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1.

Codu cTosiyia B 3aJIMTOM CBETOM 3aJie, Tie KaXIbIii BTOPOU MPH KeJIAHUK MOT Obl KYITUTh ceOe
MAaJIEHBbKYIO CTpaHy.

V3Koe m1aThe BHIOAHO MOAYEPKUBAIIO €€ CTPOUHYIO (PUrypy, a KaOJTyKH Aeiany HOTH [UTMHHEe,
HO BCE paBHO OHA YyBCTBOBaJIa ce0sl HE B CBOEH Tapelike.

Hlepxa B pykax OoKaJsl yke TEMIOro IIaMIAaHCKOro, JEBYIIKAa CKOJB3WIA IJa3aMH 10 3aly.
JlecsITKM pa3ayThiX OT TOPAOCTH 32 TOJCTOTY CBOMX KOIIETbKOB MYXYHMH U JKEHIIUH PACXaKUBaJIH
Ty/1a-Clofla ¢ BUIOM KOPOJIEH KU3HHU.

"Ho HM OWH U3 HUX U PSJIOM HE CTOUT C TeM, KTO MeHsl uHTepecyer..."- nogymaia Codu.

MenieHHO, CIOBHO CKaHMpYs MOMEIIEHUE, OHa IpOBesa IIa3aMU MO MOIHBIM IUIAaThsIM OT
Jmop, nupxakaM ApManu M cyMKaMm baneHcuara. BHe3anHo e€ B3I OCTAaHOBUIICS TaM, IIE HY)KHO,
Y OHa JIOBOJILHO YJIBIOHYJIACH.

"Bor u oH. Kupan Mépcdu...B s3Tom ropoge nMEeHHO OH HacTosLMiA KOpoiib. M1 OH npekpacHo
00 9TOM OCBEAOMIIEH."

Kupas crosin B KOHIIE 3a1a M C HEBO3MYTUMBIM JIMLIOM CMOTPEJI Ha OIHOI'O U3 CBOMX TOCTEH,
OypHO TBITalOIIErocs BreyarmTh ero. Ho B rmazax Mépdgu Huvero He ObLIO.

"Tonpko xooa. MOXHO TOJBKO TIPE/ICTaBUTh, HA UTO CIIOCOOCH YEIOBEK C TAKMMH IJIa3aMu."
- pasmbiuisia Codu.

"Ho mens 310 He ucmyraet. He 3ps ke s MoYTH oTaasia Iymry, 4ToObl IONAacTh HA TOT MPUEM,
Hajesa riarbe 1 Y€pToBbl Kabmyku! HyKHO TOJBKO JOKAATHCS, KOT/Ia HAYHETCS] HArpaXkJeHUe uiie-
HOB KJIy0Oa "TIOUETHBIX JIEHEXKHBIX MEIIKOB" ¥ TUXOHBKO MPOOPaThCs HABEPX.

A nmajplile MHE XBaTUT JBA/ILIATH MUHYT, YTOOBI B3JIOMATh €ro KoMIibiotep!"

B stor MomenT cymouka Codu n3asa mpoH3UTeIbHYI0 BUOpALIMIO, U IEBYIIIKA JOCTaJIa OTTYIa
cTapblii KHONOYHBIN TesieoH. Ha skpaHe BBICBETHIICS HE3HAKOMBIN HOMEP, HO OHA OTJIMYHO 3HAElllb,
KTO 3TO, U NIO3TOMY Cpa3y ke Haxkaja KHOMNKY "OTBETUTh".

- Ha, mucrep Ksio. - Tuxo nporosopuia Codpu

- He Ha3biBail MeHs1 1O UMEHH. - TOJIOC B TPYyOKe 3By4asl HACTOPOKEHHO ¥ HEMHOTO YT POKAIOIIE.

- [Ipocrure.

I'oBOpst 4yTh THILIE, CAETIAIa HECKOJIBKO I11Ar0B B CTOPOHY, YAAJIASCH OT CTOSIIIUX PSAAOM JIIOJEH.

- Yt0-TO M3MeHus0ch? 3aueM Bbl 3BOHUTE? - UCITYTAHHO CITPOCHJIA JAEBYIIIKA.

- 51 3BOHIO CKa3aTh, YTO CPEIU TOCTEN eCTh OAVH U3 oToIeaAnrx. OH OyJeT MBITaThCs TIOMEIaTh
TeOe, Tak ITo Oy[h OCTOPOKHA.

- [onsna. 51 6Gyay ocTopoxkHa.

- Xoporuo. [Totomy 4TO ThI 3Haellb, KaK 9TO BaXHO.

UYesnoBek Ha TOM KOHIIE IIPOBOJIA HA MTHOBeHUe 3aMomyali, Ho Codwu 3Hana, 4YT0 B 3TOM HET
Huyero xopoiuero. ITocie KopoTkoy may3bl, OH 3a3By4al elI€ KECTUE U ONacHee.

- DTO BaXXHO, IJIABHBIA 00pa3oMm, ISl TeOsl.

- 41 3Har0.

- Torna 3a geno.

KopoTtkue rynku 000pBajy 3TOT CTpaHHBIN pa3roBop, ussemas Codu o Tom, 4To codeceJHUK
noBecus1 TpyoOKy. CxkaB ryObl, JeByIIKa B3IOXHY/Ia U cpsiTaia TejnedoH B cyMouky. Kak pa3 B 310
MTHOBEHHE Ha CLIEHE TMOSIBUJICS BEAYIMA M HA4asl OOBSBIATH O Hauasle IEPEMOHUU HarpaskIeHHUS.



P. JlybpoBuHa. «XO3SIMH HOYN»

Bce roctu HauanM MeJIEHHO pacrion3arbes o cBOUM MecTaM, a Codu OTOIILIa K CTOJIMKY Y BBIXOJA,
YTOOBI HE3AMETHO YJIU3HYTh, KOTJa BCE HAYHETCS.

Ceer 4yTh NpunIylIaics, HO JEBYILIKa MpeKpacHo Bujena, kak Kupan Mépdu nopomen k
CTOJIy Mepef CLIEHOM U CeJ PSIIOM CO CBOMM IIMPOKOIUIEUMM TEJIOXPAHUTENIEM U I0HOM AEBYIIKOW.
OnepeBHIKCh O CTEHY, OHA CKPECTWJIA PYKU Ha TPYAM, OKUAAS MOKA 3aJ1 MOrPY3UTCS B TEMHOTY, U
OHAa CMOeEUIb YIU3HYTb.

Hab6monas 3a 6e3ykopusHeHHO# BbimpaBkoi Mépdu, Codu HEBOJIBHO MOAMETHIIA, YTO OH
OYEHb XOPOI COOOH.

"He 3pst ®EHIIMHBI TaK U TAIOT OT OJHOTO YINOMMHAHUsI ero umMeHu. KpacuBblil, Kak 4€pr,
KPEIKO CJIOKEHHBIH, OOTaThI. ..

THUXOHBKO XMBIKHYB, IEBYIIIKA 3aKaTHIBACIIIb IJIa3a.

"TonbKO BOT y HETO PyKH IO JIOKOTh B KpoBu!.. Takue onu, Kak OH, He 3aCITyKHBAIOT 000Ka-
Hus. YTo He Tak ¢ TUM Mupom?"

Bemymimii 3akoHYMI CBOIO pedb U TOPKECTBEHHO Mo3Ba Ha ciieHy Kupana Mépdu. Hecnen-
HBIM I1arOM, HATTOMHHAIOIIUM TOPXKECTBEHHOE IIECTBUE ,0H JBHUTAJICS K CIIeHEe Moji OypHbIE OBALIUH.
Kaxmoe nBukeHne 3TOro MyKYMHbI ObUIO HATIOJIHEHO CHJIOH, BJIACThIO M HEMOKOJIeOMMOCThIo. Ka3a-
JIOCh, YTO BEChb MUP U JIIOOM B HEM HE MPEJACTABIAIOT 11 HErO HUKAKoro uHrepeca. OH - X034MH
BCErO, a yce OCTajIbHbIE...EMy HET HMKaKoro jea JO OCTaJIbHBIX.

Codwu mpe3pHuTeNIbHO TOIKaNA YrOJIOK pTa W B3JEpHY/Ia OpoBSAMH, a 3aTeM MOMATUIACh K
BBIXOJ1Y.

"TTopa!"

Uepe3 cexyHay oHa yxe Oexana K JudTy, 9ToObl IOAHATHCSA B HOMep KupaHna u cienars To,
4TO OBUTO HYXHO.

JIugr, kaxercs, exan yxacHo MeqyieHHO. Cou HEPBHO cTyvasa KaOiayKoM MO Moy, HaOso-
nasi, Kak 1 psl HECHEIIHO CMeHsIoTcst Ha Tabo. Hakonen, pa3iacs TOpKeCTBEHHBIN CUTHAT, N3Be-
IIAIOIMI TPUOBITUY HA HYKHBIN TaX. Boiiias B kopunop, Codu onacanBo orisiienach o CTOpoOHaM.

"Hukoro. Omiuno!"

BHICTpbIMU, HO TUXUMH IIIAraMy OHA TIOJONLIA K IBEPH, BEdyIIeH B MPEe3UIEHTCKUN JTIOKC, B
KOTOpBII MEpu Bcerga ocTaHaBIUBAETCS.

"TIpe3uaeHTckuit JIOKc!..;ymaer, uto oH npe3uaeHT?.." - Cou mouTu TpsCio OT OJHON MbUIA
O TOM, KaK JIOH, oJo0Hbe MEpdr MpoXXKBAIOT CBOIO JKM3Hb. BCs 9Ta rOHKA 3a IeHbraMH, yCIeXoM
¥ TOMY TIOIOOHBIE TICEBIOIICHHOCTH COBEPIICHHO He Tpesnbinamu e€. M BcE, uro oHa nenana, ObLIO
MOYTH MaHU(PECTOM MPOTUB MOTPEOUTENTLCKUX 3aKOHOB 9TOTO MHpA.

C nonoOHBIMH MBICTISIMU JIEBYIIIKA BBIYAWJIA M3 CBOEH CYMOUYKM MaJIeHbKYI0 KOPOOOUKY M
oTkpsuIa e€. Habop pasHOOOpa3HBIX OTMBIYEK UTPUBO OJiecTesl B KOPHIOPHOM CBETe.

"I17151 9TOrO 3aMKa MHE TOHAI00UTCS KOe-UTO MOKpyYe, YeM MeTauTnIecKas rnajouka."”

Codu 3akycuia HIUKHIOI TyOy M C JIyKaBbM OTOHBKOM B IJIa3ax IMOAHsJIA TMOAKJIAIKY Ha
KPBIIIKe KOpoOOUKH. V3-TIof MATKOM TKaHU TYT ke MOKA3aJICs CIPSATaHHBIA TaM MarHUTHBINA KJTIOY
OT HOMepa.

"Panbliie ObUTIO rOpa3io Mpolre B3jIaMbiBaTh 3aMKH!" - YyCMEXHYBIIHCH, MIOIyMaJia OHA U TIPO-
BeJila KapTOUKOM 10 3aMKy. [IBepb MIENKHY/IA U OTKPBLIACh.

Codu caMOIOBOIBHO YIIbIOAIACh, BXOS BHYTPb.

"Her HMUYEro HEBO3MOKHOTO AJIsl JKEHCKOU I'pyau. DTU JEBOYKM MOTYT JOCTATh YTO YIOJHO.
Jlaxe, ecnu 11 3TOro NpUAETCS OTBJICUb Ha ceOs1 BCE BHUMaHKE MIMOTa-aiMUHUCTpaTopa!”

Hcuesnys 3a 1Bepbio HOMEpaA U, CIIPSITAB BCE CBOU OTMBIYKYM M BOPOBAHHBI MarHUTHBIN KJTIOY,
JEBYIIKA OIVISIHYJIaCh TIO CTOPOHAM.

[TpucBucTHYB, OHa Hauala MeJIEHHO IPOXaKMUBAThCS M0 IIMKAPHOMY HOMEpY.

"Ouenp HegypHO! Kam1H, maHopaMHble OKHA, (DPYKTHI...»
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[TpuOMM3MBIIMCEH K CTONMMKY ¢ (DPYKTaMH, OHA COpBajia OOJbIIYI0 BUHOTPAJAMHKY U 3aKUHYJIA
€€ B poT.

- MMMMM ... - 3aKpBIB I71a3a, TUXO MTPOCTOHAJIA OHA OT YIOBOJIbCTBHUSI, KOT/Ia CIIA/IKUI COK 3ar1oJI-
HUJI €€ POT.

"V Hero gake BUHOTPaJl CaMbIi JIydIiuii!..

[TposxeBaB sirofy, AEBYIIKA B3IOXHYJIA.

"JlagHo. Bpemenu uet. Ilycts Mépdu HacnaxgaeTcss CBOMMU TeIOHUCTUYECKUMU ITYKAMHU.
Ho Tex mop, noka ero ucropus He 3akoH4uTcs!"

Codu BHIMATEILHO OCMOTpEJIach Mo CTOPOHAM, OTHICKMBasI ciiebl Bemend Kupana, HO HU4ero
HE yBUJIeNa.

"HaBepHoe, oHU B criajibHe."

CexkyH[ly eBYIIKa BCIYIIHBAJIACh B TUIIIMHY, HO HE 3aMETUB HUKAKUX TMOIO3PUTENIBHBIX 3BY-
KOB, OTIPaBUJIACh B CTOPOHY CIAJIbHU

Boiinsa BHYTpb, OHa cpa3y ke 3aMeThia OTKPBITHIII YEMOJaH U JIeKallMil B HEM KOMIIBIOTED.
BnaxeHHas ynplOKa TYT ke pacTsHY/Iach Ha e€ JmIe.

"3T0 OBLIO CIUIIKOM MPocTOo!"

[Nomoiias K yeMonaHy, OHa JI0CTajia KOMITBIOTED, OTKPBLIA €r0 U yCenach Ha Kpai KpoBaTy.

"Eciu oH enié u He 3amaposieH..."

Ho Her, Kak TOJIbKO 9KpaH 3aropesics, nepeq e€ ria3aMu BBICKOUMIIO OKOIIKO /IJIS 3arOTHEHU ST
naposisi. Copu yCMeXHYIach.

"3T10 OBLIO OBbI CIUIIIKOM XOpoIo!"

JloctaB MaJieHbKYIO (PJIEIIKY, OHa BCTaBUJIA €€ B Pa3bEéM M Havasa *kJaaTb. Uepe3 CekyHIy Ha
9KpaHe MOSIBUIMCh OKHA, B KOTOPBIX CO CKOPOCTBHIO CBETA, MEHSUIUCH ThICSUM 1 p. MrHoBeHue - u
HYXHBIA TTApOJTh OBUT TOA00paH.

"Bot u Bce!"

[onkmounBimch K kKommbioTepy Kupana, aeBylika yxe coOpanach YCTAHOBUTH IIPOrpaMMy
TSI CIIEKKH 32 BCEMH ero JercTBUsIMU. Ho BAPYT ITTyXO0it 3BYK 3BYK OTKpPBIBAIOIIEHCS B HOMED JBEPH,
nipepai e€. Cogu B3apOrHya.

"Yepr!"

OHa 4yTh HaKJIOHWJIACh BIEPEN, PUCITYIINBASICh K 3BYKaM 32 JBEPBIO.

"Kt0-TO npuiuén B Homep!"

BhICTpO OTKITI0UMB CBOE 000PYIOBaHUE OT KOMITBIOTEPA, AEBYIIIKA 3aXJIOMHYJIA €r0 1 MOJIOKHIIIA
Ha MecTo. TUX0 MOAKPaBIINCH K BEPH, OHA BCIYIIUBAIACH, MTBITASICh TTOHATh, KTO 9TO MOXET OBITh.
MyKckue ronoca npuOIMKaInuch, ¥ OHA TOHSJIA, YTO OONMagaTesI TUX TOJIOCOB UAYT B CTOPOHY
CTIJIBHHU.

"Ho 3neck 51! VI oHM He JOMKHBI MeHs1 yBUAETh!"

Codu Hauana cyIopOXKHO Bpallaelllb T0JI0BOWM U OCTAaHOBMJIACh TOJILKO TOT/A, KOTA YBHUEIa
BBIXOJ1 Ha OAJIKOH.

[Non6exaB k HeMy, OHa OBICTPO IOPKHYJA B MPUOTKPBITHIE pa3/IBHKHBIC JBEPH M Cpasy ke
OKa3aJiach Ha JOBOJBLHO MPOCTOPHOM JIOMkHHU. [TprkaBIIMCh K CTeHe, eBYIIKAa MHCTUHKTUBHO KaK
MOXHO CHJIbHEE BTSIHYJIA KHUBOT, CJIOBO TBITAsICh CIUTHCS C JOPOTUM KUPITUYOM, KOTOPHIM OBLIH
BBUIOKEHBI BCE CTEHBI TOTO HOMEpa.

"Bot uépr!..Yept! UYepr!" - mpicnenHo pyrasiack Codu. OHa noaHsIa 1ja3a B He0O U cxana
ryOBbl, CTapasiCh yHATH OEIIeHO KooTsIeecs ceparie. JBepb B CHaIbHIO OTKPbLIACH U TOI0CA, KOTOPHIE
AEBYIIIKA CIIBIIIAIA paHee, pa3aaiich OTYETINBEE.

- Tel 3H2E11IL, KHpaH, B 3TOM ropojie MHOTO JIOfIed, KOTOPbIe TOTOBBI Ha BCE, YTOOBI 3AITOTYYUTh
"Grand Casino" - 3TOT ro0c ObIJT HU3KUI ¥ HEMHOTO B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM.

- ilmeHHO moaTOMY 1 M MOKymaio ero, Briaj. - XolnoaHo oTBeyan Apyrou.

Codu cBena OpoBH U TIOKAaYajia roJIOBOMA.

n
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"Ito oH. Kupan Mépdu. U on nokynaer Grand Casino? Ckopo B 3TOM ropojie He OCTaHeTCs
HUYEro, YToObl He MPUHAIIeKAIO emy!"

Crapasch ObITh KaK MOXHO THIIIE, AEBYIIIKA MMPOJODKMJIA CIYIIATh pa3roBop. To M oT nepe-
M30BbITKA a/IPEHATMHA, TO JIM TIPOCTO OT TIIYTMOCTH, OHA YyTh HAKJIOHUJIACh, YTOOBI 3arJISTHYTh B HOMEP.
Kupan Hamin 6ypOoH B J1Ba XpyCTaJIbHBIX CTaKaHA U MPOTSIHYJ OAWH CBOEMY coOeceTHUKY. TOT mpsii
HAIlUTOK U3 €r0 PYK U CKa3a:

- Trl yBepeH, uTo TeOe HYKHbI HOBBIC Bparu?

- Bparu? - yyTh ynuBuBIuch, otBeTs1 Méppu. OqHaKko BblpakeHUE ero LA OYTH He u3Me-
HUJIOCh. - Y MEHS HeT BparoB!

- Tol Tak gymaernn?

- Ito npasga. A npocro nenawo To, 4To yMew. Kakoe MHe A€o A0 Tex, KoMy 4TO-TO He Hpa-
BuTcsl! Eciii y HUX HE XBaTaeT MO3IOB, YTOOBI MOMYUYHThH JKelaeMoe, 3T0 He Most ipodiiema. - Kupan
CTOSLJ1 POBHO U CIIOKOWHO, IJIsiIsl MPSIMBIM B3MIsiA0M Ha Brnana.

- Kak 3Haemb. - otBeTr1 TOT. - [IpocTo s ciibiian MakcBe1 oueHb 3071 Ha TeOs elnié ¢ TeX 1op,
Kak ThI CKYIIJT OOJIBINYIO YacTh HeaBrkuMocTy B Jlac-Berace.

Kupan nogomeén k okHy u nomupe packpbul aeepu. Codu caenana mar B CTOPOHY U TYT ke
yriepsiach OeIpoM B CTEKJIsTHHBIE Mepuia. VIcyraHHO BTSIHYB BO3/YX, OHA YK€ IPUTOTOBUIIACH OBITh
packpoitoii. Ho Mépdu He Bbiiien Ha OaJIKOH, a OCTJICS CTOSITh B HOMEpE ¥ CMOTPETh Yepe3 OTKPhI-
TO€ OKHO Ha MEpPLAIOIIUI OTHSIMHU T'OpPO/,.

- 1 mokynato Grand Casino, Biaz. - moBTopui oH. - DT0 He 00CykKIaeTCs.

CrenaB I7I0TOK U3 CTaKaHa, OH OTBEPHYJICS OT OKHA.

- Thl MOXe1Ib UATU. 3aliMKUCh BCEMHU (POPMaIbHOCTSMU. 3aBTpa Mbl IIOAIUILEM TOKYMEHTHI.

- Xopoio, Kupas. - nociyiHo orseTus1 Biajl, moctaBui CTakad Ha CTOJ U MOJIOIIEN K ABEPH.
B nocreaHuii MOMEHT OH OCTaHOBMIICSI M, OOEPHYBIIKCh, CHOBa oOpartuiicsi K Kupany:

- Thl €€ cycTHUILbCS K CBOUM TOCTSIM?

Meéppu cHoBa 0TBEpHYJICS K OKHY. Ero B3misi1 HEBO3MYTUMO B3Wpall Ha ropof, ero ropod. Ox
TUXO B3J0XHYI. Tak Tuxo, 4ro gaxe Codu, crosias COBCEM PSAAOM HE YCIbIIIANA 3TOTO B3J0Xa.

- ThI %€ 3Haellb. - TUXO OTBevasl OH Biagy. - f ycrpamBaio 3TOT CIIEKTAKJIb TOJIBKO ISl TOTO,
YTOOBI BCE 9T TapaKaHBI 3HAM, KOMY OHH 00sI3aHbI CBOUMH YCTIEXaMHU.

Heponrasa nay3a noBuciia B Bo3ayxe npexe, 4em Biag orBeTui.

- KoneuHo.

He roBopsi 6osnbine HY crioBa, Biian ckpbuics 3a 1Bepbio, ocTaBuB KupaHa B ropoM, Tak eHHU-
MOM UM OJINHOYECTBE.

Codu nouty He nepecraa AblIATh , 3aMEPEB HA MECTE U M30 BCEX CHJI CTapasiCh CIUTHCS CO
CTEHON WJIM MPOCTO PaCTBOPUTHCS B HOUM. Bcero B mosymerpe OT €€ yxa OTYETIMBO CJIBIIIAIOCH
MO3BSKMBAHUE KYCOUYKOB Jibjla B cTakaHe MEpdu, Korja oH clienai eme OauH I0TOK.

"OH uTO He YUIET oTciona?!..» - B MaHUKe MojAyMasia JIeByIIKa. - «YTo ke MHe Jienath?"

OHa 4yTh OTKJIOHWJIACh B CTOPOHY, BBIIJISbIBAS 3a Mepriia OaJIKOHA U OIIEHUBAs CBOU IIIAHCHI
Ha BBDKMBAHUE B CITyvyae MaJeHusl.

"IIlaHchl HyNEBBIE..." - (DaTaJIBHBIN TOJIOC B €€ TOJIOBE YKe ObLT TOTOB K MPOIIAJIbHON PEeUH.

Kak pa3 B aToT MOMeHT, Korna Codu yxe pasbirpaia B CBOEi ToJI0Be CIIeHApHU COOCTBEHHOM
CMEPTH, CpeIr KOTOPBIX ObLIO MajieHue ¢ 34 Taxa, CMepTh OT KaK/Ibl, €CITU eHl MPUAETCs CUAETh Ha
9TOM OaJIKOHE HECKOJIBKO JIHeW M HeTTOCPEAICTBEHHO YOMICTBO CaMbIM OMTACHBIM Y€JI0BEKOM BO BCEM
ropofie, HEOKUAAHHO pasjascs TUxuii rosoc. Ero ronoc.

- U kTO THI TaKasA?

CIOKOMHBIN, XOJIOAHBIN, YyTh YCTABIINH, OH SIBHO OOpaInajcs IMeHHO K Hell. Beé emé comue-
BasICh, IEBYIIIKA UCITYTaHHO OTKPbLIA I71a3a U TIOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY, IIe AOJIKEH OB CTOSITH
Meépdu. Ho ero Tam He ObUTO, OH He BBIIIE Ha OAJIKOH, a, CTaJI0 ObITh, HE MOT BUJIETD €€.

"MoxeT oH pocTo 1o Tenaedony ropoput!.."- ¢ Hagexaou nogymana Codu.
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- Moxerib BOWTH, pa3 yXK Thl yKe 3[1ech?.. - CHOBa IpousHeéc Mépdu.

Codu Haxmypuiach B 3ameniatesbctBe. CMech cTpaxa U JIOOIBITCTBA OXBATHIIO e€.

"OH Besib He cTay OBl TaK CIIOKOWHO TOBOPHUTH CO B3JIOMIIUKOM. Beapb Tak?.." - BcE eme npo-
JOJIKasi CJIMBAThCS CO CTEHOM, pa3IyMbIBaJia JEBYIIKA.

BnesariHo BeIcOKasi MyxcKas (purypa, TEMHasI U HETOCTHKUMAsI, KaKk cama HOYb, [IarHyJ1a BIie-
pén u ocranoBwics psaom ¢ Codu.

[oBepHYB rosoBy, OHa MOTEPSIHHO MOCMOTpPESIa HA MY KYMHY psiIoM ¢ coOoi. BOmu3u oH noka-
3aJics et enié Oosee TaIeKuM, YeM Ha paccTossHUH. Ero nuimo He BbIpakaso BoOOIe HUKAKUX SMO-
1uid. Takoe 4yBCTBO, YTO €ro He MOIJIO 3a1eTh H1uero. Jlaxke To, YTO OHa, COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMAasI
IEBYIIIKA, CTOsIIA 3/1€Ch, Ha OAJIKOHE ero MPEe3UICHTCKOTO JIIOKCA, JaXe 9TO COBEPIIEHHO HE YAUBJISIIO
Y HE BO3MYLIAJIO €rO0.

He cBoms Gonpiiux wucmyraHHbix a3 ¢ ero Jymna, Codu crapajnach He ABUTATbCS, OT
Yero TOJIBKO CHJIbHEEe HAalOMHMHAJIA MaJICHBKOTO 3BEpbKa, TOMAaBIIEro B Jambl XUIIHUKA. BbDkIaB
HECKOJIBKO CeKyH/I, Oy/ITO J1aBast €l BO3MOXHOCTh ITPUBLIKHYTh K cebe, Mépdu THXO MPOU3HEC :

- A Tenepb Thl BOWAEIIb B HOMEP U Oy/eIlb TOBOPHTH.

2.

Her nuuero moxoro B crpaxe. CTpax - 9TO MeXaHW3M, MO3BOJISIONIMN KUBOMY CYIIECTBY
BbUKUTb. OH MOOMJIM3YET Hac, eJIaeT CIIyX OCTpee, a TeJIO0 BHIHOCIIMBEE.

Codwu He pa3 ucnbIThIBAIA 3TO YyBcTBO. CHavasa, CIOBHO OCTPBI HINMUJIb BOH3A€TCS B KUBOT,
3aCTaBJisAsl PE3KO BBIJOXHYTb. 3aTeM, BpeMsi OyITO 3aMe[yisieTcsl M MOXHO YJIOBUTH JIake CaMylo
HE3HAYUTEIbHYIO MEJIOUb.

Bor u ceituac. B3rsag Codwu ynan Ha 1o O1ecka HauuineHHsle OotnHku Mepdu. Vneanbhbie,
CJIOBHO HAJIEThiE B TMEPBBIA pa3, TEMHO-KOPUYHEBbIE, MO IBET IJIa3 Biajesbla, okcdopasl. Codu
3alyMaJach:

«Wnm 310 nepou?.. Y okcopnoB OTKpbITasi ITHYPOBKA WX HET. ..»

CTpaHHO, HO MBICJIH O TOM, KaK MMEHHO HA3bIBAIOTCSI OOTHMHKM 3TOTO OIMACHOTO YEeIOBEKa, B
Yeil HoMep OHa MpoOpasiach, 3a00THIIM e€ OOJIbIIe, YeM TO, UTO C Hel OyleT Jasbiie. YJIOBUB ceOs
Ha TIATeJIbHOM OOyMBIBaHUM 3TOrO Boripoca, Codu cKoH(DYKeHHO cBesla OpOBH.

«Kakas paznuiia, uto y Hero 3a 6otuHku?! O "yem BooOirie s gymao?.. OH ceiiuac mpoCcTpesuT
MHE T'OJIOBY, a 5 TIBITAI0Ch BCTIOMHHUTH TO, Y€ro TOJIKOM M He 3HAI. . .»

Jlepensmuii qyiry roioc npepBal BHYTPEHHUE METaHUS AEBYIIIKH:

— JlagHo, 51 nonsu1. OcTaHeMcs 371ech

Pa3zmepennsivMu maramu Kvipan rmozionién k crosiimemy psiioM Kpecity, HeCIEIIHO PacCTerHy T
MYTOBUITY Ha Muaxake u cex. OH 9yTh MPUIIOAHSLT MOAOOPOIOK, OKUABIBAS IEBYIIKY KAaKUM-TO CKY-
YoM, HO BMECTE C TeM, BCE e, HEMHOTO 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

Codwu Kpenko mprkaza CyMOUKY K TPy | eIié OOJIbIle MPIITbHY/IA K XOJIOHOU CTEHE.

“CHOKOWHO. .. Ecii OH 10 CHX TIOp He IPUKOHYMWII MEHS, eCTh ITIaHC, YTO BCE 000MAETCS.”

Ha kakoe-To oueHb KOpOTKOE MTHOBEHHE €11 J1aKe CTaJIO Ka3aThCsl, YTO €M YIaCTCs BBIATU CYXOW
U3 3TUX BOJ, B KOTOpPBIE OHA TaK He MpeaylpeauTenbHo Bomria. Ho Kak TOMbKO ceKyHaHast pagocTh
paszbmiack 0 xoyoiHOe BbipaskeHue mia Kupana Mépdwu, cTpax, KMBOTHBIH CTpax, BEPHYJICS.

Codu cpazy ke BCIOMHUJIA O TOM, YTO HUYETrO U3 3a[yMaHHOTO el TaK U He YJaJIoCh Mpoje-
nate. dJelika ¢ mporpaMmon-clie; kKo MUPHO IMOKOUJIACh B €€ TIOHOIIIEHHON CyMOUKe. A 4YeJloBeK,
3a KOTOPBIM 3Ta CJIEKKa JOJKHA Oblla ObITh YCTAHOBJIEHA, CUEN HAITPOTUB M BBIKUIAIOIIE CMOTPEI
Ha HeeE.

“Ox, Hy u komMap! { Belb He ycresa HUYero CKOIMpPOBaTh ¢ KOMIbIOTEpPA 3TOro 3acpaHiial
3HauNT MeHs TaK WK UHaue yoboT. Vimm oH, uimm cam muctep Keio...”

CJOBHO CUMTBHIBasi CKOPOCTh U TIAHKKY €€ MbIciiei, KupaH nmpuinypusicst 1 Hayaa rOBOPUTb:

— Taxk T O1HA U3 3TUX ..
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Co6paB BCIO CBOIO TIO/IaBJIEHHYIO XHM3HBIO BOMIO B Ky/ak, Codu MojHsIa 11a3a ¥ IOCMOTpesia
npsmo B o Mépdu, Ho Huuero He oTBeTwi1a. KupaH pa3o4apoBaHHO XMBIKHYIL.

— Cymiaid, 3a MOCeHIO HeJes0 Y MeHs ObLIO MATH NepesieToB. Mol opraHus3m MpocTo He
MOHMMAET B KAKOM YaCOBOM IOsice HaXOOWTCs. S BUXKY, THl HE Kakas-TO MpodeCCUOHabHAS KIJI-
Jiepiia Wid HIIMUMOHKA. .. A, eClIM U TaK, TO y TeOs IJIOXH JeJia, TOTOMY YTO Thl a0COIOTHO MpOHe-
MIPUTO/IHA.

[Mouemy-T1o ot 3TUX c1oB Cou mouyBcTBOBAIA CeOsI OCKOPOJICHHOM.

“Ila 4TO OH BOOOIIE 3HaeT 000 MHe?!..”

— Tak 4Tto, THI OIHA U3 TEX MOJOYMHBIX, KOTOPBIE CTPOSIT BOJIIEOHBIN HOBBII MUD?

[Tpe3penuie u camoi0BOJIbHASI HACMEIIKA ITPOCKOJIb3HYIU B rojioce Mépcu. OH npoBen Jiaao-
HBIO IO CBOEH MIETUHUCTOM ITIeKe U YTOMJIEHHO BJOXHYJI HOuHOM Bo3ayX. [1aza Codu pacimpuiiuch
OT OCO3HAHUS, YTO ITOT YEJIOBEK Ha CaMOM JieJie 3HaJI O Hell 4yTh OOJIbIlie, YeM OHa JTyMaJa.

[Tocne Henosroy nayssl, HAIOJTHEHHbBIA TSKENBIMUA HENOCTYNHbIMU 1Sl BoctipusaTus Codu,
MmblciissMu Kupana Mépdu u mymom roposa, oH OBEPHYII I'OJIOBY M BHOBb IIOCMOTpes Ha Hee. OHa
yXe He 4yBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl B ONTACHOCTH, HO OYTO 10 MHEPIUH MPOOIIKAA AyMaTh, YTO € CTPAIITHO.
Meéppu cmepui e€ Gpurypy OTCTpaHEHHBIM B3[JIS1JOM M KUBHYJI.

— Tlonsn. 3Haunt 51 He onmoOcs. He xouy TeOsi paccTpanBaTh, HO MUP MPOTHMIJI HACTOJNBKO,
YTO YK€ HUYTO €r0 HE CITIACET.

Ero HM3Kui, TaKoil CIIOKOMHBIH, HO IIPY 9TOM BJIACTHBINA U YTPOKAIOLIE ONACHBII I0J10C, OAEeH-
crBoBast Ha Cocu crpanHo. Kazasnock, uto oH nayk uiu 3Meit. OH CJIOBHO Obl Me/IJIEHHO BBOIUT CBOW
i1, OT KOTOPOTO KePTBA YCIIOKAUBAETCS U TEPSIET BCAKYIO OMUTEIBHOCTb.

Codu npogomkaia MOT4YaTh U pacCMaTpUBATh CBOETO BU3ABU.

Kupan He criermm.

3aKMHYB HOT'Y Ha HOTY, OH JIOCTaJI U3 BHYTPEHHEro KapMaHa OJIeCTSIINI cepeOpsHbIi TTOPTCH-
rap 1 OTKpbLI ero. Bc€ 9To BpeMst OH CMOTpeIT MCKITIOUUTENBHO Ha CTOSIIYI0 HAIPOTHUB AEBYIIKY. Ero
B3IJIsA]] OCTABAJICS CTIOKOMHBIM, a TeJio pacciadnenHsiM. Ho mouemy-to Codu mpojiokaia 4yBCTBO-
BaThb, YTO HAXOAUTCS TIO]] CAMBIM XKECTKAM KOHTPOJIEM, Ha KOTOPHIN TOJIBKO CIIOCOOEH YeJIOBEK.

“ N He yenoBek?..”

— TBo€ ums?

M3-3a TOro, Kak OH 3TO CKa3aJl, OHa BAPYT MOYyBCTBOBaNA ce0s Tak, KaK yKe JaBHO HE UyB-
cTBoBaja. M 3T0 OBLIO HEMPUSATHO.

“Kak Oynro MeHs1 oTOpOCHIIO Ha JecsTh JieT Hazan...Yépra-c qBa, s Oydy muiscaTh IO ero
OYIKY, TOCIYIIHO OTBevasl Ha Bce BONpochl!..”

[MogHsB MOOOOPOIOK, OHA CMeJIO IIOCMOTpeia B raza Mépdwu u oTBeTHIa:

— Pa3sBe 310 BaxkHO?

B razax Kupana npomesbkHyIa TeHb YAUBJIEHHS M HacMenKku. Ho 1o Jumiiioch Bcero MrHo-
BEHME, M0CJIE YEero ero JIMIO BHOBb MPHHSIIO OOBIYHOE XOJIOTHOE BhIPaKEHHE.

— He BaxHo.

JlocTaB ofiHy curapery W3 moprcurapa, oH ooxBarui e€ rydamu u, He cBous ¢ Codu rmaza,
TIPUKYPHJL.

C KakMM-TO OTpelIeHHbIM CIIOKOMCTBHEM OH BTATMBAJ JbIM U 3aTE€M BBIITyCKaJl ero. BriepBrie
C TeX IMOp KaK OH BHIIIEJ Ha OAJIKOH, OH BAPYT OTBeJ B3MIAA B ctopoHy. Codu cpazy mouyBCTBOBaJIA
YTO-TO Bpoze odneryeHusi. Mépdu oTBepHYJIcs U 6e3ydacTHO mocMoTpen Ha ropod. Ero rasa, kazas-
IIAeCs IO STOrO TOJBbKO XOJIOMHBIMH, Tereph MOKA3aIUCh JEBYIIKE OYeHb YCTABIIMMH U HEMHOTO
MEeYTbHBIMH.

Codu 3ameTnia 310, HO TYT K€ MBICJICHHO YIIUTTHYJIA ceOsl.

“Het. Bo3MOXHO, 3TO ¥ €CTh CTOKTOJIBMCKHIA CHHIIPOM. I HaJesisiio ero 4eJ0BeUeCKUMHU Kave-
CTBaMH, B TO BPeMsI, KAK OH IIPOCTO Pa3sMBbIIUISET B KAKOM MOpsiiKe OyIeT pacCwIMHATh MOE Telo. ..”
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Ho nonras nmaysa u HenpuHykaeHHast o3a Kupana Bcé ke BCesii Kakoe-TO YyBCTBO Oe3-
omnacHoctH. [Tomxa yronok ryo, Codu 3amymanach:

“Xors, eci ObI OH XOTeJI, OH YK€ UTO-TO c/iesaj Obl CO MHOM. ..”

OTTONKHYBIIKCH OT CTEHBI, JIEBYIIKA BBINPSIMUIACh. KupaH mpoaoykall CMOTPETh Ha TOpPO,
naxe He 0OpaTUB BHUMAHUS Ha 3Ty HEAOIYCTUMYIO BOJTBHOCTb.

— 3Haerb. . .3T0 yObeT TeOs. - Kak 6ynro co ctoporst Codu yebiiaia cBO HEMHOTO ClIaB-
JIeHHbIN rosioc. Ho, CJIOBHO MpOIIybBasi, HACKOJIBKO JAaJIeKO OHA MOKET 3aiTH, CMEJIO CMOTpesia Ha
Meépdu.

OH uIb U3aJT CIABJICHHBIA CMEIIIOK U TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY .

“Ecnu ceituac oH mpocTo cOpOCHT MeHs ¢ OaKOoHa - s 3TO 3acyxkuia. [IpaBuio Homep onuH
- HE y4H TOrO, KTO MOXET cJlomMaTh Tebe xpeder!”

Kupan monmya norymmi curapery, nogHsuicsi ¢ mecta u nogoiuen k Cogpu. OctaHOBUBIINUCH B
KaKHX-TO JIECSTU CAHTUMETPAX OT He€, OH UyTh HAKJIOHUJICSL.

OT Hero naxJjo JpeBeCHBIM NMap@oMoM, TEPIKUM TaOaKOM U COJIBIO.

Codu uyTh HanpsAraack, HO Aake He APOTHYJA, KOT/Ia OH HAKJIOHUJICS K €€ JIUILY.

— Vxomum.

Kapkoe, Bnaxnoe apixanne MEpdu MoIoCHyIo AEBYIIKY 1O JIMILY, CIOBHO NomeunHa. OHa
TIO/IHSIIA TJ1a3a, YTOOBI B3ISHYTh Ha Hero. OH Bce cMoTpest Ha Hee. CMOTped Tak, YTo el CTAHOBUJIOCH
HEYIOTHO.

Ho BmecTo Toro, 4ro 6sl mociymars ero u yirtu, Codu npopomkana crosath Ha Mecte. YTo-To
He ormnyckaso e€. Eil xorenoch yilTi, HO OHa He XOTesa JiesaTh TO MPsMO ceiuac.

BrikaaB napy cexyna, Kupan XMbIKHY 1 OTCTpaHIICS. BpocHB Ha IeBYIIIKY KOPOTKUH B3IJIsI],
OH BoI11EN B cBoM HOMep. Cou pacTepssHHO cMOTpeJia Ha Y4yTh OKAYUBAIOLTYIOCS IIITOPY

“OH npocTo Tak otiyckaeT MeHs?..Kupan Mepdu HuUero He craHeT genatb co MHOM?!..

Uro-To moxoxee Ha pazoyapoBaHue oBiaesno eil. Ho Beap 310 He Morsio ObITh OHO. He morna
K€ OHA PacCTPOUTCS M3-3a TOTO, UTO YEJIOBEK, YOMBAIOIINX BCEX, KTO CMEET HapyIlaTh €ro mpaBuia,
HE CcJIeJTall 3TOro U ¢ Hel. XOTs JoJIKeH Obu!

Omna BoluIa B KOMHATY U MOLUIA B TOCTUHHYIO, KyJ BeJl UIei}, OCTaBJIEHHBIN TEPIKUM Map-
¢promom 1 3anaxom koxu Kupana.

Meépdu yxe cumen B OONBIIOM KOXKAHOM Kpeciie M, COBEpIIEHHO He oOpariasi BHUMaHHs Ha
crosimnyio nocpeau komHarel Cou, moTUpan ycTapIlve 11a3a.

— IIpoctute! - OHAa HEYBEPEHHO OKJIMKHYJIA €T0

OH MeIeHHO MTOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY M CO B3JJOXOM CKa3aJ:

— Yro?

2

— U BbI HUUero He czenaere?

— A 4T0 THI XOU€lllb, YTO OBl 5 caenan?

— Hy...ne 3Ha0!

[Tocre:

Kupan cmotpen Bc€ Tak ke OecctpactHO. Ero mpsiMoil ¥ paBHOMYIIHBIA B3IJISI B3bIBAT K
KaKUM-TO ApeBHUM MHCTUHKTaM. Coy XOTeJ0Ch KpUYaTh, IJIAKaTh, CMESThCS U KaTaThCs TIO TIOIY.
CrnoBom, crienath BCE, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTh STOTO YeJIOBEKa ObITh MOXOKMUM Ha YeJIOBEKa.

Ho 310 6B110 HeBO3MOXHO. EMy ObL10 TUTeBaTh. M Ha He€ 1 Ha TO, 4TO OHA 37ech 3a0bl1a. Ero
HE IyTaJl ¥ He CMYIIaJI HUKTO U HUYTO.

— JIBepb Tam.

KuBHYB B CTOPOHY BBIXO/a, OH OTBEPHYJICS M YCTABUJICS HA OTOHb, YIOTHO TIOTPECKUBAIOIIHIA
B KaMUHE.

[Tapy cexynn Codu cMoTpesia Ha 3acCThIBIIYIO (PUTypy YeJIOBeKa HAIPOTHUB.

CJIOBHO KaMeHHas CTaTysl, OH ObUT CIIOKOeH U HeJBrXuM. Kazanock, 4To OH Jaxe He JIBIIINT.
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Codu cBena OpoBM BMeCTe M MOJTYA BBINLIA U3 HOMEpa. Yke B KOPUIOpPEe OHA OCTAHOBUJIACH
HAIPOTUB JIBEPH U B3JJOXHYIIA.

Cepaiie, CIIOBHO OXUBIIIee MOCe KOMBI, HepBHO 3a0mtock. Tombko ceituac Codu no-HacTos-
eMy TOHsIIa, KaK OJIM3KO OHA CTOsIIa K KPalo MPOIACcTH M KaK YJauyHO BCE 3aKOHYMUIIOCH.

“s1 B mopsipke. S B 6e3omacHoCTH, U 3TO TaBHOe. {1 B mopsake!”

JIBIITIaTh CTAHOBMIIOCH Jierde XOTsI Obl yKe OT OfIHOM 3To¥ Mbicii. Ho rie-To BHYTpH 3apok-
JIaJICsL PYTOM CTpax.

“Ho uTto ckaxet muctep Kpio Ha TO, UTO 51 HE BBINOJIHWIA CBOE 3aJaHue. ..”

3.

Houb nporina B nonycHe. Cogu HUKaK He Moria ycHYTh. OHa MOCTOSIHHO TOHslIa B TOJIOBE,
4TO cKaxeT mucTepy Kbio, Kak ormpaB/iaet To, 4To He cymesia JOOBITh XOTh KaKyl0-TO HH(OPMAIIUIO.
Jla, oHa 6eckoHEYHO MHOTO TyMasa 06 3toM. Ho elrie el HUKaK He yIaBajioch MOHATh, moyemy Kupan
Mepdwu Tak sierko ormyctui e€. Ho oTBeToB He ObLIO.

VY1po 6puto He Menee OecriokoiiHbM. CTost y nBepu, Beayen B “Jlom oka”, Codu HEpBHO
MOCTYKMBAJIA MOAYIIEUKaMU TIAJIbLIEB TI0 CBOeMy Oe/ipy, CJIOBHO HauTphiBas Ha (DOPTENHMaHO KaKylo-
TO MEJIOJHMIO.

BHe3zanHo Bepbh OTKPBUIACh U TPO3HBINA TOJIOC, PA3HOCAIIUICS TI0 KAMEHHOMY XOJLTY, TTO3Bal
ec.

— Bxoau.

Caenas riryookwmii B1ox, Cocu miporia BHYTph. Jlo 9Toro MoMeHTa oHa ObIBaJia 3[eCh JIUIIh
ofHaxbl. POBHO AecsTh JieT Ha3aa. B HOUb, Korja e€ )u3Hb pa3aeniach Ha revaabHoe “10” U BeJu-
Koe “rociie”. YIMBUTEIbHO, HO BCE 3/71eCh Ka3aJI0Ch TOUHO TaKUM ke, Kak u Toraa. CtaTyu, CBUCalo-
I1ie CO CTeH U I'PO3HO BLIEMMBIIUECS B HE€ B3MIAIOM. 3arax caHjaaia u Oepramora, MpOIUTABIIAIA
JIOCKYTBI, 3aMEHSIOIIHE TO JIA ITOPHI, TO JIA MIEPETOPOIKU Mek 1y cTeHamMu. “Ilom OKa” - Tak Ha3bIBa-
J0ck 310 MecTo. Hukro u3 sxuteneit oomunabl OKyiyc Jlourc He MpUXOIUI ciofia pocTo Tak. Heko-
TOpbIe He OBLTM 3/IECh HU Pa3y 3a BCE BpeMsI CyIIIeCTBOBAHUS X MaJIeHbKoro oomectBa. A oHa, Codu,
BOT y’e BTOPOU pa3 CTosiIa 3/1eCh, ¥ 3TO HEBOJILHO HAIOJTHSIIO ee YLy TOPIOCTHIO U TPETIETOM.

JleByIiKa BHUMATEILHO OIJIsi/IeNiach 1o cropoHaM. Ho, Kak u gecATs JieT Ha3al, psAAOM HUKOTO
He ObUT0. ToMBKO rosoc.

— Caguce, Codu. Jla aHucnionuier Tede OKO BCEHUCIIESAIONINIA CBET.

Codu mocyHo onmycTHIaCh Ha XOJIOIHBIA MPAMOPHBIN TIOJT U TIPUHSIIa TOKOPHYIO To3y. Tak
BCer/ia Hy’KHO BCerjia MpH BCTpede ¢ TeMu, KTo mpuommsmicsa Kk Oky. A muctep Kbio ObuT K HeMy,
HECOMHEHHO, OJvke BceX. VIMEHHO OH BBICTPOMJI MX OOIIECTBO. [ apMOHUYHO-Pa3BUTHIC OTHOIICHUS,
0e3yKOpU3HEHHO-PA00TAIOIINE MEXaHU3MBbI, 00ECTIeYMBAIOIIIE BCEM TO0CTaTOK 1 KoMpopTt. [Toka uto
Okxyiyc 3aHAMaJT Bcero KBapTaj. XOpoIo OXpaHseMast TEPPUTOPHS C HECKOJIIbKUMU AeCATKAMU YIOT-
HBIX JJOMHKOB, CBOEH aJMUHUCTpAIIUEH, TeaTPOM, IITKOJION U OOJLHUILIEH.

ITo dakty, oHn OBUTM MaJICHBKMM TOCYAapCTBOM B TOpOJIe, MPUHAJICKAIIEM JPYyroMy Tocy-
JapcTBy. Bpems OT BpeMeHU BJIaCTH TBITATKCH ClIeNIaTh YTO-TO, YTOOB M3THATh UX, HO UM eIIé HU
pasy 3TOro He yaaaocCh.

Codu xxaana, korga muctep Kuio 3aroBoput. OHa, Kak 1 Bce OCTajIbHbIe, HU Pa3y He BUJIEa ero.
Ho, xak u 1pyrue, 4yBCTBOBaja UTo UX COMMKAET YTO-TO HANOIOOME POJICTBA, TOJIBKO HE KPOBHOTO,
a TyXOBHOTO.

Henw3s ckazarts, uyro Codu Bepria Bo BC€, UTO MPOIMOBeI0BaH 371ech. Ho 310 MecTo nopapusio
el cemMblo, aJio el JoM, py3eid, oOpa3oBaHKe U MHOTOe Jipyroe. Eciiu Obl He 9TH JTI0/Iv, BO3MOKHO,
ceiiuac e€ Obl ¥ BOBCE He OBLIO B JKUBBIX.

— Kak Bcé nporuio Buepa, Codpu?

— Boo6itie-T0. . .Boo0111e-10 He 04eHb - HECMEIO OTBETIIIA OHA.

— IlpaBna?

11
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— Ha, mue xanb. Ho Mepdu BepHyJics panbliiie. [ cripsitaiach, HO OH Hailies MeHs1. Sl Hudero
HE ycriena.

— U xak 1b1 ynuia?

— OH OTIyCTUJI MeHs.

— IlpaBna?

B ronoce mucrepa Kpio nociislanoch yauBJIeHUE.

— Jla. - He meHee ynuBna€HHO oTBevasia Codu. - OH MPOCTO OTIMYCTUIT MEHSI.

— Yro xk...3T0 X0porto. S Ob He XOTel, YTOOBI ¢ TOOOU YTO-HUOY/Ib CITYyYHIIOCh.

Ha mruoenue mucrep Kpio 3amomyan. KomHara norpy3uwiack B 3a[yMUYMBYIO TUIIMHY, HAIO-
MUHAIOIIYI0 OJIarOroBeiHOe MOTYaHKe, HATOTHSIONIEee MpOoCTpaHcTBO Xpama. Codu MOKOPHO Ory-
CTHWJIA TOJIOBY M 3aKpbUIa I71a3a

— 3HauuT, Tl ObUIA TAM, HO HUYErO He CMOIJIa cleiaTh. Y HAC MO MpeKHEMY HEeT HUKAKOW
uHpopMaIu 0 TOM, Kakue T1ansl y Mépdu.

— Boo0re-To. ..

Codwu npepBajia pa3MbliuieHus1 Muctepa Kpio, pe3ko BCKOUMB C MecTa.

Ero ronoc 3atux, OyATO BHIKHIAS.

Codu 3HaIa OTHO, OHA JOJIKHA OBITH OTKPOBEHHOU ¢ MricTepoM Kbio. OHa He MoHMMaIa, YemM
MMEHHO yrpoxaem ooiyHe Mepdu, HO cribliasia He pa3, Kak 3TOT YeIOBEK OMaceH U KecToK. Tak
yto, ecnii OKynycy HyxHa Jiro0as uHpopmaius o Hem, a oHa, Codu, Biageer e, JIydlie BbUIOKHUTh
BCE KaK eCTb.

— 4 Koe-4TO chblIaa, moKa Mpsrajach TaM. - HaKOHell, CKa3aja OHa.

— 370 XO0pOoI110. ITO OYEHb XOPOIIIO. - B Tojioce MucTepa Kblo mpoMenbKHyJIa HOTKa HaJeK bl
- 1 4ro xe o cabimana, Cogu? - Cripocu OH.

— CeronHs1 OH coOMpaeTcs MOANMcaTh JOKyMeHTH Ha MOoKynky Grand Casino.

— Bor kak!

— Ja.

— Xopottio, uto Thl ckazana, Cogu. 3HaUUT, OH MPOIOIKAET CKyNaTh BCE B TOM rOpPOJIe.

Mucrep Kblo cHOBa 3aMommyast. 1o MoTyaHue ObLIO HAMOIHEHO pasMbliuieHussMu. Cou uyB-
CTBOBaJIa, KaK Cy/I0POKHO padOTAIOT M3BIJIMHBI B TOJIOBE CTAPEHIIINHBL. XOTsI OHAa HUKOT/Ia He BHea
ero, B CBOel rojioBe OHa JaBHO HapucoBaa ero oopas. [lns Codu muctep Kbio ObLT B3pOCITBIM MY K-
YMHOM C cepeOpsiHOM OOPOIKON M YepHBIMU TIIyOOKMMH IJ1a3aMu. ['0BOpsi 0 HEM, OHA BCET/Ia UCITbI-
ThIBaJIa YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE, BOZMOXXHO, MCTIBITHIBAIOT IPyTHe JEBYIIKH, KOTJa TOBOPSIT O CBOEM OTIIE.
Ho y Codwu HuKorma He ObUIO OTIIA, TAK YTO OHA MOTJIA TOJIBKO TPE/ICTABIATh, KAKOTO 3TO. A MUCTED
Kbio, o ee MHeHHUI0, ObUT KaK pa3 TAKMM YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPbI MOT Obl 3aMEHHTH €H OTLIA.

— Yro x...Tel Moxerb uaru, Cou. - ciokoiHo ckaszan mucrep Ksio.

— Buoi He 3nmutech? - 6oibinue rasza Codu cranu erre OOJbIie, KOoraa OHa MOCMOTpesia Kyaa-
TO BBepX. Tyna, OTKyza, Kak el Ka3ajloch, M JOHOCUJICS €r0 ToJioc.

— Koneuno, Het. Tol Moria noctpaaats. 51 paj, 4yTo BCE 0O0MLIOCH, ¥ 3TOT YEJIOBEK HE TPOHYJ
TeOsI.

— Xoporo. Criacr6o, muctep Ksio.

Codu noaHsIach Ha HOTU U YK€ MOJOILIA K JBEPH, KOTJIa T'0JI0C CTapeHIIMHbl BHOBb OKJIUKHYJI
ec.

— Hapetoch, B cityuae, eciiu OKy emié moHagooMTCst TBOSI IIOMOIIIb, Thl HE OTKaKeTlTb.

JleBy1iKa 3amepiia U Kpenye Ckajla IBEPHYI0 PyUKy OT OXBATUBIIEH €€ aHUKHU.

— KoneuHo. - Be1aBWIIA OHA U3 ceOsl.

— Torpa crynaii!

Okazagmmich Ha yauile, Codu 3aKkpblia JUIO PyKaMy U TPOMKO B3/I0XHYIA.

OpnHO fe710 KUTh B OOIIUHE U padoTaTh Ha ee 0J1aro, Ho COBCEM JPYroe BBIMOIHSTh MOPYYSHHUS
HETIOCPE/ICTBEHHO ISl CTapeHInH, a TeM Oosee 11 muctepa Koio.
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enouka meicneil npusena Codu k TOMY, YTO TOJIBKO OJWH YEJIOBEK BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO €€
710 3TOr0 MOMEHTA CIIOKOMHAsI MUPHASI KM3Hb Havajla CKaThIBATHCS BO YTO-TO OMACHOE U HEKOHTPO-
JMpyemoe.

“Bceé 6b10 Tak xopoino!..Kakoro yépra stomy Mépdu moHagoOomIoch CKymnarb Becb Topos!..

3nocth Ha Kupana Mepdu Hauasa MeajieHHO, HO MPOYHO, CJIOBHO CMOJIA, HAMOJHSTH ee
cepaLe.

Uepe3 HECKOIBKO YacoB TOCIe 00si3aTesIbHOM padoThl B caxy u odmieit meguranuu, Codu
pelmia IpoUTHChH O YXe BeYepHEMY T'OpOLy.

Bprliins 3a TeppuTOpHIo OOIIMHBL, OHA pAcCTaBIJIA PYKH B CTOPOHBI, 3aKpbla 71432 U BIOXHYJIA
TETUIBIA BeuepHuil Bo3ayX. Jlioou, mpoxonsiiye MUMO, ¢ HeJOYMEHHEM CMOTpPENIU Ha JEBYIIKY, HO
el ObTO BCE paBHO.

Crycrst yac oHa yxe Obl1a TaK JaJIeKO OT CBOEH OOIIMHBI, UTO BCTPETUTh KOTO-TO 3HAKOMOT'O
ObLIO IPAKTHUECKH HEBO3MOXHBIM. BonbIMHCTBO uiieHOB OKyiyca oOUTaIy BOIU3U TEPPUTOPUH.
Msuorue paboTany B MUpY, HO, KaK MPaBUJIO, B MECTaxX, 10 KOTOPbIX MOXKHO ObUIO Obl JOOpaThCs 32
10-15 MUHYT NEIIKOM.

3pech, BAAIM OT MeCTa, KOTOPHBIH JIEByIIIKa Ha3bIBajla CBOMM JIOMOM, JIIOM CHOBAJIM TyJa-Cloaa,
He 3aMeyvasi HUKOro U Huuero Bokpyr. Codu 61axkeHHO YabIOHYIACh.

“UneanbHo! Bcem Ha MeHs 1ieBath!”

C 3TMU MBICTISIMH, OHA IOpKHYJIA B OMMKAWIINI MEepeysioK, BeoyIIuil K YEPHOMY BXOILy B
KaKOK-TO MOJIHBIA HOYHOU KJTYO.

“Ilaxe, ecm 3[eCh KTO-TO M TOSIBUTCS, 3TO Bpsij M OyaeT KTo-To 3 OKymyca

Codwu OTKpbLIa CBOIO CYMOUKY U 3aIlyCTHIa B He€ pyKy. Uepes cekyHay OHa JocTaia OTTyAa
CMSITYIO CUTapeTy ¥ HEMHOTO OTCBHIPEBIIIUI CIIUYEYHBIA KOPOOOK.

[NaryOHast neTckasi MpuBBIUKA yKe JaBHO He Oblia 17151 Hee HEOOXOAMMOCTHIO, HO BpeMsi OT Bpe-
MEHH, COBepIasi BOT TakKe BbUIa3Ku B ropoa, Codu BhIKypuBaia J0OBITYI0O KPOBBIO U TIOTOM CHUTa-
PETY U C YyBCTBOM MOJIHOTO YJOBJIETBOPEHMSI BO3BpAIlA/Iach B OOIIMHY. 3aKaB BPEAHYI0 HUKOTHHO-
BYIO TJIOUKy T'yO0amMH, OHa JIOCTajla CIMUYKY M YMpPKHYJA 10 TEMHOM MOJocKe Ha KopooOke. Crimuka
CBEpKHYJIa, HO Cpasy ke roracia.

— Bor xe uépr!

OTOpOCUB MCMOPYEHHYIO CITMYKY B CTOPOHY, JEBYIIIKA JOCTasla eIIé OIHY W CHOBA IMPOBEJa
eil mo KopoOky. Bcé nmoBropmiiocs. Mckpa nvmb cierka ocseriia auio Codu U TyT ke roracia.
JleByIiIka TOMHYJIa HOTOH U 3I00HO MpOopbIYasia YTo-TO HEBHATHOE, KOTJa C3aI1 Pa3JaJiCsl 3HAKOMBIH
TroJIoC:

— 3Haellb. ..9T0 yObET TeOs!

To nmu xap, To 1 xomnox mpodpan Codu. OHa B3APOrHY/IA U PE3KO 0OSPHYIIAC.

Ee ryObl HEBOJIBHO pa3KasiiCh, a CUTapeTa yrajia Ha MOKPbINA TPsI3HbINA acasibT.

Kupan Mepdu, coOcTBEHHOM IEPCOHBI, CTOSLT B IApe METPOB OT Hee M, KaK el caMoy Ka3asioch,
JOBOJIBHO YXMBLISUICS.

JleByIiIKa BBINPSIMUIIACH U HACTOPOKEHHO IMOCMOTpEJIa Ha Hero.

['y6s1 Mepdu 4yTh pacTsiHyJIUCh, OOHAKUB POBHBIE Oejible 3yObl. 3aIyCTUB PYKU B KapMaHbI
CBOMX OpIOK, OH HavaJl Me[ICHHOE JIBUKEHHUE B €€ CTOPOHY.

Codu TpeBo)HO criioTHYyJa. Be€ e€ teno Oynro o6BuIa HeBuaMMasi poBojioka. OHa He MorJia
IIEBEJIUTLCS, TOBOPHTH, IblIaTh. A Mepdu NpomoyKaa UATH K Hel, MOAKPAAbIBATLCS, HE CBOJS
CTPaHHOTO B3IUIs/a ¢ ee modnenHesIero aua. Copu aaxe Mokasaaochk, 4To, BO3MOXKHO, 9TO BOBCE
He Kupan Mepdu. MoskeT 3TOT 4eoBek MpocTo MOX0X Ha Hero. Beb oH yibIOascs, U B 9TOH yJIbIOKe
ObLIO YTO-TO TIOXOKee Ha YIOBJIETBOPEHHUE.

Korma Mepdwu nocrarouno npudmsuics, Codu noHsa.

“ITO OH. DTO HECOMHEHHO OH!”

2

‘”
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Kupan cmorpen Ha Cody MyTHBIMH, 4yTh TOKPACHEBIIMMHU I71a3aMu. Ero mosHbie TyObl He
repecTaBast U3ruOMCh B HaCMeNTMBOH yibiOoke. Codu caenana mar Ha3aa v mpoJiereTana:

— Hy...M=ue nopa.

Ona yxe xotena nooexarb. BeIpBaThCcsi U3 OMACHOM TEMHOTHI MEpeyJIKa U CKPHIThCS B TOJIIE
HU O YeM He 3a00TSIIMXCs KUTEIeH ropoaa.

[TpaBuIbHO TOBOPAT, HUYETO XOPOILEro B TEMHBIX Nepeyikax He ciydaercs. HyxHo Bcerna
OCTaBaThCS TaM, II€ €CThb Jpyrue JIoau. [ ie cBeTAT poHapy U €34T MallluHBbI.

Ho Codu He ocranack, 1 Tenepb el CykJIeHO OBbLIO MPOIACTh 3/1eCh.

ITO CIyYMIIOCh Tak OBICTPO, YTO OHA U cama He TMOHsLIA.

Kaxk Tompko oHa moBepHyJach, 4ToObl yiTH, MEpdu cxBaTui e€ 3a pyKy U MpUTSIHYI K cele.
JleByIika 3aryTagach B COOCTBEHHBIX HOTaX M PyXHyJIa Ha rpyab cBoero noxuturess. Kupan ObicTpo
Pa3BepHyI e€ CIIMHOM K ceOe, CKpYTHJI €€ TOHKHME PYKH 32 CITIMHOM U MPOIIUIIENT HaJl YXOM:

— Ilonasace.

4.

Yro-1o miioxoe ciayuunoch ¢ Codu.

Omna BIpIXasa 3anax OCTHIBAIOLLIETO TOCJIE JHEBHOTO 3HOS acaibTa U CYIOPOKHO UCKaa IJia-
3amu niomorw. Ho, kak Obl el He XOTeJIoCh OBbITh CITACCHHOW, HUKOMY He ObLIO JI0 Heé jiena.

Psinom He ObUIO HU OIHOM COOAKM, KOTOPast MOTJIa OBl BIIEMTUTHCS B HOTY CXBAaTHBIIETO €€ Yesio-
Beka. Hu maxe mapoyku KpbIc, COCOOHBIX MEPEKIIOUNTh BHUMaHUE 3710fest Ha ceds. M, KoHeyHo,
311ech He ObUIO Jofiel. “V yeMy TyT yOUBISTHCSA - QyMaJsia OHa - S BeJjb cama XoTeJla CIIpSATaThCs B
TEMHOM YTOJIKE ¥ BBIKYpPHUTh CUTapeTKy. [IpaBuibHO roBOpsT, KypeHue yousaer.!”

Codu fplnana 4acto ¥ KOPOTKO, MBITASICh YCIIOKOUTh ceOsl U He pa3o3nuTh Kupana Mépdu.
Omna He BUZENA, TAK KaK CTOsIa CIIMHOW K HEMY, HO €ro JIMIO TaK Xke, Kak U e€, ObUI0 HAllOJHEHO
Oypeii amoumil. [1paBna, cpean HUX He ObLJIO HUYETO MOXO0XKEro Ha CTpax.

Kupan cixuman 3anscrbs A€BYIIKY Y FOJIOAHBIMU JUKMMU I71a3aMU paccMaTpUBall €€ 3aThUIOK.

bBrectsmume Bonock! orpakanu Tyckiibiid cBeT ponapeit. U, korga Codu 4yTh ABUrasIach, OHU
neperBaIich U 3aBopaxuBayii. Kupan rioyooko BroxHyn e€. OHa He OblIa Moxoxka HU Ha OHY
JKEHIIMHY, KOTOPYIO OH BCTpevas 0 3Toro. M 31o 6pu10 crpanHo. Ero ObIIO CIOXHO YIUBHUTH, HO B
9TOM AEBYIIKE ObLJIO YTO-TO, YTO OH HE MOT pa3rajiarh. M BriepBble 32 MHOTO JIET B HEM MPOCHYJIACh
HeoObsICHMMAasl, HUYeM He yToimMas xkaxjaa. Ho xaxma yero?..

[Mputsaays Cocdu k cede, OH HAKJIOHWUIICS U, Oy/ITO IMKUI YEIOBEK, BAOXHYJI 3arax, UCXOASIIUMI
OT €€ IIen.

JleBy11Ka B3pOrHyJia 1 NOIbITaIach OrIssHYThcsl. Ho OH cuiibHee ckall e€ 3ansCcTbsl 3a CIIMHOM.

— He gBuraiics.

Codu HacTOpOKEHHO CrpocuJIa:

— Yro BHI crienaere co MHOI? YObETE?

Meéppu ycmexnyics.

— Xouenib 3HaTh?

— Ha...

Codu npoxana, HO He Tepsijla Hafexabl. E€ m1a3za nmponomkaiu BIMCKMBATh BO3MOKHOE CIia-
CEHHUe.

Brpyr Mépdu 3arycTu 1agoHb B KapMaH CBOMX OPIOK, IPOIOJIKast Kpernko caepxuBarh Codu
apyroit pykoil. Copy HaCTOpOKMIIaCh, KOTA YCIIbIIIaia KAKOM-TO TUXUI CKPUITY4Uid 3BYK.

Omna nomnsiTasiack 3arIsSHYTH 3a IJ1e4o, HoO Mepdu O0JIbHO Hakal Ha KakKylo-TO TOUKY Ha e€
3arsCThe, M JEBYIIIKA B3BU3THYJIA.

— Cro¥l CHOKOWHO, UHaYe OyleT XyKe.
— Kyna yx xyxe! - He caepkaHO BbIpyrajiach OHa
— Xm..
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Meépdu cHoBa ycmexHyscsi. Ero 3a6aBisiio To, Kak OHa TO U AEJO pacliaThIBaeTCs MO IIKase
“OT OLIENIEHSIONIETO CTpaxa /0 Jep3HOBEHHOW INIyIOCTH

OH aBurascs MeAJIeHHO U TouHO. EMy He 3aueM ObUIO CIIeNTh, BElb BECh KOHTPOJIb U BJIACTh
ObLIM UCKJIIOUMTENIHHO B €r0 pyKax. Bpsid jim Takasi 3T0 MeJIKoe co3/1aHue, He CocoOHOoe 00y3/1aTh
COOCTBEHHBIE SMOIIHH, CIIOCOOHO AaTh eMy OTIIOP.

Codu BcaymmBanace.

Bot Mepdwu uTo-TO OTOpOCHII B CTOPOHY. YTO-TO MajieHbKOe U JIETKOe MOKATUIOCh BHU3 110
yJUIe TyAa, TIe CTOSUTA MyCOPHBIE OaKH.

Pyka Mépdu nosisunace nepen oM Cogu. ManeHpKUil CTEKJISIHHBIN Iy3bIpeK, pa3MepoM
C MPOOHMK JTyXOB 3aKaThlii MKy JUIMHHBIMY NasibilaMu Mepdu, OecHy mepe] e€ ria3amu.

— Yro...

Ho neBymika He ycnena 3akoHunTh. Enkuid, yaymawomuii 3anax nonaji B e€ Hoc. CHauana eé
001aJI0 KapOM M XOJIOMHBIM TIOTOM, a YK€ Yepe3 CeKyH/y OHa CJIaJKO YCHYJa.

— Bi...2ul..

Yeii-to rosoc 38ai Cogu. Ho oHa Obl1a B yIOTHOW TEMHOTE, U3 KOTOPOU TaK He XOTEJIOCh BHIOU-
paTbes.

— D¥, OYHUCH!

Xnéctkuii yaap 1o 1eke 3actaBuii Cou packpsITh I1a3a. B iepBbie ceKyH/ bl BCE pacIlIbLIOCh.
HesHakoMbli royioc 3By4as IIyxo0, OTIaBasiCh MyJIbCUPYIONIEH OOJIbI0 B BUCKAX.

— DW, ThI Kak?

— Yro?..

Codu ornsenach no cropoHaM. Monofasi JeByIIKa CTosila Hall HEl, iepka B pyKax CTakaH
BO/IBL.

— Bor, Bhinen!

Ona nomornia Codu cecTh U, OIEPKUBAs €€ 3a CITUHY, MogHeca craka K rydam. Cocdu He
XOTeJIa UTh, HO KaK TOJIBKO BOJA KOCHYJIACh SI3bIKA, JKaJHO BLIETIMJIACh B CTAKAH M OCYIIINJIA €ro.

HeBymika 3a0pajia cTakaH M cziejiaja mar Ha3aja, Haomoaas 3a Codu.

— Kak ce0s uyBcTBYelb?

Codu cyTyno odmsikia. Cuit He ObIJIO HY Ha YTO, HO OHA cJefiajia HaJl cCOOOM YCHIIUE U TTIOCMOT-
pena Ha He3HaKOMKY. TOJIbKO ceifuac OHa 3aMeTHIIa Ha JIEBYIIKEe MEIUIIMHCKYI0 (hopMy.

“Ox, 310 Bpa4y. MeHs Hauwm u cnaciu!”

—TI'ne a?

CnagnienHo npousHecia Cogu 1 mocMoTpesia Ha JIEBYIIIKY, CTOSIILYIO Tiepe/1 Hell.

E€ 6poBu nieyaibHO U30THYJIUCH, a TYOBI CKAMCh B TOHKYIO JInHMIO. Cohu B3JOXHYIA, TIpe/I-
YyBCTBYSI, UTO JieJ1a TUIOXH.

W He 3ps. [leBynika onaciuBo OIVIsiHyJIach Ha ABEpsb U, ipuces nepe Copu Ha KOPTOUKHU, TUXO
3aroBopuIa:

— IMocnymaii. BaumarensHo ciyimaii To, uto s Tede ckaxy. [Tonsna?

Cou ucryraHHO KMBHYIA.

— Twi B nome Kupana Mépdu. 3naenib, KTo oH?

Codwu cHoBa KMBHYJA. B rooBe Bo3HUKIIA mocieaHsis Berpeda ¢ Mepdu. To, Kak OH cXBaTuI
€il, a IOTOM IPOTAHYJI K €€ JIMIY KaKOW-TO (hIaKOHYUK.

HeBymika cxana pyky Cocu cBoeit

— [lenaii Bc€, uto oH roBopuT. He oTBevaid, eciiv OH He cripaiuBaeT. A, Korja CrpaliiBaer,
OTBE€Yail TUXO U HEMHOTOCJIOBHO. [ToHs1a?

Codwu cBena OpoBH BMecTe.

— Yro..Yto0 emy HyXHO OT MeHs?

JleByIiIka TOJIBKO TMOKayasia roloBoi. Bapyr u3-3a [Bepyu MOCTBIIIAINMCH 11ard, ¥ OHA MOJICKO-
YKJIa C MECTa U OTIPHITHYJIa B CTOPOHY.
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JIBEpb OTKpBLIACK.

Sto 6611 OH, Mepdu.

Pa3zMepeHHBIMY 1IaraMuy OH BOIIIENT B KOMHATY ¥ TIO-XO3SMCKH OIJIsijieNt e€. 3aTeM OCTaHOBHJICS
1 00paTUJICs K JIEBYIIKY B (hopMe.

— Omna 310poBa?

— Bronue, muctep Mépdu. HemHoro o6e3BokeHa, HO 5 cefiuac MOCTaBIIo e KareIbHUILy, U
Yyepes rnapy 4acoB OHa Oy/eT MOJIHA CHJL.

— Xopoto.

Meéppu ynoBieTBOPEHHO KUBHYI.

— Moxelb uATH..

OmnycTuB T0JI0BY, AEBYIIKA MOCIYIIHO BBIIUIA, 3aKPBIB 32 OO0 aBeph. MEpdu momomen K
OKHY Y, CKPECTHB PYKH 32 CIIMHOM, 3arOBOPWJI, HE TNIsIs Ha CUsAILYyI0 Ha KpoBath Codu:

— B maxmarts! ymeenb urparb?

Codwu pacrepsHHO ocMoTpesnia Ha Kupana. Ero mmpokuie riedn nepekpeiBaid COOOM TYCKIIBIT
CBET, HEYBEPEHHO 3aIJIsIIBIBAIOIINI B KOMHATY.

He nosxmaBimmcy oTBeTa, OH MOBEPHYIICS M TOCMOTPEN Ha JEBYIIKY Yepes TUIevo.

— Ecnu 51 3agaio Borpoc, Thl JOJKHA OTBEYATh.

Heckomnbko cexynn Codu HacTOposkeHHO cMoTpesia Ha Mepdu, a 3atem nmpousHeca:

— Tak 3Hauwmr... 51 3meck A1 Toro, uyTo Obl UTpaTh ¢ Bamu B mmaxmathr?

Kupan 3akppu1 miaza ¢ TakuM BblpaskeHHeM Jjmia, Oyarto Codu IomycTHiia HeNlemyio, HO
datanpHyl0 omomHocTh. OH Mogomen OMuke U OCTaHOBWIICS TpsiMo HarpoTuB. Codu moaHsa
TOJIOBY M TIOCMOTpeEJIa B ero JUio. MEpgu 1mo-xXo3siiicku OCMaTpUBaJl JEBYIIKY.

Or ero B3MIs11a B KOMHATE CTAHOBUJIOCH Ha Mapy TpaaycoB xononHee, Ho Cogu 3anperuna cede
60sThCsl. OHA HE CBOAWIIA I3 C €er0 KaMEHHOTO JIMIIA U TOJIKO YIUBIISIACH, KAK YETOBEK MOXKET
OBITh TAKUM XOJIONHBIM U HerlpoOuBaeMbiM. B ommmyaer ot Mepdu, no ity Codpy MOXHO OBLIO
MPOYUTATH KAXK/TyI0 MBICITb. OH MOYTH JIMKOBAJI, KOTJIa €€ TYCThIe B3IEPHYThIe OPOBH CJIETKa MPHITO-
HUMAaJIUCh OT Niepen30bITKa MbIciei. Kornma ee ryObl, HeXHO-PO30BbIE, CIIETKa CyXHe OT MOCTOSTHHOTO
MIPUKYCBIBAHK S, CKMMAJIUCh B TOIBITKE TO JIX CKPBITh, TO JIA TIOKA3aTh CBOIO 3JI0CTh.

Codu He 3HasIa, HO OH 3aMETHUJI €€ Jake PaHblle, YeM OHA cama OTBICKaJIa €ro B TOJIIE Ha BUe-
parHem Beuepe. OH Bujiel, Kak OHa OCMaTpHBAaeT ero rocteid. Busiern, kak oHa Jienaer Bujl, 4To NbeT,
XOTsI Ha CaMOM JieJie TIPOCTO MOJHOCUT OOKaJ K ry0aM, a 3aTeM Kak Oy/ITo Ha YTO-To OTBIieKaeTcsa. OH
CMOTpeJ KaK OCTOPOXHO OHa TMepeMeIaeTcs Mo 3aay U OYKBaJbHO CUMTHIBAJ BCE, UYTO OHA Jymasa
0 KaXJIOM, KTO BCTpeyaJsICs eil.

Bcé, uto ObL10 Mocye - He uMeeT 3HaueHusA. OH He BUJET B Hel YIPO3bI U TIOSTOMY OTITYCTHIL
K TomMy ke OH TOYHO 3HAJ, YTO 3a TO BpeMs, UTO e€ He ObLIO, OHA He YcIiesla HU4ero HauTu. Yto
Obl OHA HEe UCKaJIa.

Ho ceromus, nmpsiMo ceifuac, NTUYKa cama 3ajieTesia B KJIeTKy. M oH He Obul OBl coOOM, eciu
OBl He ToMaJt eg.

Mepou cnenan mar ¥ OCTAHOBWIICS HAIIPOTUB cuisieil Ha Kpawo kpoBatu Codu. [leBynika
TMOJIHSJIA TJIa3a BBEPX U 3arfisHy/a B ma3a Mepdu. OH 3agymunBo oOBen ee (pUrypy B3IJISIOM U
CcKaza:

— IlpuBenu ceds B mopsioK. Beyepom chirpaem Haiily nepByio NapTuio.

Codu mpuOTKphLUIa POT, YTOOBI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO He ycrena. Mepdu cTpeMUuTeIbHO pa3Bep-
HYJICS Y BBIIIIENT U3 KOMHATHI.

Bonpsiiumii CKBO3HSIK OT OBICTPO 3aXJIOMHYBIIIEHCS 3a €ro CIMHOM ABepbio, 001an Codu 3ama-
xoM Mep(du 1 HEU3BECTHOCTHIO.

S.

Codw cTosiia HAaMPOTHB KPOBATH M CMOTpEJIa Ha pa3/ioXKeHHbIE HA HEH TIaThsl.
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YenoBek, KOTOPBIN IPUHEC BEIIM, CKa3all, YTO BEPHETCS Yepe3 Mojyaca 1, eclid OHa He OyieT
rOTOBA, XO3IMH Pa303JIUTCH. . .

Codu pazzpaxeHHO B3/I0XHYJIA U yCEach Ha CTYJ, CTOSIIUI HaMpoTuB KpoBatu. OHa mocTa-
BWJIA JIOKTU Ha KOJIEHW W YIepiach MOAOOPOIKOM B OTKpPHITHIE JaoHU. [Ipoucxopsiiee Ka3auioch
crpanHoi urpoil. [lyTkoi, KoTopast BOT-BOT AOJIKHA 3aKOHUYMTHCS. KTO-TO BBINpBITHET U3 mIKada
u 3akpuunt “Cropnpus!”. Eif mogapaT uBeTsl, 1 OHa OyIeT J0JIro CMEesAThCs, BCIIOMUHAS O CBOEM
MOXUIIECHNY.

BueszanHo B 1Bepb nocrydanu. Codu B3IporHysia, HO He MOJHSAIACh CO CTYyJIa.

JIBepb ME/IJIEHHO OTKPbLIACh, U B KOMHATY BOILEN BICOKUN MYKYHMHA.

Ona Bunena ero panbiie. OH Obu1 B HOMepe Kupana, koraa oHa mpsitajiach Ha €ro OaJikoHe.

Myx4rHa IOCMOTpEJT Ha HEE U CKa3all:

— IIpuser.

Codu HaxmMypuiach B OTBET, HO HUYETO HE OTBETHIIA.

— Memns 30ByT Bnag.

BznoxHyB, ckazan oH, a 3arem mopomén Ommke. OcranoBuBmuch HarmpotuB Codwu, Bran
MOCMOTPEN Ha HEE CBEPXY BHU3.

— Tebe HyxHO niepeoneTbesl. [Topa cycKaTbes K YKUHY.

— A dro, eciu s He ouay!

[Toutu npoperyasia Copu B OTBET.

Bnazg cHOBa B3/10XHYJ1, a 3aT€M IIpUCEST Ha KOPTOUKY Nepest Heil. JleBylKa BeIIpSMUIIACh U 4y Th
oTmatHyjaach Ha3al. [103BOHOUHMK OOJBHO yriepia B TBEpAYIO CMHKY cTyna, Codu cxana JemocTb
OT 0OJIM, HO Ha ee JIMIIe He IPOTHYJ HU OIUH MYCKYJL.

— 4 nonumaro, - Havas Brias - Tel He Xouerb ObITh 31ech. Ho, eciu Thl Oyienb COpOTUBISITHCS
- craHeT Tosibko Xyxe. K tomy *ke... - Biaa Bcran Ha Horu - K Tomy ke, cuisl B 9TOM KOMHAaTe, Thl
HE HalJelllb OTBETHI.

— OrtBetn?.. - HacTopoxkeHHo cnpocuia Codu. Bnan ynbiOHyAcsS. B ero yipiOke He ObLIO
xosofa wim onacHoctd. Hao6opot, Codu nmokaszanoch, 4To 3TOMY UeJIOBEKY MOKHO JOBepsiTh. Ban
KHMBHYJI 1 OBICTPO MOPIHYJI OIHUM TJ1a30M.

— V 1ebe Beab €CTh BOMPOCH!. . .

Codu CcKJIOHHMJIA TOJIOBY Ha OOK M 3a/lyMasach.

“A Bejb OH 1paB. .. Bep 51 BCE einié He 3Hat0, 3auemM Mépdu noxutui MeHst! Bpsin i oH cienan
9TO TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, UTO 51 TIpoOpasiack B ero Homep...Ckopee Bcero 1o cBsizaHo ¢ OKyaycom. ..”

Bian nopmommén k gsepu U, IPUOTKPBIB €€, CKA3aIL:

— 41 BepHych uepe3 15 munyT. Byne rorosa.

Korna on ncues, Cou nopHsiach M CHOBa B3IVISIHYJIA HAa Pa3JIOKEHHbIE HA KPOBATU TUIATHS.

Ona HUKOI/Ia B KM3HU HE HOCWJIA HMYETo Mojo0HOro. PacimTeie cTpazamMu 100KU CTPYHIIHChH
Y MSATKO CHaJaii Ha NOJ. BhIJIo cTpaiHo faxe npeicTaBuTh, CKOJIBKO CTOMT 3Ta oAexaa. Ho camoe
rnaBHoe, [u1si Copu ObLIIO IPOCTO HEMBICIMMO TPATUTh TaKue OOJIbIIME AEHBIM Ha Belu. Tpsmku,
KOTOPBIE U HAJIETh-TO MOKHO pa3Be UTo Mapy pas.

[TpuKycrB BHYTPEHHIOIO YaCTh IEKH, AEBYIIKA YyCMEXHYJIACh.

“Jlanno, Mépdu! Xouems ceirpars?..910 5 ymero...”

Msrkas Tkanb Oyaro 0b1 ooHumana Codu. [leByika mpoBena pyKo# 1o cBoei purype, oTMe-
Yasi, 4TO TaKOUW Hapsi[ T0OABIISIET i, €CJIM HEe CUJIbI, TO YBEPEHHOCTH.

“Tenieps, Mepdwu, MbI ¢ TOOOI HapaBHe!”

Kaxk TospKo 3Ta MBICITb TPOCKOUMIIA B €€ TOJI0BE, B ABEPh CHOBA MocTyvaan. CKBO3b HEOOb-
1IyI0 I1IeJIb TIOKa3ajiachk ronosa Biana.

— Tol roToBa?

— Jla.

— Tonném!
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Kak Tonbko Cogu BeilUIa U3 KOMHaThl, BiiaJy OkMHY1 €€ BOCTOPAKEHHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— OTINYHO BBITTISOUIIL!

Codu cTpenbHyIa B HETO IJIa3aMH.

— Cnacu6o.

Ha cexkynay rmaza mosonoro yesioBeka 3ajaepxanich Ha purype Codu u eii gaxe 1mokasasioch,
YTO OHA 3aMEeTHJIa B HUX YTO-TO MOXOKee Ha BOCTOPT.

CJOBHO ITPOUUTaB €e MbIC/IU, Biag pe3ko mpoYrCcTrI TOpIIo M OTBEI I71a3a B CTOPOHY:

— Jlagso. Ionném.

Brnaz ObUT TUXUM, TIOYTH HE3aMETHBIM. 32 BECh ITyTh J0 CTOJIOBOY OH JIMIIb TIAPY Pa3 BIIJISHYT
Ha Codu, a OHa cama Jiesiana BUIl, YTO COBCEM He 3aMevaeT 3Toro. XoTs I1e-TO BHYTPU HeJlb3sl ObUIO
HE MPU3HATh, YTO TAKKE BIIJISIIBI JOCTABIISIOT €l YIOBOJIbCTBHE.

“Bputo GBI HETIOXO MMETh COI3HUKA” - moayMaia Coy ¥ MATKO YABIOHYJIAC.

Uepe3 MUHYTY JEBYIIIKA yXe CTOsIa B OOJBIION CBETJION CTONOBOM, YKPAIIEHHON POCIIBIMU
(bukycaMu B My3aThIX FOpIIKax, KOBpaMHU C 3aMyJIPEHHBIMU Y30paMy M aOCTPaKTHBIMU KapTUHAMM.

Y GOJIBIIOro MaHOPAMHOTO OKHA, 32 KOTOPBIM CTEHOUW POCIH KHUITAPHUCHI, CTOSUT AJTMHHBIA CTO
13 KpacHoro aepesa. A BO IJ1aBe 3Toro croja cunes Kupan Mepgu.

Ha crone He 6110 CBOOOTHOTO MecTa: OBOIIU, (PPYKTHI, KAKKME-TO 3aKyCKH U OOJIbIIOe ceped-
psiHOE OO0 C KaKOW-TO MTHLIEH B CAMOM IIEHTpeE.

Mepdwu, cuasanmii nepe BCceM 3TUM U300MIMeM, HATOMUHA CPETHEBEKOBOTO CY/ITaHA.

Codwu npe3puTesIbHO MomKaIa rydy ¥ 4yTh CIBIIIHO (DBIPKHYJIA!

“Hamo xe!..Kakoit kopons! HanblmeHHbIH O0TBHOM TPUAYPOK ..

VxBaruB Cocdu 3a npearieuse, Biaa cierka noaroyikHyi ee kK crony. OHa TyT *ke Iaraysa
BIlepe]], HO 3aTeéM OIJISHYJIach, 3I00HO CTpeJIbHYJa B HErO B3IVISAOM, a 3aTeM CHOBA MOBEpPHYJIACH
oM K Kupany.

ToT Me/ITIeHHO CKaHMPOBaJ (PUTypy JEBYIIKHU BCE TEMU Ke CKYUaIOIMMU [T1a3aMH, YTO U TOT/Ia,
B HOMEpe OTelIsl.

Codu Bce mbITasach yrajarb, 0 YeM OH [yMaeT, 4TO XOUeT C/IeNaTh, HO HUYTO B 9TOM YeJIOBEKe
HE BBIIABAJIO €r0 IUIAHOB, ONIACEHUH U JKEJIaHU.

He roops Hu cnosa, Kupan kuBHy1 Biiagy U TOT TUXO yAainwics.

Codu crosiyia 1 xaana, cama He 3Hast Yero UMEHHO KJIET.

Mepdu B3IIIAHYI Ha ee JIMIO U IPO3HO, CJIOBHO Opocast B JIUIIO, MPOU3HEC:

— Cagucs 3a cTod.

Codu Hacynunack. Mexay OpoBsMH HapuCOBaJIach TOHKash MOPIIMHKA, HO OHA MOJOILIA K
CTOJTy Y, OTOABUHYB camblil 1aibHUi oT Mepdu cryin, cena.

On npoponmkan ckanupoBath Cou 171a3aMu, HO 3TO HE CMYIIAJIO €€ HACTONBKO, YTOOBI CKPBI-
BaTh CBOE IIPE3pEHUE.

“BBITh HACTOJIBKO CaMOYBEPEHHBIM, YTOOBI BOT TaK OECLEPEMOHHO pasIIsiAbBATh JOAEH!
Kakoii e on npugypok!..”

CJI0BHO MPOYUTAB MBICJIb, POCKOJIBb3HYB B rojioBe Codu, Mepdu HacCMENUTMBO MPUIILYpUICs,
Ha uyto Cohu HEe MOIJIa He OTPearupoBarh.

— Yro?! - OypkHysa OHa, HapyIIasi THETYILYIO THIIHHY.

Ha kakoe-to mraosenue Mepdu nasxe kak Oyaro yausuics. Ho 310 ObUI0 Tak MUMOJIETHO, YTO
1 Codu, HM OH caM He 0OpaTU/IM Ha 3TO HUKAKOro BHUMaHUs1. OH MPOIoIKal CMOTPETh B YO Ha
TO-JIETCKY CEPANTOE JIUILIO JAEBYIIIKH.

— Tebe oyeHb UAET ITO IJIaThe.

Ero ronoc, HU3KMi U TyCTOM, Kak MaToOKa, 3aroIHU MPOCTpaHCcTBO BOKpYT. Codu 3aep3asa, HO
HE TIOTOMY, YTO €l TIOHPABUJIOCh, a IOTOMY, UTO OHA YKaCHO XOTeJIa yOexaTh, TObKO Obl U30aBUTh
ce0s1 OT HeOOXOIMMOCTH CHJIETh TTOJ] STUM MPUCTATIBHBIM HEUUTAEMbIM B3IJISIIOM.
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He nonyunB Hukako# peakimu, Mepdu cxasl CHIBHO KyJaK JI0 3TOr0O MOMEHTa CIIOKOHHO
JieKalier Ha CToJie JIaIOHHU.

— 41 cnenan Tebe KOMIUTMMEHT! - 4yTh O0Jlee TPO3HO CKa3all OH.

— 4 ycapimana. - orBetuina Codu v OTBEpHYIIach, Mpsiya 11asa.

CrpaHHO, HO OHa He omrymana crpaxa. Ckopee, pa3apakeHue.

“Yero paau OH JepKUT MeHs 371ech!! - mymasia oHa - Yero emy HykHO!?”

Mepdu, Tako¥ caepkaHHBIN, 0 3TOTO MOMEHTA TaKOH HEBO3MYTUMBIH, XOJIOAHBIA U OYy/ITO
HEMHOT'0 YCTaBIIINIA, 3aKPbLI I71a3a ¥ TPOMKO BBIJJOXHYJI, CIOBHO YCIIOKaMBasi ceOsl.

Cowu, MouyBCTBOBAB CBOIO CHITy, BHOBb MOJHSUIA HA HETO I71a3a U TPOMKO YCMEXHYJ1ach, HO
HHUYEro He cKaszasa, a TOJIbKO MogyMaa:

“ HaBepHOe, HECTEPITUMO TSIKEJIO BCe BpeMs JiesiaTh BUJI, 4TO TeOe Ha Bce TuieBath!...HTe-
PECHO, UTO THI CTAHEIIb JIeJIaTh, €CJIH S 1aM Tebe coBeT?”

He nepecrapas ynsi6arbesi, Codpu 3actaBuiia ce0s1 3arsiHy Th IPSIMO B JIeAsTHbIE, OyATO OBl 1a%e
Oe3KMU3HeHHbIe I71a3a Mepdu.

He moprasi, oH ¢ JIErkoCTbIO BhIIEpKas ee B3rsi, XoTs camoi Codu ¢ TpyaoM yaasioch Ipe-
OJ10JIETh XKeJIaHUE OTBEPHYTHCSI.

3acraisas ceOs1 ynepkuBath B3Il Kupana, oHa cxkana Kyjiak Mmoj CTOJIOM TaK CHJIBHO, YTO
cJe[ibl OT HOTTEH elle JIONro OCTaBaIUCh Ha Oenoil koke yagonu. Ho Mepdwu storo ve Buaen. OH
BUJIEJT JIMIIIb €€ TIPsIMble, HACMEILJIMBBIE CEphIe I71a3a, C BBI30BOM CMOTPSIIIIME HA HETO.

— 3HaeTe - HaKOHEII, TPOM3HECA OHA. - §] 3HaI0 HECKOJIBKO HETIJIOXMX TEXHUK, KOTOPbIE TOMO-
rarloT CripaBUTCA C THEBOM. Ecmu XOTUTE, MOT'Y Hay‘{I/ITb!

I'y6s1 Mepdu crerka aporuynu. To i OT UMITyJIbca 3aCMesIThCs, TO JIM OT THeBa. Ho OGosbine
HUYero. BeokaaB nmapy ceKyHj1, OH, HAKOHeIl, CKa3aJl:

— He naymato, 4to ThI CIIOCOOHA HAYYUTh MEHSI TOMY, O Ye€M FOBOPHUIIIb

— 30 emre nouemy? - yauBJIeHHO BCKUHYa 6poBr Codu

— IMoToMy UTO THI U CaMa MU He BJIaJICellIb.

Codu Bapyr NMovyBCTBOBAJIA KaK MO BCeMy Tely IMpoluia BoHA kapa. HaunHas ot HOr, oHa
Me[JIEHHO MTPOJBUHYJIACH BBIIIIE ¥ OCTAHOBUJIACH HA €€ JIMIIE.

— 4 omMYHO BaJeI0 BCEMU TEXHUKAMU, O KOTOPBIX TOBOPIO!

Jpoxaruii roioc BblIaBaJl CTpax U HEKOHTpOJIMpyemMylo 3710cThb. ['oBopst 310, Codput uyTh IpU-
BCTaJIa U, ke 3aKOHYUB (ppasy, MoHsiia, 4o Mepdu npas. OHa COBEPIIIEHHO He KOHTPOJIUPYET COO-
CTBEHHBIE SMOIIHH.

Kupan ycmexnyics, noareepskaast Meiciib Cocu. [ToOexaeHHasi, oHa cena oopatHo, a Mepdu
BCTaL

— IMoemb. - KUHYJI OH HA OCTBHIBIIYIO €1y Ha CTOJIE

— 41 He xouy. - 31m00HO0 podypuana Codu B OTBET, He I Ha Mepdu.

— IMoems. MHave y Tes1 He OCTaHETCs CHJL.

— Jlns gero?

— Hu piid gero.

[potsinyB pyky, KupaH B3si1 XpycTanbHbIid OOKasI, HATIOJTHEHHBIN aJIbIM BHHOM, OYATO KPOBBIO
CBOMX JKEPTB, OH OTBEPHYJICSI U TIOJOIIEJN K OKHY.

Codu TyT ke moaHsIa 1a3a. Ternepb oHa MOIJIa Kak CleAyeT pacCMOTpeTh ero urypy. Beico-
KHI, C KPETTKUM, XUJIMCTBIM TeJlocToxeHueM, Medpu crosi, Kak ropa. OH ObLT IeHCTBUTENBHO Kpa-
CHB, JJa’ke OHA H MOIJIa OTpUlath 370. Ho B To0BE HE OBLIO M MBICIIH, YTO MOXHO MOYYBCTBOBATb
K 9TOMY YeJIOBEKY UTO-TO, KpOME OTBPAIIIECHHUS.

“Her, oH - cymee 310. 1 kakoii Okl He OblIa €0 HApYKHOCTB - 9TO He OOMaHeT MeHs!..

Mepdu nogHec k rydam O0Kas 1 cziesiall IIIOTOK. 3aTeM MOCTOsIT Y OKHA eIlie HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I
u nioBepHyscs Kk Codu.

— Tax TbI HE cTaHelb ecTh?

2
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— Her.

— Yro x, mesno TBoe!..

JlennBo 1 pacciadIeHHO OH MOOIIIEN K CTOJTY M aKKYPaTHO, TIOUTH HECIBIIITHO MOCTABIIT OOKAJT.
Codu HanpsiKEHHO Clle/InIa 3a KaX/IbIM €ro IBUKEHUEM.

OH morpaBuJI MaHXeThl CBOETO MUKaKa W, YOEAMBIIMCh, YTO BCE B €ro 0Opase MAeasIbHO,
nocmotpen Ha Codu.

— Torma morigem!

— Kyna?

Mepdu cHoBa B310XHY/. OH IaBHO HE CTAIKUBAJICSA C JIIOABMU, KOTOPbIE OCMEIMBAIOTCS Tepe-
YHUTh €My WIH JIae IMPOCTO 3a/1aBaTh BOIMPOCH. Bce, KTO ero okpykaj, Hay9uIUCh MPeayrajbBaTh
ero kKeJIaHWs, TaK YTO eMy He IPUXOIUIOCh HUYEro OObsCHST.

OH B3I0XHYJI ¥ pa3pakeHHO MPOLIEIU CKBO3b 3yOBI:

— Bcrapaii 1 uam 3a MHOU. A, ecnu Oyjelb OONTaTh WM B3AyMaellb YTO-TO BBIKUHYThH -
Oyyienib Haka3aHa, MoHsIa?

— Hakazana?! B kakom cmbicne?..

He BcraBasi ¢ MecTa, HO OTKMHYBIIMCh HA CIIMHKY CTYJa C TAaKUM BBIPAKEHUEM JIUIIA, YTO
Mepdu gaxe cmytuics, Codpu mpuiiypuiach.

— [locraBuTe MeHs Ha KOJIEHU U 3aCTaBUTE CTO pa3 MpounTath OTye Haiil?

Jlo aTOr0 MOMEHTa B KOMHaTe ObUI ellle OIUH YesoBeK. POCIbIii OXpaHHUK C JIBICOM TOJOBOM
Y TEMHO-CEpOM TaTyHPOBKOM, MOKPBIBAIOIIECH €ro TOJICTYIO IIel0, MOKPHITYIO BHITYKJIBIMA BEHAMH.
Hecmotpst Ha ero pa3Mepsl, 3aMETUTh €ro ObLJIO MPAKTUYECKH HEBO3MOKHO. Beslb OH CTOs11, CJIOBHO
CTaTys y JaJbHEro BhIXO/IAa M3 CTONOBOM. 3a Bce Bpems, uto Cocdu ObuIa 3/1eCh, OH HU pa3y He Tolle-
BEJIMJICS M HUKaK He 00o3Haumi ceds1. Ho celiyac, koraa oHa Tak HEOCMOTPUTENIBHO AEP3KO OTBETHJIA
Mepdwu, OH pe3KO MOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY CTOJA.

Codu cMoTpera Ha BO3BBILIAIONIETOCs psaoM Mepdu 4y Th IPUMOAHSB OIO00poaoK. OT 3Toro
ee 1032 ¥ BHIPaKEHHM S JIMIIA BBIMJISAMSITN BbI3bIBAIOIIE TOPJICUBBIMH.

Mepdu XMBIKHYJT, HAPYIIIUB 3aCTHIBIIYIO ay3y. OXPAaHHUK B3APOTHYI U, CJIOBHO MIPUIS B UyB-
CTBA, MPUHSLT MPEAbIAYIYI0 HETIOKOJIEONMMYIO 103y KAMEHHOTO CTpaka.

— Ecmm He obpamaTh BHUMaHWsI Ha TBOKO IJIYNOCTh M HEOCMOTPHUTENBHOCTh, 3TO HaXe
MOXBAJIbHO.

— Yt0 umMeHHO?

— To, Kak Thl IPUTBOPSIEIILCST OECCTPAIITHOM.

Mepdu nipubmusmIics Ha mapy 11aroB ¥ Mprcest Ha Kpai crona npssmo Bosie Codu.

— HMurepecHo. ..

[MpunypuBIIMCH, CKa3aJl OH U MPOTSHYJI PYKY K M3yMJICHHOMY JIMITY eByIIKA. OH 0OXBaTUI
ee 3a MogdOPOIOK U MPUMOTHSUIT JHIO Tak, yTo Codu MmovyBcTBOBasA, Kak €€ KOPOTKKE BOJIOCHI
IIEKOYYT CIUHY.

-...Kak OBl THI 3arOBOpUJIA, CAENAM s TeOs1 CBOel MaJIeHbKOM MEHIKOH. . .

Ot 31X cnoB KpoBb Cou CJIOBHO OBl 3aCThiIa B kujax. [[eByIlika HEPBHO CIJIOTHYJA CKO-
MUBILYIOCS] Y KOPHS sI3bIKA CITIOHY U OTHPsIHYJIA, OCBOOOAMBIIMCH TAKMM 00pa3oM OT pyku Mepdu.
Hwuuero He oTBeuasi, OHa OTBeJIa B3I B CTOPOHY. Mepdhu ycMexHyIcsl.

— Tak g u nymain.

OH BCcTaJ HA HOTU U, TIO-XYJIMTAHCKH BCTABHMB PYKU B KApMaHbI OPIOK, OTOIIIEJ OT CTOJIA.

— ThI 3HaeMIb, 4TO S HE TPOHY TeO. . .

Jluib crierka noBepHyB rojioBy B cropony Codu, ckazas OH.

— Ho 3710 He 3HauMT, YTO 51 HE MOTY MPEBPATUTh TBOE CYIIIECTBOBAHUE B a/l.

Codu MeyIeHHO TIOAHSIA HA Hero TIJ1a3a.

— Tak 4yTO BCTaHb ¥ WU 32 MHOM.

Vixe 6e3 yemeriku go0asui Mepdu.
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Co¢u nouyBCcTBOBaJIA, UTO TEMEPh, KOTJa B €r0 Tooce MOSBUIMCH 3TH METAUTMYECKUE HOTKH,
OoJIbIIIe HET CMBICIIA TTpenupaThesi. Ee Mo Bee elre Bhpakasio BCIo MaTUTpPy SMOIMI, YTO OHA HCTIbI-
ThiBaJia. Ho oHa mopHsiack ¢ Mecta u noponuia k Kupany. OH mpoBed ri1a3amu 1o ee purype u, efne
3aMETHO YJIBIOHYBIIIMCh, CKa3aJl:

— Huuero. Tbl Hay4uIIbCs OBITH TOKOPHOM.

[Mocrte 3THMIX CIIOB OH pa3BepHYJICS U TiolIeN Brepe, caeiaB Codu TeHUBBIN 3HAK PYKOM, YTOOBI
Ta 1UIA CJIEJOM.

Codw 1ienach mo3aiu, To ¥ JeJI0 CTpeisisi Mo-AETCKU CEPAUTHIM B3IJISA0M B ciuHy Mepdu.

“Kaxko#t sxe mpuIypoK - qymaia oHa - 1 Obl ¢ pagoCThio MOCMOTpeNa, Kak KU3Hb UMEET €ro IO
nosHo# nporpamme! Kapmy HuKTO He oTMmeHsut, ocen!..”

Ona pyraa ero BHyTpH ceOsl TaK, Kak, eciid Obl 9TO ObLT CaMBIH 3I00OHBINA U YKACHBIN UeJIOBEK
BO BCEM MUDeE.

OXpaHHUK, CONPOBOXIAOIINN UX, 3aMeTH Kak TyObl Codu cnerka mesensrcs. OH He MOr
pazobparb, YTO MMEHHO OHA TOBOPHUT, HO MO B3Iy, HANPABIEHHOMY Ha CIHHY €ro XO3sMHa
OTJIMYHO TMOHUMAJI, KOMY TTpeIHa3HaYeHbI STU HECIIBbIIHbBIE c/IoBa. Ero mmpokoe uio, BHyIIaIee
BCEM, KTO BCTPEYa ero, CTpax TyT ke OKPACHUIIOCh ObICTpoi yibiOKou. [ToHsB, uTO a1 ciabuHy, OH
OTKAIIUTSUICS] U CHOBA MIPUHSUT YT POKAIOIIHIA BUI.

Mepdu octaHOBUJICS Y ABYCTBOpUYATON yOOBOM 1Bepy U NoBepHYJIcs kK Codu.

Oma Gobliie He HAIIENTHIBAJIA PYTraTesIbCTBA, HO BCE €Ille CMOTpesia Ha Hero M3-1oj OpoBei.

— 41 OBl XOTeN1 BUIIETh HA TBOEM JIMIIE OOJIbIIIE SHTY3MA3MA.

“A s1 OBl XOTEJ1a, YTOOBI THI 3ACYHYJI CBOM JKeJlaHu s ceOe B 3aqHuITy!” - MogymMalia OHa, HO HUYero
HE OTBETHJIA.

Mepdu ycmexnyscsa. OH He yMe YATaTh MBICTH, HO OTIIMYHO CUMTHIBAN B3MJIsAbL. Tem Oonee
Takue, Kak y Cou, HUYeM He MPUKPHIThIE U OTKPOBEHHO-TOBOPSIIFE O TOM, YTO TBOPUTCS Y Hee
Ha JyIIe.

Ero 3a0aBisiio To, Kak OHa IMBIXTUT U TO U JEJI0 C)KUMAET YeNTI0CTb, CIOBHO CAEPXKUBAsI ceOs OT
HEOCTOPOKHBIX BhICKa3biBaHUI. HO Mpy 9TOM 3Ta IeByIlIKa COBEPIIIEHHO He 3a00TUTCS O BHIPAKCHUH
CBOETO JIUI[a, HA KOTOPOM YHTaeTcs Jaxe OoJbllle, YeM OHa MOTJIa Obl CKa3arh.

Mepdu Mook pyKy Ha ABEPHYIO PYUKY U MSTKO TOJKHYJ JABEPb.

Koraa ona oTkpsLiachk, OH czenai mar B KomHaty. Codu Bolia cieioM, a OXpaHHHUK, COMPO-
BOK/IQIOIIHI €€, OCTAHOBWJICS] B IBEPHOM ITPOEME.

Crnauana Cocu He 3aMeTnIa HUYEro HeoObryHOro. [IpocTo GobIas MPOCTOpHAs KOMHATA C
BBICOKMMH TTOTOJIKAMH M TAHOPAMHBIMU OKHaMU. Ho Kak TOJIbKO MpoIIiia nepsast CeKyH/1a, I 1axKe
nonst 3Tol cekyHapl, Codu MoHsIa, 4To mepej Hel YTo-TO HeHOpMasibHOe. VI3 TeMHOTH YIJIOB B
LIEHTP KOMHAThI CTaJIM BHIXOOUTH MOIYyOOHAKEHHBIE sKeHIIMHBL. [Toxoxkue Ha 3aBeJeHHbIX KyKOJI, OHU
BCTaBJIM HA OOJIbIIIME KJIETKH, TIOKPHIBAIOIIME IO, CJIOBHO MMOBEPXHOCTH MIAXMATHOM JOCKH.

— Yro 3al... - BRIPBAJIOCH y HEe U30 pTa.

Omna noBepHyJ1a rojIoBy 1 ocMoTtpesia Ha Mepgu, KOTOpblid ¢ HECKpPbIBAEMBIM HAC/IAXKIEHUEM
HabOmonan 3a peakiueit Cogu. He oTpbiBasi HACMEIIUTMBBIX I71a3 OT €€ JIMIIA, OH OOPaTHJICS K CTOSIIIIAM
HaroToBE JIEBYIIIKAM.

— Teneps y Hac ectb benas Koponesa!

6.

Hu pa3zy B :xxu3nu Copu He BUIeI1a CTOJIBKO KPACUBbIX JKEHIIKH B OIHOM MecTe. M Hu pa3y oHa
HE YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl TAaKOW MaJICHbKOW M HUUTOKHOM, KaK ceryvac.

Kaxpas geByiika, MOKOPHO 3aMepiliasi Ha CBOEW KJIETOUKe, BBIIIsfEa ujaeaabHo. Bosockl,
KOka, HOrTH. .. Kaxgas ux Hux moria Osl 66iTh Kiieonarpoii.

Codu moBena 1uieyamMu Tak, OyATO el 3a MMBOPOT 3aMoN3 XKYK, Clesaia mar Ha3ajl, a 3aTeM
MoJHsIa r1aza Ha Mepdu.
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Ero ryObl M30rHY/IMCh B €J1e 3aMETHOH YJIbIOKe Mpeke, YeM OH CKa3al:

— Buky cmylieHre Ha TBOEM JIMLIE.

B oreer Cohut HaxMyprItachk M HErPOMKO MpoOypyaia:

— A s Ha TBOeM - Oesymue!

Kupan sA3BUTENILHO YCMEXHYJIC.

— Hakowner, Ml iepenuid Ha “Tbi”!..

Hwuuero He orBevast, Codpu CHOBa MOCMOTpEJIa Ha JIEBYIIEK,, 3aMOTHSIONINX POCTPAHCTBO KOM-
Hatbl. HecMerno, HO Tipu TOM ¢ HECKphIBaeMbIM JTIOOOIBITCTBOM, OHA clieiajia mar Brepen. Mepdu
MoTya HaOJTIo/Ia .

Codwu nofonia K OJHOM U3 AeBYIeK. DTO OblIa BBICOKast OJIOHAMHKA C CEPbIMU Oe3I0HHBIMU
J1a3aM#, CMOTPSIIMMU B 1ycToTy. Cohr OCTaHOBHIIACH HATPOTHB U, 3aITISTHYB € B JIMIIO, CKa3asa:

— Bl

JeByika gaxe He menoxnynack. Torna Cou nmogHsma pyKy U akTUBHO NTOMaxara y Hee reper
mutoM. Ho KpacoTka JuIis MOpruysia OT HEOKHIAHHOCTH.

3a CIIMHOM TYT ke MOCIbIIANCS Tskenbli B310x Mepdu. Copu 06epHynach.

— Yro THI Aenaenib? - CIPOCHII OH MOYTH POAUTETHCKAM TOHOM.

— A Ha yTO noxoxe?

— Ha 70, uTO THI OECCOBECTHO BJIE3aeIllb B IMYHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO JIKecc.

Codu cHOBa mocmoTpena Ha JeBymKy. OHa oOBesa B3IVISIOM ee CTPOMHYI0 (PUrypy, JHIIb
cJIeTKa MPUKPHITYI0O TOHKMM OOJIETaloIIuM I1aTheM. [I1yOoKoe NeKoIbTe OTKPOBEHHO IEMOHCTPHPO-
BaJIO YIIPYTYIO IPy/ib, @ KOCOW pa3pe3 Ha I00Ke CIIOBHO ObI IMPOKJIAAbIBAN JIOPOKKY TYAA, € COKPBITA
BCSI €€ )KEHCTBEHHOCTb.

Codu Bapyr crasio He 1o cede.OHa cBesia OpOBH, TsKeJIO0 B3JOXHYIIA U, 3aIJISTHYB MTPSIMO B JIUIIO
Ilxecc, cripocuina:

— DTOT NcuX AePXKUT TeOs B 3aJI0KHUKAX ? !

JleByIIKa JMIIb cIerka MpHUIoAHsia OpoBb, HO HUUEro He OTBETWIA. BMecTo Hee 3aroBopu
Mepdu.

— Ter mpocTo cmemHa. . .

Codu pazbsipeHHO OBEPHYJIACH.

— Ipocrure?!...

— O, MbI cHOBa Ha “Ber!..

Mepdu crenan HECKOIBKO 1aroB, OKa3bIBasiCh TAKMM 00pPa30M J0CTaTOYHO ONM3KO U K [[xecc,
u K crosieit psaom Codu.

Ona cMoTpesia Kak OH BCTaJl HAPOTHB JIEBYILIKH, 3aT€M MOAHSLT PyKY ¥ MEIJICHHO, OCTOPOKHO
MIONPaBIJT OpeTeNbKy ee Tuiaths. [7a3a Jkecc MOKOPHO OIMyCTMIIMCh, HO HECMOTPsI Ha 3TO, BCE ee
JIMIIO HAYaJIo MbLIATh KAKUM-TO HETIOHSTHBIM OTHEM PajoCTH.

Meppu Msrko rnposen KOCTAIIKaMM NaybleB 1o 1ieke [[xecc 1 He cBos IJ1a3 ¢ ee JIMLa, CKa-
3a1:

— OHa He 3aJI0)KHUIIA.

3arem Mepdu yopan pyky ot jmnia Ixecc u pazepHysics BceM TesioM K Codu.

— OmHa xo04eT OBITh 3/1ECh. - CYXO CKa3al OH. - Tak ke, Kak U OCTaJIbHBIE.

Codwu, KoTOpas U paHbIIle HE OYSHb XOPOIIO CITPABIISAIACH C COKPHITUEM COOCTBEHHBIX IMOIIHI,
Hayasia u3yMJIeHHO MOTaTh FOJIOBOM M Oerarth riia3aMu 1O JIUIaM BCeX AEBYIIIEK, CKIIOHUBIIUX T'OJIOBbI
B TIOCJTYIIIHOM MOJTYaHHH.

Mepdu Habmonan 3a Heu.

OH He nmpu3HaJT OBl 3TO HU 32 YTO Ha CBETE, HO C TOrO MOMEHTa, Kak oH yBuaen Cogu, BHYTpH
€ro XOJIOAHOTO CepAlla, MPHUBBIKIIETO HE PearupoBaTh Jake Ha caMble Y)Kacalollue BeIy, POAUIOCh
KaKOe-TO CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO. DTO YyBCTBO HAIMOMUHAJIO 3y/. [IpoTHUBHBIN, MOUTH OOJIE3HEHHBIN 3y,
OT KOTOPOT'O XOPOIIO Obl N30aBUThCS. A TOUHEE, XOPOIIO Obl U30aBUTHCS OT ero nepeonpuyrHsl. Ho
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OH OIISITh U ONSATh CMOTpEJ Ha Hee, Ha niepBornipuunHy. Ha Cocu. OH u3yyai 1o, Kak OHa JBUraercs,
KaK TOBOPUT, KAK CMOTPHUT, U 3y BHYTPH €r0 Cep/lla CTAHOBWIICS BCE CUJIbHEE U CUJIbHEE.

Codu pazoyapoBaHHO OITYCTWJIA TUIEYM M OOBeNa B3IJISJOM JIEBYIIEK, CTOSIIMX Kaxaas Ha
CBOEH KJIeTKe, a 3aTeM Opocuiia Mepdu:

— 41 He ymelo urparh B IIaXMarhl.

Mepou He cBoauMII C Hee B3VIAAA.

Codu nosepHynach 1, IOCMOTPEB MPSIMO B €ro I71a3a, nosropuia. Ha ator pa3 rpomue:

— 41 He ymelo urparh B Iaxmarsbi !

— Tbl HayuMIIbCS. - MATKO OTBETW KupaH. - DT0 He Tak yXk CJIOKHO.

OH roBopuJI Tak COKOMHO, yT0 Coby HAYaI0 MyTHTh. TO OBLIIO JKYTKO.

OnHa OTIMYHO MOHMMAaJa, B Y€l KalkaH yroauia, HO COBEpIIEHHO HE MOHMMaJia, 3a4eM OHa
HY’KHAa 3TOMY YEJIOBEKY.

Ha, ona mpoOpanack B ero Homep. Ho Begp oHa HUYero He Hamwia Tam.K Tomy e, oH cam
OTITYCTHJI €€.

“Torna yro emy HY)kHO?”

Heoxunanno miis camoit cedst Cou 3aKpbiia 171a3a U TSHKEJIO B3IOXHYIIA.

Kupan uyth Hampsircs. OH yxe nogymali, 4to ceiuac Bce 3akoHYUTCS. OHa HE BBIIEPKUT U
pacruiayercsi, a IOTOM HaYHET yMOJISATh €ro OTIYCTUTh ee. TeHb pa3o4apoBaHMs MOYTH MOJTHOCTHIO
Hakpbuta Kupana, korga Cogu oTKpbUIa 171a3a, 00Ipo U CMeJIo MocMoTpesia B 1iaza Mepdwu u cka-
3aja:
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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