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I'naBa nepsas. Komy qoJxHa, st Bcem npomaro!

EcTb JKeHIMHBI, KOTOPBIE CTPAAlOT OT OIMHOYECTBA, a 51 He CTpajalo. Sl MM HacIaxJalch.
Hasaiite Hauuctoty. [IprHia cBoero s He BcrpeTwia. Hu B mecTHaanare, HU B BOCEMHAALATh, HU
B JIB/ILIaTh [IATh K MOEMY JIOMY He ITpUCKaKaJl OeJiblii KOHb, C KOTOPOI'O Ha PACKOPSIKY HE CTEK Oe/IHbII
MPUHLI, ofiepruBas rajvde, U He Mollea TPe3BOHUTh B JoMO(poH ¢ kpukamu: «kOmsa! Otkpou!
K TeOe!». EcTb y MeHsI ofio3peHre, 4To OH BCce-TakH mpueskan. Ho B STOT MOMEHT s, Kak OOBIYHO,
ObUIa Ha paboTe, TO3TOMY NPHUHI] CHPOTIMBO TIOCTOSUT Y MOIbE3/Ia, CHOBA PACIIpaBiisisi raiude 1 ero
OTOUTOE JIOJrOM IOPOroi CofiepKUMOe, TIoueca KOPOHY M MOCKaKasl K APYroW JeBYyIIKe, KOTOPYIO
3actan Jjoma. M Kuim OHM JOJITO U CYACTIMBO, MOKA HE YMEpJIM B OIUH JEeHb. XOTS HET, MPUHII
He npre3xai. babyiku y mogbesna 00s3aTeIbHO MHE Obl COOOIIMIIN 00 STOM.

Tak 4TO ¢ JIMYHOH KU3HBIO, KaK FOBOPAT HEKOTOPbIE MOM 3HAKOMBbIE, Y MEHS He CIIOXKUIIOCh.
3HaKOMBIX KOHEH OBLIIO MHOT'0, a IIPUHIIEB He nonafanock. bout «Kons B [1anbTo», KOTOpHI HE BEIHU-
MaJl M30 pTa CUrapeTy M MOCTOSIHHO PAaccKa3blBajl O CBOMX HAIOJIEOHOBCKUX IUIaHAaX Ha Oymyluee.
VHbUIOE HacToslee ero He MHTEPecOBaJI0. A BOT CBeTIIoe Oyayliee — cOBceM Apyroe aeno. Bos-
AyIIHBIE 3aMKH COOCTBEHHOrO OM3Heca, BO3/yIIHAs KBapTHpa, BO3MyIIHAs MammHa. [locie Moero
HaMeKa Ha TO, UTO «Oyjayliee HAYMHAETCs YKe CETOHsI», OH IIOUEMY-TO OOHIeICs, pacrievaTal HOBYIO
[ayKy CUrapeT ¥ CHOBA HayaJl CTPOUTh aMOMIIMO3HBIE TUIAHBI Ha MIOKA e111e He 3apa00TaHHbIE JEHBIH.
Ha nens ero poxaeHus s nopapuia eMy «BO3IYLIHYIO» )KEHIIMHY U MOITPOCHJIA YIAJIUTh MOM HOMED.

Bbin «KoHb B ABTO», MOCTOSIHHO KaJTyIOILMICA Ha IIyMbl B MOTOPE M YacaMy JJOKa3bIBAIOILUIA
MHE NNPUHLUMINAIBHYIO Pa3HULY MEXY «MHOMAapKOW» U MIPOM3BOJHON OTEYECTBEHHOI'O aBTOIIPOMA.
Bce muanorn cBoaMIMCh K MPUMEPHO TaKoMy adCypay:

— Hasait noroopum o [lexkcnmpe?

— Hagaii. Ecnu 681 y Illekcrinpa Obl1a MaImHa, T0 y Hero rmo-1o00oMy ObUTH Obl IIIyMBI B MOTOPE.
A Bce nouemy? [lotomy 4ro...

Hammm oTHoOIIeHHs HanpsAMYyIo 3aBHCEH OT IIYMOB B KOPOOKE, B MOTOpE, B paboTe CUCTEMBbI
OXJIAXJEHUSI U MPOYMX HEMOJNAJKax B HauMHKE jkesle3Horo koHs. Korma Tam uto-to Gapaxsuio,
O POMaHTHKE pe4u ObITh HE MOIJIO! A MOCKOJIBKY B MAIlIMHE BCEr/a YTO-TO CTy4allo, TPIOKaJIo, Ape-
0e3xkaso, UM eMy Tak Ka3ajaoch, HAIllM «OTHOLIEHHS» JaJiblle pa3roBOPOB HE CABMHYIIUChH. 3aTO 5
TeTepb BCE 3HAIO PO POTOPHbIE JBUIATENH, PO MaJbLbl MOTOPA, PO MPUCAIKHU U T MOJEIIeBe
MOHO 3aKa3aThb Aetaiu. A tak ke Bce CTO B okpecTHOCTAX. IMEHHO TaM y HAac ¥ MTPOXOANJIA CBU-
nanus. ToyHee HAYMHATIOCH CBUAHME TaK: «A MOeXalH, Che3IUM KyJa-HUOY/Ib», a 3aKaHIUBAJIOCH!
«Oi! Tyt CTO nenopaneky. [laBaii 3arissHeM. MHe KaxkeTcs, 4TO B KOPOOKE UTO-TO XPYCTUT !».

Boin «Konb 3a Uro?», ¢ Buy Nporu3BOIAIIMI BlIeUaTJIEHUE CONMAHOIO U BIIOJHE OTBETCTBEH-
HOT'O YeJIOBEKA, Ha MOBEPKY OKA3aBILErOCs TAKUM HBITUKOM, YTO JUBY JIAelllbCsl, KAK TAaKOW Kpacu-
BBIH, SIBHO HE DIYNbIl My)KYMHA MOXET CTOJBKO HbITh? K KOHIly pasroBopa ¢ HUIM MOM YIIU OIy-
XaJId ¥ CBOPAYMBAJIIUCh B TPYOOUKy. A IOC/E TOro, Kak OH B OYEPEOHOW pa3 MepecKasblBajl OAHY
U Ty K€ UCTOPUIO, Y MEHsI BO3HUKAJIO ropsiyee KejaHue BeTMKOAYIIHO JOOUTh CTpafaiblia, YTOObI
He Myuwics. He Bbiiep:xaB MOpPaJIbHBIX UCTSI3aHUM, 51 IPOCTO NepecTtaia Opark TpyOky. U Torna o
CTaJl HasipuBaTh ¢ JIpyrux HomepoB. Hano xe komy-To m3nuth ayury? Ilorom otcran. Hamen cBo-
OOHBIE 3/10POBBIE YIIH.

«Konb HUKTO» TOXE OQHAXIBI MEIBKHY/I HA TOPU30HTE MOEM KU3HU. OH cUnTall, YTO OCYACT-
JIMBUJ MeHsI cOOOM, 3a 4TO 51 JOJDKHA OBITH 1O TPOO KM3HM eMy oOsi3aHa M OmarogapHa. «Hwukro,
KpOMeE MEHsl, He MOBEAETCs Ha Takylo, Kak Thl!». BOT, cOOCTBEHHO, MOCIEAHee, YTO 5 yCblasa
B TpyOKe TesedoHa nepes; TeM, Kak COPOCHTh BBI3OB M CTEPETh €ro HOMep.

[MocnesHNM B OCITY’KHOM CIMCKE MOETO «KOHEeBOACTBa» OblT «KoHb 3ato». Hy 1 uto, 4To oH
He nosapasuil MeHs1 ¢ HoBeiM rogom, 3ATO Tpu Hepenu Hazaa Mbl Obuti B KuHO. Hy 1 4TO, 4TO
y HEro coBceM HeT jeHer Ha Takcu, 3ATO oH oTxkuMaeTcs oT nepekyaanHbl asaauars pas! M dro
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C TOTO, YTO OH BHE3AITHO HU C TOTO HM C cero npomnaji Ha Tpu Heaean, 3ATO Teneps OH 3HaeT, 4TO
s — nyuinast! Tpu Hepmenmu oH mpoBepsi, Jyumias 1 Wik Het! CpaBauBas. Monozen! f nmoGenua.
Huuero cebe! 4 nomkna 3ay1e3Th Ha MbeACCTAN, CKATh B pyKax KyOOK W IeJIOBaTh MeabKy. UyTh
HUKE CTOSIT cepeOpstHast 1 OpOH30Bast MPU3EPIIIH, C 3aBHUCTHIO IS/l HA MeHsI-cuacTmBuily. Erie Ob1!
S mobenuna! Bmecto rumHa gomkeH 3aurparh Menaenbcon. Ho He 3aurpait.

Beutu 1 apyrre KOHU, HO OHU MPOCKaKaIX MUMO, TTycKasi TbUTh B IJ1a3a.

N a naxe paga stomy. CMOTpIO Ha CBOUX OBITOM 3ae3KEHHBIX TIOJIPYT, Y KOTOPHIX B TOJIOBE
BEPTUTCS TOJIILKO OJHA MBIC/b: «YTO IPUTOTOBUTH BEYEPOM M BO CKOJIBKO 51 CETOJHS JIATY CIaTh»,
Y HACJIAXJAIOCh. .. OJMHOUYECTBOM. ['OTOBUTH Ha TeJyI0 POTY HE HaJlo, yOWparh 3a JAOMAITHUMU
«XPpIOIIKaMU» He HaJI0, YPOKH YUUTh C MAJICHBKUM TefiMepoM He Haflo. JKWBH U pagyics.

«A Kak ke TBO31b 3a0UTh?» — CIPANIMBAIOT MEHs, YIIOMUHAS U 3aCOPUBIIYIOCS PAKOBUHY,
1 TeKyIIyio TpyOy, 1 mKkad Ha mectoi 3Tax. [ Bo3/b 3a0UTh 51 U cama yMelo, PAKOBUHY TIPOUUCTUTH —
He TipodyieMa, a TS CJIOKHBIX CAHTEXHUYECKHUX PadoT eCTh CrieliaIbHbIe JIIOIU, KOTOPBIE 32 yMEepeH-
HYIO TUIaTy MOMEHSIIOT ¥ TpyObl, U KpaHbl. [Ipo mkad s BooOiie Momay. MoxeT ObiTh, B IpeMydeM
Cpe/THEeBEKOBbE, KOT/Ia KEHINMHA U TMKHYTh 00sJ1ach, MOJTYa BXOZIS B TIepeueHb UMYIIIECTBA CYTPYTa,
0e3 MyX4YHMHBI OBLIO TSKEJIOBATO, HO ceituac, korna Kimapa Letkun u Po3a JliokcemOypr nocraBuim
3HaK PaBEHCTBA MEKIY «M» M «KO0», C STUM BOOOIIE HET HUKAKUX MPOOJIEM.

Her, Hy KOHEUHO HAKaTHIBAIOT HA MEHs TPUCTYITBl MEJIAHXOJIWHU, KOrJa s CHXKYy Ha TUBaHE,
CMOTpIO MeJIofipaMy, TIONMBAs Yaill, U MHE TaK XOYeTCs MPHKAThCSI K CHIBHOMY MYKCKOMY ILIeuy,
YTOOBI MEH$I 3aIUTHIIN U CIIACIIH, a TIOTOM CTPACTHO MoreIoBai. Ho OTOM sl MBICJIEHHO TIEpEHOIITY
repoeB B IBYIIKY 0€3 €eBpOPEMOHTA U HACIAKIAI0Ch TEM, KaK MeIIEHHO, HO BEPHO UX «JII00OBb» CKa-
THIBa€TCs B «OBITOBYXY». BOT Takas s 3masi. CkapnerT, cTipaionias Xo3siCTBEHHBIM MbLJIOM HOCKH
Perry Batepy, Anxenuka, kpoMcaromas Kamycry s 6opma Koddpero, Marru, Momwomas ropy
nocynbl 3a Pamsom ne Bpukaccapom. Kpacora! CoTHM UCTOpHIA «HE3eMHOM JIIOOBU», KOTOPbIS
OTJIMYHO CMOTPSATCS Ha (hOHE IBOPIIA, KYUH MPUCTYTH, (DOHTAHOB, KAPET M «MChEeKaHbs», HO a0CO-
JIIOTHO HE BIVCBHIBAIOTCS B YHBUIBIN CeMelHbI ObIT. CTOUT MHE 3TO MPEICTaBUTh, KaK MEJaHXOHS
npoxoauT Oe3 crena. 51, HaBepHOe, Tak JOJTro KAajia MPUHIA, YTO CO BpEMEHEM Haydyujaach 0OXO-
auThcs 6e3 Hero. S — cama ceGe TpuHIIL.

JlagHo, 4TO-TO 51 OTBJIEKIach. Tak, Hu4uero He 3a0bu1a? [densru B3suia? Basuia. Bor onn. Tere-
¢don? B kapmane. Bee Bpoze Ob1. [Tacniopr! Ila, macniopt! Ects! Ominydo. Masto v, a BIpYT mpUro-
autcsi? Tenepb BbI3bIBacM OeJioro KoHs... Thy ThI, TAKCH.

— A0, 31paBCTBYTE, & MOKHO MAaIlIMHKY? — f mpoarKTOBaia cBou aapec. — MHe 10 aBTo-
BOK3aJ1a. XOPOLIO, MOJOKIY.

Uepes necars muHyT KBakHyno CMC: «K Bam ener meBpose, IBET ToixyOol, HOMED...»
Otmano. [Topa BeIABUraThHCS.

1 3akpbLIa 1BEph, paysACh, KaK JIETKO U IIPOCTO OHA Tereph 3armpaetcs. HoBbIi 3aMOK TocTa-
Buia. Cama. Menaneky yxe cebe kyrmuna. [llokonagayio. Y chena. B ropnom oguHOYecTBe.

TenedoH MPOTUBHO MAYKHYJI.

— FOneuka, conuwimiko, Hy TH rae? Thl ke oOelana MeHst BCTPeTUTb! — pa3fascs MUCKJISBbINA
TOJIOCOK MOEU MJyIaiielt cectphl, — S TyT cToIo ofHa. .. ¢ cyMoukamu. OHU TaKue TSKEeJICHbKUE . . .

— Hy nocroii eme nemuoro. Ceituac npueny! — orBeTwia s, npuxkumMasi TesiepoH K 1uiedy
Y 3aNIMXUBAs KJIIOYM B CYMKY.

— IOneuka, conHbIKO, a MoodkicTpee MOkHO? [TpOCTO 51 HE MOTY JOTAIUTh CYMOYKH JIO CKa-
MeeuyKku! — Ha TOM KOHIIe ToJIoc ObUT KaJoOHbIH-kanoOHbi. Takoe dyBcTBO, Oyaro Hactsi crout
OfIHA B TEMHOM IIepeyJIKe, a HallPOTUB IIECTh BOOPYKEHHBIX JI0 3yOOB aMOaIoB, KOTOPbIE Yero-To
oT Hee XOTAT. Vnu oHa 3ajj0/Kasia Ky4dy AeHer CUIIMIUIACKON Maduu, a cefvac, CIUTIOHYB CKOTY, TOJT
JyJIOM TIUCTOJIETa BelllaeT MHe O TOM, UTO €l CPOUHO HyXHa nomorilpb. Jliodas. Ho xenarenbHO cKoO-
pasi u puHaHCOBAsI.
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— INonpocu koro-HUOYAb M3 My)uKoB! Tel uTo Tam? OgHa Ha HeoOUTaeMoM ocTpoBe? — pas-
ApakeHHO CIIPOCHUIIA $1, YAUBIISISICH HATTIOCTH CECTPUYKH.

— MHe Tak HeJIOBKO... — pa3jiajcs MsyKaloluid rojoc. MaMHH «KOTEHOK». A CecTpy Harpsi-
ratb — JoBKo? JlamHo, HageBaeM (pyTOONIKY ¢ HAAMMUCHIO ¢ OYKBOM «S», CTPUHTH TIOBEPX KOJITOTOK
Y MPOCTHIHIO Ha Tuieur. [Tonerenu cracats!

CTomio MHe TOJIKO BHIMTH U3 TIOIbE3/a, KaK pa3fajics ele OI1uH 3BOHOK. Mama.

— IOns! INouemy 11 He BeTpetnna Hactenbky? Bel ke noroBapuBaiiiucs! OHa TaMm, OeIHEHbKas,
CTOUT Ha BOK3aJie, O[IHA, C CyMKaMH. .. — CTPOTMI MAMHH TOJIOC OTYUTHIBAT MEHSI 10 BCEM ITyHKTaM.

— A Hu4ero, 4to aBTOOYC MPUIIIEIT Ha MoT4Yaca paHb. .. Xopouio, Mam. .. la, mam... Ykeeny... —
oTBevaJia si, BCMaTpUBasCh Blab. [1e 3TO 111eBposeT?

Ecnu BB mogymManu, 4to MOei cectpe — JIBEHaAlaTh JIeT, 1 OHA BIIEPBbIE BBHIIUIA M3 JIOMA,
Iy psiCh Ha CBET OOKU, TO BBI ITyOOKO 3a0mysxaaereck. Eit — qamnars mate. OHa BTOpOU pa3 3aMy-
KeM U y Hee 1Boe jieTeil. Ho oHa — «MaMUH KOTEHOK», a s — «TaJIOYKa-BeIpydasiouka». Tak 4To rmoka
sI 3aKpbIBAJIA IBEPh M CITYCKaJach BHU3 TIO JIECTHHIIE, «KOTEHOK» YK€ HaMmypdaJ Mame O TOM, 4TO s
ee He BCTpeTWIa, TaKas-Csikas, a OHa OJJHA, C CyMKaMH, Ha BOK3aJle, M el OYeHb CTPAIITHO, XOJIOAHO
Y OTMHOKO.

Sl BeIpyUalo cecTpy CTOJBKO, CKOJIBKO ceOsi MOMHIO. B ceMb JieT Mazasia el io0oM KOJIEHKH
¥ TIOfIOTpeBaJIa Kallly, B IECATD Jieiajia 3a Hee IOMaIllHee 3a/IaHue, B MATHAIIATh — pa30upasach C ee
MIPUCTABYYMMHU YXaXKEPAMH, B IBA/ILIATh — IHACAJIa KYyPCOBBIE, TUIJIOMBI, B IBAALIATH TPU — OOBSICHSIIA
ee IIepBOMY MYKY, UTO IOMTHUMATh PYKYy Ha OEpEeMEHHYI0 JKeHY — HEXOPOIIIO, ITOKA «KOTEHOK» MOJTYa
cTpazaj B yroyike. 1 cama Taimuria ee 3a pyKy oJaBaTh 3asiBJICHUE Ha Pa3BOJI, TOTOMY, UTO «KOTEHOK»
CBSITO BEpHJI B TO, YTO BCE HAJIAJUTCS U 3TO ObUIO B Mocieanuil pa3. «OH Beap obdeman? Obermman!
OH Tako# XOpoIIui, TOJIBKO BOT MHOrAA... Jla... A CHMHSKHM Ha xuBOoTe npouayT... Hy u 4dro, uro
Horamu Omn? OH MHe, 3Haelllb, Kakue Po3bl ogapwt noclie 3toro! 4 cefiuac Tede poTouKy mokaxy!
A T1ebe, IOnbka, HukTo 11BeTOB He naput! be! A! Bor eme! Cmorpu, kakue possi! 3arenu! A 3to
MBI ¢ HUM TiefyeMcst Ha poHe po3! S 3ty dorouky cebe Ha aBarapky nocrawia! [Ipana, cynep?»
Cymep. [lo cremyorero 3BOHKa U BCXJIMITBIBAHUIN B TPYOKY: «kOuist, oH MeHs ceifuac yobet! Chenaii
yro-HUOYab! OH cHOBa MpuIeN MbsiHbI! Ma-a-aMoukH, OH ceituac aBepb BoutoMaet! $1 Tak Gorocs!
Ona!»

I'ne Takcn? {1 crosiia, HEPBHO IEPEMUHASICh C HOTH Ha HOTY, TIOCTaBUB Tesie(poH Ha Oe33BYUHBIH
pexuM. OH BUOpHPOBaJI, He TiepecTaBasi, MOTOMY YTO UIMEHHO ceifuac Mosl Ioporasi Mama 1 ee «KoTe-
HOK» HariepeOOl HasipuBaloT MHE B HAJEK/IE, UTO s MOJNIOXKUIA TenedOoH B 3aJHAN KapMaH KUHCOB
Y Kak/1asi BUOpaIysi MpuaaeT MoeMy Tesly HeOOXOIMMOe YCKOpPEHHe.

[Mpunetut BApYr BOMIEOHUK B TOXyOOM IIEBPOJIETE M JOMYMT JI0 BOK3ajka MeHs... S yxe
Tepsla TeprieHue, MOmIsAAbBasi Ha Jackl. KTo K 3HaJ1, 4TO aBTOOYC MpHeNeT Ha moidaca paHsbliie?
Hcxons U3 MaMHUHOTO MOHOJIOTA, s IOJDKHA ObUIa 3aHATh MECTO Ha BOK3aJse elle ¢ Beuepa, moTec-
HUB OOMXkel 1 Opoasianx cobak, nadbl, OTIOXHYB KakK CJIeAyeT, BCTPETUTh CECTPEHKY C «0-0-0YeHb
TSDKEJIBIMUA CyMKaMU». A TIOTOM MSITh JJHEH BBITYJIMBaTh, KOPMHUTh U yOlaxaTh «KOTeHKa». «Kote-
HOK» ITOTOM OECCOBECTHO BBIIPEOET COIEP)KUMOE MOETO XONIOAUIbHUKA «HA TOPOKKY>», TIepeMepsieT
BeCh Mo rapaepo0d co cioBamu: «Tede uro? Kanko, uto mi?», 3a0epeT MTYK MATh MOHPABUBILIUXCS
el Haps/I0B, BBITPSIXHET MOIO KOCMETHUKY: «Hy TbI jke Bce paBHO MOYTH HE KPACHUIIbCA!» U YIOPX-
HET JOMOM, LieJTysl MeHsI B IIIEUKy U NepeiaBasi IPUBET OT «MaMyleukn». Komaubst cembsi, Ha AaH-
HBIII MOMEHT TMPOXKMBAIOINAsI BMECTE C MO MaMOM B COCE/IHEM ropojie, K ce0e B TOCTH 30BET MEHs
penxo. U TonpKo Toraa, Koraa 4eMy-To HaCTaHeT MOJISIPHBIN JIKC. 30BYT OCTOPOKHO, AETUKATHO, MO
MIPE/IJIOTOM «IIOMUTh YalKy», a TIOTOM HaYHYT KaJIOBaThCsl, MOJI, CJIOMAJIOCh. .. M1 cMOTpAT Ha MeHs
*kanoOHo-kanobHo. He cmyimaer ux u To, 4to B JoMe Bpojie Obl ecTh MyX)uK. Ho y Hero HacTosbko
30JI0ThIE PYKH, YTO OH OOUTCS Aaxe MPUKACAThCS K MHCTPYMEHTaM.

Sl moHmMmalo, uTo ropa Obl JABHO MOCIATh UX BCEX KyJa MOJaJIbIIe, BHIAATh TPAHCTIAPAHT C HA/Jl-
mucblo «CriaceHre yTOMaloluX...», HO... yBbL. §I He Mory 3toro cienars. He moromy, uto s —
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MOpaJIbHO cabast U OecxpeOeTHasi IMYHOCTh, HA KOTOPOHM OYeHb yIOOHO Kartarbes, HeT. [IpuunHa
COBCEM B JJPyrOM.

TpeBOXHO TSI BOAJTb, s B3APOTHYJIA, KOT/Ia TOYyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO KTO-TO TPETCS 00 MOIO HOT'Y.
OrpoMHBIT YepHBI KOTspa HABOPAYMBAJ BOKPYT MEHsI KPYTH, KaK JETH Ha yTPEHHUKE BOKPYT €JIKU.

— Bpbics! — npoimnena s Ha Hero.

Kot mocMoTpe:n Ha MeHsI TsIKeJTbIM B3IJISII0M TOyOBIX I71a3, ¥ POIOIKUII cCaMO3a0BEHHO HATHU-
path MOM HOTH, yTPOOHO Mypya U TpeOys1, 9ToObI 51 B3sJIa €ro K cede TOMOW.

Sl moHMMalo, YTO MHE, Kak OJUHOKOI KEeHIIMHE, TojiaraeTcsi KoT. BosbIoi, sKupHbIi, JIeHU-
BBII KOT. YTOOBI OH CMOTpEJI Ha MEHsI CYyPOBBIM B3IJISIIOM €IUHCTBEHHOTO MYXKHKa B JIOME, CaM03a0-
BEHHO BBUTM3BIBAJI ITYIUCTHIE «OyOSHUMKI» , TPOCUJICS TIOTYJISTh C MEPBBIMHU TAIOIIUME COCYJIbKAMH,
a TIOTOM TIPUXOAWJI TIOOUTHIH, TUICIIUBBIN, C PA30APAHHON MOPIOH 1 0OeCCHICHHO Majaj y mopora.
Heno caenano. Ipupona TopxkectByer. Yepe3 nonroga Ha MeHs1 OyIyT CMOTPETh U3 KaKAOU IMOf-
BOPOTHH TOYHO TaKHWe ke YTPIOMble, TIOJO3PUTEIBHO 3HAKOMBIE KOIIAYbl MOCBKU. A 0cO00 yIIUTbIE
MIOTOMKHU Oy/yT MPEABSIBIATH TPETEH3UH B BUjIE kKato0HOro «Msy!», Korna st Oyay UATH C TaKeTaMu
U3 COCe/IHETo cynepMapkeTa. TONbKO MyCTh He AyMaloT, UTO 51 COOMPAIOCh BBITPSIXUBATh U3 TTAKETUKA
«aJIMMEHThI» 1 KOPMUTH UX 3a rapaxkamu. Her. Her. Her. §I He m006:110 KOTOB, KOTSAT, KOTHUIIIEK, KOT
Y MIPOYMX MpeCTaBUTENel ceMeiicTBa Kommaubrx | Tak 4To 3TOT KOTSIpa MyCTh HE PACCYUTHIBAET HA TO,
4TO 5 ero 3aBey. MHe u 6e3 Hero xoporiio. C MeHsI BIIOJTHE XBATUT U OJHOTO «KOTEHKa».

—ITmen BoH! — mpormumnena s KOTy, KOTOPBIi CHOBa caM03a0BEHHO HauaJl HABOPAUMBATh BOKPYT
MeHsI KPYyT'H.

Ha uto x Takoe! I'me ato meBpone? A Bor u oHo! Hakoner-ro. Mammna npunapkoBaiach
BO3JIE MOETO Moabe3/ia. Sl mojaserena K nepegHel qBepy, AepHyJia ee 1 yrajia Ha CHICHbe.

— Ha aBroBok3ai! CpouHo! — Bbimanuina s, nepeBoasi ayx. [Ipuniy 6e3 ctpaxa u yrpeka MUnTcst
Ha BBIPYUKYy OECCOBECTHOM MpHHIIEcce. B CTO MATHCOT MepBblit pas.

— 4 nukyna ve noeny! BoixoguTe 13 MalMHbl! — MPOU3HEC XMYPbIi HEOPUTHIN BOAUTED, yOaB-
JI51s1 TPOMKOCTb MarHUTOJTHL.

— YT0 3HAUMT «HE TMoey»? — BO3MYTUJIACh 51, HE JIOHECS] HAYIITHHK JI0 yXa.

—He noeny! MucTpykuus. Bel He ckazainu, 4To ¢ BaMu Oy/ieT JoMarliHee )XMBOTHOE. Bbl JOJIKHBI
ObLIM 3apaHee MpeaynpeauTh JUcIeTyepa O TOM, YTO BaM HY)KHO MepeBe3TH KoTa! — BO3MYTHIICS
BOJMTEb, YAApsisl PyKOU MO CYETUHKY.

— Kaxko#t kot? — yaquBuiIach s, 9yBCTBYS, Kak B KapMaHe TYIUT OT HEroJloBaHUs MOW O€IHBIN
tenedoH, — Y MeHs HeT Kota!

— Ha 3amHem cuaeHny cuamt Ball KOT, — 3aMETHJT BOIUTENb, KMBasi KyAa-TO Ha3a/l.

— 910 — He Mol kot! Elie pa3 noBTopsito! — BO3MyTUIACh sI, TOBOPAYMBAsICh HA 3a/IHEE CUjie-
Hue. — [la HeT TaM HHUKaKoro Kora!

— Jla BOT e oH! — BOBMYTHJICS] BOAWTEIb, ONPABJIsisi 3epKajio. — Tak, 0CBOOOKAaliTe MallHYy,
BBI3BIBAITE HOBYIO U kauTe. TOJMBKO YTOUHHTE, YTO BB OyAeTe ¢ KOTOM. M KenaTesibHO KJIETKY WM
CYMKY 1Sl iepeBo3KH BozbMuTe! He xBatano, 4toObl oH cuaeHus nopaii. Kotel, onu Takue!

UYro ngenats? Yto genats? 51 mocmoTpesia B 3epkasio 3aaHero Buja. Jla, qeicTBUTEILHO Ha CHIe-
HUM CUJMT TOT CaMblil YepHBIN KOT. f pe3ko odepHyaach — HuKoro. Cripsraiics, raji.

— Tlocnymaiite. Kot — He Moil. XOTUTe — BBILIBBIPHUTE €ro U3 MaluHbl! Y MeHsl HeT Kora!
He 6b110 1 OBITH HE MOXeT! — cooOIMIa 51, 000paurBasich Ha KOT3. OH cues Kak HU B YeM He ObIBAJIO.

— JlaBaiiTe s fgoruiauy, — TUXO MpousHecaa s, — TolbKo, noxanyicra, noexaiu, a? I oueHb
Toporutiock. C KOTOM Kak-HUOyIb pazdepemcs!

W TyT KOTSIpa AEMOHCTPATUBHO MOTSIHYJICS, C IBHBIM Ta/IMBBIM YIOBOJIbCTBUEM BIUBASICh KOT-
TSAMH B 0OIIMBKY cuaeHus. He BeiHecna ayma takcucta. OH MOMBITAJICS AOTSHYTHCS 10 KOTa, HO TOT
3aIuMmnes Ha Hero.

—Tak, neBymika, BeIMeTaiTech orciona! M kota cBoero 3adupaiite! — 3assBUJT BOAUTEJTb, ITBITASICH
OTOfIpaTh KOTa OT OOIIMBKHU.
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Crowio MHe BHIMTH M3 MAIlIMHBI, KaK KOT BBIOEXKaN cliefoM. 1 CHOBa MOMBITAIaCh BHI3BAThH
TaKCH, HO JUCTIETUEp CKa3aJl, YTO CBOOOIHBIX MallMH ceiiyac HeT. OXujalTe MUHYT COpOK...
A KoTelika CHOBa Tepcsi 00 MOI0 HOTY — M TaK HAaCTOMYMBO, YTO 4YyTh He 3aBamwi. M Tenedon
HEYCTaHHO BUOPUPOBaL. Y MeHs cKopo Oone3Hb [lapkuHcoHA HaYHETCs !

— Amnne! — 3aopana B TpyOky s. — Ila ey sa! Eny! Yero ko mHe mpucramu? Jloctamm yxe!
Bouta 6b1 uto? CBOS MarHa?

Her, Hy 310 yXe npenen. beuta Ob cBost MammHa! Y MeHs gaxe mpaBa ecTh. S mogymbiBaia
ee KyIHTh, HO BCE MOM JICHBI'M TOILIM Ha MOTallleHne KPeIuTa «KOTeHKa», KOTopasi B TOT MOMEHT
’kJaja BTOporo pedeHka or BToporo myxa. [ToMH0-noMHI0. Mama B HOrax BaJisilach, yMOJIsisl JaTh
CEeCTpEeHKe JIEHEeKEK, IMOTOMY KaK €€ CHJIbHO OeCIOKOSAT KOJUIEKTOPHI M3 OaHKa, a ei HeJlb3s1 BOJHO-
BaTthcs. U math Hamo, Kak raycaBo 3ameTia Cosa 3 «Bunuu-Ilyxa», «0e31BO3IME3THO».

S menxanyna u Opocuina Tpyoky. Uw u [leiin B MoeMm jiuiie ObLTH OJTU3KY K TOMY, YTOOBI 3a0UTh
OONT Ha BCe M HAKPYTUTH Ha Hero ['aeuky.

Kors He orcraBas, «XopoBoasick» BOKpPYT HOr. Takumu TeMIiamMu y MeHsl CKOpo OyAayT Mo
HOIICHHbIe BaJIeHKM W3 Kolmaubed mepctu. U TyT, Kaiock, s ero nHyna. He Tak, Kak mpoOWBaioT
TMIEHAJIBTH, HO BIIOJTHE onlyTuMO. He oueHs 0071bHO, a ckopee, 0ouaHo. Ho Kot He yOexan ¢ TMKUMu
KPUKaMH ¥ HE CHPATAICSA B KaKylo-HUOYIb JIbIPY, 3alu3bIBasi «OyOSHUYMKN» M TEpeKuBasi CBOK
MAaJICHBKYIO KOIIAYbIO TPareuio.

— IlpoctH, KOTUK, TeOsI CIyYailHO HAMOTAJIO HA MAaxXOBHK MOErO IUIOXOTO HACTPOEHHS], —
rajIeHbKO CKa3asa si, CpbIBasi Ha MyIIMCTHKE BCIO 3I0CTh Ha HECIIPABEIUBBIA MUD.

Kor otorien n mocMoTpes Ha MeHs1 04eHb HEXOPOIIMM U MHOTOOOEIIAIONTMM B3I I0M. Takum
MOXHO JIOKKH FHYTh W TBO3/IM 3aKOJIAUUBATb.

— W gro ThI MHE crienaenib? — 37100HO Mpou3Hecna 1.

MoOOWIBHUK OTISITh 3aBUOpUPOBajL. 3BOHMIA MaMa. KTo-To yxke «HamsiyKa» Ha MEHs.

— B Tanku Haragumis? Vnu crienaenis BOHIOUYIO JTyKy TOJ MOEH IBEpbio? — eXUIHO TTOUHTe-
pecoBaach s, TIsAs Ha HEJIOBOJIBHYIO KOIIAYbI0 MOPY.

U TyT KOTHIIIKE SIBHO cTa0 1y10X0. OH JIer Ha 3eMJTIo ¥ 3aMep. S MocMoTpesia Ha Hero v NoHsIa,
410 OH cz10X. Kot cjox. Bpp! MHe Obl10 Tak HEMpHUATHO, YTO peliiia OToruTH noaaisine. Moe Cepare
CKMMAJIOCh OT KaJIOCTH M YyBCTBa BHHBI. Bpone He cuiibHO yaapuia... XOTs BAPYT OH KakKOH-TO
60BHOM ?

JlagHo, TyT OcTaHOBKA HeAaseKo. S BOTKHYJIa B 1M HAYITHUKY U IBUHYJIACh B CTOPOHY OCTa-
HOBKH. [Iporysiioch nemoykoM. A 4to aenathb?

Brliins aBopamMu K jopore, yBUeNa, YTO HETOAANEKy OT MEepeKpecTKa CTOJIUIUCH JIIOMH.
Tomy6oii meBpoNET ¢ MPOMATON TepeIHEN IBEPhI0 CO CTOPOHBI MACCaXUPa, B KOTOPYIO, MTOYTH KaK
HOX B MAacJio, BOIILIA 3eJieHast ToMoTa. Yaap ObLT TAKOM CHJIBI, UTO eCii Obl Ha TIEpeIHEM CHIICHUN
CHZEJ YeJIOBEK, TO BPSJL JIM OT/AeNascs Obl JierkuM uctiyrom. Jlionu oxanu, axanu, potorpadgpupoBaiu
Ha Tesie(pOH. A T/ie-TO YKe CIBIIIAJICS BOM CUPEHbI CKOPOH MOMOIIIH.

VY mens kBakHyno CMC: «Bar Bb130oB oTMeHeH. [lonb3yiTech yeayramu Hallero Takcu 1 Ioity-
YHUTEe CKUAKY Ha KaXAYI0 TPEThio moe3nky!» BoauTenb meBpose ObLT KMB U AaXe CaM BbIIIET
W3 MAaIllMHbI, MOMIATHIBASICh W BBHITUPAsi KPOBb, TEKYIIYI0 U3 pazoutoro nda. Hacuer maccaxupos
Y BOZIUTEJISI TOWOTHI 51 HE 3HAJA M TMIOAXOOUTH ONMKe He pemanach. MpICIb O TOM, YTO Ha MEpeaHeM
CUAECHUU MOTJIa Obl CUZIETD S, TIOBEpIJia B CTyMop. Sl cTosiIa Ha BaTHBIX HOTaX M HE MOIJIa TOIeBe-
JIMThCS, TJIS/IS], KaK HA MeCTe aBapuH CyeTsTcs Jioand. ABTOOyC, MAYIIMIA 0 aBTOBOK3aJa, poexal
MHMO, a s B OIIETICHEHU! CMOTpEJIa, KaK BBITACKUBAIOT BOAUTEIS TOMOTHI, KJIAAYT HA HOCUJIKH U TPY-
3T B KapeTy CKopoil. B ruieepe urpana My3bika, pepsiBaeMasi CyJOPOKHOM BUOpaluen U mpOTHB-
HBIM MSIyKaHbEM.

BHesarHo 51 MouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK y MEHSI U3 TIPABOTO yXa MEJICHHO BHITACKMBAIOT HAYIIHUK.

— Hpasutca? KpacuBo, He Tak 1 ? — CIIPOCHIT TUXUiA, BKPAAUMBBIN, HO B TOKE BPEMSI 3JI0BEIIA
MYKCKOH rojioc 3a crnimHoi. — He obopauunBaiics, mpimka. Ctoit u cMoTpu. CMOTpY BHUMATENIBHO

10



K. IOpam. «[Ipunua wer! 4 3a Hero!»

Y 3aTIOMHUHAl. 3aloOMUHAK Bce, 4TO BUIUIIG. [ToToMy uTO cefiuac Tebst HAMOTaeT Ha MaXOBUK MOETO
OYeHb IJIOXOro HacTpoeHus. M Mano tede He MmoKakeTcsl.

S xorena obepHyThCS, HO He cMoria. Ha acdanbre oTueMBo ObUTM BUIHBI 1Be TeHH. Mos
MaJIeHbKasl, C 32)KaThiM B pyKe Tesie(hOHOM, M BTOpasi, BHICOKAsI, TIOUTH MOJTHOCTBHIO 3aCJOHSIONIAS
Morto. Bonbime pyku sieri MHe Ha 1uiedd. CKBO3b TOHKYIO (DyTOOJIKY s1 OLITYTHJIA, KaK OCTPbIe KOT'TH
HErTyOOKO BIUBAIOTCS B KOXKY, TIOTOM XBaTKa UyTh-UyTh C1a0eeT. .. ¥ KOrTH BOH3al0TCs cHOBa. [oc-
MOJH, YTO 3T0? DTO UTO 32 PUJIBM yKACOB?

— TbI ciparmBasa, 4To st Mory Tede ceaTh? — CHoBa IPOU3HEC TOT e TrOJIOC y CaMOro yxa. —
Xopoluil BONpoc, MbIIIKa. .. Jlai-Ka nogymMarhb. ..

Kort Bmnch B Ijieun yxke JOCTATOYHO CHIIBHO. S 4yTh He OWMKHYJa OT Ooiu. XOTenoch
BBIPBAThLCS, KPUKHYTh, HO sI CTOsLJIA MOJTYA, KaK CTaTys, IJIsi/is Ha IBE TeHU Ha TPECHYBIIEM acasbTe.

— B tanku s, pazymeercs, raauTh He Oyay. DTO HUXKE MOETO JOCTOMHCTBA. A BOT B AyIIy —
BCerja noxanyicra! — yeMexXHyJICSl My’KUMHA C JISTKUM MPHUIbIXaHUEM U Ha CEKYH/TY 3aKPbLT JIAOHBIO
MOM TJ1a3a.

Korzaa o yOpan pyky, s OHsIIa, 4TO CHOBA MOTY IEBEIUTHCSA, U 00epHY/1ack. Ha MeHst cMoT-
penu royoble YeioBeuecKue 1ia3a. Baris u3-1oj YepHbIX, CIIBUHYTHIX OpOBEl ObLT OUeHb TSKe-
JIbIM, XOJIOAHBIM M TIONO3PUTENIHEHO 3HAKOMBIM. $1 y’ke TOBOpHMIIA, YTO TAKUM B3IJISIIOM HAJIO TBO3IH
3akosaurBath. Cylis 1o BcemMy, B MEHsI MBICJIEHHO BOWUJIM LIEJTYIO MTAauKy 'BO3/IEH M MOTSHYJIICH 32 BTO-
po¥i.

K rnazam npunarasicst TOHKUM, ITMHHOBATHIN HOC C YYTh OMYIIIEHHBIM BHU3 KOHYMKOM U OTBpa-
THUTEJIbHASI OHOOOKAsl yCMeIlIKa Ha KPacHBO OYepUeHHBIX ry0ax. Takoe 4yBCTBO, UTO oOnaaaTesns
BCEH 3TOW KPacoThl MepeiepruBao OT oMep3eHus. S Toxe OblIa Janeko He B BOCTOpre OT CTOJb
HEOKMIAHHOTO 3HAaKOMCTBA. [la, MHe HpaBsiTCsl OPIOHETHI, Ja, UMEHHO C TAKUMM YepTaMH JIMLA, Ja,
MMEHHO C TOJyObIMHU TJ1a3aMHU, HO TOJIBKO €CITM OHU CMOTPST Ha MeHS C JIIOOOBBIO U 000KAHUEM.
A 371ech M000BBI0 M 000kaHUEM Jaxe He naxio. [laxyo HenpusaTHocTsMU. KpynHBIMU HENPUSATHO-
cramu. U yepHas onesx/ia OpioHeTa TONbKO YCHIIMBAIA 3arax.

Jltonu, HUKOrga He oOMKanTe KMBOTHBIX. HuKorma.

— Ionanack, MBIIIKA, — C YCMEIIKOW 3aMETHII MyKUMHA.

MBbi cTosiii B OOJIBIIIOM MBITHHOM 3aJjie, TIOCPer KOTOPOro TOpYall 3apOCIIMi Ay THHOU TPOH.
Ha Tpone nokownack o0se3nast KopoHa. f cHoBa nepeBesna B3rJIsi/] Ha OpioHeTa ¥ 3aMeTHIIa, Kak ¢ ero
MIPUYECKON MPOUCXOUT YTO-TO CTpaHHOe. Ha ero royioBe nojiHIMAaIMCh YepHBIE KOIIAYbH YIITH, KOTO-
pble 10 3TOr0 MOMEHTA ObUIM MIPUKATHI ¥ CJIMBAJIUCH C BoJIocamu. My3bIKa B IIeepe BCe ellie 3ByJaia.
«3auem TorTath Mot J060Bb? Ee 1 Tak moutu He crano...»

— Ipocru... Te... — BeIaBWIA s, OTBOAS B3IVIsAA. Termepbh MHE ObUIO COBCeM He CThITHO. MHe
OBLIIO MTPOCTO CTPAIIIHO.

OnHOOOKas1 yCcMellIKa MpeBpaTHiiach B IPE3PUTEIIbHYIO YIIBIOKY, 2 B MOIO CTOPOHY METHYJIaCh
CHU3Y YepHasi 3Mesi. OHa pe3Ko pBaHy/la MOM HAyIIHUKHU 32 TpoBof. TenedoH BblIeTes U3 KapMaHa
1 pasouics.

— Bcerpa meutan sto cnenath! — 3aMeTHs My)XKYMHA, HACTyMasi HOrOM Ha MoW cMmapTdOoH
Y C SIBHBIM YJIOBOJILCTBUEM JIaBSl €r0 HA KAMEHHBIX TUIMTaxX ToJa. — [IOMHUIIb, MBIIIKA, TH MeUTasIa
YBUJETh HACTOSILIETO MpUHLA?

TosbKko He TOBOPUTE MHE, YTO BOT 3TO CYIIECTBO C HEJOBOJILHON (PU3MOHOMUEN — MOH Tpe-
kpacHbiil puni! Her! Het! Her! Takoe uyBcTBO, OynTo s ero Kynwia B untepHere! Ha kapTuHke
OfIHO, a B KOpoOke... Cnacu0o, s Jiyuinie CHOBa 3aiiMych O€300MIHBIM «KOHEBOACTBOM.

— Tak Bor. {1 ucnomHWI TBOE XeaHue. Bosbilie MeuTaTh He HY)XKHO, — YCMEXHYJICSI OpIOHET.
W psimoM ¢ HUM MOSIBUIIOCH OOJIBIIIOE OBAIBHOE 3€PKAJIO, B KOTOPOM OTpakasloCh MOE KpaiiHe 03a/1a-
YEHHOE JIUIIO. Y MEHs Ha TUledax JiekKaau PYKH C BHYIIUTEIBHBIMU KOTTSIMHU.

— Teneps T — ipuHII. TBO¥ TPOH, TBOSI KOPOHA, TBOW 3aMOK, — IPOIIIUTIE]T OPIOHET B YEPHOM.
3epka’io ucyesno. A 3mes CITyCTHIIACh K ero Horam, cjerka rnojepruBasi rojoBoi. S otcienuia B3ris-

11



K. IOpam. «[Ipunua wer! 4 3a Hero!»

JI0OM, OTKY/1a OHA BBINIOJI3A€ET, ¥ TIOHSJIA, YTO 3TO. .. XBOCT. Ero xBocT. [laiite nepeBapuTh NOITy4YEHHYIO
3pUTENBHBIM TyTeM UH(OPMAIMIO. Y HEero ectb XBOcT. MyXkHUK ¢ XBocTOM. Mexy Hor Oonraercs,
Ha «X» Ha3bIBaeTcs. XBOCT. XBOCT JIydIlle, YeM X00OT. ..

— A 3T0, MBIIIKa, — €XUJHO CKa3aJl OH, pa3BOpauyMBasi MEHsS U CJIETKa BIMBASICh KOITSMU
B IUIEYH, — TBOU NpeAllecTBeHHUKH. [IpekpacHble MpUHIbI.

[NopTpeTsl KpacuBBIX, MOJIOJBIX, MYXKECTBEHHBIX MYKUMH Ha JIOOOW BKYC, YKpalaau coOoi
LeJTylo creHy. Takoe 4yBCTBO, UTO $ 3arpocuiia y SIHAeKca «caMble KpacuBble My KUMHbI», & OH BbIBa-
JIAJT MHE Ky4y KapTuHOK. [IpsiMmo Ajutest ciaBbl. BpioHeTsl, OJIOHIWHBI, PhIKUE, MATSHBI. .. [IpUHIIBI
BCEX MacTell CMOTpPEJX Ha MeHsI C JII0OOBBIO ¥ 000kaHNeM. VX 00beTUHSIIO TONBKO OJJHO — y KakKI0TO
Ha roJioBe ObliIa 3HAKOMasi KOPOHa.

— U rne onn? — cpocuia s, ONIsIABIBASICH 110 CTOPOHAM.

— A THI IOIyMaii, MOs MBIIIIKa. PaGoTa mpuHIa onacHa u TpyaHa... [locMoTpu Ha HUX BHUMa-
TEJIbHO. .. BepxHuil psi man cMepThio XpaOpbix. HuokHMIA — erne Xyxe. ..

—YT0 MOXeT ObITh Xy’ke? — YAUBUIIACK 51, CO3eplIasi 3Ty KpacoTy. BOH TOT OJIOHIMH C 3eIeHbIMU
rJ1a3aMu — MPOCTO cKaszka. Heyxkenmu Takue ObIBAIOT B mpupose?

— ’Kenunuce! — paccMesiyicst KOTTHCTBIN OpIOHET, CHOBA BHITycKast KOrTy. Tak, MHe 3TO He Hpa-
BUTCSL.

— XOpoI110, eciu 51 — MPUHIL, Thl TOTJa KTO? — CIPOCHIIA 51, MEJTbKOM Opocasi B3IJIs] HA KOHYHMK
€ro XBOCTa.

— 51 — TBOII KPECTHBIN. .. — OTBETHJI OPIOHET, HaZleBasi MHE Ha TOJIOBY OOJIE3ITyI0 KOPOHY.

— Oren? — ¢ y)kacoM NOMHTEPECOBaJaCh s, cpasy npeacrasiss Jona Kopieone, nornaxusaio-
IETr0 KMPHOT'O KOTA XOJIEHON PYKOM C MAaCCUBHBIM MEPCTHEM. A BOKPYT HETO CTOJIIMUJIACH KyYa raHr-
CTEPOB C MUCTOJIETAMHU.

— Xyxe... ®Peil, — OTBETUJI XBOCTAThIA. UTO-TO SIBHO HE TaK s ceOe MpecTaBisiia KPEeCTHBIX
eit. A nymana, 4ro ¢en — 3T0 Takue MUJIAXU C KPBUIBIIIKAMU, KOTOPBIE MOSIBJISIIOTCS B HYKHBIN
MOMEHT, MaIllyT BOJIIEOHON MaJOYKON, U BCE cpa3y CTaHOBHUTCS Xopoio. Ho MHe uTo-To ceiiyac
COBCEM HE XOpOMUIO.

— A e TBOs. .. Balia BoJIIeOHas Majyiovyka? — B3JOXHYJIA s, IJIs1/1s1 HA HeTO, BCIOMUHAS JETCKUE
MYJIBTUKY U CTpajiasi OT My4YUTEIbHOTO KOTHUTUBHOTO AXcCOHaHca. — M y MeHs ecTb IpeyIoxKeH e . .
Bephu... Te... MeHs1 oOpatHoO. ..

— Bepren s TBOE npesiokeHe Ha BOTIIIEOHON MaovKe, — JISHMBO OTBETUJI KPECTHBIM, CIIAKO
MOTATMBAsICh. — S OTBETUJI cpa3y Ha JiBa Borpoca?
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I'naBa BTopas. ToJibKO necHs coBceM
He 0 TOM, Kak He Jaauiaa lOJs ¢ koTom

Ecnm 651 B MOEH KM3HU BAPYT MOSIBUJICS KOT, TO 3TO OBLT OBI IyIIMCTHIN epc 1o nmeHn Kcepkc.
[Mepcuackuii napb, [ymaio, IpeTeH3uil Obl He UMe, a KOTUIIKA — TeM Ooniee. Cocetn TaCKOBO Ha3bl-
Bayu Obl ero Kcepokcom. «lOmns! To#t Keepoke onsATh ,,Hakcepri1“ y Hac 1Moji ABEPhIO!» — BHICKa3bI-
BaJIM Obl MHE Ha KakJIOM COOpaHUM KMJIBLIOB. 3aTO BIAENbIIBI COCEICKMX KOIIEK MPEIbIBISIA Obl
MHE MYIIUCTBIE «KCEPOKONMM». W Tak Kaxaylo BECHY.

Sl cHOBa yKpaaKoil mocMoTpesia Ha KpecTHoro. deilf KpUTMYHO OCMOTpesT MpauHblid U KpaiiHe
3alyIIEeHHBI 321 CO CBUCAIOLIEH C MOTOJKA MAayTMHOW, MOTOM OpPOCHJ B3IV Ha MEHs U KPUBO
ycMmexHysncsl. Ero XBocT Me[IleHHO MOJHSUICS, NOMPaBUI OIMH U3 BUCSIIUX MOPTPETOB, a MOTOM
CHOBA JIET Ha M0JI, pPUTMUYHO MOJEPriuBasi KOHUUKOM.

o noprpeTamMu pacronokuIach CTEKJISIHHAS U IbUIbHASI BUTPUHA, B KOTOPOH Jiexkasla KypTKa,
CMaxHMBaloOIas Ha YAJMHEHHBIA MyHIUP C 30J0THIMH IIHYpaMH, Oesibie oOJeraroniye MTaHsl U 4ep-
Hble BBICOKME canoru-06otgoptel. K kocTioMmy npuHIa npuiaraics KOpoTKuid Oenplil mai. [Joopo
MOKaJIOBAaTh Ha IETCKUI YTPEHHUK !

— Ilepeonesaiics, ITpunu! — yemexnyscs ®ei, criupast nbUlb ¢ BATPUHBI, — Tenepb 310 — TBOsS
padouas ofexna.

— A Bac He CMYUIAET, YToO £... XM... JeBYyIIKa? — [IOMHTEPECOBANIACH f1, IIs]1 HA KOHYMK XBOCTA,
KOTOPBIM OH MOCTyKHMBaJI 10 nony. — Kakoit g Ha ¢ur npuHn? Ao — nryrtka? [lomyruim, u xsatur!

— A c 4ero MeHs 3TO JOJIKHO CMyHIaTh? — XOJIOAHO ycMexHyJcs Peil, CHoBa HAMUHAsI CBO-
VMU KOTTUCTBIMU PyKaMH MOM Oe[iHbIe TIeur. — MeHs 3To fake panyeT. JKeHUThcs Ha pHUHIIeccax
He npuaercs. Thl y HAC — MpaBUJIbHAS MBILLIKA, ¥ IIPUHLECCH TeOs1 MHTEPecoBaTh He IOJIKHBL. [lymato,
YTO CKOPO MBIIIKa cama BCE MONMET.

Ero xorrtu cHoBa cierka BOMJIMCh B MOM IIeUM. Sl Bce MOHMMal0, HO MHe HenpusTHo! dur
C HUM, KOTJa 9TO JeJIal0T MaJleHbKHE JIAIIKK MaJIeHbKOro Komactika. Emy npocrutensHo. Ho koraa
OOJIbIINE MYKCKUE PYKH C AJIMHHBIMUA KOI'TSIMU — JIEMCTBUTENIBHO HAIpPSATaeT.

— A y npuHIa 60MbIIIOe KOPOJIEBCTBO? — TOCKJIMBO MOMHTEPECOBANIACH 51, PUKU/ABIBAS Mac-
ITaObl MPABJICHUS U TIHITASICh YOpaTh PyKHM KPECTHOrO ¢ MOMX Iuled. Ara, ceiiuac. [lepku kapmaH
mmpe! Uto 3a MaHepa «HaMUHATB» MeHs KortsimMu? YTo 310 BooO1I1e 03HaYaeT? f B KoImavybix moBasi-
Kax He CHJIbHA U MacCax ¢ IIyOOKMM ITPOHMKHOBEHHEM. .. KOI'Tel He 3aKa3blBaJla.

— V¥ Te6s1 ecTh TOJIBKO 3aMOK, KOPOHA, Me, KOHb. .. — KpecTHBIi c1aiko B3AOXHYI, HAKJIOHWB-
IIKUCh K MoeMy yxy. — U s1.

Cyns no ciakomy «si», KOT — 3TO caMoe JJOpOroe U LIeHHOe, 4To Y MeHs ecTb. «f!» 1 Mopna,
NOJTHasE OJIaKEHCTBA OT OCO3HAHBS COBEPIIICHCTBA.

— A MOXHO Tak He JefaTb! — BOBMYTHJIACh 1, UyBCTBY#, KaK KOI'TU Pa3 3a pa3oM CJIerka BIU-
BalOTCS B MOM IUJIe4d. — MHe, Mesx/1y IpOoYrM, OOJIbHO!

— 51 tak ycnokamnBatoch. He kaxaplii ieHb Moyvaellb OOTUHKOM IIO. ..

OH BbinycTi1 KOrti. KOHYMK XBOCTa pUTMUYHO LIEBEIWIICS Ha MOMY. Y MEHs CeroHs TOXe
OYeHb IUIOXO€ HACTPOEHWE, U MHE TOXKE OYEHb 3aXOTeJOCh YCHOKOUThCSA. OHO IBMKEHHE MOen
HOT'Y — ¥ KOT'TU MOMEHTAJIbHO BOH3MJIUCH TiTyOxke. S cTucHyna 3yObl OT 00iu, e/1Ba CAepKUBAs CIE3bl.
IToTom korTtu pe3ko nponaau. Ha Moux mievax jiexkaau oObluHbIE YenoBedeckue pyku. bes korrei.

— MHe To’ke He momeIaio Obl YCHOKOMTBCS, — YCMEXHYJIAch 51, youpasi HoTy ¢ KOHYMKA ero XBO-
cra. I TyT mouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK MEHS YTO-TO AYHIUT. JJIMHHBII YEpHBIA XBOCT, TOJIBKO YTO AYyILIEB-
HEHBKO OTJABJICHHBII OOTUHKOM, OOBHJICS BOKPYT IIIEU U CJIerKa CKaJl ee.

— S He pacciblIIIaN «yCHOKOUTBCS» U «YTIOKOMThCSI» ? — JOHECCs BKpaaumBblid ronoc. — [oxy-
paumiuch, U xBatuT. [lepeoneBaiicss, Mbimka. Ham mpezictont MHOTO paboThI.
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— A MOXHO 5 B [UKMHCaX U (pyTOONKE? — cCapKaCTUYECKH MIOMHTEPECOBANIACH 51, CHOBA TTOTJIs-
IbIBasi HA KOHYMK ero xBocTa. — Kakas pasnuia, B uem mup cnacats? M BooOie, kakoro yepra? 51
BOOOIIe He cobupatock HUKOro cracarb! [lycTh cnacaoT cebst camu! XBatut! § BCIO KU3HB KOTO-
To cnacaio! BepHu MeHst JoMoit, uyueno-Msiyueno! Y MeHs cectpa Ha Bok3asie cTouT! Thl Moy T,
s mocMestnack. Ilpoctu, moxanyiicra, 3a To, 4to 51 Teds nHyna. Katock, co0one3Hyio, COuyBCTBYIO,
HO JIyTh Ha BOJIIIEOHYIO MAJIOUKY KaTerOPHUECKH OTKA3bIBAIOCh. MOXeIllb Jaxke ee He J0CTaBaTh.

— Tak, He TH... — OOMXEHHBIH 10 KOHYMKA XBOCTa KPECTHBIM BBIKAAT MHOTO3HAUYUTEIBHYIO
naysy, — ... Iy, MbIlIKa, a pocTo nepeojeBancs!

Sl ¢ HEeOBOJILHBIM JIMLIOM CTajla HATATUBATh MYHAMPYMK MOBepX YepHOU (pyTOONKH. OH ObLT
MHe BesiK. To ecTb Kak Benuk ? «[Iponana MasibBuHa, HeBecTa Mosl. ..» [IpumepHo Hactonbko. Vnu
MIPUHIIBI OBUTM OOTaTHIPSIMU, KaK Ha MOAOOD, WM s KOMIUIEKIEH He Bhilia. Ho B 3TOM ecTb 1 cBOM
TUTIOCHL. B rpy/iv oH TOYHO He kaJl. 3aTo HEMHOTO MOKMMAJ B KOJleHKax. Eciu pacTsnyTasi MyKcKast
(yTOOTIKA OTIIMYHO 3aMEHsIET )KEHCKYI0 HOUHYIO pyOaIlKy, TO CYMTaiTe, YTO y MEHSI €CTb IOJTHOLICH-
HBIN IU3aiiHepCKUi JoMarHui xanat. «C 3amaxom». Kyma Obl BBl HU TIOCTABWIIM yIapeHUe B CJIOBE
«3arax», Bbl HE OLIUOJIUCH.

JlagHo, Teneps mranbl. OTaMuHble mTansl. [Ipocto Benvkonenseie! Y MeHs eCTh 1B€ HOBOCTH.
Xopomas 1 rioxasi. Xopolasi: s TOYHO 3Halo, rae neped. [loxas: mocne Toro, Kak s y3Haja, rie
niepen, HaJeBaTh s MX He cTany. Hu nmon kakum nipeasiorom!

— Y0 3T0 32 KeNTOe MATHO CIEPEar B paiioHe MyroBUYeK? — ¢ MOA03pEeHNEM BO3MYTHIIACH 4,
aeMoHcTpupyst Pero 310 HenoTpedCTBO.

— IloHsTHA HE MMEI0, — CAPKACTHUYECKH 3aMETHJI KPECTHBII, HA C TOTO HU C CEro 3aUHTEPeco-
BaBIIIKCh MOPTpeTaMu. 5 Toxke MoTya MpUILypUIach Ha mopTpersl. «M K10 310 caenan?» [IpuHipl
Ha CTEHKE MOJYaJId, IEMOHCTPHPYS] MHE CBOM OTyXOTBOPEHHBIE JuIla. Heykenu BOH TOT KpacuBbIi
OpIOHET C IpyCTHBIMU Kapumu Tnazamu? Wnm 3matokynapeiil ceporasbiii xepyum? [Ipo BepxHMiA
psin s Boood1e Momdy. O MOKOWHBIX JIMOO XOPOIIO, MO0 HUYero. A BOT HUKHHMA. .. Y BeJib CTBIAHO
Ha KOro-To nopymars! Bce Takue nmpekpacHsbie.

[tansl cpa3y oTkaaasiBaeM. OcTaHych B UKUHCAX.

Korma roBopsrt: «Pa3mep uMeer 3HaueHHe», TO UMEIOT B BUY HE TOJIIBKO OfeXk]Ty, HO U OOYBb.
Carrors COpoK MATOro pa3Mepa MmopagoBaIvd TeM, YTO Y MeHs TpuAlaTh BOcbMoi. Takoe 4yBCTBO,
CJIOBHO $1 coOpasiachk Ha pbidasiky! Caroru 10 mogMblIiieK y MeHs yxe ecth! [oTHble, BoHIOUHE MYX-
ckue canoru. Ceiiuac yepBeld HaKomaeM 1 yIoukor 003aBeieMcsi. MokeT, OCTOPOKHO TIOMHTEPECco-
BaThbCs y KoTobesi, He XoueT Jiu oH pelOKK ? He nnTepecyetcst im noasieaHou peioasikoii? [Ipocto meHs
O4YeHb OOHA/IS)KUBAET €ro XBOCT. f ¢ yIoBOJIbCTBUEM OyIy COBKOBOI JIONATOM BBI3BOJISITH OPYILETO
KOTHIIIKY BMECTE C IPUMEP3IIMMH MPUYMHAATIAME U3 JIEISHOTO 1ieHa. Y mycTh TOJIBKO mompooyeT
CcKazarhb, uTo KjeBa HeT. KneBo Oyner, HO He emy. S1 jke roBOpumIIa, YTO KOTUK MHE Cpa3y He IMOHpa-
BuJics. U, cynst mo «go0opoMy» BIITISLY, OH TOKE Ha MEHS CJIeTKa OOMKEH.

— U1? - c uzneBoukoi cripocuiia 51 y @est. — [1aBHOE, YTOOBI KOCTIOMYUK CUJIEN?

deil mocMoTpes Ha MeHs, BCKMHYB OpOBb, U CKPUBMJICSI. XBOCT, KOTOPBII IO 9TOTO MEPHO
TOJIparvBaJl, BHE3AITHO 3aCThUT HA MeCTe.

— 4 roroBa padoTarh, 3acyurB pyKaBa! — ¢ eXuLel 3aMeTIIa 51, HOTpsicasi CBOel «CMHUPUTEITb-
HOH pyOalikoii». — tak, cCuiibHO 51 IoX0oka Ha npuHLa? Vi Tl cefiuac «esrauiinb» MHe MPUInd-
HBIT KOCTIOM — WK «HU(es» s 1eath He Oymy!

Kot miaBHO CKOJTB3HYII KO MHE. Y HEro oka3ajaach OueHb CTPaHHas ToXoaKa. AGCOMOTHO Oec-
IIyMHAsl ¥ TIPY 9TOM OuYeHb rpanro3Has. He kakias neBymika ymeeT Tak XoquTh. Bompoc o Kora-
Ybell OPUEHTALIMN Mbl [TOKA OTJIOKHM.

— Tak... — 3amymunBo nmpomypibikain Peid. Ero xBoct 0OBUJICS BOKPYT MOEH Ipy/I.

— JIeBSIHOCTO YeThIpe. .. — 3aMETHJI OH, CJIerKa MPHITYPUBIIUCH U 3aKycuB ry0y. — $1 Obl B35
c 3anmacoM. IleBssHOocTO msATh. C ydetoM Oeibs... [leBaHocTo cemb. OTIMYHO. YUTOOBI ThI JBIIIATH
cmorva. Tammd y Hac. ..
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XBOCT OOBHJICSI BOKPYT MOEH TaJIHH.

— Cembaecsr... Bo3ssmem cembaecat nisth. [Ipuranennsiii. Tak, yro y Hac nasbiie? beapa.
Bocembaecat Bocemb. OTIM4HO! — 32lyMYHMBO MTPOOOPMOTa KpecTHbIN. Ero 3pauku BHE3armHo pac-
MIAPUITHCH, & TIOTOM CY3WJIKCH JIO TIONIEPEYHOM IIENIKH.

—ToroBo... — yemexnysicsa Peit, genas mar Haza.

Uro 310 66UT0? Ha TpoHe siekan uncteiii koctiom MOEI'O pa3mepa, a Bo3jie MeHsI CTOST CHM-
MaTHUYHbIEe CAMOKKU. YIYIIAIIUH 3arax My»KCKUX IMTOTHBIX HOT MTPEKPaTUII pa3apakaTh MOU perien-
Topbl. OH McUe3 BMECTE C JKEJITHIM MATHOM. §l HeIOBEpUMBO MOCMOTpENIa Ha KPECTHOTO.

— Tax ThI ¥ Ha MalIMHKE BHIIMBATh yMeelb? Ternepb 0CTanoch MOHSTh, KPECTUKOM WM TJ1a-
IpbI0! — MPOTHBHO 3aMeTUIIA 1, TIOAHUMAs OPOBb U MPUMEPSISI «<OOHOBKY» C Uy:KOro Iuieda, — Kak bl
3TO caenan?

— 4 mpocto ckazan: «3HU-09HU-pada»! Y MBICIIEHHO IIENKHYI XBOCTOM! — raJIeHbKO yCMeX-
Hysncs: Peit, OTBOpaYMBASCh.

3auem nipuHil? 3ayem meu? Eciu oH JeicTBUTENbHO HA MAIIMHKE IUTh YMEET, TO Mbl Cpazy
aTesibe OTKpoeM. S MpuHUMalo 3aKa3bl, OH CUIUT U IIbET, KaK KUTANCKKe MoABajbHbIe paboune. bes
CHA Y OT/IbIXa, KPUBO MPUCTPAYMBAS STHKETKH: « Armiani» 1 «Dolche Gabon». Mbl TOIKHBI epKaTh
MapKy! ®upMeHHbIe TopUallrie HUTKU U KPUBOM I1IOB — BOT JIMLIO Hartrero 6penaa!l He cuuras yrpio-
MO KOllIaube-4eI0BeYberd MOP/Ibl JIUIIA.

— Yo nanplie? — MOMHTEPECOBANACH 1, TIPECTABIsAsA, KaK B TOM MHpe OeJHbII «MaMUH KOTe-
HOK» MCXOJMT B JIOTOK, HAOMpast MOH yke He CYIIecTBYoImui HoMep. — U BooOiie, st Kyrath xouy. 5
C yTpa TOJIBKO Kogpe muia. .. A He MOT ObI Thl «HaessInTh» YTO-HUOYAb chenoOHoe? Ilpocto pado-
TaTh Ha TOJIOIHBIN KeTYJOK s He TTPUBBIKJIA.

— Hagestauts cprenodnoe? — nepecrnipocun Peit, mpeBpaTuiics B KOTa U ucue3. Yepes nsrh
MUHYT OH MOSIBUJICSA, Talla B 3y0ax... MOMYyI0XJI0ro ronyos. ['omyObp packuHyN KpbUlbs, TIOCTIEAHUIMI
pa3 JepHYIICS U 3aTHX.

— Urak, — ragjiMBo NpOU3HEC KOT, BBITUIEBBIBAsI ITHYKY, — OyJIeM AeIUTh MOPOBHY WJIH T10 CITpa-
BeJUIMBOCTH? XOPOI1Io, JaBail MOpoBHY. Biomb wim nonepek?

— Y6epu 3Ty OPHUTO3HYIO JOXJISITUHY OTCIOfIa! — 3a0pasa s, MBITasiCh MOAABUTD ITPUCTYIT Ope3r-
JMBOCTU. MeHs ¢ IeTcTBa nepeAepruBaeT oT MEPTBBIX 3BepiolleK. be!

— Mory wmblib noiiMars Ha aecepT. Tonbko uto Tam Toi Mpiku? Ha Ba ykyca... — eXuaHo
3aMeTUIT KOT, MPUKUMAsI JIATon 100bI4Yy.

W cHoBa mpeBparuiicsl B YelOBEKa, CIUTIOHYJ TEPHIIKO, CKAMAas B KOITHCTOU pyKe HOXJIYIO
NTUYKY. Y NTUYKW Ha Jlarke ObUla Kakas-To OyMakka ¢ mevarbio U3 cypryda. ®eil paBHOAYIITHO
OTOpPBAJ €€ BMECTE C JIAIKOM.

— «9T10 — Haie nocieaHee npenynpexaeHue. Ecim oteera He OyaeT, TO Mbl OOBSIBIISIEM BaM
BOIHY!» — 3a4MTaJ OH, OTOPBAB IeYaTh U OECIIEPEMOHHO Pa3BEPHYB MOCIaHHE.

— Or1o0 Ham? — Harpsiack s1. He xBatasio ere BoHbI!

— Her, ve nam. ITpocto mumo niposnerai. — KpecTHbIN cMsiT M BRIOPOCHJT «IIOCTIE/IHEE TTMCHMO»
BMecTe ¢ Tynikoi. — [Tokoiicst ¢ Mupom, ntuia Mupa!

— Tot B «IToute Poccum» cimyvaitHo He padoTasn? — olapaiieHHO TIOMHTePecoBalIach s, BCIO-
MUHasl, KAKOW MPOIEHT MOCBUIOK KO MHE JOIIEN ¥ B KAKOM BH/IE.

— 51 cnenan Bce, uyTo Mor. BecriaTHo y Hac TOJBKO rofyOu. 3aMeTh, STOT KUPHBIH, TIOUTOBBIN.
JlagHo, motom noem. .. Ilycts noka nonexut. — Peit 00nmm3an ryobl ¥ ClIagKo 3eBHYJI, IPUKPbIBas
POT KOI'TUCTON pyKOr. — OOMSIKHET. . .

— U kak yacto ThI roy0eii eib? — CKpUBUBIINCH, CITPOCHUIIA S1, TJIsIIs1 HA KOMOK TIEPhEB B YIITy.

«3T10 5 MoueMy Takou 370 Obu1? TToToMy uTO TONMyOel e, a Kak mepelies Ha CyXue KopMa,
TaK cpazy poopers Hauan! Msy!»

— HWnorpa 51 6a1yioch MbIIIaMH, — CApKacTUIHO oTBeTHIT Peil. — Ecm xouelb, MOXkeIlb CUIeTb,
CJIOXa JIAMKK, MOsi MBIIIIKa, HO TOT/Ia IPUIETCS] CMEHUTh TaCTPOHOMUYECKHUE MPEATIOYTEHHUS.
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— 3a yTo? — B3BbLIA $1, 3aKPbIBAS JIULIO PyKaMH. — 32 YTO MHE BCE 3TO?

— D10 — MecTb. [locnymiait MeHs: BHUMAaTeIbHO, MOsi Mpimika. Tl OTHecCIach KO MHE, MSTKO
roBopsi, o-cBUHCKU. CopBajia Ha MHe 37100y Ha CBOMX JOPOTHMX POACTBEHHHMKOB. A s TeOe, ecu
TBl HE 3aMETUJIa, XU3Hb crac. LleHoi omHOM M3 CBOMX XKHM3HEH. BMecTo TOro 4toObl B3SITh JOMOM
0e3JI0MHOTO KOTa, HAKOPMHUTh U 000rpeTh, TH IIHYJIA ero. M koraa s capixani Ha acgaibTe, Thl KO MHE
naxe He nogonuia. Crnacubo tede, orpomMHoe. B ToM Mupe Thl Obl ObLTa OB MOEH XO3sIKOM. B 3TOM
MUpe 1 — TBoM X03siH. CunTail 3TO Kollaybel MecThi0. Tak 4To Xo4elh Thl MJIA He XOYelllb, HO TeOe
NpUseTCsl OCTaThes 31ech. [IoToMy UTO 51 Tak cKazai! — 3JI0BEIIMM roJIOCOM MPOU3HEC KPECTHBIN. —
Ho ecimu Th1 Oyzenib cebst XOPOIO BECTH W CIYIIAaTh MEHsI, TO y TeOs OyleT BCe, UTO Thl TOJIBKO
noenaennb. VI Msirkas ocresb, U CJIYT, U KpacuBbii 1Bopell. Tak uto naBail, Meblika, perail.

— A Kak ke Mama 1 HacTs1? — TOCKJIMBO CripocHIa si, ¢ HEKOTOPBIM HAC/IaKIEHUEM IPEICTaBIIsI,
KaK «MaMHH KOTEHOK» MOJTYa TalllUT CyMKH Ha JIABOYKY, MIPOKJIMHAS MEHS Ha YeM CBET CTOWT. —
Onu xe 6e3 MeHs MPOonayT.

Ecnu yecTHO, TO 51 ObI7Ta B HEKOTOPOM 3amMertatebeTBe. C OHOM CTOPOHBI 5 UCITBITHIBAJIA HEBE-
posATHOE OOJIErYeHre OTTOrO, YTO Y MEHSI eCTh XKeJIe3HOe aTMOu U He MPHUICTCS OOJbIIe HAHYUTHCS
C «KOTEHKOM», BBICJIYIIIMBasi TIOCTOSTHHBIC YIpeku Mambl. [locerany MeHs, CO3HAIOCh, HEXOPOIIIHe
MBICJTU CJIMHSTD 32 TPaHUILY, CIIPATATHCS U CHENaTh BUII, 9TO MeHs HeT. Jla uTo TaMm «mocemanm»! 5
MeuTasa 00 3TOM, KOr/Ja BU/IeNa Ha SKpaHe 3HAKOMBbIE JIMIA, aKTHBHO TPE3BOHSIIME MHE B YBEPEH-
HOCTH, UTO 5 ceiiuac COpBYCh, Bce OpOIIy U IOOETy peliaTh YyKue MpooeMBbl.

A c ipyroii ctopoHsl. . . § 3akycuia ry0y u cHoBa nocMotpesa Ha ®est. [Torom nepeBena B3Iz
Ha TPOH B MayTHHE.

— [Iponacth MOXET TOJIBKO royOb, €CJIA MBI €T0 JI0 3aBTPa HE CheIUM, — CAPAOHUIECKH 3aMe-
T Peit, oreprupas XBOCTOM. — M anmeTuT, eciiv OH MOJIeKHUT elie HEMHOTO M HauHeT OJIaroyxaTh.
51 TeGe ckaxy BOT 4TO, MBIITIKA. . .

OH mopo11eN MOYTH BIUIOTHYIO, MPUITOAHSIT KOTTeM MO TTOIOOPO/IOK U 3aryIsSHYJ B TJ1a3a.

— PozacTBeHHMKM XOpOIIo Ha Tebe MOKAaTaIMCh? — BBHIJOXHYJI OH, a TMOTOM YCMEXHYJICS. —
A Teriephb MycTh APYKHO CIIE3AI0T U YUaTCs XOOUTh TETITKOM.

— 4 Tak moHuMmaro, BeIOOpa Y MEHsI HEeT, — B3JJOXHYJA s, MOMIsAAbpIBas Ha ronyos. — JlamHo,
MpUHL, TaK npuHL. Bpex kakoii-to, yecTHoe cnoBo. YTo aenars Haxo0?

— To xe camoe, yeM Thl 3aHMMaJlach BCIO XKU3Hb. TOJIBKO 3a XOpoIlllee BO3HArpa)IcHHE.
A Tenepb CMOTpPH BHUMaTeNbHO ! — 3110Berne npousHec Peit, 1 riepe HaMu MOsIBIJIOCh OTPOMHOE Yep-
Hoe 3epkasio. — [Ipu momoIy 3epKasa Tl MoHavary Oyaenib uckars padory. CMoTpu ciona, Melka.

Kot mpoBet pyko¥ 1o 3epKajty, ¥ TYT ke BBICBETUJICSI MAJICHbKUH CITUCOK.

— Taxk, 3T0T 70T YyXe He akTyaseH. CoXpany MpUHIECCY. DTOT TOXKE HE aKTyaJleH — He JJOXK/1a-
J1ach, BHIIIUIA 3aMYXK 32 KaKOro-To Opoassyero My3blkaHTa. 1ot JoT. .. XM. He nogxoaut. TpeOyercs
OIBIT PaOOTHI U TIepevYeHb KOHTPAKTOB 3a rofl. Y Hac OIbITa MoKa HeT. CMOTpUM JAajibliie, — Mypual
KOT, MPUILYpUBIIKCH. — BoT. OTinynbii j1oT. CTapblid, IpaBaa, HO MOKa YTO ellle aKTyalbHbIi. OnbIT
padotsl He TpeOyercs. Kto yrogno. Otimuno. [Tycts noBepsaT Aeno npodeccuoHaiam. 3ajor He Tpe-
Oyetcs. KoHTpakThl 3a TipeAbIayIuid epuoy] He HykHbl. Harpaga — monmapcra, pyka MPUHIIECCHI
U... CymMMa Herutoxasi. Bpems momauu 3asiBOK He OrpaHU4eHo. JJOKyMEHTHI B TIPUJIOKEHUH.

—9t10 ye? Tenaep, uro m? Tenaep Ha ciaceHre MPUHIECCHI? — TpOKANUIAIach s1. Pelt 3acyHyn
Jlany B 3epKaJio, CJIOBHO B BOJY, U BBITAIIIMJI KAKOK-TO TIEPraMeHT.

— A b1 uT0o ny™Mana? Ilpocro tak? [lpuien, yBuaen, cnac? — ycMeXHYJICSI KPECTHBIN, TSI
Ha MEHsI, KaK Ha TypOouKy. — DTO paHblIiie Bce OblI0 pocTo. CTOMIIO KUHYTh KJIMY, KaK BBHICTparBa-
Jack ouyepeib oT 3a0opa 10 odena. [Toka co Bcemu MpoBoawv codeceioBaHNe, TpUHIecca OblIa Che-
JieHa, KOPOJIEBCTBO 3aBOEBAHO, A 3710 TOPKECTBOBAJIO. YaCTEHBKO MOMTyYasloCh, YTO MOOEKAAT KAKOK-
HUOY/Ib HErPAMOTHBIH KPECThSIHIH, KOTOPOMY CITy4ailHO TIOA(hapTHIIO. A TOTOM CHUAUT HOBBIN KOPOJIb
Y KPEeCTUKHU Ha JIOKyMEHTaX CTaBUT, MO0 «rpamoTe He 00ydyeH». Bcsi SKOHOMHKA KOTY TOJ XBOCT.
JlagHo, 3aroyHsgemM JOKYMEHTHI.
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bymaxkka 3aBucna nepen auioM KpectHoro. HeBecTs OTKyzna B BO3yXe MOSBWINCh YEPHWIIb-
HUIIA U TIepo.

— Nmsa? — cnpocun ®eit, misas Ha MeHs OlleHUBAIIUM B3mIssaoM. — [Tycts Oyner — KOnuan.
3Byunt conuHo. [Janbie. Bo3pact? [IBaniars BoceMb. Poct, Bec, 00beM OHIIENICOB — OISt He0Os1-
3atesnbHble. Mbl ux mpomyckaem. [TonoxkurtenbHbie KauectBa? CMenocTh, OTBara, MyKeCTBO, pellu-
TEJIbHOCTh, YMEHHUE ObICTPO OPUEHTHPOBATHCS B HECTAHIAPTHOW CUTYaIUU, J0OPOTa, OT3bIBYMBOCTD,
KOMMYHHUKa0enpHOCTh. OTpHiatesibHble KadecTBa? HacToWdMBOCTb, YHIPAMCTBO, NMEJAHTUYHOCTD.
OobpazoBanue. Briciiee apucrokparuyeckoe. [Ipoucxoxaenue? KoponeBckoe. OTamuHo. 3asiBKa
3arnosHeHa. PacniichiBaiics.

Sl mocTaBmIIa CBOIO KOPSIBEHBKYIO pocnych. KpecTHbIN CBEpHY/ JOKYMEHT B TPYOOUKY U OTITpa-
BWJI OOpPATHO. .. B 3epKaJo.

— Banmanwue! 3asiBka omodpeHa! — MKHYJIO 3epKajio. — MoxkeTe MPHUCTYIATh K CIIACeHUIO.

— Byansa! Utak, untaem TexHudeckoe 3ajanue. Xwm... beqHas npuHilecca 3amnepra B OarrHe.
Cnactu u noctaButh pogutensiM. Kapra npuOIM3uTeIbHOrO MeCcTOHaxoxAeHus bamxu npwara-
ercsi, — 3ametmi1 Peid, ckpuBUBIIKCH. — Ecii Bce mpoieT ynauHo, To romy0st BeiOpocum. [laBaii, Tyt
HEJJaJIeKo.

[epen MouM HOCOM pa3BepHyJach KapTa, MOX0Xkasl Ha JIOCKYTHOE ofiesiyio. JIecsITOK MeJKUX
KOPOJIEBCTB I0THJIVCh, CJMIIIINCH, KaK TIepeBapeHHbIe MaKapPOHBI B IyplIuiare.

— Bor u Becbh Mup... MHOXECTBO MAJIEHBKMX KOPOJIEBCTB. MHOXKECTBO IMPUHLIECC U TTPUHIIEB.
Pabora Bcerna Haiiercs, — THXO IpoMypiibiKaul Peid, HO TYT ke SI3BUTENIBHO 100aBUIL: — A 3a paboTy
nojaraetcs Harpana. 51 ke — KkpectHbiil eit? S momkeH Mo3a00TUTHCSA O CBOE moforneyHon. Most
MBpliika He IOJKHA CUIETh XOJIOMHOW Y TOJIOMHOM B CTApOM OOBETINAIOM 3aMKe. DTO — MOsI CBATAs
00SI3aHHOCTb, KaK KPEeCTHOTO. .. ¢es. Mbl — 31ech. Ckakarh — ciofa. [a TyT MemKkom J0UTH MOXKHO!
JlaBaii, MPUHII, TOILIA 3HAKOMHTBCS C KOHEM.

B croiine cTosin ocemiaHHbIA Oesblii KOHb. XOpolliee Havaslo, He Tak Ju? Ho He aisa MeHs.
[TycTh 51 ¥ CTIENUATUCT B «KOHEBOJCTBE», HO HAE3/IHUIIA HUKY/BIIIIHAS.

KoHb mocMoTpet TynsiM B3MISIOM U IEMOHCTPATUBHO OTBEPHYJICS.

— 3anesail, — ycmexHyscs deit, rmoka st uuTaga uMsi, HalmMcaHHoOe Haj cToisioMm: «byuedan».
OTIMYHO ¥ COBCEM HEOPUTMHAIIBHO.

Sl monbITanack B30OpaThesi Ha KoHs. KoHb aepHyrics, u 51 pyxHysia BHU3. [Tocagka Obia Msrkasi.
IIpssmo B HaBO3.

— Msy-myp. Bropoii Typ. [Ipunii Ha GeioM KOHE, B KOHCKOM TOB... — CApPKaCTUYECKU 3aMe-
THJT KPECTHBIH, OUTPHIBAasi XBOCTOM U TJISIIsL HA MOM TOTIBITKK OCE/JIaTh Jomaaky. — ['oBopio tede,
HE C TOW HOTY HAYMHAEIIIb!

Sl cTpsixHyna ¢ cebs1 HaBO3, BIMISIHY/IA HA CEUIO M CTPEMeHa, a MOTOM pelliia Mocea0BaTh
COBETY M HauaTh C IPYrofl HOTH.

— CroaTp Ha MecTe, AHaredai! — 3700HO TIpoIuMIeNna s, 3aKuabiBas HOry B ceiio. M cHoBa
KOHb JIepHyJIcs, U s ynana. Joragaitrecs — kyga? [IpaBusibHoO!

— Tax, Um6enmn! 4 ve myuy! Crosats poBHo! He neprarbcesi! — BO3MyTHIIACh 51, CHOBA TOCTaBUB
Hory B cTpems. [la uto Thl Oyzerns genats! U cHOBa 51 Ha 3emute. B KoHCKOM roB. .. ['oBopuim MHe,
41O JTyuIne npuHil Ha Oesort nHoMapke! Tak! Tomnbko He 310! OnsATh!

— Duuedamur! CTosaTh! — psIBKHYNA s, Aeprasi MOBOIbs. — A Thl Yero CMOTPHIIb U YJIbIOa-
emscs?! [ogcanu mens! M Ham npunercst KOBbUIATh HENIKOM !

— Mpliika, s Ipy JTI000M pacKJyiaje MelKkoM He Toiy, — 3ametus Peil, mpepariasich B KOTa
¥ 3aIIpBITMBAsi MHE HA PYKH, a TIOTOM TepeOupasich BOPOTHUKOM Ha 1elo. $1 ero 6ecriepeMoHHO cOpo-
cuia... B HaBo3. HecMOTpsi Ha Oka3aHHOE KOI'THUCTOE COMPOTHUBIICHHE.

— Boo0i1ie-To 3T0 Thl MeHsI IOJKEH Ha pyKaxX HOCUTb, a He 51 Te0sl, — SIIOBUTO 3aMeTHJIA s, TS
B He10OpbIe TIa3a KOTUIIKU. — Thl MHE BCe PyKH Ucliapanan! A BOT 1OcCje TOro, Kak Thl TYT BaJIsLICS,
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s TeM Oonee TeOst Ha pyKu He Bo3bMy! U ¢ yioBONbCTBHEM MTOCMOTPIO Ha TO, KaK THI ceituac Oyenib
BbUIM3BIBATHCS. [IprcTymnaii! 3aiiMuch, TIOOMMBIM KOIIAYBUM JIEJIOM.

Kot nopormien ko MHe U CTasl HarjIo BHITUPATHCS O MOU HOTH, 32 9TO ObUI MOMMAH 32 IIKUPKY.
Uepe3 mapy MrHOBEHMIA 3a MIKUPKY Obuta moiiMaHa 1. OH Jepkay MEHs Ha BBITSIHYTOM pyke, Kak
KOTEHKa.

«Tonpko mecHsl coOBceM He O TOM, Kak He Jaguia FOms ¢ kotoM!» — MpOMEeNIbKHYJIO B TOJIOBE,
KOIZIa MOY HOTH OTOPBAJIMCh OT 3€MJIN.

— Mpimika-Mpliiika, a Tl — OTBaXKHas1, — HEXOPOIIO 3aMeTi1 Peil, ycMexXHYBIIHCh. — TBOe roBe-
J€HUE OropyaeT MeHsl.

Kots neroayer! S kak-To ToXke He paja, KOrja He s KOTa MOPIIOU THIKAIO B KaKaIlKy, a OH —
MEHS.

— Jagail s Havana onpeaenumcs. Thl — KOT, TPUHUMAIOIIUI 00pa3 MyKHUKa WIA MYXKUK,
NpUHUMAIOIIMI 00pa3 kota? [l MeHs pa3HuIa MPUHIUIHAAIBHA ! — XOJIOMHO 3aMeTHIa 1, TSI/ eMy
B TOJTyOBIe IJIa3a.

— Xopomo, onpengesumcsa. Tol ropaas, He3aBUCHMAs, OJUHOKAS IIOTOMY, YTO Thl HUKOMY
HE HY)XHa, W1 TeOe HUKTO He Hy’KeH MOTOMY, YTO ThI TopAasi, He3aBucuMasi 1 ofuHokasa? [l MeHs
pa3HMLIa IPUHLMIIMAJIBHA! — ¢ MOMMM kK€ MHTOHaUuMsIMU 3ametui De, BeIcBepMBasi MEHs B3IJIS-
aoM. TakuM B3IVISI0M TOJIBKO JBIPKM B CKBOPEUHMKAX JIE/IaTh!

— A s UMeIo MTPaBO He OTBEYATh Ha ITOT BOMPOC? — MOgHUMAsT OPOBH, CIIPOCHJIA 5.

— ToyHo TaK ke, KaK 1 s UMEIO [IPaBO HE OTBEYaTh Ha TBOM, — C Ta/IEHbKON YCMEIIKOM 3aMeTHII
KpecTHbIA. — Vi Mel efeM, uim equM. Oben B 3aMke Ha niony. [IpusitHoro anmetuta. Tol — mepast.
4 mpocTo omumnbiBaTh He MOOII0. [0N0BY Jydilie cpa3y OTOpBaTh ¥ BBIOPOCHTD.

— Enem, — cnanach 51, mouyBCTBOBAB, KaK MEHs MOJACAKUBAIOT Ha KOHS. OIMH — HOJIb B MOIO
nosb3y. Yl oaMH — HOJIb B MOJIB3Y MYKUMHBI.

Kaxkoii-To 51 coBcem HeroOpbiii IpuHIL. «Thl — HE ThI, KO TOJIOfICH !»

deii OTKpBLI BOPOTA, a NOTOM IPEBPATUJICS B KOTA U 3aIIpbITHYJI MHE Ha IUIEYH, JIOKACH IMyILIHU-
cTbiM BopoTHUKOM. OnuH-oauH. Huubs. o Bcem mapamerpam.

— Moxer, BopoTa 3akpoeM? — MpeuIokuiIa 5, ClIyliasi, Kak OHHM XJIONAIOT Ha CUJIBHOM BETpY,
U npuHOXKBasick. CTpaHHO, HO 3[ech TMOYeMy-TO TeMHO. Bpome Obl BpeMEeHH MpOIUIO0 COBCEM
HEMHOT0, a y:ke TeMHeeT. Vi ceroHst mpocTo AeHb TaKOW MacMypHBbI?

— A y Hac ecTb YTO BOpPOBaTh? — NIOUHTEPECOBAJICSA KOT, CJAKO MOTATMBAACH U BIUBASICh KO-
TAMH B MOIO Ofie’k1y. f mpuHioxanack. 1o MO0 s Tak MaxHy, Moo KoT. JInbo Mbl BMecTe Onaro-
yXaeM KOHIOIITHEN.

Examu mbI Me-e-emieHHo. Co CKOpOCThIo O0SIbHOM YIUTKH. [TpocTo OBICTPO 51 €30UTh HE YMEIO.
Ha nopore Hac 000rHam Kakoi-TO KPECThSIHUH C OTPOMHOM OXaITKOM XBOPOCTA.

— M3BunuTe! — momHTEpecoBasiachk 51, oopaiasch K Hemy. — He mojckaxere, kKak mpoexarsb. . .

MyXUK UCIyTaHHO IOCMOTPEJ Ha MEHS U XMYPO BbLIA:

— Unute necom!

OH ycKOpWJI Iar ¥ OYeHb CKOPO CKPBUICS U3 BUILY, POHSIS 1O MYTH MEJIKME BETOUKH.

— BoT s NoHATH HE MOry, «UJUTE JIECOM» — ITO OPUEHTUP WM MEHS JEIUKATHO Mociamu? —
MOMHTEpecoBaJIach s, MpoBoXkas B3MIAA0M MecTHoro CycanuHa. — [Ipu ycinoBuu, 4To OH He J10Ciy-
11aJ1, y MEH$1 €CTh MPEAIOI0KEHUE, YTO BCE-TaKH MOCIAIH. ..

— IpaBwiibHO OH TEOs MOCHAI... — CJIAIKO YABIOHYJCS KOT. — BalHs rae-To BOH B TOM Jiecy
HaXOJIUTCS.

— Tebs1 BooOIIIEe Kak 30BYT? — MOMHTEPECOBAACH 1, IIEBes TedoM. — Jla-a, BOPOTHHK, 9TO
s K TeOe 00pamach.

— CMOTps KTO, CMOTPSI KyJ1a, CMOTPSI 3a4€M, — SI3BUTEJILHO OTBETUJI KOTO(PEid, BIUBASCH B I1JIEYO
KOTOTKaMH ¥ OJ1a)KeHHO COIISl MHE B YXO.
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«bopuc! ,,Kutnkat“!» — npomesnbkHyso B ronose. U TyT ke K MHUCKe YCTPEMUIICS OTKOPMJIEH-
HBI KOT3, PaJJOCTHO BCAChIBasi B ce0s1 €€ COIePKUMOeE.

— W Bce-taku? — HacTauBaa s, xeJjiasi 3HaTh, Yb€ UMSI BHOIIY B UEPHBIN CITUCOK.

— He ckaxy, — 3eBHYJI KOT, OTATUBAsCh Ha TIede. — Tebe 3TO 3HATh COBCEM HE0Os3aTebHO.

— Otmuno! C storo momenTa Oyaeris Myp3ukom! ITozapasnsiio! — 0XUBUIACH $1, YyBCTBYA,
KaK KOTTH BITWJIMCh B MEHs ellle cuiibHed. — Tak BOT, O 4eM MbI ¢ TOOOH Tak MUJIO OecemoBa,
Mypsuk? He HannomHuibs MHe, Myp3uk?

— Kaxkoii s1 Tebe Myp3uk? — BO3MyTHJICS KOT, BCTpeneHyBimch. A! 3anenwal

— Torga [Mymok! Xorts Her... ba-a-apcuk! ba-a-apcuk! ba-a-abymkun ba-a-a-p... — mpoTus-
HBIM TOJIOCOM MPOTSIHYJIA 1, TIHITASICh €ro MoraaAnTb. KoT IanmHys1 MeHs 3a nasient v 3ammunes. S Buipy-
rajach, BHIPbIBasi CBO MaJjel] y HEro 13 macTu.

— O! Onmuno 3Byunt! Bapcyk! Bpone 6b1 1 Ba-a-apcuk, HO elrie Ta cy. .. — CheXHIHIYaNA s,
HO TYT XK€ TIPOAOJUKIIIA: — ... JIs TI0 BCEMY, MBI ellle CyTKu Oyaem joouparbes. Kak Hacuer Akakusi?
Cyns 1o 3amaxy — B caMblii pas...

Kot cnons no moeii ciiviie, HETIsisch KOTTSMU, U TYT KOHb BCTJT HA JHIOBI U IPUITYCTHII TaJio-
noM. {1 ene yaepxkainack B cemie. Huuero cete!

— Tenepb TOYHO HE CKaKy, — 3aMETHJI KOT, CHOBA Ha XO/ly B30Mpasich MHe Ha 1eto. KoHb ckakan
TraJionoM, a s MbITalach €ro OCTAHOBUTb.

[Tycth 310 ObUTA U camast ObICTpasi CKayKa B MOEH JKM3HM, HO 3aTO Yepe3 MATh MUHYT Mbl OKa-
3aJIMCh B KAKOM-TO JjpemMydeM Jiecy. Hudero cebe, 10 cux mop cepiie KonoTuTcs!

— Cnesaii, nmokatayiach! — I3BUTEJIBHO 3aMETUJT KOT, Pa3misiAbIBas MPAvHbIA Jiec.

— Cnesait, nokataiicsi! — nepepasHuia s, CTpsIXuBasi KoTa Ha 3eMJli0. BOT Mbl U mpuexau.

4l crana crion3arh ¢ MPUMAPKOBAHHOIO HA JIECHOM OMYIIKE KOHSI, YyBCTBYSI, YTO IMOHAOOUTCS
BpeMsl, yTOOBl OKOHYATEJbHO MpUITH B ceOs. KoHS s mpeqycMOTPUTENBbHO MPHUBS3aia K JEpeBy.
Ha cnyyaii, ecmi stor MMOerwn momnbiTaercst coexarb. 1 moyeMy-To mopymalia, 4to €ro MOTYT
YKpacTh, a IOTOM MaxHyja pykoil. Bopyiite Ha 310poBbe.

— I'me-to 3neck. 1o mpenBapuTenbHBIM, HO HE YTOUHEHHBIM JAaHHBIM, B PAJNYyCe OBYX — TPEX
KWJIOMETPOB JOJKHA OBITh CTapasi OalHs, — 3aMeThJI KOToel, CHOBA 3alphIrMBasi MHE Ha TUIEUO
Y YKJIa/IbIBasiCh BOPOTHUKOM Ha IIIee.

[NouckoBo-cniacarenibHast SKCIETUIMSI UMEHN MEHsI TUTyTaja Mo HEeMpoJIa3HbIM AeOpsM TIOUTH
B MOJTHOM TeMHoTe. KOT cajiko 3eBas, SI3BUTEIbHO KOMMEHTHPYsI MOM TIOTBITKY MPOOPAThCs CKBO3b
HEMpOJIa3HyIo YaIlly.

— A 3a IepeBOM JepeBoO. .. A 3a IEpEBOM JIEPEBO. .. A 3a IEPEBOM JIepeEBO. .. BOT, HaBepHO, BECh
nec... Her, TyT emmie ofHO AepeBo... A 3a AepeBOM JEpeBo. .. — C HelepeaaBaeMbIMU MHTOHAIMSIMHU
epHUYAIT KOT, CJIAJIKO 3eBas, MOKa 5, XPyCTsl Cy4bsIMH, pa3/iBUTasi BETKH, UCKala OOUTANIHINE TIPUH-
rieccol. Eciiu Obl He 5KamocTh K OHSIKKE, TO 51 OBl yXKe cllasiach U MOCIaia KOTa ¢ ero cCapka3MoM Icy
1oJ1 XBOCT. MHe KaXeTcsl, YTO TaM OH ellle HUKOTrJa He ObLI, MOTOMY eMy OyJeT OueHb UHTEPECHO.

— Omna Tam, 6eIHeHbKas1, CTPaJaeT, My4aercs, KIeT TeOs. .. — CJIaJIeHbKO 3aMEeTHIT KOT, IIeKoYa
MeHsI JUTMHHBIMU ycamu. — CTOJIBKO JIeT cTpajath. .. HecuacTHas sKeHIIMHA. .. DTO XK HAO CTOJBKO
cugetb? OT 3BOHKA /10 3BOHKa!

— Bce, OnuH, ¢ MeHs TOBOJIbHO! — BBIPYrajiach $, MbITasiCh CKUHYTh KOTA, HO OH BIETTHJICS
B MEHsI BCEMH UYeThIPbMS JIanamMu. B jkestyake ObUIOo MycTo, HACTPOEHHE TOKE KYy/Ia-TO YIETYyUHIIOCh.
XoTenoch OPOCUTH BCe M 3aBSA3aTh C KAPhepOU «IPUHIIa» KaK MOXKHO CKOpee.

— T'onmyOGuHOE MSICO TIOXOXE HA KYpHILy... — CJIaJeHbKO 3aMETHJI KOT Ha yX0, KOrja sl mpucena
nepeJOXHYTh O]l TIEPBLIM MOMABIIUMCS AEPEBOM. — DTO 51 TeOsI TaK yTelIalo. . .

¢l Monmva BcTasia U cHOBa moOpena 1o Jiecy, OTrudasi BETKH U Irepene3ast uepe3 MOBaJICHHbIE
JepeBbs.
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['me-to yepe3 momvaca s, HaKOHell, YBHUJEA CTapylo, OUYEPHEBIIYI0 W 3aMINenylo OalHio.
Beriig k Held, ctasa uckath Bxof. Vmu Beixoa. OO0 Ist OalHiO0 HECKOIBKO pa3 BOKPYT, MOHSIA, YTO
HU BXOJ1a, HU BBIXO/1A HET.

— 31! EcTb, KTO KMBOI? — XpUIUIO TIOMHTEpECOBANACh . TUIIMHA. ..

Bor Tak Bcerma. He noxpaiace. ..
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I'naBa Tperbsi. Kak npuHn K ycnexy meJ

W Tyt npsamo u3 OailiHu, U3 MaJeHbKOTO OKHA, BHM3 YINaja Kakas-TO JIOXMaTasl ToJcTast
BepeBKa. Kak-To coBceM HeoxungaHHO. Sl yxke yxomuth coOpaiack, a TyT Ha Tede! 1 MblcieHHO pu-
KHHYJIa BeicoTy. [TpuOmisuTenbHo — TpexaTaxkubiil 1oM. OTBecHas creHa. Bepeska. Her! Cpagy Her!

— Hla Tyt He npuHua, TyT MYC Hazo Be3biBaTh! 1 jIeCTHUILY OKAPHYIO! — TOCKJIMBO 3aMeTHIA
1, BCIOMUHA$, KOTZIa B TIOCJIEHUM pa3 JIa3uila 10 KaHary.

— Tak 161 1 ectb MYUC. Vurn, Mbimka, st momorats He Oymy. S TyT HOCKKY, TIOOOXKIY, YeM
A€J10 KOHUMUTCS, — 3aMeTUJ1 KoTobeil, pUHUMas YesioBedeckuil o0k, — Mrak, rmornsiTKka neppasi.

Sl mocmotpesia HaBepx, IOAOLLIA U TOAEprana 3a BEPEBKY, PYKOBOICTBYACH IPUHLIAIIOM:
«JlepHu 3a BEpeBOUKY — 1BEpb OTKpoeTcA!». OTKyaa-To CBEpXYy CHOBA Pa3Jaloch HEUIEHOPA3IEb-
HOe MblYaHue. 51 ObI CMeHMIIa 3BOHOK Ha KaKoe-HUOYIIb MeJIOAMIHOe: «/lennHb-emHb» . Kak y MeHs
JoMa, Halpumep.

JlagHo, ceituac OygeM BcOMMHATh, Kak 310 Aenaercs. Py! Tak 310 He BepeBKa, a YbU-TO
Bosiocsl! [Ipruem, rpsasHble, CITyTaHHBIE H... BIOUBLIE. .. bpp!

— Her, s Tyna He mone3y! — kareropuuecku 3asiBuia 5, Ope3rMBO BHITUpas 00 cedsi pyKy
Y OTXOZS MOJAJIBILIE.

— [Napa Genbix romyOeil, CIOBHO KPUK IyIIA MOEW, — CO CJIAJKUM CTOHOM I'ypMaHa 3aMeTHJI
deil, pacnonoKUBIIKCH NOJ AepeBOM. — Jlymato, 4To OqHOro roiny0s Oynet masioato. He nepexusaii,
Mpbiika, BToporo 51 6elcTpo Hapucylo. Ha xanaBy u roiny0b — nepenen!

4l mpucMmoTperack K OKpPEeCTHOCTSIM M BAPYT 3aMeTWIa, YTO TOJ OallHel BaJSIOTCS uepera
¥ KOCTU. DTOT (prymas KIaaouIa cCoBceM He 0OHaiekmI. UTo-To MOACKa3bIBAJIO, YTO MOJILAPCTBA
Y PyKY IPUHLIECCH TPOCTO TaK HE AAIOT.

— JleByI1IKa, — XpUILIO 0OpaTuiach s K 00aiaTeJIbHALIE JIOXMATOM IEBEIIOPhl. — BHICYyHbTECH
Ha MUHYTKY! §l x04y 0OCyIUTh C BaMH IUIaH Ballero criacenusi. [J1aBHoe — Bbl He aHuKyiTe! Bee
oyner xoporo! {1 ceituac Bac cnacy! Coxpansiite ciokoiicteue! I[Tomortp yxe 6113Ko0!

Ilocne HeuneHopa3AeNbHOIO MbIYaHU S B MAJIEHBKOM OKOIIEUKE MOSABUJIACH 3aIUIBIBIIAS KUPOM
PYyKa, a CJIeIOM TOMbITANIACh MIPOTUCHYTHCS, HO TaK W HE Mposesna Tonctas puznonomus. [Jxad0a
XarT CUJIBHO NIOTPYCTHE.

Sl 3axana pot pykoil u mpocroHana. Terneps NOHATHO, MOYEMY 3asBKY OI00pHJIM Tak OBICTPO.
«Korb ciacere BBI JeBHILy, TO 00513aHBI JKEHUTHCs! — 3AIMXBATCKU BBIJAJ B BOOOPAKEHNH TIOPYUHK
PxeBckuii, a motoM octopoxkHo nprdasm: — He oOsi3atensio Ha Hef! [TpocTo. .. sKeHUTBCS. .. »

— Mo mpeKkpacHbIi I0HBIM PUHIL! DTO ThI? — € HAAEKJOM TOUHTEPECOBAJICS CUILIBIN JKEHCKUIA
roJIoc.

OTKJIMKaTbCA MOYEMY-TO HE XOTEJOCh. XOTEJIOCh IIPUTAUTBCS W pasyduThCsA Ablars. Moun
NpeIIeCTBEHHUKHY, OYEBUIHO, TaK U Jenamu. Cpasy ke MPHKUMAINCh K CTEHOUKe, a TIOTOM 00Y-
KOM-OOYKOM K KOHIO, a JJajIbllie JOMOM, B Ha/IeK/ie 3a0bITh 3TO MPUKJIIOUYEHUE KaK KOIIMAPHBIA COH!

— [To-moemy, 310 — MOOOBB C IEPBOIO CJIOBA, — TUXO U A3BUTEIbHO 3aMETUJI KPECTHBIN, INIAAS
HaBepx. IIoToM BOITPOCHUTENIBHO MOCMOTpPE HA MEHA M CIaAKUM MYXKCKUM T'OJIOCOM, OT KOTOPOTO
y MEH$I CaMOM YTO-TO B JyIlle CPOYHO 3aITPOCKIIO OOBSITUI U MOLETyeB, TPOMKO JOOABIII:

— Ha, moOoBb Mo, 370 s1! A cKakan Tpu JHS U TPU HOYM, YTOOBI BBI3BOJIUTH TEOS. ..

— Tel npuiiesnt, 4ToOB MEHS CHACTH ? — OKMBUJICS CUILIBIN T0JI0C, IPOKALUIABLINCD. — S CTOJIBKO
neT Te0s xkaana. .. Tak cTpajana, Tak cTpajana...

— la, Mmuitasg! — rpOMKO U cagko 3aMeTh1 Peid, ¢ HECKPbIBAEMBIM CaU3MOM I Ha ITPUTa-
UBILYIOCS TIO]l OKHOM MeHs1. — §1 3mech umMeHHo a1t atoro! My ko mHe Ha pyuku! [Ipeiraii, mo060Bb
Mo, 5 Te0s1 noiimMaio! §I TyT, Kak pa3 CTOI0 MO TBOMM OKOIIEYKOM. TOJIbKO CHJIBHO HE pa3rOHSMCS.
ITpocro marail U3 OKHa MHE Ha PyuKH. .. 5 TeOs J10BIIO, MOSI MaJleHbKas !
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4 ¢ yxxacom mocmotpen Ha Pest, a TOTOM HaBepX, OTPHUILIATEILHO 3aMaxaB eMy pyKaMH 1 IOKpY-
THB TaJIblIeM y BUCKa. Jlyulmum peiieHueM ObUIO OTOWTH OT ObarmHu Ha Ge30macHOe paccTOsiHUE
Y BCTaTh PSIJIOM C XBOCTaThIM «COOJTA3HUTENIEM>.

— Ceitvac, ceituac! { TyT HEMHOTO MOKYyIIA0. .. A TO 51 TaK Pa3BOJHOBAJIACH! — 3aMETUJT TOJI0C
U3 OKOIIIKA U CTaJl YeM-TO IPOMKO XPYCTETh U YaBKaTh, & IIOTOM C SIBHO HAOUTHIM PTOM JOOABHII. —
@51 TONBKO HE yXonu, Mobods Most. Tloroau, s meiyan mpoxyo... S MTOMBKO JIeT Kaana, Iyiall
He IIMbIKaza!

— 41 cronbKo JIeT Kpaja, pTa He 3aKpblBaja... — CAPKACTUYECKU TEPeAPa3sHUT ee KPECTHbIH,
HE CBOJISI B3MJIsAA ¢ OalHu. — MBIIIKa, €CIM ThI MOAYMaJa, Y4TO ee JIyYllle U3BJeUb «I10 YacTsIM», TO
HaIOMMHAIO, YTO IPUHLIECCY HYKHO IOCTaBUTb KMUBOM, 310pPOBOH, LIeJION U HeBpeaumo. Haye Ham
¢ur uro odmomutcs!

— 4 o TakoMm naxe He mogymana!l — BO3MYTWIACh s, Kajiess OeAHYI0 Y3HMIly U TUXO HEeHa-
puasa deq.

— 3HauuT, 51 nogymai. — deit JeHUBO MOCMOTpPEJT Ha MeHsI carihPOBBIMHU IJ1a3aMU U TIOJIOKUI
KOITHCTYIO PyKy Ha Moe 1ievo. Aii-s-si1! la uro %k takoe! Hano y3Hath, KOrja y Hero ieHb pox/Je-
HUS, U TIONAPUTH KOTTETOUKY. EC/ii OH CKaXeT, YTo OHO OBbLJIO HENleJTio Ha3aj, 51 9TOrO He MepexuBy!

Sl crnotHyna v B3MIsiHYNIA HaBepX. Peil cripsATal KOI'TH U MOATONKHYJI MEeHsI BIiepell, MO, Jiep-
3aif, IpUHII!

— Crymaii, KOT B... — §l mocMoTpena Ha ero KpacuBble YepHbIE CAIloTH C Ky4yel 3acTekeK. —
B camorax. .. MoxeT, Thl cam Mose3elnb Tya, TOrOBOPHIIIb C IEBYIIIKOM, CIacellb ee, a 51 TYT CKPOM-
HEHbKO B CTOPOHKE I1OCTOI0?

— Mpiiika, — HakJIoOHWICS KO MHe deid, Hexopolilo 3arisaabBas B 171a3a. — Tel — mpuHil. 51 — deid.
Kaxapiit BeIosHsieT cBoto padoty. Hudes s 3a Teds nenate He codupaiock. Tak uTo paBaid, padoTai!

BuesarHo u3 OaiHM pasfascs B3BOJIHOBAHHBIN TOJIOC:

— 4 yxe Bce, mo6oBb Most! Ceituac monpoOyo BbUIE3TH. . .

W3 okoIka nmosiBUIach pyka, ClIeJOM IMOMBITAIach BBUIE3TH T'OJIOBA.

— He nomnyuaercs, mo6oBb Mosi! OKoIIeuKko CAMIIKOM MasieHbkoe! f He 3Haw, 4To MHE
AeNnaTh. .. — MPOU3HEC PACCTPOCHHBIN KeHCKUI royioc. M cHOBa pa3ianock rpOMKOe YaBKaHbE.

— ’Kpartb Ha ronBepa MEHbIIE. .. — TUXO 3aMETHJI KPECTHBII, CHOBA CJ1a/IKO BIIMBASICh KOT'TSIMU
B Moe 1ievo. — la, Meimka? Ham ¢ ToO0# 3TO He Tpo3uT, He Tak Ju? TakuMu Temramu roixyou
HE MPOCTO BOW/YT, a ellle ¥ IPOYHO 3aKpersiTcs B HalleM MeHI0. CKopo Thl Oy/ielb 1o BKYCY Orpe-
AEJSTh BO3PACT royiyOst U €ro MOJ.

— Crumions! JlaBaii siyuitie Thl MHe ioMozxelnb! Heyero MmeHst KOrraMu HaMMHaTh! — BO3MYTH-
J1ach 51, YyBCTBYS, UTO MOKA KTO-TO TaM OT TOPSI YTO-TO XOMSTYUT, Y MEHsI B JKMBOTE TUXO YpUHT. Afi!
Hy uro ke on aenaer? Hy Tak e Henb3s. ..

— He-a... — neHuBO 3aMeTUJI OH, IS, KaK MPUHIIECCca MPEANPUHUMAET el OJHY MOIBITKY
MPOTUCHYThCsA. — § Bee emie Ha TeOst oOvkeH. Thl UyBCTBYeIlb ITTyOUHY .. .

Sl 4yTh He OMKHYJA OT OOJIH.

— ... Moel 0OuabI? — CIAAKO U C TIPUIbIXaHUEM T0O0aBWI KpeCcTHBIA. — U riryOuHy . ..

Ia 4drto x Takoe!

— ... CBOETO pacKasiHMs? — MErnoTOM 3aMeTHJT KPECTHBIH, HAKJIOHUBIIUCH K MOEMY YXY.

— Her, He uyBctBy10. [Tocie Kax0ro TBOEro «Maccaxa» s HAUMHAIO IIOHUMATh, YTO HaJ0 ObLIIO
MUHATDH CUJIbHEE. .. Ali! — MpOCTOHAIa 1, YyBCTBYS €0 JbIXaHUe Ha CBOEH IIeKe.

— Ilepenoxnyna? [lasaii, Biepen! Ha mrypm! XKenarenbHo ¢ kpukom «Ypa-a-a!» — rageHbko
YCMEXHYJICS OH, CJIETKa MOATAIKABAsT MEHS.

Sl cmoTpena Ha GairHIO, MPUKKUBIBAS, KaK BBI3BOIUTH OTTYJAa HECYACTHOTO OereMoTuka. MHe
ee ObUIO MCKpeHHe kaub. WTak, uro y Hac ectb? EcTh crapas 3aminenass OamHs, B KOTOPOW CHIUT
OosbInas-mpeOosIbInas MPUHIIECCA, KOTOPAst KakAeT OOIBIION-TIPeOOITBINON TIOOBU U HABEPHSIKA €CT
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OOJTBIITYI0-TTPEOOJIBIIYIO KOTIIETY. .. Y MeHs notek/m cimonu. KOs, gymaii o ronybe. .. @y! Anmerur
rpornan. MoXHO J1e3Tb.

— MHae Tak mioxo! Tak oguHOKO! — pazganuck BCxiuibl. — Kpbliia coBceM mpoxyausack, OTO-
BCIOZly TEYer...

— Kpbima, — oceHn1o MeHsl, Koraa st Opocriia B3IJIsi Ha CTapylo yepenuily. — JIaaHo, s ronesa.
Ectb y MeHs onHa uzes.

Sl noponia K ee Bosocam, MOAHANPSAITIACH U N10JI€31a HABEPX, OTJaB KPECTHOMY KOPOHY, KOTO-
pasi HOCTOSIHHO CJIeTajla C TOJIOBBI.

— Tst Tam ckopo, J1000Bb Mosi? MHe He TepnuTcsl Te0s1 OOHSTh! — JJOHOCUIIOCH CBEpXy, — A
0OHUMY TeOsI KpenKo-Kpenko. .. [Ipocto coxmy Teds u. ..

S mouTH 1071€371a 10 BBICOTHI BTOPOTO 3Taka, YyBCTBYS, UYTO PYKH MEPEHANPAIJIMCS J10 IIpeea.
CHOBa MOMBITAJIACH MOATSHYTHCS, HO MBIIIIIBI yKe IPOKaJIHM OT HANPsKEHU S, a Maiblibl ciadesny. Bee!
[NoTHBIE NAIOMIKK COCKONMB3HYM. [IpuBeT 3emuis, mporail Komuuk! A MOXeT ObITh, Jake U T03BO-
HOYHUK.

Ho ynana He Ha 3emimo, a Ha pyku. U He Ha cBon. Cpazy ke 0TOarogapys CriacUTeNsl yAapoM
10 roJioBe JIokTeM. He HapouHO, MpOCTO OYeHb yJauHO nonaja.

— MBI conbeMcst B €JHOM JTI0OOBHOM MOPBIBE ! — TOMHO M CUILIO BBIIOXHYJIA CBEPXY KPACaBHIIA,
SIBHO C 1IeJIbI0 BIOXHOBUTh MeHsI Ha ofBUry, — [la uro Tam! $1 mpocrto cuepy ¢ Tedst onesky, U Mbl
OyzieM JIoOUTh APYT OpyTa. ..

— XpycTHY/ M KOCTH, YaBKHY/a 6e3qHa. benHoro [MpuHina cnacats 6ecrionie3Ho! — S3BUTENBHO
IIPOM3HEC KPECTHBIM, BCE eIlle IepXka MEHs Ha pyKax.

Sl 3akanuisiIack ¥ OCTOPOXKHO NEpEBea B3I/ Ha CIACUTEIs], YBU/IEB IPYKAThIE YILIU U TSIKe-
JIbIA KPAaCHOPEUMBBIN B3IVISAA,.

— V3BuHM... — BUHOBATO 3aMeTWJIa S, IPOTATUBAsA PyKy K €ro rojioBe, CIOBHO COOMPAlOCh
TMOITI/IUTh, a IOTOM OT/EpHYJIa U TaJeHbKO 100aBmia: — Yto Mao. ..

— Ipunn! [pu-u-unn! Tet tae? Tlouemy Tol elile He 3A4ech? — CIAOCTPACTHO 3a0pajia MPUH-
riecca. OTKya-To U3 BETBEH BCIIOPXHYJIA CTast YePHBIX MITHIL M YCTPEMUJIACH BIITyOb CYMpPAuHOTO Jieca.

— Mbika, Thl Jourpaenbes! — TUXO 3aMETUI KPECTHBIN, HO TYT K€ IPOMKO, C IPUIbIXaHUEM
coobmmm: — [Ipocty, crankas Mosi, y MeHsI ceiuac pyKwu... 3aHATHL. Tl He Momud... He Momuwm. ..
S xIy He mokaych 3TOro npekpacHoro momenra! Iloreprnu HeMHOro, HO MOKa He pasjeBaiics. S
paznieHy TeOs cam!

OH HakJIOHWJICS, TPUOIMKASICh CBOMMH I'yO0aMy K MOMM, CJIOBHO jKeJlasi TOIeJIOBaTh.

— 41 yxe nmpeacTaBIIsiio, Kak Me-e-eIyIEHHO CHUMAIO C TeOsl oiekay. .. Sl paccTeruBaio myroBy
3a IyTOBKOM, CTPACTHO LieJTysl TeOsI B TBOM CJIA[IKHE TIOJYOTKPBITHIE TYOBI. .. 51 Oy/1y O4YeHb... OUYeHb. ..
HEXHBIM. .. — C IPUAbIXaHUEM 3aMETHJI OH, CKJIOHSISICh KO MHE TaK, CJIOBHO cefyac NnepenieT oT pas-
TOBOPOB K JIeJTy U K Tely.

Uepes cexyHy s Jiexkasa Ha TpaBe, MOTUPasl yIIMOISHHYIO TOITy, a OH C TaeHbKOM YIBIOOYKON
CTOSUI HAJI0O MHOM, OTPSIXUBAsl PyKH.

— Haaii, mTypmy# OamiHio ganbine, npuHil. Bropas nonbitka. Tes Tam ket Mope JToOBU
1 000KaHus1! — HETPOMKO 3aMETUJT KPECTHBI, CO CMEXOM OTBOpavYMBasich. Kollaubio MOmIocTh s
B3s/1a Ha 3aMeTKy. Huuero, 51 B nonry He octanych. Eciti uto, Haraxy B canor. CrienuaibHO 10K /1yCh,
KOIJla CHUMET, U Haraxy.

[lepenoxHyB, s CHOBa CXBaTUJIach 3a UyKME BOJIOCHI U [Ba pa3a MOATSAHY/IACh HA PyKax, CIljieTast
Horu. [la, s1 o4eHb TONMOAHBIN U YHpsAMBIN MpHHIL. Tem Oonee uyTo Tam ecTh KoTIeTh. Hazieroch, 4to
elle ocTauch. B Bepxyllkax jaepeBbeB 3airymelt Betep. CUibHBINA MOPBIB MOKAYHYJI MEHsSI BMECTe
C BOJIOCAaMH.

— B 1oHOM Mecsnie anipesie. .. a-a... B CTApOM NapKe TaeT CHer. .. M KppliaTble Kauelu HaunHAIoT
CBOM pas0er. .. — MEeJIOQMYHO MPOMYPJIbIKaJT KPECTHBIN ¢ HAacIaXkIeHneM HaOoas 32 MOMMU TIOTY-
raMu, B OYEpEeIHOM pa3 JIEMOHCTPUPYS OCBEIOMJIEHHOCTb B KMHemartorpade u (poibKiope MOero
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Mupa. OH OCTOPOKHO TOJNKHYJI MEHS B CITUHY. 51 TOYyBCTBOBasIa ceOsl TaK, CJIOBHO MHE IATh JIeT U 5
Urpaio Ha JAETCKOH IJIOIIAKE.

[MpocroHasna u ynana Ha TpaBy, HAMOTAB Ha KyJIaK 4yXkyIO [IEBETIOPY.

— JIo60Bb MOSI, — 3aMETHJT KPECTHBIN C CApIIOHNIECKOU YITBIOKOM, 0Opalasich SBHO He KO MHE, —
MOMOTH MHE HEMHOT0. $1 MPOCTO cropato OT CTPACTHOTO *keJaHus. .. 5 yxe Bce pyKu HaTep. ..

W MeHs BTaIMIM HaBepX CO CKOPOCTHIO, KOTOPOU MO3aBUI0BAJT OBl MOIIIHBIN TPY30BOM JIUQT.
VIuTaHHBIE PYKU aKTUBHO TSHYJIA MEHsI HaBCTpedy Her3OexkHomy. Deii n300pas3nl TaIeHbKYIO YJIbl-
OOUKY 1 MOCcaJ BO3IYIIHBIN Toreyi. Eiie ppIBOK, M BO3Jie OKHA MOE TIIEIYIITHOE TeJIblie IPUHSIIN
JIBE CUJIbHBIC PYUHIIIH.

[Nepeno MHOII cTOsIA 1TaMa HeOoNnpeaeJIeHHOro BO3pacTa, HO BIIOJHE OIPE/IeNIeHHON KOMIUIEK-
uuu. CMyliaia He TOJIbKO pa3HMIIAa B BECOBBIX KaTETOPUsX, HO M OTPOMHBII HOX, 3aKaTbhlid B ITyXJIOW
JIaJIOIIKe.

«Kymuna 51 recak MscHUIKUA. Y eciv clieayionuii MyKUK, MO3HaB MEHsI, IMHUIHO OPOCHUT, TO
s1 €My OTPEXKY. ..» YTelasio TOJIBKO TO, YTO MaTyIIKa-Tpupoa Mo3ad0THIACh O TOM, YTOOBI OTpe3aTh
y MeHs1 ObLJIO Hevero!

— W nu crona, Mot cnajikuii! — Bbliajia MpUHIIECCa, MTOKA sl CMOTpesia Ha TPyLy KOCTer U OJIEXK b,
CBaJICHHBIX B YIJTy €€ CKPOMHOM oOuTeNH. 51 pe3Ko AepHyiach B CTOPOHY cTaporo mkada, B300panach
10 HEMY Ha CaMBblil BepX, JIUXOPaJOYHO cooOpaxas, Kyaa Aanbine? A Jaibiie HeKyaa.

[MourpeiBast HOXOM, KaK 3ampaBCKUI MICHUK, MIPUHIIECCA JABUHYIACH B MOIO CTOPOHY, IPHIILY-
puB m1aza. CMOTpena OHa Ha MeHs TaK, Kak MOKYIAaTe/Id Ha MSCHYIO BBIPe3Ky. «JIdIKa, rojisiika,
ue, meiika. . .»

[Ton okHOM pazganock:

— Mpimika, s 9to-To nporoofaiics. Tel Toka criacai, a 1 oMol cxoxy. ['omy0s mpoBenaro. . .
OH 5iexuT Tam, OeTHeHbKHIA, OIUH, KOYeHeeT. .. Thl, I1aBHOe, He mpornajai! [lepkuck, 1 MbICJIEHHO
C TOOOM. ...

Sl mocMoTpena Ha TpPUHIECCY, KOTOpas, 3aKyCHUB TyOy, MPUKUIBIBAJIA CXeMYy MOErO IIMH-
KOBaHHUSI, TIOTOM OpOCHWJIa WCITyTaHHBIM B3I Ha MOTONOK. Toscras AepeBsiHHAs TiepekJiaJuHa,
Ha KOTOPOU JIEPKUTCS MPOXYAUBIIASICS KPBIIIA, IPUTATHBAJIA UCITyTaHHBIN B3I, OTTOIKHYBIIUCH
oT mKacga, KOTOPbIA MOIIATHYJICS MO/ HOTaMH, s IOMPHITHY/IA O TIePeKJIaJUHbI, BICTUBIINCH B Hee
IBYMsI pyKaMu, MIOATSIHYJIACh C ITyXUM CTOHOM, 3aKWHYJIa HOTY U Jieryia Ha TocKy. Her, He norphir-
HeT. S mocMoTpesna BHU3 M 3aKMYpHJIach, BCIIOMUHAS, C KaKUX Top ParyHIiens 3aHuMaeTcst KaHHU-
6an3mMom?

[MpuHIiecca mocTana OTKyAa-To OOMBIION IPSI3HBIA KOTEJN, pa3Besia OrOHb, ITYCTUB HA PACTONKY
OOJIOMKH CTyJIa.

— Cuaum, cun! — XJ1aJHOKPOBHO 3aMeTHJIa OHA, BBUIMBAsI B KOTEJN Bepo BOAbL. — Bofa 3akumur,
TOT/Ia MOXEIIIb CJIe3aTh. . .

C nenoBbIM BHIOM IPUHIIECCA 3aKpbUIa CTaBHU OKHA Ha 3acoB. Cyqs 1o BceMy, cxema Obljia
yXke ToAaM OTTOYeHa. DTO sI, HaMBHAs JyPOYKa, MOTaIach.

[ToKOBBIPSIBIIUCH B KAKUX-TO 3aKPOMaXx, MPHUHIIECCA JIOCTAIa MEIIOUYEK C COMBIO M CTajla BBICHI-
1arth ero B KOTeJl.

— Twl Tam cHIIBHO BCTOTeN? — 03a00YEHHO TIOMHTEPECOBAIACh OHA, IPUKU/IBIBAS, CKOJIBKO eIlle
COJIY CHITIaTh, ¥ PUHSIIACh OTCKpeOaTh HOKOM KaKOW-TO MOX CO CTeHbl. MOX TojieTesT B KOTe.

— Jla HeT, He CHITbHO! — CApIOHUYECKHU 3aMeTHIA 51, TIIsIIs Ha TO, KaK OT KOTJIa TMOIIeN map.

— Yto-TO TONOC Y TeOsl Kakou-To AeB4yaumii. — [IpuHIiecca MOJO3pUTENLHO MOTHSIA Ta3a
HaBepX, He TiepecTaBasi IOMEIMBaTh BapeBo.

— Tak s1 — eBy1Ka. § MpocTo UCTIONHSAI0 0OSI3aHHOCTH MTPUHIIA, — €JJKO 3aMeTHIIa 51, 00JIOKAYH-
BasiCh Ha TPYXJISIBYIO Mepekiaanny. — [lepeBesuch MpUHIIBL, BOT U BIpsriack. [IpuHIa HeT, 51 3a Hero!

— Noxwu! — B3IOXHYJIA PUHIIECCA, TSKETO MPUCAKUBASCH HA yIIeIeBIMi cTyl. — baba 6ady
cracaeT. A Kak ke MPUATHBIA MYKCKOM rosoc?
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— 9710 cKOT... Ty THI... KOT! — 0TO3Basach 51, npencrasisis, Kak KPECTHBIN C HAaCAaXIeHUEM
XOMSTYHT TOyOst B 3amKe. «CyIm ¢ KOTOM!» — mogymasia ¢ Mep3KO# YJIBIOKOM, TSI/ B 3aKHITAIOIIHAIA
KOTeJl.

— IloHATHO, — B3/10XHYJ/Ia MPUHIIECCA, CHOBA IMOMEIMBAs BOLY, KOTOpasi cjerka nosesieHena. —
JlagHo, MOKa 3aKUIUT, MOXEM MOOOATaTh HEMHOTO. . .

— Kcraru, Tebe ckopo KpbIIIKa, — 3aMeTHIIa s, KOBBIPSs MaJIblleM FHUIYIO Kpbiiny. — Kpsima
Ha TeOs1 pyxHeT. [laBHEHBKO ee He peMOHTUPOBAIH. .. Cpa3y BUIHO, MY)XHKA B JOME HET...

— 41 cama, moka ObLy1a MoJIOBUEe, 3a1a3uiia TyJa, KOHomaTuia. Tak 4To Thl TaM CHJIBHO HE OT/IH-
paii, — pyCTHO OTO3BaJIach IpUHIIECca, MPoOysi BApeBO Ha BKYC, a IOTOM Jockinasi Tyaa conu. Heno-
conua.

— Mornonen! YBakaro. A 3T0 JpIpKa 151 cOopa JI0k/1eBOW BO/IbI? — IOMHTEPECOBANIACH 1, IS
Ha paccoxIieecs MolyMmycToe BeJpo, CTosIIee Ha Oy, U Ha TOHKHIA KeJJ0O00K, MAYIINHA C KPBIIIH.

— A kak Thl Joraganack? Ecim Tebe He TpyaHO, MOKOBBIPSIN €e HEMHOTO, a TO COBCEM 3a0u-
Jack! — nonpocuia npuHnecca. — Jloxkaen u Tak HeT, a TYT ele MXxoM 3apocio. OfiHa poca CTeKaer.
Hu yMBITBCS, HY TOJIOBY TTOMBITB !

$1 MOKOBBIPSITIACH PYKOM B IBIPKE U BBITAIMIIA OOJIBIION KYCOK 3€JIEHOTO MXa, KOTOPBIH TYT e
Opocuiia B KOTeJl.

— W naBHO ThI JII00EACTBOM MPOMBINUISIEIIb? — CIIPOCUJIA 1, TSI HA TOJCTYXY.

— Hymaemnb, MHe 3T0 HpaBuTcs? [lymaenn, 4To s 9TO paay yAOBOJILCTBUSA Jefain? — HEpBHO
3aMeTWIa TIPUHIIECCA, CAyBas MPWIMIIIYIO K TOJCTOH INEKe Mpsiib CIyTaHHBIX BOJIOC. — Y MEHs
BbIxoz1a HeT. C Tex Mop, Kak 3TH CBOJIOYHM-POICTBEHHUYKH MEHsI KOPMUTSD IepecTany. .. JKUTh 3ax0-
Yellb U He Ha TaKOE COIVIACHINLCS. 3Haelllb, s — eMUHCTBEHHAs HAacJe[HUIA TipecTtona MupaoHa!
Koraa mama ¢ marnoit ymepiu, 371ble poICTBEHHUKH-OIIEKYHBI 3allepiii MeHsI B 9Toi OarHe. KasHuThb
HeJb3s1 — Hapoyl B3OYHTYeTCs, Ja M 3aKOH 3arpeniaeT. CHauana KOPMUJIM HETUIOXO, TTOTOM BCE XYKe
u xyxe. Eciu Ob1 He 10Opast sKeHIIMHA, KOTOpast MPUXOANIa KO MHe, s OBl JIET IISITh Ha3all C TOJIONy
nomepia. [Ipuner, cepnodonpHasi, KpUKHET: «PamyHiens, s mokymars npurHecnal» S el Boiockl
CKMHY, OHa K HUM KOP3HMHKY MPUBSIKET, & TaM — MOJIOKO, XJ1e0, KO3HUi ChIp, MsICO. .. Kpacota! Beei
aepeBHelr cobupanu. Bot Torna st v momnpaBuiach.

[Ipunnecca B3a0XHY 1.

— INonropa Hazan mpomnana Mosi KOpMIUTHIA. [OBOpAT, BhIpe3ajii MOM POACTBEHHUYKHU BCIO
nepeBeHbKy. Tuma, pa3 KOpMSAT, 3HAYHT, MATEXK 3aMBIILUIAIOT. A TOTOM CMOTpIO, Tosie3nu. Jle3yT
u se3yT. OOUH Takoi 3ases3, Hy Bce, MOJ, IPUHIIECCa, 51 TeOs Crac, BHIXOAM 32 MEHS 3a... A TIOTOM
KaK B3IVISTHET, KaK 3a0pPeT, YT s )KUPHAsl KOPoBa M yponuHa. .. O0uenach s Ha Hero ¥ CKOBOPOAKOM
npuxJIonHysna. Xopoiias Oputa ckoBopoaka. JKaib. .. Kopoue, youna s ero ciiyyailHeHbKO. A 'y HEro
c co0oi BOT 3TOT HOXMK Obul. CHpena s, cuaena... A MOToM JAymaio, ToMepeTh ceiuac — cienath
POICTBEHHUKAM IO/IAPOK. . .

[MpuHIIecca He BbIIEpKaia ¥ 3apbl1aia, BHITHPAst CJe3bl IOJO0IOM TPSI3HOTO CTapOro IIaThsl.

— Tumre. — 41 ¢ xanocteio mocMoTpena Ha Hee. — He mmaub. [la s ToG0i BOOOIE BOCXH-
matoch. He kaxngas Obl BbUKWJIA B TAKMX YCIOBUSIX. A Thl JEWCTBUTENBHO — Mosozen! Ciymaii,
HE XOYelllb TPOBeJaTh POICTBEHHUKOB? YCTPOUTD, TAK CKa3aTh, TOCYJapCcTBEHHBIH niepeBopot? OTo-
MCTUTD 3a Bce xopoitee? U TpoH 3aHsTh?

— Jla 51 yxe iecsiTh JieT 00 9TOM MeuTalo! — BCXJIMIHYIIa npuHiiecca. — Kora Oplia TOHKOW-3BOH-
KO, BOJIOCHI ObUIM KOPOTKUMH, BEPEBKH He ObLJI0, U OAIITHIO OXPaHsUTU. A ceivac sl yke He TIposiesy. . .

— V Tebs BepeBKa ecTh? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO TOMHTEPECOBANACH S, MPUKU/IBIBAS KAK M3BJICYb
npuHieccy. — Kcrary, 3a Te0st Harpaay o0bssBuid. [lomapcTa U MojiKas3Hel.

— Tlonm B yrity, MOXeT, Iiesiasi BepeBKa U OCTalach... TOJNBKO HE BBIAEPKUT OHA MEHS...
41 moBecuthest mbITanack. .. OT oryasHus. .. [TopBanack BepeBka... Ctyn cioMana, rmomy ymmona. . .
Cpazy B cebst mpurinia! Jla 3a 4to % MHe Takoe HakazaHue! DKOHOMST Ha ejie, cBoyioun! Vimu gymaior,
YTO MPHUOBIOT MEHSI HEHAPOKOM. A CaMM BCEM PACCKa3bIBaIOT, UTO, IECKATh, 371asl KOIAYHbS TOXUTHIA
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MeHs1, — 3aXHbIKaJla TipuHIecca. — Jla ciesait Tel. He Oymy s 1e0s1 ecTh. Y MeHs ellle JBa OXOTHUKA
HepasjeaaHHbie Jiexar. Y romyosb. . .

51 cnes3na Ha mikad, onacauBo sas Ha puHiieccy. Ho oHa He nepHynack. [lake HOX MOJIOXKUIA
Ha croi1. Co mkada s cnpeirayaa Ha nos. Her, oHa Ha MeHsI He HanazieT.  cTaja peIThCsl B TPS3HBIX
TpAIKax co cieaamu Kpoeu. EcTh BepeBka, HO KOpoTKoBara... U ata Toxe. ..

— Kopoue, y MeH# ecTb I1aH, — cKa3aa s, oKa3blBas ajblieM HaBepX. — MBI ciesiaeM JpIpy
B Kpbiie. [lepekiaguna qomkHa TeOs BbIAEpXKaTh. A TOTOM CIycTHUMCsl BHU3. Ha TBoMX Bosocax.
[Tnan pUCKOBaHHBIN, HO CTOMT OMPOOOBATH.

— A Kak Thl MeHsI 3aTallUIIIb HaBepX 7 — BCXJIUITHYJIA IIPUHIIECCA, YTUPasi MyXJI0i PYKOU CIIe3bl.

— Bostochl TBOY BeC BHIAEPKUBAIOT? — TOMHTEPECOBATIACH 51, TJIs1/1s Ha IepeKJIaguHy. — Thl IbITa-
JIach Ha HUX MOBUCHYTH? ['0510BO#?

— Jlerko! — oTBeTHIIa IPUHIIECCA, 3AKU/IBIBASI BOJIOCHI, CJIOBHO KOBOOH JIaCCO, HA MEPEKJIaJUHY.
[NoTsiHyMa 32 HUX MYCKYJIUCTBIMU PYKaMH U MOBUCJIA B BO3yXe. — 3HAEIIIb, CKOJIBKO JIET 51 TPEHUPO-
Basach? JlenaTh MHe ObLIO HEUero. ..

— Monopen! Cuuraii, uto Thl peneTupoBaja cnacenue! JlagHo, nosesna s Kpbllly KOBBIPATb, —
B3JIOXHYJIA 51, & IIPUHIIeCca IPOTSAHYJIa MHE HOXK, CMAaXMBAIOLIMI HA MayeTe.

— Tbl cMoTpH, He ynaau! — paznanock cHu3y. OHa cTosiia, CJIOKUB PYKH, CIIOBHO B MOJIUTBE.
['yObl ee qpoxkaiu, a s 4YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO MPOCTO 00si3aHA €€ BHITAIIUTh. JTO TeOe HEe «KOTEHOK»
C CyMKaMH4 Ha Bok3aJie. TYT [1eJ10 cepbe3Hoe.

Sl nerna cniHOM Ha MepeKIaAnHy, yXBaTHIaCh 3a Hee U cTasla OMTh MO Kpbllle Horamu. Jpipka
pacimpmiachk, moceimagack kakas-To tpyxa. Oit! Huuero ceGe. Tlomkpsliimm chexalio BHU3, a 5 eJie
yaepxkanach Ha cBoell «kepaouke». Ommmyno! §1 ciesna BHU3 M NONPOCKJIA MEPEKUHYTh BOJIOCHI
yepes NnepeKkJauHy.

— JaBaii, mompoOyii 3aye3Th 1o mKkadgy. S Oymy Teds TAHYTh BBEpX, a Thl MOCTapaiics 3arie-
MUTHCS pPyKaMH 32 IepeKJIIMHy U TIOATAHYThcsl! [ TaBHOE, HOraMu Uiy onopy!

Sl pBanyna Bonockl Ha cebs1 1 moBucia Ha HUX. ChycTs ABaAlaTh MUHYT W IIECTh HEy/lad-
HBIX TIOTBITOK MPUHIIECCA BHCEIA HA TIePeKJIaJiHe, XBaTasiCh MYCKY/IMCTBIMH MOJTHBIMHA PyKaMU U30
BCEX CHJI.

S cnesna u noxpronkuyna ee. [lkad 3axpycren v pyxHy/1 MO0 MHOM, HO 51 yCIiesla yXBaTUThCS
3a BOJIOCHI IIPHHIIECCHI, ¥ MEHS C JIETKOCTBIO BTAIIIMIIA HaBEPX.

— A Teriepb NOCJIeAHSIS YacTh IJIaHa, — HEPBHO 3acorea s, yrupas ot co jbda. Hox st 6pocuna
BHU3, IVIs1/151, KaK OH TMaJaeT B TpaBy. Y mpuBsizana BOJIOCH MPUHIIECCH K TIEPEeKJIaInHE.

— 51 BBICOTHI 0OI0... — HAUaJIa OHA, AePKach 32 COOCTBEHHBIE BOJIOCH HAJI TOIOBOM. fl TONKHYNa
ee rieyoM. [Ipeirator ke monu ¢ tap3anku? Ipeiraior. BoT v Mbl nipsiraem.

— JXuas? — cnpocuna £, I75/151 BHU3.

— Xusas. .. Tonbko OOIBHO. .. — MPOCTOHAJIA MTPUHIIECCA, TTOKA S ciie3aja Mo ee BOJIocaM, Kak
1o kaHary. CIIpbIrHYB Ha 3eMJII0, 1 MOJTUa Halllylajla B TpPaBe HOX U OJIHUM JIBUKEHHEM cliesiaia er
OTJINYHYIO CTPUKKY «KacCKaJ». « BUCOYKM MOIPOBHATH WU TaK OCTABUTH ?»

— Kakoe o6neruenue! — B310XHys1a IPUHIIECCA, OLIYIIBIBAS CBOIO TOIOBY. — OHO TOTO CTOWJIO. ...

deii B 0Opa3e KOTa KA HAC BHU3Y, CBITO OOJM3bIBASICh.

— Mornogen! — moxBanui MeHs1 KoTodel, yBopaunuBasiCh OT MUWHKA, KOTOPBIM 51 XOTeJla ero
HarpajguTh.

Uepe3 aBa yaca Mbl €Xxajil MUMO KakoW-TO JepeBHU. Hapon BeiChilan Ha yiuly, Neperern-
ThIBasich U meperisiabBasich. Eme Ob1! Hamma nporneccust mpeactaBiisiia codoil aymiepa3aupaoliee
3penuie. Anaredan ee Moa3eT Ha JpoXkalluX HOrax, CBepXy BOCcelaeT HeoObATHAs MpUHIlecca
C KOPOTKOW CTPUXKKOM B KOCTIOME OOMKa, PSIIOM, €1Ba IIeBeJIsi HOTaMH, TUIETYCh 51 B TPSI3HOM KaM-
30J1e CO ChexaBIlel KopoHoW. Ha Moux miieyax jIeUT He TOJBKO Ipy3 TSKEJIOro JIHs, a elle U MsATH-
kwiorpammoBbiii GPS-HaBuraTop. XoTenock MOIHATh PYKY U CKUHYTh €0, HO s1 HACTOJIBKO 00eCCH-
Jiefa, 9To Jake pyKa He NMOJAHMMAIIACh.
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— OpHaXx/apl, B CTYICHYIO 3UMHIOI0 TIOPY, 51 U3 JIECY BBIIIEJ, ObLJT CUJIBHBIA MOPO3... — HaYasl
KOT3, CIIAJICHbKO 3eBasi. — Kcrary, U BIIpaBay XoJomaer. ..

— 4 — npunniecca Mupaona! 3akoHHast HaclieiHuIa ipectona! f BepHyaach! — penetupoBasia
MpUHIIECCa, MOTpPsICasi KAKUM-TO CTAPhIM MEJATLOHOM.

SnuyHO BepHy/ach. M He ofiHa, a ¢ mpuHIeM. [1o Bcem 3akoHaM KaHpa MPUHIL BEJT IO y3/I1IbI
KOHsI, HA KOTOPOM Boccesiana HeBecta. KoHb ¢ HafeKIoi MblTajcs 3arisHyTh MHE B IJ1a3a, HO
OTBOJIMJIA B3IJISAN, IS/ HA JOPOTY.

— JaBaii, DHiiepanuTyIKa, eme pelBOYeK... — IenTasa, MoXJOoNbBas ero no mopae, — Tyt
COBCEM HEMHOTI'0 OCTasock. .. [lotepnu, ponumsiil... S Teprutio, v Thl TEpIM. ..

— I'sxy, mogHUMAETCsl MeITIEHHO B rOpy JIOIIA/IKa, BE3yIasi XBOPOCTY BO3, — JIGHUBO MTPOJOJI-
KU KOT3. — M 11IeCTBYS BaKHO, B CIIOKOWCTBUU YMHHOM, JIOIIA/IKY BE/IET MO Y3/LIbl MYKHUOK. . .

Ja, ObLTIO y MeHsI OIIYIIEHUE, YTO CaMble KPETKKe OPEIIKH 3[eCh TOJIBKO Y MeHs U Y DHueda-
nuta. §l cMoTpena Ha KOHSI C yBaXKE€HUEM.

— «Y3k OOJBHO THI TPO3€EH, Kak s morisiky! OTKyaa apouiiku?» — «M3 necy, Bectumo. ..» —
MIPOJOJIKAN KOT, C MPABUJIbHBIMU BBHIPAKEHUSIMA M MHTOHALMSMU. YUUTEIbHUIA JIUTEPATYPhl YKe
3aHecna pydKy, YTOOBI MOCTAaBUTh €My ISTEPKY B UETBEPTH.

VY MeHs ellle XBaTajoch CHJI BSUIO yTellaTh MPUHIECCY, KOTOpasi BAPYT pelliuia U3JIUTh MHE
AyIIy, B KPacKax OMKUCHIBasi CBOIO JOOPOKeaTeIbHYI0 POIHIO U IONTHE TO/bl BBIHYKJIEHHOTO OIMHO-
yectBa. [ToToM OHa, paJiocTHO OOTasi HOraMH, CTaJla JISIUThCS TTaHaMU Ha Oyayiee. OcoOeHHO ee
MHTEPECOBAJIO, HA YTO OOPaTUTh BHUMaHKE B BHIOOPE MOTEHIMAILHOTO CyNpyra. Permia oropBarbes
1o nosiHou. Momnogzen!

— B necy paznmaBasicst Tomop ApoBoceKka. «A UTO, Y OTIA-TO OOJbIIAs CEMbs?» — MYyPIBIKHYJ
KOT, TOTSTUBASIC.

U 1yT 51 He BBIIEpKasia U KO OTBETMIIA, XBaTasl €ro 3a MIKUPKY M CTAaCKUBas ¢ ceOst:

— «CeMbs-To OombITIas, fa 1Ba YeIoBeKa. Beero MykKHMKOB-TO: JIOMIAAKWH 1A f...»

W mBbIpHYIa KOT3 B epeBo. OH TYT ke Ha JIETy MPUHSUT YeJOBEUECKHIA OOIMK 1 MPU3EMITHIICS
Ha Horu. [IpuHIiecca axHyaa OT YOUBJICHUS M BOCXUIIICHUS.

— O! Kakoii Myx4rHa! — BCIUJIECHY/Ia OHAa PyKaMH, TS5l B €ro carpupoBbie 11a3a.

— Jla pa3Be 3T0 — My*)HK? — OTBeTHIIA 5, (ppIpKast. — BeuHo Ha 6abbuX Tulevax Bbie3xkaeT. Tak
BOT, MWJIasi, CMOTPY BHUMATEJIbHO. DTO — He MykHK! He mo3Bosisail My xuky Ha ceOe Karatbesi! 1o
MYKHUK JOJDKeH TeOsl Ha pyKax HOCHTB, a He Tl ero! [Tonsina? Bot ocHoBHOE mpaBumiio. Bospacr, pocr,
BEC, KOMIUIEKIIMSI He BaXHBI. [ JTaBHOE, YTOOBI MYKHK MYKHKOM ObL!

— A Terepb MeHs IMOCTyIIal, MPUHIIECCa, — 3aMeTUJT KPECTHBIN, U psaoM. — Hukoria He Oyib
TAaKOM, Kak oHa. [loHnMaerb, mpuHIIECca, €CTh KEHIIMHBI, KOTOPbIE TIPOCATCS HA PYyUYKH, a €CThb Te,
KOTOpbIE TMOJCTABISIOT 111ei0. [lenail BEIBOIBL.

Koraa mMbl 1oNo371 10 pOCKOIITHOTO 3aMKa, TaM yxke coopasiachk 1iesas qeMoHcTpauus. [Ipsmo
y BOPOT CTOSUI TAPHU30H CTPaXH, KOTOPBIi OUeHb He XOTeJI HAaC MPOITYCKaTh, €/1Ba CACP/KIBAsi HATUCKH
pa3bsipeHHbIX (paHATOB MPUHIIECCHI.

— IIpous otciona, camo3BaHka! — 3a0paa cTpaxa, morpsicast opyxueM. Ho akiws ycrparieHus
MPOBAJIMIIACH, KOTJ]a KPECThsIHE IBUHYJIMCh HA HUX C BUWIAMU U MOTBITAMU.

[IpuHIIECCa TeM BpeMEHEeM CIoJ3/a ¢ KOHS U MOTpsC/ia MeJabOHOM, BBIIAB LIETYI0 pedb.
Cyns 1o Tomy, HAaCKOJIbKO CIaXEHHBIM ObLJIO €€ BBICTYIUICHHE, OHA PEerNeTHpOBaia ee JIeT JeCATh,
He MeHblle. DhiBIasi y3HUIIA pacckasajia BCIO TOPbKYIO TpaBly, YIIyCKash HEKOTOPbIE IEKOTIMBbIC
cakTthl cBOelt Ouorpacdum. Vicroprst Bo3MyTHIIa Hapoa A0 TryOuHbl qymm. CTpaka permuia He puc-
KOBAaTh U MPOIYCTUTH MPUHIIECCY B 3aMOK. W Hac 3a0QHO.

— Oii! Hakonen-to koponeBckasi cBaapOa Oyaer! Huuero cebe! Bor 310 s moHuman —
«JT000Bb» | — BOJTHOBAJIACh TOJMA. — TOMBKO MPUHI] KAKOU-TO LTYTUICHBKUIA.

— ManeHbKuit, a yaJeHbKUi! — 3aMeTHIT KTO-TO, BU/S SIBHYIO pa3HMIly B rabaputax, — Cpa3sy
BuaHo! Myxuk!
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Crowio HaMm BOWTHU B TPOHHBIN 3aJ1, KaK TYT K€ sl yBU/IEIa BOOPYKEHHYIO OXPaHy U POCKOIIIHO
OZIETHIX TOCTIOJ], YMHHO BOCCEAIONINX 32 JUIMHHBIM 0O€/IeHHBIM CTOJIOM. Ha TOM KOHIIe cToNa CTOSIIO
nBa TpoHa. Ha camoM cTosie pa3Meraanch pOCKOIIHbBIE SICTBA, OT KOTOPBIX Y MEHS IMOTEKJIU CIIIOHKH.
Ha BbICOKOM TpOHE C Pe3HO¥ CIMHKOM CHJIeNl HACYTUICHHBIN CYTYNBI OOpOAATHI XMBIPh B KOPOHE,
a psIOM C HUM, Ha TPOHE MTOMEHBIIIE, CHJIeNia ToIIast, Kak mBadpa, oieTas Co BCei KOPOIEBCKOH IbIIII-
HOCTBIO Ma/IaM C THE3/I0OM Ha rojioBe. Buj y Bcex ObUT OTHIONB He KU3HEPaIOCTHBIH, KOT/Ia Ha IOpore
TMOSIBMJIACh Halla KomnaHus. HekoTopele roctu gaxke ey 0 pTa JOHECTH He YCIeId U TOIABUJIHChH
MY BHJE HaC.

— 3npaBcTBYiTE! — BEXKJIMBO MO3/I0POBANACH 51, U300paXxasi MPUBETIMBYIO YIbIOKY. — [IpuH-
1iecca criaceHa. ¢ 3a Harpajioi!

— B3atb! — 3a0pajt KOposib OXpaHHUKAM, ThIKasi B MOIO CTOPOHY NaJIbLEM.

Oxpana nomanysach Ha Hac. OtuyHo! [MpuzoBas urpa! Oaun U3 TeoxpaHuTesen 3aHec HaJl0
MHOH Me4, HO KOTHIIIKa COCKOUYMJI C MOETO IJIeva U MPEeBPATHIICS B YeJIOBEKa, OOBUB XBOCTOM PYKY
oxpaHHuKa. Pyka xpycrtHyna. Meu Bbiman. OcTaybHbIX pa3Mesio IO CTOPOHAM, CJIOBHO y HAac MOJ
HOr'aMU B30pBajlach rpaHara.

KpecTtHbIi TocMOTpet Ha rocTe, CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY HAOOK, & TIOTOM JIOBKO, C KOIIAYbel rpaluei,
3anpeITHYJ MpsAMO Ha croit. OH 11es1, mepeBopaduBasi XBOCTOM OJiofia U KyOKH MPsIMO Ha TOCTEH.
Hexoropble 3aKkycky cMeTal HOrou.

— K10 X0muT B rocTH 1o yTpam, TOT MOCTynaeT Myapo... VI3BecTHO BceM, Tapam-iapam, Ha TO
OHO M yTpoO, — ycMexHyJics Peld, nposokas ceoe peeprueckoe mecrsue. Bee. Briouaiite camoe
cTpacTHoe (pJIaMeHKO.

— To1 kTO Tako#? Thl UTO TBOPHIIIB? — 320paIM BOMYIIEHHbIE TOCTH, TSI/l Ha TOOJIeTHEBIIINE
JIMLIA KOPOJIsl U KOPOJIEBBI.

— Hukaiime mporry mpocTUTh MEHS 32 MOIO HEBEKJIMBOCTb, — SIZIOBUTO 3aMETUJT KPECTHBIN,
MpoJoJIKasl pa30pachiBaTh €1y U IIararh MO CTOMY. — BbI e ObLTM TaK BEKJIMBBI M YUTHBHI. .. Jlaxe
COM3BOJIMJIM BHICITYIIATh. .. BOT 1 51 OTBEeYal0 BEKJIMBOCTHIO HA BEXKJIMBOCTh. Hao ke uem-To onpas-
JaTh TaKOHM TEIUIBIN MpHeM ¢ Baiei cToponsl? He mo06mmio ObITh Oe3 BUHBI BHHOBATHIM. YBHI... Tak
YTO Teriepb Mbl B pacyete. [louTw.

MBbI ¢ MPUHIIECCON MEPErISIHYIMCh U CHOBA, OTKPBIB PThI, YCTABWIMCh HAa YEpHYIO (Urypy,
U3AIIHO JBUTAIOIIYIOCS 10 CTOJTY B CTOPOHY 3aCTHIBIIMX HA MECTE KOPOJIsi M KOPOJIEBHI.

— W yacro oH Tak nenaer? — CUILIO CpOCKIa MPUHLIECCa, T4 Ha MEHs KBaJpaTHBIMHU IJla-
3aMHU.

— Ha moeii namsiTi BriepBbIe. .. MBI ¢ HUIM CEroHs TO3HAKOMUJIHCH . . . — TUXO 3aMeTHJIa 51, 00aI-
AeBasi OT yMOIIOMPAYUTENILHOTO KOIIAYbero XaMCTBa. S B )KM3HU TaKOTO MPEACTaBUTh ceOe He MOria.
A Tenepb He MPOCTO MPEACTABIISIO, 2 BUKY CBOUMH IJ1a3aMHU.

deii gormen 10 KOposist ¥ OOBUJ €ro IIE XBOCTOM.

— A BoT Tenepb norosopum! IIpoctute, MHOroyBaxkaemblii, MHE ITPOCTO TaK yAOOHE! pa3ropa-
puBarb. He xouy opats Ha Bech 3ai1. [IpuHil cniac Baity npunueccy u3 bammu. [leno caenano. [pun-
1iecca JKuBa, 3JJ0poBa, liesa u HeBpeauma. M uto nipuHily 3a 1o nonaraercs? [pasuisHo. Harpana.
A! 3abbu1 npencraButhes. S — KpecTHbI (heil MpUHIIA, — 3aMETUJT OH, CIABJIMBAsI XBOCTOM IIIEI0
KOPOJIO TaK, YTO TOT MOKPACHEI U HavYaJl 3aIbIXaThCsl. — [la uTo 5 BBl Tak cMymiaeTech? ®Peii HUKoraa
He Buzenu? He Hago kpacHeTs. § Toxe nomnbiieH. Mtak. C Moero nogoneyHoro — npuHIiecca, ¢ Bac —
TOJIIAPCTBA U MOJIKA3HBI, KaK OBLIO 3asBJICHO B IoroBope. JJoroBop cunraercs myoauaHon ohepToi.
310 51 mpocTo HanoMHWII. Ha ciyyaid, ecim y Bac mpoOeMsl ¢ TaMSIThIO.

—Ipocru... Te... Kxe! — mpokanuisiicst KOposib, BIENMBIIMCH PyKaMu B XBOCT (pest. — CTpaxa
MeHsI HEeMpaBWJIBHO MOHSA... SI cKa3al He «B3sSIiThb», a «34Thb»! Mol mooumbiil 34Th! [Toutn Kak
cbiH. Ia uto Tam! CeiHok! S npsiMo ceiiuac rotoB ero pactiesnioBatb! OH oKka3aj KOPOJEBCTBY TaKyo
YCIIYTY, YTO MBI TIepeji HUM B HeorulaTHoM aoary! Kxe... kxe... Ho BbI moHuMmaeTte, 4to 51 He MOTY
BOT TaK BOT B3ITh U...
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— Heyxenu? — mepeOuJ1 ero KpecTHBIH, JIOBS 32 PyKY KaKOT0-TO IBOPSTHIHA, KOTOPBIA OpOCHIICS
K HEMY co cTujieToM. Pyka XxpycTHysna, cTuieT ynai Ha crojl. KpecTHblid, He pa3Kumasi XBOCT, MOAHSI
CTUJIET, TIOUTPAJl UM B pyKax, a MOTOM MPUCTaBUJI K JIMLY KOpoJisl. TOT AepHYJICs, YPOHUB KOPOHY,
KOTOpasi CO 3BOHOM MOKaTUJIach MoJ CTOI.

— Mapawm, y Bac ecTh 4epHoe I1aThe? — ydacmimBo oOparmics Peil k modeTHeBIer KOpo-
nese. — Her? Kakas xanocts. Bo3aM0OxHO, CKOpO OHO Bam O4eHb npurogurcs. M kak Bbl KUBETE
C TaKUM YIIPSIMBIM MyKeM?

— JlaBaiiTe HAUHEM Pa3rOBOP C CaMOro Hayaa... — IPOCTOHAJI KOpPOJb. — A UMEHHO C pyKHU
MIPUHLECCHI. . .

«Pyxka nmpunnieccor? Ommunblii BeIOop! Ceiiyac oTpexy. Bam 3aBepHYTh WM TPOCTO TOJIOKHUTD
B [TAKETHUK ?» — IPOMEJIbKHYJIO B MOEM T0JIOBE.

— Her. MbI HauHeM cpa3y ¢ MoNIapcTBa U MOJIOBMHA Ka3HbI, Kak ObUIO YKa3aHO B JIOTOBOPE,
KOTOpBIY MpUJIaraeTcsi K Ballell CTpacTHOM MOJIbOe O TIOMOIIH, — 3aMETHJI KPECTHBIH, IeJKas KOr-
TUCTBIMM NaJiblIaMu. B ero pyke nosiBuiiocs Ba forosopa. — Kak Tyt ckazano? B Harpaay nosnara-
eTcsl OJLAPCTBA, MOJI0OBUHA Ka3Hbl M pyKa IIPUHIIECCHl. TUIIOBOM JOrOBOP Ha CIIACEHUE IPUHLIECCHI.
[IpaBaa, ectb OOuH HI0AHC. Mol TOJONEYHAs — JEBYIIKA, XOTh U UCHOJIHSAET 00S3aHHOCTH TPHUHIIA.
[TosToMy pyKa MpUHIIECCHl HAC HE MHTEpeCyeT. A BOT OCTaJIbHOE, OyJbTe TaK JIIOOE3HHI. . .

Ilepen HOCOM KOPOJISl OSIBUIACH YEPHUIIBHUILIA C TIEPOM.

— Xoporo. .. XopoIo... — MPOCTOHAT KOPOJib, Oepsi Iepo U TOAMCHIBASI TIOACYHYTHIA JOKY-
MEHT.

— BenukonenHo! — ciagko nmoxBaiui KpecTHblil. — [1o moBomy neraseii nepegayn 4acTv KOpo-
neBcTBa nof, opucaukiuio [IpuHiia s Bam coodmry. [TonoBruHa MupaoHa MpUCOSTUHSETCSA K 3eM-
nsm [Ipunna. Tak uTo nepeHocuTe morpaHuydHble cTosobl. [TonoBrHA Baliei Ka3Hbl YXOIUT B Ka3HY
NpUHIIA. B0 OYeHb MPUSTHO UMETh C BaMHU JieNio. Sl oueHs paj 3HakoMcTBy. [IpemHoro 6naropapeH.
V3BuHMTE 32 TPUYMHEHHbBIE HEYT00CTBA.

Kpecrnbiii pa3xai XBOCT, KOTOPbIM Ay HECYACTHOTO KOPOJIs, M ABUHYIICS oOpaTHO. Tem xe
MapIIpyTOM, HO YKe MOUrpbiBasi cTuiieToM. CHpbirHyB co crona, ®Peil ¢ MUJION yIbIOKON BpyYHIT
KUHKaJIbYUK [TPUHLIECCE.

— Hepxu. [Ipurogurcs, — ycMEeXHYJICA OH, NONJIAABIBAA HA BCEX MPUCYTCTBYIOUMX. — [Tpokia-
apiBail myTh K TpoHy. Eciu uto — numm. He mponagaii. Beerga paapt momous. He 6ecriiatHo, pasy-
MeeTcs.

[TpuHecca mocMoTpesa Ha CBEpPKAIOIIMK KIMHOK, CKala PyKOSITh MIOKpeIye, a MOTOM Iepe-
BeJ1a B3MVIs1J HAa POJHIO.

— Mpimika, 51 Bcerjja roBOpHJI, 4TO JOOPHIM CIIOBOM U CTUJIETOM MOKHO JOOUTHCS Kyzia OObIIIe,
YeM MPOCTO JOOPHIM CJIOBOM, — 3aMETHJI KPECTHBIN, Ha X0y MPEBpaIlasch B KOTa M 3aje3asi MHe
Ha LI€eI0.
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I'naBa yerBeprasi. Het y Hac moaymku, HeTy
oJlesia, MPUKMEMCS MbI JIPYT K JAPYXKKE...

Korga mbl BepHy/IUCh B 3aMOK, TO NEPBBIM J€JIOM 51 Opocuiia B3[JIsAA B TOT Yrod, Ie Jiexal
OKOYEHeJIbI royOb. ['omy0s Hure He ObLTIO0. 3aTO Ha MOy OCTasIaCh KPOBaBast JyKUIlA, B KOTOPOH
ru1aBasi neppsi. Korelika nokyain, a st — Het. I'ie cnpaBeaymBocts? $1 mocmotpena Ha Pest coBceM
He J0OpbIM B3I oM. HeT, KoHeuHO, Ha rojtyOsi 51 He peTeH/1yl0, HO BHYTPEHHUI IPOKYPOp HACTOSI-
TEJILHO TPEOOBAJI CIPaBEIMBOCTH B BUJE YECTHO 3apa00TaHHOTO Y)KMHA, 3aBTPaKa, 00e/1a WiH IoJ-
JHUKA.

— U rie obeniaHHOE «IOKYIIATh» ? — HEMPUSATHBIM, TPEUCIIOTHEHHBIM Pa304apOBaHUsI FOJIOCOM
MIOMHTEPECOBAJIACH 51, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha Py U HETEPIIEIUBO CTy4Ya HOTroM MO IOIy.

— 3aBTpak OyaeT MOKyIIaTh, — 3aMETHJI KPECTHBIN, OTBOPAYMBASICh.

— A co crona Hemb3s1 ObIIO YTO-TO YMBIKHYTh? HeT? — 3axHbIKasa 51, 9yBCTBYs TpeOOBaTEIbHOE
ypuaH#e roJIoqHoro xenyaka. Emre Ob1! f nenblii 1eHb X0XKy TOJIONHOM, a eMy XOTb Obl XHbl!

— Thl B 10TEpelo Korjga B nocieHuid pa3 urpaia? — tomHo crnpocun Peil. — Hukoraa. A pa3
HEe Urpajia, TO JIyullle He HaYMHaTh. TeM Oosiee ¢ Tako! KPYITHOM CTaBKHU, KaK TBOSI KM3Hb. TaM Moso-
BUHA e/Ibl OTpaBiieHa Obuta. [lotepru 1o 3aBTpa... Ka... Keraru! Yyt He 3a0bu1!

OH onATh 00epHYJICSA KOTOM U MPOTSKHO MAYKHY/L. M3 Beex mieneil HaOexanu Mplu. Py!
OrpomHBIi IEeBENAIMICA KOMOK Mblleid. Mep3ocTh kakast! OHu cOMINCH B OJHY Ky4y U IPOKaJIH.

— My, — craikuM rojiocoM HPOU3HEC KOT, BaJbSKHO NMPOXaKMBASCh BOKPYT MBIIIMHON
Ky4H. — A Terepb MbI OTIpeieuMcs co ciyramu. He Goiitech, Muitble, s yke He rojiogeH. MHe HyKHO
HECKOJIBKO I00pOBOIIbLIEB. VIM 1 X ceMbsiM OyzieT odecriedeHa HelpruKacaeMoCTh 10 TIEpPBOM cepbes-
HOH NPOBUHHOCTH.

MBI 3aMuMInam, a TOTOM HECKOJIBKO OOSI3ITMBO MOAOIIUTH K KOTY. Yepe3 CeKyH/y Ha MX MecTe
CTOSUIO TISATh CIY’KaHOK B OJIMHAKOBBIX OEJIbIX MepeaHuKax. DiIoHauHKa, OpIOHETKa, /1B IIaTeHKH
1 OJJHA pbiKas. YepTsl 1WA y BceX ObUIM MBIIIMHBIE,  B3JISIbl KPACHOPEYMBO HAMEKAIM Ha TO, YTO
00ATCS OHM KOTEHKY JJO CyIOpOT.

— Wrak, Mou citaikue, Bl TENEPh CIyTH, — TponsHec Peld, mpeBpaiiasich B 4yeaoseka, — OTMBITh,
MIOYMCTHTD, IIPUBECTH 3aMOK B MOPSIOK. UTOOBI KOrIa sl MpOCHYJICs, Bee OJecTesio, Kak y KoTa. ..

4 ¢ 6onpMM HHTEpecoM nocMoTpesa Ha Pest, B HaAeKe, YTO OCIENUTENbHBIA OecK cTapa-
TEJIbHO BBUIM3aHHBIX KOIIAQUbUX MPUYMHAAJIOB 51 HUKOTJA HE YBUKY.

— ...1IepCTh, — YCMEXHYJICSI KPECTHBIH, McKkOoca Opocast B3IV Ha 3aTaUBIIYIO JbIXaHUE MEHS.

— Jla, Baie KOrredniecTso! — MponuinaIy MBIIIKY, YYTUBO KJIaHAAck. OH NOJOLeN K OfHOU
U3 HUX, HE CBOAS MOJIYIIPUKPHITHIX [J1a3, a HOTOM IPOBEJ KOI'TeM IO ee Iieke. Mbllb 3a1poxaia,
3aKMypHJIach U OIYCTHJIA FOJIOBY.

— 1 tuxo. — ®eit NOHU3MII rOJI0C 10 CTPACTHOTO IIENOTa, HAKJIOHSACH K Hell. — Kak MbIIIKY. . .
Hu cryka... HU rpioka... HU 3ByKa... EcM s ciyyaliHO POCHYCh OT TOrO, YTO YTO-TO ynajo... 51
BAaC ChEM. ..

KpecTHblil OTKMHYJI CBOM JIJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI, Pa3BEPHYJICS KO MHE M TYT K€ CHOBA K TpACY-
IIMMCS MBIIIIaM, KOTOpble MTHOBEHHO 3aCThUIM OT yKaca.

— Ilpucrynaiite. Haunnaiite ¢ TpoHHOro 3ana. KomHary npunia yOepere 3aBTpa. A Mbl
HEMHOT'0 YCTaJIA U MJIEM CIaTh, — CIAJIKO 3eBHYI Pell, 0OHMMast MeHs 3a Iuieud. BHe3arHo oH HaBoCT-
PUJT yIIH.

— Tak! Bel Toxe Bbute3aiite! Cmernee, — 3aMeTHIT OH, IOTEPIIUCH HIEKOH 00 Moo ieKy. M3 menu
BBUIE3JIM /IBE KpbICHl. Bosblias, )kupHas cepast U MajleHbKasi YepHasi C IOPBAHHBIM YXOM.

Uepes cekyH[y nepei HaMmu CTosi ABoe. IToyHbINA, COMMIAHBIN celoi MyKUYMHA C KPbICUHBIMU
ycaMM M3yMJICHHO TIOTJIaKHMBAJI KPACHBYIO OEJIyIo JIMBPEIO, C HEAOBEPUEM Pa3IJIsIbIBasi CBOU PYKH.
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PsiioM ¢ HUM kxaJicsi MaJIeHbKUI I0pPKHIA OpIOHET, CMaxXUBAOIIUI Ha YMEHbIIIeHHYO Koruio I’ Apra-
HbsiHA. He XBartaJio mmaru 1 TOMITBl TBApAECHIeB, YTOOBI 3aBOMUTD: «KaHambs!» ¥ THXO CIUTHCA.

— Wrak, — 3aMeTHJ1 KPecTHBIH, CHOBa Opocasi Ha MeHs1 B3I, — JKUpPHBI y HAC — MasKOPIOM.
OTtBeyaelb 3a BCce CHa4Yaja XBOCTOM, TTOTOM TOJIOBOM. A Thbl, MEJIKUM, — KOHIOX. 3aiiMuch AHueda-
7oM, Tby THI. .. UMOenmnom. .. Kopoue, KoHb cTouT B croiise. [IpuBeny KOHs B MOPSIOK U HAKOPMHU
ero. OcTasbHble — CBOOOJHBI.

Cryru cTosiiM MCHYraHHOM Ky4YKOW, U3YMJIEHHO pasIiisiiplBasi ApYr Jpyra, MoKa KaJlpOBbII
pe3epB CHEUINIT YKPBIThCS BO BCEX LIETISX.

— JItoOo¥ MHCK ¢ Ballel CTOPOHBI KapaeTcsi cMepThio. HUKTO He I0JKeH 3HATh, YTO IIPOUCXOIUT
B MOEM 3aMKe!

KpecTHbiii 3eBHYI1, a MOTOM CJIAAKO JOOABHUII, IOUTPHIBASI XBOCTOM:

— Ionum, Mbl1ika, CMOTPETh HAIlIM allapTaMEHTHI.

— MHe He HpaBUTCs CIIOBO «HalM». OHO 00s13aTeNIbHO? — YCTAJIO CIPOCHJIA 51, CKUBIBASI €70
PYKY CO CBOCTIO IJIC4a. — Msue Gorbliie HPaBUTCA CJIIOBO «MOU». «Mown» aAlrapTaMCHTEI U «TBOW>» artap-
TAMEHTHI. A ec/i OHM Oy/yT B pa3HbIX KOHIIAX 3aMKa, TOT/Ia BOOOIIE YyIeCHO.

He noxunasice otBera, s ycTajgo MOAHSAIACH IO JIECTHUIIE, JOILIA 10 €JUHCTBEHHOW LIEJION
ABepH, AEpHYyIA €€ W yBHJETa MWIYI0 XOJOCTALKYI oOutenb. OrpoMHasi KpoBaTh C IMbLIbHBIM
Oa1JaxrMHOM CMaxMBajla Ha adpoApOM, Kyda MHE YEPTOBCKM XOTEJIOCh Mpu3eMiUThes. TlopTpers
OOHaXKEHHBIX KPACOTOK B CaMBIX COOJA3HUTEIIBHBIX M03aX YKpAIlaid CTeHbI C OTCBIPEBIIeN moOes-
KOI1, Ha MBUIBHOM CTOJIE CTOIIKOM JieXkaiu KHUIM. Sl mojonuia v B3sla OOQHY U3 HUX, CoyBas IbUIb
c ee KpacuBor 00NoKKH. «Kak mpaBuibHO 1ieoBathes. [Tocobue amns HaunHaonwx. OT noMuaopa
10 ceHbopbl». Hy X0Th He oT orypiia 10 monoua. Bropas kaura HasbiBasiack: «I'ypy nukana». Hane-
10Cb, UTO 3/IECh €CTh BCE CXEMbl PEMOHTA JIETKOBOTO aBTO C OTKPHITOM I'py30Bo# iatdgopmoit. Cpazy
BCITOMHWICS «KOHb B ABTO». TpeThs KHUIra TOXe NOopaioBaia MeHs HazBaHueM. «IlocTenbHble OTHO-
IIeHUs OT «A-a-a-a-a!» 110 «S-s!». Bce 3Ti KHMKKY ObLTH He Tojie OyKBaps. 3aTo Mo HUMH JIeKal
OIPOMHBIN OMyc. «PyKOBOICTBO MO SKCILTyaTanuy keHiuHbl. CokparieHHoe u3aanue» 1 oTkpbuia
MIEPBYIO CTPAHMUILY.

«Bozvmume dcenuuny. .. »

XM... Hauano xopouiee. A MHe Bcerjga Ka3ajloch, 4YTO MMEHHO 3TO JOJKHO CTaTh KyJIbMUHA-
et orHomenuit. [Ipoctute, yBaxkaemplii aBTop, OpaTh Bco? Miu MoxkHO 1o dactsam? 3a Kakue
YyacTu KOHKpeTHO Opatb? I'me cxema? ['ne pucyHok? Bbl, yBakaemblii aBTOp, Kak-TO Hempodeccro-
HAJILHO TIOJIXO/IUTE K COCTABJICHUIO MaHyaJla Mo KeHCKOH SKCILTyaTall|H.

«Howuompume HA Hee BHUMAMEBbHO. . .»

CHauasia paBbIM IJ1a30M, ITOTOM JIEBBIM, a TIOTOM 00ouMu cpa3zy. U eciu Huvero He yBuaenu,
NEPEXOIMM K ITYHKTY TPH.

«Ymo 6wl uoume ?»
Kak uro? Eciu otcineaunts, Kyaa yCTpeMIISIOTCS] MYKCKUE B3OPHI. . .
«But suoume uenosexal»

Huuero ce6e! Heyxenu ... ... yenoek? [locie Takoro Havyasia, aBTOp, Bbl MHE JIbCTUTE !

«Ho 6vl ne obonvwaiimecv. Kenwuna — smo He uenosek... Ona auutb
umumupyem uenogeueckoe nogeoerue. M s eam smo ookadxcy. Ecau mydrcuuna,
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MaKoul, Kax vl UNU 51, OYMAem 0 MHO2OM, HCEHUUHA DYyMaen MoavbKo o abeu. Bce
€e MbLCAU UCKAIOUUMENbHO 0 At008U. .. OHa npocmo pusuuecku e ChocOOHA Oymamo
0 uem-mo opyzom! bez arob6u rHceHuuHa uyecmaeyem ceobs necocmosgutelics. Bee
JHCEHUUHBL NOXOdCU OpYe Ha Opyea. HeseadicHo, kakoli y Hee usem eonoc, ysem 2nas,
pasmep 2pyou... Bce scenuurvl oymarom moavko o aoosu. /pyeue movlcau npocmo
He NOMeWaromcst 8 UX 20108y. .. »

A 3a0ymuuso npoaucmana oenasnetue.

I'nasa nepsasi. Kenckuii nenem uau Kak oenamo 8uo, 4mo movl ee
cayuaeuto

I'nasa emopas. XKenckas ucmepuxa, Kak nepexcums u uem 3aKpolino
el pom

I'nasa mpemosi. XKenckas obuoa u kax npasuabHoO 00UNCAMbCSL HA Hee
3a Mo, Umo oHa odudeaacs Ha meos

I'nasa wemeepmasi. Kak nazvieams JHceHuyuHy, ecau NeHb 3anOMUHAMb
ee ums

Kakas npenects! Yaaum, aprop. I nocMoTtpesia Ha KHUTY, IOTOM Ha KaMUH. 3anaxjio BTOPbIM
TOMOM «MEpPTBBIX yII».

Ha kpoBartu He ObLIO HU MOAYIIEK, HU OfIesi1, 3aTO ObUI MPOJABICHHbII MaTpac COMHUTEIbHOM
yucToThl. Cy/isl 10 IPA3HBIM OTIIEYaTKaM MOIOLIB U KOMbSIM 3€MJIU, ITPEIbIAYIIIE BIaJeIbLIbl CIIAIN
B canorax. Eme Obt! I[TpuHIl go/mkeH ObUT TOTOB K TPy 1 0OOpPOHE B JII0OOE BpeMs IHS M HOUH !

Crapplil IBUIbHBII KAMUH, BCE €111€ COXPAHUBILIUI YEPHBIi CJie]] KOIIOTU U OCTaTKU 30J1bl, MEHS
nopanosaj. Beerna meurana o kamuHe. OKHa € IbUIBHBIMU [TOJJOKOHHUKAMU OTCBEYUBAJIM B YTPEH-
HEM CyMpaKe HEMBIThIMU CTeKJIaMHu. Ha 0IHOM MOIOKOHHUKE BAJISJICS 3aCOXILIMIA sIOOYHBINA OrphI-
30K, MOKPBITHIN Ay TUHOM, U KEHCKOE OeJIbe COMHUTEIbHOM YUCTOTHL. ECTh y MEeHs npeanonoxeHue,
41O JeBylKy 3B EBoil. CaHy3en ObUT MpeAcTaBieH PyKOMOMHUKOM, HEKMM TMO00MeM YHUTa3a
Y OFPOMHBIM IUIECHEBEJIBIM OacCeiiHOM-BaHHOM, Ha/l KOTOPBIM CTOs1JIa OOHaKeHHAsi MpaMOpHasi Kpa-
CaBUIIA C KYBIIMHOM. $I IPUCMOTpENach K yHUTA3y, BCHOMUHAS, ObUI JIU CPEIU «IIPUHIIEB» XOTh OJIUH,
cTpagaioumii kocoriasuem. Bporne He 6b110. Ho cTeHa BOKpYT CBUJIETENIBCTBYET, UTO ObLT. M He OfiuH.
Takoe 4yBCTBO, UTO 371€Ch TPEHUPOBAJIACH 1ies1ast COOpHAst KOCOIJIa3bIX OMATIIOHMCTOB MOJ, PYKOBO/-
CTBOM CJIETIOITTYXOHEMOTO TpeHepa.

Sl BrIOXHYNa ¢ oOnerueHueM. Kakoe cyactbe, YTO HUKTO U3 «AJUIEH CJIaBbl», YKpaIIAloIIeH
XOJIT, HE MOYTHII MEHS1 CBOMM BU3UTOM. VIHave Obl ero Tpyrn oOHapyKUJIM Ha CIeIYIOIIUH IeHb C MOT-
HBIM HOCKOM BO PTY, C OTIIEYaTKOM I'PA3HOIO carora Ha pyAd ¥ MOKPBIM CEAEJIbLEM Ha IlIee.

S moexunace. B koMHaTe ObLIO XONMOAHO. B3MisiHYB Ha KpOBaTh, 51 COfIpasia JIBe IITOPHI C Kap-
Huza. OHa cTajna npocTeiHEH, Apyras — ofesioM. IlotoMm s mepelia Ko BTOpOMy OKHY, coApaa
ellle O/IHY IITOPKY, CBEPHY/IA €€ U MOTy4nsIach MOAyIIKa.

CHSIB BOHIOUME Carlory, NOIIEBEIMB O1aroyXaoliMi HOCKaMH, KOTOpPbIE PEIlnia He CHUMATh,
B CBSI3M C HApyILIEHWEM TeMIEepaTypPHOIrO pexkuMa, sl PacCTerHy/a IPs3HBIA KaM301 U Opocuiia ero
Ha CIIMHKY cTyJa. M BOT £ JieKy Ha caMOJIe/IbHOM MOYIIKE, YKPbIBAsCh UMITPOBU3MPOBAHHBIM Ofle-
SIJIOM, M YYBCTBYIO, YTO KOJILIOGJIBHYIO MHE TETh He Hajl0. 51 1 Tak ycHy. S MOJOTKHY/A ONIesiIo Moj
ce0s1, epeBepHyJIach Ha KUBOT, 3aCYHYB PYKH IOJ1 MOAYIIKY, MOEKMIACh U 3aKpbula ra3a. Het, Hy
OIpe/ieNIeHHO X0JonHo. Hao kak-To pemarh Bornpoc ¢ oTorienueM. Ho ycranocts Bce-Taku mooe-
AWJIa XOJIOA, U A 3ajipeMaJia.

IIpocHynace s orTOro, 4To MO MHE KTO-TO TomnTajcs. Hadanoch B konxose yrpo! Koro erme
6710XU puHecu?

— Cplvib, KMBOTHOE! — 37100HO MpOIIUIeNa s, OTOPBaB rOJIOBY OT MbLIbHON MOLYIIKH. —
Ecnu Thl HENIpeMeHHO penInI criaTb CO MHOM B OJHOM KOMHATe — CBEPHUCH KaJIAUMKOM Ha CTyJie!
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— 417 Ha crynpbuuke? HlyTuis? — nporunesn Kotoder, HaMuHasi MEHsI KOTTSIMU.

— 31ech KpoBaTh TpexcrnaibHas. S1 M Tak B yroyouke jexy. Y TeOsi TaM — LeJIbli TIaliapM.
Wnm mapimpyii Tam! — OrpbI3HYJIAch s, CTPSXHUBast KOTa € ce0si, HO TOT BIEMIJICS KOI'TSIMHU B OIESUIO.

— Toraa rotoBbCs OTAABATH MHE YECTh, — SI3BUTEJILHO 3aMETHUII OH.

— Ara, BOT TOJIBKO 5 HE TIPH Mapajie, YTOObI YeCTh OTIaBaTh, — 3eBHYJIA 1. — VIMeli jke COBECTb. ...
Hait mHe nocriath! U Tak X0JIOAHO, a TYT ele Thl Ha MHe MHerbcsi! Caemnail Tak, YTo0sl MHE OBLIO
TerJo!

— Kak ckaxemnb. YuTtn, s mo0Omo ObITh CBEPXY, — C/IAJIKO 3aMETUJI KOTHUIIKA, CHOBA 3aIlpbl-
rMBasi Ha MO0 cnvHy. Bpoze ynercs Ha Tanuu. f mosjoxuiia rojioBy Ha MOYIIKY, 3aKpbUla I71a3a
Y TIOUYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK OH CHOBA Hayall MCKaTh yaoOHOe mMecTeuko. Bor Heiimercs emy! Kot cry-
CTHJICS] HMKE U C YIOBOJILCTBHEM BIIMBAJICS KOTTSIMHM B MOIO MHOTOCTPAAaJIbHYIO YacTh TeJla, KOTopast
CEro/IHsI MOJTyYnia BIIeUaTIeHU Ha Tapy JieT BIiepe.

— Boo0Ime-To 5 1 Tak cenan Tebe ooKeHne, pa3penms cnath Ha MOEM kpoaty, — cia-
JEHBKO 3aMETHJI KOT, CHOBA BIMBASICh KOTTSIMU B MOM CeaIMIIHbIA HepB. — Llenn. f cerogus n1o6-
PpHITA.

— Copimmnb, a ol He odpeen? Het? [laBaii Mbl HaiineM TeOe Kakyio-HHOYAb KOPOOOUKY, B KOTO-
poil Tel iepe3umyeliib. .. Thpy Th, mepeHouyernb. Odera, 3aKanbBarh ee He Oyay, — MPOCTOHAA
s1, IpsTYa TOJIOBY IO MOMYIIKY. — JlomaThl HeT. ..

Uepes msATh MUHYT BHIHYKAEHHOM TyXOTBI, 51 BbUIE3JIa M IIepeBepHYyJIach Ha crivHy. Kot jier MHe
Ha XMBOT, CBEPHYBIIMCH KJIyOOUKOM B paiiOHE COJTHEUHOTO CIUieTeHus1. YTo-To 3aypyaro.

—ITO 51 MypUy WIH TBOH XKeJyIOK ? — BCTPEBOXKMUIICS KOT, BCTPENEHYBIINUCh U HABOCTPHB YIIIH.

—3TO MOM KeNy/IOK YpUHT. .. Thl 06emman MHe ey, eCii criaceM MPHHIIECCY, — MpPauHO HAIlOM-
HWJIA $I, OTTOHSIS JKMBOJEPCKHE MBICIIH.

— @y! A g yxe ucyrajics, 4To 3TO 51 CIy4alHO 3amypuali... X! — cIagKo 3eBHYJ KOTHK,
CBOpauMBasi sI3bIK B TPyOOUKY, MIOKa3bIBas OCTPbIe 3yOKU U MPHXKUAMAs YIIIKH.

Bpone ynercs. Her! Ma-a-a-ama. .. [la uto 1 6ynens aenats! 1 Benpb He xkuBozep. .. Ho unorna
TaK XoueTcsi UM NoObITh! «KoBpHK — 11 X0351eB. KpoBaThb — 1151 Kortiek !»

— Kyna 0w Te0s1 mocinaTh, 4YToObl Hec1a00 00MIeTh? — BCXJIMITHYJIA 51, YyBCTBYs, KaK MSTUKHU-
JIOrpaMMOBasi KOIIAubsl TYIIKA BCE HUKAK HE YISIKETCS.

— Cuwurail, 4TO 5 BRIMMCAT TeOe TeHepaIbHYI0 JOBEPEHHOCTh, C KOTOPOM ThI Oy/ellb XOOUTh
Ha BCE OpraHbl BMECTO MEHS1, — 3€BHYJI KOT, SIBHO HACJIaKIAsSChb MOUMH MYYEHUSIM.

OH mporiiesnics Mo CryHe, CITYCTHIICS 10 HOTaM, a MOTOM. ..

— MHe XOJIOfTHO. . . — 3aMeTHJT KOT?, 3aj1e3asi MO/ OfesI0. — A 'y TeOst HOCOK JBIPSIBBINA. . . 3aIlUTh
ObLT0 JIeHb? Most 5k ThI XO3SIIOIIKA. .. Hudero, ceivac ere mapy AbIpOK cliesiaeM JUTsl BEHTHIISLVH.

Aii! Comous! Jla uto Thl TBOpHIIL! 3aueM ObUIO MEHS 3a maJjell Horu Kycatb? JIoBu OTBeTKy!

Kot crneren ¢ kpoBatu, HO TYT ke 3anpbIrHYJI cBepxy. [la oH — He e, a ucyaape ajgal

— 4 ke ckazaj, 4TO MHE XOJIOOHO! — SI3BUTEJIEHO 3aMETHIT KOT, IPOTYIBasich Mo MHe. — Kcraty,
Kakou 6putBoi Horu Opeerb? [lnoxas 6putsa. BeiOpocs ee. ..

Sl 3acToHana, 3aKpbiBasi rOJIOBY caMoZeIbHOM noaymkor. Kot He yHumascs. § nznoBumiacs,
cxBaruia pest OQHOM PyKOM, a IPYyrou craja CHUMaTh C HOTY TPSI3HBIN HOCOK. KOT BhIpBIBAJICS, HO 1
OblJIa HEYMOJIMMa M OecTiolaiHa, Kak quapesi B aBro0yce JajlbHEero clieioBaHus. S mpuaaBmia Kota
co00i1 M CTaJia MIBITAThCS 3aCYyHYTh eMy B poT KJisr. KoT nmapanascs 1 BO3MyIIacs, a yepe3 CeKyH/1y
HOCOK PE3KO MOMEHSUT TPAeKTOPHIO U YCTPEMUJICS MHE B POT. MeHsI KPerKo JIepKajii, CO CMEXOM
MIBITASICh HAKOPMHUTH MOMM ke HOCKOM. I 1miesipo Harpaxgana dest MMHKaMu, BRIPbIBAIACh U COIPO-
THBJISLJIACh TaK, CJIOBHO Ha KOHY CTOsUJIa MOsI )KM3Hb. A MOTOM YAaJI0Ch BHIPBATh Y HETO U3 PyK HOCO-
YeK ¥ CHOBA HATSIHYTh €ro Ha Hory. $1 Jiersna, AeMOHCTPATUBHO OTBEPHYBIIUCH OT KPECTHOTO U 3aKPhIB
YIIU [TOAYIIKOM.

— Her y Hac nonymiku, Hety ofesiia... [lprkmeMcs Apyr K apykke, utod teruiee craio! [a,
Most MplIKa? — HaTPaHHO KaJTOOHO 3aMETUJT KOT, 3ajie3asi MHE Ha TOJIOBY.

33



K. IOpam. «[Ipunua wer! 4 3a Hero!»

41 m3noBumnack 1 noiiMana ero B oaesiyio. Kor B menike.

— Bot 1 cka3ouke KOHell, a KTO BBUKMIJI — MOJIOfiell! — 3asiBIJIa 51, BHITPSIXMBAsi KOTa Ha MO
Uepes cekyHIy MEHsl CTAIllWJIM 32 HOTY, 3aBEPHYJIM B OJESUIO M BBHITPSIXHY/IM Ha TOJ C raJeHbKOM
YCMEIIIKOM.

— 4 Tebs ceituac Tak oTdesdy, YTo MaJio He MOKAXETCs, — BIPYrasach s, MOATATUBAs Crajia-
0L HOCOK, — BoT Hades Tol 310 Aenaemib? Oters MHe! Haes? S ycrana, xouy npocTo Jieus u. ..

Sl naxe cimoHOM nogaBwiach Ha nmostycyioe. Ha moeM mecte pacnionoxuscst deid, onsth B 4eso-
BEYECKOM 00/InYbe, OOHMMAs TIOMYIIKY M KOBApHO yibIOasachk. 1 He BeiepXkaa, 3ae3/1a Ha KpoBaTh
¥ TPOILIACch MO HeMy Horamu. OH MpeBpaTUIICs B KOTA U YCKOJIB3HYIL.

OTKanuIsABIINCH, 51 yOpasia BOJIOCH C JIMIIA, yTaJia Ha KPOBAaTh U CHOBA TOMBITAIACH YCHYTh.

— Tel HUKOTAA He MpoOoBaa crath Brpoem? [Ipenaraio mornpodoBaTh! — eXUAHO MPEIIOKIIT
KOT, TMIOTSTUBAsACh. — Thl, 1 U OXJIBIA TOMyOb. ThI corpeBaeiiib Moe TeJjlo, a rolyOb COrpeBaeT MO
AyIy...

Bce! Moe teprienre obopBasock! 1 Momua BCKOumsIa, CXBaTWjIa KOTa 3a IIKMPKY, OTKPbUIA
JBEPB, MyTasCh B MITOPE-TIOKPHIBAJIE, U IIBBIPHYJIA €r0 B KOPHIOP.

— CBoOOJIeH, KOTHIIKA! — HAIPHIBHO KPUKHYJIA S, 3aKPBIBAsI IBEPb U MBITASICh MMAJTbIIAMK HaIITy-
narh XJMNKYyO mekonay. [loka cumwiack ee 3aIBUHYTh, IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK MEHs TOTHUMAIOT
3a IMIKUPKY B BO3IYX.

— CBobOomHa, Meimka! Cnacu6o, uro Harpena mecto! Eciu 661 (heMUHNU3M ObLT CIIOPTUBHBIM
COPEBHOBAHMEM, TO ThI ObI YK€ IeJIOBaJIa MEIAJIbKY M Maxajia C beAeCcTaa, — pa3aalicsl S3BUTEIbHbIN
roJIOC HaJl YXOM.

JIBepb OTKpBLIACh, U 51 OKazajiack B Kopuaope. Her, koHeuHo, Oe3 oTreyaTtka HOTM Ha TIOTe,
HO BCE paBHO B IIyOOKo# obuze. Huuero, ceituac Most ouepenb. Sl ¢ HOrM BBIOMIIA CTapyio JBEpb,
Pa3bspeHHO BJeTeNa B KOMHATY M YBHUJIENIa XOJIMHUK 1of ofesuioM. Ceifuac XOIMHK CTaHET KypraH-
YrKOM. fl 3a1e371a HoraMy Ha KpoBaTh M HACTYNUJIA Ha HETo.

— [pustrao? IpusTHO, Korga no tede TomuyTcsi? — o3Bepena s. 1 Bcerga 3Bepero, Koraa MHe
HE Jal0T HOPMAaJIbHO TocTiaTh. KOT mpuHsiT yenoBeyecKuil OOIMK M CKUHYJ MEHS.

— Bon Tebe mnargapm, TaM ¥ MapiIdpyi, — 3¢BHYJ OH C TaJeHbKON YXMBUIKOH, MPHKAMAs
yIIH, a TOTOM CHOBA MPEBPATHJICS B KOTa, KOTOPOTO 51 CKUHYJIa C KPOBAaTH.

— Cnacu6o0, uTo Harpen! — CbeXUaHUYAIA 51, 3aro3asi Moj, OesUI0 ¥ 3aKpbiBas ra3a. OH cHOBa
TOMNTAJICS TIO MHE, a TIOTOM TIEPENPBITHYJ Ha TIOAYIIKY M CTaJl MepeOuparh jlanaMyd MOU BOJIOCHL. 1
C IJTyXMM CTOHOM HaKpbLIach OJesIoM ¢ TojIoBol. Ellle uepe3 MUHYT MSTh 5 CAAach.

— Xoporiio, nosne3ai Moj oAesiyio, — C IITyXHUM CTOHOM BBIJOXHYJIA 5, IPHOTKPBIBAsI €My BXOI.
Jlonro ynpammBarh He TpUIILIOck. KOT MOMEHTaIBbHO I0PKHYIT 101 0fesuio. f 3aKkpbuia 11a3a, a HOTOM
TMIOHS1JIa, YTO MHE HAIJIO JIe3yT 1of (pyTOONKY.

— 4 ckazana, ox oneso, a He o pyTOONKY ! — rmpormmriesna 51, Bhtackupas kota. OH BIETUIICS
KOITSIMU B JIM(PUUK M TOTSIHYJ €ro cjIefioM. Pe3rHKa ImeskHyna, HO 3acTeKKa He MOAaach, 3aTo
maunk chexait. [IpuIuioch ero monpasisTh.

— A y Te6s uto? JleBast Gosbilie TpaBoii? — ¢ IBHBIM HHTEPECOM CITPOCHIT KOT, & TIOTOM YCIIO-
KOWJICS ¥ TIPOCTO JIET PSJIOM.

Sl nexasia ¢ 3aKpHITHIMU TJIA3aMU ¥ MBICJIEHHO MTPOKJIMHAJIA TOT A€Hb, KOT/Ia MEHsI YTOpa3iniio
¢ HUM cBs3aThesl. CerogHsmHui iedb. Vi Buepamuii. MHe yxke Bce paBHO. [Ipuniioch momxarb
HOTH TI0J] ce0sI U CBEpHYThCS1 OYKBOH «310», UTOOBI HE APOXKATh BCEM TeJIOM. MBIIIIIbI ObLIM HAIpsi-
JKEHBI, ¥ sl YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO CTOMT XOTh HEMHOTO PAcCIa0UThCS, KaK TYT jKe HAYMHAIO TPSICTUCH, KaK
OCHHOBBIH JIUCT.

— 41 Tpeby1o, 4TOOBI THI MEHSI OOHsIa! — 3asIBIJI KOT U3-TIOJ ofiesiyia, — S, Mex/1y povuM, KOT
OIMHOKOU He3aBMCHUMOW KEHIIUHBI U Bey ceOst cooTBeTcTBeHHO! Thl TpoCcTO 00s13aHa MEeHsSI OOHU-
MaTh!
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— 41 1eGe ceituac BonmeOHYIO0 MAJOYKy OTOPBY M XBOCT Ha Majel] HaKpydy! — mpouenwia s
CKBO3b 3yObl, IOHMMasI, YTO OH He OTCTaHeT. — JlajHo, Xoporio, oOHuMy. Ho ToJbko Tipu ycioBuw,
YTO ThI IAIllb MHE TIOCTATh, C... KOT!

1 crpeGiia KOTHIIIKY B OXaIlKy U niprkania K rpyau. OH Bpoze Obl puTHX. S qaske mpoBepuia,
JBIIIUT WA HET, a TO MaJIO JIK, BAPYT mepeycepacTBoBaia? JIpImr.

S1 BBIIOXHYTa ¢ 0OJeryeHreM 1 3aKpbiia mia3a. Yepr, Kak ke XOJIOgHO. .. S HeMHOro moapo-
kana u ycHyna. CHIIOCH, YTO MPUCTOHWIACH K YeMY-TO OOJIBIIOMY U TeruioMy. MHe ObUIO Teruio
Y YIOTHO. A OOJIBIIIOE U TeTIoe MPHKUMAJIO MeHs K cebe, HeXKHO OOHMMAas.

VYTpoM MeHs kaajia a0COMOTHAS YUCTOTA, 3aBTPAK B BUJIE OBCIHKH, KyOBIIIIKA MOJIOKA U KyCKa
cexero xjeba. 1 Bce? A rae ke nodcreps? Omapsi? ['ne pockomnbie sictBa? ie okopok, yept
Bo3bMU?  Tak He urpaio! Mbl Buepa oTTAINaIM NOJOBUHY KOPOJieBCTBa! DTOT MJIEBOK OBCSIHKU, pa3-
Ma3aHHBIH 10 Tapeske, — BCe, UTO 5 3acayKuia?

51 moena 1 cHOBa 3aBaMIACh crath. Ho BHE3aIHO KTO-TO OCTOPOXKHO BBITAIVIT U3-TT0]] Oiesiia
MOIO PYKY, 3aCyHYJT B TIEpO B MaJIbIBI, & TIOTOM MPUHSIICS BOOUTh UMH B BO3IyXE.

— Tsl uTO TBOPHMIIL? — BO3MYTHIIACH 51, TIOJICKAKKUBasi U Opocast mepo.

— 3agsky noamuckiBan. Codupariics. Ceituac ee onoopsaT! — yemexnyscs Peit, molysack Moei
KOPSIBOM POCITUCHIO.

— Kaky1o 3as1BKy? — 3eBHYIa 51, TpOTUpasi I71a3a. — A yto? Manbuuk 1o Bbi3oBy? f 4TO, KAk IbIi
JeHb paboTaTh JOJKHA?

Kpecrnbiii He oTBeTHI. BMecTO 3TOr0 OH MoOAIEsT XBOCTOM MOM — YIUBUTENILHO, HO YUCTHIN —
Kam30J1 1 OPOCHJT ero Ha KpoBaTb.

— ITate munyT Ha cOopsI! [Toka TOPUT CIIUUKA, — YCMEXHYJICS OH, BUJIS, UTO Sl CMOTPIO C IIJIOXO
CKpbIBa€MOW HEHABHCTHIO. VIMEHHO TaKuM B3IJISIIOM TIPOBOXKAIOT palbl, BKAJTBIBAOIINE HA TIJTaHTA-
UM, JIOOUMOTO XO35IMHA, KOTOPHIN yAAJIsSeTCs] B POCKOIITHOE IMOMECThe, YTOObI KaK CIIeyeT OTIOX-
HYTb [TOCJIe U3HYPUTETLHON MPOTYJIKU IO COOCTBEHHBIM BJIAICHUSIM.

— A Moxer, qy4diue cBeuka? bonbluas, Tosnctas cBeya! — mpoBopuana s, 4yBCTBYs, Kak MeHs
crpebaroT ¢ KpoBaTH, CTaBIT HAa HOTH, IETUISAIOT Ha TOJIOBY KOPOHY U BpydYaloT kam3oi1. deit ucues.
A depe3 nATh MUHYT CHOBA TOSIBHJICS.

— Opo6punu. [IpaBaa, MpUIIIIOCh BHECTH JISHBI!. .. Bee Halm qeHsru! — cliajiko 3aMeTHI OH,
IJIS171s1, KaK 1 MBITAIOCh TIOTIACcTh PYKOW B pykaB. — Tak uto He moaBenu, npuHil! Ha koHy Bce Hamm
cOepexeHus!

— Kakue nenbru? §1 noymkHa BHOCUTH JIEHBIM 3a criaceHue? 3asor? 9To Kakoe-TO U3/IeBaTeib-
crBo! Xotst HeT! D10 — HaayBaTeabcTBO! JIOXOTPOH, — BBIpyTrasiach 1, 3aCTeruBasi MyroBullsl. — Tem
oonee 51 Aymana JUisl Hauyasla UCKyHaThCsl. . .

— HWckynaenibest, — MHOrO3HauMTENIbHO 3aMeTril Deil, pa3BopaurBas Kakyl-T0 OyMaxkKy. —
WTak, 35108 BOIEOHUK IPEeBpaTUI pUHILIECCY B jiedensi. Ee poauTenu obemanT noamapeTsa, mnojio-
BUHY Ka3HBI ¥ KPBUIBIIIKO. .. Th(Dy THI... PYKYy IPHUHIIECCH. B ciydae ocBOOOXICHHS 3aJI0T BEPHYT.
41 06 3ToM m03a60uych. [ToaTOMy naBaii, MPUHII, CKA4l HABCTpedy ciiaBe!

keksk

SHedaTuT MeJIEHHO YaBKaJl KOIMBITAMH 10 Kakomy-To Oosoty. Yag-uad. To mm ['pummnen-
CKasl TPSCUHA, TO JI CPEAHEpYyCCcKash BO3BBIIIEHHOCTh PaJoBaja AyIly 3aKOHYEHHOIO IECCHMUCTa
KpacoTol CBOMX YHBUIBIX Ieii3akeil. He XBaTano TONBKO MPOTSKHOTO cO0aYbero BOsi 1 HEBO3MYTH-
Moro Jlypemapa c caukoM. Hazieioch, 4To 3amax OBCSIHKM He TpHBJedeT codaky backepsuieil.

— DX, KU3Hb MOSI — KECTSIHKA... — B3/IOXHYJ KOT, CHJIsl Y MEHs Ha Iiee M OOJIbHO BIHMBASICh
KOITSIMU B cnivHy. — [la Hy ee B 00110T0... JKUBY 1 Kak roraHka... A MHe JieTa-a-ath... A MHe JieTa-
a-ath...

Xmon! He kaxaplil JeHb Thl UCTIOMHSICIIH KeJaHue esl.
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— He kBakaii, — 370paiHO 3aMeTHIIa 51, yAapsis HoraMy B 0oka DHiledaninTa, 4ToObl OTheXaTh
TOJIaJIbIIIe OT Kollaubei MecTi. KOoHb pe3Ko epHYJIcs, BCTAI Ha ABIObI, M TETIEPh s CUKY B JIyKe.

— IIpenmomnoxum, KBa... — eXUIHO 3aMETHJI KOT, TOAOMPAsICh KO MHE.

— ®y! —mpocToHasa 51, TOMHUMASICh C YaBKaloIen xixke. Pyku ObUIM MOKpBIE, INTAHbI M CITUHA
Toxe. BeraB U3 Boapl, 5 norvienach K DHUeaauTy, KOTOPBI CTOsJI, BUHOBATO NpuXkaB ymu. OH
HIapaxHyJIcsl, KOI/ia s MOIbITaJach IPSI3HON PYKOM CXBATUTD €r0 3a MOBO/bS.

Crodts, apyxouek, cmupHo! Wb, kakas HexeHka! f morelTanace 3alTH C APYrol CTOPOHBI
U TYT %€ MPOBAJIUIACH IO TOSC.

— MeHs 3acocania onacHast TpsCMHA... — IIYMHO B3A0XHYJ Deil, mpeBpaliasch B YeJIOBEKA.
Sl mombiTanach BHIOPATHCS, HO TYT ke yBsI3/a MO rpyab. KpecTHbIN mpucen Ha KOPTOUKU U CHesa
*kaoOHOe JIHIIO.

— 41 Tebe oueHb couyBCTByIO... Tebe mepea cMepThio MPUIILIOCh XJIEOHYTh CTONBKO TO... —
3aMeTWJI OH, KJIaJisl MHE PYKY Ha IUIEYO U cjlerka MOATAIIUBas, — ...ps. Thl, I1aBHOE, HE JBUTaiics.
Bort! Tak u 3ampu! OmiinyHO!

— Jla 3HaI0 51, — onaciIMBO 3aMeTrIa 1. TpsicruHa yke MorJoTHIa MeHs 110 Tuiedu. — Yem Oosbiie
IIEBEJTUIIILCS, TeM ObICTpee TOHEb. . .

— Jla HeT, mpoCTO 3TO — KpacuBas mo3a. BoT apxeosnoru oOpaayioTcs, Hals TBOU OCTAHKH, —
ynbIOHYJCS Peit, ornague MeHs o TojioBe. M oKyHYyI najiel] B OOJIOTHYIO THHY.

— BoITackuBail MeHs1 orciofa!l — BO3MYTUJIACh 1, MIsAs, KaK OH Aypbl0O Maercsi, BMECTO TOTO
yT0oOBI MeHS criacath. Has moBepXHOCTHIO 00JI0Ta TOpYasia TOJIBKO MOSI FOJIOBA.

deil PUITOKIIT TPSA3HBIN MaJel] K MOUM Ty0am M CapKacTHUECKH YCMEXHYJICS:

— Tume, kono00OOK, THIe. .. Pacckaxu syuiiie, Kak Thl JOKATUJICS JI0 TAKOU KU3HH. . .

— CkoruHa! — ipornwriena s, CruieBbIBasi 00J0THYIO THHY, — Kak ke st Te6st HeHaBuxky ! [la 3a uto
MHE TaKoe Haka3aHue!

— JlamHo-nagHo, Mpliika, He nepexuBait. Ceituac st Te0s criacy, — B310xHY1 Dei, BHITaCKUBasI
MeHsI Ha Kouky. OT 0eJoro Kam301a OCTaJIMCh OIHM BOCIIOMHHAHMSI, TPSI3b TEKJIA C MEHS pyYbeM
Y XJII0MaJjia B carorax.

— Crniacu6o! — B3oxHyna si, oonumasi Pest 1 pazmasbiBasi MO €ro CIUHE TPsi3b, — Thl IPOCTO
MOi1 repoii!

Uepes naTh MUHYT $51 Openia psoM ¢ KOHEM, Ha IyIedax Jieskas TPsI3HbIA 1 MOKPBIH KOT, IIUIenast
XBOCTOM I10 MOEH JIMIKOM OT TpsI3U ClIMHE. BHE3aIrHO OH COCKOYMII U 3a51BUJI, YTO NIOMIET pa3BelaeT
nopory. YepHsblil XBOCT MEJIbKHYJI CpeIy TPaBbl U OOJIOTHBIX KOYEK.

1 cTosina Ha MecTe U TYT HEOKMIIAHHO JUTst ceOsl yCIblIaia KpacuBbIi MyKCKoit rosoc. Hacro-
POXKIUIIACH, MBITASICh TIOHATH, OTKYAA OH JoHOcUTCS. Kaxkercs, cHU3Yy. ..

— O! He moxer ObiTh! 1 — 3akonmoBaHHbIi npuHIl! YV eciv MeHs mornenyeT mpeKpacHast
AEBYIIKA, TO 37I0€ KOJJIOBCTBO Oyner cHATO. $1 mporry Bac o nomomu! $1 Tprcta JeT xkmy 3Toro
MOMEHTa!

Sl omycTriack Ha KOJIEHH, pa3/IBUHY/Ia TPaBy Ha KOYKE M yBUZENA OOJBIIYIO JIATYIIKY.

Jlarymka cMoTpena Ha MeHs, a 51 Ha Hee. Tpucra yier OefHsira xaat... MHe cTano UCKpeHHe
KaJjb ero.

— O, npekpacHas He3HakoMKa! Bbl Tak oyapoBatesbHbl U Mujbl! § — npuHu. f Tpucra jer
®1as Tonbko TeOsi! VI BOT, HaKOHeI, 3TOT JieHb HacTal! YMOJIso, pacKOIIyd MeHs, KpacaBuIia. .. —
BblJaJIa JIATYIIKA. Sl ocMOTpesach 1o CTOPOHaM, a IMOTOM TS)KKO B3JOXHYJIA.

Her, koHEUHO, 11e710BaTh JIATYIIKY — 9TO CJIMIIKOM, HO OH Belb TPUCTA JIeT, O THEHBKHIA, K JaJl.
41 B3sina ero Ha pyKu, NOTsSHY/NAch rydaMu, 3aKpbuia I71a3a 1 noresoBaia. [lepego MHOM MOsIBUIICS
CUMIIATUYHBIA MOJIOJOM YeJIOBEK C 30JIOTHIMU BhIOIIMMECS BosocaMu. OH Ope3riMBO MOCMOTpeEN
Ha MEHs1, a [IOTOM OTTOJIKHYJI HOTOM.
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— IIpoub ¢ popory, mopomiBa! — yCMEXHYJCSl OH, Ope3rIMBO CMOPIIMBIINCH U HATIPABIISISICh
B CTOpoHY DHIedanuTa. — MeHs 4yTh He CTOLIHUJIO Tocie TBoero noueinys! Hamo Oyaer pot mpo-
oJ1ocC. .. KBa!

W 1yt npuHIa mogOpocuIio B BO3yX, M Ha €ro MecTe CHOBa OKa3asach JIATYIIKA.

— Oii! Kpacaswuua, st nomyti! Ipoctu mens, moxanyiicta! [Tomoru mue! 4 obemaro, Musnas!
41 xeHioch Ha Tebe!

JloroBopuThb JiArymika ue ycrnena. Ha Tom mecre, rae oHa cujena, BHICOKUAN YepHBIN caror pac-
THpaJI TPaBYy.

— MHe nokazanock, Wiy s CIIbIIIaT KaKOW-TO ToJIoC? — HAUTPAHHO BCTPEBOKEHHO YCMEXHYJICS
deii, BBITUpPAsH OIOIIBY O KaKyl0-TO KOUKY. — [ ie To1? Mbl yke unem k tede Ha omorns! Tel, riaB-
Hoe, He Momur! ['0BOpH XOTb UTO-HUOYIL! YMOIISAI0, CKakH XOTh CJIOBO. .. Thl YTO-HUOYb CIIBIIIATIA,
Mpimmka?

— Jla HeT, — B3/I0XHYJIA $1, MOAHUMAsICh U3 OOJIOTA U CIUIEBbIBAsI IPSI3b.
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I'naBa naras. 'agkue Jgedean,
nau MBI He K/JaJi4 Bac, a BhI...

JKuBoncHoe O00JI0TO PACHONOKWIOCH MO CEHBI0 TOJCTHIX MHOTOBEKOBBIX JI€PEBbHEB.
Ha 6onote miaBasia cras GeJIocHeKHBIX JieOener. Han Bogoi mapuim cTpeKossl, a rae-To B KaMblIax
3BOHKO MEPEKBAKUBAIUCDH JIATYIIIKH.

— Kak tonbko cripaBumMcst — Oyaem oTabixath. Thl Oyelib OTCHINIAThCS, a 51 IPOBeLy He3a0bl-
BacMyl0 HOYb B KOMITAaHWUU JBYX JieOenei... M tpex... Her, Tpex s He NOTsHY (pu3nyecku... —
OONM3HYJICS KOT, CIIPhIrMBasi ¢ Moel 1ien. — HacauTh MX Ha BepTes U OTKAPUTh XOPOIIIEHBKO. .. M-
M-M-M! JlaBaii, jie3b B 6010TO!

Hapneroch, uTo 9T0 — KOIlIaubl rAaCTPOHOMHUYECKHUE MPEANOUYTEHHS], 2 HE MYXKCKUe (paHTa3uu
Ha TeMy BHECEHHUsI pa3HOOOpa3usi B CBOM OECKYJIbTYPHBIH JIOCYT.

— O, "et! Cnacu60! — BO3MyTHIIACh f1, TSI HA KOTA, KOTOPBIA PUHSLT YeJIOBEYECKUI OONHK. —
310 uto? UzneBarensctBo? Kak ee xoth 30ByT? MOXerT, nmoopy, oHa noaruibieer? Y BooOie, uto
C He! aeath Hago?

— TloiimMats Tpu miepa... — deil MPUCIOHWIICS K TOJICTOMY CTBOJY JIepeBa, JOOYsICh CBOUMU
JUTMHHbIE KOTTSIMU, TaK, CJIOBHO MATh MUHYT Ha3a]] BbILLIEN U3 MAHUKIOPHOTO CAJIOHA.

S momaBuack cimoHoi. XoTena cKka3zaTh YTO-TO YMHOE, HO TIOJIaBHJIACh.

— Ioiimats Tpurre. .. YTo? — OCTOPOKHO 3aMETUJIA 51, BIVISABIBASCH B J1eOeen.

NnoxoHapuk Bo MHe 3aKalLIsLII ¥ 3a4ecasics CO CTPAIIHOW CUJION, MPUKUABIBAS — Cpasy B rpod
WA MOXHO ellle MOJIeYnThesl paau npwinuus. [ ie Mol peciuparop U pe3uHoBbie nepuatku? [ie
MOW KOCTIOM XMM3AIIUThl U aHTUOAKTEPUANIBbHBIN JIOChOH AJisg pyk? [loueMy He BbIIau neper Tem,
KaK OTIPaBUTh MEHSI HA CTOJIb PUCKOBAHHOE JIEJI0?

deii nopolen, MOAOKUI PyKy MHE Ha IJIEUO0 U IMTPUCTAIILHO MOCMOTpe Ha iedeneit. Ero 3pauku
cTanu nonepedyHpiMd. OH MEJIEHHO MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, pasIyisbiBasi MTHIL], a OTOM CJIErKa COIIlY-
puiics. Yepes CeKkyH/Iy I71a3a CTaJId OOBIYHBIMH.

— Tebe Hamo ee MOWMAaTh U BHIPBATh Y Hee TpH repa. U Torja oHa CHOBA CTAHET YEIOBEKOM.
3ananue noHsATHO, Meika? Tak yero croum? Briepen, kynarbest! TosbKo, 4yp, 1aeKo He 3aruibiBaii!
VuTh, ecnu cy4ailHO YTOHEllb, KyNaThcs OoJIblie He noiens! — yemexnyscs deil, norpernas MeHs
0 BOJIOCaM. — A s TIOKa MOUTpalo B criacaresis. byaens TOHYyTh — MaxHU PyKOM Ha MPOILIAHKE. DTO
IJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI s1 MOT BO3BPAIAThCsl JOMOM CO CIIOKOIHOU COBECTHIO!

deii mpeBpaTucs B KOTa U JIOBKO BCKapaOKasicsl Ha AepeBo. TaM onsiTh MpUHSLT YeJI0BEUECKUN
OOJVK, BaJIbSKHO PACIOJNIOKUBIIMCH HA TOJICTOM CYKY, ITOATEPEB CIIUHOW CTBOJ. IJIMHHBIA XBOCT
CBECWICS BHM3, CJIOBHO JIMAHA.

— Wrak, nepBas yacth Oanera «Jlebemunoe o3epo». [punil 3urdpun Bo BpemMsi OXOTHI CITy-
YaiiHO yBHJEJ KpacuBbIX JicOene. [1am. .. mam-nam-niam-nam-nam! Ila-nam! [Ma-iam! — si3BuTENIBHO
3aMeTWJI KPECTHBIN ¢ BeTKH. — Tak! 3aHuMaeM MecTta COrJiacHO KyIyieHHbIM Owietam. [lepBbiii psia?
[lepseiit psan. bankon? bankon. Hauanu!

Sl cnenana mar B XOJOMHYIO M MYTHYIO OT THHBI BOAy. B MOKpBIX camorax CHOBa MPOTHUBHO
3aXJII0NANO0 U 3a4aBKasio. JIATYIIKY CTUXIIH. ..

— Ilpuniiecca! — KpukHya 1.

JleGenu He 0OpaTHIIM HUKAKOTO BHUMAHUSI.

—ynu-ryau-rysu. .. — mponeneTana s, ieias pyKou KecT, CJIOBHO 3apaHee HaMeKalo, 4To pado-
Talo He 3a cracu6o. Jlebeau MocMOTper Ha MeHsI Kak-TO CTpaHHO. [IpuMepHO Tak CMOTpPEH MbI
Ha JIMPEKTOpa, OOEMIABIIEro K 8 Mapra meapsle MpeMUaIbHbIE, HO BMECTO HUX TOAAPUBIIIETO Kak-
J0U COTPYIHHMIIE IO TIape CTeJIeK COPOK MATOro pa3Mepa. BONBIMMHCTBO cTesieK ObLIM TOpIao BHIOPO-
IIIeHBl B MYCOpHOE BeJpo B keHCKOM Tyasiere. [IpaBaa, omHu M3 HUX ObUIM MOYEMY-TO pacreva-
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TaHbI, a CBEPXY JIeXKAJIU CIIOMAHHbIE HOKHUIIBI. XY0KEeCTBEHHOE BbIpE3aHUe 3aKOHYMIIOCh CO CYETOM
1:0 B MOJIB3Y CTENBKH.

— ['ynu-rynu-ryam. .. — BsUIO IpOMAMIIMATIA I, pasmisapBas jJeodenei. [Ipunuiock cienars ere
OJIVH IIIar, HO JieOeqH OTIUILLIH TIOJAIbIIIe, HEeIOBEPUYMBO KOCSCh Ha MEHsI, MOJI, Thl Ha KOrO 0aToH
KPOLLUIIIb?

— Her, He Tak... [loukail rpoMko... VKaelllb ¥ IIUINUIIb, UKACIlb U IIUIMUIIb. .. — 3aMETUJ
KPECTHBIH C JiepeBa.

41 noukana u normrena. MHoI0 cpa3y 3aMHTEPecOBaICS OOJBINON JieOeIb — PELIHI MOATLIBITh
KO MHE TIOOJIIIKeE . . .

— [Noka npuHIr 3urpdput CTpagal OT MyUUTETbHBIX TPUCTYTIOB UKOTHI. . . — 3¢BHYT Peil v po-
JOJDKUJI TOJIOCOM BeJyIIero repeaayn «B Mupe ;KMBOTHBIX»: — BoJbIToNn camelr JieOe/isi 3anHTepeco-
BaHO OTKJIMKHYJICS Ha ero OpavyHbIii 30B.

Sl 3akanuisIach M apaxHyiach NOAAJbIIE OT CaMLA.

— Crnymiaii, a uem camernt jiebeist OTINYaeTcsl OT CaMKH JieOe/isi? — MOMHTEPECOBAIACH $, ITBITASICh
3arOJIHUTH MPOOET B OPHUTONIOTUH.

— Kak uem? ditnamu... — punocodcku 3amMeTr1 KPEeCTHBIM, MOUrpbIBasi XBOCTOM. — CaMlibl
SIVIIT HE OTKJIA/IbIBAIOT.

— Mmue uro? IMogoxaarh, KOrja OHM HAYHYT HECTUCh? A TIOTOM MOTHWMATH KAKAYIO TTHUILY
Y TIPOBEPSITh, €CTh JIM SWIA WIM OHA MPOCTO TaK Ipucesa? — BOMYTHIACH s, TSI Ha aOCOIOTHO
OIMHAKOBBIX JieOeei. XopoIio, eciu Obl OHU MOATUTBUTM roOmke. boxe! OHM Takue MUJTBIe U Kpa-
cuBbie. [IpsAMo kak Ha OTKpHITKax. Cpa3y BO3HUKJIA ACCOIMAIUS C MHOTOSIPYCHBIM CBaJIEOHBIM TOP-
TOM U TIOJIOTEHIIAMU B TOCTUHUIIAX.

— 3naemb, MpllKa, 3TO TaK POMAHTUYHO! — S3BUTEJBHO 3aMETWJI KpecTHbI. — Thl, s
1 Jiebeu. .. BoT ckaxu MHe, ObLT T B TBOEH KU3HU XOTh OJWH MYKYMHA, KOTOPBIA MPHUBEJ OblI TeOs
B CTOJIb JKUBOIMMCHOE MECTO ISl TOro, YToOBl IOCMOTpeTh Ha Jiebeaeid? [la 4to Tam mocMoTpeTs!
[Tomynars! Beex u kaxporo! Het. Tak 4to s nepBbIi. . .

Ara, BOT IMEHHO Ha 3TOM OO0JIOTe, eC/ Obl s BAPYT pellnia BBIATUA 3aMyXK, S Obl YCTPOWIIA
doroceccuio. Kakast npesnects. $1 B cBajieOHOM IJ1aThe CO CTPEJION BO PTY CHKY HA KOYKE U TPOMKO
KBaKaw, UMUTHUPYS OpauHbIil 30B Pa304apOBAHHON B JKW3HM JIATYMIKW. ToNMa OXHUBJICHHBIX POJI-
CTBEHHUKOB KOPMHUT KOMapOB, ITOMMUBAs MAMITAHCKOE U3 TUIACTUKOBBIX CTAKAHYMKOB. MOMX IbSTHBIX
MOZIPYKEK JYIUT kada, a VBaH, B JiydlieM ciydae [apeBud, B Xy/IIIeM Clydae — HEeyHBIBAIOIIHUIA
OITHUMFCT, XJIIOTaeT HaBCTpeuy cBoer cyapOe. CBaneOHbIi poTorpad-camoydka, KOTOpblid ¢ oTo-
ITIOTIOM Ha «BbD», C JICIIEBHIM HIU(PPOBUKOM Oe3 IITaTHBa, YaBKAET PSAIOM, 3aKaTaB MITAHbI 10 CaMble
noaMbIIKU. OH — HacTosIIUM MpodhecCuoHal CBOero Jiena. Beab Bce ero nmoptdoimo AaBHO pacTa-
LIMJIM HA IEMOTUBATOPHI ¢ MoAnuceio «bor dotomonax.

INoka s mpexcTaBisIa caMylo TOCKJIMBYIO CBaIb0y M3 BCEX BO3MOKHBIX, JeOedb MOCMOTPE
Ha MEHsI KaK-TO COBCEM He MO-J00pOMY, BBITHYJI IIEI0 ¥ 3aXJIONAJT KPBUIbSIMH, a TIOTOM 3aIlUIIeN 10-
3MEMHOMY. { mapaxHynach Ha3al.

— A OGenpiii ieGenb Ha TIPYAY ykKe UMeeT Hac B BUAY... — 00PaIoBaJICs KPECTHBIM.

— Ha Tom nipyay, Kyma BTOpO#t pa3 He MpHIY... — TYT ke pa30odapoBajiach s B KPaCUBHIX Oe3-
OOMJTHBIX ITUYKAX, OCTOPOKHO MATACh. — Oii! A MOXkeT, 3To — mpuHIiecca’?

JleGenp cTan MoAIUIBIBATE ONMKE, XJIOMash KPbUIbIMHU W IIUMS MO-3MerHOMY. S mepHynach
HazaJ, MOCKOIb3HYJAch U cena B Oonoto. [lumen nedeap NecTBUTENBHO KyTKO. U 9T0 mmnenue Hy
HUKaK HE COUETAIOCh C €r0 BEJIMKOJEITHON OJIarOpoiHON BHEITHOCTHIO.

— ..." xpputamMu 3amaxana, BOLy C IIyMOM pacIulecKkaia U oOpbI3raja ero ¢ rojioBbl JO HOT
BCEro, — ¢ BbIpakeHHeM 3auntay Pell, oTpsAxuBas Ips3b C pykaBa 4epHOro ciopryka. — [IpuHIL
OT CTpaxa OCTymuJIcs ¥ B 0071010 mpu3emimics. .. Keraru, kak Boguuka? [Topa OTKpeIBaTh Kynajb-
HBII CE30H UJIU MO0k /AaTh JieTa?
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— Tl 3HaemIB, KTO U3 HUX NpHHIEecca? — nepedusa s Pesi, BbIOMpasch Ha Oeper u Jeprasi ero
3a XBOCT. — TpedyIo MOoJICKa3Ky.

— Xoporto, TpeThs cripaBa, — cooommn Peit, Mokas3piBasi XBOCTOM B CTOPOHY JieOesiei.

Tpetbs cripasa... Tak! I nocMoTpena Ha oqMHAKOBBIX NTHULL. OHU KaK HA3JI0 CrPYIIIMPOBAIUCH
Y HAYaJIM TIePEMETNBAThCS.

— JlaBaii, HalepCTOUHMIIA, JIOBH €€, M MOM/IeM BO3BpaIlaTh KPACABUILYy POAUTENSIM, KOTOPbIE
yXke CTOJIbKO CJIe3 MPOJIMIIM O CBOEH ToOMMOit goueHbke... Tol cebe He npencrasisents! Lempivu
IOHSMU YOUBAIOTCS OT rOpsl, IJIa4YyT, CTPAAAIOT, a OeqHast HecYacTHAsl IeBYIIKA 3/1eCh. .. YIUTOK ecCT.

— A MOXeIIb ee TOMETHUTh ? — CIIPOCHJIA 1, 9yBCTBYs, UTO OT OEJIOro y MeHs yke B IJ1a3ax psiOuT.

— JloBu, Hecu ee cionia. Tak yx 1 ObITh, MaxHY BOJIIIEOHOM MAOUYKOM ! — exuaHOo 3ameTr1 Peid,
MoUrpeiBast XBoctoM. — JIio6oit kanpus, Meika. Jlio6o# karpus. . .

Sl mpennpuHSsIa ele HECKOIbKO MOMNBITOK. Jlebeau 3ammneny, Kak TycH, CTaJI| XJIONAaTh Kpbl-
JIbSIMU U IBUTATHCSI B MOIO CTOPOHY, BBITSATUBAS IIIEH.

S ocropoxkHO TATUIACK. «JleOequHOe 03epo» MPeBpaTuioch B «IITUITBI-yOMMIIb». XHUKOK
ObLT B BocTOpre, YallKOBCKUi B HEJOYMEHUH, 5 B yKace.

Sl nepHyna KpecTHOro 3a XBOCT, B HaJIeK /1€, YTO OH MEHSI CIIACET OT CTau Pa3bsipEHHBIX JieOeael.

— Ky-Ky, — ycMexHyJICsl OH, UyTh CBEIIUBASICh. — DTO COOOIIA0, CKOJIBKO TeOe KUTh OCTAIOC.
B cexynpax... I[IpusATHO OBITH KYKYIIIKOM.

— B 1BOEM ClIyda€ HE «KYy-Ky», a «Ka-Ka»! — OI'PbIBHYJIACH 4.

JleGemu BoILM Ha Oeper. [[JIst MAJIBIX ITUYEK OHU BEIyT ceOsl IOBOJILHO arpeCcCUBHO.

— OHu, HaBepHO, 3aKJIIOI0T TeOs1 HACMEPTh 3a TO, UTO ThI, TAKasl raKasi, OCMEeIUIach MpuoIu-
3uthcst K HUM. Ho Bce paBHO! Jlydiie moruOHyTh OT MX yIapoB, YeM CHOCHUTH 3TOr0 OE3dyIIHOrO,
YEepCTBOTO KOTA. .. — TPArMuHO B3JOXHYJ KPECTHBIN, IS/, KaK JUCTAHIIMS MEXKIy MHOU U JTIeOeasIMU
HEYMOJIMMO COKparaercs. — Thbl TOJbKO OCMOTpPH, KaKie OHU MIIbIE. .. OCOOEHHO KOrja 3JsTCS. . .

1 pe3ko cxBaTHIIa KOIAYMA XBOCT U JIepHYy/1a BHU3. KOMMeHTaTOp Ha JIeTy peBpaTuiics B KOTa
Y yraj MHE Ha pyKH.

— Vo Ko MHE Ha PyYKH. .. — 3JI0PaJHO 3aMeTuIIa 5, YyBCTBYs, KaK KOT BbIpbIBaeTCs. — Thl ke
XOTeJ ABYX Jiebeer? CMOTpH, Kuca, Kakue IBIIMOYKH. .. BeiOupaii mooyo!

S 6pocuna korta B nedenei. [Ituaek Mol xect cierka cMyTwi. OHU 3amunesy Ha KoTa, KOT
BBITHYJICSI 1 3aIlIUIIEN Ha HUX. [71e-To B TpaBe 9XOM OTO3BasIach OIUHOKAS TaIioKa.

— O! Cmorpio, Bbl OBICTPO HAITUTK OOIIHIA A3BIK! — CheXUIHUYANA 51, MATICH mofasbine. Kot
3alIuIIeN elnle pas, u Jiebean BEepHYJIHCh B CBOE OOJIOTO.

— Bce, Mpimika, — yeMeXHYJICSI KOT, CHOBa B30Mpasich Ha JEPEBO, — IMMUT CIIACEHUSI HA CETOHS
ucuepnan! § 6l pag Tebe TOMOYb, HO My !

51 o3Bepena u Opocunack Ha tedeneit. Jlebeau ¢ ykacoM, yBUJEB TaKOW HAIOP, CTAIA OTILIbI-
BaTh. I cxBaTmiia MepBOro MOMABIIErocs, BHICPHY/IA Y HETO TOPCTh MEPhEB, Ma3HYB €ro TPs3blo,
a MOTOM OTBECHWJIa eMy IMUHKa, MOJI, cCBoOOjieH. Bosbine He nonanaiics. Cremgyrormii!

«MeueHbIx» J1ebe/iell CTaHOBUJIOCh Bce OOJbIle, CUHSIKOB Ha Tese Toxe. Her, onsATh He oHa.
Kt0 y Hac Tyt nasblie o crmcky? 3a BOCbMbIM JieOeIeM MPUIIUIOCH TUIBITh, pa3rpedast pyKamu 3erie-
HOBarylo 0onoTHy10 ThHY. Horu yxe He 4yBCTBOBaJIM [THA, a s BCe TpeciieioBasa jJedes, HOpOBUB-
I1er0 YIUTBITh KyJa-TO Ha cepeiuHy OoJoTa.

— Tol Tam niepbsiMu He pa3OpachiBaiics. Y Hac JOMa HU OJHOW MOAYIIKU! — TPEBOKHO 3aMe-
THJT KOT.

Crowmio BEIAEPHYTH U3 JieOe s TOPCTh MepheB, KaK OH TYT ke 3a0WIICS, K B MOMX OOBSATHSIX OUY-
TWJIACh XyJasl IeBYyIIKa co cBeTIbIMU BosiocaMu. Ectb! I'oToBO! OHa co crpaxoM cMoTpesia Ha MeHs,
a TOTOM 3aJIeprajiach, IEIUIssACh 32 Mou 1ieud. OHa He yMeeT IJ1aBaTh! §l momnbiTanach BHITAIUTD €€
Ha MEJIKOBObE, HO OHA OTYASsIHHO JIepKajiach 32 MEHsl, CJIOBHO MBITAsICh YTOMUTh. 51 ¥ cama TuiaBaio
HEYBEpPEHHO, a Cracarh YTONAIIMX HUKOTAA He PUXOoauiock. [locie Henonroro 6apaxranbs HOTY
CBEJIO CYJJOPOT'OM, U I TIOHSIJIA, YTO OOJIbINE He MOTY TLIBIT.
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— Criacu ee. .. — IPOKAIILTSIIACK S, TIBITASICh AEPXKATHCS HA TUIABY U IepKaTh TOJIOBY IPUHIIECCHI
HaJ| BOJOH. B 3eJeHbIX I71a3ax AeBUIIbI ObUIO CTOJBKO YKaca U OTYasHKS, OHA TAHUYECKH Jeprajach,
MIBITASICh Ha MEHS OMEPeThCsl. A 1 MBITANACh BHIILIBITh, YTOOBI CHOBA CHEJATh JIMXOPAJOUHBIA BIOX
Y CIUTIOHYTh BOHIOUYIO BOJLY.

Sl ToNKHYyNMa IpUHIIECCY BIEpe, a caMa IMoIIa KO AHY. .. JIMMUT criaceHui Ha CerogHs ucuep-
TaH.

CkBO3b TOJNIIy MyTHOH BOABI 1 BUJea cBeT. Kakoe-To crpaHHoe omrymieHue... Kak Oyaro
3a0bITOE BOCTIOMUHAHUE... Pa3MBIThIII PO3OBBIN CBET, s JIEKY U CMOTPIO HaBepX. A Tepeno MHOM
sIpKUe TsATHA. S THY K HUIM PYKY ¥ 4yBCTBYIO, UTO HE IOTATUBAOCh. U TyT BUXKY, Kak OOJIbIIOE Yep-
HOE MATHO 3aKphIBaeT co00ii Bce. MHe Tero-Teruio. .. YTo-To MATKoe U MPUSITHOE, TUXOE U COBCEM-
COBCEM pOIHOE psAIoM. S Tporaio ero, a 3To YepHOe TPOraeT MeHsl. .. Sl BUKY JBa royiyObIX OTOHBKA. . .

KT0-TO mpuKocHYsICS K MOeMy JIHily, s1 OTKpbUIA IJ1a3a Y TIOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO HE MOTY B3J0X-
HYTb. UTO-TO MelIaeT MHE CIIeJIaTh BIOX.

— 9T0 TOYHO MOs1 MBbIIlIKa, a HE KOMOK CIUIIIENCS IpsA3u? — capKacTUYHO 3ameTui dei. —
Bpone ona... Hago Oyznet Te0st pa3neTs Ha BCSAKUUM Cilydaid, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh OCOOBIE TIPUMETHI.
Maro i, BAPYT IpUIETCS OMO3HABaTh. .. M He LeMMKOoM, a 10 YacTsM. ..

Sl XoTena OTBETUTD, 3aKAlUISIIACh, YYBCTBYS, KaK U3 MEHsI BBIXOAUT BOJA.

Ona Te4eT U HOCOM M PTOM... $1 KalUIsfio ¥ HUKaK HE MOTY OTKAIUISATHCA... MeHs TOIIHUT
BOJIOW, U s LIETUISIOCh PyKaMu 3a YTO-TO MOKpoe. Ha MeHst kamaet Boja.

— 41 ke ckazan, MellKa, ecim yToHelllb, KylaThcsl Ooblie He oiaens. — Pei, yopas ¢ Moero
JIMIIa MOKPBIE BOJIOCHI, TIEPEBEPHYJT MEHS M HAKJIOHWJI JIMLIOM BHU3, CIABJIMBAS )KUBOT U rpyib, — Hy,
Odenus, eme mutp — u cBodonHa! He crecHsiics. [Tokaxku Ham CBOU OOraThlii BHYTPEHHUI MUP. . .

4l BcTasia Ha YeTBEpeHbKM M OTIION3/IA BHIAABIMBATh U3 cebs emle qutp. [IpuHnecca JleGenp
MoJT4a cMoTpesia Ha MeHs. Hu criacn6o, Hu «Kak Thl ceOs1 4yBCTBYeIb, PUHID» ... Mou ryOsl apo-
’KaJy, MEHs1 3HOOUJIO U JIMXOPAJHJIO.

keksk

SHueaauT Be3 MOTYAIMBYI0 KpacaBuIly, KOTOpasl MPUKpbIBaJIa HaroTy BOJIOCAMM, sI KOBBI-
JIsi1a pSAIOM, KOT Jiekan y MeHs Ha mee. [Toka mMbl 1 1o 6ootaM, HaC IPOBOXKAIM PaJOCTHBIM
KBaKaHbEM JISTYIIKH.

— YBaxaeMble 3eMHOBOJIHbIE, — C U3[IEBKOI 3aMETUJI KOT, — 3aHUMaiTe ouepeapb. [Ipunn nenyer
JIATYIIEK TOJBKO IO TOHEAETbHUKAM M uyeTBepram. [lepepblB ¢ IBeHalaTH 10 4acy... 3asiBKU
Ha CTpacTHbIe (PpaHIly3CKUe TMoLeNyu npruHuMaiotcst 6e3 ouepenu. Kpyriocyrouno. Keraru, tebe
HpaBUTCS (ppaHIly3cKas KyxXHs?

Hert, 13 MeHs ellie He BCe BHIIILIO. ..

— bapcuk, nmodyeMy Tbl 3710M TakOH? — YCTaJ0 U CUIUIO MOMHTEPECOBAIACh 1, MOIaBUB MYy4H-
TEJIbHBIN MPUCTYIT KallLIs.

— Moxet, motomy, 4to 51 — He bapcuk? — mpeAnonoKuI KoT.

Sl cnenana eie HECKOJIBKO LIArOB U MOHSIA, YTO BCE... MHe KOHel. ..

— ... Bce, KoHeyHas1. .. — MpoCTOHANA $1, TOBUCHYB Ha MOBOAbsAX. — Crniezaii. .. [lanbiie aproOyc
HE eJeT. ..

— A HHMYero, 4To y MeHs IPOe3IHOI! — BO3MYTHJICS KOT, a 51 CMOTpeJia Brepeau cedsi, U Bce
BOKPYT Ka3aJIOCh KAKUM-TO OJIM3KUM U OITHOBPEMEHHO JIAJIEKUM.

Bce 3Byku ctuxim, a s BpoAe CMOTPIO, HO YYBCTBYIO, UTO BCE BOKPYI' KAKO€-TO CTPAHHOE. ..
Bpone 6b1 oTueTimBoe, a Bpoae Obl U HET... TskecTh B TOJNOBE, M TEJIO KaKOe-TO HEMOCIyITHOE. . .
W TyT KapTMHKA pe3Ko JepHYyJach BBEPX.

[Ipuast B ceds, 51 MOHsUIA, YTO JIeXKY Ha MATKOH TpaBe, MOJOKUB TOJIOBY HA YbU-TO KOJICHH,
U CJIbIIY HETPOMKHUI pa3roBop.
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— 3ayeM Thl Tak C Hei? — clipalBall TUXUA TOJI0C.

— 3Haelllb, IPUHIIECCA, ITO — HAIlle JIMYHOE JIeNI0, — 3710Bele 3ameTu Peil, noraxusas Mou
BOJIOCHL. — V1 BMelMBaThcs He COBETYI0. MBI ke He BMEIIMBAEMCS B TBOIO JINYHYIO KU3Hb?

— A dr0 BHI AeaeTe? — BO3MYTHIACh MpUHIIeCca, — Pa3inyuniam MeHs ¢ JIOOUMBIM. XOTHUTE
BepHYTh 00paTHO K Mauexe? Her, s1 He cormacHa.

— IlTnuka, nociyiaii MeHs: BHUMaTeIbHO. — KpecTHbI CHOBa MpoBeJ pyKOM N0 MOMM BOJIO-
caM. — X0uelllb KUCHYTh B 00510Te — KUCHU. [IprHITy Hy’KHa OJIOBUHA KOPOJIEBCTBA U JIeHbI. S Bcero
JIMIIb XO4y BEPHYTh TO, YTO TO MpPaBy MPUHAICKUT eMy. A Thl Jydllle TOABSA3bIBAN C JeOeqsIMHU.
[Nopa Ha mozaei nepexonutsb. Ho eci Tebe Tak A0por TBOM METYX, TO BHIPOM €My KOPOJIEBCKHIM TPy,
YKpach OTCTOMHUK JIMUTUSIMH, TTOCTaBb CKaMEEUKy M JIIOOYHCS Ha CBOEro HeHArJISHOTO, KPoIlla eMy
OyJI0uKYy.

— Tsl KakoW-TO CTpaHHBIN KpecTHBIN ¢eil... S momHIo, YT0 y Moel MOKOWHON MaMbl Oblia
KpecTHasi, HO oHa Obl1a 10Opo... Mublii! Musbiii! Tel ipuiietesn! — BHE3aHO 3aKpryaia MpyH-
1iecca, Tak ¥ He paccKa3aB PO KPECTHYIO CBOEH MaTepH.

Sl ycrnpliana XJonaHbe KpbUIbeB U OTKPbLIA IJ1a3a.

[MpuHIIECCa CTOsIa HA KOJIEHSIX U TUIaKasia, HesKHO OOHMMast OrpOMHYI0 Oestyio Tuily. Bosbiioit
nebeb TIOJIOKMUIT e TOJIOBY Ha I1J1e40, PACKUHYB OTPOMHBIE K PbLTbSI.

— Wrak, Mpliiika, TporatesbHo, He Tak ju? W mapeHs, ¥ Moaymika B OqHOM (hlakoHe. A Thl
¢ OeJHBIM MaJICHPKUM KOTHKOM HE XOuelllb CraTh B 0OHUMKY. KOTHK Tak cTpajai, a TRoe 4epcTBoe
cepate He AporHyo! — 3amernn Peid, yorpasi KOrTUCTOH JIarol Mpsiib BOJIOC C MOETO JIUIIA.

— 3abepu MeHs1 OTCIOAa, MIUIBIA... §I He Xx0ouy ¢ TOOOH paccraBaThCsi! — BCXJIMITHYJIA TTPHUH-
recca, — OHM XOTAT MEHs YBE3TH, HO 51 HUKYJA He Moefy... I He BEpHYCh. ..

Sl nozpHsIa TONOBY, YyBCTBYS, KAK MEHS IPUIEPKUBAIOT KOI'TUCTBIE PYKH.

— I'py3ononseMHOCTD y EpHATOrO keHuxa MajieHbkas. Kcratu, y MeHs ectb ominuHas ujaes!

BuesarHo neGenp ouytuiics B pykax Pes. OH gepxkan ero 3a 1€l U HaAMEHHO CMOTpE
Ha 3aCTBIBLIYIO OT yKaca IMPUHLECCY.

— Urak, npuHiiecca, Tel oeaenb ¢ HaMu. Eciu Oynens cedst I0X0 BECTH, TO sl OTKYILY eMy
rojioBy. MplIIiKa, Thl yMeelllb TOTOBUTH Jiebeneir? Her, s mpocto Tak crpocui... — 3amerun Peii,
VIS Ha TO, Kak Oe/iHast JeBYIIKa TOKOPHO CaJUTCs Ha 3eMJTIO, OITYCTHB roJIoBy. — C JIyuyKOM M vec-
HOuKoM. Crieiuu — 1o BKycCy. TyIIUTB 10 IOIHOM TOTOBHOCTH. .. $1 TeGe OTIIMYHBIN peLienT MOKaKY.
[Manburky oOMMKelb. A Tiepbst MyCTUM Ha MOAYIIKY. .. JIeOsKuil myX, Kak-HUKaK.

UYepes 1Ba yaca MbI JOOpeu 10 craporo 3aMka. [IpuHIiecca exana Ha KOHe U Tutakasna. $1 re-
Jach psiioM M uKana. KpectHeiil Hec niebenist, Aepxka ero 3a ropio. [Ipsamo nepesn 3aMKOM KpPeCTHBIH
BBIITYCTHJI IITHILY ¥ MPEBPATHIICS B KOTA, 3a0paBIIMCh KO MHE HA CITUHY.

— OTkpeiBaiiTe! — ycTasio Npou3Heca 51, YyBCTBYS, YTO CE€iUac CHOBA BbINAAY B TAKON OCAJIOK,
4TO He OTCKpeOyT. — [IpuHIleccy npuBe3u!

Crpaxa B jgocnexax ¢ M300paxeHueM JjeOesi HeJOBEpYMBO MOCMOTpEa Ha PHIIAOIIYIO
JEBULLY.

— He BesieHO mycKaTh! — aBTOPUTETHO 3asIBWJT OJUH U3 HUX.

Kotuk crpbirHys1 ¢ MeHsl, IpeBpaTuiICs B YeJIOBEKa, MOAOIIE] K OJHOMY U3 CTPaKHUKOB
Y TIOJIOAKUJI KOTTUCTYIO PYKY Ha €ro IUIeYO.

— $1 moBTOpSsII0 1151 0c000 OmapeHHbIX. [IpuHITeccy npuse3nu! OTkpbiBaiil! — THXO ckazan Peit,
CKJIOHHB T'OJIOBY HAOOK.

— He Benteno! Youpaiitech mpous! Tam peMOHT! — 3asIBHJT CTPaKHUK.

— 41 BOT mymaro, B Koro Tedst mpeBparuTh? Moxer, B xaly? OTianynast MbIcib. TONBKO 3Haelb,
B yeM nipodiemMa? TeOs packomayeT moreyi TOJICTOro, TOTHOTO U OOPOIATOro MYKHKA C TIEPErapoM.

W He mpocTo UMOK B IIEKY, a CTPACTHBIH, TIIyOOKUH MOLENTYH. .. — YCMEXHYJICSI KPECTHBIH, He CBOJIS
I71a3 CO CTPaKHHUKA, MOOJIEAHEBIIETO OT TAKOW, BO BCEX CMBIC/IAX Py KHOM, MEPCIIEKTHBHL.
— Xopolo. .. — mpocTtoHan OeqHsra. — S OTKpHI. . .
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— To1 uto? C yma comien? la Hac TyT noBecsiT! — 3a0pajl BTOPOM, MbITAsiCh EMY MOMeIaTh.

— A B TBOEM cJiIydae Jisl TOro, YToObI CHATD 3aKJIMHAHKE ? — TOIeTysl OylIeT MaJIo. . . — y4acTJIMBO
B3710XHY/1 Peil, — Buauiib, Kakou s 3aTeHUK ?

Bopota oTkpbUMCh, CTpaXka ycTynwia HaMm Jopory. Bo BHyTpeHHeM ABOpe JNeWCTBUTENIBHO
aKTHBHO IIIeJT PeMOHT. Mbl MHMHOBAJIM TPyAY NecKa, KaMHel 1 10coK. KoT cHOBa 3anphIrHys KO MHE
Ha TU1eYO0.

Cnyru 6e3 pa3roBopoB MPOBOJWIM HAC B OTPOMHBIN 341, Te Ha TPOHE CHJesa XyJasi, sIBHO
HeMoJIofasi Koposesa B 6eioM 1uiathe. 1o JeBylo pyKy OT Hee CTOsIT CBETJIOBOJIOCHIN MOJIOOH Yeso-
BEK C BHIITYYEHHBIMHU IJIa3aMU ¥ HETIPUSITHOM YJIBIOKOH.

— Jlymato, 4To 30JI0ThIE MOICBEYHUKH MbI IOCTAaBUM BO3JI€ CTEH! — TOMHO 3aMeTHJIa KOpoJieBa. —
A Mesxay HUMH MoBecuM rooerieH ¢ siebensmu! Byner npocro uynecHo! Xors... Her, mHe He Hpa-
Butcs. ['o6eneH mb moBecum 3a TpoHoM! Tak Oymet kpacusee! Jla, Most pagocThb?

«PagocTt» MonJaKkHyII.

— W 30no0toii cyHayk. CTpacTb Kak X0uy 30JI0TOM CYHIYK! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa KOPOJIEBa, B3/bIXasi
1 nonpaeisisi Kopony. — Oi! §1 3akaxy cebe HOByo kKopoHy! U roprocraeByo manTrio! Mamouka
B TOPHOCTAa€BOW MaHTHUM OyJeT CMOTPEThCS ellle KpacuBee, He TaK Jin?

Mortozio¥i 4enoBeK HaKJIOHWIICS U JIU3HYI €€ PYKY, CHOBA MOAAAKHYB.

Sl mpucIOHMIIACh K CTEHE U CTasla IOTUXOHbKY 110 HeW che3kaTh BHU3. Kakoy Tskesblil 1eHb !
W TyT KOpOJsieBa OTBJIEKJIaCh OT PEMOHTA U 3aMeTHJIa Hac.

— O nert! — 3aopasia koposesa. [71a3a ee OKpYIIHIINCH, CJIOBHO OHA HY HUKaK He OKHUIaJIa yBU-
netb naguepuity. — Onerr!

Mortozioli YesoBeK TOKe MOCMOTpel B Hally CTOpoHy. [IpHHIlecca MombITanach CpsATaThCs
32 MO€W IIMPOKOM, HECOMHEHHO aTJIETUYECKON CITMHOM Hactosiero npuHua. Ara! Ceituac!

— IIpocrute, mayexa! — MOKOPHO B3JOXHYJA MPHHIIECCA, XAIOOHO TMEPEeMHUHAsCh C HOTH
Ha HOTY, Kak Oe/iHasi pOACTBEHHMIIA, U BBIIVISABIBAS U3-32 MOETO IIJIeya.

— Tel 9TO 31ECh Aenaenib? — 3a0paja KOpoJieBa, BCKAKUBasi C TPOHA, — Thl JOKHA CHIETh
Ha cBoeM Oosote! Tonbko He roBopH, 4To Teds... AX BOT OHO 4TO!... U 171 3TOT repoil, KOTOphIii
MOCMeJT CMACTU MOIO naidepuity! Masio Toro, 4to cracT, Tak elle U pacKoJ10BaTh?

— MBbliika, — KOBapHO MPOIIENTa KPECTHBIN MHE Ha YXO0, — IIOMaIl TeTe pyukor. Mbl 600pbI!
Becenbl! Mbl puriuig 3a 3aciykeHHOM Harpaaou!

Sl BSAIO MOAHANA PYKY M MaxHyJIa el0, Kak NIKOJILHUK Ha MepeKInYKe.

— Kakas mpenects, nopoian Ko MHe, TIPUHIL, He OOWCS, — 3aMeTHU/Ia KaK-TO MOA03PUTEIbHO
JIACKOBO Mauexa MpuHIecchl. [lapeHb, CTOAMMI 1o3aau Hee, Hapsrcsl 1 HEXOPOIIO OCKATUIICS.

— MHe u oTciona Bac MPeKpPacHO CIIBIIIHO ¥ BUAHO! — 3aMeTHIA 51, pasmisiabiBas U300pake-
HUS JieOener Ha BeeX MpHIekalux NOBEpXHOCTsIX. Ilopa BHITyCKaTh CyBEeHUPBI, €CITH YK JIEJIO Ha TO
TOIILTIO.

— O! Ipuni — geBymka? Bot 310 — HOBOCTH! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia Mavexa, MOTHpask YHU3aHHbIE
nepcTHsAMU pyku. — [Togoiiau ciona, He 6oiics! S xouy nodnaronaputh TeOs 3a CiaceHre MOer Jopo-
roii maguepuibl. .. Tol Begp mpuinia 3a Harpagoi? Ceituac s Te0s Harpaxy. [lo-kopomneBcku!

— He nmoxxonu k Held, — mpolenTana UuCIyraHHasi puHIlecca, XBaTast MeHs 3a pyKy. — OHa te0s
npeBpatur B Jedens. Ona — Begpmal

— Jep3aii, Meiiika, — 3aMeTU1 KOT MHE Ha yXO, IIeKOYa ycamHu.

B Moux pykax KaKMM-TO 4yJIOM OUYTHJICS JOTOBOP Ha BO3BpaIlleHHe 3aJI0ra, repegady mojo-
BUHBI KOPOJIEBCTBA DJIeHOEP B MOI0 COOCTBEHHOCTD M TIOJIOBUHY Ka3HBI HAa ATy BbIJa4yd. [IBa 9K3eM-
risipa. Ho Gorbliie Bcero MeHsi yAUBHMIT aKT BBITIOMTHEHHBIX padoT.

«AKm 8blnoaHeHHbIX padom Ha cnaceHue npuHyeccovl. Popma ,,Ilpunuecca 1»

— A urto TH X0Tena? $1 penms PUINIECcK MepecTpaxoBaThesl, — 3aMETHII KOT, CIPBHITUBAast
C MEHs.
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«Cnacennasn npunuecca — 1 wm. (oona wmyxka). sKusa, 300posa, ueaa,
Heapeduma, ono3naua. /locmaska 00 3amMKa OCyuiecmeneHa curamu NPUHUQ
(kous1). 7Kanod6 co cmoponvr npunueccot nem. Ilpunumarowas cmopona
npemeH3uil He uMeen».

S noponia K Mayexe v MpoTsiHyJ/a J0KyMeHTbl. CTOUIO KOPOJIeBE TPUKOCHYThCS K MOEH PYyKe,
KaK Ha ee JIIIe 3aurpaja AbsSBOJIbCKasl YJIbIOKa. MeHs mompOpocuio B BO3AYX, a MOTOM IIBBIPHYJIO
Ha 1oJ1. Bce Tak MOMeHs110ch BOKPYT. .. Sl cMOTperna Ha KOpoJieBy, UyBCTBYsI, UTO JIUOO s cTajla pOCTOM
MeHblie, 1100... Hudero cede! YV MeHa Takas JIMHHASA IIE. ..

— AX-X-X-X-X-X-X-X, II-II-IITO 3TO? — MpOIIUIena s, Isas Ha ceOs. S Bcs OblUia B ephsix. . .
B uepHbIxX nepbsx.  B3MaxHy/a KpbUIbsIMH, BBITHYJIA LIEK0 U 3aIIMIIETA HA KOPOJIEBY.

— Ogunus! Tel 1 910? Ee yac Hazan — Odenus, a ceityac yxe Onunusa! bpaso! — cpearu-
pOBaJI KOT.

S obepuynace. [Ipuyem oGepHyIach roIOBOM, a He TyJAOBUIIEM. [IpUKOIBHO.

WU yBunena, kak OH MEJIJIEHHO UJET B MOIO CTOPOHY, Ha XO/y IPEBpallasch B YeJOBeKa.

— Her, "er, Het! OHa — MblilIKa, a He NTUYKA. MHE KaTeropuyecku He HpaButcs. .. 1, moxanyi,
s1 3a0epy CBOIO JIeOeKyY C Balllel CTPOUILIOMAAKHY. .. — CIAAKO 3aMETUJT KPECTHBIA. — A UTO elle Thl
yMeellb, KoposeBa? M 3To — npesesn TBoMx Marnueckux BoMoskHocten? Hy, Hy ... He cTecHsIcA. . .
IlokaspiBaid. . .

— Jla Kak THI cMeelIb? — 3a0pajia Mauexa, OypJist OT HerofoBaHusl. — Thl KTO BOOOIIIE TaKO?

— Ecmu B cioBe «KTO» chenarh JABe OIIMOKH, TO TOMYyYUTCS CIOBO «KOT»! S oTBermi
Ha BOIPOC? — YCMEXHYJICSI KPECTHBIH, MOAX0/s K Hel On3ko-0mu3ko. — Hy, cTapyiika, He CTecHsIiics.
Hasaii, konayii. U ckaxu cBoeli codauke, 4TOObl HE CMOTpea Ha MeHsI TAKUM B3IJISIIOM.

®eii HIeTKHYJ NATbLIAMU, U BMECTO MOJIOJOTO YEJIOBEKA HA MOJ HIMSIKHYJIACh MaJIeHbKasl Tps-
cymasicst co0auOHKa, CMaxMBaloIlasl Ha YMXyaxya, ¥ FPO3HO 3apbluaja.

— Twune, kpbica... M He cMOTpu Ha MeHS Tak, — paccMestics Deit, moapazHUB COOAUOHKY MasTb-
uem. — Eciii y MeHst Ha TeOst TeKyT CITIOHU, 3HA4YMT, Thl — Kpbica. Y He crops.

— CurusmyH[ — KycH ero! — 3aopaja BefbMa, MbITasiCh YTO-TO U300pPa3UTh PyKaMU B BO3IyXe.

— CurusmyHn, y Te0s1 uMs JyIuHHee, 4eM. .. — KpecTHblii 3eBHY. — Tol cam. .. JlagHo, Ha yeM
Mbl OCTAaHOBIJIMCh? AX J1a, HA aKTe BHIIIOJHEHHBIX padoT U Ha jgorosope... [loanuceiBaiite, Magam.
U torpa, Bo3MOXkHO, BBl Oyaete MiekonuTaoimuM. Eciiu He noanuiiere, To 3eMHOBOAHBIM. Ha 6osto-
Tax ceiyac xopoiuo. KomapoB MHOro. Mbl TOJIBKO 4TO OTTY[A.

BeapMa ¢ HEHaBUCTBIO IOCMOTpESIa Ha KPECTHOTO, KOTOPBIN OTAAJT €M JOKYMEHTBI, U [IOCTaBUJIA
CBOIO MOJIKUCH JPOXKAIIer PyKO.

KpecTHbiil 1e1KHY nanbliamMu, ¥ psigom ¢ CUru3MyHI0M MOSIBUIIACH €11E OHA TOUYHO TaKasi ke
cobauka. Peil compar c Hee Kakylo-TO BUCIONbKY, HECMOTPSI Ha yrpoxKarolliee ppluaHue, a oTOM MOI0-
1111 KO MHE | JIOBKO BBIIEPHYJI TPH ME€pa U3 MOEro XBocTa. S TyT ke s cTana yenoBekom. OOuaHoO,
NITUYKOH ObLIa, a TaK U He moJieTaa!

MBbI cobupauch yXOOuTh, HO IMIPUHIIECCA C YKACOM BIEMUIIACh B €ro pyKy. 3aMeThTe, He B MOIO,
a B €ro.

— Crnenaiite MeHs1 cHoBa jiebenem! S Bac ymornsiio! — 3ariakana oHa, 3armsiapiBas e B r71a3a.

— XM... Jlebenem... XoTs... — IpOTAHYJ KPeCTHBIH, AoctaBast Oymary. — IloanuceiBaid. Thr
nepejaeliib BCe CBOe IroCyJapCTBO Moj opucaukiumio [Ipunna.

HeBymika TyT ke moanucana. Yepes3 ceKyHAy Ha ee MecTe ObLT MPEeKpacHbIl Oelblil Jiebep,
KOTOPBIT BCIIOPXHYJT U BbIJIETENT B OTKPbITOE OKHO. Co0aKu cUeN ¥ CMOTpPEJIH Ha Hac, a TOTOM CTald
3aMHTEPECOBAHHO OOHIOXUBATH JPYT Ipyra.

— Ecnu OyayT mieHku, HaMm He npeasarath! — 3ametin Deid, M Ha 3Ty MUIYIO KAPTUHKY. —
Ha, Meimka? HaMm 1 BIBoeM HETIIIOXO.
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I'1aBa mecras. Y MeHsI eCTb TPH
’KeHbl, a YeTBePTOH Oyaelb Thi!

Korpa Mbl BbIIUTA U3 3aMKa, U 1 HE CMOIJIa B300paThCsl HA CBOETO TMOJTHOMPUBOAHOIO U, KaK
MOKa3aJjl CerOJHAIIHUI JEHb, €1Ie U BHEJOPOKHOIO KOHS — IBa Ha JIBA KOIIbITA, IPY30M0bEMHOCTHIO
«OIUH TIPUHI] + KOT» M MOIIHOCTBIO OJIHA JIOMIAAWHAS CHJIAa, MHE CTaJI0 IOHATHO, YTO C MPHUKJIIO-
YEHUSIMU TIOpa TOABSI3bIBATh. BOIOCKH Maxiiy OONOTHOW THHOM, B carorax XJIOnajo Tak, CJIOBHO $
BOpOJI Mepexoinia KaHaIM3allMOHHbIe CTOKU. [1axJio oT MeHs emie Xyxe, 4eM OT KoHs. Ero 3aiHue
aMOPTU3aTOPbI-apOMATU3aTOPbl UMENHU Kyza OoJiee MPUATHBIN 3aMax, YeM 51 M MOsI OfIeKa.

He xotenock ObI UCTIONB30BATh OYEHD IIOXKE CIIOBA, HO KOTIJIa 51 CMOTpesia Ha KOoTa, HoYeMy-TO
nepe] Ia3aMy MeJibKald HaJnucy B noabe3fax. [a uro Tam menbkanu! Hekotopele U3 HUX PsMO
BEPTEJIUCh Ha SA3bIKE!

— Moxer, Tbl XOUelllb MHE YTO-TO CKa3aTb? — OCBEJOMMUJICS KOT, PACIOJIOKUBIINCh Y MEHS
Ha 1iee. — OOCyIUTh CO MHOM OPEHHOCTH JKU3HH BCEOOIIIETO CIACUTEN ISl M MAJIBUKMKA 10 BBI3OBY?

VY MeHs 1axke npeiory ObUTM HelleH3ypHble. TiarenbHo mogoupast KyJIbTypHbIE CJIOBa, TPSIMO
KaK M3p ropozia — ObIBIIINI TIpopad, KOTOPOMY MPEACTOSIIO BHICTYIUTh Ha TPHOYHE Mepe/l ThICTIaMU
3puUTeliel, BKJII0Yasi KEHIIMH U IETel, — 5 C May3aMu BblAaJa:

—$1... He Xo4y 0OCYX/aTh 3TO... C KAKUM-TO... KOTOM. .. Tem Oosiee uTo. .. HAIlli OTHOIICHUS
JAJIEKH OT JPYKECKUX. ..

— O! 10 paxe xopowo. 3Haewb noyeMy? A Kak-To He XO4y MONafaTh B TIOPbMY TBOEU (ppeH-
J30HBI, TJIe Ha BXOJIe BUCHT TaOmMuka «OcCTaBb Ha/IeKIy, BCAK CIOa BXOIANIMNA». Thl, KaK TIOUETHBIH
TIOPEMIIIMK, MHOT/IA HAaBEIAelllb CBOMX 3aKJIIOUEHHBIX, MOJKAPMIIUBASA UX JIOKHBIMU WJUTIO3UAMU. ThI
XO[MIIIb, TIO3BSIKMBAsI KJIIOYaMU, U JyMaelllb: Mo0OIAThCs UM HEeT? — SI3BUTENIbHO 3aMETUJT KOT. —
I'u610e mecto. Enle HUKOMyY He ygaioch OTTyAa BhIOparbesi. HUKOro U3 HUX Thl HE aMHUCTHPOBAIA.
A CcTOHT KOMY-TO TIOTBITAThCSI OeXkaTh, KaK TYT ke cpabaThiBaeT TUIaH-TIePEXBaT B BUJIE CBEKEH Mop-
1Y «WLTI03Ui». Tak 4To ApYyroM TBOUM s ObITh HE XOUYy.

S Hanpsirmack. OH 3HaeT 000 MHe ropaszio OoJbIlle, YeM s ceOe MpeICTaBIIsiia.

— A KeM ThI Xouelllb ObITb? — YAMBIEHHO CIIPOCUJIA, TPUKU/IBIBAS, OTKYJA y HErO TaKue CBe-
JIeHH .

— Mbiiika, Thl 3aJa€lllb CJIUIIKOM MHOT'O BOIIPOCOB, ITPU 3TOM HE OTBEYAeUIb HU Ha OAUH. 51
X04y TIpocTO ObITh. M ObITH cOOO0M. Takoit OTBeT TeOsl yCTpOUT? — 3eBHYI KOT. — Tak uTo, €CIu TH yKe
MPUTOTOBUJIA JJIs1 MEHs KJIETKY B CBOEH «(peH30HE», MOXKEIllb OTIaTh ee KOMY-HUOYIb Apyromy!
Bbennbie TBOM y3HMKM! OHU CBATO BEPUJIM B TO, UYTO YUCTOCEPAECYHOE TPU3HAHUE — ITYTh K AMHUCTHUHU.
OpHako HeT. CTOUT UM TOJIKO MPU3HATHCS B CBOEM «IIPECTYIUIEHUN», KaK ThI TYT XKe Y:KeCTOYaelllb
HA/130p, MPOJIEBAs] CPOK 3AKJIIOUEHMS, OTMEHSIS MEPEIavy U MOJIOKEHHbIE UM CBUJAHUS C APYTUMMU.
Tak 4Tto JyuIre s ToKa MmoOyay TBOUM BparoM. 3JICHIIIAM BParoMm. ...

Uepes Tpu yaca Mbl 100pauck-Taku 0 3aMka [Ipunna. f nornomnsna 10 KOMHATHI, pa3aeBasich
Ha X0y, U ycTpeMuiach B BaHHy0. Bona Obuta Terioi, uyTh ropsiueit. Kakas npenects! 4 ¢ ymo-
BOJILCTBUEM OKYHYJIach, & KOT/Ia BBIHBIPHYJIA, yOUpasi MPUIJIMIIIIKE MOKpPbIE BOJIOCH C JIUIIA, YBUENA,
YTO Ha CTaTye ¢ KyBIIMHOM BJIbSIKHO PACIIONIOKUIICS KOT, CO3EpLIAsi MOE KyIlaHUeE.

— Tl uTO 311ECH Aenaelib? — MpoIuUmena s, OTIJIEBbIBAsICh. — A HY OpbICH!

— A 410? THI CTECHAEIIBCS «KAKOrO-TO» KOTa? OUYeHb 3JI0IMaMAITHOIO «KaKoro-1o kota»? Her,
ThI IPOAOJIKAN, 51 TPOCTO 3/1€Ch OTAbIXaln. KOTUKM BeAb MMEIOT IPAaBO OTABIXaTh TaM, IJ€ UM B3/1y-
Mmaercsi? He Tak mu? — capkacTUYHO 3aMETU KOT, M300paxasi MeXOBOM BOPOTHHUK Ha ILJIeyax cTaTyu
Y Tporas JIanKoW TeKYIIyIO U3 €€ KyBIIMHA BOLY.

— Ho o1 Benp. ..
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Sl 3akanuisaach, BCIIOMUHAS, YTO y KOTa €CThb ellle OqHO o0nrube. Ml OHO MeHsI CHJIBHO CMY-
masno. B Tom o0nube OH — BBICOKMH, OECCIOPHO KPACHBBI MYXYMHA — MeUTa JII0OOH KEHIIMHBI,
KpoMe MeHsl, pasymeetcsi. HeT, Kora OH MOJTYUT, TO Ha HETO eI1le MOKHO TTOCMOTPETh, HO CTOUT eMy
OTKPBITh POT, KaK TYT € XOUETCsI €r0 3aTKHYTh I'PSA3HBIM HOCKOM.

— Hy Tb1 %e ckazana, 4To 51 — IPOCTO KaKOH-TO KOTUK? — SI3BUTENBHO BO3PA3WJ KOT, IVISAS
Ha MeHsI SPKO ToyObIMU T1a3amu. — Tak BOT, MBbIIIKa, 51 puIIesn cioga otioxHyTh! He Mermait mue!
Kymaiics, a s moka nmogymaio o Tom, odeMy MHeE MOKa3aJioch, YTO y TeOs mpaBasi OOJIbIIe JIeBOu?
Ha cBesxwii B31U151/1, OHM TIOUTH JPYT OT JIpyra He OTJIMYAIOTCS.

Uepe3 MrHOBEHHE KOT YUEHbIN MPEBPATHIICS B KOTa MOUYEHOTO, a Yyepe3 CeKyH.y Mociie He3a-
TUIAHUPOBAHHOTO TIOTPYKEHHsI Ha ero MecTe MOSIBUJICS KPECTHBIM, CHIUMasi ¢ ce0sl YepHBIN CIOPTYK
u Opocas ero Ha ToJIOBY CTaTyH.

— Tsl HEe rOBOpHIIA, YTO XOUEIIb MPUHSTH COBMECTHYIO BaHHY. A uTto? I Bcemu nanamu 3a! —
YCMEXHYJICS OH, IIEJIKHYB NayibliaMu, — MTak, moaympak yke ecThb, 0CTaJIoCh 100aBUTh CBEYEH. . .

Bokpyr Hac 3aropenuch HEM3BECTHO OTKYJa MOSIBUBIIMECS CBEYM. S MOIBITAaNach BHLIE3TH,
HO Peil JOTAHYINCS 10 MEHSI XBOCTOM M 3a(pMKCUPOBAJ HA MECTe.

— PomanTuKa, He Tak 1 ? — I3BUTENIBHO CIIPOCUJT OH, TIOABUTAst MEHS K ceOe, He CMOTpPsI HA MOU
TIOTTBITKY BIEMUTHCS B CKOJIB3KHMI 00010k OacceiiHa. — [ToTpu MHe crivHKY... Thl paszodapoBaHa?
He storo oxugana? O Het, Mbilika, Tonbko criuHKy. [ToTeprna cniuHky — 1 cBoOoHa. Thl, pasymeeTcs,
MHTEpeCcyelllb MEHs KaK JKeHIIMHA, HO TOJbKO KaK OIMHOKAasl, He3aBUCHUMasl U ropjasi KOUIaTHUIA.
Mory nomsiykaTb paay IpHITIHsL.

MsHe ynanoch CKUHYTH C ceOsl yIaBKy XBOCTa, BHICKOYHMTH M3 BAHHOM, CXBaTWB IOJIOTEHIIE,
1 OpOCUTBCSI B KOMHATY, CKOJIb3sI TIO MPAMOPHOH ITUTKE OOCHIMUA ¥ MOKPBIMH HOTAMH.

Crowmto 3a0UThCS TO71 OIS0, B HAJEK/IE, YTO KOTUK TaM caM KakK-HHOYIb YTONUTCS, KaK s
TMOHS1J1a, HACKOJIBKO CHJIBHO ycTauia. §1 yJIo)KuIia rofioBy Ha MOMYIIKY, pacciaaduiach U yCHyJIa.

[IpocHynack 51 cpeau HOYM OTTOTO, YTO MEHsI MPUAKUMAIOT K cede. Majo Toro, 4To Mpuxu-
MAIOT, — Ha MEHsI KOe-4TO MOJIOKIIH. .. B ipsiMom cmbiciie! JITMHHBIH, YepHbIN Kak 3Mest XBOCT OOBH-
BaJICsl BOKPYT Moei Taymmu. Kortucras pyka mokowiack Ha Oeqpe, BbI3biBasi B JyIie Oypio BIOJIHE
CIIPaBEJIMBOTO HETOJJOBAHUSI.

Sl monbiTasack NEpHYTHCS, HO HE TYT-TO ObUIO. [lepkaiu MeHst OUYeHb KPEITKO.

— Toi uto! C yma coren! — 3aopaia s, NbITasCh OTIUXHYTh KpecTHoro. Korrucrasi pyka Biie-
nusack B Molo pusieiiHyto yactb. — Bon otciona! Bpoick! f komy ckazana!

— DTO — MOl KpOBaTh, sl pa3peliwi Tede CcraTh Ha Hel TOJNBKO MPH YCIIOBUM, YTO MBI CITUM
B OOHMMKY. AX J1a, s MPOCTO 320611 TeOe 00 ITOM CKa3arh. Tak 4YTo CMUPHCH, — COHHO 3aMeTr1 Peid. —
Kcratu, MBI yXe Tak BTOPYIO HOUb CITUM, a Thl TOJIbKO OUHYJIACh!

XBOCT CXkaJics BOKPYT MOel Tanuu. $1, corst OT BO3MYIIIEHHs] M HErOIOBaHU S, MOIBITAJIACH
conpathb ero ¢ ceos. Peil, MPUOTKPBHIB OJMH I71a3, C YCMEUIKON CMOTpes Ha MOM MOTYyru. BaiuaTh
MUHYT YCUJIEHHON OOphOBI, U 51 TOYYBCTBOBaA ceds1 coopHor Poccuu o pyrooiy.

— Cmupuch ¢ nopaxeHueM M cnu, Mblika! — 3eBHYJI KPECTHbIN, CHOBA IOJIOKUB MHE PYKY
Ha Oejipo.

— Hudes mogo6Horo! Otmyctu MeHs! 4 mydinie Ha oy Oyay crath! — BO3MYTHIIACH I, TTBITASICh
MIPEATIPUHSTH ellle OHY IMOIBITKY Modera.

— He no3Bomo. Ha nony xonogHo. [Tpoctymuiibes. 3adoneerb. MeHs 3apa3uilib, — 3aMeTHIT
KPECTHBI, 3aKPbIB I71a3a.

— 3apaza k 3apase He npuimnaet! Yero Tl 10OMBaeIIbCs? — MPOCTOHANA, YyBCTBYs, KaK XBaTKa
XBOCTa HEMHOTO ocyadna, — 51 Buneth Tebs He xouy!

— A THI 3aKpO¥i IJIa3KW U He OyJielb, MeHs BU/IETh, — CJIaIKO 3aMeTus1 Det, moriaxuBas MO
OKPYIJIOCTb.

— Tak, Bce, ¢ mens xBarut! [locran yxe! Jocran! Youpaiics Bon! UtoOw! st TeOs1 OOJIbIIIe HUKO-
I71a He Buzena! — 3aopaa s, ToJkas ero B miedo. — 51 tedst HeHaBmky! HenaBrxy! U cniath Ha omHO#
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KpoBaTH ¢ ToOOH 51 He codupatoch! ITycTrina ofHakIbl HA CBOIO TOJIOBY O€IHOTO KOTHKA TIOJ ONIEsIO
norpeTbes!

XBocT paszxaics, a Ha mecte Pes cuien 3a4eThlil 3a KUBOE KOT M IPUCTAIBHO CMOTpEI
Ha MEHs.

— Wtak, mogBeaeM MUTOT HAIIEro HEJOJITOro 3HaKOMCTBa. Thl Kak OblTa yrpsiMOH ypoy, TaK €10
U octasiack. BMecTo TOro 4roObl MepecMOTPETh CBOM B3MJISAbl HA KU3Hb U MOHSATH, YTO HE HYKHO
KEpTBOBATh COOOM paayl APYTMX, Tl MPOJOIKMJIA 3TO JeaTh C MAaHUAKAJIBHBIM ycepaueM. TBouM
POIHBIM HY’KHO CTaBUTh MAMSATHUK U KaXKIbIH I€Hb COCKpeOaTh C HEro MTHYbY Kakamku. OTamyHast
JPEecCcUpoBKa. DTO pa3, — MPOU3HEC KOT, BCKU/IbIBAsI TOJIOBY.

— Ho... — Bo3pasuna s1, 4yBCTBYs ce0si pacTepsIHHOM.

— Tak. Tsl yxe cka3zana Bce, 4To XOTena, Terneps — Mosi ouepes. He Teprumo, koraa MeHs nepe-
ouBaioT. U He 000 CITyIIaTh kKaIKHid JIeTIeT OIO3/IaBIINX OMPABAAHMIA, — KAK-TO COBCEM HE B CBOM-
CTBEHHOM €My MaHepe IpoM3Hec KOT. — A Tenepb /Ba. Thl BCIO KU3Hb yIMBIISAIACH: a [IOYEMY ITO
s1, TaKasi CUMIIATUYHAs1, HETJTyIasi U BCe Takoe — ogHa onuHenlenpka? Kaxercs, s Hawen oreet. Tol
OIMHOKA IOTOMY, UTO TeOe HUKTO He HyXeH. Y TeOs HeT Apy3el, u HuKorga Ol ux He Oputo. Korma
TeOe HUKTO HE HYyXeH, JIOAU BUIAT 3TO M MOHUMAIOT, YTO PSIOM C TOOOH UM Jienath Heuero. Thl
BpAaroB IMoOAIYyCKaellb OIvke K cepally, 4eM apy3ei. JlaqHo, Mbliika, KMBH, Kak Xodellb. be3 MeHs
THI ITpoTaJieIb. A BOT 51 6e3 TeOs1 — HeT. [Iporaii. Ecim BAPYT COCKYUMIITbCSI — HA30BU MOe UMsL. Thl
ero 3Haelb. OHO U3 Moux uMeH. Bee kak B ckaske. .. [IponsHecu Beiyx MOe UMs, U s BEPHYCh.

W kot ucues. «Tonpko cka3ka coBceM He 0 TOM, Kak noccopuiack FOnst ¢ kotom» ! — MbICJIEHHO
yemexHyaack 5. U uyto? Hy, cimusin kotumka? IIpocto HeBocnonnumasi ytpara! Kot Ha 1o 1 KoT,
YTOOBI MAXHYTh XBOCTOM Ha BCE M YWTH, KOTJIa €My B3yMaeTcs, a MOTOM MPHIION3TH Ha TOCTIeAHEM
W3JBIXaHUH, MOJI, Haryysuics. Xa! A BOpyr ero npupopa no3sana? M ckopo B Kaka0M ABOpe Oyaer
roBOPAIIMIA KOTeHOK ? Hafio mpeaynpeauTs Jiiofiei, 4ToObl OHU YCTIENTN YTOIUTD 3TO UCYaIbe 10 TOTO,
KaK OHO OTKPOET poT!

Sl mocmoTpena Ha MATYIO TOLYHIKY M MOJIYa JieryIa CHaTh, HAKPHIBIUMCH OfIESJIOM C TOJIO-
BOW. YTpoM s mpocHysachk ogHa. Bee! §1 uyBcTBOBasia cedst KeBnnom Makkanucrepom! Jlenaii, 4ro
xouenib! Ceiluac JOKHA 3aUrparh My3bika B ctuiie «I feel good», HO He 3aurpasia. Beio Tuxo, cro-
KOIHO U Tak xopoiuo. He Hafo HUKyAa cenmTh, HUKOTO crnacath. [IpocTo BHIXOIHON KaKoW-TO!

¢ erme gonro Niekana B TUIIMHE U YIOTe, OOHMMAsI MOAYIIKY Y HACTAKAASICh PUSATHBIM TETLJIOM
ozesa. AX, Kakasi KpacoTa, ecilv B JIOMe HeT KoTa!

Cryru Toe KyAa-To UCUYe3ITH, TI03TOMY MPUIIIOCH TOJIA3UTh 0 3aKPOMaM, YTOObI CBAPTaHUTh
ce0e 3aBTpaK Ha CKOpyio pyKy. CpeHeBeKkoBasi KyXHsi HEMHOTO OTOpYMJIa MO JKey[dOK, KOTOPbIN
TYT K€ OTILIaTHJI )KECTOKUM HECBAPEHUEM.

B 3amke crosina abcomoTHasi, rpoOoBas TUIIMHA. MHE CTajlo Tak CHOKOMHO, TaK MPUBBIYHO,
YTO sl COBCEM pacciaduiach. AX, Kakasi paocThb, €CJI BAPYT 3aTKHYJIACh raoCTh!

S yntana KHUATH, ena sIOJOKH, TPhI3A CHIPYIO YMIIEHYI0 MOPKOBKY, HACIaXIasiCh OMHOYE-
crBoM. I naxe Tpu paza uckynanacsk. [lonpsa. Ot Hedero aenarts. Tak nmporiwio nsaTh qHen. Ha mecroit
JEHb 5 TIOHSJIA, YTO TUXO CXOXKY € yMa OT CKyKH. JIagHo, mogoiieM K 3epKaiy, IOCMOTPUM, MOXKET,
KTO-TO HY’KJA€TCS] B CPOYHOU MTOMOIIH.

«0Oobecnokoennvle cyovO0il O0ouepu pooumenu NePedCUBArOm 3a CE0H
kposunouxy. HedaeHno ona eviuna 3amydxc, u ¢ mex nop om Hee Hem HUKAKUX
eecmeil! Ymonsiem eac, nomozume nam. Mvl 20mo8vt omoamv NONOBUHY
Kopo.aieacmaa momy, Kmo nposichum cyoo0y Hauieil 0egouxu!»

S nocmortpena Ha kapty. [Touemy Obl 1 HeT? [Tokaxem ycaTomy-BosIOCaTOMY, UTO 51 M O€3 HEro
MIPEKPACHO CIIPABIIOCh. 51 3aMOJIHIIIA 3aIBKY, KOTOPYIO TYT e OJOOPUJIM, BbIHYJIA U3 3epKaJa JI0ro-
BOP, CBEPHYJIA €r0 U 3aCyHYJa B pyKaB.
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Mbi ¢ DH1ieaTuTOM NOIJIETUCH TI0 MBILBHOMY TPAKTY, cBepsisich ¢ Kaptou. [Tocne «IIp-p-p!»
1 «CTosTh, HE Tyla!» HAKOHEII-TO HaOpesTu Ha TIEPBBII OPUSHTHD.

— HymMaelb, 3TO TO camoe JIepeBO? — YHBUIO CITPOCHIIA sI, PACTEPSHHO IJIsIs HA KapTy, a IOTOM
nepeBos B3I Ha opreHTHp. KoHb, pasymeercs, He OTBETHIL.

— 3Haelnb, JIOMAIKWUH, a Thl MHE Cpa3y MOHpaBWICS. .. Tl — MOHATIMBBIA. Bepuib nim Her,
HO s1 IPUBBIKJIA K ofuHOuYeCTBY. [IpocTo MHe Tak ynoOHee. MeHs1 HUKTO He TPEBOXKHUT, He OECIIOKOUT,
He aepraeT. M Hu ¢ YbMMU MHTEepecaMy CUMTaThCsl He Hajlo! MeHst Bce ycTpauBaeTt. 3Haelllb, B MOei
KU3HU ObLT TAaKOW TIEPHOT, KOT/Ia sl MeuTasla O TOM, YTOOBI IPOCTO MOOBITH O1HOM. V1 4TOOBI BCE PO
MeHsI BAPYT B3sUTH U 3a0bun! MHe Tak XOTeJI0Ch UCYE3HYTh, UCTIAPUTHCS, CIIPSTATHCS. . .

Sunedanurt riencs megierHo. Y momyan. Brionse nornuHo. Eciu 661 y MeHs1 ObLT e111e ¥ TOBO-
PSILIHIA KOHB, Y KOTOPOTO POT HE 3aKPBIBAETCSI, TO 51 OBl OKOHYATENILHO COIILIA C YMA.

— Twl Begp MeHs1 MIOHUMaeIIb? — MPOJOJIKUIIA 51, M3JTUBATh OyIly. — Sl MPOCTO He X04y, YTOOBI
B MOIO J)KU3Hb KTO-TO OeciiepeMOHHO BToprajics! Bot Tede mpusiTHO ObLI0 Obl, eciii Obl B TBOIO XKU3Hb
KTO-TO BMeIIaJICs, IPH TOM Beisi ceOs1 JeCTBUTENBHO No-xaMcku? Het, HenpusitHO. Y MHe Henpu-
SITHO. ¥, DHLedanuT, Thl MeHs ciywaeib? O! CMmotpu-ka, BTopoil opueHTup. OmimyHo! Msl 1BU-
’KeMcsl B BEpHOM HaripapjieHnH. Tak BOT, Ha 4yeM Mbl octaHOBIIIMCH? Ha kote! OH — Harblid, 6ecco-
BECTHBIN, XaMOBaThIi 1 xkecTokuil. YTo B HeM xoporiiero? Huuero! Tosky OT HEro HUKakoro, pagocTu
TOXE MaJlo, CKopee — OJHU HernpusaTHOCTH. U 6e3 Hero Oyzet syunire. Hamuoro. 4 B 3Tom yBepeHa!
Ha Bce cto npoiieHTOB! A elrie y Hero poT He 3akpbiBaeTcs. Takoe 4yBCTBO, UYTO €My JaBHO XOTe-
JIOCh C KEM-TO TIOTOBOPHTh. .. XM... A BIPYT U MpaBJa, eMy MPOCTO He C KeM ObUIO pa3roBapuBaTh?
MoxeT, OH TOXe YyBCTBOBaJ cebst oqMHOKMM? XOTsl, Kakoe 3TO MMeeT 3Hauenue? Hamm noporu
C HUM pa3OILIHCh.

Ha ropu3oHTe BBIpUCOBBIBAJICSI BOUCTHHY CKa304YHBIA 3aMOK. Huuero 37oBermiero, ycrpara-
IOIIETr0 WJIM IyTaloliero B HeM He Obuto. Besnble akKypaTHble OalleHKy HEeIUsin 00aka, a BOKPYT
3aMKa poc T'yCTOM, HO TIPY STOM BOBCE He MpavHbIii jiec. OceHb pajoBaia SpKUMH KPaCKaMH, a OTaB-
IIM€ JIUCThSI 30JI0TOM YCTHJIAIM IIMPOKYIO JOpOry. DTo Tede He MpadHble O0I0Ta MK 3a0polieHHasT
OallHs YepT 3HAeT, B KaKoy IIymu. 51 gaxe ciesna ¢ KOHsI, YTOObI TPOUTHUCH MEIIOYKOM.

INoka mo6oBanack KpacoTol MECTHOM MPUPOLIBI, BIISAMAIACH B UyKOU yKe MOITHOCTBIO TIepeBa-
PeHHbII yXuH. I JONMTO BRITHpaia carnor 00 JIMCTBY, MPOKJIMHASI TO 3BEpbe, KOTOPOE HE TOHECIIO
camoe IIEHHOE /10 OJIMKaNIIMX KYCTOB, a PO 3aMUHUPOBATh IIPOE3XKYI0 4acTh. $1 manoukon oTKo-
BBIpMBAJIA 3Ty OSKY C TOIOIIBHI, HaJesCh, YTO 3TO — K JeHbram. Hy, cyas mo pa3mepy, K O4eHb
6ompium! Xopormwii 3Hak! Beut Ob1 KOT, OH OBl He yMom4aid. Ho KoTa psom He ObLIO, TIOITOMY
sI YaCTUYHO 3JISNaB MPaByI0 PYKy, YMyAPHIACh Pa3opBaTh MPOUYHYIO B3aMMOCBSI3b MEXKAY MOEH
TIOJIONIBOM M 3TOM Mep30cThio. PyKy s1 Hackopo BhiTepnia JuctikoMm. Bee! TIpaByio pyky K Juity s
HE TO/IHOIITY.

MBb1 ObIH YK€ Y BOPOT 3aMKa, MUHOBAB JKUBOITUCHYIO JIEPEBEHBKY.

— Croit! K10o? — cripocuit HOI03pUTEIbHBINA CTPAXKHUK, 3aCTIOHSS PYKOU I71a3a OT Jiydel 3axo-
ASIIEro COHIIA.

— Hesnakomast TAMHCTBEHHOCTb! — YCMEXHYJIach 51, 3aKaThiBasi I71a3a.

— [epenaiite ero BeMYECTBY, YTO MpUEXaia KaKas-TO HE3HAKOMasi TAMHCTBEHHOCTh! — 3bIYHO
KPUKHYJ OH KOMY-TO.

Uepe3 MUHYT AECATh MEHsI ITPOIYCTUIN B 3aMOK.

S MoTua criemmIach M romuia B CTOPOHY KPAaCHBOM JIECTHUIIBI, BEAYILEH K POCKOLTHOMY BXOIY.
Her, 3x1ech onpenenenHo oyeHb kpacuBo. He To 4uto y MeHs1. MoeMy 3aMKy KanuTajabHBIII PEMOHT
HE MPOCTO He ToMeIna Obl, a TpeOOBAJICS CPOYHO!

Bonpeim 111arom s Boiuia B TPOHHBIN 3aJ1 ¥ yBU/IENIA OYeHb CUMITATUYHOTO MOHAPXa, CHISIIETO
Ha BBICOKOM OeJioM TpoHe. Eciu Obl 51 mpoBoguia KOHKYpe «CaMble KpacHBbIe MYKYUHBI, KOTOPBIX I
BUJIeNA B XKU3HU», TO STOT TOBAPUIIL BO3IIABMII Obl MOU JIMYHBINA peHTHHT. JKauib, UTO OH yiKe 3aHAT,
Kak TyaJleT B TUTIEpPMapKeTe B 4ac pacrpogaku. A KOTa, HECMOTPsI Ha €ro BHEITHUE JaHHbIe, 51 Obl A1C-
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KBTM(UIMPOBAJIA. .. 3... 3a... 32 JonuHT. CHavYasa Obl AMCKBAIM(UIIMPOBAA, a MOTOM cTajia Obl
pazouparscs, a 6bu1 Jn tonuHT? Hy HyKeH ke Kakoi-To Tpejiior?

Koponb ¢ sBHBIM MHTEpEecoM cMmoTpen Ha MeHs. CBeTible, IIpsIMbIe BOJIOCHI, 3€JIEHbIE 1J1a3a,
yetkuit npoduis. HenmypHo. CoBcem HeqypHO.

— I Bac mpuBeTCTBYI0! — HOOpOKENIATENBbHO YIBIOHYIACH S, TS HA 9TOro KpacaBua. — 5 —
Baw cocell. M cocenxa. Exasla MMMO 1 pelnia HaBECTUTD.

— Heyxemu! — Bocxutmicsi Koposib, BCTaBasg C TpoHAa. — MHe Tak NpHUATHO Bac BUAETH!
[MockobKy Mbl 002 — MOHApXH, TO HA K Y€MY 3TH LIEPEMOHHHU.

OH noforen, B35T MOIO TPaBYI0 PYKY U CTaJl aKTHBHO ee JI0ObI3aTh. f moKpacHen a u CMyTH-
Jack. MHe HHKOrJa He LeJoBaIu pyKy. MIHTepecHO, opasoBaTh ero MoApOOHOCTSIMH, UTO Jesiaja
3Ta pyKa rnosyaca Haszaj, WiM IPOCTO MOA0XKAATh, TOKA OH €€ BbUIMKET?

— §1 oueHb paj, YTO BBl pellIIv ITpuexaTsb! I — qomoce 1 OueHb peiko MOKUJAI0 3aMOK. Bbl yx
MeHsI U3BUHUTE, — CMYIIIEHHO YJIBIOHYJICS Kpacasell. Bee, pyka uncrasi. MbITh He Haj0. $1 mokpacHena,
cTapasich He BCXPIOKHYTh OT CM€Xa, HO MOHApPX CITMCAJI 3TO Ha KEHCKOE CMYILEHHE.

— A Mory Jiu 51 3aCBUJETEIbCTBOBATh CBOE MOUYTEHUE Balllell MOJIOIOW Cyrpyre? — crpocuiia
s1, cobupasi ryosl B TpyOOUKY, 4TOOBI He paccMesThes. Het, 3To Bce-Taku caMblil PUATHBIN CIOCO0
MBITh pyKH!

— Cynpyre? — BOpyr MOrPYCTHEN KOPOJIb, a IOTOM OTBepHyJcs. — [Ipoctute... MHe Tskeno
00 3TOM roBOpUTH... HO OHa... OHa CKOHYAJIaCh HECKOJIbKO JHEH Hazai... f 10 cux mop He MOory
OTOWTH OT ITOTO MOTPSICEHMUS. . .

«Kopons — Broger, 51 u Tedst npuctpoio!»! Tenepb MOHITHO, MOYeMy MaMa U Tara MPHHIECCHI
Tak obecriokoeHbl. M ermme He cooOmmmm. [Tucema ¢ TOro cBeta Ha 3TOT AOXOIAT He JIydllle, YeM
TMOCBUTKH, OTIIpaBJieHHbIe 1o «[loute Poccum».

— A BBI yke COOOIIMIN ee poauTesiM? — OMHTEPECcOBAJIaCh 1, Aejast BUJ, YTO OUYeHb CO0O0-
JIE3HYIO ¥ COUYBCTBYIO.

— VBo, eme Her... [IpocTo... 3Haere, MHe TPyAHO MOAOOpaTh CIOBA, YTOOBI BHIPA3UTh MOE
rope... — KOpoJib TPyCTHO ITIOCMOTpEJI B MOM IJ1a3a. — 1 paj, 4To Bl ITpuexaiu. 5 aymai, 4yTo coimy
c yma. [Ipoctute, s He xouy roBopuTh 00 3TOM. JKM3HB Tpoposrkaercs... He xoTuTe moyxuHaTh
BMeECTE CO MHO1?

Hy pa3 pyku nombuti, otdero Obl He MoyxkuHath? HaroMHUTE MHE, ecii OH TMoJe3eT Leso-
BaThCs, YEM S 3aHMMAJIach Ha JIOpOre, CJIOMaB TPU MaJIOUKH.

— 41 Bac mpomy! He oTkaxkute MHe B M00e3HOCTH. MHE Tak OAMHOKO... — CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY
KOpOJIb, 3aryIsibIBasi MHE B I71a3a.

A 511 He Tymana oTKasbiBaThes! S1 BceMu KOHEYHOCTSIMU TOJIBbKO 3a! MHe Toxke OueHb XOUeTcs
MOroBOpUTH! I MATH IHEH HU C KeM He pasroBapuBaja!l ¥ MeHs BO PTy BCE CIMIUIOCH U 3aBOHSLIO
3a 3TO Bpems!

MBI ¢ XO3IMHOM CHJIENH 32 CTOJIOM, CJIyT'M MEJIBTEUININ U CYEeTUIINCh, CTapasiCh MHE YTOIUTb.
Sl cpasy crana BcrioMHHaTh MpaBuja 3tukera. C 3TUKETOM s HeapyxkHa. A uto Bbl xotute? CoBpe-
MEHHbIE XOPOIIKE MaHEPBI MPOCTHI 0 HENpuiInyKs. B 3HaK yBakeHUs kKelaTeIbHO CHSATDH COJIHIIE3a-
IIIUTHBbIE OYKH, BHITALUTH HAYITHUK U3 yXa U BHIIUTIOHYTh kBa4yKy. Ho eciu Th 6e3MepHO yBaxaelb
cobeceJHUKA, MPUIETCS BBITAIIMTDh BTOPOW HAYIIHUK WM TOJIOXKUTH TenedoH B KapmaH. Bot u Bce.
A TYT Ky4a BUJIOK, JIOKEK, HOXEH, HOXMUYKOB. Takoe ollyIieHne, 4To Ha 6esoi cayderke pacnono-
KUJIcss HAOOP XUPYPruuecKrx MHCTPYMeHTOB. «Cectpa — candetky! Terneps ckaiibriesi HOMep OfluH,
MOTOM CKaJIbIiesib Homep fBa!» ['otoBo! Kypuiia paznenana! A notom xpym-xpym! «Mui ee Tepsiem !»

— Ecimm Obl BBl 3HaMM 3TO HIEMsIee YyBCTBO ONMHOUYECTBA, KOrJa AaXe U TOTOBOPHUTH
HE C KEM... — 3aMeTWJI KOpOJIb, 33[yMUHBO IS/ HA MeHs1. — [IoHumaeTe, 1 He OueHb JIIOOWIT CBOIO
cynpyry. Jla, s OTHOCWICS K HeH C yBaXkeHHMEM, Kak W mojpoOaeT. $1 BBIMOJHSII BCe ee Karpusbl,

'us unbma «3omymika» 1947 roga (pum. asr.).
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MIPUXOTH, HO B MOel IyIie Obuia MmycToTa... §l, poXJeHHbId KOposieM, BCeraa MOHUMal, 4To Opak
10 JTIOOBH — 3TO POCKOIIIb, KOTOPasi MOHAPXY He JIOoCTymHa. .. Ho BOT ceituac, misijist Ha Bac, sl IOHU-
Malo, 4TO. .. POCTHUTE. .. ITO ACHCTBUTEIIHHO 3BYUHUT HeNerno. .. S Bmoouics. .. C nepBoro B3sa. . .
Kax TonbKO BBl BOIIUTH, s TIOHSLT, YTO BOT OHA, T4, €AMHCTBEHHASI, Pa/Ii KOTOPOW MOXHO TOPBI CBEp-
HyTb. U BOT yna4a! Bel He kakas-HUOynb OefHast KPecThsiHKa, BB — MOs1 poBHs. Heyxenn ObIBaioT
TaKUe COBIIAIeHUA?

[Ipocrute, cynapb, s rapHUp 3aKa3blBaja Ha Tapeike, a He Ha ymax. He moOmo s auIkyo
XOJIOHYIO SIMYHYIO Jlaniy ¢ yieid. Ho s Musio ynei6anach, KOBbIpsis YKUH 4eM Hu nonans. OnHy
BWJIKY TOTHYJIa, OAHY HA/IJIOMUJIA, & TOTOM PEIINJIa, YTO He TaK YK U TOJIONHA, YTOOBI OCTABUTh X035~
nHa 6e3 cTooBbIX MprOopoB. Hy-Hy, Apykouek, Kk uemy Tbl K1oHuIb? K uemy 3t nudpupamost? [a,
Kamepa BO «(peH/130He» cBoOOIHA. U 3TO eIMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, Ky/Ia 51 [MOKa 4To TeOs Onpeiesiia.
Ho ee HyxHO 3acimyxuTh. I KaTeropudecky He JTOOII0 MyKUMH, KOTOpbIe Cpa3y HAaYMHAIOT BBICTH-
JIaThCSl ¥ C XOIY 3aBOAMTH Pa3roBOPHI O MOOBU. TakuM MyKUMHAM BCErAa YTO-TO HyXHO. [Ipruem,
K JIIOOBY 3TO HE MMEET HUKAKOTO OTHOIICHUSI.

— JlaBaiiTe 0OBEAMHUM HAIIM KOPOJIEBCTBA... — B3/IOXHYJI KOPOJib, pa3BOpauMBasi KaKOM-TO
noroBop. — Pasymeercsi, ecnu Bbl He MPOTHB. .. [IpocTo... 51 AEHCTBUTENIBHO OOIOCh, UTO BbI 3aBTPa
yenerte, paCTBOPUTECh, MCUe3HeTe. .. S mpejiaraio BaM pyKy U cepate. .. Bee, 4To y MeHs ecTb. ..

Vx 1o1! Kakoii mycrpsiii! Pyky u cepaue! Mbl TyT yac Kak 3HaKOMBI, & MEHsI YK€ yMaclIuiIn
TaK, YTO CHJETh OOJIIBHO, TIPEIUIOKUIA 3aMYK, KJISIHSCh B BEYHOM JIIOOBH C nepBoro B3nisgga. OH,
CIIy4aeM, He YMTaJl KHUTY «DKCIUTyaTalys )XeHIMHb»? YTo-T0 TYT He To. Bamuth oTcioma Hajo!
U gem ObicTpee, TeM Jydile.

— Wnu Batme ceppiie yxe 3aHSTO? — PEBHUBO CITPOCKIT KpacaBell, CBEPKHYB IJ1a3aMHu.

3ansaTo? [la HeT, MPOCTO OHO 3aKPHITO HA peMOHT. Eciii B I0HOCTH s Aymana, uTo cepaie —
3TO anTaph, TO, CTAHOBSCH CTapIlle, TOHUMAJIA, YTO OCTAJIbHBIE CUUTAIOT €r0 OOIECTBEHHBIM Tyalle-
toMm. [Ipumen, Haraawn u yiren. Tam, Kak B 00pa3iioBOM TyaJieTe, BCeI/ia eCTh MECTO /sl «KaOuHeTa
yOOPIIUIIBI», TJe B OMMHOKON KaOWHKE MOCEIMINCh Befipa, MBAOphl, a B YTOJIKE CTOMT BOHSIOIIAS
XJIOPKOM TaHares: OT BCeX M3BECTHBIX MUKPOOOB. A TO XOIAT BCE, TalAT IJe HU MONajsi, a OTOM
youpaii 1 uucty. [Ipoire nmoBecuts TaONIMYKY «3aKPBITO HA PEMOHT>, YTOOBI HE BHICKpeOaTh BOCIIO-
MUHaHHS U 1yBCTBA.

— Her, oHO mpoCTO 3aKphITO, — YCMEXHYNach s, jenasi BUI, 4TO Mbl0 U3 KyOka. — JlagHo, s
noiy. Mue nopa. {1 ObI He xoTesia 0OpeMeHsITh BAC CBOMM IPUCYTCTBUEM B CTOJIb MTO3IHUI Yac.

— Iocroitte! { He X04y Bac NOTEPSTh! — BOCKJIMKHYJ KOPOJIb, BCKAKMBasi C MECTA U OIPOKU-
JbIBast KyOOK.

— A MHEe MoYeMy-TO OYeHb XOUeTCsl MOTEPAThCS... — 3aMeTWIa 51, TIONO3PUTENIBHO TSI
Ha Hero. — Haj Bammm npejioxkeHrueM sl HelmpeMeHHO MopyMaio. [IpOKOHCYIBTHPYIOCh CO 3HAKO-
MbIMH. MoOJkeTe OCTaBUTh MHE KOMIMIO Baiero goropopa. Cracu6o 3a yxuH. Beero xoportero.

4 Bcrana, ckoMkaina cangerky. Bee, onepanus okonueHa. [Topa mbiTh pyku. IlanmeHr B Buse
KyPHIIBI CKOHYAJICS ellle JJO TOro, Kak Momnaj MHe Ha cToil. f Obl Jaxke ckasama, 4To 3aJ0Jro A0 TOro.
BbU10 Yy MEHS MpequyBCTBUE, YTO STOT MTEPOAAKTHIIL OOPO3IMII OecKpaiiHee HeOO IOPCKOTO IMepUoa,
yZIauHO yniaji B 00JI0TO, a TOTOM ObLT CITy4ailHO OTKOIIAH M MOAaH K croiy. [lepen aTim ero Bapuiu asa
IHSI OIS, IPOBEPSisi TOTOBHOCTb BUJIKOH, @ IOTOM TUTIOHYJTH, BO3MOKHO, JIaKe B KOTEJI, U PEeIIHIIH
00KapuTh pajii IPWINYHKS 10 XPYCTSAIIEH KOPoukU. Tak 4To ChITa 5 MO rOpJIo TAKUM TOCTEIIPUMM-
crBoMm. Jlyuirie joma ceGe OBCSAHKY ¢ SI0JI0KaMU CBapIo.

Koponb kMBHYJ1 KOMY-TO U3 CIIyT, ¥ JBEPh B KOMHATY 3aKpbuiachk. Bot 310 nosopot! U ere
onuH! Koy BbIHY/IM M3 CKBaXUHBI U OTAATIM KOPOJIO.

— Kyna xe BbI, KpacaBuiia? — ClpocHJI €ro BeIMYECTBO, MOIXOAsI KO MHE. — $1 He Mory Bac Tak
MIPOCTO B3AITh U OTITYCTHUTb. . .
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XM... A s MOTy BOT Tak IpocTo TeOs «omycTuTh». C Hebec Ha 3eMJtio, pazymeercs. Her, cmas-
JIMBasi MOPIAIIKA — 3TO OOJBIION TUTIOC, HO YTO-TO HAIll CYaCTIIMBBIA BIOBEI] YK OOJBHO LITYCTPHIIL.
Ocran Bennep pasBen pykamu Jyist TOro, 4TOObI IOXJIONATh B JIaJOIIIH.

— 51 TOTOB JKEHUTHCS Ha Bac MPsMO ceifvac! — BOCKJIMKHY/I MOHApX, TaJjasi Ha KOJIGHW U XBaTast
MeHs 3a pyKy. «/ Houblo 3Be31HOM, U npu cBete AHs! He nokupna-a-ai, He nokugai meHs!». Tey!

3n0poBo! A mapuku OyayT? A MOXKHO TOPT TpeX3TaxHbIN? Ecii OH ceituac MeHs He BBIITYCTHT,
TO TPEX3TAKHBIM OyJeT He TOJIBKO TOPT. ..

— JlaBaiite moOyeM cHavasa Ipy3bsamu 1o neperrcke? Hano ke ¢ 4ero-to HaumHath? — yau-
BWJIACh I TAKOW MOCTEIIHOCTU. KOT 1O CpaBHEHMIO C 3TUM «JIOBeJIacoM» MpocTo Oor nukara. Her,
HY MOXeT, Kakasi-HuOyab» 30JIyIIKa TyT Xke cornacuiach Obl. Ho y 30iyIku U3 MpuaaHoro TOJIbKO
POICTBEHHUKH ¥ TOBOpsilIiee 3Bepbe. [la 1 POACTBEHHHUKH — eIl TOT 300MapK. A TyT caM KOpOJib. ..

— Boimyctute MeHs 0Tciofia, — XOJIOIHO MPOU3HECa 51, He CBOJS C HETo IJ1a3.

— Kyna BbI moeziere Ha HOUb s ? — MPOU3HEC KOPOJIb, TIPsTUa KJII0Y B KAPMaH.

W nombITancst MeHs MoueoBaTh, paCCUMTHIBAS, YTO OOUIIbHBINA CITIOHOOOMEH YCKOPHT IPOIIEeCC
Moero nokopenus. Ho cmero ero pazouaposars. LlesoBarecs 1 HeHaBuKy. I cpa3y BClloMHWIA BCe
TMIOTIBITKY BBIPBATh MHE IJIaH/bI, OOCITIOHSBUTH MEHS, KaK (PPaHITy3CKUii OYJIBIOT U U3YyUUTh IIIOMOBI,
MIPUKPBIBASICh HE3EMHOW CTPACTBIO.

Sl TepnienMBO K Aaia, Korga «pOMaHTUYECKUIN OPBIB» 3aKOHYUTCS, B HAIEK/E, UTO OH CHeIIaeT
9TO paHbllle, YeM HAUYHETCs PBOTHBIN MO3bIB. [lonascst oqHa)abl MHE POMAHTUYHBINA «BaHTY3», KOTO-
PBIiA, KaK MBLIECOC, MBITAJICS BCOCaTh MeHs 6e3 oOparHou Taru. [lomenyii, eciiv 3T0 MOKHO Ha3BaTh
TIOIEJTyeM, COMPOBOXKIAJICS YaBKaHbEM M YTPOOHBIM yp4aHueM. [IpuMepHO Tak ypuuT MOs pako-
BMHA, KOTJIa YXOIUT Tpsi3Has Bojxa. Bbl1 B MOEM TOCITY:KHOM CIIOHSIBOM CIHHCKE U OfIMH YAaBYUK,
KOTOPBIY TBITAICS 3arJIOTUTh MEHS IIEIMKOM, TIEPEKPBIB TOCTYI K KHUCIOpOony. Bce MO MOMBITKH
OTIBIIIATHCS OH BOCIIPUHUMAJ Kak BO30YXAEHHE U CUTHAJ Iepexona K 0osiee permTeIbHbIM JIei-
ctBusiM. OYEBU/IHO, B IETCTBE MAPHIO MOTAJIACH POIUTENIBCKAs BUIEOKACCETA HE C JIETKON 9POTHKOM,
a co BcemM yactsiMu «Yyxoro». [locie takoro nouesys s epecMOTpesia CBOE OTHOLIEHUE K ITOMY
(ubMy ¢ TOUKM 3peHHs OUEBHUIIA U BbIKMBIIEro. Kasanock, 4to ygaB He HesyeT, a IMYUHKY COOM-
paeTcs B MeHsl OTKJIaAbIBaTh. [locie Takoro «moenaHus» MpoAoIKaTh ke He XoTeaoch. Tak 4to
POMaHTUYHBIN CITIOHOOOMEH MEHsI yKe MaJio YeM yIuBHT. M sIBHO He MopajyerT.

— IIpekpatute HEMeIEHHO!| — CKPUBMIIACH 51, BCIOMUHAS TPSI3HOE MPUKJII0YEHUE Ha JOpore.

N on npexkpatwit. Kak HU cTpaHHoO.

— XOpo1110, — XOJIOTHO MPOU3HEC OH, OTCTPAHSISCH U SIS C MPEe3pUTENbHON YabiOokou. — [ox-
MUCHIBail OpayHbIi 10rOBOP!

— C xakoro neperyry? — nojgHsiia st OpoBu, 9yBCTBYs ceOs Majam ['puniairyeBoit. «B nedpsx
AMAa30HKM KW KOPOJIb YIPIOMBIH. . .»

— ThI mpuckakana ciofa, AJsi TOro, YToObl CIPABUTHCS O CyAbOE MOEH kKeHbI? — XOJIOAHO CIIPO-
cui1 oH. — Tak BOT, MOsI TpeThsl jkeHa Obuta crpoToil. Ee ponutenu ymepnu, koraa el ObljIo ABeHa-
auatk. Tak 4TO ee 3eMyM Tereph IEIMKOM U TMOJHOCTBIO MpUHAJIekaT MHe. TOUHO Tak ke, Kak
Y 3eMJIM TIEpBOM M BTOPOM JKeHBI. A 3Ty 3as1BKY HAITUCAI 51, 3Hasl, YTO Thl, Cy/sl 10 TBOUM IO/IBUTAM,
HE CMOJKeIb MPoruTH MUMO. Terepb y TeOst HeT BriOOpa. Thl Ha Moeit 3emiie. Y TeOst HET pOICTBEH-
HuKoB. [ToHumaerb, o yem 51?7 Tak yem TeOs1 He ycTparBaeT (PUKTUBHBIN Opak?

— TBoi1 nepekTUBHBIN Opak MeHsI BCEM He YCTPauBaeT, — 3aMeTHUIIa s, CIIPABEIIUBO TIPUKHU/IbI-
Basl, YTO TPH XKEHbI OS] HE YMHUPAIOT OT JIETKOTO HEAOMOTaHUsI B CBSI3H C OTKPBITOH (POPTOUKOI.

— Kak TonbKo 51 y3HaI, YTO Thl yMYIPUJIACh 3a Mapy JHEH OTXBATUTh ceOe MPUINYHBIN KYCOK
KapThl, MOsI TIOCJTIEAHSISI CYTIpyra OYeHb CUJIBHO paccTpoumsiack U ymepina. Tak 4Tto cormarmaiics mo-
XopolemMy! — Kak-TO COBCEM HEIIPYXKEITOOHO 3aMETUIT KOPOJIb. — XOTsI BUKY, YTO TIO-XOPOIIEMY ThI
He xouerb. Ctpaxa! B3sars ee! [Tocaguts B kamepy!

Mens cxBatuiu. I 0co00 He COMPOTHUBIISIACH, TIOHUMAS, YTO CHJIBI HAJI0 6epedb. 3yObl TOXKE.
C TSOKKUMM TEJICCHBIMU $1 IaJIeKO He yoery.
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I'naBa ceapmas. IlaTbaecaTr OTTEHKOB YEPHOTO

MeHs npuBeny B KaMepy, Iie Ha MOJTy BaJIsUICS TIOK IIPEJION COJIOMBI, M3/IAI0IINI OTBPATUTE -
HbII cMpaj. Hermonaneky crosiia IMHsHASI MECKa, B KOTOPYIO 10 Karuie coOupanack BoJa, coyaria-
sca co cteH. Kpyro! B ckasky MOXKHO NONAcTh, @ MOXKHO BJsinaThes. Tak BOT, Ha carore octajioch
elle HEeMHOI'O 3TOH 3JI0BOHHOM cKa3kM. f oduaenach cama Ha ce0s1. Her, koHeuHO, 3T0 OBUIO ITyTIO.
A ¢ apyroii croponsl? He To 4TOOB 51 OXaHMYaa, HeT. Y MeHs eCTb CBOe KOposieBCcTBO. CuurTaii,
nontopa. Brionxe Hersoxo. [la u Hacuer npuHuecch... He Tak yx MHe ee u xkajko. S1 ee coBcem
He 3HaJa... XOTs BCe PaBHO... KaJlb... JlarHo, He Oygem o rpyctHoM. Eil yxe He TOMOYb.

Nrak, yro Mbl uMeeM? OH pacCUMTHIBAET HA MOM 3€MJIM B Ka4eCTBE MPUAAHOIO, a 1 MOTY
paccuMTHIBATh Ha OBICTPYIO M OTHOCUTENIBHO Oe300/Ie3HeHHYI0 cMepTh. He coutnTe MeHs rymaHuTa-
preM, HO TaKMe pacyeThl HAMPSTraloT. A TOKa YTO s1 MOTY PAacCUMTHIBATH HA KaMepy Oe3 OKOH, IpH-
OM3MTENbHO Ba Ha ABa MeTpa. M3 pocTonprmMedaTebHOCTEN €CTh TOIBbKO TOJICThIE PKaBble MPYThs
PELIEeTKH U OXpaHa, KoTopasi JeKypuT B Kopuaope. Bcnomunaem kunemarorpad. [ToGer yepes okHo,
nozikor ¥ oOmaH. Ecte Tpu BapranTa. OKHa HET, KoIaTh HeYeM, pa3Be YTO HOTTSMMU, [I03TOMY OCTa-
eTcsl MPUAyMaTh, Kak 0OBECTH 3Ty «CHUHIOI OOPOIABKY» BOKPYT Mablia.

—UYro? OuepenHas? — OCKaJIWICS YePHO3YOBbIi TIOPEMIIMK, IOMIPIBAst CBA3KOM PKaBbIX KJIIO-
Yyell ¥ pasmisablBast MEHs CKBO3b MPYThbs PELIETKH.

— OuepenHas — 3T0O Kakasi? — MOMHTepecoBaiach s, noarpedas nox ceds conomy. — Ornacure
BECh CIIMCOK, MOKaIyHCTa!

— OM... Tpu keHbl... TpuaUaTh OBE CIyXkaHKU... Mrtoro... Tpuauare mecrs, — noacyural
TIOPEMILMK, MOYeChIBask HOAOOPOIOK.

— Tpuanare nate! — norpasuia ero s, HOHUMasi, 4YTO UMEIO JIEJIO C YUCTHIM T'YMaHUTAPUEM.

— C yuetoM TeOs — TpUALIATH IIECTh, — B3IOXHYJI OH, HaJeBas cede Ha Mmajiel] pkaBoe KOJIbI0
¢ KJoyamu. — Thl, CUUTAl, yXe TpyII.

4 mpomomnuana. I'pycTHast ckaszka MoCTeneHHO MpeBpalianach B THYCHYIO ObUTb.

— Me1 3a T060i#1 ceum! He B3pymaii HaoKuUTh Ha ceOst pyKu! — peaynpean TIOPEMIIUK,
MIPOBOZS KJTIOUOM IO TPYThsIM KJIETKH. $1 epHy/ach, YTOOBI MOMBITATHCS BHIXBATUTH KJIIOY, HO OH
SIBHO OXKHMJIAJ1 TAaKOTO PbIBKA, MI0O3TOMY PE3KO OTCKOUYMJI, CHOBA CKAJISICh CBOMM IPOIPECCHPYIOLIM
KapUecoM.

Sl cBepHyJach KaJJauMKOM Ha KOJIOYEl M BOHIOUEW ColoMe M MOMbITanach ycHyTh. Ho uro-
TO KOsoso B OOK. I momuie3na pykoil moj ceOs ¥ BHITAIIMIA M3SIIHBIA MEJIbOH Ha MacCHBHOW
HENH ¢ n300pakeHHEM KpachBOi 30JI0TOBOJIOCOM NEeBYIIKHU. «$1 Te6st mooimo. [eHprx» — 3HAUMII0Ch
Ha KpBIIIKe MeJaaboHa. beqnas nepouka. Cxomuia 3aMyx 1o O0JbIIoN ToOBH. MenanboH s Hajena
Ha IIeI0 ¥ HaKOHEel| YCHYJIA.

VTpoM KO MHE 3aryIsHYJ «KEHUX» C JIOKYMEHTaAMH.

— Wrak, Mos1 foporasi HeBecTa, Thl HaJlyMaJla? — [IOMHTEPECOBAJICS KpacaBell, KOTOPOro 3Bajlu
BOWCTHHY KOPOJIEBCKUM MMeHeM [ eHprx, ocTaBasich Ha 6€3011aCHOM PacCTOSIHUM OT KJIeTKU. — Ecim
MOJIHUIIEIb, S MOTY U CMATYUTHCS. .. Thl XOTh MpEACTaBIIsACIIb, YTO TeOsl KAET, eClM Thl OyJellb
YIPAMUTHCSA?

Ara! Hecute 6unokub! Ceituac Oymy 3aryisasiBaTh B cBeTIoe Oyaymee! SIaepHblii B3pbIB TOKe
MOXHO CUUTATh MO YMOJTUYAHHUIO «CBETJIBIM OYyIYIIMM», €CJIM CYIUTh MO OCJENHUTETbHON BCIIBIIIKE.
He 3Ha10, KaKk ipyrue NprHIECCH, HO s HIYEro MONMCHBATh He cCOOMpaiock. [Toka JOKyMeHTHI Haxo-
ASITCS HA CTA/INM COTJIACOBAHM S, yOUBAaTh MEHsI HE CTaHYT.

[Tpomuto npumepHO YeThIpe [H:, 3a KOTOpbIe 51 y3Haja MHOro HoBoro. Kapayn meHsercs Kax-
Zble TPY Yaca, MUCKa HANOMHSETCs NPUOIM3UTENIBHO 33 CYTKH, & MEHIO He OJIeleT pa3HooOpas3ueM.
3a 310 Bpems 51 ucpoOoBasia Bce JUIIOMATHUECKUe CIOCOOBI pellieHHst Tpo0IieMsl, OT «['eHa, MBI ke
C BaMU B3pOcJIble Joau!» 0 «Y T1edst komrutekcsl? [lapait noroBopum 06 stom! Tebst B aeTcTBE KTO-
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TO 0buzen?». Ho Bee TiieTHo. S nMena 1esno He ¢ OOBIYHBIM TICHXOMATOM, a C XOJOIHBIM, PACUETIIN-
BBIM M OYEHb MEPKAHTUJILHBIM CaJJFICTOM.

— A He Mori Obl BBl OCTaBUTD SK3EMIUTSIPYMK JOroBopa? — MOMpOCHIa s, MPOTATUBAsS PYKY. —
S Xo4y noumrars. ..

DK3eMIUIAp MHE ocTaBwin. Yepes yac mocie npuemMa MUy, HUCIIOCIAHHON y3HMLIE B BUJIE
OanaHapl ¢ OTPYyOsMH, S MO JIOCTOMHCTBY OIIEHWJIA MPUATHYIO HIEPOXOBATOCTh IOPUIMUECKHX (POop-
MYJIUPOBOK.

3a 3T0 MeHs NepeBeNy C HU3KOKaJIOPUMHON 1ueThl Ha quety «Homb kaopuii».

Beuepom msTOro JHS KO MHE CHOBA SIBWJICS €0 BEJIMUECTBO, HAMEKast Ha TO, 4TO Bce OyieT
XOPOIIIO, €CJH $1 TIOCTABIIO CBOIO MoAmuch. [1paBnia, KoMy OyaeT XopoIio, OH Tak U He yToyHuII. [a,
TaK HaCTOMYMBO 3aMyk MeHs ellle He 3Bau! Ho s npekpacHo noHMMaa, 4To eciiv ogMaxHy JI0KY-
MEHTUK, TO TYT %€ MaxHy B Ipyroi Mup. 1 s umeio B Bu1y He MO MUp, a HEKUI HEU3BEIaHHBIN, HO,
Cyds 1O YBEPEHUSIM HEKOTOPBIX CYMIMIHHUKOB, «JIydllluil». VIcKaTh OTIMYMS MEKIy MUpaAMU MHE
KaTerOpruecKy He XOTeJOCh.

— UyBCTBYI0, CKOPO TIPUETCS MPUOETHYTh K KPalHUM MepaM. Yepes MATh MUHYT MBITOK ThI
MOJNUIIENTh aOCOMIOTHO BCE, — Pa304apoBaHHO NpousHec [eHpHX, cBOpauMBasi JIOKYMEHT B TpY-
60uky. OT BeHIIa 10 KOHI[A — OJJVH IIIar.

[Tnoxo neno. Mensi codupatorcst mbitath. K cBoemMy MMyIecTBy s BCerja OTHOCHIIACh PEB-
HOCTHO, HO YMHpPATh U3-3a TOPCTKH 3€MJIM TOKE HE CMEIIHO. JIMaTecs CBOMX 3eMellb U 3aMKa MHE
OYeHb He XOTeJOCh, BCIIOMUHAS C KAKUM PUCKOM YAAJIOCh MX 3aloNy4yuTh. B ronose urpasna 3abas-
Has neceHka «Jlo cBagpObl HU-HU!» CBagp0a. TO MOKA YTO €JMHCTBEHHASI BO3MOKHOCTh BBHIUTPATh
BpeMsl U MyCTh HEHAJOJITO IOKUHYTh Kamepy.

— Xoporo, st moanuiry. Ho cHavana cBaap6a mo Bcem npaswiam! [Tonnmaenis, st Bcerna Med-
TaJ1a MOOBITh HeBeCTOM. besoe miaTbe, IBEThl, KPACHUBBIH KEHHUX. .. DTO TAK POMAHTUYHO. .. — B3I0X-
HyJIa si, TOHUMasl, 9YTO HUYETO POMaHTHYHOTO B cBaJbOe HeT. OCOOEHHO B TaKOM.

«Kak xe tede moesno! O! Moeii HeBecte! 3aBTpa Mbl HJIEM TPaTHTh Bce CBOM... Bce TBoM
OeHbru... Bmecte!» — mpo3Bydano B ToJI0BE, BHI3BIBAS CAPAOHMYECKYIO YIBIOKY. M KOMy ke B yM
MIPUJET Ha KEJTYI0K NEeTh TONIOJHbIN?

— CBampba? — mepecnpocui MeHsI «KeHUX», 3alyMbIBasiCh, a TIOTOM 3aMETHO OXHBJISSACH. —
Xoporio, Oyaet Tede cBaapOa! Tak gaxe mydre! Yepes Tpu JHS MBI ¢ TOOOU MOKEHUMCS.

Otmuno. Cama Hampocuiack. Yepe3 yac ¢ MeHsl CHsUIM Mepku. He Tonbko rpynp, Tasimio
u Oefpa, HO ¥ POCT OT MaKYIIIKH JIO TISTOK, a TaK ke MUpUHY Tuied. Hy npaBuiibHO, MOKa I1IBEH IIbIOT
Moe cBaieOHOE TUTaThe, TVIOTHUKU YCUJIEHHO CTPYTaloT OIOKETHBI COCHOBBIM MaKMHTOIIL.

UrtoOsl 51 IOTSHYAA O CBabObI, MHE TIPMHECM MUCKY C KaKOK-TO Karei. VI3 karm topyanu
koctu. Kypunnsie koctu. [Iteponaktuib? Tel m 3107 B utore kaiy s cbena, KOCTH BHIOpOCHIIA.
Kopmsar meHs1, yecTHOe cioBo, Kak bobuka Ha oropope. [ToHnMaiw, 4To HEBECTH Tiepell CBabOOou
YaCTEHBKO CAIATCS HA AUETY, HO He Ha )KUJICHbKYIO OaJlaH/y C OYMCTKAMU U HE Ha KaIlIKy C MSICHBIMU
CyOITpOIyKTaMH.

Sl obxBatuia KosieHn pykamu. MTak, dyepes 1Ba JHs s BHIXOXKY 3amyX. He 3Hato, Kak cyap0a
noBepHETCs. [lacT m oHa MHe 1maHc cOexaTh WK HeT, HO Hy’KeH 3allaCHOM BapyaHT Ha CITyvai, eCJ
Bce OyaeT o4yeHb 1I0xX0. EcTh y MeHs Ha 9TOT cueT HeKoTopble cooOpaxkenus. a... CKOIbKO BCEro
MHE TIPUJIETCS BBICHIYIIATh... A C JPYroi CTOPOHBI — KU3Hb y MeHsI ofiHa. [Ipyroii Ku3HU y MeHs
HeT. ] mocrapaioch cienaTh BCe, YTO CMOTY, HO BApPYT... TyT 1uO0 CMUPUTBCS, JTMOO MUPHUTHCS.
U Ha cexkyHay BTOPOI BapUaHT MOKAa3aJics MHE MIPEANOYTUTEIbHEH.

— Bacpka? — nosBana s1, Opocast mpoOHbIid kKameHb. — Kuc-kuc-kuc! bopuc! Kutukar!

U tummmna. Her, Bacbka — 310 ciumiikom nipocto. Cyzis 1o ero XapakTepy, OH 0oJibiie Ha JIorm-
(epa cmaxupaer!

— Jliouupep! — KpukHyna 51, B HaAEKE, YTO yrajajga. 3a0qHO MyCTh MOIYMAIOT, YTO sI TYT
IbsIBOJIA BBI3BIBAIO, U CEYAC MAJIO UM HE MOKAKETCSI.
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Her? Crpanno. Acmoneii? Jliormyc? Keenodonr? Bapdapuc? Cpynb? INecenn? Anmenaukc?
Kcratn, xnaccHoe ums muist kota! Cpynb? A! Cpynb yxe Obut. Mapkus? Tyren? ®emukce? Anbg?
Camasnb? Msaypurmo? Canem? IMukcenb? A uto? «Kc» ectb. Yem ne ums? Xomopen? Kpokyc?
®uxkyc? Kaktyc? Xors... [locroiite... I pa3mMsiia ryObl, MBICJIEHHO ITPOroBapyBasi BApHAaHT UMEHH.

— Pymnensmrmsiixer! Kxe! — mosBana s, 4yBCTBYsI, YTO MOEMY SI3bIKY OYE€Hb CPOUHO HYKEH
ruric. Ecim Obl MeHS Tak 3Bajiv, TO MeHs Obl HUKY/JA He 3BAJTH.

Emme yaca naBa s cocTapisiia CIMCKY KOIIAYbUX M YCJIOBHO KOIIaubuX MMeH. Mosi (paHTazus
coOpajia YeMojIaHbl, MaxHyjla PyKOW Ha TIPOIIaHUE U OTIIPABUJIACh B HEOTUIAUMBAEMBII OTITYCK.

— banprazap! bazummo! basuiuk! — HeMHOro B3ApeMHYB, 51 pelinia MOWTH B ajipaBUTHOM
nopsinke, — bezoap! bensun! bonudanuii! beprpan! benenukr! beremor!

TiopeMIIMK, TPOXO/si MUMO, TS)KKO B3JJOXHYJI, TOHUMAs, YTO 51 HA PaJOCTSX OT MPEICTOAIIETO
OpakocoueTaHus ¢ MOCIIEAYIONMM YMEPIIBICHHEM Clerka crstuia. Jla, moxoxe Ha To.

— AnboHc! — o3Bana 51, BCHOMHUB, YTO MPOITYCTUIIA 3TO UMsI Ha TPEbIIYIIEM KPyre MO3ro-
BOro ana, — Kopoue! XBarut Ha MeHst oomxkatbest! [laBait, nyii cioga! ¥V MeHs1 TyT OpakocodyeTaHue
Hameyvaetcs! Eciu He ycrieenns Ha cBajibOy, TO, Oyb Tak JI0OE3eH, He TPOIMYCTH MOH MTOXOPOHBI!

Sl monesxauna, rs/1s1 B IOTOJOK, a MOTOM CHOBA 3a/ipeMasia. Bo cHe Bpaiaiach Ky4ya UMeH, KOTO-
pble 51 yKe Ha3bIBaJIa, a CJIeIOM TOSIBIISUIMCH KAKMe-TO HOBbIE, UyIOBHUINHBIE. S C yIOBOIBCTBUEM HX
3anuIy py MEepBOi ke BO3ZMOKHOCTH, 1a0bl BJIOXHOBUTH nucateneil ¢paHTe3u. Beimepnosns Tupa-
mMuccoaieBny? Kak BaM UMsi T1aBHOTO Te€post SIMTMYECKON b(uiickoit caru Ha Tpu Toma? Ocuute?
S — met. Ecnu kota 30ByT MIMcapMOH/IM3IIb UK YIIEIIMPOBU PUIITE, TO IYCTh MPUTIIACUTEIIBHBIN ceOe
3anonHseT caM. «[lnauer-peigaeT nacnopTHeIi cTosl. IMCapMOHAMAIB K HAM 32 OJIAHKOM 3aliiesn!»

— lymmanuuk ? — Bsisio o3Basa s1. Ecim KoT? OTKJIMKHETCS], TO s1 Oy/1y JOJITO BaJIATHCS Ha MOy,
HECMOTpsI Ha TO, YTO OH Tpsi3HbIA. Het? Bee 6ecrione3no. 3ato ects yem 3aHsAThCs1! He Tak cKy4HO.

— Jleononesa! Beixogu! Beixomu, nomeiii Tpyc! — yHBUIO nipoTtsaHyna . Ho nmubo Ha Tpyca oH
cpazy ooujiesncs, MO0 KOTHUIIKY 30BYT He Jleomomsaom.

[Tporen BTopo#t IeHb UTphbl «B yrajanky». Kara ¢ KyprHsIMU KOCTSIMM MEHS TaCTPOHOMUYE-
CKH He TpeJbinana. sKemynok akTHBHO MPOTECTOBAN IIPOTUB TaKoro parpiona. Kaxpiii pas, korjaa s
Ha Hee CMOTpeia, MUIIEBAPUTENIbHBIN TPAKT HAMEKAI MHE, YTO C HUM JIydIlle He pyraTbcsi. A TO OH
BEpHET Bce nofpapku. M, cyasi 1o ero HacTpolo, 3a BECh MepHOJ BHIHYKICHHOW CMEHBI pallioHa.

— EBnamnuii! — npennonoxuia s, risijisi Ha pkaBble TOJICTbIE TIPYThsl. — ACTepuKc!

Haun xe Tede KTo-To nMeuko! f meperia Ha )KeHCKMEe UMEHa, HO TOJIKY ObLIO MaJIo.

— CkyHc! — 3aXHBIKaJIa 1, YyBCTBYS, YTO 51 HIYETO HE CMBICIIO B KOIIaYbuX MMeHax. — CKomo-
nenap! Ila-a-apuk! Pekc! Myxra-a-ap! Jleromnac!

N tunmmna. [la... Moe TepnieHre ObUIO yke Ha ucxoje. TeprieHue Koposisi Toxke. YK OOIbHO
Yecasioch My pacluIMpHUTh CBOM OrOpoJ 32 CYeT MOUX COTOK. Wb, Kakoi amOurmo3usiid. Ho msy. ..
Oo6muznercs. [110x0, 4TO y MEHSI HET POACTBEHHUKOB, KOTOpbIE XOTSI Obl JJISi OUYMCTKH COBECTU
KWHYJIM 3a5IBOYKY Ha Moe criaceHue. MeHst Obl, pa3yMeeTcsl, HUKTO He CIac, HO ObUIO ObI YepTOBCKU
MIPUSITHO. .. 3HATh, YTO 51 XOTh KOMY-TO HYXKHA. ..

Sl momxana mop ceOst HOTHW, MOJNOXKUJIA PYKY O TOJNOBY M yCHYJa. [onoBa myxia or oounus
MMEH, HO 51 YIIOPHO MPOTOHsUIA OT ce0sl TOT MyYMTEIbHBIA KOM CIHIIIIMXCS MBICTeH. §1 mbiTanach
MBICJIEHHO TTPE/ICTAaBUTh KOTA U COCPEAOTOUNThCS Ha HeM. U TyT yBuzena HeuTo po3oBoe. .. PozoBoe
U KpyX)eBHoe. f1 JIexy ¥ CMOTPIO Ha 3Ty PO30BYIO LITYKY, a PsiIOM, YMOCTHBIIKCH CO MHOW Ha OTHOM
TMIOJTyIIKE, JIEKHUT. .. KOT! $1 Tporaio ero, a OH OTKpbIBaeT 1Ma3a. S1 mpuxumaioch K KOTy, OH OOHUMAeT
MeHsI JlaraMy. B TOT MOMEHT OH KaeTcsi MHe TaKUM OOJIBIIAM M MYIIUCTBIM.

Her.

He moxet ObITh!

Sl mpocHynach M yCTaBUJIACh B OTCHIPEBIIMI NOTONOK. Koraa st Obljla MaieHbKOM, y HaC oMa
ObLT KOT... A s TOYEMY-TO 3TOTO He OMHIO. .. OIHO U3 MMEeH, KOTOpOe $ 3HAIO. . .
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4 crykHyna pykoii o crere. OTKyzia MHe 3HaTh, Kak 3Bajiv kota? §I Torga nop CToj nenKkom
xonuia! CTpaHHO, HO KOT/Ia CMOTpeJia CBOM HEMHOTOUKCIIEHHBIE JIeTcKue (poTtorpacuu, KOTOM Aake
He 1axJio. B nepeHocHOM cMmbicie. B npsgmom Toxe.

— Wrak, Most joporast HeBecTa, — pa3/iajicsi TOJI0C KOPOJIsl, BHIBOIS MEHSI U3 COCTOSIHUS 3a/1yM-
yuBocTU. Kitiou noBepHyJics B 3aMKe ¢ Aylepa3Auparoimm ckpurom. — [orgem!

Jla uto6 Bac Tak Oymunm! «Bcrasaii, BctaBaii! Ha ka3ab He onoznaii!» Vnu «[logbem! Tonbem!
TeOs nbITaTh UAEM !>

41 Bcrana, crucHyB 3yObl. Kornma s1 Obuta MasieHbKOW y MeHs1 ObUT KOT... I MBI cianu ¢ HUM
B OOHMMKY... BOT mouemy OH Tak HacTOMYMBO TpeGoBaj, YTOOH 51 B3sIa ero B KpoBaTh. Kak ero
3Basn? MokeT, U3 Kakoro-HUOyab JeTckoro myiasTuka? Her, Bpozme Bce mepeOpana. Panbiie Mmue
TOXE MHOI/IA CHUJIOCH YTO-TO MOXOXee, HO sl HUKOT/a He TpUJaBaja STOMY CHY 0COOOTO 3HAUEHHUS.
JIeTCTBO 51 BCIIOMHHATH HE JII0OITIO.

Ha mens Hazenu pxaBble KaHIAIbI U TIOBEJH 110 Kopuaopy. Her, s He Tak ceGe npeacTaBisiia
noxoz K antapio. K Hattieid mporeccuu TsHy/Iu UCXyIaBIIe PyKU KaKMUe-TO Y3HUKH, HO CTpaka MorJya
urHopupoBaiia ux. «3eneHas mwisd u Cunss bopona». CMoTpuTe BO BceX KMHOTEaTpax.

Sl BriepBbIe 3a JOATOE BpeMsl yBUZEIA COTHEYHBIN cBET. MeHsI OTMBUIN, TOYNCTUIIN, TIPUBEIIH
B TIOPSIJIOK, HAIIETIMB Ha MEHsI IOCTATOYHO CKPOMHOE 110 MepKaM KOpPOJIEBCKOM cBaibObI Oenoe 1uia-
The. BOJIOCH yKpacuiin BeHKOM U3 OelTbIX 1IBETOB. M Bce 3TO Mo/ HEYCHIITHBIM B30POM IIEJIOr0 MOYeT-
HOT'O KapayJa.

— [Ipocrute, — mporenTana s ciyxkaHke, Jepras ee 3a pykas. — Bair Koposb coOupaercst MeHst
youts! [Tomorute MHe cOexatb, 1 BaM OTIUIAYY. ..

— 31! Crpaxa! HeBecra TpeOyeT, uToOBI 51 HOMOIIA el cOexaTh! — KpUKHYJIA CITy)KaHKa, HaKpy-
YKBasi MHE KaKoe-TO 'He37I0 Ha rojioBe. — CBsukuTe ee ceituac. Pykamu s1 3anuMatbesi He Oyay. Bee
paBHO TaMm OyJeT BepeBKa. . .

Mowu HOTH CBSI3aJIM, TaK, YTOOBI 51 MOIJIA XOAWTb MEJIKHUMHU INaKKAMH, KaK CTPEHOKEHHasI
Jomaab, a OTOM CBSI3aIM PYKH, 3a/IeKOPUPOBAB BEPEBKY LIBeTaMH. B 3epkaiie oTpakaiach cUM-
naTuyHasi HeBecTa, Aepxkaias OykeT IBeTOB NByMs pykamu. CTpaHHO, a BApPYT 51 OyKeT 3axouy
opocutb? Tak cka3ath, nepeaath 3cradery? Vnu 31ech HeBecThl OykeThl He Opocaiot... HasepHoe,
He Opocaiot. [Tprmerta mioxas. .. S cpady npencraBuia, Kak Opocaio OyKeT, a IEBYIIKU pa30eralTcs
B Pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI.

MBbI ¢ KeHMXOM BHIIIUIA Ha OAJKOH, IJie HAC MONPUBETCTBOBAJ PAJIOCTHBIMU KPUKAMH IPO-
croit mof. JKeHux, IUPOKO YIbIOasICh, MPUBETINBO Maxasl MyOJMKe OXHON PyKOM, a Jpyroi oOHM-
MaJl MeHs1, yMpasich OCTpPHUEM KUHXajla MHe B criuHy. [Ipocto momuimyeckast kaptuHka. [Tomgmbl-
BaJIO KPUKHYTH YTO-TO B cTuJIe: «Jliomu! Bar koponb — youiina!», HO KMHXan HaMeKal, 4To JIydile
He puckoBatb. Tem Gosiee ToMMa opajia Tak, YTo MepeKpryaTh ee ObUIO Obl HEBO3MOXKHO.

— A Teriepb MBI OTITpaBJIsieMcs K anrtapio. Bee, Kak Thl 1 xoTena, — 00pagoBal KOpoJib, MOMPaB-
7511 KOPOHY Ha rojioBe. BOKpyr Hac CTOsuI MOYETHBIA Kapayd. $1 melTanach pacmyTaTb BEPEBKY
Ha pyKax, HO KOpPOJIb — MHOTOKPATHBINA BJIOBEI] — YK€ MMeJ TOPbKHUIA OMBIT, TOITOMY CTpaka Oblia
Hayeky. IHTepecHO, OH yxke [aJl 3a/IaHKe TIePEePUCOBBIBATH ATJIACKH WITH ellle HeT?

— A Tenepb MOIMUCHIBAll TOTOBOP, — MPOIIEANT HOBOUCIIEUEHHBIN CYIIPYT, MPOTIATMBasi MHE
€IMHCTBEHHBIN 3K3eMIUIsAp. — CHavasa nmoanuch, OTOM LIepeMOHUs !

41 orpurarenbHO mokavasna rojoBoi. [o ero ymiry momsna oTBpaTUTeIbHAS YIbIOKA CaUCTa.

— Cama Harpocuiack. § TulaHMpOBaT OCTABUTh STO YAOBOJILCTBHE HA MEPBYIO OpauyHYIO HOYb,
HO YBBI! — paccMesticsi MOHApX, JIaBasi CTpaske MOHSTh, YTO MBI OTITPABIISIEMCS B CBaJJeOHOE TTyTellle-
CTBHUE B Kazemarhl. KyTKO pOMaHTUYHOE MECTO, CKaXy BaM YeCTHO.

MeHs npuBenu B NBITOUHBIA 3aJ1, HAIOMUHAIOIIMI My3eid MHKBU3MLMM. VcriaHckuid caro-
XKOK, IpI0a, KaKMe-TO KJIETKH IIUIAaMHA BOBHYTPb. VICTIAaHCKUM CarmoKKOM MEeHSI BPsi[ JIM UCITYTaelllb.
He B nepBbiii pa3 nokynaio cede 00yBb B MarazuHe KUTAWCKOTO KOH(UCKaTa. A BOT OCTaJIbHOE. ..
JlagHo, myTKU-1IyTKaMu, Kak 30BYT KoTa? Ha Hero nocnenHss Hanexaa.
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Koponbs Tem BpemeHeM CHsiT ¢ ceOsi HapsiqHbIA Kam30J1, 3aKaTal pyKaBa COPOYKH U TIOIMPO-
CUJI CTPasKy yAalIuThes 3a 1Bepb. Hy 1a, Mano nm, craboHepBHBIE MOMAyTCs, TIOKa OH OyleT UCKaTh
HOBBII OTTEHOK CEpOro, a 51 — MATHIA YIoJ.

— Urak. {1 He xo4y TeOs CUIIBHO KaJleunTh. JIUIO mocTapaioch He TPOraTh, PyKH Mbl TIPUKPOEM
[[BETAMH, a TEJIO IJIATheM, — CO 3HAHUEM JIesla 3aMeTUII OH, Oepsi B PyKU KHYT. — Tak 4to B Tpody
ThI OyJIelllb BBIIJIAAETh OYeHb KpacuBo. HUKTO ake He 3armofgo3puT, uyTo Tebe MPUIILIOCh TePEekKUThH
niepesi CMEPTHIO.

B ku3HM MeHs Haka3bplBaIM (PU3NYECKU TOJIBKO OIMH pa3. Bee 1eTCTBO 51 TOMBKO U CllblIaa:
«Hacrenbka, Hactioma, Hacténa». Hactenbke HyxHO TO, Hactenbke Hy:xHO 3T10. «OTnait Hactenbke
KyKJIy». A HUYEro, 4To 3Ty KyKJy MHe nogapwiu Ha neHb Poxaenusa? «fOnsa! IMouemy Hacra mia-
4yeT?» A HMYEro, 4To OHa IUIa4yeT CIeNUaIbHO, YTOOB Mama MpHIIUIa U HaKa3ajla MeHs 3a TO, UTo s
He J1aa cecTpuike Kyouk? M Korja MeHsl B 04epeJHON pa3 HaKa3aJly 3a TO, UTO «IUIOXO MPUCMATPH-
Basa 3a HacteHpKoi 11 0Ouziena ee», s CHIBHO pa3o3/Iuiachk. B IoHOCTH MOsi Mama yBiieKanach puryp-
HBIM KaTaHWEM, TIO9TOMY Ha CTEHE BHCeJla Kyda rpaMoT U Mejiasiel. f B3siia diomacTtep u noyepkaia
MaMUHbI rpamMoThl. U 32 370 MamMa MeHs BHIIIOpOJIa.

Koponb nogomien ko MHe UM MOMIaguil Mo LIEKe CBEPHYTHIM KHYTOM. S1 CKpuBMJIach, MOJT4Ya
BCIIOMUHAS TOT JIEHb, KOI/IA YK€ MPOXOAUJIa YHU3UTENIbHYIO IIPOLIEAYPY MOPKHU.

— Hy? 4 xny! — ckazan KOposib, yXMbUISISICh. — 3Haelllb, MHE HPABUTCS IPUUUHSITH OOJIb KEeH-
[MHaM. DTO TaK BOJIHUTENILHO U pusiTHO. Tebe HpaBUTCS 60IB?

Ommunbii Boripoc! Y TyT 3a ero crivHoM s yBUjIea, Kak U3 TEMHOTO yIJia OTAEIUIach 3HAKO-
Masi TeHb.

— Tonbko vyxas, — 3aMeTHIA 51, TUXOPATOUHO coodpaxkas. PurypHoe karanue? Bo3MOKHO. ..
TpoiiHol Tyayn, gyneins, ayra... Her, peanbHo cMeIiHo, eciii KoTa 30ByT [ynenem.

— A mHe HpaBHUTCs 6071b. MHE HPaBUTCS €€ MPUYUHSATD. .. DTO MTPOCTO BOCXUTHUTEIBHO. .. VcTs-
3aTh, My4YUTh, TEP3aTh U HACIIAKIAThCS AaTOHUEMH, — ITPOILIENTAl MAHbSIK, TOIJIAKUBasi MEHSI KHYTOM. —
Kaxo#i 6b1 ropzio¥i Hu OblJTa KpacaBuIa, Mapa yAapoB KHYTOM 3aCTaBIISIET € BAJIATHCS Ha TOJTy U MPo-
cHTh O Tiomaje. THTepecHO, CKOIBKO yAapOB MOHAIOOUTCS TeOe, YTOOBI OCO3HATh, YTO THl — HUYTO-
KECTBO.

TyT B 1BEpb MOCTYYaslu, U1 OHA OTKPBLIACh, BITyCKasi HEMHOI'O CBETa B Hallle TEMHOE LIAPCTBO
6om. Ha mopore Msijicst Kakoi-TO Clyra, mpsiya riiasa.

—IIpocrute, Bailie BEIMYECTBO, 51 TAK IOHUMAIO, Bbl 3aHATHL. .. HO Bac cpoYHO XOTAT BUAETH. .. —
MPOMSMIIWII CJTyra, Opocasi MeJIbKOM B3IJISII HA MEHSI.

Koposnb yepThixHysicsi ckBO3b 3yObl U BhiIen. Kolaubsi TeHb MeJIbKHY/Ia Ha cTeHe. Y BOT oH
yk€ CUJUT Ha MBITOYHOM CTOJIE, BOIPOCUTEIIBHO IJIS1/1s1 HA MEHS.

— Tynyn? — npeanonoxuna s. Kot cMoTpesn Ha MeHsl TaKUMHU I71a3aMU, YTO s Cpa3y MOHsLIA,
yto oH — He Tynyn. Ha komaubeit Mopzie ObUIO SIBCTBEHHO HAMMCAHO, YTO «TyIIyrnoM» ero MOXHO
Ha3BaTh TOJILKO OJVH pa3.

— JIBoiiHOM Tyayn?

Korteiika ckJIOHWT TOJIOBY Ha OOK, TOHUMAs, YTO C MHTYHUIIMEN Y MeHs BCe IJI0X0, 3aTo ¢ (paH-
Ta3uel OTJIMYHO!

— dynens? — ¢ HaiexKJOM CIIPOCUJIA S, TPUCITYIIMBASCH K 1IaraM 3a JBEPbIO.

['maza KoTa OKpyrMIMCh, Kak ABa Omomna. bexnsiii qaxe 3akanuisuics. Cyas Mo ero Buuy,
OH 4yTb pa3pelB cepaua He cxJjonorai. «Kro HazoBer meHd ,,[lynens, noayyur B OJHOMMEHHOE
MECTO!» — YUTAJI0Ch B €ro o(pUreBIIMX OT MOeH (paHTa3uu I1a3ax.

— Akcenb? Apadeck? S Torna gaxe roBOpUTh TOJIKOM He ymesa! OTKyza s MOry IIOMHUTH TBOE
uMs? — IPOCTOHAJIA I, YCWJIEHHO BCIIOMUHAS TO, YTO €lle He Ha3blBaJa.

Kot orpuiiaresnsHo 3amMoTast rosioBoi. [IBepb co CKpUnom oTkpbuiach. S B3npornyna. Koponab
BOILIEJI, OT/aBasi PACHIOPSKEHHU S CTPaXke, a KOT CHOBA pacTBOPUWIICS BO ThMe. S yciibllana, Kak B 3aMKe
MIPOBOPAUMBAIOT KJII0Y, 3aKPbIBasi ABEPb B KaMepy MBITOK CHAPYKH.
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— HenaBuky, xorma mens nepraiot! Tem 6osee no myctsikam! — mponeaus Koposib, ¢ HeHaBHU-
CTBIO ISl HA MEHs. — XOPOIIO, YTO €CTh BO3MOXKHOCTh COpPBaTh Ha TeOe 37100y. WTak, Ha yeM Mbl
OCTAHOBUJIUCH?

Koposnb menkHy 1 KHyTOM, a sl CTHCHYJ1a 3yObl, IIPUKPBIBAS JIUIO PyKaMH U 3aKpbiBasi I71a3a.

— CrpaiHo? — ¢ U3IEBOYKON CIIPOCHII MaHbsIK, CHOBA IIEJIKHYB KHYTOM B BO3AyXe. — DTO s
ele He HAuMHaJl. . .

Sl mpomosuana, ¢ Ha/IeXkKI0U MBITAsICh OTHICKATh IJ1a3aMU 3HAKOMBIA CHITY3T, CIIPSTABIINICS
B TEMHOM YTJIy.

— JlaBait noroBoprMcsi Tak. Thl MOAMIUCHIBACIIH IOTOBOD, U s youBaio Te0s cpa3y. Eciu ve non-
MIUCBHIBACIIIb, 51 PACTSIHY YAOBOJILCTBHE HA APy AHEH | — 3aMeTHJI CAIUCT, TJIsIs Ha KOJIECO C LETISIMU. —
Kak Hacuer konecoBanus?

1 mompITanach COMPOTUBIISITLCS, HO PYKH M HOTH ObUIM CBSI3aHbI, IO9TOMY MAaKCUMYyM, UTO
MOIJIa CleIaTh, TaK 3TO TOJIKHYTh €ro TuieyoM. MeHs CUJIoi OpOocHii Ha KoJeco U 3aprKCHPOBAIIH
nenssvMy. OTIMYHOE HAYaJI0 3aMeyYaTesIbHOrO KOHIIA.

Ha uepHoii oTchipeBIIeil cTeHe o33y najava MosiBUIAch CBETAIIAsCS HAaANUCh: «B adupe
karmuTan — moy ,Ilone Yynec” Bpamaiite 6apadan!» S mpocroHana, 4yBCTBYs, YTO BpaIlaeTcs
HE TOJIbKO OapabaH, HO s1 M BMecTe ¢ HUM. [JaBHEeHBbKO 51 Ha Kapycesu He Kataiack. «CJI0BO U3 AEBATH
OyKB», — ycIiesia poYMTaTh HAMUCh Ha cTeHe. [leBsaTb OykB? Bee, BBIHOCHTE YepHBIN SIIHK. S cpasy
CHITpalo B Hero. «JIaJHo, ceMb!» — mosBIIIach HAAMKUCH. S CTpagaabyecKy MOCMOTpesa Ha KOTa, KOTO-
PbIii CMOTpEJ Ha MeHsI, KaK aKyIllep-TMHeKoJIor, Mo, poxkait qaBait! «Yersipe!!! Yetsipe nonGaHbix
OyKBBI!» — MeJIbKHYJIa TIoC/IeTHss Haamuch. S mpocroHana. «Cekrop npu3 Ha OapadaHe. BykBa?»

— A! — pocToHana s, MIsAAS HA KOTa. KOT TSKKO B3MOXHYJI, TPUKPBIBAS JIATIOW MOPAY.

INoka 51 Bpamanack BMecTe ¢ 6apabaHoM, y MeHsI U3 AEKOJIbTE BhIMAT MeJAIbOH.

— Ona Tak modusa MeHs1, AHaOelTb, — 3aMeTHJT CAJJCT, Pa3yIsaAblBast 30JI0TYIO BUCIONBKY. — OHa
OblJ1a HACTOSIIIEH KpacaBHIIEH, IO3TOMY MPOXIIIA YyTh JOJIbIIE, YeM ocTajibHble. Ha mapy aHeit. ..
JlagHo, He X04Yellb, TBaph, MO-XOPOIEMY, OyIeT MO-TIoXoMY !

KHyT B3BU3rHYJ B BO3/yXe, 5 3AKMYpPUJIACh, HO yapa He TOYyBCTBOBAJIA.

— Mbiika, 51 Te0s1 HeHaBUXKY! — C HECKPbIBAEMbIM pa3/IpakeHHEM 3aMeTHII 3HAKOMBIH TOJIOC.
S oTKpbLTa T1a3a M yBHIENA, YTO pyKa, KOTopas JOJKHA Obljla MEHs yIapHuTh, 3aMeplia Ha MecTe,
MOTOMY YTO €€ CXKaJli KOTTHCThIe Masiblibl. Koposk moomeanen, koraa Bropasi pyka des cxkana ero
ropJo.

— Wrak, 3Haenb, Kak MpaBUIbHO BHIYMCIUTH OJMHOKYIO AEBYIIIKY ? — IIEMIOTOM Ha YXO CaJIUCTy
3ametun ®eit. — PacckaspiBao. Ecnut TH ee ygapui, a Tebe 3a 3TO He CBEpHYJIH IIel0, 3HAUYUT, OHA
IENCTBUTENIbHO OofMHOKA. Ho 6010Ch, UTO MPUMEHUTH MONYyYeHHbIE 3HAHUSI Ha TIPAKTHKE TeOe yxke
HE y/lacTcsl.

— Kr0 31ech? — B3ApOrHY/I MaHbsIK, MHITasCh OOEpHYThCS. — S He Besiesl HUKOTO IMyCKaTh!
Crpaxa!

— He BonnyiiTech, — ¢ M3A€BOYKON 3aMeThIa 5. — DTO — MOt KOT. 1 Thl eMy oueHb He MOHpa-
BUJICS !

— Crpaxa! — 3a0pajt KOpoib, KOco s Ha ABepb. [1o ero mee nmoteksa kpob. Kortu ®es
C HaCJaXJIEeHNEM BIMBAJINCDH B HEe.

— Jla, oHM TaM, 3a IBEpbIO, HO Msy... [IBepb He OTKpOETCs, TOKa 51 ee He OTKpolo. [TycTh XOTh
NaJIbLBl B 3aMOK CYIOT WJIM TO, YTO Ha ypoBHe 3aMka. Kcraru... TeGe npaButcs 6omb? IIpocto s
OYeHb JIIOMIO ee MPUUINHSATh. — [ 1a3a dest cBepKHYIH.

KpecTtHblii pe3kuM JBHKEHHEM pa3BEpHYJT KOPOJIs JIMIIOM K ceOe, BbIpbiBask KHYT. [Tomoxu
PYKy Ha sunio ['eHpuxa, BOMBasich KOTTSIMH B IIEKH, U TIPUIEYaTas ero K creHe. Bee 31o conmpoBok-
JJIOCh TaJICHbKOW YIBIOOUKOH. Peil IBHO HACIAXIAJICS ITPOIIECCOM.
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— Kcraru, Mpliika, — TOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH, TPOAOJIKAS CMOTPETh Ha TPSACYIETOCs CaUCTa. —
He xouemb cxomuth 3amyx? MuHyT Ha nsith-ecsATh? He Gombine... A s MoKa MOACPKY KeHHUXA,
9TOOBI OH HE cOeXall. A TO MHOIA XEHUXM COEraiT co CBAIbOHL. ..

BepeBku, KOTOpbIE CBA3BIBAIA MOU PYKU U HOTH, MTHOBEHHO 0c1a0mu. $1 BRIy Tamach u3 reneu
¥ crio3ia Ha nont. Ha crone Bassiics Opaunsiii goroBop. [oamuck sxeHnxa yxe crosiia. OcraBanoch
TOJIBKO IIOCTaBUTh MOIO.

«Ilocae ceadvObL 8ce 3emau, npuHadaexdcaujue JHCEHUXY U Heaecme,
cmanogsmcsi eOunvim 2ocyoapcmeom. Ilocae cmepmu 0onozo u3 cynpyzo8 éce
3eMAuU nepexoosim 80 8.1a0eHUe 6MOP0o20o».

Sl oOMakHya 1epo B YePHUIIbHMILY U MOAIUCAIIA.

— Jloporue mosnopoxkeHsl! [Ipumute MoM UCKpeHHUE To3/IpaBieHus1! — ciajko ckazan dei,
OTITyCKasI Ca/IUCTa, KOTOPBIH C y’KaCOM CMOTpeJI Ha Hac. — MITak, Mbl TUIAaBHO TIEPEXOMM OT JIOTOBOPA
K IpuroBopy. f1 He cuiibHO TOpoILTo coObiTUs? Het?

Koposb Tpsiccst, Kak OCMHOBBIH JIUCT, 3aTPaBJIEHHO O3UPasich 10 cTopoHam. Ero B3misi octa-
HOBUJICS HA MHE.

— Muas, mobumasi, eMHCTBEHHast! — OPOCHJICS OH KO MHE, BCTaBasi HA KOJIGHH W IIETUISISICh
3a Moe cBajieOHOe Tiathe. — 5 ke momyTus! $1 aeficTBUTeNIbHO BIIIOOMIICS B TeOsI C TIepBOro B3risia!
S mpocto Gosics YIyCTUTh CBOE cyacThbe... [Ipoctu MeHs, moxanyicra... S 6osics, uto Thl cOe-
XKUIIIb U pa3oObenib MHe ceparie. [Tpoctu, mo60Bb Mosl. .. S Bee it TeOst caenato. .. 51 Oyay 1enoBarh
3eMJTIO, TIO KOTOPOM ThI XO/IWJIA. . .

— llenoBarh — HET, TPHI3TH — 1A, — JICHUBO 3aMETUJI KPECTHBIN, TSI, KaK CAJUCT CYTOPOKHO
LEIIAETCA 3a MOU IOIOJL.

— PayiocTb MOs1, COJHBIIIKO MOe, TipesiecTh Mosl. .. Hy 3auem ke Tak sxecToko? ¢ oo teds
Beelt aymon. .. Jla, cornaceH, cBaipOa HeynauHas... Ho Mbl Bce uctipaBum. .. 51 Oymy Ha pykax 1ebst
HocuTh! — Kopoiib cMOTpelT Ha MeHsI KpaCHBBIMU IJIa3aMU B KOTOPBIX 3aCThUTH Clie3bl. — ... ... xke
MOUTYTUJI, IOHUMaelb... S mobmo Tebds! 1 Obl HUKOrIA He mocmen Teds odunets... [locmoTrpu
Ha MeHs! Tlocmotpu, mporry Te6s... Mbl ¢ ToOou Oynem cyacTimBbl! M1 TBOM KOTHK OyleT kUTh
C HAMH. ..

I'eHpHX pe3Ko JIepHYJICS B MOIO CTOPOHY, sl yCIiesia OTIIATHYThCA. A 4epe3 CEKyHIy CBOMMMU
r1a3amMu yBujiena, kak deit cXBaTUI XBOCTOM PYKY «CTpajiaiblia OT JIOOBU», U3 KOTOPOW CO 3BOHOM
Ha KaMEHHBIE TUTATHI BBIIIAI KUHKAIL.

— Th1 He oyMaii, UTo st XoTes TeOs1 yOuTh. .. 51 MpoCcTo XOTes pa3pe3aTh BEPEBKY. .. A ee yxke
pasBsi3ayiu. .. — IpoJieneTa] KPOBOXKaJIHBI MOHAPX, CHOBA 3aryIsi/ibiBasi MHE B I71a3a. — BOT HEJIOBKO
MOJTYYHIIOCh. .. Moe cepaiie npuHamiekut tede. .. M Tonbko tede. ..

U Tyt B 3ajIe cTajio 0YeHb U 0YeHb TeMHO. ThMa CryIaiach, MOCTENEHHO MOAOMPAsCh K HAM
CO BCEX YIJIOB.

— Mpika, — paszfgancsi Tojoc U3 TEMHOTHI, MPepbIBAEMBI MCTOIHBIMU Kpukamu. — CToi
Ha MmecTe... Tebe... XM... «o0sIIee cepaie» Haao WM MOXHO BEIOPOCUTD?

51 nake cHavasIa HUYEro He MoHsiI1a. Bee 3Byku ctuxim. U yepes nmsiTh MUHYT ThMa paccesiiach.
Ha nony niexano okpoBaBieHHOE TeJlo KOpoJis ¢ MeJaiboHOM Ha 1iiee. Cyfis 1o ero BUay, KEeHUThCS
oH OoJibllie He cMoxeT. [Ipeiarath Hevero.

— Manam, — ¢ U3JIEBKOI 3aMETUJI KPECTHBIH, TIPOTATUBAsk MHE JOroBop. — [Ipumure Mou co6o-
JIe3HOBaHUsI. Balil cynpyr TOIbKO 4TO CKOPONOCTHKHO ckoHvasics. Cepitie He Beiaepkano. Hanewocs,
YTO CKPOMHOE HACJIE/ICTBO HEMHOTO OOJIErYuT OOJIb YTPATHI. . .

1 BBIIIUIA U3 KaMepBhI TIHITOK, MeUTasi CHOBA YBUIETh COJHBINIKO. KOT Jieskas y MeHs Ha riedyax
MeXOBbIM BOPOTHUKOM. CTpaka Opocusiach B MOIO CTOPOHY, HO TYT e 3amepiia Ha Mecte. OHU SIBHO
OXUJIAJIH, YTO «IePBYI0 OpauHyI0 HOUb» MIepEeKMBET TOJIbKO ofuH. Ho Ha MeHs1, pa3ymeeTcsl, CTaBOK
He genai. A 3ps... Sl Monua pa3BepHyJIa repeji HUMH JOKYMEHT, B KOTOPOM YEepHBIM T0 OeIoMy
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OBLJIO HAMKCAHO, YTO OTHBIHE 9TO — MOM 3aMOK 1 MOM 3eMJTi. CTpaskHUKY TIOCMOTPEJN Ha TEJIO CBOETO
KPOBOXaJHOTO MOHapXa, MOToM Ha noanucy. [ToBuciia HeJloBKas raysa, v uepe3 CeKyH/1y OHU yIiaiu
nepeo MHOW Ha KOJICHHU.

— XM... A 31ech Mbl TYMOOYKY MOCTaBUM! — 3aMeTHJI KOT, TIOKa 1 1UIA K BBIXOLY. — A BOT
TYT TIOJICBEUHHK U JAWBAH... XOTS MHE 371eCh He HpaBUTCS. Harr 3aMOK ITyCTh U CTapblid, HO MHE OH
OoJIBIIIE IO TYIIIE.

— Tak kak TeOs 30ByT? — CIIpoCUiIa s, YyBCTBYs, KaK €ro XBOCT PUTMHUYHO CTYYUT IO MOEW
CITUHE.

— 41 yxe roBOpMII, CMOTPSI KTO M CMOTPS Ky/la, — YCMEXHYJICSI KOT, SIBHO HE XeJlash OTBeuaThb
Ha TMOCTaBJICHHBIN BOITPOC.

— Xoporiio, kKak Te0s1 Ha3pIBAIOT! — iepedpasupoBaia i, He MOHUMAsI B YeM CMBICII 3TOW UI'PBI
B 3arajiku.

— «310 4TO 3a...7», «Ucuagpe!», «UynoBuiie!» — yaiie BCero Tak, — OTBETHI KOT, CIaJIKO
3¢BHYB.

— Kak k Tebe oOparmatorcs? — s Hayana TepsaTh TeprieHre. Jla uto takoe, B camoM jienie! Henb3s
MIPOCTO B3$ITh U Ha3BaTh CBOE MM ?

— BexmBO, yYTHBO M C KOJICH, — €XUIHO 3aMeTH KOT. EMy HpaBWJIOCH UTpaTh B 3Ty WIpY.
XOTs1, MOKET OBbITh, TYT J€JI0 B IPyroM. BApyr oH ceifuac Ha30BeT CBOE MM, a 51 OCE/IeIo OT cTpaxa?
— Tsl TOUHO HE IEMOH? — OCTOPOKHO TIOMHTEPECOBATIACH 5, HEMHOTO HACTOPOXKUBIIHICH.

— Her, s — npocto kot. Y TBosi MamMa Ha3Basia MeHsl DJIeIbBECOM, — B3JOXHYJI «IIPOCTO KOT».

— Kak-kak? — mepecripocuia si, octaHaBIMBasiCh. — Thl uT0? M3meBaemibes? U THI XOTeI, YTOOBI
s yrajgana tBoe ums? Tel ¢ yma couen?

— Yepes mecsn oHa HaszbiBaia MeHs lanbBuc, [anuc, Ianb, [15¢, — cnaako 3eBHYN KOT. — XOTs
Kakas pasHuia’? 51 Bce paBHO Jes1ajt BUJI, UTO IJTyXOH, ¥ He OT3bIBaJICs. MHe 3TO MMs HUKOT/Ia He Hpa-
BUJIOCh.

— W TH1 mymMau, 9To 5 JOrasainch? — BOZMYTHIIACH 1, TIOKAYMBASICh OT YCTAJIOCTH U MEePEKUBA-
HUM.

— Her, Mpimika, mpocTo THI LIETYI0 HECTIO TyMaja TOJbKO 000 MHE W HM O KOM OoJbllie, —
3aMeTHJI KOT, CIIPHITMBAsi C MOETO TUleva W IIpeBpamasach B yesnoBeka. — JlajaHo, He Oy/ieM TpaTUTh
BpeMs Ha 00paTHYI0 A0pory, TeM 6ojiee 4To DHiedauT yKe JaBHO cOekal ¥ BEpHYJICS B 3aMOK.

UYepe3 cekyHy MBI ObLTH JOMA.
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I'maBa BocbMasa. Komkn-MbpIIIKR

S mpocHynack, cajiko NOTAruBasch. [locne rHIION COIOMBI IPOCHYTHCS HA KPOBATH — OTHO
ynoBosbcTBHE. TeM Oonee 4To mepes CHOM 1 UCKyNaslach M Haenach 1o oTBajia. Peil nexal psijioMm,
OoOHMMas MeHs1. 5l ero MpUHIMNKUATIFHO He OOHMMAJIa, HO BO3MYIIIAThCS MOCIIE YBUIEHHOTO U Tiepe-
KUTOTO HE puckoBasa. Jlydie cnath ¢ KOTOM, 4eM co cKOoToM. HeT, MHe ¢ 0fHOI CTOpOHBI OBbLIO
HEMHOXKO TIPUSTHO, YTO MEHsI OOHMMAIOT, a C JIPYTOi CTOPOHBI 3TO KaK-TO HEMHOT'O IIPOTHBOPEYMIIO
MoOe¥ JIpeBHel MPUBBIYKE CIaTh B TOPIOM ofrHOYecTBe. Ecin s1 0OHUMY ero, OH IMoayMaeT, YTo OH
MHe HpaBUTCSl. A MHe Obl HE XOTEJIOCh, YTOObI OH TaK TyMaJl.

— Ckaxu 4ecTHO, — OYeHb OCTOPOKHO Havasa s, IJIssl, Kak ero Beku rnoaparuBaioT. HapouHo
MIPUKUHYJICS CIIAIMM. — A criaTh B OOHUMKY 00s13atesibHO? Hert, Hy ecim TeOe Tak OoJibilie HpaBUTCS,
TO OOHMMAI. . .

— Korna Th1 OblTa MasieHbKast, MbI BCET/Ia TaK CIaJH. .. B JoMe ObLJI0 OUeHb XOJIOIHO, II03TOMY
HOYBIO 51 3aJie3aJ1 K TeOe B KPOBATKY M MbI C TOOOW I'peNTUCh. 371eCh TOXe XOJOTHO. Thl HE XOuelb
MEp3HYTh, s HE XOUy MEP3HYTh... BOT MbI U criiM B OOHUMKY. ['peeM jpyr npyra, Kak KOrjaa-To.
HckmounTenbHO Mo HeOOXOAUMOCTH, — HosicHU Del, 4yTh MPUOTKpbIBasi 171232, a MOTOM J0OaBUJI. —
Vreman ceds1 3TOH MBICIIBIO.

S moBepHy/ach K HEMY CIHMHOW U MepeBepHyJa MPOJABJICHHYIO TOJIOBOM MOMYIIKY. B3risin
ynepes B cteHy. Kortucras pyka Jiexana Ha Moe Tanuu. §l 3akpbuia 171a3a ¥ ycHyJa.

A mpocHyach TOJNBKO B mofjieHb. Clierka JIepHYJIach, MbITAsSCh N30aBUTHCS OT HABAKJICHUS
HenpusATHOro cHa. CHUJIOCh MHE JIETCTBO.

Mausnenbkast Hactst ynmopHO BHIIMPAET BOJIOCH MOEH KYKJIE, a 1 CHXKY PSAJIOM, U MHE TaK XOUeTCsl
€e YIapuTh, HO s JIMIIIb TOCKJIMBO CMOTPIO, KaK JIIOOMMas UTPYIIKA MpeBpaliaercs B ayaopuie. 5
Jepraio Mamy 3a IMOofI0oN XajaTa, nokasbiBas pykor Ha Hactio. «lOuist, BO3bMU Jlydllie KHUKKY [TOYH-
Taii!» — 0OTMaxuBaeTcs Mama, 3a0Mpasich C HOraMu Ha iuBaH. Ho 51-TO 3HaI0: CTOUT MHE B35ITh KHUKKY,
KaK MaJICHbKUE PYYKH TYT Ke MOTSHYTCS 3a Hell. [IBepb OTKpbIBaeTcst — npuinen narna. OH Oeper
Hacrio Ha pyku, opOpaceiBaeT napy pas, ornyckaer Ha 1moJ. JJocraet u3 kapmaHa OOJIBIIION Jie/IeHell,
pasBopauuBaetr u gaet Hacre. Ta nokasbiBaeT KOH(GETY MHE, XBacTasiCh U IPa3HsICh, a MOTOM 3aC0-
BbIBaeT cede B poT. ..

MHe JtocTanach Torjaa MajieHbKasi moreprast 6apoaprcka, KOTOpPYIO s MOJTYa MOJIOKKIIA Ha TIOJ.
Her! He xouy 06 sTom BcriomuHath! He xouy! B HOCy mpOTHBHO 3aIIeKOTasI0, a BEKU CTaJId TAKUMU
TSDKEJIBIMU M3-3a HaOeXaBIIUX BHe3alHO cje3. S crana miyOOKO MABIIAaTh, YTOOBI YCTIOKOMTHCS.
He xBarano emie minakars npu kote! [TosTomy s 1 mpeanoynTaio crnath ofHa, YToObl B CIy4ae 4ero
HapeBeThCsl B MOMAYIIKY BClacTh. 1 cTUCHYIMA 3yObl, CTapasiCh CHOBA 3aJJBUHYTh 9TO BOCIIOMUHAHUE
Ky/1a-HUOY/Ib Ha 3aJBOPKHU Mojico3HaHus1. HeT, cie3a Bce-Taku ckaruiack. Haneloch, HUKTO He 3aMe-
THJL

— MBpiiiika, — cnagko U KoBapHo npoientan Peil, 4yTh MPUOTKPbIBas I71a3a U MPHKUMAasi MEHsI
K cebe, — [To-mMoemy, Mexay HaMU YTO-TO ecTh. .. VI oT 3TOro TBOE cepitie OyaeT OUThCsl OUeHb-OYEHb
YacTo. ..

41 3amepna B HanpsikeHUU. Crie3bl MOMEHTATBHO BRICOXJIH. [1py MbIcn 00 aOCTpakTHBIX, BO3-
BBIIIIEHHBIX U a0COMIOTHO HEYMECTHBIX MOHATHUSAX 51 CINIOTHYJMA. HukHee BeKO JIeBOro riasa crajio
PUTMUYHO MOJEPTrUBATHCSI.

— Haperoch, 4T0 3TO — TBOH XBOCT? — THXO MPEATIOIOKIIA sl CAMBIA O€300MTHbIN BApHAHT.

— Her! XBoct Tam, nasbiie. 910 «4TO-TO» OYEHb TBEPIOE U. .. 51 OBl JaXe CKa3all, XM, BOJIIeO-
HOE. .. — IPOAOJIKUI KPECTHBIN TEM K€ CJIaIKMM T'0JIOCOM, JEMOHCTPUPYsI KOHUUK XBOCTA, BBITJISIIbI-
BAIOILIMHA U3-3a CITMHEI.

HanpsikeHrie cMEHUIIOCH JKMBOTHBIM YKaCOM.
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— A TBI MOJKEIIIb 3aIIPAaBUTh BOJMIIIEOHYIO MAJIOYKY 0OpaTHO? — IETIOTOM CIIPOCHJIA 5. Y KaKI0ro
MYKYHUHBI IOJKEH ObITh cTeprkeHb. [IpaBa, y KOro-To oH — BHYTPEHHHI, a Y KOTO-TO — HE(DPUTOBBII.

— VBB, HET. DTO — MOJAPOK. .. — IPoIoKUI Delt, HacIax/1asiChb MOUM YKacOM.

Vkac MeJIeHHO TiepepacTall B TUXYIO ITaHKKY, ITPaB/a, yxke coBceM Apyroro poaa. [lomynoxmas
MbItb? HenoOutsiii ronyos? CHynast u gy0oBast Kpbica?

— OHo ernie Teruioe? — 1 CKpUBUIIACh, MPEACTABIIsSIA, KaK KOTHK BOILIONIAET CBOIO MEUTY «CIaTh
BYETBEpOM». f, OH, ero OyayIuil 3aBTpaK U MOW BUEpaIIHUi ykuH. V1 Bce Ha OHOM MOMYIIIKE.

— A TBI IOTPOTai. .. — MPEJIOKUT KPECTHBINA C KOBAPHOU YIIBIOKOM.

Mos... Yto Obl 3T0 HU OBLIO, 51 HE COOMPAIOCHh 9TO TPOTaTh, IIYMaTh U IPOBEPSATH.

— JlaBaii, Tporaii, He cTecHsICs!

Ero romy0Oble r1a3za cMOTpes Ha MEHs TaK, YTO CTaJIO MOHSITHO: TIOKA He MOTPOraio — OT MEHs
HE OTCTaHyT!

A pyKH C MBLIOM IOC/IE€ 3TOTO MbITh HE NpUAeTcs? A eci 51 «Clly4yaillHO» 3TO OTOpBY, OH
HE CHJIbHO OOMIUTCS? A eciii OHO ellle TeryieHbKoe? §1 BIOXHYIa, BHIJOXHY/IA, YTOObI YCTIOKOUTHCS.
Most pyka onacauBo MoIIapuia Moji COBMECTHBIM oiesiioM. Ero pyka Bioxuia MHe B JIaJOHb 4TO-TO
TEIUIoe M Tsokenoe. S MeJIeHHO I0cTala «HaXOIKy», KOTopasi Ha TIOBEPKY OKa3aslach HEB3pauHbIM
YKpalIeHUEeM C YePHbIM KaMHEM. 3a HUM TSHYJIaCh MacCUBHAas Lenouyka. 1 uro 3r0? 910 — MmHe?

— Cnacu6o! — ¢ obneryenueM B3/10xHYa 1. — Criack0o, 4TO 3TO — HE TO, O YeM S TIoAyMaia. . .
Hu nepsoe, H1 BTOpoe, HU TpeETheE.

— Hapenp Ha miero, — 3eBHy1 Peit, OTIycKast MeHsl.

— JlaBaii mOTOM, — KMCJIO YJBIOHYJIACH S, YAUBIISISICH TOMY (DaKTy, UTO MHE MOAAPUIIN TIOIAPOK. —
S moTom 00s13aTeNIbHO-0053aTENBHO TOMEPSIIO. . .

Banisig des cran odeHs TsxkebIM. S cesla Ha KpoBaTH, C:KMMasi B pyKe MOJAPOK.

— JlagHo, st HageBawo! — caanachk s, YTOObI HE OOMKATh KPECTHOTO, KOTOPBIM BAPYT HU C TOTO
HU C CEro pelm cieyiaTh MHe MOIapOK.

— A Tenepb NpeJCcTaBb, YTO ThI MBIIIKA, — 3¢BHYJ Pell, MOTSHYBIINCH U TPUBCTABast Ha JIOKTE. —
[pencraBinsii. Tel — MasieHbKasi, OeJieHbKast, C JUIMHHBIM XBOCTUKOM... C MaJleHbKMMHU PO30BBIMU
yIIKaM{ ¥ YepHBIMU OYCHHKaMU-TJIA3KaMH.

Sl 3asxMypuIIach ¥ OMbITAJIACh BOOOPa3UTh cedst MbIIIKOM. Korna st oTKpbLia 171a3a, To MoHsIa,
YTO MEHs MEepeHecsio0 Ha 3aCHEeKEeHHble POCTopsl. S ObUia ofHA Mocpeayu OeOCHEKHBIX XOJIMOB.
310 — myTKa Kakas-to? Yepe3 cekyHIy s yBHUeIa HEUTO OoJbinoe U yepHoe. OrpoMHas KOIavbsi
MOp/a, OT KOTOPOW Y MeHsI Ceplie yIIUIO B MATKUA. KOT OTKpBUI MacTh, U 5 TMXOPAJA0YHO TOMbITA-
nach O6exarh. .. bexarh, Oexarh, Oexarh... Kyga-aHubOyne. S XxoTena Bctath Ha HOTU, HO HE CMOIJIA,
no3Tomy Oexkajia Ha YeTBepeHbKaxX, CKaThIBASICh C OEJIbIX CyrpoOOB ofesia.

— Wrak, — oOMu3HYy/ICA KOT, TajieHbKO YiblOasch. — Cefiuac Mbl Oy/lieM T'OTOBUTH MBIIIKY.
MBelKa, Tel ToTOBa?

S mpocto cxanach B KOMOUYEK OT crpaxa. Bor 3ps s nosenack... [logapok! Omimyno, MeHs
celyac creadr!

—T'oroBa! — 3ameTui KOT, MOATATUBASACH U 3eBast. — [Ipsubcs. A Oyny 1eds uckarh... Cunrtaio
o peaguaru. Pas. ..

Sl nepHyack 1o GeJIHIM BOJIHAM, CIIPBITHYJIA Ha 0T, Opochiiack K 1Bepu. [IBepb Oblia 3aKphITa.
3aTo B yIiy s yBHJEJA I1IeJb, B KOTOPYIO €/1Ba IpoJie3a.

— IBaauars! — yeneimana s1. Cepaue yuuio B natku. — U rae ske Mmost Mbimka? I'e oHa crips-
Tajlach?

U TyT s moyyBCTBOBAJA, YTO MEHSI BHITATUBAIOT U3 YOEXKMINA 32 XBOCT. .. S mbiTanmach Oexarhb
BIepe]], HO MOPIOW IPOTOPMO3HJIA TTO TIONTY ¥ UyTh HE cJIoMajia AJIMHHBIE TiepeJHIe 3yOBbl.

— MpIiika, eciu Thl IpsYenibesi, TO Mpsubcs nenukoM. He 3a0biBail mpo xBoct. [laBaid, ere
pa3... MoxHo Oerarh M0 BCEMY 3aMKY, — 3aMeTHJI KOT, HACTyIasi Ha MPECIOBYTYIO YacTh Teja. —
Pa3... Iga... — HavaJs orcyer, youpas Jyiarmy.
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Sl mepeBena ayx u nodesxasna moj KpoBaTh, HAIILIA TPEIIMHY B CTEHE, ITPoJie3/ia B Hee U rorajia
B COCE/IHIOI0 KOMHATy. 3aMeTasach B ee IIeHTpe, MbITasCh MOHATh, KyAa OeXarh U Kyla MpsATaThCs,
Opocuiach B CTOPOHY I'Py/Ibl CTApO¥ TIOJIOMaHHOUM Mebeu. Tam Oblia errie oHa IesTb, KOTopast IIFH-
HBIM TIEPEXOJIOM Besia Ky/la-To BBepX. S MpOTHUCHynach B Hee W 3amepria Ha Mmecte. $1 3acTpsiia.
3actpsiia. .. S mpITanack BHIOpAThCS, HO TIOHSIA, YTO He Mory. .. [lens cimmkom y3kas. ..

S monbITasack ycnokouTbesl. [loka s crapayiach OTBJEUBCS OT MBICHIEH, YTO OCTaHYCh 37eCh
HaBCer/a, B TOJIOBY JIE3JI0 BCE MOIPSI.

— Mpimika? — pa3pgascs 3HakoMbii rosioc. — Tl rae? 4 Teds uyio, HO He BuxKYy. OTIMYHO, TIPOCTO
OTJIMYHO.

— S 3acTpsina. .. — mpocToHana si. — 1 6010Ch 3aMKHYTHIX IPOCTPAHCTB. . .

Ot yxaca s Havyajia 3aapixatbesi. JlepHynach Briepen, MOToM Haszad. Her, s JeHCTBUTENBHO
3acrpsiial

— Huuero, Mot MasieHbKUi KJIaycTpodo0, Jla3efKa ecThb. .. — COOOIIUIT KOT.

Otmuno! VYremmmm. «Bce Oymer Ha BbicoTe!» — MOJEPKUTE MOPAIBHO TOrO, KTO OOUTCS
BBICOTHI. «Jla3eika ecTh!» — YCIIOKOWTe TOro, KTO OOMTCS 3aMKHYTHIX MPOCTPAHCTB. «Bce Oyner
B IIOKOJIaze!» — oOHanexkbTe AuadeTuka. Y momyuute CTOMSTHCOT OYKOB B KapMy. Botock, 4To nx
Cpa3y 3aHecyT B Ta0Jo.

— Ceitvac norpo0Oyio J0cTaTh TeOsI JIAMOM. . . — pa3aalics Tojoc KOTa. — YBHI. .. Thl TaM ri1yooko?

— I'myGxe Hekyna!

He 3Haio, KTO 10 MeHsI JIa3UJI B 3TH IIEJIH, HO, KaXKETCsl, UCKJIIOUUTENIbHO TapakaHbl. HaTomak.

— Kaxk TbI cebs1 uyBcTBYyeIIb? — C U3[€BOYKOM CITPOCKIT KOT. — Kak 3a KaMeHHOM CTeHO?

— Kak B kameHHOI1 cTeHe! — OrpbI3HYJIach S, MBITAsSCh MAKCUMAJIBHO BBITOXHYTH M MOIBITATHCS
BBIOpAThCs caMOCTosATENbHO. — [Tomyunina Mecto B KpemiieBckoii cTeHe TOCpOYHO 32 0COOBIE 3aCITyTH
nepes; OTeYECTBOM.

ITo crene nocryvanu.

— Kro-xt0 B Tepemouke xuBer? KTo-TO B HEBBHICOKOM XXMBET? — pas3jajicsi TOJIOC, IaBsICh
OT cMexa.

— Mpimka-Hopymika! — 37100HO psIBKHYJA 51, HAIPbIBast CBSI3KH.

— «Hapyxkoii» Tl Obl ObLIa, €ci Obl CUieNla CHAPYKHU, — 3aMETUJI €XUHBINA TOJIOC, JAajbIle
MPOCTYKUBAsI CTEHY, — A TaK Thl — MBIIIIKA-BHY TPSTHKA.

— Berpsanka! — npoctoHasa s1, cHoBa aeprasch. — Bertanm mMens!

— Brl mo3Bonmsm B ciyx0y criacenus. [lepesenute TenedoH B TOHAIBHBIN pexuM. s coenu-
HEHUsI C OTIEPaTOPOM HaXXMUTE OfIMH, — Pa3/IaJiCsl CApKACTUIECKUI ToJIoC.

— Opun! — 3a0pana s1. VI cHOBa ycribliiana CTyK.

— Ceituac Bce oniepaTtopbl 3aHsThl. OcTaBaiiTech Ha JIMHUU. Baill 3BOHOK OueHb BakeH 17151 Hac! —
COOOIIIIT €XUHBIN TOJIOC, TPOCTYKHUBAsI CTEHY.

Paznancst ormymumTensHBI TPOXOT, MTOTOM OTBAJIWJICS KUPIWY, U KOTTHCTas pyKa JocTaia
MeHs. S YMXHyaa OT MbLIK, BUENMBIIUCH B criacuTebHbIN nasen. «[lepadona! IlleBadona!» — mpo-
HECJIOCh B TOJIOBE HA PA/IOCTSX OT YCJIOBHO-JOCPOYHOTO OCBOOOKICHHUS.

— He nepexwuBaii, ecm 4to — po3eTky caesiaeM. DJIeKTPUIecTBa HeT, 3aTo OyieT pozeTka. CMo-
XKeIllb COBAaTh Ty/a MaJIblbl, CKOJIIBKO Biie3eT. VICMOMHIM TBOIO JETCKYI0 Med... — HauyaJl KPEeCTHBIM,
a IMOTOM PE3KO AEPHYJICS Ha3al.

Io crene nuia rimy6okas TpemuHa. OHa pacroi3aiach, u. ..

CreHa pyxHyna, HoqHUMas oonako meutd. CeoM pa3aascs CTPAIIHbIHA IyM 32 OKHOM. Bbuie-
TEJIM CTEeKJIa.

— V¥ 1e0s1 uTO? — BOBMYTHJIACH 51, CHOBA uMxasi. — bariHio cHecno?

— He y mens, a y Hac... — co 3HaHueM jena Bo3pasui deil, BuirisapiBasi B OkHO, — Hecy-
1mas creHa Obita. .. Jlepas GamHs. .. KanutaabHO-KOCMETHYECKHM pEMOHT HaM Obl He TIOMeIIal, a TO
y Hac J1Ba ¢ MOJIOBMHOW KOPOJIEBCTBA, @ MBI )KUBEM C TOOOH KaK-TO Uyepecuyp CKPOMHO, €CJIU CYAUTh
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110 KOPOJIEBCKMM Mepkam. Huuero, 1eHbru Buepa mocTyIIIN, CMETY Ha PEMOHT s COCTaBUJI, OIOJIKET
CILJTAaHMPOBAL.

—Kxe... kxe... — mpoKaluIsIach si, BUCTUBIIUCH B €T0 KOTTUCTBIH TMaJIell.

— INomymaii o cebe, Kak O YeJIoBeKe... — pa3galicsi Tolnoc KpecTHoro. OH B3sT MEHs 32 XBOCT
Y OMyCTUJI Ha 1od. §] niersna, moakas nmoj ce0st KOHEYHOCTH.

— He BbIXOOMT. .. — MPOCTOHANA, MBITASCh OTOWTH OT MEPEKUTOTO yKaca.

deii nmpeBpaTUiICs B KOTa, pa3uHYJI MACTh, U TYT K€ s Cpa3y MpelcTaBuia ceOsi YeTOBEKOM.

Kot cnpnen Ha MHe.

— 1 e ToBOpHJI, UTO OO0 OBITH CBEpXy! — KOBApHO 3aMeTHJI OH, 0OMM3bIBasich. — Keratw,
HACYET PEeMOHTA. . .

— PemoHT? — BO3MyTUJIACh 5, OTpsIXMBasiCh OT mbuik, — Kakoit pemoHT? [louemy s y3Haio
00 3TOM TOJIBKO ceifvac?

— Tol ymMeemb ITyKaTypuTh? — CO 3HAHUEM JieJia IOUHTEPECOBAIICS KOT, OTPSXUBASICh OT MBLITH.

—Hy... lllTykarypuia onuH pas... — IPUIIOMHMIIA 51, OTPsAXUBast (PyTOOJKY U ITPOMKO YMXasl. —
[TpaBna, 310 OBLIO TABHO. . .

— A 5 yMel0 CTpeMsIHKY Ka4yaTh M YBOPAuMBAThCs OT JIETSINEro Imaress. A emie s JIoOmo
OCTaBJISAITh OTIIEYATKH JIall Ha elie MOKPOM IieMeHTe. Beernma MeuTan numeTs 3Be31y Ha Ajuiee CriaBbi!
MBb1 Gyniem OTJIMYHON KOMaH[IOM, €C/v pellrM cejiaTh pEMOHT CBOMMH pyKaMu, TeM OoJiee uTo 00si-
3aHHOCTH YKe pacrpeaennin! — oOpagoBaiics KOT, — S msth Jiet i Ha crporike! Koraa st B mepBbiii
pa3 motepcs 0 CTPEMSIHKY, TO MOHSLT, HACKOJIBKO CKYIT M YOOI MO CJIOBapHBIH 3amac. 3aTo Koraa e
MHUMO CTPOUTEILHOTO MarasuHa, jIsl MeHsI CTJI0 HEBEPOSTHBIM OTKPBITHEM, UTO HA3BAHUSI MHCTPY-
MEHTOB HAYMHAIOTCSI He Ha OYKBY «X». HO Maso Toro, oHu Bce HasbiBaloTcs mo-pasHomy! Tak kak?
Kak Hacuer peMOHTa CBOMMU pyKamu?

— Hacuer pemonTa s cornacHa, MOMMHU pyKamM# — HET! — KaTerOpUIecKy BO3MYTHJIACH s, — Tem
Oosiee 4TO THI Oy/IeIIb UCKTIOUUTEIFHO PYKOBOIUTH TiporieccoM! [Tomoru ot Teds1 HUKaKoii!

— Hy kT0-TO )€ momkeH ObITh popadom? Thl Oyaelns padoTaTh, a 51 OyLy HECTH OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb 32 TOTOBBIN Pe3YJIbTaT! — YCMEXHYJICS KOT. — 3Haelllb, YTO B TAKOM CJTydae camMoe BaXKHOE IS
MeHs1?

—KavecTBo 1 CKOPOCTB ? — CApKaCTHUECKH 3aMETHIIA 51, OTPSIXUBasI MbUIbHBIE BOIOCH. BOT oHa —
paHHSS CeMHA.

— I'maBHOe jy1st ipopaba — He OXPUMNHYTH! — MOCTaHOBMI KOT. — Tak kak? Mpllika rotoBa
MOCTHYb a3bl OJArOPOHON ApeBHEIer mpodeccru Mo MOMM YyTKUM PYKOBOJICTBOM, a 320THO
TIOTIOJTHUTD CJIOBapHbIii 3arac? nu noBepum 310 npodeccuoHanam?

— Buibupato npodeccronanoB. Her, Hy peMOHT — 310 xopoio! Y MeHs Toraa OyieT CBost KOM-
Hata! — oOpagoBasiachk s, MpeJBKYyIIas YIOTHYIO KPACUBYIO cliajieHKY. — M Mbl OyieM craTh OTAENbHO!

Kort TyT Xe mpuHSsIT YeIoBeuecKuil OOHUK.

— MBpimika, ThI OISATH 3a CTapoe? — Kak-TO He T0-100pOMY 3aMETHIT OH, HO TYT K€ YCMEXHYJICS. —
3Haenib, a AaBail nocnopuM. Ha xenanue. Ecim Thl BBIMrpaenib, TO OyJenib crarh OTAENbHO, U 5
BBITIOJTHIO JTI0OOE TBOE kenanue. Ho ecim nmpourpaeriib, To Mbl OyzieM CriaTh BMeCTe, 1 Tede MpUaeTcs
BBITIOJTHUTH JII000E Moe kenanue? VTak, criopim, 4To Thl caMa IMpHUJIEeIh KO MHE B rocTesb. 1 He mpo-
CTO TIpUEIIb. .. Thl IPUOEKUIIIb, 3aJIE3e1b MO OJEsII0, TPUKMEIIbCss KO MHE U OyJellb BCIO HOYb
OOHMMATh MeHs?

— X3! Eme yero! Ara, ceiiuac! Paznenncs u xau! [Ipubery s k Tede cioMsi TOJIOBYy! — KPHBO
YJIBIOHYJIACH $1, TSI HA HETrO CHUCXOIUTENIBHO, KaK HA YMAJIUIIEHHOTO. — A OOHUMY s TeOs1 TOJIbKO
B TOM CJly4ae, €ClIi 3aX04y IPUIYIIHTh.

— Criopum? — KpecTHbIif KOBapHO YJBIOHYJICA ¥ TIPOTSHYJ MHE KOITUCTYIO PYKy. — MBIIIIKa,
Ha KoHy xkenanue! Jlioboe!

— Criopum! — ycMexHyJach s, oxkumasi ee. JKeyanue — 31o xopouio!
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— Ormano! CmoTpr BHUMAaTeTbHO! {1 coznaio Tede mpooiiembl! — CllaIeHbKO 3asIBUJT KPECTHBIM,
nocraBas gorosop. — Jlasaii, mpuni! [Topa Ha padoty! K Beuepy Mbl 1OJKHBI OBITH Ha MecTe !

— Iloroau, Mbl He IOTOBApHBAIIMCH €XaTh Kyda-To! — ynepiach s, IOHMMasi, 4TO OH YTO-TO
3aaymMall. A §I-TO Aymaio, OTKy[a Takasi yBepeHHOCTb?

— Ho u He yTouHsIM, 4yTO peusb UAET O Hallel MOCTebKe, He Tak Jin? — KpecTHBIN Mookl
PYKY MHE Ha IJIe40 U CJIeTKa CXaJl KOTTSIMU, KOBapHO TJIsAs B T1a3a. — JlaBaii, Mol mpHHIL, 1iej10e
KOpOJIEBCTBO Ha jiopore He Bajsercsi! Tem Oosee 4To ecay Mbl He TIPUCTYIIAM CETOfHs, MPUIETCS
JKIaTh ele JeT aecathb. Onesaiics, mockakaium!

keksk

— Ckopo 4 ¢ TeOs1 ieHbr'r 3a mpoe3]] Oyay Oparh! — BO3MYTHIACK 51, KOTJa KOT OIMSATh PacIoio-
JKUJICS HA MOEH 111ee.

SHiiedanuT MeIeHHO, HO BEpPHO TIOKUIAJI MOY BHE3AITHO PACIITMPHUBIIUECS BJIAJICHUS.

— Mpimika, He 3a0bIBaid, 4TO y MEHS — IMTPOE3JHOM | — HATIOMHIJT KOT, IIEKOYa MeHS YCUIIIAMHU.

— ocnymaii. [Tpoe3ausie OO0 «kOnskotoTpaHcnopt» He BbAaeT. Ha MHE MOryT KartaTbCst
OecCIuIaTHO TOJIBKO JILTOTHUKY ! IHBaTU 1bI, IEHCHOHEPHI 1 eTH /10 1iecTr! Thl y HaC SIBHO He peOeHOK
Y He MeHCHoHep... XM... Ha uHBanma Toxe He OXOX, — 3aMeTUJIA 5, CKOCHBIIUCH Ha JIOBOJILHYIO
KOIIIAYbl0 MOCBKY.

— A ecii MHe, HallPUMEP. .. M. .. JAEBIHOCTO YeThIpe rofga? — OCBeIOMUIICS KOT. — MHe yxe
nopa Ha nieHcuio? VInu 4 elre HerioXo COXpaHWICs ISl CTOJb TIOYTEHHOTO BO3pacTa?

H-na... S u 3a0bu1a, 4TO UMEIO AEJIO C HEOOBIYHBIM KOTOM.

— JlamHo, eciu TBI Tak Xouelb. .. Ho yuru, Oyzenis BpeIHU4aTh, K IEHCUX MPUOABSATCS JTIbIOTHI
10 MHBIMAHOCTHU! — YCMEXHYJACh S1.

— A TBI 3Haelllb, YTO 51 — OUEHb 3JIONAMSITHBIA KOTUK? — €XUAHO 3aMETHJI MO MOXHATBIN Mac-
caxup. — [ToBepb MHe, KOria Thl Oy/IeIllb BHITIONHATL MOE KeJlaHWe, 51 TOXe YTOUHI0, Tiepe/iaBasia Jid
THI JICHBI'M 32 TIpoe3/]? Bolock, UTO B 9TOT MOMEHT ThI Oy/elllh MEHbIIIE BCero IyMath 0 (PMHAHCOBOM
CTOpPOHE BOITPOCA. ..

— ®y-y-y-y! — BO3MYTHIACH 51, CKPUBUBIIMCh. DHIIE(aTIUT BCTall, KAK BKOMAHHBII.

— 910 5 He Tebe. Thl — XOPOIIMI MaTbYMK. .. — TIOIJIAAWIA 1 KOHs 1o rpuBe. — [laBail, moTu-
XOHEUKY. . .

— 3HauuT, KOHS Thl IJIAUIIIb, & MEHSI — HET? — PEBHUBO 3aMeTHJI KOT, 3aep3aB Ha IIiee.

— OH Bcera 3araJJo4HO MOJTYUT, — €IKO 3aMeTHIa 5. — A y TeOs poT He 3aKphiBaeTcs!

— 3Haeb, Kakoi y MeHs jeBu3? He mpocuTh, He YHMKAThCS, MPOCTO MOJIYa OOMKaThes! —
eXHUJIHO MPOU3HEC KOT MHE Ha yX0. — MoxeT, MHe Ha TeOs1 oOUJeThCs Kak clieayer?

— 310 5 JOMMKHA Ha TeOsT OOMXKaThCsi! A HACUeT TBOETO KeJIaHUsI — MeUTaTh He BPEeIHO. DTOrO
Hukorga He Oyet! Hukoraa! Tl MHE HpaBHITIBCS TOJIBKO TOT/IA, KOT/IA CHacaeib MHe Xu3Hb! B 10T
MOMEHT ThI JISWCTBUTEJILHO MHE HPABUIIBCA. Thl CTAHOBHIIIBCS TIOXOKHMM HAa MYXXUYUHY, — SITIOBUTO
oTBeTHA 5. — EC/IM OJMH 1713 3aKPhITh, JPYTOM MPHIIYPUTh M OTOUTH TTOJAJIBIIIE.

— Hy, 3HauuT, npuercs novaiie Cracath TBOIO XW3Hb! — MApUpPOBall KOT. — A 4TOOBI MHE
MIPUIILIOCH €€ TToYallle CracaTh, TedOe MPUJIETCS Movaille e puckoBath! Tebst 3a A3bIK HUKTO HE TSHY!
['maBHOE, 9YTOOBI MHE BHE3aITHO 3TO HE HAJIOeTI0, U s He YIIes B 3aKaT ¢ OyThUIKOM BUCKH, OCTaBUB
TeOs1 HaeMHE C OTOJIOJABIINM IPAKOHOM.

«Barma kucka Kynuia Obl BUCKH! — MBICJIEHHO YCMeXHYJach s1. — 1 Hepemo Oyxana O u3 MUCKH | »

MBpI exaJti 1o Kakoy-TO MbITBHOM JIopore. YeM Jajblie exaid, TeM CTAHOBHIJIOCH BCe MpayHee
1 MpauHee. U TyT 51 yBUIe/la OMUHOKUIN CUITY3T, CHIALMEA Bo3je noporu. Cyns 1o BUIY — Kakas-
TO CTapyxa.
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— Kro 31ech? Eme ofuH npuHIl, KOTOPBIN CKayeT Ha BHIPYUKY 3aKOJIJIOBAHHOM MpHHIecce? —
npomamMkasa 6adka, mogHUMast Ha MeHs 11a3a. OHU ObUTM 3aTSHYTH KaKOK-TO OeIeco MnesieHon. —
Xouerb, noragaio? Beio mpaeny pacckaxy!

O! D10 nnTepecHo. Jloomo raganus! IHTepecHo, 4To Oyayiiee MHe CyIuT?

— A CKOJBKO CTOMT rajanue? — MOMHTEPEecoBaslach 5, 3AMETHO OXHUBISISACh U TIPUKHU/BIBAS,
CKOJIBKO JICHET $1 B3s1J1a C COOOM.

— 300T10M, — poKpsixTena crapyxa. — Cyie3b ¢ KOHSI M1 BO3bMH MEHsI 32 PYKY.

— TonbKo He 3TO! — BO3MYTHJICS KOT, 3aKaThiBas Ma3a. — Ouepeanas mapnaranka. U Tel B 310
Bepuiib? $1 ObUT 0 TeOe JTydinero MHeHus !

1 GpICTpO clie3na ¢ KOHs, MPOTSIHYJIA el TagoHb U cyHy/a aeHbru. Crapyxa, onupasich OTHOM
PYKOH Ha BHUTHEBATYIO KIIIOKY, MOMNbITANIACh BCTaTh, HO TYT K€ cejla OOpaTHO Ha MpPUAOPOKHBIN
KaMeHb.

Oma B3s71a MeHsI 32 PYKY, U 51 3aMETHO HAMpPSIIach.

— 51 BuXxy npeBHee MpoKIsAThe. Heckombko MpoKIATHi. YOUiilia MPOKJIAT 32 CBOU 3JIOACSHUSI.
3710 BEpHYJIOCh U KaXAET MecTU. Y Thl OTEPIUILb COKPYIIUTEIbHOE MopakeHne. OHO MOCTaBUT
TeOs1 Ha KOJIeHH. .. A moToM. .. [ToToMm... — mpou3Hecna cTapyxa U TYT e 3aKaiuisiiack. — He Oymy
00 9TOM TOBOPUTD. .. DTO IEUCTBUTEIBHO MEP3KO U YKACHO. .. AX MYpAIIKH MO KOXE. ..

51 mopHsina GpOBH, MBITASICh TIOHSTh, YTO BCE STO 3HAYMT, a IOTOM BBIpBaJIa CBOIO PYKY. Y MEHs
CaMo¥ IO CIMHE TI0OeXKaIM MypAIIKX OT XKYTKOTO MTPOPOYECTBa. .. S OToIUIa MoAANbIIe OT CTAPYXH,
BCE €Il HaXO/SICh MOJ1 BIEYATJICHUEM OT YCIIBIIIIAHHOTO.

Crapyxa NMoHsIach ¢ KaMHsI, TUXO KPSIXTS HA BCE JIA/IBl:

— Bce! PaGouwnii nenp y MeHs 3akoHumiics. Utak, mogsenem uror. CerogHs s HAIpopoYmIia
AT CMEPTEH, TPU U3HACWIIOBaHUS, 1IecTh cyrnuaoB! HemHoro He norsarusaio no miaHa... Hajgo
OyneT 3aBTpa MoOOIbIle N3HACHIOBAHUIA TIPOPOYHUTb.

Crapyxa Hanrynasa Kakoi-To y3eJIOK 3a KaMHeM, TlepecunTala IeHbI'M 1 oopesa mo JI0pore.

— MHe BOT MHTEpECHO, — SI3BUTENBHO 3aMETUJI KOT, SIBHO HACIAXAasCh MOUM 3amellaTelb-
crBoM. — Kakoii nokazaresib Thl CErOAHS MOAHIA STON ONTUMUCTUYHON TpoBUAMILIE?

— He epanuaii. MHe 1 Tak He 10 ce0e. .. — IOeKUIACh 51, YyBCTBYS HETIPUSITHBIN OCaJOK, IOCTIE
ycabimanHoro. Eme Ov1! $1 oxxunana ycpiaTth 4To-HUOYIb PO yCIieX, MPo Kapbepy, a He PO KaKkoe-
TO ApEBHEE 3JI0 U MPOKJISATHE!

— Mpimika, 3aroMH| OfiHY Belilb. YTo Obl HH CITy4rIIOCh — pa3depemMcst, — YCMEXHYJICS KOT, SIBHO
JOBOJIBHBIN YCIIBIIIIAHHBIM.

— TblI, ciy4aiiHO, He BBHIILIEYTIOMSHYTOE BCEJIEHCKOE 37107 — MOJ03PUTEILHO MOMHTEPECOBAIACH
s1, B30Mpasich Ha KOHSI.

— Tot ipcTUIIBL BeeieHckoMy 311y ! Kak roBopsT: «CTpaliiHee KOIIKY 3Bepst HET!» — yCMEXHYJICS
KOT. — Hasto 6b110, 4TOOB M MHE morafainu. byayTt iau y MeHst HacneqHuku? i MeHsl 3TO — O4YeHb
BAKHBIN Y MPUHIUITUAJIBHBINA BOIIPOC.

— Ilp-Pp-dp! — npeicHyna 51, HaknoHsAsACh BHepel. — Hacnegnuku uyero? Komaubeilt mucku
M makera cyxoro kopma? HacietH1KY MogymKy 1 KOpoOOuKu?

— 51 M ocTaBITIO B HACTEJCTBO CBOM XapakTep! — sI3BUTENILHO 3aMETHII KOT MHE Ha YXO.

— Iomanu mup! — B3Monmiack s1. — Tedst ogHOrO emy BronHe goctatouHo! He yckopsiii ano-
KaJIMIICUC, TIOKaTyicTa. .. beHast Mx mMaThb, OHa Xe. ..

— 3Haeb, kajeTb ceds — noceJHee Ae0! — eXHIHO OTBETHII KOT M ITOKa3aJl XBOCTOM HaIlpaB-
nenue. — Hampago!

S cmotpena Ha nBe goporu. OnHa BBHIIAAENA AOCTATOYHO JKMBOIMCHO, 3aTO Jpyras cpasy
BBI3BIBAJIA ACCOIMAIINY C IOOPOTHBIM (PHIIBMOM YKacOB.

— A MoxeT, HalleBo? — ¢l ycTaBMIIach Ha «KU3HEPAJOCTHYIO» JOpOry. DHiiedaiut cpa3y B300-
PUJICS ¥ TIOTSIHYJI MEHSI B CTOPOHY TOHPABHBIIETOCS] HAM HAIlPaBJICHHUSI.
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— JIns Toro, 9ToOBI CXOIUTH HAJIEBO, HYKHO ISl HaYaJla BBIATH 3aMyX! — YCMEXHYJICS KOT. —
bpak Ha nisiTh MUHYT He cuuTaercs. [loaToMy Mbl efieM Hanpago!

SHiedanuT ObLT KaTerOpUIecKH He coraceH. S, Mexay mpounm, Toxke. KoHb mpukan ymm
Y CTaJl MSATUTHCS, MMOKA3bIBasi MOP/ION HAJIEBO.

— JIBoe pOTUB OAHOTO, — 3aMEeTHIIA 51, pasryisabiBas Kapty. Bee goporu Benmm k 3aMky. Kakas
pasHuIa, 1Mo Kakou exarb?

— Hy u ommmuno! Tel moenens HaieBo, s oWy HampaBo. Berperumces y 3amka. Eciu Tebe
MoBe3eT! — yCMEXHYJICS KOT, CIIPhIrMBasi ¢ MeHs. — Eciiu uto — kpuun! YUTH, 1 OTKJIMKHYCh TOJBKO
Ha «J[1oOuMBbIii!».

Bort tak u pazonuimch Haim 10poru. Mbl ¢ DH1ieauTOM OTIPABUINCH HAJIEBO, KOTI, TOPIO
3ajpaB XBOCT, momies HanpaBo. C Kak/IpIM IIaroM BIIyOb Yally oOpora CTaHOBUJIACh BCE MpavHee
1 MpayHee. [ 1e-To BbLJT OQUHOKHI BOJIK M CJIBIIIAJICS SKEHCKUH Tojioc. $1 B3/IporHysia u npuciaymia-
J1ach.

— V-y-y-y-y! — pazgaBasiocs oTKyna-To U3 3apocieil. Ha TpaBe Basisiyiach nepeBepHyTas Kop-
3MHKA C MUPOKKAMHU.

— Hy naBaii, muiblii, 1aBaii. .. X04ellb — Ha MOJISTHKE . .. XOYelllb — B KYCTHKaX. .. [ 71e xouelb. ..
Ha, Musblid, cienai 310. .. 4 npomry Teds. .. Eme HemMHOXeuko. .. Emie 4yTb-4yTh. .. — pa3gaics yMmo-
JISIOIIUM KEHCKUH ToJioc. I MyuuTebHO MOKpacHea.

Yepes napy MUHYT Ha JIOpOre MOsIBUJIACH XPYITKas JIEBYIIIKA B KPACHOM IIallOYKe U B KPACHOM
Tu1aIie ¢ OOJBIIMM U OYeHb YIIMTAaHHBIM BOJIKOM Ha ITOBOJIKE.

— JlaBaii, KaK ThI JIOOUIIIb, TIPSIMO Ha JIOpPOTe. .. — MPEAJIOKUIA OHA, OTITYCKas TIOBOAOK. Bojk
CTPaJaJIbueCKU MOCMOTPEJT Ha JIEBYIIIKY U MOJ)KaJl XBOCT.

— Tak, ThI OyHeIlb 3TO JeNaTh WK HeT? — BOBMYTHUJIACH JEBYINKA, a IIOTOM YBUETa MEHs. —
[TpoctuTte, OH coxpall UTO-TO HE TO, a Temnepsb... [IpucaxuBaercsi, XBOCT MOJIHUMAET U CTPAJAET. ..
Vike nBa nHs. {1 ero B jiec BeIBena, yToOkl OH. .. Tak! Kyna k mupoxkam TsHerbest! HemssecTHo, KTO
ux TyT 6pocui! ®y! Henwzs! [Ipryunnia K mUpoKKam Ha CBOIO TOJIOBY! A HY ILTIOHB !

Bonk yke XOMSUrI IMPOXKOK, C YKACOM KOCSCh Ha CBOIO XO35IHKY. MHe ObUIO MHTEPEeCHO, Kak
Takasi XpyrnkKasi MWIOBU/IHAsI JEBYIIIKa CyMesia IPUPYYuTh BOJIKa. Majio TOro, 4To mpupy4uTh, TaK
elle 1 3acTaBUTh ero cedsi 0o. ..

— AX, Thl! — 3a0pajia OHa TakK, YTO NTHULIBI CJIETEH C IEPEBLEB, U IUIEMHYJIA BOJIKA IO MOPAE. —
A ny 6picTpo TuTioHY:T! [Tmons! S KoMy ckazana! A BIpyr oH OoTpaBieH?

Boutk mpoceit Ha J1anax, pacKpbul acTh, U OTTY/Ia BRIBATWIICS skeBaHbI MUposkoK. [Tlapaxuysics
naxe DHuedanuT. S cama KOHBYJILCUBHO JA€PHYJIACH.

— Ilpoctute, — BeXJIMBO U3BMHWJIACH AEBYIIKA, IONPaBIsAs CheXaBIlylo marnouky. — Bee! Toi
HakazaH! C noBojxka Oosnbine He cryty! Tor Mmenst monsu? Tbhl MEHA TIOHAJI?!!

SuiedaruT MocMoTpes Ha MeHs UcKoca. Sl HeMHOTro mpHiuia B cedst Iociie YBUICHHOTO, M MbI
ME/IJIEHHO TPOHYJIUCh J1aJIbIIIE.

— JlaBaiite s Bac mpoBoxky? — 3ameTiuia KpacHas [llamouka, noronsist Hac. — MoxeT ObITh U 9TOT
Haymaet! 9 yxke ero K Jiekapio Bo3uia. XOpoIuii ObLT JieKaph, 3HaOIW. .. Koraa s emy BepHysia ero
PYKY, OH CKa3aJl, YTOObI B CJICAYIOIIHIA Pa3 Mbl IIPUE3KaIM B HAMOPIHKKE. BOTUOK y MeHs He ToUTH
KycaeTcsl... XOTUTe MOraJuTh?

Ara, BCIO JKU3Hb MeuTaja!

— A y Te0s ecTh JOMAIIIHUE XUBOTHBIE? — cripocuiia pasroBopunBas Illamouka, uas psgaoMm.
Bosik cMoTpesn B cTOpoHYy Jieca, pUKuMast yIlli U KOCSICh Ha XO3SIUKY.

— Kor, — 6psiknyna .

— A s-T0 nymarto, 4to oH Tebs Tak HioxaeT? OT Tebs kotom maxHer! — 3ameTuia Illanouka,
Jeprasi BOJIKa, KOT/Jla TOT MOMbITAJICS TIOHIOXaTh KYCThI. — 3aMyKeM?

— Vxke HeT, — B3JIOXHYJIA 5, BCIIOMHUHAS HETaBHUIA, HeJOJITUI Y HECUACTIIMBBIN OpakK.
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— W g toxe. A Ha npuMeTe KTO-HUOYIb ecTh? MHe MpocTo M000NBITHO? A TO TaKOe 1yBCTBO,
YTO NIEPEBEUCh HOPMaJIbHBIE MY)KUKH ! — CIIPOCHJIa HE B MEpPY pa3roBOpUMBasi «BOTYATHHUIIA». Bosk
TIOTIBITAJICS] COKPATh KaKylo-TO AOXJIATHUHY, HO XO35HiKa €ro pe3Ko JepHyJa, U OefHsATa TYT Ke Iepe-
AyMaJl.

—DM... — MHOTO3HAYUTEJIHHO BbIJAJIA 5, HAMEKAsI, YTO CKOPEe «HET», UeM «JIa».

— ¥V MeHs# Tak xe. Bpone Obl M cuMnaTyHast, HerTymnasi, KuibeM o0ecriedyeHa, TOTOBUTh YMeIO,
a BCe C MY)XMKaMH He Be3eT, — B3oxHy/a [llamouka, geprast Bojika 3a MOBOJOK, KOTJa TOT PEIlu
nonu3ars TpaBuHKY. — Henb3s! S komy ckazana? Pagom! Pa-nom! PAJOM!!! Ilpunepcs HenaBHO
MBSHBIN JpoBoceK. HactoitunBo TpedoBast mooBu U tacku. Tormopom yrposxait. [Torom 3axoTen ieHer.
Cran TpeboBath, YTOOHI 51 eMy JEHBIM J1asa, & OH MeHs 32 3T0. .. balyiika Ha padote Oblia, a 51 OqHa
noma. $1 emy mombITanach OOBSICHUTb, YTO B TAKOM KJIIOYE 3HAKOMCTBO HY HMKAK HE COCTOUTCH...
3Haelb, My;KYMHbI — OYEHb TSKeJIble JIIOM. .. [la, Muibiid?

S conupapHo B310XHYJIA. BOJK MOCMOTpesT Ha CBOIO XO3SIAKY.

— U BooGime 3aeck HeOe3zomacHo. OcoOOEHHO OMHOKOM AeByIiKe... CUMTaoT, YTO pa3 OqHa
KUBY, TaKk Bce MOxHO! JlasHo, oka! Bputo oueHb nMpusTHO ¢ TOOOW MO3HAKOMUTHCS ! — OMPOIIAIach
Kpacnas [llanouka, 1 g noexasna JajibLie.

SHueaauT CHOBa MOCMOTpPEJI Ha MeHsl. Sl morpemnana ero 1o rpuse.

— Xopoluil MaJb4MK. .. — B3I0XHYJIA 51 JJACKOBO U HEKHO. — 3aMeuaTe/IbHbIi JIOMaAKuH!

[Nepen Hamu 13 TyMaHa BBIPACTAN YepHbIA MPaYHBIN 3aMOK. BO3Jie 3aKpBITHIX BOPOT HAC HETep-
TMeJIMBO KA1 KOT.

— CrpaHHO, 4TO TeOsI HE CHENH... — 3aMEeTWJI OH, CTyda XBOCTOM. — OUeHb CTpaHHO. A TO
TOBOPSAT, YTO Ha TOM JOpore 000pOTEeHb MPOMBIIUIET. YacTo HAXOAAT U3yBEUSHHBIE MYXCKHUE Tesla
C HOKEBBIMU PAHEHHSIMH U CJI€/IaMH BOJTYBHX 3yOOB.

S mpomomuana. DHredanuT MocMoTpes Ha MeHS W 3apkal. MyXKJYMHBl — OUeHb TSIKEJIble
monu. .. Tenepb MOHSATHO, TOYEMY BOJIK TAKOH YITUTAHHBIN.

— JlagHo, MpbImika, — 3aMeTHJI KOT, (PbIpKast OT AOCafbl, YTO MEHsI He MPUIILIOCh criacarh. —
Jo6po noxanoBaTh B 3aMOK! Ceifyac OTKpOIO JBEpb.

KoT mmbIrHys CKBO3b MPYThs, M Uepe3 MUHYTY ABEpPb OTKpbUIach. Bech mapk mpencTaBisi
yX)acHoe 3penuite. JlepeBbs uepHble, Oe3 JIMCThEB, Ha )KYXJIOW TpaBe JIeKalu cTapble BeTKU. [lopora
K 3aMKY TIOUTH 32pOCJIa, a IPsSIMO Ha CTYTIEHSIX, BEAYIIMX K OCHOBHOMY BXO[LY, JIEXKAJIM MOKEITEBIINE
yeperna. OrpomMHasi IBepb ¢ KOBAaHOW PYYKOH-KOJIBLIOM C MPOTSKHBIM CKPUIIOM OTBOPUJIACH, M MBI
BOIIUIY B TIBUTBHBIN 1 TEMHBIN 3aJ1. VI3 BHICOKMX OKOH MTPOHMKAJ TYCKJIBIH CBET, U MbUIb CEpeOpHIach
B ero sydax. [Isuth Obuta Be3ne. Ha nmepriax, Ha mopTperax, MOJEPHYTHIX cepol mayTuHOH. [Bepb
32 HAMH C TPOXOTOM 3aXJIOIHYJIaCh, OTYETO 51 B3POrHYJIA M CKaJIaCh B KOMOYEK.

— V-y-y-y-y! — pazganocsk nozaau. Cepaiie yXHYJIO B IATKH, 2 MOYEBOH ITy3bIPh, KOTOPBIA ObLI
HaIpsiKeH KaK TepPOPUCT, 3aXBATHBIIHIA 3aI0KHUKOB, UyTh HE CIAJICS U HE BBIITYCTUII BCEX. ..

— V-y-y-y! — ycnblmana st CHOBa, pe3ko 000paunBasich M YyBCTBYS, KaK IO KOXe HaYaJIcs Mac-
COBBIH 3a0er Mypariek. Kot mesn cieom, TOBOTBHO YIIbI0asCh.

— Dro g Tak Bocxuialock! He oOpaias BHUMaHUS, — SOBUTO 3aMETHJI KOT, Pas3ryisabIBast
CyMpauHbIe JIMI[a Ha MOTYCKHEBIINX MOpTpeTax. — Y-y-y-yx Thi! Kakas kpacora!

Sl mopHsANack MO JIECTHHUIIE, CITyIIasi CBOM OAMHOKHME Iark B TYJIKOW THIIMHe. CHOBaA IIsSHYIA
Ha3aja, HO Kota He Obuto. Tak! Kyma oH nencs? S1 moBepHysach 0OpaTHO M TYT K€ yBUeNa Tiepes
co00i1 TOBOJIbHYIO KOIIIAUblo MOPAY, KOTOpast ycTaBMIach Ha MeHsi. KOT cuzen Ha MbUTbHBIX TIepHJIax.

— By! Tb1, r1aBHOE, HUYETO HE OOWCS. .. — CIA/IKO 3aMETUJ OH, MOTSATUBASICh U BHITMOASICh.

4l mna mo KOpUAOpPY, YyBCTBYs, UTO MOPTPETHI CIEAT 32 MHOHM M3 TIOTYCKHEBIIMX OT BPEMEHH
pam. B 3aMke ObLJIO MPOXJIagHO, HO BO3/yX Ka3ajics OueHb 3aTXJIbiM. HakoHell 51 yBuiena OobIyo
TSDKEJTYIO JIBEPb, HO CTOWJIO K Hel IPUTPOHYTHCS, KaK MEHs TYT e OTOPOCHIIO Ha3aj.

— OTKpO#? — KUBHYJNA 5 KOTY.
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— VBBI, YTOOBI IBEPh OTKPBLUIACH, HY’KHO TPOBECTH 3/1eCh TpU HOUH. S1 pa3Be He roBopmi1? Her?
BxomnHas 1Bepb 3aKpbUIach, Ha3aj JOPOTU HET! — 3eBHYJI KOT. — A Teneps BbIOUpaeM, re Oy[eM crartb.
S crumo B ceBepHOM Kpbule. Thl — B 10:kHOM. Bee, Kak TbI 1 xoTesna, Mplika.
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I'naBa neBsitass. He cMOTpH 1 He 00JIM3bIBaNCS

B 10)kHOM KpbLle OKa3aaoch MbUILHO, TPS3HO M MpadHO. B ceBepHOoM — He syume. Tak 4yTo
BBIOOpa 0cOOO0TO He OBLIO.

— Wrak, MbliKa, — yCMEXHYJICSI KPECTHBIN, OTKPbIBAsI IBEPh B CBOIO KOMHATY. — 3aroMUHai
ciofa fopory. 5 naxe ABepb 3aKpbIBaTh He OyIy ¥ Cpa3y IMPUTOTOBIIIO ABE MOAYIIKU. [ TaBHOE, YTOObI
THI ycIiesa 100exXarb. . .

— Ecnu 51 Kyna-To HOUBIO 1OOEry, TO TOJIBKO B TyaJIeT, — YCMEXHYJIach 51, ISMOHCTPATUBHO IIarast
10 KOPUIOPY B CTOPOHY «CBOEW» CIAJIbHH.

41 BrIOpana KOMHaTy ¢ OOJBIION KPOBATBIO M CTPSIXHYJA TbUTb ¢ TOAYyIIKH. Ha momymike ObL
Yel-TO BOJIOC, KOTOPBIH 51 Ope3rmBo yopasa, a Ha MaTpace KpacoBaiach kentas Jtyxa. 1 nepesep-
HyJIa MaTpac YMCTOI CTOPOHOM BBEPX M JIeryIa, He pa3zieBasich. B camorax crath HeynoOHo. S cHsia
UX U [OCTaBWJIa PAJIOM C KPOBAThIO, MITASICh CHOBA YJIeubcs. 3acTeKKHM Kam3os1a Kosouu. [Ipuiuiock
CHATH KaM30J1 ¥ OPOCHTH €ro psaoM. fl MOTAHyNIach, ClIaJKoO 3€BHYJIA, IS, KaK Ha MEHs C Mpad-
HOTO TIOPTpPeTa CMOTPUT KaKOM-TO HeB3pauyHbI Myxk4nHa. C TakoW BHEIIHOCTBHIO HY)XKHO TpaOUTh
Oanku. M Ha Xyoii koHell — 6aHKoMaThl. HUKTO He Oro3HaeT, HUKTO He 3alIOMHUT. §] CHOBa CJ1ajiko
3eBHYJIa, B30M/Ia MOAYIIKY. 3a OKHOM yxke TeMHeno. Ha HeGe 3aropenuch nepBble 3Be3/1bl, MepLast
CKBO3b TsIKeJIbIe TyuH. [lymato, 4to ecim 3abappuKagipoBaThes, TO MOKHO CHIOKOMHO ITPOCHATh XOTh
70 yTpa.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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