APTO - CTATH BECCMEPTHO/

iG BORNS IN FIRE




Annca KameneBa
ApTo — cTaTh OeccMepPTHOM
Cepust «Apto», KHuUra 1

http://www.litres.ru/pages/biblio_book/?art=31190632
Strelbytskyy Multimedia Publishing; Kues; 2018
ISBN 9781387668915
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Aauca Kamenena
ApToO - cTaTth 0OeccMepTHOH

IIpeaucaoBue

Korma-to He Obuto HUYero. Bo BcenenHol Burana romy6o-
Barasl AbIMKa, KOTOpasl, KaK MSTKOe OAesyio, OepekHO XpaHu-
JI0 coH Beell ku3Hu. Ho korna-HuOyap Bce paBHO NMPUXOIUTCS
IIPOCHYTBCS, U B OTHO MTHOBEHME 3aKercsl OroHb. MolHas BoJ-
Ha €ro CBeTa M TeIrula MpOHecach 10 BCEMY KOcMocy (1 cervac
MOKHO YBHJIETh HA HOYHOM HeOe ero uckpel). [Tnams obxuraro-
e Oesoe 1 9ncroe, Kak comuue. Ero mms 6pu1o — Murpar.

Ho mnocreneHHo cusiomas BCHBIIIKA CTaja HpUOOpeTarh
HEsICHbIE OuUepTaHHWs — TaK IOSBUJICSA TEPBBI OECCMEpTHBIN.
Murtpar neras nepBbIi pa3 B CBOEW BEUHOU KU3HHU, OTIaBasI BCIO
SHEPruio, KOTopasi Co3/1aBajla HOBbIE U HOBble OrHU. HeBO3MOXk-
HO OBUIO OMHUCATh UX KPACOTY; KaKAblil MPUBHOCKII YTO-TO HO-
BOE, HABCEI/1a MEHAS MUP.

Tak 3aponunack Beenennas. Bo miase ¢ Murparom oruu co-
3[QJI1 TIPUBBIYHYIO JKU3Hb, TAKYI0, KAaKOW Mbl Bce ee 3HaeM. Mx
CBET U TeIUIO JaJii )KU3Hb 3eMJle, BO3/1yXy U Boje. lyxu Obuin
OZIapEHBI BJIACTBIO HAJl BOJOM M JIMILb CITyCTS MHOTI'O JIET MOSIBU-
JICh U3 TAMHCTBEHHOIO M TYMaHHOIO M3MEpEHHs, Ky/la He I0-
nacThb KUBBIM. Jlerkue ambgpl MOTUMHUIN ceOe BO3IYX U Moce-



JIMJTUCH 32 3aBECOU Ha MPEKPACHOU royOol TuiaHeTe. A 3eMITio
B3sUIM ce0e CMepTHbhIe, U UM TOXe TOHPABWJIACh 3Ta UyJecHas
r1aHeta. M Tak Kak BOVH KM3Hb TOT/IA €Ie HE 3HAJIA, TO Tb(]bl
CKPBLIUCh OT HAIlIUMX IJ1a3 3a 3aBECOM 3/IECh ke, Ha 3emie.

Ho orno HyxHa muma. Ctuxus, NOpOAMBILAS KU3Hb, CaMa
KE MOXKET €€ U YHUUTOKUTh. M Kax1plii OrOHb HaYaJl MOKUPATh
TO, 4TO OH caM co3zaj. Kto-To kw1 61aronapsi rapMOHUU, a KO-
MY-TO HYXeH ObLJT Xa0C, KTO-TO JIIOOUJT MY3bIKY, & KTO-TO THIIIH-
Hy... Hauanmce BOWMHBI, B KOTOPBIX HaBCET/Ia MOruoaiv U caMu
OTHHU, U OCTaJibHbIe Hapomsl. Jpyx0a koHumnace. HaBcerna uc-
4e3 OroHb MHpa, ObLTA 3a0BITH Y€CTHOCTh U CIIPABEJTUBOCTD. 1,
KOHEYHO, HUKTO HE 3aMEeTWJI MaJIeHbKOE HOBOPOXKIEHHOE IIa-
msa. Camoe miamiiee ux Bcex. I[Toka Beenennas 3axieObiBaiach
B KPOBHU, OTOHEK POC, a KOCMOC TeMHel. CKOpo HOYb CTasla yep-
HOMU.

Temuaoe Muauro. CKOJIBKO JIETeH] XOIUJIo cpeir 6eccmepT-
HBIX 0 HeM. KTo-To roBopuJ, 4To OHO HeceT THOelb, a KTO-TO
Ha3bIBAJI ero caMmou ThMoil. HUKTO He y3HaBan cBoero codpara,
u MHaUro mcuesso, CKpbUIOCh OT IJ1a3 3aHATHIX OUTBaAMM Oec-
CMEPTHBIX.

Ho B ogHYy HOUb, KOrja IUJIAHETHl yKe MOrpsi3iid BO ThbME U
CMepTH, BCIIBIXHYJT CBET. 3aXKIy1ach camasi OOJbINast U camast sip-
Kasi 3Be371a Bo BeeneHHo# — Pukiiag. Mutpar oObeTUHUI OTHU
B enuHylo iMriepuio, HO He X0oTen OoJiee MpaBuTh, BEIb OH, OTell
OTHSI, OTeI] JKU3HU HEe CMOT yoepeub MUp.

Torma oH MogoO3Baj caMoOro MPEAAHHOTO CBOETO JIpyra — Or-



HsI MOJIHUI U 9Hepruvd MaHTH, KOTOPBIA O CHX MOp ObUI yBa-
JKaeM JIake Ha 3eMJjie M1 HOCUJI TaM COOCTBEHHOEe MMs — 3eBC.
Benpr BMecte ¢ Pukinagom nepen oriiom BeeneHHON mosiBUJICS
Kpucrann, B KOTOpOM, COMIACHO JIEr€HJaM, HaXOAWIACh 4acThb
Temuoro Nuauro, npenoanecenHass Coznarento, kak aap. Ho ca-
Mo MHauro Tak u He OBUIO pacKpwITo. BpyunB kamen» MaHTH
KaK 3HaK OJaroflapHOCTH M JpyxObl, MUuTpar yien ot Jujaep-
CTBA, CTaB JIIb (DOPMaJIbHLIM ITPABUTENIEM OIPOMHOM raJIaKTU-
k1 «Mmnepus».

[To3ke 3 HeM3BECTHOrO HUKOMY U3MEPEHM s B Hally Beenen-
HYIO TIPUIIIES JTyX Oes1oro Bojika 1o uMeHu Apt. OH Hayuu Oec-
CMEPTHBIX CAEPKUBATh CBOU Pa3pyIIMUTESIbHbIE UHCTUHKTHI, 3a-
KJIIOUMB JyIIM OTHEHN B CMepTHBIE Tesa. M XOTs KU3Hb UX cTana
OoJiee XpyIKOM, a cepiia He TAKUMH TOPSTYMMU, OTHU OOJIbIIe
HE MOIJIM pa3pylIUTh CO3/IaHHBIA MU MHUP.

Ho nmpuzet Bpems, korja 3TOT MUpP OyJeT CTOSITh Ha TpaHH
rudenu, 1 MUTpaty nmpuIeTcs caMoMy IPOCTUTD ceOe TIPOIILTbIe
OIMOKHU, TIOMHATHCS U BECTU CBOW HAPO[I.



I'maBa 1. Cunsast koMeTa

Cyxas, e1ie Teruias 1ocje 3HOMHOT O JIETHETO THS KaMEHUCTast
3eMJIS CJIETKa MOXPYCThIBajla B HOUHOM THMILMHE, KOIja ABE Ma-
JIEHbKME (PUTYPKM TOPOIUIMBO IPOHOCWINCh MUMO PSAOB CTa-
PbIX, COXpaHMBILUXCSA €IIe C LAPCKUX BPEMEH, MOKOCUBLINXCS
JOMHMKOB BHU3, 32 TOPOI.

— Her! Tel ¢ yma comna!l — menmas no3aam 1€BOYKa JIET TPU-
HA/ILATU yKE CUJIOW MOMBITAIACH YAepkKaTh noapyry. l'onoc ee
MAaHWYECKU APOKAIL.

Ta, He oOpatasi HUKAKOro BHUMaHMsI Ha 3TU IPOTECTHI MPO-
JOJKaJla IIMPOKO PACKPBITBIMU OT OJIaroroBedHOro crpaxa u
TIOJTHOU MIJTBI T71a3aMH CMOTPETh B CTOPOHY HEOOJTBIIION POIIUIIBI
y MOIHOKMSI XOJIMA, HAa KOTOPOM CTOSUT MX HEOOJIbIIION, TPAaKTH-
4YecKH 3a0BIThIN IMBUIIM3ALIMENH ToposIoK. TobKO UTO, OyKBaJIb-
HO MUHYT JIeCSITh Ha3al, TyAa, UCKps, OyATo (efiepBepK, POCCHI-
IIBI0 CHHUX OTHEW, yIIaJI METEOPUT. A BElb HUUTO HE ITpeBela-
70 Oefibl: HU HOBOCTHbBIE KaHAJIbl, HU pa3HOOOpa3Hble Hay4YHbIE
)KYPHAJIBl Jaske He 3aUKHYJIMCh O TOM, 4TO... Ho 000 BceM mo
HOPAOKY.

Kownern miomnst. Camblii pasrap JeTHUX KaHUKY. B dects Oyy-
1IETro IHA poxkaeHus e, Jlepoi, ponuTenu, 3Hasi O COBEPILIEHHO
CyMaclUIeAIEM YBJIEUYEHUU JOYEPH, IIOJAPUIIN HACTOSIILIUM TeJie-
ckort! C paHHero AeTcrsa OHa MOIVIA YacaMU ITPOCHKUBATh 32
NOTEPTHIMU ACTPOHOMMYECKMMH ATJIACAMM, OJHY 3a JAPYIOU Ie-



peunThIBaIa JeCATKY KHUT O MU(pax U JiereHaax HapojioB, OyK-
BaJIbHO KWJIa MEUTOM 0 HeOe, U BOT MeuTa cObulach. biaro B Ta-
KOM HeOOJTBIIIOM TOPOJIKE /1a ellie ¥ Ha OJTHOW U3 JAAJIbHUX YIIHUIT
ObLJIO AOCTATOYHO TEMHO IO HOYaM, YTOObI OTUETIUBO BUJIETDH
camble J1anekue 3Be3/bl... OIHAKO M TeJleCKON He ObUT HYXKeH,
9TOOBI 3aMETUTh SIPYAKIIYIO BCIIBIIIKY, HECYIIYIOCSI HA OTPOM-
HOW CKOPOCTH K 3emie, HAMOMUHAIOITYIO CuHero xkeTta. Ho ona
He ucuesna. Tpu, nBa... «Ectb KoHTakT!» Jlepoit 3amepia, IJ1si-
1S HA CBEPKHYBIIYIO BCIIBIIIKY M YYBCTBYsI, KaK BCTAIOT JHIOOM
BOJIOCHI HA 3aThUIKE U MTPeJaTeIbCKU XOI0AeIoT auiblibl. Komera
Tak U He ycrena cropetsb. Ceituac Bce 3akoHUMTCS. Bee ee xe-
JIaHus1, YasiHUS U TJ1aHbl Ha Oyayinee. A Be[jb OHAa Tak MeuTasa
CTaTh WCCIIeIOBATENIEM-TyTEIIECTBEHHUKOM B OeckpaiiHeit Bee-
nennoit! Hy i xots1 661 BRIIPOCHTH Y poauTenen Opara. Bot-
BOT. Cenyac.

Ho nuuero He npoucxonuno. N3 olieneHeHrs1 J1€BOYKY BbIBE
paccTpoeHHbIN Bo3riac otia: «Bor xe raael! S Henemo 3Toro
Marya ka1 !» OKka3ajsock, YTO BO BCEM rOpoJe OAHOBPEMEHHO Y
BCEX pa30oM BBIPYOHIIO 3JIEKTPUUECTBO. Beuepamu ot Hevero Je-
JaTh OOJIBIIIMHCTBO ceMel 3/1eCh COOMPAIHCh Y TEIeBU30pa, TaK
9TO OBUT IIAHC, YTO BCHBIIIKY 3aMETHIIM HeMHOTrre. MbIciu Jiv-
XOPaJIOUuHO CKaKayv B TojioBe. Jlepoit oOmm3asia nepecoxiime ot
cTpaxa ryObl U pelIMTeIbHBIM KeCTOM MOTpernaia yHaBilylo Ha
KOJIEHU MOJPYTY, BCE €IlE 3aKPhIBABUIYIO FOJIOBY PyKaMHu.

— 2! lodpo noxanoBarh B paii!

Acsi, nozparuBasi, OTHSUIA PYKHU OT JIMLIA, U, XOTS 9TO y Hee



MOJTY4YUJIOCh HE Cpa3y, XPUILIO BblJaBUIIA:

— Y-uTt0 370 OBLITO?

Jlepoy npogokana HeTepHeauBO Jeprath JEBOUKY 3a PyKaB
TI0JIOCATOTO IJIaThsl, He OTPbIBasi B3MJIsa OT TOM YacTu HeOa, Tjie
nposeTesia KoMeTa:

— Bor tam u y3naem. Ilouum, — 1, He JOXKJABIIMCH OTBETA,
KOPOTKO KPUKHYJIa uepe3 IJIeU0, CTapasiCh, YTOOBI €€ TOJI0C 3BY-
yas ecrecTBeHHO: Ma-a-am! Ila-a-an! $1 moviny cripoiiy, y Koro
ellle OTKJIIOUMIIN. .. U KOrAa JanyT!

— Yero? — TONBKO U ycIIeNia CeBIIMM TOJIOCOM MPOOOPMOTATh
Acsl, HO NTO3JHO: TIOAPYTa YK€ CKPbLIACh B HEIPUBBIYHON TEM-
HOTE, TOJIbKO THXO LIEJKHY/Ia OTKpbIBa€Masi KaJUTKa.

Hanpago u 1o yrna. Jlepoii xopolo 3Hazia 3Ty 10pory, Belb
MPaKTUYECKU KaXIbplM JEHb CaMa BCTaBajla TOUYHO Mepes BOCXO-
JIOM ¥ XOAWIa CMOTpeTh Ha paccBer. 3aueM? [la mpocro Tak.
Hpasuinoce. Ha paccBere u 3akate kKocMOC Beeria Ka3ajcs ed uy-
TOUKy Omke oObraHoro. Ceiuac, cama TOro He OCO3HaBas, Je-
BOYKA CTapajiach HE IIyMETb, NPOXOAs MOJ HU3KUMHU HACTEKb
pacnaxHyTbIMM COCEICKMMM OKHaMU. Bapyr npunensircs ¢ pac-
crpocaMi, a Belb 3TO ee Haxonka! Kaxkercs, B coceHeM OK-
He MeJIbKHYJIa Ubsi-TO TeHb. Jlepoi nputannack. HaBepHsika yxe
3aBTpa YTPOM CIOAA MOHAEAYT KyPHAIKUCTHI U YYEHBIE, OLETIAT
TEPPUTOPUIO U BCE: Ipolai uccienoBanue. Cocelv HaBepHsIKa
Pa300MTaIOT, UTO ITO OHA B351J1 KaMeHb. .. BHE3anmHO KTO-To 00J1b-
HO CXBaTWJI €€ 32 PYKY BBbIILIE JIOKTSI:

— Th1 uTO? A €cnu OH paiMOAKTUBHBIN? — AcCS JIMIIb Clerka



CMOPpILMJIACH HA MpelocTeperamwilee mukanbe noapyru: — Hu-
KyJa Thl HE NMONAEIb !

Ta B OTBET TOJIBKO YBEPEHHO TPSIXHYJIA TOJIOBOM, 3a0bIB, UTO
B TAKOM ThME HUKTO HE YBUIMUT 3TOTO KECTa; IJ1a3a TOpeu pe-
HIMMOCTBIO:

— Jlaxe He qymal OCTaHaBIMBaTh. 1 Tak AOJITO MeuTana CBO-
VMU TJIa3aMU YBUJIETh UTO-TO Takoe. Eciiu HykHO, 5 moiay Tyna
u 0e3 Teos!

Acst 0OMKeHHO 3aMoJTJaia, BCe ellle YacTo JIbIIa OT He/laB-
HO MEPEXRUTOro yxaca. Bcio ux nepenajiky 3aniyiano rpOMKOe
CTPEKOTaHUE CBEPUKOB T7e-TO B OJIMKaIIeM Oropoje.

— Thl Bcerga MoXelllb He UTH, ecd OOUIlIbesl, — yke Oosee
CIOKOMHO TTpojioskuia Jlepoii 1, BHOBb HE JJOXK/IABIIIMCh OTBETA,
MIPOIOJIKIIIA ITYTh YKe Oerom.

Bot u nopora BHu3. Tam, 32 pekou W KeJIe3HOJOPOKHBIMU
MyTSMH, pacroniaraiach HeOoJbIIIasi POLTHIIA, TTOTHAS €KEBUKH,
IJIe YacTO MPATAIUCH OT XKapbl MATBYUIIKY Ha pbiOaike. OmbIT-
HBII I71a3 y’Ke MOT Obl B CBETE JIYHbI PA3JINIUTh POTATIMHY TIPSI-
MO B €€ IICHTpE.

—Bot 370 13, — TMXO NPUCBUCTHYJIA JIepoil, yKa3biBas Ha «/Ibl-
py» B KpoHE. — MHE KakKeTcs, WM TaM 4TO-TO CBETUTCA?

Ac4, yke NOpaBHSBIIASACS C HEH, HE OTBETUJIA, TAK K€ HAIPSI-
KEHHO TS Brepes.

— Ha nagHo tede! He oOuxkaiics, — TIErOHbKO TKHYJIA JIOKTEM
ee B OOk mofpyra. — Thl ke 3Haellb, Kakoi s (haHaTHK.

— Jla, HO... — IeBOUKa 390KO MOEKMIACh, 1 HOYHAS TIPOXJIA/Ia



ObLJIa TYT HE TIPU YeM, — TIOTOM Be/Ib BCE PACCKAKYT B HOBOCTSIX.
3aueMm puckoBath? K TOMy ke Thl HE CMOKEIIIb CaMa ITPOBECTU
aHaJIU3.

Jlepoii He oTBeTWIIa, Aenas BU, YTO OOUTCS OCTYNHTHLCS HA
KPYITHOM rajibke, 3aMeHsBIIen 3/1ech acaiibT. [1e-To moja Kpbl-
1Ielt O KalIero JomMa MUCKHYJIA JIETy4dast MBIIIb, TTIOTOM B OfI-
HOM M3 JIOMOB pa3JaJiCsl PACKATUCTBI MYKCKOM CMEX, U CHOBA
CTaJIO THXO.

— Hy Tak uro?

— Ox, Hy He npucTaBay, — B3MOJIAJIACh OHA, He s Ace B
ra3a. — [Ipocro ecnm camoun HUYEro He aenars, To u... IIpocto
MHE TyJa Hajo, ICHO?

Briepeau mesxay TeM Moka3aanch CTapble keae3HOIOPOKHbIE
nytu. Kaxercs, rae-1o HeBgasieke BCTal TOBapHBIM noesn. Jle-
PO Ha BCAKHMM CIIy4yaill CHOBA IMPUCIIyIIAIach: HUYEro. Tonbko
I'POMKO KBaKaJM Ha peke Jarymku. OKoHuYaTenbHO 3a0bIB 00
OCTOPOKHOCTH, OHA BIIPUMPBIKKY IMOCKAKaaa Yepe3 crapble y3-
KHE PEJTbChI, YK€ IaXKe He BCIYIIMBAsICh B HEIOBOJIbHBIE OypUa-
HUSI TIOAPYTH y cedst 3a criHOoi. OYHYIach TOIBKO KOT/IA Ta, CIOo-
TKHYBILKCh B TEMHOTE O BBICTYMAIOLIEE KEeJIe30, C IIIyMOM HaBa-
JIMJIACh HA HEEe BCEM BECOM.

— $1 yxe BoOOIIE HUYEro He BUKY, — BBIPHIBAIOCH y AcH
CKBO3b pyransb. — Kak Thl coOpasiach mepeduparbcs uepes3 peuky?

Jlepoii, B 3TOT MOMEHT OTYassHHO OTMaXMBaKoLIAsCsA OT KOMa-
POB, TIOXkaJjia MJeyamu:

— Horanarics.



Peka TysnoBka, 4ro nporekasa, a, BEpHee, Moi3ja, psIoM C
UX YaCThIO TOpo/ia OblJIa HEYACTO TIOCEIAeMbIM CO CTOPOHBI KH-
Tesie MecToM. ['psi3Hasi, MPaKTUYECKU HENPUTOAHasi AJisl JIOB-
JM pHIOBI (pa3Be YTO MaJIbYMIIKAM IMOBECETUTHCS) M TOJIHAS
HEOOJIBINNX, HO OINACHBIX TEUCHHMI-BOIIOBOPOTOB, OHA He OblIa
CHaOXeHa MOCTaMH TSl TIePerpaBbl, TaK YTO BCE HEMHOTHE JKe-
Jaoiye nepedparbcsi Ha JIpyrord Oeper K pole J00Mpavch
OOBIYHO BILIaBb.

Jlepoii nocrenHo OTBEpHYIACh OT MOAPYTH, YKE 3HAs, KaKast
TUpaJa MocjeaAyeT 3a ee cioBaMu. Jla, OHa HEBAXHO JEpkKalach
Ha BOJIE, & YK MEPeIIbIBaTh PEKY, C KAKUM-HUKAKUM, HO BCE Ke
TEYeHUeM, Jia elle u B TeMHoTe... Ho B3risiHyB Briepes, Ha po-
11y, KyJa 3BaJI0 € BHE3aITHOE HEIIPEOI0IMMOE KelaHUe, 1eBOY-
Ka BBIIPSIMUJIACH U 3alllarajia Bepes, ¢ TPECKOM JIoMas TO U Jie-
JIO TIONAAABIIMKCS MOA HOTW KaMBbIIII.

— 910 miyno. [Ipocto miyno, — yxe nouryu Kpuyajia y Hee 3a
criuHo# Acsi. — Hy noxaanacek Xotst Obl paHHEro yTpa, — BHe3ar-
HO TOCJIBIIIAJIOCh 3BYYHOE XJIIONAHbE, U IEBOYKA YK€ BO BTOPOU
pa3 CBaJIMJIACh, HAa STOT pa3 B MPUOPEKHYIO YKy MEKTY KaMbl-
miet. TyT ke 3anpbirayiv B pa3Hble CTOPOHY JIATYIIKU. — Tak, Bce,
MHE 3TO HaJ0eJo!

Jlepoii ¢ TpeBoroi 0OepHyJIach U MPOTSHYJIA TIOIPYre PyKy,
HO Ta JIEMOHCTPATUBHO MOJHSIIACh CAMa, OTHOM PYKOU OTTOHSIS
Ha/I0€/JIMBO MUIIAIIKUX KOMApOB, a IPYroM MbITasch JOCTaTh U3
KapMaHa TesiepoH.

— D, moroau! — KUHYNMack ObUTO K Hel Jlepoi, HO Ta mpo-



BOPHO YBEpHYJIaCh, OTUETO €€ MeHee ObICTpast MoApyra ClIeoM
ynajia Ha MATKYI0 3emiii0. — He 3BoHu poautensiM! — TOJBKO U
CMoOIJIa kaJ00HO MPOOOPMOTaTh OHA, YOUpast OT JIMIA KECTKHE
cTeONIM KaMblIIa.

— Crnoko¥HO, MaJIsIBKa, — C MPEBOCXOJICTBOM YJIBIOHYJIACH Ce-
6e oyt Hoc Acsl, — 41 ellle IO TaKOTO TIOKa He cKaTtuiack. [Ipocto
X04y MOJICBETUTh HEMHOTO. O... — JIUIIO ee, OCBEaeMoe cernyac
JIMIITH TOHKUM CEPIIOM JIYHBI, PACTEPSIHHO BBITSIHYJIOCH: — OH TO-
ke He paboTaer.

— CepbesHo? — Jlepoit, paiysch TaKOM CTOBOPYMBOCTH MOJPY-
rd, Aocrajna cBoii: — [la, nmpaBia OTKJIIOUMIIHCS.

Obe Ha MrHOBEHHME 3aMep/id Ha MeCTe, HACTOPOKEHHO BJIbI-
Xasi ChIPOM 3aCTOSIBIIIMICS] BO3/YX, HE PelasiCh O3BYUUTh OJIHY
OOIIyI0 MBIC]Tb; CBEPYKH, K KOTOPBIM TeTeph MPUCOSANHUINCH
U JIATYIIKY, OYATO MOCTaBWIM ceOe 3aady OrTyIIUTh HOYHBIX
rocteil. YTo OB HM yMajio TOJBKO YTO ¢ HeOa, OHO CMOIJIO T0-
JeVCTBOBATh Ha BCE EKTPUUECKUe MPUOOPH B OKpYyre, HO He
octaBwIo Kparepa. Kak Takoe morsio 0biTh? Bonee Toro (Jlepoit
TOCTapajiach HaMpsTYb MaMsITh), Bpoze Obl 1axe IIyMa HUKAKOTo
He ObLTIO.

— JlamHO, — HaKOHeIl MpOU3HECa OHA YK€ He TaKUM Pellu-
TEJIbHBIM TOJIOCOM, — XBaTUT TYT KOPMUTh KoMapoB. Hano 1Bu-
raThcsl.

— JlBUraTthcs, ¥ IPUTOM B OOpaTHYI0 CTOPOHY! — Acsi BHOBb
TIOTIBITAJIACH TOTAIIUTH MOAPYTY 32 PYKY: — A €CJTU U IpaB/ia YTo-
TO TwIoxoe ciyuntcs? Jlep, st 6e3 Tedst He BepHYCh!



Ho ta He oTBeTmsa, XOTs M MBICJIEHHO MoOnarogapuia jie-
BOYKY 32 TO, YTO He Opocuia ee ceityac. OHM BOBOEM HAKOHEI
noOpanick 10 peku. Temepp 3amax ChIPOCTH CTall ykKe COBCeM
HecteprMbiM. OObIuHO 1151 Jlepoit oH Beerja o3Havyaul MpusiT-
HBIX KapKWI JIETHUW J€Hb B KOMIIAHUU poauTesier u Acu, HO
Terepb, B COBEPIICHHO YYKJOW FTOPOACKUM AETSM MOJIHOU MIJIe,
Ka3aJI0Ch, IPEAYIPeskaaa O TOM, UTO OHM 3allUIH, Ky/a HE HaJO.
Msrkuil w1 HEMPUATHO YaBKaJ MOJ HOramu, 3a0Mpasich B IILJIe-
MaHIIbl U TO U JIEJIO HOPOBSI CTSIHYTh UX C HOT, U AEBOYKHU pa3
3a pa30M MaJajIy Ha KOJIEHH, TPOOUPAsCh K KaXyIIeHcs: CIOKOM-
HOW Bojie. JIepoil TOJIbKO cernvac 0CO3HaJIa, KaKk CUJIbHO HEPBHU-
YaeT, yacTo BAbIXas CTOSAYMI BO3ayX. Peka Obuia He Tako# yk U
XOJIOAHOM, OHAKO TEJIO AEBOYKH BCE PA30M MOKPBLJIOCh Mypalll-
KaMU, KOTJIa OHa TUXO CKOJIL3HYJIA B TEMHYIO, CJIerKa MoOJIeCKy-
BaIOIIYIO BOAY.

OpnHako kak Obl Jlepoil HM cTapasiach TUIBITH TOUHO MPSIMO,
BCE K€ BCKOpE TMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO BHIOMBAETCS U3 CHJI M BCe
Ooutbilie ¥ OOJIBITIe YXOOUT BIIPaBO; ACH Tenepb He ObLIO CIIBIIII-
HO. BHe3amHo, Korja mpOTUBOIOJIOXHBIN Oeper yxke ObLI Io-
YTU PsAJOM, JEBOYKA [MOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO 3allENUIACh HOTOM 32
KaKOe-TO TO/IBOIHOE pacTeHHUe, a CHJI JepKaTbCsl Ha BOIE Yxke
MPaKTUIECKU He ocTalioch. [loxoxe, ee OTHeCo Tyaa, riae Oeper
ObUT MOTHOCTHIO TIOPOCIHIMM KaMBIIIIOM U /1€ HUKTO OOBIYHO HE
XOIUII.

— Hy, yero komnaenibcs? — NOC/BIIAICS HAJl YXOM HEIOBOJIb-
HbIA 1menoT Acu. — JlaBa, Lerisancs 3a 1ieko.



Acsl, KaxeTcs, 3a CBOIO HEeJIONTYIO KU3Hb MepenpodoBaia Bce
CYIIECTBYIOIIIME CEKIIMUA U KPYKKU, HO TaK U HE OIpeenach
Cc TeM, uTo el HpaBuTcs. OJIHAKO Cpeu ITUX 3aHATHI ObUIO KO-
rJa-T0O U TulaBaHbe: Jlepoi Buesa y Hee B KOMHATe HECKOJIbKO
Harpaja. U ceifuac ieBoYKa 3a MOJIMUHYTHI JOOpasiach C «rpy-
30M» JI0 HYXKHOTO MecCTa; 00€ WCIyTaHHO Jplllla KaK MOXHO
ObICTpee NPUHSIIMCh B3OMpPAThCs HAa KPyToW Oeper, yXOis Io-
nauneire ot peku. O0yBb U TesaeOHBl JaBHO YKe YIUIBUIA BHU3
110 TEYEHUIO.

Hpoxa, OHM Ha LBITOYKaX NOAKPAIKCH K 3USIOIEN TEMHOTON
polle, cTapasich He HACTyNaTh HA Ha 4TO Kosouee. Jlepon pacre-
PSAHHO BIVISIIBIBAJIACH B Yallly: MOXET, 3TOT TAMHCTBEHHBIN CBET
el BOOOIIe TIPOCTO MOYYIAWIICS, U IO PacCBeTa OHM ¢ Acel He
HaiayT cam mereoput? Ho Bce yyBCTBa NOACKA3BIBAIN €U: HET,
BIIEpE/I YTO-TO ObLI0. YUTO-TO TYT He B mopsiake. TombKo crycTst
HECKOJIbKO MFHOBEHMI OHA MOHSJIA, YTO: CTOsIA MOJTHAS TUIIIH-
Ha. Bce HacekoMBble M JIATYIIKM pa3oM Kyna-To nogesanucs. Ho
03BYUYHMBaTh 3TO BCIYX JEBOYKA HE PEIIMIACh: €€ MOApYra U Tak
y’Ke UCToYasia MPAaKTUYECKH OLTYyTUMBIE CTPaxX U HEIOBOJIBCTBO.
Ha u cama Jlepo¥i Tak mim uHa4e rodamBansach TeMHOTHI. Oco-
OEHHO TaKOM.

HyxHo Ob10 B35Th ceOs1 B pyku. Hy, kameHb, Hy Tak 4TO C
toro? Paguanusa? Jlepoii naBHO yxe aJist ce0s peniuia, 9to s
HAYKU M J)KU3HU HE JKaJIKO, a aCTPOHOMMIO OHA YK€ JIAaBHO BbI-
OpaJia Kak CBOIO Cyap0y, TaBHO yike 3a0pocryIa MpaKTUIECKHU BCe
HIKOJIbHBIE MPEIMETHI, KPOME pa3Be UTO MPUPOIOBEIEHUS U Ma-



temaTuku. Ho uro ecniu nocrpagaer Acs? JleBouka HEpeImTelib-
HO OIVISHYJIACh U TYT K€ BCTPETUJIACH C BONPOIIAIOIIMM U, KaK
BCEI/a, MPOHUYHBIM B3[JIAIOM noapyru. Her, ona He yiiner, aa-
K€ €CJIM MAaJIKOW rHatTh. Jlepol pelurTesbHO BHIIPSIMUAJIACH: OHA
UCTIOJIHUT CBOIO MEUTY U CTaHeT BeJMKUM acTpoHoMoM! U Hau-
HET CBOM ITyTh MPsIMO ceryac. Tenepp Bce UBMEHUTCH.

[TyTb K cnaBe OBUT HEAOITHM: TOJIBKO IEBOYKA KOCHYJIACh O -
’KaMIIero Cyyka, 3aropakMBaloLIero er MyTh, Kak TYT XKe C JIer-
KMM BU3TOM OTIIATHYJIACh U, COMB C HOT' ACIO, IOKATUJIaCh BHU3
10 KOJTIoueMy CKJIOHY. Jlaxe 3TOoro HeOOJBIIIOro TOTYKA MO BETKE
TYT K€ LIeTbI0, IOTPECKHBasi, MPOOEKATO MHOKECTBO JEKTPH-
YyecKux pa3psAnoB. OKa3aBIIMCh HEMHOTO BHU3Y IEBOUKH BCTpPE-
TWJIUCh B3MJISIJAMU U, €/1Ba ke Acsl coOpanach BHOBb IPOYUTATh
HpaBOyYeHHe, Kak 00e 3aMepiIH, BHITApAIIVB IJIa3a APYT Ha ApY-
ra ¥ crapaschb He Apllarh. B pouie, jomas cyxue cydku, KTO-TO
OBICTPO 3alIeBETUICS.

Acst ObICTPO U OECTIOMOIITHO OrJisifenack, Ho Jlepoit yxe u ca-
Ma TOHSJIA: B CJIy4ae 4ero CKPbITbCS OHU HE yCIeloT. BHe3anHo
HIOPOX B pole 3aTux. JIeBouka nocrapanach yCIIOKOUTBCS, TITy-
OOKO BJIbIXasi BO3/IyX, HO TYT ke IMOIMEPXHYIACh: MOX0KE OT Ta-
KOro ycepAusi OHa BAOXHYJIA KOMapa, 3a YTO U MOoTy4usia moa3a-
THUIBHUK OT MOJPYTH.

— YCIoKo#cs, — HUKaK HE COOTBETCTBOBABILIMM €€ CJI0BaM Io-
JocoM mpoientana Jlepoi, — MoxkeT ObITh KTO-TO MPOCTO TOKE
3aMETHJ1 BCIBIIIKY U MPUIIIEN CI0Aa paHblle HaC.

W1 ona mon mpoTecTyommii cToH Acu OeCIIyMHO TOION3/a



BBEpX MO cKJIoHY. OJHAKO Tereph, KOrjaa Bce ee UYyBCTBa ObUIH
HaNPsOKEHBI, IEBOYKA 3aMeThiia Koe-4to enle. C KaxIbM MeT-
POM BHYTPH Hee HapacTajio Takoe OIIYIICHUE, YTO OHA TTPUOIIH-
kKaercs K YeMy-To OueHb... [opsuemy? MorHomy? Jlepor He
3HaJIA, KaK JIydIlle OTUCATh 3TO U yKe He oOpalasi BHUMaHUe Ha
OCTPBII CYXOW KaMBIIII, IAPATAIONINI PYKH, 3a0MBAIOIIYIOCS TTO]T
HOI'TU I'PsI3b U KAaKUX-TO HACEKOMBIX, TO U JeJI0 MPOOETaIoIInX
IO TeJIy: OHA IMPOCTO MPOJOJKaIa YIIOPHO MOJI3TH BBEPX, KaXKeT-
cs1, 3a0bIB O TOM, UTO OT BOJIHEHHSI HE JIBIIINT yke MUHYTY. Ha-
KOHEI| IEBOYKA OYEHb OCTOPOKHO, MOYTH CIMBIIKCH C 3EMJIEH,
BBICYHYJIa HOC: poIIia ObljIa TAKOH e HETOJBUKHOU U MOTYAJIH-
Boil. Eciu 310 fieficTBUTENBHO OBUT YeJIOBeK, TO IoYeMy OH He
BBIITIE]T M BOOOIIIE, KaK B TAKOKM ThMe Jep:Kajics Tak TUX0? Ubsi-ToO
pyKa oTBJieKJa JIepor OT pa3MbIIIUIEHUH, IPUTHYB €€ TOJIOBY K
3emiie, M1 Acs Terepp ykKe cama 3allypiuajia Brepea. J1o, Ka3a-
JIOCh, TIOJICTETHYJIO IEBOUKY: 3a0bIB O CTpaxe, OHa MOAHSIIACh BO
BECh POCT ¥ 0OOTHAJIA TIOAPYTY: MHCTUHKT MPOCTO HE TIO3BOJISLI
MOAYCTUTh KOTO-TO K LIEJIH.

Crapasich He 3aJieBaTh KYCThl U BETBH, OHa ITpoOUpaiach BCe
JaJibllie B pOIILy, Urpasi C caMoii co00ii HanieperoHKu (Acsi JaBHO
yKe OCTaJIach M03a/I1 U TEeTIEPb MYUYUTEIbHO MbITAJIACh OJJHOBPE-
MEHHO T03BaTh MOAPYTY U CAEIaTh 3TO KaK MOXKHO Tuie). Jle-
pOM He Cpa3y 3aMeTusIa, YTO CJIYYalHO COBCEM B OTKPBITYIO BbI-
6e’xasia Ha HOBOOOPA30BABIIYIOCS TPOTATMHY, O3aPEHHYIO HesiC-
HBIM TOTyO0oBaThiM cBeTOM. [locpenn 3Toro Kosblia AepeBbeB K
HEH CIIMHOM CTOSLT YEJIOBEK.



Bephee, Tak MOIIO moka3aTbcsl BHavYaJle, U3Jajieka, HO YeM
OoJTBIIIE IEBOYKA TIPUCMATPUBAIACH K 3TOMY JIBYXMETPOBOMY CY-
IIECTBY, TeM OOJIbIIIe TOHUMAJIA: 3TO COBCEM He 3eMJIsTHUH. BHe-
3aITHO OHO OTKMHYJIA KAMIOIIOH — CBET Ha MOJIsTHE CTal sipye — U
OMJISIHYJIOCh. Jlepoli Mo4yBCTBOBaJIA, Kak BCE €€ HYTPO OT BHUJA
9TOr0 CO3JaHUSI YXHYJIO KyAa-TO BHU3; CTIEPBa IJ1a3a MPUILEIUIIbI
XMIITHO OJTYX Q)TN TT0 MECTHOCTH, a TIOTOM MX B3IJISI/Ibl BCTPETH-
JIVCh.

B cnenyoiee MrHOBeHHE 3padkyl CYIIECTBA PE3KO CY3HIIUCh
JI0 BEPTUKAJIbHBIX, & POIILy OTJIACUJI BOILIb YKaca.



I'naBa 2. beccmepTHas

— Acs, 6eru! — 4To ecTh MOUYM BOIWJIA JIEBOYKA, OT CTpaxa He
YyBCTBYSI, KaK OOJIbHO HAAPBIBAETCS TOPJIO.

Ona u cama crenana ObIJIO HEJTOBKOE JIBMKEHHUE, COOMPAsICh
CKPBITbCSl, KaK TYT K€ MOCIBIIIAJICS JIETKUA OpPOX, U MHOILIA-
HETHOe HeuTo OyKBaJIbHO 32 MTHOBEHHUE OKa3aJIoCh psAoM. Ly-
xou ynap — u Jlepoit Henmpor3BOJIBHO CKPUBUIIACH OT OOJIH, CIIOB-
HO IIPUALINWIEHHAS KAMEHHOU PYKOU K paCKUAMCTOMY OPEXOBO-
My AepeBy Hemnonaneky. Korga crano sicHO, 4To BBIpBAThCsl HE
BBIMJIET, IEBOYKA YK€ B OTUYASTHUU BHOBb B3IVISIHYJIA ITPULLIETIbLY
B IVIa3a, ¥ B CJIEAYIONIYIO CEKYHIY OOMSIKJIA OT y’kKaca, TOBUCHYB
y HEro B pyKe TPAINUYHON KYKJIOU.

3TO CcylIecTBO, HaBepHOE, MOKHO ObUIO Obl Ha3BaTh YesloBe-
KOM, XOTSI U YeJIOBEUECKOro 3/1eCh ObUIO MeHbIIe Bcero. [ImH-
HbIE YIIIY CylIecTBa 10 (popMe HATOMUHAIM MaJIEHbKHE KPbLIbs,
a HOTH MTPEICTABIISLIA COOOH IMMPOKHE KOMBITA, TOKPHITHIE OT KO-
JieHa rycToil mepctbio. Ho Xyxke Bcero OblJIo He 9TO, a 3BePUHBIIA
OCKaJI U OCTpbIE KJIBIKH, KOTOPBIE SIBHO HE NIPEABELIAIN HUYETO
XOPOLLETO.

BHe3anmHo BTOpO# pyKOW CYIIECTBO MOTSIHYJIOCH K COOCTBEH-
HOM HOT€ U U3 KOKaHOTO KperieHus Ha Oefpe OecIryMHO BbITa-
o — Jlepoii mpoTecTyiolie MUCKHYJIa — TOHKHMA, OoJIbIIIe To-
XOKMI Ha MIVTY JUIMHHBIA KUHKaJ U IIPUCTaBUJIO €0 K TOpITy Jie-
BOUKM. MeTan oka3ajics Ha yIUBJICHUE FOPSYUM U HEBEPOSTHO



OCTPBIM: OHa JaXe CTapajach He MBIIIATh, YTOObI HE M30aBUThH
MIPUIIIENbIA OT HAIOOHOCTH CAaMOMY ee YOUTb.

Bce 310 mpou30II0 3a HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHH, a B CIEYIO-
IIYI0 CEKYH/Ty TOCIBIIIAJICS TPECK BETOK M JIEKTPUUECKUX Pa3-
PAIOB, MPOOETAIONIMX IO JIUCTHSIM, M Ha MPOrajiHy BhIOSKaIa
B3bepoieHHass Acsi. Ha ee nmiie sicHO 4nMTaioch: OHa U cama He
pelnuia, B Ty Jii ctopoHy nooexaia. Cyiectso u Jlepoii, oaHo-
BPEMEHHO TIOBEPHYBIIIME TOJIOBBI B CTOPOHY 3THX 3BYKOB, CHOBa
Pa3BepHYJIUCh APYT K JApyry. JleBoyka MouyBCTBOBAIA, UYTO TPs-
CeTCsI BCEM TeJIOM, & MOKpasi OfIe’k/Ja TOJIbKO CIIOCOOCTBYET ITO-
my. Kaxercsi, MHOIUIAaHETHOE HEYTO TOXE 3TO 3aMETHJIO, TIOTO-
My YTO BHE3AITHO €r0 BepTUKAJIbHbIE 3paYKK YyTh paccadieH-
HO paCHIMPHIIKCh, a YK — JIepol B31porHysia OT HeOKHUJaHHO-
CTU — BCIIBIXHYB CHHUM IIJIAMEHEM, TIPUHSUIN BIIOJTHE YelloBeve-
ckuii Bu. CrycTsi mapy MIHOBEHHI M HOXK OTIIPABUIICS OOPATHO
B KperuieHre. OHAKO «JOOBUYy» OHO HE OMYCTHJIO Ha 3EMIIIO,
BCE TaK e HaCTOPOXKEHHO Jepka Jlepoil Ha pacCTosIHUM OT ce-
0Os1, XOTs1 TeTIepb Ha 3BEPUHOM JIUIIE TIOUTH SIBHO YUTAJIACH HEYBe-
PEHHOCTb.

— AsbT rapH upT M3TTO Teppa? — HEMHOTO MOME/TUB HAYaJIo
CYIIECTBO.

Jlepoii cyopoKHO BBIIOXHYJIA: OHA U HE OKHJaJa YCIIBIIIATh
OT TaKOro 3Bepsi HEUTO YIeHOpa3/IeIbHOE.

—IIpocrute, He MIOHUMAIO, — TUXO ITUCKHYJIA OHA, BHUMATE]b-
HO CJIe/Is1 3@ BBIPAKEHHMEM ITPUIIIESIbIIA, OOSCh TOTO Pa303IIUTh.

OJHAKO CYIIECTBO MOHMMAIOIIE KUBHYJIO, TOTOM TIPHIILYPH-



JIOCh, BCTIOMHMHASI YTO-TO, ¥ BIIOJIHE BHSATHO MMOBTOPUJIO:

— BBl Begp MecTHBIE AeTeHBINHM, Tak? B cMbIciie, kuBeTe
TYT? — OHO TEpHEJIUBO KAAJI0, MOKa JIepor OTOMAET OT IIOKa,
BCE TaK )K€ BHUMATEJIbHO €€ pa3IJisiIblBasl.

— [-ma, — nouty mpomienTaia AeBOYKa, 4yBCTBYs, UTO Ha
Oonbliiee ee He XBATHT, M IIPOCTO 3aKpblIa I71a3a, Kak OyATO 3TO
MOIJIO ITOMOYb.

Cy11ecTBo, IpocieIMB 3a BCEM 3TUM, [TOKA4asio I'oJI0OBOM:

— Yro BBI 371ECH JIeaeTe nocpeay Houn? Jla eme Mokpbie? — B
XOJIOMHOM TOJIOCE TIOMHMO JIIOOOMBITCTBA CIBIIIAIICH M BOCIH-
TaTeJIbHble HOTKU. — MHE Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO CMEPTHBIE CIIAT MO HO-
YyaM... — 3aMETUB, YTO IPHU CJIOBE «CMEPTHBIE» [IEBOYKA y HEe
B PYKe CheKHIach ere Ooblie, OHO YAUBIEHHO 0OEPHYJIOCh K
TUXO MEPEMHUHAIOIIENCS HEMOAAJIEKY C HOTM Ha Hory Ace: — Yto
c Heu?

Ta 3akycuiia rydy, HEONpeIeIeHHO MOaB I1e4aMu:

— BbI epxure ee 3a 11€10 Haj 3eMJIel, 51 Noarai, — HeCMOT-
P Ha ApO’KaIlMM OT MCITyTra roj0C OHA HE yAepXkasack OT TOro,
YTOOBI HE ChSI3BUTh. — Y HAC TYT 3TO HE MPUHSTO.

Cy11ecTBO BAPYT U3AJI0 HETIOHATHBIN 3BYK — OHO, KXETCs, U
camo 3a0bUIO O PyKe, CKUMAIOIIEH peOeHKa — M aKKYpaTHO OITy-
cruiio Jlepou Ha 3emmio. Jlake NONBITAIOCh OTPAXHYTh JEBOYKY,
ere 60JIbllie pa3MasblBasi 0 MOKPOW OJEkK/e TPYXY U Maxy4ui
OPEXOBBII COK.

— Ilpormty mporreHusi, — BUHOBATO MPOOOPMOTAJT MHOTUIAHE-
TSIHWH, — £, 110 IIPaBJie rOBOPsl, IPUHsIA BAac 3a MOCBUIbHBIX Be-



Hepbl. [lymMana, OHM HakOHElU-TO HAayYMJIMCh HAaHUMATh IIITHO-
HOB-KapJIMKOB, a He KaK OOBIYHO. . . — OHO 3aITHYJIOCh, IOHSIB, YTO
COOJITHYJIO JIUIITHETO.

A 110 AeBOYeK BHE3AITHO JOILIO: CO3/IaHue Tiepel HUMU Obl-
JI0 keHIuHou! MoXeT, Jaxe MOJIOAOM JIEBYLIKOM, Cys IO ee
HEJIOBKMM YKMMKAM C MPETEH3UEN Ha B3pOCIOCTh. Jlepon naxe
MPUOTKPbLIA IJ1a3a, CTApasiCh JIydllle €€ PaCCMOTPETh, U TYT ke
corjiacuiach cama ¢ COOOM: J1a, YeJIOBEUECKOrO TYT ObUIO MEHb-
11e Bcero!

[MepBoe, uTO OpOCATOCH B IJ1a3a — 9TO SIPKOE HEOHOBOE CBEYe-
HUe, OT/alIlee TYMaHHOW CUHEBOM, OYy/ITO JIbIOIIEeCs] U3HYTPU
ee KWJIMCTOro, CJIOBHO UCCYIIIEHHOTO, Tesla. BMecTo Hor — HeBe-
POSITHO TOJICTBIE KOIIBITA, OT KOJICHAa MOKPBITH OMPIO30BOM TY-
CTOM 1 IMHHOM mepcThlo. Y HakoHer (Jlepoyt He ynepikanach 1
axHYJIa): OrPOMHBIE CEPOBATO-TOTYOBIE OPJIMHBIE KPbUIbSI 32 CITH-
HOM, CJIOBHO BPYUYHYIO BbIpE€3aHHbIE U3 TOHYAUIIIETO, CJIETKa MTPO-
CBeuuBawllero kapua. Hacrosime kpbuibsi!

— Yt0-TO HE TaKk? — B3JIEpHYJIa KOPOTKYIO MPSAMYIO OpOBb Jie-
BYIIIKA, BHUMATEJILHO CJie/isl 3a OBICTPO MEHSIIOIIUMCS JIAIIOM
Jlepoii. HaBepHoe, MHOTUIAaHETSHKY, €C/i Obl OHA, KOHEYHO, KH-
Jla Ha 3emuie, Ha3BaId Obl a3MaTKOM M3-3a CXOXKHX JYepT JIIa. —
51 Bpozie He crITbHO TeOs1 IepKana.

— Bol nieratoras! — BbIZIOXHYJIA Ta BMECTO OTBETA M TOJILKO TO-
TOM MOHSIJIa, KaK TIyIo 3To 3ByYaso. He3aHakomMka oOepHyach ¢
TaKUM BHUJIOM, YTO OBUIO SICHO: 3TO IMOCJIETHEE, UTO OHA PACCUH-
THIBAJIA YCJIBIIIATD.



— [la, moxo:xe Ha TO, — MoKaJia Iie4aMu OHa.

Jlepoii 6pUT0 COOpaach CIIPOCUTH YTO-TO ellle, KaK BIPYT I0-
YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO ACs yK€ MUHYTY HACTOMYMBO AEPraer ee 3a
PYKaB.

— Ionm ka orcioga, — ene CIBIIHO MpoOopMOTaia OHa,
MPAYHO IS/l B CTOPOHY MPUILENIIBL. — KTO 3HaeT, 4yTo y amoii
B rosiope?

He3HakoMmKa cyzis 1o Bcemy BCe Cllbllajia, IOTOMY 4TO B Clle-
JOYIOLIYI0 CEKYHly 3pauky €€ CHOBA JIEPHYJUCH B HAIlPaBJICHUU
K BePTUKAJIbHBIM, 2 OPOBH COITUTUCH Ha TIEPEHOCHIIE:

— VYV TOYHO He crajia Obl s JIETETh B TAaKyIO JIajlb U3-3a Ka-
KHMX-TO CMePTHBIX Jeteil. He Oyny 3agep:kuBarh, — OHa Pe3KO OT-
BEPHYJIACh, B3JIEPHYB HOC C TAKUM BUJIOM, OyATO caMa Obljia He
TOJIBKO XO35IMKOM BCesl 3eMJIM, HO U JepXajla B IOBUHOBEHUU
HE OJIHY rajakTUKy. [JTyXoi TOMOT MAaCCHMBHBIX KOMBIT IO MpPHU-
TONTAHHOW M MOPOCIIEN PEIKUMHU ITyUYKaMH TPaBbl 3eMJIE 3ariTy-
IIWJIO IPOMKOe (pbIpKaHbe Acu. IHOIIIaHEeTSIHKA ero MOJTHOCTHIO
IIPOUTHOPUPOBAJIA.

— A... — cnoxBarwiack Jlepou, Korga cBe4eHUe MPUILIETHUIIbI
yKe MIOYTHU CKPBLIOCH 32 CTAPBIMU PEIKUMHU JIEPEBbSIMU, — BbI U3-
naineka, HapepHoe? J[[oiro 1oOupanuch? — OHa BIPUTIPBIKKY TO-
Oe’kaa 3a TOCThEH, MOITyTHO BHOBD €€ pa3IJisi/IbIBast v MoMevast
HOBbIE M HOBbIE JleTauid. HanpsikeHHOe )KUJTUCTOE TeJIO — BUJIEH
KaK/Ibld MYCKYJI, CJIOBHO HE3HAKOMKA HE €Jla YK€ MHOIO JHEW,
OJIeK/1a, TO JIA U3 PAHHETO CPEJHEBEKOBbS, TO JIU U3 AHTUYHBIX
BpEMeH, IepeTsTHyTasi pa3HOOOPa3HBIMU PeMeIlIKaMU U BepeBKa-



MU, ¥ HeOOJIbINas 3aMIIIeBasi CYMKa 3a CIIUHOM, HaBEpHOE, YTO-
Obl He MemIana npu nojere. VI oueHb HEPOBHO Cpe3aHHBIE KO-
POTKHE OUPIO30BBIE BOJIOCHI, CJIOBHO UX BTOPOIISIX OTPYOHIIN Of1-
HUM B3MaxoM Hoxa. Jlepoii criepBa yIMBJIEHHO B3METHYJIa Opo-
BU, HO TIOTOM pellIvJIa He JIe3Th C TAKUMH TJIYTIBIMHU PaccIipoca-
MHU: B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CeYac Mepe/l Her ropao BbIIIArMBajl CaMmbli
HACTOSIINIIA IByXMETPOBBIN MHOIUIAHETSIHUH, TaK YTO €ro Mpu-
Yyecka — MeHblIas u3 mpoosem!

— Hy s ObI He ckazana, 9To COBCEM YK M3/1aeKa, — YKJIOHYH-
BO OTO3BaJIach Ta, He cOaBss mary. — Jlerena daca Tpu, HaBep-
HOe, TI0 BallleMy BpeMeHH, eciii 6e3 OCTaHOBOK. XOTs1, cama To-
HUMaelllb, BbIIIIE CKOPOCTU CBETa BPeMsl ONPENesATh 3aTPyIHU-
TEJIBHO. . .

— Bpimie ckopoctu cBeta?! — rpoMKo mepeduia JIeBOUKa, 3a-
CTaBUB TOCTHIO TIOMOPIIUTHCSA. ['0JI0Ba KPyKMJIaCh OT COOBITUIA
MOCJIeIHErO Yaca: TEJIECKOIl, CUHMI IKeT, OKa3aBIIUICSI KOMe-
TOW, OKa3aBIIIENCsl WHOIIAHETSIHKOM, KOTopas ele U NepeBu-
raercs ObIcTpee camoro cBeta! — Hackonbko Bhirie?

— 9-3-3, — HEMHOTO PacTEPsIHHO Hayasia Ta, IBHO HE MOHUMast
TaKOTO Y/IMBJIEHUSI CO CTOPOHBI 3eMJISIHKU, — HAMHOT'O BBIIIIE. ..
HaBepHOe. YecTHO roBOpsl HUKOT/IA HE 3a/lyMbIBaJIach 00 9TOM, —
OHa JaXe YCMEXHYNach. — [TpocTO HYKHO pa3orHaThbCs Tak, 4To-
OBbI OTIepekaTh CBET, TOI/A Thl KaKk Obl HAYMHAECIIIL TIepeMellaTh-
Cs B MPOCTPAHCTBE BCE BPeMEHU U-U-H... B oOriieM, BHIISAUT
BCE TaK, Kak Oy[ITO ThI MPOCTO MCYE3 U MOSIBWICS YK€ B IPYrOM
MECTe, — 3alyMUYMBO 3aKOHUYMJIA TpUIIeniia. — Eciu roBoputs



BCJIyX, 3BYUHUT JOBOJIBHO CTPAHHO, MPABO CJIOBO. 3a0aBHO, YTO
ThI 00 3TOM CIIpaIBaeIlh, — OHA BAPYT BIIEPBbIE C HICKPEHHUM
MHTEPECOM B3IJISIHYJIA HA IEBOYKY, JakKe 3aMeJINIIA TIar, YTOObI
Ta CyMeJla HaKOHEII BBIITyTaTbCSl U3 KOPSABBIX BETOK U IOTHATH €€.

— A nokaxete? — 00sICh TIEpPEHTH IpaHb JO3BOJIEHHOTO B3MO-
muiack Jlepoii, Korja BHITpPSIXHYJIAa U3 BOJIOC BCe JMCThbs. — Hy
noxa-a-anyicra. IIpocto y Hac TyT Tyro ¢ 3Tum.

He3HakoMKa CO CHUCXOIUTENbHO YJIBIOKON MPUCIOHUIIACH K
Ommkaiinen abpukoce:

— He cmorma, naxe eciu Obl 1 XOTena: 34eCh MeCTa MaJioBaro,
YTOOBI TAK PA3TOHATHCS, — 3AMETHB, KAK CMYIIIEHHO MMOHYPUJIaCh
Jlepoii, oHa ynuBIEHHO MOAHSIA yIIM: — DU, Hy 4ero Thi? Her
B 3TOM HUYero HeoObYHOTro. 1 Mory aenaTh Bely u Mojydliiie.
TonbKO CKaXM Ka, — OHA BJPYT MpHUCENia HA KOPTOUKH, OKa3aB-
IMCh BPOBEHD C JIMIIOM 3EMJISIHKM (JIEBOYKA JJaKe MOIJIA MTOYYB-
CTBOBATh JIETKUI XMMUYECKUH 3amax, KaK MOCJIe JIETHEU rPO3bl,
UCXOISIIIMI OT Hee) U BHUMATENbHO B3IJIsSIHYJIA €H B IJ1a3a, — Mo-
yeMy Te0s1 3TO Tak nHTepecyeT? Trl ke mpocTasi cMepTHasl, pa3Be
He JJOJKHA JIyMaTh TOJIBKO O €/1€ ¥ BCe B TaKoM poje?

Jlepoii ¢ Tem ke ynuBIeHHeM HAKJIOHHWIIA TOJIOBY BOOK, HE Tie-
pecraBasi pacCMaTpUBaTh HE3HAKOMKY. DTOT MSTKHI, JIBIOIIHIA-
cs1 OT BCETO ee Tesa cBeT 3aBopaxuBai. Kak Oyaro ToHkas mo-
JIyIIpO3pavHasi Koka CKpbIBajia MO COOOW NENblid TAHITYIOIIHIA
yparas; B TOJICTBIX HUTSIX BOJIOC U CBEPKAIOIIMX JIbIUHKAX IOJTY-
OBbIX I71a3, KaXKeTcsl, TOXe MpoOeraiv UCKpbl. boske, Kakue riasa:
OHH TIOPAKaJIi CBOMM XOJIOZIOM M OCTPOTOM, 3aCTaBIIsIs 3a0bITh



000 BceM. [leBouka TOJIbKO ceiyac 3aMeTusIa, YTo CYIIECTBO He
MHTaeT.

— Bbl cunraere, 4To 3eMJIsIHE JyMAIOT TOJIBKO O €€ U BbIKU-
BaHUU?

— Tak ObIO paHbie, — 6€3 BCIKOrO CMYIIEHUs OTO3BAJIACH
MIPUILLIEITUTIA.

Jlepoii erme HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi, CIIOBHO 3arMITHOTHU3WPOBAH-
Hasl, HEOTPHIBHO CMOTpEJIA B €€ IJ1a3a, HO MOTOM BCE K€ MOPTHY-
JIa ¥ C TPYAOM TEPBOM OTBEJIa B3MJIsAL, TPENIOUTS CIIEANUTh 32 TH-
XO KOJIBIITYIIIUMUCS B CTAOOM HOYHOM CBETE KYCTAMU €KEBUKH.

— Pa3Be BHI He BUjIeIM BCe T€ OTHU TOPOJIOB Ha mojyieTe? —
MpoAOJIKaIa FTHYTh CBOE JIeBOUKa. — He Moriu ke He 3aMeTUTb.

— D710 MOrJI0 OHITh YTO YrOAHO, — TOXaJia IUleYaMu Ta U
HEOXXUIaHHO TIOJIHSJIACh Ha HOTH, Kak OyaTo To, uto Jlepoit oT-
BEPHYJIaCh, BBIBEJIO €€ U3 pa3ayMuil. — XOTs Obl KaKue-HUOYIb
PEJIMTMO3HBIE KOCTPHBI: CJBIIIAIA, Y JTI0/Iel BEPA B TAKUX, KAK Mbl,
B IIOUeTe.

— Kak BoI?

— B OGeccmepTHBIX, — KOPOTKO KMBHYJIA HE3HAKOMKA, U XKe-
CTOM OCTAHOBMJIA MTOCJIEAYIOLIME BOMPOCHL: — Y MEHsI O4YeHb MHO-
ro JIeJ1, U s He eJla U He CaJia YK€ HECKOJIbKO MecsueB. Moy no-
MO MaJIbIIIIKA: BaM, 3eMJISTHAM, JIOCTYITHO JJaJIeKO He BCe.

— Mewns 30ByT Jlepoii, — m10xo ckpbiBasi 00Uy, FPOMKO OTO-
3Bajiach oHa. Ho mpuilienuiia HUKaK Ha 3TO He TpopearupoBaia,
MIPONOIIKAST YAATSATHCS BIIIYOb POIIIH.

Korna He3HakoMKa yxe OTOIllIa Ha MPUIMYHOE PACCTOSTHUE,



K JIEBOYKE C3a/I1 He crela npuonu3miach Acs.

— CrpaHHas OHa, — XMbIKHYJIA ITOAPYra. — A 3Haelllb, 4To ca-
MO€E MHTEPECHOEe? — He I0KJABIIKNCh OTBETA, ACSl TPOAOJIKIIIA: —
To, 4TO HaM BCe PaBHO HUKTO HE MTOBEPUT.

Jlepoii MejieHHO NoKayvasa roJoBoi, MPUCTYIIMBAsCh K MUP-
HOWM HOYHOW THIIHMHE. Bech cTpax, BOJIHAMM HAKaThIBAIOIIWA
BECh MOCJIEIHUMN Yac, yJercsi BMECTe C a3apTOM OT HOBOM Ha-
xonKu. OcTanoch JHIb JOCaJIMBOE HOIOIIee YyBCTBO, Kak Oy/I-
TO MPSIMO B 9TOT MOMEHT y Hee OTOMPAIOT IIaHC HA4yaTh HOBYIO
*u3Hb. Hacrosmun npuinenen. [Hogymars Toneko! Teneps mup
KazaJics JUIS IEBOUKU yXke HaMHOTro Oojiee MPOCTOPHBIM, U OH
HUKOT/A yXe He cTai Obl npeskHuM. U ecnu ceiiuac He3HAKOM-
Ka yHJeT HaBceraa, To ei, Jlepoii, TOIbKO U OCTAHeTCsl, YTO BCIO
OCTaBIIYIOCS XW3Hb BCIIOMUHATH 00 3TOM YIWBUTEJIBHOM CITy-
4yae 1 ¢ TOCKOM CMOTpeTh Ha 3Be3/bl. Jlerenanbl He aranu! Ho ec-
JIM ceryac OHA YIYCTUT CBOM ILIAHC, TO BCIO OCTABUIYIOCS JKU3Hb
OydeT 4yBCTBOBaTh ceOs OMMHOKOM M3-3a TOTO, YTO MX IUIaHe-
Ta MPOJIOJIKAET OBITh MOKUHYTOM BBICIIIMMU TOJILKO M3-32 HeTIpa-
BUJIBHO CJIOXKUBIIIErOcsl MHeHUs. JleBouka riyOOKO B3/I0XHYJA
MPOXJIAIHBIM YCIIOKAWBAIOIIMI HOYHOM BO3/1yX MOl HETOHUMAIO-
IeM B3mIs110M noapyru. Hamo Obu1o B34Th ce0s1 B PyKH U JIeNaTh
BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI HE YITYCTUTDb TaKOi He3Hakomy. [liist Ha-
Yajia HerIoXo ObUIO OblI MOKa3aTh ceOsl TOCTEPUUMHON X031 -
KOH Ha 3TOM IIaHeTe.

— Hapno noruats ee, — TMXO, HO OTYETJIMBO, TporoBopuJa Jle-
POM.



Acs axk TONHYJIAa HOTOM OT JOCa/ibl, C TPOMKHUM TPECKOM CJIO-
MaB KaKOM-TO CTapbIA CYK:

— 3auem? OHa ke nbiTanach Teds youts! [Ja 1 BooO1e, 4to
Thl MOJKEI1Ib MPEJIOKUTD MPUIIETIbILY, KOTOPbIM, KAK OHA YTBEP-
JKJIAET, JIETAET M0 raJlakTUKaM Ha pa3-aBa’?

— Hourner u eny, — ¢ Jerkoit yJisiOKoi oTo3Baiachk Ta. — Houb
XOTb U TeIlIasi, HO CIIaTh €M SIBHO MPUAETCSA Ha 3EMIIE.

BHeszanHo nogpyra 3aropoauiia el Jopory:

— Twt utO, ee gomoi Bectu codpanaces?! C yma coruia?

— Ox, 1a KOHe4uHO HeT. Kak, Thl Tymaellib, OTpearupyor mama
C marou? — pa3IpaxeHHO OTMaxHyJjach OT Hee Jlepoi, ¢ Tpeckom
MIPOIMPasiCh HAMPOJIOM CKBO3b KoJoure Kycthl. — [locesio ee B
HallleM JOMMKE Ha JiepeBe. Tam cyxo u marko. U eapr nocrany.

— 9TO ¥ MO AOMHUK TOXE, MEKIY IPOUYNM, — THXO OypKHYJIa
oHa Bcieq. — Jla, MHOIUTAHETSHUH — 3TO, KOHEYHO, OYEHb KPYTO
Y BCE TAKOE, HO HE CTOUT Tak BOT Cpasy...

— JloBepsATh KOMy-TO. { 3HaI0, — ynBIOHYIAaCch cede Mo HOC
neBouka. — TBost modumas ppaza! CMOTpH Ka: yKe U 5 BRIy UrJIa.

— He Haio MHe roBOpUTD O MPEIB3SITOM OTHOLIEHUH K OKPY-
KawomMm, — Acs caenania BUj, YTO OOHM[eNach, TOJIBKO YTOOBI
CHOBA HA4aTh YUTATh HOTALIUU: — DTO HE 51, MEXKAY IPOUUM, CEi-
Yyac X04y HUCHOJNB30BaTh KMBOE Pa3yMHOE CYILECTBO, KaK CBOU
NPOITYCK B BOJIIIEOHBI MUP C... C Marued M pagyKHbIMU TIO-
HU, — OHa TMOMbITAJIACh U300pa3uTh rosoc Jlepou, — Tak u oOu-
JE€Th MOXHO.

Tenepp 1eBOYKa YK€ BIIOJHE OTKPBITO XOXOTHYJIA:



— Ee o6uauims! OT npeaiokeHus MoyXuHaTh ellie HUKTO He
yMep.

B 31O0T MOMEHT OHM 00€ yke MOUYTH MPUOTU3UIINCH K He3Ha-
KOMKe, KOTOpasi B €JBa 3aMETHOM paCTepSIHHOCTH 03Mpaiach BO-
KpYT, CTOs1 B uucTOM Tosie. Pouuiia ocranach no3aau; 4yTh Mpo-
XJIAJHBIM BETEP KOJBIXAJ KYXJIYIO CTEMHYIO TPaBy, CHOBA CJIbI-
1IAJIOCh HEToJlaJIeKy neHue cBepukoB. M tuinmHa. [laxe noesna
HE TYJAT.

— 41 ne3opueHTHpoBaIaCh HEMHOI'O, — MPeyraana BOIPOChl
VHOIUIAHETSIHKA, KAXKETCsl, HEMHOIO CMyTUBIIMCh. — Ceiuac pas-
6epych. Koraa s npuzemisiiack, 31ech ObIJIO MHOTO 3TUX Peju-
T'MO3HBIX OTHEH, a TETeEPb. ..

— DTO He peJIMTMO3HbIe OTHU, a HaIll TOPO]I, — CJIeTKa HACTOPO-
KEHHO yCMexHyJach Acsi, moaxons Ommke. — Bel Korya nereny,
OTKJIIOUMJIM BCE MEKTpUUecTBO. Tak 4to Terneph OynaeM CUAeTh
B TEMHOTE, TIOKa HE TTOYNHSIT.

— Ilorogu ka, — Ta BIOPYT, KaK KOIIIKa, HAMPSKEHHO OCTaHO-
BUJIACh, CJIOBHO €€ BBIBEJIO U3 Pa3lyMHUH HAJOEHJIMBOE HACEKO-
Moe. — OTKIIounIm ymo?

— DIEKTPUYECTBO, — TEPIIEIMBO MPUHSAIACH OOBSACHATH AcH,
3aKkaTB 11a3a. — Hy 3To Kak Obl TOK YacTHUIl U MEKTPOMArHUT-
HOTO TOJIS: Y HAC €r0 UCTIONB3YIOT JUIA. . .

— 41 3Ha10, YTO TaKoe NMEKTPUYECTBO! — C JIETKUM pa3paxe-
HUEM BOCKJIMKHYJIa HE3HAaKOMKa. — Oronb MaHTH, OrOHb YUCTON
sHepruu, MoiHui! Kak cMepTHbIe cMOTIIA TTIOKOPUTH €ro?

—9-3-3...



— IlopasutenbHo! — OHa BIIPYT C OClIeHON CKOPOCTHIO Hava-
Jla pacXaKMBaTh B34/l Briepe[ Mo nomo. — CToIbKO MOKOPEHHBIX
cui! [Touemy AnHa Mapust HEKOr/1a He ToBopuJia 06 a3tom?! Kak
BbI 3TO czie1ayin? Bbl ke MpOCTO CMEPTHBIE, BbI JOTKHBI KOIATh-
Cs1 B 3eMJIE U BUCETh Ha JIEPEBbSIX, — OHA BJPYT OCEKJIACh, 3aMe-
TUB, C KAKUM CHUCXOAMTEJIbHBIM BBIPAKEHHEM CMOTPAT HAa HEe
«JIMKapu». — A TJOKaxXHTe.

— Kak? 41 e ckazana: Bbl Bce BRIPyOMITH K 4epTsimM!

Jlepoii nocrnenmia 3aKpbITh MOJPYre poT:

— OHa xoTesa cKkas3arb, 4TO Ballle IPU3EMJIEHHAE, FOCTIOXKA 3-3-
3... OYEHb CUJIbHO MOBJIMSIIO HAa HAIy CTaHIIMIO.

— 51 He 3-3-3, MeHs 30BYT iJIaja, — clierka yablOHyIach Ta, u
MPOTSIHYJIA IEBOYKE CYXYIO0 CHIIbHYIO PYKY: — By/eM 3HaKOMBbI.

— JlepoH, — mIyno pactsiHy/1a poT A0 YIIed OHA, HO HEMHOTO
CHMKJIA TOJ1 B3MJISA0M MOApyTu. U Bce ke BHYTPU YTO-TO MPUSIT-
HO 3aypyajo: Diaaa Oblia MepBoi, KTO He YIUBIISUICS €€ CTPaH-
HOMY JUIsl POCCHUICKOM I'TyOMHKHM MMEHU. A yX CKOJIBKO cama
JE€BOYKA HU MBITAIACH Y3HATh, 3a4EM €€ TaK HAa3BaJIM, POAUTEIN
BCErJa OTBEYAJIM, YTO HUYEro He MOMHST Ha 3TOT CYeT. — A 3TO
Acs. Bbl He cMOTpHUTE, YTO OHA TaKasi XMypasi — OHA Y HaC €XKUK.

— Her, s npocTo TyT eIMHCTBEHHBIN aJeKBAaTHBINA YeIoBeK! —
Cpa3y ke BCIBIXHYJIA Ta U I00aBUIa HAXMYPHBIIEWCS Diiaze: —
Be1 He yesnoBek.

DJu1a1a HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl IEpeBOAMIIA B3IJIs1[ C OIHOW JEBOY-
KU Ha JIPYTyI0, Kak OyATO YTO-TO MPUIIOMHHAA, 2 TIOTOM B3/I0X-
HyJa:



— JlagHo, moKa3bIBaliTe CTAHIIMIO.

Iogpyru nepemnisaHymucs.

— Jla oHa pasiekoBato otciofa. Moxer, mornpoOyere depes
BBIIKY? — Jlepold BOAPYT MOHsIA, YTO Y HEE CKPYTUJIO KHUBOT OT
BOcTOpra. Yro e WHOILTAHETSHKA coOpajiach Jearh?

A Dnnaga MexIy TeM IO YKa3aHUI0 ACH YK€ PEIIUTENIbHO
miaraja K OvKaiinei MeTaJsIMIecKoi orope, 3a4eM-TO pa3MHU-
Has pyku. Cyxas TpaBa pUTMHYHO MOXPYCThIBaJA IO €€ TOJ-
CTBIMM KONbBITAMU; IEBOYKU C JIETKOCTBIO MPOXOAWIN CJIEIOM,
OynTO Briepei HUX ObLT TapaH WM TPAKTOP.

— JIaBHO § TAKMMHM BelllaMM HE 3aHUMAaJach, — YyTh IpoMYE,
YeMm HaJlo, 3aMeTwia Jiulaja 4yepe3 1uedo. B ee romoce sicHO
CITIBIIIATIOCH BO30YKIEHUE, KaK OT MPEIBKYIIEHUsT XOPOIIIEro aT-
TpakuuoHa. — Hy, mocMoTpuMm, 4To TYT y Bac 3a Mayra.

Brpyr oHa pe3Ko packpbuia OIPOMHBIE KPbUIbSl U C JIETKUM
1IEJIECTOM MOJHSJIACh B BO3/1yX, MOIIYTHO CPEe3aB NEPbsIMU BCIO
TpaBy BOKPYT ceOsl; YIIIM CHOBA MPUHSUTU BUJ KpbUIbeB. JIUIIb
MHoOro nozxe Jlepoit goraganach, YT0 OHU IOMOTAJIM CHATh Ha-
NpsKEHUE C I1IeU MPU MoJeTe U 3allUINAIM ee OT MepeioMa npu
PE3KOM TOPMOKEHUHU.

O0e 1eBOYKM M3/1aJIM BOCTOPKEHHBIN BO3IJIac, HaOmoaas 3a
MIOTHUMAIOIIIEHCS BCE BBIIIIE U BBIIIIE TTPUINIENTUIIEH, Os1aro ee cBe-
YeHHe MO3BOJISLIO pasIIsIeTh Kak/10€ Majeiliee ABUkeHne. 3a-
METHB HEMPOU3BOJIbHbIE YIBIOKU HA JIUIAX JAeTe, AeBYIIKA U ca-
Ma cJlerKa yJablOHYJIach, a IOTOM Pe3KO CUKMPOBAIIA, C ITyMOM
IpoJIeTeB MPSIMO HaJl MUX roioBaMu. TYT ke 3aCBUCTEN B yIIax



yparas OoT MOIIIHBIX OPJIMHBIX KPbLIbEB, a TpaBa BOKPYT BCs pa-
30M IIpUMsLIach, Kak BO Bpems Oypu. Jlepoi, He 3amedasi Toro,
YTO OT YJIBIOKHW Y Hee yKe CBOIUT YEJIIOCTH, a IJ1a3a CIe3sITCs OT
BETpa, IIMPOKO paclaxHyB MX HaOmonana 3a diagon. Ta Ha-
CTOJIBKO ObLJTa Xy/IOW Y *KUJIMCTOM, YTO JIEBOYKA MOIJIA Jake 3a-
METHUTh KaK XOAST MBIIIIIBl Y HEE HA CIIMHE TIPU KaXJIOM B3Ma-
X€ ¥ TOPMOXXEHHH: JeBOYKA Kak Oy/ITO cama 4yBCTBOBasa TO ke
HanpsiKEHUE U YIOBJIETBOPEHME, KOI/Ia Y TOM MOJTy4ajoch TOYHO
COBEPIIUTH MaHEBD.

— Eme! ITokaxkute eme! — 4yTh He mpeIras Ha MECTe, 3aKpU-
yauna Jlepou. Toraa Dmiaga XUTPO, MOYTH KaK XUITHUK, TOCMOT-
peJia mpsiMo el B IJ1a3a, a B CJIeAyIollee MIHOBEHUE PE3KO HaJle-
TeJla Ha JIEBOYKY C3a]¥ U, TIOIXBATUB €€ TOJ] PyKH, ¢ OeleHon
CKOPOCTBIO B3MbLIA BBICOKO BBEPX.

I[one BO3Jie peku Ornacus rpOMKUI BOCTOP:KEHHBIM BU3T. Te-
nepb, KOrja riasza ee MpUBbIKJIM K HOUH, JIepon yxe BIoJHe sic-
HO BHjIEJIa 3eMJIIO MOJT COOOM, a OT TOro OBLIO eIlle CTpaIlHee.
3anax 030Ha Terephb CTal Ternepb HEBEPOSTHO CUJIbHBIM, BETEP
B yIIIaX CBUCTEJI C OIJTYIIMTEIbHON IPOMKOCThI0. Kaxercs, Oy-
TO DJIajia CrieIaIbHO JieTesia B IBa pa3a ObIcTpee, YTOOB HOTH
JIEBOYKM HE CBHCAJIM BHU3. B KakON-TO MOMEHT TpUILIEIHIIA BO-
IIUIa B IITOTMOP, HO TOJIbKO YCTPEMUBIIINCH BBEPX, & B CAMOIA BbI-
COKOHM TOUKE, KOTrJia KPbUIbsl PACKPBUIMCH TOCTATOUHO HIMPOKO,
BIIPYT OTITycTHIa Jlepoid, 1 OHU BABOEM KaMHEM IOJIETEeTM BHU3.

— Croit! [ Takoro He mpocuia! — B3BU3rHYJIA Ta, O0NTast pyKa-
MU Y HOTaMH, TOKa DJuiafa psiioM, CJIOBHO OT/IbIXasi HA KypopTe,



najiajga BHU3 roJI0OBOM, TJIOTHO CJIOXKUB KpbUbs. Koraa 1o 3em-
JIM OCTaBaJIOCh YK€ MeTpa TpH, NMPULIEIMLIA CHOBA MOAXBaTU/IA
3eMJISIHKY — Ta TOJIBKO U yCIiesa MpodeskaTh HOraMu o BO31yXY,
TOTOBSICh YNIACTh — & IIOTOM MSITKO OITYCTHJIA PSJIOM C ITOJPYTOW.
KaxeTcsi, MHOIIaHeTSIHKA U camMa X0XOoTaJa:

— Hy 4ro, TeOs1 ToXe mokarats? — yrepia oHa pyKu B OOKH,
C YAOBOJIbCTBHEM IJIsIIsl HA TIEPEKOILIEHHOE OT y)Kaca JIMLO ACH.
Ps110M CO BCKJIOUEHHBIMU BOJIOCAMU HA 3€MJIE, IOAXUXUKUBAS,
BasIsiack Jlepoi.

— Jlyuiie noynHUTE CBET, — CKpBIBasl APOXb B IOJIOCE, OTO-
3BaJIach Ta.

DJuiaa caMO0BOJIbHO XMBIKHYJIA, a B CJIEIYIOIIEe MIHOBE-
HUE CUJIeNa YKe NMOYTH Ha CaMOW BEPILIMHE MauThl, TaM, II€ CXO-
JUJIMCh TpoBoja. BHe3anmHo BO31yX BOKpYT CJIOBHO BECh 3aucC-
KPWJICS, CHOBA TOCJIBIIIATIOCh Xa0TUYHOE TIOTPECKMBAHKUE CBET-
JI0-TONMYOBIX Pa3psIoB, KOTOPBIE EBYIIIKA Aepikalia MpsiMo B Jia-
JoHsX. HeckonbKo MMPOKMX MOJTHUN YIAPUJIM B 3eMJTIO; IEBOY-
KM OTOeXkaad 4yTh Jajibllie, He CBOAS MOMYOCTEIUIEHHBIX IJ1a3
C OKPYKE€HHOU BCTbIIKamMu Djuiapl. Cerduac KOPOTKHUE BOJIOCHI
VHOIUIQHETSIHKY B3BUJIMCh, OYTO MCKPSIIUIACS OTOHb, KPbUIbSI
TOXE MOJIEPHY/IUCh JIETKUM TYMaHOM, M. ..

TyT Acs JIeroHpKO MOXJI0MNaa MOAPYTyY MO IUIedy, MoJIya yKa-
3bIBasi Ha ropof 3a ux cnuHamMu. OH muran. CJIOBHO KaKJbld
MEKTPUYECKUI MPUOOp B OIHO U TO ke BpPeMsi Ha MTHOBEHME
BKJIIOYAJICS, A TIOTOM CHOBA Iac. A B CJIEQYIOILYI0 CEKyHIy -
JlaJja HalpaBWJla MOJIHMM K IPOBOJAM: MUTAHHUE MPEKPATUIIOCh.



['opon cHOBa, Kak W paHbIIie, TPUBBIYHO BCTPEYal HOUHBIX ITPO-
XOXHMX OTHSIMM TEILIBIX JKEJITOBAThIX OKOH, 3aHABEIICHHBIX IITO-
paMu WM YCTaBJIGHHBIX [IBETAMH, PA0OTaIN TeJIEBU30PHI U TTPU-
eMHUKHU. [ 1e-To HermogaieKy BHOBb 3acTydal MO pesibcaM H 3a-
ry/ien Moe3 .

— MHoro y Bac TyT BCEero Takoro, — He3aMeTHO ITPU3EMIIAIIACH
3a UX CIIMHAMM JieByIIKa. — M 310 Bo Bcex ropojaax?

— ¥V Hac TyT NpOBUHIMSA, — IOUYEMY-TO TOPIO YILIOHYIach Jle-
POM, XOTSI YJIBIOKA BBINLIA HATSHYTAsS: IIIOK OT YBUJIEHHOTO eIlie
He mpoinen. — B cronmiiax ere 6oJbiie, — OHA HEKOTOPOE Bpe-
MsI MOJTYaJjia, a TOTOM 3aroBOpUJIa CHOBA, YK€ COBCEM HEYBEPEH-
HO: — DJulaja... A 3a4eM Bbl PUJIETEIN Ha 3eMJTI0?

Ta BHUMATEIBHO TIPOCIIE/INIA 32 JIUIIOM JIEBOYKH, CJIOBHO 00-
JYMbIBasi WJIM BCLIOMUHAS YTO-TO.

— He 3Haio0, cToUT 711 BaM 3TO TOBOPUTH, — OHA JKECTOM OCTa-
HoBMJIa Jlepoil OT paccrpocoB: — HET, MpaBja. JTO /IO rocy-
JAPCTBEHHOM BaKHOCTH, O TAKOM HE TOBOPAT C JIETHMHU.

— Tem Oosee ¢ KAKUMU-TO CMEPTHBIMU JIETEHBINIAMH, a7 —
CapKAaCTUYHO TOJIKHYJIA B OOK moApyry Acsl.

DJuiaaa nojxana ryosl.

— Ox, Hy, €c/li TOBOPUTb HE MPSIMO, TO... — OHA 3alyMaJsach,
B3BEIIMBas KaXkJI0€ CJIOBO: — MHe HaJlo HalTH OECCMEPTHYIO, KO-
TOPYIO 51 COBCEM HE XOUy UCKaTh, YTOOBI OHA UCTIONHSIA TO, YeTO
JefaTh He yMeeT, 4TOObI [IOMOYb TeM, KTO MPEAToyest ObLl, 4To-
OBl sl HUKOT]A HE BEPHYJIACh.

— Xopoiiiee 3aHATHE, YTO CKa3aTh, — YXMbUIbHYJIACh B OTBET



Acs, noka Jlepoii mbITasiach OCMBICIUTh CKazaHHOe. — [1aBHOe,
TIOJIE3HOE.

— Ha camom fiesie 3By4uT HEMHOTO TPYCTHO, — TUXO MPU3HA-
Jlach IeBOYKa, CHOBa 00sich 00uaeTh itaay. — Ho pa3 yx Ha To
TOIILIO, — OHA BAPYT 000APUIIACh, OOEPHYBIIHCH 32 TIOACPKKON
K [OJIpyTe, — Bbl TOBOPUJIM, YTO HE €JIM M HE CMAJIU YKE HECKOJIb-
KO MecsLeB. [JoMoii 1 He MOTy Bac MPUBECTU: POJUTEN HE MOU-
MyT. Y Hac TyT HE3HaKOMIIEB He *kaiyioT. Ho 3ato y Hac ¢ Acen
€CTb XOPOIIIMI JOMUK Ha jAepeBe. MokeTe TaM MepeHoueBaTh, a
1 eIl IOCTaHy.

DJulafa Kperko 3alyMalach, NepeBois B3IVIAL C OIHOU Je-
BOUYKM Ha Apyryio. BHyTpu Hee kak Oyaro 1uia 60proa:

— He 3naro. ¥V meHs kaxplii ileHb Ha cyery. Her BpemeHun
IIPOCTO CIIATh.

— IlaBaiite, — npuHsIIach yMoJAATh ee Jlepou. — Bee paBHO HO-
Ybl0 Bbl MHOTOTO He JJ0ObETECh: HOUbIO BE/Ib BCE CIIAT!

JleBy1ika B3aepHyaa OpOBb, Kak Obl HAMEKAasi HA HUX CaMUX.
Ho norom Bce xe B3goxHyna:

— JlagHo. MoOKeT, pacckakere MHe YTO-HUOYIb MOJIe3HOe, — U
HEYBEPEHHO [IBUHYJIACh CJIEJIOM 3a JEBOYKAMHU.

W3 cuactimBoro Hactpost Jlepoit nocnenmna BHIOUTb Acsl, TU-
XO HAKJIOHMBILIUCH K €€ yXY:

— Houblo oHa HUYero He 100beTCsl, TOBOPUIIL. A Thl TyMaa
O TOM, KaK OoHa OyJeT XOAUTh 1O FOPOy JAHEM?



I'maBa 3. OgHa npocras cka3ka

— Bor, 106po noxanoBars, — Jlepoii ¢ ynblOkol yKa3aia Ha
PACKUIVCTHINA TyO, TOCAKEHHBIHA ee MparparnpajieIynKkol MHO-
rO-MHOTO JIeT Ha3aj. Tam, cpeu MbIIHON TEMHO-3EIEHOM JIUCT-
Bbl BBIPHCOBBIBAJICS JOCTATOYHO IIPOCTOPHBIM JIEPEBSAHHBIN J10-
MUK C pa3HOOOpa3HbIMU JIECTHUUKAMM, KaHATAMH U KaYeJISIMU. —
Moi1 u ee nana cziesiaiy, — OHa ¢ TOpIOCThIO KMBHYJIa Ha AcIo.

— Hemoxo, — mouty Terio ynaelOHynach Duiana, OKUIbIBAs
B3[JISLIOM MIOCTPOUKY. — HEKOTOpble MOM 3HAaKOMBIE UCKPBI TyLTY
Obl IPOZIAJIM 32 TAKOE.

— Acb? — noBropuIa Acs cBoe (pupMeHHoe BbipaxeHue. — Mc-
KpbI?

— Jla, — moxaJia rjieyamu JIEBYIIKA, CJIOBHO HE CKa3asla HU4e-
ro HEOOBIYHOTO. — Hapoy OeccMepTHHIX. O HUX HEYaCTO MOXKHO
YCJIBIIIATh: MHOTHE CUMTAIOT UX KEM-TO BPOAE MPHUCIYTH CBOUX
coszaresien.

— Ja uto 3a GeccmepTHble Takue? — Acsl ycTaso npucesa Ha
TUXO CKPHUITHYBILIME BEPEBOYHBIE KAue/ll U 3aKPYTUJIA BEPEBKU
CIUpaJIblo, 1oKa Jlepoii MeIeHHO Jie3/1a BBEPX I10 CTBOJY.

— B cMmpicnie «uTo 3a 6eccMepTHBIe» ?! — yike TPUrOTOBUBIIIA-
sics 3a6UpaThCs ClieloM DJUIaja TaK U 3aCThUIa B MOMYIIPUCSTE U
HIOYTH OCKOPOJIEHHO 00EpHYJIach K IEBOYKE. — DTO 110Xl Iy T-
Ka.

— OHa He UIyTUT, — ITyX0 OTO3BaJIach OTKYAA-TO CBEPXY Jle-



POH, a CJIEAOM C OTKPBITON «BEPaH/Ibl» CBECUJIACh U OHA cama. —
¥V Hac TyT 0 Takux He ciplman. Kerartu, 3By4uT HEMHOIO 3-3-
3...

— CaMOI0BOJIBHO, — YYTHBO NOJCKa3aJla €1 MOAPYTa, BEIPA3U-
TEJIbHO KMBasl DJUIaa U MOMYTHO PaCKPy4YMBasCh Ha Kauyellsx.

Ta He ynepxayach M BO3MYILEHHO (pbIpkHYJIa. [ToroM, Kak HU
B YeM He ObIBaJIO, CHOBA IpHCENa M, C CUJIOH OTTOJKHYBIIIHUCH,
OIHMM JIBUKEHHMEM 3alpbITHYJIA HA JIEPEBAHHYIO BEpaHAy, IIpU
3TOM HaJIeJIaB TOpa3/io MEHbIIE IIyMa, YeM MOXHO OBUIO OXH-
JaTh OT TAKOW IPOMA/MHBI.

— IloHTBI, — OypKHYJIA CHU3Y JI€BOUKA.

— He noHTsI, a2 HaIOOHOCTD, — HA3UJATEILHO OTO3BAJIACH CBEP-
Xy Diiajga, BUAUMO, o0aaBIiast 3aBUAHBIM ciiyXxoM. — [TocmoTt-
Y Ha MOM CaIlorv, — OHAa CBECUJIA BHU3 TOJICTHIE OKPYTJIBIE KOIIBI-
Ta, OKPBIThIE TYCTHIM MEXOM OT KOJIEHa, — B HUX OY€Hb YA0OHO
NIPU3EMJIATBCS U XOOMTB 110 TOU K€ TPaBe, HO He Ja3ars. [Ipuxo-
JWTCS TPBITaTh, — OTOM 0OepHysach K Jlepoit: — Tak kak 310:
HE CIIBIIIATN O OECCMEPTHBIX ?

Ta ycenach Ha HEOOJBIIION JIABOYKE, YCHITAHHOW OMABIIIUMHU
OT >XKapsl JIMCTbSIMU M BUHOBATO TOXkaJIa MJI€YaMU:

— Oy, a 9-T0 gymMasa, 4To 3TO y BaC HOTU TaKHeE. A, Hy Tak
BOT: TaK MOMy4MI0ock. He moMHI0, 9T06B BOOOIIE KTO-HUOYIH O
HUX TOBOPUIL

Dnafga HeJOBEpYMBO HaxMypuiachk. BooOie cozpaBanoch
BIIEYATJIEHUE, YTO XMYPUTHCS — ITO ETUHCTBEHHOE, UTO OHA YMe-
er. Ho Jlepoit Obl10 He MpHUBHIKATh: ee JydIlas moapyra Acs u



cama ObLJ1a TaKOM.

— Jla O6bITh Takoro He MokeT! Bcio KM3Hb CMepTHBIE HaM TO-
KJIOHSUTUCh, CUMTAJIU, — OHA CJieJlajia pyKaMy HAaUuT PaHHO-MUCTH-
YeCcKUi KecT, — Ooramu. Mou ponuyu Jaxe MpaBWIM UMU, Ha-
CKOJIbKO MHE M3BECTHO, 1a U HECKOJIBKO APYTMX CEMEUCTB TOXKE.

— Cenyac 310 JeJI0 He OYEHb PACIPOCTPAHEHO, — CHOBA I10-
’Kajia TiedaMy OHa, OTKUHYBIIIKUCH Ha CIIMHKY CKaMbH M 3aIlpo-
KUHYB TOJIOBY, IJIs1[is HA SIPKUE 3BE3/bl HaJ T'OJIOBOM, UYTO IPO-
OupaTuCh J1a)ke CKBO3b MBIIIHYIO KPOHY JiepeBa. — M Bbl Bujienu
ux BONM3M?

— Koro «ux»? — HenmoHmMarolle noBepHyJiach K Hell Dsuiaja,
HO IMOTOM Ipocjieuia 3a ee xectoM: — A-a-a... Tel po 370. [a,
MHOTH€ XUBYT Ha HUX.

—Yero?! — Jlepoii IepHYJIaCh Tak PE3KO, YTO UYyTh HE CBEPHYJIA
ceOe 11€eo.

— A 4TO B 3TOM TaKoro? — He MOHsLJIa Ta €€ YIUBJIEHUS. — DTO
JUIs Bac 3BE3[Ibl SIPKUE, a [IJIs1 HAC OHU — MPEKPACHOE MECTO, T
BCEI/Ia TEIIO, CBETJIO . .. CyX0. Ecim moTpynuThCesi, MOXKHO J1axke
BBIpAIIIMBATh TaM YTO-HUOYIb JUIS1 CKOTA.

— bpen kakoin! — tenepp yxe u Jlepoit kocuiack Ha Diiaay ¢
HesoBepueM. Jla, MOJIEThl Ha KPbUIbSIX U YITPaBJIEHHE MOJTHUSMU
elle Ky/Ja HU 110, HO JKU3Hb Ha 3Be3fax. — He MoxkeT HU4ero
Ha HUX PacTH.

«beccMmepTHast» TONBKO MOXana IJIeYaMu, MOJI, HE BEpUTE U
HE HAJI0, ¥ C UHTEPECOM IMPOJIOJIKUIIA OMIsIABIBaTh AJOMUK. A Jle-
POM TOJIBKO CENYac BCIIOMHUIIA, 3a4EM OHM 37€ECh!



—Taxk, Hy, BbI pacronaraiTech, a s e[ipl IPUTAIILy, — OHA HEJIOB-
KO Y TOPOILTMBO NIEPEMUHAIACH C HOTU Ha HOTY. — Bam oK poriku
WJIA NTMpora Jyyiie?

Ta oTBena B3I, Kak OyATO el CTajio HEJIOBKO:

— A 4TO-HUOY/b C IBUKYIIEHCS SHEpruen ecThb?

JleBOUKY HEJOYMEHHO TEePEeryIsSHYIHCh.

— Hy, uro-To, 4TO HegaBHO Gerano?

— Ox, 1a TOBOpHTE MPSAMO, — MOUTH paccepansiach Acs, JOB-
KO 3a0upasich Ha JepeBO. — Mbl He TaKKe UCKYIIeHHbIe B «Oec-
CMe-e-epTHBIX» JIeJlaX, — €€ OUeHb pa3Apaxaso To, 4To Jiaaa
HasbIBasa ce0s1 OOroM.

— Xouy msica. Celporo, — IIyxo OTYeKaHWIa Ta, CMOTPS Jie-
BOYKE IPAMO B I71a3a. — Ecim Her, To MmoKaxkute MHe, Ha KOro
TYT MOXHO OXOTUThCSI.

Jlepoii, uia noaep;kKy, CHoBa MoBepHYJIa HEMHOT'O UCITyTaH-
HOE JIMIIO K MofApyre. JTa MHOIJIAHETSHKA, TIOX0Xke, OblIa B Mps-
MOM CMBICJIe TUIOTOSITHAsI. XOPOIIIO eIlle MOKa Ha HUX He CMOT-
pesia, Kak Ha Y)KUH.

— V¥V Hac ceiiuac Msca Her.

Acs u3nana TepnesivBbIi B3JI0X:

— JlagHo... — ¢ Ha)xkuMOM Tpou3Hecaa oHa. — JlagHo. Tonbko
OOBSICHATH MOEH MaMe, 3a4eM MHE B TPU Yaca HOUM MOHAIO0M-
JIOCh CBIPOE MSICO M3 MOPO3UJIKH, OyAelib Thl, — OHa HE3aMETHO
HaKJIOHWJIaCh K yXy MoApyru: — Bce 310 OblIa TBOA uzaes! Bot
cama M OyJelb CMOTPETh, KaK OHA IMbEeT KPOBb! — U C IIyMOM
CIIPHITHYB HAa MSTKYIO TPaBY Ha JIyXKalKe repes] HeOOIbITNM, HO



YXOKEHHbIM, YACTHBIM JJOMOM, HallpaBUiach BHYTPb.

Dn1afa MpoBOAMIIA €€ HEOHOOPUTEIbHBIM B3IVISI0OM. 3PavKy
CHOBA CJIEJIAJIUCh OCTPBIMHU.

— OHa MHe HallOMUHAET KOe-KOro, — 3a4eM-TO BCIIyX MPOU3-
Hecsia OeccMepTHast, MPOAOJIKas HEMUTAIOIIUM B3IJISIIOM CMOT-
PETh B CTOPOHY TEIUIBIX KEJITHIX OYEPTaHUM OKOH, 32 KOTOPHI-
MU ceryac TO U A€JI0 CHOBAJIM TeMHbIE (PUT'YPKH €0 JKUTEJIEeH,
Y TpBI3yILAasl TOCKA, KOTOPYIO OHA TaK JI0Jr0 3a/1aBJMBajia BHYT-
pU, CHOBA OTpa3Wjiach B XOJIOJHBIX OCTPBIX IJla3ax, celyac Ka-
3aBIIHXCS KEITHIMHU.

— To ectp? — He cpa3y orpearupoBaia Jlepoi, Toxe norpy-
3UBLLIASICS B MBICJIH.

— Ha Huuero takoro. ITpocto onHa 3HakoMasi, — BCE CJE/Ibl
I'PYCTH Pa30M COILLIM C €€ JIMLa. DJUIa/ia BHOBb IIPUHSJIA CEPhE3-
HOE€ BbIpaxkeHue: — Bbl ocieHue roga Tpyu HUYEro CTPAaHHOTO
HE 3aMevain? — C TUIOXO CKPbIBAEMOM HAJEKA0M B royoce IMo-
CrieluIa CMeHUTh OHa TeMy. — BooOiie uTo-HuOy/Ib ?

— EnvHCTBEHHAs CTPaHHOCTh 32 BCIO MOIO JKU3Hb — 3TO BbI, —
HEMHOTO pa304apOBaHHO YJIBIOHYJIACh IEBOYKA [TYHOH BOCTOP-
’KEHHOM YJIBIOKOM. Kautb, YTO OHa HUYEM He CMOXKET TOMOYb T'0-
CTbe.

C enBa yJIOBUMBIM ILIEIECTOM OTOPBAJICA OT BETKH JIUCT. Bpo-
1e Obl HYero HeoOBIYHOTO, HO OTYEr0-TO 00€ MOJT4a HAOIoIaIN
3a ero NnajJicHueM, Kaxercs, Aaxe 3ajaepxas aApixanue. Korga tor
MpoJieTall KaKk pa3 Ha YPOBHE [J1a3, DJiajia JIerKo MoayJia Ha JIu-
CTOK — TOT OOpaTUJICS TOMyObIM OTHEHHBIM CIIOJIOXOM, H CITYCTSI



MTHOBEHHE BO3JIyX CHOBa ObLT YHCT. BeccmepTHast ¢ XUTPhIM BbI-
paXEHUEM IJ1a3 CJleIniia 32 U3MEHUBIIMMCS JIMIIOM 3EMIISTHKH.

— Bcio %u3Hb MeuTasna 0 4eM-To... TakoMm! — BbIIoXHYa Jle-
PO, caMa TOro He OCO3HaBasl, HaYaBIllasi TOBOPUTH IIEMOTOM. —
N mHoro Bac Takux? Ynpasisiionux MOJTHUSIMUA?

DJu1aja NIOYEMY-TO OYEHb Pa3BECEIMIACh ITOMY BOIPOCY:

— O pa! Takux, KaK s, IpeJOCTaTOYHO! — BU/s HEIOHUMA-
Iollee JIMIIO JEBOYKM, OHA 3acMesiach ernle Oosbie. [Ipu aTom
yJIbIOKA BCE PABHO BBIXOAMJIA HEMHOTO HaNpsiKeHHAsl U HeyBe-
peHHasi, CJIOBHO yJbiOanach OeccMepTHast peaKo. — Tl Takas 3a-
OaBHas1!

- M-M-M...

OtBetutsh Jlepoil He ycriena: Mociplaics CTyK OTKpblBae-
MOW HACTE€Xb JIEPEBIHHOM ABEPH, U3-3a KOTOPOU BO JBOP TYT
e yIapui spKui cTosd CBeTa, a BCKOpE, CTapasiCh He 3araykaTh
MOCKHUTHYIO 3aHaBECKY, Ha YJIUIIE MOKa3aylach Acsi C yBECUCThIM
cBepTKoM B pykax. lllypia rpaBuemM, oHa modexana rnpsmo Je-
pe3 IPSAKU K JIepeBYy.

— Bort, — 1eBoYka BHOBb HamycTHJIa Ha ceOsi CypOBBIN BUJI,
MpOTATHUBAs DJIaje CBEPTOK, HO cama 3aduparbes He crana. —
y&e crarh Obl ToIIa, — OHA MPOHUYHO MOHs1a 6poBu: — Hane-
10Ch, MsICa sl TIPUHECIIa TOCTaTOYHO, U BB He Oynete ecThb Jlepoii?

BeccMmepTHast ockopOJIeHHO B3JIepHYJIa MOAOOPOIOK:

— Hukapwu 37ech Bbl, a He si! Mbl He equm Tex, komy Coszna-
TeJIb JapOBaJl CO3HAHUE, — U OTBEPHYJIACh, HU HA KOTO HE IIs.
TonbKO KOrja pUTMUYHBIN MOXPYCTHIBAIOIINI 3BYK I'PABUSI CTUX



¥ BO JBOpE BHOBb HACTYIHUJIA TEMHOTA, DIlIafia pa3BepHya na-
keT. — Huvero cebe! OHO Bce 3amep3iio!

JleBouka, ejBa He CKpuIlsl 3y0aMH, HAKJIOHMJIACh HAJl MSICOM.
Hy nouemy Acsi gaxe He MOIbITaIach €ro XOTh HEMHOT'O TIOJI0-
rpeTh? Mora XoTst Obl H300pa3uTh FOCTENPUUMHOCTL. Buaumo,
BCE SMOIIMH SICHO OTpa3wIuch Ha qmiie Jlepoi, motomy uto Oec-
CMepTHasl CaMOJJOBOJIbHO XMBIKHYJIA:

— Huyero. Pazorperts He npoOnema, — oHa rpucesa mpsiMo Ha
JIepEeBSTHHBIN T10JT Teppackl, pacciablIeHHO CBECUB PYKHU HaJl Ta-
ketoM. — [IpocTo Oblia ynuBIiieHa, 9TO CMEPTHBIE MOTYT JIeJIaTh
Jie7; BO BpeMsl Kapbl.

— He toneko nen!

Dnnana B3epHyIa OPOBU, HO HUYETO HE CcKaszalia, a BMECTO
9TOTO 3aHSUIACh JIEJIOM: CHavyajia OT JaJoHel ee, OyaTO M3HYT-
pY, Hayal JIMTbCS OCJIENUTENIbHbIA CUHEBAThIi CBET. A MOTOM
OH ITPEeBPATUJICS B UCKPSIIIUIACS TOTyOO0U OroHb, HATOMUHABIIHIA
CBEpHYTbIe KJIyOKOM MOJIHWH, KOTOpBIE, TIOTPECKUBAsI, eXece-
KYH/IHO OCBHITIAJI OKPYXAOIIUX BCIbIKamu. Jlepoi HaOmona-
J1a, 3aTauB, AblxaHue. YTo-To B 3TOM MjiamMeHu Obu1o Takoe. .. Kak
OyaTo, HeuTo OoJblliee, YeM MPOCTO CBET, Kak OyaTO OHO OBLIO
HAITOJTHEHO HEKVM CMBICIIOM, TIOHSATHBIM TOJIBKO €ro X03siuHy. B
9TOT MOMEHT IJ1a3a 6ECCMEPTHOM, KaK 1 TOT/IA, Ha BHIIIKE, rope-
JIM sipue OOBIYHOTO.

— Kak BbI 310 fenaetre? Yto 310 Takoe BooOie? — yke B KO-
TOPbIIl pa3 BOCXUTUJIACh JIEBOUKA, UyBCTBYSl HESCHBIN €1l MOKa
NIPWIMB Cpa3y BOCXHUINIEHHsI, OypPHOH, MOYTH CyMacIIeIIei pa-



JOCTH, 1 OJIarOTOBEHUS M CTpaxa.

— M? — Dnnaga MEMJIEHHO TMOJHSUIA B3IVISJ, TOPAIIMA B
YIOTHOU aTMocdepe 3aropoHON YIUIbl COBEPIIEHHO YY:K/bIM,
HE3eMHbIM CBETOM. — DTOT OTOHb — MOSI CYIIHOCTh. BhITh Oec-
CMEpTHBIM, IO CYTH, O3HAYaeT ObITh IJIAMEHEM, OTHUM U3 TeX,
YTO CO3JaJIM 3Ty BeeneHHyio, HO 3arepToM B CMEPTHOM TEJIE.

Jlepoii Bce ellie HEMOHMMAIOIIE MPUOTKPBUIA POT, Kak OYATO
XOTeJIa CKa3aTh YTO-TO, XOTS MBICJIM B TOJIOBE B CBAI3AHHYIO PEYb
peoOPa3OBBIBATHCS COBEPIIEHHO OTKA3bIBAJIHCH.

— Moli OrOHb — OTOHb YMCTOU SHEPTUU, KOTOPasl IPOSABIIAETCS
B MOJIHMSIX, U3Ty4eHUU. 1 co3aai0 BCEe 9TO U MOTY KUTh, TOJIBKO
1oka Bo BceneHHOM ecTb Heprus.

— Ho 3auem torma Bam teno?

— YtoObI HE YHUUTOXATh BCE, YTO CYIIECTBYET.

Bosnbiiie jeBoyka crpaiimBarh He CTala, MbITasich OCMBICIUTh
BCE, YTO YyCJIbIIIAJIa 32 3TOT Beuep. BbIXoauT ceityac mpsamo me-
pen Heit yacth muposaanusa? OnHa u3 MHOXecTBa cuil Bo Bee-
JIEHHOM, oOnaueHHas B Tesio? Jlepoit conporHyaach, BHOBb OTJIsI-
IbIBasi 6eCCMEPTHYIO: UMEHHO B STOT MOMEHT OHa HaKOHEII 0CO-
3HaJIa, YTO CUHUM JIKET IIPUHEC CETO/IHS B €€ KU3Hb KOe-4TO CO-
BeplieHHo ocoOenHoe. Kak Oynro ona 0ona Bo Bcem Mupe y3Ha-
JIa BCE CEKPEThI XU3HU. Bce 3Th rofpl, Noka 3HaKOMBbIE U OJTHO-
KJIACCHUKM JPAa3HWUJIM €€ 32 CTPAaHHOE UMS U HE MEHEe CTPaHHOE
yBJIeUeHHe CKa3kaMu 1 Mudamu, Bce 3TO BpeMsi OHa Oblia rpa-
Ba. DTOT MUp ObUT HE TaK MPOCT, KAK €ro BUIEIH JpyTHe.

A Dnnajga TeM BpeMEHEM 3aKOHYMJIA, IIPEBPATUB B JIbIM BCE



NAKEThl U KyJbKU. [leBOUKa YIUBIEHHO NOKOCKJIACh HA TOCTHIO:
caMo «OI0I0» TaK M OCTAJIOCh CBHIPBIM, HO Tpexne, dyeM Jlepoit
ycIiesia ClipoCcuTh, OecCMepTHasI XUIITHO BITUJIACh 3y0aMU B KYCOK
CO CJIOBaMH:

— Hy HakoHel1-To! — mocblmascs xapakTepHbIi XpyCT pa3phbl-
BAaEMOTO CBIPOro Msca. JleBouka Mo4yBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €€ HElpo-
U3BOJILHO TIEPE/IEPHYJIO: BECh BO3BBIILIEHHBI HACTPOM Pa3oM
YIAETYUYMJICS, KaK JIbIM OT HEJABHO CTOPEBLIETO JIUCTKA; OCTAJI-
sl TOJTIBKO HETPUSITHBIN ocafok. Kak cyiecTBo, IeHCTBUTEIHHO
SIBJISIIOITIEECS] OJTHUM U3 «OOTOB», MOIJIO cefvac, CJIOBHO JAUKUIA
3Bepb, CAKUMATh IOJILIMU PYKaMH ChIPYIO IJIOTh — KPOBb CTPYii-
KaMU CTeKaJla 10 HalpsKEHHBIM NaJIbliaM — U KJIBIKAMU pBaTh
ee Ha Kycku? — YUto? — HEMHOro HEyBEpEHHO IEPEBEIIa Ha HEe
B3I/ Di1afa, Kocsch Ha Msico. — f1 3Haio, 3penuiie Tak cede,
HaJ0 OBUIO 3apaHee MOMpPOCUTH TpoieHuss. Ho yx oueHb ecTh
XOUETCA.

— Huuero, Bce B nopsjike, — 3actaBuiia cebst yIbIOHYThCS Ue-
pe3 cuiy 1a. — S, noxanyu, noviay. He xouy Memars BaM ciars.
3arsHy ele yTpoMm, — U OHA NOCHEIIWIa YJAJINUThCS, TOIbKO
YTOObl OKOHYATEJbHO HE MOPTUThH BIEYATIEHHE OT BCTPEUU C
0eccCMEepTHOM, YCIIEB JIMIb 3aMETUTh PACCTPOEHHOE BHIPAKEHHUE
mmta Dmnaasl. Kaxkeres, geBylka ceityac 37mi1ach Ha camy ceOsl.

Jlepoii uyTh 1 He Gerom ycrpemuiach k jomy. Komets, Gec-
CMEpTHBIE, CUJIbI, TAK HAIIOMUHAOIIME Maruio... KoHeuHo, oHa
HUYEro He CKaXeT POIUTENISAM, Kak U Acsl. TO TOJIBKO ee TaiiHa,
9TOT CEKPET He iocTaHeTcs Oonbine Hukomy ! Cepatie 6unoch Ja-



CTO, KaK OT JOJITOro Oera, a B yiie OOpOJIUCh IBa UyBCTBA, Ta-
K€ JKe MPOTUBOMOJIOXKHBIE, Kak ¥ caMa Djuiafa. biaroropenue u
yBa)KeHME TIpe]] BHICHTUMU CUJIAMU COCEACTBOBAIU C JKUBOTHBIM
CTpaxoM Mepef AUKOCThI0 U BHEITHE! KeCTOKOCThIO OeccMepT-
Hou. Kak ell npuHsTh 3Ty npupony?

OHa 4yTh NPUTOPMO3WJIA TEpe]] PACKUAUCTHIMU KyCTaMU
aJbIX pO3, MOJHUMAIOIIUXCS BhIIIE YEJIOBEUECKOrO pocTa U Ha-
JIeKHO CKPBIBAIOIIMX €€ OT JIIOOBIX JIIOOOMBITHBIX B3IJISIOB, YTO-
Obl OT/IBIIIATHCS, OJHAKO B CJIEAYIOIIYI0 CEKYHIY 3ameprna, 00-
sIChb Ta)ke B3/I0XHYTh. [IpsMO B 1IeHTpe ee ABOpa, He IIEBESCh,
BO3BHIIIAJIACH CTpaHHAs TeMHas1 purypa. 3a 4epHOTOM, CKpbIBa-
IOlIel Bce TeJI0 HOBOTO TOCTSI, HEBO3MOXHO ObLJIO PACCMOTPETD
MPAKTUYECKU HUYEro, KpoMe pa3Be UTO TeX K€ JJIMHHBIX YIIeH,
YTO U Yy DIIIaIbl, © OTPOMHBIX KOXKHUCTBIX KPBLIIbEB.

— Yro 3a?! — omHuMU rydamu nporoBopuia Jlepoii, He cBojist
r71a3 ¢ (pUrypsi.

Bce uyBcTBa npu Buae Hee B rojioc Bonwin: «OnacHOCTb!»
Kewm OBl HU OBLIO 3TO HEUTO, OHO, B OTJIMYHE OT 3aBOPAKUBAIO-
1IeU U NPUTATATEIbHOU DJLIajibl, Myrajao u oTTalkuBasio. CloB-
HO CTEJIIOLIUICSA TyMaH KaXIylo IIEJOYKY, KaKAYl0 TPEIIUHKY
B €€ OKPYKEeHUU TIOCTENeHHO HAIOJHSIT XOJIOIHBIN, HEBEIOMBIN
yxac. Y1 OHO CTOSIJIO MPsIMO y HEe BO IBOPE, a COBCEM PsIIOM Ha-
XOIMJIMCh HUYETO He Mojo3peBariiue poautenu! JleBouka roro-
Ba ObLJIA CIIOPUTH HA YTO YTOAHO: STOT OECCMEPTHBIN MPUObLT HA
3emMTi0 He IPOCTO TaK, a UMEHHO U3-3a ee HOBOW 3Hakomou. Ho
BOT TOJIBKO 3a4eM?



Dnnaga Bpojie YoMUHANA, YTO €€ HAPOJI He XOUET, YTOObI OHA
BO3BpAIIaiach: UYTO €CJIM 9TO HaeMHbIi youiinia?! B ronoBy sie3-
JIM caMble CTpaIlIHble MBICITU. Besib 1 oHa cama Hocuita ¢ coOoi
OpYy’XHue, CJIOBHO 3TO ObLT MOOWJIBHUK, a BAPYT OHA MPECTYITHU-
na? Her! Jlepoii naxe TpsixHYJ1a rOJIOBOM, YTOOBI IPOTHATH 3TY
MBICJTb: €€ TOCThsI ObLJIa YECTHOW U XOTEJIA TIOMOYb CBOUM JIIOZSIM,
a BOT 3TO CYILECTBO SIBHO ONACHBIM.

Jlepoii cama He 3ameTwia, Kak 4yTh IMpuUcena, erle OoJblie
npsiyach 3a Kycramu. [Ipenynpeauts poaureneil, KOTopble SIBHO
HE CMOT'YT ce0sl 3aIUTUTD, WX DIUIaLy, KOTopasi, CKopee BCero,
U SIBJISIACH LIEJTbIO 3TOro OeccMepTHoro? JleBouka pasayMeiBaia
HE JI0JIbllIe CEeKYH/Ibl: €€ 3HAKOMasi U caMa CMOXeT 3a ceOsl Io-
CTOSITh, & U3 OCBEIIEHHOTO OKHA €€ JOMa UMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT
JIOHECCS MYKCKOM CMEX — B JKEJITOM CBETE MoKazajach (purypa
ee orua. Pogurenu He nAryT cnath, MOKa OHAa HE BEPHETCS J10-
MOM, U, MOXKET, Yepe3 Kakoe-TO Bpemsl peliaT rno3sarth Jlepoid,
U TOTTIA. ..
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