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Annca KameneBa
ApTo — cTaTh 0eccMepTHOM

IIpeaucaosue

Korpa-to He 6b110 HUYero. Bo Beenennoit Butana roiayooBartasi AbIMKa, KOTOpasi, Kak MsTKOe
ofiestio, OepeKHO XPaHUIIO COH Beel ku3HU. Ho koraa-HuOyabs Bce paBHO MPUXOAUTCS TPOCHYThCS, U
B OJJHO MTHOBEHHE 3aKercsi OroHb. MOIIIHasl BOJIHA €r0 CBETA U TeIlIa MTPOHECIIACH IO BCEMY KOCMOCY
(1 ceiiyac MOKHO YBUJIETh HA HOYHOM HeOe ero uckpbl). [nams oGxwuraromie Oejloe U YicToe, Kak
conuue. Ero ums 6bu10 — Mutpar.

Ho nocrernenHo cusiommast BCIbIIIKA CTajla MPUOOPETaTh HESICHbIE OUePTaHUsl — TaK MOSIBUIICS
NIepBbIiA OeccMepTHBIA. MUTpaT JieTal MepBblii pa3 B CBOEH BEUHOM JKM3HM, OTIABask BCIO SHEPIHIO,
KOTOpas cO3/1aBajia HOBble M HOBblE OrHU. HEBO3MO:KHO OBLJIO OMKUCATh UX KPACOTY; KAKAbIA IPUBHO-
CHJI YTO-TO HOBOE, HABCEI/1a MEHSISI MUP.

Tak 3apoaunack BeenenHas. Bo rmaBe ¢ MuUTparom oraum co3iaiy NpUBBIYHYIO KHU3Hb, TAKYIO,
KaKOW MbI Bce ee 3HaeM. VX CBeT M TeIio JaJiv KU3Hb 3eMie, BO3/1yXy ¥ Boje. Jlyxu ObLIM OfiapeHbl
BJIACTBIO HAJ1 BOJIOU U JIUIIIb CIIYCTSI MHOTO JIET MOSIBUJIMCh U3 TAMHCTBEHHOTO M TYMAHHOT'O U3Mepe-
HUS, Ky/Ia He ToTacTh )KUBBIM. Jlerkue a1bghbl MOTYMHIIM ceOe BO3IYX U IMOCETMIIUCH 32 3aBECOU Ha
MpeKpacHOM royOo iaHeTe. A 3eMJTI0 B3sUI ceOe CMEPTHBIE, U UM TOXe MIOHPABUJIACh 3Ta Uy/Iec-
Has TuiaHeTa. M Tak Kak BOWH KW3Hb TOTA €IIe He 3HaJla, TO b(bl CKPbUIMCh OT HAIIMX Va3 3a
3aBeCcOH 37ech ke, Ha 3eMIle.

Ho ornio HyxHa numa. CTuxus, NOpoAMBILAs KU3Hb, CaMa K€ MOXET €€ M YHUUTOXUTh. 1
KaX[Iplii OTOHb HAYaJI [OXKUPATh TO, YTO OH caM co3all. KTo-To sxwit 6arogapst rapMOHHM, @ KOMY-TO
HYXeH ObLT Xa0C, KTO-TO JIOOUJI MY3BIKY, & KTO-TO THIIIMHY. .. Hauamicy BOWHBI, B KOTOPBIX HaBCeTAa
norudaayM M caMH OTHH, U OCTajibHble Hapompl. JIpyxk0a koHumiack. HaBcerma ncue3 orons mmpa,
ObLIM 3a0BITH YECTHOCTh U CITPABEIIUBOCTh. VI, KOHEYHO, HUKTO HE 3aMETUJT MaJleHbKOe HOBOPOXK-
nenHoe iamsa. Camoe Miadmee ux Beex. [Toka BeenenHast 3axyieOpiBasiach B KPOBH, OTOHEK poC, a
KocMmoc TeMHes1. CKOpo HOUb CTajia YepHOM.

Temuoe Vuauro. CKONBKO JIereH ] XOAWIo cpear OecCMEpTHBIX O HeM. KTo-To roBopw, 4to
OHO HeceT rubesb, a KTO-TO Ha3bIBaJ ero camol TbMoid. HukTo He y3HaBas cBoero codpara, u MIHauro
MCYE3JI0, CKPBUIOCH OT TJIa3 3aHSATHIX OUTBAMU OECCMEPTHBIX.

Ho B ogHy HOYb, KOTJa TUIAHETHI Y3KE MOTPA3JIM BO ThME U CMEPTH, BCIBIXHYJ CBET. 3aKIJIACh
camas 6omblliasi ¥ camas sipkas 3Be3/1a Bo BeenenHol — Pukiiaa. MuTpat oObeIMHUII OTHU B €IUHYIO
Wmnepuio, HO He X0Tel Oojiee MPaBUTh, BElb OH, OTEIl OTHS, OTEI KM3HU HEe CMOT yoepeub MUp.

Torga oH moo03Baj caMmoro MpeJaHHOro CBOETO Jpyra — OrHsl MOJIHMM U SHEpruv MaHTu, KOTo-
PBblii 10 cuX Top ObLT yBakaeM Jlake Ha 3eMJie M HOCHJT TaM cOOCTBEHHOe uMsi — 3eBc. Benb BMecTe ¢
Puxnanom nepen oruom Beenennoit nosisuiicst Kpucrasui, B KOTOpOM, COIIACHO JIET€HAAaM, HaXOOM-
nack yactb Temnoro Mnauro, npenonnecenHast Co3pateso, kak gap. Ho camo Muauro tak u He 66110
packpbiTo. BpyurB kameHb MaHTH Kak 3HaK OJIaroqapHOCTH 1 IpyKObl, MUTpaT yIIe) OT JIMAePCTRa,
CTaB JIMIIb (POPMaJIbHBIM ITPABUTENIEM OTPOMHOM rajlakTUKU «mnepus».

[To3:ke 13 HEM3BECTHOrO HUKOMY M3MEpEeHUsl B Hallly BcesneHHylo mpuiien gyx 0eaoro Bojka
1o uMeHu ApT. OH Hayuus OecCMEepPTHBIX CIEPKUBATh CBOM Pa3pyLIUTEIbHbIE MHCTUHKTBI, 3aKJIIO-
YMB JIyIIA OTHEW B CMEpTHBIE Tena. Y XOTs XU3Hb MX cTajia Oojee XPYINKOH, a cepiia He TaKUMU
TOpSTYMMU, OTHU OOJIbITIE HE MOIJI Pa3pyLIUTh CO3/IAaHHBI UMY MUP.

Ho mpuper Bpemsi, korga 3ToT Mup OyZleT CTOSATh Ha TpaHW TuOenu, 1 MuTpary npuiercs
CaMOMY TIPOCTHTH ceOe MPOIILIbIe OIMOKH, TIOMHATHCS ¥ BECTU CBOM HApO[I.
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I'maBa 1. Cunas komera

Cyxas, elie Teruias 1nocyie 3HOWHOIO JIETHErO JIHSI KaMEHMCTast 3eMJIsl CJIeTKa MoXpycThiBaja
B HOYHOW THILMHE, KOT/a JBE MaJleHbKUE (PUT'YPKU TOPOILIMBO MPOHOCUIMCh MUMO PSIJIOB CTapbIX,
COXPaHMBIIMXCA €lle C LIAPCKUX BPEMEH, MOKOCUBLIMXCS IOMUKOB BHU3, 32 TOPOI.

— Her! Tl ¢ yma comuna! — meaias no3ajay JeBOYKa JIET TPUHAALATHU YKe CUJION NONbITaIach
yZepxarb noApyry. l'ojoc ee maHMYecKH ApOKal.

Ta, He oOpaliasi HUKaKOro BHUMaHHUs Ha 3TH MPOTECThl MPOAOJIKAIA IIUPOKO PACKPHITBIMU
OT OJIaroroBefHOIO CTpaxa ¥ MOJHOW MIJIBI I7Ja3aMHU CMOTPETh B CTOPOHY HEOOJBINON POIIHIIBI Y
TIOJHOXKMSI XOJIMa, HAa KOTOPOM CTOSUT MX HEOOJIBIION, MPAKTHUYECKU 3a0BITHII IMBUIM3AIMEH TOpO-
nok. Tombko 4To, OyKBaJIbHO MUHYT JIECATh Ha3a/l, Ty, UCKpsi, OyATO (periepBepK, pOCCHIIBIO CHHUX
OTHEW, yraJx MEeTeOpuT. A Bellb HUYTO He MPEABEINao Oelbl: HI HOBOCTHBIE KaHAJIbl, HM Pa3HO00-
pasHble Hay4HbIE KypHAJIBI Jake He 3aMKHYJHCh O TOM, 4TO... Ho 000 BceM 1o nopsiiky.

Kownen mions. Camplii pasrap JIeTHUX KaHUKY/1. B yects Oyayiiero qHs poxaeHus ei, Jlepoi,
POIUTEIH, 3HASI O COBEPILIEHHO CyMaclIe/AIeM YBJISUEHUH 10YEePH, TOAAPUIIN HACTOSAIINH TestecKon!
C paHHero geTcTBa OHa MOIVIa YacaMy MPOCHKMBATh 3a MOTEPTHIMU ACTPOHOMUYECKMMH aTJIacaMH,
OJIHY 3a JAPYTroil IepeunThIBasIa AECATKA KHUT O MU(ax 1 JiereHIax HapoIOB, OyKBAJIbHO KUJa Med-
TOi1 0 HeOe, U BOT MeuTa cObuIach. byaro B TakoM HEOOIBIIIOM IOPOJIKE A2 elie M Ha OHOW U3 Jajb-
HHX YJMI] OBUIO JOCTaTOYHO TEMHO IO HOYaM, YTOOBI OTUYETIIMBO BUJIETh CaMble IAJICKHE 3BE3IHI. . .
OnHako U TeslecKol He ObLT HyKeH, YTOOBl 3aMETUTD SIPYANIITYI0 BCIBIIIKY, HECYIIYIOCSI HA OTPOM-
HOH CKOPOCTH K 3eMJle, HATOMUHAIOIIYI0 cuHero Jpketa. Ho oHa He ncuesna. Tpu, aBa. .. «EcTb KOH-
TakT!» Jlepoil 3amepra, s Ha CBEPKHYBILYIO BCIIBIIIKY U YYBCTBYS, KakK BCTAIOT JHIOOM BOJIOCHI
Ha 3aThUJIKE U NpeJaTeIbCKU X0I0eI0T Masiblibl. KoMeTa Tak v He ycnena cropetb. Ceiiuac Bce 3aKOH-
yutcsl. Bee ee kenaHus, yasHUS M TUIaHBI Ha Oyayinee. A Belb OHA TaK MeuTasa CTaTh UcciiejoBare-
JIeM-ITy TellleCTBEHHMKOM B OeckpaiiHeit Beenennoii! Hy mim XoTst Obl BBITPOCUTSD Y poanTesieid Opara.
Bor-Bor. Celiuac.

Ho Huuero He npoucxoauio. V3 oueneHeHus JeBOYKY BbIBEJI PACCTPOEHHBIN BO3IVIAC OTLA!
«Bor ke ragpl! 4 Hefemo aToro Marya xaan!» Oka3aaock, 4YTo BO BCEM ropojie OTHOBPEMEHHO Y BCEX
Pa3oM BBIPYOMIIO 3/1eKTpUYecTBO. Beuepamu oT Heuero Aenarh OOJIBLUIMHCTBO ceMel 31ech coOrpa-
JIMCh y TEJIeBU30pa, TaK YTO OBUI MIAHC, YTO BCIIBIIIKY 3aMETHIJIM HEMHOTHEe. MBICIH JIMXOpaJouHO
CKaka/u B rojioBe. Jlepoil 00M3aia mepecoxInme OT CTpaxa I'yObl M PeIIUTEeNIbHBIM JKECTOM TOTpe-
najia ynaBIIyIO Ha KOJIEHH MOZIPYTY, BCE €le 3aKPbIBABIIYIO FOJIOBY PyKAMHU.

— Dii! lobpo noxkanoBars B pai!

Acs, nozparuBasi, OTHsUIa PyKM OT JIMIIA, M, XOTS 3TO y Hee MOJYyYWJIOCh He Cpasy, XpHUILIO
BbIJIaBIJIA:

— Y-uT10 3710 OBUIO?

Jlepoii mpogoskana HeTepIeauBO JIepraThb IeBOYKY 3a PyKaB I10JI0CATOrO IUIaThsl, HE OTPbIBast
B3IV OT TOM YacTu Heba, Tjie MmpoJjieTena KoMeTa:

— Bort tam 1 y3Haem. [louumn, — 1, He JOKJABIIMCH OTBETA, KOPOTKO KPUKHYJ/IA Yepe3 IUIeYo,
crapasich, YToOBI €e TrojIoc 3Bydyall ecTecTBeHHO: Ma-a-am! [la-a-an! I nmoiiny cnpouy, y Koro erie
OTKJIIOUMJIM. .. U KOTJa AaayT!

— Yero? — TONBKO M ycHena CeBLIMM I'OJIOCOM MPOOOPMOTaTh Acsi, HO MO3HO: MOAIPYTa yike
CKPbLIaCh B HENIPUBBIYHON TEMHOTE, TOJIBKO THXO IIEJKHYJIA OTKphIBaeMasi KaJIuTKa.

Harpago u 110 yrna. Jlepoii xopolo 3Hazna 3Ty 10pory, BeJjb IPaKTHUECKH KaxXblid IeHb cama
BCTaBaJla TOYHO INEpei BOCXOIOM U XO[uJIa CMOTpeTh Ha pacceT. 3aueM? Jla npocro tak. HpaBu-
nock. Ha paccBere u 3akate KOCMOC Bcerja Kasajcsl eid 4yTouky ommke oObraHoro. Ceifuac, cama
TOTO HE OCO3HaBasl, JEBOUYKA CTAPAJIACh HE IIIyMETb, IPOXO/s MOl HU3KMMHU HACTEXb PACIAXHYTHIMU
COCEACKMMU OKHaMU. BApyr npuuensrcs ¢ paccnpocaMu, a Befib 910 ee Haxoaka! Kaxeres, B cocen-
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HEM OKHe MeJIbKHYJIa Ubsi-TO TeHb. Jlepoii mpuTamiack. HaBepHsika yxe 3aBTpa yTpoM clojia TIOHae-
AYT KYPHATUCTBI U YUEHbIe, OLIETSAT TEPPUTOPHIO U BCe: Tpolai ucciepoanre. Cocen HaBepHsIKa
Pa300ITaIoT, YTO STO OHA B35 KAMEHb. .. BHE3aITHO KTO-TO OOJIBHO CXBATHUJI €€ 32 PYKY BBIIIIE JIOKTS:

— Tl uTO? A €cii OH paJUOAKTUBHBINA? — Acsl JIMIIIb CJIeTKa CMOPIIUJIACh Ha MpeaocTeperao-
niee muKaHbe noapyru: — Hukyaa Tel He noitnenis !

Ta B OTBET TOJILKO YBEPEHHO TPSIXHYJIA TOJOBOM, 3a0bIB, UTO B TAKOH ThbME HUKTO HE YBUJUT
3TOTO JKeCTa; I71a3a TOpesi PeIMMOCTHIO:

— Jlaxe He ;ymail OcTaHABIMBATh. 51 TaK JOJITO MeUTasa CBOMMH I71a3aMH YBUIETh YTO-TO TAKOE.
Ecnmu HyxHO, 51 oy Tyna u 6e3 1eds!

Acst 0OMXeHHO 3aMoIT4yaa, BCe elie YacTo JIbIIa OT HeIaBHO MEePEXUTOro yxaca. Beio nx mepe-
MAJIKY 3arTyIIano FPOMKOE CTPEKOTAaHHUE CBEPYKOB IIIe-TO B OJIVKANIIIEM Oropofe.

— Tsl Bcerma Moxelb He UIITH, eClii OOUIIbCS, — yKe Ooiee CIIOKOMHO mpopoikuia Jlepoit u,
BHOBb HE JTOKAABIIMCh OTBETA, MPOJOJIKUIIA ITYTh yKe OErom.

Bort u nopora Buu3. Tawm, 3a pekoii 1 xeIe3HONOPOKHBIMU My TSMH, pacnosiarajach HeOObIIast
POIIKIIA, TIOJTHAST €XKEBUKH, TJIe YaCTO MPSATAIIMCH OT Kapbl MAJTbUMIIKK Ha pbiOasike. OMBITHBIN I71a3
yXe MOT ObI B CBETE JIyHbl Pa3JIMUUTh MPOTAIMHY MPSMO B €€ IIEHTpe.

— Bor 310 512, — THXO npucBUCTHYNA Jlepol, yka3biBasi Ha «IbIpy» B KpoHe. — MHe KaxeTcs,
WJIM TaM YTO-TO CBETUTCS?

Acsl, yKe MOpaBHSIBIIAsCS C Hell, He OTBETUJIA, TAK K€ HAIPSDKEHHO IJIsi/is BIiepe.

— Jla nagno Te6e! He oOmxkaiics, — IErOHbKO TKHYJIA JIOKTEM ee B OOK nofpyra. — Thl ke 3Haellb,
KaKoil 51 (paHATHK.

— Jla, HO. .. — 1eBOYKa 350KO0 MOeXKUIach, M HOYHAS MTPOXJiajga ObUla TYT HE TIPH YeM, — OTOM
Be/Ib BCE PACCKaXyT B HOBOCTsX. 3ayeM puckoBarh? K TOMy ke Thl HE CMOXEIIb cama MPOBECTH
aHaIu3.

Jlepoii He oTBeTWIIa, Aenasi BUA, YTO OOMTCSl OCTYNUTHCS HAa KPYIMHOH rajbKe, 3aMeHsBIIEH
3aech acansT. [ ae-To mon Kpblmen Omkaiiero JoMa MUCKHYIA JIETydasi MbIIllb, TIOTOM B OJJHOM
U3 JIOMOB pa3[aJiCsl pAaCKaTHCTHIA MYKCKOW CMeX, U CHOBA CTaJIO THXO.

— Hy tak uyto?

— Ox, Hy He pUCTaBaii, — B3MOJIMJIaCh OHA, He TIsAAs Ace B I71a3a. — [IpocTo eciu caMoit Huuero
He JenaTh, To ... [IpocTto MHe Tyaa Hago, sICHO?

Bnepenu Mesx 1y TeM MOKa3ajich CTapble KeIe3HO0POKHbIE My TH. KakeTcs, rae-To HeBlasieke
BCTaJl TOBApHbIM 1oe3]. Jlepoil Ha BCAKMIA cllydyail CHOBA MPUCITyIIajach: HUYEro. TONbKO MPOMKO
KBaKaJIM Ha peke JATymKU. OKOHYaTeNIbHO 320bIB 00 OCTOPOKHOCTH, OHA BIIPHUITPBIKKY MOCKaKasa
yepes cTapble y3KHe PesbChl, ke Jake He BCIYIIMBAsiCh B HEIOBOJIbHBIE OypUaHUsi MOAPYTH y ceds
3a cniHOW. OYHY/Iach TOJBKO KOT/Ia Ta, CIIOTKHYBIIMCH B TEMHOTE O BHICTYTAIOIIEE XKeJe30, C IIyMOM
HaBaJIMJIaCh Ha HEEe BCEM BECOM.

— 41 yxe BooOIIle HUYEero He BUXKY, — BHIPBHIBAJIOCh Y ACH CKBO3b pyraHb. — Kak Tel coOpasiach
nepeOupaThCs uepes peuky?

Jlepoii, B 3TOT MOMEHT OTYASIHHO OTMaXMBAIOIIASICS] OT KOMAPOB, MOXKaJIa IIeYaMHU:

— Horapaiics.

Pexka Tys3noBka, 4To mpoTekana, a, BepHee, MoJ37a, PSAOM C X YacThio ropojia Oblia He4acTo
TMIOCEIAEMBIM CO CTOPOHBI KUTeNIel MecToM. ['psi3Hast, MpakKTUYeCKH HEMPUTOHAS ISl JIOBJIH PHIObI
(pasBe YTO MaJIBYMIIIKAM TIOBECEIUTHCSI) U TTOJHAST HEOOJIBIIHX, HO OMACHBIX TeYEHHIA-BOIOBOPOTOB,
oHa He ObUIa CHaOKeHa MOCTaMU 151 IEPEMpaBbl, TAK YTO BCE HEMHOTHE XKeJlalolue nepedparbcs Ha
apyrou Geper K poiie JoOMpaIuch OOBIYHO BILIABb.

Jlepoii mocneniHo OTBEpHyYIach OT MOAPYTH, yKe 3Hasl, Kakasi THpaja MocleyeT 3a ee CJIOBaMHU.
Jla, oHa HEBaXXHO JiepKasiach Ha BOJIE, a YK MeperIbiBaTh PeKy, C KAKMM-HUKAaK|M, HO BCE ke Teue-
HHEM, Jia ellie U B TeMHoTe... Ho B3MIsAHYB BIiepen, Ha poIily, Kyla 3Bajio €e BHe3aHoe Helpeoao-
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JIMMOe KeJlaHue, AeBOYKa BBINPSIMUIIACH U 3alllaraja Briepell, C TPECKOM JIoMasi TO U JeJIO0 MOTa/IaB-
IIAKCS TIO/1 HOTY KaMBIIIL.

— 9710 myno. [IpocTo ryno, — yke no4yru Kpuyana y Hee 3a cnuHou Acs. — Hy noxnanach
XOTs1 OBl paHHETrO yTpa, — BHE3AITHO MOCBIIIATIOCh 3BYYHOE XJIONAHbe, U IEBOYKA yKe BO BTOPOM
pa3 cBaMIIach, Ha 3TOT pa3 B MPUOPEXKHYIO JTyXKy MEkIy Kamblied. TyT ke 3anpsirajiv B pa3Hbie
CTOPOHY JIATYIIKHU. — Tak, Bce, MHE 3TO Ha10eJ10!

Jlepoii ¢ TpeBoroi 00epHyIach M POTSIHYJIA TOAPYTe PYKY, HO Ta AEMOHCTPATUBHO MOAHSLIIACH
cama, OJHOU pyKO¥ OTTOHSISl HAIOSJIMBO NUIIAIIMX KOMApOB, a IPYTO MBITasiCh IOCTAaTh U3 KApMaHa
TesiepoH.

— Bi1, moroau! — KUHYNack ObLIO K Hell JIepoid, HO Ta IPOBOPHO YBEPHYJIACh, OTYETO ee MeHee
ObICTpasi MofIpyra CJIeIoM yrajia Ha MSTKyIo 3emio. — He 3BoHM poautesnsiM! — TOJBKO M CMOTJIa
KaJIOOHO MPOOOPMOTATh OHA, YOUPast OT JIUIA KECTKUE CTeOIN KaMBblIia.

— CriokoiHO, MaJIsIBKa, — C IIPEBOCXOJCTBOM YJIBIOHY/IACh ceGe o Hoc Acs, — s ellie 10 TaKOro
MOKa He cKatuack. [Ipocto xouy noacBeTuts HeMHOTO. O... — JIUIo ee, OCBelIaeMoe cefuac JIHIIb
TOHKHUM CEPIIOM JIYHbI, PaCTEPSIHHO BHITSHYJIOCH: — OH TOXe He padoTaerT.

— Cepbesno? — Jlepoid, paaysich TakOil CrOBOPUMBOCTHU MOJAPYTH, JocTasia cBoil: — [a, mpasna
OTKJTIOUMJIUCh.

Obe Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMepiii Ha MecTe, HACTOPOXKEHHO BJbIXas CBIPOHM 3aCTOSIBIIMICS BO3-
IyX, HE pelIasch O3BYYUTb OJIHY OOIIYI0 MBICITb; CBEPUKHU, K KOTOPBHIM TeTleph MPUCOSTMHUINCH U1
JATYIIKH, OyATO MOCTaBUIM cebe 3aJady OrTyIIUTh HOYHBIX rocteid. Uto OBl HM yHajio TOJNBKO YTO
¢ HeOa, OHO CMOTJIO MOICHCTBOBATH HA BCE IEKTPUUECKUE TPUOOPHI B OKpYTe, HO He OCTAaBHIIO Kpa-
tepa. Kak Takoe morso 0biTh? Bosee Toro (Jlepoii mocrapanach Harpsib MaMsTh), Bpoae Obl gaxke
IIIyMa HUKAaKOTO He ObLIO.

— JlagHO, — HaKOHeIl POM3HECIa OHA yXe He TAKUM PEIIUTEIbHBIM TOI0OCOM, — XBAaTUT TYT
KOpMHTH KoMapoB. Hasio aBurarbcs.

— JIBUTaThCs1, M IPUTOM B OOPATHYIO CTOPOHY ! — ACsl BHOBb IIOMBITAJIACH TIOTAIIUTH MOAPYTY 32
PYKY: — A eciu ¥ rpaBaa 4to-To rioxoe ciyuntcsi? Jlep, s 6e3 Te0st He BepHYCh!

Ho Ta He oTBeTma, X0Ts ¥ MBICJIEHHO ModJiarogapuia AeBoUKy 3a To, 4TO He Opocua ee ceil-
yac. OHM BABOEM HaKOHeI JOOpauch 10 peku. Terepp 3amax ChIPOCTH CTaJl YK€ COBCEM HecTep-
nuMbiM. OObruHO 111 Jlepoil oH Bcerga o3Havyasl MPUSITHBIX JKAPKUE JIETHUN JeHb B KOMITAHUM
ponutenieid 1 Acd, HO Teriepb, B COBEPIIEHHO 4YKIOW TOPOICKMM JETSM TMOJHON MIJIe, Ka3aloch,
MIpeyTpexkIal O TOM, YTO OHH 3allUIY, KyJa He HaJo. MKyl Wi HEMPUATHO YaBKaJ MOJ HOTaMH,
3a0Mpasich B IUICHAHIIBI U TO M JIEJI0 HOPOBSI CTSIHYTh MX C HOT, ¥ JIEBOYKH pa3 3a Pa3oM MaJIaiv Ha
KOJIEHH, MPOOUPAsICh K KaKYILEHcsl CIIOKOMHOM Bofie. JIepoit TonbKo ceifyac 0co3HaNa, Kak CHUIIBHO
HEpBHUYAET, YacTO BAbIXasi CTOSYMN BO31yX. Peka Oblia He TakOM YX M XOJIOJHOM, OIHAKO TEJO
J€BOUYKH BCE Pa30M MOKPBUIOCH MY paIlIKaMH, KOT/Ia OHa TUXO CKOJIb3HYJIA B TEMHYIO, CJIerKa noosec-
KMBAIOIIYIO BOLY.

Opnnako Kak Obl Jlepodl HM cTapanach IUIBITH TOYHO MPSIMO, BCE ke BCKOpPE MOYYBCTBOBAJIA,
YTO BBHIOMBAETCS U3 CHJI U BCE OOJbIIe U OOJbIIE YXOMUT BIPaBO; ACH Teneph He ObLIO CIIBIIIHO.
BHe3sarHo, Korza npoTUBOIOJIOKHBINA Oeper y:ke ObLT MOYTH PsiIOM, I€BOYKA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO
3aleNuIach HOTOM 3a KaKOe-TO MOIBOJHOE PACTEHHUE, a CUJT IEPKAThCs HA BOJIE YKE MPAKTUYECKH He
octanock. [Toxoxe, ee OTHeCo Tyna, rae Oeper ObUT MOTHOCTBIO MOPOCHIMM KaMBIIIIOM U TJIe HUKTO
OOBIYHO HE XOMWIL.

— Hy, dero komaemibcsi? — MOCTBIIIAJCS HAJl YXOM HEJOBOJIbHBIN 1enoT Acu. — [laBai, 1ermn-
JISIACA 32 1IEI0.

Acsl, KakeTcs, 32 CBOIO HEJONTYI0 KM3Hb IMepenpoOoBaia BCE CYIIECTBYIOIIUE CEKLIUH U
KPY)XKH, HO TaK U HE OIpe/eswIach ¢ TeM, YTo el HpaButcs. OJHAKO Cpey STUX 3aHATHIA ObLIO
KOrJa-To M TuiaBaHbe: Jlepoil Buena y Hee B KOMHATe HECKOJBbKO Harpajn. M ceituac neBouka 3a
MOJIMUHYTHI OOPAJIach ¢ «rpy30M» 1O HY’KHOTO MecTa; 00e UCITYTaHHO [JIbIIIa KaK MOXHO ObIcTpee
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MIPUHSUIACH B3OMpPAThCs HA KPYTOH Oeper, yxofs noaajbiie oT peku. O0yBb 1 Teae(OoHbI JaBHO YyxKe
YIUTBLTA BHU3 110 TEYECHUIO.

Jlpoxa, OHM Ha LBITIOYKAX MOJKPAJIKCH K 3USIONIEH TEMHOTOW poIIe, CTapasch He HACTYIATh
HU Ha 4TO Kosovee. JIepoil pacTepsiHHO BIVISIBIBAJIACh B Yallly: MOXKET, 3TOT TAMHCTBEHHBIN CBET €
BOOOIIIE MTPOCTO MOYYAUJICS, U IO paccBeTa OHM ¢ Acell He HaayT cam meTeoput? Ho Bce uyBcTBa
TIOJICKa3bIBAJIM €H1: HET, BIIepein YTO-To ObLI0. UTO-TO TYT He B mopsiike. TOMIbKO CITyCTsI HECKOJIBKO
MTHOBEHMI OHA TMOHsLIA, YTO: CTOsIIa MOJTHAS TUINMHA. Bce HacekoMble U JIATYIIKU pa3oM Kyaa-To
nozieBasich. HO 03ByuMBaTh 3TO BCIIyX IEBOYKA HE PEIIIIACH: €€ MOAIPYTra M TaK yKe UCToYasa Mpak-
THUYECKH OIIyTHMBIE CTPaX 1 HEIOBOJNbCTBO. [la u cama Jlepoii Tak niam nHavye modanBanach TEMHOTHI.
OcobOeHHO TaKoil.

HyxHo Obu10 B35TH ceOs B pyku. Hy, kamens, Hy Tak uTo ¢ Toro? Paguarms? Jlepoii 1aBHO
yXke JUIst ceOsl peria, uTo JUIsi HAYKU U JKU3HH He JKaJIKO, a aCTPOHOMHUIO OHA YK€ JaBHO BhIOpasa
Kak CBOIO cyab0y, JaBHO yxke 3a0pocuiia MPaKTHUECKH BCe IIKOJIbHBIE MPEAMEThI, KpOMe pa3Be UTo
npuponoBeneHus u MmateMatuku. Ho uto eciim moctpanaet Acsa? [IeBouka HepemTeTbHO OrTISTHYIaCh
Y TYT %€ BCTPETUJIACh C BOMPOIIAIOIIAM U, KaK BCEeraa, MPOHMYHBIM B3IJIs110M noApyru. Het, oHa He
yUZIET, Jake eclv MaJKoW rHaTh. JIepoil pemuTenbHO BRIIPSMIIIACH: OHA CHIONHHUT CBOIO MEUTY U
CTaHeT BeJMKUM acTpoHoMoM! M HauHeT cBO# MyTh NpsIMO ceityac. Tenepb Bce MU3MEHUTCS.

[TyTb K caBe ObUT HEJOJITUM: TOJIBKO JAEBOYKA KOCHYJIACh OMMKAKIIIEro CyuKa, 3aropakuBaio-
IIEro €Ml MyTh, KaK TYT K€ C JIETKAUM BH3TOM OTIIATHYJACh U, COMB C HOT ACI0, MOKAaTHJIach BHU3
10 KOJMI0OYeMy CKJIOHY. Jlaxe 3TOro HeOOJBIIOro TOUKA 10 BETKE TYT XKe LeTbI0, TOTPECKUBasi, Mpo-
0eXaio MHOKECTBO MEKTPUUECKUX pa3psaoB. OKa3aBIIMCh HEMHOTO BHU3Y JEBOYKH BCTPETUIIUCH
B3IVISIIaMHU U, efBa yke Acsi coOpanach BHOBb IIPOYUTATh HPABOYUEHHE, KaK 00€ 3aMepIu, BbITapa-
IIMB I71a3a JIpyT Ha Ipyra U CTapasich He IbIaTth. B poiie, 1omas cyxue Cyuku, KTO-To OBICTpO 3allie-
BEJIUIICSL.

Acst ObIcTpo ¥ OeCroOMOIIHO orsiaenach, Ho Jlepoil yxke M cama MOHsIa: B Clydae 4ero
CKPBITBCSI OHU He yCTieloT. BHe3arHo mopox B poriie 3aTux. JleBouka nocrapanach yCHOKOUThCS, TITy-
OOKO BIbIXasi BO3YX, HO TYT e MOMEPXHY/IAch: TIOX0Ke OT TAKOTO yCep/usi OHa BIOXHYJA KoMapa,
32 YTO U MOJTyYMJIa MOA3ATHUIBHUK OT MOJPYTH.

— Ycrokoiicsi, — HUKaK He COOTBETCTBOBABIIMM €€ CJIOBaM T0JI0COM IpoinenTana Jlepou, —
MOXET OBITh KTO-TO MPOCTO TOXKE 3aMETHJT BCIIBIIIIKY M MPHUIIIEI CIo[ja paHblile HaC.

W oHa nopn mpoTecTyionmii cToH Acy OeCIIyMHO TOTON3/1a BBEPX M0 CKJIOHY. OIHAKO Tereps,
KOTJIa BCe ee YyBCTBA ObLIH HAIPSIKEHBI, IEBOYKA 3aMeTHIa Koe-4To elnie. C KakIbIM METPOM BHYTPH
Hee HapacTajo Takoe OLIYIIEHHE, YTO OHa MPUOIMKAETCS K YeMy-TO O4eHb... ['opsuemy? Mo-
Homy? Jlepoli He 3HaJa, KaK JIydllle ONMUCaTh ITO U yKe He oOpainas BHUMAaHUE HA OCTPBIN CyXou
KaMBIIII, LAparamyi pyKy, 3a0MBaIOIIyIOCs] MO/l HOTTH TPsi3b U KAKUX-TO HACEKOMBIX, TO U JIEJIO
MPOOETAOIIKX MO TeJTy: OHA MPOCTO MPOAOJIKAIa YIIOPHO MOI3TH BBEPX, KaKeTCs, 3a0bIB O TOM, UTO
OT BOJIHEHHSI HE JIBIIIUT YXe MUHYTY. HakoHell 1eBouka 04eHb OCTOPOKHO, TIOUTH CIIMBILKCH C 3eM-
Jield, BBICYHYJIa HOC: poIlia ObUla TAKOH ke HEeTOIBMKHOW U MOTYAIMBON. ECi 3T0 IeficTBUTEIBHO
ObLIT YeJIOBEK, TO IIOUeMY OH He BBIIIES ¥ BOOOIIe, KaK B TAKOM ThMe Jiepikajics Tak THX0? Ubs-To pyka
oTBJieKJ1a JIepoit OT pa3MBbIIILIEHHH, IPUTHYB €€ TOJIOBY K 3eMJIe, U Acs Tereph yKe cama 3alypiiasa
BIiepes. DT0, Ka3aJloch, MOACTETHYIO JEBOUKY: 3a0bIB O CTpaxe, OHa MOTHSIACH BO BECh POCT U 000-
rHaJIa MOAPYTY: MHCTUHKT MPOCTO HE TO3BOJISUT HOAITYCTUTh KOTO-TO K LIEJTH.

Crapasch He 3a1eBaTh KyCThl M BETBH, OHa MTPOOMpPAIach BCe JaJIbIIE B POIILY, UTpasi C CaMoi
co00ii HaneperoHKu (Acsl IaBHO YK€ OCTasiach MO3aad U Terepb MyYUTEIbHO IbITATach OHOBpPE-
MEHHO TI03BaTh MOAPYTY U CIEIaTh ITO KaK MOXHO Tuile). Jlepoi He cpasy 3amMeTHIa, 4To CIy4aiHO
COBCEM B OTKPHITYIO BhIO€:Kasla Ha HOBOOOPA30BABIIYIOCS MTPOTATMHY, 03aPEHHYIO HESICHBIM TOTy00-
BaThIM cBeToM. [Tocpenu 3Toro Komblia AepeBbeB K HEW CIIMHOM CTOSUT YEIOBEK.

BepHnee, Tak MOIJI0 OKa3aThCs BHAYAIE, M3/1AJIEKa, HO YeM OOJIbIlle IeBOYKA TPUCMATPHBAJIACH
K 9TOMY JIByXMETPOBOMY CYILIECTBY, TeM OOJbIlle MOHMMAJA: TO COBCEM HE 3eMJISIHUH. BHe3armHo
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OHO OTKHMHYJIa KaITIOILIOH — CBET Ha MOJISIHE CTaJl sipYe — M OIVISIHYJI0Ch. JIepoii ouyBCTBOBaa, Kak Bce
ee HyTpoO OT BH/Ia STOrO CO3/IaHK S YXHYJIO KY/Ia-TO BHI3; CTIEPBa I71a3a MPUILEIUIH XUIITHO OTykK 1aiu
10 MECTHOCTH, a TIOTOM UX B3IJISIJbl BCTPETUIIUCD.

B cnenyroiiee MrHOBeHHE 3payKy CYILIECTBA PE3KO CY3UJIMCh 10 BEPTUKAJIbHBIX, @ POILLY OIJIa-
CWJI BOIUTb yKaca.
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I'naBa 2. beccmepTHas

— Acs, 6eru! — 4TO €CTh MOYM BONWJIA JEBOUYKA, OT CTPaxa He UyBCTBYs, KaK OOJbHO HaJphbl-
BaeTcs ropJo.

Ona 1 cama czienasia ObLJIO HEJIOBKOE JIBHKEHUE, COOMPAsCh CKPBITHCS, KaK TYT XKe IMOCIIBIIIAIICS
JIETKMI IIOPOX, U MHOIJIAHETHOE HEeuTO OYKBAJIbHO 32 MTHOBEHHME OKa3asloch psioM. [tyxoii ynap —
u Jlepoil HempoOU3BOJIBHO CKPUBMJIACH OT OOJIM, CJIOBHO MPUILIMJIEHHAs] KAMEHHON PYKOW K PacKu-
JUCTOMY OpPEXOBOMY JlepeBy Hemoaajeky. Korzma crano sicHO, 4TO BbIpBAaThCsSl HE BBIIJIET, I€BOYKA
yXke B OTUasHUM BHOBb B3[JISIHYJIA [TPUILIEIBILY B [J1a3a, U B CJIEAYIOLIYIO CEKYHy OOMSsIKJIa OT yXkKaca,
MIOBUCHYB Y HETO B PyKe TPANMYHOIN KyKJIOM.

ITO CyIIECTBO, HABEPHOE, MOXHO OBLJIO ObI HA3BaTh YEJIIOBEKOM, XOTS U YEJIOBEYECKOTO 37eCh
ObLI0 MeHblIIe Bcero. JJIMHHBIE YU CyHIecTBa Mo (popMe HaOMHHAIM MaJIeHbKUE KPbUIbs, & HOTU
NPEICTABIISIIA COOOM IIMPOKUE KOIIBITA, TIOKPBITHIE OT KOJIeHa I'ycTol mmepcThio. Ho Xyske Bcero 0bu1o
HE 3TO0, a 3BEPUHBIN OCKaJl U OCTPbIE KJIBIKU, KOTOpbIE SIBHO HE Mpe/IBEIaId HUYEro XOPOIIIETo.

BHe3arHO BTOpo# pyKO# CYIIECTBO MOTSAHYJIOCh K COOCTBEHHOM HOTE U M3 KOKAHOTO Kperwie-
HUsI Ha Oezipe OeclIyMHO BHITAIIMIO — JIepoi MpoTecTyiole MMCKHYIa — TOHKUH, OOJIbIIe TOXOKHUIA
Ha UIJTy AJMHHBIA KUHKAJ M IPUCTaBUIIO €10 K ropily JeBOUKU. MeTast oka3asics Ha yIUMBJIEHUE Topsi-
YUM M HEBEPOSITHO OCTPHIM: OHA Ja)e CTapajach HE ABINIATh, YTOOBl HE M30aBUTH MPHUILEbIA OT
HaJO0OHOCTH CaMOMy ee yOUTb.

Bce 310 npor3011110 32 HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHMH, a B CJEAYIOLLYIO CEKYH/LY MOCIBIIIAICS TPECK
BETOK U IEKTPHUUECKUX Pa3psoB, MPOOETAIOIINX T10 JIMCThSIM, ¥ Ha MPOrajiHy BhIOEXKasia B3bepo-
meHHas Acsi. Ha ee nmiie siCHO YMTaIoCh: OHA M caMa He pelluia, B Ty JIM CTOpoHy nodesxaia. Cyiue-
cTtBO U Jlepoll, oTHOBpeMEHHO NOBEPHYBILUE I'OJIOBB B CTOPOHY 3TUX 3BYKOB, CHOBA Pa3BEPHYJIUChH
APYT K Apyry. JleBouka MouyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO TPSICETCS BCEM TEJIOM, 2 MOKpasi OfIeKJa TOJIBKO CIIOCO0-
cTBYyeT 3ToMy. Kaxercs,, MIHOIJIaHETHOE HEUTO TOXE 3TO 3aMETUIIO, IOTOMY UYTO BHE3AITHO €ro Bep-
THKaJIbHBIE 3paYKH 9yTh PAcCIadIeHHO PaCIIMPUINCh, a YU — Jlepoi B3OporHyia OT HEOXKHAaHHO-
CTH — BCTIBIXHYB CUHUM IIJITAMEHEM, IIPUHSUIN BIOJIHE YesioBeyeckuil Bul. CIycTs mapy MrHOBEHUH U
HOX OTIPABUJICS 0OpaTHO B KperuieHne. OTHAKO «100bIUy» OHO He OITYCTHJIO Ha 3eMITIO, BCE TaK e
HACTOPOKEHHO Jepxka Jlepoil Ha pacCTOsIHUM OT ceOsl, XOTsI Tenepb Ha 3BEPUHOM JIMLIE TTIOYTH SIBHO
YHUTAJIaCh HEYBEPEHHOCTb.

— AnbT rapH upt MaTTO Teppa? — HEeMHOIo MOMeJUIMB Ha4yajlo CYIIEeCTBO.

Jlepoii cynopoXHO BBIIOXHYJIA: OHAa U HE OXKMJaJla YCIIbIIIaTh OT TAaKOr'O 3BE€psl HEUTO YJIEHO-
pasiesbHoe.

— IIpocrute, He MOHMUMAIO, — TUXO MUCKHY/IA OHA, BHUMATEJILHO CJIEAs 32 BbIpaKEHHEM ITpU-
mIesbla, 60sICh TOrO Pa3o3JIUTh.

OpnHaKo CyIecTBO MOHMMAIOLIE KMBHYJIO, TOTOM IPUILY PUJIOCh, BCTIOMUHAS YTO-TO, U BIIOJIHE
BHSITHO NTOBTOPUJIO:

— Bbl Bejb MecTHbIE J€TeHBIIH, Tak? B cMbIcie, XKuBeTe TYT? — OHO TEPIENUBO kA0, TIOKA
Jlepoii oToizieT OT 1IOKa, Bce TaK ke BHUMATEIbHO €€ PasIiisi/ibiBasl.

— JI-ma, — mouTH mpomenTana JeBovKa, YyBCTBYS, UTO Ha OoJblllee ee He XBAaTHUT, U MPOCTO
3aKpblIa I1a3a, Kak Oy/ITO 9TO MOIJIO TIOMOYb.

Cy1iecTBo, MpOCeArB 32 BCEM 3TUM, IOKAYaJIo OJIOBOM:

— Yo BB 37€Ch esaeTe nocpeau Houu? Jla eme MOKpble? — B XOJIOZIHOM T'0J10ce HOMHUMO JII000-
IIBITCTBA CIIBIIIAINCH M BOCIIMTATEIbHBIE HOTKH. — MHe Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO CMEPTHbIE CIIAT [0 HOYaM. .. —
3aMETUB, UTO IIPU CIIOBE «CMEPTHBIE» JIEBOYKA Y HEe B PYKE CheXMJIach ellle OOJIbIIe, OHO YAUBIEHHO
00epHYJIOCh K TUXO MEePEeMUHAIOIIEHCS HeToIaNIeKy ¢ HOorv Ha Hory Ace: — YTo ¢ Hei?

Ta 3akycuia ry0y, HEONpeAeIeHHO MOXKaB IJIeYaMu:

11



A. KameneBa. «ApTo — crath OeccMepTHOI»

— Bl gepxute ee 3a 1eo HaJ| 3eMJIeH, 51 Ioslaraio, — HeCMOTPS Ha APOXKAIMIA OT UCITyTra rojioc
OHa He y/IepXkasach OT TOrO, YTOOBI HE ChS3BUTH. — Y HAC TYT 9TO HE MPHUHSATO.

CyIecTBo BAPYT W3/1aJI0 HEMOHATHBIN 3BYK — OHO, KaXeTcsl, U caMo 3a0blIo O pyKe, CxKUMa-
foniel pedeHKa — U akKypaTHoO omycTuiio Jlepoit Ha 3emumio. Jlaxke MomnbITaaoCch OTPSXHYTh IEBOYKY,
ere OoJIbIIe pa3MasbiBasi IO MOKPOU OfIeXKe TPYXY M Maxyuuil OPEXOBBIH COK.

— [Ipoty mpoieHus1, — BAHOBATO MPOOOPMOTAI MHOTUIAHETSIHUH, — 51, TIO TIPaB/ie TOBOPs, MpU-
HslJIa Bac 3a NMOChUIbHBIX Benepsl. [lymarna, OHM HAKOHEL-TO HayYWJIMCh HAHUMATh IIITMOHOB-KAPJIH-
KOB, a HE KaK OOBIYHO. .. — OHO 3aITHYJIOCh, TIOHSIB, YTO COOJITHYJIO JIUIITHETO.

A 10 1eBoYeK BHE3AITHO JOIIUIO: CO3/IaHKe Tiepe]] HUMU ObLIO KeHIHOM! MoskeT, 1axe MoJo-
JIOM JEBYIIIKOM, CY/Isl IO €€ HEJIOBKUM YKMMKaM C MpeTeH3uel Ha B3pociocTh. Jlepoil naxe mpuoT-
KpbUIa 1J1a3a, CTapasich Jy4llle ee pacCMOTPETh, M TYT K€ COIVIACKIIach caMa ¢ COOOM: 11a, YesoBeye-
CKOTO TYT ObLJIO MEHBbIIIe BCero!

[NepBoe, uTo OGpOCANOCh B I71a3a — 3TO SIPKOE€ HEOHOBOE CBEUEHHUE, OT/A0IIee TYMAaHHON CUHE-
BOIA, OYIITO JIbIOIIIEECs] M3HYTPH €€ KIITHCTOTO, CJIOBHO UCCYIIIEHHOTO, Tesia. BMecTo HOr — HeBepOsITHO
TOJICTBIE KOTIBITA, OT KOJIEHA TIOKPHITH OMPIO30BOM T'yCTOM M JUTMHHOM IepcThio. M Hakorer (Jlepoit
HE yIepKajlach U axHyJa): OrPOMHBIE CEpPOBATO-TOYObIe OPJIMHBIE KPBUTbsI 32 CITUHOM, CJIOBHO BPYY-
HYIO BbIpE3aHHbIE U3 TOHYAMIIIEro, CJIErka pocBeunBaolero kapua. Hacrosiue Kpblibs!

— Yt0-TO HE Tak? — B3AEPHY/A KOPOTKYIO MPsIMYI0 OpOBb [IEBYIIIKA, BHUMATEJIHHO CJEs 3a
ObICTpO MeHsoMcs oM Jlepoit. HaBepHoe, MHOIIIaHETSHKY, eciii Obl OHa, KOHEYHO, KUJla Ha
3emuie, Ha3BaIM Obl A3UATKOW M3-32 CXOKHUX 4epT JiuIa. — 5 Bpoze He CUiIbHO Tebs Aepxkana.

— Bel nieratomast! — BBIJOXHYJIA Ta BMECTO OTBETA M TOJIBKO [TOTOM TOHSLIA, KaK IUIyIO 3TO 3BY-
yano. He3HakoMKka 00epHY/Iach C TAKMM BHJIOM, YTO OBLIO SICHO: 3TO MOCJIE/IHEE, YTO OHA PACCUUTHI-
BaJia yCJIBIIATh.

— Jla, moxoxe Ha To, — MoXaJja Iie4aMy OHa.

Jlepoii 6b110 coOpanach CIPOCUTD YTO-TO €111e, KaK BAPYT MOYYyBCTBOBAIA, UTO ACS YK€ MUHYTY
HACTONYMBO JIEPraeT ee 3a pyKas.

— IMomumn ka otciopa, — eje CIBIIIHO MPoOOPMOTaIa OHa, MPAYHO IJIs/Isl B CTOPOHY IpHUIIIe-
mvuel. — K0 3Haer, 4rto y smoii B ronose?

HesznakomMmka cyns o BceMy Bee Cllblilajia, HOTOMY 4TO B CJIEAYIOLIYIO CEKYH/y 3pauKH €€ CHOBA
JEPHY/IMCh B HATPABJICHUH K BEPTUKAIBLHBIM, 2 OPOBH COIIUTUCH HA TIEPEHOCHUIIE:

— Yk TOUHO He cTaja Obl 51 JIeTeTh B TaKylO JJaJlb U3-32 KaKUX-TO CMEPTHHIX jaeTell. He Oymy
3a7epKUBaTh, — OHa PE3KO OTBEPHYJIACh, B3/IEPHYB HOC C TAKUM BHJOM, OyATO cama Obljla He TOJIbKO
XO35MKOI Bcest 3eMJIH, HO U JiepKala B IOBUHOBEHUU HE OJJHY I'aJIaKTUKY. [ JIyXOi TOIOT MacCCUBHBIX
KOMBIT [0 MPUTONTAHHOW U NMOPOCUIEN peIKUMU ITyYKaMH TPaBbl 3eMJI€ 3aIJIyLINIO TPOMKOE (hbIp-
KaHbe Acu. MHOMIaHEeTsIHKa ero MOJHOCTBIO TPOUTHOPUPOBAJIA.

— A... — cnoxBaruiachk Jlepoi, korjna cBe4eHue IPUILIEIULB YKe IOUTH CKPbUIOCh 3a CTapbIMU
PEIKUMH JIepeBbsIMH, — BbI M3/1aJIeKa, HapepHoe? Jlonro nooupanuck? — oHa BOPUIIPBIKKY MoOekasa
3a TrOCTbel, MOMYTHO BHOBb €€ pasIiisfjablBas M MoaMeyasi HOBble U HOBbIE AeTanu. HampsikeHHoe
AKUJICTOE TEJIO — BUJIEH KasKAblid MYCKYJI, CJIOBHO HE3HAKOMKA HE eJ1a YK€ MHOTI'O JIHEe, O[Iek/1a, TO JIU
U3 PaHHETO CPEAHEBEKOBbSI, TO JIM M3 AHTHYHBIX BPEMEH, EPETSAHYTask Pa3HOOOPA3HBIMU PEMEIITKAMHU
Y BepeBKaMu, U HeOOJIbIIIast 3aMIIIeBasi CyMKa 3a CIIMHOM, HaBEPHOE, YTOOBI He MelllaJia MpH ToJIeTe.
W oueHb HEPOBHO Cpe3aHHbIE KOPOTKHE OMPIO30BbIE BOJIOCHI, CJIOBHO MX BTOPOIISIX OTPYOUIIM OTHUM
B3MaxoM Hoska. Jlepoii criepBa yIuMBJIEHHO B3METHY/Aa OPOBH, HO TIOTOM pelliia He JIE3Th C TAKUMHU
[JIYIIBIMU PAcCIpOCaMu: B KOHIIE KOHIIOB ceidvac Tepes] Hel ropJo BbIIIAruBajl CamMblil HACTOSIIIMIA
JABYXMETPOBBI MHOTUIAHETSIHUH, TaK YTO €ro MpUYecKa — MeHbIasi u3 mpooiem!

— Hy s Ob1 He cka3asia, 9YTO COBCEM YK HM3JaJieKa, — YKIOHYMBO OTO3BAJIach Ta, He COABIISS
mary. — Jlerena yaca Tpu, HaBepHOe, MO BallleMy BPeMeHH, el 0e3 OCTAaHOBOK. XOTs1, cama IMOHU-
Maelllb, BbIIIIE CKOPOCTH CBETA BPEMsI OIIPEAEIATh 3aTPYAHUTEIIBHO. . .
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— Boime ckopoctu cBera?! — rpoMKo nepeOwiia JeBOYKA, 3aCTaBUB TOCTHIO TTOMOPIIUTHCS.
TonoBa KpyXuaack OT COOBITHI TIOCIIETHETO Yaca: TEIEeCKOI, CHHUN JIKET, OKA3aBIIMIC KOMETOM,
OKa3aBIIIe¥ics MHOTUIAHETSIHKOM, KOTopasi ellle U repeaBuraercs ObicTpee camoro ceTa! — Hackombko
BbIIIIE?

— D-3-3, — HEMHOI'O PacTepsIHHO HavyaJia Ta, SIBHO He MOHUMasi TAKOTO YIUBJIEHUSI CO CTOPOHBI
3eMJISTHKH, — HAMHOTO BBIIIIE. .. HABepHOE. YeCTHO roBOpsI HUKOT/IA He 33/ lyMbIBajlack 00 3TOM, — OHa
Jaxke ycMexHyJack. — [IpocTo Hy)KHO pa3orHaThCsl Tak, YTOOBI ONepekaTb CBET, TOTJA Thl KaK Obl
HaYMHACIIIb TIepeMeIaThCs B TPOCTPAHCTBE BCE BPEMEHU U-U-H... B 00IeM, BHITJISITUT BCe TaK, Kak
Oy/TO THI MPOCTO MCUE3 U MOSBUIICA YKE B JPYrOM MecTe, — 3J[yMUYMBO 3aKOHUMWJIA MTPHIICTUIA. —
Ecnu roBopuTh BCITyX, 3ByYUT JOBOJIBHO CTPAHHO, IPABO CJIOBO. 3a0aBHO, YTO Thl 00 3TOM CIIpaIly-
Baelllb, — OHA BJIPYT BIEPBbIE C UICKPEHHUM UHTEPECOM B3MJISIHYJIA Ha JIEBOYKY, JIaXke 3amMe/IJIiIa Iar,
YTOOBI T2 CyMeJla HaKOHEI] BBIITyTaThCs U3 KOPSIBBIX BETOK M JIOTHATH €e.

— A niokaxete? — 00OsICh TIEPENTH TPaHb JI03BOJIEHHOTO B3MOJIMIIACH Jlepoi, Koria BHITPSIXHYJIA
13 BOJIOC Bce JIMCThsA. — Hy noxa-a-anyiicta. [IpocTo y Hac TyT Tyro ¢ 3TUM.

He3nakoMka co CHUCXOAUTETBHO YJIBIOKOM MPUCIIOHMIACH K ONvKamineit abpukoce:

— He cmorma, maxe eciu ObI 1 XOTea: 3/IeCh MeCTa MaJloBaTo, YTOOBI TaK pa3TOHATHCS, — 3aMe-
TUB, KaK CMYIIIEHHO MOHypuiach Jlepoi, oHa yAMBIEHHO NOAHsJIA yIu: — i, Hy 4ero Te? Her B
9TOM HUYEro HeoObIYHOTO. 1 Mory AesaTh Bemy 1 nosydine. ToabKo CKaXu Ka, — OHa BAPYT Mpucesa
Ha KOPTOYKM, OKA3aBIIUCh BPOBEHb C JIMIIOM 3eMJISIHKM (JIeBOYKA Jake MOTJIa IMOYyBCTBOBAThH JieT-
KU XMMHYECKHI 3amax, Kak Mociie JIETHEeW rpo3bl, UCXOASIIMNA OT Hee) U BHUMATEJILHO B3IJISHYJIA
el B m1a3a, — nouemy 1edst 310 Tak uHTepecyeT? Thl ke MmpocTast CMepTHasI, pa3Be He JOJDKHA TyMaTh
TOJIBKO O €/I€ ¥ BCE B TaKOM poje?

Jlepoii ¢ Tem ke yIMBJICHHEM HAKJIOHWIIA TOJIOBY BOOK, HE MepecTaBasi paccMaTpUBaTh He3Ha-
KOMKY. DTOT MATKHA, JIBIOIIWICS OT BCETO ee Tesla CBeT 3aBopakuBail. Kak OyaTo TOHKast MoIymnpo-
3payHasi KoXka CKpbIBaJia Moj] cOOOH 1eIblid TAHITYIOIUI yparaH; B TOJICTBIX HUTSIX BOJIOC M CBEPKAIo-
X JIBAUHKAX TOMYOBIX TJ1a3, KaXeTcs, ToXe MpoOeraan UCKpbl. boxe, Kakue 11a3a: OHU MMopaxaiu
CBOMM XOJIOZIOM U OCTPOTOM, 3aCTaBJisAs 3a0bITh 000 BceM. JleBouka TOJNBKO ceilvac 3aMeTuiIa, 4To
CYIIECTBO HE MUTAET.

— Bbl cunTaere, 4To 3eMIISTHE IyMalOT TOJIBKO O €/1€ U BbIKUBAHUM ?

— Taxk ObUTO paHbilie, — 6€3 BCIKOTO CMYITIEHUsT OTO3BAJIACH TTPUITICTIHIIA.

Jlepoii erie HEKOTOpoe BpeMmsi, CIOBHO 3arMMHOTU3MPOBAHHAsI, HEOTPHIBHO CMOTpeJia B ee
r71a3a, HO MOTOM BCE K€ MOPrHYJia U C TPY/IOM TIEpBOI OTBeJa B3MJIsAI, MPEANOUTS CISAUTD 3a TUXO
KOJIBIIITYIIIUMHUCS B CJTAOOM HOYHOM CBETE KYCTAMH €KEBUKHU.

— Pa3Be Bbl He BUIe M BCe T€ OTHU TOPOJIOB Ha MojyieTe? — MpojIoikaia FTHyTh CBOE IeBOYKA. —
He mornm xe He 3aMeTuTb.

—39T0 MOIJIO OBITH YTO YTOJHO, — IMOkKaJIa IIeYaMy Ta ¥ HEOXKHUJAHHO TIOIHSIACh Ha HOTH, KaK
Oyaro 1o, 4To Jlepoit OTBepHYJIaCh, BBIBEJIO €€ U3 Pa3IyMuil. — XOTs Obl KakKre-HUOY/Ib PETUTUO3HbIC
KOCTPBI: CJIBIIIIAJIA, Y JIIOJIEH Bepa B TAKUX, KaK Mbl, B TIOYETE.

— Kak BbI?

— B GeccmepTHBIX, — KOPOTKO KMBHY/IA HE3HAKOMKA, M KECTOM OCTAHOBWJIA IOCTICIYIOIIHe
BOIPOCH: — Y MeHsI O4eHb MHOTO JIeJI, U sl He eJla ¥ He Cllajia yKe HeCKOJIbKO MecsieB. Mu nomMoit
MaJIbIIlKa: BaM, 3eMJIsTHaM, JOCTYITHO JJaJIeKO He Bce.

— Mems 30ByT Jlepoit, — IJI0X0 CKpbIBasi 00Uy, FPOMKO OTO3BasIack oHa. Ho mpuinenuiia HuKak
Ha 3TO He MpopearupoBaa, Mpoaokas YIaIAThCS BIIIyOb POIIIH.

Korja He3HakoMKa y:ke OTolUIa Ha TPUIMYHOE PACCTOSIHUE, K IEBOUYKE 33/l HE CIiella Mpu-
Oomsmiack Acs.

— CtpaHHasi OHa, — XMbIKHYJIa MOJpYyTa. — A 3Haelllb, YTO CAMOE UHTEPECHOE ? — He JOKJABIINICh
oTBeTa, Acd nponoykwia: — To, YTo HaM BCe paBHO HUKTO HE MOBEPUT.
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Jlepoii MenIeHHO MoKavasia roJI0BOW, PUCITYIIMBAsACh K MUPHOW HOYHOH TULIMHE. Beck cTpax,
BOJIHAMU HAKaTHIBAIOIIUIA BECh MOCIIETHUI Yac, YJIErcsi BMeCTe ¢ a3apToM OT HOBoW Haxoiku. Octa-
JIOCh JIAIIb JOCAIJTMBOE HOIOIIEe IyBCTBO, KaK OYATO MPSIMO B TOT MOMEHT y Hee OTOMPAIOT IIaHC
HauaTb HOBYIO %13Hb. Hactrosuuit npumienen. [Togymats Tonbsko! Teneps Mup ka3zaics ajis 1eBOYKU
yXe HaMHOro 0oJiee MPOCTOPHBIM, M OH HUKOT/A YKe He cTaul Obl IpexHuM. M eciu ceifuac He3Ha-
KOMKa YUJeT HaBceraa, To ef, Jlepoii, TOJIbKO M OCTAHETCS, YTO BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS KU3Hb BCIOMUHATD
00 9TOM yAMBUTEILHOM CJIy4ae U ¢ TOCKOM CMOTpeTh Ha 3Be3/1bl. Jlerenapl e nranu! Ho ecu ceituac
OHa YITyCTUT CBOM IIAHC, TO BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS )KU3Hb OyAeT YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s1 ONMHOKOM M3-3a TOTO,
YTO MX TUIAHETA MPOJIOKAET OBITh ITOKMHYTOM BBICIIMMH TOJIBKO U3-32 HEMPABIJIBHO CIOKHMBIIETOCS
MHeHus. [leBouka rryOOKO B3IOXHYJA MPOXJIaTHBIN YCIIOKAUBAIOIIMIA HOUHOW BO3IYX IO/ HEMOHU-
MaloIeM B3rIsA0M noapyru. Hamo Obuio B3ATH ceOsi B pyKU M AeiaTh BCe BO3MOKHOE, YTOOBI HE
YITyCTUTh TAaKOW He3HaKoMy. [lJisi Hayasia HeryI0Xxo ObUIO OBl TIOKa3aTh ce0sl TOCTEIPUUMHOMN XO35H-
KO Ha 3TOM IUIaHETe.

— Hapo nornats ee, — THXO, HO OTYETIMBO, TPOroBopuIa JIepoil.

Acs a)x TOIHYJIa HOTOM OT JI0Ca/ibl, C TPOMKHUM TPECKOM CJIOMaB KaKON-TO CTapblid CYK:

— 3auem? OHa ke mbiTasiack TeOs youts! Jla v BooOIe, YTO Thl MOXEIb MPEIIOKHUTh MPHU-
IIeJTbITy, KOTOPBIN, KAK OHA YTBEPIKJIAeT, JIETAeT M0 rajlakTHKaM Ha pa3-asa?

— Houster u eny, — ¢ nerkoit yisiokoii oTo3Banachk Ta. — Houb XOTb ¥ Teruias, HO CriaTh e sIBHO
MIpUIETCS Ha 3eMIIe.

BuesarHo nogpyra 3aropoauiia ei Jopory:

— Tsl uto, ee momoii Bectu coOpanack?! C yma comnna?

— Ox, 1a koHeuHo Het. Kak, Thl fymaelib, oTpearupyioT Mama ¢ mamnoi? — pa3apaxeHHO OTMax-
HyJIach OT Hee Jlepoi, ¢ TpeckoM MpoAMpasich HAMPOJIOM CKBO3b KOMOUMe KycThl. — [locemo ee B
HalleMm JIoMuKe Ha aepeBe. Tam cyxo u Msarko. M enpl gocrany.

— DT0 ¥ MO JIOMUK TOXE, MEKIY ITPOYMM, — TUXO OypKHYJIa OHA Beiel. — [la, MHOITaHe TTHUH
— 3TO, KOHEYHO, OYEeHb KPYTO M BCE TaKOE, HO HE CTOUT TaK BOT Cpasy...

— JloBepsth KoMy-To. 1 3HaI0, — YIBIOHYIACh cebe o HOC ieBoUKa. — TBos Jiodnmas ¢pasal
CMOTpH Ka: yxke U 5 BblyunJIa.

— He Hano MHe roBOpUTH O TIPEIB3ITOM OTHOIIEHUH K OKPYKAIOIIMM, — ACs c/iesiaia BUjI, 4TO
o0ujenach, TOJIbKO YTOOBI CHOBA HAYaTh YUTATh HOTAIMKU: — DTO HE sI, MEKAY IPOUMM, Ceidac Xouy
UCIIONB30BaTh KMBOE Pa3yMHOE CYIIECTBO, KaK CBOW MPOIYCK B BOJIIEOHBIN MUp C... C Marueu u
PagyKHBIMHU TIOHU, — OHA TIOMbITAIACh U300pa3uth roaoc Jlepoi, — Tak u 0OUAETH MOXKHO.

Tenepp AeBOUKA y:Ke BIOJIHE OTKPHITO XOXOTHYJIA:

— Ee obupumis! OT npeyioxkeHrst MOYKMHATD eIlle HUKTO He yMep.

B 3T0T MOMEHT OHM 00€ yKe MOUYTH MPUOTHU3UINUCH K HE3HAKOMKE, KOTOopasi B €/1Ba 3aMeTHOM
PacTepssHHOCTH O3MpaJiach BOKPYT, CTOsI B YMCTOM Mojie. Pormiia ocranack no3aau; 4yTh MpoXJia-
HBI BETEep KOJIBIXaJI KYXJIyl0 CTEITHYIO TpaBy, CHOBA CIIBIIIAIIOCH HEMOJAJIeKy MeHHe CBEpUYKOB. U
THIIMHA. Jaxe moesaa He TyasT.

— 4 npesopueHTHpOBasach HEMHOTo, — MpeAyrajajia BOMPOCH HMHOIUIAHETSHKA, KakeTcs,
HEMHOro cMyTuBIIMCh. — Ceituac pa3depych. Korja st mpusemiisiiiach, 31ech ObLIIO MHOTO TUX PeJTU-
T'MO3HBIX OTHEH, a TETepsb. ..

—T0 HEe PeIMTMO3HBIE OTHH, a Halll TOPOI, — CJIETKa HACTOPOKEHHO YCMEXHYJIaCh AcCsl, TOAXOMAS
Onmke. — Bbl Korja jeTesu, OTKTIOUMIIN BCe 7IeKTpUIecTBO. Tak uTo Ternepb OyeM CHIETh B TEMHOTE,
MOKa He TIOUMHSIT.

— Iloromu ka, — Ta BAPYT, KaKk KOIIKA, HAMPS)KEHHO OCTaHOBHJIACH, CIIOBHO €€ BBIBEJIO U3 pa3-
QMU HaJIoeJIMBOe HaceKoMoe. — OTKJIIoUmIM umo?

— DNeKTPUYECTBO, — TEPIEMBO MPHHSIIACH OOBSCHATh Acs, 3aKaTuB 1a3a. — Hy 310 kak Obl
TOK YaCTHI U JIEKTPOMATHUTHOT'O TOJISI: Y HAC €r0 MCTIONb3YIOT IJIA. . .
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— 51 3Ha10, UTO TaKOE NEKTPUUYECTBO! — C JIETKUM pa3ipakeHUeM BOCKJIMKHYJIA HE3HAKOMKA. —
Oronb ManTH, oronp yncron sHepruu, MojaHuil! Kak cMepTHble cMOIJIU TOKOPUTH €ro?

-3-93...

— INopasurensHo! — oHa BIPYT ¢ OEMIeHON CKOPOCTHIO Havasla pacXaXuBaTh B3aJl BIIEPEs IO
nomo. — Cronpko nmokopeHHbix cui! [Touemy Anna Mapusi Hukoraa He ropopriia 00 3tom?! Kak BbI
3TO crenanu? Brl ke MpoCcTo CMEPTHBIE, BbI IOJKHBI KONIATHCS B 3€MJIE M BUCETh Ha JIEPEBbSIX, — OHA
BAPYI OCEKJIaCh, 3aMETUB, C KAKUM CHUCXOAUTEIbHBIM BBIPRKEHHUEM CMOTPSAT Ha Hee «IUKapu». —
A pokaxwure.

— Kak? 4 ke ckazana: Bbl BCe BHIPYOUIIH K UepTsam!

Jlepoii nocnemnmiia 3aKpbiTh OAPYTre PoT:

— OHa xoTena cKka3aTb, 4TO Ballle TPU3EMIICHHE, TOCTIOKA 3-3-3... OYEHb CHJIBHO MOBJIHUSLIO HA
Hallly CTaHIIHIO.

— 1 He 3-3-3, MeH# 30BYT DIjIajia, — cerka yJablOHyIach Ta, U POTSIHYJIA IEBOYKE CYXYIO CHJIb-
HYIO PyKy: — bynem 3Hakomsl.

— Jlepoii, — rIyno pacTsiHyna poT 0 yIIel oHa, HO HEMHOTO CHUKJIA TIOJ] B3I 10M roApyru. U
BCE K€ BHYTPHU UTO-TO MPUATHO 3aypyaso: Duiaaa Oblia MepBoi, KTO HE YAUBIISUICS €€ CTPAaHHOMY
1T POCCUICKOM TITyOMHKY UMEHU. A yX CKOJIBKO caMa JJeBOUKa HU TBITANIACh Y3HATh, 3a4€M €€ TaK
Ha3BaJIM, POIUTENM BCETAAa OTBEYAIM, YTO HUYErO HE MOMHAT Ha 3TOT cueT. — A 310 Acd. Bbl He
CMOTPHUTE, UTO OHA TaKasi XMypasi — OHa Y HaC €XUK.

— Her, s mpocTo TyT eMWHCTBEHHBIN a/IeKBaTHBIN YeJIOBEeK ! — cpa3y ke BCIBIXHYJIA Ta U 100a-
BWJIa HAXMYpHUBLUelcs Diutazie: — Bbl He yenoBek.

Anaga HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl MEePeBOAMIIA B3MJIsA C OIHOM AEBOYKHM Ha JAPYrylo, Kak OyAToO 4TO-
TO IIPUIIOMUHAJIA, & IOTOM B30XHYJIA!

— JlagHO, MOKa3bIBalTe CTAHIIUIO.

[Togpyru nepernsaxynuce.

— Jla oHa manekoBato otciona. Moxert, mormpoOyeTe uepes BhIIKY? — Jlepoil BAPYT MOHsIIa, 4TO
y Hee CKPYTHJIO )KMBOT OT BocTopra. Yro ke MHOIUIaHeTsIHKa coOpasiach aesath?

A Drmaga Mexay TeM IO yKa3aHWIo ACH yXke PelvTesbHO Iaraia K OmrkanIneid MeTayiim-
YeCcKOoM orope, 3a4eM-To pa3MuHasi pyku. Cyxasi TpaBa pUTMHUYHO MOXPYCThIBAJA TIOJ] €€ TOJICTBIMU
KOIBITAMU; JIEBOUYKH C JIETKOCTBIO ITPOXOIIIIH CJIEIOM, OyATO BIeper HUX ObUT TapaH WM TPAKTOP.

— JIaBHO 51 TAKMMM BelllaMH HE 3aHUMAJIach, — YyTh TPOMYE, YEM HAJI0, 3aMeTHIIa JJjiajia yepes
wiedo. B ee ronoce siCHO clblmaioch BO30yXJEHUE, KaK OT MPEIBKYIIEHUs XOPOIIEro arTpaKiu-
oHa. — Hy, mocMoTpum, 4TO TyT Yy Bac 3a Maura.

Brpyr oHa pe3ko pacKkpblia OrpOMHbIE KPbUIbSI M C JIETKMM IIEJIECTOM TOJHSIACh B BO3/YX,
TMIOIYTHO CPe3aB MEPhsIMU BCIO TPaBY BOKPYT ceOsl; I CHOBA MPUHSUTN BU KPbUTheB. JIUIIIh MHOTO
no3xe Jlepoit poraganach, YTO OHU TIOMOTQJIM CHSITh HANPsDKEHUE C IIEer TMPU TMOJeTe U 3alHIIaIn
ee OT MepesioMa MpU PE3KOM TOPMOKEHUU.

Obe neBOYKM M3ATM BOCTOPXKEHHBIN BO3IJIAC, HaOMOOas 3a MOIHUMAIOIIEICS BCe BBIIIE U
BBIITIE MPUINIEIIUIICH, OJIaro ee CBeueHue MO3BOJISIO pasiIsAeTh Kaxk0e MajeiIee IBKeHre. 3ame-
THB HETIPOM3BOJIbHBIC YJIBIOKHM Ha JIMIIAX JIETeH, IEBYIIKA U cama CJierKa yJIbIOHY/Iach, a IIOTOM Pe3KO
CIIMKMPOBAJIA, C IIIyMOM TIPOJIETEB MPSIMO HAJl X TojoBaMu. TyT e 3acBHCTEN B yIIax yparaH OT
MOIIIHBIX OPJIMHBIX KPbUIbEB, a TpaBa BOKPYT BCS pa3oM MPUMSIACh, Kak BO Bpems Oypu. Jlepoii,
HE 3ameyasi TOro, YTO OT YJIBIOKM Y Hee yKe CBOAUT YeJIOCTH, a IJla3a CJAe3sATCs OT BeTpa, HIMPOKO
pacnaxHyB ux HaOmonaia 3a Dyanor. Ta HACTONBKO ObLUIa XYIOM U KWJIMCTOM, UTO IEBOYKA MOTJIA
Jaxe 3aMETUTh KaK XOJSAT MBIl Y Hee Ha CMMHE TPU KaXJOM B3Maxe U TOPMOKEHHH: I€BOYKA
Kak Oy/ITO cama YyBCTBOBAJIA TO K€ HANPSIKEHUE U yIOBJIETBOPEHHE, KOT/Ia y TOH MOMy4aaoch TOYHO
COBEPIIUTb MaHEBP.
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— Eme! [Mokaxwure eme! — uyTh He pbirasi Ha Mecte, 3akpuyaina Jlepoit. Torna Dnana XxuTpo,
MOYTH KaK XHUIIHUK, IOCMOTpEJIa MpsIMO €M B I71a3a, a B ClIe/lylolllee MTHOBEHHE PE3KO HajleTelia Ha
JEBOYKY C3a]H U, OXBATHB €€ O] PyKH, C OSIIEHON CKOPOCTHIO B3MbLIA BHICOKO BBEPX.

[Tone Bo3ne pexku ornacui rpOMKHUI BOCTOPKEHHbI BU3T. Ternepp, Korja 1iasa ee MpuBbIKJIN
K HOuH, Jlepoii yxe BIOJIHE SICHO BHJEJIa 3eMITIO TI0/1 COOOIA, a OT 3TOro OBbLJIO ellle CTpalliHee. 3anax
030Ha Tenepb CTaj Tenepb HEBEPOSTHO CHIIBHBIM, BETEP B yILIaX CBUCTEJ C ONIYLIMTEIbHON IPOMKO-
ctbio. Kaxercs, Oyaro Diiaga crienMalibHoO JieTesna B Ba pa3a ObicTpee, YTOObl HOTH IEBOYKH HE CBH-
caJii BHU3. B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT MpHILEIIAa BOIUIa B IITONOP, HO TOJbKO YCTPEMUBILUCH BBEPX, a
B CaMO# BBICOKOI TOUKE, KOIIa KPbUIbsl PACKPBUIMCh IOCTATOYHO IIMPOKO, BAPYT oTmycTuia Jlepoii,
Y OHM BJIBOEM KaMHEM I0JIETENIN BHU3.

— Croii! 4 takoro He mpocuia! — B3BU3THYJIA Ta, OONTas pykaMd W HOraMH, TIOKa DJuiajaa
PAI0M, CIIOBHO OT/IbIXasl Ha KypopTe, aajia BHA3 FOJI0BOM, INIOTHO CJIOKUB Kpblibsi. Korna 1o 3emiu
OCTaBJIOCh YK€ MeTpa TpH, MPHIIETHIA CHOBA MOAXBATIIIA 3eMJISTHKY — Ta TOJIBKO U ycIena mpooe-
’KaTh HOTaMH IO BO3/1yXy, TOTOBSCh YNACTh — & IIOTOM MSITKO OIyCTUJIa PsiioM ¢ nozpyrou. Kaxeres,
MHOIUIAHETSIHKA ¥ caMa XOXOoTaJla:

— Hy uro, Te0s TOXe MokaTaTh? — yriepsia OHa pyKu B OOKH, C YJOBOJILCTBUEM IJIsI/1sI HA TIEPEKO-
LIEHHOE OT yXaca JIMIo Acu. PA1om co BCKJIOYEHHBIMH BOJIOCAMU Ha 3eMJIe, IOIXUXUKUBAs, BaJls-
nack Jlepoi.

— Jlyu1ie NoYMHUTE CBET, — CKPBIBasl APOKb B OJIOCE, OTO3BAJIACH Ta.

Dniaga caMOIOBOJIBHO XMBIKHYJIA, a B CJIElyIolllee MIHOBEHUE CUZENa YXKE IMOYTH Ha CaMOM
BEpILIMHE MauThl, TaM, [I€ CXOAWUJIMCH poBoja. BHE3anmHO BO3/1yX BOKPYT CIOBHO BECh 3aUCKPUJICS,
CHOBA TOCJIBIIIATIOCH Xa0TUYHOE MOTPECKMBAHUE CBETIIO-TONYOBIX pa3psiioB, KOTOPbIE JEBYIIKA AEp-
’aja IpsMo B JagoHIX. HEeCKOIBKO MMPOKUX MOJHHIA yIApWIU B 3€MITIO; IEBOYKU OTOSKATH YyTh
JaJibllie, He CBOJS MOJIYOC/IEIUIEHHBIX I71a3 ¢ OKPYKEHHOM BelblKaMy Divtaapl. Ceituac KOpOTKHE
BOJIOCHI MHOTUIAHETSIHKY B3BUJIMChH, OYATO MCKPSIIIUICS OrOHb, KPbUIbsI TOXE MOAEPHYIIUCH JIETKUM
TYMaHOM, H...

TyT Acs JIeroHpKO NoxXJionajia nogpyry no miedy, Mojva yKa3blBasi Ha TOpoji 3a UX CIIMHAMMU.
OH muran. CIOBHO KaXAbIi MEKTPUYECKUIA TPHOOP B OOHO U TO K€ BpeMsl Ha MIHOBEHHE BKJIIO-
yaJicsi, a IOTOM CHOBA rac. A B CJI€AYIOIIYI0 CeKyHAY Djula/la HalpaBuila MOJTHUU K IIPOBOJAM: MUTa-
HUE NPEKpaTUIoCh. ['0poa CHOBA, KAk M paHbllie, IPUBBIYHO BCTPEYal HOUHBIX IPOXOKHUX OTHSMU
TETUIBIX KEeJTOBATHIX OKOH, 3aHABEIICHHBIX ITOPAMU WJIHM YCTaBJIEHHBIX [[BETAMH, paOOTaITH TeJIeBU-
30pbl M IPUEMHUKH. [ 71e-T0 Henojaneky BHOBb 3aCTy4all 110 pesibCaM U 3aryes noes[.

— MHoro y Bac TyT BCEro Takoro, — He3aMeTHO MPU3EMJIMJIACH 32 UX CIIMHAMHU JeBylika. — U
9TO BO BCeX roponax?

— ¥V Hac TyT IpOBUHIMS, — TIOYEMY-TO TOPIO YIBIOHYNACh JIepoid, XOTs yJIbIOKa BBIIILIA HATS-
HyTasi: IIOK OT YBU/IEHHOTO ellle He Tpoiiet. — B cromuiax eme 6osblie, — OHa HEKOTOPOE BpeMs
MOJT4a’ia, a HOTOM 3aroBOPHJIa CHOBA, YK€ COBCEM HEYBEPEHHO: — DJUIajia. .. A 3a4eM Bbl IPUJIETENN
Ha 3emuno?

Ta BHUMATEIBHO MPOCIIeHIa 32 JIMIIOM JEBOYKH, CIIOBHO OOAyMbIBast MUTM BCIIOMUHAS YTO-TO.

— He 3Hato0, cTouT 11 BaM 3TO rOBOPUTH, — OHA KECTOM OCTaHOBMJIa JIepoil OT paccipocoB: —
HET, IpaBja. JTO JeJO0 roCyJapCTBEHHOW Ba)KHOCTH, O TAKOM HE FOBOPAT C IETbMHU.

— Tem Ooniee ¢ KAKMMHU-TO CMEPTHBIMU JIETEHBIIIIAMH, J1a? — CApKACTUYHO TOJKHYJa B OOK
noapyry Acs.

Dnnaga momxkaia ryosl.

— Ox, Hy, €cJI1 TOBOPUTb HE MPSIMO, TO. .. — OHA 33JyMaJlach, B3BEILIMBAasl KakJ0€e cIoBO: — MHe
HaJ0 HaWTH OeCCMepTHYI0, KOTOPYIO 51 COBCEM He XOUy UCKATh, YTOOBI OHA UCTIONHSIA TO, YETo JIeJIaTh
HE yMeeT, YTOObl IIOMOYb TeM, KTO Mperioyest Obul, 4TOOBI 1 HUKOTJA HE BEPHYJIACh.

— Xopoliiee 3aHATHE, YTO CKa3aTh, — YXMbLIbHYJIACh B OTBET Acsl, ToKa JIepoil neltajiach OCMBbIC-
JINTH CKa3aHHoOe. — [ JIaBHOE, MOJIE3HOE.
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— Ha camom pnene 3By4uT HEMHOTO TPYCTHO, — THXO MPU3HAJIACH AEBOYKA, CHOBA 00sICh OOU-
netb Dmaay. — Ho pa3 yx Ha TO mouuio, — oHa BAPYT 000ApHIach, 0OEPHYBIINCH 32 MOIAEPKKOM
K MOJpYyre, — Bbl TOBOPUJIM, UTO HE €I U HE CHAJIM YK€ HECKOJIbKO MecsleB. [JoMoil 1 He Mory Bac
MIPUBECTU: POAUTENM HE MOWMYT. Y Hac TyT HE3HaAKoMLEB He xaytoT. Ho 3ato y Hac ¢ Acell ecTb
XOPOLUMI JOMUK Ha JiepeBe. MoxkeTe TaM [epeHOY€eBaTh, a 51 €Ibl I0CTaHy.

Aniajga Kperko 3agyMaliach, IepeBo/isl B3IV C OAHOW JEBOYKM Ha Apyrylo. BHyTpu Hee Kak
Oyaro 1u1a Goppoa:

— He 3Hato. Y MeHs kax/plil IeHb Ha cueTy. Het BpemeHu npocTto criarh.

— JaBaiite, — mpuHsIach YMOJATH ee Jlepoil. — Bce paBHO HOYBIO BBl MHOTOTO HE JI0ObETECH:
HOYBIO BEllb BCE CIAT!

JleByika B3epHysia OpoBb, Kak Obl HAMEKast Ha HUX camux. Ho moToM Bce e B3I0XHYyIa:

— Jlagao. MoskeT, pacckaxere MHe YTO-HUOYIb TIOJIE3HOE, — U HEYBEPEHHO JIBUHYJIACH CIIEIOM
3a JJ€BOYKAMHU.

W3 cuactimBoro Hactpost Jlepoii mocreniia BRIOUTh Acsl, TUXO HAKJIOHUBIIHUCH K €€ YXY:

— Houblo oHa HIUero He JOOBETCsI, TOBOPUIIIb. A THI yMaJla O TOM, Kak OHa OyJeT XOIUTh IO
ropoay Hem?
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I'napa 3. OqHa npocras cka3ka

— Bort, n1o6po noxanoBats, — Jlepoii ¢ ynplOko# ykazana Ha paCKUIUCTHIN 1y0, OCaKEHHBIH ee
npanparnpaje yIikoi MHOroO-MHOTO JIET Ha3a/. TaM, cpey MbIIIHON TEMHO-3€JI€HOM JTUCTBbI BHIPU-
COBBIBAJICS JIOCTAaTOUHO MTPOCTOPHBIN JIEPEBSAHHBINA JOMMK C Pa3HOOOPA3HBIMM JIECTHUYKAMHU, KaHa-
TaMU U KauessiMUA. — Mo# U ee narna ciesiajiy, — OHa ¢ TOpAOCTbIO KUBHYJIA Ha ACIO.

— Herutoxo, — moutu Teruio ysablOHynach Djiafa, OKMIbIBAs B3MISIOM MOCTPOKy. — Hekoro-
pble MOM 3HAKOMBIE UCKPBI IyIly Obl IPOAAJIM 32 TAKOE.

— Acb? — noBTopmiia Acs cBoe (prpMeHHOe BblpaxeHue. — Ickpbi?

— Jla, — moxasa IiedyaMu JIeBYyIIKa, CJIOBHO He CKazajla HMYero HeoObYHOro. — Hapop Oec-
cMepTHBIX. O HUX HEYaCTO MOKHO YC/IBIIIATh: MHOTAE CYATAIOT MX KEM-TO BPOJE IPUCIYTH CBOMX
co3laTesen.

— Jla uto 3a GeccMepTHBIe Takue? — Acsl yCTaslo TpHcesia Ha TUXO CKPUITHYBIIINE BEPEeBOUHbIE
Kavesy M 3aKpyTUJIa BEPEBKHU CIIUPAIbIO, oKa Jlepoil Me/ieHHO Jie31a BBEpX IO CTBOIY.

— B cmpicne «4to 3a 6eccmepTHbie» ?! — yike MPUTOTOBUBINASICS 3a0MpaThes CIeJoM Duiaia
TaK Y 3aCThUIA B MOJTYNPUCSAAE U NTOYTH OCKOPOJIEHHO 00epHYJIach K IeBOYKE. — DTO IJI0Xas IIyTKa.

— OHa He HIyTWT, — ITIyXO OTO3Bajach OTKyJa-TO CBEPXy Jlepol, a ciegoM ¢ OTKpbITOU
«BEpaH/Ibl» CBECUJIaCh U OHA cama. — Y Hac TYT O TaKMX He ciplmanu. Kcratu, 3By4uT HEMHOIO 3-
3-3...

— CaMoI0BOJIBHO, — YUTHBO NOJCKAa3aja €1 NOAPYTa, BHIPa3UTEIbHO KHBasl DJUlajia v MOMYTHO
PACKpyUMBasCh Ha Kayessx.

Ta He ygeprkaiach 1 BO3MYIIEHHO (bIpkHYJIa. [IoToM, Kak HU B ueM He ObIBasIO, CHOBA MpHCeia
U, C CUJION OTTOJIKHYBIINCH, OIHUM JBHKEHHEM 3allpbIlHYy/Ia HAa AEPEBSHHYIO BEpaH.y, MPH 3TOM
HaJIeJIaB Topas/io MEHbIle IIyMa, YeM MOKHO ObLJIO OKUIATh OT TAKOK IPOMAaINHBI.

— [oHTsI, — OypKHYJ1a CHU3Y AEBOYKA.

— He noHTBHI, a HaIOOHOCTb, — HA3UAATEIBHO OTO3BAJIACh CBEPXY DiUlaja, BUAUMO, 0OIa1aBIIas
3aBU/IHBIM cllyXoM. — [TocMOoTpH Ha MOM caroru, — OHa CBeCHJIa BHU3 TOJICTBIE OKPYIJIbIE KOIBITA,
MIOKPBITHIE TYCTHIM MEXOM OT KOJIEHA, — B HUX OYE€Hb YJOOHO NMPU3EMJIATHCS U XOAUTb IO TOW XKe
TpaBe, HO He Jla3arh. [Ipuxogurcs npeirats, — HoToM odepHyack K Jlepoit: — Tak kak 3T0: He CIlbI-
11aJ11 0 6ecCMEpPTHBIX ?

Ta ycesnach Ha HEOOJBILON JIABOUKE, YCHIIIAHHON ONAaBIIMMMU OT Kapbl JUCTbSMU U BUHOBATO
Noxasa Irnje4amu:

— Oy, a 4-To Aymajia, 4TO 3TO Y BaC HOTM Takue. A, Hy Tak BOT: Tak Nojyunwsiocs. He momHIo,
YTOOBI BOOOIIE KTO-HHOY/Ib O HUX TOBOPHIL.

Dia/ia HeIOBEPUMBO HAXMYpriiachk. BooOine co3aBaiock BrieyaTiieHle, 9TO XMYPUTCS — 3TO
eMHCTBEHHOe, 4To OHa ymeeT. Ho Jlepoii ObL10 He MpUBBHIKATh: ee JTydlnas nogpyra Acsi 1 cama Obuia
TaKOM.

— Jla ObITh Takoro He MokeT! BCio )KM3Hb CMEPTHBIE HaM MOKJIOHSUIUCh, CYMTAIIN, — OHA CAENala
pyKaMy HauT paHHO-MHUCTUYECKHUH kecT, — 6oraMmu. Mou ponuu gaxe npaBUIM UIMU, HACKOJIBKO MHE
W3BECTHO, J1a ¥ HECKOJIBKO JIPYTHX CEMENCTB TOXe.

— Cenyac 3T0 J1eJ10 HE OYEHb PAaCIPOCTPAHEHO, — CHOBA I0XKaJla MJIeYaMy OHA, OTKMHYBILUChH
Ha CIIMHKY CKaMbU U 3alIPOKUHYB TOJIOBY, IVIS/1s1 HAa sIPKUE 3B€3/Ibl HaJl TOJIOBOM, YTO MPOOUPAIUCH
Jaxe CKBO3b IBIITHYI0 KPOHY JiepeBa. — M BbI BUeM ux BOIM3M?

— Koro «ux»? — HenoHMMarolie noBepHyJach K HEM Jiuiaja, HO MOTOM NPOCIEANa 3a €
KectoM: — A-a-a... Tsl mpo 3710. [la, MHOTHE KUBYT Ha HUX.

— Yero?! — Jlepoii aepHysiach Tak pe3Ko, YTO YyTh HE CBEpHYJIa ceOe ILe.
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— A 49TO B 3TOM Takoro? — He MOHsJIA Ta ee YAUBJIECHUS. — DTO ISl Bac 3BE3/Ibl sIPKUE, a I
HAC OHM — MTPEKPACHOE MECTO, TJIe BCEeraa Terio, CBETIO H... CyX0. Eciu noTpyauThesi, MOKHO J1axe
BBIPAIIMBATh TaM YTO-HUOYIb AJIsI CKOTA.

— Bpen kakoii! — teneppb yxe u Jlepoil kKocuiiack Ha Diuiaay ¢ HegosepueM. [la, mosers Ha
KPBUIbSIX U YIpaBJeHUE MOJIHHUSIMH elle KyJa HU IUI0, HO KM3Hb Ha 3Be3lax. — He Moxer Huvero
Ha HUX PacTH.

«BeccMepTHast» TONBKO MOXKaJIa IIeYaMH, MOJI, HE BEpUTE U HE HAJI0, M C UHTEPECOM IPOJION-
JKWJIA OTJISIBIBaTh TOMUK. A Jlepo# ToJIbKO ceiiyac BCIIOMHIIIA, 3a4eM OHM 3/1€Ch:

— Tak, Hy, BB pacrojiaraitech, a s bl IPUTAIIy, — OHa HEJIOBKO M TOPOILIMBO MEPEMHUHAIACH
C HOTY Ha HOTY. — BaM OKpOIIKY WM nupora jgydine?

Ta oTBena B34, Kak OyITO €i CTajio HEOBKO:

— A 9to-HHOYIb C JBUXKYIIEHCS SHEpPruei ecTb?

JIeBOUKM HEJOYMEHHO MePeryIsTHYJIHCD.

— Hy, 4t0-T0, 4TO HegaBHO Oerayio?

— Ox, J1a TOBOpHTE MPSIMO, — TIOUTH paccepauiiach Acs, JJOBKO 3a0Mpasich Ha IepeBo. — Mbl He
TaKKe UCKYIIEHHBIE B «OeccMe-e-epTHBIX» JIeflaX, — ee OUeHb pa3/ipaxkaso To, YTo Djulaga Ha3blBaja
ce0s1 6orom.

— Xouy msica. CpIporo, — IIyX0 OTYE€KaHWJIa Ta, CMOTPs IEBOUKe MPsMO B m1a3a. — Ecim Her,
TO MOKAKUTE MHE, HA KOTO TYT MOXHO OXOTHTBCS.

Jlepoii, uia mogaep;KKy, CHOBa MOBEPHYJIA HEMHOTO MCIYTaHHOE JIMLIO K MOApyre. DTa WHO-
TUIAHETSIHKA, TT0X0Xe, ObLIa B IIPSMOM CMBICIIE TUIOTOsIHAS. XOPOIIIO ellle TIOKa Ha HUX He CMOTpela,
KaK Ha yKUH.

— ¥ Hac ceituac Mmsca Her.

Acs u3p1ana TepHemnBblid B310X:

—JlagHo. .. — ¢ HA)KUMOM TTpon3Heca oHa. — JlagHo. TobKo OOBACHATH MOE Mame, 3a4eM MHE
B TPH Yaca HOUM MOHAJOOMIIOCH CHIPOE MSICO U3 MOPO3UJIKH, Oy/Ielllb Thl, — OHA HE3aMETHO HAKJIOHU-
J1ach K yXy nonpyru: — Bce 310 Obuta TBOs uziesi! BoT cama u Oyzenis cMOTpeTh, Kak OHa IMbeT KPOBb! —
¥ C IIIYMOM CIIPITHYB Ha MSTKYIO TPaBy Ha JIyXalKe repei HeOONbIIINM, HO YXOKEHHBIM, YaCTHBIM
JOMOM, HaIllpaBWJIaCh BHYTPb.

An1afa NpoBOAIIIA €€ HEOIOOPUTEIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM. 3pauyky CHOBA CHEJAINCh OCTPHIMH.

— OHa MHe HalOMMHAET KOe-KOro, — 3a4eM-TO BCIIyX Mpou3Hecna OeccMepTHasi, poaosuKas
HEMUTAIOIIUM B3IJISIIOM CMOTPETh B CTOPOHY TEIUTBIX KEJIThIX OUEPTAHUI OKOH, 32 KOTOPBIMH ceiuac
TO W JIeJIO CHOBAJIM TEeMHbIE (DUTYPKHU €ro KUTeJeH, U TphI3ylnas TOCKa, KOTOPYI0 OHA TaK JOJITO
3aJ1aBJIMBaja BHYTPHU, CHOBA OTPA3WJIach B XOJIOAHBIX OCTPHIX I71a3aX, celyac Ka3aBIIMXCs KEIThIMHU.

— To ectb? — He cpa3y orpearuposaia Jlepoi, Toxke NOrpy3uBIIasics B MBICIIH.

— Ha Huvero Takoro. IIpocto ogHa 3HaKOMasi, — BCe Clie[bl TPYCTH PAa30OM COIIUIU C €€ JIUIIA.
Dnaga BHOBb MPUHsJIA CEPbEe3HOE BhIpakeHue: — Bbl MocieaHue roga Tpu HUYEro CTPaHHOTO He
3aMevan? — C TUIOXO CKPBIBAEMOM HAJEekK/I0W B TOJIoce MOCIeNIIa CMEHUTh OHAa TeMy. — BooOiie
YTO-HUOYIb?

— EauHCcTBeHHAs1 CTPaHHOCTh 32 BCIO MOIO JKM3Hb — 3TO Bbl, — HEMHOTO Pa304apOBaHHO YJIbIO-
HYJIaCh JIEBOYKA ITYTION BOCTOPKEHHON YJIBIOKO. Kasib, 4To OHa HUYeM He CMOXKET TTOMOYb FOCThE.

C enBa yJOBUMBIM IIEJIECTOM OTOpPBAJICS OT BETKH JIUCT. Bpone Obl HUUero HeoObIYHOTO, HO
OTYEero-To o0e Moya HaOMIOAAM 32 ero MaJeHueM, KaxkeTcs, Jaxe 3ajepxkan apixanue. Korma Tot
MpoJieTall Kak pa3 Ha ypoBHe I71a3, DJiaa JIETKO MOy Ha JIMCTOK — TOT 0OpaTHIICS TOIMyObIM OTHEH-
HBIM CIIOJIOXOM, ¥ CITyCTsI MTHOBEHHE BO3yX CHOBa ObLT YMCT. BeccMepTHasi ¢ XUTPBHIM BbIpaXKeHUEM
7123 CleuiIa 32 U3MEHUBIIUMCS JIUIIOM 3€MJISTHKH.

— Bcio xu3Hb MeuTana 0 4eM-To... Takom! — BbIIOXHYNA Jlepoi, cama Toro He OCO3HaBasl,
HayasIllasi TOBOPUTD IIENOTOM. — M1 MHOTO Bac Takux? YIpaBisiomUX MOJTHUSAME?

An1afa NoYeMy-To OYeHb pa3BecenIach 3TOMY BOIIPOCY:
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— O na! Takux, Kax s, MPeAOCTaTOYHO ! — BU/Is1 HEIOHUMAIOIIIEE JIUIIO IEBOYKH, OHA 3aCMesilach
ere Oospiie. [Tpy 9TOM ynbiOKa Bce paBHO BHIXOMIIA HEMHOTO HalIPsDKEHHASI M HEyBEepEeHHasl, CJIOBHO
ynbioanack 6eccMepTHas peko. — Thl Takast 3a0aBHast !

- M-M-M. ..

OtBeruTts Jlepoil He ycrena: MOCIbIIIAJICs CTYK OTKPbIBAEMOM HACTEKb IEPEBSHHON JBEPU, U3-
3a KOTOpPOM BO JIBOP TYT Xke yIapwil spKUil cTOJIO CBETa, a BCKOpE, cTapasich HE 3arnavykaTb MOCKHUT-
HYIO 3aHABECKY, Ha YJHIIe TIOKa3anachk Acsi C yBECUCTBHIM cBepTKOM B pykax. Lllypra rpaBuem, oHa
noOexaa mpsiMo Yepe3 IpsAKH K JepeBy.

— Bor, — 1eBovka BHOBb HamycTH/Ia Ha ceOsi CypOBBIi B, IPOTATUBAs DIUiajie CBEPTOK, HO
cama 3a0uparbcs He ctana. — $1 yxke crnarh Obl TOIILTa, — OHa MPOHUYHO TofHs1a OpoBu: — Hazgeroch,
Msica s IpUHECsIa JOCTaTOYHO, U BB He Oynete ecTh Jlepoii?

BeccmepTHast oCKOpOJICHHO B3/IepHYJIa TIOIOOPO/IOK:

— Iukapu 371ech Bbl, a He 51! Mbl He enum Tex, komy Co3narelb JapoBasl CO3HaHHUe, — M OTBEp-
HYJIaCh, HU Ha KOTO He MsiAs. ToNbKO KOrJa pUTMUYHBIA MOXPYCTHIBAIOIINI 3BYK I'PaBUsl CTUX U BO
JBOpE BHOBb HACTYITWJIA TEMHOTA, DJiajia pa3BepHyJa naker. — Hudero cebe! OHO Bce 3amep3iio!

JleBouKa, enBa He CKpUIIs 3y0amu, HAKJIOHIIach Haj MsicoM. Hy mouemy Acs 1axe He TOIIbI-
TaJach €ro XOTh HEMHOTO MoporpeTh? Mora XoTs Obl U300pa3uTh rOCTENPUUMHOCTD. Buanumo, Bee
SMOIIMY SICHO OTPA3WJIMCh Ha juie Jlepoit, moToMy 4to OeccMepTHasi CaMOOBOJIBHO XMbIKHYJIA:

— Huuero. Pazorpers He mpoOnemMa, — OHa Tprcesia MpsiMO Ha JePEBSIHHBIH 0] Teppachl, pac-
cabyeHHO CBECUB PYKH Haj maketoM. — [Ipocto Oblia yauBieHa, YTo CMEpTHBIE MOTYT JIeNaTh Jiejl
BO BpeMsI JKaphl.

— He Toneko nex!

Onaga B3epHYJIa OPOBU, HO HUYETO HE CKa3ajia, a BMECTO TOTO 3aHsUIach AEIOM: CHavasa
OT JIafioHel ee, OyATO M3HYTPH, HAYaJl JIUTHCS OCIIETUTEIbHBIA CHHEBATHIN CBET. A MOTOM OH Ipe-
BPATWJICS B UCKPSIIMIACS roayOoil OroHb, HATOMUHABIIHIA CBEPHYTHIE KIIyOKOM MOJIHUH, KOTOpBIE,
MOTPECKHBAs], €KECEKYHTHO OCBITIAJIM OKPYKAIOIIHMX BCIbIKaMu. Jlepoit Habmoana, 3aTans, JIbIxa-
Hue. YTo-To B 9TOM IUIaMeHu ObUTO Takoe. .. Kak Oyaro, HeuTo Hosbiiiee, 4eM IMPOCTO CBET, Kak Oy/ITo
OHO OBLJIO HATIOJTHEHO HEKMM CMBICIIOM, TIOHSITHBIM TOJIBKO €r0 X03MHY. B 3TOT MOMeHT ria3a Gec-
CMEpPTHOM, KaK M TOT/Ia, Ha BBILIKE, TOPEJH sipue OOBIYHOTO.

— Kak BoI 3710 sienaete? Uto 310 Takoe BOoOIe? — yxke B KOTOPBIN pa3 BOCXUTHIIACh JEBOYKA,
YyBCTBYS HESICHBIY €1 ITOKa MPUJIUB Cpa3y BOCXMIIEHUS, OypHOM, MOYTH CyMacCIleIIe pagocTu, 1
O1aroroBeHus1 M cTpaxa.

— M? - 3Dniaaa MeIeHHO MOIHSIIA B3IJIsiL, TOPSIIUNA B YIOTHOUM aTMOchepe 3aropoIHOM YIUIIbI
COBEPIIEHHO YYX/IbIM, HE3EMHBIM CBETOM. — DTOT OT'OHb — MOSI CYIITHOCTb. BBITh OecCMepTHBIM, 1O
CYTH, O3Ha4aeT OBbITh IJIAMEHEM, OJIHUM U3 TeX, YTO CO3JaJN 3Ty BceneHHy0, HO 3arepToM B CMepT-
HOM TeJe.

Jlepoii Bce ere HeMOHMMAIOIIE MPUOTKPBUIA POT, Kak OyATO XOTela CKazaThb YTO-TO, XOTS
MBICJIA B TOJIOBE B CBSI3aHHYIO Pe4b MPe0OPa30BBIBATHCS COBEPIIEHHO OTKA3BIBAJIHCH.

— Moii OroHb — OrOHb YHCTOHN HEPIUU, KOTOpas MPOSBISAETCS B MOJHMSX, U3TydeHUH. S
CO371aI0 BCE 9TO U MOTY KHUTb, TOJBKO MOKa BO BceneHHOM ecTh SHeprusl.

— Ho 3auem torna Bam teno?

— YT0OBI HE YHUUTOXATb BCE, UTO CYIIECTBYET.

Bonbliie aeBoyka cripalmmBarh He CTalia, MbITasiCh OCMBICTIMTH BCE, UTO YCIIBIIIANA 32 ITOT Bevep.
Beixonut ceiiuac npsiMo mnepea Heill yacth Muposaanusi? OHa U3 MHOXKeCTBa il BO BceneHHOM,
oOnavyeHHas B Tesio? Jlepoid conporHynack, BHOBb OIVIsiAbIBast OECCMEPTHYIO: UMEHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT
OHa HaKOHEI| OCO3HaJIa, YTO CHHUM JKET MPUHEC CETOHS B €€ )KU3Hb KOe-UTO COBEPIIIEHHO 0COOeH-
Hoe. Kak Oynro ora oona BO BceM MUpe y3Hasla BCe CEKpeThl KM3HU. Bce 9TH rosipl, Moka 3HAKO-
MBI Y OTHOKJIACCHUKY JPA3HUIIN €€ 32 CTPAaHHOE UMsI M He MEHee CTPaHHOE yBJIeUeHHe CKa3KaMU U
Mubamu, BCe ITO BpeMsi OHa OblIa MpaBa. DTOT MUP ObUT HE TaK MPOCT, KaK ero BUIEIH ApyTue.
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A Dnazia TeM BpeMeHeM 3aKOHUIIA, TIPEBPATUB B JIbIM BCE MTAKETHI U KYJIbKU. [leBoUKa yiuB-
JIEHHO TIOKOCHJIACh Ha TOCTBIO: CaMO «OJTI0/I0» TaK M OCTAJIOCh CBIPBIM, HO TIpex e, yeM Jlepoii ycniena
CIIPOCUTbH, OECCMEPTHASI XUIIHO BIMJIACH 3y0aMH B KYCOK CO CIIOBAMH:

— Hy HakoHen-To! — Mocplmacs XapakTepHbIH XpYyCT pa3pbliBaeMOro chiporo Msica. Jlepouka
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK €€ HEMPOU3BOJIBLHO IEepe/IepHY/IO: BeCh BO3BBILICHHBI HACTPOH pa3oM yieTy-
YHJICS, KaK JIbIM OT HEJAaBHO CTOPEBIIETO JIMCTKA; OCTAJICS TOJIbKO HEMPHUATHBIN ocaqok. Kak cyime-
CTBO, IEUCTBUTEIIHLHO SIBJISIONIEECS OJIHUM U3 «OOrOB», MOIJIO Ceivac, CJIOBHO JUKHIA 3Bepb, CKMMAThb
TOJIBIMU PYKaMH CBHIPYIO IJIOTh — KPOBb CTPYMKAMU CTeKaJla M0 HAMPsKEHHBIM MaJTbLIAM — U KJIBIKAMU
pBaTh ee Ha Kycku? — YTo? — HEMHOTO0 HEYBEpEeHHO IepeBesia Ha Hee B3I DIuiaja, KOcsIch Ha
Msico. — $1 3Halo, 3penuine Tak cede, Halo ObLIO 3apaHee MONpPOCUTh MpomeHus. Ho yx oueHb ecTb
XOYeTcs.

— Huuero, Bce B opsizike, — 3actaBuiia ceds yAbIOHYThCS Yepe3 CHITy Ta. — 51, oKatyi, Mouy.
He xouy Memars BaM cnath. 3ariisHy elie YTpOM, — M OHA MOCIEIINIA YIATUTHCS, TOJBKO YTOObI
OKOHYATEJIbHO He IOPTHUTH BIleUaTJIeHUe OT BCTPEUr ¢ OECCMEPTHOM, YCIIEB JIUIIIb 3aMETUTh PACCTPO-
eHHOe BbIpakeHue Jmia diutansl. Kaxercs, AeBylika ceiiyac 3/1miach Ha camy ceOsl.

Jlepoit uyTh 11 He GeroM ycTpemMuiach K goMy. Kometsl, GeccMepTHBIE, CHIIbI, TAK HAIIOMU-
Halolwe Maruio. .. KoHeuHo, OHa HUYero He CKakeT pOAUTeNsiM, Kak U Acsl. DTO TOJNBKO ee TailHa,
9TOT CEKpeT He JocTaHeTcst Oosbine HuKkomy! Cepprle OMIOCh 9acTo, Kak OT J0roro 6era, a B ayIie
OOpOJHCh [IBa UyBCTBA, TAKKE K€ TPOTHUBOIOJIOKHBIE, KaK M cama diuiajga. biaroropeHue u yBakeHue
MIpe/i BBICIIMIMU CUJIAMH COCE/ICTBOBAJIH C )KMBOTHBIM CTPAXOM IEpejl JUKOCTBIO M BHEIITHEH KeCTO-
KOCTBI0 OeccMepTHOM. Kak el mpuHATh 3Ty ipupoy?

OHa 4yTh IPUTOPMO3WJIA TIEPe]l PACKUIUCTHIMU KYCTAMH aJIbIX PO3, TIOJHUMAIOIIMXCS BBIIIE
YeJIOBEYEeCKOrO POCTa U HAJIeKHO CKPBHIBAIOIINX €€ OT JIIOOBIX JIIOOOMBITHBIX B3MJISI0B, YTOOBI OT/IbI-
IIaThCS1, OIHAKO B CIIEAYIONIYIO CEKYHIY 3aMepria, 00siCh 1axke B3AOXHYTh. [IpsiMo B 1IeHTpe ee 1Bopa,
HE IIEeBEJISICh, BO3BBIIIAJIACH CTPaHHas TeMHasi purypa. 3a 4epHOTOM, CKPBIBAIOIIIEH BCE TeJI0 HOBOTO
TOCTSI, HEBO3MOXHO OBbIJIO pacCMOTPETh MPAKTUYECKM HUYEro, KpOMe pa3Be UToO TeX ke IIMHHBIX
yIIeH, YTO U Y DIIa/Ibl, U OTPOMHBIX KOKUCTBIX KPBLITbEB.

— Yro 3a?! — ogHUME TyOaMu TiporoBopuiia JIepoi, He cBOfs I71a3 ¢ (PUTYPHI.

Bce uyBcTBa nipu Bujie Hee B royioc Bomii: «OmacHOCTh!» Kem Obl H OBLIO 9TO HEUTO, OHO, B
OTJIMYME OT 3aBOPAKHMBAIONIEH M MPUTATATEIBHON DIJTafbl, Myrayo U oTTalkuBago. CIOBHO CTeno-
IIAIACS TYMaH KaXIylo HIeJ0UKY, KXyl TPEIIMHKY B €€ OKPYKEHHH IMOCTENIEHHO HAMOTHSIT XOJIO/-
HBII, HEBEIOMBIN y:kac. VI OHO CTOsIIO TIPSIMO y Hee BO JBOPE, & COBCEM PSI0OM HAXOIVJIMCh HUYETO
He Tofio3peBarolye poauTenu! JleBouka rotoBa OblIa CIIOPUTH HA YTO YTOIHO: STOT OECCMEPTHBIN
npuObLT Ha 3eMITI0 He MPOCTO TaK, a UMEHHO U3-3a ee HOBOM 3HakoMoi. Ho BOT ToJbKO 3auemM?

Dnaga Bpojie YIIOMUHATA, YTO €€ HApOJl He XO4eT, YTOObl OHAa BO3BpAIAIACh: YTO €CIIU ITO
HaeMHbI youiia?! B rojoBy Jie3nu camble CTpaliHble MbICIH. Benp M oHa cama HOocuia ¢ coOoit
OpYy’H1e, CIIOBHO 3TO ObLIT MOOWJIBHHUK, a BAPYT oHa npectynHuiia? Het! Jlepoit naxe TpsixHys1a romno-
BOM, YTOOBI IPOTHATh 3TY MBICJIb: €€ TOCThsI OblIa YECTHOM M XOTesa MOMOYb CBOMM JIIOMISIM, a BOT
3TO CYIIECTBO SIBHO OMACHBIM.

Jlepoii cama He 3ameTHIa, KaK 4yTb MpHcCeNa, emle Oonblie mpsyack 3a Kycramu. [Ipemymnpe-
IWUTHh POAWTENEH, KOTOphIE SIBHO HE CMOTYT ceOsl 3alIUTUTD, MK DJUIaly, KOTopasi, CKOpee BCero, u
SIBJISITACh LIEJIbIO 9TOro 6eccMepTHoro? JleBouka pasaymbIBasia He JIONbINE CEKYH/IBI: €€ 3HaKoMas 1
cama CMOXeT 3a ce0sl TIOCTOSATh, a U3 OCBEUIEHHOTO OKHA €€ JOMa UMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT JIOHeCCs
MYKCKOM CMeX — B JKEJITOM CBeTe MoKasaiach purypa ee orma. Poxutenu He JSryT cnarh, OKa OHA
HE BEPHETCS IOMOM, U, MOXET, Yepe3 Kakoe-To BpeMsl pelar no3sarts Jlepoi, u Toraa. . .
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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