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Baba - fra - BorutomeHus 371a, AUTs PEUCTIONHEN:

B camou riayOuHe YepHoro Oopa, TIie JepeBbs CIUICIUCh B
YPOIIMBBIE y3JIbI, & MOX MPOPOC CKBO3b KOCTH JABHO 3a0BITHIX
ITYTHUKOB, CTOUT 1/136y1u1<a. OHa HE€ Ha KYpbUX HOXKaX - OHa Ha
YeJIOBEYECKUX KOCTSIX: TOHKHE OEpIIOBbIE KOCTH CIIyXaT OMOPaMH,
pedpa 00pa3ylT CTeHBI, @ BMECTO KPBIIIU - CIJIETEHHUE TTO3BOHKOB,
TMOKPLITOE CJIIM3bI0 U ANOBUTBIMU FpI/I6aMI/I.
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I'maBa 1

Baba-ra: [IpeBHee 3710.

Yacrs 1. IIponazkn.

I'nasa 1. IlepBbIil nponaBmmii.

1755 rox. Ectp nepeBHs1, KOTOpas pacroyiokeHa BJIOJIb PEKU
¥ OKpYKeHa JiecoM U3 Oepes.

Jleteit B iepeBHE OBLIO MHOTO — OT HOBOPOXAEHHBIX JIO T0-
YTU B3POCJIBIX.

Kak-10 pa3 )xapkum JIETHUM JHEM JEBOYKA [0 UMEHU AJIEHA
ToIuIa B Jiec 3a rpudamu U siropamu. OHa He B IEPBbI pa3 Xo-
JIWJIa B JIeC U XOPOIIIO 3HaJIa TPOIMHKU: Y He€ ObUIM CBOM MECTa,
I7ie MOXKHO OBLIO HAOPAaTh LIENYI0 KOP3UHY I'PUOOB M SITOJI.

— Bawub, s noiiny cxoxy B Jiec 3a rpudamu u sirogamu! Xo-
porio? — crnpocuiia AnéHa y cBoero crapiiero opara VpaHa.

WBan pyow qpoBa 3a cBoum JoMoM. OH ObUT €TUHCTBEHHBIM
MYKYMHOU B CEMbe — OTIIa He OblJI0. MaTh He paccKasbiBaja,
YTO C HUM IIPOM30ILI0. BaHsl HUYero He OTBETUJI.

— Xopoio? — cnpocuJia eiie pa3 AJIEHa, YK€ OUTH Ha yXO
NBany.

CTyKk — KOJIyH ygapuJjl MO TOJIEHY, U OHO PACKOJIOJNIOCh Ha-



nBoe. Beitupasi ot co y16a, ViBaH noBepHyJIcs K cecTpe.

— A martyiike KTo moMorarh OyaeT, M-mM? — crpocui ViBan
y AJIEHBI.

— Mawma ckazana, 4To ¥ cama CIpaBUTCs CO BCeMH padoTa-
mu. OHa Beniesia MHe MpeaynpeanTh Te0s1, UTo s YXOKY B Jiec, —
oTBeTWIA AJIEHA.

Bans crosui, cMoTrpen Ha He€ u ciayman. OH TOJbKO XOTell
YTO-TO CKa3aThb, Kak AJIEHA pa3BepHY/Iach U nmodexarna.

Bans ynbIOHYIICSI, TOBEPHYJICS, B3SUT €IIE O/IVH MEHb U Pa3py-
OWJI ero MorojamM. OH ObUT CIIOKOEH, BeZlb B 9TOM Jiecy MOOIN30-
CTH He OBUIO IMKMX 3Bepel, 1 HUYEro CTPAIIHOTO CITyYUThCS He
MOTIJIO

An€Ha BOPUTIPBIKKY C TUIETEHOW KOP3MHOM Modekasa B Jiec.
Unér mexy Oepe3HsKOM MojIua, CIyliaer, Kak meo0edyT MTH-
IbI, ¥ JymMaeT o cBoéM. OHa He 3aMeTuIia, Kak ObICTPO M JaJIeKO
BIJIyOb YIIIJIA B JIEC U KaK CTAJI0 TUXO BOKPYT.

OHa OCTaHOBWJIACh W TOHSJIA, YTO 3alllIa CIIUIIKOM JaJIeKo.
AnéHa oOGepHyach BOKPYr ceOsi M OCO3HAJIa, YTO HAaXOIUTCS B
COBEPIIIEHHO HE3HAaKOMOM el Mecte. Ho, TocKobKy OHa He pa3
XO/IWJIa B JIeC, OHa 3HaJla, KaK MPaBUJIbHO BO3BpAIAThCs HA3a/l.
OHa pa3BepHyJach U Iomuia 00paTHO, MPOXOs MeX Iy Oepe3a-
MH.

OnHako 6epé3bl yxe ObUIM HE Te: OHU POC/IM HE POBHO BBEpX,
a ObUTH KpuBbIMU. Kakasi-To paccTuianachk BJIOJb 36MJTH, TIOTOM
yCTpeMJIsIach BBEpPX; JIpyrasi Kak OyATo e€ pa30opBay MOIoJIaM



MPSIMO U3 3EMJIU.

CoJHIIE CKPBUTOCH 32 CepPhIMU OOJTaKaMu. AJIEHA TTOHSIIA, UTO
3a0myauiack B jecy. [lanuka u yxac oxeatuiu e€. [Ipoxs mpo-
6exana o e€ monogomy teny. Cepoctb okyTasa Jsiec. E€ apixa-
HUE y4acTWJIOCh — OHA He 3Hajia, uTo jenarth. Kpuuath eil He
XOTEJIOCh: OHA JiyMajia, 4To, ecjii OydeT Kpuuarh, e€ YCIIBIIIUT
KTO-TO CTPAIIHbIA — BOJIK WJIM MefiBeb. EE mmpokue romyobie
/1232 HarmoMHWIKUCh cie3ami. Lenas kop3uHa ¢ rpubamu ynana
y e€ Hor, 1 AJI€Ha B MaHUKe modexasna Brepeén — yxke ImpocTo
OT OTUYasiHUS W B HAJEK/Ie HA TO, YTO BHIOEKHUT B CBOIO JIEPEB-
H10. Kop3uHa, koTtopas ynasa, ObUla MOJIHA THUIBIX W YEPBUBBIX
rpuoOB.

B 310 Bpems B AepeBHe camasi ctapasi KUTEJIbHUIIA CUjesa
Ha yJMIIE Ha JJaBOuyke BO3je Joma. OHa MovyBCTBOBajA YTO-TO:
CTpax M TPEBOra pe3KO OXBATUJIH €€.

Babyika noBepHyach K Jjiecy. Jlec Haxoauscs B ATH JOMax
or Heé. OHa cMoTpesia Tyla — U, Ka3ajJoch, KpOME HEE, Ha YIIU-
1ie HUKOro He ObuT0. CYITbHBIN XOJIOMHBIN BeTep JOMIEN 0 Hee,
MIPOH3MB XOJIOIOM JI0 Mypaiiiek. Betep npunéc ¢ coboi cTpax,
yxac jeca. YTo-To cTpaniHoe NossBUJIOCh TaM — I0JCKa3blBa-
70 e€ uythe. OHa CHMJIBHO Teperyraaach, ObICTPO B3sJIa CBOIO
TPOCTh M BCTaJIa CO CKaMeWKHU. [lepeKpecTUBIINCH U 15115 B CTO-
POHY Jieca, MpOoIIenTaga MOJUTBY, IUIIOHYJIA U IOCTIENTHO MOIIUIA
B JIOM.

WBaH, KOTOPBIN KW Yepe3 A0pory, yBUIEN BCE, UTO cAesaia
6a0ymka. OH cTosiT 32 3200pOM, JIepKAach 32 HETO OOEUMH Y-



kamu. VIBaH MoBepHYI rojloBy B CTOPOHY Jieca — MMEHHO Ty/a
ylia ero muaamas cecrpa AnéHa. OH 3aMeTr1, 4TO €€ CIIMII-
KOM JIOJITO HET.

Anéna Bcé Oexana. C e€ rooBbl cjieTes KpacHbIi MIaTOK, 00-
Ha)XUB JIJIMHHYIO KOCY, KOTOpasi Hauaja MyTaTbCsl B CYXUX BET-
kax Oepés. E€ ceparie OMI0Ch Tak CHITBHO, UTO CTYK OTIABAJICS B
ymax. OHa He cipllaia, Kak XpyCcTead BETKH 0]l €€ HOraMM.

OHa pe3Ko OCTaHOBUJIACh, ITyOO0Ko abiiia. Emié paz ocmotpe-
Jla MecTHOCTh. Tenepb niepe/1 Held CTOSITN MEPTBBIE JIepeBbs Oe-
pE3. AN€Ha pemmiach KpUKHYTh:

— Ay-y-y-y! — IpOMKO BBIKpDHMKHYJIA OHA U BCJIyIIajach,
0XMJas1, YTO KTO-HUOYb OTKJIMKHETCS B OTBET.

Ho axo B siecy He oTo3Basock. Tonbko oHa coOpanach KpHK-
HYTb €IIIE pa3, Kak €€ HaMEPEeHKEe pepBaJl XpycT BETOK. OHa no-
BEpHYJIaCh BCEM TeJIOM Ha 3ByK. CHaJasia mo4yBCTBOBaja 00Jer-
YEHUE U HAJIEK LY : MOXKET, KTO-TO U3 JEPEBHU YCIIbIIIAT €€ U UAET
Ha IOMOIIb ?

<XpycT> Npo3ByvaJl C Jpyrod cTopoHsl. OHa BHOBb NOBEp-
HYJIaCh Ha 3BYK — U TYT CTPax M HEU3BECTHOCTb ITPOH3UJIM €€
HackBo3b. Cepaiie 3a06MI0Ch Tak, OyTO TOTOBO ObLIO BHICKOUUTD
U3 Ipyau.

Emé ogux XpycT — OH ObUT MOXOX HA TO, KaK JIOMAIOT OOJb-
LIyI0 BETKY NPsAMO Y AepeBa. Uepes CeKyHy pas3facs 3BYK Ma-
JIeHUs1 11eJ10T0 OOJBINOro AepeBa. AJi€Ha AEPHYIACh, HE U3/1aB HUA
3ByKa, 4TOOHI €€ He ycibimanu. yma ynuia B narku. Eit crano
TaK CTPALIHO, YTO OHA HE MOIVIa COABUHYTBCSA C MecTa. 3a A0JIN



CEKYH/bl OHA MMOJYMaJa, YTO YMPET — YTO MEJBE/b pacTep3aer
ee.

Xpycr! Bonbias cyxas BeTka ynania rnpsamo nepen Hen. OHa
3aBU3kasa u opocunack Brepén. [Ipodexas mapy MeTpoB, AJéE-
Ha HE 3aMeTUJIa, KaK yBs3/ia B O0JNOTHOM TpsicuHe. [lonbiTanach
BBIOPATHCS, HO HOTY 3aBSI3JIM IO KOJICHO.

[IIgnkanbe 3yOOB, XPYCT KOCTEH M HEMOHSTHBIE IMIUTISIIUE
cnoBa — «K'varth! D’rahn! Thul'k!» — noHecnuch 10 €€ yIleu.
YTo-TO KpsIXTENO PsiIoM C Hell. AnéHa Obula Haryrasa Jio Try-
6unbl aymm. Eil ObIJIO cTpaniHo MOBEpHYTH TOJIOBY, YTOOBI TIO-
CMOTPETh, KTO WM YTO HaxoguTcs TaM. OHa ejBa ABUHYJIA I'0JIO-
BOI — MEHBIIIE YEM Ha CAHTUMETP, — KaK BAPYT B3MbLIA BBEPX.
OHa j1axe NMUCKHYTh HE ycriena. A Cliefibl, OCTaBJIEHHBIE €10 Ha
60510Te, ME/IJIEHHO 3aTSATUBAIHCE.

WBan npoBoani 6a0yIiKy B3MISIOM 10 e€ Kpbuiblia. OH Me-
JICHHO OTKPbLI KAJIMTKY U MOMIEN B CTOPOHY Jieca. B ayiiie y Hero
Obl1a HeOoJbIast TpeBora. OH YyBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO HEJIaJHOE U
ytemian cedsi: «Bcé xoporo, He 0 yeM OecriokonThes. ANIEHa He
pa3 XoausIa OJjHa B JIeC, M MOAIONTY e€ He ObUT0. 3Bepeii BCE paBHO
Het. Bc€ Oynet xopormo!» — nyman MBaH, oka mén K jecy.

Korpaa on 3a1mién B Jjiec 1o Tol caMoil TpONMHKE, 10 KOTOPOU
XOIWJIX BCE, B TOM 4MCJIe U AJIEHA, TO 3aMETWJI, YTO TPOIIMHKA
3apocia TpaBou. MBaH momymalt, 4to 3T0 He MOXKET ObITh: ITOH
TPONKUHKE MHOTO-MHOTO JIeT, OHa OblIa MPOTOITAHA O 3€MIIH.
Ho oH Bc€ paBHO NOWIEN Ty/a, II€ paHbLIE TPOXOAUIA TPOIMHKA.

UYepes MUHYTY, U4 yXKe IO TPaBe, a He 110 TPOIUHKeE, VBaH



YBUJET TUIETEHYIO UM KOP3UHY [I1s1 AJIEHBI: OHA Jiekasia Ha OOKY,
a 13 He€ BBICHITIAITCH CBEXKHE YHUCThIE TpUObl. OH MOAHSIT KOP3U-
HYy — MYyCTylo, 6e3 rpuOoB. VcyraHHbIM U TPEBOKHBIM B3IJIS-
noM VBaH orisiesncs B moMcKax cecTpbl. MOKeT, OHa IIe-TO CH-
JUT, OTABIXAET WM JIEXKUT B Tpase, ciiut? He yBunes e€, lBan
I'POMKO ITO3BAJI:

— A-JIE-HA! AY! Anéuna! Tel roe?!

Bnanu oH yBuIen KpacHbIM IUIATOK M MOAyMall, YTo AJi€Ha
UIpaeT ¢ HUM B NpATKU. VIBaH nocnemunsi K Hemy.

— Ax ToI! B ipaTku co mHOoM urpaenis?! § mymait, 4ro Thl. ..
— npepsajica VBan.

OH yBuzie1 NPOCTO KPacHbIM IUIATOK, KOTOPBIM BUCE, 3alle-
MUBIIKCH 32 BETKY JepeBa.

HeHp mogxoaui K Bedepy. VIBaH ¢ TpeBOrou U yxacom Bep-
HYJICA B IEPEBHIO U IMOLIEN IOMOM.

— Mawma! AnéHa He npuxoausia AOMOU? — ¢ TPEBOrou Cpo-
cui Ban.

— Her! He Bugena e€! Yrto-to ciyuninock, Banb? — Berpe-
BOXKWJIACh MATh.

VBaH, HUYero He OTBETHB, CHOBa Moodexai B jec. Ero ria-
3a HAMOJHSUIUCh Cie3aMU — OH OOsJICS 3a CEeCcTpy: BAPYI OHA
3abmynmnace? Wimm, 9To emé crparinee, e€ pactep3an Kakou-To
3Bephb? Vnu oHa momnasia B pyKu pa300WHUKOB M OHU YOUITH e€?

Marb BbiOe:kasia 32 HUM CJIEIOM:

— Croit, UBan! Pacckaxwu, 4to ciyumiocs! — oHa Opocuiia



pyOaliky Ha mojl — Ty, KOTOpPYIO CTHpaia, — M Jo0exana 110
MBaHa, oT4assHHO 3BaBUIETO AJIEHY.

Mama ObICTpO TMOHsIIA, B YEM JIEJIO, ¥ TOXE CTajla 3BaTh Jie-
BOUKY 1O MMeHHU. Jlionu coOpanuch mo3aau HUX: KTO-TO TUIAKa,
OCO3HAB, UTO CIIyYMJIOCh, KTO-TO MPOCTO CTOSUI, HE TIOHUMAs, B
4YEM JIEJIO0.

— Hapo noniti nuckatb e€! — ckaszan MBaH.

KT0-TO 13 My’>KMKOB 1033]]1 OTBETHIL:

— Ceiiuac craHet TeMHO. HeT cMbIcia UCKaTh €€ CerogHs —
9710 OyzeT onacHo 11 Te0s, MBaH.

WBaH oTcTynui ot uieu UaTH UCKaTh e€ ceruac. Mawma, niepe-
JKMBasd 3a CBOIO 104b, OOHMMaUIa MIBaHa, Kak Obl HAMEKas1, 9YTO BCE
Oyzet xopomo. Ho cama oHa moHuMalia, 4yTo MaHChl HEBEJIMKH.

WBaHn BMecTe ¢ MaMOW BEpHYJIUCH JJOMOM, 3aKIJIU CBEYU U Ce-
JIA 32 CTOJI.

— JlaBaii, Banb, pacckaspiBail, — MOMPOCHIIA MaMa.

— OHa cerofHs yTpoM OTIIPOCHIIACh Y MEHSI B JIeC 3a TpuOaMu
u arogamu. Hy, g u orniyctui e€. Yto ke MOIIO NMPOU30UTH €
Heii? OHa He pa3 xoauia B Jiec. .. S He 3Ha0, Mmam! — cam cebe
3a/1aJ1 BOMPOC U Ha HEro ke orBeTwi1 MiBaH. — I Haiién kop3uny,
OpOIIIeHHYIO Ha 3eMJie, U €€ KPACHBIN TUIATOK.

Mawma B3ssa miaTok. pokamyMy pykaMmy MOJHecTa ero K
cBOMM ry0am u 3artakaia. OHa BcTajia u3-3a CToja, 3a KOTOPhIM
OHM CHJIEJIY, TIOJOIIa K MKOHAM M IePEKPecTUIach.

— Boxe, ciacu Moo 1o4b! — mpousHecna Mama.



B ToT %€ Beuep crapeHilvHbL IepeBHU U OTEI] MUXarI coOpa-
JIMCh B LIEPKBH, B KOMHaTe oTiia Muxawmna. Ha Gombiom aepe-
BSIHHOM CTOJI€ CTOs1Ia OfjHa OOJTbIAst TOJICTAsi CBEYa — OHa OfIHA
Y OCBellajla KOMHATY.

KomHara cBsieHHrKa ObUia HEOOBIIOW: CTOJ IS €Obl U
MUCbMA, OJIHO OKHO, KpOBaTh. B yIiy CTOSIIM cTapble NKOHBI.

CasitieHHUK, oTell Muxawi, CTOsUT JIUIIOM K MKOHaM, Jiepxka
pyku 3a criuHoi. OH MPUCTAIbHO CMOTpEN Ha 00pasa, 0 YEM-TO
DIyOOKO 3a1yMaBIuch. CTapedIMHbl MOTYa CUACIH 32 CTOJIOM.

Hakonen onvH U3 HUX ITPOU3HEC:

— UYro nenath Oynem? U kak oHa moria mponacts? 3a Bcé
MO€ BpeMsl HU pa3y HU OJIMH U3 HalllMX JePEBEHCKUX HE Mpomna-
nan. CTpaHHO 3TO. ..

— Ha-a... ’Kanko neBouky, u MaTh e€, u Opara. Kakoe rope
CITy4rJIOCh, — CKa3aJl APYrou cTapeiIiHa.

WX Obu10 TpOE: ABOMM UCIIOTHUIIOCH [0 CEMBJIECST JIET, a Tpe-
ThbeMy ObLIO MOYTH AEBSIHOCTO. OH CUMTAIICS CAMBIM YBaKaeMbIM
U MyIpPbIM Y€JIOBEKOM B JIEPEBHE — K HEMY MPUXOAWIIU 3a CO-
BeToM. U ceiyac OH cuesl MpayHee BCEX, IMOTPYKEHHBIN B Ts-
KEJIBIE TyMBI.

— Yro Oyaem aenath, Tumodei? — crpocui OJvH U3 CTa-
peuIH, 0OpaIasch K caMoOMy CTapIiemy.

— 3T0... MOXET ObITh. .. OHa, — OTYETIIMBO, C PACCTAHOBKOM
orBeTw1 Tumodei.

JIBo€ Ipyrux BCTPENEHYINCh — OHU HE MOHSUIM, O KOM PEub.

— K10 «0oHa»? — cnpocuiu cpa3y o0a B OUH TOJIOC.



Tumodeit Haxmypu OpoBu. [Lmams cBeun OCBEIao ero cra-
poe JIuIi0, 00paMIIEHHOE TYCTOU celort 60pOIOH.

— 9r10...

— JlpeBHsisi BeibMa! — miepeOuI1 CTapuKa CBSIIEHHUK.

— Benpma? — nepecripocust oAvH U3 cTapeuiuH. — Beapm
HaM ell€ He XBaTaJIO B HAILIEN JIEpEBHE!

— Ha, Begpma, — npofosmkui oter; Muxaui. — Eit MHOTO
coteH JieT. KTo oHa 1 oTKyga B3sjlacb — HUKTO He 3HaeT. [lo
CTapbIM MOBEPbsIM, OHA KUBET B Jiecy. Kpan€r mopelt, ocodeH-
HO JIeTel, — 7151 4Yero, HUKTo He Benaer. [locieannii pa3 Takoe
CJIy4nJIOCh CTO JIET Ha3aJ B IPYIOM JepeBHE. A MOTOM JIEC «OTO-
JBUHYJICS» Ha TPU BEPCTbl — OYATO MOIJIOTUI JEPEBHIO.

S cnplman, Kak MpUxXoguT BeapMa. Pacckaxy Bam OfHY UCTO-
PHIO, KOTOPYIO KOTIIAa-TO JOBEJIOCH YC/IbIIIATb.

N36a kazanack 00bryHOM. [leub THX0 NOTpecKrBaa; Ha JaBKe
crnanau muaane Opaths, a MaTh CHJIeNa y CTOJA U He crajia —
IpUCTyIIUBaiack. B yriny, Tam, rae cThik OpEéBeH, TeHb OblIa Ty-
11e, 4eM 1osjioxeHo. OHa He IpOCTO He MPOITyCcKasla CBET — OHA
CJIOBHO NOKHpAJa ero.

Marb cmoTpenia Ha 3Ty T€Hb M UyBCTBOBaJa, Kak IO CIIMHE
MOJI3ET XOJIOZ.

«['ocnionu, MOMUITYH. . .» — HIeTTala OHa, CKUMasi B Majblax
HATEeJIbHBIN KPECTUK.

Tenb meBenbHyaachk. He OT nBMXkEHUs CHapyXH, a cama Io
cebe, OyaTO BHYTPH HEE UTO-TO BOPOYATIOCh. M3 TEMHOTHI BbI-
CTyIHUJIa HOra — He YesioBevecKkast. Kocts, 00TsIHyTast CyXoil KO-



eH, C IJIMHHBIMU 3arHYThIMUA KOTTSIMM.

CrynHa TAXKeN0 OMyCTWIACh Ha ITOJIOBULY — U JIEPEBO IO
Hell MOTeMHEN0, OyATO OOYTIIHIIOCH.

3ateM nosBUIACh (PUrypa: BbICOKasl, CTOPOJIEHHAs, B JIOXMO-
ThSIX, MAXHYIIUX OOJOTOM M rHWIbI. bada-fIra He mula — oHa
BBITEKAJIa U3 TEMHOTHI, KaK cMoJia u3 paHbl. E€ o Oputo Ha-
TIOJIOBUHY CKPBITO TEHBIO, HO POT ObUT BUJIEH: IMMPOKHIA, HeecTe-
CTBEHHO IIMPOKUii, C 3y0aMH, MOXOKMMHU Ha OCKOJIKM KOCTH.
OHa HaKJIOHWJIA T'OJIOBY, IPUCITYIIMBASCh.

— K’huip T’rosh... — mpommnena oHa, U Toj0Cc €€ 3Byvall
Tak, OyATO CJIOBA POKAAIUCH HE B TOpJIE, a TIe-TO TITyOOKO TMOj
3emuiéid. — S’hishp!..

Marp Bckoumiia, cXxBaTuila KOYepry 1 3aKpuyasna:

— Bon! IIpous u3 moero noma!

baba-fra meanenHo momHsna pyky. Ha KOHUMKax masblieB
BCIIBIXHYJIM KPOILIEYHBIE OTOHBKU — HE IUIaMs, a YTO-TO CUHEE,
XOJIOIHOE, KaK CBET THUJIYLIEK.

— T’khush ip, — npommrnena crapyxa. — D’rihp IS P’Oght.

U Tyt mnaammue GpaThs Ha JIaBKe 3allieBeiIiCh. VX riasa or-
KPBUIMCh, HO B HUX HE ObUIO CHa — TOJIbKO ITycToTa. OHU BCTa-
JIA, HE DI Ha MaTh, ¥ ronu K baoe-re.

Mars 3akpuyasia. Ho Kpuk €€ yToHyJl B TUIIMHE, KOTOPYIO
npuHecsa ¢ co0oM crapyxa.

Tumodpeii cuzen, no-npexxHeMy HaxMypHuB OpOBH, IOUTH O3
SMOLMIA — CJIOBHO CJIBIILIAJ 3TY UCTOPMIO yke He pa3. OcTasb-
HbIE IBO€, C OTPOMHBIMHU MICITYTAHHBIMH TJIa3aMH, 3aCThUTH, OY/I-



TO UCTYKaHHI, IJIss Ha oTiia Muxauna. Jluna y Hux nobeneny, a
BOJIOCHI, Ka3aJI0Ch, BCTAJI ABIOOM — CJIOBHO OHU BOOUMIO YBH-
JIeJIA BEJIbMY.

— Ho 4 He Bepio B 310, — HAKOHEI TPOU3HEC orer; Muxaui.
— Bcé 310 ckazku! — TBEPHO M00aBUT OH

— Jlagno! — TBEpno npousHéc Tumodenn. — YTpo Beuepa
MyzapeHee. 3aBTpa yTpoM Monpodyem YTo-HUOYIb MpUAyMaTh. A
ceryac pacxogumcs 1o jgomam. Ml HUKOMy HUYEro He roBOpUTE.
[Mousimu mens?! OcobenHo Bbl 1Boe! — Tumodelt mpuctaabHO
MOCMOTPEJT Ha JIBYX APYTMX CTAPEUIIIVH.

O0a, Kak oIvH, KUBHYJIH.

— Hy Torpa pacxopumcsi, — ytBepauni Tumodei.

[epBbiMU, B CHEIIKe, YUK T€ IBOE, YTO OOJIbIIIE BCEX UCITY-
rayuch. CriegoM 3a HUMHM, He creina, 1BunyJcs Tumoden. [Tpo-
X0/sl MUMO OTHa Muxawnia, CTaperiinHa 3aepKajics U TUXO
CIIPOCHIT:

— Ilouemy BbI He Bepute?

— 41 Bepo B cuity MOIMTBBEL U BOXKBIO 3a1UTYy, — YETKO U
SICHO OTBETWJI OTell Muxamii. — A 3TU «BeJIbMbl» KaKYTCsI MHE
BBITyMKOMU. 3J10 €CTh, HO OHO TyXOBHO€, a HE B BUJIE CTapyX.

— A 3ps BbI HE BepuTe, oTell Muxaui, — moKadajl roJIoBOn
Tumoden 1, He 10KUJAACh OTBETA, MOIIEN MTPOYb.

I'naBa 2. CTpax pacrerT.

Houbs. ITocrne coBeta npoliio yetsipe yaca. Bes jepeBHs cna-
na. Crosia jietHasa TvinrHa. He6o ObUTO YKCTHIM, U JIMIIb OJIHA
JIyHa CBETUJIA OYEHb SIPKO.



B omHO¥ 113 130 OBLIO TEMHO, MTaXJI0 KBAIIEHOM KaIyCTOM, bl
MOM M Y€M-TO HETIOHSTHBIM.

Manenbkas neBouka Mapda siexkana Ha Nonarsix, CKaBIIUCh
B KOMOK, U CTapajlacb He JplaTh. CHU3Y JOHOCHIIUCH IIENOT U
XMXHWKaHbe pouTesieid. ITo ObUIO MOXOXe He HAa OOBIYHBIE pa3-
TOBOPHI MTEPeJl CHOM, a Ha B3POCIIbe HOUHBIE Oece/pbl.

W Bapyr — wnapamnanbe. Tuxoe, OyATO MbIIb CKpPEOETCS.
TopKO MBIIIM HEe CKPeOyTCsl CHAPYKH 10 CTEKITY.

Mapga nosepHysa rojaoBy. 3a MyTHBIM OKOIIKOM, BILJIOT-
HYIO K CTekJy, Obito ymio. He yenoBeueckoe. Koxa — cepas,
B CKJIaJKax, Kak crapas kopa. Hoc kpiokom, a miaza He umenu
3payKoB: CIUIOLIHAS ThMa, U B 3TOM ThME UTO-TO IIEBEJIUJIOCh.
JIno He moprano. OHO cMOTpETIO.

[Totom pazgancs ckpexer — OyATo KorreM 1o aepeBy. OKHO
JPOTHYJIO.

— Mawma. .. — npomrenTaia Mapda, u rojoc e€ odopBaics.

CrexJ10 NONUIO TPelIMHAMM, KakK JIEA Ha npopyou. M ckBo3b
3TH TPELMHBI MOTSHYJICS TYMaH — YE€PHBIM, MACIISTHUCTBIM, C 3a-
MaXOM CBIpbIX KOCcTed U neruia. OH MpocayuBajIcsi BHYTPb, CTe-
KaJ 110 CTeHaM, COOMPAsICh B JIYKUILYy Ha TOJY.

A 1oToM B TpOEME MOSIBUJIACH pyKa — JIMHHAsA, KOCTJIABAs,
C MaJbI[aMH, M30THYTHIMH, KaK KOpHHU cTaporo ayoa. Ona men-
JICHHO, HAPOYHO MEJJIEHHO, MOTSAHY/ACh K JEBOYKE.

«He Tporai...» — xotena KpukHyTh Mapda. Ho kpuk 3a-
CTPsU1 B TPYJH, IPEBPATUBILINCH B TUXUH, JKAJIKUI1 BCXJIUIL.

ITayp1pl KOCHYJIMCH Of€EsIA.



W B 3TOT ke MUT BHU3Y Pa3[aJiCsl TPOXOT: OTell OPOCHIICS K
OKHY ¢ Toropom. Ho korjia oH pacnaxHyJs CTaBHU, 32 HUIMU HU-
Koro He 0buT0. TOMBPKO MOPO3HBIN BO3/IyX, OCTPBIH, KaK JIe3BUe,
Y Ha MOJIOKOHHKUKE — FOPCTh CEbIX BOJIOC J]a TPY YEPHBIX MEpa.
A Ha mecre, rae Jexana Mapda, Obi10 mycTo.

Korna otery Mapds! yBuaesn, 4to Tam HUKOTO HET, OH TYT e
OpocuJics Ha ynuity. Beibexasl Ha JOpOry ¢ TOMOpoM, IyOOKO
JbIIIIA; U3 ero pTa BaJIMJI IYCTOH map.

Ha nomo cekyHapl OH YETKO YBHUIEN, KaK KTO-TO WJIM YTO-TO
IIPOHECNIOCh 10 HeOy B CTOpOHY Jieca. OTtel] ObICTPO TOBEPHYIT
roJIOBY B Ty CTOpOHY. Jlec mieBenucs, OyATo OT OYeHb CUIIBHOTO
BeTpa — TOJIbKO BETpa Ha CaMoM jiesie He ObLIO.

OH Me/IIeHHO, He OTBOJIS B3IJIsIAA OT Jieca, ClIesiall IBa Iara.
[ToTom pe3Ko MoBEepHYJI TOJIOBY M MOOEKAT IOMOM — yOeInuTh-
cs1, He TIOKa3aJIoch JIM €My, YTO Ha MecTe, e jexana Mapda,
6oubiiie HUKOTO HeT. Ho Korya mpubexar, MoHsUT: eMy He MoKa-
3aJ10Ch.

Orer 3apbiia1 B TOJI0C, OPOCKB TOMOP HA MOJN. A MaTh CHJeNa
B yIJIy u30Bl HA KPOBAaTH, MO)KaB KOJIEHU K I'PyId, U CMOTpena
B OJIHY TOUKY Ha TOJY, HE [IEBEJISCh.

W meHbIlle yeM yepe3 MUHYTY pas3[alicsl AyIlepas3 uparomi
KPUK, NIEPEMELIAHHBI C IUIAYEM:

— V-y-a-a-al..

DT0 Kpuuasa KeHIUHa U3 coceAgnero goma. Otenr Mapdsl,
BBITHpAs CJAE3bI, BHIOEKAT HA YIUILY, HA CEJIbCKYIo jopory. OH
YBUJIEJ, YTO KEHIIIMHA CTOUT HA KOJICHSIX, COTHYBIIIUChH, U PbIAA-



er.

— KT10-10 yKpas moero maipunka! Moero MajeHbKOro MaJib-
yrKa! — IpOMKO KpUyaJsia OHa, He B CHJIaX CHEepKaTh PhIAAHUSI.

Ha eé€ kpuk cobpasiack moutu Bes nepeBHs. Jlionu npuxoau-
JI KTO B Y€M, HEKOTOpPbIE MPUXBATHIIM C cOO0M cBeuw. [Tpuim
WBaH, orerr Muxawni, crapenivia Tumoden.

— 41 cam Buien, Kak KTO-TO WIX YTO-TO TOJIETEJIO B CTOPOHY
neca! Y meHs Toxe mpornaia j1odka, Mapdyia! — BbIXoas K
ToJIMe, Mpou3HEC oter] Mapdsi.

JKurenn nepeBHU TYT e 3aleNTaIriCh Mex Iy coOoi. Kto-To
THXO CKa3aJl:

— 9TO0 Be/ibMa U3 Jieca. . .

— Beapma?.. 910 Obl1a oHa? Jla-aa, s TOXe KOro-To BUIEI. . .

A s crbllIasl CTPaHHBIE 3BYKU... — MEPEHIENTHIBAIUCH JIIOU,
OIJISIABIBASICh TIO CTOPOHAM.
— Tak! Iloxainyiicta, Bce yCIIOKOMTECh! — KPUKHYJ OTel|

Muixaun, BBICTyNast U3 Kpyra JIOIeu.

— Her nukako#t BegpMbl! [leT HaBepHsKA yOeKau TysITh.
HagepHsika coOpanuch B CTapoil capaiike, CUIAT TaM U. ..

— $1 cam JIMYHO CIBlIAN CTPaHHBIE 3BYKM Yy cels toma!l —
CHOBA BBIKPUKHYJI oTel, Mapdsl, rojoc ero agpoxain OT rops u
THEBA.

— Bawm moro noka3zartbcesi! — TBEpAO OTBETUI OTel MuxauJ.
Ho y camoro nosiBuiics ucIyr B NpOU3OLLIEIIIEM.

Crapeiinmnaa Tumodeil THXO BbIIIEN K KEHIIUHE, KpUYaBIIen
O IMpoMaxe ChbIHA, ¥ K 0TIy Mapdsl.



— JlaBaiiTe monpoOyeM cefiuac XOTh HEMHOTO TMOUCKaTh. Mo-
JKET, U TpaB/a T/ie-HuoOyab CUAAT, CMEIOTCsl Ha/l Hamu. .. Hy, ma-
JIO JIK, IETU €CTh JeTU. XOPOIIO? — HErpoMKO, HO TBEPIO MPO-
V3HEC OH.

Hapon nouTu cpazy cornacuics ¢ ero cjioBamu. Y poauTeiei,
9bM JIETH TIPOTIAJIH, B IJa3ax 3aTeIUIMIACh XOTb U ciiadasi, HO Ha-
JEkKAa.

— Mapga! — rpomko nosBajn KTo-T1o.

— AxTHn! — BTOPWIN JpYyTHE.

Te, y Koro Toxe ObLTH AETH, OBICTPO pa3dekaInch MO ToOMam
— IPOBEPUTb, BCE JIM HA MECTE, U HAKPEIIKO 3aKPbITh OKHA U
JBEPU.

A HMBan nopomen k crapentvde Tumodero.

— PacckaxuTe, noxanyucTa, npo Ty BEAbMY, O KOTOPOU Bce
HIeTTYYTCH. . .

— Her nukaxoii Begpmbl, IBaH, — cyxo orBetus Tumodei,
He miAAs Ha Hero. — Mou nomoran uckars Mapgymry ¢ AHTH-
TIOM.

— Mos cectpa nponana B jiecy! OHa Tak U HE BepHYJIACh!
— rosnioc MBaHa Apoxaj, HO B HEM YyXe 3BEHeJA 3J10CTh. — 41
3HAI0, YTO y Bac ObLI COBET B IIEPKBH 10 STOMY MOBOIY. 3HAIO,
YTO B HAIIEW JIepeBHE MHOTO JIET HUKTO He nponajaai. beut onux
cityvaii — 3a01yausics My KUK, Ja U TOT TbsIHBIN ObLT. A Ternepb
cpazy tpoe! Bbl ut0, HE BUaUTE, YTO TBOPUTCS?!

K Hemy nopomeén orenr Muxawi u nonoxuin pyky VeBany Ha



T1eYO.

— He ropsrauce, MiBan. MbI Kak pa3 TyMaii, 4To HYKHO Oy-
JIeT TTOWTH B JIEC ¥ TIOUCKATh TBOIO cecTpy. OOsI3aTe/IbHO HAaIEM
e€. HaBepHsika oHa npocto 3a6myaunack. CuauT ceituac rae-Hu-
Oy/b TOJ, KYCTOM U KJAET, Korga Thl e€ Hainémb. Cama gopory
Ha3aJ He MOXET OTHICKaTh. A TUKMX 3Bepell MOOIM30CTH y HAC
HET, Tak 4To Bc€ Oyner xopoio. au, momorai.

VBaH pe3kuM ABUkeHHEeM cOpOCHI pyKy oTia Muxauna co
coero mieya. C TOpbKOM, TSKENOM 3710001 OH MOCMOTpEN Ha
000MX — Ha CTapeHIIIMHYy U Ha CBSIIIEHHUKA, — a TIOTOM MOJT4a
pa3BepHYJICS U YIIEN Ky/1a-TO B TEMHOTY, PACTBOPUBIIUCH CPEIN
JIOMOB.

Crycrst yac 6eCIUIOHBIX TIOMCKOB JIIOIY HAYQJIA PACXOIUTh-
csi. Houn Oblta TEMHO#M, He y Bcex OblIH ¢ cOOOH cBeur mim ¢a-
KeJibl, a OpOIUTh Hayrajl 1o AepeBHE U OKPECTHBIM TPOIIaM CTa-
HOBUJIOCh BCE OMACHEe.

Heckonbko Myx4rH nogonuim K otity Mapdsi:

— MB&I orrpoOyem MOUCKaTh UX C IEPBBIMU JTyYaMU COJTHIIA.
Celtyac HOYBIO TSKEJIO YTO-TO PA3IIISAJIETh.

Oteur Mapdsb! uip Monya KMBHYI, HE B CHJIaX BBIMOJIBUTD
HU CJIOBA.

Kto-TO momor noitu 10 JomMa oOeccHseBIIel OT ClNE3 JKeH-
II1HE.

[Mpunsa nomoit, orer; Mapdbl, yOUTHIN TOpeM U CMSITEHUEM,
MOZIOMIEN K TIOJIATSIM, TJie OOBIYHO criaja 104yb. Ero B3misi cHoBa
ynaj Ha TOPCTh CE/IbIX BOJIOC U TPY YEPHBIX Nepa, JIEKABIINX Ha



nioiy. OH OCTOPOKHO cOOpast ux U yOpas B MaJIEHbKYIO IEPEBSIH-
HYIO HIKaTyJKy. EMy X0Tenoch 3aBTpa nokasarb 3TO M CBALICH-
HUKY, U CTapeiIInHe — JI0Ka3aTh, YTO eMy He TTOMEpPEeIuIOoCh,
YTO 32 €r0 JI0UEPbIO MPUXOAWIIO HEUTO HACTOSAILEE, CTPALIHOE U
yyxoe. A JKeHa ero Tak U Cujelia, He mesoxHyBumcehb. OH cet 3a
CTOJI, YPOHWUJI TOJIOBY HAa CKPEIIEHHBIE PYKHU U TYT k€ YCHYT —
oT Oeccuitus, OT TOpsl.

YT1po HacTynuiio ObICTPO, OyATO U He ObLIO HOUM. OH MOAHSI
rOJIOBY M MEPBBIM JIEJIOM YBUJIEN JKEHY: OHA BCE TaK ke CUjaena,
B TOW ke 1mo3e. [J1a3a y He€ ObUTH OTKPBITHL, HO B HUX HE OBLIO
CHa — TOJIbKO ITYCTOTA.

Orerr BcTasl U3-3a CTOJA, MOAOIIEN K HEWM W MOMaxajl pyKou
niepen e€ oM. Hukakon peakuyu. Hu B3oxa, HY IBUKEHMS.

Hwuuero He cka3aB, OH B35UT IIKATYJIKY U BbIIIen U3 n30bl. LIEn
OH IIaTasiCch — OT OECCUJIUS U OT TOPsl, KOTOPOE THYJIO TUIEYH,
KaK TSKETBIM MelIoK. B rpyau y Hero TBEpIo M XOJIOIHO CUiena
YBEPEHHOCTb: €r0 JI0Ub He 3a01yauiiach, He yoexana urpatb. E€
YKpaJIu.

Hom Tumodpest crosin psiioM € LIEpKOBBIO, ¥ oTel Mapdbl €N
TyJa, a MOTOM coOupaJics 3aiTu U K oty Muxawmny. Ho, noa-
XO[Isl K AOMY CTapeWIINHbI, OH YBUJEN, YTO MOYTH BCE MY:KUU-
HBI JIEPEBHU yXkKe cOOpaTuCh Y Kpbuibiia. Cpean HUX ObLT U OTell
Muxawn.

OH yckopuII 1iar, MoYTH rnodexa, Ckumast IMIKaTyjlIKy ooeu-
MU pykamu. KTo-To U3 MyXMKOB 3aMeTHJ1 €ro, OTIHUXHYJI coce-
Ja, nasas gopory. Oreny Mapdsl npotonknyscs k Tumodero u



MPOTSHYJ HIKATYJIKY:
— BorT... 910 4 HamEn B Ty HOYb, KOrJa UCYE3JIAa MOSI JOYb.
I'onoc ero copBasica. ['1aza cHOBa HaMWIIMChH CJIE3aMU, CTAJIU

KPacHbIMU, OyTO 000K KEHHBIMU. OH HIMBITHYJT HOCOM U BHITEP

CJIE3Bl PYKABOM.

Tumoen OTKpbUT IIKATYIKY. BHYyTpH Jiexkam cesiple BOJIOChI
1 4€pHble niepbs1. Ho cTon0 AHEBHOMY CBETY YIIACTh HA HUX, KaK
BOJIOCHI B/IPYT 3allIEBEJIWJIUCH U PEBPATUIIACH B I0KAEBBIX Uep-
Be, a Tephs pacTasiv, OOPATUBIIMCH B YEPHYIO MACISHUCTYIO
KUJKOCTb.

Bce MyXHMKHM OTIIATHYJIMCh, OTCTYIHIJIM Ha Oe30MacHoe pac-
CTOSIHUE U TOPOILIMBO MEPEKPECTUIIUCD.

OpuH U3 My>K4YMH NOAOIIEN K 0TIy Mapdsl u TUXO cKazaut:

— MBI uckaimu ux. .. Hukoro He Hauui. Hu B nepeBHe, Hu 3a
nepesHei. [Ipoctu, opyr. ..

— O 6oke. .. — mpoIIenTan KTO-TO U3 TOJIIbI.

Tumodpeit BbipoH mIKaTyAKy. OHa ynajia Ha 3eMIII0, U TEM-
Hasl )KMKa MEJUICHHO BBITEKJIA U3 HEE, BIIUTHIBASCH B CYXYIO 3€M-
mo. CrapeiiHa cMOTpe Ha 3T0 0e3 HaekKIbl, C TSKENBIM M0-
HUMAaHHEM.

— CkpbiBath He Oyny, — npousnéc Tumodeit, 00Bos B3IIIsA-
J0M MyXurH. —CTpax MpOKaTUJICA IO TONIE, Kak BolHA. Jlioan
NEPEIAAbIBAINACH, CAKUMAIN KYJIAKHU, KPECTUIIUCH.

— Eé naspiBatot baba-fIra, — nponomkun Tumodeit, u ronoc
€ro 3By4aJl ITyX0, HO TBEpHO. — He crapyxa — a cama cMepTh B
oOnube KeHIINHBL. Ee Koka — cepasi, MOPIIMHKCTasI, KaK Y 1aB-



HO YTOHYBUIETO TpPyINa, MECTaMHU MOKPbITAsl YEHIyHKaMu U JIU-
MIalfHUKOM. Briajible meku oOTSHYThl KOXel, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO
MPOITYCKAIOT KOHTYphl yepena. Hoc — KpIOYKOBaThIN, OCTPBIN,
CJIOBHO KJIIOB XMII[HOM MTHUIIbI, C HO3PSAMH, U3 KOTOPBIX COUMTCS
YyepHasi Clu3b.

— 4 Tak u 3Han! — pazgasica nozaau rosoc Mpaxa.

Crapuk Tumodent Tsxen0 B3JOXHYI:

— [Ha... D10 MOXeT ObITh OHA.

— MBI JOKHBI ceryac ke MOWTH U OThICKaTh ux! — lVBan
HIarHyJ1 BOEPEHd, TOJ0C €ro 3BEHeJN, KaK HATAHyTas CTpyHa. —
Bce, k1o crout 31ech, moiayt co mMHou. Ceituac. He Oynem
KIaTb.

My:xuuHbl 3acThUIH, OyATO OKameHenu. Jlumb orerr Mapdsl
He aporay.1. [1o ero B3misiy ObLIO SICHO: OH TOTOB, HE Pa3/IyMbl-
Basi, UJITHU B JIEC XOTh CEMYAC, XOTh B CAMOE MEKJIO.

YV Anrtuna He 6b10 oTia. Ero mate, OneiHasi, ¢ ApoxkaniyMu
pPyKaMu, MOJIOILIA K OTHOMY U3 MYXKUYMH U TUXO MONPOCUIA:

— lMoxanyicra. .. [loummre Moero Majibuvka. XoTh KTO-HU-
Oyab. ..

— Hy, Torna Bc€ peiieno, — kuBHy1 Tumoden, npuHUMast
Ha ceOs TSKECTh 9TOTo perieHust. — Thl, Thl U Thl, — OH yKazall
Ha TPOMX MY:KYMH, — MOMJETE B JIEC HA TTOMCKU BMECTE C OT-
oM Mapdst u lBaHom. Maute o 1omam, BO3bMUTE BCE caMoe
HEeoOXOMMOe: TOTOPbI, BIJIbI, BEPEBKH, (pakesnbl. U He 3a0ynbTe
KPECTbl U MOJIUTBHI.

Tpoe MyX4WH, Ha KOTOPHIX TaJl BHIOOpP, TEPErJIsSHYIUCh.



OnvH U3 HUX HaXMYPHJICS M TUXO, HO TaK, YTOOBI BCE CIIBIIIAIIH,
ITPOBOPYAT:

— Ilouemy 51 fomkeH uaTH? Y MeHs JoMa keHa, aetu. 51 He
XO4y OCTaBJISATh MX O6€3 MPUCMOTPA. . .

— bouiiibcsi? — yXMBUIBHYJICSI IPYrod, UyTh IPUIILYpPHUB-
mmch. — Xa-xa! Hy, ecim OouIbest, Tak U CKaku. A MBI TTOH-
ném. [lereit uyxux 6pocaTb HeJb3sl.

— Orenr Muxawii, — MOBEpHYJICA K CBAILLIEHHUKY oTer] Map-
(pp1, — BBI MOXkeETE ITPOBENATH MOIO keHY ? OHa BCIO HOYb ITPOCH-
JieJ1a B YIJIy, HE IEBEJIbHYBIIHUCK. .. BOIOCh, UTO €11 COBCEM XY[IO.

— KoneuHo, — msirko oteetu oter] Muxawn. — 1 3aigy k
HEl cpasy 1mocje Toro, Kak MpoBOXKY Bac.

CrycTst Kakoe-To BpeMsi YeTBepo My:kurH 1 MIBaH coOpasmch
Ha Kpaio Jieca. KTo B3s11 TONOP, KTO — BUWJIBL, Y BCEX OBUIM MeIII-
KM ¢ efion 1 Bogou. K Hum noponuim Tumodent u orery Muxani.
CBSAIIEHHUK OKPOMMJI KaXJJOrO CBATON BOJOW U MIEPEKPECTUIL.

W oHu notim B jiec — ApYr 3a IPYyrom, IernOYKOM, OCTOPOXK-
HO CTyTIasi 10 3eMJie, OyATO OHa MOTJIa B JTIOOOM MUT CTaTh yXKOU.

MBaH nocTosi1 HEMHOTO, J0XKJIAJCs, MOKAa BCEe MPOUAYT BIIe-
pen, u noien nocaenaHuM. Ilepen TeM Kak CTynuThb O] CEHb Jie-
PEBbEB, OH 3aMep, BIVISAbIBASCH B JIECHYIO Yally. EMy mokasa-
JIOCh, UTO JICPEBbSI 32 OJIHY HOUb CTAIM KakK OyaTO OJIVIKE K Jie-
peBHe, Oy/ITO Jiec MOAINON3, MPUABUHYJICS, 3aHS JIMIIIHEE MPO-
crpancTBO. CTapasi TpONMHKA, [0 KOTOPOW XOAWJIM FOAaMH, 3a-
pociia BBICOKOH TpaBOM — OyATO e€ v He ObUIO HUKOTTIA.

WBany Obu10 cTpamso. Xomof Moj3 Mo cnuHe, menTai: «He



xonu Tyga». Ho OH BCE paBHO 1IarHys BHEpER — BeAb IIE-TO
TaM, B 9TOU TUIINHE, Obuta An€Ha. U oH JoymkeH ObLI €€ HAlTH.

I'naBa 3. Jlec He mycKaerT.

IlepBsle mosyaca OHY LK JPYT 3a JPYTOM, IPOTAIIThIBAsA Ce-
6e TpormHKY. Ha myTH To 1 J1esio monajaimck cyxue KycThl —
KOJTIOUMe, KECTKUE, OHM Oy/ITO HAPOUHO HETUTSUIUCH 33 OACKIY,
HE J1aBasi IPOUTU. DTU KYCThl ObUTH MOBCIOY: UX HEJb3s OBLIO
00OWTH, HEKyJa CBepHYTh. HUKTO He 3HaJl, KyJa HYKHO WITH,
— OHHM POCTO LIarajau BIEPED, BBIMOTAHHBIE, €/1BA IIEPECTABIISASA
HOTHY U3-32 KOJTIIOUEK, YTO PBAIA PyOaxu U Iaparnaiy pyKu.

[locTeneHHO yalia paccTynuiach, 1 OHU BBIILUIM B CBETJIbIN
Jiec, Tae pocau ogHU Oepésbl, a MOJ HOraMu Jieasia Msrkas,
HEBBICOKAs TpaBa. MyKUNHBI OCTAHOBHIIUCH, YTOOBI OTJISIIETHCSI.

Bokpyr Bc€ BBITTISIIEN0 MUPHO — OOBIYHBIN JIeC, HE CTparll-
HbIA ¥ He uyxkoi. [leu nTuipl, HaJ TPaBOU KPYKUIUCH KYKH,
JIETKUI BETEPOK I1€BEJINII JICTBY.

— MBblI uEM B HY’)KHOM HaITpaBJIEHUN? — CIPOCUJI OUH U3
MY>KHKOB, OIJISIIBIBASICH IO CTOPOHAM. — DTO HE IMOXO0kKE Ha JIeC,
T/Ie XUBET Be/IbMa. .. Hy, WJTH Kak e€ TaMm HasbiBaloT — bada-SIra.

To, 4TO OH cKazaJ, Kazajaoch npasaoil. Hu y koro He ObL10
TSTOCTHOTO MPEIYyBCTBUS, He OeKaiu MypaIllKd M0 KOXe, He
CKHUMaJIOCh cepaue oT crpaxa. Haxe y otna Mapdwl Ha ayine
HEMHOT0 OTJIersIo: Oy/ITO cama MPUpO/Ia MIETTaja, YTo 3/1eCh HET
3J1a.

— Capiiare? Pyueii! — Bapyr kpukHy MBaH 1 ykazan Broe-
pén. — JlaBaiTe y HEro OCTAaHOBUMCS, MIEPEAOXHEM Ja OEAM.



Onu ooty K pyusio. TOT TEK IO HEOOJIBIIIOMY OBPAXKKY,
Tak OJIM3KO, YTO, YTOOBI YMBITHCS, JOCTATOYHO OBLJIO MPOTSHYThH
pyKy. CosHIIE yXe NPUIEeKaIo BOBCIO, U BCE CUJIBHO YCTaJIH.

Oteus Mapp! marayn K Boe, XOTeJN 3a4EPIHYTh U YMBIThCS,
HO OJJUH U3 MYKYMH PE3KO OCTAaHOBUIJI €I0:

— Ilocrou! A Bapyr 3To BenpmuHa Boaa? Bapyr oHa orpas-
neHa?

— Ceituac ¥ yBUAUM, — TBEPIO, XOTSI U He Oe3 BHYTPEHHEN
JIpOXH, OTBETUI OTell 1eBouku. OH NPOTSHYJ PYKY K BOJE, U B
TPy y HEro BCE CKMMAJIOCh OT COMHEHMU. Ero nmaselipl mourn
KOCHYJIMCh TIOBEPXHOCTH, U TYT OH 3aMETWJI B TPO3PAYHOU BOJIE
MauibKoB. JI€rkas ynpiOka TpoHya ero ryoel. OH ¢ oOneryeHueM
Y HACTOSIIUM YIOBOJIbCTBUEM 3aUEPITHYJI BOAbI U YMBbLICSI.

— Yp-d! Xopomo! XononHasi, ocBexkaer! — BBIIOXHYJI OH
U CTaJl yMbIBAaThCsl yke 00EMMHU pyKaMH, CMbIBasl C JIALA MbLTb
Y YCTaJIOCTb.

OcrasbHble TOXE COPOCHIIM CYMKH M OpPOCHIIMCH K PYUblO
— KTO YMBIBaTbCsl, KTO MPOCTO CMOYUTH Pa3rOpPsYEHHOE JIH-
0. OQVH U3 MYXKUYMH, HE Pa3lAyMblBasi, HAKJIOHUJICS U CAEAI
HECKOJIBKO Ka/IHbIX [JIOTKOB.

Bce 3amepii u ycraBuich Ha Hero. OH TOXe 3aCThUI, PyKa
TaK M OCTaJIach y pra.

— ITuTh COMHUTENBHYIO BOAY B JIECY — 3TO yX Yepecuyp, —
ycMexHysics VIBaH, NOAHUMAsICh C KOJIEH U HAITPaBJISISICh K CBOEU
CYMKe.

— Jla, Tl IpaB, — KuBHYJI oTtell Map(s! U TOXe MOIIEN K



CBOEM TMOKJIaXke.

OcrasibHBlE NOCIEAOBANM 32 HUMU. TOT, KTO NI BOLy, CHa-
yaJia He TIOH:1J1, YTO HaJ HUM MOAIIYTUJIY, IOTOM HavyaJl CIUIEBbI-
BaTh U BBITUPATh POT.

— [la uro Tyt Takoro? Boga uncras, npo3paunas! BoH gaxe
pbiOa 1aBaeT! — BO3MYTHJICS OH.

— Bcé B nopsinke, He cepauch, — yiabIOHYICs oTell Mapdswl.
— IIpocTo OCTOPOXKHOCTD JIUITHEN He ObIBaeT.

MyK4MHBI pacCeIrch BOKPYT CBOMX CYMOK Y CTAJI JOCTaBaTh
eny.

— 9X... Hy Bot! N3-3a 3TUX NPOKJIATHIX KYCTOB CyMKa I0-
pBajack, ¥ BCA €1a BHICHINIAIACH. A f JaXe HE IOYyBCTBOBAJI, —
B3/I0XHYJI O[JVIH U3 HUX, pasliisabiBas IPOPEXY.

— Ha, yromancs, — npotsnyn emy cBéprok VBan.

— Cnacu6o, BaHsi, — THXO OTBETWJI My)KYMHA, IPUHUMAS
YIOILIEHUE.

— ConHIE BBICOKO CTOMT. 3HAYUT, Y HAC €Ui€ eCTb BPEMS
WATH Jajiblie, — Mpou3HEC oter; Mapdbl, nogHUMAast B3MIAL K
HeOy.

— JlagHo, My XMKH, HAM TOpa AAJIbIIE UATH, TIOKA COJIHLIE HE
ceno, — ckazais otelr Mapdpbl.

Onwu Hauam coduparsk cBoM Benu. KTo-T0, HE ycnieB 0ecTb,
B CIIEIIIKE TOXeE MPUHSIICS coouparbes. TONMbKO OMH, Y KOTOPOTO
ObLJIa MOPBaHA CYMKa, MPOCTO BCTAJI, OTPSXHYJICS U CKa3al:

— 4 roros!

Korna Bce coOpanucs, otery Mapds! nomién nepssiM. OH T1e-



PETIPBITHYJ pyYeil, a CJIEIOM 3a HUM U OCTaJIbHble MY:KUKH. [To-
cnegaum men Mean. Orteny Mapdwl 1 MBaH 1 Moya, TOJIBKO
TPOE MY KMKOB pa3roBapuBajv, CMESUIMCh U pyrajiuck. OHU 1A
Mexay Oep€3aMu, TO JIU MPSMO, TO JIM CBEPHYB — MECTHOCTh
Oblila He3HAKOMa HUKOMY M3 HHX.

CIYCT$I KAKO€ TO BPEMSI OHU OISATh HATKHYJIMCh Ha YCThIE KY-
CTBI. KYCTHI ObLJT HE TaKWE KaK paHblIlle. PO/ Yepe3 KyCThl.

Orter; Mapdbl pe3ko OCTaHOBUJICS, U B HETO YyTh HE Bpe3a-
JINCh OCTaJIbHBIE.

— CmMmorpute, TponuHKa UIET! — ckazan orer] Mapdsl. OHn
BBIIILJIM HA TPOIMHKY, KOTOpasi 1A U CJieBa, U CIpaBsa.

— B kakylo cTopoHy noijiéM, KTo 3HaeT? — CIPOCHUJT OAVH
U3 MYXKYMH.

Bce ocranbHble CTOSIA U MOJTYAJIU.

— He 3Ha10, — ckazan orert Mapgsl. YV Bcex B rpyIie onsrthb
Ha JyIie ctayio TpeBoxHo. [Iponana ta JIErkocTb, KoTopas Oblia
y pyubs.

— Ilonpémre HaneBo, — npeioxun Mean. U Bce crapime
0I00pHJTH MBICTTh MJla TIIero. HUKTo He cka3aB HU CJIOBA, MONLIN
HaJIeBO. DTa TPOIMHKA TaKXke IIjia yepe3 Oepesbl.

Yepes kakoe-to Bpems MBaH noansan rosnosy. M ero miasa
ocyenia sipkas comaile. OHO Kak OyATO elng MmyIie CTajo 1meyb.
OHU BCce BBIMOTAJIMCH OT sKapbl U AYXOTHI B Jiecy. He 3Hast, CKoJTb-
KO I10 BPEMEHU OHU IJIH.

— MyXuKH, a BaM HE KaXeTcs, YTO Mbl UJEM YKe TIOJ/IHA, a
COJIHIIE KaK Oy[ITO ¥ He IBUHYJIOCHh ¢ MecTa? — ckazan VBaH.



— HWBan, ThI yke ycTasl ¥ TOBOPHUILIb HEMOHATHO 4TO. Kak Mo-
JKET COJIHLIE CTOSITh Ha MeCTe? — OTBETWJI OJUH U3 MYKHUKOB.
WBan npomonyan. OH nogymal, MOXET, M IIpaBJa emMy IoKa3a-
sock. Il oHM Momya, KaxIblil MOTPYKEHHBIA B CBOM MBICIIH.
Bepésbl BOKPYT CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE OOJIee KPUBBIMU U yPOJIJIMBbI-
mu. TponvHKa Hayasna NeTIsTh, CIOBHO MBITASACh 3aIyTaTh MyT-
HUKOB.

— 41 ycran! — cka3asn onuH U3 MyXKUuH.

Orteny Mappl ¢ KakOR-TO HENPUATHOM 3710001 TOBEPHYJICS U
IIOCMOTPEJI Ha TOTO, KTO 3TO CKa3aJl.

— U g ycran! — po6asun apyroil. — U s Toxe! — npuco-
€/IMHUJIMCh OCTAJIbHbIE JBOE.

Tonbko MBaH mpoMonyait.

— Xopomo! — HeJOBOIBHO Npou3HEC otel Mapdpbl.

OHM HaUIM TOJICTOE NMOBAJIEHHOE JIEPEBO U CEJIM HA HETO OT-
IbIXaTh. Tpoe MyKUYMH pacroyIOKWINCh Ha CTBOJIE: KTO-TO CTall
pa3MUHAaTh YCTaBIIME CTOIbI, KTO-TO ITPOCTO CeJl, HOTOMY UTO HO-
v rygenu ot ycranoctu. Hexors cen u orenr Mapdsbi, 06moko-
TUBILXCH CIIMHOM Ha JIepeBo. 3a HUM npucen VBaH.

Otenr Mapdwsl Toxe ObLT cUIbHO M3MOTaH. [lorpykE€HHBIN B
CBOU MBIC/IM, OH HE 3aMETUJI, KaK 3aKpblI IJ1a3a U YCHYJL.

Bokpyr crosiia TMIIMHA, HapyllaeMasl JUIIb peIKUM Iiese-
CTOM JIMCTBEB J1a JAJIEKUM NTUYbUM reHueM. ColtHIe MEIJIEHHO
KJIOHWJIOCh K 3aKaTy, Opocasi UIMHHbIE TeHU Ha 3eMJTIO.

— 2, myxuku! Berapaiite! Mbl mpocnianu Bech AeHb. ColH-
1IE CKOpO 3anAET! — rpomMko npousHec IBaH, Tpscs OCTaIbHBIX



3a IJIeYn.

WBaH, KOTOpBIM 0 3TOrO HE CHaJl, TOXE HAaYaJl MOHEMHOTY
KJIOHUTHCS K 3eMJyie. OH akKypaTHO CBEpHYJICS Ha OOKY U 3a1pe-
MaJl, HO BCKOPEe IIPOCHYJICS OT COOCTBEHHOTO TOTYKA.

Oteur Mapdnl pe3ko oTkpbl m1a3a. Ero nuio nckasuia rpu-
Maca roeBa. OH MeJIJIEHHO MOIHSIICS, OKU/IbIBAs B3IJISIOM MPHU-
TUXIINX CITyTHUKOB.

— UYro, pazomiienn? 3a0bLIH, 32a4eM MPUIILIN? — MPOPHIYa
OH, C TPYJIOM C/EPKUBasI IPOCTb.

OcrasnbHble, MOMSTHIE U COHHbIE, HAUaIu MOAHUMAThCs. Kto-
TO MOTSATMBAJICS, KTO-TO paCTUPAJI 3aTEKIIMEe KOHEYHOCTH. ToJb-
ko MBaH coxpaHsi1 00ApOCTh U COOPAHHOCTD.

— Ilopa aBurarbcsi gasiblie, — PEIIMTEbHO MPOU3HEC OH.
— Jlo TEeMHOTBI HY’KHO YCTIETh TIPOUTH KaK MOXHO OOJIBIIIE.

Oterr Mapdwl, BeE ernié pazapaxk€HHbIN, Haual coOuparh CBOU
Bely. Ero nBuxkeHust ObUlM pe3KUMHU, MOYTU arpecCUBHBIMMU.

— JlaBaiite ObICTpee! — MOTOPONIII OH OCTaJIbHBIX. — Bpe-
MsI He XKIET.

OpauH 13 MyKUKOB OCMOTpeJICsl BOKPYT. Ero B3msn crai my-
CTbIM, OYJITO OH YBHJIEJ YTO-TO cTpaiiHoe. OH 3aMeTHI1 BOJIKOB,
KOTOpbIEe OPOAVIIY BIAJIEKE OT HUX. - YXOIUM He CIiela, 9to Obl
OHM Haac He 3aMEeTUJIM - cKazas oter] Mapdsl.

— CMmortpute! — BAPYr BOCKJIMKHYJ OAWH U3 MYKUYWH, yKa-
3biBasi Ha He00. — CosHIle AEUCTBUTEBHO MOYTH cello. Kak Mbl
MOIJIM ITPOCTIATh TaK JIOJIr0?

Bce 3amepru, BrisiibiBasich B OarpoBbIi TUCK, ME/IJIEHHO TIO-



rpyXaloImuics 3a JaepeBbs. HeecTecTBEHHO OBICTPO HACTYIHII
BEYep.

— He Hpasurcs mHe 310, — Tipodopmotan MBan, nocraBast
Torop. — CJIMIIKOM YX yAa4yHO Mbl mpocnaiu. Bynaro KTo-to
3aCTaBUJI HAC.

Otent Map@dsl, HAXMYPUBILUCH, IEPEKPECTUIICA:

— JHloBonbHO pasroBopoB. HyxHo uaru. [loka coBcem He
CTEMHEJIO.

['pynma nBuHYNack Brepen, Tenepb yxke ¢ OOJbIei HaCTOPO-
JKEHHOCThI0. Kaxx b1l 1ar qaBasics Tpy/Hee, a JIEC BOKPYT CJIOB-
HO CTAaHOBWJICS T'YILIE Y HETIpUBETIMBee. TponuHKa, Ipexae ei-
Ba 3aMeTHasl, Ternepb OyITO MeTsia, yBOAsA MyTHUKOB BCE ITy0-
K€ B yallly.

— Jlepxutech BMecTe, — TUXO IpuKaszan orer; Mapgpr. —
He Tepsiite apyr apyra u3 BULY.

B otBeT pazpanock Herpomkoe cornacue. Bece nonumanu: Bie-
peau MX KIET YTO-TO CTPAILHOE, U TOJIBKO BMECTE Y HUX €CTh
IIaHC BUKUTH. OHU ABUHYJIUCH JAJIbIIE IO U3BWJIMCTOM TPOIHAH-
Ke, KOTopasi CJIOBHO UIrpajia ¢ MyTHUKAMU, TO orudasi epeBbsl, TO
pasnesnssach Ha JBe, YTOObl BHOBb COEqUHUTHCS Briepeau. ComH-
1€ YK€ TIOYTU CKPbUIOCH 32 TOPU30HTOM, MOrpyKast JIEC B 37I0BE-
1I1€ CYMEPKHU.

BHe3zanHo pa3fancs KOpOTKUM MIOPOX CYXUX JIMCTHEB HA 3€M-
Jie, OyITO KTO-TO OCTOPOKHO MPOBEI 10 HUM Horoit. OTpsif pes-
KO OOEpHYJICS, B UCITyTe 3aCThIB Ha MecTe. VIX B3IJIsIbl METaINCh
10 TEMHBIM OYE€PTAHUSAM JIECA, IIBITASICH PA3IVIAAETh YIPO3Yy.



B stor momenT MBaHy noka3asaoce, YTO OH BUAMT JIBUKCHHE
MEXAy JIepeBbsIMU — OyITO TEHW CTAIU TUIOTHEe, IpuoOpen
OuepTaHus BOJKOB, TOTOBSIIUXCA K MpblKKY. Ho korna on mpu-
CMOTpeEJICSl BHUMATEJIbHEE, TEHU CJIOBHO PACTBOPUIIUCH B CyMpPa-
Ke.

HoBbli IOpOX pa3gaiicsl ¢ MPOTHUBOMNOJIOKHOU CTOPOHBI. Te-
MIEPb YK€ BCE YCIBIIAIN €r0 — MPUITYIIEHHBIN 3BYK, OT KOTO-
POro BOJIOCH BCTa/IU JbI0OM. My KUMHbI TOBEPHYJIUCH KaK OJ1H,
UX cepua KOJIOTUIIUCh TaK CUIIBHO, YTO, Ka3aJ10Ch, UX CTYK CJIbl-
LIIEH 32 KWIOMETP.

Crpax, Kakoro OHY He UCTIBITHIBAJIM HUKOI/IA MPEkK/Ie, CKOBaJ
UX JAYIIY JIEISSHBIMU TUCKAMU. DTO ObUT HE MTPOCTO CTpax mepen
JVKUMH 3BEPSIMU UJTM OTIACHOCTBIO — 3TO OBUIO HEUTO TMEPBO-
OBITHOE, ITYOUHHOE, MTPOOYK/IatoIIee IPEeBHAE MHCTUHKTHI.

— bexum! — 3akpuyan orery Mapgsl, 1 €ro rojioc Ipoxan
OT HalpsKEeHUs.

He croBapuBasich, OHA OPOCHIIMCH BIIEPEN, TPOAUPAsICh Uepe3
KycTbl. OCTpble BETKM XJIECTAJIM TIO JIMIIAM, PBAJIA ONEXK]Y, HO
HUKTO He oOparian Ha 9To BHUMaHus. Kax/plil mar naBacs ¢
TpyZIoM, Oy/ITO caMa 3eMJIsl COMPOTUBIISIIACH UX OEICTBY.

— AAAAA!!! — paznancs aymiepazaupaoiiuil KpUK OIHO-
r0 U3 MYXUHH.

OcranpHble npoAokamu OexaTb, HE OCMEIUBASCh OCTAHO-
BUTBCS U IOCMOTPETh, YTO CIAYYUIIOCh C UX ToBapuileM. [laHnka
MPUTYTINAJIA YYBCTBO TOBAPUILIECTBA, IPEBPATUB X B 3aTHAHHBIX
3BEPEU.



KycTtbl, Ka3zanoch, HUKOTJa He 3akoHYarcs. Pe3kuii mopeiB
BETpa MPOHECCS HAJ JIECOM, M B TOT MOMEHT SIpKasi BCIIBIIIIKA
MOJTHUM O3apujia MECTHOCTh MEPTBEHHBIM cBeToM. Ha MrHoBe-
HUE CTaJI0 BUAHO, KaK JIEPEBbsi BOKPYI CIOBHO HAKJIOHWIUCH K
3emJie, OYJITO TOTOBSICh CXBaTUTh OEIJIEIOB.

Korna KycTsl HaKOHeI] Opeieiv, OHA OCTAHOBUIIUCD, TSIKEJIO
apima. Mx cepiia Beg e KOJOTHINCh, 4 B yIax CTOSUT 3BOH.

— Yro 310 6bUT0? U Te OMH U3 HAIUX ?! — CIPOCKIT OIMH
U3 MYKHKOB, €r0 T0JIOC IpOXKaJl.

Tpu nocienoBaTebHbIE BCIIBIIIKYA MOJTHUM OCBETHIIU KYTKYIO
KapTUHY Mepe/l HUMU: MEXKY JePEBbsIMU, B HECKOJIBKHUX IIarax
OT HUX, BUCEJIO TEJI0 HECYACTHOTIO.

BeTBu 1epeBbeB OMyTasld €ro pyKu M HOTH, CJIOBHO MayTHHA.
Cyubsi KperKo JepxKaju KePTBY B BO3AyXE, BCETO B MOIyMETpe
OT 3eMJIU.

Pé6pa HecuacTHOro ObUTM BBIBEPHYTHI HAPYKY, 00pasysl KyT-
KyI0 petI€TKy. Yepes 3Ty peleTKy MyTHUKHA MOIJIM BUJETh, KaK
BHYTPEHHOCTU ME[IJICHHO BBIBAJIMBAIOTCS HAPYXKY, MMAavKasl 3eM-
JII0 TEMHBIMH CT'YCTKaMHU.

B 3T0T MOMEHT HeOO mpope3asia mepBas MOJHHS, OCBETHUB
cTpalHyio KaptuHy. Ha MrHoBeHue crano BUJHO, Kak Cydbs Ae-
PEBbEB MEJJIEHHO JIBUTAIOTCSI, CJIOBHO KMBbIE MAJIbIIbI, MPOJOI-
*kKasi Tep3aTh TeJo.

Bropas monHMS ynapuia coBcem OM3KO, U B €€ CBETe CTaJIO
OTYETIMBO BUJHO, KaK BETBU TSHYT KEPTBY B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI,
pas3pbiBasi IIIOTh.



KpoBb cTekana no creosiam AepeBbeB, Karaja Ha 3eMJII0, CMe-
HIMBASCh C TPA3BIO.

Orter; Map@pl, 3aCTBIBIINN OT YKaca, HAKOHEI] CMOT BbIIABUTh
u3 ceds1 xpurioe: — bexum!

Ho Obu10 mo3aHo. [lepeBbsi BOKPYT 3allleBeTUINCh, CJIOBHO
poOyxaasack 0To cHa. Cyubsi MOTSHYJIUCH K ITyTHUKAM, TOTOBbIS
CXBaTUTh UX TaK ke, KaK CXBATWJIM HeCYacTHOro Oejoary.

— locrioau, noMuUTy#! — TOJIBKO U yCIIeN IPOIIENTATh OIMH
U3 MYKMKOB, MPEXK/]E YEM ThMa MOIJIOTHIIA €r0 KPUK.

My K4MHBI 3aCTHUIH, TAPAIM30BaHHbIE ykacoM. OHM NOHSIH,
YTO CTOJIKHYJIMCh C YeM-TO KyJa OoJiee CTpalllHbIM, YeM MOIJIU
ceOe npeactaBuTh. Y Tenepb OHU ObUIM HE MPOCTO B OMACHOCTU
— OHM OBUTH OOpEUYEHBI.
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