A H H WFSOsISARTE (K Y

¥ie

—"’W"

~—

OCPEIOTOYME

W

“ [ 1§

ol

.1
o\t

Hydhs -
=" A e, it

AAXE YYAOBUILE MOXET BbITh CBATbBIM, |



AHHU DMUHECKY

Cocpenoroune 3J1a

«ABTOp»
2026



IMHUHECKY A.

Cocpenorounie 31a / A. DIMuHECKYy — «ABTOp», 2026

OHM NpUIILTY Ka3HUTH uynoBuile. OHU OCTaINCh, YTOOBI criacTu e€.l'eproruts
(pon Puxapn - camoe HeHaBucTHOE uMsi B imniepun. 7Kectokasi, BRICOKOMEpPHas,
OeccepaeuHasi. IMeHHO Tak OMUCHIBAIOT €€ CTOIUYHbIE ra3eThl. IMEHHO mosToMy
WmMriepatop OTIpaBisieT Ha 10T CBOIO JYUIIYIO TPOVKY: KallUTaHa TBapIuH,
NEPBOCBSAILIEHHMKA U T71aBy Maros.Ho 1mpaBaa oka3biBaeTcs CJIOKHEE, YEM OHU
MOTJIY TIPEJICTABUTD. 3a 3aKPhITBIMU JBEpsAMU 3aMKa Actpup ¢hoH Puxapa Bener
BOMHY, O KOTOPOU HUKTO He 3HaeT. Ml Me[IJIeHHO cropaeT paau JIIJeu, KOTOpbIe
npe3upaioT e€.Korjga Mmacky najaor, a TallHbl paCKPbIBAIOTCS, YETBIPEM MY KUUHAM
MPEJCTOUT CIeaTh BHIOOP: BEPHYThCS K CTAPOM KU3HU UJIM OCTAThCS PSIAOM C
’KEHIIMHOW, KOTOpasi HAyYlia UX, 4TO Jake YyJOBHUIIE MOKET ObITh CBSITHIM.
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AHHH IMHUHECKY
Cocpeaoroune 3ja

I'maBa 1

T'oBopAT, y ABsIBOJIA MTPEKPACHOE JIMLIO, XOJOJHOE CEepALle U UM, KOTOpoe OaropoJHble roc-
nozga Mimnepun ey T co CMeChIo ykaca 1 oTBpauieHus. I'eprorunsa ¢pon Puxapa.

B razax cronuiel oHa OblTa dynoBuieM. JKeHIMHOM, KOTopast cociiaia COOCTBEHHOTO Oparta
B OE3KM3HEHHBIE CEBEPHBIC IIAXThl, OOJIOKMIA I0KHBIE TIPOBHHIMN HETIOABEMHBIM HAJIOTOM U KaK
MIOrOBapyBalIy B KyJyapax JBOpLA, JIMYHO 000pBasia KU3Hb CBOETO OTLIA, BEJIMKOTO IepIiora, MOJIChI-
1aB 5] B ero BeyepHUil KyOok. O e€ KeCTOKOCTH Cllarajiy JIereHpl, €€ BHICOKOMEPUEM yTajy Hero-
CIIyILIHBIX JIETEeH, a €€ pe/lKue MOSBICHHUS B CBETE COMPOBOKAAIUCH 'POOOBOI THIIIMHOM.

Cromuna npasgHoBaia enb Ounienus. He6o Hajg MMIepaToOpcKUM JBOPLIOM B3PBIBAJIOCH
SAPKMMHA MarM4eCKUMM OTHAMH, Pa3HOLIBETHBIE MCKPBI OTPAXAJINCh B THICAYAaX OKOH, 32 KOTOPbIMHU
IOCTH B JOPOTMX Hapsaax MWJIM BUHO M TaHUEBAJIM 1O ynagy. B Bo3myxe maxjo kapeHbIM MsCOM,
CJIAIKMMHU JyXaM{ W Npa3gHAYHON JIoXKbl0. Ho B camoM ceprue JBOpIa, 3a 3aKpBITHIMU JBEPAMU
KOPOJIEBCKOTO COBETA, LIAPWJI IOIyMpakK, NaxXHYIIUNA BOCKOM U Ha3pEBAIOIIEN BOWHOM.

Yetsipe camble BIUATENbHbIE (pUrypbl VIMniepuy CKJIOHWINCH HaJl KAPTOM CEBEPHBIX 3EMEJIb.

— E€ amOunum nepenum Bce rpaHulibl, — IIyxo npousaéc nvnepatop Cenecruan. ®uore-
TOBBII CBET MarMYeCKUX JIaMIl MOAYEPKUBAII OCTpbIe, Oe3yrpevHble yepThl ero jauua. OH KpyTuil Ha
najblie NepcTeHb ¢ MeYaThio — HepBHAsI MIPUBBIUKA, KOTOPYIO OH MO3BOJISUI ce0e TOJIBKO B TPUCYT-
CTBHM CaMBbIX IOBEpEHHBIX Jofe. — CeBep UCTOIEH. MOM NINMUOHBI TOK/IAABIBAIOT YTO OHA CTPOUT
TaM 4TO-TO, HaTIOMUHAlOIIlee BOeHHBIE YK peruienus. Ecim reproruns nogaumer 6yHTt, Mmmnepust pac-
Kosiercs HajgBoe. OHa JIokHa ObITh Ka3HEHa.

— LlepkoBb noaaepkuUT KOpoHy, Bame BennyectBo, — pasgaiics TUXUM, IOYTH TUITHOTAYE-
ckuii rosoc Minas. IlepBOCBAIIEHHUK CUAEN YyTh M0OJAJIb, €r0 UIMHHBIE MeleIbHO-cepeOpucTbie
BOJIOCHI OTJIMBAJIM B MOJIyMpAaKe, a TOHKUE MaJIblibl B CEPbIX MepYaTKax ObUIM MOJMTBEHHO CJIOKEHbI
y mmna. Ero romyOble ri1a3a, Bceraa Ka3aBImecsi KPOTKUMHU, CETOIHST ObUT OCTPBIMU KaK JIE3BHS. —
Ot He€ Beer rpexoM U Temon. Sl 4yBCTBYIO, Kak yBsAAaeT cBATas 3eMiIsd 1oj €€ Horamu. E€ myma
YepHa U KOCTEP CTaHET ISl HE€ MUWJIOCEPANEM.

— Kocrép? Kak HenmpakTHuHO, — ycMexHyJics PaiiBeH, JJeHMBO MokaunBasi B pyke OOKaj ¢
BUHOM. B ero TEMHBIX, JUIMHHBIX BOJIOCAX MI'PAJA OTCBETHI IUIAMEHH, a KPOBABO-KpACHBIE IJIa3a C
BEPTUKAJIBHBIMU 3payKaMu ONACHO Cy3WInCh. [ 1aBa Marnyeckoit baitHu He Bepuil B 00roB HO BEpUJT
B ciuty. OH ObUT KPacuB TOM ONTACHOM, OPOCKO KPAcOTOM, KOTOpasi 3aCTaBJIsiia JIIofIeil HEPBHO OTBO-
auTh B3IsAA. — OJHAKO $ COIvIaceH C OAHUM: €€ Marus crpaHHas. OHa OJIOKMpPYeT MO MOUCKOBBIE
3aKJIMHAHMS HAa TPaHULAX CBOMX 3eMellb. MHe YepTOBCKM MHTEPECHO Y3HATh, YTO 3TA KEHIIMHA ITPs-
YeT I0J CBOMMH I00KamMH. $1 TMYHO 3aiiMyCh €€ TOIpPOCOM.

— Jlomnpoca He MoTpedyeTcs, ecu OHa OKaKET COMPOTUBIIeHHe, — oTuekanma Kapaun. Karnu-
TaH UMIIEPATOPCKOM I'BapAMY CTOSLT y OKHA, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha rpyau. Tskénas OpoHs TUXO 3BSKHYJIA,
KOTJJa OH MOBEPHYJI rosioBy. CBeTIible BOJIOCH ObUT HEOPEKHO pacTpeNaHsbl, a cepble I71a3a CMOTPEJIH
KECTKO Y MPSAMOJIIMHENHO — B3IJIsA]] YeJI0BEeKa, KOTOPBIH IPUBbIK BUAETh MUP B UEPHO-OEJIbIX TOHAX.
— Moi1 oTpsz TOTOB BBICTYIIUTh Ha paccBeTe. 51 mpuBe3y €€ ToJI0By €C/IM OHA OTKAXETCS CHATBCS.
Jlns npenaresnel 3akoHa Y MEHS HET KaJIOCTH.

Wmniepatop MeayieHHO OOBEN B3IVISAIOM TPOMX MYK4uH. Kakaplii M3 HUX ObUI OpyXKUEM —
OTTOYEHHBIM, CMEPTOHOCHBIM, ITpeAaHHbIM. W Bce Tpoe Obliiv HarpaBjieHbl IPOTHB OXHOM JKEHIIMHBI.

— 41 natro Bam Tpoum Tpu JHSA, — cKazas CeJleCTHaH U B €ro rojioce 3a3Bydalla CTajlb, KOTOPYIO
OH PEJKO MO3BOJIAI CbILATh NoAgaHHeIM. — Haiigurte nokaszarenscra. Ecin Halinére — Ka3HuUTE
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Ha Mecte. Ecii HeT... — OH 3aMoJTJalt CKaB MepCTeHb TaK, YTO MOOEeNeNn KOCTAIKY, — s IpUoyLy
nryHo. S cam perty e€ cyap0y.

Cynp0a reprioruau ¢oH Puxapn Oputa perreHa.

B TOT %€ camblil MOMEHT, 32 COTHM MIJIb OT CTOJIMILIBI, B TEMHOM KaOMHETEe CTaporo 3aMka (hoH
Puxaps, «aygoBHIIEe» CHIENO 32 CTOJIOM, 3aBaJICHHBIM YepTeKaMU U Marn4ecKUMH (popMyIaMu.

Cgeua Joropasia, OIUIBIBIIMM BOCK CTEKaJl MO cepeOpssHOMY TMOICBEYHUKY, Opocasi IJTMHHBIE
TEeHH Ha OJie/THOe, yCTaBIlIee JIMIO reploruHu. E€ naiblipl MIcnaykaHHbIe B YEPHUJIAX U CakKe OT 3aIlUT-
HBIX aMYJIETOB, APOKAJIM OT NepeyTomiieHus1. [lepes Hell Jiexaia pacKpbiTasi KHUTA B BETXOM KOXa-
HOM TIeperiéTe — OJHA U3 TeX, KOTOpbIe B CTOIMYHON OMOIMOTEKE YMCIMINCH KaK «yTpaueHHbIE»
BOT yKe JIeT MAThAECIT. ACTpU/I BOPOBaJa UX, BBIKYIaa Y YEPHBIX TOPTOBIIEB, BRIIPAIINBAJIA Y YMU-
paroIIX MaroB — JTIIOOBIM CITOCOOOM TOOBIBAJIA 3HAHM S, KOTOPBIE MOTJIU CIIACTH €€ 3eMJIH.

Ha xonensix, mop rpymoi Oymar Jiexan TalHbIi OTUYET, TIepeJaHHbIi €l BEpHBIM YEJIOBEKOM C
fora. CKBepHa, UayIas u3-3a ropHoro xpedra 3emelsb Puxaps, nomkHa Obula yaapuTh 1O TPOBUH-
1AM yepes nosroga. Camo 3710 3aTansioch B CTApbIX MIAXTax, Ie J0ObIBAIM PyLy elIé MpH mpajene.
Tawm, B riryOuHe, B TEMHOTE, I7Ie HUKOTJJa He TOpeJ CBET, APeBHEe MPOKJISITHE MPOCHINATIOChH, MUTASICh
Maruei, CTpaxoM 1 CMEpThIO.

Hanoru, kotopbie oHa 3a0upaja y KpecThbsiH ke ObUTH IIepeBeIeHbI Ha 3aKyTIKY 3epHa B COCe/l-
HEM KOopoJieBCcTBe. «BoeHHbIe yKperuleH!sl» O KOTOPBIX JOHOCHIIM IIIMHUOHBI, HA CaMOM JieJie SIBJIs-
JIUCh Marn4ecKMMH OapbepaMy CIOCOOHBIMU CAEPXKATD 3apasy. A e€ «CeKPETHbIE UCCIIEIOBAHUS» —
9TO MOUCK JIEKAPCTBa, KOTOPOE MOIJIO Obl OCTaHOBUTH CKBEpHY JI0 TOTO, KaK OHa IMOIJIOTUT TEPBbIe
JepeBHHU.

AcTpup 3Hana, 4To e€ HeHaBUAAT. 3Haa, yTo MiMriepaTtop roToBUT apmMuio. 3Haja, 4to e€ coo-
CTBEHHOE UMsI CTaJI0 CHHOHHUMOM 3J1a B YCTaX TeX, KOro OHa neiTajiack cnactu. Ho y He€ He ObL10 Bpe-
MEHHU OOBSICHATBCS, ONPABABIBATHCS WM TUIaKaTh. Ha e€ mievax jexana sku3Hb MIJUTMOHOB JIIOZIEH,
KOTOpBIE JIAXKe HE JOTaIbIBAJIUCh UTO UX «Iajauy» — UX €JMHCTBEHHBIN CIIACUTEb.

Oma cienana IJIOTOK OCTHIBIIETo Yasi — TOpbKOro, 0e3 caxapa, KOTOpbId OHA He 3aMeTuia Obl,
naxe eca Obl OH ObLT IPUTOPHO-CIaAKUM. [lepeBepHyia CTpaHuUIly U THXO MPOU3HECTA B MyCTOTY
KOMHATBI:

— IlycTb cuuTatoT MeHs 3710/1elKol. [ 1TaBHOE — YTOOBI OHHM BBUKHIIH.

3a OKHOM BbLIa (heBpasibcKasi Bbiora. CHer OWICs B CTEKIIA, BETEp 3aBbIBAJI B KAMUHHBIX TPyOax
U T/Ie-TO BHU3Y, B JIepEBHE, KPECThsiHE 3a0MBaJIH MOCIIEAHUIA CKOT U MOJIMJIUCH APEBHUM OOram, He
Be/1ast YTO UX MOJIUTBBI YK€ YCIIBIIIAHBI — IPOCTO OHU MPHIIUTH B OOJIUKE TOM, KOTO OOSTUCH OOJIbIIe
camoil CKBEPHBI.

AcTpujl OTJIOKUJIA TIEPO U TIOTEPJIA MIEPEHOCUILY JBYMs NayibliaMu. [J1a3a calHWIO OT Harpsi-
JKEHUsI — OHa He CIajia yke TPeThU CYTKH. B ronose mynbcupoBania Tyrnas 00jb, a repeq riazamu
MHOT/IA TUTBLTMA TEMHBIE NisATHA. OHa 3HaJIa, YTO 3TO — TOCJEACTBHSI UCTOIIEHUs. 3Haa, YTO €CIIU He
OCTQHOBHTCSI, TO TIPOCTO YNAAET ¥ BOZMOXHO OoJbIIie He BcTaHeT. HO OCTaHOBUTHCS OBIIIO HEJB3SI.

Paznancs Tuxuii CTyK B ABEpb — OCTOPOXKHBIN, IOUTH pOOKUi. B KabuHeT GeciiryMHO CKOJIb3-
HyJa JTotus1, HeMoozast )KeHIIMHA C MTPOCEAbIO0 B PIKUX BOJIOCAX M TOOPHIMH IM1a3aMu. B pykax oHa
Jeprkajia MOJHOC C AbIMSAIIENCS TapeIKou.

— Musiein, — THXO CKa3asa OHA, CTaBsi IOIHOC Ha CBOOOMHBIN Kpail cToNla, — BaM HY:KHO
noectb. Vnm XoTs1 Obl BBIIUTH OyJIbOH. BB TpeTHil IeHb HUYEro He eu.

— Ocragb, Jliouusi, — He MOAHUMAs TOJOBH Opocwia ACTpuj, MPOAOIKas mucatb. — 51
3aHsATA.

— Munienu, — MOBTOpWIJIA TOPHUYHAS, HA 3TOT pa3 B €€ royioce MOCbIIanach TBEPIOCTD,
KOTOPYIO OHa PEJIKO TMO3BOJIsIA ceOe MposiBIAThL. — Eciu BBl ynagére, KTo 3aKOHIUT pacu€Thi? Kto
COXpaHUT Oapbepbl?
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AcTpuj] Ha MTHOBEHHME 3aMepla, 3aTeéM MEJIEHHO NOojHsIa rojoBy. OHa mocmoTpena Ha
Jlionuio — Ha 3Ty XKeHIMHY, KoTopas ciy:xuia JoMy ¢oH Puxapa nBauars e, Kotopas BUaesia
KaK [0Hasl TepIOrvHs, e/1Ba TIOXOPOHUB OTIIA MTPUHsLIAa Ha ce0s1 OpeMs, ciiomaBiiiee Obl TI0OOT0 Myk-
ynHy. Jlonys Obula OHOM U3 HEMHOTHX, KTO 3HAJ NpaBay. Y ogHOW U3 HEMHOTHX, KTO He Oosiics
TOBOPUTH €€ B JIULIO.

— ToI ipaBa, — TUXO cKa3ana AcTpuj, otoaBurast Oymaru u 6eps Joxky. — IIpocrtu. 4 npo-
CTO...

— 4 3Hato, Mmueu, — MsTKO niepeduna Jlionus. — Bel yeranu. Ho yeranocts — He 1moBoj
YMHUpATh C FOJIOAy.

AcTpuj cienana HECKOIBKO ITIOTKOB ropstyero OyJIbOHa M TETLJIO Pa3vIoCh IO TeJTy, BO3BpaIlast
e CrIocOOHOCTDH SICHO MBICTIMTh. OHA 3aKpblia I71a3a HA MTHOBEHHE, TTO3BOJIsIs ceOe 3Ty KPOIIEUHYIO
c1aboCTh.

— CeronHs U3 CTOJUIIBI MPUIILIO eMI€ OIHO MUCbMO, — THXO ckazania Jlouus. — Ero Benu-
YeCcTBO TpeOyeT Balllero JUYHOTO MPHUCYTCTBHS Ha Oaiy B yecTh s OunieHusl.

AcTpus ycMexHyJaach — TOpbKO, 6€3paloCTHO.

— Yrto0bI Bcst 3HATh MOTJIA MOIIA3€Th Ha YyIOBUIIE M IIPOBEPUTD, HE BRIPOCIIH JIM Y MEHsI pora?
Her, Jlronus. 51 He moeny. MHe HyKHO 3aKOHYHUTh PACUYETHI ISl BTOPOro OAPbepPHOTO KOJbIIA.

— Muusieniy, OHM MOTYT PEIINTh, YTO Bbl FOTOBUTE MSATEK...

— OHu 4 TaK B 3TOM yBepeHbl, — oTpe3aia Actpul. OHa NOAHSIIACh U3-32 CTONA, CBET CBEUU
BBIXBATUJI M3 MOIyMpaka e€ ¢purypy. B mpocrom T€MHOM 1j1aThe, O€3 €MMHOTO YKpaIlleHus], C KallTa-
HOBBIMH BOJIOCAMH KO€-KaK COOpPAaHHBIMH B HEOPEKHBIH MyYOK, OHa MaJIO TIOXOAMIIA Ha TY JIEISTHYIO
KOPOJIEBY, KOTOPYIO OIUCHIBAJIM B CTOIMYHBIX CIUIETHAX. — Kakas pasHuna, npueny s uim Het? Mx
yke OTIpaBUIM Ha ceBep. Moux nanaudeil. Tpoux cambix cuiibHbIX MyxuuH Mmnepun. Mmneparop
pEeLLwI, 4TO £ CTajla CIMIIKOM OIacHa.

Jlionyst B3OporHysa, modesieB Kak MojoTHO.

— Ho... oTkyna Bbl 3Haete, muienu?

— [lotomy utO 51 — repuoruns ¢oH Puxapn, — AcTpu NOBEpHY/IACh K OKHY, B OTPaKEeHUN
cTekia e€ cepeOpuCThIe I71a3a Ka3aiuch MOUTH MPO3pauHbIMU, Kak JIE Ha 3aMep3iieM o3epe. — 1
JOJKHA 3HaTh BCE. Jlaxke TO, 4TO MeHs YOBET.

CHapyx#, Ha I'paHuIle BlaJieHni 3aBbiBas Betep. Ho Tam, 3a ropamu, 6bu10 tuxo. [lomo3pu-
TEeJILHO TUXO. AcTpu] uyBcTBOBaja CKBEpHY KakI0# KJETKOM — OHa IyJbCHpOBaja B BO3IyXE, B
3emJie, B €€ cOOCTBeHHOH KpoBU. OHa HEBOJILHO KOCHYJIACh JIEBOTO 3aMSICThsI — MO PyKaBOM CKPbI-
BaJIach TOHKasl cepeOpsiHas 1ienb, KoTopasl yxke HauMHaia yepHeTh. CKBepHa MpOHMKaa ObicTpee,
YeM OHa PacCUUTHIBAJIA.

— Jlouusi, — rosoc ACTpu BAPYT CTajl THIIE, TIOYTH OE33alUTHBIM, U B HEM BIEpBbIC 32
JOJITHE TOIbI TIOCIIBIIIAIACH Ta YCTAJIOCTh, KOTOPYIO OHA HUKOIZA HE MOKa3blBajla IOCTOPOHHUM. —
Ecnu onu npuayT pabliie, 4eM s 3aKOHUY TPETUI Oapbep... THI 3HACIIlb, YTO JENaTh.

l'opH1uHas omycTuia rojgoBy, CKpblBasi CIE3bI.

— Jla, munenu.

— Xoporo. OctaBb MeHs.

JIBepb 3aKkpbUTach ¥ B KaOMHETe CHOBA HACTYNHJIA Ta OCOOEHHAsI TUIIIMHA, KOTOPasi OKPYKaeT
JMOAe, MPUBBIKIIUX ObITh OIMHOKMMH TPOTHB BCEr0 MUpa. ACTpU/ cella 0OpaTHO 3a CTON U B3sja
aMmyJsieT, HaJ KOTopbiM padotana nociaeanue auu. OH ObUT rpyObIM, HEKPACUBBIM — IPOCTO KYCOK
TOPHOI'O XpYCTaJisl, OIUIETEHHBIN KeJIE3HOM IPOBOJIOKOW, HA KOTOPOM OHA BbIllaparajia CUMBOJIbI,
YKpaJIeHHbIE U3 IpeBHUX KHUT. OHa 3HaJ1a, YTO STOT aMyJIeT, BOSMOXKHO, YObET €€ — CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO
CHJIBI TPeOOBAJIOCh, YTOOB! HAMMUTATH €ro COOCTBEHHOM XU3HEeHHOU sHeprueil. Ho npyroro criocota
cnepxuBath CKBepHY He ObLIO.

Ecnu st yMmpy — X0Ts1 ObI He 3psi.
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Actpuj cxajia amyJeT B JIQJOHU, YyBCTBYS, KAK OH BBICACHIBAECT M3 HEE TEIUIO, KaK XOJIO-
Hasl ycToTa pa3iuBaeTcs 1o BeHam. OHa 3akpbula miaza. PecHunpsl fporaynu. OHa Tak ycrana. Tak
ycTaja, 4To XOTeJIOCh MPOCTO JieUb U HE BCTaBaTb.

Ho no3Boimth cebe OTAbIX 3HAUMIIO TOANKCATh CMEPTHBIN PUTOBOP MUJITUOHAM.

[ToaTomMy OHa cHOBa OTKpbLIA IV1a3a, IepeBEPHYJIa JIUCT U MPUHSIIACH 32 PACUYETHI.

Ha paccBere, Kora cosHIie TOIbKO-TOIBKO MO30J0THIIO WM UMIIEPaTOPCKOro IBOpLA, TPOe
BCA/IHUKOB BbIEXAJIM U3 IJIABHBIX BOPOT.

Bnepenu — Kapnua Ha BOPOHOM KOHE, C MeUOM y Oefipa U JIeAsTHOW PEIIMMOCTBIO B CEPhIX
ra3ax. Psanom ¢ HuM, 4yTh noogais, exan Miaid, 4bM nenesbHble BOJIOCH Pa3BEBAIMCh HA BETPY,
KaK 3HaMs LIEpPKBU. 3aMbIKaJ oTpsi PaliBeH, KOTOpOMY MyTeIIEeCTBUE B Ce/ijie SIBHO OBUIO B TATOCTb.
OH npenoynTan Maru4eckue Mmoprajibl, HO UMIIEPATOp HACTOSUT HA TOM, YTOObl OHM NPUOBUIM B
repIOrcTBO HE3aMeTHO, Oe3 JIMIITHEN Maruu, KOTopasi Morjia Obl BCTIONOIINTh «IIPEIaTeIbHUILY».

— Ckaxu, KapnuH, — JIeHMBO MPOTSAHYJ Mar, KOrJja OHU Bbl€XajM 32 TOPOJICKUE CTEHBI, —
ThI KOra-HUuOyab Bujen e€? Bxuyio?

— Her, — KOpOTKO OTBETHJI KaluTaH, He 000paunBasich.

— A s Bugen. — PaiiBeH ycMexHyJICs, 00HAXKUB OCTPbIE KJIBIKH, ¥ €r0 BEPTUKAJIbHBIE 3pauKu
Ha MTHOBEHHUE PACIIMPUINCh OT yAOBOJIbCTBUA. — Ha KopoHauuu, Tpu roga Hazaj. CoBceM IoHas,
ner ceMHaaarh. OHa TaHIEBala C KAKUM-TO MapKH30M. YJIbIOanach. A TIOTOM OKa3ajioch, YTO Ha
ClIeyIollee yTpO 3TOT MapKu3 MOJKCAI KOHTPAKT Ha MOCTaBKY BCETO CBOETO 3€pHA B €€ MPOBUHIIUN
MoYTH 3a OecrieHOK. M HUKTO He MOT JI0Ka3aTh, YTO OHA €ro MpuHYsKaana. XuTpas JeBUyIIKa.

— IpsBon, — nonpaswi Wnait xonogHo. Ero ronoc 3By4yan poBHO, 6€3 MO, HO B HEM
YyBCTBOBAJIACh CTAJIbHASI YBEPEHHOCTh YEIOBEKA, KOTOPHIM MPUBBIK OTAENATH A00pO OT 371a. — He
neBouKa. [IpsSBOJ B )KEHCKOM OOIMYbE.

— Bo3moxno, — noxas miedamu PariBeH. — A MOXET U HeET.

— Tebe cTouT MeHblIIe HTHTEPECOBATHCS €10 U OOJbIlle — CBOEW MUCCUel, — oTdekaHu1 Kap-
auH. — MBI efleM Ka3HUTb TpeaTesIbHuUIly, Korjaa e€ BuHa OyueT nokasana. He ¢uocodcrBoBars.

PaiiBeH nuib XMBIKHYJI M 3aMOJTYAT HO B €r0 PyOMHOBBIX IJ1a3aX 3aKIJIOCh JIIOOOIBITCTBO —
TO CaAMO€, ONACHOE, KOTOPOE HE pa3 yxke MPUBOAUJIO €0 K HEOXKUIAHHBIM OTKPBITHSIM.

K nonynHio cnepyomiero 1Hs nei3ax U3MEHWIICS OKOHYATENIbHO. ['Opbl, BO3BBIIIAIONIMECS HA
CeBepe, Ka3aJluCh HE MPOCTO CKaJlaMH, a JPEBHUMU CTpakaMH, YbM BEPIIMHBI TEPSUIUCh B BEUHOM
TyMaHe. Bo3yX cTan HacTOJIBKO XOJIOIHBIM, YTO KaKJ0€ JbIXaHWe MPEeBpaIlajoch B map, a BETep,
Ka3aJI0Ch, POHU3BIBAT JJO KOCTEH.

Kapaun npuaepxai KoHs U yKa3all BOEpEN:

— Bnepenu mocr. Tocie Hero — equHCTBEeHHAas Aopora K 3amky ¢oH Puxap.

Hopora 3neck Obuta cTpaHHOR. OHa He ToXOoauIa Ha pa3OMThie TPAKTHI I0KHBIX MPOBUHIIUN.
Kamens ObL1 y10:xeH ueaabHO, 0e3 eTUHON TPEIUHBI, & B0 0O0UUH TSHYJIMCh HEBBICOKHE OTPaIbl,
MIOKPHITBIE MXOM, KOTOPBIF B 3TOM XOJI0J€ AOJKEH ObUT IABHO MOTMOHYTh, HO TIOYEMY-TO IBEL.

P»siiBen nmpuitypusics, B AbIBasCh B Jopory. Ero ria3a Ha MrHOBEHHE Cy3WIINCh, 3pauKU BEP-
TUKQJIBHO BBHITSHYJIUCh, BIUTHIBAsI MH(POPMAIIMIO, HEBUIUMYIO [Is1 OOBIYHOTO YesnoBeka. OH ocTaHo-
BUJI KOHSI M CIIPBITHYJI C CE/1JIa C HENTPUHY K IEHHOM Ipaliiel, KOTopasi Ka3aaach COBEPIIEHHO HEYyMECT-
HOU B 3TOM ITPOHU3BIBAIOIIEM XOJIOJE.

— C/IMIIKOM 4HCTO, — 33yMYMBO IIPOOOPMOTAJI OH, TIPOBE/sl PYKOHM B MepyaTke Mo Kpaio
KaMeHHO#1 orpa/ibl. [1asblibl CKOJIB3HYM [0 MXY, 3aT€M KOCHYJIMCh caMoro kKamHs. — CJIOBHO HOBOE.
[TocmoTpuTte Ha 3Ty Aopory. E€ He mpocTo mojiep:KuBaoT B XOPOIIEM COCTOSTHUM — 3a Hell yxa-
JKUBAIOT C MEJTAHTUYHON TOYHOCTHIO. B repriorcrse, KOTopoe sIKOOb THUET U3HYTPH, TAKUX JAOPOT HE
ObIBaeT.
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OH nozHsICS, OTPAXHYJI IEpUYaTKU ¥ IOBEPHYJICA K OCTAJIBHBIM. B ero riazax ropes XoIoaHbIi,
aHAJIMTUYECKUI UHTEPEC.

— JIn60 y 3TOro «MOHCTpa» OUeHb CTPAHHBIN CMIOCOO MPOSIBIATH CBOIO MOAJIOCTh, — MPOJOJI-
KU OH, — JIUOO KTO-TO 3[€Ch MTPOJEsIal OrPOMHYIO padoTy. Y Bpsia JIK 3TO ceIaar KpeCcThsiHE s
COOCTBEHHOTO YJOBOJIbCTBUSI.

Kapnun ornsinysncsi, HaXMypuB OpOBH.

— DTO MPOCTO XOPOIIIO MOCTPOEHHAsI Jopora, PaliBeH. DTo HUUYEro He 3HAYMT.

— O, 3T0 3HAUUT BCE, KANUTaH, — OTBETHJI Mar ¢ OCTPOM, TOHUMAIOIIEH ybiOKoi. — Tpu roma
Haz3aj e€ 3aJIWIM MAaHOMPOBOASIIMM PACTBOPOM BBICIIEr0 KayecTBa. B camoMm OelHOM repriorcTse
Nmnepun. B Toi1 camoil «rHUIoIEn» NpOBUHIMK. YTO-TO 3[1€Ch HE TaK U 3TO «UTO-TO» — HE MSATEXK.

Wnaii, KOTOPBIH 10 3TOro exaj MoJiya, HaKOHeI] 3aroBoprl. Ero rosoc Obu1 CIOKOEH U JIETKO
pa3sHOCUJICS B JIEISTHOM BO3/yXe:

— Kamens 6marocioBeH.

PaiiBeH mETKHYI MaJbIIaMU U €r0 YABIOKA CTaja Impe.

— Nmenno. laxe [TepBOCBAINIEHHUK MTPUCOSANHIIICS K MOUM HAOIOICHUSIM.

Barsaa Kapnuna meranicss MexJy HUMM, BbIpakeHHE JIMIA CTAHOBWJIOCH BCE kxéctye. OH
Kpemnye CkaJl IOBO/bs1, UyBCTBYSI, KAK KOHTPOJIb HaJl CUTyallel YCKOJIb3AET U3 €ro pykK.

— BrarocioBeHHBIN KaMeHb HUYETro He JI0Kas3biBaeT. [IpecTymHuK MokeT ObITh O1aroyecTu-
BbIM. VT MCNONTb30BaTh Maruio, YTo0bl 3aMECTH CJIe/IbL.

— Wy oHM MOT'YT MCTIONB30BaTh MAruio, YTOOB! 3AIIUTUTh CBOM HApOH, — BO3pas3mil PaiiBeH
Y €ro TOH CMEHWJICSI C UTPUBOro Ha pe3kuil. OH MmepeBeN B3MIs HA JAIEKUNA CHUTYIT 3aMKa (hoH
Puxapn, npuioTUBIIMICS Ha CKajle CIOBHO CIAIIMKI 3Bepb. — MaHOMPOBOASIIUI PacTBOP B CEBEp-
HOM TepIIOTCTBe — He JJIs1 YKpaIleHus1, KauTaH. DTO A7 CTaOMIbHOCTH. 1151 3aIUThI.

Kapaus nonToskHyn jomaap BEpén, Miall 3allyplial Ha BETpY, KOrla OH MOPaBHSUICA C
MaroMm.

— 3BamuTta ot yero? banauros? Ilorogsr?

— Hu o, HM ipyroe, — ckazan PaiiBeH, He orisipiBasich. OH OAHSA PYKY, YKa3blBasi HA TOPU-
30HT, TIe cepble 00JIaKa, Ka3ajoch, OMYCKAINCh HUAKE OOBIYHOTO, CJIOBHO AABWJIM HAa 3eMJIIO CBOEH
TsokecThlo. — [locmoTpu Ha uHuKM MaHbl, Kapnun. Onu gepraiorcsi. B Bo3iyxe BUTaeT pe30HaHC,
KOTOPBIN HEJb351 UTHOPUPOBATh, €CJIM JEUCTBUTENIBHO YMEEIIb €r0 YyBCTBOBATD.

Kapaun Haxmypuics, ocMarpuBas neisax. OH BUJIEIN TOJBKO OCTPBIE CKaJIbl U BETPEHbIE PaB-
HUHBI, TOKPBIThIE cHeroM. Hukakoit Maruu. Hukakux yrpos.

— 4 uyBctByI0 Berep. U xonoa. Bor u Bee.

WNnait meqsienno cne3 ¢ jomagu. Ero anvHHbIE nenebHble BOJIOCH OIXBATHI TIOPBIBUCTHIN
BeTep, KOrJa OH MOBEPHYJICS JIMLIOM K 3aMKy. ['onmyOsle 171a3a OblIM HETTPOHUIIAEMBI, HO B TI03€ UyB-
CTBOBAJIaCh COCPEAOTOUEHHOCTh Y€JI0BEKA, KOTOPBIM IIPUBBIK CIIyLIATh TULIMHY.

— Yro-To 31€Ch HE Tak, — Tuxo nporosopui Minaii. — He mory yJa0BUTb, 4TO UMEHHO.

PaiiBeH ocraHOBWIICS, ClleTKa MOBEpHYB rojioBy. Ero pyOMHOBBIE I71a3a CBEpKHY/HM, M3y4dast
NEPBOCBSILIEHHUKA. BepTrKaibHble 3pauky MyJIbCHPOBAIA — TOHKAsl, HEMPOU3BOJIbHAS peakus Ha
U3MEHEeHUe aTMocdepsl.

— HakoHen-To KTo-TO € ymamu, — cka3aj PsliBeH U NpuBbIUHAs pe3KOCTb B €r0 rojioce
CMEHMJIACh YeM-TO OoJiee Mpu3eMIEHHBIM. — JleJIo He TONBbKO B MaHe. BO3ayx Kaxkercs... MyCThIM.
CJI0BHO 4TO-TO BBIPHIBAET U3 HETO KU3Hb.

Kapaus ocraHoBw Jiomaab psaoM ¢ HUIMHM, MHCTUHKTUBHO TOJIOKUB PYKY Ha PYKOSATh Meya.
Ero cepble 111a3a ckaHMpOBaJId TOPU30HT B IOMCKAX Bpara, KOTOPOro OH HE MOT YBUJETh.HO KOTOPBIA,
T0 CJIOBaM €ro CITyTHUKOB, ObLJT IIe-TO PSI/IOM.

— BbI 00a 3ByunTe Tak, OyITO OMUCHIBAETE MPOKJISATHE.

— He npokuiatue, kanmuTaH, — cka3ai PaiiBeH ¢ JIETKOM, TPeBOKHOM yJILIOKOW B YrOJIKax ryo.
— Hcromenue.
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WNnait 3akpbut rmaza. OH He MOWIICS — TIOKa. BMecTo 3TOro oH no3Bojivil CBOMM 4yBCTBaM
nperidoBaTh B IOMCKAX 3HAKOMOTO Teria O0KEeCTBEHHOTO MPHCYTCTBUSI, KOTOPOE OOBIYHO ITyJTbCH-
POBAJIO HaJ| MOBEPXHOCTHIO MHpa, Kak AbixaHue camoro Teopia. Huuero ne 6suto. Tounee, Tam, rae
JOJDKHA ObLTa OBITh )KU3HB, 3UsJIa MyCcTOTa. THITMHA ObUIA HACTOIBKO TITyOOKOM, UTO Ka3ajiach OCs-
3a€MOM, MOYTH (PUBNIECKON.

— D710 He IpoKJIsATHE, — TpodopMoTan Mnai, ero ronoc eaBa Cibliajics CKBO3b BETep. —
[TpokssTue ocraBiser ciel. DTO... CJIOBHO CaM MUP 3aTaujl IbIXaHKe.

I'naza PaiiBena MeTHyIMCh K BOPOTaM 3aMKa. Briepeay BbIpMCOBBIBAINCH TEMHBIE KAMEHHbIE
CTeHbI, M3paHEHHbIE HETIOro[0i M BpeMeHeM, TMOXOKHe He Ha KperocTh, a Ha rpoOHuily. WMnm Ha
TIOPbMY, B KOTOPOH 3allepTo HEUTO, YTO HE JOJIKHO OBbUIO BBITH HAPYXKY.

— W Kto-TO ero BeicachiBaeT, — n00aBm PaliBeH, Ha 3TOT pa3 6e3 capka3zma. OH MOTsAHYJICS
CBOMMM UYYBCTBAMU, MOAKJIIOYASICh K MECTHBIM TMOTOKAM MaHbl, MBITASICh MOHATh CTPYKTYPY 3TOrO
CTPaHHOI'O MCTOILEHMS.

B TOT MOMEHT, Korna co3HaHue P3iiBeHa KOCHY/IOCH MOJISI, OKPYKAIOLIEro IepLorcTBO, OH
OTHPSIHYJ. DTO He ObUT (PUBUYECKUI TOTYOK HO POT HATOJHUIICS OCTPHIM METAJUTMYECKUM MPUBKY-
COM, a pyOMHOBBIE IJIa3a BCIIBIXHYJIM, TOPU3OHTAJIBHBIE 3PAYKU BBITSHYJIUCH, pearupysl Ha SMOIMO-
HAJIbHBIN BCIUIECK.

— Boru HebecHble, — BBIIOXHYJ OH, CKUMas PyKH TaK CUJIBHO, YTO KOCTSIIIKY MaJIbleB ooe-
nem. — [IpocTpaHcTBO 31ech noxupaioT. BykBasibHO noxkupatot, Kapausa. Mana ytekaer, Kak Boza
B TpEIlIMHAX CTApO TIJIOTUHBI.

Kapaun Haxmypuuics, ero cepble Ilaza OCMaTpUBaJIU JIMHUIO IEPEBLEB B ITOUCKAX IMPU3HAKOB
Bparos.

— O uém T roBopuib? Ilepumerp yucr.

— B stom-TO0 1 npobnema, KanuTaH, — PSABKHYJ PaiiBeH, ero rojaoc mpopes3al HarpsiKeHHe,
CJIOBHO Jie3BHe. OH MOBEPHYJICS K OCTaJIbHBIM, JUIMHHBIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI XJIECTHY/IM IO JIULLY. —
Huxkakux moHcTpoB. Hukakux 6anauToB. BooOine Hudero. Mana BeicachiBaeTCsl B OIHY TOUKY IJIe-TO
BHYTPM 3THX 3eMelb. Tyna, rje CTOUT 3aMOK, — OH yKa3aJl Ha TEMHbIe OalllHH, TIPOH3AIOIINE CEPOe
He00, — U MEJUIEHHO YMUPAET.

Kapnun He crait xaarh KoHceHcyca. TSKENbI CTYK KOMBIT IO MOKPOH 3eMJle 9XOM pasHECCs
0 JIOJIMHE, KOrJa OH JBMHYJ CKakyHa Brepéa. Ero ronoc mpo3Byyan Kak Hpukas, He TepHALIMN
BO3paKEHUN:

— JIBuraemcsi! Mbl TpaTUM KaXaylo CEKYH/Ly, CTOsI 371€Ch U 00CYXast IPUPOLy Bpara.

Wnaii nocnenoBas 3a HUM, JIOBKO 3alpbIrHYB Ha KOHSI, €r0 IBUKEHUs1 ObUTH I'PALIMO3HBI JaXkKe B
cezJie, XOTs ToyOble I71a3a OCTABAIMCh YCTPEMJIEHHBIMU Ha TOPU3O0HT, Iie OaIllHU 3aMKa MpOH3aIN
rpo3oBble Tyud. OH exal MoJya, Najblbl BOAWIN 10 CBAIIEHHOMY CUMBOJIY HA IlIee, CJIOBHO MIIa
yTeuieHus y bora, KOTOpbIi ceroqHs Ka3ajicsi HeoObYaiiHO O€3MOJIBHBIM.

PsiiBen 3anepxancs em€ Ha mraoBeHre. OH CMOTpeJ1, Kak THETCS Marueckoe 1ojie y BOPOT
3aMKa — Oy/ATO Ha HEro JIaBWJIO YTO-TO HEBUAMMOE, YTO-TO JpeBHEE M TOJIOJHOE. 3aTeM IMepeBEn
B3[JIsAJ Ha YJAISIONIYIOCS CIMHY KaluTaHa, IOTOM Ha MEPBOCBSIIEHHUKA M MOTHAJ KOHS JIETKOW
PBICHIO, IOTHAB UX.

— Tbl HEOOBIUAHO TUX CErOHSs, MEPBOCBSAIICHHUK, — CKa3asi PaliBeH, He s Ha Wnas.
[omoc ObLT pa3MepeHHBIM, HECMOTPSI Ha pacTylliee JaBjieHre B Bo3ayxe. — OOBIYHO ThI yKe YUTaT
Ob1 CesiieHnbie [Trcanus.

Wnaii otBet1 He cpasy. Ero nasplisl B nepyaTKax C:Kajiu IOBO/IbsSI 10 OSTU3HbL, ¥ OH MEIIEHHO
BBIJJOXHYJI, IPEXK/E YEM 3arOBOPUTb.

— CBer Xpama 37ech Kax)ercsl TyCKJIbIM. BOT 1 BCE.

— D710 MHOTOE 00BSCHSIET, — CKa3ai PaiiBeH, KuBasi, a ero BepTUKAIbHbIE 3pauKy MPOJOII-
KaJI MyJIbCUPOBATh, pearrpys Ha Kax/10€ N3MEHEHUE B MaryecKoM I10JIe.
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Koraa onn npuGnm3uimck K MAaCCUBHBIM KeJIe3HBIM BOpoTaM 3aMKa (poH Puxapn, Temrnieparypa
yIajia HaCTOJIbKO, UTO JIbIXaHUe MpeBpalaiock B ryctoi nap. Ho 31o 611 He xosoa Oypu. 1o ObLIO
YTO-TO IyCTOE — OTCYTCTBHE KU3HU, OTCYTCTBHE TEIUIA, OTCYTCTBHE caMOro BpeMeHu. CTeHbI 3aMKa,
Ka3aJI0Ch, HE 3allMIIAJIM, & CKPbIBAJIM.

BopoTa co cKpumnom OTKpbUIMCH TIPEX/Ie, YeM OHU YCTIeTN CUTHATM3UPOBATh O CBOEM MPUOBI-
THH.

— O, a Hac yxe BCTpevalT, — XMBIKHYJI P3iiBeH, MepBbIM Bbe3kKasd B paclaxHyThlie BpaTa.
Ero koHp MpoIoKaj KOMbITAMU Yepe3 MOPOr ¢ YBEPEHHOCTHIO, KOTOPOH caM Mar He YyBCTBOBAJI. —
TocrenpunmMcTBo 1M stoBymka? B modoM ciydae, XOTh y KOTO-TO €CTh MaHEpHhl.

Kapnun ocraHoBMII KOHSI cpa3y 3a BOPOTaMH, pyKa MPUBBIYHO Jieria Ha pyKosATh Meda. Ero
cepble I71a3a ObUIM OCTPHIMM, KaK KMHXKaJIbl, OCMAaTpuBasl KaXJOro cojijara B IoJie 3peHus, Kax-
J0€ yKperuieHue, MaJlelIyo aetaib. MyXYrHbI, CTOSIBIIIME 3[eCh Ha CTPaxke, He ObUTM OOBIYHBIMU
APOXKAIIUMH MTPU3BIBHUKAMY TIPUTPaHUYHBIX 3eMenb. OHU CTOSIIA TIPSMO, TJIsIs BOEPEN ¢ TBEPIOi
PELIMMOCTHIO, OPYKHE JIePKaJIU C TPUBBIYHOM JIETKOCTBIO, YTO TOBOPHJIO O TOM, YTO OHH He OOsTCS
roceTuteniei. bosee Toro, OHM CMOTpENIM Ha TOCTEH C €1Ba CKPhIBAEMOW BPaXJIeOHOCTHIO, KaK Ha
BpAaroB.

Wnaii cnemmics ¢ n€rkum mssiectsoM. Ha MrHoBeHue OH 3aCThlT HETTOABUKHO, 3aKPbIB 171432,
CJIOBHO TPHCITYIIMBASICh K YEMY-TO O]l TIOBEPXHOCTHIO 3eMJIH. Ero ryosl 4yTh 1IEBETUINCH, TIPOU3-
Hocs1 6€33ByUHYI0 MOJIUTBY HO JIa)Ke OH He MOT CKa3arh, yciblman jau e€ bor.

— Bor yx neficTBUTENIbHO HeoxXu1aHHbIN BU3UT. LlenHbie el IMneparopa, — pa3aajicsi 3BOH-
KW, 4yTh XPHUILIOBATbII r0JIOC.

AcTpuJ CITycKasach 1o JIeCTHHUIIE HaBCTpedy MyxurHaMm. OHa qBUraiach ¢ TOM 0COOEHHOM rpa-
11el, KoTopasi ObIBAET TOJIBKO Y JIOJEH, MPUBBIKIIMX HOCUTh HA ceOe TSKECTh BJIACTH, HO CETOJHS B
e€ MoXofIKe YyBCTBOBAJIACh YCTAIOCTh, KOTOPYIO HEBO3MOKHO OBUIO CKpBITh. Cepoe TOpOKHOe Tia-
Th€ CHUENO Ha Hel Oe3yNnpevyHo, MOJ Ila3aMu 3aJIeTI TeHH, 4 CBETJIO KAllITAHOBBIE BOJIOCH! OBLIH
coOpaHBbI B Iy4YOK C HETIO3BOIUTEIILHOM [JIsI TepPLHOTMHA HEOPEKHOCTHIO.

Ona ocraHOBWJIACh Ha HWKHEW CTYIEHH, pasisgbBas TOCTEH C XOJOJHBIM, OLEHUBAIOIIM
uHTepecoM. E€ cepeOpucThie I71a3a, MOXOXHME HA JIYHHBIA CBET, 3aCTUTHYTHIM WHEEM, MEJIEHHO
CKOJIB3HYJIM IO KQXKAOMY U3 HUX.

— Jlo6po noxanoBars, rocrioga. Yem ods13anHa?

Barsin PaiiBeHa ocraHoBwiics Ha ¢urype neBymku. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ 3HAKOMOE, OCTPOE
TMOOOIBITCTBO — TO, YTO BCEIZla BO3HUKAJIO MPU CTOJKHOBEHUH C YEM-TO, YTO HENb3sl Cpasy KJjac-
cupumpoBath. OHa ObUTa MEHbIIIE, YeM MPEeIosaraioch B pacckasax. biennee, uem on oxupan. C
6osiee OCTPbHIMHU YepTaMHU JIMIIA U IIa3aMH, KOTOPbIE, Ka3aJI0Ch, BUAGHU CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO M CITUIIIKOM
naBHO. OHa HallOMUHAJIa HE CTOJIbKO MOHCTPA, CKOJIbKO Y€JIOBEKa, KOTOPBIM TOJIKOM HE CIajl MHOTO
JHEN U KOTOPBIN, BO3MOKHO, YK€ HE ’K/1aJ1 HUKAKOH IMOMOILH.

— CroposxeBble TICbI? — TOBTOpH PaliBeH, ero ryObl CKpUBWIIUCH B YXMBUIKE, OOHAXUB
KJIBIKK. OH crenmJics MIaBHbIM JBMKEHUEM, JUTMHHbIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCH YIIAIM Ha TJIEYH U OH Clie-
JIaJ miar BOepé, pasmisiapiBas ACTpU C TIOYTH HETTPUIMYHBIM JIIOOONBITCTBOM. — $1 TIpeAnovnTao
«MHCTIEKTOpa». XOTs, N0JIaraio, pa3inyue HEBEJIMKO.

Kapaun marnyn Brepén, ero mo3a Oblla HalpsikeHa, pyka Be€ emé Jiexana Ha meue. Cepbie
71432 CKOJIb3HYJIA IO ACTpHUJ C TIOAO3PEHNEM, KOTOPOE OH HE TBITAJICS CKPHITh.

— M5l 311eCch IO UMIIEPCKOMY JIeJTy, TepIIOTHHS. Y Hac eCTb BOIPOCH OTHOCUTEIBHO Bac U
CJIyXOB, OKPYKAIOLIMX 3TU 3€MJIU.

AcTpusi HACMENITMBO MPUTIOAHSIA OPOBb M B 9TOM ABWXEHUU OBLIO CTOJIBKO JEP3KOro mpe-
BOCXOJZICTBA, uTO KapauH Ha MrHOBeHHUeE 3amMep.

— HMmmnepckoe neno? Kak ygauno. A s yx Iymaia, Bl ITpUEXaJi MOMI0O0BATHCS HA MOU Pora.
['oBOpAT, y ABSIBOJIA OHU JOJIKHBI ObITh. Pa3ouapoBaHbl, KanuTaH?
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Kapnun Harpsircst, 4emocTy CKajvch, HO OH IPOMOJTYaL. ACTpU yKe MOBEpHYJIach K HEMY
CIIMHOM, HEOPEXHBIM XKECTOM TPHIJIAIIAs CJSA0BATh 38 COOOM.

— Yro Xk, BXOAWTE, HE3BAHbIE TOCTU. BHYTpH Teriee.

PaiiBeH (bBIpKHYT — HU3KHIA, CyXOHM 3BYK, KOTOPBI MOT' OBITh U CMEXOM, U HacMemKkoi. OH
TIONIPABKJT CBOW TEMHBIN OaTaXxoH, U ero pyOMHOBBIH B3MJIs 3a4epiKajicsl Ha CIaObIX TEMHBIX Kpyrax
oy e€ cepeOPUCTBIMU IJ1a3aMu. 3aTeM OH CKOJIB3HYJ HIke — K e€ pykam. OHM ObUTH B YepHHJIAX.
MarneHnbKas Jetaiib, KOTOpYIO TPOCcToi oduriep He 3aMeTuI1 Obl HO PaiiBeH ObUT He IPOCTHIM OulIe-
pom. Ha ykazarensHoM nanbiie Actpup Oniectesa cBexast apanvHa, a Mmoj HOrTsIMU 3aCOXJIa Caxa.

OH 3aroMHIJI 3TO, KaK 3aOMUHAJ BCE, YTO MOIJIO MPUTOJUTHCS.

Kapnun obmensuics B3risinom ¢ Mimaem, KOTOpbIA Momyall, u3ydass ACTpUL CO CIIOKOMHBIM,
MyTaoIluM BHUIMaHueM. BeipaxeHue Juia nepBoCBAIIEHHUKA ObLJIO HEUMTAeMBbIM — HH OCYKJICHHUE,
HU COYYBCTBHE, TOJBKO MPUCTAIbHOE HAOMIOAEHNE YeI0BEKa, KOTOPBI IPUBBIK CYAUTh, HO HE TOPO-
MTWJICSI C TIPUTOBOPOM.

— M5l noHMMaeMm Bariie BO3MYyIIeHHe, TepIoruHs, — cka3ayi KapauH poBHBIM, O(pHIIMaIBHBIM
TOHOM, KOI/Ia OHU BOIIUIM B OTPOMHBIN XOJUI, T/Ie BBICOKME CBOJBI TEPSUIMCH B MOTyMpaKe, a CTEHbI
ObLIM yBeIllaHbl APEeBHUMHU rodesneHamu. — Ho moiiMuTe, Hallle MprCyTCTBHE 371eCh — HE COLUAIIb-
HBII BU3WT.

— Jla yk, KTo ObI COMHEBaJICSl, — CIIOKOWHO OTBeTHIa ACTpuj, He oOopaunBasich. — Crie-
JyWTE 332 MHOM.

Oma noBeJa X 1O JUIMHHBIM KOPUI0paM, rie (hakesbl Toper POBHBIM, HE MUTAIOLIAM TJIaMe-
HEM, a CTEeHbI ObUIM MOKPHITHl CTPAHHBIMH PyHaMH, KOTOpble P3liBeH y3Haa HO HE MOT BCIIOMHMUTb,
rae Buzen. OH 3amevan ciaOblid, MOYTH HE3aMETHBIH TyJl Maruu, BIUIETEHHBIA B CaM PacTBOP CTEH.
970 He OblIa 3alIUTa OT 3aXBaTYMKOB. DTO OblIa cradumsupyiomas marus. CtpykrypHas. Heo6xo-
aumasi. Kak kapkac, KOTOpBIi AepKUT 3/1aHKE, TOTOBOE PYXHYTb.

Wnaii nurancst pa3MepeHHbIM IIaroM, ero AJIMHHBIE MenesbHbIe BOJIOCH OTPaKaIN TYCKJIBIH
cBeT (pakesioB. Ero B3 He OTpBIBAJICS OT CIIMHBI ACTPH, CJIOBHO OH YUTAJ CaMy CyTh €€ AYIIH.
Ho uurarh Tam ObIJIO HEYEro — TOJMBKO IIyXas, IJIOTHAsl CTEHA YCTAJIOCTH U OOJH, KOTOPYIO OHa
TIIATEJILHO CKPBIBAJIA 32 MACKOH XOJIOMHOTO PAaBHOMYIIIHSI.

Kapnun tem BpemeHeM Aepkail pyKy BO3Je KJIMHKA, B3I CKOJIB3UII MO KaXJOH TeHU, KaX-
JOMY YTy, KaXJI0u aABepu. [11s1 Hero 1o ObUT He JIOM, & MECTO MPEeCTYyIUIeHHs, O)KuaroIiee oopa-
OOTKH.

— Ipomty, rocniona, — AcTpuj pacniaxtysia yOOBbIe IBEpH, MPUIJIAIIAs UX B TOCTHHYIO, T/ie
yXke ObLJT HAKPBIT CTOJI C ApOMATHBIM YaeM M JIETKUMH 3aKycKamy. B KaMuHe Becesno MOTpecKUBa
OTOHb, CO3/IaBasi WJUTIO3MIO yI0Ta, HO P3IBeH 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO 3TO TEIUIO — JIMIIb WJUTIO3USI, MO/
KOTOPOH CKPBIBAJICS XOJIO].

Kapnun Bommén nepBeiM, ero O0TUHKH Pe3KO CTyYaIH 10 OJMpOoBaHHOMY Tonny. OH ocMOTpe
MPOCTPAHCTBO — KaMUH, BBIXOJIBI, PACTIONOXKEHHE MeOeI — OMBITHBIM B3IIOM comjara. [lneun
OCTaBAJIMCh HANPSKEHHBIMH, OTKA3bIBasICh pacciaOUTHCS Jake B TAKOH, Ka3ajJoch Obl, JOMaIIHEen
00CTaHOBKE.

Wnait nocneoBai 3a HUM, €ro ABUKEHUS ObUTH JIETKMMU U OectiryMHbIMUA. OH Ha MTHOBEHHE
OCTaHOBHJICSI, TOJTYObIE IJ1a3a CKOJIB3HYJIH MO YaitHoMy cepBu3y. CnaOblil, OUTH HE3aMETHBIN KMBOK
07100peHHsI — eIMHCTBEHHOE MPOSIBJICHNE BEKJIMBOCTH, HA KOTOPOE OH OBUT CIIOCOOEH.

— Barie rocrenpruuMCTBO, Ballla CBETIOCTh, 3TO... HEOKUIAHHO, — THUXO cKaszan Wnail. Ero
rOJIOC 3ByYaJl TaK CIIOKOMHO U Pa3MEPEHHO, YTO TPYIHO OBbUIO MOHSATH, UCKPEHEH JI OH WJIM IPOCTO
coOMmoaaeT MpUINIHUs.

[Nocnenuum Bomién PaiiBeH, 3acyHyB pykH B pykaBa ManTun. OH He cpasy cein. BmecTo atoro
OH IOJOIIIEN K OKHY, BCMaTpHUBasCh B CEPbIil, CypOBbII CEBEPHBIN MEM3aK, IPEk/Ie YeM CHOBA IIOBEP-
HyTbcs K Actprj. OHa CTosila y KaMUHA U OTOJIECKM OTHSI UTpasi Ha e€ OJeIHOM JIuIe, Aenast ero
MOYTH MPO3PAYHBIM.
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— Bbl Tak BHUMateNbHbI, reploruHs, — MpousHEc PaiiBeH, npucaxuBasch Ha Kpail codbl
C BUJIOM HeOPEKHOTro BbI30Ba. Ha MO0 CeKyH/Ibl €0 BEpPTHKAIbHBIE 3paYKU PACIIMPUIIUCD, 3aTeEM
CHOBA CY3WJIUCh B YETKUE JIMHUM.

— Kotsl Bpozie modsAT yromienus, — npousHecia ACTpul, HaMeKasi Ha Mara, KOTOpbIi Jei-
CTBUTEJIHO HAIIOMHUHAJ OOJIBIIIOr0, YEPHOTO, OMAacHOro Kota. OHa cena B KPecsio HalpoTHB, B3sja
Yaliky 1 caenana rioTok. E€ maiblipl cerka Apoxkaniy, OHa MOCHEITHO OIyCTHIIA YallKy Ha OJToAle,
3aMETHB 3TO JIBUXKEHUE — HO PaliBeH yke BCE yBUe.

— «Kor», — 1noBTOpMII OH, XOXOTHYB M OTKMHYJICSI HA CIIUHKY CO(pbl. — MeH$ Ha3bIBaJIU 110-
BCAKOMY, FepLOrMHs. BOJBIIMHCTBO — ropas3o MeHee JIECTHO, YeM JoMalliHee KUBOTHoe. — OH
TIOTSIHYJICS 32 HEOOJIBIION BBINIEYKON Ha CTOJIe, OCMOTpEN €€ C IPUTBOPHBIM BHUMAaHHEM, MPexk/Ie
4yeM OTKycuTh. — Ho s mosaraio, ecimm KOT CHIT OH C MEHbIIIEH BEpOSTHOCTBIO Oy/IeT Iapanars MeOeb.

— Mebenb MeHs He BOJIHYeT, Mar. MeHsl BOJIHYeT, 3a4eM BbI 3[IeCh Ha CAMOM JIeJie, — IPOU3-
Hecna Actpuj, nepeBens B3 Ha Kapouna. — [laBaiite 6e3 nuruiomaruu. S 3Hato, yro MiMneparop
CUMTAeT MEHs IpejaresbHULIE. S 3Hal0, YTO OH OTIPaBUJI BAC CIOAA Kak CBOMX Majayeid. Tak 4to
TOBOPUTE MPSIMO.

[MoBucna tummHa. ToMbKO OroHb MOTPECKUBAN B KAMUHE, HapyIiast 0e3MOJIBHE.

Kapaun mepebiM Hapymmi e€. Ero rooc 6su1 moqoOeH KPeMHIO, YIapsIomeMy Mo CTad: TBEP-
ObliA, IPSIMOI ¥ COBEPLLIEHHO JIMIIEHHBIN I0MOpa.

— Bac 0OBMHSIIOT B rocyIapCcTBeHHOUN M3MeHe, reproruts. CMepTh Balllero oTia, N30JsAIus
TEepPPUTOPUH, CEKPETHOCTDb, OKPY’KAIOIasl BAlllM TPAHULBI — KaXbli U3 ITUX IYHKTOB SIBJISETCS
MATHOM Ha BaiieM fome. Mimnepatop TpedyeT OTBETOB.

AcTpuj IocTaBWIIa YalllKy, OTKMHYJIACh Ha CIIMHKY Kpecjla M CKpecTuIa pyku Ha rpyau. E€
cepeOpucCThIe IJ1a3a, Ka3aJoCch, BUJETN KaluTaHa HACKBO3b.

— KanuraH, a Kpome 1IOHECEHUH, CIIJIETEH U JIOMBICIIOB, Y Bac €CThb IPsIMbIE [10KAa3aTe/IbCTBA
BCEX MOUX «TPEXOB»?

Kapnun oTkpbUT OBUTO POT, HO HACTYNUBINAS TUIIMHA ObLTa TsKENON. [IpsAMBIX 10Ka3aTebCTB
y Hero He Ob10. Bplia marnka, mosiHasi CIyxoB ¥ KOCBEHHBIX COOOIIEHUH, KOTOphIe BCE YKAa3bIBAJIM B
OJIHOM HAIpaBJIeHUH, HO HU OJIHO M3 HUX HE SIBJISIOCH JTOKa3aTenbcTBOM. OH Mor Obl coirarh, HO
YyecTh ouLiepa He MO3BOJIsIa EMY 3TOIO CAEATh.

— Mmneparopy He HyKHBI JOKa3aTeJIbCTBA, YTOOB HAYaTh pacciieJOBaHNe, — CKa3aJl OH HaKO-
Hell, MOHU3MUB rosioc. — OH TpedyeT pe3ysbTaToB. I Mol Joar — 00ecreunTh UX JOCTUKEHHE.

— To ecth y Bac HeT HUYeEro, — mepeduia ACTpuj C JIETKON yeMelkoi. B e€ roioce He ObLIO
cTpaxa — TOJIBKO ycTasas HacMelika. — Hukakux pgokazaresnbers. Tonbko nopo3penus. U Bl ipu-
[T B MO¥ JIOM, YTOOBI UX TOATBEPIUTS.

Ona nopHsIach ¢ Kpeciia, Mpoliack 10 KOMHATe, U €€ IJIaThe MATKO 3allypLIajo IO MOoiy.
Omna ocraHOBWJIach Yy KaMMHA, V151151 HA OTOHb, €€ T'0JIOC CTaJl UyTh TUIIIE HO B HEM MOSIBUJIACH CTallb,
KOTOPYIO HE 3aMETHJIN Obl TOJIBKO CJIETIbIE.

— Yr0 X%, 1 He Oyay Bam memarth. Poiitech. CrpammBaiite. Bc€ paBHO Ha MOBEPXHOCTH BbI
HUYEro He HaiaeTe. A TO, YTO HalIETe TOJI IOBEPXHOCTHIO, CKOpee BCero YObET Bac.

Omna oOepHyJ1ach K HUM, B €€ CepeOpUCTHIX IIa3aX Ha MTHOBEHHE MEJIbKHYJIO UTO-TO MOXOXee
Ha npenynpexaenue. M Ha Moib0y — HO ACTpUJ HUKOTA He TMO3BOJIsIa ce0e MOIUTH O TIOMOIIH.

— 41 He GorOCh BaIllero pacciieioBaHusl, rocrona. S 60ck, 4To BbI OyJeTe CIUIIKOM 3aHSThI
OXOTOH Ha BeAbMY, UTOOBI 3aMETHTh YTO MUP BOKPYT BaC YK€ TOPHT.

C at”MH c1OBaMK OHA TIO3BOHMWJIA B KOJIOKOJIBYMK, CTOSILIMI HA KAMUHHOM 1oJike. Toryac xe
B TOCTUHYIO OECIITyMHO CKOJIb3HYJI IBOPEIKUNA — TTOKHIION, CEI0H, C JIUIIOM, KOTOpOEe HUYero He
BBIPAXAJIO HO B IIa3aX KOTOPOTrO YyBCTBOBAIACH Ta K€ TIIYOOKasl YCTAJIOCTh, YTO U Y €r0 XO35HKH.

— ApBUH, — cKazana ACTpuj, He VIS Ha CIYry, — IPOBOAM HAILMX T'OCTEW B TOCTEBbIE
KoMHarthbl. [ToAroToBbTE BCE O BHICIIEMY pa3psiay. UTOObI OHM HU B UEM HE HYKAAJHCh.

Ona niepeBesa B3I HA MYKYHH, €€ TYObl H30THYJIMCh B XOJIOJIHOM, TIOUTH XUIIHOW YJIBIOKE.
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— Ortppixaiite, rocrosa. 3aBTpa y Bac OyaeT JoJITuil JeHb. Bbl Beb He TyMauti, UTo s IPOCTO
TaK OTAaM BaM CBOIO T'OJIOBY?

Komne1r nepBoii r1aBbl

14



A. DmvuHecky. «Cocpenorouue 3J1a»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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