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New York Times and USA TODAY bestselling author and master
of romance Bertrice Small welcomes you to the magical, sensual
World of Hetar.For Lara, a half faerie, half human, her beauty is a
blessing and a curse. Sold into a Pleasure House by her father, she
commits herself to a lifetime of servitude. But even in a place where
pleasure is not censured but encouraged, her otherworldly beauty
proves too much for her suitors.When Lara escapes, she is introduced
to a new way of life, and an incredible man who opens her eyes to
the growing unrest among their people...and the extraordinary destiny
that awaits her. Lara will journey the depths of desire and despair to
find a love that will last an eternity—a love that will change Hetar
forever.
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Prologue

SHE WAS NAKED. The girl reached up to touch the thin
gold chain that she had always worn about her slender neck. It
was still there. Her fingers gently wrapped about the delicate
crystal star that hung from the necklace. It also remained, and
relief flooded through her. She lifted the star to her sight, and
whispered silently, “Are you there?”

A tiny golden flame flickered within the star. “Of course I
am here,” the familiar voice murmured as silently back to her.
“Where else would I be?”

“I am afraid,” the girl said.

“The unknown can frequently be frightening, but you need not
be fearful,” the voice reassured her. “All will be well. This is but
the beginning.”

“The beginning of what?” the girl wanted to know. She simply
could not keep her eyes open a moment longer. They were closing
in spite of her efforts to stay awake.

“Your journey,” came the reply as the flame within the star
flickered again and died, dropping from the girl’s fingers as she
fell into a deep and dreamless sleep.
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