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A. Kammoemn. «CemMb HOYEH B IIOCTEJIN TTOBECHD»

I'maBa 1

Hooepescve K0xcnozo /lesona, nosope 1826 200a

I'po3a packasbiBasia HeOeca, korna Cunonn Popcaiit [BUrazack HaBCTpedy CBOeMy OECUECThIO.

Jlomaan 1uKo 3apXkaiu, U BETXMI HAEMHBIN 9KUIIAXK, PE3KO IEPHYBLINCh, OCTAHOBUJICA. Betep
AyJI C TAKOW CWJIOM, YTO KapeTa packauuBajlach Jaxe nocie octaHoBKU. CUIOHM eJBa ycIiena nepe-
BECTH J1yX, KAK BO3HHUIA — CMYTHAasl TEHb B KJIEEHYATOM ILIALLE, C KOTOPOIO CTEKAIX IIOTOKU BOABI, —
3aMasYuil B TEMHOTE, YTOOBI OTKPBITh ABEPLLY.

— 3amok KpeliBen, Mucc! — mpokpuyas oH CKBO3b 3aBECY JAOKAS.

Ha MrHoBeHue yxac nepen TeM, 4TO OXHUAAET €€ B 3aMKe, napaausobail CuaoHH. «3aMoK
KpeliBeH» — BOUCTUHY TPYCIMBbII, MAJOAYIIHBIN.

— Mou K191 He MOTYT JJOJITO CTOATh. BBl TOYHO BhIXOZUTE, MUCC?

B mynie BCKOJNBIXHYJICS TPYCJIMBBIM MOPBIB YIIPOCUTH BO3HHULLYy OTBE3TH €€ Hazad B CuamayT.
Ecnm ona ceifuac yeser, HI4ero CTpairHoro He ciy4utcst. HUKTo HUKOraa He y3HaeT, 4To OHa Obuia
3IECh.

«A 4t0 *)e Torga Oyner ¢ PodepToii 1 ee CHIHOBbSIMU 7»

BesxanoctHoe HanloMHUHaHUE 00 OMACHOM IOJIOKEHUH CECTPhl MOATOIKHYJI0 CHIIOHH K JIMXO-
PagouHbIM JedcTBUsAM. CXBaTUB CaKBOSK, OHA BHIOpAach U3 KapeThl U TYT )K€ MOKAYHYJIAch MO
nopsBoM BeTpa. He 6e3 Tpyna ynepxuBasi paBHOBECHE Ha CKOJIB3KMX OYJIBDKHHUKAX, OHA MEJUICHHO
MOZIHSUIA [VIa3a Ha BO3BBIIAIOLIYIOCA NIEPENl HEW YEPHYIO TPOMAJIAHY.

CujioHH erie 1ymasna, 4yTo B KapeTte X0Ja0qHo. Ha oTKpbeITOM pocTpaHcTBe X070/, ObUT IPOCTO
neneHAammn. JleBymka cbeXuiach, Korja BETep MPOHU3AJ €€ MEPCTAHYI0 HakuaKy. ClI0BHO B 1oJ-
TBEPXKJEHUE TOTO, YTO OHA BCTYIAET B LIAPCTBO F'OTUYECKUX YKacOB, CBEPKHYJIa MOiHMA. OT noce-
AYIOILIETO 3a Hell FPOMOBOTO pacKara JIolai HEPBHO JePHY/IMCh, 3a3BEHEB COPYEHl.

Hecmotps Ha BHOJIHE IOHATHOE KEJIaHUE NTOCKOPEE BEPHYTHCSA K LIMBUIM3ALMU, Kydep cpasy
HE yexall.

— BBI... TOro, TOYHO YBEPEHBI, UTO BaC TYT XKIYT, MUCC?

Jaxe ckBo3b 3aBbIBaHUA BeTpa CUIOHU pacciipliiaja ero coMHeHns. COMHEHHU s, OTpakalouye
ee coocTBeHHbIe. OHa BBIPSIMUIIACH, HACKOJIBKO MO3BOJISUT COMBAIONINI C HOT BETep:

— Ha. Cnacu6o, muctep Yoruc.

— Hy, Torna no6poro Bam 310poBbuiia. — Kyuep B30Opasicst Ha KO3JIbI 1, XJIECTHYB JIOIIAICH,
IIyCTWJI X B HEPOBHBIN TaJIoll.

CujioHM NOJIXBaTU/IA CAaKBOSK U B30eXkasa 1o CTyNEeHbKaM HEBBICOKOTO KpbUIbLIA K TSKEJIOH
asepu. OCTpOKOHEeUHasl apKa HaJ BXOIOM JaBaja Majo 3aumrbl. OuepenHass BCIBILIKA MOJIHHUU
MIOMOTJIa €l OOHAPYKUTb JBEPHOE KOMBIIO B (hOpMe JIbBHHOM rosioBbl. OHa yXBaTHIIaCh 32 HETO PYKOW
B MepyaTKe, MOJHSIIA U OTITyCcTHIA. VI3-3a peBa BeTpa M IymMa A0k CTYK ObUT MOYTH HEPa3IMIKM.

Omna HeteprenmBo MocTyvasa eIle, HO HUKTO He CIIEIINJI OTKphIBaTh. TeMmepaTypa, Ka3anocs,
yIaja elie rpaaycoB Ha JIeCSTh, TOKa OHA CTOsLIa CTOPOMBIIUCH IO CEKYIIIMMHU 0K JEBBIMU CTPYSIMH.

Yro, ckaxxuTe Ha MWJIOCTb, OHA CTAHET JEJIaTh, €CJIN B IOME HUKOIO HET?

K Tomy BpemeHH, korja JBepb cO CKPUIIOM OTBOPHJIACH, SIBUB CTapylo KeHIMHY, y CuioHu 3y0
Ha 3y0 He morajaj, OHa TpsC/Iach CIOBHO B Jmxopake. [IopsB BeTpa MoAXBaTHII IIaMsi OMHOKON
CBEYM, U TOHEHbKUI OTOHEK 3aMepLall.

—41... — 3akpuyana CMIOHM CKBO3b OypIO, HO KEHIIMHA OTBEPHYJIACh U HAIIPABUJIACH B TIIyOb
noma. PacrepsBiuascs AeBylIKa IarHysa 3a Heul.
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Omna okazayiach B HEOOBSTHOM XOJIJIe, HAMOJIHEHHOM TeHSIMH. TYCKJIO-KOpHUYHEBbIE TOOEIEHbI
MIPUKPHIBAJIM BHICOYEHHbIE KaMeHHbIe CTeHbl. OroHb B MACCUBHOM OvYare He ropeli, ¥ 9To He 100aB-
JISIIO IOMY TOCTETIPUMMCTBA.

Cuionu npoOpaJia Ipoxb, KOT/Ia X0IO0 OT KAMEHHBIX TUIUT 110J1a MTPOCOYMIICS CKBO3b MOJIOIIBHI
ee Mo;yOOTHHOK. JIBeph M03a/11 3aXJIOMHYNIACh C KAKMM-TO POKOBBIM CTYKOM. B3ApornyB, aeByIka
o0epHyJ1ach M 0OHAPYKUJIA ellle OHOTO CTAPOTO CIYTY, MOBOPAUMBAIOIIETO TSIKEIIBIN KITIOY B 3aMKeE.

«YT10, BO MM BCETO CBATOTO, 5 Hajeasa, mprexas B 310 borom 3adeiToe MecTo?»

C 3aKpBITOH IBEPBIO TUIIIMHA B IOME MOKa3as1ach elie 0ojee yrpoxaroliei, uemM peByIas Oypst
cHapyxu. EIMHCTBEHHBIM 3BYKOM OBUIO TJIyXO€ «Karl-Kar-Karm» ¢ ee MpoMoKIner Hakuaku. CTpax,
BEPHBII CITYTHHUK C TeX Mop, kak Pobepra moBenana eit o cBoeil Oeie, CBUHIIOBOM TSKECThIO YTHE3-
auics B xuBote Cumonu. COrlacuBIIMCH TIOMOYb CECTpe, OHA Hajleslach, YTO IMBITKA, KAKOW Obl
yXKacHOM OHa HU ObLIa, 3aKOHYUTCS OBICTPO. B 3TOM ke MpauyHOU KPEMOCTH ee OXBAaTHJIO CTPAIITHOE
MPeYyBCTBUE, YTO OHA OOJIbIIIE HUKOT/IA HEe YBUIUT OEJIOr0O CBETA.

«[Ipekparyu BHIIyMBIBaTh BCSIKKE TIIYOCTH», — MBICIIEHHO BeJesia OHa ceoe.

OpnHako mogdagpuBaloIIKe CJI0BA HUKOMM 00Opa3oM He YCTIOKOWJIM HAapacTaloIIero mpucTymna
naHuky. 7Kerup MoACTyNuIa K ropiy, moka CuoHH crieioBasia 3a 6e3MOJIBHOM SKOHOMKOM 1o Gec-
KOHEYHOMY XOJUTy. Y Hee BO3HHMKJIO CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO, OY/ITO THICSIUM 3JIBIX IyXOB CKJISATCS Ha Hee
U3 TEMHBIX YIJIOB.

Onemesivu naibiiavu CHIOHU CTUCHYJIA PYUKY CaKBOsKa M HallOMHWIIA cebe, Kakue Oefl-
CTBUSI TAAYT Ha ToJIoBy PoOepThl, eciv OHa MOTEPIUT Heyaauy.

«4 cnenato 3t10. 4 cMory».

Jla, HECMOTpsI Ha TO YTO OHA 3allUla yXkKe TaK JIAJeKO, CYIIeCTBYeT BEPOSITHOCTh IPOBAJA.
ITOT IUIaH ¢ caMoro Havasia Okl puckoBaHHbIM. Ceftvac, korna CUIOHM OKa3ajach 37ech OfHa, 0e3
3aIlMTHI, €i TOHEBOJIE MPHUIILIO B FOJIOBY, YTO 3aMBbICEJI, pa3padoTaHHbIi B BapcToy-xosie, Obut 60ITb-
II0H [TYTIOCTHIO, TpaHnyvaien ¢ 6esymuem. Eciii 6 TOJIBKO COMHEHUSI MOTJI TIOMOYb €i MPUIyMaTh
KaKON-HUOY/Ib MTHOM CIIOCOO CIacTH CecTpy.

Crapyxa KOHOMKa Bce Iapkaia Brepean. CUIOHM Tak 3aKOYeHesa, YTo C TPYIAOM Iepe/iBu-
rana Horu. Ciiyra He MPeJIOKWI B3Th Y Hee HU HAKUIKY, HU CaKBOSIK, a KOIJja OHA OIJISTHYJIACh,
McYe3 TaK ke TUXO U OECIIyMHO, KaK ¥ TIOSIBUJICS, CJIOBHO PaCTBOPUJICS CPEAM 3aMKOBBIX ITPU3PAKOB.

CuioHM 1 ee Hepa3roBOpYMBasi POBOKATAS MOAOIUTN HAKOHEI K IBEPH B IPOTUBOTIOIOKHOM
CTeHe, TAKOM ke BHYLIMTEIbHOM, KaK ¥ BXOIHas ABepb. CTapyxa TOJIKHYJA ABEPb, U Ta MSATKO U TUXO
OTBOPUJIACHh HA XOPOIIO cMa3aHHBIX NeTsix. CoOpaBmuch ¢ AyxoM, CHIOHU IIarHynia B IPKUi CBET
U TEIIo.

Jlpoxa Kak OCHHOBBIH JIUCT, OHA OCTAHOBHUJIACH Y TPAIIE3HOTO CTOJA, TSHYBIIETOCs Yepe3 BCIO
koMHary. C 06erx CTOPOH BBICTPOMIIUCH TsIKeIble 1yOOBBIE CTY/Ibs, TOTEMHEBIIHE OT BpeMeHu. Kom-
HaTa MpegHa3HavaIach JJIsl IIyMHOW KOMITAaHWM, HO, TIOMHSB I71a3a OT CTOJICUIHUIIbI, JEBYIIKA YBU-
JieJia, 4To cervac B HeWl MPUCYTCTBYET TOJIBKO OJJUH YeJIOBEK.

Ixozed Meppuk.

He3akoHHOpOXAEHHBIN OTIPHICK apucTOKpara. MOryIecTBeHHbIN 1 yIauIMBBIA [esell, Oora-
Thil, Kak Kpe3s. Cepblil KapauHa B noauTuke. Y Heroasii, KOTOpblid HbIHEITHEW HOYBIO BOCIIONb3Y-
eTCsl €€ TEJIOM.

— I'ocriogu, TyT K BaMm Jieau.

He MeHsis1 BasibsiKHOM 1MO3BI HA TPOHOIIOJOOHOM CTYJIE Ha JaJIbHEM Kpalo CTOJA, XO3WH I0Ma
TIOJIHSLT TOJIOBY.

[Tpu mepBom B3rIsAe Ha Hero y Cujionu nepexBatuiio JpixaHue. CakBOsIK BBICKOJIB3HYJ U3
OHEMEBIIMX MaJIbIIEB U MUIETHYJICSA Ha Tosl. OHa OBICTPO OIMyCTHIIA TJ71a3a, psiya CBOE MOTPsICEHHE
TOJ1 KaITOIIOHOM.

Pobepra npenynpexnana ee. YUbsm, 34Thb, ObLT OSCIIONIAICH, IIOHOCS XapaKTep U BHEITHOCTh
Meppuka. 1 oHa, pazymeeTcs, Kak U BCe, CIIbIIIAja CIUIETHU O HEM.
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Ho HMYTO He MOArOTOBUIIO €€ K 3PEeJUIILy €ro N3ypPOIOBAHHOTO JIUIIA.

CuioHu 10 KpOBH 3aKycuia Ty0y, cpaxasich C IOPIBOM pa3BepHYThCS M Oexarh Kyja Iiasa
rsaaaT. Ho ona He Moxket yoexkars! CIMIIIKOM MHOTOe ceiiyac 3aBUCHT OT Hee. B nerctBe PoOepra
OblJ1a ee eIMHCTBEHHBIM 3aIIUTHUKOM. Terephb HacTana oyepeb CUIOHH CMIACTH U 3alIUTHTh CECTPY
MoOOI TIeHOH.

OHa HeyBepeHHO MOJIHsIIA I71a3a Ha MOJIb3YIOIEerocs IypHou cinaBoil xo3siuHa Kpeiisena. Mep-
PUK ObLI B carorax, Opupkax u 0es1oii pyoarike ¢ paccTernyTeiM BopotoM. CHIOHH OTOpBasia B3I/
OT CMYTHOTO HaMeKa Ha MYCKYJIMCTYIO I'Py/Ib U 3acTaBuiia cesi TOCMOTPETh €My B JIUIO. Bo3MOXHO,
eil ymactcsi OOHapyXUTh XOTsl Obl KPOIIEUHYIO TPEIIMHKY B €ro pelMMOCTH, KaKOH-HUOYIb Cie
KaJIOCTH, KOTOPBIA YAEPKUT €r0 OT ITOr0 OECYECTHOTO JESTHUS.

OpnHako npy Ooee BHUMATETbHOM B3IJIs/IE CTAJIO MOHSATHO, YTO 3Ta Hajleka TiieTHa. Yeno-
BEK, KOTOPBIN ObLT HACTOJIBKO OECTIONIAIEH, YTO 3aKJIIOUYMI TY JIbSBOJIBCKYIO CIENKY, €1Ba JIA CMSIT-
YHTCS TeTeph, KOraa JoObIYa yXKe y Hero B pykKax.

['ycThie viccUHS-YepHBIE BOJIOCHI, JUIMHHEE, YeM AMKTYeT MOJA, Majaid Ha BBICOKUH JI0O.
Brictynatonue ckyinbl. KBajipatHast 4emocTb, yKasblBaloliasi Ha H/IMEHHYI0 CAMOYBEPEHHOCTb. [ 1y-
OOKO MOCaXeHHbIE IJ1a3a, YCTPEMJICHHBIE Ha Hee CO CKYUaloIIiM BbIPaKEHHUEM, KOTOPOE HCITYTallo ee
OoJbilie, YeM MOT Obl UCITYTaTh MPeroiaraeéMblid TIbLI.

OH He ObUT KPacHB JIake JI0 TOTO, KaK KaKOW-TO OAHJWT B €r0 TAMHCTBEHHOM ITPOIILJIOM Paccek
eMy BHYIIUTEIbHBIA HOC ¥ BHAJTyIO 1ieKy. [lIpam ToMmIMHOM ¢ ee OOMbIIoN nasier TSHYJICSA OT yXa 10
camoro yroJyika pra. Ee ofyH, OTOHBIIE, pacceKkasl HaIMEHHYIO YepPHYI0 OpOBb.

Benas pyka rpaiio3Ho yruepKuBajia TsOKeJIbIi XpycTalibHbI OOKal. B cBeTe cBeuelt yrpoxka-
I0IIIe CBepPKHYJI pyOMHOBBIN TiepcTeHb. «Kiaper u pyOuH 1iBeta KpoBw», — mogyMaia CUIOHH U TYT
ke rmoxkarena 00 STOM.

— Br1 onozpaimm. — l'onoc Meppuka okazasicst IIyOOKMM U TAKMM K€ araTHYHBIM, KaK 1 MaHepa
TIOBE/ICHUS.

Cuionu oxuzana, 9to OyAeT Halyrana, Ho HUKaK He XJaJia, U4To elle ¥ pa303JIUTCs B IPUAady.
SIBHOE OTCyTCTBHE MHTepeca xo3ssuHa KpeiiBeHa K cBoel kepTBe MOPOAUIIO HEroIoBaHUe, CUIIbHOE,
KaK OUMIIAINIAs MPUIMBHAS BOJHA.

— Hopora 3aHsi1a OoJIbllie BpeMeHH, YeM 0KuAanock. — CUIOHM OblTa Tak 3714, 4TO IaXKe PyKU
y Hee He JIpOXaJi, KOrJja OHa OTKHMHYJIA KAITIOIOH Ha criiHy. — [loroga He omoOpsieT Ball KOBapHBIi
3ambices1, MucTep Meppuk.

Jlep3Ko BCKMHYB HEMOKPHITYIO T0JI0BY, CHIOHM UCTIBITAlIa MPayHOE YAOBJIETBOPEHHUE, YBU/IEB,
KaK BBIpQXEHHE CKYKH MHIOM CJIETEJIO B €rO0 JIMIA, CMEHUBIIUChH OLIEJIOMJICHHBIM JTIOOOITBITCTBOM.
OH BBIIPSMUIICS ¥ BO33PUJICS Ha Hee Yepe3 CTOJ.

— K10 BBI, 4epT BO3bMHU, Takasi?

Hesnakomka, pa3pasu ee rpom, Aaxe He B3JpOrHyna, korga [Jxo3ed pasmpaxkeHHO PSBKHYI
Ha Hee. JInIo moy pacTpenaHHbIMU BojlocamMu KOeHHOro 1BeTa ObUIO OJIeJHBIM U IyBCTBEHHO Kpa-
CHUBBIM.

OH BbIHYX/IeH ObLT OT/ATh eii 1okHOe. HaBepHsika oHa Obliia HM KKMBa HA MEpPTBa OT CTpaxa,
HE TOBOPS YK TIPO XOJIOM, OJHAKO CTOsIIa CIIOKOMHAsI, KaK MpaMOpHasi CTaTys.

Bripouem, Her, He coBceM. Ecnu mpuriisiieThcsi NOBHUMATENbHEE, Ha IeKaX Y Hee IPOCTYITUIN
PO3OBLIC ITATHA. I[CB‘IOHK& OTHIO[b HE TaK XJIAJHOKPOBHA, KaK XOUCT Ka3aTbCs.

W ona monoaa. Cuikom MoJiofa, YToObl Iy TaThCsl C TAKAM IIMHUYHBIM, CBOEKOPBICTHBIM HETO-
nsiem, kakum 0wt JIxko3ed Meppuk.

Psyom ¢ He3Hakomko# Muccuc buBeH 3amaMbiBaia pyKu:

- FOCHO)IHH, BbI CKa3aJIv, 4YTO KIACTC AaMy, U KOIrJJa OHa IIOCTy4aJia. . .
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— Bce B nopsinke, muccuc buseH. — He cBons m1a3 co cBoeit roctbu, Meppuk B3MaxoM pyKu
OTIYCTUJI 9KOHOMKY. EMy ciienoBasio Obl pa303JIMThCS, UTO €ro HacTosIIast JoObYa n30exaa Cui-
KOB, HO JIIOOOTIBITCTBO B3sUJIO BepX. Tak KTo *ke 3Ta HecpaBHeHHas1? — OcTaBbTe HaC.

— Ho BbI 0)xuany HeIHYE APYTYIO JTean?

['yObI ero CKpUBMIIUCH B YJIBIOKE.

— Hymaio, HeT. — OH OKMHYJ OE3MOJIBHYIO IEBYIIIKY OIIEHHBAIOIIMM B3IJISI0M. — $1 O3BOHIO,
KOTJa Bbl IOHA100MTECh, MUCCUC BrBeH.

HenoBonbHO Bopya cede 1moj HOC, SKOHOMKA YAAIMIIACh, OCTABUB €r0 HAGAMHE C TOCThEH.

— $1 Tak moHmMmalo, npekpacHasi Podepra uemM-To 3aHsiTa, — MPOroBOpI MeppuK BKpaT4uBbIM
TOHOM.

[NonHble TyObl AEBYIIKH CXATUCh. [JOTKHO OBITh, y HEe, KaK M 'y BCEX, BBI3bIBAIN OTBpAILICHUE
ero IIpamMbl, HO, HE CUMTAs] HECKOJIBKO OJIEPEBEHENION MO3bI, JiepkKajach OHA 3aMedaresibHo. Jlean
PoGepra 3HaeT ero MHOTO JIeT U BCe PaBHO MPH KakJO0M BCTpede IPOKHUT OT yxkKaca.

3710CcTh MOMUMO BOJIM OMpadnia emy HactpoeHue. OH yxke MpeaBKyIIal, KaKk HAyYHT KEeHy
CBOETO Ky3€eHa BBIHOCHTH €ro MPUCYTCTBHE, He CTpagas MUrpensio. [losiBieHne ceit HaAMeHHOM Kpa-
CaBUIIbI Pa30KIIO 3TH Hajek1bl. OH Mpa3IHO rajgaj, MPeAIoKHT JIM OHA COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO KOMITEH-
caluio 3a ero pazouapoBaHue. TpyaHo ckazarb. HEBO3MOXHO MOYTH HUYETO pasmiisiieTh MOJ STOM
MOHOUIEHHOM HAKUJIKOU, C KOTOPOI Ha 10J1 HATEKJIU JIyKU BOJBI.

— Mens 30ByT Cuionn ®opcaiit, — BbI3bIBAIOIIE MPEICTABUIACH JEBYIIKA U TOPIO B3JEPHYIA
rosioBy. OH ObUI CJIUIIIKOM JaJIeKO, YTOOBI pACCMOTPETH LIBET IJ1a3, HO 3HAJI — OHU HETO/lyIole CBep-
KaioT. OOpamJieHHbIe TOHKMMHU U3SIIHBIME OpOBSIMH, IJ1a3a ObUTH OOJIBIIMMHU M YyTh-4yTh PacKo-
CBIMH, TIPU/IaBast JIITY SK30TUIHOCTH. — $1 Mutammast cectpa Jienu Xoaopyk.

— Mowu cobomne3noBanusi, — cyxo oto3Baics Jxo3ed. Tereps oH MoHsw1, KTO niepen HUM. OH
CIIBIIIIATI, UTO He3aMykHsis cecTpa Popcaiit xuBeT B Bapcroy-xosie, pofoBOM UMEHUH Ky3€Ha, XOTs
HUKOI/IA TIpEsK/ie C Hell He BCTpevalcs.

OH momnbiTasicss OTHICKATh Kakoe-HUOyab cxoactBo CunoHu ¢ cectpoil. PoGepra, BUKOHTecca
Xonopyk, ObUla MPU3HAHHOW KpacaBUIled, HO B TPAAUIIMOHHOM aHIJIMACKOM CTHJIE. DTa JIeBYIIKA C
TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMH ¥ OPEOJIOM HETPOHYTON UyBCTBEHHOCTH — HEUTO COBEpIIeHHO MHOe. OH ObLT
3aMHTPUTOBaH, HO HUYEM He BBIJAJI CBOETO MHTEpeca, CliesiaB Bul, OyATO ee TpHe3]] — CKyuHeuIee
COOBITHE.

— A rae xe nenu PoGepra B 3Ty cnaBHyo Houb? Eciu s He ommbcsi B 1aTe, Mbl YCJIOBHIIUCH
MIPOBECTH HEEIO B KOMITAHUH JPYT C IPYTOM.

Hckopka TopkecTBa OCBETHIIA JIUIIO IEBYIIIKH, OTUETO €€ TEMHAsI KPacoTa 3aXKIJ1ach Kak (hakel.

— Most cectpa 111 Bac HeIOCTyIHa, MUcTep Meppuk.

— 3aro Bbl JOCTYNHBI. — OH MPHUIPABUII CBOIO YJIBIOKY YIPO3Oii.

Ee KopoTkoe caMo10BOJILCTBO UCMIAPHIIOC.

- Ha...

— JoraapiBatoch, 4TO BB Ipejiaraete ceOst BMecTo Hee. BecbMa i00€3HO, XOTsI U HECKOJIBKO
CaMOHAJIeSTHHO TIoJIaraTh, YTO J100as CiiydyaiHasi KeHIIMHA YIOBIETBOPUT MOMM TpedoBaHUsAM. — OH
OTIWJI BUHA C Oe3pa3imureM, HalleJIeHHBIM Ha TO, YTOOBI Pa303/IUTh STY IEBUOHKY, KOTOPAsi pacCTpo-
WJIa €r0 HEeYeCTUBbIC TUIaHbl. — Bolock, 9TO He Balle 00s13aTeNbCTBO. Balia cecTpa Hajienana KapToy-
HBIX JIOJITOB — HE BBI. A BIIPOYEM, XOTh U Bbl OUaPOBATENIbHBI, 51 YBEPEH.

Ee ussmHoe ropio AepHy/Ioch, KOrjaa oHa crioTHyaa. a, onpeneneHHo HepBHUYAET, XOTh U
xpadputcs. OH He HACTOJIBKO XOPOIIMI YesIOBEK, YTOOBI MOXKAIETh 3Ty OTBaXHYIO JeBymIKy. Ho ¢
HEKOTOpBIM 3aMelnaresibcTBoM [[xo3ed moiiman ceGs Ha TOM, YTO B JAylIe y HEro IeBeJbHYJIOCh
codyBcTBHE. B cBOoe Bpemsi 1 OH OblT Mosio. OH BCIIOMHMII, KAKOBO 3TO — IPUTBOPATHCS CMEITBIM,
KOTJa cepiiie CKMMaeTcsl OT cTpaxa.

OH 6e3kaJI0CTHO 33JBUHYJI HEXeJlaTeIbHOe NIepekrBaHke B aTbHUI YTOJI, Te Jepikai 3anep-
THIMU BCE CBOM Iy pPHBIE BOCTIOMUHAHHSI.
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— 4 — Bama mara, mucrep Meppuk. — ['onoc Cuionu npo3Bydas BIEUATISIONIE XOJOAHO.
Brava, incognita! — Eciii Bbl He BO3bMETE CBOW BBHIUTPHIII C MEHSI, JOJT CTAHET CIIOPHBIM.

— Tak roBopur Pobepra?

— Yectpb Tpedyer...

OH pe3Ko, HAATPECHYTO XOXOTHYJI W YBUAEN, UYTO JIEBYIIKA HAKOHEI| JPOTHyJa — OT €ero
U3JEBKY, a HE OT yPOAJIMBOIO JIIIA.

— YecTb He UMeeT BJIACTU B 3TOM JoMe, Mucc Popcaiit. Eciu Baiia cectpa He MOXET pacruia-
TUTBCSI CBOUM TEJIOM, TO JIOJDKHA 3aIUIaTUTh OOBIYHBIM CIIOCOOOM.

Ee ToH oxecrouncs.

— Bam npekpacHO W3BECTHO, YTO MOSI CECTPa HEe B COCTOSIHUM TIOKPBITh CBOU PACXO[IBI.

— DTO TPYIHOCTH BaIlled CECTPHI.

— 5 mono3peBaio, Bbl 3HAJIM, YTO OHA HE CMOKET YCTOATH Niepe]] COOIa3HOM, KOT/la 3aMaHUBaJIN
ee B urpy. Bel ucnons3yere PoGepTy, 4TOOBI HACOIUTD JIOPAY XOJIOPYKY.

— AX, KaKkoe ecTokoe 0OBUHEHHE, — IPOrOBOPHJT OH C HAUTPAHHBIM UCITYTOM, OJJHAKO ee Tpel-
nosioxeHust Obi BepHbl. OH He HaMepeBascs B TY HOYb 3aMaHUTh PoOepTy B JIOBYIIKY amionbTepa,
HO TIPE/ICTABMBIIMIACS CITy4ail BBeJ Obl B UCKYIIEHHE Jake OoJiee HPAaBCTBEHHOIO YeJIOBEeKa, YeM
JIxo3ed Meppuk. OcobeHHO KOor[a OH 3HaJI, 4TO K Mpe3peHuto PoGepTsl mpuMenmBaeTcs 310po-
Bast OPIHs (PU3MUECKOTO BiieueHus1. — [IpeayiokuTh cedst B KauecTBE 3aMEHbl — YePTOBCKU CHJTbHAS
JAEMOHCTpAIHSI CECTPUHCKOM JTIOOBH.

HeByiiika He otBeTMIa. OH BCTAJI M MEIJICHHO IBUHYJICS K HEM.

— Ilpexne yeM cornacuTbCsi Ha 3Ty 3aMeHy, f JOJDKEH YBUJETb, YTO Moiyyal. Mosru y
PoGepThl, MOXET, U KypuHBIE, HO BOT BCE OCTaJIbHOE BEChbMa M BECbMA. .. I'M... BIeyamIsioniee.

— VY Hee He KypuHble MO3ru. — Mucc PopcaiiT 4yTh NONATHIIACH, IOTOM OCTAaHOBUJIACh U MIOJI0-
3pUTENBHO cripocuiia: — YTo 310 BH Aesaete, muctep Meppuk?

OH nponokan NpuOInKaThCsl.

— Pa3BopaunBaio cBOW NOIAPOK.

— PazBopa?.. — Ha 3T0T pa3 oHa nonsruiack, He ckpeiBas ucnyra. — Her!

['yObI ero CKpUBWIIMCH B CApIOHUYECKON HACMEIIIKE.

— BoI cobupaeTech OcTaBaThCsl B CBOSH MOKPOW HAKHMIKE BCIO HOYB?

Kpacka Ha ee miekax npocrynuia otdyeriveee. OHa U B caMOM Jiesie HelypHa coO0# — KpeMoBast
KOa, MoJHble TyObl. Terneps, korga JIxo3ed ObUT JOCTATOUHO OMM3KO, YTOOBI 3aryIsTHYTh €1 B IJ1a3a,
OH YBHJIEJI, YTO OHM (PHATIKOBO-KOPHUYHEBbIE M OapXaTHCThie, KaK aHIOTHHBI [V1a3KU. B HeM 1meBesib-
HYJICSI MYKCKOH nHTepec. He HACTONBKO CHITBHBIN, KaK BO30YKIEHUE, HO JIOCTATOYHO HACTOUYMBHIM,
YTOOBI BCKOPE MPEBPATUTHCS B YYBCTBEHHBIH T'OJION.

— Ha. To ectb HeT. — OHa nozAHsIIa JPOKAIYIO PyKY B YEpHOM KOXKaHOU nepyaTke. — Byl mbiTa-
eTech 3aIlyraTb MEHsI.

OH mponoKan yisioaTbesl.

— Ecim u Tak, T0, 51 ObI cKa3asl, y MeHsI 9TO MOJTy4aeTcs.

Mucc ®opcaiit Boimpsamuiack. OHa okazajiach TOBOJBHO BHICOKOH, HO €l BCe ke ObUIO JaJIeKO
JI0 ero 1ectu (yToB.

— 4 ke ckazayia Bam, 3aueM £ 37ech. 1 He craHy conpoTuBAThcs. Hezauem nzodpakars ore-
PETOYHOTO 3JI07ES.

— Bbl Oyete CHOCHTh MOM OTBpPATUTEJIBHBIE JIACKH, HO HE TIO3BOJIUTE MHE CHATH C BAC HAKUKY 7
DTO HECKOJIBKO TJIYTIO.

Omna nepecTaia NATUTHCS UCKIIIOYUTEIHEHO TIOTOMY, UTO YIEepJiach CIIMHON B KAMEHHYIO CTEHY.
I'naza ee BCIIBIXHY/IM 30JIOTUCTBIM OTHEM THEBA.

— He Hacmexaiirech Haj1l0 MHOM !

— Tlouemy xe? — JIeHMBO TOMHTEepecoBajicss MeppuK M MPOTSHYN PYKy, YTOOBI pa3Bsi3aTh
3aBSI3KM Ha 11ee.
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OHa Bkajach B CTEHY B TIIIETHOM TOMBITKE CIIACTUCH.

— MHe 3TO He HpaBUTCH.

— IpuBbikHETE. — PyKH €ro CKOJIb3HYIIH IO TUIeYaM, IOY4yBCTBOBAB HAITPSIKEHKE IO TPOMOK-
1iel mepcrhio. — K ToMy BpeMeHH, Kak Mbl 3aKOHUUM, Bbl IIPUBBIKHETE K OYEHb MHOTOMY.

Cuionn 0OpeyeHHO B3/I0XHYJA, YePTHI ee JIMIA 3a0CTPUITHC.

— Ionarato, Bl IpaBbl.

HacmenumBocTs yiia u3 ero rosoca.

— 3Haerte, Pobepra 3TOr0 He CTOUT.

Mucc dopcaiit He oTBENa B3MJIsAIA.

— Her, ctout. Bhl He nonumaere.

— Botock, uto Her. — Ecnu 1eBUOHKA TBEpIO BO3HAMEPUIIACh OPOCHTHCSI B OMYT C TOJIOBOW,
3ayeM eMy Bo3paxkarb? OCOOSHHO KOTJa OT Hee MPUSITHO MaXHET JOXKJIEM W UyTh-UyTh KEHITUHOM.
Korzaa oH cranmn HaKUIKY € ee IJ1ed ¥ Ta yraa Ha ToJl MOKPOU Ky4del, OOHapyKHJIOCh, UTO IO/ Hel
npesecTHble (POPMBI, CIIOBHO CO3JaHHBIE JIJIS €70 PYK.

OHa THXO0 axHyJIa, OCTaBIIKCh Oe3 HAKUIKH, U CTOSLIA, IPOKa, HO IIPY 3TOM BOUHCTBEHHO BHIIIS-
TUB MIOAO0POIOK.

— 4 roroga.

— ComHeBaioch, bella. — OH noBHUMAaTe bHEE MPUIIISIEIICS K €€ OIEkKAe U CIPOCUJI C HeMoI-
AeNbHBIM ykacoM: — UTo 3To Ha Bac HajgeTo?

Barisin, KoTophlii OHa METHYJIA, CBUIETEIbCTBOBA 00 OCTPOW HENPUSI3HU.

— A 4TO Bam He HpaBUTCs?

OH HeonoOpUTENTbHO OrJIsiAe] Oejloe MYCIMHOBOE IIaThe ¢ OOOpPKaMM, CITUIIKOM MaJleHb-
KO€ JUIsl Hee, CIIUIIKOM JIETKOe JIsI TAKOM HEHACTHOW MOTOMbI, CJMIIIKOM HEMOJIHOE, CITUIIIKOM. .. B
00I1IEM, BCE CJIUALIIKOM.

— Huyero, eciii BBl OIETHI, YTOOBI UTPATh KEPTBECHHYIO JI€BCTBEHHHILY.

— ITouemy xe? — cripocuiia OHa C TOPSTYHOCTHIO. — S BeJjb J€BCTBEHHUIIA.

OH 3akaTui rasa.

— Hy pazymeercsi. Toraa mouemy Bbl Bpy4yaeTe MHE CBOIO JIEBCTBEHHOCTb, a HE JIaeTe CBOEH
[JIYTION CECTPHILIE CaMOM pacxjieObIBaTh Kallly, KOTOPYIO OHA 3aBapuia.

— Brl Begete ceOst OCKOpOUTEIIBHO, CIP.

On ycmexHyicst. JleBymika oka3anach Kyga 3abaBHee, yeM Pobepra. Pobepra yxe ycrpowmnia
Obl eMy ucTepuKy. OHAKO HEBO3MOKHO IMPEJCTABUTh, YTOOBI TA CAepKaHHAsA OOTMHS Tproeria K
TaKOMY CPE/ICTBY. BBITh MOXET, eMy, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TOBe310. Ero 3aTauBiieecst pa3apakeHue us-3a
uHTpUT POOepThI, yTHXalolee noj BIUsHUEM Jep3KOro BI30Ba 3TOM MPEIECTHOH AEBYIIKH, UCUE3IO0
6e3 cnena. 3amaHuTh Pobepry B JIOBYIIKY OBUIO JIEJIOM OTHIO[b HE CIIOKHBIM, XOTh TIEPCIIEKTUBA
HACTaBUTb pOra CBOEMY MTPE3PEHHOMY Ky3€HY M MpeCTaBIsIach BecbMa puBiekaresbHor. Coonas-
Herue xe Cunonu PopcaidT 0Oeraso BOUCTHHY MTPEKPacHOe pa3BJicucHNUE.

— 3T0 Moe Jiyulliee IJiaTbe, — HAAMEHHO 3asiBuia Mucc Popcair.

OH HacMeNUIMBO Mojieprayi OOBUCIITYI0 0OOPKY BOKPYT BbIpe3a.

— Bo3mokHO, Korga Bam ObUIO MATHAALATh. — B3misaa ero 3aoctpuiics. — A CKOJIBKO BaM
BOOOIIIE-TO JIeT?

— JIBaauiath yeTsipe, — MpoOOpMoTaia oHa. — A Bam?

— Crnummkom crap ajs Bac. — B cBou Tpuanars Ba OH ObUT HEHAMHOTO CTapilie 0 TofaM, HO
Ha MUJUIMOH JIET CTapIIle 10 ONbITy. M B 3TOT MUITMOH JIeT OH He ObLT 00pa3IioM OaropazyMus.

Ee nu1io ocBeTHI0CH BHE3AIMTHOM HAIEK TOM.

— DTO O3HAYaeT, YTO BBl MEHs OTIycTUTe?

Ha 310t pa3 oH paccMesics B OTKPBITYIO.

— Hu 3a 4ro Ha cBere.
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Ona no6nenHena ot crpaxa. OH OOHST ee OTHOM PYKOH 3a IJIEYH, TOJIbIE MO/l TOHKUM JIU(OM.
[Tpu CONPUKOCHOBEHUH YTO-TO HEOOBSICHUMOE TIPOU3O0IILIO MEX Ty HUIMHU, CIOBHO ITpoOesxasia NCKpa.
Koraa oHa BckMHyIa Ha HETro MCIyraHHbIE I71a3a, OH MOTPY3UJICS MPSIMO C TOJIOBOM B X OapXaTUCThIe
r1younbl. OHa 3a/1poXkaia, ¥ OH OCIa0WI U CMSTYHI OOBSATHE.

— Yero BHl kJeTe? — BbIABIIIA JEBYIIKA CKBO3b 3YOBI.

Briceub ero mano 3a To, 4TO OH ee My4uT, HO [[)k03eda mo-rnpexHemMy 010eBaIo0 JIOOOMNbIT-
ctBO. OH MOJHSI APYTYIO PYKY K MOAOOPOIKY M IMOBEPHYI ee JIUIO. Tak OJIM3KO OH pa3iinyai Kax-
AYI0 PECHUYKY M 30JI0THCTbIe 00OIKM BOKPYT 3padykoB. Ho3apu ee pasmynuck, CJIOBHO OHA BOMpasa
ero 3amax TOYHO TaK ke, Kak OH BOMpaJ ee.

Wnu, ObITh MOKET, OHA TaK HAIyraHa, YTO He MOXKET AbIIIaTh?

— Bonpoc B TOM, OyzieT i1 coBpallieHre HeBECTKM MOETO Bpara TaKMM ke 3aTIOMUHAIOIIIMCS,
KaK COBpaAIlIlEHHE €0 JKEeHbI? — MPOMYPIIBIKAT OH.

— YOmonokK. .. — mpoluresna oHa, 001aB ero JMIO TEIUIBIM JbIXaHUEM.

OH ynbIOHYIICS, KOT/IA I71a3a ee paclIMpUInCh OT CTpaxa.

— CogepiieHHO BepHO, belladonna.

OH MeJIeHHO HaKJIOHWJICSI M TIPWIJIBHYJT PTOM K ry0am JIeBYIIKU. 3amax J0XkKJIEBON CBEKECTH
yZapwi B HO3/IpH, BCKPYKUB TOJIOBY HETEpIeNMBBIM OxkugaHueM. OHa He OTCTPaHMIACh, HO TYObI
OCTABAJIMCh IUIOTHO CKAaTBIMU. ATIaCHOE TeIUIo onbsHUIo [Ixo3eda.

OH cKonb3HYJ rybamu 1o ee rydoam, CKopee, B HEKOeM HaMeKe Ha TOIeTyil, 4YeM B HACTOSIIEM
noresye. Jaxe Korja KpoBb BCKHUIIENA B KWJIAX, HACTaMBasi, YTOO OH OBJIAZEN €10, YTO OHa 37eCh
MMEHHO 181 3T0r0, J[’)03eh MeppuK COXpaHUI CONPUKOCHOBEHHE JIETKUM, Apa3HsmuM. 1 He cxu-
MaJl OOBATHI, YTOOBI yaepKaTh ee. ATOHUSI HEONPeaeJeHHOCTH TPaHNYMIIA C HAClIaKIeHUEeM, TOKa
OH JKJIaJI, KOTJIa OHA BBIPBETCS, MPOKJIMHAS U MOHOCs ero. Ho oHa ocraBanach HENMOIBMKHOM, Kak
dapdopoBas crarysTka.

He Gonee yem uepe3 MruoBeHrie MeppuK MOHSLI TOJIOBY, MOTPSICEHHBIN TEM, YTO €My He XOTe-
JIOCh TIPEPBIBATh TOT HEBBIPA3UTEJBbHBIN MoLeNyid. OH CyIOpOKHO B3/I0XHYJI, IPOTUBSCH CUJIbHEH-
IIeMy TOPHIBY TOIEJIOBATh ee Kak cieayer. ExBa m coBpariieHre HeBeCTKH Jiopaa XoJIopyKa JocTa-
BUT eMy OOJIBbIIIOe YOBJIETBOPEHHE, HO y HEro ObUIO HEXOpOIIlee YyBCTBO, YTO 9TO COMHEHHUE €ro He
OCTaHOBHT.

['maza ee ObUIM OONBIIMMU M TEMHBIMH OT TOTpsiceHus1. [Totomy 4to oH morenosai ee? Vnu
[IOTOMY YTO Ha OfIUH KPaTKUI MUT €i1 3TO OHPAaBUJIOChH?

— Hy, uro xe Bl megymmte? — ['osoc ee ocur. — KoHuaiite yxe ¢ 3TuMm.

Jxo03ed YKOPU3HEHHO MOCTYYaI 10 IIEKe AEBYIIKH YKa3aTeIbHbIM MaJIblEeM.

— 41 eme He 06eman, — MATKO OTO3BAJICS OH U OTITYCTHUII €€.

Omna nokayHy’1ach, HO IOBOJILHO OBICTPO 0Opesia paBHOBecHe. [IpIxaHne HepOBHBIMU B3/10XaMH
BBIPBIBAJIOCH U3 MTPUOTKPHITHIX Iy0. OH MpennounTan ee rHeB ysa3BUMOCTH. [loMrMo Bou ee ysI3BU-
MOCTb pazbe/aia ero 6e3*kaaoCTHOCTh, KaK PiKaBUMHA KEJEe30.

— CocraBrTe MHE KOMITAHUIO?

Omna 6pocuiia Ha HEero B3IJIsA[, TIOMHBIA BIOJIHE 3aC/Ty)KeHHON HEHABUCTH.

— 41 He rononHa.

— Xanp. CerogHst BaM NOHAHOOSATCS CHJIBI.

He noxunasice, Korga 10 Hee JIOMIET CMBICT CKa3aHHOTO, OH CEJl U MO3BOHMII B KOJIOKOJIb-
yrk. Muccuc BuBeH nosiBuiach mogo3puTebHO OBICTPO. JIOIKHO OBITh, MOCTYIIUBAIIA TTOJT IBEPHIO.
Brpouem, paseneuenus tak peaku B 3amke KpeiiseH, urto [Ixo3ed He BUHUI ee.

— Moxerte nopaBath 00en, Muccrc buBeH, — 601po pacnopsiauics OH, 3a YTO YIOCTOMIICS 03a-
Aa4eHHOTO B3IJIsIa CBOEH SKOHOMKH.

— Cnymaioch, rocrnioivH. A 17151 Balen gambl?

Mucc ®opcaidT octanach CTOSITh TaM, Il OH nouesioBas ee. OHa BHOBb IIOXOAMWJIA HA MpaMop-
HYIO CTaTylo, HO Terepb, MPUKOCHYBIIMCH K HEW, OH 3HAJI, YTO OHA U3 IUIOTH U KPOBH, — O j1a!
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— Ha nBoux?

JleBy1ika He oTpearrpoBajia. bojke MUIOCTUBBIN, HEYKTO €ro Moueyi cBsa3al ee A3b4oK ? OH
Hajesuicsl yOenuTh ee BHOBb BOCIIONIB30BaThCsl M. W He [UIsI IyCTBIX Pa3rOBOPOB.

Jxo3ed obparuics k muccuc buen:

— Her, Ha ogHoro. [Ipomy Bac, MoKakuTe JIeOu ee MOKOH, a 00e]] MOXET NoIaTh MHE MUCTEp
bugsen.

— Xoporo, rocrionut. — [Tocie KOpoTKUX KoneOaHWi SKOHOMKA 3aliapKasia poyb, a IeBYIIIKa
TMOJIXBAaTHJIa CBOM CKYIHBIN Oarax v mocjeoBaia 3a Heul.

Kak 6b1 [Ixx03edy xotenock ObITh TaM, Koraa muicc PopcailT 0OHapyKUT, UYTO B STOM BETXOM
OOUTAITHIIE €€ TIOKOHM — 3TO U er0 TIOKOH TOXKE.
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I'maBa 2

CuJ10HU CheXUIIACH TIO]] OfIESTIOM B OFPOMHOM KPOBATH MOJT OAJITAXUHOM. 32 OKHAMU OyIeBa
BeTep, KMasach Ha cTeHbl 3aMKa. OT ero peBa OHa 4yBCcTBOBaJIa ce0s erre Oonee 6e33anmTHoi. CTpax
TIpecieioBal ee ¢ Tex Mop, Kak ABa IHs Ha3aj B bapcroy-xosie Pobepra mpuiiiia K Heli 1 B3MOIWIIACh
o nomouy. CTpax CTUCKMBAJ BHYTPEHHOCTH U KOMOM CTOSUT B TOpJIE.

Wty Ha monsATHLIA ObLIO YKe 1mo31HO. YTo Obl HU cenan Meppuk ¢ CUIOHH, 3TO HE MOXKET
CPaBHUTHCS C TIOCCACTBUSIMH, €CJTM YHJIbsIM OOHAPYKHT, UTO XKeHa ObLIa B IIOCTEJIA C €r0 BParoMm.
BespaccyncrBo Pobeprtel mocraBuiio nop yrposy ux Beex: Cugonu, Podepry u ee nereit — Hukonaca
u Tomaca.

Ho kak Cuyionu cnepsxath cBoii rHeB? PoOepra Oblia eif Oosbliie MaTephio, YeM CECTpOi, Koraa
OHU KWJIU TIOJ] OTIEKOM PaBHOMYIIHBIX poauTeneil. 3areM PoOepra cMeHMIIa XOJIOMHYIO OTIIOBCKYIO
THPAHUIO HA KECTOKOCTh Myka. 3a BOoceMb JieT Opaka PoGepTa n3 )Ku3Hepal0CTHON HEKHOU JAEBYIIIKH
MpeBpaTuiIach B U3JepraHuyio TeHb. [IpexHsis BecenocTs MporiisapBaia B Hel, uib Koraa Pobepra
BBIMI'PbIBAJIA 32 KAPTOYHBIM CTOJIOM.

Korpga kapra nuia eit, Po6epra coBepiiieHHO 3a0biBajia o rocnieacteusax. HerpymaHo Obuto npe-
cTaBUTh, Kak J[xo3ed Meppuk JOBKO 3aMaHMBaJl €€ B OMYT MIPbl, [IOKa HaKOHEI )K€Ha Bpara He
oKazajlach B €r0 BJIACTH.

W3 ropaocty 1 4ToOBl M30EXaTh I'YOMTENBHOTO CKaHJala, M YwibsiM u PoOepra nepikanu
HeOJIarornosyyre CBOero cor3a BTaiiHe ot cBerta. [[xo3ed Mepprk Mor U He TIpe/ICTaBIsATh, KAKUMHU
O6e1aMu rpO3UT HEBMHHBIM, KOTJa MPUHUMAJ PACIUCKU Jienu Xonopyk. Vimu goraisiBascs, HO emy
OBLJIO HAIUIEBATD.

[Toatomy Teneps Cuonu xkaana B nocrenu Ixo3zeda Meppuka, Kak kepTBeHHas opeuka. OHa
J0rajiajiach, 4To 3TO MOKOM MeppHKa, XOTs €IMHCTBEHHbIM CBUIETELCTBOM €r0 MPUCYTCTBUS ObLI
Ha0OP TSKEJIBIX cepeOPSIHBIX IETOK Ha TYyaJIETHOM CTOJIMKE M KaKOW-TO €/1Ba YJIOBUMBIN 3arax, aep-
JKaBIIMIACS HA MOCTEJIbHOM OeJibe U B BO3/1yXe.

Korna on nouenosan ee Tam, BHU3Y, TO CJIOBHO OCTaBWJI B €€ UyBCTBAX KAKOM-TO CJIEH, U 3TO
€l He HPaBWJIOCh. JTO Myrajo ee MOYTH TaK K€ CHJIbHO, KaK M TO, YTO AOJIKHO MPOU30UTH B 3TOU
cBepkamwoiier komHare. Korna CuaoHu npeacrasisiia, Kak OH BIABJIMBAET €€ B MaTpac CBOMM MOIII-
HBIM TEJIOM, OHA TOTOBA ObLIa 3aKPUYATh.

KomHara, B KOTOpOIi OHa HaXOIWJIaCh, HE TIPUHOCUIIA YcriokoeHus. Hanportus, ymiib ycyryo-
JIsi1a PacTyUIM CTpax U BMECTE C TEM 033/1a4MBalia ee. Takou B BBICIIIEH CTETIEHU CTPAHHOM KOMHATBhI
el elie BUIETh He JJOBOJIMIIOCH. 30J10TO OBUIO MOBCIO/Y: HA PE3HON CTAPOMOIHOM MeOesH, Ha HACTeH-
HBIX Opa M KaHaensiopax, B MOOJECKUBAIINX METAIMUECKUX HUTIX TOPThep M KOBPOB. Bcromy
Cujionu Bujiena ceOsi, OTpakalolylocsi B OeCKOHEYHOM MHOXKeCTBe 3epKal. [Io30/10ueHHbIe 3epKaia,
pa3BelaHHbIe 10 CTeHaM BMeCTO KapTuH. [cuiiie — GoIbIoe 3epKaio B MOABUKHON pamMe — B KaXKIOM
yriy. 3epkaja HaJ TyaJIeTHbIM CTOJIMKOM, HaJl KOMOJIOM, Mekay ABepliaMu rapaepoda. Ho cambim
YIMBUTEIIBHBIM U TIYTAIOIIUM ObLIO OOJIBIIIOE 3€PKAaJIO, MOIBEIIIEHHOE HaJl KPOBATHIO.

3TO CBUIETEIBCTBO TILECTABUS €€ AeATebHOro Xxo3auHa o3agaunBayio Cugonu. Ero nebpex-
Hasl ofiexk]la He yKas3blBaJla Ha ype3MepHoe camoiioone. HaBepHsika o000l HOpMabHBINA YeIOBEK
n36eraj Obl TIOOOBATHCS C TAKOH OIEPKUMOCTBIO CBOMM YPOICTBOM.

Kak orpaxkeHue B BHIIIMHE, OHA BUIENA OJIETHYIO IEBYIIKY, JIEXKAIYIO0 IPSMO U HETIOIBHKHO,
KakK TPy, MOJ TSKEJIBIM OIESJIOM, 30JI0ThIM, pasyMmeercs. I'ycThle KalllTaHOBBIE BOJIOCHI 3aYE€CAHBI
Ha3a]] ¥ 3aIUIETeHbl B TOJICTYIO KOCY, IEPEKUHYTYIO Ha Ipylb. eBylIKy, Jiexkallylo B OIMHOYECTBE.
Muictep MeppuK, oXoxe, He CIeIT 3asiBUTh IPaBa Ha CBOIO JI0ObIUY.

Cravana CuioHu cujena, npsmasi, Kak IIOMIION, Ha CTYyJIe, HO B IIPOMOKIIEM IUIaTbeé OYEHb
CKOpO HavaJia JIpoKaThb U Mepeojiesiach B HOUHyI0 pyOaiky. Bpems 1110, oTMeyaemoe yacamu U3
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30JI04eHON OpOH3BI Ha IMU(pOHbEPKE, M OHa 3a0pajiach B KpoBaTh. Kakol CMbIC OTTATUBATh HEW3-
6exHoe?

Ona mMpauHo rajgaina, IposiBuiI Obl Meppuk Oosibilie TblIa, ec Obl BMECTO HEOIBITHOW HEe3Ha-
KOMKH 37I€Ch ITOSIBUJIACh ee cecTpa. Pazymeercs, oH 3amaHuBa cioga PobepTty He moToMy, UTO MbLTa
K Hell ctpacTbio. OH 3aMBICITIUII 3TY UHTPUTY, YTOOBI B3ITh BEPX HaJl CBOMM Ky3€HOM — JIOPAOM XHJI-
OpyKOM. DTO MPOCTO OUEPETHOU KECTOKUH MOSTUHOK MEKY 3aKJIATHIMU Bparamu.

CrucHyB onesuio, CHIOHM MpU3BaJia Ha TIOMOIIL Bce cBoe camooOnaganue. Ho cmenocts ee
APOTHYJNA, KOTJia OHA MPEe/ICTaBIIa, Kak MeppHK NpoTaskuBaercsl B Hee. Byaer m oH xJIath, 4To0
oHa pazzenach? JlomkHa i oHa OyzieT. . . JoTparuBarhcs 1o Hero? [lomenyet i oH ee cHoBa? Kak Hu
HeJIeTio, HO 3TO el caMo# Ka3asnoch 0oJbInoi yrpo3oi. Ero nouenyi npusen ee ayiry B cMsiteHre. OH
ObLT LIEJIOMYPEHHBIM, KaK MoLesyil pedeHka. XoTs ToT ¢akT, 4tTo MeppHK yKe JaBHO He peOeHOK,
JIMIIIAJ €ro UCKPeHHEeW HeBUHHOCTH.

Ee Huxoraa paHbliie He 11e10Bal HU OnUH My)k4nHa. C KeTaHueM.

Kak rpycTHO, 4TO ee nepBbIii MOLeTy# CTyUHIICS IPH TAKUX OTBPATUTEIbHBIX OOCTOSITE/ILCTBAX.
['pycTHO U, KaK HU CTBHITHO MPU3HATHCSI, HEMHOTO OOMHO, MO0 €ro MoLeTyil He ObUT eil HelpHsITeH,
xoTs 1 gomkeH Obl. [Torienyit Meppuka ckopee 3auHTpPUTOBAJI ee, yeM pa3o3ni. KakoBo ato Oyzer,
KOTJa OH TIO3BOJIUT ceOe Apyrue BOJbHOCTH — TIOMHUMO TOIeTyeB?

Her, ona e craner 00 3tom nymars. He craner. ..

Jlerue ckazarb, yeM clienarh, KOrJa oHa JISKHUT B IOCTeNd Meppuka.

XOTs ee XO35IMH yKe JABHO yTPaTHJI 3aKOHHOE MTPABO MOJIb30BaThcst UMeHeM Meppuk. Emy ciie-
JoBaJio Obl HOCUTH (hbamMUTHIO cBoell MaTepu. [Ixxo3ed Meppuk — cbiH DHTOHH, TOKOWHOTO BUKOHTA
XuiOpyka U ero UCIaHCKOW JTIOOOBHUIIBI, CUUTaBIIEHCS keHou. Korga miammmii OpaT BHKOHTa
YCIIEIITHO OCTIOpHIT MX Opak, [[xo3ed Obl1 00bsIBIIEH HE3aKOHHOPOXIeHHBIM. [Tociie cMepT DHTOHU
ero TUIEMSIHHUK YWIbsIM YHAClleNOBaJl TUTY/T XWIOPYKOB M Bpakaa Mexay xo3edom u Ky3eHOM,
BO3HHMKIIIAS elle B IETCTBE, CTajla OKeCTOYeHHee.

Cupnonu noexwiack. HerpyaHo ceGe mpeacTaBuTh, Kakoi Obula Obl peakiys YuibsMa, Korua
Obl OH y3HaJI, YTO K€Ha HACTABWJIA €My POra C ero yOIoIKOM Ky3eHOM, a Bellb HaBepHsika Meppuk
noOuBaJICsl UMEHHO 3Toro. HarmoMuHanue o ToMm, 4To cama ku3Hb PoOepThl 3aBHCHT OT TOTO, YTO
MIPOM3OMIET B 9TOU MOCTEIH, YKpenuio peummMocTs Cunonu. [Io Tex mop nmoka aBepb He OTKPbLIACh
u JIxxo3ze Meppuk He BO3HUK B ABEPHOM IIPOEME TOI OCBEIIEHHON CBEYaMH KOMHATHI.

['myOUHHBIN KEHCKUI CTpax, TYCTOM M TATYYMH, KaK CMOJia, yrHe3awiIcs B xenynke CuioHu,
KOTJJa OHA MTPUTIOIHSIACH HA TOATOJIOBHUK. MeppHK, MPUCIIOHUBIIHIACS K JBEPHOMY KOCSIKY CO CKpe-
IIIEHHBIMU Ha KPENKOU TPyAU pyKamH, MOKazajcs el HeBO3MOXHO OosbiiM. CBeT cBeveil Mepral
Ha ero U3ypoJOBaHHOM JIMIIE, TIPUIABasi EMy CAaTAHMHCKHUI BU/I.

B omHux TONMBKO OpMKax W pyOallke OH JOMKeH ObLT Obl yKAaCHO Mep3HYTh. BeposTHO, y
HEro KaKoe-TO CBEPXYEeIOBEYECKOE COMPOTHBIIEHHUE X0101y. [laxke HECMOTpsI Ha MbLTAIOIINI B KAMUHE
oronb, Cuyionu ObUIa paja 30J0TOMY OfesiTy, KOTOpoe corpeBaso ee. M CKpbIBajio OT ero B3MIsA.
Yro 6bu10 T1yTI0. [l0 KOHIIA 9TOM HOUM OH CHEJIaeT ropasio OoJIblle, YeM MPOCTO MOCMOTPHT HA Hee.

XO0351H 3aMKa PasMIsIBIBAIL €€ C TEM XKe U3YUalolIM JI0OOMBITCTBOM, KOTOPOE OHA 3aMeTHJIa
eme BHU3Y. OHA He TpeJcTaBisiia, 0 4yeM oH aymaeT? OH MOTHYJ T'OJIOBOM B CTOPOHY IMOJHOCA Ha
TYaJIETHOM CTOJIMKE:

— Bbl o4yt HUYETO HE eNu.

— Her. — HepBosHocTh smmmna ee anmetuta. OHa He ela ¢ caMoro 3aBTpaka, Korja 4yepes
CUJTy 3aCTaBHJIa ceOsl TIPOTJIOTUTh KYCOUYEK TOCTa M BBINUTH Yai0. CUJOHU CIJIOTHY/IA, YTOOBI CMOYHUTD
riepecoxiiee ropio, U MocTapanach NpUAATh rOIOCY CIIOKOUCTBUSI, KOTOPOTO He ObLIO U B TIOMUHE. —
Bbi10 oueHb M00e3HO ¢ Ballield CTOPOHbI IPUCTIaTh MHE efy.

OH noxasn 1uieyamu, Kak OyATo 3T0 Obljla HUYEro He 3Havallas epyHjaa. B mocnennue rompl
CujioHu BHJEIa MAJIO MPOSIBJICHUIA JOOPOTHI U HAy4MsIach HEHUTh ee. OH MpUcian ele v ropsyyio
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Boxy. [ocrie 1iesioro qHs MyTH OHA YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl YCTaBIIEH U N3MOTAHHON — YMbIBaHHE Uyec-
HBIM 00pa30M BOCCTAaHOBHJIO €€ CHJIBI.

— He coutute Moe 3ameuaHnue 3a KOMIUTUMEHT, HO TO, YTO BB JielaeTe, — camasi HaCTOSIIAs
[JTyTIOCTb.

MeppHK pa3misabBajl €e Tak MPUCTATBHO, CIIOBHO HaMepeBaJICs BHIYAUTh U3 Hee BCE CaMble
COKpOBeHHBIe TaliHbl. OJJHAa W3 3TUX TalH JaBaja edl OoJbllie BJIACTU HAJ HUM, YeM OH MOr cebe
Mpe/CTaBUTh. [lypHOE MpeauyBCTBUE 3aTONMWIIO €€, CTSIHYB B TYTOW y3eJl BHYTPEHHOCTH, yke U 0e3
TOTO CXKaBIIIMECs B KOMOK OT CTpaxa. 3HaHWe, KOTOPBIM OHa 00Jiaiaja, ObLIIO OMACHBIM, a B TIIyOHHE
AyIIM OHA 3HaJIa, YTO Kak Bpar MeppuK rpo3eH 1 Oecola/ieH.

CujioHu cena, IpUKUMasi 30JI0TOE OISO K IPY/IH.

— Ion rynocThio BH MOApa3yMeBaeTe Moe HaMepeHHe repecarh C BaMu ? — SI3BUTENBHO CIIPO-
CHJIa OHA.

B Harpazy 3a cBOI0 pe3KOCTh OHA TIOJTyYrJIa KPUBYIO YIBIOKY. Y HEero OblT KpacHBBIN POT, BBIPa-
3UTEJIbHBINA, TOCTATOYHO MIEAPbIA, YTOOB HaMEKaTh HAa YyBCTBEHHOE MAaCTEPCTBO 3a IMpeAeiaMH ee
MO3HAHU.

— UYro Oyger, Korjaa Bbl BeizieTe 3aMyk? Kak Bbl OOBSICHUTE CBOEMY MYKY OTCYTCTBUE Y Bac
JeBCTBEHHOCTHU?

— 51 HUKOrAa He BBINY 3aMyK, — oTBeTHIa CHIOHU TBEPHO, C aDCOMIOTHOM yOekIeHHOCThI0. U
MIPUTOTOBIJIACH K BO3pAKEHUsIM. [[J1s1 GONBIIMHCTBA JTIOJei HETTOHATHO: KaK JKeHIIMHA MOXKET XOTETh
OCTaBaTbCsl HE3aMY>KHE ?

BripaxkeHue ero Jmia octaBaaoch HEUTPATbHBIM.

— [Nonaraio, oreIT PoGepTh OTBpaThiI Bac OT UeH 3aMyKecTBa. B nHTEpecax crpaBeaMBOCTH
JOJKEeH CKa3aTh: YWIbSIM — IUIOXOH MPEACTaBUTENb MYKCKOTO MOJa.

OHa BCKMHYJ1a TOJIOBY.

— BONBIIMHCTBO 3HAKOMBIX MHE MYKYMH — TUIOXUE MPEJCTABUTENN. Drou3M, HAIMEHHOCTh U
rpy0OCTb — MOX0XKE, HEOThEMJIEMbIE COCTABIISIIOIINE MYKCKOM HATYPBI.

— Ai-aii-aii. 1 kpacHelo 3a CBOM MOJ, — IIYTJIMBO OTO3BAJICS OH.

— U BBI Bpsizl M sIBJISIETECH MCKJTIOUEHUEM, — TOPHKO IPOrOBOPHIIA OHA.

— Bama npaBaa, noporasi geau. — Meppuk OT/IeNIICs OT KOCSIKA U HECTIEIITHO MOAOIIeN K MOl
Hocy. — Tak, 4to y Hac Tyt?

CuioHN HaXMypHJIach, B 3aMeIaTeNIbCTBE Ce/s 32 HUM B3I 1oM. Ero Manepa noBeeHus He
BbIpaXkasa HUKaKo# criemku. OHa-To OblIa yBepeHa, YTo OH Oy/leT HacTauBaTh HA OCYLIECTBICHUM
CBOMX TIpaB, €IBa TOJIBKO BoiaeT. To, YTO OHa YyBCTBYET, BU/sl OTCYTCTBUE Y HETO SHTYy3Ma3Ma, He
MOXeT ObITh Tocanoit. He Tak mu? U Bee e ObUTO HEUTO YHU3UTEIBHOE B TOM, UTO Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPOTO
THI CUMTAJIa HEUCTIPABUMBIM PACITyTHUKOM, HE CIEIIUT C/IeNIaTh CBOE YEPHOE JIEIO.

Meppuk He OINpaBIbIBa CTPAIIHBIX OXHUIaHWNA. PoOepra ommchBaia ero Kak IbIBOJIBCKOTO
COOMa3HUTENISA, MYKUUHY, HEBOOOPA3UMO ypOIIMBOroO U 6e300pa3Horo. BriepBbie yBUIeB ero JIMI,
Cuj1oHM yKacHY/ach TJIAaBHBIM 00pa3oM MOTOMY, YTO TaKMe [IpamMbl MOIJIM OBITh PE3y/IbTaTOM JIMIIIb
CTpAIIIHBIX, MyUUTEJIbHBIX paHeHuil. Terneps ke, 1axe Mociae X KOPOTKOrO 3HAKOMCTBA, OHa BHEa
YeJIOBeKa, CKPBIBAIOLIETOCs 32 STUMHU IIpaMaMu. DTOT YeJIOBEK He UyaoBuIle. Ero 4epTel MHTPUTYIOT
6onplie. Y HEro MHTEPECHOE JIUIIO, TTOJTHOE MYKECTBEHHOCTH 1 yMa. [TopasutenbHoe.

HepBHo ragasi, B Kakyio UTpy OH MI'paeT, OHAa CMOTpeJia, Kak OH OTpe3aJl rapy JIOMTUKOB TBEp-
JIOTO JKeJITOrO ChIpa Y MOJIOKUI UX Ha KpeKephl. [I1s1 TAKOro KPyImHOTO MYKYHHBI Y HETO OBUTH YIH-
BUTEJILHO M3SIIHBIE PYKU. B HEpOBHOM cBeTe pyOMHOBOE KOJIBLIO MPAYHO BCIIBIXMBAJIO — KaK MPeao-
crepexxenue. OHa OXuaasa, 4To TOYYBCTBYeT BpakIeOHOCTh U cTpax. W mouyBcTBOBasia. [lpyrue
SMoIMHY ObUTM MEeHee OTYETIMBBIMU: JTIOOOIMBITCTBO — BHE BCAKMX COMHEHUH, HACTOPOXKEHHOE COMH-
JKEHHUE, YTO-TO ellle — BOJIHYIOIIEe ¥ HE3HAKOMOE.

JKryuuit uHTepec 6eCroKOm ropasao OoJbIIe, YeM CTpax WK Herpusi3Hb. OHa BOCIIPUHAMAIIA
Meppuka ¢ KakoW-TO )KUBOTHOM OCTPOTOM, KOTOPOM HUKOI/IA PaHblIE HE UCIBIThIBAJIA.
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OH mpotsnyn et Tapesnky. He 3agymbiBasich, CUIOHM B3si1a KpeKep M OTKYCHJIA KYCOUeK, a
OH TE€M BPEMEHEM OTOIIeN U IPUCTIOHMIICS K pe3HOMY CTOJIOMKY B M3HOXKbe KPOBaTU. TeHb YIBIOKU
urpaja y Hero Ha ryoax. ['a3a ee oTMETHIIM KOHTYP Pe3KO OYepUEHHOW BEpXHEW I'yObl, BBICTYIIAIO-
IIyI0 TIOJHOTY HWXHel. TpeBoxalas cMech CTpaxa U OCTPOro MHTepeca, KOTOPYIO OH MpoOyXaal,
riocesiyia B JIyIllie CMsITeHHE U OeCIIOKOWCTBO.

— 4 nmymana, 4To BHI... — Hayana CUAOHU, HO MOTOM YCOMHMJIACh, Pa3yMHO JIM YIIOMUHATb O
ero mjiaHax 00ecuecTHTh ee.

— Mory cebe npencraBuTb. — OH CHOBa MPOTSIHYJ TAPEJIKy.

OHa B3s11a elnie ABa Kpekepa.

— Ilouemy BbI 31€CH?

— B atoi1 cnianbHe? @y, Mucc PopcaiiT, Bbl Yepecuyp 3aCTEHUMBBI.

OHna nokpacHesna OT yHUKEHHUS.

— Her.

OH BepHyJI TapesKy Ha MOJHOC W HAJIMJI [1Ba OOKasa KJiapera.

— Bol umeete B Buay — B 3amke Kpelisen?

— Ma. — Ona B3s1a Ookan u caenaina riaoTok. [Torom ermme onuH. [IpusTHOE TEIUIO YyTh IPUTITY-
U0 TpeBory. Pyka, CTUCKMBaIOIIasi Ofiesiyio C TaKOW CHJIOH, 4TO MoOesyies KOCTSIIKH, paccnadu-
nack. — He ynoOnee Ob110 Obl coOnasauth Podepty B ®epan?

Heckomnbko siet Hazan Meppuk Kyt PepHu — IMeHHe, IPUMBbIKalolee K 0OBETIaIOMY BeJd-
YyecTBeHHOMY bapcToy-xosuty. A IOTOM MCTpaTHII LIeJIoe COCTOSIHUE, CO3/aBasi Pe3uICHIINIO, JOCTOM-
HYIO BUKOHTA. [la 4TO TaM BUKOHTa — camoro npuHia. CUIOHM HUKOrJa He ObUIa Jajbllie BOPOT
depHu, HO B CpaBHEHUH C TeM, YTO OHa BHJEA CHapyxu, Yercyopt moxoqun Ha jadyry. Cocenu
MOCTOSIHHO CIUIETHUYAJIM O BEJIMKOJIETIMU JOMa, XOTS Y HAX XBaTajlo yMma JiefiaTh 3TO He B MPHUCYT-
crBuM Ywibsma. CUIOHM BOCXMINATACh Jep30CThi0 Hen3BecTHoro [lxoszeda Meppuka. OH HU Ha
MUHYTY HE JaBaJj ee 34TI0 3a0BbITh O TOM (paKTe, YTO BO BCEX CMBICIIAX, 32 UCKIIOUEHUEM HACIIeICTBa,
sopn XonOpyK — MOJTHEHIINIA HeyIaYHUK B CPABHEHUH CO CBOMM KY3€HOM.

Crnabas ynbeiOKa elnie urpaja Ha Tyoax Meppuka, Korja oH, TOJIOKHB Ha TapeJIKy elle KpeKepos,
MIPOTSIHYJI EH.

— Ilaxke caMblii MeIJTUTEIIBHBIN U3 MYXel BepHYJI Obl CBOIO 3a0JTy/IIIYIO )KEHYIIKY, Korjga O eMy
HYXKHO OBUIO BCErO-HABCEro Mepeceydb IpaHuily UMEHHUS.

Oma B3s71a TapesIKy U NOCTaBUJIa HA CBOM MOJHSATHIE KOJIeHH. [1Jis1 9TOro el mpuIlIoch OTIy-
CTUTB ofiesiio. MeppHK, MoXoXke, He 3aMEeTHJI, KaK OHO OOBHCIIO Y Hee Ha Tpy/u.

— Bo3moxHo, Bbl npaBel. — OHa pacnpaBuiiach ¢ Mapoykonl KpekepoB. — W BeposATHO, Bam
JOCTaBJISIET YIOBOJIbCTBUE FOTUYECKask aTMocepa ITOro Mecra.

— ITogoGHOE HUKOTAA HE IPUXOIUIIO MHE B TOJIOBY.

CupmoHu Opocuiia Ha HEro CKeNTUIeCKUI B3IJIS/ U TIIOTHYJIA ele BUHA. Bokan yxke ObLT Haro-
noBuHy mycT. Kak 3to ciayuwmiocs?

— Bbl nibITaeTeCh HANOUTH MEHs?

— Her. — Meppuk nofHsut cBoit 60Kas B 6€3MOJIBHOM TOCTE.

— YV Bac He BHIUJET.

— Yro He BbIiAET?

— Pa3msrunth MeHs1 BUHOM.

— Pan s10 capimare. He XoTtenock Obl ymath, 4TO Bbl HACTOJIBKO HE3PEIbl, YTOOBI TIOMACTHCS
Ha 3TOT cTapblil TpioK. — OH 3a0paJl y Hee OIMyCTeBIINIA OOKaJI M TIOCTABUJI €ro Ha CTOM PSIOM CO
cBouM. — Bbl moenn?

— Jla, ciacu6o. — CuoHM Tiepefaia emy MycTylo Tapesiky, Tmojaras, 9to OyleT XOJOJHOU U
TOpIOH, KOIZIa OH PEIIUT JIMIIUTh ee JIeBCTBEHHOCTH. BmMecTo 3Toro uyBcTBOBasia ceOsi COMTON C
TOJIKY U YAMBUTEIBHO OJlaroxesiatesibHOM MO OTHOIIEHHIO K Muctepy Meppuky. Her, eil, koHe4HO,

17



A. Kammoemn. «CemMb HOYEH B IIOCTEJIN TTOBECHD»

HE XOTeJIOCh, 4T00 OH czenai... 31o. Ho B aymie y Hee Oosbilie He ObIJIO TOTO TIPaBEJIHOTO THEBA,
KOTOPBII /IO CHX TIOp MOAJEPKUBAII e€.

Bo3MokHO, BUHO BCe-TakM CAENANO0 CBoe Aeno. [la ere 3Ta ero CKpoMHasi, HeHaBsI3uMBasi 100-
pOTa, KeJaHue yoeauThcs, YTo OHa He rojonHa. beanas rmynas Cunonn ®opcailt, otaaoiias cBoe
HeJIOMY/IpHUe 32 HECKOJIBKO KYCOUKOB JIEPEBEHCKOr0 uejiepa!

Her, sta cnmabocts onacHa. Eciu oHa yeTynut 6e3 BO3pakeHUi, TO HUKOTA He CMOXKET JKHUTh
B MHUpE C COOOIA.

— IIpekparute UrpaTh CO MHOM, — MOTPEOOBA/IA OHA C BHE3AIMHON PE3KOCTHIO.

[ToToMm ¢ M3MMIITHEN CHJION OTKHMHYJA OJESIO M BHITSHYJIACh HA KPOBaTH, YCTPEMUB 3aCThIB-
IIMH B3I B 3€pKajio. MyX4rHa, KOTOPOMY HpaBUTCS HAOMIOAATH 32 COOOM, KOTja OH C KeHIIMHOM,
3acIly’)KMBaeT npe3peHusi. [ocrmoau, na 3ToT YenoBek Aaxe He MBITAeTCsl CKPBITh, KAKOW OH HeHCIpa-
BUMBI CJIACTOMIOOEII.

TpynmHO OBUIO XpaHWTh HEOMOOpPUTETbHOE MOJTYaHWe, KOrja Heroisid, BO3HAMEPUBIIIMIACS
JIMIINATH €€ JeBCTBEHHOCTH, PACXOXOTAJICS.

— Boxe MunoctuBbii, Muicc PopcaiiT, Bbl OTYasTHHO HYkKJAETECh B XOPOIIIEM COBETE OTHOCHU-
TEJILHO BaIllero rapyepooa.

— DTO BCEro JIMIIb MOSI. .. MOsl HOUHasi copouka. — OHa He MOIJIa 3aCTaBUTh ceOsl MOCMOTPETh
Ha Hero.

Ceparie ee TPEBOKHO €KHYJIO, KOTIa OH MOAOIIEN OJTHIKe.

— B Heil xBaTUT MecTa Jisl IeCTephIX.

CuioHM METHYA B HETO pa3ApakeHHbIN BIIJISII.

— A BbI Xaau, 9TO s Oyay BooOie 6e3 Huuero? Houb cMIIKOM XOJIOAHAS, HE TOBOPS YK MPO
BCE OCTAJIbHOE.

Muictep MeppHk NoaBepr ee MpUcTaibHOMY, TIIATeIbHOMY M3ydyeHuo. OHa He COMHEBAJIaCh,
YTO OH INPEJCTABISIET ee roJIoN, Aa OHAa M caMa BUHOBATa, YTO YMOMSIHYJIA O TAKOW BO3MOKHOCTH.
Ee Bcerma mpemynpexaany, YTo HECAEPKAaHHOCTh B CJIOBaX HENMPEMEHHO JIOBeAeT ee A0 Oembl. A
ceiiyac oHa orperesaeHHo B Oeae. M He TONBKO MOTOMY, YTO MaHepa MOoBeIeHusI MucTepa Meppuka
B MTHOBEHHUE OKa U3 0e3pa3IMyHON MPEeBPATUIaCh B 3aMHTEPECOBAHHYIO.

STa MUMOJIETHAs OLICHKA ee TeJla UIMJIACh BCEro HECKOIBKO CEKYH[, M BCE K€ KAk bl JIONM
ee Koxu mbutasl. JKUBOT moaBesio ¢ 60e3HEHHON CMEChIO CThIa U HEBOJILHOTO BO30yXaeHus1. OHa
BCTPETUJIACh C €ro B3MVISIIOM M TYT € CHJIBHO TMoXkasena 00 3ToM. XWIIHBINA OJlecK B I71a3ax ObLT
OYEBU/IHBIM.

— Hy, Mexx 1y Harotoi 1 9TOM NnajaTKo, KOTOpasi Ha Bac, JOBOJILHO IPOCTPAHCTBA /151 MAHEB-
pupoBanusi. — Barisi ero 3aoctpuiics. — Bul q;ymanu, uTo s cnacyio nepes] Bceit 3Tou iaHesbio?

— JlomkHa xe s1 6blIa XOTh KaK-TO 3alIUTUThCS, — TpodopmoTaia CUIOHU, CHOBA YCTABUBILUCH
B 3€PKAJIbHBIN MOTOJIOK. XOTs1, TOBOPSI IO TpaBJie, el Jaxe He MPUIILIO B FOJIOBY B3ATh C COOOH UTO-
HUOY/b ellle, KpoMe CBOei OOBIYHOW HOUYHON COPOYKH.

— Bbl HejoolIeHMBaeTe CTUMYIIMPYIOITYIO CUJTy BOOOpaXeHus1, — CyX0 MporoBopus Meppuk. —
MeHs1 yBJeKaeT nepcrieKTrBa OOHAPYKEHHUsI COKPOBHII] IO STOW TOPKOH TKaHH.

B 6e3monBHOM ykace CuIoHM MTOBEPHYJIA FOJIOBY M BO33pWJIach Ha Hero. Macka 6e33a00THO-
CTH U JIETKOW HENPUHYKJICHHOCTHU yIajia, ¥ OHA MPOYsia Ha ero MpauyHOM JIMIIE YyBCTBEHHbIN TOIO.
Mex 1y HIMU BO3HHUKJIO KaKOe-TO OIyTHMOE HarlpsiKeHHe. B MpOH3UTEIbHON TUIIIMHE CTYK HOK/IS
T0 CTEeKJTy Ka3aJicsl HeMPUSATHBIM, HEPBUPYIOIIUM BTOPKEHUEM.

— CHuMHTE ee, — TUXO BeJIEJI OH.

Boxe mMunocTuBbIii!..

Bpems npunio. Hy pasymeercsi. Ona Beap nosisuiach Ha niopore KpeiiseHa, npeniaras ceos
ero xo3simHy. EfBa i OH OTKaXeTcst OT ee NMpeAIoKeH s Paay TUXOro Beuepa B KOMIIAHUM C MHTe-
pecHoil KHUror. MejIeHHO, ¢ KOJIOTSIIIIUMCS B TIAHUKE CEepIIleM, OHa cefia. TpsAcymMucs pykamu
Hallapua 1nojosi copouyku. Ha oquH KOpOTKMil MUT BCE CKPBUIOCH 32 TOJICTOM (hJIaHENIbIo, A B CIIE/Y-
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0L OHA yKe Obl1a CBOOOTHA. BBI3BIBAIOIINM 5KECTOM IIBBIPHYJIA COPOUKY Ha MO, He keJasi BCTpe-
YaThCs BMVIAA0M ¢ MeppuKoM, Kak U He Xkellas BhJaTh CBOE YHHKEHHE, IPUKPHIBASICH PYKaMHU.

Tenepb UCTUHHASA TOPOYHOCTH ITOM 3€PKAJILHOM KOMHATHI yIapuJjia Kak MOJIOTOK 1o Meu. Kak
OECKOHEYHOE 9XO 3TOTr0 3BEHSILEro yaapa, BCIoly, KyJda HU TJIsiHb, OHAa BUJENa CBOe OOHaXEHHOE
teso. CHoBa u cHoBa. breanas koxa. Topuamas rpyas. ['omnbie Horu.

OTpakeHHbII COTHU pa3, MepprK BO3BBIILIAJICS HAJl HEW — OrPOMHBIN, BJIACTHBIN, MYKECTBEH-
HBIA. B cBeTe cBeuell ero cBoOOqHAsE pyOallika CBETHJIACh CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOW Oenm3Hor. OH He
IIEJIOXHYJICS C TeX TOp, KaK OHa CHSUIA COPOUKY, HO HANpPSIKEHUE B €ro JUIMHHOM TeJie TOBOPHJIO O
TOM, 4TO JTI00asi ee MoJib0a O MUJIOCEPANH OcTaHeTcs1 0e30TBeTHOM. Ero mo3a Bbipakasia OXOTHUYBIO
TOTOBHOCTb.

Mosyanue TSHYJIOCh IO TeX TOp, TIOKa i He 3aX0TeNI0Ch 3aKpUiaTh.

CuioHu MOBEpHy/Iach M MOCMOTpeia Ha Hero. B ueprax Meppuka SIBCTBEHHO YMTAJIOCh TO,
YTO Jja’ke OHA IMpU BCEW CBOEW HEBMHHOCTH y3Hasa Kak BO30yxkJeHHe. [71a3a Ha yrjioBaToM JuIe
ropeiu cepeOprUCThIM OJIeCKOM. DTO ObUT YKe He TOT arlaTHYHBIN YeJIOBEeK C CApIOHNYECKO yCMelll-
KO, KOTOPBIF KOPMUJI €€ UMITPOBU3UPOBAHHBIM YKMHOM. DTOT MYKUYMHA KaXJaJl UyBCTBEHHBIX YIO-
BOJILCTBUI.

Crpax kiyOkoM cBepHyicsi y Hee B kuBote. CTpax M HemnpoineHoe mo0ornbTcTBo. Koraa
Cunonu cMoTpesa Ha Meppuka, 1o Telly ee pacTeKasicsi Kakou-To HeBeJoMblid gocesie xkap. C Tex
MOp KaK OHA corjlacuiiach 3aHsATh MecTo Pobeptsl, CuaoHu TBepania cede, YTo B STOM MCIBITAHUH
OHA COXPAHWT €CII He JIEBCTBEHHOCTb, TO MO KpalHel Mepe caMOyBaKeHHE HETPOHYTHIM. DTHU ke
CBEpKaoIlye I1a3a JAaBali MOHSTh, YTO CAaMOYBaKEHHME CTaHET MEepBOM KEePTBOW X Oe3paccyqHOu
cnenku. OHa HaTYKHO CTHCHYJIa MasbliaMu npocThiHio. Kak Tyro HatsHyTas crpyHa, CugoHu 0osi-
J1ach, UTO PA30OPBETCS HA/IBOE, €CJIM OH JIOTPOHETCS JI0 Hee.

MycKyi 3a/ieprayicsi y Hero Ha IleKe, a pyKH CKaJIiCh B KyJIaKH, KOT/Ia €ro JISHMBO MeTUTEb-
HBII B3MJIs/1 3a/iepkasics Ha ee rpynu. CeKyH/Ibl CIMBAIUCh B OOKHUralouii orous. K cBoemy ctoiay,
CuoHM ouyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK COCKM y Hee 3aTBeprenu. [ 1aza Meppuka — pa3pasu ero rpom! — oHu-
MAIOIIe CY3UJIUCh, a TYObl CKPUBHIJIA CAMOJIOBOJIbHAS YAbIOKa. OH 3HaJI, 4TO HE MPOTUBEH €i, TOYHO
TaK ke, Kak OHa Xejaia, YToOB! 3TO OBLIO HE TaK.

Ero mpitatomiye riaa3a onycTHINCh Ha TPEYTONbHUK KaIITAHOBBIX BOJOC MekIy HOr. OH Kak
OyITO TOTPOHYJICS 10 Hee TaM. PacruiaBiieHHBIN Kap pacTeKcsl B )KUBOTE, 3aCTaBUB €€ OXHYTh OT
ynuBnenus. OHa cxasa 6e1pa 1 MPUKPbLIACh PYKOM.

— IIpekpatute, — npomtenTana CHIOHHU FOJOCOM, CHILIBIM OT HEMPOJIUTHIX CIE3.

Meppuk, Kazanoch, He cipbimai. [arayn Onvke v MONOKWIT PyKy eil Ha 3aThlioK. CUIoHH
B3IpOrHy/ia u 3ameprna. CKBO3b pacTeKaloleecsi Terio OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA JIETKYIO HIEPIIABOCTb
MO3O0JIUCTHIX MableB. Yepe3 HEeCKOIbKO MTHOBEHUI KOsieOaHUsI OH JIETKO MPOOeKal J1aJ0HbI0 BHU3
10 11Iee, K IMyJIbCUPYIOIEeH KUjKe y ropia. Kaxapiii HepB BCTperneHyJIcs, U TUIaBsIIeecs OlIyIeHUe
CHIeNIaJIoch mupe, TIyoxke, mpoOykaas B Hel KaKOW-TO CTPAHHBIN, HEBEJOMBIA OTKJIMK. VIHCTUHKT
TpeOOBaJl OTCTPAHUTHLCS, HATSHYTh OZIESJIO, CIIPSATATHCS.

I'opnocts ynepxxuBana Ha MecTe.

Ata ob)uraoas pyka CycTiIach HUKe, Morjaania ee rpyau. HempoleHoe yqoBOiIbCTBHUE,
3aIlIMIeB, BCIIBIXHYJIO, CIIOBHO ToOpsilliee TOJICHO, Ha KOTOpoe IUIeCHYaW Macia. B tummHe Obuio
CJIBIIITHO ee HepoBHOe JpixaHue. [axe Oypst Kak OyATO MPUOCTAHOBUJIACH B OXKMIAHUM. B3rsg mMeT-
HYJICSI K €T0 JIMITY, Ha KoTopoM CHI0OHM OOHAPYKIJIA JKeJTaHKe U eIlle HeUuTO, IOX0kKee Ha M3yMJICHHE.
Cepatie poImycTHiIo yap, 3aTeM OOJIbHO CTYKHYJIOCHh O pedpa.

— Tel pekpacHa, — xpurio mpodopmoTas oH. HexxHo 00Be COCOK, MOTOM OOXBAaTHJI TPY/b
CBOEM OOJIBIIION JIAIOHBIO.

310 OBLIO yKe CIMIIKOM. [IeByIlKa He MOTJ1a BRIHECTH 9TOH JUKUBOW MPETIOANH, KaKOM OBl cla-
JOCTHOW OHa HU Obuta. CHIOHM cOo3HaBasIa (DATBITUBOCTh HEKHOCTH, TOT/Ia KaK B OCHOBE UX OTHO-
IIIEHH JIEKAJI0 THYCHOE JISJIOBOE COIJIAILICHHUE.
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Cuionn HaOpanach CMENOCTH B3IJISIHYTh B 3epKajio BBEpXY. Teso ee BHIISIENO OepeBeHe-
JIIM, MEPTBEHHO-0JIeIHBIM Ha (pOHE MpOCThIHEH. JIMIIO MCKAa3UIIOCh OT CTpaxa v permmMocTu. JInxo-
PaIOYHBINA PyMSIHEII TOJTBIXAJT Ha CKYJIax.

— Hy, nagaiite *ke, cnenaiite 310. — OHa ¢ TPyJOM y3HaJIa STOT MPOH3UTEbHBIN rojioc. — bora
panu, He MyubTe MeHs. [IpocTo... cnenaiTe 3TO.

JIOBOJIBHO JJOJITO MY’KYMHA, OTPAXEHHBIH B 3e€pKaJjie, He MeBeTUICs. 3aTeM ObICTPBIM IJIABHBIM
IBUXKEHUEM, OT KOTOPOTO €€ HEeMOCIyITHOE CepIie MYCTHIOCh B TAJION, CXBATHII TSKEJIOE TapuoBOe
ofiesiyIo.

— Ipomry npomenusi, mucc Popcaiit. — OH OosbIle yXe He TTOXOIUI Ha TOro MOTPSICEHHOTO,
WCKPEHHEro MYKUMHY, KOTOPBIM Ha3BaJl ee TpeKpacHou. [Ipe3puTebHBIM kKeCTOM OH HaOpOCHIT Ha
Hee onesuno. [loTpsiceHre NMINMIIO ee Japa pevd, KOrja OH pa3BepHYJCS W 3aiiaral K JBepH. —
CeronHst MOH BKYC HE pacpOCTPaHSETCS Ha CBATHIX MYYEHHUII.
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I'nmaBa 3

Cunonn Popcaiit crosiia mocpean OrpoOMHOIO XOJUIa B JIyKHIE OJISAHOTO COIHEYHOTO CBETa.
Ha Heii Obl1a TsDKenast HAKKUZKA, a B pyKe — CAKBOSIK.

— Yro 370, YepT BO3bMH, BB jAenaere? — JIxo3ed mpolarajg no KaMEHHBIM IUIATaM I10J1a U
OCTQHOBWJICSI B HECKOJIbKMX IlIarax OT Hee. XOpOIO, YTO OH paHHss ITallka, WHaye Obl OMo3Aal.
OH kak pa3 mpocMarpuBaj POCHEKT CTPOUTENLCTBA KaHala, Korja Muccuc buBeH mpuKoBbuIsIIa B
OuOINOTEKY 1 0OBSIBUIIA, YTO MOJIOAAS JIE/IU ITPOCUT PA3pEIIeHHs BOCIIONB30BATHCS €0 SKUIAKEM.

VYcnpimas ero rHeBHbIN Bonpoc, Muce PopcalT pe3ko passepHysace. Ha nmue ee otpasunoch
CMSATEHHE, U OH MOHSJI, YTO OHU 00a BCIIOMHIJIM T€ BOCIUIAMEHSIOLME MTHOBEHHS B €r0 MOCTEJIH.
BocrnoMyHaHue ocnenuTeIbHOM BCITBIIKOM MOJIBIXHYJIO Y HETO B MO3ry. Ee ITpeKkpacHsbie I71a3a NoTeM-
HEJIM, KaK eMy I0Ka3aJ10Ch, OT YHUKEHUSA, IIPEXKIE YEM Ha BBIPYUKY €M IIPUILEI THEB.

— BbI 4TO, HUKOIIAa HE OJEBAETECh KaK XPUCTUAHUH?

W BHOBB OHa ynuBuia ero. EMy 310 nonpasuiiocs. [IoHpaBHUIOCh NOYTH Tak ke, KaK CMOTPETH
Ha €€ HEMPUKPHITOE TEJIO MPOLIEIIEN HOUBI0. A yXK 9TO €My IIOHPAaBWJIOCh BECbMA U BECbMA.

OH yXMBUIBHYJICS.

— 310 MOi1 1oM. X049y XOIUTh B OTHOH PyOaIlke — ¥ X0XKy. A eciii MHe 3aX04eTcsl pasry/IuBaTh
I10 3aMKY COBCEM T'OJIbIM, CMEIO CKa3aTb, 3TO MOsI IPUBUJIETHS.

ToHKkHI pyMsHEL OKpacuil €€ IEKU NPU YIIOMUHAHWN HAroTel. 9TUM YyTPOM OHA BBIIVISZENA
6onpee. [10o1KHO ObITh, CMOIJIA YCHYTH MOC/IE TOrO, KAK OH MOKUHYJI CHAJIBHIO.

Emy, Kk coxanenuio, nocnarh He yAajaocCh.

— MHe Bce paBHO, B 4eM BbI xoauTe. — CIIOKOMHAs pelIMMOCTb 3aMackrpoBajia BojiHeHue. OH
Mor Obl IOOUTHCSI 00 3aKJIa]] Ha MPUIMYHYI0 CyMMY, YTO caMooOJajaHue ObUIO TaKUM ke (haIbIIv-
BBIM, KaK 1 0O€IlaHue BHICOKHMX MPHObLIEH B IPOCIIEKTE CTPOUTENILCTBA KaHala. — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB,
MBI C BaMH OOJIbIIIE HUKOTIA HE YBUIMMCSI.

— 51 b1 He pUAABa OUEHb OOJIBIIOTO 3HAUEHU I JAHHOMY YTBEP:KAEHUIO, — CyXO 3aMeTU1 Mep-
PUK. — DTO KpaiiHe OECYECTHBIN XO[] — YIU3HYTh, HE TIOMPOIIABIINCE.

— Ham Heuero ckazaTb Apyr apyry.

— BnI Tak nonaraere? — OH noBepHysicst K Muccuc buseH. — Ckaxute X0060cy, YTO SKHIaK
HE MOHALOOUTCA.

— Mucrep Meppuk... — ciep:kaHHO Hayaia mucc Popcair.

Pa3pasu ero rpom, eciim OH CTaHET NPENUPATLCA C HEW TYT, KOrJa €ro SKOHOMKa CTOUT PSIOM,
HaBOCTPUB YIIIH.

— [oxanyii, Ham JTydIne MPOAOKUTH ITY AUCKYCCHIO B OMOIHOTEKe.

— 1 Obl mpeAnoYIa MOKUHYTh Balll IOM U CYUTATh, YTO ITUX MPE3PEHHBIX YACOB HUKOI/A HE
ObLI10.

— Kaxoii nisu1 ¢ yTpa nopassiie. — OH NOAIYCTUI B CBOW I'OJIOC CKYYalOIUME HOTKHU. — IJTO
HECKOJIBKO YTOMHUTEJIBHO.

— TonbKO A1 My KUMHBI BalllX MMPEKJIOHHBIX JIET, — OTPBI3HYJIACh OHA.

Brava ancora! OH gorazapiajcs, Kak HEJIOBKO €M B €T0 IPUCYTCTBUM IIOCIIE TOTO, YTO IIPOU30-
LIJIO — U HE NTPOU30IIJIO — IpoIIeanier Houblo. OHAKO ke JEBYIIKA HE IaET EMY CITyCKY.

— Ilo kpaiiHel Mepe MO3BOJILTE MHE YCTPOUTh MOM CTapble KOCTU Ha MATKOM JMBAaHE, ITOKA BbI
Oyznete o0IMYaTh MEHs.

Huxkakoro 1omopa B otBeT. OHa nmpofoikaia INA4eTh Ha HETO HACTOPOKEHHO.

— 51 6bI peanowIa yexars.

— He comueBatocs. Ho pacrimcku PoGeptst Bee erie y MeHs1. Vi Bbl 3a0bu1H?

Ee norpscaromue riasa BCIBIXHY/IA HEHABUCTBIO.

— 51 He 3a0buta. {1 3aruiaTiaa BaM 3TOM HOYBIO.
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OH HeNpUSATHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Hy, 310 Kak nmocMotpeTs. — U jxecTom ykasai B cTOpoHy Oudmmoreku. — Mucc ®opcaidt?

Omna xMypo Bo33puiiach Ha Hero. [Torom B3rIsHy/Ia Ha Muccrc buBeH, KoTopast Habmogana 3a
9TOM CILIEHOM C )KMBEUIITMM UHTEPECOM.

Jlutto Cujtonw elne cuiibHee MOPO30BeNio, U OHA KOPOTKO KUBHYJIA:

— ITaTh MUHYT.

Jxo3ed MOHMMAJI, YTO HE CTOMT YNHMpaTh Ha CBOE MPEMMYIIECTBO WJIH, MO KpaiHel Mepe,
CIeyeT H0XKIaThcs, Korna oHu OyayT ongHu. OH OTKpBUI BEpPb U BBEJ €€ B YCTABJIEHHYI0 KHUTAMU
KOMHATYy.

[Tneun CugoHM 3aMETHO HAMPSTIIUCH, KOT/Ia OH CHSUI C Hee HAKUKY. beoe raThe rmoj HakuI-
KO OBUIO BCE TAKUM K€ HETPUJIMYHBIM. XOTS €My HPaBUJIOCh, KAK OHO HATSTMBAETCS HA TBHIIITHOM
rpyau. CJIOBHO BHOBb OOXBAThIBasl €€ COBEPUICHHYIO I'Py[b, PYKHA €ro CTHUCHYJHM TpyOylo IIepCTh
HAKUIKU. YCTynuB coOnasny, xo3ed HaKJIOHWJICS 4yTh HUKE, YTOOBI YIOBUTH €€ CBEXKHUH 3amax.
CeronHs1 yTpoM OT Hee He nmaxJio goxzaeM. OT Hee MaxJio JUMOHHBIM MbUTOM. 1 TeM He MeHee 3TOoT
OOBIYHBIN apOMaT MOPOAXT OypPHBIN BUXPb KeJaHUs y Hero B KpoBu. OH OpOCHII HAKUKY Ha CTY U
IIarHyJ1 OnvsKe, YTOOBI pa3BsA3aTh JIGHTOUKH He UIyIIeH eil UKy, Toro, KTo BeIOMpa ei ofexay,
CIe0BIIO Obl YETBEPTOBATb.

Cu10HM OTTOJIKHYJIA €T0 PYKY, U AbIXaHHUE €€ YYaCTHUIIOCh — He TO OT CTpaxa, He TO OT BO30YX-
AeHUs, TPYAHO ObUIO CKa3aTh. BeposTHO, OT TOTO U JIpyroro.

— IIpekparure.

— I[Ipocto xouy, 4T0OBI BaM ObUIO YIOOHO. — JICHTOUKM pa3BsA3aJIvCh, OH CHSLI IIISTY U OpOCHIT
ee MoBepX HAKHU[KH.

— Kak 6yaro Bam ecth fesio 10 moero ynooctsa. Eciv 6 9T0 ObUIO TaK, BB ObI OTITYCTHIJIA MEHS.

Ero ryOs1 iepHyIMCh, KOTJa OH OTOIIIE].

— Ho 310 moxo ckazayioch Obl Ha MOeM ynoOcCTBe. — MeppuK KeCToM yKa3al Ha KOKaHBIN
cryn. — [loxanyiicra, npucaxuBaiTech.

Oma ocTanach HEMOABMKHO CTOSITh MOCPEIN KOMHATHI.

— Her, 6maronapio. $I ckopo OTITPaBIOCH B MY Th.

OH HecrenHo mpoies K OKHy U onepcst 00 OKOHHYIO pamy, Kymnasich B JIydaX TEIIoro He 1o
ce3oHy conHia. Hounas Oypst ynersiach, ¥ A€Hb BBIIAJICS TIOTOXUM 151 HOSIOpsi. XOTs1, KaK OH IMOJI0-
3peBaJi, TeMIleparypa 37ech, B OMOIMoTeKe, BOT-BOT YIaJeT Ha HECKOJIBKO I'Pa1yCcoB.

Jxo3ed ycTpeMuIl Ha JEBYILIKY TBEPAbIA PUCTATIbHBIN B3IJISII.

— He gymaut, uto Bel oOMaHIumIa, Mucc Popcair.

BripakeHnue uia ee ocTajaoch HEMTPaIbHBIM, XOTSI OHA JAO/DKHA ObUIA MOHSATH, YTO OH UME
B BUJLY.

— 51 Hu B yem Bac He oOMaHyna, Muctep Meppuk.

ToH ero ObLT SI3BUTEIILHBIM.

— A Kak Bbl Ha30BETE MOMBITKY YKJIOHUTHCS OT MOEro OOIIECTBa Mocje 0OEIaHHOTO MHE. ..
YIOBJIETBOPEHUS?

Omna no6nesiHena, ¥ pyKa B MepyaTKe CTUCHYJIA PYUKY CaKBOSIKA.

— Bbl He 3ax0Te/ I MeHs MPOILION HOYBIO.

OH BCKMHYJ OpOBY ¢ HACMEILIMBLIM HEIOBEPUEM, MEK]Ly TEM KaK pacIycKaloleecs KeJlaHue
HAalIeNTHIBAJIO My COONa3HUTEbHBIE OOCIaHusI.

— Ilaxe BBl HE MOXeTe ObITh HACTOJILKO HAWBHBI.

Omna THX0 3apblvaja v pa3BepHYJach, BBMETHYB TOHKHE I00KU. OH 3aMeTHIT IB€ MEJIbKHYBIIINE
TOYEHbIE JIOABIKKHU. VIHTEpecHO, MoYeMy 3TO 3pelUIle OKa3aJIoCh TAKUM BO30YKIAIOIIUM, KOTJa OH
yXe BUen ee 0OHaKEHHON ?

— Buxy, BbI HACTPOEHBI Ty TUTb.

OH 3arpoKuHYJI FOJIOBY M IOCMOTpEJT Ha Hee MOBepX TOPOMHKY CBOETO CIIOMAHHOTO HOCA.
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— Her, s HacTpoeH He JaTh BaM YKJIOHUTBCS OT MCTIOJTHEHUSI COTJIAIIeHHUS].

Cu/10HM OCTAaHOBMJIACH M BCTPEBOKEHHO TIOCMOTpEJIA Ha HEro MOTeMHEBIIMMU IJ1a3amMu. Jlaxe
B3POCIIBIX MYKUHMH OTTIKUBAIOT ero mipambl. [loyemMy ke, uepT BO3bMH, €r0 I'POTECKHAs BHEITHOCTb
HE yCTpallaeT 3Ty HEOMbITHYIO IEBUOHKY ?

— 51 mpeAsoXWIIa CBOM. .. YCIIYTH, BBl OT HUX OTKa3aiuch. — OHa MOCTaBUIIa CAKBOSIK HA MO U
YIPSAMO BBITIATHIIA TIONOOPOIOK. — 3HAYUT, ST UMEI0 TIOIHOE TIPAaBO YUTH HETPOHYTOM.

— Jla BBI ipsAaMO afBoOKat, Mucc Popcaiit. Bol ncmonb30Baiu MogooHy0 copUCTUKY U BUepa
BEYEPOM, KOT/Ia IPEAJIOKIIIN ceOsi BMECTO CBOEH OOMAHIIIUIIBI-CECTPHI.

[IpaBna, HeMb3s CKa3aTh, YTO OH MOT HACKPECTU XOTh KaIlIio COXKAJIEHHUS U3-3a ITOM 3aMEHBI.
PoGepra — mpekpacHoe co3/1aHue, XOTb U IyCTOE, U OH C MPEBEIMKUM YIOBOJILCTBHEM 3aTaIlIvII Obl
ee k cede B noctesb. Ho rmaBHBIM 00pa3oM MoToMy, YTO 3HA, YTO HACTABJISIET pOra 3TOM MEep3KOu
Kabe, CBoeMy Ky3eHy.

Ho cectpa PoGepTsi. ..

Cuyionn ®opcaiiT — 3T0 COKpOBHIIIE, C KOTOPHIM OH HHMKOTa He BcTpevasics. Hy He mypak xe
OH, YTOOBI OCTaBUTbH €r0 TaM, IJie HAIlleN, U YUTH, HACBUCTHIBASI.

— Ho BbI Bep He OyaeTe HacTamBaTh Ha TIOJHOM BO3MeIlleHWH. — HeyBepeHHOCTh, KoTopast
BCer/ia Tauiach moj ee OpaBajon, crana ssBHou. — [Tocye Toro, uTo. ..

— Hano nonarats, Bbl IprOBUTH, OXKUIAs1 3aIUIATUTD JIONT CIIOTHA, — XOJIOMHO ITporoBopu [ xo-
3ed.

OH CJIOKWI PyKH HA TPYAU, YTOOBI He 1aTh ceOe MOTAHYThCs K Herl. OTMH CMEXOTBOPHO HEBUH-
HBII MOLIETYH, KOPOTKOE 3HAKOMCTBO C €€ HIEJTKOBUCTON KOXel — M BOT YKe KakJa MPUKOCHYThCS
K Hel cTajia JIMXOPaJOuHOM.

— D10 Gesymme. — Kak koOb1a, mouysiBias kepellia, OHa HEPBHO MEepecTynuaa ¢ HOTH Ha
Hory. — Eciii Bbl He 0JJ0JIKHUTE MHE CBOIO KapeTy, 5 Mouay nemkom Ao CuamayTa v Hailly TpaHCIOPT
TaM. DTO BCETO JIMIIb napa Muib. — OHa IOBEPHYJIACh U PEIIUTENBHO 3alllaraia mpoyb.

OH OJHUM TIPBIKKOM HACTHUT €€ U CXBATHJI 32 PYKY.

— Iocroiite.

W TyT %e axe CKBO3b PyKaB BHOBb BO3HUKJIA Ta JIEKTPUBYIOIIAS CBS3b, KOTOPYIO OH OLTYTHJ
HOYBIO, Iepika B JIAIOHH ee OOHakeHHYI0 Ipyab. Korma oHa ycTpemusia Ha Hero UCIyraHHbIN B3I,
OH TIOHSIJT, YTO U OHA MTPOTUB BOJIM TIOUYBCTBOBAJIA TO K€ CAMOE.

OH ¢ TpyoM yaepxkajcs OT MOpbIBa MOAXBATUTH AEBYIIKY Ha pyKu. KOpoTko BKycuB ee ryo0,
OH XaxJan Oosbliero. BocmoMuHaHMe O BOCXUTUTENBHOM TeJlle He JIaBaJIo €My CIaTh BCIO HOYb, a
KOTJa yAaBaJoCh ypBaTh HEMHOTO CHa, OHa cHUJIach emy. OOHaxeHHas1. [TonatBasi. Baapixatormas
OT HACJIAXKJCHUS B €r0 OOBATHSAX.

CujioHu 3a1porkaia Mo ero JaJOHbIO.

— Bam He3aueMm [1aBathb BOJIO pyKam.

— Moxer, 1 He3aueM, HO MHE OIpe/IeIEHHO HPaBUTCS, — poMypibIKaul [xxo3ed 1 OblT BO3HA-
rpask/ieH OYapoBaTeIbHBIM PyMsHIIEM. MeppyK He MOT TPUTIOMHHUTb, KOTJJa MOCIIETHHNA pa3 o0uiascs
C JKEHILMHOM, ellle CIIOCOOHOM KpacHeTh. Te KEeHIIMHBI, KOTOPBIE COIIAIAIUCH OBITh C HUM, ITPOCTO
MIPECHITIIINCH OAHATBHOM MTPUBJIEKATEIbHOCTHIO HEM3YBEUCHHBIX MYKUMH. — A Kak xke 1ot Podepts?

VBepeHnHocTh Mucc PopcaiT B CBOE MPpaBoOTe JIPOrHYJIa.

— Ho s xe npuexana k Bam. 4. ..

OH crapasncs He oOpaimath BHUMaHUsI Ha CTpax B ee rosoce. Tenepb He BpeMs HPOSIBISTH
COBECTJIMBOCTb.

— Bripouem, He BaXHO, — 3asiBUJT OH C HAaITYCKHBIM Oe3paziuunemM. — Pobepra MokeT nmponarb
Kakue-HUOY/b JParolieHHOCTH, YTOO 3arlaTUTh MHE.

— D10 HeBO3MOXHO. — OH TMOYYBCTBOBAJ JpOXKalllee CONMPOTUBICHUE TOJ CBOEU PyKOH. —
Yuibam y3Haer.

A, HaKOHEII-TO OHU JOOPAIMCh O CYTH JeIa.
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— 41 Ha 3TO pacCUMTHIBAIO.

B nyme y Hero Bce mepeBepHYJIOCh OT HEMPOIIEHOTO PacKasHUS, KOTjia ce3bl 3a0JiecTen Ha
rnazax Cuponu. Cressl, KOTOpble OHa Xpadbpo cMoprHyia. ToYHO Tak ke Xpadpo, Kak MpeIokuia
ce0s1, uToOHI criactu cectpy. Cunonn PopcaiiT — 3amevatesbHast KeHIIMHA, YTO HUKOUM 00pa3oM He
MOTIJIO 3aCTaBUTh €T0O OTITyCTUTB €e.

CrpanHoe BpeMsi, YTOObI OCO3HATh, YTO OH 3aBUAyeT PoOepre. Kak dymecHO, JOMKHO OBITS,
3HATPh TAKYI0 HETIOKOJIEOMMYIO JII0OOBB, UTO ieMoHcTpupyeT Cunonu. Otert [Ixxo3eda, 6e3 COMHeHus,
mobwui ero. Ho oTia 310poBO MOAKOCHIA TOCKA MO OE3BPEMEHHO yIIeANIed JI0OMMOW Cynpyre u
TMOCJIEJOBABIIHIA 32 3TUM CKaHIAI.

CnonHa Mo3HaB B CBOEW XKM3HU NPEIaTeNIbCTBO U OTBEPKEHHOCTD, [k03ed Meppuk pa3syse-
puJics B JiioOBU. CIIMIIIKOM YacTO OHA IPUKPHIBAET KOPBICTHBIE MHTEpEeChl. CIIMIIIKOM 4acTO OKa3bl-
BaeTCs OYEHb TOHKOM HUTOUKOM, KOTOpasi pBETC OT Jieryanmiero Haxuma. Y qaxe eciu 3To MolHas,
HeTIpeoJoIMMasi CHJla, Kak YTBEPKIAIOT MO3ThI, OHA HeceT ¢ coOol paspyuienue. U Bece ke Cumonu
HACTOJIBKO JIIOOUT CBOIO CECTPY, UTO TOTOBA PaJy Hee BOT TaK KePTBOBATH COOOM.

Ba, oH cTaHOBUTCS CEHTUMEHTAIBHBIM. [[)k03ed pemmTenbHO OTOrHaI COBCEM HE CBOMCTBEH-
HYIO €My KaJIoCTh K cebe M COCpeIoTOUMIICs Ha Jiein. B3rsi ee Obl1 CypOBBIM.

— BuI 3Haete, He Tak au?..

— Uro YwibsM cpblBaeT 3710CTh Ha cBoeit sxeHe? He 3Hai 1o ceropnsiHen Houu. S gonro He
criaJi, Jiomasi TOJIOBY Haj BallluM MoBejieHueM. — W yectst cebs1 Ha Bce KOPKH 3a TO, YTO TOPIOCTD
MOTHAJIA €T0 Ha Y3KYI0 KOMKY B rapaepoOHOM. — Balll mocTynoK MOKHO HOHSITh, TOJIBKO €CJIU MOCIIe -
cTBUs1 coOnazHeHus1 Pooepthl OyayT BOUCTHHY yKacHBI. A MO Ky3eH Bcerjaa uMesl CKJIOHHOCT T11a-
THUTH 32 CBOE PAa30YapOBaHNE HACUJIAEM.

Jxo3ed BOpyT NoiiMan cedsi Ha TOM, YTO CBOOOHASI PyKa HEMIPOU3BOJIBHO MOTSHYJIACH JOTPO-
HYTbCS 10 U3ypoioBaHHOM 1ieku. Haznesich, uto Mucc dopcaiiT He 3aMeTrIIa 3TOro MpeaaTeIbCKoro
JKecTa, OH 3aCTaBUJI ceOs OIYCTUTh PyKY. TOH €ro 0KeCTOUMIICS.

— ¢ nmosxeH ObUT Ioragarses.

Bennast Po6epra. ’KusHb ¢ YuinbsiMoM, — IOJKHO OBITh, a1 Ha 3eMJie. Ee nccryrienHas Bece-
JIOCTh B OOIIECTBE TeTleph BIOJIHE MOHATHA: YTEIIAETCs TEM, YTO IPH JIIOASIX MY HE CMeeT MOIHSTh
Ha Hee pyKy. [[ko3ed mouT mpocTuiI ee 3a TO, YTO OHA B3/IparuBaeT OT OTBpAICHUS, €/1Ba 3aBHU/ICB
ero.

Muicc PopcaiiT BHIIIAAENA MTOAaBIeHHON. ['010C ee ObUT HU3KMM U JPOKAIIIKM.

— Ec Bam U3BeCTHHI. .. 0OCTOSITENILCTBA KU3HU PoOepThI, 6:1aropoacTBO TpedyeT OT Bac Mpo-
CTUTH €U JIOJT.

['yObI ero pacTsiHy/IMCh B HEBECEJION YIIBIOKE.

— B 31011 urpe 6;1aroponcTBo, Kak M 4ecTb, He UMEET pemlaionieil ciibl. HaBepHska Bbl yxke
TIOHSUTH, YTO 51 YOJIOZOK HE TOJIBKO IO POKIEHHUIO, HO U TI0 HAType.

OH oxuaj, 9YTo OHA MepeepHETCs OT ero rpyool nmpsamoTsl, Ho CHIOHM TIOCMOTpEIa Ha Hero
MPSIMO U OTKPBITO.

— Ecnm s ocraHych 371ech, MOsI peryTanus OyzieT rnoryoieHa.

C Bo3I1acoM paszpaxeHusi — Ooblie Ha ceOs1, YeM Ha Hee, — OH OTITYCTUII €€ PYKY 1 BEpHYJICS
K okHy. OHa mpoIuia Bejies 32 HUIM U OIPOMETYMBO OCTAHOBMIIACH CITMIIIKOM OJIM3KO, BIJISBIBASICH
B HEro Tak MPHUCTAIBHO, CJIOBHO UCKaJIa KaKoe-HUOYIb CBUAETEICTBO JOOPOTHL. UTO X, el mpuaeTcs
MCKaTh O CKOHYaHMs Beka. OOIIeCTBO MPEBpaTUIO €r0 B YYyIOBHUINE, M C TeX MOp OH Jiesiasl BCe
BO3MOXXHOE, YTOOBI COOTBETCTBOBATh 3TOMY MHEHHIO.

— Bbl 10o7KHBI OBUTM TIOHUMATH 3TO, KOTJA eXasu cioia. — Meppuk 3actaBuil ceOsi TOBOPUTh
HEeOpEeKHBIM TOHOM, KaK Obl CUJTbHO OJIM30CTh JEBYIIKU HU BOJTHOBAJIA ero 4yBcTBa. COTHEUHBIN CBET,
JILIOIIMIACS B OKHO, BCIIBIXMBAJI PA3HOLBETHBIMH UCKPAaMH B €€ POCKOIIHBIX BOJIOCAX: JIbHSIHBIMH,
30JIOTHCTBIMH, pbIKeBaTbIMU. — Hasio monarath, BBl COUMHUIIM AJIsI CBOMX OJNIM3KUX KaKylO-HUOYIb
6aiiky, yTOOBI B OJIMIKAMIIYI0 HEJIeTI0 BAaC HUKTO HE XBAaTUJICS.
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— U Bce paBHO 51 HE X04Y, YTOOBI MOE UMsI OBLIO 3aIlSITHAHO.

— Jlato BaM CJIOBO, YTO Hallla... CBSI3b OCTAaHETCs B TaiiHe. — Capkasm czenani ero rojaoc 6omee
pe3kuM. — Panyiitech, Muce @opcaiiT. Ty Heleso Bbl CBOOOTHBI.

— Ho s He cBOOONIHA CTaTh KEHIIMHON CBOOOTHBIX HPABOB.

OH KpUBO YCMEXHYJICSI € HaXOYMBOMY OTBETY.

— Oryero xe HeT?

Cupnonu ®opcait — Hactosias Crsiias KpacaBuiia. bojxe MUIOCTUBBIN, Kak e HA OTUH MYX-
yrHa He pasrsaen ee? Ho oHa u uyBcTBeHHast HaTypa. OH, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOE U3YPOIOBAHHOE JIUIIO,
yMeeT JIOCTABUTH KEHIITUHE YIOBOJIbCTBHE. Y ero riyOuHHBIE HHCTUHKTHI HACTOWYMBO TBEP/AUJIN: OHA
Oy/IeT HaCNakAaThCsl, KaK TOJBKO MOOOPET CBOM CTPaXy M COMHEHHS.

CujioHM orJIsifiena ero ¢ HeCKpbIBaeMbIM MTPE3PEHUEM.

— U BBI BBIHYIUTE MEHS ISIUTH C BAMU TIOCTEJTb, 3HAS, UYTO AMHCTBEHHAS TPUUYMHA, TIO KOTOPOU
s1 311ECh, — 9TO CIIACTU CECTPY OT KECTOKOrO OOpaIeHus ?

— 41 ke cka3zan BaM: MOY BKYCHI HE paCIPOCTPAHSIOTCS HA CBSATHIX MYUCHHUII.

Barisn ee ocraBasicsi KAaMEHHBIM.

— 51 HuKoOrIA He pULy K Bam 1o A0Opoii BoJe.

Korga [Ixxo03ed cxBaTui ee 3a pyKy, BCIIBIIIKA XKapa eBa He WA ero camooonaianus. OH
MIPUTSIHYJI €€ Ha JUBAHYMK B OKOHHOM HUIIIE PSIOM C COOOH.

— 41 GBI XOTEN MonpodoBaTh yOeauTh Bac B 0OpaTHOM, bella.

Korga xe ee cornacue crano TakuM BakHbIM? B TOT MOMEHT, Kak OH IOLIEJIOBA €€ U YJIOBUJ
HaMeK Ha TO, KaKOU CJIaJjKou Oy/leT OHa B ero 0OBbSITHSIX, KOTJa B KOHIIE KOHIIOB C/IACTCH.

OHa rorbITajiach BHIPBAThCS.

— TonpKo camMOIOBOJIBHBIN (haT MOXET HaJesThCs M3MEHUTh MOE MHEHHE BCEero JIMINb 32
Henemo. 51 He mepeaymalo 1 3a COTHIO JieT.

OH cnpsran yapIOKy. YyBCTBYeT JI OHA 3Ty UCKPSAILYIOCS SHEPIHIO, BCIBIXUBAOIIYI0 MEKITY
Humu? OH He BepwJl, YTO TbUIAET OIMH, KaK ObI TOPSYO OHA HY OTPHIIAJIA 3TO.

— BbI ienaete BHI30B TAKUM BOCXUTUTETBHBIM.

— S ne... uuprylo c Bamu, Muctep Meppuk. 51 auiib Aao Bam MOHSTH, YTO Bbl TEPSIETE BpEMS
C 9TOM HEJENou 3aTeeil.

— B Takom ciydae Bbl HUUYTh HE MOCTPAJaeTe v OJIaroroyqHO BepHETECh K CECTPE, — CIIOKOWHO
3aMeTHJI OH, JIOBKO CTACKMBasl C Hee nepyaTky. EMy He Tepresioch J0TpOHYThCS O €€ KOXKU.

OTpa3uBIIMIACS Ha JIUIIE IIMHU3M CIeNal ee CTapiie ABALATH YeThIpex JieT.

— Bbl HU Ha MUHYTY He JOMycKaeTe, YTo MOTepruTe Heyaady, He TakK Jiu?

Jxo3ed moaHec ee pyKy K ry0am U MpHUxkKajcs MbIIKUM TOIeTyeM K MArko# Jagonu. Ee 3anmax
yIapuil B TOJIOBY, OMbSIHSISL €70, KaK MEPBOCOPTHOE BUHO.

— $1 monaraiock Ha CBoe pOoKOBOe OOasTHUE.

Cujionn notsiHyna cBowo pyky. lllexn ee mopo3oBenu OoT THEBa U OT TOTO, YTO €ro HEOOOCHO-
BaHHBII ONTUMU3M UCTOJIKOBAJ KaK CAEPKAHHOE YIOBOJILCTBUE.

— Ecim 1 cTouT OcTaThest, TO TOJBKO Ay TOro, YTOOBI HEMHOTO COUTB C BaC CITECh.

— 4 pan, 4o BB Tak aymaere. — OH HEOXOTHO OTIYCTHII ee. [IpuKOoCHOBeHHe K Hell MyTasio
MBICITH, & €My, YTOOBI IOOUTHCSI CBOETO, TPeOOBAJICS SICHBIN YM. — Bbl 320bUTH O CTaBKe Balllel CeCTpPhI
B Halllel CJIeJiKe.

Jluiio ee moTpsiceHHO BHITAHYIOCh. OHa U BrpaBay 3a0buia o Pobepre.

— CraJto ObITh, BBI BCE-TaKH MTPUHYXKIACTE MEHS.

OH noxaJt rieyamu.

— Tonbko octathest B 3aMke KpeliBeH B kKauecTBe rocThi. Bee ocTanmbHOe — Baril BHIOOP.

BempsimuBiuch, CUIOHM BO33pHJIaCh Ha HErO C TeM K€ XOJIOAHBIM IMPE3peHUEM, KOTOpoe
JAeMOHCTpUpOBaia Buepa BeuepoM. CkakeT i oHa «Ja»? Ero morpsicio, Kak CHJIBHO OH XOYeT,
4yTOOBI OHA OcTajack. K KOHITY 3TOi Henelu oH OynieT, BEpHO, Ha TpaHu Oe3ymus, n0o oqHomy bory

25



A. KammoOemr. «CeMb HOYEHR B IIOCTENIN [IOBECHI»

M3BECTHO, KaK €My YIIacTcs iepKaTh CBOM PYKH IMpH cede, IOKa OHA He COIJIACUTCS CTaTh €ro JII0OOB-
HULIEH.

U Bce e BHYTPEHHOCTH Y HErO CKAJIUCh OT MYUYHMTEJIbHON HEM3BECTHOCTH, TIOKA OH XKJajl ee
COIacusl.

CunoHu crienaja CygqopOXKHBINA BJIOX, HO 3arOBOPUJIA C BIEUATIISIONIEH TBEPIOCThIO JIs 1EJIO-
MY/IPEHHOW AEBYILIKHU, OTJAIOIIEINCS B PyKH HETOAsIA.

— Torna naBaiite BHeceEM SICHOCTb, MUCTEP Meppuk.

HacMenumBbIM 5KeCTOM OH CKJIOHWJT TOJIOBY.

— Pazymeercs, mucc ®opcaiir.

Oma sIBHO crtIIach B3sITh ce0s1 B pyKH. [onast pyka Ha KojieHe CTHCHY/Ia IepyaTKy B 6e3MOJIB-
HOM IPOTECTe MPOTHB TOTO, K YeMY OH €€ TPUHYKJal.

— B oOMeH Ha Moe mpucyTCTBUE B 3aMKke KpeliBeH B TeueHUe CIeIyIONMX CeMU JHEeH, TouHee
IIIeCTH, TIOCKOJIBKY OJTHY HOYb $I YK€ IPOBeJIa TOJT Balllel KPHIIIeH, Bbl BEPHETE paciiucku PoOepThl.
Ee nonr 6ynet mosHOCTBIO OTTavyeH.

— Barmie o6rmiectBo, bella. He 3a0myxnaiitech, 51 eJaio 3amoydiTh Bac B CBOIO MOCTENb U /IS
3TOro OyIy MCIOJIBb30BaTh JII0OYI0 BOZMOXHOCTh. HUKakoro 3amupanusi B BBICOKOH OalHe.

— 41 He oOMmaHy.

— U BoI He OyfieTe 3aKpBIBATHCS OT MEHSI B CBOMX MBICIISIX.

OHa BCrbIXHYJIA.

— 41 He moHMMAI0, O YEM BHI.

— IIpekpacno nonnmaete. Koraa st craHy roBOpuTh BaM O CBOMX HAMEPEHUsIX, Bl OyJeTe Clty-
matb. Korna st Oymy mpukacartbesi K BaM — a TIOBepbTe MHe, tesoro, st Oy/ly MpUKacaThCsl K BaM BHOBb
Y BHOBb, KaK BaM U HE CHIJIOCh, — BBl He Oy/ieTe TPOTUBUTHCS YIOBOJIBCTBHIO.

Ona MeTHyJ1a B HETO pa3/ipakeHHBIN B3IJIsI.

— Bam HUKak He OTKaXelllb B CAMOyBEPEHHOCTH, MUCTep MeppuK. Y MeHsI ecTb BbIOOp?

Ero ynpiOka cuenanace sykaBoil. M topxkectBytorieidi. OH modwiics coero. Hy pasymeercs. B
9TOI KOHKPETHOM UI'Pe OH BCET/a OAEPKUBAN MOOEy. A UTO KacaeTcsi TOrO MOCTBITHOTO O0JIerYeHuU ],
KOTOPOE OH IIPY 9TOM MOYYBCTBOBAJ. .. UTO K, BIIOJIHE MOKHO CIIeJIaTh BUJI, YTO €r0 BOBCE HE ObLIO.

— A y PoGepThl ecTh Kakue-HUOY/Ib JPArolieHHOCTH, O KOTOPBIX YWJIbSIM HE 3HAeT?

Ee ryObl cxammch B TOHKYIO HUTKY.

— Bbl 1 B camMoM j1es1e Herofsiu.

— Jaxe He comHeBaiTech. — Ha 3T0OT pa3 ero oxoTHOe pu3HaHKWEe CBOEH MOPOYHOCTH MTPO3BY-
yaso anpimso. OHa 3aciTyKMBajia JyqIIero, 4ueM nogoOHoe coriaiieHne, 1 OHM 00a 3TO TOHUMAJTH.
Jxo03ed BBITSHYIJI HOTH C BUJIOM Oe3pa3IMYHOrO MPEeBOCXOICTRA.

CuioHH pe3Ko KMBHYJIA, B3IV ee MO-TpekHeMY ObLT XOJIO[eH U CYPOB.

— JloroBopusuce, c3p. S ¢ HeTeprieHUeM xay, Korna yeqy OTCIofa Yepe3 Helellio, COXPaHUB
HETPOHYTBIMH U TOPAOCTh, U JOOPOJIETETb.

— A 4 XKy c HeTeplieHHeM HOYel HEeBBIPA3UMOI'0 BOCTOpPra B BallIMX OOBATHAX, MOS JIOPO-
rast mucc Popcaiit. — YibiOKa ero crajia mupe, Koraa mpeBKyIeHre modebl 3a3BeHeNo, Kak (aH-
cdapp1. — Y mycTh MOOSAUT CUTHHEHIINIA.

OnHa MeTHyJIa B HEro pa3rHEBAHHBIN, MOJHBIA HETIPUSA3HU B3IJVIS, XOTS PyMsIHEIl Ha IIEeKaXx,
3aJepKaBILIMICS MOCJIE €ro MOLENysl, UCTIOPTUJ BIIEYATIICHHE.

— Ilycth moGeauT cubHelas, Muctep Meppuk.
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I'naBa 4

Yto ona Hagemana?

CujioHm octaercsi B TOM e 3amajHe, B KOTOpbIi 1 Obula ¢ Tex mnop, kak Pobepra cnanace Ha
ee MWJIOCTb J1Ba JHA Ha3al. Eil cieioBano Obl 3HaTh, YTO MOMBITKA yeXaTh I10CJE BCETO JIMIIb OJHON
HOYM NOTepnuT Kpax. Bece To Bpems1, uto MeppHk yroBaprBa ee, OHa BCTYECKH MbITaIach N30ekaTh
coeil yuactu. Ho yrposa 11 cectpbl ocraBajiach nepBOCTeNieHHOM. B nocneanuil pas B npunajake
SpOCTH YWiibsiM ciiomant Pobepre pyky u nBa pedpa. Eciu oH y3HaeT, 4To keHa U3MEeHWIa eMy C ero
3aKJIATHIM BParom, To yObeT ee.

Ilo kpaitheit Mepe, CujioHn 0TBOEBala ceOe HEMHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA, XOTS U MOHMMAaJa, YTo
HE CTOUT He/I0OLIEHUBaTh X03MHA 3aMKa. MeppuK CAenaeT Bce BO3MOKHOE, YTOObI 3aTPy/IHUTh €Ml
3a7a4y COXpaHUTh Liesomyapue. OHa yke HaXOOUT €ro HeOTpa3vMbIM, a Beb OH eIl JIaKe TOJIKOM
HE TBITANICS ee coOnmasHuTh. Jlaxke ceiyac, Korga OHa Jajna CBOE COIVIACHE, MBICIIU €€ JIMXOPaJOuHO
METaJIHCh B OMCKax Bbixoaa. Ho ero He 6bu10. JInb mycroe yTBepkeHre, 4To OHa OyeT IepKaThCs
3a CBOE IIeIOMy/pHe, Kak Obl OH HM COOMA3HSII ee.

«[ToBepbTe MHe, tesoro, s Oyy IpuKacaTbcsl K BaM BHOBb M BHOBb TaK, Kak BaM M HE CHUJIOCh».

Ona nofasuia Tpener, BCIOMHUB 3TH IIPOBOKALIMOHHbIE CJI0BA, OOEIIAOIINE YIOBOIbCTBUS,
IIPEBOCXOASAIIME Jake caMble CMellble, caMble Oe3yMHble MeuThl. Tpener crpaxa. U Tperner HeBoIb-
HOro MHTepeca.

— CkpenuM Hauty cziesiky pykonoxarreMm? — OH BCTall U IPOTSAHYJ €i KPENKYyIo, HO U3SIIHYI0
PYKY.

CujioHM efiBa ciepKajiach, YTOO HE CKa3aTh €My, UTO C Hee yxke JOBOJIBHO €ro IPUKOCHOBEHUIA.

— Ilouemy Obl 1 HeT?

Korna pyka ero kperko ooxBaruiia ee pyKy, ropsuee mokajisiBaHue mooesxaso no koxe. Takoe
e ropsiuee, Kak M TOrja, Korjaa OH IMOLEeJIoBaJl ee J1aj0Hb.

Korga [Ixo3ed ormycTuil ee pyKy, OHMMAIOILIEe BbIPaXKEHUE €ro JIMIA JMIIb YKPENuo ee
peLIUTeNbHBI HAaCTpoil conpoTuBiAThcsA. Cebe caMoil OHa Morla MPU3HATHCSA, YTO OH KAaKUM-TO
HETIOHATHBIM 00pa30M MPUTATUBAET €€, HO TBEP0 HaMepeBasach MPOIOIKATh OTKPhITOE HEITOBUHO-
BeHMe. M Bonpeku BceMy Hajlessach, YTO OCTPbIN 3bIK M HEMPUSA3Hb ee cracyT. Bnepeau Masuniau
11ecTh OECKOHEUHBIX CMATEHHBIX AHel. Ho camoe riaBHOe — 1ecTb Houeil.

CHIOHM BCTPETHIIACh C CepeOpUCTHIM B3IJIsAI0M MeppHKa U ¢ YIaBIIMM CEpALeM MpU3Hajach
ce0e, YTO 3TH ILECTh JAHEW U HOYEH MOT'yT MOKA3aThCs LEJIOH jKU3HbI0. Becero mapy MUHYT Kak OHU
3aKJIIOYMIIN CAENKY, a OHA YK€ OCO3HAET, KaK OMacHO MO3BOJIATh €My MpHKacaThCsl K Hel, Korga u
KaK OH NoxeJsaeT. BocnmoMuHaHue o ero najbliaxX, CKOJIb3SIIUX 10 OOHAKEHHOU KOXKe, 3aTMIIIN 15
Hee Bce BOKpYr. OHa HEJIOBKO Moep3aja Ha IMBaHYMKe.

MeppHK He JesaeT TailHbl U3 CBOMX I'PEXOBHBIX IJIaHOB. 1o KpaiiHell Mepe, OH C Hell YecTeH.
CypOBblil BHYTPEHHHI FOJIOC HATOMHMJI €14, YTO OHa, HAIIPOTUB, HEYECTHA C HUM. TouHee, He BIOJIHE
YecTHa. DTO KacaJloCh OTKPBITHSI, KOTOPOE M3MEHMJIO OBl €ro ’Ku3Hb HaBceraa. OHa MoCIenHo oTBena
I71a3a, CJIOBHO OH MOT IPOYECTb €€ MBICIIH.

— Bpl 3aBTpakamm?

Ona HaxXMypHJIach M MOHSIACK, AaXKe €CIU TPHU 3TOM €l MPUIIIIOCh CTOSITh CJMIIKOM OJIU3KO
ot Hero. Cujs Ha Kpaellke CUIEHbs, IpsAMas Kak Majka, OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl KpaiHe IIIYIIO.

— Mucrep Meppuk, myTh K MOEMY CEpALLY JIEKUT HE Yepe3 KEeTyI0K.

OH BCKMHYJ YepHble OpOBU:

— 51 HalesieH OTHIOb HE Ha Cepile, a Ha MHbIE YacTy Ballero tesa, Mucc Popcair.

- 0!
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Kak ObI ei1 XxoTes10ch, YT00 OH MepecTa To U AeNO JIMIIATh ee fapa peud. bora pagu, 4rto ¢ Heit
takoe? He Mor xe OH B caMOM JieJie OJHUM JIMIIIb TOIEeSTyeM PYKH pa3pyIluTh BCe ee He3blOIeMble
MOpaJIbHBIE YCTOU.

Ero 6omp1110i1 n1asier; HeOpesKHO MOTEePCsl O ThUIbHYIO CTOPOHY JIaJI0HU.

— VuurhiBasi, KeM Mbl CTaHEM APYT Ul Apyra, HaM BIOJIHE MOXKHO TpeHeOpeub (hopMasbHO-
crsamu. Mens 30ByT [lxko3ed.

— INomospesarto, 4To MHE yIOOHEe MPUACPKUBATHCA (POPMATBHOCTEH.

— A s yBepeH B pe3yabTare, Kak Obl MBI PYT Apyra HU Ha3biBauIy, bella.

— UYro X, MpeKpacHo, — pa3ipaxkeHHO OPOCHIa OHA, TOTOM BBIPSIMIIIACH M OTHSIIA CBOIO PYKY,
YIMBHBIIKCH, YTO OH €€ OTIyCTUI. — MoxeTe Ha3bIBaTh MeHs1 CHIOHU.

A mouemy Obl emy U He oTmycTuth ee? OH BeJb JOOHICS, Yero XOTe: 3arolyyril ee B CBOe
TMIOJIHOE PacTiOpsiKEHHE.

— OtmuHo. ITpocTo MBICIB O TOM, YTOOBI HAIIENITHIBATH BaM Ha YIIKO «Mucc PopcaiiT», Koraa
s1 Oy/ly TIOrpy’KaThCsl B Bac, 4epecuyp BO30ykJaloma.

OHa BCIBIXHYJ/A OT KPACOUYHOM KapTUHBI, KOTOPYIO OH HApUCOBAJL.

— He roBopure Takue Bemu.

OH ynpIOHYJICS ¢ pa3apaxalolieil ee HOTKOM TOpXKeCTBa M IIarHys1 OJIMKe, BO3BBIIASICh HAJ
Cupnonu.

— Urpa TopKO HauUMHAETCs, a Thl yXke Tepsiellb 0uKo, bella.

Ha Boipyuky eit npuien rHeB. MOXeT, OH M OTHOCHTCS K ee OecuecThio, CJIOBHO K HEBaKHOM
MeJIOUH, HO OHA HE MOKET BOCIIPUHUMATD ITO C TAKOH K€ JIETKOCTHIO.

— Ionaraio, 51 MPUBBIKHY K Ballleil BYIbrapHOCTH.

Ero cmex oOBHIICSI BOKPYT €€ OOOPOHUTENIBHOM CTEHBI, KaK JI03a, HETUISIOMAscs 32 OChINalo-
IIyI0CS] KAMEHHYIO KJIAJIKY.

— VYBepeH, 4TO MPUBBIKHEIIIb.

MeppHK mporiarai K ABepU U IIMPOKUM JIEMOHCTPATUBHBIM KECTOM pACIaxHYI ee.

— IIpoiinem B cronoByio? — OH OGpocrin Ha CHIOHU 3araJOuHbI B3MJISAA. — A TIOTOM Mbl MOIJI
Obl TIPOKATUTHCS] BEPXOM.

OHa nokpacHesa Kak pax.

— Mucrep Meppuk. ..

Ero ynpiOka caemnanach MaaoBIMBOM.

— Hy u k10 u3 Hac Bynerapen? MHe Hag0 OCMOTPETh UMEHHUE Tocie OypH, U s TIOAyMaJl, 4To
ThI 3aXOUeIllb MOIBIIATH CBEKUM BO3IYXOM.

Ona npomMapimpoBaia MUMO Hero B Kopuop. Illects nHeit — oHa Oyner cBodoaHa. W Gosnbine
HUKOI/Ia HE YBUJUT 3TOr0 paclyTHOro, pazapaxatomiero J[xxo3eda Meppuka.

Ho 3tu mectsb aHel 00enanT MyKHy MOYHIIE aI0BbIX.

Korga Cumonun BOexana Ha KOHIOIIEHHBIN 1BOP, ko3ed pasroBapuBall C MaJIEHbKAM XYIbIM
MYKYMHOM, AEPKAIIMM ITOBObsI ABYX MOPOIUCTHIX JIOIMIAIEH: KPEMOBOM apaOCKON KOOBUIBI M KPyTI-
HOTo THeJoro MepuHa. He mnpepbiBasi pasroBopa, XO3siIMH 3aMKa Iociall ei Jerkyio yasioky. OHa
NOTpaTHJIa Ha NepeoieBaHue OoJIblIe BPEMEHH, YeM OHH YCJIOBIIIMCh, HO OH HE BBIKa3bIBaJl HUKAKOTO
HeteprieHHs. 1 BHOBb Cu1oHM 3ayMasiach: HACKOJIBKO HE TIOXOXHM JPYT Ha Jpyra Ky3eHbl. YWIbsM
HE BBIHOCUT JIa)Ke MaJICWIIIero HeynoOCTBa M HAKUIBIBACTCS Ha JIIOOOTO, KTO 3a/IePKUBAET €ro WM
MeEILAeT eMy.

IMocnenHue rogpl, Koraa oOHa 3aHUMaach IJIaBHBIM 0Opa3oM TeM, 4TO Bejla X03sicTBO Bap-
CTOY-XOJIIa, He MOAroToBMIM CHJIOHM K 3aIlUTe OT OMacHOro noseckl. Korga-To oHa, I0MKHO OBITS,
Jienesiia IeBUYbA MEUThI O TOM, YTO OJHAK/IbI TIPEKPACHBIN MPHUHIT 0OpaTUT Ha Hee BHUMaHue. Bos-
MO:xHO, CHJJOHU 3TOro He MOMHUT. Kak To/IbKko OHa MoB3pociiena JOCTaTOuHO, YTOOBI pa3o0parhcs B
CYIIIHOCTU OpayHBIX y3, € MeUThl CTa/Iu OoJiee MPO3anYHbIMU: He3aBUCHMAs M0JIe3Hast KU3Hb, KOTa
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peleHrs MPUHUMAET OHA caMa M HUKAKOW MY)XKYMHA He 00palaercsi ¢ Hel Kak co CBoed cOOCTBEH-
HOCTBIO.

I'pyM CKJIOHWMII TOJIOBY B ITPUBETCTBUU U Mcye3. MeppHK pasrisiIbiBall ee ¢ OJIeCKOM B IJla3ax.
370 OBUT OTYACTU MYKCKOM MHTEPEC, OTYACTH OJOOPEHUE, OTYACTU YTO-TO elle, Yero OHa He MOrJa
ucronkoBath. OH Kak Oy/ATO 3a/1a71 BOIIPOC, ¥ OHA CKa3ajia «Ja», He 3Hasl, Ha YTO COIJIACHJIACh.

CujioHU cTpsiXHYIa OECIIOKOMHOE OIIYIIEHUE ¥ B3/IepHYJIa MoA00POIOK. PyKu cTHCHY M U3
HBII MaJIEHbKUI CTEK.

— Buxy, Thl HaIlllJTa aMa30HKY, — CKa3aJl OH HUYETO He BBIPAXKAIOIIAM TOHOM.

— A BB, 1 BUKY, TOTOBBI KO BCSKHUM CIIy4alHOCTSIM BO BpPeMsl BU3UTOB JlaM, — SI3BUTEIbHO
rapupoBaJia OHa.

Korpa Cusonu yBujena MOIHYIO YEpHYI0 aMa30HKY, Pa3/IOkKEHHYI0O HAa KpOBAaTH — €ro Kpo-
BaTH, — e¥ cTaso npotuBHO. OHa yoeausa ceds, 9TO ero MHTPUKKY ee He KacaloTcsl, HO HENPUSATHOE
YYBCTBO OCTAJIOCh.

Merkue MOPUIMHKY BOKPYT 1a3 MepprKa yKa3blBal Ha TO, YTO OH IPSTYET YJIBIOKY.

— ¢] HMKOT/Ia He TPUBO3UJI CIO/IAa JTIOOOBHMII, €CJIM 9TO TeOsI BOJIHYET.

— 41 He Bama JIOOOBHMIIA, — OTPBHI3HYJIACH OHA, PA303JIMBIIKUChH, YTO OH Cpa3y ke IMPUITUCAT ee
Pa3apaxuTeTbHOCTh PEBHOCTH.

— U Bce xe. — OH BHUMATEJILHO OIJIsiIEN ee. — AMa30oHKa TeGe BIopy.

— CiikoM y3ka. Muccuc BuBeH mpUIIIIoch MepemBarh MyroBHIIbL, TOITOMY S M OTO3JaJIa.

— Tw1 Gonee. ... 1IeAPO OfIapeHa, YeM TBOSI CeCTpa.

OHa BbI3BIBAIOIIIE TOCMOTPENIa €My B JIUILIO, [JTYTIO Tajiasi, MPeANOYUTAET JIM OH OoJiee U3SIIHYIO
KEHIMHY. B cpaBHEHNM C TOHKOM Kak TpocTMHKa PodepToil oHa — BaJIbKUPUSI.

— PoGepra He e3nut BepxoMm, — oTo3Baack CuioHH, TBEpAs cede, YTo el HeT HUKAKOTO Jena
10 TOTO, YTO AyMaeT 3TOT HEroJsii O €€ BHEIIIHOCTH.

Ouepennas nyctast OpaBaga. OHa CTAaHOBUTCSI BECbMa UCKYCHOU B TOM JIelie.

— 1 He HACTOJIBKO XOPOIIIO 3HAKOM C Jiein PoGepToil, 4ToOBl 3HATh O ee pa3BIeYEeHUSIX. .. HE
CUMTasi MPUCTPACTHUS K KAPTOUHBIM UTPAM.

— Brl cynute ee ciuikom crporo. — CUJOHM caep:kaiia NopbIB cka3zaTb MeppuKy, UTo ee cecTpa
He Bcerjia OblTa TAKOW HEpBHOW M HAIMEHHOW, Kakoy OH ee 3HaeT. Korma oHu ObLM AeThMU, JIIOOOBb
PoGeptsi Obi1a 17151 CUIOHY €IMHCTBEHHBIM MTPUOEKHUIIIEM OT MATEPUHCKOTO PABHOAYIIHS U OTIIOB-
CKOT'O IpE3pEHus.

OH nosxai riedyamu:

— OHa ObU1a CPeICTBOM 15 IOCTHIKEHHSI LIEJTH.

['y661 CHI0HU TJIOTHO CHKAJTUCH.

— DTO CTaBUT MEHS Ha MECTO.

THITBHON CTOPOHOM JIAIOHH B TIEpUaTKe OH MPUIIOAHSLT e MOAOOPOIIOK.

— Tel coBepiieHHO MHOM KaTteropuw, bella.

Jlacka — eciii 3TO MUMOJIETHOE TIPUKOCHOBEHHE MOXHO OBUIO TaK Ha3BaTh — JUIMJIACH BCETO
MrHoBeHue, Ho CUJJOHU TPOYYBCTBOBAJIA €€ JI0 CAMbIX KOHUYMKOB MaJblEB. DTOT HEJENbIN puznye-
CKMI1 OTKJIMIK HE TIOJIaBaJICS] HUKAKUM Pa3yMHBIM OOBbSICHEHUSIM.

— [a, g cornacunach He CONPOTUBIIATHCS BaM, — CKa3ajla OHa C HOTKAMH FOPEYH.

— JleHb CIIMIIIKOM XOpOIIl, YTOOBI CCOPUTHCS, — JIETKO OTO3BaJICs OH. — [laBail s momory Tebe
CeCTb B ce/lsI0, a To KucMer y:xe nposiBisieT HeTeprieHue.

Korna on yxBarun ee 3a taymio, CUIOHM McIyraiaach, 4YTo pyKd €ro 3ajepiarcs Tam, HO OH
MIPOCTO C 3aXBaTHIBAIOIIEH [IyX JIETKOCTBIO ToaOpocuI ee B ceto. [IpekpacHas Jomap HEpBHO Tepe-
CTyINWJIa HOTaMU, HO TYT K€ 3aTuXJa, korjaa xo3ed ycrnokanparolle 3aroBOpuil ¢ Hell.

«OH MMeeT MoAxo[ K JKEeHIIMHaM», — nogyMasa CHJIOHM ¢ HOBBIM BCIUIECKOM HETrOJOBaHMUS.
Crpanno, uto Pobepra onmchiBaga ero Kak >KyTKOTO ypoja, KOTOPBI MOXKET MPUBUAETHCS JIHIIb
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B cTpamHoM cHe. OHa nonbITanach MpeACTaBUTh, Kak Obl BHIIIAAET Meppuk 6e3 mpamMoB, HO OHU
Ka3aJIMCh TAKO e HEOThEMJIEMON YaCThIO €r0, KaK U YyBCTBEHHBIN POT.

OH marHyJs ke M CXBaTUIICA 3a y31euky Kucmer.

— Cuau THUXO, MOKA s MOATSIHY CTPeMeHa.

JIxo3ed COBUHYI YepHble I00KH JEBYIIKH B CTOpoHY. CHIOHM C JPOXBIO OXHUIAIA, YTO OH
MIPUKOCHETCS K HOTaM, HO €ro PyKH LIeJICHAPABJICHHO 3aTATMBAIN KOKaHble PEMEIKU. DTa yBepeH-
HOCTb CUJIbHBIX PYK [TOPOAMJIA B HEMl KaKOM-TO cTpaHHbI BHyTpeHHU! TpeneT. Co cniuubl Kucmer eit
OblIa MpeKpacHO BUIHA ero OyiHas meBemopa. OHa Oblla UCCHHSI-UEPHOW M pacTperiaHHOW — ellle
OJIHO YKa3aHHe, UYTO OH TpeOyeT OT OKPYKAIOIIMX MPUHUMATh €r0 TAaKUM, KaKOW OH eCTb.

OH 1marHys1 Ha3ajJ v MOAHSUI IJ1a3a:

— To1 3amep3na?

Kak Obl eii XoTenoch yMeTb CKpbIBaTh CBOHM PEAKIIUH.

— Her.

Cuionn oxugaia Kakoro-HuOyIb 3aMevaHusi HacyeT ee JIPOKH, HO OH MPOCTO MOBEPHYJICS,
YTOOBI B35ITh CBOI0 OOOPOBYIO MIATIKY C JIABKM €33/11. [11aBHBIM BMKEHHEM TOTHSUICS B CEJJIO THe-
JIOT0, U CEpLIe €e EKHYJIO OT BOCXHUIIIEHUSI CUJION U JIOBKOCTBIO JIxKo3eda.

«[ToBepbTe MHe, tesoro, st Oyay mpUKacaThCsi K BaM BHOBb M BHOBb TaK, KaK BaM M HE CHUJIOCh.

Ona nozaBmiia BOCIIOMUHAHUE O TyraiomeM oOelmaHnui Meppuka U, KOraa OHU CTalv yra-
JSATCS OT 3aMKa, MPHUHSIIACH JIMXOPAJAOUYHO MOIBICKMBATh KaKyl0-HUOYIb HEHUTPAJBHYIO TEMY IS
pasroBopa. 1o ObLIO TPYIHO, OO BCAKUIA a3, MOIJIsIbIBas Ha Hero, CUI0HU BCIIOMUHAJIA €T0 TTOolIe-
JIyM ¥ IPUKOCHOBEHHSI.

— INouemy BBl Ha3biBaeTe MEHs UTAJIBSIHCKUMHU cioBamMu? f mymana, BbI TOJKHBI Obl TOBO-
puth... — OHa BOPYT BCIOMHMJIA, YTO CBET CUMTAET €ro MaTh HUYEM He Jydule nunoxu. Tema Kon-
Cya710 AJbBapec, M0 Bcell BUAUMOCTH, MO 3aIIPETOM.

OH HacMeNUIMBO BCKUHYJT OPOBb, JOTa/IbIBASICh O €€ 3aTPyIHECHUH.

— HomxkeH Oeryio TOBOPUTH MO-UCTIAHCKU ?

— A pasBe Het?

— Mos math ymepiia, Korja MHe ObUIO 1Ba roja. 51 ee He MOMHIO.

— MHe oueHb Kalb. ..

[NocnenoBasio HenoBkoe Momyanue. OHU Mepeceksin MMpoKoe 3eseHoe mnose. CKaibl BO3BbI-
IIAJTACH CJIeBa OT HUX. BOJHBI € TPOXOTOM pa30MBAIMCh O KAMHU BHU3Y. YaliKy MPOH3UTENIBHO KPH-
YaJii, CIIOBHO NMOTEPsSIHHBIE OYIIM. 3a CIIMHOM, Ha rOpU30HTe, BUIHENCs 3aMoK KpeiiBeH. [laxe Ha
COJTHIIE 3aMOK BBITJISIIET MPAYHBIM.

MosryaHue 3aTsiHyJI0Ch, CASNAIOCh HEBO3MOKHO HETYIMM. JIommaauHbIe KOMbITa TIIyXO CTY-
Yyanu o rycTyio TpaBy. Jlenu ®opcaiiT HepBHO O3Mpasach, UIila, 0 4eM Obl moroBoputh. [loroga —
CJIMIIIKOM OaHaJIbHO, HO 3aMeUYaHue HaCUeT CBETJIOro JHS yKe BepTeloch Y Hee Ha sI3bIKe, KOTjia OH
HAaKOHEI] 3arOBOPUJL:

— Iocne Toro kak MHe He yaajoch npeycnets B ITone, oterr 3a0pas MeHs KuTh B Benenuio.

UTro-To B €ro TOHE YKa3blBAJIO, YTO 32 STHM JIAKOHMYHBIM COOOIIEHUEM CKPBbIBAETCS JIONTast
ucropus. CHIOHM TaKk MHOTOTO HE IMOHMMAJIa M TaKk MHOTOe XOTella y3Hath. JIuxopagouHoe o6o-
MIBITCTBO TPEBOXKMJIIO €e. MeppuK Uuy:XOi, 1 OyAeT Jydllle, €CIM OH TAKOBBIM U OCTAHETCHI.

Koraa oHa He oTo3BaJsIach, OH IPOIOIKIIL:

— MBI peaxo npuesxanu B AHIJIMIO.

Cuyionn Morma cebe npejacTaButh noyeMy. OHa ObUla ele CIMIIKOM Majla, YTOObl IOMHUTD
M3HAYAJBHBIN CKaHOAJ, Kacalolmics jopaa XonOpyKa U ero CaMO3BaHOW BHKOHTECCHI, HO 3JIble
CIUIETHU TPOAOJIKAIM MYCCUPOBAThCS U TOABI CITycTs. Bripouem, sta victopus Mo Oobllei 4acTu
ocraBajiack 3arafkou. K mpumepy, otkyna y Jlxo3eda nossuimch mpambl Ha jure? CuaoHu ObLIO
M3BECTHO, YTO BCIO )KU3Hb DHTOHU MeppUK OMPOTECTOBBIBAT HE3aKOHHOCTh cBoero Opaka. Iocrne
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ero cMepTu TUTYJ XOJOPYKOB mepelies K Yuibsamy, Ky3eHy Ixxo3eda. YuibsaMy, KOTOpbI BCKOpe
T0CJIe MOy YeHsI HACNIeICTBA skeHIcsl Ha Pobepre dopcaidT — KeHWICS paayl ee PUIaHoro.

DHTOHU MeppHK B HEKOTOPOM Pojie OTOMCTHII MocMepTHO. OH ObLT OHUM M3 OOraTeUImx
moneit B AHmuy, U, He cuutas bapcroy-xomia B Yuntiupe u Meppuk-Xayca B JIoHJOHE, HUYETO
U3 ero cocTosiHus He Bolwio B Manopar. [locie cmeptu otua neBaTh jeT Hazaf xoszed Meppuk
yHacJeI0BaJl TPOMaJHOE COCTOSIHME. YUJIbsIM MeppuK OCTascsl ¢ JBYMs1 OOBETIIABIIMMH JOMaMH,
KOTOpBIE J51/151 HAMEPEHHO 3aIyCTUJ, U Oe3 CPEICTB JUIsl MOIEPXKaHUSI JOCTOMHCTBA TUTY/IA BUKOHTA
Xonopyka.

C To#t mopsl coctosiHue [[)ko3edpa MHOTOKpAaTHO yBennuuiaock. OH ObUT YMEH, peliuTeseH,
6e3kaocTeH U He 0osiicsl HoBIecTB. Ero 6orartcTBo odecrieunBaio emMy caepkaHHOe MpU3HaHKE B
o01ecTBe, HECMOTPSI HA HE3aKOHHOPOKAEHHOCTh. YIJIbSIM METAJICSI OT OMHOM (DMHAHCOBOU Heyaaun
K JIPyroii, MOKa B KOHIIE KOHIIOB He OKa3aics Ha rpaHd OaHKpOTCTBa. C KaXIbIM IPOBAIOM €ro
HeHaBUCTh K JIxo3edy Bo3pacrana, npeBpamasich B MaHuio. Ckosbko pa3 CHIOHM crbllliasa, Kak
Yunbsim npokiIMHaeT cBoero Ky3eHa. Ero Hanaiku Ha PoGepTy ctaHOBMIIMCH OCOOEHHO 37T00HBIMH,
korna /Ixxo3ed B ouepesiHON pa3 B UEM-TO OJEPKMBAJ HaJl HUM BEpX.

Meppuk cBepHY:T K Kpaio nofisi. CHIOHH MOCTIe0BajIa 32 HUM 10 TIOJIOTOMY CKJIOHY K HIMpPO-
KoMy m3ruly Oepera. HecMoTpst Ha Teruiblii JeHb, MOpe ObUIO OYPHBIM M BOJIHBI C ONTYHIUTETbHBIM
I'POXOTOM YAApsUTMCh O Oeper. BHe3arHo oIy THB MOTpeOHOCTh B CBOOOE U CKOPOCTH, OHA MyCTHIA
Kucwmer B ranon. Koportkuii npome:xyTok BpeMeHH jiean PopcaiT JJOBUIIA CBUCTALIIA COJIEHbIN BO3-
AyX J1a CAbIIIaia CTYK KOMBIT N0 I1aaKoMy mecky. OHa criblmaia Meppurka 1mo3aay, HO He OIJISIIbI-
BaJlach. B 9TM MrHOBEHUsI el XOTeJIOCh AyMaTh, YTO OHA MOXKET yOeXaTh OT HelPUSTHOCTEH.

CuioHH JI0CKaKania A0 YCessHHOTO CKaJbHBIMU OOJIOMKaMH Kpasi 6epera 1 HaTsSHyJ1a TOBOIbSI
Kucwmer. [Torom noBepHy/ach B cejie U HaOMoAaNa 32 CTpEMUTEIbHBIM MPUOIKeHrneM Meppuka.
BonbIoit rHenoM, pe3Ko OCTAaHOBUBIIMCH PSIOM, BCTal Ha AbIObL. Tpener mpoOexkasn OoT Toro, Kak
Jerko MeppHK CIpaBHJICS CO CBOMM HEPBHBIM CKAKyHOM. DTH yMeJIble PYyKH, YTO YCIIOKOMJTN B3BUH-
YEeHHYIO JIOIIalb, CKOPO Oy/IyT KacaTbCs ee Tea.

HaksionuBimce, 4ToOsl OTpenarh amiacHylo JIOMAIUHYIo0 e, [xo3ed B3MIsHYyT Ha Hee.
Cger B ero cepeOpHUCTHIX IIa3ax TOBOPWJI O TOM, YTO OH JOTQ/IBIBAETCSI O HANPABJIEHUU €€ MbICIICH.
Hy pasymeercs.

— Hemnoro nyumie? — 1ot jerkuil u3rud ryd nmpopesascs MpsSMUAKOM K ee CepilLy.

Ona 3amoprana. K cepamy? Her, Het, Het! Cepatie ee He OyneT 3arpoHyTo. OHa 1 6e3 Toro
OanaHCcHpyeT Ha Kpalo MPOMacTy, MpoJaBasi CBOE TEJIO.

OH 3ameTui1 ee CMSTEHHE.

— Yro0 ciyuyniocs?

Cujionu 3akycuia ry0y 1 BeIOpajia onacHyl 4eCTHOCTb.

— 41 Bce Bpems 3a0bIBal0, YTO BH HAMEPEHBI TIOT'YOUTh MEHS.

Ecmm 6 Cunonn He cMoTpena Tak BHUMaTelbHO, TO MOTJ1a Obl M He 3aMETUTh TEHH OeCIOKOM-
CTBa, TPOMEJIbKHYBIIIEH B €ro ria3ax. Eil mpuiuio B royioBy: eciii MeppuK MOKET YMTaTh €€ MBICIH,
TO ¥ OHA YYMTCS TOHUMATh €ro. Ta BTOPraloiasicss ”HTUMHOCTb OC/IadIsiyia COMPOTHBIIEHUE, HO OHA
HE 3HaJia, KaK ¢ Heil OOpOThCHI.

— Huyero paamkanbHOro, — MArKO MPOTOBOPUJI OH. — DTO roTU4eckast aTMocepa pazxuraer
TBOE BOOOpaKeHHE.

MepuH npuaBUraics Bce Onmke, Moka Hora Meppurka He ynapuiachk o ee Hory. OH MpOTSHYIT
PYKY 1 00XBaTWII ee 3a IIel0, 3apbIBIIKCH MAIBIIAMH B pacTpenaBIInecs OT ObICTPOI CKAUKH MPSIIH.
Koxy o6nasio xapom.

O boxe...

BuayTpr Cuionu Bee 3a1pokajio MeJIKoW HepBHOM Ipoxkbio. [Ipokistoe odenanue no3BossITh
€My BOJIHOCTU ObLIO OIIMOKOM, HO TeNeph yXke MO3IHO OTCTYIaTb.

— Meppuk... — OHa olienieHesa, He OTCTPaHSISCh.
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— Ixozed.

OHa cy3uia riasa.

— Xoporo, nycth Oyaet [Ixo3ed. OTmycTute MeHs..

Jlepxa ee ¢ MATKOW HEYMOJIMMOCTBIO, OH TIPUIBUHYJICA Onske. OTBET €ro mpo3Bydas Hierno-
TOM:

— Hy ner, Cunonu. Hukorga He mpocu otmyctuth TeOs. [Toka — Her. He panbine, yem Mbl
MO3HAeM paiickoe OJ1aXKeHCTBO.

— IIpekparute. — Cepriie ee KOJOTHIIOCh TaK CHJIBHO, YTO TOTOBO OBUIO BBICKOUUTD U3 TPY/IH.

— IIpexpatun Obl, ecu 6 MOT.

OHna Hanpsrace 1noj ero pyKoi.

— I'mynocTH, BBl IPOCTO UTpaeTe CO MHOM.

— HecomuenHo, tesoro. Ho Tbl cama BuHOBara B 3TOM. Thl Takas HEOTpa3uMas, YTo s IPOCTO
HE B CHJIaX... YCTOATh.

— Bosbmute cebs B pyku, muctep Meppuk. Ononeiite 3Ty c1adoCThb.

— $1 meITatock, goporas, 5 MbITACh.

— $1 Bac yKymy, — Ipurposuia oHa, HO He TOIIEeBEINIIACh.

— A u cam Tebs yKyIny, Ipesk/ie YeM 3aKoH41y. — B3 ero 3agepikaics Ha ee rydax, OT4ero
cepriie CUIOHM MOJIOTOM 3aCTydasio B TTAHUYECKOM TpepocTepexeHnn. — CheM T1eOsi, Kak CIiebii
MIePCUK, BMECTE CO BCEM COKOM U CJIaJIOCThIO. A TIOTOM OOJIMXKY TyOBI.

Oma 3HaJ1a I0BOJIbHO, YTOOBI MOHSTH, YTO OH MOApa3yMeBaeT rpex. bosblie uem mpocTo note-
JIyH, 3TO YK HaBepHsKa. [lJIs1 TAKOro MOBECHI, KaK OH, MOLIENTYH, JOJKHO OBbITh, TAaKasl MEJIOYb.

— Bbl... BBI Iyraete MeHs1, Muctep Meppuk.

XOoTs cTpax ObLI JIMIIb YaCThIO TOTO, YTO OHA YyBCcTBOBAA. Pusnyeckast O1M30CTh HUKOTIA He
npuBiekana ee. OHa ¥ MOMBICTIMTH HE MOIJIA O TOM, YTOOBI OTAAThCS MyxurHe. Ho uto-To B Meppuke
32)KUTajo e KPOBb HAPOXKIAOIIUMCS KeJJaHUeM, HECMOTpPSI Ha TO YTO OHA 3Haja O HEM U YTO OH
YTOTOBWJI AJIs1 HEe.

— Cwmernee, mucc Popcaiit! — OH HacMexalcs Haj ee XoJMoAHbIM opmManu3MoM. OHa U cama
YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl TIIyTI0, HAa3bIBas €T0 «MUCTEP MeppuK», KOrJa OH BOT-BOT IoLienyeT ee. B ueprax
ero MpOoCTyNIIa HEYMOIMMOCTh. — Bosibllle HUKaKUX OTTOBOPOK M HUKAKMX BO3paxeHui, CHIOHM.
Haunewm urpy. Tpodeu — nodenuteso.
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I'naBa 5

CuaoHM MPUTOTOBUIIACH 3aHOBO TMEPEXKUTh BUEPALTHUN LEJOMYAPEHHBIN Mouenyid. beiia ta
ke Hen30exkHass MHTUMHOCTh. TOT e HeBOJIbHBIN BoCTOpr. To ke TOMUTEIbHOE OKUJAHUE, CJIOBHO
OTKPOBEHHE — BOT OHO, COBCEM psIIOM, CTOUT TOJIbKO MPOTSIHYTh PyKy. Bcero atoro ysxke ObLIO
JOBOJIbHO, HO HA 3TOT pas... MOLETyl OKa3ascs UHbIM.

Ionenyit nepenaBan Ge3ommoOouHoe npurianieHre. Ho k yemy? CujioHu ObUla CIMIIKOM
HEOIbITHA, YTOOBI 3HATh 3T0. OIHAKO MPEKPACHO MOHUMAJIA, YTO MaJlellnee BCTPEUHOE BIKEHHE C
ee CTOPOHBI HaBJIeUeT Ha Hee Oellbl, C KOTOPHIMU OHA HEe CMOKET COBJIaAaTh. Kak M Mporuioi HOubIo,
OHa OCTaBaJIACh HETIOJIBVIKHOM T10J1 €ro ry0aMu, HajIesiCh, YTO OTCYTCTBHE TOOIIPEHU T OCTAHOBUT €ro.

Hanpachas Hanexna.

Jxo3ed tenoBan ee He crella, U CKOPO COMPOTHUBJIEHHE IIABHO MEPETEeKJIO BO BCEIOIIIO-
IIaloIIee OCTPOe OIIYIIEHHE: TJIAIKOW TBEPIOCTH ero Ty0, MATKO CTHOAIONIMXCS U Pa3THOAIOIIIXCSI
NAJTBLIEB PYKH Ha 3aThUIKE, JIUXOPAJOYHOTO CTYKa COOCTBEHHOrO cepiiia. BHU3Y )XUBOTA C/Ieanoch
HECTEPIUMO ropsu0. ITO HE3HAKOMOE, HETTPOIIEHOE OIIYIIEHUE MAHUJIO €€ MOrPY3UThCs B MOLIETY.
B cMmsTenun oHa otoaBuHYIach. KcMeT TMXOHBKO 3apXkaiia U nmepecTynuia HOraMu.

— I, — mArko nporosopusl Meppuk.

— 310 BBl MHE WK Jjomaan? — CuaoHu npesupana ceOs 3a MpeIaTeIbCKylo XPUIOTILY B Tojloce.

OH THX0 paccMmesics:

— A TBI KaK JyMaenib?

— Ilymaio, BaM HaJI0 OCTAaHOBUThCSI. — PyKu ee cxkasii MoBO/Ibs1, XOTSI OHA MOCTapasach OObIle
HE TPEBOXKUTb JIOIIA/Ib.

— Eme Her, — BO3paswii OH, 1 OT BO30YKIeHHS, MOOJIECKUBAIOIIETO y HErO B IJla3ax, ee KPOBb
ObIcTpee modexana Mo KuaaM.

Jlenu ®opcaiiT ucmycTIa MHOTOCTPaIAIbHbIN B3/I0X.

— Hy tak naBaiite yxe, IOKOHYHUTE C STUM.

I'maza JIxxo3eda 3aucKpuiich BeceabeM, KOTOpOe CKOPO CTajlo HEOTpa3UMbIM, Oylb OH Hesa-
JEH.

— Hesauem ymonsts, tesoro.

OH kperrye 0OXBATHJI €€ I1Iel0, XOTSI OHa Cpasy ke TMOHsIa OeCCMBICJICHHOCTh MOMBITKH 1o0era.
Ona naja emy oOellaHue, ¥ y Hero no-rnpexHeMy pacrnucku Pooeptst. [lotienyn BRIXOOWIM 3a Mpe-
JeJbl UX COIJIALIeHHUs], HO OHA MPEKPACHO 3HAJa, YTO OH 3aMBIIUISIT cOOIa3HeHe, peasaras 3Ty
CHETIKY.

Meppuk norepcst rydamu o ryosl CUAOHH, MOLENOBAJ YTOJIKY €€ PTa, Clerka MPUKYCUI HUK-
HIOIO TY0y. YIOBOJILCTBHUE CEJIaJI0Ch ellle Oosiee oracHo MaHAmuM. CUIOHH U3/1ajia IPUTTYIICHHBIH
BO3MJIaC OECIOKOWCTBA, MOJIOKUB PYKYy eMy Ha rpyab. UTOOBI OTTOJKHYTh WM TIPUBJIEYL ONMKe?
TpynHo OBUIO CKa3ath.

Beku ee, qporHyB, ONMYCTUIINCH, U YyBCTBA HANOIHWIUCH Meppukom. Ero Mykckum 3amaxom,
TaKMM YYKMM U B TO Xe BpeMs COONa3HUTEIbHBIM. JIMXOpaouHbIM OMEHHEM ero cepilia y Hee Moj
JaoHbI0. TBEpIBIM TEIUIOM pTa.

Korpa s13plk ero KocHyscsl ee TaM, rJe OH I1eJloBal, OHa B3aporHyna. Bor crpanHocts! Eciu
O OH cKazal ei, 4To coOMpaeTcs n3arh ee, el Obl CTaJo MPOTHBHO. A Ha Jiejie 3TO OKa3aoCh. ..
uHTpHryoIe. OHa MPOTECTYIOIIE 3aMblualia, pyKa CTUCHYJIA ero CBOOOIHYI0 pyoOariky. CaepkuBae-
Masi MOIIIb MOl pyOaIKoi JOKHA Oblia Obl HAIyraTh €e, HO cefiuac 3Ta cuja cKopee Mpolyxkaasa
JIIOOOIIBITCTBO, YEM OECTIOKOMCTBO.

Ero nonenyii yxe u 6e3 Toro ocnadui ee 3apaBoMsicivie. CHIOHH JTydIiie OOJIBITMHCTBA KEH-
IIMH 3HAJIA [IEHY TOTO, YTOOBI OTIATHCSI HA MAJIOCTh MYKYHHE, OCOOEHHO TPeOOBATEILHOMY M BJIACT-
HoMy. OHa BUeNa, KaK MaTh Tasjia Kak MpU3pak Moj OTHOBCKUM rocnoacTBoM. Buaena 6ecriomorr-
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HocTh PoGepthl mpoTtuB Ymibsaima. Cuionu He oOMaHbIBasach: odasiHiue MepprKa CKpbhIBaeT 4To-TO
MHOE, HEeKEJH JKeJTaHUe TIOJYUHSAT.

Omna GeccBSI3HO 3aMpOTECTOBANA U MOIBITATACH OTOPBATHCS, HO €r0 XBaTKa OblJIa HEYMOJIUMOI.
OH no-npexHeMy JIETKO Kacajcs ee Ty0 CBOMMH, CJIOBHO MTPoOysl Ha BKYC.

Cui0HM HEOCO3HAHHO BHIMATUIIA IOl Bcero mib HaMek Ha OTBETHBIN TIONENTYH, He OoJiee.
OH M371a71 TOpJIOM YAOBJIETBOPEHHBIN POKOT. ¥ Hee 3acocalo Mo Joxeukoil. OHa oco3Hana, 4To,
YCTYITUB TaK MaJio, OHa ycTymnuia MHOTro. CH/IOHU C/ieNasa MOMBITKY OTCTYIUTD Ha IPEKHUE MTO3HULIUH.
Ho 6b110 mo3iHO. Pyka y Hee Ha 3aThUIKe Ckaiach U pUTsAHYa ee. Bosbiie mbuta. Bosbiie HesKHOCTH.
Bonbliie norenyes, 3a3bIBAIOIINX €€ B HEM3BEJAHHOE.

K tomy Bpemenu kak [[xo3ed nomHsn ronoBy, CHIOHM Iposkajia OT CTpaxa, HerOJOBaHUs U
HETIPOILIEHOrO YyBCTBEHHOTO OTKJIMKA. C/IeNaB MpOTSIKHBIN, CYyAIOPOKHBIN BIOX, OHA OTKPbLIA U3YM-
JieHHbIe 171a3a. OH ObLT TaK OJIM3KO, UTO € MPUIILIOCh OTKJIOHUTHCS Ha3a[, YTOObI YEPTHI €ro MOnasIu
B (pokyc. OH HaOOIAT 32 HEW ¢ HACTOPOXKEHHOCTBIO, KOTOPask MPOTUBOPEYMIIA HETOPOILTUBOM Clia-
JOCTH TIOLETTYS.

— Bbl He JOMKHBI OBUTH 3TOTO JIeNaTh. — B royoce ee mpo3Byyasio cKopee CMSITeHHE, YeM Tpa-
BEIHBIA THEB.

Betep urpai c ee pacTpenaHHbIMU BoJIoOcaMu, Opocast psiau B 0. KucMer crosiia CHoKoiHO.
I'Henoit Mepprka OOHIOXMBAJT KaKHe-TO BOIOPOCTH. B HECKONBKUX Iarax OT HUX BOJIHBI pa3OuBa-
mmck o Geper. Korga Meppuk 1iesioBast ee, oHa CIbIIIaia JIUMIIb UKW TaHel COOCTBEHHOTO Cepila,
OCTaBasICh TIIyXOM KO BCEMY OCTaJIbHOMY, BKJIIOYAsi TPEOOBAHUSI CAMOCOX PAaHEHHSI.

Jxo3ed HexkHO MpoBe NalbLEeM HEBUIUMYIO JJMHUIO BIOMb ieku Cugonu. [Ipornuioi Houbo
OH BOT TaK ke KacaJicsi ee OOHaXE€HHOW TpyAu. DTO BOCIOMHHAHUE TIOJCTETHYJIO T'HEB, KOTOPBIA el
cle0BaJIo Obl MPU3BATh HA BHIPYUKY, KOTIa OH TOJbKO HAa4asl LIeJIOBATh ee.

— He nago. — OHa otnepHynia rojioBy. OT pe3Koro JBMkeHHs BcaJHUIbl KucMeT 6ecrokoiHO
repecTynuia HoraMu.

— TeOs1 HUKOTAA paHbIIe He 1ieIoBaH, Aa? — B ronoce Meppuka He ObLUTO OOBIYHON HACMeTII-
muBocTH. OH Kazasics motpsiceHHbIM. CepeOpHcThie T1a3a ero ObUT MSITKUMU, KaK OCEHHUN TyMaH,
Y pOT TOXke ObUT MSATKHM, TIOTHBIM M IO HEBO3MOKHOCTH COONTA3HUTEIbHBIM.

Omna 3amopraja, yXacHyBIIIMCb, KOT/Ia IO Hee JIOILI0, YTO OHa IJIa3eeT Ha HEero, Kak peOeHoK,
3a4apOBAHHBIN POXIECTBEHCKUMU CBEUYAMH.

—Yro0... 4TO BHI CKa3amu?

OH cMoTpes Ha Hee TIOUTH HeXXHO. [ 1e-To B aibHeM yrojike CO3HaHMS 3a3BEHENO0 MpeJocTe-
pexenue. Octeperaricsi! Ocreperaiics!

— Tebs1 HUKOTIA paHbIle HE LEeIOBAIN ?

OnHa HaxMypHJIach, MBITASCh IOHSATH CMBICIT €70 CJIOB.

— KoneuHo ke, nenosajm.

OH ckenTHUYecK BO37e1 OPOBb:

— Toicaaun pa3. Py4arocs.

OHa BCIIBIXHYJIA U C CHJION CTHCHYJIa TIOBO/IbSI, OOPSICH C jKeJIaHHEM YAApUTh €ro.

— Her. Bol nenoBasm MeHs Buepa. — B ronoce ee nposBuiiocs pasapaxenue. — Vv Bel He
nomMHure?

Pyka ero ckomnb3Hya e 1moj norOoopoAoK U MpHUNoAHsiia Juio. OH pa3misiIbBall ee Kak Kakylo-
TO MPUYYUIMBYIO HOBYIO Pa3HOBUIHOCTb TIOJ] YBEJTMUUTETBHBIM CTEKJIOM.

— Pasymeercsa s nomHio, bella. Bocriomunanue o6 3tom mipecieayeT meHs. [Ipocto TH erre
Oosiee. .. HETPOHYTA, YeM S JyMaJl.

PaznpaxeHue BCIIBIXHYJIO B HEW OT TOrO, YTO OH CMEET HaCMEeXaThCsl HaJl €€ HEONbITHOCTHIO.
CutoHu pe3ko BBICBOOOIMIIA TIONOOPOIOK.

— ¥V MeHs1 HeT MPUBBIYKY SKIIAThCS ¢ OECIIPUHIIUITHBIMY paciiyTHUKamu. [ToueMy Bbl puaete
3TOMY Takoe 3HaueHue? Bbl ke 3HaeTe, UTo s JeBCTBEHHHUIIA.
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— O pa! — Yro-To BCIBIXHYJIO B €r0 NIYOOKO MOCAKEHHBIX CePeOPHCTHIX IMIa3ax, MPeke YeM
OH OMYCTWJI B3IJIsiA Ha ee ryosl. — Ho ThI qaxe Oosee. .. JeBCTBEHHMIIA, YeM s Moiarall.

— Heunp3s1 O6bITh OOJee AeBCTBEHHUIIEH, YeM JEeBCTBEHHMIIA, — OTpbI3HYJIach CHIOHU.

Jx03ed HAKJIOHWIICS BIIEpe/1 C OYeBUIHBIM HamepeHreM. C Hee ObUIO JOBOJIBLHO JKMBBIX TOIIe-
JIyeB U CapKacTUIeCcKoro noapasHuBanusi. OHa U3BEpHYIACh, YTOOBI YKJIOHUThCS, — Kucmer ¢bIpk-
HyJIa 1 OECTIOKOMHO TOMSATUIAC.

— Topy! — Meppuk cxBarun y3neuky Kucmer, u jiomanp TyT ke ycnokowsack. — Cresait,
Cupnonu.

ITOT pe3Kuid, OeClIepeMOHHBI TOH BKyIE C HACMEIIKaMH HaJ| ee HEeYKJIIOKECThI0 OKOHYA-
TEJILHO BB Jienqu Popcaiit u3 ceods.

— To, 4To s Mo3BoNMWIA BaM TIONEJIOBaTh cebsl, HE O3HAYaeT, YTo 1 COOMpaIoCh OGE3pONOTHO
MOTYUHSTBCS.

OH mponoKan CMesAThCs HaJl Hel:

— Jlaxxe s1 He HACTONBKO caMoHaesH, bella. Ho Te0s 1aBHO mopa Hay4uTh LIEOBAThCS, a I He
MOTY BBITIOJIHSATH 3TY 3a7a4y, KOTJa Mbl TOTO U IS, UICTTHEMCS Ha 3a/IHUIIBL.

— 51 He xenaio 1 AajbIIe CHOCHTH 9TO BYJIbrapHOE JIaraHbe.

— HNuTepec k pusrueckoMy yIoBOJIbCTBUIO BIIOJIHE ecTecTBeH. TyT Heuero cThlauthes. — Jlxo-
3e(p CrienIcs ¥ CBS3aJI MOBO/IbsI THEAOTO Y HETO Ha I1iee, YTOObl OHU He CBEeNIMBAIUCh. — M He u3-
3a Yero U3BUHSTHCA.

Ox, Kak ke el XOTeJoCh BJIeNUTh eMy noiieunHy! Pyka cikanach B Kynak.

— 41 He U3BUHSIOCH.

OH He 00paTHJ Ha TO BHUMAHMS.

— Th1, HOMXHO OBITH, Cropaelib OT JIOOOMBITCTBA.

— 41 cropaio ot xenaHus 1aTh BaM 3aTPEIHHY.

OH XJIOITHYJI JIaJOHBIO MO KPYITy THEAOTO — TOT, (DHIPKHYB, OTOILIEN C IOPOTH, TOTOM MPHOIIHU-
3WICS K KuIisied HerogoBanreM CuloHU, cujieBIerd BepxoM Ha Kucwmer.

— IlonaBnsiemasi cTpacTh, €CJIM He JaTh € BHIXO/a, oOpalaeTcs B HaCHIIHe.

— TonbKo ecu Thl yMaJIMIIEHHBI.

— 51 xoy He MOKAYCh, KOrAa Uiy TeOst yma, tesoro. M He B3aymaii yckakaTb. — OH CXBaTHIICS
3a y3€4Ky. UTO X, MHCTUHKTHI Y HEro npekpacHsie. VIMEHHO 3TO OHa M HaMepeBaslach Clearh. —
Heyxenu tebe He XoTenoch Obl y3HaTh, UTO Thl IOTEpsiIa?

— BBl TONBKO UTO MOKa3aau MHE, 4To 51 oTepsiia. CTONBKO IIyMa U3 HUYETO.

— Heckonbko MUHYT Ha3aJl Thl HE KaJIOBAJIACh.

Meppuk mponomkan ynsioarbcesi. Paspasu ero rpoM, OH He BOCIIPUHAMAET ee Becepbe3. BhiTh
MOXET, TIOTOMY, YTO OHA Ha OJMH 3aIPETHBIA MUT UMeJIa ITTyTIOCTh OTBETUTH Ha MOLEITYH.

— Bol ipocTO 3acTHIIM MEHSI BPaCIUIOX.

— Crano ObITh, Ha TOT pa3 CUMTAH, UTO THI 3apaHee MpenynpexaeHa. — Jxo3ed OTmycTHI
Kucmer u cxBatun Cungonu 3a tanmmio. OHa — jKeHIIMHA HeMasleHbKasi, B cpaBHeHUH ¢ Pobeproit
HacTosmas paboyas Jomiaab, HO MeppuK JIErko MOAHSIT ee U3 Cela ¥ TIOCTAaBHJI Ha 3eMJTIO.

— Jlomagu yo6eryt, — mpodopmoTtana CHI0HU, OIIYTUB KaKYI0-TO HEOOBSICHUMYIO CTA00CTh B
Horax ot ero Omusoctu. Cepaile oOMepro, a OTOM YXHYJIO Kyga-To BHM3. OHa Tak HEBBIHOCHMO
OCTPO OIIyIIAJIa ero Kpenkue, CUIbHbIE PYKHU, YASPKUBAIOIIUE ee.

— Ecmu yberyT, To mpocTo BepHYTCs B KOHIOIIHIO, & HAM MPUAETCS UITH OOPATHO TEIIIKOM.

CJOBHO B I0Ka3aTeNbCTBO, UTO €€ CTpaxu OecroyBeHHbl, KrcmeT oTolIa Ha HECKOJIBKO I1aroB
Y OCTAQHOBUJIACh PSIJIOM C THEJIBIM.

— 41 y6ery, — ckazana CUIOHH, HE IIEJTOXHYBIIIHCD.

— 41 noroHro.

— 3auem yTpyxkaarbcs’?
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OH B3s1J1 ee JpoXkalye pyKH, U OHa, IIynasi ¥ ciadast KeHIIMHA, He BOCTIpoTuBMIack. Onac-
HOCTb yske OyKBaJIbHO OnJia B Ha0aT, HO OHA OCTaBaJIACh HA MECTe KaK MPUKOBAHHASI.

— 3areM, 4TO Thl OUY€Hb KpacuBas, dolcissima, — MSITKO MPOroBOpuJI oH. — Pa3Be Thl 3TOr0 He
3Haelb?

Houblo oH TO%e roBopuI i, 4To oHa Kpacuasi. [lepes Tem kak B pa3apaxkenun yien. Ceituac
OH Ka3aJICsl TAKUM K€ MCKPEHHHUM, Kak M Toraa. M, Kak u Torja, cepiie ee, eKHyB, 3aMepIio.

— DT0 U3BECTHAs YJIOBKA IMOBECH — TOBOPUTH JEBYIIIKE, YTO OHA KPAcHBa.

— U kak — gevictByet? — Becesio nonuHtepecoBaics Ixo3ed, cTarupas ¢ Hee epyaTku.

— Her. — Xorenock Ol €, 4TOOBI 3TO OBUIO TaK.

— Xaub. — OH Opocuit ee epuaTky Ha 3eMITI0 U CTSHY cBou. — [IpokisaTee! Ha Tebe Bcerna
y’KaCHO MHOTO OfIEKIbl. DTO TaK HEYIOOHO.

«He Bcerma».

STa MBICTb MOBUCIA MEXAYy HUMHM, CJIOBHO MpousHeceHHas Bciyx. OHa morna yoexarb, OH
Oonbliie He Aepxkai ee. «aute, uaute xe», — MpUKa3biBajia OHA CBOMM HOTaM, HO OHM YIIPSIMO OTKa-
3bIBAJIUCh CIBUHYTHCS C MECTA.

— 51 He HaXOXy 3TO HEYNOOHBIM.

— Eme opguH nprickopOHbINA TPU3HAK HeBMHHOCTU. Korma-Hulyns Tel Oyaenib OarogapHa MHE
3a TO, UTO s MOKa3aj Tede UTo K UeMy.

Ee ry0Obl HEOIOOPUTENIBHO CKATUCh.

— D710 00IIECTBEHHASI OOSI3aHHOCTD ?

Xopomo Obl, ecnu O eil Tak He HpaBWJICS ero cMex. Besakuil pa3, Korja oHa Cliplnazia 3TOT
rTyOOKUI MeJIOMUYHBIN POKOT, €€ TaK C TPYJIOM BBICTpOEHHAasi 000poHa cliabena.

— Honr nepes CBOMMH COOPAThSIMU.

— OHu, BEeposITHO, AAAYT BaM MeJallb, — c1a00 MPOroBOpHJIa OHA, KOrJa OH OOXBATHJI €€ JIUIIO
pyKammu.

CynopoxHO BTSIHYB Bo31yX, CuioHu npusBayia cedst ObITh cuiibHOM. [locTapanack nmpuaath
’KECTKOCTH TIO3BOHOYHHUKY, KOTOPBIN MOKa3bIBAJ YAPYUAIOIIyl0 CKIOHHOCTh U3rMOAThCsl B €r0 CTO-
POHY.

— Prijapckuil TUTYI IO MEHBILEN Mepe.

— 3a yciyru niepes )eHCKUM 1osioM. — CHIOHH XOTesa, YTOOBI 3TO MPO3BYYAJIO CAPKACTHUYECKH,
HO BBIIIUIO B3BOJIHOBAHHO, C TIPU/IBIXaHUAEM.

Ero rnaza BcrbIxHym.

— O, g HamepeH mocykXuTh Teoe, bella. — Y mpexkae yem oHa mpuaymaia erie oqHO HeyOoe u-
TEeJIbHOE BO3pPaKEeHUE, OH MPUOU3III TYOBI K ee rydam.

Tenno. Msrkocts. TpenetHast HeyBepeHHOCTb. CKpbITOE KeJlaHWe OTKJIMKHYTbCA. Ixo3zed
BKYCHJI BCE 3TO, KOIjia MpuiibHya K rydam CrunoHn. OH He MOT cKa3aTh, OUYeMy ObLT Tak TITyOOKO
TPOHYT TeM, UTO OKa3aJCsl MEPBBIM, KTO TMOIEoBal ee. Peakimsi cobcTBeHHOro Tena Oblia BIOJIHE
Mpe/ICKa3yeMou. Yke OJIHO ee MPHUCYTCTBHE BO30yxaaso ero. M Tak 6puto ¢ camoro Havana. Kakoit
OBl CHJION OHa HU o0Maaia, oH ObUT OeCrIOMOITIeH IPOTHB Hee.

[TpoGHO, JIETrOHFKO OH JIM3aJT, TIOKYCHIBAJI CkaThle ryObl. OHa ryieHuTespHa. Jaxe ceffuac, koraa
yCTyIaeT 4yTh OOJbIIe, YeM BUYepa, U APOXUT B ero pykax. OH Bce elle He yBEepeH: 3TO OT BO30YXK-
JEHWS WK OT cTpaxa. B ee rma3ax oH mpouen u JI0OONBITCTBO, U CMsITeHUe. ['yCThie KalllTaHOBbIE
BOJIOCHI IIEKOTAIM eMy THajbliibl. [locie 6e3yMHON CKauky OHA BBIMVIsAENA BOCXUTUTEIBLHO pacTpe-
naHHOH. M 9TO HABOOWJIO €ro Ha MbIC/Ib 00 MHBIX OE3yMHBIX CKauKaX, B KOTOpbIE MY XOTeJOCh Obl
IIyCTUTbCS BMECTE C HEil.

[NonusB ronoBy, oH mocMoTpen Ha Hee. [ maza CuioHu ObLTM 3aKPBITHI, IeKH nbutasid. Hozapu
ero pasay/IMch, KOTAa OH BTSHYJ MPOOYkJAloIe BOCHOMUHAHUS 3anaxu Mopsi 1 CHUIIOHH.

— OTKpoO#1 poTUK, tesoro. — [Ixo3ed mpunogHsiit ee auno. — OTKpou AJ1si MeHsI CBOM POTHK.
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I'ma3a ee mmpoko pacraxHyIuch. Ha OMUH MbSHAIMI MUAT OH YTOHYJ B UX KapuX TIyOMHAX —
HACHIIICHHBIX, OCEHHHX, YYBCTBEHHBIX.

— OTKpHITB?..

OH BOCHOJIB30BAJICS IIAHCOM U CKOJIb3HYJI SI3bIKOM €1 B poT. OHa u3aJia yAUBIEHHBIN BO3IJIAC
U TIOTIBITAJIACH OTCTPAHUTHCS.

— Her.

— Bella, ue 6oiics.

Omna niepecTaia OTOOBHUIaThCsI, HO TYOBI ee CHOBaA Ckastuch. OH BEpHYIICS K HeTpeOoBaTeIbHOM
MArkocTd. CHIOHM CTOsIJIa HEOT3bIBUMBAS, XOTSI HEPOBHOE JbIXaHUE YKa3bIBAJIO, UTO OHA JIAJIEKO He
6e3paznmuHa. Ee conpoTuBieHre HAUMHAJIO MMOTUXOHBKY CBOIUTH €T0 C yMa.

OpnHO JMIIIb COMTPOTUBIIEHHE, COMPOTHUBIIEHUE, CONTPOTURIIEHNE. BeCkoHeUHOe CONPOTHBIICHHE.

W Bapyr, B Kakylo-TO JOJIO CEKYH[bI, 3TO HECKOHUaEMOe COIPOTUBIIEHHE pacTasiio. Pyka ee
JIersia eMy Ha IU1e40, ¥ co B310xoM CHIOHM pWIIbHYIA K Hemy. Teruio, JOCTaTOYHO CHITbHOE, YTOObI
pacTonuTh XOJIOA ero cepiia, okytano Ixoseda. Pyka Ha rede cxkanach B jacke. I'yObl MPHOTKPHI-
JIMCh Y HAKOHEII YCTYITUJIM MEIOBYIO clafgocTh pra. OH ¢ HacnaxkaeHueM BKycui ee. CHIOHH OKa3a-
JIach BOCXMTHUTENILHON Ha BKYC. Ero sI3bIK KOCHYJICS €€ SI3bIKa, M OH YCJIBIIAI MTPUTITYIIEHHbINA MTPo-
TECT.

Ecnu Obl B Iy11ie y HEero coxpaHuiach XOTh MaJjiasi TOJIMKa MIJIOCEpHsi, OH Obl oTIycTHI ee. Ho
BKYC JIEBYIIKH ObUT KaK JKUH JUTsI MbsTHULIBL. OH OecrievHo nosaraj, 9YTo BO BpeMsi 3TOro UMITPOBH-
3MPOBAHHOTO YPOKa COXPAHUT SICHYIO TOJIOBY, HO OHA TIOCMESIACh HaJl €r0 CaMOHaIesTHHOCTbI0. OHa,
KOTOpasi HUKOT/IA B )KU3HU HE 1eJI0BAJIACh.

B nonrom HecrenHoM HCCeI0BaHUY TIOJIAIWIT OH €€ SI3bIK, M Ha 9TOT pa3 MOYyBCTBOBAI CJla-
6oe nBuxenue B otBeT. OH M3Ja HU3KUI PBIK ON0OpeHus u noApasHui ee cHoBa. Korma Cugonu
HEYBEpEHHO MPUTPOHYJIACH K €ro sI3bIKY CBOMM, KPOBb yaapuia MeppHky B rojioBy. OH, U3BECTHBIH
MIOBeCa, MOCTABJIEH HA KOJICHW HEBUHHBIM, HEYKJTIOKUM TOLETyeM.

Jla TonbKO Temeph, OTBeUast eMy, OHa yke He Obula HeykJIoxked. OHa Obula CIIaJIKOU, MBLTKON
1 ObICTpO ciiefoBasia ero npumepy. Koria si3bIk ero 3aTaHiieBall y Hee Ha Ty0ax — OHa C/ienasa To ke
camoe. Koria oH BTsIHYI ee sI3bIK K ce0e B pOT — OHa YIMBJICHHO axHyJa, 3aTeM NOMpoOoBaa ero Tak
rIyOOKO M C TAKMM HETOIEIbHBIM YIOBOJIBCTBUEM, UTO cepate [Ixo3eda 3akonoTunock o pedpa.

Ho naxe BO BiacTv HacHaXIeHUsI OH NPUAEPKUBAJICS cTpaTeruu. Pyku ero ropenu ot 6e3ym-
HOTO JKeJIAaHWsI TIPUKOCHYTBCSI K €€ Telly, TPOHYTh KakAylo BBITYKJIOCTh U BMaAWHKY. Ho eciu oH
TMOCTIEIIUT, TO MOTEPSIET BCE, Yero eMy yAajioch T0CTUYb.

7Kap pasropascsi, rpo3st UCIIETIENUTD €ro, U BCe ke KaKOW-TO JAJIEKUI TOI0C HAIOMHUIT eMY,
YTO 3TO MOAPA3yMeBAIOCh TOJBKO KaK YpOK. Pyku ero pacciaOminck, XoTsi OH He MOT HalTH B ceOe
CUJIBI OTITYCTUTD €€ COBCeM. MaJio-roMaity OH TachIl JIMXOPAJAO0UHYIO CTPacTh, MIOKa MOIETyi He rpe-
BpaTWJICS B OTTOJIOCOK TOTO, MEPBOTO MoLieys. BOT TONBKO Termeph OH 3HaJl ee BKyC. 3Hal, Kakue
MSIyKaloIlie, MPEPHIBUCThIE 3BYKM OHA MU3/IAeT, YCTyMasi He3BeAaHHOMY HAaCJIaXJEHHIO.

B nocrenmm ¢ HuM ona OyfeT Henogpaxaema.

OH B nocyeIHNN pa3 KOCHYJICS rydbamu ee ry0, 3aremM oTcTpanuics. CHIOHU TbUlaia, TyObl Y
Hee ObLTM aJIBIMH 1 BIIaKHBIMU. OT ee CHUSIIOIIe KpacoThl Cep/lLie ero 3arHya0ch. MykurHa, UMelo-
M XOTb KaIuTio OJ1aroposiCTBa, OTIPABUIT Obl €€ BOCBOSICHU C aKKYPAaTHO CBEPHYTHIMHU B CyMKE pac-
nckamu PoGepTsl, oToMy 4TO, €ciiv OHa ocTaHeTcs, [[xo3ed 3ansaTHaeT ee cBepKarollyio Jo0poie-
tesb. OH yTSHET 9TOro aHrena kK ceoe B af.

— [Momymarp TONBKO. .. — nporenTtana CUIOHH, MOAHSB IJ1a3a, KOTOphle ceiiuac ObUT CKOpee
30JIOTHCTBIMH, YeM KapUMH.

— O na. — OH ynabpIOHYIICSA, TIOKATYH, C XMEJTBHON PaJOCThIO, HEXEN C [IMHUYHOW HACMEIILTH-
BOCTBIO, C KOTOPO¥ OOBIYHO MTPOTUBOCTOSIT MUPY.

— Ecnm 6 5 3Haa, 4TOo momenyit ObIBaeT TaKKM. . .
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Emy noHpaBuiIoCh, 4TO OHA U3 TOPIIOCTU HE CTajla PUTBOPSATHCS, OYITO HE MOTyJnia YIOBOJb-
cTBU OT noueinysi. Bouctuny Jxxo3edy Bce TpyaHee HAUTH YTO-TO, YTO EMY B HEMl HE HPABUJIOCH.

— Th1 Ol LIEIOBaIA BCEX MY)KYMH B OKpyre?

Jlenu ®opcaiit aposkaiiieil pykoi oTBesa BOJIOCH C JIviia. MeppuK BUJIEI, YTO OHA MOCTENEHHO
BO3BPAIAETCS K peaIbHOCTU ¥ CMYIIAIONIEMY MOHMMAHMIO TOTO, HACKOJIBKO OCHOBATEIbHO OHA 3a0bI-
J1ach B TOLIEITYE.

— Hy, B03MOXHO, BCeX, KTO MOJIOKE COPOKa JIeT.

— IMonpoGyem erte pa3ok?

Cupmonu 6pocuiia Ha HET0 HeOJOOPUTETbHBIN B3IV, TPOTUBOPEYAIIMIA HeKHOU TIOHOTE ee
ry0.

— Korna BbI 11e71yeTe MeHs, s He MOTy JyMaTb.

— Bot u xopoto.

— Ho mue Haio nogymars.

OH MSrKO paccmestics:

— Ilonymaems B fome. He xouercs BoIMOKHYTS. [loroga noprurcs.

— O! — yauBIIEeHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, OIVISAEBLINCH BOKPYT.

Eme onyH TOITY0K BO30YKAEHHS COTPSIC €ro, KOraa A0 Hero JOIUIO, YTO OHA OblIa HACTOJIBKO
COCpeOTOUeHA Ha HEM, UTO He 3aMeTHsIa HaJBUTAIOIIEICS TPO3BL.

Jxo3ed Jierko moMaJt Jiomiaaei u noacaaui ee B ceuio. JIioOysch Tem, Kak BETep Pe3BUTCS C
ee BoJIocaMu, OH YJibiOHycst Cunonu, B3oOpasivch Ha Kasumupa.

— [IpusiTHO BUIIETH XOPOIIEHBKYIO KEHIIMHY, OTIMYHO CUJSIIYIO Ha XOPOIIEH JIOIIA/IH.

Jlequ ®opcaiiT BenbIXHYIA.

«Kak morno takoe mpesnecTHOe co3JaHue MPOXUTH JIBAALATh YEeThIpe rofa, He MPUBBIKHYB K
komrutumMeHTaMm? 3aMok KpeliBeH OHa MOKWHET, 3Hasi, HACKOJBKO OecrogoOHa». [[xo3ed nmomaswm
OOJIE3HEHHBIN YKOJI OT MBICIH 00 ee oThe3ae U MmycTwi Kasumupa B rajor, ycislaB no3aau, Kak
Cujionu npokpuyana uro-to nopdagpusaomiee Kucmer. [loaronsieMsie Kpenyaomym BETPOM, OHU
TMIOHECIINCh BJIOJb Oepera.

Jxo3ed Havan 3Ty OMTBY, YBEpPEHHBIN B 1I0O€/Ie, HO Ceivac ero OXBaTWJjIO yapydaloliee JyB-
CTBO: OH B KOHIIE KOHIIOB KanuTynupyet rnepea CHI0OHM TOUHO TaK e, KaK OHAa KalUTYJIUpPYeT Mepej
HuMm. [Ipokiiatee! OH HE MOKET MO3BOJIUTH ceOe TaKylo KepPTBY.
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I'maBa 6

Eie onna 3anevyeHHas B Tecte ycTpuna’?

Cu/10HM HACTOPOXKEHHO OIJIsAJeNa JUIMHHOIO XYI0r0 MYKUMHY, KOTOPBI CU/IeN B BAJIbsKHOM
03¢ Ha MTAPYOBOM JMBAHE C HEH PsIoOM, BBITSIHYB HOTH Ha OECIIEHHBII BOCTOUHBIN KOBEP MAJIMHOBOTO
Y CUHEro 11BeTOB. MeppuK He Jiej1al HUYero OTKPbITO 0OOIBCTUTENBHOTO C TeX MOp, Kak MOLEeIoBal
ee, €CJIM He CUMTATh JIEHMBOIO B3IVIA/a U3-110[ MOTYOIyIEHHbIX BEK, KOTOPbI OH HE CBOJIUJI C HEe.
U Bce paBHO OHa He J0BEpsIa EMY.

Yro OBl TOJIBKO OHA HE OTAAJA 332 XOPOIIHMA CTYII C MPSMON CITMHKOM, M YeM HeyJoOHee, TeM
nyuaie. Eciu 6 oHa 3Hanma, uto Meppuk He cTaHeT 0e33aCTEeHYMBO MOICMENBATLCS HaJl HEeld, TO MpH-
Hecsa Ol AyOoBbId cTyn U3 Xoyuta. CrivHa ee Gosnena OT YCHJIMI COXPAHSTh CTPOTYIO MO3y MPOTUB
coOnasHa ycecTbes noynooHee. CHIOHHM MONO3peBasa, YTO €CIM HAYHeT YCTPauBaThCs Ha MSTKHX
MOJIyHIKaxX, TO 3aKOHUUT TeM, YTO YCTPOUTCSA Ha mjiede Meppuka. CUIOHM 3Haja, 4TO e YOIOpHast
103a 3a0aBJIsIeT €ro, HO KOT/ia OHA B MOCJIEIHMIA pa3 ocaaduia OAUTENIBHOCTD, TO C yKacalolen ObICT-
POTOI NOIAIACh HA €r0 YJIOBKH.

[Mocne BepxoBO# MPOTYJIKK OH TIPUBEI €€ B 3TOT CYJITAHOB Oyayap OOraThIX IIEJIKOB U Oapxara.
JloX b KOJIOTWII B CTpE/bYaThle OKHA, HO BHYTPU 3aMKa LAPWIN TEIJIO0 U CUOAPUTCKUI KOMQOPT.
PackaieHHble KapOBHM MCTOYAIM TOHKMI NMPHUATHBIA apomar. DTOT cepalb Ka3ajcsi COBEPIIEHHO
HEYMECTHBIM B MPauHOI CpeIHEBEeKOBOM IUTa e M, TOKa CHIOHHM He BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO CBOEOOPA3HBIi
IEKOp — 3IeIIHsIs HopMa. B3Th X0Ts1 Obl Ty 3epKajbHYI0 KOMHATY HaBEpPXY. ..

JlypHoe npequyBCTBHE 3aCTaBUIIO ee MoekuThcs. Her, oHa He Oyner aymarh O crajibHe. DTo
HANOMMHAET e 0 TOM, YTo Meppuk codbupaeTcst C Hel TaM JieJiaTh.

Beku [Ixxo03eda onmycrucs HUxe, 1 CUIIOHM ellie Ha rpayc BbIIpsMUiIa ciuHy. OH BhINIAJEN
TIOJTYCOHHBIM, HO YAMBHUTEJIHHO YyTKO pearupoBasl Ha BCe BOKPYT, BKJII0Yasi ee Bce Ooyee MCTOHYAI0-
IIeecst CONpoTUBIIeHNe. Bojke MUIOCTUBBIN, eMy He3adeM HaOmogaTh 3a Held, YTOObl yOeIUThCs B ee
ys3BUMOCTHU. Pa3Be He Mo3BOJMIIa OHA eMy 3allesioBaTh ce0sl 10 yMOIIOMpayeH s ?

Meppuk He ynoMuHai o nouenysax. Cuionu toxe. Ho Beskmii pa3, Betpeyasch ¢ ero onecrs-
MU cepeOPUCTBIMU I71a3aMH, OHAa BCIIOMUHAJIA OLIETIOMIISIOLIYI0O MHTUMHOCTD €T0 SI3bIKa Y Hee BO
pTYy.

— He3auem nogrankuBath KO MHE €lly, — [IpoOBOpYala OHa, TeM He MeHee Oepsl KpeBETKY C
M030JI04eHHOM (pap(OpOBOM TAPENIKH.

Bce Tyt ycnaxano uyyscrBa. i AeBYIIKM, KOTOpas MHOTO JIET JKHJIa IPUKUBAJIKON Y 35TS —
HE CJIMILIKOM COCTOSTEJIbHOTO, HAaJl0 CKa3aTh, — TaKasl POCKOILb OblIa MOAABIISIOLIEH.

— Ho 310 %€ Tak yBnekarenbHo. — OH y/IbIOHYJICS TaK, YTO € 3aX0TeI0Ch BBUIUTH CBOI HETPO-
HYTBII OOKaJ1 BUHA €My Ha rojioBy. — Thl TAK BOCXUTUTEIBHO OOMIIIBCS, YTO KaXAast KPOIIIKA Ha Iar
npuOIM3UT TeOs K orudeun?

— Enoit MeHs He MoAKYNUTb, — peluTenbHO 3asBuia Cugonu. Y mpexe uem oH ycries BbicMe-
ATh ee HeyOequTeIbHOE 3asIBJICHIe, OTKYCHJIa KyCOUeK 3arledyeHHO KpeBeTKH. — Ternepp s1 HOHUMaIo,
1oYeMy BBl TEpIIUTE SKCLIEHTPUYHbIe MaHepsl Muccruc busen. Kakas xanocts, 4to oHa 3a0bl1a mpu-
OOpBI.

MeppHK OTIIHII BUHA U3 CBOEro OOKaja. YIOBOJIBCTBUE Y HETO Ha Jinile HaloMHWIO CUIOHU
ero BbIpakeHue nocie nouenys. JdbsBos ero 3a0epy, Bce HAIOMUHAJIO € O ero MoLelye.

— Jla, *aJib, — IPOrOBOPUJI OH C PUTBOPHBIM COKaJleHueM. — ECTh pykamu — 3TO Tax... Mpu-
MUTHBHO.

Jlenn ®opcaiit nokpacHesna. OH caMmble HEBUHHBIE CJI0BA IPEBpallaeT B [IPUIJIAILIEHUE K IPEXY.

— Kcrarm, 06 9KCHEHTPUYHBIX MaHepax, — MPOAOKAI OH HEMPUHYXKAEHHO, MOJAHMNMAsT CBON
O0KaJl B KOPOTKOM TOCTe. — ThI ke He Ha [IEPKOBHOM CKaMbe CIyIIaelllb BOCKPECHYIO IIPOIIOBE/b.

— Msae BrionHe yno6HoO, 6aroapio, — conraia oHa.
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Jxo03ed BOH3MI Kpenkue Oelibie 3yObl B KPEBETKY.

— Ilo kpaiiHeil Mepe CHUMH KaKeT.

Ona yonopHO Mokana ryobl, TOXaJIEB, YTO Jake JeIUKaTecaM He YAajoCh UCTPEeOUTh ero
BKyc. [Iponaau oH rpomnagom, oHa OyeT MOMHHTH TOT MOLETYH O KOHIIa CBOMX THEH.

— B kavecTtBe npesnoaun K ToMy, 4TOOBI CHATh BCE OCTAJIbHOE?

['maza ero Becesno 3aMCKPUIIHCh.

— B ciyyae, eciu Takoe kenaHue BIPYT BOHUKHET, He 0Opaliail Ha MeHsl BHUMAaHUSI.

T'oBopst Mo mpaBze, eil ObUI0 kKapko. TsKENBIN KakeT IUIsi BEPXOBOM €3/1bl KOJMOJICS 4Yepes
MYCJIMHOBOE T1aThe. HaBepHoe, riyno ObUIo MpsATaTh CBOE TEJO, KOTJa OH yKe BUIE KaXIblid ero
IOM, HO TIOCJIe TeX OTKPOBEHHBIX MorieyeB CHUIOHM OTYAsHHO HYXIajach B 3ammre. YToObI OXJia-
JWTH BO3/IYX U €r0 B3MJIsA, OHA ITIOTHYJIA BUHA. OH MOIHSJICA, YTOOBI HAMIOJIHUTH Tapesiky ¢ Oydera,
1 JIOTIWJT CBOW OOKaJ.

— MHue pocrarouHo, — OsicTpo nporoopriia Cumonu, Ho Mepprk ee cioBaMu npeHedper u
HAITOJTHUIT OOKaJT.

— [MompoOyii BOT 3T0. — OH OImycTHJICS TIepe/l Hell Ha KOJICHO U TIPOTSIHYJT MaJICHbKUI OPeXOBbI
KBAJIPATUK, TIOJIUTHIA KAKUM-TO CHPOIIOM.

JluBaH ObLT TAKMM HHM3KHUM, YTO, KOTJIa OH BCTaJl HAa KOJICHO, IJIa3a UX OKa3aJCh HA OJHOM
ypoBHe. CHIOHH MONSATHIIACH.

— OTOIBUHBTECH.

— Kakas Tb1 HepBHasi, tesoro. — OH HEOOOPUTENIBHO TOIIENKAN S3BIKOM. — ] Tak crapaioch
BecTH ceds Kak mavHbKa. Ecim 51 mooberaio He 1iesioBath TeOs1, Thl IePecTaHelllb Jeprarbesi?

-4...

OH yneIOHYJICS ¥ TIOTHEC CIAIoCTh K ee rydam. OHa cobpanack ObLIO MPOTECTOBATh, IOTOM C
HU3KKUM CTOHOM OJJOOpEHUsI 3aKpbLia I1a3a.

— bor moii, uro 310?

— 41 moripo6oBan 310 B ['peun. U Hactosi, ytoObl MUuccuc bruBeH Hayumiach 3TO TOTOBUTH. —
OH msrko npwxai 6okan CUIOHHU K ee rydam, 3acTaBiisis CeaaTh ITI0TOK.

Ona oTkpbiIa 171a3a. OH HAKJIOHWIICS OJIM3KO, CITUIIIKOM OJIM3KO.

— Hedto HaCTONBKO BOCXUTHUTENBHOE IOTKHO OBITh I'PEXOBHBIM.

— Cunonu, CuioHN — MaJieHbKasi Iy pUTaHKa.

Omna nasipliaM# OTIUITHYJIA elle Kycouek ciaacTu. OHa ke He KOMHaTHasi co0auka, 4tod ecTh
y HEro ¢ pyKH.

— Boi 6bun B I'pertun? — Cujionu OTKyCcHIIa ellie KycO4eK — MpsiHasi CIaocTh OOJIbIIe He ollle-
JIOMJISIIA, HO ObUIa HEBOOOPA3UMO BKYCHOM.

— Tol mymaenib, uTo BexJuBas Oecena OyleT yaepKuBaTh MeHsI B paMKax ?

JKenanue y3HaTh 4TO-HUOY!IH O HEM OBUIO COONA3HUTENbHEE 000U CIIaIOCTH.

— S xxuBy HageX 0.

OH MeJIeHHO OTCTPaHWJICSL.

— Moii neBus.

Omna B370XHY/1a, HANIOJHSIS JIeTKMe Bo3ayxoM. Ee obrneruenue, oaqHako, MCapuiIoch, KOraa OH
TIO/THSUT €€ HOTY K ceOe Ha KOJICHU.

— Yro BbI ienaere?

OH Kpenko JiepkaJl HOTY, He TI03BOJISIS EBEJIbHY ThCSI.

— YcrpauBaio 1ebs1 oynoOHee, cara. — [lapa JIOBKMX JBMKEHHIA €ro yMeJIbIX PyK — U OH CHSLT
C Hee MOTePTHIH MOITyOOTHHOK.

— DT0 He OuYeHb XOpolas ujaes, — 3anporectopajia CuaOHH, KOTAa OH CTallliI U BTOPOU camno-
’KOK M OTCTaBWJI €TO B CTOPOHY, PSJIOM C COOPATOM.
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Jxo3ed norisien Ha ee 3aITONaHHBIA 9YJIOK C IBHBIM HeoJoOpeHueM. [ Ityro 6put0 oOpararh
Ha 9TO BHUMaHHe, HO €l CTaJIo CTHITHO 32 3TO CBUAETENLCTBO OeHOCTH. [pokaluMu pyKaMu OHa
ofiepHyJia 100KH, IPUKPHIBAST HOTH.

— Ionarao, BbI IPUBHIKJIA K pa3MaJICBAHHBIM IILTIOXaM, IIETOMSIONIAM B IIIEIKaX W KpykKeBax.

Ero ry0sl nepHyuch.

— PasmaneBannble numnioxu? Y tebs OypHoe BooOpaxkeHue. — Ml OH MOgHS ee 100KH MOYTH JI0
KOJIEH.

Pe3ko HakyioHuBIIMCH Briepea, CHUIOHN cXBaTWIIa ero 3a pyKy. U moHsuia cBoo ommoOKy, Korua
’Kap OT ero JIaJOHU PacTeKCs 10 HOre.

— Mucrep Meppuk! Bel He cmeeTe paszneBaTh MeHs!

— Tonbko 4yJKH, cara.

— Pazpenienne cHUMaTh ¢ MeHsI HUKHee OeJTbe BRIXOIUT 32 paMKH Haltlero corfamienus. — OHa
BBIPBAJIACH U MOMBITAIACH BCTATh, OJHAKO MATKUU JUBAH CHJIBHO 3aTPYIHST 9TO, Ka3aJI0Ch Obl, TIPO-
croe neiictBue. Korja ske OoHa HaKOHell MO/IHSIACh, HEYKJTIOKasl, KaK 3aXMeJIEBIINI MeABE/lb, 3TO e
He moMorio. MepprKk CXBaTWII ee 3a PyKy M pe3ko NoTsaHyJa. OXHyB, OHa HEKPACUBO ILTIOXHYJIACh
00paTHO Ha MOTYIIKH.

— Onstp urpaens agBokara, dolcissima? — Clpocu1 OH.

— KpacuBpIMU UTaJILSTHCKUMHU CIIOBEUKAaMHU HE CKPOEIIIb TaJAKUX HAMEPEHUI.

Ona oxujasia ouepeIHOM HACMEIKH, HO OH TIPOCTO OTKJIOHWJICS Ha TIATKW ¥ CHOBA CXBaTHJI
ee Hory. [IpoBe 1aIoHBI0 BBEPX 10 KOJIEHa U 0OpaTHO.

— He ragkwux, Her.

7Kap oT ero npruKOCHOBEHMSI TPOHKUK CKBO3b HUTSIHBIC UYJIKH, U MAJIBIBI HOT MOJOTrHY/IMCh. OHa
HUKOT/]A HE CUMTAJIa CBOM CTOTIBI U JIOABIKKM OCOOCHHO UYBCTBUTEJILHBIMU, TIOKa MeppuK He Tipe/-
MIPUHSLT CBOE HEeskHOe uccieoBanue. Koxka ee mputaia. Cepie KOJOTUIIOCh OT FOJIOBOKPYKUTETHHON
CMecH cTpaxa W Bo30yxkaeHus. Pyka Hempou3BOJIBLHO MOJHSIACH PACCTETHYTH JKAKET, MPEkKae YeM
OHa coO0pasnJa, 9TO OH HEMPABWIBLHO 3TO UCTOJIKYET.

[Tycts [Ix03ed ¥ CTOSUT Ha KOJIEHSIX Ha IOy, HO €ro OIeHUBAIOIINNA B3I OTHIONL He ObLI
nipocsiM. HanpoTuB, oH 6pocat eii BBI30B MOCIaTh OCTOPOKHOCTH K YePTy U OTKPBITH TO, YTO 3HAJI
OH, HO HE 3HaJIa OHA.

— CHumu ero.

— BrI uepecuyp Topornurech, MucTep MeppuK.

[MasbIipl €ro MPOYEPTUIIN eIlie OMH CJIOKHBINA Y30p OT JIOABIKKH J0 KOJIeHA.

—V nac Bcero Henens, mucc Popcaiit. Kpbiiaras konecHuIia BpeMeHu U BCe TaKoe.

BHezanHo ero HeymonMMasi HAOPUCTOCTh TOKA3aJIaCh HEBBIHOCUMON. MeppuK HCKyIIaeT ee
OTPUHYTH BCE, BO UTO OHA BEPUT, B OOMEH Ha YMCTeHIIee YIOBOJIBCTBUE €ro MPUKOCHOBeHMA. U paiu
9TOU MOJTYYJIBIOKH, PUTTOJHUMAIOIIEH Yroiku ry0. Ha ria3ax y Hee BBICTYIUJIM CJIE3HI.

— INoxanyiicra, nepecranbre. — OHa ¢ TPYJIOM Yy3HasIa CBOM C/IaBJIEHHBIN rojoc. — bora paju,
s BaC TpOIIYy.

OH HaxMypwWJICS U TIOTHST PYKY.

— CunoHu, 51 He MOy JablIle.

— BBl TOJIBKO Tak TOBOpHTE, HO TIOCTyMaeTe nHave. — OHa TOPOIUTUBO MPUKPhLIA HOTU I0OKOM. —
A 1, KaKk qypodKa, MOjJA0Cch Ha BAIK YIOBKU.

Jxo3ed B GecriomoriHOM oT4astHuM Bo33pwiics Ha Cumonu. Kaxnas cekyHa B ee oOIecTse
pazkurana ero crpactb. OH He HACTOJBKO IJIyI, YTOOBI HE BUJETh, UTO ITO BJIEUYCHHE B3AUMHO.
Mo:xkeT, OHa U TOBOPUT «HET», HO IIEKH ee MbUIAI0T OT BO30yxkIeHus. Ml oH He Mor 3a0biTh, Kak
BCEro HeCKOJIbKO YaCOB Ha3a]] OHa OTBEYasIa Ha ero noreayu. Teneps, KOraa ClimHa ee rnorepsijia CBOo
XOJIOJHYIO YOTIOPHYIO OJIEPEBEHENOCTh, OHA TIOMyJiekala Kak ofgaiucka. Onanicka B M3bICKAaHHOM
JkKakeTe 11 BepXxoBou e3/1bl. CHIOHM JTOJKHA ObLTa OBl BHITTISIIETH HEJIETIO, OJJHAKO BHITJIsAe/a HEOT-
paszumo.
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OH ctucHyn 3yObl ¥ IPU3BAJI HA OMOIITb BCE CBOe camoodnatanue. Herpeogonmmoe xenanue
MIPOBECTH TMaJIbIIAMU BBEPX IO 3TUM CTPONHBIM HOKKaM JI0 3aBETHOT'O MEeCTeUKa ropsiuuio Kposb. Ho
C KaXJIIM IIIaroM, YTO OHA JieJiajla HaBCTpeuy KaluTyJISIIUY, ee HeyBepeHHOCTh Bo3pacTaia. Eciu
OH HaJJABWT HA HEe CIIUIIKOM CHJIbHO, OHA COEKHUT, HECMOTPSI HY Ha YTO.

Ooberanue OOJbITIeN HArpa/Ibl 3aCTABUIIO €T0 OTIYCTHUTh ee Horv. CHUIOHM TYT JKe TIO/IHSIIA X
Y TIO[I)KaJja 1oy ceOs, CIIpATaB OT HEero MoJaiblIie.

— Twl ke 3HaeIb, 9TO ST HAMEPEH COOJIA3HUTD TeOsl.

— 3Halo, — 0TO3BaJIach OHA CHUILJIBIM TOJIOCOM, BBITUPAs TJIa3a ThUILHON CTOpOHOM agoHu. OH
TOTBITAJICS YOEIUTh ceOsl, UTO CIIMIIKOM CTap U IIMHUYEH, YTOObI HAXOIUTh ITOT JAETCKUI KECT TPO-
raTeJbHBIM. — 5] Bcerja npesupana Joei, KOTOpbie MO3BOJISAIOT CTPACTH COUTh UX C TTYTH.

J;xo3ed cent Ha Mo U orepcs CIIMHOM O IUBaH PSIOM C €€ COTHYTHIMU KOJICHSIMU.

— A Tenepb Tl HAXOAMIIIb, YTO CTPACTh — OE3KATOCTHAS TOCTIOKA.

HoHocsmuiics 10 Mepprka HeXHbI apomar AeBYIIKUA Tep3as ero. OH He MOT CHIETh Tak
O1M3KO0, He JOTparuBasich A0 Hee. [xo3ed MmoBepHyIcs, MOJOKUII JJOKOTh Ha TUBAH U 3aBJafen ee
pykoii. K ero ynuBnenuio, oHa He yopasa pyky.

— Ilonobartomee HakazaHue 3a TO, YTO cuMTaa ceds HeBOCIpUUMYMBOW. — ['00c ee moHu-
3uics. — Bce MyKYMHBI, KOTOPBIX S 3HAJA, OBUTH TIpe3peHHbIMUA. Mol oTell, Ca0blil U aTdHbIN, He
aorycKan uHoro MHeHusi. OH ObUT He CIOCOOEH HU Ha JOOpOTY, HU Ha J0OOBb. XOTh OH U HE OWJI
Mamy, ero TUpaHUs MpeBpaTuiia ee B HUUTO, M OHA BCE Tasjla M Tasia, OKa He ymeplia, Korjaa MHe
OBLJIO IBeHA/IIATh.

— Coxanero. — OH cKa3ajl 3TO COBEPLIEHHO UCKPEHHE.

Kenmmnam cemeiictBa @opcaiiT y:kacHO He Be3Jo ¢ myxunHamiu. Jla u cBs3b Cugonu ¢ JIxo-
3ehoMm MeppHKOM He TIpUHeceT el Jo0pa.

— Orer11 MOCTOSIHHO BUHWJI MaMy 3a TO, YTO IMPOU3BEJIa Ha CBET JIBYX OECIOIE3HBIX JJEBUOHOK.

KapruHa HecuacT/IMBOM CeMeHHOM JKU3HU, KOTOPYIO OHa HApUCOBAJIA, ObUIA YIpyJaloIiel.

— Ho 181 :xe He BUHOBara.

Cujionu noxasna mieyamu ¢ 6e3pasnuureM, B Kotopoe [xo3ed He moBepu.

— Tonbko pa3 oH BbIpa3Wil YIOBJIETBOPEHHE CBOEH JOUEphio — Koraa YuibsMm crenan Podepre
npenioxenue. Jlopa aist mpocroit muce @opcaidt? Jlaxke 3axyaaibiii, HECKOJIbKO COMHUTEILHBIN JIOP/L
cumrascs TpuyMdom. Haira cembst He Obl1a BIUATENBHOM, U XOTs MpuaaHoe y PodepTsl Obuto n3psia-
HOE, ee HeJlb3sl ObUIO Ha3BaTh OOraToi HACTICIHUIICH.

— CoMHeHHSI B MOEM TTPOUCXOKICHUH YHUITOXKIIIN OpayHble MePCIIeKTUBBI YUiibsiMa. — JIxo-
3e He CKPBIBAJI CBOETO YIOBJIETBOPECHUSI.

— PoGepra crana mis Yunbsama nocieqHelt Hagexaou. Ero mepBoHauaibHble aMOUIMN ObUTA
Kyza Belllie. Ho HU OIMH MarHat He OT/AACT J0Yb 32 YeJIOBEeKa, KOTOPBIN B JII0OOE BpeMs MOKET ObITh
JIMIIIEH HACTIE/ICTBA.

— OnHako ke OH He ObLT JIMIIEH HACTIeICTBA.

— Her, e ObL1.

Jxo3ed xaas, 9To oHa MPOIoKUT, HO Cumoru Momvaina. OH ¢ JIIOOOIBITCTBOM MOTHSLT IJ1a3a.
Ona cupena, OImyCTUB B3IJISI HA CBOY KOJIEHH, M €€ COUHbIE TyObl HECUaCTHO KPUBUJIHCH. VIHTEpecHO
novyemy? Buepa Beuepom OHa He MpeMUHYJIa Ha3BaTh €ro yOIIOIKOM B JIUIO. DTa CEeHTUMEHTAIbHAS
peakIvs Ha ero CKaHIaJIbHOe TIPOUCXOXKICHHE Ka3alach HeXapaKTePHOM.

— He Ootics 3aeTh MoM 4yBCTBa. $1 MPUBBIK K TOMY, UTO 51 U3TOW. Y MeHs ObUIH TOJBI, YTOOBI
MIPUMUPHUTHLCS C HE3aKOHHOPOXKICHHOCTBIO.

Horaganack a1 OHa, 4TO OH JikeT? A OH, padymeercs, jraia. Ero He3aKkOHHOPOXIEHHOCTh —
paHa, KoTopasi HUKOTJja He 3arsHercs. Korjga oHa HakOoHeI[ TOCMOTpesia Ha Hero, B ee Kapux riia3ax
He ObUTO HacMelIKu. HanpoTuB, OHU, KaK HUKOT/IA TIPeXk/Ie, He BbIIaBaId HUKAKUX UYBCTB.

— JIO7KHO OBITh, 3TO... HEJETKO, KOrja Thl POC HACJIEIHUKOM, — HEYBEpPEHHO MPOroBOpHUIIA
CuioHH" U, K YIUBJICHHIO, CXKajla ero pyKy, CJIOBHO Tpejyiarayia yTeleHue.
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— HaBHss ucropwus, tesoro. Kakoii cMbici BopommTh ctapoe? — Ero B3miisg OCTAHOBIIICS Ha ee
BOCXUTHTEIIBHBIX Ty0ax. — YBepeHa, 4To He TO3BOJIHIIb MHE TMOIeIoBaTh TeOs1?

— 41 nomxHa OBITH G1arOpa3yMHOM.

— Brnaropazymue — nepeotieHeHHas 100poAeTesb, amore mio.

OmHa B3IIsIHY/Ia Ha HETO C COMHEHUEM.

— He Bam cyauts 0 1o6ponereny.

— JloOGponetens — MOM Bpar. S u3y4u ee oT u JI0.

Meppuk HaO01a71, KaK OHA JIMXOPAJIOYHO TBITAETCS MPUIyMaTh KaKylo-HUOYIb YHUUTOXKAIO-
LYI0 PEIUIUKY, Y PELLUJI BLIPYUYUTD €€.

— A Kak TeOe yianoch yam3HyTh U3 bapcroy-xosmia?

— C nomoripio Pobeptsi.

— U Bce paBHO, KakOW-HUOY/Ib ONEKYH HaBepHSKA AOJDKEH ObLT 3a0appyKaanpoBaTh CaoBYI0
KaJIMTKY OT BJIIOOJIEHHBIX IEPEBEHCKUX MApHE, CONEPHIYAIOIINX 32 BHUMaHHUe MpeKpacHor CHIIOHH.

— YWibsiM CcTajl MOUM OTIEKYHOM C TeX TMOp, KaK MIeCTh JIET Ha3a/l yMep OTell, — POBHO MPOro-
BOpHJIA OHA.

Bcskoe xenmanue yibioarhest octaBuiio [xo3eda. YikacHoOe Mogo3peHre 3aroii3io B AyIy.

— Boxe munoctuBbiii! ToNBKO HE TOBOPH MHE, UTO STOT Mep3aBell ObeT U TeOsI TOKeE.

— JIxo3ed, BB Ienaete MHE OOJBHO.

— §1 — HeykmoOXUN MeiBelb, — MPOOOPMOTAN OH, pacciaadisis PyKy, CTUCKHMBAIOIIYIO ee
nanonb. — Eciu oH ynaput te0si, sl 9TOro raja Ha KyCOYKH MOPEKY.

— Yunbsim HUKOra He 6wl MeHs. — OHa NorIaiusia ero 1o IeKe, BIepBble MPUKOCHYBIIHCH K
HeMy 1o coOCTBeHHOU Bojie. B rasax CugoHu OH yBUAET MATKOCTh, KOTOPOW HE 3aMeyall paHblle,
Aaxe KOrjia 11eoBal ee.

— Ilouemy? Yto ero ocraHaBivBaer?

W Bce xke, msAAsA B 3TO MPEKpacHOe JIUIO, KOTOPOE BBIPAXKAJIO CUITY, PAaBHO KaK U MpUBJIEKa-
TeJbHOCTh, [Ik03ed noramancs nmoyemy. OH ObUT Jajiek, YTOObI HAAESTh CBOETO TPSI3HOTO Ky3eHa
COBECTBIO WJIU CTHIZIOM, HO TIOJI SICHBIM B3IJIs1,10M CHIIOHH, BOBMOXKHO, Take YIIIbsIM HAXOIUJ B cede
KaKy[0-TO KpYIIULY YECTH.

— MBI o Gosblnel YacTu KUBEM OTAeIbHO. — OHa MoMoTJasia, U ee pexkHsisl HeOObICHUMAs
HEJIOBKOCTb BepHYJIach. — 51 Belly Xo3s1iicTBO B BapcToy-Xosie Ha Te KaJIkye TPOIIH, YTO OH IMPHCHI-
naet. K Tomy ke TaM Bcerja Haiinercst OymaxkHasi paboTa 111 TAKOTO CHHEro 4yJika, Kak 5. HemaBHo
sl KaTaJIOTU3UPOBaJia OMOTMOTEKY YUbsMa.

Omna roBopmiia HEOXOTHO, X0Ts I’k03ed He Mor NOHATH ouemy. Henb3st ckazaTb, 4TOOBI TEMa
Obl1a OOJBHOM, a OHa HEPBHUYAJA, PACCKA3bIBasi O CBOEH JKM3HU C YWIbsIMOM U PobepToii, moutu
TaK e, Kak korja [Ixxo3ed norparusaics Ao Hee.

— Yto-uubyap uHTEpecHoe?

Omna u3berana ero B3rJIsA.

— Bam orent mepes cMepThio 3a0pat BCe LIEHHbIE KHUTH.

JKusHb ee, cyns mo BceMy, Obl1a Hesierkoi. M omuHokoit. Ho oH 3actaBut ceOst yJIBIOHY ThCS.

— U 410 %e cTajio MPUYMHOM STON BHE3AITHON OMOIMOpUIMT MOETo Ky3eHa?

— YusbsaM mpoaaet To, YTo OCTajioch, pasymeeTcs. HaBepHsika Bbl 3HaeTe, Kak ONMM30K OH K
6ankpotctBy. [locnenHee U3 TOro, 4To €Ie yueneao oT NpuaaHoro PodepTsl, Yo Ha oYepeaHon
ITPOXKEKT, CBSI3aHHBIA C KAKUMU-TO HN3YMPYAHBIMH KOITAMU B I0)KHBIX MOPAX.

— Moii Ky3eH HUKOTI/Ia He OTJIMYAIICS JEJIOBBIM UyThEM.

Omna Opocuiia Ha HEero HeoTOOPUTETLHBIN B3IJIS.

— Heszauem nokasbiBaTh CBOE IMPEBOCXOACTBO. BhI ke 3HaeTe, 4To Ha BCe 3TU Oe3paccycTBa ero
TOJIKAET CTPEMJIEHHE COCTSI3AThCS C BAMH.

— Eci Obl OH 1JI TIO Cpe/ICTBaM, KOT/1a MOTYYHII TUTYJI, TO MOT Obl BITOJTHE KOM(POPTHO CyIIie-
CTBOBaTh B bapcroy-xoie.
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JI’xo3ed HaMepeHHO He TOBOPUJI TIPABIbl. YWIbAM — CaMBI HACTOSIIMIA 3MEWHBIA KITyOOK
3aBUCTH, YBAHCTBA M XBACTOBCTBA. OH Obl HUKOTJa HE MPUHSLI THXYIO *KU3Hb IEPEBEHCKOTO CKBaiipa,
B TO BpeMsI KaK ero He3aKOHHOPOXKJICHHBIA Ky3eH BOPOUAET TAKUMHU JEIaMH.

— 51 GBI 1 cama ¢ yIOBOJILCTBHEM TMO3JIOPAACTBOBANIA HA/l HEYIauaMK YUJIbsIMa, eClTi Obl MOei
CecTpe Y TUIeMSIHHUKAM He MPUXOAUIIOCH BIAYMTH JKaJIKOE CYIECTBOBAHUE BMECTE C HUM.

— A Kak Hacuer TBOEro XaJiKoro cyiectBoBanus? TeOs 3a00TUT TONbKO cynbOa PoOepTsl u
ee LIEHKOB?

OHa BCKMHYJ1a TOJIOBY.

— Yepes qBa Mecsilia MHE UCTIONHUTCS ABAALATD MATh. ONEKYHCTBO YMIIbsiMa 3aKOHUUTCS, U TI0
OTIIOBCKOMY 3aBEIIAHUIO s MTOJTyqy coaepkanre. OHO HeOOIbIIOe — IUTYTOK PaT BPOJe BaC MOCMESIICS
Obl, — HO 3TO MO3BOJIUT MHE OOPECTH HE3ABUCHUMOCTbD OT 3AITS C €r0O MPUXOTAMHU. Y MEHS eCTh TUIaHbI
Ha OyfyIiiee: 3aBeCTU CBOU JIOM 1 00y4aTh OeTHBIX IEBOYEK, YTOOBI OHM MOTJIH YCTPOUTHCS B KU3HH.

Msicib 0 Cuiond, paboTaIoIIeH MIKOIBHON YUUTEIbHULICH, TTOKAa3aJIach My yXKAaCHBIM pacTo-
YHUTETHCTBOM, HO OH TTOHSLT, YTO JIyYIlle 3TOr0 He TOBOPHUTH. MeppHK yIOBUII B €€ I71a3aX BOMHCTBEH-
HBII OJIeCK, KOT/1a OHa 00bsIBMIIA 00 STOM HETIPUBJIEKATEIbHOM TUIAHE.

— MeHs ynuBisieT, 9YT0 YUJIbsIM He BbIIAJ TeOst 3aMyXK, eClii y TeOsI yKe eCTh MpuIaHoe.

— $1 He myTHIA, KOT/Ia TOBOPHJIA, YTO HUKOT/IA HE BHIAAY 3aMYK.

UYro 6wl HU pasrisgena CUIOHHM B €ro yiblOKe, e 3TO CMYTHJIO, U OHA TOMbITAJIACh OTO/IBU-
HyTbcs. OH el He no3Bomwil. Ero Havasia npeciienoBath myraiomas ¢aHTa3us: OH HUKOIIA ee He
OTITYCTHT.

— He Bce myxbs Takue, Kak YuibsaM. Mnu kak TBoO# otell.

Ona neyanbHO YJIBIOHYIaCch OJHUMU IyOaMH.

— Ho 370 uncreiiiiee Bezenue, He Tak ju? [1o 3ak0HY My>K UMEET MOJTHYIO BJIACTh HAJl KeHOu. S
CJIVILIIKOM IIEHIO CBOY CYXJEHUSsI, YTOOBI MMOKEPTBOBATH MIMHU PaJI KOTO-TO Apyroro. M HeT HUKakoro
BBIXO/Ia — KOHTPAKT CBSI3BIBAET JI0 CAMOW CMEPTH. 3aMy:KHsisl )KEHIIIMHA HUYEM He JIydille paObIHU.

— B Onmake ObITyeT MHOE MHEHHE.

Ona noxaJna rjie4yamu:

— Ilects neT 51 %uaa Ha cofiepkaHNK YWIbsIMa U BUJEJIa ero MOoXBaib0y U rpyoocTs. Jlaxe mpu
TOM YTO MPUJAHOE MOEH CECTpPhI ObLIO €r0 eAMHCTBEHHBIM CPEACTBOM CyIlecTBOBaHus1. HezamyxHsis,
s He Oy/ly 3aBUCETh HH OT KOTO, KpoMe cedst cCaMom.

— A pasBe Tbl He XO4ellb Aeren?

— Ho He nienoii cBOOOMBI.

OH HaxMypuJICS:

— Th1 BEIOpasia CTONb OAMHOKUM MyTh. A Kak e JT0O0Bb?

— JI1o60Bb? — CHIOHM BHIILTIOHYJIA 3TO CJIOBO, KaK YTO-TO KUCJoe. — Bbl ynuBinsere mensi, Mep-
puk. He nymara, 4to Bbl IpU3HAETe TAKOE MOHSTHE.

— INopazutenbHo, He TpaBaa Jau?

OH sk1a11 Kakoro-HUOYIb MPOHMYHOTO KOMMEHTApHs1, HO OHa rmpomonyaia. Bo3amoxkHo, u3-3a
9TOr0 MOJTYAHMSI OH TIPUTIOJHSUT 3aBECy TOPbKOU MPaB/Ibl, KOTOPYIO HUKOTIA HUKOMY HE TOBOPHIL.

— 4 we pypak. 51 Bugen mo6oBb. OTelr 00K MO0 MaTh 10 camoii cmeptu. Cepaiie ero ObLIo
pazouTo, Korjaa oH notepsii ee. M oHo pa3drBaioch CHOBa M CHOBA, KOT/Ia CBET HAa3bIBAJI €€ ILTIOXOM.

[TpoxknsTee! OH ckazas CIUMIIKOM MHOTO. OTKPBLIT CIUIIKOM MHOTO. [[)x03ed moHsu1 310, Koraa
yBuzien nodesnesiiee ot rops Juio Cugonu. Beio )Ku3Hb OH BBIKMBA B OIMHOYKY, TTOJIarasich TOJbKO
Ha cebs1. U Bce ke 9Ta He CBOMCTBEHHAS €My JIOBEPUTEIbHOCTB JIMIIIb YCUITUIIa HEOTpa3UMoe 00astHue
CuzioHH B €ro riasax.

Emy cremyer mOMHHTB, YTO M3OMSIMSA 0OeCreunBaeT Oe30MacHOCTb, KaKUMH Obl MPUBJIEKa-
TEJIbHBIMU HU ObLTM MSTKHME Kapue I71a3a 1 )KEeHCKOe COUyBCTBHE.
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I'nasa 7

Korna Cugonu B TOT Beuep BOILIa B XO/UI, MeppHK MOAHSUIICS CO CBOETO TPOHOMOAOOHOTO
cTyJsia BO I71aBe crosia. Ha HeM ObliM CIOPTYK U IIEHHBIN TUIATOK, U BBIIJISIE] OH TaK, 4TO MOT Obl YKpa-
CUTb CO0OI JII0OYIO JIOHJOHCKYIO TOCTHHYIO, €C/IM He 0Opalarh BHUMaHHS Ha YKacHbIE IIPAaMbl Ha
yvue. HeymuBuTeNbHO, YTO OH BOCIIPUHUMAET KU3Hb KaK CBOETO MPOTUBHUKA. OH IOpOro 3ariaThil
3a Bce, YTO MMEET, ¥ BCe Ke camasi IyOoKas paHa octayachk. Ero oObsSBIIM HE3aKOHHOPOK/ICHHBIM.
Huuro He MoxeT 310 u3MeHnTh. HUUTO, KpOMe TOro 3HaHUs, KOTOPOE OHAa CKPBIBAET U HE MOXET
OTKPBITh, HE MOJIBEPTHYB OMACHOCTH JIIO/IEH, KOTOPBIX JTIOOHT.

Ero ropeus, korzna oH roBOpHJI O CBOUX POIUTENSAX, BCE €lle ocTaBajach B Ayiie CUIOHU, XOTA
OH TYT € OCO3HaJ, YTO ObLI CIIMILIKOM OTKPOBEHEH. MeppuK BepHYJICS K POJIM MPUATHOIO, MyCTh
Y HECKOJIbKO SI3BUTEJILHOTO cOOeceTHUKa, KOTOPOro OHa BpeMsi OT BPEMEHH BHENA C TeX TOp, Kak
IpUexasa B 3aMOK.

[Moroma ynepkuBana ux Bech JIeHb B JioMe, U Jiequ PopcaiiT ¢ ylnoBOIBCTBIEM 00Cie10BaIa
oubmoteky 3aMka. Ho ero smmo ceiiyac mpemocreperango: OH CHOBA TOT XMIIHBIA COONA3HUTENb,
KOTOPBIN Halyraj U pa303JIW €€ BUEPAILIHUM BEYEPOM.

Cujionu 10 cMepTH Hajoeo 60sThesl. Hanpsarimmck, oHa 3pIpkHYJIa Ha HETo.

— Pa3Be Bam He HpaBUTCA MOE IIJIaThe? — PE3KO CIIPOCHJIA OHA, BCKUABIBAS TOJIOBY.

— A Tebe?

— $] HUKOrzIa B )KU3HU HE HOCWJIA TAaKOW OAEKIBI.

OH y:xe 3aKa3aJ Juisl Hee U TMOTyYrIT HECKOJIBKO 1iaTheB n3 CuamayTta. Ceituac Cugonu Oblia
B TEMHO-3€JIEHOM, KOTOpoe Muccuc buseH nopornaa o ee gpurype.

— Morna 6sl OGIaroapyTh.

OHa norisiena Ha Hero OTHIO/b He OJIarOCKJIOHHO.

— INonarato, coBeCHOro BbIpakeHWsI PU3HATEIHHOCTH OYJET JOCTATOUHO.

OH TeaTpaJIbHO MOMOPIIMIICS.

— bor mon, Mucc Popcaiit, Bbl NOJO3PEBAETE Y MEHS CKPBITHIE MOTUBBI?

— EnBa 5 ckpaIThIE.

Omna crosinia, 3aMepeB, IOKa OH HECTILITHO NPHOKAIICS K HEeM.

— IloBepHUCH.

— 4 Bam He urpyuka.

B ero ysbiOke Obl1 HAMEK Ha KOBApCTBO.

— O, emme Kakas, carissima.

— ¥V 3TOM UrpylIKY UMEIOTCS UL, — Ipopblyaia CUIOHH, HE EJTOXHYBILUCS.

— 4 6yny oOpamarbcsi ¢ TOO0I OCTOpOKHO. — OH HEeCIenTHo 00OoIIIeNl BOKPYT Hee, M 3TO pas-
I ObIBaHKE JAJTMIIOCH, Ka3aJloch, eNbli yac. Pa3pasu ero rpom, gaxke BO3AyX BOKPYT HETO BUOPHPO-
Bas. — OueHb Mu0. — OH mIarHy;1 Onvke, YToObl pacpaBUTh KPEMOBOE KPYKEBO, OKalMIISIONIee
IIO30PHO HU3KUH BBIPE3.

C yxacaoreii ObICTpOTOM ee cocok 3aTBepes. OcTaBanock HaIesAThCS, YTO OH ITOTO HE 3aMe-
THT.

— Ilnaresa HenpuaMuHble, — YONOpHO Iporosopuia Cuaonu. [Joporoy ek Tek Mo ee Teiy,
KaK BOjia.

— Ho kpacussie.

Omna MeTHyJ1a B HETO elle OuH ucnenesnsomun B3ran. [nasza [Ixoseda ceepkanm teM Heue-
CTUBBIM 0JIECKOM, KOTOPOMY, KaK OHa yXe 3HaJjla, He CTOWJIO I0BEPSTh.

— IIpusHaiics, TulaThe 4yAE€CHOE, U ThI BHIIVIAIUILD B HEM BEJIMKOJIEITHO.

— OHO npeiHa3HAYEHO 11 KYPTU3AHKH.

OH ¢pIpKHYII:
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— YTO THI 3Haelllb O KypTU3aHKaX, HEBUHHbIN SITHEHOK ?

OHa npuIrypuiach:

— 3HaHUe O KypPTU3aHKaX He SBJISETCS JOCTOMHCTBOM.

— MeTko nopmeueHo. — B ero ynsioke CKBO3MIIO JOBOJIBCTBO. — M Bce ke ThI Hajiesa 3TO IJIaThe.

— Muccuc buBen 3abpajia Moe MyCIHHOBOE.

— JlomxHO OBITh, €/ HyXKHA TPSMKa i1 yOOPKH.

Ona u cama He 3Haia, MoyeMy crioput. Kto cram Obl BO3pakarh MPOTHB Hapsiia HACTOJBKO
cTiibHOTO? U XOTSI 1eJIK JIbHYJI K TeJly, IJIaThe He BhI3BAJIO Obl HEJIOyMEHUS HU B OJIHOM U3 JIOHJIOH-
CKuX casioHoB. OCOOEHHO Ha Jie[Tu, KOTopasl yke JaBHO He IeOITaHTKa.

— Hu onHa pecniektadenbHast sKeHIIMHA He Hajesa Obl 3TO TUIaThe.

OH npoBe najiplLeM 10 ee IEKe, OCTaBJIsAsA MOKAIbIBAIOLLIMIL CIIE.

— Ho, amore mio, TbI G0JIbITIe He pecriekTadenbHast KeHIMHA. Thl — JTIOOOBHUIIA TyIOBHIIA.

JleByIiIKa MOKpacHeNa U OTBEPHYJIACh.

— Iloka Her.

[TneHuTenbHBIE MOPIIMHKY BOKPYT €rO IJ1a3 COOPaJMCh OT CMeXa, KOTOPHI BCEra CorpeBal
ee OT MaKyIIKHU JJO KOHYMKOB MaJIbLIEB, HECMOTPsI Ha BCE, YTO OHA 3HAJIA O HEM.

— Iloka? Eii-60ry, Thl qaemib HaIeKITY.

— Hagmennas cBunbg!

OH OTOIBUHYJT OT CTOJIA TSIKEJBIH AyOOBBIH CTy/1. OHA HEOXOTHO MOAAJIACh Briepen. Moxer, oH
Y TIOXOIVJT Ha APEMJTIOIIIETO TUTPa, IJIs1/1s1 HA Hee C COOCTBEHHUYECKUM OJIECKOM B I71a3aX, HO il He
CTOUT 3a0bIBaTh, UYTO OH BCE PABHO OIACEH.

Ero ryOsl ciierka iepHY/IUCH:

— PaccnaObes, Cuonu. S He coOrparoch HaOpackBaThCs Ha TeOs 3 YKIUHOM.

BmecTo Toro 4ToOBI 3aHSTH CTYJ XO3MHA JOMa, OH CeJl HAIPOTHB, MOTSIHYJICA 32 TPaprHOM C
KJIApETOM M Hayn JBa Ookasia. PyorHOBOE KOJBIIO MOOIecKuBajo B cBete cBeveid. CeroyiHs OHO He
HAIOMHUHAJIO el 0 KpoBH. OHO 3aCTaBJISIO AyMaTh O CTPACTH, YEro OHA OTYASTHHO HE XKeJlasia.

CpenaB rimyOOKHiA BIIOX, YTOOBI yCOKOUThCS, CHIOHU ToiHec a Ookai K rydam. B monsase
VYunbsima ObUTH JIUIIH KUCIBIE MOJIOBIE BMHA. DTO e BUHO HAa BKYC JOpOroe M 3amperHoe. Teruio
Ka3aJI0Ch JIUIIIb CJIA0BIM OTTOJIOCKOM TOTO apa, KOTOPbIA 3apoxkgaiicss B CUIOHH, KOTjia OHa CMOT-
pena Ha MeppuKa, He CBOIAIIero ¢ Hee B3nisgaa. CeromHsIHssA J0BEPUTEIbHOCTh, XOTh 1 TApOBaH-
Hast HEOXOTHO, YCHJIMJIA HEBUAUMYIO CBSI3b MEXy HUMHU.

Cu/IOHH TONBITANIaCh BEPHYTHCS B MPO3aNIECKUI MUD, MYCTh JaXe B MUP MPEBOCXOIHOM €/1bl,
POCKOIIIM U MYKYMHBI, KaXKJ0€ CIIOBO KOTOPOTo 00eIaio coOIasH.

— Pacckaxute MHE O CBOMX IyTEIIECTBUSX. . .

J03ed TUXOHBKO OTKPBLT ABEPh CMATBHU, IIPUKPBIBAsI PYKOH CBEUy.

[Mocie Toro kak CUAOHK OCTaBUJIA €ro ¢ OpeH M, OH HAJIONTO 3aJepKaJicsl B OMOIUOTEKe, TIOJI-
HSIBIIMCH HA OAJIKOH, Kak Oy/TO MpeObIBaHKe B eCATH (PyTax HaJ| 3eMJIEH MOTJIO U3MEHUTh €T0 BUJIe-
HHE Bce Ooiee YCITIOKHSIOMIErocs MoJokeHus. Pelienne HacTaBUTh YWIIbsIMY pora ObUIO JIETKUM —
jerye Hekyaa. Pemutsb ke, kak noctynuts ¢ Cugonn PopcaiiT, oka3anoch He Tak-To mpocto. OH
TIOTIBITAJICS] OTBJIEUBCSI OT MBICIIEH O Hel, OKU/IAI0IIEH HAaBEepXy, HO KaKylo Obl KHUTY OH HU OTKPBLT,
CTPOYKH PACILIBIBAJIMCH TIepe] IJIa3aMH, U OH BUJEN TOJIBKO €€ — MPEKPACHYIO KeHIIMHY.

JKenmmHy, KoTopasi Tenepb CIUT IMOJ1 TIOJIOTOM €r0 KPOBaTH.

3epKajia mpeabsIBIIN MHOKXECTBO KOITHIA BBICOKOTO MYKYMHBI B aJI0M Xanate. JIuio ero 610
HESICHBIM, HO TIOCJIe CTOJIBKUX JIET €My €/1Ba JIM TPpeOOBaIOCh HATIOMUHAHHUE O €r0 YPOICTBE.

U Bce xe [1xo3ed He MOT M30aBUTHCS OT MPUBBIYKH 3AITOTHSTH CIABHIO 3epKaiamMu. OH Hava
3TO ellle B IOHOCTH, KOT/Ia €r0 CaMble SI3BUTEJIbHBIE JTIOOOBHUIIBI HACMEXAIUCh HaJl €r0 YPOACTBOM,
TMOKa OH 3a0BIBAJICS B MAPOKCU3Me cTpacTh. Torna oH MOKJISICS, YTO HU OJHA JKEHIIMHA OOJIbIIe He
YBUJIUT €r0 TAKMM Ys3BUMBIM. [103ke OH Harlen uHble cocoObl OTBJIEKaTh CBOMX JIDOOBHMII, HO K
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TOMY BpEMEHH Y:Ke HauaJl MoJTy4aTb MpayHoe YIOBOJIbCTBUE OT MOCTOSTHHOTO HATIOMUHAHKS O CBOEM
M3ypOAOBAaHHOM JIMLIE B CPAaBHEHUH C KPACOTOM IMbLIKOM MapTHEPIIIH.

Meppuk He MOT MOHSITh, TOYeMYy €ro Iipambl He myraloT CuaoHu? A T0KHBI Obl, YepT BO3bMH !
Jlaxe oM, 3HAIOIIHE ero JaBHO, He MOTYT CMOTPETh Ha Hero crokoiHo. C caMoro JeTcTBa IIpambl
cHeJa U3 Hero Mapuio, HeUTO OTBPATUTENIBHOE, Yero crienyeT u3derarb. CTpaHHO, YTO Ha 3Ty OYa-
poBaTesIbHYIO JEBCTBEHHHUITY ero 0e300pa3ue He MPOM3BEJIO MPUBBIYHOTO BIEYATICHHS.

CKBO3HSIK BBIHYMII €ro BOUTU. OH TUXO NMPUKPbLI 1Bepb. CUIOHU HE MOILIEBEINIaCh. Y/IUBU-
TEJIbHO, KaK CIIOKOMHO OHA 4yBCTBYET ceOsl B ero roctenu. CruT J0BepuuBO, Kak peOeHOK B IETCKOM.

OHn menieHHO npuOMM3KIICS K Hell. Hactano Bpemst MOOHATH CTaBKU B UX cocTs3anuu. [locrne
YyJeCHbIX YTPEHHUX TOIEeTyeB OH OTCTYITIII, JaBasi €l BOBMOXXHOCTB NepeBecTH AyX. Maso-rnomMaiy
Cuionu niepecTasa MoArperuBaTh, Kak OIMAapeHHas! KOIIKa, BCSIKUI pa3 Kak OH OKa3bIBAJICS PSIOM.

Ero urpa B pe3ynbrare BUIMIIACH B MIPUATHOE BpPEeMSIIpENpoBOXAeHNE. becena Oblia He TeMm,
Yero OH OOBIYHO XOTeJ OT ;KeHIIMHbL. OH XOTeJ OJHOTO U TOJIBKO OIHOTO — MTHOBEHHs MOJHOTO
3a0BEHU1, KOT/Ia OH MOTPYKaeTCs B MArKoe Teruioe Tesio. Ho B 3ToM, Kak 1 BO BCEM OCTaJIbHOM, MHCC
dopcaiit criytana emy KapThl.

MeppHK, He OTpBIBasICh, CMOTpPEJ Ha Hee, CBEPHYBIIYIOCS KITyOOYKOM B €ro MOCTeN ! B OJ1e/1HO-
najieBoM IeHploape. Houb ObLIa XONOAHOM, HO OH HEe HACTOJIBKO HAWBEH, YTOOBI TOJarath, OyIToO
MMEHHO M03TOMY OHa Jierna oferoi. Her, miynast kpacaBuiia gymaer, 4to Oapxar 3allluTUT ee.

Jxo3ed ocTopokHO crammi cBoi Xxanar ¢ tied. OOBYHO OH CIasl TOJIbIM, HO B KauecTBe
YCTYIIKA €€ CKPOMHOCTM Hajiel pyOallKy M IIejKoBble Opioku. OH 3a1y/l CBeYy M MOTHUXOHBKY
3a0paJics 1Moj OAesJIO0, CTapasich He TOTPOHYTHCS 0 Hee.

— JIxo3ed? — mpoOOpMOTasa OHA, MOBEPHYBIIIKCH B €T0 CTOPOHY.

Cepniie MeppHka €KHYJIO OT €e TOTOBHOCTH HPUHSATH ero mpucyTcTBue. OT 3ByKa CBOETO
MMEHH, IPOU3HECEHHOT'O 9TUM COHHBIM T'OJIOCKOM, OH ClIeJaJicsl TBepAbIM Kak KameHb. [ 1a3a ee ocra-
BAJIUCh 3aKPBHITHIMHU, & COYHbIE TYObI MATKO M30THYJIUCh. Byab OH pOMaHTUKOM, TO MOT Obl BOOOpa-
3WTh, OYITO OHA CYACTIWBA, YTO OH psoM. [lo kpaitHelt Mepe, Mucc PopcaliT He BCKOUMIIA C BOII-
JSIMH.

Cuionn mpoOGopMoTasa erie YTo-T0 COHHO-BOIPOCUTEIIHHOE, U TOJL IITyM IPOJIMBHOTO OIS
32 OKHAMHM OH YCJIBIIIAJT, KaK 3alllypIIaJii MPOCTHIHU, KOTJIa OHA TOIIEBEINIIACh. 3BYK ObLT BOCXHUTH-
TEJIbHO YyBCTBEHHBIM, HATOMUHAIOIIUM CKOJTbXEHUE KOKHU TI0 KOXKeE.

Jxo3ed Hanpsrcs, Okuasi, YT0 OHA MOILIET ero K 4epTsiM, HO OHa CHOBA MOTPY3MJIach B COH.
BuiTh MoOkeT, u ero mpuxon eil npucHuics? OH Halesics, 4To 3TO Tak. bolsiee Toro, oH Hajescs,
YTO COH STOT OBUI PUATHBIM.

3akpbIB m1a3a, Jxo3ed rnpusBai cBoi coH. [Iporioil HOUbIo eMy OYTH He YIaIoCh MOCHaTh,
a CETOIHSIIHSS JIMXOPaJKa CACPKMBAEMOro KeJlaHHs COBCeM ero m3Morana. K HecuacTeio, COH He
men Kk Hemy. brauzocts Cunonu Tep3asna. Jlerkuid HexHblid 3amax. Hamek Ha sxap, 3armosHsIONMii
TIIATEJIBHO PACCYMTAHHOE MIPOCTPAHCTBO MeXay HUMHU. OCO3HAHUE, UTO €CJM OH YyTb MOIIEBEIUT
PYKOW, TO TOTPOHETCS JI0 HEee.

['yOBl ero UCKPUBUINCH B YJIBIOKE, KOTJa OH YCTPEMUJ B3I/ B 3€pKaJIo HaBepxy. DTo Oyaer
JUTMHHAS] HOYb. ..

Cu1oHM HEOXOTHO BHIOMpPAJIACh M3 UyJECHOTO CHA, HAMIOJIHEHHOTO TEIUIOM M 0e30MaCHOCTHIO.
Jla momoxer eii Oor, oHa Jiexana, MpuiIbHYB K MeppHKy, CIOBHO 3TO €JMHCTBEHHOE Ha CBETE MECTO,
rae el xoTenaoch Obl HaxonuThes. Pyka ero jexana Ha Hedt, ooHumasi. Cepaiie CUIOHM OT cTpaxa
COBEPIIMIIO KYJIBOUT — OT IPEMOTHOM BSUIOCTU HE OCTAJIOCh U ciiesia. Kak Moryia oHa Tak CIOKOMHO,
TaK MUPHO CIIaTh PsiIOM CO CBOUM MyuHTesem?!

Bripouem, Ha/1o paioBaThCs, YTO OH CITUT, U HIYEro Oobliie. OnpenesieHHO ceayeT ObITh ITPH-
3HATEJILHOM U 3a TO, UTO OH He ToJIbIid. MeppHK pacTsHyJICs Ha CIIMHE, 2 OHA JIeXkasa y Hero Ha rpy/u,
Y TOHKUM OaTUCT pyOariky ObLT eIMHCTBEHHOM Mperpagoi Mexay ee MEeKOH U ero KoxXeu.
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PaccBer Tonmpko-TONMBKO HacTymuiI. Ca0blid CBET OKAaUMIISUT 3a/IEPHYThIE TOPTHEPHI 30JI0TOM.
3a HOYb HENOro/1a, JO/KHO OBITh, CTUXJIA.

Ee nepBbiM no0OyxieHreM ObUIO OekaTh, IOKy1a MeppHK He TPOCHYIICS ¥ He 0OHAPYKWUII, 4TO
OHA TaK YJOOHO PacCIONIOKUIACH sl coONMa3HeHus. CUIOHM HAMPATIIaCh, YTOOBI BHICBOOOAMTHCS U3
ero oObATHIA, HO TIOTOM B3IJISIHYJIA HA €0 JIMIIO, U JIOOOMBITCTBO, JJaXe Oosiee CHIIbHOE, YeM CTpax,
oBiazeno eo. He ciBuras oOHUMaoOmer pyKd, OHA MEJIEHHO MPUIOTHSIACh, YTOObl BU/IETh €r0
rpyap u auno. [ToHabmonats 3a HUM Oe3 ero BeioMa ObUIO HACTOSIIIIEH POCKOIIIBIO.

CuoHM 3HaA: Kak U OOJBITUHCTBO JOJCH, BO CHE OH BHITJISANT YSI3BUMBIM.

Ho oka3asioch He Tak.

VrnoBaTbie CKY/Ibl OCTaBAJUCh pe3KuMu. JI100O0i, KTO yBHUENT Obl 3TH pelIvTesbHBIC YepTHl,
cuen Obl UX OONajaTessi He MHAYe Kak pa30oMHUKOM. TeMHast yTpeHHss IeThHA Ha CKyJax U TOj-
O0poIKe YCHIIMBAJIA 3TO BIICYATIICHIE.

U ero mpamsl.

Ortnievarok 371a, Kotopoe CUIOHM IPOCTO He B cHJTax Obuia MOCTHYb. BobHO OBLIO CMOTpETH Ha
9T cieapl cTpaganuii. OHa MOCOUyBCTBOBaJIA ObI TIOOOMY paHEHOMY CYIIECTBY, HO ¢ MeppuKoM ee
peakuus Obl1a Oosiee TMYHOM, YeM MPOCTO COCTpaIaHue, CUiIbHEee, yeM HeronoBaHue. Cliyxu ymai-
YMBAJM O TOM, IJie MPOM30IILUIO Hanagenue. [Io ToMy, 9To OH Buepa cKasall, OHa J0ra/laiach, 4To B
IOHOCTH OH ITyTEIIeCTBOBAJI BMECTE CO CBOMM YUEHBIM OTLIOM. BBITh MOKET, OH MOTY4rJI CBOU YBEUbSI
B KaKOM-HUOYb TTyXoM riepeyike Heamons v Kaauca?

B 6e3MorBHOM yTelieHHH OHa MONOXKUIIA PyKy €My Ha TPpyab, KOTOpast MOJ €€ JIaJI0HBIO B3/IbI-
MaJlach ¥ OTa/1aj1a C KaKIbIM ero MeIJICHHBIM B3/10XoM. Takasi o3a co3jaBaja roJJoBOKpYKUTEbHYIO
WHTUMHOCTh. ITHTUMHOCTB, KOTOpas MOAPBIBAJIA OOOPOHY HAXOMAIIEHCS B OCa/Iie IEBCTBEHHHUIIBI.

Boneti-HeBoiel B30p ee CKOJIB3HYII K ero pry. PacciabieHHbIi, OH BbIpakasl abCOMOTHYIO YyB-
crBeHHOCTh. HeynuButenbHO. C epBoro e B3IJIs1a Ha Hero, BaJIbsyKHO Pa3BAIMBIIIETOCS, Kak 00JTb-
IO KOT, B CBOEM MAaCCHMBHOM Kpeciie M TOMMBAOIIEr0 BUHO, OHA PACliO3HAla B HEM MYKUUHY,
BBICOKO HEHSIIEro (pu3MUecKoe yaoBoJIbCTBIE. He3HakoMast TsKeCTh yTHe3IuIach B )KUBOTE, KOTAa
OHa TMpPEe/ICTaBIIIa, KaK OH COCPEJJOTOUMTCS HA HEH, KOrja MpuaeT BpeMs.

Ecnu ono npuger. ..

Cearbie HeOeca! Heyxenu oHa yxe jgormyckaet ero nooeny? Ho oHa He MOXET eMy YCTYIHTb.
Jleno Beop HE TONBKO B PUCKE MOTEPSATh JEBCTBEHHOCTh, XOTS €l COBCEM HE XOTeJIOCh JOMYCTHTh
OOHapyKeHHUsI ee TPeXOB CBETOM WJIM 3adaTus peOeHka BHe OpauHbix y3. Kyma cuibHee yOexeH-
HOCTb, YTO, €CJIM OHA KaIlUTYJIUPYET, ITO MOAOPBET BCE TO, UTO MOAJECPKHUBAIIO €€ MOC/IeTHIE TPY/-
HbIE TO/IbI ¥ JOJDKHO OBLJIO MPUBECTU K CAMOCTOSATENTbBHOMY TUIOZIOTBOPHOMY OyIyIIeMy.

Pecauiiel Meppuka fiexaiv BeepaMu — YepHbIe, Kak M BOJIOCHI, YIIaBIIHE HA BBICOKUU JI0O.
Cujionu caepkaia xKelaHue OTBECTH 3T MsATKue npsau ¢ juia. Korna oH 6oapcTBoBa, oHa Oblia
CJIMIIIKOM 3aHsTa OOphOON C HUM, YTOOBI MPOSBNIATH TaKylo HexkHOCTh. Ceifuac ke, B 9T0 paHHee
THXO€ yTPO, €l y’KAaCHO XOTeJOCh TIOKa3aTh €My, UTO KU3Hb MPEJIaraeT He TOJIbKO KeCTOKOCTb.

CrpacTtHoe xeflaHue 001erdyuTh ero 0onb 3actaBuio Cunonu npusagymarbes. OH enaeT Bee,
4TOOBI IOTyOUTh ee. OH MHTPUTOBAII, YTO0 3aMaHUTh PoOepTy B JIOBYIIKY CKaHaJIa | MO30pa.

OH... OH caMblil yIUBUTEJIBHBIN, CAMBIi 00asATEJIBHBIA U3 BCEX 3HAKOMBIX el MyX4uH. OH
CIIyIIaJ e C BHUMaHUeM, KOTopoe ObL1o Oasib3amMoM st aymn. OH a1 el OIHUM I71a3KOM yBUJIETD
MUP, KOTOPBIA OHa MeuTasia OTKPbITh. OH cMermi ee. OH LIEJIOBaN ee Tak, CIIOBHO CKOpee YMpeT,
YeM OCTAaHOBHTCSI.

Ara cnadocTh MO OTHOIICHUIO K CBOEMY MPOTUBHUKY ObUIa Kyaa OoJjiee Imyraloiei, 4em mpo-
OyxaeHue B ero o0bsaTHsIX. CUIOHM MPHK PbLIA 71432 U 00paThia MOJIMTBY K HeOecaMm He JaTh CepaLly
CMSITYUTHCSL.

Korza e oHa BHOBb ITocMOTpesia Ha Meppuka, OH HaOJTIoIaul 32 Hel ¢ HapsiKEHHOCThIO, 3aCTa-
BUBIIIE ee 3aTpereTars. BelpakeHue ero Jmia ObUIO He3alUINEHHbIM, Kak HUKoraa npexae. OHa
MHUMOJIETHO YBHUJIeNIa B 3aTyMaHEHHBIX IJ1a3aX OCTPYI0 TOCKY CPOAHHM ee coOCTBeHHOW. Bo cHe oH
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HE BBIIVISZIEN MOJIOXKE, HO Ka3aJics HAMHOTO MoJioxe ceivac. ['yObl ero u30ray/mch B MPUBETIMBOM
yJIBIOKE, KOTOpasi MPOH3WIIA e Cepile.

A 1IOTOM B MTHOBEHHE OKa BCE U3MEHWJIOCh.

MSrKocTh MCapuiiach, CJIOBHO HUKOTAA U He cylecTBoBaia. OHa mpovia HeBYCMBICTIEHHOE
HETIpUsITUEe TOTO, YTO OH YBHIeN Ha ee Jymile. JJomkHO ObITh, OHA I71a3esa Ha HEero CO IIEHSYbHM
oboxanueMm. Kakoii cMmbici Terniepb oTprnath? CThi] CBUHIIOBOU TSKECThIO OYKBaJIbHO MPHUIABUI €€.

Cuionm ormarnynack. Ero pyka cxanach, He 1aB eii cOexatb. B To e BpeMsi OH ObICTPO CIIBU-
HYJICSI B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI TIOJIOT KPOBATH CIIPSITAI €0 JIAIO B TEHU. Y TPEHHUI CBET OOJIbIIe HE Maaal
Ha ero mIpamMsl. ITO ABMKEHUE ObUIO TAKUM PE3KHM, YTO TPSIXHYJIO KPOBATh.

Boxe MUIIOCTUBBIN. . .

Ee cmymenue ucnapuinock. OO6s9HO MeppHK BBICTAaBIIST HANlOKA3 CBOU IIPAMBbI, HE JaBast
HUKOMY BO3MOXHOCTHU ITOCOYYBCTBOBATh €r0 YPOJACTBY. DTUM XK€ YTPOM y HEro He ObUIO BpeMEHH
MIPUKPBITHCSI CBOMM TPUBBIYHBIM IIUTOM OT JIIOOOMBITCTBA U OTBpamieHus. C ymaBIMM cepaleM
Cuionn ocosHasa, 4To, HECMOTPsI Ha BCIO 3Ty OpaBajay, OH HEHaBUAUT CBOM Ipambl. HeHaBuauT
BCel AyIION.

OH He JOIMyCTUT XaJloCTH K cebe — OHa omycTuia Iasa. M Bce ke WX 3alunano OT cies.
I'mynas, ax, kakas ske oHa rinynas! Kak TpyaHo nojaBuTh ropsiuee skeiaHue 3aKJII0UUTh €ro B OO bATHS
Y IPeJIOKUTh yTEIIEeHUe OT 1IeJI0M KU3HU cTpaaaHuil. besymHoe, onacHoe xenaHue.

— JIOJIKHO OBITh, 51 TEPSII0 CHOPOBKY. OCKBEPHHB YMCTOTY TBOEH MOCTENH, s ObUT YBEPEH, UTO ThI
3aBOMNMILB YTO €CTh MOUYM, — [IPOrOBOPHII OH CO 3HAKOMOM M3/IEBKOM, HAKOHEL! [IOCMOTPEB €M B I71a3a.

Ho nocnie Toro mura oTkpoBeHus1, KOrJja OH TaK pe3Ko oTmaTHyscsi, CUIOHU 3HaJIa, 4TO €ro
HeOpeXHasi MaHepa — 3alUTHBIA MexaHu3M. [IpekpacHas yapiOKa, KOTOpO OH OJapuJI ee TpH Mpo-
OyXIeHHH, TpeBpaTmiiach B HacMenutnByio. [TycTh OHa THICSUY pa3 Aypa, HO He MOIJIa OHa He TokKa-
7eTh 00 3TOH NepeMeHe, Jaxke KOraa Tejo ee OIePEBEHeNO.

— Tbl HUKOTJa HE 3aCTAaBUILIb MEHSI KPUYaTh, — OTO3BAJIACH OHA C CYPOBOCTHIO, KOTOPOW OTHIONb
HE YyBCTBOBAJIA.

Meppuk oOpanoBaics, Ho Mucc PopcaiiT He TIOHSIA YeMy.

— He Oynp Tak yBepeHa, bella.

CHoBa oH B3siicsl 3a ctapoe. [1o kpaitHel mepe, ero HaCMelIKY HAIIOMHWIU €il O TOM, YeM OHa
puckyer B 3toii noctenu. Korna Cuonu cornacunack ciactu PoGepry, oHa BooOpaskasia COTHH Orac-
Hocreld. [Tpunyxnenue. Hacuue. Kectokocts. Ho oHa u mipeacTaBuTh cede He MOIJIA, YTO CaMbIM
OOoJIBIIUM PUCKOM OyZIeT paHeHas Tyla X0o3srHa 3aMKa KpelieH.

— Yro ThI 311€CH Aeinaeriib? — OHa cTapanach TOBOPUTh POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

— A pa3Be 310 He OUYeBUIHO?

[Nocne sTHX /OB BHeYaTieHHe O MPUSATHOM yTpe Obuto ucropueHo. Ha 3tot pa3 oHa mnpen-
npuHsiIa 0ojee pelmTeNTbHYIO ONBITKY BHICBOOOAUTHCS, HO MeppHK C BO3MYTUTEIBHOM JIETKOCTHIO
OIPOKHUHYJI €€ Ha CIIMHY.

— Orycrtu, — npomrnena CUAOHM CKBO3b OHeMeBIlMe ryosl. Cepaiie JTMXopaJovuHO KOJIOTHU-
JIOCh OT TIAHUKM M THEBa IJIaBHBIM 0Opa3oM Ha cebs. Hy moyeMy oHa He ynau3HY/a 10 TOro, Kak OH
MPOCHYJICA?

TBepmo mepka ee ofHOW PyKOU 3a Tanuio, [[o3ed MpUNomHSICS U JPYroll pyKor 0OXBaTHII
Cuj1oHM 3a 3aTBUIOK, YICPKUBasi, YTOOBI KaK CIIEIyeT pacCCMOTPETb.

— Hu 3a 4o Ha cBete.

Pazpasu ero rpom! Kak Obl eif X0Tenoch, YT0ObI OH HE TOBOPWJI TAKUX OIMPOMETUYMBBIX CJIOB.
Byzb oHa XOTh 4yTOUKY IUTyTiee, MOryia Obl TPUHSATH UX Beepbe3. U uto Obl Toraa ¢ Heto crano? Ctpax
coaBui ropro. He xBatasio TONBKO MOKUHYTH 3aMOK KpeliBeH He TOJIbKO OMO30PEHHOM, HO U C pa3-
ouTbiM cepatieM. Het, oHa go/kHa yITH OTCIONa HETPOHYTOM U HE 3aIsITHAHHON CKaHJAJIoM, TBEPIO
HaroMHmIa cede Cugorn. OcTanoch TOJIBKO MOBEPUTD B ITO.

— 3TO0 HE BXOJUT B HAIIl IOTOBOP.
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Xotenoch Obl el HaOpaThCsi CUIIBI BOJIM M HACTOSITH HA TOM, YTOOBI OH OTIYCTHJ ee. Ecim oHa
CTaHEeT KUIETh OT 3JI0CTU M3-3a 3THX UTP — M OHA KUIUT, 4yepT Obl ero modpai! — HO ocTaercs Ta
MIPOKJISITAsl HETpOoIlleHasi HeXKHOCTh. Huuem He cTepeTh U3 mamsTH ero MoTpsiceHre M UCIyT, Koraa
OH TIPOCHYJICSI M1 OOHAPYKMII, YTO OHA pasmisapBaeT ero. CUIOHU MOJ03peBasa, YTo OH My4YaeT ee
ceiiyac, yToObI He JaTh 3aJyMaThCsl HaJl TEM MOMEHTOM OTKPOBEHHUSI.

OKpy’KHB €e CBOMM MYKCKHM 3araxoM, OH CKJIOHMIICS Omke. OHa Monia 0 caMooOIaJaHu ,
0 3JPAaBOMBICIIMY 1 — J]a TIOMOXKET el OOT B ee HeCOBITOUHOM KEJIAHUU — O CIIACEHHH.

— HasepHnsika 31ech ecThb elne ogHa CriajibHsl.

Meppuk yinbIOHYICS Tak, uyTo 3actaBui CHUAOHM rajarh, YK HE JIOTaIbIBACTCS JIM OH, KaKas
60pb0a MPOUCXOAUT y Hee BHYTPH.

— [MpuroaHa a5t oOOMTaHUs TONBKO 3Ta. §1 jKe He coOMpascs ycTpauBaTh 3arOpOIHBIN TIPUEM,
tesoro. $1 mIaHUPOBAIT HEJEO TUIOTCKUX PAJOCTel ¢ JTIOOOBHUIICH.

Ona orierieHena, KOrjia oH JICHUBO MTPOITYCTHUII €€ BOJIOCHI CKBO3b IMAJIBIIBI M IOMACCHUPOBAJI 3aThI-
7oK. Otrymenus pa3oerainch, Kak Kpyry Ha Bojie.

— B niepBy10 HOUb ThI k€ IAE-TO CHAJL.

— Koiika B rapaepoOHOil He mpeHa3HaYeHa )T MyKIUHBI IlecT (byToB pocTta. Bynb s mpo-
KJIAT, €CJTH MO3BOJII0 TeOe CHOBA MEHsI Ty/la COCNaTh.

— BBITh MOXeT, 51 MOIJIa OBl CIIaTh TaM? — MPOTOBOPHJIA OHA ¢ (DATIBIITMBOM JIOOE3HOCTHIO.

K ynuBnenuio, ryObl ero IepHYJIHCh.

— 3aueMm TbI Opocaelb MHE BHI30B, KOT/Ia 3HAEIIIb, YTO 51 HE MOTY IIPOTHB HETO YCTOSITh?

— 41 Tebs1 coBceM He 3HaI, — Bo3paswia CUI0HM, YTOOBI HATOMHUTH cede, a TaKKe MOCTABUTh
ero Ha MecTo. JKeaHue MpUJIbHYTH K €ro JIACKAIOIIEH pyKe CTAaHOBHJIOCHh TIOUTH HECTEPITUMBIM.

— Torna nouemy s 4yBCTBYIO, UTO Thl CYMTACIIb KaKABIM yIap Moero cepaua?

TpyaHo OBLIO CKa3aTh, TOBOPHT JIM OH TO cepbe3HO. Ecii 6 TONbKO OHa MOTJIa MOHUMATh KaX-
AYI0 €ro MbICITb. 3Haja OHa JIMIIb TO, YTO CTOJb € OKOJIJIOBaHA, CKOJIb U HAIyraHa. A TO, 4ero He
3HaJIa, OCTABJISIO ee ApeioBaTh B OKeaHe HEMPOIIEHOTO JKeJTaHUsl.

— Ilpexparu urpars co MHOI, Meppuk.

— Crano ObITh, HEe XOUelllb MPOAOJIKATh Mpemoario? — OH CKJIOHWICS HaJl HeW, BIaB/IBast B
Marpar] CBOUM OOJIBIIAM TEJIOM.

Ona 3aep3aJa, HO HE C/IBUHYJIA €TO.

— 51 xouy, 4TOOBI Tl OTITYCTHJI MEHSI.

— Her, He xouels.

Bena B ToM, uTO B IiTyOMHE AYIIM OHA U BIIPAaB/y HE XOTeJa, HO ellie He HACTOJIBKO MOJaa Mo
ero yapbl, 4TOObI 3a0bITh, UTO MOCTABJIEHO Ha KapTy. OHa MONOXUIAa PyKy eMy Ha Ipydb, HE JAaBasi
NpUOIM3UTHCA ellie OOJIbIIe.

— IIpekparu, Meppuk.

— xozed.

Cu1oHM CHITMIIACh COXPAHUTH KOHTPOJIb HaJl peasbHOCTHIO.

— [NopouHblii, JIKUBBIH, pacITyIlIeHHbIN, KOBAPHBIN, MHTPUTYIOIIHIA, OeCITPUHIIMITHBINA HETOJISH.

— Ckaxu 370 Tak, OyATO JIEHCTBUTEIBLHO TaK Aymaelib. — OH Iprkajcs K ee clepKuBaiomien
pyke u 3aBiajen ryoamu. B 3ToT pa3 yaueieHue He mapanuzoBaio Cugonu. M ona Obuia yxe He
Ta HEBUHHOCTb, KOTOPYIO €T0 MOLETyH JUIaan Aapa peun. OHa mo3Hasa yIoBOJIbCTBUE, BRI3BAHHOE
MaJIeUITUM TPUKOCHOBEHUEM.

Jlapons ero, nexaras Ha 3aTbUIKe, paccnabuiack. Pyka Ha Tanum ckopee oOHUMaa, 4YeM yrep-
*kuBana. Ha onyH 3anpeTHBI MUT OHA MPUJIbHYJIA K HEMY, KaK BBIOHOK, a MOCJIe IpepBajia Moesyi
Y U3BHMBAJIACh, MIOKA HOTA €€ He KOCHYJIACh IOJa.

OH cxBaruI ee 3a pyKy.

— He yxomu, Cunonu! TeGe HUUTO He yrpoxkaer. 9 mpocTo Xxouy NoIeaoBaTh TeOsl.

Omna 6pocuiia Ha Hero CKeNTUYECKUI B3IJISA/ U BCTala, 33/IpOKaB OT YTPEHHEro XOIoa.

50



A. KammoOemr. «CeMb HOYEHR B IIOCTENIN [IOBECHI»

— W nouemy s Tebe He Bepio?

— [Notomy uto mpuckopOHO HenoBepuuBa. — OH omMomyat. — M motoMy 4to Thl yMHAasl keH-
IIIMHA.

OH noriaiuI1 4yBCTBUTENIBHYIO KOXKY 3arisiCThsl. OT 9TOr0 JICHUBOTO NMOMIAKUBAHUS Y Hee TO/-
BEJIO JKMBOT, XOTsI OHA U NMOHUMAaJIa, YTO OH MbITAETCS] BCEMH MPaBAaMH M HEMpaBIaMU BEPHYTH ee
B CBOU OOBSITHUSI.

— Ecnu 6 51 6puta ymMHOM, TO Oeskasia Obl 6e3 OIVISIIKY, Kak TOJBbKO YBHUJENA, YTO Thl 3a0pasics
TOJ1 OZIESLIO.

OH ce, py0arika ero nmpoBucia, oOHaxas Kpernkoe riedo. OT 3penuiia rIagKor 3aropeion
koxku y CrIoHM niepecoxJyio Bo pTy. Takoi KOHTpacT ¢ ero ooe306paxeHHbM JinmoM! [ToHauary oHa
HE CUMTaJIa er0 KPACHBBIM, AaXe eClI He 00palaTh BHUMaHUs Ha mpamMbl. Ho ¢ KakapM 4acom ero
(pusnueckas npuBieKaTeIbHOCTh Bo3pactana. Cefiuac el Ka3ajaoch, YTO CIOBO «KPACHUBbI» CIIUIII-
KoM OaHasbHO. Jlypouka HecuacTHass! OHa oOHapyXkuiIa B cebe MpUcTpacTrie K TEMHOMY, OITaCHOMY
1 yiepOHOMY.

BcerpeBoskeHHast, cMsITEHHAsI — a Belb OH €/1Ba MMPUKOCHYJICS K Hell, — CIOHM rajana, 4To Clty-
YHUJIOCH C TOH PEeIIUTEIbHON KEHIMHOW, KOTOpasi MprObUIa B 3aMOK KpeiiBeH, YToObI MPOTHUBOCTOSITH
moHcTpy? Tlporiio Bcero 1Ba qHs, U 10 TOU KEHIUHBI YK€ HE JOTSHYThCS.

— Bcero onun nonienyii, Cuytonu. 1o meHa cBodoabl. — ['ooc [Ixxo3eda 3Bydan HCKpeHHE, He
KaK y TOTO JIbSIBOJILCKOTO COOJIA3HUTEIIS, UbH CBEPKAIOIIUE cepeOpOoM I71a3a Opocasv il BhI3OB.

[MoTtpsicenne mapanm3oBaio ee. Kazaniock, 3T0 CIMIIIKOM XOpOIIO, YTOOB! OBITH TipaBaoi. OHa
CMOJET yeXxaTh C pacrnuckamMy PoOepTsl, ouTH Takas ke HeBHUHHAS, Kak U puobUIa. Jla BOT TONBKO
Haps1y C MOTPSICEHUEM U OOJIeTYeHMeM OHA MCTIBITalIa JIETKMIA YKOJI BOBMYTHTENILHOTO, HETpUeMIIe-
MOT'0, HEOCTIOPUMOT'O Pa304apOBAHUSI.

— T oTiiycTumbs MeHst Hazaa B bapcroy-xomn?

OH HaxMypuJIcs U OTITYCTHII €€ PYKY.

— C yma comna? Mbl Tak HE JOrOBapUBaJIUCh.

— A, JIOTOBOD... — MPOIIENTAa OHA OJHUMU Ir'yOaMH.

— Wl Hukakoro yBWIMBaHusl, 3aMeTh. VICKpEHHUI SHTY3Ua3M.

OpuH ToteNTy# Ka3aJicsi MaJIon 1IeHOH 3a TO, YTOOBI cOeXaTh U3 STOM KOMHATHI, KOTOpast U300u-
JyeT 0OeaHusIMA MHTUMHOCTH.

— A Kak Mbl I3MEpUM TBOE y/IOBJIETBOpEeHHUEe?

Ero raza GnecHyau, ¥ OH IpUJIer Ha COMTBIE MTPOCTHIHU C Pa3Ipaxkaloleil yBepeHHOCTHIO.

— Bella, 51 He )y ynoBIETBOpPEHUs1, — IPOMYPpJIbIKaI OH. — Bcero Juiib JacKOBbBIM YTPEHHUI
nonenyit. Huuero takoro, 4to octaBusio Obl Ha TeOe IIpamMbl JO KOHIIA JKU3HHU.

OH cKazaJl «IIpamMbl», YTOOBI MMOAYEPKHYTh CBOE YPOJICTBO, HO OHA yXk€ JaBHO MHHOBAJA Ty
CTaJINIO, KOTIa BOCTIPMHUMAJIa €ro IIPaMbl KaK-TO MHAYE, YeM OOJIbIIOe HECYACThE.

— l'oBopu 3a cebs1, — mpodopmoTtana CUIOHU, OCTOPOKHO BCTaBasi KOJICHSIMU Ha KpoBaTh. Mat-
pail IporHyJIcsl, OHA TIOKAYHYJIach M BBIHYXJEHa OblIa OMEepeThCsl PyKOHM O ero rpyab sl paBHOBE-
cus. JKap Tak ¥ 3alIuIes OT TOro CONPUKOCHOBEHU S, U CEPALIE ee 3aCTy4asio Kak MosoT. Ero 6poBu
TIPUTIOAHSUTACH B OE3MOJIBHOW HACMEIIIKe, KOTJ]a OHA OTIEpHYJIA PYKY.

Cujionu 3aTpernieTana, Koraa OH IPOBeJT PyKo# 1o ee BostocaMm. [1anbiibl 3aaepkanich Ha rpyau,
npexje 4yeM oH yopan pyky. COCKkM ee HarpsriuCh O TOKAJIBIBAIOIIEH TBEPIOCTH.

— Ho6poe yTpo, CuaoHU, — POrOBOPHII OH C HEKHOCTBIO, KOTOPOI OHA He JOBepsiyIa.

Hexnocth — HenoOenumblid Bpar. HaruielB 4yBCTB 9THM YTPOM IMPOJEMOHCTPUPOBAT 3TY
uctuHy. OHa He MOIJIa OTpHULIATh BJICYEHHMsI, HE MOIJIa OTPULIATh ero ys3BuMocTu. Kak u cobnasHa,
HEOXOTHO MpU3HAJIACh OHA ceOe, OTMeyvast JISHUBHIN CBET B €ro Iyia3ax.

JIxo3ed OTImyCTHJI ee BOJIOCH M CLIEMUJI PYKU 32 TOJIOBOM, HATSHYB KpPENKUE MYCKYJBI PYK
u rpyad. OH TOXOIWJI Ha COHHOTO TaIly, PacCMaTpPHUBAIOIIEr0 CBOM HOYHOH BHIOOp M3 rapema.
HeckospKo 271eKTpu3yomx MTHOBEHUI OHU IIisiienu Apyr Ha apyra. CHIOHM KJajla B HalpsiKeH-
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HOM oxkuganuu. OH, Ka3ajaoch, HaCIakAaics, HaOmoaas, Kak MUHYTHI YOBIBAIOT, KaK Iy3bIPbKU BO
BUepalHeM kjapere. OHa Ipowia B €ro mia3ax oXxujiaHue, Ho He Oosbiie. OH MOAHST MOCT IPOTUB
BTOPXKEHHUS B CBOIO JyIITy. SICHBIN THEBHOM CBET OKA3aJiCsl MEHee OTKPOBEHHBIM, YeM Ipe/IpaccBeT-
HBbIC TCHU.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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