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AHHOTaAIMA

duHan vcropuu, 00bEAUHUBIIEH TPULIEP, XOPPOP, MUCTHKY U
dark romance.

NneanbHoe uTeHUe AJs MOKJIOHHUKOB «Kak moiMarh MOHCTpay,
«Moe cepniie — 6eH3ommIa» 1 «[Ipeciemays Anenun».

CepwiiHblii yOuiilia 1o mpo3Buily Kpuk B3bMaeT ¢ kuTenen
CkapOopo mocJieIHIon KpoBaByo miaty. Bmecre ¢ Jlecnu Knaiin on
TOTOBUTCSI K PUTYaJTy, KOTOPBIA HABCET/a CBSKET UX OCOOBIMU y3aMU
U CIIaceT OT Mpeciie/IoOBaHKA JKeCTOKON OoruHu MKTOMU.

Opnako MkTtomu He XejlaeT OTIYyCKaTh MaHbsIKA U €ro
BO3MOONIEHHY0. B Mupe OBXaphl, r7ie 0KMBAIOT MpauHble WHJICHCKUE
JIETeH/Ibl, OXOTHUK W KEePTBA JIO/DKHBI BCTPETUTHCA BHOBB, UTOOBI
CHITPaTh B UTPYy Ha BbDKMBAHUE U BHIOPATHCSI M3 OECKOHEYHOTO IMKJIA
yOUHCTB.

Tenepy Kpuk u Jlecnn He NMOMHAT Ipyr Apyra M TOrO, 4TO UX
cBsi3biBasIo. OH 3HAET JIMIIb, YTO JOJKEH YOUTD €€, a i IPUXOIUTCS



0exarb, 4YTOOBI CIIACTUCH OT ero Hoxa. Ho 4TtoObI moOequTh, UM HaI0
MOJTIOOUTD JIPYT JIpyra BHOBb. . .
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IIpoJor

[Touru Bech nonetr Buxtop Kpeitn npocnan y ce6s B Kpeciie.
Jlecnu gocranock MecTo Bo3Jie OKHa: HY KakK J0CTaJIoCh, OH €ro
yerynui. Cnath OHa He X0Tela, HOTOMY TUXOHBKO YMTasla TOMUK
B MSITKOM OOJIOJKKE, MOTPENaHHBIN U CTapblil, U HUKOMY HE HYX-
HBI 10 Hee: MOOJIeKIIIre UHIEHIBI C TIOUTH CTEPTHIMU OT BpeMe-
HM JIMLIAMH, B [IEPBSX, C KOIYAHAMMU, PYKbSMHU U KOIIbIMH CMOT-
penu u3 cejies, oA HUMH ObLu necTpble Jiomagy. 1o Osut Pe-
Humop Kynep, «Ilocnennuii u3 Mmorukan». Jlecan HeMHoro ynu-
BWJIach Ipo ceOs, moyeMy Inpeskjie HUKoraa He yntaia Kynepa
— OyATO paHbllie ee 3TO COBCEM He MHTepecoBaso. PaHbie, HO
HE cerJac.

3a0bIThie X0351€Ba 3a0bITOM 3eMJIM, KOTOpasi Terephb MpUHAaI-
Jiexalia KOMy-TO IpyTOMy: MHOI'O KOMY, TOJIBKO He UM. Buk 3a-
IUIATWJ 32 KHWKKY JOJIJIap M ABaJLaTh LIEHTOB: CTPOTrO roBOPA,
OHAa CTOsJIa 1aXKe HE Ha IOJIKE B MAarasMH4YMKe, e OHU KyIWIN
OyTBUIKY BOJIBI U Mapy Oe3zenylIek, a TaK, Jexajla Cpeau Apy-
rux OpOCOBBIX KHMKOHOK B KAPTOHHOI KOpOOKe BO3JIe 3all0TeB-
1iero xosnonuibHKKa. [IpogaBen mogan UM ee 1 J1Ba JIOBLIA CHOB,
KOTOpbIe NoHpaBuuch Jlecan. OHM ObLIN COBCEM HEOOMBIINMUY,
YKpalleHHbIMU OIMH OMpIo30ii, Apyroii simmoit. Jleciu Boctop-
rajach, OHa XOTeJIa IPUBE3TH JIOBLIOB JOMOM, MaMe U X3JIeH.

— HenpaBunbHO cobpaHbl,— BAPYT cKazail BUKTOp, HE Momibl-
Mas IJIa3.



[Iponagen courypuics, norssaen Ha Hero. Hemononoi myx-
YMHA B OYKax, OeJbli, B KJIeT4aToi pyodarike u moprax. OH ¢
HEMPUA3HBIO MOXKAJ [JIeYaMU:

— 9710 noyemy xe?

Bukrop 3aruiatui, yopana OyMaKHUK B 3aIHAN KapMaH JIKUH-
COB W, B3B Kpa(TOBBbIM MAKET, B KAKUX IIKOJIBHUKAM KJIALYT
COH/IBUYHU C COOOM — TOJNIBKO y HUX TaM ObLIO JBa JIOBIA, JIes-
Hast OyThUIKA BOJBI M KHUXKKA C MIOTEMHEBIINMU CMYTJIBIMU JIH-
[AMU,— TIOSICHUIIL:

— IlenTp nOBHA 3aKpbIBaTh HEJIb3f, & TaM y BaC KAMEHb.
CMBICIT JIOBLIA B TOM, UTO KOLIMApHI, IPOM/IS Y€pPE3 €ro CepaLe,
3aCTPEBAIOT B MAYTHHE, & XOPOLIUE CHHI. . .

— Mornogoii yenoBek,— mpepBai mpoaasel.— He mopoubTte
MHe rojioBy. Kakue kaMHH, Kakue CHbl? BaMm 4TO-TO HE HpaBUT-
ca? 51 BepHy JeHbIH, NOXKaIyNCTa.

Buk ycMexHyJics 1 mokavasi rojioBoit. Jlecau BUHOBATO yJbIO-
HYJIaCh, IS/ HA BO3TIOOJIEHHOTO.

— Her, He HyXHO,— TOOPOIYIITHO CKa3aJl OH ¥ TUXO MMOCMOTPE
Ha Hee B 0TBeT.— OHHU ke KpacHUBbIE.

Jlionm HeHaBUAEM TaKUX Kak OH, HO IPOJABaJIY JIOBLIbI CHOB,
pUIyMaHHble ero HapoaoM. JIonu HEeHaBUIENIU TAKUX KaK OH,
HO FOPJIMJIMCH BEPTOJIETaMH «ATiad» 1 O0EBBIMH pakeTamu « To-
MaraBk». COBEpIIEHHO HUKTO HE XOTeN MepeuMeHOBaTh MaHXx-
9TTEH, XOTS1 Ha3BaHUE BOCXOAWJIO K SA3bIKY IIJIEMEHU [TOyXaTaHOB.
OHM MCKOHM KWK Ha 3eMJIe, KOTOpasi MOCjIe UX CMEPTU CTOUJIa
MUJUIMApAbl 10JU1apoB. Bce mopsapodHble HaJIoroIuIaTeblIIMKy



AMepHKH CIIOKOMHO 0OpeTaiuch Ha 3eMJIsIX Maccauycerca, [la-
KOTBl, MuHHecoTsl, Muuurana, Operona, MmmHoiica, KeHTyk-
ku, Oraiio, HeOpacku, Tenneccu, Anabambl, 1 UX He KOPOOHIIO
C TOPAOCTHIO TOBOPHTH: «f m3 Hebpacku!», X0Ts, corylacHO co-
IIUAJILHOMY TOJIOCOBAaHUIO, OOJIBIITMHCTBOM T'PakAaH KOPEHHBIE
aAMepHKAHIIbl CUUTAJIVICh HeOarornolyyHbIM CJIOEM HAaCeJIeHUs,
TPEThEro copTa JIIAbMH, U BOOOIIE, OHU 3JIAJIM BCEX TEM, UTO HE
XOTEJIM OTKa3bIBaThCSA OT TOTO, KEM OBLJIM KOIZa-TO M OCTaJIUCh
JIO CUX TIOP.

Ho nBaanaTh nATh MITATOB U3 MATUASCITH HOCAT UHICHCKHE
Ha3BaHMs. X MMeHa MPOUCTEKAIOT U3 SI3bIKOB CUY-JIAaKOTa, KPH,
O/KMOBE, aJITOHKMHOB, UPOKE30B, JieaBapoB. | pakmaane Ame-
PUKH UIIYT CBOOO/IBI, YcIiexa, JIydIleld KU3HU Ha 3eMJIsIX, KOTO-
pble UM HE MPUHALJIEKAINA U TOJIKOM IIPUHAJIEKATh HUKOTAA HE
OyayT, TIOKa KUBBI Te, KTO MOMHUT. HacTosiue ee xo3seBa ¢
HEHABUCTHIO Y HEMIOHUMAHUEM CMOTPST Ha ropy Paimmop, cBsi-
IIEHHYIO0 TOpY CBAILLIEHHON 3eMJIM bak- Xuiic, Kotopast 1J1si HUX
BCE PABHO YTO ]ISl UCTOBHIX KAaTOJIMKOB KadeapaibHbIii coO0p,
Y JIWIIA YETHIPEX MPE3UEHTOB, BHICEYEHHBIE B BEJIMUYECTBEHHBIX
CKaJlax, TJe Mpexk/ie Kypuics JbIM B YECTh UX MPEJKOB, IIe OHU
BO3HOCHJIM MOJIUTBBI CBOMM OOTram, MPUBOJIAT UX B OEIIEHCTBO.
DTO HE MPOCTO HACMEIIKA, CKOPEee IUIEBOK B JIMIIO TEX, KOMY Mpa-
BUTEJICTBO KJISIIOCh He 3a0uparth biak-Xuiuic mocie Toro, Kak
TIOHSUTM, YTO B KPOBABOU BOMHE 32 CBOIO CBATBHIHIO MH/ACHIIBI OY-
IyT CpaXaTbCsl JO KOHIIA: HO TUIAaHBl N3MEHWJIMCh, KOT/Ia TaM Ha-
IIJTA 30J10TO W ITPU3HAJIH, YTO 3eMJISI CJIUIIIKOM OOrata, 9ToObl OT-



JIaBaTh ee KPacCHOKOKUM. MIHOorja 6;1aropoiHbie OeIbie IO MO-
I'yT ¥ HApylIaTh COOCTBEHHBbIE OOEIIaHMs, JAHHBIE BCETO JIUIIIb
JUKapsiM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, KTO OHM Takue? YMHpaloluid Ha-
POJI, KOTOPBIH TOJIBKO MeEIIaeT MPOIBETaTh CYACTIMBOMY U 00ec-
MIEYEHHOMY PSIJOBOMY aMEpPUKaHILY.

'm0 Ha Bee 9T0, MOMHS Bee 310, BukTop Kpenn qymai, kak
VMPOHUYHO — MPOJAaTh MHAEWUILY JIOBEI] CHOB, CIUIETCHHBIN YepT-
Te Kak. B ero Hapoje 3HaueHue umena naxe gopma cetu. Y ja-
KOTa U UPOKE30B OHA MMEJIA BUJI MAYTHHBI, a Y KPU U TeX, KTO
JKUJ CeBepHee,— ppldalikoi cetr. Kpyr rienu u3 uBsbl, ceTh — U3
rpyObIX HUTEH WIIM OJIEHbMX XWJI. JIOBIIBI YKpalaiv paKyIlka-
MU, KEMUYYTOM, KaMylIKaMH, NepbsiMu. VX Jienanu Ha cyacTbe
Y JUUIS 3aIIUTH CAMBIM OJIU3KKM, a He JIJIS1 TOrO, YTOOBI IIPUAATh
KOMHATe CTUJIbHBIM BUJ. BHK MOMHWI, Kak roBopwia AJcuia,
Korja crudajia cMyIJIbIMA MOPIIMHUACTBIMU PYKaMHU, €Il TaKK-
MU CHJIbHBIMH, UBOBYIO THOKYIO BETBb:

— Hauano kpyra — poxieHue, KoHell — cMepTb. Mbl ITpoxo-
JIIM 3TOT IyTh, CIJICTEHHBIN MIAyTUHOU CyIbObI, KOTOPYIO Mpe/I-
pemaoT HaMm 6oru. Kpyr 3aMKHeTCsl, Kak 3aMbIKAeTCsl IIUKJI ca-
Mo xu3HM. Toraa Bce MIoxoe 3armyTaercsi B CeTH BEJIMKOro Ia-
yka Mkromu', 4ToOBI YITH C pacCBETOM, a XOPOIIIee MPOCKOIIb3-
HET B camoe cepaue JioBua... M ocranercsa 3aeck. Toxe B cepa-
ue. Ho yxe tBoem.

! Ykromn — MayK-TPUKCTEp B MUDOJIOTUU CUy-IaKoToB. VIKTOMU BBICTYIAN Kak ce-
STeJTb Pa3IOPOB M BMECTE C TeM KyJIBTYPHBIH repoi, H300peTaTeb JeI0BeYecKoi pe-
Y1, TOKPOBHTENb HAYK, CO3ATENh JIOBLIA CHOB. MoT IIpUHHUMATh JI000H OOJIHK.



JIOBIIBI OBLITM XPYITKUMU U €XaJId B PyYHOM KJIa[Iv, B PIOK3aKe
Jlecmn. Buk cupen B Kpecie caMosieTa ¥ COHHO KJIEBAJI HOCOM,
MOKa HaKOHeI| He yCHY/1. OH CIblall, KaK IIEJeCTAT CTPAHUIIbI
KHUTH, KaK JBIIIUT ero Jlecan, Kak oHa MHOTAA BO3UTCS, YTOOBI
MIOMEHSTh 103y, U 33a[IeBaeT ero KOJIEHOM WJIM IuiedoM,— 1 Bu-
Ka OXBaThIBAJI IPUATHBIN MOKOH. Ee apixanue ObUTO JTyulnie Bee-
ro Ha cBeTe. Y CKOJIbKHUX JII0Jieid OH OTHUMAaJI BO3MOKHOCTD JIbI-
math? C HUMM OH HaBcera cBsi3aj ceOsi CMEPTBIO, C HEM — JKU3-
Hb10. BBUIO HEBBIHOCUMO JIyMaTh, YTO €€ TeJIO MOTepsieT TeIio U
MSTKOCTb, IPyAb IEPECTAHET MEJIEHHO, CIIOKOMHO MOJIbIMAThCS,
IIEKH MOOIEKHYT, KOXa MOOJIeJHeeT, WICHbI OXBATUT TPYITHBIM
OLIETIEHEHUEM. Y3K€ MHOTO MECSIIEB eMy CHWICS OIMH U TOT ke
KOIIIMap: OHa JieXayla Ha Tajior JIMCTBE CPeIu Jieca, U U3Aaiu
€My Ka3aJloCh — OHA ITPOCTO CIUT, CBEPHYBILKCH MEXY JAPEBEC-
HBIX KOpHer. OH MOoaXoaui OJIKe, ¥ cepilie 3aXOAnuIoch OT 00-
su. TemHesno B 11a3ax, MUp TepsiT [IBET, MYJIbC CTy4al B BUCKaX
v ropie: Buk 3Has1, oHa Obljla MEpPTBa, MEpPTBa, U B TOM BUHOBAT
TOJBKO OH caMm. OH € JIPOKbIO CKJIOHSJICS HAl HEW, HE B CUJIaX
MPUKOCHYThCS. B TOT MUr €ro ayiiia omieraia oT Tejia, TOYHO OH
cam ObLT MEpTBEll, HO YWUTH B T€ CBETJIbIE JaJid, KOTOPbIE Mpej-
Ha3HA4aJIMCh €ro Jlecian, oH He MOT — CJIMIIIKOM MHOIO KpOBU
ObU10 Ha pykax. CMepTh pasnensiia ux HaBeku. Ee onpenensina k
cBety. Ero — Bo Temy. OH cMOTpEI B €€ JIMIO U HE MOI' HACMOT-
petbesa. EMy KIJIo BeKH M IIeKH, Oy/ITO TOJIOBY CYHYJIU B pacKa-
JICHHBIE YIJIU U IEPKaJld CUJION, KaK TOr/ia, B TY CTPAIIHYIO HOUb
Cpeny TperiepoB, Korjaa Kpyrom Obi1 orons. [locienHum B Tex



KOIIIMapax OH BUJIEJN, KaK Pa3MbIKATINCh €€ MEPTBbIE TYObI, U 30
pTa BBINOI3AJT YYIOBUIITHO OOJIBINION, Pa3MepoM €/IBa JI1 MeHb-
1ie ero, Buktopa, Kysaka, YepHbIi TayK. . .

Torga Buk BCKpHMKUBa, TSKENO JIbIIIA, U BCKAaKUBAJ, U Ca-
auicst B noctenu. Cepjlie CTydano y HEro BO BCEM Tele, py-
KM OXBaThIBAJI TPEMOP, OH ObLT BeCh B crie3ax. OH TUIakal, mo-
TOMY UYTO HUKOIJIA HUKEM TaK He JOPOXWJ, KaK el0,— U Korjaa
€€ OTHUMAJH, JIyullie ObUIO Obl, YTOOBl OTHSUIA €r0 COOCTBEH-
HYI0 XU3Hb. OJJHAKO 3TO OBLIO CIIUIIIKOM TPOCTO, CIIUIIIKOM 3T0-
UCTUYHO: yMEPETh CAMOMY U HE BUJIETh, UTO MOXET CTaTh C Jlec-
. Topa3fo cioxHee XUTh pad TOro, KOTO TaK CHJIBHO JIIO-
OuIIIb, YTOOBI Oepeub ero, MOKyAa JBIIIUIIb, U OJHAX/Ibl BCe-Ta-
KM HEU30€KHO IOTEePATh.

OH B3aparuBaj B TOM CHE, CHE B BO3[lyXe Mexay Texacom
u mratoM M»3H, u Jlecaun nHorma norjaaxkuBasa ero CMyrjioe 3a-
TsACThe, JieKaBIillee Ha pydyke Kpecna. Korma oHa kacaiach ero
TaK, YyBCTBOBAJIa, KAK OH YCIIOKAWBAJCs, OyATO OJHO ee IMpH-
CYTCTBHE MOIJIO OTOTHATh JIIOOYIO €ro TPEBOTY,— U yIUBJISIACH,
KaK MEHSUTUCh €r0 YepThl, CTAHOBSICh U3 KECTKUX U HATPSIKEeH-
HBIX MATKAMU, OJU3KUMH, pOIHBIMU. CaMoJIeT JISTOHbKO Kad-
HyJ10. Buk ypoHwm ronoBy ceGe Ha Tpyab. MenjeHHO ero pyku
CKaJIMCh B KyJ1aku. [lon BekaMu OBICTPO 3alleBeIHITUCh IIa3HbIe
S0JIOKH.

OH uyrto-10 Buen. OH uto-To npoxuBai. OH ObUT COBCEM He
C HEW, HE 3]IECh.



He60 B OxBape Bcerza ka3aaoch HACMYPHBIM: OHO CYIIIECTBO-
BaJIO HA TPaHMIIC CBETA U ThbMbI BEUHBIMU CYMEPKAMH, HO 3BE3[L
31ech He ObLI0, U BakxTepoH? TOCKOBAJI MO 3BE3/JaAM.

OH moOu1 CMOTpeTh Ha HOYHOE HEOO M yraJplBaTh CO3BE3-
aus. OH He Bcera NOHMMaJ JIOTUKY HAMMEHOBAHU 1, CXOKECTb C
TEM, B YECTh YET0 UX Ha3bIBAIOT, HO OBICTPO BHIYYMJI KAPTY 3BE3/I-
HOro He0a M MOT OPHEHTHUPOBAThCs MO Hel. B ero myme Obuia
HaJexk/Ja, 4To JIOIU, KOTOpblE cleJaau O0JbHO eMy U KOMY OH
caM MPUHEC MHOTO OOJH, OYMCTUIIUCH TOW KPOBBIO, KOTOPYIO OH
IIPOJINAJI, U BO3HECIIACH TYAA, JAXE €CJIM STOrO HE 3aCiTyKUBAJIU.
WHorga oH nbiTancs BCIIOMHUTh X UMEHA, UX JIMLA, HO HE MOT.
MHorzna 4to-TO0 MEJIBKAJIO B €r0 pa3yMe, KOrja OH OTXOOWJI OT
3aM0JIOIIHOTO OEIIEHCTBA OXOTHI: KAPTUHBI MPOIILIOTO, TaJIeKue
U ONM3Kue, BUEINCh KaK CKBO3b MyTHOE CTeksio. OH OMHIIT
14 ¥ COOCTBEHHYIO OecCUIbHYIO sIpoCcTh. OH MOMHMIT B3PbIBbI
U KpuKHU. KTO-TO 3BaJs1 KOro-To cep:kaHTOM: OH ObUI Ha BOiiHE?
Ecnu nma, T0 B Kakoe BpeMsi U Iie OH CTykui? 3a KOro oH Oui-
cA U ¢ KeM? ['1e-1o B ero namMsATi BO3JBUINIACH OCTOBBI CIOPEB-
mMx JomMoB. Het, He TOJIbKO JOMOB OOBIYHBIX... HO U Tpeiljie-
poB. [laxj0 OpIMOM U rapelo, ¥ OT 3allaXOB 9TUX €My CTaHOBH-
JIOCh JI0X0. MasnieHpKue J1aI0IKH KOJIOTWIIMCh B TEMHOE OKHO.

2 BaxxTepoH (ryponsl, upoke3sl) — beamonsHblid Kpuk, Kpuuarmuii.



[ToMHMJT KPUKU — 3BaJIM HA TTIOMOIIIb, & OH He npuiien. [Tomum,
KaK TalluI U3 Tejla IyKue KUIIKHA, OYATO KPOBaBYIO TUPIISHIY.
[TomMHUI, ¢ KAKUM OCTepBEHEHUEM MOTPOIIUI TO JIM YeTOBeKa,
TO JI OJIEHBIO TYIIIY, U PyKH ObUIM CKOJIb3KMMHU OT KpoBU. [Tom-
HWI MOJTBOBI O TIPOILIEHUH U Toimaae. [IoMHII, 4To KaaocTh u3
HEro BBIPBAJIM, U OH OCTAJICS C JIBIPOW B TPYIH, CaM BBIIIOTPO-
IIEHHbIN, 1 HUKOTO MpouiaTth He XOTell. « Thl HACTOSIIIUI Tepou,
CBIHOK, HEMHOTHe TIOCTYIUJIM Obl Tak. § HamuIy 00 3TOM B pa-
nopte». CloBa CKOJNB3WIM CIOBHO 3X0. [IoMHUJI ThMY U TaHell,
u Oesnble ymna Kpyrom. Ee pyku oOBuBasu ero mewo. Eii mpuxo-
JIWJIOCHh TIPUKUMAThCS K HEMY OYeHb OJTM3KO, OHa Obljla MaJleHb-
KO PsiIOM C HUM — OH HakJIoHsiIcs. OHa aposkasia v Tpernerania
B €ro JIAIOHSX: OH OBUT TOJIOH THeBa M He:KHOCTU Torja. «Kem
Obl HA OBUT 3TOT YOJIONOK, MBI €0 HAlJIeM: HUKTO O HEM 3HaTh
HE JIOJKeH, MHauye mpoOieMbl Y Hac OyayT OrpOMHBIE, rOpas3io
OOoJIBIIINE, YEM €CJTIM OH MPUIIIBET KOTo-TO ellie». AJIble MOJIOCHI,
6emnast Mmacka. [TorpeckaBiasicst TOBEpXHOCTb. JIOKHOE JUIIO?. . .

BakxTepoH B3ApOrHyJ, KOrja YCIbIIal KeHCKU KPUK CO
CTOpPOHBI Jieca. KpHK ero BCTpEeBOKUII M HATIOMHUJI O CTaTy3TKe
JIeBYIIIKU, KOTOPYIO OH BbIpe3as — pa3 OT pa3a BCIIOMUHas ee 00-
JIMK Bce Jiyule U AetanbHee. OH He XOTeN MPU3HABATbCS B 9TOM,
HO gyMai o Hed. KTo oHa Takas ¥ OTKyza OH €€ IIOMHUT?

Kak ecnu cymiectBoBasia Obl 11€Tb, MPOTSHYBINASCS OT €ro

3 Mackn Jloxkusix Jlur — pUTYaIbHBlE HPOKE3CKME MACKHU, KOTOpblE M300paKaiu
JIyXOB, TIOMOIITHUKOB Jiofel. Macka Opula HyXHa He YTOOBI CKPBITh JINYHOCTh Yesio-
BeKa, a YTOOBI TPaHC(POPMHUPOBATH HAJIEBIIIETO ¢ YeOBeKa B X, BOILIOIICHHHIN B
3TOi Macke.



cepIa K ee, KeM Obl Ta JIEByIIIKAa HA ObUIA,— TaK LIEMb 3Ta JIaBUIIa
U CKMMaJIa C KaXIbIM JIHEM Bce criibHee. CHavasa ToHKast, Oyj-
TO HUTb, OHA CTAHOBUJIACH BCA Tskesnee U BecoMmee, U BakxTte-
POH MOPOii pacTupan cede rpyab U TSKENO b, 3aMUpasi Ha
HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl, KaK YeJIOBeK, Y KOTOPOTrO YTO-TO HECTEPITUMO
6omut. Cerogas Oonb cTasia CHIIbHEe U cepbesHee. OH OTIOKUT
HOX, TIOCMOTpeJT Ha HeOO, YBUJIEN NITUILY: TY CaMyl0, CTPaHHOTO
BOpPOHA. 3a1yMaBIIIMCh, BakXTEpPOH CKJIOHWJI FOJIOBY HA0OK, caM
TIOXOXKUI Ha BOpoHa. Hu o/1HOM SMoIIMK He OBUIO Ha ero cTapom
MackKe, TakK IUIOTHO MPUIABIIEN K JIMIYY, TOYHO OHA cama JIUIIO
9TO 3aMeHs1a. BOpoH Kpyxui Haf JiecoM, TaM, Kyaa BakxTepo-
HY U JIPyTUM OXOTHUKaM M3 Mpepuil myTh ObUT 3aKa3aH. 3ayeM
uM B siec? Tam youBatotr apyrue. Jlydie ocTaBuTh UX B MOKOE.
Jlyd1ie 3aHATbCA CBOUM JIEJIOM.

JIbIM HMYEro He cKa3ayl eMy, XOTs 3aMeTHJI, YTO OH BCTPEBO-
*eH. BakxTepoH NMo-MHIEWCKH CeJl, TONOKWI PyKH Ha KOJIEHU U
CTaJI CMOTPETh Ha KPOMKY Jieca, Ty/a, IJie YTO-TO MaHWJIO 1 3Ba-
JIO €ro.

HaxkoHer| oH He BblJiepXkall U MOPLIBUCTO MOAHsICSA. Muctep
Byru BckuHy1 TeMHbIe OPOBU.

— Kypna te1?

— Xouy B3IJISTHYTh, UTO TaM MPOUCXOauT, 6mm3 Kukano,— cka-
3aJ1 BakxTepoH 1 poBEpMII TOMaraBK B HOJKHaX Ha Oejipe.

— Tebe ceituac ObUIO MaJIO KPOBHU?

Nx KatBa KOHUMJIACh, a Ta, YTO BEJIACh B JIECY, UX HE Kaca-
Jack. [IpIM ¢ MHTEpecOM BCIIYIIMBAJICSI, HO HE BCTPEBaJ MOKA.



BakxtepoH noxain mieyamu.

— Hy, nonycrum.

Byru gepHy mMeKo# 1 MpoIIesNcs MoAasbIile OT Kpas 0OpbIBa
— [0 IPEBHUM, BbIOEJIEHHBIM BETPOM M BpEMEHEM KOCTSIM UCTIO-
JIMHA, HA YbeM Telle OHU BTpoeM oOpertaiuck. byru ¢ Bakxrepo-
HOM CTaJIM APY3bsIMU; 002 3HAJIM TO, HE TOBOPSI TPOMKUX CJIOB,
Y 3HAJIM, YTO MOIJIU APYT APYry AOBEpsATh. Teneps xe byru ka-
3aJICS1 Pa3/10CaJOBAHHBIM.

— 41 roBopio nipaBay,— TUXO 3aMETUT BakXTepoH.

— He B 3TOM z1€710, OpOCh,— momopiwicss Mucrep Byru.— 4
TeOe BepIo, HO Thl CaM He CBOM B ocyieiHee BpeMsi. Thl Bce 00Ib-
111e MOJTYUIIIb, U MBICJIU B TOJIOBE Y TeOs1 BOPOUAIOTCS] HEBaKHbIE.
S BUKyY 9TO M 4yBCTBYIO. §I HEe X04y, UTOOBI ThI BCTPSLT B HETPU-
SATHOCTH.

— Bpone kakux?

— Bpone Tex, kotopble TeOs KIyT, ECIU Thl pazoyapyelib bo-
TUHIO.

BakxTepoH OoTBEpHYJICS, HIETKHYI A3bIKOM. OT CBOETrO OH OT-
CTyHaTh He kejajl. Byru He Bblaepkaj, paCKUHYJ PyKU:

— U Bce xe, 3a4eM Thl Ty UIEIIb?

— 51 Obl He cTas BHIIBITHIBATH UCTUHHBIE HAMEPEHUs y TOTO,
KTO O HUX TOBOPHUTH HE XOYET,— BAPYT MOAMETHII BCETIa MOTYA-
JIMBBIA [IpIM U 3aTAHYJICS CUTAPETOM.

Bakxtepon ycmexHnyscs. [Tomonyain. 3arem nomanun Mucre-
pa Byru k ce6e. Tor nopoien Oyuke ¥ HABUC HAJI IPYTOM, yIie-
peB pyKH B OOKa.



— Xouy MOBUJATH KOE-KOTO.

OH cKa3aJs 3T0 THXO, TAK, CJIOBHO XOTEJ COXPAHWUTH B TaliHE
JIUIIb MEKY HUMU TPEMSI.

— Koro?- naxmypuscs Mucrtep byru.

M Momual, Kypui cebe 1 Bce HIypuics, AyMal O 4eM-TO
cBoeM. BakxTtepoH He oTBeTrJ1. TOIBKO MEAJIEHHO BBIHYJ U3 Kap-
MaHa 3a MOHO)KaMU BbIPE3aHHYIO U3 IepeBa CTaTy3TKY U MOIHEC
€€ K Ila3aM, CJIOBHO OLIEHIIMK — JIoporov kameHb. Hakonen-to
OHA TOJTyYUJIaCh TAKOH, Kak OH XOTeJ. M3rud riaBHOro keHcKo-
IO TeJsa, IJIMHHASA 1Ies ¥ FOJI0Ba, OTKUHYTAsA Ha3al. [InnHHas Ko-
ca CKOJIb3WJIA 32 €€ CIIUHOM, Napy npsiaer BakxTepoH HameTu
Ha JIMIle HEerJTyOOKMMU OOpO3/1aMH, OCTaBJIEHHBIMU HOKOM. U,
TMOOYsICh YepTaMu, TaK 3alaBIIUMHU eMy B IaMsTh, OH CKa3aJl:

— Ty, c keM s TIpex;ie, MOA03peBalo, ObLT JITYHO OUYEHb XOPO-
10 3HAKOM.

110 Bpems, cmeHsich ZKaTBbl, HO He THU; 371ech, B OBXape*,
HeNnpepbIBHBIM MOTOKOM KPOBHU U THEBA JJIUJIMCh BEUHbIE CyMEP-
KM, ¥ B CTPAIITHOM 3TOM MHPE Mbl ObUIA UTO 32)KUBO CXOPOHEH-
HBIMH B OpaTCKOW MOTuJie — O6e3 CriaceHusl, HaJIe)K/Ibl MJI CBETa,
MBI CKOpOesu 1o cede, T0KUAasICh, KOrja repBasi TopcTh 3eMJTU

4 OBxapa (MpoKe3bl) — OyKBaJIbHO «TOHHEJb», «IIOJIOCTh B CTBOJIE OTPOMHOTO Jepe-
Ba», MeTa(hOPUIECKU — IIEPEXOA MEXKIAY MUPAMU B PUTYyalIbHbIX CHOBUAeHUsAX. [loTy-
CTOPOHHHUI MUP MHJEHCKUX OOTOB M Ty/IOBHIII.



yIajieT CBEpXy U Bce OyAeT KOHYEHO.

[Mocne [lanaya s nonTO HE MOIJIA MIPUATH B ceOs: MEHSI CKO-
BaJIO CJIMIIKOM CHJIbHBIM CTPaxoM, WATH B JIeC OMSATh U OMSATh,
YTOOBI TPOUTH Uepe3 Te Ke MYKH, ObIO HEBBIHOCUMO — HO KyJia
neBatbesi? JInOo MeHst 6e3BO3BPATHO pacTep3aloT Tax-Tax-Kiie-
ax’, MO0 s TIOMBITAIO CYACThsI B O0phOE 3a CBOOOY.

CBoOopa. .. Bce MBI CTpeMIITUCH K Hell, TOJTKOM He TIpe/ICTaB-
7581, 9TO OyAeT, KOrja MojiyduM ee W MoydrM Jin BooOie. Hu
s, H1 MaiikJj1, Hu KoHHM He 3HaIi, Kak OTcIofla BBIOpaThCs, Kak
HE 3HAJIM U T JIIO/IA, KOTOPBIX MBI M3PE/IKa BUJICIU B/IAH B Jie-
CYy — SIBHO OJTHOTO C HaMH TOPECTHOT'O TOJIOKEHUsI, OJTHAKO pa3
32 pa3oM BCE MBI YIPSIMO TBITAIUCH BHIOPAThCS U3 JIOBYIIIKH, B
KOTOpYI0 yromid. Tsokeso, K ¢JIoBy, O0POThCS 3a TO, Yero Jiaxe
HE TOMHHUIIIb: TEPsIeTCS OMpeJie/ieHHAss MOTUBAIIUS, U BCE YCH-
JIVSL CBOJIATCS K TPOCTOMY KEJIAHHWIO He TIOTMOHYTh CAMBIM MY-
YUTETBHBIM 00Pa30M, TOJIBKO M BCETO.

WHorna, pa3Beiss OTOHb CPe IEPEBbEeB M KAMHEH, MBI C pe-
OsITaMM MeYTaJIv, YTO B OUYEPEIHON pa3 yMpPEM — M UyJOM OY-
HeMcsl y cebst noma. ['e, He 3HaM, HO TaM OBUIO OBl XOPOIIO
1 0e30I1acHO, W A€Hb ObUT ObI JTHEM, a HOYb ObLIa OBl HOYBIO, U
HaJ| ToJI0BOM ObLIM OBbI COJTHIIE M 3Be3/Ibl. VIHOIrma MeuTanu, 4To
MCUYEe3HEM HaBCEeT/Ia U MIePeCcTaHeM UCTIBITHIBATEL OOJIb, CTPax, Mo-
BTOPSIIOIINECS MYKH, KOTOPBIE HaM JapHJTi O€3bICXOHOCTh M OT-

3 Tax-Tax-Kjie-ax — B MH]OJIOTHH YePOKH BEIbMBI-OO0POTHHU, OTPOMHBIE COBBI C JIH-
LAMU YPOAJIMBBIX cTapyX. IToxuiaioT Jiogeid U NporIaThlBaloT KX, IOCIE OTPBIrMBast
HOTaJKU U3 YEJIOBEUECKUX KOCTEH.



yasiHre. He 3Hato, Kakoe U3 3THX jKeJIaHu# ObUIO CHIIbHee, HO HaM
OTKa3bIBAIN Jake B JOOPOBOJIBHOW THOEINH, 1 3TO OBLIO CTpaIll-
Hee BCero.

Mexny ’KarBamu s1 KOpoTaja MUHYTHI, 33yMUMBO Tepedu-
pasi B Majbliax TOHKYIO aJIyl0 JIEHTY, JIEHTY C MOTpPENaHHbIMU
KpasMy ¥ TIOOJEKIYI0, BUAa CaMOTO0 OOBIYHOTO, HO IS MEHS
— JIOpO’Ke 30J10Ta U IParolieHHOCTEN, MOTOMY YTO OHa ObLIa Ya-
CTULIEN MUpA, U3 KOTOPOTO 5 MPUIIUIA, & 3HAYUT, CAMOUN HACTO-
smien. MIHoraa, mogHoOCs ee K HO3IpsAM, 1 yJlaBivMBaia (haHTOM-
HbIE 3aMaxu, ¢ KOTOPHIMU MPUXOIWIIN OTTOJIOCKU OBICTPBIX BOC-
MOMUHAHU.

4l cablana TONOT KOIBIT U MYKCKOM CMEX, UyBCTBOBaJIa Ha
KOX€ SIPKWI COJTHEYHBIN Kap, a B BOJIOCAX — MPOXJIAAHBIN Be-
Tep. Sl oOHMMasTa KOro-To 3a IJIeYH U 3aphIBAJIACh B BOJIOCH I1BE-
Ta TEMHOT'O KalllTaHa, PacKOJIOTOrO ¥ TOYEPHENIOrO OT BPEMEHHU.
Bce 310 Ka3asioch JajiekuM MpeKpacHbIM CHOM, B KOTOPOM MHE
XOTEJIOCh OCTaThCsl HABEUHO.

Hwudro xopoiiiee BeYHO He JUIUTCS, TEM OHO U OECIIeHHO.

Mpi cuntanu JKaTBbl yKe MO MPUBBIYKE, MOJOCYsT OTBECHYIO
CKaJly TOHKMMH 3apyOKaMu, ¥ KaXKIbIil U3 HAC OCTABJISLT CBOU OT-
MeTuHbl. OHU OBUTH €JMHCTBEHHBIMU CBUJIETEIISIMU, CJIOBHO TO-
BOPSIIMMU: OHU OBLTH 3716Ch, OHU ObLTM HACTOSIIIIUMHY, OHH OBbUTA
KUBBIMH.

4 ¢ Tpynom Hanaparaia KycKOM OCTPOro KamMHsl OIUHHAI1a-
TYIO JIMHUIO ¥, OPOCHB €ro Ha 3eMJI0, OTPsIXHYJIa pyKu. B 3ty
7KatBy MBI TBUTQITCH B 00XO1 APYTOM TPYIIITBI, KUBIIEH Y 3ara -



HOI ToukH cKajl. C 3TUMU JTIOAbMH MBI ObLITM He3HaKOMbI. COmu-
3UTHCS HaM He AaBanu. Jlec, OyATO JKHMBOM, MyTaJl TPOITH U TIO-
CTOSIHHO MEHSUICS, MOAYMHSSICh TOJbKO Bojie OXOTHUKOB. [l
Hac ObLI0 OECIoJIe3HBIM 3alIOMMHATh HAIIPABJIEHUS: JIEC B OJHY
7KaTBy He MOXOAMJI Ha JiEC B JPYTyI0; Mbl IIBITAJUCh COCTaBUTD
KapTy MECTHOCTH, HO Bce ObUIo TieTHO. K Tomy ke KonHm u
Maiiks pacckasblBasld, Kak MHOT/A KEPTBbI MOACTABISUIIM JIPYT
Apyra, 4yToObl BBDKUTb M OTBJI€Yb BHUMaHue yOuiIl oT ceds, 1
MBI CYUTAJIH, YTO CONMMKATHCS C APYTMMH OMacHo. MeHs yuniu
HE ToBepATh HUKOMY. CiioBaM Apy3el sl MOKOPHO BHUMAaJIA, HO
BCIIOMMHAJA Ty JEBYILKY C TEMHON KOCOW, YBUTON cepeOpsiHbI-
MU HUTSMU PaHHEN CEJUHBL: JEBYIIKY, KOTOpasl BCTYNUJIACh 32
MeHs nepes [anayom, a nociie, NOAYMHUBLIMCH EMY, HE 110 CBO-
el Bose ynuia. 5 He muTasa K Hell TIoXux 9yBcTB. OHa XOTs Obl
IbITA1aCh CIACTU MEHS, U Mbl 00€ MOHUMAJIY, YTO ClIeJIaTh OHA
HUYero He Moria. Ho 0iHO Myumsio MeHs: oyeMy OH He yOuII
ee? Kakum cekperoMm oHa obnajasia, ecv OOUH U3 CTpAlTHEeH-
mmx yowiir; OBXapsl HE TPOHYJ €e, a MPOCTo mporHan? f mpo-
6oBaJla OCTOPOKHO pa3y3HaTh O Heil y KoHHu, HO OHa He 3Haja,
0 KOM 1u1a pedb. «Hu onuH youiinia HUKOr1a He OTIYCKaeT CBO-
el JKepTBbI»,— TBEpAUJIA OHA HeloBepurBo. Ho He npuBuaenach
K€ MHE Ta He3HaKOMKa? YBBbI, OOJIbIIIEe MBI HE BCTPEYAJIHCh, U CO
BpPEMEHEM O Hell MPUILIOCh 3a0bITh.

B To Bpems MmbI 11 O11u3 pyubs Kukaro — mecra, rie opyo-
BaJI )KecTokMid 1 ObicTpbiil bapon Cy66oTa. BopoTbest ¢ HUM ObI-
70 Gecrione3Ho. Y Hac He ObUTO HU OpPYKUSI, HU 1IeIM TIOOeIUTD,



TaK YTO PacCIpaBUTHCS C HUM MBI He cMoriu Obl. [ToToMy mbI pe-
I OOOWTH €ro CTOPOHOM M cOexaTh. Kukano otnernst npe-
pUIO OT Jieca, M Cepiiie Moe OMIOCh B TOpiie, Belb B 3Ty JKaTBy
MBI [TPOLUIY TaK JAJIEKO, MIOUTH A0 I'PaHMIIbI IByX TEPPUTOpUA!
O TOM, 4TO B MpeprH OXOTHIIUCH YOUIIIBI e1ie Oojee OMacHbIe,
s cTapaJlach He AyMarh.

— Hepxuch O3 MeHsl,— menHyna KoHHu, ABurasch Mexmay
OMEpPTBEJIbIX YEPHBIX [IEPEBLEB.

Jlec craHoBuUJICS Bce mpo3pauHee, U s 3aMeTuIIa Ie-TO TaMm,
cOOKy OT Hac, Kak B ITyOMHE Yally CKOJb3WIN APYTrHe BbIKH-
BAJIBIIMKKA CO CKJIOHOB ropbl. Sl He mbITajgach MOMOYb UM WU
TMOZICKa3aTh BBIXOJ K PYYbl0: HUKTO M3 HUX TOXE HE MOMOT Obl
MHe. {1l Bujiena ux HesCHble TEHU B MIJIUCTOM TyMaHe, TOJIbKO 1
Bcero. [lotom Baanm nocinelancs CIaBjJeHHbIM KPUK, U OJHOTO
U3 HUX HE CTaJo.

— OH MOeT MOSABUTHCS U3 HUOTKY/1a,— cka3aia KonHu u max-
HyJIa MHE PyKOH, ucuesast B Oesniecoit nenene.— Vaem.

Chavana Hac ObUTO Tpoe, HO Maiiki mpomnan u3 BULY, TO JI
He MOXeJIaB UITH C HaMU, TO JIU BbIHYKJIEHHbIA OTCTaTh. Bee B
JYYIIMX TPaJuUUsAX — pa3deuch C IPy3bsIMU MO HECUACTHIO U
Oyab yOUTHIM B JiBa pa3a ObicTpee!

Konnm GecrrymMHO Kpanach MEXAy YEpHBIX AEPEBbEB B OT-
JAJIIEHUH, s1 HEOTCTYITHO ClIeIoBala 3a Hel. TymaH cTiaics no
MIIMCTOM 3eMJI€ IIMPOKUMH I10JIOCAMU, [IOXOKUMH Ha MOPCKHE
BOJIHBI, M HAC 3aXJIECTHYJIO UMHU, KOTJIa 51 IepellarHy/ia 4yepes y3-
Ku# pydend... ['panuiia Obi1a mpoiiaeHa, MeHsl OXBAaTHIIO BOJIHE-



HUe. DTo ObLT MEpBbINd pa3, Korjaa s BhIOpaiach U3 jieca, U Te-
nepb He 3Haja, 4ero xaarb. CTOMIO caenarh mar yepe3 He3pu-
MYIO YepTY, KaK sl OKa3aJlach COBEPIIIEHHO OfIHa TIOCPEIH MyCTO-
ThI ¥ O€J1eCOll HeU3BECTHOCTH, a 3aTeM MMOYYBCTBOBAJIA MO/ HOTa-
MU BOBCE HE MSTKYIO IIOYBY, a acaibT. X0TeJaoch 1o3BaTh KoH-
HU, HO 3TO OBUIO PABHOCHJIBHO CAMOYOUICTBY — U, COOPABIIIMCH
C JIyXOM, s CTasia K/1aTh, YTO OyAeT Jajbllie.

TymaH paccesiics ¥ OTCTYIUII, KaK ec/iv Obl UCTIONIMH Pa3Belt
€ro TUraHTCKUMM JIAJIOHSIMHU B CTOPOHBI, TOUHO TeaTpaJibHbIE KY-
JIMCBI, YTOOBI ITOKA3aTh JTIOOOMBITHOMY 3PUTEITIO MECTO JEHUCTBHSI.
[lepeno mMHOW mpencTaay JoMa B KOJOHUAJIBHOM CTHIIE, YKpa-
IIEHHbIE THIKBAMU, YePHBIMU (pJ1aXKKaMU U TOPSAIITMMU CBEYAMU:
JoMa ¢ JIy’)KalKaMu, IepeBbsIMU 10 OOKaM TpOTyapa U MallliHa-
MU, TIOCTaBJIEHHBIMU Y 000uuHbI. To OblJ1a OOBIYHAS YJIMIIA, TIO
KpasiM OKpY’KeHHasi K1yOsiIeics ce1oil AbIMKOM.

Xammoyun? 3pech otMevanu XsuioywH! f HepemmuTtenbHO
OCTaHOBUJIAChH, PA3IJISIIBIBAS ITYCTYIO YJIMILY ITyCTOTO e TOPOJIKA.
Betep Men mo gopore TyCKJIble OpaHKeBble JIUCThS, TPeran 3a-
PBDKEBIIINE IPEBECHBIE KPOHBI ¥ TUIAKAT, MTOBUCIIHI HA TOJICTHIX
HEMNsIX 1 3a0pbI3raHHbIA 3aCTAPENION, BHICOXINEN KPOBBIO — yike
He aJioil, a Oypoit:

«Mucrtep Byru He moouT X3mI0ynH».

BpbI3ru ObLIM TAKUMH, TOYHO KOMY-TO 371€Ch TIOJIOCHYJIU TIO
ropJly ¥ KpoBb (DOHTAHOM XJIBIHYJIA U3 PAHbI.

[Tpu ynmoMuHaHUM OJHOTO U3 CTpAITHENIUX youiil OBXapsl s
MOSKMIIACh U pa3BepHYJIaCh, YTOOBI yOpaThCs OTCIONA IOCKOpee,



OJJHAKO TyMaH CMBIKAJICSl 32 MHOM TaKOW IJIOTHOM CTEHOM, 4To,
IIarHYB B HETO, 51 HE YBU/EJa HUYEro AaJIble BBITSAHYTON PYKH.
MHe npuUIIIoch BEpPHYTHCS, YTOOBI He OPOIUTH B HEM BEUHOCTb.
4 otonwna k o0ourHe, nepKach Jajiblie OT HEHTPa JAOPOrHd, a 3a-
TeM 3aBepHYJIa 3a JIOM C BEPaHJION, BBIKpAIIEHHON B Oenbiid. ¥V
ra3oHa Jie)xasla IpyJa yBECUCTBIX KaMHEH, U, HAKJIOHUBIINCD, 51
noso0pasa ofivH, C OCTPOIl I'PaHbI0: OH YIOOHO JIOXKUIICA B PYKY,
U B ClIy4ae 4ero s Morjia yaapuTh UM JII0OOro, KTO HamajaeT Ha
MeHs1. MHe cTajlo 4yTOUKY CHOKOMHEe.

Ha mycThIX ZOpOXKax 3a YIJIIOM HUKOTO He ObUIO, JIMIIb BSI3-
KW TyMaH, CITyCKaBIIIMIACSI BMECTO HeOa HaJl TOJIOBaMH, J1a KpH-
Bbl€ KPOHBI YEPHBIX JIEPEBbEB, YKPAIICHHBIE PEIKON JMCTBOM,
KOTOpasi misicana noj ciabsiM oceHHUM BeTpoMm. Ha ogHoM u3
HUX, Ha y3JIOBATOW BETBH, CUJIEJ KPYITHBIM YEPHbIM BOPOH. OH
NPUCTATBHO HAOJIO/1a)T 32 MHOM, CJIOKUB KPbUIbs, U 51 IPOBOIM-
JIa €ro OTBETHBIM B3IVIJ0M, IPOM/Is1 MUMO.

Bnpyr Ha creHe moma, Haj kapoBHeH st OapOekio, rie Obl-
71 OpOIIEHBI MIMTIIB TSI MsICa ¥ Ha JKEJIE3HON PYKOSITH BHCEN
TIOKPBITHII OarpoBBIMU MSTHAMU (PapTyK, MPOCTYIIHIIA KPOBaBast
Ha/I[TUCh:

«Yt0 OBI THI HU COTBOPHII, XOPOIIIEe WJIU JypHOE, 3Hal, TBOM
KOHEII TpeIoNpeieieH: TopeTh Tebe B TeeHHE OrHeHHOW, ro-
peTb!»

4 moexunace 1 nocremmmna yoparscsi ortyaa. OcraBarbces ofi-
HOUM B 9TOM TOPOJKE, Ha €ro MyCTOM YJIWIle, MHE HE XOTeJOCh:
s HaJleslJlach, YTO PAHO WJIM TIO3[JHO Hai/ly €ro rpaHulily U nepe-



CTYIUTIO €€, YTOOBI TIONACTh B IPEPUIO U BCTPETUTHCS, €CIIU T10-
Be3eT, ¢ Konnn u Mankiiom. YTo ke Takoe 3TOT CTpaHHBIM IO-
pon? Heyxenu npu3pak 4bero-To 1ajaekoro BocrnomuHanus? Ec-
JIM TaK, 3HAYUT, MOOIU30CTU €CTh U yOUiIIa.

Hanpsras ciyx, s OCTOPOXKHO MOMSTUIACD, IEPKACH 3a CTEHY
PYKOM, U pa3BepHYIACh, YTOOBI MOWTH JAJIBIIE. .. KOTJA TIEPeIo
MHOM U3 TyMaHa BBICTYIUJI YEJIOBEK B MacKe, YKPAIIeHHON KPo-
BaBbIM PacKpacoM.

— JIpsiBON!— BRIIAUIMITA 51 M OpOcHyIach OekaTh, HO OH OKa3ajicst
OwICTpEe.

OH HarHaj MeHs B OTHO MTHOBEHHUE U, CXBaTUB 3a Mpe/Iuie-
Ybe, pBaHyll K cede.

— VBBI 151 T€OsI, HO KOE-KTO MOXYXKe.

Torna 51 cTucHynna MogOOpaHHBI KaMeHb U, 3aMaxHYBIIIUCH,
yaapuia youiily B BUCOK. KopoTkoro mura, Korja najblibl €ro
pazKaUCh, XBaTUJIO: s CTPEMUTEIbHO OpOCHIach MpoYb, OHA-
KO OH CXBaTWJI MEHs 32 KOCY, HAMOTAJI €€ Ha KYJIaK U MPUTSIHYJI
K ceOe, HeB3upasi Ha MoU OOJIe3HEHHbIEe CTOHBIL. $1 TbITaack ynia-
pUTH €ro CHOBA, HO OH BBIKPYTUJI MHE PyKH, 3a0pajl KaMeHb U
HIBBIPHYJ €70 B CTOPOHY.

— Her, vet! Otiyctu meHs !

OH HEBO3MYTHMO CTHCHYJI MOE TOPJIO PYKOU, MTOKPBITOM NEp-
YaTKOW, MOJIHSUI MEHSI HA BECY U BIleYaTas B CTEHY JIoMa CIIMHOM.
OT cTpaxa — cTpaHHO, HO OOJILHO He ObLIIO — MHE YIAI0Ch U3aTh
KOPOTKHIA TIPOTECTYIOIUI XpUIl, U OoJbliie HU4Yero. 5 ObicTpo
yJIaBIMBajia CTPAITHbIC YePThI Mepes] COOOM, 1 MaHWKa OBJIaJie-



Bajla MHOU Bce ObicTpee. YenoBek B MacKe ¢ KpOBaBbIMU TOTE-
KaMU U YEepPHBIMU I'yOaMU, C JUIMHHOM TeMHOW KOCOM, BHIITPAB-
JIEHHOM W3-TI0J] PBAHOW HAKUJKH C KaMIOIIOHOM, C TOMaraBKoM
Ha Oeflpe... HET, HeT, OH He U3 JIECHBIX yOuiil. MeHsi 000KII0
CTpallHo# goraakoi. OH ke U3 npepuu, s cibliiana, Kak Maiki
u Konnu roBopwim o HeM. ['oBopriin, Kak OH ObICTP, HEYMOJIAM
Y KECTOK M KaK PaclpaBJisieTcsl C )KePTBAMU, BHIITYCKasi UM BHYT-
PEHHOCTU OXOTHUYBUM HOKOM HWJIM TOMaraBkom. TOYHO HasiBy,
s1 ycnplinasia paHTOMHBIN XPYCT KOCTEH M MPeCTaBUIIa, KaK JIe3-
BHE TOMOPA BOH3AETCsI B MOIO IJIOTh. MeHsI OXBaTWIa IPOXKb.

910 cam Bakxtepon!

CxaBIIKCh, s1 CMOJIKJIA U 3aMepJia B €r0 pyKax, 3aTPaBJIEeHHO
DJIsi/isl B TIIyOOKME TJIA3HUIIBI CTApPOM MAcKH, CPOCHIEHCS] ¢ HUM
TaK, YTO MEXAY KOXel 1 Hel He ObLI0 HU eMHOTOo 3a30pa. Mac-
Ky Oy/ITO BILIABUJIM B ero jmio. Tpeneia, s aaina, 4to Oyaer
Jajbllie, W KAaja MyK U CTpaJlaHHid, HO OH, TOIJISIEB HA MEHSs
TaK 1 TAK CO BCEX CTOPOH, TOUHO U3y4Yasi, BIPYT 3arOBOPUIL

[onoc y Hero ObUT TUXWH M HU3KUI. BakXTepoH moacTynuicst
OMKe U TTPUIKaIT MEHsI K TPYIHM, U 51 MOUyBCTBOBaJA, KaK KaX0e
CJIOBO BUOPUPOBAJIO B HEl:

— Tuxo, munasi, bonbiie He Kpruu. 51 Oyy JTacKOB U BEKIJIUB,
€CJIM XOPOIIIEHHKO 00 STOM MOTPOCHIIIL U TIEPECTaHEIIIb PAThCSI.
MoxeT ObITh, TOTJa 51 TeOs1 HE TPOHY.

— Ilomen Tei!— cunHyna s, OTYasIHHO BIMBIIMCH HOITSIMU B
€ro CMyIJIyI0 PYKY U TIBITAsICh OTBECTU ee OT cBoero ropna. Ho
xBaTKa y BakxtepoHa Oblia jkeJie3HOM, a Ha 00k OH He oOparran



HUKAKOTO BHUMAaHHUSI.

— 3a4yeM ke rpyOouTh?— yIUBHJIICS OH.— Sl TpOIITy BCEro JINIIb
0 MaJIOCTH: O pa3roBOpe.

— C pykoii Ha ropJjie He MpocsT!

— Torpa s Tpedyio,— yXMbUIbHYJICSI BakxTepoH.— Ycnokoiics:
B 3Ty JKaTBy CBOIO )aX1Iy KpPOBHU s YTOJIWII, IOTOMY ceiyac OT-
nyity Teb6st. [ToBTopioch, He B3yMaii OexkaTh 1 He MbITafics MHE
HaBPEAUTh, 3TO TIIETHO U Mbl JIUILb 3ps IoTepsieM Bpems. Bripo-
YyeM, COJTy, €CIM CKaky, YTO Thl MEHsI He Bocxutuia. Penkue
JKEPTBBI CpakaloTcs ¢ oXoTHUKamu. O HaKo TeOe MEeHs BCe paB-
HO He yOWTb, a €CIM MOOEKHUIIIb, 5T JIETKO TeOsI IOTOHIO, ¥ TOra
Oy/IeT TOJBKO XYKe.

— Kypna eme xyxe. ..

— $1 ciomaro Tebe HOrM, YTOOB HE B3Aymasa OOJbIIe yIu3-
HYTb.

4l ouenenena. 3aMeTUB yKac y MEHs Ha JIMLIE, OH MATKO pac-
cMmestIcs:

— Bor 310 Aapyroe aeno. Tel ke ymMHasA JEBOYKA U HE CTAHEIIIb
BBIKU/IBIBATH TAKUX IIyniocTeil? Besp 51 gaxke He AocTal HOX.

DJIEraHTHBIM JKECTOM OH IIOBEJ IPYroll PyKOW B IEpuarke,
TOYHO JIEMOHCTPUPYS, UTO OPYXKHUsI IIPU HEM HET.

B cnenytommii MU OH yke MOCTaBUJI MEHs Ha 3eMJII0 U pas-
’KaJ pyKy, IPUCTAJIbHO HaOMoas 3a TeM, Kak s OTUPAIO 1Iel0 U
kauuiso. C HEHaBUCTBIO B3IVISIHYB HA HETO, s IPOU3HECA:

— OpHaxap! 1 BHIOEPYCh OTCIONA, U3 STOU MPOKJISITON JIBIPHI,
HO TIepeji 3TUM BJOBOJb MOMOOYIOCh Ha TO, KK THI U IpyTHe Ta-



KHe ke yOImoaku Oyere KOPUUThCs OT MYUHUTENIBHOU CMEPTH.

— OueHp Haryra,— W3/eBaTeIbCKU (DBIPKHYJ BakxtepoH u
CJIOKWJT Ha TIIUPOKOH TPy/IU PyKH, OMAPASICh TUIEYOM O CTEHY JI0-
Ma.— A Terepb AaBail HAUHUCTOTY, MAJIBIIIIKA.

— 51 TeGe He MasbIIKa!

— He cyTb. Tol MasbiKa 1J11 MEHs BO BCEX OTHOIICHUSX. . .—
OH morIsizieN1 Ha MeHsI CBepXy BHU3, YCMEXHYBILIUCH, U TIPOJION-
KU1 — Thl 5Ke 3Haelllb, KTO sl TAKOM.

— K Hecyacrrlo, 3Haro.

OH KUBHY.

— W s 3Ha10, 4TO Y T€Os1 OOIBIIIE TPOOIEMBI C TIAMSTHIO.

— VBbI, HE HACTOJIBKO CEPbE3HBIE, YTOOBI 3a0bITh TEOS.

— 41 He3aObIBaeM,— IIYTJIMBO pa3Bes OH PyKaMmu, BHOBb MPH-
HUMasI ITPEXKHIOI0 BATIbSIKHYIO T03Y.— OTHAKO, BUAMIIID JIH, MEHS
NIOCTUIIA Ta ke Oena.  Hu yepTa He OMHIO M3 TPOIILION JKH3-
HU U HE TIOMHIO, KTO 51 TAKOM, OTHAKO XOTeJ Obl UCTIPABUTH ITO.
[TpoGnema TosbKO B omHOM. MHe Hy:KHO yOUBaTh, a Tebe — yMu-
paTh, YTOOB BCHOMHHATH OOJTbIIe.— BakKXTepOH HAKJIOHWJI TOJI0-
BY Ha0OK, TOYHO XHUIIIHAS NTUIA, 3alIPUMETHBIIAs T00buy.— Tak
€CJIM MBI XOTUM OJIHOTO Y TOTO 3Ke, JaBail IOMOXeM APYT Apyry?

— Bor eme!- Bo3myTunacs s, pacipuB ria3a.— Haren cebe
POIICTBEHHYIO JyIITy TIO KJyOy camoyowuiin! 5 He HamepeHa Tebe
noMorars!

— Haxe ecnu Tede ygactcst XOTs Obl YTO-TO y3HATh O CBOEM
npouwioMm? He nosepo.— OH Bempsamuics.— S BUaes BOPOHa,
TaM, B HeOe, yke MHOTrO pa3. OH He MOXOX Ha IPyrMX BOPOHOB



OBxapsl.

—Iozapassio Tebds ¢ 3TuM,— OypkHYyIa s1.— Mmu u modecemyit
¢ HuM. IIpu uem Tyt 2?7

— IIpu 3TOM,— HEBO3MYTUMO cKa3aj BakxTepoH u u3-3a nasy-
XM CBOEU HAaKUJKU JOCTAJ YTO-TO.

OH npOoTsSIHYJ1 MHE IIPEAMET, 3aBEPHYTHIN B TPSAIIUILY, U 51, MET-
HYB B OECCTPacTHYIO0 KPOBaBYIO0 MAacKy OCTOPOXKHBIN B3IJIsI, 3a-
MEIIKaIaCh.

— Yro 3107?

— CyBenup. Ha mamsate 060 MHe. MOXeT, OH UTO-TO MOJCKA-
KeT.

OHo ObUIO pa3MepoM C MOIO JIQJIOHb, KECTKUM U TOHKHUM.
S yOpana Kycouek HaKWUAKH, KOTOpPIM BakXTepoH kepTBOBaJ,
9100BI 3TO cOepeun. He oxunana ot youi; OBXapsl TakOW CeH-
TUMEHTaIbHOCTH. HO MOTOM A3BIK OTHSIICA, a IEpe [NIa3aMu I10-
TemHeJ10. To Oblla MCKYCHO BbIpe3aHHasi U3 iepeBa purypka me-
Hsl CAMOM.

CrnuiikoM y3HaBaeMble 4epThl, 00pas, purypa, BOJocH. .. [a-
e JIMIO. BakXTepoH cTpeMuics NpuaaTh €l CXOKeCTb, U 5 HE
MoTJIa IOBEPUTH, UTO 3TO CJIeJIal OH. S OTIIaTHYIACh:

— Yo 3a yept?

OH MpayHO OTBEN B30P.

— CaMm s He TIOMHWJI, KeM Thl ObUTa, HO PyKH MOM TIOMHWJIH.
4l He Bunen Tebs O ITUX MOP HA ITUX ke 3eMJISAX, HO 3HAJI, UTO
THI 371ech. K TeOe MeHs npuBen BopoH. U s He ymalo, 4To 3TO
CIIyYailHOCTb.



— IItuia 3axorena, 4ToObl Mbl BCTPETHIIMCH M TIOMOIJIH JIPYT
Apyry BCTIOMHUTH Bce?— I ¢ mpoHMel ynplOHy/nach.— 3BYYUT
CJIMILIKOM CTPaHHO. MOXkeT, Jiydllle MPOCTO MPUKOHYMIIL MEHS,
MBI pa3oiJeMcs 10 UCXOAHBIM TOUKAM U CIEJIAEM BUJ, YTO ITOU
HEJIOBKOM Oeceibl He Obu10? Tl IBHO HE B cele.

— Yero teGe CTOMT HEMHOTO TIOMOYb ?— ITOKa4aJl OH TOJIOBOH.—
S npouty o crone MasioM. Ecnu g1 momHumn 1edst 10 TOro, Kak
yBUjieN, ObITh MOXET, BOBCE HE 00s13aTe/IbHO YOUBATh [JIsl 3TO-
ro? Ko 3Haet, BOAPYr Mbl BCIIOMHUM BCE€ BMECTE, ITIOTOMY 4TO,
s 9yBCTBYIO, YeM-TO MBI CBSI3aHBL. A B3aMeH 51 OTBedy TeOs K
pyubio Kukarno: Besib Tl ke 3TOro xouemib? Xo4delib MOKUHYTh
3TO MECTO M NMPOiTH Jasbiie? YToObl HUKTO HE MPUYMHUI TeOe
6om. HUKTO He 3acTaBuiI CTpaaTh.

OH CcMOJIK ¥ CcOTypriICsl M OPOCHIT Ha MEHS TTPOH3UTEIIbHBIN
B3MJIs. B mpopessax Macku s BUJesna ero TeMHble XOJIOAHbIE IJ1a-
3a. OHM BUZENIN MEHsI HACKBO3b, [10-HACTOSIIEMY BUAEIU, Oy/I-
TO KaXJasg CMEPTh U paHa, KOTOPBIE MPETEPIIEBAJIO ITO TEJIO B
Osxape, ObUI OCTaBJIeHbl Ha Koxe mpamamu. U xorsa [Mayun-
Xa Jienaia Tak, 4to JoOble HAlll paHbl 3apactany Oe3 ciena, HO
Kaxercsi, BakxtepoH BuJen1 MUp MHAa4Ye, CBOMM OCOOBIM, CTPaH-
HBIM, ITyTAIOL1M B30POM.

— 41 mor Obl poBecTH TeOs U 0 JATBHETO Mpeena, 10 KOHIA
npepuid,— TUXO MpoAo/kuI oH.— Tyna, rae HauuHaloTes Tonu,
MHMO JBYX OCTaJIbHBIX YOUHLL.

4l yiiam cBOMM He MOIJIa ITOBEPUTD: OH 3TO BCepbe3?! I XMbIK-
HYyJIa, KOHEYHO, HU CEKYH/Ibl HE JIOBEPUBILIMCH €MY, HO Pa3Be Te-



niepb y MeHsI ObLT KaKOW-TO MHOW BBIXOA?

— B3ameH Tbl TpOCUIIIb TOJIBKO. . .

— Pazpemmts MHE MPONTH 3TOT MYTH C TOOOM.

— U Bce?

— U Bce,— cka3zaJy OH THUILIE.

— OTKyza MHe 3HaTh, 4TO Thl TOBOPUILL IPaBIy ?

— Huotrkyna.

BakxTepoH NpoTsAHYI MHE PYKY, CJIOBHO HAMEPEBAACH [OI0-
BOPHUTHCS,— U OBLJIO 3TO TaK MPOCTO U TaK MO-YEJIOBEUYECKH, UTO
g oroponena. He xemnas JMIIHAN pa3 MPUTParuBaTbCs K HEMY,
51 C OIIACEHUEM TIOCMOTpeJia Ha JIaIOHb, OJHAKO OH HE JABUTaJICs
— U, BUIUMO, He COOMPAJICS JIaXe LIary c/iesiath Mpek/e, YeMm s
HE M0XMY €EMY PYKY.

W Torpa A noxana.

— Jlecoim,— meyieHHo npeacraBuiachk . OH CTHUCHYJ MOM
nayibLbl.— bosblero ckaszars He MOr'y: He IIOMHIO.

— Jlecou. . .— NOBTOpWMII OH, CMaKysl, ¥ CHOBA 3aJyMUYMBO CKJIO-
HWJI TOJIOBY BOOK.— 70 yxke uro-1o. [Ha... Ha. Ter — Jlecmm. U
KaK TOJIbKO 51 MOT 3TO 103a0bITh?

% %k ok

— Tak 4To e ThI, IPOCTO BbIPE3asl MOK OOJIMK 10 HAUTHIO?

OH noxan 1iedamu, uas co MHOU 00k 0 Ook. OmHa TymaH-
Has yJIWIla CMEHSUIach JPYToW, W JIEKOpaluu X3JUIOYMHA CTa-
HOBWJIMCh BCE CTpalllHee U MpadyHee, a JoMa BBIIIsSIeNn Oojee



1 OoJtee 3aIyIeHHBIMY, OPOIIEHHBIMU, HEPUBETIUBBIMU, OY/I-
TO OBUIM KVMBBIMHU UY/IOBUIIAMY, BBIKUJIAIOIIAMU, KOT/IA CyMe-
0T 3aMaHUTh HAC TOOJIMIKe, YTOOBI OIIOTUTh. [1oBEepUTH B TO,
YTO 51 HECHeINIHO Opena 1Mo 3a0pOolIeHHOMY TYMaHHOMY TOPOILY
9TOro 3aTEPSTHHOTO MUpPa BMECTe C OJIHUM U3 CTPAIIHENIIINX ero
yOwiill, OBUIO TPYAHO, HO MHE TPUIIUIOCH B3SITh CeOsI B PYKU U
MPUHSATHh KaK JAHHOCTb: 3TO BCE B3alpaBly, M celluac OT MOMX
JISICTBUI MHOTO€ 3aBUCHUT.

Hanpumep, BbikuBY 51 B 9Ty /KarBy Win HeT.

— He 3Ha10, HACKOJILKO OTKPOBEHHBIM MOTY C TOOOU OBITh,—
YKJIOHYMBO CKa3asl BakxtepoH.

— Boutbcst ToBepUTHCSI, HO MEHS TTPUHYKJIAEIIb K YECTHOMY
pasroBopy!— BosmyTtuiachk s.— Pa3zBe 310 npaBuiibHO?

— Tak OTKa)uch,— HEBO3MYTUMO cKa3as oH.— [IpaBaa, Takoro
OTKa3a Thl (PU3UUYECKHU HE MEPEKUBEIIID.

— Kak-1o 310 I1ByNMMuHO, He Haxoauib? Jla kKakas MHe Torga
pa3HMIla, KOT/Ia 1 Kak. ..

Ho noroBoputh He ycmena, motomy 4to BakxTtepoH BApyr
METHYJICSI KO MHE. BBICTpO 3akaB MO POT JIaIOHbIO, OH BCKU-
HYJI TOJIOBY, UyTKO BCJIYIIUBAsICh B THIIMHY O€3MOJIBHOT'O TOPO-
na. Hu 3Byka He n31aB, OH OTTAIlIWI MEeHsI B CTOPOHY. MBI rpuTa-
WIKCH 32 YIJIOM CTaporo J0Ma, B TEHSIX TePPachl C HU3KOW KPbI-
1Iei, MOPOCIIerd JUKUM IUTIOIIOM.

[lepBas Mos peakius OblIa CrIpaBeIIMBOM. $1 OT qyIM yKy-
cwiia BakxTepoHa 3a JiaJIoHb, HO OH JIMIITb B3APOTHYJ, U BBIIIIE
MOIHSIACH T'PY/b, K KOTOPOIl OH TaK KPEMKO MEHs MPUKUMAJL.



BHe3arHo s ycrbliiasia mouTy He3aMeTHBIN MOPOX HaJl HAIMU
rojioBamMu. A 3aTeM Ha JOPOKKY YIaJi0 MHOKECTBO JUIMHHBIX Te-
Hel, 1 (poHapH, eJjBa TOPEBIIUE TI0 00€ CTOPOHBI YJIUIIBI, TIOTYCK-
HEJIM, ¥ CBET B HUX 3apOXKaJl.

BakxTepoH Me/IJIeHHO MATHIICA Bee OJIMKe K CTeHe MEPTBOTO
JoMa, HEOTPHIBHO HAOMOas 3a HEOOM, B KOTOPOM TOCIIBIIIATI-
Cs1 IIIEJIECT MOTYYHX KPbUIbEB. A 3aTeM OCMOTpesCs U ObICTPO
3a0WJICsA BMECTE CO MHOM TO/I KphIIy Teppachl. Toraa oH ocTo-
POXHO yOpaJl pyKy C MOUX Ty0, XOTSI TYT K€ TIPUKal K HUM yKa-
3aTeJIbHBIN Majel]. DT0 ObUIO HEMOE MPeIyPEKIeHIe: MOTYH.

Sl NOHATIIMBO KUBHYJIA, HE COOUPAsICh NIyMeTh. BeTpeTuThest
C TeEM, KTO Celuac OXOTHJICS B HEOe, MHE XOTEJIOCh MEHBIIIE BCe-
ro, BeJlb €CJIM BHIOMPATh U3 ABYX 3011, TO BakXxTepoH — 00 BEKTHUB-
HO MeHbIiee. OrpoMHasi TeHb CKOJIb3HJIA TI0 3eMJIe, TeHb TEMHee
CTYCTUBIIIIXCSI OarpoBbIX CyMepeK, M BakXTepoH eBa CJIBIIIHO
IIeTTHYJT MHE Ha YXO, CKJIOHUB K HEMY MAacKy:

— Nnu 3a MHOM.

OH cKOJB3HYIT BOOK, TITyOKe B TeHU, ¥ TIOTSIHYJT MEHSI CJIEJIOM,
HEOTPBIBHO IJISI/Is1 HA HEYTO, YTO CKOJI3UIIO B HeOe Hajl TOPOJIOM.
Torna s NoHsJIa: BOT OH, MOM 1maHc cOexathb! $1 Bbikugana. Bel-
Kujan u oH. EnBa TeHb, CKOMb3sinas B MeJieHe TyMaHa, ucuesJia,
s morpoOoBaa coexarh, HO Kak Obl He TaK. BakXTepOH Kpernko
CTHCHYJI MO€ 3aIlsICThe.

— M&I Benb nokaau pyku!

— W 181 nyman, 310 uro-1o 3Hauut?!— 4 orpei3Hynace.— [a
ThI TAKOH K€ KPOBOXA/IHBIN OSCIPUHITUITHBIN YOTIONOK, KaK BCe



OCTaJIbHBIE, U CUMTACIIIb, 51 HE BOCIOIB3YI0Ch MOMEHTOM, YTOOBI
criactuch?! [1To HEMIOHATHOW MHE IPUYMHE BHl YOUBaeTe HAC, XO-
TSI MOIJIA OBl TIOMOYb.

— [Tomoub?!— ynbIOHYIICA OH.

— Ma, nomoub! B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BCE Mbl B 3TOM UYE€PTOBOM
MUpe TJIEHHUKY, TIPUTOM — B OMMHAKOBO TMAPIIUBHIX YCIOBHSX,
TOJILKO BBl BOOPYKEHBI, Bbl ObICTpEe M CHJIbHEEe HAC — TaK YK
3[IECh 9TO YCTPOUJIH, U €CJIv OBl s OblTa HA TBOEM MeCTe, TO. ..

— Ho Tbl He HAa MOeM,— 3JI0Bellle HAlIOMHUJ BakXTepoH, u s
cMmonkJia.— Ele ofiHa MombITKa OT MeHsl YJIU3HYTh, U 5 TIOJIpe-
Ky TeOe CBSA3KM Ha HOraX, Tak, YTO HM IIary He cJieJiaeillb BeCh
ocTtaTtok JKaTBbl, ¥ OCTABIIIO JIECHBIM yOMiillaM Ha MOKUBY. TeOs
HAWAYT U OyIyT My4UTh, TOKA HE HAYHEIIb YMOJISITh UX O CMEp-
TH. DTO s BeAy ceOsl Kak JKEHTIIbMEH, a OHU HE CTaHYT.

Tak JIerko, Kak ecjiv Obl s1 HUYero He BeCWia, OH MPUTSHYII
MeHs ONrKe, U 1 OIIyTHJIa JKap, UCXOASIIUNA OT ero Tea:

— Tonbko monpoOy¥ BHIKMHYTS ellle Kakoni-HuOyab» punT. Ec-
T IOTpeOyeTCsl, UCMIOHIO OOCIaHHOe U Ha PyKax TeOsI TOHeCY:
CHJI-TO MHE XBaTUT. XOTS M HE XOUYy ...

OH momxan ry0bl, CMOJIK, ¥ 51 HETIOHMMAIOIIE Cy3WJia Tiasa.
Sl cmoTpena B ero Macky, Kak eciu Obl 9TO ObLIO HACTOSIIIEE JIU-
110. CxBaTuB rybamu BO3/1yXa, He HaIllIach 4To OTBeTUTh. He Xo-
JeT yero uMeHHo? Panuth mMeHs? Cepaile cTydasno Kak Oerre-
HOE, KPOBb MyJILCHPOBaJIa B BUCKax. Ellle HEeMHOTO — U s TPOCTO
pazopBajach Obl OT BCETOIIOIAOIIETrO CTpaxa IoIojiaM C YeM-
TO IPyTUM, YeM-TO JJIsl MEHSI HOBBIM, Yero $ ellle He UCITBIThIBA-



7a B 3ToM mupe. Eciu emy MeHs kajb, MOXKET, CTOUT Ha/IaBUTh
¥ BO33BaTh K TOMY UyBCTBY?

— Thl TOMKEH MEHS MOHSITh. . .— TUXO B3MOJIWJIAChH SI, HO KaKue
SMOLIMH OKHMJaJla YBUAETh Ha Macke?

Hu equnO# Oosbiie, Kpome Oe3pasnmuuusa. Her, oH Bce ke
cymmii npsiBonn. Ha ero 6enom mogo6um smia, packpaiieHHo-
r0 KPOBBIO, HE ObLJIO HMYETO, KPOME 3USIONIUX MYCTOT IJIa3HUII
Y TUIOTHO COMKHYTBIX YEPHBIX I'y0, a ellle — KPOBaBbIX CJIe3, U
s 3HaJIA, YTO KPOBb 3Ta NMPUHAAJIEKATA TAKUM K€ HECUACTHBIM
kepTBaM. M, oHast rHeBa, Toraa mienHyJa:

— XopoI110, XOpo1io. .. JJagHo. byap mo-TBoemy.

OH pacnpaBuJI IJIEYM U CBBICOKA B3IVIsIHYJ Ha MeHsl. Ha ¢o-
HE XMyporo He0a 1 cJ1aboro cBeTa OT TYCKJIbIX TMPJISHI, OIIET-
IIMX BETBH KOPSIBOT'O YEPHOTO TOTOJS C OMABIIMMU JICThSIMHU,
OH TIOKa3aJICs MHE MPU3PAKOM 3THX MECT, IPO3HBIM U 3JI0Be-
IIMM, HEU3BECTHO OTYEro U30paBILIMM MEHs CBOEil BPEMEHHOM
CIYTHULIEH.

— Pazymno. Yro k. Torga nonnem.

O060x1aB ele HEeMHOTO, BMECTE MbI CKPBUTHCH B 3apOCIISIX [TH-
KOT'O IIMITOBHUKA, IPUMKHYBIIIETO K OOpYIIEHHOW CTapOy U3ro-
POIM, ¥ BCE KPYroM CHOBA MOIJIOTHJT TYMaH.

Sl crapanmack mocreTs 32 BakxTepoHOM, IOTUXOHBKY BBIPAB-
HMBasl JIbIXaHUE U TIBITAsICh TIOHSTh, BO UTO BBS3AJIAChH; MYJIbCH-
PYIOLLMIA y’Kac MEJIEeHHO OTCTYIasl, 1 Ha MECTO eMy IpHIILIa
MBICJIb: HEYKEJIM 51 BCe ke MoAgaiack aromy aymeryoy?! Onna-
KO MHE MOYYAUJIOCh, YTO MBI O€Xail — Terephb yKe BABOEM —



ot koro-1o. Ho ot koro, ecnu Ta crpaniHas HeOecHasi TeHb OCTa-
Jack naneko nosaau? Bakxtepon He cOaBisin miara. boree To-
ro, TMOHSB, YTO €r0 KePTBa CIIOCOOHA IEBEJUTLCS ObICTpee, OH
nepenies ¢ MMPOKOro 11ara, 3a KOTOPbIM 51 €Ba MOCIeBaa, Ha
phich. A 3HaNA, YTO OXOTHUKM ObUTH OBICTPEE U BHIHOC/IMBEE HAC,
Y 3TO Ka3aJI0Ch CTPAITHO HECHPABEIJIMBbIM. DTAKOMY 30POBSI-
Ky, KaK OH, HUYero He CTOUT MPOMYAThCS Yepe3 MOJIOBUHY Jieca
WIA paBHUHBI U Ja’Ke HE 3aIbIXaThCsl, HO Y MEHS-TO CHJIbl OTpa-
HUYEHBI YEJIOBEUECKUMU BO3MOKHOCTSIMU !

HakoHery, Korga HOTU yke JIOMIJIO OT YCTaJIOCTH, OH OCTaHO-
BUJICSI BO3JIE IBYXITAKHOT'O JIOMa, BHICTPOEHHOTO B KOJIOHUATTb-
HOM aMepHUKaHCKOM cTujie. Bricokas OarieHka BeiCTymnana im-
resiemM, BXOJ M Teppaca ObUTA YKpallleHbl JIOBIAMK CHOB. [lonb-
€3[IHbIE JIOPOKKU — 3aCTaBJIEHbI (DOHAPSMU-THIKBAMU: UX TPSI-
HBIW CJTaJKOBAThIA apOMAaT, CMEIIABIIUCH C TSKEJIbIM MOTHJIb-
HBIM 3allaxoOM 3eMJIM M THUEHMS, NIOBUC B XOJIOJHOM BO3JyXE.
CrIpocTh B3pe3asia Jierkue, yCTaBIime OT ObICTporo Oera, He Xy-
e Hoka. 1 BHUMAaTeIbHO CMOTpeJia Ha MepeuBalorecs OrTOHb-
K1 (DOHAPUKOB B JIEPEBbSIX U KYCTAPHUKAX: B OKHaX TOpeso
HECKOJIbKO CBEU€eH.

BakxtepoHn nogmMeTu:

— CKopo Topoj1 JOJIKEH Tre-HUOY/Ib KOHIUTHCS, Beb BCE ITO
— YbsI-TO WJUTIO3USI U BOCTIOMUHAHUE, TAK YTO MBI BBIMJIEM B TIpe-
Py, KaK 5 U o0era.

KusHyB, 51 ociyHo nodpena, crapasich MOACTPOUTHCS O]
€ro IMPOKMUU 11ar, U CIIPOCHJIA:



— Ilouemy ceiiuac TeHb HacC He mpecienyer?

— A c 4ero Tel pemnia, 4To OHa TOOOU BOOOIIe MHTEpPeCyeT-
cs17— 3aJ1a)T OH BOIPOC BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI OTBETUTh HA MOM, U
XMBIKHYJI 110, Mackoil.— IloToponuck, HaM kenaTeabHO HE MO-
30JIUTh KOE-KOMY IJ1a3a.

— Ma?- 41 3a03upanack, HO 1BOp ObLI ImycT. TOJBKO TYCTOM Cce-
JIOM TyMaH CTEJIWJICS 32 Orpafiod, CMBIKAsICh BOKPYT HAC KOJIb-
om.— U komy xe?

— Nm,— ckazan Kpuk, OCTAaHOBMBILIMCB, M YKa3aJl HA IBYX 4ep-
HBIX [JIAJKOMNEPBIX BOPOHOB.

OHU COMKHYJIM OpUTBEHHON OCTPOTHI KOTTH Ha MPOBUCIIUX
NMEKTPUYECKUX IMPOBOJAX M CMOTPEJIM HA HAC araTOBbIMU OYCHH-
KaMU MHOXECTBA YMHBIX aJIbIX I71a3, PacCHINaBIIUXCS MO TOJIO-
BaAM M TeJlaM, HO JIake He AyMaJii MOKUAATh CBoMX mect. [an-
KM€ KPEeTKue KJIIOBbI UX ObLIM TJIOTHO COMKHYTHI, KPbUIbS TIPU-
KaTbl K OokaMm. [ITHIiIbl Ka3auch MOYTH HEKUBBIMU: HACTOJIBKO
ObLTM HenoIBUKHBL. OTUEro *ke TOorjaa OHU BHYIIAIA MHE TaKOW
CTpaHHbIN, UPPALMOHAIBHBIN CTPax?

Sl mononna 6mxke k BakxTepoHy, CkaB TUIeuH, U BAPYT OIILY-
TIIa ce0s Ky/a yBepeHHee psiioM ¢ HuM. HaxmypuBIich u He
OTpbIBasi I71a3 OT BOPOHOB, MOYYBCTBOBAJIA MPOOEKABIIUI IO
CIIMHE XOJIOAOK, KOIJIa OHU Kak MO KOMaHAE MOBEPHY/IN KO MHE
MaJIeHbKUE YEPHBIE TOJIOBBI.

OnHu 32 HAMU CIIEANIIN.

— YTo OHM MOryT HaM cAeJlaTh?— €/1Ba CJIBIIIHO CIPOCHIIA
CEBLIMM T'OJIOCOM.



— Jlyuimie He mpoBepsATh ITOrO Ha cede,— ckazan BakxtepoH
U moTpenan MeHs 1o 1wiedy.— [la uto ThI, He Oovics. S TeOs B
oOuy He JaMm.

— Ara, KOHEUHO.

— Jlyuie o61xKy cam,— HOIIYTHJT OH, U 51 XMbIKHYJ1a.— ThI rO-
TOBa K CaMOMY He3a0bIBAEMOMY CBUAAHHIO B TBOEH KM3HU?

— OueHb UPOHUYHO, €CJIU YUYECTb, UTO MPEAbIAYIIHE HE TOM-
HIO,— YCMEXHYJIach f1.

BakxTepoH X0XOTHYI ¥ MoKayas rojioBoil. OH MOBeJ MeHsI 10
KaMEHHBIM IUIMTaM, IOPOCIIMM TPAaBOM, K Teppace, HbIpHYJI MO/
CeHb JYOOB U YBJIEK BBEPX MO CKPUIISAIIMM CTAPbIM CTYTICHSIM.

donapu, c1abo pacceuBaBIlIME TYMaH U ChIpble CYMEpKH,
CJIOBHO WBbI€, KQUHYJIM TEHSIMH, KOIJa Mbl MOIHSUIUCH TO[
KPBIIIY Teppachl M 3aMepid OSN3 OMOPHBIX JEPEBSIHHBIX CTON-
60B. OceHHMI1 TOpPOJ, 3aChIMTAHHBIN JIUCTBOW, C HU3KUM, CJIOB-
HO IyJIbCUPYIOIITUM OarpoBbIM HEOOM, HABUCIITUM TEMHBIM 3aKa-
TOM HaJ KpbIILIAMU TUIMYHBIX AMEPUKAHCKUX JOMOB, Ka3aJcs
XUTPOYMHOM JIOBYILIKOM — WIXA AEKOPALUAMU K YbEU-TO KYTKOU
nocraHoBke. OTcloa BCe MOKa3aJI0Ch MHE TAKUM HACTOSIIM 1
3HAKOMBIM. . . U B TO %€ BpeMsI [IOICO3HAHUE OTUYASHHO IIENTAJIO,
YTO KaK/Aasi AeTalb COTKaHa U3 TyMaHa COIJIACHO BOJIE U XkeJja-
Hrio Viktomu 1 Bce BOKpYT Ob110 0OManoM. ToyHO OHa BOCIIpO-
U3BeJIa TOPOJI 10 Uy’KUM BOCTIOMUHAHUSIM, CHSIB OOIIHIA CJIETIOK
¢ ero npoguis 1 3a0bIB O TOM, YTO OH O0JIalaeT AYIIOM, U KPo-
Me KYTH, J1a)Ke€ CaMblil CTPAIIHbII BHEIIHE, MOKET HaBeBaThb U
Jpyrue 4yBCTBA.



— 3Haellb, c1aeTcs, s IOMHIO 3TO MECTO,— HEOPEkKHO cKazall
BakxTepoH, 1 B ero rojioce MHe IOUyAUIACh YJIbIOKA.

OH nosoies Ko MHe OJMKe: OTPOMHBIH U JKaK 1y IHiA KPOBH,
HUKEM He NPUPYUYEHHBIN 3Bepb. S MOAHsANA I1a3a, MISAs B €ro
MACKy U MbITasICh IPOYECTh, YETO OH XOUET, O YEM TyMAaeT.

— ThI Tak 03UpaenIbCs, CIIOBHO TOKE MOMHUIIb,— MTPOAOIIKUI
OH.

— HemHoro,— co3Hanach s1.— Ho npexje MHe He 10BOAWIOCh
37ech ObIBaTh, HU B OHOU 13 JKarB. S HUKOrIa ele He 3aX0quia
TaK JaJeKo.

— Hukorpna, ropoputiib?

4l nokayvana rosjoBoi. BakxTepoH 3a1yMurBO 0OOIIIET MEHSs
KPYrOM, U Kpyr 3TOT OH OBICTPO Cy3WJ, BCTaB 3a MOEH CIH-
HOU Tak OJW3KO, 4TO $1 Ciblmasa ero Jpixanue. OH OTBEN BO-
JIOChI C MOETO I1JIe4a, CKJIOHUJICSI HUXKE, U 51 OLIYyTWIA TTPUKOC-
HOBEHME XOJIO[IHBIX TY0 ero Macku K koxe. boxe, oH 6e3ymeH!
JIuiiib cierka OTOABMHYBIIUCH OT HETO, s1 IOHSIA, YTO COBEPIIIN-
na ommoOKy. OH ¢ MATKOM, HO OITYyTHUMOU CHJION 3aBeJl MOIO Py-
Ky 3a CIIMHY W MPUTSIHYJ K ce0e, a IPyryio JaJoHb, B Tiepyarke,
TMIOJIOKMJI MHE Ha rOpJio, HO He Cxkaj naiiblibl. OH cibliian MOu
MYJIbC IO/l PYKO, a 51 CJIbIIIAJIA €0 JbIXaHHE.

— W g HUKOrAa O CEerOmHSIIHEro JTHS He YyBCTBOBAI ceOs
TaKUM KUBBIM, KaK ceivac...— MeJIEHHO cKa3ajl oH.— $1 Oyaro
crajl ¥ Bce OIyIlai Bnojicuisl. Teneps xke. ..

[anbupl, A0 TOrO JIACKABILME II€0, BAPYr CTUCHYJIU €€, HO
00JIbHO He ObLIO — U cTpaxa He ObuIo Toxke. [Touemy?



— ...Tenepp — nouty ouHyscs. Pa3ee 31o BosmoxkHO? Korga
OJIHO TBOE IMPHCYTCTBUE MPOOYKJAET TAK MHOTO HOBBIX UYBCTB
Y MOJICKA3bIBAET, KEM sI ObUI... U KeM MOT Obl OBITH?

Moe cepaiie Kak 3arHaHHOe OWJIOCh B I'PY/H, U s 3Haja, OH
YYBCTBOBAJI 9TO BCEM CBOMM TE€JIOM, KOTOPBIM BKaJICS B MOE.

— A Tenepb BOT OH, MOM Borpoc. Jlecnu, cKkaxu: MOMHMILb JIX
Thl MEH$?

— Jla 3a0ynenib Tebs1, Kak xe,— MpodopMoTaa si C COIpPOraHu-
em.— Jlaxke mpu BceM MOEM OTPOMHOM >KEJIaHUU.

— Her-ner-Her. 4 roBopio 0 TOM, IOMHMILb JIX THl MEHS. .. 10
TOrO, KaK Mbl OKa3aJIMCh 311€Ch?

B tom, B 1pyrom, Hactosiem mupe? 4 cy3uina riiasa, CKoJb3s
B3[JISIIOM B IYCTOTE U MbITASICh AEUCTBUTEILHO BCIOMHUTHD €T0,
U He pa3yM, HO He4To Oojiee ITyOOKOe OTKJIMKAJIOCh BO MHE.
CJIOBHO 3HaJIa €ro MPek/ie Ha YPOBHE UyBCTBEHHBIX OIIYIIIEHUM.
OH 3a1yMuMBO MOMIAAUI MOIO ILIEI0, U 5 OIIyTWJIa, KakK M0 Telry
ero mpoodexasna JIpoxKb.

— 41 He Mory NOHATS. ..

— Ho s, kaxercs, Koe-uTo Mory. Besib 10/1KHa k€ Thl IOMHUTD
CBOIO (pamMMINI0,— HacTauBaJl OH.— BBITh MOXET, UMEHa KOro-To
u3 TBoel ceMbr. Ecii y TeOs1, KOHEUHO, €CTh CEMbs.

— Her, Huuero, cruiomHas mycrora, pa3Be 4TO...— YTO-TO
cBepOesyIo Ha MOAKOPKE MO3ra, My4duso, Tep3ano MeHs.— Jlec-
... Jlecnu...— mpobopmoTana 51, HO BCIOMHUTh HE CMOIJIa U
B3Monmiack: — [oxkanyiicta, ormycti! MHe 60bHO.

— Jleciu... ma... HO Jasblie?— MENHYJI OH MHE Ha yXO, MpU-



JKaBIIUCh MIEKOM K MU3rudy MOEH IeH, HO 1 He CMOTJIa OTBETHUTD
Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC JO TeX IOp, IMOKA OH HE MPOMU3HEC CIIEayIoIee
cnoBo.— Kpeiin?

Kpeiin.

Jlecim Kpeiin.

Sl BcnoMHMIa cepeple Iv1a3a, KAIITAHOBBIE BOJIOCBHI, CMYTJIBIE
PYKH, HO OOJIMK OCTaBaJICSl HESICHBIM, OH PAacCChINaCsS B HUYTO,
CTOUJIO MHE COCPEIOTOYUTHCS Ha HeM. YIIbIOKa — y3Kasi, Kak CTH-
ner. CBoM nauiblibl: 51 MOTPy3WJia UX B BOJIOCH. B ero BOIOCHI.
TsKecTh ero roioBbl HA MOMX KoJsieHsiX. KTo 3To ObL1, Tam, B MU-
MOJIETHOM BOCIIOMUHAHWUU?

damvummsa KpeliH MHe 3HakOMa HACTOJIbKO, CJIOBHO s HE pa3
npousHocuia ee. Jleciu Kpeitn... HenpusitHa in ona? Ckopee
HET — J1axe Jopora, a nodyemy? Iloromy 4ro Tak MeHs 1 30BYyT?

BakxTepoH pa3ikal pykd U pa3BepHYJI JIMIIOM K ceOe, HaOJIo-
Jasi 3a TeM, KaKk MEHSETCS BbIPAKEHUE MOETo Jinla. S rnporern-
TaJa, 3aKPhIB IJ1a3a, TOYHO MPOOOBaja STO UMsI Ha BKYC CHOBA U
caoBa. Jlecn KpeitH. 3By4nuT HENPUBBIYHO, HO TaK, CJIOBHO ObI
OHO NpaBJAA MPUHAJIEKUT MHE.

— BosmoxHo, 1 KpeitH.— [Ipurnuioch oCTOpOKHUYATD.

Ho ni1s1 yero emy 310 3HaThH?

A TOYHee, MoYeMy 3TO TaK BaKHO 1Sl Hero? BakxTepoH xpa-
HWI TUILIHHY: Cy[s 110 BCEMY, 3TO OH 37€Ch 3aJaBaJl BOIPOCHI,
MO# K€ 3aJja4a — OTBEYaTh Ha HUX, HE 3Hasl, K YeMy 3TO IIpuBe-
JeT.

— 3naemp, Jlecmn,— 3agymunBo oO6ponma Bakxtepon.— A



BeJIb y HAC C TOOOI He TaK MHOTO BpeMeHU BMecTe. O/IHAaKO HYX-
HO €l1le CTOJIBKO BCEro y3HaTb. BompocoB y MeHs cTajio Tenepb
OoJibllle, YeM OTBETOB, KaK HU CTPAHHO.

OH npoTAHYJ PyKY Y MOJIOXWJI MHE HA 3aThUIOK, MBIl €T0
3aIyTaJIUCh B TEMHOU KOITHE, YOPaHHOU B PHIXJIYIO, pacTperiaH-
HYIO y:Ke Kocy. Mexk/ly HaMH OBHCJIO MOTYaHKE, TIOKa3aBIIeecs
HEBEPOSATHO A0ATUM. Mbl CMOTpENM ApYyr Ha Jpyra: s — CHU3Y
BBEpX, IOHMMas1, YTO HAXOXKYCh B TIOJIHOM €TI0 BJIAaCTU. A OH Ha-
OJTI0/1aJ1 32 MHOM € M3YYaIOIIM UHTEPECOM B ITyTaIOIIE CBETIIBIX,
TOYHO HEKMBBIX, CEPbIX I71a3aX, KOTOPbIE 5 TEMEPb SICHEE BU/IENA
B IIpope3u Macku. TyMaH CKOJIb3WJI MEXAYy HaMU M BOKPYT Hac,
Y BMECTE C HUM CKOJIb3WJIO TPOCTPAHCTBO, TOYHO FOTOBSICh MOJI-
HUEHOCHO MCYE3HYTb, YTOOBI OOEPHYTHCS YEM-TO HOBBIM.

— DTOT JOM,— HAKOHEI] CIIPOCHJT YOUIIIA W TIOJIOXKUT JIaJI0Hb
Ha JIepeBsAHHbINA CTONO.— 3HaKOM TeOe?

4 ¢ comHeHueM B3IIsIHY/1a BakXTepoHy 3a CIIMHY M OKMHYJIa
B3[JISIIOM Teppacy, U JIOBLBI CHOB, U PE3HYIO JBEPb U3 CTAPOro
nyoa.

— Hymato, na,— HeyBepeHHO mnpousHecna s.— Ho He mory
BCIIOMHUTb OTKYZa. My KTo npexje B HeM KUJL.

BakxTepoH 10/ro u NpucTajibHO CMOTPEN Ha HEro, U YTO-TO
Hen30bIBHO TOPHKOE OBLJIO B €r0 roJIoce, KOrJa OH HAKOHEIT CKa-
3aUI:

— 4 mory. Mbl.

4l HenoHuMmarolle HaxMypwjiach M TOMJIsA[ENa CHaYasla Ha
HEro, 3aTeM — B TEMHbIE OKHa.



— B Hem kwim Mbl,— IOBTOPWJI OH.— $1 y3HaJI €ro TOJIBKO MOTO-
My, 4TO ThI ObLJ1a psioM. C T000I 60K 0 OOK BCe TaK JIETKO BCIIO-
MuHaetcs. A Terieppb novigeM. OHa He JOJKHA HAC pa3biCKaTh.
7KatBa GM3UTCS K KOHILY, U Y HAC OCTAJIOCh MaJlo BpEMEHH.

— K10 312 «0OHA»?

BakxTepoH B3s1 MEHs 3a pPyKy U MOTSIHYJ 32 COO0M, OpOCHB
yepes IUIeYO:

— Hkromu, pasymeercs. I s1 He coOupaioch MONacTbCsl €.
Tomnbko He ceryac.

OH pemmTeNpHO NpoIlies K JBOMHOM JIBEPH, U CTBOPHI €€ pac-
MaXHYJIUCh B CTOPOHBI, KaK 110 MAHOBEHHUIO PYKH, XOTSI MBI UX HE
Tporayim. BakxTepoH mpoOeskasl CKBO3b TEMHbI XOJUI, B KOTO-
POM CTOS1JI0 MHOKECTBO CTPaHHbIX (PUTYp, MOXOKUX HA YeJIOoBe-
YeCKHe CTaTyH, HAKPBIThIe OSJIBIMU TPOCTBIHSAMU. [JoM BCTpeTHt
Hac TUIIMHOW. OH ObLT HEMOABUKHBIM, HO OTIACHBIM U, KAKETCs,
’KUBBIM HaOmoziaTesieM. BakXTepoH cTpemIyiaB mpoliesa CKBO3b
aHdwWIay KOMHAT, ¥ MHE [TOKa3aJI0Ch, POCTPAHCTBO 37Ch ObI-
JIO UCKaKEHO, KaK ¥ BCE B 9TOM CTpaIliHOM ropoje. Hakonerr non
O/ HOTaMH, TIOKPBITHIN JIEPEBSIHHBIMU JOCKaMU, 3aMeJio HaOe-
’KaBlIeW MaJoi JIMCTBOM, a CTEHbl UCTAsIM B BO3/yXE, B NEpe-
MEHYMBOM ce/IoM TymaHe. OH TeK 1O Mojy, TOYHO BOJA, U OKY-
THIBAJI HAC, MEHsISI BCE BOKPYT.

— I'me mbI Tenepsb ?— UCIyraHHO CITPOCHIIA f1.

BakxtepoH Huuero He orBeTWI. OH TOpPOIUJICS Tak, CJIOBHO
criermm cOexarb U3 TOro ornacHoro mupa. Ho BO3MOXHO jn
OercTBo, Korja Bcst OBxapa — cMepTesibHasI JIOBYIIKA?



— Kyna mbt Tak munmcs?! OTBeTh XOTs1 Obl HA OUH MOU BO-
npoc!

— INonasbinie oTcrona,— OPOCUIT OH.

MBbI CITyCTHIIUCH IO CTYTNIEHSIM Ha acaibT ¥ CHOBa OUyTUJTUCH
Ha yJIMIIe JKuioro kBaprasa. [To o6e cTopoHsI IOpOrH, OKPYKeH-
HOW TOIOJISIMU, KalITAHAMU W KJIEHAMU, BBIPOCIH OMHAKOBBIE
JoMa. B oqHOM U3 HMX, BJIajiM, HA BTOPOM 3TaXe ropell CBeT, U
B HEM BMJIHEJIACh UbsI-TO T€Hb. BakXTepOH MOCHENW K HEMY,
KaK 3a4apOBaHHBIN IJIsI/Is1 TIPSIMO HA 9TO OKHO, M OCTAHOBUJICS
HAIPOTUB, CKaB MOIO PYKY B CBOEH.

— A 3TOT JIOM ThI y3HaeIlb?— OOPOHUJI OH.

OpauH b B3MJISIL, U MEHS IPOH3UJIA APOXKb.

— Jla,— mpoiuenTana si, UCIyTaHHO MPUKABIIUCH K €ro Iievy
CBOMUM.

[ToTtomy 4TO 3TO OBUT MOH JIOM, U s €ro BCIOMHWIA. B Hem
s1 KWJIa JI0 TOro, Kak OKazaylach 3/1€Ch, B TOM CTPAIIIHOM MUpE
cMepTell U TyMaHOB. BakXTepoH, HE B CHJIax OTBECTH IVia3 OT
JPOXKAIIErO 3a CTEKJIOM CBETa, IIEMHYJ B OTBET:

— Terepsb 51 MIOMHIO Bevep, KOr/ia BriepBbie BCTpeTrl Tedst. Thl
ObuIa TaMm, B cBOel kKomHate. TonbKo YTO mepeexaia B 3TOT ro-
poxn. $1 Hocrr BaM KOpOOKH U3 TPY30BOM MAITUHBI B JIOM. .. 3a-
4yeM-T0. MBI eltie He 3Hainu Jpyr apyra. Torga BiepBsie 1 yBUAEI
TeOs1 BOJIM3M, HO Thl MEHS JIaXe He 3ameTwia. Mnu He xotena 3a-
Meuarthb.

[Toyemy-ToO B royioce ero nosiBUJIKCH 310CTh ¥ O0JIb, BCE Cpasy,
Y OH CEPIUTO MPOJOLKII:



— Tol 1 He 3amMeTHIIa OBI IO TEX TOp, TIOKA s He Hazel MacKy.
W moka He cienaj To, 4TO JOJDKEH ObLIL.

Sl He MorJIa BCIOMHHTH, HO OH BCIIOMHMHAJ — ITyCTh OOPBIBKA-
MM, OJHAKO YTO-TO SIBHO Ba)KHOE.

— YT10 UMEHHO THI caesan?

Mpl cTrosii Ha MECTe, HO JOpora IojJ HaMu Tenepb MIAAKO
CKOJIb3UJIa HABCTPEUy JOMY, KOTOpPBIN Hekora Obut MouM. [oj-
HSUJICS BETEP, TPOHYJI KPOHBI KJIEHOB, U B BO3/yX€ 3aIaxJio OCEeH-
HUM X0510oM. C T'YJIKUM 3BOHOM, TOXOKUM Ha KOJIOKOJIbHBIM,
JIOM CJIOBHO OCBETHUJICSI CO BCEX CTOPOH HEMOHSITHBIM CHUSTHHEM,
OyATO MCKYCHO CO3/IaHHBIN UTPYIIEYHBIN MaKeT, TOICBEYeHHBIN
OTPOMHBIMU HE3PUMBIMU JIaMIIaMH, U 51 YBUJIEJAa OYEHb SICHO
TaM, B OKHE BTOPOTO 3Taxa. .. camy cebs. SI-B-TOM-I0Me CITOKOM-
HO YMTajia y OKHa, iepka Y TPYJH erle HeCKOIbKO KHUT. COOKY
CTOSUTY JIPYT Ha Apyre OOJIbIe KapTOHHBIE KOPOOKH.

MHOKeCTBO T0JIOCOB, 3BYYaBIIMX KaK MOW, W3JIE€BATEJIbCKU
MOAXBATWIIU, U IO YJUIIE MPOHECIOCh BECEJIOE 3JI0€ IXO:

— Yto umenHo TH cuenai? Yto mmMeHHO THI caenan? Yrto
WMEHHO THI caeian?

— Yro 310 32 yepTOBIIMHA?!

S-ppyras paccrapiisiia KHUTH B 1IKady, MOJTHOCTHIO YBJIEUEH-
Hasl CBOUM 3aHSITHEM. BakXTepoH, MOMIOMIEHHbIA STUM 3pPeiu-
1ieM, MoJaJiCsl BIepell, U s MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO €r0 PyKa BbI-
CKaJIb3bIBAET U3 MOEH.

OH MHe He OTBETHJI, M TOrAa s MOHsUIA, YTO OH Havasl BCIO-
MUHAaTh.



— Jlecnu,— cka3ali OH, M roJioc ero Aporuyi.— Tam mos Jlecnu.

To, Kak OH MPOU3HEC MOE UMSI, OTYETO-TO OBUIO CPOITHHM Yy/Ia-
py HOxXOM B cepaiie. He 3Haio, moyemy MHe cTano Tak OOJBHO.
OH roBopuJ1 He 000 MHe, a TOH, KTO OblJIa B TOM JIOMe, 3aJTUTOM
cBeToM. B yronkax a3 Bckunenu ciessl. S Bujaena, Kak kaxaai
BakxTepon ObITh TaM, OBITh C HEl, M OYKBAJIBHO KOKE OIIy THJIa
€ro CTpaHHYI0, CUJIbHYIO, HEYTOMMMYI0 noTpedHOCTh. OH OcTa-
BUJI MEH$I TI033]11 1 MOJIOIIeN Ha mar Oynke K okHy. CBeT magan
Ha acaybT 30J10THIM MPSMOYTOJIBHUKOM, U BakXTepoH CcTosT B
TEHW, Ha CAMOM €ro I'paHulIe, HE cMes MoKa3aThCcs B HeM. OH
IJIyX0O MPOOOPMOTAT:

— 4 nyman o Tom gjoMe CTosbKO JieT. OH CTOsiT Ha OTHOM U3
YJIUIL, OVMHOKUH U TTYCTOM,— ¥ 51 OBUT IyCTHIM ¥ OAMHOKHUM TOXE.
[Monrona Hazanm s BepHYJICS U3 rocnutaisl. bymyiero He ObLIO,
BCE KaHyJIO BO ThMy. Bce Kazasioch 3bI0KMM M TIOTEPSIHHBIM. 1
TOJIBKO MePecTa XOAUTh C TPOCTBIO U MOYTH U30aBHJICS OT XPO-
MOTBI, HO CHJI BBDKMBATH Jasbliie He ocTajock. Ho nHorma mocie
PabOTHI 1 TOOMIT TPUOMPATHCS TaM; MOAACTPUTATD KYCTHI, yXaKH-
BaTh 32 TA30HOM M CaJIOM, HY TaK, TIOTUXOHBKY, YTOOBI CO CTOPO-
HBI 3TO He OBUIO CIIMIIIKOM 3aMeTHO... M mopoit 3adupaics Ty-
Jla, Ha KPBILIY, U J0JIO JAyMall O CBOEM: O TOM, YTO OJHAK/IbI
BCE MEPEeMEHNTCS, TaK WM WHA4Ye, U MHE YJIBIOHeTCs yaaua, 1mo-
TOMY YTO JaXXe TeM, KTO OYeHb cTapaercs, oHa HyxHa. 1 oHa
HE MOXET 0OONTH MeHsI CTOPOHOM, Bellb JIOJKHO K€ MHE XOTh
KOrJa-HUOY/Ib TIOBE3TH. §l iymMal, 9To ceMbsi, KOTOPOM 3TOT IOM
MPUHA/IJIEKAT KOIJA-TO, JABHO MOKUHYJIA €r0 U TEeNeph KUBET,



BO3MOXHO, O0Jlee CYaCT/IMBO, YeM 1. 51 BUIeN B TeX KOMHATax,
Ha OCTaBJICHHBIX BJIOJIb CTEH CHUMKaX, yJIBIOUMBBIE JIUIIA CYACT-
muBbIX poautenieil. C Moumu cyapOa pasnyuwia mens. Otna s
He 3HaJl. Matb OoT MeHs oTKa3anack. 51 Buuen aerei, 1ByX J€BO-
YeK, CTapIIyI0 ¥ MIIAIIIYIO CeCTep, B OOBATHAX MaMbl U Tarbl. 5
3HAJI, 9TU AETHU yXke BBHIPOCIIH, U HAACSUICA, YTO KU3Hb UX OTJIU-
YaeTcs OT TOro, UTo Tepres s, Koraa Obul MajieHbkum. 1 Haje-
SUICAA, YTO OIHAXK[bl B TAKOM K€ JOME — UJIM TTIOXOKEM Ha ITOT —
MEHS1 BCTPETUT €ro X03siiKa. 3Haelllb, KaK B CTapOi CKa3Ke, KO-
I/1a TIpeKpacHasi, CYaCTIvBasi U OJIaropoHasi IEByIIKa BHIPOCIa
U BEpHYJach Tyda, OTKyJa OHAa POJOM, M OIHO 3TO MOsIBJICHUE,
CJIOBHO JIy4 CBETa CKBO3b MOPE ThMbI, CI1ACJIO KOTO-TO BPOJIE Me-
H4. U 3710 citydnsiock. YTpoM B JIEHB Nepees/ia A TacKajl BaM KO-
POOKH, HO TOTA Tl MEHSI HE 3aMeTHJIa — IIOMHIO, KaK CKOJIb3MJIa
B3IJISZIOM 10 KOMHATaM, UCKaJia, Ky/ia ¥ 94TO MPUTKHYTh. Thl ObI-
JIa TOorja Takas cyeTuBasi, ObicTpasi, 3a0omimBas. Ho ToT Beuep,
KOrJa s 1IeJ ¢ IO3He CMEHbI ¥ He CMOT YUTH, HE TIOCMOTPEB
Ha Te0s, ¥ TOT JOM. ..

OH 3amoiT4aj, U YTO-TO 3aBOPOYANIOCHh Y MEHs B KUBOTe. 1
OLIETIEHENA, CIIyIasi, KAK OH TSKEJIO POHSIET CJIOBA, HE OTBOAS
71a3 OT JIEBYIIKU B OKHE:

— Ho 611 11 pyroii Beuep, Korjaa Moe cepiie 3aBOJIOKJIO Mpa-
koM. I HeHaBuzen BCeX, KTO MPEBPATHJI MOK XWU3Hb U KU3Hb
TeX, KTO MHE JI0por, B af. S kzaji, s JoJro *kJajia, HO HUKOMY
HE BO3/AaBAJIOCh MO 3aciayraM. Toraa st HOHsuI, YTO BO3AAsTHUE —
B MOMX pYyKax, U s JIOJDKEH MOCTYIUTh MO 3aKOHY coBecTh. ['on



s TOTOBHJICS K 9TOoMY. ['of1 51 Bapuyics B 6011 U IpocTH. 51 3aChi-
IaJI ¥ TPOCHINAJICS C MBIC/IBIO O MECTH, U 3a NpeJesaMu €€ He
ObLI0 OOJTBbITIe HUYETo. S rOTOB OBUT Take K CMEPTH, TOTOMY UTO
TaK KUTb, KAK MBI )KWUJIM, HEBBIHOCUMO, U y KaX/JOro 4YeJIOBEKa
HacTynaeT ofHaxapl cBoi npezen. Ho koraa s ocraHoBMIICA Ha
Jpyrov CTOPOHE YJIMLBL, ITOJ] CTAPBIM BA30M, TO IJIAEN U HE MOT
HarsAeTbes. Thl JIMCTaMa Kakylo-TO KHUTY, 3aJyM4MBasi U TH-
xas1. Bonocel y Te0s1 Obutn 3a0paHbl HaBepX. Thl BBIIIsSIEIA KAk
nokou. Kak moooBb. Kak nom. Kakoit ke ceerion el Obuta. Kak
K€ MHE HEJJOCTABAJIO 9TOTO CBeTa. Thl MHE IIOHPABUIIACH.

OH cMOJIK, 1 IOBUCIIA TUIIMHA. KJIOYOK Hallero ¢ OXOTHUKOM
MUpa 3aKJII0YAJICA B IOME C FOpALIMMUA OKHAMU TIOCPEIN MpakKa
Y TYMaHa, ¥ ¢ KaXJbIM MIHOBEHUEM TO TEIUIO, KOTOPBIM OKYTaJl
CBOH CJI0Ba BakXTepoH, paccenBasioch, M CTPaHHBIN ITPOHU3bIBA-
IOLUH CBET, 03apsABIIUI BCE BOKPYT, MEJUIEHHO NTOMEPK.

Bupyr s-npyras pe3ko NOBEpHYJIA FOJIOBY U B3IVIsIHYJIA HA HAC
B OKHO. B TO e MrHoBeHre MeHs OOysiT yXKac TaKOW CUIIbHBIM,
9TO 51 OYyKBaJIbHO BPOCTA B 3eMJII0, HE B CHJIAX TMOIIEBETUTHCS:
Ha MEHS CMOTpeJla MOsI TOYHAsl KOIUS, TOJIBKO 371asl, XOJIOHAas,
KecTokasi. BakxtepoH Ob11 ObICTpbIM. OH OpOCHIICS K COCEIHEMY
JIOMY, TIOTSIHYB MEH$I 32 COOOM.

Bricokoe KpbuUTblIo ObLTO HETJIOXMM YKpbiTheM. C HaBeca ma-
Jajia rycTasi TeHb, U Mbl YTONAJIM B HEOOJBIION HUILIE, BXKUMASICh
B CTeHy joMa ciuHamu. Ilog camMuMm KpbUIbLIOM OBUIO MEP3KO:
TaM KWJIM TIayKH, 0OOCHOBABIINE CBOI0 MAJICHBKYIO OXOTHHYBIO
kostonuio. CepeOpuiiach MO yrilaM UX MayTHHA, & B JIUCTHSIX O]



OOTHHKOM Y ce0sl 51 yBUJesIa BhIOEXKABIIYI0O KOPUYHEBYIO JIAKH-
POBAHHYIO IByXBOCTKY.

— Y-uepr!- 4 mopckoumia: yK OUeHb He OO STUX TIKHUX
TBapei, HO BakXTepoH OOHsIT MeHsI PYKOH 3a TaJIMIO M TIPHIKAT
K cebe, OOJTbHO HA/IaBUB JIOKTEM Ha rpy/b. Bripoyem, oH TyT ke
MOJIBUHYJT JIOKOTh, YTOOBI MHE OBUIO YJOOHEe, M 3TO U3YMIIO
MEHSI.

JlajoHb ero Kperko cxajia Moi poT, TaK 4TO sl MOIJIa TOJIBKO
BO3MYILICHHO COIETb, pa3iyBasi HO3IpU. BakXTepoH HEOTPHIBHO
SIS KyAa-TO HaBepX, B TYMaH, 3aCTH/IABIINN HEOO, OJHAKO
He BHUjIeJIa TOro, UTO BU/EI OH.

A 3aTeM Mexay Tyd TOCHBIIAJCS CTPaHHBIA 3BYK: OYITO
OIPOMHOE, TYrO HATSHYTOE IOJIOTHO MpOJIeTeso Haj 3eMJeH,
pacriacTaBImch KpputbsiMu. Kpaem rnasa s1 yrisigena Ha 3emuie,
YKPBITOM KOBPOM OarpsiHbIX ¥ 30JI0THIX JIUCTHEB, TYCTYIO YEPHYIO
TeHb — U B JKMBOTE 3aBOPOYAJICS JKMBOTHBIH yXKac.

OtOporiieHHast TeHb TPUHSIA (POPMY TMIAHTCKOM JJTUHHOTIA-
JION PyKHU.

Ona Bena 1o 3emJjie, TOYHO B IMOUCKAX KOTO-TO — YK HE HAC
m? BepHo, 3TO ee st MPUHsLIA MPEk/Ie 32 TeHb OPOMHOM ITTHIIBI.
BakXTepoH JIUIIb 3aTOJIKaJI MEHS AaJIbIIIe MO/ KPbUIbIIO, HAKPHIB
co0o¥ OT 3ToM cTpamHoi TeHn. OHa Kak *KuBas MOJ3JIa 10 3eM-
Jie, priCKasi B TIOMCKaxX Hac, U CKOJIb3WJIA MO TOPOy, 3aTMeBast
co0oii Bce BOKPYT, TIOMJIOINIAs JIOM 3a JIOMOM, OIMH (PyT 3eMJTH
3a JIPyTHM.

Sl mpuTannaack 3a TIEYOM OXOTHMKA B HEJIETION HA/IEKE, UTO



3710 He 3aMETUT MEHsI, €CJTU 51 He Oy/ly CMOTPETh Ha HEro.

B sTOM 1 ObLTa pa3HUIa MeXy MHOW ¥ UM. Sl 4yBCTBOBAIA,
YTO OH OOWMTCSI HE MEHBIIIE MOETro, HO CHOBAa BO3HMKAJI IJIABHBIH
BOIPOC — OH OOUTCS ITOTO UYIOBUIITHOTO HEYTO... I OOUTCS
3a ce0sa? A Moxer, 3a MeHs?

KoBep 13 JIMCTHEB ¢ 1IEIECTOM pa3jeTalCs B CTOPOHBI IEpe],
TEHBIO YK€ COBCeM OJIM3KO, U s 3aTaujia JbIXaHue, JymMasi, 4To
OyzeT, korga Hac HaiayT. OIHAaKO CITyCTsl MTapy MIHOBEHUI TEHb
CTPAIIIHOW JIAJOHK B MUMOJIETHOM NTUYbEM [IBUKEHUU TOIHSI-
JIaCh Ha OTPOMHYIO BBICOTY M MCU€3J1a B TYMaHE, KOTOPbIM 3aBO-
JIOKJIO 1 MOM IOM.

Hekoropoe Bpemsi Mbl no-npexHeMy monudanu. Hakower s
pOOKO KOcHYJach rpyau BakxtepoHa.

— Uro 310 OBLIO?— TIeNHYA 51 ¥ AoOaBmIa: — OHO yxe ynuio?

— Ha. Y Ham 311echb 3a1epKUBaThCsl TOXkE OOJbIIIE HEeJTb3s1, MHA-
Ye 3TO IJIOXO KOHYMUTCHL.

OH MOTYa ¥ TXO BCTaJl. 3aTeM OCMOTPEJICS U 000IIIeN TO Me-
CTO, IJIe UCY€e3/1a TeHb, CTOPOHOM, a MOCJIE MOAAJ MHE PYKY.

— BricTpee 3a MHOM,— cKa3all OH, Toponsck.— Hago novaie
MEHSTh MECTa, YTOObl HAC HE MOUMaJIH.

— Ho 3auem wmbl eif?— Haxmypuiach s, cOMBasiCh C Iara:
BakxTepon noutn 6exan— Xoporo, s K 9TOMY MPHUBBIYHA, BO
Bpems KatBbl MeH: J10BAT Bee. Ho ThI-TO KoMy HyxkeH?!

OH pe3Ko OCTaHOBWJICS, W3-3a IIeYa B3IVISAHY/ Ha MeHs. B ero
r71a3axX IPOMEJIbKHYJIO CTPAHHOE BbIPAKEHUE.

— Ei1 He HpaBuTCS, KOrna A 4To-TO BCIIOMMHAIO, U cervac s



BCIIOMHIJI JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI. ..— OH 3amHyJICs], COIYPHIICS U
HOTSIHYJ MeHs 3a coboit.— Jlagno. Tenepp nomum.

Tak mbI goOpenu IO cTaporo o3epa, OKPY:KEHHOTO MBaMH.
YTonas B TymaHe, OHO BUJHENOCHh Hemoaaleky. Bokpyr Hac B
BO3/IyXe KPYXKWJIHCh TyOOBbIE M KJIEHOBBIE JIUCThsI. MBI UK TIO
JOPOKKE, OKPYKEHHOW STUMU JIEPEBbsIMU, 1 ObLITH BCe ONMKE U
ommke K Oepery. 3amopocuiio. PactepsiBiich, s 4yBCTBOBasa
HYTPOM TIpUOJIMKEHUE KOHIIA STON HenmpUBbIYHON JKaTBbl — HO
3ayMaJiach, IEMCTBUTENBHO JIU XOUY, YTOOBI OH HACTYTIAJ.

Tpomna Besna Hac Bce Aajblie, U YeM JIOJIbIIEe Mbl LUK, TEM
CHUJTbHEE CTYIIAJICS MpPaK Mo 00e cTOpoHbl. MHe ObLIO He 1o cede,
U 5 TeCHee kaylach K BakxTepoHy, moiimas ce0si Ha MBICIIU, 4TO
OH CMOXET MEHs 3allIUTUTh — U 51 HYXKJIAI0Ch B TO 3alllUTe.

Kak naBHO 51 He yyBcTBOBasa ce0s1 B Oe3omnacHocTH? bbia
s1 B 0€30MaCHOCTU C HUM?

[loa HayMMy HOraMu BAPYT YTO-TO CKPUITHYJIO. MBI OomycTH-
JI¥ TJ1a3a ¥ YBUJIEJIH IIMPOKHUE NoIoBHIIbl. He oOMoBUBITIMCH HUA
CJIOBOM, MBI ¢ BakXTepoHOM MoOHMMaIoILE NEPErIsHYIUCh. DTO
MECTO CTAaHOBUJIOCh TEM, YEM XOTeJIO, YTOObI BIUATH Ha Hac. Ty-
MaH CTJIaJicsl TaM, BHU3Y, a TbMa 0OCTyIasa, HO, KOIJIa OHA pa3-
JIBUHYJIACh, a Mbl BBICTYITWIIUA U3 HEe, s yBU/IEIa KOMHATY — yIU-
BUTEJIBHO OTPOMHYIO B TOM TOYKE, ITI€ Mbl CTOSUIU, U CYXKaIOIILy-
10Cs1 10 pa3MepOB OObIUHOM TaM, IJie MepTBas JIyHa MPUCTAIbHO
CMOTpeJia B OKHO, cepeOpsi CKBO3b HEro MOJL.

— 41 6bLI 311ECh,— BAPYT MPOCTOHAT BakXTepoH M mpuka Jia-
JIOHb K rpynu.— 51 31ech ObIBasI paHbIIie.



Horu ero nogkocuiuck, ¥ OH ynaj nepeao MHOW Ha KOJIEHH,
CTOpPOUBIIIMCH U OMYCTHB TOJIOBY, TOYHO YbsI-TO HE3pUMasi pyKa ¢
HEOJOJIMMOM CUJIOW JTaBUJIa MY Ha CIIUHY, 3aCTaBUB IMOKJIOHUTD-
cs1. [IpepbIBUCTOE IbIXaHUE B3JIMAJIO €r0 MIMPOKYIO Ipydb. U s
CMOJIKJIa, TIOHSIB, YTO Mbl OKA3aJIUCh 3[IECh HE CTyYailHO.

Ho 3auem?

[lon rma3om MEpTBOW THUIOIIEW JTYHbI, MOJTYAJIMBOM CBUJE-
TEJILHUIIBI, Mbl MPOXUBAJIA CHOBA TO, YTO MPOXKUIM YXkKE KO-
raa-to. ITo mouM rutedam mpooOeskan xomoa. ['yObl cTpaHHO 3a-
kososio. ToyHO B OecraMsITCTBE, CO CTOHOM BakxTepoH, SIBHO
COIPOTUBJISISICh, HANIPSITasi MBIIIIBI U HE XeJasd MOIYMHATHCS
HEYMOJIMMOM BOJIE TOTO, YTO 3aCTaBJIsJIO €ro BCIOMUHATh U TO-
BTOPSATh MPOKUTOE, MEJJIEHHO MOAHS PYKY M KOCHYJICS TTOJI0-
JIa MOETO T'PA3HOTO PBAHOIO IJIAThsA. A Jpyrov pyKou OH JIOCTall
HOX.

MeHs Kak kapoM MPOCTPEUIIO, U 1 B3POTHYJa, TOTOMY UTO
IJIe-TO B HACTOSIIIEM HallleM MHUpPEe OCTajiach HACTOsIIAs Hallla
HOYb, KOI'JIa OH cAeJIal To ke camoe. M oTuero-to crpaxa BO MHE
00J1biIIEe HE OBLIO.

Opnako nosiuioch uMsi: Kpuk.

U Bropoe: Kpeiin.

— YV MeHs CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO, UTO BCE ITO YKE C HAMU CITy4u-
JIOCh,— MEJIJIEHHO CKa3aJia s.— [ ie-To Tam, y HacTtosinux Bakxre-
poHa u Jlecnu, 111 KOTOPBIX MBI — JIMIITh O€3MOJIBHBIE TEHHU.

— A MOXET, OHU — TEHU HAC?— MYUYMTEJbHO BbIIABUJI OH, BCE
ellle MBITasICh B3SITh CBOE TEJIO IMOJ] KOHTPOJIb, HO OBLT HE B CHJIAX



chenaTh To.

Bosice 1 xenass KOCHYTbCSI €ro TEMHBIX BOJOC, s TTyOOKO
B3JJOXHYJIA.

MHe He XBaTHUJIO BO3[yXa B TPy TO JIK OT CTPaxa, TO JIK OT
BOJTHeHUsl. KakeTcs, 51 3HaIa 3T0 OlIyIleHUe — KOTrjla MO MYyK-
YMHA CTOSUT Ha KOJIEHSIX, ME/IJIEHHO CKOJb3s JIAIOHSMH IO MO-
UM OepaM, 3aTKaHHBIM IIIEJTKOM, U KPEITKO CKMMAJT B TiepYaTKe
HOX, BHITSTHYTBIA U3 HOXKEH.

Jle3Bue Tyckio Gnecteno B ceapIx Kiydax Tymana. B OBxape
Ha HeM He ObLJIO KPOBH, CKOJILKO OBl OHO HU yOUBaJIio. f 3amepia.
Bce kpyrom kazanoch TUXUM, 3acThiBIIMM. HexusbiM. U TpeBo-
ra cxasia mMoe cepiie.

BoT Tak, He ynepKaBIIKCh, B CTPAHHOM TOpPbIBE, OYATO MOMM
TEJIOM YIPABJISIA HE3PUMBIE CUIIBL, 5 OIYCTUJIA PYKY MOBEPX ro-
JI0BbI BakxTepoHa, 3amycTHB NAJIbIbl B TSKENble, 3a0paHHbIC B
KOCY, TJIAJJKUE TIPSIIH.

Koportkuii B310x copBaics ¢ ero ry0. OH Me/IJIeHHO MpHKal-
Cs1 JIMIIOM K MOMM Oeipam, 3apbIBasiCh B IPA3HYIO TKaHb. Tak 10-
BepunBO. Tak HexHo. PyKkoil OH 0OXBaTHJI MOM HOTH B KOJBIIO,
APYTYIO — 4TO CKMMAJA HOX — TIOJIOXKUII MO/l KOJICHO, U JIe3BUe
el1Ba KOCHYJIOCh KOXKH.

Kaxmyto cekyHy s jkana, 9To OH MPOBEPHET B pyKe HOX U
yIapuT MeHs uM. fl KJanma, Korga OH BOITBETCSI OCTPBIM JKaJloM
B MOIO TUIOTh, MOJCEYET MHE HOTY, PACKPOUT TENO, MPUUYUHUT
00JTb, TYCTUT KPOBb, KaK cJiesiast Obl 3TO JII0OOON OXOTHUK BO Bpe-
ms JKatesl. § Moria npeacTaBuTh, 4yTo OyAeT Aajblie.



OH noBanuT MeHs HazeMb. HaOpocuTcst cBepxy, U ero pyka
COMKHETCSI Y MEHs Ha TopJie, HO TIPeK e, YeM CJIOMATh MHE IIIel0,
OH 3aBeJIeT JIe3BKe MPSIMO TOJ] OIOOPOIOK, TaK, YTO OHO IPO-
ObEeT MHE UYeJTIOCTHYIO KOCTb U MIPOH3UT s13bIK. U TOrIa, BO3MOX-
HO, OH U MOJIAPUT MHE TO, YEro 5 TaK Ky. ..

JKny npsmo ceruac, HO He TaK, KaK IIemJeT MHe cTpax. Msr-
ye. J[loOpee. Hexnee.

Hosx 3aCKOJIB31IT YepHOU PYKOSTHIO TT0 KOXE BCE BBIIIIE, a JIe3-
BUE Y HEro ObUIO TaKUM OCTPBIM, YTO KpPYXEBHasl TKaHb JieT-
KO pacIioj3/iach MO STUM IIEJIKOBBIM IJIAJIKUM JBHXeHueM. Ot
OCTpUsL HaJl KOJICHOM U TI0 Oe/ipy MPOTSAHYJICS €/IBa YIOBUMBIN
Oenechiii cnen. HanaBu BakxTtepoH cuiibHee, Obula Obl paHa, HO
OH He CTaJl... Bpyr oH KOCHYJICSI TyOaMy MOETO KUBOTA, ITPSIMO
MIOBEPX IJIaThs. S1 TYJIKO CIJIOTHYJIA M TIOMTPOOOBAIA IOTPOHYTh-
Cs1 710 €ro MacKM ¥ MOJHSTh, 3a0bIB, UYTO OHA BPOCJIA B HETO, CTajia
BTOPBIM JIMIIOM — U CHSITh €€ 51 He MOIJIA.

— Jlecnu, s1 HE MOTY. . .— TIPOIIIENTAN OH ¥ COTHYJICS, OYATO ero
NpOH3MJIa OOJIb.

Sl B3apOrHy/ia, CHIISCh CKJIOHHUTBHCS, HO TEJIO He NMOBUHOBA-
JI0Ch MHE. $1 MBITanach CONPOTUBIIATHCS: ITO OBLIO CJIOKHO, TO-
YTU HEBHIHOCHMO.

Tyman ipocaumBasicsi MeXy HaMH, Kak HU3Koe oonako. Kak
JBIMHBI MOpOK. Ham o6orm 31eck ObuTo aymHO. Mbl 06a 31O
3HasM. Hu BeTpa, HM B3710Xa — HUUETO 3/1eCh He ObUIO, HUYTO He
K0J1e0aJI0 3aCTOSBINUICA BO3/IyX 3TOro cTpaHHoro mecra. Cam
CTpAITHBIA MUp 3aMep, KaKk B KAPTUHE, a Mbl ITPOCTO BTOPIJIUCH



B HEe U CTaJId YacThIO XOJICTA.

Ero narepHs jeria Ha MOIO HOTY IPSIMO HaJl LIAPAITMHOW, ¥ OH
XPUIUIO IIEMHYJT:

— Tol MOXeImb yoerats. ..

Her, HeT, g 3Hat0, 4TO OH CKaXeT. S TOYHO 3HAI0, YTO UMEHHO !
BocriomuyHaHust BCIIBIIIKAMY TMPOH3AJIA MEHSI OfIHO 34 JIPYTUM,
OHM MPOXOAWIA CKBO3b MEHS KaK MPU3PAYHOE X0, U 51, paCIlu-
PMB IJ1a3a, CMOTpeJia Ha BakxTepoHa cBepXy BHU3.

XUIIHUK, TPUMABIIMI K MOUM HOraM. My K4rMHa, KOTOPOTO s
0os1ach 1 Kellasia, MOTOMY YTO B HEM ObLJIO MHOTO CBETa M eIlie
Oosbilie — ThMBI. YenioBek, 3a0paBimmii Moe cepmie. st sToro
€My He HyXeH ObLT HOX; OH BBIHYJI €r0 M3 TPy/Id, IOTOMY YTO 5
oT/Iajia ero JJ0OPOBOJILHO.

4 nomumna. d xaxnana v 0osach IIOMHHUTS. ..

Mo cnvHe Moeli poOeskaa JIPOXKb, IO BUCKY CKAaTHJIACh Ka-
nesibka nota. $1 crioTHyna, MoToMy YTO 3HaJIA: €CJIU YCIIbIIIY 9TH
CJIOBA, TPOMBOUJIET HETTOIPABUMOE.

— ...MOXelIb MPSATaThCSl, HEHABUAETh MEHS. . .

— Monmuu! Ymornsio!— HeMeumu ry0aMu BHIKPUKHYIA 1.

Mens oxBatuil ctpax. Eciu oH 1OroBOpUT, CIyUUTCSl UTO-TO
OYEHb IJIOX0e: ITO OOEIAHKE CTHIJIO B BO3IyXe, OHO JIABHJIO MHE
Ha TUIEY, ¥ MBI 00a 3HAJIM, YTO OH MOCTPAIAET, KOT/Ja JIOTOBO-
puT.

41 He xoTena, 4TOOBI OH CTpajall.

Sl MOTHyJ1a rOJIOBOM, HE Kejasi 3Toro ciplarh. OrpoMHbIM
YCUJIMEM BOJIM I CHEJIJIa IIar Ha3aJ U B3/APOTHyJa, BKaBIIUCh



CIIMHOM B CTEHY.

—Ho...

— IIpomry! XBarur!

— ...OHAX/Ibl OTCIOAA. . .

— [TIPEKPATH!- BbikpuKHYa 1.

— ...AMEHHO MO PyKa...

— Tw caenaens cebe xyxe! He Bcriomunaii!

Moii rosioc 3a3BeHell, IPOrHyIl, B HeM ObLIIH CJIE3HI.

Her, nukorga, Hu 3a uro! Momuu. OcTtaHOBUCH, MHAUE OHO
HaiaeT TeOsi, OHO TIOMMeT, KaK U 5, YTO MEX/Iy HAMU eCTh Ka-
Kasi-To...

Kpacnas nenra. Kpacnas nenra. KpacHad sieHra.

...CTpaHHasi CBSI3b, U OHA TaK CUJIbHA, YTO CEPALIE B MOEH Ipy-
JIY ceryac JIOMHET, MOTOMY YTO TO, YTO MOKUPAET HAC U3 LIMKJIA
B LIUKJI, HE XOUYET, YTOOBI MBI 3HAIH !

— ...CHMMET TOBS3KY.

3acThU1a TUIIMHA TaKasi, YTO ee ObLJIO BIIOPY pe3aTh Ha KYCKU.
B TOoT MHT 5 onyTHIAa €0 PYKM NOJ IUIAThEM, M KOIJ1a OH BCTAJ
BO BECh POCT, KOTa MOJHSUI MEHS MOJ STOAMIIbI, KOrAa yCa il
ceOe Ha Oepa, MPUXaB CIIMHOM K CTEHe, U MpUMajl rydbaMu MacKu
K MOE€H 111ee, 1 MPOoLIerTaa To, YTO MPOCTPESIUIIO MOE CO3HAHUE.
EnuHcTBEeHHOE CIOBO.

Kak 51 Mora ero 3a0biTh? OHO OCTaJIOCh HA KOHUYMKE SI3bIKA
YYKUM JbIXaHUEM.

— Buk.

BakxTepon nmoaHsu1 rosioBy. B3rsa ero b1 cTpariieH u Xoso-



IIEH, U S CKAJIaCh B OOBATUSAX.

— Jlecrm KpenH!— rpo3HO cka3asi OH, U TOJIOC €r0 MHOXHWJI-
s TYJIKUM 9XOM, OTJIeTasi OT CTeH, TOYHO YCUJICHHBIH B JIECSITKU
pa3.— 51 momHIO TeOs!

S Moryia pa3zoOparh Terephb 3TH Ia3a. S TBepao NOMHUIIA UX
I[BET: OHU OBUTM TeMHO-cepbIMH. U s, Kaxercs, 3HaJa, KaKUM
OBLIO ero JIUIIO Toj Mackou. Jlpoka, 1 monokuia JIaJIoHb eMy Ha
KaJIbIK, MSATKO TOTJIaIuIIa 1Iel0 M0 BCel IMHE U OLTyTU/Ia, Kak
OH TBepI MMOJI0 MHOM.

— Tot Mue puHa ek uIIb. Tel Mosi. Thl 0Oemaa, 4to Oyaerb
MOei Bcerja, Thl MpuHeca KIATBbL. Thl TOMHUIIB 3TO?

- Ha.

¢l He 3HaJIa OTHBIHE, OTUYETO CTAJIO BS3KO ABIIIATh, OYATO BO3-
JyX B JIETKUX CTYCTHJICS — U TENePh 3a/1bIXaJIaCh.

Yero s xkana, ero NpUKOCHOBEHU S ?

Korna s ckazana cBoe «aa», OH BIWICS T'y0aMu CBOeW mac-
KM B MOU, CMSUT UX, TIOMYMHUIT MeHs1 ceOe, U BHE3alHO MacKa
ero oOpaTuiIach B JIMIO, TOKPHITOE TEM K€ CTPAIIHBIM pacKpa-
COM, TOJIbKO TeNeph — CMYIJIOE, Teryioe, KUBOEe, TAKOe 3HAKO-
Moe. OH JiepHyJl MeHsI 32 BOJIOCHI, 3aCTaBJIsisi U3OTHYThCS Tak,
Kak eMy ObLIO YIoOHO 1enoBarhk. Crpsitan mon coOoid, CIOBHO
OOHSIT HE3PUMBIMH KPBUTBSIMU. 1 KOPOTKO CKaJjla MajbIlbl Ha €0
rpyau, crpedas B KyJ1ak Oe3pyKaBKY, U BTOPOM JIQJIOHBIO JIMIIIb
nprXkaaach K TOYEHOMY OpOH30BOMY JiMIly. BakxTepoH HM3KO,
THIXO MPOCTOHAJ B MOM pOT. {1 MOTsIHY/Iach K peMHIO Ha ero Oej1-
pax. 3BAKHYJIA IPsKKA. B Moen 1ajoHn cTasio rops4o 1 TBepao,



U s XOTeJla HampaBUTh BakxTtepoHa B ce0Os1, YTOOBI HUKOT 1A O0JTb-
11e He OBITh OJJMHOKON M YTOOBI He ObUT OMMHOKUM OH. [TycToTa
BO MHE, He 3aloJIHeHHAs] HUKEM, BPYT CTajla TIepeIuTON uepe3
Kpai, ¥ 51 BCXJIMITHYJIA, KOTJa OH MIOMEJIJIHII, TPEXe YeM BOUTH.
OH BxaJsicsi B Mou Oefipa CBOUMH, U 51 Kperie CTUCHYJIA ero Ta-
JIVIO, COMKHYB Ha Hel JIOIDKKY, a MIel0 CkaB B 00bATHSAX. OH
MSITKO TOTEPCS] O MEHsI WIEHOM, U s BCIIOMHUJIA, KaK KOT/Ia-To
JTABHO OH yXe ObLT BO MHE.

Jla, Koraa-To AJaBHO MBI 3HAIU APYT Opyra, KOTIa-To JaBHO —
s y2K€ HE TIOMHIO, CKOJIBKO ITUKJIOB Ha3a/l U B KaKOW U3 KU3HEN —
s yXKe 11e7I0Bajia ero Tak ¥ MpUHUMAJIa ero, CTAHOBUJIACh C HUM
OIHMM IL1eTbiM. Eciiu 3aKkphITh T71a3a, BCIOMUHAETCS JIeTYe. . .

Sl ckosb3HYIA pyKOM HMXE MO CMYIJION 1ee U cxkaia ee. OH
TIO3BOJIVJT 9TO CJIEJIaTh U HE OTTOJIKHYJI, HATPOTUB — SI3bIK [TYO-
’Ke TIPOHMK B MEHsI, TAHITysl [I0 MOEMY M 3aCTaBJIsIsI KeJaTh O0JIb-
mero. Miu, no kpaiiHeir Mepe, He OCTaHABIMBAThCSI.

Harrie BpeMs OIXoauio K KOHITY.

Torna oH BoIes, U s BHIJOXHYJIA €My B I'yObl UMsI, KOTOpOE
Jo6ua 60mbie coOcTBeHHOro. CTpeMsCh CTaTh €MHBIM, HeJle-
JIMMBIM TIeJTBIM, OH TOJIKHYJICS TITyOKe W 3amep, OlryIas, Kak s
cKuMar ero B cebe. A 3Hasa, 4yero oH Xkeyaj, MOTOMY UTO XO-
TeJa TOro ke MpsAMo cervac. § nepedupaia 3T0 MM Ha SI3BIKE,
KaK YeTKH, IOKa M0 HeMYy TUIsIcall 9yKOH sI3bIK, U Orudaga KOH-
YUKOM OeJible OCTPBIe KJIBIKH, CJIETKA BBIIAIOIIUECS U3 POBHOTO
3yOHOTrO psiga. [og MOMMU COMKHYTHIMU BEKAMH CKOJIB3WIN U
BCIILIXMBAJIM HAIlA OOIIYE, OOHU HA JBOUX, BOCIIOMHUHAHMS, U



NIOTPY’XasiCh B HUX TIIyOKe, KaK B TEMHbIE ITTyOMHBI 03epa My-
cxeq1, O3 KoToporo ki Moi Buktop KpeiiH, s BcromuHana
u ceOs1 Toxke. A oTOM OTKpbUIa rasa. [log Bekamu Bakxrtepo-
Ha MeJIbKaJIM SIPKUe BCIBIIIKUA cepeOpsiHOrO CBeTa, 03apsiBIINe
CMYIJIOE JIULIO.

4 nouenosana ero B mew. OH Jer MeKorM MHE Ha BUCOK, KO-
POTKO MPOCTOHAJ — U Oarogapsi TOMy Tojiocy sl BCIOMHUJIA, Ka-
KUM MSTKAM U O€33aIIUTHBIM OH IOPOW MOT' CTAHOBUTbBCSI, OCO-
OeHHO B MOMX pyKax. {1 kauHyna 6egpamMul HaBCTpeuy, ¥ OH JIPOT-
HYJI ¥ OTBEp/IeJ BHYTpH elle cuibHee. OH 3a7ieBajl BO MHE HEUTO
Oosblliee, YeM IUI0Th, TIEPEBUTYI0 HEPBHBIMU Y3JIaMH, TI0 KOTO-
POI MTPOKATHIBAJICSI CBOEH IJIOTHIO; TO ObUIO CIUIETEHUE Ay, U
HAJTBIIBI, KOTOPBIMHU OH MSUI U TJIaJiJT MO€ TeJlo, OyATO BILIABH-
JIUCh B HETO, CTAJIU YaCThIO MEHSI — KaK $I CTajia 4acThio ero. JKe-
Jaroiee, COeJMHUBIILIEECS, CIUTOE B €IMHOM MOPHIBE TOCKU JIPYT
10 JIpYTy ABYXI'OJIOBOE UY/IOBHMILE, s U OH, Ipoxaio. 1 oH, u g
3aJIbIXQJTUCh TIepe]] TeM, KaK BCE MPEKPaTHIIOCh Obl.

Bnpyr BakxtepoH pe3ue jier Ha MeHs Tpy/iblo, Oy/TO OCTYITHII-
cs1. KOpOoTKO KJIOKOTHYB rOpJioM, OH OTCTPAHUJICS, CKaB PYKH Y
MeHs1 Ha 6eapax. Tenepb Ha HEM CHOBA MOSBUJIACH MACKa.

OH BBICKOJIb3HYJI U3 MEHs, OTIYCTWI U yIaJl Ha KOJEHO. 3a
€ro CIIMHOW KJTyOUJICS TyMaH.

— Buk!

4l npucena psAAOM Ha KOPTOUKH, B35B €T0 3a IUIEUH, U C ykKa-
COM TIOHS1J1a, YTO OH OOMSIK U roBasiics Brepen. Oceasi B MOMX
PYKax, OH YCIieJ BbIJABUTh MPEXkJIe, YeM 51 3aMETUJIa 9TO: TOH-



KYIO May4bl0 JIally 32 €ro CIMHOM, YXOASIIYI0 B OE3JOHHYIO TITy-
OWHY TbMBI, KOTOPOH CTajla KOMHATa, JOM, TOPOJ — BCE BOKPYT.
3emuis oYepHesa BOKPYT HAC, TPaHUIIbl CIAJIBHU CTEPIIUCH MOJ
Horamu. Tuxo nprxaBIIKCh K BakXTepoHy, 5 1IenHyna:

— Yro 3107 Ilouemy Bce MeHseTcs?

Mup aposxkai, ApoXKaJv U TPAHULBI CTEH, U TIOTOJIOK, U OKHO,
Y JIyHa 32 HUM.

— [lotomy uTO £ 3HaM0...— IIyX0 cKa3zajl BakxTepoH u nose3
PyKOI1 B KapMaH. BbIHYJI OH ee OTTyna, yXke CKMMasi B KyJake
aJyIo JIEHTY.— $l HakOHel 3Hal. ..

C norpenaHHbIMM KpasiMH, HO e111e APKYI0. [JTMHOM B JIOKOTb.
CaenaHHyI0 U3 XOpPOIIEro, KPernkoro Imiejka — Takylo ke, Kak
Mos.

OH THXO APOTHYI, COTHYBIIKCH OT O0mu. $1 ormycTuia riiasa u
pacuMpuia ux B ykace, IOHAB, YTO IPy/b €r0 MPOH3aET OIPOM-
HBII YEPHBIN KOTOTb.

— O Ooxe...

OueHp MEJIEHHO KOrOTh NMOTAHYJ BakxTepoHa nmpoys oT me-
Hsl, B YepHYyl0 Oe3/IHy, pa3Bep3lIylocs 3a ero cnuHou. Boszmyx
Terepb Pa3uil CbIPOCTHI0 U MEPTBEUMHOM. [{oM 3a1pokaJi, CTEHbI
Y Kpblllla C FPOMKHUM CTOHOM pa3olLIMCh — U TaM, B OFPOMHOM
Opemm Mex1y HIMH, Ha (hoHE CyMepeK 51 yBHIeNa ee.

Orpomnyio, kyTKyio [layunxy. OHa cMOTpena Ha MeHs B OT-
BET, U B ee Ila3ax, OJecTsIIMX B JIYyHHOM CBETe, TOYHO YepHbIe
JKEMUYKUHBI, sl BUJIEJIA YCMEUIKY.

BakxTepoH Hatesn B cebe CHITbl TOAHATh Ha MeHs B3I, Py-



KM €ro 51 He OTIYyCKasa, Kak Obl HAC HU MBITAIUCH Pa3IyduTb.
Tenepp MHE Ka3aJ10Ch: KOTAA 3TO CIYYUTCS, MPOU3OUIET HEYTO
CTpAILIHOE.

— boxe, Jlecnu,— 1mienHyn oH.

Kppiiia Hao MHOH IpOTrHYJIa, U BTOPOM May4uid KOTOTh Me[-
JICHHO CITyCTWJICS B PAa3BEPCTYIO 1IeIb MHE 3a cMHy. OH OXH-
JaJI MEHS — CBOIO JKEPTBY, 1 BakXTepoOH ¢ yCHJIMEM NOAHSIICA C
KOJIEHa Ha HOTH, HAKOJIOTHII Ha Mayyblo Jamy, Kak 0adoyka Ha
urity. Y Hero ObLT TOJBKO OAWH BBIXOJ, YTOOBI sI BO3POIMIIACH,
Y {1 3HAJIA, YTO OH 3TOrO He XOTeJI. YMUPAIOIIUU U MOTEPSHHBIN,
OH, NIOKAYMBAsCh, OJOLIEI KO MHE.

— Vike caMIIKoM No31HO,— cKa3al oH.— Hame BpeMs KoHuu-
Jock. OHa 3aech. 1 oHa rojogHa.

4l 3Hama, 4TO MOCEYeT 3a 9TUM, U NPOTAHY/IA K HEMY PyKHU.
OH 0OHST MeHs, Jposka BCEM TeJIOM; OOHSLIT KPEIKO U CUIIBHO, a
3aTeM rpy/b MPOH3UJIO OOJbIO, U 51 CAEpkKaa KPUK, YTKHYBIIUCDH
B €IlIe TeTUTYI0 MYKCKYIO 111e10. BakxTepoH ynas Ha KOJIEH! BMe-
cre co MHOW. OH BBIHYJI HOK U3 MOEU paHbl U MTPUIEPKAT MEHS
3a TaJIMI0, HaOMo1asl 32 TeM, KaK CBET )KM3HHU aCHET B MOMX IJ1a-
3ax. OH He MOT TPOTUBUTHCS IKTOMM, TOTOMY 4TO OBLIT OXOTHH-
KOM, a 51 — ero xkepTBoi. U TOIbKO 4TO HamM 00 STOM HATIOMHWITH.

KpoBb 13 MOen paHbl Kamnajga Ha 3eMJII0, PacIUIbIBAsICh albl-
MU COLIBETUSIMU. YMUPasl, s HEOTPbIBHO HabOmogaa 3a Bakxre-
POHOM.

Hac ¢ HuM paznyuuiu yxe ABaK/bl, U IEPBbII HAIll pa3 s Mo-
YTH YTO BCIOMHMJIA. TOrna-To oHa M pacraipia Hac B pa3HbIe



CTOpOHBI. MeHs1 — HaBepX, B TIOJIOCY TYMaHa, B 3a0bIThe, a €ro
— BO TbMY.

Ham HanoMuHa/IM, 4YTO MBI C HUM — JIIOOW COBEPIIEHHO pa3-
HOTO MOPs/IKA, Y B IIUKJIE MOPSIOK STOT ObUT HEPYILIUM.

% %k 3k

OH npoOyauiicst cpey TyMaHa, U KOrja OTKpbUT IJia3a, Teso
€ro, TOYHO POCa, TOKPhIBATN OMCEPUHKHU KPOBH.

Jlaxxe He cripaImBasi, OH MOT ObI TOHSITh, Ybel ObLIa T2 KPOBb,
Y OT OJHOM MBICJIA €EMY CTAHOBUJIOCH ILJIOXO.

— TbI HaKOHEN OYHYIICS.

JKeHnmHa, crosBIIas HEMOAAIEKY OT METAJUIMYECKOTO CTOJA,
K KOTOPOMY OH ObUT IIPHKOBAH IETsSIMH, ObLJIa eMy He3HaKOMa —
U B TO € BpeMsl OH IIOPa3UTEJIbHO CHO 3HaJI, KTO OHa. EMy He
HY’KHO OBUIO CMOTpPETh B €€ JIJIOBBIE IV1a3a U HE HYXKHO ObLIO
BUJIETh €€ KPACHBOE CMYTJIOE JIUIIO, YTOOBI TIOHSATH: Mepe] HIM
— Mxtomu.

— MHorpga MHe KaxeTcs, JTI0au, JaKe TAKUe YMHBIE, KaK Tbl, 110
CYTH CBOEH, HE NTOHMMAIOT, YTO TaKOE BbICIIASA 1IEJb, XOTS BCIO
JKU3HBb CBOIO CTPEMSITCS JOCTUYb €€ WM XOTsI Obl MOHATSH. [1pu-
OJIM3UTBLCS K TOMY, YTO Bbl Ha3bIBAETE CMBICJIOM, pajid KOTOPOro
CYLIECTBYETE.

CrnornyB, BakXTepoH HanpAr pyky, 3aTeM Apyrylo, HO LENH
JEepXKajy ero Kpenko, ¥ OH 3HAJI, YTO HE MOT BBIPBAThCSA, XOTS
npodosai. [IpoGoBars Beerma CTOMIIO.



— BbI uiniete ero, a CMbICI 3aKJTI0YAETCS JIMIITb B TOM, YTOOBI
IpOCTO KUTh. B camom mipouiecce,— nmponomxkuna Mkromu.— Io-
CKOJIbKY HUYEro WHOTO M3BJICUb U3 Hee HEBO3MOXHO, a 3HAYe-
HUEM pas3Hble COObITUS HajlensieTe Bbl caMu. Beab Bbl — cO3/1aH-
HbIE OT CKYKHM CO3JIaHMsI, YTOObI OHKBE®, Goram, HacesIioImM
HeObITHE, He ObLIO B BEJIMYMU CBOEM W HE3BIOJIEMOM MOTYIIe-
CTBE TaK... OJJIHOKO. A €CJIM Bbl CO3/IaHBI IO MOI0OMI0 HaIlleMy,
3HAUMUT, CYTU Balllel U 11eJI1 HeT BOBCE, Be/lb HET LI/ U Y CYIIe-
CTBOBAHUSI TAKMX KaK Mbl, KOO Mbl BeUHBI U OeckoHeuHbl. U B
OTJIMYKE OT Bac, IIIYMBIMU BOIIpocaMu He 3agaeMcsi. OTHaKoO. . .

Ona czienana K HeMy HECKOJIbKO I1IaroB, M Ha CTEHBI yraJsia
OrpOMHasl TIayuybsi TeHb. BaKXTepOH, OPOTHYB, 3ajepraji Lemnu
SIpPOCTHEe, CUJISICh BhIOpaThesl. Ho TyT ke mpekparui u 3amep,
korga Viktomu, BCTaB OSN3 €ro CToja, Tak MOXOKero Ha CTOJ /st
pa3JIeNIKK TPYIIOB, HEKHO TIOJIOKKIIA JIAJOHb €My Ha JKHBOT.

— OpHako, Kak M y Bac, y Hac ecTb HeuTo ocobeHHoe. Harm
JKeJIaHWs M pelieHusi. MHOro JieT Ha3aj s pelia, yTo Oosblie
HE XO4y CMOTpPETh Ha TUOeIb OJIHOTO MHpPA 32 JAPYTUM, KOTOPbIe
CO3JIaHuUsI, TIOI0OHBIE MHe, TaKk HeOpexHO yHuuToxkam. Co Bpe-
MEHEM 1 MPUKUIIEeNa K MUPY JIofIel, He CTOIbKO MOTOMY, UTO BbI
HPaBUTECh MHE.

OHa HarpsIia najblibl, U OCTPhIE HOT'TH €/1Ba BOIILIH O] KO-
Ky BakxtepoHy. OH CKaJl YeIIOCTH, He JKeJjlasi TOKa3biBaTh COO-

% Oukge — BrICITHE oy, wim 6oru, npuiieaime ¢ 3emiu Ha Hebe. Vx amonmn Tak
CHJIbHBI, & CIIOCOOHOCTH TaK BEJIMKH, YTO OHM MOTYT pa3pyliaTh U CO3/IaBaTh HOBBIC
BCEJICHHBIE.



CTBEHHOU OOJIH.

— CKOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO 5 PUyMaJa JJisl BAC CJIMIIKOM MHO-
r0 BCEro MHTEpeCHOro. MHe HpaBUTCS co3/aBaTh, U TO, YTO $
co3jaja B BallleM MHUpe, MPEKPacHO. A MpPeKpacHOe AOCTOMHO
TOro, 4TOOBI CyIIecTBOBaTh. KTO-TO momaraer, s JIUIb KaJIKUA
MMUTATOP, OTpaxaTesb CYIIECTBYIOIIEro Mopsaka Bellel U ux
CBOJWCTB, HO 3TO €pyH/a: BCE HE TaK MPOCTO, U 5 MpeTeya MHO-
T'UX BEILEN, KOTOpbIE Bbl 3HAETE.

Hortu, octpele U moxoxue CKopee Ha JIe3BUsI, TTPOHUKJIN
ryOxe, 1 BaKXTEpOH KOPOTKO BBIIOXHYJI. IKTOMU yIIBIOHYIACH.
VrpiOka ee Obuta 3y0acToil, Ha YeJIoBeYecKylo Heroxoxeil. [1ay-
Ybsl TEHb €€, OTPOMHAs U CTpalllHasl, 3aCKOJIb3UJIA 110 CTEHE.

— Bemukoe 100po HEBO3MOXHO 0e3 BEJMKOH kepTBbl. Tede
JIM He 3Hath? Thl, 4eI0oBeK, HAIEAIINU CMBICJIOM CBOEN JKU3HU
MECTb, pa3Be Thl HE COIJIaceH co MHOi? Bunumo, Het. Benpb Bce,
YTO ThI CAeJIal celvac,— OTJAJIWJI Ha LIar CliaceHUe Balllero MU-
pa, MOTOMY UTO PELInI BCHOMHUTh KEHIIUHY, KOTOPYIO JOJKEH
yOUTb.

BuK BBIIOXHYII, 3paYKH €ro Cy3UJIUCh, OH MPOTHYJICS Ha CTO-
ne ot 6omu, Koraa VIKToMu MejieHHO Morpy3uJia Majiblibl B €ro
IUIOTh U HayaJla BOPOUIUTh UMU BHYTPEHHOCTH. T10T MoK pbLI ero
JIMLIO U TEeJI0, MPOCTYIUB Yepe3 MOpbl, HO OH JIepXkaJcs.

— 51 He yObIO ee,— MPOPOHUIJI OH.

Omna nepebupaia KUIIIKH, KeITylI0K, BCE B HEM, TOYHO YETKH,
MPUCTAILHO HAOMIO/1ast 32 TeM, KaK OH KOPYMTCS, 1 OH MYUHJICS
OT HeM30BIBHOM OOJH, pa3pbIBaeMblii €10 Ha yacTh. Bee, yero on



XOTeJ,— 3a0BIThCS WM YMEPETb.

— Her, yobemb,— MsTKo ckazaia IkTomu 1 cHsiia ¢ Hero mac-
Ky.

HarsinyB cBOM Lienu, OH pBaHyJICS K HEll, OCKaJIMBIINCh, U OHA
NIOTpy3MJIa MBI etrie rryoxe. OH Oy THIT BKYC KPOBH Ha CBO-
UX 3y0ax, a OHa ABUHYJIACH BHIIIIE, ¥ TUIOTh €T0 OCTaIaCh Pa33sB-
JIEHHOM U pacnaxHyTOH, paCKpOEHHOW OT XUBOTA, TaM, T/ TMO-
ObiBasia ee pyka. OHa CTpeMIIach BbIIlIe, KacasiCh MaablIaMH pe-
Oep U JIeTKuX, U JBUTAJIach Ty/a, TIe HAJAPBHIBHO CTy4aso U Ou-
JIOCh OTOJIEHHOE YeJIOBEYECKOe Cep/Lie.

Pacriorpomennsiii, BakxTepoH siexxait Ha cTosne, ucTeKas coo-
CTBEHHOUW KPOBBIO, HO HE CMeJl HM KpUuaTh, HU CTOHATh, XOTS
Oe3ymue OT yKacarolei O0JI 3aCTUIIAIO0 eMy pa3yM.

— Twer 3a0yzenib ee cHOBa, Kak 3a0bIBAJI MHOTO pa3 TOAPSI,
MIOTOMY UTO $I TOTO 3aX0TeJla,— MeJIEHHO cKaszasa oHa.— Thl y-
Maellb, s MyJaio Te0si Tak Briepsble? Vnu nonaraeib, MHe Hpa-
BUTCSI TPATUTh HA TO BpeMsi? Sl TepIutio Bce 3TO JIUIIb TOTOMY,
YTO Y BaC HEOOBIYaHO CHITbHAS CBS3b, 4 CUJIbHAS CBSI3b O3HAYA-
eT BEJIMKYIO KepTBY. Benvkas sxeprBa aet OoJbliie BOyamI-aKa.
Tol yObelb ee, 1 OHA YMpET OT TBOEU pyKU, CHOBA U CHOBA, Ja-
Ke ecn TeOe TpUIeTCs Kak/Iblid pa3 BCIOMUHATH €€ U yMUPaTh
31€Ch.

— Het!- BBIKpUKHYJ OH.

— Xopouio xe,— cy3uia riaza Mkromu.

Ona motsiHyna 3a peOpa, U BakxtepoH 3axyeOHyics coO-
CTBEHHBIM KPHKOM, aroHU3upysi. OH CJIBIIIAT XPYCT ¥ YyBCTBO-



BaJI, KaK BCE €ro TeJO 0O0XKUTraeT OTOHb TaKOW CHJIbI, KAKOTO OH
HE UCIIBITHIBAJI HUKOTIA. JIoOpaBIIuch 10 cepria, MPUKPHITOrO
KOCTSTHOM OpoHe#t, Ikromu cxkaa B Kysake cepiiie BakxtepoHa,
BIIMBUIMCh B HETO HOI'TSIMU U ITPOH3UB UMU HACKBO3b.

KpoBb noniia ropsiiom, oH 3axJIeOHYJICS elo.

— Tst He BcriomHuIb ee. Thl HE BCIIOMHMIIB, IOTOMY YTO ST
Tak ckazaia. [loToMy 4To HUUTO HE CUJIbHEE MOETO CJIOBA 3/1ECh,
B OBxape, ¥ NOTOMY 4TO Thl MOM CJIyTa.

— Her,— ero xBaruio TOJIbKO Ha 3TO CJIOBO, MPEXIE YEM OHA
cKajia cepile Kperye.

OHa BujieNa €ro HeNMPUMHUPUMBIM, 37I0M OTOHb B IJIa3ax, W,
KOIZla My/Ibcalvsl B €€ KyJlake MpeKpaTWiach, CKJIOHMJIACh Hall
BakxTepoHOM, HAJIOXKWJIAa MACKY U TTOIIEIOBAJIA YePHBIE T'YOBI €0
JIO)KHOTO JIMIa. A 3aTeM, OCTaBUB TeJIO TaM, rjie ObLJIO, OHA BBI-
Tepsia PyKd 0 COOCTBEHHBIN KOCTIOM U OTOIILIA B CTOPOHY.

B TeHsix ee yxe xaanu, 3a Hell HAOMOOAN, U TOT, KTO JeJall
9TO, ObLT rOPa3/I0 CMEPTOHOCHEE BCEX OXOTHUKOB.

— Tol e BUAeN, 4TO MPOUCXOAUT U KaK OIMACHO, KOTJa OHU
BCIIOMUHAIOT,— TTOKayaja OHa TOJIOBOM.

Heuenosek B uenoBeubeM 00IMYbE, CAMa ThMa, KOTOpasi Obl-
JIa TUIOTHOM U TJIOTCKOM, M MOTYYeil, U MIEpEeMEHYMBOM, KaK Cy-
Mpak ¥ TeHH, JIUIIIb KUBHYJI. [ 71a3a ero cBeTUIMCh IByMSI aJIbIMU
TOYKamu B TeMHoTe. OH oueHb HpaBujics IKToMu, MOTOMY UTO €
OOJIBITION OXOTOU CITYXWUJI efl. Y KakJI0i TIOPbMBI €CTh CBOH 3a-
TIOp M CTPaXk, U 9TO OBbLI OH.

— Ecmum xT0-TO mpoiiieT ckBo3b OOJIOTA. . .— TIOKaYajia OHa TOo-



JIOBOM, HO OH IepeOuI:

— He nponger.

[onoc y Hero ObUT HU3KUM U TJTyOOKUM, OYTO KOJIOAE3HBIN
3eB. kTomu yneiOHyIack. [lo cnimue ee mpobexkaiu Mypaliku.
Eii npusiTHO OBUIO CIIyIIaTh €ro rojioc. DTO HAMOMHUIIO €d TO
BpeMsi, Korjia Xefoka’ MOT TOBOPUTh U He ObLUT HEeM.

— OcTtaHaBIMBaTh BCEX, KOrO ObI TO HU OBLI0, YTOOBI HUKTO HE
BOIIIE]T M HUKTO HE BBIIIEN,— MOl paboTa,— cKa3as oH.— Pa3Be He
Tak, Ooruaa?

7 Xeitoka — y CHy-/IakoTa O0KECTBO IPO3 M 'POMa, OKPOBUTEIb OXOTHI, «CBSIIIEH-
HBII 1IyT», a TAKXKe IPeJCTaBUTENb CIIyXKUTENIEN Ky/bTa, XeHOKOB. bor kommapHbIx
CHOB B aBTOPCKOM cepurl «OXOTHUKU U KEPTBbI».



I'naBa nepBas
CroJusipHass MmacTrepckasi
Buka Kpeiina

CkapOopo BCTPETMIT HAC JOKAEM, U MBI BbEXaJIH TIO]] IOKPO-
BBl TSUKEJIBIX, MPAYHbIX Ty4, HaBUCIIUX Haf ropoaoM. Io cpas-
HEHUIO C IPOCTOPaMM TEXACCKUX IPEPUM HAILM 3€JIEHBIE JIECa,
HAIMTaHHBIE TYCTOW U3YMPYIHOM BJIArOM, MOKA3aIiCh CBOOOIHO
JbILIAIIUMU JIETKUMU IPUPOAbL. 3[ECh U CaMOI XOTeIOCh BIOX-
HYTb MOMTy0’e rOpbKOBATHIA 3amax JOXKAsS U 030HA, U s C YIIO-
BOJIbCTBUEM CMOTpeJIa Ha Karljiu, APOOHO OTCKAKHMBAIOLINE OT ac-
(anpra.



Bckope Hain nvkan CBEpHYII € TPAacchl HA BbE3/, B FOPOJI, U Mbl
¢ Bukom, 10 TOro MOMEHTa €XaBIIME B HAIIPSKEHHOM MOJTYAHUH,
TIOTJISAZIENIN IPYT Ha JPYTra U YCTAJIO YJIBLIOHYJIHUCH.

— Tol TOXE CKy4asia 10 HeMY 7— CITIPOCHJI OH Y TTPULLLY PUIICS.

4 3amenikanach, cpasy MOHSIB, YTO OH UMEET B BUY TOPO/L.
TpynHo cka3aTh, cuntaio i 1 CkapoOpO CBOMM TOIHOIICHHBIM
JoMoM. Ho kakasi-To yacTh Iyl BCe e MPUKUIENa K 3TOMY
MaJIeHbKOMY TOpPOJZIKY CO CBOMMU HpaBamMu U noBajgkamu. [1ycts
OH MpaueH U YyJaKoBaT, IMyCTh Ha 3arajie MpOCTUPaIach OOJb-
1asi CTPOMKa, KOTopasi MPUAaBaJia €My HEPSIIUIMBYIO HE3aBEp-
IIEHHOCTb. . .

[TycTs U3 Bcex OoCcTONMpUMEUaTebHOCTEN TYT U ObUIM pa3Be
9TO TOPOJCKAs paTyiia v OOJbIlasi KaTOMUYecKas 1epKOBb, /1a
elle MEeCTHBIN KpaeBeTueCcKuid My3el, oxkayi. .. Ho Ckapoopo
TeM He MeHee ObLI IT0-CBOeMY OYapOBaTeicH.

Jlionu 31ech cTpaHHbIE, HETIPUBETIMBbIE, UY)KAKOB U TEX, KTO
Ha MECTHBIX HE MOXO0X, HE TEPIIST, HO BIIEPBbIE B KU3HU UMEH-
HO 3/JIECh Y MEHS MOSIBUWINCh HACTOSIIIME 1py3bs. Hukorga u Hu
C KeM MHe He ObUIO TaK XOPOIIO OOTaTh, BECEIUTHCSA U TIPOCTO
HaXOAUTHCSA pAIOM, Kak ¢ [Ixonnu u ladpHon. Hukorna npexne
s1 He BUJIEJa CBOIO CECTPY TAKOW CIIOKOMHOM U KUBOW. .. MO-Ha-
CTOSIIIIEMY JKHBOM, & He TEHBIO MaTepH, Oy K/IAIOIIEH B MMOUCKaX
Teria v JJacku. I UMEHHO TYT 5 y3HaJIa, 4TO X3JIeH, OKa3blBAeT-
csl, COBCeM He U3 poOKOro JiecsiTka!

3nech ke s BCTpeTwiach ¢ AJnenaujon. 3a0bITh ee HeBO3-
MOXHO: kaJib, HAM ObUIO JJAHO CJIUIIIKOM MaJI0O BPEMEHH, YTOOBI



y3HaTh Apyr napyra jyudiie. CBoux poaHbix OalyIiek s He 3Haja
TaK XOpOIIO, KaK ee, M B MIyOWHe Myl MOHUMAJIa, 4To ObLIa
MpUBSI3aHA K HUM HE TaK CHJIBHO.

N, koneuHo, 31ech g BcTpeTwiia Buka.

4l okuHyna ero 3ayMUMBBIM B3MJIs110M. Bpone Obl Bee TOT ke
CKPOMHBII ¥ MOJYQJIMBBIA MYXUUHA, KOTOPOTO s BIIEPBbHIE TO-
BCTpeyasia B CaMOW Y)KACHOU CUTYallMH U3 BCEX BO3BMOKHbBIX: U3-
OUTBHIM U YHMKEHHBIM B MYKCKOW IIIKOJIbHOW pa3fieBalike, Korjaa
OH He B cuJIax ObUI OTBETUTh CBOMM OOMJYMKAM... HO MHOTOE
B HEM HEYJIOBUMO NEPEMEHUJIOCh. BO3MOKHO, MOTOMY, 4TO OH
HAKOHEII ITPOCTO CTaJl COOOH, HACTOSIIIIUM ?

MBbI CIOKOIMHO KaTWIIM 1O MmycToit gopore. ['opos elie Toabko
MIPOCHITIANICS: OBUIO BOCKPECEHbE, Ha MYCThIX YJMIIAX MOYTH HE
OBLIO TPOXOXKKX, & AOK/Ib TAK M BOBCE HE pacroaraj K MporyJi-
Ke.

— Hymaeliib, TBOSI MaTh HOPMAJILHO OTpearupyeT Ha Hally HO-
BOCTb?— BIIpYT cipocuii Buk.

Terutsie TeHu 3aerm B yronkax ero ryo. Ceituac oH ObUT Ta-
KM OOJIE3HEHHO POJIHBIM, UTO MHE XOTEJIOCh KPETIKO OOHSATH €ro
Y HE OTITYCKaTh.

— Koneuno Her, 310 ke Mos1 Mmama.— $1 ynbiOHynace.— B o-
OoMm cityuae Teriepb Th kuBellb He B Tpeiiepe. Ot CeneHsl Tebe
Jocraics AoM. MoxeT, 3T0 ee YCIIOKOUT?

— Mosxet ObITh,— ycMexHyJIcsl BUK 1 MoBepHY.1 HarrpaBo Mop
3eJieHbIl curHaj ceetogopa.— Keratu, HexopoIio Bo3BpaiaThCs
C MOYTHU MYCTHIMU PYKAMHU.



— MbI Kynuiy CyBEHUPBI.

— 3Haelb, Ky1a OHa MHE 3aCyHET 3TH JIOBLIBI CHOB?— MpO-
6opmotait Buk, u s nipeicHys1a co cmexy.— [aBaii 3aenem B «Ca-
BeH-JJJIEBEH» U KYIUM €l 4TO-HUOYIb BKYCHOE?

— IMoxanyii, cromio Obl. B MpoTUBHOM ciTydae He TOJIbKO Ma-
TyIIKa, HO ¥ X3JIeH BPSJI JIM JaCT CBOE COIJlacye Ha Harll Opak.

— A, Tak Ham U ee HaJo noAKynuTh. Hy Hu4ero, 31ech y MeHst
€CTb TY3 B pyKaBe.

— Ts1 Bce mponyma 3apanee?

Buk yieiOHyIICA, HO KaK-TO 3arafilovyHo, ¥ TIOJI TJIa3aMH y HeTO
3JIETJI TYCThIe T€HHU, KOIJla Mbl BbE€XJIM MO CEHb JIEPEBBEB,
CMBIKAIOLIMXCS HaJl TOJIOBAMU, TOYHO KpBbIIIIA.

— 51 Bcerna Bce MpoAyMBbIBAIO Ha MSATH 111ATOB BIIEpe[,— CKa3as
OH, U s TIOHSIJIa, YTO OH HE IIYTHUT, XOTSI YTOJKH ero ryd Obun
TIPUTIOTHSITHI.

OT ero ci10B MOBESJIO CTPAHHOM MPOXJIAAOH, TaK UYTO 1 MpH-
THXJIa, OTBEPHYBLIMCH K OKHY.

C Buxowm Bcerga tak. OH cMeeTcsI M BECEIUTCH, CBHIILIET
OCTPOTaMH, M KaXKeTCs, UTO Mepe] TOOOU — JOOPAK U3 TIOOPSIKOB,
HO IMPOXOJUT CEKYH[A, U OH TOBOPUT UYTO-TO TAKOE, OTYETO IO
KOKe MypallKku Oeryr.

Yro OH MMeN B BUY MOJI «BCE MPOAYMBIBAIO 3apaHee» ? 3Hal
s oH 00 OBxape, IkToMH, MUpe UHJICHCKUX OOTOB M BEHIUT0%?

8 Benauro — B MuoIOruM aNroHKUH AyX-JIO0eN, MPEIBECTHUK TOJOTHONW 31UMBI
U CUMBOJI HEHAaChITHOTO rosofa. CuuTanock, 4To MpeBpaTUThCs B BEHIUTO MOXKHO B
pe3ynbTare TPOKJIATHS 3HAXapsl, YKyca BEHAUIO WM KaHHUOAIM3Ma. DTU CyIecTBa
00/1a1a10T TOHKUM CJIyXOM, HOYHBIM 3pEHUEM, HEUeJIOBEUECKOM CUIION U KUBYYECTHIO.



[Monarao, OH MOT O YeM-TO JIOTa[IbIBaThCs, HO He OBITh B Kypce
Bcero. Ckopee Bcero, Tak oHO 1 Obi10. YToOBI BUK — MO#t ocTo-
POXHBIN U MPETyCMOTPUTENILHBIN BUK, KOTOPBIN Beerga HaueKy
Y Ha BCE CMOTPUT C KpalHeu NOI03PUTENIbHOCTbIO,— TaK CIIOKOM-
HO IIPUHST 3Ty HOBOCTB?

Ho 3auem emy ycTpauBaTh MpeaCTaBICHUE O CBOEM MOJIHOM
HeBeneHun? YtoOwl g He maia 3agHui xon? Ham ogHO3HAYHO
HYXeH ObLT pasroBop, U s COOMpanach BbIKIATh YIOOHBIN s
9TOr0 MOMEHT.

[Tukamn ocTraHOBUJICS y CyNIepMapKeTa, MPOIITYpIlaB KolecaMmu
10 TpaBui0. BUK HAKMHYJI MHE Ha TOJIOBY CBOIO 3aMIIIEBYIO KYPT-
Ky U BBIIIEJI U3 MalIMHBL. §l OTCTerHysna peMeHb Oe30MacHOCTH,
BBICKOJIb3HYB MO 10K /1b.

— Tet gymaenib, s 37mast BenbMa U3 «BommeOHUKa cTpaHbI
O3»?— cepbe3Ho crpocuia £, MyTasich B 0axpoMme, yrnasliei MHe
Ha J100.— U pacraio, eciii HAMOKHY ?

— XM.— Buk 3aBesn1 MeHs 1of] OOJBIIION MPO3pavyHblii HaBEC
Y 33/IyMUYMBO MIPUIEPKAIT 32 TIOAOOPOJIOK, IOKPYTUB B CTOPOHBI
Moe JuIIo. 5l cocTpomia eMy exuaHylo poxuily.— Kto Te0s 3Ha-
eT, unkana’? B ceMelHOM KU3HU 1 TTPOBEPUM.

— Jlypadok.

— HaBceraa TBoM gypadok.

4l B3si7a ero 3a pyKy U MOTsIHY/A 32 cOO0UM B marasuH. Tam
ObLIO TEIUIO U CBETJIO, MO/ MOTOJIKOM IrOpesy JTIOMUHECIIEHTHbIS

Onn MMPUMAHUBAIOT JKEPTBY CBUCTOM U CIIOCOOHBI HUMHUTHPOBATDL I'0JIOCA.

? Ypkana (mayarm) — MaJieHbKasl.



SIPKUE JIaMIIbl U Urpajia NpUsTHAsE My3blKa, HO B MbUIHOM Te-
XacCKoM Oape HaM ObLIO YIOTHEe W JIydllle, TIOTOMY 4TO 37eCh,
B CkapOopo, B HalieM paiioHe, JIIOAW XOPOIIO 3HAJIM MEHS — U
3Hasm Buka KpeitHa.

Mpbl niponutMch BIOJb CTe/Uiaken. Peakue mokynarenau u co-
TPYIHUKY Mara3iHa HeT-HeT, HO Opocajii Ha Hac KOChIE B3IJIs-
JIbl, 2 KTO-TO HE BBIACPKMBAJ U NiepelienTtreiBajics. Hert, aTo yxe
yepecuyp!

— Yero oHM Ha HaC MAIATCA?— MpOBOpUYasa s, BEpHYB Buky
KYPTKY U COCPEIOTOUYEHHO PA3IJIsI/IbIBAsI MOJIKY C BHIEYKOM.

4 u30 Bcex cuil crapasiach HE BCKUIIETh OT 3JIOCTH.

— ITyctb nsnaTes, pa3 X )KU3HU TaK CKYYHBI, YTO TPUXOIUTCS
CJIE/IUTH 32 OTHOIIEHUSIMUA KAKOTO-TO TaM MHJIEHCKOro MapHs.—
Buk npumupsione ToiakHys1 MeHs miedoM.— Yro Tel, Jlecan. He
CEPIUCH.

TouHo Bce ObUIO B MOJTHOM HOPSIIKE, OH HEBO3MYTHMO TpU-
OTKPbLUI BEPIYy XOJOAWILHUKA, HAXMYPUJICS, U3ydasi aCCOPTU-
MEHT TOPTOB Ha MoJKax. 1 mpuctpomiack psijioMm, OOHSIB ero 3a
TAJINIO, U OypKHYJIa:

— Ho Tbl MOW MH/IEWCKUI TAPEHD.

— Ha?— ycmexnyncst Buk.— Torma 6eperuch, CKOpo y3Haelllb
000 MHe e1rie OOMbIIIe TUIOXOTO OT CIIETHUKOB.

— OHu mIpocTo 3aBUAYIOT. S1 yBea Takoro keHuxa!— IoKHyIa
s I3bIKOM M IIPUTBOPHO TOMNEH 1A MAJIbLIEM B IyCTOTY.— AW- M-
au, Jlecnm Knaiig, kakas ke Tl HEXOpoIlasi, Haryiasi JeBYOHKa !
A moxet, Buktop KpeliH Heronsm v noeeca, Tak OHM TyMaioT?



— OHM He MOHMMAIOT, KaK s MOTY TeOe HPaBUThCS,— MSTKO
CKaszasl OH.— TOJIbKO U BCETO.

— Twl uraCel M YOOPIIUK, 3TO )€ JKeKnoT! Takux Kak Thl ¢
PyKaMu OTpbIBAIOT.

OH eziBa ciepXkKaj MUPOKYIO, BECEIYIO YIIBIOKY.

Mpb1 HakoHell BHIOpav TOPT — (PUCTAIIKOBBIN, YKpPAIICHHBIH
COJICHOW KapaMelnblo U JIOPOKKAMU U3 KJIEHOBOTO CHpOIa — U
MIOHECJIM €r0 Ha Kaccy, Korja BuK 3ayMuMBO OCTaHOBWIICH Y
CTOWKM C KaHIIeJIsIpUen:

— 41 xe ne npuse3 Xanen Huuero ¢ Ilomnaya, kpome JioBLA.
A uro s mor, m? Eme Gomnbiiie gypankux cyBeHupos? Tak oHa
CJIOXKHUT UX B KOPOOKY M HACKOPO 1o3a0yrieT.

— 3TO THI 3ps1,— HEOJOOPUTENILHO TIOKAaYasa 51 FOJIOBOM.— X3-
JIeH JI0 yKaca JIIOOUT BCsKKE Oe3IeTyIKy.

— A nonyman, Hago KynuTh e anboom,— ckazan Buk.— OHa xe
ieteT u3 oucepa. byner 3aprcoBbIBaTh B HEM 3CKU3bl CBOUX. . .
YKpalleH!il.

— Xopomasg uaesd. A ecay Tel TPUKYNUIIb €1 MapKephl 1JIs
CKETUYMHI'a, OHA B TeOsI BIIOOUTCS U 'y MEHS yBeJieT!

Buk THXO paccMmesuicsi, HO CHSUI C MOJIKK CaMblil OOJBIION U
JIOPOroil HaboOp MapKepOB M COJIMIHOTO BHa CKeTuyOyK. Ha 00-
JIOJKKE €ro KpacoBajiach Oerymas JIoa .

— ToJbKO HE MPOrOBOPUCH, UTO OH OTCIONA,— MOAMUIHYJI BUK.
4l nogMUrHyna B OTBET.

— INonembHUKY ¥ COOOIITHUKY 7— UTPUBO TOJCTaBUIA 5 KyJIa-
YOK, ¥ OH CTYKHYJI [10 HEMY CBOMM.



— Bouun u Knann,.

— OHHM TJI0XO KOHYMIH !

— A Mbl KOHYUM OYEHb XOPOIIIO,— 3aMETHUJT OH.

— CriepBa s OTY4yCh B KOJIJIEJTKE.

— CriepBa ThI BBIICIIL 3aMYK, @ TIOTOM KOJUIE/IK,— BO3pa3nI
Buk.— Ha niepemonnu, Kcratu, s IOJKeH Oyiny, Kak TBOH MYX,
MO TPAIUIUH IJIEMEHU AaTh Te0e UHIEHCKOE MSI.

— M kakoe uMs Thl Obl Jaj1 MHE?

— O, s 1010 06 3TOM TyMaJl.

[lon HEAOBOJILHBIMU B30paMH Mbl PACIIATWIMCh Ha Kacce H,
no0exaB JI0 JKuMa Mof JOXKIEeM, CeJid B Hero. Buk akkyparHo
TIOJIO>KMJI TAKET C TOKYIKAMU Ha 3a/IHE€ CUJIEHbE, 3aTEM ITPOBEP-
HYJI KJTIOY B 32KMTaHUU M BKJIIOYMJI B CAJIOHE TIE€UKy. S ¢ cOMHe-
HUEM TIOIJIsi/ie)la Ha TPUOOPHYIO MaHe b: CTAPEHbKUIA TIHKAIT JI0-
Bepusl MHe He BHymal. Jlumib Obl meuka paboTasia UCIIPaBHO U
HE 3aropeJsiach, a TO MaJIo JH. . .

— Tak Thl HE OTBETWJI, KAKOE UMl MHE NIPUAYMaJL,— 3aMETUIIa
1, KOTZ1a MBI YK€ TPOHYJIUCH B ITYTb.

— D710 MpocTo,— U OpoBbIO He MoBeN Buk.— Ynkana XaHBw.

— Y10 X, KpaCMBO,— MHE JaXe JyIIOW KPUBUTb HE MTPUIILIIOCH,
3By4aJIO IEMCTBUTENBHO HEIIOX0.— A 4TO 3TO 3HauuT? Ynkana
s 3HaI0, a BTopoe?

— XanBu — JlyHa,— 0XOTHO nogenwics Buk, U 1 BOCXUTHJIACH.

Kak nmoatnyno... Manenskas Jlyna. HaBepHsika 310 3HauuT
JIUTSI MTHJEHIIEB UTO-TO OYEHb BaxkHoe. PomaHTHUecKoe.

A BOT M NOKa3aJlaCh Kpblllla MOETO JA0Ma MEKAY JIEPEBbEB.



Mbi niouTH 0OPATUCh JI0 HEro, KOra 51 BCe e pellnia yTou-
HUTB, TIOKA MBI HE 3aMSITH TEMY:

— [Noyemy ke UMEHHO Tak, M?

BUK CITOKOIHO CBEpHYJT Ha MOIBE3AHYIO JOPOXKKY U 3Ty I
MOTOp. BHMMAaTeIbHO ¥ Cepbe3HO MOCMOTpPESI Ha MeHSI, HO B IJTy-
OVHE CephIX IJ1a3 3arOpeIiCh SIPKUE NCKOPKHU:

— Xouelb 3HaTh, ToueMy JlyHa? Bce npocro, ynkana.

OH TOPKECTBEHHO TOMEJIHII, OXHUJasi, KOraa s 3aKyIly OT
MHTepeca U HeTepIieHus ryoy, U BAPYT pe3Ko OpOCUICcs Bepe,
HaJIer Ha MO€ KPEecJio ¥ OTYasSTHHO Hadasl MeHs IeKoTarh. [loka
1 3aJTMBAJIACH XOXOTOM, OH TIPOPBIYAT:

— Jla moToMy 4TO THI B Opake BCIO KU3Hb OyJelb MaJICHbKOH
U KpYyIJIeHbKOW, coBceM Kak JlyHa, u OyneT y Hac ceMbsi OO0Jb-
masi-6ompinas.— OH Haval yMeuH IEeKOTaTh MeHs 1of pedpa-
MU, ¥ 51 3JIMBUCTO PacCMeEsLIaCh U B3BU3THYJIA, TIHITAsSICh OTOUTh-
sl OT ero pyK M MOIKaTh KOJIeH! K Tpyau.— U Oyaer y Hac MHO-
TO-MHOTO JIETOK, TAKMX IPEXOPOIIEHbKHX, Y TOTJIA. . .

B 0OKoOIIIKO ¢ MO€#1 CTOPOHBI TPOMKO TOCTYYaJIH, ¥ MBI 002 TIO/I-
CKOYMJTM KaK YKaJICHHbIE — TaK, YT0 BUK 310pPOBO MPHUIIOKHUII-
cs1 O TIOTOJIOK TOJIOBOH. $1 MOfHsIA B3MJISA/A M TIOXOJIOZENIa: 9TO
Oblla MaMa, He CKa3aTh YTO OUeHb cyacTimBas. OHa cTosia 1oj
30HTOM U, CyXO TIO/I’KaB T'YOBI, IJIsiieIa Ha TO, KaK MbI Ty paurM-
cs. B TOT jxe MUr HacTpoeHue y MeHs Pe3KO MCHOPTHIIOCH, OT
BOJIHEHUsI TIEPECOXJIO B ropiie. BoT 1 HacTan TOT MOMEHT, Korja
NPUJIETCS1 OOBSACHSATD, TJIe 51 OTCYTCTBOBAJIA CTOJIBKO BPEMEHH, U
KOHEYHO, He 0boiinercst Oe3 pacckasza o Texace. S Obl He XOTe-



Jla YIOMUHATh 00 3TOM, HO, BEpOSATHO, OHA 1 Oe3 TOro joraja-
JIach, YTO 51 BOBCE HE C TPYIIION U3 KOJUIEIXA MPOBOAMIIA STH
nau. CXKaB I1eYH, s CheKUIach Ha CUJIEHbE, CIIOBHO B3IVISIHYB Ha
NIPOUCXOIAIIIEE TIa3aMu CBOer Matepu. S mprexana yept 3HaeT
OTKYyJIa, ofieTast B CTapylo, MOTPENAHHYI0 KYPTKY MYKYHHbI, KO-
TOPBIA MaMe HUKOTJAa He HpaBWICSA. MyKYMHBI, KOTOPOTO OHA
rpy00 BHITPOBOIMIIA U3 CBOETO JIOMa 3TOM 3UMOil. U BOT Tenepb
OH TpPUBE3 MEHS Ha CBOEM pPa3BAIMBAIONIEMCS MTUKAIe U CMeeT
Tak (PpUBOJILHO ceOst BeCTH. 5l MouTH BUeNa Ha ee JIMIE BO3MY-
meHHoe «Yto oH cebe no3Bosnsier?!». Koneuno, oukoB OoHyca
MHe SBHO He noOaBmi akT ooMaHa. S monpocry cOexana ot
Hee 13 KoJutepka ¢ Buktopom Kpeitnom, unpeiinem u3 Ckap6o-
po! Kommap. Mel Tpy1sl.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
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