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O yeM MeuTaeT OAMHOKUI APAKOH B HOBOrOAHIO HOUb? KoHeuHo ke, 0 Tou,

YTO CTaHET ero CyKeHOM...A 4To 3arajaeT JeByllKa, Bcrpevarwoiasi HoBblil ron B
onuHoYecTBe? BBITh MOXKET, BCTPETUTH JTI0OOBH BCell cBOe ku3HM ?rpas pob
CHerypouku Ha JETCKOM YTPEHHUKE, He OKUJAelllb HUKaKuX clopnpu3oB.IIpoiitu
CKBO3b YKPAIICHHYIO apKy H... OKa3aThCsl B JPYTOM MHUPE, B OOBSITHSAX 3araJOYHOrO
MykarHbI? K10 Ob1 MOT TTOyMaTh! A masbiie?ITo MosI cKa3ka. 3HAYMT, 1 cama
pelian, Kak ei pacropsiIUThCSI.
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JIpakon Ha HoBbIil roa, nim
CHerypouka B I0JJapoOK

I'maBa 1

4l Kak OOBIYHO HE yAepKaslach U B3siIa BHIXOIHBIE HA OCHOBHOW padote. Tam st Oblia OOBIKHO-
BEHHBIM MEHEKEPOM 10 KOMMYHHKAIMSM U TIPOBOJIMJIA CBOM THU B OECKOHEUHBIX CKYYHBIX COBE-
IIaHUAX ¥ MOHOTOHHBIX oTuyeTax. Ho TyT pa3pascs 3BOHOK C NpeJIoKEHHUEM CHOBa MoApadoTaTh
CHerypouko# Ha JIeTCKMX yTpeHHHKax. becriaTHo, KOHeYHO, B KauecTBe 0JIarOTBOPUTEILHOCTH.

MasieHbKHE IeTH ¢ UX UCKPEHHUMH YJIBIOKaMU M BOCTOPXKEHHBIMU I71a3aMu. .. Kak ke s ux
mo6mo! CBoMX JieTell y MeHs TaK U He TOSIBUJIOCh, []a U CO3JaBaTh CEMbIO OBIO HE C KEM — MYXK
He 3a/iepKajics, yiesa 6e3 0ObsCHEeHUI. Y MeHsI B TOJIOBE 3apOIJIaCh MBICIIb: MOXKET, IIOPa 3aBECTH
KOIIKY? XOTs ObI COCTABUT KOMITAaHUIO B CTAPOCTH.

4l Bcerna MeuTana o JOMaIrHeM ITUTOMIIE, HO C OBIBIIMM MYKEM 3aBECTH €TI0 TOXKE He MOy 4H-
J0chk. Y Myxa OblIa XKyTKasl aJuleprus Ha IIepcTh, a CaM OH OKa3aJICs... STOMCTUYHBIM MOHCTPOM.

Mbl paccranuch, HO 3T0 ObUI JaJIEKO HE MUPHBIA pa3Boi. BhIBIIMI M ero Mama MbITAJIUCh
0TOOpaTh Y MEHs BCE, YTO CUUTAIN CBOMM, XOTSI 9TO OBLIO KYIJIEHO MHOM 110 Opaka. 51 Goponack 3a
CBOIO COOCTBEHHOCTB, 33 YECTh, 32 IPABO HA CUACTHE.

W BoT Teneps s cHOBa cTos11a B KocTioMe CHerypoukwy, yasi0anach AeTsIM, cilyllaja X BOCTOp-
’KEHHbIE KPUKH U MeUTaJla O TOM, 4TO KOT/1a-HUOYAb y MeHs Oy/IeT IyIIUCTHIN APYT, KOTOPBIN cOrpeeT
B XOJIOZHBIE BEUEPa U HAIIOMHUT O TOM, YTO 51 HE OJIHA B 9TOM MMpE.

— Thl onATh BUTaelb B oOnakax? Kak MOXHO ObITh TAKOI MeuTaTeIbHOM B TBOEM Bo3pacte?
— HanapHuua, urpawouas lena Mopo3za, HeIOBOJIbHO CKpUBHJIA I'yOBI.

Jla, My’K4rHY Ha 9Ty pOJb Mbl JaXe HE UCKaJIU, BCErJa CIIPABJIsIACh CAMMU.

— [Hauica TeGe moii Bo3pact! S1 Bcero Ha Tpu rofa crapiie! — ¢ pasapaxeHueM (pbIpKHYya 5.

— Bosnbmas pasHuiia! — xMeikHys1a MapuHa, JIOBKO JIaBUpYs B poOKe. Ee MasleHbK Ui «KyK»
MPOTHCKUBAJICS TaM, TJie Ipyrue aBTOMOOWIN Jlake He MeUTalu poexarb. — MHe TpUuaTh ceMb,
a Tebe copok! 3By4uT NO-pasHOMy!

— Orcranb! — OrpbI3HYyJIach £, YyBCTBYS, KaK BHYTPH 3aKUIAET 3J710CTb. — 3a4eM Thl HaIlo-
MHHAaeIIb MHE O TOM, 4TO ObLJIO HeJemo Ha3aa? DTo ObUT XYAIIHMA JeHb POKICHHUS B MOEH KU3HHU !

INonpyra pe3ko noBepHysach KO MHE, MOJHAB OPOBU OT BO3MYLIEHUS.

— Hamek 1ebe, 4TO Thl HEMPaBUJIbHO KMBeLIb! Kak MOXHO JOKHUTH O TaKUX JIET M MOYTH
He umeTh Apysei? HyxHo obuiarbes, nocemarb Kakue-To MepoNpUsTUsl, 3HAKOMUTbCS C HOBBIMU
monapMu! Tel cBOOOJHASA, KpacuBasl. .. ycremHas!

S oTBEpHYJIach K OKHY, CTapasCh HE BbIJATh CBOETO Pa304apOBaHUS.

— A MOXeT, MHE 1 He Hy)XeH HUKTO, — IpoOypuaia cede Mo HOC, ¥ Ha I71a3a HaBepHY/IUCh
CJIE3BI.

Hukorna we moOwia ObITh B IIeHTpe BHUMaHMs. He moOnaa HOBble 3HAKOMCTBA, He JIIoOMIa
LIyMHbIE MECTA. .. MHe HpaBWJIOCh OIMHOYECTBO.

— V T1ebs naxke KoTa HeT. .. — nojyiena MaprHka, 1 BHYTPH MeHsI 4TO-TO CKaJlock. — TONBKO
a! beccmenHas!

4l mpomonyana, XoTsl cepile pBaJoch Ha 4yacTu. 1 He XoTena MeHSThCs, HO MapuHa Obuta
npasa. Ee cioBa He 1aBajii MHE IIOKOSI.

— A mHe u Te0s xBartaeT! Thl 1aBHO yXke Kak pojiHasi, — CKa3aja Kak eCTb, IVI/1s Ha MOfIpYTy
C HEKHOCTBIO M TeTIOTON. — W IeTH TBOM Kak IUIEMSIIKH, JToOmo ux 6e3yMHo! OHUM Takue CBETIIbIe
Y PAafOCTHBIE, KAK MAJIEHBKHAE COJIHBIILIKH.
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— JlaBaii He 1aBU Ha KaJIOCTh, — OHA PACTPOTayach, U €e 1j1a3a CTaIM BJIaXHBIMHU. — Thl HaM
TOXE He uykas... Ho OIHOI Hesb3s UATH 10 KU3HU — HYXKHO, YTOOBI PSIIOM ObLIT CBOH, JIIOOUMBIiA
YeJloBeK, KOTOPBIN OyJIeT AepkaTh 3a PyKy B JIIOOOW CUTYaIIWH.

— Hapo... HaBepHOoe, — s TUXO B3JOXHYJIA, CTApasACh OTOIHATH IPYCTh.

BuyTpr Mens OymeBasnia Oypsi SMOLIMIL: C OMHOM CTOPOHBI, 1 TOHMMAaJa, YTo MapuHa mpasa, ¢
ApPYro — B MOEM cep/lie He ObUIO MeCTa JJIsi HOBOH JIIOOBH. ..

He crana roBoputs e, 4To JaBHO peliia: 0e3 JI0OBU HEeT CMbIC/Ia HAaUMHATh OTHOIICHUS. A
BOT €€ Kak pa3 M HeocTaBasio. $1 He Bujena Toro, ¢ KeM XoTtesia Obl IPOBECTH OCTATOK KM3HU. Toro,
KTO CMOT OBl 3aIOJIHUTH TY MYCTOTY, YTO MOCEMIACh B MOEM Cep/le.

A XOTenoch Kak B CKa3Ke: XOI — Mbl CMOTPUM JIPYT Ha ApyTa, ¥ BOT OHA, JIIDOOBb HA BCIO KM3Hb !
Beunasi, kak 3Be31bl Ha HeOe, U HUKAKasl pa3ilyKa, HA OIUH KOH(IMKT HE CMOTYT €€ pa3pyIIuTh.
Ho peanbHOCTh OKa3asach KeCTOKa, U s MPOIOKala HAMBHO XJaTh, KOTJIA 3Ta CKa3Ka MOCTYYUTCS
B MOIO JIBEpb. ..

Hakowner Mbl BbeXajiv B YIOTHBI TOPOJIOK U, TPOMETISAB MO Y3KUM YJIOUKaM, OKa3aJTUCh Y 3aBET-
HBIX BOpoT. Cepjlie 3aMepsio OT BOJHEHUSI — Hac KAl JeTCKUA JIOM, a MaJblIIA TaK MCKPEHHE
PaJoOBAIKCH HAILIEMY MTPUE3LY, YTO MBICIU 00 0TKa3e OoT poiu CHErypo4yKy MpPOCTO UCTIAPHITHCH.

Ha nopore Hac BCTpeTHIIN BOCTIMTATEN! C PaJOCTHBIMU YiIbIOKaMu. OHM C TPeneToM MOMOTJIH
BHECTH KOPOOKHM C TOJapKaMU U PeKBU3UT. MBI OBICTPO MEpeoiench, HAHECTH TPUM U pacrpejie-
JIMJIA TI0 MEIIKaM MoJapovHble HAOOpbl, Bellb JETH TaK JOJITO XJAIX 3TOro BoneOHoro aHs. Mx
CUSIIOIIIME B3IJISIIBI M 3BOHKHUI CMeX HATIOMHSUIM HAIIK Cep/lla CYaCTheM, ¥ Mbl ObLITA TOTOBHI CIEJaTh
BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI 3TOT JAE€Hb CTAJ JJIs1 HUX HACTOSIIIIMM YYIIOM.

Bor u crumiku pacckasanau, ¥ XOpOBOJ TIOBOAWIIM, U JKEJIaHHSI CBOU TOBEJAIM — TOpa HaM
cobupatbesi. Ho B mocienHuii MOMEHT KO MHE TIOJIOILIA IeBOYKA JIET TSATH, U C CEPbE3HBIM, TTOUYTH
B3POCIIBIM BUJIOM CIPOCHIJIA:

— A oI 3arajiana xenanue Ha HoBbiit rog?

— Her noka.

— OO6s3arenbHO 3arafaii! Y Hac ecTh BomieOHas apka kenanui. [Ipoliau yepes Hee v ogymai
O CaMOM 3aBETHOM JKeJIaHUH, OHO 00s13aTeNIbHO cOynercs!

— A 1BOE COBUIOCH?

JleBouka mpocusiia, CJIOBHO COJHIIE, O3apUBIIIEe MTACMYPHBIH JIEHb.

— Jla! Mens Hanuia 6a0yImika, MaMHHA MaMa, U OHa CKOpO 3adepeT MeHs aomoi! S oueHb
9TOro xotesia! — ee rojioc 3a3BeHes oT BoJHeHus. — [loiiaeM co MHOM, Tl TOXe JOJKHA TIOIPOOo-
BaTh. HO TOJIBKO jKeJTaHue IOTKHO ObITh CAMBIM 3aBETHBIM!

Sl HeyBepeHHO KMBHYJIA, B3sUIa POTSHYTYIO MAJICHBKYIO PYyUKY U TOIUIA 32 JAEBOYKON. DHTY-
31a3M MaJIBIIIKY ObLT 3apa3UTelieH, U s IOUYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK BHYTPH MEHS ITPOCHINIAETCS BEpa B UyJI0.

— Bor ona! — neBouka yka3asia Ha BUCSIIYIO HA HUTKax rupisiaay. — Mam ckopee!

Sl 3a)xMypuiach, 4yBCTBYs, Kak cepiiie HauuHaeT OuThesi ObicTpee. [IpencraBuia 1o, 0 yem
BTaiiHe MeuTasa: MPOCTOPHAsSI TOCTUHAS C BHICOKMMU MOTOJIKAMU U OOJIBIIIMMHI OKHAMH, Yepe3 KOTO-
pble TTPOHMKAET HESPKUI 3MMHHUI CBET; B IIEHTPE KOMHATBHI CTOMT BEJMUYECTBEHHAs! KUBasl €JIKa,
yKpallleHHas! KpaCUBBIMH MT'PYIIKAMU, MEPLAIOIIMME TUPISTHAAME U 30JI0THIMU IIMIIKAMU; €€ BETBH
AOCTAIOT JI0 caMoro notonka. Hacrosmias ckaska. ..

B yriy rocTuHO# ropuT KamMuH, HamoMHsSs KOMHATY TeryioM. lpoBa yIOTHO MOTPECKHMBAIOT,
a OrOHb OTOpPACHIBAET HA CTEHBI 30JI0TUCTHIE OTONECKH. Ps/IoM ¢ KAMUHOM CTOUT yIOOHOE Kpecso-
Kavajka, Ha HeM — MSATKUH TJIe]], B KOTOPOM TaK MPUSITHO TOHYTb.

Ha npa3zaHuvHOM cTosie, HakpbIToM OeJTIOCHEKHOM CKaTepThio, MEPLAIOT AECITKY cBedeld. OHM
co3aaioT arMocepy BomeOCcTBa M TAMHCTBEHHOCTH. Ha cTosne paccrapieHs! loOuMeble Omoza: 3amne-
YeHHasl MHJENKa, MUPOrH, caiarhl, (PpyKThl U ciagocTh. Bo3gyx HarojgHeH apoMaTaMu CBEKen
BBITICYKH, KOPHIIBI 1 MAaHJAPHHOB, OT KOTOPHIX CJIErKa KPY:KUTCS rOJIOBa.
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OKoJ10 KaMUHA pacCTaBJIEHbl YIOTHBIE KPECIIa, TIe MOXKHO YCTPOUTHCS BCEU CeMbel UM BMECTe
C IpY3bsIMH, HACIAXKAASICh TETJIOM OTHs 1 oOmmenreM. Ha creHax pa3BelliaHbl KApTUHBI U CeMElHbIe
ororpadum.

Bnpyr, coBHO U3 HUOTKY/a, IEPEA0 MHOU MOSIBUICS MYKUYMHA: BBICOKHI, CTPOMHBIH, C aKKY-
PaTHO MOACTPUKEHHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU, 3auecaHHbIMU Ha3al. Ero riasa nsera riryO0okoro u3ympyua pac-
IIMPUINCH OT YIWBIICHHUS, a YTOJKH TOHKUX I'yO IpOTHYJIH, CJIOBHO OH HE MOT TIOBEPUTh B IIPOUC-
xopsimee. MyxxunHa ObUT 0OJIaueH B CTAPUHHBIN (ppak — YEpHBIN, ¢ cepeOpUCTON BBIIMBKOW Ha
JalkaHaX U MaHXeTax, cJierka MOMSTBIN, HO BCe ele 1eraHTHhd. Kumet nox ¢hpakom ObLT Takxke
PACIIUT 30JI0TUCTHIMU HUTSMU, 2 HOTH 00JIerayii OpIOKU M3 KOXH, MOAYEPKUBAs UX CTPOMHOCTh. Ha
pyKax — OeJIOCHEKHbIE TIePYaTKH, OH JIake JAepiKajl TPOCThb C PE3HON PyUKOW M3 CIIOHOBOM KOCTH. . .

— A 0 Bac 51 He MeyTasna! — BO3MYTUJIACh $1, HE BEPsI B YBUJECHHOE.

W BHe3anHo 0co3Haia, 4To I71a3a-TO Y MEHS OTKPBITHI. . .
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I'maBa 2

MyxunHa marnyn 6miske. Ero miasa 3atsiruBaiy MeHsl, Kak JjBa riyOoKux omyTa. f 3amepia,
HE B CUJIaX OTBEPHYTHCH.

— A g MeuTasl UMEHHO O TaKOM MoJapKe! — cKa3ajl He3HaKOMEIl, ¥ ero CJoBa 9XOM pasfa-
JIMCh B MOe# rosioBe. Ero npusTHbIN OApUTOH POHUK B CaMyIO AYIIY, 3aCTABUB MOE CEp/IIe OUThCS
obICTpee.

3BYyK €ro rojioca, CJIOBHO Marusi, IpoIiesl o MOUM BeHaM, 3a/IeB KaKAyl0 HEPBHYIO KJIETKY.
MeHst Gy/ITO TOKOM yIapyiio, M BOJIOCHI Ha 3aThUIKE 3allIeBEIMIACh OT CTPAHHOTO BO30YKICHUSI.

— MyxuuHa, aepxure ceds B pyKax... — I IOKauHyJach, cTapasich CoOOpaThCsi C MBICIISIMU,
HO TEJIO He CIIYIAI0Ch. — ITO 4TO0, runHo3? ['ne a7

— Bbl y MeHs1 joma, — OTOpOIIXT OH, HE CITyCKasi ¢ MEHs TsKeJoro B3risaa. — U s Huuero
HE UCTIONb3YI0. DTO Marvsi UICTUHHBIX.

— HctunHbIX yero? — cropocuia s ¥ NOoMNbITaaach CAeaTh 1Iar, HaJlesiCh HATU BBIXOI.

Ho nuuero He npousonwio. S orsaenack, HO He yBUJeNIa HU IBEPU, HU apKU, HU MPOXOJa.
Hu-ye-ro!

— VcTrHHBIX Map, MOJIOBUHOK OTHOM AYIIM. .. — TFOJIOC HE3HAKOMIIA CTaJl HUKE, B HEM UyB-
CTBOBAJIACh CTPaHHAsI CHJIA.

My:xunHa czenai mar Ha3aj, pellivB, YTO MPOU3BOUT Iyraoiee BrneyarieHrue. Ho mpouso-
1iefiee He UCIyrajlo MeHs, a, CKOpee, 3aCTaBIIIO pacTepsAThcsl. TObKO UTO $ IIJ1a ¢ MAJIBIIIKON 32
PYKY, a Terepb CTOI0 HEMIOHSATHO Te, M CO MHOW HE3HAKOMBIN MY>KUMHA. . .

— Ho s ne nonumaro... Kro Bei? [louemy s 31ech? — 5 mbITanach TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHO, HO
roJIoC IpOXKa.

Hesznakomerr ynsiOHysIcs, U €ro yiblOKa MoKa3aJach MHE TaKOW TEIION, YTO Ha MTHOBEHHE $1
3a0bl1a 000 BCeX MepeKMBaHUSIX. Be3yclIOBHO, OH OBUT XOPOIII COOOH ¥ Jake YeM-TO HATTOMHHAIT apy-
CTOKPATOB CO CTAPUHHBIX aHIJIMHACKUX MOPTPETOB BOCEMHA/ILIATOTO BeKa. Ero TeMHble cierka BOJHU-
CThI€ BOJIOCHI ObLITH YJIOKEHBI B aKKYPATHYIO IPUYECKY, MOIYEPKUBAIONIYIO TPABUIIbHBIE YePThI JTULIA
1 OnaropogHyio ocanky. CJIOBOM, OHA €My OUEHb IIIJIa, KaK U KPACHBBIN, PACIIUTHIA CepeOPUCTBIMU
HUTSIMH (ppaK, KOTOPBIA 00JIerasn ero CTpoiHyio urypy.

I'naza, ryOokue v MpoH3UTENIbHbIE, OYATO CBETHIIUCh U3HYTPU, B HUX OTPakajlach MYIPOCTb.
Ha ry6ax urpaa jierkas yspiOka, JoOaBJIsomas ero oOJIMKy apMa U TAMHCTBEHHOCTH. B 3TOM Yerio-
BeKe ObUIO YTO-TO HE3EMHOE, CJIOBHO OH SIBUJICS U3 IPYTOr0 BPEMEHH WIIU MUPA.

OH cros1 Ha (hoHe GOITBHITIOTO rodelieHa ¢ M300paKEHUEM OXOTHI, KOTOPBIH HATTOHSUT 9TO MECTO
oco0oii atMocepoit cTapuHbl. [IBukeHNUsT MY KUMHBI ObUTM TUIABHBIMH M TPALIMO3HBIMU, KaK Y TaH-
110pa, YTO MOTYEPKUBAJIO €r0 APUCTOKPATUYHOCTD U 3MIETaHTHOCTh. OKUBIIIas KAPTUHKA U3 CKAa304-
HOW XU3HU... HO 3TO HE MOITI0 MPOMCXOAUTH CO MHOM !

3Halo 51 CBOe «Be3eHMEe». ITO TOYHO HE MOeE KeJlaHue !

— Kak orcrona BeiOparscs? Viu, st Obl 1a)ke ckazasia, Kak MHE BEPHYThCS?

Hesznakomer1 mputiypusics, CJIOBHO TIBITAasICh pasrajaTh MOIO TaiiHy. B ero riazax mMejabKHYJIO
YTO-TO, YTO 3aCTABUJIO MEHS HAIIPSUbCS.

— A BBI TOUHO 3TOTO Xejaete? BhiTh MOXeT, AaauTe MHE U ceOe HEMHOTO BpEeMEHH, YTOOBI
pazoOpatbes? [1o3BobTe MPUTTTACUTD Bac K CTOMY?

B ero ToHe 3Byuana cTpaHHas yBEpEHHOCTb, OTYErO M0 MOEH CIHHe Mpodeskal xonoaok. OH
CHOBA ClIeJlaJl 1Iar Ha3aj v yKa3aJl MHE Ha MPa3IHUYHBIA CTON. Bce BBIMIAAENO CIUIIKOM KPAacHBO
U anmneTuTHoO. f modyBcTBOBaJIa, KAK apOMaThl — CJIAJIKUE, IPSHbIE, MaHSIIe — OKYTHIBAIOT MEHS
C HOT J0 T'OJIOBHI.

— Ecnu Tonbko HeHanonro, — npodopmoTana si, 00X0As ero Mo jayre.
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Cryn, KOTOpBIH s BRIOpasia, ObLT HA JPYroM KOHILE CcToja. Sl mombitanach 3aHATh MECTO Kak
MOXHO yYBEpEHHee, HO HOTH MpeJaTeIbCKy IPOKaIIH.

My>X4rHa CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY M CeJl HAIPOTUB, CBEPJIsi MEHs B3MIAIOM. f MmovyyBcTBOBasa, Kak
1o Tenmy mpoOesxalia BOJTHA kapa, KOTopasi TyT jKe CMEHHJIACh O3HOOOM.

— 4 mory Bam uto-HHOYb TipeasiokuTh? [103BOIIBTE MOYXaKUBATh 32 BaMU?

— Her, — oTBeTHNA 51, HEOYMEHHO HaXMYpPHBIIHCh. — OCTaHbTech TaM, rae cuaute. OT Bac
MYpAIIKH MO TeJy... — MepeiepHy/Ia IIeYaMH, MbITasiCh TPOTHATh HETIPUSATHBIC OIIYIIEHHS, HO OHU
HE UCYE3ITH.

My:)4rHa YJIBIOHYJICS, CIOBHO JIEJISICh CO MHOW TETLJIOM.

— Torna naBaiite mozHakoMuMcsl. Kak-To cTpaHHO CHIETh 32 OJHUM CTOJIOM C JaMOW CepAlia
U HE 3HaTh ee UMEHU, He Haxonute?

— He npeyBennuuBaiite! Kakas s Bam gama cepana? — Opocuiia Ha HEro B3IV, TOJTHBINA
BBI30BA U HEIOBEPHUS.

W3ympynHble r1a3a BCIBIXHYIH, a 3aTeM OH OTKJIOHWJICS] Ha CITUHKY CTYJa, OyITO HACIAXAAsICh
MOUM CMYIIIEHUEM.

— Mens 30ByT Anekcanp. Jlopn JlensHeix npakoHOB, Anekcanap JlensiHoil, — NpOU3HEC OH,
BEXKJIMBO CKJIOHHB TOJIOBY.

Cepnre 3actyudano ObicTpee. JleasiHble TpaKkoHBI... ITO Ha3BaHKUE ObLIIO MHE 3HAKOMO, HO 51 HE
MoTIJIa BCIIOMHUTH OTKyAa. OHO 3Bydasio Kak 4To-TO JpeBHee M Mmyraiolee. f 3ajymanack, rOBOPUTh
JIM CBOE HacTosiiIee uMs Wi octarbesi CHerypoukoil. HelmoBKo u cTpaHHo...

— Haramus CHexoBa, — pelMBIINCH, 51 TPOU3HECIA (PaMIIIUIO C JIETKOHM JAPOXKbIO B TOJIOCE.
— CrpanHoe coBnagenue, JlenssHoi u CuexHas... Hy, y MeHs-T0 Bce MOHSATHO — haMuUJIMs CBSI3aHa
C Moeii ucropuieid. A BOT y Bac... JleassHo# JIpakoH... ITo ke u3 oonactu paHTaCTUKH!

Ha 6maropoiHoM Jiniie MyKYMHBI MEJIbKHYJIA 033a4€HHOCTb.

— A nouemy y Bac Takasi pamuus? OObIYHO OHA JOCTAeTCs OT POAMTENICH WM 3a 3aCIyTH
niepes; KOpoJieM.

— MeHs HalUTY Ha MOpOTe AETI0MAa B CaMblid CHEKHBIN JIEHb 3UMBI... BbI jke IoHuMaete, 0 yem
1?7 — 41 oTBepHynack, UyBCTBYS, KaK IIEKH 3aJIMBaeT KpacKa CThIA.

Hacrpoenue, KoTopoe 1 Tak CTPeMIJIOCH K HYJTI0, OKOHYATEIbHO UCTIOPTUIIOCh.

AJnekcaHip moMorJas, Oyaro oOayMbIBast YTO-TO BaXKHOE.

— 41 HEeMHOT'0 3HaKOM C BaIlliM MUPOM... 3HAI0, O YeM Bbl TOBOPHTE, — CKa3aJl OH C TETIOTON
B T0JI0CE, TTOYTHU TO-JPYKECKH.

Ero cnoBa npo3Byyasi oueHb HeOKUJaHHO. $1 MO/IHsIa Ha HEeTO IJ1a3a v BAPYT paccnaduiiach.
MoXeT, CTOUJIO IPUHSATH STy CUTYAIMIO TAKOM, Kakasi oHa ecTh? M... BOCMOIb30BaThCSI MOMEHTOM?

[Non ero mpucTaIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM s TIOUYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK BHYTPU MEHSI UTO-TO MEHsIETCsl. A UTO,
€CJIM 3TO U €CTb Ta caMasi Marusi, 0 KOTOPOi BCe TOBOPST?
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I'nmaBa 3

CHsa anky, paccrerty/ia myOKy M CTsHYJa ee ¢ ceds, He BcraBas ¢ Mecta. OHa yrnaia Ha
noJ1, oOHaxas IIaThe, KOTOpoe, KOHEYHO, He TIOIXOIMIIO HUA K MECTY, HH K Ipa3IHUKy. Ha MraoBeHne
s 3amMepJ1a, omrymas ceos eie 6osiee CKOH(PYKEHHOM.

OcMmortpena cTo, NOJMIOKUIA Ha TApeKy KYCOUeK COYHOIO Msca, KaKue-TO SIpKUe OBOILU U
HayaJia ecTh, CTapasiCh He yMaThb O TOM, YTO BCE 3TO ObUIO IPUTOTOBJIEHO 111 MEHS.

— Yro 3a 3Bepb? — Npou3Heca 1, MOAABNIAA APOXKb B IOJIOCE.

— BaHaipHO — KPOJIMK, — OTBETWI AJIeKCaHAp, TOKe HAJOKUB cede ey, HO TaK U He TpHU-
TPOHYBULINCH K HEW.

Ero B3m1s/1 He OTIycKaJl MEHs1 HU Ha CEKYH/Y, CJIOBHO OH IBITAJICS IPOHUKHYTb B CaMylo [ITy-
OUHY MOEH ITyIIIH.

— He 6ananbHO — BKYCHO, — MOXaJla IUleYaMy, CTapasich BBIVISIETh HEBO3MYTUMOM. — ]
TOTOBHUTH HE 0c000 yMe... Tak, eciu TOJIBKO Ha CKOPYIO PYKY.

— A BbI HE UCKaJIM poauTesien? — AJIEKCaHp pe3KO CMEHWJI TEMY pa3roBOpa.

OT 3TOrO BONpOCa MEHs CJIOBHO JIeJHON BOJON OKaTUIIO.

— 3Bauem? — yYauBWIACh 4, IpdAd4a CBOU SMOLIUU. — b YK€ JaBHO CMHUPWUIACh, YTO Y MCHA
HHUKOIO HET.
— DBHITH MOXeET, OHU He Xejaajd Bac TEPATH, — IMPOHOJIKUJT AJ'ICKCB.HILP, HE CBOAA C MCHA

M3YMPYIHBIX I1a3. — BBl Besib He 3HaeTe, YTo MOOYAUIIO UX IPUHSATH TaKoe peleHne”?

— MHe He MHTEpEeCHO 3TO 00CYK/aTh, — OTpe3aa 5, HAYMHAsK 3JTUTHCS.

Ota TeMa Bcer/a BbI3bIBaJla BO MHE OypI0 HEraTUBHBIX SMOLMIA, KOTOPHIE 51 CTapaslach JepKaTh
T10J1 KOHTPOJIEM.

— V¥ Bac ocTajioch 4TO-TO MAaMATHOE OT POJUTENIE, Be/lb TaK ? — He oTcTaBal oH. Ero Hacroii-
YMBOCTh JaKe YIUBUJIA MEHS.

— Kakoe BaMm 10 31010 J1€710? — BCKMHYJIAch s, YyBCTBYs, KAK BHYTPH MOJHUMAETCs] BOJHA
pasapaxeHus. — DTo MOsl XKU3Hb, a He Baua!

— INoTomy 4TO HaM MUpPBl OYeHb OJIM3KU, €CTh BOBMOXKHOCTb OTKPBIBATh ITOPTAJIbl, — BHE-
3aITHO TIPOM3HEC AJIEKCaH[p, CIIOBHO 3TO Bee 00bsCHsLI0. — Bac Hamm B HoBblid ro, BepHO?

— 41 3TOro He ropopuia!l — Bo3pasuia, Kjiajas npudOps! Ha CTOJL.

Moii B3I/ 3aMeTalics 0 KOMHATe B MOMCKaX ABEPH, CIIOBHO 3TO ObUI €IMHCTBEHHBIN 1IAHC
cractich. Kakercs, 1 okazasach B JIOTOBE KaKOro-To rcuxa. .. CryHa NoKpbulach XOJIOIHBIM OTOM,
cepaLe 3acTyyaiio BaBoe ObicTpee. Kaxaplil HIOpOX BbI3bIBAJ IPOKb, & B BO3/1yXe BUTAJIO MPeJUyB-
CTBHUE YETrO-TO Y>KaCHOTO.

— IIpocrure, s Bac Hamyrai... — cka3aj AJIeKCaHp HU3KUM OOBOJIAKMBAIOIIM TOJIOCOM U
3aKpbUI [M1a3a, OyATO Mpsya OT MeHs B3MIAA. BelpakeHue ero jmua B MOJyMpake Ka3ajloch MOYTH
3n0BelM. — JlaBaiite s paccKaxy BaM JiereHay OAHOro U3 JIeasHbIX JpakoHOB?

— Cka3ky?.. — poOKo crpocuiia 1, 00psiCh CO CTPAXOM.

— Bce e 3T0 MIMEHHO JIereHaa. .. HO BO3MOXHO, U ObLTb.

AJnekcaHap OCTOPOXKHO MOTHSUICS M3-3a CTOJA, CJIOBHO OOSICh HAIyraTbh MEHs elle OOJIbIIIe.
Kasxnoe ero iBrkeHHe Ka3ajaoch HAPOUYMTO MEJICHHBIM, Oy/ITO OH TSIHYJ BpeMsl, HacJaKAasiCh Ipo-
W3BE/ICHHBIM BIIEYATIICHUEM.

OH oror1ien K KaMMHY M BCTaJl KO MHE CIIMHOM, CJIOBHO MbITasICh PUKPBIThCS 3aBeCcO OrHs. 51
nepeayMaiia Oexarb, XOTs IBepb OblIa Ovke KO MHe, YeM K HeMy. YTO-TO B €ro cJIoBax M MoBe/Ie-
HUM Pa3KUTaIo BO MHE JIIOOOMBITCTBO, B TO K€ BPEMsI HABOJWJIO ykac. MeHst HEMHOIO pa33aJopuiio
IIPOUCXOJALIEE, HO sl HE MOIVIa OTIEaThCs OT OILLYIIEHHS, YTO MOoNaja B JIOBYLIKY.
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HagepHoe, st pocTO CIUTI0, U MHE CHUTCS BOT TaKOU CTpaHHbIN COH. CIIMIIIKOM PeaTUCTUYHBIN.
41 Bce Gomblle COMHEBAIACh B TOM, YTO 3TO MPOUCXOAUT B JEUCTBUTEIBHOCTH, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs
oracanach, 4To, KOrja si MpOCHYCh, KAPTUHKA HE U3MEHUTCHL. ..

Bo3nyx OykBajbHO MOTPECKUBAJ OT HAIpsiKeHHs. BbIIo M ellie 4To-To, 4To sl He MOrJia YJo-
BUTh. ..

— Kaxplil IpakoH MeuTaeT BCTPETUTh UCTUHHYIO Tapy 4yThb JIM He ¢ poxaeHus. Ho ObiBaer,
YTO 3TOTO COOBITUS MPUXOOUTCS KIATh IOITHE TOAbl — CTO, ABECTH JIET, a TO U OoJbIle... [IpakoH
YyBCTBYET POXJEHHE CBOEW BTOPOH MOJIOBUHKH, HO €€ CeMbs JIOJKHA OBITh MPEAyNpeskieHa, uTo,
KOTJIa JIEBYIIIKA CTAHET B3POCJION, OHA He OyIeT HUKOMY OOellaHa.

— A Kak ke mo00Bb? — (DBIPKHYJIA 51, HE CKpbIBasi HerofoBaHus. — [loueMy y Hee He MOXeT
ObITh BBIOOpa? [ToueMy OHa JOMKHA CTaTh Ybe-TO COOCTBEHHOCTHIO?

— OHa cepptieM # TyIIOHN yKe 3HaeT O CBOeH CyapOe, — OTBETUT AJICKCAH/IP, THITAsCh PH-
JaTh CBOUM cCJIoBaM macdoca. — ITO MpeapenieHo.

— 3ByuuT Tak cebe, Kak KaJIkoe orpaBgaHue! — He chaepkana capka3ma. — Bl CJIOBHO
OIPaB/IbIBAETE YbU-TO KECTOKKE TPATUIIUH!

— BbI BocIiUTaHbl IPYrUM MUPOM, TIO3TOMY BCE MOM CJIOBA 3BYYaT 1JIs1 Bac HerpaBuibHO. Ho
9TO BCETO JIUIIIb JIETeHAA... — OH MOMBITAJICS CMATYUTH CUTYAIMIO, HO HATIPSUKEHNE HUKY/IA He YIIUIO.

— Jla, mpocTute, — s MocTapaiach CrauTh CBOW BBINA[, XOTsI BHYTPU BCe KUMeno. — Tak
YTO TaM C MPUHLECCOW TPOU3OLLIO?

— Bu1 gorajyiusbl. JleBouka — jAedCTBUTENBHO npuHIiecca CHEKHOrO KOPOJIEBCTBA, — OH
00epHYJICS ¥ TOCMOTPEJT Ha MEHSI ¢ HEMHOTO HATSIHYTOM YJIBIOKOM.

— OO6BIYHO Tak HauMHaeTcs Jmodas ckaszka. [laBaiiTe MpogomKy, y 9TOro JpakoHa POIUIIACh
WCTHHHAS Tapa... HO ee TIOXUTUIIO 3JI0€ YyIOBHINE? — BBIPBAJICS Y MEHSI HEPBHBIN CMEIIOK.

Ho B mmazax myX4uHBI 3aTamsiach mevajib, U s MOHsJIA, YTO TO He mpocTto jereHaa. Ciosa
AJekcan/ipa MpOHKKIIM B camylo ITyOMHY MOeid yIlv, BHI3BaB HEOOBbSICHMOE BosIHeHUe. Most peak-
IIUS1 SIBHO 3aJieJ1a ero 3a JKMBOE — 3TO YyBCTBO IMEPEaioch MHE, YAAPUB, KaK NEKTPUUECKUNA pa3-
paa. Cepatie 3a06UI0Ch ObICTpee, a ABIXaHUE CTAJIO TTPEPHIBUCTHIM.

UYro-To cTpaHHOE TPOOY:KAAT0Ch BHYTPH MEHSI, YTO-TO IABHO 3a0bITOE, HO HEBEPOSITHO 3HAKO-
Moe. 51 6ynTo BepHynach B AajieKue JTHU CBOETO JETCTBA, KOra MUP Ka3aJicsi BOJIIEOHBIM U TIOJHBIM
yyaec. SIpkue, mouTH ocsi3aeMble 00pa3bl BCIUIBIBAIN B MIAMSITH, BBI3BIBAS ILEMSIIIYIO TPYCTb.

MosxeT, 9T0 ObUT OIMH U3 T€X CHOB, KOTOpbIE Mbl BUAUM B JIETCTBE, KOTJa I'PAHUIBI MEXKIY
peasbHOCTBIO U (paHTa3uen ctupatotcs? Korna kaxaplid yrojok MUpa MOJIOH TallH U BO3MOXKHOCTEN?
Koraa mbl BepuM B dyzieca Tak UCKpPEHHE, YTO OHM CTAHOBSTCS YacThIO HAC. ..
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I'naBa 4

IoBucna Tsxenas naysa. S naxe 3amepia ¢ npuOOpamMu B pyKax, 0KUJasi IPOJOIKEHHUS.

— Tak 4to Tam npouzonuio? — cianach NepBoil.

— MokHO ckazaTb, Ballla J0rajka BepHa, — AJIEKCaH[IP TSKEJIO B3/I0XHYIL.

Ta ucropus 10 cux nop or3bBajack 0oJbIo B ero cepaue. OH Tak ke Me[JIeHHO BepHyJIcs 3a
CTOJI, B €10 JBUKEHUSX YyBCTBOBAJIACH YCTAJIOCTb.

— Korzna B 3aMke 00BSIBUIIN O TIPa3AHKMKE U BCe Y3HAIM TOBOJ, OJHA U3 JaM, POKUBAIOIIAS
TaM, pelluia, YTo He XOYeT Y4acTBOBATh B 3TOM (papce. ..

— Ox, GaHaspHas JIereH/1a IPeBpaTHIach B CIEKTAKJIb 1071 Ha3BaHMeM «OTBepKeHHast JaMa» ?
— CIIPOCUJIA 51, TILITAasICh CKPBITh HOTKM pa3ipaxeHus B rojoce. — OHa Obli1a OApyroi agpakoHa?

— Jla, — cyxo oTBeTmI1 AJIeKCaHIp, U 110 €r0 KPaCUBOMY JIMILLY ITpoOekaa TeHb COXaJIeHUs. —
Korza y npakoHa nosiBisieTcsi ICTUHHASI TTapa, OH OOJIbILe HE JKeJlaeT BUAETD PSAAOM C COOOM IPYrux
JKEHIIUH, TepsieT K HUM UHTEpecC. ..

— SICHO-TIOHATHO, — KMBHYJIA, CTapasCh HE MOKA3bIBaTh, YTO 3Ta UCTOPHSA 3ajJe1a MEeHsA. —
Hawurpasncs u 6pocwur...

— Ilpenyoxu eit XopoIyo KOMIEHCALMIO: ycaap0y Ha Oepery Mopsl M HOKU3HEHHYIO PEHTY !
— BOCKJIMKHYJ AJleKkcaHap. 1 0J10¢c MyXK4MHBI IpOKall OT BO3MYILEHHUS], CJIOBHO BCE, YTO OH TOBOPHII,
KacaJloCh €ro JIMYHO.

— Tak 4rto oHa czenana? — { xaxjgana yTonuTh JoOonbLITCTBO. Cepale cTydano OblCTpo-
OBICTPO, a B TOJIOBE POUJIUCh COTHU BO3MOKHBIX CLIEHAPUEB.

— Vkpasia JeBOUKY M CHIpsTaja TaK, 4TO He OCTaBUJIa HU OJIHOTO HaMeKa, IIe Ta MOXET HaXo-
authbes. TOMBKO JIPakOH 3HaJI, YTO OHA KMBA... — AJIEKCaH/p MOYTH MPOIJIOTUII OCIeJHHE CIIOBa,
CJIOBHO IO CHX MOP HE MOT' [TIOBEPUTD B CIyUUBILEECS.

BHesarHo OH cXBaTWiI IPUOOPHI U CTaJl IPOCTHO KPOMCATh YTO-TO Ha Tapesike, OyATO BhIILIEC-
KMBasl 3JI0CTb HA HEBUJMMOTO Bpara.

— Oy, HebaHanbHO. .. S aymana, OyaeT 4To-To Bpoje «yKpaja M BhIpacTWIa B HEHABHCTH K
CY’KEHOMY», — pelliia JIETKOMbICIIEHHO OTIIYTUThLCS, XOTs1 BHYTPH BCE JPOXKaJo OT yxKaca.

— Eciu Obl... — Anekcanzp pe3ko 0TOpOCHII IPHOOPHI.

Tapesika ¢ TpOXOTOM ymaJsia Ha TOJ U pa3dmiack, HO OH Jaxe He 3ameTwn1 3toro. Ero rmasa
MOTEMHEJIH OT SIPOCTH.

A Moe BooOpakeHHe BAPYr HAPHCOBAIO SIPKYI0 KapTUHY: XKEHIIWHA, 3aKyTaHHAsl B TETUIBII
MEXOBOH I1AII C KAIIOIIOHOM, CKPbIBAIOIIMM JIMLIO; B €€ pyKaX — KOP3MHKA, U3 KOTOPOW JOHOCUTCS
TUXMH 1124 MutajieHa. OHa MIET 1o 3aCHEeKEHHOM YIIHLIE, ee IIard yBepeHHbIe, BO B3IV — CTaJlb
Y PELIMMOCTb, CIOBHO OHA 3HAET, 4TO JesaeT. OHa HeceT CBOI0 MaJIEHbKYIO KEPTBY B HEM3BECTHOCTb,
OCTaBJISISl HA CHETY LIETIOUKY CJIEJIOB. ..

Kaprunka cmenunace. Teneps st cMOTpesia CHU3Y BBEpX Ha 3Ty XeHIuHY. OHa 4To-TO 37100HO
IIenTaja, CJIOBHO oOpalasich K HeBUAMMOMY Bpary. Ee ronoc gpoxai oT HeHaBUCTH, B HEM YyBCTBO-
Baslach yrposa. Kaxercs, oHa pyranach u3-3a IJI0XOH BUAUMOCTH U BCETO, YTO MEIIANO €.

— Tam cBeT! — BIpPYT BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, U €€ JIMLO 03apUJIOCh PalOCThIO.

Ona npubaBuia mary, OyaTo cracasich OT 4ero-To yxacHoro. OMycTHB HOIIY Ha 3eMJIIO T1071
CBETOM sIpKOTO (hOHaps, KEHILMHA 3aryIsiHyJIa B KOP3UHKY. Ee r1a3a ctpaHHo OnecHynu, a ryosl pac-
TSIHYJIUCh B XUIITHOH YJIBIOKE.

— 3aech TeOs1 HUKOTAA HEe HAMIYT, Thl BHIPACTEIIb OOBIYHBIM YEJIOBEYECKMM PEOCHKOM. .. A
OH OyzieT MoMM! — TIpoIenTana oHa, Kak 6e3yMHasi, 1 HaKJIOHWJIACh KO MHE.
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Topsiuee apixaHre 0OOKITIO MO0 KOXy. Ha 11eio JIersio 4ro-To Tskeaoe U XOJOJHOE, CIIOBHO
ee CaBIJI JIe/IsTHON 00pyd. §1 OllyTHIIa, KaK CTpax CKOBBIBAET TEJIO, U MOMbBITATIACh BHIPBATHCS, HO €¢
PYKH OBbUIH CITUIIKOM CHJIbHBIMHU.

JKeHiuHa OBICTPO YIIIJIa, OCTABMB MEHS Ha XOJIOMHBIX CTyIeHbKax qoma. [o creuenuio o6cTo-
SITEJILCTB 3TO OKA3AJICS JICTIIOM. ..

Sl cupena, mpoxa OT X0JIojIa U CTpaxa, He B CHJIaX TIOBEPUTD B TO, YTO TOJIBKO YTO YBHJIEIA.

— Bpen! — 3aMoTasa roioBoi, MeITasCh YCIIOKOUTh ceOst M COPOCUTh HaBaxaeHue. — Mita-
JICHIIBI HE MOTYT YTO-TO IOMHUTh B TAKOM Bo3pacTe!

Ho cepmiie ryiko cTydaso, CJIOBHO HAIIOMUHASL O TOM, YTO 3TO OBUIO HE MPOCTO BUICHHE. . .

— Heyxenu Bbl HaYaIM YTO-TO BCOMHMHATH? DTO BaM MamsTh 3Bepsi omoraeT. OHa XOTh ero
CIIpsATaJIa, 3alpeTria eMy MOKa3biBaThCsl, HO OH BCE eIlle C BAMU! — YBEPEHHO MPOM3HEC AJIEKCaH/IP,
HO $1 He TOHSUIA 9TUX TAMHCTBEHHBIX CJIOB.

— Kaxk BbI 3710 ienaere?! ['unno3? Hy He marus xe, B camoM jefie?! — BO3MYTHIIACH 5.

Bo mHe 3akunana Oypsi, TpeOOBaBIas BHIXOA.

— Ha Bac Hazieto nBa ykpartenusi. OfHO Bbl He BUIIUTE, OHO IIPSTYET Bac. A BTOpoe HaJe/v Ha
BAaC POIUTENM KaK CUMBOJI KOPOJIEBCKOTO pofia... VI CKOIbKO Obl pa3 Bbl €ro HU TepsuIv, OHO BCeria
OKa3bIBAJIOCh HA MPEeXkXHEeM MecTe. 30J10Tas sepKa ¢ pyOMHOBBIMU IIa3KaMK U KOPOHO# Ha TOJIoBe,
BEpHO? — eJ1Ba CJIBIIIHO CKa3as AJIeKCaH]Ip, IPOHUKHOBEHHO IJIsi/Isl HA MEHSI.

— Orxkyna... — ITo npuBbIYKe NOJOKIIA PYKY Ha TPYIlb, CJIOBHO MBITASICh 3aIIUTUTh MaJIeHb-
KW TaJIMCMaH, KOTOPBIM BCeraa ObUI CO MHOM.

Ero neiicTBUTENIBHO MBITAIMCH HEOMHOKPATHO YKpacTh. CHauasia B IETCKOM Jiarepe, oTOM B
yunsaie. Ho Kaxplii pa3 CIycTsi ieHb OH BO3BPAIIIAJICS KO MHE.

— 3oJ0Tas fAmepKa... — MpoIIenTaia s, BCIOMUHAS BCe Te MOMEHTHI, KOrja silepka Obia
CO MHOM.

U korpa s HOcmIia ee, Bce mMpoOieMbl 0OXOIMId MeHst cTopoHou. Cepbe3Hble O0JIE3HU OTCTY-
NaJi, HEMIPUSATHOCTU PACTBOPSUICH B BO3/yXe Kak IO IMIETYKY HajbiieB. Ho cromwno tamicmaHy
MCYE3HYThb, BCE BO3BPAIIAJIOCh: OO0JIb, CTPaJaHs, HEYIAuH. .

— 3T0 He MPOCTO YKpalleHhe, — CIJIOTHYJIA KOM B TOpJie, TPOrOHsIsl Ce3bl. — ITO... MOsI
3ammra. Mosi )KU3Hb.
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I'naBa 5

AJtekcan ip u3ydan MeHs CKAaHUPYIOIUM B3TJISIIOM, OY/ITO TIBITASICh TPOHUKHYTH B MO MBICIIH.
B ero uzymMpyaHbIx ria3zax 4YMTaiaach CMeCh YCTAJIOCTH U YErO-TO, UTO s HE MOIJIa TIOHSTb.

— AMyJIeT Bce ellle C BAMU, U CHSITh €70 MOXETE TOJIbKO BbI. $1 BUXKY Maru4eckyio aypy 3T0ro
apreakra. .. — CKa3ajl COBEpILEHHO CIIOKOMHBIM T'OJIOCOM, HO B HEM 4yBCTBOBAJIACh HETIOKOJIEOM-
Masl yBepEHHOCTb.

Ha mens BHOBb HakaTWjIa BOJIHA pasipaxkeHus. Bee, uro roBopui Anekcanip, Ka3ajaoch MHE
OeccMBICITULIEH, U s TIOCTIEINIa CMEHUTh TeMy, CTapasiCh He MOKa3blBaTh, HACKOJIBKO MEHSI 3a/1e/11
€ro CcJoBa.

— OHa eine xuBa? — COPOCUIIA 51, TIHITASICh CIIPABUTHCS C HETOIOBAHUEM.

— Kr0? — Anekcanap npunogHsii OpoBb. OH SIBHO OTBJICKCSI U BUTAJ MBICJISIMU TJIe-TO
JAJIEKO.

— Ta, uyto yKpasia pebeHKa, — OTBETUJIA C XOJIOAHBIM CIIOKOWCTBUEM.

— Ta nmama Obl1a OOBIKHOBEHHBIM Y€EJIOBEKOM U HE CMOIJIa ObI TOKUTh O CETOTHSIIHUX THEN.
[Mocne cayduBIerocs s nepecTan NOAMUTHIBATL ee Marveid. [IpuBsi3aHHOCTB Mporiana, ¥ OHa yMepa
B IIPEKJIOHHOM Bo3pacrte. .. [louemy-To OHa penia, 4to, ey JUIIUTh MEeHsI BO3MOXXHOCTH BUIETb,
KaK pacTeT MOsI I1apa, s BO30OHOBIIIO C HEW OTHOIIEHHS, — HAPOYUTO CYXO MPOM3HEC AJIeKCcaHIp,
HO 1 YJIOBWJIA B €rO T0JI0CEe HOTKU TOPEYH.

— SlcHO, — KMBHYIA, MO/IKaB TyObl. — Bl ee Hakazamm?

CoxpaHSATh CIIOKOMCTBHE ObLIO HEMPOCTO — BHYTPHU MEHsI Bce KJIOKOoTao. Toro u risau pea-
HeT!

— B&l 10 cux nop MHe He BepuTe? — HeBeceso yeMexHycs Anekcanap. — O ToM, 4To mpo-
M30IIUIO, CTAJIO U3BECTHO, JIMIIb KOT/la OHa Oblla Ha cMepTHOM ofpe. OHa He MOIJIa YHECTH ¢ COOO0M
Takylo TaiiHy... Ho s Tak ¥ He y3HaJ, YTO 3TO 3a MUp U rie OH HaxoauTcs. OHa OTKpbLIa HmopTall
HayraJl Ipy MOMOIIM OJJHOPA30BOro apTedakTa U BEpPHYJIACh TOYHO TaK Ke.

— He BepuTCs 4TO-TO. .. — HEOIPEJIENICHHO MoXaia riedaMu. — U urto, GoJibIiie Bbl HE HCKaJIN
CBOIO UICTUHHYIO?

Ero B3r1511 BHOBB CTal JIeAssHBIM. AJIEKCaH/Ip OTBEPHYJICS, HE KeJlasi MPOA0IKaTh pa3roBop. B
BO3/IyXe MMOBUCIIO HAMpsKEHUE, KOTOpoe s OYKBAJIbHO OIILYIIaa KOXKe.

S yxe cobupaach peanpruHsTh MOMBITKY M00era, Ho, BOMPEKH MOUM OKUIAHUSIM, MOTYaHKE
MPOITUIIOCH HEIONTO. AJIEKCAHAP CIIOBHO OYHYJICSI OT BOCIIOMUHAHUI, U €ro I71a3a 3aCBepKav, Kak
3B€3/1bl B HOUHOM HeOe.

— MupoB BeIMKOe MHOKECTBO. .. UX MIJLJTMOHbI! — MPOU3HEC OH TAMHCTBEHHO U, XUTPO IJIs-
HYB Ha MEHsl, IlepeBeJl pa3roBOp B COBEPIIEHHO JPYyroe pycio: — XOTUTe MOCMOTPETh HA HACTOSI-
1IEero ApakoHa?

— [Ipsamo-Taku HacTosiero? — mnepecrnpocuiia HeroBepurnBo. — Wi cratyio?

— JKusoro, Hacrosiero apakoHa! — Ha rybax Anekcanjpa 3aurpajia 3arafiouyHasi yabioka.
Ero siBHO 3a6aBisiia MOsl peakiusi.

— A naBaiite! — coryiacuiach si, YyBCTBYSI, KAK BHYTPH pa3ropaercsi OroHb JIIOOOMBITCTBA.

Ceparie 3a01710Ch OBICTpee, B TOJIOBE 3aMETAJIUCh, 3aIPhITaIv MBICIIH.

— Kcrartu, BepHYThCSI B CBOM MUP BbI CMOXKETE B JIIOOOW MOMEHT, TaK ke, KaK M MPUIILIH, —
MPO3BYYAJIO KaK I'POM Cpe/iv SICHOTro Heba. AJIeKCaHIp KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM JOraJlaJicsl, UTo s MOy-
MBIBAIO O ToOere.

— 3ro kak? S mpocTo B3syia 32 PyKy MaJIEHbKYIO IEBOUYKY U MPOIIUIA MO apKOU U3 eJIOBBIX
TUPISIHI. 31ech ee HeT! — J1axe MOKMCKasa ee B3MISAA0M, HaJIesICh, YTO MPOCTO HE 3aMETUJIA.

Ho Hukakoii apku B KOMHaTe He ObLIO.
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. Pomanosa. «[lpakon Ha HoBbiii roa, ni CHerypouka B IOJapoK»

— 3HauWT, HAJIO ee c/IeNaTh, — cKa3ayl AJIeKCaHIp TOHOM MYIPOro CTapIia.

— Torga MHe HYXHBI €JIOBbIE BETKH, UT'PYITKH, MUIITypa... JIEHTHI U3 IIeJIKa ! — s nepeyncimia
BCE, UTO HY)XHO, YyBCTBYSI, KaK BOJTHEHHE OXBaThIBA€T MEHSI BCE CHJIbHEE.

AJekcaH/Ip KUBHYJI, M Yepe3 MrHOBEHHE Ha CTOJIe TIepeio MHOU IMOSIBUIIOCH cepeOpsiHOe OTI0/10.
Ha HeM Jiexaio HECKOJIBKO €JIOBBIX JIAMOK, CTEKJISTHHBIE UTPYIIKKA U Jake MUITypa. Bo3ayx Haror-
HUWJICS apOMaTaMU 3UMHETO Jieca, Kak Oy[ITo 51 JIeHCTBUTEIFHO OKa3aiach B CKa3Ke.

— Orkyza y Bac Bely ¢ 3eMJIH, €CJIM MBI B IPYTOM MHUpe? — XMBIKHYJIA 51, TPOrasi BETOUKH.

OH CJIOBHO 3apaHee 3HaJl, YTO BCEe 9TO MHE TOHAIOOUTCHI.

— 4 Beap rOBOPWIL, UTO HAIIM MUPHI TIEPEIIETAIOTCS, U Te, KTO MOXKET IMOJIb30BAaThCS JapOM
OTKPBIBATh TIOPTaJIBI, XOIST Ha 3eMJTIO M IPHHOCAT ¢ cOOO0M YTO-TO MHTepecHoe. He Bcerma HyxHoe,
HO... I UHTEepecoBasCcs pa3HBIMM KHUTaMU U He3aMeTHO Ui ceOst yBiekcs BarmM HoBeIM room,
XOTb TIPA3JHOBATh €ro MHe He ¢ KeM. Ho y MeHsI cTpaHHOe Y4yBCTBO, UTO 3TO ObLJIO HYKHO JJISI TOTO,
qTOO0BI JOXIATHCS BaC. ..

B ero coBax ObLIO UTO-TO 3JI0BeIIee U B TO ke BpeMst MaHsIee. OH ka1 MeHs JIOJTUX COPOK
net? Copok JieT, IOJIHBIX OJJMHOUYECTBA U TOCKH, B HaJIe)K e Ha 3TOT MOMEHT? §I He Mor/ia MoBepuTh
ymam. Cepaiie CTyJajio 4acTo-4acTo, rPo3siCh BBIPBAThCS M3 TPYAH, a BHYTPH BCE CKUMAJIOCh OT
CMeCH CTpaxa U BOCTOpra. ..

— JlaBaiiTe HAYHEM C TOTO, UTO S caesal apKy? A BbI MOKaKeTe MHE JIpaKoHa, Kak ooderasim!
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. Pomanosa. «[lpakon Ha HoBbiii roa, ni CHerypouka B IOJapoK»

I'maBa 6

Ioka s 0OryMbIBaIa TO, YTO OH CKa3aJl, B KAMUHE TPECHYJIO MOJIEHO. DTOT I'POMKUI 3BYK 3acTa-
BWJI MEHSI OYHYTBCS OT MBICJIEH.

— 4 He npoTUB, — AJIeKcaHp YJbIOHYJICSA, U €T0 I71a3a 3araJJOYHo OJIECHYJIH, CJIOBHO OH YTO-
TO HEZI0roBapHuBajl. — Mory oMouYb, €CJIM Bbl pa3pelluTe MOJOMTH K BaM.

— 4 cama! — npo3Byyaio 4yTh pe3ye, YeM s IJIAHUPOBaJa.

Sl mocMoTpena Ha Hero yepes CToJl, CTapasich Jepkarh ceOs B pyKax.

— Pacckaxwure, 4To 3a 3Bepb BO MHe npsiuercs? Koika? — UrprBo nojaHsijia OpoBH, MbITAsICh
oTIIyTUTHCS. HO MOIO MPOHMIO OBLIO CIIOKHO MOHSATH M OLEHUTh, OCOOEHHO B TAKO MOMEHT.

— Her... — ynuBiieHHO npousHec AJIeKCaH[Ip, M s 3aMEeTWJIA, KaK OH CJIerka HaXMypUJICs.
— Bain 3Bepb — JIpakoH, a COBEPILIEHHOJIETUE Y JPAKOHUI] HACTYIIaeT POBHO B COPOK JieT. [lymaio,
Ballle MOSIBJICHUE 3[1eCh BOBCE He ciiy4aiiHo. [TopTait OTKphLics IMEHHO TOT/IA, KOI/IA Bbl CAMHU 3TOTO
MOXKeJTaJIH.

BuyTpu Mens uto-To aporHyso. Cepiiie MpomycTUIIo yaap 1 3a0UIoch ObicTpee.

— Oro... Ho rae e oH npsiuercsa? — 03a/1aueHHO NPOTsAHYJIA 5.

— Ero 1eno B actpaie, a qyma y Bac ofHa Ha JBOMX. UTOOBI BB €€ YCIIBIIAIH, HY’)KHO CHSITh
YyXKOU aMyJIeT. ..

Mowu pyKH IPOAOIKAIN COSANHSATD €JIOBble BETBH. Sl cTapanack COCPeIOTOUUThCS Ha padoTe,
HO MBICJIM O BHYTPEHHEM JPaKOHE He JaBasii MOKOs1. JII0OOMBITCTBO B35JI0 BEPX, U, XMbIKHYB, 51 HE
yZiepajiach OT BOIIPOCa:

— U Kak ke 3To clies1aTh, €CJU 51 ero He BUKY?

— IIpocTo nmpeacTaBUTh Ha CBOEH 1iee TOJICTYIO LeNb — IJIOCKUIA KYJIOH C KeJIThIM KaMHEM,
MIOXOKUM Ha IJ1a3 PeNTHINM... — Tojoc AJIeKCaHpa CTajl MsArdye, CJIOBHO OH IBITAJICS YCIIOKOUTb
MeHsI. — DToT apTedakT ObUT YKpaJeH U3 Moell KOJUIeKIMH. S He yBepeH, uTo 3To oH... Jlorajka,
He Oosiee.

$1 moyyBCcTBOBaNA, Kak IIEKM 3aJMBaeT pyMsiHell. Bce 310 3Bydasno Kak BBIMBICEI, HO B TO XK€
BpeMsI €ro CJIoBa MpoOykJajd BO MHE JKeJIaHhe Y3HaTh OOJbIIe.

— Tak BbI TOTOBBI IOCMOTPETD Ha JIPaKOHA? — HAOMHUJ AJIEKCaHJpP, B €ro rojoce Mocibl-
IIJTUCh HOTKK HeTeprieHusi. OH CIIOBHO OpOCHJI MHE BBI30B.

— KoHeuHo, rotoBa! — oTBeTua 1, CTapasich CKpbITh BOJIHEHUE.

HeGonpinas xBoiiHasi rUpsHIa ke Oblia crulereHa. 1 codonpasnachk BOCHONb30BATHCS €10, HO
TMIOKa pelnia Mook /AaTh.

— Kpome Toro, 310T apreakT 3acTaBiseT BaC HE BEPUTh MHE. ..

Sl nogHsANA Ha HEero I71a3a, MbITasiCh MOHATh, YTO OH UMEET B BULLY.

— JlpakoH Be/ib He TIOMECTHUTCSI B KOMHATe? — HEMHOTO HEPBHO YJIBIOHY/Iach. — MBI BbliiIeM
Ha ynuiy?

B u3ymMpyaHbIX I71a3ax MYyKYUHBI 3aI1151CaTIM UICKOPKU BECEJIbsI.

— MBI nogHUMeEMCS Ha OaIlIHIO, — C MPEJBKYIIEHHEM CKa3asl OH.

4l Bcrana u3-3a crona NepBoii, HaKMHYNA 1IyOy U B3siia enoBble BeTku. Cepaue OMinoch Bece
TPEBOXKHEE ¢ KakJoi ceKyH/10i. OcTaBaoch ragarh, 4To e Hac KJAeT Ha 3TOi OalHe. ..

Anekcan/ip pacriaxHyJ IByCTBOpYAThIE IBEPH, U 1 HETOPOIUIMBO IOCIIeJOBaJIa 32 HUM, BCE elle
C OIACKOM OrJIsA/IbIBasACh. YTO OH XOTeJ MHe Moka3ath? He kMBOro ke ApakoHa, B caMoM jee!

MBbI BBHIILIM B OFPOMHBII XOJUT C BEIMYECTBEHHBIMU KOJIOHHAMU, ITOATNMPAIOIIMMH PacCHOM
CBOIYATHIN MOTONOK. T10J1, BBUIOKEHHBIN Pa3HOLIBETHON MO3aMKOM, MEpesMBalICs, CO3aBast WUII0-
3110 OECKOHEYHOTO JIBMKEHHsI. B 11ieHTpe 3aa 51 yBuena n3o0paxkeHrue orpoMHOTO OeJIoro IpakoHa,
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1. PomanoBa. «[pakon Ha HoBslii rom, wim CHerypodka B IOJapoK»

CJIOBHO BBIPE3aHHOTO M30 Jibja. Ero yerys mepiiaia romyOsIM CBETOM, a IJ1a3a CBETUJIHCH, KaK 3Be3/Ibl
Ha HOYHOM HeOe.

OcgelieHue 371ech ObLIO HEOOBIYHBIM. BMeCTO PUBBIYHBIX JIAMIIOYEK HAa CTEHAX BUCEJIN CTPaH-
HBIE CBETUJIbHUKH, B KOTOPbIE OBUIM BCTABJICHBI ITTMHHBIE TOTYOOBAThIE KPUCTAILIBI, TIOXOKHUE Ha JIe/l.
OHM HATIOTHSUITN XOJUT XOJIOAHBIM, 3aBOPAKMBAIOIIM CBETOM, MPUJIAIOIIM My MUCTHYECKYIO aTMO-
cepy.

[MoMuMO KapTUH U TOOEIEHOB CO CKA30UHBIMU CIOKETaMH YK paIIeHUeM XOJIJTa CTY KU U351l
HBIE CTAaTyH, BHIIIOJTHEHHbBIE U3 MpaMopa 1 OpoH3bl. OHU N300pakain Pa3sIUIHBIX MUDOIOTHUECKUX
CYIIECTB — OT OOTroB J10 repoeB. [1o BceMy nmepuMeTpy CTOSITH KaJIKK ¢ 9K30THIYECKUMU PACTeHUSIMU,
JIVICThSI U IIBETHI KOTOPBIX OJIeCTeNM B CBETE KPUCTAILIOB.

— Hawm cioma, — Asiekcanap ykaszal Ha BeJIMYECTBEHHYIO JISCTHUILY, BEIYIIyI0 HABEpX.

OH cJI0BHO 00emal MHe YTO-TO HEBEPOATHOE, U 51 He MOIJIa He TIO[IaThCsl €70 MarHeTU3MY .

CryrneHu JIECTHUIIB Ka3aInuch OeckoHeuHbIMY. Koria Mbl IOHSUTUCH HA /IBA 3Taka, AJIEKCaHIp
pacnaxHyJl HEPUMETHYIO JBepb B OOKOBOW CTEHe — 3a HeW OKa3aJiCsl Y3KUU KOPHIOP, KOTOPHIN
KOHYAJICS BUHTOBOH JIECTHULIEN.

MBI 11T HaBEPX, U C KaK/ILIM BUTKOM CTYTICHU CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE yike U Kpyde. Cepjiie BhITphI-
TMBAJIO U3 TPYIH, IbIXaHHe COMIIOCH, HO sI CTapajiach He OTCTaBaTh OT Asekcanapa. HakoHer oH ocTa-
HOBUJICS TIOJT JIEPEBSIHHBIM JIIOKOM U OTKHHYJI €0 OTHUM Pe3KUM JIBkeHreM. $1 yBuaena Haj coOoi
OeckpaitHee HOUHOE He0O, YCHITAHHOE MEpIAIIUMU 3Be31aMu. [1yIucThie XJIOMbs CHera KpyXu-
JIVCh B BO3[yXe, CO3/1aBasi OIILYITIeHUE BOMIIeOCTBA M TAMHCTBEHHOCTH.

AJekcaHIp JIETKO BHIOpAJICS U3 JIIOKA U UCUYE3 U3 MOETO TOJIS 3pEHHs], a ... OCTaJach CTOSITh
Ha TIOCJIe/THeH CTYTIeHbKe, C)KUMasi B pyKax eJIOBYIO TUPJISTHAY. B 9TOT MOMEHT sl ouyBCTBOBaJIa ceOs1
MaJIeHbKON 1 OECIIOMOIITHOHA. ..

— Ipoctute, HO 51 He CIEPKYCh U BCE ke TIOMOTY Bam! — pasjiajicst HaJ| TOJIOBOW OapXaTUCThIN
OapuTOH.

B ogHO MrHOBeHUe AJIeKCaHAp OKA3aJICs PSAIOM M MOAXBATUI MEHs 3a oaMBbIIKU. Ha ynus-
JIEHUE ero MPUKOCHOBEHHUE ObLIIO MATKUM U 3a00T/IMBBIM. [I0CTaBUB MeHsI Ha HOTH, OH Cpa3y OTOIIIE
Ha HECKOJIbKO IaroB.

51 3amepra, pacTepsiHHO IJIsi/isl HA TOTO TAMHCTBEHHOTO MYX4YMHY. MeHs nepenonHsiia Oyps
SMOIIUI: CTpaxX, YIUBJICHHE, BOCXUIIICHUE. . .

AnekcaHp yIbIOHYJICS KpaelkoM I'y0 U, c/iejiaB ellle JIBa Iara Ha3ajl, BAPYT... Ucue3 MexKIy
3yOII0B OaIlIHU.

— Hert! — B3BUBrHYyNa 51, METHYBIIIUCH K TOMY MECTY, IJIe OH TOJILKO UTO CTOSLI.

Vikac mpoH3WI KaXIyI0 KJIETOUYKY MOETO TeJla, a B TOJIOBE 3aKPYTUJIMCh THICSTIM MBICIICH.

3auem OH 37O caesnan?!
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. Pomanosa. «[lpakon Ha HoBbiii roa, ni CHerypouka B IOJapoK»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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