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AHHOTaAMSA
Kupan Meépdu - 0Oe3KaloCTHBIA, pPacYETIMBBIA, OINMACHBIA U
COBEpIIIEHHO HENOCTYMHBIA aisa TakuX, Kak Codu. Ho umeHHO
OHa JOJUKHA TIOSIBUTHCS B €r0 JKU3HU, CHeNaTh CBOM BKJAM JUIst
pa3pylieHus ero UMIEpUr 1 YUTH, OCTABIIMCh HE3aMEUEHHOM.
[IpaBna, KaxeTcsi, OT HEro HeJb3s YIUTH He3aMeUeHHOM. ..



Puna /IlyopoBuna
XO035IMH HOUYH

XO0351MH HOUU

1.

Codu crosina B 3aJIMTOM CBETOM 3aJie, TJe KaxKIblil BTOPOU
IIPY KEJIAHUU MOT Obl KyIUTh ceOe MaJICHbKYIO CTpaHy.

VY3Koe miathe BHITOJHO MOJYEPKUBAIIO €€ CTPOMHYIO (pUrypy,
a KaOJIyKH Jieiaid HOTY AJIMHHEee, HO BCE paBHO OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA
ceOsl He B CBOEH TapesiKe.

Hepxa B pykax OOKas yxke TEIJIOro MmaMIaHCKOTO, JeBYIIKa
CKOJIb3WJIA TJ1a3aMu MO 3ai1y. JleCaTKU pa3ayThiX OT TOPAOCTH 3a
TOJICTOTY CBOMX KOIIEJIBKOB MYKUMH M KEHIIUH PacXaXUBaJIU
Ty[a-Clo[la C BUJJOM KOPOJIEN KU3HHU.

"Ho HM OAWH U3 HUX U PSAJOM HE CTOWT C TEM, KTO MEHS WH-
Tepecyer..."- nogymaina Codu.

Me[ieHHO, CIIOBHO CKaHHMPYsl IOMEIIEHUE, OHA [pOBeJa IJla-
3aMHU 110 MOAHBIM ILIaThsIM OT [Juop, nuaxakaM ApMaHu U CyM-
kaMm BaneHcuara. BHe3anmHO €€ B3IV OCTAHOBWICS TaM, IIE
HY)KHO, ¥l OHa JIOBOJIHO YJIBIOHYJIACh.

"Bot u oH. Kupan Mépdu...B 3Tom roposie MMEHHO OH HacCTO-
AIUNA KOpoJib. Ml OH mpekpacHoO 00 3TOM OCBEIOMJIEH. "

KupaHn cTosis1 B KOHIIE 3aj1a ¥ C HEBO3MYTHUMBIM JIUIIOM CMOT-
peJl Ha OJJHOTO M3 CBOMX T'OCTEH, OYpPHO TBITAIOIIEroCs BIieUaT-



b ero. Ho B rmazax Mépdu Huvero He ObLIO.

"TomnbKo X07101. MOXHO TOJNBKO MPEACTABUTh, HA YTO CIOCO-
O€H 4esIoBeK C TaKuMHU ra3aMu.” - pasmMeiiuisia Codu.

"Ho meHs 310 He ucnyraet. He 3ps ke s moutu otgana ayury,
9TOOBI TIONACTh HA STOT MPUEM, HaJIeNa TUIAThe U YEPTOBBI Kab-
nyku! HyXHO TOJIBKO T0k/1aThCsI, KOT/1a HAYHETCS] HarpaxIeHue
YJIEHOB KJTyOa "MOYETHBIX JEHEKHBIX MEIIKOB" U TUXOHBKO MPO-
OpaTbCsl HaBepX.

A naspilie MHE XBaTHUT IBAALIATA MUHYT, YTOOBI B3JIOMATh €TI0
KoMmribotep!"

B stotr MmomeHT cymouka Codu uznaia mpoH3UTETbHYIO BHO-
paluio, ¥ JIeByIIKa JOCTajla OTTYy/la CTapblii KHONOYHBIN Teje-
(on. Ha sxpaHe BbICBETHJICSI HE3HAKOMBI HOMEpP, HO OHA OT-
JIMYHO 3HAaelllb, KTO 3TO, M MO3TOMY Cpa3y K€ Hakajla KHOIIKY
"OTBETUTD".

- Ma, mucrep Ksio. - Tuxo nporosopuia Codpu

- He Ha3piBail MeHS 10 MIMEHHU. - TOJIOC B TPyOKe 3Bydall Ha-
CTOPOEHHO U HEMHOTO YI'pOXKalolle.

- IIpocrure.

['oBops uyTh THIlIE, CAEIajla HECKOJBKO IIaroB B CTOPOHY,
YAAISASACH OT CTOSIIIUX PSIIOM JIIOAEH.

- Yrto-TO M3MeHWnoch? 3ayemM Bbl 3BOHUTE? - KCITyTaHHO
CIpOCHJIa JEBYIIIKA.

- 41 3BOHIO cKa3aTh, YTO CPEAM FOCTEW €CTh OJIMH U3 OTOLIE-
mmx. OH OyJeT MmelTaThesl MOMeIaTh Tede, Tak YTo Oyab OCTO-
pOXHAa.



- [Nonsina. 51 6yay ocTopoXHa.

- Xopomwo. [Iotomy 4TO ThI 3HAEllb, KAK 3TO BAXHO.

YesnoBek Ha TOM KOHIIE POBOAA HA MTHOBEHHE 3aMOJT4aJl, HO
Codwm 3Hau1a, 4TO B 3TOM HET HUYero xoporuero. ITocie kopoTkon
Tay3bl, OH 3a3BYyYaJl CIIE KECTYE U OMACHEE.

- DTO BaXHO, IJIABHBIN 00pa3oM, s TeOsl.

- A 3Haw0.

- Torna 3a meno.

Kopotkue rynku o6opBasi 3TOT CTPaHHBIN pa3roBOp, U3Be-
mast Copu 0 ToM, 4TO coOeceTHUK oBecut TpyOKy. CikaB ryOsl,
JEBYILIKa B3JOXHYJIA U clipsATaia TenedoH B cyMouky. Kak pa3 B
3TO MIHOBEHME Ha CLIeHEe NOSIBUJICS BeyIIUi 1 Ha4asl OO bSIBIIATh
0 HavaJle LIEPEMOHUM Harpax/jeHus. Bce rocty Hauanm MeJieH-
HO pacrion3arbes 1o cBouM MectaM, a Codu oTolIa K CTOIMKY
y BBIXOJIa, YTOOBI HE3aMETHO YJIU3HYTh, KOT/Ia BCE HAYHETCS.

CeeT uyTh NpUITTyLIAICS, HO JEBYIIKA MPEKPACHO BUJEIA,
kak Kupan Mépdwu nmonomen Kk croiy nepej CLIeHOUM U el PsiioM
CO CBOMM IIMPOKOIUICYNM TEJIOXPAHUTEJIEM U IOHOU JIEBYLIKOU.
OmnepeBIIUCh O CTEHY, OHA CKPECTUJIa PyKU Ha TPyaH, OXKuast
TIOKA 3aJ1 [IOTPY3UTCA B TEMHOTY, ¥ OHa CMOXEIIIb YJIU3HYTh.

HaOmonas 3a 6e3ykopusHeHHOU BbinipaBkoit Mépdu, Codu
HEBOJIFHO TIOJJMETHJIA, YTO OH OYEHb XOPOII COOOH.

"He 3psl *KEHIMHBI TaK U TAOT OT OJIHOTO YIOMHUHAHUS €ro
uMeHH. KpacuBblii, Kak 4€pT, KPENKo CI0KEHHBI, OOrarsiil...

THUXOHBKO XMBIKHYB, IEBYIIIKa 3aKaThIBaelllb IJ1a3a.

"TOJNBKO BOT y HETO pPyKH IO JIOKOTh B KpoBu!..Takue monu,



KaK OH, He 3aCITy)KUBaI0T 000XkaHMs. YTO He Tak ¢ TUM MUpom?"

Benymni 3akOHYMII CBOIO peYb M TOPKECTBEHHO MO3BAJI Ha
cueny Kupana Mépdpu. HecrienmnbM 1marom, HalmoMuHaoIUM
TOPXKECTBEHHOE IIECTBUE ,OH JIBUTAJICA K CIIeHe 1oJ] OypHbIe OBa-
un. Kakyioe 1BMkeHHe 3TOro MyKUUHBI ObLJIO HATIOMHEHO CH-
JIOH, BIACTHIO U HeNmoKomeobumocThio. Kazanock, uTo Bech Mup u
JIIO/IA B HEM HE MPEJICTABIISIOT AJIs1 HEr0 HUKAKoro uHrepeca. OH
- XO35IMH BCEro, a yce ocTajbHble...EMy HET HMKakoro jena ao
OCTaJIbHbIX.

Cou mpe3puTenpHO MoK YTOIOK pTa U B3IEpHYJIa Opo-
BAMM, a 3aTEM IOMATUIIACH K BBIXOLY.

"Tlopa!"

Yepes cekyHIy OHa yxke Oexana K Ty, 4ToObl OAHSITHCS
B HoMep Kupana u caenars 10, 4TO OBUIO HYXHO.

JIndr, kaxercs, exan yxxacHo mejyieHHO. Cou HEpBHO CTY-
Yaja KabayKoM 1o Nony, Habmoast, Kak udpbl HECIENTHO CMe-
HsI0TCS Ha Tabno. HakoHen, pa3nasicsi TOpKECTBEHHBIN CUTHA,
W3BEIIAIONIVIA MPUOBITUY HA HYKHBIA 3TaX. Beliifst B KOpUaop,
Codu onacnupo ornsagesach o CTOPOHAM.

"Hukoro. Otinyno!"

BhIcTpbIMM, HO TUXMMHU IIaTaMU OHa MOJONUIA K ABEpPH, Be-
JOyLIEeN B MTPE3UJEHTCKUM JIIOKC, B KOTOpbI MEpdu Bcerga ocra-
HaBJIMBAETCS.

"IIpe3uneHTckui JokKc!..;ymaer, uro oH npe3uaeHT?.." - Co-
(v mouTH TPACIO OT OMHON MBUIM O TOM, KaK JIOIHU, TIONOOHbIE
Meépdu npoxkMBaIOT CBOIO KU3Hb. BCs 9Ta rOHKa 3a JIeHbraMu,



YCIIEXOM U TOMY TOAO0OHBIE TICEBJOIIEHHOCTH COBEPIIEHHO He
npensimany e€. U Bc€, uro oHa genana, ObUIO MOYTH MaHHUbe-
CTOM TIPOTHB MOTPEOUTEILCKUX 3aKOHOB 3TOI'0 MUpA.

C nonoOGHBIMU MBICIISIMU JIEBYIIIKA BHIYWJIA U3 CBOEH CyMOUY-
KM MaJIeHbKYI0O KOPOOOYKY M OTKpbUIa e€. Habop pazHooOpas-
HBIX OTMBIYEK UTPUBO OJIecTeT B KOPUJOPHOM CBETE.

" 1711 9TOro 3aMKa MHE TIOHAI00MTCS KOe-4TO TIOKpyde, YeM
MeTAJUTMYECKas Majaoyka."

Codu 3aKycria HIKHIO ry0y U € JIyKaBbIM OTOHBKOM B TJIa-
3ax TOJIHSUIA TIOAKJIAAKY Ha KPbIIIKe KOpoOouku. M3-nom msr-
KOU TKaHM TYT K€ MOKA3aJICSl CIPSITAHHBIN TaM MarHUTHBIN KJTIOY
OT HOMEpA.

"PamnplIie ObUIO ropasio mpoile B3JIaMbIBaTh 3aMKH!" - ycmex-
HYBIIIKCB, [TOJyMaJla OHA U ITPOBEJIa KAPTOUKOM 110 3aMKy. [IBepp
HIEJTKHYJIA U OTKPbLIACH.

Cou caMOI0BOIBHO YJIBIOATIACH, BXO/SI BHYTPb.

"Het HUUero HeBO3MOKHOTO 17151 KEHCKOW TpyAu. DTH I€BOY-
KM MOT'YT JOCTaTh 4TO YrogHO. Jlaxe, eci 1Jis 3TOro npuuercs
OTBJIeUb Ha ceOs1 BCE BHUMaHUE UUOTa-aqMUHUCTpaTopa!"

Hcue3HyB 3a 1Bepbio HOMepa U, CIPATaB BCE CBOM OTMbIUKU
Y BOPOBAaHHBIII MATHUTHBIN KJII0Y, JEBYIIIKA OIVISIHY/IACH 110 CTO-
pOHaM.

[IpucBUCTHYB, OHA HaYaJ1a MEIJIEHHO MPOXaXKUBATHCS IO IIH-
KapHOMY HOMeEpY.

"Ouenb HenypHO! KamuH, naHOpaMHble OKHA, (DPYKTHL...»

[TpuOGMM3UBIIUCH K CTONMKY C (PpyKTaMu, OHA COpBajia 0OJb-



IIyI0O BUHOTPAJUHKY U 3aKMHYJIa €€ B POT.

- MMMMM!.. - 3aKpBIB I71a3a, TUXO MPOCTOHAIA OHA OT YIO-
BOJILCTBUSI, KOTJIa CJIAIKUIA COK 3arlOJTHUI €€ POT.

"V Hero naxe BUHOTPAJ] CaMblil JIyqiui!.."

[IpoxeBaB sroay, AeByIIKa B3JOXHYJIA.

"Jlagno. Bpemenu Hert. I[Iycte ME€pdu HacmaxgaeTcs CBOMMU
re/IOHUCTUYECKUMH IITyKamu. [{o Tex mop, moka ero uCTopusi He
3aKOHUYMUTCS!"

Codu BHUMATEIBHO OCMOTPENACh 10 CTOPOHAM, OTHICKMBAS
cnenpl Benler Kupana, HO HUYEro He yBUJENA.

"HaBepHoe, oHU B cniaJibHeE. "

CekyHIy AeBylIKa BCIyIIMBAJIaCh B THUIIMHY, HO HE 3ame-
TUB HUKAKMX MOI03PUTENbHBIX 3BYKOB, OTIIPABUJIACH B CTOPOHY
CHAJIbHU

Boiins BHYyTpb, OHA cpa3y *ke 3aMeTuia OTKPHITHIA YeMOIaH
U JIeKaluil B HEM KoMITbloTep. briakeHHas yiplOKa TyT e pac-
TSIHYJIACh Ha €€ JIUIIE.

"IT10 OBIJIO CIMIITKOM TTPOCTO!"

[Topoiins kK uemoaHy, OHa JOCTajla KOMIIBIOTEpP, OTKPhLIA €ro
Y yceJiach Ha Kpail KpOBaTH.

"Ecnm oH ellg u He 3anaposieH..."

Ho Her, Kak TOJbKO 9KpaH 3aropesicsi, nepej ee€ riaa3amMu Bbl-
CKOUMJIO OKOIIKO 11 3anonHeHus1 naposs. Copu ycMexHyach.

"T10 OBUTO OBI CIUIIIKOM XOpormo!"

JloctaB MasieHbKyI0 (pJIeIIKY, OHAa BCTaBUJIa €€ B pa3bEM U Ha-
yaJia x/1aTh. Yepe3 CeKyHy Ha 9K paHe MOsIBUIUCH OKHA, B KOTO-



PbIX CO CKOPOCTBIO CBETA, MEHSIUCh ThicsiuM Mpp. Mraosenue
- ¥ HyXKHBII NTapotb ObUT TOJOOpaH.

"Bor u Bcé!"

[oaxmounBIIKMCh K KoMIbloTepy KupaHa, neBynika yxe co-
OpaJsiach YCTAaHOBUTH MTPOTPAMMY [JIsI CIIEKKH 32 BCEMU €TO JIeH-
crBusiMu. Ho BOpPYT I1yXoii 3ByK 3BYK OTKPBIBAIOIIEWCSI B HOMEP
nBepu, npepsai e€. Codu B3ApOrHyIa.

"Yepr!"

OHa yyTh HaKJIOHWJIACh BIIEPEN, IPUCITYIIUBASCh K 3BYKaM 32
JIBEPBIO.

"KT0-TO npuimén B Homep!"

BhICTpo OTKIIIOYKMB CBOE 00OPYAOBaHUE OT KOMITbIOTEpa, jie-
BYIIIKA 3aXJIOMHYJIA €r0 Y MOJIOXKWIA Ha MecTo. THXO MOIKpaB-
IIKCh K JIBEPU, OHA BCITYIIUBAIACH, MBITASICh TOHSITh, KTO 9TO MO-
KeT ObITh. MyKCKHe rojioca mpuoO/IMKaInuch, U OHA TIOHSIA, YTO
oOJiajiaTeNy TUX TOJIOCOB UAYT B CTOPOHY CMAJIbHMU.

"Ho 3aech a! Y oHM He TOIKHBI MEHS YBUETH!"

Co¢u Havanma cynopoXHO Bpalaellb rojJOBOM U OCTAaHOBHU-
JIach TOJIBKO TOT/A, KOT/Ja YBU/IEJIA BHIXO/] Ha OAJIKOH.

[Mon6esxaB kK HeMy, OHa OBICTPO IOPKHYJIA B IPUOTK PHITHIE pa3-
JBUKHBIE JIBEPU U CPa3y K€ OKa3aJlaCh Ha JTOBOJILHO MPOCTOP-
HoW Jiokuu. [IprxaBiMch K CTeHe, NeBYIIKA UHCTUHKTUBHO
KaK MOKHO CHJIbHEE BTSHYJIA KUBOT, CJIOBO MBITASICh CIIUTHCS C
JOPOTUM KUPIIMYOM, KOTOPHIM OBbUTU BBUIOKEHBI BCE CTEHBI 3TO-
ro HOMepa.

"Bor uépr!..Uepr! Yepr!" - mpicnenHo pyranace Codpu. OHa



TIO/IHSAJIA TJ1a3a B HEOO M Ckajia I'yObl, CTapasiCh YHATh OCIIeHO
KoJIoTSILeecs cepaie. [IBepb B callbHIO OTKpbUIACh U Tojoca,
KOTOpbIE JEBYIIKA CJbIIIAJA paHee, pa3Jaluch OTYETIIMBEE.

- Tel 3Haemb, Kupan, B 3T0M ropojie MHOIO JIIOJIei, KOTOpbIE
rOTOBBI Ha BCE, 4T0ObI 3anonyunTh "Grand Casino" - 3TOT rosoc
OBbLT HU3KUI 1 HEMHOTO B3BOJTHOBAHHBIN.

- menHo noatoMy s M mokynaio ero, Biaj. - xononHo oTse-
yaJ Ipyrou.

Codu cBea 6poBH M MOKavasia rojgoBOu.

"I10 oH. Kupan Mépdu. 1 on nokynaer Grand Casino? Cko-
PO B 9TOM TOpojie He OCTaHEeTCS] HUYero, YTOObl He PHHAJIJIeKA-
Jio emy!"

Crapasich ObITh KaK MOXHO THIIIE, IEBYIIIKA ITPOIOIKIIIA CITY-
maTh pa3roBop. To Jim OT mepen30ObITKA aJpeHATNHA, TO JIU TPO-
CTO OT [JTYTIOCTH, OHA UyTh HAKJIOHUJIACh, YTOOBI 3aIJISIHYTh B HO-
mep. Kupan Hanun 6ypOoH B /1Ba XpyCTaIbHBIX CTaKaHa M MPO-
TSIHYJ O[IUH CBOeMY coOeceTHUKY. TOT Mpsit HAMMTOK U3 ero PyK
Y CKasal:

- Twl yBepeH, uTo TeOe HyKHbl HOBbIE Bparu?

- Bparu? - uyth ynuBuBIIUCH, OTBeTUI Mépdu. OHAKO BbI-
paXEHUE €ro JIMLA OYTH HE UBMEHWIIOCH. - Y MEHS HET Bparos!

- Th Tak mymaens?

- 910 npasaa. f nmpocro aenaio To, uto ymew. Kakoe MHe 1emno
JI0 TeX, KOMY 4TO-TO He HpaBuTcs! Ecnu y HUX He XBaTaeT MO3-
T'OB, YTOOBI TIOJTy YT KEIAeMOe, ITO He Mos IipoodsiemMa. - Kupan
CTOSLT POBHO M CIIOKOMHO, IS8 MPSAMBIM B3DIs110M Ha Briana.



- Kak 3Haelb. - otBeTU TOT. - [IpocTo 4 cibiinan MakcBeut
OYeHb 301 Ha TeOs1 eIlE ¢ TeX MOp, KaK ThI CKYITHJI OOJIBIIIYIO YaCTh
HeaBIkUMocCTHU B Jlac-Berace.

Kupan nopomén k okHy 1 nommpe packpbll asepu. Copu
clenayia mar B CTOPOHY M TYT ke ymnepiach OeJipoM B CTeK-
JIAHHBIE Niepuiia. VcmyraHHO BTSIHYB BO3AYX, OHA YK€ IPUTOTO-
BUJIach ObITh packpbitoil. Ho Mépdu He Bbien Ha OaJkoH, a
OCTaJICA CTOSATh B HOMEPE U CMOTPETh YePe3 OTKPHITOE OKHO HA
MEPIHAIOITNI OTHSIMU TOPO/I.

- 4 mokynato Grand Casino, Bnaa. - moBropui oH. - 9T0 He
o0cyXIaeTcs.

CaenaB IIOTOK U3 CTaKaHA, OH OTBEPHYJICS OT OKHA.

- Thl MOXeIlIb UATH. 3alUMUCh BceMU (POPMATIBHOCTSMU. 3aB-
TPa MbI MOATIMILEM JTOKYMEHTBHI.

- Xopouo, KupaH. - nociaynso orsetu Biaj, nmocrasui cra-
KaH Ha CTOJI ¥ MOJOUIEN K ABepU. B nocneaHnii MOMEHT OH OCTa-
HOBWJICS U, OOEPHYBIIIUCH, CHOBA oOpaTtuiics K Kupany:

- Tl €€ CIyCTUIIBCA K CBOMM TOCTAM?

Mépdu cHOBa 0TBEpHYJICA K OKHY. Ero B3risg HEBO3MyTUMO
B3MpaJ Ha ropof, ero ropoa. OH TUXO B3A0XHYI. Tak THXO, YTO
naxe Codu, CTosIIast COBCEM PsiIOM HE YCJIbIIIaia 3TOro B3/10-
xa.

- To1 ke 3Haews. - TMXO OTBevasl OH Buany. - 4 ycrpauBaio
9TOT CMEKTaKJb TOJIBKO JJIs1 TOro, YTOObI BCE ITU TapaKaHbl 3HA-
JI1, KOMY OHH 00sI3aHBI CBOMMH yCTIEXaMHU.

Hepnonras naysa nosucia B BO3yxe npexae, yem Biag orse-



THIL

- KoneuHo.

He roBopst 6oJibIie HU ciioBa, Biaj ckpbljics 3a ABEPHIO, OCTa-
BUB KupaHna B ropioM, Tak 1IeHUMOM UM OJIMHOYECTBE.

Codu noutu He nepecrasa AblaTh , 3AMEPEB HA MECTE U U30
BCEX CHJI CTApasICh CIUTHCS CO CTEHOM WM IMPOCTO PACTBOPHUTH-
cs B HOuM. Bceero B nmonmymeTrpe OT €€ yxa OTYETJIMBO CJIbIIIATIOCh
MO3BSIKUBAHUE KYCOUKOB JIbJa B cTakaHe Mepdmu, Korga oH cae-
JIaJ1 eme OIvH IVIOTOK.

"OH 4TO HEe YUIET oTcroAa?!..» - B IaHUKE NOoAyMaJa IEBYIIIKa.
- «Yro0 xe MHe nenarp?"

OHa 4yTb OTKJIOHWJIaChb B CTOPOHY, BBIIVISbIBAsA 3a NEepuia
OaJIKOHa M OlIEHMBasi CBOM IIIAHCH HA BHDKMBAHUE B CITydae Ta-
JICHUSI.

"[IlaHchl Hy/EBBIE..." - (haTaIbHBII rOJI0OC B €€ rooBe Y:Ke ObL1
TOTOB K IPOLIAJIBHON PEYH.

Kak pa3 B aToT MoMeHT, korga Codu yxe paspirpana B CBO-
el ToJIoBe CIICHApUU COOCTBEHHOW CMEPTH, CPe/Id KOTOPBIX ObI-
Jio niafieHue ¢ 34 3taxa, CMEpPTh OT KaX[bl, €CJIU €Ul MPUAETCS
CUJIETh Ha 9TOM OaJIKOHE HECKOJIbKO THEW M HENOCPEeJICTBEHHO
yOHMIICTBO CaMBIM OMACHBIM YEJIOBEKOM BO BCEM rOpoJie, HEOKH-
JAHHO paszfaics Tmxuu rosoc. Ero romoc.

- 1 xto THI TAKAA?

CrOKOWHBIN, XOJIOIHBIN, YyTh YCTABIIWIA, OH SIBHO OOparma’-
csl UMEHHO K Heil. Bcé em€é comHeBasich, IEBYIIKA UCITyTaHHO
OTKPBUIA IJ1a3a U MOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY, TJIe IOJKEH ObLI



crosith Mépdu. Ho ero Tam He ObUIO, OH HE BBIIIIE] Ha OAJIKOH,
a, CTaJio ObITh, HE MOT BUJIETH €€.

"MoxkeT OH MpOCTO MO TesiepOHy rOBOPUT!..
nogymaia Codu.

- Moxelilb BOITH, pa3 yx& Thl YKe 3[€Ch?.. - CHOBA POU3HEC
Meépdmu.

Codu Haxmypuiiach B 3amelaresibctse. Cmech cTpaxa M Jio-
OOMBITCTBA OXBATHUIIO €€.

"OH Belb He cTall OBl TaK CITOKOWMHO TOBOPHUTH CO B3JIOMIIIH-
KoM. Benp Tak?.." - BCE ele npoaokas CIMBaThCs CO CTEHOU,
pa3aymbiBaja JeBYIIIKA.

BHe3zanHo BeicOKast Mykckas (purypa, TEMHasi U HEOCTUKU-
Masi, KaKk cama HOYb, LIarHyJia BIEepPE] U OCTAHOBWIICS PSIIOM C
Codm.

[ToBepHYB rojioBy, OHA MIOTEPSTHHO TIOCMOTpEJia Ha MYKUMHY
paom ¢ codoid. BOnmu3u oH nokasasics et eme oonee JaEKuM,
4yeM Ha paccTosiHuu. Ero nmiio He BbIpaxanio BOOOIe HUKAKUX
smMormi. Takoe 4yBCTBO, YTO €ro He MOIJIO 33JeTh HU4ero. [Jaxe
TO, YTO OHA, COBEPILIEHHO HE3HAKOMasl JIEBYIIIKA, CTOsIA 31ECh,
Ha OaJIKOHE ero Mpe3uIEHTCKOrO JIIOKCa, Jake 9TO COBEPIIEHHO
HE YIUBJISUIO U HE BO3MYILAJIO €ro.

He cBoas Gompmx ucmyranHeix a3 c¢ ero jmia, Codwu
cTapajiaCh He JABHUraThCs, OT YEro TOJBKO CHJIbHEEe HAIOMHHA-
Jla MaJIEHbKOT'O 3BEPbKA, MOMABIIIETO B JIAMbl XUIIHKKA. Belk/1aB
HECKOJIbKO CeKyH/, OyITO naBasi €l BO3MOXKHOCTh MTPUBBIKHYTh
K cede, Mépdu THXO MPOU3HEC :

- C HaOeX oo



- A Teriepb Thl BOUIEIIH B HOMED U Oy/Iellb TOBOPUTb.

2.

Her Huuero mioxoro B crpaxe. CTpax - 3T0 MEXaHU3M, NI03BO-
JISTIOUIHIA )KUBOMY CYIIECTBY BbUKUTb. OH MOOUJIM3YET HAc, Jie-
JIAeT CIIyX OCTpEE, a TeJIO BHIHOCIUBEE.

Codu He pa3 wucneiThiBsIa 3TO 4yBCcTBO. CHavasia, CJIIOBHO
OCTpBIM HIMUJIb BOH3A€TCSI B JKUBOT, 3aCTaBJIsIsI PE3KO BBIIOX-
HYTb. 3aTeM, BpeMsi OyTO 3aMeIJISIeTCsl KU MOKHO YJIOBUThH Jaxke
CaMyI0 HE3HAYUTENIbHYIO MEJIOYb.

Bort u ceituac. Barnsaa Cocu ynan Ha 10 Orecka HauMIIEHHBIE
6otuHkr Mepdu. UaeanbHble, CIOBHO HaAeThlie B MEPBbIN pas,
TEMHO-KOPUYHEBBIE, O] LIBET I1a3 Biajenbla, okcgopabl. Co-
(pm 3agymaiace:

«Wnm 310 nepou?.. Y okchopnoB OTKphITask NIHYPOBKA HJIH
HET...»

CTpaHHO, HO MBIC/I O TOM, KaK IMEHHO Ha3bIBAIOTCSI OOTHUH-
KM 9TOrO OMACHOTO YeJIOBeKa, B Yell HoMep OHa Iipodpaiachk, 3a-
60THM €€ OoJIbIIe, YeM TO, UTO C Hell Oy/IeT JAajbliie. YIOBUB ce-
051 Ha TIIATEJILHOM OOlyMbIBaHMM 3TOro Bornpoca, Copu CKOH-
(yxeHHO cBena OpoBU.

«Kakas paznuiia, uro y Hero 3a 6otuHku?! O yeM BooOIIe
g nymao?.. OH celyac MpOCTPEIUT MHE T'OJIOBY, a S IIBITAIOChH
BCIIOMHUTH TO, YETO TOJIKOM U HE 3HAIO. ..»

Jlenensmii ayily rojoc npepsaj BHyTPEHHUE METaHUs Jie-
BYIIKHU:

— Jlagno, s noHsu1. OcraHemcs 371eCh



Pasmepennbivu maramu Kvupan nogomeén Kk crodiemMy psaoM
KPEecily, HECTIEIIIHO PAaCCTErHYJI IYTOBUIly Ha MUKake U cesl. OH
9yTh TPUIIOAHSIUT TIONOOPOIOK, OKUJIbIBAsl JEBYIIKY KaKHUM-TO
CKYYalolI1M, HO BMECTE C TeM, BCE e, HEMHOI'O 3aMHTEPECOBAH-
HBIM B3[JISIIOM.

Cou Kpenko mprkana CyMOUKy K TPYAH U emE OONbIIle TpH-
JIbHYJA K XOJIOMHOM CTEHE.

“criokoiHo. .. Ecnu oH 10 cux nop He MPUKOHYMII MEHS, ECThb
IIIaHC, YTO BCE oOomnercs.”

Ha kakoe-To 04eHb KOPOTKOE MTHOBEHME €M 1aXke CTajlo Ka-
3aThCsl, UYTO € yAACTCSl BBIUTH CYXOW M3 9THX BOM, B KOTOpbIE
OHa TaK He MpeAynpeauTeNbHO Bouula. Ho Kak TOJNIBKO CeKyH-
Hasl paiocTh pa30duiIach O XOJIOJHOE BhIpaxeHue Jmia Kupana
Meépdmu, cTpax, KUBOTHBIY CTpax, BEPHYJIC.

Codu cpazy ke BCIIOMHMJIA O TOM, YTO HUYEro M3 3ay-
MaHHOI'O €Ml Tak U He yJajoch nponenars. dremnka ¢ nporpam-
MOW-CJIEKKOWM MUPHO MOKOWJIACh B €€ MOHOIIEHHOW CyMOUKe. A
YeJIOBEK, 32 KOTOPBIM 3Ta CJIekKKa JTOKHA Obl1a OBITh YCTaHOB-
JIeHa, CUJIeNl HalTpOTHUB U BBUKUAAIOLIE CMOTPEN Ha HeE.

“Ox, Hy 1 KommMap! f Beip He ycrena HU4ero CKOnMpoBaTh
C KOMIIBIOTEpA 3TOro 3acpaHua!l 3HauuT MEHS TaK WIM UHA4Ye
yObtoT. Mimu oH, nmm cam muctep Keio...”

Cl0BHO cuMThIBasi CKOPOCTbh M NMAHMKY €€ mbicield, Kupan
MIPULLLY PUIICS U HAYaJl TOBOPUTD:

— Tak 16l OnHA U3 3TUX?..

CoOpaB BCIO CBOIO MOAABJICHHYIO XW3HBIO BOJIO B KyJak, Co-



(bm monHsMa T1a3a ¥ TOCMOTpeia MpsAMo B Juiio Mépdu, HO HU-
yero He oTBeTwIa. KrpaH pa3o4apoBaHHO XMBIKHYIL.

— Cray1naii, 3a MOCaeJHIO HEAEIO Y MeHs ObLIO MATh nepe-
JeToB. Mol opraHu3M IpPOCTO HE NIOHUMAET B KAKOM 4aCOBOM
nosice HaxoAauTcs. 51 BUKY, Thl HE Kakasi-To MpodecCuoHaIbHAs
KWJUIepIIia WM IIITAOHKA. . . A, €CITU M TaK, TO Y TeOsI TUIOXH Jierna,
MIOTOMY YTO Thl 20COJIIOTHO MPO(HENPUTOIHA.

[Toyemy-To ot 3THX c1oB Cou MovyBcTBOBaIA cedst OCKOPO-
JICHHOI.

“Ila uto OH BOOOIIE 3HAeT 000 MHe?!..

— Tax uTO, THI O/IHA U3 TEX MOJIOYMHBIX, KOTOPBIE CTPOSAT BOJI-
111eOHBIN HOBBIN MUP?

[Ipe3peHre 1 camolOBOJIbHAS HACMEIIKA MPOCKOJIb3HYJIU B
rosioce Mépdu. OH poBEI J1aJOHBIO 110 CBOEU IETUHUCTOM 111e-
K€ M yTOMJIEHHO BJOXHYJ1 HOYHOU Bo3ayx. I aza Codu pacim-
PWINCh OT OCO3HAHUSs1, YTO ITOT YEJIOBEK Ha CaMOM [IeJie 3HAJ O
Hell 9yTh OOJIbIlIEe, YeM OHA JlyMaJa.

[Tocne Henonro nays3bl, HAIOJTHEHHBIN TSKEIBIMUA HETOCTYTI-
HbeiMU 117151 BoctipusiTis: Codpu, mpicissmu Kupana Mépdu u 1iry-
MOM TOpOJia, OH MOBEPHYJ T'OJIOBY M BHOBb MIOCMOTPEJI HA HEe.
Ona ysxe He 4yBCcTBOBaJIa ce0s1 B OMACHOCTH, HO OY/ITO 10 MHEp-
LMY MPOJOJIKAJIA JyMaTh, 4TO € cTpamHo. Mépdu cMmepun eé
(purypy oTcTpaHeHHBIM B3IJISIIOM U KUBHYIL.

— Iousu1. 3HauuT 51 He ommoOcs. He xouy Te0s paccTpauBarth,
HO MUP MPOTHUJ HACTOJIBKO, UTO YK€ HUUTO €ro He CMAaCET.

Ero HM3KMi, TaKOW CHOKOMHBIM, HO MPU ITOM BIJIACTHBI U
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yrpoXKalolle ONnacHblil rojoc, noaectsoBasl Ha Codu CTpaHHO.
Kazanock, uto oH nayk uiv 3meit. OH CJIOBHO ObI MEZIJIEHHO BBO-
JUT CBOH $1]1, OT KOTOPOTO KepPTBa YCIIOKAUBAETCs U TEpsIeT BCs-
KyI0 O/IUTEIbHOCTb.

Codu mpoposkana MoTJaTh U pacCCMaTpPUBATh CBOETO BU3ABH.

Kupan He cnemmi.

3aKk1HYB HOTY Ha HOT'Y, OH JIOCTaJl U3 BHYTPEHHEro KapMaHa
OrecTsIuil cepeOpsHbII MOpTCUTrap U OTKpPbLI ero. Beé aTo Bpe-
MsI OH CMOTpEJ UCKJIIOUUTEILHO Ha CTOSIIITYIO HATIPOTUB JIEBYIII-
Ky. Ero B3/ ocraBasics CIOKOMHBIM, a TeJIO pacciaOleHHBIM.
Ho nouemy-to Cocu mpononkana 4yBCTBOBATb, YTO HAXOJUTCS
TI0J1 CAMBIM JKECTKMM KOHTPOJIEM, Ha KOTOPBIN TOJIbKO CIIOCOOEH
YeJIOBeK.

“ Ml He yenoBek?..”

— TBo€ umsa?

W3-3a TOrO, Kak OH 3TO CKa3aJl, OHa BJIPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJA Ce-
01 TaK, KaK yKe IaBHO He YyBCTBOBaJIA. M 3TO OBUIO HENMPUSTHO.

“Kak 6ynTo MeHs1 oTOPOCHIIO Ha IECSTh JIeT Ha3all. .. YepTa-c
IBa, 51 Oyay msicaTh MOJ €ro JIy/AKY, MOCTYIIHO OTBevasi Ha BCe
BOIMpockl!..”

[NogHsAB MOAOOPOIOK, OHA CMeJIO MOCMOTpea B Ii1a3a Mépdu
Y OTBETWJIA:

— Pa3Be 310 BakHO?

B mazax Kupana npomesibkHy/1a TeHb YAUBJIEHUS U HACMEIII-
k. Ho 310 mymmnock Bcero MrHoBeHHE, MOC/e 4ero ero JIio
BHOBb MTPUHSIIO OOBIYHOE XOJIOMHOE BHIPAKEHHE.



— He BaxHo.

JloctaB oHy curapeTy U3 opTcUrapa, OH 0OXBaTUI e€ ryoa-
MU 4, He cBofs ¢ Codu miasa, MpUKypulL.

C KakuM-TO OTpEIIeHHbIM CIIOKOMCTBHEM OH BTSATMBAJ JIbIM
W 3aTeM BBITyCKaJ ero. BriepBbie ¢ TeX mop Kak OH BHIIIIEN Ha
OaJIKOH, OH BIIPYT OTBeJ B3I B ctopoHy. Codu cpasy mouys-
CTBOBAJIa YTO-TO Bpojie oOseruenus. Mépdu oTBepHyJics u 6e3-
Y4YacTHO NIOCMOTpen Ha ropofl. Ero riaza, kazasiumecs: 10 3TOro
TOJIBKO XOJIOZIHBIMU, TENepb MOKA3aINCh JIEBYIIIKE OUYeHb YCTaB-
IMMU U HEMHOT'O MeYaJIbHBIMHU.

Codu 3ameTuia 3T0, HO TYT K€ MBICJIEHHO YIIUITHYJIA ceOsl.

“Het. Bo3MOHO, 3TO U €CTb CTOKIOJIbMCKUI CUHIPOM. ] Ha-
JeJISII0 ero 4eJOBEUYeCKMMH KadyecTBaMH, B TO BpeMsi, KaK OH
IIPOCTO Pa3MBIIUISET B KAKOM TIOPsIIKE OyAeT pacwINHATh MOE
TeJo. ..”

Ho nonras maysa u HerpuHyxkJeHHas ro3a Kupana Bcé xe
BCEJIST KaKoe-TO 4yBCTBO Oe3omnacHocTH. [TomkaB yromnok ryo,
Codu 3agymanace:

“Xots1, ecnu Obl OH XOTeJ, OH YK€ YTO-TO cienaia Obl Co
MHOM. ..”

OTTOJNKHYBIINCH OT CTEHBI, AEBYIIKA BhIIPsAMUIAch. Kupan
IIPOJOJIKATI CMOTPETh Ha TOPOI, Jake He 0OpaTUB BHUMAHMS Ha
3Ty HEJJOMYCTUMYIO BOJIbHOCTb.

— 3Haelb. ..3T0 YObET 1e0s. - Kak OyaTo co cropors Codu
yCIbllaia CBOM HEMHOTO CllaBJieHHbI rosnoc. Ho, cioBHO mpo-
IIyIbIBasl, HACKOJIBKO JIAJIEKO OHA MOKET 3alTH, CMEJIO CMOTpe-



na Ha Mépdu.

OH M1Ib U3/1aJ1 CIABJICHHBIM CMEIIOK M TIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY .

“Ecinu ceituac oH MpocTo cOPOCUT MeHs ¢ OaJIKOHa - 51 3TO 3a-
ciyxuia. [IpaBuio HoMep OMH - HE Y4M TOrO, KTO MOXET CJIO-
Mathb Tebe xpebder!”

Kupan Mosrya notymmii curapery, NOJHSAJICS ¢ MecTa U IOfI0-
et K Copu. OCTaHOBUBIIKMCH B KAKMX-TO AECSTH CAHTUMETPAX
OT He€, OH YyTh HAKJIOHWJICS.

OT Hero naxJjo JApeBecHbIM MappoMOM, TEPITKUM TA0AKOM U
COJBIO.

Codu uyTh HanpsAraack, HO Jaxxe He IPOrHyJa, Korga OH Ha-
KJIOHWJICS K €€ JIULLY.

— Yxonu.

Kapkoe, BnaxxHoe apixanue MEpdu MoIoCHYJIO IEBYIIKY IO
JMILy, CIOBHO noméunHa. OHa MogHsIa 171a3a, YTOOb B3IJISIHYTh
Ha Hero. OH Bce cMoTpen Ha Hee. CMOTpelt Tak, 4To €l CTaHO-
BUJIOCh HEYIOTHO.

Ho BMecTo Toro, uto Obl mocymars ero u yiut, Cocdu mpo-
JoJKaJla CToSITh Ha MecTe. YTo-10 He oTmyckaiio e€. Ei xotenoch
YUTH, HO OHA HE XOTeJa JeJiaTh 3TO NPsSMO cervac.

Berkaas napy cekyna, Kupan XMbIkHYI 1 oTcTpaHuics. bpo-
CHB Ha JEBYIIIKY KOPOTKMM B3IJIAA, OH BOIIEN B cBOU HOMeEDP. Co-
(pu pactepssHHO cMOTpesa Ha 4yTh MTOKAYMBAIOLIYIOCS IITOPY

“OH npocto Tak ormyckaet MeHs ?..Kupan Mepdu Huuero He
CTaHeT Jeiarb co mHom?!..”

Yro-TO noxoxee Ha pa3oyapoBaHue oBJaaeno ed. Ho Beap 3to



He Moo ObITh OHO. He Mora ke oHa paccTpouTcs u3-3a TOro,
4TO YeJIOBEeK, YOMBAIOIINX BCEX, KTO CMEEeT HapyIaTh ero Impa-
BUWJIA, HE CIIEJIaJl 3TOTO ¥ C Hell. XOTs 10KeH ObL!

Ona BonuIa B KOMHATy M MONLIA B TOCTUHHYIO, KyI BEl
nuied, ocTaBIeHHBI TEPIKUM MapPOMOM M 3araxoM KOXKHU
Kupana.

Mépdu yxe cumen B OONBIIOM KOXKAaHOM Kpecie U, COBep-
IIEHHO He oOpallasi BHUMaHUsI Ha CTOSIIIYIO MOCPEJ KOMHATHI
Codu, notupan ycraBiiue riasa.

— IIpoctute! - OHa HEYBEPEHHO OKJIMKHYJIA €r0

OH MeJIEHHO MOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY U CO B3JJ0XOM CKa3aJl:

— Yro?

— U BBI HUYETO HE caenaere?

— A 4TO THI XOYelllb, UTO OBl 51 caenan?

— Hy...He 3Haio!

[oce:

Kupan cmotpen Bcé Tak ke OeccrpactHo. Ero npsimoit u pas-
HOJIYIIIHBINA B3[JISIT B3bIBAT K KAaKMM-TO JTPEBHUM UHCTUHKTAM.
Codu xoTenoch Kpuyarh, IJIAKaTh, CMEATHCS U KaTaThCs MO MO-
ny. CioBoMm, cienaTh BC€, 9TOObI 3aCTABUTH TOTO YeJIOBEKa OBbITh
MIOXOKMM Ha YEJIOBEKA.

Ho 310 6b10 HeBO3MOXHO. EMy Obl1O mieBath. U Ha He€ u
Ha TO, 4TO OHa 3/1ech 3a0bu1a. Ero He myran u He cMyIaia HUKTO
Y HUYTO.

— JIBepp Tam.



KuBHYB B CTOpOHY BBIXOfIa, OH OTBEPHYJICS U YCTaBWJICS Ha
OrOHb, YIOTHO MOTPECKUBAIOIIMM B KAMUHE.

[Napy cexynn Codu cMoTpesia Ha 3aCThIBIIYIO (pUTypy Yelio-
BeKa HarpoTUB.

C0BHO KaMeHHasl cTarysl, OH ObUT CITOKOEH M HeBrkuM. Ka-
3aJ10Ch, YTO OH JIa)Ke He JBIIINT.

Codu cBesta OpoBHM BMECTE M MOJTYA BHIIIUIA U3 HOMEpa. YKe
B KOpHJIOpPE OHA OCTAaHOBUJIACh HAITPOTHUB JIBEPHU U B3JIOXHYJIA.

Ceparie, CJIOBHO OXHBIIIEe TOCIe KOMBI, HEPBHO 3a0MJIOCH.
Tonbko ceituac Cou mo-HacTosAIeMy TOHsIA, KaK OJIM3KO OHA
CTOsUJIa K Kpalo MPOMNACTH U KaK YIa4HO BCE 3aKOHUYMJIOCH.

“s1 B mopsinke. S B 6e@30MacHOCTH, M 3TO TJ1aBHOE. S B mopsif-
Ke!”

JIBITIaTh CTAHOBUJIOCH JIETYe XOTsI OBl YK€ OT OJTHOM 3TOW MBIC-
. Ho rae-1o BHYTpM 3apokaalicsl JPyrou crpax.

“Ho uro ckaxer mucrep Kbio Ha TO, 4TO 51 HE BBINIOJIHUIIA CBOE
3ajaHue...”

3.

Houb nporniuia B nonycHe. Copu HUKaK He Moryia ycHyTh. OHa
MOCTOSTHHO TOHsUIa B ToOJIOBE, UTO CKaxeT mucrepy Kbio, kak
OIpaBJAET TO, YTO HE CyMeJia JOOBITh XOTh KaKyIo-To HHGpopMa-
mmo. Jla, oHa GeCKOHEYHO MHOTO TyMana oo 3tom. Ho eme et
HUKAaK HE yAaBaJIOCh MOHSTh, moyemy Kupan Mepdu Tak jerko
ornyctui e€. Ho oTBeTOB He ObLIO.

Y1po 6buI0 He MeHee OecriokoiHbIM. CTOS y ABEpH, BeLyIen
B “IloM oka”, Codu HEPBHO MOCTYKHMBaJIa MOAYIICYKAMH NaJlb-



IeB 110 CBOoeMy Oe/Ipy, CJIOBHO HaurpbiBasi Ha (hOpTeruaHo Ka-
KYIO-TO MEJIOAMIO.

BHe3anHo ABepb OTKPbLIACh U IPO3HBIN TOJI0C, PA3HOCSIIUN-
sl IO KAMEHHOMY XOJLTY, TI03BaJI €.

— Bxoawu.

Cnenas rity6okwuii Box, Codu nporuia BHyTpb. 1o 3T0ro Mo-
MeHTa OHa ObIBaJia 3/1€Ch JIMIIIb OHAXK/Ibl. POBHO JecsTh JieT Ha-
3aj1. B HOub, KOrya e€ *Ku3Hb pas3jenuiach Ha rnevyajabHOe “10”
U BeJIMKOe “mocie”. YAMBUTENIbHO, HO BCE 37eCh Ka3aJ0Ch TOY-
HO TaKMM XK€, Kak 1 Toraa. Ctaryu, CBUCAIOIIUE CO CTEH U I'PO3-
HO BIICTIMBIIIMECS B HE€ B3MIAIOM. 3amax caHjaia u Oepramora,
MPONUTABLIMH JIOCKYTHI, 3AMEHSIOIINE TO JIA IUTOPbI, TO JIU Me-
PErOpoIKM MeXIy creHamu. “JloM OKa” - TaK Ha3bIBaJIOCh 3TO
mecto. Hukto u3 skuteneit ooumnsl Okymyc Jliourc He mpuxo-
JIWJI Clofia TPOCTO Tak. HekoTopele He ObLIM 371ech HU pa3y 3a BCE
BpeMsI CYILIECTBOBAHM I UX MaJIeHbKOro oOmectBa. A oHa, Codu,
BOT Y€ BTOPOH pa3 CTosijIa 3/1€Ch, M 3TO HEBOJILHO HAIOJIHSIO
ee AyIlLy TOPAOCTBIO U TPETIETOM.

JleByIiKa BHUMATEIbHO OIIsiiesach no cropoHaMm. Ho, kak u
JecATh JIET Ha3a/l, PAIOM HUKOro He Obut0. TonbKo rosoc.

— Capucs, Codu. Jla HucnonuieT Tede OKO BCEUCHIETSIONUI
CBET.

Codu nocaynHo omycTuiiach Ha XOJIOIHbIA MPaMOPHBIN MOJ
U TMpUHSATA TOKOpHYIO 1o3y. Tak Bcerja HyXHO Bceraa mnpu
BCTpeue ¢ Temu, KTo npuonusmics Kk Oky. A muctep Kuio Obu1
K HeMy, HECOMHEHHO, Oynmke BceX. VIMEHHO OH BBICTPOMJI MX



o01ecTBO. ['apMOHMYHO-pa3BUTBIE OTHOIIEHHSI, O€3yKOPH3HEH-
HO-paboTaoIre MEXaHU3MBbI, 00ECTIEUNBAIOIIE BCEM JOCTATOK
u komdopr. [Toka uto OKyIyc 3aHUMAJ BCETo KBapTasl. XOpOIlIo
OXpaHsieMasi TEPPUTOPHUsI C HECKOJIbKUMU JAeCATKAMM YIOTHBIX
JIOMUKOB, CBOCH aIMUHUCTpAIIMEH, TeaTPOM, IITKOJION 1 OOJTbHH-
LIeH.

[To dakry, OHM OBUTM MaJIeHBKHMM TOCYIapCTBOM B TOpPO-
e, TIpUHAJIeKaIeM APYyroMy rocyaapcTBy. Bpemst ot Bpemenu
BJIACTH IBITAJIUCH CJENATh YTO-TO, YTOOBI M3rHATH UX, HO UM €I1IE
HU pasy 3TOr0 He yAaIoCh.

Codm xnmana, korna muctep Koo 3aroBoput. OHa, Kak U Bce
ocTaJIbHBIe, HU pa3y He Bujena ero. Ho, kak u apyrue, 4yBCTBO-
Bajla 4TO MX CONMKAeT YTO-TO HAmojoOue POJICTBA, TOJBKO HE
KPOBHOTI'0, a [yXOBHOTO.

Henb3s ckazarte, uto Codu Bepuia BO BCE, UTO MPOMOBEIO-
BajM 371ech. Ho 3T0 MecTo mopapwiio e cemblo, a0 el oM,
apy3ei, oOpazoBaHue U MHoroe apyroe. Ecnu Obl He 31 Moy,
BO3MOXHO, ceiiyac e€ Obl MU BOBCE HE ObLJIO B JKUBBIX.

— Kak Bc€ nporio Buepa, Codpu?

— Boo0e-T1o. .. Boo011ie-T0 He 04YeHb - HECMEJIO OTBETHJIA
OHa.

— IIpaBna?

— [a, mue xanb. Ho Mepdu BepHysca panbiue. 51 cnpsra-
Jlach, HO OH Hallles1 MeHs. §l HuJero He ycrea.

— U xak 181 ynuia?

— OH oTIycThI MeHs.



— IlpaBna?

B ronoce mucrepa Kpio nocislinanock yauBieHHe.

— Jla. - He meHee ynuBinEHHO oTrBevyana Codu. - OH mpocto
OTITyCTUJI MEHS.

— Y0 *%...970 X0poio. S 6b He XOTe, 9TOObI C TOOOU YTO-
HUOYIb CITY4HIIOCh.

Ha mruoBenue mucrep Kblo 3amomuan. KomHara norpysu-
Jach B 3alyMUMBYIO TUIIMHY, HAIIOMUHAIOIIYIO OlaroroBeiHoe
MOJTYaHHUE, HATIOJHSIOLEe TPOCTpaHCTBO Xpama. Codu MOKOPHO
OIlyCTWJIA TOJIOBY M 3aKpbliIa IJ1a3a

— 3HaunT, THI ObLIa TaM, HO HUYEro HE CMOIJIa cIearh. Y Hac
0 TIPEKHEMY HET HUKAKOi MH(OpMALIMU O TOM, KaKUe IUIaHbl
y Mépu.

— Boobme-To. ..

Codu npeppaia pazmeiiiieHns: Muctepa Kpio, pe3ko BCKOUnB
C MecTa.

Ero romnoc 3arux, 6yaTo BeIKUAAAS.

Coc¢u 3Hana OIHO, OHA IOTKHA OBITH OTKPOBEHHOW C MHUCTE-
pom Kbio. OHa He IOHMMaJia, YeM UMEHHO YrpokaeM OOIIHe
Mepdu, HO crbllana He pa3, Kak 3TOT YEJIOBEK OMACEH U Ke-
crok. Tak uto, ecri OKynycy HykHa Jii00ast tHGOpMAIIUs O HEM,
a oHa, Co(wu, BiaJeeT eu, Jy4llle BbUIOKUTh BCE KaK €CTb.

— 4 koe-uTo cibllana, MoKa npsitajlach TaM. - HAKOHEII, CKa-
3ajla OHa.

— DT0 XOpOLO. ITO OYEHB XOPOUIO. - B roioce Mucrepa Koo
IIPOMEJIBKHYJIA HOTKA Haaex bl - Y1 4o ke Tol cibimana, Codpu?



- CIIPOCHJI OH.

— CeromHs1 OH cOOMpaeTcst OANKCATh JOKYMEHTHI Ha TTOKYTI-
Ky Grand Casino.

— Bor kak!

— Jla.

— Xopo11o, 4To Thl ckazasa, Copu. 3HaAYUT, OH MPOJOKAET
CKyIiaTh BCE B 3TOM T'OPOJE.

Muctep Kbio cHOBa 3amonyalt. 9To MoTyaHue ObLIO HAIoJTHe-
HO pasmbliiuieHUsIMUA. Codu 4yBCTBOBaJIA, KaK CYIOPOXKHO pa-
OOTaIOT U3BWIMHBI B TOJIOBE CTAPEHINTMHBL. XOTsI OHA HUKOT/IA He
BUJIENIa €r0, B CBOEH roJIOBe OHA JJABHO HApHCOBaJia ero oopas.
Hns Codu muctep Kbio ObUT B3pOCTBIM MYKUYMHOM C cepeOpsi-
HOU OOpPOIKOM M YEPHBIMU IITyOOKUMU Tiazamu. ['0Bopsi 0 HeM,
OHa BCEI/1a UCTIBIThIBAJIA YYBCTBO, KOTOPOE, BO3MOKHO, HCITBITHI-
BAIOT JIpyrUe JEBYIIKHU, Korjga ropopst o ceoeM otue. Ho y Co-
(b1 HUKOrIA HE OBLIO OTIIA, TAK YTO OHA MOTJIA TOJIBKO MPECTaB-
JIATh, Kakoro 31o. A muctep Kblo, 1o ee MHeHMIO, ObLIT Kak pa3
TaKMM YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBII MOT Obl 3aMEHUTH €H OTIIA.

— Yro %k...Tel Mmoxewms naru, Codu. - CIOKOMHO CKa3aj MU-
crep Keio.

— Be1 He 3mutech? - 6osnbinme r1a3a Codu cranm ere 60JIb-
11e, KOIjia OHa MOCMOTpeNa KyJa-To BBepX. Tyaa, OTKya, Kak en
Ka3aJ10Ch, U JIOHOCUJICS €ro rojoc.

— KoneuHo, HeT. Thl Moria noctpanars. A pa, 4ro Bc€ 000-
IIJIOCh, ¥ 3TOT YEJIOBEK HE TPOHYJT TeOsl.

— Xoporo. Cnacu6o, mucrep Ksio.



Codu nopHsAIach HA HOTU M YKe TONoIIa K BEpU, Koraa
roJIOC CTAPEUIITMHBI BHOBb OKJIUKHYJI €€.

— Hapetocs, B cyuae, eciiu Oky enié noHao0MTcs TBOS MO-
MOIIIb, Thl HE OTKAXKElllb.

JleByIika 3amMepia U Kpemnye cxajia IBEPHYI0 pyYKy OT OXBa-
TUBILIEW €€ MAHUKU.

— KoHeuHo. - BbJaBUJIa OHA U3 CeOsl.

— Toraa crymnaii!

Okxkazasiuch Ha ynuie, Cou 3aKkpblia JIMIO pyKaMH U IPOM-
KO B3JJOXHYJIA.

OpiHO J1eJ10 KUTh B OOIIMHE U paboTaTh Ha ee Oyaro, HO CO-
BCEM JIPYTO€ BBITIOJIHATH MOPYYEHUsT HEOCPEACTBEHHO /17151 CTa-
peunmH, a Tem Oonee s muctepa Kolo.

[enouka msicaen npusesna Copu K TOMy, YTO TOJIBKO OIUH
YeJIOBeK BUHOBAT B TOM, UTO €€ JI0 9TOr0 MOMEHTa CIOKOMHAas
MUpHasl KU3Hb HaYaJla CKaThIBAThCS BO UTO-TO OMACHOE U HEKOH-
TPOJIMPYEMOE.

“Bceé 6bu10 Tak xoporo!..Kakoro u€pra stomy Mépdu nona-
JOOWIIOCh CKymaTth Bech roposa!..”

3nocte Ha Kupana Mepdu Havasia MenaeHHO, HO MPOYHO,
CJIOBHO CMOJIa, HATIOJTHSTH €e cepile.

Yepes HECKOTBKO YacOB MOcIie 00s13aTeIbHOM padOTH B CaIy U
o6miei megurtaiuu, Codu permia mporRTHCH IO YKe BedepHEMY
ropojy.

Bpiiizist 3a Tepputopuio oOIIMHbI, OHA PACCTaBIJIA PYKU B CTO-
POHBI, 3aKpbUIa IJ1a3a U BAOXHYJA TEIUIBI BEUEPHUN BO3IYX.



Jlionu, mpoxopsiiue MUMO, ¢ HEJOyMEHHEeM CMOTped Ha Jie-
BYIIIKY, HO €l ObUIO BCE PaBHO.

CrnycTst yac oHa yke Oblia Tak JajieKo OT CBOEH OOIIMHBI, YTO
BCTPETUTh KOTO-TO 3HAKOMOTO OBbLJIO MPAKTUYECKH HEBO3MOXK-
HBIM. BonbIMHCTBO WieHoB OKyiyca oOMTaiy BOIU3U TEPPUTO-
puu. MHor#e paboTanu B MUpY, HO, KaK MPaBUJIO, B MECTAX, /10
KOTOPBIX MOKHO ObLIO ObI HOOpaThest 32 10-15 MUHYT MemKkoM.

31ech, BAAJIM OT MecTa, KOTOPbIH JIEBYIIIKAa Ha3bIBaJla CBOUM
JIOMOM, JIIOJTM CHOBAJIM Ty/Ia-Clofia, He 3amevasi HUKOTO U HUYEro
BOKpyT. Cout 611aXkeHHO YIIBIOHYIIACH.

“UneanpHo! Bcem Ha MeHs nieBath!”

C 3TUMU MBIC/ISIMH, OHA IOPKHYJIa B ONMKAUIIUI MEpeyIiok,
BE/IYIIUI K YEPHOMY BXOY B KAKOW-TO MOJHBI HOYHOU KITyO.

“Ilaxe, eCIv 371eCh KTO-TO M TIOSIBUTCSI, 9TO BPSI/T U OYyIET KTO-
To u3 Okymyca!”

Cocu oTKpbLIA CBOIO CYMOYKY U 3aIlycTUIa B He€ pyky. Ye-
pe3 CeKyHjly OHa JOCTajla OTTYy/a CMSTYIO0 CUTAPETy U HEMHOTO
OTCBIPEBIINI CIMYEYHBIA KOPOOOK.

[MaryOHas nerckasi mpvBBIYKA YK€ JaBHO He ObLia IJisl Hee
HEOOXOMMOCTBIO, HO BpeMsl OT BpeMEHHU, COoBepIliasi BOT TaKue
BbUTa3k B ropof, Codu BhIKypHUBajia JOOBITYIO KPOBBIO M TO-
TOM CHTapeTy M C YyBCTBOM IIOJIHOTO Y/IOBJIETBOPEHUS BO3Bpa-
aiach B OOIIMHY. 3a)XaB BPeIHYI0 HUKOTUHOBYIO MAJIOUKY Ty-
6amMu, OHa JIocTana CIIMYKY M YUPKHYJIA IO TEMHOM TMOJIOCKE Ha
KopoOke. Crimuka CBepKHYJa, HO Cpasy ke moracia.

— Bor xe uépr!



OTOpOCHB UCTIOPUEHHYIO CITUYKY B CTOPOHY, AEBYIIKA OCTa-
Ja el OHy ¥ CHOBA IMPOBeJa el 1Mo KOpoOKy. Be€ moBTopuiiocs.
Wckpa mumb cnerka ocsetwia jauno Codu U TyT ke moracia.
JleByIiKa TOMHY/a HOrOM ¥ 37I00HO MPOpbIYaia YTO-TO HEBHST-
HOE, KOT/1a C33/I1 pa3faliCsi 3HAKOMBIi1 TOJI0C:

— 3HaeMb. . .10 yObET TeOs!

To nu xap, To 1 xosox npodpan Codu. OHa B3ApOrHyIa U
pe3Ko 00epHYIACh.

Ee ryObl HEBOJILHO Pa3Kasuch, a CUTapeTa yrajia Ha MOKPhIi
I'PA3HBIA acaiIbT.

Kupan Mepdu, coOCTBEHHOI TEPCOHBI, CTOSUT B IApE METPOB
OT Hee U, KaK il caMOl Ka3aJloCh, IOBOJIbHO YXMBLISJICS.

JleBylllka BBINPSMUAIACE U HACTOPOXKEHHO IMOCMOTpENa Ha
HEro.

['y6s1 Mepdu 4yTh pacTsiHyMch, OOHAKUB POBHBIE OEITbIE 3Y-
Obl. 3anyCTUB PyKHU B KapMaHbl CBOUX OPIOK, OH Ha4yaJl MeJJIeH-
HOE JIBUKEHHE B €€ CTOPOHY.

Codu TpeBokHO critoTHyna. Be€ e€ Teno Oyaro oOBuUIa HeBU-
auMast poBosioka. OHa He MorJIa IIeBEIUThCS, TOBOPUTD, Ibl-
martk. A Mepdu nponoskan UATH K HEH, MOAKPabIBAThCS, HE
CBOJISI CTPAHHOTO B3IJIsiAa ¢ ee nmooseaneniero auna. Codu ga-
e MOKa3ajaoch, YTO, BO3MOKHO, 3T0 BoBce He Kupan Mepdu.
Mo:keT 3TOT YesIoBEeK MPOCTO MOX0XK Ha Hero. Beap oH ynbiOa-
csl, U B 9TOM YJIBIOKE OBbLJIO UTO-TO MOXOKee Ha YIOBJIETBOPEHHE.

Korna Mepdu nocrarouno npudmmsmics, Codu noHsa.

“9TO OH. TO HECOMHEHHO OH!”



Kupan cmotpen Ha Copu MyTHBIMH, UyTh MOKPACHEBIIMMU
razamu. Ero mosHble TyObl He TepectaBasi M3rMOATNCh B Ha-
cMmenumBon yibeiOke. Codu caenana mar Ha3aja v npoJernerania:

— Hy...M=ne nopa.

Omna ysxe xoTena nodexarb. BelpBaThCs U3 OMACHON TEMHOTHI
niepeysIKa U CKPhIThCS B TOJIIE HU O YeM He 3a00TSALIMXCS KUTe-
Jier ropoja.

[IpaBUJIbHO TOBOPAT, HUYETO XOPOILIETO B TEMHBIX MEPEYJIKAX
He ciydaetcs. HyxkHo Bcerga ocraBaTbCsl TaM, IJ€ €CTb JIpyrue
moau. e cBeTaT (poHapH U €34T MAIlIUHBI.

Ho Cocdu He ocranack, u Teneps e CykJeHO ObUIO MPONacTh
311ECh.

3TO CIyYMIIOCh TaK OBICTPO, YTO OHA M cama He TMOHSIA.

Kax Tonpko oHa MoBepHyJach, 4ToObl yiiT, Mépdu cxpartu
e€ 3a pyKy W HpUTsHYI K cebe. [leBymka 3amyTanach B co0-
CTBEHHBIX HOT'ax M pyXHyJia Ha rpyJb cBoero noxururess. Kupan
OBICTPO pa3BEpHYII € CIUHOM K ceOe, CKPYTHJI €€ TOHKHE PYKHU
32 CIMHOM U NPOILIUIIES HAJl YXOM:

— Ilomnamnace.

4.

UYro-to moxoe ciyuusiocs ¢ Codu.

Omna BapIXaJsa 3anax OCTHIBAIOLIETrO MOCJIE THEBHOIO 3HOS ac-
(pasbTa M cynopoxHO Mckana rinazamu nomou. Ho, kak Obl eit
HE XOTeJOoCh ObITh CIIACEHHOM, HUKOMY He ObUIO 70 Heé Jiena.

Psiiom He ObUTO HU OHHOHM cOOaKH, KOTOpas Morja Obl BIie-
IIUTbCA B HOT'Y CXBAaTUBIIEro €€ vesnoBeka. Hu naxe mapouxu



KPBIC, CLIOCOOHBIX MEePEKJII0YNTh BHUMaHUE 3y10/es1 Ha ceOs1. U,
KOHEYHO, 3/1ech He ObUT0 mofen. “U uemy TyT yauBIATHCSA - -
Masia oHa - §I Beib cama XoTeJia CIIpSITaTbCsl B TEMHOM YTOJIKE U
BBIKYpPHUTb cUrapetky. [IpaBuiibHO roBopst, KypeHnue yousaer.!”

Codu npimiana 4acTo U KOPOTKO, MBITASICh YCIIOKOUTh ceOs1 U
He paso3nmuTh Kupana Mépdu. OHa He Buena, Tak Kak CTosuia
CITMHOW K HEMY, HO €ro JIUIIO TaK Xke, KaK U €€, ObUIO HAITOJTHEHO
Oypeit amormid. [IpaBaa, cpequ HUX He ObLJIO HUYEro MOXOXKEro
Ha CTpax.

Kupan cxumasn 3amsictesi A€BYIIKM U TOJOJHBIMU JIUKUMHU
IJ1a3aMU paccMaTpHUBall €€ 3aThUIOK.

Bnecrsiue BooCk OTpaskaiuy TYCKJbIi cBeT poHapeu. U, ko-
raa Codu 4yTh BUTrANIaCh, OHU NEPENUBATUCH U 3aBOPAKUBAIIH.
Kupan rimy6oko Baoxayn e€. OHa He Obula IOXOXa HA HA OJHY
’KEHILUHY, KOTOPYIO OH BCTpeyas 10 3Toro. Y 310 ObL10 CTpaHHo.
Ero ObL10 CII0KHO YAUBUTH, HO B 3TOH JIEBYIIIKE ObLJIO YTO-TO, UTO
OH He Mor pasrajiaTh. U BiepBble 32 MHOT'O JIET B HEM POCHYJIACh
HeoObsICHIMAs1, HIYeM He yTonnMast kaxaa. Ho xaxmaa yero?..

[Mputsanys Codu k cede, OH HAKJIOHWIICS W, OYATO AUKHI Ye-
JIOBEK, BIIOXHYJI 3a1ax, UCXOSIIMI OT €€ LIEH.

JleBylllka B3ApOTHylIa M MONbITaNach OMIsiHYThbcsl. Ho oH
CWJIbHEE CKaJl €€ 3aIACThs 32 CIMHOM.

— He gBurarics.

Codu HacTOpOKEHHO CIPOCHIIA:

— Yro BHI crentaete co MHOI? YObETE?

Mépdu ycmexnyics.



— Xouemb 3HaTh?

— Ja...

Codu npoxaia, HO He Tepsia Hajexapl. E€ ria3za nponomnka-
JI BBIMCKMBATh BO3MOKHOE CIIACEHUE.

Bnpyr Mépdu 3amycTu JaloHb B KapMaH CBOMX OPIOK, pO-
Joskas Kkpenko caepxxusarb Cocpu gpyrou pykout. Codu HacTo-
POXMJIACH, KOT/IA YCJIBIIIAIA KAaKOW-TO TUXUM CKPUITYYnH 3BYK.

Omna nonbITanack 3arisiHyTh 3a 171e40, Ho Mepdu 001bHO Ha-
JKaJl Ha KaKylo-TO TOUKY Ha €€ 3arsCThbe, U AEeBYILIKA B3BU3rHYJIA.

— Croli CIIOKOWHO, MHauUe OyJIeT Xyxe.

— Kyna yx xyxe! - He ciepkaHo Bblpyrajach OHa

— XM..

Mépdu cHoBa ycmexHycs. Ero 3a06aBisiio To, Kak OHa TO
JIeJI0 PacuIaThIBAETCA M0 MIKaJe “OT OLENEHSIOIEro cTpaxa 10
JIEP3HOBEHHOM TJTyNocTr”

OH aBurasicsi MeJIeHHO U TouHO. EMy He 3auem ObLIO crie-
IIUTh, BeJlb BeCh KOHTPOJIb U BJIACTh ObLIM WCKJIIOYHUTEIILHO B
ero pykax. Bpsig mu Takast 3To Menkoe co3gaHue, He ClIocoOHOe
00y31aTh COOCTBEHHbIE SMOIMH, CIIOCOOHO AaTh eMY OTIIOP.

Codu BeaymmBaach.

Bot Mepdwu uto-1o 0TOpocHi B cTopoHy. UTO-TO MajeHbKOe
¥ JIETKOE MMOKATUJIOCh BHU3 T10 YJIULIE Ty, I1€ CTOSIIIM MyCOPHBIE
6aku.

Pyka Mépdu nosiBuiiack nepea oM Copu. ManeHbkuit
CTEKJISTHHBIN ITy3bIPEK, Pa3MepoM C MPOOHHK TYXOB 3a’KaThIi



MeXAy UTMHHBIMY naibiiamu Mepdu, 61ecHyn nepen e€ riasa-
MHU.

— Yro...

Ho neByika He ycniena 3akoHUMTb. Efkuid, yaymaomuii 3a-
nax momnaji B e€ Hoc. CHavana e€ 00/1aio KapoM M XOJOTHBIM
MOTOM, a YK€ Yepe3 CeKYH/y OHA CJIaJIKO YCHYJIA.

— Di1...2ul...

Yeii-To ronoc 38an Cocdu. Ho oHa Oblia B yIOTHOW TEMHOTE,
U3 KOTOPOM TaK HE XOTEJIOCh BHIOUPATHCS.

— DH, OYHUCH!

Xnéctkuit ynap no meke 3actapusl Cou packpsiTh I1aza. B
niepBble CEeKYH/Ibl BCE paciuibuioch. HesHakoMBIl rosoc 3Byvan
IJIyXO0, OTAABAasICh MYJIbCUPYIOIIEH OOJBI0 B BUCKAX.

— DU, THI KaK?

— Yro?..

Codu ornsimenach o cropoHam. Mosogasi JeByIlIKa CTosiia
HaJl Hell, iepka B pyKax CTaKaH BOMIbI.

— Bor, BoIneii!

Omna nomoriia Codu cectb v, OJJIEPKUBaAsI €€ 3a CIUHY, MOJI-
Hecsa ctakaH K rydam. Codu He XoTesia 1Tk, HO Kak TOJIbKO BO-
J1a KOCHYJIACh SI3bIKA, KaTHO BIETIUJIACH B CTAKaH W OCYIIIMJIA €ro.

JeByika 3a0pania cTakaH U ciiefiasa mar Ha3ajl, Haosmonas 3a
Codm.

— Kak cebs uyBcTBYyelb?

Co¢u cytyno oomskia. Cuit He ObLIIO HU Ha YTO, HO OHA Clie-
Jlana Haj coOOl yCHITME W IIOCMOTpeSIa Ha HE3HAKOMKY. TOJIbKO



ceiuac OHa 3aMeTUJIa Ha JIEBYILIKE MEIULIMHCKYIO (hOpMYy.

“Ox, 910 Bpad. MeHs Hanu v cnacau!”

—I'me a?

Cnasnenno npousHecna Codu U MocMOTpesa Ha JAEBYIIKY,
CTOSIIIYIO TIEpe] HEell.

E€ OGpoBu mevaabHO M30THYJIHCH, a TYOBl CKAJIMCh B TOHKYIO
sunuo. Codu B3A0XHYJa, MPEAYYBCTBYs, YTO AeJia TUIOXU.

W He 3ps. [leByllika onacavBo OIVISIHYJIACh HA IBEPb U, IIPUCEB
nepea Cogu Ha KOPTOUKU, TUXO 3arOBOPUJIA:

— TMocnymaii. BuumarensHO citymiaii To, 9to 5 Tebe CKaxy.
[onsina?

Codu ucryraHHo KMBHYyJIA.

— Tt B nome Kupana Mépdu. 3naenib, Ko oH?

Codu cHOBa KMBHYJIa. B rosoBe Bo3HMKJIa OC/IEIHSAS BCTpe-
ya ¢ Mepdu. To, kKak OH CXBaTWJI €i, a IOTOM IPOTSHYJ K €€
JIUITY Kakou-TO (hJIAaKOHYUK.

HeByika cxana pyky Codu cBoei

— Jlenaii BC€, 4TO OH roBOpUT. He oTBeyvait, eciii OH He cripa-
HIMBaeT. A, KOrja CrpariMBaeT, OTBeYail TUXO ¥ HEeMHOTOCJIOB-
Ho. [ToHs1a?

Codu cBena 6poBu BMecTe.

— Yr0..YTO €My HYKHO OT MeHs?

JleBy1ika TOJbKO MOKayasa roioBoil. Bapyr us-3a neepu mo-
CJIBIIIAJIUCH I1Iard, U OHA MOJCKOYMIIA C MECTA U OTIIPbITHY/IA B
CTOPOHY.

JBEpb OTKPBLIACS.



3to 6611 0H, Mepdu.

Pa3zmMepeHHbIMY IaraMuy OH BOLIEJN B KOMHATY U TIO-XO35IUCKH
orysiaen e€. 3aTeM OCTaHOBUIICS M OOpaTUIICs K JEBYIIKY B (hop-
Me.

— Omna 3g0poBa?

— Bnomne, muctep Mépdu. Hemnoro o6e3BoxeHa, HO 1 ceid-
Yyac TMOCTABJIIO €l KareJdbHUILy, U Yepe3 mapy 4acoB OHa Oyder
TIOJTHA CHJL.

— Xopo1io.

Mépdu yaoBIETBOPEHHO KUBHYIL.

— Moxens uaTu..

OnycTuB royioBy, J€BYIIKa MOCIYIIHO BhIUIA, 3aKPbIB 3a CO-
6011 aBepb. MEpdu NomOIIEN K OKHY W, CKPECTHB PYKH 3a CITH-
HOW, 3arOBOPWJI, HE TSI Ha cuasaiyto Ha KkpoBatu Codu:

— B maxmarsl ymeenib urparb?

Codu pacrepssaHo nocmorpena Ha Kupana. Ero mmpokue
TUIEYX TIePEKPhIBATI COOOM TYCKJIBIN CBET, HEYBEPEHHO 3arisi-
JBIBAIOIIANA B KOMHATY.

He noxgaBmmch oTBeTa, OH MOBEPHYJICS M IOCMOTPEN Ha Je-
BYIIKY Yepe3 IUIEYO.

— Ecnu s 3apa10 Bonpoc, Tl AOJIKHA OTBEYATb.

Heckonmbko cexkynn Codu HACTOpO:KEHHO cMOTpesia Ha Mep-
(pu, a 3arem npousHecna:

— Taxk 3HauwT. .. 31€ch A1 Toro, 4to Obl Urpath ¢ Bamu B
maxmarbl?

Kupan 3akpbii 171a3a ¢ TaKUM BbIpakeHueM Jymia, oyaro Co-



(u nonycruiia Henenyo, HO aTajbHYI0 OIUIOMIHOCTh. OH MO-
JOIEN OMKe 1 OCTaHOBHJICS MpsiMo HaripotuB. Codu mogHsia
rOJIOBY M MOCMOTpeJia B ero Juio. Mépdu no-xo3siicku ocMat-
pUBaJ JEBYIIKY.

Ot ero B3MIsAa B KOMHATE CTAHOBWJIOCH HA Tapy rpaaycoB
xononHee, Ho Codu 3armperma cede 6osaThcs. OHa He CBOAMIIA
IJ1a3 ¢ ero KaMEHHOTO JIMIIA U TOJIBKO YAMBJISIACh, KAK YEIOBEeK
MOXeT OBbITh TAKUM XOJOJHBIM M HenmpoOuBaeMbiM. B orTinya-
et or Mepdu, no ity Codpu MOKHO ObUIO MPOYUTATH KAKIYIO
MBICITb. OH MOYTH JIMKOBAJI, KOTJIA €€ TYCThIe B3/IepHYThie OpOBU
cllerka MpUIoAHUMAIKCh OT Nepen30bITKa Mbicieid. Korna ee ry-
Obl, HE)KHO-PO30BbIE, CJIETKa CyXUe OT IMOCTOSIHHOTO MPUKYChIBA-
HUS$1, CKUMAJIUCh B TIOTBITKE TO JIM CKPHITh, TO JIM TIOKA3aTh CBOIO
3J10CTb.

Codu He 3HaIa, HO OH 3aMETHJI €€ JaKe paHbllle, YeM OHa ca-
Ma OTBICKaJIa ero B TOJIIe Ha BuepaliHeM Bedepe. OH Bujien, Kak
OHAa OCMAaTpPHUBAET ero rocreil. Bunen, kak oHa Jenaer BUi, 4To
IbET, XOTSI HA CaMOM JieJie TTPOCTO TIOHOCUT OOKaJl K rydam, a
3aTeM Kak Oy/ATo Ha 4To-TO oTBJIeKaeTcsi. OH CMOTpest Kak OCTO-
POXXKHO OHA MepeMeIaeTcs Mo 3Ty U OyKBaJIbHO CUMTHIBAJ BCE,
YTO OHA JiyMajia O KaKJIOM, KTO BCTpeyvascs eu.

Bcé€, uro 6b110 mocyie - He umeet 3HayeHus1. OH He BUjEN B
HEUl yrpo3bl U T03TOMY OTIYCTUJI. K TOMY e OH TOUHO 3Hal, YTO
3a TO BpeMmsl, 4To e€ He ObLJI0, OHA He ycrea HU4ero Hautu. Yro
OBl OHa He MCKaa.

Ho cerogns, npsamo ceityac, NTUYKA caMma 3ajeTesa B KJIETKY.



U oH He ObL1 OBl COOOM, eciy ObI HE TIOMMAJT €€.

Mepdu caenan mar 1 OCTAHOBWICS HAMPOTHUB CUISIIECHA Ha
kpato kpoBatu Codu. [leByiika MogHsAIA I71a3a BBEPX U 3aris-
HyJa B r1aza Mepdu. OH 3aayMmurBo 0OBen ee (pUrypy B3IJis-
JIOM U CKa3a:

— TlpuBenu cebss B mopsnok. Beuepom chirpaem Hamry
MIEPBYIO MAPTHIO.

Codu nproTKpbLIa POT, UTOOBI UTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO HE yCIiena.
Mepdu cTpeMUTENBHO pa3BEPHYJICS U BBIIIET U3 KOMHATBHI.

Bonpsiiuii CKBO3HSIK OT OBICTPO 3aXJIOITHYBITIEHCS 3a €ro CIU-
HOM 1Bepbio, 001an Codu 3anmaxom Mepdu 1 HEM3BECTHOCTHIO.

S.

Codu crosiia HaNPOTUB KPOBATU U CMOTpEJIa Ha Pa3JloKeH-
HBIE HA HEW IIaThs.

YenoBeK, KOTOPbIM MPUHEC BElM, CKa3asl, YTO BEPHETCS Ye-
pe3 noyaca u, ecliv OHa He Oy/IeT rOTOBa, XO35IMH Pa303JIUTCH. . .

Codu pa3apaxeHHO B3JOXHYJIA U YCENach Ha CTYJI, CTOSIIMI
HanpoTuB KpoBatu. OHa MOCTaBWIIA JIOKTH Ha KOJIEHW U yHep-
Jlach NoA0OPOIKOM B OTKpbITHIE JagoHu. [Iporcxoasiiee ka3za-
Jock crpaHHoil urpon. 1IlyTkoi, KOTOpast BOT-BOT IOJIKHA 3a-
KOHUUThCSA. KTO-TO BbINphIrHET M3 mikada u 3akpuuut “Ciop-
npu3!”. Eil mogapaT 1BeTsl, 1 oHa OyJeT JIOIro CMesIThCS, BCIIO-
MUHAas1 O CBOEM IOXUILIEHUU.

BneszanHo B gBepb nocrydanu. Copu B3pOrHyia, HO He Moj-
HsLJIach CO CTYJIa.

IIBEpb MEJIEHHO OTKPbUIACh, 1 B KOMHATY BOILEN BBICOKUI



MY’KUMHa.

Omna Bujiena ero pasbiiie. OH ObiT B HOMepe Kupana, korma
OHa MpsiTajlach Ha ero OAJIKOHE.

MyXuuHa MOCMOTpPE Ha HEeE U cKazall:

— Ilpuser.

Codu HaxMypuIace B OTBET, HO HUYETO HE OTBETHUIIA.

— Mens 30ByT Bnag.

B3noxHyB, cka3an oH, a 3ateM nofoien omke. OCcTaHOBUB-
ek HaripotuB Codu, Bnag nmocMoTpen Ha He€ CBepXy BHUS.

— Tebe nyxno nepeonerscs. [lopa crryckatbes K yKUHY.

— A d4r0, ecnu 51 He ouy!

[Toutu npopsryasia Cou B OTBET.

Bnag cHoBa B3J0OXHYJI, a 3aT€M MPUCENT HA KOPTOUYKHU MeEpe]
Heu. JleBylika BBIIPAMWIACH U YyTh OTHIATHYJNACh Haszan. Ilo-
3BOHOUYHUK OOJIbHO YIIepia B TBEpAyo CUHKY cTysa, Codu cxa-
JIa 4eNTocTh OT O0JTU, HO Ha €€ JIMIIE He APOTHYJI HU OUH MYCKYJL.

— 41 mounmaro, - Havas Biaz - TeI He Xouelb ObITh 31ech. Ho,
€CJIM ThI Oy/IeIIb CONIPOTHUBIIATHCS - CTAHET TOJNBKO Xyke. K Tomy
XKe... - Bnag Bcran Ha Horu - K ToMy ke, cuzisi B 9TOM KOMHATe,
Thl HE HAlJIEIIb OTBETHI.

— OrBeThl?.. - HacTopoxkeHHO cripocuia Codu. Bnan yimsio-
HyJcs. B ero yneioke He ObUI0 X0m0oAa wim onacHocTH. Haob6o-
pot, Codu 1okazanoce, 4TO 3TOMY YEJIOBEKY MOXKHO JIOBEPATb.
Briaa kuBHY 1 OBICTPO MOPTHYJT OIHUM IJIA30M.

— V T1ebe Beib €CTh BOIPOCHI. ..

Codu ckJioHMIIA TOTIOBY Ha OOK M 3a/[yMasach.



“A Benp OH MpaB...Beap s Bcé emé He 3Hal0, 3aueM Mepdu
noxuTwi MeHs! Bpsin v OoH caenan 3To TOJIBKO MOTOMY, 4TO S
npoOpaiiack B ero Homep. .. Ckopee Bcero 310 cBsi3aHo ¢ OKyiy-
coM...”

Bnapa mopomeén k ABepu U, IPUOTKPHIB €€, CKa3al:

— 4 BepHych yepes 15 munyT. Byap rorosa.

Koraa on ucues, Codu nogHsyiach ¥ CHoBa B3IVIsSIHYJIA HA pa3-
JIO)KEHHbIE HA KPOBATH IUIaThsl.

OmHa HUKOIa B )KHU3HU HE HOCWJIa HUYEro nmonooxoro. Pacim-
ThIe CTpa3amMy I00KH CTPYWIMCh U MSTKO CIaIajii Ha 1moj. Beuto
CTPAITHO JaXe MPECTaBUTh, CKOJIBKO CTOMT 3Ta oAexaa. Ho ca-
Moe r1aBHoe, st Cou ObUIO MPOCTO HEMBICIIUMO TPATUTh Ta-
Kue OOJIbIINe IeHBI'M Ha Belu. TpSIKu, KOTOpble U HAAETh-TO
MO’HO Pa3Be 4To Mapy pas.

[IpuKycHB BHYTPEHHIOIO YaCTh IIEKH, JEBYIIIKA YCMEXHYJIACh.

“JlagHo, Mépdu! Xouerb cpirpath?..910 5 ymero...”

Msrkas Tkanb Oyaro Os1 ooHMMasa Codu. [leByika nposena
PYKOI1 0 CBOe# (purype, oTMeuasi, 4To TaKOH Hapsi OOABIISET
€M, €CJIM HE CUJIbl, TO YBEPEHHOCTH.

“Tenepw, Mepdu, Mbl ¢ TOOOI HapaBHe!”

Kak TonbKO 3Ta MBIC/Ib MPOCKOYMJIA B €€ TOJIOBE, B JIBEPb
cHOBa noctydaii. CKBO3b HEOOJIBIITYIO ITIeJTh TOKa3aJ1ach TOJIoBa
Briana.

— Tsl rotoBa?

— Jla.

— Tloiinem!



Kak Tonbko Codu Belluia U3 KOMHaThI, Biag okuHyn e€ Boc-
TOPKEHHBIM B3I[JI51JOM.

— OTIMYHO BBHINIAAUIIL!

Codu crpenbHyIa B HETO IJla3aMu.

— Cnacu6o.

Ha cekynay mia3a Mosoqoro 4esjioBeka 3a/epkaluch Ha (pu-
rype Codu 1 eyl Jaxe MoKa3ajaoch, 4YTO OHA 3aMETUJIA B HUX UTO-
TO NIOXOKE€E HA BOCTOPT.

CJI0BHO IIpOYMTAB €€ MBICIH, Biaj pe3ko mpodrcTuil ropsio
Y OTBEJI [J1a3a B CTOPOHY:

— Jlagso. IMoinéEm.

Brag ObUT TUXMM, [TOYTH HE3aMETHBIM. 3a BECh IMYyTh JIO CTO-
JIOBOH OH JIMIIb Napy pa3 B3risAHy1 Ha Codu, a oHa cama Jienana
BUJI, YTO COBCEM HE 3aMeYaeT 3TOro. XOTs IJe-TO BHYTPU HeJlb-
351 OBUIO HE MPU3HATH, YTO TAKKE B3IJIS/ABI JOCTABIISIOT €i yI0-
BOJIbCTBUE.

“Bpis10 OB HETUIOXO MMETh COI3HMKA” - mogymaia Codu u
MSTKO YJBIOHYTaCh.

Yepes MUHYTY JEBYIIIKA YKe CTOsUIa B OOJIBIIION CBETIION CTO-
JIOBOH, YKPAUIEHHOW POC/IbIMU (DUKYCaMU B Iy3aTbIX TOPIIKAX,
KOBpPaMH C 3aMYJpPEHHBIMH y30paMu 1 aOCTPaKTHHIMU KapTHUHA-
MH.

YV 60BIIOro MaHOPAMHOTO OKHA, 32 KOTOPBIM CTEHOW POCIU
KUIIApUCBhI, CTOSUT JUIMHHBIN CTOJI U3 KPACHOT'O IEPEBa. A BO IJ1aBe
storo crona cunen Kupan Mepdu.

Ha crone He ObIJIO CBOOOIHOTO MecCTa: OBOIIM, (PPYKTHI, Ka-



KHe-TO 3aKYCKH 1 OOJIbIIIoe cepeOpsiHoe OITI00 ¢ KaKOW-TO MTH-
LIEN B CAMOM LIEHTpE.

Mepdu, cunsimuii mepe BceM STUM U300UTeM, HAIIOMUHAT
CPEOHEBEKOBOIO Cy/ITaHa.

Codu mpe3putesibHO MoaKaia rydy U 4yTh CIBIITHO (DBIPK-
HyJa:

“Hano xe!..Kakoit koposb! HambiieHHblii 60abHON MpUTY-
pok!..”

VxBatuB Cocu 3a npearuieube, Binan cierka noaTonkHys ee
K cromy. OHa TYyT ke IIarHysia BIepel, HO 3aTeM OIISIHYJIACh,
37I00HO CTpeJIbHYJIa B HETO B3IVISIZIOM, a 3aTeM CHOBA MOBEPHY-
Jack oM K Kupany.

ToT MeaneHHO CKaHUPOBal (PUIYpy AEBYILIKU BCE TEMU Ke
CKYYalOIIMMH [JIa3aMU, YTO U TOT/1a, B HOMEpEe OTeJIsl.

Codu Bce mbiTanach yragath, O 4eM OH JIyMaeT, YTO XOYeT
clienaTh, HO HUUTO B 3TOM YEJIOBEKE HE BbIIABAJIO €T0 IUIAHOB,
OMACeHU! 1 KeJTaHWUM.

He roBopst Hu cnosa, Kupan kuBnyn Bnany u ToT THXO yaa-
JIVJICSL.

Codu crosina v kJana, cama He 3Hasl Yero MMEHHO KJET.

Mepdu B3IISIHYI Ha €e JIMIo U TPO3HO, CIIOBHO Opocasi B JId-
110, TTPOU3HEC:

— Capuce 3a CTOd.

Codu Hacynmiack. Mexy OpOBsIMM HAapUCOBAIACh TOHKAsI
MOpIIIMHKA, HO OHA MOJIONUIA K CTOJTY U, OTO/IBUHYB CAMBIii 1a71b-
HuM oT Mepdu cryi, cena.



On nponomxkan ckanupoBath Codu 171a3aMu, HO 3TO HE CMY-
I1JI0 €€ HACTOJILKO, YTOOBI CKPBIBATh CBOE TIPE3pPEHUE.

“BHITh HACTOJILKO CAaMOYBEPEHHBIM, YTOOBI BOT TaK Oecriepe-
MOHHO pa3ryisiibiBath Jojer! Kakon ke oH npuaypok!..”

CJOBHO MPOYUTAB MbICIb, NPOCKOIb3HYB B rojose Codu,
Mepdu HacmenumBo npuiypuics, Ha uyro Cogu He Moria He
OTpearupoBaTh.

— UYro?! - OypkHyJa OHa, HApyIIasi THETYIIYIO TUILUHY.

Ha xakoe-To MrauoBenue Mepdu naxe kak OyaToO yIUBUIICS.
Ho 3T0 6B1J10 Tak MuUMOINeTHO, uTo HU Cohu, HU OH caM He 00-
paTWiiv Ha 3TO HUKAKOro BHUMaHus1l. OH MPO0JIKal CMOTPETh B
yIOP Ha MO-/IETCKU CEPAUTOE JIULIO JEBYIIKH.

— Tebe oueHp UIET 3TO IUIATHE.

Ero ronoc, HU3KHAM ¥ T'yCTOM, KaK MAaToKa, 3alOJHWI IpO-
cTpaHcTBO BOKpyr. Codu 3aep3ana, HO HE IOTOMY, YTO €M MO-
HPaBUJIOCh, 4 TIOTOMY, YTO OHa YKacHO XoTena yOexaTb, TOJb-
KO OBl M30aBHUTH CeOs1 OT HEOOXOIUMOCTH CUIETh IOl STUM TTPH-
CTAJIbHBIM HEYUTAEMBIM B3[JISIJIOM.

He nonyuynB HuKakoil peakimu, Mepdu cxayl CUIBHO KyJTak
JI0 TOr0 MOMEHTA CIIOKOMHO JIEKaIllel Ha CTOJE JIaJOHU.

— 4 cnenan Tebe KoMIuMMeEHT! - 4yTh O0Jee TPO3HO CcKazall
OH.

— 4 ycapimana. - orBetriia Codpu 1 OTBEpHYJIaCh, Mpsiya rJia-
3a.

CrpanHo, HO OHa He olyiana crpaxa. Ckopee, pa3apaxeHue.

“Yero paay OH IEpKUT MeHs 311ech! | - nymaina oHa - Yero emy



HYKHO!?”

Mep@u, Takou cepKaHHBII, 10 ITOTO MOMEHTA TAKOU HEBO3-
MYTHUMBIiA, XOJIOAHBIA U Oy/ATO HEMHOT'O YCTAaBIIMA, 3aKPbLI 7132
Y TPOMKO BBIZIOXHYJI, CJIOBHO YCIIOKauBasi ceosl.

Codu, mouyBCTBOBaB CBOIO CUJTY, BHOBb ITOJJHS1JIA HA HETO IJ1a-
32 U TPOMKO YCMEXHYJIaCh, HO HUYETO HE CKa3aja, a TOJIBbKO IO-
ayMaja:

“ HaBepHoe, HECTEPITUMO TSKENO BCe BpeMs AeJ1aTh BUI, UTO
TeOe Ha Bce 1ieBath!... IHTepecHO, UTO ThI CTaHEellb [IeIaTh, eCIn
s 1am Tede coer?”

He nepecraBas ysbiOatbesi, Codu 3actaBuiia cedsl 3arisiHyTh
npsIMO B JieisiHble, OyATo Obl Aaxke Oe3:Kku3HeHHble r1aza Mepdu.

He Moprasi, oH ¢ JIErKOCTbIO BbIAEP:KaJI €€ B3[JIsi[l, XOTsI CAaMOI
Codu ¢ Tpynom ynanoch IpeoaoeTh KENAHUE OTBEPHYTHCS.

3acrainsast cebst yaepxuBath B3 Kupana, oHa cxana Ky-
JIAK TIOZl CTOJIOM TaK CWJIBHO, YTO CJIeJbl OT HOITEH elle JO0Jro
OCTaBaJIMCh Ha OeJoit koke agonu. Ho Mepdwu sToro He BueII.
OH BuJIEJ JMIIb €€ MPsIMbIE, HACMEIIUTUBBIE CEpbIe I71a3a, C Bbl-
30BOM CMOTPSILIME HA HETO.

— 3HaeTe - HaKOHell, IPOU3HECa OHA. - §I 3HAal0 HECKOJIbKO
HEIUIOXUX TEXHUK, KOTOPbIE MOMOTaIOT CITPAaBUTCS C THEBOM. Ec-
JI XOTUTE, MOTY HAY4HUTh!

['y6s1 Mepdu crnerka apornyau. To jau oT ummyiibca 3acMe-
ATbCS, TO JIU OT rHeBa. Ho Gonbiiie HUuvero. Beikaas mapy ce-
KyH[I, OH, HAKOHell, CKa3aJl:

— He nymaro, 410 THI CrIOCOOHA HAYYUTh MEHS TOMY, O YeM



TOBOPHIIIb

— 3710 emie nouemy? - yAUBIEHHO BcKuHYyaa Oposu Copu

— [loromy 4TO THI M CaMa MU HE BJIaJIEEIIIb.

Codu Bapyr NOYyBCTBOBAJIA KAK IO BCEMY TeJTy MPOIILIa BOJI-
Ha kapa. HaunHasi oT HOr, OHa MeJJIEHHO NMPOJABUHYJIACH BbIILIE
Y OCTAHOBWJIACh Ha €€ JIULIE.

— {1 omIMYHO BaJIEI0 BCEMU TEXHUKAMHU, O KOTOPBIX TOBOPIO !

Jlpokalliuii rojoc BbIABAJl CTPaxX M HEKOHTPOJIUPYEMYIO
350cTh. T'oBOpst 310, Cohpu UyTh MpUBCTAIA U, YKE 3aKOHUYMB
(ppazy, nonsuia, uro Mepdwu npas. OHa COBEPIIEHHO HE KOHTPO-
JIMpPYeT COOCTBEHHBIE SMOIHH.

Kupan yemexnyscsi, noarep:kaast Meicab Cocpu. [TodexneH-
Has, OHa cena ooparHo, a Mepdu Beras.

— [loems. - KMHYJI OH Ha OCTBHIBILYIO €y Ha CTOJIE

— 41 He xouy. - 31100HO npodypyana Codu B OTBET, HE IIIAISA
Ha Mepdu.

— IMoems. MHave y TeOst HE OCTAaHETCS CHJL.

— Jlns gero?

— Hu g4 4gero.

[Tpotsnys pyky, Kupan B3si1 XpycTasibHbIi OOKaI, HAIIOJTHEH-
HBII aJIbIM BUHOM, OYITO KPOBBIO CBOUX KEPTB, OH OTBEPHYJICS
Y TIOZIOILIEJT K OKHY.

Codum 1yT ke nonHsna rma3a. Tenepp OHa MoOIJIa Kak CleAyeT
paccMoOTpeTh ero (purypy. Boicokuid, ¢ KpenkuM, KUITUCTbIM Te-
JocnoxeHneM, Medpu ctosii, Kak ropa. OH ObUT AeHCTBUTEIHHO
KpacuB, Jake OHa H MOIJIa OTpruarh 310. Ho B ronose He 6110



Y MBICJIM, YTO MOXKHO [OYYBCTBOBATh K 3TOMY Y€JIOBEKY UTO-TO,
KpOME OTBpAIIICHHS.

“Her, oH - cymee 3510. U kakoii Obl He OblTa €ro HapyXHOCTb
- 9TO He oOMaHeT MeHsi!..”

Mepdu nogaec k rydam O0Kan U caenal IJ0TOK. 3areM To-
CTOSJ1 y OKHA €I1Ie HECKOJIBKO CEKyH[1 ¥ oBepHyJIcs K Codu.

— Tak ThI He cTaHelIb ecTh?

— Her.

— Yro *x, neso tBOE!..

JlenuBo ¥ pacciadieHHO OH TIOZIONIEN K CTONY M aKKypaTHO,
TIOYTH HECTIBIIIHO TocTaBuil Ookai. Codu HarpsiKeHHO crieuia
32 KOXAbIM €ro JIBUKEHUEM.

OH nonpaBuJI MaHXeThbl CBOETO MUJIKAKA U, YOS JUBIIUCh, UTO
BCE B ero obpase uaeanbHo, nocMoTpen Ha Codu.

— Torna nogem!

— Kyna?

Mepdu cHoBa B3a0XHY1. OH [aBHO HE CTaJKUBAaJCS C
JIIOIBMU, KOTOPbIE OCMEJTMBAIOTCS MIEPEUUTh EMY WJIH JaKe MPo-
CTO 3aJaBaTh BOMPOCHL. Bce, KTO €ro Okpyxasi, Hay4duJIHCh
NpeayrajbplBaTh €ro KeJaHus, TaK YTO €My He MPUXOAUIIOCh HU-
9ero OObSICHSTb.

OH B3/I0XHYJI U pa3/IpakeHHO MPOIIEANT CKBO3b 3yObl:

— BcraBail u uau 3a MHOU. A, ecnu Oyaelb OONTaTh WU
B3/lyMaelllb YTO-TO BHIKUHYTD - OyJellb HaKka3zaHa, MoHsiIa?

— Hakazana?! B kakom cmbicie?..

He BcraBasi ¢ MecTa, HO OTKHMHYBIIMCh Ha CIUHKY CTyJa C



TaKUM BBIpaKEHUEM Jula, yTo Mepdu naxe cmytuics, Codpu
IIPUIILY PUJIACh.

— IlocraBuTe MeHs Ha KOJIEHW Y 3aCTaBUTE CTO pa3 MpOYu-
Tarb OT4e Hai?

Jlo 3TOro MOMeHTa B KOMHate ObUI ellle OauH 4esioBek. Poc-
JIBIM OXPAHHUK C JIBICOW TOJIOBOU Y TEMHO-CEPOM TaTyMPOBKOU,
MOKPBIBAIOIIEH €ro TOJICTYIO 1Ie10, TOKPHITYIO BBITYKJIBIMU BEHA-
mu. HecMoTpst Ha ero pasmepsl, 3aMETUTh €ro ObUIO MPaKTHYe-
CKHM HEBO3MOKHO. BeJlb OH CTOs1, CIIOBHO CTaTysl Y AAJIBHETO BbI-
Xof1a U3 cTooBoO. 3a Bce BpeMms, uto Codu OblIa 371€Ch, OH HU
pa3y He MOIIEBENUIICA U HUKaK He o0o3Haum cedst. Ho ceituac,
KOIJla OHA TaK HEOCMOTPHUTEJIBHO AEP3KO OoTBETUIa Mepdu, oH
PE3KO MOBEPHYJI I'0JIOBY B CTOPOHY CTOJIA.

Codu cmoTpesa Ha BO3BBILIAIOIIETOCA psaaoM Mepdu dyTs
NPUNOAHSB NoAO00poAoK. OT 3TOro ee Mo3a U BbIpaKeHUs LA
BBIIVISI SN BbI3BIBAIOILE TOPJIEJIVBBIMU.

Meppu XMBIKHYJI, HapylIMB 3acCTBIBUIYIO May3y. OXPaHHHUK
B3/JIPOTHYJI U, CJIOBHO IIPUAS B UYBCTBA, IPUHSI MPEIbLIYLIYIO
HETOKOJIeOUMYI0 TI03y KaMEHHOTO CTpaxa.

— Ecim He oOpamarh BHMMaHMSI Ha TBOK IVIyNOCTh M
HEOCMOTPUTENIBHOCTD, 3TO A€ MOXBAJbHO.

— Yr0 uMeHHO?

— To, Kak TbI PUTBOPSIEIILCS OECCTPAIITHOM.

Mepdu nprbaM3mIiICs Ha napy 1aroB 1 IpKcesT Ha Kpaii cToa
npsimo Bozjie Codu.

— HurepecHo. ..



[puiiy pyBIIKCH, CKa3aJl OH U MPOTSHYJ PYKY K U3YMJIEHHO-
My ity AeBymkd. OH 0OXBaTHII ee 3a MOAOOPOIOK U MPUTION-
HsUJT JIMIO TaK, yTo Codu NOYyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK €€ KOPOTKUE BO-
JIOCHI ILIEKOYYT CIHHY.

-...KaK ObI ThI 3arOBOpWJIA, CAeIai 1 TeOs1 CBOEH MaJIeHbKOU
TMEIIKOH. . .

Ot 31ux cnoB kpoBb Cout CTOBHO ObI 3aCThITA B KuIax. [e-
BYIIIKA HEPBHO CIVIOTHYJIa CKOMNMBILYIOCS Y KOPHS SI3bIKa CJIIO-
HY Y OTIIPSIHYJI4, OCBOOOIUBIIIMCH TAKUM 00Opa30oM OT pyku Mep-
(pu. Huuero He oTBeyas, oHa oTBesa B3IVIA] B CTOPOHY. Mepdu
YCMEXHYJICSL.

— Tak g u gymai.

OH BCTaJ1 HA HOTH U, TIO-XYJIMTAaHCKU BCTABUB PYKU B KAPMaHbI
OpIOK, OTOIIIeNT OT CTOJA.

— ThI 3HaeIb, YTO 51 HE TPOHY Teds. . .

JInib crerka noBepHyB ronoBy B ctopoHy Codu, ckazas OH.

— Ho 3710 He 3HauuT, YTO 51 HE MOT'Y PEBPATUTH TBOE CYILIe-
CTBOBaHUE B a/l.

Codu MenJIeHHO MOAHSIA Ha HETO IJias3a.

— Tak 4TO BCTaHb U UM 32 MHOM.

Vixe 6e3 yemenku go6asuin Mepdu.

Co¢u nouyBcTBOBaJIA, YTO TENEpPhb, KOTAA B €ro royoce Mo-
SIBUJIMCh 3TU METAJUTMYECKHE HOTKH, OOJIbIlle HET CMbICHIA TTpe-
nuparbes. Ee nuiio Bce enle Bblpaxaso BCIO NAJIUTPY SMOLMMI,
YTO OHA ucnbiThiBasa. Ho OHa moaHsiach ¢ MecTa U Mojouuia
Kk Kupany. OH nposen miazamu no ee (purype u, eje 3aMeTHO



YIBIOHYBIIIUCh, CKA3aJL:

— Huyero. Tl HayuHIbest ObITH TOKOPHOM.

[Mocnie 3THX CJIOB OH pa3BepHYJICS U MOILEN BIepe[, CAelaB
Codu NeHrBBIN 3HAK PYKOH, UTOOBI Ta IILJIa CJIEIOM.

Codu nuienacy no3aau, TO U JIEJI0 CTpeisisl NO-A€TCKU Cepau-
ThIM B3[JISIOM B criuHy Mepdu.

“Kakoii ke mpuaypok - aymaiia oHa - 1 Obl ¢ pagocThio Mo-
CMOTpeJia, KaK XU3Hb UMEET €ro M0 NMoaHoM nporpamme! Kapmy
HHUKTO HEe OTMeHsI1, ocen!..”

Omna pyrana ero BHyTpu ceOsl TaK, KakK, eciy Obl 9TO OBUI ca-
MBIi1 37I00HBII U Y’KaCHBIN YeIOBEK BO BCEM MUDE.

OXpaHHUK, COMTPOBOXIAOIINNA UX, 3aMeTHJT Kak ryob Codu
crerka mesensaTcsa. OH He Mor pa3oOparh, YTO UMEHHO OHa TO-
BOPMT, HO IO B3IJISIY, HAIPaBJI€HHOMY Ha CIMHY €ro XO3sIMHa
OTJIMYHO MMOHUMAJI, KOMY MpeAHA3HAUEHbI 3TU HECIBIIIHBIE CJIO-
Ba. Ero mmpokoe nuio, BHyIIAKILEE BCEM, KTO BCTpeYall €ro,
CTpax TYT ke OKpacuiIoch ObICTpoi YibsiOKo#. [ToHsB, uto main
cabuHy, OH OTKAILISJICS ¥ CHOBA TIPUHSUT YT POXKAIOIIMIA B,

Mepdu ocTaHOBUIICA Y IBYCTBOPYATON JyOOBOM IBEPU U MO-
BepHyJics Kk Codu.

Ona OoJbllle HE HAIIENTHIBAJIA PYraTesibcTBA, HO BCE ellle
CMOTpeJia Ha Hero u3-mop OpoBei.

— 41 GBI XOTeN BUAETHh HA TBOEM JIHIIE OOJbINE SHTY3HA3Ma.

“A s16b1 XOTeNa, YTOOBI ThI 3ACYHYJI CBOM XkesaHus ceOe B 3a/1-
Hully!” - mojymMasa OHa, HO HUYEro He OTBETHUJIA.

Mepdu ycmexnynca. OH He yMen YATaTh MBICJIH, HO OTJIMYHO



cuuThiBal B3DIsiIbl. Tem Oonee takue, kak y Codu, HUUEM He
IIPUKPBITHIE U OTKPOBEHHO-TOBOPAILME O TOM, YTO TBOPUTCS Y
Hee Ha Aylle.

Ero 3a0aBis1j10 TO, Kak OHA MBIXTUT U TO U JIEJIO CKUMAET ye-
JIOCTh, CIIOBHO CHIEPKUBAasi ce0s1 OT HEOCTOPOXKHBIX BBICKA3bIBa-
Hrid. Ho mpu 3TOM 3Ta [IeByIIKa COBEPIIEHHO HE 3a00TUTCS O
BBIPQKEHUH CBOETO JIMIA, HA KOTOPOM YHTaeTCs Jlaxe OOJblie,
4yeM OHa MorJia Obl CKa3aTh.

Mepdu 1onoxu1 pyKy Ha IBEPHYIO PyUKY U MATKO TOJKHYJI
JBEPb.

Korna oHa otkpbuiach, oH caenai mar B komHary. Codu Bo-
11 CJIEJOM, a OXPaHHUK, COMPOBOXKAAIOIIMN €€, OCTAHOBUIICSA
B J/IBEPHOM IIpOEME.

ChHavana Codwu He 3ameTiia HU4Yero HeoObraHoro. [Ipocto
OoJtbllIasi MPOCTOPHAs KOMHATA C BBICOKUMU MOTOJIKAMU M TTAHO-
paMHbIMU OKHamu. Ho Kkak ToJIbKO IpoliuIa nepsast CeKyHa, Win
Jaxe 108 3Tou cekyH abl, Codu MOHsIA, YTO TIepe]] Hel YTO-TO
HEHOPMaJIbHOE. V13 TEMHOTBI YIVIOB B LIECHTP KOMHATHI CTAJIA BbI-
XOIUTh MOTyOOHaKEHHbIE KeHIMHBL. [loxokue Ha 3aBeJeHHBIX
KYKOJI, OHA BCTaBaJIM Ha OOJIbIIIME KJIETKU, IOKPbIBAIOIIKE 0],
CJIOBHO MTOBEPXHOCTb IIAXMaTHOM JIOCKH.

— Yro 3a!... - BEIPBAJIOCH y HEE U30 PTa.

Omna noBepHyJia rojoBy ¥ rnocMorpesna Ha Mepdu, koTopsli ¢
HECKpbIBa€MbIM HacllakJieHueM HaoOmonan 3a peakiueil Codu.
He orpeiBasi HACMENIUIMBBIX IJIa3 OT €e JIMI, OH 0OpaTuics K
CTOSILIIMM HaroTOBE JIEBYIIKAM.



— Teneps y Hac ectb benas Koponesa!

6.

Hu pasy B xus3au Cou He BUena CTONbKO KPACHUBBIX JKEeH-
IIMH B OJHOM MecTe. M Hu pa3y oHa He 4yBCcTBOBaJIa ceOsl TaKOW
MaJIEeHbKON Y HUYTOXHOM, KaK cerldac.

Kaxnas neByiika, MOKOPHO 3aMepiliasi Ha CBOEN KJIETOUKe,
BBIIVIsIZIeNa uaeanbHo. Bosockl, koka, Hortu. .. Kaxkaas ux Hux
Moryia 0wl ObITh Kiteomarpoi.

Cocu moBena mieyamMu Tak, Oy/ITO el 3a IIMBOPOT 3amoi3
KYK, cliesiana Iar Ha3aj, a 3aTeM MofHsIa riia3a Ha Mepdu.

Ero ryObl M30THY/IMCH B €J1€ 3aMETHOH Y/IbIOKe Tpexe, YeM
OH CKa3aJr:

— Buky cMyl1lieHre Ha TBOEM JIULIE.

B oreer Cohu HaxMypuiach 1 HETPOMKO TTpoOypyaa:

— A g Ha TBOEM - Oe3ymue!

KupaH si3BUTENBHO YCMEXHYIICS.

— Hakonen, mbl iepenim Ha “Tsr!..

Huyero He orBeuasi, Copy CHOBa MOCMOTpesa Ha JEBYIIIEK,
3aroHSIONIMX MTPOCTPAHCTBO KOMHATHL. Hecmerno, HO nipu aTom
C HECKpBIBAEMbIM JIIOOOIBITCTBOM, OHA Cleaia Imar BIEepe.
Mepdu Moua HabOmoAA.

Codu moponia K OTHOW M3 JIEBYIIEK. JTO Obljla BBICOKAs
OJIOHIMHKA C cepbIMU O€3/I0HHBIMHU IJIa3aMH, CMOTPSIIMU B ITy-
croty. Codu OCTaHOBWIJIACh HAIPOTUB U, 3arJISIHYB €il B JIMIIO,
cKazaa:



— Dil..

HeByika naxe He menoxHyaack. Torna Codu nogHsa pyku
¥ aKTMBHO NoMaxasa y Hee mnepeq jiuiiom. Ho kpacoTtka siuiib
MOPTHYJIa OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH.

3a cnMHOM TYT e Mocbliacs Tsokeblid B3aox Mepdu. Co-
¢u oGepHynace.

— Yro ThI JeNaenib? - COpoCKI OH OYTH POJUTEILCKUM TO-
HOM.

— A Ha 4T0 noxoxe?

— Ha 1o, 4To TBI 6€CCOBECTHO BIIE3a€IIb B IMYHOE POCTPaH-
ctBO JIxecc.

Codu cHOBa mocMoTpena Ha ieBy1iky. OHa oOBesna B3IJISA0M
ee CTpOHYI0 (pUrypy, JIUIIIb CIIETKa MPUKPHITYI0 TOHKUM 00JIe-
raoium iatkeM. [ y0oKoe JeKobTe OTKPOBEHHO JEMOHCTPH-
POBAJIO YIIPYTYIO TPY/b, @ KOCOH pa3pe3 Ha I00Ke CIIOBHO OblI ITPo-
KJIQIbIBJI JOPOXKKY TyQ, € COKPBITA BCS €€ KEHCTBEHHOCTb.

Codu Bapyr crano He mo cede.OHa cBena OPOBU, TSKENO
B3JIOXHYJIA U, 3aI7IsIHYB IpsMo B Jiuio [xecc, cipocuia:

— DTOT NICUX JIEPKUT TeOsI B 3aJIOKHUKAX ?!

JleBy1iKa JUIb Clierka MpUMogHsIa OpoBb, HO HUYETrO He OT-
BeTusa. Bmecro Hee 3aroBopun Mepdu.

— Te1 mpocTo cMmelHa. ..

Codu pa3bsipeHHO IOBEPHYJIACh.

— IIpocture?!...

— O, MbI cHOBa Ha “Bor’!..

Mepdu cnenan HECKONBKO IaroB, OKA3bIBAsCh TAKUM 00pa-



30M JIOCTaTOYHO Oyn3Ko U K JIxkece, u K crosiei psyiom Codu.

Omna cMoOTpesna Kak OH BCTaJl HAalIPOTUB JIEBYLIKH, 3aTEM IOJ-
HSUT PYKY ¥ MEIJIEHHO, OCTOPOXKHO TTONPABUIT OPETENbKY ee Iia-
Ths. [ 1a3a []kecc MoKOpHO OMyCTUIINCH, HO HECMOTPS Ha 3TO, BCE
€e JIMLIO HAa4aJIo MbLIaTh KAKUM-TO HEMOHSTHBIM OTHEM PaIOCTH.

Mepdu MATKO MpOBeJT KOCTAIIKaMU MAJIbLEB M0 1ieke [lxecc
Y HE CBOJ4 IV1a3 C ee JIMLIA, CKa3aJl:

— OHa He 3aJI0)KHUIIA.

3arem Mepdu yOpan pyky ot numna Ixecc U pa3BepHYyICs
BceM TesioM K Codu.

— Omna xouet ObITh 3[IECh. - CYXO CKa3al OH. - Tak xke, Kak
Y OCTAJIbHBIE.

Codu, KoTOpasi U paHbllle HE OUYEHb XOPOILIO CHPABJISIACD C
COKpPBITHEM COOCTBEHHBIX SMOIIMIA, HaYada U3YMJIEHHO MOTATh
roJIoBOW M OeraTh riia3amu IO JIMIaM BCeX AEBYIIEK, CKIOHUB-
IIMX TOJIOBbI B IOCTYIIIHOM MOJIYaHUU.

Mepdu HaOmIOAAT 32 HEM.

On He mpu3HAT OBl 3TO HU 3a YTO HA CBETE, HO C TOTO MOMEH-
Ta, Kak oH yBuaena Codwu, BHyTpHU €ro XOJOAHOTO cepaua, Mpu-
BBIKIIIETO HE pearvpoBarth 1ae Ha CaMble YKacarollue BelIU, po-
JIJIOCh KAKOEe-TO CTPAaHHOE YyBCTBO. DTO YyBCTBO HAIOMUHAJIO
3yn. [IpoTuBHBINA, TOYTH OOJE3HEHHBIN 3y, OT KOTOPOTrO XOPO-
o Obl M30aBUTHCS. A TOYHEe, XOPOIIO Obl M30ABUTHCS OT €ro
nepsonpryrHbl. Ho OH OmATh M ONATH CMOTpPEJ HAa HEe, Ha Tep-
BonpuunHy. Ha Codu. OH u3yyas 1o, Kak OHa JIBUraeTcs, Kak
TOBOPMT, KaK CMOTPHT, U 3yl BHYTPH €TI0 Cep/ILia CTAHOBUJICS BCE



CUJIbHEE U CUJIbHEE.

Cocu pazodapoBaHHO OMyCTHJIA IUIEYN U OOBeNa B3IJISAOM
JeBYIIIEK, CTOSIIMX KaXaasi Ha CBOEH KJIETKe, a 3aTeM Opocuiia
Mepdu:

— 41 He ymel0 UrpaTh B IIaXMAaTBhI.

Mep@du He cBOAWII C HEe B3MIALA.

Cou nosepHyJ1ach 1, IOCMOTPEB MIPSIMO B €0 I71a3a, TOBTO-
puia. Ha stor pa3 rpomue:

— 41 He ymelo urparp B 11axmMarhi!

— Tbl HayumnIIbCA. - MATKO OTBETMI KHpaH. - 10 He Tak yx
CJIOKHO.

OH roBopuJ Tak crokorHo, yto Cou Hayano MyTUTh. ITO
OBLIIO KYTKO.

OHa OTVIMYHO MOHMMAJIA, B YeH KalKaH yroAwia, HO COBEp-
IIIEHHO HE MOHMMaJIa, 3a4€M OHA HYXKHa 9TOMY YEJIOBEKY.

Ha, oHna nmpoOpanack B ero Homep. Ho Beab oHa HUUYEro He
Haita tTam.K Tomy %ke, OH caMm OTITyCTHII €€.

“Torma 4yto eMy HyXHO?”

HeoxunanHo st camoii cedst Cou 3aKkpbuia 171a3a v TSKENO
B3/IOXHYJIA.

Kupan aytsb Hanpsarcs. OH yxe nogymai, 4to ceiyac Bee 3a-
KOHUMTCA. OHA HE BBIACPKUT U PACIIAYETCSA, a IIOTOM HAYHET
YMOJISITh €r0 OTIYCTUTh €. TeHb pa304apoBaHus MOYTH MOJIHO-
creio Hakpbuta Kupana, korma Cocdu oTKpbLIa rasza, 0oapo u
CMeJIo ocMoTpena B Im1a3a Mepdu u ckazana:



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha Jlurpec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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