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Taucusa JIurBuHoBa
Tpuanep UWIEHTUPUKATOP
C IepPeBOAOM HA AHTJIUHUCKHUN

I'1aBa

1

The room smelled of ozone and fear.

B KoMHaTe naxJio 030HOM U CTPaXOM.

Sergei Gordeyev sat on an iron chair without a back.

Cepreii ['opaees cuziesn Ha keJe3HOM CTysie 0e3 CIIMHKU.

The handcuffs dug into his wrists.

HapyuHuku BIuIvch B 3amsCThsl.

Opposite — a table, on the table — a laptop.

HarporuB — cto011, Ha cTONIE — HOYTOYK.

On the screen a green icon blinked: "Identification complete".
Ha skpane murar 3enenblii 3Ha4OK: «VaeHTr(uKaIms 3aBepiieHas.

The room smelled of ozone and fear. Sergei Gordeyev sat on an iron chair without a
back. The handcuffs dug into his wrists. Opposite — a table, on the table — a laptop. On the
screen a green icon blinked: ''Identification complete''.

— Sergei Gordeyev, born 1987 — read the robot-secretary in the voice of a weather announcer.

— Cepreii ['opnees, 1987 roga poxieHusi, — MpoOYUTa POOOT-CEKpeTapb roJ0OCOM AUKTOpa
TIOTO/IBI.

— Your threat rating: RED.

— Bam peiitunr yrposs: KPACHBII.

Probability of committing a serious crime: 99.94%.

BeposaTHOCTb coBeplIeHus TAKKOro npectyruieHus: 99.94%.

Decision: immediate isolation.

Perienuve: HemesieHHast U30MALMS.

— I haven't done anything! — shouted Sergei.

— 41 He caenan Huuero! — 3akpuyan Cepreu.

— Sergei Gordeyev, born 1987 — read the robot-secretary in the voice of a weather
announcer. — Your threat rating: RED. Probability of committing a serious crime: 99.94%.
Decision: immediate isolation. — I haven't done anything! — shouted Sergei.

He jerked.

OH nepHysics.

The chair scraped against the concrete floor.

Cryn 3ackpe:xerall 1o OETOHHOMY I10JTy.

— You have the right to remain silent — continued the voice.

— BbI nMeeTe paBo COXPaHATh MOTYAHUE, — MPOAOJIKIII TOJIOC.
— The system does not make mistakes.

— Cucrema He coBepIaeT OIIMOOK.
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Sergei looked at his hands.
Cepreii cMOTpeJ1 Ha CBOU PYKH.
His hands trembled.

Pyku npoxanm.

He jerked. The chair scraped against the concrete floor. — You have the right to remain
silent — continued the voice. — The system does not make mistakes. Sergei looked at his
hands. His hands trembled.

He remembered how a year ago he installed the "Identifier" app on his phone —
for a discount at the supermarket.

OH BCIIOMHIJT, KaK TOf1 Ha3a]| yCTaHOBWJI npuiiokenue «Maentudukarop» Ha TenepoH —
paay CKUIKU B CyliepMapKeTe.

He remembered how he signed the user agreement without reading it.

BcromHuwm, Kak moAnmcan nojib30BaTesbcKoe CorialieHne, He YnuTasl.

He remembered how he laughed at the paranoids who refused the bracelets.
Bcromuw, Kak cMesicst Hafl TapaHOMKaMHU, KOTOPbIE OTKa3bIBAJIMCh OT OpaciieToB.
— Please — he whispered.

— [Noxanyiicra, — mporienTasn oH.

— I have children.

— V MeHsd peru.

He remembered how a year ago he installed the ''Identifier'' app on his phone — for
a discount at the supermarket. He remembered how he signed the user agreement without
reading it. He remembered how he laughed at the paranoids who refused the bracelets. —
Please — he whispered. — I have children.

The door opened.

JIBEpb OTKpBLIACK.

Two entered in gray uniforms.
Bomwu 1Boe B cepoit hopme.
Without faces.

bes nuw.

Without names.

bes nmen.

Only numbers on their collars.
TosbpKO HOMEpa Ha BOPOTHHUKAX.

The door opened. Two entered in gray uniforms. Without faces. Without names. Only
numbers on their collars.

They lifted Sergei.

Onu nogusinu Cepres.

He did not resist — he didn't know how.
OH He CONPOTUBIISIICS — He YMell.

He was an accountant.

OH ObLT OyXTaJITEPOM.

He loved baking bread on weekends.
JIroOu rmevb XJ1e0 Mo BHIXOIHBIM.
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Every Friday he bought his daughter ice cream with strawberry syrup.
Kaxayio maTHUIy MOKyma 04epyd MOPOKEHOE ¢ KIYOHUYHBIM CHPOTIOM.

They lifted Sergei. He did not resist — he didn't know how. He was an accountant.
He loved baking bread on weekends. Every Friday he bought his daughter ice cream with
strawberry syrup.

— Can I at least call my wife? — asked he already in the corridor.

— MoXHO XOTsI ObI TO3BOHUTH KeHe? — CIPOCUIT OH ykKe B KOPHUJIOpE.
No one answered him.

EMy HUKTO HE oTBETHIL.

The door of the isolation cell closed with a soft, almost polite click.
JIBepb U30JIITOpa 3aKPhUIACh C TUXUM, TIOUTH BEKJIUBBIM ITIETTYKOM.
There were 11,402 people like Sergei that month.

Takux, kak Cepreii, B ToT Mecsi Obuto 11 402 yenoBeka.

The system considered them criminals.

Cucrema cunTasia MX MPECTyIMHUKAMHU.

— Can I at least call my wife? — asked he already in the corridor. No one answered him.
The door of the isolation cell closed with a soft, almost polite click. There were 11,402 people
like Sergei that month. The system considered them criminals.

They did not commit a single crime.

Onu He COBCPpHINJIM HA OOJHOT'O MPECTYIVICHUS.
No one asked questions.

HukTo He 3aman Bonpocos.

Except one woman.

Kpome onHoI1 kKeHIMHBI.

They did not commit a single crime. No one asked questions. Except one woman.
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I'1aBa

2

Wednesday, 7:12 AM.

Cpena, 7:12 ytpa.

Vera Sokolova woke up three minutes before the alarm.

Bepa CoxkonoBa npocHyJach 3a TP MUHYTHI 10 OyIWJIbHUKA.

It was an old habit — to outsmart the mechanism she herself had created.
D10 ObUIA CTapasi MPUBBIYKA — TIEPEXUTPUTh MEXaHU3M, KOTOPBIH CaM e co3aaa.
Vera did not like it when something decided for her.

Bepa He mo6uIa, KOrja 4ro-To pemiajio 3a Hee.

Even the alarm clock.

Haxe OyITuIbHUK.

Wednesday, 7:12 AM. Vera Sokolova woke up three minutes before the alarm. It was
an old habit — to outsmart the mechanism she herself had created. Vera did not like it when
something decided for her. Even the alarm clock.

She sat up in bed, stretched.

Ona cesla Ha KpoBaTH, MOTSAHYJIAC.

Through the blinds filtered the milky light of early November.

CKBO3b KaJTi031 MPOOMBAJICA MOJIOYHBIN CBET PAHHETO HOSIOPSI.

Somewhere behind the wall a neighbor was drilling — no, not drilling,

a drill was making noise, but Vera had already learned not to hear it.

I'ne-To 3a cTreHoM coces CBEpIIII — HET, He CBEpIIWJI, IlIyMelia Jpeib,

HO Bepa yxe Hayuniach He CJIbIILIATh.

On the nightstand the smart bracelet blinked.

Ha TymO0uke Muray; cMapt-opacier.

"Good morning, Vera. Your rating: GREEN (0.02%). Good night? 7h 12m — a good
indicator."

«Jlobpoe yTpo, Bepa. Bam peiitunr: 3EJIEHBIN (0,02%). Criokoiinoit Houn? 74 12M — X0po-
LIMMA TIOKA3aTelb.»

She sat up in bed, stretched. Through the blinds filtered the milky light of early
November. Somewhere behind the wall a neighbor was drilling — no, not drilling, a drill
was making noise, but Vera had already learned not to hear it. On the nightstand the smart
bracelet blinked. ''Good morning, Vera. Your rating: GREEN (0.02%). Good night? 7h 12m
— a good indicator."

She smirked.

Omna ycMexHyJ1achb.

Even the morning now began with the rating.

Jlaxxe yTpo Ternepb HAUMHAJIOCh C PEUTHUHTA.

Before, people wished each other good morning.

Panbl11e sroau xeaam Apyr Ipyry 1o0poro yrtpa.

Now they wished for a "green rating" — it was considered more sincere.
Tenepp xenam «3eIeHOro PeRTUHra» — TO CYUTATIOCH OoJIee UICKPEHHUM.
Vera pressed the bracelet, opening the full statistics.
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Bepa Haxana Ha Opacier, OTKpbIBast OJHYIO CTATUCTHUKY.

She smirked. Even the morning now began with the rating. Before, people wished each
other good morning. Now they wished for a ''green rating'' — it was considered more sincere.
Vera pressed the bracelet, opening the full statistics.

Physical activity: low (sedentary work)

dusnueckas akTHBHOCTh: HU3Kas (cuasdas padbora)

Psychological stability: normal

[Ncuxonornyeckasi CTabUIBHOCTB: B HOpME

Violations: 0

Hapymenus: 0

Social connections: 14 contacts in the last 7 days (within normal limits)
CoupanbHble cBsA3U: 14 KOHTAKTOB 3a MocjegHue 7 JHew (B mpenesiax HOpMbl)
Forecast: stably green

[TporHo3: cTabWIBHO 3eJICHBIN

Physical activity: low (sedentary work) Psychological stability: normal Violations: 0
Social connections: 14 contacts in the last 7 days (within normal limits) Forecast: stably green

Recommendation: walk more.

Pexomennanusi: OonblIiie ryssiTh.

— Thanks, mommy — muttered Vera and went to the bathroom.

— Crnacu6o, MamMouka, — OypkHyia Bepa u roruia B BaHHYIO.

The mirror showed her a thirty-two-year-old woman without makeup, with dark circles under
her eyes and a fatigue that even the bracelet could not hide.

3epKajio MoKa3aio e TPUAATHABYXJIETHIOW XEHIMHY 0e3 MaKuska, C TEMHBIMH Kpyramu
TOJ1 IVIa3aMU M YCTAJIOCTBIO, KOTOPYIO HE CKPBITh JJaske OpacieToM.

Vera washed her face, brushed her teeth, braided her hair.

Bepa ymbinach, mounctiiia 3yObl, 3aruienia Kocy.

Everything mechanically.

Bcé mexannyecku.

Recommendation: walk more. — Thanks, mommy — muttered Vera and went to the
bathroom. The mirror showed her a thirty-two-year-old woman without makeup, with dark
circles under her eyes and a fatigue that even the bracelet could not hide. Vera washed her
face, brushed her teeth, braided her hair. Everything mechanically.

Her thoughts were far away.

Mpicnu ObUTH J1aJTeKO.

"Today I need to send the report for the 'Astra’ project.

«CeroiHsl HY’)KHO OTIIPABUTh OTYET IO MPOEKTY ,,AcTpa‘.

Pick up the order from the marketplace. Buy buckwheat. Call mom."
3abparthb 3aka3 ¢ mapketmierica. Kynuts rpeuky. I[lo3BoHUTH Mame.»
Nothing unusual.

Hudero HeoOBIYHOTO.

The same Wednesday as all the previous ones.

Takas xe cpea, Kak U BCe MPEbIIyIIHe.
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Her thoughts were far away. '"Today I need to send the report for the 'Astra' project.

Pick up the order from the marketplace. Buy buckwheat. Call mom.' Nothing unusual. The
same Wednesday as all the previous ones.

The kitchen smelled of coffee and yesterday's soup.
Kyxns nmaxiia koe 1 BUYeparrHiuM CyToM.
Vera turned on the kettle (smart, connected to the "Identifier" — it automatically recorded her

drinking pattern and transmitted the data to the common network).

Bepa Brinounsia yaitHuK (yMHBIH, HOAKIIOYEHHBIN K «MeHTrdukaropy» — OH aBTOMaTuye-

CKM (PMKCHPOBAJI €€ PEKUM MUThS U NIepe/IaBall JaHHBIE B OOIILYIO CETh).

While the water was boiling, she opened the refrigerator.
INoka Bozia 3aKumania, OHa OTKPbLIa XOJIOAUIbHHUK.

Two eggs.

IBa sitma.

A half-empty jar of tomato paste.

IMonymycras 6aHKa TOMAaTHOM MACTHI.

The kitchen smelled of coffee and yesterday's soup. Vera turned on the kettle (smart,

connected to the ''Identifier'' — it automatically recorded her drinking pattern and
transmitted the data to the common network). While the water was boiling, she opened the
refrigerator. Two eggs. A half-empty jar of tomato paste.

HETA.

Moldy cheese.

[1necHeBenblii CHIP.

— One must live better — Vera said to the refrigerator.

— KuTtpb Hago nydie, — ckazana Bepa XomoquIbHUKY.

The refrigerator did not answer.

XOHOIII/UII)HI/IK HE OTBETUIJL.

It was not smart at all — Vera had deliberately bought the cheapest model without internet.
OH BooOI1Ie He ObLT yMHBIM — Bepa co3HaTeTbHO KyTiJIa camMylo JICIIEBYI0 MOJIeNb 0e3 MHTep-

An island of analog freedom in the midst of a digital hell.
OCTpOBOK aHAJIOrOBO¥ CBOOOMBI cpeu MU poBOro ana.

Moldy cheese. — One must live better — Vera said to the refrigerator. The refrigerator

did not answer. It was not smart at all — Vera had deliberately bought the cheapest model
without internet. An island of analog freedom in the midst of a digital hell.

KPUK.

For breakfast — fried eggs and black bread.

Ha 3aBTpak — AWYHMIIA ¥ YEPHBIH XJIe0.

Vera ate standing up, looking out the window.

Bepa ena cros, misias B OKHO.

In the yard a mother was walking her child.

Bo nBope mMath BHTyIMBasIa peOeHKA.

The child was in smart pants — they tracked every step, every fall, every cry.

PeGeHok ObLT B cMapT-IITAHAX — OHU OTCIICKUBATIM KaKIBIN ITIar, Kaxa0e MaJeHre, Kask bl

The system knew more about the child than his mother did.
Cucrema 3Hama 0 pebeHke OobIIe, YeM ero MaTb.

10



T. JlutBunoBa. «Tpwutep MIEHTUDPUKATOP ¢ nepeBogoM Ha aHTTTUACKHID»

For breakfast — fried eggs and black bread. Vera ate standing up, looking out the
window. In the yard a mother was walking her child. The child was in smart pants — they
tracked every step, every fall, every cry. The system knew more about the child than his mother
did.

"When I was little — thought Vera — parents just looked at me. That was enough."

«Korma s 6p11a MasieHbKOM, — TIotyMaia Bepa, — pomuTesu MpocTo cMOTpeSTu Ha MeHs. TOro
OBLIIO JIOCTATOYHO.»

She threw the leftover food into the trash can and looked at the clock. 7:58.

Omna BHIOpOCHJIa OCTATKH €/Ibl B BEIPO U TIOCMOTpeia Ha Jachl. 7:58.

Until the start of work — half an hour.

Jlo Havana paboThl — MoJTJaca.

There was no need to hurry.

Mo:xHO OBUIO HE TOPOTUTHCH.

She worked from home.

Omna paboraya u3 oMa.

'""When I was little — thought Vera — parents just looked at me. That was enough.'' She
threw the leftover food into the trash can and looked at the clock. 7:58. Until the start of work
— half an hour. There was no need to hurry. She worked from home.

At 8:30 Vera sat down at the computer.

B 8:30 Bepa cena 3a kommbioTep.

Two monitors.

IIBa MOHMTOpA.

A mechanical keyboard (Vera hated touchscreens — too many mistakes).
Mexannueckasi kiaBuatrypa (Bepa HeHaBUIena CEHCOPHBIE — CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO OIITHOOK).
A glass of water.

CrakaH BOJIBI.

A notebook and pen — for notes that should not go into the cloud.

BIOKHOT ¥ pyuka — i 3aMETOK, KOTOpbIe He I0JKHBI TIOMaaaTh B 00JIAKO.

At 8:30 Vera sat down at the computer. Two monitors. A mechanical keyboard (Vera
hated touchscreens — too many mistakes). A glass of water. A notebook and pen — for notes
that should not go into the cloud.

On the first monitor — a freelancer's desktop: email, messenger, task queue.

Ha nepBom MoHHMTOpe — padounii cTon ppuitaHcepa: mouTa, MeCCeHKep, ouepe/ib 3a1ay.
On the second — the personal profile in the "Identifier".

Ha Bropom — nmunblii npopuiis B «Maentudgukaropes.

Vera held her gaze on the profile longer than usual.

Bepa 3anep:xaiia B3ms Ha podpuiie T0MbIe OOBIYHOTO.

Vera Sergeyevna Sokolova

Bepa Cepreesna CokosoBa

Year of birth: 1998

I'on poxnenus: 1998

11
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On the first monitor — a freelancer's desktop: email, messenger, task queue. On the
second — the personal profile in the ''Identifier''. Vera held her gaze on the profile longer
than usual. Vera Sergeyevna Sokolova Year of birth: 1998

Rating: GREEN (0.02%)

Peitrunr: 3EJIEHBIN (0,02%)
Category: insignificant threat
Kateropusi: He3HauMTEIbHAS yTPO3a
Special marks: none

Oco0Oble OTMETKH: HET

Special marks: none.

Oco0Oble OTMETKH: HET.

Vera knew that this was not true.
Bepa 3Hana, uto 310 HENMpaBa.

Rating: GREEN (0.02%) Category: insignificant threat Special marks: none Special
marks: none. Vera knew that this was not true.

There were special marks.

Oco0ble OTMETKY OBUTH.

They were simply hidden.

IIpocTo ux ckpbLIn.

She remembered that day four years ago.

OnHa NOMHMJIA TOT JIeHb YeThIpe rofa Ha3al.

The last day at the office of "KiberPro" — the company that won the tender to develop the
core of the "Identifier".

[Mocnennuit news B oduce «Kubdepllpo» — kommanum, KOTOpasi BRIUTpajia TeHAep Ha pa3pa-
00TKy simpa «MneHtrdukaropar.

Vera was one of twenty engineers gathered in a white room without windows.

Bepa Obl1a omHVM 13 JBAALIATA UHKEHEPOB, COOPAHHBIX B OeJI0l KOMHATe 0e3 OKOH.

There were special marks. They were simply hidden. She remembered that day four
years ago. The last day at the office of '"KiberPro'' — the company that won the tender to
develop the core of the ''Identifier''. Vera was one of twenty engineers gathered in a white
room without windows.

"We are creating security" — said then Pavel Sergeyevich, their supervisor —
"We are creating a future without crime."

«MBpI co3naem 6e30macHOCTb», — ckasan toraa [TaBen CepreeBud, UX pyKOBOIUTEINb. —
«MBpI coznaem Oyayiiee 6e3 MpecTyIUICHU».

Vera believed him.

Bepa emy nosepuna.

At first.

CHauana.

Then the arguments began.

[ToToM HayasMCh CHOPBHI.

Vera asked: "But what if the algorithm makes a mistake?"

Bepa cipocuna: «A 4To, €C/IM aJITOPUTM OIIHOETCS 7>

12
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'""We are creating security'' — said then Pavel Sergeyevich, their supervisor — '"We are
creating a future without crime." Vera believed him. At first. Then the arguments began. Vera
asked: '""But what if the algorithm makes a mistake?"'

They answered her: "The probability of error is 0.03%.
Within the margin of statistical error."

Eit orBetnmu: «BepositHOCTh ormmoku — 0,03 %.

B nipeneniax craTuCTUUYECKON MOTPEITHOCTH.

She asked: "And what will happen to that 0.03%?"

Ona cnipocuna: «M uro 6yner ¢ atumu 0,03%7».

Silence.

TuivHa.

A month later she was fired.

Yepes mecsl] €€ yBOIWIN.

Officially — "for disclosing commercial secrets".
O¢unmansHO — «3a pa3mialieHue KOMMEPUECKOW TalHbD».
Unofficially — for asking too many questions.
HeodwummanbHo — 3a To, 4TO 3a/1aBajia CIMIIIKOM MHOTO BOIIPOCOB.

They answered her: '"The probability of error is 0.03%. Within the margin of statistical
error.'" She asked: '"And what will happen to that 0.03% ?'' Silence. A month later she was
fired. Officially — ''for disclosing commercial secrets''. Unofficially — for asking too many
questions.

Vera blinked.

Bepa moprayna.

The profile screen looked at her with a green eye.

DKpaH npoduiisi CMOTPEST Ha HEE 3€JIEHBIM [JIa30M.

She closed the tab.

OHa 3aKkpblia BKJIAJIKY.

Work went slowly.

Pabora nuia MeanieHHo.

Vera was finalizing the interface for a children's clothing store —
a boring but stable task.

Bepa nopabarsiBasia nHTepeiic 1711 Mara3uHa JAeTCKOW OJe kK Ibl —
CKy4Hasi, HO cTaOWJIbHAs 33/1a4a.

Vera blinked. The profile screen looked at her with a green eye. She closed the tab. Work
went slowly. Vera was finalizing the interface for a children's clothing store — a boring but
stable task.

For the third month in a row, she took everything they offered.

TpeTnii Mecs1| moapsa oHa Opaja BCE, UTO Mpejiyiaraim.

She needed money.

JleHbru ObUTH HYXKHBI.

After being fired from "KiberPro", her blacklist grew faster than her resume.
[Moce yBonbHeHus u3 «KubeplIpo» e€ yepHblii CIUCOK poc OBICTpee, YeM pe3ioMe.
At 11:32 a message came from mom.

B 11:32 npuiiio cooOineHne OT MaMBl.

13
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MOM: Vera, do you remember you have a doctor's appointment today at 3:00 PM?
MAMA: Bep, Tbl HOMHUIIIL Y TeOs1 CETOAHS BU3UT K Bpauy B 15:007

For the third month in a row, she took everything they offered. She needed money. After

being fired from "'KiberPro', her blacklist grew faster than her resume. At 11:32 a message
came from mom. MOM: Vera, do you remember you have a doctor's appointment today at
3:00 PM?

eny.

VERA: Which doctor?

BEPA: Kakomy Bpauy?

MOM: Endocrinologist. I made an appointment for you two weeks ago.

You have that thyroid thing.

MAMA: DunokpuHonory. 5 3anucana Te0s 1Be Heieu Ha3aa. Y TeOsl ke IUTOBUIKA.
VERA: Mom, I don't have a thyroid. That is, I don't have thyroid problems.

BEPA: Mawm, y MeHsI HeT IUMTOBUIKH. TO ecTh HeT mpoOJIeM CO IUTOBUIKOM.

MOM: Everyone has problems, daughter. I made the appointment, don't refuse.

Paid, a good one. Vera, you are too thin.

MAMA: VY Bcex ecTh MpoOJeMBI, J0UKa. S 3amvcana, He OTKa3bIBaKCs.

[natHas, xopomas. Bepa, Tol ciiiikom xygas.

Vera wanted to answer that it was not the thyroid, but simply the lack of money for normal food.
Bepa xotena oTBETHTh, YTO 3TO HE IIUTOBUIKA, & TIPOCTO OTCYTCTBHE JCHET HA HOPMAJIbHYIO

VERA: Which doctor? MOM: Endocrinologist. I made an appointment for you two

weeks ago. You have that thyroid thing. VERA: Mom, I don't have a thyroid. That is, I don't
have thyroid problems. MOM: Everyone has problems, daughter. I made the appointment,
don't refuse. Paid, a good one. Vera, you are too thin. Vera wanted to answer that it was not
the thyroid, but simply the lack of money for normal food.

But she did not.

Ho ne crana.

VERA: Okay, mom. I'll go.

BEPA: Xoporiio, Mam. Cxoxy.

She added a reminder to the calendar: "Doctor. Don't forget to smile."

Omna no6aBuia B KajeHIaph HarloMuHaHWe: «Bpau. He 3a0bITh yabi0aThCs».

At 12:45 — another message.

B 12:45 — em€ ogHO coolieHue.

This time from Vika, the only friend left from university days.

Ha stoT pa3 or Buku, eqMHCTBEHHOW NOIPYTH, OCTABILEHCS C YHUBEPCUTETCKUX BPEMEH.
VIKA: Today at 7:00 PM a meeting at "The Greenhouse".

There's a new barista, they say he makes coffee with cardamom. Are we going?
BUKA: Ceroans B 19:00 BcTpeua B «Terumiie».

Tam HOBBII OGapucTa, rOBOPSAT, BApUT Koe ¢ KapaaMoHoM. Mzem?

But she did not. VERA: Okay, mom. I'll go. She added a reminder to the calendar:

"Doctor. Don't forget to smile.'" At 12:45 — another message. This time from Vika, the only
friend left from university days. VIKA: Today at 7:00 PM a meeting at ''The Greenhouse''.
There's a new barista, they say he makes coffee with cardamom. Are we going?
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VERA: I don't know. I have to submit the report tomorrow.
BEPA: He 3Hato. OTuer ciaBath 3aBTpa.

VIKA: Vera, you haven't gone out anywhere for a month.
Your social rating will drop if you continue like this.

BUKA: Bep, Tl yke Mecsll HUKyJa He BBIXOIWJIA.

V 1e6s1 colManbHbIA PEUTUHT YIAAeT, €CIU TaK MPOJOJIKHIIIb.
VERA: I have a green rating, everything is fine.

BEPA: V meHs 3eiieHblil, BCE B MOPsIIKE.

VIKA: Green doesn't mean alive. Come. Please.

BUKA: 3enenbiii — He 3HauuT x)xuBoit. [Ipuxomu. [oxanyiicra.
Vera sighed.

Bepa B310xHy1a.

Vika was right — she almost never left the house.

Buka Obuta mpaBa — OHa IMOYTH HE BHIXOIWIIA U3 JIOMA.

VERA: I don't know. I have to submit the report tomorrow. VIKA: Vera, you haven't
gone out anywhere for a month. Your social rating will drop if you continue like this. VERA:
I have a green rating, everything is fine. VIKA: Green doesn't mean alive. Come. Please. Vera
sighed. Vika was right — she almost never left the house.

Not because she was afraid.

He motromy, uto Gosiiack.

She just did not feel like it.

IIpocTo He XoTenocs.

The world outside the window had become too... transparent.
Mup 32 OKHOM CTaJI CJIUIIKOM. .. TIPO3PAYHBIM.
Too observable.

Cruikom HaOII01aeMbIM.

Every step was recorded.

Kaxapiii mar pukcrupoBaics.

Every purchase was analyzed.

Kaxnas nokynka aHaIM3MpoBaiach.

Not because she was afraid. She just did not feel like it. The world outside the window
had become too... transparent. Too observable. Every step was recorded. Every purchase was
analyzed.

Every conversation was evaluated.

Kaxapiit pa3roBop orieHuBaICsl.

"I am not a paranoid — thought Vera — I just know how it works from the inside."
«$1 He mapaHouk, — nogymaia Bepa. — { mpocTo 3Hat, Kak 310 padoTaeT U3HYTPU».
VERA: Okay. I'll come.

BEPA: Xopomo. ITpuny.

Vika sent an emoji — a heart.

Buka ornpaBuia cMailiik — CepeyKo.

Vera returned to work.

Bepa BepHyach k padote.
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Every conversation was evaluated. ''I am not a paranoid — thought Vera — I just know
how it works from the inside." VERA: Okay. I'll come. Vika sent an emoji — a heart. Vera
returned to work.

At 2:55 PM Vera got ready to go to the doctor.

B 14:55 Bepa cobGpainach K Bpauy.

She put on jeans, a sweater, a jacket.

Omna Haziena JIKMHCBI, CBUTED, KyPTKY.

The bracelet on her wrist gleamed dimly.

Bpacret Ha 3ansicTbe TycKIio OJecTern.

On the clock — 2:57 PM.

Ha yvacax — 14:57.

The "Identifier" already knew she was leaving: the geolocation turned on automatically when
Vera opened the door.

«I/II[GHTH(I)I/IK&TOP» YK€ 3HAJI, YTO OHA BBIXOOUT: I'€OJIOKALUA BKIIOYUIAChL dBTOMATUYCCKU,
korjga Bepa oTkpbLia 1Beps.

At 2:55 PM Vera got ready to go to the doctor. She put on jeans, a sweater, a jacket. The
bracelet on her wrist gleamed dimly. On the clock — 2:57 PM. The "'Identifier'' already knew
she was leaving: the geolocation turned on automatically when Vera opened the door.

In the elevator she ran into a neighbor — an elderly woman with a wheeled cart.
B nudre oHa cTonkHyaack € COCENKON — MOKUIION KEHIIMHOW C TEJIEKKOIM Ha KOJIEeCHKaX.
NEIGHBOR: — Hello, dear. I haven't seen you for a long time.

COCEJKA: — 3npagcrByiiTe, Muias. [JJaBHO Bac He BUJena.

VERA: — I work from home.

BEPA: — Pa6otaio goma.

NEIGHBOR: — Ah, lucky. My daughter also used to work from home.

Then her rating dropped, she went to the office. She says it's more reliable.
COCEJIKA: — Aaa, noBe3nio. Mos 1oub TOXe paHbllie JoMa paboTana.

ITotom e€ peirTuHr ynai, oHa yuuia B opuc. [0oBOopuT, Tak HaJeKHee.

The elevator stopped.

JIudt ocranoBmICS.

In the elevator she ran into a neighbor — an elderly woman with a wheeled cart.
NEIGHBOR: — Hello, dear. I haven't seen you for a long time. VERA: — I work from home.
NEIGHBOR: — Ah, lucky. My daughter also used to work from home. Then her rating
dropped, she went to the office. She says it's more reliable. The elevator stopped.

Vera got out.

Bepa Bbinuia.

Outside it was gray and damp.

Ha ynwuize 651710 cepo u chipo.

The November wind drove wet leaves along the asphalt.

HosiOpbckuii Betep rHaj 1o acayibTy MOKPBIE JIUCTBSI.

Few passersby — mainly pensioners and couriers.

Penkue npoxoxue — B OCHOBHOM NIEHCUOHEPHI U KYPbEPHI.

Everyone else sat at home or in offices, obediently transmitting data about themselves.
Bce ocrasnbHble cuaeny o fomam wim oucam, MoCIylIHoO NepeaBasi JaHHbIe o ceoe.
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Vera put on headphones, turned on white noise.
Bepa Haziena HayITHUKY, BKJTIOUMIA OSJIBIA LTyM.

Vera got out. Outside it was gray and damp. The November wind drove wet leaves along
the asphalt. Few passersby — mainly pensioners and couriers. Everyone else sat at home or
in offices, obediently transmitting data about themselves. Vera put on headphones, turned on
white noise.

This was her way of disconnecting from the world — filling her head with a neutral sound, in
which there were no words, no meaning, no surveillance.

310 OBLT €€ CII0COO OTKITIOUATHCS OT MUPA — 3aTOJNHSATH FOJIOBY HEUTPATLHBIM 3BYKOM, B KOTO-
POM He OBLIO CJIOB, HE OBUIO CMBIC/IA, HE OBUIO CIIEXKKHU.

White noise is not recorded by the "Identifier". Vera had checked.

Benviii mym He pukcupyercs «Mpentudukaropom». Bepa nposepuia.

She walked to the clinic at a brisk pace.

OHa 11U1a K HOJUKJINHUKE 6])ICTp])IM miarom.

15 minutes — a familiar distance.

15 MUHYT — MPUBBIYHAS AUCTAHIIUS.

Past the supermarket, past the bus stop, past the playground where the swings swung by
themselves — the wind played with them like an abandoned child.

MwumMmo cyriepmapKeTa, MUMO OCTaHOBKH, MUMO JIETCKOM IIJIOIIAIKH, TJIe KaueIr KayaIiuch CaMu
1o cebe — BeTep UrpaJi C HUMH, Kak OpOITIeHHBIN peOeHOK.

The clinic greeted her with the smell of bleach and medicines.

[NonukMHUKA BCTpeTUIa e€ 3a1axoM XJIOPKH U JIEKapCTB.

This was her way of disconnecting from the world — filling her head with a neutral
sound, in which there were no words, no meaning, no surveillance. White noise is not recorded
by the "'Identifier''. Vera had checked. She walked to the clinic at a brisk pace. 15 minutes —
a familiar distance. Past the supermarket, past the bus stop, past the playground where the
swings swung by themselves — the wind played with them like an abandoned child. The clinic
greeted her with the smell of bleach and medicines.

— Vera Sokolova? — the doctor turned out to be a young woman with a badge
reading "Elena Vladimirovna, Endocrinologist." — Come in, take off your coat.
— Bepa CoxkonoBa? — 3cKyJar oka3zaaach MOJIOAOH KEHIIIMHOM ¢ OelKeM
«Enena BnagumupoBHa, SHI0KpUHONOr». — [IpoxoauTe, pa3ieBaiTech.

Vera took off her jacket, sat on the examination couch.

Bepa cHssla KypTKy, cena Ha KYyIIETKY.

— What is bothering you?

— Yro GecriokouT?

— Nothing. Mom made the appointment.

— Huyuero. Mama 3anucana.

Elena Vladimirovna nodded understandingly.

Enena BiagumupoBHa OHMMAIOIIIE KUBHYJIA.

— Vera Sokolova? — the doctor turned out to be a young woman with a badge reading
"Elena Vladimirovna, Endocrinologist." — Come in, take off your coat. Vera took off her
Jjacket, sat on the examination couch. — What is bothering you? — Nothing. Mom made the
appointment. Elena Vladimirovna nodded understandingly.
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Most of her patients were like that — booked by their mothers.

Takux MalMeHToOB — 3alMCaHHBIX MAMaMHU — Yy Hee ObUTO OOJIBIIIMHCTBO.
— Let's take a look. Please raise your sleeve.

— Hasaiire nocmotpuM. [loqHUMUTE pyKaB, MOXaIyHUCTa.

The doctor took her wrist, checking her pulse.

Bpau B3s1a €€ 3a 3arscrbe, NpoBeEPss MyJIbC.

Then she looked at the bracelet.

[ToTom mocmotpena Ha Opacrer.

— The "Identifier" shows you have elevated cortisol for three months.
Stress. Chronic. Do you get enough sleep?

— «Mnentudrkarop» MmokaspBaeT y Bac MOBBIICHHBIA KOPTHU30JI B TEUCHUE TPEX MECSIIIEB.
Crpecc. Xponnueckuid. Bol cniute goctaroyHo?

Most of her patients were like that — booked by their mothers. — Let's take a look.
Please raise your sleeve. The doctor took her wrist, checking her pulse. Then she looked at
the bracelet. — The ''Identifier' shows you have elevated cortisol for three months. Stress.
Chronic. Do you get enough sleep?

VERA: — Seven hours.

BEPA: — Cewmb yacos.

ELENA VLADIMIROVNA: — Not enough. For your age and activity — you need eight.

EJIEHA BJIAJUMUWUPOBHA: — Henocrartouno. [ljisi Baiero Bo3pacta U akTUBHOCTH —
HYKHO BOCEMb.

She began moving some device over Vera's neck.

Ona Havasa BOAUTH KaKUM-TO MTPUOOpOM Ha 1ieeil Bepsi.

— There is a slight hardening. We will do an ultrasound,

but in general — nothing critical.

I will prescribe vitamins and a mild sedative.

The data will go to the pharmacy automatically.

— Ectb Hebombmoe yruiotHenue. Crnenaem Y3U, HO B 11EJIOM — HUYETO KPUTHIHOTO.

$1 BBITIUIITY BUTAMUHBI U JIETKOE YCIIOKOUTEJIHHOE.

B anteky maHHbBIe YHAAYT aBTOMATUYECKH.

VERA: — Seven hours. ELENA VLADIMIROVNA: — Not enough. For your age and
activity — you need eight. She began moving some device over Vera's neck. — There is a
slight hardening. We will do an ultrasound, but in general — nothing critical. I will prescribe
vitamins and a mild sedative. The data will go to the pharmacy automatically.

VERA: — And if I don't want them to go?

BEPA: — A ecnu 51 He X04y, 4TOOBI YXOIWIN?

The doctor raised her eyes.

Bpau nognsna rnasa.

For a second something flashed in them — surprise? understanding? fear?
Ha cekyHay B HUX MEJIBKHYJIO YTO-TO — yAWBJIEHHEe? MIOHUMaHue? UCITyT?
— It is mandatory — she said dryly — By law.

— 310 00s13aTeNIBHO, — CKa3asa oHa cyxo. — [1o 3aKkoHy.

Vera nodded.

Bepa kuBHya.
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VERA: — And if I don't want them to go? The doctor raised her eyes. For a second
something flashed in them — surprise? understanding? fear? — It is mandatory — she said
dryly — By law. Vera nodded.

The doctor was typing something on the computer.

Bpau nevarasa 4yTo-TO B KOMIBIOTEpE.

On the screen flashed Vera's profile — a green icon, a photograph, a list of diagnoses.

Ha skpane menbkHy1 npoguiis Bepbl — 3eseHblil 3Ha40K, doTorpadus, CIMCOK AUarHo30B.
Everything as usual.

Bcé kak oObI4HO.

— Here you are — Elena Vladimirovna handed her a prescription on paper.

Paper prescriptions were now given only to pensioners

and those with a "connection error."

— Jepxwurte, — Enena BiagumupoBHa MpoTsHYIA pelient Ha Oymare.

BymaxHble petenTsl Terneph JaBajid TOJIBKO EHCHOHEPaM M TeM, Y KOTO «OIIHOKA CBSI3M».
— Thank you.

— Cnacu6o.

The doctor was typing something on the computer. On the screen flashed Vera's profile
— a green icon, a photograph, a list of diagnoses. Everything as usual. — Here you are —
Elena Vladimirovna handed her a prescription on paper. Paper prescriptions were now given
only to pensioners and those with a ''connection error.'" — Thank you.

Vera stood up.

Bepa Bcrana.

— Vera Sergeyevna — the doctor called after her already in the doorway —
You are right. About not wanting the data to go. You are right.

— Bepa CepreeBHa, — OKJIMKHYJIA Bpay yXke B IBEpSIX. —

Bel ipaBel. Hacuet Toro, 4yTo He XOTUTe, YTOOBI JaHHBIE YXOAWIHA. BbI MpaBbl.
Silence. Three seconds.

Tummnza. Tpu cekyHIBI.

— Goodbye — said Vera and left.

— Bcero go6poro, — ckazana Bepa u BbIia.

Vera stood up. — Vera Sergeyevna — the doctor called after her already in the doorway
— You are right. About not wanting the data to go. You are right. Silence. Three seconds.—
Goodbye — said Vera and left.

Outside, Vera took out her phone.

Ha ynunie Bepa nocrana tenedoH.

The bracelet blinked.

bpacner murny.

On the screen — a notification from the "Identifier":
Ha skpane — yBenomienue ot «MaeHtudukaropar:

"Your visit to the endocrinologist is complete.
Recommendations: vitamin D, magnesium B6, sleep schedule.
Data added to your medical record."

«Barr BU3UT K SHIOKPUHOJIOTY 3aBEpIICH.
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Pexomenpanmu: Butamun D, marnuii B6, pexxum cHa.
JlaHHbIe T00aBJIEHBI B BAIlly MEUIIMHCKYIO KapTy»

Outside, Vera took out her phone. The bracelet blinked. On the screen — a notification
from the '"Identifier'": '"Your visit to the endocrinologist is complete. Recommendations:
vitamin D, magnesium B6, sleep schedule. Data added to your medical record."

Vera wanted to turn off the notification, but changed her mind.

Bepa xoTena BHIKJIIOUATH YBEAOMIJICHHE, HO TEpeayMaa.

She suddenly realized: the "Identifier" knew more about her than she herself did.
Ona Bapyr oco3Haa: «Maentudukarop» 3HalI 0 Hel OoJblIe, YeM OHa cama.

It knew about the cortisol.

3Has Mpo KOPTU3OIL.

It knew about the sleep.

3HaJ Ipo COH.

It knew about visits she had not planned.

3HaJl PO BU3UTHI, KOTOPBIE OHA HE MJIAaHMPOBAJA.

She remembered how five years ago she signed the user agreement.

Ona BCIOMHWIIA, KaK TIATH JIET HA3a/1 TIOIKCHIBAJIA TIOJIb30BATEIbCKOE COTJIAIIEHHE.

Vera wanted to turn off the notification, but changed her mind. She suddenly realized:
the "'Identifier'' knew more about her than she herself did. It knew about the cortisol. It knew
about the sleep. It knew about visits she had not planned. She remembered how five years ago
she signed the user agreement.

No one reads user agreements. It is a law of nature.

HukTO He unTaeT Moab30BaTENLCKHIE COMIAIEHUS. DTO 3aKOH IPUPOIBL.

But Vera read it.

Ho Bepa unrana.

Back then, in her second year of university, she scrolled through all 247 pages of the document
for the "Identifier. Basic Access" application.

Torna, Ha BTOPOM Kypce YHUBEPCUTETA, OHA MPOJHCTasa Bce 247 CTpaHuIl JOKYMEHTa

K npuioxeHnio «Maentudukarop. bazosblil JOCTyI».

There was clause 14.3.2, hidden deep in the legal text:

Tam Obut yHKT 14.3.2, CKPBITHIN TITYOOKO B IOPUINYECKOM TEKCTE:

"The User grants the Operator (KiberPro LLC) a non-exclusive right to collect, store, process
and transfer to third parties any biometric, behavioral, medical, financial and geolocation data.

«[Momp3oBarenps nepegaer Oneparopy (OO0 ,, KubeplIpo®™) HEUCKTIOUUTEIBHOE TIPABO

Ha cOop, XpaHeHue, 00pabOTKY | Mepeady TPEThHM JIUIaM

MOOBIX OMOMETPUYECKUX, TIOBEICHYECKUX, MEUIIMHCKUX, (DMHAHCOBBIX M T'€OJTOKAIIMOHHBIX
JaHHBIX.

The transfer period is indefinite. Withdrawal of consent is impossible."

Cpok nepenaun — Geccpounblid. OT3bIB COIIAcHsi HEBO3MOKEH. »

No one reads user agreements. It is a law of nature. But Vera read it. Back then, in
her second year of university, she scrolled through all 247 pages of the document for the
""Identifier. Basic Access'' application. There was clause 14.3.2, hidden deep in the legal text:
""The User grants the Operator (KiberPro LLC) a non-exclusive right to collect, store, process
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and transfer to third parties any biometric, behavioral, medical, financial and geolocation
data. The transfer period is indefinite. Withdrawal of consent is impossible."

Vera thought then: "This is illegal."

Bepa toraa nogymaina: «9T0 HE3aKOHHO».

Then she thought: "But who will read clause 14.3.2?"
[otom nopymana: «Ho kro Oyznet unrtath myHKT 14.3.27»
Then she thought: "It's probably a joke."
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.

22


https://www.litres.ru/pages/biblio_book/?art=74002001

	Глава
	Глава
	Конец ознакомительного фрагмента.

