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S mymana, ObITh OOHOM M3 JECSATKA MOTEHIIMAIBHBIX HEBECT UMITepaTopa, 3TO
crnoxxHO? 3a0yapTe, OCTaThCsl €MIMHCTBEHHOM KaHIUAATKON Ha Ceplle TIPaBUTENS
Y TPOH TIO/JIE HEro, BOT YTO TaKOe HACTOSIIHE MpodieMbl. Majio Ham ObLIO
3aroBOPINMKOB, MBITAIOIIMXCSA N30aBUTHCA OT KcaHapa, Teneps B Ae/10 BCTYIIIN
MPUIBOPHBIE CO CBOUMM MHTPUTaMU, KO3HAMH U TIOMBITKAMH MOI00paThCs
noOmke K BiaacTi.He roBops yxke o TOM, 9TO cam MMIIepaTop, He yIpoIaeTr
3aja4y, BOMB ceOe B TOJIOBY, UTO 00s3aH 3aBOEBaTh MOE CepALe U JOOUThCS
corjacus Ha Opak. BOT ToJIbKO OH He 3HaeT, YTo sl BOBCE He KPOHIIPHHIIecca, a
MpocTasi HAEMHUIIA, Ja elle U U3 Apyroro mupa. TUTya uMIepaTpuiibl Ha J1JIst
TaKOU KakK 51, HEBa)KHO, KaKHe SMOIIMU S UCTIBITHIBAIO K TOMY, KTO C CaMOI'0 Havajia
JOJIKEH ObLT OCTaBaThCA IJI MEHS TOJIBKO 3ajgaHreM. M kak 0oObIYHOI HaeMHHUILIE
pa300paThCs B IPUABOPHBIX UTPaxX, HAWTH 3arOBOPITUKOB M TIPU STOM He TIOTEPSITh
cebst m cBoe cepare? wmorus - KHUra 2-s MpUKJII0YeHU HaeMHMIB KaitiiHel B
mupe 6orunu JlroOBu.
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Maprapura I'puinaena
HeBecTa mo KOHTPAaKTy

I'naBa 1. Me:xx aByx 00roB

— IMomorute! Kto-HUOY/b, IETUTENS, CPOYHO!

Kpunuana Jlunapusi rpoMKko, B30 BCeX CHJI, 1a)ke MHE B BAHHOM OBLJIO CJIBIIIHO, KaK 9XOM pa3-
HOCHUTCS €€ UCITyTaHHBIH roJ10C 1O Kpbuly. 5 yke JaBHO MOHSIA, YTO KPOHIIPUHIIECCa Ta ellle aKTpuca.
Haneroch, 1 MHe ynactcsi ChirpaTh JOCTOMHO. XOTS U UTPATh MOYTH HE TPUAETCS.

Sl moMopIuIack OT HOIOIIEH OOJM B PyKax U CTYITHSIX, HO 3aCJIBIIIAB TOMOT MPUOIMKAIOIIUXCSI
I11aroB, COMPOBOX/IAEMbIli TPOMKUMU NIPUYUTAHUAMY JIMHAPUY, TTOMBITATIACH PAcCIaOUThCS U TIPU-
HATH OeCCO3HATEIbHBIA BU/.

— Yro npou3onuio? — mporpoxoran 00eCOKOSHHBIN MYKCKOM roJIoC Y MEeHsI HaJl TOJIOBOA.

— AX, pa3Be 3T0 ceiiuac BakHO? — BeCbMa JIOCTOBEPHO CO BCXJIMITBIBAHUEM MPOBbLIA MPUH-
necca. — Mos rocrnioxa paHeHa! BoruHs-OKpoBUTENbHUIIA, CKOJIBKO KpoBu! UTO Bl cTOMTE —
MIOMOTHTE TiepeHecTH ee B ocTesb! Y KTo-HuOyab, MO30BUTE YiKe 1eauTeliss! AX, BAPYT MOsI TOCIIOKa
ympet ot notepu kpoBu! [IpuHiiecca, npuHiiecca, MoxanyicTa, He yMUpaTe. .. — pbljiajia OHa.

1, ecrecTBEHHO, HE OT3bIBAJIACH — PAHO MOKA MOJABATh MPU3HAKY KU3HU.

[Hopox 1 TOHKHUI 3BOH PsIIOM, U 1 B3/IeTesIa BBEpX Ha Uy:KuX pykax. TyT urparb He NMpHIILIOCh
— OXpaHHUWK MEHs MOJIHSLT BeChMa HeYIauyHO, OOJIE3HEHHOTO CTOHA OT 33/IEThIX MOPE30B s HE Cliep-
JKaja.

— Jlenun, nenqu? But Mens cipiute? Jlequ, Bul ipuniuii B ce0s1? Tonbko He ymupaiite, moxa-
JyiicTa, pUHIecca, — TYT ke CHOBA MOIXBATHIIA KPOHIIPUHIIECCa.

— Hapa, — TUXOHBKO MpoCTOHANA sI, U300paxast yMHUPAIOIIYI0, — OOJBHO. . .

— Cenyac, MusieHbkas, ceiuac. .. Lenurens yxe no3sanu. [lo3Banu Beab? — cripocuia yxe
¢ TpeOOBaHUEM B TOJIOCE.

— Ckopo Oyner, — T'yJIKO TIOATBEPAUIA Y MEHsI HaJl TOJIOBOM.

Vike yepe3 MrHOBEHHE MEHSI MSTKO YJIOXKUJIM Ha KpPOBaTh, U 1 CHOBA M300pa3uyia 0OOMOPOK.
Tak TanaHTIMBO UrpaTh CTPaJaHusl, Kak 3TO JieJlaeT KPOHIIPUHIIEcca, s TOUHO He cMmory. [la u He
MIPUIILIOCH, LIEJTUTEIb SIBUJICSI B MO MTOKOM CPa3y ke, CTOMJIO OXPAaHHUKY OIYCTUTh MEHSI Ha KpPOBaTh.

— I'me nocrpanaBmasn? — pasfgalicss 3HAKOMbBIN JEIOBUTHINA TOJIOC UMIIEPATOPCKOTO JIEKapsL.
— IIpoBoauTte MeHs K Hel.

— Haxkonerni-to Bbl mpu0bin! [loxanyiicra, moMorurte Moei Jie[u, criacute ee ckopee!

§1 enBa He MOMOPIIMIIACH OT UCTEPUYHOCTH B €€ TojIoce — KakeTcsi, OHa nepeurpsiBaet? Wiy,
JeWCTBUTENbHO Ucyrayach? Bee ke mopesbl U KpoBb HACTOSIIIINE.

— Crnokoiinee. Otoiiin 1 He Melaid padotats! Jlydie pacckaxu, 4To 3/1€Ch MPOU30LLIO?

3arnsacTbsl KOCHYJIMCh NMAJbLbL U TYT K€ MO TeJy paclpoCTPAHUIIOCH JIETKOE TEIJIOe MOKaJIbIBa-
HUe — TPOBepsieT MOe COCTosIHUE. §1 MmocTiennia 3aCTOHaTh — BCe-TaKU 3aKJIMHAHUE 51 He OOMaHy,
JieKapb cpasy MOMMET, YTO 51 B COBHAHUU.

— Jlenu, BbI MeHS ciipliuTe ? YTO MPOU30IILIO? — MOMBITAICS JONBITATHCS OT MEHSI CTAPUYOK.

— BonbHo. .. — npoxpunena s B OTBeT.

— Tl 3Haenb, YTO CAYUMIIOCH C TBOEW T'OCTIOKOW ?

— Her! 4 He 3Hal0, Kak Tak BBHIIUIO. S TOIBKO-TOJNBKO C HeW psijioM ObuIa. Jlean mpuHUMAaa
BaHHYy, a 5 el nomoraia. [1otoM s BbILIa, OYKBaJIBHO Ha JIBE MHUHYTHI, 3a TulaTheM. U pazmancs
IpOXOT cTekJia. Sl MeTHysach. .. A TaM Jiequ Ha MOy, U BOKPYT OCKOJIKU, U KPOBb Be3Jie. . .

Bnpyr Jlunapus 3ariakana, mpudeM KakeTcsl MO-HACTOSIILEMY .

— Ilpekpatuth ucrepuky! — psaBkHYJ neautenab. — CTpaxa, yBeAUTe IeBYHIKY !
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Ox, Kakoil OH OKa3bIBAET CTPOTUH, ITOT CTAPUUOK-LIEIUTENIb. A MHE MOKa3aJICs CHaYaJla TAKUM
MWIbIM. V1. .. BO3MOKHO, UMIIEpaTop Y:Ke Mpeayrnpeaul KOro-To, CJAEAUTh 32 OJHON U3 YYaCTHHUIL
oTO0Opa 0coO0 BHUMATEIIHHO, U TETIeph BCE TIEPEKUBAIOT, YTO He ycieauin? YUuTbiBas, Kak ObICTPO
Ha KpuKM JIMHapuu sIBUJIACh U OXpaHa, U LIEJIUTENb, OUeHb MOXKET OBITb.

Kak oka3zanoch, cTojb CpPOUHO SIBUJIMCh HE TOJIBKO OHHU.

I'poxot nBepu. Bropoit — KTO-TO BOpBajics KO MHE B KOMHATy, U CTOUJIO IBEPY 3a €r0 CIIMHOW
3aXJIOMHYThCS, KaK pa3ajics 3HAKOMbII MHE MY KCKOH rojoc.

— boru... Kacrapuyc, uto ¢ Heit? [loueMy Tak MHOTO KpoBH?

Hano ke, u cam umneparop siBwicsi. Y1 310 B pasrap moaroToBKM K KOHKypcy! A yx rojioc
KaKoW 00ECIIOKOEHHBIN — ke He CKPBIBACT MAHUKY.

— 41 moka He yBepeH, Ballle BEJIMUECTBO, — BEKJIMBO OTBETUJI LIEJTUTENb.

Tak, HafeI0Ch, UIMIIEPATOP KO MHE B KOMHATHI HE B pOIHOM 0OMn4ny BopBasics? Bee ke, moka
s1 O(PUIMAIBHO He OOBSIBIICHA €T0 HEBECTOM, 3TO Oy/IET. . .MATKO TOBOPSI, HE K MECTY.

— Hanapgenue? [Ipsamo B nokosix?

— Her, ve nymato, Baie BenuuectBo. CKopee Iperoiarai, 4To 3T0 MOCIeICTBUS HelaBHEN
TpaBMBI Jied. 51 mpeaynpexjai ee, 4To Moclie yaapa elle BO3MOKHBI FTOJIOBOKPYKEHHU S, TOITOMY e
HE CTOMT YBJIEKAaThCs rOpssurMy BaHHaMK. Ho KaxeTcs, jien 3a0bljia Mpo 3TO U3-32 OOBSIBICHHOTO
KoHKypca. [loxoske, moce BaHHOH y Hee 3aKpyKWiach roJoBa M OHA yIaja, 3a/IeB 3€pKajlo, U OHO
pazowmitock. [o kpaiiHeil Mepe, IPYrUX TPaBM, IIOMUMO HECKOJIbKUX IMOBEPXHOCTHBIX MOPE30B, 5 HE
OOHApPYKMJI, — KaK MOXHO CIIOKOMHEe MOCTapasics OObSICHUTH LIETUTENb.

S maxe mopasmiach, Kak ObICTPO OH yrajgasi. KoneyHo, 3ta Tpareaus ObUia MOCTAHOBKOM, HO
1a, Mbl TUIAHUPOBAJTH, YTOOBI BHIJIsIZIENIa OHA UIMEHHO TaK, Kak oObsicHUT Kactapuyc.

— Torga vero Tbl xkzemb? Jleun ckopee! CKOJIBKO KPOBU... — 3aKOHYMJI UMIIEPATOP €/1Ba
CJIBIILIHO.

Tak nepexuBaer? ¢ nonbineHa. M geno B ToM, 4to ero odermmaHue 0O0ecreunTh MOTHYI0
3aLIUTY, OKA3aJI0Ch HE Kpermye NeCYaHoW HACBIIH, M0/l HAaropoM BeTpa?

— He mory, — HEBO3MyTHMO OTBETHJI CTAPUYOK.

— Kak 3107 — B ronoce MyX41HbI OC/BIIIAIACH TPEBOTA U JJaKe yrpo3a.

— Ilo kakoil-TO MpUYMHE OpraHu3M JieJU HE BOCHPUHMMAET LIEIUTEIbCKYI0 Maru. Yro-to
BHYTPH Hee OJIOKHpYET ee.

— Tlouemy?!

— He 3na10, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO.

— Tak BbIssicHH! — m0X0%e, copBaics Kcannp. — U cienaid XoTh 4TO-TO C paHaMH, OHA Be/lb
KpOBb TepsieT!

— ¢ yxe BBI3BAJI IOMOIIHUILY ¢ HEOOXOIUMBIMU 3€/IbSIMHU, OHA CKOPO OyJeT, — CIOKOWHBIM,
JaXe CKopee KaKMM-TO YCIOKAaMBAIOIIMM TOHOM 3aBEpHJI MYXKUMHY LienuTesb. — He BosHyiiTech
Tak, Baile BenryecTBo. [lopesbl, KOHEUHO, HENPUSTHBIE, HO Hecepbe3Hble. KpoBb yxke He MIeT, Tak
YTO JKU3HU JIEIU HUYETO HE YTPOXKaeT.

Koneuno, HecepbesHbie. S1 ke XoTesa TOJNBKO KOHKypca u3bexarh, a He camoyouTthes. U yx
nope3arb cedsl Tak, YTOOBI STO BHIIVISIENIO BHYIIUTEIBHO, HO PEIbHOW OMAcHOCTU He ObLIO, 51 CIOo-
coOHa.

— Torpna pazbepuch, nouemy ucliesieHue e aeictByer! Moxer... 3epkano nogmMeHmn? Pa3
HE MO0JIy4yaeTcs 3aJIeYUTh €€ PaHbl, 3HAYUT, AEJI0 OIATh B aHTUMarnyeckom metayuie? Bapyr meras-
JIMYECKYIO CTPYKKY MOIMEIIaIM B 3epKano? A eciv, OHa He cama Bce K€ PacKoJojia 3epKajlo, a ero
B30pPBaJIM, YTOOBI €€ OCKOJIKAMU 3aLIeTHJI0?

Bor 310 nocnemHocts BeIBOAOB. [Ipuyem BecbMa MHe HeynoOHbIX. Ceidac ele pemmr, 4To
3TO MOKYILEHKE, a MOACTPOUTH €ro, YUUThIBAsA HAIMYME OXPaHBbl, IBHO IOMOT KTO-TO U3 MOUX CIIy-
kaHOK. ToJbKO y HUX ecTh OeCIpensITCTBEHHBIN BXOJ BO BCE KOMHATBI MOMX TIOKOEB, U TOJIBKO OHH
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TOYHO MOIUIA 3HaTh, KOIZA 1 OKAXyCh HAEJUHE C 3€pKajoM. A Jaiblie xyxe... Bapyr on Jlunapuio
Ha JIOIPOC MOTAIKUT?

Sl enBa ynepikanach, YTOOB HE BCKOUYUTD U HE 3a5IBUTh, UTO Y MEHsI JEUCTBUTENILHO 3aKPyXKHU-
JIach TOJIOBA, M 3€PKaJIo 51 cama pazomia. Ho ctout BHOB MoOIaroqapuTh HEaUTeNs 3a 3/1paBble pas-
MBIIIEHNS], BOBPEMSI BbICKA3aHHBIE BCIIYX.

— He nymato, uto €0 B MeTaie, Balle BEJIMYECTBO. Y MEHs yKe €CTb HEKOTOPbIE IIPEATIO-
JIOKEHUS. . .

— Kakue? — norpeboBas oTBeTa UMIIEPaTop.

— Tlonoxnute, cHayasla MHE HYKHO yTOYHUTH. [l0o30BUTE, MoXanyicTa, CIIyKaHKy Jieau, —
00paTHJICS OH K KOMY-TO.

Uepe3 MrHOBEHME B KOMHATE CHOBA CJIBILIAIIOCH BCX/IMIbIBaHUE JIMHapuy.

— Ckaxu, TBOs Jieiv IPUHUMAJIa KaKKe-TO 3€JIbsl CETOIHs? — MATKO B3sJICS pacClpaliuBarh
JIeKapb.

— A kak xe! Bbl ke mpornucany npuHIecce BCSIKUe MUKCTYpbl. MBI Bce coOsToany 1 mpu-
HUMAaJH !

IIpaBna, cHavyaa s mpoBepuiia, YTO MHE He $/1 IOACYHY/IU. B 3TOM 1BOpLIE BOBMOKHO BCE.

— I[lomumo nekapcTB JIeau YTO-TO MPUHKUMAIA?

— Her, uto BbI. TOJIbKO TOHUK KpacoThl. JIeau cka3asa, 4To CeroiHsi BaXHbIi JIeHb U €l Hy’KHO
BBIIVISIIETH XOPOLLO.

— SIcHo. YTO 32 TOHUK? — OHOBPEMEHHO 3arOBOPUJIM UMIIEPATOP U JIEKapb.

— 3enbe nmpuBIeKaresibHOCTH. To camoe, 4To mojBesno Jiequ Apadesuty, — HalOMHIJI 11e/d-
Tesb. — Kak Bbl IOMHUTE, OHO, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOM NOJIOKUTENbHBIA 3((PEKT B IJIaHE BHEIIHOCTH,
Ha BpeMsi OJIOKMpPYET AEHCTBHE IeTUTETbCKON Maruu, OKa He BHIBETPUTCS U3 OPraHU3MA.

— OnsaTh? — MOCTBINAIOCH UCKPEHHE BO3MYIIIEHUE B rojioce umrieparopa. — JlaBHo mopa
MIPOCTO 3alPEeTUTh UCTOJIL30BATh ITY Ia0CTh B CTEHAX ABopLa!

— Botock, He nonmyuntcs. B Takom ciydae jiean qBopiia norpedyT Hac Moj MMCbMaMHU C 5KaJlo-
6amu 1 TpeOOBAaHMEM BHIATh Pa3pellieHre Ha MOJIb30BaHUE, HECOMHEHHO, 10 BaKHBIM MTPUIMHAM.

— Torna BeIrHATH ¥ UX, — OYPKHYJI My’KUMHA €Ba CJIBIITHO. — VIibsica He MoJb3yeTcst TaKoN
rynocteio. I Kupanus Toxe.

— MmMneparpuua 1 npuHIiecca BCerja OTIMYaIiCh Pa3yMHOCTBIO U MTPEJOCTOPOKHOCTBIO, —
MSITKO 3aMETHJI LIEJIUTEb.

— 4 nyman, 4to 3Ta JIeAU TOKE OTIMYAETCS Pa3yMHOCTbIO, — B310XHYJ Kcanap. Mue noka-
3JI0Ch, YTO YbsI-TO PyKa KOCHYJIACh MOMX BOJIOC. — 3aueM, JIunapus?

OtBeuathb 5 He coOupaliach, Ja U BCe JOKHO ObLIIO OBITH MOHATHO. MBI JOTOBOPHJINCH, YTO
MeHsI OOBSBST MOOEIUTEIPHUIICH Ha ONvKaiieM KOHKypce. Huuero ynuBUTEIbHOTO, UTO S peimia
1n00aBUTH cebe HEMHOTO JIOCKA, CKOJIb Obl pa3yMHOW sI He Ka3aslach. Beb MeHsI TOJKHBI ObUTA 00B-
SIBUTh HEBECTOM MMIIepaTopa MpakKTUYECKU Ha MycToM mecte (ogoOpeHue xpuibl 6oruau JIooBu
JIMIIb KPACUBBIA MPEIOT, 3TO OUYEBUIAHO JIs1 Bcex). HyKHO ObUIO 10Ka3aTh OKPYXKAOIIUM, UTO S
AocToiHa 3Toro Mecra. Ho 310 00bsicHeHUS 151 UMIiepaTopa. B peanbHOCTH ke MHE MTPOCTO HeNb3s
BCTpeuarhces ¢ kpunieid 6oruan Jlioosu. Cuactbe, YTO MOJHMIIB STOTO MUPA BBIAYMANHU 3€JIbe, YTO
MpUAeT TBOMM BOJIOCAM, KOXeE M I71a3aM Yapyloliee CUsiHUE, HO B TO ke BpeMsl OJIOKUPYET BO3/IEH-
crBue JeueOHor Maruu. Ecii Obl He OHO, He 3Hal0, Kak Obl BBIKPYUHBAJIACH U3 ITOW CUTYAIUH.

W cnacu6o npunnecce JInHapuu 3a CTOJIb MOJIHUEHOCHO TIPUIyMAHHBIN 1 UICTIOTHEHHBIH T1J1aH.
A Bejipb ellle Mapy 4acoB Ha3ajl, OHa TIpeObIBaJia B TAKOH Ke MaHWKe, Kak U s. KoHeuHo, He Kaskabii
JeHb BCTpevaellb YeI0BeKa, KOTOPBII OTPEKCsl OT MOKPOBUTEIBCTBA OIHOTO OOra v meperen K Apy-
romy. COMHEBaIOCh, YTO OHA BOOOIIE KOTJa-TO O TAKOM CJIbIIIANIA.

Paznmancsa odepenHoil CTyK B JIBepb — SIBWJIACH MOMOIIHUIIA LIENUTENsI ¢ HEOOXOMMMBIMU
3eJbsIMU U TTpoveld yTBapblo. U 51, mpusHaThesl, Ha MrHOBeHMe 3aHepBHMYaia. Jlekapy Kacrapuyc
yXke J1aJ1 yKa3aHusl TIOMOIIHHIIE, HaOpaTh BO/IBI, YTOOBI CMBITh KPOBb, U TIOATOTOBUTD 3€Jbs1, JInHa-

7
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PUIO OTIIPABUJIM 32 YUCTOM COPOYKOM M MOCTEIbHBIM OeJIbeM, HO MMIIepaTopa MpH 3TO BCe ellle He
BBICTABUJIM U3 KOMHATHI. JIaJIHO OH Ha MEHs B XaJslaTe MoJypaclaxHyTOM HOII000BAICST — C YYETOM
TOTO, YTO M 51 M TKaHb B KPOBH, €Ba JIM ITO 3pEJIUIIE MOKXHO Ha3BaTh MpUATHEIM. Ho He xoTenoch
Ob1, uTOOBI Kcanap crain cBuaerenemM Moero nepeoneBanus. M neo He TONBKO U He CTOJIbKO B TPH-
JIMYMSX U CTeCHUTEbHOCTH. [IpOCcTO Moj XasatoM y MeHs MPSTaIOCh HECKOJIBKO IIPaMOB, KOTOPBIE
MOT'YT BBHIIJISIIETh BECbMa MOA03PUTEIBHO /151 ONBITHOrO BouHa. Korja s yke mouTtH penrmiach BHOBb
MO/IaTh MIPU3HAKY KU3HH, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTh UMIIEPATOPA YUTH, O TIPHIMYHUSIX BCTIOMHUIT JIEKAPb.

— Bamte BenuectBo, 51 ObI ONMPOCHIT Bac yaaimThes. Ham HeoOxoauMo oOpaboTaTh paHbl
Jenu.

— Ila, koneuno. [Ipocrute, s 3agymasics. [logoxy B TOCTUHOI.

Cama He 3HaI0, KaK c/iepkaa B3/10X oOseryenus. Ml Hayanach BecbhMa HENpUsITHAsI IPOLIeypa
oOpaboTku paH. A pe3ana s ot aym. [IycTe He omacHble AJ1s1 KU3HU, HO OHU JIOJKHBI ObUTH OBITH
JOCTaTOYHBIM OCHOBAHUEM JIIsI IIPOITYCKa KOHKypca. Tak uTo s, He kajes cedsl, MPOIUIACh MO OCKOJI-
KaM, TapaHTupys cede HeCroCOOHOCTh XOAUTb, U Jake Ha IIEeKy MOoCcTaBmia nopes. Tenepb Bce 3TH
PaHbI HECTEPIIMMO KIJIHCh, TAK YTO M300paxaTh 0OMOPOUHYIO 5 riepectaiia. O yem ObICTPO Moxkasena.

Bce Bpemst Moero jieueHusi MBI cTapuyok Kacrapuyc Hyamsin o TOM, Kak OIMPOMETYMBO S
TMIOCTYTINJIA, HE TOJIBKO 3a0BIB PO €r0 PEKOMEH/IAINH, HO M BOCTIOJIB30BABIIIKCH CTOJb OECIONE3HBIM
3eJIbeM BO BPEM peadUIMTALIMK OT MPEABIAYIIIX TPaBM. [IpHIIIOCh TPYCTHO CTOHATH M COTJIAIIATHCS
CO BCeMH ero JoBoaamu. K KoHILy JieueHus s 9yBcTBOBasIA ceds1 Oosee ycTaBIlei 1 OOIbHOM, YeM 10
ero Hauasa. 1 1o ere ObUT He KOHEIl. 3aKOHYMB ITPUBOIUTH MEHSI B MOPSOK U BHIIAB MHE 00€300711-
BAIOIIIETO, IIEJIMTENh 03Bl UMIIepaTopa 0OpaTHO. A Be/ib sl HaAEsIach, UTO 32 y HEro HalayTCs aesa
BaxkHee. Ho HeT, OH ocTasics, u 1axe 6osiee Toro, BHIIPOBOMI BCEX M3 KOMHATHI, BO3XKeEJIaB MOr0BO-
puth HaeauHe. [Toxoxke, GaHATLHBIM TIOKEIAHIEM CKOPEWIIIero BhI3JIOPOBJICHUS] He 00OMIETCS.

— Jlunapwusi, Kak Bbl cebs1 UyBCTByeTe? — C 3aMETHBIM OECIIOKOWCTBOM MOWMHTEPECOBAJICS
Kcanpp, npucaxuBasch Ha Kpail KpoBaTH PsIOM CO MHOM.

MHe Ha MTHOBEHHME Jjake COBECTHO cTano. OYeBUIHO, YTO MUMIIEpATOp MOCIeTHUE THA ObLT
CUJIbHO 3aHAT CHAaYajla pacciie/loBaHUEM HarlaJIeHus, IIOTOM JOTOBOPOM M CIIEITHOW OpraHu3aluen
KOHKYpCa, Ha KOTOPOM IJIAHUPOBAJI OOBSIBUTH MEHS IOOEANUTEIbHULICH. A 51 pa3Bainia UIeaTbHBII
riad. C Ipyroil CTOPOHBI, UTO €My CTOMJIO TTOCOBETOBATHCSI CO MHOM, MPEeXk/ie YeM pelarh, Kakou
KOHKYPC MCTIONB30BaTh Il HAMX 00MmuX 1ies1eii? CKOMbKUX MpoOIeM MOKHO ObUTO Obl M30€KaTh.

— Crnacu60 3a 6ecroKoICTBO, Ballle BemdyecTBo. Celiyac MHe yxke ropaszio Jiyulie, — c1ado
yIBIOHYJIACh 51. — Barln nemTenh — HACTOSANIVIA Ky/JIeCHHK.

— DBbit Ob1 UM, ecii Obl CMOT M3JIEYHTH BaC Cpasy, — IOMpayHen Myxk4uHa. — JIuHapus,
CKaxuTe MHe, 3aueM? BhI ke 3ApaBOMBICISIIAs JEBYIIKA, YTO 32 [JIYIOCTh B30pesia BaM B TOJIOBY
C 9TUM 3€eJibeM?

— IT0 He MIYNOCTh, 3TO Bonpoc craryca. CerogHs Bbl COOUPATMCh OOBSIBUTH MEHs Oyaymiei
umrneparpurei.  qomkHa OpUIa BEIIISIIETh COOTBETCTBEHHO MOMEHTY, YTOOBI BO3HUKJIO KaK MOKHO
MeHbITIe COMHEHHI B BallleM BBIOOpE.

— Kaxkoe mMHe 1e/10 10 YbMX-TO COMHEHUI, — CIOEpP)KUBasi pa3ipakeHre, 3asBUII UMIIEpPaTop.
— I'maBnOe, 4TO Yy MeHs ux HeT. [To MoeMy MHEHMIO, OUeBHIHO, YTO BbI Jyulmid BeiOop! U BbI 63
COMHUTEJIbHBIX 3T BBIIJIUTE MPEKPACHO. DTO OBUIO MPOCTO HU K YeMY.

— Bbl MHe JibCTHTE.

— JKeHIuHbI, — 3aKaTHI OH I71a3a. — Jlaxe JIyulnve U3 BaC MHOT/A MOABEP/KEHBI TIIYTOCTSIM.
OcobeHHO, eciu /1eJI0 KacaeTcsi BHEITHOCTH.

— 41 6b1 Bac monpocua, Baiie BeJIMYecTBO, — 000pBaJia €ro XOJIOAHBIM rojocoM. — 1 oHu-
Malo, YTO COpBaJia Balll IJIaH, HO MIPOSIBUTE yBaXkeHHe !

— Jla k xap6acam 310T 1uiad! Bel ocTpagay, BOT UTO IJIOX0. A KOHKYPC MOXKHO U TIEpEHECTH.

BoT TyT MHe AefCTBUTENBHO UyTh IUIOXO He cTano. YTo 3HauuT nepeHectu? OH uszeBaercs?
S1 He cornacHa MOBTOPHO Yepe3 3To npoxoauTh! Jla u He cpaboTaeT Takas TIIyrnocTh JBaXIbI!
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— Her, Her, He crout HUYero orMeHATh! CTOJNIBKO CHIT yXke BJIOXKEHO B MOAroToBKY. Kpome
TOro, OyJeT MOJO3PUTESIHO, €CIIM Bbl OTMEHUTE KOHKYPC M3-3a MeHs. Beap amns ApaGesuisl 3TOro
He nenam. Her, nmpoenute ero 6e3 MeHsl U 00bsIBUTE, UTO BCE JIEM MPOIIUIM MPOBEPKY. A Koraa s
BBI3JIOPOBEIO, YCTPOUM JIPYTO¥ KOHKYpC. S caMa moMory npuaymarhb ero.

UYrtoObl B 3TOT pa3 TOYHO HE MPOU3OIUIO HUKAKMX HAKJIAJ0K. Maso Jim 4to eMy eliie MpuzieT B
roJIoBy. XOTs s IJIOXO MPECTABIIAI0, KAKOH KOHKYPC MOKET OKa3aThCsl ISl MEHsI CTOJTb e Heyno0-
HBIM, HO... f1 1 npencraenenus 6orune JIioOBK He OxuAANA.

— Jlymaete, He IEPEHOCUTh? — C COMHEHMEM ITOCMOTpEJ Ha MeHs MykunHa. — Ha camom
7ene, XOTenoch Obl CKOpee 3aKOHYUTh, YTOOBI YK€ OTIPABUThH Jienu 1o foMaM. Ho nomyvaercs, 4to
MBI CHOBA BCE 3aTATHBAEM. . .

— IIpocturte, Baille BeIMYECTBO, — MOKASHHO OMYCTUJIA 51 TOJIOBY.

— Her, 310 BBI MeHsI ipocTHTe. BB IOCTpagasm, a MOM clioBa MpO3BYYasy, OyATO s1 Bac 0OBU-
Hs110. He moiimuTe HeMpaBUJIbHO, 51 TOHUMAIO, YTO 3TO HECUACTHBIN CITy4Yail ¥ Bbl XK€ He CIIeIMaIbHO
3TO cleNam.

Ceituac m1aBHOe — C/IEpPKAaThCsl U HE OTBECTH B3MUIs1a. Bee ke myraiomas MHTYULMS Y UMITe-
paropa.

— Ecnu BB HacTauBaete, YTOOBI KOHKYPC HE OTMEHSUIH. . .

1 3akuBaJIa roNOBOM.

— Torna, s BBIHYK/IeH BaC OCTaBUTh. HyKHO 3aKOHUMTH C TIPUTOTOBJICHUSIMU W COITPOBOHTH
JIeId K XpaMy, — C COKaJIeHHEeM 3aMeTHJT My’KUMHA, TOJIHUMAsICh C MOE KpOBaTH.

— KoneuHo, 51 Bce moHUMal, — n300paxast cadoCTh, yIbIOHYIACh 51 B OTBET.

— Ornpixaiite, JIunapus. 51 mocrapaioch HABECTUTD BaC BEYEPOM, MOCTIE KOHKYpCa, — MOMOp-
IIAJICS OH, SIBHO MpeObIBasi HE B BOCTOPTe, UTO MPUIETCS TPATUTh HA 3TO BpeMsi. A BUEepa y MEHS C
HACMEIIKOH CIpaIInuBaJl, MoYeMy MHe He HPaBUTCS y9acTBOBaTh B OTOOpeE.

— Cnacu60 3a 6ecroKoicTBO. Yaun BaMm.

Hanetoch, n3aeBka B MoeM rosioce Obljla HEOUeBUJHOM.

Kcanpap 6pocui Ha MeHsI HECUaCTHBIN B3IJISI ¥ TIOKUHYJT KOMHATY. W sl HAKOHell CMOTJIa BbIOX-
HyTb. Kakoe-To BpeMsl 3a IBEpbIO ellie TyMesn, TOTOM BCe CTUXJIO, MU B KOMHATY CKOJIb3HYJIa 3ape-
BaHHas JluHapus.

— Vum?

Ona KMBHYJa, U 51 TO3BOJIMIIA ceOe PaccaaOuThCsI.

— Kak Th1? — c HecuacTHBHIM BHJOM yTOYHWIA KPOHIPHUHIIECCA, aKKYPATHO NPUCTPANBASICh
Ha Kpail kpoBaTu. — O4eHb O0IBHO?

— Bce He Tak mioxo, — 3aBepuiia ee. — Tem Oosiee, 3TO BCero Ha AeHb, MAKCUMYM — JIBA.
[ToToM niekapp CMOXET MEHS UCLIETTUTh.

— ¢1 He mymana, 4To 3TO OyAET TaK CTPAIIHO, — MPOOOPMOTAI MPHUHIIECCA, OMYCTUB B3IJISI.
— Cronpko KpoBH. Thl yBepeHa. .. yToO CTOUJIO MPUOETaTh K CTOJIb CEPbE3HBIM METOAaM ?

— He yBepena. Ho B xpame MHe He CTOMJIO OSIBIIATHCS TOUHO. [la, O0OrMHS Moria He 3aMeTHTh
MeHsI B CBOMX BJIaJieHUsX, He 00patuTh BHUMaHMs. Ho ecnu Obl 3ametnna. .. He mpeacrasisiio, yem
3TO MOIJIO 3aKOHUHUTHCS.

O Benukoii 1mectepke IJI0X0 HE TOBOPST, HO BCE K€ BCEM XKUTENSIM I'PaHEd OUEBHIHO, UTO
6oru 00MaJaoT. .. CBOe0Opa3HBIMU XapakTepaMu. M perieHns ux mpeacka3aTh HEBO3MOKHO.

— KailyinHa... — Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMsijlach MPUHIIECCa. — A Kak BBIILIO, YTO Thl CMEHMJIA
nokposuTesnsi? Kak Tol Morna ObITh sxpurieid orunu JIioOBu, eciiu Tl ¢ TpaHu 6ora BoiiHbr?

51 B3MOXHY1a, HEe yBepeHHas1, UMeI0 JIM IIPaBO IPOMOJTYaTh, HO He 0c000 kenast AenuThes. Bee
e 9Ta IaBHSsI UCTOPUS IPUHLIECCH HUKAK He Kacaetcs... C Ipyroil CTOpOHBbI, 0Jroe BpeMs s Jep-
’aJa 3To B cede, HU ¢ KeM He jensich. [laxe Kaiipuny He pacckasbiBaia. OH 3HaJ, B UeM JeJI0, IOTOMY
YTO CIIaC MEHsI, HO Mbl HUKOT/Ia He TOBOPWJIM O TOM, KaK s OKa3aiach TaM. Bo3MoXHO, HacTa MOMEHT
TIOZIEIUTHCS STOM UCTOPUEN U OTIYCTUTD?
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— TMouemy Bac ynuBiser, uro st Oputa sxputieit Jlioosu? [1ycts cyapdaMu Moero Mupa mpaBuT
6or Boiinbl, a Banero — OoruHs JII0OBM, HO B HAIMX IEHTPAJIBHBIX XpaMax CTOSAT CTaTyd BCel
BoxectBeHHOM mectepku. HOTAA JIIoaM 00paianTes ¢ MPoch0aMu K APYyruM OoraM, B 3aBUCUMOCTH
ot cutyarmu. [IpocTo HafgekJpl Ha OTBET U MOMOIIb Ky/la MEHbIIIE.

— Hy...na, — 3amsnace npuniecca. — Ho...s He ciplmana, mpo OTAeNbHBI Xpam Oora
BoiiHbl B HalieM mupe. . .

— Bo3MoXHO, rie-To OH 1 eCTh, — MosKaJa 51 riedaMu. — Haim Mupbl orpaHiuaHbIe MEeX Ty
BJIJICHUSIMH JBYX OOTOB, MIO3TOMY BJIMSIHUE UyKOro Oora Ha HUX YyTh CHJIbHEE, YeM Ha IIeHTpaJlb-
Hble. Ho axe B 9TOM citydae, Xpambl Jpyrux OOroB MpeAroYUTaIOT CTPOUTh B CTOPOHE OT TOPOJIOB.
YToOH!. . .HEe MPUBJIEKATh JIMIITHETO BHUMAHUSI.

— Tak 6bLJ10 U ¢ TBOUM?

— Jla. MBI 1M B CTOPOHE, JIOBOJIBHO YEIMHEHO, B OJJHOM M3 0a31CcOB B IycThiHe. Ho, 310
MECTO HEMHOTO HEMPaBUJIBHO Ha3bIBATh XPaMOM. DTO ObUI PHIOT JJIS1 IEBOYEK, I7Ie TOTOBUIIN JKPUII
6orunu JIo6BH 1151 XpamoB BokecTBEHHO 1iecTepKi. 3aKOHYHMB 00y4YeHHe, Mbl JOIKHBI ObLTH OCBE-
maTh Opaky OOraThix TOpOKaH U apucTokparoB. Jaxe Ha rpaHu Heyctparmmmoro cuutaercst 0coObIM
IIMKOM, ecii Opak ocBeTuIa npuciyxnuna [pekpacueiimeid. Tak 4To HAC Y4 HE TOJIBKO pUTYa-
JlaM ¥ MOJIUTBaM, HO U JIaJIM BIIOJIHE XOPOIliee CBETCKOe 00pa3oBaHue.

Kotopoe, Buanmo, 1 cMoriia BO MHe pasriisijieTs Xammca Ypanus. KTo Osl MOT MpeCcTaBuTh,
YTO MEHsI BBJIACT HE 3HAHWE MOJIMTB, & YMEHHE JiepKaTh CIHMHY, MPABMILHO KJIAHSTHCS, TIOIABATh
PYKY | Jaxe mpocTo XonuTh. Eciu Obl He 3TO Bee, OKaKKUCh 51 ISHCTBUTEIEHO TIPOCTON HAeMHHUIIEH,
XaJumca He TIOCOBeToBasa Obl MEHsI Ha POJIb TIOMOIIIHUIIB TpUHIIECCH. M s1 OBl HE 0Ka3ajIoch 31eCh.
Jla, mpoIioe MprUHECIOo MHe POOJIeMbI He TOJIBKO B BUJI€ HEBO3MOKHOCTH MOCETUTD XpaMm [Ipekpac-
HewIel OOrvHM.

— Kak sxe Torza BHIIIUIO, YTO THI... — 3aMsUIach KPOHITPUHIIECCA.

— Cay4nnuch yenoBevecKast KaIHOCThb. ..M cIad0CTb, — MOMpavHesa 5.

BocnomuHanust 0 Xxpame 1 kpedecTBe He ObUTH IJIOXMMU — MHe TaM Hpasuiiochk. Ho To, kak
BCE 3aKOHUYMJIOCh. . .

— Korzaa MHe ObLI0 OKOJIO JIecsSITH BeceH, Ha XpaM Hanaiu BapBapsl. KoueBoe mjiemsi, TOIbKO
YTO MPOUTrpaBILee BOMHY 32 TEPPUTOPUIO, HAOPEJIO Ha IBETYIIHIA 0a3UC C HEOOIBIIUM MPAaMOPHBIM
JBOPLIOM U PEIIJIO MOKUBUTHCA. OHU OOMaHY/IMCh BUJOM XpaMa, HA/IESTUCh Pa3KUTHCS 30JI0TOM
WM ellle 4eM-To LeHHbIM. Ho 1o cyTu, Mbl ocTaBaiuch MpuioToM. JKIIM Ha TOKEPTBOBAHUS, UTO
riepechUlay OBbIBIIME YUYEHHIIbI, CTABIIKE XPHUIIAMHM B XpamMax. DTOro XBaTajo Ha ey, OfeKAy U
KOM(OPTHYIO XKU3Hb, HO HUKaKMX M3bICKOB Y Hac He Obuto. Korma BapBapbl MOHSUIM, YTO B Xpame
HUYEro HeT, OHU B3SUTU TO, €IMHCTBEHHOE, Yero UMEJIOCh B IOCTATKe, — MPAYHO MPOU3HECa 5.

[No6nenneBmas JInHapusi cMOTpesia Ha MEHsI C Y’KacoM B IJ1a3aX U HE PEIInIaCh CIIPOCUTb.

— Mens criacna ogHa U3 cTapiux yueHuil. TouHee, ckopee BCero, XoTelia CracTi, HO B UTOTe
yyTh He yomna. Korma Ha Xpam Hamamu, s Oblla BO BHyTpeHHeM cajay, cooupayia ¢ppykrel. EnBa
HavaJics Ieperosox, OJHa U3 AEBYLIEK OTTAllMIa MEHS K KOJIOAILlY, HaKa3ajla MOIvyaTh, IOKa 32 MHOW
HE MpUET KTO-TO U3 XKPHII, a TOCJIe 3aCTaBIIa MEHS Ty/a CIIPBITHY Th.

KpounpuHiiecca He yzep:kasa UCIyTraHHOTO B3/10Xa, HO TIOCTIENINIIA 3aXkaTh cede poT, 00sCh
npepBaTh MOU pacckas. 3ps 00s1ach, pa3 yx 5 B3s1aCh MOIETUTHCS, TO PACCKAKY BCE.

— OHa sIBHO MOHMMAaJIa, KaKasl y4acTb XJET AEBYIIEK, MOMABIIMXCS MO PYKY TOJIE pas-
THEBAHHBIX MYXYHMH. M TibITasach MOMOYb, Jake CIyCTWJIa BEJpO C BEPEBKOM, YTOOBI s CMOTIJIA
BeIOpaThcsa. OHa MPOCTO He MoayMasia, uTo 51 ObUIa JIMIIh MAJIEHbKOW JEBYOHKOU, HE AepiKaBIlei
B pyKax HUYEro TsKeslee KHUTU U METIbI, a BOJA B KOJIOAIE ObUia JielssHOW. fl rmpoBena Tam 4achl,
npex/e YeM noTepsijia HaJexk 1y 10K IaThCsl KOro-To.

Takue KormMapsl JoJIro My4dnsid MeHst. CTOMIIO 3aKPhITh IJ1a3a, U s1 CHOBA OKa3bIBAJIACh B Y3KOM
KaMeHHOM Kojiofiiie. Pyky v HOrv CBOAMIIO OT JIeAsTHOM BOJIBI, HO s, KaK MOIJIA, HETUISIACh 3a BHICTYI
Ha CTeHe, YTOObl He yTOHYTb. 1o 00K B 3aIpOKMHYTOM I1lee CMOTpeJIa HaBepX, Iie B KPYIJIOM OTBEp-
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CTUM BUJHEJICSI KycOUeK 3Be3HOro HeOa. Tyma, rae cIblaiich OTAaIeHHbIe )KeHCKUe KPUKY U T11aY.
Koraa MHe ka3asock, 4To IIyM CTHX, s1 OTKPbIBaJIa POT, TOTOBSICh 3aKpUYaTh U MO3BaTh HA TIOMOIIIb,
HO HEe M3[aBajia HY 3ByKa. BBUIO Tak CTpaIHO, 4TO, BMECTO OHOM W3 KPHIl, B KOJOJEI 3arsaHyT
T€ Yy/IOBUINA, YTO HAMAIMA. A TOC/E BBITAIIAT MEHs, B MUp, TIOJHBIA KPUKOB M OTYasiHbs. [loTomy
s MOJTUaJIa. . .

— Korza 51 noHsia, 4To HUKTO YK€ TOUYHO He TPHUJET, s BCe JKe TOMbITAIAch BHIOPAThCS cama.
Benp y mMeHst ObUT IyTh HaBepX, ObUla BepeBka. Ho s cimimkoM 1oro mpoOsia B JIEAsTHON BOJE U
Obl1a cimikoM cnadoit. Kak Obl HM cTapaiach, HO B MOMX pyKax He ObUIO JIOCTaTOYHO CHJI, YTOOBI
BBITAIIUTD ceOs1 HApyKy. 51 cTepia JagoHu B KPOBb O BEPEBKY, MPEXk/IE YeM MPU3HAJA, YTO BEIOPAThCS
HE CMOTY.

Jlunapust Mouasia, HO s BUJiesia B ee IJ1a3ax KajocTh U cie3bl. [loatomy mpearnowia oTBep-
HyTbcs1. JKaocTh MHE He Hy)XHa, 51 OoJblle He Ta cnabasi IeBOYKa, YTO He MOIJIa CIacT! HU IPYTHX,
HU ceOsl.

— Bce 10 Bpems s Monwiiack. Momiiach Toi, KOMy cOOMpasach CIyKUTh U Ha Ybl0 3aIUTY
paccuntsiBasia. Ho otBerta Tak u He nonyuwia. Hu otBera, Hu cnacenus... Camu HoHMMaeTe, 1ociie
TAKOTO OCTABAThCSI BEPHOM MPHCITYKHUIIEH OOTMHH BECbMa CJI0KHO, — KPUBO YCMEXHYJIACh 1.

— Kak...kax Tol BRIOpaach? — XpUIUIO CIPOCHJIA TIPUHIIECCA.

— Mens cnac Moy HactaBHUK — Kaiipus. OH 11aBa ruiibiu HAEMHUKOB, T/I€ 5 cefivac CIyxy.
OH Bo3Bpamiacs ¢ 3aJaHusi, HO YBUJIEB 3apeBO IMOXapa, Pellv MPOBEpUTh, YTO Tpousonuio. U
Haliesa TO, YTO OCTAIOCh OT Hamlero xpama. Kak oH cymen HailTu MeHsI B TOM KOJIOALE, M cama He
npezacTaBiio. MoxeT, pocTo XoTe 1 HadpaTh BOAB M MHE TIoBe3710. Ho OH 3aMeTH1 MeHs1, 3aMep3Iiyio,
elBa JeprKallyiocsl Ha BOJIE, U BHITALMII OTTYa. 3a0pasl ¢ coOO0 U Jasl HOBOE UMS.

— A 4r0 ciyumnock ¢ octanbHbIMU? KTO-TO eme Bbikui?

— BuyTpu xpama wet. Ho qymaio, Koro-To 13 aeByIiek KOUeBHIKH 3a0pajiv ¢ cOO0i B paObIHU.
BBIKWIT T KTO-TO M3 HUX, MHE HEU3BECTHO. ..

— 9T0...yXacHO.

— IT0 NpaB/a KU3HU, — MoXkaJa g [ieyamu. — Bam noBesno xkuth B MupHoe Bpems. Eciu
OBITh OTKPOBEHHOM, TaKWe CITy4au HepeJK! BO BpeMeHa BOCHHBIX KOH(IMKTOB. UynoBuina u Bap-
Bapbl JUIs1 OMHUX, MOTYT BIIOJIHE OKa3aThCsl I0OJECTHBIMU BOMHAMMU M 3AIIUTHUKAMU TSI JPYTUX.

3anyranHas JIuHapust HEpBHO CIJIOTHYJIA, & s1 HA MTHOBEHHE TOKaJlelia, YTO BBIBAIMIIA 3TO Ha
Hee. Ho...oHa Oyaymiasi mpaBUTeIbHUIIA CTPAHbL. XOPOIIO, ECJI OHA OCO3HAET LIeHY BOWHBI, 10 TOTO,
Kak eil B30pe/ieT B TOJIOBY €€ pa3Bs3aTh.

— Ecnu BoiiHa, 3TO Tak CTpaIrHo, OYeMy Thl pelInia MepeiTy Mo MOKPOBUTEIbCTBO Oora
Boiinbi?

— PasBe He oueBnaHO? [ToToMy uTO He XOTena ObITh cadoi. MHe ganu maHc BKUTh. Ho
s OKa3aJlach HACTOJILKO OECIIOMOIIIHOM, YTO Jja’ke He CMOIJIa MM BOCHoNIb30BaThest! He To uto 3ammu-
IIaThCSl WM JPAThCs], a IIPOCTO BBIOPATHCS U3 KAMEHHOTO MeIIKa He CMOIIa, — JJake ceilvac s 37-
Jach Ha ceOsl.

— Ho 751 Obl1a peGeHKOM. .. — pOOKO BO3pasuJia JAeBYIIKa.

— W 4ur0? OkazaBmuch B rWIbAUKM HAEMHHUKOB, s1 HACMOTpesach Ha pa3HbIX jereid. Hekoto-
pble OECITPU3OPHHUKH CIIOCOOHBI OBLIH TOJIBIMU PyKaMH U 3y0amMH pa3opBaTh MPOTUBHUKA, OOPSICH 32
KHU3Hb. A 51 OKazaslach N30AJIOBAHHOM U YXOKEHHON JIEBUOHKOM, 1 HUUETO HE CMOTJIA.

UYro roBoputh Mpo O60pbOy C Bparom, s HECKOJIBKO JIHEW 00posiach 3a KU3Hb C TSKEJIOH Mpo-
CTYIIOM, TIocJie 3aToueHus1 B kosofue. U Bce 1o Bpems Kaiipun 61 psigom. He yteman, He roBopu,
41O BCe OyJeT XOPOIIO, He YCIIOKauBaJl — IMPOCTO ObUT PSAOM. A TIOTOM yUHJI MEHsI 3aHOBO XOAUTh
1 pasroBapuBark. OH MOMOTaJ BO BCEM, HO...B OAHOM MHE OTKa3aJl.

— 4 BbKMIIA, pHIIUIA B ce0s1 U OCTasach B TMJIBAMU. A JeaTh TaM, KpoMe Kak HaOmoaaTh 3a
TPEHUPOBKaMH, 0000 Heuero. Huuero yaMBUTEIbHOTO, UTO 51 CTaJIa BOCXHUILATHCS M 3aBUI0BATH CHJIE
stux monei. Cpeau YYeHUKOB ObUTM ETH MJIaJIie MeHs, Oblin JeBouku. Koryma oHM majganv, oHd
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HE BBINJIAJICSTN C1a0bIMK, OHU O0posHch. $1 XoTena ObTh Takoi xke. Ho...korna monpocuna Kaiipuaa
B3SITh MEHsI B YUEHHUIIBI, OH OTKazask. Ckasaj, 4yTo 3TO He MO MyTh. MHe MpeJHavyepTaHo Apyroe, v
OH He JIJIsl TOTO CIHac MeHs1, YTOOBI 51 CHOBA MOJBEprajia XU3Hb OMACHOCTH.

— W uro Torga? — 3arauB ApixaHue yrouHuia JluHapus.

— Torpa s cOexana M HanpaBWiIach B ONMKalImil Xxpam 6ora BoiHBL. A TaMm B3MOJIWIACh U
MIONIPOCHJIA TIOKPOBUTENIHCTBA. {1 Ciibliana, Kak MaJbuMIIKK B TWIBIUM MepecKa3blBad OANKU JpyT
APYTY, YTO €CIIU MOY4UTh MOKPOBUTEILCTBO HeycTpammmoro, To cTaHels ofHUM U3 Jiydmmx. Ho
sl HE pacCUMTBIBAJIA CTATh JIy4llleH, a IPOCTO XOTesa CTaTh HaeMHUIeH. M 60r OTKJIMKHYJICS.

He 3Hato, kak Menkasi TpycivBasi sl He yraja B 0OMOPOK, KOrjia CTaTysl Ha MOCTaMeHTe BIPYT
BCIIBIXHYJIA aJIbIM TUIaMeHeM U oxwia. Beap OornHs JIoOBM HM pa3dy HE OTKJIMKAIACh HA HAIM
MOJIUTBBI, XOTh Mbl U CUUTAIUCH €€ XKpullaMu. Tem yauBUTENIbHEe, YTO UyKOi OOr CHU3OIIEN /10
HAWBHOH JETCKOW MPOChObL. Terneph-To 51 MOHMMAIO0, YTO BO3MOKHO JIeJI0 ObUIO B M3BEYHOM OOXKe-
CTBEHHOM conieparyectse. He uckimovaio, uro Heycrpanmmelil mpocTo nmocunTas 3a0aBHBIM CMaHUTD
HeJo-Kpuily cBoer [IpekpacHeiieit cynpyru.

— HeycTpammmebiii npeiokui CAENKY: s MOTy4Yaio MarndecKyio CHITy U ero TIOKPOBHUTEITBCTBO,
a B3aMeH BEPHO CITY)KY eMY M BBHITIOJHSIIO 3aJaHUSI.

— W T8I cornacunace?

— KoneuHo, cornacumnach, — ycMeXHYJach 5. — B TOT MOMEHT 3T0 ObLJIO BCeM, O YeM 51 MOIJIa
MeuTaTh.

W naxe nmpemyrnpexaeHue, YTo MHE IPUAETCsl yOMBaTh, MEHs COBEpILIEHHO He cMyTuiu. [1pu-
HSIB €r0 MOKPOBUTEJBCTBO, 51 3aMOy4ria CHIIy BETpa, MHTYHLMIO U JIONT, C HEU3BECTHBIM CPOKOM
orpabotku. Bripouem, 3a rofpl ciyskeHus1, HeycrpammMelil HE pa3y He OTAas MPUKa3a, 9To 3aCTaBUII
Obl MEHSI MEPECTYNMUTh COOCTBEHHbIE PUHIUIILL. [1okamyil, UMEHHO UCTOpHs C OTOOPOM OKa3aiach
CaMOM CIIOXKHOU 13 Beex mopydeHuil. U Bce xe... HECMOTps Ha OJ1aroqapHOCTh 32 TIOIAPEHHYI0 BO3-
MOXHOCTb U CIOCOOHOCTH, sl MeUTajia O TOM MOMEHTe, KOTI/ia JIOJIT Mepe/i MoK poBUTesieM OyAeT mora-
IIIeH, W 51 CMOTY JKUTh HE OMacasich, YTO B JIOOOW MOMEHT MEHS MPU30BYT U OTIIPABAT HEU3BECTHO
Ky/a.

— Kak Ha 370 oTpearrpoBaj TBOM HACTABHUK? — BEpHYJIa MEHsI B pealbHOCTh JInHapusi.

— Jlan moa3aThlIbHUK.

W ckazan, 9to £ elne moxaae 00 3TOM pelieH|H, HO, K COKAJICHUIO, C TIOCTIEICTBUSMU MHE
MIPUIETCS CTIPABJIATHCS caMoi. Bee, 4To OH MOXeT 11t MeHs clieflaTh — 3TO 00y4HUTb.

— Kaiipun B3s1 MeHs1 B yueHMIIbl. B uTore 51 crana HaeMHMLIEH U OKa3aslach 34€Ch, — CKOM-
KaHO 3aKOHYMJIA 51 PaccKa3 M 0doapsitolie yIslOHyIack rpyctHoi Jlunapuu. JKanets u rpycTuTh yxe
no3aHo. Ternepb MOXHO TOJIBKO IBUTaThCsl BIIEpE] U JIeNaTh BCE, YTO B HAIMX CHJIAX.

— KaiiimHa, MoxeTt ObITh TeOs TIOCIaN CI0Ia UMEHHO TIOTOMY, UTO Thl ObUIa skputiei JIlooBu?

— D10 6B ObI cTparHo. Camu TogymaiiTe, OyzeTe Bbl pajibl, €CJIU KO TBOPY SBUTCS TiepeOek-
ynk ? Takux 0OBIYHO Ka3HAT HA MeCTe.

— Bupyr 3710, Haobopor, momkHO Tebe momoun? Bee ke, IlpekpacHeiimasi OOrvHsS He
KECTOKA. ...

— 41 6b1 He ObLTa Tak yBepeHa. JIloOOBb OBIBACT M KECTOKA, U OOJIe3HEHHA, U JIaXKe CMepTebHA.
W naxe He mpenacTapisio, 4eM Obl 3TO MOIJIO NoMoub. $1 He 3ameTwiia, utoObl Kcanap momnarasncs Ha
O0XeCTBEHHYIO BOJO. VIHaue Obl OH BCIIOMHIUI TIPO Ofl0OpeHre OOrMHU Kyla paHbllle, a He Korjaa
MPUIILIOCH TIPUIYMBIBATH ITYCTON KOHKYPC 1 TI0Oeay 0e3 OCHOBaHHI, — MOMOPIIUIACH 1.

Ecnm Ob1 He Moe mporiiioe, ObuT Obl HErUIoXou Xo. Terneps ke mpuaeTcsi MPUIYyMbIBaTh KOH-
Kypc, rae s1 Obl cMoria BeiMrpars 0e3 nono3penuit. Tonbko kakor? He mpaky ke ¢ ApyrumMu HeBe-
CTaMHU YCTPaUBaTh.

— CJMIIIKOM 3TO CTPaHHO AJIs1 COBMaICHM I, — TOKavyaJia roJIoBOW MpHHIIECCa.

— V GoroB He ObIBa€T COBIMAJICHUM, TOJIBKO MPOAYMaHHbIE IJIaHbl. Y Ham, yBbI, OHM HeJO-
crynHbl. OcTaercs K1aTh, TIOKa BCe HE pa3pelIuTCs ¥ He CTaHEeT OUeBUIHBIM. [ TaBHOE, YTOOBI 3TO He
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OBLJIO CJTUITIKOM TTO3JHO, — B3/IOXHYJIa, MOKavaB rojiopoii. — JlagHo, He OyaeTr BaaBaThcs B O0xke-
CTBEHHBIE MPOOJIEMBbI, HAM CBOMX XBaTaeT.

— Kakux?

— Hanpumep, npuaymaTb KOHKYPC, B KOTOPOM 51 TOUHO CTaHy MOOEIUTEIbHULICH 1 TTPU 3TOM
HE BJISINIAIOCh B HETIPUSTHOCTH.

STUM MBI U 3aHIMAJIMCh JI0 TIO3[JHETO Beuepa, KOrja K HaM BIIPYT SIBHJIMCH TOCTH.

— Jlenu, K BaM €ro BeJIMYECTBO, — IMOCTYYABIIKCh, 3aIJIsIHY/IA B CHIAJIbHIO Panus.

— Jla, KOHEUHO, TIPUTTIACH €r0, — OBICTPO OIJISAAEB ceOs U TIOMPABUB ONESI0, YTOOBI BBITJISI-
€10 MpUINYHee, KMBHYIA 5.

K mMoemy yavBieHHIO, IMIIEPATOp, XOTh U BHITJISI/IEIN YCTABIIMM, TIPU 9TOM ObLIT YeM-TO BeChbMa
JOBOJIEH. YTO-TO XOpoliiee CIIyursIoch Ha MpoBepke y skpulibl? Vi OH MPOCTO yKe HOBBI KOHKYPC
npugymain’?

— Kak BbI ce0s1 uyBcTBYete, JIuHapusi? — yCTpOWJICS OH Ha YIIy KPOBAaTH U OKUHYJ MEHS
00€CIOKOEHHBIM B3IJISIIOM, CTOMJIO HACTOSIIIEHN MPUHIECCe TOKUHYTh KOMHATY.

— Cnacu6o, ropasno nyuie. Bee 6marogapst Bamemy Jiekapio. Kak npoiren KoHKypc?

— IllymHo u H6ecnionie3Ho. 3aTo s Hallles pellieHre Hallle TPOOIeMBl.

— [lpaBna? — yauBuiack 5 U cierka 3aHepBHuYaia. — [Ipruaymany HOBbII KOHKYpC?

— Jlyuirie, Terieph OH HaM Jlake He HyKeH. Bce permrcest ceroqHs, — J0BOJBHO 3asIBUT MY K-
YMHa, a 51 CWIbHee 3alaHuKOBaJIA.

— Heyxemn? Kakum xe o6pazom?

— Hawm crout no6naropaputs 6oruHio JIroOBH, Be/ib OHA peliniia ChIrpaTh HA MO CTOpOHE.

Y MeHs1 cep/iiie MOXOJOIeN0 OT STOrO 3asIBICHUS.

— Korpa xpwuiia y3Hana, 4To oiHa U3 HEBECT HE CMOIJIa Y4aCTBOBATh U3-32 TPABMBbI, TO caMma
BBIpa3WJIa jKeJlaHKe HABECTUTDb BaC U MEPEroBOPUTH HA MECTe.

— BbI x0THTE CKa3aTh... — XPUIUIO TPoOOpMOTaa 5.

— OHa OXu/IaeT B TOCTUHOM, — TOAHSJICS UMIIepaTop ¢ MecTa M CAeNal Iar K ABepH, MoJI-
TBEp:K/1asi MO XY/IIHE OMAaCeHHUs.

— IoroauTe, 51 HE TOTOBA K NMPHUEMY TOCTEH, — TOIBITANACH 51 OCTAHOBHUTH €TI0 U MIOYTH BCKO-
YKJIa ¢ KPOBATH, HO PaHbI 3aHBUIH.

— He nepexwunaiite, Jlunapus. Kpuua 6oruam JlioOBU He cBeTcKas Jieau, el 6e3pa3inydHo,
Kak Bbl BBIIIsIAUTE, — 3aBepui Kcanap, He ciymast MeHsl.

EcrectBeHHO, 51 He cMoryia ero octraHoBuTh. ClieiaB elne 1ar, oH pacrnaxHyi asepb. [lepBbiM
JeJIOM 5 YBUJIEJIa KPYIUIbIE, ITOJIHBIE TAHUKHU V1a3a JInHapun. A BOT cpasy 3a ee IUIEYOM. .. 5] HaTKHY-
Jlach Ha BHUMATEJIbHbIN, UyTh HACMEIIUTUBBINA B3IJIS/1 3€JIEHbIX I71a3 B pa3pe3e Oeslol ra3oBoi TKaHH,
YTO OKYTbhIBaJIa TOJIOBY HE3HAKOMKH, TpsTYa JIMIIO U BOJIOCHL. BBICOKas KEHIMHA B HEKHO-PO30BOM
JIeTSIIEeM TUIaThe, IarHyla B KOMHATy, ObICTPO MUHOBAB JEPHYBIIYIOCS 3aCTYNUTH eil myTh JInHa-
puUIo, M U300pa3uJIa JIErKUi MOKJIOH.

— J1oOpblit Beuep, Ballle BBICOUECTBO KpOHIpUHIIecca JInHapusi.

[Nouemy B ee ronoce MHE MOYYAMIIACH Ta K€ HACMEIIIKa, YTO BUEIaCh BO B3MIsie?

— IlpuBetcTBylo Bac, xpura [Ipekpacheiieil, — mpoOopMoTana s 1, CJIOKUB PyKH, U300pa-
3UJ1a MOJIOKEHHBIN MOKJIOH.

BoT TO/MBKO B OTBET Ha HEro, XpUIla TUXO XMBIKHYJA, a JIMHapust 1 BOBCe cIpsiTaia JIMIO B
JafoHu ot ot4yasiHbs. [la v cam Kcannp kak-to Haxmypuiics. [IpokIsiTbie ecku, s riae-To ommonacs?
JlagHo, rmaBHOE — HE MTAHUKOBATh U HE MOAaBaTh BUIY, YTO YTO-TO He TaK. Bapyr oboinercsa? [IBo-
pelr — Bce ke He Xpam, Ja ¥ KpHlla — He OOruHs. BO3MOXKHO BO MHE He TIOUYBCTBYIOT OBIBIIIYIO
nioorieynyio [IpekpacHeiieit. A ynsi0aThcs KPHIla MOTJIA U M3-3a IUIAHOB UMrieparopa. He kaskpiii
JeHb MPaBUTEIb IIPOCHT €€ COJITaTh, YTOOBI COUETATHCSI OPAKOM C TOM, KOTo BRIOpast cam. MIHTepecHo,
YTO OH el paccKazai, YToObl OHA COTJIACKIIACh Ha MOJOOHOE. . .
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— Ilporny npoineHwus, 9T0 He MOTY TIOITPUBETCTBOBATH BAC, KaK TMOJIaraeTcsi, — MpoodopMoTaa
1, OTYASIHHO HAJIEsICh, YTO BU3UT OIPAHUYMUTCS KPATKUM 3HAKOMCTBOM. OKPY’KalOIIMM 9TOTrO XBaTHUT.
Kpuna Obuta y MeHsI B KOMHaTe BMecTe ¢ mMriepatopom? Beuta, 3HaUMT, KOHKYpC cocTosiics. Ho
cama JXpUIia sIBHO ObLj1a IPyroro MHEHUsI.

— Hwuuero crpamnoro, — MArko 3aMeTuia KeHIIMHA U, 000U UMIIepaTopa, YCTPOMIach
PSIIOM CO MHOM Ha KpoBaTu. — £ Bcero Jmib r1ac Moei 0oruHu. MHe 3T0 He BaKHO.

— He npeymensbiaiite cBoit craryc, Mpkanus, — nokadan rojooit Kcanap. — Bbl r1aBHast
xputa [IpekpacHeiiiiei B Halllel UMIIEPUU.

Bor He xBatano MHe pagocteil B xku3Hu. [lomydaercs, ¢ 9Toi ieu OOruHs1, BIIOJTHE BO3MOKHO,
o01aercs 4acro.

— Ilepen GoruHelr Mbl BCe paBHBI, — OTMAaxHYJACh KCHIIWHA, C MHTEPECOM paccMaTpuBast
MeHs1. — J1Jis Hee HeT HU IIaBHBIX, HU BTOPOCTeTIeHHBIX. [IpocTO MeHs1 OHa HaXoAUT OoJiee TIOJIe3HOM
Y UHTEpecHOU cobecenHuiieil. JInHapusi, BB IO3BOJINTE? — HEOXHUIAHHO CMEHHB TeMY, TIPOTSHYJIa
KPHILIA KO MHE Y3KYI0 OEJIOCHEXHYIO JIa/IOHb.

— Yro?

— Ilo3BonbTE Bay pyky.

Her, Her, HeT.

— Ipocture, oHM 3a0MHTOBAHBI, — TIOMBITATIACH OTKA3AThCA 1.

He 3ps g n nanonn nouapanasa.

— Hwuyero crpamsoro, 310 He BaXHO.

CormporuBisiTecst Obl10 Oecrionie3no. He BeTymarh ke B Apaky cO XKpHILIEH Ha I71a3ax y vuMIle-
paropa. Moe noBe/icHHe ¥ TaK BBINJISIIUT CTpaHHO. OCcTaeTcs MOKOPUTHCS U HAJESThCs, YTO OOTUHIO
HE BOJIHYIOT TaKH€ MEJIOYH, KaK MOJUTUYECKHe UTPbl UMIepaTopa. XOTs, O 4eM 3TO f... Moero-to
6ora OHM MOYEMY-TO BOJIHYIOT.

Cnenas rimyOOKHIA BIIOX, 51 BCE e BJIOXUIIA CBOIO 3A0MHTOBAHHYIO JIAZIOHD B ITPOXJIATHYIO PYKY
Kpulbl. W...HUYEro He MpoOU30IILIO.

— He nepexuBaiite Tak, — C yJIBIOKOH B TOJI0Ce 3as1BUJIA KPUIIA U JIETKO MOTJIaAnIa MEHs 10
pyke. — MBI IPOCTO MIOTOBOPUM.

— ¢1 u He mepexuBaI, — 3aBepuiia Oe3 YBEpeHHOCTH B cee.

— Bamre BenmuecTBo, 310 OyneT KOH(pUAEHIMATBHBI pa3roBop, — OOepHYyJach KpUlla K
HACTOpOXUBLIEMYcsl umneparopy. — OcTaBbTe HaC HaeJUHE.

— Jla, KOHEUYHO, — KUBHYJI OH, HE CBOJISI C MEHS 33 [yMUMBOr0 B3IJIsAA.

Ckopee Bcero moTomy, 4to BO B3IJIsiAe y MeHsl OyKBaJbHO YMTANACh MPOChOa, HE OCTaBISAThH
Hae/iMHe ¢ 9Toi xeHmHou. [IpaBaa, s-To MbICieHHO ymosisuia JIMHapuio, HO Ta HUYEro He Morja
nofenars. MimnepaTtop BbIIIeN caM U MPUHIECCY YBEI, OCTABUB MEHSsI C MyTaloIIEeH KPpULIEH.

S1 mbITanack MBICJICHHO MOJATOTOBUTHCS K TsKEIBIM BorpocaM. Ho Bee ke He okuiana, KaKuMu
OHU OKAXYTCH. ..

— Jlenu, ckaxuTe, BH JTIOOUTE UMIieparopa?

— Yro?

S nymana, oHa 3asIBUT O MOEM IpeJaTesIbCTBE WJIM HAUHEeT MeHs llaHTaxuposatsk. Ho uyBcTBa
K umriepatopy? Kakoe 3To nmeer 3HaueHue?

— OH czenan BaM MpeAJIoKEeHUe, U Bbl COOMpaeTech CoracuThes. Bol modure ero? — mpo-
JOJIKWIIA AONIBITHIBATHCS JKPUIIA, HE OTITYCKasi MO PyKH.

— Hy... 9 Benp cormacunach, — BbIIaBUIIA s U3 ceOs YIBIOKY.

— [lpaBny, neau, — ronoc KeHIMHbBI CTaJl CTPOXKE.

— Bo3MoxkHO, 4 ele He CIMIIKOM XOPOLIO €ro 3Hal0, HO 51 He UCKJII0Yal. . .

— Jlequ!
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— Her, — npunutocs npusHath MHe. Bee ke kpuiia, BO3MOXKHO, €l BUJHA MPaBAa O TAKUX
yyBcTBax. la M He CcKazaTbh, UTO TaKOE YK CTpairHoe Mpu3Hanue. Mimmepatopy s 00 TOM 4eCTHO
3asBIIsUIA.

— A 4TO BB YyBCTBYETE MO OTHOILIECHUIO K HEMY?

371ech NpUILIOCh TOAYMAaTb.

— YBaxeHue. B HEKOTOPOM poie, BOCXUILEHHE. . .

B tom umcrnie um, kak BonHOM. Bce ke, rpex/ie BCero oH JA0/KeH ObITh TIOTMTUKOM, HO HABBIKH
y Hero Ha ypoBHe JIy4IlInX HaeMHHUKOB. [1o03peBalo, 4To Kak MMIepaTop OH TOKE JOCTATOYHO XOPOII
— He TpocTo Tak JIMHapust onacaeTcsi CMEHbI TPABUTEIIS.

— Ckaxwre, Bbl COITIACHIIMCh HA 3TOT Opak M3 UCKPEHHUX LieJiel U 1o CBOel Bojie? — Tpo-
JoJpKaJia JOMpOC Kpulia, Bce Oosiee 3amyThiBast MEHs.

— Yro? Kakoe 310 nmeeT 3HaYeHue?

— Ecnum Bac 3aCTaBisIoT, 1 MOTY TIOMOYb BaM OTKa3aThCsl.

M kak-TO Tak BHYHIMTEIBHO OHA 3TO MPOTOBOPWIIA, YTO 51 rOTOBAa ObUIA €l MOBEpHUTh. BOT
TOJIBKO. ..

— He Bo3bMYCh CyauTh, HACKOJIBKO UCKPEHHHU MOU EJIH, — MEJJIEHHO U TIIATEJILHO MoA0upast
CJIOBa, OTBETUJIA 51, — HO 51 COIJIACKJIACh TI0 COOCTBEHHOM BoJie. W IefCTBUTEIBHO X0Uy TOMOYb.

[oxanyit, 3to mpasaa. [1ycTs, ¢ TOUKM 3peHNs] OXpaHHHKA, TTOJIOKEHHE XyKe HEKyIa U, 3PaBoO
OLICHMBAs1, BOOOIIE HE CTOMUJIO COTJIaIaThes Ha Bce 3To. Ho s xotena momous Kcanapy.

— Torpma s Mory JIMIIIb TIOKAJETh BaM YCIIEXOB M yIauM, — 3asiBUJIA XKPHIA, HEOKUIAHHO
OTITyCTUB MeHsl. — 3HaiiTe, 4To OOTMHs Ha Ballleil CTOPOHE.

N 310 Bce? Hukakux pasoOnayenuit u ooBuHeHu# ? Heyxenu, s1 Haymasa ceOe JIMIITHEro, ora-
casch MoKa3aThes B xpame Oorvau? Ecimu tak momymath, T0 Bee BepHO. KTo 51 Takas, uroOs [pe-
KpacHeiIasi IOMHHUJIa O MOEM CYIIIECTBOBAHHH U Aepxkaia ooupl. S Beapb naxe He OblIa KpUIIeH, a
JIMIIb YYEHUILIEH, J1a €lIe U Ha YyKoW I'paHu. Bo3MOKHO, MOEro MosiBJIEHUs MpaB/ia He 3aMETHIIN. A
HAMEKH OT )KPHILIBl MHE OYYUIIHMCh, TIOTOMY YTO COBECTb HecriokorHa. [Toxoxke, OHa MpocTo pemnmia
PaccrpoCuTh MEHs1, YTOObI YOSOUThCS, UTO 51 HE MBITAl0Ch OOMAaHOM CTaTh uMmneparpurei. 1 doxe-
CTBEHHBIE MTPOSIBJICHUS 3[1eCh He T YeM. [lake He 3Halo, CIIOKOWHEE OT STOTO CTAJI0 UM HA00OPOT.

W kaxercsi, HeJOyMeHHE MHE OT JKPHUIIbI CKPHITh HE YAAJIOCh.

— BBl XOTUTE YTO-TO CIPOCHUTH? — YTOUHMJIA OHA.

— Her, uT0 BbI, — MOCHEIMMIIA 51 OTKA3aThCsl, A KEHIIMHA JIUIIb PACCMESIACh.

— CrpanHo.

— Tlouemy?

— OOBIYHO Bce Jier, KOTOPOM JOBEJIOCh BCTPETUTHCS CO MHOM, 00SI3aTeIbHO CIIPAIIUBAIOT,
BCTPETSAT JI OHU CBOIO JIIOOOBb U KaK CKOPO.

— U paxe kKaHIUIATKH € 0TOOpa? — YCOMHHJIIACH 1.

— Ocob6eHHO OHH.

A Benp mpeqaronaraeTcs, 9To UX BCeX MHTEpecyeT TOJIbKO umIieparop. MM Bce cripammBany,
KaK CKOpO BBIMJIYT OHM 3aMyXk 3a Hero? CoMHeBaloCh.

— Tak uto? He XoTHTE 1 BBI Y3HATh? — HE CKPBIBAs JIyKABCTBA, CIIPOCHJIA XKPHILIA, TOAHUMASICh
C Kpail KpoBaTH.

— Her, — orBeTtnna 6e3 pa3mymuii.

— Tlouemy xe?

— He aymaio, uTo 11000Bb — 3TO MPO MEHSI, — HEOXHUJIAHHO ISl ce0s1 YeCTHO OTBETHIIA 5.
— Jla v He X04y 3HaTh TOUHO. Bypyr OTBET MHE He MOHpaBUTCs?

— A Bapyr nonpasurcsi? Tem Gornee, Bbl MOXKETE HE IEPEKUBATh. Y Bac BCE CJIOKHUTCS XOPOIIIO.

Bor cnacu6o 3a HeHyx)HOe Tipejickazanue. M kak BocnipuHuMarh ee cioa? He yBepeHa, 4to
Halle MOHMMaHUE «XOPOILIO» COBIA/IAET.
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— Yro %e, Ha 3TOM s BaC OCTABJII0, — OCTAHOBUJIACH KPUIIAa y caMoii 1Bepu. — Haneoch, 4to
BCe 33/lyMaHHOE BaMH MPOKJIET Kak MoyiokeHo. [Tockopee BbI3IOpaBIUBAATE.

S1 mpakTHYECKU BBIIOXHYJIA C 00JIerYeHueM, MOpaJI0BaBIIUCh, UYTO BCe 00OILIOCh. [Tocremmna.
Pyka sxpuiipl 3amepria Haji py9KOH JBEpU M BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI OTKPHITh €€, OHa BAPYT pe3Ko odep-
HYJIaCh.

— TpekpacHeiimas mpocuia nepeaarh, 4to coxaseeT o nmpousorreanieM. OHa IpaBa cienaia
BCE, UTO MOIJIa, B TOW CUTYallUH.

BbI0oX 3acTpsit B Ipy[iy, U PyKM MTHOBEHHO 3ajieIeHEITH.

— Yro?

— He pepxwurte Ha Hee 371a, Kak OHA He JEPKUT €ro Ha Bac, — MPOrOBOPWIIA KPHIIA U, HE
JOXHUIasICh MOETO OTBETA, BBIIILIA, OCTABUB MEHSI OIIAPAIICHHYIO OJTHY.

Mens Bce-taku y3Haym? Ho...kak Obl CKa3aTh. .. MHJIOCTUBO MTPOCTUIM M TIO3BOJIJIM JIEJIaTh,
KaK B3lymMaeTcs, U Jajibliie 0OMaHbIBaTh UMIIEpaTopa? YMy HEMOCTHKUMO. . .

Yro 3HAaUUT — OHa COoXaJleeT U cenaja Bce, uro cMmoria? Passe ona dro-to coenana? Ecin
OBl 3TO OBLTIO TaK, pa3Be OCTANACh Obl 51 €MHCTBEHHOW BBUKUBINEH? f MOHMMAI0, 4TO 3TO ObLIA HE
ee rpaHb W BJIACTH y Hee TaM MeHbille. Ho Bce ke... Ha TO OHM U OOrH, YTOOBI OKHIATh OT HUX
HEBO3MOXXHOTO.

Mowu pa3mbiliuieHus npepBaia oneqHas JInHapus, MPOCKOb3HYBIAst B KOMHATY.

— Kak? — menorom cripocuiia oHa, OpOCUBIIIHCH KO MHE.

— Bce... B nopsake. A uro xpuua?

— C ummnepartopoM pasroBapuBaeT. Tak 4to, oHa TeOs1 He y3Hasta? Mbl 3pst onacaiuch?

— V3Hana, — MpauHo npusHasack 1. — Ho... BbIIaBaTh HAC, KaxkeTcs, He IaHupyoT. [Jaxe,
B HEKOTOPOM pofie, OHOOPHITN HAIII TIIaH.

— Tak 310 Xe MpeKpacHO, — PACIUIBUIACH B YJbIOKe TpuHIlecca. — ['OBopwia ke, 9To He
MPOCTO TaK UMEHHO TeOs1 OTIpaBuUiM ciofa. S Obula npaBa, OOTUHS BCe ke OaroBoiuT Tede.

— $1 6bI He paIoBAJIOCh 3TOMY, — CKPUBUJIACH 51 B OTBET.

— Tlouemy?

— Benp 9T0 3HAUUT, YTO B TPOUCXOMAIIEM 3aMHTEPECOBAHBI CPa3y JIBOe OOrOB. A HIUETO XOpO-
II1er0 OT UX 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH HE K IH.

He roBops yxe o0 ToM, 4TO psiIoM HaBEepHsSKA MPOMBIIUISIET UX KoBapHas cectpuia Cympoa.
N3BecTHO, yem OoJibitie OOroB, TeM OOJbIIe HEMTPUSITHOCTEH KIH.

— Jymaro, 4To BCce Ha0OOpOT, — 3asiBWJIa KpoHMIpUHIlecca. — Pa3 y Hac ecTh moagepikka
cpa3y AByX OOroB, 3HAYWT, JIeJIO HAIlle He TaK Oe3HA/IEeXKHO.

Mse Obl ee YBEpEeHHOCTb M TIO3UTHUBHOE MbliiuieHre. Eciii Obl Bce ObLIo HeOe3HaaeKHO, OOTH
Obl BOBCE BMEIIMBAThCSI HE CTAJIH.

[oropesath Hajg Hamiel cynp00i MHe He an BepHyBiwmiicsa Kcannp. JInnapus, 3aBuieB ero,
HE CTajla JOXUAAThCs MPUKa3a, a MOCTeNnia caMa UCYe3HyTh W3 KoMHathl. [IpaBia, npexie yem
YIUTH, 00ECIIOKOEHHO B3IJISTHYJIA Ha MYKUMHY — OIacaiach, U4TO JKpHIla Hac Bee ke Bhigana? Ecmu u
TaK, TO UMIIEPATOp — MPEeKPaACHBIN akTep. BeIrisien oH pacciabieHHbIM 1 1aXke IOBOJLHBIM.

— Tlozapasnsio Bac, JInHapusi, BH CTaJIU OOCAUTEILHULICH KOHKYypca U 0TOOpa, — C YIIbIO-
KOU 3aMeTHJI, IIPUCAXKUBASCH PSIIOM. B3sB MeHs 32 PyKy, OH KOCHYJICS JIETKHMM TIOLIeTyeM TepeOuH-
TOBAHHOW JIQJIOHHU.

— Brnaronapro Bac. XoTs He QymMai, YTO B 9TOM €CTh MOSI 3aC/Iyra, — XMBIKHYJIA, TTOCIICIITHO
0TOOpaB y Hero JIaJioHb. YTO 3a JieHb TAKOH, BCE XBATAIOT U XBATAIOT MEHS 3a PYKH.

— 41 6w1 Tak He cka3ai. VIpkaHus cka3aia, 4To s cAesIasl JIydIlinid BHIOOp U3 BO3MOXKHBIX. Bripo-
geM, 00 9TOM s U caM 3HaJl.

A g aIIb B pa3/ipaskeHuH 3aKaTria 1ia3a. ToNbKo He TOBOPHUTE, UYTO OOTHHS PelTuia IPUCTPO-
UTb MEHs B pykH ummneparopa? Criacu6o, Ho oOoiiemMcst 6e3 TaKOi MUJIOCTH.
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— Hymarto, OHa UMeJia B BULY, YTO €Ba JIM KTO-TO IPYTOH JIyYIlie CIPABUTCS C POJIbIO HAXKUBKH,
— TIOCTIENIIUJIA 5 OXJIAIUTD €r0 SHTY3HA3M.

— Kro 3naer... {1 xoten Bac npegynpenuts. Pa3 Mbl Bce penmim ¢ KOHKYpcoM, TO He Oyiem
OTKJIaAbIBaTh 3aBepIlieHre 0TOOpa. 3aBTpa BEUEpOM IMPOBEJEM IpHUeM, Tie 5 OOBSBII0 BaCc CBOEH
HeBecTol. Bl He mpoTuB?

XOTb B 3TOT pa3 CIpOCuII, U TO crachoo.

— Bp#I yBepeHsl, uTo cTouT criemnTh? Hackonbko s MoHsIa cioBa JieKapsi, K 3aBTpalIHEMY
Beuepy 9 @EKT 3e1bs ellle He IPOHIET.

MeHs noBs3KW He cmiikoM cMyinann. Ho s Bce ke n3o0pakai KpOHIIPUHIIECCY, CTOUIIO Obl
BBIIJISIIECTH JIOCTOMHO. He roBopsi y:ke 0 TOM, Kakoi Mepernosiox MOTHUMETCs, ecu 10 Bapnenun
JOUIYT CITyXH, B KAKOM BHUJIE UX MTPUHIIECCA IPUHUMAIA TTO3PaBICHUS

— He OGecrniokoitech. Mpkanus cka3ana, 4To cHsuia ekt 3embsa. S mocnan 3a jgekapem.
3aBTpa Bbl CMOXKeTe CITIOKOWHO TOTOBUTHLCS K IprueMy. Ho rporiry Bac B 3TOT pa3 u3derarb HeOOBIYHBIX
cpencTB. YBepsiio Bac, Bbl TPeKpacHbl U 6e3 3Toro, — 3aBepuit Kcanmp.

Ho s enBa nm oOpaTuiia BHUMaHKME Ha €ro CJIoBa, oulapaiieHHas tem ¢aktom, uto [Ipekpac-
HEeWII1as He ToKajiesia CHJI, YTOOBI IPUBECTH MEHS B IOPSIIOK. Takol MHTEpEeC CO CTOPOHBI IBYyX OOTOB
HAYMHAET MyraTh.

— bularonapio Bac.

— V Bac ectb noaxonAuwmii Hapaa? Vinu npucnath K BaM NOPTHBIX ?

— Yto-HuOyap Haijercsi, — OTMaxHYyJach 51, HE COMHEBAsCh, YTO MPUHIIECCA 3arOTOBMIIA
Haps/ibl Ha BCE CITyYan KU3HU. XOTsI. .. HA TIOMOJIBKY OHA HE pacCUMThIBAJIa, TOTOBSICh K 9TOU MOE3/IKE.

— Xoporo. .. He 6yay Bac 60JibIlie My4UTh, — OTMETHIJI MY KYMHA MO OTCYTCTBYIOITUN BU/IL.
— Ornpixaiite, JIuHapus. YBuauMmcs 3aBTpa Ha IIpUeMe.

S e 6e3MyMHO MokuBaia emy Beieq. [IpooneMsl oduipaibHON TOMOJIBKA MEHSI BOJHO-
BaJIM KyJia MEHbIIIe, YeM OOKeCTBEHHbIE 3arOBOPHI.
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I'naBa 2. CouyBCcTBYIO Bale 1mooe/e

Ecnm nHem paHee HEOOXOOMMOCTD BBIIVISIETH IOCTOMHO TIOJIOKEHUsT Oy/IyIlieil MMIIepaTpHIbl
ObL1a POCTO OIPaBAAHKUEM, TO Ternepb JIMHapus permia BOCIPUHATH 3TO Beepbe3. I1ycTh 00bsBIIe-
HUE TIOMOJIBKHU JIOJKHO OBIJIO COCTOATHCS TOJBKO BEYEPOM, TOTOBUTh MEHS OHA PEIlnIa C CaMoro
yTpa.

[MpuHnecca pa3dyauia MeHsl, KyJa paHblllie, Y4eM MHE XOTelOCh, M TOYTH Cpa3y NepeTamimia
B KOMHATy BeCh MMEIOLIMICS rapaepod. A IOTOM 3acTaBHIa MEHsI BCe TIEpeMepUTh, B IIOMCKAX He-
aJIHOTO Hapsja.

— 370 (PUKTUBHAA NTIOMOJIBKA, — C JIETKUM pa3/Ipa)KeHUEM HAIIOMHWIIA I, MEHSASA yXKe IATOe
riatbe. — U coBceM HelaBHO BbI BOOOIIE 3asIBJISUIM, YTO HET HUKAKON HEOOXOAMMOCTH TBITAThCS
NO/LIEPKMBATh CTATYC Ballled CTPaHbI.

— D710 OBUIO A0 TOTO, KaK MBI CTAJIM IJIABHBIM JIMLIOM MPOUCXOJAIIEro, — XMYypO BO3pasuiia
Jlunapus, BeIOMpast Me:xay JByMs HapsJaMu B pykax. — Terneps ke, Kak Thl U caMa CKazaja UMIle-
paTopy, Mbl JOJKHBI JOKa3aTh, YTO TeOs1 BHIOPAIM HE MPOCTO TaK.

— A Kcangp ckasaj, 4yTo HaM He Hy’KHO HUYEero JOKa3blBaTh, — BbUIE3JIA 51 U3 TEMHO-CUHETO
IIaThsl, a yclyxiuBas PaHus yxe jaepxana nepeno MHoi OoppoBoe. Kaxkercs, s HemooleHWIa,
HACKOJIBKO OOJIBIIION rapaepod KpOHIPHHIIECca ycriena MOArOTOBUTH Niepest 0The3n0M. Kaxercs, kak
pa3 K Beuepy # Bce U nepemepsiio. Heysxkenu tak BaxHo, BO To 51 Oyay oznera? Hu Moe nmiio, Hy 1osio-
’KEHUE 3TO BCE PAaBHO HE U3MEHMT.

— Wmneparopy, fa, HUYEro J0Ka3blBaTh HE HYXkHO. He coMHeBaloch, YTO psAIOM C HUM Aaxe
LIENIOTOM HUKTO HE IIOCMEET CKa3arh JuinHero. Ho cityxu Bce paBHO ononsyT. 3aTteM yuayT B HApoZ,
a rocine 1 10 Bapnennn nokarsarcs. Y BOT TaM HUKTO He JOJKEH PEINTh, YTO 51 OblIa HEIOCTOMHA.
YuuthiBast, 4TO MOMONBKA OyAET PacTOPrHyTa, — MOMOPIIIIACH IPUHIIECCA, OTOpachBasi Ha TOJ
odepe/iHOe IIMKApPHOE TUIaThe U BBIOMpasi u3 Kyuu japyroe. — Kak HUM KpyTH, a 910 OyaeT yaap 1o
MoeMy cTatycy. Jla, y Hac OCTaHyTCsl HaJla)KeHHbIE TOPTOBbIE M AUTUIOMATUYECKHUE CBSI3U ¢ APBUHOIA.
Ho Bce xe ymep0 Oyner HaHeceH.

— 310 He onacHO? — yTOYHMJIA 51 OCTOPOKHO. — Bainr oter; BooO11ie 3HaeT, YTo Mbl coOupa-
emcs npoBepHyTh? Kak oH Kk 3TOMy OTHEeceTrcs?

Moii 3aka3uuK, KOHEYHO, JInHapus, a He ee oTell, HO.... Ecii oHa zieiicTByeT Ge3 ero j103Bo-
JIeHUsI ¥ TOT SIBUTCSI Ha OTOOp...Bhliiner kpaiiHe HeynoOHast cutyarms. Eciu He ckas3aTh omacHast
1J151 Hac.

— [Ha, s emy coobmma. Bonee Toro, s yke nepeciaia JOroBop O COTPYAHHYECTBE, TAK UTO
OH FOTOBUTCS BCTPEYaTh BOEHHYIO IOMOIIb OT APBHHBI. A HACYET ero OTHOLIeHUs . .. KoHeuHo, oTia
10 He panyeT. Ho s cMora ero yoeauTh, 4To, €ClM Mbl Pajiv OJIarononyyusi CTpaHbl ObUTH TOTOBBI
MOCTYIIMTBLCS C KU3HBIO HE3HAKOMOI'O YEJIOBEKA, TO MOKEM HEMHOI'O IIOYMEPUTD U ropaocts. Cityxu
TMOIIYMAT U NMPOIYT, a IOrOBOpP U pa3paboTaHHble MarMueckre pyIHUKHU ocTaHyTcs. M uMeHHo 310
clieJIaeT Hallly CTpaHy CUJIbHEe, — CO BCEW CEepbe3HOCTBIO 3asiBUJIa KPOHIIPUHILIECCA, Jake NIepecTaB
pa30OuparbCs ¢ HapsJaMu.

Hapo ke, Kak ee, OKa3bIBaeTCs, 3a/1eJI1 MOM CJIOBA, CKa3aHHBIE B 3al1ajie 3710CTH Ha HEOKH JaH-
HYI0 MozicTaBy ¢ otroopoM. He nymana, 4ro oHa nmpasjia BoclpHuHsIa UX Bcepbe3. CTpaHHO, s 3Haja
IIPUHIIECCY BCErO Mapy HeJlelb, HO IoYeMy ceiiuac MHe MoKa3allack, YTO 3a 3TO BPeMs OHa 3aMETHO
BeIpocia. He B hu3nyeckom IjiaHe, KOHEUHO.

— B o0rmem, ¢ nocieacTBUSAME MblI pa3depeMcs caMu, 3TO OyAyT yKe He TBOU IPOOIeMbl, —
BEpPHYJIaCh K BHIOOPY ILJIaThs IeByLIKa. — TBOE /1eJ10 CEroHsI BHITJISAETD JIyUIllie BCEX U yTEPETh STUM
3a3HailKaM HOCBI.
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— CoMHEeBaloCh, YTO 3TO BO3MOKHO, — 3aMeTHIIa 1, 0e3 0co00ro SHTy3ua3Ma paccMaTpuBast
COOCTBEHHOE OTpakeHHe, OOJaueHHOe B OJICTHO-30JI0TUCTOE TUIAThe C OTKPHITOW CITUHOW. — TO
TOYHO HET, — J100aBuJIa, npesk/e yem JInHapus BbICKa3anach.

— Tlouemy? MHe kaxeTtcsi, OUe€Hb TOCTOMHO. ..

He craB pactpaumBarbcsi Ha CJIOBa, s MOBEPHYJIACh CIIMHOW M TiepeOpocuiia Briepesi BOJIOCH,
OTKpbIBasi €11 BU/I.

— Oii!

Bort Tebe 1 oii. Y MeHsI 1oj1 IONaTKOM npsiTajics 3aMeTHBIH 1mpaM. [1ogapok ot rnepBoi BCTpeun
C MeCYaHbIM CKOPIIMOHOM. BTOpoOii Mojapok MeHee 3aMeTeH — YJIy4YlIeHHBII IMMYHUTET K SaM
HACEKOMBIX, TOCIIe TOr0 Kak s CMOIJIa MePekUTh JTUXOpaaKy ero ykyca. Ho s B moOom ciaydae He
AyMalo, 9TO apUCTOKPATHSI OLIEHUT MOJOOHYIO KpacoTy.

— IInaTest ¢ OTKPHITON CITMHOW MCKJIOYAIOTCS, — 3a[yMYMBO 3aKJII0UYMIIA IPUHIIECCA.

— U c oTKpBITHIME TIpeAriedbssMA TOXe, — aodaBmia . CIycTHB pyKaB, MoKa3ajia e/iBa
3aMETHYIO POCCHITb CJIEZIOB OT OKOTOB.

— DTO0 MYCTSKHU, FOCTIOKA, — OTMaxHyJach Panus nmpexne, yem Jlunapus ycrena 4yto-To cKa-
3aTh. — DTO MOXHO CIPATATh C MTOMOIIIBIO MEPLAIOIIEH MyIpbl, HUKTO HE 3aMETHT.

— Kak ckaxere. Moe neso npeaynpenuts. B mpotrBHOM ciydae camu Oyaere MpuayMbIBaTh,
OTKYJa y TIPUHIIECCHI CTOJIBKO IIIPAMOB.

— A 4TO NpUAyMBIBaTh, — 0€33200THO OTMaxHyJach JIunapus. — Mimnieparop yxe yoenuics
B TBOMX OOEBBIX HABBIKAX M HABEPHSKA MPHIES K BHIBOLY, UTO MANOYKa TOTOBHIJI MEHSI K CYpOBOMY
npaBieHnio. Beerna MOKHO ckasaTb, 4TO 0Oy4YeHHE BbIIATIOCh HEMPOCTHIM.

— 3710 onpaBaanue A umneparopa. OcTaabHbIM MPUIBOPHBIM, YTOOBI HE PACKPHIBATH MOMX
CIIOCOOHOCTEN, MPUIETCS CKOPMUTH CKa3Ky MPO OYeHb HEeBe3yuylo, HO JKUBYUYIO MpuHIeccy. Yto
3BYyUYHMT BECbMa HETIPAaBAONOAOOHO, TaK YTO JIyYIlle POCTO He AaBaTh MOBOIOB JJIs1 BOIIPOCOB.

— JlagHo. Mimem HanboJee 3aKpbIThI BApUAHT.

INoucku nmpepBa CTyK B ABepU MOKoeB. BpeMs 3aBTpaka qaBHO mponuio, na u Kcanap npeny-
MIPeINJI, YTO CErOHs y Jien OyaeT CBOOOIHBIN JeHb JJIsl MOATOTOBKHM K TOpKeCTBY. Tak KTO Xke K
HaMm sBuIICA?

Panus ymima BcTpeuyath TocTel, B TO BpeMsl Kak cama KpOHIPUHIIECCA KMHYJIACh MTOMOTATh
MHE TpHUBecTU cels1 B MPHINYHBIA BUJ. KTo ObI TaM He OKazajcs, Bpsi JM 51 MOTY K HUM B OJJHOM
XaJjarte rnoBepx HrkHero 6esnbs. [Toka Mel ¢ JInHapuelt HaTATUBaIM MPOCTEHBKOE IJ1aThe, B TOCTUHOM
ObLIIO MOJO3PUTEIHHO THXO0. HO CTOMIIO HANIPaBUTHCS K IBEPH, KaK Pa3Jalicsi O4ePEHON CTYK U TOJIOC
Panun:

— Muusieny, y Bac IpOCUT ayAMEHIIMU KOPOJIEBCKUIA TOPTHOM.

MBblI ¢ npuHLECCON HACTOPOKEHHO MEPEISIHYJIMCh U MTOCHIEIININ BBIITH, a TaM. ..

YecTHo, JIIofiel B KOMHATE s HE Cpa3y 3aMeTHJIa, Belb MEPBBIM J€JIOM B IJ1a3a OpOCUIIOCH Jpy-
roe. [locpeau TOCTMHON BBHICTPOMJIMCH TPU MAaHEKEeHa C CaMbIMU IMKAPHBIMUA HapsilaMH, KOTOpBIE
MHE KOr/1a-JIM00 TOBOAMIIOCH BUZIETD. A 51 Bce ke Oblla ITPY KOPOJIEBCKOM JIBOPE M TIOBHJaIa MHOTOE.
W x0Th HUKOI/IA HE MUHTEPECOBAIACh MUPOM MOJbI M KPACHBBIX HAPSIIOB, 9TH IJIAThsi MEHsI 04apo-
Bau. Jlymaio, MOKHO cKa3aTh 0e3 MpeyBeInYeHus, UX TBOPUJI TEHHIA.

[lepBoe — HexHOE, MOJIOYHO-0eJIoe, U3 JIETKOUW MepeNBAIoIIeicsl TKaHW, BOJIHAMU CTPYs-
meics OT TAIUMKM U TUIeY JI0 CaAMOro T0Ja, PACIIMTOE KEeMUYYrOM pPasHBIX OTTEHKOB — OT OeJio-
CHEXHO-0€JIoro 10 KpeMOBOrO M po30BOro. Bropoe — mbiliHOE, CMHEe, TOro YyJeCHOTO OTTEHKa,
KOTJa 10)KHOe HOYHOE HeOa MOKUAAIOT MOCeHue JTyuu coiHua. YyTh 6onee CBeTIoro, OYTH CHpe-
HEBOro OTTEHKa y Jinda, K Kpaio MoAoja OHO NMePEeXOIIIO MOYTH B YEPHBIN LIBET, IJIOTHBIN KOpCEeT
ObLT PaCIIUT 30JI0TOW KAHUTENbIO, a Ha Ta30BOM TKAaHU, MPUKPHIBABIIEH I'PyJb U IJI€UH, CBEPKAIU
nparorieHHbie kaMHu. Ho Bce ke Mo B3IU1si/] 3aMep Ha nociegHeM. M3 TeMHO-astou, TsKeslon TKaHH,
CJIOBHO CTEKAIOIIel M0 CHIY3Ty, CO CJIOKHOW JParMpoOBKOM Ha TMOAOJE, W3-3a KOTOPOW Ka3aioCh,
CJIOBHO ILIaThe MpaBa xkujakoe. Ho Gosblie Bcero MeHs 3aBOpOKIIa IJIOTHAs cepeOpHrCTasi BBIIIIMBKA
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Ha KopceTe U pykaBax. KpyrHble mMpokue BeH3€essl CI0BHO CIUIETAINCh B... JOCHEX, HO IIPU 3TOM
BBIIVISLACIIM U3SIIHO U JieTKo. [lopa3uTtenbHas TeXHuKa.

— IlepBbie 1Ba MOXKHO YHECTH, KPaCHOE OCTaBbTE, — BbIBEJI MEHS U3 TpaHCa HE3HAKOMBIN
CKPHUITY4UHl TroJIocC.

Sl HakoHel| 3amMeTWsIa TBOpLA 3TOro Beaukosnenus. HuseHbkuid, Cyxo, COBEPILIEHHO JIBICHIN
CTapUYOK B OYKax C JIMH3aMM TOJIIE MOCYJHOIO CTEKJIa, OIEThId B HEJeNblid (papTyK ¢ Kydeu Kap-
MAIIIKOB, MMOBEepX OapxaTHOro kamzona. Ho B3misi y Hero ObUT LENKWH U KUBOW. MacTtep OKUHYI
MeHsI IPUCTAJILHBIM B3IJISIIOM, MPEk/Ie YeM N300pa3suTh KPUBEHBKHI TIOKJIOH.

— Belie BbicoueCTBO, MPOLITY IPOILEHNS 32 BHE3aIHOE BTOpkeHue. Ero BeanuecTso nonpo-
CHJI CPOYHO MOATOTOBUTH BaM Mapy HapsJoB Ha BbIOOp. K coxanienuio, y MeHs He ObUIO I0CTATOYHO
BpPEMEHH, YTOOBI CO3/1aTh JJIsI BAC HApsil, s1 YCIeN JIMIIb TOAIPABUTh HECKOJIBKO UMEIOLIUXCS 3aro-
TOBOK, OPUEHTUPYSCh Ha, YTO MHE MOBeJasl 0 Bac ummneparop. Kaxercs, Bl yxe onpeienuimuch ¢
BBIOOPOM? — YCMEXHYJICSI CTAPUYOK, SIBHO HE UCIIBIThIBas nuerera. Ckopee eMy ObLIO Ovke pas-
ApakeHue, YTo ero 3aCTaBIIM padoTaTh B CIENIKe, ¥ HEKOTOpast JOJIsi CAMOJOBOJIBLCTBA, UTO JIAXKE B
TaKOM TOJIOKEHUU OH CMOT y/IUBUTD.

— Nmneparop? — nmpoOGopMoTaia 51, oKa MOMOIIHUKY CaMOJOBOJILHOTO CTAPUYKa BHIHOCHIIN
13 KOMHAThI JKeMUYKHOE U cuHee Iuiathe. — Ho 5 He. ..

S xe oTkazanace?

— Huyero He 3Ha10. MHe cka3aiu npenocTaBuTh, s npepocraBuil. Ckaxure Jieau, Bac ycrpa-
MBaeT I1aThe?

A B roJyoce ero Tak CJbIIIAICS BHI30B — IMONPOOYH 3a5BUTb, UTO HET.

— [la, koHeuHo, Onarogapio. XoTs 51 He YBepeHa, YTO CTOMT. ..

— Bort u npekpacHo, — 060pBaJ OH MeHs1. — B3IIsiHYyB Ha Bac, s Tak ¥ MOAyMaJl, 4YTO UMEHHO
OHO nozoraeT BaM. Jla, naeaabHO OTO3BAJIOCh, HA ONMCaHue umreparopa. .. Ho npumepka Bce paBHO
HeoOxomma. DTo ke U3AEBATENIbCTBO, IPOCUTh COTBOPUTH IIEAEBP 32 TPH JTHS, J1a elle U 0e3 Ipu-
MEPKH. .. — 3aBOpYaJl OH. MaxHyJ pyKOil CBOMM MOMOIIHULIAM, Y T€ KUHYJIUCh AKKYypaTHO CHUMATh
IJIaThe C MaHEKEHa.

Tpu nuaA? To ects Kcannp 3akazan muiaree, Kak TOJIBKO MPeIOKWI TOMOBKY? Einie u uro-
TO pacckazaj NOPTHOMY, YTOOBI TOT COTBOPUJI TIaThe MMEHHO 1151 MeHs1? Toraa 3a4eM OH crpariu-
BaJI y MEHsI IIPO HapsiJl, €CIIU TOT yxke ObUT moarotoseH? CoBceM He MOHMMAIO 3TOro My kuuHy. Kto
BOOOIIIE, C/IeNIaB MPeJIoKeHNe TOOBITh HAXKMBKOM B JIeJie O 3aroBOpPe, MOCIIe MEPBBIM JeJIOM OTIPaB-
JIieTcsl 3aKa3bIBaTh IUIAThe J1s1 9TOM HaKUBKU 7

— Jloporyia, 4To Thl CTOMILb, IOMOTH CBOEW XO3SIMKE Pa3JeTbCsl, — TEM BPEMEHEM HEJIOo-
BOJIbHO MaxHYJI CTapUKaIlIKa MOpaXeHHO 3acThiBlied JlnHapun. — Xouelb, 4ToObI 51 3TO caesan?
Borock, Haill 10poroit UMIIEpaTop TOrO HE OLICHUT.

[IpuHuecca TyT e BCIOJOMIMIACH U MOCHELIWIA CHATh C MeHs IulaTthe. 1 U OrIAHyThCS He
ycriena, Kak yXe CTosula Ha HeOOJBIIIOM CTyJie, TIepel OTPOMHBIM 3€pPKaJioM M PacTepsHHO CMOT-
pesa Ha COOCTBEHHOE OTpakeHHUe, MOKa IIyCTPbie MOMOITHHUIIBI IOl OKPUKH TTOPTHOTO MOAKAJIBIBAIIH
nojon. A s paccMarpuBana cedsi B 3epKajie U MCTBITHIBAJIA CTPaHHbIe YyBCTBA. M300paskasi MpuH-
LIecCCy MHE JJOBEJIOCh HOCUTb pasHble Joporue Ivarhs. Ho MMEHHO cefiuac OTpakeHue B 3epKajie
MOKAa3bIBAJIO MEHS, a He KpoHNpuHIleccy. HecMoTps Ha SIBHO CKJIOUHBIN XapaKTep, TAJITAHTOM CTapuK
o0J1aja HeBepPOSITHBIM, €CJI CMOT COTBOPUTD TaKoe JIMIIb 1o ciioBam Kcanppa. U 51 naxe 3anHTepe-
COBaJ1ach, KAKOU € OH MEHsI ONMCaJl, €CJIM PE3YJIbTAT BbILLE] TAKUM.

— Tenepp naeanbHO, — JOBOJIBHO KUBHYJI IOPTHOM, KOTAA MOMOIIHHULBI 3aKOHUMJIM TOTO0-
HATh Ha MHE TIaThe. — BOJIOCH MOMHOCTBIO coOepeTe, HO HUKAKMX BBICOKMX mpruecok! Hukakux
kyapei! [TbIiHOE CIOXHOE TIETEeHUE Ha 3aThUIKe, CKpenuTe rpeOHsIME, — Hayvall OH BbIaBaTh yKa-
3aHus JIuHapuu, a Ta IOCITYIITHO B3sU1aCh KOHCIEKTUPOBaTh. — I1I1pokoe KoJibe Ha 11e10 U3 CBETJIBIX
KaMHel 1 IMPOKHe OpaciieThl Ha 3arsiCThs, OOJIbIIle HUKAKUX YKpaiieHuid. Ecim y Bac He Haiercs
HYKHBIX, IOIIPOCUTE Y UMIIEPATOPa. B COKPOBUILHUIIE TOYHO €CTb.
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— HaiinyTcsi, — cocpeJOTOUeHHO 3alKChIBasi, KUBHYJIA PUHIIECCA.

— UYro eme. .. Makustk. .. JIydine BHIIEIUTS 17133, @ BOT 11 TYO UCTIONBb30BaTh O0JIee HeKHbIE
OTTEHKH, a TO MEepeleT B BYJIbrapiivHy, — 33yMUYUBO 3aKOHYMJ MOPTHOM, MPOJOJIKas U3ydaTh
MPUIMPUYMBBIM B3IVISIIOM MO€ OTpaxkeHue B 3epkajie. — Bpoze Bce... 3anoMHum?

— 3anucana, — 3aBepwia JluHapusi.

— Toraa cHUMaiiTe C TOCIOXHM TJ1aThe. Mbl 3aKOHYMM TIOITOHKY M BEPHEM €ro Yepe3 JBa Jaca,
a BbI TIOKA MOJKETE JaJbIlle TOTOBUTHCS K BEUepy.

Bce emme omapaiieHHy0 MPOUCXOASIIAM MeHsI ObICTPO pa3ies, BEpHbIe MOMOIIHUIIBI CTa-
PUKa-TIOPTHOTO cOOPAIM MHCTPYMEHTBI, TUIaThe M MaHEKEH U TIOYTH He3aMETHO MCUE3IIH.

— V¥V Bac UHTEPECHBIN THINAX, — 3aMETUJI IIOPTHOM HAIMOCIEIOK. — £ ¢ yIOBONBCTBHEM TIOpa-
00Talo Haj BaMH. DCKU3bl CBaJeOHOTO TUIaThst OYOyT rOTOBH Yepe3 Hepemo. [JoOporo nHs, BbIIe
BBICOYECTBO.

W He noxpaBimck oTBeTa, ymes. I[lopaxeHHble 10 TTyOUHbI AyIH Mbl ¢ JInHaprel HeCKOIbKO
MUHYT MOJTYA TSUTUIMCH APYT Ha Apyra.

— He 3a0yap Bedyepom modiaroaputh UMIIEpaTopa 3a MojgapoK, — IMEepBOU MpHUIlIa B ceOs
KpOHIIpUHIIECCA U, 3a0paB 3amucK, 00pMoYa Moji HOC YTO-TO MPO YK paIIeH! s, OTITPABUIIACH UX BHIOU-
parh.

— [Mo-moemy, Kyna BakHee HAllOMHUTb €My, UTO MPekIEBPEMEHHO IIHUTh CBaIeOHOE TJIaThe,
— pa3apa)keHHO MPOOOPMOTAJIA S U YIIIJIa B CHAJTBHIO.

Pa3 Borpoc ¢ HapsIOM Terieps pellieH, y MeHsl eCTh BpeMsl OTIOXHYTh. Jlymalo, 3TUM BE4epoM
MHE TIPUTOASITCS] BCE CUJIBL.

skkosk

Ecnu B mponwiblii pa3 nepes npuemoM JInHapusi 6e3yMHO HEepBHMYANA, a s ObljIa CIIOKOMHA
Y HEBO3MYTHMAa, TO TeTleph Mbl TIOMEHSUTUCh posisiMu. [IpuHIIECCY MOKHO TOHSATD, 32 MpOIIe/IIee
BpeMsl OHa yOeausIach, YTO C POJIBIO 5 BIOJIHE CIPABIISIOCH, a U UMIIEPAToOp Terepb Ha Halllel CTo-
poHe. A BOT y MeHsI Bce ObLII0 HA000poT. XOTh UMIIepaTop mepecTtall ObITh HaIllel TIIaBHOU MpooJie-
MoO¥# (TIOYTH), TeNepb s B TIOJIHOM Mepe OCO3HaBajIa, HACKOJIBKO OMACHBIMU MOTYT OBITh MPHEMBI. A
YK C yUETOM 3arOBOPIIMKOB U TOTO, YTO CETOJHS MEHsI OOBSIBAT HEBECTOW UMIIEPAaTOpa — OMacaThCs
ObLIIO Yero.

— ThI 3aTmMuIb BeeX, — JIOBOJIBHO 3aKiiouria JInHapus, 3aKOHUMB 3aCTErMBaTh y MEHs Ha
1Iee IMUpPOKoe, Tshkesoe oxepenbe. — S morpoOyio mpodpaTbest B 31 TIO XOAaM JJIsl TIPUCITYTH.
[IpsiMO MHTEPECHO YBUAETD UX JIMIIA, KOT/A. ..

— Her! Barte BricouecTBo, iposiBUTe Oylaropasymue! — pa3zo3/1uiach st Ha Hee. — Bbl 3206114,
YTO 3TO HE HACTOSINAS TIOMOJIBKA, a TIOTBITKA Pa3001aunTh 3arOBOPIIMKOB? A BAPYT OHH YK€ YTO-TO
3aruIaHMPOBAM Ha 3TOT npreM? He xBatano, 4ToObl Bbl MONAJIKCH MO PYKY WJIM YBHUIEIH JIUIIIHEE.
Ecnu BB 3a0bUTH, KOHTPAKT Ha Bally 3allMTy ellle He 3aKOHYeH. Bynpre Tak J0OpbI, BCIOMHHTE O
COOCTBEHHOU 0€30MaCHOCTHU M HE 3aCTaBJISIUTE MEeHsI HEPBHUYATH OOJIbIIIe HEOOXOAMMOTO.

— Na... Ipocru, KaiinuHa, s 3a0bU1ach, — CMYTHJIACH MPHHIIECCA, a BOT PaHus Opocuia Ha
MeHsI OCYXJAIONMi B3MIIsA. S He coMHeBaach, YTO OHA Beeraa OyzieT 3a cBolo 1eBouKy. Ho Hato ke
MOHMMATh, YTO MBI HE pa3BJieKaeMcsi, BOOOIIE-TO, a CrlacaeM ee CTpaHy M UMIIEPUIO OT MPOOJIeM.

— Tewm Gonee, 0HO TOro He CTOUT. VIMIiepaTop BCEro JIUIIb OOBSIBUT O CBOEM BBIOOpPE, a TOTOM
Hac J101r0 OyayT NO3paBJsATh Bce MPUABOPHBIE. Hiuero nHTepecHoro.

[oxanyiicra, Koapueiimas 6orunst Cyap0a, mycTh BCe U MpaBa MpoHIeT CKyYyHO U HyJHO.

— A HaCKOJIbKO TIOPA3UT OKPYKAIOLIMX MOH BH[, BBl MOXETE TIOCMOTpPEThb U 31iech. HeBecTh
cobupaloTcs B Kopuope. BoT BHITISTHUTE 3a JBEph U OLIEHUTE. A BOT IOKHAAATh KOMHATBI HE CTOUT.
Tem Goree, ceroiHsi OCHOBHYIO OXpaHy HaBepHSIKA COCPEAOTOYAT HA TIPHEMHOM 3aJie.

He comHueBatoch, uMmiepatop npeaBue MOIMbITKY 3arOBOPIIMKOB OCTAHOBUTD €ro OT O(hHIIU-
QJILHOTO OOBSIBIICHUsI HEBECTHI. M Haet0Cch MPEANPHUHSLI 110 STOMY MTOBOAY MEpHI.
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— Tol mpaBa, — moBecesena JluHapus. — Camble TPUIUPYMUBBIE U 3aBUCTIMBbIE KPUTHUKU
cobepyTcsi IMEHHO 371ech. MIHTepecHO MOCMOTpeTh Ha WX JIMIA, KOTJa OHM OCO3HAIOT, HACKOJIBKO
HEJI0OIIEHMBAJIN Hac.

CwMmortpure, Kak oHa 3aroBopuiia. KoposeBckasi ropaocTs Bce ke He yCTOM 3BYK. A BeJlb J1ake
BUJIy HE T0fIaBaJia, YTo ee 3a/IeBaeT MpeHeOpeKeHne CO CTOPOHBI OCTAIBHBIX Jieau. [Tynas maneHb-
Kas npuHIiecca. Jlemu, kotopbie codepyTcsi B KOpUIOpe, BOBCE HE Te JIIOAU, Ybe MHEHUE CTOUT IPH-
HUMaTh B pacyeT. Kyna BakHee, eciiv ee yBaKaloT WM XOTsI Obl IIPOCTO CEPhEe3HO BOCITPUHUMAIOT
coOcTBeHHbIe MUHHCTPBL. OCOOEHHO, €M OHA TUIAHUPYET MpaBUTh cama. Bripouem, He MHE y4uTb
KOPOJIEBCKYIO 0CO0Y, IyCTh C 3TUM pa3OMpaeTcs ee oTell.

— Jlean-KOHKYPCAHTOK MPUIVIALIAIOT POC/IEA0BATh HAa TOPKECTBEHHBIN ITpHeM! — pasjaiach
OIHOBPEMEHHO CO CTYKOM B JIBEPb.

Mpl neperisaHymcs.

— Tlopa!

JluHapus paB/a BHIIUIA 32 MHOH, YTOOBI TIOJIIOOOBAThCS peakifell KOHKYpCaHTOK. Bripouem,
CEroJiHs1 Bce MOCTapaIUCh BBINIAAETh POCKOLIHO. Y MEHs Aake 3aKpajach MbICIIb, HE IPOCOYMIIACH
JI1 HOBOCTbh, YTO UMEHHO CETOIHS UMIIepaTop caenaeT Boioop. Ho ckopee aemno B ToM, 4To KOJHUe-
CTBO COIIEPHHUI] CTPEMHTENLHO YMEHBIIAIOCH (51 0OpaTuiia BHUMaHUE, UTO /IBYX JIEIM HE XBATao), a
MOTOMY OCTAaBIIIMECS] CTPEMHUJIMCh TIPUBJIEYb BHUMAHUE MMIIEPATOpPa CaMBbIM JOCTYITHBIM CIIOCOOOM
— BHEIHOCTBHI0. Moe NosIBJIEHHE B KOPUIOPE 3aMETHIIM HE Cpa3y U OTpearupoBajid Ha HEro Mo-pas-
HOMY. KT0-TO ObUI yIMBIIEH, KTO-TO OKM/ABIBAJ OLIEHUBAIOIIAM B3IJIS1,I0M, HO OOJIBIIMHCTBO CMOTPEITH
C OTKPOBEHHOM 3aBUCTHIO U 3710CTHI0. JIMHapust Oblja CUacT/IvBA.

— Jlequ! — mepekpbUT B3BOJTHOBAHHbIE IMIEMIOTKM HEBECT TPO3HBIA OKJIMK Jieau [lemun. —
[Tpomty npocnenoBats 3a MHOIA.

— Vpaum, — THXO HIeNHy/Ia MHE B ClTUHY JIMHApys v CKpbLIach B KOMHATE.

A 1, cienaB riyOOKHIA BAOX, IPUCTPOUIIACH B XBOCT KOJIOHHBI U3 HEBECT.

Kcraru, norepsiku K HaM Tak ¥ He MPUCOETUHUIINCH, U3 Yero 51 caeslaja BHIBOJ, UTO JISOH He
OTO3JAJTH, a TOKUHYIIU 0TOOp. IHTepecHO, OHM yMYAPHIIMCh YTO-TO HATBOPUTH WJIM TIPOU30IILIA OYe-
peanass HenpusATHOCTH? COMHEBAIOCh, UTO JEI0 B (PasbIIIMBOM KOHKYpCe-COOECeIOBaHUM CO KPH-
teii. OH BpoJie He TMpernosarajl OTYUCIASHUS YUYaCTHHUIL.

JloBONBHO OBICTPO, MOE JTIOOOIBITCTBO HAIILIOCH KOMY yTONUTh. [IpaBaa, 11 Havyata MHe Mpu-
LIUIOCh YAOBJIETBOPUTH UyKOU MHTEPEC.

— IIpekpacHo BeIrIAAUTE, Jeau JInHapus, — 4yTh IPUOTCTAB, KO MHE ITpUcoe uHmIach Hlan-
pus. Jlenu Beirisiena BEJUMKONIETHO B CBOEM TEMHO-3€IEHHOM CTPYSAIIEMCS IUIaThe U C KOITHOM TeM-
HBIX PACHYILIEHHBIX, TIEPEBUTHIX KAMHSIMH BOJIOC. BBUIO CTPaHHO CIIBIIIATH KOMIUTMMEHTHI OT CTOJIb
KPacHBOH JIEBYIIIKH, HO BCE K€ 51 HU HA MTHOBEHUE HE MOyMaJia, YTO 3TO JIECTb.

— BbI TOXe ceroHs 0OBOPOKHUTENbHBI, — BEXKJIMBO YIBIOHYACH 51 B OTBET.

— Papnia, 4T0 BHI BCe ke MPUCOSANHUIINCH K MPA3THUKY.

$1 6pocuiia Ha Hee BOITPOCUTENNBHBIN B3IJISIT — MPO3BYYAJIO CTPAHHO.

— BBb1 oTCyTCTBOBAIM Ha BUEpAIIHEM KOHKYpPCE, — HEMHOIO HEYBEPEHHO 3aMeTUJIa JIeJu. —
MBbI penmig, 4To mocje BCeX... TPEBOTHEHHH, Bbl IPEANOWIN MOKUHYTh 0TOOP.

— Her, uro BbI. [IpocTo, BUepa 5 ellle He CIUIIKOM XOpomIo cedsi uyBcTBoBaja. Ho *kpuiia
[pekpacHeiiei Obia CTONB OOE3HA, YTO MOCETHIIAa MEHs B IOKOsIX. Braronapst uemy, MHe yIajioch
MI0y4YacTBOBAaTh B KOHKYpPCE HapaBHE CO BCEMHU. A CErOfiHsl yTPOM MMIIEPATOPCKUI LIEJUTENh OKOH-
YaTteJbHO M30aBIJT MEHSI OT MOC/IE/ICTBUI HEYIaYHON OXOTHI.

3HauMT, BOT C YeM ObUIM CBSI3aHBl YAUBJIEHHE U 3JI0CTh OCTAIBHBIX KOHKYPCAHTOK. Buaumo,
MHOI'M€ CIIMCAIA MEHsI CO CUETOB U MOHA/IESJINCh, YTO COMEPHHUL] CTaJI0 MEHbIIE. A BeJb HAC U TaK
yXke 9yThb OOJIbIIIE TIOJIOBUHBI, XOTSI MBI HE TIPOBEJIM B 3aMKe U IByX Hezielb. [IpaBaa, oHu ObUIM HACHI-
HIEHHBIMU. MHe Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO MbI TYT TOpPa3o JI0JIbLIE.
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Paccripocuts mogpoOHee, 4To ke CIyYrIoch ¢ JPyrMMH MPONABIIUMH JIEOH, 51 He ycrenaa —
MBI TTOAOIIUTM K TIPUEMHOMY 3aIy.

MHe nponuibiii prueM Mokasajics MHOromoaHbM? 3al0yapTe, B 9TOT pa3 Bce ObUIO Xyke. B
9TOM TOJIIE U 3Mesl C TPYJOM MPOCKOJIb3HET. IHCTUHKTBI OXpaHHHUKA TYT € HaIOMHUJIM, KaK JIETKO
B TaKOM TOJIIE TIOJIYYHTh yAAp KUHKAJIOM B OOK, HO JIeBaThCsl ObLIO HEKyAa. XOPOIIO XOTh MPUIBOP-
HbIe TIOTECHUJICh, 00Pa30BaB MPOXOJ] ¥ MO3BOJIMB KaHAUAATKAM CITIOKOMHO MIPOUTH MPSMO K TPOHY.
3pech Toke Mpor30IUM U3MeHeHus1. Ha momocTe Tenepb pacrosiaraivch 4eTbipe Kpecia, ¥ Bce OHU
OKa3aJMch 3aHATHL. KoMITaHMI0 MMIIepaTopy COCTaBUJIM BIOBCTBYIOIIAS MMIIEpaTpUIia U OpaT C cecT-
poii. U1 Bce OHU C MHTEPECOM pacCMaTpPUBAIMA CTPOM HEBECT.

Moxer Kcanap u crapajicsi COXpaHUTh B TallHE TIOMOJIBKY, HO KOJIMUECTBO MPUIJIAIIEHHBIX
Y TO, YTO K HEMY IPUCOETUHMIIACH BCSI CEMbs, HECOMHEHHO 3aCTaBIJIM OKPYXKAIOIIUX 3ayMaThCs.
A erme... UMIiepaTopy CTOWJIO JIydllle TIPOMHCTPYKTUPOBATh Muaqmux. [IpuHIiecca yx CIUIIKOM
OTKPOBEHHO ISUTUJIACh HA MEHSI, XOTsI Mbl, BpPOJIe KaK, JIOJKHBI ObITh HE3HAKOMBI. Bripouem, Kak oka-
3aj1ach, mpodseMa Oblia He TONBKO B HAC/IETHUKAX UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbH.

BricTpouBIIMCh IIepe; IMITEPAaTOPCKUM TPOHOM, MbI CHHXPOHHO CKJIOHHJIUCH B peBepaHcax. B
3TOT pa3 s Aaxe He cOUIach U He 3aMelIKasach, 3aHMMasi cBoe Mecto psiaom c Illanpueit.

— Ero Nmnieparopckoe BenmuectBo, Kcannp ApBuiickuii, NpUBETCTBYET y4acTHHUI] OTOOpa!

41 mo3BonMIIa cede MOAHSTH TOJIOBY. .. U TYT € HATKHYJIACh HA TEMHBI BHUMATEIbHBIN B3TJIsI
umreparopa. B 3ase crosia TUIMHA, BCe jKAaU CJIOB MPABUTENS, @ OH XKaJHO paccMaTpuUBal MeHs,
3aCTaBJIss U3PSAIHO HEPBHUYATH. 3a4eM, CIIPAIIMBAETCs, 3Ta HaUTpaHHOCTh? CaM ke IJIaTbhe BHIOU-
paj1, Tak K yeMy crekTakib? M OH CIMIIKOM SIBHO BbIpakaeT uHtepec. He ciuiikoM i paHo?

[NoiimaB ero B3IJIsA, 51 UyTh HAXMYPHUJIACh, JaBast IOHSATh, YTO HE OLIEHMIA €TO UTPHI.

— Paj mpuBeTCTBOBaTh Bac BCEX Ha CETOAHSIIHEM Bedyepe, — ClejaB BHI, YTO HUYErO He
nipounsonuio, Kcanap ¢ yapiokoit nomHsiics. — CeromHst Mbl COOPaMCh, YTOOBI OTITPA3THOBATH JIEHb,
korya OoruHs JIloOBY coluia B HAITl MUP ¥ YKa3asia, B KAKOM MecTe OyIeT 3aJI0KeH ee TIaBHBIN XpaM.

Hapo e, s ceromHsIHero nmprueMa aaxe MoBoJ €CTh, [a ellle U CBA3aHHbIN ¢ OoruHen. Kak
ynauHo. lHTepecHo, 3To mpap/ia WM MOBOJ CPOYHO BBIIYMAaJIM U BHECH B JieTonucu? He ynuBimoch
MoCIIeTHEMY.

— To6naromapum sxe [TpekpacHeiyo u3 OOTMHb, YTO OHA OJIATOBOJIUT HAIIEH UMIIEPUU U
JapUT CBOE TIOKPOBUTEIBCTRO.

Kcanzp cnoxun pyku Ha rpyay ¥ 4yTb CKJIOHHJI TOJIOBY, BO3HOCS 0€33ByUHyI0 MONUTBY. [1pu-
JABOPHBIE TOCIEIIIIN TOCTAE0BaTh 32 CBOMM IpaBUTeNeM. fl pemmia He OTCTaBaTh, HO, OPOCHB
B3 Ha lanpuio psoM, OMsIHYJA PO ceOsl MPOKJIATHIE IECKU U OBICTPO CMEHMIIA TIO3UIIHIO
PYK, OCO3HaB B YeM OIIMOach B Mponuislii pa3. Hy oTkyzna MHe ObUIO 3HATh, KaK CKJIAIBIBAIOT PYKH
MIPOCTHIE JIIOAM, KOT/Ia MeHsI 00ydJau xpuiipl! f v mogymars He MOrJIa, YTo NeperieTeHre NajbleB,
KOTOpOE 51 BOCIIPOM3BEJIa TIOUTH HE 33 JyMbIBasiCh, MIPHCYIIE TOJIBKO XpHlamM. HeynmuButeabHo, 4To
uMIepaTop yauBuics. JIaJHO, €ClM CIIPOCUT, CKaXy, UTO s HEKOTOPOE BPeMsl BOCIIUTHIBAIACH TIPH
xpame 6ornHu. Ho He crouT Gosbiiie coBepIaTh MOJOOHBIX OIMOOK.

— Hagetoch, 6orunst JIloOBM He OCTaBUT HAC U B AajibHeIeM. UyTh mo3xe y MeHs OyneT s
e1le OJHO BaXKHOE OObsIBJICHHUE, a ITOKA MPOIITY BCEX HACIaXIAThCs BedepoM ! — OOBSIBUIT UMITIEpaTop,
TEM CaMBbIM 3aKOHUYMB C O(PUIIMATIBHON YaCThIO.

I'psiHyna My3bIKa, ¥ TOCTU 3arOMOHMJIA U 3aIIEBEMIUC.

— He xortute 11 HEMHOro ocBexuThcsi? — moutu cpazy npemioxuiaa Hlanpus. — Ecou
YECTHO, Y MEHsI OT HEPBOB IIEPECOXJIO B TOpJe, 51 Obl HE POTHUB BHITUTH OOKa BUHA. YTO ckaxere?

— C ynoBOJBCTBUEM, — COIIACKIIACH 51, JIMIIb Obl cOeKaTh OT BHUMATEJIBHOTO B3IVIS/A
Kcanppa, koTopbiii 1 ceifuac 4yBCTBOBaJ Beell Koxkeld. OH ke uMIieparop, Heslb3sl BeCTH ceOsi caep-
*kaHHee ¥ BHUMatesbHee? OH ke Hac BbigaeT! Viu. .. 93To oco3HaHHasi TPOBOKaIusi?
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S Ha MrHOBeHUe 3acThia U Opocuiia OBICTPBIN B3MIAA HA MyKkunHy. JloBymka? Torma Hy:XKHO
obU10 TipeynipeanTs! ogymats He yenena, jteau Llanpus nogxsaruia MeHs Mof pyKy U MOTsIHYJIA B
CTOPOHY CTOJIOB. 3a 4TO 51 eii Oblia BechMa OarofapHa — 4eM Jajblile OT UMIIepaTopa, TeM JIydIle.

— HHTepecHo, Kakoe BaXkHOE 0ObsIBIIEHHE XOUeT c/iesiaTh ummneparop?

— [Nousarus ve umero. Moxer, npuaymall 1js HaC HOBOE UCTIbITaHue ?

MBeichb Jiein SIBHO He 0OpaioBasia. Hudero, el HeIoro ocTauoch TepreTh. Y ke CEerojiHs Beve-
POM OHa Y3HaeT, YTO MOXET BO3Bpararbcsi JoMoi. Y Hazieroch, OyaeT pajia 3TOi HOBOCTH.

Bokas BuHa 51 co crona ¢ 3akyckamu B3siia, Beiien 3a Illanpueit, Ho ckopee mis Buja. [lycth
KOMILIEKT MPOBEPSIONIMX apTedaKkToB ObLI CO MHOM, HO 51 MM He joBepsuia. M BooOIe 3apeksach
€CTb U ITUTh Ha MpHeMax.

A TOKa BBIIAJICS MOMEHT, PElIMjia pacCIpOCUTh, KaK MpOILIesl BYepallHU KOHKypc. Tem
Oornee, yTo K HaM npucoeauHmwMch Knaynusa u Hapuna. Hano e, He tymana, 4To y MeHsI CBOSI KOM-
naHus oOpa3yercsl.

— Jlenu Jlunapwus, Kak s pajga, 4ToO Bbl HE TOKMHYJIM OTOOP! — PaJiOCTHO MONPHUBETCTBO-
Basa Kiaynus. YauBuTenbHO, HO CErOqHS AEBYIIKA M3MEHIIIA KyKOJbHOMY OOJIMKY — BOJIOCHI ObLITH
coOpaHbl B JIETAaHTHYIO TIPUYECKY, [a U TUIaThe ObLJI0 HEMPUBBIYHO CTPOTOro, CepedpucTO-Ceporo
OTTEeHKa. Pa3zBe 4To BbIpakeHUE JIMIa OCTAIOCh TAKUM K€ PAJOCTHBIM U HAaUBHBIM.

— A s roBOpmIIa, YTO €Ciu ObI JIe[IW BHIOBLIA, TO 00 3TOM Obl OOBSABUIIN, KaK ITO OBUIO C JIeaAn
SpBUHON U Jiein AHPHCCOI, — HEeBO3MYTUMO 3ameTwia Hapuna, ceropHs oOnayeHHasi B TEMHO-
CHHee TUIaThe, OOMIBHO YK palleHHOe KaMHsIMU. K coxkaneHnio, 3TOT OTTEHOK JieNiall IeBYIIKY ITOYTH
MepTBEHHO-0JIe/THOM, HO, KaxeTcs, ee T0 ycrpauBaio. — JloOpwiii Beuep, Jienu Jlunapus. Pana,
BUZIETh BaC B IOOPOM 3paBUM.

Kak ynauno Mel mogo6painuch K MHTEpeCyIoIiel MeHs TeMe.

— bnaropgapio Bac. A 4TO, K CJIOBY, POU30IIUIO C 3TUMU Jieau? I oTMeTusa, 4To UX CeroiHsi
HeT.

Jleay nepernsHyIuCh C KaKMM-TO 3araJIoYHbIM BUJIOM, a TIOTOM COOpaJIMCh MOOIHMAKE KO MHE,
SIBHO COOMPAsICh CIUIETHUYATb.

— Jlenu He npouum KOHKYpc, — noaenuiack [lanpus.

— A ero MOXHO OBUTO He TIPOUTH? — yAMBHUJIACK 1. — DTO ke ObLIa. .. mpocTo Oecena’?

— He npocro, — ycmexnynack Haprna. — Bee ke, Mipkanus rnaBHas xkpuia LHEHTPAJIbHOTO
Xpama ¥ BUAUT OOJIblliee, YeM JOCTYITHO OCTaJIbHBIM.

B s1TOM 1 yke He comHeBantack. Ho 4To nMeloT B BULy AE€BYIIKHU ?

— HWpkanusa yBugena, 4to Jiequ DpBUHA U Jied AHpUCCA YKe CBA3aHbl y3aMU MOMOJIBKH C
ApYrUMy My XYMHaMU, —Iofenniack Knaynus, Ha Mol BOIIPOCUTENIbHBIN B3MJIsALL.

— A TaK Moo ObITh?

Bapyr, KTO-TO U3 KaHIUJATOK TOI/Ia M BOBCE 3aMYKeM?

— Ouenpb npocto, — noxana rwiedamu [lanpus. — [lomMonBKy 3ak/0umId, HO, TIOTYYUB
MpeJIoKEHNE OT UMIIepaTopa, MOCIEIIWIA PACTOPIHYTh, BE/lb CTaTh UMIIEpaTpuLieil BbironHee. Bot
TOJIBKO ITOMOJIBKY, TIPOBE/IEHHYIO B XpaMe, HeJlb3sl paCTOPTHYTb JIMIIIb Ha ciioBax. OCOOEHHO eciu ee
3aKJII0YAJIM U3 ICKPEHHHX YYBCTB. [lake ecim rooc pazyma yBepsi Jiequ, 4To ObITh UMIIEpaTpHLIEH
JIy4lle, CEpALIEM OHU OCTAJIMCh CBSI3aHbl ¢ ApYyruMu. I1o3ToMy siein oTYMCInIn, ¥ OHU yeXalli IOMOA.

Jla yx, He 0Xuaaja, YTO BBIYMAHHBIHN A7l MOel MOOeabl KOHKYPC CHaceT JBYX AEBYIIEK OT
HaBSI3aHHOTO y4YacTHs B OTOOpE.

— V MeHs KpHlia ToXe ClipaliiBaia, 3aHUMAET JIM KTO-TO MECTO B MOEM cepue. A MoToM
3asiBUJIA, YTO 51 y’Ke BCTPETHIIA CBOIO CyAbOY, HO ellle He TIOHSIA 3TOro, — HEOKUIAaHHO TIPU3HAIIACH
[Hanpus.

— Bapyr 310 umrniepatop? — TYT e BOCTOP;KEHHO BbIIOXHYJIa Kitayaus.

— He aymaio, — c Jierkod ycMEIKo# rmokavaja ToJI0BOH Jiequ, OPOCUB ObICTPHIN B3IJISI B
CTOPOHY ITOMOCTA.
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VAUMBUTENBHO, YTO OHA TaK JIETKO MPU3HAJIACH B 9TOM CONEpHUIIaM. TBepao pelviia BEITH U3
UTPbI, HO MOKA TIOIYUHSIETCS] BOJIE POAHBIX, HJTH MTPOCTO MBITAETCSI 0OMaHYTh OKPYXKAIOIIKX ?

— MHe oHa ckazaJia, 4To 51 BCTpeuy CBOIO CyapOy, MpUYeM JOBOJIBHO CKOPO, — B CBOIO OYe-
penp, npusHaiack Hapuna. Cyns o ee Jmity, MpopouecTBO He BIOXHOBIISLIO.

— A MHe HMYEero He CKazaia, — C pasouyapoBaHueM 3aMmerwia Kiaynmsa. — A cama g He
aoraganach CpocuTs. .. Kak xke Tak...

Barsiap aeByiek conumch Ha MHe. U 51 permia noaplrparh Hallel ¢ MIMIIEpaTOpOM JIeTeH Ie.

— MHe oHa cka3asia, 4To MOsI CyJibOa BOT-BOT CBEPIINTCS, — N300pa3uB HEJOYMEHHE, M0XKaa
s rutedamu. — He 3Hato, 4To OBl 9TO MOIJIO 3HAYUTD.

— Bo3MoxkHO, rJie-To B 9TOM JBOpIIE, BB HAl/IETe CBOIO JTIOOOBB, — OOOPSIONIE YIBIOHYIACh
MHe Hlanpus.

OHa MeHs yxe Halllla, Ha MOe Tope.

K ynuBnenuto, nmpuem npoxoaus 6e3 ocoObIx mpodnem. Bee TaHeBany, pa3Biekaniuch, 00-
Tani. HUKTO He mbITancs MeHsl OTpaBUTh WM HanacTb. M 3T axke OOJbIIIe HAMPSTAIO — CIUIIKOM
tixo. [lapy pa3 MeHs MBITATUCH MPUITIACKTH HA TaHEell, HO 51 YIaYHO OTTOBapHBAaJIach rOJIOBOKPYXKe-
HueM. K cuacTplo, ICTOpUsI MOell «yIauHO» OXOThI ObLIa YK€ U3BECTHA BCEMY JIBOPY, TaK UTO MEHS
He CIMIIKOM Oecriokon. Harrta kommnaHus mpojiosikaia qepkaTbCst BMECTe, Be/sl HECIICIIHBIH, 110
OoJtbIlel YacTh OECCMBICIICHHBIN pa3roBop. Ho Bce ke HacTasl TOT caMblii MOMEHT.

Mysbika ctuxia. [amaraii Tpykabl OrTyIIaoIie MpocTyvas MOCOXOM, TPUBJIeKas BHUMAaHUE
K TTIOMOCTY.

— Ero BennuecTBo *keaeT MPOU3HEeCTH Peyb !

X0 TOJI0COB CMOJIKJIO, M B 3aJ1€ TIOBHCIIA TUIIINHA.

— Ilpexnae yem HavaTh, 51 XOTe] Obl MPUITIACUTH CIOJA OHY JIeOW, — pa3Heccsl Haj 3aJI0M
roJIoC UMIIepaTopa.

Bort Tak cpa3y? KxM... kaxercs, 51 3ps JaJIeKO OTOLLIA.

— Kponnpunuecca Jlunapust Anpucus bapeuc Dcrapcekas.

Jlenu psimoM yIuBIIEHHO OOEpHYJIMCh KO MHE, U 51 TIOCTIeIInIa N300pa3uTh Ha JIMLE HeJI0yMe-
HHE.

— Jlenu, miporiry Bac, MOJHUMUTECH CIOJIA.

Kakum-To 00pa3zoM BceMy 3ajty TYyT e CTaJIO U3BECTHO, TJie 51 HaX0XKych. ['0CcTH mepeno MHOM
paccTynuIMCh, OTKpbIBasi MPOXO[ K TPOHY, II€ C MPOTSAHYTON pykol oxupaan Kcanup.

OTcTynarh MO3/IHO, Tenephb TOJIBKO BIIEpe.

[larast Mex MPUABOPHBIX, 51 CTapajach CIEIUTD 3a peakiuen okpyxaonmx. He moromy, 4ro
oracaiach HaraJeHus. BblIo MHTepecHO, Yero OXuAAloT MPUIBOPHBIE. be3 ynuBieHus oTMeTusia
HECKOJIbKO 3JI0Pa/IHBIX JIHII, TPEUMYIIIECTBEHHO KeHCKuX. HaneTcs, 4To MeHs moiMaiy Ha KaKoM-
TO HapyILIEHUH U ceivac npu BceX BHITOHAT? CTOUT MPUCMATPUBATh 32 STUMU JIe/IU, OHU SIBHO CJie-
JIAI0T TIOJJIOCTh, TAK CKa3aThb, U3 JIIDOBU K UCKYCCTBY, a HE U3-3a 3aroBopa. KTo-To cMoTper olieHnBa-
[o111e, B OCHOBHOM MYK4YMHBI. U, Cyas1 10 B3IJISI/LY, OLIEHUBAIM BOBCE HE C TOUKH 3PEHMSI BHEIITHOCTH
— TMBITAIOTCS MTPOCYMTATH K YeMy Bce uaet? Ho Gosnblas yacTh MpUIBOPHBIX ObUIA YAWBIEHA. A BOT
MeHsI YIMBHJIO, YTO HA JIUIIE BIOBCTBYIOIIEH MMIIEPATPUILIbI TOXe ObLT HATIMCAH UHTEPEC BIEPEMEKKY
¢ HefoyMeHueM. TOJIbKO He TOBOpUTE MHE. . .

Jlomymath MBICJTb HE yCrena, IMIIepaTop B3sT MEHS 32 PYKY, OMOT MOAHSATHCS Ha TIOMOCT U,
HE OTIyCKas JIaJIOH!, BHOBb 3aBEJI peub.

— Jlenm Dcrapckas ¢ caMoro Havasia oOpaTuiia Ha ce0si Moe BHUMAaHMe.

He comHeBatoch, Belb 51 OKa3anach €JUHCTBEHHOW U3 HEBECT, KOTO OH JIMYHO Ha pyKax JI0CTa-
BUJI 710 TiokoeB. Crniacu6o 3a 31o JIuHapuu.

— Ha nepBOM HCHBITAHMM OHA MPOIEMOHCTPUPOBANIA YAWBUTEIBHYIO CAMOOTBEPKEHHOCTD,
COOpPaHHOCTh ¥ TOTOBHOCTH MTOMOYb OKPY’KAIOIIUM B TSIKEIOW CUTYAIMW, HE3aBUCUMO OT MX TOJIO-
KEHHUS.
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Sl ¢ TpynoM ynep:kuBaia Ha JIMIE BEXKJIMBYIO YIBIOKY, XOTs1 HA MTHOBEHHE BCE XKe CKajla CBOM
MaJIbLBI HA €70 JIAJIOHU YyTh CUJIbHEE, MBITASICh JOHECTU MBICTb. MBI Bce MOM OIIMOKU OyieM Ipu-
JIOTHO Tiepedupath? DT0 00sI3aTeILHO?

— B pmaspHeiineM e mpoIeMOHCTPUPOBAIA MHOKECTBO HEMAIOBAXKHBIX JJIsSI MEHsI YepT:
yBaXeHUE K TPAAMUIIUSAM, YMEHUE OTCTauBaTh COOCTBEHHOE MHEHHUE, 3aBUHYIO TIPOHUIIATEILHOCTD,
MPEIaHHOCTh U CMEJIOCTh, — He 00paTMB BHUMaHME Ha MOW HaMeK, MPOJOJIKUI PacIIMCHIBATH MOH
nocrouncTBa Kcannp. f-to Hajesuiack, 4To XBaTUT MHUMOTO OjarocioBeHusi 6oruau. — [lymaio,
MHOTHE 32Jal0TCS1 BOITPOCOM, KOTJIa 51 yCIIes y3HaTh 000 BCEX 9THX KauyeCcTBax JIequ, eClIM IMOUYTH He
obmasicsi ¢ HeBectamMu? § Bac yOUMBIIIO — XOTh Bbl HE 3HAJIM, 51 JOITOE BpPeMsl HAXOAUJICSA C HUMU
PSIIOM, CJIE/IMIT 32 XOIOM KOHKYPCOB U YCIesI MOOOIIAThCS CO BCEMH yYaCTHUIIAMM.

A BOT 3TO OH 3ps pacckazai. Besp Tenepb OUeBUIHO, YTO OH OOIIAJICS C AEBYIIKAMHU IO JINYH-
HoM. XOTs, C Yero s B3sj1a, 4YTO OH CO BCEMM BCTpevasics nof BuaoM jopaa Kapsyca? Jla u sty nny-
HOCTb OH Tepe]l 3arOBOPIIUKAMU YK€ PACKPbLI.

Io 3anmy yxe HayaaM pa3HOCHTHCS B3BOJTHOBAHHbIE MIETIOTKU — MPUABOPHbBIE JOTAIAIUCh, K
YyeMy BeIeT MMIIepaTop, pacXBaMBasi TAKyIo MpeKpacHyio MeHs. Cyis 1o yAUBJICHHIO Ha JIULIE NMITe-
paTpuIlbl, 51 MPABUJIBHO MOHSIA — MPEAYNPEAUTh POIHBIX UMIIEpaTOp HE JOTaIascs.

— Ha camom piente, BOT yske HECKOJIBKO JJHEH, KaK s onpeenuics ¢ BeroopoM. M Ha Moe cua-
CThE, BUepa OH HallleJl OYepeJHOe MOATBEPXKIeHHE. YBakaeMas xkpuia VpkaHus noiydyusiia 3Hame-
HUE OT OOTMHH, YTO s MPABUJIBHO OTePEIUII CBOIO CyIbOy, — C YJIBIOKOH IS Ha MeHs U He oOpa-
111asi BHUMaHK$ HA HAPACTAIONIUI 1yM, Tipogosikan Kcanap.

[MpusHatbes, s 3aHepBHUYAIA. DTU YTOUHEHHS, 4TO OOrMHS HAc OHOOpSeT, XOThb M ObLIH
OXU/IaeMbl, O3ByUYEeHHbIE BCIIyX, 3aCTABMIIM MEHs NlepekuBath. Bapyr, mpasna ogodpsier? Boobie,
(basbIIMBasi MOMOJIBKA BBITJISIZIENA. . .CIIMIIIKOM HACTOSIIIEH, BbI3bIBAsI Y MEHSI BHYTPEHHIOI JPOXKb
HesicHoro Tosnka. M neno B cBepismux cnvHy B3msigax? Kak Oyaro 3Toro OblI0 HEJOCTATOYHO,
UMIIepaTop pelmi ycyryoutsh cutyarmio. He oTmyckast Moero B3Iisiia, OH OIYCTHIICSL HAa OIHO
KOJIEHO, 3aCTaBJIsIsl TOJITY aXHYTh OT YAUBJICHUS.

enblit uMniepaTop MpeKJIOHWT KOJIEHW Tiepel TPOCTol HaemHUIlel! MHe ceifyac 1ioxo cra-
HeT... Heyxenu Hesnb3s1 ObUIO IPOCTO BPYYUTh MHE KOJIBIO?

— Jlenw Jlunapwsi, — UTHOPUPYs BCEOOIMI a)KMOTaX 1 MO yxkac, Kcanap Buitanm u3 kap-
MaHa Kam3oJa OapxaTHyl0 KOpoOOuKy. — Bbl mokopwim Moe cepiie v pasyM. § Mory JMiib cMU-
PEHHO HA/IeAThCS, YTO Bbl CMIJIOCTUBUTECH U ITPUMETE MPEJIOKEHUE CTaTh MOEH NMIIepaTpuIeH.

Ian, kak ectb raj. Begb MOKHO OBUIO 3TO OOCTaBUTS. . . TIPOIIIE. DTO ke (DaIbITBasi MIOMOJIBKA !
Ho Her oH pemmt 10 KOHIIA UTpaTh pojib THPaHA, BHE3ATHO TOTEPSBIIErO rojlioBy OT JOOBH. B
riocyieqHee s yKe MOYTH Bepio, pa3yM OH TOYHO moTepsil. CMelHo, mpaBo cioBo. Tombko MeHs
MOYEMY-TO He TSIHET cMesiThes. .. CKopee YK, BIepBbIe 32 MHOTO JIET, MEHsI OXBAaTUJI Kap CMYIIECHHUS.

B 3aze noBucna TUIIMHA — BCE C HANpPsDKEHWEM OXHUIIAIM Moero otBera. Heyxkenu KTo-To
AyMaJl, 9YTO XOTh OHA U3 YYaCTHHII OTOOpA OTKa3anach Obl? Ecim Obl ObLIIO MOXKHO Tak C/ieiaTh, TO
OHM ObI OTKA3aJIMCh eIlle JI0 er0 Havasa.

— D710 YecTh JJI MeHsl, Mol ummnepatop. KoHeuHo, s1 mpuHUMalo Baiiie rmpejioKeHue.

MrHoBeHre HeBepHsl... U 3aJI CHOBA B30pBaJICs rojiocaMu. KTo-To BBIKpHKHMBAJ MO3/IpaBJie-
HUSI, KTO-TO HEPBHO OOCY:K/aJ CIyYUBILEECs C COCEIOM, a OTKYJa-TO Jaxe JOHOCHICS Tulad — He
MHa4e KTO-TO U3 KOHKYPCAHTOK He c/iepKal 4yBcTB. KcaHap ke mpocHsil Takol YJIBIOKOM, CIIOBHO S
AENCTBUTENILHO MPUHSIIA €ro TpeiokeHre. BrITallMB MacCHBHOE KOJIBIIO C KPYITHBIM YepHBIM KaM-
HEM 13 KOPOOOYKH, OH aKKypaTHO Hajiel Ha MeHsl. MTHOBEHHE CJIOBHO JTIOOOBAJICS 9TOM KapTHHOM,
KOCHYJICSI TIOIEITYeM JIaJOHH M TOJIBKO TOCJIE STOrO COM3BOJIHII MOAHATHCS Ha HOTH. [Ipu3HaThes, ero
KOJICHOIPEKJIOHEHHOE TOJIOXKEHUE MEHS U3PSAHO HAIPSIraJio.

— TpoekparHoe ypa B 4ecTb OyyIeil ummneparpuiibl ApBUHbI! — pSBKHYJ OH.

— Vpa! Vpa! ¥pa! — c ynuBUTETbHON TOTOBHOCTBIO OTBETHMJI 3aJ1, 3ACTABUB MEHSI HEPBHO
B3JPOTHYTh OT HEOXUIAHHOCTH.
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Ha sTom HenpusiTHbIE CIOpPIIPU3bl HE 3aKOHYMIKCh. He ycnienu CTUXHYTh TPOMKHE M03/1paBJie-
HUS, KaK Ha TIOMOCTE PsiJIoM ¢ HaMu oObsiBIIIach cama Mpkanus. [Tpudem chenana 9To Tak HEOXH-
JaHHO, YTO KJISIHYCh, €CJY Obl HE UMIIEPATOP, YACP/KUBAIOIIUIA MOIO PYKY, sl MOTJIa OBl yIapHUTh I0CTO-
MOYTEHHYIO Kpuily. He 0050, Koraa nogKpablBaOTCs CO CITMHBI.

Kpuiia BCKMHYAa pyKd, U 3aJ1 OCTYIIHO cMoJiK. [yraiomiee equHOAyIINe, Kak UX TPEHUpPO-
BaJIM JUIs Takoro? 3areM Hakpbula pykamu Haim ¢ KcanapoM cruieTeHHsble J1a/IoHH, CKJIOHHUB TOJIOBY,
3aI1enTana MOJMTBY, a TIOC/e TPOMKO OObsSIBUJIA:

— Boruns 6rarocyioBisieT ceii cowo3!

3aJ1 BHOBb B30PBAJICS paIOCTHBIMU (M HE OUEHb) KPUKaMU. A 51 CMOTpeJia Ha JOBOJIbHOTO MMITe-
paropa 1 MeuTasa yaaputh ero. He nHade kak ero JmyHoe JOMOMHEHNE K HaleMy crieKTakmo. Kos-
HYCh, TOMY YE€JIOBEKY HE CTPAHOW HAJI0 YIPAaBJIATh, & 3aXOIYCTHBIM T€aTPOM, C TAKOH JIIOOOBBIO K
POMaHTHYECKUM TPECTABICHUSIM.

— BuoI iepeopiimim, — yiei0asch BCEM BOKPYT, IIEMHY/IA s KpaeM Tyo0.

— Jlymaete? — ycMexHyJICsl OH. — A MHE KaKeTcsl, BBIIILIO JOCTOBEPHO.

Bruta Ob BO3MOXKHOCTB, 51 OBl €My BBICKA3aJia BCE, HO K HaM YK€ CTPEMUJIMCh KaxkIyIIre
no3apaBuTh. [lepBoii Okazanack MMIIEpaTpuIa.

— Barrie Benm4ecTBO, BB yMeeTe YIUBIIATh, — C YJIBIOKOW 3aMeTHIa JKEHIIMHA, B TSKEJIOM,
TEMHO-3€JIEHOM, OapXaTHOM IUIaThe. — XOTb Obl TPEAYTPEIII, YTO OIPEIEITUIICS C BHIOOPOM, HETO/I-
HUK, — HIyTIMBO TOrPO3WJIa OHA TMaJIblIeM IMAChIHKY, C UHTEpecoM paccmarpuBasi MeHss. — Ho
paza, uTo Tl HAIles CBOIO CyAbOY, — BEepHY/Ia OHA HEXHBIN B3I K umrnepatopy. — [IpusHarbes,
yXke oracasnach, 4YTo Thl OCTAHEUIbCsI OIMHOKUM. Byb cuacTimB, JOpOrou.

Mmnepatpuiia KOCHY/1ach JIETKUM TIOLIENTyeM KM BEJTMKOBO3PACTHOIO ChIHA M BHOBb 0Opa-
THJIA JTIOOOTIBITHBIN B3IJIsL] HA MEHSI.

— Jlenu JIuHapusi, yBepsiio Bac, BbI CIIEaIIH JIy I BHIOOP, — CO BCE CEPbe3HOCTHIO 3asBUIIA
umreparpuia. — Bo3MOXHO, s IpeB3saTa, HO COMHEBAIOCh, UTO BB CMOTJI ObI HAlTH HoJiee JOCTOM-
HOT'O Y MPEeJaHHOro MYXKYMHY, TOBEPhTE MHE.

— 41 He cOMHEeBaIOCh, — BEXKJIMBO YJIBIOHY/IACH B OTBET.

Yro s morna orBetuTh? UTO MMIepaTop TOT ellle XKyK, a 9TO Bce MHCUeHupoBKa? Her yx,
MyCTh caM pa3OupaeTcsi ¢ poACTBeHHHKaMu. U eciy OH mpaBaa JA0OBepsieT POAHBIM, TO MOT Obl UX
MIPeAYyTPEINTh.

— K coxanenuio, HaMm He JI0BEJIOCh MO3HAKOMUTHCSA ¢ BaMu nodimmke. Ho 51 Takke He comHe-
Baioch B BeIOOpe Kcanzpa u Oymy ¢ HeTeprieHHeM K1aTh BOZMOKHOCTH TIOOOIIATHCH.

— 41 Toxe, BaIle BeTMUECTBO, — HEPBHO CITIOTHYB, M300pa3uia sl peBepaHc.

[TpoknsiThe, O TOM, YTO, MOMUMO JIOBJIM 3aTOBOPIIMKOB, MHE TPUIETCS N300pakaTh HEBECTY
niepe; UMIIepaTopcKOl ceMbeld, 51 He ogymaia. S 6pocuia kocoi B3misn Ha Kcanapa: Mbl Ha Takoe
HE JIOrOBapyBaJIUCh!

CrepyonyMy O3APABISATh HAC TIOJOILTA MIIA/IIINE POACTBEHHUKH UMIIEpaTopa.

— To3npassio, 6par, — co caepKrBaeMoil ycMenkon, 3ametniia Kupanusi, noka ee muiaji-
mui OpaT CBEpIMI MeHs JIIOOONBITHBIM U BECbMa HEJOYMEHHBIM B3MJISOM. — XOTS 51 O YeM-TO
TaKOM J0TabpIBaJIach, MOCJE TOTO CIyyJas. ..

— Kupa... — TuXo ¢ JIerkoit yrpo30il 3aMeTrI UMIepaTop.

— Mama feficTBUTENBHO MPEeAB3sTa, Bbl C HUIM HAMyuHTech, JIupaHus, — eXugHo 100aBuiIa
MIPUHIIECCA CIIEMATIBHO JJIS1 MEHSI.

— Kupa!

— brnarogapio 3a npeaynpexaeHue, Baile BHICOYECTBO.

Vike Mydych, ecy Obl Bbl TOJIBKO 3HAJM, TpuHIIecca. [IpuHI ke mpoOopMoTan yauBIeHHOE
no3apaBJieHre 1 ObUT yTaleH cecTpoid. Jlanbiie rnocnenopana OeCKOHEYHas! BEPEHHUIIA IPUIBOPHBIX.
OrneHuBaromye B3MJIs/Abl, HEJIOBKUE YIBIOKH, CyXye TO3/paBlieHUs — MPUIBOPHBIE MIOKA HE TIOHU-
MaJi, Kak OTHOCUTCA K Oymymiedt mmneparpurie. [Iycts ¢ Hauana otréopa MpoIuio MPUIMYHO Bpe-
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MEHH, HO U3-3a MTOCTOSIHHBIX IPOOJIEM HUKTO TaK U He YCIIes ITO3HAKOMUTBCS U IPUCMOTPETHCS K KaH-
augatkaM. U terepb OHM He TPEACTABIISAIN, YETO OT MEHS OXKUIATh U PAJOBaThCs JIM TAKOMY UCXOLY
i ropeBatb. Ho ObLJIO cpeiy MO3ApaBISIIONINX M HECKOJBKO JoAei, nosapasisBiumx Kcanmpa
MCKpEeHHe, MHE TaK Moka3anochk. CKkopee Bcero, 3To NpuOIMKEHHbIE U CIOIBMKHUKH. VIX s mocTapa-
JIach 3allOMHUTb. YBBI, Kak pa3 notomy, uyto Kcanap Mor 3pst UM JOBEpATh — yXke€ U3BECTHO, UTO
3aroBOPIIIMK 3aTECAJICS B €r0 OJIM3KOM KpPYTY.

Bpemst o, mozapapsiioniye He KOHYTNCh, U sl HAUMHAJA YCTaBaTh ybloaThesl. He 3Hao, Kak,
HO MMIIEPATOP YMYIPUJICS TO 3aMETUTh U NOZaTh KOMY-TO 3HaK. TyT ke uepeny Mo31paBiIsioux
000pBaJ FPOMKHUI CTYK U TOJIOC IJIallaTast:

— OOmbsaBIIsIeTCS NIEPBBIN TaHEl UMIIepaTopa U OyayIleld UMITepaTPHLIbI !

— Ilpouy nporenus, Hau BeIXof, — U3BUMHWIICS Kcanap npe oyepeiHbIM JIOpAOM U, MOJ-
XBaTUB MEHs 0] PyKY, OCHEUIWT YBECTH B LIGHTP 3aJa.

— 4 nmnoxo TaHIyI0, — 3aIunena s, MPoIokasi JaBUTh U3 ceOsl CYACTIIMBYIO YJIBIOKY.

— He nepesxuBaiite, 51 TaHIlyI0 XOpOIIO, — MOAMUIHYJI MHE UMIIEpaTop.

OnoMHUTBbCA HE ycnesa, Kak Mbl yKe CTOsUIM TOCpein MycToro TaHumnosna. Mimneparop yse-
PEHHO TIOJIOKWII PYKY MHE Ha TaJIuIo, IPUKaJl K cede U TpsiHy/1a My3bika. K cuacTeio, 3T0 oKazascs
3HAKOMbIII MHE TaHell, TaK 4TO 51 HE CIIOTKHYJIach Ha MEPBBIX ke TaKTaxX, a MOAXBATHJIA €ro 1iar.

— Bupaure, Bce He Tak TUIOXO.

— D70 BBl ceryac Mpo TaHEl| WIX PO Ballle NpeACTaBlIeHue? — CKENTUYECKU IIISHY/a 5 B
OTBET.

— Bam He nonpaswiocs? MHe Kazanoch, KaxIas JIeId MeUTaeT O CTOJIb POMAaHTHUYHOM
MOMEHTE.

— 4 He Kaxpas.

— C 3TUM 5 He MOT'Y IOCTIOPUTb.

Harm B3r1s1/161 BCTPETHIIMCH, MTHOBEHHE MOTYAIMBOM OOpBOBI, U 1 IEPBOW OTBEJIA CBOM.

— Ilouemy BbI He TipeynpeanIv poaHbix? Bel roBopuiy, 4To goBepsiere uM. Moriu XoTs Obl
pacckasarhb, YTO IMOMOJIBKA ITPOMJIET CETO/HS.

— He mor. O ToM, uTO 51 cerogHs 0ObsIBIIIO O CBOEM BHIOOpE, He 3HAJI HUKTO. Kpome *KpHIibl.

BoT TyT s cnoTKHYyJach, HO, K CYACThio, ObUIA TYT ke MOAXBaueHa MMIIEPATOPOM, TaK MOIO
OIUJIOIIHOCTh He 3aMeTWIM. Bripouem, 3a Bpems TaHIa K HaM yKe MPUCOEJUHUIIOCh MHOXKECTBO Y-
TUX Map.

— Hukro?

— Koneuno. MHe He XOTeJI0Ch, YTOObI 3TOT TOP;KECTBEHHbI MOMEHT HaM ucropTuin. [1pu-
IIUIOCh 3aCTaTh BCEX BPACIUIOX, — Cepbe3HO 3ameTn1 Kcanap.

— A xak xe uenurens? U crpaxa B kppuie? Baill nopTHO#, B KOHIIE KOHLIOB?

— He cniopio, T0, 4TO 51 Oonpenenuics ¢ paBopuUTKOM, OblI0 oueBuaHO. Ho uTO 51 cToib cTpe-
MUTEJIBHO 3aKOHYY KOHKYPC, HE Ipearoiarajl HUKTO.

Taxk, Torga g 4ero-To He IIOHUMAIO. ..

— Ecnu BBl He X0TenH, 4ToOBl KTO-TO J0Tafajics O CErofHsIIHEN TOMOJIBKE, TO TIOYEMY TaK
CBEpJIMJIA MEH$ B3IVISIOM Ha IpejcTtaBiieHnn? 51 ;ymarna, 3To MpoBOKalus 18l 3aroBOpIIMKOB. Bech
BeYep onacasach €CTb WIK IIUTh, YTO-TO B 3aJIE.

— Jlunapus, BbI 3ps Tak nepexuBaav. Bel MOIIM CIIOKOMHO €cTh U NMUTh Ha npueme. Mue
Terepb CTHIIHO, — YyTh Ka4HYJI FOJIOBOW UMIiepatop. — KTo Okl MOT MOIyMaTh, 4YTO MOE UCKPEHHEe
BOCXMILIEHUE UCIIOPTUT BaM Bevep.

— To ecTb, 310 He ObLIa MPOBOKAIHSA?

— JluHapusi, Bl OTKa3bIBa€Te MHE B YEJIOBEYHOCTH. $1 BCero Jmiib ObUT UCKPEHHE MOpakeH
BalllUM BEJIMKOJIETIMEM, — CKJIOHHMBIIKCH UyTh OJVKe, IIernHysl MHe Ha yxo Kcanap. — Bsl mpe-
KpacHbl. f Bcerna 3Hau1, 9YTo BBl KPACUBBI, HO, O0I0Ch, CETOHS 00 STOM CTaJIO M3BECTHO BCEM OCTaJIb-
HbIM. ] HauMHAI0 PEeBHOBATD.
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— BuI mpeyBenmumBaere. DTa 3aciyra Baliero MopTHOro, — OTCTPAHMIIACH 51, YYBCTBYSI, Kak
3aropesoch yXo, ONaJ€HHOE TOPSTYUM JbIXaHUEM.

— IOBenup Juib 3aHUMAETCsl OIPAHKON KaMHs, OTKPbIBasi €ro KpacoTy okpy:xawommm. Ho
MIPEKPACHBIM KaMEeHb M3HAYAILHO CO3/IaeT MPUPOJA.

— K cnoBy... Ocanute, noxaiyiicTa, CBOEro I0BelIMpa, — BCIIOMHIIA 51 M BEpHYJIa B3IV K
Kcanzpy, He cKpbiBasi HEJOBOJILCTBA.

— B cmbicne?

— OH 3ag9BWI MHE, YTO TOTOB IIPEOCTABUTh ICKU3bI CBAJICOHOTO TUIAThs B OJIVIKAIIiee BpeMs.
Hagerocs, He ¢ Bamiei nogaun?

— Her, — 4yTh HaXMypuJiIcs MyX4unHa. — Bripouem, He BUKY B 9TOM podniembl. [TomonBka
MpeAronaraeT JajbHemyo cBagp0y. Hapsa K TakoMy TOpKEeCTBY FOTOBUTCS JJOJITO, HACKOJIBKO S
3Ha10. EcTecTBEeHHO, YTO OH pelvi He 3aTATUBaTh.

— A MHe Bce ke KaKeTcs, 4TO 3TO MOCIEeNIHo, — Mpoinurnena . — He obeprercst i 310
JIMIIIHAMU TpaTamu?

— IloBepsbTe, MOsI Ka3Ha BBIAGPKUT TAKOH yaap, Kak OfIHO TulaThe. Byier MouM rmogapkom.

Hernpo6uBaemoli yBepeHHOCTH MYKYMHA.

— 41 He moOuTeNTh MOOOHBIX MOJAPKOB.

— He BonHyiiTeCh, IIaBHBIN MOJAPOK HA HAITy IOMOJIBKY OTITPABMIICS K BaM Ha POIUHY.

3HauUT, BOCHHYIO TIOIIEPXKKY JUIsl OXpaHbl PYyIHUKOB UMIIEpPATOp yxke HampaBwil. JIuHapus
Oyner paaa. YauBUTeIbHAsI CKOPOCTh, KOTIa OH BCE YCIIEBaeT.

— buaronapio.

— He cromr.

TaHer 3aKOHYUJICS, U 5 BBIIOXHYJIA C 00JIerdeHreM — OKa3aJI0Ch, YTO KOMITAaHHSI OTHOTO UMITe-
paropa MeHs HarpsiraeT He MeHbIIIe TOIbI MPUABOPHBIX. OcoOEHHO, Korja oH Tak Omm3ko. CTonno
HaM TIOKMHYTb TaHIIEBAIBHYIO IUIOAIKY, K Kcanapy noackouw siopa Papcet ¢ BaKHBIM BOITPOCOM,
yeMy s gaxe o0paioBaach. Beiiactcsi BOSMOKHOCTb MEPEAOXHYTh OT BHUMAHHSI UIMITEPATOpa, KOTO-
POro y MeHs Teriepb OyeT CIUIIKOM MHOTO.

— Jlenqu Jlunapusi, 6010Ch, MHE TIPUIETCS] OTOMTH HEHAJIONITO, — HAXMYPHBIIHUCH OOEPHYJICS
KO MHE MyX4KHa. — BbI cripaButech?

Sl mocMoTpesa Ha Hero HeIOyMEeHHO — YTO 32 TJIyIble BOIPOCHI?

— Koneuno, cripaBnsiiock. He chensT sxe MeHsl TpuABOpHbIE.

— 41 6b1 He ObUT Tak yBepeH, — mpodopmoTan Kcanap ceGe moa HOC, Mocie 4ero KOCHYJCS
Moel pyku noneiyeM. — I[loctapaiock BEpHYThCS KaK MOXKHO CKOpee, — M CKPbLICS B TOJIE BCIIE]
32 CBOUM CEKpeTapeM.

A s octayiach OIHM Ha OAMH C TOCTAMHU. Eciu oHUM ymMasu, 9To s CTaHy JIerKoi JOObIYel, TO
3psi. BeipaskeHue nuiia NopaBHOLYIIIHEE, TOH roJIoca MOXOJoIHee, KOPOTKUE OTBETHI — M KOJIMYECTBO
KaKIYIIUX TOOOMIATHCSI CTPEMUTENIBHO YMEHbIaeTcsl. Belb MHe HeT HeOOXOAUMOCTH HAJIAKMBATh
OTHOILICHUSI C TPUABOPHBIMHU, HAJIONTO 51 B CTATYCE HEBECTHI HE 3a/IEPKYCh.

Koraa ocHOBHO# MOTOK MO3PaBISIOIIUX HaYal UCCSKATh, B 9Ty Yepey BKIMHUINCH U HeBe-
cThl. M3bsipa mo3pasisiyia MEHsI €/1Ba JI He CKBO3b 3yObl, HEIOBOJILHO CBEPKAsl TEMHBIMHU IJ1a3aMH.
UygcTBylo, eci Kcanap He mocnenmr otociath KaHIUIATOK TIOMOM, TO JIEOH TOMbITaeTCs: coOas-
HUTD €ro JIIOOBIMU JIOCTYITHBIMU criocobamu. MeHs OHa U ceiiyac He CUMTasia 3a CONepHUITY — HaBep-
HsIKa AymaJa, 4To s MoOeauIa JIUIIb U3-3a TUTYA. Jlemu AHpucca Toxe He BhIpa3uiia BOCTOpra, HO
XOTs1 ObI cMoIvIa yaepxkarhb auio. Jleqn Mupanusi BOCHpUHSIA HOBOCTb O MTPOUTPHIIIIE CIIOKOHHO U
paBHOayIIHO. C I0KHON J0JIel paJoCTy MO3IpaBuiia MEeHsI C IOMOJIBKOW M BhIpa3uyia HaJIexkK Iy, 4To
uX nmpuracsT Ha cBaap0y. Ilonospesaio, uro Kcanap Oyner 00s13aH MpUIIacuTh MpeacTaBuTes el Bcex
TIO/IBJIACTHBIX KOPOJIEBCTB, & 3HAUMT, TPAKTHUECKH BCEX MPOUTPABIIHX JIeByIIeK. Kakoii cuactbe, 4To
sl HE CTaHy CBUJIETEJIbHUIIEW TOU HENPUSATHON BCTPEUM.
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[NocneqauMu MO3ApaBUTh MEHsI TIOOILIM Te, C KeM 51 o0mmanack Oosnbiiie Bcero — Kiaynus,
Hapuna u lanpus. Y Bun y neByiiek ObUT CKOpee yAMBICHHBIN, YeM PaJOCTHBIN.

— Jlegu JIuHapus. .. TO TaK HEOKUAAHHO, HO s TIO3PABJISIO BAC C 9TOM OO0, — KPETKO
OOHSIB MeHsI, HeyBepeHHO ynblOHynack Knaynus. — f1...mpoctute, HO s BCe elle HEMHOTO BJTI0OIeHa
B MMIIEpaTopa, U He MOTY pajioBaThcsl OT Beel aymm. Ho 51 00s13aTenbHO CrIpaBiioch ¢ STUMU 1yB-
CTBAMH M HAWIy CBOIO HACTOSIIIYIO JII0OOBb. U 5 mpaBaa cumTaio, 4To Bbl JOCTOMHBI TUTYJIA UMIIEpa-
TpUIIbl, — POOKO B3IJISIHYJIa OHA Ha MeHs. — f pajia, 4To BBl ocTaHeTech B cronuie. Hagetocs, 4ro
MBI CMOXEM APYKUThb U AAJIbIIIE.

— bnaronapio Bac, neau Knayausi, — c yabI0Koi pUHSIA 51 €€ HEeJIOBKHE TIO3IpaBJIeHUs. —
41 Toxe pama, YTo MBI CMOXkEM IIPOAOIKUTH oOImeHre. Haneloch Ha Balry mojiepkKy B AaTbHEHIIEM.
Bcee 7K€, Bbl JIYUIIC 3HAKOMBI C BLICIIIUM CBETOM. I[yMaIO, Bally COBETHI MHE IMMPUTOOATCA.

— Ja, s Bcex 3/1eCh 3HAI0, — TYT K€ JOBOJIbHO YJIBIOHYIAch AeByIIKa. — W Oyay paga moMoysb.

[Tonnep:xka MecTHOM Jiequ He noMelnaer. 1 He cnucana ee co cYeToB (XOTs JIequ BCe ke He
ObL1a MPUOMMKEHHON K UMITEPATOPCKOI CeMbe, YTOOBI OKa3aThCsl 3a1€CTBOBAHHON B 3arOBOpPE), HO
nH(pOpMaIre y Hee HaBepHIKA MOXKHO OyJeT pa3KHUThCS.

— Jlenu JIuHapusi, 4TO-TO TIOACKA3bIBAET, YTO BBl ObLIM B Kypce MPeJIOKEeHUs, He TaK Jin?
— ¢ XUTpO# yibIOKoi oTTecHmIa oT MeHs Knaynuio [llanpus. — He mpocTo Tak Bbl cerogHsi 0co6o
MOCTApPAIUCh C HApAIOM?

Uepecuyp ymHas Jiequ. B HEKOTOpOii cTeneHu kab OyeT ¢ Hell paccraBarbes. [llanpus ripu-
OblIa M3 JIPYrO CTpaHbl, € yyacThe B 3aroBOpe MCKJIOUUTH TpOIIe, YeM MeCTHBIX jeau. U c ee
HaOJTIOATEILHOCTHIO M YMOM, OHA Obl IIPUTOAMIIACh MHE TIPU ABOpPE. YBBI, CKOPEEe BCETro, CErofiHsI Mbl
C Hel BUEUCH B MOCIETHUN pa3.

— TloHsATHS HE UMeEIo, O YeM Bbl, — U300pa3uJIa s HejoyMeHue. — J1Jist MeHs 9TO CTaJIo TaKon
K€ HEOXKMJAaHHOCTBIO, KaK U 1JI1 BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX.

Oco0eHHO TO, KaKuM 00pa3oM 3TO, MPOKJISTOE MecKaMu, Ipeaiokerue Obputo caenano. Cua-
CTb€, YTO HUKTO U HUKOIrJa B 'MJIbAUH HE Y3HACT PO 3TOT MOMEHT.

— Kak ckaxere, — SIBHO He TIOBepHB, KUBHYJA Jienu. — [lo3apapisiio Bac, Bbl 30Ty dmIia
AENCTBUTENTHHO MPEKPACHOTO MYKUMHY. MOTy MPU3HATBCS, YTO TOke Oy/ly BaM HEMHOT'O 3aBUI0BATb.
Ho s paga, 4To OH J0CTaHEeTCs UMEHHO BaM, — JIEBYIIIKA OpOCHia KPaCHOPEYMBBIN B3IJISI B CTO-
POHY JpYTUX MPOUTPABIIMX JIE/IM, HEJOBOILHO OOCYKAABIIUX YTO-TO B CTOpPOHE. — $1 Mory OBITH
CIIOKO¥HA 3a cyapOy umrnepun. Kenaio Bam, 4ToObI 3TOT Opak Mpapa He MUMeJ MOTUTUIECKOH MOojI0-
IUIEKU. B Hammx Kpyrax Tak Majo MCKpPEHHHMX YyBCTB U NpUBs3aHHOCTEW. Baima ¢ umneparopom
UCTOpPUs JTIOOBU MOTJIa Obl CTaTh HAJIEKIOW HAa CUACTIIMBBIN OpaK AJIsl OCTAIbHBIX.

Comuesatoch. Ecnit b1 uMTiepatop rpasza )eHUJICs Ha MPOCTOM HAeMHUIIE, & He Ha KPOHITPUH-
1iecce cocefHer CTpaHbl, UCTOPHsI MOIJIa Obl BHIMTH CKa30uHOM. Ho eBa /i1 KTO MOBEPUT B UCKPEH-
HOCTb YYBCTB IIpaBUTECJIA OI‘pOMHOﬁ UMIIEpUN U HaCJIe)IHOfI IMPUHLECCHI prI‘Oﬁ CTpaHbl 1 BAOXHO-
BUTCS ITPUMEPOM. HHH BCEX OYEBUIHO JIMIIb TO, YTO A IMPOCTO HOIIY CaMbIA BBICOKMI TUTYJI Cpean
KaH/IU/IaTOK.

— BpnI npeyBenmmunBaete, neau Llanpus. Bnpouewm, cacu6o 3a Balie HamyTCTBHE.

[Nocnenuen nmo3npasisaTh MeHs B3siach HapuHa.

— Jlenu JIuHapus, s COTIaCHA, YTO UMIIEPATOP CAENAN JTyUIIUi BBIOOP, — MOYEMY-TO HEMHOTO
IPYCTHO CMOTpeJia OHa Ha MeHs. — YBepeHa, 4TO M3 Bac BHIAET NpeKpacHass ummneparpuna. Ero
BEJIMYECTBO MOXKHO TIO3J]paBUTh. A BOT HACUET Bac 5 He yBepeHa. He 3Halo, mouemy Bbl COTTTaCHIIHChH
MIPUHSTH TIpeIoKeHre. MHe MoKa3aaoch, YTO Bac He CIIMIIKOM paayeT otoop. 1 6otock, Bam Oyner
TPyIHO. MecTo uMIeparpuipl KeJaHHO MHOTUMHM, HO JaJIeKO He BCE MOHUMAIOT, KaKUe OMacHOCTH
COMYTCTBYIOT 9TOMY TUTYITy. Haneiock, Bbl MOHUMaeTe, Ha YTo uaeTe. 3HaiTe, uTo 5 Toxke Oy/1y roToBa
BaM IIOMOYb. BO3MO)KHO, A HE TaK BXOXa B BBICHIME KPYI'U, Kak KJIayIII/IH, HO KO€-4YTO 3Halo.

— Bnaropapio 3a npeaynpeskieHue U NonAepxkKy, jJenu HapuHa, — HeyBepeHHO KMBHYJIA 5
B OTBET.
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JloBonbHO cBOeoOpa3Hoe nosapasieHue. CKpbIToe MpeaynpeskaeHue uim yrpo3a? Hapuna, kak
u Kimaynust, octaBayiach cpejii MOMX MO03peBaeMbIX. M B CJIOBaX XOJIOAHOM JieJ MOKHO ObLIO HAWTH
U yrpoxarooumii noarekct. Ho... oHa B TeueHHne Bcero ordopa OTIMYaiach MOJO3PUTETHHOCTHIO U
onaciaMBocThio. M neu orpeneneHHo 3paBo OLIEHUBAET, YeM IPO3UT TUTYJT UMIiepaTpulibl. Kak Obl
TaM HU OBLIO, B BBICIIIEM CBeTe 51 Oy/ly 3HATh JIMIIIb STHX JIBYX, U TIOTOMY UMEHHO WX MHE MPHUICTCS
Jepkarh OJ1ke Bcero. XOTs MOHOCTHIO TOBEPSTH sl He CMOTY HU ofHOU. CMEIITHO TyMaTh, HO ceiJac,
oonbiie yeM JIMHapuu, s MOTY IOBEpATH JUIIb caMoMy Kcanapy. A Belb COBCeM HeJaBHO OH ObLI
OJJHOM W3 TJIaBHBIX YIPO3.

— JloGpeiii Beuep, Jiequ, — OObsSBUIICS PSAIOM M CaM ITpeAMET MOMX pa3MbliiuieHuit. — Hane-
10Ch, Bbl HE JIa€Te CKydaTh MOEH MpeKpacHou HeBecTe?

— Yro BHI, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, — C HACMENUTNBON ybIOKou 3asiBriia [llanpus. — CerogHs B
9TOM 3aJIe CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO TeX, KTO ObLT Obl paji pa3Bieys Jiequ JInHapuio. Bam He cTOUT OCTaBsATH
ee HaJoJIro OHy — OO0I0Ch, Balllv MPUIBOPHBIE PACTEP3aI0T e, KeJasi TO3HAKOMUThCS TIOOIMIKE.

— buaronapio 3a npenynpexaenue, eau [lanpus. [lymaro, BbI U camu 3Haete, yto JluHapus
HE TOT YeJIOBEK, KOr0 MOXHO JIETKO 3aIyraTh, TeM 0oJiee OOBIYHBIM apHCTOKpaTaM, — YCMEXHYJICS
Kcanzp, 6pocrB Ha MeHST HEXKHBII B3I

— A BOT 51 ObI He OblTa TaK yBepeHa, — MpoOdopMoTaia cede Moj HOC, ¥ JIeIN PSIOM COTJIaCHO
XMBIKHYJIH.

— Torma s GnarogapeH, YTO BBl 3alIUTWIA MOIO HEBECTY OT JIMIIIHETO BHUMAaHUS, — YyThb
CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY UMITEPATOP.

— Uro BBI, 3TO OBIJIO HaM B pafocTh. Hanelock, BHI MpUIiacuTe Hac Ha cBaibOy? — He crana
TepATh Bpemenu [llanpus.

— Hecomnenno. [lymaio, Bbl OlHA U3 HEMHOTUX, KOro JIMHapus NeHCTBUTENILHO OyJeT pajaa
BU/IETh HA TOPKECTBE.

— EcrectBeHHO, — BBIIaBUIIA 51 YIILIOKY B OTBET.

KoneuHo, nmneparop oTMeTw1, uto s 6;1m3Ka ¢ 3tuMu Jieau. Ho 91u 6eckoHeUHble pa3roBOpHI
0 cBa/IbO€ OTKPOBEHHO HEPBUPOBATH. XOTHI Mbl 00a 3HAJI, UTO ee He OyJeT, He TaK Jin?

— Ilpoctute neau, MHe He TEPIMTCS Pa3deSMTh CO CBOSH HEBECTOM ellle OAMH TaHell, — He
AoXHUIasch oTBeTa, Kcanap nmoaxpBari MeHs Mof JIOKOTb.

— He cimmikom 1 9acTo Bbl yIIOMHUHAETe CIIOBO HeBecTa? — OpocuIia sl Ha Hero HeOBOJIBHBIN
B3MJIsA[l, €JBa MbI OTAAJIMINCH OT OBIBIIIUX HEBECT.

— MHe HpaBUTCS, KaK OHO 3BYYUT.

— MHe He HpaBuTCH.

— Torna ny4ie — modumas?

S TYT Ke CHOTKHYJach, HO OblJTa BOBpeMsI IIOAXBaueHa numrepaTtopoM. Tombko BMecTo Onaro-
JAapHOCTH, OH TOTYYMJT OCYKAAIOMIUI B3IJISI.

— 41 ¥ TaK TUIOXO TaHIYIO, & BHI €Il MPOBOIMPYETe MEHs Ha OIIMOKM CBOMMHU 3asIBICHUSIMU.
Bam e nmotom u OyzieT CTBIIHO 32 HEBECTY.

— 3a Bac MHe HHKOI/a He OyleT CTBIIHO, — 3aBepHJI OH MEHs, Kperie MprkuMast K ceoe,
B HapyIlleHHe BcexX MpaBmil 3Tuketra. — Ho, ecim Bl onacaetech BCEOOIEro NOpUIaHus 32 MEJIKUe
OIIMOKM B TaHIIE, 3Ty MPOOJIEeMy JIETKO PEeIluTh.

Korga s onyTuna, Kak MeHsl MSITKO OKYThIBAaeT IIPOXJiaga 3HAKOMOUM Maruw, jiesasi Teso Jerdye
1 OyKBaJIbHO TO3BOJISIS IBUTAThCSI, HE Kacasch MOJIa, Y MEHs UyTh IJ1a3a Ha JI00 He ToeXallu.

— BbI uTO TBOpHUTE? — TpOIIUIENa S HAa TPaHU CIIBIIIMMOCTH, Opocasi HEPBHbBIC B3IJISI/IbI
BOKpyr. Ho Obuto oueBMaHO, 4TO BCE I1a3a ceiiuac oOpaiensl Ha Hac. — C yma conutn! Bac xe
packpoiot!

— JloBepbTech MHE, JIe[Ii, — CHUCXOAUTEIHHO YIIBIOHYJICS UMITEPATOP. — I BCIO KU3HB CKPbI-
Bal0 CBOM CIMIOCOOHOCTH, TIOBEPBTE, s 3HAIO, YTO Jesain. HUKTO He 3ameTur.
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— Kro-T10 yx)e 3amermit! — crapasich yaepxarhb JMIO, IpoLieauia . — BcrnomHuTe, Kak Bac
noactpenuin. Y HemenieHHo npekpaTure!

JIUI0 My>KYMHBI IOTEMHEJIO, ¥ Marksi BOKPYT MEHsI TYT ke pa3Besiylach, 3aCTaBIsisl MEHsS CHOBA
3aIHYTHCS OT OLTYIIEHHUsI 3eMJIU TI0]] HOTaMH.

— IIpocrtute, — 3aMeTHI UMIIEPATOP, TPUKPHIBASI MOIO OTLIOIITHOCTb.

— BpI cymacOpon! — mpoGopmotana si. — Hemnb3si Tak OTKPBITO CAaBaTh CBOW TJIABHBIN
KO3BIPb. YIMBIISIOCh, KaK Bac PaHbIIe HE PACKPLIH.

— JluHapus, 3TOT JBOpEl OYKBAIBLHO ObLT CO3/IaH, YTOOBI CKPBHIBATH OCOOEHHOCTH TPABSIIIIETO
porna, — Cyxo OTBETHUJI UMIIepaTop. — B ero creHax HUKTO He CIIOCOOEH OIIYTUTh, UTO S JIeNalo.

— 4 310 OmIyTHIIA.

— IloTomy 4TO BBI yk€ 3HaeTe.

Sl nuuIb 9y Th KaYHYa TOJIOBOM — MOKHO U HE HaJesIThCS €ro repeyoeinTb.

— JluHapusi, BaM MpUAETCS HAYYUThCS JOBEPSATh MOMM pEIIeHUsIM, — T00aBUIJI MYKUMHA C
YKOPU3HOM B roJIoce.

— Hecomuenno. Ecnit 910 OyayT 31paBble pelieHus.

JloBepus Ha TyCTOM MecTe He ObIBaeT. A Hallle oKa OCHOBAHO JIUIITh HAa B3aUMHO MOAMUCAHHON
Oymare.

— JlagHo, 310 MBI eme 06cynuM. YTo-HUOYIh MHTEPECHOE TIPOU3O0IILIO, TIOKAa MeHs He ObLIo?

— He ckazasia Ob1. A BbI 0OXKHMJQJIN HETTPUSTHOCTEN?

— Bupyr kT0-TO cpa3y nogoimesn 66l K BaM ¢ BOIPOCOM, HACKOJIBKO BbI JIOSUTbHBI KO MHE M HE
XOTHUTE JI U30aBUTHCSA? — YCMEXHYJICSA OH 0e3paloCTHO.

— Taxoro He 6bUT0. A BOT O TOM, UTO 51, BO3MOXHO, C/ieJIajia He JTYIIHiA BEIOOp, MEHsI Tpey-
MPeININ, — TIOJIENTIIACH I, PEIIMB OCAAUTD MYKUHHY.

— Kwupa... — npoBopuai oH.
— Her, 3710 OblIIa He Bala cecTpa, a OAHA U3 HEBECT.
— ObuaHo. ..

— Ay Bac 4To npou3ouuio?

— Huuero cepbe3HOro, — OTMaxHYJICSI MY KUMHA.

— CrpaHHO, — HaxXMypWIach sl.

— Yro?

— Kak-To c/MIKoM THXO 1 MUPHO BCE MTPOXOJUT, HE HaxoauTe?

— IloTomy-To 51 1 Iepkan Bce B cekpete, — ycMexHyJcst Kcanap. — MHe He X0TeJ0Ch, YTOObI
HaM UCTIOPTWJIA MOMEHT. Tak 4To JaBaiite mpoCTO HACTAJUMCS TAHLIEM.

Moxet ObITh, s ¥ TIpaBaa Obl UM HaclaauiIach. Mimmeparop ObUT XOPOIIMM MapTHEPOM, OCO-
OEHHO eclii He JieJla)l HeYMECTHBIX 3aMevaHuid. §1 nake Havasa MmojayvaTh YIOBOJIbCTBHE OT MY3bIKU
u tanua. Ho, yBbI, HEoJITO.

Bo Bpems BToporo TaHIia, st IO4yBCTBOBaJIA, KaK 3aIIEBEJIMIOCh HA KPal0 CO3HAHUS YYThe Ha
HenpusATHOCTU. [1e-To psAmomM Opoauia onacHOCTh. B3rsan TyT ke 3ackoib3ui o 3ainy. [Tortonok?
Her, Bpone ¢ Hum Bce B nopsake. OkHa? Het, Mbl 1a€ko OT HMX, JaKe CaMbli JIyUIIUN CTPEIOK
He rnomnajer. 3HauuT, roctu? BOKpyr CTOJIBKO TaHIYIOIIMX Tap, Kak HailTh Tex cambix? U Bce ke s
HallUa.

Morsonoi Myk4uHa, BEIyIIMIA B TaHIIe HE3HAKOMYIO OJIOHAMHKY, He CBOMIUII 37I0OHOTO B3IJIsiIa
C 3aThlIKa umrneparopa. [laxke yIuBUTENIBLHO, YTO TOT HE TOYYBCTBOBAJ STy BIPHI3AOIIYIOCS B HETO
HEHABUCTb.

— YT0-TO HE Tak? — TYT K€ YTOUHUJI UMIIepaToOp y MEHsI.

— Her, Bce B nopsike.

A cMeHy MOero HacTpOeHHsI OH 3aMeTUJI TYT ke. Bce ¢ HuMm sicHo. Ho maHvky nogHUMarh paHo.
Barsaa, sto auie B3mIsiA. YTo 3TO 32 My)KUMHA MOXKHO y3HATh TIOTOM, a MOKA JIy4YIlle HE BbI3bIBATh
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noyio3peruii. OYeBUAHO, UTO JIMYHBIE PETEH3UHU K UMIIEPATOpy y HEro MMEIOTCs, HO B TaKOH TOJIe
OH K€ He PUCKHET...

Pucknyn!

OuepeHOM OBOPOT B TaHIIE, U 5 IOHMMAIO, YTO X Mapa OKa3ajlach COBCEM PSIOM C HaIlIei.
W Brpyr 3TOT cyMacIe v, OTTOIKHYB MapTHEPIIy, BHIXBATHJI U3-32 TIA3yXU KMHKAJ U C TOPSIIAM
HEHABHCTBIO B3IJISIIOM KMHYJICS B CTOPOHY UMIieparopa!

OnacHOCTh KAaKMM-TO HEBEIOMBIM 00pa30M UMIIEPATOP OLILYTHJI. S TOIBKO FOTOBMIIACH pa3Bep-
HYTb Hac, 4ToObl 00e3BpEINTh HEBEAOMOTO Ticuxa, Kak KcaHap cam epHys1 MeHsI B CTOPOHY, YBOJIS
u3-nof yaapa. Ho s Toxe He oruiomiana, ycreB MpUIeIbHO MHYTh He3aJaWIMBOr0O YOHAIly KaOIyKoM
B KOJIEHO. XOTb Ky/1a-TO TY(hJIU CTOAMIIUC.

Jlyuie Obl He epraiachk JUNIHAN pa3! Pa3mancs 37106 BCKpUK, 3BYK PBYIIENCS TKAHU W MOIO
HOT'Y TIPOH3MJIa 60 — Majasi, STOT UAUOT Mope3ai MeHs!

Hakowerr, B 3aj1e oco3Haym mpousortie/iiee. VICTOIHBIN KeHCKUI KPUK 000pPBaJI MY3bIKY.

— Crpaxa! Ha umneparopa Hanaimu!

— Jlunapus, Bce B opsike? — He oOpaiiast BHUMaHHS Ha IITYM U TIOI0EKABIINX CTPaKHUKOB,
cripocuit Kcanap, Kpenko nprskuMast MeHs K cede.

— Jla, — CKpuBWIACh 5 ¥ OIJISTHYJIaCh. [JBO€ CTPaKHUKOB yXke MPHKUMAIIHU K TIOy OTYAsSHHO
COMPOTHBJISIONIETOCS MYKYUHY, CBEPIISIIIET0 Oe3yMHBIM, TIOJTHBIM SIPOCTH B3IJISIOM UMIIEpaTopa.

— Mepazagen! Kak Tol ocmen oTHATH ee y MeHs1? HenaBrmky! OHa 1000Bb BCelt MOEH KU3HH,
a ThI TaK Jierko 3a0pai ee! [lymaerib, pa3 umriepatop, Bce MOkHO? 1 yobio Te0si! YObio 1 0CBOOOKY
ee OT TBOMX Jiall! — paccliblinaa s, 9TO Bepeliasa He3aJawInBbii youiina. Y mopsiioyHo yIuBriIach.
Ila 1 He TOJIBKO S1.

— Jlunapus? — nepesen Kcanap Xxmypblii B3I HA MEHS.

— TonbKo MocMeinTe 3aMKHY ThCsI, — MPOIIHIIENA, CPasy MOHSB, K Y€MY OH KJIOHUT. — ] 3T0ro
THIA TIEPBBIA pa3 B KU3HU BUKY. CKOpee 3TO OTTOJIOCKH BAITUX TIOXOXKICHUM.

To, uto JInHapus HUYEro He 3Haja Mo ero (PaBOPUTKY, HE 3HAYMT, UTO €€ HeT.

— 51 TOYHO Y HErO HUKOTO HE YBOAWII, — MOMOPIIWJICS UMIIEpaTop, IS/, Kak OeCHYIOIErocst
MapHs CKPYTUIM ¥ CWJION TTOBEJIM IIPOYb U3 3aJ1a.

— VBepeHbI? — XMBIKHYJIA f1.

— AX, y nienu kposu! Y sienu JInHapuu KpoBb! — pa3jasicsl UCIyTaHHBIN B3/10X T71€-TO PSIJIOM.
— llemurens!

[poxsiThie necku, He Moy poMoryars! [lnaTee e KpacHoe, He3aMETHO AOJKHO OBITh!

— Jlunapus, Thl paHeHa? — TYT e B3sJICS 00ECIIOKOEHHO ocMaTprBaTh MeHs Kcanap v noutu
cpasy Hailes pa3pe3 Ha nopoie. — JluHapus, s ke cripocun!

He noxupasice oTBera, MyKYWHA TIOIXBATWJI MEHS Ha PYKHM W CIEHIHBIM IIarOM TIOHEC U3
3asa. McnyranHsle pUaBOPHBIE pacCTyNaIUCh MIEPel HAaMU, He TiepecTaBasi mentarbces. [Ipeacrasmo,
KaKMe CITyXH TOMOM3YT MO ABOPILY K 3aBTPAILTHEMY YTpY.

Jla, moMoJBKa IMpoIuia BrevaTisone. A Kak OylaeT pajg BUIeTh MeHs cTapyK-LenuTens. Kis-
HYCh, OH CKOPO TIOCOBETYET MUMIIEPATOpy 3arepeTb MeHsl B KOMHATE JI0 CaMOW CBaJbObl, €CJIM TOT
X04eT, YTOOHI S 10 Hee JOKWIA.
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I'naBa 3. Ecau Tbl yMpelb...

Kcanyip BbIHEC MEHS U3 3aJ1a C TAKOW CTPEMUTENILHOCTHIO, OYTO s OT MOTEPU KPOBH YMUPAJIA,
a He CJIerKa olaparnana HOry.

— KpbLU10 HEBeCT B APYroit CTOpOHe, — OTMETUJIA 51, KOTJIa Mbl CBEPHYJIU B HE3HAKOMBII KOpH-
J0p.

— MBpI HampaBisiemcsl He TyJa.

Pemmn cpasy k nemutemo otHectTr? Bbuto Obl, O YeM mepexuBarh, y MeHs Ha IUiede TMocie
6onta napanuHa xysxe obuta. Ho Teopust HacueT nienurens He noarsepAaniack. KomMHara, B KOTOpyio
MBI TTOTIAJIM, MUHOBAB HECKOJIBKO MOCTOB CO CTPakel, IBHO He ObLJIa IPUEMHBIM MOKoeM. 1 BooOie
TUIOXO ce0e TpeJICTaBIIsIa, YeM OHa MOXeT ObiTh. HeT, Bpy, mpearnonoxkeHusi ObLM, U OHU MHE He
HPaBUJIUCH.

Komnara, BbiieneHHasi MHe B noMecTbe JInHapuu, nmokasanach pockoiiHon? He roBops yxe
O TOM, IJie MBI KXW ceiyac... 3a0yabTe, Tenepb 5 MOHSIA, YTO TAKOE MO-HACTOSIIEMY IIMKApPHbIS
nokou. OfIHa TOCTHHAS 10 pa3Mepy OblIa OOJIBIIE, YeM TIOKOU, B KOTOPBIX MBI JKHJTH ceiidac. Orpom-
HbIe OKHA, OT T0JIa JI0 MOTOJTKA, 30JI0THCTO-OXPHUCTHIN PACITCHOM IIIEJIK Ha CTEHAaX U OOMBKe MeOeH,
MHOT'O MO30JI0THl U MHOTO cBeTa. Ele 31ech ObUin ABa MIMPOKUX ABEPHBIX MpOeMa, 32 OJHUM U3
KOTOPBIX $1 Pa3riisiiesia MaCCUBHBINA paOOUMii CTONI M KHUKHBIE CTEJLIakKH, a 32 IPYyTUM — YTOJI OTPOM-
HoM KpoBaru. Korjga mbl 3a1uiy, B MOKOSIX YOUPATUCh Cpasy MSATh TOPHUYHBIX, UCITYTAHHO BCKPUK-
HYBIIMX MPU HAIIEM MOSIBJICHUM.

— Ilycts npunumot ciona Kacrapuyca, — He 1715451 Ha MepenooNIUBIIYIOCS TPUCTYTY, Haval
pas3zaBaTh YKa3aHUsl UMIIEPAaTOp, aKKypaTHO MOCA/IMB MEHsI B Kpeciie, a HO'M YCTPOUB Ha KOEHHbIN
CTOJMK psiioM. — [IpuHecHuTe Teriyio BoAy U YUCTYIO TKaHb — MUJIEIU PaHEHa.

Craiika ropHUYHBIX TYT ke pa30Oexanach o KoMHaTam, a Kcanap He cMy1asch OTKUHYJ OAON
MOETO I1aThsl. HaxMypuUBIIHMCH, OCMOTpE IJIMHHBINA KPOBOTOYAIIHIA, HO HETTTyOOKHUH Mope3 Ha Moew
TOJIEHU 1, HE IPOPOHUB HU CJI0BA, COCPEIOTOYEHHO B3SUJICS PACCTErMBATh PEMEIIKH Ty(desieK Ha MOUX
IIHAKOJIOTKAX.

— 4 cama, — moTsHYyIach OBLIO, HO MEHS TIEPEXBATUIIN 32 PYKY, OCTaHABJINBASI.

— BBl yke 10cTaToyHO cAesany camu.

[Tpo3Byyasno oOBuHHUTENLHO. Ha MeHs1 oOuaenuch, uro u? 3a To, 4TO S PO LaparnuHy He
ckazana?

— W3 Hac nBOUX CEerojiHs UMEHHO BBl MPOSBUIM OOJIBILE CAMOCTOSITEIbHOCTU, — OypKHYJIa
4 ceOe 1oj HOC.

— BbI 0 ueM? — MOHSIT OH MpayHbIi B3MJISIT, U30aBUB MEHSI OT TIBITOYHBIX TY(EITb.

Sl mocnermia oTaepHYTh MO0 IJIAThs1, MPUKPbIBAs HOTU — JI0 IIPUXO/A JIEKAPsI TaM CMOTPETh
HE Ha 4To.

— O BareM opurrHajIbHOM TpeayioxkeHnu. 1 o GnarocioBeHUH OOrMHM.

— Bce, kak MbI 1OrOBapUBaIUCH.

— JlaBaiiTe 63 urp, Baile BeIMIeCTBO, — MOMOPIINIACH 5.

— IIpocro, Kcanap, — 3ametusn oH. — MbI Teniepb JOCTATOUHO OJIM3KU AJIsL STOTO.

— Bor 00 3TOM 5 M roBopi0, — mpomunena s 3Meil. M 3amorkia, moToMy 4To B KOMHATY
BEpHYJIaCh TOPHUYHAS, HECS IIMPOKYIO TUIOMIKY C BOIOW M TKaHb JIJIs OUHTOB.

— Yro-To eme, Munopa?

— Bl 3aKOHYMIM IOArOTABIMBATh IIOKOU ?

— [a, musnopn.

— Toraa cnycrurech, IpeAynpeanuTe CIIyr MUJIEIN U IOMOTUTE UM COOPaThCsL.

l'opH1YHAst BHOBB MTOKJIOHWJIACH M YO@Xkasia, OCTaBJIssA HAC HaeIuHe. A UMIIepaTop CHOBA OTKU-
HYJI TIOJIOJ T1J1aThsl C MOUX HOT Y, HAMOUMB TKaHb, MPUHSJICS aKKypaTHO MPOMOKATh MOpe3, CTUpasi
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KpOBaBble MOATEKU. S1 eBa ciepKuBasIach, YTOOBI HE OTOOPATh y HErO TPAIKY U HE 3aHATHCS TUM
camoi. Takast 3a00Ta OT MPAKTUYECKH UYKOTO YeJIoBeKa ObLIa. .. HeNPUBBIYHOW M HEKOM(OPTHOM.

— O 4em BbI XOTHTE MPEAYNPEIUTh MOUX CIIYT? — YTOYHUJIA HAIIPSIKEHHO.

— O TOM, 4TO OHM TEepee3KaloT.

— Kyna? — nacropoxwunace s1. — [Toyemy BbI periaete 6e3 MeHs1? 1 HUKy/1a He OTITYIITy CBOMX
CITy’KaHOK. DTO eIMHCTBEHHbIE JIIO/IN, KOTOPHIM $1 JOBepsiio BO 1Bopiie. M BooOie, Bee, UTo KacaeTcs
MOMX JTIOJIEN. . .

— OHM nepee3kaloT B 3TU MIOKOM BMECTE C BaMH, — 00OPBAJIA MOIO BO3MYILIEHHYIO peyb. —
He BonHyiitecs, s MpeKpacHO MOHUMAIO, YTO Bbl HE OCTABUTE CBOUX JIIOCH.

— U ubu 310 mokon? — yroynuia si. Cyas 1o Tomy, HACKOJIbKO OHM POCKOIIHBI. .. TOJIBKO He
TOBOpPUTE, YTO OH MeHs K cebe mocenui?

— Teneps Barm, — yabIOHYJICS MYXKYMHA, K&KETCs, IPEKPACHO IOHUMAs1, KaKHe MBICIH Opo-
WA y MEHS B TOJIOBE.

— A ObUTH YbU? — HAYMHAJIA YKE 3TUTHCSA 1, UYTO PUXOAUTCS TIO CJIOBY U3 HETO BHITACKUBATb.

— Huubn. D10 nokou Oymymielt ummneparpuiibl. Korna-to JaBHO OHM TpUHAAJIEKATIA MOEH
Matepu. Ho y:ke MHOTO JIET OHU CTOSUTM ITyCTBIMU. VIX OTKPBUIM TOJIBKO CErofiHs, JIIsl Bac.

Brox-Beiox, Kaiinuna, Tel onpeeneHHO NepeHepBHUYANA. 3arai 370CTH TYT e Crall, U s
3aCTBIAMIIACH — OH BCE-TaKM UMIEPATOP U B LIEJIOM OJIarOPOAHBIN YeIOBEK, BPSI JIK Obl CTAJ CEIUTh
HeBecTy BMecTe ¢ co0oi. O 4eM s TOJIbKO Jymala.

— A BBI TOBOPWJIM, YTO COXPAHMIIN IOMOJIBKY B TaliHe, — KPUBO YCMEXHYJIACh 51, PEIIIB CMe-
HUTH TeMy. — JlymaeTe, MO OCTaBUTh Oe3 BHUMAaHUS TOT (PaKT, YTO BbI OTKPBUTH MTOKOU OBIBIIIEH
umrnepatpuibl? HeynmuBuTeapHO, 4TO HamaeHue BCe Ke YCIeNU MOATOTOBUTb.

— $I mpuKkasaj moAroTOBUTH KOMHATY Y:Ke MOCIIe TOrO, Kak Mbl OOBSIBUIIM O TTOMOJBKe. Pain
3TOro MHE Y IPUIIIIOCh OCTABUTH Bac OJHY Ha O6ary. Ho BBl IipaBbl, Hara/ieHue BCe paBHO YMYAPHJIIHChH
MOAroToBUTh. ECIM 3TO HE CIIy4allHOCTh, U OHO HEe UMeeT HUKAKOTO OTHOIIEHHS K 3arOBOPIIUKAM,
— JIOCTaJICS] MHE TIOJO3PUTEbHbIN B3I/,

— Barie BenmuecTBO, MO3BOJIbTE HAIOMHUTD, UTO S IIpUeXalia B Ballly CTpaHy BIEpBbIS, U 32
BpeMsi 0TOOpa JIMIIIb ABAXbl BCTpeyasiach C MPUABOPHBIMU. S HUKOTO 371ech He 3Hal0, KpOMe Bac U
MPUOBIBIIMX CO MHOW MpUHLIECC. Bbl OBl JIydllle MPUIOMHUIA O CBOMX TTOXOXKICHHUSIX.

— Heudero Tyt npunoMuHaTh, — HaXMypHJICS My)KUrMHA. — ] yBepeH, 4To Hallli C HUM UHTe-
PECHI He MepeceKatcCh.

Bort TyT MeHs OsIBMIIOCHh HEXOpoIliee MOA03peHHe. A eciy 3T0 ObUT KTO-TO M3 3HAKOMBIX JInHa-
pun? OHa roBopuJia, 4To He Mocelana CBeTCKUX MEPOIIPUSITUI, HO 9TO HE 3HAYUT, UTO Y HEE COBCEM
He OBbUTO 3HAKOMBIX. Bpyr 310 ee moOoBHbIN HHTEpec? Boru, 4to oH Toraa pacckaxer Ha gompoce?
A IpOXBIO TPOOpalIo. ..

— BonpHO? — 06ecrnokoeHHo cripocuit Kcanap, youpasi OKpoBaBJIEeHHYIO TPSATIKY, HO ITPOJION-
XKasl MPUIEPKUBATh MEHS 32 paHeHyI0 HOTy. UecTHO roBOpsi, €ro pyKHd Ha MOEH TOJIeH! Harlpsirajiu
Kyzia OoJibllie mopesa.

— Her, nope3 s1 mouTH He 3aMeTHIIa, — OTMAXHYJIACh 51 U TOMBITAJIACh BRICBOOOJUTH HOTY M3
YyKMX PyK — HE OTITyCTHJI, MSITKO MPHUIEPKaB.

— He pBuraiitech, MOXeT ONSITh HAYaTh KPOBOTOYUTH, — IMOMPOCKIT MYKUYMHA. A TIOTOM OTO-
PBaJI B3MJIsA OT TIOpe3a M CTPOro MOCMOTPEST Ha MeHs. — 3a4eM BbI 3TO cieiain?

— Yro?

— 3auem BbI ero nHym? f yopan Hac uU3-ToA yaapa, Jabiine pazodpanack Obl cTpaxka. W3-
3a TOTO, YTO BBl MBITAIMCH TIOCTABUTh MY TMOAHOXKKY, TOJIBKO CAMH M MOCTPAIaJId, — XMYPO BBHITO-
BapyBaJI MHE UMIepaTop. — MBI ke C BaMU JIOTOBOPWJIMCh, YTO BBl BefieTe cedst OaropasyMHO M
TMI03BOJIsIETe OXpaHe Je1aTh CBOIO0 PadoTy.
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Kto 681 eme roBopust mpo OmaropazyMHocTh! CHEKTakiIb ¢ MpeAIoKeHHEM TaKUM TOYHO He
BeIIVIAAE! A IpO OXpaHy... HE CJMILKOM $ el JoBepsia. Beap oHM mpomopraiv He3agauivBOro
HAaraJaolero 1 MoAyCTUIM €ro Ha PacCTOsIHUE yaapa K UMIeparopy.

— Jlymaerte, 51 cielMalIbHO €T0 yAapuia? — pelinjia UrpaTh B HECO3HaHKY. — Bbl MeHs Tak
PE3KO JepHy/IU Ha ceOsi, 4TO sl IPOCTO OCTYNMWIACh. 3amyTajiach B HOTax, a 3TOT CyMacIIeqIIuil 00
MeHS$ 3aIHyJICH.

Nmneparop cMoTpen Ha MeHs ¢ MO03PEHNEM — TaKOTrO TaK MPOCTO He nposeaenib. Ho yBu-
JETh TOYHO, YTO TOTJa MIPOM30IILIO, OH HE MOT, a TIOTOMY M JJOKa3aTeJbCTB, UTO 5 yaapuia TOro Uau-
OTa CMEUUAJILHO, Y HETO HUKAKUX. A MOIO HEYKJIIO)KECTh B TaHIIE €My HE OCHOPUTh — Mapy pas 3a
BEYEp OH YK€ OTJIaBIUBAJ MEHS.

JanpHelmme paccrpochl 060pBalio siBeHre ctaprka-tienutess. [lourennsiii Kactapuyc Obit
MIPOCTO «CYACTIIMB» MeHs BUAeTb. OCyKIAIIMI B3I/, JerKoe NOKaYMBaHUE TOJIOBOM M CTaHO-
BUTCSI OYEBHU/IHO, YTO IIeJIMTEITh BHIOOpA UMIIepaTopa He OI00PIIT: Kakasi-To podieMHas OyieT uMmrie-
parpuua. JleyeHue He 3aHsJI0O MHOTO BpeMEHM — Iapa MPUKOCHOBEHUH, U Ha MECTe 1ope3a JIUIIIb
TOHKasl KpacHasi JINHUsI, KOTOPOH K 3aBTpalltHeMy JHIO U BoBce He Oyner. HacrositennbHO mocoBeTo-
BaB MHE OBITh OCTOPOXHee (B KOTOPBIN pa3 3a 3TU THH), JieKaph ynanwics. K cyacTeio, HaequHe Mbl
HAJIOJITO HE OCTAJIUCh. §I TONBKO ycIielsia, YTo CIYCTUTh HOTH CO CTOJIMKA M MONPaBUTh MOJ0J, KaK B
JBEPU MOCTYYaIIUCh.

— Boiigure, — 3ameTn1 umneparop, NOAHUMASICh U3 COCEAHETO Kpeca.

K nHawm sBuicsa cexkperapp umneparopa — Jiopg Paper. U g gaxe noragpiBaloch M0 KakOMy
noBofy. f 3aTamna pIxaHus, onacasch TOro, 4YTO MOT'Y YCJIbIIIATh.

— Muuopn, muiieiu, — KOPOTKO MOKJIOHWIICS HAM MYKUMHA.

— Yro tam, lernap? — nogoren kK Hemy Kcanap u 3a0pan npoTsHyTylo nanky. — Jlompo-
cum? Kro 310 BooO1e 6b11?

Cekperapb Ha MTHOBEHHME 3aMsLICSl, HEYBEPEHHO IMOKOCUBIIKCH B MOIO CTOpOHY. [IpokiisThie
nieck, JInHapus mpaBza mpoMoryaia O CBOMX JIIOOOBHBIX TMOXOXKICHUSIX, & OHU CIOJa SIBUJIHCH?

— Moxenib TOBOPUTH PU MUJIeIH. S1 el MOTHOCTBIO I0BEPSII0, — OPOCKIT UMIIEPATop, 3aMe-
TUB 3aMHUHKY CJIy’Kalllero.

— Mapku3 Hanpaup, aBaguatu IBYX BeCeH OT poAy. TWNHMYHBIA IPEACTABUTENb 30JI0TOM
Mooaexu. B mose 3penus cinyxObl 6€30MaCHOCTY M TalHOW KaHIeaspur He nonajgan. Hu 3a yem
TMIOJIO3PUTENIBHBIM 3aMe4eH He ObUI, — TYT ke JIOTOKUI MyXKUHMHA.

— Ectb cBa3u co MHOI? MokeT U nipaBaa (ppeilyinHa Kakast ero HeBecTor Obuia? — OpocuB
B3IJISI/T B MOIO CTOpPOHY, Kcanzp cHOBa yrimyOmiIcs B IPUHECEHHBIE JOKYMEHTBI, TPOCMAaTpUBasl.

— OdurmanbHON HEBeCThl HUKOIAA He MMen. OTHOIEHUHN ¢ apUCTOKpAaTKaMK HE 3aBOMIL
Heckomnbko pa3 ObUT 3aMeueH B KOMIIAHUSX C aKTPUCAMU WJIH TIEBUIIAMU M3 CPEJHETO COCJIOBUSI.

— Toraa oT MeHsI eMy 4YTO HyKHO ObLJIO? — MOAHSIT XMYPBIi B3IJISI HA IOAYMHEHHOTO UMIIe-
parop.

— OH yTBepxaaeT, uTo BmooOwiIcs B jeau JIMHapuio ¢ mepBoro B3IJIsAa, YBUIEB CEroiHs Ha
nipueme. U ObLT TOTOB YOUTH JII0OOT0, JIWIIL OB OHA JJOCTATACh TOJBKO eMy.

— IIpuBopoTHOE? — 0OpedyeHHo B310XxHY1 Kcanap.

— IpakTryecku B cMepTeIbHOM [103€, — KUBHYJ CEKpETaphb, a 51 IOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK HaIlps-
JKEHHBIE TUICUH OIMYCKAIOTCs OT oOJeryenust — mpoiuioe JInHapuy HU Tipy 4eM. — 103y momyqu
yXe Ha Oaity, mocie 0ObsIBJIeHHsI O TOMOJIBKe. [10Ka UCTOYHMK OTPEAeIUTh HE yIaIoCh.

— Yt0 ¢ camum Mapkuzom?

— Ilox crpaxeil. EMy cpoyHO rotoBAT aHTH/IOT.

— Xopoumo, — Kcangp 3agymasica v nepesen B3rsA Ha MeHsA. — Ho uig npuBopora Ha
KOHKPETHOT'O YeJIOBeKa HyKeH OblT MaTepral... JIMHapusi, K BaM KTO-HHOYIb 3aXOIMJI B TOCTH ITEPe/t
6anom?

36



M. I'pumaeBa. «HeBecra mo KOHTpakTy»

— Kpowme noprHOro ¢ noMouHuamMu, HUKTo. HacKombKo st oHsiIa, KOHKYPCAHTKHM BOBCE CUH-
TaJIM, YTO MEHs OTOCHANM JOMOU. M ObliM yauBIIeHB, KOrJa s MPHCOeAMHIIAch K pueMy. Ho 1o
Havasia 6ajia ¥ He ObLIO HEOOXOAMMOCTH B IPUBOPOTE. A MOCTIe 0ObSBICHHU S TIOMOJIBKY HAC MTO3/IPaB-
JISUTM IeCATKH TocTelt. KTo yroHo MOr CHATB ¢ MeHsI BOJIOC WJIM BBIICPHYTh.

— Mornu ucrosns30BaTh M Ball O0KaJl, — BBICKA3aJl IPEATooKeHne cekperapb. — Eciu Obl
MIPUBOPOT HAJIWIIM B HETO ¥ MIepeJasii MapKU3y, MOIJIO cpaboTarh.

— 4 Huyero He nuia Ha pueMe. TONBKO B pyKax jepxana, Ui BUja.

Msue jpocTajncs yauBIEHHBIN B3IIs OT Jopaa Papcta — He 0XKMAaj, YTO HOBOHCIIEYEHHAsI
«MUJIEAN» OKAKETCS TAKOM OCTOPOKHOM?

— MeHs Gosbllie HHTEpECYyeT BOIPOC, MoYeMy Y MapKu3a ObUIo TpH cede opykue Ha pueme?
— Haxmypmiiach 5. — Kyna cmotpena oxpana?

My>X4MHBI KaK-TO TIOJO3PUTEIIHHO MEePErIsIHY/IMCh, HO OTBeYaTh B3siicsi Kcanmp.

— 3rt0 Tpaguums, JluHapus. BeicokuM pogamM 103BOJIEHO UMETh MpU cede repaibIndecKoe
opy’ue Ha rpuemax. Tak, UMIepaTopcKasi ceMbsi IOKA3bIBAET, YTO JOBEPSIET UM U He OOUTCs yaapa.

— Tot KrHXan cyrTaIICs TepaTbINIECKUM OPYKHEM ? — MOMOPIIIIIACH 51, BCIOMHHB OpYKHE
B pyKe Mapku3a. HeT, Tak-To ¥ BUJIKON MOXHO YOHTBb, €CJIM OueHb HykHO. Ho ee HUKTO 1iepeMoHu-
JIBHOW OOBSIBIISATH HE CTAHET. A BOT MEJIKMI HOKMYEK Ha3BalIu. §l Bcerga cumrana, uyTto repayibau-
YECKUM TOJIbKO Meu MOkeT ObITh. Ho 4TO s moHMMato B apuctokpatuu. — M-ga. ..

Boo0rie, Ha mecte Kcanapa, yunTeiBasi CUTYaIMIO C 3aT0OBOPOM, Ja ¥ TPOCTO U3 COOOPAKEHUI
6e30macHOCTH, 51 Obl BOBCE 3allpeTujIa apUCTOKpaTaM HOCHTh OpyXHue Ha O(PUIIMATIBHBIX MEpPOITpHsi-
TisaX. Tem Oonee Takoi yIOOHBIN MpeLeIeHT BhIIIeN ¢ TUM HaraaeHneM. M MHe cpasy ke cTaHeT
Jerye kuTh. K coxasieHuio, s IOHMMaa, YTo TaKOro He pou3oiaeT. [1o Tem ke mpruuuHam, 1o KoTo-
PbIM XaJUTMCe YpaHUU TPeOOBAIMCH MOM YCITyTH, HE3aMETHOTO COMPOBOXKICHHU 1. 3alPEeTUTh OpYKHUE
— 3TO MPOSIBUTH CTPax M oraceHusi. A cTpax — 3T0 ¢1aboCTh, KOTOPYIO BBICIINMIA CBET HE MPOIIAET.

— Jlenmap, npocaean, 9ToObl MApKU3y Kak MOKHO CKOpee JaJId aHTUAOT U MOBTOPHO JOTPO-
CUJIM, — BBIJAJT YKa3aHus umMriieparop. — [1ycTh BCIOMHHAET BCeX, C KEM pa3roBapyBall, TaHIIEBAII
1, 0COOEHHO, 4TO MHJI. [I0TOM HONMOXUIIIb.

— Caymaiocs, MIJIOpH, — KUBHYJ CEKpeTapb, 3a0Kpasi Marky ¢ JIoMpocoM y UMIiepaTopa. —
UYro-To eme?

— [a, pacniopsiauch Nofath ykuH ciofa. Ha neoux.

— KoneuHo, Bailie BeJIMYECTBO.

CekpeTapb CrelHO NOKMHYJ HAC, OCTaBJIsis HaenuHe. KaxkeTcs, mopa nmpuBHIKaTh, YTO TENeph
s1 Oy/1y IPOBOIUTH MHOTO BPEMEHH OJJMH Ha OIMH C MMIIEPATOPOM.

— Pa3 yx BbIIasioch BpeMsi, JaBaiiTe MOrOBOPUM O BaXKHOM, — pEIIa 51 Ha4aTh pasroBOp
MIEPBOIA.

— O Haiei noMosBKe? — 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO BCKUHYJI OpoBb KcaHp, 4yTh yCMEXHYBIIHC.

— O TOM, 4YTO CITy4UTCsl, €CIIU BBl yMpETe.

— Jlunapwus, s oOelal, 4To CMOry oOecreunThb Bally 0e30MacHOCTh MpH ToooM ucxone. He
CTOUT TepeknBaTh, — TYT ke nocepbe3nen Kcanap. — Mowu moau yxe pa3padaThIBaIoT IUIaH 9BAKY-
allvy Bac ¥ MOEW CeMbH Ha CITyvai, eCIi Jieja CI0kKaTcs CoBceM 1oxo. Kak Tobko oH Oyaer rotos,
s1 O3HAKOMJTIO BaC C HUM, YTOOBI BBl 3HAJIM, KaK. ..

— Baine Benm4ecTBo, — C JIETKMM pa3apakeHueM 000pBaja si ero MpOHUKHOBEHHYIO peub.

— Kcangp.

— MHe HeyoOHO MOKa K BaM Tak 00paiiaThesl.

— Ho MBI Bce ke OMOJIBJIEHBI.

— OUKTUBHO, — B KOTOPBII pa3 HAIIOMHUJIA 51 OYEBU/IHBIN (DAKT.

— W 310 M3BECTHO JMIIIb HaM C BaMH. [[J1s1 BceX MbI TOMOJIBJICHBI.

N Bo3pasute Heuero.

— MHe... HEIIPUBBIYHO. . .
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— Ecnu Bbl IpoIOIKUTE TOBOPUTH CO MHOM (hOPMAIbHO, TO 51 Oy/y BBIHYK/IEH MPUOETHYTh K
TaKOMY K€ BApUAHTY OOIIEHHU s, — 3aMETHJI UMIIepaTop, Kak Oyaro ¢ yrpo3oi. Ho meHs (popmanbHast
peunb BrosiHe ycrpauBaiia. Kyna xyxe nepexon Ha Omm3koe ooreHre. Tak, MHe Ka3ajioch.

— Mesns 3710 ycrpanBaert. Baie BennyecTso. ..

— Barnie BricouecTBO, — ¢ y/IBIOKOM MepedriT MeHs1 UMIIepaTop, e/1Ba s XOTesla BEPHYThCS K
BaXXHOU TEMe.

W cyns no BeIpak€HUIO JIMLIA, OH IPEKPACHO MOHUMAJI, YTO AEIaeT. ITU «BBICOYECTBA» MEHS
yXKacHO pazapaxanu. bosbie, 4em To, 9To KO MHe 0OpaIaloTcs 1Mo YyKOMY NMEHH.

— Kcangp, — B utore Bce e HEJOBOJIBHO BbIIOXHYJIA f1.

— [Ha, Jlunapusi, — BEKJIMBO YJIBIOHYJICS MYKUMHA.

— 41 3ajasia BaM BONPOC HE C LIENbIO y3HATh IIyTH OTCTYIUIEHUS. S XOuy 3HaTh TEKylIee MoJo-
JKEHHE el — KOTo Bbl IIOI03PEBAETE U MIOUEMY.

— 4 cam pazbepych. Bam He CTOUT B 3TO BMEIIMBATLCA. 1 MPOCHIT Bac TOJNBKO M300pa3UTh
MOIO HEBECTY, & HE HATH 3arOBOPLIUKOB.

— Bam He KaeTcs, 4TO MO3/IHO OTCTYNaTh? — CKENTUYECKU BCKHUHYNA 51 OpoBb. — {1 yxke
3aMelnaHa B pacciaenoanuu. 1 nogcraBunace nox yaap. S 1omkHa IPEACTaBIATh, OTKYAA OH MOXET
ObITh, @ 3TO HEBO3MOXXHO CJeJIaTh, He UMesl JOJDKHOW MH(OpMAIMu, — BUJSI, YTO CIOBa MOW HE
BO3BIMENH 0COOOTO yCriexa, s pUCKHY/Ia HaJaBuTh Ha OonbHOE. — KcaHp, He MOBTOPSTE OMIMOOK
cBoero oTna. He nbitaiitech OCTaBUTh MEHsI B CTOPOHE, yIOBasi Ha TO, UTO 51 ciiadast KeHINMHA, a Bbl
MYKUMHA-BOUTEIb, KOTOPBIN JOJIKEH 3aluinaTh. Bel camMu 3Haerte, 4to s He Tak ciada. To, o uem s
CIIpAIlIMBal0 — 3TO HE MPUXOTh, ITO MOE MPaBO.

Sl Bugena, 4To UMIepaTopy He MOHPABUJIOCh YIIOMUHAHUE HECUACTIIMBOW UCTOPUU €r0 CEMbHU.
Ho oH cam Bpyumi1 MHE 3TOT pblyar Bo3JIeicTBHS, 1 He pocuiia. U pa3 oH He XO4ueT NpucIyluBaTbCs
K 3/IpaBOMY CMBICITY, ITyCTb IIPUCITYIIAETCS K ONBITY IPOLUIOrO MOKOJIEHUS.

— 4 noHumalo, K 4Yemy BBl KJIOHUTE, — PE3KO MOIHSBIINCH, MY)KYMHA HayaJl HEPBHO pacxa-
KUBATh 10 KOMHaTe. — MBI yxe roBopuii 06 stoM. [la, ecu s1 ympy, HacaeAHUKoM craHeT Kupac.
Jla, O4eBUIHO, YTO BHITOJHEE BCETO MOSI CMEPTh MMEHHO uMmIiepatpuiie. 1 HeT, s yBepeH, YyTo OHU
3[1ECh HU [IPU YEM.

— [IpexkpacHo, — HEBO3MYTHUMO KMBHYJIA 5. — XOPOLLO, YTO Mbl MOKEM BBIYEPKHYTh U3 MOJI0-
3peBaeMbIX cpasy Tpex OJM3KUX BaM JIOACH.

Xots s 061 3TOrO He Aenana. Ho kisaTBa Ha KpoBw... Eciu oHa eficTBUTEIBHO OblIa, 3HAYMT,
MIPECTYNUTH €€ €ro posiHble He cMoryT. Ho... 51 He Buiena, Kak ee IPUHOCUIIY, HE 3HAIO CJIOB KJISITBBI.
Tak 4yT0 coBCeM cOpachIBaTh UX CO CYETOB HEJIB3S.

— JlaBaiite qymath qasnbiie. Ecim He Bam Opar, KTO elie MOXeT MPeTeH/10BaTh Ha MPecToi B
cllyyae Balien cMeptu?

— B 3tom-T0 1 npobnema, — noMopInuics MyxkurnHa. — CKOJIBKO Obl HM Pa3MBIILIS, HU Y
KOTO HeT OOJIBIINX MpaB, yeM y Kupaca. Ocnioputs ero nosoxeHue OyaeT KpaiHe CI0XKHO.

— A Kak e Bally poacTBeHHUKu? [ Kaxercsa? — NpUIoMHUIIA 51 pacckassl JInHapuu.

— [a, cnenyonmmM B HacienoBanuu nociie Kupaca Oyner on. 1 Mot 1BoopogHsIii 6par, —
kuBHYJI Kcanap. — Ho oHu HuKOrga He ObLTM 3aMHTEPECOBaHbBI BO BJIACTU. [ls1/151 TOKMHYI IBOD, eIlie
Korza otell Hayas rpaBuTh. OH 4YeJloBEeK HayKH, €ro HUKOrJa He IIpUBJIeKalla MOJUTHUKA U TPUABOP-
Hble UHTpUTH. Kak TONbKO NMOSIBUIACh BOBMOKHOCTh, OH COEKaJl B MPOBHHIIUIO W 3aHsLICS Mpenoa-
BaHueM. Ceiluac pyKOBOAMT OJHMM M3 KPYIHEHIIMX Maruyeckux 3aBeJeHui crpasbl. Ilpu nBope
MIPAKTUYECKU HE TOSBJISAETCS — IMOCIEAHUI pa3 51 ero BUAE Ha cBoell KopoHauuu. [Iumer yacro,
HO B OCHOBHOM OTYEThI, B KOTOPBIX XKAIYETCsI, YTO COBJIAJIATh ¢ Oe300pa3rueM, TBOPSIIIUMCS B CTEHAX
Marm4eckoro 3aBe/IeHUs], IPaKTUYECKH HEBO3MOKHO. I couyBCTBYeT MHe, UTO y MEHS TO K€ caMoe
TBOPUTCS B MacIITa0ax CTpaHbl, — YCMEXHYJICSI MYKUMHA.
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Sl BOT He BUIeIa MOBOAOB ISl pafocTu. [TotoMy Kak cadoro yeaoBeKa He MOCTaBAT PyKOBO-
IOWUTHh KPYIMHBIM Marn4ecKuMm 3aBeieHreM. Y To, 4To y Hero B MOJAYMHEHUH LIeJTbI 3aMOK TIPOgheccH-
OHAJTLHBIX MAaroB... 3TO OMACHO.

— Tlorogute, a Kak OH MOXET PyKOBOJMTh MarmuecKor akaJieMHel, eCiii Bbl CKphIBaeTe Maru-
YECKUH ap B ceMbe?

— OH 1 He Mar. Jlap B HallleM pofy NepeAaeTcs T0BOJIbHO PEKO. DTO MHE I0UYEMY-TO IIOBE3JI0
3aMoyYlTh TOMHOIEHHBIA. OTell OblT c1adbiM MaroM. Y Asau Maruu HeT BooOie. OH npenogaet
WCTOPUIO U I0pUCTIPY/IeHIINIO. VI pyKOBOAUT OCTAJIbHBIMU Maramu. 51 3BaJt €ro B COBET MUHUCTPOB, HO
OH TOBOPHT, YTO €My M UMEIOIIEVCS] OTBETCTBEHHOCTH C TOJIOBOM XBaTaer.

— Hy, roBoputh OH MOXET BCE UTO YrOTHO, — MpoOypyaja s, He CIIUIIKOM Bepsl B 3T 3asiB-
nenusi. — Tem GoJiee Ha HEro MOTJIM HaAaBUTh. BO3MOKHO, KTO-TO TIBITAETCS IOCAUTh €ro Ha TPOH,
YTOOBI [TOTOM MPABUTD Yepe3 HEero.

— ]Iz, He TOT YesloBeK, Ha KOTOPOTro MOKHO HaJIaBUTh, — MOKa4aJl TOJI0BOM UMITEPATOp. —
W y HEero MHOro CHJIbHBIX MaroB B MOJUYMHEHUH U cpeu Jipy3ei. Ero ectb KoMy 3aiuTuTb.

Ecnu 310 He KTO-TO U3 MaroB peluI CMeCTUTh IpaButesis. KTo 3HaeT, MOkeT, UMIiepaTop Kak-
TO MPUTUCHYJI MaroB B nipaBax. JlagHo, Asii0 Ha 3aMETKY MbI B3sUIH.

— Kpome Toro, s yxe HECKOJbKO JIeT He MOSIBISIICSA MPH JBOPE, TaK 4TO eMy ObLIO Obl
CJIO)KHO OPTaHMU30BAaTh 3arOBOP M YYACTBOBATh B MOKYILEHUsIX Ha MeHsl. 1 eMy Tora ObLIo Obl BBITOAI-
HEe COIJIACHTHCS Ha MO€ TPeIOKEeHNE BEPHYThCS B CTONUILY, CTaTh IPUOIMKEHHBIM U B3ATh Ha ceOsI
YacTb OOSI3aHHOCTEH.

Hormyctim, 17151 MEHs 9TO He apryMmeHT. He e3nuit oH, Tak MOIIM €3JUTh K HeMy. A TO, 4TO
B CTOJIMITY OTKa3bIBaJICS Mepeexarh, Tak anmou cebe odecreunBal — MOJAIIbIIE OT SMUIIEHTPaA MPo-
O71eM TpsTaICs.

— 41 OBl Ha BaleM MecTe Bce K€ MOMbITaNach Obl BHISICHUTD, HE TIPUE3KaJIM JIU K HEMY B aKa-
JEMUIO KaKKe-TO BBICOKOIOCTaBIeHHbIe TocTh. OCOOEHHO 32 HECKOJIBKO MECSAIIEB A0 TOro, Kak Hava-
JIMCh TIOKYIIEHHSI Ha Bac, — BCE ke He CAepkasa s 3aMeyaHusl.

— XoporIiio, ecii Bam OyZeT Tak CIIOKOIHee, TO 5 MOMPOIITy CTy:k0y 6€30MacHOCTH 3TO TIPOBE-
pUTh, — HE cTaJl Bo3paxaTb Kcanap. A s qymana, onsTh yIpercsi, YT0 POAHbIE HU IIPU YeM U UTO OH
caMm coBceM paszOepercs. Heyxenn ynoMuHaHUEe CEMEHOW Tpareuy Tak Ha HEero MojieicTBOBaIO?
Hano 3anomuuTb. [1ycTh HEYECTHO U Jake KECTOKO, HO KHU3Hb BaKHEE.

— A d4r0 Bai Ky3eH?

— Bupan? Ero u toro meHsliie uHtepecyer npasieHue. Eciu a1 XoTs Obl HAyKOW 3aHU-
MaeTcsi, TO €ro B TBOPYECTBO MOHECIIO, — KaK-TO YCTaJO B3I0XHYNI umreparop. — OH mmcaresb.
CreHapycT U TeaTpasibHBI TIOCTAHOBIIMK. BBl Obl 3HAIM, KaKOW 3TO CKaHAal ObLI, KOTma OH Jai
CBOIO TIEPBYIO MOCTAaHOBKY. OTell pBaI U MeTall — MpeICcTaBUTEN b UMIIEPATOPCKON (haMUIIMK TBOP-
YyecTBOM Oasyercs. ['po3usicst MOHMKeHUeM B MpaBax, JHUIIEHUEM TUTY/Ia U HacleqcTBa. A Asis
Bupan MaxHynu Ha 310 pyKoi. 15 cKa3ai, 4To XOTh U He 0H0OpSIeT YBJICUSHHUs TeaTpoM, HO yBa-
’KaeT MpaBo ChbIHA HA COOCTBEHHBIN BBIOOP. TeM Oosiee YTo HUYEro HeMPUIMYHOTO WU e OCKOPO-
JISIIOIIEr0 UMIEPaTopCKylo (haMHUIMIO, TOT He muieT. [axe, HA0O0pOT, €CTh Y HETO M TepONYecKue
card, ¥ Jipamatudeckue npousseneHus. [lyonuka npuHuMaer ero OmarockjoHHo. [Tumer oH moa
MaTepUHCKON (pamMuiIveld, 1 MaTh ero Tojjepkayia B BeIOOpe Mpodeccuu, mo3ToMy | JIsijisi He cTall
Bo3paxars. [Toxan nmueyamu u ckaszan otity: «Hy He BUHOBATHI € Mbl, YTO POAMJIUCH B 9TOU ceMbe?
Xoyenb WA TUTYIa U HachencTBa. [IpoxkuBeM Ha coOOCTBeHHBbIE 3apadoTKu. [la m y Mapcesns
CBOM 3€MJI UMEIOTCSI», — U YIAIWIICSA K ce0e B akaieMuIo. Tak, IMIiepaTopy MpUIILIOCh CMUPHUTHCS.
PasBe uto 3ampeTn Ky3eHy npre3kKaTh B CTOIUILY U CTABUTh €ro IPOU3BEACHHS B CTOJIMUHBIX TeaT-
pax. B obrmiem, ecim 1 ecTb KTO-TO MeHee 3aMHTepECOBAHHbIN B TMPaBJIeHUH, Tak 3T0 Bupan. laxe
€CJI €r0 CWJION TOMBITAIOTCS MOCAUTh Ha TPOH... IloBepbre, JInHapus, ero HukTo He mpumer. Hu
HapoJl, HU MUHUCTPBI, HU TeM Oosiee BoeHHbIe. Ckopee noaepxatr Kupaca. OcobeHHo nocnienHne —
XOTs1 OBl U3 JIOSUTBHOCTH KO MHE.
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Uro 3a crpanHas cemeiika y Kcannpa? PogHass math 4yTh Jid He yOWIa ero U Myxa, 3a MpH-
3payHyio BO3MOKHOCTb IIPABHTh, 3aTO POJHSI CO CTOPOHBI OTIA, HA0OOPOT, B 3bI0YYMX MECKaX BHIEIA
910 npasienue. He 3Hato. 3Byunt Kak ckaska. C Apyroil CTOpOHBI, s ObI TOXeE TUTIOHY/IA Ha TUTYJIbI,
JWIs OBl TpoOJieMaMu He 003aBOIMThCS. A Kak ke Joir u oos3anHocTu? U Bce ke, cOpachBaTh CO
CYETOB MX HE CTOMT. ..

— MoxerT, cTouT. ..

— [la, s IOHSIT Ballly MBICITb, — KaK-TO YCTaJlO0 KUBHYJ MYyKUlHA. — KOHTaKTHI Ky3eHa Toxe
orpabotaiot. [IpoBepsT, rae oH cam ObIBAJT MOCIEAHUI TO U C KEM BCTPEeYasIcsl.

— OH, KOHEYHO, B CTOJIHUIIE HE ObIBaI?

— Her, — nokayvan ronosoit Kcanap. — 4 nocne cMepTul OTIIa XOT€ CHATH OrpaHUYEHUE.
Ho... Kak-To He /10 3TOro OBUIO, MOTOM 3a0bLI, a KOI/Ia M BCIIOMHIJ, Ky3€H CKazal, 4To eMy U TaK
xoporro. Hao6opot, roBopuT, uMIieparopckasi onaja eMmy B IUTIOC MIET. Bbl ke 3HaeTre, Kak 31O
ObIBAET, — HEIOBOJIBHO MOMOPINMIICS OH. — CTOMT YTO-TO 3aIpeTUTh, KAK BCEM TYT K€ CTAHOBUTCS
MHTEPECHO, YTO 3alpeTiiv U rouemy. axe ecam Jo TOro 3Ta TeMa X HUKaK He MHTepecoBaia U
HE KacaJack.

— 3Hai0, — 4yTb YJABIOHYBILIUChH, KUBHYIA 1.

He ckaxy mpo NonMTHYecKue CIOXKHOCTU, HO U B TMPOCTOW KU3HM 3allpeTHOE Bcerga Oosnee
npuBeKaresbHO. CKOJBbKO pa3 yUeHUKH MBITATUCH BCKPBITh M HE3AMETHO ITPOHUKHYTh B CKIIAJICKUE
MIOMEIIeHUs] THJIbAUU — He COCUMTaTh. [laxe 3Has1, YTO Tam Jie)kaT B OCHOBHOM CTapble MaMsITHBIE
OpYAMsI I TIPOCTO OE3ACTYIIKM C PAa3HBIX 3aJaHMii, Bce PaBHO Jie3yT. Beap eciu 3amepro u 3a4a-
POBaHO, 3HAYUT, HE TTPOCTO TaK ?

JlanpHENIMiA pa3roBop MpepBajl pOOKUIA CTYK B JBEPb.

— Boiigure!

— Muuopn, — I0pKHYJIa B JBepb TOPHUYHAS U TYT K€ MPHCeSIa B peBepaHce, CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY,
— YKUH HaKpBIT.

— OT14Ho.

Kcanzap nogHsisicst Ha HOTU M TIPEAJIOKUI MHE JIAIOHb.

— Wpewmte, Jlunapus. Pa3z yx s MCHOPTHI BaM anmeTUT Ha Mpa3JHUKE TO, MPOCTO 00s3aH
HaKOPMMTh ceryac.

Ha, moectsb ObUTO OBI Het10Xx0. Ho MaTH Kyma-To, BO3MOXHO, B OOIIECTBO, ¥ OISITh M300pakaTh
u3 cebs1 pUHIIECCy He XoTesnochk. Korna mMreparop Monmpocuit 3aka3aTh yKUH, s TIOHAAes1ach, YTO
MBI TIO€/IUM B KOMHaTe 1 00cynum Bece. Okazasioch, 51 OblTa He Tak YK U He Tpasa. [lajeko Mbl He
YIIUTH — BCEro-TO C/eJaId HECKOJIBKO II1ar0B, ¥ UMITEPATOP OTKPBLT OIHY U3 ABEPEN, JIOBKO CKPBITHIX
B cTeHe. 1 Mbl OKa3auch B HEOOJBIION YIOTHOM CTOJIOBOM, IJie Y HAC OKUAAT CEPBUPOBAHHBIN Ha
nBoux yxuH. Co cBeuamu. ..

— OcraBbTe Hac, — MaxHyJ pykou KcaHmap AByM sakesiM, 3aCTBIBIIMM Yy CTOJMKA, W Te,
TMIOCTIEIITHO PETUPOBAUCH. A MMITEpaTOp MPHHSIICS YXaKMBaTh 38 MHOW. OTOABUHYJI CTYJI, CaM HAJIUJT
BMHO B OOKaJ.

— Uro BbI mipearnioynTaeTe poioy, NTHUILY WIKA AUYb? — MOUHTEPECOBAJICS Y MEHsI, CJIOBHO OH
HE MPaBUTENIb OTPOMHBIX 3eMelTb, 2 OOBIKHOBEHHBIN CITyra — HEMBICTIUMO!

— Jlnub, — HEXOTs B3[OXHYJA 51, IOHUMAsl, YTO MPATATh BKYCOBBIE MPUCTPACTUs yke Oec-
cMbiciieHHO. EcTb BMecTe MbI Ternepb OyzieM yacTo.

My:x4rHa ofoOpHUTENHHO KMBHYII, M Yepe3 MIHOBEHHE TiepeJo MHOH CTOsITa Tapesika ¢ apoMar-
HBIM MsICOM B npuripaBax. CeGe MMIiepaTop MOJOKUII TO e camMoe, pa3Be UTo Kyaa OOJbIIYIO Mop-
mio. U yxe B3siics 3a O0Kal ¢ BUHOM, HaMepeBasiCh MPOU3HECTH TOCT, HO 3aMETHJT MOE JIBUKEHHUE
HaJl TApEJIKOW U MIOMPAYHEJI.

— Jlunapusi, B 3TMX KOMHATax Bbl MOXETE €CTh U MHUTh Bce Oe3 MOf03peHHid, — Cephe3HO
MPOroBOpHJI OH. — Bce, YTo MoIanT B MMIIEPATOPCKOE KPBUIO, IEPETIPOBEPSIIOT TPHXK L.

— Ho Ha Gasty Bac 4yTh He OTPaBMIIM MTHOMUPHBIM $IJJOM, — 3aMETHJIa, KaK Obl MEXKIy IIPOYHM.
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— W 310 ynyieHue 51 yxke UCTIpaBIll, — YAUBUJI OH MEHSI — KOT/Ia TOJIBKO ycren?! — Mbl yxe
3aKyMWJINCh COOTBETCTBYIONIMMHU apTedaKkTaMu JJIsi UMIIEPATOPCKOUN KyXHH, KaK TOJIBKO OIPE/Ie/TUIN
WHOMUPHBI 571 B TOM OOKaJe.

— A BBI TOBOPHWJIM, UTO C PAJOCTBIO MPUMETE TaKOM apTehakT OT MeHsl, — 3aMeTHUJIa C YKO-
PU3HOM.

— 41 ¢ paocThio IPUMY OT Bac OO0 MOJapoK, — YIIBIOHYJICA MHe My)unHa. — Ho apredakr
OyneT 0COOEHHO IIeHEeH — K COXaJIEHHIO, Te, YTO HaM YAAJIOCh MOJTYy4YUTb, He MpeAHA3HAYEHbI 115
HE3aMETHOT'O MCIO/Ib30BaHUS B IIOBCEHEBHOM KU3HHU.

— ¢l mepenam ero Bam, KOIjia MOH BeIllU TOCTaBSIT.

— DByny GmarogapeH.

Kcanap cHOBa yJIbIOHYJICS MHE M B3sUICS 32 OOKasl C BUHOM, BBIHYKJasi MEHsI TIOBTOPUTH €ro
JEUCTBUS.

— 3a Hac, — NPOBO3MJIACKJT UMIIEPATOP.

— 3a 10, 4TOOBI 3Ta ABAaHTIOPA yBeHYAJIACh YCIIEXOM, — BO3pa3ujia eMy C JIETKOW YCMEIITKOH.

— MoXHO cKa3arh U TaK, — XUTPO NoaMUTHYT KcaHap v mpuryOun BUHO.

S Toxe permiach MonpoOOBaTh U JTaXe OlleHWa Kymnak. JIerkoe, HO MpU 3TOM TEpIIKOE, C
NpUATHON cnajocTbio. Cama He 3aMeTuIIa, Kak BhIIUIA BeCh OOKaJl, U UMIIEPATOP TYT K€ HATTOTHIU
ero. XopoIIo, 4To 5 IOYTH He MOBEPKeHa aJTKOTOJIbHOMY OlbsiHeHU0. Ho 3710ynoTpeOisATh He CTOWT.

— CkaxwuTe, a CKOJIbKO KOMHAT B 9THX IMOKOSIX ?

W3 cronoBoii Beso 1enbix Tpu aBepu. Y eciiu Ha3HaYeHWe JABYX MHE ObLIO sICHO — IPOXO[ B
TOCTUHYIO Y BBIXOJI JJIs CIIYT, TO Ky/la BeJia TPEThA. . .

— XMMM... ec/ii MHE He U3MeHsIeT MaMsATh IecTb. CriaibHs, BAaHHAs, rapaepo0, KOMHATA /IS
JIMYHOM TIPUCTYTH, KAOWHET ¥ TOCTUHAS.

— To ecTb, BMeCTe CO CTOJIOBOM CE€Mb, — OIIApAIIeHHO KOHCTATUPOBaJa fl.

— MorkHo cka3aTb U Tak. Ho cTonoBasi Bce ke oOmasi.

— To ectp?

— CronoBast coeJMHSIeT HAIIM MMOKOW, — C YJIBIOKON 3aMeTHJI MYKUHMHA, JieJias OYepeTHON
IJIOTOK BUHA.

Bor eme pagocte. 3HauMT, 3a TPEThEH JIBEPHIO CKPHIBAET MPOXOI B TOKOU HMMIIEpATOpA.
Panyiicsa, Kaitnuna, Tel Oygens Kak HUKOrga Om3Ka K 00beKTy oxpaHbl. C APYroil CTOPOHBI, Yero
s O)KUJIaNa, OH K€ Cpasy CKasajl, YTo 3TO MOKOU UMIeparpullbl. JIOrTMYHO, UTO OHU COCEICTBYIOT C
MMIIEPATOPCKUMH.

— W Bce OHU COOTBETCTBYIOIIIE 3aIUIIEHbI? — YTOUHWJIA HAa BCSKUU citydail. [ToHsiTHO, uTO
pa3 UMMeparop TYT CBOOOJHO pa3roBapuBaeT, TO 3aIllUTa HAa YPOBHE.

— EcrectBeHHO, — cepbe3HO KMBHYJI MYKYMHA. — 3aIlliTa BIUIETEHA B CTCHBI 3aMKa eIlle
Ha Tarne CTPOUTENbCTBA. KOMHATBHI SKpaHUPOBaHBI OT JIIOOOr0 MAarruecKoro BO3/ICHCTBUsS W3BHE.
[Tpu HEOOXOAUMOCTH B HUX MOKHO 3a0appUKaMpOBaThCs HA BpeMsl ocajbl. M, KOHEUHO, UMeeTcs
HECKOJIbKO TAHBIX XOJIOB.

— Bbl MHe uX nokaxkere.

U 310 He ObII0 BOITPOCOM.

— Jlunapus, BaM s TOTOB IMOKa3aTh BCE TAlHBI 9TOTO 3aMKa, — 3aBepusl MeHs1 Kcannp.

M takoe BO MHe YyBCTBO MPOTECTAa U BPEJHOCTH TMOAHSUIOCh. TOMBKO CErofiHsi OObSABUIN O
Harei (PMKTUBHOM MOMOJIBKE, a OH BeJIeT ceOsl, CIOBHO CBaJIb0a ke orpe/esicHa U Ha3HaueHa. MHe
TYT e 3aX0TeJIOCh UCTIOPTUTH 3TO HACTpOeHHe. VI3HauaIbHO s MJTAHMPOBAJIa TIOAHSTh ITY TEMY TOCIe
TOTO, KaK MBI MTOyKHHaeM, HO... CaM BUHOBAT.

— Xopol110, ¢ U3BECTHBIMHU POJICTBEHHUKAMH MBI pa300paiuch. [laBaiite mojgymMaeM B Ipyrom
HampapyieHnd. KakoBa BEpOSATHOCTB, UTO Y Bac Haaercs: 6acrapn?

Kcanpap, kak pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT JeJIaBIIHiA TJIOTOK BUHA, TIOIABUJICS M OTYASTHHO 3aKAIUTSIICS.

— YT0? — CHIIJIO CLIPOCHII OH, YCTABHBIIKCH HA MEHS.
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— Ecnm nocrnie Bateit cMepty BAPYT 0OBSIBUTCS OfiHA U3 (DAaBOPUTOK C peOEHKOM U 3asIBHT,
YTO OH Balll, OOBSABAT JIM €0 HACTEAHUKOM? — COBEpIIIEHHO CITIOKOMHO IMOBTOPUIIA f1.

— Hy, Jlunapus... — TSKKO B3/I0XHYB, IIOKa4yaJl rojoBOi ummneparop. — MHoraa Bbl yx
CJIMIITKOM TMPSIMOJTUHEMHBI.

Eme 6b1. U 310 HaM TonbKO B 1moc. CTpaliHO MpeICcTaBUTh, CKOJIBKO BPEMEHU Mbl MOXEM
MOTEPSITh, BEXKJIMBO PACKJIAHUBASICh M UTPasi B STUKET.

— MHe kaxercsi, Mbl C BaMH ceiiuac He B TOM IOJIOKEHHUHU, YTOObI UTPATh CIIOBAMHU M XOIUTh
BOKPYT J1a OKOJIO.

— W ne nocnopwuiirs, — npodopmoTtait cede nox Hoc Keanap. — Hu onHa u3 Mounx (paBopuToK
HE CMOJKET 3asIBUTh, YTO Y Hee peOEHOK OT MeHsl. Bo-TiepBbIX, Kak U B JIIOOOH KOPOJIEBCKOH CEMbe, y
Hac ecTh apTedakT, NO3BOJISIONINN MPEIOTBPATUTH HEKeJaTeIbHYI0 OepeMeHHOCTh. BO-BTOpPHIX, BCe
Mou ObIBIIME (DABOPUTKU ONArONOIyYHO BBIIAHBI 3aMYK, B COOTBETCTBUU C COOCTBEHHBIMH XKeJla-
HUsAMH. Eciu KT0-TO M3 HUX U 003aBesicsi peOeHKOM, TO UCKJIIOYHUTEIHBHO YCIIeXaMu COOCTBEHHOTO
MYyKa, — 3aKOHYMJI OH HE CITMIIIKOM JIOBOJIBHO, 3QJITIOM JIONMBAs OCTATKY BHHA.

— Bl yBepeHsl, UTO HUKOI/IA He 3a0bIBaiK Npo apTredakt? Maso Jin, mpa3gHUYHBIN Beuep,
napa JIMIIHUX OOKaJIOB, 0YapoBaTebHas Aama psIoM? — Ha 3TOT pa3 MoCTapajiach CIPOCUTS 5T aKKY-
parHee. Brinio He oueHb. Kcanap pe3ko octaBui OT cebs IMycToi OOKa.

— VBepeH, — OTBETHJI OH CyX0. — 1 B IPHUHITUIIE HE 3710yNoTpedIso ankoroiaeM. OcoOeHHO
B KOMITaHWH MPUABOPHBIX. [ToBepbTe, sl MpeKpacHO MOHUMAIO, UTO JII0OO0M U3 HUX MOKET MOMBITATHCS
BOCIIOJIB30BATHCSI MOEH CIIA00CTBIO IPOTHB MEHS.

— Crny4JaiiHble CBSI3M BO BpeMsI IOXOJ0B? — pelliia s OKOHYaTeIbHO JJOOUTD Ty TEMY, UTOOBI
TOCJIe He KacaThCsl €€ BHOBb.

— bBoruns, JIlunapus, nomaanuTte X0Th HEMHOTO MOE camMomoOue, — UCKpEeHHe BO3MYTHIICS
My)k4nHa. — V1 3T0 MecTb, 3a TO, UTO s K BaM BeCh Beuep oOparnaics «HeBecTa» ? [lopepbTe, ocie
9THX BOIPOCOB 51 OCO3HAJI, YTO Bbl BOBCE HE BOCIIPMHMUMAETE MEHsI B KauecTBe OyIyIlero cynpyra.

— He BIKy CBSI31 MeX 1y STUMH BOIPOCAMH. §1 JIMIIIb MBITAI0Ch IIPOCYUTATH BO3MOKHbBIE Bapu-
aHTBI, — HEBO3MYTHMO OTBeTHJIa emy. [Ipruem nckpeHne. [Jaxe MMel 51 K HeMy KakKue-TO HeXHbIe
YYBCTBa, KaKOe MHE JIeJIO JI0 TOrO, C KEM OH CIaJl paHee W KakoW oOpa3 W3HH Besi? DTO Be/lb Bce
ObLIO /10 Hatel BcTpeur. BaxHo To, Kak OH OyfieT BecTH cedsl rmoce.

— Her, JIunapus, HUKaKUX CIy4aiiHbIX CBSI3€d, — MPauyHO OTBETHJI Ha Mo Bonipoc Kcannap.
— 41 BoeBaTh XOIWII, a HE pOMaHbl KpyTUTh. KpoMe Toro, s Bce ke umrepaTop, v MpeKpacHo MOHU-
Malo, 4To 51 MOTy ceOsl TO3BOMIUTD, a Uero HeT. M Bceraa ato monumal. I[losatomy npegsocxuinas Bar
CJEIYIOIIUI BOIIPOC: HET, 110 MOJOAOCTH S TOKE HUKOTO He HArYJIsLI, ¥ 14, s B 9TOM YBEpPEH.

— TloxBasibHO, — KUBHYJA s1. — ByzemM HaJesThCsl, YTO Ballla YBEPEHHOCTh ONpaB/aHa U Yy
BaC Ha CaMOM JieJie HeT He3aKOHHBIX JIeTel, KOTOPBIX MOXHO TOCaauTh Ha TpoH. Ho HUYTO Beapb He
MeIaeT OJHOW M3 BalMX (PABOPUTOK MPUTAIIUTD JIIOOOr0 pedeHKa, MOAXOSAIIEro Mo BO3pacTy,
3asIBUTh, YTO OH Bari?

— Mermaer. Hacnennsle apredaktel MemmaioT. B Tom unciie 1 kopoHa. OHU cpearupyioT TOJIbKO
Ha TOTO, B KOM TeueT KpoBb ApBHICKUX. [109TOMY (hasIbIIMBOrO HAC/IEHUKA HUKTO MPEIbSIBUTH HE
cMoO:xeT. bosiee Toro, 310 TOBOJILHO U3BECTHBIN (PAKT, MOITOMY HUKTO U HE MbITAJICS.

— A ecimm 310 OyzeT peOGeHOK Balero JBoopoaHoro opara? Vmm asaau? — ObICTPO TIPOCUU-
THIBaJIa sl BAPUAHTHI.

— ApredakT oT30BeTCH, HO c1a00. DT0 OyAeT 3amMeTHO. ToNbKO NpsiMast BETBb B ITOJTHON Mepe
MOXET aKTUBHUPOBATh UX, — IMOKavas rojoBor Kcanmp.

51 Ha MrHOBEHME 3a/lyMaIach.

— Toraa xak Bb coOMpanuch nepenarb KOpoHy Opaty? — Haxmypuiachk s. — [lomydaercs,
YTO OH TOXE HE CMOXKET B MOJTHOM Mepe BJaJIeTh STUMU apTeakTaMu.

— Jlo Tex mop, MoKa y MeHsI He MOSIBSITCSI COOCTBEHHbIE J1eTH, oH U Kupa cumraiorcs mnpsi-
MO BETBBIO HACTIEAOBAHUS. DTO CIIOKHAS U JOCTATOYHO IpeBHsIs Marus, JInHapusi, — noMOpIIHICs
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MyxunHa. — He Oyay roBOpHUTH, 9YTO caM B TIOJIHOW Mepe ee moHnMaro. Ho B ToM, 4To OHa AeiCTBYeT,
rpuyeM BecbMa 3(P(HEKTUBHO, YBEPEH.

— Tlouemy?

— Kupaca n Kupanuio nmpoBepsijin, — HEXOTA IPU3HAI MYKYMHA. — TOPXKECTBEHHO IEpe]
BCEM JIBOPOM, KOTJ]a OHH TOJIbKO pornuiuck. Kak u MeHs korna-to. Ha Mo¥t B3ri1s1/1, JOBOJIBHO YHU3H-
TeJIbHAsI IPOLIelypa ISl MaTepH, HO TAKOBA TPAMILIUsI — TOKa3aTh BCEMY IBOPY, UTO JIETH U MPaBaa
MpUHAJIEKAT UMIIEPATOPCKOMY POLY, BO M30€KaHNE KAKMX-TO COMHEHHH.

— BpI mo3TOMY TaK yBepeHs»l, UTo y Bac HeT JeTei, — Joraganachk si. — [lotomy uto apredakTst
BCE €lle NMPU3HAIOT IIPUHIIA U PUHIIECCY MPSMON BETBbIO?

— B ToM umcne u mostomy. Ho mo Gombliieil yacTi moToMy 4To sl YBEpeH B ce0e U CBOMX
MOCTYTIKAX, — CEPhE3HO U JIake, KAXKETCs, C YKOPU3HOM IOCMOTPEN HA MEHSI MYKUMHA.

Ocraetcst TONBKO MO3aBUI0BATH MOJOOHON YBEepeHHOCTH. Sl mocie nonaganus B TOT MUP HU
B YeM He yBepeHa. OcoOeHHO B ceOe U CBOMX TOCTYIKAX.

— Panyer, 4yT0 MBI MOXEM TMOJHOCTBIO UCKJIIOYUTH XOTh OIMH BApPUAHT, — Y/IOBJIETBOPEHHO
KHMBHYJIA 51 U BEPHYJIACh K HEJIOEICHHOMY YXKUHY.

Hacrpoenne nMriepatopy MHe SIBHO yJaaoCh COMTh. XOTsI TeNepb 51 Jake YyBCTBOBAA JICTKHUIA
CTBIJ 32 3T0. MOXKeT, cTomo crpocuTh Marye? Xots HeT. Ha mpsiMoil Boripoc s nosty4usia npsiMon
OTBET, 1 3TO IJIaBHOE.

Ocrartok yKMHa MbI IPOBENU B THIIMHE. K BUHY HU sI, HU UMIIepaTop OOJIblIie He TIPUTPOHY-
JIMCh, ¥ BOT 00 3TOM sI HEMHOTO KaJieJla — OHO ObUIO IeWCTBUTENbHO HeOObYaiiHO BKycHbIM. Ho s
HE B TOM TOJIOKEHUH, YTOOBI YBJIEKAThCS AJIKOroieM. Y MO# BOIpoC 3aMeTHO UCTIOPTUIT aTMOChepy.
Kyna neBatbcsi, TyT Bce e 3aroBOp Mo HOCOM TBOPUTCS, HE BpeMsI B POMAaHTUKY UTPaTh.

[Nocne Toro Kak B MOJHOM THUIIMHE UMIIEPATOP PA3IAiI Yaid U TIOCTaBUJI MEPEeIo MHOH JieceprT,
s pelmia, 4to 310 6e300pas3ue HaI0 MPeKpaIiaTh.

— Kcanzip, s noHrMar, 4To MOM BOIIPOCH ObUIM BaM HETIPUSITHBI, HO. ..

— OcrtaBbTe, MPUHIIECCAa, — OTMAXHYJICS OH, OOpbIBasi MOM U3BUHEHUSI. — DTO ObLIT HYKHBIN
BOIIPOC, 51 3TO MOHMMAI0. BBl TIpaBbl, 51 0 MHOTOM He 3aayMbiBasicsl. Ha BeskMid cityvaid 1 CXOXKY C
KupacoM B COKpOBUIIHUILY U NIEPEPOBEPIO, YTO HUYETO HEe N3MEHMIIOCH. [IpOCTO, YTOOBI ITOJTHOCTHIO
WCKJIIOYHTH STOT BAPUAHT.

— buaronapio.

— 3a 9T0? — KaK-TO HeBeceJI0 YCMEXHYJICS UMITePaTop. — ITO MPEK/IE BCEro B MOMX UHTE-
pecax.

— Xopo110, Toraa JaBaiTe 3aKOHYMM pa30MpaThCs C ITUM BorpocoM. Kakue erie BapuaHThi
octayiuchk? K10 eliie MoxkeT npeTeH10Bath Ha TPOH?

— Ilo cropoHe HaciienoBanus OosbIle BapuaHToB HeT. Ho Becerga ecth BO3MOKHOCTh CMEHHUTh
MPaBSAIIYI0 JUHACTHIO.

— Takoe BO3MOXKXHO? — 3aMHTEPECcOBAJIACH 1.

Mse Bcera Kazanoch, YTO KTO MOMAJIo MPaBUTh IPOCTO MIOTOMY, YTO 3aXOTeN, He MOXET.

— Tlouemy Het? — noskau redamu Kcanap. — KoHeuHo, 3TO ciiokHee, 4YeM U3MEHUTh Mpa-
BUTeJIS B ripejesax pona. HyxkHa MolHast moagep:KKa OT IpyruX apucCTOKPAaTUIECKUX POJOB U KaKoe-
TO, KaK CKasarh... MpeumyinectBo? MHaye, yHUUTOXUB TEKYIIyIO MPABSIIYI0 BETBb, 3arOBOPIIUK
PUCKYeT pa3Bsi3aTh I'PaKJAHCKYIO BOWHY U Pa30pBaTh MMIIEPHIO HA Kydy MEJKUX reprorcts. JIioooit
U3 BBICIIIUX aPUCTOKPATOB OyJeT He MPOYb 3aHITh MECTO MPABUTEJ S, & TOTOMY OHH CKOpee Teperphbl-
3yTCsl IPYT C APYrOM, YeM JOTOBOPSATCS O TOM, KOO MOCaAUTh Ha TPoH. Jla M mocye 3aKpernuThes B
pouu ripaBuTenst OyeT BecbMa HerpocTo. JlypHoi mpumep BIOXHOBISIET, U KTO-TO JPYTrOM, IIOCMOT-
PEB, KaKk CMOIJIM CMECTH IABHUM U KPETTKUI MPaBSIIUI POJI, PEIIUT, YTO M30ABUTHCS OT HOBOTO Oy/IeT
eme npoie. CoceHue CTpaHbl TOXE He IpeMimioT. Kak ToiMbKo pa3pasuTcsi cMyTa, OHU KMHYTCS,
YTOOBI OTXBATUTh ceOe KYCKH Moyulie. B menom, st Obl ckasas, 4To 3aTesi CMEHUTh TPaBSIIUN pox
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CJIMIIIKOM OTacHa 1 HeHajexkHa. Kyaa BelrofiHee mocaiuTh Ha TPOH MApPUOHETKY U3 HBIHEIITHEro, —
MpavyHoO 3akioun Kcanap.

— U Takoil MapuOHETKOM cTaHeT Bai Opat?

— Bosmosxno. Ho 3to crienaTh He Tak nmpocto. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, OH He octaHeTcst oauH. C HUM
Oynet Unbsica v pejaHHbIE MHE JTIOIH. . .

— Bau 3aroBopimk MOXKeT OKa3aThCsl CPeid HUX, — HAMIOMHUIIA EMY.

— Jlaxe ecnu Tak, BCE €lIe OCTAeTCsl UMIIEpaTpulla, — HEAOBOJIBHO NOMOPILMIICS UMIIepa-
Top. — OHa Oyaer uMeTh INIaBHOE BJIMSIHUE Ha ChiHA. U, cKkopee BCero, CTaHeT pereHTOM IPU HEM.
Hecmotps Ha msarkuii xapakTep, Witbsica Bee ke Mynpast xkeHipHa. OHa MOYTH BCIO )KU3Hb MTPOBEa
TIpY IBOpE, KpaiiHe OCTOPOXKHA M HE TIOAITYCTUT K ChIHY HMKOTO, B KOM OyzieT coMHeBaThcsl. OCOOEHHO
€CJIM TOT CTAHEeT HACJIETHUKOM, & OOCTOSITEIbCTBA MOEW CMEPTH MOKAXKYTCS €l TOI03PUTEIbHBIMHU.

— Orcrona BeITEKaeT pyroi Borpoc... Kro umeer BiusHue Ha umneparpuity? Kro 6im3ok
K HEll HACTOJILKO, YTOOBI OHA TIPUCITYIIMBAJIACH K ero coBeTam? M HaKoOHeIl. .. eCTh JIM BEPOSITHOCTh
TOr0, YTO UMIIEPATPULIA BHIAET 3aMYK BHOBb?

— YT10? — B KOTOpBII pa3 3a Beuep onenmi umneparop. Iloxoxe, Takas MpIC/Ib HE IPUXOAKIIA
€My B rojioBy. A BOT MHE OHa [TOKa3aJ1aCb OYEBUIHOM.

— Tonymaiite camu — UMIIEepaTpUIla BBIISIAUT MPEKPACHO U HE TaK YK CTapa, KaK BbI MPHU-
BBIKJIM €€ BOCIIPUHUMATh, — He TMOKpUBUIIA 51 Aymoi. — Kpome Toro, camo ee ronoxeHue Bechma
IIPUBJIEKATEIbHO — BCEM H3BECTHO, YTO HECMOTPSl Ha TEMHYIO MCTOPHMIO CO CMELEHHWEM Ballen
MaTepH, y Bac XOpOIIIMe OTHOIIECHHS], ¥ OHA UMeeT BIIUSHKE Ha Bac.

— Ho onHa HuKoraa He BhIKa3bIBaJIa KeJaHUS BBIUTU 3aMYX BHOBb... — KaK-TO Jjake pacTe-
psuncsa Keanap.

— Ceitvac Het. HaBepHsika uMriepaTpuiia OCO3HAET, YTO ee MOJIOKEHUE CIIUIITKOM CUJIbHO. OHa
HE XOUeT IMO/IBePraTh OMACHOCTH BacC M CBOMX JeTel U JIaBaTh MOBOJ AJIsl ouepeqHbix cayxoB. Ho...
€CJIM CITYUUTCS TaK, YTO Bbl CKOHYAETECh U HACJIEHUKOM CTaHET ee ChIH, el OyaeT TpyaHo. Bbl camu
TOBOPWJIY, UTO y Hee JOCTATOYHO MATKHI XapakTep. Eciii B MOMEHT c1aboCTH pSIOM C Hell OKaKeTCs
MYyKUUHA, KOTOPBIA OyAeT eil TOMOraTh U OAACPKUT. . .

Jymaio, MOXHO He 3aKaHuMBaTh. JKEHIIMHA, KOTOPast IPUBBIKJIA TIOJIAraThCsl HA CUITbHBIX MY K-
YHH ps1JIOM — CHavajia Ha UMIIepaTopa, IIOTOM Ha MTAChIHKA, B TAKOM MOMEHT HaBepHsIKa OyJeT CHOBa
MCKaTh MYKCKYIO TOAJePKKY. [1ycTh 1axke HEeHaMepeHHO.

— Myx uMnieparpuiipl OyaeT UMeTh OOJbIIOe BIUSHIE Ha HACIIETHUKA.

— Bw1 npaBbl, — mpauHo cornacuiicst Keannp. — U 1, K cBoeMy CThIIy, HE MOTY CKa3aTh
HUYEro 1Mo AaHHOMY ToBofdy. Mitksica He 3aBofuiia OTHOIIEHUH TMOC/e CMEPTH OTIA, XOTSI MPOIILIO
yXke OCTaTOuyHO BpeMeHU. Ho s MoHATHS He MMelo, UMEIOTCS JIM Y Hee KaKue-TO TMOKJIOHHUKHU U
OKa3bIBaeT JI1 OHA KOMY-TO BHUMAaHHE.

— Emie 3a1anvie Barei TMUHOM c1yk0e, — KOHCTaTupoBasia 1. MHOroBaTo BapuaHTOB BBIXO-
aut. VI HM OIMH U3 HUX HE KaXeTCsl JOCTAaTOYHO JOCTOBEPHBIM.

— W st Bac Toxke, — BHE3AITHO MOAHSIT HA MEHsI B3IJIsI/T UIMITEPATop.

— B cmbicne?

— Bl BHUMaTenbHB ¥ BOyMuMBH, JIuHapus. W Bol xkeHmuHa. ymaercs, 4to Bl ObicTpee
3aMeTHTE JIIDOOBHBIA MHTEPEC CO CTOPOHBI MOEH MaueXHu.

— 3pech BB ommbaeTech, — HEPBHO YCMEXHYJach sl. — $1 He crenuaiucT B OTHOUICHHSX.
Haxe Gomee Toro, st ObI CKa3ajia, YTo OTBPATUTENILHO B HUX Pa3oUpaioch.

— A MHe TaK He MoKa3anock, — yislOHycs Keanap. — W y Bac siBHO OyzieT 60JIbIle BO3ZMOXK-
HOCTEel 4TO-TO 3aMETUTh, YeM Y MOEH CITyKObI OE30IMacHOCTH.

— Tlouemy?

— C 3aBTpariHero JHsI HAYHETCS MOAroTOBKA K cBagpOe. OUeBUIHO, UTO 3aHUMAThCS e OyaeT
MMIIepaTpuIIa, a y Bac OyJeT Macca BOZMOXKHOCTEH MOHAOMIONATh 3a Hell U ee OKPYKeHUEM, TIOKa s
3aiiMyCh BbISICHEHUEM TOIPOOHOCTEH KU3HU MOUX AAJbHUX POJCTBEHHUKOB.
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— Kcanap, — pasapakeHHO B3JOXHYJa s, — CKOJBKO pa3 s JOJKHA HATIOMHMHATh, UTO
MOMOJIBKa HeHacTostasa. CBaabObl He OyaeT, Kakast OAroToBKa !

— JluHapus, BbI 3a0bIBaeTe, YT0 00 STOM 3HAEM TOJIBKO MBI. §l MIOMHIO O CBOEM OOEIaHNH,
HO MOWMUTE U BbI: TIOArOTOBKA K CBaab0e Mociie o(pUIrMagIbHON MOMOIBKM — 3TO HE MPOCTO OXH-
JaeMblii, 3T0 00si3aTeNbHbIN 1mar. Kyaa nmogo3putenbHee OyieT, eciii Mbl He MPEeANpUMeM HUKAKHUX
nevictBuid. Tem Oosiee MOsI 11eJ1b — CIPOBOLIMPOBATH 3arOBOPIIMKOB Ha IIynble AeicTBHs. Tak 4to
MBI HE TIPOCTO HAYHEM IOATOTOBKY, MBI COKPAaTUM CPOKH IO MMHUMYyMa. JI0myCcTM, MOCTaBUM LIeJb
CIIPaBUTD CBAIL0Y Uepes rnapy MecsiieB. 3aroBOPIIUKH JOJIKHBI IIOUYBCTBOBAThH OMTACHOCTH TOTO, UTO
sl BOT-BOT 003aBeAych HaclieqHUKOM. Kak momosnBieHHas napa, Mbl BIOJTHE MOKEM U He JOKHUIAThCS
o(prLMaTLHON LIEPEMOHUN, — MHOTO3HAYMUTEIIFHO 3aMETHIT My)KYMHA. — Bce I0IKHBI cCUMTaTh, 4To
MHE He TepITUTCSl coyeTarbcsi OpakoM. B TOM umcrie 1o ToMy, 4TO HACTIEAHUK JIOJKEH POIUTHCS B
CPOK OT O(pUIIMATILHOM 1IEPEMOHUM. . .

— $1 moHs1a Bac, — MpavYHO KMBHYJIA, OCO3HAB, YTO CaMa 3arHazia ceOs B JIOBYIIKY. A Bellb
MMIIEpaTop MPO OUEBUIHBIE BEIIIM TOBOPUT, O KOTOPHIX 51 M CaMa MOTJIa JIOTa1aThCsl, HO He TIoayMaJia.
W tenepb npuaeTcs pacruiauuBarthes. .. bor-nmokpoButesb, Hy oyeMy st Ha 3TO COITIacHUiIach?

— Haperocy Ha Bainie coneiictBue, JInHapusi, — ¢ JIeTKOW HACMEIIKON MOCMOTpPeS Ha MeHsI
KCElHIlp. — Pa3 YK Bbl CaMU HAIIOMHUJIA MHE, YTO HE CTOUT HEJOOUCHUBATDH JKCHCKYIO ITOMOIIb. . .

3TO MHE HAIIOMUHAHUE, YTO HE CTOUT CJIUIIKOM YacTo MpUOeraTh K yIOMUHAHUIO TPareIuu ero
orua. [Tpocunace yuacrsoBars B paccienoBaHuu — Jepxu Kaiinna, Hacnaxaaics. Bynems tenepb
pazOuparbcs B calpeToUuKax, [BETaX, YKPAIIEHUsIX, CMOTPETh 9CKU3bI CBAICOHOTO TUIAThsI OT HATJIOTO
IMOPTHOI'O U, MMO-BUANUMOMY, I/I306pa)KaTb BHIO6.H€HHOCTI), HCKJIIOYUTEJIbHO B LCJIAX 3alllMThl UMIIEpa-
topa. Haunnato mogo3peBarth, 4To 3TO Takas MecTb oT Oorunu JliooBu. § yyBcTBOBaNA, YTO HECIIPO-
CTa ee JKpUIia BbljIajia HaMm OJIaroCjIOBeHHe.
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I'1aBa 4. /lesa 11000BHbBIE

B 310T nEHB BHIEpBBIE 32 JONTOE BpeMs s MIPOCHYJIACh camMa CO CTPaHHBIM OLIYILEHWEM, YTO
BBICTIAJIACh U OTHOXHYJA. [JIAHYB B CTOPOHY OKHa, f MOHsUIA, IOYEMY — CYIA IO SIPKOMY CBETY,
BpeMsl yxke MPUOIMKAIOCh K TIOJYIHIO. A MEHs Bce ellle He MOOeCcIIOKOnIn?

IlepBoit MbIcibIO OBbUTO, uTO JIMHApHIO M PaHuIo Bce ke Kyaa-To BbICIaad. Majlo i1 4To Tam
HalpuIyMbIBaJl U Hapaccienosail uMieparop. I1onckouns ¢ KpoBaTy U €jBa HE 3alTHYBLIMCh O KOB-
PYK TIOJ] HOTaMH, S BbUIETEJIA B COCEJHIOI0 KOMHATY, YTOOBl HATKHYTHCSl HA YAMBIICHHbIE B3IJISI/IBI
CBOMX COOOIIHHUII, TEpeONpaloIX Topy KaKMX-TO TKaHEH Ha KyIIeTKe.

— Kaiinuna, 4to-To ciy4nnock? — MoAHsIach ¥ 0OECIIOKOSHHO IIarHyJsia KO MHe ITpUHIIecca.

— DTO BBl MHE CKa)kHTe, — BBIJOXHYJIA 51, MOIOILIA U OMyCTUJIACh B CBOOOAHOE KPEcso. —
[Mouemy meHs He pa3Oyaum?

Jlenu HeTOyMEHHO NEPEISHYJIUCH.

— Penmu nate Te6e oTnoxHYyTh. OTOOpP 3aKOHYEH, BCTped y TeOsl He 3aIllITaHMPOBAHO, CTOUT
BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS1 BO3MOKHOCTBIO. [la ¥ MMIiepaTop Buepa, yxoisi, HACTOIYMBO IOCOBETOBAJ He Oec-
MIOKOUTb IMPUHLECCY, — C TPYIOM CIAepKUBaja yabIOKy JInHapus. XoTs s BOT He BUJesIa IPUYKH IS
pasocT — ee B MEPBYI0 OUepe/lb JOJKHA OECIIOKOUTh 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTh MMITEpaTopa BO MHE.

— XorHTe cKa3aTh, YTO y HAC CBOOOIHBIN IeHb? — BCTpPENEeHy/Iach BO MHE HAaIEKa.

— Jla.

He cronno cavimkom pagoBatbcss — CBOOOIHBIN A€Hb, ITO J€Hb, BITYCTYIO IPOBEIECHHBII B
Yy;KOM MUpe. A MHE HaJI0 IOCKOpee pa300paThcs ¢ 3aroBOPLIMKAMU U cOeXaTh B POIHON MUp. DTa
napa Hejiellb, IPOBe/IeHHbIX B Mupe JII00BH, BRIMOTasIa MEHsI CHJIbHEe, YeM JII000e Jpyroe 3a/laHue.
XoT4 (paKTHUECKH 00SI3aHHOCTH OX PAaHHULBI MHE JIOBEJIOCh UCTIOJIHUTB JIUIIb €AUHOXKAbl, OTOUBASICh
OT HamnaJeHus B Jiecy. KTo ke 3HaJ1, 4TO )KM3Hb apUCTOKPATOB TaK CJIOXKHA.

— Jlenu, BBl OynieTe 3aBTpakaTh ceiiyac? — ytounuia Panus. — Yro Obl BB X0TEM?

— Byny. be3s pasHuipl, npuHecH, 4to camoii npuriisinercs. [pocro nobosnsime.

JKenmuHa ¢ yapI0KOW KUBHYJIA U TIOCTIEIINIA BHIATH.

— Kak BHI 31€Ch yCTpOMIINCH, Ballle BHICOYECTBO? — 0OepHyach 5 K JIMHapuu, mpomoKuB-
IIeil pa3dupaThCsi ¢ TOpoy TKaHeH, mpy O6oJiee BHUMATEIBHOM B3IUIsIe OKA3aBILEHCs TUIAThSIMU.

— Magaii siyuie OyaeM u30erath 3Toro oopalieHus: B KOMHaTax, — Mocepbe3Hesa prHIiecca.
— 3Hai0, Thl BCE NPOBEPUJIA, S U caMa € Mapoy apredakToB Mpolulack, HO Bee ke... Mbl Tenepb
CJIMIIIKOM OJIM3KM K UMIIEpaTopy. BApyr oH ycbImmT ciydaiiHo.

— BulI nipassl.

— Tb1, — BHOBB NoNpaBuIa MeHs npuniecca. — W myume Hapa, uto6b1 Mbl He myTasmck. Bee
e 3TO TOKE MOe UMs. MeHs Tak Mama B JIETCTBE 3BaJla.

— Xopotuo, Hapa.

HeynoOHo, HO ecu yxk s UMIieparopa Tenepb 0 UMEHU 30BY, TO U K MPHHLECCE HECIOKHO
oOpaIaTbCs TaK Kke.

— VYerpounuch omyHO. [Tokor pocKoIIHbIe, — B3A0XHYJIa AEBYIIKA U IENOTOM J00aBUJIa.
— 41 naxe 3aBuayo. Y MeHs 1oma U To mpouie. M Gnaronaps moMouy ABOPLOBOW MPHUCIYTH Mbl
ele Buepa Bce pa3o0paiu, MoKa Thl ykuHana. He BomHyi#icsl, TBOM CYHAYUOK 5 IEPEHOCHIIa caMa,
HHKOMY He JI0BEepuJIa, — TYT e 100aBHjIa OHa, 3aMeTUB OECIIOKOMCTBO Ha MoeM Jmie. — YyTh He
HajopBasiack. Ha B Bpojie He TaKOM YK OOJBINON, HO TSIKEJTbIN !

— Bam... Tebe HaJjo XOTb HEMHOTO TpeHUpOBaThcs. OH HE HACTONIBKO YK TSKEJbI.

XoTs1 1a, B HEM MpsyeTcs Kyaa OoJblie Bellel, 4yeM OH Mor Obl B ceOsi BMECTUTh Ha TIEpBBIH
B3IJIAL.

— S Toxxe 00 3TOM yKe qymaiia, — KuBHYJa JIunapus. — [1o Bo3BpallileHnu MHE HYKHO HauaTh
TPEHUPOBATHCS, YTOOBI B KpaiiHEM CITy4ae CyMeTh XOTh UTO-TO CIIeJIaTh JUIsl CBOEH 3ammThl. $1 comi-
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KOM Oe3paccyqHo Bepuia B city:k0y 6ezonacHoctu. Ho mocMotpeB Ha aBop umrnepatopa. .. Ecimu yx
€ero CIelUaTICTOB YMYAPSIIOTCS OOXOIUTh, TO M MHE CTOUT MO3a00TUTHCS O OE30MaCHOCTH CaMOiA.

Pana, 4yto 310 cutyanus 3acraBuia JIuHapuio 3agymarbes O OymyIieM MpaBIeHUH B TAKOM
kiovye. Ha Moelt maMsiT oHa mepBasi 13 MOUX TMOJONEYHBIX, KTO MOCIe padOThl CO MHOM OCO3HAT
HEOOXOIMMOCTh COOCTBEHHOW MOATOTOBKU. OCTaIbHbIE TaK Y MPOJOKIIN BEPUTh B CHITY TeX, KOTO
HaHsIM. XOTs €CTh Y MEHsI MOA03PEHH S, UTO XaJuluca YpaHHsl JaJIeKo He Tak Oe33aluTHa, KaK CTa-
paeTcst Ka3aTbCsl.

— D710 npaBuibHasA MbICTb. U cacn6o0, 4TO mo3a00THITUCK. .. TI03a00THIIACh O MOMX Bellax.
Ho ecinu BbI Bee pazoOpainu, TOraa, 4To 3707 — HEJOYMEHHO pasIIsiAbIBaJIa sl TOPY OfIEK/IbI.

— 3T0... — XMBIKHYJIa TPUHIIECCA. — DTO MOJAPOK OT UMIieparopa. Mim ot ero noprHoro,
sl He coBceM ToHsIa. EcTh y MeHs Iono3peHus1, 9To oH Oe3 MprKa3a CBHIIIE B3sUICS OTHIMBATh TeOe
rapaepoO, COOTBETCTBYIOIIUE cTaTycy OyayIeil HMIepaTpuilb.

— Jla yx. Ecm yx OH MeHs1 9CKM3aMM CBa/IeOHOTO TUIaThsl PElIMI 3alyruBarh Oe3 mpuKasa
HMMIIEpaTopa, TO ¢ Hero craHercsi. OTKa3arbCsi Mbl HE MOXeM?

— U ne cranem. 3auem? [lnares, 4To A coOMpasa, HE COOTBETCTBYIOT TBOEMY HBIHEIITHEMY
TMIOJIOXKEHUIO. A BBI K€ JOJDKHBI TTOKa3aTh BCEM, YTO MEXIy BamMu Oe3yMHasi JII0OOBb U TAPMOHUS.
OnapuBaromyii HeBeCTy NMoJapKaMu KEeHHUX, 3TO IMEHHO TO, UTO BaM HYKHO. 51 ObI Take cKkazaa, 4To
TUIAThs1 — 3TO CIIUIIKOM MPOCTO. [To-xopoliemMy oH I0JKeH Tedst pOIOBBIMH YK paIlIeHUSIMEI OOBECUTD
C TOJIOBBI JIO HOT.

— Ecnm nomkeH, To 00BecuT, Jaxe He coMHeBaiTech. K coxkaneHuio, — noMopuuiacs s, opo-
CHB B3IJIs]] HA MACCUBHOE KOJIBIIO C YePHBIM KaMHeM Y ceOs1 Ha pyke. OHO MeIanoch, C HEPUBBIUKU
LETUISSCH 32 BOJIOCHI U TUIAThe, ¥ BOOOIIE C YKpAIIeHUsIMU Ha pyKax ObUTO HenprBbIUHO. Ho cHUMATh
ero s1 He puckHyna. Emie korga ummneparop ofen ero, st mo4yBCTBOBAJA, YTO TO apTedhakT, MpudeM
JOBOJIHO CHJIbHBIN. OUeBUAHO, UTO C 3aIIIUTHBIMUA CBOMCTBAMU — KaK HUKAK MTOMOJIBOUHBIN UMIIE-
paTopcKuil nepcTeHb. Bputo y MeHs MOJCITyIHOE YyBCTBO, YTO MYKUHMHA OIIYTHT, €CIIU 5 eIy pac-
CTaThCsl C YKpAIIIEHUEeM, U TYT XKe SIBUTCS BBISICHUTDH MovyeMy. [loToMy s mpeamouna ero He Tporarh.
Ho crowio nomymars, 4To TAKMX KaMHEW Ha MHE CTaHEeT OOJIbIIe, KaK cpa3y CTaHOBHJIOCH TPYCTHO.

— OH pan katBy 1edst odeperath. PoioBble apTehakThl — 3TO XOPOILIHIA CIIOCO0 3aIUTHI, —
TMONBITANIACh MOAOOIPUTH MEHsI TpHHIlecca. — TeMm Oonee UMIEpaTopcKue, JOKHBI ObITh HE YeTa
MOUM.

— 3aBTpak, MuiIeu, — MpepBaJia Halll pa3roBop Panusi, IBUBIIASCS C LIEJION TEJIEKKOM €/Ibl.

— Tbl MOSI cTACUTEITBHUIIA, — CUACTIIMBO B3I0XHYJIA 51, 0CO3HAB, YTO MHE OOJIbIIIE HE TIPUIETCS
JABUTHCS €7J0M Ha IJ1a3ax y HEeBecCT.

— W nocnanue, — no6aBuiia Ciiy)XaHKa ¢ U3BUHSIOIMMUCS HOTKAMHU B TOJI0CE, TPOTSIHYB MHE
KOHBEPT M3 IJIOTHOM OyMaru ¢ KpacuBOW MeYaThi0 CBEPXY.

Konsepr s 3a6pana. Ko MHe TyT %e nonckounia JInHapus u 3arisHysia yepes miedo:

— Ileyars nmMMepaTopckasi, — 3asiBIIa OHA, IIIYMHO COIISI MHE B YXO.

— C 4ero Obl eMy MHE MMUCAaTh, Ja elle Tak O(PUIUATBHO.

— Ceitvac u y3HaeMm.

Crowio goctath U3 KOHBEPTA JIMCT OyMarv ¥ pa3BepHYTh €0, U CTAIO MOHATHO, YTO K MIMIIe-
paTopy MUCbMO HE UMEET HIUKAKOro OTHOIIeH!:. EfBa 1 oH cTas Obl yKpaiaTh MMCbMO CTOJIb BUTH-
eBaThIMU 3aKOPIOYKAMH.

— HWwmneparpuiia, — BBIIOXHYJIM Mbl OTHOBpeMeHHO ¢ JIMHapuell W mocMoTpenu Apyr Ha
apyra.

— OTapIX OTMEHSIeTCsl, — B3/I0XHYJIA S1.

— 310 OBUIO OXKMIAEMO, — C JIETKUM COYYBCTBHUEM MOCMOTpEJIa Ha MEHs ITPUHIIECCa.

[Nocne BuepamnrHero oObsIBICHUS O TIOMOJIBKE U HAIIIETO CTPEMUTENIBHOTO YXO/a C TPa3/IHUKa,
OYEBU/IHO, YTO MMITEpaTpUIla BO3KEIAIA TOZHAKOMUTRCS ¢ OyayIei HeBecTKou noommxke. M moromy
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OHa TpUIJalaia MeHsI Ha ToCIeo0e/IeHHOE YaeruTre K ceOe B MOKOM. BpeMeHn ocTaBasioch OyK-
BaJIbHO OBICTPO MEPEKYCUTDb M COOPAThCSI.

JlagHo, BO BCeM CTOMT MCKaTh TUTIOCHL. 3aTO sl CMOTY Haudarh 3afiaHue Kcanap mo BBISBICHUIO
CepIeYHbIX IPUBsI3aHHOCTEN ero Mauexu. Eime Obl caMoii OHATD, KaK 3TO CHesaTh.

skkosk

Ha yaenurtue k ummneparpuiie MeHsi COOMpav MOYTH KaK HA Beyep MOMOJIBKH. JIMHApUsI SIBHO
nepeskrBaja O TOM, Kak MeHs MpUMeT niepBast Jiequ umrnepur. OHa Oblia 61arocKJIOHHA Ha TIpHeEMe,
HO 3TO BOBCE HE O3HAYaeT, YTO OHA OKAXETCS MIJIOCTHBA TPH JMYHOHN BcTpede. B rmazax gsopa
MMIIepPaTOpPCKasi CeMbsI JI0JKHA OBITh €JIHA — OHA He cTasia Obl BO3pakaTh OTKPHITO. MeHs ke Kyaa
OoJbIlie OECTIOKOMIIO, KaKUM 00pa3oM s Oyy BBISICHATH PUBSI3aHHOCTH 3TOM eHIUHBL. He Hamnpsi-
MYIO XK€ CIPaIInBaTh.

Bnpouem, Haim nepexMBaHus OKa3aauch HarpacHbl. Cyas M0 TOMY, ¢ KaKO¥ YJIBIOKOW MeHs
BCTpevasia UMIlepaTpuiia B HeOOJIBIION CBETION TOCTUHOM, OTKPBITO BBIKA3bIBATh HEJJOBOJILCTBO JIEIH
Wnbsica He cnenmmia. A BOT TO, YTO B TOCTMHOW MbI OBUTH TOJBKO BABOEM, MEHSI pacCTPOMIIO —
BBICMOTPETh €€ 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTh B KOM-TO s1 TOUHO He cMory. Jla ¥ He CTOWJIO PaCCUUTHIBATD,
YTO C 3TUM YIACTCsI OBICTPO CIIPABUTHCSI.

— Ho6poro aus, neny JInHapust, — UMIiepaTpuia MoJHsIIach CO CBOEro MECTa, YTOObI MOIpH-
BETCTBOBATh MEHsI — HEBUAHHAsI YECTh, YUUTBIBAs, UTO €€ CTATyC ceifuac Bhiie Moero. — Hazeroch,
Moe TIpUIJIAIlIeHUe He 3aCTaBJIO Bac paHbllle BPEMEHHU IpepBaTh cBoM oTapix? [loHnmalo, Buepair-
HUI Beyep Mpolies HanpsikeHHO, — MOMpayvHesa Jiequ U MojKajia ryosl, — BaM HaBEpHSKA XOTe-
JI0ch OTAOXHYTh. HO 51 Hajesiach BCTPETUTHCA U MOOOIIATHCS C BAMU JIMYHO, Hae/IMHE, TIPEK/Ie YeM
Bbl HAUHETE 3HAKOMCTBO CO JIBOPOM.

— Braropapio 3a npuriaiieHue, Baiie BeIM4ecTBO, — OIyCTUIACH 51 B TITyOOKOM TTOKJIOHE. —
Bl HUCKOJTBKO HE HAPYIIMIIM MOUX T1aHOB. KoHewHo, 51 Oymy pafa moo0marbest ¢ BaMu.

— OcTaBbTe 1IepeMOHUH, — CJIeJIaB IIar KO MHE, MOJXBaT/Ia MEeHsI KEeHIIMHA MO JIOKOTh U
3acTaBWIa MOAHSTHCS. — MBI CKOPO CTaHEM POJCTBEHHUKAMHU, TaK YTO Bbl HE OOSI3aHBI KIJIAHATHCS
MHe. U, ecnu BBl HE IPOTUB, 51 Obl TIpeANowIa 00pamaTbes APYr K JPYyry 1Mo UMeHaM. 30BUTE MEHs
nipocto Unbsica, xoporo?

[Nouemy nmniepatopckas cemMbs Tak 03aboueHa TMYHbBIM oOparieHreM? §l K HaHUMaTeIbHULIE C
TPYIOM TI0 IMEHH MOTY OOpaTHUThCS, & TYT CUJIbHBIE MUPA CEr0 PBYTCS IEPEUTH K OJIM3KOMY OOIIie-
HUIO.

— Koneuno, nienu Nnbsica, — Bce e He cTaja s coBceM (paMuIbspHUYaTh. — A Bbl MOXKeETe
oOpararbcsi Ko MHe JInHapusi.

— IlycTh Tak, — MSATKO YABIOHYBIIMCH, KMBHYJIA KEHIUHA. — $] TOHMMAI0, YTO BaM CJIOKHO
MPUBBIKHYTh, MBI TTOKA HE3HAKOMBIE JToau. Ho UTO ke MBI CTOMM — Ca/IUTeCh.

MBbI ycTpOMIIKCh B Kpeciax Mo 00e CTOPOHBI OT HEOOJIBIIIOr0, KPYIJIOro cToiuka. MiMmneparpuria
JIMYHO pas3iiviia Yyaid ¥ MpeJIoKuia MHe. B Tsokenol TUIMHEe Mbl IPUTYOWIIN HAITUTOK M. ..

Her, Hudero crpamHoro He ciayunnock. KoHeuHo, nMrieparpuiia He crana Obl MEHsI TPaBUTh
BOT TaK OTKPBITO (XOT$, eci Obl M TOMbITAJIach, He cMoria — apredakTsl Beerna npu MHe). Ho
CHUTYaIllsl CTAHOBUJIACH HeylMOoOHON. MomuaHue Mex/y HaMu HEKOMY ObLJIO pa30aBHUTh, 2 OHO MEX
TEM 3aTArMBAJIOCh. $1 MPOCTO HE 3HaJIa, O YeM TOBOPUTH — MOE CBETCKOE 00pa3oBaHKe ObUIO CIIHII-
KOM JIaBHUM U JOBOJIHO OrpaHuveHHbM. [Touemy Mommuaia uMmrneparpuua s He npeactasisiia. Ho
JKEHINMHA JIUIIIb C TIOMYYIBIOKOW U MHTEPEeCOM B IJIa3aX paccMaTpuBajia MeHs, MEJIJIGHHO Te/Is Jaii.
B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, MOH OeTHbIII OPraHU3M He BBIIEPKAJ TAKOTO BHUMAHUS U CIYUMJIOCh OKUIAeMOe
— OYepeHbIM TJIOTKOM $1 TIOJABUJIACh, COBEPILIEHHO HEKPACHBO 3aKaIILISABIIHUCE.

— IlIpoctute mens, Jlunapusi, 51 Bac cMyTwia? — rnocrnemmia jgeau Mibsca npoTsHyTh MHE
IUIaTOK Y CTaKaH ¢ BOAOM.

— Huuero, HuYero, — XpuIUio 3aBepuiia ee, HO CTaKaH MPHHsJIA U Mapy INIOTKOB chesaa,
YHUMAsI Kallieb.
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— Her, s10 npaBna BeimIsiAes0 crpaHHo. Ho noiiMute 1 MeHs. .. Kcanap Ha mpoTskeHUH MHO-
TUX JIeT yOek1aJl MeHsl, 9TO HUKOrJa He keHuTcs. M BOpyr moMoBKa, J1a elie v CTOJIb CTPEMUTEITb-
Has... Benp s yxe mouTtu v He HaJiesach, — YJIbIOKA JIeI Ha MTHOBEHHE MOTYCKJIa. — Bbl He pen-
CTaBJIsIeTe, KaK 51 CYaCTIIMBA, YTO OH BCE ke ciesan Beioop. Ml moToMy MpocTute MHE JIIOOIBITCTBO,
HO 51 XOUY TOHSATH, YTO 32 JKEHIIIMHA CMOIJIA IOKOPUTD €T0 CEp/LIe.

— $1 moHMMmal, — HaTAHYTO YJIBIOHYJIAch s B OTBET. YTO CKakellb — JIydine Obl BaM He
3HaTh, KOro oH BeIOpas? boiock Bac pa3odapoBath, HO BbIOOp HeHacTosmmii? Kakas sxe HeynoOHO.
OOBIYHO MHE He 0cO00 MPHUXOAMUTCS BPaTh U UrpaTh BO BpeMsl 3aJaHUil, MPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO KTO
Oynet oOparaTh BHUMAHUS Ha TIPUCITYTY U PacCIIpallivBaTh. A 37€Ch...HACTOIBKO OTKPOBEHHO BPaTh,
VIS IPSIMO B TJ1a32, OKA3aJI0Ch CIIOXKHO.

— 1 ne comneBanack B Kcanape v ternepb sICHO BUKY, UTO OH BBIOPAJT HACTOSIIIMIA aIMa3 Cpeint
SIPKO CHSIIOIIMX CTEKJIsIeK. Bbl oueHb KpacuBel, JIuHapus. He TeM ocienutebHbIM OJIECKOM, UTO TaK
YacTO MPUBJIEKAET B3MVISAbl OKPYKAIOLIMX B TONIE, & UCTUHHBIM BHYTPEHHUM CBETOM. BO3MOXHO,
BBl HE CTOJIb BHIJIEJIsIeTECh HA UX (pOHE, HO €C/M BIVISAETHCS B BAIlIM YEPThI, TO OTOPBATh B3I YKe
Oy/IeT HEBO3MOXHO.

— BnI npeyBenmmurBaete. Kpacota HUKOrga He sIBJISJIACh MOUM TJIABHBIM JOCTOMHCTBOM.

— Kpacora ObiBaeT pa3HOM, — C YBEPEHHOCTHIO 3asiBIJIA KeHIMHA. — [loBepbTe MHe, 51 Ipu
JBOpE HACMOTpeNach Ha IECATKU JISAW Pa3IMUHbIX JOCTOMHCTB. Bripouem, BbI MpaBbl, YTO KpacoTa
BOBCe He m1aBHoe. [laxe To, 4To y Bac BecbMa BBICOKHMI CTaTyC HE CTOJb BaXHO. [[1s1 MeHsI umeeT
3HaueHue apyroe. JluHapus, ckaxure, Bbl iooute Kcanapa?

He oxunana, 9To 3HaKOMCTBO Mbl HAUHEM UMEHHO C 3TOro Borpoca. Yl cHoBa HeKpacuBo Iojia-
BWJIACh, TETIEPh yXke ITIOTKOM BoAbl. OHM BO JBOpIIE YOMTh MEHS PElIMIN CTOb HECTAaHJAPTHBIMU
criocodamu? YTo 51 Terneps T0KHA OTBEYATh?

[Mpore ObpUTO OB CKA3aTh MPAB/LY, YTO 3TO JIMIIIB CAEIIKA MEk Ly MHOU 1 nmnepatopom. Ho eciu
ObI 3TO OBLJIO BO3MOXKHO, TO KcaHap MoCcBATHI Obl IMITEPATPUILy B CBOM IUTaH. BooOiiie, yeM MeHbIIe
JoAer 3HaeT, 4To ujesi ¢ MOMOJIBKOM MojcTaBHasA, TeM Jyuine. Ho Torna mMue 3aBepsats Wnbscy B
CBOEH BIIIOOJICHHOCTH B UMriepatopa? Bolock, MOMX aKTepCKUX CIIOCOOHOCTEN OyIeT HeIOCTaTOuHO.
3asBUTbH, YTO ITO MOTUTHUECKHUI XOJI, KOTOPBIN ycTpanBaeT Hac 00oux? Bo-nepBbix, uMmeparpuia,
CKOpee BCEro, He TIOBEpUT — el JIyullle BCeX U3BEeCTHO, Kak Kcanap xoten n3bekxarh TaKOro UCXoa.
Bo-BTOpHIX, eciii Bce ke MOBEPUT, 3TO MOKET 00epHYThCs MPOTHB Hac. O3aboveHHas Onaromnoiy-
YKeM MachIHKA UMIIepaTpuIla CIOCOOHA MPUMEHHUTh CBOE BIIMSTHKE, YTOOBI pacCTPOUTH MOMOJIBKY. He
XBAaTaJI0, 9YTOObI, TOMHMO 3arOBOPIIMKOB, Ille M COI03HUKY MenTaanch. Kakoi ke BapuaHT octaercsi?

Camblil CIOKHBIN — TOBOPUTH MPaBAy, HO IPY STOM W3BOPAYMBATHCS M1ECYAHOM TaII0KOM.

— Jlenu Unbsica, BBI MO3BONMTE OBITH C BAMH OTKPOBEHHOM?

Nmnepatpuiia yquBuiach TAKOMY Hayauly, HO KMBHYJIA, YyTh HAXMYPHBIIKICh.

— MHe CIOXHO paccykJarh O MOHATUM JIIOOBHU. B cBOel KM3HU caMylo CUJIbHYIO CEpICYHYIO
MIPUBSI3aHHOCTH 1 UCTIBITHIBAJIA JIMIIb K OTIy. Kcanap xe... S Bocxuiaioce uMm, kak BouHOM. OH
HEMHOT'O IyraeT MeHs, Kak umrieparop. OH pasapaxaeT MeHsi CBOUM HEMpPOOMBAEMbIM MYKCKUM
ynpsiMcTBoM. Ho MHE HpaBHUTCS, UTO OH yMEeT NMpU3HABaTh OMMOKK. U s onpesie/ieHHO YyBCTBYIO,
YTO MOT'Y Ha HEro MoJsarathCs, C HUM s OIIYyIIal0 yBepeHHOCTh. He Mory ckasarb, JII000Bb JI1 3TO, HO
OIpeIeNIeHHO OOoJIbIIIee, YeM s KOTa-i00 UCHIBITBIBAIA K KOMY JIPYTOMY.

Bpone He coBpana, HO MIPU 3TOM MOJBCTWIIA MMIIEPATOPY W Jajla MUMIepaTpulie HaaexKIy.
[Tycryio. Moxet ObITb, B APYrou KU3HH, ecu Obl Kcanap okazasicsi MpoCThIM HAeMHHUKOM WJTH JIAXKe
3aKa3YMKOM HE CJIMIIKOM BBICOKOTO TIOJIOKEHU S, 51 MOTJIa OIacaThCsl 32 CBOE CEp/ALE U, MOKET ObITh,
no3BoJiia cede morpodoBaTh U yBiaeubcss. Ho B 3TOM peaslbHOCTH MPOIIACTh MEK/1y HAMH CITUIIKOM
IIPOKA, YTOOBI MO3BOJIUTD 320BITh O HEW XOTh HA MUT.

— Bnaronapio Bac 3a 4ecTHOCTD, JIMHApHsI, — K MOEMY YIUBJICHUIO, UMIIEPATPHILIA YIIBIOATAC.
— [pusHatbcs, 51 Aake paja TAKOMY OTBETY. MeHsl yaMBUJIa U HACTOPOXKMIIA CKOPOCTh, C KOTOPOM
ObLIa OpraHu30BaHa MOMOJIBKA. ] ormacanace, uro... Bipoyem, HeBakHO, — oTepHYIa cedst Mibsica.
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[Noxosxe, JKeHIMHA MOI03peBala, YTO 3Ta MOMOJIBKA HECIIPOCTA M UMEET OTHOIIEHHE K TBOPSI-
mummMcst mpoosaemaM. [lopasurtenbHast MHTYUIMS. Wi ONBIT BBIKMBAHKS TIPH ABOPE.

— 3Haere, JIuHapus, Koraa-To Mos1 BIIOOJIEHHOCTh HAUMHAJIACH TIPUMEPHO C TAKUX e YYBCTB.
[ToBepsre, g 3Ha10 Kcangpa, oH BO MHOTOM NOX0X Ha otua. Jlymaro, BaM HEJI0JIro OCTajoCh rajiarh,
HACTOSINAS JIM 3TO JIIOOOBb WM TOBEPXHOCTHASI 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTh, — YJIBIOHYJIACh OHA, HO TYT
ke mocepbe3Hena. — U ecau BApYT BBl OMMETE, YTO 3TO JIMIIL UHTEpEC, MPOIIY Bac, CKaXuTe 00
stom Kcanjnpy cpasy. OH He cTaHeT Bac yAepKHBaTh MPOTUB BOIU. MHe Obl He XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI €r0
Opak oKa3aJicsi HeCYACT/IVBBIM.

— Odbemaro.

Mo:xHO ToOarofapuTh UMIEPATPHILy 32 OTIIMIHOE OOOCHOBaHKE HaIllero OyayIero pa3phisa.
Benp 310 MOI7I0 CcTaTh MPOOIEMON — JIAJHO UMIIEPATOP OTITYCTUT HEBECTY, HO BIPYT €ro Madyexa
MPUKUITUAT JYIION K HEBECTKE M PELINT €€ BEpHYTh? A Telnepb Jajii 03BOJIEHUE OTCTYNUTD. [ 1aBHOE
— He 3aTSIrMBaTh C PacCielOBAaHUEM.

— Ho 4T0-TO MHE MOACKAa3bIBAET, YTO HAM MOKHO HE OMacaThCsi OJOOHOTO MCXO/a, — BHOBb
MOCBETJIeNa JIMKOM XXeHIMHA. — Bepb Bbl paBel — Kcanap ObIBaeT MpocTo pasapaxaroliie U Herpo-
OMBaeMo yrpsiM, BOpoUYeM, KaK ¥ BCe MYKUMHBI ero poza. Ml oH ymeeT JoOMBaThCS CBOETO.

— Jlaxxe He cOMHeBaJsack.

— BrpoueM, y yMHOW XEHIIMHBI BCEra HAAYTCSl CBOM CIIOCOOBI CKJIOHUTH TO YIPSIMCTBO B
CBOIO CTOPOHY, — JIYKaBO MOIMUTHYJIA MHE UMIIepaTpHIIa.

Ecnu 1 cymiecTByIoT, TO MHE OHU ObUTM HEM3BEeCTHBL. HaBepHOE, 3TO OTTOrO, YTO PacTUI MEHS
MYKYHMHA.

— Yro0 e, Torjaa IymMaio, OArOTOBKY K CBaIbOe MBI MOKEM yke HAYMHATh. [1es0 3TO HeObICT-
poe, TIPEICTOUT MHOTOE BBIOpATh M OOTOBOPUTD, PA30CiIaTh MPUTJIALICHUS. . .

[Noka ummepaTpuia nepevyrcisiyia OeCKOHEUHBIH CIMCOK MPOOJeM, UYTO OKUAAET MEHs BIIe-
peau, MHe ¢ KaXIbIM MTHOBEHHEM CTaHOBUJIOCH Bee rpycTHee. Ha 310 MHe puzetcst TpaTuTh Bpemsi?
BmecTo Toro yToOB! Kak MOKHO CKOpee pa3o0paThes C 3arOBOPIIUKAMH.

— ... Ho, npexne yem Bce peuiath, AaBaiiTe OnpeaeauMcs ¢ IIaBHbIM. JIMHapus, Kakoi Bbl
caMu BUIUTE CBaIbOY? DTO mpeske BCero Balll npa3aHuK. MHe X0Telnoch Obl yUecTh BAITH MOXKea-
HUSL.

Moe noxenanue, 4ToObl ee BOBCE He ObLIO. YBBI, €ro 51 BhICKa3aTh He MOTY.

— XwmmM... 3naere, neau Witbsica, y MEHsI HET HUKaKUX OCOOBIX MIPEANOYTEHUH.

— Kak 310? — yracna ynpiOKa Ha JIMIe UMIepaTpHIbl. — A Kak ke... [IBETOBasi raMMa WJIH,
MOXeT, TeMaThKa? Bbl XoTuTe yKpaiieHus: B BU/E [[BETOB WJIM Marn4ecKue WLTIO3UM?

— Ipocrute, nequ Wnbsica. YecTHO TOBOpsi, s1 HE OTIMYAIOCh BKYCOM B Jiejie OpraHU3aliu
npuemoB. C 3TUM MHE BCer/ia IOMOTaJIi MOMOIIHHUIIBI WU CITyKaHKH.

Jlydiie cpasy mpu3HAThCs, MOXKET, TOTJa UMIIEpaTpHIla BO3bMET BCe 3TU 3a00THl Ha ceosl.
HeMHOro coBecTHO 3aCTaBIsITh €€ B3BAJIUTh 9TO Ha ce0sl, 3Has1, YTO CBabOa He COCTOMTCS, HO. .. Bee
BOIPOCHI K €€ MAChIHKY.

— Kak ke Tak... — MCKpeHHe pacCTponIach KEHIIMHA.

— TNonnmaere, MmoM BocnuTaHueM 3aHumaics orer. C caMoro AeTcTBa MeHsl TOTOBWIIM B
MIPAaBUTEJIBHUIIBI, & IOTOMY OOJIbIlle BHUMAHUS YAENSIIOCh HE CBETCKOMY OOPa30BAHUIO U PA3BUTHIO
BKYCa, a TOCYIapCTBEHHOMY YCTPOIO.

Ha poctut meHs JIuHapusi. Benb ee kak pa3 yMyApriIiCh OOyUUTh U CBETCKUM ITPEMYIPOCTSIM,
U JIeJ1aM TIOTUTUIECKUM, HO 51 U3 ceOsl TAKOTO M300pa3iTh HE CMOTY.

— Yr0 Xe... — B3/I0XHYJIa UMIIepaTpulia, — BUIUMO, 3TO MO CyIbOa. . .

S monHsNa HAa Hee HeIOyMEHHBIN B3TJISA.

— 4 Tak HagesIack, YT0 003aBEAyCh HEBECTKOM, C KOTOPOW CMOT'Y, HAKOHEII, pa3/ieIuTh UHTe-
pecsl. Ho yBBI, Bce J€TH, UTO OKPYXAIOT MEHS, YPE3BBIUYANHO YEPCTBbI, — C TPYCTHOMW YIIBIOKOM
npu3Hajiach oHa. — VmmepaTopckasi KpOBb CHIIbHA, U MOM AETH OOJIAJal0T MPUCYIIMMHU MMITepa-
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TOPCKOMY JIOMY MTPAKTHYHOCTBIO M yIIpsIMCTBOM. Kupanuu Oosibliie MHTEpecHa MaruJeckas Hayka
uccreioBanusi. MHe Tak 1 He yAajioch pa3BUTh B HEW UyBCTBO IMPEKPACHOTO — OHA BUIIUT €O JIUIIb
B CTPOTHUX JIMHUAX (DOPMYJL.

[Tpo3Byyasno kak xajnoda, HO f-TO BHUEIA CKPHITYI0O MaTepHHCKYI0 ropaocTb. [lo MHe, Tak
J€BOYKA TPABWJIBHO PasMbIIUIs/IAa — Marus eid MPUTOAWTCs [UIsl BBUKMBAHHUSL BO JIBOpIE Kyda
Ooble, YeM yMeHne coOMparh OyKEeThbl M OAOUPATh HAPS/IBL.

— A Kupacy uHTepecHBI JIMIIb MPUKJII0YEHYECKUEe POMaHbl M TPEHUPOBKHM, — MPOJOJIKUIIA
KaJIoBaThCs UMIIepaTpuia. — 1 Hajgesnach, YTO MOXKET XOTh C BAMU MHE YJACTCSl HaWTH OOIIHIA
SI3BIK. ..

— IIpoctute, ecau pazouapoBaia Bac.

Ho mHe 310 TONBKO B TUTIOC. MeHblle BEpOATHOCTH, YTO HMMIIEpATpUlla PEIIUT BEPHYTh
HEBECTKY, KOIJla Ta OTKakeTcs OoT Opaka. Jla v 1iesM MOHPaBUTCsl POACTBEHHUKAM Tepelo MHOW He
CTaBUJIM.

— Her, yto Bbl. D10 Aaxe K jayumeMmy. Jluimb oyepeqHoi pa3 noareepxkaaeT, yto Kcanap
chesas MpaBWIbHBINA BhIOOp. Bam 3HakOMO Opems BJIAcTH, a, 3HAUYUT, BBl CMOXETE PA3AeiIuTh TU
TATOTHI BMECTE C HUM. $1, K COkaJleHHIO, He MOIJIa STOTO C/IeJIaTh IPU BCEM XKeJIaHUH, — 33 [yMajiach
umrneparpuna. — [la u He crpemusiack. Ho Bbl He no3Bostsiiite ce0st 3aaBunyTh, Jlunapus. a, Kcanmp
yIIpsiM, HO, B OTJIMYME OT CBOETO OTLIA, YMEET MPUCITYIINBATHCS K JJOBOJIAM.

C st011 ero uepTont A yxe 3Hakoma. VIMEHHO u3-3a Hee MHE Tenephb MPEICTOUT ONPEAETUTHCS
C MOOOBHBIMHU MHTEpEcaMu camoil Jieau Mitbsichl.

— PazrosapuBaiite ¢ HuM, JIMHapus1, He 3aMaTYMBaiiTe HU OOMIbI, HU MIPETEH3UH, U TOT/IA BCE
CJIOKUTCST XOPOIIIO.

— buaronapio 3a coser, jeau Nibsca.

— Ho Bce ke, Ha mpaBax CBEKpOBH, MHOT/a 51 Oyly OTHUMATh y HEro Ballle BHUMaHue. [[op —
Ba)KHAS YacTh MOJUTUIECKON KU3HU cTpaHbl. C HUIM HYXKHO YMETh 00paIlaThCsl, YUTaTh €ro HaCTPo-
eHUsl, U HUKOIJa He CTOMT HAJOJIO OCTABJATH MPEJOCTABJICHHBIM CaMUM ceOe, — HEOKHIAHHO
CEepbe3HO 3aroBOpUJIa UMIEpaTpuIia. — 5 MOy MOMOYb BaM MOHAYaITy, HO BbI JIOJKHBI HAYUUThCS
camu ¢ HUM oOpatarbes. IHora ObIBaeT 10CTaTOUHO MPOBECTH JIUIIb OIHO YATIUTHE, YTOObI BBISIC-
HUTh, KAKMe MBICTIM U HACTPOEHUsI OPOASIT Cpelly PUIBOPHBIX, M MPEAYPEUTh MPoOaeMsbl. JKeHbI
Y JIOYEpHU 32YacTyIO 3HAIOT ¥ 3aMeYaloT Kyja OoJIbIle, YeM AyMalOT MYKUHMHBI.

— IloBepsre, g 310 3HaIO.

Hemapowm ctons jier HaOmoaana 3a Xxaucon YpaHued. D1a KeHIMHA TPy JIBope oOagaia
e/lBa JId He OOJIBIIMM BIIUSIHUEM, YeM ee MYX, a OH BCe-TaKH ObUI TJIABOM CITyKObI O€30MaCHOCTH.

— He comueBaiock. He Goiitech u He nepesxuBaiite, Jlunapus. 1 Oyny momorarth BaM, Tjie
cMory. S u npeJaHHbIe MHE JIIOAY, a TAKUX MIPU JIBOpE JOCTaToYHO. [109TOMY NIepBbIM J€I0M, CTOUT
MO3HAKOMHTH Bac ¢ HUMH. Kak BbI CMOTpHUTE Ha TO, YTOOBI 3aBTpa MOMPUCYTCTBOBATh HA MOEM Yae-
nutun? Tam coGepyTcst Bce OnaropogHbie Jied, aKTUBHO YYaCTBYIOIIME B MPHUIBOPHOW KU3HU U
YacTo MOSIBJISIIONIMECS BO ABOpIie. KOHeYHO, He BceM M3 HUX S IOBEPSII0, HO YKaxXy, HA KOrO MOXKHO
00paTUTh BHUMAaHHE.

— Byny pana, — BeiaBuna st u3 ceds yabIOKy.

OuepenHort cBeTckuii rpueM. JlagHo, 3aTo0, MOKET, yIacTCsl y3HATh O €€ MOKJIOHHUKAX ?

Hexkortopoe Bpemst Mbl 00cysk1amu ipueM. OHa Kaskayo HeIemo cooupana Jeau, 9To0b 00cy-
IUTh HOBOCTHU, JOTOBOPHUTHCSI O TIPOBEACHUU OYEPEJHOTO TOPKECTBEHHOTO MEPOIPHUSTHS, TIOrOBO-
pUTh O OJIarOTBOPUTENBHOCTY — XKU3Hb ONAropogHbIX J1aM, Kak oHa ecTb. M oOnagast 1ocTaTouHOM
BHUMATEIbHOCTBIO ¥ IPOHMLIATEILHOCTHIO, UMIIEpaTpHIIa y3HABAIA O BHYTPEHHUX Jejax cemeil. MHe
Ha 9TU pacCyXAeHHs OCTaBAIOCh TOJIIBKO KMBATh — B TIONOOHBIX MHTPUrax sl He Oblia cuiibHa. Hako-
Hell, Mnbsica OTMeTHIIa MOIO OTCTPAaHEHHOCTh U CKaJTUIACh.
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— Ha ceroans 3akoHunm, JIuHapust, — MATKO yJIbIOHynack MHe. — I 3a0bl1a, 4TO BUepa y Bac
BBIJJAJICS CJIOXKHBIN Beuep. A BaM ellle HyXKHO TIOITOTOBUTHLCS K 3aBTPAIIHEMY JHIO — IEepPBOE BIle-
YyaTIieHre OYeHb BAKHO. Y Bac HAWETCS MOAXOASIIUI Haps UM TIPUCIIATh K BAM MOETO IMOPTHOTO?

— Ero BennuecTBo yxe 03a00THIICS MOMM TapepoOoM, — 3aBepuiia s KEHIIUHY.

— Hapo xe, He oxuyiana Takoro noHuManus ot Kcannapa, — yaueunace Unbsica. — Torma
MOXHO He OecrokouThcs. Bee, 4To OT Bac Tpedyercs, BHIJIAAETh CTOMb e BEJIUKOJIEITHO, Kak W Ha
TIOMOJIBKE. A C OCTaJIbHBIM pa30epych 5.

— Bnaropmapio 3a 3a6oty, nequ Unbsica.

— He crout. Mbl Bce ke 1moutu cembst. iaure otapixath. A MeHs yKe 32K JaIUCh (DPEHIIMHBIL.
Ha, Jlunapus, BaMm Toxe mpuercs ux cede BeIOpath. COBETYIO 3aBTpa MPUCMOTPETHCS K MOJIOIBIM
He3aMykHUM Jiequ. [locMoTpuTe, KTO Bac 3aMHTEPECYET, a MOCe 51 PACCKaXy BaM PO HUX MOAPOO-
Hee.

— Xoporuo, Jienu Mnbsca.

Eme ne xBatasio pagoctu. Eciu 3a MHO# CTaHET XOAUTH TOJIA BEUHO XUXUKAIOIIUX U CIUIET-
HUYAOIIUX JaM, s BOOOIe HUYero He cMory jaenarb. Hamo Oyaer Kak-To 0OOrOBOPUTH 3TOT MOMEHT
¢ Kcanapowm.

Huskuil OKJIOH B CTOPOHY MMIIEPATPHIIBL, U s CIIENTy B CTOPOHY JBepeir — cBobona. He to
4yT0OBI MIThsica ObLIa TUIOXO0H COOSCeHUIICH, HO 3aTPOHYTHIE CETOIHS TEMbI MHE ObLUTH JTMOO HEWHTE-
PEecHBI, TMOO OMACHBI. YBBI, HA KAKOe-TO BpeMsI MPHUETCS MPUBBIKATh K TAKOMY — 3TO He ITOCTIeJHU
Halll pa3roBop.

Wmnepatpuiia okazanack Mpasa, 3a JIBEPhI0 €€ OKHUIAJ LEJblid IeCITOK MepeMaxBaIOIIUXCS
Beepamu Jieid. CTOMJIO M 3aMeTUTh MeHS, TIOKUHYBIIYIO TTOKOM MMITEPaTPUIIbl, KAK OHU TYT ke
CKJIOHWJIUCh B PEBEPAHCaX.

— Barrie BBICOYECTBO, — BBIJIOXHYJIH JIEIU C Pa3HOUM CTENEeHbIO MOJ000CTpacTHs, KUaas Ha
MeHSI B3IJISIBI UCTIONTOOBS.

— Jlenu, — n3006pa3miia 1 OTBETHBIN MOKJIOH U MOCTICINIA COSKAaTh.

S yxe mouTv MOKUHYNIA KOPUIOP, BEMYIIMA K TIOKOSIM UMIIEpATPHIIb, KOTJa IOYYBCTBOBAJIA
€ro — CBepJIAIINIA 3aThUIOK B3MIIsiI. He mpocTo MHTepec — MOYTH OIyTUMYIO YIPO3y U HETPUSI3Hb.
BhICTpBI OBOPOT TOJIOBHI U S yCIIeBalo ee 3aMeTHTh. HeBbIcOKast KyapsiBast OpIOHETKa, UyTh CTapIle
MEHs, B IJIaThe CO CIMIIIKOM ITyOOKMM BBIPE30M, Ha MOH B3MJIsA . Jleau Oblila MHE He3HAKOMa — €€ He
ObLTI0 cpeau nosapasisionx Hac ¢ Kcanapom Ha 6asy. M Bo BpeMsi KOHKYPCOB MbI HE TTEPECEKAIIHCh.
Toraa oTkya 3Ta UCKpEeHHsISI HEHABUCTD B ee B3isie? M ObUTO B HEl YTO-TO JIMUHOE. . .

310 yKe UHTepecHO. .. Kaxercs, MHe OyaeT 0 ueM CpocHTh BeuepoM umneparopa. M Borpoc
MO CHOBa OyJIeT eMy He CITUIIKOM IPUSATHBIM.

skkook

Kcanpap ko MHe siBuiicst mo3aHUM BedepoM. K Moemy cokasieHuio, He ¢ TyCThIMU pPyKaMH.

— W3BoymuT 1 Mos peKpacHasi HeBecTa OTYKUHATh CO MHOW? — YTOYHUJI OH C YJIBIOKOM,
niepeaBasi LeJyI0 CTOIKY Pe3HbIX MIKaTyaok Jlunapuu. He ommOych, ecim mpeamnonoky, 4To Tam
yKpaleHus, 00 OTCyTCTBUU KOTOPBIX ellle YTPOM COKpyIaiach mpuHiecca. [lomyunte, pagyiTech.
Jlaxe oTciofa BUKY, KAKUM JTIOOOTBITCTBOM TOPST I71a3a KPOHITPUHIIECCHI — UHTEPECHO el TIOCMOT-
PeTh Ha POJIOBBIE YK PAITIeHU s HIMITEPATOPCKOTO oMa. [[ist MeHs ke WX eTUHCTBEHHBIN TLTIOC COCTOSIT
B BO3MOXHBIX (DYHKITMSIX 3aIIUTHI.

— MoxeT ObITh, — XMBIKHYJIA $I, TPOBOAUB B3MIsAA0M JlnHapuio. — Eciu y Bac Haiinercs
6oJiee BECOMBIN TOJAPOK.

— Most neu *kenaet moiapoK ? — BCIBIXHY/IM I71a3a UMIiepatopa. MyKduHa IPOTSHYJ PYKY,
¥ MHE TPHIIUIOCh BJIOKHUTh B HEE CBOIO JIaJJOHb, KOTOPYIO TYT k€ Harpaauin rnoueayeM. — OmHO
JIMIIb CJIOBO U JII0OOE Ballle Mokenanue OyAeT UCTIOTHEHO.

— BbI ObI He pa30pachIBAIMCh TAKMMU OOCTIIAHUSAME, — HAXMYPHJIIACh 1.

— 41 3Ha10, KOMY MOKHO JIeJIaTh TaKue MpeasIokeHus, — ycMexHyscst Kcanmp.
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— Hukomy Hemnb34.

— Moxno. ToMy, KTO, K CO)KaJIEHHIO, HIUETOo OT MeHs He xoueT. Ho Bce ke, 0 Kakom nopapke
TOBOPUJIU BbI?

— O caMoOM LIEHHOM Ha JAaHHbIII MOMEHT — MH(OPMaLIH.

— VBBI, 371€Ch MHE [TOKa HEUeM Bac NMOPaZ0BaTh, — B3/I0XHYJI MyXXYMHA. — MOU JTI01 HaYaJIu
cobupaTh MH(POPMAIIKIO, HO ITO JIeJI0 He ofHoro AHs. Tem Gosiee ¢ yueToM TOro, YTo MOM POICTBEH-
HUKU 320pajvich IOBOJIBHO JaJieKo OT ABopia. EMMHCTBEHHOE, U4TO NOKA MOKHO CKa3aTh C YBEpEH-
HOCTBIO — HU JI1, HA Ky3eHa MOCJIeTHUI IOl B CTOJIUIIE HE ObLIO.

— IlonsTHO.

OtBeT ObUT 0XKUIAEM, XOTSI 5 [TOHAEsUIaCh HA MUCTHUYECKHE CTIOCOOHOCTH TAWHBIX CITYKO MMITe-
puu. Ho Bummmo, naxke Mx HEIOCTaTOUHO, YTOOBI OBICTPO Pa3KUThCS HYKHON MH(pOpMAITUEH.

— 3Ha4MT JIM 3TO, YTO TeNepb Bbl OTKAKETECh CO MHOU yKMHATh?

— He roBopwure riynocreit, — MoMOpIIuIach s ¥ EPBOM MIarHyJa K JBEpH, BEAYyIIEeH B CTOJO-
By10. — Tem Oosee 4To 3TO, MOXOKE, EAMHCTBEHHOE BpeMsl B TEUEHHUE JTHS, KOTIa Mbl MOXEM I10TO-
BOPHTb.

Ia, 310 6T HeOOBINOM yIIpeK. 51 OarogapHa 3a BO3MOKHOCTD MEPEIOXHYTh, HO €CITH KasK bl
MO¥ JIeHb OyJeT COCTOSITh UCKJIIOUUTETbHO U3 OOIIEHHSI C IMITepaTpULieid ¥ MPUABOPHBIMU U BeUep-
HEro MOABEACHNS UTOTOB C UMIIEpaTOpoM — s1 ylaBiioch. Vi copych. HensBecTHo, UTo Xyxe.

— JluHapus, MHe XaJjb, YTO s HE MOTY YAEISTh BaM JOJUKHOTO BHUMAHUsSI, — TOCEPbE3HeN
Kcanpap. — Ceroanst ObLT A€HCTBUTENBHO 3arpyKEeHHBIH 1eHb. MBI OTITPABIISUIN O IOMaM YYaCTHUII
otoopa. Ha Oymyiee 3HaiiTe — eciv BaM 3aX0YETCsl IOTOBOPUTbH, YTO-TO Y3HATh WJIM MPOCTO YBH-
IeThCsI — TOJIBKO CKaXHUTe OXpaHe. Bac mpoBoAsT B MOl KaOMHET WK B JIIOOOE APYroe MecTo, Iie s
OyIly HaXOAUTHCs, €cir 3TO BO ABople. COOTBETCTBYIOIIME pacriopsikeHus s yxke otaai. U s Bceraa
Oyly paj Balemy BU3UTY — JIMIITHUH MTOBOJ C/IENIATh XOTh KOPOTKYIO MEPE/IBIIIIKY.

Ha MraoBenue MHe cTasio HeygoOHO nepe HuM. EcTecTBeHHO, UTO OH BCe BpeMsl YeM-TO 3aHSIT.
W, KOHEYHO, OH HUYYTh HE MEHBIIIE MOETO MeUTaeT Pa3o0paThCsl C 3arOBOPIIUKAMHU. [JIyro BUHUTD
€ro, YTO MHE TaK TATOCTHO B POJIM MPOXJIaXJAIOLIENCS TPUHIIECCHI.

— 310 BBI MeHS ITpocTUTe. be3aencTBre 1 HeM3BECTHOCTh MEHSI YTOMJISIIOT. XOUETCsl [IOCKopee
CO BCEM pa300paThCsl.

[TpuHsB pyKy UMIeparopa, s mpocieoBaia 3a HUM B CTOJIOBYIO.

— be3sneiictBre? — HEMHOrO yIMBWIICSA MYK4YMHA, OTOABUras JUisl MeHs cTyl. — MHe cka-
3aJI, BBl CETOJHSI BCTPEUAIUCh ¢ UMIieparpuie. 51 gymas, Bbl Hauaiyd oOCyKAEHHe OpraHu3alluu
CBaIcOHOM TIePEeMOHUMU.

— TMoaroroBka cnivcka Jen s CBabObl yTOMJISIET MeHsI etrie Oosbire. Jlaxke omHa MBICTb 00
3TOM BIOHSIET B TOCKY, — CKPUBHJIACH $1, 3aCTABUB UMIIEPATOPA PACCMESTHCS.

— Bl roBopuM, opraHuzanys TOPKECTB HE Ballla CUJIbHASI CTOPOHA, HO s HE Aymall, uTo
HacTonbKo. Vnm mpoGieMa UMEeHHO B TeMaTHKe Mpa3HuKa?

— B oM uncne u B Heil. U MHe. .. HeyZoOHO OOMaHbIBaTh UMITEPATPHILY.

— Takosa nons npasutens. IHOrOa MpuxoanuTcs BpaTh Aaxe caMbiM OJMM3KHM, — C Mpad-
HOM 3aQyMunBOCTbI0 3ameTri1 Kcanap. Ha MrHoBeHre Mesx HaMu MOBUCIIO TATOCTHOE Momyanue. Ho
MMIIEPaToOp 4yTh BCTPSIXHYJ TOJOBOM U, YIBIOHYBIIHMCH, TPOTSAHY MHEe OoKan. — JlaBaiite He Oynem
0 TUIOXOM. 3a TO, YTOOBI 3aBTPAIIHUH JIeHb ObLT JIyUIlle, YeM CerOJHSIITHUN ?

— Jla BBl ONTUMUCT, — XMBIKHYJIA $1, JeJ1ast [JIOTOK.

— Tospko BMecTe ¢ BamMH.

Ero cnoBam s1 He noBepwia HU Ha MUT. C TaKUM-TO TOJIOKEHUEM M UCTOPUEH ONTUMHUCTOM OH
TouHO He Obul. Ho ymeno ero pasbirpsiBasl. Yero TogbKO CTOMIM STH 3asBJICHUS], YTO OH WINET Ha
0TOOpE CBOIO €IMHCTBEHHYIO HACTOSIIIYIO JIIOOOBb. A 0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO UCKaJ OH 3aroBopIiuKkoB. Cro-
BaM IOJIUTHKA HUKOT/IA HeJb3sl JOBepsTh. M TONBKO 51 00 9TOM MoiyMasa, Kak OH BbIIAJT OYepeJHOE
HEBEPOSITHOE 3asiBJICHUE.
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— Ecium BBl Tak crpagaere ot O6e30EWCTBUS, TO y MEHS €CTh K BaM MpeiokeHne. Moxere
OCTaBHTH BCE JieJia 10 OpraHm3aimu cBaabObl Mitbsice 1 momous MHe. [lymaio, Takoe BpeMsi ipenpo-
BOKJIeHHe OyleT BaM IpuBblYHee. TONbKO CKakuTe, Kakas cepa Bac MHTEpeCyeT, U yxke 3aBTpa s
MO3HAKOMJIIO BAaC C COOTBETCTBYIOIIUM MUHUCTPOM, — MPEJIOKUI UMIIEpaTop.

S nmonmaBmiiachk oT HeoxuJaHHOCTH. Cepbe3HO, 3Ta ceMbsl pelnia MeHs aoBectu. M3 Bcex
monei, yToObl UMeHHO KcaHp perm nonennThesl BIacTbio M OTBETCTBEHHOCTHIO? [locre ero ucto-
pum 310 OBUIO IEUCTBUTETLHO HEBEPOATHO. Yl HEMHOTO JIbCTHII0. MOXKET OBbITh, 51 Obl U 3aHSJIACH YEM-
TO OoJsiee ToJIe3HBIM. BOT TOJBKO. .. B OmIMUMe OT HacTosiiiel JInHapuu, st HUIYero He CMbIC/IWIIA B
yIipaBieHnu cTpanoid. EnuacTBeHHas cdepa, rae s Moria Obl IPUMEHUTh CBOM 3HaHU s, — 3TO 00ec-
neyeHue Oe3onmacHocT qBopua. Ho kK 3ToMy MeHsI Tak MPOCTO He JOMYCTSIT.

— DT0 0YeHb 1e/Ipoe npeiokenue. [laxe cauikoM. Boock, Bal MUHUCTpPBI Bac HE OMMYT,
— TOMBITAJIACh 51 CBECTHU BCE K LIYTKE.

— Ecimu g otgam mpukas, oHM NOCHIYIIAOT, — C OLIEJOMIISIONIEN YBEPEHHOCTHIO 3asIBUJI
Kcanpap. — Kpome toro, mouemy Obl He Ha4uaTh Cpa3y BBOIUTH Bac B Kypc jein B ctpaHe? Ouepen-
HOU MOBOJI TIOKA3aTh 3arOBOPILMKAM, HACKOJIBKO 51 CEPbE3€H B CBOEM PELIEHUH, U KaK CTPEMHUTEIBHO
YCKOJB3a€T U3 UX PyK BO3MOXKHOCTb 3aHSTh TPOH, — C 3aMETHOM YIpO30M B a/lpeC HEM3BECTHBIX
IIPOTUBHUKOB YCMEXHYJICS OH.

— W Bce ke, g BbIHYkK/AEHa OTKa3arbecs. 1 y MeHs yke BaXkHOe 3a/laHKe: MHE HYXHO IpH-
CMaTpHBATHCS K UMITEPATPHLIE, YTOOBI OMPEAEIUTD €€ TIOKJIOHHUKOB. ByaeT cliokHO 3T0 crenarh, He
HaxXoIsICh pAaoM. Tak 4To MpUAETCs MHE Y4acTBOBATh B CBAICOHBIX MTPUTOTOBJICHHSIX.

— Kak ckaxere, JIunapus. Ho s 0T CBOMX CJIOB HE OTKa3bIBalOCh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MPUCMOT-
peThb 3a WIIbsicOil MOXET M KTO-TO M3 CITyKObI O€30I1aCHOCTH.

— He crour. Ecim k Helt monOupaeTcst KTo-TO U3 3arOBOPIIIUKOB, 3TO MOXKET UX HACTOPOKHUTb.

— Hapetoch, uTo OHa Bee ke OKa)eTcst HU MPU YeM, — MpPayHO 3aMETUJI UMIIEPaTop.

A BOT 51 ObI He Termmia ceOst JIOKHBIMU HaJlesk1aMu. M 3TOT pa3roBop HAIOMHIIT MHE KOE O YeM.

— Kcangp, g xorena yTO4HUTb, Bbl 3HAKOMBI CO BCEMHM (PpEefIMHAMU UMIIEPaTpPULIbI?
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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