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AHHOTaAMSA

Anexcanap Bunyectep - mpaBuTeNs 1ora, repoil BOMHBI 1 YeJI0BeK,
Yb€ UM 3HAET BCS UMITepHsl. KpacuBbIiA, XOMOHBIH, Oe3yNpeYHbIi BO
BCEM, OH CTaJl )KMBOU JIETEH/ION eIg O TOro, Kak eMy HCIIOTHUIOChH
tpunate. s Buktopum oH Obul Oonbilie, yeM JiereHnoil. B eé
HECYACTIIMBOM JETCTBE, MOJTHOM OJMHOYECTBA M XOJIOAHBIX B3IJIS/IOB,
OBLJIO JIMIIIL OMHO CBETJIOE BOCIIOMUHAHUE - BEUep JEBATH JIeT Ha3ajl,
KOI/Jla HE3HAKOMBIH I0HOIIA ¢ TEMJIBIMA PyKaMU MOJTYa CUAEN PAIOM
C Hell Ha 3a0BbITOH Teppace UMIIepaTOPCKOro JBOPIA U CKa3asl BCEro
HecKonmbKo coB: «He mutaub. 4 ocranych ¢ T000i1.»

[MosToMy, KOTIa OMHAKIIBI OTEIl XOJIOIHO OOBSIBU:

- BukTopusi, Thl BBIEIIH 3aMYX 32 BEJIMKOTO Ieprora,

OnHa BHepBble B KM3HM IOBepWIa, 4to bor neilcTBUTENHHO
cymectByer. E€ MyxeM momkeH Obul cTaTh AsekcaHnp Bunuectep.
Tor camblii yenoBek. TOT camblil OHOIIA U3 €€ BOCHOMHHAHWM.
OpHako pealbHOCTh OKa3ajlach COBCEM MHOM.



Tarbsana IInn
Ommumoxka no nmenu JIro00oBb

I'nasa 1

BukTopus cena HampOTUB HETO, OCTOPOKHO OTOIBUHYB CTYJI
TaK TUXO, CJIOBHO OOs1JIaCh HAPYIIMTh XPYIKYIO TUIITUHY, TOBUC-
uryto Haj crofioM. Ee B3risig HEBOJILHO 3a/IepKalicsl HA MY:KUU-
HE, CUJEBIIEeM TI0 PYryl0 CTOPOHY JIUTMHHOTO, Oe3ylpevHo Ha-
KPBITOTO CTOJIA.

Aunexcannp Bunuecrep.

UYenoBek, uMsi KOTOPOro yxke cTajo JiereHaou. B nBaauath
IIATH JIET OH MPHUBET UMITEPCKUE BOWCKA K Modeie — modejie, o
KOTOPOU rOBOPUJIM Ha Bcex Oasax, B BOGHHBIX KIyOax v Jaxe B
CaMbIX OTJAJEHHBIX MPOBUHIIMSX. [lociie 3Toro oH yHacjaeaoBa
BEJIMKOE IepILIOrCTBO, CTaB OJHUM M3 CAMbIX MOTYIIECTBEHHbBIX
JIIOAEY UMIIEPUH.

Ho cefiuac oH nmpocTo cupen nepej Heid, cerka HaKJIOHUB 00-
KaJl ¢ IaMITIAaHCKUM, Y HaO/II0aJ1, KaK 30J10TUCTas XKUAKOCTD I1e-
pEMBAETCs B CBETE CBEYEH.

OH ObUT IOPA3UTESTLHO KPACHB.

He Toii MsirKou, U3SIITHOM KPAacOTOM, KOTOPOM BOCXMILIAIOTCS
B CAJIOHAX, a XOJIOOHOM, Oe3yIpevyHOr KpacoTou craTyu. YeéTkas
JIMHUS YEeNTIOCTH, MPSIMOU HOC, CHOKOMHBIN B3IJIs1]] CBETJIBIX IJ1a3.
Ero mieun ka3aiuch NIMPOKUMU JJaKe MO TPOCTOM CBETJION pPy-



Oamkoi. TkaHp Ha HEM cHUsla Tak, OyATO OTpaXkaja CBET, a He
IIPOCTO JIOBUJIA €TO.

OH BBIITIAAE] YEJIOBEKOM, K KOTOPOMY B3IJIsAL IPUTATUBAETCS
cam coOOoM.

Tem, Ha KOrO HEBO3MOXHO HE CMOTPETb.

W xaxapii pa3, koraa Bukropus ocozHaBania, 4Tto 3TOT Yeo-
BEK... €€ MyX, B I'Py/I1 IOAHUMAJIOCh CTPaHHOE 4yBCTBO. CJIOBHO
910 ObLIa OmmmoOKa. Vnm con.

Kaxk 6yaTo KTo-TO cy4aifHO mepertyTai CyabObl.

Omna He 3aMeTHIIa, KaK CIIMILIKOM JIOJTO CMOTPHT.

— Ilouemy ObI TeOE He MepecTaTh CMOTPETh U HE TIOECTh?

Hwuskuii rosoc npo3Bydas HEOKUIAHHO OJIU3KO.

BukTtopusi B31pordysia Tak pe3ko, UTO BUJIKA BBICKOJIb3HYJIA
U3 €€ MaJIbIEB U TUXO 3BAKHYJa 0 ¢papdop. Ceparie Ha MrHOBe-
HUEe OOJIE3HEHHO CKaJIOCh.

Anekcanap NOAHSI B3IJISL.

OH cmoTpen Ha He€ Oe3 BhIpakeHU s — CIIOKOIHO, TIOYTH XO-
nogHo. Kak Oyaro mepes HUM crzien He YeloBeK, a HeuTo He Tpe-
Oyroriee 0coO0ro BHUMaHUSI.

— Jla... 1a, KOHEYHO.

[II€xn BukTopry MrHOBEHHO BCIIBIXHY/IA. OHA ITOCIHEIIHO I10-
TSIHYJIACh K TapeJike U B3sjIa MaJeHbKHUI KycOoUdeK xJie0a, CJIOBHO
3TO MOIJIO CKPBITh €€ HEJIOBKOCTb.

Oma He pelanach MOJHATH IJ1a3a.

Bouto yxacHo crbiiHO. E€ noiimasiv Ha TOM, 4TO OHA YKpaj-
KOW CMOTpesia Ha COOCTBEHHOTO Myka — ¥ BCE PaBHO 3TO Ka3a-



JIOCh YEM-TO HETIO3BOJIUTEIbHbBIM.

Ona MeyIeHHO OTIIoMuIIA Kycouek xjieba. Cyr repen Hell yxe
YCIIEN OCTHITh, HO OHA BCE PABHO MAIlIMHAJILHO NTOMEIIMBAJIa ero
JIO)KKOM, JIUIIb Obl 3aHATH PYKH.

TuiMHa 3a CTOJIOM CTAaHOBUJIACHh BCE IUIOTHEE.

Coyra OGecriryMHO BOIIEN 1 TIOCTaBIIT HOBBIe Ommona. CepeOpo
IpuOOPOB THUXO 3BSIKHYJIO O (hapdop.

Bukrtopus B3ssla HOX M Hayajia pa3pe3arb CTEUK, CTapasich
JIBUTATbCSl CIIOKOMHO M YBEpeHHO, Kak e€ yumnn. Ho uepes
HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ] OHa BCE € OCTOPOKHO MOAHSIA [J1a3a.

AJekcaHap Aaxe He CMOTpEN Ha efly.

OH J5ieHuBO omycromian OoKajl MIaAMIIAHCKOTro, OyATO Y:KUH
OBLT JIUIIIb CKYYHOW (DOPMATBHOCTBIO.

«MOXeT... CTOUT TOTOBOPUTH?..»

MBpicib mosIBUIACh BHE3AITHO.

«Ho... 0 uém?»

Omna HMKOrJa He iymajia 00 3TOM paHbliie. B kHurax Bcé ka-
3QJI0Ch ITPOCTBIM — CYIIPYT'W pa3rOBAPUBAJIN, CMESUINACH, JEJIU-
JIUCh HOBOCTSIMM.

Ho kakue pa3roBopbl BeyT HOPMaJibHbIE Napbl 32 YKUHOM ?

[Toromy?

Hena?

Bocnomunanus?

BukTopus nepebupaiia B rojioBe BO3MOXKHbIE (ppa3bl U UyB-
CTBOBaJIA, KaK sI3bIK CTAHOBUTCS TSIKEJBIM.

OHa Tak ¥ He ycresyia HU4ero CKas3arh.



Anekcanap BAPYT HOIHSLICS.

JIBrxeHne ObIIIO OBICTPBHIM U PEIIUTENBHBIM, CIIOBHO OH TTPO-
CTO 3aKOHYMJI HEMPUSITHYIO OOS3aHHOCTb.

— 4 yiiny nepBbIM.

OH cka3aJj 3TO POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

be3 o0bscHeHHT.

bes may3bl.

bes B3misiga B €€ CTOpOHYy.

My:k4rHa BBIIIEN U3 CTOJIOBOM TaK K€ CIIOKOMHO, KaK BOIIIEN,
Y IBEPb THXO 3aKPbUIACH 32 HUM.

BuKTOpHS €111€ HECKOIBKO CEKYH CMOTpEIa Ha ITyCTOe MECTO
HalpoTHUB.

Crys1, Ha KOTOPOM OH CHJEN, BCE elié ObLT HEMHOTO OTOJIBU-
HYT.

Ero Gokai ocraBajics Ha CToOJIE.

U Bcé ke kazanock, OyATO €ro MpPUCYTCTBUE UCUE3JI0 MTHO-
BEHHO.

OHa Me/IJIeHHO OITyCTHJIA TIPUOOPHI.

ANneTuT nponai.

Ena Brpyr crayia 6e3BKyCHOM.

Bukrtopusi nogHsinach, €Ba MPUTPOHYBIIKUCh K MOJOBUHE
CBOEU MOPLIMH, U TUXO NOKMHYJA CTOJIOBYIO.

[aru no KOpuAOPY 3ByYaId HEMPUBBIYHO IPOMKO.

OHM ObUTH JKEHAThI YK€ HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB.

Ho 3a BcE 310 Bpemsi el Tak U He Y1a10Ch [IOTOBOPUTH C AJIeK-
CaHJPOM IO-HACTOSILEMY.



WHorga onu yxuHanu BMecre. MHorna ciay4ailHO BCTpeva-
JIUCh B KOPUAOpax.

Ho yarrie Bcero ero mpocto He ObUIO.

OH ye3xaJj no jejaaM repliorcTBa — Ha TpH [IHS, HA HEJIEJIo,
MHOrJa Ha Mecsil. Y Bo3Bpalasics Tak ke HEOXKHUIAaHHO, KaK UC-
yes3all.

EcrecTBeHHO, y He€ He ObLJI0 BO3MOKHOCTH y3HATh €rO.

Ho unorna BukTopus joBuiia cedst Ha MbIC/IH, 4TO JIE0 He
TOJIbKO B 3TOM.

[lo KaKoW-TO MPUYMHE €U Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO MEXKy HUMH BCE...
XYKE.

XyKe, 4eM JOJIKHO ObITh MEXK]Ly MY*KEM U KEHOM.

— Barie BbicouecTBO, BbI 3/1ech? Bam noHpasuiach ena?

Koraa Bukropus Bollia B CHAJIBHIO, CITyKAaHKA, KOTOpask Kak
pa3 MeHs11a oCTeNIbHOE OelTbE, Cpa3y MOBEPHYIACh K HEH ¢ TEM-
JION YJILIOKOM.

Oto OblTa BUBbeH — €€ MoCTOsIHHAS CITyKaHKa.

ENMHCTBEHHBIN Y€JI0BEK B 3TOM OIPOMHOM 3aMKE, C KOTOPhIM
BukTopusi Morjia roOBOPUTh CBOOOJTHO.

— Ha... Bc€ OBLIO XOpOIIIO.

Ona oTBeTHJIa TUXO U MPOILIA B rapAepOOHYIO.

BuBbeH nocnegoBaia 3a HeW M IOMOIVIA CHATh TSIKENOE TI1a-
The. TKaHb MATKO 3al1ypiiajia, Korjaa OHO CKOJIb3HYJIO BHUS.

Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MUHYT Ha Buktopuu yxe Ob10 JIErKoe 00-
Jieraioliiee JoMaillHee 1JiaTbe ¥ TOHKUU XaJar.

Omna BbIIIUIa OOPATHO B CTIANIBHIO.



— O, uyTh He 3a0bU1a, — BAPYT cKazaia BuBbeH. — Cerogus
OKOJIO TMOJTYAHS TTPUIILIO IMHUCHMO.

OHa jocTajla KOHBEPT U3 KapMaHa MepeHUKA.

Tenb MoYTH HE3AMETHO JierJia Ha JIMIo Buktopuu.

Eit naxxe He HYXKHO OBUIO CMOTPETh Ha MOYEPK.

Ona yxe 3HaJIA.

Koraa BusbeH yiia, Bukropursi MeaJieHHO BCKpbljla KOHBEPT.

[TucbMO OBLIIO KOPOTKHUM.

Kaxk Bcerna.

OHa nmpousia CTPOKM OfIMH pas3.

[Totowm emg pas.

«BukTopuu, Moei 1ouepu.

Thl HE OTBETWJIa Ha THUCbMO, KOTOpPOE s OTIPABWJI paHee.
S Gecrokolock M MOTOMY THITY CHOBA. Haneoch, Thl XOpPOIIO
YCTPOWJIaCh B HOBOM JIoMe. 1 KaX[plil JIeHb KTy OT TeOs XOpo-
mmx HoBocTei. [locTapaioch HaBeCTUTh TeOsI B 3aMKe B OJTMKaii-
1iee BpeMs.»

BuKkTOpHs THXO 3aKpbUIa I71a3a Ha CEKYHAY.

[TuceMO BHINISAEO 3a00TIMBBIM.

Ho oHa ciuiikom XopoIiio 3Hajia CBOero oTIia.

Mapkuz Openeprk Moaydus OT Toro Opaka Oosbliie Beex.

Boennas cnaBa AnekcaHgpa OTKpbUIA NIEPE] HUM JBEPH, KO-
TOpbIE paHbIlle ObLIM 3aKPHITBI. Ero TOProBuie jiena pacimpu-
JIUCh, CBSI3U TIPU IBOPE YKPEIUIIUCh, & UMSI CEMbH CTAJIO 3ByYaTh
rpoMue, 4YeM Koraa-amoo.

Ho naxe atoro eMy okazaaoch MaJo.



Tenepb nucbMa NPUXOAUIIN BCE Yallle.

U mex 1y CTpOK BCerJa YMTaioch OIHO U TO e TpeOOBaHue.

Hacnennuk.

Ecmu y Benukoro repriora poaurtcsi peOEHOK, Opak CTaHEeT
HEPYIIUMbIM.

W BnusHME ceMby MapKu3a TOJIBKO BO3PACTET.

BukTOpHsl MeIJIEeHHO MOJIOkKWIA MUCbMO B SIUK 17151 XpaHe-
HUS.

Ha e€ nuuie nosiBuiach o4t HE3aMeTHAs YCTaIOCTb.

[Mpo6nema ObLIa B TOM, UTO...

VY Hux ¢ Anekcanapom eié gaxe He ObLJI0 OpavHON HOUH.

CJioBa €TH M HACJIEIHMK Ka3aJIUCh YEM-TO OECKOHEYHO JIa-
JIEKUM.

Ho ona nmoHmmaia: 4to0bl 3T0 KOraa-HUOYIh CTAJIO BO3MOX-
HBIM, CHaYaJla HyXHO XOTsI Obl HAyYUThCSI pa3rOBAPUBATh.

«MBbI HE MOXEM OCTaBaThbCS TAKMMM HaBCeraa...»

OHa THXO Jieria Ha KpoBarh.

«He HyXHO TOpPOIUTBCA. »

Ternepb OHU OBUT MYKEM U KEHOH.

Briepeau y HUX OBLJIO €€ MHOTO THEH.

MHOro BO3MOKHOCTEH.

BukTOpHs 3aKppLia 11a3a ¥ MOMbITAJIACh MBICJIEHHO MTpeIcTa-
BUTb €TI0 JIUILIO.

C tex mop Kak oHa BIepBble yBUeIa AJleKCaH Ipa... MPOIILIO
JIEBSATD JIET.

W BCE 3TO BpeMs OH Ka3aJics €U MOYTH HEAOCATAEMBIM.



[TpexkpacHbIM.

Brrmarommmcs.

YeoBeKOM, KOTOPBIN BCera CTOsUT TAE-TO AJIEKO.

Ilorpyx€HHas B BOCIIOMMHAHUsA, BUKTOpUA cama He 3aMETU-
Jla, KaK yCHyJa.

U BO cHe Ha e€ ry0ax MOsSIBUJIACH THXasl, [IOUTH JIETCKasI YJIbIO-
Ka.

skekesk

HeBATh neT Ha3a/l.

3t0 OBLIO JIETO — TO caMoe JIETO, Korjia BUKTopuy UcCoTHu-
JIOCh YEeThIPHAALIATD.

Bo3ayx Torna Obul HaMOJIHEH apOMAaTOM IBETYIIIUX CaoB, U
Jaxe BeTep Kazascs MITKUM M MTPa3IHUIHBIM. [[7151 He€ 310 ObLt
0COOEHHBIN JIeHb: BIIEPBbIE B *KU3HU OHA JIOJKHA ObLIa YBUJIETh
MMIIEPATOPCKUM JIBOPELL.

Koraa kapera ocTaHOBWJIACh Y BBICOKMX MPAaMOPHBIX CTYIIE-
Hel, cepaiie BukTopuu OMIIOCH Tak CHIJIBHO, YTO OHA OOsIach,
YTO €ro YCJbIIAT OKPYKAOIIHE.

OHa OCTOpOKHO BHIIILIA, TPUAEPKUABAS TIOAOJ CBOETO HOBOTO
IJIAThA.

[TnaTbe OBLIO CBETJIBIM, YKpAIIEHHBIM TOHKOU BHIIITMBKOU 110
pykaBam. He pockoiiiHoe — mapku3 Ppenepruk HUKOT1a He Tpa-
TWJI HA HEE JIMIIHErO, — HO JJIs1 BUKTOPUM OHO Ka3aJloCh Ipe-
KpacHbIM. B 3epkase yrpom oHa Joiro paccMarpuBaa ceds, rmo-
YTU HE y3HaBas.

«CeromHs A yBUKY IBOpEILL...»



Ona "HuKorga He ObUta B TakoM Mecre. Hukorma He Buaena
HACTOSIIIMX MMPUABOPHBIX.

U BcE xke cepaiie e€ ObUIO MOJTHO Ha/IEKIbl.

Ho cTonso uM npuGam3uThes K JBEpsIM OAHKETHOTO 3aJ1a, Kak
PE3KUI TOJIOC pa3pyIIn BCE.

— Kak MoxeT Takoe HUUTOKECTBO BOMTH B OAHKETHBIN 3aJ17?

CrnoBa mpo3ByYaIu XOJIOIHO, IOYTH OPe3riiiBO.

[Ipexne yem Bukrtopus ycnena MOHSATh, YTO MPOUCXOIMT,
rpybast pyka cxBaruia e€ 3a IJieuo.

Mapkus ®penepuk.

OH TOJIKHYJ €€ B CTOPOHY Y3KOro KOpUAOpa, YBOASIIETO B
ryouHy ABopiia. JleBouka efiBa yaepskanach Ha HOrax, Korjaa oH
pacnaxHyJ ABepb HeOOJBINOW KOMHATH U OYKBAJIbHO BTOJKHYJI
€€ BHYTpb.

— Thl ocTanenibes 31ech, — cKazai oH pe3ko. — U Oypaerib
CUJEThb THUXO.

OHa pacTepssHHO MPOTSHYJIA PYKY.

— Ox... orell...

Ho nBepb yxke 3aXJI0MHy1ach.

['yxoii 3ByK OTO3BaJICS B ITYCTOM KOMHATe.

BukTtopust MeJIeHHO OITyCTUJIa PYKY.

OHa cTOs1JIa HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I, HE IBUTASICh, CJIOBHO HAJesl-
Jlach, YTO ABEPb CHOBA OTKpoeTcs. Ho 3Toro He mpousoluio.

Komnara Obljla MajJieHbKOW M MOYTH MYyCTO. TyCKIIbIA CBET
MIPOHUKAJI Yepe3 y3KOe OKHO, a B BO3/LyX€ MEJIEHHO KPYKUJIUCh
MBIJTAHKM.



TuimHa Ka3a1ach TSKEOM.

N Bapyr uzpaneka gJOHECCA 3BYK OPKECTpPA.

Mys3bIka.

Becénas, TopxecTBeHHass — Ta camasi My3blKa, KOTOpasi BO3-
Belllaj1a O Hayalie OaHKeTa.

BukTopus pe3ko BIOXHYIIA.

Bosznyxa crano He xBaraTh.

OHa MeJIJIEeHHO ONYCTWJIaCh HAa KOPTOUYKH, MIPUKAB JIAJIOHU K
JIy.

Cné3bl BBIPBAINCH CaMMU.

— Ilouemy...

CrnoBa pacTBOPSUIUCH B PbIIAHUSIX.

W3naneka JOHOCHIIMCH CMeX, 3BOH OOKaJioB, My3bIKa. Jltoau
Mpa3JHOBAJIH.

A oHa cuzena 37ecb — OJIHa, B MbUJIbHOM KOMHarte, Kyaa eé
CIPATAJH, CJIOBHO HEHYKHYIO BElllb.

«Pa3Be 310 OBIJIO HEMPaBUIIBHO...»

Ee€ nieun B3nparusany.

«Pa3Be ObUIO TJIOX0, UTO 51 paoBaIach?»

OHa BCIOMHWJIA, KaK YTPOM OCTOPOKHO HaJieBajia IUIaThe.
Kak ¢ Bocroprom cMoTpena B OKHO KapeThl, IOKa OHU €Xaju K
JBOPILY.

Ei1 ka3anock, YTO CEroaHs 4To-TO U3MEHUTCH.

Ho okazanock, 4To BCE OCTAETCA MPEKHUM.

Cnéspl 3acTUIIANM TJIa3a.

W Bapyr oHa 3aMeTWIIA... TEHb.



JUIMHHYO.

Omna MeJUIEeHHO NOAHAA TOJIOBY.

Ilepen Hew cTos 1OHOMIA.

Beicokuil, mOYTH CUITY3T B IOJyMpake KoMHaTbl. OH CMOTpe
Ha HEE CBEPXY BHU3 C KAKUM-TO CTPAHHO CIIOKOWHBIM BbIPAKe-
HUeM — 0e3 yauBJIeHus1, 0e3 pa3apaxeHus].

IIpocro cmoTpe.

[ToToM OH MeJIJIEHHO COTHYJI KOJIEHU U OITYCTUJICS Nepe]] Hell.

BukTopus B3gporayna.

Tenepp UX A OKa3aJIMCh HA OJHOM YPOBHE.

W oHa cMmorna pasrisiaers ero.

YépHble BOIOCH MSTKO CHajav Ha JI0O, MOYTU CIUBASICh C
TeMHOTOM KoMHaThl. Ho ero miasa... ero mia3a ObUTH CBETJIHIMU
— HACTOJIBKO CBETJIBIMH, YTO Ka3aJIMCh MOYTH CUSAIOUIMMU.

Jlaxe B 3TOM NOIyMpaKe.

— [louemy Tl TIAYENIH? — THUXO CIIPOCHUII OH.

Ero ronoc Obu1 CIIOKOWHBIM.

He rpyosmv. He HacMenmBoIM.

IIpocto THXUM.

Bukrtopus pacrepsiiach.

Ona HUKOTa paHbllle HE BUENA €ro.

Ho Gosbinie Beero e€ mopasuio Ipyroe.

OH ObLJI... KpacuB.

He npocTo KpacuB — €ro Jmiio Ka3alaoch YIUBUTEIbHO Irap-
MOHUYHBIM, TOYTU HepeadbHbIM. [[is1 1oHOIM 3TO OBUIO Ha-
CTOJIBKO HEOOBIYHO, YTO OHA HEBOJIbHO YCTaBMJIACh HA HETO.



OH 3amMeTuJ 3T0.

Ho ne paccepauics.

IOHoI111a MeIJIEHHO MPOTSHYJT PYKY.

7Kect ObUT CIOKOMHBIM U €CTECTBEHHBIM — OY/ITO OH Jesall
3TO THICAYM Pas.

I'maza Bukropuu paciuvpuincs.

«3auem?..»

«3ayeM eMy MOMOraTh... TAKOU JEBYIIKE, Kak f7..»

Ona KoseOaach.

Ho Bc€ xe 0cTOpOKHO BJIOKMIIA NAJIBIBI B €T0 JIAAOHbD.

OH cxas1 uX MSTKO, MOYTH OepPEKHO.

W nomor el nogHAThCS.

Ero pyka Obuia TEMION.

Hacrosnbko Térmioit, uto BukTopust Ha MrHOBeHve 3a0bL1a, 4TO
TOJIBKO YTO IJIaKasa.

FOHo11a MoTya MoBEN €€ K MaJIeHbKOM JIBEpU B CTEHE.

Korzia oH OTKpBLI €€, nepe; HUMU MOSIBAJIACh y3Kast Teppaca.

CHapyxu ObUTIO COBCEM MHAYE.

KomHara no3aau ka3zanach TEMHOM M AYIITHOM, a 3[1ECh BO3YX
ObLT HATIOJTHEH MATKUM CBETOM 3akata. He6o ropeno po3oBbiMU
Y 30JI0TBIMU OTTEHKAMM.

IOHoI111a cest Ha KaMEHHYI0 CKaMBbIO.

N tuxo ckazai:

— He nnaus.

OH BCE emig nepxai e€ 3a pyky.

— 4 ocranych ¢ TOOOM.



BukTopus nocmotpesia Ha HEro BHUMaresbHee.

Ero onesxnia Obl1a 1Oporoit — Oe3yNmpevHo CIMUTHIA KaM30ll,
U3bICKAHHBIE TTYTOBUIIbI, TOHKAs TKaHb. TaKoW 4esoBeK JOJKeH
OBbLT HAXOUTHCS B OAHKETHOM 3aJie Cpe/Id 3HATH.

Ho nouemy-To OH cupen 3aech.

B 31011 THXO0M, 3a0BITON KOMHATE.

W ka3anock... OH NPUBBIK K OJUHOYECTRY.

OH GoJtbIlie HUYETro He CIpaIvBall.

He 3agaBan Bompocos.

He niertanca yremars ciioBamu.

OH nipocTo cuaesn psaoM.

NHorna cMotpen Ha 3akar.

MNuorna — Ha Hee.

W BcE 310 Bpem4 aepikal e€ 3a pyKy.

CTtpaHHO... HO MIOCTENEHHO TSKeCTh B Tpyau BukTopuu Hava-
Jla cue3aTh.

Cné3bl BBICOXJIN.

CTano CnoKouHO.

OHM cUIenr Tak JOJro.

CosHile MeJIJIEeHHO OITyCKaJIOCh 32 TOPU30HT, U 30JI0TOM CBET
MOCTENEHHO CMEHUJICSI MSATKUM CyMEPEUHBIM.

[Torom Hazx ABOPLIOM NOAHSIIACH JTYHA.

Bukropus Bapyr 3ameTuia, 4to BCE €IIE AEPKUT €ro JIAAOHbD.

OHa Oblj1a OOJIBIIION.

U témnon.

Ouenp TENIOMN.



N vumenHo Ttorna Buktopuisi BiepBble B )KM3HU MOHSIA, KAKK-
MU MOTYT OBITh YbU-TO PYKH.

370 ObLI NEPBbIN pas.

[MepBbiii pa3, Korjaa KTo-To JAepkall e€ Tak — 0e3 KoJieOaHHiA.

be3 pazgpaxenus.

bes npespenus.

Korna u3naneka goHecnach My3blka, BO3BENaomas 00 OKOH-
yaHuM OaHkeTa, BUKTOpUs BIpYr MOYyBCTBOBAJA TPEBOTY.

CKOpo UM NpUIETC pacCTaTbCs.

OHa cxana ero JaJIoHb 4yTh Kpen4e U TUXO CIPOCHUIIA:

— Bbl... MOXeTe cKa3aTb MHE CBOE UMs?

IOHo11a Ha MrHOBEHME OITYCTHII IJ1a3a.

Ero pecHuiibl 0TOpachiBaIv TOHKYIO TEHb.

IToToM OH CHOBA ITOCMOTpPEN Ha HEE.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT €ro CBETIbIE IJ1a3a MoKa3aanuch Bukropuu
sipue JIyHbl, BUCEBILIEN HAJl IBOPLIOM.

— AJsiekcaHp.

Ona THXO0 OBTOpHJIA TIPO ce0s ITO UMSI.

OH crierka ynbIOHYJICS.

EnBa 3ametHO.

— Ecnu MBI kKora-HUOY/Ib BCTPETUMCS CHOBA... TOTJIA ST CKa-
Ky Tebe CBOE UMHI.

3710 ObUT MOCEHUNA PA3TOBOP MEK/I1Y HUMMU.

UYepes nBa 1Hg Bukropus cHOBa yBUIENA €TO.

Ho yxe coBcem B gpyrom mecre.



Ha orpomHoii momaay nepeja JBOPLOM.

Nmnepckas apMus BbICTpauBajach Nepes OTHPABJIEHUEM Ha
BOMHY.

W Tam, Briepeau BCeX... CTOS OH.

Tot camblii I0HOITIA.

Aunekcanap Anucrep Bunuecrep.

EnvHCTBEeHHBIN IUIEMSIHHUK uMmniepatopa. Komanayromui ap-
MUEH.

NwmenHo Torma Bukropus moHsia, 94ro 6aHKET, HA KOTOPOM
OHU BCTPETWJIHCH, ObLJT HA CaMOM Jiejie TIepEeMOHKEN POBOIOB
BOMCK.

OH oTnpaBuJCs Ha BOMHY.

Jaxxe He MONpPOIIABIIKUCS.

Ho BukTopus HUKOra He cMoriia 3a0bITh TOT Beuep.

I'oger iporuy.

AJnekcanap BEpHYJICS TEPOEM.

Nmnepusi roBopuia 0 HEM.

Ero ums 3Byyaiio noscrony.

OH OoJblrie He ObLT TEM TUXUM IOHOIIEeH U3 TEMHOWM KOMHATHI.

OH cran caMbIM U3BECTHBIM YEJIOBEKOM B CTPAHE.

N Bce ke BukTopus nHorga BUaena ero.

N3naneka.

Ha napagax. Ha npuémax.

Ona Bcerja crosijia B CTOPOHE.

[Tpocto cmoTpeina.

A 1oTOM, CIyCT IOf...



E€ oter oqHaxIpl CKa3asl e 3a 3aBTPaKOM:

— BukTopusi, Thl BBIAACIIH 3aMYXK 32 BEJIMKOTO repriora.

[Tocne BoHBI AJiekcaH/Ip MOMYYUI I0)KHBIE 3eMJIM U YHACJIe-
JOBaJI TUTYIL.

N B TOT MOMEHT BuKTOpHS BAPYT NMOHAA.

ToT 10HOIIA ¢ TEMJIBIMU PyKaMH.

ToT yesoBeK, KOTOPBIM CUJIET PSIJIOM C HEW Ha Teppace.

ToT, KOro oHa XpaHuja B CBOMX BOCIHOMHHAHUSX CTOJIBKO
JIeT...

U ObuT TEM caMBbIM MYKYHMHOM.

3a KOTOPOro e NpeAcCTOsiIO BHIUTU 3aMYK.

I'nasa 2

Ha cnenyroree yrpo Buktopusi mpocHynach HAMHOTO paHbIIe
OOBIYHOTO.

CKBO3b IJIOTHBIE IITOPHI TOJILKO HAYMHAJT ITPOOUBATHCsI OJieI-
HBIIl pAaCCBETHBIN cBeT. B KOMHaTe CTOsi/Ia MOYTH TIOTHAS TUIIIH-
Ha — Ta TUXasl, IPOXJIaJIHasl TUIIMHA 3aMKa, KOTOPHIH eIlé He
IIPOCHYJICS.

HeckobKO CeKyHi OHa Jiexasla HEMOJBUXKHO, IV B TIO-
TOJIOK. B rpymu ObUIO cTpaHHOE, OeCHOKOWHOE OINyIeHue —
CMeCh BOJIHEHUSI U OCTOPOJKHOUN HaJICHK bl

CerojiHsI OHa peliuia Cie/iaTh MaJICHbKYIO BEIllb.

Bcero Juib NOMPUBETCTBOBATh MyKa YTPOM.

MBpicnb Ka3ajlaCh IPOCTOM, TOYTH HAMBHOW, HO JJ1s1 BUuktopun



OHa OblTa BaKHOM. 3a BCE BpeMs Ux Opaka el ouTy He yJaaBa-
JIOCh TTOTOBOPUTH ¢ AJiekcanapom. MHorna oH rcye3an Ha Hefle-
JIV, THOT/Ia BO3BPAINAJICA IMO3/IHO HOUbK0. VIX BcTpeun ObUH pel-
KUMH U KOPOTKUMHU.

Ho ecnu oHa cyenaer nepBbIi 1MIar...

BO3MOXHO, BCE HAUYHET MEHSATLCS.

Omna OBICTPO MOJHSAIACH C MTOCTEIH.

Ciy)xaHKU, KOTOpBIE AEKYPUJIM B COCEJHEU KOMHATE, TYT ke
BOIILIM, CJIOBHO %JIaJIM 3TOI'O MOMEHTA.

Teneps ux ObUIO TpOE.

OHu IBUTATTUCH BOKPYT HEE TUXO U JIOBKO — OJIHA MPUHECIa
BOMy [UIsl yMbIBaHMs, Apyras pacyechlBajla €€ BOJIOCHI, TPEThs
AKKypaTHO pacKjaJblBaja IaThe.

BukTopus Bc€ ee He Morsia NIpUBBIKHYTh K 3TOMY.

Jlo 3amyxkecTBa el HUKOTja He TIOMOraJia HM OJ{Ha CJTy’KaHKa.

OmHa He ObUIa HACTOSAIIEN MOJIOION JIEAH.

Omna 6bL1a JOYEphI0 TIOOOBHUIIBI MAPKH3a.

E€ mMaTh ObLIa MPOCTOM KEHIUHON — KPACHBOM, HO HE3HAT-
Hoi. [To 3akoHY OHa He MOIJIa CTaTh BTOPOU JKEHOM MapKu3a, Mo-
sToMy BUKTOpHS 0(pHIIMATIBHO Aake HE CUUTAJIACh €T0 JOUYEPBIO.

Ho cynp0a cioxunach CTpaHHO.

[Mocne poxaeHust mepBeHIa 3aKOHHAsS KeHa MapKu3a Oblia
npu3HaHa OecriogHon. Bpaun oObsBMIIM, UTO OHA OOJTBIIIE HU-
KOI/Ia HE CMOKET UMETD JETEMl.

U Torma Mapku3 BHE3AITHO «ITPH3HA» BHKTOpHIO.

E€ npuBenn B JOM Kak JAIBHION POACTBEHHHUILY U O(UIIM-



QJIbHO MIPUHSUIA B CEMBIO, TILATEJIbHO CKPBIB MIPABIY O €€ Mpo-
UCXOK/IEHUH.

Ho naxe mociie 3Toro oHa HUKOT/Ia He YyBCTBOBaJa ceOsl Ja-
CTBIO 3TOW CEMBHU.

Ona nomMHMIIa CJIOBA OTLIA CIMIIKOM XOPOILIO.

— BuKTopwsi, THI Ty4IINi TOBAP AJIS CTONb LIEHHOW paOOTHI.

OH ckazaji 3TO COKOMHO, MOYTH € TOPAOCTHIO.

CnoBO TOBap 3BYYaJlo B €r0 YCTaX TaK €CTECTBEHHO, CJIOBHO
peub 111J1a O JIOIIAAX WA JPArolieHHOM KaMHe.

Llennast paboTa — 3TO OBUT OMTUTUYECKHUI OpaK.

s mapkuza @pepeprka oHa Bcerja Obula JIMIIL WHCTPY-
MEHTOM. BO3MOKHOCTBIO 3aKJIIOUMTh BBITOJHBIHI COI03, YKPETIUTh
CBOE TOJIOXKEHHE TIPY IBOPE U MOJTYYUTh elieé OOJIbIle BIUSHUSI.

BuxkTopust noHMMaa, 4To 11t apuCcTOKPaToB OpaK 4acto ObLT
IIPOCTO MOJIMTUKOU.

Ho B riiyOuHe iy oHa BCE paBHO MeuTasa O JPyroMm.

Omna BbIpOCTa B IOME, IJie He ObUIO HY TeIula, HU MPUBS3aH-
HocTU. B ome, rae moau roBopuiu Apyr ¢ ApyroM XOJIOJHO U
BEXKJIMBO, CJIOBHO UYyKHeE.

[losToMy OHa Bcerja xoTeJsia OIHOTO.

Hom.

He pockomHblii 3aMOK U He O0raTcTBO.

JloM, HaTOJTHEHHBIH JTIOOOBBIO.

U xorna Ob110 0OBSBIIEHO O €€ Opake...0Ha BIIEpBbIe MOBEPUIIA
B cyliecTBoBaHue bora.

[ToTomy 4uTO €€ MykeM JIOTKEH ObLT CTaTh YEI0BEK, KOTOPOTo



OHA HE MOTJIa 3a0bITh.

Tor 1oHOMI1A.

Tot, KTO OHAXKABI Iep:Kai €€ 3a PyKy Ha TUXOHN Teppace UM-
NIepaTOPCKOro JBOPLA.

Terepb OH OBLT € MyKeM.

— I'eprioruns, BB cobupaetech mpoBoauTh Ero BeicoyecTBo?

['onoc cimykaHKkM MATKO BEPHYJI €€ B pEaIbHOCTb.

Bukrtopus Mopruyia u noassuia rasa. ['opHu4Hble Kak pa3
3akaHYMBaIM e€ MakushK. OHU yIbIOAIUCh e ¢ JErKoW JoOpo-
JKEJIaTEeJIbHON TEIUIOTOMU.

Ona HEMHOTO CMYTHJIACh.

[ornagus BOJIOCK, OHA TUXO OTBETHJIA!

— [la... 1 He YacTo BUXKY €ro, HO3TOMY XOTeJia MTPOCTO MO3/0-
poBarbCs.

— VBepeHa, Ero BricouectBo Oyner oyeHb paj, — ckazana
OJJHA U3 CITY’KaHOK.

BukTopust HEOBKO YJIBIOHYIAC.

Eii cTano HeMHOTro HeyOOHO OT TOro, YTO €€ MaJIeHbKOE Ha-
MEPEHUE BBIIIAZAETO B UX I71a3aX YEM-TO BaKHBIM.

Ho B riiyOuHe ayimm oHa BCE ke Halesiiach.

«Ecmu s monpo6yio...»

«Ecnu g1 npuioxy HEMHOTO YCUIIHU. ..

MoskeT ObITh, MBI CTAHEM OJIHXKE.»

Ona 3HaJ1a, 4T0 AJIEKCAaHp, BEPOATHO, JaKe HE IOMHUT €€.

B ominume ot He€ camoil.

Ona HUKOTa He 3a0bIBaIa.



Ho Bcé xe oHa cieprkaa obelanue, JaHHOe JAeBSTh JIET Ha3a]
— BCTPETHUTHCS C HUM CHOBA TaK, YTOOBI OH y3HAII €€ UMSI.

BukTopus BbllIIa U3 CHAIbHU U CIYCTWJIACh IO IIMPOKOU
JIECTHUIIE B [JIaBHBIM XOJLI.

[lepen BXOIOM yiKe BBICTPOMIIACH CITYTH.

Koraa onu yBunenu e€, Bce cpa3y MOKJIOHUIIUCH.

OHa MSATKO YJIBIOHY/IACh ¥ OTBETUJIA JIETKUM KUBKOM.

W MMeHHO B TOT MOMEHT M3 AAJIBHETO KOPUIOpa MOSBUIICA
Auiekcanp.

OH 1éN MeJIEHHO U YBEPEHHO.

Ha HéM Obu1 Y€pHBIA BOSHHBII MYH/AUP, PACHIUTHINA 30JI0TOH
HUTBI0. TKaHb MJIOTHO oOJerasia ero HIMPOKUE TUIeUH, MOAUED-
KMBasi CTPOUHYIO purypy.

BukTopus HEBOJILHO 3amepIia.

OH BBIIIAAEI. .. BEJTUKOJIEITHO.

Takum xe, KakuM OHa ITOMHUJIA €T0 U3 AETCKMX BOCIIOMHUHA-
HUI — TOJIBKO B3POCIIEE, CTPOKE, XOIOIHEE.

310 OBUT MY)KYMHA, KOTOPHIM BOCXHIIIATIACH BCSI MIMITEPUSI.

— Benukui repuor, — MOYTUTEBHO MPOU3HEC OJIUH U3 CIIYT.

AnekcaHap NpoIEN MUMO HUX, MIOYTH He oOpaiasi BHUMa-
HUSI.

Ho, 3amernB BukTopuio, BHE3aITHO OCTAaHOBUJICA.

Ero ceemible M1a3a MEIJIEHHO CKOJIb3HYJIM 110 HEW.

XO0JIOOHO.

be3 BCAKOro BelpakeHUsI.

— Yro THI 371€CH AeTaeb?



Ero ronoc Obl1 TAKAM K€ XOJIOIHBIM, KaK W B3IJIS/.

BukTopus HEBOIBHO B3APOrHya.

OHa nogHsiIa TOJIOBY, BCTpeyasich ¢ ero rmaszamu. OT 3Toro
B3MJISia €U CTaJIo TIOYTH CTPAIIIHO.

— D-3... 4 XOTeJla NMONpPUBETCTBOBATh Baie BricouecTBo ¢
yTpa.

— YTpeHHee npuBeTcTBUE?

Ha ero siuiie nosiBusach J€rkasi, KpuBoBarasi ycMelika.

— He noHnMaro, 4ero Thl OXHIaellb.

BukTOpHs pactepssHHO MOprHyJa.

OH... pemmi, 4TO OHA Yero-To KIET?

OHa nocrentHo 3aroBopuia:

— Her, 31ech HET HMKAKoro noarekcra. S mpocro xoresna
nposoauth Ero BeicouecTso...

— YT0 %, — CIOKOMHO CKa3aJjl OH, — IMOXO0Xe, Thl HAUMHAECIIIh
XOTETh OBITh XO3AMKOM JI0Ma.

CrnoBa nmpo3ByYa/iid Kak HacCMEIIKa.

Y1y BUKTOpUY MIHOBEHHO MTOKPACHEIIN.

Cepaiie 3a0unoch ObicTpee.

«$1 He nomkHa OblIa STOrO JIeaTh.»

OHa nmovyyBCTBOBaJIA Ha ceOe BIIJISI/IbI CITYT.

CMy1ieHre CTajio NOYTH HEBBIHOCUMBIM.

BukTopust OpICTPO MOKJIOHWIIACH.

AJieKcaH/Ip CMOTpEIT Ha HEE CBEPXY BHU3.

[ToTom cka3zay — 4yTh MsATYe, HO BCE Tak ke 0e3 SMOIIUI:

— Ecnu TBI 4ero-to xoyels, MOXeIb 3TO noyyunts. [lepe-



CTPOMKY 3aMKa, JparolieHHOCTH, BEUEPUHKU — MHE BCE PaBHO.

OH czenast KOpOTKYIO nay3sy.

— Ho ytpom s He xouy BuaeTh Te0s. Tak 4to, moxamyicra,
BO3JEPKUCH OT TOTO.

Ero nuio ocraBanioch COBEpIIEHHO CIOKOWHBIM. Ho cmbich
ObLT TIpesieNibHO siceH. «He kau ot MeHst Hudero. Mexay HaMu
He OyJieT HU Teria, HA OJTIM30CTH.»

[Tocne 3Tux cioB AsieKcaHap MpOCTO MPOIIENT MUMO HEE U Ha-
MIPABUJICS K BBIXOJY.

Cyru, KOTOpbie HAOMIOAAIH 3a CIIEHOH, TUXO Pa3OIUIUCH IO
CBOUM JI€JIaM.

UYepes HECKOIBKO CEKYH]1 OTPOMHBIN XOJLT OITyCTE.

BukTopus ocranack ofHa.

Ona MeJUIEeHHO NOAHATA IOJIOBY.

«1 caenana 4To-TO HE Tak?..»

Omna nomnsITanack BCHOMHUTb BCE UX Pa3rOBOPHI.

Ho ux ObLIO Tak Majio, 9YTO UX MOKHO OBLIO TIEpecUYuTaTh 1o
najbliaM OTHOW PYyKHU.

Anekcanap Bcernga Obu1 3aHsT. Beerna xononen. M BcE xe oHa
HE MOIJIa MIOHSITh, B U€M UMEHHO omnbnack. B ux neppyio Opau-
HYIO HOUb OH yexaJs 13 3aMKa. Ckazall, YTO y HEro CpovHbIe Jien1a
¥ OCTaBIJI HeBecTy ofHy. Ho maxe Torma Buktopus 6bl1a rotoBa
MPUHSATH 3TO. [0 Tex mop... oKa He YBUJIENA €ro IJ1a3a.

Te cample XOJIOHBIE IJ1a3a.

OHa crosiia B X0JuIe elI€ HEKOTOPOe BpeMs, CTapasiCh COXpa-
HUTh CIIOKOMHOE BbIpaxkeHue jauna. Ho BHYyTpu BCE MeIJIEHHO



C)KUMAJIOCH.
Korna oHa HakoHerI 3acTaBuiia ceOsi yiuTH, B e€ yIax BcE eme
3ByYaJl ero roJoc.
Xonoanwiid. besxkanoctheiid. U eit kazanoch, OyaTO 3TOT rojioc

MeJIJIEHHO MOKPbIBAET JIbJIOM €€ Ceplie.
skeksk

Mapkuz ®penepuk yqo0HO pacnonokuiIcs B Kpecsie B roCTU-
HOU, OyaTo Haxomwicst y cebst joma. OH MeJUIEHHO OTJIsIIbIBAIT
KOMHATY, JIEHUBO MTPOBOASI B3[JISIIOM I10 BBICOKMM OKHAM, TsIKe-
JIBIM IIITOPaM ¥ CTPOroil MeOesu.

B pykax y Hero Obuia papdopoBasi yanika, U3 KOTOpo Hoj-
HUMAJICS TOHKUI apomatHbii nap. OH c/iesan HeCTeIHbIN IJ10-
TOK U €[IBa 3aMETHO CKpuBWJICS. VIHTEpbep Ka3alcs eMy CIMIII-
KOM cziepkaHHbIM. CIMIIKOM MyCThIM. CIIMIIIKOM XOJIOIHBIM.

— XM.

OH ciierka NpUIIENKHYJ A3BIKOM. B 9TOM 3amMKke BCE BBIIVIA-
JeJI0 TaK ke, Kak U ero xo3auH. CaepxanHo. XosnonHo. IToutn
6e3xu3HeHHo. Kak Anekcanap Bunuecrep.

Mapku3 mnocTaBuiI Yaiky Ha OJIoflle W JIEHUBO TeEepeBEN
B3[JISAL HA J10Yb.

— YeM ke Tak 3aHAT TBOW MYXK, — IPOTSAHYJ OH, — 4TO HE
CMOT J1aXe ABUTHCH?

Ero rosoc 3By4ai pa3apax€HHO, CJIOBHO peyb I11JIa O HEBOC-
MUTAHHOM CJIyTE, a HE O BEJIMKOM repiiore. BUKTOpHs OCTOpOX-
HO TOJIHSUJIAa CBOIO YallIKy.



— V... HEer0 MHOrO MOJUTUYECKUX [JeJl, — TUXO OTBETWUJIa
oHa. E€ royoc ObUT CIIOKOWHBIM, HO BHYTpH BCE Harpsiryiock. OHa
JABHO HE BUJEJIa OTIA, HO HUYEro He U3MeHUI0ch. Ero npucyr-
CTBHE BCE TaK K€ MPUHOCUIIO TOJIBKO TSAKECTb U HEJIOBKOCTD.

Mapku3 HaxXMypwujicsi U YTO-TO HEJOBOJIBHO MPOOOPMOTA,
CHOBA CJIeJIaB IIOTOK 4asi. HeCKoIbKO MUHYT OH BOpYaJ O 3aHs-
TOCTH AJIEKCaH[Ipa, HO TIOTOM, CJIOBHO NOTEPSIB MHTEPEC, PE3KO
cMmeHus TeMy. Ero B3risig cran 6osee npucTaibHbIM.

— Ilouemy TbI Takas xynas?

OH OKMHYJI €€ BHUMATEJIbHBIM B3IISI0M C TOJIOBBI 10 HOT.

— Her Hudero 6onee ypommmBoOro, YeM Tomiasi JeByIika.

Bukrtopus ensa 3ameTHO B31porHyJia. OHa NpHBBIKJIA K Ta-
kuM cioBam. C geTcTna.

— IIpocTo... y MEHs HeT annerura.

Ona crapasace TOBOPUTH CIIOKOMHO.

Mapku3 nmpofoskain paccMaTpuBaTh €€, Kak OyATO OlleHUBAJT
TOBap Ha PbIHKE.

— Tw1 Gepemenna?

Bukropus pe3ko nopHsna rojgoBy. Yaika B €€ pykax Apor-
HyJa.

— Yr0?.. — oHa nocnemHo nocrasuia e€ Ha croia. — Her.
51 He 6epemeHHa.

— Torpa noyemy Tak pearvpyelis ? — XOJIOHO 3aMETHJI Map-
kn3. — Tebe NOKHO OBITh CTBIIHO.

Ero ciioBa npo3By4asy NOYTH paBHOLYIIIHO, HO BukTtopus Bcé
PaBHO IIPUBBIYHO B3JIPOrHya. Jlaxe CIycTs roasl OHa BCE €ILE



He Moryia u30aBUThCs OT ITOro pedrekca. OHa Halesach, 4To
PasroBOp 3aKOHUYUTCH.

Ho, koHeYHO, 3TOro He MPOU3OILLIO.

Mapku3 OTKMHYJICSI HA COIMHKY Kpeca.

— Thel perynsipHo BCTynaeuib ¢ HUIM B UHTUMHbIE OTHOIIIE-
Hus?

BukTopus Ha cekyHay 3amepia. DTo ObUI YKAaCHBIA BOIIPOC.
HenpuinuHbiid.

Ho nns e€ otma nomoOHble rpaHUIBl HUKOIIA HE CYIIeCTBO-
Baiu. OHa MOYYyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK B I'PY/X MEIJIEHHO NOJHUMAETCS
HenpuATHOe HanpspkeHue. Ckaszarhb ImpaBy oHa He morya. Eciun
Obl OH y3HAJ, YTO MEXIy Hel U AJIeKCaHApOM JI0 CUX TOop He
ObLIO Jaske OpayHoil HOUH... Ero raeB Obu1 Obl yikacHbIM. [103T0-
My OHa ITpOCTO KMBHYJIa. Huyero He ckazas. Mapku3 yooBJIETBO-
PEHHO XMBIKHYJL

— 4 roBopu 3TO yke MHOro pa3. TolbKO Mocie poXICHUS
JieTeid 9TOT OpaK CTaHeT UJEeaTbHBIM.

OH nocTyy4as najgpleM 0 NOJJIOKOTHUKY.

— Korpa y Te6s1 mosiBSITCS 16TH, TBOE TIOJIOKEHUE YKPETTUTCSI.

Ero B3 cTas XOJ0AHbBIM.

— OH oueHb 3aHOCUMBBIN yesioBeK. He npencrasisio, o 4ém
OH JyMaer.

Bukropus orsena B3,

Kaxaplii pa3, korja oter] roBopui 00 Ajekcanpe nogoOoHbIM
TOHOM, OHA YyBCTBOBaJa CTPAHHOE BHYTPEHHEE HaIpsLKEHUE.
Omna He 3Hazia, JOJDKHA JIA 3alMINATh Myka. MiMeer jm Ha 310



npaBo. Mnu Momyars.

— K cuactblo, y T€0s1 XOT$1 ObI €CTb JIMIIO, — MPOIOJIKUIT Map-
ku3. — [IpesacraBb, eciu Obl ThI ObUIA MMOXOKA HA JEPEBSAIIKY...
Tck.

OH MaxHyN PyKOil.

— Tak 9TO IepKUCh 32 HEro Kpermde, YTOObl OH He BHIPBAJICS.

BuxkTopus THxo kuBHYa. OHa JIMIIb XOTeNa, YTOOBI ITOT pas-
roBOp Mockopee 3akoHuwiIca. Ho Mapku3 BIpyr BHMMATeJIbHO
nocMmoTpen Ha He€. [ToTom ocTan 4To-To U3 KapmMaHa. 1o ObLI
MAaJICHbKUAY CTEKJISTHHBIN (PJIAKOH.

BHyTpu nieckanach TEMHasA KUIKOCTb.

OH npoTsHYJI €ero Jo4YepHu.

— Bospmu.

Bukropus yauBiIE€HHO MOpruyJa.

— Yr0 310?

— JlekapcTBO, — CIIOKOWHO OTBETUJ MapKu3. — MyKUnHBI
YaCTO MCHOMB3YIOT €ro, YTOOBl YCUIIUTh KeTaHHe.

OH roBopwJI Tak OyTHUYHO, CJIOBHO pedb ITa O TPOCTOM CH-
poIIe OT Kaluis.

— JlocTaTO4YHO OfIHOTO IJI0TKA. Mcnonb3yih HEeMHOTO.

Bukrtopus pacrepsinHo nocMotpesia Ha ¢iakoH. OHa He 1o-
HUMasa. 3a4eM OTell JA€T €M JIEKApCTBO... MpeIHa3HauYeHHOe
JUTst My>)X9uH ?Mapku3 3ameTtu e€ Hegoymenue. Ero 6poBu pas-
JPaXkE€HHO COLUIUCH.

— Benukuii reprior CJMIIKOM 3aHST, — CKa3aJl OH MHOTO3Ha-
YUTEJIBHO. — Y HETro HET BpEMEHM Ha OTAbIX. B Takux ycinoBusax



MYKYMHA MOXKET MOTEPATh BBIHOCIUBOCTb.

OH HaKJIOHWICS YyTh OJNMKe.

— Ilepen TeM Kak Jieyb ¢ HUM, TalHO J1all €My 3TO.

CnoBa npo3ByYaiv OYTH HIEMIOTOM.

— [Nonmemait B Bogy wiv BUHO. OH HUYETO HE 3aMETHT.

BukTopus nouyBcTBOBasa, KaK BHYTPY NOJAHUMAETCS XOJIOM-
Has BoJiHa oTBpatieHus. Ho e€ masplipl BCE paBHO MAIIMHAJIBHO
npuHsui ¢rakoH. OHa BCE €IlE He 0 KOHIA MOHMMAaJIa CMBICIT
3TUX cl0B. W, BO3MOXKHO, Mapku3 310 3ameTwi. Ho OH He crai
HUYEro oObsCHSTh. [yt Hero Bc€ ObuUTO OueBMIHO. BukTopus
OCTOPOKHO Ckajia OyTeUTOUKy. Eii Obut0 HenpusitHO. Ovens. Ho
B IIPUCYTCTBMM OTL[a OHA HE MoIyla OTKaszarbcs. [loaromy oHa
JIMIIb MOJIYA Jepikaia e€.

BHyTpu y He€ yxke BO3HUKJIA MBICIIb.

[Tosxe oHa oOs3aTenbHO BbI3OBET amnTekaps. Ilycth mpose-
pur 370 JtekapcTBo. OHa A0IKHA YOeUThCs, YTO OHO Oe3orac-
HO. Hekoropoe Bpems crycrss Mapku3 nogssicsa. OH ckazail,
9TO COOMPAETCs TMIHO BCTPETUTHCS ¢ Anekcannpom. M moku-
HyJs1 3aMOK. Korga Bukropus HakoHel BEpHY/Iach B CBOIO CIIAJIb-
HIO, CWJIbI IOUTH IOKUHYJIM e€. KoMHaTa nokazasnach TUXOU U ITy-
croil. OHa nojonuia K NMCbMEHHOMY CTOJTY, MEAJIEHHO BbI/IBU-
HyJ1a SIUK U MOJIOKUIA TyAa MAJIEHbKHN (DJIAKOH.

3arem 3aKppliia €ro ¢ TAXUM HIETYKOM.

[ocne sToro oHa TskenO omycTwiack Ha cTyl. M riyOoko
B3JI0XHYJA. Pa3roBop c oTIom Bcerga 3abupai y He€ BCe CHIIBL.
Kak Oynro mocne Kakaod BCTpeud C HAM BHYTPH OCTaBasIach



TOJIBKO YCTaJIOCTb.
keksk

Ha rore Haxoamjoch ele U BTOpoe Nnomectbe AJieKkcaHiapa
Bunuecrepa. OHO pe3ko OTJIMYAJIOCh OT €ro IJIABHOTO 3aMKa.

[epBoe momMecThe, BO3BBIIIAICS OIPOMHBIN ABOpEIl U3 Oeso-
IO KaMH$I — POCKOILIHBIA, MIOYTA COMOCTABUMBIN C UMIIEPATOP-
CKMM. beckoHeuHble 3aJ1bl, Tajiepeu, JECTHULIbL, JECSATKU CIIYT U
YMHOBHUKOB. BC€ 3T0 ObUI0 HEOOXOMUMO /151 YeJIOBeKa ero Io-
noxenusa. Ho 3Tot qoM... 1ot 1oM ObUT ApyruMm.

HeGosnpinoe momecTse, COpSTAHHOE CPeOy CTapbiX CaloB M
BBICOKHMX CTeH. 371eCh He ObLIO MapagHbIX 3aJI0B, He ObLIO TOJI
ciyr. JlocTyn crofia UMeJH JIMIIb HECKOJIBKO JOBEPEHHBIX JIIO/IEN
U cTpaxa. D10 ObLJIO eAMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, Iie AJIeKCaHAp MOT
ABIIaTh cCBOOOAHO. Ero ImaHOe mpocTpaHCTBo.

Mecro, Kyga HUKTO HE uMeJ IpaBa Broprarbcs. Ilostomy
TNOSIBJIEHUE HE3BAHOTO TOCTs B €ro KaOuHeTe ObLIOo... paspa-
xaonmmM. Kabuner ObUT OTPYKEH B CHOKOWHYIO TUIMHY. Ha
MAaCCHBHOM CTOJIE JIEKAIA PA3JIOKEHHBIE JOKYMEHTBI, KApPThl BO-
CTOYHBIX TEPPUTOPHUH, OTYETHI O HAJIOTAX U BOEHHBIX APHU30-
Hax. AJIeKCaH/1p CUJIeNT Y OKHa, CKJIOHUBIIUCH HaJl Oymaramu. OH
Jla’ke He TIOJIHSUT TOJIOBbI, KOTAA JBEPb PacllaXHyach.

— Xaxaxaxa! — rpoMKui, CaMOAOBOJIBHBIA CMEX Pa3pyIIn
TUINUHY KOMHAThl. — CKOJIBKO OBl 51 HU XJIAJI BaC B 3aMKe, BbI
TaK ¥ HE MOSBUJIMCH, IO3TOMY MHE MPUIILIOCh NPUUTH MPSAMO
croia.

Mapku3 Openeprk marays B KAOUWHET ¢ MIMPOKOH, HAPOUUTO



JII0OE3HOM YJTBIOKOMA.

— Haneroch, 310 ObUTO HE CITUIIIKOM TPYOO.

OH ocTaHOBUWJICA Y CTOJNA, OXujaast mpuBeTcTBUsA. Ho BMecTo
9TOrO BCTPETUJ XOJOIHBIN B3IJISL.

AJtekcaHp MeJIeHHO TIOHSLT IJ1a3a.

B KOMHaTe CJIOBHO CTaJI0 XOJIOTHee.

Ero cemibie 11a3a ObUTH CIIOKOMHBI, HO B HUX HE OBUIO HU
Masieiiiero Hameka Ha Jipysxkenooue. MapKku3 HEBOJIBHO B3/1pOT-
HYJI. DTO ObLT B3IJISI]T YEJIOBEKA, MPUBBIKIIIETO KOMaHI0BaTh ap-
MUSIMHU.

B3ris, nepen KOTOpbIM Jake TeHepaibl YyBCTBOBAIU CeOst
HEeyBepeHHO. AJIeKCaH/Ip MOJTYa OTJIOKUII JIOKYMEHT. 3aTeM KO-
POTKO KUBHYJI TOAOOPOIKOM B CTOPOHY Kpecna. Kect ObuI cy-
XM 1 o4ty HeOpexkubM. Cagurech. Mapkus 3ameti 310. Ero
yJIBIOKA €JBa 3aMETHO JAporHyna. EMy He MOHpaBHJIOCH 3TO OT-
HOIIIEHHE.

CozpaBasoch oryienue, Oynro AJlekcanap odpamiaercs: He
C POACTBEHHUKOM, a C IOAYMHEHHBIM.

— 4 3aHAT, — cnokonHO ckazan Anekcanap. — Ilostomy
OyapTe KpaTKu.

OH OTKMHYJICSI HA CIIMHKY Kpecyia W TMOJIOKUT HOTY Ha HOTY.
B3 ero cran BonpocutebHBIM. Mapku3 ObICTPO BHOBb Ha-
JIeJ CBOIO IOOPOAYIITHYIO MacKy.

— KoHeuHo, kOHe4HO.

OH noctan U3 KapMaHa KOHBEPT.

— $1 moHMMaro, YTO y BaC MHOTO JIeJI... HO BBl HE JOJIKHBI



Tak 00pamiaThCsi ¢ YEIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIN MPUIIEN C MOCTaHUEM
ot Ero Bennyecrsa.

OH NOJIOXUJT MUCHMO Ha CTOJ C MOJYEPKHYTON 3HAYMMOCTBIO.
W ynpiOHyICs, CIOBHO TOJBKO YTO BRIUTPAJT HEOOJBIIYIO MAPTHIO.

AJlekcaHIp CMOTpeJT Ha KOHBEPT HECKOJIBKO ceKyH[. [Totom
YTOJIOK €ro ry0 efiBa 3aMETHO JIEPHYJICS.

— Ero BenmmuectBo BecbMa HeOpekeH 1Mo OTHOIIIEHUIO K BaM,
— CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJl OH. MapKu3 HaxMypuJcs.

— Yro BBl UMEETE B BUAY?

— OTnpaBUTh MOKUIIOTO YeJIOBEKa Yepe3 TOJICTPAHBI, YTOOBI
JIOCTaBUTh OJHO MTUCHMO.

AJekcaHp MEJIEHHO MOJHSI [J1a3a.

— BrnpoueM... — ero B35 CKOJIb3HYI MO (PUType MapKu3a.
— Teneps, Koraa s CMOTPIO Ha Bac, MOHMMAIO, YTO 3Ta padoTa
BaM JICICTBUTEILHO TTOAXOIUT.

Ha mrHoBeHue B kabuHeTe Bollapuiach TUIIMHA. JIuio Map-
KM3a pe3Ko NokpacHesno. OH Obl1 yHrKeH. Ho OTKpBITO MmoKazaTh
rHeB oH He Mor. OH cxan 3yObl. [lotom 3actaBui cebst cHOBa
paccMesiThesl.

— Xaxaxa... 4To X MHe AeJarb?

OH pa3Bén pykamu.

— EmuncrBennbl miueMsHHUK Ero BemmdecrBa He ciuin-
KOM-TO JJEMOHCTPUPYET BEPHOCTh UMIIEPATOPCKOUN CEMbE.

Ero rnaza 6necHynu.

— Tlostomy umniepaTop crapaercs... UCIPAaBUTh CUTYALMIO.
Haxe ecnm eMmy MPUXOAUTCS MCIIONIb30BATh TAKOTO CTAPUKA, KaK



s1.

— BepHocTs... — THX0 nosropmi Asiekcangp. OH NpUKPBLT
r1a3a Ha MrHoBeHue. CMelHo.

UYeM cuiibHEE CTAaHOBWJIACH €0 BJIACTh, TEM Yallle UMIIEPATOP
TMBITAJICSI HATIOMHUTD €My O «BepHOCTW». Uepe3 mucbma. Yepes
MOCJIAaHHUKOB. Yepes3 Takhe MeJTKUE YHUKEHUS.

AJiekcaH/ip MeJIEHHO HAKJIOHUJI FOJIOBY M CHOBA IMOCMOTPE
Ha MapKu3a.

Pyceie BoJOCHI.

[omyObie raza.

Ha cekynny on nomgyman o Buktopru. OHa Oblia yIuBUTE -
HO 1oxoxa Ha Hero. Te e usera. Ho coBceM ipyroe BelpakeHue
yuua. CoBceM Apyrue riasa.

— Pa3Be Moeli BepHOCTH OBUIO HETOCTATOYHO? — CIIOKOWHO
ckazasl Anekcanap. OH cjerka yCMEexXHYJICS.

— OHOM TOJBKO KEeHUTHOBI Ha I0Uepy MapKu3a ObLIo Oosee
YeM JI0CTaTOYHO.

CrnoBa mpo3By4Yaiau XOJOAHO. MapKu3 He cpa3sy MOHSI MX
cmbici. Ho Anekcanap npoaoyKut:

— Pasge He Tak?

Koraa-to umnieparop Ha3Ba1 3T0 3HaKOM goBepusi. Harpamoii.
Ho Anekcangp 3Han npaeny. IMeHHO u3-3a 3TOM «BEPHOCTH»
OH CTaJl KOMAaHJMPOM apMUU B CEMHA/ILIATD JIET.

Cemuanuarb. Emé manpuniikoit. Ero ornpaBuin Ha BOWHY,
KOTOpas Ajmiack foarue rogsl. OH cpaxaiics 3a umnepuro. Cpa-
Kaycs 6e3 OTabIXa.



[oTtepstyt GoJIpITe MOAEH, YeM XoTe TOMHUTS. U koria BoiiHa
3aKOHYMWJIACh... imniepatop Harpaaui ero. KOxxHeIMU 3eMIIsiMU 1
Opakom.

Anekcanp MeIJIeHHO TocMOTpes Ha Mapku3a. Ha uenoBeka,
KOTOPBIH CTOSUT TIepe]l HUM C HATSIHYTOU YJIBIOKOH.

Ero Harpaioii crana HexeaHHAasl JKeHUThOA, Ha JJOYepyu Map-
ku3a dpenepuka.

Bepnoro nica umneparopa.

I'maBa 3

— UYro em€ MHe HY)XHO c/ienaTh, YToObl YIOBIETBOPUTH Ero
BennyecTBo... — TUXO MPOU3HEC AJIEKCaH[Ip, CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY
HAOOK. — 3HaeTe JIM Bl TAKOW CIIOC00, MapKu3?

Bonpoc npo3Byuas no4tu JEHUBO, HO B €r0 IOJI0CEe OTYETIIH-
BO CJIBIIIANIACH XOJI0HAs HacMellKa. Mapkus ®penepuk yJIoBUI
€€, HO caenall BUJl, 4To He 3aMeTiil. OH Jaxe cierka pacripaBuil
TUIEYX ¥ OTBETUJI MSITKMM, TIOUYTH YITUBBIM TOHOM, OYATO TOBO-
PWI O YEM-TO COBEPUIEHHO €CTECTBEHHOM.

— Jla, 3Haro.

OH HakJIOHWICA BIEPEN, CIOKUB PYKU HAa TPOCTH.

— Ecnam Most 10Yb Kak MOXKHO CKOpee 3abepeMeHeeT OT Bac
Y pOOUT HaciegHuka... Ero BennuecTtBo, BO3MOXKHO, HAKOHEI
CMOXET MPU3HATh MTPEJAHHOCTb BEJIMKOI'0 repLora.

Ha n6y Anekcanapa MejieHHO TTpoJiersia riTyOoKast CKJIaIKa.
Heckonbko cexyHg oH mMomuan. CiioBa Mapku3a 3BY4Yasd CIIO-



KOWHO, TIOYTH Pa3yMHO... HO UX UCTUHHBIN CMBICIT ObLT ITpe/esTb-
HO siceH. Ecnu nosiBUTCSI HacieTHUK — AJIeKCaHAp JIOJKEeH Oy-
Jer nepenath TUTya. OTouTH OT Biactu. OtouTn ot apmuu. U
KaK TOJIKO OH TepecTaHeT ObITh TJIaBOM poja, uMreparop 6e3
TpyZa PacIyCTUT €ro JIMYHbIE BOWCKA, OCIA0UT BIMSIHUE BEJIH-
KOTO TepIiora v MOCTEeTeHHO BO3BMET IMOJ] KOHTPOJIb €ro peOEHKa.

Bynymiuii HacIeAHUK CTaHET BCETO JIUIIIb YI0OHON MapyuOHET-
Kol. Mapku3 3aMeTu1, Kak MoTeMHelNu miaza Ajnekcanapa. OH
TMIOHSUI, YTO 3aJieJ1 HyXKHYI0 CTpyHy. [1o3TOMY MPOAOIKIIT TOBO-
PUTh — MEJJIEHHO, YBEPEHHO, CJIOBHO OIBITHBIN TOProOBEL, pac-
XBaJIMBAIOIIMIA TOBAp.

— Tlocne poxieHus HacleqHUKA BEJMKUU Ieplor CMOXET
CMOKOMHO OTJOXHYTh BAAJIU OT JIeN... BMECTe C MOEM JI0Uephio,
— TPOM3HEC OH C TOKa3HOW 3a00Toil. — Pa3Be 310 He Oyaer
npusaTHO? Bosbe He aAymarb o nonuTHke. He Tep3arscsa us-3a
Ero Bennuectna.

OH crierka pa3Bén pyKamu.

— Ilomymaiite camu. Pa3Be s mpejuiaraio Bam niepearb TUTYJ
He3HakoMIly ? Pa3Be HecripaBeyIMBO, €CJIM BJIACTh MEPENIET Ba-
1eMy cOOCTBEHHOMY peOEHKY ?

B kabuHeTe Boliapyiach TUIIMHA. AJIeKCaHAp MeAJICHHO IO/
HSJI TJ1a3a.

Ero B3rsan cran tsaxensiM. MpayHbiM.

OH cmoTpen npsaMo Ha Mapku3a. M yemM gosnblie Jnjioch 3TO
MoOJTYaHHUe, TeM cujibHee PpelepuK OIyIad CTPaHHOE Harpsi-
keHue. JIUIo yenoBeka HAMpOTUB HEero ObLIO CIIOKOMHBIM, HO B



IJ1a3aX YUTAIOCh YTO-TO XOJIOJHOE U Oe3KAIOCTHOE.

Mapku3 BApyr mnokasaiacs AJIEKCAaHAPY OTBPATUTEJILHBIM.
Kagnoctb. AMOuu. CamonoBosbeTBO. Be€ 310 ObL10 Hanmca-
HO Ha €ro JIMIE TaK SICHO, CJIOBHO I'psA3b Ha carore. AjeKcaHap
HaXMypHICs. 3aTeM MEJIEHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Ecnu takoB 3ambicen Ero Benuecrsa... — ero rosoc 3By-
YaJl TUXO, IOYTH YCTAJI0, — 51 HE MOT'Yy HE IIOAUYMHUTBCS, HE TaK
m?

Mapkus eziBa He yIbIOHYJICS.

«HakoHneu-To».

OH yxe MOYYyBCTBOBAN CjajaKoe orrynieHre nodeapl. Ho
MIPE’K/E YEM OH yCIeJl OTBETUTh, AJIEKCAH/ApP CHOBA 3aTOBOPUIL.
W ero rosoc cran XoJa0IHbIM, KaK sii.

— V¥BepeH, Ero BenmnuectBo He craHeT BO3paxaTbh IIPOTUB
mo6oro pedbEHKa... — OH c/ieNiall KOPOTKYIO Tay3y, — JIUIIb Obl
TOT ObUT MOEH KPOBH.

Mapku3z moprayi. Ha MraoBenve oH mpocto He 1noHsit. [lo-
TOM €r0 JIMLO PE3KO U3MEHWIIOCh.

— YT0... YTO BBl XOTUTE ITUM CKa3aTh?

OH pe3ko noaHsuics. Pyka ero 1porsyJa, Korjaa oH ykas3ai Ha
Aunekcanjpa.

— Heyxenm... BBl coOMpaeTech 3aBeCT HE3aKOHHOPOXKICH-
HOro pe6énka?!

Anekcanp HaO01a71 32 HUM CHIOKOWHO. [lake ¢ TErkum uH-
TEPECOM.

Kak Oyaro mepen HUM pasbirpbiBaiach 3abaBHas crieHa. OH



MeJJIEHHO OTKUHYJICSI Ha CIIMHKY KPEeclia U yJIbIOHYJICS.

— Kak Obl 51 HM cTapasncs... — MPOU3HEC OH JIEHMBO, — HE
JyMaio, 4YTO CMOTY 3auyaTh peOEHKa C I0Uephi0 MapKu3a.

OH cierka HaKJIOHWI TOJIOBY.

— Kaxapit pas, Korja s CMOTpPIO Ha He€... Iepeio MHOUM BO3-
HUKaeT o0pa3s e€ oTIa.

Ero rna3a xoiomHo O1ecHyJIH.

— TloaToMy MOE TeI0 OTKa3bIBaETCsl COTPYIHUYATD.

OH pa3Bén pykamu.

— YT0 51 MOry ¢ 3TUM nozAeNarb?

— B!

Mapxkwu3 3a10XHYJICA OT sipocTtu. Ero nmio crajio 6arpoBbIM.
OH 4yyBCTBOBaJI, KaK KPOBb y/IapsieT B BUCKH.

['HeB OBUT HACTOJILKO CHJTBHBIM, UTO HA CEKYH[y €My TOKa3a-
JIOCh, OyATO 3eMJIsl yXOmuT u3-mof Hor. OH cxBaTuJjcs 3a Ielo,
CJIOBHO TIBITAsICh YIEpKaTh paBHOBecHe. AJIEKCAaHAP HEKOTOPOe
BpeMs HaOTIOIa 3a 3TOM CIICHOM.

CnokoiiHo.

Haxe ¢ TErkuM yaoBJIETBOPEHUEM.

3areM OH MOAHSJICS CO CBOETo Kpeca.

— Kakercs, Bbl CKazaau BCE, UTO XOTeJU, — IMPOU3HEC OH
cyxo. OH HanpaBuicA K JIBEpH.

— Ilostomy s mouay.

W, He orsAHyBIIIKCH, BBIIIET U3 KaOuHeTa. [{Beph THXO 3aKpbI-
Jachk. Mapkus ocrascst onvH. HeckonbKo CeKyH/1 OH IMPOCTO CTO-
U1, TsKeJTo plma. [ToToM pe3ko ymapuit 1aJOHbIO MO CTOINY.



— 9rO0T Harel...!

Ero rosoc npoxain ot sspoctu. OH 3Haj, 4TO ¢ AJIEKCAaHIPOM
TPYAHO UMeTh Jesio. Ho gaxe oH He OXuJan Takou OTKPbITOM
HacMenku. 1 Bc€ ke reprior ObUT ITpaB.

WmniepaTopy JIeicTBUTEIBHO OBUTO BCE paBHO. I1aBHOE —
9TO0OBI AJIEKCAHIP KaK MOKHO CKOpee OTKa3ajics OT BIacTH. A
KTO CTaHET HACJIeJJHUKOM — 3aKOHHbBIN peOEHOK UM HET — He
umesio Oosnblnoro 3HaueHusi. Ho muist mapkusa 31o Obuto Obl Ka-
TacTpOpON.

Ecnm y Anekcanpa MosiBUTCS HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHBIA peOe-
HOK... Bce ero muianbl pyxHyT. Bech 3T0T Opak okaxkeTcst 6ecrio-
Je3HbIM. MapKu3 Me[JIeHHO CTHCHYJ 3yObl. [ HeB kumen B ero
rpyau. Her... Takoro on He nomyctut. Ecnn Anekcanap He xe-
JIaeT COTPYAHUYATD... SHAUUT, TPUAETCS HAUTU APYTOU CIIOCOO.

Crioco0 3aCcTaBUTh BEJTMKOTO Tepriora MOqIUHUTHCS.

skeskesk

— Benukas repuiorussi.

KamepnuHep CKJIOHWICS B TIIyOOKOM TOKJIOHE M pacriaxHyJl
BBICOKHE AyOOBbIe ABepU. TEMIBINA CBET JIIOCTP MPOJIUIICS B KO-
punop, 1 Bukropusi Ha MrHOBEHME 3a/iepkajlach Ha MOpOre.

E€ cepame Omnock HeMHOro ObicTpee oObiyHOro. OHa cama
HE MOTJIa OOBSICHUTB, TIOYEMY MCIIBITHIBAET TpeBory. Bo3moxkHO,
MOTOMY 4TO 32 MOCJIEAHUE MECSILIbl Y)KUHBI C AJIEKCAaHIPOM MO-
YTU BCET/A MPOXOAWIM OIMHAKOBO — B TUILIMHE, KOTOpas Ka3a-
JIaCh TSIKEION, KaK KaM€EHb.

CoOpaBIIuCh ¢ IyXOM, OHA BOIILIA.



CronoBasi BCTpeTusa €€ YAUBUTEIbHBIM CIIOKOWCTBUEM.
OrpomMHOe MoMereHre ObIJI0 OCBEIIEHO MSTKUM 30JI0TUCTBIM
cBeToM. [IJTMHHBIA CTON M3 TEMHOTO JepeBa ObLT HAKPHIT Oe3-
YIPEYHO: cepeOpsiHbie MPUOOPHI, XPyCTaIbHbIE OOKaJbI, Oeso-
CHEXHasl CKaTepTh 0e3 eIMHON CKJIAJIKHU.

Ho nipu BcEM 3TOM BEIMKOJIENUU KOMHATa Ka3aJ1ach ITyCTOM.
XO0JIOIHOMN.

Kak 6ynrto u3Hb He 3afepKUBaslach 37eCh HAI0Mr0. AJlek-
caHJip cujien Bo rmaBe crosia. OH 1axe He TOAHSUT TOJIOBbI, KO-
ria Bukropus Bomuia. Ero B3misy OblT MPUKOBAH K JIOKYMEHTY
B pyke. TOHKME nasiblibl MEJICHHO NIEPEBOPAYMBAIIA CTPAHUILY,
CJIOBHO OKPYKaIOLIUI MUP HE UMEJ [IJI1 HETO HUKAKOIO 3Haye-
HUSI.

— JloOpwiit Beuep, Barre BricouecTBO, — HErpoMKO cKasa-
sa Bukropus. E€ ronoc npo3Byyas TuX0, OYTH OCTOpOxkHO. Ho
AJeKkcaHap He OTBETUJL.

OH naxe He nomesenwicsa. Ha cekynny Bukropus mouys-
CTBOBAJIa, KAK BHYTPH YTO-TO OOJIE3HEHHO Ckayiochk. «Hagep-
HOE... OH MPOCTO HE YCJIbIIIA».

Ona mocneniHo ycriokowja cedst 3Toll Mbicibio. OmycTuB
B3IJIs1]I, OHA TOAIOIILIA K CTOJTy M aKKYPaTHO 3aHsijia CBOE MECTO.
Cnyru Havaym nogaBath Omona. CHavasla apOMaTHBIA TOPSTIHiA
CyII, OT KOTOPOIO MOJHMUMAJICS JIETKUU Nap. 3aTeM CBEKUM caiar
C TOHKMMH JIOMTUKaMU OBoLIeH U 3esieHu. HakoHels — couHble
CTENKM 13 OApaHUHBI, UJICATLHO MPOKAPEHHBIE.

TumwuHy B 3ajie HapyIIaj JIUIIb MSATKUN 3BOH TIPUOOPOB.



— Benmkas replioruHs, — THXO IPOU3HEC CIIyra, — He Ke-
Jaete Jim OOKax BUHA?

BukTopus cierka yabIOHy1ach.

— Her, 6narogapio.

Ona nokaya’a rooBoi 1 OCTOPOKHO B3sijia BUIKY. Bc€ ObUI0
TaK CIIOKOMHO... M BCE € B 9TOM TUILIMHE YYBCTBOBAJIACh CTPAH-
Hasl HEJIOBKOCTb. ByTO Ba yesioBeka 3a CTOJIOM HaXOAWIUCh B
pa3HbIX mMupax. [lepBbiM Momyanue Hapyumn Anekcanap. OH
3aroBOPUJI HEOKUIAHHO.

— 41 ckopo noeny B cronmuiy k Ero Beanuecrsy.

BukTopus kak pa3 cobupayiack nonpodoBars canar. E€ pyka
3amepia B Bo3ayxe. OHa nogHsa ma3a. AJeKCaHap MO-TIPex-
HEMY CMOTpeJl B IOKyMEHT. byATo roBopuil He ¢ Hell, a POCTO
BCIIyX.

— Thl TOKE MOXEIIb IOEXaTh CO MHOM.

Bukrtopus moprayna. Ha cekyny oHa 1axe He IoBepuia, 4To

yCIbllIaia.
— O... — TUXO MpOU3HEC/IA OHA. — 3HAYMT... MHE MOKHO
rnoexaTb ¢ BaMu?
— Jla.

Otger Obu1 KOpoTKUM. HO 17151 BukTOpUu oH mpo3Byvast no-
YTH Kak nopapok. E€ cepaie HEeOXMIaHHO pagocTHO 3a0MIIOCh.
OH cam npe/IIOKIUIL... 3a BCE BpeMs uX Opaka AJIeKCaH]Ip BIep-
BbI€ TIPEJIOKUII C/IENATh YTO-TO BMECTE.

— [a... koHeuHo. {4 noeny.

OHa crapaiach rOBOPUTh CIIOKOMHO, HO B TOJIOCE BCE PaBHO



3By4aJsIO €/IBa 3aMETHOE BOJTHEHHE. AJIeKCaHIp OOJIbIlie HUUETO
He cKa3asl. byaTo ero nenmb Obuta JOCTUTHYTa — COOOIIHUTH 3TO,
u Bc€. Ho Bukropus yxe noutu He 3amedana storo. E€ mbiciu
KPYXWIMCh BOKPYI OJHOM TOJIbKO uier. OHa noener ¢ HUM. B
cromuiry. OHa OyzeT psgoM ¢ HUM. BriepBeie 3a nonroe Bpemst
OHA TIOYYBCTBOBaJIA ceOsl... ero keHou. B yronkax e€ ryo apor-
HyJIa JIErKas yiapioka. OHa He 3aMeTHIa, YTO HaCcTpoeHue AJiek-
caHapa ObUTo MpauHee 0ObIYHOrO. M 4TO ero riasza ocraBaiuch
XOJIOAHBIMH.

Kapera otripaBuiiachk B 1y Th paHHUM yTpoM. HeOo Tonbko Ha-
YMHAJIO CBETJIETh, KOTIa KOJIECA 3aCK PUIIEIIH 0 KAMEHHOM JIOPO-
re. Buktopus noutu He craia. Bcio HoOub OHa Bopovasiach B IO-
CTeJU, CJIMIIIKOM B3BOJTHOBAHHAsI MIPENCTOsIIEN rmoe3akoi. OHa
HaJlesylach HEMHOTO MOCTIaTh B KapeTe.

Ho kak TonpKo OHa cefia HampoTUB AJIEKCaHIpa, COHJIMBOCTb
ucuesna.OH cuaen HarpotuB. [Ipsmoii. CoOpannsbiii. Kak Bce-
ria. B pykax y Hero cHoBa ObUIM JIOKYMEHTHI.

Bcio mopory on Monmua mpocMarpuBan Oymaru. CoTHEUHBIN
CBET, MPOHUKABIIIUI Yepe3 OKHO KapeThl, MATKO JIOKUIICS HA er0
JIULIO.

BukTopust HEBOJIbHO CMOTpEIa Ha HEro.

Ero rna3za 6putn ceppivu. OueHsb cBemibiMu. MIHOTTA, KOrma
Ha HUX Ta/1aJT COJTHEYHBIN JTy4, Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO STOT LIBET PaCTBO-
psercs B cete. M3-3a 3T0r0 B3I AJIeKCaH pa BbIITIAAEI MAT-
Ye... yeM ObUT Ha camoM Jejie. Ho ero 4épHele BOJIOCH, TEMHBIE
Kak 50€HOBOE JIepeBO, HA0OOPOT, PUIABAIIN €T0 OOJIUKY XOJIO-



HOCTb.

CeronHst OHM OBLTM aKKYpaTHO 3a4€caHbl Ha3a. YuCThIi 100,
crporue JuHUM Juna. CKyJIbOTypHas Kpacora.

BukTtopun Kazanoch, 4YT0 OHa Morjia Obl CMOTPETh Ha HEro
6eckoneuHo. M HUKOTIa HE yCTaTh.

— [louemy Obl TeOe He mepecTaTh pa3risAbBaTh MEHS... —
BAPYT THUXO cKa3an Anekcanp. Ero ronoc 6su1 HU3KMM. OH 1axe
HE MOJIHSLI T'OJIOBBI OT JOKYMEHTA.

— ..M He TIofipeMarb, pa3 Tede OoJIbllie HeUeM 3aHAThCS ?

Bukropus B3gpornyina.

Omna He 3amMeTnJIa, YTO TAK OTKPOBEHHO CMOTPUT Ha Hero. I11¢-
KM MTHOBEHHO BCIIBIXHYJIU.

— Ilpocrure... — nocnenHo ckaszana oHa. — 4 He qymaiia...

AnexcaHap HakOHel NoaHsuI B3, OH 3aepikall ero Ha e€
juue. Ha nokpacueBmux mekax. Ha cMyIIEHHOM BBIpaKEHUH.
Ero 6poBu cierka HaxmypuJIKCh.

Kax/piil pa3, Korma OHU OKa3bIBAIKCH JIUIIOM K Juily, Buk-
TOpHS CMOTpEa Ha HEro UMEHHO Tak. CMyIEHHO. OCTOPOKHO.
[Tout HEBUHHO.

OH He NoHMMaJl — OHA JAEWCTBUTENIBHO TaK 3aCTEHUYMBA WA
npocto nputBopsiercss. Ho oHoO ObUIO sICHO.

OHa BbI3pIBAJIA Y HETO COBCEM JPYroe YyBCTBO, YEM €€ OTEIl.
Mapkuz pazapaxan ero. A Buktopus... Ona Obl1a npocro...
HEYI0OHOM.

Ecmu Obl HE MUCHMO HMMITEpaTopa, OH BOOOIIE He CTanx Obl
Oparthb e€ B 9Ty Noe3/Ky. B mocnanum, KoTopoe nepenan MapKus,



OBbLJIO HAITUCAHO:

«B Omkaiiiiiee Bpems s coOepy WIEHOB UMIIEPaTOPCKOM ce-
MbH Ha 3BaHbIi 00e/1. BaM Takxe ciemyeT nprcyTcTBoBarh. [1o-
Kajyiicta, o0si3aTesIbHO TpuxoauTe ¢ Bukropueil.»

B 00b1yHO# cuTyary AnieKcaHIp TPOMTHOPUPOBAT OBl 3TO.
Ho oH noHnman — eciiv NpoAgoIKUT Tak MOCTYIAaTh, UMIIEPATOP
CHOBa HaUHET OKa3bIBaTh JaBjieHue. CHauaia Msrko.

[Totom — 4Yepe3 kao0bl, yIIPEKHU U MOTUTUYECKUE UHTPUTH.
3to ObUT0 yTOMUTENBbHO. U pazapaxkano. OcoOeHHO 3Ta KeHIH-
Ha. Ta, 4TO A0 CUX MOP MBITAIACh C HUM (DIUPTOBATH.

AnekcaHp CHOBa OITYCTWUJI B3IJISAJ B TOKYMeHTHI. U mosiHo-
CTBIO 3aKPbUI MU JIMLIO.

Korma kapera Bbexana Ha TEPPUTOPUI0 MMIEPATOPCKOIO
JIBOpIIA, yKE€ CTEMHEJO.

Bricokue OarHu ABOpIIa BO3BHIIAINUCH B TEMHOTE, OCBEIIEH-
HbIE COTHSIMU OTHEW.

Ciyru nocnemmim K Kapere.

Korma Bukrtopus BbllLTa, €€ HOTM Ha MTHOBEHHE OCIalesu.
Honrast topora HaKOHell Aajia o ceOe 3HaTh. YCTaJIOCTh HAKPbLIa
e€ BHe3amHoU BOJHOM. Eii X0Tenoch TOBKO OIHOro — 100paTh-
cs1 go nocrenu. Ho mpexne Bcero HeoOX0AUMO OBUIO YBUJIETDH
umrnepatopa. M mornpuBeTcTBOBaThH €ro.

Wx mpoenu B 3ay. MMmepartop BCTpeTUs MX C IIMPOKON
YIIBIOKOM.

— 4 3meck, uToOBI yBUIETH Bac, Bame Bemmuectso. Kak mo-
KUBaeTe? — MPOU3HEC AJIEKCAaHAP POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM.



— Bcé B noinHOM nopsijike, — OTBeTUJ1 umreparop. — I1po-
xoauTe. YBepeH, MyTh ObUT JIOJITUM.

[Tocne HeckombKUX (pOopMasIbHBIX (Ppa3 UMIIEPATOp MEPEBEN
B3MJIsA1 Ha BukTopuio.

— ¢] e Buaen T1edsA co IHA CBaABOLL.

Ero ra3a BHUMaTEIbHO CKOJIb3HYJIU 11O €€ JIUILY.

— Pap, 4TO THI B OJIHOM 3/IpaBuUM.

BukTtopus CKJIOHWIA TOJIOBY.

— Bnaronaps 3a6ote Bamero BenmaecTBa, 51 B HOpsijiKe.

— Papg ciaplmats.

Nmneparop ycMexHyscsl.

— Benukuii reprior Takoi psIMOJIMHENHBIN Y€JIOBEK, UTO s
MHOI/IA Oracajcs, YTo ero xeHa OyJer oOne/ieHa BHUMaHUEM.

BukTopus Marko yiabiOHynack. Ho BHyTpu y He€ MOsSBUIIOCH
cTpaHHOe 4yBcTBO. Mimmieparop ObL1 noOpoxkenateseH. Jlaxe Té-
nen. Ho mouemy-to psiioM ¢ HUM et Obu10 He 1o cede. DTo oIIry-
IIEHME HaIIOMUHAJIO el 1eTcTBO. Korja oHa cTosiia nepej CBoum
OTLIOM.

— A Tteniepb He CTOM, CaJIUCh.

BankeTHBIN cTOM ObLT OrPOMHBIM. 32 HUM YyXKe CUJIeIN UMIIe-
parpuiia, HacJAeIHbII MPUHI] C CYNPYTrOi, HECKOJIBKO MTPUHILIEB U
MIPUHIIECC.

BukTopusi crapanach BHHUMATENBHO CIIyIIaTh Pa3rOBOPBI.
[TpuBBIKHYTH K 3TOM aTrMocdepe.

— Mo¢€ ceplie NEpenoIHeHO paoCThio, — CKa3al UMIepa-
TOp, — YTO CITYCTSI CTOJIBKO BPEMEHHM 51 CHOBA BUXKY BCEX Bac



311ECh.

— MmenHo Taxk, Baie BennuectBo, — MArKo cKaszajia umiie-
parpuna. — Bcé 6iarogapss HOBOMy 4JieHY UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM ce-
MBH.

Ona nocmotpena Ha Bukropuio ¢ 1o6poit yiabiokoid. E€ pei-
JKH€ BOJIOCHI ObLITM aKKYPaTHO TMOACTPHIKEHBI, & B3IJISAA Ka3aJiCs
YAUBUTEJILHO MATKUAM.

— Jla, umneparpuiia rnpaBa, — IMPOAOIKUAI UMIIEpaTop. —
OyeHb y1auHO, YTO y BEJIMKOIO replora Takast JOCTONHAsI KeHa.

OH crierka ynbIOHYJICS.

— Mapkus Ppenepuk xopomo Bocnurai e€. OHa BbIpociia B
CeMbe BEPHOTI'0 OTIIA... U JIOJKHA ObITh CTOJb K€ BEpHA UMIIepa-
TOPCKOU CeMbe.

Bce B3rsp 3a cronom odpatuimck K Buktopuu. Ha cexynmy
e€ cepmiie cxanocb. Ho oHa ObIcTpo B3siia ceOsi B pyKU.

— 4 cnenaio BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI OIMpaBAaTh OKUAAHUS
Bamero Benmuecrsa.

— bunaropapo.

BukTopus nmodyBCTBOBaja CTPaHHYIO HEJIOBKOCTh. MMmepa-
TOpP TOBOPWJI CJMIIKOM MHOTO Xopoiero. bojblie, yem Obl-
70 Hy)kHO. OHa B3J0XHYJIa U YKPAJKOH IMOCMOTpeSa Ha AJiek-
caHppa.

OH cuaen HanpoTHB. BeipaxkeHue ero jmia ObUIO... CTPaH-
HeIM. Kak OyaTo oH 0 4éM-TO Harnpsk€HHO ayman. U Bapyr oH
3aroBOPUII.

CrokoyHo.



Ho ero cnoBa npo3By4aiv HEO:KUAAHHO.
— He 3Hau, uyro Bamemy BenuecTBy Tak HpaBUTCA MOSA Ke-
Ha.

I'naBsa 4

I'naza Anekcanjapa ocraBaauch XonogHbIMU. CBET CBEYEH OT-
paxascs B MX cepoll riyouHe, HO He corpeBai ux. OHu ObLIU
HEMOIBUHbI, CIOKOMHBI — MOYTH PAaBHOLYIIHBI. TOJBKO yron-
KU €ro Ty0 clierka W30THYJIMCh, U 9Ta e[[Ba 3aMeTHas yJIbIOKa Jie-
Jlajia BbIpaskeHUe ero JiMia eme 0osee TPEeBOKHBIM.

— [louemy *e Bbl OTAAIM MHE KEHIIMHY, YTO BaM TaK MO-
HpaBWJIach? — MPOU3HEC OH HETIPUHYKAEHHO, CJIOBHO TOBOPUJI
0 4E€M-TO COBepIIIeHHO Oe300uaHOoM. — Benp oHa Mora bl J10-
crarbca Bamemy Benmuecrtsy.

Ero ronoc 3ByyaJ CIOKOIHO.

CAMILIKOM CTIOKOWHO.

W B TOT ke MUT OAHKETHBIA 3aJ1 CIIOBHO MOTPY3WICS B Jie-
AsHy0 Bofy. PazroBopsl o6opBaniuck. 3BOH MoOCy/bl 3aThX. Bee
B3MJISIIbI OOPAaTHIIUCh K AJIEKCAH[IPY.

HukTo He moHMMan — OH JEMCTBUTENBHO CKa3all 3TO... U
UM IIpocTO mnokasaynock. Ho Ajekcanap mponoixkal rOBOPUTh
TaK, OyATO HUYEro HEOOBIYHOTO HE TTPOU3OLLIO.

— Ecim Bame BennuecTBo kejlaeT, — OH JIEHUBO MEPEBE
B3IJISI]] Uepe3 CTOJ, — $1 OTKAXYCh OT 3TOro Opaka.

Ero cepele rmaza ocranoBuyich Ha Bukropum.



— Yro BBl 00 3TOM J1ymMaete?

Buxkropus noonenHena. OHa cMoTpesia Ha HEero Tak, Oy/ITo He
y3HaBasa. CjioBa CIOBHO HE JOXOIWJIM JI0 €€ CO3HAHUS.

«O 9éM... oH roBopuT?» Mpbicau nmytayuck. Ceparie riyxo Ou-
Jock B rpyau. OHa BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK TEIJIO CTPEMMU-
TEeJIBHO MOKHUIaeT eé amoHu. I lansiiel moxomoneni, CTaau MoUYTH
0€3:KU3HEHHBIMU.

BukTopus cxkaja ux Ha KOJEeHsIX, YTOObI CKpbITh 1pokb. OHa
He noHnMasia. Hu ogHoro crnosa. bynro Asiekcanap rosopuii Ha
YYyKOM SI3BIKE.

OHa TONBbKO cMOTpena Ha Hero. VI B 3TOM CeKyHJe eu Kaza-
JIOCh, YTO BECh 3aJ1 CMOTPUT Ha He€ Toxke. bynTo oHa BHE3ammHo
OKazasiach Ha crieHe. be3 BO3MOXXHOCTU yOeKaTh.

— ...Benukwii repuor, Bbl HEMHOTO YBJIEKJIHCh.

['onmoc umnieparpuiipl MArko paspesan TuiuHy. OHa cuiena
CMOKOWHO, KaK U mpexe. JIuo eé ocraBajioch 6€3MATEeKHbIM,
CJIOBHO HUYETO CTpaITHOro He mpousonuio. E€ ciosa Oyaro nanmm
BCEM BO3MOXHOCTb CHOBA J1blIIaTh. MiMmieparop moprayJ. [Toxo-
ke, Jake OH HA MTHOBEHHUE pacTepsiics.

— Ha... — MenseHHo cka3zan oH. — [longoOHas nyTka He co-
BCEM YMECTHA B Hallleil CUTYallUU.

OH BHUMATEJIBHO MOCMOTPEN Ha AJIEKCaH/Ipa.

— Bui Beqp He X0Tenu OCKOPOUTH MEHsI, He Tak Jin?

['yOb1 umniepaTopa cierka gporuyiu. OH He MOT MOHSTh, Kak
pearupoBarb.

Cepnurbcsa?



Vv npuTBOPUTHCS, YTO ITO BCETO JIMIIIb HEY/IayHas IyTKa?
AnekcaHpp ke ynbIOHYJICs. Ero BhIpakeHue Juiia CTajio MmouTH
urpuBbiM. OH BBITJISIEIN YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPbI COBEPILIEHHO HE
MIOHMMAET, [TIOYEMY BCE BOKPYT BAPYT HAIPATINCH.

— V MeHs1 He MOXKET ObITh CTOJIb HEUECTUBBIX HAMEPEHUH 110
oTHoIIeHUI0 K Ero BeimmuecTBy, — IpoU3HEC OH JIerKo. — Bbl
omubdaeTech.

Buktopusi cMotpena Ha Hero. E€ cepaiie BcE eme Oumoch
obicTpo U Tskeno. Ho pasym Bapyr cran crpanHo tuxum. I[ly-
cteiM. Kak Oyaro BHyTpu He€ 00pa3zoBasach X0IoqHast, 0e3MONB-
Hasl IMyCTOTA.

— Bamie BesnmuectBo... — NOCHENIHO 3aroBOPyII HACJIEIHbIN
npuHI. — OpHy MuHyTy. 1 XOTen Obl OOCYIUTh C BAMU OMH
MEKAyHAPOIHBIA BOITPOC...

OH 1oYTH HAMEPEHHO CMEHUJI TEMY.

PasroBop ObICTpO MOBEpPHY B CTOpOHY noautuku. Ho atmo-
cepa 3a crosioM yxke nu3MeHunacy. Crajia CTpaHHO.

Hanpsoxénnoit. imneparpuiia HECKOIBKO pa3 oOpariaiach K
Bukropuun, Marko Bosiiekas e€ B pasroBop. Y1 Bukropus orse-
yasa.

Croko#Ho.

Bexuso.

Tak, Kak JIoJoKHa OblIa OTBeYaTh BesinKast reproruts. Ho ko-
I1a yKUH 3aKOHUYMsICS... OHa HEe MOI/la BCIOMHUTh HU OHOTO
CBOETO CJIOBA.

Hwu onnoro.



Kornma BukTopus Bbillula U3 OaHKETHOTO 3aJj1a, BO3IyX IOKa-
3aJicsl eil HeOXUIaHHO XOIOqHbIM. Kopuops! 1Bopiia ObutH TH-
XuMU. BpIcoKkMe OKHa mporrycKkaiy cnadblii cBeT Hour. OHa Koc-
HYJIaCh CBOMX J1aioHel. OHU ObUTH JIe/ISTHBIMU.

«[Toyemy... Tak XOJI0AHO?»

Ilepen Hen men Anekcanap. OH pa3roBapvBaj C HACIEIHBIM
MIPUHIIEM.

WX ronoca 3Byyaiv ClioKOMHO. ByaTo HU4ero He mpou301IO.
BynTo HECKOIbKO MUHYT Ha3aj OH HE MPEeAJIOKUIL... OTKA3aThCs
ot Opaka.

Bynro oHa He cujena Tam, CJIOBHO 4yXkasl Belllb, KOTOPYIO
MOXHO TepefiaTh U3 pyK B pyku. Ha MrooBenue e€ mar coucsl.
Tydns 3auenunack 3a Kpail KoBpa. BUKTOpUs1 OCTaHOBUJIACh.

E€ ryosl MemyieHHO cxkamuch. [laibIpl Kperko BIENWINCH B
o0 raths. OHa MOAHsIIA B3I, AJIEKCaH 1p MPOAOIKA UJI-
Ti. OH Jja)xe He 3aMeTuJ1, YTO OHA OcTaHOBUJIack. He ornsHyics.
He 3amenymi mar. OH npocTo yXOnus BCE IaJIbliie.

Ero BbicOKast purypa nocTeneHHO pacTBOPSUIACh B IJTMHHOM
Kopuope aBopua. M Bckope oH ncyes 3a HoBOpoToM. Bukropus
OCTaJslach OJHA.

OHa MeJIeHHO TIPUCJIOHUJIACh K XOJIOJHON KaMEHHOM CTEeHe.
KameHns Ob11 iessHBIM. XO0J10/T TPOHUKAJT CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb
wiatbsa. E€ rpyne cxanacek. [pimare crayno tpyaHo. Kak Oyaro
BO3/YX BAPYT CTAJl CIMIIKOM TSKENBIM. BUKTOpHS OmycTuia ro-
JIOBY.

Heckonpko ceKyHJ OHa TPOCTO CTOsUIA HEMOABUKHO.



IToTom MeJIeHHO MOAHSIIA B3I,

B koHen kopuaopa Tyna, rae ucue3 Anekcanap. Ho tam yxe
HUKOTO He ObLJIO, TOJILKO JUIMHHBIN MYCTOM XOJII.

N TummHa.

kkk

Bce cnenyomee yrpo Bukropus nposiexana B OCTENH.

OHa He criaja — MpOoCTO JiexkKala HEMOIABUKHO, YCTABUBIIUCH
B NOTOJIOK. CBET MeJIJIEHHO MEHSUICS: CHayajla Cepblid pacCBeT-
HBIA, TOTOM OJTeAHBIN THeBHOW. Ho /171 He€ BpeMs CJIOBHO OCTa-
HOBWJIOCh. B KOMHaTe cTosijia TuUxas, IOYTH BsI3Kasl THUILMHA.
NHuorpa npuxonuiia ciykaHka.

OHa OCTOpPOXKHO OTKPbIBaJIa IBEPb, TUXO MOIXOAMIA K KPOBa-
TH ¥ MATKO CHpalimBaa;

— Benukas reproruss... He KeJaeTe JId Bbl HEMHOTO ITOECTb ?

BukTopus uiib e1Ba 3aMEeTHO Kadasia roJIoBOM. ATITIETUTA He
OBLJIO.

E€ Teno kazanoch TkENbIM, OyATO HATIOJHEHHBIM XOJIOIHOM
BONIOM. [la’ke mpocTasi MbIC/Ib MOMHSATHCS Ka3ajlach CIMIIKOM
yromutebHOW. Ho Orike K MOTyIHIO OHA BCE ke 3acTaBuia ce-
04 cectb. [Tocne obea y uMriepaTpuiibl ObLIO HA3HAYSHO YaeTIH-
tue. VI mponycTuTh ero oHa He MOTJIa.

— l'eprioruHsL... BBl BBHIIISIAUTE OUYeHb OJIEHOM, — THUXO CKa-
3aJla TOPHUYHASI, 3aCTErMBasi MOCIeJHUE MYrOBUIIbl HA €€ Tula-
The. — BBl yBepeHbl, UTO He XOTUTE, YTOOHI s BhI3BaJIa Bpaya?

BukTopust nocmotpena Ha cBo€ orpaxeHnue. JIuio 6s10 To-
utn OeckpoBHbIM. [ 'yOBI IOONEeqHe M. [1oj ria3zamu 3asterim Jer-



kue Tend. OHa IeNCTBUTEILHO BhINIALENIA Kak OobHass. Ho Buk-
TOpUS JIMIIb MAIlIMHATIBHO KMBHYJIA.

— Bcé B nopsake.

['onoc npo3Byyan crnokoiHo. CMIIKOM CrOKONMHO. CJIOBHO
OH MPUHAJIEKATT KOMY-TO IPYyTOMY.

Pacriucanne Buktopun Ha 3Tv Tpu THS B CTOMHIIE OBLJIO MPO-
CTBIM M OJIHOOOpA3HBIM: YAaCIIUTHSI Y YKHMHBI, KOTOPbIE YCTpau-
Bajia uMrieparpuia. Huuero cioxHoro.

Huuero BaxHoro.

Tonbko yapI0aThCs, CAYIIATh U TOBOPUTH HYXKHBIE CIIOBA.

«3T0 5 cMOry», TIOAyMaJia OHa.

LleHTpanbHbI JBOpEl] ObLT HAMOJHEH CBETOM M T'OJIOCAMHU.
Korpa Bukropusi Bonuia B cajioH, pa3roBOpbl HA MTHOBEHUE
cruxi. OHa yke TpUBBIKJIA K 3ToMy. Ternepb oHa Oblia xe-
HOW BEJIMKOTo repruora Bunuecrepa — camoro MorymecTBeHHO-
ro yesnoBeka umrepuu. M 3Toro ObIO AOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI BCe
B3MJIsI/IbI OOparmnaivch Ha He€. Ho cerogs mpou3oIuio Koe-4Tto
HEOXKUJAaHHOE.

— Bukropus!

['onoc npo3Byyas CAUILIKOM 3HAKOMO.

Cmumikom 6nm3ko. OHa efiBa ycrienia oBepHYTh TOJIOBY, KakK
e€ yxxe OOHSIIH.

— Tlouemy THI HE COOOIIMIIA, YTO MPUENEITH B CTONHUITY ?!

Mapkwusa cant Kiap ynbidanach MpPOKO U PaOCTHO, CJIOBHO
JeWCTBUTEIIHHO ObLIa CYACTIIMBA BUIETH J0Yb.

JIuto BukTopun MeaneHHo Hanpsirnock. OHa coBceM 3a0bLia.



Koneuno. Mapku3za He MOI/1a POMYCTUTh YAENUTHE, IIIE CO-
OVpaJCh BCE 3HATHBIE TaMbl CTOJMIIBI. BUKTOpPHS THXO B370X-
HYyJa.

— Kak BbI noxuBaere... Mama?

— AX, B OCOOHSKE CTaJI0 TaK OJUHOKO Oe3 Te0sd, — B3I0X-
Hy/a Mapku3a. — [laxe He MpencTaBisal, Kak CWIBHO CKy4aeT
110 Te0e TBOM OTell.

— Ma...

— A th1? Thl XOpoOIII0 ce0s1 9yBCTBYEIh?

Mapku3a B3s71a €€ pyku. TOHKME MaIblbl HEXXHO MONIAAWIINA
€€ JIaJIOHU.

Co CcTOpOHBI 3TO BBIITIAAEIO KaK TporaresibHas CLeHa BCTpe-
yn Matepu U fouepu. Ho Bukropus nodyscrBoBasia Xoao4a. IToT
KeCT ObLT CITUIITKOM 3HAKOMBIM. CITUIIIKOM OTPENeTHPOBAHHBIM.
Ona cMmoTpena Ha JIMIO MaTepu — KpacuBoe, Oe3ylpevHo Cro-
KOiHOe. 11 BHYTpH HEE MOIHSIIOCH JIETKOE, MTOYTH JIETCKOE YYB-
CTBO CTpaxa.

Ho na ry6ax nosiBuiach ysabiOKa.

Ta camas.

BexnuBas.

besynpeunas.

— Tloxanyiicta, He OecriokorTech. Co MHOI BCE XOPOIIIO.

Ona npou3Hecsa 3To Tak CIOKOMHO, YTO caMa yauBuiack. Ces
3a YallHBIN CTONMMK, BUKTOpUS THXO yrpekHysa ceOsl.

«Kakag xe g 6ecrioMOIIHaA.»

Barnsags! ABOPSAHOK JaBWIM Ha HEE co Bcex cTopoH. Kaxnmas



13 HUX HaOmonaita. OueHuBaia.

— Kak foro Benvkas repuoruHs IIAaHUPYET OCTaBaAThCS B
cronute?

— OkoJ10 TpEX JHEH, BKJII0Yasi CerojiHsl.

— JKaub... 1 HazesIach, YTO BEJIMKUN TePIIOr OCTAHETCS JI0
HarmmmonasnsHOrO mHA.

— OH Bceraa ObUT OYEHb 3aHATHIM YEJIOBEKOM...

JKeHIMHbBI TOBOPWIIM C HEW C TOAYEPKHYTOU JTI0OE3HOCTHIO.
Kaxnas ymeioanack. Kaxkmast meITajgach 3aciykHUTh €€ pacIiosio-
xeHue. Ho Bukropus nouru He ciyana.

OHna Bapyr nogymaja:

«Or TOro, 4to 51 Oy/Iy XOPOIIIO BHIIISAAETD... HHYEro He U3Me-
HUTCS.»

Korpa yaenutre 3akoHumnoch, BUKTOpUs NouTH cpasy nop-
Hs1ack. EX XOTenoch TOJMBKO OAHOTO — BEPHYTHCSI B KOMHATY.
Ho msaArkuii ronoc ocTaHOBUJI €€.

— Bukropusi, He XOuelllb JI 3ar/IsTHYTh B Halll JIOM NIEpe]l TEM,
KaK MOKMHENIb CTOIUILY ?

Mapku3za cMoTpesna Ha He€ BHUMATEJIbHO. BuKTOpUMA 3amert-
KaJjach.

— 4 cnplmana oT UMIepaTpUIlBl, YTO THl CBOOOIHA BCE Clle-
JYIOIIKE JHU... KPOME BEUEPHETO MpUEMa Nocjae3aBTpa.

Ha ry6ax Mapku3bl MOsIBUJIACh JIETKas, MHOTO3HAYMTE IbHAS
yJbIOKA.

— ...JJa, — tuxo orBetwia Bukrtopusi.

Ona nmoHnmana, 4to BHIOOpa y He€ HeT.



Mapku3a nonHAIach U MATKO B3sJ1a €€ MOJ PyKY.

— Tol npuenent» BMeCTe ¢ BEJTMKUM IepLIOrom, ia?

— ¢1... moiiay omHa. Y HEero MHOro padoThlI.

— Bukropus.

['onoc cran xonogHee. [1anbipl MApPKU3bl PE3KO CKAIU €€ 3a-
TSCTBE.

Bosp Obli1a HECUJIBHOM, HO 3HAKOMOM.

OueHb 3HAKOMOM.

— O0s13aTeIBHO BO3BMU C COOOM TepIIora.

OHa crierka HaKJIOHMJIACh OJTVIKE.

— Thl Beib MOXKeIb cAeaTh XOTs Obl 9TO, HE TaK Jiu?

Bukrtopus monuana. OHa 3Hana 3ToT TOH. Mapku3a He OTCTy-
nuT. Hukorna.

Haxkonell oHa THXO B30XHYJIA.

— 4l... ciipoiity y Hero.

— IIpekpacHo.

Mapku3za cHOBa yJbIOHYIach OyITO HUYEro He MPOU30IILIO.

— Torna s BC€ ycTporo.

OHa nackoBo noxJionayia Bukropuio 1o pyke.

[To3nHO BeuepoMm Bukrtopus crosiia nepes ABEPhI0 KOMHATHI
Aunekcanjpa.

Omna 10110 He pemayach MOCTyvarb.

Cnyra, 3aMeTUB €€, CKJIOHUJICSI B TTOKJIOHE.

— Ero BricouectBo HeHanonro otayunics. [Touemy Obl Bam
HE 3alTH U HE TOI0XKIATh?

— BbI He 3HaeTe, Korja OH BEpHETCS ?



— borock, HeT. Ho OH BBILIIEN paHO YTPOM, TaK 4TO, BEPOATHO,
CKOPO BEPHETCA.

BukTopus kuBHyna. OHa crienMaabHO MPHUILLIA MO3/IHO BeYe-
pom. Hanesich, uto oH yxe Oyaet 3aeck. Ho BOTH B U4y kyio KOM-
Hary 6e3 X03sMHa... TO Ka3zajoch HeBexMBbIM. OHa Kojeda-
nack. U Torga cityra TMXO OTKpPbUT ABEPb. BUKTOpPHS OCTOPOKHO
miarHyia BHyTpb. Komuara Obuta tuxoit. Cuepkannoit. [loutu
XOJIONHOM — Kak u caM Anekcanap. [loka oHa crosiyia y crona,
TOT K€ CJTyra BEPHYJICS C IOJJHOCOM.

— ITO POMAILKOBBIN Yall, — CKa3aJl OH HEMHOI'O CMYILEHHO.
— OH ycnokauBaeT pasyM u tedno... [Ipocture, eciu 310 nep-
30CTb, HO Bbl BHIIJISIIUTE OUYEHb YCTaBILIEN.

OH mocTaBuJI YallKy repes Heil. ITo ObLJI0 TaKoe MaIeHbKOE
BHUMaHue. Ho OHO HEOXKHUIAHHO COrpeno ee.

— Cnacu60. {1 BbIIbIO €ro.

Cnyra nokpachen u ObicTpo nokJioHwics. Korga oH ymérn,
Bukrtopust MeaJIeHHO OTIMIIA Yaid.

Terpin apomar poMaliKyd HEMHOro ycrnokansaji. OHa nopo-
1U1a K BUTpUHE Ha creHe. JKnana. Bpems nwto. Yamka onycrena.
Anekcanzp Tak 1 He nosiBuiicsl. OHa Mojonuia K OKHY.

CHapyxu yxe Obla I1yOOKast HOb.

TE€mHBIM ABOP ABOpLA OCBeaIN peakue (poHapu. Buktopus
TUXO B3A0XHYJa. OHa AyMana, 4yTo npuBbIKJA *kaathk. Ho cero-
JHS TIOYEMY-TO YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsi 0COOEHHO YCTaBIIIEH.

B 310 Bpemsi AjekcaHap HaxoAWJICs B 3aJjie ayJUeHIIMA Ha-
CJIEAHOTO MPHHIIA.



Cosellianue MpoAoIKaIOCh YKe JI0Jr0.

— MBI x0Te Obl, YTOOBI BBl BO3IJIABUJIA OXPAHY CTOJIUIIBI BO
Bpems Mpa3aHuka HarmoHanbsHOro Hs.

HacneaHblil mpuHII TOBOPUIT CITOKOMHO.

Ho cmbIcit TpochOBI ObLIT OYEBH/ICH.

AnekcaHap NOCMOTpPES Ha HEro C MOYTH OTCYTCTBYIOIIUM BbI-
pakKeHUEM JIMLIA.

— $I He NoHMMal0, — CKa3aj OH POBHO, — IOYEMY BbI IPO-
cute 00 TOM MeHsI, 2 He UMIIEPCKYIO TBapUIO.

OH npekpacHO NOHUMAJL.

Caumkom Xopotto.

WM Hy)eH ObLT repoil BOWHBI.

Benukwii reprior Bunuecrep.

YenoBek, KOTOPOro HApOI yBaxkai OOJbIIe, YeM camy HM-
nepaTopckyto cemblo. Eciu mmMeHHO OH OyJeT 3alluInath UM-
neparopa Ha napaje...OTo yKpernuT aBTopuTeT TpoHa. M moka-
JKET BCeM, UTO JIaKe CAaMbIil MOTYITIECTBEHHBIN YeJIOBEK UMTIEPUH
CIIy’KUT UMIIEPATOPY.

I'maBa 5

Cosenianue B 3aj1€ ayJMEHUUN TAHYJIOCh YKE CJIMIIKOM JOJI-
ro. CBeun Ha CTeHax YCIEeNU OIUIbITh, OCTaBJIsIsi HA OPOH30BBIX
NOICBEYHMKAX [UIMHHBIE JTOPOKKM 3aCTBIBLIETO BOCKa. Bo3myx
B KOMHATE CTaJl TSIKEIBIM — MaxJio OymMaroii, BOCKOM U YCTaJo-
CTBIO. AJIEKCaHAP CUAEN HETIOABUKHO, OIIUPASACH JIOKTEM O IO~



JIOKOTHUK Kpecia. Ero Jimiio ocraBajioch CHOKOMHBIM, HO B3IJISIT
CTaJjl XOJIOAHEe.

Hacnenupiii mpuHI| BCE eni€ nuitajuacs yOeauTh ero.

— PazBe BeMKuUi repiior He sIBJISETCS YJIEHOM UMIIepaTop-
CKOW C€MbH ? — MTPOU3HEC OH C MOJUYEPKHYTOU BEKJIMBOCTHIO. —
Mbl He MOKEM OCTaBUTh Oe3oracHoCTh Ero BemuuecTBa TOIBKO
Ha OJVH PBILIAPCKUI OPJEH.

Anekcanp MeJIeHHO MOJHS Ha Hero ria3a. Bars Obu1 mo-
YTH KaJOCTIMBBIM. OH CJIMIIIKOM XOPOIIIO HOHUMAJI, YTO ITPOUC-
xonut. mnieparop. Hacneausi npuHiIL.

WX MeTo/bl ObUTM OIMHAKOBBIMH.

CHauana rpocnoa.

ITorom naBnenue.

3areM — HaMEKM Ha JI0JIT, HA BEPHOCTh, HA YECTb.

OH cMOTpes Ha MOJIOAOIO MPUHIIA U BAPYT MOAYMaJl, 4TO Ha-
JIO€JTMBOCTh, TIOXOXKE, ACUCTBUTENILHO MepeaéTcs Mo Hacje/-
crBy. Hacneanblil puHII, 3aMETUB €r0 MOJTYaHUE, MPOAOJIKII
HACTOMYMBO:

— Yro k... TOrga MpOIIy Bac XOTSA Obl PacCCMOTPETh ITY
pochOy U COTIACUThCSI, BEJTMKUIA TEPIIOT.

Ho Anekcannp yxe nogHsuicsi. OH 1axxe HE CTajl OTBEYarh.
CrnoBa npUHIIA OCTAJIMCh MO3a/1d HETO, PACTBOPUBIIKCH B TSIKE-
JIOW THIITAHE 3aJjia.

Korna oH BepHYyJICs B CBOM [TOKOU, €r0 HACTpOEeHHE ObLIO e1lé
Xyxke, yem npexjie. CoBelanue 3aHsyI0 Topasio OoJble Bpe-
MEHH, YEM OH PaCCUMTHIBAIL. AJIEKCAHJP PaCCTErHYJ BOPOTHUK



(bopMmBI U CHSLJT €€ TOUTU Pa3aPaKEHHBIM JBUKEHUEM. TKaHb TH-
X0 ymaja Ha CnUHKY Kpecia. OH HampaBWICS B TapepOOHYIO.
KomHara Oblia TEMHOU 1 TUXOW. AJIEKCaHJIp yx&Ke cOOMpaics 3a-
KPBITh IBEPb, KOTIA BAPYT ocTaHOBMIICA. OH MO4yBCTBOBAJI 3TO.
Ysé-to npucyrcrBue. Enpa 3ametHoe, HO oTuémmBoe. OH mMen-
JIEHHO MOBepHYJ royioBy. M torna 3amernn gpurypy Ha IuBaHe.
Krto-T0 nexain tam.

AnekcaHp npuIypuiics u nogouien omke. CBeT cBeur Msir-
KO KOCHYJICS CBETJIBIX Mpsiierd. B3bepollieHHbIe pycbie BOJIOCHI.
KenmyHa. OHa cniasa.

— Xa.

Tuxuii KOPOTKUIA CMEIIOK COPBAJICS C ero ryo.

Koneuno.

It0 Obuta BukTopusi.

AJieKcaH/Ip OCTaHOBUWJICS PSIIOM C IMBAHOM Y HEKOTOPOE Bpe-
M$ IPOCTO CMOTpEJT Ha HEE.

«YT0, 4EPT BO3bMU, OHA JIEJIaET B MOEH KOMHaTe ?»

U emg B ero orcyrcrBue. Ero 6poBu Haxmypwimch. OHa Jie-
’KaJia HEeJIOBKO, 4yTh MOBEPHYBIIUCH Ha OOK. [1naThe cierka mo-
MS1JIOCh, HECKOJIBKO MPsiIel BoJioc ynasiv Ha inio. Ho oHa cniana.

Mupno. Ceityac e€ 1o Ka3ajaoch HEOKHUIAHHO CIIOKOMHBIM.
AJIeKcaHIp MOYyBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHOE PA3APaKECHUE.

N BMecTe C TeM... KaKoe-TO CMYIIIEHHE.

OH 1OKHYJI AI3BIKOM U OTBEN B3IVISAA,.

Brictpo ornsigen komHaty. Hudero He 610 TpoHyTO. HUt o-
KyMeHThl. Hu Bemm. ToapKo Ha CTOsIe CTOsIa Yalllka.



AnekcaHp NooImEN OJvKe U 3aMep.

Yamika Obuta myctoii. OH Ha MTHOBEHHE TIOTEPSUT Iap PEYH.
OHa He npocTo Boiia cioa. OHa elé U COKOMHO NuJjia yau. B
€ro KOMHarte.

AJlekcaHAp CKpeCcTW1 pyKHM Ha TPy[Iy U CHOBA MOCMOTpEN Ha
Hee.

E€ nmuuo 0bu10 O1eIHBIM.

JHaxe CIUIIKOM.

OH HaKJIOHWJ TOJIOBY, pa3misAAbiBas €€ BHUMarejpHee. CHa-
yaJjia OH 3TOro He 3ametwi1. Ho tenepe...

E€ npixanue ObUIO HEpOBHBIM. He rIyOOKMM M CHIOKOMHBIM,
KaK y CIISIIEro YeJIOBeKa. A MPEPbIBUCTHIM.

Cnabev. Ero B3rsin ckomb3Hyi k e€ 10y. Ha kosxe Onecrenu
MEJIKHAE KAl XOJIOAHOTO MOoTa. AJIEKCaHIp HAXMYPUWICA. DTO
yXke He ObUIO TIOXOKe Ha OObIUHbIA coH. OHa Oblia OOoJbHA.

Heckonbko cekyH1 OH Mosya cMOTpest Ha He€. Ero simiio cHo-
Ba CTaJI0 paBHOAYIIHBIM. Kak OynTo yBUIIEHHOE HE UMENO /s
HEro HUKAKOro 3HavyeHusl. 3atem OH Bbinpsmuiics. M, He cka3aB
HU CJIOBa, OBICTPO BBIIIEN U3 CriayibHU. [[Beph TUXO 3aKpbliach
3a €ro CITMHOM.

kkk

BukTopusa MeyIeHHO OTKpbLIa IJ1a3a.

Co3HaHue BO3BpaIllAJIOCh TSKEJIO, CJIOBHO OHA MOJHUMAJIACh
13 [TyOOKOM MyTHOM BOJIbL. B BHCKax myascupoBasia Tymnas 0oib,
OT/1aBasICh B 3aThLIOK. Kax0€e BUkEHUE roJIOBbl YCUIIMBAJIO €€.
E€ monmyoTK phIThie ToTyOble IJ1a3a 3acie3mIuch ot ceera. OHa TH-



X0 3aCTOHAJIA ¥ TIOBEPHY/IACh HA OOK, MAIMHAJIBHO KYTasiCh B
MsrKoe ofiesio. Tkanb ObUta TEMION W MPUSTHOW, U HA MIHOBE-
HUE el 3aX0TEeJI0Ch MPOCTO CHOBA 3aKPbITh IJ1a3a U MPOBATUTHCS
B coH. Ho B crieyiontyio ceKyHly YTO-TO HACTOPOXKUJIO €€.

Teruo.

3amnax.

Oto Obula He e€ KoMHara. [1a3a Buktopuu pacrnaxHymnuch.
Ona pe3sko cena. Cepaile 3aK0JIOTHIIOCH ObICTpee.

KpoBartb Oblia CIMIIKOM MIMPOKoW. TKaHb ofesiiia — APYyromu.
U BOKpyr — uykast 0OOCTaHOBKA.

— Toi BcTana?

Huzkuil MyKCKOM roJioc Mpo3BYyYall CHIOKOMHO, HO HEOKUIaH-
HO. Bukropusa B3aporHyna. OHa MOBEpHYJIA TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY
KaMHHA — ¥ YBUJEJA €r0.

Anekcanap cuaen B kpecie nepej oriéM. CBeT OT riaMeHn
MSTKO JIOKWJICS Ha €r0 JIULO, OCTaBJIsAs MOJIOBUHY YEpPT B TEHHU.
B pykax y Hero Obui 6ymaru, HO Terepb OH CMOTPEJT TIPSMO Ha
He€. Ero cepple m1a3a ObUTH CIOKOMHBL. HenmpoHuaemsl.

— ...Bame BricouectBo? — Tuxo mpousHecnaa Bukropus.
Omna pacrepssHHO MoprHyJja. [TaMaTh MeIIeHHO BO3BpaIlaiach.
Omna npuiia B ero komHary. JKgana ero. Cena Ha nuBaH... U e€
HAYaJIO KJIOHUTh B COH.

MBsIcib yaapuia €€ BHE3AIHO.

«4]... He morma...»

JIuro Buktopuy MrHOBEHHO OO IeHEIO.

«51 ke He... 3a0panack B €ro KpoBaTh BO CHE?..»



E€ ry0OsI 3aapoxkaiiy.

— Baiie Bricouectso... 310...

— Bpau ckazan, yto Thl 60JIBHA.

Anekcanap nepedus e€. OH CIIOKOWHO TMOJIOXKUI OymMaru Ha
CTOJI PAJOM C KpecsioM. Ero B3misig MEAJIEHHO CKOJIb3HYJI IO €€
JIMLLY.

— Bpau?..

Bukrtopusi pactepssHHO MOCMOTpesa B CTOPOHY. TOJBKO Te-
Nepb OHA 3aMETHJIA Ha MAJIEHBKOM CTOJIMKE PsIOM C KPOBAThiO
(pnakon ¢ nekapctBoM M crakaH BoApl. OHa 3amepna. [osroe
BpeMsI OHa YyBCTBOBaJa C1a00CTh... HO iyMaJia, YTo 3TO MPOCTO
YCTAJIOCTb.

— Mw... cnacu6o... — THux0 ckazasia oHa. — Ero BeicouecTBo
BBI3BAJI Bpaya... HE IIpaBja Jim?

Anekcanzp He otBeTwI. OH JUIIb ClIerka MocTyyal najblia-
MU 1O TOAJIOKOTHHUKY Kpecisia. DTOT KOPOTKHUM 3BYK B THUIIIMHE
nokasaJicd Bukropuu HeoxxrngaHHO rpoMKuM. OHa HEJIOBKO 3a-
€p3aJia Moz OfICsVIOM, He TIOHUMAs], YTO 03HAYAET €r0 MOJYaHUE.
UYepes Mraopenue Ajniekcanap noaHsics. OH MOJOIIEN K KpoBa-
TH. JIyHHBII CBET U3 OKHa MajJaJl 3a €ro CIUHOM, U ero ¢gurypa
Kazajach o4ty TEMHOM TeHblo. OH ocTaHoBUJICA psaoM. M mo-
CMOTpEJ e MPsIMO B IJ1a3a.

— A Tenepb CKaXxu MHE.

Ero ronoc crain xosnonHee.

— Io kakoii mpuyKrHE Thl MPOOpaIaCh B MOIO KOMHATY ?

— ...4ro?



— 51 yBepeH, — CIOKOMHO MPOAOJIKUII OH, — YTO ThI PUIILIA
ciofia He JIJIs1 TOro, YToObI IMOKa3aTh, 4To OOJbHA.

Ero teHp Tskes10 Jera Ha KpoBath. OH HAXMypHJICs, OyaTO
IIBITAJICS PA3IIALACTD €€ HACTOALLME HAMEPEHUS.

Ot Hero ucxogwia XojiogHas, Jaesmasg aypa. Bukropus
HEBOJIHO B3 POTHYJIA.

— Bame BeicouecTBo... — THXO cKa3ajia oHa. — ¢ xpana
BAC... 4YTOOBI KOE-UTO CKa3arh...

CnoBa aBajiich TpyAHO. MBICIIU TTyTaMCh U3-3a OONU B TO-
noBe. Ho ona Bc€ paBHO 3actaBuiia cedst roBopuTb. OHa He XO-
Tesa OOSAThCS ero.

He xortena cHoBa Monyars.

AJtekcaHp clierka pUmnoaHsiIT OpOBb.

BuKTOpHS Kpenko cxkaia Mnajblibl.

— IIpocrute... yto npunuia 6e3 paspeimieHus. Ho... — oHa
NOJHsJIA IV1a3a Ha Hero, — Barie BeicouecTBo, Mbl BEllb JKEHATHI.
4 He qymaro... 4TO BaM HYKHO TaK MEHs ONacaTbCs.

Ee ronoc gporny.

OHa cmoTpesia Ha Hero HarpsiKEHHO.

AJeKkcaHap NMpULLLY pUIICS.

W Bapyr yronok ero ryd MeijieHHO TIOTHSIICS].

— Jla, — X0 ckaszan oH. — TbI mpaBa.

— ...Ax!

B cnenymoiyo cekyHay OH HEOKUIAHHO TOJIKHYJI €€ Ha3aj.
BukTopus norepsia paBHOBECHE M ynajla Ha MOAYIIKUA. AJIEK-
CaHJp CKJIOHWJICA HaJ Hell. Ero pyku ynépnuck B MaTpac no ooe



CTOPOHBI OT HEE.

— Ecim nogymars... — TUXO IMPOU3HEC OH, — y HAC BCE elIe
He Obu10 OpauHOi HOuu. BepHo?

Ero piuHHBIE Dasiblibl KOCHYJUCh €€ BOJOC. MenieHHO
CKOJIb3HYJIM BHU3 — K BOPOTY €€ CJIerKa paCTPENaHHOIO IJIAThSI.

— Ecnu xouellp... — mpoiienTan oOH, — Mbl MOXEM UCIpa-
BUTb 3TO MPSAMO cenyvac.

OH NOTAHY 3a IIEJKOBYIO JIEHTY Ha €€ rpyAu. Y3es1 MeJJIEHHO
ocia0. Bukropus 3anepxkaia apixanue. OH ObLT CIIUIITKOM OJTU3-
KO.

Ho...

Omna He BUJ€eNa B €ro JIMLE HY TeIua.

Hu xenanus.

Hu paxe npocroro unrepeca.

Ero 11a3za ObLIM XOJIOHBIMHU.

HaoGmonaommmu.

OH 1pocTO MPOBEPSIT €€ PEAKLIMIO.

Kax 6yaTo mpoBOIMIT SKCIIEPUMEHT.

AJekcanap 3aMeTWI, Kak OHa 3aMepia.

W cHoBa ycMexHyJIcsl.

— 51 He NoOHMMalo, MOYEMY Thl TaK BBINJISIIUIIIb, — THUXO CKa-
3aJ1 OH. — Pa3Be He 3T0 Thl UMeNa B BUAY, KOTJ]a TOBOPUJIA, YTO
MBI JKEHAThI?

Ero ronoc 3Byuyan nouru gackoBo. Ho sTa nacka Obu1a xomnop-
HOM, Kak JIEN.

Bukrtopus B3aporaysia. OHa He MOIJIa MOIIEBEIUTHCS.



— 41... mpocTo X0Tena Koe-4To CKasarh... — TUXO MPOOOPMO-
TaJla OHa. — ] mpulllIa He paau... TaKoro...

W B 3TOT MOMEHT pe3kast 6ob ynapuia B royioBy. [lepen ria-
3aMHU Ha CeKyH]ly rnoreMHeso. E€ pecHulpl 3aaposxaiy.

Jpixaaue comtock. Ho oHa Bc€ paBHO IIPOIOJIKMIIa TOBOPHT,
LEIUISASCh 3a CJIOBA.

— Ecnu y Bac ectb BpeMsl... 1 XOTelsla MOMPOCUTD... — €€ TO-
JIOC CTaJl COBCEM CJIa0bIM, — HE MOIJIA OBl BBL... TIOCETUTDb JIOM
MOMX pOIUTEsIeld BMECTe CO MHOM... TIO TIPOChOe MOel MaTepH. ..

E€ 3penue cHoBa normisuio. Purypa Ajnekcanapa nepej Heu
paciuibliack. OHa €1Ba MOIJIa €ro pa3juyuTh. BUKTOpPUS MOIbI-
TaJlach MOAHATHCA. HO Teso mioxo ciryimanocs.

OHna czenaja miar...

N cniotknynack. E€ HOrv nogkoCuivce.

Ona ynana Ha kKOBEp. ['ooBHast 6ONb CTaa HEBHIHOCUMOWA.
OHa TsAX%eN0 BIOXHYJIA U ONEPIAcCh PyKaMU O MOJ, TbITAsACh
BCTaTh. AsiekcaHap Morda HaOmoaan 3a Heid. CBepxy BHU3. Ero
JIMIIO CTAJIO pa3apaxEHHbIM. OH B3bEPOILINII BOJIOCH PYKOU. 3a-
TeM pe3ko nogowen. M nogust e€ ¢ noa.

Omna ObUIa HEOKUIAHHO JIETKOM.

— OcraBaiics 3/1€Ch, — CKa3aJl OH MpauHo. — I cam yiay.

OH OCTOPOXKHO YJIOKUJI €€ 00paTHO HA KpoBaTh. OJEsII0 TUXO
3al1ypIIao.

Anekcanap pas3BepHyJICS M HampaBuics K JABepu. [onoBa
BukTopum Bce emg kpyxkunack. Ho el mokazaioch...

Yro BeIpakeHUe ero Jiia ctayio MeHee xkectkum. Kak Oyaro...



OH nons, uto ommdesa. OHa cMOTpesia eMy B CIIMHY.

Iloka aBepb He 3akpbulack. M TobKO TOrAA €€ ra3a MeIjieH-
HO 3aKpbUINCh.

Kk

Kapera Bbiexasia u3 BOpoT 1BOp1ia paHHUM yTpoM. Konéca Ts-
JKEJIO 3arPOXOTANHN M0 OpycyaTKe, U TOT POBHBIN, MEPHBIA 3BYK
JOJITO OTIABAJICS MEX/1y BBICOKUMU KaMEHHBIMU CTEHAMU CTO-
quipl. CIyr¥ pacnaxHyJiM KOBaHble BOPOTa, U SKUMAXK IUIABHO
BBIKATWICA Ha IIMPOKYIO yiviy. Bukropus cugena y okHa. Ka-
pera MATKO MOKauMBajIach, MHOTJA NOAIPBITMBAs HA HEPOBHBIX
KaMHSX MOCTOBOU. CKBO3b CTEKJIO B CAJIOH IPOHUKAJIO TEIJIOE
YTPEHHEE COJIHLIE, OKpalllMBasi BCE BHYTPU MATKUM 30JI0TUCTBIM
ceetoM. Korjia kapera Bbexasia B LIEHTP Topoja, IITyM YCHJIHIICS.
Ha nomagy yxe Kumesa )XU3Hb: TOPrOBLBI PACKJIAJbIBAJIN TO-
Bapbl, CJIBIIAIMCH IOJIOCA, 3BOH MeTajlla, pakaHue Jomajgen. B
BO3J/IyXe BUTAJI 3arax CBEXero xjeda, AbMa U BJIaKHOTO KaMHSI.
Ho sxunax He octaHoBuiICSA. OH MEIJIEHHO MEPECEK TUIONIA/Ab U
BCKOpPE CBEpHYI Ha OoJiee THXYIO yauily. Yepe3 HEKOTopoe Bpe-
M BOKPYT Hauyajv MOSABJIATHCS BBICOKME KOBaHbIE BOPOTA, YXO-
’KEHHbIE ca/lbl U CTpOorue KameHHble pacaapl. OHU BbEXald B
AnpOpuk. PalioH cTapbix OCOOHSIKOB. 3/1€Ch YIUIIBI ObUIH IITH-
pe, IepeBbsl — aKKyPaTHO MOJICTPHKEHBI, a 3a OrpaJjaMH BUIHE-
JIMCh POCKOIIIHBIE IOMa ApUCTOKPATOB. BUKTOPHS Clerka HaKJIO-
HUWJIACh BIIEPEN U BHIIVIsIHY/Ia B OKHO. COJIHEYHBIN CBET MSTKO Ka-
caiics e€ yimna. OHa 3aKpblIa I71a3a Ha CEKYHAY, M03BOJIAA TEILTY
COrpeTh KOXY, M I'TyOOKO BIOXHY/a. Ha MrHOBeHue cTasio jierye.



Ho 3arem ona otBena B3rs oT okHa. M mocMmorpena B mpoTu-
BOIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY. IIpsAMO HanipoTHB He€ cuaen AneKcanap.
OH OTKMHYJICSI HA CIIMHKY CHJIEHbsI, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha TPY.IU.
Ero riaza Obuty 3aKpbIThI, OYATO OH CHaJl UM MPOCTO OTIbIXAL.
Ha ném Obliia TéMHas1 JOpOKHASI OfIEK A, CTPOrasi U aKKypaTHasl.
OH BBIITISAIEN COBEPUIEHHO CITOKOWHBIM. CIIUIIIKOM CIIOKOMHBIM.
BukTOopusi HEBOJIbHO 3ajiepkajia Ha HEM B3, M TyT ke mno-
YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK BHYTPY NIOAHUMAETCS CMYILEHUE. YTPO Haya-
Jock crpanHo. Korma oHa mpocHynack... Ona Be€ emé Obuia B
ero nocreau. BocnoMrHaHue 0 BUEpalIHEM BEYEpe BCIBIXHYIIO
B [IAMATU TaK PE3KO, UTO €M 3aX0TeJI0Ch CHOBA 3aKPBITh IVIa3a U
ncye3HyTh. E€ cioBa.

Ero xononnslil ronoc. Ero pyku, pa3Bsi3biBaiolye JEHTY Ha
e€ IuIaThe.

IIpocHyBuMch, BUkTOpUs €€ AOIro chjena Ha Kpar Kposa-
TH, HE TIOHUMasl, KaK el Ternepb CMOTPETh EMY B IJ1a3a.

Ona yyBcTBOBaIa ce0s1 HEJIOBKO, PACTEPSIHHO... ¥ TIOUEMY-TO
HEMHOTO NOAABJIEHHO. [109TOMY, BBII/1s1 U3 KOMHATBI, OHA [TOYTH
Cpa3y CTOJIKHYJIACh CO CIIYTOM.

— Benukas repuoruHs, — y4TuBO NOKJIOHWICA OH. — Ero
BricouecTBo ckazai, 4to OyIeT CONMpOBOXIATh BaCc K MapKHU3y
TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK 3aKOHYUT YTPEHHIOn padoTy.

Bukropus yauBiIE€HHO MOprayJa.

— 3710... ckazas Ero BeicouectBo?

— Mla, rocrioxa.

OHa Torja Ha HECKOJIbKO CEeKyHJ mnortepsiia aap peuu. OHa



BeJIb ITPOCHJIa €ro 00 3TOM NOYTH city4aitHo. CKopee BhIHY K IeH-
HO. Mapku3a nmpakTH4yecKy He ocTaBuia ei Beioopa. Ho Asnek-
caHzip... Y Hero ObUT HEBEpOSITHO TUIOTHHIN rpaduk. Bee roBo-
pwiu 00 3ToM. B cTonuiie mpuomskancst OOMbIION Mpa3JHUK —
(ectuBans B yectb [IHss OcHOBaHUS, U U3-32 ITOT'O €r0 JHU ObI-
JIY 3aITOJTHEHBI BCTPEYaMU, COBETaMHU U BOEHHBIMU ITPUTOTOBJIE-
HusmMu. ClIyru gaxxe rOBOPUJIM, YTO y HErO MOYTH HET BPEMEHU
Ha oTabIX. U BCE Xe...

OH pemmn noexatsb ¢ Held. [locne Toro, kak Buepa OblI ¢ Hel
TaKUM XOJIOJHBIM.

DTa MBICIIb JI0 CUX MOP HE JlaBajia ey nokos. Tenepp, cuas Ha-
MPOTUB HEro B Kapere, BUKTopusi CHOBa mocMoTpesa Ha AJiek-
canjpa. OHa cama He 3aMeTrsIa, Kak HadyaJla pacCMaTpUBaTh €ro
JWII0, OYATO TIHITATIACH HAWTH B HEM OOBsSICHEHHE.

[Touemy?

M B 3TOT MOMEHT ero rja3a MeIjeHHO OTKpbUIUCh. Cepble.
XOJIOJHBIE U SCHEIE.

Bukropus B3gporayina.

— O¥li... mpoctute.

Omna OBICTPO OTBeJA B3I, CMYTHBIINCH. DTO JEHCTBUTEb-
HO BBITJISIZIENIO TaK, OyATO OHA MOAIsAAbIBaIa 32 HUM. Ho Asek-
caH/Ip HUYero He ckazaj. OH HECKOJIbKO CEKYH MOJIYa CMOTPEJT
Ha He€. 3aTeM TUXO CIPOCHUIL:

— Kak TBO€ camouyBcTBHE cerojHs?

Ero rosnoc Obl1 CIIOKOMHBIM.

— Bcé HopmasibHO?



BukTopus yauBia€HHO NOAHSIIA TJ1a3a.

OHa gBHO HE O)KUAAJIA ITOrO BOMPOCa.

E€ ronyOble r1a3a mmpoko packpbuiuchk. Ha MraooBenue oHa
MPOCTO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, Oy/ITO He TMOHMMasi, YTO OH CKa3al.
3atem OBICTPO KMBHYJIA.

— ...[Ja. 4 B nopsnke.

OHa ckazana 310 4yyTh nocnemHo. [foutn aBTOMaTUyecKH.
[ocne e€ oTBeTa B3I AjlekcaH/ipa CHOBa u3MeHwIcsA. OH cTan
MPEKHUM.

HesbipasutenbHbiM. Kak OyATO TOBKO UTO 33 JaHHBIN BOTIPOC
HUYero s Hero He 3Hauwi. OH oTBepHyscsa. M mocMotpen B
OKHO. Bynro pasroBop Obl1 okoHueH. Kapera npoposkaia msr-
KO MOKAYMBATHCS. 3a CTEKJIOM MEJIEHHO MPOIUIBIBATI OCOOHSI-
ku AnpOprka. Ho Bukrtopus yxe He cMoTpena Ha yauiry. OHa
orycTuia rojopy. M Tuxo mpukycuma ryoy.

B rpyau nosiBUsI0Ch CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO.

Hescuoe.

Hemuoro témoe.

Ho 0qHOBpEMEHHO HENOBKOE.

«MHe nokasanocb?..»

Ei1 BApyr BCIIOMHUJICS €70 TOJIOC.

CrokonHbIN.

HemHoro tuxui.

«Kak TBO€ camouyBcTBHE ?»

Ona He MorJ1a OOBSICHUTD TTOYEMY ...

Ho el moka3zayioch, 4TO B TOT MOMEHT AJIEKCAaHAP BCE-TaKU



HEMHOTO O Hell OeCIIOKOUJICS].
1 nveHHO mo3TOMy ceivac el ObUIO Tak CTPAHHO.

I'maBa 6

Oco6nsik cempr CanT-Kimap BcTpeuan rocreid Oe3ynpedHbM
MOPSAKOM Y TIOKa3HOW POCKOIIIBIO.

Kak ToNbKO Kapera OCTaHOBWJIACH Y IIMPOKUX MPAMOPHBIX
CTyTIeHel, TSKENbIe ABepH pacnaxHy/mch. Ha Kpbuibiie yxe cTo-
ST MapKu3.

— Bariie BoicouecTBo, 51 Tak TPOHYT, UTO Bbl HABECTUJIU HAC,
HECMOTPS1 HA TaKOW IJIOTHBIN IpaduK.

Mapkuz CaHt-Kisp moKJIOHWICS ¢ yYTUBOH YIbIOKOH. Ero
cenast 6opoaa ObUIa aKKypaTHO TIOJICTPUIKEHA, 4 B3TJISI]] — BHHU-
MaTeJIbHBIA M HACTOpOKeHHBIN. [1o 00e cTOpoHBI OT BXOAA BHI-
cTporyuch cayri. OUH 32 IPyruM OHU HU3KO CKJIOHSLIH TOJIO-
BBI TIepe]] BETUKKUM TePIIOTOM U €ro KeHOM.

AneKkcaHp BHIIIEN U3 KAPEThI IEPBHIM.

OH jaxe He 3aMe U HIar.

— MBbI He CMOEeM HAJI0NTrO 33/1ePKAThCSl, — XOJIOIHO MPO-
V3HEC OH, NOAHUMASACH 10 CTYNEHAM. — Y Hac BCE pacIUIaHU-
posano. [Ipouy Bac nOHATE.

Ero ronoc ObUT BeXJIMBBIM, HO B HEM SICHO CJIBIIIAJIOCH BbI-
COKOMEpHE YesIOBeKa, MPUBBIKIIETO He OObICHAThCS. Mapkus
JIMIITH KOPOTKO KHUBHYIL.

— Pagymeercs.



Auexcanap yxe BOIIEN B 0COOHSIK. BUKTOpUS clienoBana 3a
HuM. Korga oHa nepecrynuiia mopor, B rpyy HEBOJIBHO IMOSIBU-
JIOCh HEMPUATHOE YYBCTBO. DTOT JIOM...

Kaxapli1 kopuop, Kaxaas JJECTHUIIA, KaXk/Ibli 3BYK I11ar0B IO
MpaMoOpy XPaHWIU CIIMIITKOM MHOTO BOCIIOMUHAHMUA. B OCHOB-
HOM — HENpUATHBIX. [ JTaBHBIN 3271 BRITJISAE TOYHO TaK ke, Kak
Y paHblle: BHICOKUH MOTOJIOK, OTPOMHbBIE OKHA, TSIKEIIBIE JIIOCT-
pbl, KAPTUHBI B 30JI0YEHBIX pamax.

Bc€ 3neck kpuvano o GorarcTBe u craryce cembu. Ho mms
BukTtopun 310 MecTo Beera ObUIo XOMO0AHBIM. MapKku3a MosiBy-
Jack nocnenHer. OHa MeJIEHHO BOIIUIA B 3aJ1, OYATO KeJiast po-
W3BECTH BIIeUaTICHUE.

— Jlo6po noxanoBaTh, Benkwuii repiior, — Mpor3Hecia oHa
C MSITKOU YJIBIOKOU. — BoI0Ch, sl MMena HarsoCcTh MOOECTIOKOUTh
TaKOIo 3aHSATOrO YeJioBeKa.

AJiekcaHp Aake He U3MEHW BbIPAKEHU S JIUIIA.

— U Bc€ ke, — CIOKOWHO OTBETUJI OH, — 3Hasl, CKOJIbKO Y
MEHS JIeJT, BBl BCE PAaBHO HACTOSIIH, YTOOBI 5 TIpUEXall.

Ha mMraoBeHue Mii0 MapKu3bl UCKa3uiIoch. JIErkoe pasapa-
’KeHre MeJIbKHYJIO B e€ rna3ax. Ho yxe uepe3 cekyH1y OHa CHOBa
ybI0asiach Tak xe 6e33a00THO.

— Kak *aJib, 4TO BBl HE CMOKETE OCTAThCA HA yKUH, — CKa-
3ay1a OHa. — MOKeT ObITh, XOTS Obl HACJAJAUTECH YAETTUTUEM C
Hamu?

W3-3a MI0THOTO paciucaHus UM AeUCTBUTEIHEHO HYKHO ObLIIO
BEPHYTHCS BO JBOPELL JJO HACTYIUJICHUS BEYEPA.



Mapku3 3ayMYrBO TOIAAnT OOpoy.

— Mowu pblLIapu CerogHs MPOXOIAT IOJIEBYI0 IMOATOTOBKY.
Jl71s1 HUX ObLTO OBl OTPOMHOM YecThlo, ecii Obl Benukuii reprior
CMOT [IPUCYTCTBOBATD.

3areM OH nepeBEn B3MIAL Ha Bukropuio.

— Bukropusi, nokaxu Benmukomy repriory ocoOHsik. Ml 1o-
30BEM Bac, Korja Bc€ OyJieT FOTOBO K YaelUTHIO.

Omna Ha cekyHay pactepsiiach. E€ B3IIIs11 OCTOPOKHO CKOJIb3-
HyJ K Anekcanapy. OH CTOsT PSIZIOM € aOCOIOTHO PaBHOMYIII-
HBIM BbIpaxkeHueM juia. Ho 3atem ensa 3ameTHo KuBHYIN. Kak
OyaTo roBopsi: AecTByi cama. OHM HANPaBWIIKCH K JiecTHuULIEe. U
korja Bukropus Hauana nogHUMAThCs PAAOM C HUM, CTPaHHOE
YYBCTBO CHOBA IMOSIBUJIOCH B €€ TPY/IH.

ITOT AOM...

Omna Obl HM 32 UTO HE 3ax0TeJia BO3Bpalarhces cioaa. Kax b
yroJI HAOMUHAJI O TPOILIOM, KOTOpOe OHA Mpeanowia Obl 3a-
OBITb.

Ho cenyac...

[Mouemy-To eii ObLTIO CHIOKOMHEE.

Hagepnoe, notomy uto psiiom Obl1 Anekcanap. M myctb oH
BBITVISIIENT XOJIOAHBIM U OTCTPAHEHHBIM... €T0 MPUCYTCTBUE BCE
PaBHO Ka3aJ0Ch HAAEKHBIM. MBICITb 00 3TOM CllerKa B3BOJIHOBA-
Ja e€.

— 3Ir0... rajepes NOPTPETOB, — THUXO CKazaia Bukropus.
Oma npoBesna ero B JyIMHHbINA 3aJ1. CTeHbl ObLIH IMOTHOCTBIO TO-
KpbIThl KapTrHamu. [Toprpersl wieHoB cembu CanT-Kiap. Map-



KW3bl, MAPKH13a, TaJIbHUX POJACTBEHHHUKOB. JTO OblJIa camasi poc-
KoIITHas rajiepesi B ocoOHsike. Ho st Buktopun oHa Beerma Obl-
na Tsokeénor. CIMIIKOM MHOrO BocnoMuHaHuMi. OHa OTBEpPHY-
Jachk oT Kaptud. Ho Bapyr 3amerwiia, 4to AJIEKCaHIIp OCTaHO-
BuJjicsl. OH CTOsUT Tiepe]; OAHUM U3 TTOPTPETOB.

— Ax...

Bukrtopus nomgonuia onmuke. 1o Obl1 €€ moptper. KOHas ne-
BYIIIKa CHJEJIa Ha CTyJie, CJOXKUB PYKHU Ha KojeHsix. E€ nuiio
ObUIO CLIOKOMHBIM U MOYTU OE€33MOLIMOHAILHBIM. B ObLIO OKO-
JIO YeThlpHaALaTH jeT. BpeMms, korga oHa BHepBbIE BCTPETHIIA
Anekcanjpa.

Mapku3za KOrja-To Bo3paxajga MpOTHB TOro, YTOOBI STOT
MOPTPET BUCE 37ECh.

Ho ero Bcé paBHO octraBwmm. [[ist rocteit. UTOOH Moka3arh
JI0Yb CEMBHU.

AJiekcaH/ip CMOTpe Ha KapTUHY JOJTO.

OH He B3IVIsSIHY/I HY Ha OIMH APYroi nopTpeT. TobKo Ha TOT.
BuKTOpHS OCTOPOKHO OCMOTpESIa Ha €ro JIUIIO.

E€ cepartie Tvx0 3a0m10ch ObICTpEE.

«MokeT ObITb...OH BCIIOMHUT?..»

Cnaboe, MoYTH JETCKOE YYBCTBO OKUJAHUS TTOSIBUIIOCH BHYT-
pu He€. Ho Anexcannp Hudero He ckasasl. OH IpocTo CMOTpEIL.
Bukropus Toxe Monyasia. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHA TUXO ITPOU3HEC-
Jia:

— Ioiaémre gasnbiie... § cipliiana, 4To B APYrUX 3aj1aX €CTh
PabOTHI U3BECTHBIX XYJOXKHUKOB. BO3MOXHO, BaM OyleT WHTe-



PECHO.

Tonbko Torga Anekcanap OTBEN B3MIAL OT noprpera. U no-
cMmoTpen Ha He€. Ha MrHoBeHue Mx m1a3a BCTPETHIIACH. 3aTeM
OH PEe3KO pa3BepHYJICA U BhlIleN U3 raiepeu. Tak ObIcTpo, OyATo
KyJa-To crietmni. Buktopus nocriemuia 3a HuMm. M Bapyr 3ame-
TWJIA, 4TO €€ IEKa CTpaHHO ropsdas. OHa MallMHAJIBHO KOCHY-
Jack e€ nayipliaMu. Korna oHM BepHY/INCh B TJIaBHBIM 3aJ1, CIIyra
yKe KJIal Ux.

— Yaii roToB.

o nopore B yailiHy10 KOMHaTy Bukropus tuxo ckaszasna:

— Barre BricouecTBo... cmacu6o0, 4To HAaIUTH BpeMs TIoeXarh
CEro/IHs CO MHOM.

Anekcannp ymibs KuBHYJI. OH Huvero He orBetui. Ho cor-
HEYHBIN CBET, NMAAABIIANA U3 OKHA, KOCHYJICS €ro0 IJ1a3.

W Ha MrHOBEHME OHM MOKA3INCh YAUBUTEIBHO MATKUMHU.
BukTopusi HeBoJIbHO ynbIOHY1ach. COBCEM UyTb-UyTb.

— Bor BbI 111€, — cKazas mapkus. — [lpoiny, npucaxupaii-
TECh.

B cany, psaaoMm ¢ YailHBIM CTOJIOM, Y€ BCE ObLIO MPUTOTOB-
JieHo. B cropoHe TpeHrpoBasiuch philiapy. [JoxkuHa MyKUuH OT-
pabatrbiBasia yoapsl MedaMu. MeTasut 3BeHelT B BO3JIyXe.

Mapku3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl pacCcKasblBal O TPEHUPOBKAX, HO
BCKOPE PasroBOp MEPELIE K €ro JIEIaM.

— HenagHo s pacimpu cBoit 6usnec. Eciu Benvkwuii repiior
3aMHTEPECOBAH. ..

AJeKcaHzip cuaen COBEpIeHHO HermoaBrkHO. Ero mmio Obl-



JI0 paBHOAYIIHBIM. OH MOYTH HE pearupoBaj Ha CI0Ba MapKu3a.
Jnst Buktopuu a10 66110 HeoxuaaHHo. E€ oTelr Bcerna kazascs
€M CTPALIHBIM, BJIACTHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

Ho ceituac...

OH BBIIISAAET TTOUTH JKATKUM.

Mapkwusy SIBHO ObIJIO HETTPUATHO, YTO Pa3rOBOP HE CKJIA/IbIBA-
ercs. Yepes HEKOTOpoe BpeMs OH BHE3AITHO MOBEPHYJICA K Buk-
TOPHHU.

— Ox, Bukropus. He ynenuius jiv 1ol MHe MUHYTY? S Kynumn
1151 TeOsI yKpAIIeHUs U TIJIaThsI.

OH ynbIOHYJICSA U TOCMOTpen Ha Ajiekcanapa. ToT HUKak He
orpearvpoBai. OH nmpoaoKan HaOMoAATh 32 TPEHUPOBKOM Pbl-
Hapeu.

[TonyunB MosyanuBoe paspelieHue, Mapku3 noBeEn Bukro-
puI0 B HEOOJIBIYI0O KOMHATy. Kak TOJbKO 1BEphb 3aKpbLIach, OH
cpasy Mepewen K Jeny.

— Kak noxxuBaet BeJIMKUil repiior? — CIpoCcHl OH TUXO. —
ThI HE 3aMeTHIIa HUYETO MOIO03PUTENBHOTO?

— Ilono3purensHoro?..

Mapku3 HaxMypuiics.

— Sl umero B BUy... HE KaXeTcs Jiu TeOe, UTO OH BCTpeUaeTcst
C IpyTMMH KEHIMHAMU ?

Buktopus 3amepna. OHa HUKOrIa He gymaina o0 3toM. Ho mo-
CJIe ITUX CJIOB...

B rpynu nosiBUsoCh CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO.

Benp oHn ObLM KeHATHI yXke MHOro mecsieB. Ho OpauHoit



HOYM TaK M He OblI0. MapKu3 HETepreMBO HAXMYPHJICS.
— [louemy TbI MOTUHLIB?
BukTopus MeaJIEeHHO MoKavajla roJIOBOM.
— 41... He 3Ha10. OH OYEHb 3aHAT...

— Xa! — pe3ko nepedm e€ Mmapku3. — Torma yem Tol 3a-
HUMaeIibcsl B ero ocoOHske? Thl JOMIKHA 3HATH, TJIe HAXOIUTCS
TBOU MYXk !

OH pa3npax€HHO MOBBICUII TOJIOC.

Bukropus B3gpornyna. Ho Huuero He ckaszana. Mapkus pas-
Jpak€HHO LIEJIKHYJT A3bIKOM.

— ThI ucTIONIb30BasIa JIEKapCcTBO, KOTOpoe s Aaj tede?

Bukrtopus cpa3y BcnoMHuIa MajieHbkui piiakoH. OH 10 cux
op Jiexxan B Aimuke. OHa Jaxe He IPUTPOHYJIACh K HEMY.

— Emie ner...

— Tloyemy Thl Tak MeIMIIb? — PE3KO CKa3ajl MapKu3. —
W1 MHE caMoMy 3aCyHYTb 3TO JIEKapCTBO I'epLory B potT?

OH nponosmka pas3apaxeéHHO roBOpuTh. BuKTOpHA MoOnua
CIIylIana.

Hakonen oH B310XHYII.

— Bukropus, ciyiiai BHUMATEIbHO.

Ero B3 cTas XOJOAHBIM.

— Ecnu TBOI Opak C BEJIMKUM TeprioroM MpOBAIUTCA... Th
Ooutbilie He OyJIeIh MOCH JOYephIO.

OH ycMexHyJICSl.

— Ecnu He xovenb rHUTH Ha yJUIle, KaK TBOsI COOCTBEHHAs
Marth... Tl JOJDKHA POIUTH PeOEHKA.



Pyku Bukropuu cnerka npornymu. Ho He or crpaxa. A or
pa3oyapoBaHUS.

Kax eI pa3, Korga e roBopuiu o JeTsx... OHa 4yBcTBOBaJIa
ceOs1 He yenoBekoM. A Belbio. JlomaiHrmM ckotoM. Eif xoTenoch
3aKpbITh Y. Ho oHa sy omycruia ronoy. Y nponoimkaia
Modarb. Mapku3 pa3apaxkeHHO LOKHY A3BIKOM.

— 41 3Hat0, YTO BeNMKUIA repror ¢ To60i xonoaeH. laxe me-
pell UMIIepaTopoM.

OH TsXeN0 B3JOXHYIL

3amonro 1o cBagbObl BuKTOopry M AjekcaHapa MMIlepaTop
yiKe MBITAJICS POBEPUTD ETO.

[lo ero mpuka3y B mocreib AJjieKcaHapa TalHO OTIPABUJIM
sxeHumHy. ['padpunio. Mosonyio Bi1oBy. Y JOBOJIBHO U3BECTHYIO
paCIly THUILY.

Ecnu Obl BBISICHWIIOCH, YTO OH CIaJl C TaKOW JKEHIIIMHOW ero
Oe3yrpeuHas peryTaius Obula Obl yHUUTOXKEHA.

I'nmaBa 7

KoneuHo, ciyxu ocraBaiauch Juilb ciyxamyd. Ho Mapkus
CanT-Kisp cnuikoM XOpoIo 3Hau Ty KeHIMHY, YTOObI COMHE-
BAThCS, IOYEMY OHA COIJIACWJIACh HA 3TO MPEJIOKECHHE.

[IpekpacHasi rpadguHs yKe JAaBHO CJIaBWJIACh CBOEW PaCIly-
IIEHHOW *U3Hbl0. E€ KpacoTa OTKphIBaia nepej HeW JBEpH, a
CKaH/IaJIbl TOJIBKO MO0 peBaIM MHTEpec oomecTBa. s He€ 310
ObLIO He Oe3ymue, a CKopee ovepeHasi aBaHTIOpa — BO3MOX-



HOCTb OKa3aThCsl PSAJIOM C CAMbIM 3HAMEHUTBHIM Y€JIOBEKOM MM-
nepun. M Torga BCE Kazajmoch MOYTHA rapaHTUPOBAHHBIM. AJIEK-
CaH/Ip TOJBKO YTO BEpHYJICS ¢ BOMHBL ['epoil. MyxkuuHa, mpo-
HIeIIMiA yepe3 KpoBb U cMepTh. Mapku3 ObLT yBepeH, 4TO TI0-
cJle MecsIeB Ha Tiojie 0051, Cpe/iv Jlareper U Coljar, aaxe Takou
YeJIOBEK He CMOXKET YCTOSITh Tiepe]] COOa3HOM.

Ho Bcé€ BbIIILIO MHAYeE.

To¥i HOUBIO BO IBOPIIE MPa3AHOBAIN MTOOe Y. 3aJ1 ObLT HAITOJI-
HEH CMEXOM, MY3bIKOM Y BUHOM. BOWHBI, BEpHYBIIIUECS C BOW-
HbI, TOJJHUMAJTA OOKAJIbI, YAHOBHUKY MIPOU3HOCUIIA PEUH, a TIPH-
JIBOPHbIE J1aMbl BOCXUIIIEHHO CMOTPEIM HAa MOJIOIOrO Ieprora,
KOTOPBIN OAHUM TMOXOJIOM YKPEIUJI BJIUSIHUE UMITEPUH.

Anekcannp nwi. He nmoromy, yto xored.

A motomy, 4to 3TOro TpedoBasia atmocepa. OQuH TOCT cMe-
Hsuics ApyruM. W Korja HOYb yxke nepeBasinja 3a MOJIHOYb, OH
HAKOHEI| MOKWHYJ 3aJ1 U HallpaBWICSA B CBOM TMOKou. OH ObLI
YCTaBIIUM.

Pazapax€HHBIM.

N xoTtes TONbKO OJHOIO — THUIIHHBI.

Koraa nBepb cnajibHU OTKpbUIACh, OH cpasy 3ameTwi e€. Ha
€ro KpoBartu Jiexxana xeHiuHa. OOHaxEHHass. E€ nmHHBIE BO-
JIOCHI PACCHINAJIVCH TI0 TOAYIIKE, a TYOBl PACTSHY/IUCHh B JICHU-
BOM, COOJTa3HUTEIIBHOM YJIBIOKE.

OHa oxkuaasia, 4yto oH nopoueT. Ho Anekcanap gaxe He npu-
OJIM3HUIICA.

OH ocTaHOBMJICS.



[Tocmotpen Ha HeE.

W ero 1m0 crajno jaeIsHbIM.

UYepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT B CHAJIBHE YK€ CTOSUIM BCE CIIYTH,
OTBEYABIIIKE 32 €0 MOKOU.

OHu npoxanu.

Hexoropsle egBa IepXKaInuch Ha HOTax.

AJekcanap Mo4a CMOTpeJI Ha HUX.

— Kr0 1no3Bosui noctopoHHEMY 4eJI0OBEKY BOWTH B MOIO pe-
3UOEHIIUIO?

Ero ronoc 6su1 THXUM. HO 0T 3TOT0O OH 3BYYalt emg crpaiiHee.
Huxkro He otBeTwi1. Ha crienyromiee yTpo Bcex 3TUX CIIyT yBOJIH-
. be3 uckmovyeHui.

A Kora HOBOCTh pa3oliack no croiutie... ['padpuns Bue3an-
HO HCYe3JIa U3 CBETCKOM KHU3HU. CIMIIKOM IPOMKUM CKaHAAL
CrnuiikoM CHIBHBIN yap 1o e€ peryTarpi. OHa OoJIbllie HUKO-
I/1a He MOsIB/IsIach Ha Oanax W mpuémax. Mapku3 BCIOMHUHA
9TY UCTOPUIO C MPAYHOUN YCMEITKOM.

Torma oH maxke mModyBCTBOBaJ oOnerdenue. [loromy dYTO
MMEHHO I10CJI€ 3TOTO CTAJIO BO3MOKHO BbIIaTh BUKTOPHIO 3aMyx
3a Anekcanapa. Ho teneps... Tenepp BCE 1110 He Tak.

Mapku3 HepBHO HaxXMypwjcs. DTOT MYKYMHA ObUT XOJOJI-
HbIM. CIIMIIKOM X0I0gHbIM. OH Aepkal JUCTAHIIMIO Jake ¢ CoO-
CTBEHHOM keHou. V1 ofiHa ) 1bl, BO BpeMs pa3roBopa, AJeKcaHap
CKa3aJl CJIOBA, KOTOPBIE /10 CUX MOP HE J1aBajl MAPKU3Y MOKOSI.

«l He mymarto, 9To Korma-HuOydb y MeHsi OyJeT peOEHOK OT
Jouepn Mapku3za. Kaxapiii pa3, Korjga s CMOTPIO Ha HEE, s BUKY



e€ ora.»

Mapku3 ctucHyn 3yObl. Eciii AjlekcaHip permuT u30aBUThCS
ot Buktopuu... Ecnu on Hailaér cede npyryio xeHy... Bee ma-
HBI Mapku3a pyxHyT. OH Hayaja THXO OOpPMOTaTh, CIIOBHO Pa3ro-
BapHBasi caM C COOOM.

— Ecnu oH He MOXeT cam ynpaBJIsiTb CBOMM TEJIOM... TOT/AA S
Hal/1y BEUIECTBa, KOTOPbIE 3aCTaBSIT €r0 BHIIIOJIHUTb CBOM JIOJT.
BukTopus ciymana. U ¢ KaxkIpIM CJI0BOM €€ JIUIO CTAHOBUJIOCh
BCE OneHee.

— Kakum Obl KAaMEHHBIM OH HU ObUIT, — MPOJIOIKAIT MAPKU3,
— €CJIM OH BBINbET 3TO 3€JIb€, OH MPEBPATUTCS B 3BEPS.

— Yto?..

Tosnbko TENEPh CMBICT HaYaI AOXOAUTS J10 He€. To JiekapcTBo.
Manenbkuii ¢pyiakoH. OH He ObUT JIeKapCTBOM. DTO ObUT Hap-
KOTUK. BUKTOpUS MOYyBCTBOBAJA, KaK €€ pyKH HAYMHAIOT JIPO-
*aTh. OHa BCIIOMHUJIA SAIIMK B CBOoel KoMHaTe. PJIaKoH BCE eInié
Jiexat TaM. MbIC/Ib O TOM, UTO Takasi BEIllb BCE 3TO BpEMsI HaXO-
JWJIACh PAIOM C HEW, 3aCTaBUjIa €€ NoXonoAeTs. Mapkus 3ame-
TUJI BBIPAXKEHUE €€ JINIIA.

OH HaKJIOHWICS OJIMKE M TUXO TPOIIETITa:

— He nymaii Hu o uém. [Ipocto nenai To, 4TO s TOBOPIO.

Ero ronoc cran XoaoaHbiM.

— TOJBKO TaK ThI, 1 ¥ HAIlIA CEMbSI BBIKMBEM.

OH IpOAOIIKUIL, OYTH HIEMOTOM:

— 4 nam tebe BcE HeoOxomumoe. Beg, uto Tedbe HyKHO —
3TO WCIIONIBb30BATh WX Ha repuore. Torga BCE MOMAET Tak, Kak



JOJIKHO.

Mapku3 NOoNoKUI PyKH Ha €€ TJICUn.

Ero nanplpl cxxaanuch CUIbHEE.

— Tlonumaenin?

Bukrtopus cMoTpena Ha Jiiio otiia. B ero riaszax He Obl10 HU
KaIuiv Teria.

TospKO pacuer.

Omna kpenko 3axmypuiack. I MenneHHo kuBHy/a. Mapkus
cpazy ormyctui e€. Ha ero siuiie nosiBuiach JOBOJIbHAS YBIOKA.

— BoT 3T0 MO# 1OYD.

OH crierka noxJjonain e€ 1o mieyvy.

— Tloiipém obpatHO. Ecni Mb1 OyeM OTCYTCTBOBATh CJIMIII-
KOM JIOJITO, TePIIOT MOXET YTO-HUOY/Ib 3ar003PUTb.

OH BbIIIEN W3 KOMHATHL. [IBEpb TMXO 3akpbliach. BUkTopus
ocTajach OJHa.

E€ pyku Bcé emé apoxanu. OHa crenuia najiblibl, MbITAsCh
yHATH 3Ty Ipoxb. Illok He mpoxogui. Mbicib O TOM, YTO ei
MpeasaraioT CIenarh...

Bbu1a mouTy HEBLIHOCUMOM.

«JlaTb cBOEMy MYXy HapKOTHK... YTOOBI MpeBpaTuTh €ro B
3Beps...»

Omna memyieHHo BoxHya. M 3acraBwia ceds uaru. Korga ona
BEpHYJIach B cajl, AJIeKCaHp CUEI 32 YalHbIM CTOJMKOM. OH
HaOJTo/1aT 32 TpeHUPOBKOM poiliapeii. Korga Bukrtopus momo-
114, OH MOBEPHYJI roioBy. M X B3MIs1bl BCTPETHIIUCH.

Cepnue Bukropuu apornyno. OHa HEpPBHO BAOXHYJA. Bcrwo



KU3HDb €€ YUMIU ObITh MMOCTYIIHOM JI0YEPBIO.

Mapku3 KOHTPOJIMPOBAJI €€ PEIIEHUS.

Ee cnosa.

E€ cynp0y.

Ho ceituac...

OHa He MorJIa BBIIIOJIHUTB €r0 MPUKa3s.

[ToTomy 4TO 3TO O3HAYAIO OBl HABPEAWTH AJICKCAH/IPY.

A oHa...

Hecmortpst HU Ha yTO...

He xorena npuunHATh eMy Bpen. OHa meutana o apyrom. O
TUXUX OTHOIIEHUSIX. [ Ie OHM MOTJIM ObI IOCTENEHHO Y3HAThH IPYT
apyra. I'ne 3a6ota Obla Obl HacTosIIEeN. A He BbIHYKeHHOU. He
JOCTUTHYTOM C TMOMOIIBIO JIEKAPCTB U OOMaHa.

— Tenepb Mbl MOKEM UITH?

I'onoc Anekcangpa nmpo3Byuan cnokornHo. Ho kak Bcergja —
XOJIOAHO.

N, kak Bcerna, ot 31010 B rpyay BUkTopnn TMXO0 3aHBUIO CEPA-
1e.

keksk

KomHarsl yxe norpyxajmch B MArKue BeuepHue TeHu. Mx no-
CJIEIHMI J€Hb B UMIIEPATOPCKOM JIBOPILIE MPOIIEN YIUBUTEIBHO
CIIOKOMHO — 0€3 CKaH[aJIoB, 6e3 HEOKUIAaHHBIX BUSUTOB U 03
npuABOpHOI cyeThl. Ho opora oOpatHo B pe3ujeHumo Bemm-
KOIo repliora okasajach jaoiarou. Kapera tpsciaach Ha KAMEHHbIX
JOporax NoYTH MOJIAHS, ¥ KOTAa HAKOHEI] OKA3aJIMCh 3HAKOMbIE
BOPOTA, COJIHIE YK€ MEJIEHHO KJIOHWJIOCh K TOPU30HTY, OKpa-



MBasi HeOO B TEIUIBIA 30JI0THCTO-PO30BBIN IIBET.

BukTtopusi 4yBCTBOBajia CTpaHHyl0 ycTajocTb. He cTONbKO
(puzmyeckyto, ckonbko BHyTpeHHIOW. Korja gakel mouTuTebHO
NIPEJIOKUII MOJATh Y)KHUH, OHA JIUIIb TUXO OKayajia roJI0BOM.

— Her... 6naromapio.

E€ ronoc mpo3Byuas MArko, HO Kak Oynro aaneko. OHa cpa-
3y HampaBuIach B CBOU MOKOW. Bosne nBepu yxe xiaia Bu-
BbeH. Kak Bcerja akkypaTHasi, C UA€aIbHO YJI0KEHHBIMU BOJIO-
CaMU Y TOW CaMO UCKPEHHE! YIbIOKOI, KOTopast Jesiajia e€ nmpu-
CYTCTBHE€ HEMHOTO YCIOKAUBAIOIIIMM.

— Benukas repriorunsi! — pajioCTHO MPOU3HEC/A OHA. —
Kak nporiuia Bama noesaka? Bel, 1071:KHO ObITh, ycTanu?

BuxkTopust uyTh yabIOHyIaCh.

— Jla... HeMHoTO.

OHa cHsiJIa IepYaTKy U TUXO CIPOCUJIA:

— V 1ebs Bcé xoporo?

— Koneuno, Baire BricoyectBo. He kenaere nu cHadasa ne-
peonerbcs?

— [a, noxanyicra.

BuBbeH nomoria eii CMEHUTb TIOPOKHOE IJ1aThe Ha JIETKOE J10-
MarHee. TkaHp ObUTa MATKOW M CBOOOIHOM, M KOTa TSXKEJIBIN
KOpCEeT HaKoHel ucue3, BUKTOpUsi MOYYBCTBOBaJIA, KaK €€ Iijie-
Y1 HEMHOTO pacciadmirch. Ho criokoicTBYe JTUI0Ch HEJIONTO.
BepHyBiuch B cniajibHI0, OHa cpa3y HarpaBwiach K mkady. Eé
niaru craiav MejieHHee. OHa oTkpbuia Amuk. Pyku cierka gpo-
JKaJld, KOrJja OHa Havajla UCKaTh IKATYJKY, CIIPSITAHHYIO B ca-



MOM J1aJIbHEM yri1y. MaJileHbKYI0, TEMHYIO, C TIPOCTBIM JIATYHHBIM
3aMKOM. B Hen nexanu nucbMa OTLA... U TOT CaMbli (PJIAKOH.
Korna nasbiibl KOCHYJIMCH iepeBa, OHA OOJIErYEHHO BBIIOXHYJIA.

Ho B cnenyioliiee MrHoBeHue e€ JibixaHue 000pBasioCh.

— Yro?..

E€ rosioc npo3syy4ait oyt MIENOTOM.

[Ikatynka Obl1a OTKpBITa. BukTOpUs ObLIa yBepeHa, uTo 3a-
nupaia e€. OHa OCTOPOXXKHO MOJHSJIA KPBILIKY.

I[Tycro.

dnakoHa He ObLIO.

[Tucem Toxe.

KpoBb MeMJIEHHO OT/IMIIA OT €€ JIUIIA.

OHa HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/] TPOCTO CMOTpeJia BHYTPb, CJIOBHO Ha-
JIeSICh, YTO MPEAMETHI BAPYT NOABATCSA TaM CHOBA.

— BuBbeH...

['onoc e€ gpornyn. 'opHryHas Kak pa3 3ampasJisijia IOCTENb
U cpa3y 0OepHyJach.

— Jla, Bamre BricouectBo?

— T#i... He youpanachk 31ech? B 3ToM mikady?

BuBbEH yIMBIEHHO CKJIOHMJIA TOJIOBY.

— Her, s He Tporana atot mkad. A 4To cydmnoch? Yto-To
npornasno?

Ecnu 310 Obl1a HE BuBBEH...

Torma xto?

OpHa U3 cityKaHOK.

BuKTOpHS MeAIeHHO 3aKpblia MIKATyJIKy. E€ nBrkenus Obum



CHOKOMHBIMU, HO BHYTPH BCE CKUMAJIOCh.

— BuBbeH... He MorJ1a OBl THI TPUBECTUA TOPHUYHBIX, KOTOPHIS
youpanvch B Moeil KoMHare?

— Koneuno! 4 ceituac.

Korma aBepp 3akpbuiace, Bukropus ocranace oqHa. OHa Ha-
yaJia Xxoautb 1o KoMHare. MeuienHo. Illar 3a marom.

«[TuckMa... He Tak crpamHo. OHY ObUTM 0OBIYHBIMEU. OTel IMHU-
caJt 0 e€ 37J0pOBbE, O MOJTOKEHUN CEMbH, O HEOOXOIUMOCTU OBITh
ocTopoxHo#. Hrdero, 4o Morio Okl BHI3BaTh CEPhE3HBIE MTOJI0-
3peHHUS.

Ho dnaxkos...

310 OBLIO JIpyToe.

Eciu KTO-TO MOHSI, YTO 3TO 3a JIEKAPCTBO...»

Ee€ cepnue cxanoce.

OHa OCTaHOBUJIACh Y OKHA U TITyOOKO BIOXHYJIA.

«HyXHO yCIOKOUTBCS. »

Yepes HECKOJIbKO MUHYT JIBEpb CHOBA OTKPbUIACh. BUBbEH BO-
1112 BMECTE C HECKOJIbBKUMY TOPHUYHBIMMU.

— Bainie BeicouecTBo, s ipuBesia Tex, KTo yOupascs B Ballei
CHaJibHE MOCTIEJHUE JHH.

Chy)xaHKU BBICTPOUJIUCH B PsIJ 1 HU3KO MOKJIOHWIMCH. Ha nx
JIMIAX YUTAIOCh OECTTOKOMCTBO. OHM SIBHO HE IOHUMAJIH, 3a9€M
YX BBI3BAJIN.

Bukrtopus nocrapanack roBOPUTh CIIOKOMHO.

— Kr0-HuOYAb U3 Bac Tporaj MIKaTyJKy B 3TOM SIIIUKe?

OHa ykazana Ha mkad. CiyxkaHK cpa3y NoKadajau rojaoBa-



MH.

— Ciy’)kaHKM HEe UMEIOT MIpaBa TPOraTh BEIIX FOCHOXKHM. ..

— 51 BUIeIa IKATYJIKY, KOT/Ia yOrpasiach, HO He TPUKacaiach
K HEW.

Wx nuiia BeITIISAIEIM UCKPEeHHE pacTepsiHHbIME. [Tocse KkopoT-
KOro MOJTYaHus1 BUKTOpHS KMBHYIA.

— Xopomo. Moxere uaTu.

OHu OBICTPO MOKJIOHUJIMCH ¥ BBIIILIH.

B xomHarte cHOBa CTajIo THUXO.

«KT0 %€ Torma...»

— Bare BricouecTBo.

Huzkuii MysKCKOM ToJIOC MPO3BYYaJl 32 €€ CIIUHON. BUukTOopus
B3/IpOTHYJIA.

AJnekcaHgp yKe CTOSI B IBEPSX.

OH npoI€n MUMO TOPHUYHBIX, KOTOPbIE TOPOIIUBO OKUHY-
JIM KOMHATy M 3aKpbUIA JIBepb. Ternepb OHU OCTAJIUCh BIBOEM.
OH 11og01IEN OIMKe.

Ero 1o, kak Bceraa, HI4Yero He BbIPakao.

— Yro T8I fenana?

— 41... mpocTo Koe 0 YEM crpaimBaa CaykKaHoK.

OHa cMoTpena Ha Hero ¢ JIErkuM HegoymeHneM. OH penko
TIPUXOAWI B €€ KOMHATY 0e3 TIpeIyIpeKaeHusI.

AJekcaHip MeIJIeHHO OIJIsiie] KOMHATy. 3aTeM CHOBa I1O-
CMOTPpEJI Ha HEE.

— JlymMaro, Thl 4YTO-TO MCKaJa.

Bukropus Haxmypuiiace.



— ...Uro?

OH nomHsAI PyKy.

— CnyyvaitHo, He 3T0?

E€ npixaHue ocTaHOBMIIOCH. B ero masbiiax ObLT TOT CaMblil
(pnakoH.

MaJieHbKUY CTEKJISTHHBIN ITy3bIPEK.

Tot camblid.

— Ilouemy...

Eé€ miaza gpornynu. Ajekcanap cCMOTpes HA HE€ BHUMATEb-
HO.

— 9T0 TO, 0 YEM THI CIIpaIIUBajIa CIyKaHOK.

OH cpenan miar 6mke. PacctosiHue Mexay HUMU COKpaTu-
JIOCb.

— 3auem Tebe 3710?

['yon Buktopum 3agpoxkanu. OHa J0/DKHA ObUTa CKas3arh.
Ckazarb mpaBy. Uto oHa faxe He 3HaJla, 4TO ITO 3a JIEKAPCTBO.
Yro codupanack BeiOpocuTh ero. Ho ciosa He Beixoquii. ['opiio
OY/ITO CXAJIOCh.

[ToTtomy 4TO OHA MOHMMAJIA...

Kaxk Ob1 910 HU 3ByUasio. Jllo6oe oObsicHeHre OyIET BBITJISIIETh
orpaaanueM. Ho Gosbliiie Bcero e€ myraim ero riasa.

Onu cranm xonoaHee.

['opasno xononHee.

— ThI Bcerga Ben€ib ce0st Tak HEBUHHO. .. — THUXO CKa3aJl OH.
Ero ronoc 6bu1 criokoiiHeiM. Ho 1ojt 3TUM CHIOKOWMCTBUEM UyB-
CTBOBAJIACH 3JI0CTb.



— Kak Oyaro HU4Yero He 3Haelllb.

OH nopHsAI (JIaKOH YyTh BBIILIE.

— A s ¥ He 3HaJI, 4TO y TeOs €CTh AOCTYI K appoAn3naKy Juist
COOCTBEHHOIO MYyXa.

Ha ero ry6ax nosiBuiach XonogHas ycMelika. Beero Ha Mrao-
BeHre. Ho atoro 6o gocrarouHo. Hacrpoenue Anekcannpa
UCTIOPTUJIOCh.

CuJbHo.

W npuumHO 3TOMY CHOBa CTaJla OHa.

I'naBa &

B tot nenn, korma Buktopusi 6e3 paspeleHus ycHyJa B €ro
CHaJIbHE BO JBOpLE, AJIEKCAaHAP HCIBITANT CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO.
CHavyasia — paznapaxenue. OH TeprieTh HE MOT, KOrja KTO-TO
BTOprajicss B €ro ImpocTpaHcTBO. Ero mokou ObLIM OIHUM W3
HEMHOTHUX MECT, IJIe OH MOT TTO3BOJIUTh ce0e TUIIMHY U OIMHO-
YeCTBO. A Tenepb TaM, Ha €ro JMBAHE, JIeKala OHA — JI0Yb 4Ye-
JIOBEKa, KOTOPOTro OH HeHaBU 1eJ1 OOJIbIIe BCEro.

Ho korma o mopommén Onmvke v yBuaen eé juio...Yto-to B
€ro Tpyay Ha MIHOBeHUe IporHyno. E€ apixaHue ObUIO HEpOB-
HBIM, JI00 BJIKHBIM OT XosiogHoro nota. Iéku mooneaHenu go
00JIe3HEHHOW TTPO3PAYHOCTH.

Omna OblJ1a HE MPOCTO CIIAIIEH.

Omna Oblj1a 00JIbHA.

[Toatomy oH BbI3BaJI Bpaua. Ho naxke otaaBas nmpukas, AJiek-



CaHJp NPEKPACHO NMOHUMAJl — €MY BCE PABHO.

7KuBa OHa WM yMPET — 3TO HE UMEJIO JJI HErO 3HAYCHHUS.
WNuorpa emy iaxke Ka3ajioch, 4To ObLIO OBl TIPOIIIE, ecv Obl OHA
yMepia. Torza sTa HaBsi3aHHas CBA3b Mcye3sa Obl cama coOOM.

N BcE *xe...

OH Bc€ paBHO TO3BaJ Bpada. Bo3MOXHO, 3TO OBUIO JIMIIIb
MI'HOBEHHOE 4YBCTBO.

Kaocrts.

C10BO, KOTOpPOE COBEPIIEHHO HE MOAXOOWJIO AJIEKCAHAPY
Bunuecrepy.

— XOJIOIHO...

Ona Opennia. Heckonbko yacos.

JIekapCTBO MOCTENEHHO CHUKAJIO Kap, HO €€ TEJIO BCE ele
APpOXano, OyATO e ObLIO XOJOJHO AaXe MO TSHKETBIM OJEsIIOM.
AJIeKCaHp CTOAT y OKHA U IIOYTH HE CMOTpe Ha He€. [louTw.

MHorza ero B3I BCE e CKOJIB3UI B CTOPOHY KpoBath. OHa
Ka3aJlach CTPAHHO MaJIEHBKOU.

CiMIKoM XpyIKou.

Crycrsa Bpems e€ Beku JporHy/v. OHa oTkpeiia miaza. OHu
ObLIM BJIQKHBIMU — CJIOBHO OHA TOJIBKO YTO I1JIaKaja BO CHE.

— ...Bame BricouectBo?

E€ rosnoc ObLT TUXVIM U pacTepsIHHBIM.

Ha MraoBenue Anekcanp o4yBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHOE YyBCTBO.

Ilepen HUM cujena XKEHIIMHA C HETIPUATHO KPacHBBIMU IJ1a-
3amu. Te camble maza. OHM HanomMuHaM emy mMapkusa. U on-
HOBPEMEHHO COBEPIIEHHO He ObUIM HA HETro MOXOXH.



Mapkuz Canr-Kisp ObuT 4enoBeKOM MPOCTBIM 1Sl TOHUMA-
Hus. Ero mpiciy Bceraa IBUralvch B OQHOM HAINPABICHUH —
BJIACTb, BBITO/1A, KOHTPOJIb.

Ho Bukropus...

Ona 6buta apyroi. E€ 6b10 TpynHO npountars. MHOrma ona
Kas3aJach MOKOPHOM M TUXOU. MHOrma — ympsamon. A uHOrzma
€€ Ia3a CTAaHOBUJIMCh TAKUMHU MCKPEHHUMM, YTO 3TO BbI3bIBA-
J0 pazppaxenue. [loromy uro AnekcaHap He MOHMMaJl — 3TO
MpaB/ia Wi JIUIIb UrPa.

— ... — oHa TopormBo 3aropopwia. —  mpocTo xoresna
KOE-4TO BaM CKa3aTb. 51 mpuiuia cioia He B HaJekAe Ha YTO-TO
[OJIOOHOE. ..

Omna nomnbitanack Bcrath. CuikoM pe3ko. E€ Horu He Beiaep-
*ay. OHa COCKOJIb3HYJIA C KPOBAaTH M MOYTH PyXHYJa HA IOJ.
ToHKMI 3BYK yAapa 3XOM pa3Jajcs B KOMHaTe. AJIEKCaHJp Ha-
XMYPHIICSL.

OH He NoHUMaJ, NoYeMy €€ MaJIEHbKOE TEJIO B 3TOT MOMEHT
BBITJISIZIENIO TAKMM OeCIOMOITHBIM. V e1mg MeHbIIie OH IOHUMAJT,
1oYeMy, Korja OHa ¢ TPyJOM IOIBITAJIACh IOAHATHCS U CECTh Ha
T0JTy, B €r0 I'PYIM BO3HUKJIO CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO.

[Tourw...

Buna.

AnekcaHJp pe3Ko OTBEIN B3MJIsA. DTO YYBCTBO ObUIO UYyKUM.
HenpuemniempiM. DTa keHIMHA HE MMeJia IIpaBa BbI3bIBATh Y
Hero Takue sMoiuu. Jlaxke ecim Ol y Hero ObUTO BCE BpeMs MUPa,
OH HUKOT/Ia ObI HEe MOTPATHII ero Ha Joub Mapku3a Cant-Kiap.



Tenepb, B HACTOSAIIEM, OH JIEpPKaJl B pyKaxX MaJ€HbKUIN CTEK-
nstHHBIA (priakoH. Ha HEM eficTBUTEILHO ObLa HAIIHCh.

— 9M... Bamie BoicoyecTBo... TO HE TO, UTO sl UCKAJA. ..

Bukrtopus cmorpena Ha Hero nouytu ymonswouie. E€ raza
CHOBA OBbLITM TAKVMH K€ — UCKPEHHUMH, BJIA)KHBIMU, TOTOBBIMU
BOT-BOT HANlOJIHUTBCS CJIE3AMM.

— Xa...

Anekcanap Thxo ycMexHyscsi. CKONbKUX JIofel OHa yxe 00-
MaHyJj1a TUM JIMLOM?

Hecsatku?

Cotan?

Ha MraoBeHue OH ouyBCTBOBA, KaK pa3JpaKeHUE BCIIbIXU-
BaeT BHYTPHU.

MBpIC/ib O TOM, YTO OH MOT BBIITUTB ITO 3€JIbE U TPEBPATUTHCS
B 0€3yMHOE JKMBOTHOE... 3aCTaBUJa €r0 YCMEXHYThCS eIllé XO-
sonHee. OH MPeKPacHO 3HaJ, YTO 3TO 3a BEILECTBO.

EMmy He cocTaBuiio Tpy/ia BbISICHUTD.

Heckonpko gHeW Ha3ag OOWH W3 €ro CIyr NOACTYIIal pas3ro-
BOD.

— Baiie BoicouectBo, Mapku3 Cant Kisp TaiiHO cBsi3asics ¢
Benukoit repiiorusei.

Cnyra mepenan emy 3anucKy. B Hell ObIIO 3amvcaHO TOYTH
CJIOBO B CJIOBO.

Mapku3 npukaszan Bukropum ucnonb3oBaTh JIEKAPCTBO Ha
repiiore.

A Buxkropus...



OTtBeTWIa, YTO CHIEIaET ITO.

[TpounTaB nuceMo, AsleKcaHIp HE MPOSIBUJ HUKAKUX 3MO-
uuii. OH npocto oTaa npukas. OObICKaTh €€ KOMHATY.

Kaxapli1 yrou.

Kax e aimuk.

Korpa sony BEpHY/IMCh, OHU MPUHECIN TO, YTO OH OXMJAJ
YBUJETb.

dnakoH.

N nucema.

DTO BEIIECTBO MHOTAA UCIIONB30BAIN KaK CPEICTBO AJIs BO3-
Oyxaenus. Ho ato Ob1 He OOBIYHBIN Tperapar. B Hero Obl-
71 70OABJIEHBI FAJUTIOIIMHOTEHbl — PEJKHUE UHTPEIMEeHTHI, KOTO-
pble TallHO paclpOCTPAHSIIUCH CPEAN HEKOTOPBIX ABOPsiH. [locne
HETO YeJIOBEK Tepsul KOHTPOJb. V1 HE TONBKO HajJ CBOMM Xeja-
HUEM.

— $l... a1 HuUKOrga He coOMpanach UCTOIB30BATh ITO Bele-
ctBo! — ronoc Bukrtopun copBaicsa. — $1 codupanack BHIOpO-
CUTB €ero!

Omna orcrynuia Ha3aj,.

Ucnyranuas.

PacrepsiHHasi.

OryasnHas.

Ho Anekcanap yxe He cymiall.

— JlJ1s1 MEHS 5TO HE UMEET 3HAUYEHHU .

OH nepedut e€ CIIOKOMHO. 3aTeM MeIJIEHHO OTKPbUT (HJIAKOH.
3amax TpaB M rOpe4d MOJHSIICA B BO31yX. OH HaKJIOHWI PYyKY.



N BbuUMI conep:kUMOe Ha TION0N €€ TuiaThs. KUJIKOCTh BIIUTA-
Jack B 6enyio TkaHb. [Tomon MrHoBeHHO noteMHed. [IsTHo pac-
MOJI3JI0Ch 10 TKaHU. Buktopus 3acteiia. CJI0BHO HE BEpUIIA TO-
MY, YTO MPOUCXOJIUT.

— BaxxHO TOJILKO OIHO, — XOJIOAHO cKa3zai Ajnekcanap. OH
CMOTpeJT Ha He€ Oe3 BCAKOTO BhIPAKEHHUS.

— Tenepb y MEeHsI HET HU OJTHOW MPUYMHBI YBaXKaTh TEOSI.

E€ ma3za Hayaiu kpacHeTb. OHa cMOTpesa Ha MCIIOPUYEHHOE
TIaThe, CJIOBHO 3TO OBLJIO HE MPOCTO MATHO. A UYTO-TO ropaszio
Ooipiiee. YTO-TO OKOHUATENILHO CIIOMaHHOE. AJIeKcaHap Opo-
cui mycroi (piakoH Ha nos. CTeKJIo pa3oMIoch ¢ Pe3KMM 3BY-
koM. BukTtopus B3apornysia. OHa noaHsiia riiasza Ha Hero. Eé ry-
OBl TpOKaJIH.

— Barme BricouecTso...

Ho Anekcannp yxe orBepHysics. OH Jaxe He CTajl CIyllaTh.
IBepb pacnaxHysack. M yepe3 MrHOBeHHE C TPOMKUM yIapoM
3aKpbLIaCh 32 HUM.

B xomHare ocranach TOJIBKO THUIIIMHA.

N Buxkrtopus, crosuias cpeau OCKOJKOB CTEKJIA.

sksksk

— IlocmoTpu... OHa CHOBA 3/€Ch.

— Heyxenu en He Hafgoeno?

— Ecim ero BeicouecTBO €€ UTHOPUPYET, MOYEeMy OHa Mpo-
JIOJKAET MPUXOAUTD?..

IIEnoT cityr TMXO pacTeKascs Mo IJIaBHOMY 3aJ1y, KaK XOJIOA-
HBIU BETEP.



Bukropus cisimana kaxaoe cioBo. Ho He ocraHOBWJIACh.
OHa npocTO MpolIa MUMO, CJIOBHO HUYETO HE MTPOU3O0IILIO.

E€ maru OputM Me/IJICHHBIMU, aKKYPaTHBIMU — TaK, KaK y4u-
mu B agerctBe. CrivHa npsimasi, og0opoIOK ciierka noausT. Jlo-
Oast Apyrasi KeHIIMHA, YCIIBIIIAB TAKKe Pa3rOBOPHI, MOCTIEIINIIA
6wl yiitu. Ho Buktopus mpogomkasia mpuxoauTb. Yike HeCKOMb-
Ko aHeu noapsa. Kaxnoe yrpo.

Kax bl pa3 HaziesCh, YTO CErOHs OH BCE-TAKU OCTAHOBUTCS
Y BBICITYLIAET €€.

Ho Anekcanap He pa3roBapuBall C HEW.

OH Oyaro nepecran e€ 3ameyarsb. CJIOBHO OHa ObLla He YeJio-
BEKOM, a YacTbio MeOes B COOCTBEHHOM JIOME.

N Bce xe Bukropus He cnaBasiach.OH MMeEN MPABO 3JIATHCA.
Mmen npaBo HelpaBUIbHO NMOHATH €€. Ho OHa He MoIIa 1o3Bo-
JIUTh 3TOMY HEAOPa3yMEHMIO OCTaThCsl MEX/J1y HUMHU HaBCErja.
Omna noirkHa Obl1a OOBACHUTHC.

— Baiuie Bricouectso.

Korna Anekcanip BOIIEN B TPUXOXKYIO, BOKPYT HETO Cpazy 00-
pa3oBajoCh MPUBbIYHOE JIBHKeHUE. CITyrv OKJIOHWIKCh, OTCTY-
nas K creHaM. OH MPOUIEN MUMO HUX, HE OCTAaHABIMBAsSCh. BbI-
COKHH, TIPSIMOM, B TEMHOU (pOpME — CJIOBHO BBICEUEHHBIN U3
kamusA. Y nporuen mumo Bukropun.

CnoBHo e€ Tam He Obuto. OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KAK BHYTPH
4TO-TO OOJIE3HEHHO Cckajochk. Ho BCE paBHO mocnennia 3a HUM.

— Baiie BeicouecTBo... MOJ0KAUTE MUHYTY.

OH yxe no4tu Jo1eENn 1o asepHoro nmpoéma. M rorna Bukro-



pusl caenasia To, Yero HUKOrja paHblie He ocMmenuBaiack. OHa
CXBaTWJIa €ro 3a PyKy. AJIEKCaHAP PE3KO OCTAHOBUIICS.

Ero B3mis1 MeIJIEHHO OITyCTUIICS Ha €€ MaJIblibl, CKaBIIIUE PY-
KaB €r0 MyHAMpA.

3areM OH IMOHAJ IVIa3a Ha He€. B ero B3miane He ObUIO HU
YOUBJICHHUS.

Hu terna.

Tonpko xonomn.

Bukropust nepxana ero pyky o0enmu JIaJIoHsIMH, OyaTo 0osi-
JIaCh, UTO OH UCUYE3HET, €CJIM OTIYCTUT. EE€ 10 OO OIMyIIeHo.

— OpHy MUHYTY... IOKATYUCTA... TOTOBOPUTE CO MHOM.

E€ ronoc 3Byuyai tuxo. Ho oruasiHHo.

AJleKcaH/Ip CMOTpEJT Ha HEE HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ. 3aTeM THXO
CKaza:

— Iloyemy Thl HUKAK HE OCTAHOBUIIILCS ?

OH nepeOu €, rpesk/ie YeM OHa ycriesa CKa3aTh 4To-TO ellle.

— PasBe 51 He roBopu Tebe? — MPOIOIKUI OH XOJIOJHO. —
BosnepxuBaiicst OT MOJOOHBIX BUBUTOB TIO YTPaM.

— MHe HyXHO cKa3arb BaM KOe-4To...

Ha stot pa3 Bukrtopus roopuia tBépke. OHa nogHsa ro-
JoBy. Ho B OTBeT ero B3IUIsi] CTasl TOIBKO XOJIOIHEE.

— Ilouemy Thl HE MOHUMAEIIL? — €rO rOJIOC CTaJl JIEASHbBIM.
— $1 He ucTHITHIBAIO K TeOE HY Karlli YBaXKEHUSI.

DTU CJIOBa yHAJIU MEKAY HUMH, KaK TSKEBIA KAMEHb.

— Tak 4TO HEe HYXKHO 3TUX UTP.

OH cMoTpen npsAMo Ha Hee.



— IIpocTo ocraBaiicsi B cBoel KOMHATe.

BukTopus crosina HenogsukHO. CHapy:Xy OHa BBIIJISAENA
CITOKOMHOM.

Ho e€ pyku apoxanu.

Ciyru BOKpyr 3aMepJu.

HekoTopble ykpaakon nepersisiiblBaIuCh.

Bce B 3amke 3Hanu, 4To repuor XojJoAeH K cBoeu xkene. Ho
YBUETh 9TO CBOMUMM IJIa3aMH... bbuto coBceM apyrum. Bamisin
Anekcanpa ObUT He TIPOCTO XOMOAHBIM. OH OBUT KECTOKUM.

— Ecnu TBOEI 11€7ThI0 OBLIO UCIIOPTUTH MHE YTPO, — CKaz3all
OH, — MOJeIllb CYUTATh, YTO TeOe ITO YAAIOCh.

OH pe3Ko CTpsiXHYJ €€ pyKy. BUKTOpHSs HE COMPOTUBIISIACD.
E€ nmanpLpl MpOCTO pa3kaauch. AJIEKCAHAP Pa3BEPHYJICS U YILEL.
UYepes MrHOBEHHE €10 I1arv pAaCTBOPWIIMCH 3a IBepblo. OHa ocTa-
jack oaHa. IIIénor ciyr cHoBa 3ameBenuicsa BOKpyr Hee. Ho te-
niepb OH 3Byuan tuiie. OHU OBICTPO Pa3OILLIHUCH IO CBOMM Me-
cram. HUKTO He XOTe 0Ka3aThCsl CIUIIKOM OJTM3KO K 9TOMY YHH-
xeHnto. Korna 3an onycren, BUktopusi MejieHHO OTBEPHYJIaCh.
E€ nuiio OpUI0 COBEPIIICHHO CIIOKOMHBIM.

Hexkorna 0pu10 0OMXaThCH.

Hexkorga Obl10 cTpaiaTh.

OHa cHOBa BCIIOMHWJIA KJISITBY, KOTOPYIO TOBTOpsUia ceOe
MHOTO pas3.

«$1 BBINOJTHIO CBOM AOT. §l CTaHy MOJIE3HOM AJ1s1 HEro.»

Haxe ecinv OH HUKOT/a €€ He MPOCTUT.

Omna ObL1a rOTOBA.



«CHauana s TpOCMOTpPI0 OyXraiTepcKkue KHWTH... [loTom
OCMOTPIO 3aMOK — BAPYT TAE-TO HYKEH PEMOHT... A €CJIh OCTa-
HETCSl BpEMS...»

— l'epuioruns... Bel B opsake?

BukTopus yxe nogHruManach o JIECTHUILIE, KOria e€ JorHaia
BusbeH.

['opHruHas cmoTpesia Ha He€ ¢ TpeBorou. BUkTopust Haxmy-
pUJIach.

— Jla... KOHEUHO.

Ho BuBbeH 0CTOPOKHO KOCHYJIACh €€ PYKHU.

— I'epuoruns...

OHna pocrana marok. M tonpko Torga Bukropus nonsina. Eé
JII0 ObLTO MOKPBIM. CIIE3BI TMXO CTEKasM 1o 1ekaM. OHa gaxke
HE 3aMeTUJIa, Korja Hadasa IUIaKaTh.

— Iloxamnyucra... 1aBaiTe BEpHEMCS B Ballly KOMHATY, — TH-
X0 ckazaja BuBbeH. OHa OCTOPOXKHO BBHITEPJIA €€ CIE3bI IUIAT-
KOoM. BukTOopus 3aKkpblia ria3a Ha MrHoBeHue. Bc€ mpoucxosi-
1iee Ka3aJloch KAKMM-TO HepeaabHbIM. ByaTo 310 mpoucxoauio
He ¢ Hell. CIIE3bl BCE PaBHO MPOJOJKAJIN TEUb.

— Cnacu6o, BubeH... — THXO cKa3asa oHa. — $1 B mopsizike.
Moxelln Uaru.

OHa He noHMMaJa, MovYeMy IUIayer.

«$1 mpocro norosopio ¢ HuUM. Y Bc€ Hanmagurcs.»

OHa Bepuia.

[ToTOMy 4TO MHOT/IA — OYEHb PEAKO — OH BCE-TAKM IMPOSIB-
JISIT K Hel To0poTy.



Koporkyro.

Enga 3amernyio.

Ho nacrosyo.

U eii kazasiock, 4TO Ij1e-TO IITyOOKO BHYTPH Y HETO €CTh Cepil-
ue. Cepane, KOTOpoe OJHAaXK/Ibl CMOXKET IPUHSATH €€.

Ona riryOOKO BIOXHYJIA.

Ho HOru noyemy-To He CIylIaanch.

[logHMMAaThCS O JIECTHULIE CTAJIO TSkKeJ0. B 3TOT MOMEHT B
NaMsTU BCIUIBLIM CJI0BA MapKU3BI.

Kecrokue.

SlmoBuThIE.

«He o6omnpmaiics. To, 4To Thl CTajia BEJIMKOU replioruHei, HU-
Yero He MEHsIET.»

«Kak OBl THI HU CKpBIBaJIA 3TO... TBOSI KPECThsIHCKAsI HATypa
BCE PaBHO BBHIIAET TEO.»

«Tsl Bcero nuiib BHEOpAUHBIN peOEHOK. »

CnoBa cHOBa 1 cHOBa 3By4yasd B rojiose. Kak menor. Kak Ha-
CMEIIIKA.

«Pa3Be oA HU3KOrO MPOMCXOXKJIECHUS] UMEIOT MIPABO Mey-
TaTh O CYACThe ?»

BukTtopust pe3ko nokavasa rojioBoil.

Cnéspl cHOBa Hauany Karath. OHa cxasia ryosl.

— Bcé B nopske...

E€ rosnoc gporny.

— Bceé nanmagurcA.

Ona noBTOpsIJIa 3TO CHOBA.



U cHoga.

Kak monuTBy.

Kak 3akiuHanue.

Ona npukycuia ry0y Tak CHJIBHO, YTO MOYYBCTBOBajIa BKYC
KPOBH.

Ho Bc€ paBHO nipopokaia enTars:

— Bceé... Hanagurcd.

I'nmasa 9

AnekcaHp BCE pexe MosiBIIsICS B 3aMKe. PaHbllie ero otcyT-
CTBHE HMKOTO He yauBJsulo. OH 4acTo yeskall 1o Ael1aM — MH-
CIIEKTUPOBAJI TAPHU30HBI, BCTpeYasics ¢ YUHOBHUKAMU, ITPOBO-
i BpeMs B crouue. Ho naxke Torna oH Bcerga BO3Bparasics.
3amok ocrasajics ero jomoM. Tenepb ke Bc€ n3MeHnnock. Ero
OTBE3/1bl CTAJIM JUIMHHEE. VIHOrIa OH He NOABJIAJICS M0 HECKOJIb-
Ky [IHEW, a Terepb Npolllia yke MoYTH rojoBuHa Mecsaua. Ciy-
' HAYaJIM NIEPelIENThIBATHCS B KOPUIOPAX, HA KyXHE, B IIpayey-
Ho#. Bee roBopuu 06 ongHoM. [IprunHoi Obuta Bukropusi.

Oma ciplmasa 1o.

Nuorga npsamo.

WHorna — cKBO3b CTEHBI, CKBO3b ITOJYOTKPbITHIE AIBEPH, B TU-
XHX pa3roBopax, KOTOpble OOPBIBAJIHCH, KAK TOJIBKO OHA MOSIBIISI-
nace. Cepaue Bukropun cxxnmanoch BcE cuiibHee. Eil kasaiocs,
Oy/ITO caM BO3/IyX B 3aMKe cTaj Tsikesee. Kaxaplid 1eHb CJIOBHO
3aTATMBAN €€ B TYIOM y3eJl U3 HeJIONIOHMMAaHUI, HeI0CKa3aHHO-



CTel U XOJIOIHBIX B3MIISIOB. M OHa COBEpIIEHHO HE MOHMMAJA,
KaK pacryTarb 3TOT KJIYOOK.

— Benukas repriorussi, Bbl TOBOPWIIU, YTO COOMpaeTech ce-
TOJIHS BBIATH Ha MPOTYJKy?

['osoc BuBbeH BbipBas €€ U3 3a0yMYMBOCTU. [ OpHUYHAs CTO-
syla B TapiepoOHON U mepeOupana TuiaThsi, BHUMATEIbHO pac-
cMaTpuBasi TKaHU.

— Ha... — Bukropus kuBHyJIa. — Sl xOTena ocMOTpeTh caj
Ha 3a/IHEM JIBOpE.

Ona nocrapanach yIbIOHYThCA.

— Torpa syudrie HageTh TUIaThe ¢ O0jIee KOPOTKOM 100K ! —
OKMBJIEHHO CKa3ajia BuBbeH. — TaM JIerko ucnaykarh Mojo.

— Ha... noxasnyii, Tl IpaBa.

BukTtopusi cMoTpenia Ha He€ 4yTb JOJbILE, YEM CIIEI0BAJIO.
B 3TOM orpomHOM 3aMke BuBbeH Oblila € JMHCTBEHHBIM YeJIOBe-
KOM, KOTOPbIIA OTHOCWJICA K HEH Mo-HacTosieMy Terio. MHorna
BukTopun kazanochk, 4To eciiv Obl He 3Ta IEBYIIKA, OHAa Obl OKOH-
YarebHO YTOHYJIA B OMMHOYECTRE.

BuBbeH Bcerga Haxomwiia CocoO TMOAHSITH € HACTPOEHHUe.
Ckazarp uro-To cMenHoe. Mnu npocro nocuzaets psaaom. Eciu
ObI HE OHA...

B 3TOM X0/10THOM KaMEHHOM 3aMKe He ObUIO Obl HM OIHOTO
JeJIoBeKa, ¢ KeM BUKTOpust Morjia Obl ITPOCTO MOTOBOPHTS.

— Hy uro x! Xoporero qHsi! — Becesno cka3ana BuBbeH,
TMOTIpaBJisisl JIEHTHl Ha IJIaThe. BUKTOpUS KMBHY/NA U HallpaBU-
Jlach BO ABOP. B nocnieiHee Bpemsi OHa OTYasIHHO IbITa1ach Ha-



TH ceOe Kakoe-HUOyb 3aHsATHe. CulieTh B KOMHATe ObUTIO HEBHI-
HOCMMO. THIIMHA CTaHOBUJIACH CIIMIIKOM I'POMKOM. MBbIciu Ha-
YMHAIU JaBUTh. [l09TOMY OHa cTapanach 3aHATH ceOsl YeM yroj-
Ho. Korna BukTtopus BbllUIa B cajl, XOJOIHBIA OCEHHUIN BO3JIyX
KocHyJIco e€ yimua. OHa ocraHoBWIIach U oryisgnenack. Korga-to
9TO MECTO, BEPOSITHO, ObUIO KpacuBbIM. Ho Teneph 3emiist BBITIISA-
Jena 3anyieHHon. ['psiiku 3apociu copHsikamu. JIOpoXKH To-
YTH UCUE3JIH TIof] TpaBoi. MecTtamu 3emuisi Oblla HACTOJIBKO Oec-
TUIOIHOW Y TBEPAOM, YTO Ka3ajach MOYTH KaMeHHOU. OpueHTH-
poBathbcs 371ech ObLIO TpyAHO. CKOPO JO0IKHA ObLIa HACTYITUTD
3uMa. CakaTh HOBBIE IEPEBbSI WU 1IBETHI YK€ HE UMEJIO CMBICIIA.
Bukropus 3agymanacek. OHa nojoniia O;mke K 3aMKy 1 TIo3Basia
JIBOPELIKOTO.

— IlaBen.

[Moxwioir Myk4rHa MOSIBUJICS Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT. OH
OBbLT aKKypaTeH, KaK BCera: CTPOruil KOCTIOM, UJIaJTbHO MPUYE-
CaHHBIE CeJIble BOJIOCHI, KPYIJIble OUKH HA MIEPEHOCUIIE.

— Jla, Bamma Munocts?

— Y10 BBI AyMaeTe 0 BOCCTAHOBJIEHUU 3eMJIN? — CIIOKONHO
cnpocuia Buktopusi. — B03MOXHO, CTOUT OCTPOUThH OpaHke-
pero.

[NaBesn yripapiisii 3aMKOM MHOTO JieT.

Emé 10 Toro, kak BUKTOpMS CTas1a €ro X03sMKOU. AJIeKCaHAp
MaJio MHTEPECOBAJICSI BHYTPEHHUMU JIeJIaMU JIOMa U TIOJTHOCThIO
JIOBEPUJT BCE EMY.

Ho Tenepe...



Tenepb B 3aMKe MOsIBUJIACh BesnKas reproruHs. M no Bcem
3aKOHaM MMEHHO OHA JOJDKHA ObLiIa 3aHMMATHCS STUMH BOIPO-
camu. OpHako IlaBesm mouemMy-To HE CHEMIMI NEpefaBaTb €d
ynpasieHue. OH cierka Haxmypuics.

— PeMoHT ceituac 060UIETCS B KPYIIIYIO CyMMY.

B ero ronoce mpo3Byudano siBHOe HeomoOpeHHe. Bukropus
CHOKOMHO MPOJOJIKHUIIA!

— S npocmoTpena Oyxrantepckue KHUrM. Pacxompl Ha coziep-
’KaHUE 3aMKa JOBOJILHO BBICOKU. BO3MOKHO, OpaHkepesi MoMOor-
7na OBL...

— Cajn MHOrAA UCHOMB3YETCS PHIIAPSIMU KaK TPEHUPOBOYHAS
IUIOIIAAKA.

OH nepedun e€ pesKo.

— BpI He MOXeTe ITPOCTO OTPEMOHTUPOBATH ero, Bamma Mu-
JIOCTb.

BukTtopusi Ha MTrHOBEHHE pacTepsiiach.

B e€ mazax menbkHyna nmanuka. Ho ona ObicTpo omycruia
B3IJIALL.

— 41... He 3Hama 00 3TOM.

OHa KuBHYA.

— Torna, BO3MOXHO, MbI MOTJTH OBl Pa3pOBHSATH 3eMJII0. DTO
cliesiaeT TPEHUPOBKY Oojiee YIOOHOM. .

— XM.

[1aBes mornpaBui1 OYKHU.

— A BbI nonyuniu paspeuenue Ero BeicouectBa?

Bukropus 3amepia. Ha HECKOJIBKO cEKyH[] OHa IOoTepsuia Aap



peun. OHa BcE enié Oblila XO35MKOM 3TOro JIoMa.

Haxe ecmn Anexcanap Owut xononeH. E€ craryc Hukyna He
ucue3. OHa MeJIEHHO MOJHSIA IJ1a3a.

— 4 capunana, 4To BB OTBEUaeTe 3a MOPAIOK B 3aMke. Ilo-
9TOMY pelinia OOCYAUTh 3TO C BAMHU.

E€ rosoc ocraBasics MArKUM.

— Ho pa3Be MHE HYKHO OT/EJIbHO CIPAIMBATh pa3pelieHue
Ero BeicouectBa?

Jliobast npyrasi IBOpsTHKA Ha €€ MecTe, BEPOSTHO, yXKe yaaph-
na 6s1 ero. Ho BukTtopus crapaiack coxpaHsTh yBakeHHE. DTOT
YeJIOBEK JONr0 yHpasisaia 3aMKOM. M OHa He XoTesla yHUXKaTbh
ero. OnHako ITaBen, noxoxe, He coOUpasICsi OTBEYaTh TEM Ke.

— Kak Bbl U cKa3zanu, ynpapjieHUe 3aMKOM HaXOAWTCS TOJ
MOEU IOPUCTUKIUEN.

OH roBopui criokoiiHo. Ho ero cioBa ObUTH XOJIOAHBIMHU.

— Opnako Ero BeicouecTBO yrnomuHan Baily... CBOEHpaB-
HOCTb.

Bukropusa moprayia.

— CBOEHpaBHOCTB?..

OHa pacTepssHHO IOCMOTpeJIa Ha HETO.

— Yro BBl UMEETE B BUAY?

— Mmue ouens xaib, Baima MuitocTs.

OH ciierka MoKJIOHWIICS.

— $1 oOcy:ky Baitie npeioxkenue ¢ Ero BeicouectBom nosike.

3arem noOaBWII:

— A cenyac BbIHYK/IEH BaC MNOKUHYTh. ¥ MEHs MHOTO A€JI.



N npocro ymen. Buktopust goiaro cmorpena emy Beien. Eé
HE CTOJIBKO 3a/1eJI0 €ro OTHOMIEHHE... CKOJIBKO TO, YTO OHO CTa-
J0 npuBbluHbIM. He Tosbko [TaBen. C KaxapiM JHEM CIIyTH CTa-
HOBUJIMCh XOJIOIHEE. DTO HAYAJIOCh MIOC/IE TOr0, Kak AJIeKCaHAp
nepecras oopaniarh Ha He€ BHUMaHue. OHa Me/JICHHO BBIIIUIA U3
CaJia ¥ HalpaBWJIACh B [VIaBHBIM 3aJ)1. Ha BTOpOM 3Take HECKOJb-
KO CITy’)KaHOK HaOJofanu 3a Hell depes mepwia. W tixo pasro-
BApUBAJIN.

— B nocnegHee Bpems OHa Tak CTapaercs...

— HagepHoe, Hazneercs, uro Ero BeicouecTBo 3amerur.

— IMoxoxe, OHa OTYASTHHO MBITAETCS OBITh MOJIE3HOM.

TUXUil CMEIIOK.

— U yt0 ¢ Toro? Ero BeicouecTBO yxe nonmecsua He BO3-
Bpalaercs.

— He 3Haio, BUHOBATa JIM OHA... HO BCE PaBHO XOIUT 3[IEChH
KaK HU B 4€M He ObIBaJIO.

BukTopus cibimana kaxjaoe cinoo. Ho mpogomkana uaru.

— HMHTepecHo, 3a YTO OH Tak €€ HEHABUIUT?

— Mosxer, y Hero ectb JI0OOBHUIIA.

— TouHo. HaBepHsKa OH IMPOCTO CKPHIBAET €E.

Cn10BO JII0OOBHUIIA TTPO3BYYAII0 OCOOEHHO TPOMKO. Y BukTo-
pun 3a3BeHeso B ymax. CilykaHKM TUXO 3axuxukand. Kaxnas
HAaCMeENIKa CJIOBHO BIMBAJIACh €M B CEPILIE.

U Bapyr...

Eé€ nakppina namsre. [lanékoe npoiwioe. oM, B KOTOpOM OHa
BBIpOCiIa. MecTo, r71e He ObIO HM OTHOTO YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPHIH Obl



BCTaJI HA €€ CTOPOHY.

TobKO OOBHUHEHMSI.

Tonbko xoon.

HeBaxHo, 4uTO OHa J1en1a1a — €€ BCE paBHO OCY:K1au. BUKTO-
pust MoTua nuia aajbine. CHapyXKy OHa OCTaBalach CIIOKOMHOM.
OHa NpuBBIKJIA K TAKOMY OTHOIIEHUIO.

Ho BayTpH...

Eil BcE cuibHee Ka3ajaoch, YTO BO3AYyX BOKPYI CTAaHOBUTCS
CIMIIKOM TsIkEbIM. CIIOBHO CTEHBI 3aMKa MEIJICHHO CKMMAIOT-
cd. U el cTaHOBUTCA BCE TPyAHEE AbIIIATS.

skkk

— Baiie BricouecTBo... IpoIUIO yXe TOBOJbHO MHOTO Bpe-
MEHH.

MoxeT ObITh, BAM CTOUT BEPHYThCS B 3aMOK ?

Jlykac mpou3HEC 3TO OCTOPOXKHO, IOUTH IIENOTOM, OyATO OO-
SUTICS IOTPEBOKUTD UTO-TO XpyIkoe. OH BHUMATETbHO HAOMoaa
3a JIMIIOM AJIeKCaHJIpa, TBITAsICh YJIOBUThH XOTSI Obl MaJICUIITYIO
peakimio. Ho nuiio BeuKoro repriora 0cTaBajioch KaAMeHHbIM. B
NocyIeJHUe HeJesId BCce BOKPYT HAYaM BBHITJISAJETh TaK, CIIOBHO
UX BBIKaJIM Jocyxa. Ajiekcanap padoraji modtu Oe3 cHa, a BMe-
cre ¢ HUM — U ero oau. [log rmazamu y conaar 1 YNUHOBHUKOB
MOSIBWIMCh TEMHBIE KPYrd. JJOKYMEHTHI CKaITMBaJINCh Ha CTO-
Jlax, HOYU CJIMBAJIUCH C THSMH, U B KOpUAOpax mrada BCE varie
CJIBIITIAJIUCH TIPUTITYIIEHHBIE 3eBKU. JIykac ObUT OMHUM U3 TeX,
KTO CTpajaj 0oJble octanbHbIX. Ho cefiuac oH Oecriokousics He
TOJIBKO O ce0e. AJIeKCaH P YKe CIUIIKOM JIOJTo u30erai 3aMKa.



— Ilpekpatn OGonraTh, — pa3apak€HHO OTO3BAJICA AJIEK-
CaHJIp, JaXe He MOJIHMUMAs I71a3 OT JOKYMEHTOB. — Y MEHSI MHO-
ro paOoThl.

Ero ronoc 0bu1 cyxum.

Kaxk Bcerna.

Ho Jlykac 3ameTwi, 4TO najblibl reprora Ha MTHOBEHME OCTa-
HOBWJIUCH Ha Oymare. PaboThl ieiicTBUTETHHO ObLTO MHOTO. [Toj1-
roroBka Kk HarnmoHanbHOMY (becTMBaIO MOIIONIAIa OrPOMHBIE
pecypchl. ['0po roToBHIICS K MPa3IHUKY, KOTOPBIA JOKEH ObLT
MIPUBJICYb THICSYM JIIOJIEM CO BCEU CTpaHbl. be3onacHocTh, opra-
HU3AIMs, TUTUIOMATUYECKe BUBUTH — BCE TPeOOBAJIO BHUMA-
HUS.

A emg Oputa rpanuna. JleMoHBl CHOBa Havaiu Hamajgatk. OT-
YETHI MPUXOIMIN OIUH 3a Ipyrum. U yem OGombliie Asiekcanap
YHTaJI, TEM CUJIbHEE MIOHUMAJT: KOHTPOJIb HaJl OE30MaCHOCTBIO B
CTpaHe Hayaj ocjiadeBarh. DTO pasapaxano ero. CUIbHO.

JIykac TMX0 B3IOXHYJ U BEpHYJCA Ha CBOE MecTo. [loxoxke,
BIIEpE/IN X K/1ajia el ofiHa OECCOHHAsT HOYb.

HekoTopoe Bpemsi B KaOMHETE CIIBIIIAJICS TOJBKO IIesiecT Oy-
mar. Ho Bapyr Anekcanip NoaHsuII ToJIoBY.

— Yr0 Tam ¢ TOProBUAMH, O KOTOPbIX Mbl TOBOPHIIH ?

Jlykac cpasy BBIIPAMUJICA.

— AX, ga. Mbl npopokaem paccieloBaHhe. ITO 3aUMET
BpEMS1, HO Mbl COCTABUM CIMCOK BCEX MPUYACTHBIX U POBEPUM
CIIEJIKH.

AneKkcaHap KUBHYIL



— Mapxkuz Caut-Kisp u e, KTO CBSI3aH C HUM... OyAyT Haii-
JICHBI.

Jlykac MeJIeHHO POU3HEC:

— Torga Mbl CMOKEM BBIMTH U HA OCTAJIbHBIX.

— HMwmenHo.

Hapkotuk, HailieHHbI B KOMHaTe BUKTOpMM, OKa3ascs Julib
YacThio Topas3no Oosnee KpymHou cet. PaccienoBanue ObICTPO
MOKa3aJ10, YTO BEIIECTBO PaCIpPOCTPAHSIIOCh YEepe3 HeJerasb-
HYIO TOProByo. JTa ceTh padoTasna B paiione Kpacubix ®oHapeii.

Tam nponasayu BCE.

AJIKOTOJIb.

He3zakoHHble yciyru.

U cunpHblE IpEnaparsl.

OcoOeHHO TOMyJISIPHBIMU Cper OOTaThIX KJIMEHTOB OBLTH
apponu3maky ¥ rajuTIOIMHOTEHbl. MHOIrMe apyucTOKpaThl MOJb-
30BAJIMCh STUMH YCITyramu TaitHo. VI cpeny HUX OblL...

Mapku3z Cant-Kisp. Anekcanap coOupasicsi yHUYTOXKHUTD 3Ty
ceTh NOMHOCTHI0. He mpocTo apecToBaTh HECKOJIBKUX TOPTOBLIEB.
A BBIpBaTh MpoOeMy ¢ KopHeM. Torga Mapku3 He CMOXET OT-
BEPTETHCH.

— CrpanHo... — 3aaymunBo ckazan Jlykac. — Mapku3s aei-
CTBOBAJI CJMIIKOM mnocnemHo. OTKyAa y Hero Takasi yBEpeH-
HOCTb?

AJekcaHAp paBHOLYIITHO OTBETHUIIL:

— OH npeKpacHo 3HAET, YTO SIBJISAETCS Pa3MEHHOW KapTOil.

Jlykac Haxmypuiics.



— Kaproi1?

— MMnieparopckon.

AJiekcaHip TOBOPUJI CIIOKOWHO. BynTo o6cykaan oObIYHyIo
maxmaTHylo naptuto. Mapku3 Canr-Kmsp Obu1 juib ¢ury-
poit Ha gocke. iMneparop npuBszai ero Kk AJieKCaHIpy uepe3
9TOT Opak. D10 ObLT criocod naBieHus. Ecimm Anekcanap cra-
HET CJIMIIKOM HEeyJOOHBIM — MO)XHO HMCIIONB30BAaTh MapKH3a.
Ho ecriu mapku3 njonyctut omuoky... IMneparop npocto 3ame-
HUT ero. Jlocraner HOByIO Kapty. [losromy Mapku3 ObLT 3arHaH
B yron. Ecim 6pak Anekcanypa u Buktopuu pacriaiércs...

Ero cembst OyieT yHUUTOXEHa.

— Ilonumaro, — tuxo ckazain Jlykac.

3arem goOaBWII:

— Cyns4 no Bcemy, e€ BeandecTBo Toxke COTpyJHUYAET C Map-
Kku3oM. Ham ctout BHMMAaTeIbHO HAOMIOATh 32 HEW.

B kabunere nosucna tummHa. Ms Bukropun npo3Bydaso
CJIOBHO KaMeHb, OpOIIEHHbI B CHIOKONHYIO Bofy. JIuo Asnek-
CaHJlpa MTHOBEHHO CTaJIO XOJIOHEE. 3a MOCJeIHUE HEJEIN OHA
HECKOJIbKO Pa3 MbITAJIACh IOTOBOPUTD C HUM.

OH 3Hau 3710.

OH cipiman 06 3TOM OT CIIyT.

WHorga naxe BUIENI €€ MEJIBKOM.

E€ npucyrcrsue...

Jlaxe eciii oHa MPOCTO MPOXOUIIA IO KOPUIOPY...

Paznpaxaino ero.

OHa CJIOBHO MOCTOSTHHO ObLTa PSIOM.



Haxe korma e€ He ObLIO. AJIEKCaHIIp CHOBA OMYCTHJI B3IJISIT
Ha Oymaru. Ho unrats crasio cioxHee.

Mpbiciu yIUIbIBAJIN.

E€ o6pa3 Hukak He ucuedan. OH BcrioMHMI e€ ria3a. [omy-
obte. [TokpacHeBiMe ot cié3. M To, Kak 0Ha CMOTpesia Ha Hero
torga. OH pe3Ko OTI0KWI JOKYMEHTHI. EMy NMpUIUIOCh MPU3HATH
3TO.

Ha MrHoBeHue...

OHa eWCTBUTENILHO MOTPSICIIa €ro.

Korpaa oH yBuaen e€ Torga — ApoxKanlylo, pacTepssHHYIO, T10-
YTU CJIOMJIEHHYIO — BHYTPH HErO BCIIBIXHYJIO YTO-TO CTPaHHOE.

Kanocts.

CouyscrBHE.

A MOXeT...

Yro-TO OOJIee HU3MEHHOE.

CnabocCTb.

DTO pa30o3JIUIOo €ro enie cuibHee. Kak OH MOr Mo4yBCTBOBAThH
noI00HOE K KEHIIUHE, KOTOpas CTOsLIA TIOJ 3alIUTON MapKu3a 1
camoro umreparopa? JKeHIuHe, KOTOpOW Hevero ObLIo OOSTh-
cs1. Ho camoe pazppaxartoriiee ObUIO Ipyroe.

OTH 4yBCTBA...

He ncyesznu nonHocThio. MIHOTIa OHM BCE €€ BCIUIBIBAIM.
Hanpumep, koraa oH BCHOMUHAJI TOT JIEHb.

Eé€ pyku.

Tonkue, moutn xonomHble. Kak oHa cxBaTwia ero, Korma oH
yxomwt. Kak Oyaro nbrranace yaepxkars. U e€ B3rsag. Ona cMoT-



pejia Ha Hero TOrja TaK, CJIOBHO rOBOpuIia O3 CIIOB:

«[loxanyucra... MOUMUA MEHA.»

Kaxapi pa3, Korga OH BCIOMHUHAJI 3TO, €My CTaHOBUJIOCH
HENpPUATHO. AJIEKCAHApP PE3KO MPOBEN PYKOW IO BOJIOCAM,
B3bEPOIIMB AKKYpaTHYIO TpuyecKy. Ha MruoBeHue B ero riaszax
MEJIBKHYJIO pa3paxeHue. 3aTeM JIMLO CHOBA CTaJIO XOJIOIHBIM.
OH cJI0BHO cuJIol oTropoauyi ce0st oT 3Tux Mbicieil. M cHoBa
MOTSIHYJICA K JIOKyMEHTaM.

I'masa 10

BuBbeH 0CTOPOXHO MTPOBOAMIIA IPEOHEM M0 MSTKUM CBETJIBIM
Bosiocam Bukrtopuu. Kaxoe npukeHue ObLJIO aKKypaTHBIM, T10-
YTH 3200TIMBBIM — OyATO OHA OOSTACh MPUYMHHUTH TOCHOXKE
XOTb MaJierIyio 0ojb. B koMHaTe cTosiyia yTpeHHsIsl TUILIHA.

UYepes BbICOKME OKHA POHUKAJI MATKUI 3UMHUI cBeT. OH J1o-
JKWJICSL HA TIOJT JJIMHHBIMU T10JIOCAMU, OCBEIlast 3epKaJio, B KOTO-
POM oTpaxainoch OnemHoe o Bukropun. OHa 101T0 MOTJaa.
Cnummkom foinro. [Torom, OyATo Mek/1y MPOYMM, TUXO CIIPOCHU-
na:

— BUBbEH... CKaXk¥ MHE... KOrJja OH BEPHETCS?

Borpoc npo3Byuain HebpesxHo. Ho To1bko Ha TIepBbIii B3IJISL.
BuBbeH Ha MraHoBeHue 3amepia. OHa npojgoiikaia 1epxKaTh rpe-
OeHb, HO JABMKEHUS €€ OCTAHOBUJIMCh. B e€ rnazax MenbKHyna
TpeBora.

— Jymaro... — OCTOpO)HO Havajla oHa, — y Ero Beicoue-



CTBa ceilyac oueHb MHOro pabotel. Korna oH 3aHsT, OH Beeraa
BO3BPALLIAETCS O3/HO.

Ona crapanacb roBopuTb Jierko. Ho Buktopus Bc€ paBHO 1o-
YYBCTBOBaJIa HEYBEPEHHOCTh B €€ rOJIOCe.

— ...DT0 IENCTBUTEILHO TaK?

Tuxwii B3110x copasics ¢ e€ ry0. [Toutn nBa mecsima. [empix
nBa Mecstia. OHa mbiTanack yoexkiaTh ce0s1, 9To TO MPOCTO pa-
6ota. Uto rocynapcTBeHHbIe Aesa BaskHee Bcero. Ho ckosbko Obl
OHA HU TIOBTOPsiJIa 3TO ce0e, MBICITb BCE PABHO BO3BpAIAJIACh.

«OH He BO3BpaIllaeTcs U3-3a MEHS.»

B rpymu crano tskeno. YtoOsl CKpbITh 310, BUKkTOpHS OTBENa
B3[JISA]L OT 3€pKaJa.

— 9Mm... Bama CBemiocTh, — MOCHENTHO 3aroBopuiia BuBbeH,
MEHSIS1 TEMY, — KaKO€ Y BaC CEroJiHs pacnucaHue?

BukTopusi HemHoro nogymaia. E€ qHU CTaivd yIUBUTEIBHO
MYCTBIMHU.

— Jlymaro... st HEMHOT'O MOYMTAI0 B KaOUHeTe.

Ee rosoc npo3yuan mpadno. [locne Toro pasrosopa c Ilas-
JIOM OHa OOoJIbIlle He TIhITaJlach BMEIIMBAThCs B jiea 3aMKa. Eii
SICHO JJAJIA TIOHATH: 3[1€Ch OHA [TIOUYTH HUYETO HE peliaeT. A mpu-
IJ1alIaTh KOro-To Ha YaernuTusl. .

bs110 HEKorO.

o 3amyxecTtBa BukTopusi HUKOrga He mocemana CBETCKUe
Beuepa. OHa He 3aBoaWIIa 3HAKOMCTB, HE TaHIleBala Ha Oanax,
He 0OMEHMBAJIACH BEKJIMBBIMU YIBIOKAMU C APUCTOK PATKAMH.

Oma Bceryia Obla OfIHA.



A Teriepb — Tem Ooree.

K tomy *e oHa onacayace. Ecm Asiekcanap y3Haer, 4To OHa
MoTpaTuia JIeHbru Ha TpuéM Oe3 ero pasperienus... EMy 31o
TOYHO He NoHpaBUTcs. [loaTomy €€ qHU TPOXOAWIIN OIMHAKOBO.

Knuru.

Jlosirre nporyJsky 1o IyCThIM KOpUIOpaMm.

W GeckoHeuHas TUIIIMHA OTPOMHOTO 3aMKa.

BuBbeH Bapyr ckazaia:

— INoyemy ObI BaM He MoexaTh CO MHOM B ropoza’?

BukTopus yauBIEHHO IOCMOTpEIA Ha HEE.

— B ropon?

— Jla. Bel Beqipb elnié Hu pazy Tam He ObUIH.

B e€ rmazax BCIBIXHYJ OCTOPOXKHBI OroH€K. BuBbeH Oblia
npasa. C Tex nop kak Bukropus crana BeIMKON replOrMHeR, OHa
HM pa3y He Nnokujaia nomectbe. OHa HEMHOTO MOKOJIe0aIach.

— MHe HpaBuTCS 3Ta UJiesl... HO, BUBbeH... y TeOsi Belb MHOTO
padoThI?

BuBbeH ynbIOHyIach.

— CnyxeHue Bennkou repliorvHe BaxkHee BCEro OCTaJIbHOIO.

OHa ObICTPO 3aKOHYMJIA TPUYECKY.

Bonocst Buktopun OblIM aKKypaTHO 3aruieTeHbl 1Mo OOKam
U coOpaHbl B MITKui mydok. [Ipocrast, HO u3sIIHAsA MPUYECcKa
MOAYEPKUBAJIA €€ XPYIIKOE JIULIO.

— Torna s BBI30BY KapeTy U Oyay kKAaTh Bac.

Korna BuBbeH BbIlIa U3 KOMHATHI, BUKTOpUS THXO YABIOHY-
nack. Eit 6bu10 Teruto. BUBbeH IEHCTBUTENILHO CTapasiach e€ moj-



JepXKarh.

Ecnu Obl He OHa...

B saToM orpoMHoM 3amke Buktopust uyBcTBOBasa Obl ce0st Co-
BCEM OIMHOKOM.

Orto ObUI MEPBHIA pa3, KOrjJa OHa MOKMHYJA 3aMoK. Kapera
MEIJIEHHO Bbhexasia B ropof. Koraa skumnax ocraHoBWICSA, BUk-
TOpHsI OCTOPOXKHO BBIIILIA HAPYKY.

N 3amepia.

[lepen Helt OTKpBIIACh OKUBJIEHHAS TUIOMIA/b. B 1ieHTpe BO3-
BBIIIAJIACH BBICOKasI OalHs ¢ yacamu. Psiom 1nrymen OoJbion
KaMeHHbIN (poHTaH. Jlloau cuienu Ha ckaMenKax, pa3roBapuBa-
JIM, CMesITUCh. BOKpYT IBUTainch MOTOKU MPOXOKHUX.

[Tym.

I'onoca.

Cwmex.

Ku3zHb.

BukTopus riyOoKo BIOXHYA. DTOT BO3/1yX ObLI COBCEM APY-
TUM.

CBOOOIHBIM.

JIErkum.

W BApyr eii cTajno HEMHOIO Jierye.

— Bama Cemiocts, Kyga Bbl XOTHTE MOUTH CHavyajla? —
cnpocuia BusbeH.

BukTopus ornsiaenach. 3ateM ykaszajia Ha YJMily, I7e TsIHY-
JIUCh PSAJTbI PHIHKOB.

— Moxer... Tyga?



— Xoporo!

BuBbeH TyT ke cxBaruiia €€ 3a pyKy.

BukTopus yauBIEHHO ITOCMOTpEJIA HA UX CLIEIUIEHHBIE JIA10-
Hu. E€ cepaiie MaArko aporHysio. Y Heé HUKOr/1a He ObLIO MOIPYT.

Ho ceituac...

En BOpyr nokasajnock, 4To OHU MPOCTO TYJISIOT BMECTE, KaKk
OOBIUHBIE IEBYIIKH. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi OHU OCTAaHOBUJIUCh
BO3JIe HEOOJBIIIOTO IIBETOYHOIO Mara3uHa. Buktopus 3aaepxa-
Jlach y BUTpUHBL. Ha monkax crosiim akKypaTrHO pacCTaBJICHHBIE
OyKeTHI.

W cpenyt Hux...

['mapnonyc.

Ona Tuxo ynpiOHynack. E€ mars mobuna npersl. OHa Oblia
JOYEPBI0 ITPOCTOTO TOProOBLIA, BJIAJEBUIETO LIBETOYHOM JIABKOMU.
Bukropus xuna ¢ Heit 10 cemu Jiet. Ho mouty Hu4ero He nom-
Hwia. Bece BocmomuHaHus ObLTM Pa3MBbITHI.

Cwmex.

Teruible pyku.

3anax IBETOB.

N TOSBKO OHO BOCIIOMUHAHUE OCTABAJIOCH SICHBIM.

Pozossie ['maanonycer.

N MsArkuii ronoc marepu.

«Korna-HuOyap, Korjaa Thl BbIHIEIIb 3aMYK... s clieialo Tede
OyKeT U3 IJIaIMOTyCOB.»

— MoxeT, Kynium IBETHI? — OCTOPOKHO crpocuiia BuBbeH.
BukTopus nmokayasna rojioBou.



— Her... He HyXHO.

— Ho g xouy nx Kynurs!

W npexnae yem Bukrtopus ycnena Bo3pa3uth, BuBbeH yixke
BTOJIKHY/IAa €€ B MarasuH. Yepe3 HECKOJIIbKO MUHYT OHM BBIIIUIA
OTTyJa C OOJBIITUM OYKETOM.

Po30BbIie r1anomychl 1 Oesbie po3bl.

— Bor 370 na! I[Monaémre emi€ tyna!

BuBbeH cusina kak pe6EHok. VI Buktopust HEBOJIBHO paccme-
sinach. OHU XOWIIM OT JIaBKM K JIaBKe.

[Mokynama Ge3penymku. [IpodoBamu cnamoctu. Corymanm
KPUKHU YAUUYHBIX TOpropueB. CYMKHU MOCTENEHHO 3aIOIHSIIUC.
Haxonen BuBbeH Tsken0 B3JOXHYJIA.

— OX... MHE HYKHO OBLJIO B3ITh HOCUJIBIIUKA. ..

— JlaBaii... 1 IOHECY 4acTb.

— Her-Her!

Onu Havamu cnoputb. I B 3TOT MOMEHT psAIOM PE3KO OCTa-
HoBwIcs (pyproH. O6e ucmyranHo orctynuin. Ho crosiBimii psi-
JIOM TOProBel rpy0o TOJIKHY BuBbeH.

— Ax!

CyMKH pacchlnanuch Mo 3emiie. BUBbeH cXxBaTuach 3a IJjievo.

— BuBben! Tol B opsiike?!

— Jla... HO MOKYIIKH...

Ona xano0HO MoCcMOTpeSia Ha pa3OpocaHHble Bellu. Bukro-
pusi yKe XOoTesa oMOoYb e, KOorja psaoM pas3fasicsi TpyOblil ro-
Jioc.

— OW-0M... BCE CIIOMAJIOCh.



Ilepen HUMH cTOsT My)4rHA. OT HETO PE3KO MAXJIO AJIKOIo-
nem. ['maza 6pim1 MmyTHBIE. OH MeIEHHO OCcMOTpes BUKTOpHIO ©
TOJIOBHI IO HOT. BukTopuu crano He mo cebe. OHa crenana mar
Hasazn. Ho 3a e€ cimHOM ObLIa CTEHA.

— 41 Bcé ucnpapmo, — ycMmexHyJicsi oH. — [Ipocto noitnem
co MHOM. Hair Marasus psiom.

— Her. D10 He HyXHO.

Bukrtopus nonsitasiack yut. Ho ero pyka pesko cxparuia e€
3a 3arsCThe.

CutpHoO.

bosnpHo.

— He 6yap Takoi XOMOIHOM.

OH npuTsHy e€ Omxke.

— Ornycru.

JIuto Buktopum no6mneanesno. 3arnax ajakorosst OblT HACTOb-
KO PE3KHM, 4TO €€ Hayaio MyTUTh. OHa NOIBITAJIACh BBIPBAThCSI.
Ho myxunHa ObUT CHITbHEE.

BuBben, 1poxka, CXBaTWIIA €T0 32 PYKY.

— Kro-uu6ynp! [Tomorure!

Jlionm Hayanmm ornsapiBathes. HoO HUKTO HE cnenui BMellu-
BarbcA. Toprosen pazgpaxe€HHO OEpHYI Bukropuo. OHa nore-
psJla paBHOBECHE.

U1 ynana Ha 3emitio. JIompikKy IpoH3MIa pe3kast 00Ib.

— Pa3Be Tak Onarogapst 3a moMolb? — YCMEXHYJICS OH.

N Bapyr—

Pasnanca rimyxon ynap. Kto-To ¢ cuion ynapwuil Toprosua Ho-



roil. My:xurHa pyxHyJ1 Ha KoJieHd. Meu X0JIOJHO KOCHYJICSI €r0O
1IEH.

— Kxa...!

Bukropus nognsiia rosioy. U e€ miaza paciumpuince. [epen
Heil cTosi1 yesioBek. Boicokuil. CTpaliHO ClIOKOMHBIN.

— ...Bame BricouecTBo?

AJiekcaHip CMOTpeN Ha He€ MPUILYpUBIIUCh. OH OTTOJIKHYI
TOProOBIIA U MOJOMIEN OJIHKeE.

— Y10 BBl 31€Ch Aeiaete?

K Hum nocnemmn Jlykac. Ho koraa oH yBraenn cuisinyo Ha
3emuie BUKkTopuio, ero riasa pacuivpunch.

— Bamie BeicouecTBo, 51 OTIIpaBIIO €r0 B CTPaXy—

Anekcannp He orBeTw1. OH MPOJOJIKal CMOTPETh Ha BukTO-
pHIo.

— 4 copocuit... 4TO BbI 371€CH Aenan?

— $1... pelmmia HEMHOTO MPOTYJIATHCA. ..

Ona nmonpITanack Bctath. Ho JloApIKKa pe3ko oTo3Baiachk 00-
J610. OHa CHOBa OIYCTUJIACH HA 3eMJTI0. AJIEKCAH TP XOJIOAHO ITO-
cMoTpet Ha He€. Ero B3I 1 CKOIb3HYI 1O Pa30pOCaHHBIM CyM-
KaM.

Ilo useram.

ITo mokynkam.

— 41, KaxeTcsl, TOBOPWJI BaM OCTABATbCsl B CIIAJIbHE.

Ero ronoc Obu1 JeAsSHBIM.

— Ho, BuKy, BaM O0JTbIlie HPABUTCS JIENIaTh MOKYITKH.

OH 4yTb HaKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY.



— Jloxoxe, MOM cJioBa I BAC HUYErO HE 3Hayar.
I'maBa 11

BuxkTopust nonHsia Ha Hero ria3a. OHu ObUTH 3aTyMaHEeHbl —
oT OO, OT MOTPSICEHHsI, OT BHE3AITHOTO BUXPsI SMOIUH, KOTO-
PbI IOIHSUICA B €€ IPYIM B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJIa OHA YBUJIEA €TO.

Jlomprkka Bc€ emié 0Oone3HeHHO MyJbCMpOBaa MOCIe Maje-
HUs1, XOJIOJHBII KAMEHb MOCTOBOM HEMPUSITHO JaBUJI HA JIAJIOHU,
HO 3TO BCE BHE3AIHO OTCTYNWJIO HA BTOPOM ILIAH.

Ilepen Hen crosn Anekcanap.

Ilocne nonrux Henenb, Korga OH CyLIECTBOBAJI AJIS HEE JIUIIb
KaK TEHb — B CJIyXax CJIyI', B PEAKUX [TMCbMAaX U3 KaHLEJISIPUH, B
XOJIONHOM MyCTOTe ero KabuHera. M oT 0qHOro TOJNBKO ero mnpu-
CYTCTBUSI BHYTPH HEE BIPYT pa3iniioch TUXoe ooseryeHune. OHa
cama He oxujaana 3toro. CioBa COpBaIUChH MPEXAE, YEM OHA
ycresa OCTaHOBUTH ceOsl.

— Bamie BoicouecTBo... — THXO0 ckazana Bukropusa. — Ilo-
YeMy Bbl HE BO3BPALAETECh B 3aMOK ?

Ha MraoBenue ynuiia 6yaTo cTuxJja.

AJekcaH1p MEJIEHHO MPUIITY PUIICS.

Ero mia3a cranu xononHee. BUkTopus cpa3y noHsia, 4ro cKa-
3aJ1a JIMIIIHEE.

E€ mieun HEeBOJILHO OMYCTHIIUCh, OYATO MO TSKECThIO COO-
CTBEHHOI'O BOITPOCA.

Ho ona yxe Havaa.



U tenepp nomkHa Oblia JOTOBOPUTD.

— 4 3Ha10... — rOJI0C €€ OPOrHyj, — YTO ITO CIUIIKOM Ca-
MOHAJIESTHHO C MOEH CTOPOHBI, HO...

OHa Ha cekyH/1y OyCTHJIa I71a3a, COOUpasiCh ¢ CHIIaMU. 3aTeM
CHOBa TIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero. B e€ B3misjie Oblla cTpaHHAsI CMeCh
— CMyIlleHHe, poOKast pelMMOCTh U UICKpeHHee OECTIOKONCTBO.

— 41 Gecriokowmack o Bac.

AJekcaHp HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl MOJT4a CMOTpEJ Ha He€ CBep-
Xy BHU3. Ero o Ob10 HeMpOHUIIaeMBbIM. 3aTeM ¢ ero ry0 co-
pBajIcsA KOPOTKH cMemoK. OH Mpo3Bydas TUXO, HO B HEM Obl-
JIO CTOJIBKO HAaCMEIIKH, 4TO BUKTOpUs HEBOJBHO B3[POTHYJA.
Oma ckazana, yto 6ecriokontcsi. Cujsi Ha 3emiie, pacTpénaHHasi,
C MOKPACHEBIIMMU TJIa3aMH, OKPYXEHHAsE pa30POCAHHBIMU T10-
Kynkamu. M cMoTpena Ha Hero Tax...

Tak, Oyaro e€ cepalie JeHCTBUTEBHO CKUMAIOCh OT TPEBOTH
32 HEro.

Aunexkcannp HaxmypuJcsi. Ha MrHoBeHMe OH Jaxe XOTel UTo-
TO ckaszarb. ClioBa MoYTH copBaiuch ¢ ero ryd. Ho oH pesko
ocra”oBuiIcs. Ero por cHoBa 3akpplics. OH €E HECKOJIBKO ce-
KyH]I cMoTpeJ1 Ha Bukropuio. U B ero B3nisie MeIbKHYJIO UTO-
TO CTPaHHOE.

Hedro, 4TO OH TYyT %€ MoJaBWJI. A 3aTEM OH XOJIOAHO OTBEp-
HyJics. Kak Oynro aToT pa3roBop ero Oosnbliie He Kacaics. B cro-
poHe crosu JIykac. OH Bcé 310 BpeMst HaOmoal 3a MPOUCXOIsI-
MM, CTapasiCh He BMelMBaThcsl. Ho Korma Anekcanap oTeep-
HYJICS1, OH THXO B3JIOXHYJI ¥ NOAOIIEN K Bukropun. OH poTsAHY.T



el pyKy.

— C Bam# BCE B NOpsIIKE, BEJMKAS T€PLOTUHSA?

BukTopus pactepsiHHO MOCMOTpENA Ha HETo.

— Ox... brmaropgapio.

E€ nmanpLpl 0CTOPOKHO KOCHY/IMCH ero jagoHu. Korga Jlykac
MOMOT' €d MTOJHATHCH, CTAJIO SICHO, YTO OHA CHUJIbHO MOBPEAMIIA
Hory. OHa efBa yaepkuBajiach Ha Horax. Kaxplil mar naBajcs
el ¢ TpyaoM. JIlykac HEBOJILHO MTOMOPITUIICS.

«H BCE-TakM OH MPOCTO YILIEMN...»

MBEIC/Ib O XOJIOMHOCTU CBOEI0 rOCHOAMHA 3aCTaBUja €ro TU-
XO TIPUILENKHYTh SA3bIKOM. BukTOpHs 3amerunia 31ot xkect. OHa
HEMHOT0 3aMsJIach MO/l €r0 BHUMATE/IbHBIM B3IJISIIOM. A TIOTOM
OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHJIA:

— Kak noxuBaet Ero BeicouecTtBo?

Jlykac Ha cekyHay pacrepsuics.

— O... Hy...

OH nouecan MEKY.

— B Tom-T10 M Aeno...

On 3agymascs, moaoupas ciaoBa. EMy BOpYT CTajio HENOBKO.
OH Bujen, Kak oHa cMoTpena Ha Asiekcanapa. Yl moHumar, 4ro
€€ BOIIPOC — BOBCE HE IyCTasl BEKJIUBOCTb.

— He BonHy#iTeCh, — HaKOHEI[ CKa3aJl OH, CTapasiCh YIIbIO-
HyTbcst. — Ero BeicoyectBo B g00pom 3apasum. [Ipocro...
y Hero ObuUIO MHOro obOsi3aHHOCTed. [loaToMy BO3BpallieHHe
HEMHOT'O 3aTsIHYJIOCh.

— IloHsTHO...



E€ muteun cnerka onyctuivchk. B e€ rooce He ObUTO yIIpEKa.
Tonbko Tuxas rpycts. U Jlykac moueMy-To mouyBCTBOBAJ ceOs
BUHOBAThIM. OH HEJIOBKO KUBHYII.

— [lpoiy MeHs1 U3BUHUTD.

C 3T”mu c0BamMu OH MOCTIeNIU AorHaTh Ajiekcanapa. Ye-
PE3 HEKOTOPOE BPEMS CyMaToXa OKOHYATEJIbHO yieraach. ['opon
CHOBA 3allyMeJ MPYUBbIYHOM KU3HBIO.

— Bamma CgetyiocTs!

K BukTopuu nopdesxana Busben. OHa Bc€ 310 BpeMst HaOo-
JlaJia U31aJIeKa, He Pelasicb BMEIaThCsl.

— C Bamu Bc€ B nopsiake? [103BosIbTE MHE TOCMOTPETH !

Oma OpicTpo 3akarana pykaB Buktopun. Ha TonkoM 3ansictee
y’Ke TIpocTymasa KpacHasi mpuryxiias nosoca. Crest ot rpyobix
TAJIbLIEB.

— O boke... — npoutenrana BusbeH. — Bbl TOUHO nonyunre
CUHSIK...

OHa TpeBOKHO OCMOTpEJIA EE HOTY.

— A nonprkka? Bol Moxete uaru?

BukTopus nonbITasach caesiaTh 1ar.

Pe3skas 6omnb npon3mia Hory. OHa TUXO B3JOXHYJA.

— Ilpocth... — MATrKO ckazaia oHa. — Jlymaio, cama s He
CMOTy JJOWTH.

BuBbeH ocropoxHO nogaepxana e€. I B 10T momeHT Buk-
TOpUs BAPYT 0O0epHyack. OHa MocMoTpesa Ha3al.

Tyna, rie HECKOIbKO MUHYT Ha3aJl OHU CMESUIUCh U CIIOpH-
. Tenepp BcE BhIIAAENO UHa4Ye. [lakeTsl jiexanu Ha 3emiie.



Hexkotopsie packpbutich. I3 HUX BBINISIBIBAIIN KyTIJICHHBIE O€3-
JEITYIIKY.

JIEeHTBI.

TkaHu.

Cnagoctn.

BuBbeH nocriernmmia coonpars pa3opocaHHbIe BEIIH.

— AX... BCE€ pacchinasnoch...

Bukrtopus MeieHHO, IpuXpaMblBasi, NOAOILIA YyTh AAJIbIIIE.
Ha mocTtoBoii nexkan Oyket. Po3oBbie rimagnonychl u Oenbie po-
3bl. OHa npotsHyaa pyKy. Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT MHUMO MpOILIA
HECKOJIBKO Jofer. KTo-To HeuastHHO 3a/1el 1IBEThI HOT'OU.

JlenecTky cMsIUCH.

Heckomnbko crebieit nepeioMiInch.

Byker norepsin popmy.

Bukropus 3amepia.

E€ nasnplpl OCTAHOBWINCH B BO3/IyXE.

Ona cMoTpesna Ha CMSIThIE JIETIECTKU.

Ha rpsi3Hbie cieqipl Ha OeTbiX 1BETax.

N MenyieHHo ornycTuia pyky.

Eé€ B3m1da cTan TUXUM.

OueHb TUXUM.

OHa oTBeJIa I1a3a cTapasich CKpPbITh BBIPAXKEHUE JIALIA.

Ho naxe Tak ObUIO BUIHO — YTO €# CTaJIO IPYCTHO.

skeskesk

BuHTHI Ha €€ JTIObPIKKE BBIMJISIECIN CIIUIIKOM OebiMu Ha (o-
He OJie/IHOW KOXU. BUKTOpHUSI 10NTO CMOTpesia Ha HUX, He JBH-



rasic. [lnoTHas TKaHb ObUIAa AKKYpaTHO HAMOTAHA, HO MO He
BCE PaBHO OIIYINANACh TyMas MyIbcupyomas 6omb. MiHoraa ona
YCWJIMBAJIACh — CJIOBHO KTO-TO MEJIJIEHHO CKUMAaJl KOCTh U3HYT-
pu. OHa TspKenno B310xHYyJa. CMHUE reMaToMBbl pacriof3iich He
TOJIKO Ha IIMKOJIOTKe. Ha 3amsicThe Toxe mpocTynan TEMHBIN
CHHSIK — T'PYyOBIi CJie/l MAJIbIEB TOro MbstHOTro Topropua. C tex
Nop Kak OHU ¢ BuBbeH MoObIBaJIM B rOpoje, MPOILUIO HECKOJIb-
Ko aHeil. Ho 601b, Ka3anoch, CTAaHOBMIIACH TOJIBKO cHJibHee. Eii
OBLIO TPYJHO HAWTH TMOJIOKEHUE, B KOTOPOM PyKe W HOre OBbLIO
ObI XOTh HEMHOT0 Jier4e. CTOMIO TOBEPHYTHCS — JIOABLKKY ITPO-
crpenuBaio. CTOMIIO ONnepeTbesl Ha JIaJI0Hb — 3aIlsICTbe OT3bl-
BaJIoCh kkeHueM. [loatomy oHa moutu He BcTaBana. Buktopus
cujena B Kpeclie y OKHA. 3a CTEKJIOM JIEHMBO JIBUTAJIMCh 00JIaKa.
Berep kosbIxan royiple BETBU JEPEBLEB BO BHYTPEHHEM JBODE.
Omna cMoTpesna Ha BCE 9TO, HO IOYTH HUYETO HE BUJIENA.

E€ pa3ym Obu1 mycT. I omHOBpeMeHHO mepenoiHeH. OHa He
3HaJa, CKOJbKO BPEMEHU Mpocujena Tak. MUHYTb MeaJIeHHO
CTeKaJM B yackl. M BApPyT 1BEph pe3Kko pacnaxHynack. B komHary
BOexasna BuBbeH.

— Bama Cemiocts! — noutu BHIKpUKHYJIAa oHa. — Ero Bhi-
COYECTBO BEpHYJICA!

Bukropusa mmpoko pacrnaxHysa riasa.

Ha MrHoBeHue oHa mpocTo cMOTpesia Ha CITy’KaHKy, OyATO He
TIOHS1JIA CMBIC/IA €€ CJIOB. A 3aTeM pe3KO NOoAHsIAChk. Bosb Mryo-
BEHHO OTO3BaJlach B HOTe, HO OHA TMOYTH He oOpaTuia Ha Heé
BHUMAaHHUSI.



— OH... BepHyica?

B rpyau BcobixHys0 oOnerdenne. Hactonbko cuimbHOE, UYTO
OHa cama ynuBuiiack. Onupasich Ha pyKy BuBbeH, BUKTOpUS BbI-
1uia B kopuaop. OHU MeJIeHHO MOIOIUIY K iepujiam. Bukropust
OCTOPOKHO HAKJIOHWJIACh BIIEPEA M MOcMoTpesia BHU3. U yBuU-
Jena ero. AJIeKCaHIp TOJBKO 4YTO BOLIEN B oM. OH JgBUTAIICA
OBICTPO — TOYTH CTPeMUTEbHO. Ero mmair cierka Koisixaics
3a CIIUHOM, IIard ObLTM YBEPEHHBIMU, TSKENBIMUA. OH mepeceék
XOJUT, IaKe He OIJIsIIBIBASICh 10 CTOpoHaM. Yl HampaBuIICS K JIECT-
HUIIE.

Bukropus tuxo nossana:

— Bare BricouecTBo.

OH nogHsu1 TosoBy. I Ha MrHOBeHHME MX B3IJISIABl BCTPETU-
Jick. Beero nuiis Ha MrHoBeHue. Ero ria3za ocTaHOBWIMChH Ha
Hell. Ho yxe B clenyioniyo CeKyHy B3Il CKOJIb3HYJ BHU3.
BynTo oHa Obls1a YeM-To He3HauMTeNIbHBIM. By/iTo e€ BoBce He cy-
miectTBoBaio. OH npommen mumo. Jlaxe He 3aMmenuB mar. Buk-
Topus npukycuiaa ryoy. Cepmiie 6ome3HeHHO cxanock. Ho oHa
BCE PaBHO JIBUHYJIACH CJIEJJOM.

— Tlomoxure...

E€ maru 6pum memieHHbIMA. Kax bl mar or3siBasics 00JIbi0
B JIOABIXKKE.

AJiekcaHip ye No4YTH JOILIEN /10 KOHIIA Kopuaopa. U Bckope
CKpBLICS 3a ABEPbIO CBOMX MOKoeB. Korma Buktopust HakoHel
noOpajack 10 ero KOMHATHI, JIbIXaHue e€ ObUIo HepoBHBIM. OHa
OCTOPOKHO MOCTYyYaJa.



— Baiie BeicouecTBo... MHE HY:KHO KOE-4TO CKa3aTh.

Tummaa. OHa noctyyasna CHOBA.

— Bame BeicoyecTtso...

Hukakoro oreera. TonbKO ITyxasi TUIIMHA 32 1BEpbl0. Buk-
TOpUS TUXO B3[10XHYJa. VI MeaJIeHHO oTcTynua.

— Xa...

B 3T1OT MOMEHT 00Jb pe3Ko MPOH3MIIA JIOABIKKY. BeposiTHO,
OHA CJTMIIIKOM CHJIbHO OMUpaJiach Ha Heé BO BpeMsi XobObl. Buk-
TOpUS MPUCITOHWIACH K cTeHe. CKonb3HyNa BHU3. V1 OCTOpOXKHO
cena Ha noin. OHa crierka noxJjonana ceds Mo MIMKOJIOTKE, ITbl-
Tasich yHATh Oonb. Ho BcTath yxe He morna. [loatomy mpocto
cunena. [IpuBanmBIIMCh TOIOBOM K XoJoaHoU creHe. [Ipoiio
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT. A MOXkeT, Oonbinie. VI BAPYr paspaics 3ByK
OTKPBIBAIOILIECUCS ABEPU.

Bukropus pe3ko noassna rosnoy. Ilepen Hen crosn Anek-
CaHfp.

— Baiie Bricouecrtso...

OHa MOCTIeNTHO TMOIBITaNIach BCTaTh. U, 605ICh, YTO OH CHOBA
YUIET, CXBATUIIA €TO 32 PYKY.

— ...HE yXO[uTe.

E€ nmasbLpl Kpenko cxajiv TKaHb €ro pyKasa.

— 41 xotena ObI MOTOBOPUTH C BAMHU.

Ero rnaza cmotrpenu Ha He€. Cepble.

['my6okue. B HUX ObUIO YTO-TO XOJIOAHOE M HEMOCTUKUMOE.
210 HeMHOro myrajo. Ho Bukropus BCE paBHO He OTHYCTHIIA
ero. OmHako AJIeKCaHIp PE3KO CTPAXHYJ €€ PyKY.



Ero neuxeHune okazaaoch CIMIIKOM pe3kuM. CUHSK Ha e€ 3a-
SICThe MTHOBEHHO OTO3BAJICS OOJIBIO.

— Ax!

HeBosbHbIN BCKPUK BbIPBAJICS U3 €€ ry0. AjeKcaHIp HaXmy-
pwicd. Ero B3misa MalMHAJIBHO ONMYCTWICA Ha €€ pyKy. Ha sp-
KO-crHuM ciel. Ha MrHoBeHue ero riasa eaa 3aMEeTHO JPOTHY-
su. Ho TOJIbKO Ha MrHOBEHHE.

OH 1yT %€ oTBepHYJcA. Y momen ganplie no KOpUuaopy.

— OM... ogoxaure!

BukTopus nomneitanace uartyd 3a HUM. Ho 4depe3 HeCKOJbKo
11aroB HOra nojsepHysack. OHa noTepsijia paBHOBECKE.

N ynana.

Bosnb BCnbIXHYJA B JIOABIKKE TaK Pe3KO, UTO JbIXaHUE Mepe-
XBaTUJIO.

— XUK... XUK...

W3 e€ rpyau BeIpBAJICSA TUXUI BCXJIMII.

Omna He MorJ1a ITIOgHATHCS.

BbUIO CTUIITKOM OOJTBHO.

W cnuimkoM... oOuIHoO.

Cnésbl noactynuim K rmaszam. Ho Bukropus cxana nanbipsl u
npyKaa JaJoHb KO J0y.

«He nayp.»

«He ceiuac.»

«TonbKo He nepen HUM.»

B xopuaope cHOBa pa3aanuch HIary.

Tuxuwue.



MeieHHEbIE.

— ... Tol 3aHMMaembCs BCAKOU EPYyHIION.

Ero rosoc npo3By4da npUrIylIEHHO.

Bukrtopus naxe He ycriena NogHATh TOJoBY. AJIEKCaHIp YxKe
CTOSLT PSAJIOM.

OH Ha CeKyH[ly TPUKYCHJI TyOy. A 3aTeM pe3KO HAKJIOHWJICS.
W nonHsn e€ Ha pyku. [IBrmkeHre ObLIIO OBICTPHIM M PEIINTE b~
HbIM. Buktopusi Tuxo axayna. Tenepp MX JMiia OKa3ajuCh CO-
BCEM OJIM3KO.

OHa nocMoTpenia Ha Hero.

E€ r1a3a ObuTM BIaXKHBIMH.

Anekcanap e Moya.

He a4 ya geé.

— AX... cacu60... — THX0 nporrentaia oHa. OHa Obuia yBe-
PEHa, YTO OH IMpOCTO OcTaBuiI €€ TaM. [loaToMy He noHnMana...
3auem oH BepHyJcs. Ero qmio, Kak Bcerga, OCTaBajoch XOJO/-
HbIM. Ho pyku, KOTOpBIE Iepkainu e€, ObLI HEOKHUIAHHO OCTO-
POKHBIMHU.

TennpMu.

DTO pacCTOSIHUE MEX/Yy HUMM...

Bbu10 HENMPUBBIUHBIM.

W cTpaHHO NPUATHBIM.

Cepauie Bukropun 3a6uiock OwicTpee.

OHa OCTOpOXHO CKa3aa:

— Baiie Beicouectso... 1... 1...

Ona riryOOKO BIOXHYJIA.



— 4 HuKorza He Xorena NPUYMHUTBL Bam Bpeld. 1 yBepeHa,
YTO HUKOTAA HE CMOTY...

E€ ronoc gpoxann.

— Tor adponusuak... Torga... 3To Obuia Mos omuoka. 5 mo-
HUMAIO, YTO Bbl MOIJIA HEMPABUJIBHO MOHSAT...

— Toi 320y K aeIbCsl.

Ero ronoc npo3Byuas xonoano. OH niepeOu e€.

— 51 HUYero He HeNpaBUJIbHO TOHSLIL.

OH nocmoTpen npsIMo €i B I71a3a.

— Ecnu xouenib 3HaTh MPUYUHY MOETO OTHOIIIEHUST — I CKa-
Ky.

Ero B3 ObUT O€3yYacTHBIM.

— ¢I ¢ camoro HayaJjia He XOTeJ, YTOOBI ThI CTajla MOEN KEHOM.

OH cka3aj 3T0 CIOKOMHO.

— Bort u Bcs npuuumHa.

CnoBa ynapuiu eé€ cuiibHee JTi000H nomeunHsl. Buktopus 3a-
Mepia. OHa cMOTpeJIa Ha Hero, He Mopras. 3aTeM e€ B3I MeJI-
JIEHHO omycTuics. bomb BHYyTpy Oblla TAaKOH CHITBHOM. ..

Uro gaxe AbIXaHUE CTAJIO TAKENBIM. ITO OBLTIO XyKe, YeM KO-
raa e€ OWIn.

Xyke, yeM korja e€ ockopomsii. E€ ryOsl mporaynu.

— U BCE xe... — THUXO CcKa3asia OHa.

T'onoc e€ cnerka npoxai.

— 1 tymaro... 4T0 Bbl HPABWJIMCh MHE C CAaMOTO HavaJa.

Anekcannp ocraHoBWwICA. OH IOCMOTPET HA HEE CBEPXY BHU3.
Buxkropust cHoBa nofHs1a miaza. Cinéssl yxe Onectenv B HUX.



— 41 mo6mo Bac.

CrnoBa cOpBajIMCh MOYTH MIEMIOTOM.

— U He X0uy OTHANISITHCS... HE X04Y, YTOOBI OBUIO OOJIBHO.

Cnésbl THXO NoTeKJM 1o e€ mekaMm. OHa nogHsa pyky. Ocro-
POXKHO IMOTAHYJIACh K ero yimuy. Ho e€ nagons 3amepia B BO31y-
xe. OHa Tak AaBHO XOTesla MPUKOCHYThCS K HeMy. [locMoTpethb
B ero mia3a tak 0mu3ko. Ckaszarh 4to-HUOYIL Msrkoe. OH Hpa-
BUJICS €11 C caMoro Havasa. JTOT YesoBeK ObUT TEM MaJIbUUKOM.
Tem, KTO OJHAX/Ibl IPOTSIHYJI €1 PyKy B TOM TEMHOM KOMHATe.
Tem, KTO TUXO CKa3al:

«He mnaus. 5 6yny psoom.»

Il He€ oH HaBceraa ocTalicsl 3TUM ceeToM. Koraa oHa Berpe-
THJIA €ro CHOBa... OHa momoouia ero 0e3 Oy aKy.

CusbHoro.

CriokoiHoro.

YenoBeka, KOTOPBIM Ka3aJics €l U3 APYroro MUpa.

N naxe cenyac...

Haxe 1ocjie Bcex ero CJoB...

OHa He mMorJIa ero HeHaBUJIETh.

AunekcaHap cMOTpe Ha He€ HECKOJIbKO ceKyHI. Ero nuiio Obl-
JIO CTPaHHbIM.

Heuuraempim.

[Torom OH OTBepHYJICA U NOMIEN Jajbliie. OH BOLIEN B €€ KOM-
Hary.

AKKypaTHO OITyCTWJI €€ Ha KPOBaTh.

W cpasy orcrynui.



Ero rosnoc rmpo3By4Jai X0J04HoO.

— TBoE cepnue 111 MEHS HE UMEET POBHBIM CUYETOM HUKA-
KO0 3HAYeHMSI.

OH cpenain nay3y.

— Hwu ua gronwm.

W pazeepnyncs. Korga o yxonui, Bukrtopus cHoBa yBuena
€ro CIVHY.

DTy cnuHy, KOTOPYIO OHA BUEJIa yKe CTOJIbKO pa3. U e€ cepa-
11e OOJIE3HEHHO CXKAJIOCh.

I'nmasa 12

BuKkTOpHSs OCTOPOXKHO cena 3a MaJIeHbKUI YalHBIA CTOMK U
IIOBEPHYJIACh JIMLIOM K MMIIEPATPHULIE.

Yamku u3 ToHKoro (apgopa Tuxo 3BAKHYAM o Omoaua. B
KOMHATe MaxJIo OepraMoToM U cBekei Bbinedkol. CKBO3b BbI-
COKHE OKHa CTPYWICS MSTKUWA JTHEBHOW CBET, jefas aTmocde-
py nouru goMaiiHed. MiMneparopckuid 1BOper BCerna Ka3ajcs
BuKTOpHM CUIIKOM OOMBIIAM, CITUIITIKOM cTporuM. Ho psiom ¢
MMIIEpaTpULIEN HAIPsKEHHUE MTOYEMY-TO TIOCTETIEHHO UCUYE3AJIO.

Nmneparop, HanmpoTHB, BCETIa BHI3BIBAI Y HEE CKOBAHHOCTb.
Ero npuicyTcTBrE OBLIO TSKETBIM, CJIOBHO BO3yX BOKPYT CTaHO-
Buics ryie. C HuMm oHa 60s1ach ckasarh JimiiHee cjioBo. Ho nm-
neparpuiia objagajia peqKuM J1apoM — YMEHUEM pacriojiaraTb
mozeit. C Hell pa3roBOp TEK MSTKO U €CTECTBEHHO. A psIIOM CH-
JIeNa ele ¥ KPpOHIIPUHIIECCa.



Anens.

Ona ObuTa COBCEM JIPYTOH, YeM OOJBITMHCTBO APUCTOKPATOK,
KOTOpBIX BUKTOpYMA MHOI 1A BCTpeyalla Ha peKuX npueéMax. B e€
MaHepax He ObLIO XOJI0JHOM HagMeHHocTH. OHa roBopuiia npsi-
MO U UCKPEHHe, a B e€ yJbIOKe YyBCTBOBAJIOCH Teruio. [Toatomy
BuKTOpHS TOBONBHO OBICTPO TOYYBCTBOBaJIA ceOsl CIIOKOMHEE.
Azenb BHUMaTeIbHO NocMoTpena Ha Hee€. E€ B3 Obul Msr-
KHMM, HO BHUMATEJIbHBIM.

— Kcraru... — 0cTopoXkHO cKa3ana oHa, — MeH:s OECIOKOMT,
yro Benukas reproruHs BeIISAUT XyA€e, YEM B MPOLUIBIA pas,
KOr/a 51 Bac BUEJA.

Bukropus Ha cekyHay 3amepia. OHa 3Haja, 4To 9TO NpaBja.
3a nocieHue Heaeau oHa NouTy He ena. CoH ToXe MPUXOAnI
penko. Ho ona Bc€ paBHO 3acTaBmiia ceOsl yabIOHYThCSI.

— Moé€ 3110poBbe B IOCIEAHEE BPEMSI IEHCTBUTEILHO HEMHO-
IO XyXke... — THXO CKa3asa oHa. — Ho BOJIHOBaTbCs HE O YEM.

Agienb 4yTh HAKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY.

— IHonunmaro. Ho BC€ xe Haech, YTO CKOPO BCE HATTAIATCS.

Omna ynbiOHy1ach. Ha Heii Obuto JIETKOE TIaThe TSl OepeMeH-
HBIX — MSrKasi TKaHb CBOOOJHO CTPYHMJIACh BOKPYT €€ (pUrypsl.
E€ nyimHHBIE CBETIbIE BOJIOCH! OBLIN YJIOKEHbI Ha OJIHY CTOPOHY U
cusUTH B Jyvax cBeta. OHa OblTa Ha MSITOM Mecsiiie OepeMeHHO-
ctu. 1 BCE €€ IMLI0 CII0BHO CBETUIIOCh TUXUM cdacTbeM. MIHorna,
IJIS/1S Ha He€, BUKTOpUM CTaHOBWJIOCH CTPAHHO TEILIO U OfIHO-
BPEMEHHO HEMHOI'O I'PYCTHO.

Wmneparpuuia nocraBuiia yaiiky Ha CTOJI.



— Kak Hacyér Toro, 4toObl BBl C AJIC]Ib IPUCOSAMHIIUCH KO
MHE CEroJiHs1 Ha BeuepHen mecce?

OHa roBopuJia MsITKO.

— Ceituac B UMIIEpPaTOPCKOM JIBOPLIE HAXOAATCS CBAIEHHU-
KU, KOTOpbIE MOJISITCS 32 3/I0pOBbe OEPEMEHHBIX JKEHIIIVH.

AJleNb 0:KMBUJIACH.

— O! — oHna naxe xyonHyna B jagoum. — Crenaem tak! 51
TIOMPOIITY CBSIIIIEHHUKA OJ1arocJIOBUTD U 310poBbe Benukoii rep-
LOTMHH.

Bukropus cierka cMyTuiiach.

— Her... He croutr. CBSIIEHHUKU 3[€Ch paayd HaCJEIHOU
npuHIecchl. 1 He X0uy uX OeCrOKOUTb.

Wimneparpuiia MSTKO YJIBIOHYIACH.

— Jlaxe He mymaiite 00 3TOM.

E€ rosioc Obl1 CHOKOMHBIM M YBEPEHHBIM.

— Bbl TOXeE SIBJISIETECH YACTBIO HAIlIEW UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMBHU.

DTH €I0Ba MPO3BYYaIM TaK €CTECTBEHHO, YTO BUKTOpUS HE
cMoria Bo3pa3utb. OHa TUXO KMBHYJIA.

— buaropapio Bac.

[locne 3Toro pa3roBop cHOBa MOTEK CIIOKOMHO. OHU TOBOpU-
JI O TIPOCTHIX BEIIAX — O MOT0/Ie, O MPEACTOSANINX MMPa3JHUKAX,
O JIETSAX MPUABOPHBIX.

W Bnepsbie 3a qoroe Bpemsi BUKTopursi mouyBCTBOBaJIa, Kak
TSKECTh BHYTPU HEMHOro ocnabna. B momectbe repiiora oHa 1o-
YTH MepecTaja pa3roBapuBarh ¢ JOIbMH. TaM TUIIMHA ObLIa XO-
JIOTHOM.



31ech ke oHa ObLIa MATKOM.

CIIOKOMHOW.

K Beuepy Bukropus ortnpaBwiach BMecTe ¢ AJeib B Xpam.
Korna oHu Bonum BHYTpb, BUKTOpUS HAa MTHOBEHME OCTAHOBU-
nack. Xpam Obu1 32T cBeToM. COJHEYHBIE JTy4d MPOXOAUIIH
CKBO3b BUTPAXH Y OKPAIIMBAJIM KaMEHHBIN IOJI MSATKUMHU 1[BE-
TaMU — 30JI0TbIM, CHHUM, aJIbIM.

Ha BO3BbIIIEHNH CTOSUIN CBSAAIEHHUKM.

HexkoTtopple U3 HUX yXke CTOsIN Ha KOJIEHSIX, CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBbI
B MOJIUTBE.

B xpame 1apuiia ocobeHHast TUIIMHA.

He nycras — a HarnosnHeHHasi 4eM-TO TTyOOKMM M CHOKOW-
HBIM.

AJenp THXO NO3BaJIa:

— CasiieHHUK AJbOepT.

OnuH U3 MYKYMH MEJICHHO MTOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY. Y HEro ObLIH
TouTH OeJible cepeOpUCThie BOJIOCH M CIIOKOMHOE Jinio. Korma
OH yBUjIeN AZiesb, €ero TyObl TPOHYJIA TEMIas YIbIOKa.

— JloOpo moskanoBaTh, IpuHIIECca A/eb.

3arem ero B3I nepemectuics Ha Bukrtoputo. Y ocraHo-
Buics. Ero rnaza Opun ciokovinbivMu. Ho BHUMaTenbHbIMU. OH
CMOTpeJT Ha He€ UyTh JOJIbIIIE, YeM TpeOOoBaIa OObIYHAS BEKJIIH-
BOCTb.

Anenb npejacraBuia ee:

— 910 Benukasa repuoruHsa Bunuecrep. A npusena e€ Ha
MECCY CO MHOM.



— Ilonumaro.

CasimeHHMK KuBHYI. Ho B35 €ro Beé eme Obl1 cocpeoTo-
yeH Ha Bukropun.

— Ckopo HauHETcs moneOeH. [loxanyiicta, mpucaxuBai-
TECh.

OHu 3aHsUIM MECTO Ha IJTMHHOU CKambe. BUKTOpHS THUXO CIlo-
KWia pyKH Ha KoseHsx. CBSIeHHUKY Hadaau oOpsit. OHu Mej-
JIEHHO TIO/IHSUIACH M BBICTPOWIIUCH Niepen anTapeM. OuH 3a Apy-
MM HavdaJiuch MOIUTBBI. ['o5oc AnbOepra 3Bydas MSTKO U pOB-
HO. B HEM ObUTO 4TO-TO HEOOBIYANHO ycTOKamBaomee. Bukro-
pus Cllylllajia €ro U YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK HAIpsKEHUE MOCTENeH-
HO nokujaer e€ mieun. Korga Hactan MOMEHT OarocioBeHusd,
OJIVH U3 CITy’KUTEJeN PUHEC cepeOpsIHYIO Yallly cO CBSITON BO-
Jo1. AbOepT MoAOMmEN K AJiesb.

— Jla mpedynyT MUp U CTAOMIIBHOCTh C MATephbio ¥ OYIyIIUM
peGEHKOM.

OH noaHsN pyKy Haj e€ ronoBoil. CsATas BOAa TUXO KOCHY-
Jlach €€ BOJIOC.

OH npou3HEC MOMUTBY. A 3aTeM MeJJIeHHO OTKpbUI I1aza. 1
KMBHYJ Buktopun. OHa nojolna K ajrapio.

Cepatie e€ 6uI0ch HEMHOTO OBICTpEe.

Ona 3akpsuia 171a3a.

— Jla mpedynyT ¢ Bamu OnarocioBeHust Boxbu.

Karum cBsIToit Bofpl KOCHY/IHCH €€ Bosioc u Jioa. ['omoc Asib-
Oepra 3Bydan Tuxo. M KakuM-1o 00pa3oMm... oueHb Osm3ko. [o-
YTH LIETIOTOM OH BJAPYT CIIPOCUIIL:



— MBbI BCTpeyanuch paHbiiie?

BukTopus yauBIE€HHO OTKpbLIA I71a3a.

— O... Her.

OHna pacTepssHHO MOprHyJa.

— 41 BriepBbIe BUKY Bac.

CBsIIIEHHMK HEMHOTO MTOMOTYaJI. 3aTeM MSTKO YJIbIOHYIICS.

— TMonumaro. 3HauuT, g OmIUOCH.

OH cnokoiiHO 3aBepinil 0opsa OmarocinoBenusi. Ho Bukro-
pUsl IOYYBCTBOBAJIa CTPAHHOE OIIyILIEHHE.

Kak Oyaro B ero B3riszae ObUIO 4TO-TO 3HaKOMOe. OHa CHO-
Ba NIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero. M Ha cekyH[ly el OKa3aJloch, 4ToO CBS-
IIEHHUK CMOTPUT HA HE€ TakK...

CJI0BHO 1IBITAaETCS BCHOMHUTD OYEHBb JAIEKOE MTPOLUIOE.

keksk

Cronuua npocHyack 3a/10Jro 0 paccBeTa. YuIbl ObUlH 3a-
TIOJTHEHBI JIIOIbMU, YKpallleHbl 3HAMEHAMU Y TUPJISHAAMU U3 KU-
BbIX 11BeTOB. Ha GaskoHax pa3BeBanuch umrepckue ¢uiard, a B
BO3JIyXe CTOSUT 3BOH KOJIOKOJIOB U IITYM TOJIITBL. DTO ObLT IeHb (he-
CTUBAJISI — NPa3IHUK OCHOBaHUA VMmepun. Anekcanap npu-
ObLI B CTOJIMILY KaK pa3 K 3TOMY JHIO. YTPEeHHUI Mapa]| MpoIien
1O [MIaBHOM TUIolaau. Briepeau nBuranuch MMIIEPCKUE pulliapy
B CBEPKAIOIMX JIOCIIEXAX, MX KOHU CTYNAJX POBHBIM CTPOEM, a
KOIbsl OTPAKAJIX SIPKOE YTPEHHEE COJHLE. 32 HUMU CJIEI0BAIN
3HaMEHOCIIbI, O(PULIEPBI, PEICTABUTENN 3HATHBIX JOMOB. Toi-
a MpUBETCTBOBAJIA UX TPOMKHUMHM BO3IJIacaMu. AJIeKCaHAp exall
BIIEpEM OTpsa BuHuecTepckux puiljaper — BBICOKUM, TPAMON



B CeJlJIe, XOJIOAHBIN U IMOYTH BEJINUYECTBEHHBIN.

[ocne 3aBepieHus napaja COnpoOBOXKJAIIIME HAYAJIU CIIEIT-
HO TOTOBUTKLCS K OAHKETY B IIEHTpaJIbHOM JBOpIle. Tem Bpeme-
HEM BO JIBOpLIE YK€ HauMHAIOCh JBMkeHue. Clyru TOpOIuiMBO
nepeHoCUsIn OJTiofia, IPOBEPSTN CepeOPsHYIO TIOCYTy, paccTaB-
nsm cBeur. Korma 1o BukTopuu Jomia HOBOCTh O PUOBITHH
AJlekcaH/ipa, OHa MOCIENIHO CITYCTUJIaCh B TJIaBHBIM XOJUI Tep-
BOro staxa. CeroqHs oHa Hajiea TEMHO-3€JIeHOe IIaThe. TKaHb
MSTKO CTPYyWIach 1o (purype, a Bbipe3 ObUT YKpallleH U3SIIIHBIM
TEMHO-30JI0ThIM KpykeBoM. OHO Aesiasio LBET €€ I71a3 eIlg spue,
a KoXy — noutu ¢papdopooit. JIioau HEBOJIBHO OIISIIBIBAIUCH
Ha He€. HekoTopsle NpuABOpHbIE Ja)Ke HA MTHOBEHUE 3aMe/IIsI-
v war. Ho BukTopus noutu He 3amevana 3Thx B3rsa0B. Eé
MBICJTH OBUTH 3aHSITHI TOJIBKO OTHVIM.

OH BepHyICS.

Oma crosiyia B X0JUle, He 3Hasl, Kyna cedsi AeTh, KOrjaa BAPYyT
yCIbllIaa rojoc:

— Bama CBeTsocTs.

Omna oOepHynack. K Heil momomén Myxk4urMHa, KOTOpOro OHa
yKe BUJIeJIa HECKOJIBKO JTHEH Ha3a/l B LieHTpe ropoza. IlomoiHuk
Ausiekcanpa. OH [OYTUTENIBHO CKJIOHWII TOJIOBY.

— 4 npumeén nepenarts nociaanue Ero BeicoyectBa. OH cKa-
3aJ1, UTO BBl MOXeTe MPOUTH B OaHKeTHBIN 3a1. Ero BeicouecTBo
HEMHOI'O 33/IEP/KUBAETCS.

Bukrtopusi Ha cekyHay pacrepsuiack. [lo oObrvaio cymnpyru
BXomuiM B 3a7 BMecte. OHa aymasia, 4ro Oyder kaath AJiek-



canzpa. [Tosromy ciioBa MOMOIIHMKA 3aCTABUIIA €€ TTOYYBCTBO-
BaTb JIETKYIO HEJIOBKOCTb.

— O... IOHATHO.

OnHa Ha MIHOBEHME 3a/1yMaJlach.

«Knate nu?»

Ho ecnu oH cienanbHO OTIIPAaBUII COOOIIEHHE. ..

3HAuuT, OH HE XOTeJ, YTOOBl OHA XkJIaa.

— Cnacu60, 4To nepeaanu, — TUXO cKa3asla OHa. 3aTeM OHa
HEMHOT'0 3aMsLIach.

— XM...

Omna BIpYyTr NOHsJIA, YTO HE 3HAET ero MMeHu. MyxkuuHa 3a-
METHUJI €€ 3aMelaTesIbCTBO U CJIeTKa YJIBIOHYIICS.

— Memns 30ByT Jlykac JI€BeHaH.

OH crnerka NoKJIOHWICH.

— [loxkanyiicta, Ha3piBariTe MeHs Jlykacom.

— Cnacu6o, Jlykac.

BuxkTopust msirko yneiOHy1ack. [Tocie 3Toro oHa HarpaBUiIach
BO JIBOpEI], Iie HaxoauyIcs OaHKeTHbIH 3a1. Ciyra mpoBOIuII e€
1o asepeu. Korga Bukropus Bonuia BHYTpb, IIIyM Pa3roBOpPOB
Ha MTHOBEHHME CTHX. 3aj OblT OrPOMHBIM. BBICOKME TOTONKH,
XpYCTaJIbHbIE JIIOCTPBI, IJTMHHBIE CTOJBI, TIOKPBITHIE OEIOCHEX-
HBIMU CKATEPTAMHU. BUKTOPHSA OCTaHOBUJIACH BO3JIE CTONA, KOTO-
pbIl IIpeIHa3Havascs i He€ u Aniekcanapa. CTyJ psiioM ocTa-
Bajics mycTeiM. OHa cTosijla TaM ofiHa. Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT
K HEW NOJOIIUIH HECKOJIBKO JaM.

— Benukas reprioruss, Kak Bamm Aena? — APYKET0OHO



CKazajia oflHa U3 HUX. — 51 He BuJesa Bac CO BpEMEHM MOCIe/-
HEro YaernuTusl.

— Jla, kaK BbI oxuBaeTe?

BukTopusi BeKJIMBO YJIbIOHYJIACh.

— brnarogapio Bac. Y MeHs BCE XOpOLIO.

[locne HeckombKUX O(PUIMATIBHBIX (Ppa3 pasroBOp HEMHOIO
oxuBuiics. M Bckope ABepH CHOBA OTKPbLIUCH. B OaHKeTHBbII 321
BOILIEN HACJIEIHBIN TIPUHIL CO CBOEW KE€HOW. AZleNb epXkaa py-
Ky Ha CBOEM OKpymuBIieMcs: kuBote. OHa ObljIa Ha TO3JHEM
CpOKe OEepeMEHHOCTH, 1 €€ JIUIIO BBITJISIIENIO MSITKUM U CIIOKOM-
HbIM. Hacnennblil npuHil OepexHo nepxan e€ noa pyky. OHu
T OYeHb OTM3KO IPYT K ApYyry. JJambl TUXO 3alienTasmch.

— 971U OBOE BCeraa Tak OJIM3KU.

— 4 cnpimana, HacneqHBIA TPHUHI] HEBEPOSITHO 3a00TIMB.
OHu ObUTM TAKUMHM C CAMOTO Havasa Opaka.

— O 4éMm ThI TOBOPHUIIITHL? — 3acMesiiach pyrasi. — TBOU Myxk
TOXE CIAJOK KaK MEI.

JKeHIMHBI HaYaIu CMESAThCS, TOMIIYYMBasl HaJl CBOUMH CY-
pyramu.

Bukrtopus ciyiana ux pasropop.

N momvana.

OHa BOpyr 3a1ymanacs.

«Kax 310 Bo3mMoxkHO? Kak Jiiomu MOTyT OBITh HACTOJIBKO OJTH3-
KHU... €C/IM MX OpaK 3aKJII0YEH MO MOJUTUYECKUM MTPUYUHAM 7>

E€ cobcTBeHHbIN Opak ObUT MMEHHO TakuM. Ho y Hux ¢ AJiek-
CaH/IPOM He OBUIO ke JPYKECKUX Pa3srOBOPOB.



WHorna oHa noBuia ceGs Ha MBICIH, YTO OHU MOYTHU HE3Ha-
KOMIIBI.

— A 4ro Hacu€t Benukon reprioruiu?

Bukrtopus B3aporsyia.

— A?

Bce B3m1s11p1 0OpaTHIIUCh K HEH.

— Hawm Bcem oueHb MHTEpECHO Y3HaTh, Kakou Benvkuii rep-
uor Bunuecrep.

— BuI peniko ObiBaeTe B CTOJMIIE, TIO3TOMY HaM JTIIOOOIBITHO,
KakK BbI )KUBETE.

BukTopusi mouyBcTBOBasA JIETKOE HarpsikeHre. OHa HEJIOBKO
YIBIOHYIACh.

— Ero Beico4yecTBO... OUEHb 3aHAT.

OHa 0CTOpOXHO TIOIOMpasIa CJIoBa.

— A B 1ioMecThe MOYTH HEeT KeHIrH. FiHoraa ObiBaeT HeMHO-
'O OJIMHOKO... HO f1 CIIPABJISIIOCh.

OtBer nonyuywics HeonpeAaeaEHHbBIM. K cuacTsio, 1aMbl TOJIb-
KO MOHUMAIOIIIE KUBHYJIU.

— BepHo, HaBepHOE TPyAHO MPUIJIAIATh TOCTEN U3 CTOUIIBI.

— Ho BbI 00s13aTeIbHO MpUIIACUTE HAC KOTa-HUOYAb?

— 51 GBI ¢ parocThio TIOOBIBAJIA B TIOMecThe BuHuecTep.

PasroBop ObicTpo cmenmn temy. Tonbko Torga Bukrtopus
HeMHOro pacciadmiack. OHa ydacTBOBaJla B pa3roBope, Korjaa
BIPYT Yyciblliaja 1myM y Bxoaa. OHa nosepHyJia rojosy. U yBu-
Jena ero.

AnekcaHap BoIIEN B OaHKeTHbIM 3au. M moutm cpasy Bce



B3IJISIIBI OOpaTHIIMCh K Hemy. [lake HacIeAHbINA TPUHIL ITPUBJIE-
KaJI MEHbIIIE BHUMaHKs. BpICOKMI, CTpOrui, B TEMHOM Mapaj-
HOM MYHAMpPE — AJIEKCaHIp BBIIVISAE] MOYTH IyTralolle BeJIu-
YECTBEHHO. BUKTOpH MMOUyBCTBOBAIA, KaK CEpILE ClIErKa yCKO-
pwiock. OHa nonpoianachk ¢ gamamu. M1 oCTOpokHO MojaoIia
K HEMY.

— Bame BricouectBo.

Anekcanap oOepHyJcs Ha e€ TUXUii rojioc. BukTopus nepxa-
Jla Kpai miaths nanabiamu. OHa 60s171ach.

Bostiace, yTo oH mpocto npournHopupyet e€. U yiuaér. Ho Bo-
KPYT ObLIO CITMIIIKOM MHOTO JIIOAEH.

AJnekcanzp, BEpOSATHO, IOHUMAJI 3TO.

[TosTOMy OH HE TTPOSBIJT OOBIYHOM XOJIOJHON PE3KOCTH.

— Iloinémre Ha cBOM MecTa, — CyXO cKa3all oH. Y mpoTsaHyn
ey pyKy.

Bukrtopus yaquBieéHHO nocMortpesna Ha Hero. Ha cekyHay oHa
Jaxe He noBepuiia. Ho moToM ocTopokHO MOJIOKUIIA CBOIO PYKY
B €10 J1afioHb. Ero masblibl ObLTH XOJIOITHBIMH.

Ero nuiio ocrtaBaaoch HEIOBOJbHBIM.

U Bce xe...

OH conpoBox AT €€.

U 3TOro okazanoch JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI B €€ cepiile MOsBU-
Jlach MajieHbKasi uIckpa ooserdyenusi. OHM HAITPaBUIUCh K CBOE-
My croiy. M1 B 3TOT MOMEHT HaCJIe/IHbli MPUHL], 3AMETUB HX, C
IIUPOKOU yIBIOKOW HAITPABUJICS UM HABCTPEYY.



I'nasa 13

— 41 ObLT yBepeH, YTO BBl YPE3BBIYAWHO 3aHSATHI, — C J00-
POMYIIIHON YJILIOKOW TIPOM3HEC HACETHBIN MTPUHII, — HO, K CYa-
CTBIO, y Bac BCE e HAIUIOCh BPeMsI TIOCETUTh OaHKET.

AJlekcanp eaBa 3aMETHO HAXMY PUJICSL.

D10 OBUIO MOYTH HE3aMETHO — JIETKOEe JIBUXKEeHUE OpOoBeil,
TeHb HEJOBOJICTBA, MEJIbKHYBINAS B 1a3ax. Ho oH TyT %ke B3si1
ceOs1 B pyku. Ha ero ymiie mosiBuiach BeXJIMBasi, BhIBEpEeHHAS
yibiOKa. Ta camasi, KOTOpPOU OH TMOJIL30BAJICS HA TUTUIOMATHUE-
CKHX BCTpeuax.

— Pazymeercsi, — criokoiHO oTBeTH1 OH. — Kak ke mor s
MPOIYCTUTh CTOJIb CJIABHOE TOPXKECTBO?

Hacneanbiil npyHIL clierka HaKJIOHWT TOJIOBY.

— OmmyuHo. 1 HeMHOTrO nepesKMUBaJl, MOCKOJIbKY Bbl HE y4acT-
BOBAJIM B Mapajie.

Ha cexyHny mMexay HAMM NMOBUCHIA May3a. AJIEKCaHIp MOJ-
Jya cMoTpel Ha Hero. U Bapyr ero ryOsl TpOHYyJIa OTKPOBEHHAS
yibiOKa. [Toutn HacmenuuBast. OH MPEKpacHO 3HaJ, YTO HACTIE -
HOMY TIPUHITY OBLJIO HEJIOBKO. TOT He COMPOBOXK A MMIIepaTopa
BO BpEMsl YTPEHHETO IIECTBHUsI, COCJABIIMCh HA COCTOSIHUE XKe-
Hbl. V1 XOTS1 3TO BBIIJISZIENIO BIIOJIHE OMPABJAHHO, MPUABOPHBIE
BCE paBHO NMepEeNIENThIBAINUCE. Teneph ke HaCJAEIHbIN MPUHIL CaM
3aTPOHYJT TEMY OTCYTCTBUS AJIeKCaHIpa. 3aMETUB 3Ty YIIBIOKY,
HACJICTHBIN MPUHI] 9y Th TPUTIOAHST OpoBU. OH OBICTPO CMEHIIT
temy. W nepeséin B3miag Ha Bukropuio.



— AX, g BUKy, Benukas reproruas Toxe 37€ech.

Ero ynpiOKa cHOBa cTajia MSTKOU U MPUBETIUBOM.

— Agenb pacckaspiBajla MHE, YTO Bbl UYBCTBOBAJIM CeOsi
HEBaXXHO. S ciblima, cBsiieHHUK OnarocaoBui Bac. Terneps Bcé
B nopsifike?

Bukropus ciierka ckiaoHuia ronosy. Ha e€ nune nossuiiach
CIIOKOHASI, BEKJIMBASI YJIbIOKA.

— Hla, 6maropmaps Bameit 3a6ote, Barre BeicouectBo. Tenepn
s 4YyBCTBYIO ceOs JTydlIie.

OHa roBopuJia MsTKO.

Ho noka oHa pasroBapuBaia, AjeKCaHAp HE3aMETHO MIOCMOT-
peJ1 BHU3.

Ha e€ nogprkky.

TkaHb MIaThsI CKpBIBaJIa OMHTHI, HO OH BCE PAaBHO IOMHIJ HX.
3arem ero B3IV CKOJBb3HYI K €€ TOHKOMY 3ansAcTbio. OH yBH-
JieJ1 ejBa 3aMETHYI0 TeHb CUHsKA. Ero nmajibipsl HEPOU3BOJIBHO
cxauchk. M oH ObICTpO OTBEN 11a3a, OyATO HUUYEro He 3aMeTHIL.

— AX, Ka)eTcs, CKOpO Ha4HYTCS TaHIIbl, — CKa3aJl HacJe/I-
HBII IPUHL. B 3TOT MOMEHT OpKeCTp CMEHWII MEJIOJUIO.

My3bIka cTasia Msarye. JIErkui BajibC IJIABHO pa3JIniIcs MO 3a-
ny. HacnenHplil npuHIl NONpOIIAJICS ¢ HUMU M HalpaBWIICA K
cBoeil xene. Bckope OankeTHbIN 3a paszaenwics. OqHA mapsl
BBIIIUIM HA TaHILIEBAJIBHYIO IUIOAKY. Jpyrue ocranuce 3a cro-
JlaMu, ciyinasi My3blKy M Tipofoiskasi Oecebl. Bukropus octo-
POKHO MOCMOTpeENa Ha AJiekcanpa. Ero Jmio sicHo roBopuio
OJIHO — OH He cobupascs TaHeBaTb. OH B3su1 OOKaJ BUHA Y CO-



npoBozkaaoiero. M cienan riorok.

Bukropusa tixo crosuia pagoM. OHa mbITanack NMpUIyMarth,
yTO cKas3arb. Ho cioBa HMKak He nmpuxonuiau. Bekope k Auiek-
CaHJIpy Ha4aJli TIOAXOUTh TOCTH.

BenbMoxku, oduliepbl, MPUIBOPHBIE.

OHM IpUBETCTBOBANIU €TI0, 3a1aBAJIM BOIIPOCHI, JEJIWINACH HO-
BocTsAMU. OH OTBEYaJl CIIOKOVMHO M YBEepeHHO. bynro sta cBer-
ckas Oeceia Obuia JJ1s1 HEroO MPUBBIYHON Urpoid. Buktopus cune-
na psgom. OHa cierka KoCcHyJIach nayibliaMu Ookasa Ha crone. U
Momdya HaOmonana. OHa Buzena, Kak JIETKO OH OOIIaeTcs ¢ Apy-
rumu oapMu. Kak yBepeHHO nepxurcs. Y mouemy-To UMEHHO
9TO 3aCTaBJISIO €€ YyBCTBOBATh ceOsl elié Oosiee JIMIIHEN psiioM
C HUM.

Koraa nmotok rocren HakOHel| UCCSIK, AJIEKCaAaHApP BHE3AITHO
noaHsuics. Y Bbien Ha teppacy. CHapyxu ObUIO THXO. XO0JIOA-
HBII BEUEPHUI BO3/yX KOCHYJICA ero juua. OH NOAOLIEN K me-
pwiaM. Onépcs Ha HUX JIAIOHSAMU.

Berep cnerka tpemnai ero BoJOCHI.

Heckonbko ceKyH[] OH IPOCTO CTOsUI TaM, 3aKpbIB I1a3a. [lym
3aJ1a octasicsl no3aau. Y rojoBa HakoHel craja 4yTh Jierye. Ho
BIPYT JIBEPb 32 €0 CIIMHON TUXO OTKPBLUIACH.

OH noBepHyJI roJoBy.

Ha Teppacy BbllLIa KEHIIMHA B TEMHO-3EJIEHOM IUIATHE.

Bukropusi.

OHa nojonuia OCTOPOXHO.

— Baiie BeicouecTBo... ¢ BaMu BCE B opsigke?



E€ nu110 BeIrgaeno 00eCroKOeHHbBIM.

Auiekcanap HA4Yero He orBeTws. OH MPOJOIKal CMOTPETH
Briepeén. BHyTpu 3aa Ha HUX MOIJIM CMOTPETh AECATKH JIIOJIEH.
Ho 3pechb, Ha Teppace, Bc€ ObLIO MHaue. 3/1eCh He HYKHO ObLIO
npuTBOPATHCA. U OH He XOTes 1enaTh BUIl, YTO MEXAY HUMU €CTh
OIM30CTb.

— Kawmeprep gajn MHe 4all OT MOXMEJbs, — THUXO CKasaja
Bukrtopus. OHa npotsHyna emy vaiiky. OHa BHena, Kak OH
MpOIo/KaeT NuTh BUHO. U momymana, 4ro, BO3MOXHO, €ro My-
yaet noxmenbe. Ho Asiekcanap He B3su1 yaliky. Bukropus men-
JICHHO OIYCTHWJIA TOJIOBY.

— Bawm BoBce He 00s3aTe/IbHO €r0 MUTh... — TUXO CKa3aia
oHa. — Ho 4 ocTaBitio ero 3/71ech.

Omna nocraBuiia yalky Ha KaMEHHBIN apareT. 3aTeM 3aMell-
kayach. He ynuia cpa3y. Ha e€ e MenbkHYyJIoO e1Ba 3aMeTHOe
’KE€JIaHUE OCTaThCs PAIOM. AJIEKCaHAP MEIJIEHHO MOPTHYIL.

On 3ametw 3710. U OBICTpO TIepeBEN Ha HeE BIIJISL.

— 9710 TBOE X000M? — €ro rojioc Mpo3BydYan XOJOAHO. —
BbITh HaBSI3UMBOW ?

Bukropus B3gpornyna. E€ rmaza nporHyiau. AJiekcaHap OT-
BepHyJicsi. OH YyBCTBOBaJI, KAK BHYTPU MOTHUMAETCS pa3paKe-
Hue. Ho pasapaxeHue ObLIO He TOIBKO Ha He€. IMEHHO 3TO ero
31ms10. EMy Ob1J10 OB1 TOpa3io jierye, eciiv Obl 3Ta )KEeHIIMHA ITPOo-
CTO Mcye3a u3 ero xku3Hu. Ho oHa mponoskana nosiBisiTbes.

CHoBa ¥ CHOBA.

— 4 mpocto Gecrokoock O BameM BricodecTse... — THXO



ckazana Bukropus.

OH ycMmexHyJICS.

— He nonumaro, moyemy Thl IOJKHA OECIIOKOUTHCSI 000 MHE.

Bukrtopus mogHsna ra3za. E€ B3 Obul sicHeiM. W moue-
MY-TO UMEHHO 3TO BCEr/a BBIBOIUJIO €T0 U3 PaBHOBECHSI.

Ty 1asa.

OHu Bcerja CMOTpPEIM Ha HEro Tak jKe.

Jlaxe Toraa, Korjaa oH roBOpII €M caMble KECTOKUE BEIIH.

— [louemy ThHI OOJIBIIE qyMaenib 0 MOEM OyayIlleM, YeM O
CBOEM? — pe3KO cKa3ajl OH. — Heyxenu Tsl JyMaelb, 4To 3TOT
Opak OyzeT JJIMTbCsl BEYHO?

E€ ryOpI IporHyJm.

Omna onycTuia B3I,

I'naza e€ cnerka nokpacHenu. M B 3T0T MOMEHT AJiekcaHAp
MOYYBCTBOBAJI HEMPUATHOE cxkaTve B rpyau. OH nonuman. OH
3aII€EN CIMILIKOM JIaJIeKO.

Ho BMecTo TOro 4troObl OCTAHOBWUTBLCSI, OH JIWINL CHJIbHEE
COPSTAJI CBOM YyBCTBA 32 XOJIOIOM.

— ...IIpomy npouenus.

['onoc Buktopuu nipo3Byyait Txo. CaaBiieHHO.

— 1 6osbinie He Oyy Bac OSCITOKOUTD.

Omna noBepHyJ1ace.

N ymuna.

E€ maru Obuin HepoBHBIMU. BynTo oHa morna ynactsb B Jio-
6011 momeHT. Korya oHa ucuesna 3a 1Bepbio, AJIEKCaHIp Pe3KO
yAapUJI JIAOHBIO 110 JIOY.



— Yepr...

OH mymad, 4rto nocie e€ yxona craner Jyierde. Ho HaoGopor.
B rosiose Bc€ eme cTos1 €€ B3I,

E€ rnaza.

[onHele cnés.

On kperue cxan nepuaa. Ceparie OMIOCh CIUIIKOM OBICTPO.
910 pasapaxano. OH NMPUBBIK CKpbIBaTh cBou 3mouuu. Ilocne
MHOTHUX JIET BOMHBI, MOC/e OeCYUCIEHHbIX CMepTell — OH Ha-
yuwics aepxath 0. OH MOT CLIOKOWHO YJIBIOAThCSl UMIIepa-
TOPY.

CIIOKOMHO pa3roBapuBaTh C JIIOJbMU, KOTOPbIE MEUTAIN YHU-
YTOKUTb €T0.

Ho c neii...

[Touemy-TO 3TO CTAHOBMJIOCH HEBO3MOXKHBIM.

«Korma aTo Hayasoch?..»

OH He ycnesn 101yMaTh.

— O... mpotiy npoIieHus.

JKeHckni rosoc paspaincs u3-3a KOJIOHHBL. OTTyna BbIILUIA
KEHIIMHA.

OHa BbIIVIsA/IENA CerKa CMYIIEHHOM.

— 41 He xoTena NoACIyIIUBATh.

Anekcanzp Opocu Ha He€ KOpOTKMH B3mIsAA. M TyT *ke ot-
BepHyJics. OH 3HaJI, 4TO OHa TaM. EIIE Koraa BhIIIE Ha Teppacy.
Ho 310 ero He uHTEpECcoBao.

— JlaBHO He BUJIE/IMCh, HE TaK JIM? — CKa3aJia EHIIMHA, MO/~
X051 OJIIKe.



OH Haxmypuics.

— BpI Mens 3Haere?

Ona ynpIOHY1acCh.

— Jlymaio, Bbl MEHs HE IOMHUTE.

Anekcanap OKMHYJ €€ OBICTPBIM B3MJISIOM. E€ Jiiio Huuero
€My He TOBOPHUJIO.

— W 4r0 xe Bbl XOTeIM? — XOJIOJHO CITPOCHUJI OH.

— 4 Jlana u3 noma Ilpaiic.

OH cnierka 3agymasics. M TOJbKO TOrAa 4To-TO BCIIOMHUAJL.

IIpaiic.

OpHa U3 cemeil, KOTOpbIEe KOTAA-TO MbITATUCh IIOPOAHUTHCS C
HUM. JI0 BOMHBI.

— Pa3sBe BBl He oMHMTE? — cKa3ajia oHa. — Korga-To ro-
BOPWJIM O HALIEW ITOMOJIBKE.

IHa.

Tenepb OH BCIIOMHMIL.

[TomornBKa goKHA ObLJIA COCTOSATHLCS MOCIIE €r0 COBEPIIEHHO-
nerus. Ho nmneparop ormpaBuil ero Ha BovHy. M pasroBopsl o
CBaJbOe MCUYE3NTU CaMH COOOM.

— 41 oueHb pajia CHOBa yBUIIETh Bac, — IPOJIOJIKAIA OHA. —
YecTHO rOBOpS1, MHOI/IA SI BCIIOMUHAIO O Bac.

Aunexcanap moyai. Ho oHa Bc€ paBHO mpoaosrkana:

— Kcratu... BbI, JIODKHO OBITh, CHJIBHO HEIOMIOOIMBacTe
CBOIO JKEHY.

OH yxe cobupaics yitu. Ho oHa octanoBuia ero.

— Mo# oten Xo4eT NoMoYb BaleMy BeicouecTBy.



OH ocraHOBWJICA.

N menneHHo noBepHyJIcs.

Ero rmaza cy3uimce.

— W3 Toro, uTo A cipllIaa... — cka3aja oHa, — Bbl ¢ Benu-
KO TepILIOrMHEN Koria-H1OyIb pa3BeETeCh.

Oma 3arpaBuJia psiabs Bosioc 3a yxo. E€ rmasza 6necHyiy.

— Tocne aToro Bam crousio Obl HAJIAAUTH OTHOIIEHUS C Ha-
el CeMbEN.

AJIeKCaH/Ip HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/ CMOTpeJI Ha He€. 1 Bapyr TMxo
paccmesuicst. Kak Oynro yebimman jiaid cOOakm.

— BbI B cBOEM yme?

Omna pacrepsnace.

— Yro?..

— bBo1ock, g 4TO-TO yIyCTHII, — XOJIOIHO cKa3all oH. OH mo-
CMOTpeJI Ha He€ Tak, Oy/ITO Tiepel HUM ObUIO YTO-TO COBEPIIICH-
HO HUYTOXXHOE.

N ymeén.

Korna oH BepHyJIics B OaHKETHBIN 3aJ1, My3bIKa CHOBA y/lapuviia
IO €rO CIIyXY.

[Tym.

Cwmex.

PasroBopsl.

W Bapyr oH 3amMeTuI e€.

Bukrtopuio. OHa 1111a K BBIXOJY U3 3aJ1a.

— Xa-a...

Aunexcanap ocraHoBwiics. M Bapyr noHs1 onHy Benib. M3 Bcex



JIIOZIEW B 9TOM OI'POMHOM 3aJi€...
[lepBoii, KOro oH yBUAEI,
ObLIa UIMEHHO OHA.

I'nasa 14

BukTtopusi nokvHysna GaHKETHBIM 3aj1 MOYTH He3aMeTHo. 3a
e€ CIMHOM Mpojo/Kaya 3By4YaTh My3blka. JIETKUNA BaJibC, CMeX
rocTeil, 3B0H OOKaJIOB — BCE 3TO CIMBAJIOCh B OAWH ITYMHBIN
IIOTOK, KOTOPBIY MTOCTENIEHHO PACTBOPSAJICS, CTOWJIO € BBIUTH B
JUIMHHBIN IBOPLIOBBIA KOPUAOP.

3nech ObUIO THXO.

CnuILIKOM THXO.

Msrkuii CBeT HACTEHHBIX KaH IEJISIOPOB JIOKHUIICS HA MPaMOp-
HBII NOJI JJIMHHBIMU 30JIOTUCTBIMHU MOjIocaMM. BpICOKMe OKHa
OTpakaJlu HOYHOe He0O, U XOJIOIHBIA BO3AYX CKOJIB3MII 1O Ka-
MEHHBIM CTEHAM.

Bukropus nuia MejieHHo.

Kaxnpiii mar naBajcs e tsokeno. E€ Teno ObU1o yTOMIIEHO.
Ho emg cuibHee OblT 13MOXIEH e€ pasym. CioBa AjiekcaHapa
BCE elIE 3ByYasii B T'OJIOBE.

«Heyxemu T gymaeriib, 9To 9TOT Opak OyIeT MIMThCS BEd-
HO?»

Ona monsiTanack ryooko BAOXHYTh. HO Tpynb CIOBHO Cika-
Jack. BHe3anHo pe3kast 00J1b MPOH3MIIa €€ HOTY.

— Ax...



Omna ocTaHOBHJIACh.

Crnerka nomarHysIach M ONEPIAch pyKou O cTeHy. Jloaprkka
CHOBa HavaJia O0JIE3HEHHO MYJILCUPOBaTh. BO3MOXHO, N3-32 BbI-
cokux Tydenb. OHa Obl1a yBEepeHa, YTO HOra MOYTH 3a)Kuia...
HO ceifuac 00k BO3BpaIiaiachk, OyATo HaroMuHas o cede. Buk-
TOpMS 3aKpbUIa IJ1a3a U TKENO B310XHYa. M BOpyr ycisimaia
niaru. OHU pa3gaBajivCh TAE-TO BIEPEIU.

MenjieHsrle.

CnokoiHsbIe.

OHa nogHsiia rojony.

[To kopuIOpy K Hew IIEN YeJIOBEK B OJIEK/IE CBsllIEHHUKA. Ko-
ra OH MPUOIM3WIICSA, BUKTOpHS MIMPOKO pacKpblia Iiasa.

— CasrmieHHUK AJbOepT...

D10 ObUT TOT CAMBIil CBSIIEHHUK, KOTOPOTO OHA HEIAaBHO
BCTpETHWJIa Ha Mecce BMecTe ¢ Afiesib. ATbOEPT OCTAHOBUIICS TIe-
pel Hel.

— Barre BricouecTBo.

Ero royoc ObUT MSITKMM ¥ CITOKOHHBIM.

Ho yxe B crenyolyio CeKyH1y ero B3IJIs]] OIMyCTUIICS K €€
Hore. OH 3aMeTHJI OYXIIYIO JIOABIKKY.

— Bawm, goikHO OBITH, OOJIBHO.

BukTopusa HEMHOIO CMyTWIIACH.

— O... na.

OnHa cMoTpena Ha Hero ¢ JErkuM JooomnsTcTBoM. Eii kaza-
JIOCh CTPaHHBIM BUJIETh €r0 37IeCh — BO JBOpIIE, I7Ie B pasrape
OankeT. CBAIEHHUK CPev BCEro 3TOro OJ1ecKa U IyMa Ka3ajicst



MOYTH HEYMECTHBIM.

AnpOept 3ameTi e€ B3I, Y MATKO yIbIOHYJICS.

— borock, 1 HEMHOTrO 3a0MyauiIcsl, — CKa3ajl OH C JIETKON
HEJIOBKOCTBIO. — JIBOpELl CIMIIKOM MPOCTOPHBIHN U 3aITy TAHHBIN.

BukTtopus Tuxo paccmestiach.

— Ionumaro.

«CBSIIIEHHUKY TOXeE MOTYT 3a0JTyIUThCS...»

[Toka oHa paccMmaTpuBaa ero ¢ JErkum uHTepecom, Anboept
BIPYT OCTOPOKHO OMYCTUJICSI HA OJHO KOJIEHO Mepe]l Heil.

Bukropus B3gpornyina.

— Mory s B3IJISIHYyTh Ha Bally JIOABLKKY ?

— O, HeT, HeT... — OHa pacTepssHHO 3aMaxajia pykou. — 51
B MOPSIJIKE...

Ho AnbOept MSrKo rmokavasi roJioBou.

— $1 Mory MCHIOJIL30BaTh CBOIO CHITY, YTOOBI UCIIEIUTh BAITY
HOT'Y.

Ero rosnoc 3Byyan Tuxo.

Ho yBepenHo.

— Bam He 0 yem OecroKOUThCHI.

B ero ToHe ObLJI0 UTO-TO YAMBUTEIBHO CIIOKOMHOE.

Teroe.

Hacronpko, uro BUkTOprsa HEOXKMIAHHO MMOYYBCTBOBAJA J10-
BEpHUE.

OHa HepelmTeabHO KMBHYIA.

— Torpa... noxanyucra.

AJBOEpPT OCTOPOKHO B3SUT €€ JIOABIKKY.



Ero npukocHoBeHHE OBbLIO JIETKHM.

IToutn HEBECOMBIM.

UYepe3 MrHOBEHUE BOKPYT €ro PyKU MOSIBUWICS MSTKUU TOJTY-
601 ceeT. OH ObLT MPO3paYHBIM, CJIOBHO JTyHHOE cusiHue. Korma
CBET KOCHYJICS €€ KOxXU, BukTopus B3aporuysia. OnryieHue Obl-
JIO CTpaHHBIM. ByqTO OHA OMycTHIIa HOTY B ITPOXJIagHyIo Boay. U
OJTHOBPEMEHHO B 3TOM XOJIOJIE OIIYIIAIOCh JIErkoe Terio. Cuiia
MSTKO OOBOJIaKMBasia e€ JoapikKy. CHayajla OHa HEMHOTO IIH-
raja.

A motom...

Bonb Hauana ucuesars. ATbOEpT OTITYCTHII €€ HOTY.

— [MonpoGyiiTe MoIIEeBEINTS €.

BukTOpHs 0CTOpOKHO OBEpHYJIA JIOABIKKY. OHA IPUTOTOBU-
JIach K OOJIH.

Ho e€ ne Obu10.

CoBcem.

— Ax...!

OHa mMpoOKO pacKkpbuIa IJasa.

— HeseposrHo...

OHa cHoBa noreBeniIa Horoi. Hukakoi 6omu.

— Crniacu60 BaM! — BOCKJIMKHYJ1a OHa. — Bosbiiie He 60auT!

JL7151 He€ 3TO Ka3anoCh HACTOSIIAM 9yIoM. AJTbOePT CIIOKOHHO
TTOIHSJICS.

— Pap, yTo cmor moMousb.

OH crerka moKJOHUJICS.

— MHe nopa uaru.



Ho korna oH yxe coOupasicsi MoBepHYThCS, BUKTOpUS BIpYT
OCTaHOBMJIA €T0.

— Tlomoxoute...

OH ocTaHOBWJICSL.

— Jla?

Ona HEMHOTO 3aMJ1aCh.

— Mory s cipocuTb Bac Koe 0 4éM?

— KoneuHo.

OH TeprienuBo xAajl. BUKTOpHUSA HEMHOIO HEPBHO IEPEIIENA
TaJIbLIbI.

— B03MOXHO... MBI BCTpEYaJIUCh paHblle?

AnpOepT Ha MrHOBeHHe 3amonmyail. B ero rmasax MenbKHyna
JIETKas TeHb BOCIIOMUHaHUA. [10TOM OH KMBHYII.

— Jla.

BukTopus yauBIEHHO IOCMOTpENA Ha HETO.

— Ho... HeynuBuUTENBHO, UTO Bbl MEHS HE 3HAECTE.

— Ilouemy?

On nmocmoTpes B e€ oOonbITHBIE T1a3a. W 3araioyHo ymieio-
HYJICA.

— IMoTomy 4TO TOr/AA BBl OBLIIM HOBOPOXKIEHHBIM PEOEHKOM.

— .. XM?

Bukropus 3acteuia. OHa He MOIVIa OTBECTH IJIa3 OT €ro Jiu-
na. HoBopoxaénueiM pe6énkom? Ha By oH ObUT TpUMEPHO €€
BO3pacTta. Mosxker ObITh, Jaxke Mosioke. Kak OH MOr MOMHUTH €&
MiageHneM? AbOepT TUXO paccMestiCs, 3aMETHB e€ pacTepsTH-
HOCTb.



— Hexotopble cBAIIEHHUKH, 00JIAJAIONIME CUIBHOM OOXe-
CTBEHHOU CUJIOM, NIEPECTAIOT CTAPETh BHEIIIHE.

OH roBopus crnokoiHo. Ho B ero maszax MejabKHYJIO YTO-TO
CEpbE3HOE.

— MHe ObUIO SATHAIATH, KOTA 5 BIIEPBbIe YBUET Bac.

OH crierka HaKJIOHWI T'OJIOBY.

— Haperoch, 3TOro 00ObsICHEHUS TOCTATOYHO.

BukTopus pactepsiHHO KMBHYJIA.

«OH BCE paBHO BHIIJISJIEN CJIMIIKOM MOJIOJO...»

Ho B ero ronoce He ObLI0 HU Karuiy k. OHA CHOBA IIOCMOT-
peJia Ha Hero.

W BApYyTr MOYyBCTBOBAJIA CUJIBHOE JTIOOOITBITCTBO.

— Torpma... rae BbI MeHS BUAEIN?

OHa HeMHOro nojanack BIEPEN.

— W noyemy Bbl MEHS1 3alIOMHUJIN ?

E€ ma3a cBeTWIIMCh UCKPEHHUM MHTEpPEecoM. AJbOepT Me-
JIEHHO YJbIOHYICcs. HO B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOHIIE KOpUAOpa TOJ-
HsIIach cymMaroxa. I3 GaHKeTHOTO 3aJia HauaJld BHIXOTUTh TOCTH.

Paznanuce ronoca.

[Taru.

CasillIeHHUK B3IJISIHYJI Ty/a.

— Iloxoxe, MHE TTopa UATH.

BukTopus cnerka pazo4apoBaHHO KUBHYJIA.

— Jla... KOHEUHO.

Ho on He cnetmn yxonuts. OH mocMotpet Ha Hee. Ero B3
CTaJI yAMBUTENBHO TEIUIBIM. W TUXO cKa3ai:



— 41 ckaxy BaM OJHY Belllb.

Bukropus nogHsia riasa.

— Bl 17151 MEHs1 — OCOOEHHBIH YesIOBeK.

Omna 3amepra.

Ero ronoc Obu1 MATKUM.

N vuckpeHHuM.

— 41 Bcerna Oyqy xenaTh BaM BCErO CamMoOroO JIyYIIiero.

Bukrtopus nodyBcrBoBaja crpaHHoe Terio B rpyau. CioBa
MPO3BYYaJIM TaK... UICKpeHHE. ByATO OH roBOpumI UX HE MPOCTO
Y3 BEKJIMBOCTH.

— 41 yBepeH, 4To Mbl CKOPO CHOBAa BCTPETUMCH.

Ha MraooBenue Mex/y HUMM MOBHC/IA TUILMHA. A TOTOM OH
MSITKO YJIBIOHYJICSI.

N ymen.

Ero ¢urypa ncuesna B rimyoune kopuaopa. M BMmecte ¢ 3tim
MCUE3JI0 TO CTPAHHOE TEeIJIO, KOTOPOE Ha CEKYHIY HarlOJIHUIIO
e€ cepare. Buktopus eig HeCKOJIbKO MIHOBEHHUI CTOslJIa HEMo-
apxkHO. CMOTps Tyza, T7ie OH TOJIbKO 4To ObuT. U cama He mo-
HUMasi, IOYeMy €U BIPYT CTaj0 HEMHOIO ITyCTO.

skekesk

CyMaTolHbIi TPa3IHUK 3aKOHYMJICS TaK K€ BHE3AITHO, KaK U
Havascs. Korga nociennue rocty NoKMHYNM JBOpeEL, a My3bIKa
CTUXJIa, B CTOJIULIE BHOBb CTAJIO CIIOKOMHO. PJiaru BCE eig pasz-
BEBAJIMCh HAa BETPY, HO IIyM TOJIIIbI IIOCTENIEHHO PACTBOPUJICS B
BeuepHel turiHe. OOpaTHBINA MyTh B TIOMECThE MPOIIEN MOUYTH
6e3 coB. Kapera MeyieHHO MOKauMBaiach Ha HEPOBHOM JI0pOTe,



KOJIECA TJTIyXO CTyYaId IO KaMHSIM. 32 OKHaMM TSIHYJIMCH TOJIS,
pelKue NEpPEeBHU U TEMHBIE IOJIOCHI Jleca. BHyTpH sKkumaxa na-
pwia TuirHA. BUKTOpUS cuena y okHa.

OHa cmoTpesna Hapy:Ky, HO MOYTH He 3aMevasia MeJbKaoIun
neizax. E€ mpicom Obut anieko. OHa CHOBa M CHOBa BO3Bpa-
1[aJ1ach K TOW CTPAaHHOM BCTPeYe B KOPUAOPE IBOPIIA.

K csmeHHnKy AnbOepry.

Ero criokoiHbI Toy10¢, MsIrKas yJIbIOKa... ¥ Te CJI0OBa, KOTOPBIE
OH ITPOU3HEC.

«51 Bumen Bac, Korja Bl ObLT HOBOPOXJIEHHBIM PEOEHKOM.»

BukTopus Tuxo Haxmypuiack. OHa He MOIJIA IOBEPUTD B 3TO.
Ecnu oH peiicTBUTENBHO BUAEH €€ TOraa...

3Ha4YuT, OH MOT 3HATh €€ MaTh.

DTa MbICJIb HEOKUIAHHO 3aCTaBUIIA €€ CEPALE CJIErKa CoKaTh-
cda. OHa He BHJesIa MaTh € TeX MOp, Kak Ta yuuia. Torna Bukro-
pyr OBLITO BCEro cemb JieT. TOT AeHb 10 CHX MOpP BCIUIBIBAJ B Ma-
MSITH OOPBHIBKAMHU.

[Tocne storo — mycrora. OHa He 3HaJa, riae e€ Marb. He 3Ha-
JIa, YeM OHa JKUBET.

JKuBa 51 BooOIe. Mapku3 MHOTIa yIIOMUHAT €€ — OOBIYHO
BO BpPeM YIpO3 WM B MOMEHTHI paszapaxeHus. Ho naxe oH, no-
XOXKe, HE 3HaJl, rje oHa Haxoawiack. [Io3ToMy BOCIIOMUHAHUE O
cioBax AyibOepTa TOJbKO CHIIbHEE 3aITyThIBAJIO e€.

BukTopus TMXO B310XHYIIA.

AnpOepT cKa3ajl, 4TO OHM CKOPO CHOBA BCTPETATCSI.

Ho korma?



I'ne?

OHa He umesia HU MaJIeUIero NpeacTaBIeHHUS.

«MHe cie0BaJIo CIIPOCUTb... K KAKOMY XpaMy OH MpUHAJIe-
KUT...»

OHa oTBena B30I OT OKHa. V1 BAPYT 3aMeTHIIa CBOIO JIOABLK-
Ky. OHa OCTOpPOKHO MOIIIEBEJMIa HOTOM.

Bosu He ObLIO.

CoBcem.

CJI0BHO €€ HUKOrJa M He cyliecTBoBaio. OHa NoJgHsJIa rojo-
BY.

W HeoXkuIaHHO BCTPETHIIACH B3MISAIOM ¢ AsiekcaHapoM. OH
CMOTPpEJI Ha HEE.

Ho kak TofbKO MX I71a3a NepecekINCh, OH Cpa3y ke OTBEPHYJI-
cs. Ero mumo ObUTO TaKMM K€ XOJIOIHBIM, KaK OOBIYHO.

HeBosmyTumeIM.

Bynro Huuero He npousoiio. BUKTOpHs Ha CEKYHAY OTKPbI-
na pot. OHa xoTena 4To-To cKazarb. Ho 3aTem cHOBa 3akpblia
ero. OHa BCHOMHMJIA €T0 CJIOBA HA TEppace.

«IT0 TBOE X0OOM — OBITH HABI3YMBOU ?»

E€ cepaiie crnerka cxasnock. [IoaToMy OHa mpocTo orycTuia
ria3a. B skumaxe cHOBa BOIapuyIach TUIIMHA.

Caplasicst TOJIBKO TIIYXOM CTYK KOJIEC.

Jlopora 10 oMecTbs1 3aHslIa MOYTH NoNoBUHY AHs. Korna Ka-
peTa HaKOHel| OCTAHOBUJIACh, YK€ HACTYIUJIa HOYb.

He60 ObuT0 TEMHBIM, M HaJ| OAlTHAMM 3aMKa TOPENU PeKue
orau. Buktopus Moua Bbinuia u3 Kapetbl. OHa He 00epHYJIaCh.



W noutu cpa3dy HanpaBWIaCh B CBOM MOKOM. E€ cniasibHA BCTpe-
TWIA €€ NMPUBbIYHOM TUIIMHOM. Ho eBa OHa BoluIa, Kak cpasy
3aMeTHJIa YTO-TO HEOObIYHOE.

Ha crone crosina Baza.

Omna ObL1a U3 MPO3PAYHOTO CTEKJIA.

W HanonHeHa LBeTaMu.

BukTopusi MesieHHO nojonuia Onmxke.

Po30oBbIe r1aAnomychl.

VX pivuHHBIE cTeONN ClerKa MOKAYMBaIUCh.

OHa OCTOPOXHO HAaKJIOHWJIACh U ITOJHECIA LIBETHI K JIUILLY.

He:xHplil apomar cpa3y HaloJIHWUJI BO3/AYX.

Oma 3aKkpbLia I71a3a Ha CEeKYH/Y.

W Bapyr ycaslimaia rojaoc:

— O, Bama Csemiocts? Bsl yxe 3aech?

BukTopust o6epHyach.

W3 rapnepoOHoii Bhiiiia BuBbeH.

— BuBbeH... — Bukropus ciierka yiblOHYIach. — ITO Thl
IIPUHECIIA LBETHI?

BuBbEH HEMHOIO CMYyTHJIACK.

N kuBHyna.

— Ma...

Ona ynpIOHyIaCh HEJIOBKO.

— MHe nokasajnock, 4T0 BaM HPaBATCSA LUBETHL. A B TOT JI€Hb
Bbl HE CMOIJIM 320paTh MX JOMOW... MHe CTaJio Tak IpyCTHO.

Bukropus ynuen€HHO nocmorpena Ha He€. OHa He OoXkuaa-
JIa TAKOro. JTa JEBYIIKA... CHOBA KYIIWJIA LIBETHI TOJILKO MIOTOMY,



YTO NepexuBaia 3a He€. B rpyau Bukropuy nosiBUIIOCh TENIOE
4yyBCTBO. HacTOMBKO HEOKMAAHHOE, YTO OHA J1a’Ke HEMHOTO pac-
Tepsiiack. Ho BMecTe ¢ 3TUM MPUIIUIO U JIETKOE CMYIIIEHUE.

— DMM... BaM OHU HE HpaBATCSA? — OCTOPOXKHO CHPOCHUJIA
BusbeH. Buktopusi cpa3y nokauana rojioBom.

— Her! Onn npexkpacHsl.

OHa cHOBa MOCMOTpEJIa Ha 1[BETHI.

— IIpocro... MHEe Heyero nogapuTh Tede B OTBET.

BuBbeH TyT ke 3aMaxalia pyKamu.

— O, nuvero He HyxHO! [IpaBna! [laxe He mymaiite 00
TOM!

Ona roBopuJia Tak UCKpPEeHHe, 4To BUKTOpHSI HEBOJIBHO YIbIO-
Hynach. C camoro Hauasna BuBbeH OTHOCHIIACh K HEW TeILIo.

bes pacuéra.

bes crpaxa.

I[Tpocro... mo-godpomy.

BukTtopus omycruna B3,

— Crnacu0o0... 94TO ThI TaK XOPOIIO KO MHE OTHOCHIIILCS, Bu-
BbEH.

E€ ronoc npo3Byuan tuxo.

Ei1 6pU10 HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO.

[Toromy 4TO OHa MOIJIa CKa3aTh TOJIBKO OJHO CJIOBO — CHa-
cuoo.

BuBbeH MArKO yIbIOHYIACh.

N HeokuaaHHO 1aCKOBO NOXJIONAIA €€ MO IJIEYy.

Omna HAYEro He cKazaja.



Ho B 3TOM mpocToM kecte OBUIO CTOJILKO UCKPEHHEH IOf-
JEPKKH. ..

Uro BuKTOpHSsI MOYYyBCTBOBaNA, KaK TSKECTb B €€ Tpyau
HEMHOTr0 ocJiada.

W BriepBbie 3a 107T0E BpEMs e CTaJIO 4y Th Jierye.

kkk

Bpems nocne npazgHoBanuss HalmoHaabHOro HS mposieTe-
Ji0 oyt HezameTHoO. [IlymHbIe TopikecTBa OCTaIMCh 10331, U
BMECTE C HUMU CJIOBHO YIILIO JIeTHee Teruio. [JHu ctanu kopoue,
YTPEHHUI BO3yX — IPOXJIAJHEE, a B CaJjaX TOMECThSI YK€ UyB-
CTBOBAJIOCH MPUOJIMKEHNE OCEHHU.

OpHakapl yTPOM, HUYEM HE OTJIMYABIIUMCS OT IPYTUX, CIyra
AKKypaTHO TIOJIOXKWII Tiepesl BUKTOpHel KOHBEPT C MO30JI04eH-
HOMH I1eYaThIo.

OHa cpazy y3Haia ero.

OtnpaButesniem, Kak 1 Bceraa, obi1 mapku3 Cant-Kiap.

— XM...

Tuxuii 3ByK BIpBaJICS y He€ caM co0oi. BUKTOpus MeiieHHO
B3s1J1a MUCbMO, HEKOTOPOE BPEMSI POCTO CMOTPEJIa Ha TSIKEbIA
KOHBEPT, a 3aTeM TSIKEJIO B3JIOXHYJIA U HEOXOTHO BCKpbLIA €ro.

Ha camom pniene eii jaske He HYKHO OBUIO YMTATh COEPKUMOE.

Ona u Tak 3HaJja, 4YTO TaM HAIKCaHO.

Kak ¥ B KakJIOM IMUCBME JI0O 3TOr0 — BOIIPOCH O e€ Oepe-
MeHHocTH. Haméku. Hanomuuanms. M xoonHbele HacTaB/IeHUS
0 TOM, YTO OHa 00sI3aHa KaKk MOKHO CKOpee POANTh PeOEHKa.

Crtpouku OyATO JaBUJIM HA HEE.



BukTopust omycTiia mucbMo Ha CTOJI.

Adpoanszuak, KOTOpPbIM MApKU3 JAJl €l TOrja... BCE paspy-
. [locie Toro gHs1 OTHOILIEHUSI MEXY HEH U AJIEKCAaHAPOM
OKOHYATEeJIbHO MPEBPATHIINCH B JIEJsIHYIO MycToTy. [laxe paHb-
I11e MeX Iy HUMU He ObLJIO TeTl1a, HO Terepb MeK/1y HUMH CTOsUIA
MOYTH HEMPEOAoINMasi CTEeHA.

Kak B Taknx 0OCTOATEIHCTBAX OHA MOIJIA POJWTHL peOEéHKa?

Sta MBICIIb Ka3ajach el mouty Hacmeikon. Ho naxe eciu Obl
BCE OBLJIO MHAYE...

BukTtopust MeaJieHHO OIycTuIa B3IJIsI] HA CBOU PYKH.

[TpaBaa ObLta erié rryoxe.

Omna He xoTena peOEHKa.

[To kpaitHelt Mmepe — ceiuac.

E€ cepaue TUxo cxanocs.

«Ecnu oH Tak CWJIBHO MeHSI HEHaBUJIUT. ..»

OHa BCIIOMHMJIa XOJIOAHBIN B3MJIsA AJIEKCAHIpa, €ro pe3Kue
CJIOBA, TY OTCTPAHEHHOCTh, C KOTOPOW OH CMOTpEJI Ha Heg.

«...KaK OH CMOXET TOJIIOOUTh MEHS, €CJI Y HaC MTOSIBUTCS pe-
OEHOK 7»

B koMHare noBucia TSKENAsi TUIIMHA.

I'masa 15
Bo3M03HO, BCE MOTJIO OBI CIIOKUTHCS MHAYe, OyIb Y He€ peOe-

HOK. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, peyb J1a 0 HaciegHuKe. O mpoAoIKeHUA
pona. Bo MHOrMX Opakax IMeHHO peOEHOK CTAHOBUJICS TOU TOH-



KOU HUTBIO, KOTOpAsi COEIMHSINA JIAXKe CAMbIX UYKUX JIPYT IPYTY
JIOZIEN.

Ho BuxTopun Bc€ paBHO ObUIO cTpariHO. MBICITh 0 peOEHKe
He MPUHOCUIIA el yTellleHus] — TOJIbKO TpeBory. OHa HEBOJIbHO
Ipe/ICTaBWIIa XOJIOAHBIE I1a3a Asekcanpa. Te camble rasa, Ko-
TOpBIE CMOTpENH Ha He€ Oe3 Teria, 0e3 y4acTusi, CJIOBHO Ha KO-
I'O-TO COBEPILIEHHO MOCTOPOHHETO.

Yro, ecv oHak/1bl OH Oy/IET CMOTPETD TaK ke Ha peOeHKa?..

Sta MbIC/Ib OblJ1a IOYTH HEBBIHOCHMOHA.

— Ero BricouecTBO He XOUeT Jake HaAXOOUTHCSI CO MHOU B
OJJHOM KOMHATE... — TUXO MPOIIenTala OHa, s/ B TMCbMO. —
He roBops yxe o peOEHKe...

E€ manbIp! paccestHHO TepeOuiM IJI0THYI0 Oymary. YepHuia
Ha CTpaHMIIE Ka3aJIKCh XOMOAHBIMU U YyKUMU. Yepe3 HECKOIb-
KO ceKyH]l Buktopus Tsxkeno momHsiach co cBoero mecra. [lo
NIPUBBIYKE OHA yXkKe coOMpasach Mo3Barhb:

— BuBbeH...

Ho cnosa 3amepnu Ha e€ ryoax.

OHa BCcrioMHMIIA.

Ceronns y BuBbeH ObLT BBIXOHOM.

BukTopusi MeJIeHHO OITyCTUJIA PYKY.

be3 He€ 3aMOK Kazajics OCOOEHHO IyCThIM. BuBheH ObLia
€/IMHCTBEHHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, C KOTOphIM BuKTOpHs Moria roBo-
pUTh CHOKOWHO. EJMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO OTHOCWUJICS K HEW C UC-
KpeHHUM TeryioM. CeroyiHs e BOKPYTr He€ Oblla TOJIBKO THIIIH-
Ha. B KoHile koHII0B BukTOpurs TMXO BbINUIA W3 criayibhiu. OHa



MeJJIEHHO 111 TI0 YTMHHOMY KOPHJIOPY, ITOYTH He U3/1aBasi Ia-
roB. CerofHs oHa pernuia MpoBeCTH HEMHOTO BpeMeHH B KaOu-
Hete. B 3aMke Besmkoro repriora Bunuecrepa ObU10 nsATh pado-
YUX KOMHAT.

Jlio6umblit kabuHeT BukTOopun Haxoauscs Ha YeTBEPTOM ITa-
KeE.

10 OBLIO TUXOE MECTO.

Tyna moYTH HUKTO HE 3aXOMIMII.

JIvis u3peska ciryrv MpUXOIIIU Tyj1a yOUpars.

WNmenno nmostomy Bukrtopus mobuia 3ToT KabuHeT.

Tam oHa MorJIa ObITh OJIHA.

— Hobpoe ytpo, Barre BeicouecTso.

JIBoe cIyT, TOMBKO YTO 3aKOHYMBIIMX YOOPKY, OYTUTETIHHO
MTOKJIOHWJIUChH €H.

BukTopusi criokoliHO KMBHYJIA U mipoliuia MuMo Hux. Ho enBa
OHa cJiesiajia HECKOJIBKO I1IaroB BHYTPh KOMHATHI, KaK 3a € CIH-
HOW pa3fajcs TUXUW MIENOT.

Ona He 0OepHyJIach.

Eii He HyXHO OBLIO.

Omna u Tak 3Haa.

[Ipucnyra yacto HacMexanach HaJl Heil 3a CIIMHOW.

Huorna tuxo.

WHor1a movTu He CKphIBasiCh.

Ho BukTtopus yxe MpUBBIKJIA K STOMY.

Tak ObUTO emE B 0COOHSAKE MapKu3a. Tam Toxe 3HaJIM: XO35IUH
HE CTaHET 3alMIIATh €€.



31ech ObUIO TaK XKE.

Cnyru npekpacHO MOHMMAJIM, YTO HUX TOCIOJWH HE CTaHeT
BMEIIIBAThCS, JaKe €I OHU Oy/IyT YHUXKATh €ro jkeHy. Bukto-
pust TITyOOKO B3/IOXHYJIA.

N, xak Bcerga, caenana BUJI, YTO HUYErO He yciblmana. OHa
MOJONUIA K KHUAKHOMY 1IKady. [Taybipl MeqyIeHHO CKOTB3HYIN
0 KOpEIIKaM KHHUT.

Haxkoner; ona BeiOpasia ofH TOM M cena 3a ctoil. Korma ona
OTKpbLJIa KHUTY, CTPAHUIIBI TUXO 3ally pPLIAJIH.

UYrenue Bcerja momMoraso eu.

[Torpyxasch B CTPOKU, OHA MOTJIa 3a0bITh O CBOEH KU3HM.

O xonone B 10Me.

O TXKENBIX B3IJISAIAX.

O nucpMax Mapkusa.

CeronHs oHa ynTasia OCOOEHHO XKaJIHO.

Bynro npsitanace B aToi KHUre. Bpems teksio HezameTHo. Ko-
I71a OHa IMpHUIILIA ciofa, ObUTo yTpo. Ho mocTeneHHo CBeT B OKHE
MeHscs. CHavana MArkAy yrpeHHun. [1oTom spkuil JHEBHOU.
A 3aTeM 30JI0TUCTbIN BeYepHUU. BUKTOPUS 3aKpbUla KHUTY.

TonpKo TOr/Ia OHA MOHsIA, Kak A0Jro cujaesa 3aechb. OHa ak-
KypaTHO MOCTaBUJIa TOM OOPaTHO Ha MOJKY. M mofoIia K 1Bepu.

IloBepHyJia pyuKy.

N 3amepia.

JIBepb HE OTKPHLIACh.

BukTtopus Haxmypuiiach.

OHa CHOBa MMOBEPHYJIA PYUKY.



CuibHee.

Ho nBepb ocraBaiach HENMOABUKHOU.

Cepaue BIPYT CKajoCh.

«Heyxenn...»

OHa pe3Ko AE€pHYIa pyuKy.

— Tam ecTb KTO-HUOY/IB?!

E€ ronoc axom oTpasuics OT CTeH.

— JIBepn 3anepra!

Omna Hayasia cTyvars.

CHauaJa J1aJOHBIO.

[Torom Kynakom.

— Kro-uu6ynp! [Noxanyiicra!

Ho cHapyxu ObUIO THXO.

Cumkom THxo.

— Huxkoro?..

Ona cryyasna ele Kakoe-To BpeMs.

[lorom cuiibl MOKUHYJIN €E.

Bukrtopusi meqyieHHo omycrtunach Ha o, Cepmie Owioch
CITUIIIKOM OBICTPO.

YTpom ciyru BUJenu, Kak oHa Boiuia B kabunet. M 1o ot6os
ObuTO emé naneko. HUKTo He cran Obl 3anmvparh JIBeph B TaKOe
BpeEMsH.

3HauwuT...

OHnu caenany 310 HAPOYHO.

3anepnu €€, 3Hasi, 4YTO OHA BHYTPHU.

Bukropus npukycuia rydy. Ona mocmorpena B okHo. Ha ynu-



e yxe Obu1o TeMHO. Ecitu rocie Bcex e€ KpUKOB HUKTO He MpH-
MIEN... 3HAUUT, TMO0 e€ JeCTBUTEILHO HUKTO He Ciiblmal. JInoo
MPOCTO CIEJaIU BU, YTO HE CJIBIIIAT.

BuBbeH cerogus He 6bu10. Ml HUKTO OOsIbIlE HE 3HAJ, YTO OHA
31ech. HUKTO HE CTaHET UCKATh €€.

— Xa...

C e ry0 copBaJIiCsl TUXHIA, KPUBOW CMEIIIOK.

— Ilouemy...

Ona oOHs1a cebs1 pyKamul U TIOATSHYJIA KOJIEHH K rpyad. B
KabuHeTe He ObUIO KaMuHa. Y ¢ HacTymieHneM HOYM CTaHOBH-
JIOCh BCE XOJIOAHEE.

— Iloyemy OHM Tak CO MHOM MOCTYMAIOT?..

E€ ronoc 6pu1 moutH ménorom. Hekotopoe BpemMst oHa IpOCTO
cMmotpena B 1oj1. [Torom BApyT mosiBUIack cadasi MbICIb.

«MoxeT ObITh...Ero Beico4ecTBO 3aMETUT, UTO MEHS HET...»

Ho nouTu cpa3y oHa nokavasa rojoBoil.

— Her... koHeYHO, HET...

Aunekcanzpy He ObUIO /10 He€ jierna.

Ncuesnn oHa.

Yoeru.

OH ObI Bpsi/ JIU CTaJI UCKaTh. A 1ake eclid Obl ¥ 3aMEeTHIL. ..

OH ObUT HE TEM UYeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIH CTa ObI UTO-TO JIEJIaTh.
Ha mrHoBeHue e€ cepitie 00Ie3HEHHO CKAOCh.

BukTtopust yTKHYNach JUIIOM B KOJIEHH.

MpbICiu 1y TaJIUCh.

Bpewms TsHYymOCH GECKOHEUHO.



Cryctst oiroe Bpemsi OHa CHOBA TO/IHSIIACD.

ITomonuia k aBepu.

U cHoBa Havana cryyarb. OHa Owmiia 1Mo Hell CHOBa W CHOBA.
[Toka pyka He Hayasa HemeTb. HO HUKTO He mpHILE.

Huxkro.

B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHa OITyCTHJIA PYKY.

Koxa Ha naionn nokpacHesna u omyxJia. Oco3nanue ObUIO TS-
KENBIM.

W3 Bcex Jiofeid B 3TOM OrPOMHOM 3aMKe...

Hukro He yciblman e€.

Ny He 3ax0Ten yCIbllaTh.

— Yro0 5 Takoro caenana... — Mpolentaia oHa. — YToOwl
3aCITyKUTh 3TO?..

I'ma3a HAOJIHUIIUCD CTIE3aMU.

Omna He xoTena I1aKarh.

Ho cniéspl BcE€ paBHO MOTEKJIN.

Bpewms mo.

Crpax.

Xouog.

OInHOYECTBO.

OHM NOCTENIEHHO UCTOILAIH €€.

U Bapyr...

E# crasno cTpaHHO Temo.

Cauikom Temuio.

IpIxaHue cTago HEPOBHBIM.

BukTopus nouyBcTBOBaIa, KaK CUJIbI IOKUAAIOT €€. Mup Ha-



yaJl pacIuibiBaTbecsl. TeMHOTa Cryianach.

Koria oHa HakoHell ¢ Tpy/I0M OTKpbUIA [J1a3a, IEPBOE, YTO OHA
yBUJIENa, ObljIa BbICOKast purypa.

My:xuuHa.

Jlaxke CKBO3b MyTHOE 3PEHME OHA Cpa3y y3Halia ero.

AJtekcanp.

PsjioM 3Byyas rosnoc Bpaua.

CepbE3Hblil.

— Eii Hy’)XHO Kak ciiefiyeT OTIOXHYTb.

[omoca noHOCKIHCH OYITO M3JAIeKA.

— Teno cuiabHO NMocTpagano... HO, AyMalo, IJIaBHasl MPUYMHA
— CHJIbHOE NICUXUYECKOE MepeHaIpsiKEHHE.

Nuorpga cpeau 3tux cioB 3Byuan u rosioc Asekcanapa. Ho
BukTopust He Moria pa3oOparb, 4To OH roBoprii. OHa MeJIeH-
HO 3aKkpbuia mia3a. Ei He xotenock npockinarbesi. He xorenock
BO3BpAILaThCsl B PEATIbHOCTb.

— Korga oHa npuJET B co3HaHue?

Huskui, XMypeii rosioc AjieKCaHpa IMpo3Bydasl COBCEM Psl-
nom. OH oOxk€r ciyx Bukropun. PaHbliie eii HpaBWICS 3TOT TO-
JIOC — CIIOKOWHBIN, TIyOOKUH, yBepeHHbIi. OH Bcerja Kazajcs
el pUATHBIM, Aaxke Koraa 3Byvail xononHo. Ho ceituac oH mo-
4eMy-TO OOJIbIIIe He IIPUHOCKIT e TOro TUXOoro yremenus. Ciosa
JIOHOCWJIMCh CJIOBHO CKBO3b TyMaH. Co3HaHue Bukropuu niapa-
JIO MEX]ly CHOM M PeajibHOCTBIO.

Ona yyBCTBOBaJIa TSKECTh BO BCEM Tenie. Kazanochk, Oyaro e€
MeJIJIEHHO 3aTSATUBaeT B MATKYIO ITyOMHY KPOBATH, U COMTPOTHB-



JISITHCSI 3TOMY OBLIIO HEBO3MOKHO. [109TOMY OHa ITPOCTO 3aK phijia
r1a3a. Ml no3Bonmiia cHy cHoBa 3a6path e€. COH mpHIIEN ObICTPO.

Korja oHa BHOBb OTKpbLIA I71a32, [IEPBOE, YTO MOYYBCTBOBAIA
— ynuBienue. KomHara Oblia TUXOM.

CBer 3a OKHOM YXke CTaJI MAr4e, TEHU YIIMHWINCE. U AJek-
canap Bcé emE O6bi1 TaM. OH cuzes B Kpecie psAoM ¢ KPOBaThIo.
[Ipsimoii, HeMOABMXHBIN, OyATO BhicEUeHHBIN U3 KamHs. Ho ero
B3[JIs1]] ObUT HAITPABJIEH MPSMO HA HeE.

OH HaOmomaI 3a HE.

— Tsl npocHynacey?

Ero rosnoc 3Byuasn HarpsK€EHHO.

He rpomko.

Ho B HEM olnymanoce crpaHHOe HampsikeHue. Bukrtopus
HEKOTOPOE BPEMS CMOTpeJIa Ha HEro. A IIOTOM MEJJIEHHO OTBEP-
HyJack. OHa HUYero He orBeTwia. Eil He X0Tenoch FOBOPUTD.

Jlaxe cMOTpeTh Ha HEero ObUIO TSIKEINO.

Ho, HecMoOTpsi Ha €€ sIBHOE KeJTaHUE€ OTTOPOAUTHCS, AJIEK-
CaHJIp NMPOJOJIKWIL

— Cnyru, oTBevaroniye 3a KaOMHeT, ceilvac 3anepTsl B MOJI-
BaJje.

OH roBOpuJI ClIOKOMHO.

— OHHU yTBEpIKIAIOT, 4TO ABEPh OblIa 3arepTa Mo OImmoKe.

['y6n1 Buktopuu ciierka qporaysiu. OHa NpUKyCHIa X, YTOObI
HE pacCMesIThCs.

JIoxs.

Hacronpko oueBMHas1, YTO JJaxe CHOPUTh He XoTenoch. Ho



CHJT BO3MYILIAThCS Y HE€ TOXe He ObUIO.

OHa ObLTa CIIMIIIKOM yCTasa.

— 4] chmemaro ¢ HUMH BCE, 4TO THI 3aXO4elllb, — J00aBUII
Anekcanjp.

BukTtopus nonro mosnvana.

A 3arem THXO CcKazaja:

— $1 He coOuparoch HUYEro MpeANnPUHUMATD...

— Yto?

OH yaAMBAEHHO MOHSIT OPOBb.

BukTopus Bc€ ele nexaia, OTBEPHYBIINUCH K CTEHE.

— Ha camom pniene... — e€ rosioc 3Bydaj TUXO M yCTajo, —
MHe KaxeTcs, uro Baiie BricouecTBO Kak pa3 M kejajio, 9YToObl
BCE TaK MPOU3OIILIO.

B komHare moBuciIa TUIIMHA.

— ...Yro THI MMeeLb B BUAY?

BukTopus MeaJieHHO 3aKkphbljia rjasa.

— Yr008I g Hcuesa.

Omna npousHecsa 3TO NOYTH HIEMOTOM.

— Benp BBl XOTHTE 3TOrO OOJIBINE, YEM KTO-JIMOO TPYTrOWi...
HE TaK Jii?

E€ masblipl cierka cxajuch B oledlie.

— Torna Bam crieyeT ObITh OJIarOJaAPHBIM STHM CITyTaM.

CnoBa camu cietanu ¢ e€ ryd. Bynro oHa Gosibliie He Moriia
UX yAepKUBaTh.

Oma 1 cama IToHrNMaJIa — OOBIYHO OHA HUKOIIa ObI HE CKa3aia
Hu4ero nogpooHoro. Ho ceituac Bc€ ObLIO MHAYE.



— ...Pa3Be Bbl He 3HaeTe, Mo4YeMy CJIyrd Tak MOCTYIWIU CO
MHOM ?

E€ ronoc 6bu1 moutu 6e33By4HbIM. Byib 9T0 OOBIYHBIN JIEHb,
OHa MEepPBbIM JIeJIOM nodarofgapuiia Obl €ro 3a MOMOIIIb.

Ho ceiiuac...

Omna He yyBCTBOBaJa OJ1aroqapHOCTH.

Hu karm.

Anekcanap Momdai.

Houro.

BukTopus He 3Hauia, MOHSLI JIM OH CMBICI €€ c1oB. i nipo-
CTO HE 3HaJI, YTO OTBETUTh. HO OOBSACHATH OHA HUYETO HE CTaja.
TummHa pactsanynacsk. Hakonen Anekcanap nogascs. OH B35
MHUCKY, CTOSIBIIYIO HA MaJIEHBKOM CTOJIMKE BO3JIe KPOBATH.

— CHauasa Tebe HyXXHO TOeCTb.

OH npoTAHYJ €l MUCKY.

OBCsiHBIN CYII.

Ot Hero nonHUMaICs JETKUA nap.

TEruiplid 3amax Ka3ajacs HEOKUIAHHO YIOTHBIM.

Buktopusi MeaneHHo cena. Pyku Bc€ emié Obutu caObIMu.
OHa ocTOpOKHO B3siJ1a MUCKY. E€ masnbiipl ciierka gpoxanu. Beé
MPOUCXO/SIIIEe Ka3aJI0Ch €1 CTPAHHBIM.

HepeayibHbim.

OHa nogHsiia mia3a v ocMoTpesa Ha AJIeKcaHipa.

OH cTOs1T pSAOM.

Kak Bcerma CriokOmHBII.

BeccrpacrHblii.



Ho ceroans B ero nwiie He ObLIO TOM MPUBBIYHON XOJIOMHOCTH.

OH BIpPYT MOKAa3aJICs €1 MOYTHU... HE3HAKOMBIM.

OH BbI3BAJ Bpaya.

OH yxaxuBaJl 32 Heu.

OH ocraJicsl psiIoM, TIOKa OHA He TPUIILIa B ceOsl.

[Touemy?

OHa kperue cxaja MUCKY.

— ...l He nonumaro noseaeHus Baiiero BeicouecTra.

E€ ronoc ObLT TUXHM.

— BprI ckazaim, 4To 3TOT OpaK HE MPOTUTCS BEYHO.

OHa MeJIeHHO MOJIHSUIA TJ1a3a.

— BbI cka3zanu, 4To MOE cepiile BaM He HYXKHO.

CoBa JaBaJIMCh €1 TSKEIIO.

— 41 Bam He HpaBIIOCh.

Omna r1y0oKO BAOXHYIA.

— Torga noyeMy BbI JIes1a€Te 3TO ceryac?

OHa nocMoTpesia IpsiMO Ha HETo.

— [louemy BbI TaK BEJMKOAYIIIHbI?

AnexkcaHp ObLT YeJIOBEKOM KpPaHOCTEH.

WHorpa ecTokum.

WHorga HeOKuAaHHO MSTKUM.

OH MOCTOSTHHO MEHSICS.

Korpa ona crosina y neepu ero komHatsl. Korga nmpecnenoBania
€ro B KOpUIOpeE.

U cenvac.

JIno Asiekcanapa cierka Hanpsriaoch.



OH oTBepHyJICs Ha MTHOBeHHWe. Byaro mbITasch mogpooparh
CJIOBA.

— 4 BcE emi€ nymaio 0 pa3Boe.

Ero ronoc Obl1 TUXHM.

— U 1BOE cepaue MHE NO-NPEKHEMY HU K YEMY.

OH HaxMypwICA.

Ho cnenyronme cioBa 1aauchk eMy 3aMETHO TPY/IHEE.

— 41... cam He MOHUMAIO TTPUYUHBI.

OH Me[JIeHHO BbIIOXHYJI.

— He nonnmaro, noyemy ¢ KaxJJpM MTHOBEHHUEM CTaHOBJIIOCh
BCE OoJiee YI3BUMBIM Tiepe]] TOOOH.

B ero nuiie nosiBuiack crpaHHasi pactepssHHOCTb. OH BbIIJISI-
JeJ1 Tak, Oy[ITO caM He TIOHUMAJl CBOMX YyBCTB.

Bukropusa monuana.

B e€ cepniie Toxke napui 6eCopsiioK.

Ho ona Oosblile HUYEro He cKa3alia.

OHa CIOKOMHO Aoena CyIl.

IIpunsia nekapcTso.

N Bckope cHOBa ycHyIa.

AJiekcaHip A0JIr0 CMOTPEN Ha Hee.

Omna cnana cnokoriHo. JIumo e€ Obuto OsieqHBIM, HO YMUPO-
TBOPEHHBIM.

W crpanHo...

Bce Te TpeBoXHBIE UyBCTBA, KOTOPBIE OOBIYHO BCIIBIXMBAJIH B
HEM KaX[blil pa3, KOraa OH BUJEI €€, BAPYT UCUE3IIN.

Ero pa3ym ObUT HEOOBIYHO THX.



CrOKOMHBIM.

UYepes HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI OH OAHSLICS.

W BbIIEN U3 KOMHATBHI.

V nBepu crosin Jlykac.

— Jlykac.

— Jla, Bame BricouecTBo.

AJekcanip MeIJIeHHO MOoMIEN no kopuaopy. C KaxIpiM 1ia-
I'OM €rO JIMLIO CHOBA CTAHOBUJIOCH XOJIOAHBIM.

[IpyBbIYHBIM.

— Te ciyru B nogsaie.

OH ocTaHOBWJICS.

— 3aiiMKCh UMH.

— EcTb.

JIykac KOpOTKO MOKJIOHUJICS.

N wncues.

Bukrtopus ckazana, 4To HE XOUET HUYEro MpeArpUHUMATS.
Ho Anekcanap He coOupasics e€ Clymarh.

3Bepb, KOTOPBIM CMEET KycaTb PyKy CBOErO Xo3fAuHa... [lon-
KeH ObITh HaKa3aH.

BukTopuio Hanum Toabko Ha cienyioniee yrpo. E€ obHapy-
*uia BUBbeH, BEpHYBIIASICS C BHIXOIHOTO.

Ecnu 661 He OHa — HUKTO OBI M HE 3aMETHUJT €€ UCUEe3HOBEHUSI.
Anekcanap OwbicTpo pasbickan BusbeH. [locnie sToro on npuka-
3aJ1 apecToBaTh BCEX CIIYT, IPUYACTHBIX K CJIyUYMBLIEMYCS.

He Tonbko Tex, kro 3anep asepb. Ho u T€X, KTO 10/ITO€ BpeMms
usneBasica HaJ Bukropuen. OHaKo Jaxe MOCie TOro CTpaHHOe



YyBCTBO HE MOKUIAJO ero. B ronoBe BcE Bpems 3Bydasl TUXUN
rosioc Bukropuu.

«Pa3Be Bbl He 3HaeTe, MOYEMY CJIYTM TaK TMOCTYIWIUA CO
MHOM 7»

DTH CIIOBA CHOBA 1 CHOBA BO3BPAIIAJIHCh.

W xaxpiid pa3 B Ipyau MOSIBIISIACH TSKECTb.

Anekcanp pa3apakEéHHO HAXMYPHIICS.

OH He TToHUMAT.

YTO MMEHHO €ro Tak OECIIOKOHUT.

N emi¢ meHple noHuMall. ..

Uro eMy Teneph C TUM JieNIaTh.

I'masa 16

AtMocgepa B 3aMKe U3MEHMIACh. TO ObUIO 3aMETHO Cpasy.
EnBa BukTtopus BbllLIa B IJIABHBIA KOPUIOP, €€ 1Iar HEBOJILHO
3amemiics. Ciyru, CTOSIBIIME BJIOJIb CTEHBI, IOUYTUTENILHO TO-
KJIOHUJIUCD €.

— Jo6poe ytpo, Bama CeeTsiocTs.

['onoca 3Byyanu TMXO, POBHO, O€3 HaMEKa Ha HACMeIKY. BUk-
TOpUs MallMHAJIBHO KMBHYyJa. Ho €€ mia3a cierka JpoOrHyiiu.
Cpenu HUX He OBUIO HU OTHOTO 3HAKOMOTO JIMIIA.

Hu ognoro.

Bce monu ObUTA HOBBIMM.

WX nuna ObUTH BEKJIMBBIMU, TIOUTH OE3yNPEYHO CIOKOWHBI-
mMu. OHM JIepXKaHICh TaK, OyITO OOSITHCH 1aXke JTUITHAN pa3 Mo~



HATBH I71a34.
— Ero BeicouecTBo IprKasai CMEHUTD BCIO IIPUCITYTY, — TU-
X0 mpolenTaia psjaomM BusseH. BUKTOpHS NOBEpHYJIaCch K HEM.

B e€ B3m1s1€ MENBKHYJIO JIETKOE YAWBJICHUE.
— Bceo?..

— Jla.

Heckonbko cekyHa Bukropusi Mmonmyasa.

B e€ rosioBe cpasy BO3HUKJIA OJIHA MBICJIb.

«TonmpbKO HE TOBOPUTE MHE, UTO 3TO M3-3a TOTrO CIIyYas...»

OHa nouTH cpa3y nokadasa rojloBOu.

«Her. HaBepHoe, 310 coBmajieHUe.

Anekcanap npocto n3daBmiICs oT mpodieMHbIX ciyr. Ckopee
BCET0, 3TO OBLIO C/IEIAHO PajIv TIOPSAKA B JIOME.»

He pagu Hee.

OHa TUXO0 OTBea B3MVIAI.

— Ho pa3ee Bam He xonogHo, Bama Ceetiocts? — obecro-
KOEHHO cnpocuia BuBbeH. — MHe KaxeTcs, Bbl CUJIBHO IOXY-
JIeJIu.

BukTopust ciierka yibiOHYJ1ach.

— Bcé B nopske.

OHa nofHsiIa JIMIO K MPOXJIAAHOMY BETPY.

— 9TO NpuUATHAsA NPOXJIAJA.

Ocenb yxe BCcTynaja B CBOM MpPaBa.

Bo3ayx ObuT CBEXHMM M YMCTHIM. BUBbEH BCE eI1ié cMoTpesia Ha
He€ ¢ TpeBoroii. C Tex nop Kak oHa Hanuia Bukropuio 3aneproil B
KabuHeTe, CTy’KaHKa CIIOBHO BUHMIIA ceOst. OHa crapanach ObITh



paom routH Beé BpeMs. Criennia, 94roOsl BukTOpHs oTapixania,
ena, TerUio oJeBajiach. JTa UCKPEHHsIs 3a00Ta MOCTEIEeHHO T0-
Moria Buktopun BocctaHOBUTBCA. OHYM MEJJIEHHO 1LY 110 3a/1-
HEMY JIBODY.

Cap OBUT TUXHM.

JIucTpA yKE HAYAIIA KENNTETD.

BukTopusi octaHOBMIach U MOCMOTpeSa B CTOPOHY KJIyMO.
Heckonbko pabounx Komajau 3eMJI0, TOTOBA €€ K OyayIuM To-
cajkam. Psanom ¢ Humu crosin aopenkuid [laBen. OH 3ameTu
BuKkTOpHIO ¥ Cpa3y NOYTUTETHHO MOKJIOHUJICS.

3710 OBUIO CTPAHHO.

CoBceM HeJlaBHO MMEHHO OH TOBOPWJI €i, YTO /ISl pEMOHTA
cajia He0OXOIMMO TIONYUYUTh pa3pelieHre AeKcaHapa.

A cenyac...

OH cam pykoBoau paboTaMu, KOTOpble Mpeaioxuia Bukro-
pusi. OHa HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl HaO/oAaa 3a HUMH.

Ho HuKakux 0COOBIX YyBCTB HE UCIIBITAIA.

Hu papocru.

Hu ynosnerBopeHusi.

TosIbKO TUXYIO MYCTOTY.

OHna oTBea B3DJIAL.

— 4 Tak xay BecHbl, — BAPYT CKazaja BuBbeH ¢ cusmomen
ybiOKor. — Korjia caj cHOBa HaIroJIHUTCS 1IBETAMMU.

OHa OXUBJIEHHO MTPOAOJIKIIIA:

— Korpa npua€r BecHa, Mbl CMOXEM BMECTE 3aHATHCS CaJIOM !
BrI mocagute MHOTO CBOMX JTIOOMMBIX TJIA/IMOTYCOB.



BukTopust Ha MTHOBEHHE YJIBIOHYJIACh.

— [a... TaKk 4 OCTynuM.

Ho e€ ynpiOka OpicTpo momepkiia. OHa cama He 3aMeTiia, Kak
e€ B3MJIsI1 CTaJl HEMHOTO neyaibHbIM. OHa He Oblla yBepeHa, uTo
Oyzaer 31ech K BecHe. OHa He 3HaJia, Korga AJICKCAHIp PEIIuT
pacToprayTh ux Opak. Ero cioBa BCIUTBIIM B TAMSITH TaK SICHO,
CJIOBHO OH ITPOM3HEC MX TOJILKO YTO.

«Twl mymaerib, 3TOT Opak OyAeT ATUTHCS BEUHO ?»

Ona BCIIOMHMJIA €ro TIJla3a.

CnokoiiHsbIe.

bespaznuunsle.

BukTopus tuxo omycruia B3misia. OHa Beerja 3Hasia, 4YTo OH
e€ He mooOuT. Ho 0Ha HUKOr/Ia He Tymasia, 4TO OH JeUCTBUTEIb-
HO coOupaeTcs MoJIOKUTh BceMy KoHell. Terneps ke ux Opak Ka-
3aJICs €M YEM-TO CTpPaHHBIM. ByTO OHa *k1Jia ¢ 4YeJTIOBEKOM, 3Hast
TOYHYIO JIaTy COOCTBEHHOUN cMepTH. Kax il 1eHb ObLT TPOCTO
OTCPOYKOM.

B mamsaATH BCruibumm Ipyrue ciosa.

CroBa eé oTra.

«Ecnmu tBOM Opak ¢ Bemukum ['epriorom OyneT pacTOprHyT,
THI MIepeCcTaHellb ObITh MOEH JI0YEPhIO.»

Mapku3 roBopus 3T0 C YBEPEHHOCTBIO, TyMasi, YTO HaIyraer
e€. Ho npaBpa Obuta vHOM. BukTOpHs IaBHO Tepectaia xeiaTh
OBITh €ro JOYEPHIO.

Ecian Ob1 MOKHO OBLIO. ..

OHa OBl ¢ paOCThIO pa3opBasia Ty cBsA3b. Ho peaibHOCTh Obl-



Jia Ipyrou.

Ecnu oHa ocranetcst oqHa — 6€3 OA/IepKKHA CEMbU MapKH3a
— y He€ He OyJeT HUYero.

CoBceM HUYETO.

A caM MapKu3 HUKOTAA HEe OTITYCTUT €€ MPOCTO Tak. TsHKENbIi
B3JI0X copBaics ¢ e€ Ty0. OHa pe3Ko MOBEPHYNACh.

— A?

BuBbeH nogHsIa royioBy.

— Kaxercs... Ero BeicouecTBo BepHyics.

Bukropus npuciyianacs.

W3naneka 10HECCA 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYMKOB Y BOPOT. 3BYK, KO-
TOPBII BCErJa BO3BEIA] O BO3BPALEHUU XO3dMHA 3aMKa. OHa
crierka Haxmypuiack. OH peIko BO3Bpallajics Tak paHo. B rpy-
I TIOSIBUJIOCH JIETKOE OecrnokoncTBo. Ho caenars Bui, 4To OHA
HUYEro He 3aMeTuia, ObIo HeBO3MOkHO. [lostomy Bukrtopus
IIOBEPHYJIACh.

— Towném.

OHM MeJJIeHHO HaIlpaBUJIMCh 0OpaTHO B 3aMOK. Korjma Buk-
TOpHS BOIILIA B XOJIJI, OHA OCTAHOBUJIACH.

W crana xnmath.

Bckope TskEnasi ABEph OTKPBLIACH.

Autekcanap BOEN BHYTpb. OH OCTAaHOBWICS HAa MTHOBEHUE
Y BHUMATEJIBHO OCMOTpeJ XoJul. Y BIpyr MouyBCTBOBAJ YbE-TO
npucyTcTere. Ero B3nisaa nepeMectusics B CTOpoHy. Tam crostia
BukTopusi.

— Bame BricouecTBO, Bbl BEPHYJIMCH PaHO.



E€ ronoc ObLT1 TUXHM.

AJIeKCaHAp HAYETO HE OTBETUIL.

OH npocTo cMOTpes1 Ha HEE.

Houro.

3areM ero B3I CKOJIb3HYI 10 €€ OACKAE.

— Kyna 1 cobupanacs?

—O...

Bukrtopus cnerka pacrepsiiack.

— Ilpomy npomenus. B komHaTe OBIIIO HEMHOTO JIYIIHO...
MO3TOMY $ BBIIIUIA MTPOTYJISITHCS.

Anekcanap Haxmypuics. Ha ero juie nosiBUsIoch CTpaHHOE
BbIpaXEHUE.

OH XOTeJ CIPOCUTB:

3a 4TO Thl U3BUHSEIILCA?

Ho Bapyr B mamsTH BCIUIBLIM €0 COOCTBEHHBIE CJIOBA.

«MHe kazanoch, s mpocu TeOs He BBICOBBIBATbCS U3 CIIAIb-
Hu. Ho, Buas, Kak Thl Haclaxaanach MOXOAOM IO Mara3uHaM,
JyMalo, MOH CJIOBA Jist TeOsI HUYEro He 3HaJar.»

JIuo Asniekcanapa Ha MIHOBEHUE 3aCThLIO.

OH HMYero He cKa3all.

[TpocTo npoiién MUMo Hee.

Bukropus mocmorpena emy Beien. Ha e€ rybax mosiBiiach
€/1Ba 3aMeTHasi KpuBasl YJIbIOKa. AJIeKCaH/P yKe MOTHUMAJICS 110
necrHunie. Ho Bapyr ocranoBuics.

OHn Haxmypuiics.

OH caM He MOHsUI, MOYeMY HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3aj Tak Mo-



CIIENTHO MpoIien MuMo He€. Bynro mbitancs uzdexars e€. OH
MEJIJIEHHO TOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY.

N nocmorpen BHu3. Bukropus Bee eie crosia B xomie. Ps-
JoM ¢ Heil Obiia BuBbeH. Yepe3 MrHoBeHHe OHU HANPABUIIMChH
K BBIXOAY. AJIEKCaH]Ip HEBOJILHO CJIE/IAJI B3IVISIOM 3a €€ yaassi-
foIIelics CIMHOM. Y BAPYr MOYyBCTBOBAJI CTPaHHOE OECHOKOM-
CTBO.

Ero ceprniie HeoXXUIaHHO 3a0UII0CHh ObICTpEE.

OH crierka B3/1pOrHyI.

bpoBu yauBIEHHO MOAHAINCE.

OH He noHuMal.

Yro 3710 OBUIO 32 YYBCTBO.

[ToueMy OHO MOABUIIOCH.

AJleKkcaHAp HaXMYpPHIICS.

N MenyieHHO NOAHAICS MO OCTABIIMMCS CTYTICHSIM.

skeskesk

CrpanHas nepeMeHa B 3aMKe MPOJOJIKaIachk. JTO OIIYyINA-
JIOCh BO BCEM — B 1Iarax CIJyr, B UX rojiocax, B TOM, KaK OHU
Ternepb cMoTpesn Ha Buktoputo. Bosbiiie He ObUIO HU IEMOTA 32
CIMHOM, HU HACMEIUIMBBIX B3IVISA0B.

TOJIBKO MOYTUTENBHOCTb.

Nuorpa naxe uype3mepHas.

Oxkono nonyaHs Buktopust MeJIeHHO 1UIa 1O JUTMHHOMY KO-
pUIIOpY, HaNpaBiAsACh B CTOJOBYIO. TSKENbIE OKHA MPOITYCKAIN
MSTKWA JTHEBHOHW CBET, KOTOPBIN JIOKHUJICS HA MPAaMOPHBIN TTOJT
OJIeTHBIMU TIPSIMOYTOJTbHUKAM.



E€ maru 3Byyanu tuxo. OHa yxe 1o4uTH JO0IUIa 10 OBOPOTa,
KOra Mo3aay pa3fajcs rojoc:

— Bame BricouectBo.

BuxkTopust ocraHoBuiachk. MeyieHHO 0OepHYBIIKCh, OHA YBU-
nena npopeukoro [Tapma. OH CTOsT HA pACCTOSIHUM HECKOJIbKUX
1IaroB M MOYTUTEJILHO MOKJIOHWJICS. BUKTOpHUS HA MIHOBEHUE
3a/iepkaia Ha HEM B3WIsA. B mocnenHee Bpemsi 3TO MPOUCXOIU-
JIO YacTo.

Cumkom 4acro.

[TaBen MOCTOSTHHO HAXOAWJI TIOBOJ, OOPAaTUTBLCS K HEW: CIIpo-
CHUTb pa3pellieHre Ha KaKyl-HUOyIb MeJIoUb, YTOUHUTh €€ MHe-
HUE O IMyCTsIKe, KOTOPbI paHbllle OH Pl Obl caMm.

— PeMoHT cazia, 0 KOTOPOM Bbl HEIABHO YITOMUHAJIM, — ITPO-
JOJDKU OH. — JlymMato, oH OyJeT 3aBepIi€éH yepe3 MecsIl.

— IlonsATHoO.

OtBer BukTopuu mpo3Byyana TUXO U HEMHOIO PACCESHHO.
OHa Jja)xe He OCTaHOBWJIACH MOJTHOCTBIO — JIUIIIb CJIETKA MOBEp-
HyJacek. [IaBen 3amerun e€ papHoayme. Ha ero simie MespkHy-
JIO HETEPIIEHUE.

— Opankepes OyzeT nocTpoeHa B Onvxkariiiee BpeMsi, — J10-
OaBui OH. — BaMm HyXHO OyJeT pelmuTh, Kakhe pacTeHHUs TaM
BbICAUTh. [lyMalo, 3TUM JTydllle 3aHATbCS UMEHHO BaM...

— Torna nmo3adoTeTech 00 3TOM JIMYHO.

E€ ronoc npo3Byuan cnokorHo. VI Buktopus yxe caenana
IIar Briepén, coOMpasich IPOIO/DKUTH Iy Th. Eii OosbIle He XoTe-
JIOCh 3aHUMAThCA JIEIaMU 3aMKA.



Panbliie oHa crapanace.

Eit ka3zanoch, 4To eciu oHa OyJeT IMOJIe3HOU, ecliv CyMeeT
CTaTh JOCTOMHOM XO3SIMKOW, BCE MOXKET U3MEHUTHCS.

Ho nocrne Toii HOYM B KaOUHETE...

Uro-T0 B HEN CIOMAJIOCh.

Tenepp gaxe CTEHbI 3aMKa BBI3BIBAIM B HEW CTPAaHHOE YYB-
ctBO. Bynro xonon npodupascs noa Koxy. byaro cam aToT jom
THXO OTTAaJIKMBAJ €€.

— Bame BricouectBo, nopoxagure!

[aBes mocnienHo caestan HECKOJBKO aroB 3a He. Bukropus
OCTaHOBUJIACh.

— Ipoctute, yto OBLT TaK IPyd C BaMHU.

Ona mequieHHO oOepHynack. Ha e€ nuiie orpasmiioch €rkoe
YAUBJICHUE.

— $1 npumy moGoe Haka3zaHUE 32 MOIO MPOILTYIO TPyOOCTb,
— npoxposikui [1aBes, ckJIOHUB royioBy enie Huke. — [oxanyi-
CTa... IPOCTUTE MEHSI.

OH HaKJIOHWJICA TaK ITyOOKO, UTO Ka3aJoCh, eI HEMHOTO —
Y OH yfapuTcs JIOoM o 1ojl. BUKTOpUST pacTepsiHHO MOpPrHya.
Ei1 BApYr NoKa3ajiock, YTO €CJM OHA CeMYac HUYEro HE CKaXeT,
OH IPOCTO HE MOJHUMETCHI.

— 41 noHrMaro, — CIIOKOMHO npou3Hecaa oHa. — U nmpomiaio
TeOsl.

He6onbinas nay3a.

— Bcragaii.

[MaBen meanienHo BhpsiMuvics. Ha ero swmiie cMermanmck 00-



JeryeHuve u Tpesora. B ToT aeHs, korga BukTopuio 3anepiu B
KaOWHeTe, OH JIEUCTBUTEITLHO OTCYTCTBOBAJT B 3aMKE.

Korpa emy cooOIMIM O CIyYMBIIEMCS], TIPOIILIO Y€ MHOTO
BpeMeHu. U Torga ero oxBaTuiio HEMpUATHOE YyBCTBO BUHBI. [1a-
BeJI BCET/1a OTHOCWIICA K KEHE CBOETO XO35IMHA JOBOJIBHO XOJIO/I-
HO. OH HE MBITAICA YHU3WUTH €€ HaNpsMY, HO U HUKOIJa He
MPOSIBJIST YBakeHUs1. IMEHHO ero paBHOMYIIME CTAJIO MpUMe-
poM 17151 OCTaibHBIX ci1yr. OH 310 noHuMain. M moromy He mMor
onpasaatecs. K tomy *xe...

Peakimst Anekcanapa Obuta HeoxuaaHHoOW. OH HUKOTIA He
BMEIIIUBAJICS B TIONOOHbBIE MEJIOYH.

Homariaue KOH(IMKTH He MHTEpecoBaM ero. Tem Oolee ec-
JIM Peyb 11UIA O €r0 KEHE.

Ho Torpa...

OH He NOBBICUJI TOJIOC.

He nposiBuit rueBa.

OH 1poCTO CMOKOMHO MpUKa3asl Haka3aTh BUHOBHBIX. OHa-
KO 3TO CHIOKOMCTBHME OKa3aJIOCh Ky/a cTpaniHee. Bee ciayru, npu-
YacTHBIE K CITyYMBIIEMYCS, ObUIM M3rHaHBL. U HE TONBKO OHHU.
Te, kTO KOrIA-TMOO0 NMO3BOJSIT cebe U3/IeBaThesl Hal BUKTOpUEi,
TOXE MCYE3JIM U3 3aMKa.

— Mory 51 cipocuTb... — THXO CKa3ayia Buktopusi, Habmonas
3a [1aBjiom, — nouyemy Mpou3o0Iilia Takas pe3kas nepemeHa’?

IlaBen cnerka B3IpOrHyII.

OH cHOBa OIYCTWJI TOJIOBY.

— BuHa 3a TOT MHIMASHT NOJIHOCTBHIO JISKUT HA MHe. S He



CyMeJl TOJKHBIM 00pa3oM BOCIIUTATh MpUciyry. Mo€ oTHole-
HUeE... — OH 3aMsuicsl. — OHO, Oe3YCIIOBHO, MOATOKHYJIO UX.

OH r1yOOKO BJOXHY.

— MHe ouens xajb, Bama Cemnocts. Eciim Bel XOoTUTE Ha-
Ka3aTb MEHSI — BBl MOXETE 3TO CIesIaTh.

Bukropus ynueia€HHO nocMoTpesia Ha Hero. OHa He 4yBCTBO-
BaJia 3JI0CTH.

KoneuHo, ero manepa pasroBapuBarh WHOrAa Obla rpyOoBa-
Tor. Ho OH HUKOr/Aa He u3/eBalics HaJl Hel HaMEePEHHO.

K Ttomy xe...

OH oka3zajcsi NepBbIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPbIA MPU3HAT CBOIO
BUHY. DTO OBUIO HEOXUAAHHO.

U crpanHo.

Ho 6ombinie Bcero Buktopust 4yBcTBOBaJIa cefvac pyroe.

Ycranocts.

Eil mpocTo He XOTeNoch HU 0 YéM 3a00TUThCS.

— DTOro JOCTaTOYHO, — TUXO CKa3ajia oHa. — 1 moiiny.

ITaBes1 CHOBa MOKJIOHUJICS.

— Jla, koneuHo. [IpusarHoro annerura.

OcraBuB ero nosaau, Bukropus npopomkwia myts. Korma
OHa BOIIJIa B CTOJIOBYIO, €€ I1ar HEBOJIbHO 3aMeITUJICS. 3a JIJIMH-
HBIM CTOJIOM Y3Ke cujien Ajekcanap. B ero pyke Obuv JOKyMeH-
Thl. OH IOAHSLT ToNIOBY. M X B3IJIsi4bl BCTPETUIIUCD.

— HoOpwiii Beuep, Baiie BricouecTro.

BukTopusi npyBBIYHO MOMPUBETCTBOBAJIA €T0 U 3aHSLIA MECTO
HanpoTuB. [Ipolio JOBOJIBHO MHOIO BPEMEHU C TE€X MOp, KaK



OHHU y:xuHau Bmecte. Ciyra cpa3y ke OCTaBWJI [epe]] Hell arle-
putuB. Buktopus B3sina npudopsl. Ho mpesxae yem HadaTh ecTb,
HEBOJIBHO ITOCMOTpeIa Ha Myxka. OH BCE ellg AepKayl JOKyMEH-
THI.

Kaxk Bcerna.

OH pabGoTaJi TOCTOSIHHO.

Bo Bpems enpl.

B kapere.

Io3nHO HOYLIO.

WHorpa e ka3ajock, 4TO OH IMPOCTO HE YMEET OTABIXATb.

— Bwb1 He ycranmu?

E€ Tuxuii BOompoc 3acTaBuil €ro OTOpBaThcs OT Oymaru. AJiek-
CaH/Ip MEJIEHHO TMOIH ST B3IJISAN.

— Ilouemy ThI cripammBaenis?

BukTopus Ha cekyHAy 3amMs1ach.

— IIpocTo... MHe noKa3anock, 4YTO Bbl YCTAJIN.

Ona He ckazana npasay. Ona cnipocuia u3 6ecriokoiictea. Ho
OHa 3Hajla — eMy 3TO He MoHpaBuTcs. EMy BooOIe He HpaBu-
JIOCh, KOTJa OHA pasroBapuBajla C HUM. AJIEKCAH/p HUYETO He
OTBETUIL

Bukropus onycruna rasa. M THxo npuHsiach 3a eny.

TummHa 3arsaHysach.

Tonbko e/1Ba CIBIIHBINA 3BYK IPUOOPOB M IOPOX OyMaru Ha-
pylmanu e€. AlekcaHap MONbITAICSA BEPHYTbCA K TOKYMEHTaM.
Ho cocpenorountscs He MoTy4yasnocs.

MBbICu Iy TAJIACK.



OH NPUILENKHYJ A3BIKOM.

CAuIIIKOM MHOTO BCETO JIe3J/I0 B TOJIOBY.

C toro MomeHTa, Kak BUKTOpHSI BOIILIA B CTOJIOBYIO, €O BHU-
MaHMe CHOBa M CHOBA BO3BPAIAJIOCh K HEH.

K e€ Tnxum nBukKeHUAM.

K tomy, Kak oHa Jepikania BUIKY.

K Ttomy, kak e€ B3misii MHOTIA TOAHUMAJICS, a TIOTOM Cpa-
3y onyckasicss. OH BAPYT SICHO MOHSI OfiHY Belilb. OHa JIeHCTBU-
TeJILHO OECIIOKOUTCH 0 HEM. U 9T0 OCO3HAHUE JI0JIKHO OBLIIO BI-
3BaTh pa3ipaxeHue.

PaHblI1ie Tak 1 ObLIO.

Ho Tenepe...

BmecTo npuBbIYHON HETIPUA3HU BHYTPH MOSIBUIIACH CTPAHHAS
TSIKECTD.

AJekcaHap HAXMYPUJICS.

OH uyBcTBOBa ceOs TaK, CIIOBHO 3aIIIEN B JIAOUPHUHT, BHIXO/IA
U3 KoToporo He Bujes. U yem Gombliiie oH gymalt 00 3ToM — TeM
CHJIbHEE 3aITyTHIBAJICSI B COOCTBEHHBIX UyBCTBaX.

I'nasa 17

— Bame BricouecTso...

['onoc Buktopun mpo3Bydasn TUXO, IOYTH HeyBepeHHO. OHa
BCE ellIé Jepxkajla B pyKax BWIKY, HO €/1a Mepel Hell Mo4Tu He
ObU1a TpoHyTa. TErUIBINA CBET JTaMI Majai Ha CTOJ, OTPaXaJCs B
cepeOpsHBIX PUOOpax, Aesasi TUIUHY MKy HUMU el Oosee



OIIy TUMOM.

AJiekcaHap MOJHSI I71a3a OT JOKYMeHTa. BUKTopus penko Ha-
YrHaJIa pasroBop mnepBoil. OOBIYHO OHA CTapajlach KaKk MOXHO
ObICTpee 3aKOHYHTH Tpare3y M YITH, YTOObl He pa3jpaxarb ero
CBOUM IPUCYTCTBUEM.

— IIpocrute, 4TO MpOAOIKAID OECIIOKOUTHh Bac, — CKazaja
OHa, aKKypaTHO TOJI0KUB MpUOOopbl. — Ho s AeHCTBUTENIBHO XO-
4y COPOCUTh KOe 0 4€M. E€ masblibl HA MTHOBEHHE CXKaJMCh Ha
Kpalo CToJa.

Omna konebanach.

DTOT BOIPOC YK€ JAABHO XU B €€ royioBe. OH MOSABISIICA
KaJ/I0€ YTPO, KOIZla OHA MPOCHINANach B XOJIOAHOM CHaJIbHE, U
KaX[yI0 HOUb, KOTJIa OHa Jieskasia Oe3 CHa, CIyIiasi Jaj€Kue 3BY-
k1 3aMKa. Ho npousHecTu ero Beiyx ObUIO... HenpusATHO. ClIoB-
HO OHa cama MpuOIKaia Hen30eKkHoe. BUKTOpUST THXO BIOX-
HyJa.

— Kora Bb coOupaeTech pa3BecTUCh CO MHOK ?

CrnoBa npo3ByYaid HEOKUJAHHO SICHO.

Ha MraoeeHue BpeMsi CJIOBHO OCTAHOBWJIOCH. JIuio Auiek-
CaHJIpa 3aCThLJIO0. DTO JUIUJIOCh BCErO AOJIIO CEKYH/Ibl. 3aTEM €ro
BbIpa)KE€HNE BHOBb CTAJIO MPEXXHUM — CIIOKOWMHBIM, [TOYTH PaB-
HOYIIIHBIM.

— A 4TO, — MeJJIeHHO MPOU3HEC OH, — Thl HAMEPEHa CO00-
HIUTh 00 TOM MapKuzy?

BukTopus cierka B3IporsyJia.

— Her... — Tuxo orBetnia oHa. — 4 cripammBaia Bac He C



TaKUM HaAMEPEHUEM.

Ho Anekcanap yxe OTBEN B3I K JOKYMEHTY.

— YT0 %, — TPOJIOIKUI OH HETPOMKO, — 1 HE MOT'Y JIOBe-
paTh Tebe.

OH cnenan HeOOBIIYIO May3Yy.

— Benp Thl BCE-TaKU MOCIYIIHAA JOYb CBOETO OTLIA.

DTH CJI0BA MPO3BYYAJIM CLIOKOMHO.

Cnuiikom criokoriHo. Ho ¢ kaxipiM ciioBoM Jmiio Buktopun
CTaHOBWJIOCH Bcé OnenHee. OHa Bcera BhIIVIsIeNIa MSITKOU U TH-
xoit. Ho cromio komy-HUOYIh YIIOMSIHYTh MapKU3a — U YTO-TO
BHYTPHU HEE MITHOBEHHO CKUMAJIOCh.

E€ rieun HeBOJIbHO HaPATaJIUCh.

B3 onyckancs.

W Anekcanzip He MOHUMAJ IOYEMY.

Mapxku3, KOTOpOro OH 3HaJI, Ka3ajcs eMy 3a00TJIMBbIM OTIIOM.
EmE B Hauase ux 6paka OH Tak ropsiuo pacxBaiuBaji Bukropuio,
YTO 3TO J1aXe BbI3bIBAJIO Y AJjleKcaHjapa pasapaxeHue. mmnepa-
TOP ¥ UIMITEPATPHILIA TOXKE OTHOCUIIUCH K HEH ¢ 0COOO0M TETIOTOM.
Kazanock, oHa BhIpOC/Ia OKPYXEHHOM JII0OOBBI0. Takas neByIKa
JOJKHA ObL1a ObITH CAMOYBEPEHHOM.

HemHoro n36anoBaHHOM.

Ho BukTtopust He Oblia TaKOM.

Omna Obl1a CITUIITKOM THUXOM.

CauIKoM OCTOPOKHOM.

CHayasia AJIeKCaHAp peuIw, 4To 3TO JMIb Macka. OH 1y-
MaJl, YTO OHA MPUTBOPSIETCS. A TIOTOM CIIyYUJIOCh TO, YTO OKOH-



YyaTeJIbHO YKPENWIO €T0 IMOJ03PEHUA.

Tot nens.

Te HApKOTUKH.

AJekcaH/p e/1Ba 3aMETHO YCMEXHYJICS.

Hanomnnanue o ToM, 4to Bukropus — nous Mmapkuza CaHt
Kiap, crpaHHbIM 00pa3oM MOMOTAJIO €My YIIOPSIA0OYUTh MBICITH.
Ero uyBcTBa K HEM CTAHOBUJIMCH CJIMIIKOM CJIOKHBIMM.

Cnuiikom 3anmyTaHHBIMUA. Ho 3TOT (pakT ocraBasics HEeM3MeEH-
HeIM. Kakas Obl oHa HU OblJIa — c1adasi, poOKasi WM TUXask —
OHA BCE PAaBHO OCTABaJIACh I0YEPHIO MAPKU3a.

U 31010 66110 JOCTATOYHO.

Bukropusa monuana.

OHna ckJIOHWJIa TOJIOBY.

Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 e€ M0 He BHIpakaio MPUBBIYHON 0Ouabl. He
OBbLIO HU CJIE3, HU pacTepsiHHOCTU. TOJbKO yCTaloCTb.

['myGokasi, Tuxasi ycTajoCTh 4eJOBeKa, KOTOPbIA CIUIIKOM
JIOJITO TepHelL.

— Ilpomry nporennsi, — ckasana oHa Tuxo. E€ romoc Obu1
POBHBIM.

— Borblnie 51 Bac He M0OECIIOKOIO.

Anekcannp He orBeTwi. Ho ero mio yxe BEpHYJIOCh K ITPU-
BBIYHOMY JIe/ITHOMY BbIpaxkeHuio. V1 Bukropuu storo Osu1o 10-
CTaTOYHO.

Ona noHsna.

Huyero He U3MEHMIIOCH.

Hwuuero He nzmenurces.



E€ cepmiie Ha MrHOBeHHE OOJIE3HEHHO CXKaJIOCh.

Ho 6oms Obina cTpanHo mpuriyméHHoN. CIIOBHO OHa yxke
MPUBBIKJIA K HEU. BUKTOpHS MeIJIeHHO MOJHSIIACh U3-3a CTOJIA.
Ctyn TUXO CKOJBb3HYI 10 ToTy. OHa He nojHsiia rojosbl. He mno-
CMOTpeJa Ha Hero.

CroKOMHBIMY 1IaraMM OHA MEPECeKsa MPOCTOPHYIO CTOJIO-
ByI0. Bbicokue okHa oTpaxkanu e€ cuimydT. Ciayra yxke CTosii y
neepu. Korma oH oTkpbul e€, BukTopus 6e3 kojeOaHuil BBIIILIA.
Omna He oOepHynack. Hu Ha cekynny. OHa He yBujiena BeIpaxke-
HUE A AJlekcaspa B ToT MOMeHT. He yBuzena, kak ero pyka,
JepXkaBiliasi JOKYMEHT, MEIJIEHHO ocTaHOBWJIack. He 3ameTuia,
KaK ero B3MJIsL/ 3a/IepKajicsl Ha MYCTOM MECTe, TAe OHa TOJIbKO
YTO CHEIA.

B cronoBoi cHOBa cTajio TUXO.

Ho Tenepsp 3Ta TUIIMHA NOYEMY-TO Ka3aiach TSKEJEe Mpex-
HEW.

kkk

DTO CIy4UJIOCh B OJIMH U3 TUXUX JHEU paHHEN OCEHHU.

IIHM cTamu Kopoue, a BO3AyX — MpO3payHee U MPOXJiaHee.
Beuepamu B 3aMKe yike 3aKUrajaiv KAMUHBI, U MSTKOE TETUIO MeJI-
JIEHHO pacro3ajaock Mo KOMHaTaMm. Bukropus cujiena Ha quBa-
He niepen KamuHOM. [11aMst THXO MOTPECKUBAJIO, MHOTAA BHIOpa-
cbiBast UCKpbl. OpaHxeBble OTOJIECKU CKOJIb3WIIU MO CTEHaM, 10
KOBpY, IO CTPaHUIIAM KHUTH B €€ pyKax.

Omna uurana.

TouyHee — mbITaIaCh YUTATh.



CTpOoKH IUIbUIY NIEPES IV1a3aMU, HO CMBICI YCKOJIb3aJl. IHorIa
OHa JIOBMJIA ce0s1 Ha TOM, UTO yXKe HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CMOTPHUT Ha
OJIHY U Ty ke cTpaHuIily. E€ MbIcu ObUIH rie-To JaJieko.

Panom BuBbeH akKypaTHO CKJIaJplBajla CBEXEE MOCTEJILHOE
6enbeé. TkaHb MATKO IIypIlasia, HApyIIasi TUIIAHY.

Bapyr B aBepb nocryvanu.

3ByK OBUI HETPOMKHMM, HO B TUXOW KOMHATe€ OH MPO3BYYal
HEOKUIAHHO.

BukTopus nogHsia royioBy.

BuBbeH nocrienHo nogonuia K ABepu U OTkpeuia e€. Ha mno-
pore crosin gopeukuit I1asen. OH ciierka noKJI0HWICS.

— Bama Csetiocts, kK BaM OCETUTENb U3 IBOPLIA.

— Iloceturens?

BukTOpHs cierka HakJIOHMIIA TOOBY HAOOK. M3 mBOpIIa K Heit
MIOYTH HUKTO He npueskasl. OHa OCTOPOKHO 3aKpblla KHUTY, O-
JIOKUB 3aKJIaIKy MEX]ly CTPaHUL[AMH, U MEJJICHHO NIOAHSAJIACh.

— IIpoBeguTe ero B NpUEMHYIO.

[TyTe 10 MPUEMHON 3aHSIT BCETO HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, HO 32 3TO
BpeMs1 Bukropus ycriena nepedparh B roloBe MHOKECTBO BapH-
aHToB. Korna oHa Boluia, CTOSIBIINI TaM CJIyra cpa3y MOKJIOHUII-
cA.

— Besnukas repuoruss.

OH roBopuJI ¢ yBaKeHUEM, HO 03 U3JIUIIIHEN TOPKECTBEHHO-
CTH.

— S nmmunbiii cnyra E€ Mmneparopckoro BeicouecTBa KpoH-
ITPUHLIECCHI.



[Tpu 31THX cnoBax 6poBu BukTopuu eapa 3aMeTHO IPOTHYIIH.
Cunyra npotsiHya el KoHBepT. Bymara Oblia II0THOM M YK pariieH-
HOW U3SIIIHBIM UMIEepCKUM y3opoM. [laBes1, CTOSABIIMU PSAAOM,
TYT K€ MO HOX JIJIs1 ITUCEM.

BukTopust akkypaTHo Bckpbia kouBept. [llyprianue 6ymaru
pazganock B TMX0M KOMHaTe. OHa JocTajla TMCBMO U cpa3y Hava-
na yutath. [Touepk ObLT aKKypaTHBIM U MSTKUM. OTIpaBUTEIEM
Obl1a Aznenb — HacnenHasi npuHiiecca. [IncbMo HauMHAOCh €
TEMJIOTO MPUBETCTBUSI.

Agensb cripammsaia o 340poBbe BUKTOpHUM, MHTEpECOBAIACH,
KaK OHa YyBCTBYeT ceOsl B 3aMKe, M HaJesach, YTO OCEHHUM
BO3JIyX MOMIEN el Ha Moyib3y. Buktopus unrana meayieHHo. Ee
B3[JIS1]l HA MTHOBEHUE CMSTUMIICS.

Omna BciomMHWIA JIALO AJIEITb.

Hoo6poe.

Cgemiioe.

Apienb Beeria cMOTpeia Ha He€ Tak, OyATO IEUCTBUTEITHHO T1e-
pexuBaiia 3a He€. [lanplle B mucpMe roBOpUJIOCh O Apyrom. B
Omkaiiiee BpeMsl B 3AMOK BEJTMKOTO Iepliora JOJIKeH MPUObITH
BaXXHBbII [OCTb.

Ho nms He ynomuHanocs.

Hwu onHOM noackasku.

CnoBHO 3T0 OBUIO CHIENaHo CrieluanbHo. Byaro Anens Hame-
PEHHO XOTesa pa3:keub e€ JI0OOMBITCTBO. BUKTOpUSs HA MIHOBe-
HUE 33/1yMaJlach.

Ilepen e€ rnmazamu BO3HMKJIA KapTHHA IOCIEJHEW BCTPEUYU



C KPOHIIPUHLIECCON. AJIEJIb CTOSIA PSJIOM C HAC/IEAHBIM MPUH-
uem. E€ pyka oCTOpOXHO nopaepkuBajia OKPYIJIMBIIANACS KH-
BOT. OHa HaXOAWJIACh HA MOCJIEIHEM TPUMECTPE OEPEMEHHOCTH.
W Buimisiena... cuacmivBou. [lo-Hactosiiemy cyactimBoi. B eé
rJ1a3ax ObIJIO CTOJIBKO CIIOKOMHOM PajIoCTH, UTO PSIIOM C Hel /1a-
e BO3/IYX Kazajics Msirue. BUktopust HeBoJIbHO yielOHYmachk. Ho
yJIbIOKA TIOUTH cpa3y yracia. E€ monoxeHue OblJI0 COBEPIICHHO
IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHBIM.

VYV Apens Obuta CEMBSL.

JloOsmuit Myx.

Ckopo fomkeH ObLT pOIUTHCS pEOEHOK.

A 'y Bukropunu...

OHna cxayla nMCbMO 4yTh Kpenye. B e€ rpynn Ha MrHOBEHHE
BO3HUKJIA TskecTh. OHa OBICTPO OTBEJA B3IJISIT OT CTPOKH.

«He nymait 06 aTom.»

OHa 1aBHO HAy4YMJIACh OCTAHABJIMBATH MOJOOHBIE MbICTH. OHU
HE TIPUHOCKJIM HUYEero, Kkpome Oomu. Buktopus rimyOoKo BIOX-
Hys1a. I BHOBb OCMOTpEJIa Ha MUCHMO.

K0 xe ObUT TEM roctem?

Omna nonsITanack yrajgars.

«MoxeT ObITh, KTO-TO U3 UMIepaTopckoit cembpu? Mmu nHO-
CTPaHHBIN MMOCJIAHHUK ?

A MOXeT...»

Ho uem Gosbiiie oHa gymara, TeM MeHbIIe HaXO/IMIa OTBETOB.
AJienb He OCcTaBWJIa HM OIHOM MOJCKa3Ku. BUKTOpHS Clokuia
NFCBMO OOPaTHO B KOHBEPT.



— bnaropapio Bac, — THXO cKa3aJia OHa CiIyre.

Tor cHoBa mnokjoHwics. Korma o ymen, Bukropus emgé
HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi CTOsiJIa B TPUEMHOM, JIepKa MUChMO B pyKax.
JII060MBITCTBO MEVIEHHO CMENUBAIOCH C JIETKON TPEBOTOM.

OpHako 10Jro rajarh €l He MPUIILIOCh.

Bce e€ pasmbliiuieHus oka3auch HarpacHsel. [Toromy 4rto yxe
Ha CJIeYIOUI JIEHb TOCTh MTPUOBLT B 3AMOK.

skekesk

Koraa Bukropus Boluia B IJIaBHBIN 3aJ1, COJIHIIE YK€ CTOSLIO
BICOKO. CBeT, MaJIaBIIMi Yepe3 BHICOKKE BUTPAXHbIE OKHA, ObLIT
MSTKMM Y TEIJIBIM, HO CaM 3aj1 BCE PaBHO Ka3aJiCsl XOJOAHBIM.
KameHHbIe CTeHBI, TSAKENbIE KOJIOHHBI, JJIMHHbIE TEHU Ha IOy
— BCE 9TO NPUAABAJIO IOMEIIEHUIO OIIYILIEHNE KAaKOU-TO ITyXOu
TOPKECTBEHHOCTH.

BukTOpHsi 0OcTaHOBMJIACh Ha HECKOJIBKO IIAroB oT Bxomga. U
6e3y4acTHO MOCMOTpeJIa Ha YeJI0BeKa, CTOSIBIIETO MOCPE/Iu 3aJa.
Bricokuit MmyxunHa B 6€710M 001a4eHU | CBSIIIIEHHUKA TOBEPHYJI-
cs1 K Heid. Ero yurio cpa3y 03apuiioch TEIION, UCKpPEeHHe! YITbIO-
KOH.

— Kak noxuBaere?

ITOT rojioc ObLT CIOKOMHBIM U MSITKUM.

W Bapyr nokasaicsa Bukropun 3HakoMbiM. OHa MOprHyJa.

— CBslIlIeHHUK. .. AlbOepT?

Ona crienasa HECKOJIBKO 11aroB BIEPEN, BCE eUIE HE BEpsl CBO-
UM IJ1a3aM.

— I'ocTh, 0 KOTOPOM KPOHITPUHIIECCA YTIOMUHAA B [IUCHME...



3TO BHI?

E€ romoc mpo3Byyas THXO U CJerka pacTepsHHO. AnbOepT
YJIBIOHYJICS IIHPE.

— [loxoxe, 1 Bac yIuBuUII.

OH crierka CKJIOHWI T'OJIOBY.

— Ilocne monuTBEI 3a pUHIIECCY ANENb A PEIWII 3aeXaTh K
BaM 110 JJopore oOpaTHO B Xpam.

OH ornagencs.

Heckonbko clyr, CTOSIBIIMX B NMPUEMHOM, Opocaid Ha HEero
OCTOpOXKHBIE B3IIAABL. benoe onesHue CBAIIEHHUKA PE3KO BbI-
JeJs710Ch Ha (poHe TEMHOIO KaMHS U TSKETBIX rOOeIeHOB 34M-
ka. Ero npucyTcTBie ClI0BHO MPUHOCKIIO CIOJIa UYTO-TO YYXI0€
9TOW MpavHo# atMocdepe.

Yro-T0 cBemIoE.

— Mory su s cniepBa yBuaeTh Ero BeicouectBo? — ciokou-
HO cripocui Anboept. — 1 xoTen Obl 03/10pOBATHCS C HUM.

BukTopus rnokavasa rosoBoi.

— Ero BeicouecTBa ceiuac HET B 34MKe.

Omna 4uyTb orycTuiIa B3IJIsAL.

— OH yexaJ1 0 NOUTUYECKUM JeiaM. S He 3Hato, Korga oH
BEPHETCHI.

B nocnegnue nHu AnekcaHap BO3BpAILAICS B COBEPLIEHHO
pa3Hoe BpeMmsl.

WHora no3gHo HOYbIO.

MNHuorpa nouty Ha pacceere.

[TosToMy OHa 1 ITpaBJa HE MOIJIA CKa3aTh HUYETO TOUHEE.



— Torga... — ona HemHoro 3amsiaack. — [loxainyiicra,
IIPOUIEMTE B TOCTUHYIO.

BukTopus nipoesia ero no KOpuaopy.

BuBbeH Tuxo cnenoBaia 3a HuMu. Korga nseps rocTUHOM OT-
KPbLIach, MSTKHIA CBET OCEHHETO JIHSI HaroaHWI KoMHary. Ciyra
TIOKJIOHWJICSI Y TIOCTIEITHO YAAJIHJICS, YTOObI TTPUTOTOBUTH YTO-
nienre. Korga oHu octaivch noyTv OfHU, BUKTOpMS HaKOHEI
3aroBOpUIIA.

— 1 XxoTena Obl MHOTOE YCJIBIIIIATh OT Bac, CBAIICHHUK.

Ona cena Ha IMBaH HAIIPOTUB HETO.

— Ho 4 coBceM He okuaaia yBUIETh BaC TaK CKOPO.

ANBOEpT CIOKOMHO CJIOKUI PYKU Ha KOJIEHSIX.

— KponnpuHiecca oueHb BOIHYyeTCs 32 Bac.

OH roBOpWMJI MSITKO, CIIOBHO OOSIIICS 3aJ€Th €€.

— Heckonbko gHel Ha3a[ OHA 3aMeTHuJjia, YTO BbI BHIIJISAIUTE
OnenHoi. U mompocuia MeHs 3aexaTh B 3AMOK... U TIOMOJIUTHCS
3a jieau Bukrtopuio.

[Ipn ynomuHanuu Azaens o Bukropuu cierka norerieno.
OnHa HEeBOJILHO BCIIOMHMJIA €€.

Ho6prle raza.

Térnyio ymbsoky.

N pyky, OCTOPOKHO JIeKal[yl0 HA OKPYIJIMBIIEMCS JKUBOTE.

— ToHsATHO... — THXO cKa3ana oHa. Ha e€ rybax mosiBuiach
crnabas yasloKa.

— BBl cka3aiu, 4To y Bac €CTh BOIPOCHI, — IMPOJOIKUAI AJlb-
Oepr. — 4 ¢ pagocThio OTBEUy Ha BCe.



Ero ronoc Obl1 HACTOJIBKO CIIOKOWHBIM U €CTECTBEHHBIM, UTO
BukTopusa mouyBcTBOBala, Kak HaNPSKEHWE B €€ TPyau IOHE-
MHOT'Yy ocjia0eBaer.

Omna Havasa 3a/1aBaTh BOIIPOCHI.

CHavasia OCTOPOXKHO.

— K xakomy Xxpamy Bbl IPUHAJIEKUTE, CBAILCHHUK 7

— K xpamy ABpenuu.

OH cnerka KUBHYJI.

— OH HaxoguTCA HEJANEKO OT Tepputopun BuHuecrep.

ITOT XpaM He BXOJWJI B COCTaB UMITEpPUH. ATbOEpT myTelle-
CTBOBAJI IO pa3HbIM 3eMJIsIM. Ho HekoTopoe Bpems K11 BO IBOP-
e 10 MpochOe UMIEPATOPCKON CEMbU — OHU JIOBEPSLIA EMY.
Buktopus monmdana, cobupasich ¢ MBICIISIMH. BBIJIO CTONBKO Be-
1IeW, O KOTOPBIX OHA XOTea cnpocutb. Ho HM oiHA MBICTbL HE
Ka3ajach JOCTATOYHO BaXKHOU. AJbOEpPT HEKOTOpOe Bpemsl Ha-
Ooas 3a Hew.

A TIOTOM HEOXKMJAHHO CKa3a:

— BBl OueHb NIOX0XKU HA CBOIO MaTh.

Bukropus pe3ko nogHsna ronosy. E€ rma3za mmpoko packpsbl-
JIUCh.

— Bbl... 3Ha/11 MOIO MaTh?

Ee ronoc egsa He copBajcs.

— Jla.

OTtBeT mpo3Byyas CIIOKOMHO.

— 41 OB pAAOM... KOTJ]a BBl POJIUIIUC.

Mup c10BHO Ha MTHOBEHUE OCTaHOBWICA. Pyku Bukropun



Havaym Jpoxark. Cepprie BAPYr 3a0MI0Ch OBICTPO W HEPOBHO.
AnpOepT MATKO MPOTSHYNT el pyKy. Buktopus paccesiHHO mO-
CMOTpeJia Ha €ro JIaJIOHb.

W c1ioBHO NOAYUHSSACH KAKOMY-TO TUXOMY BHYTPEHHEMY UyB-
CTBY, BJIOJKMJIa CBOIO PYKYy B €ro. B ToT e Mur oHa ourytuia
Teru10. TEMIBIN MOTOK, MATKO CTPYAIIMKACA Yepes e€ nagoHb. OH
MeJIJIEHHO PacipOCTPAHMUIICS IO PyKe, 3aTeM IO TPyaH, Mo Bce-
my Teqy. Cepaile, KOTopoe eme CeKyHay Ha3aja OerieHo Ousoch,
MOCTENEHHO YCIOKanBaJOCh.

— 4l roBopumII BaMm paHbliie, — TUXO CKa3an AbOepT, — 4To
YBEpEH B CBOEM 1IEJIUTENILCTBE.

BukTopus rimy6oko BIOXHYA.

Terio ObUIO CTPAHHBIM.

Ho... yaMBUTETPHO CIOKOMHBIM.

— Bb1 ObuTH TIEPBOIA JKU3HBIO, KOTOPYIO 5 CHac.

OH roBopu1 TUX0, OyATO BCIOMUHAJ OY€Hb JAJIEKOe BpeMsl.

— Torna s1 ObUT BCEro JIUIIb MTOCTYIITHUKOM.

OH pacckazan o mononou keHmyHe. OHa npuxogWIa B Ma-
JIHbKHI XpaM TOYTH KaKIYI0 HOUb.

Monunace.

Muorna rmiakasna.

WHorpa cuiena TMxo, OOHSIB pyKaMu SKUBOT.

Wuorpa... yneidanach.

FOHBIT AnbOepT HaOMI0AAN 32 HEMl.

CHauana ciyyvaidHo. [Torom — kaxapiid Beuep. OH MPUBBIK
Kaath e€. C KaXIbpIM JHEM e€ KMBOT CTAHOBUJICS BCE OOJIBIIIE.



W onHaxnwl...

— B xpam npubesxany noBUTyxa u Bpay, — MPOIOIKUIT OH.
— OHu ckazanm, 4To OepeMeHHasl KeHIIUHA ToTepsijia CO3Ha-
HUE.

W Gonblie HUKTO HEe MOT el ToMOYb. B TOT ieHh B MOHACTBIpe
OBbLIT TOJIBKO OH.

Monoaoy NoCIylIHUK.

Huxkro apyroi.

— 51 6pocwiics k e€ qoMy... — THXO cKazai AnbOept. — Ho
s1 HE 3HAJI, YTO JeJIaTh.

OH He ObLT BpauoM.

He Obu1 CBSIIIIEHHUKOM.

OH MOT TOJIBKO MOJIUThCSI.

N on momuics.

Ot Bcero cepatia.

[Tpocun Bora cmactu Math 1 peOEHKA.

OH 3aMoJ14ajT Ha MTHOBEHHUE.

— W torpa... s BiepBble MOUYBCTBOBAJI CBIITYIO CHILY.

OH niepenan 3Ty CUJTy KEHIIUHE.

N ona ouHyJiace.

A Bckope ponniia peOEHKa.

— Cepaiie HOBOPOXKJIEHHOW OBLJIO HATIOJTHEHO MOEH CBATON
CUJION.

OHn nocmotpen npssMo Ha Bukropuio.

— IlepBoe GarocioBeHne, KOTOPOE s JaJl KaK CBSIIIEHHUK. ..
ObUIO TOXKeJTaHWeM, YTOOBI 3TOT peOEHOK BBIPOC CUACTIIMBEE



BCEX.

Ero B3 cran cepbE3HbIM.

— CyacTiuBbI J11 BbI ceryac?

Bukropusi cmotpena Ha Hero. Ho OynTo Huuero He Buzena.
Ona memieHHO oTBepHyJack. M octopoxkHo yOpana pyky. Eé
HaJIbIBI KOCHYUCH Tpynu. Cepitie CHOBa OMIIOCh OBICTPO.

— ...

Cnosa 3actpsuin. OHa He MorvIa cKa3arh «Ja». [loromy uto
39T0 ObLIO OBl JIOXKBIO. HO ¥ Mpu3HAThCSA B MpaBje... ObLIO CIIUIII-
KOM Tshkeso. Buktopust 3amonmyana. AibOepT THXO B3JOXHYIL.

— Ecnu Bbl HECYACTHBI... — MPOLIENTA] OH. — 3HAYUT, 3TO
MOs$I BUHA.

OH oTBepHyJIcA K OKHY. HECKOIBKO CEKyH/] CMOTpEN Ha OCEH-
HUM Cajl. A IOTOM CHOBA 3arOBOPUJIL.

— Brl BCE e mia MeHs 0COOEHHBIN YEJIOBEK.

OH noBepHYJICS K HEMl.

— Ecim Bam korpa-HUOY» TOHAJOOUTCS] TIOMOIIIb... BBl MO-
kKeTe 0OpaTUTHCS KO MHE.

BukTOpHsi MeJIEHHO MOIHSIA TOJIOBY.

E€ pazym Bc€ em€ 61 mosioH BoripocoB. Ho cepaiie... moye-
MY-TO CTajio criokorHee. OHa BAPYI MOYYBCTBOBAJIA CTPAHHYIO
YBEPEHHOCTb. CIIOBHO TEIUIO, KOTOPOE KUJIO B €€ CEPALIE C POK-
JIEHU 1, OTKJIMKAJIOCh Ha ero npucyTcTBre. CJI0BHO PAAOM C 3TUM
YeJIOBEKOM OHA MOIJIa CHOBAa 0OPeCTH paBHOBECHE.

— ...

Oma yxe cooupainach OTBeTUTh. HO B TOT MOMEHT JIBEpb pe3-



KO pacnaxHyJach.
bes cryka.
BukTopust o6epHyach.
B nBepHoM npoéme crosit Anekcanp. OH TOJIBKO UTO Bep-
HYJICS B 3AMOK.

I'naBa 18

AJnekcanip BOIIEN B KOMHATY TaK ke, KaK BXOJAWJI BCerga —
OBICTPO, YBEPEHHO, CIIOBHO BCSKOE IMPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT HETO
JOJKHO OBLIO HEMEJIJIEHHO YCTYITUTh JOPOTY.

JlBeppb 3a ero CnMHOM MeJIEHHO 3aKpbuiack. Ha MrHoBeHue B
TOCTMHOW BOLIAPWJIACh TUIIIKMHA. Ero B3risig CKOMb3HYJ MO KOM-
Hare.

CHavasia — 10 1MBaHy.

[To crony.

[To kamuny.

W Tonbko Ha 400 CeKyHIBI 3aepxaics Ha Bukropuu.

IT10 ObLT KOPOTKHA, IIOYTH HEOPEkKHBIN B3MIAA. BynTo oH oT-
METWJI €€ MPUCYTCTBUE JIUILIb 110 IpuBbIuKe. Ho moutu cpasy ero
BHUMaHMe MEPEKII0UUIIOCh Ha APYroro 4eaoBeKa.

Ha myxuuHy B Gesiom.

AbOepT yxe MogHSIICA co cBoero Mecta. OH CIIOKOWHO BbI-
NPSMUWICA U CJIETKA IMOKJIOHUIICS.

— Pan no3HakoMuThCs ¢ BAMU, MUJIOPA.

Ero ronoc ObuT MATKHAM, HO YBEPEHHBIM.



— 51 — Aum0eprt, kpell Xpama ABpeJHH.

Anekcanp nonorién omke. Ero maru rmo nosy 3ByJaiiy riny-
x0. OH He nokyoHwics. He orBeTwn Ha npuBercTBUe. Jluiib
OCTaHOBUWJICS BO3JIE KPEc/a U CeJl B HErO C MPUBBIYHOM HEIPU-
HYXJIEHHON XOIOTHOCTbIO. ONepeBIIUCh JIOKTEM Ha MOIJIOKOT-
HUK, OH CJIETKa CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY HaOOK. Ero B3risi cTan BHUMa-
TEJIbHBIM.

— MHe coo0muny, 4To Teds mpuciiaia Hacjae Has PUHIIEC-
ca.

OH roBOpUJI CIIOKOMHO, HO B TOJIOCE YyBCTBOBAJIACh TOHKAs
HOTa MOJO3PEHMUSI.

— Jlns gero?

AnbOepT ynbIOHYIICS.

He Bobi3bIBarone.

He cmymienno.

[TpocTo CroKOMHO.

— KponnpuHiiecca 6ecrokoniack o 310poBbe Jieau BukTo-
pyH.

OH crierka noBepHyJ rojioBy.

— [loatomy nonpocuiia MeHs1 IOCETUTh 3AMOK.

Ha mraoBenue B KOMHATre IOBUCIIA TUIIMHA. Ba3rign AJiek-
CaH/Ipa MEAJIEHHO MEPEMECTHIICS.

OH nocmoTpest Ha Buktopuio.

OHna cuena HEMHOTO B CTOPOHE.

E€ pyku nexanu Ha KOJIEHSIX.

Ho B3msq Obl1 HanpaBjieH Ky/a-ToO B/ajb, CIOBHO OHA BCE



elll€ HaXOOMJIACh MBICJISIMU JAJIEKO OT 3TOW KOMHATHL. E€ muiio
ObLIO CMIOKOMHBIM. ByATO C/IOBa BOKPYT HE€ HE MMENH K Hell OT-
HOILIEHUsl. AJIEKCaHIp HECKOJIBKO CeKyHJ cMoTpen Ha He€. [lo-
TOM CHOBA NIEPEBEIN B3IJISI/L HA CBSAIICHHUKA.

— W... — npopomxkun AnpOepT, — eclid Bbl MTO3BOJIUTE, S
XOTeJ1 Obl OCBATUTD 3AMOK.

Ero ronoc ocraBajics Takum xe msarkum. Ho ciosa npo3By-
YaJiu CEPbE3HO.

B koMHate cHOBa CTAJIO THXO.

AJlekcaHap He cpa3y OTBETHIL

OH npogosmkan cMoTpeTh Ha Buktopuio. E€ HemoaBH:XHOCTD
NOYeMy-TO pa3ipaxana ero OoJbliie, YeM eciv Obl OHA 3aroBO-
puia.

OH OTKpBLT pOT.

— Bynpre 106phI.

OTBeT npo3Byyas HEOKUIAHHO JIETKO.

Jaxe CIIUIIKOM JIETKO.

BukTopus cpa3zy mocMorpesia Ha Hero.

3710 OBUIO MOYTH HEMPOU3BOJIBHO.

WX B3M151/1b1 BCTPETUIIHCH.

Ha cexynny.

Ho B e€ ma3ax He ObUIO MPUBBIYHON TPEBOTH.

He 6b110 pobocTH.

Hu naxe nomneITKA YTO-TO NPOYMTATh B €I0 JIULIE.

OHa npocTo nocmorpena.

W Tak ke CIIOKOMHO OTBeJIa B3IJIS.



CJIOBHO 3TOT MOMEHT HUYETO I HEE HE 3HAYMJI. 3aTEM OHA
MOBEPHYJIaCh K AbOepTy.

— 41 mokaxy BaM KOMHary, I7le Bbl CMOXETE OCTAaHOBUTHCS
TI0CJIE YKUHA.

E€ ronoc ObuT TUXMIM, HO POBHBIM. AJILOEPT MSTKO YJIBIOHYII-
cA.

— buaropapio Bac.

Bukropus nocmotpena Ha Hero. M e€ ryObl efBa 3aMeTHO
IIPUTIO/IHSUTUCh.

It0 OblTa 04YeHb crabast ynpioka. Ho oHa Obuta uckpenneit. 1
B 3TOT MOMEHT AJIEKCAaHAP MOYYBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHOE JIBUKEHUE
BHYTpU. Ero rmasa 4yts cy3umice. OH cMoTpen Ha HuX. Ha To,
KaK OHa Pa3roBapuBaeT CO CBAIIEHHUKOM.

Ha 10, KaK JIerko 3By4MT €€ roJoc.

Ha a1y enBa 3aMeTHYIO yJIBIOKY.

W Bapyr B €ro B3IVIAAE NOABUIIACH JIETKas APOXKb.

ek

[Mocne orbe3na AnbpOepra 3dMOK CHOBA MOTPY3WICS B TIPH-
BbIYHYIO TUIIMHY. Ho 111 Buktopuu uto-1o mamenunocb. Ona
cama He MOIJIa TOYHO OOBSICHUTD, YTO UMeHHO. MiHora eii ka3a-
JIOCh, YTO CJIOBA CBAILIEHHUKA BCE EILE 3ByYaT IIe-TO BHYTPHY HEE
— THUXO, KaK JaJEKoe 3x0. W kaxapli pa3, Korua OHa BCIIOMU-
HaJla UX, €€ cepale HEHaI0JII0 YCIIOKauBajIOoCh... 4 3aTEM CHOBA
HIOTPYKaJIOCh B IPEXKHIOI TAKECTD.

B s1OT nIEHb OHa cuzena 3a MMCHbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM Yy OKHA.
Ilepen Heym nexan pacKpeIThIM ANMK. B €€ nanoHn Haxogwics



HEeOOJTBITION KYJIOH.

[MonBecka ¢ BHITpaBUPOBAHHBIM OEJIBIM KaMHEM MSITKO Tiepe-
JMBajiach Ha cBeTy. KaMeHb ObLI MPO3pauHbIM, U BHYTPH HETO
CJIOBHO JIpokaJsia cjiadast UCKpa CcBeTa.

Dto ObUT Togapok AnbOepta. OH 1aj1 ero ei nepe1 OThe3I0M.

«BHyTpH 3aKJTI09€Ha YacTh MOEM CHJIbI,»— CKa3aJl OH TOrja
msrko. «Ecim Bam OyzieT TSKeNo, OH MOMOXKET YCIIOKOMTh Cepil-
1e.»

Bukropus nonro cMoTrpesia Ha KaMeHb.

OHa OCTOPOKHO MTPOBEJIa MAIBIEM IO €r0 XOJIOJHOM MOBEPX-
HoctH. Eii kazanock, 4To Terio, KOTOpoe OHa MOYyBCTBOBAIA TO-
I7a, KOrja uX pyKy COMPUKOCHYJIUCH, BCE eIlE )KUBET B 9TOM Ma-
JICHbKOM TpeiMeTe. Ho BMecTe ¢ 9TUM OIyIeHreM ITPUXo/Iria
u cTpaHHas rpyctb. OHa MeJJIeHHO 3aKpbuia JaoHb. U akkypart-
HO yOpasia KyJIoH 0OpaTHO B MK, C THXUM IIETYKOM 3a/IBH-
HyJIa ero. 3aTtem B3siJla CO CTOJIa KapMaHHbBIE Yachl.

Bamian ckonp3Hyn no crpenkam. E€ cepaue 4yTh ApOrHyJIo.
BuxkTopust 6bicTpo nomHsiack. OHa BBIIILIA U3 CHAJTBHU U TIPO-
1U1a 1o JUTMHHOMY Kopuaopy. E€ maru 6bumn Tuxumu. OHa ocTa-
HOBUJIACH Y TIEPWJT BEPXHETO 3Taka M MIOCMOTpesia BHU3.

Ha rnmaBHBIN X0

NwmenHo 3aech Asiekcanap BCeraa Mpoxoaul, KOrjaa MoKuaam
3aMOK.

Kax e neds.

Bukropus maBHO Bblyuriia ero pacnucanue. M mouyru Bcerga
MPUXOJIKJIA CI0Ia UMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT. OHa CTOs1/1a 3/1eCh MOJI-



ya. CKpbITas TeHbIO BepxXHEro staxa. Korga-to oHa meitanach
MIPOBOJAMTD €r0 KAaK IMOJIATAETCSI — CTOATh PSJIOM CO CIIyTaMu y
JBEPH, KJIAHAThCS, KeJlaTh YIa4HOTO JTHS.

Ho 3710 3aKk0HYMIIOCH OBICTPO.

Eil cnuimkoM XOporo 3amOMHMIICS TOT XOJIOAHBIM B3TJISIL.
CnoBHO e€ mprcyTCcTBHE ObLIO 1151 Hero HenpusTHeIM. C TeX mop
OHa OOJIbIIIe HE CITyCKalach BHU3.

Ternepp el ObIJIO JOCTATOYHO MPOCTO YBUJIETH €r0.

Xotsg Obl HA MTHOBEHHE.

Nzpaneka.

OHa TUXO BBIIOXHYJIA.

«51 uonotka...»

Bukropus onycruna B3rsan. Ona 3Hana. Konen ux oTHoue-
HUI ke TaBHO ObLT nipenperieH. Korma-To eii ka3anock, 4to ec-
JIv OHa Oy/IeT TepreMBOIL... €ClI OyJeT CTapaThCsl... eClv He Oy-
JIeT kanoBaThesl... OHU CMOTYT IPOKUTh BMECTE J0JTUE TOIb.

Ona naxe mpITanach yOeauTh ero.

Ho Tenepe...

Omna yxe noHnMaJa.

D70 OBIJIO OECITOJNIE3HO.

«51 mo6mo ero...»

Dta MBIC/Ib TIPUIILIA TUXO W OOJIE3HEHHO.

«Ho s 3Ha10, YTO HUKOTAA HE 3aBJIAJICI0 €r0 CEPALIEM.»

OHa gaBHO TIpUHSLIA 3TO.

N BcE xe...

OHa He MOIJIa 3aCTaBUTh CeOsl OTKA3aThCs JaXe OT TAKOH Me-



soun. OT BO3MOXKHOCTH YBUJIETh €r0 X0Ts1 Obl m3naseka. [1yctb
Jla’ke OH HUKOTJ/Ia He y3HaeT 00 ITOM.

— Ox, Bama Csetiocts!

Bukrtopus B3aporsyia.

Ona obepHynach.

[Mo xopunopy crientHo nuia Busben. B pykax y He€ Obita cTorn-
Ka [UCEM.

— Ilpocrute, 4TO Hamyrajaa Bac, — cKa3ajla OHa, HEMHOI'O
3arnbixaBluch. — [punuia noyra.

OHa npoTsiHyJIa OHO U3 MHCEM.

— Iucemo ot mapkuza Cant Kiap.

Pyka Buktopun Ha MrHoBeHue 3amepiia. OHa mocMoTpesa Ha
KOHBEPT.

Toncras Gymara.

[levars cembu Cant Kinap.

Ona Mosua B3s1J1a IUChMO.

— buaropapro.

E€ rosnoc ObLT THXHM.

BukTopus BepHysiachk B cnasibHI0. OHa 3akpbuia 1sepsb. [lono-
nuia kK crony. M cena. IluceMo nexano nepen Heil. Ho oHa He
BCKpbLIa ero. Jlaxxe He MPUKOCHYJIACh K HOXKY 1151 tuceM. [ToTo-
MY UTO el ¥ Tak OBUIO U3BECTHO ero coyiepkanve. MapKu3 mucat
en peryisipHo. M kaxplid pa3 — OIHO U TO k€. OHa MeIJIeHHO
OIyCTHJIA B3MJISA[L.

«Thl MOMKHA ynepkaTh BeJMKoro reprora. Crenaii Bc€, 4ToObl
COXpaHUTh ITOT Opak. Poau pedenka. TombKO Tak Thl 3aKPETHUIIb



CBOE MOJIOKEHUE.»

CnoBa Oyaro camu BCIUTbIBaIM B e€ royoBe. OHa He unTasia
nucbMo. Ho Bcé paBHO cipliaiia ero. BUKToprs TMXO Ipoiiern-
TaJa:

— ...Yto xe MHe nenathb?

Ona 3akpsuia 171a3a.

W1 ob6xBatuiia rosoBy pykamu. E€ nmasiblibl ObUTA XOJIOAHBIMU
Y XYJIBIMU.

Mpeicii niytanuch. CIIOBHO KTO-TO pa3pbiBajl €€ W3HYTPH.
AJiekcanp SICHO ckasal eil. Emy He HyxkHO e€ cepaue. OH HU-
KOIJa He XOTeN BUJETh €€ cBoeH xeHou. OH Tymail O pa3Boje.
OH NOCTOSIHHO OTTaJIKUBAJ €€.

Ho eé orelr...

OH TpeboBaj COBEPIIEHHO IPYyroro.

«Tol momkHa yaepxars ero. Jlaxe eciv NpuaeTcs 3aCTaBUTh.
3aBenu peOEHKa.

3akpenu Opak.»

BukTopus kpenko 3akycuia ryOy. E€ rmieun crierka 3agpoxa-
. OHa MeJJIEHHO OITyCTHJIA roJIoBY. Eil Ka3aiock, 4To €€ MbIC-
JIM cervac pacKoJoTCs Ha yacTu. bynro e€ pa3pbiBaiu ABe Mpo-
TUBOIOJIOKHbIE CHIIBL.

keksk

B koH1le KOHIIOB BUKTOpHS Tak M He OTBETMJIA Ha MHCHMO
mapku3a. Kak u Ha Bce octayipHble. CHauania oHa OTKJIaAbIBaIa
ux Ha notoM. [ToToM — mpocTo nepecrana OTKpbIBATh.

Kaxnoe yrpo BuBbeH IprHOCHIIA HOBYIO CTOIIKY ITMCEM, aK-



KypaTHO MEPEBSI3aHHYIO JIEHTOM, M KJlajla X Ha Kpail MMChbMEH-
HOTO cTojia. Bukropus nmine KOpoTko KuBana. M genana Bun,
4yTO UX He cyiecTByeT. Co BpeMeHeM KOHBEPThl HaYaJld HaKarl-
muBarbesa. OHM Jiekayid B yIJIy CTOJA, CJIOBHO HEMOM YIPEK —
OeJble, akKypaTHble, ¢ evatbio cembu Cant Kiap. Mnorna Buk-
TOpMS CJTy4arlHO 3aJepKuBajla Ha HUX B3MJIS, HO TYT K€ OTBO-
pauvBasiack. Eci OHa HE OTBETUT, OTEl] paHO WJIM MO3/IHO MpU-
efier.

Ona 3Hasa 310. M 3Hanma, Kakum OyIeT ero rHeB.

Ho cenyac...

ceifyac OHa TMPOCTO HE MOIJIA 3aCTaBUTh ceOsl CHOBA YMTATh
€ro XOJIOJHbIE HACTABJICHUS.

Ona ycraina.

[Mostomy BukTtopus crapanack He gymars. OHa Opaja KHATY,
caauiach y OKHA M 3acTaBiisiia ceOs1 UMTaTh CTPAHUILY 3a CTpa-
Huie. MHoraa noBuiia cedst Ha TOM, 4TO NIePeYrTHIBAET OJIMH U
TOT ke ab3all yXe B TpeTuil pa3, He MOHMMas HU cjoBa. Torma
OHA MEJIJICHHO MOJHUMaJIa TOJIOBY.

Cmorpena B 0kHO. OceHb No4TH 3aKOHYMIIACh. Caibl BOKPYT
3aMKa yxe orycrenu. JIMcTbs Ha iepeBbsaX MOONEKIN U OnajH,
OCTaBMB BETBU TOHKKMMHU U TOJIbIMU. BeTep nHorna noqHuman ux
C IOPOKEK U THAJI O IBOPY CYXMMHU IIIOPOXAMH.

He6o craso omeqHbim.

XO0JIOIHBIM.

Nuorpa Buktopun Ka3ajiock, 4TO BpEMS B 3TOM 3AMKE TOXKE
MOCTENEHHO YBSAAET, KaK 3TOT caf. [{HM mpoXOoauiav OouH 3a



apyrum. Y oHa BC€ elié He 3Hauia, Korja e€ MonpocsT YUTH.

AJiekcanap HU4ero He ropopuil. OH NpOCTO MPOJOIKAI KUTh
CBOEHN OOBIYHOM JKM3HBI0O — 3aHATOM, XOJIOQHOM, IMOJIHON IE.
Ero noutu HeBo3MOKHO ObLIO yBUAETh. MHOTAa BUkTOpHS NUIIb
CJIbIIAJIA, KaK MO3HO HOYbIO XJIOMAET BXOAHAS IBEPb.

N Bce.

[TosTomMy OHa permiia XOTsi Obl HEMHOTO YCHOKOUThCS. Ecun
€€ BpeMs B 3TOM 34MKEe OTPAHUYEHO...

OHa MPOBEJIET Er0 TUXO.

Be3 60pbObI.

be3 cnés.

B TOT iIeHb OBUIO OKOJIO MOJTYJHS.

BukTOpHs BbllLIa TPOTYJIATHCA MO TEPPUTOPUM 3aMKa. XO-
JIOAHBIM BO3/IyX CJIETKA IIUIIAJ IIEKHU, HO €M 3TO J1a’Ke HPaBUJIOCh
— OH MOMOTaJl OYUCTUTH MbICJIM. OHA OCTAaHOBUJIACH HA JIOPOXK-
Ke Y NofiHsIIa r1a3a K HeOy. CnaOblil COMHEUHBI CBET MPOOUBa-
cs1 CKBO3b 00Oaka. B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3fasicsi [pOMKHUI Tojioc.

— Mu1 gosmkssl yutn npsamo cerdac! [Toroponmcs !

Bukropust o6epHysnack. Bosne kontomHu crosin [laBen. On
pasroBapuBaj CO CIIyrOH, Jiepka B pPyKax KakouW-TO KOHBEPT.
BukTopust He 3a1yMbIBasich TIOJOILIA OJIMKE.

— Yro npoucxoaur?

[aBes cpa3y 3ameTnsI €€ M OCHEIIHO CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY.

— O, Benukas repuoruss.

OH BBIIISAAECT HEMHOTO PACTEPSIHHBIM.

— 4 nonyuwit nuceMo, anpecoBannoe Ero BeicouecTBy Benu-



KoMy repuory. OHO KaXeTcsi CPOUYHbIM.

OH nogHsu1 koHBEpT. U B 3TOT MOMEHT 1a3a BukTopuu pac-
mmpwinck. Ha nedatu Owut 3HakoMbiil rep0. ['epod cembu CaHT
Kmap. Cepatie HENpUATHO CKaJIOCh.

— Thl ciyyaiiHO He 3Haelllb, YTO 3TO Takoe?

[aBes1 mokayas roJIoBou.

— Her. Ho ciyra, KOTOpbIi MPUHEC MMCHMO, CKa3aJl, YTO OHO
CpOYHOE U A0JIKHO ObITh nepenaHo Ero BreicouecTBy HemeieH-
HO.

BukTopus nodyBcTBOBasa, Kak BHYTPH MEJIEHHO MOJHUMA-
ercs TpeBora. OHa oTBesa B3MIAA. MbICIM HaYaId MeTatbes. A
3aTeM OHa Pe3KO MPOTAHYJIA PYKY.

— 4 otnam 310 emy.

IlaBes1 ynMBIEHHO MOPTHYIL.

— Bul xoTHTE NIepenaTh MUCbMO JIMYHO?

OH konedancs. Ho 3aTeM BcE€ ke MpOTsHYJT el KOHBEPT.

— Torna npory Bac.

UYepes HECKOIBKO MUHYT K BOPOTaM Nojaiy Kapery. Bukro-
pusi yxxe Obula B BEpXHeW ofiexk[ie, MOITOMY He CTajla BO3Bpa-
marecs B 3aMOoK. OHa cpa3dy nogHsaack BHyTpsb. [laBesn nokJo-
HUJICA.

— CyacTMBOro IyTH, Ballla CBETIOCTb.

Konéca 3ackpunenn.

Kapera TpoHysach.

Bukropus cupena y okHa M Kpemko Cxkumaiaa nucbMmo. Eé
B3I ObUT TpeBOKHBIM. OHA He Moria yCroKouThesi. OHa He



oTBevasa Ha nucbMa otua. M teneps oH Hanmcan AJIeKCaHIpy.

Yro oH MOr HanmcaTs?

E€ pyku HeBonbHO cuenwinch. OHa HE 3HaJA MOYEMY... HO
B I'PyIM pociio TsxkeENoe npeguayscreue. OHa He J0BEpsa OTLL.
BuKTOpHS CAMILIKOM XOPOIIO MOMHMJIA TOT JIEHb, KOIJa OH Jail
ey To jekapcTBo. Torga ona nosepwia. M uyTh He paspymmia
BCE OKOHYATEIBbHO. YTO €C/IM OH NOIBITAeTCA CAEATh YTO-TO I0-
no6Hoe cHoBa? YUTo eciu OH MOIBITAeTCS] BTSHYTh B 9TO AJleK-
cangpa’? MbICM CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE TPEBOXKHEE. BUKTOpU S 3aKpbI-
J1a masa. Ei ka3aymoce, 4To ecy OHa ITPOCTO MOTOBOPHUT € AJIEK-
CaHJIPOM...

BCE craHeT sicHee. OHa He xoTeja OoJibllle HeAOpa3yMeHUil
MEXAY HUMHU.

Kapera pe3ko oCcTaHOBUIIACK.

— Bara cBeT10CTb, MBI IPUOBLIH.

Bukropus B3apornyina. OHa Jake He 3aMeTHIIa, Kak Ipoluia
nopora. [Iepb kapetsl oTKkpbuid. OHa Beiuia. [lepen Heil BO3-
BBIIIIAJICS OONTBINION OCOOHSIK.

Crporuii, KaMEeHHBIM, OKPYXEHHBIA BBICOKUMU BOPOTAMH.
Bukropusa meuieHHo ornszaena ero. CeronHs oHa BIIEpBbIE y3Ha-
JIa, 4To y AJIeKcaHpa ecTb OT/e/bHas pe3uieHus. OHa He 3Ha-
Jia, IOYEMY OH JIEpkKaJl €€ B TalHe.

Ho ceituac 1o He umero 3HayeHus1. Eil Hy:KHO ObUIO OroBO-
putb ¢ HUM. OHa nozonuia K Boporam. M B 3TOT MOMEHT CTOJIK-
HYJIACh C KEM-TO, KTO BBIXOJMJI U3 OCOOHSIKA.

— Ax! Ou, mpocrure...



Bukrtopus nogHsiia roiosy.

N 3amepia.

[lepen Hen crosina skeHIMHA. [JJIMHHBIE phIKUE BOJOCHI MST-
KO CHaJaId Ha IUIeYU. DJIETAaHTHOE IUIaThe, YBEPEHHAs] OCAaHKa,
CMOKOWHAs yiabiOKka. Buktopust cpasy y3Hana eg.

Hana.

Houb repuora ITpaiica.

Onu BcTpeyastuch Ha 6aHkere B uecth OcHoBaHusl. Toraa oHu
OOMEHSUTUCH JIUIIh KOPOTKUM MTPUBETCTBUEM.

— A, Benukas repuoruss?

JlaHa yaquBIEHHO MPUIIOAHSLIa OPOBH.

Bukropus e otBetuiia. OHa JIMIb CMOTpea Ha He€. A 3aTteM
e€ B3JISI]T MEJVIEHHO MEPEMECTHUIICS Ha OCOOHSIK.

«Ilouemy... negu I1paiic BEIXOOUT OTCIOAA?»

N3 vactHOM pe3uneHmu Asekcanapa?

Korna cama Buktopus y3Hasa o €€ CylecCTBOBAHUU TOJIBKO
cerofiHsi. MbIicii HAa MTHOBEHUE OCTAaHOBUJIUCD.

— XM... BaIlla MAJIOCTb.

Jlana MATKO yJIbIOHYIACh.

— Jlymaio, Bam cerdyac HE CTOUT BXOJUTb.

OnHa Me[JIeHHO IarHyjia Ha3aj U ONEpiach CIMHOM O BOPO-
Ta. Tem campIM nepekpoiBas poxod. Bukropusa nocMorpena Ha
HEE.

— ...Yro THI MMeeLIb B BUAY?

E€ ronoc mpo3Byyain kécrue, yeMm oHa oxkujana. Jlana BHUMa-
TeJbHO HaOmonasia 3a e€ oM. B e€ B3rsige MelbKHYIIO YTOo-



TO... JIOOOIBITHOE.

— Ha 6ankere B yecth OCHOBaHUS I CIyYallHO YCITBIINIANA
pasroBop mMexay Bamu 1 Ero BeicouecTBoMm.

Cepaue Buktopun 6onesHeHHo poruyno. OHa BCIOMHMIIA
TOT [I€Hb.

CrnoBa Anekcangpa.

O pazBore.

JlaHa npoaoKuIa, IOYTH BECEIIO:

— Kaxercs, Ero BeicouecTBo gymMaer o pa3Bofe ¢ BAMH.

Ee rnmaza cierka cy3uiuce.

— begusra.

Ona roBopuiia 3T0 TaK, OyATO NEUCTBUTEILHO COUYBCTBYET.
Ho B e€ rosnoce 0OblIa €1Ba 3aMeTHAs HACMEIIIKA.

BukTopus momyana. JlaHa HakJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY.

— Tlouemy Obl BaM He HAWTU KOTO-HUOY/Ib, KTO CMOXKET yTe-
IIUTh Ballle OJUHOYECTBO?

Ona ynbIOHY1aCh.

— Toce pa3Boma Bam BCE paBHO MPHUIETCS UCKATh ceOe HO-
BOE OOIIECTBO.

CnoBa npo3Byvanu Msarko. Ho ux cMmeicia ObLT SIZIOBUTBIM.
BukTtopus Bc€ nousina.

Cpaszy.

OHa Me/JIEHHO NMOCMOTpeia Ha BOpOTa.

Ha nom 3a HuMu. MbICiu 3aKpyKUITUCh.

Ciyxu.

IIeénor npuaBOPHBIX.



Hamékwu.

OmHa Bcerga crapanace He ciaymarb ux. Ho ceyac oHu Bapyr
BCIUTBLIIU B TOJIOBE.

«A d4ro, ecru... Y AnekcaHjapa AeUCTBUTENLHO €CTh JApyras
JKeHInurHa 7»

Ee rmaza npornyimu.

Omna xoTena BOUTH.

Xortena CpocuTh ero.

Ho Bapyr ucnyranace.

[TotoMy 4YTO CIAMIIIKOM XOpOIIO 3HAJA, KaKuM OyleT ero
B3I/,

XO0JIOIHBIM.

OTCTpaHEHHBIM.

U cnoga...

Emeé oonee xonomHeble.

N torpa Bukropus Bapyr noHsia ogHy Beiib. Eciu oH nof-
TBEPIUT ITO...

el CTaHeT MO-HACTOSIIIEMY OOJIBHO.

I'masa 19

[eprior [paiic mprOBLT B YaCTHBIN OCOOHSIK AJIeKCaHpa Mpu-
MEPHO 3a 4ac A0 TOro, Kak TyJa Mnoabexaia Kapera Bukropuu.
OceHHmi1 BETep MENJIEHHO TYJsl 10 mmpokomy asopy. Ciry-
I OTKPBUIM BOPOTA, U KapeTa repLora HeTOpOILUIMBO BbeXaa
BHYTpb. Korma AuiekcaHap BbIIIEJT BCTPETUTb T'OCTEU, OH YyXke



3HaJ1, KTO Iprexai. Ho korga u3 KkapeTsl BBIILIH JBOE, €0 OpOBH
€/1Ba 3aMETHO JPOTHY/IX. PAIOM ¢ repriorom crosija ero 104b.

JHana.

E€ pbIKkMe BOJIOCH MATKO MEPEIMBAIUCH HA XOJIOMHOM OCEH-
HeM costHIle. OHa BhIIvIsi/ie1a Oe3ypevyHO — JIEraHTHOE I1AThe,
TErKasi yapIOKa, CIOKOMHAST YBEPEHHOCTh B KKIOM JBHKECHHU.
AJeKcaHap CMOTpEJT Ha HEE HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I. 3aTeM MPOU3HEC
XOJIOAHO:

— 1 He okwuIa, YTO BBl IPUBE3ETE C COOOM JI0Ub.

Ero rosnoc 3By4an 6eccrpactHo. Ho B r71a3ax MenbKHYJO pas-
npaxenue. I'epuor [Ipaiic mpocuit 0 JIMYHOM BCTpeue ene Mmoce
npaszgHuka OcHoBanus crpadbl. OH HacTauBajl Ha Pa3roBOpe, U
IIOCKOJIBKY CaM BBIPA3WJI XKeJIaHue Ipuexars B Benukoe repror-
CTBO, y AJleKcaHapa He ObUIO BECKOH MPUIMHBI OTKa3biBaTh. HO
OH COBEPIIEHHO HE OXWJajl YBUAETh psAaoM ¢ HuM [lany. Ila-
Ha cJIerka HakJIoHWIa rosoBy. Ha e€ rybax mosiBuiach msrkas
yJIBIOKA.

— 4 mpuexana, 4yToOBI €IIE pa3 YBUIACTH Ballle BHICOYECTBO.
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