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Ona rotoBuia sii. OH noamucan KOHTpakT. HUKTO He aymalt, 4to BCE 3aKOHYMTCS
m000BbI0.Y Bepbl CepeOpoBoii ObLITO BCE: TIOOMMBIN XEeHUX, MHTEpeCHast padoTta
apXUTEeKTOpa M TUIaHbl Ha cyacTimBoe Oymymee. Ho 3a mecsiin 10 cBagpObI eé
JlaHnun morubaeT mpu 3araJIoYHOM Iokape. A MaTh COOOIIAET, YTO CeMENHbIN
OCOOHSIK BOT-BOT OTOMJIET KPEIUTOPaM, ¥ €UHCTBEHHBIN CIIOCOO CIACTH JIOM —
BBITH 3aMyX 32 MUJUTHOHepa Ajiekcest KopcakoBa, XOJIOHOTO ¥ pacYETIIMBOTO
ousHecMmeHa.Bepa cormnamaercs. Ho He 11t Toro, 4To0sI cTath skeHoi. OHa Haiia
CTApUHHBIA JHEBHUK NIPpabaOKy, IJe OMMCAH PelenT s1a « YJIbIOKa BIOBbD». 3a
COPOK JHEH JI0 CBaIbObI OHA TOTOBUT OTpaBy. EE 1ie/ib — He COXpaHUTh JA0M, a
oromctuTh. OHa yBepeHa: Kopcakop yown Jlanunna.Bepa y3Haét, uTo y €€ «Bpara»
€CTb CBOsI 00JIb, CBOSI ITOTEPS, CBOsI TTpaB/a. M Koraa BHISICHAETCS, UTO yOuiIa
JlaHnMIIa — COBCEM JIPYTOM YEJIOBEK, « — 3TO UCTOPHS O TOM, KaK HEHABUCTh
o0opaurBaeTcs JIIOOOBbIO, MECTh — TIPOIIEHUEM, A ST, KOTOPBIA TOTOBWIIN JIJISI
Bpara, CTAHOBHTCSI CITACEHUEM JIJIsI TBOUIX.
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Ousra Ecdbumona
"YAPBI JIIObBN"

I'1aBa

IIpoJior

bBabymika Bcerna ropopuina: «Hara mo0OoBb maxHeT JaHapaMu». B nercre Bepa nymana, ato
KOMIUTMEHT. [10TOM BBIsSICHWIIA: TaHABIIN SIIOBUTHL. Kaxapiil rog B Mae 6alyIka craBuiia OyKeTHK
Ha TIOJOKOHHHUK, CMOTpeJia Ha OelTble KOJIOKOIBYMKH U YbI0aTach — TOM CaMOM TSKENION YIIBIOKOH,
T0CIe KOTOPOM XOTENIOCh CPOCUTh: «Koro Tel moxopoHuia, 6a?»

Ortser Bepa y3Hana nozgHo. CIMIIKOM MO3JHO.

Ei1 6b110 1BaiLIaTh CEMb, KOT/Ja Yachl B POAUTEIBCKOM JIOMe IPOOUIIM BOCEMb pa3, XOTs CTpesIKa
3acThUIa Ha JBeHaaaT. babymika cuziena B Kpecie, yKpbITas IUIe/IoM, ¥ iepedupaia crapsie (poto-
rpagun. Ha kaxxaoi — keHiuHa B Y€épHOM. Ha ka0l — MyK4MHa, YbE JIMIO aKKYPaTHO 3a4EPK-
HYTO YEpHUJIAMHU.

— Cwmotpu, — 6alyImka TKHyJIa CyXMM TajblieM B OfHY M3 Kaprouek. — [Ipab6abka TBos,
Arara. OrpaBmia xeHuxa. ToT nomoou npyryio. Cautaercs, 4To 3T0 ObLJIO HEYECTHO.

— Babynb, xBaTuT, — oTMaxHynack Bepa. — JIBaauars nepsbiii Bek. HUKTO HUKOrO He TpaBUT.

— A BoOT e€ 104b, MOsI TETKA, — OalyIIKa He CiylIaja, rnepekaagpBaia ¢gpororpadun, Kak
KapThl B MacksiHCE, — OTpaBUiIa Myka. bui e€. Toxe, 3Haelp, He MoAApoK. A MOl poiHas CecTpa,
L{yns, yroctua moOOBHMKA HACTOMKON Ha BUITHEBBIX KOCTOYKaxX. XoTena, 4To0sl He yxoaul. [lepe-
cTapasack.

Bepa B3sisa 6a0yIKuHy Yaliky ¢ poOMaIkoi, OTIHIIA ITI0TOK. Yail OCTBUT M OTAaBaJl TOPEYbIo.

— Tl k uemy 310?

— K Tomy, neBouka, — Galyika mogHsia Ha He€ I71a3a, BHIIBETIINE, HO IIENIKUe, KaK phi0o-
JIOBHBIE KPIOUKHM, — YTO JIIOOOBD B Halllel cembe — 370 sii1. Y mpotuBosiaue. OnHo 6e3 Apyroro He
pabotaer. Eciu nomoouiiis no-HactosimeMy — Oy/lb FOTOBa XOPOHUTb.

Bepa 3acmesnace. Torna oHa eneé ymena CMeAThCs JIETKO, HE OITIAAbIBASCE.

— A 1817 ThI KOTO OTpaBmiia’?

Bbabymika nomonyana. [Jonro. Tak, 4To B KOMHATE CTAJIO CIBIIIHO, KAK TUKAIOT 4achl — XOTS
OHU CJIOMAJIUCh €ILE B IEBAHOCTO IIEPBOM.

— 1 He ycnena, — ckazasia 6abymika. — OH cam ymep. Ot pa3peiBa cepaua. [Ipeacrasnsers?
Ot mo6Bu. Ko mHe.

U ynpi6Hynace. Toii caMoi yabIOKOH.

Bepa torna He npupana 3HaueHus. OHa BooOIIe He MpuaaBajia 3HAUYeHUs] CTPaHHBIM OalyIi-
KMHBIM cKaskaM. [Totomy uto y He€ Obu1 Januni. JJaHuui, KOTopblid ax KOpULIEH U TUHOTpadCcKoit
KPacKoM, KOTOPbIN pUCOBaJI Ha CalI(PETKaxX €€ MOPTPETHI, KOTOPBIM YMEJI LIENTATh HA YXO TAKKE CJIOBA,
OT KOTOPBIX IUIABWJIUCh KOCTH.

Ona cobupanack coexarb ¢ HUM. [lomasbiie OT ceMeHHOro 0COOHSIKA, OT JIONTOB, OT HABSI3UH-
BOUM MaTepy U OT IOMOJIBKH C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOI'o Aaxe He BUJEIa BXUBYI0. YenoBekoM o pamu-
i Kopcakos.

— IloaroroBbre JOKYMEHTHI, — CKa3aJjl TOT YEJIOBEK 110 TesiepoHy Marepu. Bepa ciblinana 3Tor
pasroBop U3 Kopuaopa. ['onoc ObUT IeasHOM, Kak Haslep Ha mpoBojax. — CBaapda uepe3 Mecsil.

Oma Torna 3acmesiack cHoBa. Mianot. OHa yxke 3aHsTa. OHa JIoOUT.

A 4epe3 Tpu 1HA Mactepekas JlaHunia cropena.
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IMoxapHubie ckazamu — 3aMbikanue. Cocenu roBopuin — ra3. A Bepa cmotpena Ha 0OyriieH-
HBIE CTEHBI, HA PyXHYBIIIKE MIEPEKPHITHS U HA TO, KaK YEPHBIN TIeTeNT oceiaeT Ha e€ Oesioe IiaThe —
TO caMoe, B KOTOPOM OHa coOupasiach 6exkaTh Ha BOK3aJL.

Ona He Tutakana. OHa cxajia KyJlakd Tak, YTO HOI'TH BITWJIMCH B JiaJioHu. I BcromHMIa 6a0y1iI-
KUHBI (poTorpacpuu.

Brosa. VibiOka.

VY He€ He ObUIO HACTOMKM Ha BUITHEBBIX KOCTOUKAX. He ObLIO cTONETHEro perenta «YiblOKu
BJIOBBbI». HO OBLT cTaphlil JOM, MOJHBIN MBUTHHBIX KHUT, U ObUT JHEBHUK MpadaOKu Arathl, TJie Ha
TPUALIATH CEIbMOM CTPAHUIIEe 3HAYMIIOC:

«Bosbmu koperv 6oauzonosa, yeenvl AAHOLIUA U MPU KANAU MO20, 420 mebe Hcanvue 8cezo.
Cmewati 8 aynnyio Hous. Hanou mozo, kmo pazoun meoé cepoue. H e 630ymaii 211006umo e2o 8 omeem
— UHaue NPOMUBOAOUEM CIAHEULb NMbl CAMA» .

Bepa nepeunrasa 3ty 3anuch ceMHaaarh pa3. [lorom 3aKpbuia THEBHUK U TIOCMOTpPEJIa B OKHO.

Ha nopnokonnuke crosum nanapim. baOymkunsl. SnoBuTse.

— 3apaBcTBYH, )XeHHMX, — cKka3ajia Bepa B mycrory. — {1 cornacHa.

3a okHOM OmM yacel. Bocems pa3.

XoTs Ha caMoM JieJie ObUIA TOJTBKO TIOJIHOYb.

— Ho He Ha cBagp0y. Ha moxopoHsi.



O. Edumona. «"YAPDI JIIOGBU"»

I'naBa 1. Copok nHen

Bepa npocHynack OT TOro, 4YTo B KOMHATe MaxJjio AbIMOM.

70 OBUT HE TIOJKAP — MPOCTO COCE] Ha ITAXKE PEIIHJI TIOKAPUTh PhIOy HAa CKOBOPOZKE, U 3amax
IIPOCOUYMJICS] CKBO3b HEIUIOTHO 3aKphITylo aBepb. Ho misa Bepsl aToT 3amax cran tpurrepom. OHa
ceJla Ha KpOBAaTH, MpHKajia KOJIEHU K IPyIH U 3aMepiia, 0)Ku/asi, Korua npoiaer BojaHa ToHoThH. He
npouuto. OHa Tak U cujielia, paCKauuBasich, OKA MITOPbl HE HAYAIM CBETJIETh OT PACCBETA.

UYetblpe aHA. YeTspe JHSA ¢ TeX MOp, Kak cropejia Mactepckas. UYersipe JHs, KaK OHa CTOUT
Ha OaJIKOHE B TPU Yaca HOYM M CMOTPUT Ha 3BE3/bl, KOTOPBIX B IOpOJie MOYTH HE BUIHO. YeTbipe
IHs, Kak e€ TeneoH Momyut. He moToMy, 4To HUKTO HE 3BOHUT — 3BOHAT. MaTb, COCITYKUBLbI,
y4acTKOBbII. HO HY)XHBI 4elioBeK HUKOTrJa OOJblle He TIO3BOHUT. JJaHnmIT 3a0I0KMPOBAaH HABEYHO B
e€ CIMCKe KOHTAKTOB, U €ro aBaTapKa — YJIBIOAIOIIHMIACS, C IOXMATON YEIKON — OYJET CTOSITh TaM JI0
TeX 1op, noka Bepa He pemmrcs ygamuts. OHa He pemutcs. OHa BooOIIe Tenepb HUUero He MorJia
peumTth. [Jaxke BCTaTh ¢ KpoBaTu.

BanHas KOMHaTa BCTpeTuia e€ 3epKajloM, MOJHBIM TPEIMH — eIl MPOLUIOTOAHUI PEMOHT
TSAHYJIA, TaK U He A0TsAHYJIa. CKBO3b TPEIMHBI €€ JIMLIO pacnaJajoch Ha TPU YacTu: 1J1a3a, HOC, POT.
Tpu Bepsl, kaxaas cama no cede. OnHa xotena ymeperb. Bropas — youts. TpeTbst — mpocTo j1eub
Y HUKOTJ]a HE OTKPBIBATh IJ1a3.

OHa ymbLIach JIeISTHOM BOJIOH, XOTSI KpaHbl padoTanu HopMmaibHO. [IpocTo Xomon momoran
nymatb. Boaa crekasa mo 1mee 3a BOPOTHHK (hbyTOONKHM, M 3TO HanmomuHaio ciné3sl. Ho Bepa ne
riakasia. OHa nepecTasa IJlakaTh BYepa yTpoM, KOIZa MOHsIA, YTO CJIE3bl He MpUHOCAT [aHunia
oOparHo. CNE3bI TONMBKO Pa3beNaloT KOXKY M OCTABJISIOT KpacHbIE MATHA.

Tenedon 3aBuOpupoBai Ha TymMOouke. Bepa He XoTena cMOTpeTh, HO pyKa MOTAHYJIACh caMa
— Kak 3a HUKOTUHOM. Marb.

«Bepa, cezo0us 6 wecmo y mebs ecmpeua ¢ Kopcakosvim. He cmeii onazovieams. M odenvcs
NPUAUMHO, He 8 MU C8OU CEUMepPa»

Bepa npounraina coodmmenue apaxapl. [lorom nepeuntana eme pas, BCAYIIMBAsCh B CIOBA, KAK
Oy[ITO OHM MOIVIM U3MEHHUTh CMbICI OT noBTopeHusl. He uamenmu. Kopcakos. YenoBek, KOTOPOro
MaTh MPOYUT il B Myxkbs. YesoBek, ubé auio Bepa Buaena Toabko Ha ¢otorpadusix B AENOBBIX
XKypHaJIax: OCTpbIE CKYJIBI, XOJIOIHbIE 7132, HUKAKOH YJIBIOKH. YenoBeK, y KOTOPOro XBaTHJIO Harlio-
CTH COITIACUTBCS Ha 3TOT (papc, nmoka oHa, Bepa, xopoHuna Janunna.

Xoponuna. OHa Jjake He CMOIJIa IOXOPOHUTb €ro MO-4e0BEYeCKH — TeJlo He Hauuii. Kpe-
Manus. Mponus cyapObl: Mactepckas cropena, JJaHuuin cropes, v nenea cMenlascs ¢ MerjoM ero
kaptuH. OHa cTosyia y 3JaHusl B TOT J€Hb U JyMajia: BOT OH, YacTh €ro, JIETUT cefiuac B BO3JyXe,
oceJaeT Ha e€ BoJlocax, Ha Iuledax. Hukora panslie oHa He Obl1a Tak OJM3Ka K HEMY M OJIHOBpe-
MEHHO TaK JaJIeKO.

— 41 cornmacHa, — cka3zayia Bepa Bciyx cBoeMy OTpaskeHHIO B TpeCHyToM 3epkajie. — Ho He
Ha CBabOYy.

Omna HaGpasia oTBeT Matepu: «byody».

OpHoro cnosa. Llenblii Mup pyxHyiI.

Bcerpeua Obuta Ha3HaueHa B pectopaHe «CeBep», TOM CaMoM, Tjie TOJIAI0T MeperesioB B BUHHOM
coyce U r1ie o(prLMaHThl HOCAT OeJble nepuaTky. Bepa HeHaBuaena 310 MecTo. JJaHUMIT TOOWIT ALY
B UTAJIbSIHCKOM 3a0erajioBke Ha TBEpCKOI, Ile Ha CTeHaX BUCEH MOCTephl ¢ YeneHTaHo U Ij1e MOKHO
OBLJIO I'PBI3Th MUY PyKaMH, He O0SICh YPOHUTh BUJIKY.

Ona npuexaia 3a JecsiTb MUHYT 10 Ha3HaueHHOro BpeMeHu. HamepenHo. UToOs! He naTh eMy
NOBOJZIa CKa3aTh: «Bel ono3nanu». Xots kakas pasHuna? Takue moau, kak Kopcakos, Bcerga HaiiayT,
YTO cKa3arh. VX rojoca cKoib3Kue, Kak JEN, U TaKKE Ke XOJIOIHBIE.
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Bepa BeiOpana miatbe — 4YEpHOE, CTPOroe, C BHICOKUM BOPOTOM. MaTh cka3zayia Obl «ITpH-
JIMYHO», HO MaTh HE 3HaJIa, 4TO MOJ 3TUM IIJIaTheM Ha JIEBOM IpeAdrvieube y Bepsl TarynpoBka —
NTULA, KOTOPYIO HaOwi1 [laHUMI cOOCTBEHHOPYYHO, KOTJa OHK 002 OBLTH MbsIHBI M cYacTIMBbL. HUKTO
HE JOJIKEH €€ YBUJIETh.

B pecropane urpana ckpunka. Kusas. B yrity cuzena noxuiias rnapa, OHU JEPKaJIUCh 32 PYKH
Y HE 3aMevalli HUKOro BOKpyr. Bepa 3ajep:xana Ha HUX B3[JIsA] 1OJIbIIIE, YeM ciieaoBaio. OHa cMOT-
pena, Kak MyKYMHa IJIaJUT OOJIBIIMM MAJIbIIEM ThUIBHYIO CTOPOHY JIAJIOHH KEeHbI, U BHYTPH YTO-TO
obopBasiock. [laHumi nenait Tak ske. OH Ha3bIBaJl 9TO «3a3eMJICHUEM»: KOT/Ia )KU3Hb CIIMIITKOM OBICT-
pasi, Hy’KHO 3aMeJUIMThCS JO KacaHus.

— Bepa CepebpoBa? — pa3aanoch 3a CIIUHOM.

Omna o6epHy1ach.

Anexceit KopcakoB okazascs Bbiie, 4eM Ha ¢oto. 1 monoxe. Emy Obi10 Tpuanars asa, HO
BBITJISIZIEI OH Ha BCE COPOK — HE M3-32 MOPIIHH, MX ITOYTH He ObLJIO, a U3-3a B3MIAaa. Tak cMOTpSAT
JIO[IY, KOTOPBIE BUJEJIH CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO JIepbMa U Hay4WIuCh He pearnpoBaTh. Cepele 1J1a3a, No4YTu
[IpO3payuHble, Kak BoJa B TOPHOM py4be. Bosiockl TEMHbIE, HO Ha CBETY OTAABAJIM CEJUHOI Ha BUCKaX
— WJIM el IPOCTO MOKAa3aJoCh.

— Cagurech, — cKa3aJl OH, He JOKU/1AsCh OTBETA, U CEJl CaM.

On He nopan ef cryn. He yneiOnyscs. He cripocwit, kak nena. IIpocto cenn HarpoTHB, TOOKKIT
Ha CTOJI KOHBEPT U3 IJIOTHOM Oymaru u ycraBuiicsi Ha Bepy Tak, Oyaro ckanupoai. OHa BblIepkasa
B3I, OHa HayuuIach BbIAEPKUBATh B3MVIsIbI €1IE B AETCTBE, KOrJa OTell e, U COCEKU CMOT-
pen Ha HEE C KAJOCTBIO.

— BbI 3HaeTe, 3a4eM MblI 3/1eCh? — CIpocuil AJieKcei.

— HoraapiBarochk, — otBeTriIa Bepa. ['ooc nmpo3Byyasl poBHO, XOTSI BHYTPY BCE APOKAIO. —
Mos MaTh 10JIKHA BaM JCHBIH.

— HomkHa, — KUBHYJ Ajiekceil. — TouHee, JOMKHA MOE KOMIIAaHUU. A MOsI KOMITAaHUSI Ceu-
yac IMpOXOIUT MPOLENYpY CIUSHUS, U MHE HYKHO BBIIJISIIETh CEMbSIHUHOM. Tak Ipolie nonyyarb
KPEIUTHI, TaK IMPOIIe JOrOBAPUBATLCS C MAPTHEPAMU M3 KOHCEPBATHBHBIX CTpaH. Bbl — yn0OHBIIHI
BapUaHT.

Bepa mopruyna. OHa oxujaia 4ero yrogqHo: yrpos, IaHTaxa, Aaxke HaMEKOB Ha POMAHTHKY.
Ho 4to06b1 BOT Tak MpsAMO — «yHAOOHbIH BapuaHT»? DTO ObUIO axke OCKOpOUTESIbHEE, YeM, €CITH Obl
OH ITPUILEI C [IBETAMHU.

— A eciM 51 OTKaXychb? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA, XOTsl YK€ 3HaJla OTBET.

— Torna Bama Mathb notepsieT 1oM. OcoOHsIK Balei 6aOyIIKH, TOT CAMbIiA, C YaCaMH, KOTOPbIS
HE XOHAT, MOMAET ¢ MooTKa. Barma 6alyiika okaxercst Ha yauie. Bel aToro xorure?

OH roBopuUJI CIIOKOMHO, Jake JICHUBO, Kak OyATO 00cykaai roroxy. M 3o criokoiicTBre Oecrio
Bepy Oosnbiire Bcero. OHa cxaia Kpaid CTojia Tak, 4To MoOeser KOCTSIIKH.

— BuiI 3Haere, 4TO HEAABHO yMep MO KeHUX? — CIIpOCHIIa OHA.

AJiekceil Ha CeKyH/1y 3aep:xai B3risad. JIuo He 1poraysio.

— Yurau B HOoBOCTsX. [Toxkap B Mactepckoii. CouyBCTBYIO.

— He noxoxe.

— 4 m1oxo BeIpakaio SMOLMU. DTO HE 3HAYUT, YTO 51 UX HE UCIIBITHIBAIO.

Bepa xotena 3acmesitbest eMy B siniio. CouyBcTByeT. UenoBek, KOTOPbI 3aKa3asl 3TOT Moxap (a
oHa OblIa TIOUTH YBEpEeHa, YTO OH), CMEET FOBOPUTH O couyBcTBHU. Ho oHa caepikarnace. Caepikanach,
MOTOMY 4YTO BCIOMHMIIA 0aOymKuH JHeBHHUK. KopeHb Oomuromnosa. LIBersl nanmpima. Tpu Karm
TOI'0, YEro kajbye BCEro.

— Xoporo, — cka3ana Bepa. — /I cornacha.

AJekceit pUIOAHST OPOBb — €AMHCTBEHHOE JIBUKEHUE, KOTOPOE BBIAAJIO €r0 YAWBIICHHE.

— Tak OpicTpo? $1 paccuuThIBa Ha HEJEIIO YTOBOPOB.
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— 3auem TsAHYTh? — Bepa HaTsHyJ1a Ha JIMIIO MacKy MOKOPHOCTU. — Bbl ipaBel. Mos cembst
nomkHa. Jlom mopor. baOyika gopoxe. S Beiiiy 3a Bac 3amyxk. Ho ecth ycimoBus.

— Kakue?

— Bo-niepBbiX, MBI He XMBEM BMeCTe JI0 CBaJbObl. BO-BTOpHIX, s Mpogomkao padorars. B-
TPEThUX, Bbl HE BMEIIMBAETECH B MO OTHOILEHUS C MaTepbio. B-ueTBEPTHIX, Mbl HE IPUTBOPSIEMCS
BMOONEHHBIMH. HUKaKKX 1oliesryeB Ha MyOlInKy, HUKaKUX AepKaHWi 3a pyKy. [IeoBOi KOHTPAKT 1
HHUYEro OOJIbIIe.

Anekcelt cymai, moArnepeB noadopoaok pykoit. Korma oHa 3akoHUMIIA, OH OTKPBUT KOHBEPT,
JOCTaJl OTTyA JUCT OyMaru v MOABUHYJ K HEW.

— 41 yxe nogrorosui foroBop. ITyHKTHI O1MH, 1Ba U TpU — OK. YeTBEPTHIN MPUIETCS CKOP-
peKTUpOBaTh: Mapa (ortorpadguil Ajs Mpeccsl, OAHO UHTEPBBIO, I1IE Bbl pacCKax)eTe, Kak Mbl CYACT-
muBbl. HuKakux mnorenyes, HO Aepxkarbes 3a pyku npunércs. U ynsidarscsi. Bel ymeere ynabioarbesi?

Bepa e orBetna.

Oma B3s11a pyuKy, npooOexkania ria3amMy JI0roBop (MeNKuid mpudT, opuaudeckiue Gopmyiu-
POBKM, OT KOTOPBIX KJIOHWJIO B COH) U MOCTaBmIa NoAnuch. CBOIO MOAMUCH, Ty caMylo, KOTOPOH MOJ-
nceiBasia yeprexku. CTpaHHO: YepTeky OHa CO3/1aBasia IoMa, a TeTieph MOANKUChIBaIa ceOe IPUTOBOpP.

— TMo3ppasnsio, — ckazan Anekcei, 3a6upasi 1oroBop. — Bbl Terieps HeBecTa.

— Tlo3gpasisio, — orBetwiia Bepa, BctaBast. — Bbl Tenepp kKeHUX.

OHa pa3BepHyJach U noiiia K Beixoay. CriuHOM 4yBCTBOBaJIA €ro B3IJISI — TSKEJIbIN, U3yda-
oI, Kak peHTreH. OHa He oOepHynach. M TOMBKO KOIjIa OKa3ajiach Ha YJIWIle, BIOXHYJIA TIOJTHON
IPYIbI0 IPOMO3IVIbI OCEHHUM BO3JYyX M MOHSJIA, YTO €€ Majblbl BCE €HI€ CKUMAIOT CyMOUKY Tak
CWJIBHO, YTO KOKaHbI€ PEMEIIKH BIIUBAIOTCS B JI/IOHb.

— TbI yTO TBOPHUILIB? — pa3/aics rojoC U3 MALIMHBL, IPUIIAPKOBAHHOM Y TPOTYyapa.

Bepa nognsina ronoBy. M3 okHa craporo «gopaa» BeIsAAbBaIA e€ nogpyra Hacts — peikas,
BECHyIIIYaTasi, €IMHCTBEHHbII YeIOBEK, KOTOPBII 3HaJ Ipo IuiaH Bepel. He Bech I1aH, KOHEYHO.
Hacrs 3nana tonbko, uto Bepa cobupaetcs BoiiiTi 32 KopcakoBa, uto6s! criactu fom. [1po nHeBHUK
u 51 Hacts He 3Hana Huvero. U He nomkHa Obuia.

— Tol MeHs Hamyrasia, — BbIIOXHYJIa Bepa, OTKpbiBast ABEp»b U Najiast Ha MacCaXMpCKOe CHUie-
Hbe. — Kax Tl 31€Ch?

— Crepuna 3a To601. Mathb ckasaia, 4to y TeOs BcTpeda ¢ 9TuM... — Hacta He momoOpana
CJIOBA, BMECTO 3TOT0 MPOCTO CIUIIOHY/Ia B OKHO. — Thl 4TO, peasnbHO noxanucaina? Bepa, Tel ¢ yma
comua?

— V¥ MeHs He ObUIO BBIOODA.

— Bwi6op Bcerna ectb. MoxHo nipoaath goM. Caath ero B apeHay. B3ste Kpeaur B Ipyrom
Oanke. la XOTh Ha TPUHTO BBINTH, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB!

— Hacrsa, — Bepa noBepHyiach K mofpyre, 1 B e€ ria3zax ObLJIO YTO-TO Takoe, OT yero Hacrs
3aMoJIyaa Ha nonycnose. — {1 3Hatw, uyto genaw. [Toseps MHe. [IpocTo noseps.

Hacrs xotena Bo3pasuts, Ho nepeaymaia. OHa 3Hasa Bepy necsts sieT, ¢ mepBoro Kypca apxu-
TEKTypHOro. 3HaJa, 4To, Koraa Bepa tak cMoTpur, cioputh 6ecrone3Ho. MoxkHO TOJBKO MOI0XKIATh
Y TIOATUPATh NOCNIE/ICTBUS.

— Jlagno, — Hacrs 3aBena neurarens. — Kyna egem?

— K 6abymike.

Hopora 10 ocoOHsIKa 3aHsila COPOK MHHYT. 1 'Opoj KOHYMJICS, HAYaJIUCh TOJIs, TOTOM Jec,
notoMm cHoBa mnoJs. JJom CepeOpoBBIX CTOSUT HA OTHIMOE, OKPYXKEHHBIN CTAphIMH JIUTIAMH, KOTO-
pble TOMHWIIM elng npanena. Bepa mobmia 3To MecTo, XOTs MHOTHE HaXOAWIH ero MpadyabiM. Oco-
OEHHO Yachl B TOCTUHON — HAIOJIbHBIE, TyOOBBIE, C MAATHIUKOM, KOTOPBIN KOTJa-TO IaBHO TepecTal
KavaTbcs. BaOyinka yTBepkaana, 4To 4achl OCTAHOBHIIMCH B TOT MOMEHT, Korja ymep zen. Bepa B
3TO HE BepuJjia, HO IPOBEPUTDb HE pelliasiach: BAPYT MpaBaa’?
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BalOymika BcTpetriia ux Ha Kpbuibile. OHa OblJIa MaJIeHBKOM, CYyXOM, KaK MPOILJIOrOHUN JIUCT,
HO JIeprKajiach MpsiMO, CJIOBHO BHYTPH He€ ObUT CTaIbHOM cTepikeHb. [ 71a3a — BBIIBETINNE, HO 30pKHUE
— Cpa3y ycTaBWINCh Ha Bepy.

— Toamucana? — cnpocuia 6adyIka BMECTO MPUBETCTBUS.

— Orxkyna Bel... — Havana Bepa, Ho 6a0yiika nepedua.

— 4 Bce 3nat0. 3axonute. Yaid muTh.

Hacts ocranach B MammHe — yMHMIIA, YyBCTBOBaJIa, KOTJla €€ NMPUCYTCTBUE JvIlHee. Bepa
MpoIUIa B JIOM, U 3HAKOMBIH 3arax HAKPbUI € C TOJIOBOM: CYIIEHbIE TPaBhl, CTAphle KHUTH, BOCK OT
cBeveid. baOyika 3axria JaMIty, XOTsI Ha ynuiie ObLIO eIIé CBETI0, U JKeCTOM yKa3ajia Ha CTYIL.

— Caguce. PacckasbiBaii.

— Uro pacckasbiBath? — Bepa oryctuiach Ha CKpUITy4YHid CTyll. — f moamnmcana KOHTPAaKT.
UYepes mecsir cBaapOa. Math cuactiiBa. KopcakoB MONyUYUT CBOW «yIOOHBINA BApUAHT> .

— A TBI?

— A s, — Bepa nomosuana, — s Oyay aenaTh TO, 9TO JOJIKHA.

Babymika nocraBuia repes Hel yaiiky ¢ MATHBIM yaeM. Cama cella HapOTHUB, TIOJIOKUIIA PYKH
Ha cTos1. TOHKUMe mablipbl, y3JI0BaThle CYCTaBbl, Ha OE3BIMSIHHOM — KOJIBLIO, KOTOPOE OHA HE CHUMAJIa
MATHICCAT JIET.

— ThI HamIa JHEBHUK ? — cripocuiia 6adymika.

Bepa nonepxHysace 4yaeMm.

— Yro?

— JlneBHUK nipadadku Aratel. TOT, Ha TpUALIATH cepMOM cTpaHulie. He nenait Buj, 4to He
3Haelllb, 0 4éM s1. Thl B3sj1a ero U3 KoMojAa B MOel crniajibHe Tpu AHs Hazal. S BcE€ Buky, Bepka. ¥V
MEHS He I71a3a, a JIOKaTopBbl.

Bepa onycruna 3. [1anbisl caMmu Hayaau KpyTUTh Kpail YalllkHu.

— $1 He cobuparock... — Havajia OHa, HO 6adyIKa CHOBA Mepedua.

— To1 cobupaenibcst ero youts. 51 mpasa?

TurmuHa. B rOCTUHON CTasio CIIBIIIHO, KaK 32 OKHOM IIIYpIIAT JIUCThS U TJe-TO BAAJIEKe JlaeT
coOaka. Bepa momuana. OHa He MorJia ckaszath «a». Ho He Moria cka3aTh U «HET».

— TMocMotpu Ha MeHs1, — GalyIKa B3si1a e€ 3a MogdopoIoK, mpunoaHsia. — [locmorpu. A
3HAIO, YTO THI UyBCTBYeIllb. §l cama Obli1a Ha TBOEM MECTe MSTHACCAT JIET Ha3a]l.

— Bri? — Bepa He Bepusia. — Bbl roBopuid, 4To HE yCHENH.

— He ycniena, — 6a0ymika yopana pyky. — [lotomy uTo nepegaymaia. A nepeaymana, OTOMY
YTO MOHSJIAa: MECTh — 3TO He TIPO Hero. Mectb — 370 1ipo T1eds1. Th Iymaeriis, uto yobéib KopcakoBa
— u lanumn oxusér? Her. Tol mymaemnb, yto TeOe cranet jerye? Toxe Het. TeOe craner xyxe.
[ToTomy UTO THI CTaHelb yOUNIIEH. A OH OCTAHETCSI MEPTBBIM.

— bBa, s He mory nipoctuth, — rosnioc Bepsl nporayin. — O yown [lanunna. f yBepeHa.

— To1 yBepena? Wi tebe Tak mporie?

Bepa nognsna raza. BaOyiika cMoTperna Ha He€ ¢ KaJlocThio, HO Oe3 ocysxkaeHus. C KaJoCThio
Y KaKOW-TO CTPaHHOM TOPIOCTHIO, Kak OyATO y3HaBasia ceOst MOJIOAYIO B 3TOW CUASAIIEH Tepea He
AEBYIIIKE C TOPSIIMMHU IJ1a3aMH.

— JIHeBHUK He HACTOWKa, — THXO CcKa3ajia 6adymka. — J{[HeBHUK — mipenyripeskaeHue. Kax-
Jasi KeHIIIMHA B HAIlIEeM POy JyMaJia, 4To YOUBAeT paayl CIpaBesIMBOCTH. A yOMBasia OT OecCHIs.
Tol cunbHee, Bepa. Tol apxutektop. Tel cTpouiiie JoMa, a He pa3pyiuaeis. He craHOBUCH Takoi, Kak
OHH.

— A dro, eciu yxe no3aHo? — crpocuia Bepa. — Yo, eciu 51 yxe crana?

Babymika He orBerrina. OHa BeTana, MOJOILIA K Yyacam, MpoBesia PyKOM Mo CTeKTy. MasiTHUK
kaunyicsa. Oqun pa3. Ene 3ametHo. Bepa 3amepna. Yacel He padotaiu msaThaecar jieT. He mormm
KAYHYThCHI.
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— Huxorga He mo3aHo, — ckazana 6adymika, He oOopaurBasck. — [loka Thl KUBa, BCeraa
ecTb BbIOOp. [laxe ecnu Thl y)Xe HACTyNuiIa Ha Kpail mporacTd. [laske eciam ofHa HOra B BO3IYyXe.
Bri6op ectb Bceraa.

Ona noBepHyJack. B e€ mazax 61ecHyJI0 YTO-TO BIaXHOE.

— Ho ecnm ThI BCE-Taku pelvIb UATH O KOHIIA, sl He CTaHy TeOsl OCTaHaBIMBaTh. TOJIBKO
3aIMOMHU: «TPH KaIlJIM TOTO, Yero xkajibue Bcero» — 31o He JeHbru. He nom. He mamsth. 10 TBOSA
coOCTBeHHas! KU3Hb. ThI )KEPTBYEIIb TEM, YETo Kajlbye BCero, KOraa roroBa yMepeTb BMECTe C HHM.

Bepa Bcrasia. Yarka ¢ vaem ocTbuIa, M Ha IOBEPXHOCTH MOSIBUIIACH TOHKAs TUI€HKa. OHa cMOT-
pena Ha Heé u qymMaina: «5 He 6otock ymepeTb. S 60r0ch 3a0bITh JlaHnuIa».

— 4 nonsa, 6a, — ckazaia oHa. — Cracu0o.

Oma BbITIUIA HA KPbUTBIIO. HacTs BCE ele cuaena B MallimHe, HO YK€ He BOIMTEIbCKOM KpecJe
— Ha KarloTe, C CUTapeToi B 3y0ax.

— Hy dro0, cTapyxa HacTaBuIa Ha MyTh UCTUHHBIN? — cripocuia Hacrs.

— HacraBuna, — Bepa B3si1a y HEE curapery, 3aTsHyJIach, XOTS HE KypuJia yKe Tpy roja. —
Ho He Ha TOT, KOTOpBIi1 BB AyMaeTe.

Oma cena B MaIlMHy, 3aKpblia I71a3a U MOMBITAIaCh BCOOMHUTH Jvio Januuna. OHO pacruibl-
BaJIOCh. DTO OBIJIO CaMOE CTpAIlTHOE: OHA YK€ HauMHasIa 3a0bIBaTh, KAK TOUYHO BBIVISACIH €ro Iiiasa.
3enénvie. mu ceppie? OHa moMHWIA, 4TO KpacuBble. HO OTTEHOK — yCKOJb3all.

— Hacrp, — ckazana oHa, He oTKpbIBas ma3. — OTBe3u MeHs B cTapblil LeHTp. Ha ynuiy
Bapsapky.

— 3auem?

— Hapo HaiiTu Koe-Kakue TpaBbl.

Hacrs xorena cnpocuts kakue, HO niepegymMana. OHa MpoCTO 3aBejia MOTOP M Hakasla Ha ras.
Mainna Beiexaja Ha pa3ouTyio I0pory, OCTaBIsAs 3a coOou ooako meutd. JJom CepeGpoBBIX OcTasics
no3aau. baOy1ka cTosijia Ha KpbUIblie M CMOTpeJia BCJIes, OKa CHITYIT «(opaa» He pacTasisi B Beuep-
HEW JIbIMKe.

— Beperu e€, — npomrenTana 6adymika B mycrory. M nodaBuna tuiie, mipo cedss: — Beperu
ceOs1, mypa.

B manmne Bepa otkpbuia Tenedon. Harnuia aueBHuK (oHa cotorpadpupoBaia Kaxayio cTpa-
HUILY, Ha BCSIKUY ClTy4yail) ¥ NepeynTasa pelenT B COThII pas:

«Kopenv 60nuzonosa — mpu doau. Lleemul aanoviuua — nsame nenecmxos. Booa uz poouuxa,
mexywezo Ha éocmok. Cmewams 8 Houb NOAHOAYHUSA. [[o0asumv mpu Kanau mozo, 4e2o Hcanbue
éce20. Hanoumw épaza. Cmepmu Hacmynum uepe3 copok OHell, Kaxcoblil U3 KOmopwix yoem yHOCUns
no Kanae e2o Cunbl, NOKA OH He NPEeBPAMUNICSL 8 MEHb».

Copok gueit. COpok 1IaroB 10 MPOMACTH.

Bepa yopana TenedoH 1 mocMoTpesia B OKHO. 3a CTEKJIOM MPOTUIbIBaA (DOHAPH, JTIO/IU, KU3Hb,
KOTOpasi MPOJOIKaIach, HECMOTPSI HA TO, YTO OJIMH YEJIOBEK NepecTas aplmarh. Eil XoTenoch KpHK-
HYTb BceMy 3ToMy Mupy: «OctaHoButech! Bbl He monnmaete! OH ObLT JIyullie BCeX, a Bbl Aaxe He
3aMETWIHN, KaK ero He crtayio!»

Ho mup He ocranoBUMIICS.

U ona He ocTtaHOBHUTCHA.

UYepe3 copok MUHYT OHU ObUTM Ha BapBapke. Yiuiia crapas, KpuBasi, ¢ JOMaMH, KOTOpbIE
noMHuu e MBana I'posHoro. Hacts npunapkoBasiach y JIaBKU ¢ BBIBECKOU «TpaBbl U KOPEHbSI».
BHyTpH maxsio Tak, 4yTo Kpy:KHJIach rojoBa: MsTa, 3BepOOOH, YTO-TO TOPHKOE M CJAJJKOE OJHOBpE-
MEHHO.

— JleBy1ka, BaM 4ero? — crpocuiia MpojaBIIyia — TETKA C JIMLIOM, [TOX0KUM Ha IEeYEHOe
SIOJIOKO.

— Bonuronos, — ckazana Bepa. — U nangpiim. Cyiiénsle.

TETka Moxo3pUTENILHO MPUIILY PHIIACh.
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— Bonuronos spoBuTsit, 3Haete? 1o peuienTy TOJIBKO, ¢ pa3pelieHus Bpava.

— V¥ MmeHs perent ectb, — Bepa jocTana quct 6yMar, KOTOpBIi PelyCMOTPUTEIBHO pac-
nevarayia Buepa. Ha HEM cTosiia mevaTh 4acTHOM KJIMHUKU M TIOAMUCH 3HAKOMOTO Bpaya (cracuto
Hacrunbiv cBsazsam). — Ot HeBponora. [l HapyKHOTO IPUMEHEHHU 1.

Térka n3yunna 6ymary, rmoxasa IiedamMy 1 yIia B ojacooky. BepHynach uepes nsith MUHYT
C IByMsl CBEPTKaMHU.

— CemMbcoT pyOrei.

Bepa pacruiatunace, cipsitana CBEPTKM B CYMKY Y BblILIa Ha yauiy. Cepaiie KOJOTUIOCh Tak,
YTO, Ka3aJIoCh, péOpa TpecHyT. OHa Aepkasiach CIIOKOMHO, HO BHYTPH BCE Kureso. [lepBeiii miar ce-
naH. fn B e€ pykax. OcTanoch 10KAaThCsl OTHOIYHUS.

— Bepa, — Hacr4 crosna y MaliyHbl, ONepIIUCh Ha KaroT. — Thl MEHs Myraeiib.

— He 6oiics1, — otBetniia Bepa, oTkpbiBast qBepity. — BosiTbest Oyerb moToM.

Onu noexau o6patHo. Bepa cMoTperna Ha ropojicKue OrHU, KOTOPBIE TIOCTETIEHHO racii, YCTY-
nasi MecTo TeMHoOTe rpuropoja. Yepes mecsiiy oHa craHet xeHou Ajiekces Kopcakosa. Yepes copok
IHEeN OH YMpET. A oHa? YTo craHeT ¢ Hei?

Ona He 3Hasa. U He xoTtena 3Harth.

I'maBHOEe — miaH. [1aBHOE — He COMTBCS ¢ TMyTU. A 4TO OyZIeT MOTOM — Kakasi pa3HuIa?

Koraa onn nogbexanu k e€ oMy, 4achl Ha TpUOOPHOM MaHe M TIOKa3bIBATH TTOJIOBHHY OJMH-
Hajuaroro. Bepa Bbuiesia U3 MalllMHbI, IOCTOSJIA CEKYH/Y, B/bIXasi CBIpOM OCEHHMI BO3JYX, U CKa-
3asa Hacre:

— 3aBrpa y meHs BcTpeua ¢ KopcakobiM. Dotorpadsl. HyxkHO Oyaer ynbioaTses.

— A TBI cMOXkenIb? — cripocuia Hacrs.

— Cwmory, — Bepa ynsionynace. Ho yibiOka Beiiuia Takoit, yto Hacts moéxkwiack. — 4 Terepb
MHOTI'O Y€ro CMOry.

Ona 3axJI0nHYyJ1a ABEphb U Moluia K noabe3ay. Hacra emé nonro cunena B MalivHe, Misias Ha
TEMHBIE OKHA, U yMasia: 4To K€ OHa HaTBOpWJIA, 3Ta e€ moapyra? M kem oHa craHeT, KOrja BcE
3aKOHYUTCS !

OtBera He ObLIO.

A Ha HeOe, HaJl TOPOJIOM, ME/IJIEHHO OKPYIJISLIach JIyHa.

Jlo MOJHOMYHUSI OCTaBAJIOCh MSATh JIHEN.
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I'nasa 2. IllosiHOTyHHE

Ha cnenyrommii nens Bepa npocHysach 0TTOro, 4to KTo-T0 HAaCTOMYMBO J10IOWI B 1Bepb. CTyK
ObLJT HE TPOMKHM, HO YBEPEHHBIM — TaKUM CTYyYar JIIOAU, KOTOPbIE IPUBBIKJIN, YTOOB UM OTKPBIBAJIH.
Omna HarsHysa Xajar, MOCMOTpENa B ITIa30K U BeIpyrajach. 3a ABepblo crosia e€ matb — MpuHa
CepeOpoBa, KeHIIMHA MATUACCATH TPEX JIET, KOTOpasi BHIIVIsEa HA COPOK, Besla ce0sl Ha IeCTb-
JEcAT, a JyMaJla, 4TO €d BCE elE aBaauarh IATh.

— Bepa, oTkpon, 5 3Hal0, YTO ThI JOMa, — T'OJIOC MaTeEpy 3BEHEJ, KaK HAaTAHYTasl CTpPyHa. —
TBoit 6opi cThiHeT. $1 puHecia Gopi.

Bepa orkpbuta. MpuHa Boluia, HE CHUMAas MajIbTO, NPOLLIA HA KyXHIO, TIOCTaBWJIA KaCTPIOJIO
Ha CTOJI ¥ TOJIBKO TTOTOM TO3BOJIMIIA ce0e OMISAETh JOYb C HOT /IO TOJMOBBI. B3risim Obl1 OBICTPBIM,
OLIEHMBAIOILIMM, KaK y Bpaya Ha IpUEME.

— Th1 He Beicnasiack. Y Te0s Kpyru mof ria3aMu. Tel BooOIIe emib?

— Maw, ceiivac gecsTh yTpa, — Bepa npuKpblia poT J1aIOHbIO, TOAABIAA 36BOK. — ] 0ObIYHO
3aBTpAKAl0 B ONMHHALIATH.

— Bor 1 nepexony Ha HOpMasbHBINA pexuMm. Tl Tenepb HeBecTa. Y Teds OynyT dotorpadsl,
VHTEPBbIO, TPUEMBI. Henb3s BBIIAIET KakK dy4derio.

MpuHa oTKpbUIa XOJOIWIBHMK, BBITALIWIA OTTYAA MOJKY C IMPOCPOYEHHBIM HOTYPTOM M, HE
CIipalivBasi, BRIOPOCHUJIa €ro B MyCOpHOE Besipo. Bepa cMoTpesa Ha 3T0 M YyBCTBOBAJIA IIPUBBIYHOE
pazapakeHre, KOTOpoe 3a rofibl IPEBPAaTUIIOCh U3 OCTPOTO B TYIOE, KaK 3acTapesnast 3yOHas O0Jb.

— Mawm, g cama MOTy CJIEJUTb 32 CBOUM XOJIOJWIBHUKOM.

— Mozkenb, HO He ciaeauiub. — VMpuHa 3aKkpbula ABEpLYy, OBEPHY/IACh K JoYepu. — Buepa
Thl ObUTa y KopcakoBa. PacckasbiBaii.

— Yro pacckasbiBath? BerpeTriines, oroBopuiiy, MOANUCATIA JOTOBOP.

— Horosop? — Wpuna noaxsiia 6poBs. — Kakoii gorosop?

— bpaunblii. Anekceil npetycMOTpUTENbHBIA. Bee myHKTHI mponucas, 4ToObl MOTOM He ObLIIO
CIIOpOB.

WpuHa nomopimiack, Kak OyaTo cbena TuMoH. CIIoBO «OpayHbIil JOTOBOP» SIBHO OBUIO €i He
10 BKycCy. B e€ npezcraBiieHnn 3aMykecTBO JOJKHO ObUIO OBITh POMaHTHUYHBIM, C [IBETAMH, CEpeHa-
JaMH U XOTs Obl HAMEKOM Ha J1I000Bb. TO, UTO J0Yb BHIXOAUT 32 MUJUIMOHEPA MO KOHTPAKTY, YIIEM-
JIA7I0 €€ YyBCTBO IIPEKPACHOTO.

— W 4T0 TaM 3a MyHKTHI? — CIpOCUJIA OHA, CajsICh Ha TaOypeTKy.

— Hwuuero neo6sryHoro. JKueém pazaensHo 10 cBaabobl. S padoran. OH He BMemmmBaercs. U
HUKaKUX MOLIeJTyeB Ha MyOJIMKY.

— Tlocnennee — raynocts, — orpe3ana MpuHa. — Bbl TOIKHBI BBIIVISAIETh KaK BIIOOIEHHAS
napa. MHaue, kakoi cMbIca?

— CwMpBICT B TOM, 4TOOBI THI COXpaHMJIA IOM, — POBHBIM T0JI0cOM cKasasia Bepa. — Pasge He
pazu 3Toro BCE 3aTeBAJIOCH?

Wpuna 3amomryana. OHa ycTaBuiIach B OKHO, Ha cepoe OKTOpbcKoe HeOo, 1 Bepa Bapyr 3ame-
THJIA, KaK CUJIBHO ITOCTapesia e€ MaTh 3a nociieiHue noiaroaa. He BHeIIHe — OHa MO-ITpekHEMY YKJIa-
AblBajia BOJIOCH B UAEAJIBHBIN IMy4OK U Kpacwiia ryOsl joporoil nomajaoi. Ho B mia3ax nosiBuiach
Kakasi-To 0OpeYEHHOCTb, KOTOPOM paHbIlie He ObLIO.

— Tbl HeHaBUAMIIB MeH4, Ja? — THUXo crpocuia MpuHa.

— Her, — orBetriia Bepa yectHo. OHa IeMCTBUTENBHO HE HEHaBuaena Martb. Kanena. 3mu-
nack. HoO HEHaBUCTb — CJIMIIKOM CWJIBHOE CJIOBO [UISl YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBI PAacTU €€ OfIHY I0Ce
yxoja otia. — I mpocTo He NMOHMMalo, KaK Thl MOIJIa OTJaTh MEHS YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPOIO S Jake He
3HAIO.
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— A dr0 g momkHa Obita cienatb? — VpruHa pe3ko moBepHysiack. [1a3a e€ Onecrenu. —
[ovwiTy Ha yuiry ? OTaaTh 1I0M, B KOTOPOM KUJIH YeThIpe TiokojieHust? TBost 6adyiika ymepiia Obl Tam,
niof1 3a60pom. Trl Obl ymMepiia Tam. Vv THI lyMaeliib, 9T0 apXUTEKTOP C TPEXJIeTHEW JOYKOM JIeTKO
HaiAET padoty B Apyrom ropone? Mol Ob1 iponanu, Bepa. Bee nponam. A KopcakoB — 370 1maHc.

— IManc Ha yto0?

— Ha xwu3nap. Ha HOpMasbHyI0 sk13Hb. be3 nonros, 63 KpeauToB, 0e3 BEUHBIX 3BOHKOB KOJI-
nektopoB. Tel Mosonast, KpacuBas. OH He CTapblid, He YPOIJIUBHIA. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MOIJIO OBITh
XyKe.

Bepa xotena ckazarh, YTO XyXe — 3TO KOIJa YeJOBeKa, KOTOPOTO Thl JIOOUIIb, CKUTAIOT
3aKMBO B COOCTBEHHOW MacTepcKom. A BcE octajbHOe — Tak, Mesioud. Ho oHa He ckazana. OnHa
TIOJIONIIA K MaTepu, OOHsIa €€ 3a TUIeUH U IMOYyBCTBOBAJA, KaK Ta B3AporHyna. MpuHa He MpuBbIKIIa
K 00bATHSIM. OHU BOOOIIE B UX CEMbE HE MPUBBIKJIM K HEKHOCTH — OOXOIMIIMCH JIeJIaMH, CIIOBAMH,
3a00TaM¥, HO HE KAaCAHUSIMHU.

— Bc€ Oyner xoporno, mam, — ckaszasia Bepa. — TblI He BOTHYMCH.

— Tsl mpocTu MeHs1, — niponienTaia MprHa, U B 3TOM IIENOTE OBLIO CTONBKO O0mu, uTo Bepa
Ha ceKyHIy 3a0buia 0 Mectu. — [IpocTH, 4TO 51 HE CMOTJIa Mo-/IPYyromy.

— IIpommaro.

Onu nocrosiimm Tak MuHyTy. [Torom MprHa BeiTepria 11a3a, NolpaBuia IMy4oK U cKaszaja Jeso-
BbIM TOHOM:

— B cy6060Tty y Bac ¢ KopcakoBeim potoceccust. B oquaHaauats yrpa B mapke «COKOBHUKI».
[Tpuxonu B O0OPIOBOM ILIaThe, TO, KOTOpOE 5 TeOe Kymnuia Ha TPOIUION HeJlele.

— 41 He 6yny HageBaTh OOPIOBOE TIATHE.

— Hapnenens. OHo nopuépkuaet urypy. M Bosocsl pacimycTi.

— Mawm.

— He criopb. D10 He 51 mpuIyMaa, 3T0 ero nuap-MeHekep. XoTAT co3aaTh 00pa3 HEKHOU U
JKEHCTBEHHOU HeBeCThl. Thl B JUKMHCAX U CBUTEpE Oy/Ielllb BHIITISAAETb KaK MOIPOCTOK.

Bepa B3noxnyna. bopnoBoe miarse. [Tuap-menemxep. ®otoceccus B napke. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIA
ce0s1 aKTPUCOH, KOTOPOH HaBsI3aIM POJib B JEIIEBOM cepraie. Ho akTpuca XoTs Obl MOTy4aeT ToOHO-
pap. A oHa moyJaeT MpaBo COXPAHUTH JIOM, IJie KUBET Oadymika. M mpaBo Ha MeCTb.

— Xoporrio, — ckazaja oHa. — BoprnoBoe Tak 6opaoBoe.

WpuHa ymna yepes moiyaca, OCTABUB HA CTOJIE KACTPIOMIO OOpINa M CIMCOK JIeNl HA HeJelTo.
Bepa BriOpocHiia CliCOK B MyCOpPHOE Be/Ipo (Tyza ke, KyJa MaTh BBIKMHYJIA WOTYPT), a KacTPIOJIO
yOpasia B XONMOAWIBHUK. Bopi Obl1 BKycHbIM. VprHa ymena roToBUTh — 3TO Y HE€ MOIydyasioch
JIy4lle, YeM pacTUTh J0Yb.

Ocragmuchk oiHa, Bepa nocrana u3 mkada cBEpTkH ¢ TpaBamu. KopeHs 001MrosnoBa BhINIICI
Kak OOBIYHBIE CYIIEHBIE KOPEIIKH: CepoBaThie, MOPUIMHUCTHIE, Oe3 3amaxa. OHa OXuJaia 4ero-To
OoJiee 3710BEeIIero — MOKET ObITh, YEPHOTO 1IBETA WIIH ¢ KaruisiMu Kpoeu. Ho HeT. OObIYHBIE KOPHH.
Ecnu Obl OHa MOIokKiIa MX HAa KYXOHHBIN CTOJI, HUKTO OBl HEe 0OpaTHl BHUMAHUSI.

LIBeTsl nanapiia ObuTH KpacuBee. [Jaxe CymEHble, OHU COXPAHMITN (POPMY KPOIIIEUHBIX OebIX
KOJIOKOJIBUMKOB, TIOXOXKHUX Ha (papdopoBsie ykparieHus. Bepa nogHecna ux K HOCy — 3amax e/iBa
YIOBUMBIH, CIAJKOBaThlid, HEMHOIO NPUTOPHBIM. TakuMm MaxHyT Aoporue (ppaHily3CKHe OyXd U
CMEpTb.

OHa paziokuia BCE Ha CTojie, iepeunTasa perent Ha TenedoHe B JeCIThIN pas.

«Pacmonoub koperv 6oauzonosa 6 nolnv. Cueuams ¢ nenecmkamu AaHobud. 3aiums pooHuU-
K060l 8000ti. Hacmausamov mpu OHs 6 mémHom mecme. obasums mpu Kanau mozo, 4ezo Hcanbue
ecezo. [Ipokasmue nauném Oelicmeosamu ¢ nepeozo 2nomxa. Yepez copok OHeli — cmepmuv»

Copok nHerl. IMEHHO CTOJNBKO BpEeMEHH el MOHAI0OUTCS, YTOOBl MPUTBOPSTHCS JIOOSIIEH
HEeBecToM, yibioaThcsl potorpadam, AepkaTh 32 PyKy YeTOBeKa, KOTOPOro OHa COOMpaeTcsl YOUTb.
Bepa nopymana: cmoxet i oHa? XBarut M y He€ cun? U otBetuna: aa. Paau Janunna — na.
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Oma He cTaJsia TOTOBUTH 5] cpazy. [lo MOTHOMYHUS OCTaBAIOCh YEThIpe JIHsA, a B perenTe ObuIo
CKa3aHO: CMELIMBaTh TOJIbKO B HOUb TMOJTHOMYHHMSI. Bepa He Bepria B MUCTUKY — OHa OblIa apXUTEK-
TOPOM, YEJIOBEKOM TOUHBIX M3MepeHui U pacuéroB. Ho ecim yx cnenoBarh ApeBHEMY pELENTY, TO
caenoBarh OykBajibHO. OHa yOpasa CBEPTKH B ANIMK KOMOJIA, 3aKpblIa €ro Ha KJII0Y U KJTIOY CIpsiTaja
TOJ1 TOAYILIKY.

B nBepw cHOBa mo3BoHmM. Ha 3TOT pa3 — Kypbep ¢ OrpoMHBIM OykeToM Oesbix po3. Bepa
OTKPbUIA, paclucayach U B35J1a KAPTOUKY, IPUKOJIOTYIO K YIIAKOBKE.

«C nemepneruem oy cyooomol. A.K.»

KopcakoB nipuciain usersl. i ero cekperaps. Mnu nuap-menemxep. Kakas pasauiia? Po3bt
OB KPaCUBBIMU — CBEKHMH, C KaTUISIMU BOJIBI Ha JIETIECTKAX, YIIAKOBAHHBIMU B KpaTOBYI0 Oymary
Y MepeBsI3aHHBIMU aTJIACHOM JieHToM. Bepa nmocraBuiia ux B Basy, coTtorpadupoBaia u OTIpaBuia
Hacre ¢ noanuceio: «Yxaxep».

Hacrs otBetuiia uepes Mmunyty: «B Tonky ero. [lpuesxkaii, mocuanm».

Bepa nogymana u cornacunack. CuaeTb OGHOM B KBapTUpE, I€ KaXIblil YroJl HAlIOMUHAET O
Hanuusie, Ob110 HeBHIHOCUMO. OHM CHUMAJIM 3Ty JBYIIKY BMECTe J1Ba rofa Ha3ajl. JlaHuuin BEIOMpa
obou, Bepa — mebenb. OH xoTe, 4ToObl CTeHBI ObUTA TETUIBIMU, TEPPAKOTOBBIMHU, & OHA HACTOSIA
Ha CBETJIBIX, YTOOBI BU3YaIbHO PACIIMPHUTH MPOCTPAHCTBO. B nTOre cienany cBetbie, a OMHY CTeHY
MOKPaCUJIN B TEpPaKOTOBbI — KoMmmpomuce. Terneps Bepa cmoTrpesna Ha Ty creHy v Buena Janunna.
OH 00U CTOSITh Y HE€, MPUCIIOHUBIIKCH CIMHOM, M YMTAaTh BCIYX CTHXHM — IUIOXKE, KOTOphIE caM
counHsu1. OHa cmesuiack. OH odmxkancs. [Torom onu mupmick. Beé ato 6su10. cuesno. Cropero.

Hacrs xuna B coceiHeM JoMe, B OIHYIIKE, 3aBaJICHHOW CKM3aMK U OaHKaMHu ¢ Kpackoi. OHa
ObL1a Xy1oXkKHUIEeH-0popMuTesieM, padoTaia B TeaTpe ¥ BEYHO XOUJIa C pa3HOIBETHBIMU MAJIbIIAMH.
Bepa 3acrana e€ 3a crpaHHbIM 3aHsATHEM — HacTs packiagpiBaia Ha Moty crapble (poTorpadpum.

— D10 yT0? — cnpocwuia Bepa, nepectynas yepe3 CHUMKH.

— Pemmmna pa3zo6pare apxuB. Most MaTh niepesana. TyT Bc€ IETCTBO, IIKOJA, UHCTUTYT. —
Hacrs nognsna ogny gotorpaduio, nokaszana Bepe. — Cmotpu, kakoii Bbl ¢ JJaHunnom monogpie.
9TO Ha BTOPOM Kypce.

Bepa B3sia cHuMok. JlaHrmn oOHMMAI e€ 3a TUIeUr, OHU CTOSTH Ha (DOHE OOINEKUTHS U CMesI-
mmck. EMy ObU10 1Bamath, e — neBsaTHaaarh. OH HOCKII Iy palKyIo 3eJIEHYIO MIATKY C TOMIIOHOM,
a OHa — Bf3aHBIN 11apd, KOTOPbIN CBA3aJIa CaMa, TAKOU JUIMHHBII, YTO BOJIOUMJICS 110 3eMiie. «Mbl
TMOXOXM Ha &JT0K», — ckazau Torma Jdanumi. «Ha €nky u e€ coOCTBeHHYIO TeHb», — OTBeTHIIa Bepa.
OH obunencs. [Torom OHM MONUTY MUTH TIMHTBEHH U MUPUJIUCH JI0 yTpA.

— Vb6epu, — ckazasa Bepa, Bo3Bpamas pororpaguio. — He Mory cMOTpeTs.

— Ipoctu, — Hacts OpIcTpo cripsiTaiga CHUMOK B KOpoOky. — f mypa. He monymania.

— Huvyero.

Onu cenmu Ha KyxHe. Hacts 3aBapuia vaii ¢ 6epraMOTOM — TOT CaMblid, KOTOPBIA JIIOOWIT
Hanuni, u Bepa cHoBa mouyBCTBOBasa, KaK YTO-TO C:kKMMaeTcs B rpyau. OHa cenaia IIOTOK U 3acTa-
BUJIA ceOs YIBIOHYThCS.

— Pacckaxu mydre npo cy66oty. ®ortoceccusi B mapke. S 10omKHA BHIIISAETh BIIOOTEHHOM.
Kak 3t0 nenmaercs?

— A T8I He 3Haems? — Hacts xutpo npunypuiack. — Thl ke moouna. Thl 3Haelb, Kak
CMOTpETh Ha YeJIoBeKa, Korjga oH Tede JI0por.

— 4 3Harto0, kKak cMoTpeTh Ha Jlanumna. A Ha Kopcakosa?

— Cwmotpu ckBO3b Hero. [IpencraBb, 4T0 OH — KTO-TO Apyroil. iy npocto BCIOMHM YTO-
HUOYb Xoporree. He mpo Hero, npo ceos.

Bepa 3agymanack. BciomauTh UTO-HHOYIH XOpOIIiee, He CB3aHHOE C JJaHMUIIOM, OKa3aJioch
TpyaHo. OHa MPOKPYTHJIA B IAMATH JETCTBO, KOy, MHCTUTYT — Be37ie ObUT KTO-TO, HO HUKTO HE
ocTaBisi Takoro ciena. Tonbko Januwmi. OH ObUT IEpPBBIM M €TUHCTBEHHBIM. M Tenepb oHa coOupa-
Jach yOUTh YesloBeKa, KOTOPhI (OHA IMOYTH HE COMHEBAJIACh) €ro yOul.
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— A ecnu g He cmory? — cripocuiia Bepa. — Eci oH monoiieT, BO3bMET 3a PyKy, a s OTAep-
HYCb?

— He oraepnemsca. Tol cuiibHasd. Thl epexkuiia Xyamee, 4To MOIJIO CIyduThesl. Portoceccus
— epyHja.

— 41 He ipo (poTtoceccuio.

Hactsa nocmotpena Ha He€ nonrum B3nisiaoM. OHa xotesna cripocuth — 1ipo uro? Ho nepeny-
Majia. BMecTo aToro oHa B3siia Bepy 3a pyky u ckazasa:

— Tel 3Haemb, 51 Beeraa Oyay psaoM. Yto Obl Tel HU 3aayMana. Jlaxke eciiu 910 Oe3ymue.

— Cnacu6o, — Bepa cxana e€ nanbiibl. — Criacu6o, 4To He 3a1aéIIb JIMITHUX BOITPOCOB.

— 3agam. [Torom. Koraa npuner Bpems.

Onu poroBopmn 10 Beuepa. Bepa pacckasbiBasia mpo BeTpeuy ¢ KopcakoBbiM, po ero Xo1oi-
HBIE TJIa3a W JIASHOW TOJIOC, MPO JIOTOBOP M MYHKT MPO «HUKAKMX TorenyeB». Hactsa cmesinack,
HasbIBasla AJiekcesi «poOOToM», a Bepy — «HeBectoit PoOokomna». Bepa ynbibanack, XOTs Ha ayIie
6110 MyTOpHO. K /1eBsITH Beuepa OHa ycTasia MPUTBOPSTHCS U YIILIa JOMO.

Homa eé sxaan ciopripus. Ha mopore, mpuBasieHHBIN K JBEPH, CTOSUT €1IE OTMH OyKeT — Ha 3TOT
pa3 u3 anbix po3. Kaprouka rimacuna: «Hazerocs, Bel mooute KpacHsiid. K cyd0oTe Oymer ciopnpus.
A.K.»

Bepa Beipyrasack. OHa He moowia kpacHbiid. He mo6una po3sl. U He mo6uiia cloprpusbl, 0Co-
OEHHO OT JII0fIeH, KOTOpble COOMPANUCH CTaTh e€ kepTBaMu. Ho oHa B3si1a OyKeT, 3aHecsia B KBapTUpy
Y TIOCTaBWJIA PsAIOM C OestbiMu po3amu. [IBe Basbl. [IBa nBera. OquH MyXUunHA.

Oma nierna cnarb, HO JIOTO HE MOIJIa YCHYTb. B rojioBe KpyTUJIMCh MBICIH: i1, TIOJTHOTYHHE,
Kopcakos, 6a0ymika, tHeBHUK. OHa BOpoYasiach A0 JABYX HOYHM, IMOKA HE MPOBATMIIACH B TSIKEIBIM
COH 0e3 CHOBHJICHUIA.

YTpoM Mo3BOHWIIA MaTh.

— Bepa, Th1 He noBepuilb! — VpuHa roBopuia ObICTpO, B3axJIED, Kak JIeBOYKA, KOTOPON
KyIWJIM HOBYIO KyKily. — KopcakoB Kymui OuseTsl B TeaTp Ha cyoooty. Ha «JleGenunoe o3epo».
[Moce hoToceccuu Bbl UAETE HA OaJieT. ITO Ke TaK POMAHTUIHO!

— Maw, g He o000 OaseT.

— A xT10 m06UT? DTO Xe He Mpo JII0OOBb, 3TO TPO cTaryc. B Tearpe OymyT 0o, BaXKHbIC
momy. Thl TOMKHA OBITH B BEUEPHEM ILIaThe. Y TeOs eCTh BeuepHee TuiaThe?

— Her.

— ¢1 onomxky Tebe cBo€. Benoe, ¢ maiieTkamu. O4YeHb KpacuBoe.

— Maw, 51 He Oyy HaJieBaTh TBOE TUIaThe C maeTkaMu. S HafieHy Y€pHoe. Y MeHs ecTh Y€pHOe.

— Ha noxoponsl, a He B Teatp! — VMpuHa Bo3MyIEHHO B30XHY/Ia. — JlagHO, mpuaymaem
4yT0-HUOYIb. [ TaBHOE, He moABeAr. DTO BaXXHBIN BeUep.

— ¢l HuKOrIA He MoABOKY, — OTBeTHIa Bepa u moBecusa TpyoKy.

OHa npocTrosiia MsTh MUHYT, [JIssl HA CBOIO CTeHY TeppakoToBoro Ieeta. [Torom moporia
K KOMO[Y, JIOCTaja KJI0Y M3-TIOJ MOAYIIKU, OTKPbUIA SIIMK M MepecurTayia CBEPTKU. Bomuromnos.
Jlangpim. Beé Ha mecre.

J1o TOJTHOMYHUST OCTABAJIOCH TPY JTHSI.

B narHuity, HakanyHe otoceccru, Bepa noexasna k 6a0ymike. Eif Hy)XHO ObLJIO B3SITh JHEBHUK
— opuruHal, He (poToKonuu. B HEM ObLIIM MTOMETKH Ha MOJISIX, KOTOPBIX HE ObLJIO BUTHO HA CHUMKAX.
Kaxkwue-To 3HakM, pucyHKH, IPUNUCKH. Bepa Hazesnack, uto 6alyIika MOMOKET UX pacimudpoBarh.

OCOoOHSIK BCTPETUIT €€ CBIPOCTBIO U 3aI1aX0M CYXHX I1BeTOB. balyIika cuzena B Kpecie-Kayajke,
Bs3as1a mapd ¥ CMOTpesia TeIeBU30p — CTapbiii «[ OpU30HT», KOTOPBIK PadOTas C IOMEXaMH.

— Bayuka npuexana, — ckazana 6alyIika, He OTpbIBasiCh OT BSI3aHUS. — A 5 YK Aymala,
HE Tpueenb.

— 41 6e3 Bac He Mory, — oTBeTHIa Bepa, nenys 6alymiky B meKky. — MHe HyXeH JHEBHUK.
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— 3Hao. BoH Tam JiexuT, B KoMoje, o[l HIKHUM OeibéM. $1 ero mepenpsrana, 4tod MaTh
TBOSI He Hanwia. OHa OBl yCTpomia CKaHAAJ.

Bepa orkpsuia koMof. JIHEBHMK Jiekal Ha caMOM JIHE — cTapasi TeTpajip B KOXXKaHOM Iepe-
TUIETE, C TIOKEITEBIIMMY CTPAHUIIAMU U IOTEPTHIMU yIilamu. OHa GepekHO JOCTasia ero, cefia psaoM
¢ 6a0yIIKOM ¥ OTKpbIIa HA TPUAIATH CEJLMOM CTPAHUIIE.

«Kopenv 60nuzonosa — mpu doau. Lleemvl aanoviua — nsame nenecmxos. Booa uz poonuxa,
mekywezo Ha éocmok. Cmewtams 8 HOUb NOAHOAYHUSA. []oOasumv mpu Kanau mozo, Uezo Hcanbue
ece20»

— ba, a 9T0 3HaYMUT «TOTO, Yero *xajpue Bcero»? — crnpocuia Bepa. — S gymana, ato npo
*u3Hb. Ho 6abymika Arata TOYHO HE CBOIO KM3Hb KEPTBOBAJIA, OHA MPOXKWIA €lIe ABAILATD JIeT
T10CJIe TOro, Kak OTpaBUJIa KEHUXa.

Babymika oTiokuia BsI3aHUe, CHsJIA OYKH U TTOCMOTpesia Ha BHYUKY YCTaJIbIMU, MYIPbIMU IJ1a-
3aMHU.

— «Yero xkanpye Bcero» — 3TO camoe J0poroe, 4to y Teds ectb. HeoOs3aTenbHO KW3Hb.
Moxet ObITh, maMsITh. MoXkeT, Bepa B Jmofeid. MoxkeT, ClocOOHOCTh UyBCTBOBATh. Kaskiast JKeHIIMHA
B HaIlIEM pOjly ’KepTBOBajIa YeM-TO CBOMM. Arara, TOBOPST, IIOC/IE TOrO OTPABJIEHUS pa3yyniach CMe-
aTbcsl. 1o KOHIa JHEH He yIbIOHY1ach HU pasy.

— A BbI? Bbl ckazanu, 4To He ycrnenu. A eciiu Obl yCIieau, YTo Obl Bbl JOOABIIIN?

Babymika 3amomuana. [loro cMoTpesa B OKHO, Ha JIMITBI, KOTOPbIE POHSLIA TIOCTIEAHUE JIUCTBSI.
[Torom Tx0 oTBETHIIA:

— 4 661 mobGaBwmiia cBoM cTpax. S1 Torma oueHb GosIach OMMHOYECTBA. bosiack, 4ToO ecii OH
yMpET, s OCTaHyCh coBceM onHa. U mobaBwmiia Obl 3TOT cTpax B sia. VI OH ObI BBIIIWII €10 BMECTE C
HacToikoi. A motom ymep. U s ocranack Obl ogHa. iponus cyas0sl, 1a?

Bepa 3akpbina queBHMK. Ha mocienHeii crpanuiie OblT pUCYHOK — KeHCKast (purypa B JAJIMH-
HOM IUIaThe, CTosiast y OkHa. JIuma He ObUIO BHIHO, TOJMBKO CHUTYST. [loi pUCYHKOM TOINKCH:
«BmoBa. Becerna BaoBa».

— bBa, a BBl BepuTe, 4TO MPOKJIATHE MTpaBaa padboraer? — crpocuia Bepa.

— 41 Bepio, UTO eciiu YeJIOBEeK peliaeT yOuTh, OH JIOJKEH TIOHUMATh, YTO YOMBAEeT He TOJIBKO
xeptBy. Yactp ceOst oH youaer Toxe. [IpokisitTue — 3T0 He Marus. DTo mpeaynpexaeHue. Tol
rOTOBA MOTEPATH YacThb ceOs1, Bepa?

— T'oroBa.

Babymika rnokavasa rojioBoil.

— Mornopas T emié. Jlymaertib, 4To yactu cedst — 3To epyHaa. A oHU He epyHaa. OHE — 3TO
Thl. YObEIIb OMHY YacTh — Oynenib apyroi. U He akt, uTo myure.

Bepa ne otBetmiia. OHa noresnoBaia 6aOyIIKy, ClpsiTaga JHEBHUK B CYMKY M yexaa.

BeuepoM Toro ke JHs OHa 3alllia B alTeKy U KyIula CTeKJISIHHBIN (PJIAKOH € y3KHUM I'OPJIBIIIKOM
— TaKoM, 4YToOBl MOKHO OBLJIO KaraTh 1o Karuisim. [TpoBuzopina cripocuiia, 3aueM, Bepa ckazaia:
« 151 3¢prpHBIX Mace». BpaHbe moyYnioch yoeanTebHbIM.

Joma oHa mpokunsATWIa (PJIakoH, MPOCyIIWIa €ro W MOoCTaBWiIa Ha MOJOKOHHMK. Ocranoch
JOXIAThCS HOUM.

A 32 OKHOM MeJJIEHHO, HO BEPHO OKPYIVISIACh JyHa.

3aBTpa cyooora. Poroceccus. baner. Y mepBblii JeHb €€ HOBOM KU3HU — KU3HU HEBECTHI U
BJIOBBI OJHOBPEMEHHO.

Bepa ycnyna B nonoBune aenaiaroro. Eit cauiics Januun. OH cuiien B CBoed CropeBliliei
MAaCTEepCKOM, 1eJIblii ¥ HEBPEAUMBIH, U PUCOBAJI Ha CTEHE UYTO-TO Oesoil Kpackoil. Bepa momoria
Onvke M yBHUIeaa: oH prcoBan e€ noprpeT. Ho ne e€ — toii Bepsl, koTopast Obuta panbine. Cmero-
[EeNcs, CYaCTIIMBOM, CBOOOIHOMA.

— To1 ucuesaerb, — ckaszai JJanunn Bo cHe. — 1 TeOs1 IOUTH He BUKY.

— 4 3pech, — orBeTmna Bepa. — A psagom.
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— Her. Tul yxe ganexo.

OH 3aKOHYMJI PUCYHOK, OTCTYINIWJI Ha 1Iar 1 ucue3. Bepa npocHynack B cne3ax. Yacel nokassl-
BaJIM TPU Yaca HOYU.

Oma He cTaja JOKUTHCSI 00paTHO. BKiiounia HOYHUK, AOCTala JHEBHUK U ITepeurTaa nocie-
HIOIO cTpanuily. CHUTyaT )KeHIIUHbI y OKHa. «Brosa. Beerga BooBa».

— $1 He 6otoch, — mporenTana Bepa B mycrotry. — 4 yxke BIoBa.

Jlyna cBeTuia B OKHO, TIOJIHASI U sIpKasi, KaK IJ1a3 XMITHUKA, CIIEASIIEro 3a JOObIYen.

J10 TOJTHOTYHHU ST OCTABAJIOCh ABA JHS.
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I'naBa 3. ®anbmuBas yJjablOKa

Cy0600THee yTpo Hayajoch C TOro, YTo MaTh Bepbl BopBasiach B KBapTUpYy 0€3 CTyKa, UMes Ha
PYyKax 3amacHO¥ KJI04, KOTOpblid Bepa nqaBHO nomkHa Obuta 3a0path, HO BCE 3a0bIBaIa.

— Tol ew€ B nocrenn?! — BockyMKHY/a MpuHa, pacniaxusasi LITOPBI € TAKOW CUJIOH, UTO Kap-
HU3 KaJIOOHO CKpUIHYJ1. — Bepa, necats yacoB! Uepes yac Thl JOJDKHA ObITh B TTapke!

— 1 momHI0, — npocToHana Bepa, 3apbiBasAch IMLIOM B nogyuiky. — Mmen coeects, maMm. 51
JIETTIa B YETBIPE.

— Bor u npaBuibHO, uTO B yeThipe. Kpacora Tpedyer kepTB. A BcTaBaTh HY’KHO PaHO, YTOOBI
JMIO He ObLIO OmyXIMM. BeTaBaid, s1 mpuHecsa 3aBTpak.

VpwHa neicTBUTENBHO TNpUHECTa ¢ COOOM MakeT ¢ JOMAIIHUMH ChHIPHUKAMH, CMETaHy B
OaHouke U TepMoc ¢ Kode. Bepa noHioxana Bo31yX, HOUyBCTBOBaJIA 3arax TBOPOra U BaHWIH, U €€
CONPOTHBJIEHUE PyxHY/10. OHa cesa Ha KpoBaTH, HaTsHYJA OAEsJIO JI0 NOAOOpOAKa U MPUHSIA U3
PYK MaTepy Tapejiky.

— ToI X0TB BICTIATTaCh? — cnpocuiia VMipuHa, cansch Ha Kpal KpoBaTy M C MaTEPUHCKOM Tpe-
BOIOM BIVISZBIBASACH B JIMLO fouepu. — CuHsaky nox mazamu. Hano 3amackupoBars.

— V¥ MeHs ecTb KOHCUJIED.

— TBou KoHCHIIEp — 3TO IeTCKUi JieneT. S nmpuHecna cBou, npogeccuoHabHblil. Y TOHADb-
HBIM KpeM, U XalslauTep, ¥ BCE, YTO HyKHO. CeroiHs Thl JOJKHA CUSITh.

— Mawm, 3t0 npocto ¢poroceccust. He KOHKypc KpacoTsl.

— 1151 mpecchl — Beerga KOHKype KpacoTsl, — orpe3asa Mipuna. OHa BcTasa, nmpomuia B BaH-
HYI0, BKJIIounIa Bonty. — [laBai, 3aBTpakaii 1 B 1ynl. Yepes 1BaanaTh MUHYT sl HAUMHAIO KOJIJOBAaTh
HaJl TBOUM JIMLIOM.

Bepa B3noxHyna. Crioputh ¢ Matepblo B COCTOSIHUM «JIECATh yTpa, CyO0OOTa, HE BbICMAIach»
ObL10 cede 1opoxe. OHa cbhena J1Ba CBIPHUKA, BHIITMIIA KOe, YyBCTBYS, KaK KeJIyIOK CKUMAETCS OT
npeaBKynieHusa u crpaxa. CeronHsa oHa yBUANT AJjiekces BO BTOpod pa3. M el mpuaercs MpUTBo-
parecs. [IputBopAThCs, 4TO OH €il He Oe3pasnuyeH. [IpuTBOPATHCS, YTO OHA HE MEUTAeT BChIIATh
€My B BUHO S1Yy.

Jlyrn HeMHOTo TIPUBEN €€ B 4yBCTBO. Bona Oblia ropstueid, moyru odxuraromiei, u Bepa crosiia
T0J1 CTPYEH, MOKa KOxka He MoKpacHena. Eif XoTenock CMbITh ¢ ce0s1 BCE: CTpax, HEHaBUCTb, IIPUTBOP-
crBo. Ho BMecTe ¢ Booi yTeKaslv TOJIBKO IIAMITyHb U TeJlb 1A ayma. Bc€ ocranbHOe ocTaBanocs.

Korzma oHa BhIIUIa M3 BaHHOM, 3aKyTaHHas B Xajar, MpuHa yke pasjioxuia Ha CTOJE KOC-
METUYKY, HAalIOMMHABILIYI0 YeMOJAHUMK Xupypra. IIeHku, ToHaIbHbIe, KUICTOUYKH, CIIOHAKH — BCETO
ObLJIO TaK MHOT'0, YTO Bepa nmouyBcTBOBaJIa FOJIOBOKPYKEHUE.

— Cagucp, — ckomanpoBasia Mpuna. — I'osoBy Hazan.

Crenyronme copok MUHYT Bepa dyBcTBOBana ceOs MaHekeHOM. Marb BoAWiIa IO €€ JIMILY
KHMCTOYKaMHM, YTO-TO IIPUITYIPUBAJIA, YTO-TO PacTyLIEBbIBAIa, KOMMEHTUPOBAJIA KaXAbld CBOM ILIar
C BUJOM npodeccopa Ha JIEKLUH.

— V¥ 1e0s xopolue CKyJbl, HO X HYKHO NOI4epKHYTh. Koxka cyxas, mosTomMy cHayasia yBJIax-
HeHue. TBom OpoBM — OTHEJbHAS TIECHS], Sl UX YyTh MojAKpanty. [71a3a caenaem AbIMYATBIME, HO HE
CJIMIIIKOM TEMHBIMH, a TO Oy/Iellb TIOX0kKa Ha MaHIY.

— 41 u ectb manja, — npodopmotana Bepa. — BHyTpeHHs1s.

— He 6onaii. [Ipim poBHO.

Haxonenr MpyuHa OTKMHYJIach Ha CIMHKY CTyJla, OKMHYJA PE3YJIbTaT B3MIAJOM XYJOXKHUKA,
JONMCABILETO KAPTUHY, Y YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJIA.

— J'oroBo. Inu oneBarncs.

Bopnosoe miaree BuCENO Ha IUleYMKax Ha JABeple IKaga. Bepa cHaAna ero, BCTpAXHyNa U
Hajesna. TkaHb IPUATHO CKOJIB3HYJIA 110 TeJTy — IUIOTHBIM INENK, CAePKaHHbIN OJ1eCK, ITMHHbINA pyKaB
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1 ckpomHoe fiekonbTe. [1naTbe Obi1o foporuM, Bepa 3o uyBcTBOBasia. ipuHa, JOIKHO ObITh, OTAANA
3a HEro MOJIOBUHY CBOEW MEHCHU.

— CMoTpHTCS XOPOILIO, — CKa3aJla MaTb, ONpasisisi BOPOTHUK. — Thl Kpacusas, Bepa. Bee-
raa Oputa KpacuBoi. [IpocTo He ymena 3To OKa3bIBaTh.

— He ymena nimm He xotena?

— Kakas pasnuna? CerogHs Hay4yuIlIbCs.

Wpuna nopoiuia K 3epkaity, BcTajla psoM ¢ Jo4epblo. [IBe KeHIMHbI B OTPaK€HUH — OfIHA
MOJIOAAsI, C NMeYaTbHBIMU TJIA3aMU U TBEPIOBIM PTOM, Ipyras IMocTapiie, ¢ TAKOW ke JTMHUEH 1ondo-
pOZIKa ¥ TEeMH 3Ke 3aJIOMaMU Mex1y OpoBsMH. «S0I0K0 oT s010HM», — mogyMana Bepa. U yxac-
HyJlack. OHa He xoTena ObITh MOXOXeH Ha MaTh. HO ¢ KaXAbIM TOIOM CXOICTBO CTaHOBHJIOCH BCE
OYEBUIHEE.

— Cnacu6o, mam, — ckasana Bepa, v B 3ToM «criacu6o» ObUIO BCE: OJIaroapHOCTh, rOpeyb,
o0HJa U YTO-TO TIOXOKee Ha JTIOOOBb.

— He 3a 9o, nouka, — orBetmia Upuna. U nodasmia Tixo: — Tosbko OyIb ¢ HIM OCTOPOKHA.
KopcakoB He TOT uenoBek, ¢ KOTOPBIM MOXKHO UTparth.

— 4 He urpaio.

— Bor 310 ¥ cTpaiHo.

Bepa Hanena tyau Ha HU3KOM Kabimyke (OHa He yMeJia XOIUTh Ha IINMUJIbKaX U He coOUpasach
CErofHsl yUUThCs), B3sJIa CYMOUKY, B KOTOPYIO HOJNOXKMWIA TesledOH, KU U MaJIeHbKUIl (hIaKoH
C BOJION — Ha BCSKWU CITy4aid, eClii TIepecoxXHeT B ropie. PrakoH ObLT CTEKJISHHBIM, C Y3KUM TOp-
JbiukoM. TOT camblil, KOTOpBIA OHa Kynuia B anrteke. [lycroil. [Toka mycroi.

Hacrs xnana BHM3y, B MaluuHe. YBUIEB Bepy, OHa MPUCBUCTHYIA.

— Oro. A Tbl HUYETO, KOrja npuoaeTscs. Jlaxe He y3HATh.

— 3arkHuch, — 0e33700H0 OoTBeTWsa Bepa, 3a0upasich Ha TaccakUpCKOe CUCHbE. —
Iloexanu, a To omo3maeM.

— Omno3spars k TakoMy xeHuxy? Ila au B xu3Hb. OH TeOs Oyner xaath. Takue, kak Kopcakos,
Bcerga KayT. ViM HpaBUTCS, KOT/Ia VX 3aCTaBIISIIOT KJATh.

— OrTkypa Thl 3Haellb ?

— ¥V meHs Obu1 Gorathlii MapeHb Ha TpeTheM Kypce. Toxke HOC BOPOTHII, TOXKE CUMTAII, UYTO
Bechb MUp eMy JlokeH. [loka 51 He nmocnana ero ¢ mepcenecom. — Hacts 3aBena gBurarensb U JMX0
BBIpY/IMIIA co ABopa. — KcraTu, s mpunapkyioch Hermoaasieky u Oymy cienutsb. Ecim 4to-1o noiaeT
HE TaK, CBUCTHHU.

— 41 He ymelo CBUCTETS.

— Torna nomarm. S noimy.

IMapk «CokoMbHUKK» B CyOOOTY yTpOM ObLT MOUTH TycT. OKTAOPH caean CBOE Aes0: JIMCThS
obneresnu, HeOO BUCEJIO CEpOl BAaTOM, a BO3YX IMaxX CHIPOCTHIO M TIPEJIBIMU JIMCThsIMU. Bepa Bbiluia u3
MAIlIMHBI Y [JIABHOTO BXOJa, OIIsi/ieNnach U cpasy yBuaena Asekces. OH crosil y (pOHTaHa — e[IuH-
CTBEHHBI JKMBOU YeJIOBEK CPeAM 3aCTBIBIIMX KIyMO U ToJbiX AepeBbeB. Ha HEM ObLIO TEMHO-CHHEE
MaJIbTO, YEPHBbIC OPIOKU M OOTUHKY, HAYMIIICHHBIE IO 3epKaibHOTO Osiecka. OH He KyprJl, He CMOTpel
B TeJiehOH, He NEPEMUHAJICS ¢ HOrU Ha Hory. [IpocTo crosin u kJas, Kak u3BasHue.

Psnom ¢ M kpyTtuiicst potorpad — Mononoit mapeHp B KJIeT4aToi pyoOalike, ¢ OrpOMHBIM
3epKajbHBIM (poToanmapaTom Ha 1ee. OH 4TO-TO TOBOPUJT AJIEKCEIO, )KECTUKYJIMPOBAJ, TOKa3bIBaJI
Ha KaKue-TO TOYKHU, HO AJleKcel, Ka3aioch, ero He ciymai. O cmotpen Ha Bepy. Ona 3amertuia 1o,
KOTJIa TIofIoNuIa OJIFIKe: ero B3IV ObUT HApaBjieH Ha He€, MPUCTAILHBIA, N3yYaloIUi, XOTOTHBIH.
Tak cMOTpAT Ha KapTUHY B My3€e, [IPEsk/ie YeEM PELINTh, HDABUTCSI OHA UJIU HET.

— 3apaBcTByiiTe, — cKazaia Bepa, ocraHaBimBasich B Tpéx marax. — 51 He onoznana?

— Her, — orBetnn Anekceit. — Bbl BoBpemsi. { 1IeHI0 TyHKTYaJIbHOCTb.

— 4 Toxe.
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OnHu cMOTpeI ApYT Ha Ipyra CeKyHIy, ABe, Tpu. Betep nmomayn, u Bosocsl Bepbl, pacnyieHHbie
T10 HACTOSIHUIO MaTepy, B3METHYJIHCh, 3aKPbIB MOJIOBUHY JnIfa. OHa yOpasia uxX JBHKEHHEM, KOTOPOe
BBIIVISIIETIO KOKETJIMBO, XOTSl HA CaMOM [IeJie €l IPOCTO MeIlaJIu.

— Kakas kpacuBas napa! — BockJIMKHYJ poTorpad, noackakusas kK Hum. — [Ipocrto cratys!
MeHst 30ByT AHIpeH, sl cerojiHs Bail BOMIeOHUK. [JaBaiite HAUHEM C TOTO, YTO Bbl BCTAHETE ONMKe
ApyT K Apyry. JKeHux, MonoxuTe pyKy Ha Tanuio HeBecTsl. HeBecTa, yabIOHUTECH!

Bepa nocnymHo marnyna k Asnekcero. OH MOJIOKWI PyKy €l Ha TajMio — OCTOPOXKHO, Kak
OynTo OHa ObLTa CTEKJITHHOM. [1asbIibl y Hero ObUTH AJTMHHBIMU, XOJIOOHBIMU, U IaXe Yepe3 IUIOTHYIO
TKaHb TUIaThs Bepa dyBcTBOBasia 9TOT X001, OHa 3actaBuia ceOs yIslOHYThCSA. He Tol yabiOKoOi,
KoTOpasi Obl1a y Heé ¢ JJaHMMIIOM — OTKPHITOM, CYACTIMBOM, 10 yIIel. A Apyroi: ciepKaHHOM, 4y Th
HAaJJMEHHOM, KaK y CBETCKUX JIbBHII Ha OOJIOKKAX I7siHIA. OHa BUIEIa TaKKe YIBIOKH THICSUM pa3 v
MOTIJIa CKOTIMPOBATh HE XYKE aKTPHCHI.

— OtmmyHOo! — MIENKHY 3aTBOP. — A Terepb MOCMOTPHUTE ApYT Ha Apyra. sKeHux, HoCMOT-
pute Ha HeBecTy. HeBecta, TOMHbIN B3MIsi1. TOMHBIH, Kak OYATO Bbl B HETO BIIOOJICHBI.

Bepa nonnsina rasa Ha Asekcesi. OH cMOTpe Ha He€ CBepXy BHU3 — OH ObUI BBIIIIE Ha TOJIOBY
— ¥ B €0 CephIX IMa3ax He ObUTo HUYero. Hu Teria, Hu MHTEpeca, HY 1axke OOBIYHON YeJIOBeYeCKOM
cumvratud. [Tycrora. Kak 6yaro oH cMOTpest Ha He€ CKBO3b IMPUIIE]T CHANTIEPCKON BUHTOBKH.

— V Bac oveHb KpacuBble IJ1a3a, — cKkasaia Bepa. ['pomko, uto6sl cibiman ¢gpororpad. Ho
CMOTpeJIa IpH 9TOM TaK, Oy/ATO TOBOpHJIA UCKPEHHE.

— Cnacu60, — oTBeTHII AJlekcell. — Y Bac TOXe.

On Bpan. OHa Bpana. OHu 00a Bpajd, U TOT CIEKTAKJIb JA0JKEH ObLT YOSIUTh BCEX BOKPYT,
4YTO OHM — Mapa. Bepa nodyBcTBoBasia TOIHOTY. Eil 3aX0TeN0Ch OTTOJIKHYTH €r0, BBITEPETh PYKOW
TO MECTO Ha TaJInU, KOTOPOro OH Kacasicsi. Ho oHa ysbiOHyack emé mmpe.

®otoceccus gunack yac. OHM NO3UpOBAIM y (POHTAHA, HA MOCTHUKE, Ha (DOHE CTapbIX JIMII,
CUZS Ha CKaMmelike, cTos y npyaa. dororpad roHs1 MX Kak KyKOJ: MOBEPHUTE TOJIOBY, TOTHUMUTE
Mo00POJIOK, CIIeTIUTe MaJbllbl, YILIOHUTeCh. Bepa yiabidanach. AJieKkceld Toxe Yaboancs — peKo,
YTOJIKaMH Ty0, HO YJIbIOKa ero ObUla TaKOH e XOJIOAHOM, KaK U BECh OH.

CambIM CTpaHHBIM OBLIO MTPUKOCHOBEHHUE. B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT AHJIpel MOMPOCKIT UX B3AThCS
3a PyKHU U MPOMTHUCH TIO ajiee, a caM Oeskall c3aau U menkai. Bepa Biokuia cBOO JaoHb B PYKY
AJekcesi ¥ IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, Kak e€ MaJbIlbl HA MTHOBEeHHUe 3amepiii. Ero agoHp Obuta CyxXoH, TBEp-
IO, ¢ MO30OJISIMA — HEOXUAAHHO JJIS1 YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPBI, BEpOSATHO, HE JepKall B pyKaX HUYEro
TsKesiee pyuku. «CtpaHHo», — nogymaiia Bepa. Mozonu ObUti He TakiuMH, Kak y Jdanuuia (y Toro
OBV MAJIBIIBI, UCTIAUKAHHBIE KPACKOU 1 M3pe3aHHble OymMaroi). Y AJiekcest MO301 ObUTH Ha JIJIOHH,
MPSIMO TIOJ1 TTAJIbIIAMU — TaKHe ObIBAIOT y T€X, KTO MHOTO MHUIIET OT PYKH WIIH. .. JEPKUT Opyxkue?

OHa oTorHaja 3Ty MbICJIb.

— BrI HanpsikeHbI, — cKazal AJleKkcer TUXO0, KOraa OHH i 1o ayutee. Potorpad Obu1 1anexo,
OH HE MOT MX Ciblarh. — Paccnadbrech. MIHaue CHUMKHM TOTyYaTcsi HEeCTECTBEHHBIMHU.

— 4 crapatocs, — orBeTria Bepa.

— Crapaiitecs Jiyuiie. MHe HyKHbI KauecTBeHHbIe (poTorpadumu.

— Bawm unu Baiemy nuap-otaeny?

— MHe. Y Hac KOHTPAKT. { 10JKeH BBIMISAETh CYACTIIMBBIM KEHUXOM. BBl IOJKHBI BBITTISIIETh
CUACT/IMBOW HeBeCTOW. B3anmuast BeIroz1a.

Bepa crucHyna 3yosl. Eif xoTenoch cka3arh: «A Bbl 3HaeTe, YTO sl coOMpaioch Bac youts?» Ho
OHA TOJIBKO YJIBIOHYJIACh — TOW YJIBIOKOM, KOTOPYIO OTpENeTHpoBaa 3a MocieHIe oryaca.

— Koneuno, Anekceit. 51 Oyay camoii cuacT/IMBOM HEBECTOM Ha CBETe.

dotoceccrs 3aKOHIMITACH OKOJIO TIONyIHs. AHpel obemman npuciars (potorpaduu yepes Tpu
IHS Ha yTBEPKAEHKE, TIOJKaJl BCEM PYKH M yoexast o0pabaTeiBaTh CHUMKU. Bepa u Ajiekceid OCTasmch
BIBOEM Y (poHTaHa. Betep pasorHai Ty4u, BEIIISIHYIIO OJIeTHOE COJTHIIE, ¥ TIAPK CTaJI MOYTH YIOTHBIM.

— BbI rosionHel? — cnpocuit Asniekceid. — ¢l 3aka3ajt CTOJIMK B PECTOPAHE PSIIOM.
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— 4 He rononHa.

— Bc€ paBHO noobeaem. Bam Hy)kHO HaOpaThesl CHI Tiepe] OaieToM.

— $1 He mpocuia OUIIETHI B Teatp.

— 310 nogapok. Ot xeHnxa HeBecte. [IpuHATO OTKa3bBaThCsA? — B ero ronoce MosiBUIMCH
TniepBble HOTKM pasapaxenus. Crnadvle, eBa 3aMeTHbIE, HO Bepa ux ysoBuia.

— Her, — cnanack ona. — He npunsTo. Xoporio, moodegaem.

Pecropan HazwiBasics «Jlada» U HAXOAWICS B MATH MUHYTaX XOAbOBI OT Mapka. JlepeBsiHHBIN
JIOM C BEepaHJI0i, BHYTPU MaxJo JAPOBAMH U XBOEM — UCKYCCTBEHHO, HO YIOTHO. AJIEKCel 3aKa3a
OTJIEJIbHBIA KaOMHET Ha BTOPOM 3TaXke, C OKHOM, BBIXOJISIIIAM Ha 3aCHITAHHBIN JTUCThsIMU caa. Odu-
[IUAHT MPUHEC MEHIO B KOKaHBIX OOJIOKKAX, 3aKET CBEYY.

— Yro Oynere? — cripocui Asiekcel, He IS5l B MEHIO.

— Canar u phiOy.

— 41 Bo3pMYy cyn U cTeiiK. BuHo?

— He nbio.

— Torma cok.

OH crienast 3aKa3, ¥ OHU OCTATUCH BABOEM B TIOJlyMpake kKabuHera. CBeva ropesyia Mex1y HUMHU,
orOpachiBasi TeHU Ha Jiia. Bepa 3amernia, 4rto AJieKkcelo UAET 3TOT CBET — OH JIeJIaJl €r0 YepThl
MsrdJe, a rjiaza — MeHee IMycThiMUA. Ha cekyHy el moka3ajioch, UTO Mepej Hell CUAUT He PoOoT,
He youiilia, a OOBIYHBIN YeJIOBEK, YCTABIINIA, OMUHOKWI, 3aTHAHHBINA B Yol oOcTosiTennb,ctBamMu. Ho
CEeKyH/a MpoIILa.

— Pacckaxure o cebe, — nonpocun Ajnekcedt. — 5 Majio 4To 3Haro.

— YT0 MMEHHO Bac uHTEepecyer?

— Bcé. Bol apxurektop. JKupére onHa. Y Bac ectb nojapyra, KOTopasi BO3UT Bac Ha CTapou
MarnvHe. Bari skeHux moru6 mpu noxape. 7o 5 3Haw. Pacckaxure To, 4ero HeT B IOChE.

— ¥ Bac ectb Ha MeHs focke? — Bepa noaHsiia GpoBb.

— KoneuHno. I He 3akimovato OpayHble KOHTPAKTHI C HE3HAKOMIIAMH.

— W ugro tam, B nocke? Mowm mikosbHble orieHku? [epBast mo6oBs? Pazmep oOyBu?

— Ornenku xoporue. [lepas mo6oBb — JIaHUWII, ¢ HUM BBl BCTPEUYATUCH IIIECTh JIeT. Pazmep
00yBU — TPHUIIATh CEABMOM.

Bepa ycmexnynack. OHa He 0)uasa, 4To OH OyIeT TAKUM OTK POBEHHBIM. OOBIYHO JTIOTU CK PhI-
BaIoT, 4To coodupaym nagopmanuo. Ho Anekceid, moxoxe, He CUMUTAT HYKHBIM ITPUTBOPSTHCS.

— BbI Bceria Takoi 4ecTHBIN? — Crpocusia OHa.

— Bcerma. YectHocTh — Jyumas noiutuka. OCOOEHHO B Jiefiax, KOTOpbIe KacaloTcs ICHeT U
00513aTeJIbCTB.

— A mo60Bb? JIloO0Bb He KacaeTcsi?

— JIio60Bb — 310 XUMUsA. OHA HEe MMeeT OTHOIICHUS K 0053aTeIbCTBAM.

Bepa nocMorpena Ha Hero ¢ uHTepecoM. Xumus. [JaHuumn Toxe ropopuii npo xumu. Ho on
MMeJl B BUY Ty, YTO BO3HUKAET MEXJy JIIOJBMH, KOTOpasi 3acTaBisieT cepjle OUThes ObicTpee U
JIAJJOHU TIOTeTh. AJIEKCeld, BEPOSATHO, UMeN B BUAY OYKBaJbHYIO XUMHUIO — MOJIEKYJIbI, PEIeTITOPHI,
nodamuH. B aTOM ObLIa pa3HUIIA MEKTy HUMH.

— BuI korga-Hubynp modwm? — crnpocuia Bepa. Bonpoc BelpBasicst cam co60ii, oHa He Tiia-
HUPOBAJIa €ro 3a/1aBaTh.

Anekceit nomomuant. onro. Tak gonro, yro Bepa nogymasa, o He otBeTuT. HO OH OTBETIII:

— Ha. OnuH pa3. D10 66110 AaBHO. U MI0X0 KOHUMIIOCH.

— Yro ciyuunnocs?

— Omna ymepra.

Bepa 3amepna. OHa He oxujasia Takoro oreera. B e€ kaptuae mupa Aiekcerr KopcakoB Obu1
0ecuyBCTBEHHbBIM MOHCTPOM, KOTOPBIM MOTI' 3aKa3aTh YOMICTBO, HE MOPrHYB I71a30M. HO MOHCTpBI
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HE TOBOPSIT «OHA yMepiia» TaKUM TOJIOCOM — TUXHUM, C XPUIOTIION, KaK OYyITO CJIOBA MPUXOAUTCS
BBITACKMBATH U3 TOpJia MUHIIETOM.

— IIpocrute, — ckazana Bepa. U cama yauBuiach, 4To HE COBpAJIa.

— He 3a 4ro. 70 6BLTI0 ecATh JeT Hazad. C Tex mop s He MOBTOPSUT OLTHOOK.

— JI1060Bb — 3TO OmMoKa?

— Korza oHa He B3aMHa WM 3aKaHUMBAETCS CMEPThIO — J1a. A B OCTaJIbHBIX CIydasx —
JeJ10 BKyca.

On 3amonuait, 1 Bepa He crana npogomnxars. [Ipunecnu ey, 1 OHU €11 B TUILIMHE, HAPYIIAEMOR
TOJIBKO 3BOHOM BWJIOK U JJOHOCSIIIIEHCS C TIEPBOTO 3Taxa TUXOU My3bIKoW. CaaT OKa3aJicsi CBeXUM,
pbida — HEKHOM, HO Bepa mouty He yyBcTBOBajia BKyca. OHa Jymaia O TOM, 4TO cKa3asl AJleKceil.
«OHa ymepina». Kto ona? Kak ymepna? Youra? bone3nn? HecuactHbiii cryuaii? Y rmaBHOe — rpaBjia
M 3107

3akoHUMB 00ef, AJleKcel B3IJISHYJ Ha Yachl.

— ¥ Hac 1Ba vaca no Ganiera. §I mpejsaraio mporyJsTbes.

— Io Takon noroze?

— Iloropa ommynas. Ceexo, coiHeuHo. Bel 3amép3Here B cBoéM manbro? S Mory nath Bam
cBoi mapd.

— He nago, — OpicTpo otBeTrIa Bepa. MbIciib 0 TOM, YTOOBI HAJIETh €ro Belllb, ObllIa HEIPH-
satHON. Ho moToM oHa momymaiia, 4Tto 3T0 MOXKeT OBbITh YaCThIO IJIaHa. bosbine 6mm3ocT — Oosblie
noBepus. Bonbiie noBepusi — serdye Oyzet noxckimnarh sia. — Jlagno. [Jaaiire.

OHM BBIIUIM U3 pecTopaHa. AJIeKcel CHSLI ap(p — TEMHO-CEpbIil, KallleMUPOBBII — 1 HaKU-
Hyn el Ha tuieud. [apd nax goporum napdiomoM, AepeBOM U YEM-TO TOPbKOBATBIM, TOXOKHUM Ha
tabak. Bepa 3amoTanacek B Hero, 4yBCTBYsI ceOsl HEYIOTHO.

Onu ryssum o napky Mormya. Bepa cMoTperna o HOrd, Ha OTaBIINe JIMCThsI, Ha JIYKH, 3aTsI-
HYTbIe TOHKOW KOPKOM Jibjla. AJIEKCe! IIEN PsI/IoM, JIep:ka PyKH B KapMaHaX MajibTo, U HE TbITAJICS
3aBs3aTh Pa3roBop. DTO ObLIO CTPaHHOE OIIyIeHHe — OBITh BABOEM U He ToBOpUTh. C [laHNMIOM
MOJTYaHUE HUKOTa He ObLIO TSOKETBIM. OHM MOTJIM CUZIETD PSIOM YacaMH, YUTATh, PUCOBATH, IIPOCTO
JpinaTh B yHUcOH. C AjiekceeM MOTYaHue JIaBUJIO.

— Bp1 mobuTe 6aner? — cripocunia Bepa, 4roObl HAPYIIUTH TUIIUHY.

— He oco6enno. Ho 310 crarycHoe Meponpusitie. Tam OyneT MOJOBUHA JAETOBOW SJIUTHI
ropoza. Hac yBuast Bmecte, 3aroBopst, pororpacduu nonaayT B mpeccy. Llenb 6yner gfocturayra.

— BBl BCE cBOAMTE K LIEJISIM.

— A Hajo K 4eMy-To Jpyromy?

— He 3Haw. K uyBcTBam, Hanpumep.

— YyscrBa HenpeackaszyeMsl. MMy Henb34 ynpasiaTh. A LEIAMUA — MOKHO.

Bepa ocranoBuach, MOBEpHYIACh K HEMY.

— BbI KOra-HUOYIb AENAIM YTO-TO MPOCTO MOTOMY, UTO X0Tesoch? He paay BHIromsl, He paau
cratyca, a mpocTo Tak?

Anexceit 3agymaicsi. OHa 3aMeTHIIa, YTO OH JeJIaeT 9TO YacTO — 3a/yMBIBAETCs Tepes OTBe-
TOM, KaK Oy/ATO B3BEIIMBAET KakK/10€ CJIOBO.

— OpnuH pa3, — ckazaj oH, HakoHell. — $1 Kyrun OuieT B KUHO Ha (DUIbM, KOTOPBIA XOTel
nocmotpeth. OnuH. be3 komnanuu. MHe ObUTO CeMHAIIATh.

— W 4o 3a ¢punbm?

— «OpauH nomax. [tynast komeaus. S cmesiyicst B ycToM 3aJie.

Bepa He cnepxana ynbiOku. Hacrostineit, He (pasblMBoOid, KOTOpasi BhIpBasiach IOMHMO BOJIH.
Anekceit — u «OnuH n0Ma»? DT0 OBUIO TaK HENENo, TaK IMO-YeIOBEYECKH, YTO OHAa Ha CEKYHy
3a0bL1a, KTO OH.

— IMouemy BbI ynbiOaeTech? — CIPOCHIT OH.

— IMoTomy uTO BBl HE TIOXOXH HA YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBIA CMOTPUT «OMH JOMa».
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— A Ha Koro s moxox?

— Ha yenoBeka, KOTOpBIi CMOTPUT HOBOCTU MO TPEM KaHaJaM OJHOBPEMEHHO W JieslaeT
3aMETKH Ha TOJISX.

Anexceil u3s1an 3ByK, OXOXMiI1 Ha cMex. KopoTkwuii, ropnoBo, mout HecbiHelid. Ho Bepa
YJIOBUJIA.

— Brul Heganeku OoT UCTHHBI, — CKa3asl OH. — Ho uHorna s no3sosisio cede ciiadboCTH.

Onu nonum faneiie, 1 Bepa noiimana ceOst Ha MBICIIH, YTO 3TOT Pa3rOBOP — CAMBIH AJTMHHBIH
Y OTKPOBEHHBIN M3 BCEX, UTO y HUX ObLIN, — Hadasl e€ 00e30pyKuBaTh. AJIeKceil repectaBai ObITh
abcTpakTHBIM 37107eeM. OH 0OpeTast YepThl: KallleMUPOBbIN mapd, MO30JIM Ha JIAJJOHU, COKAJICHHE
B ToJIoce O JIeBYIKe, KoTopasi ymepia. OHa MOTHYJa TOJIOBOM, OTIOHssl HaBakeHue. Hemb3s ero
xaners. Henb3st. On youn [anumna.

— Bawm xonogHo? — cnpocut AJiekceid, 3aMeTUB, YTO OHA MOEKUIACh.

— HewmHoro.

— Torpa BepHEMCA. Y Hac ecThb elIE Yac, s OTBE3y Bac B Tearp. MailmHa K JIer.

MarmvHa oka3anach YEpHBIM «MepCeiecoM» ¢ BoauTeneM B (popme. Bepa cena Ha 3aqHee cuje-
Hbe, U AJIeKCel cell psAoM — Tak OJM3KO, 4To MX O€npa moutu Kacanuch. OHa OTOIBHHYJIACH K
aepu. OH He 3aMETWIT WK CAeNaN BUL.

Ilo myTu B Teatp oHM He TOBOpWJIM. Bepa cMoTpena B OKHO Ha ropof, KOTOPbI MeJIEHHO
norpysajcs B cyoooTHue cymepku. PoHapH 3aKUraavch OIMH 32 JPYTUM, U B UX CBETE JIMLIA TPOXO-
KHX Kazauuch Marde, nqoopee. Eit 3axotenoch ObITh OMHOM U3 HUX — OOBIYHOM JEBYIIIKOM, KOTOpast
UZIET Ha CBUJAHUE C JIOOMMBIM, a HE Ha JIeJIOBOW Y)KHH C YeJIOBEKOM, Ubl0 CMEpPTh OHA TUIAHUPYET.

TeaTp onepsl u Gasieta BCTPETHII UX JIOCTPAMH, MPaMOPOM U TOJIIIOW HApsITHBIX Jiioziei. Bepa
YyBCTBOBasa ceOsl CAMO3BAaHKOW B MAaTePUHCKOM OOPIIOBOM IUIAThe U UyKOM mapde, KOTOphIii OHa
BepHyJsa Asiekcero y Bxona. OH otaan mapd rapaepoOImKy BMeCTe CO CBOMM NaIbTO, M OHH MPOIILTH
B 3pUTENIbHBIN 3aJl.

Wx okxa Obl1a Ha BTOPOM sIpyce, ¢ OTJIMYHBIM 0030pOM Ha ClieHy. Bepa cena, Ajiekceid psaom.
3aHaBec ellé He MOJHSIM, OPKECTpP HAacTpauBaJl MHCTPYMEHThl — pa3HOTOJIOCHIA TYJ, KOTOPBIN
MOCTETNEHHO CTUXAJI, KOrJAa AUPUKEDP MOTHSUIT AJIOUKY.

Cger norac. 3aHaBec NOIUIBLIT BBEPX.

«JlebenuHOe 03epo» — OaieT, KoTophiii Bepa Buaena onyH pas B AeTCTBe, ¢ oTrioM. OHa MouTH
HUYEro He MOMHIJIA, TOJBKO OeJTble MauKy ¥ My3bIKy YallKOBCKOTO — MPOH3UTENBHYIO, IEMSIIYIO,
TaKyl0 KpPacHBYIO, YTO XOTEJIOCh IUIaKaTh. Terneph OHa cuesa psaoM ¢ AJIeKCeeM M Clyliaia 3Ty
e My3bIKY, HO 4yBCTBOBaJIa coBceM Apyroe. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa €ro MPUCYTCTBHE — TBEPIOE, HEMo-
IBUXKHOE, KaK KaMeHb. OH He IIeBEeJIIICS, He B3/IbIXall, He arutogupoBai. [Ipocto cMoTpern Ha clieHy
HEBUIAIIMMH IJ1a3aMH.

B anTpakTe K HUM NOIONLIH JTIoAu. MyKUYMHA B JOPOTOM KOCTIOME C JKEHIIMHON B OpHJUIMaH-
Tax. OHM TOBOPMIIN AJIEKCEI0 KOMIUTUMEHTBI, JKaJll PyKY, MO3/IPaBJIsuIv ¢ IOMOJIBKOW. Bepa ynbiOa-
J1ach — TOW caMo¥ (haJIbIIMBOM YJIBIOKON — M YyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK €€ JIMIIO 3aTeKaeT.

— QOuapoBareiipHasi HEBeCTa, — CKa3aJla JKeHIIMHA, OKUbIBasi Bepy B3missgom. — Bl Tak
MOJIOOBI. AJIEKCel, BaM IIOBE3JIO.

— MHe nose3sJio, — MoBTOpUJI AJiekceit poBHBIM rojiocoM. U B3sit Bepy 3a pyky. Onsith. Ero
MaJTbLIBI COMKHYJIMCh BOKPYT €€ JIaJOHH, ¥ OHA He oTAepHyna. Cxkana B otBeT. M300pasuia.

[Nocne anTpakTa Bepa nmouru He cMoTpena Ha ciieHy. OHa cMOTpesia Ha CBOM IaJIblIbl, Ieperiie-
TEHHBIE ¢ ero najgbiiamMu. U mymana: «Ckonbko eme tTakux BeuepoB? CKOJIBKO ené MPUKOCHOBEHUI ?
CkoJbKo eImné (hasbIIMBbIX YIBIOOK, IPEK/IE YeM 51 CMOTY BJIUTh B HETO s17»

Baner 3akonunsics o oBanuu. Bepa nmoxsionana — BeKJIMBO, 03 9HTY3Ma3Ma. AJIeKCel Toxe
noxJjionai. [ToToM OHM BBHIIIM HA YJIUILY, U XOJIOAHBIN BO3/AYX YAAPHUII B JIUIIO, OTPE3BIISIS.

— 4 orBe3y Bac 1oMOi, — cKazan AJIeKCei.

— He Hano. Mens BerperAr.
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— Kro? Baia nogpyra Ha crapoii maiunse?

— Jla. Hacrs.

— Omna Bac moout, — 3aMeTus1 Anekceil. — Xoporias moapyra. PenkocTs.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha Hero. B TeMHOTE ero JIMIO Ka3ajaoch BHICEYEHHBIM U3 TPAHUTA — OCTPHIE
CKYJIbI, TIPSIMOM HOC, TBEpAas uHus pra. Kpacusbiii. Xonoausii. OnacHbIi.

— CrioxkoiiHoU HOuM, AJIeKcel, — CKas3ajia OHa.

— CrnokoitHoi HouM, Bepa.

OH cen B «Mepceniec» U yexal. Bepa octanack ofHa y TeaTpajibHOTO noabesna. Yepes MUHyTy
noakatwia Hacrs Ha cBoéM «opre».

— Hy kak? — cnpocuna noapyra, korga Bepa 3a0panack B Mammny. — Youna yxe?

— Iloka Her, — otBeTwia Bepa. — Ho ckopo.

— Hlyuy. He youna. Ho 4yTh He 3aymmia cOOCTBEHHOM (PasIbITMBOM YIIBIOKOM.

Hacrs xmbIkHYa M Haxauia Ha ra3. Beio gopory nomoit Bepa monmvasa, rsins B okHo. OHa rpo-
Kpy4MBaja B TOJIOBE TN JHS: €r0 XOJOAHYIO JIAIOHb, PACCKa3 MPO yMEPIIYIO AeBYIIKY, «OnuH
JIoMa» B IyCTOM KuHoTearpe. Eii xoTenoch, YToObl OH OKa3ajcsi MOHCTPOM Oe3 eIMHOro YyesioBeve-
ckoro kadectBa. Torma 6sut0 ObI Jierye. Torma oHa Obl He coMHeBaniach. Ho OH He ObLT MOHCTPOM.
On 6bu1 yenoBekoM. U 310 fenano BCE BO CTO KpaT CIIOKHee.

Jloma oHa CHsiJa TuIaThe, CTAHY/Ia Tyuiu 1 BeTana nof aynr. CMbeiBasia ¢ ceOs MakUsIK, TIPH-
KOCHOBEHHs, 3amax ero mapda. Boga Obl1a ropsyeid, Moyt OOKUTraloOIIei, M OHA CTOsIA O] HEeW,
MOKa He 3aKOHYMJIACh Topsivast BOJA.

Brliins u3 gyma, oHa nofonuia K komony. OTkpbuta Simuk. CBEPTKU ¢ OOIUTOJIOBOM U JIaH-
OBIIIAMU JIeKaJT Ha MecTe. [1o MOoMHOMyHusI OcTaBanach OHA HOYb. 3aBTpa OHA MPUTOTOBUT si. U
TOrIa OOpaTHOM JOporu He OyzerT.

Bepa nierna B moctenb, yKpbuIach OfISSJIOM M 3aKpbuia T71a3a. [lepea cHOM oHa mpoienTana B
MYCTOTY:

— IIpoctu mens, Januwi. § gomxkHa.

Jlyna 3a OKHOM ObUIa TIOUTH TOJHOM — OCTaBaJIaCh camasi MaJloCTh, OJVH J€Hb, YTOOBI CTATh
COBepIIIeHHO KpyTJyioi. Bepa ycHyina, u eii cHuics Anekceit. He lanvt. Anekceid. OH CTOsUT y OKHA B
e€ KOMHATe U CMOTpeJT Ha He€ TeM CaMbIM B3IJISIZIOM — XOJIOIHBIM, IyCThIM, PEHTTEHOBCKAM. A OHa
He MoIJIa ToreBenThes. Y uyBcTBOBasIa, Kak BHYTPH HE€ UTO-TO MEAJIEHHO, HO BEPHO MEHSIETCSI.

OHa e1g He 3HaJIa, YTO 3aBTPAIIIHSSI HOUb TIEPEBEPHET BCE.

W 4grto nonHoMyHME — He MPOCTO aCTPOHOMUYECKOE SIBJICHHE.

A HayaJio KOHIIa.
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I'naBa 4. Tpu kamin

Houb nosHoMyHUs BbIJAIaCh SICHOM, XOJIOAHOM Y TUXOM — TaKOW, KOTJia CJIBIIIHO, KaK MagaloT
3BE3[IbI, XOTsI HA CAMOM JIEJIE 3TO IPOCTO BETEP IIEBEIUT BETKH 3a OKHOM. Bepa He cnana. Ona cuaena
Ha KyXHe, CMOTpeJia Ha JIyHy, KOTopasi BUceJia IPSMO HAIlPOTHB OKHA, OOJIbIIasi, KENTast, MOX0oxKas
Ha XUPYPruvecKylo JIaMITy, ¥ KJaJla, KOrJa Yachl MPOObIOT MOIHOYb.

3a CBOIO )KM3Hb OHA HE COBEpUIAJIa HUYETO MO-HACTOALIEMY CTPALIHOrO. B neTcTBe OqHAK/IbI
paz0miia MaMUHY JIIOOMMYIO Ba3y M CBaJIMJIa Ha KOIIKY — KOIIKY TIOTOM BBITHAJIU Ha YJIUILY, ¥ OHa
nponaia. Bepa 1o cux nmop noMHWiIa 3TOT XOJIOJAOK B )KMBOTE, KOrJja MaTh KpAyasa, a OHa MoJTJaJia.
Ho 1o 6bu1a Menoub. [letckas Tpycocts. Ceituac Be€ nHave. Ceityac ot e€ MoTuaHusi 3aBUCea KU3Hb.

U cveprs.

Ha vacax 6b10 6€3 nmsaTHaAaTH ABeHaaaTh. Bepa BcTasa, 3aKriia Ha KyXHe TOJIBKO OTHY KOH-
(bopky razoBo¥ IIUTH — YTOOBI ObLT MaJIeHbKUI OTOHb, KAK B CTAPUHHBIX pelienTax. badyiika ropo-
puIia, YTO B MOJTHOJIYHHE HYKHO FOTOBUTH S]] IIPY KUBOM OTHE, MHa4Ye CWIIbl He Te. Bepa He Bepuia
B CHJIBI, HO pernuia coOmocTy putyai. Ha Besikuii ciryvai.

OHa nocrana u3 snyka cBEPTKU. bonnronoB — cepele, cMopileHHble KOpHH. JlaHapimm —
OeJible KOJIOKOJIBYMKH, MTOX0KHe Ha MUHHUATIOpHBIE (papdopoBble vareuku. CTeKISHHbBIN (hIaKkoH ¢
Y3KUM TOPJIBIIIKOM CTOSUI PSJIOM, BBIMBITHIM U IPOKUIIAYEHHBIM. Boga U3 pojHMKa, TEKyIIEro Ha
BOCTOK, ObUIa HaOpaHa emé quéM. Bepa che3uiia 3a ropoj, Halia pydei, KOTOpBIi JedCTBUTEILHO
TeK C BOCTOKA Ha 3amaj (OHa MpoBepwsIa 1Mo KOMIIacy Ha TesedoHe), M HaOpasia MOJ-JIMTPOBYIO
OyThUTKy. Bosia ObLia JiensiHoM, mpo3padHoil, Oe3 3anaxa. Bkyc — oHa nmonpo0oBaia — OOBIYHBINH,
TOJIBKO XOJIOZHEE OOBIYHOTO.

Ha yacax — gBeHaauarse.

Bepa nepekpectunack. OHa He Obl1a Bepylolleil, HO PyKU CIOXWIUCh camu. [lotom B3suia
CTYIIKY Y IECTUK — T€, KOTOPBIMH Oa0yIITKa MOJIOJIA CIIEIIUK, — ¥ BBICHITIAJIa TYy/Ia KOPHU OOJIUTOJIOBA.

Tosnoub okazanoch TpyaHo. KopHu ObLIA CYyXMMU, HO KECTKMMU, OHU TIPYKUHUJIH TIO]T TIeCTHU-
KOM, HE XOTeJIM MpeBpalarbes B MblUIb. Bepa gaBuia, nepetupaina, KpyroBbIMU JIBUKEHUSMU TTPU-
KHMMasa Ko JHy, MOKa pykKH He 3a0onenu. Yepes ecsiTb MUHYT B CTYIKE 0Opa30BAJICSl CEPOBATHIN
MOPOILIOK, MOXOXMI Ha 30;1y. OHa BHICHITIANA €r0 B CTEKJISIHHBIN (DJIAKOH.

3ateM — JiernecTKy JaHapima. [1atk mryk. Bepa oTcunTana ux, Kak AparorieHHOCTH, 1 Opo-
cuita Bo (piakoH. JlemecTky Jierm noBepx Mopolika, Oesble Ha cepoM, KpacuBble. OHa 3amiia Bcé
POIHUKOBO¥ BOJIO — POBHO CTOJILKO, YTOOBI MMOKPBITh CMECh. 3aKphljIa KPHIIIKON, BCTPSIXHYJIA.

CmMech 3aMyTHIIach, CTajla MyTHO-O€JIOH, Kak pa30aBIeHHOEe MOJIOKO. BHYTpH IiaBaim Kpo-
LIEYHBIE YACTHULIbI KOPHS U JIETIECTKH, KOTOPbIE ME/IJIEHHO HAMOKAaJIU, TEMHEIH, Tepsuii popMy. Bepa
nocraBia IaKOH Ha TIONOKOHHMK, YTOOBI JIyHa CBETHJIa Ha Hero. baOymika ropopuia: «Hacroit
JOJDKEH BIUTATh CBET MOJHOW JIyHBI, MHAYe OH OyIET IIPOCTO OTPABOM, a He MPOKJsATHEM». Kakast
pasHuIa — OTpaBa Wiu NpokJiATue? Pe3yabraT O1uH: CMEpTh.

OcraBajnoch 100aBUTh TP KaIlJIM TOTO, YETO KaJlbue BCETo.

Bepa cena Ha TaOypeTky, ycTaBuiaach Ha ¢iiakoH. Tpu karmm. Yero kaipue Bcero? babymika
ropopwiia 1po crpax. IIpo Bepy B mozei. [Ipo criocooHocTh uyBcTBOBaTh. HO Bepa He 3Hana, 4to
BbIOpaTh. OHa J0CTana JTHEBHUK, MepeunTala CTPaHUIly ¢ pelienToM B JecsThiid pa3. [Ipurnucok Ha
NOJISIX OBUTO HECKOJIBKO: KAJUTUT papruecKUM MOYEPKOM MPadaOKu AraThl — «JI00aBUTD CIIE3Y», APY-
I'MM TIOYepKoM, OoJiee pa3MalIiCThIM — «KPOBb U3 MaJIblia», U eI OJHUM, IIOUYTH HEPA300PUYMBLIM
— «TIepBbII BAOX peOEHKa.

Cnesy. Kposs. Bnox.

V Bepsl He ObU10 pebeHKa. KpoBb — Jierko, Ho GaHanbHO. A ciie3a? OHa MovTy He TUIaKasa.
PasBe uto B nepBble qHU nocnie cMveptH Janunna. Ho Te cé3bl ObUTH HACTOSIIMMU, BBIKKESHHBIMU
V3HYTpU ropeM. MoxeT, OH1 OJOWIyT?
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Ona B3ss1a (pr1akoH, noAHecna K miasam. [lombitanach 3amiakare — He HOJYy4YMIochk. [aza
OCTaBJIMCh CYXMMH, Kak Kojonen 6e3 Boasl. OHa nymaiia o [Janumnie, o ero yiabiOke, O TOM, Kak OH
IJ1aIuI1 e€ TI0 ToJIoBe, O MoKape, O TOM, YTO OH, BOBMOXKHO, 3BaJl €€ nepes cMepThio. Hudero. Cnes He
ob10. ['Ope mpeBpaTmiioch B KaMeHb, KOTOPBI JIeKall B IPYIM U HE JIaBajl AbIIIAaTh, HO HE BBIXOIUII
Hapyxy.

Torpa Bepa B3suta uronky. [TpoctepunmnszoBaiia e€ Haj ra3oBord KOH(OPKOM, MPOKOJIOiA MOAY-
HIEYKY YKa3aTeJIbHOrO Najiblia. BricTynuiia Kamis KpoBu — sIpKO-KpacHasi, xkuBast. OHa HAKJIOHWIIA
nasier] HaJl pJIakOHOM, BblIaBHJIa TpY Karuti. KpoBb ynasa B MyTHBIN pacTBOp, OKpacuiia ero B po3o-
BBIH LIBET, TIOTOM PACTBOPHWJIACH, U KUJIKOCTh CHOBA CTasla MyTHO-OEJION.

«Yero xaypue Bcero?» — Crpocuia oHa ceosl.

Kposu 6b110, He xaib. KpoBb BoccTaHaBiIMBaeTcsi. A BOT YEro-TO JIPyroro — MOXET, TOH
Bepsl, koTopas Obuta panbiie. CMEONEncs, JOBEpPYUBOW, CIOCOOHOM JIIOOUTH O€3 OIS IKY.

— 41 xepTBYyI0 coOOM, — TporenTtaia Bepa B mycrory. — Crapyio cebs. Ty, koTopas Bepuia
B CIPaBEIJIMBOCTb.

®akoH CTOSUT Ha MOJIOKOHHUKE, U JTyHa CBETUJIa CKBO3b HETO, OTOpackiBasi Ha CTEHY MPUYY/-
JIMBYIO TEHb — YTO-TO BPOZE KeHCKoro npoguis. Bepa cMoTpena Ha 3Ty TeHb M UyBCTBOBaJIa, Kak
BHYTPH He€ uT0-TO 0OpbiBaeTcsl. He 6ombHO. TrumHa. Kak OyaTo OTKITIOUMIIN 3BYK.

Omna npocuena Tak 10 IBYX HOUH, TIOKA HACTOM HEe MPUOOPEN HYKHBIN 1IBET — OJIe/IHO-30J10-
THCTHIN, KaK Y HEKperKkoro 4asi. [ToroM 3akpbiia (hiakoH KPBIIIKOM, yOpasia B SIIMK KOMO/A, a KJTI0Y
CHOBA IOJIOKMJIA TIOJT TIOYIIKY.

S roros.

Tenepp ocTaBajoch camoe TpyAHOE: OICHTaTh ero Asiekceo. U caenarh 3To Tak, 4TOOBl HUKTO
HE 3aroJ03puIl.

Bockpecenbe npomuio B TaArydyem 6e3nerictsur. Bepa He BhIXOQMIA M3 I0Ma, HE OTBEYasa Ha
3BOHKM MaTepy (Ta 3BOHMJIA ILIECTb pa3), He eJia, MoyTH He nuia. OHa cujena Ha IMBaHe, CMOTpeJa
B CTEHY TEppaKOTOBOIO liBeTa U JyMmana. [lmaH co3peBasl MOCTENEHHO, KakK IUIOA, KOTOPbIA HEJb3s
COpBAaTh paHbllIe BPEMEHHU.

OHa He MorJ1a MPOCTO MOACHINATS 571 B 00K AJIEKCelo Ha JTIOASX — CITUIIKOM pUCKoBaHHO. He
MOIJIa C/IeNIaTh 3TO y HEro JioMa — He 3HaJIa, IJIe OH JKUBET, U He OblIa Tyja npurainiena. OcraBajcs
BapuWaHT: ux o0mmue odeibl, YKUHbI, BcTpeurd. OHa I07KHA BOWTH B JJoBepHe. JomkHa cTaTh Takoi,
YTOOBI OH HE CJIe/IIT 32 Hell, He MPOoBepsil, He TOI03peBall.

JI7151 3TOro HYXKHO OBUIO UTPATh JIyUIIIe.

Bepa nopomnua k 3epkaily, nocMoTpesyia Ha CBOE€ orpaxeHue. [lon rmazamMmu — TeHU, B3N
— notyxumid. OHa He BHIIVIAAENA KaKk cuacTivMBasi HeBecTa. Beirsaaena Kak KeHIMHa, IoTepsBIIasi
CMBICH KU3HU. Tak He MOUIET.

Ona HaHec/a TOHAJIBHBIN KpeM, TIO[BeNIa I71a3a, HaKpacuia TyObl. YIIBIOHyIach — TPEHUPO-
BOuHO. [Tomyumitocs Jydiie, yem BYepa. YiblOKa OblTa IOUTH KHUBOM.

— ToI akTpHCca, — cKa3ajia OHa CBOEMY OTpakeHHI0. — TBOsI posib — BIIOOJIEHHAST HEBECTA.
CeIrpaii Tak, 4toObl oayuuth Ockapa.

B nonesenbHUK yTpom no3BoHUI AJiekceil. Bepa ynuBuiach — OH He MPOU3BOJMII BIleYaTie-
HUS YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPbIi 3BOHUT caM. OOBIYHO TaKkKe, KaKk OH, HAHUMAIOT CeKpeTapex.

— JloGpoe yTpo, — ckazas oH O6e3 mpuBeTcTBUsL. — Kak BbI ce0s1 4yBCTBYeTe mociie cyo00ThI?

— Hopmaieno, — otBetmia Bepa. — A BbI?

— 4 Toxe. VY MeHs K BaMm mpe[jioxkeHue. B cpeny BeuepoM y MeHs /1€JI0BOU YXUH. BymayT
naptHEpH U3 ['epmanun. f Obl XOTEIN, YTOOBI BBI TPUCYTCTBOBAJIH.

— B kauectBe koro? Heectbi?

— B kauectBe Moeil HEeBeCTbl. DTO YKpenuT Mou NMo3uluu. CeMelHbINl YeJIOBEK BbI3bIBAET
OoblIIe 10BEpHUs.
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Bepa nmomonmyana. JIenoBoi y)KUH — 3TO BO3MOXHOCTb. Jltogu OyayT MuTh, €CTh, BOSMOKHO,
KTO-TO MPeIOKUT TocT. OHA CMOKET He3aMETHO JOOABUTh HECKOJIBKO Kartesib sia B O0Kal AjieKkces.
Hacroii Ob11 TOTOB, OHA HOCHJIA €T0 ¢ COOON B MaJIeHHKOM (DJIaKOHE, CIPSTAHHOM B OTIEJICHUU JIJIsI
MOMa/Ibl.

— Xoporuo, — ckazana oHa. — I npuny.

— Otmuno. S mpunumo 3a BaMu MalllmHy B ceMb. [Ipecc-Kojq — BeYepHUIl.

— Ilonsna.

Ona noBecuia TpyOKy 1 IIOUYBCTBOBAJIA, Kak cepate 3admioch ObicTpee. He ot BonmHenus. Ot
npeaBkymenus. [lepast BO3MOkHOCTh. OHa IOJKHA €10 BOCTIONb30BAThCS.

Bropauk Bepa nmocsitiiia nogrotoBke. OHa che3auiia B TOPTOBBIH IIEHTP, KyIUia BeYepHee
1aThe — YEPHOE, CTPOroe, ¢ JUIMHHBIMU pyKaBaMu 1 KapMaHaMu. KapmaHsl ObUTH BaXXKHBI: B OJHOM
oHa cripsiuet (IakoH ¢ oM. [lnatbe cuieno uaeanbHo, Kak OyAToO CIIMTO Ha 3aka3. [IpopaBimuiia
ckazana: «Bel Oyzere koposneBon 6ana». Bepa nomymana: «Ckopee KOpoJeBOH IIOXOPOH».

Beuepom oHa ro3BoHMIa Oa0yIIKe.

— ba, g npurorosuna.

Balymika Moyana Tak J1o1ro, uro Bepa nomgymarna — cBsisb 000pBaJiach.

— 41 3Ha10, — HaKoHell ckazasia 6adymika. ['omoc e€ ObUT TUXUM, ycTambIM. — $ dyBCcTBOBaIA.
JlyHa Buepa Obl1a KpaCHOM.

— Kpachoii? — Bepa BoirnisiHyna B OKHO. JIyHa Obli1a OOBIYHOM, KETTOM.

— V Hac, B iepeBHe, Obuta KpacHou. [Tnoxoii 3Hak. Bepa, Tl yBepeHa?

— 41 yBepena, 6a. 3aBTpa y MeHsI OyJieT BO3MOXHOCTb.

— He toporuicek. Cmotpu B 06a. Takue moau, kak Kopcakos, He mporiaior ommook. Ecim on
3aroI03pUT — ThI TpoTIAJIA.

— He 3anono3pwur.

— Jlaii Oor.

Onu nonpornranvcs. Bepa nexana B KpoBaTu, CMOTpesa B MOTOJIOK U IPOKPYUYHMBajia B TOJIOBE
3aBTpamHuid Beuep. OHa mpe/cTaBuia, Kak MOAXOAUT K AJieKkcelo ¢ O0KajioM, Kak OTBJIEKAeT ero
pasroBOpoM, Kak KamaeT Tpy Karui s1a B BUHO. Kak oH nbér. Kak Huuero He 3amedaer. A 4yepes
COPOK JIHEW — YMUPAET.

Ona oKHa OblIa 9yBCTBOBATh yAOBIeTBOpeHre. Ho 4yBcTBOBasa TONBKO MYCTOTY.

B cpeny B cemb Beuepa UEpHBIN «Mepcesiec» Kaall y Moabe3ia. Bepa Bbllluia B HOBOM IUIAThE,
C YJIO’)KEHHBIMH BOJIOCAMHU M MAaKHUsDKEM — Ha STOT pa3 OHa clieyiajia ero cama, 6e3 rmoMoIy MaTepH.
[Monyunnock Heroxo. Bogurtens, MyKunHa JieT mATUAECATH B (pypaxKe, OTKpPbUI JBepity, U Bepa
ceJia Ha 3a/IHee CUJIEHbE.

PecropaH, rae mpoxoau yKuH, HasbiBasics: «I[IpoBaHC» M HAXOIWIICS B IIEHTPE rOpojia, B 3/1a-
HUM ObIBIIEW TUnorpacgpun. MHTepbep ObLT BbIIEpKaH B CTHIE (PPaHITy3CKOTO KAHTPH: JePEBSIHHBIC
0aJIK¥, KOBaHbIe CBETUJIHUKM, OYKETHI JJaBaH bl B ITIMHSIHBIX TOpIIKax. Bepa Bomuia B 3ai1, rie yxe
CHJENY 32 ITTMHHBIM CTOJIOM HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBeK. AJIeKcel IOTHSIICS, TIOIOIEN K Held, B3sUI 3a PYKY.

— BbI pekpacHo BHIMIALUTE, — CKa3aJl OH. THXO, TOJIBKO /15 HEE.

— Cnacubo, — orBetriia Bepa, crapasich roBOpUTh Kak MOXKHO €CTECTBEHHEE.

OH nipesicTaBuII €€ TOCTSIM: JIBOE€ MYKYMH B IOPOTUX KOCTIOMAX, *KEHIIIMHA C KOPOTKOW CTPHIK-
KO ¥ MacCHBHBIMU cepbramu. Hemiipl. OHY rOBOPHITH MO-aHITIMIACKY C CUIIBHBIM aKIIEHTOM, HO Bepa
MOHUMAJIA: e€ aHTJIMACKUI OBbLIT XOPOIII.

— Mos HeBecta, Bepa, — ckazas Anekceid. — ApPXUTEKTOP.

— O, apxutekTop? — OXMBHWIACH KEHIIIMHA. — DTO TIpeKkpacHo! Bel paboTaeTe HaJy KAKUMU-
TO IIPOEKTaMu ?

— Ila, — Bepa ysbIOHynach CBOEH HOBOM YJIBIOKOH. — B OCHOBHOM — KHUJIble KOMIUIEKCHI.
Ho meuTaio o pecraBpaiiyy crapbix 31aHHA.

— ¥V Anekcest OTIMYHBIN BKYC, — 3aMETHJI OMH U3 MYX4rH. — VI B Ou3Hece, 1 B KEHIIMHAX.
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Bce 3acmesnch. Bepa Toxe 3acMestiach, XOTs ITyTKa Obuia TTockoi. OHa cena psagaoM ¢ AJiek-
ceeM, ¥ O(DUIIMAHT TIOCTABWII Tiepe]l Hell OOKas ¢ OeIbiM BUHOM.

— 41 He mpl0, — CcKa3aja OHa THXO.

— CerogHst MOXHO, — oTBeTHJT AJiekceil. — 10 «Illadmm», oueHp xoporiee.

Bepa nokavasa ronoBoit:

— 4 3a pyném. Y MeHs cBOs MallIMHA.

Ha camom jnene oHa mpuexana Ha «Mepceaece», HO AJiekcell He cTajl criopuTb. OH KUBHYI
opUIMaHTY, U TOT yOpas OoKaJl, 3aMEeHUB €ro Ha COK.

Yxun TAHYJICA JOJTO. FOBOpI/IJII/I O KOHTpAKTaXx, MOoCTaBKax, JIOTUCTUKE — CKYYHLIC BCIIU, OT
KoTOpbIX Bepa otkimovanace. OHa cieania 3a AnekceeM, jxana MoMenTa. OH T BUHO — KpacHoe,
M3 MacCUBHOTo OOKasia. 3a J1Ba yaca OH OITyCTOIIMI TpH Ookana. Kaxaplil pa3, Korga oH OTBJIEKaJICs
Ha pa3roBop ¢ Hem1aMu, Bepa tsaHynach K iakony B kapmane. Ho uro-To e€ ocranaBimsaino. Ctpax?
N comuenue?

Haxkoner, korjaa noganu necept, Ajiekcel BCTall, “3BUHUJICS U BHIILEI B TyasieT. bokas ¢ BUHOM
OCTaJICSl Ha CTOJIe — HAIOJIOBUHY TMOJHBIN. Bepa ornsiaenach: HeMIlbl YBICUEHHO OOCYK AU YTO-TO
MeXKIy COOOM, KeHIIMHA ¢ KOPOTKOM CTPHIKKOW cMoTpelna B TenedoH. Hukro He obpaman Ha Heé
BHUMAHU.

Ona pocrana gakoH. OTkpyTria Kpbliky. Tpu karm. Beero Tpu karumm.

E€ pyka apornyna. B ronose 3a3Byyan ronoc 6adymku: «Tel roTOBa MOTEPSITH YacTh ce0s1?» U
ronioc [lanuwmna u3 cHa: «Thl yke 1aeKko.

Ona yOpana ¢akon oOpaTao B kapmaH. He ceituac. CumiikoM puckoBaHHO. CIUIIIKOM MHOTO
mozei. CauiikoMm.

Anekceit BepHYJICS Uyepes MATh MUHYT, CeJl Ha MeCTO, O BUHO. Bepa cMoTpena, Kak JBU-
JKETCS €r0 KagblK, KaK OH cTaBUT OoKasl Ha croil. JKusoi. [Toka KuBOM.

Omna nouyBcTBOBasia ooOnerdenue. M cpasy — otBparieHue k cede. Uro ona nemaer? OHa
JoJDkHA OblTa 100aBUTh s/1. JlomkHa Oblla HaYaTh OTCUYET. A OHA CTPYCHUIIA.

— Bu1 B nopsiike? — cripocuit Asiekceid, 3aMeTUB €€ B3I

— [Ha. ITpocro 3agymanace.

— O uém?

— O pa6ore. HyXHO caaTh MPOEKT 0 KOHIIA HEJIeITH.

OH KMBHYJI, He 3a/1aBasi JIMIITHAX BOIIPOCOB. Bepa BeIIOXHYA. YKUH 3aKOHYMJICS OKOJIO OJIUH-
Ha/IaTh. AJjiekcel BbI3Ba /1151 He€ TaKCH (OHa 0TKa3aslach OT «Mepceiecar», CKa3aB, UTo XOUeT cama),
¥ OHM TIOMPOIIAJIMCH y BXO/IA B PECTOPaH.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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