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Anekcannp Bundecrtep - nmpaBuTesb 10ra, repoii BOMHBI U YEJIOBEK, UYbE UMsI 3HAET
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Tarpsaaa IInn
Ommoka no nmenu JIro00Bb

I'nmaBa 1

BukTopusi cena HapOTUB HETO, OCTOPOKHO OTOJBHHYB CTYJI TaK THXO, CIOBHO O0sIach Hapy-
[IUTh XPYNKYIO THIIMHY, TIOBHUCIIYIO HaJ cTtosioM. Ee B3MIsi HEBOJBHO 3a/iepXkaics Ha MyKYMHE,
CHZEBIIIEM T10 APYTYIO CTOPOHY JJTMHHOTO, GE3yIPEYHO HAKPBHITOrO CTOJA.

Anekcangp Bunuecrep.

YenoBek, UMs1 KOTOPOTO YK€ CTajlo JIereHA0W. B ABauaTh maTh JIeT OH MPUBEN UMIIEPCKUE
BOIICKa K modefie — 1rodeie, 0 KOTOpOU rOBOPMIIM Ha BCeX Oallax, B BOSHHBIX KJTyOax U Iaxke B CaMbIX
OTHAIEHHBIX TPOBUHIMSAX. [Tocie 3Toro oH yHacejoBal BEIMKOE repliorcTBO, CTaB OIHUM M3 CAMBIX
MOT'YIIECTBEHHBIX JIIOJIEH UMITEPUH.

Ho ceituac oH mpocTo cuen nepej Hew, Clierka HaKJIOHUB OOKaJT C IaMITAaHCKUM, ¥ HaOmoal,
KaK 30JIOTHCTast )KUAKOCTh MEPETUBACTCS B CBETE CBEUEH.

OH ObLT TOPA3UTETLHO KPACHB.

He Toi1 MArKOM, M3ANTHON KPacoTOM, KOTOPOM BOCXHMIIAIOTCS B CAJlOHAX, a XOJOJHOU, 0e3-
YIPEYHOM KPacoToi ctatyu. YeTKas IMHUS YeTI0CTH, IPSIMOU HOC, CTIOKOMHBIH B3IVIS/1 CBETIbIX IJ1a3.
Ero mieun ka3aymch MUPOKUMU Aaxke MOJ IPOCTON CBET/ION pyOarmikoi. TkaHb Ha HEM CHUsJIA Tak,
OyIITO OTpaskajia CBET, a He IIPOCTO JIOBUJIA €rO0.

OH BBITIISIZIEN YEJIOBEKOM, K KOTOPOMY B3IJISIL IPUTSTHBAETCS CaM COOO.

TeM, Ha KOr0 HEBO3MOKHO HE CMOTPETb.

W xaxapiii pa3, Koraa BUkToprsi oco3HaBasa, 4To TOT YesIOBeK... €€ My, B TPyIH MOIHIMA-
JI0Ch cTpaHHOe 4yBCTBO. CJIOBHO 3TO ObLIa ommoOKa. Vnm coH.

Kak OyaTo KTO-TO ClTydaifHO MeperyTal CyabObl.

Omna He 3ameTuIa, KaK CJIUIIKOM JO0JTO CMOTPUT.

— TMouemy Obl TeOe He mepecTaTh CMOTPETh U HE ITOECTh?

Hwuskuii rosoc npo3Byyan HEOKUAAHHO OJTM3KO.

BuxTopusi B3aporHysa Tak pe3ko, 4TO BUJIKA BBICKOJIb3HYJIA U3 €€ MAaJIbIIEB M THXO 3BSIKHYJIA O
dbapdop. Cepare Ha MrHOBeHUE OOJIE3HEHHO CKAJIOCh.

AnekcaHp MOgHsII B3MVIAL.

OH cMmoTpen Ha He€ 0e3 BBIPAXEHUsI — CIIOKOMHO, MouTH xosonHo. Kak Oynro mepex HUM
CHJe] He YeJIOBeK, a HeuTo He Tpedyrolee 0coO0ro BHUMAHUS.

— Jla... 1a, KOHEYHO.

[Iléxkn Bukropum MrHoBeHHO BCIbIXHYIM. OHa MOCHEIIHO MOTSAHYJIACh K Tapejke W B3sula
MaJIEeHbKUH KycOYeK XJieOa, CIOBHO 3TO MOIJIO CKPBITh €€ HEJIOBKOCTb.

Ona He peranach NOAHATD I71a3a.

Boio yxacHo cteigHo. E€ moiiMany Ha TOM, Y4TO OHa YKpaJKoW CMOTpesia Ha COOCTBEHHOTO
Myka — U BCE PaBHO 3TO Ka3aJI0Ch YeM-TO HEMO3BOJIUTEIbHBIM.

Omna mMeyIeHHO OTIIOMMJIa Kycouek xjie0a. CyTl riepej1 Hel yxke ycres OCThITh, HO OHa BCE paBHO
MAIMHAIBLHO MTOMEIINBAJIA €ro JIOKKOH, JIUIIb Obl 3aHSTh PYKH.

TuimmHa 3a CTOJIOM CTAaHOBUJIACH BCE TJIOTHEE.

Cryra 6ecriryMHO BOIMIEN U TIOCTaBUIT HOBBIE Onmiofa. CepeGpo mpruOOpoOB TUXO 3BAKHYJIO O hap-
dop.

BuxTopus B3sisia HOX 1 Havaja pa3pe3arh CTeHK, CTapasiCh JBUIAaThCsl CIIOKOMHO U YBEPEHHO,
Kak e€ yuri. Ho yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO CEKYH/[] OHA BCE K€ OCTOPOXKHO IMOJHsJIA 1J1a3a.

AJnekcanzip naxe He CMOTpeJ Ha efly.
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OH JICHMBO OMYCTOITIa] OOKaJI MAMITAHCKOTO, OyATO yXKUH ObLT JIMIIh CKyYHOU (hOpMasbHO-
CTBIO.

«MOKeT... CTOUT IOTOBOPUTH?..»

Mpbicib NOSBUIACH BHE3AITHO.

«Ho... 0o uém?»

Omna HUKOrIa He JyMasia 00 3TOM paHbilie. B KHUrax Bc€ Ka3ajioch MPOCTBIM — CYIPYTH pas-
rOBapUBaJIv, CMESUIUCH, JIEIUIUCh HOBOCTSIMHU.

Ho kakue pa3roBops! BelyT HOpMaJsibHbIE TIapbl 32 YKUHOM?

[Toromy?

Hema?

Bocnomunanus?

BukTtopus nepedupaia B TojoBe BO3MOXHBIE (Dpa3bl U UYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK SA3bIK CTAHOBHUTCS
TSKEITBIM.

OHa Tak ¥ He ycriesia HUYero cKasarb.

AJekcaHp BAPYT MOJHSLICS.

JIBrkeHre ObUTO OBICTPHIM U PEHTUTENHLHBIM, CJIOBHO OH MPOCTO 3aKOHYUJT HETIPUATHYIO 0051-
3aHHOCTb.

— 4 yiiny nepBbIM.

OH cKazaji 3T0 pOBHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

Be3 oObsicHeHU .

bes may3bl.

be3 B3msna B €€ cTropony.

My:k4urHa BBIIIEN U3 CTOJIOBOM TaK ke CIOKOWHO, KaK BOILIEN, U JBEPb TUXO 3aKPbUIACh 32 HUM.

BukTOopus e1é HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/]T CMOTpPEA Ha IMyCTOE MECTO HAIPOTUB.

Cryi1, Ha KOTOPOM OH CHJIeJ, BCE eIlé ObLT HEMHOTO OTOIBHHYT.

Ero 6okan ocraBasics Ha cTose.

U BCE ke kazanock, OyATO ero MpUCyTCTBUE MCYE3/I0 MTHOBEHHO.

OHa MeJJIeHHO OIyCTHJIa TPUOOPHI.

Annerur mpormnal.

Ena Bapyr crana 6e3BKyCHOM.

Bukrtopusi nopHsiach, eBa MPUTPOHYBIIUCH K MOJIOBUHE CBOEW MOPIMM, U TUXO MOKHUHYJIA
CTOJIOBYIO.

[aru no KopuaOpy 3By4au HEMPUBBIYHO I'POMKO.

Onu OBUTH KEHATHI YK€ HECKOJIBKO MECSIIeB.

Ho 3a Bc€ 310 Bpems eii Tak U He yAaJIOCh TIOTOBOPUTH C AJIEKCAHIPOM MO-HACTOSIIIIEMY.

Nuorna onu yxunanu Bmecte. MiHOrAa ciiyvailHO BCTpeyaanch B KOpUJOpax.

Ho yarne Bcero ero npocto He ObLIO.

OH ye3:xaJ 1o AejiaM repliorcrBa — Ha TPU JTHsI, Ha HefIesTio, MHor/Ia Ha Mecsitl. Y Bo3Bparasics
TaK ke HEOXKMJIaHHO, KaK rcye3all.

EcrectBeHHO, y He€ He ObUIO BOBMOXKHOCTH Y3HATh €rO.

Ho uHorna Buktopus jioBuia cebst Ha MBIC/IU, YTO JIeJI0 He TOJIBKO B 9TOM.

[To kakoii-To MPUYMHE €l Ka3aJ0Ch, UTO MEX/1y HUMHU BCE... XyXKe.

Xyke, 4eM JOIKHO OBITh MEXKIY MYKEM U KEHOM.

— Bainie BricouecTBO, BbI 371ech? Bam nonpasuiiach efa?

Korma BukTtopus Bolia B CriajibHIO, CITyXKaHKa, KOTOpast Kak pa3 MeHsJIa MOCTeNIbHOe Oebe,
Cpa3y TIOBEpHYJIach K Hell C TEMION YIBIOKOM.

Oto ObuTa BuBbeH — €€ MOCTOSIHHAS CITyKaHKa.

EnvHCTBEHHBIN YeJIOBEK B 3TOM OIPOMHOM 3aMKe, C KOTOpPbIM BUKTOpHSI MOTJIa TOBOPUTH CBO-
OOIHO.
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— Ja... Bc€ OBLIO XOPOIIIO.

Omna oTBeTHIIa TUXO U MPOIIUIA B FApAepOOHYIO.

BuBbeH mnocsenoBaia 3a Hel U MOMOIJIA CHATH TSKENOE TulaThe. TKaHb MSATKO 3allypiiania,
KOTJJa OHO CKOJIB3HYJIO BHU3.

Uepes HECKONBbKO MUHYT Ha Buktopum yxke ObLIO JIErKoe obJerawolnee JOMallHee I1aTbe U
TOHKUI XaJar.

Oma BbIIILIA 0OPaTHO B CHAJIBHIO.

— O, 4yTh He 3a0bL1a, — BIPYT cKazaja BuBbeH. — CeroHs OKOJIO MOMy/IHS MPUIILIO ITUCHMO.

Oma 1ocTana KOHBEPT U3 KapMaHa NepeJHUKA.

TeHp NOYTH HE3AMETHO JIETyIa Ha JIMIO Bukropuu.

Ei1 naxe He Hy’)KHO ObIJIO CMOTPEThb Ha TIOYEPK.

OHa yxe 3Hana.

Korpa BusbeH ynuia, BUKTopus MeaJIEHHO BCKpbLIa KOHBEPT.

[TucbMO OBLIO KOPOTKHM.

Kak Bcerpa.

OHa npowia CTPOKU OJIUH pas.

[Torom emg pas.

«Bukropun, Moel 1ouepu.

ThI HE OTBETHIIA HA ITUCHMO, KOTOPOE s OTIPaBUJI paHee. S1 6eCroKoCh U IOTOMY MHUIITY CHOBA.
Hapetock, ThI XOpOITIO yCTPOMIIACh B HOBOM JIoMe. $1 KaX[plid IeHb KAy OT TeOst XOPOIIMX HOBOCTEH.
[Nocrapatoch HaBeCTUTD TeOsI B 3aMKe B OJFKaiIee BpeMsl.»

BukTopusi THX0 3aKpbuia I71a3a Ha CEKYHIY.

[Mucbmo BBITIIAIETO 3a00T/IMBBIM.

Ho oHna cauiiikom xopolio 3Haja CBOEro oTua.

Mapku3z @peneprk MoIydyrsI OT ITOro Opaka OoJblie Beex.

BoeHHas ciaBa AjekcaHpa OTKpbUIa Tiepe/l HUM ABEPH, KOTOPbIe paHbIlie ObUTM 3aKPHITHL. Ero
TOPrOBbIE JIeJIa PACIIUPUIINCH, CBSI3H MPH JBOPE YKPEIHIUCh, & UMsI CEMbHU CTAJIO 3ByYaTh rpoMye,
YeM Koraa-imoo.

Ho naxe storo emy okasajocs Majo.

Terneppb nMicbMa MIPUXOIIIN BCE Yallie.

W mMexay cTpOK BCerjaa 4uTajaoch OHO M TO ke TpeOOoBaHHe.

Hacnennuk.

Ecnmu y Benmukoro repriora pogutcst peO€HOK, Opak CTaHeT HepyIIUMBIM.

U BiisiHME ceMbr MapKu3a TOJIBKO BO3PACTET.

BukTopust MeyIeHHO MOJIOXKUIIA TTUCHMO B SIIIUK JJT1 XpaHEHU L.

Ha e€ nune nosiBuiach MouTy HE3aMeTHAs YCTAJIOCTb.

[Tpo6nema Gbla B TOM, UTO...

VY HEX ¢ AnekcaHapoMm enié gaxke He ObUI0 OpavuHON HOYH.

CnoBa geTH 1 HaCJIeAHUK Ka3aJIuCh YeM-TO OECKOHEUHO TAJIEKUM.

Ho ona monmmana: 4toObl 3TO KOrjaa-HUOYIb CTAJO0 BO3MOXHBIM, CHadasa HY)XHO XOTs Obl
HAYYUThCS pa3rOBapUBAaTh.

«MBpbI HEe MOXkEM OCTaBaThCsl TAKUMU HABCET/A...»

OHa THXO Jieryia Ha KpoBarTb.

«He HyXHO TOPONIUTHCA.»

Ternepb OHM OBUI MYKEM M KEHOM.

Briepenu y HUX OBUTO €I1I€é MHOTO THEH.

MHOro BO3MOKHOCTEH.

BukTopusi 3akpblia 171a3a ¥ MONbITAIACh MBICIIEHHO TIPE/ICTABUTh €T JIUIIO.

C Tex mop Kak OHa BIEpBbIe yBUETa AJIEKCAaHIPA... IPOIIUIO JAEBSTH JIET.
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W BcE 310 BpeMs OH Ka3zaJicsl €il MOYTH HeIOCATAEMBbIM.

IIpexpacHbim.

Brinarommmcs.

UYenoBekoM, KOTOPBII BCEria CTOSUI I/1e-TO JAJIEKO.

[Torpyx€nHas B BOoclIOMMHaHusA, BUKTOpHA cama He 3aMeThIa, Kak yCHYJIa.

W Bo cHe Ha e€ rybax MosIBUIIACh THXasl, TIOUTH JAETCKasl YIIbIOKa.

keksk

HeBAThb JieT Hazaj.

310 OBUIO JIETO — TO CaMoe JIETO, KOrjia BUKTOpUY MCHOMTHUIIOCH YeTHIPHAALATS.

Bo3myx Torga ObL1 HAaMoOJIHEH apoMaToM LIBETYIIMX CAllOB, U JIaXe BeTep Kazacs MATKUM U
npa3gHAYHBIM. [17151 He€ 9T0 ObUT OCOOEHHBIN JIeHb: BIEPBbIC B KM3HU OHA JIOJUKHA ObUIa YBUIEThH
MMIIepaTOPCKUI IBOpELl.

Koraa kapeTa ocTaHOBHUJIACh Y BBICOKMX MPAMOPHBIX CTYyTIeHeH, cepaie Bukropun Omioch Tak
CUJIbHO, YTO OHA OOSITIACh, UTO €ro YCIIbIIIAT OKPYXKaIOIIre.

OHa 0CTOpPOXKHO BHILIUIA, IPUIEPKUBAsH IOA0J CBOETO HOBOTO ILIAThS.

[Tnatbe OBLIO CBETIIBIM, YK PAITIEHHBIM TOHKOW BHIIITMBKOM IO pykaBaM. He pockoriiHoe — Map-
ku3 Ppenepruk HUKOIAA HE TPAaTWI HA HEE JIMIIHEr0, — HO U1l BUKTOpHUM OHO Ka3aiock NpeKpac-
HBIM. B 3epkase yTpoM oHa H0aro paccMarpuBaa ceds, IOUTH He y3HaBasl.

«CeronHs s yBUXKY JBOpeIl...»

Ona HuKora He ObUla B TAKOM MecTe. HUKorna He Buzena HaCTOSIIMX MPUABOPHBIX.

U BcE xe cepprie e€ ObLIO TOIHO HAMIEK L.

Ho cromio um npubam3uthes K qBepsiM OaHKETHOTO 3aJ1a, KaK PE3KU roJIoC pa3pyIivi BCE.

— Kak MokeT Takoe HUYTOXKECTBO BOWTH B OAHKETHBIN 3aJ1?

CrnoBa mpo3ByYasy XOJIOAHO, TIOUTH Ope3IIMBO.

[pexne yem Buktopus ycrena MoHsATh, YTO MPOUCXOINT, rpydast pyKa cXBaTuia e€ 3a 1iedo.

Mapkus Ppenepuk.

OH TONKHYN €€ B CTOPOHY Y3KOr0 KOpHWI0pa, YBOASAINIEro B MIyOMHY JBopua. [leBouka eaBa
ylepkayach Ha HOTax, KOIJIa OH pacraxHyJl IBeph HEOOIBIION KOMHATH M OyKBAJIBHO BTOJIKHYJI €€
BHYTPb.

— ThI ocTaHeIbes 3/1ech, — cKas3all OH pe3ko. — W Oyaenib CUIeTh THXO.

OHa pacTepsiHHO IPOTSHYJIa PYKY.

— Ox... oTell...

Ho nBeps yxe 3axJ101Hynace.

I'nyxoii 3Byk 0TO3BaJICA B IyCTOM KOMHATE.

BukTopus MemsieHHO OnMyCTHIa pykKy.

OHa cTos11a HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I, HE IBUTAsICh, CIOBHO HAJIESJIACh, YTO IBEPb CHOBA OTKPOETCSI.
Ho 3toro He npousonuio.

Komnara Obuta MasieHbKOH ¥ OYTH MycTOM. TYCKIIBIN CBET IPOHUKAN Yepe3 y3KOe OKHO, a B
BO3/yXe ME/JIEHHO KPYKWJIUCh MbUIMHKHU.

TuivHa Ka3aiach TSKEION.

W Bapyr uznaneka T0HECCS 3BYK OPKECTpa.

Mys3blKa.

Becénas, TopikecTBeHHast — Ta camasi My3blKa, KOTOpasi BO3Bellaa O Hauasle OaHKeTa.

Bukrtopus pe3ko BIOXHYyJIa.

Bo3znyxa craiio He XxBararb.

OnHa Me/IJIEHHO OIyCTUJIach Ha KOPTOYKH, ITPUKAB JIAJOHU K JIMLLY.

Cné3bl BRIPBAIMCH CAMU.

— Ilouemy...

CrnoBa pacTBOPSUIUCH B PhIIAHUSIX.



T. Iun. «Ommuodka nmo umenu JIioO0BbL»

W3naneka JOHOCKITUCH CMEX, 3BOH OOKaJIoB, My3bIKa. Jlioiu mpas3iHoBaIu.

A oHa cujiena 31ech — OJJHa, B IbLJIbHOW KOMHATE, Ky/ia €€ CIIPSITajIl, CJIOBHO HEHYKHYIO BElllb.

«Pa3Be 310 OBLIO HEMPABUIIBHO. ..»

E€ nuieun B3gparuBain.

«Pa3Be OBUIO MJI0X0, YTO S pajioBasiach?»

Ona BcloMHMIIA, KaK YTPOM OCTOPOKHO HaJieBajia Iuiathe. Kak ¢ BocToprom cMoTpesa B OKHO
KapeTsl, [IOKa OHU €XaJlu K JBOPLLY.

E# kazanochk, 4TO CEeromHs YTo-TO U3MEHUTCH.

Ho okazasioch, 4TO BCE OCTAETCA MPEKHUM.

Cné3bl 3acTHiIaNy 171a3a.

N Bapyr oHa 3aMeTuIIa... TEHB.

JMHHY10.

OHa Me/IJIEHHO MOAHSIIA TOJIOBY.

Ilepen Heii cTosn 10HOLIA.

Beicokuii, mouTH cuilyaT B oMymMpake KoMHaTel. OH CMOTpeI Ha He€ CBEpXY BHU3 C KAKMM-TO
CTPaHHO CIIOKOWHBIM BbIpakeHneM — 0e3 yIuBJieHus1, 6e3 pa3apakeHusl.

IIpocro cmorpe.

[Torom OH Me[IJIEeHHO COTHYJ KOJIEHU U OITYCTUJICS TIepe/] Hell.

Bukropus B3gporuyia.

Tenepp uX JMIIa OKA3aJIUCh HA OOHOM YPOBHE.

U ona cmorna pasrisaeTs ero.

UYEpHble BOIOCH MSTKO CNIAIaJIM Ha JIOO, IOYTH CIIMBAsICh ¢ TEMHOTOM KoMHaThl. Ho ero rmasa...
ero ra3a ObUTH CBETJIBIMH — HACTOJIbKO CBETJIBIMH, YTO KA3aJIMCh TIOUTH CHSIOIIUMH.

Jlazxe B 9TOM MOJIyMpaKe.

— [Nouemy THI 1Y€ ? — TUXO CITIPOCHJI OH.

Ero rosoc 6b1 CIOKOMHBIM.

He rpy6siv. He HacMentuiuBbIM.

[Ipocro THXHM.

Bukropus pacrepsiace.

Ona HUKOTIa paHblIe HE BUJENA €r0.

Ho 6osnbinie Bcero e€ mopasuiio apyroe.

OH OBLL... KPacuB.

He npocto kpacuB — ero JIMIo Ka3ajaoch YAUBUTEIbHO FAPMOHUYHBIM, [TOYTH HEPEAJIbHBIM.
JI7151 JOHOIIM 3TO OBUIO HACTOJIBKO HEOOBIYHO, YTO OHA HEBOJIBHO YCTABHUJIACH HA HETO.

OH 3ameru 310.

Ho ne paccepouics.

IOHo11a MeIeHHO MPOTSIHY PYKY.

7KecT ObUI CITIOKOMHBIM U €CTECTBEHHBIM — OYJTO OH JIEJIaJl TO THICSYH Pas.

I'maza BukTopun paciuvpuinck.

«3auem?..»

«3adeM eMy MOMOorarh... TAKOM JIEBYIIIKE, KaK 517..»

Ona koneb6anach.

Ho BCE ke 0CTOPOKHO BJIOKUIIA MAJIBIBI B €0 JIaI0Hb.

OH cxaJl X MSATKO, IOYTH OepekHO.

U nomor eit nomHsThCS.

Ero pyka Obi1a TEMION.

Hacronbko Té€moi, uto BUKTOpHst Ha MrHOBEHHE 3a0bUIa, YTO TOJBKO UTO IIJIaKasa.

IOHoma Momnmya noBén e€ Kk MajeHbKOM IBEPU B CTEHE.

Korga oH OTKpbLI €€, epes HUMU NOSIBUJIach y3Kasl Teppaca.
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CHapyx#u ObLJIO COBCEM MHAYE.
KomHara mo3aau kazasiach TEMHOM | JIyIITHOH, a 3[1eCh BO3LyX ObLI HAIOJIHEH MATKUM CBETOM

3akata. He6o ropesno po3oBbIMU M 30JI0THIMU OTTEHKAMH.

IOHo11a cen Ha KaMeHHYIO CKaMbIo.

U tuxo ckazan:

— He muiays.

OH BCE elng aepxan e 3a pyky.

— ¢I ocranych ¢ TOOOI.

BukToprs mocMoTpesia Ha Hero BHUMAaTe IbHEe.

Ero onexna 6puta 10poroit — 6e3ynpevHo CIIMTBIA KaM30J1, U3bICKAHHBIE TTYTOBUIIBI, TOHKAS

TKaHb. TaKoU yesloBeK MOKeH ObLT HAXOAUThCS B OAaHKETHOM 3ajie Cpejid 3HATH.

Ho nouemy-1o 0H cugen 31eck.

B 31011 THXOH, 3a0BITON KOMHATE.

U kazanock... OH NPUBBIK K OIMHOYECTBY.

OH GoJbllle HUYEro He CIpaITuBall.

He 3apaBait Boripocos.

He nbrTancsa yremars cinoBamu.

OH 1poCTO CUIEIT PSIIOM.

Nuoraa cmoTpelt Ha 3akar.

Nuorpa — Ha Hee€.

U BcE 310 Bpems nepixkan e€ 3a pyky.

CTpaHHoO... HO MOCTENEHHO TSKECTh B rpyau BUKTOpUM Havasa ncyesars.
Cné3bl BBICOXJIN.

Crajo CoKoiHo.

OHHU cuenu Tak JOIro.

CoHile MeIJIEHHO OMYCKaJIOCh 32 TOPU30HT, U 30JI0TOW CBET IMOCTENIEHHO CMEHWICS MSATKUM

CYMEpPEUHbIM.

ITorom Haj 1BOPLOM MOIHSIACK JIyHA.

Bukropus BApyr 3ameTniIa, 4To BCE €ILE ACPKUT €r0 JIaJOHb.

Ona 6b11a OOJIBIION.

N ténnoii.

Ouenb TEMION.

W nmenHo torna Buktopust BriepBble B )KU3HH MOHSIA, KAKUMHA MOTYT OBITh YbH-TO PYKH.
310 OBUI TIEPBHIN pas.

[MepBeIit pa3, korga KTo-To Aepxkai e€ Tak — 0e3 KoneOaHWil.

be3 paznpaxenus.

bes npespenus.

Koraa n3naneka poHeciach My3blka, BO3BEIIAIAs 00 OKOHYaHUM OaHKeTa, Bukropus BOpyr

MOYYBCTBOBAJIa TPEBOTY.

OM.

CKOpO UM NIPUIETCS paccTaThCsl.

OHa cxaja ero JaJoHb 4yTh Kperde U THXO CIIPOCHIA:

— Bbl... MOXeTe cka3zaTh MHE CBOE UMsi?

IOHomIa Ha MrHOBEHME OIYCTHII TJ1a3a.

Ero pecHuripl 0TOpackiBasId TOHKYIO T€Hb.

[ToToM OH CHOBa MOCMOTpEIT HA HEE.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT ero CBeTJIble IJa3a MOKa3aich BUKTOpUY sipue JIyHbI, BUCEBIIIEH HaJl IBOP-

— AJiekcanp.
Ona THXO MOBTOPWMJIA TIPO CeOsT ITO UMSI.
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OH crerka yabIOHYIICS.

EnBa 3amerHo.

— Ecnum mbI Korna-HuOyab» BCTPETUMCS CHOBA... TOT/IA 51 CKaxKy TeOe CBOE MMs.

370 OBUI OCIIEAHUI Pa3rOBOP MEXIYy HUMH.

Yepes nBa aHsA Buktopus cHOBa yBUJENA €10.

Ho yxe coBcem B 1pyrom mecre.

Ha orpomHo#i miomaau nepes JBopLoMm.

Nmnepckas apMus BeICTparBajiach epe]] OTIPaBIEHUEM Ha BOIHY.

W tam, Biepenu Bcex... CTOSUT OH.

Tot campblii I0HOIIIA.

Aunexcanap Anicrep Bunuecrep.

EnuHcTBeHHBIN MIeMsIHHUK uMrneparopa. Komanayomuii apMuei.

NwmenHo Torna Buktopus noHsiia, 4to OaHKeT, Ha KOTOPOM OHM BCTPETHIIMCH, ObUT HA CAMOM
JieJie 1IepeMOHHUEN MPOBOAOB BOICK.

OH oTnpaBWICS HA BOVHY.

Jlaxe He MOIpOIIABIIUCH.

Ho Bukropus HUKOTAa He CMOIJIa 3a0bITh TOT BEYEp.

T'oger nporuy.

AJIeKCaHap BEPHYJICS TEPOEM.

Nwmriepus roBopuiia o HEM.

Ero ums 3Byyaso noscomy.

OH GoJbliie He OBUT TEM TUXUM IOHOIIEH 13 TEMHON KOMHATHI.

OH cras1 caMbIM U3BECTHBIM YEJIOBEKOM B CTpaHeE.

N Bcé xe Bukropus nHoOrna Buiesa ero.

Wzpaneka.

Ha napanax. Ha npuémax.

OHa Bcerja cTosijia B CTOPOHE.

ITpocro cmorpena.

A 1OTOM, CITYCTA TOL...

E€ orerr omHa) b1 cKa3as el 3a 3aBTPAKOM:

— BukTopus, Thl BbIZIEIIb 3aMYK 32 BEJIMKOTO reprora.

ITocne BoviHBI AJIeKCaHAP MOITYYIT I0KHBIE 3¢MJIA U YHACIIEI0BAJT TUTYIL.

N B ToT MOMEHT BukTOpUS BAPYT MOHSJIA.

Tort 1HOIIA C TEMJIBIMUA PyKaMHU.

Tot yenoBeK, KOTOPBIN CUJIEN PSAAOM C Hell Ha Teppace.

Tort, KOro oHa XpaHusa B CBOMX BOCIIOMUHAHUSIX CTOJIBKO JIET...

W Obl1 TEeM caMbIM MYKIMHOM.

3a KOTOpOro el MPE/ICTOSIIO BHIATH 3aMYK.

I'naBa 2

Ha crnenyiomiee yrpo Bukropusi mpocHynach HAMHOTO paHbIIie OOBIYHOTO.

CKBO3b IUIOTHBIE ITOPBI TOJIBKO HAYMHAJI TPOOUBATHCS OJIeTHBIN pacCBETHBIN CBEeT. B koMHate
CTOsUJIa TIOUTH MTOJTHAS TUIIIMHA — Ta THXas, IPOXJIaHas TUILIMHA 3aMKa, KOTOPBIH €€ He IPOCHYJICS.

Heckomnbko cekyH[] OHa Jiexkasia HeMOABIKHO, TIIsIIs B MOTONOK. B rpymu Obi1o cTpanHoe, Oec-
MOKOIHOE OIIyLIIEHUE — CMECh BOJTHEHUSI U OCTOPOKHOM HAIEXKIbl.

Ceroans oHa pelua cejarh MaJeHbKYIO BElb.

Bcero b nonpuBeTcTBOBaTh MyXa YTPOM.

10
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MBpicib Ka3anach MPOCTO, MOYTH HAUBHOM, HO /11 BUKTOpHK OHa ObUIa BaXKHOW. 32 BCE Bpems
ux Opaka el MoYTH He yIaBaJioCh IOrOBOPHUTH ¢ Asiekcanipom. VIHora oH ncue3ast Ha HeJieiu, HHOTAA
BO3BpAIIAJICS TO3IHO HOUBI0. MIX BCTpeun ObUTH peJKUMH U KOPOTKUMHU.

Ho ecnu oHa caenaer nepBbli iar...

BO3MOXKHO, BCE HAUHET MEHATHCH.

Omna OBICTPO MOAHSIIACH C TIOCTEJIH.

Ciy’kaHKu, KOTOpBIE JEeKYpPHIN B COCEIHEeW KOMHATe, TYT K€ BOIIUIM, CJIOBHO KJIJIM 3TOTO
MOMEHTA.

Tenepp ux ObLIO TpOE.

OHu ABUTATHCH BOKPYT HEE€ THIXO M JIOBKO — OJHA MIPUHECNA BOMY JJIsl YMBIBaHUS, Ipyras
pacuechiBaja e€ BOJIOCHI, TPEThsI AKKYPaTHO PACKJIA/IbIBAJIA I1JIaThe.

BukTopus BCE eli€ He MOIJIa PUBBIKHYTh K 3TOMY.

Jlo 3amyxecTBa el HUKOTI/Ia He TIOMOraJia HU OffHa CJTy)KaHKa.

OHa He ObUTa HACTOAILEH MOJIOION JIEIH.

Oma 6bL1a 1049epbIo JTIOOOBHUIIBI MapKHU3a.

E€ maTb Obl1a MPOCTON KEHIIMHON — KPAacUBOM, HO He3HATHOM. 1o 3aKOHY OHa He MOrJIa CTaTh
BTOPOM KEHOW MapKu3a, Mo3ToMy BUKTOpUS oprLIMaibHO JaXe HE CUUTAIIACH €0 JOUEPBIO.

Ho cyap0a cnoxuiack CTpaHHo.

[Mocre poxaeHus epBeHIa 3aKOHHAs )KeHa MapKu3a Oblla pu3HaHa OecrutoqHou. Bpauu 00b-
SIBWIN, 4TO OHA OOJIbllIe HUKOIIA HE CMOXKET UMETh IETEN.

U Torna mapku3 BHE3AITHO «IPU3HAT» BUKTOPHIO.

E€ npuBenu B 10M Kak JaJIbHIOI POACTBEHHHUITY U O(DUITMAIBLHO MIPUHSUIM B CEMBIO, TIIATEIBHO
CKPBIB TIPaBJLy O €€ MPOUCXOKICHHH.

Ho naxe mociie 3T0ro oHa HUKOI/Ia HE YyBCTBOBAJIA CeOs1 YaCThIO 3TON CEMbH.

OnHa NOMHMJTA CJIOBA OTLA CIIMIIKOM XOPOIIIO.

— BuKTOpMS, THI JIyUIIINiA TOBAP IS CTOJIb IEHHON padoThI.

OH cKazajl 3T0 CIIOKOWHO, MOYTHU C FTOPIOCTHIO.

CnoBO TOBap 3ByYasio B €ro yCTax Tak €CTeCTBEHHO, CJIOBHO peyb IIljIa O JIOMIAAW WU paro-
[IEHHOM KaMHe.

Lennas paGota — 3T0 ObLT MOIUTUYECKUN OpaK.

s mapkuza Opeeprka oHa Bcera Oblla JIMITb MHCTPYMEHTOM. BO3MOKHOCTBIO 3aKJIIOUUTh
BBITO/IHBIH COI03, YKPENUTh CBOE TOJIOKEHUE MTPU IBOPE U TIOYUUTh eIIE OOJbIIe BIUSHUA.

BuxTopus noHumaa, 4to AJ1sl apuCTOKPaTOB Opak 4acTo ObLT MPOCTO MOTUTUKOM.

Ho B rybuHe gy oHa BCE paBHO MedTasia O JPYTrOM.

Ona BbIpociia B IoMe, TJie He ObLIO HU TeIlla, HA MPUBSI3aHHOCTU. B Tome, riie o1 roBOprIv
APYT C APYTOM XOJIOAHO U BEKJIUBO, CJIOBHO UYKHeE.

IToaTomy OHa Bcerza XoTena OHOTO.

Hom.

He pockomiblil 3aMoK 1 He 60raTcTBo.

JloM, HATIOJTHEHHBIH JTIOOOBBIO.

U xorpa 6pU10 00BsABIEHO O €€ Opake...OHa BIIEpBbIe TIOBEpUIA B CylllecTBoBaHHe bora.

[oTomy uTO €€ MyskeM JIOKeH ObLT CTaTh YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOTro OHA HE MOTJIA 3a0bITh.

Tor 10HOMIA.

ToT, KTO OIMHAKIBI Jeprkall e€ 3a pyKy Ha TUXOW Teppace MMIIepaTopCcKOro JBOPIIA.

Ternepb OH ObLT €€ My*keM.

— I'epriorunsi, Be codupaerech npooauTh Ero BeicouecTBo?

l'onoc ciykaHKHU MATKO BEPHYJI €€ B pEaIbHOCTD.

Bukrtopus MoprHyia U nojHsuia ria3za. [OpHUYHBIE Kak pa3 3akaHYMBaJIM €€ Makusik. OHu
YJIBIOATHCH e ¢ IETKON JoOpOKeaaTeIbHON TeTIOTOM.

11
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OHa HEMHOTO CMYTHUJIACh.

[Tornaaue BONOCH], OHA TUXO OTBETHIIA!

— Jla... s He YacTo BUXKY €ro, 0ITOMY XOTeJia MPOCTO MO3J0POBATHCSI.

— VBepena, Ero BeicodecTBo OyzieT oueHb pajl, — cKaszajia OfHa U3 CITyKaHOK.

BukTopus HeJIOBKO yJIBIOHYJIACK.

Ei1 crano HeMHOro HeymoOHO OT TOrO, YTO €€ MaJIeHbKOe HaMepeHHUe BBIJISIZIENIO B UX Ila3ax
YEeM-TO BaKHBIM.

Ho B ryOuHe aymm oHa BCE ke Haaesiach.

«Ecmu s nmonpooyro...»

«Ecnu 1 npuioxxy HEMHOIO yCHIIUN. ..

MoxeT OBITb, MBI CTAHEM OJIMKE.»

OHa 3Hana, 4To AJieKcaH/ip, BEPOSITHO, AaKe HEe TIOMHUT e€.

B otnuue ot He€ camon.

Omna HuKOrJa He 3a0bIBaja.

Ho Bcé xe oHa caepkaiia oOelianue, JaHHOE JIeBATH JIeT Ha3aJl — BCTPETUTHCSA C HUM CHOBA
TaK, YTOOBI OH y3HAJ €€ UMSI.

BukTopus BHIIILIA U3 CHAJIBHU M CITYCTHJIACH TIO IIIMPOKOM JIECTHULIE B TJIABHBINA XOJLI.

[Tepen BX0AOM yXke BBICTPOWIUCH CITyTH.

Kornia onu yBuzenu e€, Bce cpasy MOKJIOHUIIKCH.

OHa MSTKO yJbIOHY/IaCh U OTBETHIA JIETKMM KHUBKOM.

N uMeHHO B 5TOT MOMEHT U3 IaJIbHErO KOPUAOpPA MOSIBUIICS AJIEKCaH Ip.

OH 1m1€1 MeJJIEHHO U YBEPEHHO.

Ha ném Obu1 u€pHBIN BOEHHBI MYHAWP, PACIIUTHINA 30JI0TOH HUTHIO. TKaHb MJIOTHO obneraia
€ro MMPOKUeE IJIeUH, MOTYEPKUBAsT CTPOIHYIO (DUTYPY.

BukTopurs HEBOJIBHO 3aMepiia.

OH BBITTIAOEN. .. BEJIUKOJIEIIHO.

TakuM ke, KakuM OHa IMMOMHWJIA €r0 U3 AETCKUX BOCIOMUHAHUI — TOJIbKO B3pOCJiee, CTPOXE,
XOJIOJHEE.

3710 OBUT MYKYHMHA, KOTOPHIM BOCXHINAJIACH BCS UMTICPHSL.

— Benukwii reprior, — MOYTUTETHHO MPOU3HEC OJIMH U3 CIIYT.

AJlekcaH/Ip MPOIIIET MUMO HUX, IIOYTH He oOpaiiasi BHUMaHUS.

Ho, 3ameTuB BukTopuio, BHE3aITHO OCTAHOBUIICS.

Ero cBemibie 171a3a MeyIeHHO CKOJIB3HYJIH 110 HEW.

XOJIOJHO.

be3 BesAkoro BelpaxeHus.

— Y0 THI 37€CH JETaelIh?

Ero rosoc 611 TAaKUM K€ XOJIOAHBIM, KaK U B3IJISI.

BuKTOpHS HEBOJIBHO B3/IPOTHYJIA.

OHa nojiHsIa ToJIOBY, BCTpevasich ¢ ero riazamu. OT 3Toro B3MisAa €d cTajao MovTU CTPAIITHO.

— D-3... 1 X0TeJa monpuBeTcTBOBaTh Baiiie BricouecTso ¢ yTpa.

— VYr1pennee npusercTre?

Ha ero nuiie nosiBuiack Ji€rkas, KpuBoBaTasi yCMeIIka.

— He nornmaro, 4ero Tel 0XKHUIaCIIIb.

BukTopus pacTepssHHO MOpPrHYyJIa.

OH... pemmJ, 4To OHa Yero-To KaeT?

OHa nocnemrHo 3aroBopuJia:

— Her, 31ech HeT HUKaKoro nojarekcra. f mpocto xorena nmpooauTsh Ero BricouecTso...

— Yt0 X, — CIOKOIHO CKa3aJjl OH, — ITOXOXe, Thl HAYMHAEIIb XOTETh OBITh XO3SIMKOH IOMA.

CroBa npo3Byyaid Kak HaCMelIKa.

12
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Vi BuKkTOprn MrHOBEHHO TIOKPACHEIIN.

Ceparie 3a06uoch ObICTpee.

«$1 He moKHa ObLIA 3TOTO AeNaTh.»

Ona nouyBcTBOBaJIa Ha ceOe BIIIISIIBI CITYT.

CMyleH e CTaslo MOYTH HEBBIHOCUMBIM.

BukTopust 6bICTPO MOKJIOHUIIACK.

AJIeKCaHAp CMOTPEJT Ha HEE CBEPXY BHU3.

[TotoMm ckazan — 4yTh Msrde, HO BCE Tak *ke O6e3 SMOIUH:

— Ecnu Th1 Yero-to xouelb, MOXeIlb 3TO MOMY4YuTh. [lepecTpoiiky 3aMKa, qparolieHHOCTH,
BEUEPUHKHU — MHE BCE PABHO.

OH crienaj KOpoTKyIo may3y.

— Ho ytpom s He xouy BuaeTh Te0s. Tak 4to, moxkanyicTa, BO3AEPKHICH OT ITOTO.

Ero smiio ocraBaniock coBepiieHHO criokorHbIM. Ho cmbic 61 TipenienibHo siceH. «He sxam ot
MeHs Hu4ero. Mexay Hamu He OyZieT HU TeTuia, HU OJIM30CTH. »

[Tocne 3Tux caoB AsiekcaHp NPOCTO MPOIIET MUMO HEE U HAITPABUJICS K BBIXOLY.

Cryru, KoTopble HAOMIOAAN 32 CLIEHOW, TUXO PA3OIILIUCh TI0 CBOUM JIEJIaM.

Uepe3 HECKOIBKO CEKYH]I OTPOMHBIN XOJLJT OITyCTeJI.

Bukropus ocranack ogHa.

OHa Me/IJIEHHO MOAHSIIA TOJIOBY.

«5I cpenana 4ro-TO HE Tak?..»

Ona nomneiTajlach BCIOMHUTB BCE UX Pa3rOBOPHI.

Ho ux ObUIO Tak MaJio, 4TO MX MOKHO OBLIO TIePecUnTaTh MO Majibl[aM OHON PYKH.

Amnekcannp Bceraa Obut 3aHAT. Beerna xomnoneH. M BcE ke oHa He MOTJIa IOHSATh, B YEM IMEHHO
ommoIack. B ux nepByio 6payHyio HOYb OH yexasl U3 3aMka. CKasall, YTo y Hero CpovHsle jena u
ocTaBmI HeBecTy ofHy. Ho naxe Torna Buktopus Obia rotoBa MpUHATH 3T0. Jlo TeX mop... oKa He
YBUJEJIA €ro I71a3a.

Te camble XOJIOAHBIE IT1a3a.

Ona crosiyia B X0JUIe e1lIE HEKOTOPOE BPEMsI, CTapasiCh COXPAHUTh CIIOKOMHOE BbIPAKEHNE JINLIA.
Ho BHYTpU BCE MEITIEHHO CKUMAIOCh.

Korma ona HakoHerr 3actaBuia cebs1 yiTH, B e€ yIax BcE emié 3ByJas ero rojioc.

Xomonnsiid. bezxanoctheiit. U eii ka3anock, OyITO 3TOT roJIoc MeJIEHHO MOKPHIBAET JIbOM €€

cepite.
skkosk

Mapkuz Ppeneprk yqoOHO pacHoNIOKMICS B Kpecie B TOCTUHOM, OyATO Haxoawscs y ceds
noma. OH MeJJIEHHO OIJISIIbIBAJT KOMHATY, JISHUBO ITPOBO/ISI B3IJISIIOM IO BHICOKMM OKHAM, TSKEJTbIM
IITOPaM M CTPOror MeOeJIH.

B pykax y Hero Obi1a (hapdopoBasi aIika, u3 KOTOpoy MOAHMMAJICS TOHKUI apOMATHBIH Tap.
OH crienast HeCTIIITHBIN TJIOTOK U €/1Ba 3aMETHO CKpUBWIICA. VIHTEphep Ka3aicsi eMy CJMIIKOM CAep-
kaHHBIM. CITUIIKoM mycTbiM. CITUIITKOM XOJOAHBIM.

— XM.

OH crierka MpUIIENKHYT SI3bIKOM. B 3TOM 3aMKe BCE BBIIVISIIENO TaK ke, KaK U €ro XO35UH.
Caepsxanno. Xonoano. [Toutu 6e3xusHerHo. Kak Anekcanap Bundecrep.

Mapku3 nmocTaBuII YaIlky Ha OJTIONIIE U JICHUBO NIEPEBEN B3IV HA I0Ub.

— Yewm ke Tak 3aHAT TBOW MYK, — MPOTSHYJ OH, — YTO HE CMOT' J]aKe SBUTHCS?

Ero rosnoc 3By4an pa3apax&HHO, CIIOBHO peyb IIIa O HEBOCITUTAHHOM CIIyTe, a He O BEJIMKOM
repuore. BUKTOprst OCTOpOXHO MOIHSJIA CBOIO YAIIIKY.
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— V... Hero MHOIO MOJUTAYECKUX JI€]I, — TUXO OTBeTWIA OHA. EE rojioc ObLI CIIOKOMHBIM, HO
BHYTpHU Bc€ Harnpsroch. OHa 1aBHO HE BHJIEIa OTLa, HO HUYEero He u3MeHwIoch. Ero npucyrcrsue
BCE TaK € IMPUHOCUIIO TOJIBKO TSKECTh M HEJIOBKOCTb.

Mapku3 HaxMypwicsi W YTO-TO HEJOBOJBHO MPOOOPMOTAJ, CHOBAa CleJaB IJIOTOK 4Yasl.
Heckosipko MUHYT OH BOpYasl O 3aHATOCTU AJIEKCaH/pa, HO IIOTOM, CJIIOBHO IOTEPSIB UHTEPEC, PE3KO
cMeHu Temy. Ero B3mis crain Gosee MpUcTaibHbIM.

— [ouemy ThI Takas xygas?

OH OKMHYJ €€ BHUMATEIbHBIM B3[JISIOM C TOJIOBBI IO HOT.

— Hert Huyero 6onee ypoaaMBoro, 4eM ToIast JAeBYIIKa.

Bukropus ensa 3ametHo B3porsayna. OHa npuBbIKJIa K TakuM cioBaM. C JeTcrsa.

— IIpocro... y MeHs HeT anreTura.

Omna crapajiacb TOBOPUTh CIIOKOMHO.

Mapku3 mpojoiiKan paccMaTpuBaTh €, Kak Oy/ATO OLIEHUBAJI TOBAp HA PHIHKE.

— To1 6epemenHa?

BukTopus pe3ko nogHsuia royiopy. Yaika B €€ pykax ApOrHyJia.

— Yro?.. — oHa mocrientHo nocraBuia e€ Ha cton. — Her. 51 He GepeMeHHa.

— Toraga mouemy Tak pearmpyenib? — XOJOAHO 3aMeTHJ Mapku3. — Tebe NOMKHO ObITh
CTBIJJHO.

Ero cnoBa npo3By4anau ouTy paBHOLYIIHO, HO BUKTOpHUsI BCE paBHO MPUBBIYHO B3/IPOTHYIIA.
Jlaxe CITycTst Tofpl OHa BCE emé He Moria n30aBUThCS OT ITOro peduiekca. OHa Hajieslackh, 4To pas-
rOBOp 3aKOHYMTCSI.

Ho, xoHe4HO, 3TOro He MpOU30ILIO.

Mapku3 OTKUHYJICS Ha CIIUHKY Kpeca.

— TbI perynspHoO BCTyHaelb C HUM B MHTUMHBIE OTHOLLIEHU S ?

BuxkTopus Ha cekyHay 3aMepia. DTo ObLT yKaCHBIN BOMpoc. HemprmmaHbIi.

Ho nuis e€ oTia nomoGHble TpaHuUIlbl HUKOTA He cyliecTBoBaid. OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK B
Ipyay MeIUIEHHO MTOJHUMAETCsI HelpUusiTHOe HanpsikeHrne. Cka3arh npaBy oHa He Moruia. Eciiv Ob1 oH
y3HAJ, UYTO MEKAY Hel M AJIeKCaHIpOM JI0 CHX TIOp He ObLIO Jake OpadyHoy HOuM... Ero rueB ObuT Obl
yxacHbIM. [IoaToMy OHa npocto kuBHysa. Huuero He cka3zaB. Mapku3 yioBJIETBOPEHHO XMBIKHYI.

— ¢ roBopwmI1 3TO yke MHOTo pa3. ToNbKO mociie poXIeHus JAeTel 3TOT Opak CTaHeT hieab-
HBIM.

OH nocrtyyas najblieM M0 NOJJIOKOTHUKY.

— Korna y 1eds1 nosiBATCS JeTH, TBOE MOJOKEHNE YKPETTUTCS.

Ero B35/ crait XoJIOaHbIM.

— OH oyeHb 3aHOCUUBBIN YesioBeK. He npecTapsiio, 0 YEM OH J1ymaer.

Bukropus orsena B3MIAA.

Kaxppiit pas, koraa orer] roBopuii 00 AjiekcaHape NoIoOHBIM TOHOM, OHA 1yBCTBOBAJIA CTPaH-
HOe BHyTpeHHee HarpsbkeHre. OHa He 3Haula, JOJKHA JIM 3allMIaTh Myxa. MiMeeT i Ha 31O npaBo.
N momuars.

— K cuacrblo, y Te0s1 XOTs1 ObI €CTh JIUI0, — MPOAOKIIT Mapku3. — [IpencraBb, eciiv Obl ThI
ObLJ1a TIOXO’Ka Ha JePEBSIIKY... TCK.

OH MaxHyJ1 pyKO¥.

— Tak 4To0 AEpXKHUCH 32 HETO Kperue, YTOObI OH He BBIPBAJICS.

BuxTopusi Txo kuBHynAa. OHa JIMIIL XOTeNa, YTOOBI STOT PasroBOP MOCKOpee 3aKOHYHUIICS.
Ho mapku3 Bapyr BHUMATesIbHO MocMoTpen Ha He€. [loTom ocTan 4Tto-To M3 KapMmaHa. DTo ObLT
MaJIEHbKHI CTEKJISIHHBIN (DJIAaKOH.

BHyTpH 1uieckanach TEMHas KUAKOCTb.

OH npOTSAHYJ €ro I0YEpHU.

— Bosbmu.
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Bukropus yauBIEHHO MOPrHyJIa.

— Yt0 310?

— JlekapcTBO, — CMOKOMHO OTBETUJI MapKu3. — MyKUMHBI YaCTO MCHOJBb3YIOT €ro, YTOObI
YCUJIUTD KeJIaHHE.

OH roBopuJ Tak OyAHMYHO, CJIOBHO peub IIUIa O MPOCTOM CHPOIIE OT Kallls.

— JlocTatouHo OHOrO MIoTKa. Mcnonb3yil HEMHOTO.

Bukropus pactepssHHO nocmoTpena Ha (piiakoH. OHa He oHMMaJa. 3ayeM oTell Ja€T el JieKap-
CTBO... IPpeJHa3HAYCHHOE 7151 MykuuH?Mapku3 3ametui e€ HetoymeHue. Ero OpoBu pazapaxeHHO
COIILJIKCB.

— Benmkuii repLior CIMIIKOM 3aHST, — CKa3aJl OH MHOT'O3HAYUTENIBHO. — Y HEro HeT BpeMeH!U
Ha OTAbIX. B TakuX yc/IOBUSX MyXKYMHA MOXET IOTEPATHh BBIHOCIUBOCTD.

OH HaKJIOHWICS 9y Th OJIFIKe.

— Tlepen Tem Kak jiedb C HUM, TalHO JIall eMy 3TO.

CroBa Mpo3ByYaIN MOYTH IENOTOM.

— Tlonmernaii B Boxy v BUHO. OH HMYEro He 3aMeTHT.

BukTtopus no4yyBCTBOBasa, Kak BHYTPH MOJHUMAETCS XOJIOAHAsi BolHA oTBpauieHus. Ho eé
NaJblibl BCE paBHO MAalIMHAJIBHO NMPUHsUIM (priakoH. OHa BCE elEé He JO KOHLA NMOHMMAaJla CMBICI
9THX CJIOB. U, BOBMOXHO, MapKu3 3T0 3aMeTwsl. Ho OH He cTan Hu4yero oObscHsATh. [l Hero Bcé
ObLTIO OueBHIHO. BUKTOpPHS OCcTOpOKHO Ckasa OyThutouky. Eil 6bu10 HenpusitHo. Ovens. Ho B mpu-
CYTCTBMM OTLIA OHA HE MOIJIa OTKa3aTbcs. [IoaToMy OHa Juilb MoTya aepxana ee.

BHyTpH y HE€ yKe BO3HMKJIA MBICIIb.

[Nozxe oHa 06s13aTebHO BhI30BET antekapst. [Tycts mpoBepuT 310 JlekapceTrBo. OHa TomkHa yoe-
IUTBCS, YTO OHO Oe3oracHo. HekoTtopoe Bpems cirycTsi MapKu3 noaHsiics. OH ckasai, uyTo coOupa-
eTcs JIMYHO BCTpeTuThes ¢ AstekcanapoM. M nmokunyn 3amok. Korga Bukropus HakoHen BepHyJach
B CBOIO CMAJIBHIO, CUJIBI IOUTU TIOKUHYJIM e€. KoMHara nokaszanack Tuxou u myctoi. OHa rojonuia K
MTMCbMEHHOMY CTOJIy, MEJIJIEHHO BBIIBUHYJIA SIIIMK U MOJIOKWIIA TyJa MaJeHbKUN (DIAKOH.

3areM 3aKpblja ero ¢ TUXUM HIETYKOM.

[Mocie 3TOrO OHA TSXENO OIMyCTUIAch Ha CTY/. U rimyboko B3/oxHy/a. Pa3sroBop ¢ oTiom Bce-
raa 3abupai y He€ Bce cruibl. Kak Oyaro mocie KaxkIoi BCTpeYr ¢ HUM BHYTPH OCTaBajiach TOJBKO
yCTaJoCTh.

keksk

Ha 1ore Haxoausocs ertie u Bropoe nomecthe Asiekcanapa Bunuecrepa. OHO pe3Ko OTIM4aioch
OT €ro IJIABHOI'O 3aMKa.

[NepBoe momecTbe, BO3BBILIAJICS OTPOMHBIN ABOPEI] U3 OEI0ro KaMHsI — POCKOIIHBIN, TIOUTH
COINIOCTaBUMBIH ¢ UMIIEPATOPCKUM. becKkoHeuHble 3alibl, rajiepeu, JIECTHULBI, JECATKU CIIYT U YNHOB-
HHUKOB. Bc€ 310 OBUIO HEOOXOAUMO U1 YeIOBeEKA €ro moyiokenrnsa. Ho 31or mom... DTOT IoM ObLT
JOPYTHM.

HeOomnbioe nomectbe, CpsiTAHHOE CPeI CTapbIX CAlOB M BBHICOKMX CTEH. 3[eCh He ObLIO
napagHbIX 3aJI0B, He ObUIO TONI CiIyT. JIOCTYII Clofia UMENH JIMIIh HECKOJIBKO JI0BEPEHHBIX JIIOEH U
crpaxa. 1o ObUIO €AMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, Iie AJIeKCaHAp MOT AbIIaTh cBOOOIHO. Ero smaHoe npo-
CTPaHCTBO.

Mecro, Kyga HUKTO He UMeJl IpaBa BTopratbes. [109ToMy NosiBjIeHHME HE3BAHOTO TOCTS B €T0
KaOuHeTe ObUIO... pa3apakamum. KabnHeT OblT MOrpykEH B COKOMHYI0 THIMHY. Ha MaccuBHOM
CTOJIE JIe)KAIU PA3JI0KEHHBIE JOKYMEHTbI, KAPThl BOCTOUHBIX TEPPUTOPHIA, OTUETHI O HAJIOTaX U BOEH-
HBIX TapHU30HAX. AJIEKCaHIIp CHMEN Yy OKHa, CKJIOHMBIIMCH Haja Oymaramu. OH Jake He TOIHSLT
TOJIOBBI, KOTI/Ja JBEPb PAClaxHyIach.

— Xaxaxaxa! — rpoMKui, CaMOIOBOJIbHBIA CMEX pa3pylIvl TUIIMHY KOMHaThl. — CKOJIBKO
OBl 51 HM KJaJ1 BaC B 3aMKe, Bbl TAK U HE TIOSIBIJTUCH, TOTOMY MHE MPUIILJIOCh TIPHUIATH MPSIMO CIOAIA.

Mapku3z @penepuk marHys B KaOMHET ¢ IIMPOKOW, HAPOUHUTO JTIOOE3HOM YIIBIOKOH.
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— Hapetoch, 310 OBLIO HE CIUIIIKOM Tpy0o.

OH ocTaHOBUJICA Y CTOJIA, OXKUAast MPUBETCTBUS. HO BMECTO 3TOro BCTpETHII XOIMOJHbIN B3IJISII.

AJexkcanp Me/IJIEHHO MOAHSI IJ1a3a.

B xomHaTe CJIOBHO CTajIo XONOJHEe.

Ero cemible 11a3a ObUTH CIIOKOWHBI, HO B HUX He ObUIO HA MAJICHIIIEro HaMEKa Ha Ipyxeooue.
MapKu3 HeBOJIbHO B3/IPOTHYJI. DTO ObLI B3IJIsI] YeJIOBEKa, MPUBBIKIIIEr0 KOMAaHI0BATh ApMUSIMH.

Barisn, nepen KOTOpbIM J1ake TeHepasibl YyBCTBOBAIM cedsi HEYBEPEHHO. AJIEKCaHAp MoTJya
OTJIOKHMJI JOKYMEHT. 3aTeM KOPOTKO KMBHYJ MOAOOPOIKOM B CTOPOHY Kpecia. KecT ObLT cyxuMm u
noutu HeOpexHbIM. Cagurech. Mapkus 3ameTnt 310. Ero yneiOKka eBa 3aMeTHO IporHyna. Emy He
MOHPABUJIOCH 3TO OTHOILIEHHUE.

Co3znaBasiocs orymieHue, Oyaro Ajiekcaap ooparaercsi He ¢ pOoJICTBEHHUKOM, a C TIOJYUHEH-
HBIM.

— ¢I 3aHAT, — CMOKOWHO cKazas Asekcanap. — [losTomy OyapTe KpaTKH.

OH OTKMHYJICA HA CIIMHKY KPecJIa U MOJI0KUII HOTY Ha HOTY. B3t ero cran BOnpoCcHTEIbHBIM.
Mapku3 ObICTPO BHOBb HaJIEJ CBOIO TOOPOAYIITHYIO MACKY.

— KoHeuyHo, KOHEYHO.

OH jocTan u3 KapMaHa KOHBEPT.

— {1 noHMMaro, 4To Y BaC MHOTO JIeJI... HO BbI HE IOJKHBI TaK 00PaIaThCs ¢ YeJIOBEKOM, KOTO-
pblii puwien ¢ nociaanuem ot Ero Bennuecrsa.

OH TOJIOKUII MMCBMO Ha CTON C MOAYEPKHYTON 3HAUYMMOCTBIO. M yIbIOHYJICS, CIIOBHO TOJIBKO
YTO BBIMTPAJT HEOOJBIIYIO MAPTHIO.

AJekcanzip cMOTpeJ Ha KOHBEPT HECKOJIbKO ceKyH/1. [ToTom yrosok ero ryd eapa 3aMeTHO Jiep-
HYJICS.

— Ero BennyecTtBo BecbMa HeOpeskeH M0 OTHOIIEHHUIO K BaM, — CIIOKOWHO cKa3aul oH. Mapku3
HaXMypHJICS.

— Yt0 BB UMeeTe B BULY?

— OTnpaBUTh TOXUIOTO YeJIOBEKa Yepes3 MOJICTPaHbl, YTOObI JOCTABUTH OTHO THCHMO.

AJexkcanp Me/IJIEHHO MOAHSI IJ1a3a.

— BrpoyeM... — ero B3I/ CKOJIB3HYII 10 (purype mapkusa. — Temnepp, Koraa s CMOTpIO Ha
BacC, IOHMMAIO, YTO 3Ta paboTa BaM JEHCTBUTEIHHO TTOJXOIUT.

Ha mraoBenue B kaGMHEeTe BOLIAPWIIACH THINHHA. JIMIIO Mapku3a pe3ko mokpacHeno. OH ObLT
yHmkeH. Ho oTKpbITO mokaszarh THeB OH He Mor. OH cxain 3yOsl. [Totrom 3actaBui cedst cHOBa pac-
CMESIThCS.

— Xaxaxa... 4To % MHe Jie/aTh?

OH pa3Bén pykamu.

— EnunctBenHbiii mwieMssHHUK Ero BenuuecTBa He CIMIIKOM-TO JIEMOHCTPUPYET BEPHOCTh
MMIEpaTOPCKON CEMBE.

Ero rnaza 6necnynu.

— Tlostomy mmmneparop crapaercs... UCIPaBUTh CUTyalMio. [laxe eciu emy NpUXOOUTCs
UCTIONb30BATh TAKOTO CTApHMKA, KaK fl.

— BepHocTb... — THX0 noBropus Anekcanp. OH NPUKpPbUI [1a3a HA MrHOBeHue. CMelIHo.

UeM cuiibHEE CTAaHOBUJIACH €T'0 BJIACTD, TEM Yallle UMIIEPATOP MbITAJICS HATIOMHUTb EMY O «BEP-
HocTy». Yepes nucema. Yepes nociaHHUKOB. Yepes Takue MeJIKue YHUKCHHUS.

AJnexkcanIp MeIJIEHHO HaKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY M CHOBA MIOCMOTPEJT HA MapKU3a.

Pycoie Bosochl.

Tomy6bie raza.

Ha cexynny oH nogyman o Buktopuu. Ona Obuta yAMBUTENIBHO MOX0Xka Ha Hero. Te ke 1Bera.
Ho coscem npyroe Boipaxkenue auua. CoBceM Ipyrue riasa.
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— PasBe moeii BepHOCTH ObLIIO HEAOCTATOYHO? — CIIOKOWHO cKazan Asnekcanap. OH crierka
YCMEXHYJICH.

— OJHOI TONBKO KEHUTHOBI HA I0Uepy MapKu3a ObUIO OoJiee YeM JIOCTATOYHO.

CroBa rpo3Byyaid XojoaH0. Mapku3 He cpa3y MoHsUT uX cMbIci. Ho Asiekcanap mpomoyKut:

— Pa3Be He Tak?

Korpaa-to umneparop Ha3Bas 310 3HaKoM joBepusi. Harpanoi. Ho Anekcanap 3Han npasuy.
VIMeHHO 13-3a 3TOI «BEPHOCTH» OH CTaJl KOMAaHIMPOM apMHUU B CEMHALIAT JIET.

Cemuaguare. Emé manpumikoii. Ero otnpaBuim Ha BOWHY, KOTOpasi JUIMIach JOJTHE TOJBL.
OH cpaxaics 3a umrnepuio. Cpaxaycs 6e3 OTpIxa.

[Motepsin Gonbinie Jonel, YeM XoTel MOMHHUTh. M Korga BoWHa 3aKOHYMIIACKH... MMriepatop
Harpaaui ero. KOxHbIMU 3eMIIsIMU 1 OpakoM.

AJnekcanp MeJIeHHO MOCMOTpesl Ha MapKku3a. Ha 4yesnoBeka, KOTOpbIH CTOST Mepe] HUM C
HATSHYTOU YJIBIOKOM.

Ero Harpanoi crana HexesnaHHas ;KeHUTHOA, Ha Jouepu Mapku3a ®peznepuka.

Bepnoro rica ummneparopa.

I'maBa 3

— Y70 eme MHe HyKHO c/iesiaTh, YToObl yIoBiIeTBOpuTh Ero BenmuecTBo... — TUXO MpOu3HEC
AJekcanip, CKJIOHMB TOJIOBY HAOOK. — 3HaeTe JIM Bbl TAKOH CII0co0, MapKu3?

Bomnpoc npo3By4an MoyTH JIEHMBO, HO B €ro Trojoce OTYETIMBO CIIBIIIANACH XOJIOAHAs
HacMelika. Mapkus ®penepuk ynoBui €€, HO crienan Buj, 4To He 3ameTwi. OH Jake ciierka pac-
MPaBWI IJIEYM U OTBETHJI MSTKUM, TIOUYTH YYTUBBIM TOHOM, OYJTO TOBOPHJI O YEM-TO COBEPIIEHHO
€CTECTBEHHOM.

— Jla, 3Haro.

OH HakJIOHWJICA BIEPEN, CJIOKUB PYKU Ha TPOCTH.

— Ecnm Most oYb Kak MOXKHO CKopee 3a0epeMeHeeT OT Bac U POAMT HaclleMHuKa... Ero Benu-
YECTBO, BOZMOKHO, HAKOHEL] CMOXET ITPU3HATh MTPEJAHHOCTb BEJIMKOI'O reprora.

Ha n06y Anekcanmpa meyieHHO TpoJieriia rmyOokas ckiiajnka. HecKoimbko CeKyHI OH MOTJall.
CrnoBa MapKu3a 3By4asiy CIIOKOMHO, TIOUYTH Pa3yMHO... HO UX UCTHHHBINA CMBICTT ObLT ITPeIeIIbHO SICEH.
Ecnu nosiBuTCs HacneqHUK — AJIeKCaHAp A0JKeH Oyaet nepenarh TUTyL. Otoitu ot Biactu. OToiTu
oT apmuu. 1 Kak TOJIBKO OH NepecTaHeT ObITh IJIABOM pojia, UMIiepaTop Oe3 Tpy/a pacIyCTUT ero JInd-
HBIE BOWCKA, OCJIA0UT BIIMSIHHAE BEJIMKOTO TepIiora 1 MOCTeNeHHO BO3BMET TOJT KOHTPOJIb ero peOEHKaA.

Bynymwmii HacleHUMK CTaHeT BCEro JIMIIb YIOOHOW MapUOHETKOW. Mapku3 3aMeTil, Kak
MoTeMHeNu I71a3a Asiekcanapa. OH MOHSI, YTO 3aJes1 HyKHYI0 cTpyHy. [losToMy npoposmxui roo-
PUTb — MEJIEHHO, YBEPEHHO, CIIOBHO ONBITHBIN TOPIrOBELl, PACXBAJIMBAIOILIMI TOBAP.

— Tlocne poxpaeHusi HaclleIHUKA BEIMKHUIl TepLor CMOKET CIHOKOWHO OTJOXHYTh BIAJIU OT
IeN... BMeCTe ¢ MOel JI04epbio, — MPOU3HEC OH ¢ MOKa3HOM 3a0oToi. — PasBe 310 He Oyaer npu-
satHO? Bonbine He gymats o nonutuke. He tep3arbes us-3a Ero Bennuectsa.

OH crerka pa3Bén pykamu.

— INogymaiite camu. Pa3ge s npeasiaraio BaMm niepeath TUTYJ He3HakoMIly ? Pa3Be HecripaBei-
JIMBO, €CJIA BJIaCTh MIEPEHIET BallieMy COOCTBEHHOMY PeOEHKY ?

B xaGuneTe Bollapriiach TUIIMHA. AJIEKCAHIP MEIJICHHO TOJHSUI TJ1a3a.

Ero B3misig cran TsaxkensM. MpadHbiM.

OH cMoTpen npsamo Ha Mapku3a. M uem fonbliie JIM10ch 3T0 MOJTYaHue, TeM cuiibHee Ppejie-
PUK OIIYIIAJI CTPAHHOE HarpsikeHue. JIMIo JenoBeka HampoTHB HEro ObUIO CIIOKOMHBIM, HO B IJ1a3ax
YUTAIOCHh YTO-TO XOJIOAHOE U OE3KaJI0CTHOE.
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Mapku3 BApYT NMoKazajics AleKcaHapy OTBpaTuTenbHbM. XKagHocts. AMOuimm. CaMogoBoIIb-
cTBO. BC€ 3TO OBUIO HANMCAHO HA €ro JIMIE TaK SICHO, CJIOBHO TPs3b Ha carore. AJIEKCaHAp HAXMY-
puiics. 3aTeM MEAJIEHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Ecium takoB 3ameicen Ero BeamyecTtsa... — €ro rosioc 3sBy4as TUXO, ITOYTH YCTaJIO, — 51 HE
MOT'y He MOJAYMHUTHCS, HE TaK JIn?

Mapkus eqjBa He yJIbIOHYIICS.

«Hakonen-1o».

OH y’ke oYyBCTBOBAJI CJIAJKOE OIIlyIieHue nooeabl. Ho npeskie uem OH ycries1 OTBETUTb, AJIeK-
CaHJp CHOBa 3aroBopuil. U ero ronoc craj XxonoaHbIM, KakK 1.

— VBepeH, Ero BenmmyecTBo He cTaHeT BO3pakaTh MPOTUB JTIOOOTO peOEHKA... — OH clesal
KOPOTKYIO Tay3y, — JIUIIb ObI TOT ObLT MOEH KPOBH.

Mapxku3 mopray;i. Ha MraoBeHue oH npocto He 1oHsul. [1otom ero Jmno pe3ko M3MeHUJIOCh.

— Yro0... 4TO BBl XOTUTE ITUM CKa3aTh?

OH pe3ko noxHsiics. Pyka ero agporaysa, korjga oH ykasaia Ha AJieKkcaHapa.

— Heyxenu... BbI coOMpaeTech 3aBeCTH HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOTO peOéHKa?!

Anexcanzp HaOMOAA 32 HUM CIIOKOMHO. [lake ¢ JErkiuM UHTEpEcOM.

Kaxk Oyaro nepen HUM pasbirpsiBasiach 3a06aBHast ciieHa. OH MeIEHHO OTKUHYJICS Ha CITUHKY
KpecJia v yJIbIOHYJICS.

— Kak Obl 51 HU cTapajics... — MPOU3HEC OH JICHWBO, — HE JIyMalo, YTO CMOTY 3a4aTh peOEHKa
C IOYEpbI0 MApPKHU3a.

OH cJierka HakJIOHWI TOJIOBY.

— Kaxnpiii pa3, korjga s CMOTpIO Ha He€... epeo MHOM BO3HUKaeT 00pa3 e€ oTIia.

Ero riaza xonomHo OnecHyu.

— [ToaTomy MOE Tesno OTKa3bIBAETCS COTPYIHUYATD.

OH pa3Bén pykamu.

— Yro 51 Mory ¢ 3TUM nogesnarb?

— Bsr...!

Mapkus 3a10xHyJIcs OT sipocTd. Ero numno crano 6arposiM. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ, KaK KPOBb yja-
psieT B BUCKH.

I'HeB ObLT HACTONBKO CHITBHBIM, UTO HA CEKYHJY My TOKa3aJIoCh, Oy/ITO 3eMJIsl YXOIUT U3-TIO]
Hor. OH cxBaTuiICcs 3a 11Ie10, CIOBHO MBITAsCh YIepKaTb paBHOBecHE. AJIEKCaHp HEKOTOPOE BpeMs
HaOJTI0/1aJ1 32 TOM CIEHOM.

CrokoitHo.

Jlaxe ¢ JIETKUM yIOBJIETBOPEHUEM.

3areM OH MOJHSJICS CO CBOETO Kpecia.

— Kaxercs, Bbl cka3anu BCE, YTO XOTeIH, — MPOU3HEC OH cyx0. OH HarpaBUJICS K JIBEPH.

— Tlostomy s noiiny.

W, He ornsHyBIIUCH, BBIIET U3 KaOuHeTa. [IBeph THXO 3aKkpbuiach. Mapku3 ocCTayicsi OfuH.
Heckospko cekyH/1 OH IPOCTO CTOsUI, TsiKeNo Ablia. [ToToM pe3ko ynapui J1aJOHbIO 10 CTOINY.

— DTOT Harsel... !

Ero ronoc apoxain ot sipoctu. OH 3HaJI, 4To ¢ AJIeKCaHAPOM TPYIHO UMETH Jeiio. Ho naxke oH
HE OKUJIaJT TAKOW OTKPBITOM HacMeliKu. U BCE ke reprior ObUT IIpaB.

Nmnepatopy neicTBUTENBHO ObLIO BCE paBHO. [ 1aBHOE — YTOOBI AJIeKCaHIp KaK MOKHO CKO-
pee OTKa3aJcs OT BIACTH. A KTO CTaHeT HACJeJHUKOM — 3aKOHHBIA PeOEHOK UM HET — HE MMEJIO
6ospioro 3HaueHus. Ho 1 Mapkusa 3o ObUTO OBl KaTacTpodoi.

Ecnmm y Anekcanpa nosiBUTCsS HE3aKOHHOPOJKIEHHBIN peOEHOK... Bee ero mitansl pyxHyT. Bech
9TOT Opak OKaxeTcs Oecrosyie3HbIM. Mapku3 MeIeHHO CTUCHYJT 3yObl. [ 'HeB kumien B ero rpyau. Her...
Takoro oH He nonyctut. Ecim Aniekcanap He KeJaeT COTpYAHNYATh... 3HAYUT, IPUIETCS HANTHU JIpY-
oM Ccroco0.
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Crnoco6 3acTaBUTh BEJIMKOTO TepIiora MOAYMHUTHCS.

keksk

— Benukas reprioruss.

Kamepaunep cKJI0HUTICA B TIyOOKOM MOKJIOHE M PACriaxHyJl BRICOKHUE 1yOoBbIe 1Bepy. TEIUbIil
CBET JIIOCTP MPOJIWJICS B KOPUJIOP, M BUKTOpHSI HA MrHOBEHHE 33/IepXkaiach Ha TIOpore.

E€ cepmie 6mock HeMHOTO ObIcTpee 00braHOr0. OHa cama He MOTJia OOBSICHUTD, TIOYEMY HCITbI-
THIBA€T TPEBOr'y. BO3MOXkHO, TOTOMY 4UTO 3a MOC/IETHUE MECSIIb Y)KUHBI C AJIEKCAaHIPOM MOYTH BCe-
I71a IPOXOAMJIA OIMHAKOBO — B THIIMHE, KOTOpas Ka3ajlach TSHKENOM, KaK KAMEHb.

CoOpaBIvch ¢ AyXOM, OHa BOIILIA.

CronoBasi BcTpeTuia €€ yIMBUTEIbHBIM CIOKOMCTBHEM. OrpoMHOE MOMeIleHre ObUIO0 OCBe-
IIIEHO MSITKAM 30JIOTUCTBIM CBETOM. [IIMHHBINA CTON U3 TEMHOTO JiepeBa ObLT HAKPHIT OE3yMpPevyHo:
cepeOpsiHble TPUOOPHI, XpyCTaTIbHbIE OOKaIIbI, OEJIOCHEKHAS CKaTepTh 03 eAMHON CKJIaIKH.

Ho nipu BcéM 3TOM BEJIMKOJIENIMM KOMHATa Ka3aiach MyCTOW. XOJIOAHOM.

Kak Oynro xu3Hb He 3aepKUBaIach 3[eCh HAIONTO. AJIeKCaHap cuaen Bo riase crona. OH
Jaxe He TOIHSUT TOJIoBbI, Korna Buktopus Bonuia. Ero B3mis ObUT IPUKOBaH K IOKYMEHTY B pyKe.
TOHKME MaJTblIbl MEJICHHO MEPEeBOPAYMBAIIN CTPAHUILY, CJIOBHO OKPYKAIOIIMI MUP HE UMEJI IS HEro
HHUKAaKOro 3Ha4€HUsI.

— JoOpeiii Beuep, Baiie BricouecTBo, — Herpomko ckazana Bukrtopus. E€ ronoc nmpo3Byuan
THXO, TIOYTH OCTOPOKHO. Ho AJlekcaHp He OTBETHIL.

OH naxe He nomeBenwics. Ha cexkynny Buktopust noayBcTBOBasa, Kak BHYTPH 4TO-TO O0JIe3-
HEHHO CKaJiock. «HaBepHoOe... OH MPOCTO HE YCIbIIIAT».

OHa rocnenHo ycrokoua ceOst 3Toi MbICibio. OMyCcTUB B3IIsI, OHA TIOJOILIA K CTOTY M aKKY-
partHo 3aHsi1a cBo€ mMecto. Ciyru Havanu moAasath Omoza. CHavyana apoMaTHbBIA TOPSIYUE CyI, OT
KOTOPOTO MOJHUMAJICS JIETKMH Map. 3aTeM CBEKUil caaT ¢ TOHKMMHU JIOMTUKAMU OBOILIEH U 3€JIEHHU.
HaxkoHelr — covHble CTelKu 13 OapaHUHBI, UIeATbHO TIPOKAPCHHBIE.

TumuHy B 3aJie HapyIIa JIMIIb MATKUA 3BOH IPHOOPOB.

— Benmkas reproriHsi, — TUXO MPOU3HEC ClIyra, — He XkeJlaeTte Ju OOKal BUHA?

BuxkTopus cierka ynslOHyIach.

— Her, 6naronapio.

Ona nokayvaJsa rojIoBOi M OCTOPOKHO B3siJIa BUJIKY. BCE OBLTO Tak CIIOKOWHO. .. ¥ BCE e B 3TON
THIIMHE 9yBCTBOBAJIACH CTPaHHAsI HEJIOBKOCTh. ByTO 1Ba UeoBeKa 3a CTOJIOM HaXOAMJIMCh B Pa3HBIX
mupax. [TepBeiM MomuaHue Hapynmia Asnekcanap. OH 3aroBOpUiI HEOKHUIAHHO.

— 41 ckopo noeny B cronuuy K Ero Bennuectsy.

BuxkTopus kak pa3 codupanack nonpodosarts canar. E€ pyka 3amepna B Bozayxe. OHa mogHsiia
r1a3a. AJIeKCaHap MO-TIPekKHEMY CMOTpeIT B IOKyMeHT. ByTo roBopuIt He ¢ Heil, a MPOCTO BCITYX.

— TbI TOXE MOXKEILb [I0eXaTh CO MHOIL.

BuxTopust moprayna. Ha cekyHay oHa gaxe He MoBepuJIa, YTo YCIbIIIaia.

— O... — Tuxo npousHeca OHa. — 3HAYMUT... MHE MOKHO T0eXaTh C BamMu?

— Jla.

OtBer Ob1 KOpoTKMM. Ho myisi Buktopuy oH mpo3Bydas MOYTH Kak mogapok. E€ cepmrie
HEOKUJIAHHO PaJJOCTHO 3a0my10ck. OH caM MpeJIoKIUIL... 3a BCE BpeMs UxX Opaka AJIeKCaH[Ip BIIEpBbIe
MIPEJIOKIIT CAENATh YTO-TO BMECTE.

— [a... koHeuHo. A noeny.

Oma cTapasach TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHO, HO B TOJIOCE BCE PaBHO 3BYYAJIO €JBa 3AMETHOE BOJIHEHHE.
Anexcanzip OoJbllie HIUero He ckasaji. Byaro ero menb Oblia JOCTUTHYTa — COOOIIUTH 3TO, U BCE.
Ho BukTtopus yxe noutu He 3amedasa 31oro. E€ MbIcM KpyKWJIMCh BOKPYT OIHOM TOJIbKO ujaen. OHa
noeziet ¢ HuM. B cronmuiry. OHa Oyzet psiioM ¢ HUM. BriepBbie 3a Josiroe BpeMst OHa IOYyBCTBOBAJIA
ceOsl... ero xeHou. B yronkax e€ ryd qporHyina yi€rkas yneiOka. OHa He 3aMeTH/Ia, YTO HACTPOSHHE
Anekcanzipa ObII0 MpauHee 0ObIYHOTO. M 4TO ero riasa ocTaBainuch XOIOAHBIMHU.
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Kapera ornpaBuiack B yTb paHHHM yTpoM. Hebo TONbKO HauMHAJIO CBETJIETh, KOT/Ia KoJéca
3aCKpHUIIeNH 0 KaMEeHHOM iopore. Bukropusi mouty He cniajia. Beio HOub OHa BOpovasach B IOCTENH,
CJIMILIKOM B3BOJIHOBaHHAas Npezcrosuien noesakor. OHa Hajesnach HEMHOIO MOCHATh B KapeTe.

Ho kak Tosipko oHa ceyla HanpoTUB AJieKCaHJpa, COHJIMBOCTb Mcuesna.OH cuiesn HalpoTUB.
[Tpsimoit. Cobpannsiid. Kak Bcerga. B pykax y Hero cHoBa ObLITM JOKYMEHTHI.

Bcro nopory on monmya mpocMarpuBait Oymarv. CoJTHEUHBIN CBET, POHUKABIIHMIA Yepe3 OKHO
KapeThl, MATKO JIOKUJICS Ha €ro JIUIIO.

BuKTOpHS HEBOJIBHO CMOTpEJIA HA HETO.

Ero rnaza 6sum ceppivu. OueHb cBeT/IbIMH. VHOT/IA, KOrga Ha HUX Tajai COJTHEYHBIN JIyd,
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TOT LIBET pacTBOpsieTcs B cBeTe. M3-3a 3Toro B3 AsieKCaHapa BbINISIEI MSTYE...
yeM ObUT Ha camoM Jieie. Ho ero u€pHeie BOJIOCH, TEMHBIE Kak 30€HOBOE JIepeBO, HA0OOPOT, MpHIa-
BaJIM €ro OOJIMKY XOJOAHOCTb.

CeronHsi OHM OBUIM aKKYpaTHO 3au€caHbl Ha3al. YucThiid 100, crporue uHud una. CKysbi-
TypHas KpacoTa.

BuxkTopun ka3zanock, 4To OHa Moria Obl CMOTPETh Ha HEero OeckoHeyHo. Ml HUKOra He ycTaTh.

— Tlouemy Obl TeOe He mepecTaTh pasIsAbIBATh MEHS... — BAPYT THXO CKazaa AJIeKCaH[p.
Ero ronoc 6pu1 HU3KMM. OH Jake He TIOIHSIT TOJIOBBI OT JIOKYMEHTA.

— ..M He TojpeMarhb, pa3 Tede OOoJbIIe HeueM 3aHAThCS ?

BukTopus B31poruyna.

Omna He 3ameTuIIa, 4TO TaK OTKPOBEHHO CMOTPUT Ha Hero. I1IEk MrHOBEHHO BCIIBIXHYJIH.

— IIpocrure... — nocrienHo ckasana oHa. — 51 He Tymana...

Anekcanp HaKoHel MOoAHsLT B3r1sA. OH 3aep:xa ero Ha eé yimie. Ha mokpacHeBImX 1mekax.
Ha cmyménnom BeipaskeHun. Ero OpoBu ciierka HaxmypriTicCh.

Kaxapiil pas, Korja OHA OKa3bIBAIUCH JIUIIOM K JIMIy, BUKTOpHSI cMOTpesia Ha Hero MMEHHO
tak. CmyiénHo. OctopoxHo. [Toutn HEBUHHO.

OH He MOHMMaJT — OHa JENUCTBUTENIBHO TaK 3aCTEHYMBA WM MPOCTO nputBopsiercs. Ho ogno
OBLJIO SICHO.

OHa BBI3bIBAJIA Y HETO COBCEM JAPYroe YyBCTBO, YeM e€ otell. Mapku3 pazapaxai ero. A Buk-
topus... OHa ObUIa MPOCTO... HEYJOOHOM.

Ecnu 661 He mchbMo uMIiepaTopa, OH BOoOIIIe He cTajl Obl OpaTh €€ B 3Ty Moe3Ky. B nocianuy,
KOTOpOE Tepeial MapKu3, ObUIO HAITMCAHO:

«B 6mmxkaiiee BpeMs 51 codepy WIEHOB MMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CeMbH Ha 3BaHbIA 00en. Bam Takske
caenyeT npucyTcrBoBath. [loxainyiicra, o0s3aTebHO MpuxoauTe ¢ Buktopueii.»

B o6bryHOM cuTyarmy AjiekcaHap MpOUrHOpupoBas Obl 310. Ho OH moHuMan — eciu mpogosi-
KUT TaK MOCTYMAaTh, IMIIEPATOpP CHOBA HAUHET OKa3bIBaTh JaBjieHne. CHavanta MSATKO.

[ToTom — uepe3 kanoObl, yIPEKU 1 NOIUTUIECKUE MHTPUTH. DTO ObLIO yToMUTENbHO. U pas-
apaxano. OcoOeHHO 3Ta JKeHIIUHA. Ta, 9To A0 CHX MOp MBITAIach ¢ HUM (DIMPTOBATS.

AJlekcaH/ip CHOBa OITYCTWIT B3IJISI/L B IOKYMEHTHI. M1 IOJTHOCTBIO 3aKPhLT MU JIMLIO.

Korna xapera Bpexasia Ha TEppUTOPUIO UMIIEPATOPCKOrO JIBOPLA, YKE CTEMHEJIO.

Bricokue OarHu JBOpIIa BO3BHIIIATHUCH B TEMHOTE, OCBEIIEHHBIE COTHSMM OTHEH.

Ciyru nocnemnmsim K Kapere.

Korma Buktopus BblIa, €€ HOrM Ha MrHOBeHHe ocnabenu. Jlonras opora HaKOHeI Jiajia o
ce0e 3HaTh. YCTAJIOCTh HAKpbLIa €€ BHE3AMHON BOTHOM. Bl XOTEI0Ch TONBKO OJHOTO — A00paThes
1o noctenu. Ho mpex e Bcero HeoOXoauMo ObLIO YBHIETh UMIiepaTopa. M monpuBeTCcTBOBATH €ro.

Wx npoenu B 3aJ1. iMniepatop BCTPETHIT MX C IIMPOKOH YIIBIOKOM.

— 4 3meck, yToOBI yBHUIETH Bac, Bame BenmuuectBo. Kak noxkuBaere? — npousHEC AJieKcaHap
POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— Bcé B momHOM nopsijike, — OTBeTHII uMIiepaTop. — [Ipoxoaute. YBepeH, myTh ObUT JOJITHM.

INocne HeckombKUX (pOpMATBHBIX (Ppa3 UMIIEpaTop MepeBEN B3] Ha Buktopuio.
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— ¢1 He Bumen TeOsI CO THS CBAIbOBI.

Ero rna3a BHUMAaTe/IbHO CKOJIB3HYJIU MO €€ JIMLLY.

— Pap, 4T0 THI B ITOJTHOM 3 paBUH.

Bukropus ckI0OHWIIA TOJIOBY.

— Bnaropaps 3a6ote Bariero Benvuectsa, s B opsijike.

— Pap cipliars.

Nmneparop ycmexHyics.

— Benukuii reprior Takoi mpsiMOJIMHEWHBIN YeJIOBEK, UTO 51 MHOT/IA OIacalcs, YyTo ero xeHa
OyzeT obeieHa BHUMaHKEM.

BuxTopusi msarko ynsiOHynack. Ho BHYTpH y He€ MOSBUIIOCH CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO. MMmeparop
o1 toOpoxenarenieH. [laxe Ténen. Ho mouemy-To psaoM ¢ HUM eid ObUTO He 1o ceOe. DTO OIIyIleHre
HaloOMMHAJIO el ieTcTBO. Korjga oHa crosiia nepej CBOMM OTLIOM.

— A Tenepb He CTOM, CaIUCh.

BaHkeTHBIIA cTOM OBUT OFPOMHBIM. 32 HUM YK€ CHACTA UMIIepaTpuIla, HACJICSTHBIN MPUHIL C
CYIIPYTOii, HECKOJIbKO TTPUHIIEB U MIPUHIIECC.

BukTtopusi crapanach BHUMATEIbHO CIIYIIAaTh pa3roBopbl. [IpUBBIKHYTH K 3TOM aTMocdepe.

— Mo¢ cepaiie nepenosHeHo pajocThio, — CKa3ajl UMIEepaTop, — YTO CITYCTs CTOJIbKO Bpe-
MEHHU 51 CHOBA BUXKY BCEX BacC 3/I€Ch.

— WNmenno Ttak, Bame BenmmuectBo, — MSrko ckaszajia umrmeparpuna. — Bcé Omaronaps
HOBOMY WJIEHY UMIIEPATOPCKOW CEMBH.

Omna nocmotpena Ha BukTopuio ¢ 100poii ynsiokoid. E€ peikue BOIOCH! ObLTH aKKypaTHO TMOJ-
CTPUKEHBI, a B3I Ka3aJICsl YIMBUTEIILHO MSTKUM.

— Jla, umnepaTpuiia rnpasa, — MPOAOIKII umnepatop. — OueHb yIayHO, YTO Y BEJIUKOTO
replora Takasi JOCTO/Has KeHa.

OH crerka yabIOHYIICS.

— Mapku3s ®penepuk xopoio Bocnurai e€. OHa BHIpOC/ia B CEMbE BEPHOIO OTLIA... U JOIKHA
OBITH CTOJIb K€ BepHA UMIIEPATOPCKON CeMbe.

Bce B3misibl 3a croniom oOpartuimch Kk Buktopuu. Ha cekynny e€ cepatie cxanoch. Ho oHa
OBICTPO B3sU1a ceOsl B PyKH.

— ¢ cienato BCE BO3MOXKHOE, UTOOBI OMpaBiaTh oxuaaHus Bamero Benmuecrtsa.

— buaronapio.

BukTtopusi nouyBCcTBOBaJIa CTPAHHYIO HEJIOBKOCTb. MIMIiepaTtop roBOpuII CJMIIIKOM MHOTO XOPO-
mero. bosbie, yem ObU10 HykHO. OHa B3I0XHYJ/IA M YKPAAKOM OCMOTpesa Ha AJieKcaH Ipa.

OH cujien HarpoTHB. BeipaxeHwue ero Jimia ObuIo... cTpaHHbIM. Kak OyATO OH 0 4éM-TO Harpsi-
KEHHO AyMas. M BApyr oH 3aroBOpHIL.

CroKoiHO.

Ho ero cioBa npo3Byyasy HEOKHUAAHHO.

— He 3nau1, uyro Bamemy BesnmuecTBy Tak HpaBUTCSA MOS K€Ha.

I'naBa 4

I'maza Anekcangpa ocTaBaIvch XOJMOOHBIMU. CBET cBeuell OTpaxkalcs B UX Cepou ITyOuHe,
HO HE corpepajl ux. Ounu ObUIH HEIIOABUKXHBI, CITOKOMHBI — ITOYTH PaBHOOYIIIHBI. Tonpko YI'OJIKH
ero ry0 cierka U30THYJIUCh, M 9Ta €/1Ba 3aMeTHasl yiIblOKa Jiesiajia BeIpakeHHe ero Juia eme oonee
TPEBOXHBIM.

— Ilouemy e BBl OTAAJIM MHE KEHIIMHY, YTO BaM TaK MOHPaBUJIACh? — IPOU3HEC OH HETIpH-
HYX/IEHHO, CJIOBHO TOBOPHJI O YEM-TO COBEPILIEHHO 0e300uaHOM. — Besb oHa Moryia Obl JOCTaThCs
Bamemy Benmuectsy.

Ero rosoc 3Byyas CrokoiHo.
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CAMIIKOM CHOKOWHO.

W B TOT 3k MHT OaHKETHBII 3aJ1 CJIOBHO TOTPY3WJICA B JIEASHYIO BOLy. Pa3sroBopsl 060pBaIiCh.
3BOH mocybl 3aTuX. Bee B3MIsAIbp 00paTuinch K AJIEKCaHApY.

Hukto He moHMMa — OH AEUCTBUTEIBHO CKa3aJl 3TO... UJIM UM IIPOCTO MoKazajiock. Ho Asek-
CaH/Ip MPOJOJIKAT TOBOPUTD TaK, OYATO HUYEro HEOOBIYHOTO HE MPOU3OIILIO.

— Ecnu Baiie BenmyectBo kemnaer, — OH JICHUBO MEPEBEN B3IJISA]] Yepe3 CTOJ, — 51 OTKAXKYCh
OT 3TOrO Opaka.

Ero cepele maza ocraHoBuIMCh Ha Buktopun.

— UYro BH 00 3TOM qymaete?

Buxropus no6neanena. OHa cMoTpena Ha Hero Tak, Oyato He y3HaBaia. CiioBa CIIOBHO He
IIOXOOWJIA JIO €€ CO3HAHUS.

«O 4éMm... oH roBoput?» Meicau myTtamck. Cepuie rryxo 6usock B rpynu. OHa BAPYT TOYyB-
CTBOBaJIa, KaK TEIUIO CTPEMHTENILHO MOKHUIAeT e€ JagoHu. [1asbipl moxXonoaeny, cTajil ouTH 6e3-
KU3HEHHBIMHU.

BukTopus cxana ux Ha KOJEHsIX, YTOOBI CKPBITh JpoXkb. OHa He moHnMana. Hu ogHoro crosa.
Bynro Anekcanap roBopui Ha 4y)KOM SI3bIKE.

OHa TOo/IbKO cMOTpesia Ha Hero. Y B 9TOl ceKyHjie el Ka3aloch, YTO BeCh 3aJ1 CMOTPUT Ha Heé
TOXe. By/To OHa BHe3aIrHoO oKa3aiach Ha clieHe. be3 BO3MOXHOCTH yOexaTh.

— ...Benukuii reprior, BBl HEMHOT'O YBJIEKJIUCh.

I'onoc ummneparpurpl MArko paspesai TuMHY. OHa cuena CloKOMHO, Kak U npexne. JIuno
e€ ocTaBaIoCh 0e3MsITEKHBIM, CIOBHO HIUETO CTPAIIHOro He mpousoriuio. EE cioBa Oyaro namu Bcem
BO3MOHOCTb CHOBA Aplliath. MiMniepatop Moprayi. Iloxoxe, fjaxke OH Ha MTHOBEHHE PACTEPSIICS.

— Ja... — MenieHHO cKa3ai oH. — [logoOHast IyTKa He COBCEM YMECTHA B HaIlle CUTYaIHH.

OH BHUMATEJILHO MOCMOTpPEN Ha AJIEKCaHIpa.

— BuI Besib He X0TeN OCKOPOUTH MEHsI, He TaK JIn?

['y6b1 mmmepatopa cierka aporuyiu. OH He MOT MOHSATh, KaK pearupoBarh.

Cepnutbes?

Wy npuTBOPUTHCS, YTO TO BCEro JIMIIb HeyAayHas ryTka? Asiekcanp xe ynsionyscs. Ero
BBIpaKEHHUE JIMLIA CTAJIO TIOYTH UIPUBBIM. OH BBIIVISIIE] YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIi COBEPIIEHHO HE TIOHU-
MaerT, I0YeMy BCe BOKPYT BJIPYT HAIIPSIJIUCh.

— ¥V MeHs He MOXeT ObITh CTOJTb HEYeCTHUBBIX HaMEepEeHUH 1o oTHoIeHuio K Ero Besnmuectsy,
— TPOUBHEC OH JIeTKO. — BBl ommmbaeTecs.

Buxkrtopus cmotpena Ha Hero. E€ cepmiie Bcé emé 6unock ObIcTpo U Tskesn0. Ho pasym Bapyr
craui crpaHHo TuxuM. [Tycteiv. Kak Oyato BHyTpH He€ oOpa3oBasiach X0JoHas, 0e3MOJIBHAS ITyCTOTA.

— Bamme BennuecTBo... — NOCHENIHO 3aroBOPUJI HaclaeAHbld NMpuHL. — OgHy MUHYTY. S
X0TeJ1 Obl OOCYIUTh C BAMU OIMH MEKIyHAPOIHBIN BOITPOC...

OH nouTH HaMEepEeHHO CMEHWJI TEMY.

PasroBop OpicTpo OBEpHYI B CTOpOHY MoMUTHKHU. Ho atMocdepa 3a cTosom yxke n3MeHuIach.
Crana cTpaHHOU.

Hampsixkénnoii. iMrnieparpuiia HECKOJIBKO pa3 oOpalanach K Bukropuu, Msrko BoBjiekas e€ B
pasrosop. 1 Bukropus orsevana.

CrokoitHo.

Bexnuso.

Tak, Kak 1okHA OblTa OTBeYaTh BesimKas repuoruds. Ho korga yxuH 3akoHumics... OHa He
MOTJIa BCIOMHUTb HU OJTHOTO CBOETO CJIOBA.

Hu ognoro.

Korga BukTopus Bbilnia n3 6aHKETHOTO 3aj1a, BO3AYX MOKA3aJICs el HEOKUIAHHO XOIOIHBIM.
Kopunops! nBopiia Obii TUXMME. BbiCOKME OKHa mpomyckaiu cinadsiii cBeT Houd. OHa KOCHYJIACh
cBouXx JafgoHer. OHM ObLTH JIeSTHBIMHU.
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«[Touemy... Tak x010AHO?»

Iepen neit men Anexcanap. OH pa3roBapvBasl ¢ HACJETHBIM ITPUHLIEM.

Nx ronoca 3Byvanu ciokoiHo. Byaro HUYero He mpou3omuio. ByaTo HECKOIbKO MUHYT Ha3a[]
OH He MPeJIOKUI... OTKAa3aThCsl OT Opaka.

Bynro ona He cunena tam, CIOBHO UyXkasl Belllb, KOTOPYIO MOXHO NEpeaaTh U3 pyk B pyku. Ha
MrHOBeHue e€ mar couscs. Tydois 3anenunach 3a Kpai koBpa. BUKTOpHSI OCTaHOBUITIACH.

E€ ry0On MemieHHO cxanuch. [lasiblibl Kperko BUEMWIMCh B MOAON IiaThsa. OHa momHsuia
B3I . AJjiekcanp npogoskain uaru. OH axke He 3aMEeTUJI, YTO OHa ocTaHoBWiIach. He omisHyscs.
He 3amepun mar. OH mpocTo yXoaus BCE Jablile.

Ero Bbicokas (purypa nocreneHHo pacTBOpsuIach B IJIMHHOM Kopugope Jsopia. Y Bckope oH
ucyes 3a MoBOpOTOM. BukTopus ocranack ogHa.

OnHa MeJIeHHO TPHUCIOHMIACH K XOJIOHOW KaMeHHOW cteHe. KameHb ObLT JieasiHbIM. XOJox
MIPOHMKAJ CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb Tuiathsl. E€ rpynb cxanack. Ipimars crano pyaHo. Kak 6yaro Bos-
IOyX BIPYT CTaJl CJIMILKOM TSKENBIM. BUKTOpHSA OIycTHiIa ronosy.

Heckospko cekyH/1 OHa MPOCTO CTOsiIa HEMOABUKHO.

[Torom menIeHHO NOIHSIA B3JIAL.

B koHe1 kopunopa Tyna, riae ucue3 Asiekcanap. Ho tam yxe HUKOTo He ObUTO, TOJBKO JJTUHHBIN
ITyCTOW XOJLI.

N tummna.

keksk

Bce cnenyoniee yrpo Buktopus nposexana B OCTENH.

Ona He cmana — MpoCTO JieKayla HEMOIBUKHO, YCTABUBIUMCH B MOTONOK. CBET MeJIEHHO
MEHSUICS: CHavyasIa Cepblil PACCBETHBIM, MOTOM OJieHbIN THeBHOW. Ho /1151 He€ BpeMs CJIOBHO OCTa-
HOBWJIOCh. B KOMHare crosijia Tuxasi, O4TH Bsi3Kas TMIIMHA. MIHOrIa npuxoania citykaHka.

OHa 0CTOpPOKHO OTKpbIBAJIa JBEPh, TUXO MOAXOAWIA K KPOBATH U MATKO CIpallyBaa:

— Benukas repuoruHs... He JeyaerTe Jid Bbl HEMHOT'O I10€CTh?

BuxTopus nuib eBa 3aMeTHO Kadasia roJIoBOi. AMNIeETUTa He ObUIO.

E€ Teso kazanock TKETbIM, OyTO HATTOJTHEHHBIM XOJIOAHOU BOIOM. Jlaxke mpocTast MbIC/Ib TOJI-
HATHCS Ka3aJ1ach CJMIIKOM YTOMUTEIbHOU. Ho Gnvke K MOMyJHIO OHA BCE jKe 3acTaBUIa ceOsl CeCTh.
[Mocne obena y ummeparpuiibl ObLJIO HA3HAYEHO YaenuTre. Y mpormycTuTh ero oHa He MOIJIa.

— T'epuoruHs... Bbl BBINIIAUTE OYEHb ONIEHOW, — THXO CKa3aja FOpPHUYHAS, 3aCTETUBAs
MOCJIeJHUE ITyTOBUIIBI HA €€ TuIaThe. — Bl yBEpEeHbI, UYTO He XOTUTE, YTOOBI 51 BbI3BaJia Bpavya?

BuxTopusi mocmotpena Ha cBo€ oTpaxenue. JIumo 6pu10 moutH 6ecKkpoBHBIM. ['yObI OOIE -
gesm. o rmazamu 3aiterm nérkue tear. OHa IeMCTBUTENLHO BhINIANEa Kak OonbHaa. Ho Bukro-
pHs JIMIIb MAIIMHAJIBHO KUBHYJIA.

— Bcé€ B nopske.

I'onoc npo3syyan crokoitHo. Ciuikom crokoiiHo. CJIOBHO OH NMPHUHAAJIEXKaT KOMY-TO Jpy-
romy.

Pacrincanvie Buktopuu Ha 3TH TpH THS B CTOJIUIIE OBLIO IMTPOCTHIM M OTHOOOPA3HBIM: YaCTIUTHUSI
U YKUHBI, KOTOpBIE YcTpauBasa umneparpuua. Huvero cinoxHoro.

Huuero BaxHoro.

TosbKo yabI0aThes, CyIaTh ¥ TOBOPUTH HYKHbIE CJIOBA.

«3TO 5 CMOTY», TIOJlyMaJia OHa.

LlenTpanbHbid ABOpPEI] ObUT HAITOJIHEH cBETOM M rosocamu. Korma BukTopus Bomuia B calioH,
pasroBopbl Ha MrHoBeHHe cTuXJM. OHa yke MPUBbIKJIA K 3ToMy. Ternepb oHa Obljia )KEHOW BEJTUKOTO
repuora Bundyecrepa — camMoro MorymecTBeHHOTo yesjioBeka uMmmnepuu. M 3Toro 6pu10 JOCTaTOYHO,
4yTOOBI BCE B3MIsAIbI OOpammanvch Ha He€. Ho cerogHs mpou3omuio Koe-4ro HeokKUIaHHOe.

— Buxkropus!

I'onoc npo3Byyas caUIIKoOM 3HaKOMO.
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Crnummikom 6mm3ko. OHa efiBa ycrienna MoBEpHYTh T'OJIOBY, KaK e€ yke OOHSIIH.

— TMouemy THI He coOOITMIIA, YTO TIPUEICIITH B CTONUITY ? !

Mapkwusa cant Kimap yneioanach mmpoKo U paloCTHO, CJIOBHO AEHCTBUTENHHO OblIA CYACTIINBA
BUJIETD JI0Yb.

Jlutto Bukropru meuieHHO Hampsriaock. OHa coBceM 3a0bUia.

Koneuno. Mapku3a He MorJia MpoIyCTUTh YaeluTHe, I1e COOMPATTICh BCe 3HATHBIE JaMbl CTO-
uibl. BUKTOpUS THXO B3IOXHYIIA.

— Kak Bl noxusaere... Mama?

— AX, B 0COOHSIKE CTaJIo TaK OJVHOKO Oe3 TeOst, — B3JOXHY/Ia Mapku3a. — Jlaxe He mpe-
CTaBJISII0, KaK CUJIbHO CKyYaeT 1o Tede TBOM OTell.

— Ja...

— A 1861? ThI X0OpOI1I0 ceOs1 YyBCTBYEIIIb?

Mapku3za B3sij1a €€ pykd. TOHKHE Majiblbl HE:KHO NOMJIAJAWIIN €€ JIaI0HU.

Co cTOpOHBI 3TO BBIIIAIENO KaK TporaTesibHas CLieHa BeTpeur MaTepy 1 1ouepu. Ho Buktopus
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA XOJIOM. DTOT KECT ObUT CIMIIKOM 3HAKOMbIM. CIIMIIIKOM OTperneTupoBaHHbM. OHa
CMOTpeJIa Ha JIMIO MaTepu — KPacHBOe, Oe3yNpeyHo CIOKONHOe. M1 BHYTpH He€ MOJHSIIOCH JIETKOe,
MIOYTHU JIETCKOE YyBCTBO CTpaxa.

Ho nHa ry6ax nosiBuiach yisioka.

Ta camas.

BexnuBas.

besynpeunas.

— Ioxanyiicra, He 6ecriokoiTech. Co MHOW BCE XOPOIIIO.

Ona npou3sHecsa 3To Tak CIIOKOMHO, 4To cama yauBuiack. CeB 3a YailHblid CTONIUK, Buktopus
THXO yIpeKHyJ1a ceOsl.

«Kaxas xe s 6eciomorHas.»

Barisiapl qBOpSIHOK TaBUJIM Ha He€ co Bcex cropoH. Kaxnas u3 Hux HaOmopana. OueHrBana.

— Kak jnonro Benmkas repLioriHs IIaHUPYET OCTaBaThCs B CTONMLE?

— OkoJ10 Tp€X HEeH, BKI0Yasi CEerojHsl.

— JKanb... 1 Hagesanach, 4TO BEJMKUIL repuor ocraHercs 10 HarpionanbHoro nHs.

— OH Bcerna ObUT OYEHb 3aHSATHIM YEJIOBEKOM....

JKeHIMHBI TOBOPHIIH € HEH € TOIYEePKHYTOM oOe3HOCThIo. Kaxnas yabidanace. Kaxmas mita-
JIach 3aCIyKUTh €€ pacrionoxenue. Ho Bukropus noutu He ciyana.

OHa Bapyr nogymara:

«OT TOrO, 4TO 51 OY/y XOPOIIO BBHIIJISIAETD... HUYETO HE U3MEHHTCSI.»

Korna yaenurtue 3akoHuniiocs, Buktopus noutu cpasy nopHsiack. Eii XoTe10ch TOJIBKO OAHOTO
— BEpHYTbCs B KOMHATy. Ho MATKMii rosioc OCTaHOBUII €€.

— Bukropus, He Xouelllb JIM 3alIIHYTh B Halll JOM Mepe]] TeM, Kak OKUHEIIb CTONHUILY ?

Mapkusza cmoTpesia Ha He€ BHUMATEIbHO. BUKTOpHA 3aMellKaiach.

— ¢ caplmana oT UMIepaTpuIbl, YTO Thl CBOOOIHA BCE CIEAYIOIIME JAHU... KPOME BEUYEPHETO
IpUEMA IOCIIE3aBTPA.

Ha ry6ax mMapkusbl MOsSIBUIACH JIETKAsl, MHOTO3HAYMTEbHAS YIBIOKA.

— ...JJa, — Tuxo orBerwia Bukropus.

Ona noHnMasia, 4to BHIOOpa y He€ Her.

Mapxku3a nogHsIach U MArKO B3sila €€ MO PYKY.

— TbI npueaen» BMeCTe ¢ BEJIMKUM Iepliorom, aa?

— ¢1... moiiny ofHa. Y HEero MHOTO paboTHI.

— Bukropus.

T'onoc cran xonognee. ITayblpl MapKHU3bl PE3KO CKAIM €€ 3aMsICThE.

Bone Obl1a HECWIIBHOM, HO 3HAKOMOW.
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OyeHb 3HAKOMOM.

— O0s13aTebHO BO3bMHU € COOOH repriora.

Oma cnerka HaKJIOHMJIACh ONMKe.

— Tol Beib MOXKeEIb CEJIaTh XOTA OBl 3TO, HE TaK JIU?

Bukrtopust momuana. OHa 3Has1a 3ToT ToH. Mapku3sa He orcrynut. Hukorja.

Hakonen ona THx0 B310XHYA.

— 4... cnpoty y Hero.

— IIpekpacHo.

Mapkusa cHOBa YJIbIOHY/IaCh OYITO HUYETro He MPOU3O0IILIO.

— Torpa s BCE ycTporo.

Ona nackoBo noxJjonaia Bukropuio no pyke.

[To3nHO BeuepoM BukTtopus crosiia nepes ABEpblo KOMHAThl AJleKCaHpa.

Omna jo11ro He penajgach NOCTy4ars.

Cryra, 3aMeTUB €€, CKJIOHWICS B MIOKJIOHE.

— Ero BricodyectBo HeHanonro otyunics. [Touemy Obl Bam He 3aiTH U He TTOA0K/IATh?

— BbI He 3HaeTe, Koraa OH BepHETCS ?

— Boiock, HeT. Ho OH BbIIIIEN paHO yTPOM, TaK YTO, BEPOSITHO, CKOPO BEPHETCSI.

BuxkTopus kuBHyna. OHa crienMaibHO MPUIILUIA MO3HO BeuepoM. Hanesich, uTo OH yke Oyner
3aech. Ho BOMTH B 4yKyl0o KOMHATy 0e3 XO35MHA... DTO Ka3aloch HeBeXJMBbIM. OHa Kojebanach.
W Torpa ciyra TUXO OTKPBUI ABEPb. BUKTOPHS OCTOPOKHO IIarHyjia BHyTpb. KoMHaTa Obljla TUXOI.
Cnepxannout. [Toutu xonogHou — Kak u cam Asekcanap. [loka oHa crosiia y cTona, TOT ke Cyra
BEPHYJICS C TIOTHOCOM.

— DTO POMAIIIKOBBIMA Yaid, — CKa3aJl OH HEMHOro cMYIEHHO. — OH ycroKauBaeT pa3yM U
tesno... [Ipoctute, eciu 310 1ep30CTh, HO BBl BHIISANTE OUYEHb YCTABIIIEH.

OH nocraBwI Yaliky nepes Hell. 1o ObUIO TaKkoe MajleHbKoe BHUMaHKue. Ho OHO HeoXuIaHHO
COrpelio e€.

— Crnacu6o. 4 BITIBIO €ro.

Cryra mokpacHel u ObIcTpo MOoKJIoHWICA. Korma oH yimén, BUKToprst MejieHHO OTITUIIA Yai.

Tenplii apoMar pomMaliky HEMHOTO ycriokanBasl. OHa MojolIa K BUTpUHE Ha cTeHe. JKiana.
Bpems muno. Yamka onycrena. Ajiekcanip Tak ¥ He nosiBujics. OHa nojoIuia K OKHY.

CHapyxu yxe ObUta TyOOKast HOYb.

TeémHBIN 1BOp JBOpILA OCBeIaIu peakue poHapu. BukTtopus Thxo B31oxHyaa. OHa gTymana,
YTO MPUBBIKJIA K AaTh. HO ceromHs nouyemy-To 4yBcTBOBaIA ceOst OCOOCHHO YCTaBIIEH.

B 310 Bpems Anekcanap HaxonuiIcs B 3aJle ayIMeHLIMI HAaCJIeIHOTO MPUHIIA.

Coselianye NpoaoIkaIoch yxe J10JIro.

— MBu1 xoTeu Obl, YTOOBI BBl BO3ITIABMIIM OXPaHy CTOJIMIIB BO BpeMsl rpa3aHuka Harronas-
HOTO JHS.

Hacnenuplii mpuHII TOBOPHII CITIOKOMHO.

Ho cmpic mpochObl ObLT OUEBHICH.

AJnekcaHp MocMOTpeJI Ha HETO C MOYTHU OTCYTCTBYIOLIMM BbIPaKEHUEM JIULIA.

— $I He mOHMMal0, — CKa3aJl OH POBHO, — MOYEMY BBI IPOCHUTE 00 STOM MEHSI, a HE UMIIEPCKYIO
IBapauio.

OH npekpacHO NOHUMAJ.

CauIIKoM XOpoIio.

Vm HyXeH ObLT repoil BOWHBI.

Benukwii repuor Bunuecrep.

YenoBek, KOTOPOTro HApOA yBaxkasl OoJbllle, YeM caMy MMIIEpaTopcKyio ceMbio. Eciin nMeHHO
OH OyJeT 3aluiars UMIeparopa Ha napaje...2To yKpenuT aBTOpUTeT TpoHa. M rmokaxer Bcem, 4To
JaXxe camMblid MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIN Y€IOBEK UMIIEPUH CITYKUT UMIIEpaTopy.
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I'masa 5

Cogenanve B 3ajie ayJIMEHIMI TAHYJIOCh yXke CIUIIKOM aoiro. CBeun Ha CTeHax YCIenu
OIUTBITh, OCTaBJIsIs HA OPOH30BBIX MOJICBEYHMKAX [UIMHHbBIE JOPOKKH 3aCTBIBIIEr0 BOcKa. Bo3ayx B
KOMHATe CTaJl TSKEBIM — TaxJio OyMaroi, BOCKOM M YCTaJIOCThI0. AJIEKCaH]Ip CHJEI HETIOBUKHO,
OIUPAsICh JIOKTEM O MOJIOKOTHUK Kpecna. Ero Mo ocraBasock CHOKOWHBIM, HO B3IVISIL CTJT XOJIO/-
Hee.

Hacnenuplii npuHIl BCE e neitajics yOeauTh ero.

— Pa3Be BesIMKMII replor He SBJSETCS WICHOM MMIIEPATOPCKONM CEMbHU? — MPOU3HEC OH C
MOTYEPKHYTOM BEKJIMBOCTHIO. — MBI He MOkeM ocTaBUTh OGezonacHocTh Ero BenmmuecTsa Tobko Ha
OZIUH PhILAPCKUI OPJEH.

AJekcanip MeJJISHHO TIOJHSUT Ha HETo I71a3a. Barisan Obut mouTy xkanoctiuBbiM. OH CITMIIKOM
XOPOLIO NOHUMAJI, YTO npoucxoaut. Mimneparop. Hacneansiii npuHil.

WX meTonpl ObUTM OTMHAKOBBIMH.

CHauasa mpocb0a.

ITorom naBnenue.

3areM — HaMEKM Ha JIONT, Ha BEPHOCTb, HAa YECTb.

OH cMmoTpen Ha MOJIOOTO IIPUHIIA U BAPYT MOAyMaJl, YTO HaJOEJIMBOCTb, IOXOXE, AEHUCTBU-
TEJILHO NiepeJacTcs 1o HacneACTBY. HacneiHplil pUHL, 3aMETUB €ro MOJTYaHue, POAOJIKII HACTOM-
YUBO:

— UYro *k... TOrAa MpoIIy Bac XOTs1 Obl PaCCMOTPETh 3TY MPOCHOY M COTTIACUTHCS, BEIMKUIN
repLor.

Ho Anexcanpap yxe nogusiics. OH aaxe He ctain orBevars. CiioBa MpUHLA OCTAIUCh 1103311
HEro, paCTBOPUBLIKCH B TSKENION TUILIMHE 3aJ1a.

Korzaa oH BepHysicsi B CBOM MTOKOH, €r0 HACTpoeHHe ObUTO enié Xyske, uem npexae. Copemanue
3aHsJI0 TOpa3/io OOJbIle BpeMEHH, YeM OH pacCUMThIBA. AJIEKCAaHIp PaCCTErHYJI BOPOTHHUK (DOPMBI
Y CHSLJI €€ TIOYTH pa3ipaX€HHBIM JBMKeHHEM. TKaHb TUXO yrnajia Ha CIMHKY Kpecia. OH HanpaBuics
B raprepoOHyio. KomHara Obl1a TEMHOH 1 TUXOW. AJIEKCaHAP YK€ COOMPAIICS 3aKPHITh JBEPb, KOTAa
BIpyr octaHoBujcs. OH novyBcTBOBaJ 3T0. Ub€-TO MpucyTcTBUe. EnBa 3aMeTHOE, HO OTYETIIMBOE.
OHn menieHHO noBepHYJI rosoBy. M Toraa 3ametun gurypy Ha ausase. Kro-To sexan tam.

AnekcaHip puIypusics U nofomen omke. CBeT CBeUr MATKO KOCHYJICS CBETIBIX TPSICH.
Babepoiennsie pycoie Bosiochl. KenmuHa. OHa cniana.

— Xa.

Tuxuit KOPOTKHUI CMEIIOK COPBAJICSA C €ro Tyo0.

Koneuno.

It0 Obuta Buktopus.

AJekcaHIp OCTaHOBWJICS PSJIOM C TUBAaHOM U HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl IPOCTO CMOTPEJI Ha HEE.

«Yrt0, 4€PT BO3bMHU, OHA A€JTaET B MO KOMHATE?»

U emé B ero orcyrcrBue. Ero 6poBu Haxmypuirch. OHa Jiexkasia HeJIOBKO, 4y Th TOBEPHYBIIIUCH
Ha Ook. [lnarbe ciierka moMsuioch, HECKOJIBKO Tpsiiet Bosioc ynanu Ha jmio. Ho oHa cnana.

Mupno. Ceituac e€ JaUI0 Ka3aloCh HEOXHUIAHHO CIOKOMHBIM. AJIEKCAHJpP IMOYYyBCTBOBAJ
CTPaHHOE pa3/ipakeHue.

W BMmecTe ¢ TeM... Kakoe-TO CMYIIEHHE.

OH LIOKHYJT SI3BIKOM Y OTBEJ B3IVIAA.

Brictpo ornsigen komHaty. Huuero He Oputo TpoHyTO. Hu nokymentsl. Hu Berm. Tosbko Ha
CTOJIE CTOsIa YallKa.

Anexcanzp nogomen 6mmke u 3amep.
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Yamka Oputa myctoil. OH Ha MrHOBeHHe ToTepsi1 qap peun. OHa He mpocTo Bomia cona. OHa
eIlE U CIIOKOWMHO Muiia Yail. B ero komHare.

AJekcaHIp CKpeCcTU pyKU Ha IPyIY U CHOBA MIOCMOTPEJT Ha HEE.

E€ nuno 6110 O1€IHBIM.

Haxe CIUIITKOM.

OH HakJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, pasmiisjbiBasi e€ BHUMareiabHee. CHavasa oH 3Toro He 3amerui. Ho
TETepb...

E€ nmpixanue Obu10 HepoBHBIM. He riTyOOKUM M CIIOKOMHBIM, KaK y CISIIEro YeioBeka. A mpe-
PBIBUCTBIM.

Cna6ev. Ero B3misiz ckonb3HyI K e€ 10y. Ha koske Orectenn MesKkue KarIi XOJIOIHOTO MOTa.
AJekcanip HaxmMypuiIcsl. DTo yxke He ObUIO TIOXOKe Ha OOBIYHBIN cOH. OHa Obl1a 60JbHA.

Heckonbko cekyHI OH mMomya cMOTpes Ha He€. Ero ymuo cHoBa crasno paBHOAyIIHbIM. Kak
OyITO YBUIEHHOE HE MMEJIO JIIsl Her0 HUKAKOTro 3HaueHHsl. 3aTeM OH BeInpsiMuiicsl. U, He ckazaB HU
CJI0Ba, OBICTPO BBINIEN U3 CHATbHU. [IBeph THXO 3aKPbLIACh 32 €0 CITUHOM.

keksk

Bukropus MeJIeHHO OTKpbUIA I1a3a.

Co3HaHMe BO3BPAIAJIOCHh TSKEJO, CJIOBHO OHA TOJHMMAJIach M3 TIIYOOKOM MyTHOUW BOjbl. B
BHUCKax IMyJIbCMPOBaJIa Tymast 00Jb, OTAABasICh B 3aThUIOK. Kaxk10e IBIKEHME TOIOBbl YCUIIMBAJIO €€.
E€ monyoTkpbIThie ronyOble I1a3a 3acie3winch oT cBeta. OHa THXO 3aCTOHANA M MOBEPHY/IACh Ha
00K, MalllMHAJILHO KYyTasiCh B MATKOE ofesiio. TkaHb Obla TEMION M MPUSTHOM, U HA MTHOBEHHE e
3aX0TeJI0Ch IMPOCTO CHOBA 3aKPBITh IJIa3a U MPOBAIMUTHCA B COH. Ho B cieayoliyo CeKyHay 4To-TO
HACTOPOXUJIO €€.

Terwro.

3anax.

Oro ObuIa He e€ KoMHaTta. [1a3a Buktopun pacnaxnymuck. OHa pesko cena. Cepiie 3aKkomo-
THJIOCH OBICTpEe.

Kpogarts Obi1a ciumiikoM mupokor. TkaHs ofesyia — aApyroit. I BOKpyr — dyskast 00CTaHOBKA.

— Tol BcTasia?

Huskuii My kckoii rojioc mpo3Byyall CIIOKOWHO, HO HEOXKUAAHHO. Buktopus B3apornyiaa. OHa
MIOBEPHYJIA I'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY KAMUHA — U YBUJEJIA €rO0.

Anekcanip cuzen B Kpecie nepes orHéM. CBeT OT IUIaMEHU MSTKO JIOKWJICS Ha €ro JIMLO,
OCTaBJIsIsl TIOJIOBUHY YepT B TeHH. B pykax y Hero Obli Oymaru, HO Terepb OH CMOTPEN MpsMO Ha
He€. Ero cepple r1aza O6putn criokoriHbl. HerpoHuiiaemsi.

— ...Bamie BricouectBo? — Tuxo npousHecia BukTtopus. OHa pactepsiHHO Mopray:na. [Tamsrs
MeJIJIEHHO Bo3Bpalnaiack. OHa npunuia B ero koMHary. JKnana ero. Cena Ha quBaH... 1 e€ Havyasno
KJIOHUTb B COH.

Mpicib ynapuiia €€ BHE3AITHO.

«41... He morma...»

JIuto BukTopry MrHOBEHHO TIOOJIE/IHETIO.

«41 ke He... 3a0pajach B ero KpoBarb BO CHe?..»

E€ ryOmI 3agpoxkanm.

— Bame BricouecTBo... 3710...

— Bpau ckazat, 4yTo Thl OONbHA.

Anekcanp nepedwmt e€. OH CIIOKOWHO MOJIOKUIT OyMark Ha CTOJ PSAZIOM € KpeciioMm. Ero B3rsn
ME/IJIEHHO CKOJIb3HYJI 10 €€ JIULLY.

— Bpau?..

BukTtopus pactepsiHHO mocMoTpesia B CTOpOHY. ToJBKO Ternepb OHa 3aMeTrsIa Ha MaJeHbKOM
CTOJIMKE PSI/IOM C KPOBAThIO (PJIAKOH C JIEKAPCTBOM U cTakaH Bojbl. OHa 3amepia. [loiroe Bpemsi oHa
YyBCTBOBaJIa CJIA0OCTb... HO JyMaJjia, 4TO 3TO MPOCTO YCTATIOCTh.
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— MM... criacu60... — THXO cKa3ana oHa. — Ero BeicouecTBo BbI3Bas Bpaya... He paB/a Jin?

Anexcanp He orBeTr1. OH JIMIIB ClIerka MOoCTyvall NajiblaMH 110 NOAJOKOTHUKY Kpecia. ToT
KOPOTKHI 3BYK B TUIIIMHE MOKa3aicsl BUKTOpuM HeoxkungaHHO TpoMKUM. OHa HEJIOBKO 3a€p3ajia Moj
OZIesJIOM, He MOHKMMAs1, YTO O3HAuYaeT ero Mosyanue. Yepes Mruosenue Ajiekcanip noassuicsi. OH
MOJONIEN K KpoBaTu. JIYyHHBIN CBET U3 OKHA MajaJl 3a ero CIMHOW, U ero urypa Kazaaach MOYTH
TEMHOM TeHblo. OH ocTaHOBUJICS psiioM. I mocMoTpen el mpsiMo B I71a3a.

— A Tenepb CKaxu MHE.

Ero rosnoc cran xonoguee.

— Io kako# nmpuymHe Tl MPoOpaIach B MO0 KOMHATy?

— ..Ut0?

— $1 yBepeH, — CIOKOMHO MPONOIKUI OH, — YTO Thl MPUIILIA CIOa HE Ui TOrO, YTOOBI
[0Ka3aThb, 4TO OOJIbHA.

Ero Tens Tskeno seria Ha KpoBath. OH HAXMYPHIICS, OYATO MBITAJICS Pa3IIsIeTh € HACTOsIIIe

HaMepeHusl.
Ot Hero ucxoausia XoJoaHas1, AaBsias aypa. BUKTopusi HEBOJILHO B3[IpOrHYJIa.
— Bame BoicouecTBo... — TUXO cka3ajia oHa. — 4 xaasa Bac... 4ToObl KOE-4TO CKa3aTh...

CnoBa paBasuch TpyaHO. MbIciu myTasiuch u3-3a 6o B rosioBe. Ho oHa Bc€ paBHO 3acTaBuia
ce0s1 ropoputh. OHa He XoTesa OOSIThCS €ro.

He xortena cHOBa MoT4ars.

AJlekcaH/Ip ciierka MmpUIogHsI OPOBb.

BukTopus Kpemnko cxaiia najbLpl.

— Ipocrure... uto npunia 6e3 paspemenus. Ho... — oHa noaHsna ri1a3a Ha Hero, — Bare
BricouecTBO, MBI Belb JK€HATHL. S HE Aymalo... YTO BaM HYKHO TaK MEHs OIacarbCsl.

E€ ronoc nporny.

Ona cMOTpesa Ha Hero HarpsikEHHO.

AJIeKcaHAp MPUILY PUIICS.

W Brpyr yrosok ero ryd MeajgeHHO MOAHSIICS.

— Jla, — tuxo ckazan oH. — Tl npaga.

— ...Ax!

B crienyoiiyio cekyH1y OH HEOKUAAHHO TOJIKHYJI €€ Ha3ad. BUKTOpHs noTepsiia paBHOBECHE U
yraJia Ha MOAYIIKY. AJIeKCaHAp CKJIOHWICS Hal Hell. Ero pyku ynépnuchk B MaTpac 1o o0e CTOPOHBI
OT HeeE.

— Ecnm noggymars... — THXO MPOU3HEC OH, — y Hac BCE emé He Obu1o OpauyHol HouH. BepHo?

Ero nyivHHBIE NaJbLBI KOCHYJIUCH €€ BOJIOC. Me/IJIEHHO CKOJIb3HYJIM BHU3 — K BOPOTY €€ CJIerka
PACTPENAaHHOIO TUIATHS.

— Eciu Xouenb... — npouienTan OH, — Mbl MOXKEM MCIPAaBUTh 3TO MPSIMO ceiyac.

OH NOTSHYJ 32 IIEJTKOBYIO JIEHTY Ha e€ Tpyau. Y3el MelieHHO ociiald. Buktopus 3angepkana
npixague. OH ObLI CIIMIIKOM OJIH3KO.

Ho...

Omna He BUJIeJIa B €10 JIMLE HYU TeIua.

Hu xenanus.

Hu naxe npocroro unrepeca.

Ero ra3a OblUIA XOJIOIHBIMH.

Hab6monaommmu.

OH npocTo NpoBepsiI €€ peakluIo.

Kaxk 6ynTo npoBoanI SKCrieprMeHT.

AJnexkcanp 3aMeTH1, Kak OHa 3amepia.

U cHoBa ycmexHyJics.
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— ¢ He noHMMalo, MOYEeMy Thl TaK BHIIVISAMILB, — THUXO CKa3ajl OH. — Pa3Be He 3T0 Tl MMena
B BUJY, KOI/Ia TOBOPWJIA, YTO MBI JKEHATHI?

Ero ronoc 3By4an noutu sackoBo. Ho 3ta ylacka Obli1a XOJIOAHOM, KaK JIE.

Bukrtopus B3gpornysna. OHa He MOIJIa OLIEBEIUTHCS.

— 41... mpocTo X0Tena Koe-uTo CKa3arh... — TUXO MPoOOpMOTasa oHa. — I mpuiuia He paju...
TaKoro...

U B 3TOT MOMEHT pe3kast 60Jb yaapuia B TojioBy. [lepen riazamu Ha ceKyH1y rnotemaeso. Eé
PECHULIBI 3aIPOKAIH.

Hpixanue counock. Ho oHa Bc€ paBHO MPOOIKUIIA TOBOPHTS, LETLISSCH 32 CJIOBA.

— Ecimm y Bac ectb BpeMmsl... sl XOTesa MOMPOCHUTb... — €€ TOJI0C CTaJl COBCEM CJIa0bIM, — HE
MOTJTH OBl BBL... IIOCETUTD JIOM MOMX POJUTENIEH BMEeCTe CO MHOM... TIO TIPOChOe MOel MaTepH...

E€ 3penue cnoBa noruislio. durypa Anekcanapa nepej Heil paciuibuiack. OHa ef1Ba MorJjia ero
pasnuunTth. Bukropus nonsitanack nogHATbcs. Ho Tesno mioxo ciyanocs.

Ona czenana miar...

N cnorkHynack. E€ HOrM NOAKOCUIIHCS.

Ona ynasna Ha koBép. ['osioBHast 60/1b cTana HeBbIHOCUMOM. OHA TSIKENO BAOXHYIA U ONEPIAch
PyKaMmu O TI0J1, TIBITAsICh BCTaTh. AJleKcaHap Moya Haomozan 3a Heil. CBepxy BHU3. Ero nuiio crano
pazapaxeéHHbIM. OH B3bEpOIINI BOJIOCH PYKOH. 3aTteM pe3ko nogomen. Y nogHs e€ ¢ noma.

Ona 6bL1a HEOKUIAHHO JIETKOM.

— Ocragaiics 31ech, — CKa3aJl OH MpauHo. — $1 cam yiiny.

OH OCTOPOKHO YJIOKHJI €€ 00paTHO Ha KpoBaTh. OfIessI0 TUXO 3allly pIiajo.

AJlekcaHIp pa3BEpHYJICA U HalpaBuics K aBepu. I'onosa Bukropuu Be€ eme kpyxuiack. Ho
il oKa3aiocCh...

Uro BeIpaxkkeHHe ero Juiia ctayio MeHee kecTkum. Kak Oyaro... OH moHsi, uto ommoOcs. OHa
CMOTpEJIa EMY B CIIMHY.

IToka nBepp He 3akppLiach. Y TOMBKO TOra €€ 71a3a MeAJIeHHO 3aKPhLINCH.

keksk

Kapera Briexasia U3 BOpOT JBOpIa paHHUM yTpoM. Koséca Tskeso 3arpoxoTtaiu rmo Opycyarke,
Y 9TOT POBHBII, MEPHBII 3BYK JOJITO OTIABAJICS MEK/1y BHICOKUMHU KAMEHHBIMU CTEHAMU CTOJIULIBL.
Chyru pacnaxHyJM KOBaHblE BOPOTA, U SKUIAXK TUIABHO BBIKATHIICS Ha LIMPOKYIO yauily. Bukropus
cugenay okHa. Kapera Msarko nokaumBanach, MHOTa MOAIPBITMBasi HA HEPOBHBIX KAMHSX MOCTOBOW.
CKBO3b CTEKJIO B CaJIOH IPOHUKAJIO TETJIOE YTPEHHEE COJIHIIE, OKpallnBasi BCE BHYTPHU MATKUM 30J10-
TUCTHIM cBeToM. Korna kapera Bbexajia B LEHTp ropoja, mym ycuauics. Ha miomany yxe kunena
KM3Hb: TOPTOBLIbl PACKJIabIBAIA TOBAPHI, CIBILIAIMCH T0JI0CA, 3BOH MeTajlla, pkaHue Jiouaaen. B
BO3JIyXe BUTAJI 3aMax CBEKero xJyieba, qpIMa 1 BIakHoro kKamHsi. Ho skunax He ocranoBuiicsi. OH mef-
JIEHHO TIepeCceK IJIOIIA/Ib M BCKOPE CBEPHYII Ha Oosiee TUXYyIo yauily. Yepe3 HeKOTopoe BpeMst BOKPYT
HavyaJlv MOSIBJISITHCS BBICOKME KOBAHbIE BOPOTA, YXOKEHHBIE Ca/lbl U CTpOrue KameHHsle (pacaapl. OHu
BbEXaJM B ANbOpHK. PaiioH cTaphiX 0COOHSKOB. 371€Ch YJMIIBI ObUIM IIMPE, AEPEBbsi — AKKYPAaTHO
TMOZICTPUIKEHBI, a 32 OI'PajiaMy BUIHENIVCh POCKOIIIHBIE I0Ma apUCTOKpPaToB. BUKTOpUS Cierka HakJo-
HWJIACh BIIEPEN U BBINISIHY/1a B OKHO. COJTHEUHBIN CBET MATKO Kacajcs e€ mua. OHa 3akpbuia 11asa
Ha CEKyHj1y, MMO3BOJISIS TETUTy COrpeTh KOXKY, M ITyOOKO BHOXHY/1a. Ha MraoBenue crasno jeruye. Ho
3aTeM OHa OTBeJa B3I OT OKHa. M mocmoTpena B IpoTHBONOJIOKHYIO CTOpOoHY. [IpsiMo HanpoTus
He€ cunen Anekcanip. OH OTKMHYJICS Ha CITUHKY CU/IEHbsI, CKPECTHB pyKU Ha Tpyau. Ero riaza Obum
3aKPBITHI, OYTO OH CMaJ WM MPOCTO oTAbIxal. Ha HEM Oblna TEMHas JOpOXKHAsL OfIeXKIa, CTporas 1
akkyparHasi. OH BBIIJISIIEN COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOWHBIM. CIIMIIIKOM CIOKOMHBIM. BUKTOpHST HEBOJILHO
3ajepxana Ha HEM B3IIsAA. U TyT ke nmodyBcTBOBaJsla, KAK BHYTPU NOJHUMAETCS CMYLIEHUE. YTPO
Havyasioch ctpaHHo. Korma oHa mpocHynack... OHa Bc€ emmé Obuta B ero nocreid. BocrmomuHaHue o
BUEpAIlIHEM Beuepe BCIIBIXHYJIO B MaMATH TaK Pe3KO, YTO €W 3aXOTeJIOCh CHOBA 3aKpbITh IVla3za U
ncue3HyTsh. E€ cioBa.
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Ero xononnsiii ronoc. Ero pyku, pa3ps3biBaiolliye JIEHTY Ha €€ TulaThe.

[TpocuyBiuch, Buktopus emé n1oiro cuzena Ha Kpaio KpoBaTH, HE MOHKMMas, Kak el Ternepb
CMOTpETh EMY B IJIa3a.

Omna uyBcTBOBaJIa ce0s1 HEJIOBKO, PACTEPSIHHO. .. U TIOYEMY-TO HEMHOT'O TofiaByieHHO. [Tosatomy,
BBII/Is1 U3 KOMHAThI, OHA ITOYTH CPa3y CTOJIKHYJIACh CO CIIyTOM.

— Benmkasi reprioruHsi, — y4THBO MOKJIOHWICS OH. — Ero BricouecTBo ckazan, uro Oynger
COMPOBOXK/IATh BAC K MAPKU3Y MOCJIe TOTO, KaK 3aKOHUUT YTPEHHIO padoTy.

Bukropus yauBIEHHO MOPrHyJIa.

— 310... ckazan Ero BeicouectBo?

— Jla, rocnioxa.

Oma Torja Ha HECKOJIBKO CeKyH[ ToTepsiia fap peur. OHa BeJb MPOCHiIa ero 00 3TOM TOYTH
ciayvaiiHo. Ckopee BBIHYX/IeHHO. MapKu3a MpakTHUeCcKH He ocTaBuia e Beidopa. Ho Anekcanap...
¥V Hero ObLT HEBEPOSITHO TUIOTHBIN Tpaduk. Bee roBopusm 06 sTom. B cronmie mpudnskancst 60b-
II0W Tpa3AHuK — ecTuBaib B yecTb [Hs OCHOBaHMSI, U M3-3a TOrO €ro JHU ObUIM 3arlOTHEHbI
BCTpEYaMH, COBETaMU Y BOEHHBIMU NPUTOTOBJIEHUSAMU. CIIyru [axe rOBOPHIIM, YTO Y HEro MoYTU
HET BpeMeHU Ha oTapbixX. 1 BCE xe...

OH pemmn noexats ¢ Heid. [locre Toro, Kak BYepa ObUT C HEl TaKUM XOJIOHBIM.

STa MBICIIb 0 CUX IIOP HE JaBaJia el Nokos. Ternepp, CHis HATPOTUB HETo B Kapete, Buktopus
CHOBa NocMoTpena Ha Asekcanapa. OHa cama He 3aMeTWIa, Kak Hayajla paccMaTpuBarh €ro JIMIO,
Oy/TO TIBITATIACH HAUTU B HEM OOBSICHEHHE.

[Touemy?

W B 3TOT MOMEHT €ro 171a3a Me/IJIEHHO OTKPbUTUCH. Cepble. XOJIOIHBIE U SICHBIE.

BukTopus B31poruyna.

— O#i... mpocrure.

Oma ObICTpO OTBENA B3I/, CMYTUBIIUCH. DTO JEHCTBUTEIIHLHO BHITTISIENO TaK, Oy/ITO OHA MO/-
rsabpiBasia 3a HUM. Ho Anekcanap Hudero He ckazai. OH HECKOJIBKO CeKyH/1 MOJTYa CMOTpeJT Ha Hee.
3aremM TUXO CIPOCHUJI:

— Kak TBO€ camouyBcTBUE cerogHs?

Ero ronoc 6b1 CIIOKOMHBIM.

— Bcé HopmanbHO?

Bukropus yauBIE€HHO MMOJHsIIA [J1A3a.

OHa sIBHO He OXMAaJIa TOro BOMpoca.

E€ romyOple raza mmpoko packpsuiich. Ha MrHOBeHHe OHa MPOCTO CMOTpesia Ha Hero, Oy/ITo
HE MOHMMasi, YTO OH CKazajl. 3aTeM ObICTPO KMBHYIIA.

— ...[Ja. [ B nopske.

OHa ckazasa 310 4yTh nocnemHo. [loutn aBromaruvecku. I[locne e€ oreera B3I AJiek-
caHapa cHoBa u3MeHwiIcs. OH cTajl IPeXHUM.

HespipazutensubiM. Kak OynTo TOJIBKO YTO 3aJaHHBIA BOIMPOC HUYETO Uil HErO He 3HAuMII.
OH otBepHyJcs. Y mocmoTpen B okHO. Byaro pasroBop Obu1 okoHueH. Kapera rmpogomkana MArko
MOKAYMBaThCs. 3a CTEKJIOM MEIEHHO MPOIUIBIBAIM OCOOHSKN AnbOpuxka. Ho Bukrtopus yxe He
cMoTpena Ha ynuity. OHa ormyctuia rojioy. M Tuxo npukycuia ryoy.

B rpyau nosiBuiiock cTpaHHOE 4yBCTBO.

Hescnoe.

Hewmmuoro Témoe.

Ho onHOBpeMeHHO HesloBKoOE.

«MHe nokazanocb?..»

Ei1 BIpyr BCIOMHMJICS €T0 rosoc.

CrOKOVHBIN.

Hemuoro tuxuii.
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«Kak TBOE camouyBcTBUE?»

Omna He MorJIa OOBSICHUTD TIOUEMY...

Ho ei mokazanock, 4To B TOT MOMEHT AJIEKCaH/IP BCE-TAKM HEMHOTO O Hell OECITOKOMIICS.
W umeHHO mo3TOMY ceivac eil ObUIO TaK CTPAHHO.

I'masa 6

Oco6us1k cembu CanT-Kimap Berpedan rocteid 6e3yrnpedHbiM HOPSIIKOM M TOKa3HOW POCKOIIIBIO.

Kak TospKo Kapera 0cTaHOBUJIACH Y IMPOKUX MPAMOPHBIX CTYTIEHEH, TSKENbIE JBEPU pacriax-
HyJuCh. Ha KpbuIbLIE yKe CTOSIT MAPKU3.

— Bamte BricouecTBO, 51 Tak TPOHYT, YTO BBl HABECTUJIM HAC, HECMOTPsI Ha TaKOW TUIOTHBIN
rpacuk.

Mapxkuz Cant-Kisp mokIoHWICS ¢ yaTUBOM yibiOKou. Ero cemas Gopona Oblia akKypaTHO MOjI-
CTPUXKEHa, a B3IJIS/T — BHUMATENIbHBIN U HACTOpOXeHHBIH. [0 00e CTOpOHBI OT BX0O/1a BHICTPOMIIUCH
ciyru. OfiuH 3a IpyruM OHU HU3KO CKJIOHSUIM TOJIOBBI MEpe]] BEIMKKUM Ie€pLIOrOM U €ro KeHOU.

AJleKcaH/ip BBIIIEN U3 KapeThl IEPBbIM.

OH [maxe He 3aMe/JII 1ar.

— MBI He cMOX)eM HaJoJIro 3a/1€PAKaThCsl, — XOJIOIAHO ITPOU3HEC OH, IOJHUMASCh 1O CTYTIEHSIM.
— V¥ Hac Bc€ pacruianupoBato. [Iponry Bac MOHATS.

Ero ronoc 61 BeXKJIMBBIM, HO B HEM SICHO CJIBIIIATIOCH BHICOKOMEPHUE YeSIOBEKA, TPUBBIKIIIETO
He 0OBSCHATHCS. MapKu3 JIUIIb KOPOTKO KUBHYL.

— Pasymeercs.

AnekcaHzp yxe BOIIEN B 0COOHSK. BukTopus ciemoBasia 3a HuM. Korjga oHa mepecTtymnuia
MIOpOT, B TPYX HEBOJIBHO MOSIBUJIOCh HEMPUSATHOE YYBCTBO. DTOT JIOM. ..

Kaxapiil kopuaop, Kaxaas JeCTHULA, KaXAbl 3ByK 1IAaroB M0 MpamMoOpy XpaHWIU CIMIIKOM
MHOT'O BOCTIOMUHaHMA. B OCHOBHOM — HenpHATHBIX. [ TaBHBIN 3271 BHIITISAIEN TOYHO TaK ke, Kak U
paHbIlIe: BHICOKUI TOTOJIOK, OFPOMHBIE OKHA, TSKEJIbIE JTIOCTPbI, KAPTHUHBI B 30JI0YEHBIX PaMaXx.

Bc€ 3aeck kpuyaso o dorarctee u cratyce cembu. Ho miiss Buktopum 310 MecTo Beera ObLIo
XOJIOOHBIM. Mapku3a nosiBujiach nocieaneit. OHa MeisieHHO BOIIUIA B 3a71, OYTO XkeJasi IPOM3BECTH
BIIEYATIICHUE.

— Jlo6po moxasioBath, Bemkuii reprior, — Mpou3Hecia OHa C MSATKOH YJIBIOKON. — Boroch,
sl IMeJIa HarJIoCTh MOOECMOKOUTD TAKOTO 3aHSATOTO YeJIoBeKa.

AJekcaHIp Jake He U3MEHW BbIpaKEeHU s JIMLIA.

— U Bcé ke, — CIOKOMHO OTBETUJI OH, — 3Hasl, CKOJIbKO y MEH$ JIeJ1, Bbl BCE PABHO HACTOSIH,
YTOOBI 5 TIPUEXal.

Ha MraoBenue Mo Mapku3bl KCKa3uiIock. JIETkoe pazapaxeHue MeIbKHYIIO B €€ mia3ax. Ho
yXke yepe3 CeKyH/ly OHa CHOBA yJbIOaslach Tak ke 0e33a00THO.

— Kak aJjb, 94T0 Bl HE CMOXKeETe OCTaThCsl HAa Y/KMH, — CKa3asia oHa. — MoKeT ObITb, XOTS
OBl HACJIAIUTECH YACIIUTHEM C HAMU?

W3-3a TIIOTHOTO pacrvMcaHusi UM JEHCTBUTENILHO HYKHO ObLIIO BEPHYTHCSI BO IBOPEI IO HACTYTI-
JIeHus1 Bevepa.

Mapku3 3a[yM4YrBO TOTIau OOPOLy.

— Mowu peillapu cerogHsi MPOXOAAT IMOJNEBYI0 MOArOTOBKY. [Iisi HUX ObUIO Obl OrpOMHOM
YecThlo, eciv Obl Benmkuil reprior cMor pucyTCTBOBATb.

3areM OH nepeBen B3IAA Ha Bukropuio.

— Bukropus, nokaxu Bemmkomy repriory ocoOHsiK. Mbl T030BEM Bac, KOra BC€ OyleT roToBO
K YaeruTHIO.

Omna Ha cexkyHay pacrepsiiach. E€ B3Il OCTOPOXKHO CKOJIB3HYN K AJsiekcaniapy. OH crosi
PsIIOM ¢ aOCOTIOTHO PaBHOMYIIIHBIM BhIpakeHreM jmia. Ho 3atem enBa 3ameTHo KuBHYJ. Kak Oyaro
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roBops: JercTByi cama. OHM HarpaBUIMCh K JiecTHULE. M korna Bukropus Havyajia nogHUMAarhbCs
PAIOM C HUM, CTPAaHHOE YYBCTBO CHOBA MOSIBUJIOCH B €€ TPYIU.

TOT IOM...

Omna Obl HM 32 YTO HE 3axOTeJsia BO3Bpamarhcs ciofa. Kaxaplid yroy HalmoMuHam O MPOIILJIOM,
KOTOpOE OHa Tpeanoyusa Obl 3a0bITh.

Ho ceituac...

[Nouemy-To el ObLIO CIIOKOIHEE.

HagepHoe, notomy uto psiiom Obi1 Asiekcanap. Yl mycTb OH BBITJISAEN XOJOTHBIM U OTCTPAHEH-
HBIM... €r0 MPUCYTCTBUE BCE PABHO Ka3aJ0Ch HAAEKHBIM. MBICIIb 00 STOM CJierKa B3BOJIHOBAJIA €€.

— 970... rajepest NIOPTPETOB, — TUXO cKaszaja Bukropusa. OHa nposena ero B IJIMHHBIA 3a71.
CreHbl ObLTM TOJTHOCTBIO MOKPHITH KapTuHamu. [loprpersl wieHoB cembu CaHT-Kisp. Mapkussl,
MapKu3a, JaJIbHUX POACTBEHHUKOB. JTO ObliIa caMasi pOCKOIIIHAs rajiepesi B ocoOHsike. Ho st Buk-
TOpUM OHa Bceraa Obuia TsKENon. CIAMIIKOM MHOTO BOocoMUHaHUE. OHAa OTBEpHYJIACh OT KapTUH.
Ho Bapyr 3amermiia, uto Anekcanap octaHoBujcs. OH CTOsUT epe]] OHUM U3 IIOPTPETOB.

— AX...

BukTtopus nopomnna 6mke. 1o 6601 e€ moprper. KOHas neByika cujiena Ha CTyJe, CJIOXKUB
PYKH Ha KoJeHsiX. E€ u1io ObUTo CIIOKOWHBIM U MOYTH 0e339MOIMOHAIbHBIM. Eif ObLIIO OKOJIO YeThIp-
Hajuaru jiet. Bpems, korjia oHa BrepBble BCTpeTuia AJieKcaH/pa.

Mapkusa Korja-To Bo3paxasa MpoTUB TOTO, YTOOBI 3TOT MOPTPET BUCE 311ECh.

Ho ero Bcé paBHO octaBuiu. [jist rocteit. UToObI OKA3aTh 10Yb CEMBH.

Anekcanp cMOTpes Ha KapTUHY JONTO.

OH He B3MJISIHY/I HU Ha OJWH Jipyroi noptpeT. Tonbko Ha 3T0T. BUKTOpHS OCTOPOKHO MOCMOT-
pesa Ha ero JMIo.

E€ cepniie Trxo 3a0miock ObicTpee.

«MoxeT ObITb...OH BCIOMHHT?..»

Cnaboe, MoyTH JETCKOE YyBCTBO OXKMIAHUS MOSBUIOCH BHYTpH He€. Ho Anekcanip HU4ero He
ckazan. OH npocto cMoTpell. Bukropus Toxe Monvaina. B KoHIle KOHIIOB OHa THXO ITPOU3HECA:

— Toipémre nanepiie... [ ciplnana, 4YTo B PYTUX 3a1ax €CTh padOThI U3BECTHBIX XYI0KHUKOB.
Bo3moxHO, BaM Oy/ieT UHTepPECHO.

Tonpko TOrga Asiekcanp OTBEN B3MIAL OT noprpera. M mocmorpen Ha He€. Ha MrHOBeHMe nx
I71a3a BCTPETUJIUCh. 3aTeM OH PEe3KO pa3BepHYJICS U Bbllen U3 ranepe. Tak ObicTpo, OyaTo Kyna-
TO criemni. Bukropus nocnemmia 3a HuM. Y Bapyr 3ametunia, 4rto e€ 1eKa crpaHHo ropsyas. OHa
MalllMHAJIBHO KOCHYJIach €€ nasipliaMu. Korja oHu BepHYJIUCh B IJIABHBIH 341, CJIyra yKe KJIajl uX.

— Yaii roros.

ITo nopore B yaitHy10 KOMHaTy Buktopus THxo cka3zaia:

— Bamne BricouecTBo... cmacu6o, 4ToO HAIUIM BpeMsl TI0eXaTh CErOqHsS CO MHOM.

Anexcanp numib KuBHYJI. OH HU4Yero He orBeTw. Ho collHeuHbli CBET, NaIaBIIui U3 OKHa,
KOCHYJICSA €ro IJ1a3.

W Ha MrHOBEHHE OHU TMOKA3aJMCh YAUBUTEIBHO MSATKUMU. BUKTOpHS HEBOJIBHO Y/IBIOHYIIACK.
CoBceM 4yTb-UyTb.

— Bor B 1€, — ckazan mapkus. — Ilporry, npucaxuBanTecs.

B cany, psaioM ¢ 4aiiHBIM CTOJIOM, YKe BCE OBUIO MTPUTOTOBJICHO. B CTOpOHE TpEeHMpPOBAUCH
pbitiapy. J{io)krHa My KIMH OTpadaTeiBasia yaapbl MedaMu. MeTaut 3BeHesT B BO3/IyXe.

Mapku3 HeKOTopoe BpeMsl pacCcKas3blBall O TPEHUPOBKAX, HO BCKOPE pa3roBOp MEPELIEN K ero
AeNaM.

— HenasHo 51 pacumpu cBoii 6usHec. Eciu Benukuii reprior 3aMHTepecoBaH. ..

AJnekcanzip cuaesn coBepiIeHHO HeroaBWkHO. Ero nuio 6puto paBHOLymHBIM. OH TIOYTH He
pearupoBai Ha cyioBa Mapku3a. [l Buktopuu 310 661710 HeoxuaanHo. E€ oter Bcerna kazancs e
CTpAILHbIM, BJIACTHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.
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Ho ceituac...

OH BBINJISAZIEI TIOUTH JKAJIKUM.

Mapkusy sIBHO ObLIIO HEMTPUSATHO, YTO pa3roBOp He CKJIaAbIBaeTcs. Yepes HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi OH
BHE3aIHO MOBEpHYJIcs K Bukropuu.

— Ox, Bukropusi. He yaenuib i Tl MHe MUHYTY? S Kynui 1u1st TeOs1 yKpallleHU s ¥ T11aThsI.

OH yneiOHysCS U ocMoTpen Ha Anekcanapa. ToT HUKak He oTpearnpoBasl. OH MPOIOIKAT
HaOMOIaTh 32 TPEHUPOBKOU PHITIAPEH.

[NonyuyrB MoTuasIMBOE paspelieHre, Mapku3 MoBén Bukropuio B HeOombiylo koMHaty. Kak
TOJIBKO JJBEPb 3aKpbLIACh, OH Cpa3y Meperen K JIey.

— Kak noxwuBaeT BeIMKHiA repror? — CIpocul OH TUXO. — Thl HE 3aMETUJIa HUYEro Mojio-
3pUTEIBHOTO?

— INonozpurensHoro?..

Mapku3 HaxXMypHIICS.

— 4l umero B BUIY... HE KaXKeTCs JIM TeOe, YTO OH BCTPEYAETCs C JPYTUMU KEHIIUHAMHE ?

BuxTopus 3amepna. Ona HuKorga He gymana oo stom. Ho mocie 3tux cios...

B rpyau nosiBuiiock cTpaHHOE 4yBCTBO.

Benp oHM ObLTH sKeHATHI yke MHOTO MecsitieB. Ho Opaunoii HouM Tak 1 He Obl10. Mapku3 Hetep-
TeJIMBO HAXMYPHJICS.

— [ouemy T MOTUMIIBL?

BukTtopus meyieHHO oKaydasa rojoBOM.

— 41... e 3Ha10. OH OUYEeHb 3aHAT...

— Xa! — pesko nepedms e€ mapku3. — Torga yem Thl 3aHUMaeIbcsl B ero ocoOHsike? Tol
JOJIKHA 3HATh, T71e HAXOJAUTCS TBOU MYyX!

OH pazpa)x€HHO MOBBICUII T'OJIOC.

Bukropus B3apornyna. Ho Huyero He ckazana. Mapkus pa3apa)keéHHO IIENKHYJT S3bIKOM.

— Tsl McnoNIb30BaNa JIEKAPCTBO, KOTOpOE S Jait Tede?

Bukrtopus cpa3y BcrioMHuIa MajieHbkMi piakoH. OH 10 cux nop jexan B suuke. OHa aaxe
HE MPUTPOHYNIACh K HEMY.

— Eme Her...

— Iloyemy THI Tak MeUIUIIb? — PE3KO CKazal Mapku3. — Wiy MHe caMoMy 3aCyHYyTb 3TO
JIEKapCTBO reprory B pot?

OH npopokan pa3apaxeHHO rOBOPUTh. BUKTOpHS MoTya ciylania.

Hakonen oH B30OXHYII.

— Bukropus, ciymail BHUMATENIbHO.

Ero B35/ crait XoJIoaHbIM.

— Ecnu TBO# Opak ¢ BeIMKKUM repLioroM MPOBATUTCA... Thl O0JIbIIE He OyIelh MOl 109ephIo.

OH ycMexHyIcs.

— Ecimm He xouenrb rHUTh Ha YJMIE, KaK TBOSI COOCTBEHHAs Marh... Thl JOJDKHA POOUTH
peOEHKa.

Pyxu Bukropun cnerka apornynu. Ho He ot ctpaxa. A OoT pa3oyapoBaHus.

Kaxapiit pa3, Korja eii roBopuu o JieTsax... OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl HE YETOBEKOM. A Belllbio.
Homataum ckotom. Eit xotenoch 3akpeiTh yim. Ho oHa ymiib onyctuma ronoBy. Y mpopomxkana
Mo4aTh. Mapkus pas3ipak€HHO HOKHYJ S3bIKOM.

— ¢ 3Ha10, YTO BEJIMKUIA reprior ¢ ToOO XomoaeH. [lake nepes uMnepaTopoM.

OH Ts1Ke/10 B3JOXHYJI.

3anonro 10 cBagpObl BUukTopun u AnieKcaHapa NMIIEpaTop yKe MbITaIcs MPOBEPHUTH €ro.

[To ero mpukasy B nocrenb AJiekcaHapa TalHO OTHpaBWIM keHIuHy. ['padunio. Mononyio
BJOBY. I TOBOJIbHO U3BECTHYIO PaCITyTHUILY.
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Ecnmu OB BBISICHUIIOCH, UTO OH CIIAJ C TAKOW KSHIITMHOM ero Oe3ynpevynasi permyTarus Obiia Obl
YHUYTOXKEHA.

I'naBa 7

Koneuno, ciyxu ocraBanuch jutib ciayxamu. Ho mapkuz Cant-Kimap cauilkomM XOpolino 3Haj
TY JKEHIIMHY, YTOOBI COMHEBAThCS, IOYEMY OHA COTJIACHIIACH HA 9TO MPEIJIOKEHHUE.

IIpekpacHas rpaduHs y*ke JaBHO CIaBUJIaCh CBOEH pacilyllieHHOW kU3HbI0. E€ KpacoTa OTKpblI-
BaJIa Tiepe]] Hell IBepH, a CKaHAaJbl TOJIBKO MOJOTpeBaiu uHTepec oomectsa. st He€ 3T0 ObUIO He
Oe3ymMue, a CKopee ouepe/iHasi aBaHTIOpa — BO3MOXKHOCTb OKa3aThCsl PSIOM C CaMbIM 3HAMEHUTHIM
yesioBeKoM umnepuu. U Toraa Bc€ Kazanoch MOYTH rapaHTHPOBAHHBIM. AJIEKCAH/IP TOJIBKO YTO BEp-
HYyJICSI ¢ BOWHBI. ['epoil. MyxunHa, MpoIeAnvii yepe3 KpoBb U cMepTh. Mapku3 ObUT yBEpeH, YTo
TI0CJIe MeCSIIEeB Ha ToJie 0051, Cpe/u JIarepeid U COJIaT, Jake TAKOW YeJIOBEK He CMOXKET YCTOSITh Iepejt
coOMIa3HOM.

Ho Bc€ BbIIILIO HHAYeE.

To¥t HOUbIO BO JBOpIIE MTPA3IHOBAIH MOOeIy. 3aj1 ObUT HATIOJTHEH CMEXOM, MY3bIKON 1 BUHOM.
BowHbl, BepHYBIIIHECS ¢ BOWHBI, TOAHUMAHA OOKAJIbl, YMHOBHUKH TPOM3HOCWIIN PEYH, & TPUIBOPHBIC
JaMbl BOCXMIIIEHHO CMOTPENI Ha MOJIOAOTO TepIiora, KOTOPBI OJHUM IOXOAOM YKPENUJ BIUsSHUE
UMIIepUH.

Anekcanap nui. He motomy, 4to XOTen.

A notomy, uto 3toro TpedoBaia arMmocdepa. OquH TocT cMeHsics Apyrum. U koraa Houb yxe
riepeBajIiia 3a MOJTHOYb, OH HAKOHEI] TOKMHYJI 3aJ1 M HAITPAaBWIICS B CBOM MOKOU. OH ObLT yCTaBILINM.

Pazppaxénnsim.

W xoTen TonbKO OHOTO — THUILUHBL.

Koraa nBepb cnaibHM OTKpBLIACh, OH cpa3y 3aMeTwi e€. Ha ero kpoBarty jiexana KeHIIIHA.
Oobnaxénnas. E€ nmHHBIE BOJIOCH PACCHITAIUCH MO MOAYIIKE, a TYObl pacTSHYJIMCh B JIEHUBOM,
COOMA3HUTENILHOM YJIBIOKE.

Omna oxujana, 9rto oH nogpouaeT. Ho Anekcanap naxe He pUOIM3IICS.

OH ocTaHOBUIICA.

[Tocmotpen Ha HeE.

U ero nuio crajo JiesIHbIM.

Uepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT B CIIAJIbHE YK€ CTOSUTH BCE CITYyTH, OTBEUYABIIHE 32 €T0 IMOKOM.

OHu apoxaiu.

Hekotoprle enBa neprkajrch Ha HOTax.

AJekcaHp MOT4a CMOTpEIT Ha HUX.

— KT0 1no3BoMII NIOCTOPOHHEMY UYeJIOBEKY BOWTH B MOIO Pe3UACHIIUIO?

Ero romnoc 6611 THXMM. Ho 0T 3TOTO0 OH 3BYy4an emgé crpamaee. Hukro e orBetwi. Ha criemy-
I0IlIee YTPO BCEX STUX CIIYT YBOJIWIN. be3 UCKIIoueHu .

A Korja HOBOCTb pa3oluIach MO CTONUIE... | paduHs BHE3aITHO UcYe3/ia U3 CBETCKOW KU3HHU.
CrvikoM rpoMKuit ckangast. CIMITIKOM CHUTBHBIN yiap 1o e€ perrytaruu. OHa OoJbIlie HUKOTIa He
NosIBJIsIACh Ha Oanax v mpuémax. Mapku3 BCHOMHHAI 3Ty UCTOPHUIO C MPAYHOW YCMEIITKOH.

Torna oH gaxe nouyBcTBOBAI oOierdyeHue. [IoToMmy 4To MIMEHHO MOCIIe STOrO CTAJI0 BO3MOKHO
BbIIaTh BukTopuio 3amyx 3a Anekcanapa. Ho teneps... Tenepb BCE 110 HE Tak.

Mapku3 HepBHO HaXMypHJICS. DTOT MyKurHa ObUT X0noaHbIM. Cruiikom xonogHbiM. OH Jiep-
KaJI AUCTAHLIMIO JIaXKe ¢ COOCTBEHHOM keHOM. M ofiHask/Ibl, BO BpeMsl pa3roBopa, AJeKCaHAp cKaza
CJIOBa, KOTOpBIE JI0 CHX TOP HE JaBajid MapKU3y TMOKOSI.

«51 He mymaro, 4To Korga-HUOyAb Y MeHs1 OyaeT peOEHOK OT Jouepu Mapku3a. Kaxmapii pas,
KOrJa s CMOTPIO Ha HE€, 1 BUKY €€ OTLA.»
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Mapxku3z crucHyin 3yosl. Eciiu Anekcanap pemmt u30aButhes oT Bukropum... Ecim oH Hainer
ceOe pyrylo skeHy... Bee muiansl Mapkusa pyxHyT. OH Ha4a1 THXO OOPMOTaTh, CIIOBHO pa3roBapyBast
caMm ¢ coOO¥.

— Ec1 oH He MOXeT cam yIIpaBJIsiTh CBOMM TEJIOM... TOT/A 51 Hailly BelecTBa, KOTOpbIE 3acTa-
BAT €ro BBHIIIOJHUTB CBOU A0JT. BukTopus ciymana. M ¢ KaxapM c10BOM €€ JIMIIO CTAHOBUJIOCHh BCE
OnenHee.

— Kakum Obl KaMeHHBIM OH HU ObLT, — TPOJOJIKAJT MAPKU3, — €CJIA OH BBITIET 3TO 3€JIbe,
OH TIPEBPATUTCS B 3BEpSl.

— Yro?..

TonbKo Tenepsb CMBICI Ha4aJ IOXOIUTh 10 He€. To ekapcTtBo. Manenbkuii hiiakod. OH He ObLT
JIeKapcTBOM. DTO ObLT HAPKOTHK. BUKTOpPHS MOUYBCTBOBANA, KaK €€ PYKH HAUMHAIOT qpokarh. OHa
BCIIOMHMJIA SAIIUK B CBOeW KomHare. PakoH BcE ellé jexas TaM. MBICIb O TOM, YTO TaKasl BElIb
BCE 3TO BpeMsl HAXOWJIACh PAAOM C Hel, 3acTaBwiia e€ moxojaoAeTs. MapKku3 3aMeTus1 BhlpakeHue
e€ Jmua.

OH HaKJIOHWICS OJIMKe Y TUXO MPOIIeTITA:

— He nymaii au o uém. [1pocto aenaii To, 4To 51 TOBOPIO.

Ero rosoc cran XonogHbIm.

— TonpKo Tax ThI, 51 ¥ Hallla CEMbsI BbIKUBEM.

OH npoaoyKuI, MOYTH HIENOTOM:

— 41 nam Tebe BcE HeoOxomumoe. Bc€, uTo Tebe HyKHO — 3TO MCIONb30BaTh UX Ha TepIore.
Torga Bc€ NOMAET Tak, Kak JOJDKHO.

Mapku3 MojiokKWI PyKU Ha e€ IJIeUu.

Ero nasblibl C:kaauch CUIbHEE.

— Tlonumaers?

BukTtopus cMoTpena Ha Mo oTia. B ero mia3zax He ObLIO HU Karulv Teruia.

TonpKko pacyer.

OHa kpernko 3axMypuiack. I meneHHo kuBHYsa. Mapkus cpasy ornycrui e€. Ha ero nuie
TMOSIBUJIACH JIOBOJIbHAS YJTHIOKA.

— Bor 310 MO4 10Yb.

OH crerka noxJonaJn €€ 1o 1ieyy.

— Toiipém obparHo. Ecnu mMbl OygeM OTCYTCTBOBATH CIMIIKOM JIOJTO, FePLOr MOKET 4TO-
HUOY/Ib 3aTI0/I03PUTh.

OH BblILLIENT U3 KOMHATHL. [IBepb THXO 3aKkpbulach. BUKTOpHUs ocranachk oqHa.

E€ pyku Bcé emi€ apoxkanu. OHa crienuia najblibl, MITasICh YHATD 3Ty ApoKb. [LIok He mpoxo-
1. MBICIb O TOM, YTO € IpeAJiaraloT CeJarh...

bbuta mouTy HEBLIHOCUMOIA.

«JlaTh cBOEMY MYXKYy HAPKOTHUK... YTOOBI IPEBPATUTH €T0 B 3BEPSL...»

Ona mennenHo BaoxHyna. M 3acraBuia cedst uaru. Korna oHa BepHynach B cajl, AJIeKCaHIp
cujen 3a yaiHeiM cTomkoM. OH HaOmonast 3a TpeHUPOBKO peitiapeit. Korma Buktopus nojorna,
OH TOBEPHYJ royioBy. M MX B3MJIs/IbI BCTPETUIIUCH.

Cepaue Buktopuu npornyino. OHa HEpBHO BJIOXHYJIA. BCIo KU3HB €€ yuriii ObITh TIOCTYIITHON
J0YEpbIO.

Mapku3 KOHTPOJIMPOBAJ €€ pellieHus.

Eg ciosa.

E€ cynp0y.

Ho ceitvac...

OHa He MoIJ1a BBITIOJTHUTD €r0 MPUKas.

[TotoMy 4TO 3TO 03HAYAIO ObI HABPEAUTH AJIEKCAH/IPY.

A oHa...
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Hecmorps Hu Ha uro...

He xorena npuuunATh eMy Bpea. OHa meurtana o apyroM. O TMXUX oTHomeHusX. ['ne oHu
MOTJTH ObI TIOCTENIEHHO Y3HaTh IpyT apyra. [ ne 3a0ota Obiia Obl HaCTOSAIIEH. A He BHIHYXIeHHOU. He
JIOCTUTHYTOM C TIOMOIIIBIO JIEKAPCTB ¥ OOMaHa.

— Tenepb Mbl MOXEM UATUA?

I'onoc Anekcanzpa npo3Byyan criokoiHo. Ho kak Bceraa — X0J01HO.

N, xak Bcerna, or 31010 B rpyay BUKTOpUM THXO 3aHBUIO CEpALe.

keksk

KomHarts! yxe norpyxaiuce B MArkue BeuepHue TeHu. VX nocieiHuil 4eHb B UMIIEpaTOPCKOM
JBOPIIE TIPOIIEN YIUBUTETBHO CIIOKOWHO — 0e3 CKaHIaJIOB, 0e3 HEOKUAAHHBIX BU3UTOB U Oe3 MpH-
aBopHo# cyethl. Ho mopora oGpatHo B pe3uneHimio Bemkoro repriora okasanace nonroit. Kapera
TpsICach HA KAMEHHBIX JOPOrax MOYTH MOJJHS, U KOIZa HAKOHELl NOKa3aJuCh 3HAKOMBIE BOPOTA,
COJIHIIE YK€ MeJIEHHO KJIOHMJIOCh K TOPU30HTY, OKpaIlIvBasi HeOO B TEMUIBIA 30JI0THCTO-PO30OBbIN
LBET.

Bukrtopus 4yyBCTBOBala CTpaHHyI0 ycTanocTb. He cToibKo (pU3MYecKylo, CKOJIBKO BHYTPEH-
Hio0. Korna ytakeil oYTUTeIbHO MpeJIokKIII OATh YKMH, OHA JIMIIb TUXO MOKavyaJia roJI0BOM.

— Her... 6naromapio.

E€ ronoc mpo3Bydan MATko, HO Kak Oyaro nanéko. OHa cpa3y HarpaBWIach B CBOW TOKOU.
Boane neepu yxe xnana BuBbeH. Kak Bcerga akkypaTHasi, ¢ UIEaIbHO YJIOKEHHBIMH BOJIOCAMU U
TOH caMOil UICKpEHHE! YJIBIOKOM, KOTOpast iefana e€ MPUCYTCTBIE HEMHOTO YCTIOKAUBAIOIIINM.

— Benukas reproruss! — pagocTHO npousHecaa oHa. — Kak mponuia Bama noesnaka? Bel,
JOJDKHO OBITh, YCTasn?

BuxTopus 4yTh yabI0OHYTaCh.

— Jla... HeMHoOroO.

OHa cHsJ1a epYaTKy ¥ TUXO CIIPOCUJIA:

— V¥ T1e6s BcE xoporo?

— Koneuno, Baie BoicouectBo. He kenaete m cHavasa nepeoaeThes?

— Jla, noxasyiicra.

BuBbeH momMorna el CMEHUTh JIOPOKHOE IJIaThe Ha JIETkoe JomaiiHee. TkaHb Oblia MSATKOW
1 CBOOOTHOM, M KOTJa TSKETBI KOPCET HAKOHEIl ucue3, BUKTOpUs NMOYYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €€ TUieun
HeMHOro paccnabwimck. Ho criokoiicTBre HIoch Hedoaro. BepHyBIIMCh B CaibHIO, OHA Cpasy
HarpaBwiach K mkady. E€ maru cranmum mennenHee. OHa OTKpbUIa SIUK. Pyku cierka apoxani,
KOIJla OHA Hayasla UCKaTh LIKATYJKY, CIPATAHHYI0 B CAaMOM JaJIbHEM yIily. MajleHbKylo, TEMHYIO, C
IIPOCTBIM JIATYHHBIM 3aMKOM. B Hell Jiekaiu nucbMa OTLa... U TOT caMblil ¢iakoH. Koria nasblipl
KOCHYJIMCh JIepeBa, OHa OOJIETYEHHO BBIIOXHYIIA.

Ho B crenyiomiee MrHOBeHUe €€ IbIXaHue 000PBAJIOCh.

— Yro?..

E€ ronoc npo3Byyas noYTH IENOTOM.

[katynka Oputa OTKpBITa. BUkTOpHs ObUIa yBepeHa, uto 3anupana e€. OHa OCTOPOKHO TMOJI-
HslJIa KPBILIKY.

I1ycro.

dnakoHa He ObLIO.

ITucem toxe.

KpoBb MenieHHo ommiia ot e€ uua.

OHa HEeCKOJIbKO CeKYHJ MPOCTO CMOTpeJia BHYTPb, CIIOBHO HAJEsACh, YTO MPEAMETHI BIPYT
MOSIBATCS TaM CHOBA.

— BuBbeH...

Tonoc eé pporuysn. ['opHUYHAS KaK pa3 3ampasiisiia MOCTeb U Cpa3y 0OEpHYIaCh.

— Jla, Bame BricouecTBo?
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— Th1... He yOupasach 31ech? B atom mikady?

BuBbeH yIMBIEHHO CKJIIOHWIIA TOJIOBY.

— Her, s He Tporana stot mkag. A 4ro ciyuunock? Yto-To npomnano?

Ecnu at0 Obl1a He BuBbeH...

Toraa kro?

OpHa 13 CITy)XaHOK.

BuxTopusi MeasieHHO 3akpbula mKaryiky. E€ nBrkeHus1 ObTM CIOKOMHBIMH, HO BHYTPH BCE

CXKUMaAJIOCh.

— BuBbeH... He MorJia Obl ThI TPUBECTH TOPHUYHBIX, KOTOpbIE YOUPAIUCh B MO KOMHate?
— Koneuno! 4 ceituac.
Korga nBepp 3akpbutack, Buktopus octanach ogHa. OHa Havaia XOOUTh 1O KOMHaTe. Men-

JenHo. IIlar 3a marom.

«[TuceMa... He Tak crpantHo. OHU ObUTH OOBIYHBIMU. OTelT THCal O €€ 3M0POBbE, O TIOJIOKEHUH

CeMbH, 0 HEOOXOOMMOCTH OBITh OCTOpOXHOW. Hiuero, uto Morio Obl BRI3BaTh CEpbhE3HBIE TOJO3PE-

HHA.

Ho ¢nakon...

3t0 OBLIO APYTOE.

Ecnu KTO-TO MOHS1I, 4TO 3TO 3a JIEKapCTBO...»

Eé€ cepnue cxanock.

Ona ocTaHOBHWJIACH Y OKHA U ITTyOOKO BIOXHYJIA.

«HyXHO ycrIOKOUTBCS.»

Uepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT JBEPh CHOBA OTKpbLIack. BUBbEH BOIILIAa BMECTE C HECKOJIBKUMU IOp-

HHWYHBIMMU.

— Bamne BricouecTBo, 51 mprBesia Tex, KTo yOupascs B Ballei criajibHe MOCieIHIe THH.
Ciy’aHKU BBICTPOMIIUCH B PSIJT ¥ HU3KO MOKJIOHMIINCH. Ha MX nuiiax unTanoch OecroKOUCTBO.

OHU SIBHO HE IIOHUMAJIN, 3a4€M UX BBI3BAJIA.

HYyJIa.

BuxkTopus nocrapaiack roBOPUTh CIIOKOMHO.

— KT10-HuOYIp U3 Bac TpOraj MIKATyJIKy B 9TOM SIIIUKE?

OmHa ykazana Ha mkad. Ciry’kaHKu cpa3y MoKavajau rojloBaMu.

— Ciy’xaHKY HE MMEIOT IpaBa TPOraTh BEIH TOCMIOXKH. ..

— 4 BUIena mKarynaky, Korjaa youpanack, HO He MpUKacaaach K Heil.

WX nunia BBIMIsAEM UCKpeHHe pacTepssHHbIMU. [lociie kKopoTkoro Momvanusi Bukropusi Kus-

— Xopoto. Moxere uaTu.

OHu OBICTPO MOKJIOHUJIUCH W BBIIILTH.

B KoMHare CHOBa CTajo THXO.

«Kro0 e Torma...»

— Baie BricouecTBo.

Huskuii Mykckol rosioc npo3Byyal 3a €€ ClMHOW. BUKTOpUS B3/1pOrHya.

AJIeKCaHIp yKe CTOsI B ABEPSX.

OH npo1én MUMO TOPHUYHBIX, KOTOpbIE TOPOIUIMBO MOKMHYJIM KOMHATY M 3aKPbLUIM JBEPb.

Ternepb oHu ocTauch BABOEM. OH MOIOIIEN OJIIKe.

Ero smiio, kak Bcerga, HUYEro He BhIPakaio.

— Yo TH ENana?

— 4... mpocTo KOe 0 YEM CcrpalmBalia CIIyKaHOK.

Ona cMoTpena Ha Hero ¢ JIErkum HegoyMeHreM. OH peIko TPUXOIIT B e€ KOMHaTy Oe3 mpe-

OYIPEXICHUS.

AJieKcaHIp MeJJIEHHO OIJIsijIe]l KOMHATY. 3aTeM CHOBa MOCMOTpET Ha HeE.
— Jlymaro, Tbl YTO-TO MCKaJA.
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BukTopus HaxMypuiiace.

— ..Yt0?

OH nogHsAT pyKy.

— CnyyaiiHo, He 3T10?

E€ nmpixanve octaHoBUIIOCH. B ero masbiiax ObUT TOT camblid (piiakoH.

MaJieHbKMIA CTEKJISIHHBIH ITy3bIPEK.

Tot campblii.

— Ilouemy...

E€ rma3a gpornynu. AsiekcaHap cMOTpes Ha HE€ BHUMATEJIBHO.

— 370 TO, 0 YEM THI CIIpAIIMBAJIA CITyKaHOK.

OH cpenan mar 6mke. PaccrosiHue Mesxay HUIMUA COKpPATHIIOCH.

— 3auem 1ebe 3107

I'y6s1 Buktopum 3agpoxanu. OHa nomkHa Obuta ckasars. Ckazars mpaBay. Uto oHa gaxe He
3HAJIa, YTO 3TO 3a JiekapcTBo. Uto codupanack BeIOpocHTh ero. Ho cioa He Beixonwiu. ['opio 6ynro
CKaJIOCh.

IToromy 4TO OHa MOHMMAJIA...

Kak 61 310 HU 3ByUasio. Jliodoe oObsicHeHHe OyAeT BB IETh onpaBaanreM. Ho Oosbiiie Bcero
€€ Myrajy ero riasa.

Onu cranm xonoaHee.

l'opazno xononHee.

— Twi Bcerna Benémb ceOsi Tak HEBUHHO... — TUXO cKasas oH. Ero ronoc 6b1 criokoiHsiM. Ho
TOJ1 3TUM CHOKOMCTBHEM YyBCTBOBAJIACH 3JIOCTb.

— Kak Oyaro HU4Yero He 3Haelb.

OH nozHsT (JIAKOH YyTh BBIIIE.

— A g ¥ He 3HaJI, 4TO y TeOs eCTh AOCTYH K appoan3uaKy st COOCTBEHHOTO MYXa.

Ha ero rybax mosiBuiach xojonHasi ycMmenika. Becero Ha mraosenue. Ho atoro Obu1o 1octa-
TouHO. Hactpoenue Asiekcanpa UCTIOPTUIIOCH.

CusbHo.

W npuunHOii 3TOMY CHOBA CTaja OHa.

I'maBa 8

B tot nenn, korna Buktopus 6e3 paspelieHus yCHyJIa B €ro CriajibHe BO JIBOpIIE, AJIEKCAaHID
WCITBITAJT CTpaHHOE UyBCTBO. CHauana — paszapaxenue. OH TeprieTb He MOT, KOrja KTO-TO BTOPraJicsi
B €r'o IIPOCTPAHCTBO. Ero nmokou 6I>UII/I OJHUM U3 HEMHOI'UX MECT, I'’I€ OH MOTI IIO3BOJIUTH ce6e TUIIHUHY
Y OOMHOYECTBO. A Terepb Tam, Ha ero JUBaHe, Jiekala OHa — JI0Yb YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPOro OH HeHa-
BUEII OOJIBIIIE BCETO.

Ho koraa on nogomén 67vske v yBujiesn eé aurio... YTo-To B ero rpyayd Ha MrHOBEHHUE APOTHYJIO.
E€ npixanue ObUIO HEPOBHBIM, JIO0 BJIQKHBIM OT X0JoHOoro noTa. II[Eku nobeanem 10 60/1e3HEHHOM
MIPO3PAYHOCTH.

Omna ObUTa HEe TIPOCTO CIISAIICH.

Ona 6puta GOJTHHA.

[Tostomy oH BbI3BaJ Bpaya. Ho nmaxe otmaBas npukas, AJEKCaHIp MPEKPACHO MOHUMAT —
€My BCE PaBHO.

7KviBa oHa WM yMpPET — 3TO HE MMeJIO Il Hero 3HavyeHus1. VIHorma emy gake Ka3ajloch, U4To
ObL10 OBI TTpoIIe, ecu Obl OHa yMeprna. Toraa 3Ta HaBsi3aHHAs CBSAI3b Ucyessia Obl camMa cOOO.

U BceE xe...

OH Bc€ paBHO Mo3Bas Bpaya. Bo3MOkHO, 3TO OBLJIO JIUIIIb MTHOBEHHOE IYBCTBO.

Kanocrs.
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C1oBO, KOTOpOE COBEPILIEHHO He nmoaxoauio Asiekcanapy Bunuecrepy.

— XoJI0AHO. ..

Ona 6penuina. HeckopKko 4acoB.

JlekapcTBO MOCTENEHHO CHUXKAIO Kap, HO €€ TeJio BCE ellé Apoxkaso, OyITo ei ObLUIO XOJIOTHO
JaXe TOJ TSKEIBIM OJESIIOM. AJIEKCAH[IP CTOSIT Y OKHA Y TTOYTH HE cMOTpe Ha Hee. [louru.

WNHoraa ero B3ms BCE ke CKOMB3UI B CTOPOHY KpoBaTh. OHa Ka3ajlach CTPAaHHO MAaJIEHBKOM.

CaMIIKOM XpYIIKOM.

Cnycrst Bpems e€ Beku AporHyau. OHa oTKpbuia 1m1a3a. OHM ObLIM BIaKHBIMA — CJIOBHO OHA
TOJIBKO YTO IlJIaKaJla BO CHE.

— ...Bamme BricouectBO?

E€ ronoc ObUT TUXUM U PaCTEPSHHBIM.

Ha MraoBenue AJiekcaHip NOYYBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO.

Ilepen HUM cuzena KeHIMHA C HENPUATHO KpacUBbIMU I1a3aMu. Te camble m1a3a. OHU Haro-
MUHAJM eMy Mapku3a. Ml OqHOBpeMEHHO COBEPIIIEHHO He ObUTH Ha HETO TIOXOKH.

Mapku3z Cant-Kisp ObU1 4eioBekoM MpOCThIM 1Sl TOHUMaHusA. Ero Mbiciu Beera JBUrasmch
B OJJHOM HalpaBJIEHUH — BJIACTh, BBITOAA, KOHTPOJIb.

Ho Buxkropusi...

Omna Obuta apyroit. E€ Obuto TpyaHO mpouunTath. MHOTIA OHA Ka3anach MOKOPHOM M THUXOW.
WNHorpa — ynpsmoii. A uHorja e€ ria3a CTaHOBUJIMCh TAKUMU UCKPEHHUMHU, UTO 3TO BbI3bIBAJIO Pa3-
npaxenue. [loromy yTo Anekcanap He TOHUMAaJl — 3TO MPAB/A WM JIUIIb UTPA.

— 4l... — OHa TOPOIIMBO 3aroBOpuIIa. — I MPOCTO XOTeJIa KOe-4TO BaM CKasarb. 51 mpuiiia
cloJja He B HaJek/Ie Ha YTO-TO MOJOOHOE. ..

Omna nonbiTanack Berath. CiniikoM pe3ko. E€ Horu He Bbiiepkaid. OHa COCKOIb3HYJIa ¢ KPo-
BaTH U MOYTH pyxHyJa Ha 1noj. TOHKui 3ByK yzlapa 3XOM pa3jajicsi B KOMHare. AJIeKCaHp HaxXMy-
puICs.

OH He NOHMMAJT, ToYeMy e€ MaJIeHbKOE TEJIO B STOT MOMEHT BBITIISIZIENIO TAKMM OECIIOMOIIIHBIM.
W em€ MeHblile OH NOHMMAJI, [I0YEMY, KOI/Ia OHa C TPYJOM IONbITAIaCh MOAHATHCS U CECTh Ha MOy,
B €r0 I'py/Id BO3HUKJIO CTPAaHHOE YyBCTBO.

[Tourwn...

Buna.

AJekcaHip pe3Ko OTBEIN B3MJIsAI. ITO YyBCTBO ObLIO uyXuM. HerpremieMbiM. DTa KeHIMHA
HE MMeJia TIpaBa BbI3bIBAaTh Y HEro Takue sMoluu. Jlaxke eciu Obl y Hero OblIo BCE BpeMsi MHpa, OH
HUKOra Obl He TIOTPATUJI ero Ha 10ub Mapku3a Cant-Kiap.

Tenepb, B HACTOSAIIEM, OH JIEpXkajl B pyKax MaJleHbKUI CTEKJIIHHbIN (pi1akoH. Ha HEM nelicTBu-
TEJILHO ObLIa HAJIIIUCK.

— 9M... Bamie BricodecTBo... 9T0 HE TO, UTO S UCKAJA...

BuxTopusi cMoTtpena Ha Hero nouty ymossionie. E€ rinaza cHoBa ObUTH TAKMMHU K€ — MCKPEH-
HUMM, BJIAKHBIMU, TOTOBBIMU BOT-BOT HAIIOJTHUTBCS CIIE3AMHU.

— Xa...

Anekcanzp Tuxo ycMexHyscs. CKONMbKUX JTI0[ed OHa yxe 0OMaHyJa STUM JIMIOM?

Hecatku?

Corau?

Ha mMruoBeHue OH MO4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK pa3pa’keHre BCIBIXUBAET BHYTPH.

MBbIC/Ib O TOM, YTO OH MOT BBIIIMTH 3TO 3€JIb€ M TPEBPATUTHCS B OE3yMHOE KUBOTHOE... 3acTa-
BUJIa €r0 YCMEXHYTbCA ellé XonoaHee. OH MpeKpacHo 3Hall, 4TO 3TO 3a BEILECTBO.

Emy He cocTaBuIO Tpya BbISICHUTD.

Heckosnpko aHei Ha3aJ OnuH U3 €ro CIyr MOACITYIIal pa3roBop.

— Baiie BricouectBo, mapku3 Cant Kisp taiiHo cBsizasics ¢ Benukon repiioruseit.

Cnyra nepenai eMy 3anvcKy. B Heli ObUIO 3aMMCaHO MOYTH CJIOBO B CJIOBO.
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Mapkus npukasaj BUKTopum UcIonbp30Barh JEKapCTBO Ha IepLiore.

A Bukropus...

OTBeTnIa, YTO CHEJIAET ITO.

[IpounTaB nuceMo, AjekcaHp He MpPOsIBUI HUKAKUX SMoLMi. OH MPOCTO OTAA INpHKa3.
OObICcKaTh €€ KOMHATY.

Kaxnpiii yrom.

Kaxnapii Ammk.

KOF)IEI JIIOOW BEPHYJIUCb, OHU IIPHUHECIIN TO, YTO OH OKMUAaJl YBUICTh.

PrakoH.

N nucema.

ITO BElEeCTBO MHOTJA UCTIONB30BATM KaK CPeCTBO sl Bo30yxaeHus. Ho 1o Obl1 He 0ObIY-
HBII ipenapar. B Hero OblM 00ABIEHBI TAJUTIOLIMHOTEHBl — PEJKUE WHTPEAUEHTHI, KOTOPbIE TAHO
pacnpoCTpaHsUIMCh Cpeu HEKOTOPhIX ABOpsH. [lociie Hero yenoBek Tepsil KOHTposb. M He TosbKo
HaJl CBOMM JKEJIAaHUEM.

— 41... 1 HUKOT/IA He coOMpasTach UCTIONB30BATh TO BEIeCTBO! — royoc Buktopun coppascsi.
— 4 cobupanack BHIOPOCUTD €ro!

Omna orcTynuia Hazaf.

Hcnyrannas.

Pacrepsinnas.

OryasiHHasl.

Ho Anekcannp yxe He ciymiall.

— JInst MeHsI 3TO He UMeeT 3HaYeHM .

OH niepeOw1 e€ CIIOKOWHO. 3aTeM MeJICHHO OTKPBLT (hIakoH. 3arax TpaB ¥ TOpevd MOIHSLIICT
B Bo3AyX. OH HakJIOHWI pyKy. U BbUIMI coiepKMMOe Ha MO0 e€ MaThs. KUIKOCTh BIIUTAIACH
B Oesnyio TKaHb. [Tomon MrHoBeHHO moteMHel. [TATHO pacnonsiock mo TKaHu. BUKTOpus 3acThuia.
CJ0BHO He Bepujia TOMY, YTO ITPOUCXOIUT.

— BaxHO TONBKO OHO, — XOJoAHO ckazas Asekcanap. OH cMoTpen Ha He€ 6e3 BCSAKOro
BBIpaXXEHUA.

— Tenepb y MeHsI HET HA OIHOM NMPUYKMHBI YBaKaTh TeOsI.

E€ raza Havamm kpacHets. OHa cMOTpesia Ha MCHOPYEHHOE IUIaThe, CJIOBHO 3TO ObLIO HE
MIPOCTO MATHO. A YTO-TO ropasao Oosbiiee. YTO-TO OKOHYATENIBHO CIIOMaHHOE. AJleKcaHap OpochI
mmyctoi (piiakoH Ha 1moj1. CTekJIo pa3ouiioch ¢ pe3kuM 3ByKoM. Buktopus B3apornyna. OHa mogHsiia
r1a3a Ha Hero. E€ ryOsl gpoxkarnm.

— Bamre BricouecTso...

Ho Anekcannp yxe orBepHysicsa. OH naxe He ctai ciaymiarhk. [IBepb pacnaxnysack. M uepes
MI'HOBEHHE C TPOMKUM YJapOM 3aKpbLIach 3a HUM.

B koMmHare ocranach TOJIBKO THIIMHA.

N Bukropus, crosimas cpeid OCKOJIKOB CTEKJIA.

keksk

— ITocmoTpu... OHa CHOBA 37€Ch.

— Heyxenu eii He Haoeno?

— Eciu ero BeicouecTBo €€ urHopupyer, HoueMy OHa MPOJOJIKAET IPUXOIUTD?..

[Iénor ciyr TuXo pacTekalics Mo [IaBHOMY 311y, Kak XOJIOJHbIA BETep.

Bukropus ciblinana kaxzaoe cioo. Ho He octanoBuiiack. OHa IpocTo Mpolia MUMO, CJIOBHO
HUYETrO HE IIPOU30LLIO.

E€ maru Obui MeaJIeHHBIMU, aKKYPaTHBIMH — TaK, Kak y4wid B gerctBe. CriuHa mpsimas,
NoO0POAOK clierka MogHAT. Jliobast apyras kKeHIMHA, YCIBIIAB TaKAe Pa3rOBOPHI, MOCTICIIIIA Obl
yiti. Ho Buktopus npogonkana NpuxoquThb. Yke HECKOIbKO THer noapsaa. Kaxaoe yTpo.

Kaxplil pa3 Hagesch, 4TO CETOIHs OH BCE-TAKU OCTAHOBUTCS U BBICITYIIAET €€.
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Ho Anekcannp He pa3roBapuBal C Hell.

On 6ynro nepectan e€ 3amMedars. CIOBHO OHA ObUIa HE YEJIOBEKOM, a 4acThio MeOesu B co0-
CTBEHHOM JIOME.

W Bcé xe Bukropus He cnaBanachk.OH UMe NpaBo 3/uThes. ViMen npaBo HenpaBUIIbHO MOHSTh
e€. Ho oHa He Mora MO3BOJMIUTH 3TOMY HEIOPa3yMEHMIO OCTaThCsl MeXAy HMMHU HaBcerga. OHa
JOJKHA OblTa OOBSCHUTHCS.

— Baie BricouecTBo.

Korma Anekcanap BOIIET B MPUXOKYIO0, BOKPYT HEro cpa3y 0Opa3oBaJIOCh MPUBBIYHOE IBVIKE-
Hue. Clyry MOKJOHWIUCh, OTCTyNas K cteHam. OH MpoIIén MUMO HUX, HE OCTaHABJIMBasCh. Bbico-
KW, IPSIMO#1, B TEMHOW (pOpMe — CJIOBHO BhICEUEHHBIN U3 KaMHs. U nmpowmén mumo Bukropum.

CnoBHo e€ Tam He Obu10. OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK BHYTPU UTO-TO OOJIE3HEHHO Ckayochk. Ho
BCE PaBHO NOCHEIINIA 3a HAM.

— Bame BricodecTBo... TOAOXKIUTE MUAHYTY.

OH yxe nmoutu JAomeNn 10 aeepHoro npoéma. M torma Bukropus chenana To, 4yero HUKOrAa
paHbllie He ocMenrBaiach. OHa cxBaTuia ero 3a pyKy. AJIEKCaHAp PE3KO OCTAHOBUJICS.

Ero B3m1s1 MeyIeHHO OIYCTHIICS Ha €€ MaJiblibl, CKaBLIME PyKaB €ro MyH/AMpA.

3areM OH TOJIHSLI TJ1a3a Ha He€. B ero B3misae He ObUIO HU YIUBJICHUS.

Hu tenna.

Tomnbko X004,

BuxTopus nepikana ero pyky o0eruMu JaioHsIMU, OyATO 00sIach, YTO OH UCUE3HET, €CIU OTITY-
ctut. E€ nuiio ObUIO OMMyIeHo.

— OnHy MUHYTY... TIOXKAJTYHUCTA... TOTOBOPUTE CO MHOM.

Eé ronoc 3Byyan tuxo. Ho otyasiHHO.

AJekcaHp cMOTpes Ha He€ HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/[l. 3aTeM THUXO CKaza:

— [louemy Tbl HUKaK HE OCTAaHOBUILILCS ?

OH nmepeOwI e€, Ipek/ie YeM OHa ycIesia CKa3aTh YTO-TO eIlie.

— PasBe 51 He roBopusI TeOe? — MPOIOIKUII OH XOJIOMHO. — BoznepkuBaiicst OT OgOOHBIX
BU3UTOB IO yTPaM.

— MHe HykHO cKa3aTh BaM KOE-UTo...

Ha s1ot pa3 Bukrtopus roopuia tBép:ke. OHa noaHsiia rojoBy. Ho B oTBeT ero B3rvisj crai
TOJIBKO XOJIOZIHEE.

— [oyemMy THI HEe MOHMMaEIb? — €ro roJI0C CTaJl JeASTHBIM. — ] He UCTIBITHIBAIO K TeOe HU
KaIUTM yBaKEHUSI.

OTH cJI0Ba yHaJIU MEXy HUMU, KaK TSKENbIA KaMEHb.

— Tak 4TO HE HyXHO 3TUX UIp.

OH cMoTpen npsiMO Ha Hee.

— IIpocro ocraBaiics B cBOel KOMHATE.

Buxkrtopus crosiia HenoneukHO. CHapy k1 OHA BBIIJISIJIENIA CIIOKOMHOIA.

Ho e€ pyku gpoxanu.

Cnyru BOKpYT 3aMepJiu.

Hexoropble ykpaako# neperssabBaich.

Bce B 3aMke 3Hasu, 4TO repuor XoloJeH K cBoel xeHe. Ho yBuzieTh 310 cCBOMMU IIa3amu...
Boiio coBcem apyrum. Barsaa Anekcanapa Obut He TPOCTO XOMOAHBIM. OH ObLT KECTOKHIM.

— Ecnum TBOei 11e71b10 ObLIO UCTIOPTUTHh MHE YTPO, — CKa3ajl OH, — MOXeIllb CUUTaTh, YTO
TeOe 3TO y/IaIoch.

OH pe3Ko CcTpsXHYJ e€ pyKy. Buktopust He conpoTuBiisiiack. E€ manbiipl MPpoCcTO pa3Kaiuch.
Anekcanp pa3BepHyJics U ymen. Yepe3s MrHOBEHHE €ro 1ark pacTBOPWIIKCH 3a JBepblo. OHa ocra-
nack ofHa. III€not ciyr cHoBa 3ameBenuiicsi BOKpyr He€. Ho Teneps oH 3Bydan tumie. OHE OBICTPO
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Pa3oILIUCh IO CBOUM MecTaM. HUKTO He XOTes OKa3aThCsl CIUIIKOM OJM3KO K 3TOMY YHHKEHHMIO.
Korpma 3a omycren, Buktopusi MejieHHO OTBepHYJIach. E€ M0 ObLJIO COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOWHBIM.

Hekorna 6b110 00MXaThCS.

Hexkora Obu10 CcTpaiaTs.

Ona cHOBa BCIIOMHMJIA KJISITBY, KOTOPYIO MOBTOPsijTa ce0e MHOTO pas.

«51 BBITIOJTHIO CBOM JOJT. §I CTaHy MOJIE3HOM 1Sl HETO.»

Jlaxe eciy OH HUKOI/A €€ He IPOCTUT.

Ona ObL1a TOTOBA.

«CHauasia 1 MpoCMOTpI0 OyXraarepckue KHUrH... [IoToM ocMOTpio 3aMOK — BIpYT TJIEe-TO

HYKEH PEMOHT... A €CJI1 OCTaHeTCs BPeMSL...»

— l'epuoruns... Bbl B nopsiake?

Bukropus yxe nogHMManace 1o JEeCTHULIE, KOrja e€ Jorsana BusbeH.

l'opHuuHas cMoTpesia Ha He€ ¢ TpeBOro. BUKTOpHsI HAXMypHIIach.

— Jla... KOHEYHO.

Ho BuBbeH 0CTOPOKHO KOCHYJIACH €€ PYKHU.

— I'epuoruns...

Ona nocrana riarok. Y Tonpko Torna Bukropus nonsiia. E€ o 66110 MOKpbIM. CIE3BI THXO

cTekaym no mekam. OHa Jaxe He 3aMETuJIa, KOrjga HadaJia IjIaKkaThb.

— Toxanyiicta... n1aBaiiTe BEepHEMCS B Ballly KOMHaTy, — TUXO cka3aia BusbeH. OnHa ocro-

POKHO BBITEpPJIA €€ CIE3bI IIaTKOM. BUKTOpUMS 3aKkpbula I71a3a Ha MrHOBeHMe. Bcé mpoucxoasiee
Ka3aJ10Ch KAKUM-TO HepeasibHbIM. ByTo 310 mpourcxonuio He ¢ Heil. ClIE3bl BCE paBHO MPOIOIKATIH

TEYb.

— Crnacu6o, BuBbeH... — THXO cka3aia oHa. — I B mopsiike. Mosxenb UATH.

Ona He noHMMaJIa, IOYeMy IUIaverT.

«$1 mpocro norosopio ¢ HUM. 11 Bc€ Hasagurcs. »

OHa Bepua.

[TotoMy 4TO MHOT]Aa — OYEHb PEIKO — OH BCE-TAKU MPOSBIISLT K HEl 100poTYy.

Koporkyto.

EnBa 3amertHy0.

Ho nacrosyio.

W ei1 kazanock, 4To rae-To IIyOOKO BHYTPH Yy Hero ecth cepaue. Cepalie, KOTOpoe OTHaX bl

CMOXET IPUHATS €€.

OHa rimyOo0KO BJOXHYJIA.

Ho Horu moyemy-To He CITyIIaIUCh.

[MogHUMAThCS O JIECTHUIIE CTAJIO TSKeJI0. B 3TOT MOMEHT B TaMSITH BCILIBLTHU CJIOBA MAPKU3BI.
Kecrokue.

SnoBuTkIE.

«He ob6onbmaiics. To, 94To ThI cTajla BEJIMKOUN repIioriHel, HIYero He MeHsIeT.»

«Kak ObI ThI HM CKpBIBAJIA 3TO... TBOSI KPECThSIHCKAS HATYpa BCE PaBHO BBIIAET TeOs.»
«ThI Bcero Juib BHEOpauHbIN peOEHOK.»

CrnoBa cHOBa 1 cHOBa 3By4asiu B rojioe. Kak meénor. Kak Hacmenika.

«Pa3Be oM HU3KOrO MPOMCXOKICHUS UMEIOT TIPABO MEUTATh O CYACThe 7»
Bukropus pe3ko nokayasa rojioBoil.

Cné3pl cHOBa Hayau Kamath. OHa cxkaja ryosl.

— Bcé B nopske...

Eé ronoc nporny.

— Bcé nanagurcs.

OHa noBTOpSsijIa 9TO CHOBA.

U cHoBa.
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Kak monutay.

Kak 3aknuHanue.

Ona npuKycuia ry0y Tak CHIIBHO, YTO TIOYyBCTBOBAJIA BKYC KPOBH.
Ho Bc€ paBHO npozorkana menTars:

— Bcé... Hamaaurcs.

I'masa 9

Anekcanp BCE pexke MOSIBIISUICS B 3aMKe. PaHblile ero oTcyTcTBUE HUKOIO He yauBiisio. OH
4YacTo yeskall Mo JejlaM — WHCIIEKTUPOBAJI TapHU30HBI, BCTPEUAsICSl ¢ YNHOBHUKAMM, TTPOBOIMI
BpeMs B cronuue. Ho naxe torga oH Beerna Bo3Bpaluajics. 3aMOK OCTaBaJICsl €ro JI0MoM. Tenepb
ke BC€ U3MeHWI10Ch. Ero orbe3pl ctaiu JyimHHee. MIHoraa OH He MOSIBIISUICS 110 HECKOJIBbKY JIHEH, a
Terneph MpolUIa yke MOoYTH MooBUHA Mecsta. Ciyru Hayaiyd NepenienThiBaThCcsl B KOPUIOpaxX, Ha
KyXHe, B ipadyedHoii. Bce roopuim 06 ogHoM. [prumnnoii 6bi1a Buktopusi.

OHa crplmiana 37o.

Nuorpa npsmo.

MHorna — ckBO3b CTEHBI, CKBO3b MOMYOTKPHITHIE IBEPH, B TUXUX Pa3roBOpax, KOTOPbIE OOPHI-
BaJIUCh, KaK TOJIbKO OHa mosBisuiack. Cepalie Buktopun cxumanock Bcé cuibHee. Eil kazasocs,
Oy/TO caM BO3/IyX B 3aMKe CTaJ Tsikesiee. Kaskipiii ieHb CJIOBHO 3aTATHUBAT €€ B TYTOU y3es U3 Hello-
MOHUMAaHUH, HEJJOCKa3aHHOCTE! U XOJIOAHBIX B3MIsAIOB. M OHa coBepIlleHHO He MOHMMAJa, KaK pac-
MyTaTh TOT KIyOOK.

— Benukas reprioruts, Bl TOBOPUJIH, YTO COOMPAETECh CETOIHS BBIMTH HA TIPOTYIIKY?

T'onoc BuBbeH BoIpBas e€ u3 3aayMunBOCTH. [OpHIYHAS CTOsIIa B rapaepoOHOH U nepedupaia
TJ1aThsl, BHUMATEIbHO PACCMATPUBasi TKAHU.

— [a... — BukTtopus kuBHysna. — S X0T€1a OCMOTPETH CaJl HA 3aIHEM JIBOPE.
Omna nocrapasiach yJIbIOHYThCSI.
— Torpa nyuiie HageTh TUIaThe ¢ Oolee KOPOTKOM 100KOM! — OKMBIEHHO cKaszaia BuBbeH.

— Tam nerko ncnaukars nMoxoI.

— Ja... moxaiyi, Tbl MpaBa.

Bukropus cmorpesia Ha HEE€ 4yTh JOJIbILIE, YEM CIIEN0BAJIO. B 3TOM OrpoMHOM 3aMKe BuBbeH
6I>UIa €IMHCTBEHHBIM 4Y€JIOBEKOM, KOTOprfI OTHOCHWJICS K HEN MO-HACTOAIEMY TCILIO. I/IHOFIIEI Buk-
TOPUH Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO €ciiv Obl He 3Ta AEBYIIKA, OHa Obl OKOHYATEJIbHO YTOHY/IA B OMHOUYECTBE.

BuBben Bcerga Haxomgwiaa criocod MogHATH ed HacTpoeHue. Ckaszarh 4TO-TO cMerHoe. Mmm
MPOCTO MocueTh psiaom. Ecim Obl He oHa...

B 3TOM X0NI0MHOM KaMEeHHOM 3aMKe He ObLIO Obl HM OIHOTO YeJIoBeKa, ¢ keM BukTtopus moria
ObI IIPOCTO MOTOBOPUTb.

— Hy uro k! Xopomero ausa! — Beceno ckazajna BuBbeH, mornpapiisisi JEHTH Ha IUJIAaThe.
BukTtopus KuBHY/a M HampaBwiack BO ABOp. B mociienHee Bpemsi OHa OTYasiHHO NIbITAIach HANTU
cebe kakoe-HuOyIb 3aHsaTHe. CHUAeTh B KOMHATE ObLIIO HEBBIHOCUMO. TUIIIMHA CTAHOBUJIACH CITAIITKOM
rpoMKoi. MbIcTM HAYMHAIM JaBuTh. [103TOMY OHa cTapasachk 3aHsTh cedst ueM yrogHo. Korna Buk-
TOPHSI BBIIILIA B CaJl, XOJOAHbIM OCEHHUI BO3/1yX KOCHYJICS e€ iniia. OHa OCTAaHOBUJIACH U OTJISI/IENACh.
Korzaa-To 310 MecTo, BeposiTHO, ObLJIO KpacuBbIM. Ho Tereps 3emuist BhIrIsiIena 3anyeHHou. [ psaaku
3apoCy COpHSKaMH. [JOPOXKM MOYTH MCUYE3NH MMof TpaBoidl. Mectamu 3emJisi Obljla HACTOJIBKO Oec-
TUTOTHON U TBEPIOH, UTO Ka3aslach IOUTH KaMeHHOW. OpUeHTHPOBATLCS 31ech ObUTO TpyaHO. CKOpO
JOJIDKHa 6I>UIa HaCTYIIUTb 3UMa. CaxxaTb HOBbBIE ACPEBbA NN LBECTHI YK€ HE UMEJIO CMBICJIA. BI/IKTOpI/IH
3agymaiachk. OHa nofoiia O1vke K 3aMKy U TI03Bajia TBOPELIKOTO.

— TlaBen.

[Noxuoi MyX4rHa OSIBUJICS Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT. OH ObLT aKKypaTeH, Kak BCerja: CTpo-
Uil KOCTIOM, MJIeaTbHO MIPUUYECAHHBIE CeIble BOJIOCHI, KPYTJIble OYKH Ha MEPEHOCHUIIE.
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— Jla, Bama Munocts?

— YTt0 BBI AyMaeTe O BOCCTAHOBJIEHUU 3eMJIU? — CIIOKOWHO cripocuia Bukropus. — Bos-
MO’HO, CTOMT IIOCTPOUTH OPaHKEPEIO.

[TaBen ynpas:isi1 3aMKOM MHOTO JIET.

Ewme 1o toro, kak BukTopus crana ero xo3sikoi. AjeKcaHip Majio MHTEPECOBaJICs BHYTPEH-
HUMM JieJIaMU I0Ma U TIOJIHOCTBIO JJOBEPUJI BCE EMY.

Ho Teneps...

Ternepsb B 3aMKe MOSBUJIACH BEJIMKasI reploruHs. M nmo Bcem 3aKkoHaM UMEHHO OHa JJOJDKHA ObLIa
3aHUMaTbCs 3TUMU Borpocamu. OgHako IlaBen mouemy-To He cnelmwl nepeaBarh €l ypaBjieHHUe.
OH clierka HaXMypHIICS.

— PeMoHT ceifyac 000MAETCS B KPYIIYIO CYMMY.

B ero rosnoce rpo3Byyano siBHOe HeoroOpeHne. BUKTOpHsI CIIOKOMHO MPOJOIIKUIIA!

— 4 mpocmotpena Oyxranrepckue KHUTU. Pacxopl Ha cofepkaHye 3aMKa JOBOJIBHO BBICOKH.
Bo3morkHO, opaxepest TomMoriia Obl...

— Caj vHOrJa UCTOJIB3YeTCsl PhILIAPSIMU KaK TPEHUPOBOUHAS TUIOLIAIKA.

OH niepedut e€ pe3Ko.

— BbI He MOKeTEe TPOCTO OTPEMOHTUPOBATH €ro, Bama MusocTs.

BukTOopus Ha MTHOBEHUE pacTepsiach.

B e€ rmazax menpkHya naHrka. Ho oHa ObICTPO OImycTHIa B3TJISI.

— 41... He 3HayIa 00 3TOM.

OHa KMBHYJIA.

— Torma, BO3MOXHO, MBI MOTJIA OBl Pa3pOBHSATH 3eMJTIO. DTO ClIeNIaeT TPEHUPOBKY Oosiee yao00-
HOM...

— XM.

[TaBen nornpaBui OUKHM.

— A BBl nonyunsin paspeterue Ero Beicouectsa?

BuxkTtopus 3amepna. Ha HeckosbKko cekyH[ OHa roTepsiia fap peun. OHa Bc€ eme Obia X03sii-
KOM1 3TOro JoMa.

Haxe ecu Anekcanap Obul XonofeH. E€ craryc Hukyna He mcue3. OHa MeJICHHO TOHSIIA
rasa.

— ¢ ciplana, 9To BB OTBEUaeTe 3a MOPSAOK B 3aMKe. [1oatomy permiia o0CyauTh 3TO C BAMU.

E€ ronoc ocraBasics MATKUM.

— Ho pa3Be MHe HyXHO OT/Ie/IbHO cripalunBath paspelenue Ero Beicouectsa?

JlioGast apyras qBOpSIHKA Ha e€ MecTe, BEepOsITHO, ke yaapuia Owl ero. Ho Bukropus crapa-
JIach COXPaHATh YBaXkeHHe. DTOT YeJIOBEK JOJIT0 YIpPaBisii 3aMKoM. M oHa He xoTena yHUKaTb ero.
Opnnako [aBen, moxoxe, He cOOMpAJICS OTBEYATh TEM Ke.

— Kak BHl 1 cka3asu, ynpaB/ieHle 3aMKOM HaXOAMUTCS MO MOEH I0pUCIUKIIUEH.

OH roBopwt criokoiiHo. Ho ero ciioBa ObLM XOJIOIHBIMHU.

— Opnnaxko Ero BeicoyecTBo yroMuHas Baiily... CBOEHPaBHOCTb.

BukTopus moprayia.

— CBOEHpaBHOCTH?..

OHna pacTepsiHHO IOCMOTpEJa Ha HEro.

— YT0 BB UMeeTe B BULY?

— MpHe oueHs xaJb, Barmta MujiocTs.

OH crerka noKJIOHWJICS.

— 4 obcyxy Bame npeaioxenue ¢ Ero BeicouectBoM moszike.

3areM 100aBuII:

— A ceilyac BbIHYK/JEH BaC MOKUHYTb. Y MEHS MHOTO JIel.
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N nipocro ymen. Buktopus gonro cMorpena eMy Bciied. E€ He CTObKO 3a/1e10 ero OTHoIIe-
Hue... CKOJIBKO TO, 4TO OHO cTasio npuBbiuHbIM. He Tosbko [MaBesn. C kaxkabM THEM CITyTd CTAaHOBU-
JIMCh XOJIOHEEe. DTO HAYAJIOCh TOCTIe TOTro, Kak AJIeKcaH/Ip mepecTai oOpaiiaTh Ha He€ BHUMAaHUeE.
Ona Me/IJIeHHO BBIIIUIA U3 Ca/1a M HalIPaBWJIACh B IT1aBHBIN 3as1. Ha BTOPOM 3Take HECKOJIBKO CIlyka-
HOK HaOJToiany 3a Helt yepe3 nepuiia. M Tuxo pasroBapuBasIy.

— B nocnenHee Bpemsi OHa Tak CcTapaercs...

— HagepHoe, Hageercs, uro Ero BeicouecTBo 3aMeETHT.

— INoxosxe, oHa OTYASTHHO MBITAETCS OBITH TOJIE3HOM.

Tuxuii cMemok.

— W 4ro ¢ Toro? Ero BeicouecTBo yxke nonmMecsiiia He BO3BpaIlaeTcs.

— He 3Hato, BUHOBaTa 1M1 OHA... HO BCE PaBHO XOIMT 37IeCh KaK HU B UéM He ObIBaJIO.

Bukropus ciblnana kaxoe ciaoBo. Ho nmponomkana uaru.

— WHTepecHo, 3a 4TO OH TaK €€ HEHaBUJUT?

— MoskeT, y Hero ectb JIIOOOBHHMIIA.

— Touno. HaBepHska OH POCTO CKPHIBAET €€.

CnoBO M000BHUIIA TPO3BYYAI0 OCOOEHHO rpoMKO. Y BukTopuu 3a3BeHesno B ymax. CitykaHKH
THXO 3axuxuKaiu. Kaxnas HacMellIKa CJI0BHO BIIMBAJIACh €1 B CEpILE.

U Bapyr...

E€ nakpwina namsare. [danékoe npomnuioe. [lom, B KOTOPOM OHa BeIpociia. MecTo, rie He ObLIo
HU OJJHOTO YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPHIH Obl BCTAJI HAa €€ CTOPOHY.

Tonbko 0OBUHEHUS.

Tomnbko X007,

HesaxHo, uTo oHa Aenajia — e€ Bc€ paBHO ocyxaaiv. Bukropus monua nuia ganbiie. CHa-
PYKM OHa OcTaBaJlach CIIOKOMHOM. OHa MPUBBIKJIA K TAKOMY OTHOILLIEHUIO.

Ho BuyTpu...

Ei1 Bcé cunbHee Ka3anoch, 4TO BO3/1yX BOKPYT CTAHOBUTCS CJMIIKOM TSKEBIM. CII0BHO CTEHBI
3aMKa MEJIEHHO CkuMatoTcs. Y el cTaHOBUTCS BCE TpyHEE AbIIIATh.

keksk

— Bamie BoicouyecTBO... MPOILIO YKe JOBOJIbHO MHOTO BPEMEHHU.

MoxeT ObITh, BAM CTOUT BEPHYTHCS B 3aMOK ?

Jlykac mpou3HEC 3TO OCTOPOKHO, MTOUYTH IIENOTOM, OYATO OOSICS MOTPEBOKUTD YTO-TO XPYTI-
koe. OH BHUMATeJIbHO HAOJTI0/IA 32 JIMIIOM AJIEKCaH/Apa, MBITAsICh YJOBUTH XOTSI Obl MaJICHIIYIO peaK-
uuio. Ho nmiio Besmmkoro reprora ocraBajioch KaMeHHbIM. B nocnieinue Heienu Bce BOKPYT Hayalu
BBITJISIIETH TaK, CJIOBHO MX BBUKAJTH IocyXa. AJleKcaHap paboTalt moutu 6e3 cCHa, a BMeCcTe C HUIM — U
ero smonu. [log ma3amu y coniar 1 YMHOBHUKOB MOSIBUINCH TEMHbIE KPYTd. JJOKyMeHTBI cKarimBa-
JIMCh Ha CTOJIAX, HOUM CJIMBAJIMCH C IHSMH, U B KOPUI0pax Imrada BCE Yalle CIBIIATICH TPUTITYIIEH-
Hble 3eBKU. JIykac ObUT OMTHUM M3 TeX, KTO CTpagaj Oosbie ocTaibHbIX. Ho ceffuac oH Gecriokomics
HE TOJIBKO O ceOe. AJIeKCaHp yKe CIUIIKOM JI0Jro u30eras 3amMKa.

— Ilpekparu 60nTaTh, — pa3APaXEHHO OTO3BAICS AJIEKCAHAp, JaXe He MOAHMUMAS I71a3 OT
JIOKYMEHTOB. — Y MeHSI MHOTO paOoThl.

Ero ronoc 6b1 cyxum.

Kak Bcerna.

Ho Jlykac 3ameTw, 4To MasibIlbl repriora Ha MrHOBEHHE OCTAaHOBIJIMCH Ha Oymare. PaGoTh
AercTBUTeNbHO ObLT0 MHOro. Iloxroropka k HarpoHampHOMY (heCTHBAIO TMOIJIOIIAA OTPOMHBIC
pecypcbl. ['opos roTOBIIICS K MPa3IHUKY, KOTOPBIH J0TKeH ObLT MPHUBJIeYb THICSIYM JIOEN CO BCei
crpaHbl. be3onacHOCTh, OpraHu3anysi, IMIIOMaTHIecKie BU3UTHl — BCE TPeOOBAIO BHUMAHMS.

A em€ 6bl1a rpanua. JJeMoHbl CHOBA Havai Hanaaarh. OTYETH MPUXOAMIN OVH 32 JPYTUM.
W yem Oonbinie AsieKcaHIIp YMTal, TeM CUJIbHee MOHUMA: KOHTPOJIb HaJ O€30MacHOCTHIO B CTPaHe
HavaJ ociadbeBath. D10 pazapaxkano ero. CUiIbHO.
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Jlykac THX0 B3[IOXHYJI M BEpHYJICS Ha cBOE MecTo. [Toxoxke, Bepeau ux sxaana enie ogHa oec-
COHHAsl HOYb.

Hexkortopoe Bpemsi B kKaOMHETe CIBIIIAJICS TONBKO Iesiect Oymar. Ho Bapyr Aniekcauap MogHsuI
TOJIOBY.

— Yro Tam ¢ TOproBUaMu, 0 KOTOPHIX Mbl TOBOPUIN?

Jlykac cpa3y BbIIPSIMUIICS.

— AX, ga. Mbl nipojioiikaeM paccieoBaHye. JTo 3alMET BpeMsi, HO Mbl COCTaBUM CITUCOK
BCEX MIPUYACTHBIX U TPOBEPUM CIEJIKH.

AJeKcaHJp KUBHYIL.

— Mapkus Cant-Kisp u Te, KTo CBSI3aH ¢ HUM... OyIyT HAlJeHBI.

JIykac MeyIeHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Torma MBI CMOKEM BBIMTU M HA OCTAJIBHBIX.

— HMmenHo.

HapkoTuk, HaiileHHBII1 B KOMHaTe BUKTOpHHU, OKa3ascs JIUIIb YacThio ropasio 6osee KpymHoi
cetd. PaccriienoBanue ObICTPO MOKA3aJIo, YTO BEIIECTBO PACIIPOCTPAHSIIOCH Yepe3 HeJleralbHyIo TOp-
roBiio. D1a ceThb padotana B paitone Kpacusix ®onapeii.

Tam npogaBay BCE.

AJIKOTOJIb.

He3sakoHnnsle ycinyru.

W cunbHBle nipenapars!.

OcoOeHHO TIOMYJISIPHBIMU Cpei OOTaThiX KJIMEHTOB ObLTH appOav3UaKky 1 TaJLTIOIMHOTCHBI.
MHorue aprcTOKpaThl MOJIB30BAJIMCh STUMH YCIyraMu TaiHo. VI cpeny Hux ObLL...

Mapku3 Canr-Kisp. Anekcanap codupaicsi yHUYTOXKUTH 3TY CeTh MOTHOCTHIO. He rpocTo ape-
CTOBaTh HECKOJIbKMX TOProOBIIEB. A BBIPBATh MpoOeMy ¢ KopHeM. Toraa MapKu3 He CMOXET OTBEp-
TEThCH.

— CrtpanHo... — 3agyMuMBO cKaszai Jlykac. — Mapku3 efCTBOBaJl CIUILIKOM MOCTIEIIHO.
OTKyna y Hero takasi yBepeHHOCTb?

AJeKCaHJp paBHOAYILHO OTBETUIL:

— OH npeKkpacHO 3HAET, YTO SBJISAETCS Pa3MEHHOW KapTOu.

Jlykac Haxmypuics.

— Kaproii?

— NmnepaTopckoid.

AJekcanzip TOBOpWII CIIOKOMHO. BynTo oOcyskaan oObYHYIO IIaXMaTHYIO MapTuio. Mapku3
Cant-Komap 6b01 jntib urypoii Ha jocke. iMmiepatop npuBsizani ero kK AJIeKCaHApY yepes 3TOT Opak.
310 OB crioco0 AaBneHus. Ecim AnekcaHip cTaHeT CIMIIKOM HeYTOOHBIM — MOKHO MCIOJIb30BaTh
Mapku3a. Ho ecnm mapku3 gomycTut omuoky... immeparop mpocTo 3aMeHUT ero. JJocTaHeT HOBYIO
kapry. [Tostomy mapku3 Obut 3arHaH B yroi. Eciu Opak Asiekcannpa u Buktopun pacnagércs...

Ero cembs Oyaer yHUUTOXeHa.

— Ionnmaro, — tuxo ckaszan Jlykac.

3areM 100aBuI:

— Cyns 1o BceMy, e€ BenruecTBo ToXke COTpyAHUYAET ¢ MapKku3oM. Ham cTouT BHUMaTeIbHO
HaOJIOIaTh 32 HEeW.

B kabunere nosucia tuimHa. Vimst BUKTopun mpo3Byvaso cJIOBHO KaMeHb, OPOIIEHHBIH B CIIO-
KOIHY10 Bofty. JIniio Anekcanjpa MHOBEHHO CTaJIoO XOJI0Hee. 3a MOC/IeIHUE HEJJeJI OHA HECKOJIBKO
pa3 MmbITanach NOrOBOPUTH C HUM.

OH 3Han 310.

OH cpIman 00 3TOM OT CITYT.

NHorna naxe BUIEN €€ MEJIbKOM.

Eé€ npucyrcrsue...
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Jlaxe ecny oHa MPOCTO MPOXOAWIIA IO KOPUIOPY...

Pazppaxaino ero.

OHa CJIOBHO MOCTOSTHHO ObLIa PSIIOM.

Jaxe korma e€ He ObLTO. AJIeKCaHp CHOBA OMYCTHUI B3MJIs Ha Oymaru. Ho unTath craio ciox-
Hee.

Mpicin yrjibIBaIn.

E€ o6pa3 Hukak He ncye3an. OH BcioMHmI e€ 11a3a. ['onyoOsie. [TokpacHeBmue ot cnés. U To,
KaK OHa cMoTpeJa Ha Hero toraa. OH pe3Ko OTIOXKWI JOKyMEHThl. EMy npuiiioch npusHaTh 3T0.

Ha mMruosenue...

OHa JIefICTBUTENIBHO MOTPSICIIA €TO0.

Korna oH yBuaen e€ Torna — gposxalilylo, pacCTepsiHHYIO, [IOUTH CIIOMJIEHHYI0 — BHYTPH HETO
BCIIBIXHYJIO UTO-TO CTPAaHHOE.

Kanocrs.

CouyBcTBHE.

A MOXeT...

UYro-To OoJiee HU3MEHHOE.

Cnabocrb.

370 pa303IWIo ero eme cuibHee. Kak OH MOr MoYyBCTBOBATh MOI0OHOE K KEHIIMHE, KOTOpast
CTOsIIa TIO/I 3aIlIUTON MapKu3a U camoro mmreparopa? JKeHIyHe, KOTOPOr Hedero ObLIo OOSIThCS.
Ho camoe pazapaskaroiiiee 6bu10 Apyroe.

ITH 4yBCTBA...

He ucuesnu nonHocteo. MIHOrIa oHM BCE eié BeruibiBav. Hanmpumep, korga OH BCIIOMUHAT
TOT OCHb.

E€ pykn.

Tonkue, noury xonoansie. Kak oHa cxBaruina ero, Korjaa oH yxoaui. Kak Oyaro nbitanack ynep-
katb. I e€ B3misa. OHa cMOTpeia Ha Hero Torja Tak, CJIOBHO roBopuiia 0e3 CJOoB:

«[oxanyicra... HONMHU MEHS.»

Kaxp1il pa3, Korja oH BCIIOMUHAJ 3TO, EMY CTAHOBUJIOCh HEMPUATHO. AJIEKCaH/p Pe3KO Mpo-
BEJI PyKOH 10 BOJIOCaM, B3bEPOLIMB aKKypaTHYI10 Ipu4ecky. Ha MruoBeHue B ero riasax MejabKHYJIO
pazapakeHue. 3aTeM JIMIO CHOBA CTaJIO XOMOAHBIM. OH CJIOBHO CHUJION OTTOPOIMI CeOsT OT STHX MBIC-
neit. Y cHoBa MOTSIHYJICS K JIOKyMEHTaM.

I'naBa 10

BuBbeH OCTOpPOKHO TTPOBOAMIA I'PeOHEM MO MSATKUM CBET/IBIM BosocaM Bukropuu. Kaxmoe
JBVDKEHUE OBUIO aKKYPATHBIM, MOYTH 3200 TJIMBBIM — OY/ITO OHa 0OsIaCh IPUIMHUTH TOCTIOKE XOTh
MaJternyio 60jb. B KoMHaTte cTosiyia yTpeHHSIs THIIUHA.

Uepe3 BHICOKHE OKHA MPOHUKAT MATKUI 3UMHUH cBeT. OH JIOKWICS Ha TIOJ JJTMHHBIMU TIOJIO-
caMu, OCBellasi 3epKajo, B KOTOPOM OTpakasioch OnemHoe uiio Bukropuu. OHa 107ro Mosdania.
Crvkom gonro. [otom, 6yaTo Meskay MpoYrM, THXO CIIPOCHIIA:

— BuBbeH... CKax¥ MHe... KOrJla OH BEpHETCS?

Bormpoc npo3Byuan HeOpesxxHo. Ho Tonbko Ha repBbiii B3Is1. BUBbeH Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMepiia.
Omna npopiokaa aeparb rpeOeHb, HO IBHKEHHU s €€ OCTAHOBUJIVCH. B e€ r1a3ax MenbKHy/Ia TpeBora.

— Jlymaro... — OCTOpOXHO Havyasia oHa, — y Ero BreicouecTBa ceituac oueHb MHOTO paOOTHI.
Korna oH 3aHAT, OH Bceria BO3BpaIaeTcs MO3/IHO.

Ona crapanack roBopuThb Jierko. Ho BukTopust Bc€ paBHO MOYYBCTBOBaIa HEYBEPEHHOCTD B €€
roJsoce.

— ...DTO JeHCTBUTEILHO TaK ?
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Tuxuit B300X copBajics ¢ e€ ry0. [Toutu nBa mecsua. Llenbix 1a Mecsia. OHa mbiTanach yoex-
nath cedst, 9To 3TO MpocTo padora. YTo rocygapcTBeHHbIE Jefia BaxkHee Bcero. Ho ckoibko Obl OHa
HU MOBTOPsiIa 3TO ceOe, MBICb BCE pAaBHO BO3BPAIAIACh.

«OH He BO3BpaIllaeTcsl U3-32 MEHsI.»

B rpyau crano tskeno. YToOsl CKpBITh 3T0, BUKTOpHS OTBENA B3IIS OT 3epKaia.

— 9M... Bama Cgetocts, — nocrneniHo 3aropopuia BuBbeH, MeHss TeMy, — Kakoe y Bac
CerofHs pacrucanue?

Bukropusa HemHoro nogymaia. E€ IHU CTanu yquBUTEIBHO ITyCTBIMU.

— Jlymaio... 1 HEMHOTO TIOUMTaI0 B KaOUHETe.

E€ ronoc npo3Byvan mpauHo. [Tocie Toro paszroBopa c [1ayiom oHa OosbIlie He MbITajlach BMe-
IIMBAThCS B Jej1a 3aMKa. Eil SICHO 1ay MOHATh: 3[1€Ch OHA OYTH HUYEro He pelaeT. A npuriamarb
KOI'0-TO Ha YAaeIUTHUS. ..

bsuto Hekoro.

Ho 3amyxectBa Buktopus HuKoraa He nocemana cBerckue Bedyepa. OHa He 3aBOAMJIA 3HA-
KOMCTB, He TaHIeBaJla Ha 6ajax, He OOMEHMBAJIACh BEKJIMBBIMU YJIBIOKAMH C apUCTOKPATKAMH.

Omna Bcerga Obuta OgHA.

A tenepb — TeMm Ooree.

K Tomy xe oHa onacanack. Eciiu AsiekcaHap y3HaeT, 4To OHa TIOTpaTujia JICHBI'M Ha TIpUéM 0e3
ero pazpeieHus... EMy 310 TouHO He noHpaBuTcs. [loatomy €€ qHM mpOXOanIn OAUHAKOBO.

Knuru.

Jomnrue nporysku Mo mycTbIM KOPUJOPaM.

W GeckoHevHasi TUIIMHA OTPOMHOTO 3aMKa.

BuBbeH BApyr ckazana:

— INouemy Obl BaM He MOexaTh CO MHOU B TOpoj?

Bukropus yIuBIEHHO IOCMOTpENIa Ha HEE.

— B ropon?

— Jla. Bol Beqip 1€ HU pa3y TaM He ObLIH.

B e€ m1azax BCIBIXHYJT OCTOPOXHBIN OroHék. BuBbeH Oblta mpasa. C Tex nop kak Bukropus
CTaJla BeJIMKOW TepIIOrMHel, OHA HU pa3y He MOKuaaia nomMectbe. OHa HEMHOTO MOKOJIe0aach.

— MHe HpaBuTCS 3Ta Ujes... HO, BUBbeH... y TeOs Belb MHOTO paboThI?

BuBbeH ybIOHYTaCh.

— CiyxeHue Benmkoli replioriHe Ba)xHee BCEro OCTaJIbHOTO.

Omna ObICTPO 3aKOHYMJIA IPHYECKY.

Bonockl Buktopru ObUir aKKypaTHO 3arjIeTeHbl o 00KaM 1 coOpaHbl B MATKHNA Iy4oK. [Ipo-
CTasi, HO U3AIIHAA IPUYECKA MOAYEPKHUBAIIA €€ XPYIIKOE JIMIIO.

— Torna s1 BLI3OBY KapeTty u Oydy IaTh Bac.

Korga BuBbeH BbIlIUIa U3 KOMHaThl, Buktopusi TMX0 yneiOHynack. Eil Obl1o Teruio. BuBbeH
JEUCTBUTEIILHO cTapajiach €€ MoaIepxKaTh.

Ecnu Obl He oHa...

B atoM orpomtaom 3amke Buktopust uyBcTBOBasia Obl ce0s1 COBCEM OJMIHOKOM.

Sto OBLT MEPBHIN pa3, KOrjia OHa MOKWHYJa 3aMoK. Kapera MemieHHo Bbexana B ropon. Korma
9KHUIIAX OCTAaHOBUJICS, BUKTOPUS OCTOPOKHO BbILIUIA HAPYKY.

U 3amepna.

[Nepen Heit OTKpbUIACh OKMBJIEHHAs IUIOMIAAb. B IIeHTpe BO3BHIIAIACH BHICOKAsl OAIIHS C
yacamu. Psyiom mmymen Gonbinoi KameHHbIN (hoHTaH. Jliony cuaeny Ha ckaMeiKax, pa3roBapyBalIy,
CMesUIUCh. BOKpyr JBUraimch NOTOKU MTPOXOKHUX.

[Mym.

T'onoca.

Cwmex.
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Kusnb.

BukTtopus riryOoko BIOXHY/Ia. DTOT BO3IYX ObUT COBCEM JPYTHIM.

CBOOOIHBIM.

JIErkum.

W Bapyr eil ctajio HEMHOTO Jierye.

— Bamma Cgetyiocts, KyJ1a Bbl XOTUTE ITOWTH CHavyasa? — cripocuiia BuBbeH.

Bukrtopus ornszaenach. 3ateM ykaszasa Ha y/IuIly, IJ1€ TSHYJIUCh PsAbl PhIHKOB.

— Mosxer... Tyna?

— Xoporo!

BuBbeH TyT ke cxBaTwiia €€ 3a pyKy.

Bukropus yauBIEHHO IOCMOTpEJIa HAa UX CLEIUIEHHBIE JIaIoHU. E€ cepatie MArko Jporuyso. Y
He€ HUKOT/a He ObLIIO TIOJIPYT.

Ho ceituac...

Ei1 Bopyr nokasasnock, 4To OHH MTPOCTO TYJISIIOT BMeCTe, Kak OOBIYHBIE JEeBYIIKH. Uepes HeKo-
TOpOE BpeMsI OHM OCTAHOBMJIMCH BO3JIe HEOOJBINIOTO IBETOYHOTO Mara3uHa. BUuktopusi 3agepxanach
y BUTpHHBI. Ha Mosikax CTosuin akKypaTHO paccTaBiieHHbIe OYKETHI.

N cpeay Hux...

I'mapnonyc.

Ona Tuxo yneionynack. E€ Math mo6ua metsl. OHa Obl1a 10Yepblo POCTOro TOProBIia, Bia-
JIEBILIETO 1IBETOYHOM JIaBKOW. BukTopus xwia ¢ Heit 10 cemu JieT. Ho mouTu Hu4ero He MoMHMJIA.
Bce BocnomuHaHUsI ObLTH Pa3MBITHIL.

Cwmex.

Terutble pyku.

3amax 1BETOB.

W ToNIpKO OAHO BOCIIOMMHAHUE OCTABAJIOCH SICHBIM.

Po3zoseie ['maguonycel.

N msrkwuii ronoc marepu.

«Korga-uuOyap, Koria Tl BBIAEIIb 3aMYyX... 5 cesaio Te0e OyKeT U3 I71aAUO0TyCOB.»

— MoxeT, KynuM 1BETHl? — OCTOPOKHO cripocuiia BuBbeH. Bukropus nokavasna rojioBoil.

— Her... He HyXHO.

— Ho g xouy ux Kynurs!

N npexne yem Bukropus ycnena Bo3pa3uTh, BUBbEH yke BTOJIKHYJIA €€ B Marasul. Uepes
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OHH BBIIIUTH OTTY/a C OOJBIIUM OYKETOM.

Po30BbIe riagnomycsl u O6ebie po3bl.

— Bor 310 na! Tloiinémre emge tyna!

BuBben cusina kak pe6€Hok. VI Buktopusi HeBosIbHO paccMmesinach. OHU XOOWIM OT JIaBKH K
JIaBKe.

IMokymamu 6e3nenymiku. [TpodoBamu cnagoctu. Cirymiany KpUKH yIMYHBIX TOproeiieB. CyMKu
MOCTETIEHHO 3anoHsMch. HakoHelr BuBbeH Tskeno B310XHYJIA.

— OX... MHE HYKHO OBUIO B3STh HOCHJIBIIHKA. ..

— JlaBail... 1 IOHECy 4acTh.

— Her-ner!

Onu Havasu crioputh. V1 B 3TOT MOMEHT PSJIOM pe3KO OCTaHOBUJICA (pyproH. O6e ucIyraHHo
orctymui. Ho crosBimii psiiom Toprosery rpyoo TonkHy 1 BuBbeH.

— Ax!

CyMKu pacchlnanuch 1o 3emjie. BuBbeH cxBaTuiace 3a Iievo.

— Busben! Tol B nopsizike?!

— Jla... HO MOKYTIKH...
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Ona kano0HO MocMOTpelia Ha pa3OpocaHHbIe Bely. BUKTOpUs yxe xoTena moModb e, Koraa
psiIoM pasaascs rpyOsblil rosoc.

— O¥i-0#i... BCE CJIOMaJIOCh.

[epen Humu ctosut MyxurHa. OT Hero pe3ko naxJjo ankoroyiem. [1aza O MmyTHbIe. OH MeI-
JIEHHO ocMOTpe1 BUKTOpHIo ¢ ros1oBsl 10 HOT. Buktopun crano He no cede. OHa caenana mar Ha3aj.
Ho 3a e€ crimHoi#1 Obl1a cTeHa.

— 41 Bcé ucnpasimo, — ycMexHyJicst oH. — [IpocTo noitném co Muou. Harr Marasus psgom.

— Her. D10 He HyX)HO.

Bukropus nonsitanace yiutu. Ho ero pyka pesko cxpatuiia €€ 3a 3amscTbe.

CubHo.

BonbHo.

— He Gynp Takoii X0I0THOM.

OH nipuTsHYT e€ OniKe.

— Ornycru.

Jluto Buktopun nodneqHesno. 3amax ajtkoross OblT HACTOIBKO PE3KUM, UTO €€ HauaJlo MyTHTh.
Ona nonbiTanack BeIpBathest. Ho MykurHa ObUT CHITbHEE.

BuBbeH, apoxka, cxBaTuia ero 3a pyky.

— Kro-uubynp! Ilomorure!

Jromn Havanmm ormAgsiBaTbes. HO HUKTO He criemvl BMelMBarhes. TOprosel pa3IpakeHHO
neépuyn Bukropuio. OHa notepsiia paBHOBECHE.

U ynana Ha 3emimo. JIogbkKy IpoH3MIIa pe3Kast 00JTb.

— PasBe Tak OmaropapsT 3a MoMoIIb? — YCMEXHYJICS OH.

U Bopyr—

Paznancsa rimyxoit yaap. Kro-to ¢ cusoit ynapui Toprosia Horoi. MyxK4rHa pyxHyJl Ha KOJIEHU.
Mey X0J104HO KOCHYJICS €r0 IIIEH.

— Kxa...!

Buxkropus noassia ronoBy. U e€ miaza pacimpuiuck. Ilepen Heit cros yenoBek. Beicokuid.
CTpalllHO CTIOKOWHBIH.

— ...Bamme BricouectBo?

AJekcanzip cMOTpelt Ha He€ MpUITypuBIIUCh. OH OTTOJIKHYJI TOPrOBLIA W MOIOMIEN OIMKe.

— Yo BHI 311€CH AenaeTe?

K Hum nocnemmn Jlykac. Ho koraa oH yBuaen cuasiyio Ha 3emie Bukroputo, ero riasa pac-
LIMPUITUCh.

— Bamie BricouecTBoO, 51 OTIIPABIIIO €r0 B CTPaKy—

Anexcanip He otBeTws1. OH NpoJoIkan cMOTpeTh Ha BukTopuio.

— 41 cnpocut... 4TO BB 37€Ch Jeianu?

— $1... pemmaa HEMHOTO TIPOTYJIATHCA. ..

Ona nomneiTanack Berath. Ho siogbikka pe3ko oto3Basiack 0osbio. OHa CHOBA OMyCTHUJIaCh Ha
3eMJTI0. AJIEKCaHAP XOJIOTHO TIOCMOTpest Ha He€. Ero B3mis CKOB3HYI 1O pa30pOCaHHBIM CYMKaM.

ITo uBeram.

I[To nokynkam.

— 41, kaxeTcs, FOBOPUJI BaM OCTaBaThCsl B CIAJIbHE.

Ero romnoc ObL1 JeAsHbIM.

— Ho, Buxy, BaM O0JIbIIIe HpaBUTCS JeJ1aTh TIOKYIIKH.

OH 4yTbh HAaKJIOHUJI T'OJIOBY.

— Iloxoske, Mou cjoBa /17151 BaC HUYEro He 3Hayar.

I'nmasa 11
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BukTtopus nogHsma Ha Hero riasa. OHu ObUIM 3aTyMaHEHBl — OT OOJM, OT MOTPSICEHUS, OT
BHE3AITHOTO BUXPSI SMOIIHIA, KOTOPbIN MOTHSLICS B €€ TPyIu B TOT MOMEHT, KOTIa OHa YBU IEsa ero.

Jlompkka BCE emmé 0oe3HeHHO My/TbCUPOBaJIa TOCIIe MaAeHus, XOJMOIHBIA KaMeHb MOCTOBOM
HENPUSITHO IaBUJI HA JIAIOHU, HO 9TO BCE BHE3AITHO OTCTYIMJIO HA BTOPOM TIJIaH.

Ilepen Heii crosin Anekcannp.

[Tocne nonarux Hepesb, KOrga OH CYIIECTBOBAJ JJIsl HEE JIMIIb KaK TeHb — B ClIyXax CIyrT, B
PEeIKUX MUChMaX U3 KAHIEJSIPUH, B XOJIOIHOM IMycTOTe ero kabuHera. I OT OHOTO TOJBKO ero MmpH-
CYTCTBUsI BHYTpU He€ BAPYI pa3nwioch Tuxoe odnerdenue. OHa cama He oxupaaia storo. Ciosa
COPBAJIUCH TIPEKE, YEM OHA YCIea OCTAHOBHUTH CeOsl.

— Baiie BeicouecTBo... — THUXO ckazana Bukrtopus. — [loyemy Bbl He BO3BpalllaeTeCh B
3aMOK ?

Ha Mruosenue ynuia Oyaro cTuxJa.

AJexkcaHp MeJIEHHO MTPULITY PUJICSL.

Ero rnasa cranu xononnee. Buktopus cpa3y NoHsiIa, YTO cKa3ajia JIUIIHEE.

E€ miieun HEBOJIBHO OIMYCTHIIUCH, OYATO MO TSKECThI0 COOCTBEHHOTO BOIIPOCA.

Ho ona yxe nHavaia.

U Tenepn momkHA ObLTA JOTOBOPHTH.

— 4 3Ha0... — roJyoc €€ IpOorHyJ, — YTO 3TO CIUIIKOM CAaMOHA/IESIHHO C MOEH CTOPOHBI, HO...

Ona Ha cekyHjly OITyCTWIIA I71a3a, COOMPAsCh C CUIaMH. 3aTeM CHOBa IMOCMOTpelia Ha Hero. B
e€ B3mIsie OblIa CTpaHHAsI CMeCh — CMYIIIeHHe, poOKast PelIMMOCTh U UICKPEHHee OeCITOKOMCTBO.

— ¢I Gecriokomack O Bac.

AJlekcaHIp HEKOTOpOoe BpeMsi MOJT4a CMOTpeT Ha He€ cBepxy BHHU3. Ero nuio ObLI0 HEMpOHU-
[[aeMbIM. 3aTeM C ero ryo copBajicsi KOpOTKHiA cMerok. OH IPO3BYyYasl TUXO, HO B HEM OBLJIO CTOJIBKO
HACMelIKH, 4To Bukropusi HeBoibHO B3apornyna. OHa ckasana, yro Oecriokoutcsi. Cujis Ha 3emiie,
pacTpénaHHasi, ¢ TOKPACHEBIIIMMU TJIa3aMH, OKPYkEHHAs pa30pocaHHBIMK TIOKynKamu. 1 cmoTpena
Ha Hero Takx...

Tak, 6ynTo e€ cepalie IeWCTBUTEIBLHO CKUMAJIOCh OT TPEBOTH 3a HETo.

Anexkcanp HaxMypwicsl. Ha MrHoBeHue OH JJaxe XOTen YTo-To cKa3arh. CjioBa OYTH COpBa-
nmck ¢ ero ry0. Ho oH pe3ko ocranoBuiics. Ero por cHoBa 3akpbuics. OH emé HECKOJIBKO CeKyH/]T
cMotpes Ha Buktopuio. I B ero B3riisie MEJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE.

Heuto, 4TO OH TYT ke MojaBmiI. A 3aTeM OH XOJIOAHO OTBepHYIcs. Kak OynTo 3ToT pasroBop
ero Oosbliie He Kacajcs. B ctopore crosin JIykac. OH BCE 310 BpeMs HaOMI0/1a7T 32 TIPOUCXOASAIINM,
crapasch He BMermBarbes. Ho korga Ajniekcanap OTBEpHYJICA, OH TUXO B3[JOXHYJI U MOAOLIEN K Buk-
Topun. OH MPOTSIHYJ €1 PYKY.

— C Bamu Bc€ B TIOpsIIKE, BEJIMKAs TePLIOTUHS?

Bukrtopus pactepssHHO MOCMOTpesIa Ha Hero.

— Ox... Gmarogapio.

E€ nmanblipl ocTOpokHO KOCHY/IHMCH ero jiagonu. Korna Jlykac momor eil ofgHsThCs, CTajlo sICHO,
YTO OHA CWJIBHO MoBpeansa Hory. OHa efBa yaep:kuBaiach Ha Horax. Kaxplil mar naBaics eil ¢
TpyaoM. Jlykac HEBOJILBHO MOMOPIIUJICS.

«W BCE-TaKM OH MPOCTO YIIE...»

MBpicIib 0 XOJIOMHOCTH CBOETO rOCTIOIMHA 3aCTABUIIA €r0 TUXO MPUILIETKHYTh I3bIKOM. BUKTOpUSI
3aMeTu1a 3TOT skecT. OHa HEMHOTO 3aMsUIach MOJ1 €T0 BHUMATEIbHBIM B3VISIIOM. A IOTOM OCTOPOKHO
Crpocua:

— Kak noxuBaet Ero BricouecTBo?

JIykac Ha CeKyHly pacTepsuics.

— O... ny...

OH nouecat mEKy.

— B ToM-TO 1 f1eno...
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OH 3agymarcs, nondupas ciosa. Emy Brpyr crano HenoBko. OH BUfeN, Kak OHa CMOTpeJsia Ha
Augnexcanapa. M monumas, 4ro e€ Bopoc — BOBCE HE ITyCTasl BEKJIUBOCTb.

— He BonHyiiTech, — HaKOHeIT CKa3all OH, CTapasch yIbIOHYThCsI. — Ero BeicouecTBo B 100-
pom 3apaBuu. [IpocTo... y Hero Ob110 MHOTO 0Osi3aHHOCTel. [ToaToMy BO3BpalleHre HEMHOTO 3aTsi-
HYJIOCh.

— IloHsATHO...

E€ muteun crerka omycrunuch. B e€ romoce He Obuto yripéka. Tombko tuxas rpycts. U JIykac
MOYEeMY-TO TTOYYBCTBOBaN ceOs1 BUHOBATHIM. OH HEJIOBKO KUBHYJI.

— IIpomy MeHs U3BUHUTG.

C 3TuMM cj0BaMU OH IMOCHENIWI JOrHaTh AJjiekcaHjapa. UYepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsl cymaroxa
OKOHYATEJIbHO yJleriach. I opos cHOBa 3aliryMel1 IPUBBIYHOM KU3HBIO.

— Bama CeemiocTs!

K Bukropun nogdesxana BusbeH. OHa BCE 3T0 Bpems HaOJ0oIaIa N3JaieKa, He peliasich BMe-
HIaThCSI.

— C Bamu Bcé B nopsiake? T1o3BosbTe MHE MOCMOTPETH !

Ona ObIcTpo 3aKaTtaia pykaB Buktopun. Ha TOHKOM 3amsicThe yke mpocTynajia KpacHasi ipu-
nyximas nosoca. Cies ot rpyObIX MasibleB.

— O Boxe... — npomenraia BuBbeH. — Bbl TOUHO MOTy4nTE CUHSIK. ..

OHa TpeBO:XHO OCMOTpEJIa €€ HOTY.

— A noxerxka? Bel Moxere uaru?

Bukropusa nonsiTajsach ceaTh Lar.

Pe3skast 60sp mpoH3miia Hory. OHa THXO B3IOXHYJIA.

— Ilpoctu... — msArko ckazana oHa. — Jlymaio, cama st He CMOT'y JIOUTH.

BuBben ocropokHo mognepxkana e€. I B 3toT MoMeHT Bukrtopust Bapyr odepHynack. OHa
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha3al.

Tyna, rae HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3ajl OHU CMESUTUCh U CIOpU/Ii. Terepb BCE BBHIITISAIEIO MHAYE.
[MakeTsl nesxanu Ha 3eMiie. HekoTopble pacKpbiTich. M3 HUX BBITJISIBIBAIN KYTUICHHBIE Oe3/1CTyIIKH.

JIeHTHI.

Tkanu.

Crnagocry.

BuBbeH nocnemnmia coouparh pa30pocaHHbIe BEIlIH.

— AX... BCE pacchnayochk...

BukTtopus mMeqieHHO, MpUXpambiBasi, TIOIOINIA YyTh Jaibine. Ha mMocToBoi siexan Oyker.
Po3oBbie rmaguonycel U Oenblie po3sl. OHa MpoTsHyJIa pyKy. HO B 9TOT MOMEHT MHUMO MpOIILIH
HECKOJIBKO Jofer. KTo-To HeuasHHO 3aj1ej1 LBETHI HOTOM.

JlenecTku cMSUTHCH.

Heckombko crednei nepeloMuInch.

Byker notepsin hopmy.

Bukropus 3amepia.

E€ nanblipl OCTaHOBWIKCH B BO3JIyXE.

Ona cMoTpesa Ha CMSTBIE JIETIECTKH.

Ha rpsi3HbIe criesibl Ha OesbIX IBEeTax.

N mennenHo onmycruiia pyky.

E€ B3misia ctan TMXUM.

OueHb TUXUM.

OHa oTBeJa r71a3a crapasich CKPbITh BhIPAKEHUE JIULIA.

Ho naxe Tak ObUIO BUJHO — YTO €H CTAJIO TPYCTHO.
skkosk
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BuHTH Ha e€ JombDKKe BBIIJISAIEIN CIHMITKOM OenbiMu Ha (hoHe OnemHoN Koxu. Bukropus
JOJTO CMOTpeJia Ha HUX, He ABUTasch. [10THas TKaHb OblTa aKKypaTHO HAMOTaHA, HO TIOJ Hel BCE
PaBHO OIIyIIAach Tymas MmyJabcupyiomiasi 6o, HOrna oHa ycHaMBaaach — CJIOBHO KTO-TO Me[-
JIEHHO CXMMaJl KOCcTh M3HYTpU. OHa Tsikesno B31oxHy a. CMHME reMaToMbl PacroiI3ich HE TOJIBKO
Ha MUKoJoTKe. Ha 3arsicTbe Toxke MmpocTynai TEMHBI CHHSIK — TpYOBIi Clie]] MayIblIeB TOTO ITbsi-
Horo ToproBua. C Tex mop Kak oHM ¢ BuBbeH MOOBIBAIM B ropoje, MPOILIO HeCKOIbKO aHer. Ho
60J1b, Ka3aJI0Ch, CTAHOBUJIACH TOJIBKO CHIIbHEe. Eif ObLIO TpyAHO HAlTH TMOJIOXEHUE, B KOTOPOM pyKe
1 Hore OBUTO Obl XOTh HEMHOTO Jierde. CTOMIIO MOBEPHYThCSI — JIOABIKKY MpocTpeuBaio. CTOuIo
OIEPEThCS Ha JIaJOHb — 3aIIICThE OT3bIBAJIOCH KkeHreM. [1oaToMy oHa noutu He BcraBasia. Bukro-
pus cuzienia B Kpecie y OKHa. 3a CTEKJIOM JICHUBO JBUTraich 0Ojaka. Betep Kombixan rosisie BEeTBU
JepeBbEB BO BHYTPeHHEM JiBope. OHa cMOTpena Ha BCE 3TO, HO TIOYTU HUYETo He BUJEIA.

E€ paszym 6wt myct. U oqHOBpeMeHHO niepenonHeH. OHa He 3HaJia, CKOJILKO BPEMEHHU TTPOCH-
nena Tak. MUHYTHI MEJUICHHO CTEKaJTi B Yachl. M BAPYT qBepb pe3Ko pacnaxHysach. B komHary BOe-
kayia BuBbeH.

— Bamma Cgetiocts! — nouTtH BHIKpUKHYJIa OHa. — Ero BricouectBo BepHyJcs!

BukTtopus mmpoko pacnaxHysa rjasa.

Ha MraoBeHue oHa IpOCTO CMOTpeia Ha CITyXKaHKY, OyTO He TIOHsITa CMBICIIa e€ CJIOB. A 3aTeM
PE3KO MoHs1ach. Bojb MrHOBEHHO OTO3BaJIach B HOTE, HO OHA IOYTH He 0OpaTH/ia Ha He€ BHUMAaHUS.

— Om... BepHyJIcs?

B rpynu BcnbixHys0 obnerdenue. Hactonbko cuiibHOE, YTO OHa cama yauBMiIachk. Onupasch
Ha pyKy BuBbeH, Bukropus Bbiuia B Kopuaop. OHU MeAJIeHHO TOAONLIM K nepwiamM. Buktopus
OCTOPOKHO HAKJIOHMJIACh BIIEPEN U ocMoTpesia BHU3. M yBuzena ero. AjieKcaHap TOJIBKO YTO BOIIET
B JoM. OH aBurasicsi ObICTPO — TIOUTH CTpeMHTeNbHO. Ero muamy cierka KoJbIXajyicsl 3a CIMHOM,
mary ObUIM YBEPEHHBIMH, TsOKENBIMU. OH Mepecék XOoJl, Jake He ONISIbIBasich MO cTopoHam. U
HalpaBWICS K JIECTHULIE.

Bukropus thxo nossana:

— Bamie BoicouecTtBo.

OH nonHsw1 rosioBy. M Ha MrHOBeHUE WX B3IJISIbl BCTPETUIUCh. Beero yimiib Ha MrHOBEHUE.
Ero ra3za ocranoBuiuch Ha Hell. Ho yxe B cieqyionryio ceKyHay B3I CKOJIb3HYJ BHM3. Bynro
oHa OblTa YeM-TO He3HAYMTeNbHBIM. Byaro e€ BoBce He cymiectBoBasio. OH mpomén mumo. axe
He 3aMeaMB mar. Buktopus npukycuna ry0y. Cepaue 6osne3neHHO cxanock. Ho oHa BcE paBHO
JBUHYJIACh CIIE/IOM.

— IlogoxxuTe...

E€ marun 6pun MeyieHHbIMHA. Kaskapiii mmar oT3biBajics OOJIBIO B JIOJBIKKE.

AJIeKCaHAp YK€ MOYTH JIOWIEN 10 KOHIa Kopuaopa. M BCKOpe CKphLICSA 3a IBEPhI0 CBOUX
nokoeB. Korna Bukropust HakoHer 1oOpajiach 10 ero KOMHAThI, JIbixaHue e€ Obuto HepoBHBIM. OHa
OCTOPOKHO MOCTyYaa.

— Bamie BbIcOYECTBO... MHE HY:KHO KOE-4TO CKa3arh.

Tumwmza. OHa nmocTyyasna CHOBa.

— Bamie BricouecTBo...

Huxkakoro orsera. Tosbko nyxas THIIMHA 32 1BEpbI0. BUKTOpUSA THXO B310XHYJIA. 1 MesieHHO
OTCTYIUJIA.

— Xa...

B 3TOT MOMEHT 60Jb PE3KO MPOH3MIIA JIOABDKKY. BEposTHO, OHA CIMIIIKOM CHUIIBHO OMUPAJIach
Ha He€ BO BpeMs1 XoAbObl. BukTopus npucionuiack K creHe. Ckonb3Hyna BHUA3. Y 0CTOpOKHO cena
Ha nos1. OHa cJierka rnoxJjonasia ceOsi 1o IUKOIOTKE, TBITasiCh YHATh 607b. Ho BCTaTh yike He Moria.
[Toatomy mnipocto cuaena. IIpuBasuBIIMCH TOIOBOM K XOMOAHOW cTeHe. [Ipollio HeCKOIbKO MUHYT.
A mosxer, 6oibinie. Y BOpyr pa3gaiics 3BYK OTKPHIBAIOIIEHCS IBEPH.

Bukrtopus pe3ko nogHsiia roioBy. [lepen Helt crosin Ajekcanp.
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— Baire BricouecTso...

OHa nocrenrHo nonbITaaach Berarh. M, 605Ch, UYTO OH CHOBA YHJIET, CXBaTHJIA €T0 3a PYKY.

— ...HE yXOfuTe.

E€ nmanbiipl Kpernko cxkajiv TKaHb €ro pyKasa.

— $I xotena 66l TOTOBOPUTH C BaMHU.

Ero raza cmortpeinu Ha Heé. Cepele.

I'my6okue. B HUX ObLIO YTO-TO XOJIOAHOE M HETIOCTHKUMOE. DTo HeMHoro myrano. Ho Bukro-
pus BCE paBHO He oTmycTiiia ero. OqHako AJIeKCaHAp Pe3KO CTPSAXHYI €€ PYKY.

Ero nBuxeHue okazaioch CIMIIKOM pe3KuM. CHHSK Ha €€ 3alsiCTbeé MTHOBEHHO OTO3BAJICS
O0JIBIO.

— Ax!

HeBosnbHBII BCKpUK BhIpBaJIcs U3 e€ ryd. Asekcanap Haxmypuics. Ero B3risg ManmHaIbHO
orycTwics Ha e€ pyky. Ha sipko-cunmii cnen. Ha MraoBeHue ero riasa eipa 3ameTHo Jporayiu. Ho
TOJIBKO HA MTHOBEHHUE.

OH TyT e oTBepHyJIcs. Y nomén gassliie no KOpuaopy.

— DM... nogoxaure!

Bukropus nonsitanack uaty 3a HUM. Ho 4yepe3 HeckosbKO 11aroB Hora nojasepHy/ace. OHa
MoTepsijia pABHOBECHE.

N ynana.

Bosnb BenbixHY 1A B JIOOBIKKE TaK PE3KO, UTO AbIXaHUE MEPEeXBaTUIIO.

— XUK... XUK...

N3 e€ rpyau BbIpBAJICS TUXUN BCXJIUIIL.

Omna He MorJ1a ITOIHATHCS.

Bbi10 cuImKkom G0NIBHO.

W caumkom... o6uaHo.

Cnézpl moacTynuim K riazam. Ho Buktopust cxkana masiblipl U prKasa JaJ0Hb KO JIOy.

«He mmaup.»

«He ceituac.»

«TonbKO He nepes HAM. »

B xopunope cHOBa pa3ianuch 1ard.

Tuxue.

MennenHsie.

— ... Tbl 3aHUMACIIILCST BCSAKOW €PYHJION.

Ero ronoc npo3Byyasn npunIymeHHo.

Bukropus naxe He ycriena HOIHATH TOJIOBY. AJIEKCAHIP yKe CTOSUT PSIOM.

OH Ha ceKyH]ly MPUKYCcUJ TyOy. A 3ateM pe3ko HakJIoHwWICA. W mogHsut e€ Ha pyku. [IBuxke-
HUE ObUIO OBICTPBIM M PEIIUTENbHBIM. BUKTOpHS THXO axHysa. Tenepp MX JUIa OKAa3alInuCh COBCEM
O1M3KO.

OHa nocmoTpeJsia Ha Hero.

E€ rmaza ObuM B1aXKHBIMHU.

AJlekcanap eI MoJTya.

He riana na Heé.

— AX... cmacu6o0... — Tuxo npoienTaia oHa. OHa OblIa yBepeHa, YTO OH MPOCTO OCTABUI €€
taM. [loaTroMy He moHMMaJa... 3a4eM OH BepHyJics. Ero nmio, kak Bcerjga, oCTaBajgoCh XOMOJHbBIM.
Ho pyku, kotopsle nepxkainu e€, Ol HEOKMJAHHO OCTOPOKHBIMU.

Tennbmu.

ITO pacCTOSTHUE MEK1y HUMH. ..

Bbu10 HENTPUBBIYHBIM.

WM cTpaHHO NpUATHBIM.
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Cepaie Buktopun 3a6usochk ObicTpee.

OHa 0CTOpPOXKHO CKa3aja:

— Bame BeicouecTBo... 1... f...

OHa rimyO0KO BJOXHYJIA.

— 4l HUKoOra He XoTesa NPUYMHUTL BaM Bpell. M yBepeHa, 4To HUKOrJa He CMOTY...

Eé ronoc npoxarn.

— Tot adppoansuaxk... Toraa... 7o ObiIa MOSI OIMOKA. S MTOHUMAIO, YTO Bl MOTJIM HETIPABUIILHO
MOHST...

— To1 320y 1aetbes.

Ero ronoc npo3Byuai xonogHo. OH niepedu eé.

— 4] HM4Yero He HENPABUIILHO TOHSIL.

OH nocMoTpet psiMO el B T1a3a.

— Ecnm xouelis 3HaTh MPUYUHY MOETO OTHOIIEHUSI — 51 CKaXYy.

Ero B3misiz Obu1 6€3y4acTHBIM.

— ¢ ¢ camoro Hauasia He XOTes, YTOOB! THI CTAJIA MOEN JKEHOM.

OH cKazajt 3T0 CIIOKOWHO.

— Bor u Bca npuuunHa.

CrnoBa ygapuiu e€ cuiibHee JioOoi momeéunHbl. Buktopus 3amepina. OHa cMoTpesia Ha Hero,
He Moprasi. 3ateM e€ B3I MeJICHHO omycTuiics. Bomb BHYTpy Obla TAKON CHITLHOTA. ..

Uro paxe JpIXaHUE CTAJIO TSHKETBIM. DTO OBLIO XyKe, YeM Korja e€ Oum.

Xyxe, yeM Korja e€ ockopOnsuu. E€ ryObr qporHysu.

— W BCE *xe... — THUXO CKa3aja OHa.

T'onoc e€ cnerka npoxad.

— 41 nymaio... 4T0 Bbl HPAaBUJIUCh MHE C CAMOT'0 Havasa.

Anekcanap ocraHoBwiIcsl. OH MOCMOTpPeEJT Ha He€ CBepXy BHU3. BUKTOpUsI CHOBa MOJIHsIIA T71a3a.
Cné3spl yxe OnecTeny B HUX.

— 4 mo6mio Bac.

CrnoBa copBajmch MOYTH HIENOTOM.

— U He x04y OTHANATHCS... HE XOUY, YTOOBI OBUIO OOJBHO.

Cnéspl TUXO MOTEeK/HM 110 e€ mekaM. OHa nofgHsiia pyky. OCTOPOKHO MOTSAHY/IACH K €0 JIMILY.
Ho e€ naynons 3amepna B Bo3ayxe. OHa Tak JaBHO XOTeJia IPUKOCHYTHCA K Hemy. [locMOTpeTs B ero
rna3a Tak omm3ko. Ckaszath 4To-HUOYIb MATKoe. OH HpaBWIICA €l C CaMOro Havasa. DTOT YeIOBeK
ObLT TEM MaJIBYMKOM. TeM, KTO OHaXIbI IPOTSHYI el PyKy B TOM TEMHOI KOMHate. TeM, KTO TUXO
CcKaza:

«He mnaus. 51 6yny psoom.»

Jlns1 He€ oH HaBceraa ocTajcs TuM cBetoM. Koryia oHa BcTpetniia ero cHosa... OHa nomoouia
ero 6e3 OIISI/IKH.

CusnbHOrO.

CroKoWHOrO.

YenoBeka, KOTOPBIN Ka3aJics €l U3 IPYyroro MUpa.

N naxe ceitvac...

Iaxe roce Bcex ero cios...

Omna He MorJ1a €ro HEHABUIETh.

AJlekcaHip cMOTpesT Ha He€ HeCKOJIbKO CeKyHI. Ero JIuio Obl10 CTpaHHBIM.

Heuurtaempim.

ITorom oH oTBepHyscs U nomen aanbiie. OH BOIIEN B €€ KOMHATY.

AKKypaTHO OITyCTWJI €€ Ha KPOBaTh.

W cpasy orcrynui.

Ero ronoc npo3By4an Xoa0qHoO.
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— TBoOE cepnue a1 MEHs He UMEET POBHBIM CYETOM HMKAKOTO 3HAYCHHUS.

OH cnenan nay3y.

— Hu Ha mioiim.

N paszsepnyiica. Korna oH yxonui, BUukropus cHOBa yBUAEa €ro CIIMHY.

Ty CIIMHY, KOTOPYIO OHA BHJENA yKe CTONbKO pa3. U e€ cepatie 001e3HEHHO CKaOCh.

I'maBa 12

BukTopusi ocTOpokHO cea 3a MaJeHbKUIA YaliHBIN CTOJIMK M TIOBEPHYJIACH JIUIIOM K MMIIepa-
TpULE.

Yamku u3 ToHKOTO (papdopa TUXO 3BAKHYIU O Ooaa. B koMHare naxyio 6epraMoTom U cBe-
el Bblnedykoil. CKBO3b BBICOKME OKHA CTPYWJICSI MATKHI JHEBHOM CBET, jenas aTMocdepy NodTu
nomariHel. iMnepatopckuii ABOpel] Beeraa Kazaicsi BUKTOpHM CITUIITKOM OOJTBITAM, CJIMIITKOM CTPO-
ruM. Ho psioM ¢ umniepatpurieid HarpsikeHrue oueMy-To MOCTENEHHO UCUYE3alo.

Nmneparop, HAIPOTHB, BCETJa BHI3BIBANT Y HE€ CKOBAHHOCTh. Ero mpucyTcTBre OBLIO TSKEBIM,
CJIOBHO BO3/yX BOKpPYT cTaHOBWICS ryme. C HUM oHa 0osilach cKas3arh JviiHee ciioBo. Ho nmme-
parpuiia odnagana peJKuM JapoM — YMEHHeM pacrnonararth Jiogedi. C Hell pa3roBop TeK MSATKO U
€CTECTBEHHO. A PAIOM CUjela ell€ U KPOHIPUHIIECCA.

Aneib.

Ona Obl1a COBCEM JIpyroil, 4yem OOJIBIIMHCTBO apUCTOKPATOK, KOTOPBIX BHKTOpHS HMHOTrAa
BCTpevalla Ha peAkux npuéMax. B e€ manepax He ObUIO XOJMIOAHOW HagMeHHOCTH. OHa roBopuia
NpsIMO U MCKPEHHE, a B €€ YJIBIOKe 4yBCTBOBAIOCH Terwio. [loatomy Buktopusi JOBOIBHO OBICTPO
MOYYBCTBOBaIA ceOsl CIOKOIHee. AJiesb BHUMATEIbHO MocMOTpesnia Ha He€. E€ B3 ObUT MATKUM,
HO BHUMATEJIbHbIM.

— Kcratu... — ocTopokHO cKazana oHa, — MeHsl OECIIOKOUT, UTo Benvkast repriorvHs BbIris-
IWT XyJlee, YeM B MPOLLIBbIA pa3, Korja s Bac BUjEa.

Bukropus Ha cekyHay 3amepia. OHa 3HauIa, 4TO 3TO IpaBja. 3a MocjaeJHUE HEAEIU OHa OYTH
He ena. CoH Toxe mpuxonu peako. Ho oHa Bc€ paBHO 3actaBuiia ceOs YAbIOHYTHCS.

— Mo€ 310poBbE B MOCIEAHEE BPEMS IEMCTBUTEILHO HEMHOTO XYyXKe... — THUXO CKa3ajla OHa.
— Ho BonHOBaTbCA HE 0 YeM.

AJieib 4yTh HAKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY.

— Ionnmaro. Ho BCE ke HaIeCh, UTO CKOPO BCE HAJIAUTCS.

Ona ynpeiOHynack. Ha Heli ObUTO JIETKOE T1aThe ISl OepeMeHHBIX — MSATKas TKaHb CBOOOIHO
CTpyusach BOKpyr e€ ¢purypsl. E€ 1yimHHBIE CBET/IbIE BOJIOCH OBUTM YJIOKEHBI HA OIHY CTOPOHY U
cUsUTH B Jiydax cBeta. OHa Obl1a Ha siToM Mecsitie 6epeMeHHOCTH. U BCE e€ U0 CIIOBHO CBETHIIOCH
TUXUM cuactbeM. MHorna, msaas Ha He€, BUKTopuy cTaHOBUJIOCH CTPAHHO TEIJIO U OTHOBPEMEHHO
HEMHOTO I'PYCTHO.

Nmneparpuiia nocraBuia 4auky Ha CToJl.

— Kak nacu€r toro, ytoObI BB C AJIeJTh IPUCOETMHUINCH KO MHE CETO/IHsI Ha BeuepHeil Mecce?

OHa roBopuia MSTKO.

— Ceituac B UIMIIEPaTOPCKOM ABOPLIE HAXOAATCS CBAIIEHHUKH, KOTOPBIE MOJIATCS 32 3/10POBbE
OepeMeHHbIX KEeHIIUH.

AJlenn 0KUBUJIIACK.

— O! — ona gaxe xyonHyna B Jagomm. — Caenaem tak! $1 monporny cBsiieHHUKa O71aro-
CJIOBUTb U 3J0pOBbe Bennkoil reprioruHu.

Bukropus cierka cMyTuiacs.

— Her... He crouT. CBAIIEHHUKH 3[€Ch paIyl HACJIEAHOW MPHUHIECCHL. S He X0uy UX OecroKo-
UTb.

Mmnepatpuiia MArKo ybIOHYI1ach.
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— Jlaxe He gymaiTe 00 STOM.

E€ ronoc OblT CHOKOMHBIM ¥ YBEPEHHBIM.

— BBl TOXE AB/ISIETECH YACTHIO HAILIEH UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbHU.

ITH CJI0Ba PO3BYYAJIM TaK €CTECTBEHHO, YTO BHKTOpHS He cMora Bo3pa3uTh. OHa TUXO KUB-
HyJa.

— bularonapio Bac.

[Nocrne 3Toro pa3roBop CHOBa MOTEK CMOKOWHO. OHM TOBOPHMIIM O MTPOCTHIX BEIIax — O TOrofie,
O TIPE/ICTOSIIMX MPA3THUKAX, O AETSIX MPUIBOPHBIX.

W BriepBele 3a monroe BpeMms BUKTOpHs NMOYYBCTBOBaNA, KaK TSKECTh BHYTPH HEMHOTO
ocnabna. B momecTbe repriora oHa Mo4TH MepecTaia pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ JOAMU. TaMm THIMHA Oblia
XOJIOTHOM.

3nech ke oHa ObUIa MATKOM.

CrokoiHoi1.

K Beuepy Bukropus ornpaBuiack BMecte ¢ Ajenb B XxpaM. Korga oHu Bolw BHYyTph, BukTo-
pYsi HA MTHOBEHHE OCTaHOBWJIACh. Xpam ObUT 3a7uT cBeToM. COTHEYHBIE JTy4d MPOXOIIIN CKBO3b
BUTPaKH Y OKPALTMBAIA KAMEHHBIHA TIOJI MSATKMMU [IBETAMU — 30JI0THIM, CUHHUM, QJTBIM.

Ha BO3BbIIIEHNH CTOSUTN CBAIIEHHUKH.

Hekotopble U3 HUX yXe CTOSUIM Ha KOJIEHSIX, CKJIOHHB T'OJIOBBI B MOJIUTBE.

B xpame napmiia ocoOeHHast TUIIMHA.

He nycras — a HarmloHeHHast YeM-TO ITTyOOKMM U CIIOKOWHBIM.

AJep THXO NO3BaA:

— CasmieHHHUK AJbOEPT.

OnuH M3 MYXYMH MEIJIEHHO TMOBEPHYN TojloBy. Y Hero ObUTM MoyTd Oelble cepeOpucThie
BOJIOCHI M CIIOKOMHOe Jiniio. Korza oH yBuaen Azeins, ero ry0obl TpoHysa TEMIAst yablOKa.

— JMo6po noxanoBars, MprHIlecca AJieb.

3arem ero B3I/ epeMecTuiics Ha Buktopuio. U octanoBuics. Ero riiaza Obiv CIOKOMHBIMU.
Ho BHuMarensHpiME. OH CMOTpENT Ha He€ UyTh J0JIbIIe, YeM TpeOoBasia OObIYHAS BEKIMBOCTb.

AJeinp peacTaBuiia e€:

— D10 Benukas reprioruns Bundecrep. f npuBesna e€ Ha Meccy CO MHOM.

— Ilonumaro.

CaseHHMK KMBHYIL. Ho B3msiy ero Be€ emme Obul cocpeioToueH Ha Bukropuu.

— Ckopo HauréTcs mosniebeH. [Toxkanyiicra, mpucaKuBauTeCh.

OHHM 3aHSIM MECTO Ha JJIMHHON CKaMbe. BUKTOpHS THXO CIIOXWIA PyKH Ha KoseHsx. Cs-
IIEHHUKH HavYaim oOpsia. OHM MeJIeHHO TIOIHSITMCh U BBICTPOMIIMCH Tiepes antapéM. OnuH 3a apy-
T'MM Ha4aJIuch MOJIUTBHL ['onoc AnbOepra 3Bydai MArko U poBHO. B HEM ObLI0 UTO-TO HEOOBIYAITHO
ycroKauBaolnee. BUKTopus ciymana ero ¥ 4yBCTBOBaJIA, KaK HaNpsDKEHHUE MOCTENEHHO MOKUIAST
e€ meun. Korga Hactanm MOMEHT O5arocjioBeHus, OAWH U3 CITyKUTeNel PUHEC cepeOpsiHyIo Jariry
CO CBSITOM BOJIOW. AJIbOEpT MOAOMIEN K AJieb.

— Jla mpeOyayT MUp U CTAOMIIBHOCTD C MaTephlo U OyAyIIUM peOEHKOM.

OH nogHs pyKy Haj e€ royioBoil. CBsTasi Bojia TUXO KOCHYJIach €€ BOJIOC.

OH npou3HEC MOIUTBY. A 3aTeM MEJIJICHHO OTKPbUI IM1a3a. Y kuBHyn Buktopun. OHa noporiia
K aJITapio.

Ceparie e€ Om10ch HEMHOTO OBICTpEe.

Ona 3akpblia 7asa.

— Jla mpeOyayT ¢ Bamu OnarocyioBeHust BoxbH.

Karum cBsaTOlM BO/IBI KOCHYJIUCH € Bojioc | Ji0a. ['onoc AnbOepra 3Bydan tuxo. M KakuM-To
00pa3oMm... oueHb Om3Ko. [TouTH MENOTOM OH BJIPYT CIIPOCHIL:

— MBpI BcTpeuanuch pasbliie?

Bukropus yauBiIE€HHO OTKpbUIA I71a3a.
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— O... Her.

OHa pacTepsiHHO MOprHyJa.

— 41 BnepBbIE BUKY Bac.

CBsIIIEHHUK HEMHOTO ITOMOJTYaII. 3aTeM MSATKO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— ITonumaro. 3HayuT, 9 omoCs.

OH crokoiiHO 3aBepini 00psia OnarociaoBenrst. Ho Buktopus mouyBcTBOBajIa CTpaHHOE OITY-
IEHUE.

Kak Oyaro B ero B3misize ObUIo yTO-TO 3HakoMoe. OHa CHOBa mMocMoTpena Ha Hero. W Ha
CEKYH]ly €l T0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO CBSIIEHHUK CMOTPUT Ha HEE TakK...

CJI0BHO MbITa€TCsl BCIOMHUTH OY€Hb JAAJIEKOE MPOIIUIOE.

keksk

Cronuiia mpocHyack 3aJ0JITO 10 paccBeTa. YJHIIbI ObLIH 3aI0THEHB JIIOIbMU, YKPAILIeHbI 3Ha-
MEHAMH U THPJISTHIAMH U3 KUBBIX 11BeTOB. Ha GankoHax pazBeBasMch uMIepckue ¢iaru, a B BO3IyXe
CTOSLJT 3BOH KOJIOKOJIOB U IITyM TOJITIBL. DTO ObLI JIeHb (pecTHBaJIs — Mpa3aHUK ocHOBaHUs MMmmnepun.
Anexcanzip npuObUT B CTOJMITY KaK pa3 K 9TOMY JHIO. YTPEHHHI Mapaj MPOIIEN Mo TJIABHOMW I1JI0-
maau. Briepeau IBUrayimch MMIepCKye pelliapy B CBEPKAOIIMX JOCTIEXaX, UX KOHU CTYNAIA POBHBIM
CTpPOEM, a KOIbsl OTPAXKAJIM SPKOE YTPEHHEE COJHIIE. 3a HUMHU CJIeJO0BAIM 3HAMEHOCLIbI, O(PULIEDH,
MIPeJCTaBUTEIIN 3HATHBIX JOMOB. ToJina NpuBeTCTBOBaIA X TPOMKUMMU BO3IJIacaMu. AJIEKCaH/Ip exall
BIIEpe/In OTpsiia BuHUecTepCcKUX phlllapeil — BBICOKUM, IPSIMOM B ceJljie, XOIOJHbINA U MIOUTH BEJIH-
YECTBEHHBIM.

INocne 3aBepieHus mapajga COMpPOBOKAAIOIINE HAYAIN CIIEITHO TOTOBUTHCS K OaHKETy B IICH-
TpaJIbHOM JBoplie. TeM BpeMeHeM BO ABOpLIE yxke HAYMHAIOCh ABK:keHue. Cllyrd TOPOIUIMBO Mepe-
HOCHJIM OMIo/Ia, IPOBEPSIIM cepeOpsiHyIo TMocyay, paccTaBisuii cBeun. Korma no Bukropuun nornia
HOBOCTb O MpPUOBITUM AJIEKCaHJpa, OHA TOCIIEITHO CITyCTWJIACh B TJIABHBIA XOJUT MIEPBOTO Taka.
CeronHs OHa HaJle1a TEMHO-3€JIeHOe I1aThe. TKaHb MATKO CTpyMIach 1o (purype, a BbIpe3 ObLT yKpa-
IIEH M3SIIHBIM TEMHO-30JI0TBIM Kpy:keBoM. OHO Jiesiaio LBET €€ IJ1a3 ellg sipye, a KOXy — MOoYTU
dapdoporoii. Jlonu HEBOJILHO OIJISAABIBATIMCH Ha He€. HekoTopble mpuaBOpHbBIE Jake HA MTHOBEHUE
3ameuisi mar. Ho Buktopust mouty He 3amevasnia 3TuxX B3mIsA0B. EE MBICITN ObUTH 3aHSATHI TOJHKO
OJIHUM.

OH BepHyJICS.

Oma crosiia B X0JJ1e, He 3Hasl, Kyna cedst 1eTh, KOT/a BAPYT YCIbIIIaia rojioc:

— Bama CemiocTs.

Ona o6epnynack. K Hell mogomén My k4ruHa, KOTOPOTo OHa yxkKe BHea HECKOJIBKO JTHEH Ha3al
B LieHTpe ropoga. [TomomHuk Anekcangpa. OH MOYTUTENIBHO CKJIOHUIT [OJIOBY.

— 4 npumeén nepepars nociaanue Ero BeicouectBa. OH cka3ai, 4To Bbl MOXKETE MPOWUTH B
OankeTHBIN 3a71. Ero BeicoyecTBO HEMHOTO 336 pKUBACTCHI.

BuxkTopus Ha cekyHay pactepsiiack. [1o 0Obr4aio cyrnpyru BXOIWIHN B 3a1 BMecTe. OHa 1ymana,
yto Oyzer kaath Asekcannapa. [TosTomy cioBa MOMOIIIHHMKA 3aCTAaBIIIM €€ MOYyBCTBOBATh JIETKYIO
HEJIOBKOCTb.

— O... IOHSATHO.

OHa Ha MTHOBEHHE 33 JyMajach.

«Knmare 1u?»

Ho ecnu oH cnienmaiibHO OTIpaBUil COOOIIEHHE. .

3HAYUT, OH HE XOTeJI, YTOOLI OHA JKIaJIa.

— Cnacu6o, 4To miepenan, — TUXO CKa3ajia OHa. 3aTeM OHa HEMHOT'O 3aMsLIach.

Omna BApyT NOHsJIA, YTO HE 3HAET ero MMeHU. MyK4MHa 3aMeTHI1 €€ 3aMellaTesIbCTBO U CJIErKa
YIIBIOHYJICS.

— Mens 30ByT Jlykac JIéBeHnaH.
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OH crerka noKJIOHWJICS.

— [Noxanyiicra, Ha3piBaiiTe MeHs JlykacoMm.

— Cmnacwu6o, Jlykac.

BuxTopus msrko yneionysnace. Ilocie 3Toro oHa HarpaBuiach BO JBOpeEL, I7ie HAXOAUIICS OaH-
KeTHbI 3a1. Ciyra mpoBoau e€ ao asepeil. Korna Bukropust Bolwia BHYTpb, IIIyM pa3roBOPOB Ha
MTHOBEHHE CTUX. 3aj1 ObUI OTPOMHBIM. BBICOKHE MOTOMKH, XPYCTaIbHbIE JIOCTPBI, AJTMHHBIE CTOJIbI,
TIOKPHIThIE OEJIOCHEKHBIMH CKATePTSIMHU. BUKTOpPHS OCTAaHOBHUJIACH BO3JIE CTONA, KOTOPHBIHA IMpeaHa-
3Havavics Juist He€ u Asekcannpa. Ctyn psaoM ocraBajics mycteiM. OHa crosiia Tam ofHa. Yepes
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT K Hell TIOJOILTA HECKOJIBKO J1aM.

— Besukasi reprioruHsi, Kak Baiiu aesa? — ApyKemoOHO cKa3alia OqHa U3 HUX. — S He Buzena
BAaC CO BPEMEHH TOCJIEIHETO YACTIUTHS.

— Jla, KaK BHI MOXKUBaeTe?

BukTopurs BeXJIMBO YJIBIOHYIACH.

— brnaronmapio Bac. Y MeHs BCE XOpoulo.

[Nocne HecKOMbKMX OUIMATBHBIX (Ppa3 pa3roBOp HEMHOTO OXUBMIICS. VI Bckope 1Bepr CHOBa
OTKPBUTACH. B OaHKeTHBIH 3aJ1 BOIIEN HACIICAHBIN TTPUHI] CO CBOEH KeHOU. AJeNb iepkajia pyKy Ha
CBOEM OKpyI/MBIEMcs kuBoTe. OHa OblIa Ha MO3/IHEM CPOKe OEpeMEHHOCTH, U €€ JIUIIO BHITISIIENO
MSATKUM U CIIOKOMHBIM. Hacnenubiii mpuHIl 6epexkHo aepsxai e€ moja pyky. OHuU UM 04eHb OJIU3KO
APYT K Apyry. JJaMbl TUXO 3allIeNTaIUCh.

— DTH JBOE BCerjaa Tak OJIM3KH.

— 4 capimana, HacJIeAHBIN IPUHIL HEBEPOATHO 3a00TIMB. OHU ObLIM TAKUMH C CAMOT0 Havasia
Opaka.

— O 4éM ThI TOBOpHIIIL? — 3acMesIach apyrast. — TBOU My:K TOXE CJaJIOK KaKk ME/.

JKeHIMHBI HAYaIM CMESIThCS, TTOAIITYYMBast HaJl CBOUMH CYIIPyraMH.

Bukropusa ciaymaia ux pasroBop.

N monyaia.

OHa BApYT 3aayManack.

«Kax 310 Bo3mMokHO? Kak joau MoryT ObITh HACTOIBKO OJIM3KHU... €CIM MX Opak 3aKJIIOYEH Mo
MOJTUTUICCKUM TTPUIMHAM 7>

E€ coOcTBeHHbIl Opak ObUT UMeHHO TakuM. Ho y HUX ¢ AJiekcaHApoM He ObUIO Jake JIpyke-
CKHMX pa3roBOPOB.

WHorna ona noBuia cedst Ha MBICIH, YTO OHH MOYTH HE3HAKOMIIBL.

— A dro Hacuét Benukoii reproruiu?

BukTopus B31poruyna.

— A?

Bce B3mIs1/161 OOpATHIINCh K HEW.

— Hawm BceMm oueHb MHTEpECHO y3HaTh, Kakol Benukuil repror Bunuecrep.

— Bl penko ObiBaeTe B CTONHMIIE, TOITOMY HaM JIIOOOIBITHO, KaK BbI KUBETE.

BuxkTopus nouyBcTBOBasIa JI€rkoe HanpsikeHue. OHa HEOBKO YJIBIOHYJIACh.

— Ero BpicouecTBO... O4EHb 3aHAT.

Ona ocTOpOXHO TIOAOMpaa CIoBa.

— A B TIOMecCThe IMOUYTH HeT keHIuH. MHoraa ObIBaeT HEMHOTO OIMHOKO... HO 5 CITPaBJISIOCh.

OtBeT nosyuwsicst HeorpeaeneHHbIM. K c4acTbio, JaMbl TOJBKO MOHMMAIOIIE KUBHYJIH.

— BepHo, HaBepHOE TPYIHO MPHIJIAIIATh TOCTEH U3 CTOJHUIIBL.

— Ho BB 00s13aTenbHO MpHUTIacuTe HAC KOraa-HUOYIb?

— 1 681 ¢ pagocThio IOOBIBaJIA B IOMecThe BuHuectep.

PasroBop 6sicTpo cmenun Temy. Tonbko Toraa Bukropusi HemHoro paccnaduinack. OHa ydact-
BOBaJIa B Pa3roBOpe, KOI/ia BAPYT yciblania 1myM y Bxoga. Ona noBepHy:ia ronoy. U yBuzena ero.
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Anekcanp BoIIen B OaHKeTHBIN 3a71. Y mouTH cpasy Bce B3MIAABI 0OpaTWIMCh K Hemy. [laxke
HACJIETHBIA TPUHIL MPUBJIEKA MEeHbIlle BHUMaHHs. BBICOKMIA, CTporuii, B TEMHOM NapaJHOM MYH-
aupe — AJIeKcaH/p BBIIIAAE MOYTH MYTalolle BeJIMYEeCTBEHHO. BUKTOpHS MOYYBCTBOBANA, KakK
cepue cierka yckopuiocs. OHa nonpoianach ¢ jamaMu. M ocTopokHO MoAoIa K Hemy.

— Baie BricouecTBo.

Anekcanzip oOepHyJIcsl Ha e€ TUXUil rosoc. Bukropus aepxkana Kpaii riatbs naisiamu. OHa
6os11ach.

Bosinack, uto oH mpocto mpourHopupyet e€. M yitnér. Ho BOKpyr ObUIO CIMIIIKOM MHOTO
JOfei.

AJnekcanp, BeposITHO, [IOHUMAJ 3TO.

[ToaTomy OH He TTPOSBUIT OOBIYHOM XOJIOHOW PE3KOCTH.

— Tloiinémre Ha cBOM MecTa, — CyXO cKazasl oH. U mpoTsHyJ eil pyKy.

Bukrtopus yauBieHHO nocMorpesa Ha Hero. Ha cekyHny oHa naxe He nosepuia. Ho morom
OCTOPOXHO TIOJIOKMIIA CBOIO PYKY B €T0 JIaJJOHb. Ero nasibiibl ObUIHA XOJIOAHBIMH.

Ero nuiio ocraBanock HEAOBOJIbHBIM.

N Bce xe...

OH corpoBOX A €€.

W 31010 0Ka3aJI0Ch IOCTATOUHO, YTOOHBI B €€ CepIe MOsIBIIACh MaJIeHbKas UCKpa OOIerYeHusl.
OHM HampaBUJIUCh K CBOEMY CTONTy. M B 9TOT MOMEHT HACJIEIHbINA MPUHI], 3aMETHUB HX, C ITMPOKOU
YJIBIOKOM HAITPAaBUJICSI UM HAaBCTpEdy.

I'naBa 13

— 41 Obl1 yBepeH, YTO BBl UPE3BBIYAWHO 3aHATHI, — C JOOPOAYLIHOW YIBIOKOW MPOU3HEC
HACJIETHBIA TIPUHII, — HO, K CYACThIO, Y BaC BCE e HAIIOCh BPeMsI MOCETUTh OAHKET.

AJnekcaHp eBa 3aMETHO HaxXMypuJIcs.

310 OBUIO TIOUTH HE3aMETHO — JIETKOE JBIKEHNE OpOBeid, TeHb HEIOBOJIbCTBA, MEJIbKHYBIIAsI
B 1a3ax. Ho oH TyT ke B3s11 cebs1 B pyku. Ha ero nviie nosiBuiach BeX/IMBasi, BBIBEPEHHAs! yJIbIOKA.
Ta camasi, KOTOpO¥ OH TMOJIB30BAJICS HA JUIJIOMATHUECKUX BCTpeyax.

— Pazymeercsi, — criokoiiHO 0TBeTH OH. — Kak e MOr sl MpOIyCTUTh CTOJIb CJIABHOE TOP-
KecTBO?

Hacnenuplii npuHIL clierka HaKJIOHWIT TOJIOBY.

— O1mmyHO. §1 HEMHOTO TIepesKMBaJI, MOCKOJIBKY Bbl HE yYaCTBOBAJIM B Mapaje.

Ha cexkyHny Mexay HUMU MOBUCIA Tay3a. AJIEKCaHAP Mojiya cMOTpes Ha Hero. Y Bapyr ero
ryObl TpOHYJIa OTKpOBeHHas ynblOka. [lourn HacmenumBas. OH MPeKpacHO 3HAJI, YTO HACTIEAHOMY
npuHILy ObUIO HEMOBKO. TOT HE COMPOBOX A UMIIEpAaTOpa BO BpeMs YTPEHHErO MIeCTBUsI, COCNIaB-
IIKCh HAa COCTOSTHUE 5KeHBI. V1 XOTS 3TO BBIIIISIEIIO BIIOJHE OIPaBAAHHO, TPUABOPHbIE BCE pABHO Iepe-
MENTHIBAIMCH. Terneph ke HacJeJHbIN TPUHII CaM 3aTPOHYJ TeMYy OTCYTCTBHS AJleKcaHapa. 3aMeTHB
3Ty YJBIOKY, HACJEHBIN TIPUHIL Yy Th NPpUHOAHsT OpoBU. OH ObIcTpo cMeHu TeMy. U epeBén B3
Ha Bukropuio.

— AX, 1 BUXKy, Benukas reploruss Toxe 31€cCh.

Ero ynpiOka cHOBa cTajia MArKON U PUBETIIMBOM.

— Agienp pacckasplBasia MHE, YTO Bbl YYBCTBOBAJIM CeOsl HEBAXHO. $1 Cliblimal, CBAIIEHHUK
OmarocnoBu Bac. Terepb BCE B mopsiake?

BuxTopus cierka ckjionuia ronopy. Ha e€ juiie nosiBuiach CriokoiHasi, BeXKJIMBAast yIbIOKA.

— Jla, Gmaromaps Baineit 3a0ote, Baie BoicouectBo. Tereps st 4yBCTBYIO ceOs JTydlrie.

OHa roBopuia MSTKO.

Ho noka ona pasroBapuaia, AJieKCaHp He3aMETHO TIOCMOTPE BHU3.

Ha e€ nomprkky.
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TkaHb MIaThsI CKPBIBaAJIA OMHTHI, HO OH BCE paBHO MIOMHIJI MX. 3aTEM €ro B3IJIsI CKOJIb3HYI K e€
TOHKOMY 3arisicTbio. OH yBUJIEN €Ba 3aMETHYIO TeHb CUHSKA. Ero masiplibl HETPOU3BOJIBHO CKAUCh.
W on ObicTpo OTBEN I71a3a, OYATO HUYETo He 3aMETHII.

— AX, KaKeTcsl, CKOPO HAUHYTCS TaHLbI, — CKa3aJl HAC/IEIHbIN IPUHIL. B 3TOT MOMEHT opkecTp
CMEHWJI MEJIOAMIO.

My3bika crana msrye. JIErkuil BajibC MJIABHO pas3fwiics 1o 3aiy. HacnemHslil mpuHI monpo-
I1aJICsI C HUMU Y HAaITPaBUIICS K CBOEH xkeHe. Bckope 6aHKeTHbIN 3ai pazaeuiics. OIHU maphl BBIILTH
Ha TaHIEBAJIbHYIO TUIOMAAKY. [JIpyrue octaimch 3a CTojamMu, CIyIiasi My3bIKy U ITPOIOKast Oece/pl.
BukTopust octopoxHO ocMoTpesa Ha Anekcanapa. Ero Jmio sicHo roBOprIIo 0IHO — OH He COOu-
pascs tanneBatb. OH B3s1 OOKaJl BUHA y COMPOBOsKAAoIero. M caenan riaoTok.

Bukrtopus tuxo crosia psaoM. OHa nelTajiach PUIYyMaTh, YTO cKka3arh. Ho cioBa HUKak He
npuxoquiv. Bekope Kk Anekcanpy Hauyalay NOAXOOUTh TOCTH.

Benbmoxu, oguiiepbl, TpUaBOPHBIE.

OHM IpUBETCTBOBAJIM €T0, 3aJaBaJIi BOIPOCHI, AETUIMCh HOBOCTSMU. OH OTBEeYaJl CIOKOMHO U
yBepeHHO. ByaTo 3ta cBeTckas 6ecena Obuia JIsl HEro MPUBLIYHON UTpoid. BUKTOpUS cuaena psjioMm.
Oma cierka KocHyJ1ach najbliaMu Ookasa Ha croine. M momya HaOmonana. OHa Buzena, Kak Jerko oH
obmaercs ¢ gpyrumu moabmu. Kak yBepenHo nepxkurcs. M mouemy-To UMEHHO 3TO 3aCTaBIISUIIO €€
YYBCTBOBaTh ceOs e Oosiee JIMITHEN PSIIOM C HUAM.

Korna notok rocreil HakoHell UCCSK, AJIEKCaH/Ip BHE3AIMHO NOHsLIcs. Y Bblilen Ha Teppacy.
CHapyxu ObUIO THXO. XOJOIHBIA BeUepHUI BO3AYX KOCHYICS ero juia. OH MOIOIIEN K MepuiaMm.
Onépcst Ha HUX JIAIOHSIMU.

Berep cnerka tpemnan ero BoJOCHI.

HeckomnbKo cekyH OH ITPOCTO CTOsT TaM, 3aKkphIB I1a3a. [llym 3ana ocrancsa nozanu. U romosa
HaKOHell cTajia yyThb jerde. Ho Bapyr aBepb 3a €ro CIMHOI TUXO OTKPBLIACh.

OH noBepHYJI TOJIOBY.

Ha Teppacy BbllLIa KEHIIMHA B TEMHO-3€JEHOM IUIATHE.

Bukropus.

OHa nojo11Ia OCTOPOKHO.

— Bainie BoicouecTBo... ¢ Bamu BCE B Mopsijike?

E€ nmu1io BeIIALEI0 00ECTIOKOEHHBIM.

Anekcanp Hu4ero He orseTwi. OH MPOAOJIKAI CMOTPETD BIEepE. BHyTpu 3a1a Ha HUX MOIIU
CMOTpeTh JecaTku monei. Ho 3mech, Ha Teppace, BcE ObLIo MHaYe. 3/1ech He HYKHO OBLIO TIPUTBO-
pstbcs. I oH He XOTes ienath BUf, 4YTO MEKy HUIMHU €CTh OU30CTb.

— Kameprep nan mHe 4yail OT oXmesibsi, — THUXO cKazaia Bukropusi. OHa npotsHyiaa emy
yaimky. OHa Bujena, Kak OH IMPOAOJDKAeT NMUTh BUMHO. U momymana, 4yTo, BO3MOXKHO, €r0 My4aer
noxmesnbe. Ho Aniekcanap He B35 yalllky. BUKTOpUs MEJIEHHO OIMyCTUJIA TOJIOBY.

— Bawm BoBce He 00s13aTeNTbHO €ro MUTh... — THXO CKazana oHa. — Ho s ocTaBimio ero 3aeck.

OHa nocraBu/Ia yalllky Ha KaMeHHBIW mapareT. 3aTeM 3aMelnikaiack. He ynuia cpasdy. Ha eé
JIMLIE MEJIbKHYJIO €/1Ba 3aMETHOE JKeJIaHUE OCTaThCs PAIOM. AJIEKCAHAP MEJIEHHO MOPTHYJI.

On 3ametn 310. U ObIcTpO NIEpeBEN Ha HEE BIIIISL.

— 9710 TBOE X000 ? — €ro rojioc Mpo3ByYall XOJIOJHO. — BhITh HABI3UMBO?

Bukrtopus B3gpornyna. E€ rnaza npornynu. Asiekcanap oTBepHysicsi. OH 4yBCTBOBaI, Kak
BHYTPHY TOgHMMaeTcsi pasapaxenue. Ho pasnpaxeHue OblIo He TONBKO Ha He€. MIMeHHO 3TO ero
3nmwio. Emy Obi10 ObI TOpa3fio sierde, eciiv Obl 3Ta JKEHIUHA TTPOCTO UcYUe3ya U3 ero ku3Hu. Ho oHa
MPOJIOJIKaJIa TIOSIBIIATHCA.

CHoBa U CHOBA.

— 4 mpocto Gecnokotock 0 BaieM BricodecTse... — THXO ckazayia Bukropusi.

OH ycMmexHyIcs.

— He norunmaro, mouemMy Thl IOJKHA OECIIOKOUTHLCS 000 MHE.
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Buxkrtopus nognsia rmasza. E€ B3ms Obut sicHeiM. Y TOueMy-TO MIMEHHO 3TO BCeTia BHIBOAMIIO
€ro U3 paBHOBECHSI.

OTH raza.

OHnM Bceraa CMOTpENU Ha HEero Tak JKe.

Jlaxe Torga, Korja oH TOBOPUJI €i CaMble 5KECTOKHE BEILU.

— TMouemy TbI GoMbIIIE QyMaelb 0 MOEM OyIyIleM, 4eM O CBOEM? — pe3KO CKazal OH. —
Heysxenu ThI 1ymMaelb, 4To 3TOT Opak OyleT AJUThCS BEYHO?

E€ ryOwb gporaym.

Omna onycTuiia B3IJIS.

I'naza e€ cierka nokpacsesu. M B 3ToT MOMEHT AJIEKCaH P TOYYBCTBOBAJ HEITPUATHOE CKATUE
B rpyau. OH nonumait. OH 3a11€N1 CIUIIKOM JIaJIeKO.

Ho BMecTO TOro 4yto0bl OCTAHOBUTHCS, OH JIUIIIb CUJIbHEE CIIPSITaJl CBOM YyBCTBA 32 XOJIOIOM.

— ...IIpoury mporuenus.

l'onoc Buktopuu npo3pyydai Tixo. CaaBieHHO.

— ¢1 Gosnbire He Oyy Bac OECIIOKOWTH.

Omna noeepHyJ1ach.

N ymna.

E€ maru 6pumi HepoBHBIMU. ByaTO OHa MorIIa ynacTts B mo0oi MoMeHT. Korna oHa ncuesna 3a
ABEpbI0, AJIEKCAaHIP PE3KO YAApUJI JIAJOHBIO TIO JIOY.

— Yepr...

OH nymaut, uto nociie e€ yxoza crater jierye. Ho Hao6opot. B ronose Bc€ emmg crosi e€ B3,

E€ raza.

[Tonnsle cnés.

On kperue cxkan nepwia. Ceppre OMIOCH CIIUIIKOM ObICTPO. DTO pazapaxkano. OH MPUBBIK
CKpbIBaTh cBOM 3Monuu. [lociie MHOTHX JIeT BOWHBI, TOCIe OECUMCICHHBIX CMEPTEl — OH HAY4MJICS
aepxkarb Juo. OH MOT CITIOKOWHO YJIBIOAThCS UMIIEPATopy.

CIoKOIHO pa3roBapuBarh C JIIOABMH, KOTOPbIE MEUTATIU YHUUTOXKUTD €TO.

Ho c neii...

[Touemy-T0 3TO CTAaHOBUJIOCH HEBO3MOKHBIM.

«Korna ato Hauanocs?..»

OH He ycrien Joaymars.

— O... TpoIIry npoIeHus.

JKeHckuii rosioc pa3faiicsi u3-3a KoJoHHB. OTTy/Ia BbIIILIA KEHIIUHA.

OHa BhITJISIAENA CTIeTKa CMYIIEHHOM.

— 4 He xoTena NOACTYIIMBATD.

Anekcanzp 6pocui Ha He€ KOpoTKui B3rsiA. U TyT ke orBepHy/csa. OH 3HaN, YTO OHA TaM.
Emg€ xorna Beien Ha reppacy. Ho 31o ero He unTepecoBaso.

— JlaBHO He BUIENUCh, HE TaK JIM? — CKa3aJia KEeHIIUHA, TOAXO0/s ONnKe.

OH HaxMypuJICs.

— BbI mens 3Haete?

Ona ynbIOHyIaCh.

— Jymaio, BBl MEHsI HE IIOMHUTE.

AJekcaH/Ip OKUHYJI e€ OBICTPBIM B3MIAIOM. E€ uiio Hu4ero eMy He roBOpuIIO.

— W 410 e BBl XOTENM? — XOJIOHO CIPOCKUII OH.

— 4 Jana u3 noma [paiic.

OH cnerka 3aaymascs. Y TonpKo Toraa 4ro-To BCIIOMHMIL.

[Tpaiic.

Opna 13 cemel, KOTOpPbIE KOTIa-TO MBITATUCH TOPOJHUTHCS ¢ HUM. [0 BOHBI.

— PasBe BbI He oMHUTE? — cKa3ajia oHa. — Koraa-To roBopuin o Halei moMoJIBKe.
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Ha.

Tenepp OH BCIOMHUJL.

ITomonBka gokHA ObITa COCTOSATBCS TOCTIE ero coBepliieHHoeTrsA. Ho mmmeparop oTmpasu
ero Ha BoiHy. W pa3roBopsl 0 cBajpOe MCcUe3u caMu cOOOM.

— 41 oueHb paja cHOBa yBUAETH Bac, — IMPoAoIKaia oHa. — YecTHO roBopsi, MHOT/A 51 BCHO-
MHHAIO O Bac.

Ausexkcanap Momdait. Ho oHa BCE€ paBHO mpojosrkana:

— Kcraru... BbI, JOMKHO OBITh, CUJIBHO HEIOMIOOIMBAETE CBOIO JKEHY.

OH yxe codupascs yiutu. Ho oHa octaHoBUIIA €ro.

— Moii oren1 xoueT noMoub BauieMy BeicoyecTBy.

OH ocTaHOBUJICS.

N menneHHo noBepHyJICS.

Ero rnaza cy3uiuice.

— W3 Toro, 4To A cibIana... — CKasajia oHa, — B ¢ Belukoii reprioruHeit korga-Huoyab
Ppa3BENETECD.

Ona 3anpaBuiia npsap Bojioc 3a yxo. Eé riaza onecHyiu.

— TMocne 3Toro Bam cTomio Obl HATTAWTL OTHOIIIEHKS C HAIICH CeMbEN.

AJekcaHIp HeCKOJIbKO CeKyH[I cMOTpet Ha He€. U Bapyr Tuxo paccmesuicsi. Kak Oyaro ycibi-
II1aJ1 JIaid COOaKM.

— Bl B cBOéM yme?

OHa pacrepsiiach.

— Yro?..

— Boiock, 51 4TO-TO YIMYCTHII, — XOJIOAHO cKa3as oH. OH mocMoTpest Ha Heé Tak, OyaTo repen
HUM OBLJIO YTO-TO COBEPIIIEHHO HIUTOXHOE.

N ymeén.

Korma oH BepHyJicsl B OaHKETHBI 31, My3blKa CHOBA yapuiia 10 ero CIyXy.

[Mym.

Cwmex.

Paszrosops!.

U Bapyr oH 3ameTni e€.

BukTtopuio. OHa 1uia K BHIXOAY U3 3aJ1a.

— Xa-a...

Anekcanap octaHoBwiICs. VI BAPYT NMOHsUT Of1HY Belilb. M3 Bcex Jiiofieil B 9TOM OrPOMHOM 3aJe. ..

[TepBoii, koro oH yBujen,

OblJTa UMEHHO OHa.

I'naBa 14

BukTopusi mokuHyna GaHKETHBIN 3aJ1 TIOUTH He3aMeTHO. 3a e€ CIMHOM MpoJosIKaia 3By4arh
My3bIKa. JIErkuii Bajibc, CMeX rocTel, 3B0OH OOKAJIOB — BCE 3TO CIMBAJIOCh B OJIMH IIIyMHBIN TIOTOK,
KOTOPBIH MOCTENEHHO PACTBOPSUICS, CTOWJIO €1 BBIITH B JJIMHHBIN IBOPLIOBBIA KOPUIOP.

3aech ObUIO THXO.

CaMIIKOM THXO.

Mrkuii CBeT HACTEHHBIX KaH/IeNI0POB JIOKIJICS HA MPaMOPHBI TIOJT ITTUMHHBIMU 30JI0TUCTBIMU
nosiocamMy. BpICOKHe OKHa OTpakalu HOUYHOE HeOO, M XOJOJHBIA BO3IYX CKOJB3WI MO KaMEHHBIM
CTEHAM.

Bukropus 1muia MeIeHHO.

Kaxnpiii mar gaBascs e Tsokeno. E€ teno 6buto yromiieHo. Ho emé cunbHee OblT H3MOKIEH
e€ pasym. CioBa AsekcaHapa BCE elllé 3By4aiu B rojioBe.
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«Heysxenu Tl ;ymaeinib, 4To 3TOT Opak Oy/leT AJUTHCS BEYHO ?»

Omna nonbITanack IIyOOKo BIOXHYTh. HO rpy/b CIOBHO ckanach. BHe3armHo pe3kast 00k MpoH-
3WJIa €€ HOTY.

— Ax...

OHa oCTaHOBWJIACh.

Crerka mnormaTHyziach ¥ onépiach pykou o cteHy. JIompikka cHOBa Hayasia O0JI€3HEHHO ITyJTb-
crpoBaTh. BO3MOKHO, U3-3a BEICOKUX Tydesb. OHa ObUIa yBepeHa, YTo Hora MOYTH 3aKWIIA... HO Cei-
yac 60J1b BO3BpaIaiack, OyaTo HaloMuHasi o cede. BUKTOpHS 3aKpblia 71a3a U TSKENIO B3JOXHYJIA.
W Bapyr ycneimana maru. OHM pa3aBaluch rIe-To BIEpeIu.

MensieHHble.

CriokoiiHbIe.

OHa nojHsiia rojioBy.

INo xopuaopy K Hew MmIEN YeoBeK B ofesk/ie cBsAleHHnKa. Korna on npudnusuiics, Buktopus
IIMPOKO pacKpblIa IJ1a3a.

— CasmieHHUK AJbOepT...

370 OBUT TOT CaMBIH CBSIIIEHHUK, KOTOPOTO OHA HEIAaBHO BCTPETMIIA HA MecCe BMecTe C AJleNb.
ANBOEpT OCTAaHOBWJICS TIepe]l Hel.

— Bamie BroicouecTtBo.

Ero rosoc 661 MATKMM U CIIOKOWHBIM.

Ho yxe B crneapymomyio cekyHAy ero B3mis onmyctuwics K e€ Hore. OH 3aMeTH1 OMyXIIyio
JIOZIBIKKY.

— Bawm, 1071kHO OBITH, OOJIBHO.

BuKTOpHsa HEMHOTO CMYyTHJIACK.

—O... na.

Ona cMoTpena Ha Hero ¢ JIErkuM JIIoOonbITcTBOM. Ell Ka3anoch CTpaHHBIM BUJIETH €T0 37eCh
— BO JIBOpIIE, Iie B pasrape OaHkeT. CBAIIEHHUK CPeH BCEro ITOro Oyecka M IyMa Kas3ajcs OuTH
HEYMECTHBIM.

AnpOeprt 3ameTt e€ B3N, M MATKO yJIBIOHYIICS.

— Borock, s HeMHOT0 3a0TyInICs, — CKa3all OH C JIETKOW HEJIOBKOCTHI0. — JIBOpeIT CITUITIKOM
IIPOCTOPHBII 1 3aITyTAHHBIN.

Bukropus TMxo paccMmesiach.

— Ionunmaro.

«CBSIIIEHHUKY TOXE MOTYT 3a0JTyTUThCS. ..»

INoka oHa paccmaTpuBasia ero ¢ JETKUM UHTEpecoM, AJTbOepT BAPYT OCTOPOKHO OITYCTHIICS Ha
OJIHO KOJIEHO Tepe]] Hel.

BukTopus B31poruyna.

— Mory s B3MJISIHYTh Ha Ballly JIOABIKKY ?

— O, HerT, HeT... — OHa pacTepsIHHO 3aMaxajia pykou. — I B mopsiake...

Ho AnbOepT MATKO MOKayvas rojIOBOM.

— 41 Mory ucnosp30BaTh CBOIO CHITY, YTOOBI UCLIEJUTH BaIly HOTY.

Ero rosoc 3By4ait tuxo.

Ho yBepenno.

— Bawm He 0 yem OeCIOKOUThCS.

B ero ToHe ObLIO YTO-TO YIUBHUTEIBHO CIIOKOHHOE.

Témnoe.

Hacromnbko, uto BUKTOpHS HEOKMAAHHO TOYYBCTBOBAJIA JOBEPHE.

Ona HepenmTesIbHO KUBHYJIA.

— Torpa... noxanyiicra.

AJBOEPT OCTOPOKHO B3I €€ JIOIBIKKY.
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Ero npukocHoBeHUe OBLIO JIETKUM.

[Toutn HEBECOMBIM.

Uepe3 MrHOBeHHE BOKPYT €ro pyKH MOSIBWICS MATKHIA roinyooi cBeT. OH ObUT MPO3pavHbIM,
cJIOBHO JiyHHOe cusiHue. Korya cBeT KocHyscs e€ koxku, Buktopus B3mpornyna. OuryiieHue Obiio
CTpaHHBIM. ByITO OHa orycTHIa HOTY B MPOXJIAAHYI0 BoAy. I OIHOBpeMEHHO B 9TOM XOJIOJIE OIIly-
masock JiErkoe Teruio. Criia MArko oOBoslakMBaia e€ JoapikKy. CHavana oHa HEMHOTO HIMIasa.

A MOTOM...

Bonbs Havyana ncyesath. ATbOEpT OTITYCTHII €€ HOTY.

— IMonpoOyiiTe MOIIEBETUTS €I0.

BukTopusi ocCTOpOKHO MOBEpHYJIA JIOABLKKY. OHA MPUTOTOBIIIACH K OOJIH.

Ho e€ ne 6b1710.

Coscem.

— Ax...!

OHa mMpPOKO pacKkpblia I71a3a.

— HeseposaTHo...

Omna cHoBa nonreBenmiIa Horoi. Hukakou 6oiu.

— Cnacr60 BaM! — BOCKJIMKHYJIAa OHa. — Bobirie He 6omut!

Jls He€ 9TO Ka3aa0Ch HACTOSAIIMM YyIoM. AJILOEPT CIIOKOWHO TIOTHSLICS.

— Pap, 4yTto cMor rmomMous.

OH crierka MmoKJOHUJICS.

— M=He nopa uaru.

Ho korma oH yxe coOupacs oBepHYThCsI, BUKTOpHsI BAPYT OCTAaHOBUJIA €TO.

— IlogoxxuTe...

OH ocTaHOBUJICS.

— JIa?

OHa HEMHOTO 3aMsLIaCh.

— Mory s cripocuTb Bac Koe 0 4éM?

— KoneuHo.

OH TepnenmBo xaajl. BUKTOpUsI HEMHOTO HEPBHO IEperuieia Nalblbl.

— B0O3MOXHO... MBI BCTpeUyasnch paHblie?

AnpOepT Ha MrHOBeHHe 3aMojyal. B ero rmasax mesnbkHYyJa JIETKas TeHb BOCIIOMHHAHUSI.
[ToTOM OH KHMBHYIIL.

— Jla.

Bukropus yauBIE€HHO IIOCMOTPENIA HA HETO.

— Ho... HeynMBUTEIBbHO, YTO Bbl MEHSI HE 3HAETE.

— Tlouemy?

OH nocMoTpe B e€ MoOONbITHBIE 1a3a. M 3arajjouHo yIbIOHYICS.

— IMoTtomy uTO TOT/IA BBI OB HOBOPOKAEHHBIM PEOEHKOM.

— .. XMm?

Bukrtopus 3acteiia. OHa He MOIJIa OTBECTH IM1a3 OT ero jmia. HoBopoka€HHBIM peGEHKOM?
Ha Bug on 6b11 mpuMepHoO e€ Bo3pacta. MokeT ObITh, 1axe Mojioke. Kak oH MOr OMHHUTH €€ mula-
neHieM? AJbOepT TUXO pacCMesiiCs, 3aMETUB €€ PACTEPSTHHOCTb.

— Hexkotopsie cBAIIEHHUKH, 00JIaJaloue CUIbHON 00KECTBEHHON CHJION, TIePEeCTalOT CTapeTh
BHEIIIHE.

OH roBopm1 cniokoiiHo. Ho B ero mia3zax MejabKHYJI0 YTO-TO CepbE3HOE.

— MHe 0bUTO NATHAIIATH, KOT/A S BIIEPBBIC YBUET BacC.

OH cJierka HakJIOHWI TOJIOBY.

— Haperoch, 3T0r0 00BSICHEHUS TOCTATOYHO.

Bukropus pacTepssHHO KMBHYJIA.
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«OH BCE paBHO BBINISAIEI CJIUILIKOM MOJIOJIO. ..»

Ho B ero ronoce He 0bU10 HU Karut Jokd. OHa CHOBa TIOCMOTpeJa Ha Hero.

W Brpyr nouyBCTBOBaJIa CUIbHOE JIIOOOIBITCTBO.

— Torna... rae Bol MEHS BUAEIN?

OHa HEMHOTO MoJAJ1ach BIEPEL.

— W noyemy Bbl MeH$ 3a1IOMHWIIN ?

E€ mmaza cBeTwMCh MCKPEHHUM HMHTepecoM. AnbOepT MeuieHHO YiblOHysIcsa. Ho B 3tOT
MOMEHT B KOHIIE KOPUAOpa MOAHsIIAch cyMaroxa. M3 GaHKeTHOro 3aj1a Ha4aay BBIXOAUTH TOCTH.

Pazpanuce rosmoca.

[arwu.

CBsILIEHHUK B3IJISIHYJI TyAa.

— Iloxoxe, MHE Topa UITH.

Bukropus cierka pazouapoBaHHO KUBHYJIA.

— Jla... KOHEYHO.

Ho on He criemmmn yxoguts. OH nocMoTtpesn Ha He€. Ero B3misa crain ymuBUTEbHO TEMIbIM. 1
THXO CKa3aJ:

— 4 ckaxxy BaMm OfIHY Belllb.

Bukropusa nogHsuia masa.

— BBl 1711 MeHs1 — OCOOCHHBIN YeJIOBEK.

OmHa 3amepia.

Ero ronoc 6611 MATKHM.

N uckpenHnm.

— 41 Bcerna Oymy keaTh BaM BCEro CaMoro JIy4Iiero.

Bukrtopus novyBcTBOBasia cTpaHHOe Teryio B rpyau. CioBa NMpo3ByYaiM Tak... UCKPEHHE.
Byaro oH roBopui1 ux He MPOCTO U3 BEKJIMBOCTH.

— 41 yBepeH, 4To Mbl CKOPO CHOBA BCTPETUMCH.

Ha MraoBeHue Mex 1y HUIMU MMOBUC/IA THIIIMHA. A TIOTOM OH MSITKO YJIBIOHYJICS.

N ymeén.

Ero ¢urypa ucyesna B riryoune kopuaopa. M BMecTe ¢ 3TUM UCYe3IIo TO CTpaHHOE Terio, KOTO-
poe Ha CeKyH/Ay HarogHWIO e€ cepaiie. BUKTopus ei¢ HeCKOIbKO MITHOBEHUI CTOsLIa HETIOJBUKHO.
CmoTps# Tyaa, rae OH TOJIBKO uTo ObUI. U cama He moHuMast, IoueMy el BAPYT CTaJI0 HEMHOTO ITyCTO.

keksk

CyMaTolIHbIi Mpa3HUK 3aKOHUYMJICS Tak K€ BHE3aIlHO, Kak M Havaics. Korma mocnennue
rOCTY MOKMHYJIU IBOPELL, @ My3bIKa CTUXJIA, B CTOJIMLIE BHOBb CTaJI0 CIIOKOMHO. Piaru Be€ eme pas-
BEBAJIMCh HA BETPY, HO LIIyM TOJIIBI MOCTENIEHHO pacTBOPUJICS B BeuepHel TuinmHe. OOpaTHBIN My Th
B TIOMECThe MPOITEN ouTh 6e3 cyioB. KapeTra MeqieHHO mokaurBaiach Ha HEPOBHOM Jjopore, Konéca
[JIyXO CTyYaJlu 10 KaMHSM. 3a OKHaMM TSAHYJIUCh MOJIs, PeAKUE JEPEeBHU U TEMHbIE TIOJIOCHI JIeca.
BHyTpH 3Kkunaxa napuia TUIIMHA. BUKTOpUSA cuziena y OKHa.

Omna cMoTpeia HapyKy, HO TIOYTH He 3amMedasia MeJTbKalovid mei3ax. E€ Mbiciiv ObUTH Jajieko.
OHa CHOBa M CHOBa BO3Bpalllajiach K TOM CTpAaHHOM BCTpede B KOPUA0pe ABOPIIA.

K cBsamennuky AnbOepry.

Ero cnokoiiHslii rojoc, Msarkast yiablOKa... ¥ Te CJIOBa, KOTOpbIe OH ITPOU3HEC.

«51 Bugen Bac, Koraa Bbl ObLJT HOBOPOXKIAEHHBIM PEOEHKOM. »

Bukrtopus thxo Haxmypuiack. OHa He MoIJIa IOBEpUTD B 3T0. Eciii OH IeficTBUTENBHO BUIEI
e€ Torza...

3HAYUT, OH MOT 3HATh €€ MaTh.

OTa MBIC]Ib HEOKUAAHHO 3acTaBUJIa €€ ceplile clierka cxkarbes. OHa He BUjela MaTh € TeX 110,
Kak Ta ynuia. Torma Buktopum Gbuto Bcero cemb jieT. TOT JeHb 10 CUX MOpP BCIUIBIBAI B MaMSITH
OOpPBIBKAMHU.
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[Tocne storo — mycrora. OHa He 3HaJa, rae e€ Math. He 3Hasa, uem oHa KUBET.

7KuBa i BooOie. Mapku3 WHOTJa YIIOMHHAT €€ — OOBIYHO BO BPeMsI YTPO3 WJIA B MOMEHTBI
paznpaxenus. Ho naxe oH, moxosxe, He 3Hal, I/ie OHa Haxonuiack. [1oaToMy BocmoMrHaHKeE O cI0Bax
AnbOepra TOJIBKO CHJIbHEE 3aITyTHIBAJIO €€.

Bukropus THXO B3IOXHYJIA.

AnbOepT ckazaji, YTo OHM CKOPO CHOBA BCTPETSTCA.

Ho korna?

I'ne?

Ona He ¥Mena HU MaJIelIIero MnpeacTaBIeHus.

«MHe cnefioBalo CIPOCUTD... K KAKOMY XpaMy OH ITPUHAJIEKHUT...»

Ona oTBena B3I OT OKHA. U BApyr 3ameTuniia cBoio JIoAbLKKY. OHa OCTOPOKHO MOILEBETHIIA
HOTOM.

Bonu He ObLIO.

Coscem.

CnoBHO €€ HUKOr/Aa U He cyiiecTBoBasio. OHa MOAHSIA FOJIOBY.

W HeoxumaHHO BCTpeTuiach B3MISIOM ¢ AniekcanapoM. OH cMOTpes1 Ha Heg.

Ho kak ToibKO WX IJ1a3a NepecekMCh, OH Cpasy ke OTBepHYJICs. Ero amio ObUI0 TaKMM Xe
XOJIOIHBIM, KaK OOBIYHO.

HesozmyTtumbim.

Bynro Huuero He npousornuio. Bukropus Ha cekyHay oTkpsula poT. OHa XoTeja 4To-TO CKa-
3atb. Ho 3atem cHOBa 3akpbuia ero. OHa BCIIOMHMJIA €10 CJI0Ba Ha Teppace.

«9T10 TBOE X000M — OBITh HABSI3YUBOM ?»

Eé cepnue cnerka cxanock. [ToatoMy oHa mpocro onycruia miasa. B skunaxke cCHoBa Bolapu-
J1ach TUILIMHA.

Caplasncst TOJNbKO TITyXOH CTYK KOJIEC.

Jopora 10 moMecTbs1 3aHsiJ1a OYTH M0JI0BUHY JH:A. Korjga kapera HakoHel| OCTaHOBUJIACh, ykKe
HACTYIUJIA HOYb.

He6o Obut0 TEMHBIM, M HaJ OAIIHSAMU 3aMKa ropesid pefKue OrHu. BUKTOpHs MoTYa BhIIUIA
u3 kapeTbl. OHa He oOepHyack. M mout cpasy HarpaBuwiIach B CBOM MOKOM. E€ crianbHs BcTpeTuia
e€ nmpuBbIYHONM TUIIMHOW. HO efiBa OHa BOIILIa, Kak cpa3y 3aMeTHIa YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE.

Ha crone crosuia Baza.

Ona 6bL1a M3 MPO3PAYHOTO CTEKJIA.

W nanosHeHa LBETaMU.

BuxTopus MeayieHHO nofoIia Olmxke.

Po3osble rmaguonycel.

WX nnvHHBIE cTEONN C1erka NoKauuBaIUCh.

OHa 0CTOpPOKHO HAKJIOHWJIACh U TTOJHECIIA IBETHI K JIUILY.

He:xHblil apoMar cpa3y HarogHWI BO3yX.

OHa 3aKkpblia 1J1a3a Ha CeKyH]y.

N Bapyr ycnslmasa rosuoc:

— O, Bama Csemnocts? Bol yxe 31ech?

BukTtopus oOepHyIach.

W3 rapnepoOHoii BhilLIa BuBbeH.

— BuBbeH... — Bukrtopus ciierka yislOHy1ach. — DTO ThI IIPUHECIIA [IBETHI?
BuiBbeH HEMHOTO CMYTHJIACH.

U kuBHyIa.

— Ja...

Ona yspIOHYIaCh HEJTOBKO.
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— MHe 1okazasock, 4TO BaM HPaBsITCS IIBETHI. A B TOT JIeHb Bbl HE CMOIJIM 3a0paTh UX JOMOJL. ..
MHe cTasio Tak TpyCTHO.

Bukropus ynusnéHHO nocMmorpesia Ha He€. OHa He oXuJajla Takoro. Ta AEBYIIKA... CHOBA
KYyIWJIa [IBETHI TOJILKO NTOTOMY, YTO NEpexrBaiia 3a He€. B rpyau Buktopuuy nosiBUIOCh TEIIIOE 4yB-
cTBO. HacTonbko HeoXku1aHHOE, YTO OHA J1a)ke HEMHOT'O pactepsilack. Ho BMecTe ¢ 3TuM nmpunuio u
JIETKOE CMYIIICHHE.

— DMM... BaM OHH He HpaBATCs? — OCTOPOXKHO cripocuiia BuBbeH. Buktopus cpasy nokauvania
T'OJIOBOIA.

— Her! Onu npekpacHsl.

OHa cHOBa MOCMOTpeJIa Ha 1BETHI.

— IIpocTo... MHE HeYero nojapuTh Tede B OTBET.

BuBbeH TyT ke 3amaxasa pyKaMu.

— Oii, auuero He HyxHO! [IpaBna! laxke He mymaiite 00 3TOM!

Ona roBopujia Tak UCKpeHHe, 4To BUKTOpHst HeBOJILHO yibIOHYIack. C caMoro Havasta BuBbeH
OTHOCHJIACh K He Tero.

bes pacuéra.

bes crpaxa.

[Tpocro... mo-mo6pomy.

Bukropus onycruina B3I,

— Cnacu0o0... 4TO THI TaK XOPOIIO KO MHE OTHOCHUIIILCS, BUBbEH.

E€ ronoc npo3Byyais Tuxo.

Ei1 ObIJI0 HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO.

[ToTomy uTO OHa MOIJIa CKa3aTh TOJIBKO OJJHO CJIOBO — CMACKOO0.

BuBbeH MATKO YIIBIOHYJIACK.

W HeoxxuiaHHO JIACKOBO MOXJIONAa €€ M0 IIedy.

Ona HuYero He ckazaJa.

Ho B 3TOM npocToM kecte ObLI0 CTONBKO UCKPEHHEN MOAIECPKKHY. ..

Uro BukTopus mouyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK TSKECTh B €€ TPy HEMHOTO ociadna.

W BnepBsle 3a foroe BpeMs ey CTajlo YyTh JIerye.

keksk

Bpewms nocine npazanoBanus HarrioHabHOT O 1HS ITposieTeso nouty HezameTHo. LlymHble Top-
’KECTBA OCTAIUChH TI033J1, U BMECTE C HUMHU CJIOBHO YIIUIO JIETHEE TeIuio. [IHu cTanu Kopoue, yTpeH-
HUI BO3/IyX — MPOXJIaJHee, a B Ca/laX MIOMECThs1 YK€ YyBCTBOBAJIOCH MPUOJMKEHIE OCEHHU.

OpHax bl yTPOM, HUYEM He OTJIMYABIIMMCS OT JPYTHX, CIyra akKypaTHO MOJIOKWI epes Buk-
TOpUEN KOHBEPT C [1030JI0YEHHOI N1eYaThIO.

OHa cpa3y y3Haja ero.

OtrnpaButeneM, Kak U Bceraa, Obu1 Mapku3 Cant-Kimap.

Tuxuii 3ByK BHIpBaJics y He€ cam coOoi. BUKTOpHS Me/IsIeHHO B3sJ1a TUCHMO, HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI
IIPOCTO CMOTPEJIa Ha TSKENBIA KOHBEPT, a 3aTEM TSIKEJIO B3/I0XHYJIa U HEOXOTHO BCKpbLIa €r0.

Ha camom perne et taxxe He HY)XHO ObUIO YMTATh COAEPKUMOE.

OHa ¥ Tak 3HaJia, 4YTO TaM HaIlKCaHoO.

Kak 1 B Kax0M mHChbMe 70 STOro0 — BOMPOCH 0 e€¢ OepemenHocTH. Haméku. HanmomuHaHms.
W xonozpHble HACTABIEHUSI O TOM, YTO OHA 00sI3aHA KaK MOKHO CKOpee pOIUTh peOEHKa.

Crtpouku OyaTO IaBUIM HA HEE.

Bukropus omycTuiia mucbMo Ha CTOJ.

Adponusuak, KOTOpbIii MapKuU3 Jal ed Toraa... Bc€ paspyuni. [locie Toro 1Hs OTHOIIEHUS
MeXIy Hell M AJleKCaHJpOM OKOHYATEIbHO MPEBPATUIINCH B JIEASIHYIO ITyCTOTY. Jlake paHbliie MeX 1Ly
HUMH He ObLJIO TerIa, HO Tereph MEXIy HUMH CTOsIIa TOYTH HEMPEeonoIuMast CTeHa.
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Kak B Takux 0OCTOSITEILCTBaX OHA MOIJIa POAUTH peOEHKA?

Dra MBICIIb Ka3ajiach el mouTy HacMmemkon. Ho naxke ecim Obl BCE OBUTO MHAYE...

BukTopus MeJieHHO OMyCTHIIa B3I/ HA CBOM PYKHU.

[TpaBaa Obuia emie ryoxe.

Ona He xoTena peOEHKa.

[To kpaiineit mepe — ceiyac.

E€ cepnue tmxo cxanocs.

«Ecim oH Tak CHIIbHO MeHsI HEHaBU/IUT...»

OHa BCIIOMHMJTA XOJIOIHBIN B3I/ AJIeKCaH Ipa, ero pe3Kue CJIOBa, Ty OTCTPaHEHHOCTD, C KOTO-
POW OH CMOTpeJT Ha Heg.

«...KaK OH CMOXeT TIOOOUTh MeHS, €CJTH y HAC TIOSABUTCS peOEHOK 7»

B komHare noBuciia TAkENASA TUIIMHA.

I'maBa 15

Bo3moxHO, BCE MOTJIO ObI CJIOKUTHCS MHAYE, Oy/b Y He€ peOEHOK. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, peub Iuia
o Hacieanuke. O npopokeHnu poaa. Bo MHOrMX Opakax UMEHHO peOEHOK CTAaHOBHIICS TOM TOHKOM
HUTBIO, KOTOpasi COSMHSLIA JaXe CAMbIX UYyKUX JPYT IPYTy JIOIEH.

Ho Bukrtopun Bc€ paBHO ObUIO cTpariHo. MbICb 0 peOEHKe HEe MPUHOCHIIA €i YTeIleHus —
TOJIBKO TpeBory. OHa HEBOJILHO MPEICTaBIIIA XOJIOJHbIE IT1a3a AJiekcaH ipa. Te caMble I1a3a, KOTopble
CMOTpeJH Ha He€ 6e3 Teruia, 0e3 yJacTusi, CJIOBHO Ha KOTO-TO COBEPIIEHHO MOCTOPOHHETO.

Uro, eciti OMHAXK/ABI OH Oy/IeT CMOTPETh Tak ke Ha peOEHKa?..

Dta MBIC/Ib ObLJIA TTOYTH HEBHIHOCUMOW.

— Ero BricoyecTBO He XOYeT 1ake HaXOAUTHCS CO MHOM B OIHOM KOMHATE... — THXO MPOIIeTI-
TaJla OHa, TSI/ B MUcbMO. — He roBops yxe o peOEHKe. ..

E€ mastblipl paccessHHO TepeOwiIn MJIOTHYI0 Oymary. YepHuia Ha CTpaHHIIE Ka3auch XOJO/I-
HBIMH 1 9yKUMH. Yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO CeKyHT BUKTOpUs Tskeno mogHsiack co cBoero Mecta. 1o npu-
BBIYKE OHa y’ke cOOMpaach Mo3Barh:

— BuBbeH...

Ho croBa 3amepiu Ha e€ ry0ax.

Ona BcrioMHMIIA.

Ceronns y BuBbeH ObUT BBIXOJHOM.

BukTopus MemsieHHO OnmyCcThIa pykKy.

Be3 Heé 3aMOK Kazasicsi OCOOCHHO IMyCThiM. BUBbEeH Obllla €JUHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, C KOTO-
pbIM BHKTOpHMs MOIJIa TOBOPUTH CIIOKOWHO. EIMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO OTHOCUJICS K HEMl C MCKPEHHUM
teryioM. CeromHs ke BOKPYT He€ OblUla TOJBKO TUINIMHA. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BUKTOpUS THIXO BBIIILIA
u3 criasibHi. OHa MeIJIEHHO 11U1a 10 IJTMHHOMY KOPHUIOPY, MOUTH He u3jaBas maroB. CerogHsi oHa
pela MpoBecTH HEMHOTO BpeMeHH B kabuHeTe. B 3amke Benmkoro repriora Bunuecrepa ObU10 1sTh
padouYnx KOMHAT.

JlioO6umpblii KabuHeT BUKTOpUU HAXOMWIICS HA YETBEPTOM FTaKE.

310 OBUIO THXOE MECTO.

Tyna NoYTH HUKTO HE 3aXOIKJL.

JIvis u3pesika CIyru MPUXOIMIA Tyaa yOupaTh.

Nwmenno nmostomy BukTopus moduia 3ToT KaOUHeT.

Tam oHa Moria ObITh OfIHA.

— Ho6poe yTtpo, Barre BricouectBo.

JIBO€ cIIyT, TOJBKO YTO 3aKOHYMBIIMX YOOPKY, IOYTUTEIHHO MOKJIOHUJIHCH €.

BuxTopus criokoiiHO KMBHYJIa ¥ Tpoiuia MUMO HUX. Ho efiBa oHa cenana HeCKONbKO I1aroB
BHYTPb KOMHAThI, KaK 3a €€ CIIMHOW pa3[ajicsl TUXUH LIENOT.
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Omna He 0OepHYJach.

Ei1 He Hy)XHO ObLIO.

OHna 1 Tak 3HaJA.

[Tpucnyra yacto HacMexanach HaJl HeW 3a CIIMHOW.

Nuorpa tuxo.

WHorna noyty He CKpBIBAsICh.

Ho Bukropus yxe npuBbIKJIa K 3TOMY.

Tak ObUIO emié B 0cOOHsIKe MapKu3a. TaM Toke 3HaJIM: XO35IMH He CTaHeT 3allvIIaTh e€.

3pech ObLIO TaK Ke.

Ciyru mpeKk pacHO IIOHUMAJIH, YTO MX TOCTIOJMH HE CTAHET BMEIIUBATHCS, JaKe €CIT OHU OyayT
YHUKaTh €ro keHy. BUKTOpus TIyOOKO B3AOXHYIIA.

W, kak Bcerna, crnenana BUJ, 4To HUYEro He yciplmaina. OHa nofonuia K KHUKHOMY IIKady.
[Tasplibl MEISIEHHO CKOJBb3HYJ/IM [0 KOPEIIKaM KHMT.

Hakoner oHa BeIOpasia OqUH TOM | celia 3a ctosl. Korza oHa OTKpbUIa KHUTY, CTPAHHIIBI THUXO
3alry pLiay.

YreHue Bceraa moMorajio em.

[Norpysxasice B CTpOKH, OHa MOIJIA 3a0BITh O CBOEH KU3HHU.

O xonopne B JoMe.

O TsKENBIX BITISAIAX.

O nucbMax MapKusa.

CeronHs oHa ynTasla 0COOEHHO XKaJIHO.

Byaro npstanace B 3Toi KHure. Bpems Tekiio HezameTHo. Korna ona npuiiuia cioa, Obu1o yTpo.
Ho nocrenenno cer B okHe MeHsics. CHavana MIrkuil yrpeHHuid. [lotom sipkuii THEBHOM. A 3aTeM
30JIOTUCTBIN BeuepHUil. BUKTOpHS 3aKpblla KHUTY.

TosbKo TOrga OHa MOHSIA, KaK JIONro cujena 371ech. OHa aKKypaTHO MOCTaBUIIA TOM OOPaTHO
Ha 1nosiky. M nmozponuia k aBepu.

IloBepHyna pyuky.

U 3amepna.

JIBEpb HE OTKPBLIACH.

BukTopus HaxMypuiiach.

OHa cHOBa MOBEpHYJIa PyUKY.

CubHee.

Ho nBepp ocraBanach HEMOABUKHOM.

Cepauie BAPYT CKAJIOCh.

«Heyxem...»

Omna pe3ko IE€pHyJa pyuKy.

— Tam ectb KTO-HUOYIH?!

EE ronoc 3xoM oTpasuscs oT CTeH.

— JIBeps 3arnepra!

Ona Hauana cTyvars.

CHauasna 1a/IoHbIO.

[Torom Kynakom.

— Kro-uubyns! Ioxanyiicra!

Ho cHapy:xu ObL10 THXO.

CauIIKOM THXO.

— Huxkoro?..

OHa crydana eme Kakoe-To BpeMs.

[ToToM cubl IOKMHYH €€.

BuxkTopus meayieHHo onmyctiiachk Ha noit. Ceprie OUIoch CIUIIKOM OBICTPO.
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YTpoMm ciyru BUIETU, Kak OHa BolUia B KabuHer. M 1o ot6os Obio enié paneko. Hukto He
cray Obl 3aMMpaTh IBEPh B TAKOE BPEMSI.

3Haywr...

OHu crienaam 3To HaApOYHO.

3anepnu e€, 3Hasi, YTO OHA BHYTPHU.

BuxTopus npukycriaa ryoy. OHa nocmotpena B okHo. Ha yniie yxe 6bu10 TemHo. Eciii mocrne
BCEX € KPUKOB HUKTO HE MPUIIEN... 3HAYNT, MO0 €€ NeUCTBUTEILHO HUKTO He chblmai. JInbo mpo-
CTO CIeJIaJId BUJI, UTO HE CJIBIIIIAT.

BuBbeH ceronas He ObL10. V1 HUKTO OOJIBIIIE HE 3HAJ, YTO OHA 3/1eCh. HUKTO He CTaHeT MCKaTh e€.

— Xa...

C e€ ry0 copBajicsl TUXUI, KPUBOU CMEIIOK.

— Ilouemy...

Omna o0Hs1a ceOs1 pykaMu ¥ TIOATSIHYJIA KOJIeHW K Tpyau. B kabuHerte He Obuto kamuHa. U ¢
HACTYIUIEHUEM HOYM CTAaHOBUWJIOCH BCE XOJIO/IHEE.

— [louemy OHM Tak CO MHOH MOCTYIAOT?..

E€ ronoc 6b11 moutu meénorom. Hekotopoe BpeMst oHa pocto cMotpena B noi. [Totom Bapyr
MOSIBWJIACH CJ1a0asi MbICTIb.

«MoxeT ObITh...Ero BeicouecTBO 3aMeTHUT, UYTO MEHS HET...»

Ho nouru cpasy oHa nmokavasia rojoBoil.

— Her... xoHe4Ho, HeT...

Anekcanipy He ObLJIO JI0 HEe€ Jena.

Hcyesnu ona.

Voeru.

OH ObI BpsIL JIU CTaJ UCKaTh. A Jake eciy Obl ¥ 3aMETHIL. ..

OH OBUI HE TEM UYeJIOBEeKOM, KOTOPBIH cTajl Obl 4TO-TO JiesiaTh. Ha MraoBeHue e cepaie 6ome3-
HEHHO CKaJIoCh.

BukTopusi yTKHYJIaCh JIUIIOM B KOJICHU.

MpbICu My TaIuCh.

Bpems TsHYI0CH OECKOHEUHO.

CrycTst 1o/T0e BpeMsi OHa CHOBA MOJIHSIIACD.

[Tonmomnuna k aBepwu.

U cHoBa Havana crydatb. OHa Owia 1o Hell cHoBa U cHoBa. [Toka pyka He Hauaia HemeTb. Ho
HUKTO HE TIPUILIEN.

Huxkro.

B KoOHIIe KOHIIOB OHa OIMyCTUJIa PYKY.

Koska Ha J1ajjonn mokpacHesna u omyxJia. Oco3HaHue ObLTO TSKETbIM.

W3 Beex moneit B 3TOM OTPOMHOM 3aMKeE...

Huxkro He ycnpiman e€.

Nim He 3axorten ycaplmarh.

— UYro g Takoro caenaa... — mpolienTtaia oHa. — YToObl 3aCTyKUTh 3TO?..

['maza HanoTHWIKCH crie3amu.

OHa He xoTena IJIaKaTh.

Ho cnié3bl BCE paBHO MOTEKJIN.

Bpewms nuio.

Crpax.

Xodon.

OnuHOYECTBO.

OHHU ITOCTENEHHO UCTOILAIH €E.

U Bapyr...
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Ei1 crao crpanHo Temio.

CauiKoM Teruo.

JIpIXaHuE CTAJIO HEPOBHBIM.

Bukropus nouyBcTBOBaJIA, KaK CUJIBI IIOKAJAIOT €€. Mup Havyail paciuibiBarbes. TemHoTa cry-
111aJ1aCb.

Korzaa ona HakoHel1 ¢ TpyIOM OTKpbUIA IV1a3a, IEPBOE, YTO OHA yBU IeNa, ObLiIa BRICOKast (purypa.

MyxunHa.

Jlaxe CKBO3b MyTHOE 3pE€HHE OHa Cpa3y y3HaJla ero.

AJiekcanap.

Papnom 3Byuan ronoc Bpava.

CepbE3Hblii.

— Ei1 Hy’XHO Kak crieiyeT OTI0XHYTb.

Tonoca moHocHMCH OYATO M3/1ATIEKA.

— Teno cuiibHO NOCTpagao... HO, IyMalo, IJlaBHas IPUYMHA — CUJIBHOE NICUXMYECKOE Tepe-
HarpsikeHue.

WNuorpa cpeau 3Tux CIoB 3Byvas U ronoc Anekcanapa. Ho Bukrtopust He Moria pa3oOpars,
yTO OH ropopui1. OHa MeJIEHHO 3aKkpsbuia Ma3a. Eil He xoTesnock npockinarscsi. He xotesnock Bo3Bpa-
I1aThCS B PEAJIBHOCTb.

— Korna ona npunér B coHanue?

Huskuii, XMypbiii rojioc Ajnekcanapa mpo3Bydan coBceM psjgoM. OH 0Oxke€r ciyx Buktopuu.
PanblI1ie eil HpaBHUJICS TOT T0OJI0C — CIIOKOMHBIN, ITyOOKMiA, yBepeHHbI. OH Bceraa Ka3acs e npu-
SITHBIM, JIa’ke KOr/ia 3ByJall XoioaHo. Ho ceifyac oH moyeMy-To O0Jbliie He IPUHOCKIT € TOrO TUXOTO
yremieHusi. Cj0Ba JOHOCWIIMCH CJIOBHO CKBO3b TyMaH. Co3HaHue BuKTOpHM IU1aBajio MEXIy CHOM
U PeabHOCTBHIO.

Ona uyBCTBOBaJIa TSKeCTh BO BCEM Telie. Kazanock, OyaTo e€ MeasIieHHO 3aTsTUBaeT B MSIT-
KYI0 TJIyOMHY KPOBATH, ¥ COMPOTHUBIISATHCS 3TOMY OBUIO HEBO3MOKHO. [109TOMY OHa MPOCTO 3aKphijia
rna3za. Y mo3Bonuiia cHy cHoBa 3a6path e€. COH IpHUIIIEN OBICTPO.

Koraa ona BHOBb OTKpbLJIa 171232, IIEPBOE, UTO MOYYBCTBOBaJIa — yauBJieHHe. KomHarta Obuia
TUXOMU.

CBer 3a OKHOM yXe CTall Msrde, TeH! yaauHwInch. Y Anekcanap Be€ eme Obi1 Tam. OH cuen
B KpecJie psioM ¢ KpoBarthio. [IpssMoii, HemoaBHKHBIH, OyITO BICEUeHHbIN 13 KaMHs1. Ho ero B3msig
ObLJT HAaITpaBJIEH MPSIMO Ha HeE.

On HaOmozan 3a Hell.

— ToI npocHy1ach?

Ero rosnoc 3Byyasn HanpsikEHHO.

He rpomko.

Ho B HEM omtyianock ctpaHHOe HarpsikeHue. BUKTopuss HeKoTopoe BpeMs CMOTpesia Ha HEro.
A 1oTomM MezIeHHO oTBepHYyJlack. OHa HMYero He oTBeTwia. Eil He X0Tenoch TOBOPUTH.

Jlaxxe cMOTpeTh Ha Hero ObUIO TSKEJIO.

Ho, HecmoTps Ha e€ sABHOE KeJJaHUE OTTOPOAMUTHCS, AJIEKCaHIP TPOAOIIKIUI:

— Ciyru, oTBevaloIye 3a KaOMHET, ceiuac 3arnepTsl B MOBaJe.

OH roBopuJ1 CIOKOWHO.

— OHH yTBEpKJAIOT, YTO JBEpPh ObLIa 3arepTa Mo OmroKe.

I'y6s1 BukTtopun cierka gporayam. OHa MpUKycHIa UX, 9TOObI HE PacCMEsIThCSI.

JIoxs.

Hacronbko oueBnaHas, 4yTo Aaxe CHOpUTH He xoTenock. Ho cuit Bo3MyIaTecsl y He€ Toxe He
ObLITO.

Omna ObUIa CIIMIITKOM yCTaJa.

— ¢ cienato ¢ HUMU BCE, UTO THI 3aX0Uelllb, — J00ABUIT AJIeKCAHIP.
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Bukropusa noaro mosvana.

A 3aTeM THUXO cKazaja:

— $1 He cobuparoch HUYETo MPEANPUHUMATb. ..

— Yro?

OH yavBIEHHO MOAHSLT OPOBb.

Bukropus BCE ele Jiexkasa, OTBEpPHYBILIUCH K CTEHE.

— Ha camom gerne... — €€ rosoc 3By4asl TUXO U YCTaJlo, — MHE Kakercs, uto Baie Bricoue-
CTBO KakK pa3 | XkeJjajo, YTOObl BCE TaK MPOU3OIILIO.

B koMHare noBuciIa TUIIIMHA.

— ...YTO0 TH MMeelb B BUIY?

BukTopus MemyieHHO 3aKpblia I1a3a.

— Yro0sI 5 ucuesna.

OHa npou3Hecsa 3TO MOYTH MEMOTOM.

— Bep BBl XOTHTE 3TOTrO GOJIBIIE, YEM KTO-THOO JPYTOM... HEe TaK JIu?

Eé€ nmanblipl ciierka cxxaiuch B ofesiie.

— Toraa Bam ciienyer ObITh OJIarOIAPHBIM STUM CITyTaM.

CnoBa camu cietanu ¢ e€ ryd. Bynro ona GoJbliie He MOriia UX yIepKUBaTh.

Omna 1 cama noHMMaJia — OOBIYHO OHA HUKOT/Ia Obl He CKa3asia Hudyero nopooHoro. Ho ceftuac
BCE OBLJIO MHAYE.

— ...Pa3Be BbI He 3HaeTe, movyeMy CJIyr Tak MOCTYMUIN CO MHOM?

E€ ronoc 6bu1 outH 6e33ByYHBIM. By/ib 3TO OOBIYHBIN JIeHb, OHA MEPBBIM JIEJIOM MOOIaroaa-
pus1a Obl €ro 3a MOMOIIIb.

Ho ceitvac...

OHnHa He 4yBCTBOBaJIa 0JIAarOIAPHOCTH.

Hu karuu.

AJIeKcaHp MOTYAJL.

Homro.

BukTopus He 3Hana, MOHSUI JIM OH CMBICT €€ cioB. Mim mpocto He 3Haj, 4to orBeTuTh. HO
OOBSICHATh OHa HMYETo He craya. TwimnHa pactsHy/aack. HakoHenn Anekcanap nogasics. OH B3suT
MHUCKY, CTOSIBIIYIO HA MaJIeHbKOM CTOJIMKE BO3JIe KPOBATH.

— CHnavana tede HyKHO TOeCTb.

OH npoTsAHYJ €i1 MUCKY.

OBCsHBIN CyYII.

OT Hero nogHUMAaJICS JIETKUi map.

Terutelii 3amax Ka3ajacs HEOKUAAHHO YIOTHBIM.

BuxTopust MenieHHo cena. Pyku Bcé eme b cnabbivu. OHa OCTOPOKHO B3sila MUCKY. E€
MaJIbLIBI CJIerKa Ipoxaiu. Bc€ mpoucxopsiiee Ka3aaoch e CTPaHHBIM.

Hepeaspabim.

Omna noaHsIa m1a3a ¥ ocMoTpesia Ha AJieKcaHapa.

OH cTosi1 psAIOM.

Kak Bceryia CriokOMHBIA.

Beccrpacrhbiii.

Ho ceronns B ero nuie He ObUIO TOW MPUBBIYHON XOJIOTHOCTH.

OH BIPYT NOKA3aJiCcd el TIOUTH... HE3HAKOMBIM.

OH BbI3BaJI Bpaya.

OH yxaxuBaJ 3a Heil.

OH ocraJics psaoM, TIOKa OHA He TIpUIIIa B ceOsl.

[Touemy?

Omna Kpemye cxaja MUCKY.
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— ...41 He noHuMmaro noseneHus Baiero BeicouecTtsa.

E€ romnoc O6buT THUXHM.

— BuI ckazanm, 4To 3TOT Opak He MPOIUTCS BETHO.

Ona Me/IJIeHHO MOAIHSUIA [J1a3a.

— BuI ckazanu, 4to MO€ cepylie BaM HE HYKHO.

CrnoBa JaBajiuch e TsKeJo.

— 41 Bam He HpPaBJIOCh.

OHa rimyOo0KO BJOXHYJIA.

— Toraa nmoyemy Bbl Je1aeTe 310 cenyac?

OHa nocmoTpesia IpsiMO Ha Hero.

— Tloyemy BbI Tak BEJIMKOLYIITHBI?

Anexkcanip ObUT YeJIOBEKOM KPaHOCTEH.

Nuorpa sxxecrokum.

NHorna HEOXKUJAHHO MSATKUM.

OH NOCTOSIHHO MEHSIJICS.

Korna ona crosina y nBepu ero komHarsl. Korza npecieoBasa ero B KOpuaope.

U ceituac.

JInno Anekcanzapa ciierka Harpsrmioch.

OH oTBepHYJICSI HA MTHOBeHHUe. ByaTo mbitasch mogoopars ciioBa.

— 4 BCE emE nymaio o pa3Boje.

Ero rosoc Obl1 TUXUM.

— W TBOE cepalle MHE NO-TIPEKHEMY HU K YEMY.

OH HaxMypuJICs.

Ho cnenyromue cnoBa gjanuch emy 3aMETHO TpyAHEE.

— 41... cam He MOHMMAIO IPUYMHBI.

OH MeJIeHHO BBIIOXHY.

— He nonmnmato, mouemy ¢ KaxIbIM MTHOBEHHEM CTAHOBIIOCH BCE OoJiee YSI3BUMBIM Tepe[
TOOOM.

B ero nuiie nmosiBuiachk crpaHHasi pactepssHHOCTh. OH BBITJISI/IEN TakK, OyITO caM He TOHUMAJ
CBOUX YYBCTB.

Bukropusa momuana.

B e€ cepatie Toxe mapuin 6ecropsiiok.

Ho ona Gonblile HIUEro He cKkasala.

OHa CIOKOMHO J10ef1a CyIl.

[Ipunsna nekapcTBo.

N Bckope cHOBa ycHyJIa.

AJIeKcaHAp JIOJTO CMOTPEIT Ha HEE.

Ona cnana crokoiHo. JIuiio e€ 6b110 O1eTHBIM, HO YMHPOTBOPEHHBIM.

U crpanHo...

Bce Te TpeBoxHBIE UyBCTBA, KOTOPBIE OOBIYHO BCIIBIXMBAJIA B HEM KA IbIA pa3, KOTrAa OH BUJIEI
e€, BAPYT UCYE3TIH.

Ero pa3ym Obl1 HEOOBIYHO THIX.

COKOMHBIM.

Uepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI OH TOHSLICS.

U BbI11IEN M3 KOMHATHI.

VY nBepu crosin Jlykac.

— Jlykac.

— Ha, Bame BoicouecTBo.
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AJekcaHp MeJIEeHHO TOMIEN 1o Kopuaopy. C KakbpIM IIaroM ero JIMIIO0 CHOBA CTAHOBUJIOCh
XOJIOJHBIM.

[IpuBBIYHBIM.

— Te cayru B nonsaie.

OH ocTaHOBUJICS.

— 3aiiMuUCh UMHU.

— Ecrb.

JIykac KOpOTKO MOKJIOHWJICS.

U ncues.

BukTtopus ckazana, 4To He XoueT HH4Yero npeanpuHuMars. Ho Anekcannp He codupaiics eé
CIIyIIaTh.

3Bepb, KOTOPBIT CMEET KycaTh PyKy CBOEro XO3suHa... JomkeH ObITh HaKa3aH.

BukTtoprio Hanuim TOJBKO Ha clenyiomiee yTpo. E€ oOHapyxwia BuBbeH, BepHYBIIasics ¢
BBIXOJIHOTO.

Ecnu 661 He OHa — HUKTO OBl U HE 3aMETUJT €€ UCUYE3HOBEHHsI. AJIeKCaH/Ip OBICTPO pa3biCKal
BusbeH. [locie 3Toro oH npukasan apectoBaTh BCEX CIIYT, MPUYACTHBIX K CITyUMBIIEMYCS.

He Tonbko Tex, kTo 3anep asepb. Ho u Tex, kTo mosiroe Bpems uzzeBajics Haja Bukropueid.
OpHako Aaxe 1mocje 3Toro CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO HE MOKUAIO0 ero. B ronose BcE Bpemsi 3Bydall TUXUM
rosioc Bukropuu.

«Pa3Be BbI He 3HaeTe, MOYEMY CIIyTH TaK MOCTYIMJIM CO MHOW ?»

OTU CJI0OBa CHOBA M CHOBA BO3BPAIIAJIUCH.

N kaxaplil pa3 B rpy/au MOSIBJISAIACH TSIKECTb.

AJlekcaHap pa3apaxkEeHHO HAXMYPHJICA.

OH He nMoHUMAaJL.

Uro UMEHHO ero Tak OeCIOKOMT.

U emgé menblire ToHUMAI. ..

Uro emy Terniephb ¢ ITUM JeNarh.

I'naBa 16

Atmocdepa B 3aMKe n3MeHuIach. ITo ObLIO 3aMeTHO cpasy. Ensa Buktopusi Bbiliuia B IJIaBHBIH
KOPUJIOP, €€ 1ar HeBOJIbHO 3aMeanics. Cyru, CTOSIBILIME B/IOJIb CTEHBI, TOYTUTEIBHO MOKJIOHWIIUCH
el

— Ho6poe yTpo, Bamma CeTocTs.

Tomoca 3Byuasu THX0, pOBHO, 6€3 HaMEKa Ha HaCMeIKy. Buktopus MammHaabHO KuBHYMa. Ho
e€ m1aza cierka aporuynu. Cpeny HUX He ObUIO HU OJJHOTO 3HAKOMOTO JIUIIA.

Hwu ognoro.

Bce mony ObLIM HOBBIMM.

Wx nua ObUTM BEXJIMBBIMH, MOYTH O€3yNpPEeYHO CHOKOWHBbIMUA. OHM AepkKaauch Tak, OyaTo
O0sUTUCh TaKe JIMIITHUK pa3 MOAHSATH I71a3a.

— Ero BricouecTBO npukasagl CMEHUTDH BCIO IIPUCITYTY, — THUXO ITpoulenTana psaaoM BusbeH.
BuxkTtopus noBepHynach k Heil. B e€ B3misiie MebKHYJIO JIETKOE YAUBJIEHNUE.

— Bcio?..

— Jla.

Heckonbko cexyHn Bukropus monyaia.

B e€ ronose cpa3y BO3HMKJIA OIHA MBICIIb.

«TonBKO HE TOBOPUTE MHE, YTO 3TO MU3-3a TOTO CIIyYas...»

Omna oyt cpasy nokavaja rojxoBo¥u.

«Her. HaBepHoe, 310 coBniazeHue.
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AnekcaHip mpocTo n30aBWIICS OT MPOOJIeMHBIX cyr. CKopee Bcero, 3To ObUIO CAEaHO paau
MOPsIIKA B IOME.»

He pagu He€.

OHa THXO OTBeJa B3IJIsAIL.

— Ho pa3Be Bam He xoJoiHO, Baria CeeT1ocTh? — 00ecnokoeHHO cripocuia BuBbeH. — Mue
KaKeTCsl, Bbl CWJILHO TOXYIEJIH.

BukTopus cierka yasiOHyIach.

— Bcé€ B nopske.

OHa nojHsUIa JIMIIO K MTPOXJIaJHOMY BETpY.

— IT0 NpUATHAS NpoXJaa.

OceHb yke BCTynajia B CBOM MpaBa.

Bo3ayx Obl1 cBekuUM U YMCTHIM. BuBbeH BcE emnié cmotpena Ha He€ ¢ TpeBorou. C Tex mop
KaK OHa Hanula Buktopuio 3anepToil B kKaOWHeTe, CTy’KaHKa CIOBHO BuHWIA ceOs. OHa crapasiach
ObITh psAfOM mouTH Be€ Bpems. Creania, uroObl Buktopus oTiapixana, efa, Terio ofeBaiach. J1a
WCKpEeHHss 3200Ta TOCTENIeHHO TIoMoryia BukTopuun BocctaHOBUTHCS. OHU MeJIEHHO IIUTH 110 33]1-
HEMY JIBOpY.

Cap ObUI TUXHM.

JIucTea yke HavaaM KeJaTeTs.

BukTopurs ocTaHOBUIIACh M TOCMOTpEIa B CTOPOHY KiyMO. Heckoibko paboumx Komaim 3eMJTio,
roToBs e€ K OyaymmM nocaakam. Psmom ¢ Humu crostn apopetikuii [Masen. OH 3amernn Bukropuio
Y Cpasy MOYTUTENILHO OKJIOHUJICSI.

3710 OBLIO CTPAHHO.

CoBceM HeJTaBHO MIMEHHO OH TOBOPHJI €M, UTO ISl PEMOHTA Cajia HEOOXOIUMO TIOTyYUTh pa3-
pelienue AJieKkcanpa.

A ceituac...

OH cam pykoBomwi paboTamu, KOTOpble Tpemioxuiaa Bukrtopus. OHa HeEKOTopoe BpeMs
HaOmoasa 3a HUMHU.

Ho HuKakux ocoObIX YyBCTB HE UCIIBITAJIA.

Hu papocru.

Hu ynosnerBopenus.

TonpKO TUXYIO ITYCTOTY.

OHa oTBena B3I/,

— 41 Tak xmy BecHbl, — BIpYT cKasana BuBbeH ¢ cusiomei yapiokoi. — Korma cax cHoBa
HATOJIHUTCS 1[BETAMH.

OHa 0XMBJIEHHO TTPOIOJIKIIIA:

— Korna npunér BecHa, Mbl CMOXXEM BMecCTe 3aHAThCs cafgoM! Bel mocagute MHOro CBOMX
JIOOUMBIX TJIaJJOTyCOB.

BukToprisi HA MrHOBEHHE YIBIOHYJIAC.

— [a... Tak ¥ mocTynum.

Ho eé ynpioka OpicTpo nomepkiia. OHa cama He 3aMeTuIa, Kak e€ B3IJIS/1 CTajl HEMHOTO Ievaib-
HeiM. OHa He ObLIa yBepeHa, uTo Oy/eT 3/1ech K BecHe. OHa He 3Hasia, Korjaa AJISKCAaHAp PEelInT pac-
TOPrHyTh UX Opak. Ero cjoBa BCIUTBUIM B TAMSITU TaK SICHO, CJIOBHO OH IMPOU3HEC UX TOJIBKO YTO.

«Thl mymaeriib, 3T0T Opak OyAeT AJTUTHCSI BEYHO 7»

OHa BCOMHMIIA €ro rJiaza.

CriokoiiHbIe.

bespaznnuneie.

BuxkTtopus tuxo omycruia B3risaa. OHa Bceraa 3Haja, 4to oH eé€ He oout. Ho oHa HUKOr1a He
Aymaia, 9YTo OH JICHCTBUTENILHO COOMPAETCs TIOJIOKUTHL BceMy KoHell. Ternepb ke nx Opak Kazajics e
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YeM-TO CTpaHHBIM. ByTO OHa JKHJla C 4eI0BEKOM, 3Hast TOUHYIO JaTy COOCTBEHHOM cMepTH. KaxIblit
JeHb OBUT ITPOCTO OTCPOYKOM.

B nmamsATH BCIuibUIM Apyrue CoBa.

Cnoga e€ otua.

«Ecmm TBO# 6pak ¢ Benukum ['epriorom OyaeT pacToprHyT, Thl IlepecTaHelb ObITh MOEH J104e-
ppio.»

Mapku3 roBoprI 3T0 ¢ YBEPEHHOCTHIO, iymasi, uTo HamyraeT e€. Ho npapna Obuta nHOM. Buk-
TOpPUsI IaBHO TEpecTaa KejaTh ObITh €ro 10Yephio.

Ecnu 661 MOXHO OBLIO...

Omna ObI ¢ PaJOCTBIO pa3opBasia 3Ty CBA3b. HO peasbHOCTh OblIa APYTOM.

Ecnu oHa ocranercst oqHa — 0e3 TO/IEpP)KKHA CeMbH MapKu3a — y He€ He OyleT HUYero.

CoBceM HUUETO.

A caM MapKu3 HUKOT/a He OTITyCTUT €€ MPOCTO Tak. TskEnbiil B3A0X copBasics ¢ e€ ryd. OHa
PE3KO MOBEPHYJIACH.

— A?

BuBbeH nopHsIa rojaosy.

— Kaxercs... Ero BeicouecTBo BepHyJICs.

Bukropusa npuciyianace.

N3naneka noHEccs 3BOH KOJOKOJIBYMKOB y BOPOT. 3BYK, KOTOPBIM BCErza BO3BEIIAI O BO3-
BpallleHnu X03sMHa 3aMKa. OHa ciierka Haxmypuiacb. OH peKo BO3Bpaliajcs Tak paHo. B rpyau
TMOSIBUIIOCH JIETKOE OecriokoicTBo. Ho caenaTh Buj1, 4To OHA HUYETo He 3aMeTHIIa, ObLIO HEBO3MOXKHO.
ITostomy Bukropus noBepHynacs.

— Tloiném.

OHM Me/IJICHHO HampaBWIIMCh 00paTHO B 3aMOK. Korma BukTopus BoIIa B XOJ/UI, OHa OCTaHO-
BUJIACh.

W crana xpare.

Bckope TaxkéEnas 1Bepb OTKPBLIACS.

Anexcanp BowEN BHYTpb. OH OCTAaHOBUIICS HA MTHOBEHME M BHUMATEJILHO ocMoTpe xosut. U
BJpYT MOYYBCTBOBaJI Ub€-TO NpUcyTcTBUE. Ero B3misaa nepemectuscs B cropony. Tam crosina Buk-
TOpHUSL.

— Bamie BoicouecTBO, Bbl BEPHYJIUCH PAHO.

E€ ronoc ObU1 TUXUM.

AJekcaHip HUYero He OTBETUIL.

OH npocTo cMOTpest Ha Hee.

Houmro.

3areM ero B3IJIsA[] CKOJIb3HYII MO €€ 0K Ie.

— Kyna 1s1 codupanach?

—O...

BukTopus ciierka pacrepsiiack.

— Iporry nporenus. B komHaTe ObUI0O HEMHOTO JYIIHO... IOTOMY s BBIIILIA TPOTYJISATHCS.

Anexkcannp HaxMypwicsi. Ha ero jmiie nosiBUIoCch CTpaHHOE BBIPAKEHHE.

OH XOTen cpoCUTh:

3a 4TO THl U3BUHSIEIIHCS?

Ho Bapyr B mamsTH BCIIBUTA €r0 COOCTBEHHbIE CJIOBA.

«MHe Ka3aJoch, s TpOCuII TeOs1 He BRICOBBIBATHCS U3 criajibHU. Ho, BU/Is, KaK Thl HACIAX/1A/1aCh
MOXO/IOM TI0 Mara3uHam, Jymaio, MOM CJIoBa /ISl TeOs1 HUYero He 3Havar.»

JIuo Asiekcanpa Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aCThLIO.

OH HHYero He ckazall.

[Tpocro npommén MUMo HeE.
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BuxkTopust mocmorpena emy Bcaed. Ha e€ ry0ax mosiBuiach ejBa 3aMeTHasi KpuBasi yJbIOKa.
Anekcanp yxe nogHumaics no sectauiie. Ho Bapyr ocranoBuics.

OH HaxMypuJICs.

OH cam He TMOHSJI, TOYEeMY HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3aJ] TaK MOCHENTHO MPoIien Mumo He€. byaro
neITascs u3dexarh e€. OH Me/IJIeHHO TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY.

W mocmotpen Buu3. Buktopus Bc€ eme crosia B xomie. Psagom c Heii O6buta BuBben. Yepes
MI'HOBEHHE OHU HAIPaBUJIMCh K BBIXOY. AJIEKCAH/IP HEBOJILHO CJIEVII B3IJISIIOM 32 €€ yAaJIsAIoencs
crnuHOi. W BOpyT MOYyBCTBOBAJ CTPaHHOE OECIIOKOUCTBO.

Ero cepate HeoxuaaHHO 3a0MII0Ch ObICTpEe.

OH crierka B3JpOrHyI.

bpoBu ynuBiI€HHO MOIHAIUCE.

OH He nMoHUMAaL.

Uro 310 OBLIO 32 YYBCTBO.

[Touemy OHO NOABUIIOCK.

AJlekcaHap HAXMYPUJICS.

W menieHHO NOogHSAICS M0 OCTaBIIMMCS CTYIIEHSM.

keksk

CrpaHHas iepeMeHa B 3aMKe ITPOoJKalach. DTO OIIYILIAIOCh BO BCEM — B IlIarax Ciyr, B UX
rojocax, B TOM, Kak OHH Terepb CMOTpes Ha Bukropuio. Bosbiiie He ObUIO HU MIENOTA 32 CIIMHOM,
HU HAaCMELUIMBBIX B3IJIS1IOB.

ToNbKO MOYTUTETBHOCTD.

MNHuorpa naxe ype3mepHas.

Oxoro nosmyaHs BUuktopusi MeisIeHHO 11u1a 1o ITTMHHOMY KOPHUJIOPY, HAIIPABJIsSICh B CTOJIOBYIO.
Tsox€nple OKHA MPOIYCKAIM MATKUI THEBHOW CBET, KOTOPBIH JIOKUJICS HA MPaMOPHBIN TION OJe/1-
HBIMU TTPSIMOYTOJIbBHUKAMH.

E€ warn 3By4yanu tuxo. OHa ye NOYTH JIOIUIA 10 IOBOPOTA, KOT/a 103311 pa3Iacs rojoc:

— Bamie BoicouecTtBo.

BuxTopusi ocraHoBmiack. MemjieHHO OOEpHYBIINCh, OHa yBHeda apoperkoro Ilaema. On
CTOSUI Ha PACCTOSIHUM HECKOJIbKMX ILaroB M MOYTUTENBHO MOKJOHWICSA. BUKTOpUS Ha MrHOBeHME
3ajep:kana Ha HEM B3I, B nocienHee BpeMsi 3TO IPOUCXOAMIIO YacTo.

CnuiukoMm vacro.

[NaBen MOCTOSTHHO HAXOAWII TOBOJ] OOPATUTHCS K HEH: CIPOCUTD pa3pellieHre Ha KaKylo-HUOYIb
MeJIo4b, YTOUHUTh €€ MHEHHUE O IyCTsIKe, KOTOPBII paHbllle OH PeIu Obl cam.

— PeMoHT cajia, 0 KOTOPOM Bbl HEIABHO YIIOMUHAJIH, — TPOAOIKIIT OH. — Jlymaro, oH Oyaer
3aBEPILEH YEPE3 MECHLI.

— IlonsTHO.

OtBer Buktopun npo3Byyasl TUXO U HEMHOTO paccessHHO. OHa Jjake He OCTaHOBMJIACh MOJI-
HOCTBIO — JIMIIIb CJIETKa NoBepHynach. [laBen 3amerun e€ paBHoaymme. Ha ero sumie menbkHyJI0
HeTepIieHNE.

— Opanxkepes Oyaer nocTpoeHa B Onukaiiiiiee BpeMsi, — J100aBuI OH. — Bam HyxHO Oyaer
PELIUTh, KAKKUE PACTEHUs TaM BbICAAUTh. Jlymalo, 3TUM JIydllle 3aHATbCS UIMEHHO BaM...

— Torga mo3adoTbTECH 00 ITOM JIMYHO.

E€ ronoc mpo3Byyain criokoitno. VI Buktopus yxke cienana mar Brepén, coOupasich poaoi-
KUTH TyTh. Eii G0JIbIIIe HE XOTENOCh 3aHUMATHCS IeIaMU 3aMKa.

Panbiuie ona crapasace.

Eit ka3anock, 4to eciii oHa OyfeT MOJIe3HOM, eCd CyMeeT CTaTh JOCTOMHOM XO3SIMKOM, BCE
MOKET U3MEHUTbCS.

Ho mocrie Toit Houn B KaOWHeTe...

Uro-TO B HEW CIIOMAsIOCh.
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Tenepp gaxe CTEHbI 3aMKa BbI3bIBATM B HEW CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO. BynTo X050/ mpodupascs mox
KOXy. Byaro cam aTor 10mM THXO OTTaJIKUBAa €€.

— Bartre BricouectBo, nogoxaute!

[TaBes nocrenHo czienan HECKOJIBKO I1aroB 3a Hell. BUKTopusi ocTaHOBUIIACh.

— IIpocrure, 9o OBUT TaK TPyO C BamMHu.

Omna meieHHO 0OepHyiach. Ha e€ ymiie oTpa3uiock JIETKOe YAWBIICHUE.

— $1 npumy moOoe Haka3aHue 3a MOIO MPOILTYI0 TpyOoCTh, — Mpoaomkui 1aBesn, CKIOHUB
roJioBy eine Huxe. — [loxkatyicra... IpocTuTe MeHs.

OH HakJIOHWJICS TaK ITyOOKO, YTO Ka3aJoch, el€ HEMHOTO — U OH YJApHUTCs JIOOM O TIOJ.
Buxkrtopus pacrepssHHO MoprHy/a. Eil BIpyr nokasanock, YToO €Clii OHa cefiyac HUYEro He CKaxerT,
OH IIPOCTO HE MOJHUMETCS.

— ¢ noHMmalo, — CIOKOWHO Mpon3Heca oHa. — U mporaio Teos.

He6onbmas nay3sa.

— Bcragaii.

[MaBen menneHHo BompsiMuiics. Ha ero smie cMmermanuck odnerdeHue u Tpesora. B ToT neHb,
korjga Bukropwuio 3anepiu B kaOuHETe, OH JeUCTBUTEIBHO OTCYTCTBOBAJI B 3aMKE.

Koraa emy cooOmuti o ciy4uBIeMcs], IMPOIUIO yke MHOTO BpeMeHH. M Torga ero oxBaTuiio
HENpUATHOE 4yBCTBO BUHBL. [1aBes1 Bcerga OTHOCUIICS K K€HE CBOETO XO35IMHA JOBOJIbHO X0JI0AHO. OH
HE TbITAJICS YHU3UTD €€ HapsIMYI0, HO M HUKOTJa He MPOSIBIIsLT yBaxkeHusl. IMeHHo ero paBHoLyIMe
CTaJI0 MPUMEPOM ISl OCTaIbHBIX cayr. OH 310 noHuMai. Y noromy He mor onpasaarecs. K Tomy
Xxe...

Peakims Anekcanzpa Oputa HeoxkunanHoW. OH HUKOTIa He BMEIIMBAJICS B IONOOHBIE MEJIOUH.

JlomMartHre KOH(IMKTHI He UHTEpecoBau ero. Tem Gosee ecim peds 1uIa O ero JKeHe.

Ho Torna...

OH He NOBBICUJI TOJIOC.

He niposiBun rueBa.

OH 1poCTO CIOKOMHO IMpHKa3al Haka3aTh BUHOBHBIX. OJHAKO 3TO CIIOKOMCTBUE OKA3aJI0Ch
Kyzia cTpamHee. Bee ciyru, mpuyacTHble K CIyduBIIeMycs, ObUTi u3rHansl. Y He Tonmbko oHu. Te,
KTO KOTAa-JIMO0 MO3BOJISIT cebe M3/1eBaThCsl Hall BUKTOpHEH, Toke MCUe3/H U3 3aMKa.

— Mory 1 clTpoCHTb... — THXO cKazasia Buktopusi, HaOmomas 3a [1aBiom, — royemy mpou3o-
1UIa Takas pe3kasi nepeMeHa?

[TaBen crerka B3ApOrHyJI.

OH cHOBa OITyCTHJI TOJIOBY.

— BuHa 32 TOT UHIIMIGHT TIOJTHOCTBIO JIEKHUT Ha MHE. §l He cymen JOKHBIM 00pa3oM BOCIH-
TaTh MPUCTYTy. MO€ OTHOIIIEHHE... — OH 3aMsuicsi. — OHO, 0e3yYCI0BHO, TOATOJIKHYJIO MX.

OH 111yOO0KO BIOXHYJI.

— M=ue ouensb xanb, Bama Ceemiocts. Ecii Bbl XOTUTE Hakas3aTh MEHSI — Bbl MOXKETE 3TO
clieJiath.

Bukropus ynuBieéHHO nocMoTpesa Ha Hero. OHa He 4yBCTBOBAJIa 3J10CTH.

KoneuHo, ero manepa pasroBapuBath UHOrIa Obliia rpyooBaroii. Ho oH HuKOrIa He u31eBascs
HaJ1 Hell HAMEPEHHO.

K Tomy xe...

OH oKa3aJICsl IEPBBIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIH MPU3HAJT CBOIO BUHY. DTO ObLJIO HEOXKUAAHHO.

U crpanHo.

Ho 6omnbinie Bcero BukTopust 4yBCcTBOBaa ceituac Apyroe.

Ycranocrs.

Ei1 mpocTo He XOTenoch HU O YéM 3a00THThCS.

— DTOro 1I0CTaTOYHO, — THUXO CKa3aja oHa. — {1 moiay.

[TaBen cHOBA MOKJIOHWIICA.
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— [la, koHeuHo. [TpusTHOrO anmnerura.

OcraBuB ero nosaau, Buktopus nmpopomkuia myTh. Korga oHa Boliljia B CTOJIOBYIO, €€ IIar
HEBOJIHO 3aMeITIIICA. 3a JUIMHHBIM CTOJIOM YKe cujien AJiekcanp. B ero pyke ObUtM JOKYMEHTHI.
OH noHs1 rosioBy. Y MX B3MJIsI/IbI BCTPETUIIHCH.

— JloOpsiit Beuep, Barie BricouecTBo.

BukTopusi mpuBBIYHO MOMPUBETCTBOBAJIA €r0 U 3aHsIa MeCTO HarpoTuB. [Iporuio 10BoIbHO
MHOTO BPEMEHHU C TeX MOp, KaKk OHU yKUHAM BMecTe. Ciyra cpasy e MOCTaBuII Mepejl Hell anepuTHB.
BukTtopus B3sina npubopsl. Ho npeskie yem HauaTh eCTh, HEBOJIBHO MOCMOTpesia Ha Myxa. OH Bcé
eni€ aepKasl TOKyMEHTHI.

Kak Bcerpa.

OH paboTaj MoCTOSHHO.

Bo Bpems enpl.

B kapere.

ITo3aH0 HOYBIO.

NHorna eit ka3anock, YTO OH MPOCTO HE YMEET OT/bIXaTh.

— Bul1 He ycramm?

E€ tuxuit Bonmpoc 3acTaBuII €ro OTOpBaThCA OT OyMaru. AJieKCaHap MeJICHHO TIOTHSLT B3IJISII.

— [louemy 1Bl ciparuBaes?

BukTtopus Ha ceKyHy 3aMs1ach.

— IIpocTo... MHE MOKA3aJ10Ch, YTO Bbl YCTAIHN.

Ona He cka3zasia npaeay. OHa cipocuiia u3 OecriokoiictBa. Ho oHa 3Has1a — eMy 3T0 He TIoHpa-
BuTCs. EMy BOOOIIIe He HPaBUJIOCh, KOTJIa OHA pa3roBaprBasia C HUM. AJICKCAH/Ip HUYETro He OTBETHIL.

Bukrtopus onycruia miaza. M TMXO pUHsIach 3a efy.

TummHa 3aTsHyIaCh.

TosbKO efBa CIIBIIIHBIN 3BYK MPUOOPOB M IOPOX OyMarv HapyImay e€. AeKcaHap MOMbITaJIC
BEpPHYThCS K JOKyMeHTaM. Ho cocpetoTounThCs He MoTyyanoch.

MpbICcu My TaauCh.

OH NpUILETKHYT SI3BIKOM.

CAuIIKOM MHOTO BCETO JIe3JIO B TOJIOBY.

C Toro MmoMeHTa, Kak BukTopus BoILia B CTOJIOBYIO, €f0 BHUMaHUE CHOBA M CHOBA BO3Bpallia-
JIOCh K HEM.

K eé tuxum JBUKEeHUSIM.

K TomMy, Kak OHa Aepxajia BUJIKY.

K tomy, Kak e€ B3r1si] MHOT/IA TIOHUMAJICS, & TTOTOM cpasy omycKayics. OH BAPYT sICHO MOHSLT
ofiHy Bellb. OHa IEUCTBUTEILHO OECIOKOUTCS 0 HEM. M 3T0 0cO3HaHME IOJKHO OBLIO BBI3BAThH pa3-
JpakeHue.

Panbine tak u 6b0710.

Ho Teneps...

BmecTo npuBBIYHON HENTPUSA3HU BHYTPU MOSIBUWIACH CTPAHHAS TSKECTb.

AJIekcaHap HAXMYPUJICS.

OH uyBCcTBOBaJ ce0s TaK, CJIOBHO 3aIlEl B JIAOMPUHT, BHIXO/IA U3 KOTOpPOro He Bujen. U yem
OoJtbIlie OH TyMasl 00 TOM — TeM CHJTbHEee 3aIyThIBAJICS B COOCTBEHHBIX YYBCTBAX.

I'nmasa 17

— Baie BricouecTso...

I'onoc Buktopuu npo3Byyan THX0, IOYTH HeyBepeHHO. OHa BCE eIlE Jepkaia B pyKax BUJIKY,
HO e/1a Tiepe/1 Hell MouTH He OblTa TpoHyTA. TEMIBIA CBET JIaMIT Ma1ajl Ha CTOJI, OTpaXkasics B cepeo-
PSIHBIX TTPUOOpax, Aesiasi THIINHY MEXIy HUMHU emé Ooiee Oy TUMOM.
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AJleKcaHJp TMOHS IJlaza OT JOKyMeHTa. BUKTOpWs peiKo HauMHala pa3roBOop NEpBOM.
OOBIYHO OHA cTapaiach Kak MOKHO ObICTpee 3aKOHUUTh Tparie3y U YUTH, YTOOBl He pa3apaKkarh ero
CBOUM IPUCYTCTBUEM.

— IIpoctute, YTO MPOAOIKAID OSCIIOKOUTH BaC, — CKazajla OHa, aKKypaTHO IOJIOKHB IpHU-
60opbl. — Ho s IeCTBUTENILHO XOUy CIPOCUTH Koe 0 4éM. E€ masnblibl HA MTHOBEHHE CXKaJMCh Ha
KpaKo CTOJIA.

Ona koneb6anach.

ITOT BONPOC yXke JABHO KW B €€ ronoBe. OH MOSBISUICS KakI0€ YTPO, KOI/ia OHa MPOCHI-
najach B XOJIOZIHOM CrajbHe, U Kak/1ylo HOYb, KOIJa OHa Jiekana 0e3 CHa, Ciyliasi JAIEKue 3ByKH
3amka. Ho mpousHecTy ero Beiyx ObUIO... HenpusaTHO. CJIOBHO OHA caMa MpHOMIKaia Hen30eKHOe.
Bukropus TMxo BOJOXHYJIA.

— Korza BB coOrpaeTtech pa3BecTHCh CO MHOM?

CnoBa mpo3ByYaId HEOKHUIAHHO SICHO.

Ha MraoBenue BpeMs CIOBHO OCTaHOBUWJIOCH. JIMIO AsekcaHgpa 3acThlI0. DTO JIUJIOCh BCETO
JOJTIO0 CEKYH/Ib. 3aTeM ero BhIpakeHe BHOBb CTAJIO IIPEKHUM — CIIOKOWHBIM, TOYTH PABHOLYIIIHBIM.

— A 4910, — MeJIJIeHHO IPOM3HEC OH, — Tl HAMEPEeHa COOOITUTh 00 3TOM MapKu3y?

BukTopus cnerka B3Iporsysia.

— Her... — Tuxo oTBeTmIa OHa. — {] cIipalMBaia Bac He C TAKMM HaMEpeHHUEM.

Ho Asnexcannp yxe OTBEN B3I K JIOKYMEHTY.

— YT0 X, — TPOJOJIKUII OH HETPOMKO, — sI HE MOT'Y JIOBEPSITh TeOe.

OH caemnan HeOOJBIIYIO May3y.

— Benp ThI BCE-TaKM MOCITYIIIHAS 10Yb CBOEIO OTLA.

DTH CJIOBa MPO3BYYATIN CITIOKOWHO.

Crvikom criokoiHo. Ho ¢ kaskapiM ¢cioBoM JMiio BukTtopun cranoBmiiochk BcE OneHee. OHa
BCerjga BhIJIsAENa MITKod M TUxoi. Ho cromno koMy-HMOyAb YOMSIHYTh MapKu3a — M 4YTO-TO
BHYTPHY HEE MTHOBEHHO CKMMAJIOCh.

E€ nnieun HEBOJIBHO HAIPSTaIUCh.

Bamisag onyckascs.

N Anekcangp He NOHUMAJ [TIOYEMY.

Mapkus, KOTOpOro OH 3HaJI, Kazajcs eMy 3a00TMBbIM OoTIIoM. EmE B Havyase ux Opaka oH Tak
ropsiY0 pacxBajvBaj BUKTOPHIO, UTO 9TO Jake BHI3BIBAIO Y ANleKcaHpa pasapakenue. Mimmneparop
Y UMTIepaTpriia ToKe OTHOCKHITUCH K Hell ¢ 0co0oi TerioTol. Kazaiock, oHa BRIpOCIa OKPYKEHHOM
mo6oBblo. Takas neByiKa JomKHA ObUTa OBITH CAMOYBEPEHHOM.

HemHoro n36anoBaHHO¥.

Ho Bukropus He Obuta TakoM.

Ona ObUIa CIMIITKOM THXOH.

CAMIIKOM OCTOPOKHOM.

CHavasna AjekcaHjp peliuI, 9To 3TO JUIIb Macka. OH JlyMaJl, 9TO OHa IPUTBOPSIETCS. A TIOTOM
CIIy4HJIOCh TO, YTO OKOHYATEJIbHO YKPETUIIO €ro MOJ03PEeHUSI.

Tor neus.

Te HapkOTHKM.

AJekcanip eiBa 3aMEeTHO YCMEXHYJICS.

Harnomunanwue o Tom, uyto Bukropust — noub mapkuza Cant Kiap, crpanHsiM 06pa3om nomo-
rajgo eMy ynopsiaouuTh Mbiciv. Ero 4yBcTBa K HEll CTAHOBMJIMCH CIIMIIIKOM CJIOKHBIMH.

Crnummikom 3amytanHbiMHA. Ho 3TOT (pakT ocraBascs Hen3meHHbIM. Kakasi 6b1 oHa HU Obliia —
crabasi, poOKasi WM TUXasi — OHA BCE PaBHO OCTaBaJIach J0YEPhI0 MApPKHU3a.

W 310ro ObII0 JOCTATOYHO.

Bukropusa momuana.

OHa cKJIOHWJIA TONIOBY.
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Ho Ha 310T pa3 e€ nuiio He BeIpakaio MpUBBIYHON 00uIbl. He ObLTO HU CIIE3, HU pacTepsiHHO-
cT. TOJIBKO yCTaJIOCTb.

I'myGokasi, TMXas ycTajaoCcTh YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPBIHA CIIUIIKOM JIONTO Tepred.

— Iporry nporenust, — ckazajia oHa THX0. E€ ronoc ObUT pOBHBIM.

— Bonplie 51 Bac He MOOECHOKOIO.

Anexcannp He orBeTus1. Ho ero o yxe BepHYJIOCh K IPUBBIYHOMY JIEASTHOMY BBIPAKEHUIO.
W Buktopuu 3T0r0 OBLJIO TOCTATOYHO.

Ona noHsia.

Huuero He n3MeHnI0Ck.

Huuero He nusamenurces.

E€ cepniie Ha MruoBeH#e OOJIE3HEHHO CHKaIOCh.

Ho 6omb Obuta crpanHo npurnyniéHHoi. CIIOBHO OHa yke NMPHUBBHIKJIA K Hell. Bukropus men-
JIEHHO MOJHSAIACh U3-3a crona. CTyJ TUXO CKOJIb3HYII 110 nonny. OHa He nofgHsa rojossl. He mocmot-
peJia Ha Hero.

CrokoWHBIMU IIaraMM OHa TepeceKsia MPOCTOPHYIO CTOJIOBYIO. BBhICOKME OKHa OTpax)aiu eé
cuysT. Cryra yxe ctosin y asepu. Korga oH oTkpbi e€, BukTopust 6e3 konebanuii Beimuia. OHa He
oOepHysack. Hu Ha cekynay. OHa He yBuena BeIpaxeHue Juia Anekcanipa B TOT MoMeHT. He yBu-
Jefa, Kak ero pyka, Jepxanlias JOKyYMEHT, MEJICHHO ocTaHoBWIach. He 3amermiia, Kak ero B3misij
3aJepKaJicsl Ha IyCTOM MECTe, IIe OHA TOJIBKO YTO CUAENA.

B crosnoBoii cHOBa cTajIo THXO.

Ho Teneps 31a THIIMHA IOYEMY-TO Ka3ajach TskKesee MpekHe.

keksk

ITO CIyYWJIOCh B OJIMH U3 TUXUX JHEW PaHHEW OCEHM.

JIHU cTanm Kopoue, a BO31yX — IIpo3pauHee U MpoxjagHee. Bedepamu B 3aMKe yxke 3axurai
KaMUHBI, U MATKOE TEIUIO MEJIEHHO Pacroii3aioch 110 KoMHaTam. BUKkropusi cuziena Ha JuBaHe nepes
KaMUHOM. [LmaMsi THXO MOTPECKMBAJIO, MHOT/A BHIOpackiBasi UCKpbl. OpaHkeBble OTONECKH CKOJIb-
3WJIM 10 CTEHaM, 10 KOBPY, 10 CTPaHMIIaM KHUTH B €€ pyKax.

Ona umrana.

ToyHee — mbITaNach YUTATb.

CTpoKu TUIBUIM TIepeN] I71a3aMu, HO CMBICI yCKonb3al. VHorma oHa joBuiia cebst Ha TOM, 4YTO
yXe HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CMOTPHT Ha OfIHY U TY ke cTpaHuily. E€ Mblcim ObUIH Tie-To AajeKo.

Psnom BuBbeH akkypaTHO CKJiagpiBasia CBekee MoctesbHoe Oenbe. TKaHp MSTKO HIypluana,
Hapyliasi TUIIVHY.

Bapyr B 1Bepp nocryvaim.

3ByK ObUT HETPOMKHMM, HO B TUXOW KOMHATE OH MPO3BYYasl HEOKHUJAHHO.

Bukropusa nogHsia rojgosy.

BuBben nocnenHo nojpomuia K ABepu 1 oTkpblia e€. Ha nopore crosit apopeukuii ITasen. On
CJIETKa TIOKJIOHWJICSL.

— Bama Cgemiocts, K BaM MOCETUTENb U3 ABOPLIA.

— Iocerurens?

BuxkTopus crierka HakJIOHWIIa TOIOBY HAOOK. M3 ABOpIIa K Hell MOuTH HUKTO He presxkai. OHa
OCTOPOKHO 3aKpblila KHUTY, MOJIOKUB 3aKJIaIKy MEXY CTPAHUL[AMU, U MEJIEHHO MOAHSIIAC.

— IIpoBenure ero B NpuEMHYIO.

[Tyt 10 MpUEMHOM 3aHsLT BCErO HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, HO 3a 3TO BpeMs Bukropus ycnena nepe-
Opath B T0OJIOBE MHOKECTBO BapraHTOB. Koryia oHa BOIILIA, CTOSIBIIMI TaM CIIyTa cpasy MOKJIOHHJICS.

— Benukas reprioruss.

OH roBopuII ¢ yBakeHHEM, HO O€3 U3JHUIIHEH TOPKECTBEHHOCTH.

— S muunbii cnyra E€ Mmneparopckoro BeicouecTBa KpOHIIPUHIIECCHI.
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[Tpu sTHX cnoBax OpoBu BukTtopum enBa 3ametHo nporHyau. Ciayra MpoTsHYIN el KOHBEpT.
Bymara Oblj1a MJI0THOM M YKPAIIeHHON U3SAIIHBIM UMIIEPCKUM y30poM. [1aBes, CTOSBIINI psiioM, TYT
K€ TOJaJl HOX JJIsl [TUCEM.

BuxkTopus akkypatHo Bckpbuia KoHBepT. Llypianue Oymaru pazaanoch B THX0i komHate. OHa
JocTajia mIChbMO U Cpasy Havasa unuTaTh. [louepk ObUT aKKypaTHBIM M MATKUM. OTIipaBuTenem Oblia
Anenb — HacneaHas npunuecca. [IncbMo HauMHAIOCh € TEIIOTO MPUBETCTBUS.

Agiens cripanmBaa o 310poBbe BUKTOpUH, MHTEpecoBalach, Kak OHA YyBCTBYET ceOsl B 3aMKe,
Y HaJiesllach, YTO OCEHHUI BO3AYX MOIIEN ei Ha NoJb3y. Buktopus unrtana meaiieHHo. E€ B3misa Ha
MIHOBEHUE CMSATYUIICS.

Omna BcrioMHuMIIa JIMLO AJeNb.

Ho6poe.

Cgemoe.

Anenp Bcerga cMoTpelsia Ha He€ Tak, OyATO JISHMCTBUTENBHO TepexuBaia 3a He€. [anbine B
MYChbME FOBOPUJIOCH O ApyroM. B Omiokaiiiee BpeMsi B 34MOK BEJIMKOTO Tepriora JA0JKeH MPUOBITH
BaKHBIN TOCTb.

Ho nms He ynoMuHanocs.

Hwu onHoit nonckasku.

CroBHO 3TO OBUIO CHENAHO CrielraibHO. BynTo Anens HaMepeHHO XOTena pa3kedb e€ Jo0o-
MBITCTBO. BUKTOPHSI HA MTHOBEHUE 3a[yMaach.

Ilepen e€ rmasaMu BO3HMKJIA KapTHHA MOCJEIHEN BCTPEUM C KPOHMPHUHIIECCOM. AJIesb CTO-
sla PAIOM C HacJeJHbIM NpuHLEM. E€ pyka OCTOpOXKHO NOAJEpKMBaIa OKPYIJIMBIIMNCS KUBOT.
Ona HaxoauJIach Ha MOCIeIHeM TpumecTpe OepemeHHOCTH. U Bhimsaena... cuactinmBoi. [lo-Hacro-
SIeMy cuacTIMBOM. B e€ mia3zax ObUIO CTOJBKO CIIOKOMHOW PaJOCTH, UTO PSIOM C HEl Jlaxe BO3/IYyX
Kazajcs msarde. Buktopust HeBonbHO yiabiOHYaack. Ho yibiOka moutH cpasdy yracia. E€ monoxenue
ObLIIO COBEPIIEHHO MPOTUBOTIOJIOKHBIM.

VY Anenb Oblia cembsl.

Jio0sAmmit Myx.

Ckopo oKeH ObLT POAUTHCS PeOEHOK.

Ay Bukropun...

Oma cxasia MUcbMO 4yThb Kperue. B e€ rpynu Ha MrHoBeHHe BO3HUKJIA TshkecTh. OHa OBICTPO
OTBeJIa B3IV OT CTPOKH.

«He nymaii 06 sTOM.»

OHa 1aBHO HayuyWJIach OCTAHABIMBAThH MOJOOHBIE MBICTM. OHU HE IPUHOCKIIA HIUYETO, KpoMe
6ommu. Buktopus riryooko BiIoxHya. V1 BHOBb MOCMOTpeia Ha TIMCHMO.

K0 3xe Ob1 TEM roctem?

Ona nomneiTajlach yraaarh.

«MoseT ObITh, KTO-TO M3 UMIIepaTopckor ceMbr? Mt MHOCTpaHHbINA OCTAHHUK ?

A MOKXeT...»

Ho 4gem Gosnbirie oHa qymasia, TeM MeHbIlle HaXOquIa OTBETOB. AJie/b He OCTaBWJIa HU OTHOM
TMOJICKa3Ku. BUKTOPUS ClOXuMIa MMCbMO 0OpaTHO B KOHBEPT.

— bnaropapio Bac, — THX0 cka3aJjia OHa ClIyTe.

Tot cHoBa nokstoHuscs. Korna on yimén, Buktopus eme Hekotopoe BpeMs cTosiia B IPUEMHOM,
Aep’ka MICbMO B pyKax. JIIOOOIBITCTBO MEIJIEHHO CMEITMBAJIOCH C JIETKOM TPEBOTOM.

OpHako 0JIT0 rajiath € He MPUITLIOCh.

Bce e€ pasmbliieHus oka3aauchk HanpacHsl. [TotoMy 4To yke Ha crielyomuil 4eHb FOCTh MPU-
ObLT B 34MOK.

keksk

Korna BukTopus Boluia B IJIaBHBIN 3aJ1, COIHIE YK€ CTOSIO BBICOKO. CBeT, NaJlaBIIvi yepes
BBICOKME BUTPaXKHbIE OKHA, ObLT MSTKMM M TEMJIBIM, HO CaM 3ajl BCE PaBHO KazajCsl XOJIOIHBIM.
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KameHHbIe cTeHbI, TSKENbIE KOJOHHBI, JUTMHHBIE TEHH HA IOy — BCE 3TO MPUAABAJIO TIOMEIIECHUIO
OLIYIIEHHE KAKOI-TO TIIyXOil TOPKECTBEHHOCTH.

BukTopusi octaHOBHIACh HA HECKOJIBKO IHIAroB OT BxoAa. M 6e3ydyacTHo mocMoTpesa Ha yeso-
BeKa, CTOSIBIIIETO TIOCpe/In 3aJila. BBICOKMI MyKX4KMHA B OeJIoM 001aueHUM CBSIIIEHHUKA TIOBEPHYJICS
K He#. Ero nuio cpa3y o3apuiioch TEMIION, HICKpEHHEH YIIBIOKOM.

— Kak noxuBaere?

ITOT rojioc ObUT CIIOKONHBIM U MATKUM.

W Bapyr nokasaiicst Buktopuu 31akombeiM. OHa MOprHyJa.

— CasIIeHHUK... Anp0epT?

OHa cjieniana HECKOJIBKO II1aroB BIIEPEN, BCE eIIE€ HE BEPS] CBOMM IJ1a3aM.

— l'ocTh, 0 KOTOPOM KPOHMpPUHIIECCA YTIOMUHANA B TIMCHME... 3TO BbI?

E€ romnoc mpo3Byuan TUXO U cjierka pacTepssHHO. AJbOepT yJIBIOHYJICS Iupe.

— Iloxoxe, 51 BaC yIUBUIIL.

OH cJierka CKJIOHWI TOJIOBY.

— IMocne MonMTBBI 32 IpUHIIECCY AJIEJTh S Pl 3aeXaTh K BaM I10 JJOpore 0OpaTHO B XpaMm.

OH ormrangencs.

Heckomnbko cityr, CTOSIBIIMX B PUEMHOM, OpOCai Ha HETrO OCTOPOKHBIE B3MIsIIbL. Bernoe oxe-
sIHUE CBSIIICHHUKA PE3KO BBIACISUIOCh Ha (DOHE TEMHOTO KaMHsI M TSKENBIX roOesieHoB 3dMKa. Ero
MPUCYTCTBUE CJIOBHO MPUHOCUIIO CIOJIA YTO-TO UYKJI0€ TOM MpadHou atmocdepe.

Yro-TO cBETIOE.

— Mory 5 s criepsa yBuaets Ero BeicouecTBo? — criokoiiHo cripocui Anboept. — A xoten
OBl TIO37I0POBATHCS C HUM.

BukTopus nokayasa rojoBoi.

— Ero BeicouecTBa ceiiuac HeT B 34MKe.

Omna uyTh omycTHIa B3IJISII.

— OH yexaJ1 1o MOJUTUYECKUM JiesiaM. fl He 3Halo, Korja OH BEpHETCSI.

B nocnennue qHM AsekcaHIp BO3BpAILl/ICsl B COBEPLIEHHO pa3HOE BPEMs.

MHoraa no3aHo HOYBIO.

MNHuorpa noutn Ha pacceere.

[TosTomy OHa 1 npaBJa He MoIJIa CKa3aTb HUYEro TOUHEe.

— Torpa... — ona HemHoro 3amsiiack. — [loxkaityiicta, poEMTE B TOCTUHYIO.

BukTopus npogena ero no KOpuuopy.

BuBben tuxo cnepoBaia 3a HUMH. Korna iBepb roCTUHON OTKPBLIACh, MSTKUIA CBET OCEHHETO
IHSI HanOJIHWI KoMHaty. Ciyra OKJIOHUJICS U TTOCHEIITHO YAAJIUIICS, YTOOBI TPUTOTOBUTH YTOIIICHHUE.
Korga oHu ocraiice nouTu ogHu, BUKTOpYS HAaKOHEI! 3arOBOpUJIa.

— 4 xoTena OGbI MHOTOE YCIIBIIIATH OT BAC, CBANICHHHUK.

Oma cena Ha 1MBaH HAIIPOTUB HETO.

— Ho 4 coBcem He okuana yBuaeTh Bac Tak CKOPO.

AnbOepT CIIOKOWHO CIIOKMIT PYKH Ha KOJIEHSIX.

— KponnpuHuecca oueHb BOJHYyeTCs 3a Bac.

OH roBopuII MSITKO, CJIOBHO OOsIICS 3a/1eTh e€.

— Heckonbko aHel Has3aj OHa 3aMeTHIIa, YTO Bbl BBINIsAAUTE OneaHor. M mompocuiia MeHs
3aexarh B 34MOK... U IOMOJIMThCA 32 Jiean Bukropuio.

[Tpu ynomunanuu Anens 1o Buktopuu cierka noreruieno. OHa HEBOJIBHO BCIIOMHUIIA €€.

JoGpbie T1aza.

TErnyio ymeiOKy.

N pyKy, OCTOpOXKHO JiexKalllylo Ha OKPYITIMBLIEMCS )KUBOTE.

— TMoHsTHO... — THXO cKa3ana oHa. Ha e€ rydax mosiBuiach ciadasi yJisioka.
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— BbI ckazaim, 4To y Bac €CTh BOIPOCH], — MPOAOIIKUT AbOept. — $ ¢ pajocThio OTBeUy
Ha BCe.

Ero ronoc 661 HACTONBKO CIIOKOMHBIM M €CTECTBEHHBIM, YTO BUKTOpHS MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK
HarnpshkeHre B e€ rpy/Iy MOHeMHOTy ocliabeBaer.

Omna Hauana 3a7aBaTh BOIPOCHL.

CHauvajia OCTOPOXKHO.

— K kakoMy xpamy BbI IPUHAIJICKUTE, CBAIICHHUK ?

— K xpamy Apenun.

OH clierka KuBHYI.

— OH HaxonuTcs HeJJaJIeKko OT Tepputopuu Bunuectep.

ITOT XpaM He BXOAWUJ B COCTaB UMIEPHH. AJIOEPT MyTEeIecCTBOBAJI MO pa3HbIM 3emiisiM. Ho
HEKOTOpOe BpeMs KUJI BO IBOPIIE 1O MPOChOe MMITEPAaTOPCKOM ceMbH — OHU JIOBepsii eMy. Buk-
TOpHS MOJTYAJIa, COOMPAsICh C MBICTISIMU. BBITO CTOJBKO Belllel, 0 KOTOPBIX OHa XOTesa cripocuth. Ho
HU OJIHA MBIC/Tb HE Ka3aJlach JIOCTATOYHO BaXHOW. AJTLOEPT HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl HAOMIOAaN 3a Hell.

A IOTOM HEOKUJAHHO CKa3all:

— BBl 04eHb MMOXOKU Ha CBOIO MaTh.

BukTopus pe3ko nogHsuia royiopy. E€ miaza mmpoKko pacKpbUIUCh.

— Bbl... 3Ha7M MOIO MaTh?

Eé ronoc enpa He copBascs.

— Jla.

OtBer npo3Byya COKOWHO.

— 1 OBUT PAIOM. .. KOT/Ia BBl POVITUCH.

Mup cinoBHO Ha MrHOBeHHe ocTaHOBWJICS. Pyku Buktopun Havamu npoxats. Ceplie BAPYT
3a0MJIOCH OBICTPO ¥ HEPOBHO. AJTILOEPT MATKO MPOTSHYI el pyKy. BUKTOpUs paccestHHO ocMoTpeJa
Ha €ro JIaJIOHb.

U c1oBHO MOTUMHSISICH KAKOMY-TO TUXOMY BHYTPEHHEMY UyBCTBY, BJIOJKIJIA CBOIO PYKY B ero. B
TOT K€ MUT OHa OIIyTHJIa TeT10. TEMIbINA MOTOK, MSATKO CTPYSIIMIACS Yepes3 e€ 1ajoHb. OH MeJJIeHHO
pacrpocTpaHuics MO pyKe, 3aTeM 0 Ipyau, 1o BeceMy Teny. Cepiue, KOTOpoe ellié CeKyHay Haszajl
OelieHo OUIIOCh, TIOCTETICHHO YCIIOKAUBAJIOCh.

— $1 roBOpHIT BaM paHbIIlie, — TUXO CKa3ajl AJIbOEpT, — YTO YBEPEH B CBOEM IIJIUTEIILCTBE.

BuxTopus riryboko BIOXHYIA.

Tero ObIJI0 CTPaHHBIM.

Ho... ynuBUTEIHO CIOKOMHBIM.

— BbI ObUTH TIEPBOI KU3HBIO, KOTOPYIO S CIIac.

OH roBopuJ1 TUXO, OY/ITO BCIIOMUHAT OYeHb JAJIEKOe BpeMsl.

— Toraa st 6bUT BCETO JIUIIH MOCTYIITHUKOM.

OH pacckazai o Monofo# xkeHiuHe. OHa NPUXOIUIIa B MAJIEHBKUIA XPpaM IMOUTH Kaxk1yI0 HOYb.

Moununace.

Nuorpa miakasa.

WNuoraa cunena Tuxo, OOHSIB pyKamMH KUBOT.

Wuorna... ynpibanace.

IOHbI AEOepT HAOTIONA 32 HEW.

CHauvana ciydaiiHo. [Torom — kaxapiii Bedep. OH npuBbIK kJaTh €€. C KaxIbIM JHEM €€
KHUBOT CTAHOBUJICSI BCE OOJTBIIIE.

W onHaXkbL...

— B xpam npube:xanu MoBUTyxa v Bpau, — MPOIOJIKIIT OH. — OHHU CKa3asiu, 4To OepeMeHHast
JKEHIIMHA MOTepsijia CO3HAHUE.

U Gosnbilie HUKTO HE MOT € TOMOYb. B TOT IeHb B MOHACTBIPE ObLIT TOJIBKO OH.

Monono# nociyIHuK.
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Huxkro apyroii.

— 4 O6pocurics k e€ Jomy... — THXO ckazan AnpoepT. — Ho 51 He 3Hau1, 4To aenart.

OH He ObLT BpauoM.

He Obu1 CBATIIEHHUKOM.

OH MOT TOJIBKO MOJIUTBCH.

U on monuics.

Ort Bcero cepara.

IMpocun Bora ciactu MaTh 1 peOEHKA.

OH 3amonyasl Ha MTHOBEHUE.

— W toraa... s BliepBble TOYYBCTBOBA CBATYIO CHITY.

OH niepenas 3Ty CUJTy KEHIIMHE.

U ona ounynace.

A BCcKoOpe poauiia peOEHKa.

— Cepatie HOBOPOXJEHHOM ObIJIO HATIOMTHEHO MOE CBSITOW CHJIOM.

OH nocmoTpen npsamo Ha Bukropuio.

— IlepBoe GnarocioBeHue, KOTOpOe 5 Aaj KaK CBANIEHHHUK... ObUIO MOXKeTaHUEeM, YTOObI STOT
PEOEHOK BHIPOC CUACTIIMBEE BCEX.

Ero B3rmis crain cepbE€3HbIM.

— CyactuBsl J1 BH certyac?

BuxTopusi cmotpena Ha Hero. Ho Oynro Huuero ve Buaena. OHa MeyieHHO OTBepHYJach. U
OCTOpOXHO yOpasa pyky. E€ nanbiibl kocHyamch rpyau. Cepriie cHoBa OUIoch OBICTPO.

— ...

CroBa 3actpsii. OHa He MOIJIa cKa3aTh «ja». [Totomy 4to 310 ObLIO OBI JIOXKBIO. HO U nipu-
3HATBCS B MPaBJE... ObLIO CIIMIIKOM TsiKes0. Buktopus 3amomuana. AibOepT TUXO B3AOXHYIL.

— Ecim BBl HECYACTHBI... — TPOIIENTAN OH. — 3HAYMT, 3TO MOS BUHA.

OH oTBepHyJIcs K OKHY. HeckosbKo cekyH[ cMOTpes Ha OCEHHUH cajl. A TIOTOM CHOBA 3aro-
BOPHIL.

— BbI Bc€ eié 15t MeHs1 OCOOEHHBIN YeIOBEK.

OH noBepHYJICSA K HEW.

— Ecium Bam korga-HuOYIb MOHAJOOUTCS TIOMOIIIb... BBl MOXKETE OOpATUTHCS KO MHE.

BuxTopusi MeJIeHHO TIOHSIA TOJIOBY.

E€ pazym Bcé emi€ 6wu1 1osioH BoripocoB. Ho cepatie... mouemy-To craio criokoiiHee. OHa BAPYT
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA CTPAHHYIO YBEPEHHOCTh. CJIOBHO TEIJIO, KOTOPOE JKMJIO B €€ Cepale C POKASHHUS,
OTKJIMKAJIOCh Ha ero mpucytcTBre. CIOBHO pSIOM C STUM YeJIOBEKOM OHa MOIJIa CHOBAa 0OpecTd
paBHOBecHeE.

— ...

Ona yxe cobupanach OTBeTUTh. HO B 3TOT MOMEHT JBEpb pe3KO pacriaxHyach.

bes cryka.

BukTtopus oOepHyIach.

B nBepHom npoéme crosit Anekcanap. OH TOJIBKO UTO BEPHYJICS B 3AMOK.

I'naBa 18

Auekcanip BOIIENT B KOMHATY TaK e, KaK BXOAWJI BCeraa — ObICTPO, YBEPEHHO, CIIOBHO BCSAKOE
MIPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT HETO JOJIKHO ObLIO HEMEAJIEHHO YCTYIUTh AOPOTY.

JlBepb 3a ero CluHOUM MeJIeHHO 3aKphulach. Ha MrHOBEHUE B TOCTUHOM BOIApUIach TUILIMHA.
Ero B3m1s1 CKOJIB3HYJI IO KOMHATE.

CHavajia — 1o AVBaHy.

ITo cromy.
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[To kamuny.

W TonpKo Ha Jomo ceKyHapl 3aepxaicsa Ha Bukropum.

310 ObLT KOPOTKUMA, TIOUTH HEOPEXKHBIN B3NS, BynTo OH OTMETHIT €€ PUCYTCTBUE JIUIIb 10
npuBbluke. Ho mouTtu cpasy ero BHUMaHME NEPEKTIOUMIIOCh Ha JPYroro YesloBeKa.

Ha myxunny B 6emom.

AnbOepT yKe OTHSIICS o cBoero Mecta. OH CIIOKOWMHO BBITPSIMUJICS U CJIETKa TTOKJIOHUJICS.

— Paj no3HakoMuThes ¢ BaMu, MUJIOP.

Ero ronoc 6611 MATKUM, HO YBEPEHHBIM.

— 51 — Anp0Oeprt, xKpel xpama ABpeiu.

Anexcanap nozomién ommke. Ero maru mo nomy 3Bydanu riyxo. OH He nokJioHuscs. He ote-
THWJI Ha IpUBETCTBUE. JINIIb OCTAHOBUJICS BO3JIE KPECa U CEJI B HETO C IPUBBIYHOMN HENTPUHY K IEHHOW
XOJIOOHOCTHIO. OTepeBIIUCh JJOKTEM Ha MOIOKOTHHUK, OH CJIETKa CKJIOHW rosioBy HaOOK. Ero B3msig
CTaJl BHUMATEJIbHbIM.

— MHe coobuy, 4To TeOs Mmpuciaia HacaeHasl PUHIIECCA.

OH roBopuJ1 CIOKOWHO, HO B TOJI0CE YYBCTBOBAJIACh TOHKASI HOTA MIOO3PEHUSI.

— Jlns gero?

ANBOEpT yABIOHYIICS.

He BeI3bIBatone.

He cmyiiénno.

ITpocro cnokoiiHo.

— KponnpuHiiecca 6ecriokonnack 0 310poBbe Jiean BUKTopum.

OH cJierka noBepHyJ rojoBy.

— [oatomy nomnpocuna MeHsl OCETUTh 3AMOK.

Ha mrHoBeHue B koMHaTe NoBUC/Ia TUIIMHA. B3rsaa AjekcaHipa MeJIeHHO NepeMeCTHIICS.

OHn nocmorpesn Ha BukTtopuio.

OHa cujesia HEeMHOTO B CTOPOHE.

E€ pyku snexany Ha KOJIEHAX.

Ho B3r1s11 ObUT HaMpaBiieH KyJa-To BT, CIOBHO OHA BCE eI HAXOAUIACh MBICTISIMU 1aJIEKO
oT 3T0i KoMHaThl. EE nu110 66110 ciokoiHBIM. ByATO C10Ba BOKPYT HEeE€ He MMeJu K Hell OTHOIIEHHUS.
AJIeKCcaHAp HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ cMOTpesl Ha He€. [1oToM cHOBa nepeBEN B3I/ Ha CBAIICHHUKA.

— W... — nponormkun AnbOepT, — ecJM BbI TIO3BOJIUTE, ST XOTEJT Obl OCBATUTH 3AMOK.

Ero ronoc ocraBascs Takum ke MarkuM. Ho ciioBa npo3Bydasy CepbeE3HO.

B KoMHare CHOBa CTajIo THXO.

AJlekcaHap He cpa3y OTBETHIL.

OH npopomxkan cMorperh Ha Bukrtopuio. E€ HenmogBM:XHOCTb MOYEMy-TO pasjpaxkalia ero
OoJbilie, YeM ecyi Obl OHA 3arOBOPUIIA.

OH OTKpbLI pPOT.

— Bynbre 1o0phI.

OTBeT Npo3ByYa HEOKUIAHHO JIETKO.

Jaxe CIUIIIKOM JIETKO.

Bukropus cpa3zy nocmMoTpesna Ha Hero.

310 OBUIO IOYTH HEMPOU3BOJILHO.

WX B3m1s11161 BCTPETUIIUCH.

Ha cexynny.

Ho B e€ m1a3ax He ObUIO TPUBBIYHON TPEBOTH.

He 6bu10 podocTw.

Hu naxe noneITKM YTO-TO MPOYUTATH B €T0 JIULE.

Omna npocto nocMoTpeia.

W Tak xe crokoiHO oTBena B3IVIAA.
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CJOBHO 3TOT MOMEHT HUYEro IJis1 He€ He 3HaYMJI. 3aTeM OHa MOBEpHYJIach K AJbOepTy.

— 4] mokaxy BaM KOMHATYy, IJie BBl CMOKETe OCTAHOBUTHCS TIOCTIE YKUHA.

E€ ronoc ObUT TUXUM, HO POBHBIM. AJIBOEPT MSTKO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— bularonapio Bac.

BuxTopust nocMorpena Ha Hero. U e€ ryOsl ejBa 3aMeTHO IPUTTOJHSIIUCE.

Dt0 OblIa OueHb cnadas yabiOka. Ho oHa Obuta uckpeHHeil. I B 3TOT MOMEHT AJieKcaH[Ip
MOYYBCTBOBAJI CTPaHHOE JIBUKeHre BHYTpU. Ero maza 4yTts cy3umrch. OH cMoTpen Ha Hux. Ha To,
KaK OHa pa3roBapyBaeT CO CBAIIEHHUKOM.

Ha T0, KaK Jierko 3By4nT €€ rojoc.

Ha 3Ty enBa 3amMeTHYIO yJbIOKY.

W Brpyr B ero B3IJIsiie MOSIBUIACH JIETKAsl TPOXKb.

keksk

[Nocne oTbeszna AnbpOepTa 3dMOK CHOBA MOTPY3UIICS B MTPUBBIYHYIO TUIIMHY. Ho 17151 Buktopun
YTO-TO M3MeHWI0ch. OHa cama He MOorJla TOYHO OOBSICHUTD, YTO UMEHHO. VIHoraa eil Ka3ajioch, 4To
CJIOBA CBSIIIICHHMKA BCE €IE 3ByYar IJie-TO BHYTPU HEE — THUXO, Kak jAajieékoe 3x0. Y kaxplil pas,
KOIZla OHAa BCIIOMHUHAJIA UX, €€ Ceplle HEHAJ0Jro yCIOKauBaJIOCh... a 3aTEM CHOBA IOrpyXkajioch B
MIPEXKHIOI0 TSIKECTb.

B s10T I1IeHb OHa cujena 3a MUCbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM y OKHa. [lepen Heil exkan pacKphIThIi SLIMK.
B e€ namoHu HaxoauiICcs HEOOJBIIIOW KYJIOH.

INonBecka ¢ BHIIpaBUPOBAHHBIM O€JIBIM KaMHEM MSITKO TepenvBasiach Ha cBeTy. KameHb ObLT
MPO3pavYHBIM, U BHYTPU HETO CJIOBHO JIpokasia cinadast UCKpa CBeTa.

Dro 66T mogapok Asbdepra. OH Aaj ero e nepes OThEe3I0M.

«BHyTpH 3aKsI09€Ha YacTh MOEH CHJIBI, »— CKa3aJl OH Torga Msrko. «Eciu Bam Oyzer Tskeno,
OH TIOMOET YCIIOKOUTh CEpALIE.»

Bukropusa 1oaro cMorpena Ha KaMeHb.

OHa 0CTOPOKHO IpOBeJa NaJlbLEM M0 ero XolIoJHON noBepxHocTu. Eil kazasnock, 4To Teruo,
KOTOpOE OHAa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA TOT/IA, KOTJIAa UX PYKU COMPUKOCHYJIUCH, BCE eIE KUBET B 3TOM MaJIeHb-
KoM mpenmere. Ho BMecTe ¢ 3TUM OlIyIlleHMeM MpUXOOWIa U cTpaHHasi rpycTb. OHa MeIeHHO
3aKkpbuIa JIagoHb. W akkypaTHO yOpana KyJoH 00paTHO B UK. C TUXUM HIETYKOM 3aBUHYJIA €TO.
3areM B3sJ1a CO CTOJIA KaPMaHHbIE YaCHl.

Barmsa ckonb3Hya o crpenkam. E€ cepatie 4y Th iporaysio. Bukropus ObicTpo nogHsack. OHa
BBIIILIA U3 CMIAJIBHU M MIPOIIUIA 110 JUTMHHOMY Kopuaopy. E€ maru 6puti Tuxumu. OHa OCTaHOBHJIACH
y TIEpHJT BEPXHET0 3Taxa U IOCMOTpesia BHU3.

Ha rnaBHbIit xosut.

NmenHo 31eck Anekcanip Bcerja mpoxoany, KOrjaa MOKUIal 3aMOK.

Kaxnplii neHb.

BuxkTopus 1aBHO Bblyumia ero pacnricanve. Y moutu Bcerga nmpuxoania cloga UMEHHO B 3TOT
MomeHT. OHa crosina 31ech Momua. CKpbITasi TEHBIO BepXHero staxa. Korma-to oHa mbItanack mpo-
BOJIMTH €T0 KaK MOJIaraeTcsi — CTOSITh PSIIOM CO CITyTaMU Y IBEPH, KJIAHAThCS, KeJaaTh YIaYHOTO JHS.

Ho 310 3aK0HYMIIOCH OBICTPO.

Eif ciumkoM XopoIio 3aroMHIICS TOT XOJIOAHBIHA B3rsiA. CIOBHO €€ MpHUCYTCTBHE ObUIO IS
Hero HenpuATHBIM. C TeX mop oHa OoJIbIIIe He CITyCKalach BHUS.

Tenepp il ObLIO TOCTATOUHO MPOCTO YBUETD €TO.

Xorts1 ObI HA MTHOBEHUE.

Wzpaneka.

OHa THXO BBIJJOXHYJIA.

«S ngnotka...»
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BuxTopus omycruna B3rsaa. OHa 3Hana. KoHelr MX OTHOIEHUI yke JaBHO ObUT MPEeApenicH.
Korma-to eff ka3anoch, 4To ecii OHa OyleT TepIIeIUBOM... eClii OylIeT CTapaThCs... €CM He Oyaer
KasoBarbesl... OHM CMOTYT MPOKUTH BMECTE JOJITHUE TOMbI.

Ona naxe mpITanach yOeauThb €ro.

Ho Teneps...

Ona ye noHumaa.

310 OBUIO OECTONE3HO.

«$1 mobmo ero...»

STa MBICIIb TIPUIILIA TUXO U OOJIE3HEHHO.

«Ho 4 3Ha10, 4YTO HUKOTIA HE 3aBJAJEI0 €T0 CEPALIEM.»

OHna JjaBHO NpUHSIA 3TO.

N Bce xe...

Ona He MorJIa 3aCTaBUTh ce0sl OTKa3aThCs Jaxke OT Takod mMeouu. OT BO3MOKHOCTH YBUETh
ero XoTs Obl n3naseka. [1ycTb 1axe OH HUKOTA He y3HaeT 00 3TOM.

— Ox, Bama Csemiocrtn!

BukTopus B31poruyna.

Omna o6epHyJ1ach.

Mo xopunopy crienrHo nuia BusbeH. B pykax y He€ Oblia CTOIKA MHUCEM.

— IIpocrure, yto Hamyrana Bac, — CKa3ajia OHa, HEMHOTO 3arblxaBuvch. — [Ipunuia noura.

Omna npoTsHyJa OTHO U3 IIHCEM.

— Tucemo ot mapkuza Cant Kiap.

Pyka Bukropuu Ha mraoBenue 3amepiia. OHa mocMoTpesia Ha KOHBEPT.

Toscrast Oymara.

[Tevars cembu Cant Kiap.

Ona MomT4a B3s1J1a ICHMO.

— buaronapio.

E€ ronoc ObUT TUXUM.

Buxkrtopus BepHynach B cnianbHO. OHa 3akpbuia aBepb. [logomnuia k crony. U cena. ITucemo
nexano nepen Herd. Ho oHa He Bckpbuta ero. [laxke He MPUKOCHYJIACh K HOXKY [U1s1 uceM. [lotomy
YTO el ¥ Tak OBUTO U3BECTHO ero cofiepkanure. Mapku3 rnucai e peryisipHo. M kaxaplid pa3 — OIHO
1 TO k€. OHa MEe/IJIEHHO OIyCTUJIA B3MJISALL.

«Thl HOMKHA ynepxkarh BeauKoro repuora. Crenaid BC€, 4ToObl COXpaHUTh 3TOT Opak. Poau
pe6enka. TonbKo Tak ThI 3aKPENHUIIb CBOE MOTOKEHHE.»

CnoBa OyaTo camu BCIUTHIBUTH B €€ rosioBe. OHa He untana nrcbMo. Ho Be€ paBHO cribliasa
ero. Bukropus tThxo npouenrania:

— ...Yro xe MHe genars?

Ona 3akpblia 7asa.

W o6xBatuia roioBy pykamu. E€ masbipl ObUTH XOJTOJHBIMU U XYJBIMU.

Mpiciu nytanuch. CIOBHO KTO-TO pa3pbiBaj €€ U3HYTPU. AJIEKCaH[Ip SICHO cKazas eil. Emy He
HYXHO e€ ceprue. OH HUKOTJa He XOTeJl BUJIETD €€ cBoeil skeHor. OH tymas o pa3Boze. OH IOCTOSIHHO
OTTAJIKUBAJ €€.

Ho e€ orer...

OH TpeboBaJ COBEPILIEHHO JIPYTrOro.

«Thl moymKHa yaepskath ero. [laxe eciny npuaeTcs 3acTaBuTh. 3aBean peOEHKa.

3akpernu Opak.»

BuxTopus kpenko 3akycuina ryOy. E€ tuieun cnerka 3aapoxkanu. OHa MeIIeHHO OITyCTHIIa
rosyioBy. Eif ka3anochk, 4To €€ MbICIIM ceiuac pacKoJIIOTCS Ha YacTu. Bynro e€ pa3pbiBaiu JBe MPOTH-

BOITIOJIOKHBIE CHJIBI.
keksk

89



T. Iun. «Ommuodka nmo umenu JIioO0BbL»

B koHI1Ie KOHIIOB BUKTOpHS Tak ¥ HE OTBETWIIA HA MMCbMO Mapku3a. Kak v Ha Bce ocTasibHbIE.
CHauasia oHa OTKJabIBajla UX Ha MOTOM. [ToToM — mpocTo nepecrana OTKpbIBATh.

Kaxmoe yrpo BuBbeH nprHOCHIIa HOBYIO CTOIKY TIHCEM, aKKYPATHO MEPeBA3aHHYIO JICHTOM, 1
KJIJIa X Ha Kpail MMCbMEHHOTO cToNa. BUKTOpUS MIb KOPOTKO KMBana. M fgenana BUJ, 4TO UX HE
cymectByeT. Co BpeMeHeM KOHBEPTHI Hauald HakarmBarbcs. OHU JieKalu B yIIIy CTOJA, CJIOBHO
HEeMoil ynpek — OeJible, akKypaTHble, ¢ rieyatbio ceMbr Cant Kmap. MHorna BukTopus ciydaitHo
3a7iep’krBajia Ha HUX B3MJISAA, HO TYT K€ OTBOpauuBajach. ECi OHAa He OTBETHUT, OTEl| PaHO WJIH
TO3/IHO IIpUEJIET.

Omna 3Haua 3710. U 3Hama, Kakum OyIeT ero rHes.

Ho ceituac...

ceiiyac OHa MPOCTO HE MOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh ceOs1 CHOBA UUTATh €ro XOJIOAHbIE HACTABJICHHUS.

OHa ycrana.

[ostomy BukTtopus crapanacek He gymarh. OHa OpaJia KHUTY, CaAMIach y OKHA U 3aCTaBIIsiia
ce0s1 YUTaTh CTPAHMUILY 3a cTpaHuIed. MHoraa noBmia cedst Ha TOM, YTO MePEUUTHIBACT OAUH U TOT
ke a03all ke B TPeTUll pa3, He MOHMUMasi HU cioBa. Torjga oHa Me/IJIeHHO MOJIHMMAJIa TOJIOBY.

CwMmotpena B okHO. OceHb MOYTH 3akOHUMIach. CaJpl BOKPYT 3aMKa yxke omycrenu. JIucTbs
Ha JIepeBbsIX MOOJIEKIIN U OIaJIM, OCTABUB BETBM TOHKMMHU M TOJILIMU. BeTep nHOrIa NoqHUMAa ux ¢
JOPOKEK U HaJ [0 JBOPY CYXMMHM HIOPOXaMH.

He6o crano 61eaHbIM.

XOJIOOHBIM.

Wuorna BukTtopun kazanock, 4To BpeMsl B 9TOM 3aMKe TOXE MOCTENIEHHO YBSAET, KaK 3TOT
caj. Iy nmpoxoausm oauH 3a apyruM. M oHa BcE el He 3Hauia, Korja e€ MmonpocsiT yUTH.

Anekcanap HuuYero He ropopwi. OH MPOCTO MPOIOIKA KHUTh CBOSH OOBIYHOW KU3HBIO —
3aHSITOM, XOJIOHOM, TIOJIHOM Aei1. Ero mourn HeBO3MOXHO ObLIO yBUIETh. MHOrMa BukTopust uiib
CIIbIIIIANIA, KK TIO3[JHO HOYBIO XJIOTAET BXOIHAS IBEPb.

U Bce.

[Tostomy oHa permia XOTsI Ol HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUTHCA. Ecii €€ Bpems B 9TOM 3dMKe OrpaHu-
YEHO...

OHAa ITPOBEJET €ro TUXO.

Be3 60pbObI.

bes cnés.

B TOT 1IeHB OBLTIO OKOJIO TIOMTY/IHS.

BuxTopusi BbIIILIA TPOTYJIATHCSA TO TEPPUTOPUU 3aMKa. XOJOMHBIA BO3AYX ClETKa UM
IIEKU, HO eH 3TO Ja)ke HPaBUJIOCh — OH TMOMOTaJl OUMCTUTh MBICITH. OHA OCTaHOBHIJIACH HA JJOPOXKKE
Y MofHsIa T1a3a K HeOy. CrtaOblil COJTHEUHBIN CBET MPOOMBAJICS CKBO3b OOIaka. B 3T0T MOoMeHT pas-
JIAJICSI TPOMKMIA TOJIOC.

— MBI nomkHb! yittu ipsimo ceitvac! [Toroporucs!

Buxkrtopus o6epHynack. Bosne kontornu crosut [TaBen. OH pa3roBapuBai co CIyrou, epxa B
PyKax Kakoi-TO KOHBepT. BUKTOpHS HEe 3a/lyMbIBAsICh TIONOILIA OJIHXKeE.

— Yro npoucxonut?

[TaBen cpa3y 3aMeTHII €€ ¥ MOCTEIHO CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY.

— O, Benukas repriorussi.

OH BBIISIZIENT HEMHOTO PACTEPSTHHBIM.

— 4 nonyuynn nmcemo, agpecoBanHoe Ero BricodyectBy Benmkomy repuory. OHO Kakercs
CPOYHBIM.

OH nogust kKoHBepT. U B 3T0T MOMeEHT 11a3a BukTtopun pacimpuiics. Ha neyatu Obut 3Ha-
kombIii repd. 'epd cembu Cant Kimap. Ceparie HEMpUATHO CKaJIOCh.

— Tl ciry4aiiHO He 3Haelllb, YTO ITO Takoe?

[TaBen mokayas royioBoil.
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— Her. Ho ciyra, KoTopslil puHEC MUCHMO, CKa3aJl, YTO OHO CPOYHOE U JIOJKHO OBITh Tiepe-
naHo Ero BeicouecTBy HEMeJIEHHO.

Bukrtopus nouyBcTBOBasIa, Kak BHYTPY MEUIEHHO NToAHUMAaeTcsl TpeBora. OHa oTBesa B3IJISI.
MBpicu Hauany MeTaTbes. A 3aTeM OHa pe3KO MPOTSAHYNA PYKY.

— 4 otnam 310 emy.

[TaBen ynuBIEHHO MOPIHYJI.

— Bl X0oTHTE NIEpeaTh MUCHMO JIUYHO?

On konebasics. Ho 3aTem Bc€ ke pOTSHYJ el KOHBEpT.

— Torpa nmpony Bac.

Uepes HECKONBKO MUHYT K BOPOTaM TMOAAM KapeTy. Buktopus yxe Obuia B BEpXHEHN OIek/e,
M03TOMY He CTajla Bo3Bpalarbcsi B 3d4Mok. OHa cpa3y nojHsijiachk BHyTpb. [1aBes noKJIoHMIICS.

— CuyacmIMBOro MyTH, Ballla CBETJIOCTb.

Konéca 3ackpunenu.

Kapera Tponynace.

BuxTopus cuzena y okHa M Kperko cxumaia miceMo. E€ B3 Obu1 TpeBokHBIM. OHa He
MorJia ycriokouTthesi. OHa He oTBevasia Ha nmucbMa otia. Y tenepps OH Hanvcan AJeKCaHpy.

Yrto oH Mor Harnucatb?

E€ pyku HeBosbHO crienuiiuchk. OHa He 3Haja MoYeMy... HO B TPYIM POCIIO TSAKENOE MpeadyB-
crue. OHa He JloBepsiia OTIy. BUKTOpHS CIMIIKOM XOpOLIO MOMHMJIA TOT J€Hb, KOT/a OH JIaJ €il TO
nekapctBo. Torga ona nosepuia. M 4yTh He pa3pylinia BCE OKOHYATENIbHO. YTO €CJI OH MONBITAETCS
caesaTh 4To-To mogoOHoe cHoBa? UTo eciv OH MOIBITaeTCs BTSHYTH B 3TO Ajlekcanapa? MbIciu cTa-
HOBWJIMCh BCE TpeBOXkHee. Bukropus 3akpbuia rmasa. Eil kazanoce, 4To eciy OHa IMPOCTO MOrOBOPUT
¢ AJIEKCaHJIpOM...

BcE craneT siciee. OHa He XoTena 0oJIbllle HeIopa3yMEeHHUA MEkKly HUMHU.

Kapera pe3ko ocraHOBuUIIaCh.

— Bamna cBe10CTh, MBI IPUOBLIH.

Bukropus B3apornyina. OHa 1axe He 3aMeTHIa, Kak Mpolilia gopora. [IBepb KapeTbl OTKPBUIH.
Ona Boimuia. [lepen Hell BO3BHIIAJICS OOJBIIION OCOOHSIK.

Crporuii, KaMEHHBII, OKPYKEHHBII BHICOKUMHU BOPOTaMu. BUKTOpHS Me/IJIEHHO OrIvIsiAena ero.
CeroaHs oHa BHEpBblE y3HAJa, YTO y AJleKcaHJpa ecTh OTAesbHasA pe3ujeHuus. OHa He 3Haia,
MIOYEMY OH JIepKaJl e€ B TaliHe.

Ho ceiiuac 3to He umeno 3HayeHus. Eil Hy:)kHO ObUT0 moroBoputh ¢ HUM. OHa mojonuia K
BOpoTaM. M B 3TOT MOMEHT CTOJIKHYJIaCh C KEM-TO, KTO BBIXOIIJI U3 OCOOHSIKA.

— Ax! O#, npocrure...

Bukropusa nogHsia rojaosy.

U 3amepna.

[lepen Hel cTosina KeHIMHA. [JJTMHHBIE PbIKKIE BOJIOCH MATKO CHIa Ay Ha IJIeYU. DJIEraHTHOE
1aThe, yBepeHHasl OCaHKa, CTIOKOWHAs yibIOKa. BUuktopus cpasy y3Hama e€.

Hana.

Hous repuora Ipaiica.

Onu Bcrpevanuch Ha O6aHkete B yecTb OcHoBaHus1. Torna oHu OOMEHSUTUCH JIMIITh KOPOTKUM
MIPUBETCTBUEM.

— A, Benukas repuoruss?

JlaHa yIuBIEHHO NPUTIOAHSIIA OPOBU.

Bukrtopus He orBeTriia. OHa JvIb cMOTpesia Ha He€. A 3atem e€ B3IJIsii MeIJIEHHO TepeMe-
CTHJICS] HA OCOOHSIK.

«[Touemy... nequ [paiic BbIXOAUT oTciona?»

W3 yactHOM pe3uneHumn Ajnekcanapa?
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Korpa cama BukTtopus y3Hana o €€ CylecTBOBAaHMHU TOJIBKO CErofHs. MbICIM HA MTHOBEHUE
OCTAHOBUJIVCh.

— XM... Balia MAJIOCTb.

JlaHa MSTKO YIBIOHYJIAC.

— Jlymaio, BaM ceiiuac He CTOUT BXOIUTb.

Ona MeUIeHHO 1IarHyJsia Ha3a/l ¥ ONépiach CIMHOM 0 BOpoTa. TeM cambIM nepeKpbiBasi POXOLI.
Bukropusa nocmorpesna Ha Hee.

— ...YTO0 TH MMeelb B BUIY?

E€ ronoc nposByyan xécrue, yeM oHa oxuaaia. JJana BHUMaTeabHO Habmoaama 3a e€ JIUIoM.
B e€ B3misi/ie MeIbKHYJIO YTO-TO... TIOOOMBITHOE.

— Ha 6ankere B yects OCcHOBaHUs 1 CITy4aitHO yCJIbIIIIaia pa3roBop Mexay Bamu u Ero Beico-
YECTBOM.

Cepnuie Buktopun 60ose3HeHHO IporHyao. OHa BCIOMHMIIA TOT JIEHb.

CnoBa Anekcanapa.

O pazBore.

JlaHa mponosKuIIa, MOYTH BECEIIO:

— Kaxercs, Ero BeicouecTBo gymaer o pa3Bojie C BaMHu.

Eé€ rnaza cnerka cy3uiamce.

— benusra.

Omna roBopmia T0 Tak, OyATO AEHCTBUTENBHO couyBCTBYeT. Ho B €€ ronoce Oblia efiBa 3ameT-
Hasl HaCMellIKa.

Bukrtopus monyaia. [laHa HakJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY.

— INouemy Obl BaM He HalTH KOrO-HUOY/b, KTO CMOXET YTEIIUTh Ballle OJMHOYECTBO?

Ona ynbIOHyIaCh.

— TMocne pa3Boa Bam BCE paBHO MPHUIETCS UCKATh cebe HOBOE OOITIeCTRO.

CnoBa npo3By4aau Msrko. Ho ux cMbIci ObUT si10BUTHIM. BUKTOpHSI BCE MOHSIA.

Cpagy.

Ona Me/IJIeHHO ITOCMOTpEJIa Ha BOPOTA.

Ha nom 3a Humu. Mbicim 3aKpyKHAJTUCS.

Crnyxu.

[énor npuaBOPHBIX.

Hawméxn.

Ona Bcerja crapajiace He ciaymiaTth ux. Ho celiuac oM BApYT BCIUIBLIM B I'OJIOBE.

«A 4T0, ecnu... Y AjekcaHapa JeUCTBUTEIbHO €CTh JIpyrasi KeHIuHa 7»

Eé€ rnmaza gpornynu.

Ona xoTena BOWUTH.

Xorena ClpoCUTb €ro.

Ho Bapyr ncnyranace.

[ToToMy UYTO CIIMIIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3HANA, KAKKM OyJIeT ero B3IJIsI.

XOJIOIHBIM.

OTcTpaHEHHBIM.

U cnosa...

Emg 6onee xonoqHbie.

N Torpa Bukropus BApyr NOHsIA OAHY Belllb. ECM OH MOATBEPAUT 3TO...

el CTaHeT MO-HaCTOoSAIIEeMY OOJBHO.

I'nmaBa 19
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I'eprior Ilpaiic mpuObLT B YacTHBIA OCOOHSK AJIeKCaHApa MPUMEPHO 3a Yac IO TOro, Kak
TyJa nogbexana kapera Bukropun. OceHHuil BeTep MeIJIEHHO TyJisil 10 MMUpokomy asopy. Ciyru
OTKPBUIM BOPOTA, M KapeTa repliora HeTOpOoIUIMBO BbeXasa BHYTpb. Korga Asiekcanap BblIlIes BCTpe-
THUTb TOCTEH, OH Y’Ke 3HaJI, KTO npuexay. Ho koria u3 KapeTsl BBIIILIH IBOE, €0 OPOBH €/1Ba 3aMETHO
AporHyau. Psiom c repriorom crosiia ero a04b.

Hana.

E€ pbkrie BOIOCH MSATKO MEPETMBAIUCH HA XOJIIOAHOM OCeHHeM costHiie. OHa BhIrsiena 0e3-
YIIPEYHO — 3JIETaHTHOE TUIaThe, JIErKasi YJIbIOKa, CIIOKOWHAs YyBEPEHHOCTh B KaXIOM JIBUKCHUM.
AJiekcaHp cMOTpeJT Ha He€ HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/. 3aTeM MPOU3HEC XOJIOIHO:

— $1 He oxuAAT, YTO BBI MPUBE3ETE C COOOM JI0Ub.

Ero ronoc 3Byuan 6eccrpactHo. Ho B mia3zax menbkHymmo pasapaxenue. ['epuor Ipaiic mpo-
CWJI O JIMYHOU BCTpeue elle nocne npasanuka OcHoBanus cTpanbl. OH HacTauBall Ha pasroBoOpe, U
TIOCKOJIBKY CaM BBIPa3uJI JKeJaHue rpuexars B Benukoe repriorctBo, y Anekcanapa He ObUIo BECKOM
MIPUYMHBI OTKa3biBaTh. HO OH coBepIieHHO He oXuan yBUAETh psagoM ¢ HuM [lany. [lana cierka
HaKJIOHWIa royioBy. Ha e€ ry0ax mosiBuiach Msirkasi yipIOka.

— 4 npuexana, 4ToOBI €1I€ pa3 yBUAETD Ballle BHICOYECTBO.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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