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B mupe, r71e kenaHue BeleT K rudesu, a oT4asiHue CTAHOBUTCS MTOPTAJIOM B UHBIE
peabHOCTH, IoHas1 MelaHus JieiaeT OTYasTHHBIA BHIOOP: 3aKJIIOUUTh CIENKY C
camoit Temoit. [leTepOypr cTaHOBUTCS KapTOW BHYTPEHHETO CTPAHCTBUS TEPOUHHU.
Ee moucku — 3To He MyTh K BJIACTU UM MECTH, a K MPOIIEHUIO U JTIOOBU, HECMOTPS
Ha MpeaarebCTBO, YTPAThl M BHEIIHee paBHOAYIIME Mupa.Jliotudep, BorioneHe
co0Jsia3Ha v yTOMUU AJIsI CTPAJAIONINX, TPEMOTHOCUT MelaHuM KOMITPOMUCC:

32 UCTIOJIHEHHbIE MEUThl — 3a0paTh MOCAESIHION KPYIUILy HaaeKabl. TONbKO Ha
camMOM JTHE MOXHO OCO3HATh 1IeHy uyaec. MenaHusi IpoXOgUT CKBO3b MPeNIBEPUs
ajla — He paJv BJACTH, a YTOObI B3MISIHYTh B IJIa3a TOM, UTO CTaja MPUYUHON ee
oarHouecTBa 1 0ou. CriocoOHa Jin JTI0OOBb UCLIETUTH TO, YEMY HET OnpaBaaHus?
Yepe3 Maruio ¥ TbMy aBTOp OECCTpAIIIHO BEJET YMTaTeNsl K UICKPEHHEMY KaTapCucy.
3Ta KHUTAa — BJOXHOBJISIIOIIVI TMMH TEM, KTO TIOTepsiT ce0s1, HO OTBAKUJIICS
MPOCTUTH MU pajii oOpeTeHusi ce0s1 HaCTOSIIETO.

© BabymkuH B., 2026
© Astop, 2026



B. badymkun. «Menanus u Jliouudep»

Coaep:xanue

[TPOJIOT

[JIABA 1. [IOOKWIBIIII

[JIABA 2. ®EU U PO3I'N

[JIABA 3. HEIIOTPEBHA I JIEBKA
[JIABA 4. TPUTOPUN

Konen o3HakomMuTeIbHOTO (pparmMeHra.



B. badymkun. «Menanus u Jliouudep»

Baagumvup baoymkun
Menanus u JIromudep

IHPOJIOT

N mumis mo0Bu 1o CUJ1y TbMy OCTAHOBUTD. . .

BocbiMu Horamu, BIIaKHBIMH OT U3HYPSIIOLIEH skapbl, MeaHus cTynajia Ha pacKajieHHbIe YIIIH,
BBICTUJIABIINE Y3KYIO IOPOXKKY K 11eJ1 ee HazHaueHus1. OOHa)KeHHOTO TeJla IeBYIIKY KaCaUCh SI3bIKU
IJIaMEeHU, HAIOMUHAIOIIME TO PaWiCKUe JIMJIOBBIE 1IBETHI, TO MACTU KPOBOXKAJHBIX JpakoHOB. Bre-
peau ObLT CMOT, T/Ie-TO BJIaJIM KPHUaITU TPEIIHUKY, Tep3aeMble CTpakaMu aja. Bo3myx ObuT poHU3aH
CTpaHHBIM 3anaxoM. [1axj10 Toym TiemruMy ApoBamMu, TOJM CropeBLIen MI0Thi0. C KaxIbIM 1aroM
Menanus Bce ocTpee olyIliaa, Kak ’kap MPOHUKAaeT B ee TeJl0, HO BHYTPU ropesl OroHb, CUJIbHee
moo6oro niekia. Jlomudep pacckassiBasl el O TOM, YTO TOT, KTO OCMEJIMBAETCSl TIPOUTH ITOT IMYTh,
oOpetaeT cCBOOOIY U UCKYIUICHHE.

CkBO3b 3aBeCy CMOTra YIaJIoCh pa3miisAeTh TEMHBIC CUITYIThI, CKPECTUBIIUECS Ha KPal OOXU-
raioreit 10poxku. YepHsie (purypsl ABUTAIUCH ¢ OBICTPOTON XUIIIHUKOB, B MX IJ1a3aX He ObLIO KaJlo-
CTH — TOJIbKO MbLIAOIIEE NOBOJILCTBO. MeJlaHHS 3HaJIa, 4TO €€ IIeJIb HE B TOM, YTOOBI OOOMTH HX,
a B TOM, 4TOOBI TPOTUBOCTOATh. Kask/Iblil yrojiek moj ee HoraMu HallOMHHAJI O HENPOCTOi Oophoe,
KOTOpas ellle Kajia Brepe/y.

Menanus caenana TIyOOKMH BJIOX, MO3BOJISISL OOKMIAIONIEMY BO3/yXYy 3allOJHUTh JIETKHE.
Crpax — 3T0 5], ¥ €ro HeJb35 IYCTUTh B cepale. TONbKO SICHOCTh YMa U TBEPAOCTh JyXa OMOTYT
el B mpe/icTosAeM cpakeHUH. Purypbl mpuOIMKaInCh, U Teriepb MeJlaHusI MOTJIa pa3jiniuTh WX
OYepTaHUsI: KOCTJISIBbIE, C UCKAKEHHBIMHM TPUMACAMU Ha JIMIAX, OHU HATIOMUHAIM KYTKHUE apoauu
Ha JIIoIeH.

OnHa BCHOMHMIA TIOC/IEAHUI B3MJIs[T CBOETO BO3JIOOEHHOTrO, KOIlla OHU PACCTaBaJIUCh, €r0
cioBa. TOT rOBOPUIT CKBO3b CIe3bl, YTOOBI OHA HE 00sIIach, Be/Ib CTPAAAHU sl — ITO JIUIIb BPEMEHHBIN
3TaIl.

«Jlaxe B aty MOKHO HAalTU CBET», — MIETTAJl TOT/a OH, U 9TH CJIOBA, KaK MPOXJIaIHbIe Karlu
POCHI, OCBeka MenaHuio cefiuac v BeJi CKBO3b HEBBIHOCUMYIO Kapy.

Co0paB Bclo pelmMocTb, OHA clieJialia elle OUH IIar, U BAPYT MO4yBCTBOBAJIA, KaK Kap CTas
ocnabeBath, OyITO CaMU YIJIM HAYaJld OCTHIBATh Tiepes ee Bosieil. CUTySThl aJICKMX XUITHUKOB pac-
Tasu B Bo3ayxe. OriryrieHre OblJI0 TAKMM, CJIOBHO OHA TPOIUIa CKBO3b HEBUAMMYIO 3aBECy, OTJIe-
JISIIONIYIO KOIIMAp OT PeaibHOCTH. MelaHusl OTJISTHYJIach: TaM, IJie ellle MTHOBEHHE Ha3ajl OyIieBaio
1aMsi, Teriepb BUIHEIACh JIMIIb TYMaHHasl AbIMKa, [IOX0XKas Ha YyTPEHHUIN MUpaK.
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[JIABA 1. IO KW JIBIII

OkTs6pp 1903 roga. Oxpanna Cankr-IlerepOypra.

Hyn ocennmii npoHusbBalonmii Berep. HouHoe HeOG0 ObUIO 3aCTiIaHO TEMHBIMH TydYaMw,
U3peaKa OHO CIIOBHO PAacKaJIbIBAJIOCh HAa YAaCTH, 03apsieMoe MOJTHUSAMUA. MOPOCHIT XOJOIHbIN 10K Ib.

Bnanu, Ha npoceniouHo# Jopore, B MOJIyMpake MokKasanachk urypa aeBymku. OHa JBUragach
HEYBEpPEeHHO, CJIOBHO MbsHas. OIMHOKas JIEBYILKA, OfeTas IBHO HE MO IMOroje, Hecia B MPOgpOr-
IIMX pyKax Kop3uHy. KOpoTKuii cepslil muial Hapacraiiky, rojibie Horu, oOyTble B YepHbIE MYKCKHUE
OOTUHKU SIBHO OoJblIIero pasmepa. Ha Buj aeByiike ObU10 JBaaaTh ¢ HeOoIbIMM. Betep Tpenain ee
pychble BOJIOCHI, KyTasi B HUX OCTpPbI€ YepThl JIMLA.

JleBymika OcTaHOBMJIACH, MPUCIOHUBIIKCH K CTapoi, OOBETHIANONW Orpaje, CIOBHO HCKasa
OIOpPBI B 3TOM HENPUBETIMBOM Mupe. Baran ee Omyskan no myctelHHOM Jopore. Kop3uHa B pykax
c1ab0 MOKauMBajach, Kak OyATO B HEH TAaWIMCh KaKMe-TO TailHbI, KOTOpBIE OHA HE pelajiach pac-
KPBITh. B BO3/1yXe BUTaI HEMPUATHBIN 3allax MOKPOI OCEHHEW 3eMJIM, CMEIIMBABILIHUICS ¢ OLIyILe-
HUEM HaJIBUTraoleiics oypu.

C TpynoM coOpaBIIMCh C MBICTSIMH, JIEBYIIKA THXO B3/I0XHYJIAa U TPOIODKMIA IyTh. Kaskaplii
I1ar 1aBaJics e ¢ TPYJOM, Kak OyATO cama Jopora MpOTUBUIIACh €€ JKEeJTAHUIO UITH JJaJiblie.

Hakonern, Bo3/ie 0IHOTO HU3KOTO AOMMIIKH, CTOSIBIIETO MOOAANb OT JIOPOTH, AEBYIIKA OCTa-
HOBWIack. HepemmrenbHO OHa BOILIA B KAJIUTKY M clielajla HECKOJIBKO IIaroB B CTOPOHY Joma. B
OJIHOM U3 OKOH TYCKJIO ropesi cBeT. JIeBylllka HEeMHOI'0 3aMellKalach, HO TIOTOM CHOBA 3aliaraja K
aoMy yxke perutesnbHee. OHa CTyNWIa Ha KPbUIbLO, MEUIEHHO OIYCTWJIA HA I0J1 KOP3UHY M cefa
Ha KOPTOYKH, CKJIOHMBLINCh HaJl Hell. B Kop3uHe Jiexkan MilaJeHell, 3aKyTaHHbI B CTapblii TEMHBIH
r1aToK. JleByIika OCTOPOKHO MPUOTKPBLIA TUIATOK M B3MISIHY/IA Ha MaJleHbKOE JIMUMKO. MilajieHen
cIiaj1, ero ryobl ObUIM IyXJIBIMH M PO30OBBIMH, @ B PECHUIIAX 3aCTPSUIA OCTaTKU HOUHOro cHa. Cepatie
AEBYIIKH APOTHYJIO, U €l OKa3aJI0Ch, YTO MUP BOKPYT Ha MIrHOBeHHe 3amep. Ce3bl OKaTHIINCh U3
I71a3 HE3HAKOMKH.

— IlpoctH, MamoTKa, — TUXO ILEMHYJIA OHA.

[To6opoB cBOM UyBCTBa, JEBYIIKA BCTaJIa HA HOTH M MOJIONLIA K IEPEBSIHHOM JBEPH, HECKOJIBKO
pa3 co Bcell CUIION CTYKHYJIA 10 Hell U MOoCTelHo coexana ¢ Kpbuiblia. OHa Gekana, He 00opaunBa-
sck. Bckope cuityaT JeByHIKM OecclieJTHO pacTasiyl B HOUHOM TEMHOTE.

CrycTss HEMHOTO BPEMEHU JIepeBsiHHasl JBepb CO CKPUIIOM OTBOpuiach. Ha Kpbuiblie moka-
3aJ1ach Ty4yHasi (pUrypa BBICOKOTO MOJIOJOTO MYKUMHBI JIET TPUALATU-TpUALATH nATh. ['ycras tem-
Hast 60poza 3aKphIBaJia MOJIOBUHY €ro Juia. [IpuinyprB TeMHbIe 17132, MyKYMHA C JTIOOOIBITCTBOM
MIOCMOTpEJI B HOUHYIO Jajlb, 3aTEM €ro B3I MEAJIEHHO OIYCTUICSA Ha KOP3UHY, KOTOpas CTosja
rocpeu Kpbuiblia. My:xunHa NprOIU3UICS K HEW 1 IMPUIIOAHSI IuIaToK. Ero rasa pacimmpuiuch ot
ynuBsieHus. OH CHOBa OCMOTpeIT BAaJjb, 3aTeM 110 ctopoHaM. Ho BOokpyr He Obl10 HU aymm. Myxk-
YMHA B35U1 KOP3UHY C KpbLIbLia U IIArHyJ1 ¢ Hell 3a AepeBAHHYIO 1BEPb.

OH Bo111E] B HEOOJIBIITYI0 KOMHATY ¢ HU3KMM TOTOJIKOM, OXOIMBILYIO TOJIM HA CMAJIBHIO, TOJIH
Ha KyxHI0. B ero pykax Obl1a KOp3uHa ¢ MiiajieHLeM. [JuTs yke MpOCHYIOCh U CTaI0 TUXOHBKO KPSIX-
TeTh. MyXuMHa OPOCHJI KOCOW B3IJIsA[] HA JKEHILMHY, KOTOpas Jiekajla Ha KpOBaTH B JaJIbHEM YLy
KOMHATBl, KyTasiCh B TEILIOE CEPOe OAESLIO.

— Bor, nomo0yiicsi-ka, nopKuHy ! — (BIPKHYJI MyXKYMHA U IOCTaBUJI KOP3UHY HA CTOI.

Ha crorne Ha yncToii OekeBOo¥ CKaTepTH Cpey MPOYEro CTOSUIH [IBa MUajia ¢ HeIOMUTHIM YaeM 1
TapeJsika ¢ KpeHjensMu. B koMHate ropesn Hesipkuid cBeT. B yrity crosuia jepeBsiHHas IeTcKasi KOJIbl-
6eJlb, B KOTOPOH cHaJl elie OUH MJIajIeHel.

JKeHmuHa, ycrplas coBa MyKYMHBI, BCKOUMJIA C KPOBATH, OTOPOCHIIA OZIESIO B CTOPOHY M
nonoexkana K crony. OHa pa3BepHyJa Kpas IUIaTKa ¥ yBUJE1a HOBOPOKIEHHOTO.
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— Ax! — pa3Bena pyKaMu JKEHIIMHA OT YAWBJICHHS U OIYCTHJIACh Ha CTYJL.

PebeHok B Kop3uHe 3amieBenuics 1 u3ai mwiad. OT 3Toro 1nryma mpocHyJICs APYyroi peOeHoK,
CTIABILIMI B IATbHEM YIJTy KOMHATHI.

— Kr0 e 310 Ham noadpocuin? — cpocuiia KeHIIUHA ¥ BOIIPOCUTEIBHO MOAHSIA OPOBH.

Kennmue Ob10 TpUALATH C HEOONBIIUM. [IpaBuibHBIE YepTHI JHIIA: OOJBIINE Kapue I1as3a,
T'yCThbie YepHbIe OPOBU C JIETKOW U3BUIMHOM, TIPSIMOY HOC, ITyXJIble TYObl. TeMHO-pychie BOJIOCHI ObLIH
coOpaHbl Ha MaKyIIKe B BUJE I'y/IbKU. [IepBbie JIerkue MOPIIUHBI yKe IPUTAUIIACH HA JIUILIE )KSHIIWHBI.

— Ierpymia, — oOpatuiach OHa CHOBa K MYXYHHE, — 4Yeil peOeHOK-TO?

— 51 moyem 3Ha10?! — MOBBIIIEHHBIM TOHOM OTBETUJI MYKUMHA 1 TTOJIOIIIEN K KOJIBIOEIH B YTy,
CTaJI TUXOHBKO KauyaTh. PeOEHOK B Hell 3aTuX.

JKeHIMHa CKJIOHUIIACH HAJl KOP3MHOM C peOEHKOM M pacKphblia MOJTHOCTHIO TUIATOK.

— D70 AeBOYKa! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

— HypHas Tb1, Karbka! — Bbmmanmuin Iletp. — [a uto ¢ Toro, uto neska?! He nerye!

Exarepuna Tem BpeMeHeM Halllynajia B KOp3WHE Y HOI' MJIa/IeHIIa KaKOK-TO CBEPTOK. DTO ObLT
ymct 6ymaru, cBepHyThIH roronaMm. OHa pa3BepHyIa ero, mpodexaach Ija3aMu 1 axHyJa:

— Ax! D10 nouka I'anmnbl!

— Yrt0??7? — ynuBuics [lerp, mondexan K ’KeHe ¥ BBIXBATUJ y Hee 3alHCKy.

Tam ObUIO CKa3aHO:

Cecrpa, borom Mmoo, mo3adoTbest 0 Moer KpoBuHyIIke. He mMory st ee OpocuTh Ha POU3BOI
cynpObl. Cepriie pa3pbiBaeTcs OT 00U, HO HHOTO BBIXO/IA Y MEHS HeT.

Houky HapekJyia Menanuen.

— UYro 310 3HaunT? — crnpocui [letp, moqHuMas B3I Ha xkeHy. B ee razax Obuto cMsiTeHME,
OHa TSKEJIO B3/IOXHYJIA.

— DTO NMUCbMO MaTepH, CECTPbl MOE, — IMPOU3HECAa OHA TUXO, CJIOBHO 0OSICh, UTO MPOU3HE-
CEHHBIE CJIOBA M3MEHSAT XOJ] COObITHI. — OHa MPOCUT O TIOMOIIH, O TOM, YTOOBI MBI TI03a00THITUCH
0 peOeHKe.

Exarepuna 3amoiryasa, 00ayMbIBasi Kak10e CJI0BO. BHYyTpU Hee CTaKMBAIUCh IPOTHBOPEYH-
Bble UYBCTBA: KeJIaHUE TIOMOYb U YA3BUMOCTb OT HEIpeACKa3yeMoro moopora cyabObl. Ee B3msa
BHOBb yIaJI Ha 3aMCKY, M OHA MOHsLIA, YTO 3TO HE MPOCTO MPOCchOa. DTO ObUT KPUK O MOMOIIIH.

— He OpBath 3TOMY! — BbImasun [lerp. — Harynsina roe-to, KypBa! A Mbl TOJKHBI €
oMoub?!

OH ObUTO yXBaTHJICA 32 KOP3UHY, YTOOBI BBIHECTH €€ Mpoyb, HO ExaTepruHa octaHOBMIIA €T0 U
B3MOJIMJIACh:

— [lerpyma, 3akiuHa0 TeOs! 3akamMHalo Hameid novepblo, Bapenbkoit! He Oymb Thl Tak
xectok! He yx To 1BOMX He nmogHUMeM?!

Exarepuna )anocTIMBO cMOTpena Ha Myka. TOT 3amep Ha MecTe, ero Iyia3a MOTeMHENU OT
MPOTUBOPEUMBHIX YyBCTB. OH C:KMMaJl KOP3UHY, CIIOBHO MCKaJl B HEH OMOpY, HO BHYTPU HETO MOJ-
HUMAJICS IITOPM.

— Kars, Tbl e 3Haelb, Kak MHe Tsikes0, — 3akpudai [lerp. — Ho ku3Hb y Hac u 6e3 3Toro
NosiHa JuiieHnid. BpemeHa cyposbie HeiHYe. Kak B3BanuTh Ha ceds elnie oqHy Horry?!

— $1 moHumalo, HO Beb 9Ta Oeda He Hara BuUHa! Mbl He MOXeM IMPOCTO Tak OpocHTh ee! —
Exarepuna noponuia 61mxe K MyKy, IPOTSHYB pyKy. — [TOMHUIIb, KaKk Mbl MeUTasu o JeTsax? U
Terepb ux Oyzer aBoe!

I[Netp, HakoHe1, OciIaOWIT XBATKY M MEAJIEHHO OTIYCTHJI KOp3uHy. OH IarHys1 K BHIXOIy, Oypua
cebe 1oy HOC:

— Yepr ¢ TOOOM ¥ ¢ 3THM peOeHKOM !
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JIBepb 32 HUM 3axJonHy/nach. Ekatepuna cena Ha CTy1 1 00XBaTUIa pyKamMH KOP3HHY C Iie-
MSIHHUILIEH, B3MJIsAHY/IA Ha Hee. MaJbilika nepecTaia IjiakaTb U ¢ MHTEPecOM MOCMOTpesia Ha JKeH-
IIVHY.

— Kpormrka, Menanus, THl % HU B YeM He BUHOBaTa... — INeMHYJIa JJackoBo ExaTtepuHa.

Mauteitika ynelOHYy1ach. B MasieHpKUX T71a3Kax MPOOJIECHY/IN eBa 3aMETHbIE OTOHBKH, OYy/ITO
OBl BCe TIporcXosIee el ObUIO IOHATHO, U OYTO Termepb OHa ObLIa CIIOKOWHA 32 CBOIO TATbHEUIITYIO
cynp0y.
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I'JIABA 2. PEN 1 PO3I'1

Mionp 1915 ropa. Oxpanna Ilerporpana.

Uymazas AeBUyllIKa, OUHHA/ALATYA C HEOOJBILIUM JIET OT POy, UTpajia B capae ¢ COTHEYHbIMU
Jy4aMu, MPOHUKAIOLIIMMU CKBO3b IIEJH B AepeBsSHHbIX cTeHax. OHa cujiena Ha KydKe CTaporo ceHa,
MIPUTSIHYB KOJIEHKH K TPy, U CMOTpeJia, KaK TeIlIble 30JI0TUCTBIE MOJIOCH TAHILYIOT Ha MOy, CO3/a-
Basi yAUBUTEbHBIE Y30pbl. KaxkIplil JIyu, CJIOBHO BOMIIEOHAs] HUTh, OOHUMAJI €e, HAIOJIHSISl aTMO-
cdepy HEeKHOCTBIO.

Bokpyr ObLT CIBIIIEH JIETKUH MIOPOX, KOTJa BETep MIpasl C JIMCThSIMH JIEPEBHEB CHApPYKH,
H00aBJIsAS B 3TY WIWJLTAIO MEJIOAUIO TTpUpopbl. [leBoUKa MoJHsIIa PyKy, U ee JIaJIOHb MolMasia OIuH
13 COJTHEYHBIX MTOTOKOB M HAYaJia C HUM JIETKUH TaHell. [ J1a3aMu, OHBIMHU Uy/iec, JeBOUYKa OyATO Obl
coOupaa Karm cBeTa, peBpalasch HAa MIHOBeHHUe B (belo, MeuTasi O JaJleKUX MUPAaX, T7Ie CONHIIe
Pas3InTO MOBCIONY.

B stoMm capae He ObUTO HUM 3200T, HU TPEBOTI — JIMIIIb TOJIBKO CBET U TEIUIO, KOTOPbIE corpe-
BaJIM yury. 37ech BpeMsl Tepsilo CBOE 3HaueHKe, & MTHOBEHHU S CTAaHOBIIIUCh BEYHOCThIO. B ronose
JE€BOYKH IMPOMENIbKHYJIA MbICTIb:

«Moxer, s co3/1aHa JUIsl TOro, YTOObI AepXkKaTh B PyKax CBET U MPEeBpaIliaTh €ro B pajiocTb?»

C kaxJ0il UTPHBOI TEHBIO OHAa CTAHOBHUJIACH BCe OJIMKE K CBOEW MedTe, T7e COJIHIIE BCeraa
OBbLIIO PSIOM.

Haurpasimch ¢ COTHEYHBIMU HWTSIMH, JIEBOYKA PE3BO CIPBHITHYJIA Ha IOJ W BhIOEXkaia U3
capasi. YTpeHHUI TyMaH MeJJIEHHO PacTallJIMBAJIO SPKOE COJHIIE, UTPUBBIA BETEPOK HEKHO OOBU-
BaJ1 0OChIe HOXKKH JIeBOUKH. Ee pacrtyIieHHbie BOJIOCH 30JI0TOM MCKPHJIMCh Ha COJHIIE, a TIIyOOKHUe
3eJIeHbIe T1a3a OTpaxkasi ynuctoe HeOo. [leBoUKa TaHIleBaia Ha TpaBe, OCTaBJIsAsl 32 COOOH Ciie/ibl Ha
CBEXEH poce.

Ha neit Opu10 MIpocTOE ronydoe miatbuile, OOMIMTOE KPYKEBOM, Maxpsileecss Ha BeTpy, Kak
nerkuie oonaka. CoJTHEeUHbIe JTyr UTPajTd Ha XPYITKOM TeJie IEBOYKH, MTOAUEPKUBAsT HEBUIUMYIO CUITY
HEBUHHOCTH. MSITKUIA CMeX ee CJIOBHO NepesIMBAJICS B BO3yXe, 3aMOHsIs IPOCTPAHCTBO PAAOCThIO
U JIETKOCTHIO. [leBOYKa KPYyXUJIach B TaHIIE, pacliaxHyB PyKH, OyATO keJajia OOHSATh BECh MHUP.

— Menanus! — pazgasncs r[pOMKHIA MY>KCKOUM KPUK U3-3a IEPEeBIHHON KAJTUTKYU NaJTUCAHUKA.

JleBouka B TOT %€ MUTI OCTAHOBUJIACh U UCITyTAHHO OOEpHYJIACh.

B cany nokazanace ¢purypa Ilerpa. OH gep:xani B pyke IycToe keJle3HOe BeJpo.

— Wau-ka, Boapl Hatackait! — Tuxo ckaszai [leTp U mpucTaibHO MOCMOTPENT Ha IPUEMHYIO
noub. — HyKHO Bce MoyuTh B cafy.

Menanus nogdesxaia K HEeMy U, HU CJIOBa HE CKa3aB, BRIXBATHJIA BEJIPO M3 €r0 KPEMKOi PyKH.
Bripurpbikky oHa nmodexana K KOJOALLY.

JI71s1 MaJIeHbKOW X PYITKOW JIEBOYKH OBbLIO TSDKEJIO YepraTh U3 KOJIOAIA BOJY U HOCUTH ee B call,
IyCTh IaXe He 0 MOoTHOMY Bejipy. Ho Tak HauMHaIoch Kax10e ee yTpo ¢ IIeCTH JieT. 3UMOM, Korjaa He
HYXHO OBUIO HMUETO TOJIMBATh B OTOPOJIE, OHA YUCTHJIA CHET BO JIBOpe, coOnpaiia XBopocT. [lerp He
TMO3BOJISUT €f UyBCTBOBATh ce0s1 pebeHKoM. MiMeHHOo noatoMy MenaHusi MbITanach MOMMaTh peIKkuii
MOMEHT, 4TOObI MOUTPaTh C JIy4aMH COJIHIIA WM C KalIsIMU pockl Ha 1Betax. MHoraa, koraa [letp
yXOIMJT Ha padoTy, Ha (pabpHKy, IeBOUKa cOeraia K peke ¢ mpo3payHoit Bogor. OHa Moria CHIeTh
TaM Yacamu, HaOMoas 3a paCKauMBAIOIIUMICS Ha BETPY MBAMU WM 32 PbIOKaMU, KOTOpbIE JIOBKO
MIPSITAJIUCH TO]] PEYHBIMU KaMHSIMU. DTOT MaJIEHbKUN MUP ObLT €€ YKPbITUEM OT TSIXKEJION peasibHO-
cru. Cuzs Ha OGepery, MesaHusi CBOMM TOHKUM JIETCKMM T'OJIOCKOM HarleBaJia MeCHU, KOTOpble cama

K€ U MpyuayMbIBaja. ..
% 3k ok
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Ha nBope mina IMepBas mupoBas BoitHa. B Ilerporpane, rie IIMOBbIe TPYObl TIOIHUMAITUCH
B HEOOCBOJI, a YJIUIIBI 3aMOJHSIMCh 3BYKaMU KOJIEC M TYKOB, XKM3Hb pabouero Kjacca HaroMuHasa
OWTBY 3a BbUKMBaHUE. Kaxaplil 1eHb HAUMHAJICS PaHO, KOTAA MEepBble JyYH CONHIIA JIMIIb KacalucCh
cepbIX Kpbilll. Paboune criemmim Ha 3aBOJIb, UX Iark 3By4alid B YHHCOH ¢ OMEHHEM Ceplia ropoja.

Ha abprkax, 0XBaueHHBIX TYJIOM MaIlIiH, padOTaIN pyKaMH, U3MOKICHHBIMH Oe3y/IepKHbIM
pUTMOM TpyAa. [IeHb MPOXOAWI B IOTE U HATIPSIKEHHH, TJIe KaKIbIN MOJAPOK CYIbOBI BOCIIPHHUMAJICS
KaK MHUMOJIETHBIA MUT c4acThsi. HOUuHbIE CMEHbl OTHUMAJIM TIOCTIEHUE CUITBI, & BeYepaMu padbouue
COOMPAJIHCh B KPUBBIX MEPEYIIKAX, I1e KU3Hb Oypiriia OCTPHIMU Pa3rOBOPAMHU, CIUIETHSIMU U TTbSTHOW
pagocThbio.

CemeiiHble 3a00THl TATOTWIIM Aymly. JIeTw 1M Mo cTomam OTIOB, UX IOHBIE PYKH, TOJHBIE
HAJIeK]1 ¥ HEBEIOMBIX CTPaXOB, CKMMAJIH TsIKeJIble MHCTPYMEHTHI. 3a CTOJIaMU, 3aCTaBJIeHHBIMU MTPO-
CTOM THIIel, COOMPAIUCh CEMBH, U B IJIa3aX KaXJOTo 3a CTOJIOM TOpesl OTOHEK CTpeMJICHHS K JIy4d-
el KU3HU.

Boiina He oborwta cropoHoit u cembio Hukutuabix. Cam [eTp 1o npuurMHe MHBAJIMHOCTH He
Mor uaTi Ha ¢ppoHT. OH Tpyauscs B ABe cMeHbl Ha (adpuke. Ekarteprna crenuia 3a X03sCTBOM
U pactuna jodyepeid — Bapio u Menanuio. OHa BCsSYeCKM NO/IEpKUBAIa MyKa, Aeiana Bce, YTOObI
COXPaHWTh YIOT B JJOMe, HECMOTPSl Ha TIOCTOSIHHYIO HEXBATKYy MPOAYKTOB U PACTYyIIHE TPYJHOCTH.
Korga [etp Bo3Bparasics ¢ paboTsl, OH HAXOAWJI HA CTOJIE TETJIO AOMAIIHUX Ommiof. YIIBIOKM gouepeit
BCTpEYaJI ero.

Opnnako He B3moow [eTp npreMHyI0 104b, KOPUJ €€ 32 KaKAYI0 AETCKYIO MaoCTh. B pomHOii
J0ouYepy TyIIU He Yasiy, a BOT MeaHMIo HaKa3bIBJT 32 KaKIBIH €€ MPOCTYTIOK.

Menanus, CKpOMHasi U TMXas AEBOYKa, BCErjga crapajach yroguth Ilerpy, HO TiietHo. Ero
XOJIOHBIN B3IJISI BBI3BIBAJI Y Hee JIMIIb cTpax. Kaxgoe HeocTOpoXKHOE IBUKEHUE, KaXasi MelIoub,
3a KOTOPYIO €€ MOIJI OCYIUTh, 000pavurBaiach HakazanueM. OHa He MOIJIa IOHSITh, B UeM Oblia IIpH-
YMHA HEMPUSA3HU CO CTOPOHHI [leTpa, ¥ eMMHCTBEHHBIM yTelIeHHeM /sl Hee Oblia cecTpa, KoTopas,
Ka3aJIoch, ObUIa 3alMIIeHa OT BceX Oypb, OyIIeBaBIINX BOKPYT.

Cawma Bapst Obl1a IeBOYKOM, pa3BUTOM He TIO roiaM. YepTsl ee Jinia 00paMJIsiid BOIPOCUTETh-
HbIE TJ1a3a, TIOJTHbIE JIIOOMBITCTBA U JKaX bl 3HAHWUI. Kak/Iplil ee B3I/ CJIOBHO MCKaJl OTBETHI Ha
TalHBI OKPYXAIOIIEro MHpa. Y3Kue I'yObl YacTo paciuIbIBAIMCh B 3alyMYMBOM Yy/IbIOKE, Kak OyaTo
OHa y’Ke 3HaJla YTO-TO BaXKHOE, Yero He 3HayM B3pocibie. CBOIO CBOIHYIO cecTpy Bapst He moOuia,
CJIOBHO YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO Ta €l HE POIIHAs, WM K€ TIPOCTO MEepEeHNMaa MoBeJeHIe OTIIA.

[lerp nHOrAA NMpoBOAMII Beuepa ¢ POIHOM JOYEPbIO, paccKa3biBasi € yIMBUTEIbHBIE UCTOPUN
Y 3aCTaBJIsIsl Becesio cMesThesl. B 3T MomeHTsl Menanusi uyBcTBOBasia ceOs1 HeHykHou. OHa Oblia
CJIOBHO T€Hb, HECTIOCOOHASI IIPUOM3UTHCS K JTy4aM CBETa, KOTOPBIE UCXOIMIIH OT YIOTHOTO CEMEHHOTO
ovara. MenaHus POCTO CUJIeNIa B CTOPOHKE, NPYKUMast K TPyAU JIOOMMYIO UTPYILKY, M MedTasia O
TOM, YTOOBI OJJHAKIBI 3aCTyXUTh onoOpenue [letpa.

Teruto oHa BHaea TOMBKO OT ExaTepuHbl, KOTOpast TAWKOM KaJiesia ee M JJACKOBO MpKuMaia
K ceOe, IoKa MyX He BHJICIT.

B oauH u3 oceHHMX BeyepoB ceMbsi Kk Jata Bo3BpanieHus [lerpa ¢ padbpuku. [louepy momoranu
MaTepy CBApUTh Ha MEeUM MOXJIEOKY M3 KapTOIIKU. 3arax BapeHOro Kaprodess HaroJHsT KOMHATY,
cozfaBast atMocdepy Teria | IOMAIHero yiota. Marsb, clierka NoKauuBasich, CTOsUIa y CToIa M Hape-
3aja JIyK, a JO4YepH, OT HEUero AeNiaTh, TO U N0 BHIIVISIBIBAIM B OKHO. Y KaXJI0W U3 HUX Ha JIUIE
Urpaa Jierkas TpeBora — ¢ KaxpiM JHeM [leTp Bo3Bparmascs ¢ padoThl Bce Mo3xke. BeuepHue TeHu
YIUTMHSITACH, ¥ 32 OKHOM YK€ HAa4aJlo CMEPKaThCsl.

— MoskeT, CIyurioch YTo-T0? — IienHyJ1a Baps, nprkumast naoHs K crekiry. MaTh nokavana
TOJIOBOM, a B cepiie KobHYJIo OecrokoicTBO. Ee pyka 3amepina Haj kactpronieit. Ceituac eid XoTenoch
YCKOPHTH BpeMsl, 4ToObl [leTp cMor mockopee BepHYThCS JJOMOM.
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Hakonen nosioBuiiel B CeHsAX TUXO 3aTpemaiu. [Isepb orBopuiack. Ha nopore nosisuiics [etp.
BarisiHyB Ha ero popHoe smio, ExkatepuHa movyBcTBOBaia, Kak TpeBora yxogut. OHa BCTpeTHsa
MYyKa YJBIOKON U BKYCHOM MOXJIEOKOM, KOTOpasi Oblla MPUTOTOBJIEHA CHENAIbHO JIIST HETO.

[Metp cOpocui ¢ cebst Oynuiat ¥ rpy3HO ycescs 3a cTol. MenaHusl, MBITasCh yrOauTh €My, TOJI-
OexaJa K revu, HaroJIHUIa MECKY ropstieid MoxJ1eOKo 1 mocremmia K croiy. Ho Bapyr 4ro-To msr-
KO€ T10/1 HOTOM 3aCTaBIJIO €€ OCTaHOBUThCs. OHa HACTYMIIIa HA KapTodebHbI OUMCTOK. MenaHus
HE CMOIJIa yAepkaTh paBHOBECHS U TOIIATHY/IACh, OIPOKMHYB MHUCKY C MoxJieOkor Ha moin. Exare-
pUHa axHyJa 1 Opocuiach K JeBOUKE. YBUJEB 3TO, [IeTp BCKOYMI U3-32a CTOJA, OTTOJNIKHYI JKEHY B
CTOPOHY M mojomuies kK Menanumu.

— ManeHnbKkas ApsiHb! — 3aKpuva OH. — ¢l TOJOIHBIN MpHIES ¢ padOThl, a Thl IOCJIESHION
€1y U3BOJUIIIb!

[letp ¢ TpeckoM BiiennI AEBOYKE MOA3ATHUIBHUK.

Menanusi BCXJIMITHY/IA M OTIIATHYJIACh OT HETo, Ila3a ee HanoJHWINChH cie3amu. Eit Obuto
BCEro OJMHHA/IIATh, U OHA He TIOHUMAaJIa, T0YeMy 3TOT CTPAITHBINA A/, KOTOPBIN BCET/Ia BBITJISIIEN
TaKMM CEpIUTHIM, CHOBA 3aKpHYaIl Ha Hee. MelaHu s TOCMOTpesia Ha CBOM OOChIe HOTH, UCTIAYKaHHBIE
noxyeOkoil. Eif cTasno crpamHo. BHyTpr MasieHbKOTO cepfieuka 3apoauioch YyBCTBO BHHBI, HO B TO
e BpeMs OHa He MOIJIa CAEpXKaThb KeJaHHue OObICHUTHCS.

— D710 He 51, — npodopMoTaia MenaHusi, BBITHUpas BJIaXHbIE PYKH O MOAOJ CBOETO IIAThsI.
— 4 nHe xotenal!

Exarepuna crosiia B CTOpOHE, IIOKMPOBAHHAS MOBeieHHeM Myxka. OHa MOYyBCTBOBA/IA, KaK
cJIe3bl MOACTYIMWJIM K I71a3aM. M3-3a TaKuX MyCTSIKOB CCOPUTHCS He cTomo0. Ekarteprna mojonua K
Menannu, OOHsIJIa ee U CKa3ajia MSATKUM T'OJIOCOM:

— Bce B mopsinke. Ml Bce yoepem.

JleBouKa BCXJIMITHY/IA, OOXBATHB PyKaMH TOJIOBY.

«[Touemy oH Bceraa Tak cepautcsi ?» — Mogymaiia oHa, HoTupas yxo. B riazax 6necrenu cnesbl,
a B JyIlle 3apOKAATI0Ch OCTPOE YyBCTBO HECTIPABEITMBOCTH.

— 1 ke Bcero-HaBcero xoTesia HaKpbITh HA CTOJ, — MpoOopMoTasia MenaHusl, mogHUMAs
B3 Ha [lerpa. Ho oH smmis otBepHyicsi, Oyaro He cibiman ee cioB. [lneun Iletpa Hanpsriavch
OT 3JIOCTH, KaK Oy/ITO BeCh MUP CBAJIMJICS HA HETO, a IEBOYKA CTajia ero skepTBo. CJie3bl JIMIUCh BCe
CUJIbHEE U3 I1a3 MenaHuu, U TeHb CTpaxa OKyTasla ee Cep/Lie.

[NeTp HEHaHONTO BHIIIIEN B CEHH, 3aTEM BEPHYJICS, CKMMAas YTO-TO B KyJake. OH cxBatii Mena-
HUIO 32 [IIMBOPOT M MOTAIII B yroi. [1leTp pasxkai KyJlak — U Ha [0J MOCHINaINCh TOPOIIMHBL. Merna-
HUS 3HaJIa, 4TO 3TO 3HAUMT: [leTp yxke He pa3 ee Tak HaKa3bIBAJI.

— Bcragaii Ha konenu! [IpssmMukom Ha ropox! — npokpuyait [leTp 1 ToJIKHY JeBOYKY Ha IOJ.

Menanust TOCTYITHO BCTasla Ha KojieHn. OHa ckasia TyObl, 4TOOBI He U3/1aTh HU 3BYKa, HO CJIE3bl
yXke HauaJll coOUpaThest Ha Kparo ee pecHull. Kaxapiid pa3, Koraa 3To MporCXOAUIo, OHA HaAesIach,
YTO, MOXKET OBITh, B 9TOT pa3 Bce OyaeT nHade. Ho Hagexa Bce OOIbllie BHITECHSIACHh CTPAXOM, M OHA
3Hasa, 4To [leTp He U3MEHHUT CBOMX METO/IOB BOCIIUTAHMS. [ OpOIIMHBI OOJBHO BIMBAIUCH B KOJICHH,
HO Menanus 3actaBisiia ce0si OCTaBaThCsl CTOMKOM.

Omna ormycTuia ToJloBy, CKpbIBasich OT B3Isiga IleTpa, KOTOpBIA, Kak HOX, pa3pe3al Bce ee
TIONIBITKY OnpaBaathcst. BHyTpu Menanus omyiiana, Kak 3TOT MOJTYAIMBBIH POTECT poc, OYATO yBe-
PEHHBIN POCTOK cpeau KamHed. OHa MeuTasia O JHe, KOTjia CMOXET OCBOOOJMTHCS OT €ro BJIACTU U
noOoeB.

— [Nama, noxanyiicta, — npomenTaia MenaHus, HO 3ByKH ee T0JI0ca MPOsBIIINCH TOJIBKO B
THUIIMHE yIJIa KOMHATHI.

— He HazwiBaii MeHs otiiom! — B3opBavics [letp.

Hwu Hanexapl, HY JIIOOBU He OBLIO B €r0 OTBETaX, JIUIIh TeHh OECKOHEYHOTO IUKJIA HACKITUS U
cTpaxa, B KOTopble MenaHusl romnajia He 1o CBOeH BoJIe.
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[Merp BBIOE KA M3 nOoMa, Exkatepuna Bcien 3a HUM. Ha Kpbliblie OHa cXBaThIa My’ a 3a PyKy
Y B3MOJIWJIACh:

— Tlerpymia, cxxanbes Hapg neBoukoi! OHa HEe HAPOUYHO.

[etrp otnepHyn pyky | cryctuiics ¢ Kppuibiia. [IIupoko pacctaBuB HOTH, OH yCeJiCs Ha Jiepe-
BSIHHYIO CKAMEHKY BO JBOPE, JOCTAJ NMANMPocy U 3aKyprl. [leTp moBepHyJics K JKeHe W CKa3a:

— Ee nopotb HanoOHO! A TO, oM, BeIpacTeT maiaBoi. Kak ee MaTs.

EkateprHa Monya cMOTpesia Ha My’ka, IIOKa TOT KypuJl.

JlyHa JleHMBO 3ariispiBaia B OKHO. B qome Ob110 THXO, Bee cnanu. He crana tonbko MenaHusl.
Vike KOTOphIi Yac oHa cTosiia B yriry. CTosiia KOJIeHsIMH Ha ropoxe. BoJib HacTOJIBKO cTajia PpUBbIY-
HOU, 4TO OHA TIOYTH HE OIIyIaya ee. 3a OKHOM IIeTNTalIU IepeBbsi, 1 MelaHus MOTIJIa pacCibliaTh,
KakK BETEP UIpacT C UX BETBAMMU.

CKBO3b TOHKHE CTEHBI JIOMa JI0 Hee JOHOCWIWCh TUXHE 3BYKH, HO OHU OBUTH OECIOJIE3HBI.
Bpems TsaHyI0Ch OECKOHEYHO, U MBICIA O TOM, UTO OyleT Aajbiie, He oTiyckanu Memanuo. OHa
MOCMOTpeJIa Ha TOPOX IO KOJICHSIMU: €r0 OCTPhIe TPAHU OCTABJISUIN 1OJ] COOOM KPOBAaBhIE CJIEbI, HO
CHJI U3MEHUTD 4TO-TM00 He OblT0. JIyHa cBeTHIa HeXKHO, KaK yTeIUTeIbHUIIA, HO BMECTO YMHUPO-
TBOPCHUSA TOJIBKO pa3’kKuraja BHyTpU Menanuu YIUIM CThlda U OTYaAHUA. He CIiaTb, HE ) XUTb — JINIIb
IIPOCTO CYHIECTBOBATh B TEHW WILTIOZU.

k %k ok

OceHb B TOT roa BblJajJIaCb TCIUIad, Cyxasd. JIuctes Ha ACPCBLAX MEIJICHHO MCHSJIN LBET, ITpe-
BpaIasich B 00raTyio najmTpy OT 30JIOTHIX JI0 TIIYOOKUX OarpsiHbIX OTTEHKOB. [ITUIIHI e1lie He yaeTenu
B TEIUTbIe Kpasi, a pacrieBaJld CBOU TECHH, CJIOBHO HEe 3aMedast MpuOvkeHus xononaoB. CoHeUHbIe
JHU TUTABHO CMEHSUTUCH TIPOXJIAJHBIMU BeUepaMu, UTO CO3aBasIo aTMOC(hepy YIOTa U CIIOKONCTBUS.

Ocennum BeuepoMm Menanus u Baps urpanu B cany y joma. Exkarepuna Bpemsi OT BpeMeHU
MIOIJISIIBIBAJIA HA I0Uepel U MTPOJoIIKaa 3aHUMAThCS ieslaMu B oropoje. OHa coOrpaia Cyxyio TpaBy
B Ky4y, YTOOBI T10 BECHE B Oropojie ObLJIO MEHBIIIe 3a00T.

Baps cunena Ha ckameiike U urpajia ¢ KyKJIOW, IPeJCTaBisisl, YTO Ta €€ JOYb. YCTaBUBIINUCh
B IyCTOTY, Baps HexXHO miaania KyKJy 1o OebiM MOXepOBbIM BojiocaM. J{7isi Hee ObLT BaxkeH STOT
MUMOJIETHBIA MHP, B KOTOPOM MOXHO OBITh HE TIPOCTO IEBOYKOM, a 3a00T/IMBOM MaTepbio. OHa mpe/-
CTaBJIslIA, KaK BeJIET CBOIO IOYb 10 MApKy, KaK Ha XOJIO/ie YKYTHIBAET ee B OfIesJI0, KaK YUUT FOBOPUTh
CJIOBO «MamMa».

YV Menanun urpyiiek BoBce He Obuto. OHa ¢ 3aBUCTBIO CMOTpena Ha cectpy. Cuas B TeHH,
MenaHust TbITaach CKPBITH CJIE3bl, pa3JUpaloIye ee OT 3aBUCTU. B3ryisam nerisics 3a KyKiTy, Kak
Oy/ITO B HEW CoMlep:KajCs BECh CMBICIT CYaCThsi — TOM XHM3HH, KOTOPYIO OHa MeuTasa mpoxuTh. OceH-
HUM BeuepoMm Menanus u Baps urpamu B cany y goma. Menanum Ka3ajiock, 4To Baps mpocto He
3aMeyaerT ee.

«[Touemy oHa He MOXET AaTh MHE 3Ty KyKJIy XOTs Obl HA MUHYTY ?» — TogyMania MeaHusl.

B Heit 6oponuch obuaa u kenanue. MenaHusi JaBHO yXe Hay4yrach psATaTh CBOM YyBCTBa,
HO ceiiyac ObUTO TPYIHO OCTaBaThCs He3aMEUSHHOW. BHYTpEeHHU roJioc MOACKa3bIBaJl, YTO OHA TOXKE
IIOCTOIZH& HI'PbI, TAKKEC KaK U Bapﬁ, 1 4YTO OHA HE OOJIXKHA OCTaBAThCA B TCHU.

MenaHust TOAOILIA K CECTPE U TUXO TOMPOCHIA:

— JlaBaii BMecTe Mourpaem.

Bapst 6pocrna Ha MennaHuio KOJKWIA B3MJIsA, TproKaia KKy K cebe U KpUKHYJIa:

— Her! D10 Mo Kyka!

Menanusi poOKO MPOTSIHYIA PYKY K KyKJie, HO Bapst oTaepHyna KyKjly B CTOPOHY U CIIPBITHYJIA
CO CKaMeWKH.

— Jloukw, He ccopbTech! — paszmaics royioc EkarepuHsl OTKyIa-1o U3-3a aepena.

Baps orronknyna Menanuio 1 nodexana k capaio. CJIOBHO B TyMaHe, BOBCE He COOMpAsiCh cia-
BaThcs, Menanus mobexana Beies 3a cecTpoid. JlornaB Bapio, oHa CHOBa NOMBITAIACh B3ATh KYKITY.
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Baps ¢ cuitoit otaepHysa pyKy, U KyKJja pasjieTesach ornojiaM: OHa MOJOBUHA OCTalach B pyKax y
Bapu, npyrasg — y Menanuu.

— Tl uto Hagenana?! — 3aBuzkana Baps, misas Ha CJIOMaHHYIO KYKJTY.

— 1 He xotena! { TonpKO MOUTpaTh X0TENa ¢ ToOOM! — onernmaa MenaHusl.

Baps rpomko 3aBonuia, TYT e €€ BOIUIM NEepellId B TPOMKUII I1J1a4.

ExareprHa nocnemmia Ha KpUKH.

— Yro npousonwio TyT y Bac? — Cpocusia Math.

Omna nofo1uIa K 104epsM U yBUJEJIA Ha 3eMJIe Pa3JIOMaHHYIO KyKJly, a ps/IoM Jiexkana Baps u
Kpuyajia B uccTyrieHuu. ExkateprHa npucesna Ha KOPTOUKHY M CTalla YCIIOKauBaTh J0Yb:

— D10 npocto Kykjaa! Huyero crpaiiHoro He ciyqausiocs !

Mars nocmorpesnia Ha Menanuio, Kotopasi CTosula KpacHas oT cThiaa U gocansl. Ha ee miazax
Omectenu cie3bl. Ekatepuna, B3MISIHYB yepe3 miedo Menanuu, 3ameTtwia I[letpa, cTossiero Bosie
KauTKU. OH TOJNBKO Tpuien ¢ (padpuKu U, BUAMMO, CTaJl CBUIETENIEM Mpousolieaiero. bpou Ha
mutue [etpa cnBuHyMCh, ras3a 3adnecteny. OH KPUKHYIT:

— AX Tbl, BBIPOJOK YEPTOB!

MenaHus B3IpOTHYJa, YCIBIIIAB 32 CBOEW CITMHON KpuK. OHa pe3ko oOepHYyJach U YBUJIENA,
Kak [leTp ObICTpO IIaraeT 1o HaIrpaBJICHUIO K HEM.

«besxarp?» — nopymaina Menanus.

Ho Gexarp Obi10 Hekyaa. ['pyOble MyXCKHe pyKd B OJHO MTHOBEHHME TMOIXBAaTUIIM ee 1 Opo-
cuM Ha ckameirKy. CITycTsl HECKOJIBKO CeKyH[I Krydasi OOJib MpOKaTUIach 1Mo BceMy Tenny Mena-
HuM. [lepeBsHHBIN IPYTUK B3MbIBAJI BBEPX, PacceKasi BO31yX, U OIyCKaJICs Ha e CIIUHY. 3a ApKUMU
BCTIBIIIKAMU OOJIM OHA JIMIIb CIIBIIANA COOCTBEHHbIE KPUKHU, KOTOPBIE, Ka3aJI0Ch, PACTBOPSIINCH B
BO3/yX€, He JI0X0s 10 uyxkux yiel. CTpax ckoBbIBaJl cepaue MenaHuu, a MbIC/IM CMEIIUBAJIICh B
rycToM TyMaHe y:xaca. KaxIplil ynap npyTHKa 3acTaBiisijl OCO3HABATh, YTO MUP HE 3aILUILAET €€, YTO
HaJIeKJa Ha CIIacCeHUE OCTaBUJIa €€ B 3TOT MOMEHT.

[Terrasics 3anmuruth Menanuio, Exatepuna mogoexana k myxy. Ho Iletp ¢ ciitoii oTTONKHY ee.
Ta He ynepxayiach Ha HOTax M ynaja HaB3Hu4Ib. 1 Tonbko Bapst Momuana. Ona ¢ yneiOkoit Habmoaana
3a BCEM IIPOUCXOAIINM, IT03a0BIB YK€ O CIOMaHHOH KyKJIe.

Jluto Ietpa uckazunock B 3100HOM rpumace. OH, Ka3alnoch, HE OCO3HABAJI, YTO TePsUT Yesio-
BeYecKoe 00nmube U mpeBpariaiics B 3sepst. Kpuku MenaHuu JIMIs HAMOMUHATIMA €My O TOM, YTO Ta
MPOCTO MpUOyAHAS 109b, KOTOPYIO €My KOIZIa-TO MOAKMHY/IM. Po3ramul oH HakasbIBaJl MPUEMHYIO
J0Yb YK€ He B TIEPBbI pas.

Hakonen, xorga yaapoB crano MeHbsle, MenaHusi NOYyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK MPUKUMAETCs K Her
TuirHa. OHa 3aKkpblia I71a3a, NbITasCh COPATAThCs OT 371a, IPEBPATUBILETOCs B €€ pealbHOCTh. B
DIyOMHE TyIIY MOJHUMAJIACh He MPOCTO BOJTHA OO, HO U jKeJlaHWe BBIKUThH, HECMOTPSI HM Ha UToO.

B 111 MrHoBeHust Menanus XoTesa BbIpBaThes, yoexkarh OTCIoa M HUKOT/IA He BO3BPAIAThCS.
Ho kyna 6exars? K 6ecnipuzoparkam, KOTopbix monHo kpyrom? Jla xots Os1! Hy 1 mycts uM Hevero
€CTb U HerJie HoueBaTh, HO HaJl HUMHU, 10 KpailHel Mepe, HUKTO He u3jeBaercs. Pa3Be morya kakas-
TO KyKJIa CTOUTh TaKUX CTpajaHuii?!

[etp oTOpOCHI PYTUK B CTOPOHY M MOJTYa BoIIeN B oM. EkarepuHa rpocienoBaa 3a HUM.

Menanusi, He 4yBCTBYsI COOCTBEHHOTO Tesa OT OO0/, CKaTUJIach CO CKaMerKu Ha 3emutio. Ceid-
yac B HEH 3apokJasIoch YyBCTBO HeHaBUCTH K IleTpy. OHa siexxana Ha XOJIOAHOM OCEHHEN 3eMJle, BCs
B crie3ax. Ee mMblcim MeTanuch, Kak JIMCThsI Ha BeTpy. Ho GoJbliie Bcero HEeHaBHUCTH B 3TOT MOMEHT
Menanus UCTIBITBIBAIA K POJHON MaTepu, KoTopasi Opocuia ee U 0OpeKja TeM CaMbiM Ha BCE TH
crpaaanus. To, 4To B 3TOU ceMbe OHa HepojHasi, MenaHus crajia MoHUMaTh ¢ rofamu. Beab k poa-
HBIM JIETSIM TaK He OTHOcATCs. Kaxaplil pa3, Korga KTO-TO TOBOPUJI O MaTepsiX, O JII0OBH U 3a00Te,
Menanus omrymana, Kak BHyTpH Hee MOAHUMAETCsI BOJIHA HEHABHUCTU. DTO ObUIO HE TIPOCTO YYBCTBO
— 3T0 OBUIO ee OpyKHe MPOTUB OOJH, ee CII0cOO BBIKUTH B MUPE, KOTOPBIN Ka3aJics TAKUM KECTO-
KUM. MenaHusi MeuTana O MeCTH, O TOM, YTOObl OIHaX/Ibl BCTPETUTh MaTh U CKa3aTh €l Bce, YTO
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nepxaina B cede. Ho re-To B miyOuHe nyimu MenaHusi OHMMaIa, YTO HEHABUCTD JIMIIb OTPABJISIET
ee COOCTBEHHYIO KU3Hb.
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I'JIABA 3. HEIIOTPEBHA{ JIEBKA

OkTs6pp 1921 roma. Oxpauna [lerporpana.

[Tpouum rogsl. Menanus nos3pociiena. M3 MaeHbKON 4yMa301 IEBUYIIKY OHA IPEBPATUIIACH
B KpacuBylo OapbliiHO. Ee fierkue, rpaio3Hble IBMKEHHS 3aBOPAKUBATMA OKpPYKalouX. Peikue
BOJIOCHI, CJIOBHO COJIHEUHBIC JIyYH, CTPYWJIUCh 1O 3a0CTPEHHBIM IUIeYamM. Y Hee ObUIM KpacuBBIC
YEPTHI JIMLA, OBAJTIbHYI0 (POPMY KOTOPOTO YE€TKO MOTYEPKUBAIN CKYJIbl, KaK Y JEBYIIEK, COLUEIIINX C
nonioteH Penvaa u bpromiosa. SIpkue 3es1eHsbie r1a3a, CJIIOBHO ABa U3YMPYAd, MAJIEHbKUI B3IEPHY ThIi
HOCHK, CJIerKa myxJible ryobl. ['ycTble pecHUIIBI Jesanu ee B3I ellle Oosiee MpUTATaTeIbHbIM, Oy/ITO
OHa XpaHWIa B ce0e MHOXECTBO HEPAaCCKa3aHHBIX UCTOpHil. Bcsi ee BHENIHOCTh, Kak CUMQOHUs, O
KOTOPOH XOTeJIOCh TOBOPUTh OECKOHEUHO, OCTaBJIsIa 3a COOOM cie/l BOMIEOCTBA U 3arajikv, Jejast
MenaHuio He IPOCTO KPAacHBOM, a MOUCTUHE He3aObiBaeMoil. Kaxnoe yTpo oHa mo0Ouna CTosTh y
OKHa M CMOTPETh Ha BOCXOJSIIIEE COJHIIE, TPEJBKYILAs HOBBIM JIEHb U €10 BO3MOKHOCTH.

Cocelckrie MaJTbYMIIKU, KOTOPbIE KOT/IA-TO APa3HUIIM €€, Terlepb ¢ BOCXHIIEHUEeM HaOoqasm
3a BOJIIIEOHBIM TIPEBpAIllCHUEM B JIeByIIKY. MesaHusi He oOpalliajia Ha HUX BHUMaHus. B ee myie
POCJIO CTpeMJIEHHUE OTKPBITh ISl ceOsl MUP, HANIOJTHEHHbI HOBBIMU BIEYATJICHUSAMH U 3HAHUSMH.
OpHaxo Bce MofoOHbIe CTPEMJICHHSI )KeCTKO MpeceKauch [leTpoM, KOTOpBIH MOYTH €XeTHEBHO HaKa-
3bIBaJI IPUEMHYIO JOYb IO 1oBOY U 0e3. TeM He MeHee, MenaHus1 3aKOHUMIIA YeThIpe KJ1acca IKOJIbI,
HAY4YWIaCh YUTATh U MHCATh.

B TOT ron crpany oxBaTWJI CTpAIIHENIIINNA TOJIO], BBI3BAHHBIM HeypoxkaeM B [loBomkbe. PeBo-
monust, ['paxaaHckast BoiHa, TPOApa3BepCTKa JIUIIb YCYTYOWIN CUTYAIIUIO B CTPAHE.

YV HUKUTHHBIX TO)E OBUIO TSIKKO C MTPOJOBOJILCTBUEM. B OCHOBHOM MUTAJIUCH TEM, UTO BhIpa-
IIMBAJIM B OTOPOJIe, HO €J1bl KpaiiHe He XBaTaJlo. Jla ellle 1 MoJIOBHHY ypoXast pacTallliiIz U3 cajia oec-
npu3opHUKK. Oropoiom 3aHuMaiich Baps u Menanus. ExatepuHa mocieiHee BpeMsi craia ciiada
3I0POBbEM: TYOEpKYJIe3 U3MYUIJI ee MCXy/IaBiee Tesio. MaTh MouTH He BCTaBaJia C TIOCTEJIH.

OnuuM oceHHrM BeyepoM [letp BepHysicst ¢ paOpuKu paHbiie OOBIYHOTO, elle Jake COJHIIE
HE yCIeJio KOCHYThCS ropu30HTa. OH € 3alyMUMBBIM BbIpaXeHHEM JiMla Boien B JoM. ExkarepuHa,
YBUIEB MY3ka, 00paJoBaiach U MOMNbITATAaCh BCTaTh C KPOBATH.

— Jlexu yx! — HErpoMKO CKa3ajl OH KEHe.

EkateprHa nociayiHo OTKUHY/Ia roJIoBy 0OpaTHO Ha MOAYILKY U CKa3aa:

— Tam ectp HeMHOTO eApl Ha crose. Hammm, 9ro cMorm.

[leTp nocMoTpes Ha CTOJ, Te JIEKAI0 YTO-TO ChbECTHOE, 3aBEPHYTOE B IIATOK, TOTOM IMEPEBES
B3IJISI/] HA )KEHY U OTMaxHYJICH:

— Ilotom.

[etp omycTuiics Ha cCKaMeNKy 1 TPUCIIOHUIICS CIMHOM K ieyr. Ero MpIc/iv ObLIH re-TO AaieKo.
Ha nune Obuta Kakas-T1o HEMOHATHAS TEHD.

Bapgapa, cTaBiias Toxe MpuBJIeKaTEIbHON JIEBYIIIKOW C TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMU U TTyOOKMUMHU TeM-
HBIMH IJIa3aMH, CUJielia Ha TabypeTke y KpoBath Matepu. OHa BOITPOCUTEIBHO IMOCMOTpENIa Ha OTIIa,
HO HAYEro He CIpOCUJIa.

Meanus He oOpamaiia Ha [leTpa HUKakOro BHUMaHUS M MOJTYa IPOTUPAJIa MbUTh Ha TIONOKOH-
HUKaX.

3arsHyBILIeecss MOTYaHUEe HapyluiI I71aBa ceMbi. OH TUXMM, MOHOTOHHBIM T'OJIOCOM CKa3aJ:

— Hawm Heuero ectb. HensBecTHO, Korjga 3T0T rojiojoMop 3akoH4YMTCA. Jliogu MpyT.

Crnenyomas (paza HaKOHEL-TO PACKPbLIA PUYMHY €r0 TAMHCTBEHHOM 33 yMUYMBOCTH:

— JluniHWe pThl HaM HE HYKHbI HBIHYE.
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Menanusi, JaBHO OCO3HABABIIAs, YTO OHA JIMIIHSS W YyXkas B 9TOM JOMe, OOEpHY/Iach M
nocmotpena Ha [lerpa mupoko packpbeIThiMu r1a3amu. Ee ryObl crierka nproTkpsutuck. OHa xana,
yt0 eme ckaxer [lerp. Tor mpomomkut:

— Menanusi, cobupaiicsi! f otBeny Te6s1 B onHO MecTo. Tam Teneps Oyaenib KuTb.

Menanus 3aMoTasia rOJIOBOM M KPUKHYJIA:

— 4 nukyna He noiay!

Ona 6pocunach k ExkatepuHe u cxBaTiia ee 3a Horu. Bamonunacs:

— Mawma, He no3Bossiiz emy!

Menanus aJoCTIIMBO CMOTpeJa B ria3a ExaTepuHsbl, Mila B HUX MTOMOIITH.

Ekarepuna cripocuna myxa:

— [lerpyma, T yTO 3TO YIyMan?

IMerp He orBeTw )eHe. OH BCTAT CO CKAMENKHU M MPoOypYal B CTOPOHY MeaHuu:

— Hypa! 4 o Tede nekych. Tam Tede OymeT u KpoB, U efa.

OH cniepHyn Menanuio ¢ KpoBaTy M TOJIKHYI B YTOJ, TJIe JIEKAJIH €€ BeIlIH.

— Openaiics, ckazan! — npukasai [lerp.

— $1 He moiiny! — 3aopana Menanus u co 3710001 mocMoTtpena Ha [lerpa.

B cnenyromuii Mur ero pyka B3MEeTHYJIach B BO3AyX U Biienuia Menanuu nomeurnny. Ta oto-
poniena. OHa moTepia JaJoHblo MeKy. BHyTpu Bce 3akurienio. Menanus Opocuiack k Iletpy u co
BCEX CHJI TOJIKHYJIA ero pyKam# B rpyab. Ho ToT gaxe He menoxuyscs. OH cXxBaTHI NaJIbTo MenaHuu
OJHOM PYKOW, BTOPOM MOAXBATHII €€ caMy MOJl PYKy U MOTAIIUJI K ABEPU.

Exarepuna xoTesa BCTaTh C MOCTENH, YTOOBI 3aCTYNUThCA 32 MeJTaHHIo, HO HOTHY ee MOAKOCHU-
JIMCh, M OHA PYXHYJa 0OPATHO.

[erp pacnaxHyn aBepb M yaapui MeaHWIo B CITUHY, TEM CaAMbIM TOATOIKHYB €€ K BBIXOMY.
Onu 06a CKpBUTHCH 32 ABEPHIO.

Houb BcTynmia B cBoM mpaBa M yKpacuiia He0O SIpKMMH 3Be3aMu. YiuuHble (poHapu Hes-
CKOTrO TIPOCHEKTa TYCKJIO OCBEIAIM MPOXOXKUX. MUMO Kyaa-To Opesu JToAu, YKyTaHHbIe B MAJIbTO U
TUIAIH, KPACHBbIE MAITMHBI OCIICTUISUTH IIPOXOXKUX CBOMMU OoJbIMU (papamu. TyT v Tam TO U €710
pa3IaBavCh KPUKU U3BO3YMKOB:

— D1, mobeperucs!

Menanus Monya marasa 3a [lerpom, ¢ oOONBITCTBOM 3arJIsi/IbIBAsICh Ha YIUYHBIE BHIBECKH C
HAIMUCSAMH «AnTeKa», «bubmioreka», «Potorpadis». lllnu onn yxe monro. 3a clieqyommum Kup-
NUYHBIM 371aHKMeM [leTp cBepHy: 3a yron, Menanus mociymHo npocienopana 3a HuM. CrycTs eme
HECKOJIbKO MHUHYT [leTp ocTaHOBMIICS y KPAaCMBOTO MHOTOTaKHOTO 31aHusi. OHO BO3BBIINIAIOCH HA
YIJIy YJMIBI, YKPBIBasi CBOIO MOIIb TOfI CJIOEM CEpOro LEMEHTa M CTApMHHOrO Kuprnuda. Beicokue
OKHa, IITyOOKHE U y3KHe, CJIOBHO MPHIIypEHHbIE IJ1a3a, HAOMI0aIM 32 IepeMEHUYMBBIM JKM3HEHHBIM
MOTOKOM Topora. Kaxnplii 3Tax ObLT yKpalleH CKPOMHBIMH, HO BBIPa3UTEIbHBIMU Oapenbedamu,
M300pakaoIIMMU CLISHBI TPy/a U OpaTcTBa, CKMBOU3UPYS Bepy B OyyIiee.

— Ipunum, — npodopmotain [eTp 1 OCTOPOKHO MOCTyYal B ABEPb.

CrycTst Kakoe-To BpeMsi IBepb OTBOPUJIAChH, 32 HEW BO3HUK CHITYST BBICOKOTO MYKUMHBI JIET
nsatuaecaTy. OH ObLT XyIOIIABOTO TEJIOCTIOKEHH S, HO KIITHUCTHIM. OfieT ObLT My>KUMHA B TPOCTOPHBIH
KOCTIOM TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOTO 11BeTa. MajleHbKHe TeMHBIE T71a3a 00paMIIsLIA TYCThIe TeMHbIE OPOBH.
Ha neBoii 1eke ObUT y3KMiA [UIMHHBINA [IpaM: OH HAYMHAJICS y CaMOro IJia3a M TepsuICs TOJ YCTOM
60poy10ii, 32 KOTOPOH BOBce He ObUIO BUIHO pTa. Ho BApYyr pasnacs ero ronoc. MyX4rHa CIIPOCHIT:

— Yero uszBosure?

— 4 k Codre AnnpeeBHe, y MeHs goropopeHo! — oopmotan Ilerp. — Ilepenaiite eii, 4to
Ilerp Hukutun npuines.

Bricokmil MyKuMHa CKpPBUICS 3a IepeBSHHON pe3HOH ABepblo. Ero He ObUI0 MUHYT ISITh, 3aTEM
ABEpb CHOBAa OTBOPUJIACH, M MYXKUHMHA KECTOM TPUIIIACHII TOCTE BOUTH.
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Menanus nocnenosaia 3a [lerpom, a TOT — 3a BBICOKMM MYKYMHOM B KocTioMe. Brpoem oHun
TIOJTHSLTUCH TT0 IIUPOKOM JIECTHUIIE HAa BTOPOM 9TaX U MPOIILIA K OAHOW N3 MHOTOUMCIIEHHBIX KOMHAT.

— Cioga, — yKazaJl ’KeCTOM Ha JBepb IMPOBOXKATHIN U UCYE3 32 YIJIOM.

JIBepb pacnaxHynach. 3a Hell CTosiIa CTPOMHAs JaMa CPeIHUX JIeT B [UIMHHOM OapXaTHOM I1j1a-
The TEeMHO-3eJIeHOro I1BeTa. KpymnHeie Oenble Oychl OOBUBAIM €€ UIMHHYIO TOHKYIO Ieto. UepHsbie
BOJIOCHI OBUTH TIOCTPHIKEHBI TIOJ] Kape. Beck 3TOT 06pa3 GoJibliie MOXoAuI Ha 00pa3 KMHOAKTPHC TOTO
BpeMeHu. JKeHInHa, yBUEB TocTel, BOOMyIIeBmIach. Ee TOHKMe KpacHble I'yObl H30THYJIUCH B JIeT-
KoM yipiOKe. TeMHBble I71a3a 3aCHsLTH.

— Ietp, romy6umk, Bol punuin! $1 yx u He yasiia! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA KEHIIMHA.

Ona niepeBesia CBOY B3IJIsi/1 HA MenaHuio, CTOSIBIIYIO TUXOHBKO B CTOpoHe. Barsin stor Mena-
HUM OYEHb He MOHPABUIICS, Ha JyIlle BOHUKJIO CTPAHHOE OIIyIIeHHe, OyATO BOT-BOT CIIyYHUTCS UTO-
TO HEXOpOIIIee.

— Ipoxonute, canurtech! — ckazana Codbsi AHIpeeBHa U YKa3ajia )KeCTOM Ha CTYJIbsl, CTOSIB-
IIMe Y TEMHOT'O JJAKMPOBAHHOTO CTOJIA.

Menanus orisiesa KOMHaTy, TOXOQMBIITYI0 OOJIbIIIe Ha KaOWHET BHICOKOTIOCTABJIEHHOTO YHHOB-
HUKA: CTeHbI B 30JIOTUCTBIX 0005IX, OKHA, 3aIITOPEHHbIE OOPIOBBIMU IITOPAMH C 30JIOTUCTON Oaxpo-
MOM. Y OIHOTO M3 OKOH CTOSUT IIUCBbMEHHBIH CTOJI, HA KOTOPOM ObUIa Ky4a BCSIKUX MEJIOYEH: 4achl,
rnenesbHUIA, (papopoBbie CTATY3TKU. B yrity crosi 1mikad ¢ KHUramu, a OKOJI0 HErO — MUHHATIOP-
HBI1 OOPIOBBIN IMBAHUMK C PE3HBIMU MOATIOKOTHUKAaMU. [100eIeHHBII MOTOMOK yKparana OosbIast
CTEKJISTHHAS JIIOCTPa U3 MyPAHCKOTO CTEKJIa.

INoka Menanust ¢ MOOOMBITCTBOM IJIsiienia o ctopoHam, Iletp yxe ynoOHO ycescs 3a CToi
HaripotuB Codbrt AHIpeeBHBI. Ta BHUMATEIHHO CMOTpPESia Ha TOCTsI, BCTABJISIS CUTAPETy B MYH/IIITYK
U3 CJIOHOBOY KOCTH.

— Bor, mpuBesn BaM €BKY, KaK ¥ JOTOBapUBAIUCH, — TpousHec Iletp.

— BocxututenpHo! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA XO35MKa U TIOIHEC/Ia MYH/IITYK K CBOMM SIPKO-KPACHBIM
ryoam.

Menanusi HUIYEro He MOHMMAala U, OTKPBIB poT, cMoTpena Ha Codplo. Ta nmepeBena B3I C
[Nerpa Ha Hee U ¢ JIIOOOMBITCTBOM TPHIILY PUTACh.

— Hano6Ho ocmoTpeTh ToBap, — miponsHecia Codbsi.

— Hy, Tak, 3-3-3... — 6opmortain [letp, pa3Bons pykamu.

VYcrplmag cioBo «ToBap», MelaHuu U BOBCE CTaJIo He 1o cebe.

— 9i1, Iuno! — Bapyr oyeHb rpoMKoO KpukHyJa Codbsl, OAHAKO €l HUKTO HE OTO3BAJICS W3-
3a JIBepU.

Ona KpuKHyJa e1ie rpoMye:

— Kmum! INoau ciona, yepT okastHHBIN |

B koMHaty He crieria BoIesa TOT caMblii My)KYMHA, KOTOPbIM BCTpedas rocreit y Bxoga. OH
oOpaTwiICcs K XO35iKe:

— Yero uzBonute, Cobsi AHipeeBHa?

— Ham ocmotpeTs fieBKy Ha10, — ckazana Codbst 1 BHOBb CiKajia MyH/IIITYK CBOUMU I'yOaMH.

KM noportresr B Menanny 1 CKOMaHI0BaJT:

— Pazpesaiics!

— Yero? — oneumia Ta.

Kiyium nosTopui:

— Opexy cHuMaii, nypa!

Codbst 312712 HETPOMKHIA CMEIIIOK U TUXO IIPOrOBOPUJIA, CJIOBHO cama cebe:

— Jla oHa eme u ryxas. ..

Menanus crosia, oneneHeB. Kilmm mpoTsiHy/T pyKy K BOPOTY €e MajbTo, Kak BAPYT OHA Pe3KO
OTCTYNWJIa Ha3a]], BBIKPHUKHYB:

— 4 cama!
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— Hy, Tak cHumaii! — He yHumasicsa Knum.

MenaHus MeJIEHHO paccTerHyJia MyroBUIIbl AJbTO M CKHUHYJA €ro ¢ miied. KM BeixBaTui
MaJIbTO Y LIBBIPHYJI €70 Ha 10J1. MenaHus ocTanach CTOATh NOCPEIU KOMHATBI B OTHOM JIMIIIb I1J1aThE.

Barisin Codwpu BOpyT niepectan ObITh ApyxemoOHbM. Ee muiio crano kameHHbIM. OHa TOCMOT-
peina Ha Kimma u kuBHya. [ToHsB npukas X03siiKu, TOT nojoie K MenaHuu co CUHbBI U pa3opBal
Ha Heil ruiatke. TKaHb 3aTpelnana, KJIoubs IJIaThs CKaTWIMCh BHU3. Bee, 4To ObLIo Ha/IeTo 1oj 1ia-
TheM, Takxke ObuTo opBaHo Kimmmom. Menanusi cTosiia MOMHOCTBIO ToJast, TBITAsCh TPUKPBITH ceOst
pykamu. I1pu Bune obHaxxeHHoi Memnanuu [letpy crano He 1o cede, OH OTBEpHYJICS U CTapaJics He
CMOTpETDb Ha Hee.

Codps 3aTymmmia curapery, OUIOkKWIa MyHIIITYK B CTOPOHY M BCTasla M3-3a crona. OHa mef-
JIEHHO MO/I01ILIa K MenaHu 1 cTajia ocMaTpUBaTh €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH, CBEPXY BHU3, CKOJIb351 B3[JIs1IOM
10 XKeMUYKHO-0esIoN IeBruUbell Koxke. Menanust Obula MPeKpacHO CIIOXKEHA: TBIITHAS TPY/Ib, OKPYT-
Jbie Oefipa, TOHKast U3SIIHAS Tajusl, CTPOMHbIE HOTH, TOHKHE 3aITSICThsl U [UTMHHbIE TTAJTbITbL.

— Xoporma! Ax, koObuTKa! — GopmoTana cede noa Hoc Codbsl.

Omna npotsiHy/a pyKy K ronose Menanuu 1 BeIEpHYJIa U3 yYKa BOJIOC IIMUJIBKY — OTHEHHBIE
JIOKOHBI PacChINaIMCh MO U3SALIHBIM IJ1euaMm IeByiiku. Bapyr B3risan Codbu cran npucraibHbiM. OHa
BHUMATEJIbHO IOCMOTpeJIa Ha CIIMHY MesaHuu, BJ0JIb KOTOPO#M paccTHiaIvch mpamsl. X gpopma u
L[BET BAPbUPOBAIUCH: HEKOTOPbIE CKOJIb3UJIY BJIOJIb [IO3BOHOUHMKA, KAK TOHKKE TPELIMHBI HA CTAPOM
dapdope, npyrue xe mpeACTaBIsIM COOOH MUPOKKE MOOCH, UCUepUYeHHbIE BpeMeHeM M UCITBITa-
HussMU. CBeTyible, IOYTH KEMUY:KHbIE ILIPaMbl, Ka3aJI0Ch, UCKPUJIMCH IOl CBETOM JIaMIl, B TO BpeMs
KakK TeMHbIe, 3acTapesibie, OOJIbIIe MTOXOAUIA Ha T'YCThIe TEHH.

— 370 emie yTo? — BockMKHY/Ia Codbsi U BOpocUTeNIbHO ocMoTpena Ha [lerpa.

ToT cMeKHyI1, B 4eM JIeN10, U CKa3al:

— Tak He ciynaercst oHa MeHsl. BocnuThiBaTh IPUXOAUTCS.

— Tebs Ob1 Tak BocniutaTh! — chipoHusupoBaia Codwsi. — Takoit ToBap ucroprui! Ix!

Oma XxJI0MHYNa B JIaJ0IIH, TOTepia ux u oopatuiacek k [lerpy:

— 3abwupaio ee. Byner Moei )xeMayKHHOM.

Codpbs mpolia K TMCbMEHHOMY CTOIY, JOCTajda W3 SIMKAa HECKOJIbKO JIEHEKHBIX KYIIOp U
opocuia ux [lerpy Ha cron. TOoT cXBaTUJI JEHBI'M U PACIUIBLICS B YJBIOKE:

— Bbrnaronapcryio, Codbst AHIpeeBHa!

Menanus TocMOTpesia Ha AEHBI' U, CJIe3bl TOTEKJIN U3 €€ 3eJIEHbIX IJ1a3, TOPbKUE U OOKHTAIOIIHE.
Ona He MorJ1a MOBEPUTDH B TO, YTO MTPOMCXOJWIIO CeYac B 3TOM KOMHATe.

[lerp nocnemnHo cyHyn JEHbIM B KapMaH, pPacKJaHsJICS M HalpaBWICA K BbIxony. Menanus
CMOTpeJia eMy BcJiel], TPOKJIHas Beeld aymion. [leTp BeIlmen 1 3aKpbul 32 COOOH JIBEPb.

Codps cena Ha Ty HAIPOTUB MeslaHuy, 3aKMHYB HOT'Y Ha HOT'Y, U CKa3aJa:

— Hy 40, GapblHs, Terneps Thl MPUHA/ICKHUIIb MHE.

Menanus cxBaTiiia ¢ Tosia MajibTo M HaKMHY/a Ha ceOs. OHa cMaxHysa cje3bl Co IIeK U Apo-
JKaIMM roJIOCOM CIPOCHUIIa:

— Bu1 uT0 %€ 310, Kyruiu MeHs? Kak mapy HOBEHbKMX OAIlMakoB?

— Ha, munouka, — otBetmiia Codbsi. — Tenepb kuth U paboTtarh OyAelb TYT.

— Kak pa6otars? — He noHnMana MenaHusl.

Codbst HUUEro He OTBETUJIA, & TOIBKO I'POMKO PacxoxoTasachk, 3aTeM Ipukasaia Kiumy:

— OrtBenu ee B KOMHaty K JIuske.

KM tonkuyn Menanuio k nsepu. Ta nociymanacs. OHY MPOILIM MO JJIMHHOMY KOPUIOPY,
JKEJIThIe CTEHBI KOTOPOTO OBUTH YKpAIlIeHbl CBETUJIBHUKAMHU M KPACUBBIMU KapTUHAMU. Y OIHOW U3
asepeit Kimum npukazan ocTaHOBUTBCS:

— Ciona 3axonu!

MenaHus HOCIYIIHO BOLUIA, ABEPb 3a HEW 3aKpblIach, M OHA YCJIBIINIAIA, KAK KJII0Y [TOBEPHYJICS
B 3aMKe, J1aBas [OHSATh, YTO BBIXOAA OTCIONIA HET U TEeTlepb OHA B3aIEPTH.
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KomHuata Obuta HeOOMbIIAs: CBETIIbIE CTEHBI, MOOSIEHHBI BHICOKUI MOTOJIOK, TEMHBIE INTOPBI
Ha oKHax. Ha moJy niesxait KpacuBbiil ciHMI KoBep. VI3 Me6Gen B KoMHATe ObLIN CTOJ, CTYJIbsI, IKad
IJIs1 OfIEK AL ¥ 3epKasIo. Y 3alITOPEHHOTO OKHA CTOSIIH JIB€ HEOOJIbIINE KPOBaTH.

B komHare Gosbiiie HUKOTO He ObUT0. MenaHus JepHysia pydKky JBEpH, MbITasiCh OTKPHITH €e,
HO TiieTHo. OHa He crela MpoIia K OHOM U3 KpoBartel y okHa. bomb 1 o0uga cxamm ee cepure
TaK CWJIBHO, YTO He XBarayo Bo3ayxa. OHa jkagHO TOTaja KUCIOPOM, HO HE MOIJIA HAJBIIIATHCS.
Crne3bl CHOBA MONWIKCH U3 T71a3. MesaHus OIyCTHIach Ha TIOJT, CKUMasi TIOJI0N CBoero nayisro. OHa
MOHKMMAJIA, YTO €€ MPOJIAJIM B POCTUTYTKH, BEpHEe, POl YeIOBEK, PACTUBIINN ee.

— TNouemy Bce 3T0 cO MHOM MPOUCXOAUT?! — cripamuBaia oHa cedst, HO MOTYaHUE KOMHATBI
OCTaBJISIO 3TOT BOMpoc Oe3 OTBeTa.

B 3Tu MunyTH Menanus BUHMIA B CBOMX CTpPaJIaHUsIX HE cTONbKO Ilerpa, CKobKo CBOIO poji-
HYIO MaTh, OpocuBIIyio ee. Beap Oyab OHA psAOM, HIUYETO IJIOXOTro Obl He TIPOU30IILIO.

Crpax, o01a, HEeHaBUCTh — BCE CMEIIAJIOCh B rojioBe Menanuu. OHa 1j1akasa, He repecraBas,
MOKa He 3aCHYJA, CUJIsS B OIHOM TaJbTO HAa CHHEM KOBpE Y KpOBaTH.

% sk ok

HeronsTHOe 1mieBeieHre B KOMHATe 3aCTaBUJIO0 MeJlaH!Io OTKPBITh 171a3a. OHa orsisiienach 1o
CTOpPOHAM M yBH/IeJIa Ha COCeTHEeN KPOBATH MOJIOZYIO IEBYIIIKY, JIET BoceMHaAaTi. CKOJIBKO MpPOIIIO
BpeMeHU, MenaHus He 3Haja, HO 32 OKHAMU MO-TIpekHeMY Oblila HOUb. B KOMHaTe ropest TyCKJIbIi
ceeT. Cujisiasi HAPOTUB JEBYIIKa OblTa OJIeTa B U3SIIITHOE YEPHOE IJIaThe ¢ OeIbiMU BcTaBKamu. Ee
JUTMHHBIE PyChIe BOJIOCH! OBLTH CJIETKa pacTpernaHbl ¥ Clafaiy Ha Tuieur. [IeByika qepkaia B OTHOM
PYyKe HeOOJIBIIIOE 3epKaJIo, a B IPYroil — Kycok TKaHu. OHa IbITaJlach CTEPETh C JIUIA BBI3bIBAIOIIUI
MaKHsK: OpOBH OBUTM MPOYEPUEHBI )KUPHON OOBOIKOM, HAKpAIIIEHHbIE PECHUIIBI U SIPKO KpPAcHBIE
ryOsl. [leByika mocmoTpesia Ha MenaHuio ¥ TUXO CIIPOCHIIA:

— Hogenbkas?

Menanus OIHSIACh C TOJIa M ycenach Ha KpoBaTh. OHa 3amaxHysa CBOE MaJIbTO MOIJIOTHEE
Y OTBETHJIA JEBYIIIKE:

— CeroaHsi MeHsI KyIWIH.

l'onoc Menanuu AporyyJ1, v cje3bl CHOBA MOTEKJIM MO HIEKaM.

— He peBu, — BITHpasi TyObI, CKa3asia HE3HAKOMKA. — 37€Ch PEIKO KTO IO CBOEH BOJIe HAaXO-
autcs. Koro mpogaior, a KoMy pocTo ecTh He4ero.

Ona nocmoTpena Ha MenaHuio ¥ PUIBUHYJIACH K HEW UyTh OJMkKe, CKa3aB:

— 41 BoOOIIIE B MATHAAIATH JIET Clofia romnasa. [lute coBcem.

Menannu yaanoch pacCMOTPETh YepThl JIMIa HE3HAKOMKH Yike O6e3 Makusika. OHa BcMaTpuBa-
JIach B JIMIIO JIEBYIIKH, THITASCh YIOBUTh KaXIYIO JETallb, KOTOpas Morya Obl paccKa3aTh KaKylo-TO
ucropuio. be3 Makusika Koxka BBIIVIsIAENA YSI3BUMO, HO MIMEHHO B 9TOM ObljTa CBOSI KpacoTa — ecTe-
CTBEHHOCTb, KOTOPYIO TaK YaCTO CKPBIBAIOT IMOJI CJIOEM KOCMETUKH. [ 1a/Ikve IeKH 1 ejBa 3aMeTHbIe
BECHYIIKY MPU/IaBATH HE3HAKOMKE IOHOIIECKHUI BUI, B TO BpeMsi KaK BbIpa3UTeNIbHbIE TOTyObIe I71a3a
BBIJIABAIM MYAPOCTb U ONBIT, BO3MOKHO, HAKOIUICHHBIE 32 TOIbl OOPbObI C KU3HEHHBIMU TPYIHO-
crsimu. HekoTopsie iHuY Ha J10Y BbIJaBai 03a004eHHOCTb, a JIerKasi TeHb Ha Mo00PO/IKe HaMeKasa
Ha MOMEHTHI, TIOJTHbIE pa3MBbIILIeHUA. MenaHus 3aMeTsia, Kak He3HAKOMKa MHOT/A MPUKpbhIBaja
I71a3a, CJIOBHO TIBITAsICh CIIPATAThCSI OT MHpPa, B KOTOPOM He BCerja BCe TaK MPOCTO. DTa YSI3BUMOCTb
npyaaBasia efl 3arafjouyHoCcTh, 1 MenaHusl OYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO TOTOBA y3HATh OOJIbIIE O HEH, O ee
NepeKMBAHUSX U MEUTAaX.

— 4 JIuza, — nipencraBuiach AEBYIIKA.

— 4 Menanus, — mocjie1oBajl OTBET.

MunyTty cniycrs Menanus Hapylnia MOJIYaHWE B KOMHATe CBOMMHM BOIIPOCAMMU:

— U xaxk 3zech Bee yerpoeno? Cogbs TyT r1aBHasi?

JIuza ckuHyna ¢ cedsi I1aThe U, OCTABIIKCh B OMHOM YepHO KOMOMHAIMY, PyXHYJIa HA KPOBATh.
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— Hy, nyO6imuyHbIA 10M OH M eCcTh MyOnuuHbliA oM. YTo TyT cKakemb?! — oTBedana Jlusa,
s B TIOTOJIOK. — VICTIONHsIEM JKelaHusl KJIMEeHTOB. .. VIHOrma ¢ ynuibl 3a3blBaéM MX, a MHOTAA
cama MaTyIlKa MPUBOJMT MX K HaMm ciozia. Jla, oHa TyT riaBHas1. Y Hee Be3/ie CBOM IJ1a3a M yIIH.

OT Bcex 3TUX CJI0B y MeslaHNH HavaJlo IEeMHUTh cepiiie, KpoBb Mpriinia K BUCKaM. OHa rpOMKO
BBITIAJIHJIA:

— Ho Beap mpoctutynus HeiHue nop 3anperom! Kak xe Tak?!

JInza XMXuKHyJIa U CKa3asa:

— Ilon 3anperom! Kak xe! V Codwu ectb BusTebHbIN 1pyr B camoM Cogete. Eil Bce Humo-
yeM. [lnno — rnaBHBIA ee MOpAOBOPOT. JleaeT Bce, YTO OHA NIPUKAKET. A Y HErO TOXE €CTh CBOS
[IafKa OaHIIOraHoB.

Menanus He MOIJIa IOBEPUTD B TO, UTO CJblIaia. Eif cTaHOBMIIOCH OU€Hb CTPAIIIHO.

— IIuno — sto Knum? — cnpocuna oHa y JIussl.

— Jla, — oTBeTMJIa Ta U OTBEPHYJIACh K CTEHE.

— A KopmHT 311ech? — npojoisKania paccnpoc Memnanusi.

— B Bocemb 3aBTpak. Ha nepsom 3taxe, — JInu3a 3eBHy/Ma ¥ poosnkuia. — JIOKKUCh, O31HO
yxe. KuTb, Ka)XuCh, Tl CO MHOH B 9TOI KOMHate Oy/ielb. 3aHUMail KpoBarTh.

JIuza 3aconena. MenaHusl MoHsIa, 4TO Ta YCHyJA. M3-3a IBEpU JOHOCWIACH HETPOMKasi
MYy3bIKa, IPUTTTYILIEHHbIE MYKCKHE T0J10Ca M TPOMKUII KeHCKUA cMeX. O4eBUAHO, T/Ie-TO B COCETHEN
KOMHATe KEHIIMHBI Pa3BJIeKaI MyKUMH. MellaHusl He X0Tena Bee 3To ciblmaTh. OHa Jiera Ha Kpo-
BaTh, OTBEPHYJIACH K CTEHE M 3aXaJla YU JIAJOHSIMHU.

i S

Y1pom crepyromero aHs MenaHusi IpOCHYJIaCh OT TOTO, YTO KTO-TO CHJIBHO TOJIKAJI €€ B JIEBBIT
60k. OHa B3/IpOTHYJIa U MOJHSJIA TOJIOBY C MOAYIIKHU. Y KpoBaTtH cTosiia JInza. OHa ckazaia:

— T uto 310 ApbIxHemb?! [Topa Ha 3aBTpak, a TO MaTymIKa OyJeT HeIOBOJIbHA.

JIuza yxe Obuta ymbITa, cCOOpaHa: ee BOJIOCH ObLIA aKKypaTHO 3aKOJIOTH HA MAKYIIKe, KOpHY-
HeBoe 0apxaTHOe IUIaThe U3SIIHO MOJUYEPKUBAIIO (DUTYPY.

Menanus BcTajia ¢ KpOBaTH U TUXO OOPOHMIIA:

— MHe HazieTh-TO U Hevero. Bece mopazopBasii Buepach.

JIuza nrycrpo noponia K mkady u craia peIThCs B HeM, bopMmoya:

— Ceituac HaiiieM 4TO-HUOYIb 1151 TEOsI.

Ona Opocuiia Ha KpoBaTh Oejioe IeTKOBOe HYbKHee Oelbe, Oeyio OJy3Ky U YepHYI I0OKY,
CKOMaH/IOBaB:

— Ognesaiicd, ronaeM BHU3!

Bckope eBymiky B OJIHOM YOpaHCTBE CITYCTHJIHICH T10 JIECTHUIIE U MPOIILIHA B CTOJIOBYIO. DTO
ObLIO IPOCTOPHOE TMoMelieHue. MIHTepbep CTOJIOBOW OTpaskasl AyX SMOXH, KOTJa JU3aiHbl HAXOOH-
JIUCh HAa CTBIKE TPAIUIIMOHHOTO U COBPEMEHHOro, couerasi B ceOe 3MeMEeHThl YyTOHUYEHHOrO CTHIIS
Y MPOCTOTHI (PpyHKIMOHANMM3MA. CTeHBl HE)XHOTO KPEMOBOTO IIBeTa ObLIM YKpAaIlleHbl KAPTUHAMU B
JEPEeBSHHBIX pamMax, N300pakaloIIUMHU CIIEHbI U3 TTPOCTOTO AEPEBEHCKOro ObITa. B 1IeHTpe KOMHATHI
CTOSIJTM HAKPBIThIE OEJIOCHEKHBIMU CKATEPTSIMH CTOJIBI M3 TEMHOTO AepeBa ¢ M3SIIHON pe3bOoit. [To
OOKaM CTOSUTH CTYJIbsi C OOMBKOM M3 TUIOTHOM O€XEeBOM TKAHU, YKOMIUIEKTOBAHHBIE BBICOKUM CITHH-
KaMH, YKpaIIaioMMH IPOCTPAHCTBO CBOMM OOraThiM y30poM. OcBelleHre MOAaBaIOCh U3 U3SIITHBIX
TOJIBECHBIX JIIOCTP. B CTOIOBOI Maxjio cBeXecBapeHHBIM OOPIIOM.

«Kpyrom rono, a Tyt 6opiiy, — nogymaia MenaHusl.

3a cToNamMu B 3ajie CHJIENI0 MHOTO JIEBYILIEK Pa3IMYHON BHEIIHOCTU M Bo3pacta. OHU MCKOca
MOISIIBIBAITE HA MeJTaHMIo M 0 YeM-TO MepenenThIBaIICh. Meanuu ctao He 1o cede ot 3toro. OHa
MOBTOPsIJIA Bee 3a JIM30¥: TojIoluia K oBapuxe, B3sia Tapesiky Oopiia ¢ KapTogeIbHOM JIeNenKon 1
MPOIIUIA K CTONY, Tie ObUIM CBOOOJHBIE MECTa; YCEBIINCh, TPUHSIIACH 32 Tpane3y. B cepoM KocTiome 1
kapry3e [1Inso cHoBax 1o 3aiy Tyaa-cioga. OH CIOBHO YTO-TO MCKAI M HUKAK HE MOT HalTH. MenaHus
MOKOCHJIACh B €r0 CTOPOHY M BIOJITOJIOCA CIIPOCHJIA Y CUASIIIEH HapOTUB JIu3bl:
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— A nouemy ero uno kauyt?

JIuza, OTKYCHB KYCOK JICTIEIIIKH, OTBEYasIa C HAOMTBIM PTOM:

— Kak moroBapmBaiot, B poIUIOM OH OBbUT OCY:K/IEH 32 YOUHCTBO KeHbl. BBIKOJION €l oM
1a3a, a moTom 3akosoi ee. OH O4eHb 37101 !

YV Menanuu 3aiekoTaao Topyio TOJMM OT pacckaza JIusbel, Toim oT ropsyeid noxjeOku. OHa
[IOMOTaJ1a TOJIOBOM.

JlanpIre geByKy ey Moiya. MesaHus crapajiachk 0oJjbliie He cMoTpeTh Ha Kimma.

ITocne 3aBTpaka Bce JEBYIIKM PA30LUIACh [0 CBOUM KOMHaraM. JInza u Menanus Takxke 1of-
HSUTCh K ceOe W, yIOOHO pacHOJIOKUBIIMCH HA CBOMX KPOBATSX, HECHEIIHO MPOAOKWIN CBOIO
Oeceny.

— A THI He X0Tesa coexarh oTcioia? — MouHTepecoBaiach Menanus y JIu3bl.

Ta nmogkaruna riasa:

— Vb6exartp kyga? Marymika Be3ae Haiiner! A eciu TeOsi MpoJaid pOICTBEHHUKH, TO U 3aCTy-
MUTHCSA 32 TeOs1 Oosiee HEKOMY.

Menanus onyctuiia ra3a. TeHb OTYasiHUSA CKOJIB3HYJA TI0 €€ JIMILY.

— V¥ MeHs 31ech ofHa 0Tpaja, — OTKpoBeHHMYasa JIu3a. — 3axakuBaeT KO MHE MHOIZA
OIMH KpacaBuuK. Tak oH MHe MuJI, 4yTo cuil Moux Hety! Kornma oH co MHOH, cepaue moe mieer. A
BCe OCTaJIbHOE JJIsI MEHsI — 3TO Bcero-Hascero padora. KpoB aa ena ects. Yero eme Hamo-to?! A
uATH MHe Hekyna. Cupora 1.

— 41, craso ObITh, TOXE CHPOTa, XOTh M KUJIa C CECTPOM MaTepu W ee MykeM-u3Beprom! —
Menanus Toe nepelnia Ha OTKpOBeHUs. — Martb Opocuiia MeHs ere B MuiiajieHdecTBe. byap oHa
npokJisATa!l OOpeKsia MeHsI Ha KU3Hb OeCIpOCBeTHYI0. MyK TETKU OWJI MEHsSI CMaJIbCTBA, U3/IeBaJICS,
a Terepb U BOBCE NPOJAJT B IPOCTUTYTKH. ..

MoHonor Menanuu npepBay 1aru 3a Jepblo. Bapyr oHa pacnaxHysack, 1 Ha IOpore BO3HUK
[Iuo. OH rpoMKO KpUKHYJI, oOpaiasck Kk MenaHnuu:

— Marymka Besnesna Tede uaTH Ha KyxHIo. [{o Beuepa Tbl Oyaerb oMorath TaM ¢ TOTOBKOH.

Menanus BcTana ¢ KpoBaTU M MOCIYIIHO npocieaoBaia 3a Kinumowm, ocrtaBus JIlusy onHy B
KOMHare.

OHHM CIyCTHIIHCH 110 JIECTHHUIIE, 3aTEM ITPOIILIM Yepe3 CTOIOBYIO Ha KyXHIO — HEOOJIBIIIOE TTOTy-
OCBEIIIEHHOE MOMEIIIEHNE, 3aBaJICHHOE KYXOHHOM yTBaphlo U KaKUMU-TO MellkaMu. Boaa kunena B
KOTJIax. B HUX 4TO-TO 3amelBalia HEBBICOKAs MTOJIHAS JKEHIIMHA JIET MATUAECATH.

— IMpunumaii nogmory! — oOpatuiics K Heit KiuM 1 BbIIes U3 KyXHH.

KennmHa noBepHysach K MeslaHUU M ITOCMOTpelia Ha Hee CBOMMH MaJICHBKUMU JI0OPBIMU
r1azamu. ITo OblTa MOXUIIAS JJaMa C OKPYIVIBIM JIMIIOM, KOTOPOE M3IIydasio 100poTy M Ku3Hb. Ee
IIEYKH, CJIETKa PACTIOHEBIIME, HATIOMUHAJIM CBEKHUE MIEPCUKU. BOock! ee ObLM CIpsATaHbI O] CBET-
JIBIA TUTATOK, 3aBS3aHHBIA c3aau. JITMHHBIA CBETIBIN (hapTyK NOOABIST el ere OOJbINe IMOTHOTHL.
Omna obparunack kK Menanuu:

— Henasno 3nech? Mens 3Bathb Tetst Huna.

MenaHus oTBETHIIA KEHIVHE:

— Jla, nepBblil 1eHb. MeHs1 Menanuen KJInuyT.

— Hy Oyznem 3HakoMbI! — XJ10mHYNa B j1agomm Tetss Huna. — A teneps 6epy HOX CO cToNa
Y TIOMOrail MHE KapToXy MOYUCTUTB !

Becs 1ens Menanus nposesia Ha KyxHe, ITIOMOrasi ¢ IIpUrotosijieHreM yxuHa. Terss Huna nonpa-
BUJIach eil. OHM MHOTO Pa3roBapuBaJIv O ’KU3HU, CETOBAJIM HAa CBOIO Cynb0y. Bpems nponererno He3a-
MeTHO. Hactynun Beuep, 1 Mup 3a OKHaMU NIOTpy3UJICs B MEJIAHXOJIMYHOE HACTpoeHue. JIuCThs, OKy-
TaHHBIE 30JI0THIMU ¥ KPACHBIMHM OTTEHKaMM, MEJIJIEHHO KPYKUJIUCh B BO3yX€E, [IOAJaBasICh JETKOMY
BETEpKy. YmuHble (pOHApU HaYaIl MepLaTh, MX TEIUIBIH CBET MPOOMUBAJICS CKBO3b TOJICTHIE CTEKJIa
OKOH KYXHH, CO3J1aBasi yIOTHYI0 aTMocdepy. W3 ropssurx KOTIOB MaxJjio BApeHOU KapTOIIKOM U Ipey-
HeBol Kateil. Ha kyxHio Bomesn Knum n npukazan Menanuu:
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— Marymka 30BeT k cebe! Mapi!

On conpoonmin Menanuio 1o kabunera Cogpr, octydan B ABepb. OTTyaa TOHECTIOCH:

— Hy, Bxomu!

Kium nogronkuyn MenaHuio BHYTpb.

Codwst cuniena B yrity kKaOMHeTa Ha AUBaHe U Kypwia. Ee ByabrapHbiil MakusiK He U3MEHUJIICS
C MOC/IeTHEeN MX BCTPEUH, a BOT Hapsi1, HAIIPOTUB, CTasl Oojee cAepkKaHHbIM, YeM HakaHyHe: Codbs
ObL1a OfieTa B JUIMHHYIO CTPOTYIO I00KY MBIIIMHOTO IIBETA U ATJIACHYIO PO30BYIO Oy3KY.

Ha tymGouke y qriBaHa, B O0JIBIION X PYCTATBHOM Ba3e, ObUTH PACKUHYTHI TPO3/Ibs O€I0r0 BUHO-
rpaja, a B leHTpe — OOJIBbIION KpacuBbIi aHaHac. MesaHusi MX paHbIIle HUKOI/IA He BUJeNa, TOTOMY
Ba3a Tak NpUBJIEK/Ia ee BHUMaHue. OHa rojgymMasa mpo ceos:

«['onox B cTpane, a TyT aHaHac!»

Codwst mocMoTpena Ha BOIIEIINX U Cpa3y jKe BCTasla C IMBaHA, 3aTYIIUB CUTAPETY O TeTellb-
auiy. OHa nogonuia K MenaHuy MOoYTH BIUIOTHYIO M THXMM POBHBIM TOJIOCOM CKaszasia eil:

— CeronHs y Tebst BaXXHBIM IOCETUTENb. Thl 10JKHA Oy/IelTh BBITIOMHATD BCE, YTO OH CKaXeT.
Ceituac Kimum nondepet Tede KpacuBblid Hapsif, IEBOYKH MOAKPACAT TeOs W BOJOCH mpuyernyT. K
ABAJIATA YacaM Thl JOJDKHA OBITh TOTOBA.

Menanus crosiia, octonoeHeB. OHa He Oblla TOTOBa K TAKOMY TIOBOPOTY COOBITHIA.

— Her! — BockiinkHyna Menanusi. — {4 He crany 3Toro genarsb!

Codbst rpoMKO pacxoxoTasiach €il B JIMIO U NiepeBesa B3sAn Ha Kiuma, ctosiBiero y nepu
KaOuHeTa.

— Cobixan, Knumymika?! — cbsa3puiia Codbsl.

VpiOka rcuesna c ee JiMiia, a Ha ee MecTe MOsIBUICS 3BepHHBIN ockal. OHa cxBaTuia MenaHuio
PYKOH 3a Mog00POJOK U KPUKHYJA:

— Tw1 gymaers, s1 Teds1 3a1apMa 3aech Oyny kopmuth?! Het, netouka. Thl 31ech, 4TOOBI pado-
TaTb!

Menanus otcrpanuiack oT Codbr, BHICBOOOANB CBOM OAOOPOIOK, ¥ HEBHSTHO 3aJIeTieTaa;

— 4... Hukorga se... He cymeno... 41...

Codns nepeduna ee:

— [la He Oneit ThI, Kak oBua! f 3Ha10, 4TO TH HETPOHYTas emie. IMEHHO 1Mo 3TOW MpUYNHE
y TeOs1 TIepBbId U OCOOBIN KJIMEHT BeuepoM . MHave momuia Obl ceroiHs, kKak Bce, mo Cennoit! C
OMaHKeTKaMH U JisipBaMu !

Codwst poruia K CTOJTy, MOBEpHY/Iach K MeslaHuu U, yxke 0e3 KpUKa, HO JKEJIe3HBIM TOHOM,
cKazasna:

— 3anomuu! Bosblie noBropaTh He cTany! A 3aech pelaoo, KOMy U 4TO AejaTh!

Ha rimazax Menanuu 3a61ectenu ciie3sl. Ykac HAJTMBAJI BCe ee Tesio poxbio. OHa XoTena mpe-
BPATHUTHCS B MITUILY M ceyac ke ylIeTeTb OTCIofaA.

— IMaraii ¢ KitumoM u HaumHait HaBoauTh Mapader! — nodaswia Codbs.

Menanus He BbIIEpiKajia ¥ TPOMKO 3aKpuyara:

— He 6yny! He cmeiite MeHst TyT nepkarh!

Menanus pBaHynach K ABepH, HO Bbixof nperpagu Kimum. Bapyr pyka Codwu Buenwiach
c3a1u B Bostockl Memnanuu. Pe3kuil ppIBOK — ¥ CUJTbHAsI O0JTb PacTeKJIach O BceMy 3aThUIKy. Mena-
HUS HE MOIJIa MTOIIEBEIUThCS.

— AX, kakas 1ol ctpontuBasi! f Tebs Hayuy ciaymarbes! — kpudana Codwsi.

Ona pazsepHysia Menanuio k ceOe ¥ BiIenuia ei 3By4HyIO TOIeunHy. Ta He pactepsiiach
pednextopHo Biaenuiaa Codbe Bcrpeunyio mnomeunny. Codbsi onemmia. Ha HECKOIBKO CeKyH[T B
KaOuHeTe Bolapuiach noaHas tuinmHa. [naza Knuma pactimpuivcs ot usymiienust. OH Momda cMOT-
pen Ha Cogalo. Ta ucnienensna B3nisgoM MenaHuio, HAXOAKMBUIYIOCS TOXKE B ITOJTHOM pacTEPSIHHOCTH.

Codwst He criemia NojoIUIa K OKHY ¥ 3aMepJia, BIVISIIBIBASICH B HOUHYIO TEMHOTY 32 CTEKJIOM.
CrycTst HEeKOTOpOe BpeMsi, He 000pavrBasich, OHA B TIOJITOJIOCA CKa3aja CIyre:
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— Ilokaxu eft, KituMm, 4to ObIBaeT, KOrma MHE He MOTUYUHAIOTCA!

Codnbs pe3ko MoBepHYJIach U J0OABUIIA:

— Tonbko yepe3 MoAyIIKY, YTOO TOBAPHBIN BH[] HE TIOTIOPTUTH!

Kmim cxBatrn Menanuio 3a pyKy ¥ TOJKHYJ Ha moji. Ta ynana. Knum mogOexan Kk auBaHy,
CXBATHUJI C HErO HEOOJBIITYIO MOYIIKY M IIBBIPHYT HA Menanuio. 3aTteM, yCeBIIUCh CBEPXY, CTal HAHO-
CUTh €l yJapbl KyJllaKaMy 4epe3 IMOAYyIIKY, Ja0bl He OCTaBUTh Ha Tejie ciieqoB. OH OWil HeMcToBO,
Ka3aJI0Ch, C 0COOBIM HacaxJeHueM. B ero rimaszax Obu1o nosiHoe OTCyTCTBHE KanocTu. OH cMOTpelt Ha
Menanuio, Kak Ha HEKUN 00BEKT, 3a0bIB O TOM, YTO 9TO — YEJIOBEK, C YyBCTBAMU 1 MeuTamMu. KM
O ee 1Mo rpy/u, Mo KUBOTY, 1o pedpam. Kaxnoe nermxenrie Kimma OpUTO BRIBEpEHO, KaXk/1as1 aTaka
— TOYHOM, OYATO OH TPEHUpPOBAJT B cede 3To noirumMu rogamu. [omyika, KoTopast I0KHA ObUIa
CMSITYUTD yIAPHI, JUIIb 100aBIsIa aOCypIHOCTH TPOUCXOIAIIEMY, CITOBHO KM Urpalt B Kakyio-To
JKECTOKYIO UTPY, 3a0bIB O IPABIJIAX YEJIOBEUHOCTH.

Menanusi, nepeBepHyBIINCHh Ha OOK, 3a)Kajla pyKaMH TOJIOBY, MBITAsICh 3aIIIUTUTHLCS OT YAAPOB,
HO C KaXKIOH CEKYHJION ee CONpOTUBJIeHHe ocnadeBao. Bokpyr cTosiia TUIIMHA, JIMIIb ITYM BETpa
32 OKHOM U TSDKeJIOe IbIXaHKe HaraJaBIlIero Hapymaiu Mpadnylo armocgepy. Kpuku Menanuu pac-
TBOPSUTMCH B OeCKpaiiHeM Mupe, Tjie He ObUIO MeCTa COCTPaJaHHUIO.

Bnpyr nonymika Hakpeiia uno Menanuu. Ei crano Hedem apiate. OHa M13BMBaIach Ha Moity,
KpHYa OT yKaca, HO CKBO3b TMOIYIIIKY rojioca He ObUIO CIBIIIHO. MenaHus ycTana CONpPOTUBIISATHCS.
OHa noHs1a, 4To ceifuac MpocTo yMpeT. XO0JI0/ CKOBAJI ee TeJo, pyKHr o0eccHin. M BOT — IIIOTOK
BO3/yXa.

«HeyxTo Bce 3akOHUMIIOCH ?» — MBICIIEHHO Cripocuiia ceOst MenaHusl.

— JoBonbHo, Kitumyiika! — ckomanaoBasia Codbsi. — B criepyroniuii pa3 3acyHelb e Iujio
T0J1 HOT'TH, €CJIM OCJTYIIAEeTCs] MeHsl !

Kium nopssisicst ¢ mosa v BepHYJI MOAYIIKY Ha MpekHee MecCTo.

Menanus jexana Ha Moy, paCKMHYB PYKH M HOTH B CTOpPOHBL. OHa KaJHO IJI0Tajla BO3IYX,
KOTOpOro OyKBaJIbHO HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUI Ha3aj Tak He XBartajio. Bce Teno 0051eno — OT ToJIoBbI
1o nsat. Cuit He ObUTIO HM B pyKax, HU B Horax. Menanust 6e3MoiBHO cMoTpena B moTonok. Codbs
CKJIOHWJIACh HaJl HeW U, CXBAaTHUB C CUJIOW 32 BOJIOCHI, PUTIOAHSLIA TOJI0BY Menanuu. YyThb CIIBIIITHO,
HO ¢ s1710BUTON yeMenikor Codbsi mporopopuiia:

— Ecu s npukaxy, MUJIOUKA, THI U TIETYI0 POTY COJIAT OOCITY KHIIIb!

Ot 3THX c/IOB MenaHuu cTajo CTpaiHo 1 00MIHO oqHOBpeMeHHO. OHa mocMoTpesia B XOJI0/-
Hele ra3a Codpu. Tam ObUM JTUIIB TYCTOTA U Oe3pa3Inyue.

Codbs pacniopsanIach:

— T'oToBbTE €e kK cBUaHUIO!

Bce, uto mpoucxonuio ¢ Menanueii aaspliie, Obuto OynTo B TymaHe. CHII COMPOTHUBIIATHCS HE
ObLJIO, CTpax CKHUMAJI ee cepille, MyIbCHpoBal B BUCKax. Pyku Kinmma nogxsarunm obeccuneHHoe
JeBUYbE TEJIO U KyAa-TO MOHECIu 1o yiecTHulle. [lo3aHee Ybu-TO pyKHu HEOPEKHO HAAeaW Ha HOTH
Menanuu 4yiku, 00Ky, HeynoOHbIe Tyir, 3acTerHy m Oay3Ky Ha rpyau. KTo-To monsen eil kapaH-
JaIIoM IJ1a3a, KTO-TO HaKpacwy ryOsl, mpruecai. Mesbkaid He3HaKoMble Jina. Bee 3BykH ObLH
OTIAJICHHBIMU Y TIPUTITYILICHHBIMU.

Bckope Bce 310 3aKoHUYMIIOCH, 1 MesaHusl octajach ofiHa B KOMHarte. ['open TyCKIIblid CBeT.
Bois10 THX0. OHA BCIOMMHAJIA HEIABHIOI CLIEHY B KAOMHETE U IMbITAJIaCh YIOKHUTH BCE B TOJIOBE, HO 3TO
elBa yJaaBajiock. JIBepb B KOMHATY, YyTb CKPUITHYB, IPUOTKPbUIack. B IBEepHOM Mpoeme mokazaics
CWJIY3T MOKWIOTO MyXKuMHBI. JInna ero Menanus He Momia pasrisaers. ['ocTe cierka 3amerkaics
y JABEpH, 3aTeM CKMHYJ (PeTPOBYIO IUIAMY U Tofole Onvxke K Menanuw, Jexaiieid Ha KpoBarTy.

— Jla TBI KpacaBwuIia. .. — POOOPMOTAIT OH.

Hesnakomer ckuHyJ MUKaK U OPIOKY Ha TIOJ M CTall B30Mparhcsi Ha KpoBath. Ero Haoneko-
JIOHEHHOE JIUI0 HaBUCJIO HaJl Menanueid. My X4rHa TSDKEJO 3a/IbIIIAN U IeTTHYJT:

— MeHs nipeynpeauiv, 9To Thl HEOITBITHAS.
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MenaHus nornsITaIack coOpaTh MOCASTHIE CHIIBI, YTOOBI COPOCHTH ¢ ceOs1 He3HAKOMIIA, U Cle-
Jlajia JIETKHiA phIBOK K Kpalo KpoBaTH, HO cuil Oosibiiie He Ob10. Ee oOMsiKIIee Tesno pyxHysio 0OpaTHO.
HesHakomell TeM BpeMeHeM IIapuJl CBOMMH PyKaMHU 10 Bcemy Tely MenaHuu, OyITo YTO-TO UCKAL.
Cnosa Cob1 BCIUIBIBAIM B €€ MaMSITH:

«B cnenyomuii pa3 3acyHelllb €i K10 O HOT'TH, €CJIA OCTYIIaeTcs: MeHs | »

«Ecnm 51 mpukaxy, MUJIOUKA, ThI ¥ LIEJYIO POTY COJIAT OOCITYKUIIIb!»

Crpax ckoBaJl Bce Teslo, Oe3pasiniue pa3inioch Mo BeHaM. MenaHusi CMUPHIIACh CO CBOEH
y4actbio. OHa 3aKpbUIa I71a3a U OOJIbIIE HEe IETOXHYIACh. . .

[Mony4uB TO, 4TO XOTEJN, HE3HAKOMEI] YIIies, a MeaHus ocTaiach JieaTh Ha KPOBATH C 3aKPbl-
ThIMU IJ1a3amu. Het, oHa He criana. Kak MOxHO cniaTh, Korjaa te0si HACUIIbHO TPOTaloT, PBYT Ha Tebe
OZIeK Ly, TPUIMHSIOT 60Jb?! OHa Jieskasa HelOJABMXHO, JIUIIb CJIe3bl CePeOPSIHBIMY CTPYyHKAMU CTe-
KaJIi U3 IJ1a3 Ha TOIYIIIKY.

«Kak 51 HeHaBmxky Tebs1, Mama! 3a uto Th Opocuna meHs?! B yem s BuHOBara?!» — 3TH
BOITPOCHI 0€3 OCTAHOBKH POMJIMCH B rojioBe MeslaHuH.

OrtBeta Ha HUX He ObUIO. MeTaHUM OCTaBAJIOCh JIMIIb OJIHO: JIEXKAaTh U OCO3HABATh, UTO TeTiepb
Y HaBCer/a JijIsl BCeX OHa — IPOCTO HeNoTpeOHast JeBKa.
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IJIABA 4. TPUTOPUN

Amnpeinb 1924 ropa. Jlenunrpan.

OuepenHas MOpPO3Has U CHEXHas 3MMa B rOpOJe JIEHUBO CMEHWIACh BECHOM, KOTOpas pasJiu-
JIaCh HEXKHBIMM KPACKAMH T10 YJIMYHBIM MOCTOBBIM, MacKUpysl OCTaTKM 3UMHeN cepoctu. I'opon, Boc-
CTaHOBJIEHHBI 110csIe Oypb PEBOMIOLUM, CIIOBHO [JIbIIIAJI, HAMIOIHSASACH 3ByKaMU BECEHHETO MPO0Yxk-
nenus. Ha HeBe B comHeuHbIX OMMKax Wrpaiy KOpadiau, a X MadThl OECIeYHO MOKaYMBaIUCh, KaK
Oyaro yOaloKMBasi CMSITEHHbBIE Cep/ila TOPOKaH.

Pa3ouTeie yauIpl, MoaMsATHIE BpeMEHEM M MCTOpHEH, BHOBb OXMBAJIH, 3alOJHSSACH CMEXOM
AeTel U IIernoToM BIoOJIeHHbIX nap. B Bo3ayxe BuTan apomar cBexeil Bblleuku. Kro-To u3 npoes-
KaIOIIMX TOProBLEB Mpejlarajl CBoM TOBAphbl, & CTAPYLIKHU C KOP3UMHAMU Ha pyKax JeIUINCh UCTOPU-
SIMUA O MUHYBIUMX THSX.

ITonyrosble cTeHb! JOMOB NPATAINA CBOU TAlHBI, a SPKUE HAAIUCU PEBOIIOLMOHHBIX JIO3YHIOB,
CJIOBHO TIPOOJIECKH MaMsTH, HATOMUHAJIM O B3PBIBHBIX CTPACTSIX, KOTOPBIE HE TaK JABHO pa3IupalIi
CTpaHy.

Menanus yxe TpeTHii rof xkuina B 6opaene. Kuna u padorana. OHa CMUPHIIACh CO CBOEH Cy/ib-
00i1 1 crapanack JUIIHUI pa3 He nepeunuTbh Codpre 1 Kimy. OgHako cMupeHue NpUIUIO K Hell He
cpa3y. B nepByio ke 3umy MenaHus nelTanach coexarb OT HEHABUCTHOHM X034WKU. BbIxoas ot ove-
PEOHOro KJIMEeHTa, OHa 3aMeTHJIa, YTO OIUH U3 Jyiofeil Kinma, npucTaBieHHbI IpUCMaTpUBaTh 3a
Hel, oTBJeKcs y BxoAa. OHa CMEKHyJIa M TYT e Opocuiiack B IOABOPOTHIO. bexaa Menanus noiro
u OecriesibHO. B Kapmane ObLM JIeHBI'H, YTO 3aIUIaTHI €l KJIMEHT, U OHa pellnja MpocyeioBaTh K
XKeJIe3HOJOPOKHOMY BoK3aly. OTTyza oHa XoTena cOexarb XOTb KyAa-HUOY/Ab, JIUIIb Obl HE OBbITh B
padcrse. Ho npsimo y cranimu ee nokuaany moau Kiuma. ..

3a nonbITKy nodera MesnaHHIo JKeCTOKO Haka3asii: U30WIH, a IOTOM elle BHIPBAJIM HOrOTh Ha
musuHIe. OHa MOHsIIa, YTO MaTyIIKa ObUla paBa, Korjga TOBOPUIIA, YTO HAAET OerIsTHKY Besze. [la
1 cO BpeMeHeM MeaHusl caMa cTajla OCO3HaBaTh, YTO OEKaTh-TO U HEKY/AA. . .

B 6opnene y Menanuu He ObUIO XOPOLIMX MOAPYT, JulIb JIu3a crana 1yis Hee Toi Moapyrow,
KOTOpasi IOMOrajia B TPYJHYIO MUHYTY U KOTOPOH MOXHO OBbLIIO JOBEPHUTh BCE CBOM CeKpeThl. Oye-
BU/IHO, 3TO CTaJI0 BO3MOXHBIM B CHJIy TOTO, YTO JIEBYILIKAM ITPUXOAMIIOCH JEJIUTh OJHY KOMHATY.

WHorna MenaHus nomoraza Ha KyxHe, B CTOJIOBOH, Jiejiajia yOOpKY B KOMHaTax Apyrux AEBY-
mek. [JHem oHa pabotasia Ha JIuroBke, mpoaaBasi CBOIO JIOOOBb 3a JICHBI'H U IIIEITYa MPOXOKUM MY K-
YMHaM Ha yXo (pa3y: «f xuBy Henonaneky». Ho kaxaoe cBuiaHue 3a IEHbIM CJIOBHO OTHUMAJIO Yy
Hee yactuily aymd. Ha Jluroske mecte ¢ Heil ObUIO ellle MHOTO JEBYIIEK, Ha J000# BKyc. Kimim n
ero OaHJUTHI M3JaJIeKa MPUCMATPUBAJIM 32 AEBYIIKAMU, YTOOBI BAPYT YETrO HE CIIyYUIIOCh.

Cpeny NpUTOHOBCKMX ITPOCTUTYTOK Y IIOCTOSTHHBIX KJIMEHTOB MesaHus Teneps Ciibula MECTHON
3Be30i. [1o nprkasy Codbr 1o MATHUYHBIM BeuepaM OHa JlaBajia KOHIepThl B 6opaere. [lociyimars
ee MPUXOANIA My 4uHbI co Beero Jlennnrpaga. Ot storo goxonsl Codby pociy, Kak Ha JpOikKKax.
A Hauanoch Bce mapy MecsleB Ha3a[l, KOraa Bo BpeMsl yOOpKM B KOMHATe MaTyIIKa MOJCTyIIana, Kak
Menanus HareBasia KpacuBylo necH0. Co(pbe neHue oueHb MOHPABUIIOCh, M OHA PELINJIA U3BJIEYb U3
3TOrO BBITOAY, Jaxe aluIlly Ha BXoje NoBecuia. MenaHus cHavyajla Halpoyb OTKa3bIBAJIaCh aBaTh
KOHLIEPTHI, HO TOCJIE MOHsUIA, YTO MEHUE ee YCIOKauBaeT, MO3BOMISIET YHECTUCh Ky/a-TO JAJIEKO OT
OpenHoro mupa. Jla 1 akkomnanuaropa eil Hanu. Okasasnock, uto cama Codbs IPEKPACHO Urpasa
Ha [MUAHUHO.

Tak ¥ B OAMH U3 allpesIbCKUX BeuepoB MesaHus rOTOBMIIACh K BRICTYIUIEHUIO. JIM3a akKypaTHO
yKJIaJIpIBaJIa MOZIPYre BOJIOCHI B KPACUBYIO IIPHUECKY.

— Ha 61 ipsam Mapu I[Tukdopa! — BockimkHymna JIuza ot usymiienus. — OueHb Kpacuso!
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Menanus nogdexana K 3epKasly 1 B3IJIsHY/Ia Ha ceOsl: KpYITHbIe JIOKOHBI BOJIHAMU CIIAIAJIU C
JIEBOW CTOPOHBI, TIEpeIMBasICh IO CBETOM JIaMIT; HEOPOCKMI MaKHsIK, CJIeTKa MOJIBE/ICHHBIE 1J1a3a;
packJelieHHoe TuiaThe U3 6eoro mugoHa B KpacHbI IIBETOYEK MOTYEPKUBAIIO JIMHUM KPACHBBIX
KOJIeH; Oestbie Ty(hJT Ha BHICOKOM KaOJIyKe Je/aivi HOTH CTPOMHee U JJIMHHEe.

— W npaBaa, — 1mernHyaa oHa cBoeMy oTpaxkeHuio. — CJIOBHO aKkTpuca.

B BecTuOIONe Ha MEpBOM STaxe yxke TONMMINCh MYXKUYMHBI, 3aHUMasi MecTa MOOIMKe K THa-
HUHO. Cpeny MyX4uH Obli U pabourie, ¥ BOGHHbIE, U BhICOKomocTaBieHHble B CoBerckom Colose
mia. OHu prupToBav ¢ 1amamu, i BUHO, Kypuin. Korma Codbsi 00bsiBUIA O BBICTYILICHUH
Menanuu 1 Mpolyia K MMaHuHO, IIIyM B 3aJie CTHX, BCE PacCesICh: KTO Ha JAWBAHbI, KTO 32 CTOJIbI,
a KTO ¥ BOBCE Ha IO

UYepHo-06estble KIABHUIIK MMAHUHO TPOTHYIM — M MY3bIKa 3aM0THUIIA BCE TPOCTPAHCTBO KOM-
Hathl. CKBO3b 3aBECYy CUTApETHOI'O JbIMa COOpPABIIMECs] CMOIJIM YBUIECTh YTOHUYEHHBIN CHITYyST Mena-
HuK. OHa IpalMo3HO MPOIILIa K MMAaHWHO, He CIIella OKUHYJIA B3IJISIJOM MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIX TIPHUCYT-
ctByomux B 3ayie. CIyCTss MrHOBEHHE €€ BO3/YIIHOE COIMPAHO, CJIOBHO JITKWI BeUepHUU Opu3,
MIPOHECIIOCh M0 KOMHATe. 3pUTEM 3aMepiv, YHOCSCh BAIb Ha BOJHAX €€ rojioca, KOTOPHIA ObLT
O/IHOBPEMEHHO HEXHBIM U CHJIbHBIM. KaIblil 3ByK, OYATO BHIPHIBAIOIIUICS U3 TIIyOUHBI €€ I,
MIPOHUKAJ B CEpIIa, 3aCTaBIss 3a0bITh O TPEBOrax M 3a00Tax:

Kak u cepama y Hac, 3a mecHeto tBoeii[ 1].Cusina Houb. JIyHou ObUT 10JI0H cafn. Cusenu Mbl ¢
TOOOI B TOCTUHOM 0e3 orHeid. Posiib ObUT BECh PACKPBIT, U CTPYHBI B HEM JIPOKAIIH,

Menanusi, yBliedeHHas: CBOMM BBICTYIUICHUEM, 3aKpblia IJ1a3a, O3BOJIsISI My3bIKE YBECTH €€ B
MUD, IJie IIapriia TOJBKO FAPMOHUS M KpacoTa. B 3TOT MOMeHT oHa OblIa He MPOCTO MEBUIIEH — OHa
CTAHOBUJIACh TIPOBOJHUKOM SMOIIUI, COSAMHSIONIMM BCEX COOPABILMXCS B 3aJ1€.

Ee ronoc, Tixuii 1 poOKHiA, CJIOBHO OMacasich HAPYIIUTh 3bIOKYIO0 TUIIIMHY, TIOCTENIEHHO HaOu-
pan cuity. MeasieHHo, ¢ rpaiueit, 0OXoAs CTOJMKH, MeaHusl UCTIONHSIIA POMAHC, MPUOIKAsICh K
Kaxaomy noceruresio. CHavasa oHa MoJoINUIa K OQMHOKOMY MOPSIKY, IOIJIOIIEHHOMY BOCTIOMUHAHU-
SIMU O JJAJIbHUX TulaBaHusIX. OHa 0OBMIIA €ro IIeI0 PyKaMu, CKJIOHMJIACh M CJIETKA KOCHYJIACh Ty0amMu
ero yxa. [IpepBaB cBoM pa3ayMbsi, MOPSIK B3JPOTHYJT U MOMBITAJICS CXBAaTUTh MeNlaHuIo 3a pyKy, HO Ta
yXke OblIa y COCEJJHETrO CTOMKA. 3a HUM CHJIeJ TIOKHUION yCTablil My)urHa. OH MPHUCTATbHO CMOT-
pen Ha Menanuio, oN¥Basi BUHO U3 CBOETO CcTakaHa. Ee meHue nackaso Ciyx, 3acTaBisiss MyXKUHHY
OTBJIEUBCS OT TIOBCEIHEBHBIX 3200T.

Jlerko cockonb3HYB C Kpasi CTOJIMKA, MenaHust MPOIoKUIIa BUraThes 1o 3auty. OHa, monoOHO
3Mee, CKOJIb3WIa MEXKIY CTOIMKAMM, Tejla W 3arjisablBajla B IJ1a3a KaKIOMY CIIyHIaTeNio, CJIOBHO
pacckasblBajia JIMYHYIO UCTOPHIO, CO3BYUYHYIO X COOCTBEHHBIM MepeXUBaHUsM. B ronoce 3Byvanu
IPyCTb, JTIOOOBb U OTYASTHHUE.

Koraa nocneanue HOTH cTuxim, MenaHus BHIIOXHY/Ia M IOCMOTpeJa Ha IyOIiKy, KOTopasi He
MoTIJIa ciepXkaTh OypHbIE alIOAMCMEHTH. B 9TOM MrHOBEHMHM 1apuia Marusi, ¥ Kak/Iblil 4yBCTBOBAJ,
YTO CTaJl YaCThIO Yero-To Oobiero. M ToMbKo HEKOTOpbIe TPYKEeHHIIB Oopaess Opocaiv B CTOPOHY
Menannu 3aBUCT/IMBBIE B3MIsAbl. OHa, YabI0asch, MOKJIOHWIACH 3PUTEISIM.

Brpyr Beck nrym B 3asie 1y1si MenaHuu CTuX, BCe TIepecTao CylecTBOBaTh BOKpYT. Bee, kpome
YHCTHIX TOMYOBIX TJIa3, CMOTPEBIIMX HA Hee Yepe3 Bech 3ajl. Y BXOJIa, OIEPIINCh O JBEPHON KOCSK,
CTOSLJT MOJIOZIOH Y€JIOBEK, OZIETHIN B CEPYIO KUJIETKY IMOBEPX CBETJION pydaxu u cepbie Opioku. Bpems
3aMepJio, ¥ B 3TO MrHOBeHHe MenaHusl yBHJesIa He TOJIBKO ero r71a3a, HO M CBET, KOTOPIA MCXOANIT
OT Hero, MpoOUBAsICh CKBO3b CUTAPETHBIN JbIM. Bce BOKpYr mpoaosiKaio IyMeTb, HO AJIsl Hee STOT
MUp cTan BropocteneHHbM. Cepatie 3a0mioch ObicTpee. KakIpiil KyapsiBbIi JIOKOH, CIIaJaloNIUid Ha
ero J100, MpUBJIEKaJl BHUMaHUe MenaHuw, a yiablOKa, Urpalolias Ha ero ryoax, BbI3biBajia B HEl BOJTHY
Teruia.

[NapeHs cTan rpoMKO aruIoOAMPOBaTh, U TOJBKO STH AIUIONMCMEHTHI ceiiuac MMeH 3HaYeHUe
11 Menanuu.
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3aBepIyvB BHICTYIJIEHHE, OHA HAIIPABMIIACh B CBOIO KOMHATY. MesaHus IBUTasIach CKBO3b 37,
MIBITASICh OTHICKATh IJIA3aMU TOTO HE3HAKOMIIA, HO ero Hurjae He Obuto. C 4yBCTBOM JIETKOM JOCAIbI
Menanus BOIILTa B CBOIO KOMHATY U CKMHYJA ¢ HOT HeynoOHsle Ty, Crienom BOexana Jluza.

— Takoe npencraBieHre! — BOCKJIMKHY/IA OHA. — Thl BOCXUTUTENILHO TTOELb !

Menanusi, yceBIIMCh TIepe]] 3epKaioM, cKasaJa:

— Toro, kak ymero. [TeHre gaeT MHE CUJI, YTOOBI KHUTh.

Menanus cTajia akKypaTHO CTHpaTh IJIATKOM KOCMETHKY C JIMIIA U cripocuia JIuzy:

— V 1e0s1 cerofHsi ecTb KTO-TO Ha Beuep U3 KJIMEHTOB?

— Jla, — oTBeTMsIa Ta, — s CErofiHs Uy B TOCTH K OHOMY BOeHHOMY. OIUIaTUII BCIO HOYb.
MHe yxe coduparbcs mopa.

JlBepb B KOMHATy OTBOpHJIach, Boruia Codbsi, IpepBaB pa3roBOp MOAPYT.

— JIuzka, — pacnopsiquiack oHa, — coOuparics u nocreniaii Kk Bany [naroHopuuy.

3arem Codbst oOpatmiiack kK Menanuu:

— Komnara CErogHA HOYbIO BCS B TBOEM PACIIOPSAKCHUH. OIII/IH TBOMH MOKJIOHHHK 3aXOTe npo-
BECTH C TOOOU aX TeTYI0 HOUb.

Menanus cmotpena Ha Codbio yepe3 3epKajio 1 MoJTJaia.

Jluza crayia 6erath o KOMHATe B IOMCKAX CBOMX BEIEH, UTOObI KAK MOXHO CKOpee OCBOOOTUTh
KOMHATy OT CBOETO MPUCYTCTBUSI.

Codbst 1aCKOBO KOCHYJIACh BOJIOC MeJlaHMU Ha 3aThUIKE, TUXO CKa3aB:

— TBoM KOHIIEPTHI HAC 030JI0TAT! YiKe ouepeb U3 KeJalolX MPOBECTH ¢ TOOOH BpeMsl.

Codnbs HanpaBuIIach K BeIxomy. JInza, Ha 6ery oOyB Tydiu, CKpbUIACh 3a IBEPBIO BCJIE 32 HEH.

Menanus cuziena y 3epkajia U pacyechiBajia CBOM JJTMHHBIE BOJIOCHL. 3a JBEPBIO MOCIIBIINIAIOCH
Kakoe-TO IIIeBeJIeHNe, CITYCTsI CeKYH/ly Ha MOpOore yke CTOsLT MOJIOJAOH YesloBeK. MenaHusi OBepHYy-
JIach U ocMoTpesia Ha Hero. OHa He MOoIJIa TIOBEPHUTh B TO, YTO BUAMT: B €€ KOMHATE CTOSIT TOT CAMBIiA
HE3HAKOMeIl, KOTOPbIi MPUBJIEK €e BHIMaHUEe BO BpeMs KOHIepTa. MesaHus MOACKOYMIIA CO CTyJIa
M C/IeNaa 1ar K HeMy HaBCTpedy.

— 3npaBCcTBYH, KpacaBuila! — ¢ ef1Ba YJIOBUMOW POOOCTHIO B TOJIOCE CKa3asl MapeHb.

— 3npasctByii! — orBetriia Menanusi. — f Buena teds B 3aj1e, Thl MHE allIOUPOBAL.

— Bce ammonupoBayu. Takoe ayaHOE MEHKUE U roJioc. .. — OOPMOTAI MapeHb.

OH caenan napy 1aroB B CTOpoHy MenaHuw, U eil yaaaoch JIydllie U3yYuTh YepTHl ero JIMIa:
MYKCKasi 4eIIoCTh OblIa MOJUYEPKHYTA CKYJIaMH, a I71a3a, IBETa TIIyOOKOro OKeaHa, CBETHIIMCh YMOM
1 YBEPECHHOCTLIO. Menannsa 3aMeTHJIa TOHKWE JIMHUT BOKPYT €ro pTa, CBUACTCIILCTBOBABIINEC O TOM,
YTO OH MHOTO CMEETCsI, HO B TO € BpeMsl TeHb rOpeYM YUTANACh B €ro B3IJIsAje, Kak OyaTO KU3Hb
OCTaBWJIa B HEM CBOM ciiefl, M He pa3. B3y mapHs ObUT M3YYaloIIyM, CJIOBHO OH TBITAJICS pasiis-
neth B MellaHuM He4To ITyOMHHOE, YeM IMPOCTO ee HapykHocTh. OHa chenaia mar Ha3ai, HO ero
MIPUCYTCTBUE 3aCTABIJIO €€ 3aMepeTh Ha Mecte. Cepitie 3a01i10ch ObICTpee, a B TOJIOBE 3aKPYKHUJIHCH
MBICIT O TOM, YTO CKPBITO 32 €ro J0OpOM YJILIOKON 1 YBEPEHHOU OCAaHKOM.

— 4 I'pyia, I'puropuii, — npeacraBuiicsi HAKOHEL HE3HAKOMELL.

— MenaHusi, — MpPO3BYYAJIO B OTBET.

— 41 MHOTO BpeMeHH He 3aXakUBaJ CIoa, a TYT YCIIbIXal, YTO OJHa MUJIast 0co0a 1aeT yI1BU-
TECJIbHBIC KOHLEPTHI B JOME€ TEPIHUMOCTHU, — NEPEMHUHAACH C HOT'YM HAa HOI'Y, TOBOPHUJI FpI/IFOpI/Iﬁ _—
Bor, pemmn 3aiiTi HOCMOTPETb.

Menanus, peogosieB MUHYTHOE OIIETIeHeHUe, cella 0OpaTHO Ha CTYJ U MPEAJIOKHIa TOCTIO
Toxe npucectb. OH MOCTaBUJI CTYJT U yCeJICsl HAPOTHB Hee.

— Tl 3amaTrs 3a HOYb CO MHOM? — TIOMHTEpecoBasiach MenaHusl.

— Hy na, 3armnatin, — orerw ['puropuii. — [o-gpyromy-To k Tede He MomnacTs.

OH crerka yapIOHYIICS, 1 MenaHusl yBHeNa e/IBa 3aMEeTHYIO sIMOUKY Ha ero JieBou Ieke. Ho
YCIIBIIIIAB CJIOBA 00 OIljIaTe, OHa CJIerKa OrOpYMIach U C JIETKOM JI0Ca/I0N B rOJIOCe CKa3asa:

— Hy, pa3 3amarun — nonb3yiics. . .
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lexu ['puropust 3aprenuich, OH C pacTepsIHHBIM BBIPaXXEHUEM JIUIA 3a00pMOTAUL:

— Hy, s He 3a 3tuM. .. IIpocTo THI O4EHb KpacuBas, I71a3 HE OTOPBATh. . .

Menanus BcTajia co CTyJa v nporuia K KpoBati. OHa paccTernysna Ha cede 1uiarthe.

— Tlocroit! — kpuknyn ['puropuil u nondexan Kk Heil. — Ecnu Thl He Kesaelb, TO HUYero
He OyJer.

Menanus okunyna ['puropust yauBieHHbIM B3IJIs1IOM, CIIPOCHB:

— A pasBe Tbl HE 3TOro Xoyelb?!

I'puropwmii cxBatii MenaHuio 3a pyKy, TEM CaMbiM HE TO3BOJIMB €i CKUHYTh C CeOsl IIaThe.
OH mienuy:

— MoskeM mpocto nodontath. Psagom. Basoewm.

Menanus onycTuiia B3JIsi B HOJ.

— Thl He moxoka Ha APYrUX 3AEUIHUX JEeBYIIEK, — CKa3aj [ puropuii u yceics Ha CTyl y
KpoBatu. — TbI 110 CBOEW BOJIE TYT?

Menanus cena psoM C HUM Ha Kpall KpOBaTU U MPOU3HECA!

— Her, He no cBoeit. Mens HacuibHO nipofaiv Codbe. A Gexarb MHE HeKya. S Hurie HUKoMy
He Hy)XHa. MaTb MeHs1 Opocuiia B MIa[IcHYEeCTBE, PaCTUIIa TETKA C MykeM. BOT ee MyX-To 1 mipozaa
MEeHS Cloa.

['puropwuii BHUMAaTENIBHO ciymian MenaHuio, crapasich He iepedrnBatb. OHa mpojgosrKaa:

— 4 yxe Tperuit ron 31ech. XoTena OblIO yOexkaTh, TONMAaNIM, HaKa3au 3a mooer. Bot tak
U KUBY.

I'puropuit nocmotpen Ha MenaHuio COYYBCTBYIOIIMM B3IVISIOM U CKa3al:

— Jla, xu3Hb HBIHYE cTpaHHas1. KaxIplil )KUBET, KaK MOXET. ..

— Pacckaxu o cebe uTo-T0, — Monpocuia MenaHus.

['puropuii pacipaBu IIIEYH.

— 41 y4dychb B TEXHOJIOrMUECKOM MHCTUTYTE. OTEll MOl JIABOYHMK, MaTh ITPENOAAET JIUTEPATYPY
B 1ikose. JKnusem Ha BoszHeceHckoMm, He OeHO, He Ooraro. Becero xsaraer. ..

— Hpasurca yuurtscsa? — cnpocusia Menanus.

— [Ha, ouens! JlioOmo MexaHuky, — otBeTu1 I 'puropuit. — JII0OOIBITHO 3HATh, KaK YCTPOEH
TOT WJIM UHOW MeXaHU3M. Kak ero noumHuTh, HalaauTh.

Menanus B3AOXHYJIA M TPOU3HECIIA!

— A 4 BOT He yumiach. TOJIBKO IpaMOTe BBIyUYMJIACh B IIKOJIE U BCE.

I'puropuii nouHTepecoBacs:

— Tsl, HaBepHOE, N3BECTHOM TIEBUIIEH MeUTaellb CTaTh?

MenaHus rpOMKO yCMEXHYJIAach:

— Ckaxerb Toxe, nesuiieii! B 3ToM nmpuTtoHe MHE HUKEM He CyXkJIEHO CTaTh!

B xomHaTe HeHa101T0 BOIapuilach TULIMHA. MenaHus ee Hapyliujia CBOMM BOIIPOCOM:

— A 4eM TOpryer TBoM oren?

— Topryer, B OCHOBHOM, OJie:KJ0, 0O0YBbIO, MHOT/IA UTPYIIKaMU, — OTBETWJI [ puropuii.

Menanus IPUCTAJIBHO TIOCMOTpEJIa B HEKHO-TONyOble T1a3a cBoero rocts. Ilouemy-To y Hee
3eMJIs1 YXOAMJIa U3-TI0/1 HOT TIPY BUJIE €10, BO PTY nepechixao. Eil xoTenock B35Th €ro 3a pyKy, pH-
KaThCS K IUIEYy. ..

— 4 poc He ¢ poguTensmMu, a B iepeBHE ¢ 0a0yIIIKOW, — MPOAOKII CBOH paccka3 ['puropwid.
— Poaurensm BeuyHo ObuTo He 10 MeHs. baOymika HoyaMu cuzena y Moei KpoBaT, Korja st Oosel,
BOJWJIA MEHS B LIKOJY, €1y rotoBwia. OHa nekJia 4yeCHble TUPOKKHU C MOBUJJIOM.

Ot pacckaza o mupokKax ¢ NOBUAJI0M MetaHuu BAPYT CHIIBHO 3aX0TeNoCh Kymarh. OHa nepe-
Ovia mapHsi:

— Ilexma? A ceiiuac He neuet?

I'puropuii 3amonyat. Jlerkas TeHb rpycTy CKOJIb3HYJA 10 €0 JIULLY:

— Her, 6a0ymika ymepia.
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— MHe ouenb kanb! — nocodyBcTBOBasIa MenaHusl.

— Th1, 51 Tak gymalo, He 3HAKOMA CO CBOMMM OalyIKamMu U JeaymKaMu? — yTouHwu ['puro-
pHil.

Menanusi OTMaxHyJ1ach:

— Her, xoHeuHo!

Jlo MosyHOUM OHM MPOTOBOPHIIM O KU3HU U JeTcTBe. MenaHus nepuoJuyecku CMOTpena B
raza ['puropusi, nelTasich HAMIOOOBAThCS UMH. TOT JTACKOBO YIBIOAJICA €id, CiTylasi ee AJTMHHBIE pac-
CKa3bl.

Hocnymas ouepeHyto uctopuio Mesnanuu, ['puropuii 3eBHYJ U IOCMOTPEJT Ha Yachl.

— Vike 3a MOJTHOYL! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. — Tebe, HaBepHoe, criaTh nopa?! Thl ycrana.

Ho ycranoctu Menanus He uyBcTBOBas1a. OHa JIMIIIb XOTeNa, YTOObI 9Ta HOUb HE 3aKaHUMBAJIACh
HUKOIJA.

— Ho T8I e 32 BCIO HOUBb 3aruiaTtiil, — ckasana Menanusa. — Moxkelb ocrarbes 31eCh. —
Ho... — 3amsuics ['puropmii. — $1 He xouy npuHYX)JaTh TeOs K 4eMy-Ju00.

MenaHus mocMoTpesia Ha Hero, MorpoCHB:

— Ocranbcs co mHO#. He yxomu. TIpocto mpoBeeM HOUb, Kak JOOpbIE 1Py 3bsi.

I'puropwii moxcen K Hell ONMKe Ha KpaelleK KpoBaTh M, KOCHYBIIMCH CBOMMU T'y0aMu ee yxa,
HIETTHYJI:

— 4 nukyna ne yitny. Ecnu 6 st Mor, s 3aruiatust Obl 32 Bce TBOE BpeMsi, YTOObI HUKTO JAPYToi
HE CMeJT KacaTbcs TeOs. ..

VYenpimas 10T ropsuyMid menot, Menanus npukanach auuoM K rpyau I'puropus. To im ero
pydaxa, To JI TeJI0 UCTOYANIM CIIAAKHMIA apoMaT KapaMeu, CMEIIaHHBIN ¢ JISTKUMH HOTKaMu SIOJoKa.
MenaHus pacTBOprIIach B 3TOM 3araxe 10 yTpa...

Jlyun yTpeHHero conHiia mpoOUBAIMCH CKBO3b HATIOJOBUHY 3aIlITOPEHHBbIE OKHA. MenaHus u
["puropwuii mpocnaay BCIO HOUb, KPETIKO MPUKABIIUCH IPYT K IPYTY, HO JIMIIb KaK JIPYy3bsl.

JIBepb B KOMHATy OTBOpUJIAch, Boluia JInza. IBHO HEIOBOIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM OHA OKMHYJIA CIIsI-
IIMX, OAOIIA K KPOBaTH M 3aKpHUyaa:

— Bcragaiite! Y1po yxe! boicTpeHbko!

Menanus OTKpbLIa I1a3a U nocMorpea Ha Jluzy, norom Ha ['puropus.

— Ox, — 3abopMoTaa OHa, — KPETKO YCHYJIU. YTPO yKe.

Menanus pa3dynuia ['puropusi. Tot Brorsixax oOysicst ¥, POCTUBIINCH, YIIIE.

INocne 3aBTpaka Menanusi BMecTe ¢ APYrUMH AEBYIIKAMHU OTIIPABMJIACh BHOBb padOTaTh Ha
ynuny. Ho k mosyaHio ee oxuian npusTHeId clopripus. ['puropuii nosisusics Ha Jluroske. OH nopo-
men K Knumy 1 4to-TO cKaszas, 3aTeM CyHyJ eMy B KapMaH JIeHbIrHM. MenaHus MPUCTaIbHO HaOIo-
JaJia 3a MPOUCXOISIIUM. [ pUropuii ¢ IMpOKON yIBIOKOM Ha JIHIIe Iarai HapcTpedy Menanuu. Kimum
HaOMoIaT B CTOPOHE.

— Kpacasuna! — Bocknuknyin I'puropuit, mogoiins k Menanun. — £ 3amnaruin Kitumy, 4To0s1
3a0path TeOs 10 Beuepa.

Menanus ObUta TOMY KpaiiHe pafa. B3sBIIMCh 32 pyKy, OHM OMPaBUJIKCH TYJSTH 110 TOPOLY,
yTonamomieMy B apomare BecHbl. CojHIle, TpOOMBasiCh CKBO3b OO/aKa, OOHUMAJIO MHOTOJIOHBIC
YJIUIIBI, TA€ HIyMHBIE TOJIBI Belu Oecepl 0 HOBOM, O OyaymieM, o u3HUA. Ha Tporyapax, cpenu
MOTOKA TPOXOKMUX, BBIICSIIUCH MOJHBIE AaMbl B UIMHHBIX TUIATBSIX W 2JI€TAHTHBIE MYXYMHBI B
NaJIbTO, TMEPENOHEHHbIE aMOUIIUSIMU U MEUTAaHUSIMU O CBETJIOM 3aBTpa.

Vrpasisisi TONMOW, TpaMBau C IIyMOM MPOHOCHJIMCh MUMO, OWJIETHI B KapMaHax TOpOXaH
Hec/M B ceOe MamsITh O BHOBb OOpeTeHHBIX cBOOOAax. Kaxplii miar, KaskIplil B3IJIs1T HAIIOMUAHAJIH
0 ToM, 4T0 HeBCKuil MPOCHEKT CTaj He MPOCTO YJIMIIEH, HO HACTOSIIIEN apTepuei KU3HU, Ijie rnepe-
TUIETAIMCH CyAbOBI, TIe BUEPAITHHAE MEUTHI BCTPEUAIUChH C 3aBTPAITHIMU HA/ICKIAMHU.
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JIbIoImuiicst COJTHEUHBIH CBET AP MEX LY 3[JaHUSIMH, OTPaXkasiCh B BUTPUHAX Mara3smuHOB, MOJI-
HBIX SIPKUX TKaHe! U ONeCTAMMX NoJapKoB. Pyky BIIOOMEHHBIX HEXXHO MEPEIUIETAINCh, KAK CTPYHBI
JIOTHY, CO3JaBasi HEBUAMMYIO MEJIOINIO, KOTOPYIO CJIBIIIAIH JIUIIb OHH.

B Bo31yxe BUTAJ 3amax CBE:XECBAPEHHOI0 KO(e U CJIAIKON BBIIIEUKH. YIMUYHbIE Kade pacrax-
HYJI CBOM JIBEpH, MPHIJIAIIasi B CTPaHy HerepeaaBaeMbIX BKyCOB. [ 1517151 Ha psibl IPOXOKHUX, BIIOO-
JIEHHbIE 3aMevalTi, KaK pa3Hble CyIbObl eperIeTaloTCs Ha STOM IIMPOKOM MPOCTIEKTe — OT MOpsi-
KOB, TOJIKO YTO BEPHYBIIMXCS U3 AATbHHUX CTPaH, 10 XYJOKHUKOB, UCKPEHHE BOILIOMIAIONINX CBOM
MEUThI Ha XOJICTE.

OHM OCTaHOBWJIUCDH y OIHOTO U3 (hOHApEl, OOBUTOTO 3€JI€HBIMHU JIMCThSIMU, U, TJIS/s IPyT Ha
Apyra, OIIYTHJIM Maruio BeceHHero JIeHMHrpaga — ropojia, HaroJIHEHHOTO JTI0OOBBIO M TAHOM, I/e
Jaxe BeTep IIeNnTall O BEYHbIX YyBCTBaX. B 3Ty MUHYTY BpeMsi OCTAHOBMJIOCh, M MHP CTaJl JIUIIIb UX
COOCTBEHHBIM, TIOJTHBIM HEKHOCTH M B3IJISIIOB, CKPHIBAIOIINX OyIyIe MEUTHI.

I'puropwmii nprxan Menanuio K cebe U MOCMOTpeENT B ee 3eJIeHble I71a3a, U3TyUYaBIle CYacThe
u ceer. OH He criea MoTsSHyJICS CBOMMU Ty0aMu K ee rydbam. MenaHus OYyBCTBOBaJA, Kak Cepile
3a0mI0ch OBICTpee, Koraa UX TyObl HAaKOHEI[ BCTPETHIIMCh. DTOT MOLeTyid ObLT IMOJIOH HEXKHOCTH U
KaKMX-TO TOHKUX OLIYIIEHUH, KOTOpble HEBO3MOKHO OBbLIO omucarh cioBamu. OHa 3aKpblia 1i1asa,
OTITYCTUB BCE 3a00THI M TPEBOTH, PACTBOPSISICh B STOM MTHOBEHHUHU.

['puropwuii HakJIOHWIICS OMke, OOHSUT ee 3a TUIeUYd — M MUP BOKPYT HUX ucue3. OH 3HaJ, 4To
9TOT MOMEHT — BOJIIeOHbIN. Kaxaoe mpukoCHOBeHUE, KaX bl B3I ObLTH MIPOMMTaHbI 0Oema-
HHUEM 4ero-To Oosbiero. Korga oHu OTCTpaHMIIUCh OPYT OT Ipyra, UM MOKa3al0Ch, YTO MUP BOKPYT
cTaJl IpyruM. MenaHust OTKpbUIA I71a3a M BCTPETUIIA €T0 B3IJIsI, TIOMHBIA HEKHOCTH U TeTlIa.

— Tbl 3HaeIIIb, YTO ThI AJIs1 MEHSI 3HAYMIIIB? — THXO CIIpockl [ puropwii, ¥ oHa ovyBCTBOBAJA,
KaK yIIUTH BCE €€ COMHEHHMSI.

Ero cnoBa, mpocTsle, HO UCKpPEHHUE, 3aCTaBUIIN IEBUYbE CEPALIE 3aMEPETh OT CYACThI.

— ¢ 3Hal0, — OTBeTHJIA OHA, OLIYIIAsl, KaK OT STUX CJIOB BHYTPH pa3lIUBaeTCs pajocTb. Y
HUX BIEpear ObLIO eIlle CTOIBKO MIHOBEHHH, TTOJTHBIX HEOKUIAHHBIX TIEPEeKMBAHUIA U OTKPOBEHUIA,
1 Ka)kJ0e U3 HUX ObUIO BKHO TaK ke, KaK ITOT MEPBbIN MOIETyi.

Tak ryssam oHu 10 CaMoro 3aKata.

Beuepowm, HaronHeHHast TPUATHBIM BOJTHEHHEM, Menanus BepHyJ1ach B 6opaesb. OHa BOIILIA B
KOMHATy W, CKUHYB C HOT Ty(psiH, yraja Ha KpoBaTb. Bce ee Mbiciu ObUIH TOJIBKO O HeM, o ['puropum,
O CETOJHSIIIHEM Yy/JIECHOM JIHE, TIOJHOM JIIOOBU M Maruu.

Ona 3aKkpblIa I71a3a, U BOCIIOMUHAHUSI OKYTAJIM €€, CIIOBHO MSTKHMI TEeIUTbi Tuien. SIpkue
YIBIOKH, B3TJISBI, TIOJTHBIE HEKHOCTU, MEJIbKaJIM Tiepe/t I1a3aMu. Ero riyOokuil, 00BOJIaKMBAIOIIHIA
roJIoc 3Byyal B ee rojioBe. MesaHusi BCIOMHMIIA TOT MOMEHT, Korja [ puropuii, poTSHYB €il pyKy,
yBeJ B TIapK, 3allOJIHEHHBIN MEPBHIMU I[BETAMU M apOMaTaMH BECHBI. BriepBrie 3a 1osroe Bpemsi OHa
MOYYBCTBOBaJa ceOs1 CUACTIIMBOM, Kak OyJTO BHOBH OOpesia CBOe UCTUHHOE «SI».

Cepare 3aMHpajio OT BOJHEHHUs MPHU OJHOM JIMIIb BOCIIOMUHAHUM O €r0 MPUKOCHOBEHUSIX.
Kacasce ee, ['puropwii mokasbiBaji, Kak 3a00THTCS O HEH, jiesiast TeM caMbIM MHUP BOKPYT sIpue U Kpa-
cuBee. MemnaHus MPOTSHY/IA PYKU K TIOTOJIKY, CJIOBHO TIBITAasICh TIOMMATh T BOJIIIEOHBIE MTHOBEHUS,
OJIHAKO OHM YCKOJIb3aJIU, OCTABJISISI JIIIIb JIETKUN apoMaT BECHBI.

Menanus BcTajla ¢ KpOBaTy M TOJOIILIA K 3epKajly. B oTpakeHny oHa yBuena He TOJIbKO pac-
KpacHeBITIeecsl OT CYACThsl JIUIO, HO U PElIMMOCTh B IJa3aX. DTOT JAeHb, MOJTHBIA OXUIAHUMN, ObLI
JIMIIb HAYaJIOM HOBOM k13HU. OHA 3HaJIa, YTO TIOC/Ie HEro HUYero ysxe He Oyaer npexuum. [ puropuii
CTaJl He TIPOCTO YaCThIO €€ KM3HU, OH HAIIOJHWII €€ AYIIY CBETOM U TETJIOM.

— Orbickasiack?! — npepBasia PeKpacHbIil JEBUUMI COH HasiBy BolIeAInas B KoMHary Jluza.

Menanus mocMOTpesia Ha Hee U PacIlIbliach B yiblOke. OHa BOCKJIMKHYJA!

— JIuzka! 4 takas cuyactimBas!

Menanus nogdeskaia K MOAPYre U cTaja KPYXUThb ee B TaHile. Ta OTCTpaHWIach, CIIPOCHB:

— Yro ciyunnocs-To, Jypodka?
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OKpbUIeHHAas cuacTbeM, MeslaHusI TUTIOXHYJIACch Ha KPOBATh:

— Ax! — TpemneT HanoIHsUT Kax10e ee clioBo. — ¢ BmooieHa! Bech Mup BOKpyT cTai qpyrum!

JInza upoHnyHO cripocuia:

— Jlesio B 3TOM 4TO JiM, KTO HOYEBAJ Y TeOs] HOUbI0?

Menanus paIoCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Hla, B uem! I'puropwit, I'puna!

JIuza ¢ HemOBOJILHBIM BBIPAXKEHUEM JIMIIA BHITTAIUIIA:

— Ionsarno! lypa Tel! M Bcem O1HO HyKHO!

Oma He XoTeJa pa3essTh C MOAPYIou ee paJoCTH, a IPUHSIIACH YTO-TO YCEPAHO MCKATh B SIIH-
Kax CToJa.

C nerkoit 1ocanoil B rosioce Menanus ckaszana:

— OH apyroii. He Tako#, kak Bce 31H!

Ha cnenyronmii ieHb Bce cHOBa IOBTOpUJIOCh: ['puropuii 3arnatin Ky, 3a6pan Menanuto u
BMeCTe C Hell OTITPaBHIICS T'YJISATh BIOJIb HeBbl, KaTaThCsi O KPYTy Ha TpamMBae 1o BECEHHUM YJIUIIAM
ropona. Ho HenoBosbHbiid Kitum Bee ke nmpuctaBui kK Menanuu cBo0 OXpaHy — MOJIOAOTO MapHs B
KapTy3e, KOTOPBIH ClIeIoBa 3a Hel MOBCIOY, HO OJIM3KO HE MOAXOAMIL.

I'puropwmii mpoBoani ¢ Menanuei nout Kaxablid qeHs. MHorga ocraBasicst HoueBath B 60p-
1ene, OXpaHsisi JParolieHHbI COH MenaHuu 1 mo0ysch, KaK OHA CJIAJKO MOCAIMbIBAeT BO CHE B €r0
OOBATHAX.

OuepeHBIM BeCEHHUM BeuepoM MenaHus, TPUATHO YTOMJICHHAs! TOJTOW MPOTYJIKOH ¢ ToOu-
MBIM, BEpHYJIach B Oopzaenb. OHa HEeCTelHO MOAHSIIACH MO JIECTHUIIE TI0 HAITPABJIEHUIO K CBOEW KOM-
Harte. B kopuzope oHa cronkHy/ack JiuioM K iy ¢ Codweit. Ta oxuBuiacs npu Bujge Menanuu.

— Yro packpacHenack-1o Bes? I'ne muisimace? — cpocusna Codbs.

Menanusi, He 3Has1, 4TO JIydllle OTBETUTh B JAHHOUM CUTYalluH, OypKHYJIa:

— Paboraa.

Codbs nperpaauia eii myThb, CKa3as:

— [la 3Ha1o 1, Kak Thl padboTtaenis! LleabMu THSMU IyJsenb ¢ KAKUM-TO MaJIOJIETHUM Jypad-
KOM.

Menanus nocmotpena Ha Codbio 1 mogymara:

«Koneuno xe, KituMm el Bce JOKJIagbIBaeT.

— MoxeT, y MeHs1 JTI0OOBb CITy4nIIach. .. — PoOKO IpodopMoTaia MenaHusl.

— JIio60Bb??? — B3Gecunack Codbsi 1 UCTEPUIHO 3acMestiach. — Kakas Takas mo6oBb? Tel
YTO 3TO yaymasia, Muiouka?! Hu o kakoi JiioOBU He MokeT ObITh 1 peur! Thl 31ech, YT0OB paboTaTh
Y IPUHOCUTBH MHE J0XO7!

Menanus 3aMoTalia rojIOBOM U, CHOBA He 3Hasl, UTO cKa3aTh, BbiBainIa Codbe MpsMo B JIULIO:

— 41 neBymIKa v X0uy JIIOOUTH!

Buipaxenue nuna Codbu ctano kameHHbIM. OHa cxBaTuia MenaHuio 3a pyky:

— Tw numioxa, a He neymka! IToman 06 aToM! Xouer 3TOT MagbUMIIKa TYJISITh ¢ TOOOH —
nycthb rysser! Ho mycts muiatut! U He B31yMaii TOOUTHCS ¢ HUM 3a1apoMm!

Codwst otiycTiia pyKy MeslaHuM M HaripaBuiiach K jectHure. V3 komHatsl Bbinuia Jluza u,
YBUJIEB TIOAPYTY, TOCTIENINIA K HEHl.

— Yr0 cyumnocs? — MOMHTEpPEeCcoBaIach OHa.

— Bce, kak Bcerna! Benpma npokiisitas! — Herogosajia Memanusi.

— Tloiinem, BeilibeM Yaio, — npeaioxkuia Jlnza.

JleByIIKM BMeCTe CITyCTHIIUCh B CTOJIOBYIO.

k %k ok

JIHY ¥ HOUM, HATIOJTHEHHBIE 10 KpaeB JII0OOBbIO, MPoJieTaIu AJ1s1 MeaH!u co CKOPOCTBIO CBETA.
HeszameTHO BeCHYy CMEHWIIO JIeTO. YCTasble YJIHIbl, OKyTaHHbIE apOMaToM IBETYIIMX JIMII, HATOJ-
HWIUCH JIETKAUM CMEXOM JIeTell M OKMBJICHHBIMH pa3roBopaMu npoxoxux. Ha HeBckom mpocnekre,
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YKPBIThIE B TEHU IIMPOKUX JIEPEBbEB, TOPOKaHE COOMPAIUCH Ha TUIOIAM, HACIAKIASACh YINIHBIMU
MIPE/ICTABJICHUSIMU M APTHCTaMH, KOTOpbIE, CIIOBHO Tepele/e U3 MOXU NepeIBUKHAKOB, TIPH-
BHOCHJIM B CEpO€ OOMXOIHOE BPEMSI KICKPbI CBOETO SIPKOTO TBOPUYECTBA.

Menanus cuiesna y OKHa CBoel KoMHaThl B oxxunanuu ['puropusi. CerogHs oH 0OeIa mpuiTH
¢ HoueBko. CoMHIIe yke KaTHIOCh K TOPU30HTY, 10 yTpa MpOoMasch ¢ yauuamu u gomamu. I1po-
XJIJJHBI BETEPOK 3aJIeTasl B KOMHATY CKBO3b IIPUOTKPHITOE OKHO, TIPUHOCS € cOO0M cBexecTb HeBbl.

JIBepb TXO ckpunHyna. B komHary Boten ['puropuii. Menanus nondexana K Hemy 1 rnpuxa-
Jach K ero ropstuert rpynu. Tor kperko oOHsuT ee u npukai K cebe. [on yerkoit jgeTHelt pyodaxoit
Menanus ychblana CTyK cepala mooumoro. ['puropuii THXOHBKO MOITIA/IMIT €€ BOJIOCHI, OIIyIIasi,
Kak B rpyau pasropaercs tervio. s Menanuu ceiiyac He ObIJIO HIUEro BakHee ero oObATHil. OHa
yrayouiIa B3rIsA] B Oe3JOHHbIE T71a3a TIOOUMOTO, M B STOT MOMEHT BCe BOKPYT OYy/ITO UCUYE3JI0, OCTa-
JIUCh TOJIBKO OHU OJIHM.

— Tol He mpeacTaBisienib, KaK s KJaJl 9TOr0 MOMEHTa, KOIJla BHOBb YBUXKY TeOsl, — THXO
npousnec ['puropwmii. Ero rosnoc ObUT MOJIOH HEKHOCTH U 3a00THI.

Menanus yiabIOHYIach, ee cepate 3a0mnoch vame. OHa 3Hasa, YTO UX YyBCTBA CTAJIM JIMIID
Kperrue 3a 9TU JI0THe MUHYTHI OKUIAHUS, YTO Pa3iyKa TOJIBKO YCHIIMIIA UX CBSI3b.

— 4 Toxe ckyuasia, — mpolIenTaia OHa, MPUKABIIICH K HEMY ellie OJKe, CIIOBHO 00sICh, UTO
OH HCYE3HET, €CJIM OHA OCJIA0HT XBaTKY.

CnoBHO B OTBET Ha ee 3MoluH, [ pruropuii OTSHYJICS K ee JIUIY U OOHSLT ero TEeTION JIAIOHBIO.
B 3TOT MOMEHT Bce COMHEHHUS M CTPaxXu paCTBOPUIIUCH, OCTABIIKCH JAJIEKO 3a Mpe/ie/laMyd KOMHATHI.
OHH CTOSM TaK, HACTaXJasiCh MTHOBEHHUEM, 1 MUD 32 OKHOM TepsiT BCAKHIA CMBICI. JleTHuii Beuep
o0erasn ObITh TUXUM U BOJIIEOHBIM, HATIOJTHEHHBIM TOJIbKO YYBCTBAMM U MEUTAMU BITIOOJICHHBIX.

Brpyr eznBa ynoBuMast TeHb CKOJIB3HYJIA TIO JILy ['puropusi, oH cierka oTcTpanuics or Mena-
HUHM ¥ TIPOIIENTAL:

— CeroHs 51 HE CMOTY OCTaThCsI ¢ TOOOM 110 pacceta. [TogpadoTaTh X04y B HOPTY I'PY3UMKOM.

Menanus cesa Ha Kpail KpOBAaTH U TOJIOKWIA PYKU HA KOJICHH.

— Xoporiio, s Bce IOHMMAl0, — IMPOU3HECIa OHA.

I'puropwii mpricesn psIoM | B3s11 ee 3a pyKy. OH OCTOPOKHO OIJISIIENICS TI0 CTOPOHAM M, 3arJisi-
HYB B I1a3a MeJlaHuH, HErPOMKO CKa3aJl:

— JlroOumast, Mbl TOJDKHBI OekaTh OoTciona, u3 JIeHuHrpana.

Menanusi BOMPOCUTENIBHO N30THYJ1a OPOBb.

— Kyna 6exarp?! — orMaxHysach oHa. — Hac noiimaior!

— Tocnymait MeHsi, — npongomkan ['puropwuii, MpUIBUHYBIIKCH ellie Onrke K Herd. — 1 Bce
npuayMat. Y MeHs OIHOKJIACCHUK padoTaeT B opTy. OH MOMOXET HaM He3aMeueHHBIMH CECTh Ha
rpy30BoOil kKopadib. B mepBoM ke mopry coiiiem Ha Oeper ¥ HauHeM HOBYIO KM3Hb. [J1aBHOE, 4YTO
BIBOeM U nofasbiie o CodbH U ee Jojei.

Menanus ciyiaia Mojya.

— V MeHs ecth HeMHOTO JieHer. Kak-HuOyap npoxuBeM. Tam HAC HUKTO HE CMOXKET HaWTH.
TonbKO EHCTBOBATh HY/KHO PEIIMTENIbHO M OBICTPO, YTOOBI HUKTO HE YCTeN TeOsl CIIOXBAaTHThCS.
Bexarp HyKHO 3aBTpa, Ha paccBeTe.

Menanus yBujesa CBET HA/ISK/bl B IJIa3ax JIOOUMOTO.

«A BIIpYT Bce MOYYUTCs, U s CTaHy cBOOOAHA?!» — MPOMEJIbKHY/IA B €€ T'OJIOBE MBICTb.

['puropwuii cMOTpe B ee I71a3a M K AaJjl, YTO OHAa OTBETHT Ha ero npejsioxkeHre. Menanus Bcraia
C KpOBAaTH U MOJAOIIUIA K 3epKajy. B3nisHyB Ha CBOe OTpaskeHHe, OHa cKa3asa:

— Ilnan BrionHe xoportl. Ho MeHst He BHITYCTAT OTCIOa Ha paccBeTe. Y IBepel AeXKypsT JIIoAU
Kiuma.

['puropwmii mogomen kK Menanuu 1 oOHsUT ee 32 TUICUH.

— 41 v 370 MpeycMOTpe, — INEMHYJ OH €i Ha YXO U YJIBIOHYJICS.

I'puropwmii ykazan )ecToM Ha CyMKY, JIeXKaIllylo Ha MOy y ABEPH.
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— B cymke mom Bemu, — TNosiCHWI OH. — HajeHemb ux, a BOJIOCH! CHpsTYelIb MO, KapTys.
TeOs1 mpuMyT 3a mapHs. A MapHs HUKTO OCTAHABJIMBATH Y JBEPH He OyzeT.

Menanusi BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— TlpeBocxoano! Kak Tosnbko T 3TO Bee mpuyma?!

Ona npwxasiack K ['piropuio 1 He xoTesna ero OTImyckaTb oT cedsl.

— MHe ye nopa yxoquTh, — CKa3aJl OH U MOLEeIoBaJl MenaHMIo B ILEUKY.

OH HanpaBWICA K IBepU. Y BbIXOAa 0OEpHYJICS U TIOSCHUI MelaHuu elnie pas:

— 3aBTpa Ha paccBeTe, B UeThIpe yaca, Oydy skaaTh Te0s1 y CITycKa co JibBamH. Jlo Toro MomMeHTa
OoJblIIe, TyMalo, He CBUIUMCs. 3aTo oToM OyieM BMecTe HaBcera. Thl TOJIbKO OY€Hb XOPOIIIO 3aMac-
KHPYICs1, 9TOOBI HEe ObLIIO OCEUKH.

— Xopo11o, 10 BCTpeur, — norpouiaiac Menanus.

Ona cena y 3epkasna. Ee MpIciu yHecIuch Kyzia-To JaJleko, TyAa, Iie OHU ¢ ['puropuem yxe
HaBcera BMeCTe, UMEIOT CBOM JIOM, JieTei, rie Oonbine Het Hu Codbu, Hu Kituma, HM 9TUX HECKOH-
YaeMbIX YHUKEHUH. . .

3a OKHaMU KOMHATBI JISHUBO 3a0pe3:kui paccBeT. Memnanus He criasia. OHa BCIO HOYb HE MOTJIa
COMKHYTb I71a3 B ITPEABKYILIEHUH cBOOOBI. HacTymut nocnejHuii IeHb ee My4YeHUH B 3TUX TOCTBUIBIX
CTEHax.

«HaxkoHer-To Bce 310 3aKOHUUTCSI, U s OyIy CBOOOIHA», — 3Ta MBIC]Tb OECKOHEYHO KPYTHJIACh
B rojioe Menanumu.

CBepHYBIIUCH IO/ OJIESITIOM, OHA HEHAJI0JIro 3aapeMalia, CKOBaHHasi yrpeHHel Herou. Korga
OHa IIPOCHYJIACh, PACCBET ObLT yke Aajieko no3aau. beuio Bocems yaco yTpa. Ha cocenneit kposatu
3aBopoyvasacs Jluza.

— Jo6poe yTpo, — THXO Iporn3Hecia MenaHusl.

JIuza BeITIIsSIHYNA U3-TIOZ1 Ofiesiyla M, He CKa3aB HU CJIOBA, MIEPEBEPHYJIACh Ha IPyroi OOK.

MenaHus 4yBcTBOBaJIa, YTO NOZIPYra B MOC/IEIHEE BpeMsl KaK-TO oxJajena K Heil. OHu cranu
peke OTKpoBeHHHYaTh. JIn3a crana MeHbllle BpeMEeH! MPOBOAUTH B KOMHATE C TIOIPYTOM, MOCTOSTHHO
yOeraia Kyaa-To, IpuayMbIBasi pa3inuHble TPUIMHBIL.

Menanusa Bcrana u nopouuia K Jluze, npucena Ha Kpait ee kpoati. OHa MoMOKUIA PYKY
MOZIpyre Ha IUIe40, CKa3aB:

— JIuzka, Thl cepaMIIbCs HA MeHs 32 4TO-TO? §I 3TO UyBCTBYIO.

JIuza noBepHyJa roloBy U MOCMOTpENIA Ha MOAPYTY.

— Bce xoporiio, — OypkHyia oHa.

Menanus norpsicia NoApyry 3a Ijieyo, paoCTHO BOCKIUKHYB:

— Jagait, BcraBaii! CosHlle yxe BbICOKO!

Menanus craia KpyKUThCSI TI0 KOMHate, OyATO B PUTME BajibCa, U JeTTUTHCS C MOAPYTON CBOMM
CUACTBEM:

— ¢ Takas cuacmuBasi! He moBepuiiib, HO CeroHs Moy TOC/IeIHUN JeHb 31ech! U 1 0cBo6O-
xycb oT Codbu!

JIuza npucraipHbIM B3IJISIOM [TOCMOTpeSia Ha Menanuio, ee 11a3a BOIIPOCUTENIBHO PACIIMpPU-
mck. OHa cripocuia:

— Tl 0 yem roBopuiiib, gypexa?!

Menanus ripepBajia CBOM CUACTIMBBIN BaJILC U IUTIOXHYJIACh HA KPOBaTh psiioM ¢ JIn3oil.

— MBpi ¢ I'puiiieit cerogHs Ha paccBeTe YIUIBIBEM U3 ropoja, — € PaJoCThbIO B IOJIOCE paccKa-
3piBasia Menanus. — OH OyeT k1aTh MEHs y CIyCKa CO JIbBaMH, OTTYJa Mbl OTIIPABUMCS B TIOPT U
yIUTbIBEM HaBceraa. Ero nmpusrens HaM OMOXeT Oekarb.

— Hypa 161! — BockimkHyna Jluza. — Cobst Te0s1 BCIomy OTHICKAaTh CMOXKET!

— A niyctb nonpoOyet! — ynpiOHynack Menanusi. — Koria oHa crioxBaTUTCsI, MbI Oy/ieM yxke
oueHb faneko! Ha npyrom koHie cera!
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Jluza B3moxHyMa. Y Hee He ObUIO cioB. OHa OIMycTHIach 0OpPaTHO HA TIOAYIIKY U C TOJIOBOM
YKPBUIACh OJIESITIOM.

Menanusi TONKHYJIA €e, CIIPOCHUB:

— Tol 1axe He MOpayelIbes 3a MeHs?

JIuza momuana. He noxkpaBimimch ee oTBeTa, MeslaHMsl HaKMHY/IAa Ha TUIEYM TEMHO-CUHUI
MIEHBI0AP ¥ TIOCTIEIITHO BHIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI.

[Nocnenuuii 1eHb B OKUIAHUU CBOOOJBI TAHYICS uisi Menanuu MydutesbHO jgoiro. Ho Bee
’Ke HOYb TpUIUIA B ropoa. MenaHusi cMOTpesia B OKHO, 32 KOTOPbIM HE0O MOCTENEHHO TEMHEO,
a TepBble 3BE3/Ibl, KAK MCKOPKH CYACThsl, TOJIBKO HauMHAIM Meprarh. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJa, Kak B €€
AyIlie HAKATUTMBAETCsI CMECh TPEBOTY M 0kUAaHus. KakIpiil 3ByK 32 OKHOM MPOOYXkJall B HEl OCTpoe
YyBCTBO, Oy/ITO BpeMs PEIIMIO XKaaHO CXBAaTUTh €€ 3a ropso, He TO3BOJIsIs BHIPBAThCs. MenaHus
3HAJIa, YTO 32 3aBETHOM JBEPHIO €€ K/IAJI0 UYTO-TO HeObIBAJIOe: MUP, CBOOOIHBIN OT OKOB, OOCSIIaHUs
HOBOW KU3HU.

3aKkyTaBIIMCh B OfiesI0, MesaHus Jiexkana HermoABWKHO, BpeMs OT BpEeMEHH TOTJIsiAbIBas Ha
BHCEBIIIEe Ha cTeHe 4achl. [{udepOnar yacoB cnabo ocBeman TyCKJIbIA JTYHHBIH CBET, MPOOUBAIO-
HIUICS CKBO3b HEIUIOTHO 3allITOPEHHOE OKHO. CHU3Y NOHOCUJIUCH 3BYKM TrpaMMO(OHa, KEHCKUA
CMeX M MY’KCKasl IbsiHast OpaHb. 3a ABEPbIO U3peIKa CIIBIIAIUCH YbU-TO ard. JIn3a TMXoHbKO moca-
TbIBaJIa Ha COCEAHEN KPOBaTH.

Menanus He criazia yke BTOPYIO HOUb MOJPSII ¥ OYeHb OO0sIach TOTO, YTO MPOCIUT Ha3HAYCH-
HbII yac. COH MOCTENEeHHO CTaJl OKYTHIBATH €€ CBOMM TETUIBLIM MOKPHIBAJIOM, HO OHA HE C/IaBasiach
MPOJOJIKAJIA JIEKATh C OTKPBITHIMU IJIa3aMH. . .

Hakoner1, Ha yacax mpoOWJT 3aBETHBIN Yac — TP Yaca HOUM. MesaHust BCKOUMIIA C TIOCTENH 1
cTasia BTOporsix coouparbcsi. OHa mocMoTtpesa Ha JIn3y: Ta Kpenko crasa. 3a OKHAMH yKe HaurHaI
3apoKAaThCsl paccBeT. MesaHus Hajlena IUPOKKe MYKCKHE IITaHbl, CBETIIYI0 pyOaxy ¥ MoBepX Hee
cepblil kuieT. Bemm ObutH eii cierka BeJrKoBaThl. Ho 9T0 ObUTO aXe Ha pyKy: IMPOKasi Ofexk/ia
CKpbIBasIa Mo, coboii xkeHckue dopmbl. Ha e cymkn, uro npunec ['puropmii, Menanus Haiia
CBETJIO-KOPUYHEBBIA KapTy3 M, cOOpaB UIMHHBIE BOJOCH B MYYOK, HATSHYJA ero Ha ronopy. OHa
HaJBUHYJA KapTy3 Ha Ila3a, YToObl ee cIokHee ObUIo y3HaTh. MesaHus mocMoTpesna Ha cedsl B 3ep-
KaJIO ¥ MogyMaa:

«Ecmi BHUMaTEIbHO HE MPUIJIABIBATLCS, TO MPSMO MapeHb U €CTh».

OHa 0CTOPOKHO MPUOTKPbUIA ABEPD U BHIIVISIHYJIA B KOPUIOP: TaM He ObLJIO HY TyIv. MenaHus
OBICTPO MPOCIEIOBaANA K JeCTHUIIE. BHU3Y OBbLIO IIIyMHO, 3HAYHUT, €llle He BCE KJIMEHTHI Pa3OILIHCh.
Oma crrycTriach o CTYNeHbKaM U BBIIJISIHYJIA U3-32 yIJ71a: B CMEXHON KOMHATE ObLIIO HECKOJIBKO Yelio-
Bek. [1yTh K BbIXOmYy ObLT CBOOOMIEH, M1 MemnaHus, epeBes QyX W HaOpaBIIMCh XpaOpOCTH, HArpa-
BWJIAch K J1Bepu. Ho He ycriena oHa czienath M Tpex IaroB, Kak U3 cocelHeld KOMHATHI BhIIIEN OaH-
aut Knuma. OH aBurascs el HaBcrpeuy. [1o HepoBHO# noxonke MesaHusi OHsIA, YTO MYyKYMHA
ObU1 mbsiH. OHA Ha MUT 3aCThlJIa HA MeCTe, Ha/IBUHY/Ia KapTy3 NOnIyoXke U MPOJOJIKUIA CBOM My Th
K BBIXOJy, IPUTBOPUBIIIKCH, YTO TOXKE MbsiHA. MyKUMHA MOPABHSJICS C HEW M OpOCUIT Ha Hee KOCO
B3, Cepatie Menanuu GerieHo 3a0M10Ch, TaA0HU B3MOKIM. OHa OITyCTHIIa TOJIOBY U OBICTPO MPO-
IIMBITHYJIA K BBIXOQY. My)XUMHA 3aIiarai Jablie.

[MpoxyamHblid yTpeHHUI BeTep yaapui MajlaHuu B JIMIO MOTOKOM cBoOoAbl. OHa B3MJIsHYJIA
Ha HeOOo U rmogymaa:

«Bce nmomyumiocs».

Ona OpicTpo 3amarana Baoib goporu. Hebo Obuio macmypHseiM. Kazanock, BOT-BOT HAYHETCS
JNOX1b. Menanus 1111a, crapasich He JyMaTh O TIOrojie, HO XOJIOAHBIN BeTep, MPOHUKAIOIINI CKBO3b
OfIEKY, 3aCTaBJIsUI €€ IUIeYM CKUMaThes. Kaxplid Imar OT3bIBajICS IIyXMM XOM, CJIOBHO cama
J0pora 3HaJjia O ee TPEBOTax.

Brnpyr Menanusi ocTaHOBMJIACh W OIJISTHYJIACh HA Pa3MBITYIO Jajib, Iie HEOO BCTPEYaIoch C
ropu3oHTOM. [Ipu3paynbie TeHH OONAKOB CO3[aBaji HEMOHATHBIE (DOPMBI, U €il MOKa3aJoCh, YTO
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OHM HAIIIETITHIBAJIM Kakue-To TaiHbl. Hy:kHO ObUTO maTH ganeiine. Menanus caenaia TiyOOKUi BIOX
Y CHOBA 3alllaraja BIEpejl, YBEPEeHHO U ¢ pemmmMocTbio. Henoroga He Morsia OCTaHOBUTS €€, U OHa
3HaJIA, YTO 32 STUMH CEPbIMHU OOJaKaMH PaHO WJIM TMO3IHO MOSBUTCS conHIe. C KaXIbIM IIarom
Menanus Bce GoJblie 4yBcTBOBasIa cebst cBodoaHoi. OHa OyaTo cOpachiBaa ¢ 1jed rpys3, KOTOpbIi
J0JITO €€ TATOTUI.

Betep copBa KapTy3 ¢ ee rojoBbl, U JIOKOHBI MEIbI0 pacchaauch 1o ieyaM. OHa XoTena
JOTHaTh yjeTeBIIni Kapty3. Ho k uemy oH eii Teneps?

Bckope Briepean moka3asuch rpario3Hble CHUITYITHI JIbBBOB — BCETO HECKOJIBKO IIaroB OTe-
s Menanuio ot BeTpeud ¢ mooumbiM. [lomorias Onvke, OHa HUKOTO He yBHJEIa B Ha3HA4YeH-
HOM MecTe. MenaHus orisijiesiach o CTOPOHAM: BOKPYT He ObUIO HU TyIv. Mypamiku mpoOekasmch
BJIOJTb TTO3BOHOYHMKA, CepAIIe CTaslo OuThest ObicTpee. OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO YTO-TO OBLIO HE TaK.

Menanus cOexaiia 1o CTyreHbKaM K peke 1 yBuesna ['puropust. OH cuien Ha KOpTOUKax, Mpu-
’KaBIIMCh CIMHOM K KaMHIO.

— I'puma! — KkpuKHysa oHa U oadeskana K Hemy.

Tor He meBemwicsa. Menanus cxsarwia I'puropus 3a miedo. OH MOAHSUI TOJIOBY U MOMYT-
HEBIIMMHU IJ1a3aMHU TIOCMOTpeJT Ha BO3J00IeHHy0. ToHKas OOpmoBasi CTpyiiKa KpOBHM BBITEKaA U3
yrojka ero ryo. OH MOMbITaacs YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO TYT K€ TIOTEPsLT pABHOBECHE M CBATHIICS HAOOK.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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