


AnHa KsmnoeJsun
CeMb HOYEH B IOCTEJIH MMOBECHI
Cepust «CpIHOBBSA rpexa», KHUra |

Texccm npedocmaener npasoobradamenem
http:/fwww.litres.ru/pages/biblio_book/?art=18910883

Komnoenn, Anna. Cemwv nHoueii 6 nocmenu nogecwi : [poman]: ACT; Mockea;
2016

ISBN 978-5-17-088952-5

AHHOTaAIUSA

O TauHcTBeHHOM X03siuHe 3amka Kpeiien [Ixozede Meppuke
XOOMWJIa MOJIBA KaK O JECTOKOM YyAOBMILE, Ybs YepHas Aylla
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OpnHako y kpacasuisl Cugorn Popcaiit BeIOOpa He ObUTO — paju
ClIaceHMs1 cecTpbl OHa JI0OpPOBOJBHO mpemiokmia ceds xozedy
B JIIOOOBHMIIBI... M CO BpEMEHEM IIOHSUIA, KaKylo MpPeKpacHyIo,
0J1aropogHyI0 M HMCKPEHHIOI0 YLy CKPBHIBAIOT CYpOBbIE MaHEphl U
y’KacHBIE [IPaMBI.

Cumonn u Meppuk mnomoOwIM [IOpyr Apyra CTPacTHO U
Oecnipegensio. Ho cuactee uX moj yrpos3oil, Beop AEBYILIKA
BBIHYKJEHA CKpBIBATh TallHy, KOTOpas MOXET HaBCerga M3MEHUTb
KU3HB ee JOOMMOTO, a caMy ee Oe3BO3BPaTHO MOTYOUTb. . .
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I'maBa 1

Ilooepescve Ioucnozo /lesona, nHosaopv 1826 200a

['po3a packansiBana HeOeca, korga Cugonu dopcaidT aBura-
JIaCch HABCTPeUuy CBOEMY OeCUecThIo.

Jlomanu nuko 3apxkaiiu, U BETXUI HAEMHBIN SKUIMaX, PE3KO
JIEPHYBIINCh, OCTAHOBWJICS. BeTep 11yJ1 ¢ Takou CUIIOM, 4TO Kape-
Ta pacKauuBajach Jaxe mnocie ocraHoBku. CUIOHU e/iBa ycrie-
JIa IEpeBECTU IyX, KaK BO3HMIIA — CMYyTHAsl TEHb B KJIEEHYATOM
Tuiaie, ¢ KOTOpPOro CTeKaau MOTOKU BOJIbI, — 3aMasTuul B TEMHO-
T€, YTOOBI OTKPHITH ABEPILY.

— 3amok KpeliBeH, mucc! — mpokpuyas oH CKBO3b 3aBecy H0-
KIS

Ha MraoBenue yxac nepej TeM, 4To OXKHJIAET €€ B 3aMKe, Ta-
pasm3oBai Cuaonu. «3amok KpeniBeHn» — BOUCTHHY TPYC/IMBBIN,
MaJIOAYIIIHbIN.

— Mou KJIslYM HE MOT'YT JIONTO CTOSITh. Bhl TOUHO BBIXOAMTE,
mmucc?

B nyiie BCKOJIBIXHYJICSI TPYCJMBBIN MOPBIB YIIPOCUTh BO3HU-
1y oTBe3Tu ee Hazag B Cuamayt. Eciu oHa ceityac yenet, Hu4ue-
IO CTPAILIHOrO He cinyuutcsi. HUKTO HUKOrja He y3HaeT, YTO OHa
ObLIA 31ECH.



«A 4T0 e Torna oyner ¢ PobepToit v ee ChIHOBbSIMU ?»

Be3xanocTHoe HaOMUHAHKE 00 OMACHOM TOJOKEHUU CEeCT-
pbl IOATONKHYJ0 CUJIOHU K JIMXOPAAOYHbIM JIeucTBUsIM. CXBa-
TUB CaKBOSIK, OHA BhIOpaJIach U3 KApeThl M TYT ke MOKAYHY/IACh
nos1 MopsiBOM BeTpa. He 6e3 Tpyna yaepkuBasi paBHOBeCHE Ha
CKOJIB3KMX OyJIBbDKHUKAX, OHa MEJICHHO TO/IHSLIA T71a3a Ha BO3-
BBILIAIOIYIOCS NIEPE]] HEM YEPHYIO IPOMaJIHY.

Cuponu enie aymaina, 4yto B Kapere xonoqHo. Ha oTkpeitom
MIPOCTPAHCTBE XOJIO/] ObLT MPOCTO JieAeHsui. JleByIKa chexu-
Jlach, KOrja BeTep IMPOHU3aJl €€ HIEPCTAHYI0 HakuaKy. CI0BHO B
MOATBEPKACHUE TOTO, UTO OHA BCTYMAET B IAPCTBO TOTUYECKUX
yKacoB, CBEpPKHYJIa MOJIHUSA. OT MOCIIEYyIOIEro 3a HeW rPoOMO-
BOTO pacKaTa JIOIay HEPBHO JEPHYJIHCH, 3a3BEHEB cOpyeH.

HecmoTpst Ha BNIOJIHE TOHATHOE kKeJIaHKWE IMTOCKOPEE BEPHY Th-
Csl K IMBUJIM3ALIMY, Ky4ep cpa3y He yexall.

— BBI... TOro, TOUHO yBEpPEHBI, UTO BAC TYT KAYT, MUCC?

Haxe ckBO3b 3aBbIBaHUSA BeTpa CUAOHU paccibliialia ero co-
mHeHus. CoMHeHus1, oTpaxaomue ee coocTBeHHble. OHa BbI-
NPSIMUJIACH, HACKOJIBKO MO3BOJISU COMBAIOIIMI C HOT BETEp:

— Jla. Cnacu6o, muctep Youuc.

— Hy, Toraa no6poro Bam 3noposbriia. — Kyuep B3oOpascs Ha
KO3JIBI U, XJIECTHYB JIOIIA/IEH, ITyCTWI UX B HEPOBHBIM T'AJIOIL.

CuloHM ToXBaTWIa CaKBOSDK M B30ekaja 1Mo CTYNEeHbKam
HEBBICOKOTO KpbLIblia K TskeI0M aBepu. OCTpOKOHEYHas apKa
HaJl BXOJOM JlaBajia Majo 3aimTthel. OdepeHast BCIBIIIKA MOJ-
HUH [TOMOTJIa el 0OHAPYKUTh ABEPHOE KOJIBIIO B (hopMe JIbBUHON



royioBbl. OHa yXBaTuIach 3a HETO PyKOW B Nepyarke, MOAHsIA U
ornmycruia. 3-3a peBa BeTpa U IIyma JIOK]IsI CTYK ObLT TOYTH
HEPa3TuIKM.

OHa HeTepreMBO MOCTyvasa eile, HO HUKTO He CHelInsI OT-
KpbiBaTh. Temneparypa, Ka3ajaoch, ynajia eie rpaycoB Ha jae-
CSITh, TIOKA OHA CTOSIJTa CTOPOUBIIIKCH TTO]] CEKYIIIUMHU JIOXKICBbI-
MU CTPYSIMHU.

Yto, CKaXxuTe Ha MMJIOCTb, OHA CTAHET JiejlaTh, €CJIM B JIOME
HUKOI'O HEeT?

K Tomy BpemeHnu, korzia JBepb CO CKpUIIOM OTBOPUIIACH, SIBUB
crapyio xeHiuHy, y Cuonu 3y0 Ha 3y0 He momnajai, OHa Tpsic-
Jlach CJIOBHO B Jiuxopajike. [TopbiB BeTpa nmoaxBaTuil rjiamMs Ojiu-
HOKOW CBEYM, M1 TOHEHbKUI OTOHEK 3aMepIiall.

— 4... — 3akpruana CugOHU CKBO3b OypIO, HO KEHIIMHA OT-
BEpHYJIaCh M HallpaBUJIach B IIyOb noMa. PactepsiBmasicsi ne-
BYIIIKA IIIarHyJIa 32 Heu.

OHa oka3ajiach B HEOOBSITHOM XOJIJI€, HAITOJITHEHHOM TEHSIMHU.
Tyckyi0-kOpuYHEBBIE TOOEIEHBI TPUKPHIBAIA BHICOUCHHBIE Ka-
MeHHbIe cTeHbl. OTOHb B MACCUBHOM O4Yare He ropesi, U 310 He
JOOABJISIIO IOMY TOCTETIPUMMCTBA.

Cupnonu npodpasia APOKb, KOrJa XOJIod OT KaMEHHBIX TLIUT
T0J1a IPOCOYMJICS] CKBO3b TOZIOIIIBBI e MOTyOOTUHOK. [[Beps 1mo-
3a]I1 3aXJIOMHY/IACh C KAKUM-TO POKOBBIM CTYKOM. B3ipornys,
JIeBYIIIKa OOEpHYJIach M OOHAPYKHJIA eIlIe OTHOTO CTAPOro CIIYTY,
MOBOPAYMBAIOIIETO TSIKEJIBIA KJTI0Y B 3aMKE.

«YT0, BO MMSI BCETO CBSITOTO, 51 HaJleJlaia, Mpuexas B 3T0 bo-



rOM 3a0bITOE MECTO?»

C 3aKkphITOI JIBEphIO THIIIMHA B JIOME IMOKa3aiach eme 0o-
Jlee yrpoxaiolei, uem peByinas Oypsi cHapyxu. E1MHCTBEHHbIM
3BYKOM OBLIO TJIyX0€ «Karl-Kan-Kar» ¢ ee MPOMOKIIEH HAKUIKU.
Crpax, BepHBII CIYTHHK C TeX Top, Kak Pobepra moBenasa e o
CBOeH OeJie, CBUHIIOBOM TSIKECThIO yrHe3IuIcs B kuBote Cujio-
HU. CoracuBIIKMCH TIOMOYb CECTPE, OHA HAJes1ach, YTO TBITKA,
KaKo# Obl y)KaCHOU OHa HU OblJ1a, 3aKOHUMTCS ObICTPO. B 310N e
MpPaYHOU KPETOCTH ee OXBATHJIO CTPAIIHOE MPETIyBCTBUE, UTO
OHa OOJIbITIe HUKOT/IA HE YBUIUT OEJIOro CBeTa.

«[Ipekpatu BBIyMbIBaTh BCSKKE ITTYIOCTH» , — MBICJIEHHO Be-
Jiena oHa cebe.

OpHako noxdaIprBaIIKe CIIOBa HUKOUM 00pa3oM He YCITo-
KOWJIM HApacTaloIIero MpucTyma maHuku. JKemdb nopcTynmia K
ropiy, moka CUIOHM cieioBajia 3a O€3MOIBHON 9KOHOMKOM 110
OeCKOHEUHOMY XOJUTy. Y Hee BO3HMKJIO CTPAaHHOE YyBCTBO, Oy/I-
TO THICSTYM 3JIBIX AYXOB CKJISATCSI HA HEE U3 TEMHBIX YIJIOB.

Onemesnmmy najbiiamu CUIOHA CTUCHYJIA PYUKY CAKBOSIKA
Y HarloMHMIa ceOe, Kakue OeICTBYS MaayT Ha rojioBy PoOepThi,
€CJI OHA TIOTEePIUT Heyaauy.

«I cpenaro sto. A cmory».

Ila, HecMOTpsl Ha TO YTO OHA 3alllia YK€ TaK JaJieKo, Cyllle-
CTBYET BEpOSITHOCTb IMPOBaja. DTOT TUIaH C CAMOro Havaja ObuI
puckoBaHHbIM. Celiuac, korna CuoHM OKa3aiach 3/1€Ch OHA,
0e3 3alTh, el IOHEBOJIe TIPUIILIO B FOJIOBY, UTO 3aMbICE, Pa3-
pabotaHHbIil B Bapcroy-xosuie, OpUT OOJBIION TITYNOCTHIO, Tpa-



Huyarei ¢ 6esymuem. Eciu 6 TOJIBKO COMHEHU I MOTJIA TIOMOYb
eil mpuIyMaTh KaKoH-HUOYJb MHOM CIIOCO0 CIIacTH CEeCTpy.

Crapyxa 95KOHOMKa Bce I1apkaia Brepeau. CUIOHU Tak 3aKO-
YyeHeJia, 4To C TPyIoM nepeaBuraia Horu. Ciyra He npeyioKuil
B35ITh Y HE€ HU HAKUJKY, HU CAKBOSIK, & KOIJIa OHA OIJISIHYJIACh,
UCcYe3 TaK ke TUXO U OECIIyMHO, KaK U IMOSIBUJICS, CJIOBHO pac-
TBOPWJICS CpeIu 3aMKOBBIX MPU3PAKOB.

CujoHU U ee Hepa3roBOpuYMBasi MPOBOKATAs MOJOIIIN HAKO-
Hell K JIBepH B POTHUBOMNOJIOKHOW CTEHE, TAKOW k€ BHYIIUTEb-
HOW, KaK 1 BXojHas qBepb. CTapyxa TOJMKHYJIA 1BEPb, U Ta MSIT-
KO U TMIXO OTBOPHJIACH HAa XOPOIIIO CMa3aHHbIX reT/sax. Codpas-
mMch ¢ AyxoM, CUIOHU IIarHysa B sipkuid CBET U TeILIO.

Ilpoa Kak OCHHOBBIH JIUCT, OHA OCTAHOBHWJIACh Y TPare3HoO-
ro CTOJA, TSHYBIIErocst uyepe3 Bclo koMHaTy. C 00enx CTOpOH
BBICTPOWJINCH TSDKEJIbIe yOOBBIE CTYJIbs, TIOTEMHEBIIINE OT Bpe-
MeHu. KoMHaTa npenHasHavyaiach Jisl IIyMHOW KOMIIAHUM, HO,
MO/IHAB IJ1a3a OT CTOJIEIIHULIBL, IEBYIIIKA YBUJIENA, UTO ceiluac B
HEl MPUCYTCTBYET TOJIBKO OJIUH YEJIOBEK.

xo3ed Meppuk.

He3akoHHOPOXIEHHBIA OTIIPHICK apucToKpara. Moryiie-
CTBEHHBIN W yIauWIMBbIN Jieniel], 6orateiii, Kak Kpes. Cepblit kap-
JUHAaJ B OJIMTUKE. M HEeroasiu, KOTOpbI HIHEIIHEW HOYBIO BOC-
TIOJIb3YETCS €€ TEJIOM.

— I'ocrioiuH, TYT K Bam JieAu.

He MmeHsisi BasibsKHOW TO3bI HA TPOHOMOJOOHOM CTYyJie Ha
JaJIbHEM KpPalo CTOJIa, XO3SMH JOMa MOJIHSLIT TOJIOBY.



[Tpu nepBoM B3mIsiAe Ha Hero y CUIIOHU TepexBaTUIIO JIbIXa-
HUe. CakBOSIK BBICKOJIB3HYJI M3 OHEMEBIIHX TMAJbIEB W IUIETI-
HyJcs Ha o1, OHa OBICTPO OMyCTHIIA TJIa3a, Mpsya CBOe MOTpsi-
CEeHUeE MO, KaIMOIIOHOM.

PoGepra npenymnpexnana ee. Yuibsam, 35Th, ObUT Oecriolna-
JIEH, TTIOHOCA XapakTep M BHEIHOCT, Meppuka. U oHa, pazyme-
ercsl, KaK U BCe, CIIbIIIaja CIJIETHUA O HEM.

Ho HMYTO He MOATOTOBWIIO €€ K 3PEJUIILy ero 3ypoioBaHHO-
T JINIIA.

CunoHM 10 KPOBH 3aKycHia Ty0y, Cpaxkasich C TOPIBOM pa3-
BEpHYThCS M OekaTh KyAa miasa rsaaar. Ho ona e moxer yoe-
*katb! CuIKoM MHOroe ceituac 3aBucHt ot Hee. B nercrse Po-
Oepra Oblla ee eTUHCTBEHHBIM 3alllUTHUKOM. Terepp Hacrania
odepep CHIOHU CIIACTU U 3AIIUTHTH CECTPY OO0 IIEHOM.

Ona HeyBepeHHO TIOHSIA TJIa3a Ha TOJIb3YIOIIErocs Ay pHOM
crnaBoyl xo3simHa Kpeliena. Meppuk Obul B camnorax, Opukax
u OeJoii pydariike ¢ paccTerHyThiM BOpoToM. CUIOHHM OTOpBaia
B3IJISI/T OT CMYTHOTO HaMeKa Ha MYCKYJIMCTYIO TPy/ib M 3aCTaBH-
7a ce0st TOCMOTpeTh eMy B JIuIl0. Bo3amMoxHO, eil ynactest oOHa-
PYXKHTb XOTs1 Obl KPOIIIEUHYIO TPEIIMHKY B €r0 pelMMOCTH, Ka-
KOU-HUOY/Ib CIIEJT )KAJOCTH, KOTOPBIH YIEPKHUT €ro OT ITOro Oec-
YEeCTHOTO JICSTHUSI.

OnHako mipu Oosiee BHUMATEJIBHOM B3IJISIZIE CTAJIO TIOHSTHO,
YTO 3TA HAJEKIA TIIETHA. YenoBeK, KOTOPbI ObLT HACTOJIBKO
OecrolaieH, 4To 3aKII0UMII 3TY IbSBOJILCKYIO C/ICNKY, €Ba JI
CMSITUUTCS TeTieph, KOTJIa I00bIYa yKe Y Hero B pyKax.



['ycThle MccuHs-YepHbIE BOJIOCHL, AJIMHHEE, YEM JAUKTYET MO-
7, IaJaI Ha BRICOKMIA J100. BricTynartorume ckysbl. KBagparHas
YeJII0CTh, YKa3bIBAIOIAsl HA HA/IMEHHYIO CAMOYBEPEHHOCTb. [ 1y-
OOKO MOCaXeHHBIE I71a3a, YCTPEMJICHHbIE HA Hee CO CKYYaloIM
BBIPaKEHHEM, KOTOPOE MCIYTaIo ee OOoJbliie, YeM MOT Obl UCITY-
raTh IPEANOJIaraeMblil MbLI.

OH He ObUT KpacHB Jaxe JI0 TOro, Kak KaKoh-To OAHJHT B €ro
TAMHCTBEHHOM IPOIIJIOM PACCEK EMY BHYIIMTEJIbHbIN HOC U BIa-
ayio meky. [pam TonmumHON ¢ ee GONBIION Masiel] TSHYJCS OT
yXa JI0 camoro yrojka pra. Eme oquH, noToHslle, paccekas Hajl-
MEHHYIO YepHYIO OPOBb.

Benas pyka rpaiMo3Ho yaep:KvBajia TSKeJ bl XPyCTaIbHbIN
6okan. B cBete cBeuelt yrpoxarlie CBEpKHYJ pyOHMHOBBII 1ep-
crenb. «Knaper u pyOuH 1iBeta KpoBu», — nogymana CuioHu u
TYT e HoXasena 00 3TOM.

— Bo1 onoznamm. — lN'onoc Meppuka okasasicsi IryOOKHUM U Ta-
KHM JK€ araTUYHbIM, KaK ¥ MaHepa MOBE/ICHUsI.

Cunonn oxugana, 9yro OyAeT HalyraHa, HO HUKaK He Xjana,
YTO ellle U Pa303JUTCs B Mpuaady. SIBHOE OTCYTCTBUE MHTEpe-
ca xo3siuHa KpeiiBeHa K cBOel kepTBe MOPOIUJIO HETOI0BaHKE,
CWJIbHOE, KaK OYMIIAIONIAs IPUIMBHAS BOJIHA.

— Jlopora 3aHsi1a 6osbile BpeMeHH, YeM 0XKuaaiock. — Cumo-
HM ObLIa TaK 3714, YTO JIaXe PYKHU Y Hee He APOKaJM, KOrja OHa
OTKMHYJIA KaIlIOIIOH Ha criuHy. — [loroga He ogoOpsieT Bai Ko-
BapHbI 3aMbIces1, MUCTep Meppuk.

Jlep3Ko BCKMHYB HENOKPHITYI0 ronoBy, CuIOHM HCHbITANA



MpayHOE YJIOBJIETBOPEHUE, YBUJIEB, KaK BbIPAKEHUE CKYKU MHU-
TOM CJIETEJIO B €ro JIWIa, CMEHHUBIIHCH OIIETIOMJICHHBIM JII000-
nbITCTBOM. OH BBITPSAMUJICSL ¥ BO33PUIICS HA HEE Yepe3 CTOJL.

— Kro0 BBI, uept Bo3bMHU, Takas?

HesnakoMKa, pa3dpasu ee rpoM, Jaxe He B3ApOrHyJsa, Korjga
Jlxo3ed pasppaxeHHO psABKHYN Ha Hee. JIMIo nox pacrpenas-
HBIMHU BOJIOCAaMU KO(eHHOro 11BeTa ObUIO OJIe/IHBIM U UyBCTBEH-
HO KpPacHBBIM.

Ou BbIHYKEH ObLT OTHATh eil okHoe. HaBepHsika oHa Oblia
HU KMBa HU MEPTBA OT CTPaxa, He TOBOPS Y& PO XOJIOJ, OOHAKO
CTOsUIa CIIOKOMHAsA, KaK MpaMOpHasi CTaTysl.

Bnpouewm, HeT, He coBceM. Ecu npurisaerscs NIoBHUMATEb-
Hee, Ha IIEKaX y Hee MPOCTYIHJIN PO30BbIE MTATHA. JIeBUOHKA OT-
HIOb HE TaK XJIaJHOKPOBHA, KAK XOUYET Ka3aTbCs.

N ona monopa. CiuiikoM Mosofa, 4TtoObl MyTaThesl € Ta-
KMM LIMHUYHBIM, CBOEKOPBICTHBIM HErofsieM, Kakum Obut JIxo-
3ep Meppuk.

Psanom ¢ He3HaKOMKOW MUCcHC BrBeH 3aambIBaia pyKu:

— I'ocnonuH, BBI CKa3ajM, YTO KJAETE JaMmy, U KOrja OHa Io-
cTyyaia...

— Bcee B nopsaake, muccuc busen. — He cBond ma3 co ceoen
rocteM, Meppuk B3MaxoM pyKH OTITYCTHJI SKOHOMKY. Emy cie-
J0BaJIO Obl PA303JIUTHCS, YTO €r0 HacTosIas AoObYa u30exana
CUJIKOB, HO JTIIOOOIBITCTBO B35JIO BepX. Tak KTO ke 3Ta Hecpas-
HeHHas? — OcraBbTe Hac.



— Ho BbI 0XH1a71 HBIHYE IPYTYIO JIEAN?

['yObI ero CKpUBHJIHICH B YIIBIOKE.

— Hymato, HeT. — OH OKHMHYJT 6€3MOJIBHYIO JIEBYIIIKY OLIEHHBA-
IOIIMM B3MJISAOM. — S TTIO3BOHIO, KOI/ia BbI TIOHAJ0OMTECH, MHUC-
cuc busen.

HenoomnbHO Bopua cede 1moji Hoc, SKOHOMKA YAAIHIIACh, OCTa-
BMB €ro HaeJAuHe C FOCThEM.

— $I Tak moHuMmaro, mpekpacHass Pobepra yem-To 3aHATa, —
nporoBopus1 MepprK BKPaTI4MBbIM TOHOM.

[MomHele TYOBI NEBYIIKU CKAMCh. [JOTKHO OBITH, y Hee, Kak
Y Y BCEX, BbI3bIBAIM OTBPAIICHHE €r0 IIPaMbl, HO, HE CUMTAs
HECKOJIBKO OJIEPEBEHEJION MO3bl, JepkKajlaCh OHA 3aMeuaTesbHO.
Jlenu Pobepra 3HaeT ero MHOTO JIET U BCE PaBHO MPH KaKIOU
BCTpEYE JPOKUT OT yKaca.

3JI0CTh IOMKUMO BOJIM OMpauywia emy HactpoeHue. OH yxe
MpeIBKyIald, KaK HAy4YUT KEHY CBOEro Ky3eHa BBIHOCUTb €ro
MPUCYTCTBUE, HE CTpaaas MUrpeHblo. [losiBnenue ceil HagMeH-
HOW KpacaBWIIbl pa30ouiao 3Tv Hajexabl. OH Mpas3gHO Trajia,
MPEIJIOKUT JIM OHA COOTBETCTBYIOILILYI0 KOMIIEHCAIIMIO 3a €ro
paszouapoBanue. TpynHo cka3aTb. HEBO3MOXXHO MOYTH HUYETO
pasrIsAAETh MO/ TOW MOHOIIEHHOW HAKUIKOM, C KOTOPOM Ha IO
HATEKJIM JIyKHU BOJBL.

— MeHns 3oByT Cuonn ©opcait, — BbI3bIBAIOILE MPEACTABU-
Jlach IEBYIIKA U TOpIo B3AepHYIIa rojoBy. OH ObLI CIIUIITKOM /1a-
JIEKO, 9TOOBI pACCMOTPETH LIBET IJIa3, HO 3HAJI — OHU HETOYIOIIIe
cBepkaioT. OOpamIieHHbIe TOHKUMHY U3SIIITHBIMEA OPOBSIMH, TJIa3a



ObLTM OOJIBIIUMU U UyTh-UyTh PACKOCBHIMH, TIPUIABasl JIUITY K-
30TUYHOCTH. — 5] Mutajmas cectpa jequ XonopykK.

— Mowu cobone3HoBanusl, — cyxo oto3Baics [[xozed. Teneps
OH MOHS, KTO niepesi HUM. OH clibllall, YTO He3aMYKHSIsl CECT-
pa ®opcaiit xkuBeT B bapcroy-xoe, poqoBOM UMEHUU Ky3€Ha,
XOT$1 HUKOTAA MPEXJE C HEU HE BCTPEYAJICH.

OH monbITasCsl OTHICKATh Kakoe-HuOymb cxoncTBo CuaoHH
¢ cectpoii. PoGepra, BukoHTecca XonOpyk, Obuia IPU3HAHHON
KpacaBuiield, HO B TPAAUIIMOHHOM aHIJIMKACKOM CTWIe. JTa Jie-
BYIIIKA C TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMH ¥ OPEOJIOM HETPOHYTOU 4yBCTBEH-
HOCTH — HEUTO coBepiieHHO nHoe. OH ObLT 3aMHTPHUIOBaH, HO
HUYEM He BbIIAJI CBOETrO MHTEpeca, cesiaB BU, Oy/ATO ee npre3
— CKyuYHerIiee COObITHE.

— A e xe nequ Pobepra B 3ty cinaBHyio Houb? Ecnu 51 He
omuOCs B AaTe, Mbl YCJIOBWJIMCh ITPOBECTU HEAETIO B KOMITAHUU
JpYT C JPYTOM.

Hckopka Top:kecTBa OCBETUJIA JIMIO JEBYIIKHU, OTYETO €€ TEM-
Has KpacoTa 3aXIJIach Kak (pakel.

— Mos cectpa 1 Bac HEAOCTYIIHA, MUCTEP MeppuK.

— 3aro BbI AOCTYIHBL. — OH MPUITPABUIT CBOIO YIBIOKY yrpo-
301.

Ee KopoTkoe caMOJ0BOJILCTBO UCTIAPUIIOCH.

- Ha...

— JoragpiBaioch, 4TO BbI Mpejisiaraete cedsi BMecTo Hee. Bech-
Ma JTI00€3HO, XOTSI M HECKOJIbKO CAMOHAIESIHHO TOJIaraTh, 4To
mobasi cy4yaidHasi KeHIIMHA YIOBJIETBOPUT MOMM TPeOOBaHMU-



M. — OH oTHvJT BUHA ¢ Oe3pa3rureM, HalleJIeHHBIM Ha TO, YTO-
OBl Pa303JIUTh 3Ty JEBYOHKY, KOTOPAsi paCCTPOMJIA €T0 HEUeCTH-
BbIE TUTaHBL. — BoIoCk, 3TO He Balile 00s13aTeNbCcTBO. Baa cectpa
HaJlesana KapTOYHbIX JIOJITOB — HE Bbl. A BIIPOYEM, XOTb U BbI
OuYapoBaTesIbHBI, 51 YBEPEH.

Ee uzgamuHoe ropio JepHy/Ioch, Korma oHa crioTHy’a. [la,
OIpeJeJICHHO HEpBHUYAET, XOTb U Xpadbpurcsi. OH He HACTOJIBKO
XOPOIIMIA YeJIOBEK, YTOObI MOXKaJIeTh 3TY OTBAKHYIO JIEBYIIIKY.
Ho ¢ HekoTopeiM 3amerniatesibctBoM JIxo3ed moiiman ceds Ha
TOM, 4TO B JyIlIe Y HETO LLEeBEJIbHYIOCh COUYBCTBHE. B cBOE Bpe-
Ms ¥ OH ObUT MOJIOA1. OH BCIIOMHUJI, KAKOBO 3TO — PUTBOPSITHCS
CMeJIbIM, KOT/Ia CepILE CKUMAETCs OT CTpaxa.

OH 0e3:XaJOCTHO 33/IBUHYJ HekeJaTeJIbHOe MepeKUBAHUE B
JaJIbHUM YOI, TJIe JepoKall 3alepThiMU BCE CBOM Iy PHBIE BOCIIO-
MUHAHHUS.

— 4 — Bama rutara, mucrep Meppuk. — ['osoc Cuonu npo-
3By4YaJl BlieuaTysiolle XoiaoaHo. Brava, incognita! — Eciu Bbl He
BO3bMETE CBOW BHIUTPHIII C MEHS, JAOJIT CTAHET CTIOPHBIM.

— Tak roBoput Pobepra?

— Yectb TpeOyer. ..

OH pe3Kko, HAATPECHYTO XOXOTHYJI M YBUJE, UTO IEBYIIIKA Ha-
KOHEI| IpOrHyJia — OT €ro U3/IEBKU, a HE OT YPOJIMBOIO JIMIA.

— Yectb He MMeeT BIACTU B 3TOM JloMe, Mucc Popcaiit. Eciu
Ballla CECTPa HE MOXET PaCIUIATUTLCS CBOMM TEJIOM, TO JIOJIKHA
3aIIaTUTh OOBIYHBIM CIIOCOOOM.

Ee ToH oxecrounics.



— Bam npekpacHO U3BECTHO, YTO MOSI CECTPa HE B COCTOSTHUM
MIOKPBITh CBOU PACXO[IBI.

— DTO TPYAHOCTH Ballled CECTPHI.

— § mono3peBaro, Bl 3HAJIM, UTO OHA HE CMOXET YCTOATH I1e-
pen cobma3HOM, KOrjia 3aMaHMBaJIU ee B Urpy. Bol vicnionb3yere
PoGepty, 4ToOBI HACOIUTD JIOPITY XOIOPYKY.

— AX, KaKoe XeCTOKoe OOBUHEHUE, — IIPOTOBOPHJI OH C HAWT-
PaHHBIM UCITYTOM, OJIHAKO €€ MperoyioxkeHus Obuid BepHbl. OH
HE HaMepeBaJICS B TY HOUb 3aMaHUTh PoOepTy B JIOBYIIIKY a/I0JTb-
Tepa, HO MPEJICTABUBINMUICS CITydail BBel Obl B MCKYIIIEHUE Ja-
e Ooslee HpaBCTBEHHOTO YesioBeka, yeM [xozed Meppuk. Oco-
OEHHO KOr/a OH 3HaJ, YTO K mpe3peHuio PoOepTsl mpumenivpa-
eTcs 3710poBast nopuus pusndeckoro BieveHust. — [Ipeanoxurs
ceOs1 B KauecTBe 3aMEHBbl — YEPTOBCKU CUJIbHAS JIEMOHCTPAITHS
CECTPUHCKOH JIIOOBH.

HeByika He orBeTwiia. OH BCTal M MEIJIEHHO JBHUHYJICS K
Heil.

— Ilpexze yeM cornacuThCsl Ha 3Ty 3aMEHY, s JOJKEH YBU-
JeTh, 4To moyy4alo. Mosru y PobepTsl, MOKET, M KypHHBIE, HO
BOT BCE OCTaJIbHOE BECbMA U BECHMA. .. M. .. BIIEUATJISIOIIEE.

— V Hee He KypuHble MO3TU. — Mucc Popcait 4yTh NONSATHU-
J1ach, IOTOM OCTaHOBWJIACh U TIOJO3PUTENIBHO cripocuiia: — Yto
3TO BHI Aej1aeTe, Mmuctep Meppuk?

OH npoposka NpuOIMKaThCS.

— Pa3BopauuBaio cBoi1 ogapok.

— Pa3Bopa?.. — Ha 3T0T pa3 oHa nomnsTuiack, He CKpbIBas Mc-



nyra. — Her!

['yObI ero CKpUBIIIMCH B CAPIOHNYECKON HACMETIIKE.

— Bbi cobupaeTech ocTaBaThesl B CBOSH MOKPOU HaKHUJIKE BCIO
HOYb?

Kpacka Ha ee miekax npocrynuia oryemivsee. OHa ¥ B caMmoM
JieJie HelypHa coO0i — KpeMoBasi Koxka, MojiHbie Tyosl. Terneps,
xoraa /xo3ed ObUT JOCTATOUHO OJIM3KO, YTOOBI 3aIJISTHYTh €1l B
71233, OH yBUEJ, YTO OHU (PHAJIKOBO-KOPUYHEBbIE U OapxaTH-
CTble, KaK aHIOTHHBI [Ia3KU. B HeM 111eBebHY/ICS MYKCKOU MH-
Tepec. He HACTONBKO CHITBLHBIN, Kak BO30YKJEHUE, HO IOCTATOY-
HO HACTOWMYMBBIN, YTOOBI BCKOPE MPEBPATUTHCS B UyBCTBEHHBIN
TOJIOA.

— Ha. To ectb HeT. — OHa NogHSIA APOKAIILYIO PYKY B UEPHOI
KOKaHOW Iepyarke. — Bel mpITaeTech 3aryraTb MEHsI.

OH npojosKa yisl0aThCsl.

— Ecnu u Tak, To, 51 ObI CKa3all, y MeHs 3TO MOy4aeTcs.

Mucc ®opcaiiT BbipsiMuiack. OHa OKaszajiach JOBOJBHO BbI-
COKOM, HO €1 Bce e ObUIO AaJIeKo A0 ero mectu (yToB.

— 4 xe ckazayia BaM, 3a4eM £ 371eChb. Sl HE CTaHy CONMPOTUB-
nsTbhest. Hezauem n3o0paxaTh OrepeToyHoro 310/esl.

— Bbl OyzieTe CHOCUTH MOU OTBpPATUTESIbHBIE JIACKH, HO HE TI03-
BOJINTE MHE CHSAITh C BaC HAKUJKY? ITO HECKOJIBKO IIIYIIO.

OHa nepecraja nITUTbCS UCKJTIOUUTENILHO ITOTOMY, YTO yIep-
Jlach CITMHOM B KaMEHHYIO CTeHy. [J1a3a ee BCIIbIXHYJIU 30J10TH-
CTBIM OTHEM THEBA.

— He Hacmexairech Haio MHOM!



— [louyemy xe? — IeHMBO MOMHTEpPECOBAICA MEPPUK U MPOTS-
HYJI PyKY, YTOOBI Pa3Bsi3aTh 3aBSI3KU Ha ITIee.

OHa BXaJlaCh B CTEHY B TILIETHOM IMOMbBITKE CHACTHUCH.

— MHe 3T0 He HpaBUTCH.

— IIpuBbiKHETE. — PYKH €ro CKOJIB3HY/IM M0 IUIEYaM, MOYyB-
CTBOBAB HAIPs:KEHUE O] TIPOMOKIIEH IEPCThI0. — K ToMy Bpe-
MEHH, KaK Mbl 3aKOHYMM, Bbl IPUBbIKHETE K OY€Hb MHOTOMY.

CuioHM 0OpeUeHHO B3[I0XHYJIA, YEPThI €€ JIUIIA 3a0CTPUITUCh.

— Ilonaraio, BbI paBbl.

HacmenummBocTs yIuia u3 ero rosoca.

— 3Haete, Pobepra 3TOr0 He CTOMT.

Mucc dopcaiiT He oTBesa B3IIs/Ia.

— Her, ctout. Bel He moHNMaeTe.

— boroce, uro Her. — Ecim aeBYOHKa TBEpIO BO3HAMEPUIIACh
OpOCHUTBHCS B OMYT C TOJIOBOM, 3a4eM eMy Bo3paxkarh? OcCOOeHHO
KOI/1a OT Hee MPUSTHO MAaXHET JOKIEM U UyTh-UyThb )KEHIIMHOW.
Korna oH craiumi HakuAKy € ee IJIed U Ta yrajia Ha o MOKpO
Ky4ei, OOHapyKHIJIOCh, UTO IO Hell TpeJieCTHbIE (DOPMBI, CJIOB-
HO CO3JIaHHBIE JIs €0 PYK.

OHa THX0 axHyJa, OCTABIIKCh O€3 HAKUJIKH, U CTOsIIa, IPOKA,
HO TIPY 3TOM BOMHCTBEHHO BBITISITUB MOJOOPOIOK.

— 4 rorosa.

— ComHeBatoch, bella. — OH noBHUMAaTeIbHEE TPUTIISIZIETICS K
€€ OlIekK[E U CIIPOCUJ C HEMOAJIENIbHBIM YKacoM: — YTo 310 Ha
Bac HageTo?

B3risiz1, KOTOpBIT OHA METHYJIA, CBUJIETETLCTBOBAJ 00 OCTPO



HETIPUSI3HU.

— A 4TO BaM HE HpaBUTCS?

OH HeomoOpUTEIHHO OIJIs/IeN Oeoe MYCIMHOBOE IUIaThe C
00OpKaMH, CJIUIIIKOM MaJIeHbKOE JJIs1 Hee, CIIUIITKOM JIETKOE /11
TaKOW HEHACTHOM IMOTOAbl, CIUIIKOM HEMOIHOE, CJIMIIKOM... B
00I1IeM, BCE CITUIITKOM.

— Hudero, eciv Bbl OfICThI, YTOOBI UT'PaTh KEPTBEHHYIO JI€B-
CTBEHHMILY.

— [Touemy kxe? — cipocuiia OHa C TOPSYHOCTBIO. — S Be[lb J1€B-
CTBEHHMIIA.

OH 3akaTui rnasa.

— Hy pasymeercs. Torga nouemy Bbl BpydaeTe MHE CBOIO JIEB-
CTBEHHOCTb, a HE JIae€Te CBOEH INIyINOM CECTPUILIE CaMOW pacxJie-
OBbIBaTh Kallly, KOTOPYIO OHA 3aBapuJia.

— Bol BezieTe cedst OCKOpOUTENTBHO, CIP.

OH ycmexnyiics. JleByIiika oka3zaiach Kyaa 3abaBHee, yem Po-
Oepra. Pobepra yxe ycrpouia 66l eMy uctepuky. OTHaKO HEBO3-
MOXHO TIPEJICTaBUTh, YTOOBI 3T ClepKaHHAs OOTMHS Tpuoderia
K TaKOMY Cpe/ICTBY. BBITh MOXKeET, eMy, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TIOBE3-
70. Ero 3arauBinieecst pazapaxeHue u3-3a uHTpur Podeprsl, yTu-
Xaorree noj BJIMSHUEM JIEP3KOTr0 BbI30BA 3TOW MPEJIECTHOU Jie-
BYIIIKH, icye3J1o Oe3 ciesia. 3aMaHuTh PoOepTy B JIOBYIIKY OBLIO
JIeJIOM OTHIOAb HE CJIOKHBIM, XOTh MEPCIEKTUBA HACTABUTh PO-
ra CBoeMy Ipe3peHHOMY Ky3€eHY U MPe/ICTaBIsIach BeChbMa MpH-
BiekaresbHor. CoOnasHenue xe Cugonn dopcaiiT o6ernano Bo-
UCTUHY MPEKPACHOE Pa3BJIcUcHUE.



— DTO MOe JIyylliee IJ1aTbe, — Ha/IMEHHO 3asiBriia Mucc Pop-
CaMT.

OH HacMEeNUTMBO Mojeprai OOBUCIITYI0 0OOPKY BOKPYT BbIpe-
3a.

— Bo3MoxHO, Korza BaMm ObUIO IMATHALLATE. — B3I ero 3a-
OCTpHJICS. — A CKOJIBKO BaM BOOOIIE-TO JIeT?

— JIBaanars yetsipe, — mpodopMoTasia oHa. — A Bam?

— Cnumikom crap ais Bac. — B cBou Tpuanarh JBa OH ObuI
HEHAMHOTO CTapilie 1O rojiaM, HO Ha MWIJIHMOH JIeT CTapile Mo
orbITy. VI B 3TOT MWIJIMOH JIeT OH He ObUT 00pa3iioM Oaropasy-
MHUSI.

Ee 11110 ocBeTUI0Ch BHE3AIMHOW HAJIEK I0M.

— ITO 03HAYAET, YTO BBl MEHS OTIIYCTUTE?

Ha 10T pa3 oH paccMmessca B OTKPBITYIO.

— Hu 3a ytO Ha cBere.

Omna no6nenHena ot crpaxa. OH OOHS ee OHOW PYKOH 3a
TUIEYH, TOJIble TIO/l TOHKUM JcpoM. [Tpy cOnpruKOCHOBEHUH YTO-
TO HEOOBSICHUMOE MPOU3OIILIO MEXKIy HUMH, CJIOBHO MPOOeKa-
na uckpa. Korja oHa BCKMHY/Ia Ha HEro UCIyraHHbIe I71a3a, OH
HIOTPY3UJICS TIPSIMO C TOJIOBOM B UX OapxaTucTthle riiyouHsl. OHa
3aJIpoKaja, U OH OCJIa0WII U CMATYMI OObATHE.

— Yero BHI k1eTe? — BHIJABUJIA JEBYIITKA CKBO3b 3YOBI.

Briceus ero maso 3a 1o, 4YTO OH ee My4uT, HO J[xo3eda mo-
IpekHEMY OJI0JIEBAIIO JIIOOONBITCTBO. OH MOTHS IPYTYIO PYKY K
No100POJIKY U TTOBEPHYJI e JHIIO. Tak OJIM3KO OH pa3inyalt Kax-
JyI0 PECHUYKY Y 30JIOTUCTBIE OOOIKH BOKPYT 3paykoB. Hosmpu



€e pa3Iy/rch, CJIOBHO OHA BOMpasa ero 3amnax TOYHO TaK ke, Kak
OH BOMpaU ee.

Wnu, ObITh MOXKET, OHA TaK HAIyTraHa, 4YTO He MOXKET JbIIIIATh ?

— Bompoc B ToM, OyaeT Jin coBpailileHUe HEBECTKM MOETo Bpa-
ra TaKMM ke 3alIOMUHAIOIIUMCS, KaK COBpPAIIEHUE €ro >KeHbl? —
MIPOMYPJIbIKAIT OH.

— VOIo1oK . . . — MpOIIuMIiesia OHa, 00/1aB ero JIMIO TETUIbIM bl
XaHUEM.

OH ynbIOHYJICS, KOT/IA T71a3a ee pacHIMPHIIUCh OT CTpaxa.

— CogepiieHHO BepHO, belladonna.

OH MeJJIeHHO HaKJIOHWJICS M TIPHJTBHYJT PTOM K TyOaM JICBYIII-
KM. 3anax J0XJEBOM CBEKECTH yJapui B HO3/IPH, BCKPYKHUB I0O-
JIOBY HeTepreauBbM oxugaHrneM. OHa He OTCTpaHUJIach, HO Ty-
Obl OCTaBAUCh TUIOTHO CKATHIMH. ATIIACHOE TEIUIO OIbSHIJIO
Ixo3eda.

OH ckonb3HYJ ry0aMu 1o ee rydam, ckopee, B HEKoeM Hame-
K€ Ha MOLIeTy#, YeM B HacTosieM noienye. [axe korna KpoBb
BCKUIIENIA B JKWJIAX, HACTaWBasi, YTOO OH OBJIAJIEI €10, YTO OHA
3[IeCb UMEHHO 17151 3Toro, [lxo3ed Meppuk coXpaHus COMpU-
KOCHOBEHHE JIETKUM, JIpa3HsImuM. M He cxruMan oObsATHIA, YTO-
Obl ynepkaTh ee. ATOHUSI HEONPeIeIeHHOCTH IPaHNYWIIA C Ha-
CJIAKJICHUEM, TTIOKa OH 3K/aJl, KOTJIa OHA BBIPBETCS, MPOKJIMHAS U
noHocs ero. Ho oHa ocraBanach HENMOABMKHOM, Kak apgopo-
Basl CTaTy3TKa.

He 6onee yem yepe3 MraoBerre Meppurk MOIHSLI TOJIOBY, TO-
TPSICEHHBIN TEM, UYTO €My He XOTeJIOCh IMPEpPbIBATh ITOT HEBbI-



pasuTesbHbld nouenyil. OH CyIOpOXKHO B3JOXHYJI, MPOTUBSCH
CWJIbHEUIIEMY ITOPBIBY IOLIETIOBATh €€ Kak cienyeT. Ensa im co-
BpallleHle HEeBECTKHU Jiopaa XolIOpyKa JOCTaBUT eMy OOJIbIIIoe
YIOBJIETBOPEHHE, HO y HEro ObLIO HEXOPOIIee YyBCTBO, YTO 3TO
COMHEHHE €r0 He OCTAaHOBUT.

['maza ee OblM OONMBIIMME M TEMHBIMU OT TOTpsiceHusl. I1o-
TOMY YTO OH nouenoBai ee? My noroMy 4to Ha OfIMH KpaTKU1
MUT €i 3TO MOHPABUIIOCH?

— Hy, uro xe Bl Megsiute? — ['osioc ee ocun. — Konuaiite yxe
C 9TUM.

Jl’xo3ed YKOpU3HEHHO MOCTydas MO IeKe JEBYIIKU yKa3a-
TEJIbHbIM aJIbLIEM.

— 41 emie He 0Oea, — MATKO OTO3BAJICS OH U OTITYCTHII €e.

OHa nokavHyJach, HO JOBOJILHO OBICTPO 0OpeJia paBHOBECHE.
JlpIXaH1e HEPOBHBIMU B3/I0XaMH BBIPHIBAJIOCH U3 MPUOTKPBITHIX
ry0. OH npeamnoyuTai ee rHeB ysa3BUMocTd. [lomumo Bom ee
YA3BUMOCTh pa3be/ialia ero 0e3:KaJloCTHOCTh, KaK piKaBUMHA Ke-
J€30.

— CocraBuTe MHE KOMITAaHUIO?

Ona Gpocuiia Ha Hero B3IJIsI, MOJHBIA BIIOJTHE 3aCTyKEHHOM
HEHABUCTH.

— 41 He ronogHa.

— JKasnb. CerogHst Bam MOHAI00ATCS CUJTHL.

He noxupasce, korga A0 Hee JOMAET CMbIC] CKa3aHHOTO, OH
CEJI U MTO3BOHMUJI B KOJIOKOJIbUMK. Muccrc bruBen nosBuiace no-
JO3PUTENILHO OBICTPO. JIOMKHO OBITH, TIONCITYIIMBAJIA TIOf JIBE-



pblo. Bripouem, pa3BiieueHus Tak peaku B 3aMke KpeiiBeH, 4to
Jlxo3ed He BUHMII ee.

— Moxerte nmogaBath 00ea, muccuc buseH, — 60apo pacnopsi-
JWJICS OH, 32 YTO YAOCTOMJICA 033/Ia4€HHOTO B3IVIsJa CBOEU KO-
HOMKH.

— Ciymatoch, rocovH. A 1Jis Balleu Jambl?

Mucc PopcalT ocranach CTOATh TaM, IJ€ OH IOLIENOBAI €€.
OHa BHOBb NOXOJWJIA HA MPAMOPHYIO CTaTylo, HO Telepb, Mpu-
KOCHYBIIIKCH K HEW, OH 3HaJI, YTO OHA U3 TUIOTU U KPOBH, — O J1a!

— Ha nBonx?

JleByllika He oTpearupoBaia. boxke MUIOCTUBBIN, HEYKTO €r0
nonenyi csizan ee s3b90k? OH Hajesicsi yOequTh ee BHOBb
BOCIIOJIb30BaThCsl UM. Yl He [1s1 yCThIX pa3rOBOPOB.

Jxo3ed obparmics k muccuc buseH:

— Her, Ha onHoro. [Ipoiny Bac, MOKaxuTe Jeau ee MOKOH, a
o0eJl MOXeT nojiaTh MHe Muctep buBeH.

— Xopoo, rocriofguH. — [locie KOPOTKHX KoyeOaHui KO-
HOMKA 3allapKaJia Mpoyb, a JICBYIIKA MMOJXBATUIA CBOM CKYJHBIN
Oarax W nocjegoBaia 3a Heu.

Kaxk 6b1 JIxk03edy xotenoch ObITh TaM, Koraa mucc Popcaitt
OOHApPYXHWT, YTO B 3TOM BETXOM OOUTAJIMIIE €€ MOKOW — 3TO U
€ro IOKOU TOXE.



I'maBa 2

CuloHN CchekWIach 1oJ OJEsJIOM B OTPOMHOM KPOBAaTU I0J
OangaxuHOM. 3a OKHaMu OyIleBajl BeTep, KUAAsCh Ha CTEHbI
3amka. OT ero peBa OHa UyBCTBOBaJsa ceds ere Ooee 6e33aruT-
Ho#. CTpax npeciesoBal ee ¢ Tex Iop, Kak ABa IHs Ha3zaj B bap-
croy-xoiie Pobepra npuiuia Kk Heil ¥ B3MOJIMJIACh O TIOMOILM.
Crpax cTHCKMBaJ BHYyTPEHHOCTH U KOMOM CTOSUI B TOpJIE.

Waty Ha MONATHBIA OBUTO yke To3aHO. YTo OBl HU cresnal
Meppuk ¢ CuioHH, ITO HE MOXKET CPABHUTBCS C IOCIIEICTBUSIMH,
eciM YWibsiM OOHapyKHT, YTO jkeHa ObliIa B TIOCTEJIN C ero Bpa-
roM. BespaccynctBo PoGepTsl moctaBuiio moxa yrposy ux BCex:
Cunonn, Pobepry u ee nereit — Hukonaca n Tomaca.

Ho kak Cuonu caep:xath cBoii rHeB? PoOepra Oblia eit 00/1b-
I1I€ MaTepblo, YEM CECTPOM, KOIZla OHM KWJIM I0J, OIIEKOU paB-
HOIYIIHBIX poxuTesnieid. 3atem Pobepra cMeHMIa XOIOIHYIO OT-
LIOBCKYIO TUPAHHUIO Ha JKECTOKOCTh My:Ka. 3a BOCEMb JIeT Opaka
PoGepra u3 xK13HEpa0CTHON HEXKHOM IEBYILIKH MPEeBpaTUIach B
W3JepraHHylo TeHb. [IpekHsasa BecenocTs MpomisaapiBaia B HE,
b Koraa PoGepra BeIMIphIBajia 32 KAPTOUHBIM CTOJIOM.

Korpa kapra na eit, PoGepra coBepiiieHHO 3a0bIBajia O TIO-
cnenctBusix. HerpynHo Obuto mpencraButh, Kak xxozed Mep-
PUK JIOBKO 3aMaHUBaJ €€ B OMYT UT'Pbl, [TOKa HAKOHEL K€Ha Bpa-
ra He OKa3aJlach B €ro BJIACTH.

W3 ropmoctyt 1 4TOOBI M30€KaTh TYOMTEILHOTO CKaHJala, 1



Yunbsam u PoGepra aepkayiv HeOIaronoixydue CBOETo COo3a
BTaliHe OT cBeTa. JIxxo3ed Meppuk MOr 1 He NPeACTaBIIATh, Ka-
KUMH OelaMHi T'PO3UT HEBUHHBIM, KOTJa MPUHUMAT PACIUCKU
nequ Xonopyk. Vnu goraaeiBascs, HO eMy ObUIO HArlIeBaTh.

[Tostomy Tenepr Cunonu xaana B nocrenu [xozeda Mep-
pUKa, KaK kepTBeHHass oBeuka. OHa Jorajganach, 4ro 3TO TMO-
KoM Meppuka, XOTsl eJUHCTBEHHBIM CBHUJIETEJILCTBOM €rO TMpU-
CYTCTBHS ObLIT HAOOP TSIKENBIX cepeOpsHbIX IETOK Ha TyaseT-
HOM CTOJIMKE M KaKOW-TO €Ba YJIOBUMBIH 3arax, JIep:KaBIIUICs
Ha MOCTeJIbHOM OeJibe U B BO3[yXeE.

Korjaa oH norienoBa ee TaM, BHU3Y, TO CJIOBHO OCTAaBUJI B €€
YYBCTBaX KAaKOH-TO CJieJl, U 3TO €l He HPAaBUJIOCh. DTO Myrajio
€e MOYTU TaK K€ CUJIbHO, KaK M TO, YTO JIOJUKHO TPOU30WTHU B
9TOM cBepKatomen komHare. Korga Crgonu npencrasisa, Kak
OH BJIaBJIMBAET €€ B MaTpac CBOMM MOIIHBIM TEJIOM, OHa TOTOBA
ObLIa 3aKpUYATh.

KomHnara, B KOTOpOW OHa HaxoAuJach, He MPUHOCKUIIA YCIIO-
KoeHus. Hanpotus, juib ycyryOssiia pacTyuid CTpax v BMe-
CTe ¢ TeM 03ajlaurBaja ee. Takou B BBICIIIEH CTENEHU CTPAaHHOU
KOMHATBHI el ellle BUAETh He TOBOAMIOCH. 30JI0TO ObLIO MOBCIO-
Jly: Ha pe3HOM CTapOMOJIHOM MeOeJv, Ha HAaCTeHHBIX Opa U KaH-
nensiopax, B OOJECKUBAIOIINX METAJUTMIECKUX HUTSIX MOPThEP
u kKoBpoB. Beiony CuoHu Buzesa ceds, OTpakaloyocs B Oec-
KOHEYHOM MHOXECTBe 3epKajl. [lo30104eHHbIe 3epKaiia, pa3Be-
IIaHHbIE TI0 CTeHaM BMecTo KapTuH. [curie — 6osbioe 3epkaio
B MMOJBM)KHON paMe — B KaXJOM yITy. 3epKajia Ha/l TyaJleTHbIM



CTOJIMKOM, HaJl KOMOJIOM, MeX]ly JIBepuamu rapaepooa. Ho ca-
MBIM YAMBUTETBHBIM U MYTAOIIXM OBLIO OOMBINOE 3epKaJIo, HOM-
BEIIIEHHOE HaJl KPOBaThIO.

3TO CBUIETENIHCTBO TIIECIABUS €€ JesITeTbHOrO X03sIMHa 03a-
naunBasio Cumonu. Ero HeOpekHas ofex/a He yKasblBajia Ha
ype3MepHoe camomooue. HaBepHsika 000l HOPMAaJIbHBIN Ye-
JIOBEeK m30eras Obl JIIOOOBATHCS C TAKOW OfIEP)KUMOCTBIO CBOUM
YPOACTBOM.

Kak orpaxeHue B BbIIIIMHE, OHA BUJENA OJIETHYIO AEBYIIKY,
JIeXKAIIYIo MPSIMO M HEMOJBIIKHO, KaK TPYII, MO TSDKEJIBIM Ofie-
SUIOM, 30JI0ThIM, pa3ymeetcs. ['ycTble KalTaHOBble BOJIOCHI 3a-
JyecaHbl Ha3a/ U 3aIIeTeHbl B TOJICTYIO KOCY, MEPEKUHYTYIO Ha
rpyab. eByniky, Jiexaiyo B oguHodectse. Mucrep Meppuk,
TIOXO’Ke, He CTIEIINII 3asBUTh TpaBa Ha CBOIO 0OBIYY.

ChHavasia CujioHu cujiena, npsiMasi, Kak IIOMIION, Ha CTYyJIe, HO
B MIPOMOKIIIEM TIaThe OUYeHb CKOPO Havasia APOXKaTh U Mepeoje-
Jlach B HOUHYIO pyOariky. Bpems 1o, oTMedyaemoe yacamu u3
30J109€HOM OpOH3BI Ha IMM(OHBEPKE, U OHA 3a0pasiach B KPOBATb.
Kakoii cmbicn oTTsATMBaTh HEM30ekHOEe?

Ona MpayHO rajgana, nposiBuia Obl Meppuk Oofblile MbLIa,
ecau Obl BMECTO HEONBITHOW HE3HAKOMKH 3[IeCh TIOSIBUJIACH ee
cectpa. Pazymeercs, on 3amanuBan cioga Podepry He motomy,
YTO MBUIAJT K Hel cTpacThio. OH 3aMBICTVIT 3TY UHTPUTY, YTOOBI
B3SITh BEPX HaJ] CBOMM KY3€HOM — JIOpIOM XMJIOPYKOM. DTO MPo-
CTO OYepeqHOM JKECTOKUW MOSAMHOK My 3aKJSThIMU Bpara-
MH.



CrucnyB onesio, CuIoHM pU3BaJia Ha MOMOIIb BCE CBOE Ca-
mMooOnaganue. Ho cmenocts ee IporHysna, Koraa oHa MpecTa-
BUJIA, Kak MeppHK NpoTajkuBaercsl B Hee. byner jm oH xaaTh,
4100 OHAa paznenack? JloykHa Jiu oHa OylIeT. .. IOTparuBaThCs 10
Hero? [Touenyer jiu oH ee cHoBa? Kak HU Heserno, HO 3TO el ca-
MO Ka3ajiochk OobIoi yrpo3oil. Ero nonenyii mpusen ee myrry
B cMsATeHue. OH ObUT LIEIOMYIPEHHBIM, KaK TOIenyid peOeHKa.
XoTs TOT (pakT, 4T0 MeppHK yKe I1aBHO He peOEHOK, JIMIIIAT ero
VCKpEHHEN HEBUHHOCTH.

Ee Hukorna pasbliie He 11eJI0Bajl HU OfiluH My:xunHa. C xena-
HUEM.

Kak rpyctHo, 4TO ee nepBblil MOLETYH CIy4YUJICS MPU TaKUX
OTBPATUTENLHBIX OOCTOSTENCTBAX. [ PYCTHO M, KaK HU CTBIA-
HO TIPU3HATBCS, HEMHOTO OOHMHO, MO0 €ro moueayi He ObuT eit
HETpUATEH, XOTA U JIojbkeH Obl. Tlonenyit Meppuka ckopee 3a-
UHTPUTOBAJ e, YeM pa3o3iuil. KakoBo 3o OyzieT, Koraa oH Mo3-
BOJIUT ceOe JIpyrue BOJIbHOCTH — IIOMUMO To1eTyeB?

Her, ona He craner 00 3Tom aymatb. He craner...

Jlerue ckazarp, yem cpenaTh, KOTrjia OHA JIEKUT B TOCTENU
Meppuxka.

XOTs ee XO3MH YK€ JJaBHO YTPATUJ 3aKOHHOE MPaBO MOJIb-
30BaThcst MMeHeM Meppuk. Emy crenoBano 6b1 Hocuth (pamu-
Mo cBoe Marepu. [Ixo3ed Meppuk — CbiH DHTOHM, TOKOMHO-
ro BUKOHTa XWIOpPYKa U €ro UCMaHCKOU JIIOOOBHUIIbI, CUNTAB-
mierics xkeHor. Korma mutaammii 6pat BUKOHTA YCIEITHO OCIIO-
pun ux Opak, /xo3ed ObuT OOBSIBIEH HE3aKOHHOPOXKICHHBIM.



[locne cMepTH DHTOHU €r0 IUIEMSHHUK YWJIbSM YHACJIEAOBAI
ATy XUJIOPYKOB ¥ Bpaxaa Mexy [[xo3edom 1 Ky3eHOM, BO3-
HUKIIAs elle B JeTCTBE, CTajla O)KECTOUEHHee.

Cunionu noexunack. HerpyaHo cebe npecTaBuTh, Kakoil Obl-
71a Obl peakiust Yuiibsima, Korjia Obl OH y3HaJI, 4TO KeHa HACTABU-
Jla eMy pora C ero yorimoakoM Ky3eHOM, a Be/ib HaBepHska Mep-
pPUK TO0OMBaJICS UMEHHO 3Toro. HamomuHanue o TomM, 4to cama
KU3Hb POOEPTHI 3aBUCHT OT TOTO, YTO MPOU3OMIET B ITOU MOCTE-
Jm, yKkpenwio pemmmocts Cuonu. Jlo Tex nmop rnoka JBepb He
oTKpbUIack U [Ixo3ed Meppuk He BO3HHK B JABEPHOM IIpoeMe
3TOI OCBEIIEHHON CBEYaMH KOMHATEHL.

[ TyOWMHHBIN JKEHCKUW CTpaX, TYCTOH M TATYYMA, Kak CMoJa,
yrHe3awics B xkenyake CHIOHM, KOTAa OHA MPUMOIHSIIACh Ha
MOATOJOBHUK. MeppuK, MPUCTOHMBIIMICS K JIBEPHOMY KOCS-
Ky CO CKpEIIeHHBIMU Ha KPEMKOU rpyau pyKamu, MoKa3aJics e
HEBO3MOKHO OoibiiiM. CBET cBeueil Mepliai Ha ero u3ypojo-
BAaHHOM JIM1Ie, IPUaBasi EMy CaTAaHUHCKUIA BUJL.

B omHux TonbKO Opwakax W pyoOalike OH JIOJKeH ObUT Obl
yKacCHO Mep3HyTb. BeposATHO, y HEro Kakoe-To CBepXuesioBeye-
CKO€ CONpPOTUBJIEHHE X0oay. Jlake HECMOTpPs Ha MbUIAIOUINN B
KaMuHe oronb, CHJIOHUM OblIa paja 30J0TOMY OfesiTy, KOTopoe
corpesajio ee. M ckpsiBasio ot ero B3nisgaa. Yro 6s10 rimymo. o
KOHIIAa 3TOW HOYM OH CJIeJIaeT Topasao OoJbllie, YeM MPOCTO To-
CMOTPUT Ha Hee.

XO035IMH 3aMKa Pas3rJIsIbIBAI €€ C TeM Xke U3YJaIolIM JII000-
MBITCTBOM, KOTOPOE OHa 3aMeTHJIa eitle BHU3Yy. OHa He MpeJIcTaB-



Jisi1a, 0 yeM oH gymaeT? OH MOTHYJI FOJIOBOM B CTOPOHY MOIHOCA
HA TYaJIETHOM CTOJIUKE:

— Bbl mouTtn HUYEro He eJu.

— Her. — HepBo3HocTh nuinuia ee annerura. OHa He efia ¢
CaMoro 3aBTpakKa, Korja yepe3 CHITy 3acTaBujIa ceOst IPOIJIOTUTh
KyCOYeK TOCTa U BHIMUTH Ya0. CHJOHU CIJIOTHYJIA, YTOOBI CMO-
YUTh MEpPecoXIliee ropyio, U nocrapagach NpUAaTh roJoCy CHO-
KOKCTBHSI, KOTOPOTO He OBLJIO M B IOMUHE. — BBIJIO 04YeHb JI00e3-
HO C Balllell CTOPOHBI ITPUC/IATh MHE €]1y.

OH nmozxaJt rieyamu, Kak Oy/1To 3To ObllIa HUYEro He 3HaJaIast
epyHaa. B nocneanue roael CuaoHu BUeIa Majo MpOsIBIEHUN
JOOPOTHI M HAy4UJIach LeHUTh ee. OH TpUCa elle U ropsIyio
Boxy. [locre 1ie10ro AHSI MyTH OHA YYBCTBOBAJIA ce0sl yCTaBIIen
Y U3MOTAaHHOUN — yMBbIBaHUE YyAEeCHBIM 00Pa30M BOCCTAHOBHLIO
ee CUJIBI.

— He couture Moe 3aMeuaHue 3a KOMIUIMMEHT, HO TO, YTO BbI
Jefaete, — camasi HaCTosIIIAs [TyHOCTb.

MeppuK pasrisiaplBall €€ Tak NPUCTAIBHO, CJIOBHO Hamepe-
BAJICSI BBIYAUTDb U3 HEE BCE CaMble COKPOBEHHbIE TalHbl. O/1Ha U3
9TUX TallH JjaBaJia el OOJIbllle BJIACTH Haj HUM, YEM OH MOT ce-
Oe mpencraBuTh. [lypHOe mpeauyBCTBHE 3aTOMUIIO €€, CTSIHYB B
TYroW y3eJ1 BHyTPEHHOCTH, YXe U 0e3 TOro CKaBIIHecs: B KOMOK
OT cTpaxa. 3HaHue, KOTOPhIM OHA 00J1a1asa, ObLJIO OMAaCHBIM, a B
r1yOvHe JyIy OHAa 3Hajia, 4To Kak Bpar MeppHK rpo3eH u Oec-

TIOIIA/IEH.
Cunonu cena, mpuKuMasi 30JI0T0€ OJIESIO K TPYIH.



— Ilox rmynocTsio Bbl Opa3yMeBaeTe MOe HaMepeHue nepe-
crnath ¢ BaMu? — SI3BUTEJIBHO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

B Harpasy 3a CBOIO pe3KOCTh OHa MOTY4YHIa KPUBYIO YJIBIOKY.
YV Hero ObUT KPAaCUBBI POT, BRIPA3UTENbHBINA, JOCTATOUHO IIE[-
PhIiA, 4TOOBI HAMEKATh HA YYBCTBEHHOE MAaCTEpPCTBO 3a Ipejesa-
MU €€ TTO3HAHUM.

— Yro Oyner, korja Bl BhifijieTe 3aMysk? Kak Bbl oObsicHUTE
CBOEMY MYKY OTCYTCTBUE Y BacC I€BCTBEHHOCTU?

— 51 HUKOr/Ia He BHIY 3aMyXk, — oTBeTUIa CUJIOHU TBEPIO, C
a0COIOTHOU yOesKIeHHOCThI0. M MpUroToBuIach K BO3pakeHu-
sim. J171s1 GONBIIMHCTBA JTI0/IeN HETIOHSATHO: KaK KEHIIMHA MOXKET
XOTETb OCTaBaThCSl HE3aMYKHEeu ?

BeipaxxeHue ero auia ocraBajgoch HEUTPAIbHbBIM.

— Tonarato, onbiT PoGepThl OTBpaTUI Bac OT UIEH 3aMyKe-
cTBa. B uHTEpecax crpaBeyIMBOCTH AOJIKEH CKa3aTh: YUJIbSIM —
IJIOXOM IIPEJCTaBUTEN b MYKCKOT'O 10JIa.

Omna BCKUHYJIA TOJIOBY.

— BONBIIMHCTBO 3HAKOMBIX MHE MYKUMH — IIJIOXUE MPe/ICcTa-
BUTEJIM. DTOU3M, HAIMEHHOCTh U TPyOOCTh — MOXO%kE, HEOThEM-
JIEMbIE COCTABJISIIOIINE MYKCKOM HaTypBbl.

— Aii-aii-aii. §I KpacHer 3a CBOM MOJ, — MIYTJIMBO OTO3BAJICS
OH.

— U BBI Bpsiz1 U sIBJISIETECHh UCKJIIOUEHUEM, — TOPBKO MPOro-
BOpWJIA OHA.

— Bama npasna, noporas Jiegu. — Meppuk OTJIenuiIcs OT KO-
csIKa U HECTIENTHO MOJIOIIEN K MofHocy. — Tak, 4To y Hac TyT?



CuaoHn HaxMypuiach, B 3aMeUIATENIbCTBE CJellsl 32 HUM
B3DIsiA0M. Ero manepa rnoBeieHrs He BbIpakajia HUKAKOM CIelll-
k. OHa-To ObLTa yBepeHa, 4To OH Oy/eT HacTauBaTh Ha OCY-
IIECTBJIEHUU CBOMX IpaB, €/1Ba TOJIbKO BOKET. TO, UTO OHa UyB-
CTBYET, BUJIsI OTCYTCTBUE Y HETO SHTY3Ua3Ma, HE MOXKET ObITh JI0-
canoii. He tak mu? U Bce ke ObUIO HEUTO YHU3UTETIBHOE B TOM,
YTO YE€JIOBEK, KOTOPOrO Thl CYMTAJIA HEUCITPABUMBIM PACITy THU-
KOM, HE CIHELIMT C/IeIaTh CBOE YEPHOE JIEIO.

MepprK He OIpaBJbIBajl CTpAlIHBIX OXuAaHui. PoOepra
OIMMCHIBAJIA €r0 KaK JIbSIBOJIbCKOTO COOJIA3HUTENS, MYXKUHHY,
HEBOOOPa3UMO ypOIIMBOrO M 0e300pa3Horo. Briepebie yBujeB
ero o, CHUI0HM yX)KacHyJach TIaBHBIM 00pa3oM MOTOMY, 4TO
TaKue IIPaMbl MOTJIA ObITh PE3YJILTATOM JIMIIb CTPAITHBIX, MY-
YUTEJIbHBIX paHEeHUN. Teneps ke, Jaxe Mocyie uX KOPOTKOro 3Ha-
KOMCTBA, OHA BU/IeJIa YeJIOBEKa, CKPbIBAIOIIETOCs 3a STUMHU IIpa-
MaMu. DTOT YeJIOBeK He uyaoBuile. Ero uepTsl MHTpUTYIOT OO0JTb-
1ie. Y Hero MHTEPECHOE JIULIO, MOJTHOE MY KECTBEHHOCTU U yMa.
IopasurenbHoe.

HepBHo rajas, B Kakylo Urpy OH UTPAET, OHa CMOTpeJia, Kak
OH OTpe3aJl apy JOMTUKOB TBEPIOTO KEITOrO ChIpa U MOJOKUI
UX Ha Kpekepbl. [lJisi TAKOrO KPYMHOTO MYKYMHBI y HEro Obl-
JIV yIMBUTEJIHHO U3AIIHBIE PyKU. B HEpOBHOM cBeTe pyOMHOBOE
KOJIBLIO MPAYHO BCIBIXUBAJIO — Kak npegoctepexkenne. OHa 0xu-
Jajia, 4To MOYyBCTBYET BpakeOHOCTh U cTpax. M mouyBcTBOBa-
na. Ipyrue sMoiuu ObLI MEHee OTYETIIMBBIMU: JTIOOOIBITCTBO —
BHE BCSIKMX COMHEHUI, HACTOPOXEHHOE COMMKEHHE, UYTO-TO eIlle



— BOJIHYIOIIIEE Y HE3HAKOMOE.
Kryuuit uaTepec Oecriokoms ropasfo Oojblle, YeM CTpax

i HenpusizHb. OHa BocnipuHUMaina Meppuka ¢ Kakoi-To Ku-

BOTHOM OCTPOTOM, KOTOPOI HUKOT]a paHbIlle HEe UCTIBITHIBAJIA.

OH npotsHya e Tapenky. He 3agymbiBasich, Cuionu B3siia
KPeKep 1 OTKYCHJIa KyCOUEK, a OH TEM BPEMEHEM OTOLLIEN U IPU-
CJIOHWJICS K pE3HOMY CTOJIOMKY B M3HOKbe KpoBaTu. TeHb yibIO-
KM Urpaja y Hero Ha ryoax. ['J1a3a ee OTMETHIIM KOHTYDP PE3KO
OUYEepUYEHHON BEpXHEH T'yObl, BBHICTYNAIONIYIO TIOJHOTY HWKHEW.
TpeBoxkalasi cMecbh cTpaxa U OCTPOro MHTepeca, KOTOPYI OH
npoOysK/1al, mocesijia B IyIie CMsTeHue U OECTIOKOUCTBO.

— 51 nymaua, 4TO BbI... — Hauana CuIoHU, HO IOTOM YCOMHH-
J1ach, pa3yMHO JIM YIIOMUHATH O €0 IUIaHaX 00eCUEeCTUTbD ee.

— Mory ce6e npeactaButh. — OH CHOBA MPOTSIHY.T TAPEJIKY.

Oma B3s71a ele JBa Kpekepa.

— ITouemy BbI 31€CH?

— B aroii cnanbae? @y, mucc Popcaiit, Bbl Yepecuyp 3aCTeH-
YUBBI.

Ona nokpacHesna OT yHUKEHUS.

— Her.

OH BepHyJI TapeliKy Ha MOJHOC M HAJIWII IBa OOKasa Kjiapera.

— Bbl nmeere B Buay — B 3aMke KperiseH?

— la. — OHa B3s171a O0Kau 1 caenana rotok. [lotowm ere oauH.
[TpusTHOE TEmIo 4y Th MPUITYIINJIO TpeBory. Pyka, cTrckuBaio-
I1ast ONiesyIo C TAKOW CHUJIOM, UTO MoOesiesi KOCTSIIKY, paccia-
ounack. — He yno6uee 6b110 06 coOma3Huth Pobepty B ®epun?



Heckonbko net Hazag Meppuk Ky PepHr — UMEHUE, ITPU-
MBIKaoIiee K 0OBETIIAIOMY BeJIMYeCTBEHHOMY bapcroy-xomy.
A TIOTOM MCTpaTWJI LIEJIOE€ COCTOSIHUE, CO3[1aBasi PEe3UCHLMIO,
JOCTOMHYIO BUKOHTA. Jla 4TO Tam BUKOHTA — caMoro npuHLa. Cu-
JOHWM HUKOT/A He Oblia Jasibiiie BOpoT depHU, HO B CPAaBHEHUH
C TeM, YTO OHA BUJEJIA CHAPYkH, YeTCyopT MOXOAMII HA JIAuyTy.
Cocenu NOCTOSHHO CIJIETHUYAJIM O BEJIUKOJICIIUM 10Ma, XOTA Y
HUX XBaTaJIO yMa JeJiaTh 3TO HE B IPUCYTCTBUM YWuibsiMa. Cujio-
HU BOCXMILIAJIACh JeP30CThi0 Hem3BecTHoro [xo3eda Meppuka.
OH HM HAa MUHYTY HE JaBaj ee 35TI0 3a0bITh O TOM (paKkTe, YTo
BO BCEX CMBICJIAX, 32 UCKJIIOYEHUEM HaCJIe[CTBa, Jop Xoa0pyk
— MOJIHENIIINI HEYJauHUK B CPABHEHUU CO CBOUM KY3€HOM.

Cnabas ynbiOKka ere urpasia Ha rydbax Meppuka, Korjua oH,
TIOJIOKMB Ha TapeJIKy elle KPeKepoB, MPOTSHYJI E€H.

— Jlaxxe camblii Me/IJTUTENILHBIA 3 MYyXKel BepHYJT Obl CBOIO 3a-
OJTy/IIyIo JKeHYIKY, Korga 6 eMy Hy)KHO ObLIIO BCEro-HaBCEero
nepeceydb I'paHuily UMEHHUs.

Omna B3sJ1a TapeJIKy M MIOCTABUJIA HA CBOM IOJHATHIE KOJICHH.
JJ1 3TOro e MpUILIOCh OTIIYCTUTh OIEAI0. MeppuK, MOXOXe,
HE 3aMeTHJI, Kak OHO OOBHCJIO Y Hee Ha TPy/IH.

— Bo3MoxkHO, Bbl npaBbl. — OHa pacnpaBuiach ¢ NapoOYKOn
KpekepoB. — M BepoATHO, BaM AOCTABJISAET yIOBOJIbCTBUE I'OTH-
yeckas aTMocgepa 3Toro Mecra.

— [ono6HOe HUKOTa He MPUXOIUIIO MHE B TOJIOBY.

Cuyionn Opocriia Ha HEro CKeNTUUYECKUH B3IJIS M TJIOTHYJIA
eme BuHA. bokan yxe ObuT HamonoBUHY mycT. Kak 310 ciyun-



JI0Ch?

— Bbi ibITaeTech HaonTh MeHsI?

— Her. — Meppuk nozHsi cBoii 60Kal B 0€3MOIBHOM TOCTE.

— V Bac He BBIIET.

— Yro He BoIALET?

— Pa3msraurs MeHst BUHOM.

—Pan 1o crpimate. He XoTenock Ob1 gyMaTth, 4TO BB HACTOJTb-
KO He3peJibl, YTOObI MOMACThCS HA TOT CTapblid TpIOK. — OH 3a-
OpaJi y Hee OIMYCTEeBIINI OOKaI ¥ TIOCTABHJI €r0 Ha CTOJ PSIOM
co cBOMM. — BbI moesm?

— Ha, cnacu6o. — Cuionu niepeaasa eMy MmycTyIo Tapeliky, Mo-
narasi, yTo OyJIeT XOJOAHOW U TOPJOK, KOTIa OH PElIUT JUIIUTD
ee JIeBCTBEHHOCTU. BmecTo 3TOoro yyBcTBOBasia ceOsi COMTOM ¢
TOJIKY ¥ YAMBUTEIILHO OJIaroXesaTeIbHOM 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K MU-
crepy Meppuky. Her, eii, KOHEUHO, HE XOTeJI0Ch, YTOO OH cjie-
nan... ato. Ho B nyie y Hee OoJibliie He ObUIO TOTO MPAaBEJHOTO
THEBA, KOTOPBIH JI0 CHX TMOP MOJIEPKUBAI €e.

Bo3mo:xHO, BUHO BCce-TakM czenajio coe aeno. [a emie sta
€ro CKpOMHas1, HeHaBs3UMBas I00poTa, kKeJlaHue yOequThCs, 4TO
oHa He ronogHa. beanas rnynas Cugonu Popcaiit, oTaaomas
CBOE IIeJIOMY/IpHE 32 HECKOJIBKO KYCOUKOB JIEPEBEHCKOTO Ye/iie-
pa!

Her, sta cnabocts onacHa. Ecnu oHa yctynut 6e3 Bo3paxke-
HUIA, TO HUKOT/Ia HE CMOXET KUTh B MUPE C COOOH.

— [IpekpaTute urpars co MHOM, — MOTpeOOBasIa OHA C BHE3arl-
HOU PE3KOCTBIO.



[loToM ¢ M3NMUIITHEN CUIION OTKUHYJIA OfIESUIO U BBITSIHYJIACH
Ha KpOBATH, yCTPEMUB 3aCTHIBIIINIA B3I B 3epKajio. MyxunHa,
KOTOPOMY HPaBUTCs HAOMIOAATh 32 COOOM, KOIJIa OH C JKSHIIH-
HOW, 3aCiIyKUBaeT npe3penust. ['ocrnoau, 1a 3TOT YeaoBek 1axe
HE IMMBITAETCsI CKPBITh, KAKOW OH HEUCITPABUMBIH CJIACTOMIOOCII.

TpymHO OBUIO XpaHUTH HEONOOPUTETFHOE MOJTYaHKE, KOTjia
HEroisi, BO3HAMEPHUBIIHUICS JTUIIUTH €€ IeBCTBEHHOCTH, PACXO-
XOTaJIcs.

— Boxe muioctuBbli, Mucc PopcaiT, Bbl OTYASIHHO HYX/1ae-
TeCh B XOPOIIIEM COBETE OTHOCUTEJIHHO Balllero rapaepooa.

— DTO BCEro JMIIb MOS... MOSI HOUHasi copouka. — OHa He
MOTIJIa 3aCTaBUTh ce0Os1 TOCMOTPETh Ha HETO.

Cepatie ee TPEBOKHO €KHYJIO, KOTJ]a OH TOIONIeNT OIrxKe.

— B Heu XxBaTtuT MecTa 1Sl HeCTEPDIX.

CuaoHM MeTHY/a B HETO pa3fpaxeHHBIN B3IJISA.

— A BHI kJa11, 4TO 51 Oymy BooOie 6e3 Huuero? Houb comiii-
KOM XOJIO[IHasl, HE TOBOPsI YK MPO BCE OCTAJIbHOE.

Mucrep Meppuk noasepr €€ NpUCTAIBHOMY, TIIATEIbHOMY
usyudenuto. OHa He COMHEBAJIACh, YTO OH MPEJICTABISET ee TOJIOM,
Jla OHa U cama BMHOBATa, YTO YINOMSHYJIA O TAKOW BO3MOKHO-
cru. Ee Bcerna npeaynpexiany, 4TO HECAEPKAaHHOCTDb B CIIOBaX
HEMIPEMEHHO JIOBENIeT ee 0 Oenpl. A ceiyac OHa ONpeeIeHHO
B Oeyie. VI He TOJNBKO TIOTOMY, YTO MaHepa MOBEJICHUS] MUCTEpa
Meppuka B MTHOBEHHE OKa U3 Oe3pa3IMyHON MpeBpaTuiach B
3aUHTEPECOBAHHYIO.

OTta MUMOJIETHAs! OLIEHKA €€ Tesa JUIUJIACh BCEr0 HECKOJIbKO



CEKYH/I, ¥ BCE K€ KaX/Iblid II0VM ee KOxH Ibliasl. ZKuBOT nojBe-
710 ¢ OONIE3HEHHOW CMECBIO CThIIa U HEBOJILHOTO BO30YXKICHUS.
OHa BCTpeTuIach C ero B3ISA0M U TYT e CUIIBHO Moskasiena 00
9TOM. XUIIHBIA OJIECK B I1a3ax ObLT OUEBUIHBIM.

— Hy, Mex 1y Harotou u 3Toii najaaTkou, KOTopas Ha Bac, 10-
BOJIbHO IIPOCTPAHCTBA i1l MaHEBpUPOBaHusl. — B3rsan ero 3a-
ocTpuiics. — Bbl ;ymanu, 4to 1 criacyio nepej Beeit 3Tou ¢iaHe-
Jbi0?

— JlowkHa ke s OblIa XOTh KaK-TO 3alIUTUTHCS, — TPOOOPMO-
Tasia CUIOHM, CHOBA YCTaBUBILWCH B 3€PKaJIbHBIMA MOTOJNIOK. XO-
T$1, TOBOPsI TIO TIPaBJie, el 1axe He MPUIILIO B TOJIOBY B3ATh C CO-
001 4TO-HUOYb ellle, KpOMe CBOEH OOBIYHOM HOUHOW COPOYKH.

— Bel HepmoornieHuBaeTe CTUMYJMPYIOIIYIO CHIIy BOOOpake-
HUs, — CyX0 mporosopuit Meppuk. — MeHs yBileKaeT epCrek-
THBa OOHAPYKEHUSI COKPOBMIIL TIO]T 3TOW TOPKOW TKaHHU.

B 6e3monBHOM ykace CHIOHM TOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY U BO33pU-
Jack Ha Hero. Macka 6e33a00THOCTH U JIETKOW HeTPUHYKIEHHO-
CTU ymaja, ¥ OHa Mpowia Ha ero MPayHOM JIMIIE YyBCTBEHHBIN
rosionl. Mexay HUMH BO3HHMKJIO KaKOE-TO OIIyTUMOE HarlpsiKe-
Hue. B MpoH3UTENIbHON TUIIMHE CTYK JOXK[s M0 CTEKJIy Ka3aJcs
HENPUATHBIM, HEPBUPYIOLIUM BTOPKEHUEM.

— CHumuTe ee, — TUXO BeJiesl OH.

Boxe MuiocTuBblit!..

Bpemsa npunio. Hy pasymeerca. OHa Benp HosiBUJIach Ha
nopore KpeiiBena, npeaaras cebs ero xo3sauny. Ensa nu on
OTKaXKETCsl OT ee MPEeIJIOKEeHUs paJu TUXOro Beyepa B KOMIa-



HUW C UHTEPECHOW KHUTOW. MenjieHHO, ¢ KOJIOTSIIMMCS B Ia-
HUKE ceplieM, OHa cesa. TpsACyIMMUCS pyKaMy Hallapuia rno-
7071 copouku. Ha omuH KOpOTKMIA MUT BCE CKPBLIOCH 32 TOJICTOM
(pnanesnsio, a B cieayolmuil oHa yxe Oblta cBoOOaHA. BrI3biBao-
MM >KECTOM IIIBBIPHYJIA COPOUKY Ha MOJI, HE %eJlasi BCTPevaThCs
B3MJIS1I0M ¢ MeppHKOM, Kak U He jKeJiasi BbIaTh CBOE YHUKEHUE,
MIPUKPHIBASICH PyKAMH.

Tenepb MCTUHHAS MOPOYHOCTb ITOU 3€PKATBbHOW KOMHATHI
y/apuiia Kak MOJIOTOK 1o Mejin. Kak 6eckoHevuHoe 9X0 9TOro 3Be-
HAIIETO yAapa, BCIOMy, KyJa HU TJIsiHb, OHAa BUJIENA CBOe OOHa-
keHHoe Tesjo. CHoBa u cHoBa. breqHas koxa. Topuaias rpyap.
['ospie HOT M.

OTtpaxeHHbI COTHU pa3, MeppuK BO3BBILIAJICSA Hall HEW —
OTPOMHBIN, BJIACTHBIN, MyKECTBEHHBIN. B cBeTe cBeuen ero cBo-
6o1Has pyOallika CBETUIACh CBEPXbECTECTBEHHON Oen3HOoi. OH
HE IIEJIOXHYJICS C TeX MOp, KaK OHA CHslJIa COPOUKY, HO HalpsikKe-
HHE B €ro JJIMHHOM TeJie TOBOPUJIO O TOM, UTO JTI00ast e MOJIb-
6a o mwtocepany ocTaHercs: Oe30TBeTHOW. Ero mo3a BeIpaxkania
OXOTHHUYBIO TOTOBHOCTb.

MonuaHue TSAHYJI0Ch 0 TeX IOop, NOKa €l He 3aX0TeJIOCh 3a-
KpUYarh.

CuoHM NOBEpPHYJIACh M MOCMOTpeia Ha Hero. B yeprax Mep-
pUKa SIBCTBEHHO YMTAJIOCh TO, YTO Ja’ke OHA TP BCEUl CBOei
HEBMHHOCTHU y3HaJa Kak Bo30yxJeHue. [71a3a Ha yrjioBaToM Jiu-
1Ie TOpeNr cepeOpUCThIM OIECKOM. DTO ObUI YK€ He TOT anaTtuy-
HBIA YEJIOBEK C CapJAOHUYECKOW YCMEIIKOW, KOTOPBIM KOPMMIJI



€€ UMITPOBU3UPOBAHHBIM Y)KUHOM. DTOT MYKUMHA KAKAAT UYB-
CTBEHHBIX Y/IOBOJIbCTBUI.

Crpax Ki1yOKOM CBepHYJcs y Hee B xkuBOTe. CTpax U HEnmpo-
neHoe moodonbiTcTBO. Korna Cunonu cMotpena Ha Meppuka, ro
TeJly ee pacTeKaJicsl Kakou-To HeBedoMbli jocene xkap. C Tex
NIOp KaK OHa COrIachiIach 3aHATh Mecto PodepTsl, Cumonu TBep-
auia ce0e, 4To B 9TOM MCIIBITAHUM OHA COXPAHUT €CJIM He [IeB-
CTBEHHOCTb, TO 110 KpallHEN Mepe CaMOyBaX€HHE HETPOHYTHIM.
DTu ke CBEepKalolIMe Ila3a JaBajiv MOHSTh, YTO CAMOYBaKeHUE
CTaHeT MepBOM KepTBOM X Oe3paccynHoi caenku. OHa HATYX-
HO CTHCHYJIa ITAJIbLIaMU ITPOCTHIHIO. Kak Tyro HaTsHyTas cTpyHa,
Cuyionu 60s11ach, YTO pa3OPBETCS HA/IBOE, €CIIU OH JIOTPOHETCS
10 Hee.

Myckyn 3ageprajcs y Hero Ha IIEeKe, a PyKH CKaJINACh B Ky-
JIAKY, KOT/Ia €r0 JIEHMBO MEJUIUTENIbHBIM B3MUIA]L 3a/iepKajics Ha
ee rpyau. CekyH bl CIMBAIMCh B 0OKUTaIoNIMii oronb. K cBoemy
crbiy, CUJOHM MOYYBCTBOBAJIa, KAK COCKM Y Hee 3aTBepleu.
['maza Meppuka — pa3pasu ero rpom! — IOHUMAIOIIE CY3WIUCh, a
ryObl CKpHBUJIa CAMOZIOBOJIbHAS yIIbIOKA. OH 3HAJ, YTO HE IMpo-
TUBEH €il, TOYHO TaK ke, KaK OHa ’eJaja, YToObl 3TO ObLJIO He
TaK.

Ero npuiaomue riasa omyCTWIACh Ha TPEYTOJIbHUK KallTaHO-
BBIX BOJIOC Mek/1y HOr. OH Kak OyATO JOTPOHYJICS IO HEE TaM.
PacnuiaBieHHbI xKap pacTekcsl B KUBOTE, 3aCTABUB €€ OXHYTh OT
ynusienus. OHa cxana 6eipa v IPUKPBUIACH PYKOH.

— IIpekparute, — npomenTtana CHIOHU TOJOCOM, CUIUIBIM OT



HETIPOJIUTHIX CJIe3.

Meppuk, kazanock, He cibimait. [arayn 6nmke U MOMTOKMT
PYKY eil Ha 3aTbutok. CHJIOHM B3ApOrHy/a u 3amepna. CKBO3b
pacTekalolieecs TerIo OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA JIETKYIO IePIIaBOCTb
MO3OJIUCTHIX TajblieB. Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHWH Kojeda-
HHSI OH JIETKO MPOoOekKa JIAJOHBIO BHU3 TI0 IIee, K IyTbCUPYIO-
1iei xuike y ropia. Kaxaplii HepB BCTpereHysIcs, U IIaBsIe-
ecsl OIIYyIIeHUe CAeNasIoch Mupe, Iyoke, mpoOykaasi B HEl Ka-
KOK-TO CTpaHHbBIN, HEBEIOMbIH OTKJIMK. ITHCTUHKT TpeOoBas OT-
CTPAHUTBCS, HATSIHYTh OJIESJI0, CIIPSATATHCSL.

['opnocts ynep:xuBaia Ha MecTe.

Sra oOxuraIas pyka CycTiiach HUXe, Moryauia ee rpy-
. HenpoirieHoe yaoBOJIbCTBYE, 3AIUIIEB, BCIBIXHYJIO, CIOBHO
ropsiiee mojieHO, Ha KOTOpOe TUIECHY M Macia. B TuimmHe Obl-
JIO CITBIIITHO ee HepoBHOe Jbixanue. laxke Oypst Kak OyATo mpu-
OCTaHOBUJIACh B OXKMJAHWU. B3rsn METHy/CS K ero Juily, Ha
kotopoM CuoHM OOHAPYKUJIA KeJIaHWE U ellle HeUuTO, MOX0kKee
Ha m3ymiienne. Cepaiie MpomycTHiIo yaap, 3ateM OONbHO CTYyK-
HYJIOCh O peOpa.

— Tol mpekpacHa, — Xxpuruio mpodopmoTai oH. HexxHo oOBen
COCOK, TIOTOM OOXBaTHJI I'Py/ib CBOE OOJIBIIION JIaIOHBIO.

Ot0 OBUIO yXke CUIMKOM. [[eByIliKa He MOTJIa BBIHECTH 3TOU
JOKUBOW TIPETIONUK, KaKOK Obl CJ1aJJ0CTHOM OHa HU ObLIa. Cujio-
HU CO3HaBaJia (PaJIbIIMBOCTh HEKHOCTHU, TOT/Ia KaK B OCHOBE MX
OTHOIIIEHUH JIeKaJIo THYCHOE JIeJIOBOE COTJIaIlIeHHe.

Cunonn HaOpanach CMENIOCTH B3INISIHYTh B 3€PKAJi0 BBEPXY.



Teno ee BHIIIANENO OAEpPEBEHENTBIM, MEPTBEHHO-OJIEAHBIM Ha
(pore npocteiHen. JIMIo MCKa3mIoCh OT CTpaxa M PEIIMMOCTH.
JInxopaiouHbIlil pyMsIHEL] MOJIBIXAJI Ha CKYJIaXx.

— Hy, naBaiire xe, caenaite 310. — OHa ¢ TpyIOM y3HaJ1a 3TOT
MIPOH3UTEbHBIN ToJIoC. — bora paau, He myubTe MeHs. [IpocTo. ..
CHEJIAUTE ITO.

JIOBOJIBHO JOJITO MY)KYMHA, OTPAKEHHBIM B 3€pKaJie, HE Ille-
BeJIWIICS. 3aTeM ObICTPbIM IUIABHBIM JIBUKEHUEM, OT KOTOPOIo
€€ HEIOCIyIIHOEe CEPALIE MYCTUIIOCh B TaJION, CXBATUJI TSKEJI0e
IIap4YOBOE OfIESIO.

— [Ipomty nporenus, mucc Popcaiit. — OH Gosblle yxke He
NIOXO/IWJI HA TOTO MOTPSICEHHOTO, UCKPEHHETO MYXYMHY, KOTO-
pBIi Ha3BaJ ee mpekpacHoil. [Ipe3puTenbHbBIM jkecToM OH Habpo-
cwil Ha Hee ogesuto. [lorpsacenne mmmiio ee Jjapa peuu, Korua
OH pa3BepHyJICA U 3amaran K gsepu. — CerogHs Mou BKyC He
PacnpoCTpaHsETCs Ha CBATBIX MYUYEHHMLI.



I'nmaBa 3

Cuponu Popcaidt cTosiia HocpeIu OrPOMHOTO XOJLIa B JIyKH-
11e OJIETHOrO COJIHEYHOTrO cBeTa. Ha Helt Oblia TsKesas HakaKa,
a B PyKe — CaKBOSTK.

— Yro 3TO, 4epT BO3bMHU, BbI Jenaete? — [Ixko3ed npoimaran
110 KAMEHHBIM IUIMTaM M0JIa ¥ OCTAHOBUJICS B HECKOJIBKMX IIarax
oT Hee. XOpOIIO, YTO OH PaHHsS MTAIKa, MHAYe Obl OMO3/al.
OH Kak pa3 mpocMaTpuBaJl TPOCHEKT CTPOUTEIHLCTBA KaHaa, KO-
raa Muccuc bruBeH MpUKOBbUIsIa B OMOIMOTEKY ¥ OOBSIBUIIA, UTO
MOJI0f1asi JIeU MPOCUT pa3pelieHus1 BOCIIONb30BATbCS €ro IKU-
MaKeM.

Ycapimas ero rHeBHbI BOIPOC, Mucc PopcallT pe3ko pas-
BepHyJach. Ha nurie ee oTpa3uioch cMSITEHUE, U OH TIOHSIT, YTO
OHM 002 BCTIOMHWJIU T€ BOCIIAMEHSIIOIIME MTHOBEHUSI B €T0 T10-
creu. BocnoMuHaHMe OCienuTeIbHON BCIIBIIIKOM MOJNBIXHYJIO Y
Hero B Mo3ry. Ee mpekpacHble 1i1a3a NoTeMHes M, Kak eMy MoKa-
3aJ10Ch, OT YHUKEHHU S, TIPEK I YeM Ha BHIPYUKY el ITPUIIIe]l THEB.

— BBl 4TO, HUKOTIa HE OJIEBAETECh KAK XPUCTUAHUH?

W BHOBB OHa ynuBuia ero. Emy 310 nonpasuiocs. Ilonpasu-
JIOCh TIOUTH TaK ke, KaK CMOTPETh Ha €€ HEMTPUK PHITOE TeJIO MPO-
IIe/Iel HOublo. A yX 3TO eMy MOHPaBWJIOCh BEChMa 1 BEChbMa.

OH yXMBUIbHYJICS.

— 9710 MOH A0M. XOUy XOOUTh B OJHOW pyOalllke — U XOKY.
A eciy MHe 3aX04eTcsl pa3ryIMBarh MO 3aMKY COBCEM TOJIbIM,



CMEI0 CKa3aTh, 3TO MOSI IPUBUJIETHSL.

TOHKUI pyMsiHELl OKpacHJl ee IIEeKU MPU YIIOMUHAHUY Haro-
Thl. DTUM YTPOM OHa BhIVIsiAEna Oozpee. JLoKHO ObITh, CMOT/IA
YCHYTb IIOCJIE TOTO, KAK OH MOKHMHYJI CIIAJIbHIO.

Emy, K coxasieHuio, IOCHaTh He yAAIO0Ch.

— MHe Bce paBHO, B 4eM Bbl xogute. — CIIOKOMHAsA pelu-
MOCTh 3aMacKupoBaia BosHeHre. OH Mor Obl TOOUTHCS 00 3a-
KJIaJl Ha TIPWIMYHYI0 CYMMY, YTO camMoo0naaHue OblJI0 TaKUM
ke (pabIIMBBIM, KaK ¥ OOCIaHhe BBHICOKUX MPHUOBLICH B IPO-
CIIEKTE CTPOUTESbCTBA KaHasla. — B KOHIle KOHIOB, Mbl C BaMU
O0JIbllIe HUKOT/IA HE YBUAUMCHL.

— 4 Obl He mpuaaBan OYeHb OOJIBIIOTO 3HAYEHUS JAAHHOMY
YTBEPXKJIEHUIO, — CyXO 3aMeTu1 MeppuK. — DTo KpaiiHe OecuecT-
HBII1 XOJ] — YJIM3HYTh, HE MOMPOLIABIIKCE.

— Hawm Hedero ckasate Ipyr Ipyry.

— Bel Tak nonaraere? — OH noBepHyJicsl K Muccuc busen. —
Ckaxute X000cy, UTO SKHUIAK HE TIOHATOOUTCS.

— Mucrep Meppuk... — caepxaHHO Havasia mucc Popcaur.

Pa3pasu ero rpom, €ciy OH CTaHET MpEeNnuparbes ¢ HeW TYT,
KOI7Ia €r0 9KOHOMKA CTOUT PsAJIOM, HABOCTPUB YIIIU.

— INoxasnyii, HaM Jydiiie TPOJAOJIKUTH 3Ty JUCKYCCUIO B OUO-
JIMOTEKE.

— 41 Obl mpeAnoysIa MOKMHYTH Balll JOM U CUUTATh, YTO ITUX
NPE3pEHHBIX YaCOB HUKOT/IA He ObLIIO.

— Kakoii b1 ¢ yTpa nopassiiie. — OH HOAMYCTUI B CBOM r0J10C
CKYYaloIlIe HOTKU. — DTO HECKOJIBKO YTOMUTEBHO.



— Tonbko 11 My>KYMHBI BaIlIMX MPEKJIOHHBIX JIET, — OIPhI3-
HYJ1aCh OHA.

Brava ancora! OH fgoraapiBasicsi, Kak HEJIOBKO € B €ro mpu-
CYTCTBUHU TOCJIE TOTO, YTO MPOU3OIILIO — U HE MPOU3OIILIO — ITPO-
nieiei Houblo. OJHAKO ke JIEBYIIKA HE Ia€T eMy CITYCKY.

— Ilo kpaiiHer Mepe MO3BOJIbTE MHE YCTPOUTh MOM CTapble KO-
CTU Ha MSTKOM JIMBaHe, MOKa BbI OyzieTe 00MMyaTh MEHs.

Hukakoro 1omopa B otBeT. OHa Nnpojosrkaa risjieTh Ha Hero
HACTOPOKEHHO.

— 51 6BI IpenoYIa yexarb.

— He comueBaiocb. Ho pacniiicku PoGepThl Bee ele y MeHsl.
Wi BbI 320b111 7

Ee notpsicatoiiue riaza BCIBIXHYJIM HEHABUCTHIO.

— 41 He 3a0bL1a. $1 3amIaTiiIa BaM 3TOR HOYbIO.

OH HeNpUATHO YJILIOHYJICS.

— Hy, 310 kKak mocmoTperh. — M kecTtoM ykaszaa B CTOPOHY
ounomoreku. — Mucc Popcair?

Omna xmypo Bo33pmiiach Ha Hero. [lotom B3IIsiHYy1a HA MUC-
cuc buBeH, koTopas HaOJO/1a1a 32 STOW CIIEHOW C KUBEHIIIM
HMHTEPECOM.

JIntio CuaoHu eliie cuiibHEe MOPO30BEJIO, U OHA KOPOTKO KUB-
HyJa:

— ITate MuHYT.

Ixo3ed moHMMAaJI, YTO HE CTOUT YNMUPaTh Ha CBOE MpPEeUuMy-
IIECTBO WJIU, MO KpalHell Mepe, ClelyeT 10K/AaThCsl, Korja OHU
OymyT omau. OH OTKPBUT IBEPh U BBEJI €€ B YCTABJICHHYIO KHH-



raMu KOMHAry.

[Tneun CuaoHM 3aMETHO HATTPSITIIUCH, KOT/Ia OH CHSLJI C Hee Ha-
KuIKy. Besoe miarbe moa HakuAaKON ObLUIO BCe TAKMM K€ HETIPH-
JIMYHBIM. XOT$ €My HPaBWJIOCh, KaK OHO HATATUBAETCS Ha TIBIIII-
HOU rpynu. CIIOBHO BHOBb OOXBAThIBasl €€ COBEPIICHHYIO TPYb,
PYKH €r0 CTUCHY/IA I'pyOyIo IEPCTh HAKUIAKHU. YCTYIHUB cOOIa3-
Hy, JI’o3ed HaKJIOHUJICS UyTh HUXE, YTOOBI YJIOBUTD €€ CBEXUI
3anax. CeromHst yTpoM OT Hee He maxJio foxjaeM. OT Hee maxjio
JIMMOHHBIM MBUTOM. M TeM He MeHee TOT OOBIYHBIM apoMar Io-
pomut OypHBIN BUXPb KeJlaHUs y Hero B KpoBu. OH Opocuil Ha-
KHMJKY Ha CTYJI U IArHyJ1 OJike, 9ToObl pa3BsA3aTh JJCHTOYKU HE
WayIen e muianku. Toro, KTo BeIOMpal ei ofekay, CIe0BaI0
OBl YETBEPTOBATh.

Cu/IoHM OTTOJNIKHYJIA €T0 PYKY, U JIbIXaHWe €€ y4acTHIIOCh —
HE TO OT CTpaxa, He TO OT BO30OYKAEHUS, TPYIHO ObLIO CKa3aTh.
BeposiTHO, OT TOTO M ApYroro.

— IIpekparure.

— IIpocto xo4y, 4TOoOBI BaM ObLIO yIOOHO. — JIeHTOUKH pas-
BS3QJIUCh, OH CHSUT IIUISAITY ¥ OPOCHIT ee TMOBePX HAKUJIKH.

— Kak Oyaro Bam ecTthb aeino 10 Moero yaooctea. Eciu 6 310
OBLIO TaK, BbI ObI OTITYCTHJIA MEHS.

Ero ry0Os! 1epHyarCh, KOTa OH OTOIIE].

— Ho 3710 1u10X0 cKazanoch Obl HA MOEM yI00cTBe. — MeppHk
’KECTOM yKa3aJl Ha KoxkaHbli cTyi. — [Toxkamyicra, nprcaxuBai-
TECh.

OHa ocrajiach HEMOABUKHO CTOSITh NOCPEIX KOMHATBHI.



— Her, 6maronapio. 51 ckopo oTnpaBiioch B My Th.

OH HecnenrHo MpoIIeNT K OKHY U onepcsi 00 OKOHHYIO pamy,
Kynasichb B Jiydax TEIUIOro He To ce30Hy cofHila. Hounas Oyps
yJIeraach, ¥ ieHb BBIJAJICS TTOTOXKUM JIJIs1 HOSIOps. XOTs, KaK OH
N0/I03peBal, TemMIeparypa 37ech, B OMOIMoTeke, BOT-BOT yIaeT
Ha HECKOJIBKO I'PalyCOB.

Jlxko3ed ycTpeMun Ha [EBYHIKY TBEPABIM IPUCTAIbHBIA
B3I/,

— He nyman, uto Be oOMaHIuIa, Mucc Popcair.

BripaxeHue nuia ee 0cTanoch HEMTPAJIbHBIM, XOTS OHA JT0JTK-
Ha ObLJ1a TOHSTh, YTO OH UMEJT B BUY.

— 41 Hu B yeM Bac He oOMaHyna, MucTep MeppuK.

ToH ero OblI A3BUTENILHBIM.

— A Kak BbI Ha30BETe TOIBITKY YKJIOHUTHCS OT MOETO 00IIe-
CTBa MocJjie 0OEIaHHOTO MHE. .. YIOBJIeTBOPEHHsI?

Omna no6seqHeNa, ¥ pyKa B TiepyaTke CTHCHYJIA PYYKY CaKBO-
sTKa.

— BblI He 3axX0Tes MEHs NPOIUION HOYBIO.

OH BCKUHYJT OPOBHU C HACMEIIUTUBBIM HEIOBEPUEM, MEKIY TEM
KaK pacrmyckarwlieecs keJaHue HAllleNThIBAJIO eMy COOIa3HU-
TeJIbHbIE OOCIIaHUS.

— Jlaxxe BbI HE MOXKETe ObITh HACTOJILKO HAMBHBI.

OHa THX0 3apbluajia u pa3sBepHYJIach, B3BMETHYB TOHKHE I00KH.
OH 3amMeTuJ1 JBe MEJIbKHYBIILIME TOYeHbIe JOAbLKKU. MHTEepecHO,
TOYEMY 3TO 3peJHIIE OKa3aJI0Ch TAKMM BO30YK/IAIOIIUM, KOT/ia
OH y’Ke BUJIeN e OOHaKEHHOM ?



— Buky, Bbl HACTPOEHBI LIy TUTb.

OH 3arpOKUHYJI TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEJT Ha Hee TIOBEPX TOpOUH-
KU CBOETO CJIOMaHHOI'O HOCA.

— Her, s HacTpoeH He JaTh BaM YKJIOHUTBCS OT UCTIOJTHEHUS
COIJIALIEHHUS.

CuaoHM OCTAaHOBUJIACH U BCTPEBOKEHHO MMOCMOTPEIA Ha HETO
MOTEMHEBIIMMHU T71a3aMu. Jlaske B3pOCIBbIX MY:KUMH OTTAJIKHUBA-
10T ero 1pamsl. [Touemy xe, 4epT BO3bMHU, €r0 TPOTECKHAS BHEIII-
HOCTb HE YCTPAILIAET 3TY HEOIBITHYIO IEBUOHKY ?

— 4 mpenJiokuna CBOU... YCIyTd, Bbl OT HUX OTKA3aJIUCh. —
OHa nocTaBuia CakBOSIK Ha ITOJT U YITPSIMO BBIMATHIIA TTOA00PO-
JIOK. — 3HAUUT, s UMEIO TIOJTHOE MPaBO YUTH HETPOHYTOM.

— Ila BBI IpsiMO ajiBokar, mucc Popcait. Bbl ncnonp3zoBamm
noI00HYI0 CO(UCTUKY M BUEPa BEUEPOM, KOT/Ia IPEIOK LTI Ce-
Os1 BMECTO CBOEH OOMAHIIHIIBI-CECTPHI.

[IpaBna, Heb3s cKa3aTh, YTO OH MOT' HACKPECTU XOTb Karllio
COXaJIeHUs1 U3-3a TOU 3aMeHbl. PoOepTa — mpekpacHoe co3aa-
HUE, XOTb U IMYCTOE, U OH C MPEBEIMKUM yIOBOJIbCTBUEM 3aTa-
1 Obl ee K cede B roctestb. Ho riaBHbIM 00pa3oM MOToMY, 4ToO
3HaJI, YTO HACTaBJISIET pora 3Toi Mep3Koii xade, CBoeMy Ky3eHy.

Ho cecrpa PoGeprhi. ..

Cunonu dopcait — 3TO COKPOBHUIIE, C KOTOPHIM OH HUKOT/IA
He BcTpeuasics. Hy He mypak ke oH, 4ToOBl OCTaBUTh €TO TaM,
I7i€ Halllesl, ¥ YUTHU, HAaCBUCTBIBAs.

— Ho BBl Benp He Oynere HacTamBaTh Ha IOJTHOM BO3MeEIe-
HuK. — HeyBepeHHOCTh, KOTOpasi Bceraa Tawiach 1oy ee OpaBa-



IIOU, cTajia gBHOM. — [locie Toro, 4To. ..

— Hapmo momarath, B mpuOBLTH, OXHIAsl 3arUIaTUTh JIOJT
CMOJIHA, — XOJIOAHO mporoBopul [[xo3ed.

OH CJIOXWJ PyKH Ha Tpyad, 4ToObI HE AaTh ceOe MOTSHYThCS
K Heil. OIMH CMEXOTBOPHO HEBUHHBINU MOLIETYH, KOPOTKOE 3Ha-
KOMCTBO C €€ HIEJIKOBUCTOM KOKEN — M BOT YK€ KaxJa MPUKOC-
HYThCSI K HEHl cTaJia JIMXOPaJOYHOM.

— D10 OGesymue. — Kak koObLIa, TouysBIas xepediia, oHa
HEpPBHO TepecTyIuia C HOTM Ha HOry. — Eciu Bbl HE OOIKH-
TE MHE CBOIO Kapery, s mouay nemkom 1o CuamayTta U Haupy
TPAHCMIOPT TaM. DTO BCEro JIMIIb napa Muib. — OHa MOBEPHYJIach
U pelIrTesIbHO 3a11arasa mpoyb.

OH OTHUM TMPBIKKOM HACTHT €€ U CXBATWII 32 PYKY.

— Iocrorire.

U TyT *%e naxe CKBO3b PyKaB BHOBb BO3HUKJIA Ta JICKTPU3Y-
I011asi CBSA3b, KOTOPYIO OH OLIYTUJI HOUBIO, IepKa B JIAJJOHU ee
oOHaxxeHHY1o rpyab. Korma oHa ycrpemusia Ha HEero NCIyraHHbIN
B3IJISA], OH TIOHSUI, YTO M OHA MPOTHUB BOJIM TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA TO
XKe camoe.

OH ¢ TpyIoM yaep:kascsi OT MOpPbIBA MOJXBATUTH JIEBYIIIKY Ha
pyku. KopoTko BKycuB ee ry0, oH xaxa 0obiiero. Bocriomu-
HaHME O BOCXUTUTEJILHOM TeJjie He 1aBajio eMy CIaTh BCIO HOUb, a
KOI/Ia y/1aBajioch ypBaTh HEMHOTO CHa, OHa CHWJIach eMy. OOHa-
xenHas1. [TogatnuBas. Baapixaroias o HacnakAeH!s B €ro 00b-
STUSIX.

CuioHu 3apokana Moj ero JaJOHbIO.



— Bam He3aueMm jaBath BOMIO pyKaM.

— Moxer, 1 He3aueM, HO MHE ONPeIeIeHHO HPAaBUTCS, — IPO-
Mypibikai [Ixxo3ed u OblT BO3HArpa)aeH 04apoBaTesIbHbIM py-
MsHIIeM. MeppyK He MOr' MPUIIOMHUTh, KOrJa MOC/IEHUN pa3
0OIIIaJICS C KEHIIIMHOM, ellle CIIOCOOHON KpacHeTh. Te KeHIIH-
HBI, KOTOPbIE COMIAIIAINCH OBITh C HUM, MPOCTO MPECHITUIINCH
OaHaTbHOW MPUBJIEKATEIBHOCTHI0 HEU3YBEUEHHBIX MY KUHUH. — A
Kak e gonr Podeptsi?

YBepeHHocTh Mucc PopcailT B CBOEi MpaBoOTe IPOTrHYJIA.

— Ho a xe npuexaina k Bam. ...

OH crapajics He oOpaiath BHUIMaHUS HA CTPax B €e royoce.
Tenepb He BpeMs IPOSABJIATh COBECTIMBOCTb.

— Bripouem, He BasKHO, — 3asIBIJI OH C HAITYCKHBIM Oe3pa3iiv-
qyreM. — PoOGepra MokeT mposaTh Kakue-HUOyJb JparoleHHOCTH,
4100 3aIUIaTUTh MHE.

— DTO HEBO3MOXHO. — OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI JpOXKalllee COIpo-
TUBJIEHUE T10]] CBOEN PYKOU. — YUJIbSIM Y3HAET.

A, HaKOHEI[-TO OHH JOOPAJIHCh A0 CYTH Jea.

— 41 Ha 310 paccunTHIBAIO.

B ny1ie y Hero Bce nepeBepHY/I0Ch OT HEMPOIIEHOTO pacKasi-
HUs, Korga ciie3bl 3aonecrenu Ha miazax Cugonu. Ciesbl, KOTO-
pble OHa Xpadpo cMoprHyaa. ToYHO Tak ke Xpabpo, Kak mpen-
noxuna cedst, YToObl cnactu cectpy. Cumonn Popcaiit — 3ame-
YaTesbHasl )KeHIIMHA, YTO HUKOMM 00pa30oM He MOIJIO 3aCTaBUTh
€ro OTIYCTHUTD €e.

CrpanHoe BpeMs1, YTOObI OCO3HATh, UTO OH 3aBHIyeT Podepre.



Kak uynecHo, 7OIKHO OBITh, 3HATH TAKYIO HETIOKOJIEOUMYIO JII0-
60Bb, uTo HeMoHcTpupyet Cumonu. Orenr [Ixo3eda, 6e3 comHe-
HS, o0 ero. Ho oTiia 310poBo nmogkocuiia Tocka o 6e3Bpe-
MEHHO yIle/IIel JI0OMMO CyTipyre U MOC/IeI0BaBIINIA 32 STUM
CKaHAaJ.

CronHa Mo3HaB B CBOEM KHA3HM MPEAATENIbCTBO U OTBEPKEH-
HOCTB, JI’k03ed Meppuk pasyBepuics B J1i0OBU. CIUIIIKOM 4acTo
OHa NPUKPbIBAET KOPHICTHbIE MHTEepechl. CIMIIKOM 4acToO OKa-
3bIBAETCS] OY€Hb TOHKOW HUTOYKOW, KOTOpasi pBETCS OT Jiervam-
miero Haxuma. M gaxe eciiv 310 MoIHas1, HeNPeoaoaMMasi CUIa,
KaK yTBEpK/IAI0T MO3ThI, OHA HECeT ¢ coOou pa3pymieHue. M Bce
e CUIOHU HACTOJIBKO JIIDOUT CBOIO CECTPY, UTO TOTOBA PaIy Hee
BOT TaK XXe€PTBOBaTh COOOM.

ba, oH craHOBUTCS CeHTUMEHTAIBHBIM. [I7K03e() peIUTEIbHO
OTOTHAJI COBCEM He CBOMCTBEHHYIO €My KaJlocTh K cebe 1 cocpe-
JOTOUMIICA Ha Jiequ. B3 ee Obul CypoOBBIM.

— Bu1 3Haete, He Tak qm?..

— Yro YwibaM cpeIBaeT 3710CTh Ha cBoe xeHe? He 3Han no
CeroHsIIHeN HoUM. $1 10Jro He crnaJi, JIoMasi roJIoBY HaJl BallluM
nosesieHreM. — U yects ceOst Ha Bce KOPKU 32 TO, UTO TOPIOCTb
MIOTHAJIA €ro Ha Y3KYI0 KOWMKY B rapiepoOHoi. — Barn moctymnok
MOXHO TIOHSITh, TOJIKO €CJTH MOCIIe/ICTBHS coOnazHenust Pobep-
ThI Oy/IyT BOUCTUHY YKacHBL. A MO Ky3eH BCerja UMes CKJIOH-
HOCTb IIATUTh 34 CBOE Pa30yapOBaHUE HACUJIUEM.

IIxo3ed BApyr morMan cedsa Ha TOM, YTO CBOOOMHAsT pyKa
HEMPOU3BOJIBHO MOTSHYJIaCh JOTPOHYTHCSA O M3ypPOAOBAHHOM



meku. Hagesch, uto mucc PopcaiiT He 3aMeTHIa TOro Ipejia-
TEJIbCKOTO JKeCTa, OH 3acTaBWJI ceOsl OMmyCTUTh pyKy. TOH ero
OKECTOUMJICSL.

— 1 moykeH ObUT JOragaThCs.

Bbennas Pooepra. KuszHb ¢ YUIbsIMOM, — JIOJDKHO OBITh, aJ] Ha
3emJie. Ee uccryruieHHast BeceslocTh B OOIIECTBE Teneph BIIOTHE
TIOHATHA: yTelaeTcsl TeM, YTO TMPH JIOISAX MYXK HE CMeeT IMOJ-
HATh Ha Hee PyKy. J’o3ed MouTh MmpocTUiI ee 3a TO, YTO OHA
B3J/IparuBaeT OT OTBpAIICHHs], €/IBa 3aBUJIEB €T0.

Muicc @opcaiiT BeirIsena nogasieHHon. ['onoc ee ObLT HU3-
KUM U JIPOKAIIUM.

— Ecnu Bam u3BECTHBI... 0OCTOSITENIbCTBA JKU3HU PoOepTHl,
OaroposicTBO TpeOyeT OT BaC MPOCTUTH €M JOIT.

['yObI ero pacTsHYJIMCh B HEBECEJION YIIBIOKE.

— B 370i1 urpe 611aroposicTBO, Kak M YeCTh, HE UMEET peliai-
el cuiibl. HaBepHsiKa BbI ke MOHSJIH, UTO s yOITIOJJOK HE TOJb-
KO I10 POXJICHUIO, HO U TI0 HAType.

OH oxujai, 9YTo OHa TepeIepPHETCS OT ero rpyooi MpsSMOTHI,
HO CHIOHM TIOCMOTpeJia Ha HEero MpsiMO U OTKPHITO.

— Ecim 51 octanych 31ech, Mos peryTaius OyJer rnoryosieHa.

C Bo3m1aCOM pasapaxeHus — Oosbile Ha cedsl, YeM Ha Hee, —
OH OTIYCTHJI €e PYKYy M BepHyJIcsl K okHy. OHa mpoIiia Beles
32 HUM U OIPOMETYMBO OCTAHOBWJIACH CITUIIKOM OJIU3KO, BIJIS-
JIBIBAsICh B HETO TaK MPUCTAJILHO, CJIOBHO MCKajla Kakoe-HUOY/Ib
CBHUJIETEJILCTBO JOOPOTHL. UTO X, €il pUIETCS UCKATh JI0 CKOH-
JyaHus1 Beka. OOIIecTBO MPEeBpaTUIO ero B YyIOBHINE, U C TEX



1Op OH JieJiaJl BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOObl COOTBETCTBOBATH ITOMY
MHEHHUIO.

— Bbl 101K HBI ObUTM TOHUMATh 3TO, KOTJa €XaJiu cloaa. — Mep-
PUK 3aCTaBUJI ce0sl TOBOPUTh HEOPEKHBIM TOHOM, KaK Obl CUJTb-
HO OJIM30CTh JIEBYIIIKM HH BOJHOBaJIA €ro 4yBcTBA. COTHEUHBIN
CBET, JIBIOIIUICS B OKHO, BCIIBIXMBAJ Pa3HOLIBETHBIMU MCKPaMU
B €€ POCKOIIIHBIX BOJOCAX: JIbHSHBIMU, 30JI0TUCTHIMU, PbLKEBA-
ThiIMU. — Hasio mosnarath, Bbl COUMHUIIM /17151 CBOUX OJNM3KUX Ka-
KyI0-HUOY/Ib OaliKy, 4TOOBI B OJIMKAMIITYIO HEJIETI0 BAC HUKTO HE
XBaTHJICS.

— U Bce paBHO 51 He X041y, YTOOBI MO MMsI OBLIIO 3aITSITHAHO.

— Jlato Bam CJIOBO, UTO Hallla... CBSI3b OCTAHETCS B TallHE. —
Capkasm czenan ero roioc 6onee peskuM. — Pagyiirech, mucc
dopcaiit. DTy HesIeMmo Bbl CBOOO/THBI.

— Ho s He cBoOOIHA CcTaTh KEHIMHOW CBOOOIHBIX HPABOB.

OH KpUBO yCMEXHYJICS €€ HAaXOJUUBOMY OTBETY.

— Oryero xe Her?

Cuponn Popcait — Hacrosmas Crsamas kpacasuna. boxe
MUJIOCTHUBBIN, KaK ke HU OJUH MYX4MHa He pasrisaaen ee? Ho
OHa 1 YyBCTBEHHas Harypa. OH, HECMOTps1 Ha CBOE U3y POIOBaH-
HOE JIMIIO, YMEET IOCTaBUTD KEeHIMHE yIoBoIbCTBUE. U ero rity-
OVHHBIE WHCTUHKTHI HACTOMYMBO TBEPAWIM: OHa OyJeT Hacnia-
KIAThCsA, KaK TOJIBKO MOOOPET CBOW CTPaxXy U COMHEHHS.

CuaoHM oriszena ero ¢ HECKpPbIBAEMbIM [PE3PEHUEM.

— U BBl BBIHYIUTE MEHS [I€IUTh C BaMU IOCTEJNb, 3HAS, YTO
€/IMHCTBEHHAsl IPUYMHA, [10 KOTOPOH 1 3/1€Ch, — 3TO CHACTH CECT-



Py OT XECTOKOro odpareHus?

— 41 ke ckazaj BaM: MOM BKYCBI HE PaCIIPOCTPAHSIIOTCS Ha CBSI-
THIX MYyYEHHUII.

Barsg ee ocraBaics KAMEHHBIM.

— $1 HuKOTIa He TpU/IY K BaM 1o J0Opo# BoJie.

Korpga [Ixo3ed cxBarui ee 3a pyKy, BCIIBIIIIKA kapa €JBa HEe
uimmiaa ero camoo6naganusi. OH IPUTSHYJ ee Ha IUBAaHYUK B
OKOHHOW HHUIIIE PSIIOM C COOOM.

— 41 GBI XOTeN MoTpoOoBaTh YoeauTh Bac B 0OpaTHOM, bella.

Korpa xe ee coriacue crano TaKuM BaKHbIM? B TOT MOMEHT,
KaK OH IMOIIeJIOBAJI €€ U YJOBWJI HaMEK Ha TO, KaKOW CJIaJIKOU
Oy/IeT OHa B ero oObITHSX, KOTJIa B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CJACTCS.

Omna nonsITanack BEIPBAThCS.

— Tonbko camoAOBOJIbHBIM (AT MOXKET HAAEATHCA U3MEHUTD
MO€E MHEHME BCETO JIUIIb 32 HeAe 0. S He mepeayMalo v 3a COTHIO
JIeT.

OH cnopsatan ynelOKy. YyBCTBYeT M OHa 3Ty HCKPSIIYIOCS
SHEPruio, BCIBIXMUBAIOIILYI0 Mex 1y HUMU? OH He BEpPUJI, YTO I1bl-
JIaeT OJTUH, KaK Obl TOPSIY0 OHA HU OTPHIIAJIA ITO.

— Bl 1enaete BbI30B TAKUM BOCXUTUTEJIbHBIM.

— 4 ne... pmupryio ¢ Bamu, mucrep Meppuk. S numib gaio
BaM IIOHATH, YTO BbI TEPSIETE BPEMS C STOU HEJIETION 3aTeeH.

— B Takom citydae BbI HUUYTh HE TIOCTpagaeTe u O1aromnonyy-
HO BEpPHETECH K CECTPE, — CIIOKOMHO 3aMETUJI OH, JIOBKO CTaCKHU-
Basi ¢ Hee nepyarky. EMy He Tepriesioch JOTPOHYTbCS 10 €€ KOXKHU.

OTpa3uBIIMKICS HA JIULIE [IUHU3M CJIENAJ €€ CTapile JBagaTu



YeThlpex JieT.

— Bbl HU Ha MUHYTY He JOMYCKaeTe, YTo MOTEPIUTE Heyaady,
HE TaK Jin?

Jxxo3ed mogHec ee pyKy K Iy0aM U MPHUKAJCs TMBUIKUM I10-
HeJlyeM K MArKou JiafoHu. Ee 3anmax ynapuil B rojioBy, OIbsiHSIS
€ro, Kak MepBOCOPTHOE BUHO.

— 41 monararock Ha CBOe pOKOBOE OOastHUE.

Cupnonu notsiHyna cBoio pyky. llleku ee nopo3oBesnu OT rHeBa
¥ OT TOTO, YTO €ro HeOOOCHOBAHHBIM ONTUMU3M MCTOJIKOBAJI KaK
CIIEP’KaHHOE YIOBOJILCTBUE.

— Ecnu u crout octatbest, TO TOJIBKO Pajid TOro, YT00BI HEMHO-
ro cOUThH C BaC CIeCh.

— 4 pan, 4ro BBl Tak gymMaere. — OH HEOXOTHO OTITYCTHII €€.
[TpukocHOBeHUE K HEl MyTao MBICIH, & €My, YTOObI IOOUTHCS
CBOEro, TpeOOBaJICs SICHBIM yM. — BbI 3a0bUTH O CTaBKe Baren
CECTpbI B HallIeW CIEJIKE.

JIuiio ee morpsiceHHO BHITSHYJI0Ch. OHA ¥ BIIpaBy 3a0buia O
PobGepre.

— CraJo ObITh, BBl BCE-TaKU MPUHYXKIAETE MEHSI.

OH nosaJt rnjae4yamu.

— Tonbko ocrathes B 3aMke KpeliBeH B kauecTBe roctbu. Bee
OCTaJIbHOE — Balll BHIOOP.

Beimpsamusiiics, CU0HU BO33pUIach Ha HETO C TeM XKe XO-
JIOZIHBIM TIPE3PEHUEM, KOTOPOE JEMOHCTPUPOBAJa BUEpa Beye-
pom. CkaeT i1 oHa «Aa»? Ero norpscio, Kak CUIbHO OH XOYeT,
9T0OBI OHA OcTasack. K KOHITy 3TOi Heienw OH OyJieT, BEpHO, Ha



rpanu Oe3ymusi, 100 ogHOMY Bory M3BecTHO, Kak eMmy yaactcst
JepKaTh CBOM PYKH IPH ceOe, TIOKa OHA He COTJIACUTCS CTaTh €T0
JIIOOOBHHULIET.

W Bce ke BHYTPEHHOCTU Y HEIO CXKaJuCh OT MYUYMTEJbHOU
HEM3BECTHOCTH, TIOKA OH K/AaJI €€ COrJIacusl.

CunoHu caenana CyJOpOKHBIA BJIOX, HO 3arOBOPHJIA C BIIE-
YATISIONIEeN TBEPAOCTHIO IS LIEJIOMYIPEHHOM JIEBYIIIKH, OT/IAI0-
HIEWCS B PYKH HEroJssl.

— Torpa naBaiite BHECEM sSICHOCTb, MUCTEp MeppuK.

HacmenuivBbiM %eCTOM OH CKJIOHUJT TOJIOBY.

— Pazymeercs, mucc Popcanrt.

OHa sIBHO cuimIach B3sTh ceOs B pyku. ['onas pyka Ha Kose-
HE CTHCHYJIA TIepUaTKy B O€3MOJIBHOM MTPOTECTE MPOTUB TOTO, K
YeMy OH €€ MPUHYKAA.

— B o6meH Ha Moe npucyTcTBUE B 3aMKe KpeliBeH B TeueHue
CJIEIYIONIMX CEMU JIHEN, TOUHEE LIECTH, IIOCKOJIbKY OIHY HOUb 1
y’Ke MpoBeJia MoJI Balllel KPhIIlieid, Bbl BepHeTe pacnucku Pooep-
Thl. Ee 107 OyAeT MoiMHOCTHIO OIUIavyeH.

— Bamie obiectBo, bella. He 3a06mysxaiitech, s xenaro 3aro-
JIy4UTh BaC B CBOIO MOCTENb U I 9TOr0 Oyy UCTOIb30BATh JIIO-
Oy BO3MOKHOCTh. HUKaKOro 3anmpaHust B BHICOKOW OalltHe.

— 51 He oOMany.

— U BBI He OyzeTe 3aKpbIBaThCsl OT MEHSI B CBOMX MBICIISIX.

OHa BCIbIXHYIA.

— 41 He moHnMalo, O 4eM BHI.

— I[pekpacHo nonumaete. Koraa st crany roBOpuTh BaM O CBO-



UX HAMEpeHUsIX, Bbl Oyaere ciaymarh. Korga s1 Oymy npukacath-
csl K BaM — a TIOBEpbTEe MHE, tesoro, s Oy[ay IpUKacaThCsl K BaM
BHOBb ¥ BHOBb, KaK BaM M HE CHUJIOCh, — BBl He OyzieTe MpoTH-
BUTbHCS YIOBOJILCTBUIO.

OnHa MeTHy1a B HETO pa3pakeHHbIN B3IJIS.

— Bam Hukak He OTKakelllb B CAMOYBEPEHHOCTH, MUCTEP
Meppuk. Y MeHs ecTb BHIOOp?

Ero yneiOka caenanach nykapoit. U TopxectBytomein. OH no-
ousics ceoero. Hy pazymeercs. B 9Toil KOHKpETHO# Urpe OH BCe-
I71a OfepKUBAJ MoOedy. A UTO KacaeTcsi TOro MOCTBIAHOTO 00-
JIerYeHus1, KOTOPOe OH MPU ITOM MOYYBCTBOBAJ. .. YTO K, BIOJI-
HE MOKHO CZIeJIaTh BUJI, YTO €ro BOBCE He ObLIO.

— A y PoGepTsl ecTh Kakue-HUOYIb JIParorieHHOCTH, O KOTO-
PbIX YWIIbAM HE 3HaeT?

Ee ryObl c:KaJIUCh B TOHKYIO HUTKY.

— Bbl 1 B camoM fiesie Heropsiid.

— Maxe He comHeBaiTech. — Ha 3TOT pa3 ero oxotHoe mpu3Ha-
HUE CBOEH MOPOYHOCTH Mpo3Byyaso ¢anbirBo. OHa 3acinyKu-
BaJIa JIyyIllero, 4em nojgo0Hoe coryialleHue, 1 OHu 00a 3TO Mo-
HUMaK. [[)xo3ed BBITSAHYT HOTM C BUJOM Oe3pa3uvHOro Ipe-
BOCXO/ICTBA.

CunoHM pe3Ko KMBHYIA, B3MJISIA €€ TO-TIPekKHEMY OBLT XOJIO-
JIeH U CypOB.

— JloroBopuiuch, c3p. S ¢ HeTeprneHreM X ay, Kormua yeay oT-
ciofia uepe3 HeJeJTio, COXPaHUB HETPOHYTHIMU U TOPIOCTh, U J00-
poleTeb.



— A 1 Ky ¢ HEeTepIieHHeM HOYel HeBBHIPa3MMOro BOCTOpra B
BaIlINX OOBATUAX, MOs1 foporasi mucc Popcaiit. — YibiOka ero
cTaJia Imupe, Korjia npeaBKyIleHue moodesl 3a3BeHeN0, Kak (aH-
capel. — U mycTb moOEIUT CUTHHENIIINTA.

OHa MeTHy/la B HEro pa3rHEBAHHBIW, MOJIHBIA HENPUS3HU
B3IJISI, XOTSI PyMSIHELl Ha IeKax, 3a/1ePKaBLIMIACS MOCIIE ero Io-
LeJTysl, UCIIOPTHJT BIIeYaT/ICHUE.

— Ilyctb moGenut cunbHeNas, Muctep Meppuk.



I'nmaBa 4

UYro oHa Hagenana?

Cu1oHM OCTaeTcsl B TOM Ke 3amajiHe, B KOTOPBIA 1 ObLIa C TeX
nop, kak Pobepra cnanack Ha ee MUIOCTh Ba THS Ha3ad. Eii cre-
J0BaJIO Obl 3HATh, UTO MOMBITKA YeXaTh MOCJIE BCErO JUIb OAHOM
HOUM NoTepnut Kpax. Bee 1o Bpems, yro Meppuk yroBapusaj
ee, OHa BCAYECKH IbITalach U30exarh cBoer yuacti. Ho yrpo-
3a JUIs1 CECTPbI OCTABAJIACHh IEPBOCTENEHHOM. B rocnenHuii pa3 B
npunajgke sipoctu YuibsMm ciaomai Pobepre pyky u nBa pedpa.
Eciu oH y3Haer, 4To ’keHa U3MEHWIA EMY C €0 3aKJISIThIM Bpa-
roM, TO yOBeT ee.

Mo xpaiineir mepe, CunoHn OTBOEBaa cebe HEMHOTO IMpo-
CTPAHCTBA, XOTS U MOHUMAJIA, YTO HE CTOUT HEJOOLICHUBATh XO-
351MHA 3aMKa. MeppuK cliefaet Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOObI 3aTpy/-
HUTB €M 3a7ja4y COXpaHuTh Lenomyapue. OHa yke HaXOAUT ero
HEOTPA3UMBIM, a BE[b OH €lIe J1a)Ke TOJIKOM HE IbITAJICS €€ CO-
6ma3HuTh. Jlaxke ceilyac, Korja oHa Jjajia CBOe Corjlacue, MbICIU
ee JIMXOPaJOYHO MEeTaJICh B MoKcKax BeixoAa. Ho ero He ObLo.
Jlumb mycroe yTBep:KAeHHe, YTo OHA OyeT IepKaThCs 3a CBOE
1eJIOMyIpHe, Kak Obl OH HU COOJa3HsLI ee.

«[ToBepbTe MHe, tesoro, s1 Oylay ImpUKacaTbCsi K BAM BHOBb U
BHOBb TaK, KaK BaM M HE CHUJIOCh».

Ona nogasuiia TpeneT, BCIOMHUB 3TH TPOBOKALIMOHHBIE CJIO-
Ba, OOeIIAloNIe YIOBOIBCTBHS, MTPEBOCXOASIIIE TaKe CaMble



CMeJible, caMble Oe3yMHble MedThl. Tpemer crpaxa. M Tpener
HEBOJIBHOTO MHTEpECa.

— CkpenuM Hailly cliesiky pykonoxarueM? — OH BcTasl v po-
TSAHYJI €1 KPEIKYI0, HO U3SAIIHYIO PYKY.

Cunonm eziBa caepikanach, 4ToO He CKaszaTb €My, 4TO C Hee
Y€ JOBOJIBHO €r0 MPUKOCHOBEHUN.

— [Noyemy Ob1 11 HET?

Korza pyka ero kpenko o0xBartuiia ee pyKy, ropsiuee rmoKaJibl-
BaHue node:xaiio mo koxe. Takoe ke ropsuee, Kak U Toraa, Ko-
14 OH IOLIEJIOBAJI €€ JIAIOHb.

Korna [Ixo3ed ormycrun ee pyKy, IOHUMAIOILEE BbIPAKEHUE
€ro JIMLA JIMIIb YKPENWIO €€ PELIUTEIbHBII HACTPOU COITPOTUB-
nsaTbesi. Cebe caMoll OHa MOIJIa IPU3HATHCS, YTO OH KAKMM-TO
HETIOHSITHBIM 00pa30M TNPUTATUBAET €€, HO TBEpIO HaMepeBa-
Jlach MPOJOJIKATh OTKPHITOE HETIOBUHOBEHUE. V1 Bonpeku BceMy
HaJIes1ach, YTO OCTPHIM SA3BIK M HENPUA3HDb €€ cracyT. Brepe-
I MasiudIi 1IeCTh OECKOHEUHbIX CMATEHHBIX AHel. Ho camoe
I7IaBHOE — I1IECTh HOYEH.

CuioHM BCTpeTuiach ¢ cepeOpUCTbIM B3IIsA0oM Meppuka u
C yMaBLIMM Cep/LeM IpU3Haiach cede, YTO TU IIEeCTb JAHEeH U
HOYEU MOT'YT IIOKa3aThCs 1IeJI0M KU3HbI0. Becero napy MUHYT Kak
OHH 3aKJIIOUYWIA CHEJIKY, a OHA YK€ OCO3HAET, KaK ONACHO I103-
BOJIATH €MY IIPUKACaThCs K HEH, KOTIA U Kak OH mnoxenaer. Boc-
NOMMHAHUE O €ro Majblax, CKOIb3ALIMX 110 OOHAKEHHON KOXe,
3aTMWJIM 1)1 Hee Bce BOKpYT. OHa HeJIOBKO Moep3ajia Ha JMBaH-
YHKe.



Meppuk He JefaeT TalHbl U3 CBOMX I'PEXOBHBIX IUIaHOB. [1o
KparHeu Mepe, OH ¢ Her yecteH. CypoBbI BHYTPEHHUM TOJI0C
HAIMOMHWJI €M, UTO OHa, HAIPOTUB, HEUYECTHA ¢ HUM. TouHee, He
BIIOJIHE YECTHA. DTO KACAJIOCh OTKPbITU S, KOTOPOE U3MEHMUJIO Obl
ero *u3Hb HaBcerga. OHa MOCMENIHO OTBeNa I1a3a, CIOBHO OH
MOT" [TIPOYECTb €€ MBICIIH.

— BbI 3aBTpakanm?

OnHa HaxXMypuJIaCh U MIOIHSJIACh, JAXKE €CJIU ITPU STOM €U MpU-
IIJIOCh CTOSITh CIIMIIKOM OM3KO OT Hero. Cujsl Ha Kpaelke CH-
JIeHbs1, IpsIMast Kak TaJjika, OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl KpaiHe TITyTIO.

— Mucrep Meppuk, MyTh K MOEMY CEPALYY JIEKUT HE YEPE3
KETYHOK.

OH BCKUHYJ YepHble OpPOBH:

— ¢l HatlenieH OTHIOAb HE Ha Ceplle, a Ha MHbIe YacTy BaIllero
Tesna, mucc Popcailr.

-0!

Kak ObI eii X0Temoch, YT00 OH MepecTall TO U JeJIO0 JIMIIATh e
Japa peun. bora pagu, urto ¢ Heut Takoe? He mMor e OH B camoM
JieJie OIHAM JIMIIIb TIOLIETyeM PYKH pa3pyIIuTh BCe ee He3blOse-
MbI€ MOpaJIbHBIE YCTOM.

Ero 6osbiiioit maserr HeOpexkHO MOTepcsi O ThUIBHYIO CTOPOHY
JIAJJOHMU.

— YuuTbiBasi, K€M Mbl CTaHEM JIPYT ISl Ipyra, HaM BIIOJTHE
MOXHO TpeHedpeus hopMasibHOCTIMU. MeHs 30ByT Jlxo3ed.

—INono3pesato, 4To MHE yoOHee MpUIePKUBATHLCS (popMab-
HOCTEH.



— A s yBepeH B pe3ysbTare, Kak Obl MbI JPYT Ipyra HU Ha3bl-
BaJy, bella.

— Uro xk, MpeKpacHo, — pa3apakeHHO Opocuiia OHa, MOTOM
BBINIPSAMUIIACH U OTHSUJIA CBOIO PYKY, YAMBUBILKCH, YTO OH €€ OT-
nyctuii. — Moxere Ha3biBaTh MeHs1 CUAOHU.

A mouemy Obl eMy U He OTITYCTUTD ee? OH Be/ib JOOUJICS, Yero
XOTeJI: 3aM0JTyYrsI €€ B CBOE MOJIHOE PACTIOPSKEHUE.

— OtmuHo. [TpocTo MBICTL O TOM, YTOOBI HAIIENTHIBATH BaM
Ha ymko «mucc PopcaiiT», korga s Oymy Mmorpyxarbcsi B Bac,
Jyepecuyp BO30yKaaroIa.

Omna BCIBIXHYJIA OT KPaCOYHOW KapTUHBI, KOTOPYIO OH HapH-
coBaJl.

— He roBopute Takue Bemu.

OH ynbIOHYJICSI ¢ pa3apaxaronieil ee HOTKOM TOpXKecTBa U
IarnyJ Omke, Bo3Bbiasch Haj CUIOHU.

— Urpa TonpKko HauMHAeTcs, a Thl yke Tepsellb 0UKo, bella.

Ha BeIpyuky eii npuiiesn rHeB. MoxkeT, OH U OTHOCUTCS K €€
OecuecTblo, CJIOBHO K HEBKHON MEJIOUM, HO OHA He MOXET BOC-
MPUHUMATD TO C TAKOU K€ JIETKOCThIO.

— Ilonarato, s NpUBBIKHY K Balllel BYJIbIAPHOCTH.

Ero cmex oOBUJICSI BOKPYI e OOOpPOHHUTEIBHOM CTEHBI, Kak
J103a, HETUISIOMAsACS 32 OCHIIAIIIYIOCS KAMEHHYIO KJIaIKYy.

— VBepeH, YTO MPUBLIKHEIIIb.

Meppuk npoiarai K IBepy U HIMPOKUM IEMOHCTPATUBHBIM
JKECTOM pacHaxHy ee.

— Ipoiinem B cronoyto? — O Gpocun Ha CuioHn 3arajoy-



HBII B3MJISA. — A MIOTOM MBI MOIJIA Obl IPOKATUTHCSI BEPXOM.

Omna nokpacHena Kak pax.

— Mucrep Meppuk. ..

Ero yneiOka caenanach magoBIMBOM.

— Hy u Kt10 13 Hac BynbrapeH? MHe HaJlo OCMOTPETh UMEHUE
niocsie OypH, U 5 TIOMYMAJT, 9TO ThI 3aX0UEIIlb MOBIIIATH CBEKUM
BO3yXOM.

Omna nmpomMapiumpoBajia MUMoO Hero B kopuaop. lllects qHei —
oHa OyzeT cBobonHa. U Gosbllie HUKOTAA He YBUIWT 3TOTO pac-
IyTHOTO, paszapaxawoiero [Ixo3eda Meppuka.

Ho a1 miects gHel o0emanT MyKU MOYUIIE aJOBbIX.

Korna Cunonu BOekasa Ha KOHIOIEHHBIH 1BOD, [lko3ed pas-
TOBApUBAJI C MAJIEHBPKUM XY/IBIM MYKYMHOMW, JIEPXKAIIAM TIOBO-
Ibsl IBYX TIOPOTUCTHIX JIOMIAJCH: KPEMOBOM apaOCKOW KOOBLITbI
Y KPYITHOTO 'HeJjoro MeprHa. He mpepbiBast pasroBopa, X0351H
3aMKa IMMocyaj e Jierkyio yasioky. OHa rmorparuiia Ha repeoje-
BaHKe OOJIbIlle BPEMEHH, YeM OHU YCJIOBUJIMCH, HO OH HE BHIKA-
3bIBJ1 HUKAKOro HeteprieHust. I BHOBb CUIOHU 33 ]yMaliach: Ha-
CKOJIbKO He TIOXOXH JAPYT Ha APYyra Ky3eHbl. YUJIbSIM HE BHIHOCUT
Jake MaJledIiero Heyno0CTBa M HAKUBIBAETCS HA JTIOOOTO, KTO
3aJIepKUBAET €ro Uil MellaeT emy.

[Mocnennuie Toapl, KOrAa OHA 3aHUMAJIACh TJIABHBIM 00pa3zom
TeM, 4TO Besa X03sicTBO bapcToy-xoma, He mogroropuau Cu-
JIOHM K 3all[UTe OT OMacHOro mopeckl. Korga-to oHa, JOIKHO
OBITh, JieJiesla IEBUYbA MEUTHI O TOM, UTO OJIHAK/IBI TIPEKpac-



HBIF TIPUHIT 00paTUT Ha Hee BHUMaHue. BodmoxkHo, CHIoHM 3TO-
ro He MOMHHUT. Kak ToJIbKO OHa IOB3pOCIIeNia JOCTATOUHO, YTOOBI
pazoOpaThCsl B CYIIHOCTH OpavHBIX y3, €e MEUThI CTajii Oojiee
MIPO3aUYHBIMU: HE3aBUCUMasl NOJI€3HAs1 KU3Hb, KOrJa PeIIeHUs
NPUHUMAET OHA CaMa M HUKAKOW MY>KUMHA He oOparaercsi ¢ Her
KaK CO CBOEH COOCTBEHHOCTHIO.

['py™M CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY B MPUBETCTBUM U Ucue3. Meppuk pas-
DJIsi/IbIBAT ee ¢ OlecKoM B Iiazax. DTO ObUI OTYACTH MYKCKOU
UHTEPEC, OTYACTH OJOOPEHUE, OTYACTH UTO-TO €IIle, Yer0 OHA He
MorJ1a KCTOJIKOBaTh. OH Kak OyATO 3a7aJ1 BOMPOC, U OHA CKa3aia
«Jla», He 3Hasl, Ha YTO COIJIACHIACh.

CuyioHn cTpsixHy/na OecHoOKOWHOE OIMyIIeHHe U B3[epHYJa
1o00poNoK. Pyku CTUCHY/ M M3SIITHBIA MaJICHbKHMH CTEK.

— Buky, Thl Hal1a aMa30HKY, — CKa3ajl OH HUYEro He BbIpa-
XKAIOIIUM TOHOM.

— A BBI, 5 BUKY, TOTOBbI KO BCSIKMM CJTy4allHOCTSIM BO BpeMsI
BU3UTOB JIaM, — SI3BUTEJIbHO MApUpPOBaJIa OHA.

Korga Cuonu yBujena MOJHYIO YEPHYI0O aMa30HKY, pasJio-
’KEHHYIO Ha KPOBaTHU — €ro KPoBaTH, — €l cTasio npoTtuBHO. OHa
yOenuiia ceOsi, YTO ero MHTPUKKU ee He KacaloTcsl, HO HelpUsIT-
HO€ YYBCTBO OCTaJIOCh.

Menkrie MOPIIIMHKY BOKPYT IM1a3 Meppuka yKa3bplBai Ha TO,
YTO OH TPSIYET YJIBIOKY.

— 41 HMKOrIa He MPUBO3WJ Clo[a JIIOOOBHHUII, €ClI 3TO TeOs
BOJIHYET.

— 41 He Bamma JMOOOBHUIIA, — OTPHI3HYJIACH OHA, PA303JIUBIIINCH,



YTO OH Cpa3y e MPUIKCAT €€ Pa3APaKUTEILHOCTh PEBHOCTH.

— U Bce xe. — OH BHUMATEJILHO OIVIsAEI ee. — AMa30HKa Te0e
BIIODY.

— Ciunikom y3ka. Muccuc buBeH npuiiioch nepemnmsarh my-
TOBHIIBI, TIO3TOMY $I M OTIO3/aJIa.

— T Gonee. .. meAPO OapeHa, YeM TBOS CecTpa.

OHa BbI3BIBAOILE TMOCMOTpPEIA €My B JIMIIO, DIYNO Tragas,
MIPEeNIOYNTAET JIM OH OoJiee U3SIIHYIO XeHIMHY. B cpaBHeHUn
C TOHKOM KaK TpOocTUHKa PobepToit oHa — BaJbKUpHS.

— Pobepra He e3nut BepxoMm, — oTo3Baiach CUI0HU, TBEPAS
cebe, 4To eil HET HUKAKOTO JieJia IO TOro, YTO JYMAeT ITOT HEero-
JISI O €€ BHEITHOCTH.

Ouepennast mycrast OpaBaga. OHa CTAaHOBUTCS BeChMa UCKYC-
HOH B 9TOM JIeJIe.

— 1 He HACTOJILKO XOPOIIO 3HAKOM C Jiegu Pobeproid, yToObI
3HATh O €€ Pa3BJICUEHUSIX... HE CUMTas IPUCTPACTUS K KApTOU-
HBIM UT'PAM.

— Boi cynure ee caunmkoM crporo. — CUAOHU caepkalia MopbiB
cKka3aTb MeppuKy, UTo ee cecTpa He Beerjia Oblila TaKOW HEPBHOW
Y HaJIMEHHOM, KaKO# OH ee 3HaeT. Korga oHu ObLIM IETbMU, JTIO-
60Bb PobepThl Obu1a 1151 CUAOHN eJMHCTBEHHBIM IPUOSKHUIIEM
OT MAaTEPUHCKOI'0 PABHOAYIINS U OTLOBCKOTO MPE3PEHUS.

OH noxaJ rjieyaMu:

— Omna ObL1a CPeACTBOM 17151 IOCTUXKEHUSI LIEIH.

['y6b1 CHIOHY MJIOTHO CXKAJIHCh.

— ITO CTaBUT MEHS Ha MECTO.



ThUTBHOW CTOPOHOM JIAJJOHU B MepyaTKe OH IPUIIOIHSIT ee
TOI00POJIOK.

— To1 coBepiieHHO MHOM Kareropuy, bella.

Jlacka — eciM 3T0O MUMOJIETHOE IPUKOCHOBEHHE MOKHO ObLIO
TaK Ha3BaTh — JUIMJIACH BCETO MTHOBeHHe, HO CHIOHM NPOYYB-
CTBOBAJIA €€ IO CAMbIX KOHUYMKOB NAJIbLEB. DTOT HEJENbIA (pu-
3WYECKUI OTKJIMK He TIO[/IaBAJICSI HUKAKUM Pa3yMHBIM OObsICHE-
HUSM.

— Jla, g comtacuiach He COIPOTUBIIATHLCA BaM, — CKa3ajla OHa
C HOTKaMU TOpeyH.

— JIeHb CIMIIKOM XOpOIIl, YTOObI CCOPUTHCS], — JIETKO OTO3BAJ-
cs1 oH. — [laBail s nomory Tede cecTb B ce[ylo, a To Kucmer yxe
NPOSIBJISIET HETEPIIEHUE.

Korna o yxBatui ee 3a tanmio, CHIOHM HCIyrajach, 4to py-
KM €ro 3aJiepxkarcs TaM, HO OH IPOCTO C 3aXBaThIBAIOIIEH TyX
JIETKOCTBIO o1Opocui ee B centio. [IpekpacHas jomaas HEpBHO
NepecTynuiia HOraMH, HO TYT ke 3aTuxJja, korga xo3ed ycro-
KaWBaloUIE 3arOBOPUJI C HEW.

«OH nMeeT NoAxo K KeHIIUHaM», — nogymaiia CUIOHH ¢ HO-
BBIM BCILIECKOM HerofoBaHus. CTpaHHO, uTo PoGepra onuckiBa-
JIa ero Kak XyTKOro ypoya, KOTOPbI MOXET PUBUIETHCS JIMLIb
B cTpamrHoM cHe. OHa MoMbITanach MPeJCcTaBUTh, KAK Obl BBITTIS-
nen Meppuk 0e3 pamMoB, HO OHHM Ka3aJIMCh TaKOW ke HEOTheM-
JIEMOW YaCThIO €0, KAK M YyBCTBEHHBIN POT.

OH marHyn Onvske ¥ cXBaTuiIcs 3a y3aeuky Kucmer.

— Cuau TMXO, MOKA 1 MOATSHY CTPEMEHA.



Jxo3ed caBrHYIT YepHbIe 0OKH JIEBYIIKH B cTOpOHY. Cu10H!
C IPOXKbIO OKMAAJIA, YTO OH IMPUKOCHETCS K HOTaM, HO €ro pyKu
LeJICHAPABJIEHHO 3aTATMBAIN KOXKaHbIe pEMEIKU. DTa YBepeH-
HOCTb CWJIBHBIX PYK MOPOJWJIA B HEW KaKOWM-TO CTPAHHBIN BHYT-
pennmii Tpenet. Co criuubl Kricmer eii Obuia MpeKpacHoO BUAHA
ero OyitHas meBemopa. OHa OblIa UCCUHSI-UYEPHOU M pacTpenaH-
HOM — ellle O/IHO YKa3aHKe, YTO OH TPeOyeT OT OKPYKAIOIIUX MPU-
HUMAaTh €r0 TAaKUM, KaKO! OH eCTb.

OH maray/1 Ha3aj v TOTHSLT I71a3a:

— To1 3amep3mna?

Kak ObI eif XOTesIoCh yMEeTh CKPBIBaTh CBOM PEAKIIHH.

— Her.

Cu1oHM OXHJaa KaKoro-HUOY/Ib 3aMeUaHusi HACUeT ee JIpo-
K1, HO OH TPOCTO MOBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI B3ATh CBOIO OOOPOBYIO
HIANKY C JJaBKU c3a1u. [11aBHbIM IBUKEHUEM MOJHSIICS B CEAJIO
THEJIOr0, U Cepille ee eKHYJIO OT BOCXUINEHHS CUJION U JIOBKO-
cTbio JIxo3eda.

«[loBepbre MHe, tesoro, 51 Oymy MpHKacaThCs K BaM BHOBb U
BHOBb TaK, KaKk BaM U HE CHUJIOCh.

Ona nozaBuia BOCIIOMHUHAHKE O TyraiolieM odenianuu Mep-
pUKa M, KOTJ]a OHU CTaJIN YIAISThCS OT 3aMKa, IPUHSIIACH JINXO-
PaZOYHO TOJBICKMBATh KaKyl-HUOYAb HEUTPAIBHYIO TEMY IS
paszroBopa. DTo ObLJIO TPYIHO, KOO BCSIKUE pa3, MOIISAAbIBas HA
Hero, CHJIOHU BCTIOMUHAJIA €70 MOLIETYH U TPUKOCHOBEHHSI.

— IloueMy BBl Ha3bIBacTe MEHS UTAIBSIHCKMMU cioBamu? 51
AymaJa, Bbl JOJUKHBI Obl TOBOPUTH... — OHa BAPYT BCHOMHWIIA,



YTO CBET CUUTAET €ro MaTh HUYEM He Jiyuilie nunoxu. Tema Kon-
cya110 AJbBapec, 0 BCe BUIUMOCTH, O[] 3aIIPETOM.

OH HacMelUTMBO BCKUHYJI OPOBb, JOTAAbIBASCH O €€ 3aTPy-
HEHUU.

— JloimkeH OerJio TOBOPUTh ITO-MCIIAaHCKH ?

— A passe HeT?

— Mos matb ymepna, korja MHe ObLJIO /1Ba rofa. 51 ee He mom-
HIO.

— MHe oYeHb Kallb. ..

[locnenoBano HenoBkoe MoyaHue. OHU MEepeceKv IIUpPO-
Koe 3es1eHoe nosie. CKaJibl BO3BBIIAIUCH ClIeBa OT HUX. BOJHBI
C IPOXOTOM Pa30MBAIUCh O KAMHU BHU3Y. YallKu MPOH3UTEIHHO
KpUYaJld, CJIOBHO MOTEPsIHHBIE TyIU. 3a COIMHOM, HA TOPU30H-
Te, BUJHeICA 3aMOK KpeliBeH. [laxe Ha COTHIE 3aMOK BBITJISIACIT
MpaYHbIM.

Mornuanue 3aTSHYJI0Ch, CAEJIAIOCh HEBO3MOKHO HETYLIUM.
JlomaarHblie KOMbITA IITyXO CTY4aJlv O IyCTyIo TpaBy. Jlenqu ®op-
CalT HepBHO O3WMpasach, WINA, O YeM Obl OroBopuTh. [loroma
— CJIMIIKOM OaHaJIbHO, HO 3aMEYaHUe HACUET CBETJIOTO JHS yikKe
BEPTEJIOCh Y HEE Ha SA3bIKE, KOIJ1a OH HAaKOHELl 3arOBOPUIIL:

— Ilocnie Toro kak MHe He yaayioch npeycners B ITone, orery
3a0past MeHs1 KuTh B BeHeruro.

YTO-TO B €ro TOHE YKa3blBaJIO, YTO 32 ITUM JIAKOHUYHBIM CO-
oOIeHreM CKpbiBaercs fonrast ucropusi. CUJOHM TaK MHOTOTO
He MIOHMMaJla U Tak MHOTO€ XOTesia y3Hatb. JInxopanouHoe Jio-
OOMBITCTBO TPEBOXKUIIO ee. MeppuK uyxoi, 1 OyJeT Jiydlie, ec-



JIM OH TAaKOBBIM M OCTAHETCS.

Korna oHa He 0T03Bas1ach, OH ITPOIOJIKIA:

— MB&I peako npuesxany B AHIJIMIO.

Cuyonn morna cebe mpeacTaBuTh noyemy. OHa Oblia erie
CJTUIIIKOM MaJia, YTOOBI MOMHUTh N3HAYAJIBHBIN CKaH/1A]T, KAcalo-
muics jopaa XonopyKa ¥ ero CaMO3BaHOM BUKOHTECCHI, HO 37TbIe
CIUIETHU MPOJOJIKAJIA MYCCUPOBAThCS U OB CITyCTs. Bripouem,
9Ta UCTOpUs MO OOJbIIel yacTu ocraBaiach 3araakoi. K npu-
Mepy, otkyna y xo3eda nossummck mpamsl Ha jauie? CuaoHu
OBLJIO M3BECTHO, UTO BCIO KU3Hb DHTOHN MeppHK OIpPOTECTOBHI-
BaJI HE3aKOHHOCTh cBoero Opaka. [Tocine ero cmeptu tutyn Xoi-
OpyKOB mepelen Kk Yunbsamy, Ky3eny xxoszeda. Yuubsimy, KOTo-
PhIli BCKOpPE TOCIe TIOMyYeHH s HacJie[IcTBa xkeHwuicsl Ha Pobepre
dopcant — KEeHWICA paau ee MPUAAHOTIO.

DHTOHU MeppuK B HEKOTOPOM POJE OTOMCTHJI IIOCMEPTHO.
OH ObUT OTHUM U3 OoraTeinmx Joaei B AHIJIMY, U, HE CUUTAs
Bapcroy-xoma B Yuntmmmpe u Meppuk-Xayca B JIoHgoHe, HU-
Yero U3 ero COCTOSIHUS He BOLIO B Manopart. [Tocne cmeprtu ot1-
1a IeBATh JieT Ha3zaj xo3ed Meppuk yHaciienoBal rpoMagHoe
cocTtosiHie. YuibsiM Meppuk ocTaics ¢ AByMsl OOBETIIABIINMU
JOMaMu, KOTOpbIE Js1/1s1 HAMEPEHHO 3aITyCTHII, U 6€3 CPeICTB s
NOJ/IePKaHKsT JOCTOMHCTBA TUTYJIAa BUKOHTA XOJIOpyKa.

C 1ot mopel cocrossHUe JIKo3eda MHOTOKPATHO YBEJIWYM-
sock. OH ObUT yMeH, peluTesieH, 0e3:XaloCTeH U He O0s1JICs HOB-
mrectB. Ero 6orarcTBo odecrieunBaio eMy ciepkaHHOe Mpr3Ha-
HIE B 00IIIeCTBE, HECMOTPSI Ha HE3aKOHHOPOKIEHHOCTD. YIJTbSIM



METAJICSl OT OJHOM (PMHAHCOBOM HEYAAYM K JPYrou, OKa B KOHLIE
KOHIIOB HE OKa3aJics Ha rpaHy OaHKpoTcTBa. C KaK/IbIM MPOBa-
JIOM €ro HeHaBUCThb K JIko3edy Bo3pacTana, mpeBpaliasch B Ma-
HU1I0. CrobKO pa3 CUIOHU CrbllIaia, Kak YWIbsIM MPOK/IMHAET
cBoero Ky3eHa. Ero Hamagku Ha PoOepTy cTaHOBHIIMCH OCOOCH-
HO 37100HBIMH, Korja JIxo3ed B ouepeHON pa3 B 4eM-TO Ofiep-
’KMBaJ Ha/l HUM BepX.

Meppuk cBepHyJ K Kpato 1ojisi. CuJOHH NocieIoBaja 32 HUM
1O MTOJIOTOMY CKJIOHY K IIIMPOKOMY U3rudy oepera. Hecmotps Ha
TETUTbIN JIEHb, MOpe ObLIO OYPHBIM U BOJIHBI C OTTYIIATETHHBIM
I'POXOTOM yaapsuich o O6eper. BHe3armHo omryTiB MOTpeOHOCTh
B cBOOOJIE M CKOpOCTH, OHa mycTuiia Kucmer B rason. Kopotkwii
MPOMEKYTOK BpeMeHH Jiear PopcaiiT JTIOBUIa CBUCTSAIIUI COJle-
HBII1 BO3/1yX J1a CJIbIIAJNA CTYK KONBIT 10 M1ajgkomy necky. Ona
ciplnana Meppuka no3aau, HO He OIJIsiIpiBaiachk. B 3Tu Mryo-
BEHUS eil XOTeI0Ch AyMaTh, UTO OHA MOXET yOexaTh OT HelpH-
SITHOCTEN.

CumoHM JOCKakaiga A0 YCESHHOTO CKAaJbHBIMH OOJIOMKAMM
Kpas Oepera u HatsiHyJ1a oBobsi Kucmer. [lotom nosepHynach
B ceJyle ¥ HaOmogaa 3a CTpeMUTEbHBIM NPUOIMKeHrneM Mep-
puKa. bosbIon rHe10M, pe3Ko OCTAHOBUBIIIUCH PSIZIOM, BCTAJI Ha
1pI0b1. Tperiet mpoOeskalt OT TOro, Kak Jerko Meppuk cripaBujICs
CO CBOMM HEPBHBIM CKaKyHOM. DTH yYMeJIble PyKH, YTO YCIOKO-
WM B3BUHYEHHYIO JIOIIa/Ib, CKOPO OYIyT KacaTbCs ee Tesa.

HaktonuBimch, 4ToObl MOTpENaTh ATIACHYIO JIOHIAJUHYIO
mero, [[xo3ed B3rsaHy1 Ha Hee. CBET B €ro cepeOpUCTHIX I1a3ax



TOBOPUJI O TOM, YTO OH JIOTQ/IbIBAETCS O HAIPABJICHUM €€ MBbIC-
neu. Hy pazymeercs.

— HemHoro syurie? — DTOT Jierkuil u3rud ryd mnpopesasicst
NPSIMUKOM K €€ Cepally.

Omna 3amoprana. K cepaity? Her, ner, Her! Cepniie ee He Oy-
net 3arpoHyTo. OHa u 6e3 Toro OajlaHCHpyeT Ha Kpalo IMPOTIacTH,
npojaBasi CBOe TeJIo.

OH 3aMeTH1 ee CMsITEHUE.

— Yr0 cnyuunnocs?

Cunonn 3akycuia ry0y U BbIOpasia OMacHyI0 YeCTHOCTb.

— 51 Bce BpeMsI 3a0bIBal0, YTO BbI HAMEPEHBI IOTyOUTHh MEHSI.

Ecmu 6 CunoHu He cMOTpesia TaKk BHUMATENIBHO, TO MOIJIA Obl
1 He 3aMETUTh TeHU OECIIOKOMCTBA, TPOMETBKHYBITIEH B €ro Ij1a-
3ax. Eif mpuiwio B ronoy: eciii MepprK MOXET YATaTh €€ MbIC-
JIM, TO ¥ OHA YYUTCS IOHUMATh ero. JTa BTOPraiommascs MHTHM-
HOCTb Ocnia0iisiia CONPOTUBIIEHUE, HO OHA HE 3HaJIa, KaK C Hel
O0opoThCS.

— Huyero papukanbHOro, — MATKO MPOroBOPUJI OH. — DTO To-
THYecKas aTMocepa pa3KuraetT TBoe BOOOpaKeHHe.

MepuH npuaBuraics Bce Onmke, noka Hora Meppuka He ynia-
puiachk 0 ee Hory. OH MPOTSIHYJ PyKy U OOXBaTHII ee 3a Ielo,
3apBIBIIMCh MAJBIAMU B PACTPENABIIMECS OT OBICTPON CKAYKH
npsiau. Koxy o6aano xapom.

O boxe. ..

Buytpu CuioHu Bce 3aJp0Kajio MEJIKOM HEPBHOM JPOKbIO.
[poksaToe obemanue MO3BOIATh €My BOJBHOCTU OBLIO OIIHO-



KOi1, HO TeNeph YK€ MO3JHO OTCTYNATh.

— Meppuk... — OHa onenenena, He OTCTPaHAACh.

— xo3ed.

Ona cy3uia rasa.

— Xoporuo, mycts Oyaet xozed. OTmycTute MeHsl.

Jlepxka ee ¢ MATKON HEYMOJIMMOCTBIO, OH TIPHIBHHYJICS OJH-
xke. OTBET ero npo3Byyas MENnoToM:

— Hy ner, Cunonu. Hukorna He mpocu otmyctuth Te0s. [Toka
— HeT. He panbiie, yeM mbl mo3HaeM paiickoe 01aKeHCTBO.

— [Ipexparure. — Cepaue ee KOJIOTUIOCh TaK CHIIBHO, 4TO TO-
TOBO ObUIO BBICKOYMUTH U3 TPYAH.

— IIpekparu Ob1, ecii 6 MOT.

Ona Hanpsriach roj ero pyKou.

— [mynocty, BB MPOCTO UIpaeTe CO MHOM.

— HecomneHnHo, tesoro. Ho Tel cama BuHOBata B 310M. ThI Ta-
Kas HEOTpa3uMasi, YTo s MPOCTO HE B CUJIAX. .. YCTOATh.

— Bosbmure cebs B pyku, muctep Meppuk. Oponeiite 3Ty cia-
60CTb.

— 4 nbITarock, 1oporas, s MeITaloCh.

— 4 Bac yKkyiy, — npurpo3ujia OHa, HO He TIOUIEBEJINIIACh.

— A v cam TeOs yKyI1y, pexae yeM 3aKoHvy. — B3risi ero 3a-
Aepxaics Ha ee ryoax, otdero cepaue CHIOHM MOJIOTOM 3aCTy-
Yajio B MAHUYECKOM Tpenoctepexxenun. — CheM Teds, Kak crie-
JIbIIA TIEPCHK, BMECTE CO BCEM COKOM M C/IaI0CThI0. A MOTOM 00-
JIVIKY TYOBI.

Omna 3Hanma JOBOJIBHO, YTOOBI MOHSTH, YTO OH MOAPA3yMeBaeT



rpex. bosbie yem npocto nouenyu, 3To yxk HaBepHskKa. s ra-
KOTO TIOBECHI, KaK OH, TIOIEJTYH, JOJDKHO ObITh, TaKask MEJIOUb.

— Bbl... BBl yraere MeHsi, MUCTEP MeppuK.

XoTs cTpax ObUT JIMIIb YaCThIO TOTO, YTO OHA YYBCTBOBAJA.
dusnyeckas 61M30CTh HUKOI/A He MpuBjekana ee. OHa U Mo-
MBICJTUTh HE MOIJIA O TOM, 4TOOBI OTAaThcsl My)kunHe. Ho uro-
TO B Meppuke 3a:KUrajio ee KpoBb HAPOKAAIOIIUMCS KETAHUEM,
HECMOTPsI Ha TO YTO OHA 3HAJIa O HEM U YTO OH YTOTOBWJI /1J15 HEE.

— Cmenee, mucc Popcaint! — OH HacMexasicsl HaJl ee XOJIO/I-
HbIM (popMam3mom. OHa 1 cama YyBCTBOBasa cebs IIymo, Ha-
3bIBasl €ro «Muctep Meppuk», KOraa OH BOT-BOT MolienyeT ee. B
YyepTax ero nNpocTynujia HeyMOJIMMOCTb. — boJibllle HUKaKuX OT-
TOBOPOK M HUKaKuX Bo3paxeHuit, Cunonu. Haunem urpy. Tpo-
(peu — modemuTemO.



I'naBa 5

CuoHM TIPUTOTOBMIJIACH 3aHOBO TEPEKUTh BUEPAITHUM 1ie-
JIOMYJIpEHHBIN Motienyid. bbiia Ta ke Henm30exkHast UHTUMHOCTb.
Tor ke HEeBOJBbHBIM BOCTOPr. TO € TOMMUTEIBHOE OXHUAAHUE,
CJIOBHO OTKPOBEHHE — BOT OHO, COBCEM PSJIOM, CTOUT TOJIBKO
MPOTAHYThH PYKy. Bcero atoro yxe ObUIO TOBOJBHO, HO HA 3TOT
pas... MOoLENyil OKa3aJiCsl UHBIM.

[Monenyi nepeaasan 6e3ommoOodHOe Mpuranienue. Ho k ve-
My ? Cu1oHM ObLj1a CJIMIITKOM HEOIBITHA, YTOOBI 3HATh 3T0. O1Ha-
KO MPEKPACHO NTOHUMAJIa, YTO MaJieIliee BCTPEUHOE JBUKEHUE
C ee CTOpPOHBI HaBJieueT Ha Hee Oejibl, C KOTOPHIMH OHA HEe CMO-
KeT coBiagaTh. Kak v mponuion HOYbIO, OHa OCTAaBAJIACh HEMNO-
JBUKHOM MOJ1 ero rydamMu, Ha/iesiCh, YTO OTCYTCTBUE MOOIIPEHUS
OCTaHOBHUT €ro.

Hanpachasa Hagexna.

Il:xo3ed 1ienoBas ee He CIielna, ¥ CKOpO COMPOTUBIICHHUE TIaB-
HO TIePETEeKJIO BO BCEMOIJIONIAIIIEE OCTPOE OIIyIEHHUE: TJIaj-
KOU TBEPIAOCTH €ro Ty0, MATKO CTHOAIOIIMXCS U pa3rHOAIONTUXCS
NaJIbIIEB PYKH Ha 3aThUIKE, JIMXOPAIOYHOTO CTYKa COOCTBEHHO-
ro cepaua. BHu3y ®uBOTa CIENanOCh HECTEPITUMO TOPSY0. DTO
HE3HAKOMOE, HEMpOIIIeHOe OIIYIIeHUe MaHUJIO €€ TOTPY3UThCs
B Tolieyid. B cMsaTeHnn oHa oTonBHUHYJach. KrcMeT TMXOHBKO
3apkajia U NepecTymnuia Horamu.

— [, — MArko nporosopui Meppux.



— D10 BH MHe Wi Jomaau? — CugoHu npe3upana ceds 3a
MPENATeNIbCKYI0 XPHUIIOTILY B TOJIOCE.

OH THXO paccMmesuics:

— A THI KaK 1ymaeuib?

— Jlymaro, Bam HaJ10 OCTaHOBUTBCA. — PyKu ee c:xxam moBozps,
XOTsI OHA TIOCTapasach OOJbIIE He TPEBOKUTS JIOIIA .

— Eme Her, — Bo3pasuit OH, U OT BO30YXJEHUs, TOOJIECKMBA-
IOIET0 y HeTo B I71a3ax, e KPoBb ObIcTpee nmodekaa 1o KuiaM.

Jlenu dopcaiiT ucnycTriaa MHOTOCTPaJaIbHbIN B3OX.

— Hy Tak naBante yxe, NOKOHYUTE C ITUM.

I'naza [Ixxo3eda 3aucKpuInch BeceabeM, KOTOPOe CKOPO CTa-
JIO HEOTPa3UMBbIM, Oy/Ib OH HeJaJIeH.

— Hezauem ymonsrs, tesoro.

OH Kperrue 0OXBATHUII ee ITIel0, XOTsI OHa Cpasy e MOHsIa Oec-
CMBICJIEHHOCTb TIONIBITKY TIoOera. OHa J1aia emy oOelnaHue, 'y
Hero no-npexHemy pacrnucku Podeptst. Tlonenyu Boixoqum 3a
MpeJiesibl X COIVIAIeHHs], HO OHa MPEKPACHO 3HAJA, YTO OH 3a-
MBIIUIST cOONa3HEeHUe, TpejyIaras 3Ty CIeNKY.

Meppuk norepcs rydamu o ryosl Cu1oHU, MOIIEeIOBa YTOJIK!
ee pra, clierka MPUKYCUI HUXKHIO ry0y. YIOBOIbCTBUE Clesa-
JI0Ch ertie Oostee ornacHo MaH M. CHIOHY W3/1aj1a PUTTYIIEeH-
HBII BO3IJIaC OECIIOKOWCTBA, TIOJIOKHUB PYKY eMy Ha Tpyab. Uto-
ObI OTTOJIKHYTb WJIM TIpUBJiedb Omke? TpyaHo ObUIO CKa3aTh.

Beku ee, ApOrHyB, OIYCTWIWCh, U YYBCTBA HAIlOJHWIKCH
MeppukoM. Ero MyxCKkuM 3araxom, TaKUM Yy:KMM U B TO Ke
BpeMsi COONTA3HUTENTLHBIM. JIMXOpa 0uHbIM OMeHUEeM ero cepiiia



y Hee To[1 JIaJoHbI0. TBep/IbIM TEIJIoM pTa.

Korjma si3plk €ro KOCHYJICS ee Tam, TJie OH IIeJIOBaJl, OHA
B31porHysia. Bor crpanHocts! Eciiu 6 OH ckazan e, 4To coou-
paertcsi m3ath ee, el Obl CTaJIo MPOTUBHO. A Ha Jiejie 3TO OKa3a-
JIOCh. .. uHTpHryMole. OHa MPOTECTYIOIIE 3aMblualia, pyKa CTUC-
HyJIa ero cBoOOAHYy pyOamky. CrepxuBaemMasi MOIIb TION Py-
Oarkoy nomkHa Oblia Obl HAIyTaTh €e, HO cefvac 3Ta CHjia CKO-
pee nmpoOyxaaia JToOOMBITCTBO, YeM OECTIIOKOMCTBO.

Ero norenyii yxe u 6e3 Toro ocnadun ee 3apaBombicive. Cu-
JIOHM JTydIlie OOJIBIIIMHCTBA KEHIVH 3HaJIa 1IEHy TOTO, YTOOBI
OTJIaThCSI HA MUJIOCTh MY)KYMHE, OCOOEHHO TpeOOBaTeIbHOMY U
BiactHomy. OHa Bujiena, Kak MaTh Tasla Kak MpU3pak Moj OT-
IIOBCKMM rocrofictTBoM. Bupena 6ecriomoniHocts PodepTsl mpo-
B Yuibsma. CugoHM He oOMaHbIBasack: obasHue Meppuka
CKpPBIBAaeT YTO-TO MHOE, HEeXKEJU KeJIaHUEe TIOMIUHSITh.

Omna 6eccBsA3HO 3aMpOTECTOBAIAa U TIOMBITAIACH OTOPBATHCS,
HO ero xBaTka Obula HeyMouMou. OH Mo-TIpeKHeMY JIeTKO Ka-
caJics ee TyO CBOMMM, CJIOBHO TTPOOysI Ha BKYC.

Cu1IoHM HEOCO3HAHHO BBITISITHIIA TYOBI. Beero v, Hamek Ha
OTBETHBII MoLIeNTyH, He Oonee. OH U31aJ1 TOPJIOM YIOBJIETBOPEH-
HBIIA pOKOT. Y Hee 3acocasio o Joxkeukoit. OHa 0co3Hasa, uTo,
YCTYIUB TaK MaJio, OHa ycTynuia MHoro. CHJIOHU cienania 1mo-
IBITKY OTCTYIUTh Ha TIpexHue no3utiui. Ho 610 no3aHo. Py-
Ka y Hee Ha 3aThUIKe CKajlach W MPUTSAHY/a ee. Bosbie mbuia.
Bonbiie He:xxHOCTH. Bosbiie nouesnyes, 3a3bIBaOIINX €€ B HEU3-
BeJIaHHOE.



K tomy Bpemenu kak [Ixo3ed nonHsut ronoBy, Cuionu apo-
’Kajla OT CTpaxa, HEeroJOoBaHUsI U HEMPOIIEHOr0 YyBCTBEHHOTO
oTkyMKa. CrenaB NPOTSKHBIN, CYTOPOKHBIN BJIOX, OHA OTKPBI-
Ja u3ymieHHble rmaza. OH ObUT Tak ONM3KO, YTO e MPUIILIOCh
OTKJIOHUTBCS Ha3aJl, 9TOObI YuepThl ero nonam B pokyc. OH Ha-
Omofan 3a Hel ¢ HACTOPOKEHHOCTBIO, KOTOpasi MPOTUBOPEUIIA
HETOPOIUIMBOM CJ1aJJOCTH TOLIEITYS.

— Bbl He 10o/KHBI ObUTH 3TOTO JIenaTh. — B ronoce ee mpo3By-
4aJio CKopee CMSITEHHE, YeM MPaBe/IHbIN THEB.

Betep urpan ¢ ee pacTpenaHHBIME BOJIOCAMH, Opocast psiau
B 0. Kuicmer crosina criokoiiHo. ['Henoit Meppuka oOHIOXH-
BaJl KaKMe-TO BOAOPOCIU. B HECKOJBKMX IlIarax OT HUX BOJIHBI
pazouBaschk o 6eper. Korma Meppuk 11e/1oBa1 ee, oHa CIibliaa
JIMIIb TUKUH TaHell COOCTBEHHOTO CEp/Iia, OCTaBasICh TITYXOH KO
BCEMY OCTaJIbHOMY, BKJIIOYAsi TPeOOBAHMSI CAMOCOXPAHEHUSI.

Jl;xo3ed HEeKHO MPOBEN NaJIbIIEM HEBUIMMYIO JIMHUIO BJOJIb
mekn Cugonu. [Iporioit HOYbIo OH BOT TaK JKe KacaJycs ee 00-
Ha)KEHHOU rpyau. DTO BOCIIOMUHAHKE TIOICTETHYJIO THEB, KOTO-
pblii eil creioBaio Obl MPU3BaTh Ha BHIPYUKY, KOIJIA OH TOJBKO
HauaJ LeJIoBaTh €e.

— He Hano. — OHa otaepHyna ronoBy. OT pe3KOro ABUKEHUS
BcagaUIbl KrcmeTr 6ecriokoiHO mepecTynuia HOraMu.

— TeOs HuKOrAA paHblle He 1eoBau, n1a? — B ronoce Mep-
pUKa He ObLJIO0 00bIYHOM HacMenuMBOCTU. OH Kazascsi MoTps-
cenHbiM. CepeOpHCThIe T71a3a ero ObUIM MATKUMU, KaK OCEHHUI
TYMaH, ¥ POT TOXe ObUT MSTKUM, TTOJTHBIM U JI0 HEBO3MOKHOCTH



COOJa3HUTEITHHBIM.

Omna 3amopraia, yKacHyBIINCh, KOT/Ia 10 Hee JIOIILIO, YTO OHa
IJ1a3eeT Ha Hero, Kak peOeHOK, 3a4apOBaHHbBIN POXK/ICCTBEHCKH-
MU CBEYaMHU.

— Yro... yTO BHI CKazamm?

OH cMoTpes Ha Hee MOYTU HeXHO. [ 1e-To B 1ajibHEM YTOJIKe
CO3HaHM 3a3BeHeso npegocrepexkenue. Ocreperamcs! Ocrepe-
raycs!

— TeOs HUKOrA paHbIlle HE HeTOBaIN?

Ona HaxMypwWIach, BITASICh TIOHSITh CMBICIT €T0 CJIOB.

— KoHeuHo xe, 11eJ10BajIu.

OH ckenTuYecKku BO3/es OpOBb:

— Teicsum pas. Pyyaroce.

OHa BCIIBIXHYJIA U C CHJIOW CTHCHYJIA TIOBOMbsI, OOPSICh C XKe-
JIAHUEM YJIApPUTh €ro.

— Her. Bol nenoBanu MeHs Buepa. — B rosoce ee nmposiBUII0Ch
pasnpaxenue. — Miu Bbl HE TOMHUTE?

Pyka ero ckonb3HyJ1a el mof, mogoopoaoK U MPUITOJHSIA JIU-
110. OH pa3rsaabpBai ee Kak Kakylo-To MPUYY/JIMBYIO HOBYIO pa3-
HOBUJHOCTb I10]] YBEIUUUTEIbHBIM CTEKJIOM.

— Pazymeercs s nomHio, bella. Bocriomunanue o6 3ToM mipe-
crnemyet MeHs. [Ipocto Tel erie Gosee... HETPOHYTA, YeM s JTIy-
MaJl.

Pa3npaxxeHne BCIIBIXHYJIO B HEM OT TOTO, YTO OH CMEET Ha-
CMeXaThCsl HaJl €€ HeOMbITHOCThI0. CHIOHM Pe3KO BBICBOOOIMIIA
TOI00POJIOK.



— YV MeHs HeT MPUBBIYKYU SKIIATHCS ¢ OECTIPUHITUITHBIMU Pac-
nyTHuKamu. [Touemy BB Mpugaere 3ToMy Takoe 3HaueHue? Boi
’Ke 3HaeTe, 4To S IEBCTBEHHMIIA.

— O pa! — YTo-TO BCOBIXHYJIO B €r0 NIYOOKO MOCAXEHHBIX Ce-
peOpUCTBIX T71a3ax, Mpekae YeM OH OIyCTWUJI B3I Ha ee Ty-
Ob1. — Ho ThI maske Oosiee. .. IEBCTBEHHMIIA, YeM $I TIOJIaraJl.

— Henb3s ObITh OOJiee NEBCTBEHHUIIEH, YeM JIeBCTBEHHUIIA, —
orpbiHys1ach CHJIOHU.

Jl:xo3ed HaKJIOHWIICA BIEperd ¢ OYeBUIHBIM HamepeHueM. C
Hee ObLIO TOBOJIBHO JIKVBBIX TOLIETYEB U CAPKACTUIECKOTO TOJI-
npasHuBanusi. OHa U3BEPHYJIACh, YTOOBI YKJIOHUThCS, — Kucmer
(ppipkHYIa 1 OECTIOKOMHO MOMATUIACK.

— Topy! — Meppuk cxBarun y3aeuky Kucmer, v jomaap TyT
Ke ycrokowack. — Cnesaid, CUIOHH.

DTOT pe3Kuil, OecliepeMOHHBII TOH BKYTIE C HACMEIIIKaMU HaJ]
€e HeYKJIIO)KECThI0 OKOHYATEJIbHO BhIBe Jiequ dopcailt u3 ceodsl.

— To, 4TO 51 MO3BOMNMJIA BaM MOLIENIOBATh ceOsl, He O3HAYAET,
9TO 51 COOMPAIOCH OE3POMOTHO TOTIUHSITHCSI.

OH npoaosKal CMESAThCS HaJl HEil:

— Jlaxxe s He HACTOJIBLKO camoHajesH, bella. Ho Tebs paBHO
ropa Hay4uTh 1IeJIOBAThCS, a 51 HE MOTY BBIIOJHSATH ITY 3aJauy,
KOI/Ia MbI TOTO U TJISIM IIIJIETTHEMCS Ha 3a/IHUIIBL.

— 4 He xemnalo U JabIile CHOCUTh 3TO BYJIbIapHOE JIarlaHbe.

— WHTepec K (pu3nyecKoMy YJOBOJILCTBHIO BITOJIHE €CTECTBEH.
TyT Heuero cTbiauTbCs. — [xo3ed cnemmics u cBs3al NOBOIbs
THEJIOTO y HEero Ha Iiee, YTOObI OHU He CBENMBAINCh. — 1 He n3-



32 YEro U3BUHSTHCS.

Ox, Kak ke er XOTeJIOCh BJIeNnuTh eMy nomeunHy! Pyka cxka-
Jlach B KYJIaK.

— 41 He U3BUHAIOCH.

OH He oOpaTujI Ha 3TO BHUMAaHUSI.

— Th1, MOMKHO OBITH, CTOPAEIIIb OT JIDOOIBITCTRA.

— 4 cropaio ot *keaHus AaTh BaM 3aTPElIvHY.

OH XJIONHYJ JIAJJOHBIO N0 KPYIy THEIOTO — TOT, (PBIPKHYB,
OTOIIIe]T C JIOPOTH, TIOTOM MPUOTU3WIICS K KUIISIIEH HerogoBa-
HueM Cunonu, cuzaeBiner BepxoMm Ha Kucwmer.

— IlopaBnsiemasi crpacth, eciv He JaTh el BbIxoja, oOparia-
€TCsl B HaCUJIKE.

— TosnpKo ecnu Thl yMaTUILIEHHBIM.

— 4 xmy He moxmych, Korma uiny TeOs yma, tesoro. U He
B3lyMal yckakaTb. — OH cxBaTtuics 3a y3geuky. Yro x, vH-
CTUHKTBHI y HEro npekpacHbsle. IMEHHO 3T0 OHa U HamepeBasach
cnenartb. — Heyxenu teGe He X0Tesnoch Obl y3HATh, YTO ThI TIOTE-
psna?

— Bbl TONIBKO 4TO MOKa3aau MHe, 4to 5 norepsia. CToIbKO
1IymMa 13 HU4ero.

— Heckosibko MUHYT Ha3aj Thl HE jKaJI0BaJIACh.

Meppuk niponomkan yibiOarecsi. Pa3pasu ero rpom, oH He
BOCIIPUHHMMAET €€ Bcepbe3. BhITh MOXET, MOTOMY, YTO OHa Ha
OJVH 3alpEeTHbII MUT UMeJIa [JIyIIOCTh OTBETUTD Ha MOLIETYH.

— Bbl IpocTo 3aCcTUIIM MEHsI BPACILIOX.

— Crasno ObITh, HAa TOT pa3 CUUTAH, YTO THI 3apaHee Mpey-



npesxaeHa. — [Ixozed ornycrun Kucmer u cxBatui Cuionu 3a
Taymo. OHa — JKeHIMHA HeMaJieHbKasi, B cpaBHeHnH ¢ Pobeproit
HacTosimasi pabodast Jiomiaas, Ho MeppHK JIerKo TOAHSUT ee U3
ceJia ¥ MOCTaBUJI Ha 3EMIIIO.

— Jlomagu yoeryt, — npobopmotasia CHIOHH, OLIYTHB Ka-
KyIO-TO HEOOBSICHUMYIO CladOCTh B HOTax OT €ro OJM30CTH.
Cepaue oOMepI1o, a MOTOM YXHYJIO KyJa-To BHU3. OHa Tak HEBbI-
HOCHMO OCTPO OIIyIIaJia ero Kpernkue, CUJIbHbIE PYKH, YAESPKU-
BalOIIKE ee.

— Ecim yberyT, To mpocTo BepHYTCS B KOHIOITHIO, & HAM TIPH-
JIeTCS UATA OOPATHO TEIIKOM.

CJ0BHO B J1I0Ka3aTeNIbCTBO, UTO ee cTpaxu 6ecriouBeHHbl, Kuic-
MET OTOIIIa HA HECKOJIbKO ITaroB U OCTAHOBUJIACH PSIJIOM C THE-
TIBIM.

— 41 ybery, — cka3ana CujioHd, He IIeJIOXHYBIIIUC.

— 41 noronio.

— 3aueM yTpyxaarbcsa?

OH B3s1 ee apoXaiye PyKd, U OHa, TJIymasi U cjadasi KeH-
IIMHA, HEe BOCIPOTUBWIACh. OMacHOCTh yke OyKBaJIbHO Omiia B
Halar, HO OHa OCTaBaJlaCh HA MeCTe KaK MPUKOBAaHHAsI.

— 3atem, 4TO Thl OYEHb KpacuBas, dolcissima, — MSITKO mpo-
rOBOPMJI OH. — Pa3Be Thl 3TOTO HE 3Haelllb?

Houblo OH ToXe roBopu ei, uto oHa Kpacusas. [lepen tem
Kak B pazapaxkeHuu ymien. Ceidlyac OH Ka3ajcsl TaKUM ke UC-
KpeHHUM, Kak u torga. M, kak u Toraa, cepiiie ee, eKHyB, 3a-
MepJIo.



— DT0 U3BeCTHasl YJIOBKA MOBECHI — TOBOPUTH JIEBYIIIKE, YTO
OHA KpacuBa.

— U kak — nerctByer? — Becesio nonHrepecoBaiics Jxxo3ed,
CTSTUBAsl C Hee MepyUaTKU.

— Her. — Xorenock Obl €11, 4TOOBI 9TO OBLIO TaK.

— Xasb. — OH 6pocui ee iepyaTKy Ha 3eMJTIO U CTSIHYJI CBOU. —
[MpoknsTee! Ha Tebe Bcerma ykacHO MHOTO OIEKAbL. DTO Tak
HEYI00HO.

«He Bcerma».

Drta MBICTbh TIOBUCTA MEXy HAMH, CJIOBHO IMPOWU3HECEHHAS
BCyx. OHa mora yoexath, oH Oosibilie He nepxkai ee. «auTe,
WJIATE Xe», — MPUKa3biBajla OHa CBOMM HOTam, HO OHU YIPSMO
OTKa3bIBAJIMCh CIBUHYTHCS C MECTa.

— $1 He HaxOXKy 3TO HEYHOOHBIM.

— Ente ojuH npuckopOHbIN IpU3HaK HeBUHHOCTU. Korma-Hu-
Oyapb Thl Oyzielb OarofgapHa MHeE 3a TO, UTO s MoKa3as Tede uTo
K YeMmy.

Ee ryOsl HEOmOOPUTETEHO CIKATUCH.

— 910 0011IECTBEHHAA 00SA3aHHOCTD?

Xoportio Obl, ecir O el Tak He HpaBUJICS ero cMeX. Besakuit
pas, Korja OHa CJIbIIIaa 3TOT ITyOOKUI MEOAUYHBIA POKOT, ee
TaK C TPYAOM BBICTpOEHHAasi 000pOHa cradea.

— lonr niepet CBOUMH COOPaThsSIMH.

— OHH, BEepOSATHO, IaAyT BaM Me/alib, — CJ1ad0 MpOroBopusia
OHa, KOI/Ia OH OOXBATUJI €€ JIUIO PyKaMHU.

CynopoxHo BTsHYB BO3ayX, CuoHu mpu3Bana ceOsi ObITh



cuiibHOM. [locTapasach npuaaTh KeCTKOCTU MO3BOHOYHUKY, KO-
TOPBIN MOKA3BIBAJ YAPYUAIOIIyI0 CKJIOHHOCTh U3TMOAThCSI B €T0
CTOPOHY.

— PoIlfapckuil TUTYJ1 IO MEHbIIIE Mepe.

— 3a yciyru nepej KeHCKUM 1ojioM. — CUAoHU XoTesa, 4To-
OBbI 3TO MPO3BYYAJIO CAPKACTUUYECKH, HO BBIILIO B3BOJTHOBAHHO,
C MPU/IbIXaHUEM.

Ero rnaza BCBIXHYJH.

— O, s HamMepeH nocyXuTh Tede, bella. — M mpex e yem ona
npuayMana eie OAHO HeyOeauTeTbHOe BO3pakeHue, OH IpH-
6:1m3U TYOBI K ee rydam.

Teruto. Msarkocts. TpernerHas HeyBEpeHHOCTb. CKPBITOE Ke-
JIaHUE OTKJIMKHYThCS. J’ko3ed BKYCHIT Bce 9TO, KOT/IA MPHJIBHYIT
k Tyoam Cuonu. OH He MOT CKa3aTh, IoYeMy ObLT TaK TTy0o-
KO TPOHYT TeM, UTO OKa3aJicsl IEPBBIM, KTO MolieioBa ee. Peak-
1I1s1 COOCTBEHHOTO TeJia Oblila BIIOJTHE MpeacKa3yeMon. Yke ofi-
HO ee TPHUCYTCTBHE BO30yxkaio ero. M tak OpU10 C camoro Ha-
yaja. Kakoi Obl cluIol OHa HU 00Jaaia, OH ObLI OECIIOMOILIEH
NIPOTUB Hee.

[TpoGHO, IETOHBKO OH JIM3aJl, MOKYChIBAJ CxKaTble IyOobl. OHa
ieHnTeNbHA. Jlaxe ceffuac, Korja ycTynaeTr 4yTh OOJbIIle, YeM
BYepa, U JIPOXUT B ero pykax. OH Bce ellle He YBEpeH: 3TO OT
BO30YXK/IEHHS WM OT cTpaxa. B ee ra3zax oH mpouen u JioOo-
NIBITCTBO, M CMsITeHUE. ['yCThie KallTaHOBbIE BOJIOCHI IIEKOTAIIH
emy nabipl. [Tocie 6e3yMHON CKauK¥ OHA BBITJISI/IEa BOCXUTH-



TeJIbHO pacTpenaHHor. M 3To HaBOAMIIO ero Ha MbICTh 00 MHBIX
0e3yMHBIX CKauKaXx, B KOTOPBIE €My XOTeJIOCh Obl ITyCTUTHCSI BME-
CTe C HeM.

[NonHsB ronoBy, oH nocMoTpes Ha Hee. [aza CugoHu ObuM
3aKpbITHI, IIEKU Mbutad. Ho3apu ero pa3aynuch, Koraa oH BTsI-
HYJI IpOOYXAAI0IIIe BOCTIOMUHAHUS 3araxu Mopst u CHIOHU.

— OTkpon poTHK, tesoro. — JI:xxo3ed MpUNoOaHsI ee JUIO. —
OTKpOM /1J151 MEHSI CBOM POTHK.

['naza ee mmpoko pacnaxHyIuch. Ha omuH NbsiHAIIMNA MUT OH
YTOHYJI B UX KapWX TIIyOMHaX — HACHIICHHBIX, OCEHHUX, TyB-
CTBEHHBIX.

— OTKpHITB?..

OH BOCIIONTB30BAJICS ILIAHCOM M CKOJIb3HYJI SI3bIKOM €M1 B POT.
OHa u3ana yauBJICHHbBIN BO3IVIAC U MOMNBITAIACH OTCTPAHUTHCSL.

— Her.

— Bella, ue Oorics.

Omna nepecraia OTOABUraThCsl, HO TyObl e CHOBa CxKasuch. OH
BEPHYJICA K HeTpeOoBaTeIbHON MATKOCTH. CHIIOHU CTOSIIa HEOT-
3bIBYMBASI, XOTSI HEPOBHOE JIbIXaHWE YKa3bIBAJIO, YTO OHA JaJie-
KO He Oe3pasnuuHa. Ee conpoTuBiieHre HAaUMHAIO MOTUXOHBKY
CBOAMTH €r0 C yMa.

OaHO JMIIb CONMPOTHUBIIEHUE, COMPOTHUBIIEHUE, COMPOTUBIIE-
HUe. beCKOHEeYHOe CONPOTUBJIEHUE.

W Bapyr, B KaKkylo-TO AOJIIO CEKYH/Ibl, 9TO HECKOHUAEMOE CO-
MPOTUBJIEHUE pacTasiyio. Pyka ee sierna eMy Ha 1iedo, U co B3[10-
xoM CHUIIOHM NpUJIbHY/IA K HEMY. Terulo, JOCTaTOYHO CUJIBHOE,



9TOOBI PACTOMUTH XOJIOJ] €T0 cepilia, okyTtao Ixo3eda. Pyka na
Tiede cKajaach B Jacke. ['yObl MPHOTKPBUIMCH M HAKOHEI] YCTY-
NI MEAOBYIO clagocTh pra. OH ¢ HaclaxIEHUEeM BKYCHII ee.
Cu10HM OKa3ajach BOCXUTUTEIbHOM Ha BKYC. Ero si3pik KOCHYII-
cs1 ee SI3bIKA, ¥ OH YCJIBIIIAT TPUTITYIIIEHHBIN TTPOTECT.

Ecnu Obl B IyIie y HEro COXpaHmiach XOTh Masiasi TONMKA MU-
Jocepaus, oH Obl oTiycTu ee. Ho BKyc 1eByIKU ObLT Kak HKUH
1ist ibstHULBL. OH GecrneyHo nosaras, 4Yto BO BpeMsl 3TOr0 UM-
MIPOBU3UPOBAHHOTO YPOKA COXPAHUT SICHYIO TOJIOBY, HO OHA T0-
CMesiIach Hajl ero CaMOHa/IeIHHOCThI0. OHa, KOTOpasi HUKOrJa B
’KW3HU HE 1IeJI0Basach.

B nonrom HecrienHoM UCCeJOBAaHUHU MOTJIA NI OH €€ SI3bIK, U
Ha 3TOT pa3 MOYYBCTBOBAJI c1a00e MBMXeHue B oTBeT. OH u3aas
HU3KUI phIK 0fl00peHus 1 noapasHmi ee caoa. Korna Cunonn
HEyBEpEHHO MPUTPOHYNACH K €r0 SI3bIKYy CBOMM, KPOBb ylIapuiia
Meppuky B rosoBy. OH, U3BECTHBIN ITOBECa, TOCTABJIEH Ha KOJie-
HU HEBUHHBIM, HEYKJTIOKUM TIOIIETyEM.

Jla TONMBKO Terepb, OTBEYAsi eMy, OHA yKe He ObliIa HEeYKJIIO-
*keit. OHa Obl1a CIaJKoM, MBUTKOU 1 OBICTPO ClIeA0Basa ero Mmpu-
Mmepy. Koraa si3bik ero 3aTaniieBai y Hee Ha rybax — oHa ciefa-
7a 1o ke camoe. Korga oH BTsIHYI ee sI3bIK K ceOe B pOT — OHa
YIMBJICHHO axHyJa, 3aTeM MMoIpoOoBaja ero Tak rryOoKo | C Ta-
KMM HETOAIeSIbHBIM YOBOJIbCTBHEM, UTO cepate Ixo3eda 3a-
KOJIOTUJIOCH O pedpa.

Ho nake BO BiacTu HaciaXJIeHUsI OH MPUICPKUBAJICS CTpa-
Ternu. Pyku ero ropesnu ot 6e3yMHOT0 JKeJIaHUsI IPUKOCHYThCS



K €€ TeJly, TPOHYTh Kax/1yl0 BHITYKJIOCTh U BHaauHKy. Ho eciu
OH TIOCIIEIIIUT, TO MOTEPSIET BCE, YETO EMY YIaIOCh TOCTUYb.

7Kap paszropasicsi, rpo3si UCHIETIENIUTh €ro, U BCE K€ KaKOU-TO
JaJIEKUIA TOJIOC HATIOMHUJI €MY, YTO 3TO MOAPa3yMeBajioCh TOJb-
KO Kak ypok. Pyku ero paccnabuimch, XOTs OH HE MOT' HalTu
B ce0e CHJTBI OTITYCTUTh €€ COBCeM. MaJio-nomaity OH racuil Jiu-
XOPaJOYHYI0 CTPACTh, TIOKA TONENYid He MPeBpaTuics B OTro-
JIOCOK TOro, MEpBOro mnoueinys. Bor Tonbko Tenepb OH 3Hal ee
BKYyC. 3HaJl, KaKue MsyKalolllue, PePbIBUCTbIE 3BYKH OHA U3/1a-
€T, yCTyIasl HeU3BeJAaHHOMY HacCJIakICHHUIO.

B moctenu ¢ HUM OHa OyAeT Hemoapakaema.

OH B nocnieqHUiA pa3 KOCHYJICs ry0aMu ee ry0, 3aTeM OTCTpa-
Hwicsi. CUIOHU TibUTaIa, TYObl y Hee ObUTM aJIBIMU M BJIAKHbI-
mu. OT ee CUAIOLIEN KPAacOThI CEPALE €T0 3aMHyI0Ch. MyxunHa,
MMEIOIINI XOTh KarlTio O1aropojcTBa, OTIPABIII Obl €€ BOCBOSICH
C aKKypaTHO CBEpHYTHIMH B CyMKe pacnckamu PobepTsl, moto-
My 4TO, €CJIM OHa ocTaHeTcs, [’Ko3ed 3arsTHAaeT ee CBEepKalo-
iy 1ooponerenb. OH yTSHET 3TOro aHrena K cede B af.

— [Nogymarts TombKoO. .. — mpomenTaia CuaoHu, TOAHSB [J1a3a,
KOTOpbIE ceituac ObUTH CKOpee 30JI0TUCTHIMU, YeM KapyuMHu.

— O na. — OH ynbIOHYJICS, TTOXKATYH, C XMEIbHON PaoCThIO,
HEKeJM C IMHUYHON HACMENIJIMBOCTHIO, C KOTOPOW OOBIYHO MPO-
TUBOCTOSUI MUDY.

— Ecnu 6 s 31a1a, 4To notenyii ObIBaeT TaKUM. ..

Emy noHpaBuIoCh, YTO OHA U3 TOPIOCTH HE CTajla IPUTBO-
pAThCS, OYATO HE TIOTyUYHIIa YIOBOJILCTBUS OT Totienys. BorcTu-



Hy J’xo3edy Bce TpyAHEe HaTH YTO-TO, YTO EMY B HEUl HE Hpa-
BUJIOCh.

— T Obl 1IE7I0BaJIA BCEX MYKUUH B OKpyre?

Jlenu dopcait npoxkailield pyKord OTBea BOJIOCHI C JIMIIA.
Meppuk Buzien, 4YTO OHA MOCTETIEHHO BO3BPAIIAETCS K PEaTbHO-
CTU ¥ CMYILAIOIIEMY NOHUMAHUIO TOTO, HACKOJIBKO OCHOBATEJIb-
HO OHa 3a0bLJIach B TOLIEITYe.

— Hy, Bo3M0O*kHO, BceX, KTO MOJIOKE COPOKa JIeT.

— INonpoOyem errre pa3ok?

Cunonn Opocuiia Ha HEro HeoJOOPUTEIBHBIA B3I, TIPOTH-
BOpeYallil HeKHOM MOJTHOTE ee TyO0.

— Korpna BbI 11e71yeTe MeHsl, 51 He MOTy JyMarth.

— Bor u xoporo.

— Ho MHe Hano nogymars.

OH MATKO paccMestcs:

— IMogymaens B fome. He xouetcst BeiMokHyTb. [loroga nop-
THUTCSI.

— O! — ynuBIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, ONJISIEBLINCH BOKPYT.

Eie oMH TOYOK BO3OYKIIEHUsSI COTPSIC €ro, KOraa /10 Hero
JOIILJIO, YTO OHA ObLIA HACTOJIBKO COCPEIOTOYEHA HA HEM, UTO He
3aMeTHJIa HA/IBUTAIOIIEHCS TPO3BI.

Jlxo3ed Jierko nmorvMal JIomaaen u noacaaui ee B ceio. Jlo-
OysICh TeM, KaK BeTep PEe3BUTICS C ee BOJIOCAMU, OH YJIBIOHYJICS
Cuyionu, B3oOpasimch Ha Kasumupa.

— [IpusATHO BUIETH XOPOIIEHBKYIO KEHIIUHY, OTIMYHO CHUIsI-
LIYI0O Ha XOPOILIEH JIOIAH.



Jlenu dopcailt BCIbIXHYIIA.

«Kak Morio takoe npenecTHoe co3/laHue MPOKUTh ABAJATH
YeThlpe roja, He NMPUBBIKHYB K KOMIUIMMeHTaM? 3amok Kpen-
BEH OHA MOKUHET, 3Hasl, HACKOJIbKO OecrofgobHa». [Ixxo3ed mo-
JaBUj1 OOJIE3HEHHBIN YKOJ OT MBICTH 00 €€ OThe3/ie U IMyCTUI
Kazumupa B rasion, ycisliias no3aau, kak CUIOHM TpOKpHUyaia
yto-TO nogdaapusaioiee Kucmer. [loaronsiemble Kpemyaoimyum
BETPOM, OHH TIOHECJIUCh BAOJb Oepera.

Jxo3ed Hauan 3Ty OUTBY, YBEpPEeHHBbII B modejie, HO cerlvac
€ro OXBaTWJIO yJpyyalollee YyBCTBO: OH B KOHIIE KOHIIOB Karu-
Tyaupyet nepea CUIOHM TOYHO Tak ke, Kak OHA KalUTYJIUpyeT
nepen HUM. [IpokisTee! OH HE MOXKET MO3BOJUTH cede TaKylo
KEPTBY.



I'naBa 6

Eme onHa 3aneyeHHas B Tecte ycrpuna?

CHuI0OHM HAaCTOPOXXEHHO OMVIsiIENa JJIMHHOTO XYJOTO MYKUH-
HY, KOTOPBIM CUZE B BAJIbSKHOM I103€ HA NTApYOBOM JMBAHE C
Hell psiZIOM, BBITSIHYB HOTH Ha O€CIIeHHBII BOCTOUYHBIN KOBEpP Ma-
JIMHOBOTO U CUHETO 11BeTOB. MeppHK He Jiesiall HUYErO OTKPBITO
00OJIBCTUTENIBHOTO C TeX TOp, KaK MOLEIOBAN €€, ECJIM He CUH-
TaTh JIEHUBOTO B3MJIsa W3-TIO[ MOTYOMYILIEHHBIX BEK, KOTOPBIN
OH He cBOJMJI ¢ Hee. Ml Bce paBHO OHa He 10Bepsiia eMy.

Yro OBl TOJBKO OHA HE OTAAJIA 32 XOPOIIUI CTYJ C MPSAMOM
CIIUHKOM, ¥ 4YeM HeynoOHee, Tem nydine. Eciu 6 oHa 3Hana, 4ro
Meppuk He cTaHeT 0e33aCTeHYMBO TOJCMENBAThCS HaJl HEH, TO
npuHecia Obl 1yOOBBI cTya U3 xosuia. CrivHa ee Oonena OT ycH-
JIMI COXPaHATh CTPOTYIO IMO3Yy MPOTUB coOJa3Ha yCecTbCs MO-
ynoonee. CUI0HM MOAO3PEBANIA, YTO €CJIM HAYHET YCTPauBaThCs
Ha MATKMX MOIYIIKAaX, TO 3aKOHYUT TEM, YTO YCTPOMUTCS Ha ILJie-
4ye Meppuka. CuioHM 3Hana, YTO ee YoropHas nosa 3abaBisieT
€ro, HO KOr/Jja OHa B MOCJIEAHUI pa3 ocaaduia OIUTeIbHOCTb, TO
C y’acaromieit ObICTPOTOH MOAAIACH Ha €ro YJIOBKH.

[Nocne BepXOBOH MPOTYJIKM OH IIPUBEJ €€ B 3TOT CYJITAaHOB Oy-
Oyap OoraTbiX IIeNKOB U Oapxata. [lok/1b KOJOTWI B CTpelibya-
Thle OKHA, HO BHYTPH 3aMKa LIAPWJIU TETUIO U CUHOAPUTCKHUIA KOM-
(popt. PackasieHHble )kapOBHU UCTOYATM TOHKUI IPUSITHBIN apO-
Mar. DTOT cepajib Ka3ajcsl COBEPLIEHHO HEYMECTHBIM B Mpay-



HOW Cpe/IHEBEKOBOM IuTajeu, moka CUIOHM He BCIIOMHWIIA,
9TO CBOEOOpa3HbIN JEKOp — 3JENHssT HopMa. B34tk X0Ts1 ObI TY
3epKaJIbHYI0 KOMHATY HaBEPXY. ..

JlypHOe nIpequyBCTBHE 3aCTaBUJIO €€ MoexuThcs. Her, oHa He
OyzIeT TymMaTh O criajibHe. DTO HATIOMHUHAET e 0 TOM, YT0 Mep-
UK cOOMpaeTcs ¢ Hel TaM JIeJiaTh.

Beku [Ixo3eda onmyctunuck Huxke, 1 CUIOHM elle Ha rpaayc
BBINIpAMUIIA clTMHY. OH BBINJISIEIN [TOJYCOHHBIM, HO YAUBUTEb-
HO YyTKO pearrpoBajl Ha Bce BOKPYT, BKJIIOYAs ee Bce Ooliee uc-
TOHYAIOILIEECS COMPOTUBIIEHUE. boke MWIOCTUBBIM, EMY He3a-
4yeM HaOIoaTh 3a Hel, YT0O0BI YOeUThCS B ee YSA3BUMOCTH. Pa3-
Be He M03BOJIMJIa OHA eMy 3alleioBaTh ce0si 10 yMonoMpadyeHusi?

Meppuk He ynomuHan o nouenysx. Cunonu toxe. Ho Beskuit
pas, BCTpevasich C ero OIeCTSIUME CepeOpUCTBIMU INIa3aMH, OHA
BCIIOMUHAJIA OIIETIOMJISIIONTYI0 MHTUMHOCTD €r0 SI3bIKa Y HEE BO
pTYy.

— Hezauem noaTankuBarh KO MHE €1y, — [IPOBOpYaJa OHa, TEM
He MeHee Oepst KpeBeTKY ¢ Mo30I0ueHHOu (hapdopoBoil Tape-
KH.

Bcee Tyt ycnaxngano uyscrBa. i I€BYIIKH, KOTOpasi MHOTO
JIET )KUJIa MPUKUBAJTIKOW Y 35TS1 — HE CJIMILIKOM COCTOSITEIBHOTO,
HAJI0 CKa3aTh, — TaKask POCKOIIb ObLIa TIOABJISIIOIIEH.

— Ho 3710 ke Tak yBiiekarenbHo. — OH ylbIOHYJICS TaK, YTO e
3aXOTEJIOCh BBUTUTH CBOM HETPOHYTHIM OOKa BUHA €My Ha roJIo-
BY. — Thl TaK BOCXMTUTEIBHO OOMIIILCS, YTO KakJask KPOIIKa Ha
miar mpuoOaM3KUT Teds K nmorundenm?



— Enoit MeHs1 He MOAKYNUTh, — pelMUTeNbHO 3asBuia Cugo-
HU. U mpex/e YemM OH ycresl BBICMesTh ee HeyOeIuTeIbHOe 3a-
SIBJIGHUE, OTKYCHJIA KyCOUYEK 3ale4yeHHON KpeBeTKu. — Teneps s
MOHUMAIO, [I0YEMY Bbl TEPIUTE IKCIEHTPUYHBIE MAHEPhl MUCCUC
bueen. Kakas sxanoctp, 4To oHa 3a0bl1a MPUOOPHI.

Meppuk OTIHJI BUHA U3 CBOETO OOKasia. YIOBOJIbCTBUE Y HETO
Ha Juie HanoMHUI0 CHIOHU €ro BbIpak€HUE MOCJIEe TMOLETys.
IpsiBON ero 3abepu, Bce HAaTIOMUHAJIO el O ero moresnye.

— a, xaJb, — MPOrOBOPHMJI OH C TPUTBOPHBIM COKaJIEHUEM. —
Ectb pykamu — 3TO Tak... IPUMHUTUBHO.

Jlenu ®opcait nokpacHena. OH camble HEBUHHBIE CJIOBA Tpe-
BpalllaeT B MPUIJIALLIEHUE K TPexy.

— Kcrarn, 00 3KCIEHTpUYHBIX MaHepax, — MPOJOIKAI OH
HETIPUHYKJICHHO, TIOJJHUMAsI CBOW OOKal B KOPOTKOM TOCTE. —
ThI e He Ha IIEPKOBHOM CKaMbe CITyIIAellb BOCKPECHYIO ITPOIIO-
BEJlb.

— MHe BHoiHe yI00HO, Oarofapio, — cojiraja oHa.

Jxo3ed BOH3MI Kperkue Oeltbie 3yObl B KPEBETKY.

— Ilo kpatHell MEpe CHUMMU KaKeT.

OnHa 4onopHO TofKaa ryosl, MOXKaJieB, YTO Jaxe JIe/IMKaTe-
caM He ynajoch UCTpeOuTh ero BKyc. [Ipomagu oH mporaaom,
oHa OyJIeT TOMHUTH TOT TIONETYH JI0 KOHIIA CBOUX JIHEH.

— B kauecTBe npenmoauu K ToMy, 4ToObl CHSITh BCE OCTAJIbHOE?

['naza ero Becesio 3aUCKPUIIHCh.

— B ciiyuae, ecnu Takoe keniaHue BAPYT BOSHUKHET, HE 00pa-
1Al Ha MEHSI BHUMAaHMS.



['oBOps 10 MpaBe, el ObLIO KapKo. TSHKeINbI KaKeT IS Bep-
XOBOM €3]Il KOJIOJICS Yepe3 MyCJIMHOBOE M1athe. HaBepHoe, riy-
1o ObUIO MpSTaTh CBOE TEJIO, KOTAA OH Y:Ke BUJIEN KaX[blil ero
JIIOMM, HO TOCJIe TeX OTKPOBEHHBIX MouenyeB CUIOHU OTYasiH-
HO HY’K/1a71ach B 3ammuTe. YToObl OXJTaUTh BO3IYX M €r0 B3IJISI,
oHa IoTHYa BUHA. OH MOAHSUICS, YTOOBI HATIOMHUTH TAPEIKY C
Oyderta, 1 gomuI CBor OOKaJ.

— MHe fnoctatoyHo, — ObIcTpo nporoBopuiia Cunonu, Ho Mep-
PHK ee CJIOBaMH IIpeHeOper 1 HaITOJTHIIT OOKaJl.

— ITorpobyii BOT 3T0. — OH OMyCTHJICS TIepe/1 Hel Ha KOJIEHO U
NPOTSIHYJI MaJIEHbKUI1 OPEXOBbII KBaIPATUK, OJIUTHIA KAKMM-TO
CUPOIIOM.

JlvBaH ObLT TAKMM HU3KUM, YTO, KOTJ]a OH BCTaJl HA KOJIEHO,
71a3a UX OKa3aJIMCh HA OAHOM ypoBHe. CH/IOHM MONSATHIIACK.

— OTOOBUHBTECE.

— Kakas Tbl HepBHas, tesoro. — OH HEOIOOPUTESIHHO MOIIEI-
KaJl I3bIKOM. — $] Tak cTapaioch BecTH cebsl Kak rnanHbka. Eciu s
noo0emiaio He 1eIoBaTh TeOs, Thl IEPECTaHelllb JepraThCs?

-4...

OH ynbIOHYJICS U TIOTHEC CaJocTh K ee rydam. OHa coOpa-
Jlach OBLJIO MPOTECTOBATh, IOTOM C HU3KUM CTOHOM OJOOpEHUs
3aKpbLIa I71a3a.

— bor Mo, yTto 310?

— 41 monpo6oBain 310 B I'petiun. 1 HacTOsA, 4TOOB MUCCHC
bBuBeH Hay4niach 310 roToBUTh. — OH MsrKo npuskai 6okan Cu-
JIOHU K ee Ty0aM, 3acTaBisis CaesaTh TIOTOK.



Omna otk pbLa r71a3a. OH HAKJIOHUJICS OJIM3KO, CIIMIITKOM OJTH3-
KO.

— Heuro HacTONBKO BOCXUTHMTEIILHOE JOJIKHO OBITh I'PEXOB-
HBIM.

— Cuponn, CuioHM — MaJIeHbKas IypUTaHKa.

OHa nayibIiaMy OTIMITHYJIA ellle Kycouek cnactu. OHa xe He
KOMHaTHast co0auka, 4To0 eCTh y HEro C PyKH.

— Bo1 6bum1 B I'periin? — CuioHn OTKycHIa elne Kycouek —
TpsiHast CJIQJIOCTh OOJIBITIe He OIIeIOMIIsIa, HO Obllla HEBOOOpa-
3MMO BKYCHOM.

— ThbI gymaenib, 4To BeXJIMBast Oecesia OyeT yaepKuBaTh Me-
HS B paMKax?

Kenanue y3HaTh 4yTO-HUOYAb O HEM ObUIO COONa3HUTENIbHEE
JI000M CIIAIOCTH.

— 41 KUBY HaJEKJOU.

OH MeIIeHHO OTCTPaHUIICS.

— Mo geBus.

OHa B3/10XHYJ1a, HATIOJTHSA JIeTKue Bo3ayxoM. Ee obreruenue,
OJIHAKO, UCTIAPUJIOCh, KOT/Ia OH TIO/IHSII €€ HOTY K ceOe Ha KoJie-
HU.

— Yro BHI fesaere?

OH Kperko JepaJt HOTY, He TO3BOJISIS IIeBeTbHY ThCSI.

— YcrpauBaio Tebs oyoOHee, cara. — [1apa JIOBKUX JBHKe-
HUH ero yMeJbIX PyK — ¥ OH CHSUJI C Hee TIOTePTHIN MOTyOOTHHOK.

— DT0 He 0YeHb Xopolas uaes, — 3anporecropaia CUaoHHU,
KOTJIa OH CTAaIlIWJI U BTOPOU CAItOKOK U OTCTaBUJI €r0 B CTOPOHY,



PAIOM C cOOpaToM.

Jlxo3ed momisanen Ha ee 3aIUTONAHHBIM 4YYJOK C SBHBIM
HeonoopenueM. [ mymo OpuT0 0Opamarh Ha 3T0 BHUMaHUE, HO e
CTaJIO CTBIHO 32 3TO CBUAETENHCTBO OETHOCTU. [{poKaIiumu py-
KaMU OHa OJIepHYJIa I00KH, TPUKPBIBAST HOTU.

— INonaraio, Bbl IPUBBIKJIM K pa3MaJieBaHHBIM LIUTIOXaM, LIe-
TOJISIOLIMM B IIEJIKaX M KpykeBax.

Ero ryObl 1epHYJIUCS.

— Pa3maneBannble mumoxu? YV teds OypHoe BooOpakeHue. —
U on nomHsN ee 100KK MOYTH 10 KOJIEH.

Pe3sko HaktoHuBIIMCH Biepen, CHIOHM CXBaTHUJIA €T0 32 PYKY.
U nonsina cBoo oMMOKY, KOT/Ia skap OT €ro JIaJOHU pacTeKcs Mo
HOTE.

— Mucrep Meppuxk! Bbl He cmeete pazneBarb MeH:A!

— Tonbko uynkwy, cara.

— Paszpemienue cHumarh ¢ MeHsl HUKHee Oellbe BBIXOAUT 32
paMKM Hariero cornamienusi. — OHa BbIPBaach M MOMbBITANIACH
BCTaTh, OIHAKO MATKUI JUBaH CUJIBHO 3aTPYyAHSUI 3TO, Ka3aJIoCh
Obl1, mpocToe Aeiicteue. Korna e oHa HakOHel] MOJHSIaCh, HEYK-
JOXasi, Kak 3aXMeJIeBIINi MeBe/lb, 9TO el He omorso. Mep-
PUK CXBaTHJI €€ 3a PyKy M pe3Ko MOTsHy/1. OXHYB, OHa HEKpacH-
BO IUTIOXHYJIACh OOPAaTHO HA TIOYIIKH.

— OnsArp urpaems agBokara, dolcissima? — Cpocui OH.

— KpacuBbIMU UTANBSIHCKUMU CIIOBEYKAMU HE CKPOEIllb Tajl-
KUX HaMEPEeHUH.

Ona oxpgana O4epelHOM HACMEIIKH, HO OH MPOCTO OTKJIO-



HWICSl HA TIATKM M CHOBA CXBAaTwuj ee Hory. [IpoBen safoHbIO
BBEPX JI0 KOJIeHa ¥ 0OpaTHo.

— He raagkux, Her.

7Kap oT ero mpuKOCHOBEHHsI MMPOHUK CKBO3b HUTSHBIE UYII-
KM, ¥ TIAJIbIIBI HOT TIOIOTHYIMCh. OHA HUKOTA HE CUMTasa CBOU
CTOIIBI Y JIOJBIKKHA OCOOEHHO UYBCTBUTEIFHBIMHU, ITOKa Mepprk
He MPEeNpUHsI CBOe HexHoe uccienoBanue. Koxa ee mbiia-
na. Cepalie KOJIOTUIIOCHh OT TOJIOBOKPYKUTEJIBHOM CMECH CTpaxa
U BO30yk/ieHHs. Pyka HEMpou3BOJILHO MOAHSIIACH PACCTETHYTh
JKaKeT, MpekJe YeM OHa cooOpa3miia, YTO OH HEMPABUIIBHO 3TO
UCTOJIKYET.

[Mycte [Ix03ed U cTOST HA KOJEHSIX Ha MOJTy, HO €ro OlleHU-
BAIOIINI B3IJISIT OTHIOAb He ObUT mpocsium. HarrpoTtus, oH 6po-
caJt el BbI30B IOCJIaTh OCTOPOKHOCTh K YEPTY U OTKPBITH TO, UTO
3HAJI OH, HO HE 3HaJIa OHA.

— CHumu ero.

— BrbI uepecuyp Toponurech, Muctep Meppuk.

[MaJTbi1bl €ro MPOYEPTUIIH eITIe OMH CJIOKHBIN Y30P OT JIOIBIXK-
KM JI0 KOJIEHA.

— V¥ Hac Bcero Hepensi, mucc Popcaiit. Kpbliaras konecHuia
BpEMEHM U BCE TaKoe.

BHezanHo ero HeyMonumasi HalmopucTOCTh MOKa3aJlach HEBbI-
HOCHMOU. MeppHK HCKYIIIaeT ee OTPUHYTh BCE, BO UTO OHA Be-
pUT, B OOMEH Ha YHCTeIIIee yI0BOJILCTBUE €r0 MPUKOCHOBEHHIA.
W panum 3101 MOMyyJIBIOKY, TPUNIOTHUMAIOIIEeN yroiku ryd. Ha
r71a3ax y Hee BBICTYITUIIN CJIE3bl.



— IMoxanyiicra, nepecranbre. — OHa ¢ TPYAOM Yy3Hajla CBON
CHIaBJIEHHBIN ToJIoC. — bora paau, s Bac mpomty.

OH HaxXMypWJICS U MOTHSIT PYKY.

— CujioHu, s He MOy Jajibllie.

— BBl TOJIBKO Tak roBopuTe, HO NocTynaere uHave. — OHa To-
POIUIMBO MPUKPHLIA HOTY I00KOM. — A 51, KaK AypOUKa, MOIA0Ch
Ha BalllM YJIOBKH.

Jxxo3ed B OecroMoIIHOM OTYassHUM BO33puiicsi Ha CHUIOHU.
Kaxnas cekyHna B ee oOmiecTBe pasxkuraia ero crpactb. OH He
HACTOJIBKO TJTyT, YTOOBI HE BUJIETh, YTO ITO BJICUEHHE B3aUMHO.
MoxeT, OHa M TOBOPUT «HET», HO IIEKU €€ MbUIAIOT OT BO30YXK-
nenusi. VI oH He Mor 3a0bITh, KaK BCETO HECKOJIbKO YaCOB HAa3ajl
OHa OTBeYaJia Ha ero noienayu. Tenepp, Korja crimHa ee norepsi-
Jia CBOIO XOJIOAHYIO YOIIOPHYIO OIEPEBEHENIOCTh, OHA MOIYJIEKA-
Jla Kak onmanucka. Oganncka B U3bICKAHHOM KaKeTe JJ1si BEPXO-
BOi1 e371bl. CHJIOHU OMKHA ObLIa OBl BHIITISAETH HEJIETO, OTHAKO
BBITJIsII€JIa HEOTPA3UMO.

OH cTrcHYN 3yObl ¥ TIPU3BAJT HA TOMOIIL BCE CBOE CaMO00-
nananve. Henmpeoponumoe xkejlaHue poBECTH MajibllaMKi BBEPX
10 3TUM CTPOMHBIM HOXKKaM JI0 3aBETHOTO MECTEUKa TOpsSIniIo
KpoBb. HO ¢ KaxabIM 111aroM, 4To OHa Jie/aja HaBCTpeuy Karu-
TYJISILMY, €€ HEYBEPEHHOCTh Bo3pacTana. Eciv OH HalaBUT Ha
Hee CJIMIIKOM CUJIbHO, OHA COEKUT, HECMOTPSI HA Ha YTO.

Ooberianne Oomblel HArpajbl 3aCTaBUIIO €ro OTIYCTUTh ee
Horu. CUJIOHM TYT ke TIOJIHsLIA VX U MO Kauia 1oy ceOsl, CIIpsTaB
OT HEro NOAAJIBIIIE.



— Tl e 3Haerb, 9To 1 HAMEPEeH COONIa3HUTh TeOs.

— 3Ha, — 0TO3BAJIaCh OHA CUILIBIM TOJIOCOM, BBHITUPAS Ta3a
TBUILHOM CTOPOHOM JiafoHU. OH TOMBITAICS YOequTh celsl, 4To
CITUIIIKOM CTap U IIMHUYEH, YTOObI HAXOAUTh ITOT AETCKUIA KeCT
TporarelibHbIM. — $1 Bcerga mpesupasia JIofei, KOTOphIe MO3BO-
JISTIOT CTPacT COUTH X C TYTH.

Jxo3ed cen Ha MO W oniepcsl CIIUMHON O UBAH PSIJIOM C ee
COTHYTBIMU KOJIEHSIMHU.

— A Tenepb Thl HAXOJMIIIb, YTO CTPACTh — O€3KAJIOCTHAS TOC-
ToXa.

HoHocsimuiicst 1o Meppyka HeXHbIM apoMar IEBYIIKHY Tep3al
ero. OH He MOT CUJETh Tak OJNM3KO, HE JOTparuBasch 10 Hee.
Jxo3ed moBepHyJICs, TOTOKIII JIOKOTh HA JUBAH U 3aBJIAJIEN €€
pykoii. K ero ynuBiennio, ona He yopasia pyky.

— TlonoGaroiee Haka3zaHWe 3a TO, YTO CUMTANIA ceOs1 HEBOC-
npuuMunBoil. — ['osoc ee moHusuics. — Bee My K4YMHBL, KOTOPBIX
1 3HaJIa, ObLIM MPe3peHHBIMK. Mol OTell, c1a0bIi U aTJHbIN, He
JorycKas MHOro MHeHust. OH ObLT He criocoOeH HU Ha 100poTy,
HU Ha JTI0O00Bb. XOTb OH U HE OWJI MaMy, €r0 TUPAHUSI TIPEBPATH-
Jla ee B HUYTO, M OHA BCe Tasijla M Tasijia, IoKa He yMepJa, Koraa
MHE ObUIO IBEHAIATD.

— Coxasero. — OH cKa3asl 3TO COBEPIIEHHO UCKPEHHE.

Kenmunam cemerictBa PopcaiiT ykacHO He BE3JIO C MYK4H-
Hamu. [la u cs3b Cuponu ¢ [Ixxozepom Mepprkom He prHECeT
ent moopa.

— Orel1 TOCTOSTHHO BUHKJT MaMy 3a TO, UTO MTPOU3BeJia Ha CBET



JBYX OECTOJNIe3HBIX JIEBYOHOK.

KapTtrHa HecyacyIMBOM CEMEWHOM KU3HU, KOTOPYIO OHA Ha-
pucoBaa, Obl1a yIpydarorien.

— Ho T8I ke He BUHOBaTa.

CuioHn Toxkarna rjedamu ¢ 6e3pasinnuneM, B Kotopoe Jxo-
3e(p HE MOBEPUIL.

— TonbKO pa3 OH BbIpa3ujl YIOBJIETBOPEHUE CBOEU JOYEPHIO
— Korjaa Yunbsim caenan Pobepre npensoxenue. Jlopa ans npo-
croit mucc ®opcaiir? [laxe 3axynasblil, HECKOIbKO COMHUTEb-
HBII JTopx curTasics TpuyMgom. Haria cembst He ObuTa BIMSTENb-
HOM, W XOTs npuaaHoe y PoOepThl ObUIO U3PSAIHOE, ee Heslb3s
ObLJIO Ha3BaTh OOraTol HAC/IEIHUIICH.

— ComMHeHusI B MOEM TTPOUCXOKICHUY YHUUTOXWIA OpayHbIe
MEPCIIEKTUBB YWIbsIMA. — J[7kK03e( HE CKpBIBAJI CBOETO YIIOBJIE-
TBOPEHHSI.

— PobGepra crana gis Yunssaima nocienHer Hanexaon. Ero
NiepBOHAYAJIbHBIE aMOUITUK ObUTH Kyza Bbiie. Ho HU onuH mar-
HAT HE OTJACT J0Yb 32 YeJOBEeKa, KOTOPHIA B JIIDOOE BpeMs MO-
XKET OBbITh JIMILIEH HACJIENCTBA.

— OnHAaKO Xe OH He ObUI JIMIIEH HAC/IE/ICTBRA.

— Her, ue ObL1.

Ixo3ed xaait, 4To OHa TPOAOIIKUT, HO CuaoHu Momyana. OH
C JOOOITBITCTBOM MOAHS I1a3a. OHa cujesna, OIyCTHB B3IJISI HA
CBOM KOJIEHU, U €€ COUHbIe TYObl HECYaCTHO KpUBMIUCH. MHTe-
pecHo noueMy? Buepa Beuepom OHa HE TPEMUHYJIA Ha3BaTh €r0
yOJTIOIKOM B JIMTIO. DTa CEHTUMEHTAJIbHASI PeaKIvsl Ha ero CKaH-



JaJIbHOE TTPOMCXOXKICHHUE Ka3a/1aCh HEXapaKTepHOM.

— He 6oiics 3anets Mo 4yBCTBa. §1 IPUBBIK K TOMY, UYTO f
U3ro. Y MeHs ObLIM TObI, YTOOBI PUMUPUTHLCS C HE3AKOHHO-
POXJIEHHOCTBIO.

Horaganace i1 OHa, YTO OH JIKET? A OH, pasymeercs, Jral.
Ero He3akOHHOPOKAEHHOCTh — paHa, KOTOpasi HUKOI1a He 3aTsI-
Hetcsi. Korga oHa HakoHell ToCMOTpeJia Ha Hero, B €€ KapuXx IJia-
3ax He ObLJI0 HacMelku. HarpoTuB, OHM, Kak HUKOT/A MPEeXIe,
HE BbIIaBAJIM HUKAKUX YyBCTB.

— JIomKHO OBITh, 3TO... HEJIETKO, KOrJa Thl POC HACJETHH-
KOM, — HEyBEPEHHO IporoBopuia CUAOHU U, K YAUBJICHUIO, CKa-
JIa €ro pyKy, CJIOBHO Ipejjiarajia yTeleHue.

— HaBHsAs uctopus, tesoro. Kakoil CMBICT BOpOIIWTH CTa-
poe? — Ero B3mis] 0OCTAHOBUJICS HA €€ BOCXUTUTEITbHBIX TyOax. —
VBepeHa, uTo He MO3BOJIUIIb MHE TOLIE/IOBaTh TeOs1?

— 41 nomxHa ObITH G1arOpPa3yMHOM.

— braropazymue — nepeorieHeHHast JOOpPOIETENb, aMore mio.

OHa B3IJIsIHY/1a HA HETO C COMHEHUEM.

— He Bam cynuth 0 joO6poaereny.

— Hobponetesnb — Moii Bpar. §1 u3yuui ee OT U JI0.

Meppuk HaOmOnA, KaK OHA JIMXOPAJ0YHO TBITAETCS MPHUITY-
MaTh KaKyl-HUOY/Ib YHUUTOXKAIONIYIO PETUIUKY, U PEIIIT BBIPY-
YUTh ee.

— A Kkak 1ebe ynanoch ynmu3HyTh u3 bapcroy-xonna?

— C nomornpio PodepTsl.

— U Bce paBHO, KakOW-HUOYIL OTMEKYH HABEpPHSKA JIOJIKEH



ObLT 3a0appPUKaIMPOBAThH CATOBYIO KAJIMTKY OT BIIIOOJIEHHBIX Je-
PEBEHCKMX MapHEH, CONIEPHUYAIOIIMX 32 BHUMAaHKE IIPEKPACHOU
CupoHn.

— YwipsAM CcTaJl MOUMM OIIEKYHOM C TEX MOP, KaK IIECTh JIET
Ha3aJl yMep OTell, — POBHO IIPOrOBOPUJIA OHA.

Besikoe xemanue ynmbibateesi octaBmiio Jxoseda. YikacHoe
MO/I03PEHUE 3ar0N3/10 B AyIY.

— boxe muioctuBblii! TonbKO HE TOBOPU MHE, UTO 9TOT MEp-
3aBell ObeT U TEOS TOKE.

— IIxxo3ed, BBl AenaeTe MHE OOJIBHO.

— 51 — HEYKJTIOX Ui MeIBe b, — TPOOOPMOTAT OH, paccnadsist
PYKY, CTUCKMBAIOILYIO €€ JiaJoHb. — Eciii oH ynapur teos, 51 310-
IO rajja Ha KyCOUKHM MOpEXY.

— Yunbsam HuKoraa He 6v MeHs1. — OHa oryiaguia ero 1o Iie-
Ke, BIepBble MMPUKOCHYBIIUCH K HEMY 10 COOCTBEHHOM Bosie. B
rmasax CUI0OHM OH yBUJEJ MATKOCTb, KOTOPOU HE 3aMeyaJl paHb-
111€, JJa)Ke KOIjia 1eJI0BaJl ee.

— I[Touemy? Yto0 ero ocranaBimBaer?

U Bce ke, Miss B 3TO MPEKPACHOE JIUIIO0, KOTOPOE BbIPaXkaso
CWUJIy, PaBHO KakK ¥ IPUBJIEKAaTEIbHOCTS, JIxko03ed noragancs mno-
yemy. OH ObLJT JajieK, YTOObI HAJEISATh CBOETO TPSI3HOTO Ky3eHa
COBECTBIO UJIM CTBIIOM, HO MOJ SICHBIM B3m1s1J0M CHIOHM, BO3-
MOXHO, [Ja’ke YWJIbsIM HaXO/IMJI B ce0e KaKylo-TO KPYIHUILY YECTH.

— MBI o Gosbllel 4acTyu sKMBEM OT/aebHO. — OHa nomosrya-
Ja, ¥ ee MpexHssl HeoObsCHUMAsT HEIOBKOCTh BEpPHY/Iach. — Sl
BeJly X034iCcTBO B bapcroy-xosuie Ha Te jkaJKue IpOoIIH, YTO OH



npucekiaet. K Tomy xe tam Beerya Haiaercst OymaskHasi pabora
JUTSI TAKOTO CUHETO 4yJiKa, Kak 5. HemaBHO s kKatajorusupoana
OuOIMOTEKY YUsbsima.

Ona roBopujia HEOXOTHO, XOTs [[xo03ed He MOr MOHATH MO-
yemy. Henb3s ckazath, 4ToOBI TeMa Obl1a OOJIBHOM, a OHA HEPB-
HHUYaJa, pACCKa3bIBas O CBOEH KU3HU C YWIbIMOM U PobepToid,
TIOYTH TaK Xke, Kak korga Jlxxo3ed morparuBajcs 1o Hee.

— Yt0-HuOyab uHTEpECHOE?

Omna n30eraia ero B3Iysa.

— Bam otery epe cMepThio 3a0pajt Bce IIeHHbIE KHUTH.

Kuzns ee, cyns o Bcemy, Obuia Heserko. M oquHokoii. Ho
OH 3acTaBwJI ceOs yIBIOHYTHCHI.

— U 4ro0 ke cTano NpuuruHOM STOM BHE3AIMHOW OMOIMOpUInm
MOEro Ky3eHa?

— YwibsiM nipofaeT To, U4TO OCTaJIoCh, pasymeercs. HaBepHsi-
Ka Bbl 3HaeTe, Kak OMM30K OH K OGaHkpoTcTBy. [locneanee us to-
ro, UTO elIle yIesnesno ot nmpuaaHoro Podeprol, yiuio Ha ouepe-
HOU TTPOKEKT, CBA3AHHBIN C KAKUMU-TO U3YMPYJHBIMUA KOTISIMU
B I0XKHBIX MOPSIX.

— Moii Ky3eH HUKOTa He OTJIMYAJICS IETIOBbIM YYThEM.

Omna Opocuiia Ha Hero HeoIOOPUTENTLHBIA B3I/,

— Hesauem nokaseiBarbs cBOE IIPEBOCXOACTBO. BHI ke 3Haere,
YTO Ha BCE ITU OE3paCcCyICTBA €ro TOJKAET CTPEMJICHUE COCTsI-
3aThCsl C BAMU.

— Ecnu Obl OH KW IO CpeICTBaM, KOT/a MOTy4UsI TUTYI, TO
Mor Obl BITOJTHe KOM(OPTHO CyIiecTBOBaTh B bapcroy-xose.



Jl;xo3ed HaMepeHHO He TOBOPHII MIPABIbl. YWIIbSIM — CaMblid
HACTOSIIINI 3MEUHBIN KTyOOK 3aBUCTH, YBAHCTBA U XBACTOBCTBA.
OH OBl HUKOT/Ia HE TPUHSUT THXYIO *KU3Hb JIEPEBEHCKOTO CKBai-
pa, B TO BpeMs KaK ero He3aKOHHOPOXK/ICHHBI Ky3eH BopoJaeT
TaKMMU JEJIAMH.

— 4 6B U cama C yIOBOJBCTBHEM IO3JIOPAJICTBOBAJIA HAJl
HeyJayaMy YWibsiMa, eClii Obl MOEH CecTpe ¥ TUIEMsSTHHUKAM He
MIPUXOJIMJIOCH BJIAUUTh JKAJIKOE CYIIIECTBOBAHHE BMECTE C HUM.

— A Kak HacyeT TBOEro KaJIKoro cymectBoBaHusi? Tebst 3a-
O0TUT TOJBKO cynbOa PoOepTs 1 ee 1eHKOB?

OHa BCKHHYJIA TOJIOBY.

— Yepes aBa Mecsiia MHE UCTIOTHUTCS ABAALATh MATh. Orie-
KYHCTBO YWIbsIMa 3aKOHYMTCS, ¥ IO OTIIOBCKOMY 3aBEIIaHUIO 51
nonyuy cozepxanvie. OHO HeOOJbIIIOe — IUTYTOKPAT BPOJE Bac
nocMesiicst Obl, — HO 3TO MO3BOJIMT MHE 0OPECTH HE3aBUCUMOCTD
OT 34TS C ero NPUXOTSAMU. Y MeHs eCTh IIJIaHbl Ha OyfyIiee: 3a-
BECTU CBOM JIOM U 00y4aTh OE/IHBIX AeBOYEK, YTOOBI OHU MOIJIU
YCTPOUTHCS B KU3HU.

Meicib 0 CuoHH, paboTaloIei IMKOJbHOW YUUTEIbHUIICH,
MoKa3aj1ach €My YKacCHbIM PACTOUMTETLCTBOM, HO OH TIOHSLT, YTO
JIydIlle STOTO He TOBOPUTh. MeppHK YJIOBWII B €€ rlla3aX BOWH-
CTBEHHBIH OJIECK, KOT/Ia OHA OOBSIBUJIA 00 TOM HENIPUBJIEKATE b~
HOM IIJIaHE.

— MeHs yauBIIsIeT, YTO YWIbsIM He BbIJAT TeOsl 3aMyK, €CIT
y TeOs1 yKe eCThb IPUJaHoe.

— 41 He myTMIa, KOrja roBOpUjIa, YTO HUKOTAA He BBIILY 3a-



MYX.

Yro 6b1 HU pasrsaena CUIoHd B €ro YIIbIOKe, ee 3TO CMYyTHU-
JIO, ¥ OHA MOMBITAIACh OTOABUHYThCS. OH el He no3BouiI. Ero
Hayvajia mpecsenoBarhb nyrawoias ¢paHTazusi: OH HUKOIJA ee He
OTITYCTHT.

— He Bce Myxbs Takue, Kak YuibsiM. Wmu kak TBoM otell.

OHa nevyaibHO YJIbIOHY/IACh OAHUMU I'y0aMu.

— Ho 310 yncreniiiee Besenue, He Tak Jin? [1o 3akoHy mMyx
MMEET MOJIHYIO BJIACTh HAJ| KEHOU. §I CIMIIIKOM LIEHIO CBOU CYXK-
JIeHWs1, 9TOOBI TOKEPTBOBATH UMHU Pajid KOro-To Apyroro. 1 Her
HUKAKOTO BbIXOA — KOHTPAKT CBA3BIBAET JI0 CAMOM CMepTH. 3a-
MYXKHSISI JKSHIIIUHA HUYEM He JTydille PaObIHM.

— B Onmake ObITyeT MHOE MHEHUE.

Omna nosxaJsa Irjiedyamu:

— [ects €T A XWia HA COIEPKaHUM YWIbsiIMa U BUjiesa ero
MOXBaJIbOY U rpyOOCTh. Jlake mpy TOM YTO MPUAAHOE MOEH CECT-
PbI OBLJIO €r0 eAMHCTBEHHBIM CPEICTBOM cylllecTBOBaHus1. Hesa-
MYXHsIsI, 1 He Oy/ly 3aBHCETb HU OT KOTO, KpoMe ceOsi caMow.

— A pa3Be Tbl HE XOuellb JIeTei?

— Ho He 1ieHo# cBoOOIbI.

OHn Haxmypuics:

— To1 BBIOpasa CTONb OMUHOKUI MyTh. A Kak Xke JII0OOBb?

— JI1060Bb? — CUAOHU BBITUTIOHYJIA 9TO CJIOBO, KaK YTO-TO KHC-
Joe. — Bol ynuBnsiere meHst, Meppuk. He nymana, 4ro Bbl npu-
3HAeTe TaKoe MOHSTHE.

— IlopasuresnbHo, He npaBja Jm?



OH *JaJ1 KaKoro-HUOY/Ib MPOHUYHOTO KOMMEHTApHsl, HO OHa
npomMoryania. Bo3aMokHO, 13-32 9TOr0 MOTYaHMSI OH MTPUTIONHSIT
3aBeCy rOpbKOM MPaB/ibl, KOTOPYIO HUKOTIa HUKOMY HE TOBOPHJI.

— 41 ve nypak. 51 Bunen mod6oBb. OTell TOOKIT MO0 MaTh JI0
camoii cmeptu. Ceparie ero OblJI0 pa3oUTO, KOraa OH TMOTEpsiT
ee. Ml oHO pa30MBaIOCh CHOBA M CHOBA, KOI/IA CBET HA3bIBAJ €€
IIUTIOXOM.

[MpoknsTee! OH cKa3as CAUIIKOM MHOTO. OTKPBUT CIUIIKOM
MHoro. /I)x03ed MoHsI 310, Korja yBUes nmodelieBiiee OT ropst
o Cunonn. Beio KU3Hb OH BBUKMBAJ B OAMHOYKY, TOJIArasich
TONBKO Ha ceOsi. U Bce ke 3Ta He CBOWCTBEHHAsl €My JIOBEpH-
TeJIbHOCTb JIMIIb YCHJIMJIA HeoTpa3umoe obasiHre CUIOHH B ero
y1a3ax.

Emy cremyer mOMHHTB, YTO M3OJIALMS OOecreunBaeT Oes-
OTACHOCTh, KAKUMH Obl MPUBJIEKATEIILHBIMI HU OBUIM MSTKHUE
Kapue I71a3a 1 )KeHCKOe COUyBCTBUE.



I'nasa 7

Korga CuioHu B TOT Bedep BOIILIA B XOJLI, MeppHK MOIHSIICS
CO CBOEro TPOHOMOJOOHOrO CTyJsa BO IiaBe crosa. Ha Hem Obl-
JIV CIOPTYK U IIEWHBIN TUIATOK, W BBITJIE OH TaK, YTO MOT ObI
YKpacuTh cOOOM JTIOOYIO JIOHJOHCKYIO TOCTHHYIO, €CJIi He 0oOpa-
I1aTh BHUMAaHUsI Ha yKacHbIe Ipambl Ha Jiuiie. HeyauButebHO,
YTO OH BOCIPMHUMAET XKU3Hb KaK CBOEro MpoTuBHKKa. OH J0-
pOro 3arIaTHJI 3a BCe, YTO MMEET, U BCe ke camasi IITyOoKast pa-
Ha octajiack. Ero oObssBUIM HE3aKOHHOPOXAEHHBIM. HuuTo He
MOXET 3TO M3MeHUTh. HMUTO, KpoMe TOro 3HaHMs, KOTOpPOE OHA
CKPBIBACT U HE MOXET OTKPbITh, HE MOJBEPIrHYB OMACHOCTH JIO-
Jieid, KOTOPBIX JIIOOMT.

Ero ropeub, Korja OH FOBOPHJI O CBOMX POAUTENISIX, BCE ellle
ocraBajach B Ayie CUJIOHU, XOTSI OH TYT k€ OCO3HAJI, YTO ObLI
CJIMIIIKOM OTKPOBEHeH. MeppHK BepHYJICA K POJU MPHUATHOTO,
MYCTh W HECKOJIBKO SI3BUTEJILHOTO COOECEHNKA, KOTOPOro OHa
BpeMs OT BpEMEHH BH/JIE)Ia C TeX IMop, KaK Mpuexalia B 3aMOK.

[Morona ynmep:xuBaja MX Bech JieHb B JIoMe, U Jieau dopcait
C YZIOBOJILCTBUEM 0OciieioBata Oudimmorteky 3amka. Ho ero jmiio
ceifuac MmpeocTeperajio: OH CHOBA TOT XWIIHBIN COOIa3HUTE]Ib,
KOTOPBIN HAITyraJl ¥ pa303JIij ee BUSPAITHUM BEYEePOM.

CuloHM 10 CMEepPTH Hajoesio 0osAThcsA. Hampsrimmch, oHa
3bIPKHYJIa Ha HEro.

— Pa3Be BaM He HpaBUTCS MOE IJIaThe? — PE3KO CITPOCHJIA OHA,



BCKU/IbIBAsI TOJIOBY.

— A Tebe?

— 4 HUKOrJa B *KM3HU HE HOCUJIA TAKOM OZCKIbI.

OH yxe 3aKa3aj [isl Hee U MOJIyYnJl HECKOJIBKO IIAaThEB U3
Cummayta. Ceiiuac Cusionu ObUla B TEMHO-3€JIEHOM, KOTOpOe
mMuccuc buseH nogoruana 1o ee ¢gurype.

— Morna 6b1 TOGIAroIapUTH.

Oma norJisijiena Ha Hero OTHIONb He O1aroCKJIOHHO.

— [Nonaraio, cToBeCHOTO BBIPaKEHU S MPU3HATEILHOCTH OyJeT
JOCTaTOYHO.

OH TearpabHO NOMOPIIUJICS.

— Bor moi1, mucc @opcait, Bbl MOJO3PEBAETE Y MEHS CKPBIThIE
MOTHBBI?

— EnBa ym ckpeITHIE.

OHna crosina, 3aMepeB, MOKa OH HECHENIHO MPUOJVIKAICT K
Hel.

— IloBepHUCh.

— 41 BaM He urpyuika.

B ero ymnpiOke ObUT HAMEK Ha KOBAapCTBO.

— O, eme kakas, carissima.

— V 3TOil Urpyuikyu MmMeioTcsl uMbl, — rnpopbyaia CujaoHu,
HE IIEJIOXHYBIIUCH.

— 41 Gyny obpamarscs ¢ TOOOR OCTOPOKHO. — OH HECTIEIITHO
oOol1es1 BOKPYT Hee, U 9TO pas3miisAblBaHue IJIUIOCh, Ka3aloCh,
esbIi yac. Pa3zpasu ero rpom, qake BO3IyX BOKPYT HErO BUOpH-
poBast. — O4yenb Muito. — OH marHys 6imxe, YToObl PaCHpaBHUTh



KPEMOBOE KPYKEBO, OKAUMJISIIOIIEE TTO30PHO HU3KUIA BBIPE3.

C yxacaromeid ObICTPOTON ee Cocok 3arBepaen. OcraBayioch
HAJIeATHCS, YTO OH ITOrO HE 3aMETHT.

— Ilnarbs HENMpUIMYHBIE, — YONOPHO Mporoopuia CrUaoHu.
Jloporoii ek TeK Mo ee Tesy, Kak Boja.

— Ho kpacussle.

Ona MeTHyJ1a B HETO ellle O/IMH UcTienesonmi B3rs. [ nasa
Jxxo3eda cBepkaau TeM HEYeCTUBBIM OJIECKOM, KOTOPOMY, Kak
OHA yXe 3Haja, He CTOWJIO JIOBEPSATh.

— IpusHarics, MaTee YyJECHOE, U Thl BBIIJISIIUIIbL B HEM Be-
JIMKOJIETTHO.

— OHO npeJHa3HAYEHO /17151 KyPTU3aHKH.

OH (bIpkHYII:

— YTO THI 3HACIIIb O KYPTU3aHKAX, HEBUHHBIN STHEHOK ?

OHa npuiiypusiach:

— 3HaHUe O KypTU3aHKaX HE SIBJISIETCS IOCTOMHCTBOM.

— MeTko nopmMeydeHo. — B ero yibiOke CKBO3HIIO JIOBOJILCTBO. —
W Bce xe Thl Hazes1a 3TO IUIATHE.

— Muccuc busen 3a0pana Moe MyCJIHHOBOE.

— HomkHO ObITh, € HyKHA TpSNKa Jisi yOOPKU.

Ona u cama He 3HaJIa, IoyeMy crioputT. Kro cran O6b1 Bo3pa-
JKaTh MMPOTUB HAPSI/Ia HACTOJIBKO CTUIBHOTO? U XOTS HIEJK JIbHYI
K TeJly, TUIaThe He BhI3BAJIO Obl HEIOYMEHKS HU B OJJHOM U3 JIOH-
JOHCKHX calloHOB. OCcOOEHHO Ha Jielu, KOTopasi yke JIaBHO He
N1eOI0TaHTKA.

— Hu onna pecrniektabenbHast xKEHIIHA He Hajesa Obl 9TO IJ1a-



The.

OH mpoBest maableM I0 ee IIeKe, OCTABIISAS TOKAIBIBAIOIINIA
cres.

— Ho, amore mio, TbI 60J1bIlIe HE pecrieKTabeTbHAas JKEeHIIMHA.
Tol — MOOOBHUIIA YYJOBHIIIA.

JleByIika MoK pacHesa U OTBEPHYJIACh.

— Iloka Her.

[IneHuTenbHBIE MOPIIMHKM BOKPYT €ro Ija3 coOpaiuch OT
cMexa, KOTOPBII BCEria COrpeBasl ee OT MaKYIIKH 10 KOHYMKOB
NaJIbIEeB, HECMOTPS HAa BCE, YTO OHA 3HAJIA O HEM.

— Iloka? Eii-6ory, Thl 1aelib HaAeKIy.

— Hagmennas cBumbst !

OH OTOABMHYA OT CTONA TSUKENbIA ayOoBbI cTyd. OHa
HEOXOTHO Tofasach Briepen. MoxeT, OH M MOXOAWI Ha APEMJTIO-
IIEro TUTPA, TS/ HA Hee ¢ COOCTBEHHUYECKMM OJIECKOM B TJIa-
3aX, HO el He CTOUT 3a0bIBaTh, YTO OH BCE PABHO OIACEH.

Ero ry0sI cierka iepHyJmch:

— Paccna6bces, Cunonn. $1 He coOmpaiochk HaOpachIBaThCSl HA
TeOs1 32 YKUHOM.

BmecTo Toro 4to0sl 3aHATH CTYJI XO3dMHA JOMa, OH CeJl Ha-
IPOTHB, TOTSIHYJICA 32 TpadMHOM C KJIAPETOM M HAJIVJI J1Ba 00-
Kana. PyOrHOBOE KOJBIO MOOIeCKMBaIIO B cBeTe cBedei. Cero-
JHSI OHO HE HATIOMUHAJIO e 0 KpoBU. OHO 3aCTaBJIsIIO yMaTh O
CTPACTH, Yero OHa OTYAsIHHO He KeJlasa.

CnenaB riryOOKHi BIOX, YTOOBI YCHIOKOMThCsI, CHIOHU TOJI-
Heca Ookan K ryoam. B monBasie YuibsimMa ObUTH JTUIIH KUCTTBIS



MOJIOJBIE BUHA. DTO %€ BUHO Ha BKYC JJOPOroe 1 3amnperHoe. Ter-
JI0 Ka3aJI0Ch JIUIIH CIAOBIM OTTOJIOCKOM TOTO %kapa, KOTOPHIN 3a-
poxaaics B CUIOHH, KOTrga OHa cMOTpesia Ha Meppuka, He CBO-
asAmero ¢ Hee B3rsAga. CeronHsIHsAsA 10BepUTEIbHOCTb, XOTh U
JapOBaHHAsI HEOXOTHO, YCUJIAJIA HEBUIUMYIO CBSI3b MEXIY HU-
MHU.

Cu0HM NOTBITANIACh BEPHYTHCS B MPO3aUYECKUI MUP, MTYCTh
JaXe B MUP ITPEBOCXOJHOM €/Ibl, POCKOIIN U MYKUMHBI, KaXkJ10€
CJIOBO KOTOPOT0 00emano codasH.

— Pacckaxute MHE O CBOMX MyTEHECTBUSIX. . .

Jl’xo3ed TUXOHBKO OTKPBLT JBEPh CHABHH, MPUKPHIBAS PY-
KOI1 CBEuYy.

[Mocne Toro kak CuioHM OCTaBWIIA €r0 C OPEH/T!, OH HAJIOJTO
3a7iepKalicsl B OMOIMOTEKe, MMOJHSBIINCH Ha OAJTKOH, KaK OyaToO
npeObIBaHUE B JIecATH (pyTax HajJ 3eMJyiei MOIJIO U3MEHHUTh ero
BUJICHHUE Bce 0oJiee YCIIOKHSIOIIEerocs MmoJjioxkeHus. Pemmenue Ha-
CTaBUTh YWIbsIMY pora ObUIO JIETKUM — Jierde Hekyaa. Pemutsb
ke, Kak noctymuTh ¢ Cumonn dopcaiit, oka3ansoch HE TaK-TO
npocTto. OH MOMBITAJICS OTBJIEUbCS OT MBIC/IEH O HEH, OXKUJIaI0-
Il HaBepXy, HO KaKylo Obl KHUTY OH HU OTKPBLI, CTPOUYKH pac-
TUTBIBAJIMCH TIEpe]] T71a3aMU, ¥ OH BUJIEN TOJIBKO €€ — MMPEKPACHYI0
KEHIIUHY.

JKennmHy, KOTopas Terepb CIUT TOJ MOJIONOM €ro KpOBAaTH.

3epKasia mpeabsBUIA MHOKECTBO KO BHICOKOTO MYKYHHBI
B aJioM xajare. JIMIo ero ObLJIO HESICHBIM, HO IIOCJIE CTOJIbKHMX



JIeT eMy efiBa Ji TpeOOBaJIOCh HAIIOMUHAHUE O €T0 YPOJICTBE.

U Bce xe [Ixo3ed He MOr N30aBUTHCS OT MPUBBIYKH 3aTONI-
HATh CHAIBHIO 3epKajiaMyu. OH Hayal 3TO elie B I0HOCTH, KO-
I/1a €ro caMble SI3BUTENbHbIC JTIOOOBHUIIBI HACMEXAJMCh HaJl €ero
YPOZCTBOM, IMOKa OH 3a0bIBaJICSl B TAPOKCU3Me cTpactu. Toraa
OH TIOKJISUICA, YTO HU OJHA KEHIMHA OOJIbIIe HE YBUIUT €ro
TaKUM ys13BUMBbIM. [l0o3ke OH Hallesa MHble CrocoObl OTBIEKATD
CBOMX JIIOOOBHMII, HO K TOMY BPEMEHM YK€ Hauyasl MoIydaTb
MpayHOE y/I0BOJIbCTBUE OT MOCTOSIHHOTO HAIIOMUHAHUS O CBOEM
V3YPOJOBAHHOM JIMLIE B CPABHEHUM C KPACOTOW IBUIKOW MapT-
HEPIUIN.

Meppuk He MOr MOHSTh, IOYEMY €ro mpamMbl He nmyraT Cu-
noHU? A nokHBI Obl, 4epT Bo3bMu! Jlake oy, 3HAIOIIUE ero
JABHO, HE MOTYT CMOTPETh Ha HEro cCHoKoMHO. C camMoro JeTcTea
HIpaMbl CIEJAIA U3 HErO MAPHI0, HEUYTO OTBPATUTENILHOE, YEro
crnenyer uzderatb. CTpaHHO, YTO Ha 3Ty OYAPOBATEJIbHYIO J€B-
CTBEHHMILY ero 0e300pa3ue He TPOU3BENIO MPUBBIYHOTO BIIEYAT-
JICHUS.

CKBO3HSK BBIHYAWJI €10 BOUTU. OH TXO NPUKPLI 1BEpb. CH-
JIOHU HE MOIIEBENINIACh. YIUBUTENILHO, KaK CIIOKOMHO OHA YYB-
ctByeT ceOst B ero nocrenu. Cout JOBEPUMBO, KaK PeOCHOK B
JETCKOU.

On MeteHHO puOIM3KWIICS K Hell. Hactano Bpemst momHATH
CTaBKM B UX cocTsi3aHuu. [locie uynecHbIX yTpeHHUX MOLeTyeB
OH OTCTYNMWJI, JaBasi €l BO3MOKHOCTb MEpeBecTH ayX. Mao-mo-
May CuoHu nepecrajia HOANPBITMBATh, KAK OLINApEeHHAs KOIII-



Ka, BCAKUI pa3 KaK OH OKa3bIBAJICS PSIOM.

Ero urpa B pe3y/ibrare BEUTWIACH B TIPUSATHOE BPEMSIIPEIIPO-
BoXeHue. becena Oblia He TeM, Yero OH 0OBIYHO XOTEN OT JKeH-
muHbl. OH XOTeJ OHOTO U TOJIbKO OJJHOTO — MIHOBEHHSI TIOJTHO-
ro 3a0BeHM s, KOTJIa OH TMOTpyKaercsl B Msarkoe Terioe teno. Ho
B 9TOM, KaK ¥ BO BCEM OCTaJbHOM, Mucc dopcaiiT cyrana emy
KapThl.

Meppuk, He OTpHIBasiCh, CMOTPE] Ha Hee, CBEPHYBIIYIOCS
KJIyOOYKOM B €ro TMocTeu B OJieJHO-TaieBOM meHbioape. Houb
ObLJ1a XOJIOOHOM, HO OH HE HACTOJIbKO HAMBEH, YTOOBI MOJIararh,
Oy/ATO MMEHHO MO3TOMY OHa Jierya oneroil. Her, riynas kpaca-
BUIIA JyMaeT, 4To OapxarT 3allUTUT ee.

J’xo3ed OCTOpOXKHO CTAIHUII CBOM Xanar ¢ ried. OObIYHO OH
CTIAJI TOJIBIM, HO B KaYeCTBE YCTYITKU €€ CKPOMHOCTH HaJen py-
OaIKy u 1enkoBbie Opoku. OH 3a/yJ1 CBeUy U MMOTUXOHBKY 3a-
Opavicsi o[l OfIesNIO0, CTapasiCh HE TOTPOHYTHCS 0 Hee.

— JIxo3ed? — mpobopMoTalia OHa, IOBEPHYBIIUCH B €T0 CTO-
POHY.

Cepniie Meppuka €KHYJIO OT €e TOTOBHOCTU TPUHSTH €ro
npucytctBre. OT 3ByKa CBOEro UMeHH, TPOM3HECEHHOTO STUM
COHHBIM TOJIOCKOM, OH C/IeNiajiCsl TBepIbIM Kak KameHb. [ 7aza
€€ OCTaBaJINCh 3aKPHITHIMHU, @ COYHBIE TYOBI MSATKO U30THYJIUCh.
Byzib OH pOMaHTUKOM, TO MOT Obl BOOOPa3UTh, OYATO OHA CUACT-
JMBa, 4To OH psnoM. [o kpaiineit mepe, mucc PopcailT He BCKO-
YrJIa ¢ BOIUISIMH.

Cunonn mpoOopMoTaia ele YTO-TO COHHO-BOITPOCUTEIBHOE,



¥ TIOJ1 IITYM TTPOJIMBHOTO JAOXK/I51 32 OKHAMU OH YCJIBIIIAJ, KaK 3a-
Iy pIIaTA TPOCTBIHY, KOT/Ia OHA TIOIIEBEINIACh. 3BYK ObLIT BOC-
XUTUTEJIbHO YYBCTBEHHbBIM, HATIOMUHAIOIIMM CKOJIbXKEHUE KOXKU
10 KOXe.

Ixo3ed Harpsrcs, OXujas, 4YTO OHa TOIJIET €ro K YepTsMm,
HO OHA CHOBA MOTPY3WJIACh B COH. BBITh MOXKET, ¥ €ro MpUxoj en
npucHuicsi? OH Haziesics, 4To 3TO Tak. bosee Toro, oH Hazesi-
Cs1, UYTO COH 3TOT ObLJT MPUATHBIM.

3akpbiB maza, [xo3ed npussan cBoit col. [Ipoiuioil Ho-
YbI0 €MY [IOYTH HE YAAJIOCh MOCHaTh, & CETOJHSIIHSAS JIMXOPaaKa
CIEP’)KMBAEMOT0 KEJIAHUSI COBCEM €ro u3moraia. K HecyacTsio,
COH He 11eJ1 K Hemy. biimzocts Cuionu Tep3ana. Jlerkuii HexxHbI
3arax. Hamek Ha xap, 3anoMHSAI0MNN TIIATEILHO PACCUUTAHHOE
MPOCTPAHCTBO Mek Ay HUMU. OCO3HAHUE, YTO €CIIA OH YyTh MO-
HIEBEJIUT PYKOH, TO JIOTPOHETCS JI0 Hee.

['yObl €ro MCKpUBUJIKCH B YJIBIOKE, KOTJa OH YCTPEMILT B3IJISA
B 3€pPKaJIO HaBepxy. 1o OyleT JJIMHHAS HOYb. . .

CuaoHM HEOXOTHO BBIOMPAsIach U3 YyJIECHOTO CHA, HATIOJIHEH-
HOT'O TEIUIOM U Oe30MmacHOCThI0. [la MOMOXKeT e Oor, OHa Jieka-
Jia, TPUJIbHYB K MeppuKy, CIIOBHO 3TO €IMHCTBEHHOE Ha CBETE
MECTO, TJIe el XOTeIOCh Obl HAXOMUTHCS. PyKa ero Jiexasa Ha Hew,
oonumas. Cepauie CUAOHH OT CTpaxa COBEPIIMIO KYJIbOUT — OT
JPEMOTHOM BSIJIOCTH HE OCTaJloch U ciieAa. Kak moria oHa Tak
CIHOKOIHO, TAK MUPHO CHAaTh PsJIOM CO CBOMM MyuuTesnemM?!

Brnipouem, Haio paioBaThCsl, YTO OH CIIUT, M HUYETO OOJIbIIIe.



OmnpeneneHHO ceayeT ObITh MPU3HATENIBHON U 32 TO, YTO OH HE
roJiblidi. MeppuK pacTsHyJICS Ha CIMHE, a OHA JieKasia y Hero Ha
TPYIH, ¥ TOHKUI OaTHCT pyOariku ObLT ¢IMHCTBEHHOU Tperpa-
JIOW ME/1y €€ IEKON U ero KOxkewu.

Paccer Tonpko-TONBKO HacTynuil. CnaOblil CBET OKaMJIST
3a/IepHYTHIE MOPTHEPHI 30JI0TOM. 3a HOYb HEMOrofa, JOJIKHO
OBITh, CTUXJIA.

Ee nepBbiM 1oOy:kaeHreM ObLIo Oexkath, mokyaa Meppuk He
MIPOCHYJICSA ¥ HE OOHAPYKWJI, YTO OHA TaK YJOOHO PaCIONIOKH-
nack uisi coonazHenusi. CUJJOHM HAMPSATIach, YTOOBI BHICBOOO-
JMTHCSI U3 €r0 OOBATHI, HO IMOTOM B3IJISIHYJIA HA €ro JIMIO, U
MOOOMBITCTBO, Jaxke Ooyiee CUIbHOE, YeM CTpax, OBJAJeso elo.
He caBurast obHuMaromeit pyku, oHa MeJISHHO MPUITOJHSIACD,
9YTOOBI BUAETDH €ro rpyap u auio. [loHadbmonars 3a HUM 6e3 ero
Be/loMa ObLIO HACTOSAIIEN POCKOIIBIO.

Cu1oHYM 3HaJa: Kak U OOJIBIIIMHCTBO JIOJIEH, BO CHE OH BHIIJISI-
JIAT YSI3BUMBIM.

Ho okazasoce He Taxk.

VroBarele CKyJIbl OCTaBAIUCH pe3KUMU. JII000i, KTO yBUIET
Obl 9T peluTeNbHbIe YepPThl, cuen Obl UX 0OJaaTesss He Haue
Kak pa3ooiHukoM. TeMHast yTpeHHsIsI IeThHA Ha CKYJax U Moj-
O0pOZIKe YCMIIMBAJIA 3TO BIICYATICHHE.

W ero mpamsl.

Otrnevatok 31a, kKotopoe CHIOHU MPOCTO HE B cuiax Obuia
NOCTUYb. BOJIbHO OBLIIO CMOTPETH Ha 3TH Clieibl cTpaaanuii. OHa
MIOCOYYBCTBOBAJIA ObI JIIOOOMY PaHEHOMY CYIIECTBY, HO ¢ Mep-



PHMKOM ee peakius Obuta Oojiee TMIHOM, YeM IIPOCTO COCTpajia-
HUe, cuiibHee, yeM HerojoBanue. Cilyxu yMaJuMBaJii O TOM, I/ie
npousonuio HanajaeHue. [o Tomy, 4To oH Buepa ckaszai, OHa J10-
rajajiach, 4YTo B I0OHOCTH OH IYTEIIECTBOBAJ BMECTE CO CBOMM
YUEHBIM OTLIOM. BBITh MOXET, OH MOJTYYHJI CBOU YBEUbsl B Ka-
KOM-HUOYb riryxoM niepeyiike Heanonst um Kaauca?

B Ge3MoJIBHOM yTellleHny OHa MOJNOKKWIa pyKy €My Ha Ipy/b,
KOTOpasi MO €€ JIaJOHbI0 B3/bIMajiach M OMNajaja C KaXIbIM
€ro Me/IJIeHHbIM B3/10X0M. Takas o3a co3/iaBaja rojIoBOKPYKHU-
TEJIbHYI0 MHTUMHOCTh. IHTUMHOCTB, KOTOpasi mofpbiBajia 000-
POHY HaxoJsilIeics B Ocajie JeBCTBEHHULIBI.

Boreii-HeBoneii B30p ee CKOIb3HYN K ero pry. Pacciabnen-
HBII, OH BhIpaKaJl aOCOMIOTHYIO YyBCTBEHHOCTh. HeynuBuresb-
HO. C nepBoro ke B3IVI/1a Ha HETro, BJIbSKHO Pa3BAJIMBILIETOCs,
Kak OOJIBILION KOT, B CBOEM MAacCMBHOM Kpeciie U MOMUBAIOLIe-
IO BMHO, OHA PacIio3HaJla B HEM MYXUYHMHY, BBICOKO LIEHSAIIETO
(puznueckoe ynosonbcrere. HesHakomas TSKECTh YTHE3AUIIACH
B JKMBOTE, KOIJ]a OHa MPEACTaBUIA, KaK OH COCPEIOTOYMTCS Ha
HEeWl, KOrjia MpUIeT Bpems.

Ecnu oHo nipuger. ..

Casarple HeOeca! Heyxenn oHa yke foIyckaeT ero nooemy?
Ho ona He moxer emy ycTynurb. [IeJ0 BeAb HE TOJIBKO B PUC-
Ke MOTEPSATh JEBCTBEHHOCTh, XOTS €l COBCEM HE XOTEeJIOCh JIOIY-
CTUTh OOHAPYKEHMsI €€ IPEXOB CBETOM WJIM 3a4aThs peOeHKa BHE
Opaunbix y3. Kyna cunbHee yOexxieHHOCTb, UTO, €CJIU OHA Karu-
TYJMPYET, 3TO MOJOPBET BCE TO, UTO MOAJEPKUBANIO €€ MOCIE-



HME TPYIHbIC TOIbl M JOJKHO ObLIO IPUBECTH K CAMOCTOSITEIb-
HOMY IIJIONOTBOPHOMY OyIyIemy.

Pecnuiib Meppuka Jiexxaan BeepaMu — YepHbIe, Kak U BOJIO-
ChI, yTaBIIIMEe Ha BBICOKUH J100. CHIOHM cliepKalia jKeJlaHue OT-
BECTH 9TU MsTKMe npsiau ¢ ymia. Korma on 60apcTBoBai, oHa
ObLJ1a CITUIIIKOM 3aHsTa O0pPbOOI C HUM, YTOOBI TPOSIBIISIT TAKYIO
HexxHoCTh. Ceifuac xke, B 3TO paHHee TUXO0e YTPO, el yKacHO XO-
TEJIOCh MOKa3aTh My, UTO KU3Hb MPeJIaraeT He TOJIBKO KeCTO-
KOCTb.

CrpacTHoe xenaHue 0OIeryuTh ero 0osb 3actaBuio CuIoHN
npusaaymarbesi. OH nenaeT Bce, YToObl HoryouTs ee. OH MHTpU-
roBaJj, 4To0 3aMaHuTh PoOepTy B JIOBYIIKY CKaH/aJla U TI030pa.

OH... OH caMblii yOUBUTEJIBHBINA, CAMBI OOAsATEILHBIN W3
BCEX 3HAKOMBIX efl Myx4rH. OH CIyIan ee ¢ BHUMaHUEM, KO-
Topoe ObUIo Oanmb3amoM yist Ay, OH Aaj el OJHUM TJ1a3KOM
YBUJ/IETh MUP, KOTOPBI OHa MeuTajia OTKpbITh. OH CMEIInI ee.
OH 11e710BaJ e TakK, CJIOBHO CKOpee YMpPET, YeM OCTaHOBUTCHI.

Ita c1aboCTh MO OTHOIIEHHIO K CBOEMY MPOTUBHUKY ObLIa KY-
na Oojiee myratoiier, 4eM npodyxkiaeHue B ero oobsatusx. Cu-
JIOHU TIPUKPBLIA I71a3a U oOpaTuiia MOJIMTBY K HebecaM He JaTh
CepIIly CMSATUYMTBCS.

Korpa e oHa BHOBb IOCMOTpesia Ha Meppuka, OH Habmogat
3a Hell C HaIIPSKEHHOCTBIO, 3aCTABUBIIICH ee 3aTpereTaTb. Bripa-
’KEHHE ero JiIa ObUIO HEe3alUIIIEHHbIM, KaK HUKOI/IA TPEKIE.
OHa MUMOJIETHO YBHJIE/IA B 3aTYMAHEHHBIX IJ1a3aX OCTPYIO TOC-
Ky CPOIHHM ee COOCTBEHHOM. Bo CHe OH He BBIIIISIET MOJIOKE, HO



Ka3aJicsl HAMHOTO MOJIokKe ceituac. ['yObl ero n30rHyauch B IpH-
BETJIMBOM YJIbIOKE, KOTOpasi MPOH3MIIA €i ceplie.

A 1OTOM B MIHOBEHUE OKa BCE U3MEHWIOCH.

MsrkocTb cnapuiack, CJIOBHO HUKOT/IA M HE CYIIECTBOBAJIA.
Ona npowia He/IByCMBICJIEHHOE HENTPUSITHE TOTO, YTO OH YBUAET
Ha ee juiie. JJoykHO ObITh, OHA IVIa3esia Ha HEero CO IIEHSTYbUM
oboxxanuneM. Kakoii cmbic Teniepb otpuiiath? CThiJ CBUHIIOBOM
TSKECThIO OYKBaJILHO MPUIABUII €e.

Cuyionu otiiatHyace. Ero pyka cxanack, He 1aB ei cOexarb.
B T0 %€ Bpemsi OH OBICTPO COBHHYJICSI B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI TIOJIOT
KPOBATH CIIPATAJI €ro JIMIO B TeHW. YTPEHHUI CBET OOJIbIIe HEe
naja Ha ero Impambl. TO ABMKEHUE ObUIO TAKUM PE3KUM, 4TO
TPSIXHYJIO KPOBATh.

Boxe MUJIOCTUBBIH. . .

Ee cmymenue ncnapuinoch. O0b19HO MeppuK BHICTaBIISUT Ha-
MOKa3 CBOM IIPaMbl, HE JaBasi HUKOMY BO3MOHOCTU MOCOYYB-
CTBOBATh €r0 YPOICTBY. DTHM € YTPOM y HEro He ObUIO Bpe-
MEHU TIPUKPHITHCS CBOMM MTPUBBIYHBIM IIIUTOM OT JTIOOOIBITCTBA
u orBpaiieHus. C ynaBumm cepauem CUIOHM OCO3HAJIA, YTO,
HECMOTpSI Ha BCIO 3Ty OpaBajay, OH HEHaBUIUT CBOU IIIPAMBI.
HenaBuur Bceit Ay1oit.

OH He IOIyCTHUT KaJOCTH K cebe — OHa omycTuIIa riasa. U Bce
e UX 3ammnaiio ot cies. [ynas, ax, kakas e oHa rynas! Kak
TPY/IHO MOJABUTH rOpsiuee kKelaHue 3aKII0UYUTh ero B 00bATHUS U
MPEJIOKUTH yTEIIEHUe OT 11eJI0M KU3HU cTpagaHuil. besymHoe,
OIACHOE KEJIAHUE.



— JIomKHO OBITh, 51 TEPsII0 CHOPOBKY. OCKBEPHHB YMCTOTY TBO-
el moctenu, s ObUT yBEpPEH, YTO Thl 3aBOIMHUIIIb YTO €CTh MOYH, —
IIPOrOBOPMJI OH CO 3HAKOMOM M3/IEBKOM, HAKOHEL IOCMOTPEB €1
B I1a3a.

Ho nocnie Toro Mura oTKpoBeHMsI, KOTJIa OH TaK Pe3KOo OT-
maTHyJIcst, CUIOHU 3HaJIA, YTO ero HeOpekHash MaHepa — 3aIlluT-
HBI MexaHu3M. [IpekpacHasi y/bpIOKa, KOTOpOW OH OJapwil ee
npu poOykJIeHuu, peBparuiack B HacMenuuByo. [1ycts ona
THICSIUY pa3 Aypa, HO He MOTJIa OHA He TIOKaJIeTh 00 ITOH mepe-
MEHe, Jake Korja TeJo €€ OJEPEBEHEO.

— Thl HUKOTJa HE 3aCTaBUIIIb MEHSI KpUYaTh, — OTO3BAJIACh OHA
C CYpOBOCTbIO, KOTOPOW OTHIO[b HE YYBCTBOBAJIA.

Meppuk oOpagoBajcs, Ho mucc PopcaiiT He TOHsIA YeMy.

— He Oynp Tak yBepena, bella.

CHoBa oH B3s1IcA 3a cTapoe. [1o kpaiiHen mepe, ero HaCMeIKH
HaIOMHWIY €1 O TOM, YeM OHA PUCKYeT B 3Tou nocrenu. Korna
Cuyionu cornacunach crnactu Pobepty, oHa BooOpaxaia COTHU
onacHocrten. [Tpunyxnenue. Hacumme. Kecrokocts. Ho oHa u
NPEe/ICTaBUTh ceOe He MOTJIa, YTO CAMBIM OOJIBIIIUM PUCKOM Oy/IeT
paHeHas Ayla xo3suHa 3aMKa KpeliBeH.

— Yro eI 38€Ch Aenaenib? — OHa ctapanach TOBOPUTh POBHBIM
TOJIOCOM.

— A pa3Be 3TO HE OYEBUTHO?

[Mocne 3TUX CIIOB BrieyaTeHUE O MPUSATHOM yTpe ObLIO HC-
nopuero. Ha 31oT pa3 oHa npeanpuHsiia 6oliee permmTenbHyIo
TIOTIBITKY BBHICBOOOIMTHCS, HO MeppuK ¢ BO3MYTHUTEIILHOU Jier-



KOCTBIO OTIPOKMHYIJI €€ Ha CIIUHY.

— Orycrtu, — npormrena CHIOHN CKBO3b OHEMEBIIIHE TYOHI.
Cepnaue MMXOpaA0YHO KOJIOTWIOCh OT MAHUKY Y THEBA IJIABHBIM
oOpaszom Ha cebs1. Hy mouemy oHa He y/nu3Hysa A0 TOTO, Kak OH
MpOoCHYJICs?

TBepno Aepxka ee OIHOU PyKOM 3a Tanuio, xo3ed npunoa-
HsUJICS U ApYroit pykoit o0xBaTuil CUIIOHU 32 3aThUIOK, YAEPKU-
Basl, YTOOBI KaK ClieyeT PaCCMOTPETb.

— Hu 3a 4to Ha cBere.

Paspasu ero rpom! Kak ObI eii xoTenoch, 4To0b OH HE TOBO-
pWI TaKMX OMPOMETUYMBBIX CJIOB. By/lb OHa XOTb UyTOUKY IJTy-
niee, MorJia Obl TPUHATH UX Bcepbe3. M uTo Obl Torja ¢ Helo cTa-
J0? Crpax cnasui ropiio. He xBatasio TOJIBKO IOKMHYTh 3aMOK
KpeliBeH He TOJIBKO OMO30PEHHOM, HO U C PAa3OUTHIM CEPALIEM.
Her, oHa gomkHaA yUTH OTCIO[a HETPOHYTOU U HE 3alsiTHAHHOU
CKaHJaJIoM, TBepo HantoMHuIa cede CugoHu. OcTaioch TOIBKO
MOBEPUTD B 3TO.

— DTO HE BXOAMT B Hall JIOTOBOP.

Xotesnock Obl el HaOpaThCsl CHITbI BOJIM M HACTOSITH HA TOM,
4TOOBI OH OTITYCTWII ee. Eciii OHa cTaHeT KUMeTh OT 3JI0CTU W3-
3a 9TUX UT'P — M OHA KUINT, YepT OBl ero moopaj! — Ho ocTaercs
3Ta NPOKJISATAsA HENMpoleHas HexXHocTh. Huuem He crepers u3
MaMsATH ero MOTPSICEHUE U UCIMYT, KOTa OH MPOCHYJICA U OOHa-
PYKuJ1, 4TO OHa pasrisaapiBaeT ero. CUIOHU MOJO3peBaja, YTo
OH MyYaeT ee ceivac, YToObl HE JJaTh 33 JyMaThCsl HAJl TEM MO-
MEHTOM OTKPOBEHUS.



OKpyXuB ee CBOMM MYXCKHM 3aIlaxoM, OH CKJIOHWJICS Onu-
xe. OHa MOJHJIa O caMO00JIaIaHNH, O 3APABOMBICIIMH U — /1A TIO-
MOXET el 60T B ee HECOBITOYHOM KeJIAHUH — O CITACCHUH.

— HaBepHsika 31€ech €CTb €ellle O/IHa CMaJIbHS.

Meppuk yabiOHYIICS Tak, 4To 3acTtaBil CUIOHM rajiath, yK He
JOTabpIBACTCS JIM OH, Kakast 00pbOa MPOUCXOANT Y Hee BHYTPH.

— [purogHa ans obutaHus TOIBKO 3Ta. S ke He coOmpaics
yCTpauBaTh 3arOpPOJHBIN NIpUEM, tesoro. Sl riaHupoBasl HEAEIo
TUIOTCKMX PAJIOCTE C JIIOOOBHUIICH.

Ona oueneHena, Koraa OH JIGHUBO MPOIYCTUJ €€ BOJIOCHI
CKBO3b MaJIbIIbl M TOMAacCcUpoBal 3aTblIOK. OliyiieHus pazoera-
JIUCh, KaK KPyTY Ha BOJE.

— B nepBy10 HOUb ThI K€ IJe-TO CHaJl.

— Koiika B rapaepoOHO He mpegHa3Ha4yeHa AT MYKIUHBI
miectu ¢pyToB pocTa. Bynb sl IPOKJIAT, €ciu Mo3BoI0 Tebe CHOBa
MEHS Ty/la COCNIaTh.

— BBITh MOXeET, 51 MoryIa OBl CIIaTh TaM? — IMPOrOBOPHIIA OHA C
(paspmmBOI TIOOE3HOCTHIO.

K ynuBnenuio, ryobl ero JepHyIuCh.

— 3auem Thl Opocaelllb MHE BbI30OB, KOT/Ia 3Haelllb, YTO 51 He
MOTY IIPOTUB HETO YCTOSITh?

— 41 Te6s1 coBceM He 3Hai, — Bo3pa3uiaa CHIoHM, YTOOBI Ha-
NIOMHUTB ceOe, a TaKke OCTaBUThb ero Ha MecTo. JKesaHue npu-
JILHYTh K €rO JIACKAIOLEN pyKe CTAHOBWJIOCHh NOYTH HECTEPIIH-
MBIM.

— Toraa nouemy s 4YyBCTBYIO, YTO Thl CUATAEIIb KAXKIbIHA yaap



MO€Ero cepaua?

TpymHO OBUIO CKa3aTh, TOBOPUT JIX OH 3TO cepbe3Ho. Ecim
0 TOJIBKO OHA MOIJIa TIOHUMATh KaX/1yl0 ero MbICIb. 3Hajla OHA
JIMIIb TO, YTO CTOJIb K€ OKOJIIOBaHa, CKOJIb M HamyraHa. A To,
Yero He 3HaJia, OCTABJISUIO ee iperdoBaTh B OKeaHe HEITPOIIEHO-
O XeJIaHUS.

— IIpekpartu urpars co MHOM, Meppuk.

— Crano ObITh, HE XO4Yelllb MPOAOKaTh TIpemoauio? — OH
CKJIOHHWJICS HaJl Hel, BIABIMBasl B MaTpal] CBOMM OOJIBIIINM Te-
JIOM.

OHa 3aep3asia, HO HE CIBUHYJIA €T0.

— 41 Xouy, 4TOOBI THI OTITYCTHI MEHSI.

— Her, He xo4ellb.

Bena B ToM, 4TO B ITyOMHE JIyIITN OHA W BIPAB/Iy HE XOTea,
HO ellle He HACTOJIBKO IOJIIaIa IO €0 Yapsl, YTOOBI 320bITh, YTO
MOCTaBJIEHO Ha KapTy. OHa MOJIOKKUIA PYKy €My Ha rpylb, He
JaBast IPUOJIM3UTHCS ellle OOJbIIIe.

— IIpekpatu, Meppuk.

— xo3ed.

CuJ0HU CUIMIIACh COXPAHUTh KOHTPOJIb HaJl PEAIbHOCTHIO.

— IopouHblil, JKUBBIIA, paciyllieHHbII, KOBAPHbII, UHTPUTY-
IOIIVIA, OECTIPUHITAITHBIN HETOJISIH.

— Ckaxu 3T0 Tak, OyATO IENCTBUTENILHO TakK Aymaerib. — OH
TIPIIKAJICSA K ee CIepKUBAIOIIEN pyKe U 3aBiajes rybamu. B ator
pa3 yauBIieHHe He napann3oBaio Cugonu. U oHa Oblia yxke He Ta
HEBUHHOCTb, KOTOPYIO €r0 MOLETyH Ui Aapa pedd. OHa no-



3HaJIa YIOBOJIbCTBHUE, BBI3BAHHOE MAJICUITIM ITPUKOCHOBEHUEM.

Jlagons ero, nexaniasi Ha 3aThUIKe, pacciaaduiack. Pyka Ha
TaJMU CKOopee OOHMMaIa, YeM yraepkuBaia. Ha oguH 3anpeTHblit
MUT OHa MPUJIbHYJIA K HEMY, KaK BBIOHOK, a TOCJIe IpepBaia ro-
eyl 1 U3BUBAJIACh, TTOKA HOTA €€ He KOCHYJIAch ToJia.

OH cxBaTWJ ee 3a pyKy.

— He yxomu, Cunonu! TeGe HMUTO He yrpoxaer. S mpocrto
XOuy TOIEeIoBaTh TeOsl.

Ona Gpocuiia Ha Hero CKeNTUIeCKUI B3MJIsA]] U BCTasa, 3a/1pO-
’KaB OT yTPEHHEro XOJI0/a.

— W nouemy s 1ebe He Bepio?

— [Totomy uTo nprickopoHO HenoBepunBa. — OH moMoTYal. —
W notomy 4TO THl yMHAasI *KEHIIUHA.

OH nornau1 9yBCTBUTEIBHYIO KOXKY 3arsicThst. OT 3TOrO Jie-
HUBOT'O TOTJIAKMBAHUS Y Hee MOJBEJIO )KUBOT, XOTsI OHA U TIOHH-
MaJia, 4TO OH IbITAETCSI BCEMU MTPAaBJaMU U HeTIpaBIaMU BEpHYTh
€e B CBOU OODBSITHUS.

— Ecnu 6 51 6b11a yMHO#, TO Oeskasia Obl Oe3 OISIIKY, KaK TOJTb-
KO yBHUJIENA, YTO ThI 3a0pasiCs MO OAEsLIO.

OH cen, py0arika ero mpoBucia, oOHaxasi Kpernkoe Iieyo.
Ot 3penuina rajgkoi 3aropesiod koxu y CUOHU Nepecoxsio BO
pry. Takoi koHTpacT ¢ ero 06e300pakeHHbIM JvioM! [Toravary
OHa HE CUMTAJIA €r0 KPacUBbIM, JIaXe ecIi He oOpariaTh BHIMa-
HUS Ha mpamMel. Ho ¢ KaxapiM yacom ero pusnyueckas rmpusJe-
KaTeJIbHOCTh Bo3pactaia. Ceiluac eil Ka3ajaoch, 4TO CJIOBO «Kpa-
CHBBII» CITUIIIKOM OaHaJIbHO. [lypouka HecuactHast! OHa oOHa-



pyxwuiia B ce0e MpUcTpacTue K TeMHOMY, OITACHOMY U yIIIepOHO-
My.

BcTpeBokeHHast, CMSITEHHas — a BeJlb OH €/1Ba IPUKOCHYJICS
K Hell, — CuIoHU rajana, 4to CJAy4YusIoCh C TOW PelIUTeTbHON
JKEHIIIMHOM, KOTopast puObLIa B 3aMOK KpeliBeH, YTOObI IPOTH-
BOCTOAATh MOHCTPY ? IIpo1io Bcero aBa JHs, U A0 TOU KEHITUHBI
yKe He JIOTSHYThCS.

— Bcero onun nonenyi, Cugoau. 1o 1ieHa cBoOoasl. — [0-
noc [Ixo3eda 3Bydan HICKpeHHe, He KaK y TOrO JAbSBOJILCKOTO CO-
OJ1a3HUTEIS, YbM CBEpKAIOIIMe cepeOpoM miaza Opocayu eil Bbl-
30B.

[MoTpsicenue mapanu3oBajo ee. Kazanock, 3T0 CIUIIKOM XO-
POIIIO, YTOOBI OBITH MpaBaOK. OHA CMOXET yeXaTh C paclucKaMu
PoGepThl, mouTH Takas ke HEBUHHAsl, Kak W mpuoObUia. [la BOT
TOJILKO Hapsy C MOTPSICCHUEM M OOJIErYeHHWEM OHA MCIbITaja
JIETKUIA YKOJI BOBMYTHUTEIBHOTO, HEITPUEMJIEMOT'0, HEOCTIOPUMO-
IO pa304apoBaHUs.

— Tol otiiycTuins menst Ha3an B bapcroy-xomn?

OH HaxMypWICS U OTITYCTUJI €€ PYKY.

— C yma comnuia? Mpl Tak He JI0rOBapyBaJIkCh.

— A, 10TOBOp. .. — MpOIIIENTaTa OHA OMHUMHU I'yOamH.

— W HuMKakoro yBUIMBaHUS, 3aMeTh. VICKpEHHUI SHTY3Ua3M.

OpuH notieyi Ka3aics MaJjior 1IEHOM 3a TO, YTOObI cOeXaTh
U3 3TOW KOMHAThI, KOTOpasi U300MIIyeT OOCIaHusAMU UHTUMHO-
CTH.

— A Kak Mbl U3MEpPHUM TBOE YIIOBJIETBOpEHME?



Ero rnaza GiecHy/M, ¥ OH MpUJIer Ha COMThIE TPOCTHIHU C pa3-
JPaKaIOIEN YBEPEHHOCTBIO.

— Bella, 1 He %Iy ynOBIETBOpPEHHUS], — POMYPJIbIKAI OH. —
Bcero nuiib 1ackoBbli yTpeHHMI noneyil. Hudero takoro, 4to
ocTaBWJIO OBl Ha TeOe IIpaMbl 10 KOHIIA KU3HH.

OH cKazaJ «1pambl», 9TOOBI TOTYEPKHYTH CBOE YPOICTBO, HO
OHa y’Ke JIaBHO MUHOBAJIA Ty CTa/IMI0, KOTIa BOCHPUHAMAJIA €r0
HIpaMbl Kak-TO MHa4e, YeM OOJIbIIIoe HecYacThe.

— T'oBopu 3a cebds, — mpodopmotasia CHUAOHU, OCTOPOXKHO
BCTaBasl KOJICHSIMU Ha KPOBaTh. Marpail porHyJcs, OHa MoKay-
HYJIaCh U BBIHYXJEHa OblJIa ONEepeThCsl PyKOW O €ro Ipylab IS
paBHOBecHsl. JKap Tak U 3aiures OT 3TOro COMPUKOCHOBEHU S,
U cepliie ee 3acTyJyayio Kak MojioT. Ero OpoBu MpUITOAHSIIUCH B
0e3MOJIBHOW HaCMeIIIKe, KOT/ia OHa OTJAEPHYNA PYKY.

CuioHU 3aTpenerana, Korja OH MpoBeJl PyKOH M0 ee BOJIocaM.
[Manbiipl 3aaepKalinuch HA TPYIH, MPEXAE YeM OH yOpas pykKy.
Cocku ee HanPSATJIKCH 10 TIOKAJIBIBAIOIIEH TBEPIOCTH.

— Ho6poe yTpo, CuoH#, — MPOroBOPHJI OH C HEKHOCTBIO, KO-
TOpOW OHA He JI0Bepsia.

HexxHocTh — HemoOenumblii Bpar. HamibiB 4yBCTB 3TUM
yTPOM TIPOJEMOHCTPUPOBAI 3Ty McTHHY. OHa He MOra OTpu-
aTh BJICYEHUSI, HE MOIJIAa OTPHUIATh ero ysa3Bumoctu. Kak u co-
0;1a3Ha, HEOXOTHO MPU3HAJIACh OHa ceOe, OTMeYvas JICHUBBIIA CBET
B €ro I71a3ax.

Jl;xo3ed OTIycTUI ee BOJIOCH M CLEMIIT PyKH 3a FOJIOBOM, Ha-
TSIHYB KpErKHue MYCKYJIbl pyK U Ipyad. OH MOXOAWI HA COHHO-



IO TMaIty, pacCMaTPHUBAIOIIEr0 CBOM HOYHOM BBIOOp M3 rapema.
Heckonbko 2MeKTpU3yoIMX MITHOBEHUI OHU TJISIeNU APYT Ha
apyra. CuoHM kJana B HampsbkeHHOM oxuganuu. OH, Kaza-
JIOCh, HACHakaascs, HaOmoaas, Kak MUHYThI YObIBAIOT, KaK Iy-
3bIPbKHM BO BUepaliHeM kJjiapere. OHa mpoysia B €ro riaa3ax 0xu-
nanue, Ho He Oosbiite. OH MOAHSUT MOCT TTPOTHB BTOPJKEHUS B
CBOIO JyIly. SICHBI JHEBHOM CBET OKa3aJiCsi MEHee OTKPOBEH-
HBIM, YeM IpeJpPacCBETHbIE TEHU.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
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