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Omna ObUTa HUKEM — YJIMYHOUW TaHIOBIIUIIEH, Ubsl )KM3Hb CTOMJIA MeAsKOB. Ho B
Ty HOYb, KOI'ZIa €€ MaJIbIbl KOCHYJIMCh BOIBI, MUP TNIEPEBEPHYIICS. Mupa yBuuena
yOMICTBO JKPUIIBL, a B €€ pyKe okazajcs KuHxai. OOBUHEHUE B KOJIOBCTBE,
apecr, Ka3Hb Ha paccere. EnuHcTBeHHBIN 11aHC — Vcnibitanue Tpéx 3epka, us
KOTOpPOro HUKTO He Bo3Bpawaica.Ho 3epkana He BpyT. OHUM MTOKa3aau npaBay:
Mupa — HacneHuIa TPeCToNa, YKpaJAeHHasl B MJIaIEHYECTBE, & HBIHEIIHUM TPUHI]
— camo3BaHell. Termeps Ha He€ OXOTUTCS TalHbIN opjieH TeHu, a e€ coOCTBeHHAs
KPOBb MPOOYKJaeT APEBHIO Marvio — CMech CBeTa M ThMbl.Mupa He uckasa
Biactu. Ho TpoH kIET, Bparu He JPeMITIOT, & EAMHCTBEHHBIM, KOMY OHA JTOBEpPSIET,
— KamnuTaH cTpaxu TuaH — rotoB ymepeTh 3a He€. UToOsl ciacTu Mup, e
NpUAETCS TPUHSTh TEMHYIO YacTh ceOsl U BBIOpaTh: CTaTh OCKOJIKOM ITPOIILJIOrO —
WU CBETOM OYIIyIIEro.
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Ousra Ecdbumona
OckoJxu JIynnoro Tpona

IIpoJior

Jlynnoui ceem Huxozoa ne nzan. O Obln eOUHCMBEHHBIM C8UOemeneM,
Komopwlli He ymen ymorwamo. Ho 6 my Houb Oajice ayHma 3aKpviia Auuo
obnakamu — OYOmo He Xomena 8Uensv Mozo, Yo MEoPUNOCH 8 KOPONEECKOM
dsopue.

Omna Gexasia M0 MPaMOPHBIM KOpUOpaM, NMpUAKUMAasi K Ipyau TEMJbIA CBEPTOK. MaseHbKast
JIeBOYKA He TUIaKaja — CTPAHHO, He TUIaKajia, XOTs JO/bKHA Obuta. MiajeHel craj, CIOBHO 4YyB-
CTBOBAJI, YTO TUIIMHA — €JUHCTBEHHOE criaceHne. Haus, yxe Hemosonas XKeHIMHa ¢ CEAUHOU B
BOJIOCAX, CJIBIINAJIA 32 CIIMHOM TOIOT TSKEIBIX calor — crpaxa umrneparopa. Her, He ummneparopa.
Tenepb 310 ObLIA cTpaka Jlean Jlenpr.

— Croii! ImeHeM KOpOJIEBCKOro JoMa! — KpuJayu c3au.

Ho oHna He ocranaBimmBanack. OHa 3HaJIa, YTO 3HAYUT OCTAHOBUTHCS. B e€ pykax Obuta He mpo-
CTO JeBOYKA — B HEll TeKJa JIyHHasl KpOBb, YKMCTasl, KaK Boja B CBAIIEHHOM (poHTaHe. OHa Obuia
BTOPOH U3 ABOWHM, TOM, Koro Jlena nmprukasana youTs, 9ToOBI Ha TPOHE OCTAJICS TOJIBKO OIMH HACTIe/I-
HUK. Ho HsAHSA ycnena BHIXBAaTUTD €€ M3 KOJBIOEH, KOTIa OrOHb yKe TIOKUPAJl AETCKYIO.

JIBopen ropen. TbMa 1 TuIaMsi cMenanuch B €IMHBIN Xaoc. JKeHIyHa BeiOekana Ha OAJIKOH,
BBIXOAMBIIMI B cajl. [lepuiia OblM XOJIOQHBI, U BETEP PBAJ €€ OEK/IbI.

— Ornait pe6€HKa, u 51 coxpaHio Tede xu3Hb! — ronoc Jlenu Jlenpl paspancs nosaau. Oxa
CTOslJIa B J1BepsAX OaJIKOHA, e€ Oelioe uiaThe ObUIO MCMAYKAHO Cakel, HO JIMIO OCTaBaIOCh CIIOKOM-
HBIM, TIOYTH Oe3MATEXKHBIM. B pykax oHa Aepxkasia KHHXaJl C BHITPABUPOBAHHBIM JTYHHBIM CHIMBOJIOM.

Hansa npuxana 1eBouKy K rpyau M 3acMestiach. THXO, TOPBKO.

— Th1 gymaenib, 4yTo MOKeIIb nepenucarh cyapOy, Jlena? — ckasana oHa, rsas Ha ¢aBo-
putky. — Thl He 3Haelllb [1aBHOTO. Y JIYHHOTO CBeTa HeT X03s1eB. Eci Thl yObEIIb €€, JTyHa BEpHET
e€ B IpyroM OOIMYHH.

— bpennu crapoit BenpMel, — oTpesana Jlenga u marnysa Brepen.

Ho uans yxe nepemaxnyna yepe3 nepwia. OHa He pa3OMIach — OHa yrajia B IyCThie KPOHbI
JPEBHUX AEPEBbEB, TOCAKEHHBIX €IIE MIEPBBIM UMIIEPATOPOM. BETBM Llapanaiv MO, pBaJI OEKIY,
HO OHa Jiepkajia peOE€HKa TaK KPErKo, YTO KOCTSIIKY MajibleB rnodenenu. OHa yrnana Ha BIaXHYIO
3eMJTI0, OLIYTHJIA 3arax MpesbIX JUCThEB U COOCTBEHHOW KpoBU. JleBOUKa, HAKOHEI, 3aIulakaa.

— Tec, TMXO, MOSI MaJIeHbKas1, — IpoOUIeNTala HsAHS, OIHUMAACh HAa HOTHU, XpoMas. — Tbl
IOJKHA MOTYaTh. Thl JOJKHA OBITH HUKEM, YTOOBI CTaTh BCEM.

Ona noGeskaia K KaJIuTKe B CaIoBOH CTeHe, OTKYJa HAYMHAJICS MyTh K TOpoAy. 3a e€ CIMHOM
ABOPEL] TOJIbIXaJT, M KPUKH CIIYT TOHYJIM B peBe IuiameHu. OHa He oOepHynack. OHa 3Haja, YTo UMIle-
parop yke MEPTB, YTO UCTHUHHBII HAC/IETHUK YOUT, a CAMO3BAHEL] YK€ JIE)KUT B KOJIBIOSTN — ChIH
Jleap! OT HEM3BECTHOIO OTLIA.

VY KanuTKy cTOsA cTapblid cagoBHUK. OH MOT4a OTKPBLI € ITPOXOJ, ¥ CYHYJI B PYKH XOJIILOBBIN
MEILOK C JIENEIKAMU U BOJIOU.

— OHa BbIKMBET? — CHPOCHJI OH, IS Ha peOEHKa.

— JlomkHa, — oTBeTMIIA HAHA. — Sl oTIaM e€ TaHnopam Ha romaan. OHY Haydar e€ MO4aTh.
Onu Hayyar €€ BUETh CKBO3b BOLY.

U ona ymna. E€ cnienpl ncyesnu B HOUM, CJIMBIIUCH C TEHSIMU, OCTABIISAS 32 COOOH TOJIBKO MeTed
Y OJIHY HEpasraJlaHHylo TaiiHy. B Toil TaiiHe OblJI0 UMsI — MMs1, KOTOPOE HUKTO HE TIOMHUL.
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Ho nyna nomHuuna.

[Ipouuto neBATHAaALATS JIET.

Ha nmnomanu Crpysmerics JlyHsl, y ctaporo (poHTaHa, A€BYIIKA B IPOCTOM XUTOHE TaHLIEBaJIa
T10]1 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYMKOB Ha IIUKOIOTKaX. E€ Bomock oTMBam cepedpom, KOorja CBeT Majial Ha HUX
c HeGa. OHa He 3Hana, KTo oHa. OHa He 3Haja, 4To B €€ KujlaxX Te4eT KpoBb ApeBHero poaa. OHa He
3HaJIa, YTO e€ OTpakeHHe CIIOCOOHO BUJIETh TO, YETO HE BUAECIH JIaXe OOTH.

Omna 3Basia ce6s1 Mupa — ums1, KOTOpOE el JaJIi yIM4Hble TaHIOBIIHIIEL. 1 oHa 1axke He moao-
3peBajia, YTO COBCEM CKOPO el MPEICTOUT y3HATh, KAKOBO 3TO — OBITh HE MPOCTO TEHBIO, OTPAKEH-
HOW Ha BOJIE, & OCKOJIKOM TPOHA, KOTOPbII BOT-BOT PACKOJIET BCE KOPOJIEBCTBO.

Ho Ta HOYb e1g He HacTynuia.

INoka uto Mupa ynsibanace Tonre, OpocaBileil el MesKy, U e€ OOChble HOTU KacaluCh Mpo-
XJIAJHOTO KaMHs, a B INIyOMHe (DOHTaHa, B CAaMOW TEMHOM BOJIE, YKe TAWJICS TOT CaMblid KWHKall — C
JIyHHBIM CUMBOJIOM, ITOKPBITBIA €1I€ HE OCThIBLIEN KPOBBIO ITIABHOM KPUILIBI.

Cynp0a He cripalmBaeT, rotoBa Jiv Thl. OHa MPOCTO MPUXOAUT.

— Ockonok, komopozo He xeamano. Tol — moti omeem.

I'onoc umneparopa, cnenoro u craporo, Mpo3Byyaa B OTPaXEHUH BOAbI 32 JIOJII0 MTHOBEHUS
IO TOro, Kak BCE HAYAJIOCh.

Ho Mupa 31010 He yciblana — MoKa 4To.
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I'naBa 1. Tanen Ha Boae

Kamens o1 60cbiMu HOraMu ObUT XOJIOIHBIM, KaK JIEN, HO Mupa IMpUBBIKJIa K 3TOMYy X0Jony. OH
ObLT €€ eIMHCTBEHHBIM IMOCTOSIHHBIM CITyTHUKOM — XOJIOfI KaMHEH, X0JIOf BOIIbI B (DOHTaHE, X001~
HBIA B3IJISI CTPAKHUKOB, KOTOpPbIE HUKOI/IA HE CMOTpEIU Ha He€ Kak Ha 4enoBeka. OHa Oblia TaH-
LOBIIMLEH, YIUYHOW IEBYOHKOM, KOTOPas Moyvyasa MeJsIKH 3a TO, UTO KPYKHWJIach MO/ JIYHOU, IOKa
ropo’kaHe MUJIM BUHO U CMEsUTUCh HaJ| €€ OeIHOCTBIO.

Ho ceromHst Beuepom uTo-TO OBUIO MHAYE.

Mupa crosiia y Kpasg MpaMOpPHOro (poHTaHa, U €€ Majblibl CIerKa MOAparuBasiv, KOIa OHA
TIOTPABJIsLIA KOJIOKOJIBYMKY Ha IMUKOJIOTKaX. VIX 3BOH JIOJIKEH ObLT OBITh BECENTBIM, CBET/IBIM, TAKUM,
YTOOBI 3arTyIIIATh HErPOMKUH I'yJl Tojmbl. OHa Beeraa HauYMHaa TaHell ¢ KOJIOKOJIBYMKOB — 3TO ObLI
puTyas, MaJIeHbKasl JIOXb, KOTOPYIO OHa TOBOpwJIa cede mepej1 KaxkIbM BeicTyIuieHneM: «CeromHs s
npocto TaHiyw. CerogHs s HUKOro He yBuKy. Huuero He ciyuutcs».

Ho ona nrana. Kaxnpiid pa3, koraa e€ najiblpl KacalMch BOIbI, CIy4asloch 4To-T0. CHavana 3o
OBbLIM MPOCTO TEHU, MEJIbKAIOIINE Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH J1yk. [IoTOM — JrI1a, KOTOPBIX OHA HUKOTAA HE
BCTpeyvasia, HO KOTOpble CMOTpENIU Ha He€ ¢ Takol O0Jblo, UTO y He€ mepexBaThiBasio IpixaHue. Co
BPEMEHEM OHA Hay4yWJlachb HE CMOTPETh B BOJY CJIMIIKOM JOJITO, HE 3a[epKUBATh B3IVISA] HA OTpa-
KEHUSX, IPUTBOPSATHCS, YTO OHA MPOCTO YCTaBLIAs WM YTO COJIHLE ocieruisger miaza. Ho ceronus
BEUYEPOM OHa HE MOIJIa MO3BOIUTH cebe He cMoTpeTh. CeromHs Tuioniaap Oblia MOJTHA HApOMy, U
Cpeau 3pUTeJiel CTOsT caM KOMAaHJOp CTPAKU — MY:KYMHA C TAaTYMPOBKOM IMOJyMecsla Ha JIEBOU
11eKe, CUMBOJIOM BEPXOBHOM BJIACTH B ropofie. Eciu oHa ommoOETcs, eciv CIOTKHETCS I, UTO XYKe,
€CJIM BOJIa MOKAXET YTO-TO, YTO €M HE CIEAYET BUIETh, — €€ KJIET He MPOCTO HacMmelka. E€ xaer
JO3HaHUe. A 103HaHue B JIyHHOM KOpPOJIEBCTBE BCETAA 3aKaHUMBAETCS OHUM: KOCTPOM HWJIM BEUHOU
ccbuikor B Ilycromm.

Mupa riryOoKo BJIOXHYJIA U yiIbiOHYIack. OHa yMmena yibl0aThCs TaK, YTO JIaKe camble CypOBBIC
KYIIIH CMSTYAINCh U Opocaiv B €€ MeIHbIN MOIHOC JIMIIHIOK MoHeTy. OHa yJIbIOHY/Iach U cefvac,
KOI/a MOJHSJIa PyKU BBEPX, M KOJIOKOJBUMKH THUXO 3BAKHYJIM, CJIOBHO JaBasi CUTHAJ K HaYaly.

Tonma 3atuxna. KTo-To U3 ropoxaH yxe 3Hajl €€ BBICTYIUIEHUE, KTO-TO BHUJEN €€ BIIEpPBBHIE.
Mupa crosiia HEeNOABUKHO HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHMI, UyBCTBYs1, KaK BETEP C PEKU KACAETCH €€ IIEK, KaK
B BOJIOCAX IyTAIOTCSI cepeOpsIHBIC JICHTHI, KOTOPBIE €l Toapriia ctapas BhIIIMBAIBIIHIA ¢ Oa3apa.
OHa HOocuIIa UX KaXIbli Beuep, IOTOMY YTO OHM HallOMUHAJIM €M, 4TO JaXe B €€ )KU3HU €CTh MECTO
IUIs1 KPacOTBHI.

My3bIKaHT C JIOTHEH — celoi CTapuK Mo UMeHH Xblo, KOTOPBIA Opaji ¢ Heé IiaTy pOBHO
BIIOJIOBUHY €€ 3apa0oTKa — Havajl nepeOuparh CTpyHbl. Menonus Oblla MeIJICHHOM, TATYYel, Kak
BOJIa B KaHAJIaxX, 4TO MepeceKkayi cTomiyy. Mupa 3akpbuia m1a3a 1 o3BoJinia Tesy aBurarbes. OHa
He lyMaJia o I1arax, o lloBOpoTax, O TOM, Kak Hy’KHO CruOaTh KMUCTU ¥ HAKJIOHATD ToJIoBy. OHa IpocTo
Cllyllana My3bIKy, a €€ TeJO IO BCE OCTAIbHOE.

[epBbii1 kpyr. OHa CKOJIb3HYJIA BAOJL (DOHTAHA, OCTABJIAS HA BIAKHOM KaMHE MOKPBIE CIIE/bl.
Bropoii Kpyr — pyKH pacrnaxHyJIUCh, U cepeOpsiHble HUTH Ha €€ XMUTOHE BCIIBIXHYJIM B CBETE Marmue-
ckux (poHapeil. TpeTuit Kpyr — OHa MOTHSIACh HA HOCOYKH U KPYTaHYJach TaK ObICTPO, UTO KOJIO-
KOJIUMKHU 3a3BEHENM KaK COTHSI MaJIeHbKMX KOJIOKOJIOB. Tosma ogoOpuTeNbHO 3arysiena, U KT0-TO
Opocun MoHeTy. Mupa Buziena KpaeM I71a3a, Kak OHa yraja B MOIHOC, U Ha MTHOBEHUE MO3BOJIIIA
ce0e y/IOBOJILCTBUE — MAaJICHbKYI0, TEILTYIO TOPIOCTh 32 TO, UTO OHA BCE elI€ yMeeT paloBaTh JIIOJEH.

Ho notom my3bika yckopuiiack. Xblo epele Ha ObICTPBI PUTM, TOT, YTO OOBIYHO COMPOBOXK-
nan «Tanen Oeryieit Boabl» — e€ KOPOHHbIN HoMep. Mupa 1okHa Oblta Oesxath Mo Kpaio (poHTaHa,
MepenpbIruBaTh Yepe3 CTPyH, KacaThCsl BOIbl HOCKAMU U MPOJIOJIKATh KPYKUTHCS. DTO OBUIO OIMACHO,
0COOEHHO KOrIjla KaMHM MOKpbIe, HO OHa Jie/ajia 9T0 COTHH, pa3 U HU pa3y He ynana. CerogHs He
ObLIO IPUYMH [JIs TTaJICHUS].
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OHa OTTONKHYJIACh OT KaMHS, ceJiajia JiBa ObICTpPBIX IIara, MpbirHyia. Boga poHTaHa mogHs-
JIach BBEPX MEJIKUMU OpbI3raMu U oKaTuia e€ Joablkku. OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIA MPOXJIay Ha KOXKE, IyB-
CTBOBaJIa, KaK KOJIOKOJIbYUKY 3BEHSAT B TAKT ABMKEHUSAM. M B TOT caMblii MUT, KOT/ia €€ rpaBasi Hora
KOCHYJIaCh BOJIbI, a JIeBasi YK€ OTPbIBIACh OT KaMHs, OHa HA MTHOBEHME OITyCTHJIA B3IJISI]I.

Bona Obina riagkoi, Kak Y€pHoe CTeksI0. B Hell oTpaxaiock 3BE3/1HOe He0O U e€ cOOCTBEHHOE
JIMILIO, UCKaXEHHOE pUTMOM TaHia. Ho BMecTo Toro, 4roOsl yBuaeTh ceOs, Mupa yBujena coBceM
Jpyroe.

Bupenue npuIiuio He Kak KapTuHa, a Kak ynap. OHa Bujiena Kejiblo — HeOOJIbIIoe TIOMEIIeHe
C KaMEHHBIMH CTeHaMH, OCJIBIMU TKaHsSMU Ha CTeHaX W 30JI0ThIM JIYHHBIM CHUMBOJIOM HaJ| BXOJIOM.
10 ObLJTa KeJIbsI IJIABHOM KpHllbl Xpama JlynHoro Ceeta. Mupa HuKoOra He ObIBajia TaM, HO oYeMy-
TO 3HaJIA KOKAYI0 TPEIIMHY Ha IMOJy, KaXJoe MITHO CBETa, Majailee U3 y3koro okHa. Ha momy
Jle’kasia cama JKpulla — BBICOKAs KEHINWHA C JUTMHHBIMU CEeJIBIMU BOJIOCAMU, B OEJIbIX ONCSHUSX,
WCMAYKaHHBIX KPOBbIO. E€ Tpy/ib TSkKe0 B3AbIMAJIACh, OHA TBITAJIACH MPUTIOAHATHCS HA JIOKTSX, HO
PYKH IpOXKaJIH.

Ypbs-TO TEHb 3aCJIOHWIIA CBET OT OKHA. JKpulia noBepHyJia rojoBy K 1Bepy, 1 Mupa yBujena e€
JIMIIO — U3MOXJIEHHOE, HO He hcmyranHoe. JKeHIuHa CMOTpesia Ha TOro, KTO CTOsUT Ha TIOpore, U B
e€ B3mIs/ie ObUIO TOJTBKO yauBIieHHe. CIIOBHO OHA OXH/IaJIa KOTO YTOIHO, HO HE 3TOTO YeJIOBeKa.

— Thl... — nmpowenTaia xpuua. — 3ayem?

Bmecro orBeta — sis3r metaiia. KTo-to BeIXBaTWI KMHXKAJI, 1 Mupa yBuiena je3Bue —
OCTpOE, C BHITPABUPOBAHHBIM HA PYKOSITU JIYHHBIM CHMMBOJIOM. Tako# ke CUMBOJ OBUT Ha JIBEPSX
Xpama, Ha TepOe mpaBsiiei AuHacTum. KuHkan MeJTbKHYI B BO3ayXe, 1 Mupa xoTesia 3aKpruJarh, HO
HE MOIJIa U3/1aTh HU 3BYKA.

Vnap.

Kpuria ynanga HaB3HUYb, M KPOBb XJIBIHYJIA U3 €€ IPyau, pa3iuBasich no noiy. Ho ona ycnena
BBIJIOXHYTh OHO CJI0BO. U 3TO ClIOBO OBLIO: «Mupa.

Bunenue ucyesno Tak ke BHE3alHO, Kak W MOSBUIIOCh. Mupa NMo4YyBCTBOBaJIA, Kak €€ HOI'M
COCKAJIb3bIBAIOT C MOKPOTO KaMHSI, U MOHSA, uTo najaaeT. OHa ynapuiach KoJeHsMU 0 OOpTHK (hOH-
TaHa, MOTOM IJIEYOM — O MPaMOPHYIO TIJIUTY, M HAKOHEII, OKa3aJ1ach CUJISIIEN B BOjie, KOTOpast JOXO-
auia ef 1o Tauvu. XoJoaHas Bofa 000XKIIa KOKY, OHA 3aKalllIsyIach, 3aXJIeOHYBITUCH COOCTBEHHOM
pacTepsIHHOCTHIO.

Tonma axnyna. Kto-To 3acmesiicsi, KTO-TO yIUBJIEHHO OXHYJ. Mupa cuaena B (hOHTaHEe, MOK-
past, cOuTas ¢ TOJIKY, U MbITAJIACh IOHSATH, YTO TOJILKO UTO Ipor3oiiuio. OHa Bujiena youictso. Hacro-
stee youicTBo. ImaBHo# sxputipl. Toid, KOTOPYI0O OHA HUKOTJA HE BCTpeyasa B )KU3HH, HO YbE JIMIIO
OHa Terepb 3alIOMHUT HaBCET/A.

— DH, THI B OpsiiKe? — KPUKHYJ KTO-TO U3 TOJIBL. DTO ObUT MaJIbUHUIIIKA-PA3HOCUMK, KOTO-
Pblii YacTo poJaBall CJaJOCTH PSIOM C TUIOLIA/IBIO.

Mupa mojHsIa rojioBy 1 MOMBITANIACH YABIOHYTHCS, HO €€ YIbIOKa BhITILIa KpuBoi. OHA MOYyB-
CTBOBaJIa, KaK IO IIeKe TEYET YTO-TO TEIJIOe — HAaBEPHOE, KPOBb U3 1IAPAIIMHBI, OCTABJIEHHOW KaM-
HEM.

— Bcé xopomo, — cka3zaia oHa, BCTaBasi HA HOTU U OTpsixvBas nopo. Boma crekana c e€
XHUTOHA, U KOJIOKOJIBYMKH KaioOHO 3BeHen. — [IpocTo mockosnb3Hynack. JIEM Ha KaMHSIX.

Ho ona 3Hana, uro n€x 6pu1 HYU 1py 4€M. OHA TIOCKOJIBb3HYJIACh, IOTOMY UTO BUJIEHHE BBIOUJIO
e€ u3 TaHua. BuaeHue, B KOTOPOM yMUpaoLas KeHIIMHA Ha3Bajla €€ UMs.

Mupa Beiiuia u3 (poHTaHa, CTymas Ha KaMeHb. E€ 3yObl cTyuay oT X0J10/1a, ¥ OHa CKaJla PyKU B
KYJIaKH, YTOOBI YHATH APOXKb. MY3bIKaHT yKe IepecTasl Urparh, ¥ TUIOMIAIb IOrPy3nIach B HEJIOBKYIO
TUIIMHY. KTO-TO U3 3eBak yxke Hauasl pacXOIUThCs, pa30uapOBaHHBIN TEM, UTO 1110y 3aKOHYMIIOCh. Ho
Mupa 3ameTmiia, Kak HECKOJIbKO CTPaXXHUKOB, CTOSIIIIUX HA KPalo IO/, HACTOPOKEHHO Meperis-
Hy/MCh. VIX KaruTaH, TOT CaMblid ¢ TATYUPOBKOM MOTyMECSIIA, MEIJIEHHO HAITPABUJICS B €€ CTOPOHY.

— JleBymika, — Hayal oH. — Bbl paHeHs1?
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Mupa nokauasa rojioBoi, HO BAPYT IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA CTPAHHYIO TSKECTh B IpaBol pyke. OHa
paszKkaia Kylak, ¥ ¢ € JIAIOHH ynajl Ha KaMeHb MpeJMeT, KOTOpbId OHa paHblle He nepkana. OH
3BSIKHYJI, OTpakas CBeT Marmueckux poHapei, 1 Mupa 3acTbuia, IJs/s Ha Hero.

Ito 6buT KUHKaL. ToT cambiii. C JIyHHBIM CHMBOJIOM Ha pykositu. Ha jie3Buu Onectena cBexas,
elI€ He 3an€KIasacsa KpoBb.

Mupa He Morna Jpimarh. OHa cCMOTpesia Ha KMHXKaJ, JISKal|id y €€ HOT, U He TIOHUMaJIa, KakK
OH momna B e€ pyky. OHa He Opaina ero. He Bunena ero no Bujenus. He kacanach ero. M Bcé xe oH
OBLT 3/1eCh — MaTepUATbHBIN, XOJIOIHBIN, OKPOBABJICHHBIM.

— Yro... — npouenTaia OHa, HO He ycresa 3aKOHUYUTh MBICIIb.

— DTO KUHXKaJ TJIABHOM KPHIIbI, — CKa3aJl KOMaHAUP CTPaXH, MOJAHAMAS €T0 JBYMs MasTb-
[IaMH, CJIOBHO OOsICh MCMavKatbcs. — JIyHHBIN KuHkan. Kaxaplii u3 HaC 3HAeT, KaK OH BBITJISIIUT.
OH Bcerga B Xxpame, XpaHutcs nof antapém. Uro oH nenaet y 1edst?

Mupa cMoTpena Ha KOMaHJ¥pa v BUjIeNa, Kak ero Juio MeHsiercsl. CHavasa ObljIo HeIoyMeHue,
MOTOM — TIOJIO3PEHUE, a 3aTeM — KECTKasl, XOJIOHAs YBEPEHHOCTb.

— 4 nHe 3Hal0, — BBIOXHY/MA OHa. — KisHych, s He 3Haw! S nmpocto TanueBana! Kro-to
MoIOPOCUJT er0 MHe, ToKa 5 ynana! B Bone!

Omna obepHyach K (poHTaHY, HO BOJa ObUIA CIIOKOWHA, ¥ HUKAKOTO JIPYroro mpeMeTa TaM He
obu10. Tonma 3aryaena rpomue. Kro-To yxe Hauan kpudath: «OHa youna xpuity!», «KomnayHabs!»,
«Coxrute ee!».
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Mupa oTcTynuia Ha 1iar, motTom Ha Bropoi. E€ cepatie 6mnochk rae-To B roplie, ¥ OHa 9yBCTBO-
BaJIa, KaK MaHWKa MOJHUMAETCSl OTKYAA-TO U3 )KMBOTA, 3aJIMBast BCE TEJO JIEISHBIM yKaCOM.

— 1 Huvero He genanal — 3akpuyana oHa. — 51 Buzena, kak e€ yowmu! 4 Bunena denoBeka!
My:)x4rHa B YEPHOM ILIallle, OH CTOSUT Y IBepH, 1 oH yaapwi e€! Ou 31eck! OH ObLT B TONIIE!

Omna o0OBeJa B3MISIIOM ILIOIIA/Ib, TIBITASCh HAUTH TOTO CHITYIT, KOTOPOrO OHA MEJTbKOM BHENA
repesi HayaJloM TaHua. Toro yesioBeka B TEMHOM KaIlIOLIOHE, KOTOPBI CMOTpEN Ha HEE CIMIIKOM
npuctasibHo. Ho ceituac ero we Obu10. Ilommanp Obl1a moHa OOBIYHBIX JTIOAEH — KYIIOB, HUIIHX,
neten, ciyxaHok. HUKTO He HOCUJT Y€PHOTO TUIalia.

— Jloxb! — KpUKHYJ KTO-TO M3 Toimbl. — OHa Bujena youiiiy? Ho otkyna? OHa Beipb He
oObL1a Tam!

Muipa noHsi1a, uyTo coBepiia ommOKy. OHa Bbiiana ceds. Ckazaa To, 4ero He Morjia 3Hath,
ecai Obl He OblTa B Xpame. A oHa He ObUTa B Xpame. Bce 310 3Hamm.

Komanaup crpaxu miarHys1 Kk HeW U cxBaTuil €€ 3a pyKy. Ero manbipl Ckalnuch Kak TUCKH, U
Mupa BCKpHKHYJIa OT OONH.

— To1 apecToBana, — mpousHEc oH. — [lo nmopo3peHnIo B yOUICTBE IJIABHOW XKPHIIBI XpaMa
Jlynnoro Csera. [Ipu opyxuu, NpuHaJIeKaILEM XpaMy, U IIPH KPOBH, €I1IE€ HE OCTHIBIIIEH.

— 9T0 He MOl KpoBb! — 3aKkpuyaia Mupa, nelITasich BEIPBAThCS.

— 3T0 KPOBb YOUTOM, — OTBETHUJI OH JIEJSTHBIM TOHOM. — W THI iepikajia KUHXKaJl B pyKe.

Crpaxu okpyxumm e€, 1 Mupa mouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK rpyOble pyKH CXBATHIIH €€ 3a IJIe4H, 3aJ10-
MWJIM PYKH 32 crivHy. KOJOKOMBUMKY Ha €€ IUKOIOTKAX KajJoOHO OpsIKHY/IHM, KOrga e€ MOTaIIN
Yyepes TUIOMIA/Ib, ¥ OHA CJIBIIIIAA, KaK TOJa KPUUMT el Beend: «Beapma! Youiinal».

Omna nblTanach KpUyarb, 4YTO HEBUHOBHA, HO €€ roJIoc YTOHYJ B 1yMe. OHa nelTajlach COIpo-
THUBJISITHCS, HO €€ pyKU Kpenko aepxani. OHa cMoTpesnia Ha HeO0 — Ha JIyHy, KOTOpasi CBETHIIA SIPKO
1 0e3pa3InYHO, CJIOBHO HE 3aMeyasi TOTO, YTO CIy4msIoch. M BriepBbie B )KU3HU Mupa rnogymasa, 4yro
e€ Jap — 3TO He MPOCTO CTPAHHOCTb. DTO MPOKJIATHE. 11 OHO TOJIBKO UTO MPUBEJIO €€ K BUCENULIE.

[Nonzemenbe BCTPETHIIO € 3alaxoM IIECEHH, CTapOit KPOBU U CHIPOCTU. CTEHBI ObUTH TTOK PHITHI
3€JIEHBIM HAJIETOM, a (pakesbl TOpesy TYCKJIO, IOYTH He JaBas cBeTa. Mupy BTOJIIKHY/IM B KaMepy ¢
PELIETKAMU U3 YEPHOT'O METaljIa, U ABEPb 3a HEW 3aXJIONHY/IACh C TIIyXUM 3BOHOM. CTpaxu IpoBe-
PUJIM 3aMOK, YO@IMIUCh, YTO OH HaJIEXKEH, U YIIUIM, OCTABUB €€ OfIHY.

Mupa orycTuIach Ha ColIoMy, KOTopasi Oblia pa3dpocaHa 1o Moy, U 00XBaTH/IA IJICYN PyKAMHU.
Oma ipokaia — OT X0JI0/1a, OT CTpaxa, OT YyBCTBA MOJHON OeCIOMOITHOCTH. E€ XMTOH ObLT MOKPBIM,
Y HOYHOW BO3/YX B Moa3eMelibe Kazaics JeAsHbiM. OHa NonbITanach BCIIOMHUTD, YTO CIIyYMJIOCH
nociie e€ apecra. Kak e€ tammm 4yepes momap, Kak Jogu Opocaii B He€ KaMHM U rpsi3b. Kak
KOMaHIUp CTPaKH MMPUKa3ajl HAJETh HA HE€ MarnyecKue HapyYHUKU — YEPHBIE OpacieThl, KOTOpbIe
cpasy ke OTO3BJIUCH TYIOW OOJBIO B 3arsICThsIX. Tereph OHa YyBCTBOBAJA, Kak €€ Jap, TOT CaMblil,
KOTOPBII OHA TaK 0OsJ1ach U Tak Mpsitania, Obul nogasyieH. OHa Oosbie He BUeaa oTpaxkennid. OHa He
MOTIJIa KOCHYThCSI BOZIBI M YBUETH Tporuioe. OHa Obuta mpocto Mupo#, TaHIIOBIIHILIEH, OOBUHEHHOM
B YOUIICTBE, OXKUAAIOIIEH Ka3HU.

Oma 3aKpbljIa I71a3a U MOMBITATIACh COOPAThCS ¢ MBICTSIMU. BCE MpOM301ILI0 CMIITIKOM OBICTPO.
Bupenue. Kunsxain. Apect. Ho oHa Buzena nurio yowuiiiiel? Her, oHa He Buena yimma. TobKO CHITYIT,
TOJIBKO PYKY ¢ KuH:kanoM. Ho oHa 3Hasa, yto kpuiia Ha3Basia €€ uMs. OHa ciipliiaja 3T0 OTYETIIMBO:
«Mupa». Ho nmouemy? Ilouemy ymuparomas skpuiia no3pajia uMeHHO e€? Mupa HUKora He Obuia B
Xpame, HUKOIIa He BUjIesa KPUIly, HUKOI/a Jake He qymana o Hel. U Bcé ke e€ ums nmpo3Bydasio
B IIOCJIE/IHEM B37I0XE KEHIIVHBI.

OHnHa TnonbITajach BCIOMHUTh KaKKUe-TO JAeTalld, KOTOpble MOIIH Obl BbIaTh youiiiry. OOyBb?
Her, ona He cmorpena BHu3. Pyku? Ona He pasmisgena. Ho oHa 3amomMHWIa OHO: KOTAa KUHKaT
yZIapwl, Kpuua He 3akpuvaia. OHa Oputa ynusiena. OHa 3Hana Toro, Kto npuiién. Y oHa Ha3Basa
uMs1 Mupbl He Kak OOBHHEHHE, a Kak MperynpexaeHue.
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BuezantHo Mupa yenbimiana marv. OHu ObUTH JIETKUME, TTOYTH HECIIBIIIIHBIMU, HO OHA TIPH-
BBIKJIA pa3nyaTh 3BYKH B TUIIMHE. KTO-TO 111€1 110 Kopuaopy. He cTpakHMK — UX 11aru ObLIM TSKE-
JILIMU, TYJIKUMH. DTU 11arv ObLTM MSTKAMU, yBepeHHbIMHA. OHa MOAHSIIA TOJIOBY U yBUZENA B MPO-
xo€e (purypy B JJIMHHOM TEMHOM ILIallle C KaloIOHOM, KOTOPbIA CKpbIBaJ JULO. YenoBek HEC B
PYKe MOCOX, YKpaIlleHHbIH OOJbIIMNM JYHHBIM KAMHEM, KOTOPBIIA CBETHJICS TOTyOOBATHIM CBETOM.

Mupa otnonsia B yroi KaMepsbl, BXKaBIIUCh B CTEHY.

— Kro BBI? — mpomenTana oHa. — Kak Bbl iponum? DTo 3arpeTHas 30Ha, Clofa Hellb3st 0e3
IpUKa3a KOMaHJa0pa.

Hesznakomern nonHs1 pyKy ¥ OTKMHYJ KamomoH. [log HUM oKa3aiock JIMILO MOXUIIOTO MYX-
YHMHBI C JUTMHHOM Ce0il OOPOMOiA, MPOH3UTEIBHBIMU CEPHIMU TJIA3aMU M TTyOOKMMHU MOPIIUHAMM,
KOTOpBIE Ka3aJMCh BBIPE3aHHBIMU HA KOXKE, KaK TPELMHbI Ha JpeBHel kepamuke. OH He BBIISIEN
3516IM. OH BBIIVIS/IEN YCTABIIMM.

— 4 Macrep Banb, — ckazajn oH TuX0. — XpaHUTENb apXyBa Py ABOpLE. S NpUILEN HE 1T
TOTO, YTOOBI HABPEIUTH TeOE, TUTS.

Mupa He Bepuia emy. CIMIITKOM MHOTO JUKU OBUIO B €€ KHM3HH, YTOOBI JOBEPSITh KaKIOMY,
KTO IIPUXOIUT C JOOPHIMHU CJIOBAMH.

— BbI x0TUTE MEHs I0NPOCUTh? — crpocuia oHa. — Vm BBl XoTUTE MeHs1 ocBoOOnuTh? Hu
TO, HA JIPYroe He MMEeT CMbIca. MeHs CXBaTuiu ¢ opyxueM. MeHst OOBUHSIOT B youiicTBe. MeHs
Ka3HAT Ha pacceere. Bbl HUUEM He TOMOXKeETe.

Mactep Banb npuOnm3miics K peleTke U mpucesl Ha KOPTOUYKH, TaK YTO €ro I71a3a OKa3aJvch
Ha ypoBHe e€ m1a3. OH NoCcMOTpeN Ha He€ BHUMATEJIbHO, CJIOBHO M3yvasi e€ JIUIIO.

— Tol BUgena e€ cmepth, — ckazan oH. — He 31ech, He ceiiuac, HO B BujieHuu. B Boze. Th
MpUKacagach K Boje, M OHa TOKa3aia Tede TO, YTO MPOU3OIIO B XpaMe 32 HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHUI
110 TOTO, KaK yOWJTH JKPUILY.

Mupa B3apornyna. Otkyaa oH 3Haer? OHa HMKOMY HE paccKasbplBaja O CBOEM Jape, Aaxke
caMbIM Onu3KuM. Bee cumTanm, 4to OHa ImpOCTO XOpolasi TaHIoBIIMIa. HUKTO He 3Has, 4To OHa
BUJUT B OTPAKEHUSIX.

— Kak BbL... — Hayaya oHa, HO OH TiepeOuII eg.

— TBoi nap He npokJsTUe, Mupa. 1o Hacieane. Thl HOCUIIb JIYHHYIO KpoBb. Camylo YUCTYIO
KpPOBb, KOTOpasi TOJIBKO OCTaJIaCh B 3TOM KOPOJIEBCTBE.

Mupa paccmestiacb TOPbKO M TPOMKO, M CMEX 9XOM OTpPa3uJjICs OT KAMEHHbIX CTEH.

— Jlynnas kposb? A7 4 taHmoBmuma ¢ romany, 6e3 pory, 6e3 miemMeHr. MeHs mogoopan
Ha Oa3zape, Korja s Obuta MuajieHieM. S Jake MMEeHU CBOEro He 3Haio. Bl IpUHSIIM MeHs 3a KOro-
TO APYIOrO.

Macrtep BsHb mokauast roJioBoi ¥ BBITAIMII M3-TI01 TIJIAIa HEOOJBIIOE PyYHOE 3epKaJIblie B
cepeOpsiHO¥ onpaBe. OH MPOTSHYJ €ro CKBO3b PetIeTKy, 1 Mupa 3akonedanach, HO B3sjIa €ro Jpo-
KalMMU pyKamH.

— IMocmotpu Ha cebst, — ckazan oH. — He Ha yuno. Ha raza.

Mupa noaHecsa 3epKaiiblie K JIMLy U IocMoTpesa. B oTpaxxeHuu oHa yBuzesa CBOM Ijia3a —
TEMHBIE, TOUTH Y€pHble. Ho B r1yOMHE 3paykoB, CJIOBHO B KOJIOMIIE, 3aKIJIaCh UCKpa cepeOprcToro
ceera. OHa 3amMopraja, 1 uckpa ucuesna. Ho ona 3Hasa, 4yTo BUjesa 310 He BriepBble. MHorna, korna
OHa CMOTpeJach B BOY, OHA 3aMeyalia 3TOT CTPaHHbBIH OJIeCK, HO CUMTaja ero Urpoy CBeTa.

— Yro 3107 — npolenraia oHa.

— 910 TBOA CYyTh, — cKa3aJl Macrtep Banb. — Trl He npocto uenosek, Mupa. Tel — 10ub
Jlynsl. B TeGe Teu€T KpoBb APEBHEH AMHACTHU, KOTOpPAs NPaBJIa STUM KOPOJIEBCTBOM JIO TOTO, KaK
BJIACTh 3aXBaTH/IM y3ypriatopbl. Thl ObUIa YKpaJieHa U3 JBOpIIA B HOUb TMOKapa, Korjaa noruona HacTo-
stmast Koposnesa. TBou Opat-Omm3nert Obi1 youTt. Ho Te6s ciacnu.
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Mupa ycTtaBuiach Ha CTapvka, He Bepsl HU OHOMY €ro CJIOBY. DTO ObLIO CIUIIKOM HeJero,
CJTUIIIKOM TpaHaro3Ho. OHa — Hacmeanuna? OHa, KoTopas crajia Ha cojlomMe, KoTopast 3apadaThiBasia
Me[sIKHM TaHI[AMH, KOTOpas He 3Hajla, YTO TaKoe ropsiyasi efa rno yrpam?

— 3TO JIOXb, — CKa3zajia OHa. — BBl XOTUTe MeHsI B YéM-TO yOenuTh. Bbl XoTHTE, YTOOHI 1
chesaja 4To-To it Bac. Bbl paboTaeTe Ha TeX, KTO MOACTaBUI MEHSI.

— 4 paboTaio Ha UCTUHY, — OTBETUJI OH CIIOKOMHO. — VICTHHY, KOTOPYIO Thl MOKEIIIb Y3HATb,
ecau npoiaéb Ucnpitanue Tpéx 3epkad.

Mupa Haxmypuiack. OHa CIblIaa O TAKOM UCTIBITAHUH. JIereH bl TOBOPWIIU, UTO B IPEBHOCTH,
KOTJa BO3HMKAJIM COMHEHHsI B HeBUHOBHOCTH YeJIOBEKA WJIH B €r0 IPOUCXOKICHUH, €T0 OTIPABIISLIIH
yepe3 TpU MopTaja — TPU 3epKaja, KOTOpble MOKa3bIBIH MpaBay. Ho HUKTO He BBIKMBAJ MOCIE
MPOXOJKIeHUsl. [ OBOPHIIH, UTO 3epKasia pa3pblBajiy AYIIY, M YeJOBEK CXOOMII C yMa WM yMHpaJl Ha
MecTe.

— BuI nipeparaete MHe ymepeTh MeJuieHHee? — CIpocHiia OHa. — 3aBTpa MeHsl Ka3HST.
Ceituac s1 Mory XOTs OBl HAJIEATHCS HA UyHO. A €Clu 5 TIOUy B 9TH 3epKajia, s yMpy HaBepHsIKa.

— Ecnu Tl He NONIENI, THl YMPEILIb Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO YacoB, — cKaszajl Macrep Banp. —
Kasnp HazHaueHa Ha paccBeT. Thl Oyaelb oOe3IaBieHa, U TBOE TeJIO COXKTYT, YTOOBI HE OCTAIOCh
clie1a OT «KONAyHbH». TBOsI mpaBaa yMpET BMecTe ¢ To6o0it. Ho ecim Th coracuibest Ha Mcnbitanue,
umreparop gapyet Tede orcpouky. Tl BOWIEIIb B 3epKajia, U €I Thl BBUKUBEIIb, 3epKaia OKAKYT,
YTO Thl HEBUHOBHA. A €CJIU HEeT... — OH MoXkaJ rieyamu. — Toraa TBost cMepTh OyAeT ObicTpee, yeM
OT Meva Tajava.

Mupa Momuana, IJIs/s1 Ha 3epKabiie B cBoel pyke. OHa CHOBa IIOCMOTpeJa B HEro, M Ha 3TOT
pa3 OHa yBHJIeJa HE TOJIBKO CBOM I71a3a, HO U CTPAHHOE OTpaskeHUe 3a cBoell crnivHou. OHa Buzena
KOMHATY C BBICOKMMH TOTOJIKAMH, 3aJIUTYIO JIYHHBIM CBETOM. B IIeHTpe KOMHATHI CTOSUT TPOH, U Ha
HEM cHes YeJIOBeK B OeJIOM OfIesTHUHM — CJIeTION, C 3aKPBITHIMU IJ1a3aMU, HO ero JIMIO ObUIo 0Opa-
IIeHO TpsiMO Ha He€. OH ObLT cTap, ero BOJIOCH ObUIM Oelbl Kak CHET, M Ha ero Ji0y ropes cnalblii
cepeOpSHBIN 3HAK.

Nwmrnieparop.

OH OTKPBUI POT ¥ MPOU3HEC CIIOBA, KOTOPBIE 3ByUYaIM KaK X0 U3 AAIEKOTO MPOIILIOro:

— Thl — OCKOJIOK, KOTOPOTO HE XBaTAJIO.

3epkasblie TpecHyJI0 y Heé B pyke. ToHKasi TpenHa modexaia 1no cepeOpsiHO orpase,
OTpakeHUE MCYE3JI0, OCTABUB TOJIBKO €€ COOCTBEHHOE JIMI0 — OJIeJHOE, UCITyTaHHOE, C TUKUMH IJ1a-
3aMH.

Mupa nognsina B3rasaa Ha Mactepa Bans. Ona Gosnbinie He coMHeBasiach. OHa He 3Hajia, KTO
OHa, HEe 3HaJa, KaK e€ Jap CBsSI3aH C UMIIEPaTOPOM, HO OHA 3HaJIa OHO: 32 €€ CIMHON CTOUT HEYTO
OoJblIiee, YeM MpocToe YOURCTBO. DTO 3aroBop. D10 TaitHa. V1 oHa MOXET ymepeTh, TaK U He y3HaB
MIpaBIpl.

— 4 cornacHa, — BbIOXHY/IA oHA. — Ha Vcnpitanue. § npoiiy yepes 3epkaia.

Macrep Banb kuBHyI 1 iopHsiics. OH yOpast pyKu B pykaBa Iulaia | OCMOTpeT Ha He€ 0T-
T'M, UCTIBITYIOIIUM B3IJISIIOM.

— Torna rotoBbes, AuTs. PaccBeT HacTynuT ObicTpee, yeM Thl AyMaellb. M 3anomMHu: 3epkana
He BpyT. OHM MOKaXyT TeOe He TONBKO mpaBay o xpuie. OHM MOKaxyT Tebe TBOE COOCTBEHHOE
npomnuioe. M Tol JOMKHA OBITH TOTOBA PUHSTD €r0, KAKMM Obl OHO HU OBLIIO.

OH noBepHyJICcs 1 YIIEN TaK ke OeciryMHo, Kak nmpumént. [laru 3atuxim B kopugope, 1 Mupa
CHOBa OcCTajach ofHa B TeMHOTe. OHa cXkaja pa30MToe 3epKajiblie B pyKe, YyBCTBYs, KaK OCTpbIe
Kpasi BIUBAIOTCS B J1aJoHb. OHa He YyBcTBOBasa 00su. OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA TOIBKO OJJHO — XOJIOAHYIO,
JIEISTHYIO PEIIUMOCTb.

3aBTpa oHa yMpET. Miu cTaHeT ToM, KOro ka1 umneparop. Beidop Obu1 cienaH.

I'ne-to B riryOuHe aBopiia npodmiy vackl. [lo paccBera octaBajioch TpH yaca.
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I'naBa 2. 3epkaJio BbIOOpa

Ona He cnana. He moria. CoH He NpUXOAUJI K TeM, KTO KAajl pacCBeTa, 3Hasl, YTO OH IpHHe-
CET MO0 CMepTh, JIMOO YTO-TO MOCTpaIlIHee cMepTH. Mupa cuzena Ha CoJloMe, IPHKUMAas K TPYIu
KOJIEHU U IS/ CKBO3b PEIIETKY B TEMHBIM KOpUIOp. ENMHCTBEHHBIM HCTOYHUKOM CBETa ObLIT Mac-
JSIHBIA (pakest, KOTOpblid mouty goropesn. Ero miams otopachiBaio IUISIIyIIMe TeHU HA KaMEHHbIE
CTEHBI, M OHU Ka3aJIMCh €il JIMIIAMU — MCKaKEHHBIMU, KPUYAIIMU, OE3MOJIBHBIMHU.

Ona cxuMaza B JIaJOHU OCKOJIOK 3epKajblia, KOTOPBI octaBui el Macrep Banb. Ero kpas
ObLI OCTPbIMH, U OHA YYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK TOHKME KaIlIM KPOBU CTEKAIOT 10 3arlsICThio, HO 00JIb Ka3a-
Jach Janékoi, He e€. OHa ObUIa Ilie-To B JPyroM MecTe — B TOM BUJIEHUH, [JIe yMHpaJla Kpula, B
TOM OTPa’KEHWH, IJIe CJIETION UMIIEPATOP Ha3Ball €€ OCKOJIKOM.

Kt0 oHa? Hey:xenu e€ neiicTBuTeIbHO YKpasu 13 ABopua? Hey:xenu oHa M BipaBy HOCUT JIyH-
HYI0 KpoBb? BCE 3T0 3ByUalo Kak cKa3Ka, KOTOPYIO CTapble HSHbKM pPacCKa3bIBaIOT JIETAM Y KaMUHa.
Ho e€ nap Obu1 peasibHbiM. Kacanue BoJpl, BCHBIIIKA BUAEHHS, YyKO€ MPOIILJIOE, pa3BOpavyMBaloILe-
ecs epe] r1azamu. Pazee Moria oObIuHast JeBYIIKa C TUIOMIA 1 BUETh YOUICTBO ITIaBHOM KPHIIBI 32
coTHIO 1aro? OHa He 3Hajla OTBETA, HO YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO €€ KM3Hb pa3/IesIIach Ha «J10» U «I0CIIe»
B TOT CaMBIil MUT, KOI/1a €€ MajIblbl KOCHYJIUCh BOIBI Y (POHTAHA.

['me-to B myOuHe Kopuaopa Mochiblianuch mard. Ha 3ToT pa3 Tsokénble, pasMepeHHbIE.
Crpaxa. Mupa nofssia rojiopy ¥ yBUzeNa, Kak J1Ba CTPa)KHUKA B cepeOpsIHbIX TUIAlax MOJOIUIN K
e€ kamepe. Y OIHOro U3 HUX ObUI (pakes1, U ero CBeT OcJenul e€ Ha MrHoBeHre. OHa NpUIy puiach
Y MPUKPBLIA [J1a3a PyKOH.

— BbIXoau, — ckasaj epBblil CTpaKHUK, OTHHMpast 3aMoK. — [Ipuiuio Bpems.

Mupa nozHsIachk Ha Horu. E€ Teso 3aTekJio oT XoJoa 1 JIONroro CUIeH!sl, HOrM OHEMENH, HO
oHa 3actaBuiia ceOs uaTh. CTpakul B3I €€ NOJ PyKH M BbIBEJIM U3 KaMephl B JUIMHHBINA KOPUIOP,
KOTOpbII BEN HaBepx. OHa 3aMeTusIa, YTO COJIOMBI B KaMepe MoYTH He ObUIO, U Ha TMOJy OCTAJIMCh
clie[ibl — KTO-TO HOYBIO MPUXOMJI, HO OHa He ciblmana. Macrep Banb? Win kto-TO emé? OHa He
cTaja cripaimmBath. Boripocs! 6bimi 6ecrionesnsl. Eif Hy:KHO ObLIO COXPAaHUTD CHIIBL.

OHU MOAHSIJIHCH TIO JIECTHHLIE, 1 Mupa yBu/iesa epBble Jy4H cBeTa — OJIeHbIe, elE cepble,
HO Yy)Ke MpPOHMKAIoIIe CKBO3b y3KHMe OKHa B cTeHax. Paccer Hactyman. E€ kasHp JormkHa Obuta
COCTOSITHCSI Ha TUIOIIA/IH, T/Ie OHA TaHIEBaJIa BCETO HECKOJIBKO YacOB Ha3ad. DTO ObLT 37101 MPOHUU:
OHa HayMHaJa CBOE MOCJIEJHEE YTPO TaMm, Iie BCerAa HaulHala CBOU BbICTYILJICHUS.

Korga oHu BbIIUIM BO BHYTPEHHMI ABOP, Mupa yBuena, 4to nepej Heil He amadot. Bmecro
9TOr0 OHA YBUZENA UMIIEPATOPCKUIA ABOpPEL] — BBICOKOE 3[aHUE U3 OeIoro KaMHs C KOJIOHHAMH,
YKpAIIEeHHBIMU JTYHHBIMH CUMBOJIaMU. Ha CTyNeHsX cTosii HECKOBKO (pUryp, ¥ B LIGHTpPE, Ha BO3-
BBIIIEHUH, czen umneparop. TOT caMblil, KOTOpOro oHa Bujesa B 3epkajblie. CIlIenoi, ¢ 3aKpbITHIMU
BEKaMH, HO €ro JIMIO ObLJIO 0OpalieHo K Hel, CJIOBHO OH BHAEN e€ CKBO3b MOBS3KY. Psanom ¢ HuUM
CTOs1J1a JKEHILMHA B POCKOILIHOM IUIaThe U3 cepedpucroro menka — ¢gpapopurka Jlega. EE auio 6bu10
U/IeaIbHBIM, KaK y (papopoBOil KyKJIbl, HO B IJIa3aX 3aCThUI X0JIOA, KOTOPBI Mupa oyyBCTBOBaJIA
3a HeCKOJIbKO 11aros. C Apyroil CTOPOHbI OT MMIIEpaTOpa CTOsUT MOJIOZION YesIOBEK, MPUHIL Apec, —
BBICOKHH, CTPOWHBIN, C MJEATBHBIM NPO(UIEM U 30J0TUCTHIMHI BOJIOCAMH, HO B €ro B3rJIsjle Obuia
Kakasi-To TPEBOra, KOTOPYIO OH CTapaJiCsl CKPhITh 32 MaCKOM aprCTOKPATHUYECKOTO Oe3pas3Inyusl.

Ho 6onpiiie Bcero Mupy npuBiEK Jpyroi MyX4uHa — TOT, YTO CTOSLT UyTh MIOOAJIb, B JIOCTIE-
Xax Karnutana crpaxku. OH ObUT MOJIOKE KOMaHI0pa, C TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMHU M OCTPBIMHU YepTaMH JIUIIA,
M €ro Ijia3a CMOTpeIH Ha He€ C HACTOPOXKEHHBIM MHTepecoM. DTo ObUT THaH — KamnuTaH JTMIHON
rBapAuu umreparopa. Mupa BeTpedana ero pasblie Ha IUIOLa i, OH MHOTA CIIEIWIT 32 MOPSAKOM
BO BpeMs €€ BBICTYIUIEHUI, HO HUKOIa He MOAXOIWI U He pa3roBapuBall. Ternepb OH CMOTpeN Ha
He€ Tak, CJIOBHO BUJE BIIEPBbIE.
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Omna nonbITasach BBIIPSIMUTBCS, HO €€ PYKHU BCE eIé ObUTM CKOBAHBI MATMYECKUMH HAPY4HU-
KaMH, KOTOpbIe JaBUJIM Ha 3aIlsICThsl ¥ OTHUMAaIIM cviibl. OHa I1J1a IO MPaMOPHOM JIOPOKKE, M KakK-
OB e€ IIar 9XOM OTHABAJICS B TUINUHE. [[BOp ObLT IyCT, TOJIBKO CTPAXKU U HECKOJIBKO CIIYT CTOSLIH
1o yrnam. Bugumo, nmneparop pemmi mpoBecTd pa3orparesbcTBO Oe3 JMIIHUX TJ1a3.

— [MpuBenute 0OBUHsIEMYIO, — MTPOU3HEC MMIIepaTop. Ero roioc Obl1 HU3KMM, HO HE TPOMKUM
— OH OB CJIMIIKOM CTapbIM U YCTaBIIMM, YTOOBI KpudaTh. OIHAKO €ro CJIoBa 3ByYasH C BJIACTHIO,
OT KOTOpOr Y Mupsl Mypaliky mooexaiu 1o Koxe.

Muipa ocTaHOBHJIACh B HECKOJIBKHX ITarax OT cryrneHei. CTpaKHUKH OTITYCTHIIN €, HO BCTaJIH
3a CITUHOM, rOTOBBIC B JIIOOOW MOMEHT cxBaTuTh. OHa CTOsUIa OffHA, Oe33alUTHAsS Tepe] TOJIIOMH,
KOTOpas pemaia e€ cyas0y.

— IMopHaumure ronopy, — ckasana Jlema. E€ ronoc 61 ciaqkuM, Kak MEI, HO B HEM 9yBCTBO-
BaJIcs 5. — ViMrieparop xenaet BUAETh JIMLO TOK, KOro OOBUHSIOT B yOUNCTBE IJIABHOM JKPHILIBL.

Muipa nojHsij1a roloBy M BCTpeTuach B3nisgaoM ¢ Jlenoit. XKenmuHa Opl1a KpacrBa — CIUII-
KOM KpacuBa, YToObI ObITh 10Opo#. E€ miaTbe cTpyriocs, nepemBasich, ¥ IparolieHHOCTH Ha e€ 11iee
Y TaJIblIaX CTOWJIM OoJibInie, yeM Mupa 3apadoTaia Obl 32 BCIO CBOIO JKU3Hb.

— 41 HeBMHOBHA, — cKa3ana Mupa, crapasich, 4ToObI TOJIOC 3ByUall TBEPHO. — ¢ He yOuBana
xpuity. KTo-To moactaBui MeHsl.

— ToncraBun? — Jlena yemexHynack. — U Kak ke, MO-TBOEMY, KTO-TO MOT MOJCTaBUTh TeOs1?
Kunxkan 6su1 B TBOGH pyke. Thl OblTa 3aMeUYeHa Ha MECTE MPECTYIIeHUs?

— ¢1 He Obu1a Ha MecTe TipectyruieHus ! $1 TaHIeBasa Ha TuToaay, B poHTaHe! — Mupa rosep-
HyJIach K umrnepartopy. — Bartie BenuectBo, st Bugena youiictBo. B orpaxenun Bomsl. 51 He 3Halo,
KaK 3TO OOBSICHUTD, HO 51 BUJIENA, KaK YEeJIOBEK B YEPHOM ILIAIe BOH3MI KMHXKAT B TPYIb JKPHUIIBL.
Kunxan mpocto okazaiicst y MeHs B pyKe 1ociie BUAeHHs !

Nmneparop Moiryas, HO ero JIMIo AporuyJio. Jlena 3ameTnia 310 U marHyJsia BOepen.

— Bame BenudectBo, 310 6e3ymue! OHa NpU3HAETCA, YTO UCIIOIH30BAIA TEMHYIO Maruio!
Bunienust B Boie — 9TO KOJIIOBCTBO, 3arpeniéHHoe HamMu 3akoHaMu! OHa JoJKHa ObITh Ka3HeHa
HEME/JIEHHO !

— Her, — tuxo ckazan umneparop. Ero roiaoc nepekpbul rys rolocoB. — {1 CIIbIIIaI O TaKUX
aapax. DTo He KOIJIOBCTBO. DTO IpeBHsIs Marus, Kotopas Obula yTepsiHa. Marus JJyHHOH KPOBH.

Jlena moGnemHena, HO ObICTPO B3s1a ceOs1 B pyku. OHa 3acMesiyiach, HO CMeX ObLTT HATSIHY ThIM.

— Bame BennyectBo, Bbl mrytute? Y 3TOH YAMYHOW TaHUOBLIMIIBI — JIyHHasi KpoBb? TO
cMentHo. OHa J1a)xe He 3HaeT CBOEro OTLa.

— 41 3Ha10, — CcKazan UMIEepaTop, U ero CJIoBa ynajau B TUIIMHY, KaK KaMHU B BOmy. — 1
3Ha10, KTo e€ oren. Ho 310 MbI 00cynum mo3zxke. Ceituac — [1€710 O CMEPTH IJIaBHOM XKpHILIbL. Thl,
IEBYIIIKa, — OH MOBEpHYJ rojioBy K Mupe. — Tbl yTBepkaaenb, 4to Bujena youiiyy. Ho Tol He
MOXeIllb Ha3BaTh ero uMeHu. W kumxai Obut HaiiieH y TeOs. [1o 3akoHy, Tl JOKHA ObITh Ka3HEHa.

Muipa 3aKkpbuia 1J1a3a, 9yBCTBYs, KaK e€ MocieqHsIsI HaJekKIa Ncue3aeT.

— OpnHako, — MPOJOJKUI UMITEpaTop, — €CTh Apyrou myTh. Mcnbitanue Tpex 3epkail.

Jlena pe3ko noBepHyJach K UMIEparopy.

— Bame BenudectBo, 310 6e3ymue! VcnibiTaHre He MTPOBOAWIOCH Yke cToieTust! 1o cMep-
TeJIbHasI JIOBYIIKA! Mbl HE MOXEM PUCKOBATH KU3HBIO TIOJO3PEBAEMO paay e€ MpuxoTu!

— DTO He NPUXOTb, — OTBETUJI UMIIEPATOP CHOKOWHO. — ITO 3aKOH. Ecim nogo3peBaeMblii
Tpebyer McrpiTaHus, OH UMeeT MpaBo Ha Hero. 3akoH JIyHHOro TpoHa, HAIMCAHHBIA eI MOMM
OEI0M.

[puHIT Apec, KOTOPHIH 10 STOr0 MOJTYAJ, MIArHy/I BIEPEN U CKJIOHIII TOJIOBY TIEpe]] OTIIOM.

— Bamie BenuuectBo, eciiu oHa npoitieT Mcnbitanue, 3To 10KaxeT e€ HeBUHOBHOCTL. Ho ecn
OHa He MPOUIET, OHa YMPET. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO CIipaBel/IMBO.

— Tol nogepxuBaeib 310, Apec? — cripocuiia Jlena, v B €€ rosioce Nocibllanach CTajb.

14



O. E¢umosa. «Ockonku Jlynnoro Tpona»

— 4 moanepxuBalo 3aKOH, MaTyIIIKa, — OTBETWJI PUHII, 1 Mupa 3ameTniia, Kak OH u3beraer
e€ B3IIAJa.

Wmmnepatop NogHs pyKy, TPU3bIBasi K TUIIIMHE.

— Pemeno. [leBymika, To1 cortacHa npoit Mcnibitanue Tpéx 3epkan?

Mupa criotHyna. OHa Bujsiena, Kak Jlega cBepiut e€ B3I 0M, MOJTHBIM HEHABUCTH, KaK ITPUHI]
OTBOPAYMBAETCS, a KAMUTaH THaH CMOTPHUT Ha HE€ C HEMOHATHBIM BBIPR)KEHUEM — MOXKET, C KaJo-
CTBIO, MOXET, ¢ Hajexk10i. OHa He 3Hana. Ho oHa 3Hana omHO: BHIOOpA Y HeE Her.

— Jla, — ckazaja oHa. — I corjacHa.

— Torga nmyctb rotoBsaT 3epkajia, — MpousHEC umrepatop. — Ona HauyHeT McnbiTaHue
CETrOJIHSI e, B MOJNJEeHb. A 10 TeX MOp OHa OyAeT HaXOIUThLCS MO/ HAI30poM KarnuTaHa TraHa.

TuaH mardys1 Buepen U NOKJIOHWICH.

— Jla, Bamme BenmmuectBo.

Jlena cBepkHyia mazamu, HO mpomornyasia. OHa CKpecTiia pyKH Ha TPyU U OTOLUIA B CTOPOHY,
naBasi IOHSATb, YTO PA3rOBOP OKOHYEH.

MimniepaTtop NOgHSIICS CO CBOETO MecTa, onupasich Ha nocox. OH ObUI cTap, HO €ro ABUKEHUS
COXPaHSUIU IOCTOMHCTBO.

— Karutan, npoBoau e€ B KoMHaty a1t rocteid. OHa JOJKHA OTAOXHYTh repes VicnbitanueM.
HukTo He nomkeH e€ OeCIOKOUTb.

— Caymatocs, — otBetw1 TuaH, u ogommen kK Mupe. Ero nuiio 6b10 cypoBBIM, HO KOT/Ia OH
B3s11 €€ 32 JIOKOTh, €0 MaJIbLIbl ObUTH TEMJIHIMUA M OOOAPSIOMIMMH.

— Uném, — ckazail OH THXO.

Mupa no3sosnuiia emy yBecty e€ ¢ riomaad. OHa yyBcTBOBasIa B3IIAAb! Jlenwl, Apeca, cTpaxk-
HUKOB Ha ce0e, HO He oOopaumBaiack. OHa 1UTa Beien 3a THaHOM uYepe3 BHYTPEHHUE KOPUIOPHI
JBOPIIA, MUMO MPAMOPHBIX CTaTyH, TOOeIeHOB, N300paXaoIIUX JIYHHbIX OOTUHb, K OTPOMHBIX OKOH,
MPOITYCKAIONINX YTPEHHUI CBET.

OHu BOILIH B HEOOJBIITYI0 KOMHATY C MSITKOM KPOBAaThIO, 3aCTEIEHHOW OSJTOCHEKHBIM OCIbEM,
¥ HEOOJIBIIIM CTOJIOM, HA KOTOPOM CTOsIT KYBILIMH C BOJOHM U TapesKa ¢ XJeO0M U CBIPOM.

— 3nech THI Oyaelb 10 MomyaHs, — ckaszan Tuas, 3akpbiBasi [Bepb. — Eciu Tebe 4To-TOo
MOHAJOOUTCsI, CKaXU CTPAXKHUKY 32 IBepbIo. 51 Oymy psiaom.

OH noBepHyJICS, YTOOBI YUTH, HO Mupa OKJIMKHYJIA ero:

— Ionoxnu.

OH ocTtaHOBWJICA U OOEpHYJICS.

— ThL... THI BepuIllb MHe? — cripocuiia oHa. — YTo 51 He yOuBasia xpuity?

Tuan momenmi ¢ otBeToM. Ero ria3a BCTpeTHITUCh C €€, M OHa YBUJIeNa B HUX YTO-TO — HEUTO
TEIUIOE, TIOUTH YEJIOBEYECKOE, UTO MPOTHBOPEUMIIO €r0 XOJOJHOMY BHEITHEMY BHIY.

— 41 Buzen, Kak Thl TaHIEBaJla Ha TUIOMIAM, — CKa3al OH. — Tbl HUKOI/Ia HE CMOTpesia Ha
BOJY Kak Ha Bpara. Tl cMOTpena Ha He€ Kak Ha Jpyra. DTo He B3rsaj youiinsl. 1 morom... — OH
MOIOMIEN OJTMKe U TIOHU3WJI rosioc. — 1 Bujien youicTso xputlbl. He BuseHreM, He B Bojie. 51 Bujien
ero cCOOCTBEHHBIMH TJIa3aMHU.

Mupa 3amepina.

— Yro? Thl 66T TAM?

— Her, — nokauan ronoBo#t Tuan. — Ho 1 Buzen ero B 3epkajie, KOrja OHO TTOKa3bIBAJIO MPO-
nwioe. $1 3Hato, KTo yous skpuily. 51 3Hat0, KTo nondpocui Tede kunxkai. U 51 3Haio, 4To Thl HeBUHOBHA.

Mupa cMmoTpesia Ha HEro ¢ HeJIOBEpHEM.

— Torna nmoyemMy Thl He ckaxels umneparopy? Ilouemy Thl o3Bossiels MHe UATH Ha VIcTibl-
TaHue?

— INoTtomy 4TO 3TO OBLT HE TPOCTO yOMiila, — oTBeTvI Tuan. — to Obuta Jlena. OHa mpu-
Kazaja yOuTb KpHUILy, IOTOMY YTO JKpUIla 3HaJa MpaBay o Tede. Ecim s ckaxy, 4To 3TO OHa, OHa
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yObET MeHs M BcexX, KTo MHe aopor. Ho eciu Tol mpoiiéis Vicnibiranue, 3epkajia MOKaxyT BCE CaMH.
OHu He ocTaBAT cOMHeHuM. Toraa s cMory JeicTBOBaTh.

Mupa omycTunach Ha KpoBaTbh, YyBCTBYS, KaK CHJIbI IIOKHAAAIOT €€.

— [ouemy THI puckyelb paay MeHs1? Mbl HE 3HAKOMBI.

— IloToMy 4TO TBOSI CMEPTH — 3TO CMEPTb BCETO KOPOJIEBCTBA, — CKa3all TuaH. — I He Mory
MO3BOJIUTH 3TOMY CITyuuThes. Otapixait. [TonneHs 61m3Ko.

OH BblILIEJ, U JBEPH 32 HUM 3aKpbliack. Mupa ocrajlach OfiHa, HO Telepb OHA YyBCTBOBaJIA
crpaHHoe criokoiicTBre. OHa He Obuta ofHa. Y Heé ObUT COI03HUK, O KOTOPOM OHa Jjaxe He MoJo3pe-
BaJa.

Ona nocMoTpesia B OKHO. 32 HUM CHHENO He0O, U JIyHa yXkKe TIOUTH CKPbLJIACh 32 TOPU30HTOM,
ycrynas Mecto coiHily. HoBelii ieHb HaumHascs. Ml oH Mor cTath NOCTIEAHNUM.

Yac cnycrst B e€ komHaty Boién Mactep Banb. OH BbIIIsiieN 03a009€HHBIM, HO B €T0 I71a3ax
ropes OroHb.

— Tel nomxHa caymarh MeHs1 BHUMATEIbHO, — CKa3aJl OH, 3aKpbiBasi JBepb. — lcrbiTaHue
— 310 TpU 3epkaiia: Mictunsl, KpoBu 1 Bpemenn. Kaxoe u3 Hux mokaxer tede yactb mpaspl. Ho
OHM onacHbl. Eciv Thl HE MOATOTOBUIIIBCS, OHU CJIOMAIOT TBOU pa3yM.

— Kak noaroroButbkcs? — cripocuia Mupa.

— Tl gomKHA KOHTpOJIMPOBATh CBOW Jap, — oTBeTu] Mactep. — Tbl MoXkelib BUAETh IPo-
nuioe B oTpaxeHusix. Ho Tbl Jo/IkHA HAyYMThCS, HE MMPOCTO BUJETh, & OTIIMYATh MPaBAy OTO JIKH,
KOTOpYIO Tebe MOTyT MOACYHYTh. B 3epkanax OynyT WUTI0O3UM — TBOU CTPAXU, TBOM XKeJIaHHUsI, TBOU
ommOKu. OHM MOMBITAIOTCS YOSAUTh TeOsl, YTO Thl HUKOTJA HE CMOXEIb MPOUTH uX. Thl JOIKHA
BepuTh B ceOsi. Tl — noub JlyHbl. TBOSI KPOBb CHIIbHEE JTIOOOM TEHH.

Mupa cMoTpena Ha Hero, U B €€ Aylle 3aKIJ1ach UCKPa HAIEK /bl

— Kak 4 y3Hato, rie, npasa, a riue JIOxb?

— Thl mouyBCTBYEIIb, — CKa3al OH. — Bopaa He BpeT. OTpakeHus He BpyT. OHU MOKA3bIBAIOT
TO, YTO €CTh, HO ThI JOJDKHA OBITh TOTOBA MPUHSATH 3TO, JaXe €cIu 3TO cTpamHo. [ToMHM: THI —
OCKOJIOK. OCKOJIKM CHJIbHEE, YeM 11eJI0e, [IOTOMY 4TO OHM MOTYT Pa3OMTh TPOH.

OH y1En, ocTaBUB €€ OJHY C STUMHU cJioBaMU. Mupa cujenia Ha KpoBaTy U CMOTpeJia B OKHO,
aymasi 0 ToM, uTo e€ xET. CTpax ObLI C HEl, HO PSAIOM C HUM TeTeph JKuia permumMocTb. OHa BBIKH-
BeT. OHa JI0JKHA BBIKUTb.

B nonaens oHa crosiia mepej; orpOMHBIM 3a710M, KOTOPBIN Ha3bIBIM 3ajioM 3epkail. Tpu nop-
Tajia, TPH 3epKajia, KaxkJ0€e B YeJIOBEUECKHI POCT, CUSLIU cepeOpucTbiM cBeToM. OHU CTOSUTU B s,
Y MX TTOBEPXHOCTU ObUIM TJIAKUMHU, KaK 3aCThIBIIIAsI BOJA.

Nmneparop cuzien Ha TpoHe B IieHTpe 3aia. Jlena u Apec crosim o 6okam, a Tuan — y Bxoja,
¢ 0OHaKEHHBIM MeuoM. CTpakHUKH OKPYKHJIH 3aJ1, TOTOBbIE BMEIIAThCS, €CIA YTO-TO MOUIET HE TaK.

— Tsl roToBa? — cpocusi UMIepaTop.

Muipa ri1yO0KO BOOXHYJIA M KUBHYJIA.

— Jla, Bamme BenmuectBo.

Omna nopgonuia K neppoMy 3epKaity, KOTopoe Ha3biBaioch 3epkajioMm Mcrunsl. Ero noBepxHocTh
MepIiaja, ¥ B Hel OTpaXkaJicsl He caM 3aJl, a OECKOHEYHAsl ThMa.

— Tbl 10KHA KOCHYThCS €ro, — ckaszai Mactep Banb u3 Tenu. — U no3BonuTthb cede yiuTH.

Mupa npoTsHyJia pyKy U PUKOCHYJIACh K XOJIOJHOM MOBEPXHOCTU. B TO jke MrHOBeHME MUp
ycye3, ¥ OHa IPOBAJIIIIACH B OE3IHY.

[epBoe, uTo OHa yBHIENA, ObUT COOCTBEHHBIN cTpax. OHa CTOsIa B IGHTPE TOPSIIEro JBOpla,
¥ BOKpYT He€ magamu ropsime 6anku. OHa crbliaina KpuKy, Tuiad jeTed, 38oH opyxusi. OHa 4yB-
CTBOBaJIa, KaK kap 0OKUTaeT KoKy, U 3HaJIa, YTO OHA YMPET.

Ho notom oHa ychblmmana rojioc: «9To He TBOs, MpaBja. DTo TBou cTpax. Uau Bnepén»

Omna marnysa ckBo3b IJIaMsl, ¥ OHO paccTynuiock. OHa Oka3ajiach B Kejbe Kpulibl. JKpuua
Jie’kasia Ha ToJTy, UCTeKasi KpOBbIO, U Iepe] Hell cTosut youiinia. Termeps Mupa Bujena ero juio. 1o
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ObLT HE KTO MHOM, KaK OIUH M3 CTapIIMX CTPAXHUKOB, KOTOPBIA CIIyKWI mpu IBopie. OHa y3Hasa
ero Mo TaTyMpoBKe Ha 3amsiCThe — 3HaK JIyHHOro opzeHa. YOuiilia mogHsUT KMHXKaI U HAaHEC yaap.
Kpuna, ymupas, npoutentaia: «Mupa... UMs, KOTOPOE Thl HOCHUILb... Thl — J0Yb... KOPOJIEBHL...»

Mupa xoTesna yBUIEeTh OOJIbIIe, HO BUJICHUE UCUYE3JI0, U OHA OKa3aJach Ha MOJy Niepe]] MepBbIM
3epkaiom. OHa TsDKENO JIbIIajia, HO OHa 3Haja, 4yTo mpornia ero. OHa Bunena youiiry. OHa 3Hana,
KTO OH.

— TlepBoe 3epkano npoitneHo, — o0bsBIII Mactep Banb. — Bropoe — 3epkaio Kposwu.

Mupa nogHsIack Ha HOTM U NIOZIOLIUIA KO BTOpoMy nopTaity. OHa KOCHY/Iach €ro, 1 MUp CHOBA
ucue3. Ha 3tot pa3 oHa crosiia niepesn codoii — HO apyroid. Mononon, B 6e1oM IuiaThe, ¢ KOPOHOU
Ha rosioe. Dt1o OblIa e€ cectpa? E€ orpakenue? OHO 3aroBOPHUIIO:

— Twsi xouemnb 3HaTh, KTO Thi? TOraa gait MHE CBOIO KPOBb.

Mupa, He K0e0J1sICh, TPOBESIa MaJbIEM T10 JIE3BUI0 KMHKaJIa, KOTOPHIA OHA Halllla B KapMaHe
CBOEH OJek/IbI, M KaIlHyJa KpoBb B MopTaj. KpoBb 3acBeTniach cepeOpsiHBIM CBETOM, U Tiepe]l Hel
MIPE/ICTANIO BUJICHHE: KEHIIMHA B OEJIOM, C JIyHHBIM CMMBOJIOM Ha JIOY, IepXHUT e€ Ha pyKax. DTo
ObL1a KoposieBa. E€ math.

«Thl — MO$1 10Yb, — CKa3ajia KopoJsieBa. — Thl — UCTUHHAS HAC/IeAHUIA TpoHa. TBow Opar-
Onu3Hen ObUT youT Jlemoi, uTtoObl MocaguTh Ha TPOH cBoero chiHa. Ho 1wl BeikMIa. Thl BepHENIbCS
1 3a0epelllb TO, YTO MPUHAICKHUT TeOe 1Mo MpaBy»

Muipa nouyBCTBOBaJIA, Kak CNE3bI TEKYT 1o e€ nuiry. OHa 3Hasia npaBay. OHa ObUla pHUHIIEC-
coil. Ho mpuHI Apec, KOTOpbIi CTosiT ceituac psiioM ¢ Jlemoid, ObuT caMO3BaHIIEM.

OHa BbIIIUIA U3 BTOPOT'O 3epKajia, MoIIaThiBasich. Ternepb Bce CMOTpPESM Ha HE€ ¢ yAUBJICHUEM
— e€ KpoBb BCE eIIé CBeTUIaCh cepeOpoM Ha e€ pyKax.

— OHa npo1uia BTOpoe, — MpOoIIenTan KTo-To.

— Tpertbe, — ckazan umnepatop. — 3epkaio Bpemenu. Byab ocroposkHa, 104b.

Muipa nojioniia K TpeTbeMy HOpTajly U, He KoleOsich, IarHysa B Hero.

Ona oka3zanach B mpouuioM. [leBsaTHaauats jet Hazaa. OHa Bujiena rnoxap Bo JIBOpLE, BUAEA,
Kak Jlesa mpukaspiBaeT yOUTh KOpOJEBY U e€ jaeTeil. Bunena, Kak HSHS BBIHOCHT €€ M3 TOpsIIero
3[1aHMS U IiepeJacT TaHIopaM Ha mionaau. OHa Bujesna BCE — C caMOoro Havyajia JJO 3TOr0O MOMEHTA.

W xorpa oHa BbIlUIa U3 TPETHETO 3€pKaia, OHA 3HajIa BCE.

OHa crosiia iepes] UMIepaTopoM, 1 € ToJIoc 3Bydall TBEPO:

— I — Mupa, 10o4p KOposieBbl Dnucchl U umneparopa Bnaga. I — uctunHas HacnegHULa
TpOHa. A 3TOT YeJIOBEeK, — OHa yKazaja Ha Apeca, — He Baul cbiH. OH cbIH Jlegpl OT HEM3BECTHOTO
OTI[a, KOTOPOTO OHA MOCauJIa Ha TPOH, YOUB Moero Opara-Omu3Hera.

3an 3amep. Jlena mobmeHena, a Apec OTCTYITWII Ha IIar.

— 3710 N0X)b! — 3aKkpuuana Jlenga. — OnHa KoxyHbs!

Mmmnepatop NOgHSIICS € TPOHA U, K YAMBJICHUIO BCEX, OTKPBLI 171a3a. OH He ObLT CIIETbIM.

— 4 Bc€ 310 Bpems 3Ha, — ckazai oH. — Ho xkjan, noka HalaeTcs Ta, KTO CMOXKET JI0Ka-
3aTh 9T0 Yepe3 3epkaya. U Tenepp, KOrga JOKa3aTelIbCTBO 311€Ch, 51 OOBABISI0: Mupa — MOs1 10Ub,
3aKOHHAs HacnegHuua. Apec u Jlega — apectoBaHbl.

Jlepa nonbitanack coexarb, HO TuaH yxke CTOsUT y IBEpel, mperpaxias e myThb.

— He nBuratbcst, — ckaszai OH.

Muipa cTosiia HermoABWXKHO, IIsiis Ha otia. OHa Hanta npaBay. OHa Hamwia ce6s. U tenepb
el PeJCTOsIIO KUTh C ITUM 3HAHUEM.

Ho rae-To B riryOuHe y1my oHa 3Haja: 9TO ToJbKO Havyasno. Hactosimas 6ursa emg Briepeny.
3a 3TOM OUTBOM CTOsIIAa TeHB O0JIee MOTYIIIeCTBeHHas1, YeM Jleja — TeHb TaltHOTO COI03HUKA, KOTOPBIN
K JIaJ1 CBOETO yaca.
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I'naa 3. Kposb u nemneJ

3a1 3aMep B TUILMHE, KOTOpasi JUIWJIAaCh BCETO HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHHI, HO Mupe Moka3ajioch,
YTO TpoILIa 1enast BeyHocTh. OHa cTosia mepe TPOHOM, BCE emlé OIIyIiasi XOMOof CepeOpsHOro
CBeTa, CTPYSILErocs Mo e€ BeHaM Iociie NpoxoskaeHus 3epkaia Bpemenu. E€ pyku cierka nposxai,
HO TOJIOC 3By4Yasl TBEPXKE, YeM OHa cama oxujaina. OHa TOJNBKO YTO MPOU3HECHA CJIOBA, KOTOPHIE
NIepEeBEPHY/IM BCE KOPOJIEBCTBO, U Telepb CMOTpEJIa Ha JIMLIA JIOJIeH, KOTOphIe pellaiy, BEpUTh eil
WU HET.

Nmneparop Bian crost1, onvpaschk Ha OCOX, U €ro [la3a — TE camble I71a3a, KOTOPhIE BCE CUU-
TaJIM CJIETIIMU — CMOTPEJTH MPSIMO Ha He€. B Hux He ObU1o yauBieHus. TonbKo TIyOOKasi, BhICTpa-
JaHHas nedasib. OH KJald 3TOr0 MOMEHTA EBATHAALATH JeT. OH roTOBUJICS K HEMY, BO3MOXHO,
KaXIbIi1 IEHb, U TETIEPb, KOI/IA MTPaB/ia BIILIbUIA HAPYXKY, OH BBIIJIS/IE] HE TOPKECTBYIOIIMM, a OITy-
CTOLLIEHHBIM.

Jlena nepBoii Hapymwia TimHy. OHa paccMmesiiach — I'POMKO, HCTEPUYHO, C HOTKaMu Oe3y-
Mus. E€ cMex 3XoM pa3HECCS IO MpaMOPHOMY 3aJly, 3aCTaBJIsAsl CTPAKHUKOB B3JPOTHYTh.
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— Tw1 capimmms 310, Bian? — BHIKpUKHYJIA OHA, 0OpaIasch K uMreparopy. — Thl TO3BOJHIT
9TOW YJIMYHOU IeBUOHKE BOWTH B TBOW TPOHHBIH 3aJ1 M HA3BaTh TBOIO KEHY — MeHsI — YOuHIei?
Ona xonaynbsi! E€ nap — noxs! 3epkana nojjenassi!

— 3epkasia He MojJIeNaTh, — CHOKONHO oTBeTH1 Mactep Banb u3 Tenu. — VX marus crapiie
te0s1, Jlena. Crapuie Bcex Hac. OHM MOKa3bIBAIOT TPaB/Ly, KaKylo Obl Thl HA XOTEJa CKPBITb.

Jlena nmoBepHynach K HEMY, U B €€ IJ1a3aX BCIBIXHYJIA HEHABUCTD.

— To1, crapeiii néc! Tl Becerna HeHaBuaeA MeHs! DTo Thl ToAcTpou BeE 310! Thl Hayuns e€
MIPOXOAUTH 3epKajia, Thl JaJl €i JIOXKHYI0 KPOBb!

— Most KpoBb He JI0XKb, — CcKazajla Mupa, noqgaumas pyku. Ha e€ naioHsx BCE elle CBeTUIMCh
cepeOpsiHbIe MCKPBI, OCTABIIIUECS TTOCTIe IPUKOCHOBEHUS K ropTany. — Tbl 3Haenb 310. Thl 3HaeIlb,
YTO 51 — J04Yb KOpoJyieBbl Dmucchl. Tol yousa e€. Trl youna moero Opara-OnusHena. Tol mogMeHuIa
€ro CBOMM ChIHOM, YTOOBI YKPACTh TPOH.

Jlena 3amepna. E€ nuiio uckasmiock, M OHa IIArHyJjia BIEpEN, CKUMas KyJIaKku.

— Tsl HUUero He moKaxers! — mpomunena ona. — Y T1eds Het cBunerene! Her nokasza-
tesbeTB! ToMbKO crtoBa 6€3yMHON TaHIIOBIIMIIBI M CTAPOTO apXuBapuyca!

— ¥V MeHs ecTh JIoKa3aTeIbCTBO, — MPOU3HEC mmMriepatop. ['ooc ero O6bUT HU3KUM, HO Kaxk-
Il 3BYK MPOHU3bIBAJ 3aJ1, 34CTaBJISISA BCEX YMOJIKHYTh. OH ME/IJIEHHO CITyCTUJICS C BO3BBIILIEHUS, U
Mupa yBuzena, Kak OH UIET — He Kak CJIENOi CTapyK, a KaK YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIN 3HaJI AOPOTyY Aaxke
C 3aKPBITBIMU IV1a3aMU. — Y MeHs ecTb OHO, Jlena. I xpaHui ero geBaTHaUaTh JeT.

OH Joctasl W3 CKIaJOK CBOEH MaHTHM MaJIeHbKUI cepeOpsiHBI MelaJbOH U OTKPBUI €ro.
BHyTpH Obl1a MUHHMATIOpA — MOPTPET JKEHIIUHBI C JIyHHBIM CHMBOJIOM Ha JIOY ¥ IByX MJIAJICHIIEB Ha
pykax. OauH U3 HUX ObLT MAJIBYMKOM, APYroi — aeBodkoi. [log moprperom Obliia HAAMUCh, BHITpa-
BHUPOBaHHasl CTapbiM LIpUPTOM: «IDJHcca, KOponeBa, U HacaegHUKU: Pen u Jleina». Jleitna — 310
ObLI0 UM, KoTopoe Mupa HUKOrIa He cibimaia. Ho oHO 0To3BasIoch B HE IPOXbIO, CJIOBHO €€ CO0-
CTBEHHOE TEJIO Y3HAJIO €ro paHbllie, YeM €€ pasyM.

— Jleiina? — npomenrtana Mupa, kacasscb MUHUATIOPHI.

— 310 UM4, KOTOpoe Tebe Aaiu NP POKASHUN, — CKa3aJl UMIepaTop, U B €ro I7a3zax 3aoe-
crenu cnesbl. — Tol — Jledna. Mos 1oub.

Jlena B3BusrHyna. OHa pBaHy/ach K uMIiepaTopy, Ho TuaH yxe Obul psagom. OH TiepexBaThI
e€, 3aJIOMWJ PYKHU U MPHKaJl K KOJIOHHE, Ha KOTOPOI BUCEJIU IPEBHUE 3HAMEHA.

— Ornyctu MeHst! — kpuyaia oHa. — 1 — matb npuHua! Bel He umeere npasal

— To1 — yOwmiina, Jlena, — ckaszan umrepatop. — U Tl Oyzielib 0TBEYAaTh MO 3aKOHY.

Tuan kecTom npuKaszaji CTpakHUKaM MMOJOWTH, U OHU CKpYTHIU Jlemy, HaHecs Ha e€ 3amsCThsl
Marmueckre Hapy4YHUKU — TaKue ke, Kakue ObLTM Ha Mupe HecKoJIbKO JacoB Hazaz. Jlexa corpo-
THUBJISUIACh, U3BUBAJIACh, HO €€ KPUKU CTUXAJIM [0 MEPE TOTO, KaK €€ BBIBOJMIIM U3 3aJ1a.

Koraa nBepb 3a Hell 3aKpbliach, B 3aj1e MIOBHCIIA ITTyOOKasi TUIIMHA. Bee B3MIsap 00paTHiInCh
Ha nipuHIa Apeca. OH CTOSUT HETOABMXHO, OJISHBINA KaK TIOJIOTHO, U €ro IJ1a3a ObLIA MPUKOBAHHBI K
nony. OH He mibITascs 6exarb. He mpiTasncs oTpunars.

— Apec, — ckazaj umrepaTop, oBopauuBasicb K Hemy. — YTo TbI 3HaI1?

[Mpuni nogusit rosoy. Ero smio Ob10 MCKakeHOo cTpaganueM, 1 Mupa yBuesa, 4yTo OH Iia-
Yer.

— 41 3HaJ1, 4TO OHA HE MOSI MaTh, — CKa3aJl OH, ¥ OJIOC €ro IpoxKal. — $1 3Haji 3TO ¢ JeTCTBa.
Ona HuKoraa He Obl1a KO MHe 1oOpa. OHa roBopujia MHE, YTO MOSI HACTOSIIIAs MaTh yMepiia, U 4To
OHa criacjia MeHs oT HuuieTsl. Ho s momo3pesai. 51 uyBcTBOBaJ, UTO YTO-TO HE TaK. Ho 51 He 3Hai o
rojiMeHe. S He 3HaJ1, YTO 1 — CaMO3BaHeLl.

OH ynasn Ha KOJIeHU Mepe]] UMIIEPaTOPOM.

— Oren, npoctu MeHs. § He npoiny o TpoHe. S He mpouly o TUTYJE. S MpocTo X0uy 3HaTh
MpaBIy: KTO MO HACTOSIIIMEA OTel?
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MmmnepaTtop cMOTpest Ha Hero JOJITUM B3MISAOM. B ero riaszax ObU10 cocTpaganue, CMeliaHHOe
C TOpEYbIO.

— TBoi#1 oTelr ObLT KOMAHAUPOM CTPaXH, — CKazasl oH THX0. — OH 1moru6d B Ty HOUb, KOI/a
Jlena coxrna apoper. OHa B3si1a Te0s1, TOTOMY YTO ThI ObUT €IMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO MOT 3aMEHUTb MOETO
youroro cbiHa. Thl — He BUHOBEH B €€ rpexax.

Apec 3ariakajl HaB3pblJl, YTKHYBIIMCh JIMLIOM B XOJIOIHBII KaMeHb. MUpa cMOTpesa Ha Hero
Y 4yBCTBOBaJIa, KaK THEB, KOTOPHI OHAa HOCHUJIA B cebe, TaeT, yCTymnasi MecTo kajaocTu. OH Toxe ObLT
KepTBoil. OH Tak ke He BHIOMPaJI CBOIO Cy/Ib0y, Kak U OHa.

Nmnepatop nogomesnn Kk Hemy Y MOJIOKWII PyKy Ha IIJIeHO.

— Bcranb, cbiH MO, — cka3ai oH. — Tbl He BuHOBeH. HO ThI oymkeH Oy/iensb 1oKa3arh 31O,
KakK ¥ oHa. Thl OcTaHelbCs Moj JOMAIlIHUM apecToM, MOKa Mbl He NPOBEAEM paccieioBanue. Ecnu
Thl HEBUHOBEH, ThI Oy/Iellb CBOOOJIEH.

Apec nonHsIcA Ha HOTY U KUBHYJI. CTpakul yBesu ero, HO He rpy0o — ¢ yBakeHHEM, KOTOpoe
BCE €IIE MPUHAJLJIEKAIO HACIETHUKY .

Mupa octanacsk B 3ajie oiHa ¢ umrieparopom, Tuanom u Macrepom Banem. CTpaskHUKM MTOKU-
HYJIY 3aJ1, ¥ IBEPU 3aKPbLIMCh 32 HUMHU.

— Tenepb MBI OIHU, — CKa3aJl UMIIEPaTop, U €ro rojoc MOTEPsI BCIO CBOI O(ULIMAIBHYIO
TBEPHOCTh. OH BBITJISIEN YCTABIIMM, CTaphIM, CIIOMJIEHHBIM. — $1 XOTeJ cka3arh Tebe mpaBy MHOTO
net Hazaj, Jleina. Ho s He mor. Jlena nepxaia MeHs B rjieHy. OHa oTpaBwia MEHs, OCJIeNiia — He
(busryecKy, HO s IPUTBOPSIIICS CIIETBIM, YTOOBI BBUKHTS. §1 a1 TBOETO BO3BPAIIICHHMSI.

— Tlouemy BBl ka1 Tak A0aro? — crupocuiia Mupa, 4yBCTBYsl, Kak TOpeub NOJHUMAETCS B
e€ rpyau. — [loyeMy BbI He UCKaIM MeHsI?

— 41 uckan, — ckazan umrneparop, HoaxoAs K Heil. Ero pyku 1poxanu, Korjaa oH IpOTSHYJI UX
k e€ muity. — Ho Jlena ynuaroxuna Bee crenpl. OHa yousia HsiHIO, KoTopas criacia Te0s. OHa cTépia
TBOE UM$ U3 BCEX apXUBOB. Sl 3HAJI TOJILKO OJTHO: ThI KMBA. 1 4TO ThI IPUAEILIL, KOTIA IPUIET BPEMS.

— W BBl nymanu, 4to s npuny? — Mupa OTCTynMjIa Ha 1Iar, He MO3BOJIsIsl €My KOCHYTBCS
ce0s1. — 4 Hudvero He 3Hama. S Obuta paObiHel. S TaHIeBana 3a MeAsku. S cnajia Ha comome. A Bb
CHJICJTM HA TPOHE M kJamu? DTo Ha3bIBaeTCS JIOOOBBIO OTIIA?

Mmnepatop oImycTui pykd, ¥ €ro JIUIO CTaJIo OOJIe3HEHHO-0JIe/THBIM.

— 4 He Mory ompaByaTh ceOs1, — cka3zaj oH. — {1 ObUT TpycoM. 51 GOsIICS, YTO €CITU BBICTYILTIO
npotuB Jleapl, oHa yObeT TeOs1. OHa yrpoxana MHe: ecli sl CKaky XOTb CJIOBO, OHA HAWAET Teds U
YHUUTOXUT. I HUYEro He MOr CeJIaTh, KPOME Kak *kJaTh U HaJEAThCs, YTO Thl CaMa HalJEIb My Th
K IIpaBJie.

— W s nanuia, — ckazasia Mupa, 1 B €€ rosioce rpo3pyydaiia crajib. — Ho g Hanuia 310 He
Onarozapsi Bam. l HalIa 31O, MOTOMY UTO KTO-TO XOTeJ, YTOOHI s1 ymMepina. KTo-To moacraBui MeHs.
KT0-TO XOTEN MCIOMB30BaTh MOIO CMEPTh, YTOOBI 3AMECTH CIIE/IBI.

Omna nosepHyJace kK Mactepy BaHio.

— BpI 3127111 00 3TOM? BBI 3HAH, YTO MEHS XOTAT YOUTH?

Macrep BaHb MeJIEHHO KHBHYIL.

— 51 3Han, uto Jlena 3ambinuisieT npoTuB TeOs. OHa y3HauIa, U4To JKpHIA XpaHWIa TAHY TBOETO
npoucxoxaeHus. Korga xkpuia otkasanack Boiath e€, Jlena npukasana youts e€. M oHa xotena,
YTOOBI BCE JyMaJIH, 4TO 3TO Thl. OHa X0Tesa, YToObl TeOsI Ka3HWIIM MPEsK/Ie, YeM Thl yCIeelb Y3HATh
npasy. Ho oHa He yusia, 4ToO y MeHs €CTh COIO3HUKH.

— Coto3nnkn? — Mupa nepeena B3] Ha Trana. — To1? Tol 3HAT 000 BCEM 3TOM?

Tuan marHya Briepén U OMyCTUJICS Ha OHO KOJIEHO repen Hell. Ero ronoc ObUT HU3KUM, HO
TBEPIBIM.

— Mos HacTosimasi Muccrsi Obula He OXpaHsTh UMIepatopa. Mosi Muccusi Oblia OXpaHsTh
T1eO4. S ObUT mOCIIaH, YTOOKI CJIEAUTH 34 TOOOM B TaliHe, YTOOLI 3aUTHTDL TeOd oT Jlens! U eé Jmoaei.
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Mupa ommesoMIEHHO CMOTpesa Ha Hero. Bee 9Tu rofipl, Korja oHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa Ha ceOe 4eid-
To B3I, Koraa el ka3anock, 4To KTO-TO CJIGAMT 32 Hel Ha IO, — 3TO ObUT OH.

— Tut cnequit 3a mHON? — cnpocwia oHa. — [louyeMy 1ol He ckazas MHe? [louemy Thl He
Npeaynpeana MeHs?

— TMoTtomy 4TtO THI 0KHA ObLTa HAWTH MpaBay cama, — oTBeTH Tuan. — Ecnu Obl s BMe-
mrajncs panbine, Jlema 3anomo3puia Osl HenmagHoe. OHa youna Obl Hac 0oOoux. MHe HyXHO ObLIO,
9TOOBI THI MpoIILIa yepe3 Vcrpitanue, 4ToObl JOKa3aTelbCTBA ObUIM HEOCTIOPUMBIMHU.

Mupa ropbKo yCMEXHYIach.

— MHe npuIuioch yMepeTb, 4ToObI I0Ka3aTh, YTO 51 KUBA.

— Thl HEe ymepia, — ckaszan TuaH, nogHMMas Ha He€ mias3a. — Thl BbuKMiIA. Tl CIIBHEE, YeM
OyMaelllb.

Ona mocMoTpesia Ha OTLa, Ha CTApOro apXMBapuyca, Ha KaluTaHa, CTOSIILIErO Mepej Hell Ha
KoJIeHsIX. Best e€ sku3Hb OblTa JIOKBIO, HO B 9TOH JIKM ObUIA M TpaBJa — IMpaBJa O TOM, YTO OHA He
OfIHA.

OHa Me/IJIeHHO MOAI0IILIAa K UMIIEPATOPy U B3sJIa €r0 PyKY.

— 5l He Mory pocTUTh Bac, — ckaszasa oHa. — He cpasy. Ho s Mory nonsitarbest HOHATH. Bbl
ckazaisu, 4to Jlesa Obula HEe €MHCTBEHHOW YIpo30il. UTO BBl UMENH B BUILY ?

Nmneparop cxait e€ pyky.

— Jlena Opbuna nerkoit. OHa IeiicTBOBasIa 1O MPHUKa3y APEBHEro OpAeHa, KOTOPBIN XO4YeT YHU-
YTOXKUTH JIyHHYIO KpoBb. OHM Ha3bIBaIOT cedst Tenb. OHU BepsT, UTO JIyHHAs] Marusi — 3TO MPOKJIS-
THE, KOTOPOE HYXKHO CTepeTh ¢ jmia 3eman. Onu nomorsu Jlege youTs TBOIO MaTh U TBOEro Opara.
Onu fanu eii BiacTh. A Tenepb, koraa Jlema maga, OHU MPUIYT 32 TOOOM.

Muipa no4yBCcTBOBaJa, Kak X0JIOf poOeraeT Mo e€ CruHe.

— Krt0 onun?

— Mal He 3Haem, — otBeTws1 Mactep Banb. — OHU JIeICTBYIOT B TeHU. MBI 3HaeM TOJIBKO,
YTO OHU KOHTPOJIUPYIOT MHOTME JOMa 3HATH, OHU MOAKYNAIOT CTPaKHUKOB, OHU OTPaBJISIOT yMbl. U
OHH HE OCTAHOBSATCS, ITOKA HE YHUUTOXAT TeOsI M TBOETO OTIIA.

— 3HauuT, 51 He MPOCTO HAC/IEAHUIIA, — CKazasla Mupa. — §l — MuIieHs.

— Tb1 — Hagexa, — nonpaBmi e€ umrnepaTop. — TBOsI KPOBb — €JMHCTBEHHAsI, CIOCOOHAS
MIPOTUBOCTOSITh UX Maruu. TBOE OTpakeHHe BUAMT UX UCTUHHBIE Jiula. IMEHHO MO3TOMY OHM Tak
6osTCS TEOS.

Mupa otrycTusia pyKy oTa ¥ OToluIa K OKHY. 3a HUM [IPOCTUpaIach CTOJIMIA — rOpof, KOTO-
pblil OHA 3HaJIa, KaK CBOU ISTh MaJIbIIEB, HO KOTOPbIN Tenephb Kazaics el uy:xuMm. OHa Bujena J1biM
HaJ TpyOamu, BU/ieia KPHIIIHA JOMOB, TJIe )KHJIM OObIYHbIE JTIOJH, U IyMaJia O TOM, YTO BCE OHM HUYETO
HE 3HAIOT O TOM OMTBE, KOTOpasi BOT-BOT Pa3pa3UTCs B UX CTEHAX.

— Yro MHe zienarh? — CIpocuia OHa, He 000pavYrBasiCh.

— Thl JOMKHA CTaTh CHIIBHOM, — CKa3aJl UMIiepaTop. — Thl JOIKHA HAYYUTHCS KOHTPOJIUPO-
BaTh CBOM Aap. Thl 10KHA OOBEIUHUTD HAPOIL M TPOTUBOCTOATH TeHH.

— U yOuts ux? — noBepHyJIach OHa.

— Wnu nepeybeautsb, — ckazan TuaH, moqHUMAasICh ¢ KOJIEH. — Y BCEro ecTh CBET U TeHb.
MoskeT ObITh, OHU TOXE MOTYT U3MEHHUTHCS.

Mupa cMOTpesia Ha HEero, ¥ BIIEPBBIE 3a BCE 9TO BPEMs IIOUYBCTBOBAJIA, UYTO y HEE €CTh KTO-TO,
KTO BUJIUT B HEWl HE OpyXkue, a YeJoBeKa.

— Xoporuo, — ckazajna oHa. — I cornacha.

Beuepom oHa cuaena B Toi ke KOMHare, e otabixana nepe Vcneitanuem. Ho tenepb oHa
Obla He ofHa. TwaH cTosin y Bepu, oxpaHsis e€, a Mactep BaHb cuyienn HampoOTUB U OOBACHSIT el
npuponay e€ aapa.
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— Tol MOXeLIb BUIETH MPOLIOE B OTPAKEHUSIX, — rOBOPHII OH. — Ho 3TO TosbKO Havaso.
Thbl MOXeIIb HAYYUThCS BUZIETH Oy/yilee B 3epkajiax. Thl MOXKeIb OOIMATLCS C TEMH, KTO ykKe YIIET.
Thl MOKEIIb MEHATh PEAIBHOCTD, €CJIM TBOSI BOJISI JOCTATOYHO CUJIbHA.

— Kak g mory stomy Hayuntbcsi? — cripocuiia Mupa.

— Bpewms, — ckazan Mactep Banb. — U npakTrka. Ho ceifuac y Hac Het BpeMeHU. TeHs yxe
B ropofe. f Bujien ux ciesipl B apXuBax.

OH pocTan U3 KapMaHa CBUTOK M pa3BepHYJI ero. ITo OblIa KapTa CTOJUIIBI C KPACHBIMU MET-
KaMHU.

— D11 MecTa — UX YKpbITUsl. OHY TUIAHUPYIOT HaMaIeHue Ha IBOpell B OMKaiime THI. Mbl
JOJKHBI OBITh TOTOBBI.

Mupa cmoTpea Ha KapTy ¥ 4yBCTBOBaJIa, KaK B HEW 3aropaeTcs peuMocTsb. OHa He MO3BOJIUT
UM YHUYTOXHUTb TO, YTO eil foporo. OHa He MO3BOJIUT UM CTepeTh MaMsATh O CBOEH MaTepH u Opare.

— Tuan, — ckazana oHa, IOBOPaYMBasiCh K KanmuTaHy. — Thl MOXKeIb COOPATh OTPsI BEPHBIX
monen?

— Vke nearo, — OTBETUJI OH.

— Torga Ml feiictByeMm 3aBTpa. Ha paccaere.

Oma BcTaa v ofIonuia K 3epKajty, BUCEBIIeMY Ha cTeHe. B oTpaxeHun oHa Bujena cebs — yxe
HE Ty UCITyTaHHYIO TAHLOBLIMILY, a )KEHIIMHY C TOPALIMMU I71a3aMu. B e€ pyke, CIOBHO 1O IIPU3BIBY,
3aXI71ach cepeOpsiHask UCKpa.

— 1 — Jleiina, nous JIyHsl, — cka3zajia oHa cBoeMy oTpaxeHuio. — U 51 He no3Bommo Tenu
MoOeIUTh.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATYy BOE:KaJl 3arbIXaBIIUICs CTPAKHUK.

— Bame BenmmuectBo! — kpukHys oH. — Jlega meptBa! E€ Haim oTpaBiieHHO B Kamepe!

Mupa 3amepna. E€ cepane npomyctuwio yaap. OHa mnoBepHyiack k Macrepy BsHio, U TOT
noOseaHel.

— OHH 3aTHIKAIOT PThl, — CKa3aJl OH. — TeHb He OCTaBIISIET CBUIETEIEH.

— Ho kT0 Mor youTs e€ B oxpaHsieMoil kamepe? — cripocu1 TuaH, XBaTasch 3a Mey.

— Kr0-T0, KOMY NOBepsm, — orBeTr Macrep Banb. — KT0-T0, KTO MMeeT JOCTyII K TIOpbME.
TO MOXKET OBITh JTIOOON — OT CTPaKHUKA JIO MPUIBOPHOTO.

Mupa crosinia, IA45 Ha OTPaK€HUE, U YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK PEaJIbHOCTh PYLIMTCS BOKPYT HEE.
Omna ToNBbKO YTO 0Opea OTIa, I0M, UMsI — U yXKe TepsieT BCE.

— MBI 107KHBI HAUTH YOUTITy, — CKa3asa oHa TBEPIO. — U MbI TOIKHBI clienaTh 3TO J0 TOTO,
kak TeHb HaHeceT cienyomui yaap.

Omna nocMoTpena Ha HOYHOe HeOOo 32 OKHOM. JlyHa Obliia TIOJTHOM, ¥ €€ CBET 3JIMBAJl KOMHATY.

— 41 He Gyny aaTh, MOKA OHU MPHUIYT 32 MHOU. fl MOy K HUM TIepBOIL.
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I'naBa 4. JIynHblil 1030p

Hous B JIyHHOM KOpOJIEBCTBE HUKOT/IA He OblIa Mo-HacTosAIeMy TEMHOM. [axke koraa obnaka
3aKpbIBAJIM HEOO, CepeOpUCTBIN CBET MPOOUBAJICS CKBO3b HHX, 03apsisl YJIHUIIbI, KPBIIIH, IIIHIA JBOP-
1OBbIX OareH. JlyHa Oblia 371ech He IPOCTO HEOECHBIM TEJIOM — OHa OblIa JYIIOH KOPOJIEBCTBA, €0
3alUTHULEN U cyaben. U cenvac, korga Mupa crosia y OKHa, IVI4 Ha €€ NOJIHBIM IUCK, OHA YyB-
CTBOBaJIA, KaK JIYHHBII CBET IIPOHUKAET B €€ KPOBb, COrpeBasi €€ U3HYTPHU.

— MBpI IOJKHBI CIIEIUTh, — cKa3all TuaH, cTos y ABepr ¢ 00HaKEHHBIM MedoM. — Terto Jletst
ewE B kamepe. Ecin Mbl HE OCMOTpUM €ro cervac, YJIMKUA MOT'YT UCUE3HYTb.

Mpupa KuBHYJA, OTpPBIBasACh OT OKHA. OHa BCE €ILE NpUBbIKAJIA K CBOEMY HOBOMY UMEHU —
Jleitna. BHyTpr oHa yyBcTBOBas1a ceOs1 MUPOIA, TOW caMOii TAHIIOBIIMIIEH, KOTOpasi 60s1J1aCh CMOTPETh
B Boxy. Ho Tenepb, korjga npaeja pacKkpbliach, OHa 3HaJIa, YTO MPOILIoe OOJIbIIe He MMEET 3HAUeHHUS.
Oma okHa ObLIa CTaTh TOM, KOTO JK/1aJI0 KOPOJIEBCTBO.

— Benu mens, — ckasaina oHa.

TuaH OTKpBUI OBEPH, M OHU BHILIM B KOPUIOp. 32 HUMM ciegosanu Macrep Bsnb u asoe
CTPaKHUKOB, KOTOpPbIM Tuan goBepss. OHM UM Yyepe3 JIMHHbIE TaJIEPen JBOpLA, MUMO CITALIUX
CJIYT U (pakesioB, KOTOpbIE FOPEJI POBHBIM IIaMeHeM. Bcé Ob110 Thx0, Ho Mupa 4yBcTBOBaIa HAIpsi-
’KeHHUe, BUCSIIIEE B BO3/IyXe, KaK rPO30BOE 00MIAKO.

Kawmepa Jlenpl Haxonuiach B MOA3EMENbAX, JAIEKO OT FOCTEBBIX IIOKOEB, B TOM YacTH ABOPLIA,
KyZAa PeIKo 3aXOQWJIM Jake CTpakHUKU. Korna OHM CIyCTUIIMCh 10 y3KOM KaMEHHOM JIECTHULIE, BO3-
AyX CTaJl XOJIOIHBIM M BIaxHbIM. CBIpOCTb TPOHMU3BIBAJIA IO KOCTEU, 1 Mupa Moexnace.

V BXoga B KaMepy CTOSUIM JIBOE CTPAKHUKOB, OJIe/IHbIE KaK MeJl.

— Kanwuran TuaH, — OIWH U3 HUX IIArHyJ Boepéa. — Mpbl Hanum €€ yTpoM. Yke MEPTBYIO.
MB!I HEKOTO HE BITyCKaJIM Y HE BBITYCKAJIN.

— Kro npunocun eny? — cnipocui Tuan, ocMaTpuBasi ABEpb.

— OObIuHBIN ciyra U3 JBOPLOBOM KyXHU. OH NPUXOIWII C Y)KUHOM, Kak Bcerga. Mbl poBe-
PWIM TapesKy W MUTbE — HUYETO HE HAIILIU.

— Kro 310T cniyra? — cnpocuna Mupa.

— Ero 30yt Ken. OH paboTaeT B KyxHe yxe Tpu roga. Hukorna HuKakux npoosnem.

— I'ne oH ceiiuac?

CrpaxHMK NOXaJl IIe4aMu.

— BepHysica Ha KyXHI0, HABEPHOE.

Tuan oOMeHsiIcs B3MISA0M ¢ Mupoi.

— MBpI nnpoBepum ero nozxe. CHayana — TeJo.

On BowEn B kamepy, 1 Mupa nocnegoBaia 3a HuM. Jlega nexaiia Ha KOMKe, ofeTas B IPOCTOE
cepoe IuIaThe, KOTOpPoe € 1ali BMECTO €€ POCKOLIHBIX HapsaoB. E€ iuio Obuto OneHbIM, OYTH
OesbIM, M Ha Ty0ax 3acTbuia neHa. OHa ObUTa MepTBa, HO CMEpTh He cfieliaia e€ MeHee KpacHBOW —
OHa Ka3aJach CIALIEU CTaTyel, BIPE3aHHOM U3 MpaMopa.

Mupa nofonuia 61mke, 49yBCTBYsI CMECh OTBPAILIEHH S M KaJIOCTU. DTa KeHIIMHA yOuIia e€ MaTh,
youa e€ Opata, ykpasia e€ xu3Hb. M BcE xe, Iss Ha He€ ceituac, Mupa He uyBcTBOBasIa TpuyMda.
ToNBKO CTpaHHYIO MyCTOTY.

— Kak ona ymepna? — cnpocuiia oHa.

Macrep Banb HakJIOHWICA HaJ TEJIOM, A€pka B PyKE MAJIEHBKYIO JIYITY.

— An. BeicrponeiicTytonmii. BepositTHo, B Boge. Buauib, Ha rydax ocrajcst romyOoBaThIid
HAJIET. ITO Npu3HaK «JIyHHOU cne3bl» — 714, KOTOPBIM UCIIONB3YIOT TOJIBKO ITPUJBOPHBIE, TOTOMY
YTO €r0 CJI0KHO JOCTaTh.
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— Jlynnas cne3a? — nepecripocui Tuan. — 1 crbiman o HEM. OH cuuTaeTcs JiereHaapHbIM.
Ero usroraBiuBaioT U3 KOpHEW LIBETKA, KOTOPBII PACTET TOJIBKO B 3anpeTHbiX 3emiisax. Kto mor
J0CTaTh ero?

— Kr10-TO C 04YeHb OombIIMMU CBSA3SIMU, — OTBeTHT Mactep Banb. — Wmu KTO-TO, KTO cam
MPUHAIEKUT K TeHn.

Mupa HaxMypHIaCh.

— 3Hauur, youiila He mpocTo HaéMHUK. OH U3 UX KpyTa.

— Wnm nopkyruieHHbIid ivu, — no6aui Tuan. — B mo6om ciydae, 310 o3HavaeT, 9to TeHb
y’e IPOHUKJIA BO ABOpell. Bo3MOXxHO, 1axke B OKpYKEeHHE UMIIeparopa.

Mupa nouyscTBoBasa xonoj B rpyau. OHa nosepHysach k Tuany.

— MBbI JO/KHBI cOOOIUTD OTITy. OH JOJIKEH 3HATh, YTO ONMACHOCTh BHYTPH.

— Vxe coobnr, — ckaszai Tuan. — ¢ mociaj roHna, Kak ToJIBKO MbI HAIlLIN TEJIO.

— Xopomo. Tenepp — ciyra Kesn. I'ne ero naittu?

— Ha KyxHe, — oTBeTwI CTpa)kHUK. — MBI MOKEM IIPUBECTH €T0 CIOAA.

— Her, — ckazana Mupa. — Mpsl noiiém k Hemy. Eciii OH HEBMHOBEH, OH MPOCTO CIIyTa,
KOTOpOro 3armyraiy. Eciii oH BUHOBEH, y HEro MOryT ObITh COOOLTHUKH, U OHU OyAyT KJaTh HAC B
3acaje.

Tuan ogoOpUTENTEHO MOCMOTPEIT Ha HeE.

— TbI OBICTPO YUHIIIBCS.

— ¥V MeHs ObLJT XOPOIIUH yYHTelh, — OTBETUJIAa OHA, U B €€ roJloce BIEPBbIE 32 JOJT0e BpeMs
MIPO3BYyYaJIa JIErKask yCMElIKa.

KyxHs 1BopIia Haxonuiach B BOCTOYHOM KpbLie, PSIOM C KJIQJI0BBIMU M BUHHBIMU TIOTpedamMu.
Jlaxxe HOYBIO TaM OBLIO OXKMBJIEHHO — IIOBAapa FOTOBUJIM 3aBTPAK IS UMIIEPATOpPa, CIYTH MBLIH
MOCY/Ty, MAJTBUUIIKH-TTOMOIITHUKY Oeraiv Ty/a-ciofa ¢ TSkETsIME rogHocamu. Korna Mupa, Tran u
MX HeOOJIBIIION OTPsiT BOILIM B OFPOMHOE ITOMEIIIEHUE, BCE 3aMeEpIIH.

Tuan nogHAN pyKy.

— He nyraiitecb. Mbl mpocTo xoTM noroBoputs ¢ Kemnom.

[ToBapa neperisiHyIMCh, U OIUH U3 HUX, IPY3HBI MY)XYMHA C KPACHBIM JIMIIOM, CHIeJIaJl Iar
BIIEPEN.

— Ken ymeén yac Hazaa. Ckasai, 4To emy IJI0XO0, U OMPOCKIT OTITYCTUTh €r0 JOMOWU.

— Homoit? — nepecnipocun Tuan. — OH KXUBET BO ABOpIIE?

— Her, oH cHuMaeT KoMHaty B ropofe, Ha yaune JIyHHbIX KaMeHIIMKOB. OH 4acTo yXOIuT,
KOIZla eMy HexXopouio. Mbl He Jep:KUM CITyT CUJION.

Mupa B3risHy1a Ha Tuana.

— Vnuna JIyHHBIX KaMEeHIUKOB. DTO HelaneKko?

— Hecsarty MuHyT X0abObl. Ho eciit oH cOexal, ero yxe MoXeT He ObITh TaM.

— Toraa Mbl IOJKHBI TPOBEPUTH, — CKa3aia Mupa. — Ecnu oH yOwuiinia, oH OyJeT MbITaThCs
CKpbITbCS. Ec/ OH IPOCTO UCITyraHHBIN ciyra, OH MOKET 3HATh UYTO-TO BasKHOE.

OHu BHIIILTM U3 IBOPIIAa Yepe3 OOKOBbIE BOPOTa, KOTOpble TruaH oTKpbUT cBouM KiouoM. Hou-
HO¥ TOpOJ1 BCTPETUJT MX THIIMHOM U 3ar1aXOM CHIPO¥ 3eMJIU. YIIUIIBI ObLIN ITyCTBIHHBI, TOJIBKO PEJKUE
NaTpy/iv MPOXOAWIA MUMO, HO THaH MoKa3bIBajl UM 3HAK, U OHU IPOITYCKaM OTpsiz 6€3 BOITPOCOB.

Vnuna JlyHHBIX KaMEHIIMKOB Obl1a Y3KOW, C JIOMaMM, KOTOpPbIE TECHWJIMCh APYT K JIPyry,
CJIOBHO CTapasich corperbcsi. @oHapu ropenu Tyckjo, 1 Mupa Bujena, Kak TeHH IUIAIIYT Ha CTEHaXx.
E€ cepaue 6uiock ObicTpee, HO He OT cTpaxa. OHa 4yBCTBOBaA, KaK JIyHHBIH CBET BHYTPH HEE ITyJIb-
CUpYET B TaKT C CEpALIEM, JaBasi il CHIIBL.

TuaH 0CTaHOBWIICS Y OJJHOTO M3 JOMOB — CTaporo, ¢ OOMyNHBIIENCS KPACKOH Ha CTaBHSIX.

— 31ech, — CKa3aJl OH.

On nocryyai B 1Bepb. Hukto He otBeTnin. OH nocTyyasl CHoBa — M ONATh THIIMHA. Torna oH
TOJIKHYJI IBE€Pb, U1 OHA OTKPBLIACh C IPOH3UTEJILHBIM CKPHIIOM.
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BuyTpu 66110 TeMHO 1 X0101HO. KOMHaTa Oblj1a MaJIeHbKOM, C OJTHUM CTOJIOM, OTHOU KPOBAThIO
¥ OTHUM CyHIyKoM. Ha crorne crosiia Tapenka ¢ HeioeJeHHbIM XJ1e00M U KpykKa ¢ Bogoi. KpoBathb
OblJIa CMATa, HO HA HEM HUKOIO He OBLIO.

— On ymén, — ckazan TuaH, ocmarpuBas koMHaty. — Ho oH ymén HepaBHO. XJieb ermé
MSTKHM.

Mupa noponuia K croiay ¥ ocraHoBuiach. OHa NOCMOTpeNa Ha KPYKKY C BOIOH, M €€ Jap,
KOTOPBIU OHA TaK JIOJITO MOJABJISUIA, TPOCHYJICS BHYTpU He€. OHa MPOTsIHYJ/Ia PyKY U KOCHYJIACh BOJIbI.
Bona Opl1a X0JIOAHOM, HO B TOT e MUT Tepe]] Hell BO3HUKJIO BUJICHUE.

Ona Bugena Kena — mosonoro napHst ¢ ppKMMM BOJIOCAMHU M MUCIYTaHHBIMU IM1a3aMu. OH
CHJEJI Ha TOM CaMOM MecTe M IIWJI BoLy. Bapyr 1Bepb OTKpbUIach, U BOIIET KTO-TO B YEPHOM ILIaIlIE.
Ken Bckouw, ucryraHto misiisi Ha He3HaKOMIIa.

— Tut coenan Be€, Kak g Besen? — crpocui royioc. OH ObUT TIIyXUM, UCKaXEHHBIM, CJIOBHO
TOBOPMBLLUII MTPATAJ JIULIO O] MACKOM.

— HI-na, — 3aukasich, orBeTu1 Ken. — 4 monceiman s B e€ nuthe. OHa BhINWIA U yMepiia
yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MrHOoBeHUM.  crenan sato. Tenepb oTmycTute MeHsi!

— MHm otmycTuM Tebst, — ckasall rojioc. — Ho cHavasia Tl pacckakellb HaMm o JieByIike. O
TOM TAHLOBIIMIIE. YTO THI 3HAEIIb O HEN?

— Huuero! 1 ve 3naio eé! 4 mpocrto ciyra!

YenoBek B YEpHOM LIArHyJ1 Briepén, u Ken ormarHyscs.

— Torma ckaxu, roe oHa xuBéer. ['ne oHa OpiBaeT. Be€, yTo 3HAEID.

— OmHa xuBet B ropone! Ha rmomaau! Ona TaHiyer y ¢pontana! 51 6onbinie HuUero He 3Haio!

YesioBek B Y4EPHOM KUBHY/IL.

— Xoporro. Ter momor Ham. Ho Tenieps Tl goikeH yitu. [TokuHb ropon. 3aBTpa yTpoM Teost
37€Ch HE JOJKHO OBITh.

Keun 3akuBa1, 1 BUfieHue ucuesio. Mupa oTiepHysa pyKy, 9yBCTBYS CJ1a00CTh B HOT'axX.

— Yo THI BUsiena? — cripocui TuaH, nogaepxuBas ee.

— Keun orpasun Jleny, Ho no nipukasy koro-to u3 Tenn. Ouu uiyT MeHsi. OHU XOTAT 3HATh,
r7e s KUBY, rae s ObiBao. Ken ckazan viM, 9To S TaHITyIO Ha TIOMIA/IH.

— Toraa Ham HY)KHO HaWTH €ro paHbllle, YeM OHH, — cKa3al Tuad. — OH MOXeT 3HaTbh, KTO
UX Jujep.

— OH He 3HaeT, — nokavaJsa roioBoit Mupa. — OH ObLT TpocTo HaéMHUKOM. OHU UCTIONB30-
BaJM ero 1 BeiOpocuii. Ho ects koe-uto BaxkHoe: rosioc. $1 crpimana ero. OH ObUT ITTyXHM, UCKaKEH-
HBIM, HO y Hero Oblj1a OJIHa OCOOSHHOCTh: KOT/Ia OH IMPOU3HOCHUII CJIOBA, OBUIO CIIBIITHO, KAK CKPUTIUT
MeTasul. CII0BHO OH HOCWJI MAaCKy WJIH ILIJIEM.

— 3Hauut, youiinia — u3 Tenu, — ckazan Mactep Baub, KoTopbIii K aan cHapyxu. — OHu
HOCAT MAaCKH, YTOOBI MX HeJIb351 ObLIO Y3HATh. DTO UX TPATUIIHS.

— Toraa Mbl JOJKHBI HAWTH ero, — ckazaiia Mupa. — OH rae-to 31eck. OH ckazan Keny yidtu
3aBTpa yTPOM. 3HAUMUT, OH CaM IUIAHUPYET OCTaThCsl B TOPOJIE.

— Wnm yiitu BMecte ¢ Hum, — jo6aBwi Tuan. — Ho y Hac ects Bpems. Eciu oH Oyzet k1athb
10 YTpa, Mbl MOKEM YCTPOUTD JIOBYIIIKY.

Mupa o6mymana 310. B rosioBe y Heé co3peBa TUiaH.

— Uro, ecu Ken He yiinér? Yto, eciiu OH ocTaHeTcs, U OyaeT kaath youiiiry? Mbl MoxkeM
B3$ITh €r0 0J] OXPaHy, OCTaBUTb 3[IECh, & CAMH YCTPOUM 3acajy.

— DTO pUCKOBAaHHO, — cKazan Tuan. — Ecnm yOuiinia 3amogo3puT JIOBYIIKY, OH HE TIPUJIET.
N yopér Kena, mpex/ie 4eM Mbl ycrieeM BMeIaThesl.

— Torna mMbI TOTXKHBI OBITH OBICTpee, — OTBeTHIIa Mupa. — TuaH, y Te0s1 eCTh JIIoH, KOTOPhIM
THI IOBEpSICIIb?

— [la. Tpoe CTpaKHUKOB U3 MOEro OTpsaa.

25



O. E¢umosa. «Ockonku Jlynnoro Tpona»

— Ilyctb oHmM ocranyTcs 3aech U cnendr 3a Kenom. Ecnu oH nonbitaetcst 6exkaTh — IMyCTh
cxBatat ero. Eciu youiiia npuaéT — OHM JaayT HaM 3HaK. A MbI CIIPSTYEMCsT HETIONAIEKY.

Tuan mocMoTpes1 Ha HE€ ¢ BOCXUIIIEHUEM.

— Tl gevicTBUTEIBHO TyMaelb Kak cTpater. Xopoiio. 1 oTnam npukas.

Onu npoBenu B 3acajie HECKOJIBKO YacoB. Mupa u ThaH yKpbUIMCh B TEHH COCEIHETO JIOMa,
OTKyaa Oblia BUiHa ABepb KoMHaThl Kena. Mactep Banb ocrasicst Bo ABOpIie, YTOOB! OXPaHSTh UMIIe-
paropa u CIeAuTh 32 COOBITUAMU. BOKPYT ObLIIO THXO, TOJIBKO BETEP HIypIIa MO KPHIIIaM U TIe-TO
BIAJIEKE JIAsIA COOAKH.

Mupa cuziena Ha KOPTOUKax, MPUKUMAasICh K X0JI0HOM cTeHe. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa yCTAI0CTh, HO
aJIpeHaJIMH, MyJIbCUPYIOLLUI B KPOBH, HE AaBaj eil ycHyTb. OHa CMOTpeJa Ha JIyHHBIN CBET, KOTOPBIN
CTPYWJICS TIO MOCTOBOM, 1 JlyMaJia O TOM, KaK U3MEHUJIach €€ KM3Hb 32 OJHU CYTKH. Buepa oHa Oblia
HukeM. CerogHsi OHa — HacJIeJHUIIa TPOHA, MUILEHb JJIsl TAWHOIO OpAEHA, U OXOTHUIIA, KOTopast
coOupaeTcs oNMaTh YOUMITY.

— Thl He nomkHA OBITH 37€Ch, — CKa3al TuaH TUXo, He 000paYnBasiCh. — Thl — HaCJIEAHUIIA.
Ecnu ¢ ToO0# YTO-TO CIIy4nTCs, KOPOJIEBCTBO OCTAHETCsI O€3 MpaBUTEs.

— Ecnum 51 octanych B 6€3011aCHOCTH, OHM BCE paBHO HaWAyT MeHsl, — oTBeTwi1a Mupa. — £
HE XO04Y X/1aTb, IIOKA OHU MPUAYT 32 MHOM. S1 jydille oy Ha HUX cama.

TuaH noBepHYJICA K HEM, U B €ro IJ1a3ax OHa yBUJEJa YTO-TO, Yero He 3aMeyasa passbliie. bec-
MoKOKcTBO. He mpocTo GecrmoKoiCcTBO KamuTaHa O CBOEH MOJOIIEUHOM, a YTO-TO OoJiee JIMIHOE.

— 41 He xouy TeOs TepsATh, — CKa3ajl OH, M €ro ToJ0C ObLT MOYTH MIEMOTOM.

Mupa 3amepna. Cepae npomycTuio yaap.

— TuaH...

— Thl He TOHMMaeIh, — TpepBa OH e€. — ¢ crenut 3a ToOow roapl. S1 BUaes, Kak Thl TaH-
Iyellb Ha TUIONIA/IN, KaK YJIbI0aelbes JeTsM, Kak CKpbIBaelllb CBOH cTpax. 51 3Hato Tebs Oosbliie, uem
THI yMaellib. M Koraa s y3Haul, 4To Thl — HACJIEIHUIIA, I TIOHSUI, YTO MOSI MUCCHSI CTajla He IPOCTO
noinroMm. OHa crajia MOei KU3HbIO.

Mupa cMoTpesna Ha Hero, 4yBCTBYs1, Kak UTO-TO TEIUIOE pa3/iMBaeTcsl BHyTpU He€. OHa He 3Haa,
YTO CKa3aThb. Bce 3T rojipl OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIA ce0s1 OAMHOKOW, HUKOMY He HYKHOM, ¥ BIPYT OKa3aJIOCh,
YTO KTO-TO BCE 3TO BpeMsl ObUT PSAAOM, OXpaHss e€, 3a00TICh O Hel, J1o0s e€ — Jaxke He 3Has eé
VIMEHHU.

— 41... 1 He 3Hal0, 4TO CKa3aTh, — MpOILLIENTala oHa. — I Aaxe He 3Halo, KTO 5 ceiyac.

— Tot — Jleiina, — ckazan Tuan. — Tbl — g04b JIyHbl. Y THI — Ta, KTO UBMEHUT STOT MHUP.
41 Bepio B TeO41.

OH B3s111 €€ pyKY, U €ro najblibl CKaIU €€ JaJOHb. Terio ero Koxku MpOHUKJIO CKBO3b XOJIO[
HOYM, 1 Mupa ouyBCTBOBajIa, Kak BHYTPU HEE 3aropaeTcs UCKpa.

— ¢1 Toxe Bepio B TeOs1, — cKa3aJia OHa.

B stor MmomenT B fome Kena pasznanics 3Byk. UTo-To ynasio, 3aTemM MOCIBIIIAICSA KPUK, PE3KUI
Y KOPOTKHH.

— On 3aech! — BbIIOXHYT THaH, XBaTasch 32 MeY.

Onu 6pocmiuck K Jomy. IBepb Oblta MpUOTKpHITa, 1 Mupa yBunena Kena, KoTopsiil cTosit B
LIEHTpe KOMHATHI, Jposka. [lepes HUM CcTosI YyesoBeK B YEPHOM ILIalle ¥ METAITTMYECKON MacKe.

— Tol He ym€n, — MPOU3HEC T0JI0C, TOT CaMblid [NIyXOW, CKPUITYYMid rosioc U3 BuaeHus. — Tbl
peruwt octarbes. [ynblil Manpummika.

UYesnoBek NMOAHSIT PYKY, U B HEW CBEPKHYJI KUHXKaJI.

— He nBuratbesi! — kpukHya TraH, BpbiBasich B KOMHATY C OOHaXEHHBIM MEYOM.

Vowiiia odepHysics. Ha MrHOBeHHe TIOKa3aioCh, UTO OH YAMBIEH, HO 3aTe€M OH CJIesal Iar B
CTOPOHY, OCBOOOXKasi MECTO JIJISl aTaKH.

— Kanuran TuaH, — npousHec oH. — 4 3HaJI, YTO BbI MOSABUTECH. S KA1 ITOrO.

— Ornycru cnyry, — ckazan Tuas, nogHuMas Med. — VM cHUMM Macky.
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— Cumikom mo3aHo, — oTBeTr youiiia. — Tenu yxe B ropone. U crienyiomas 1ieii» — He
Ken. Cnenyromas 1iesnbp — TBOSI IpUHIIECCA.

OH pe3ko MeTHYN KuHXkas, 1 Tuad orOmit ero medyoM. KuHkan ynani Ha 1moji, HO B Clle/Iylolee
MTHOBeHME yOuiiiia Opocuicsi B OKHO, pa30uBasi CTEKJIO OCKOJKaMU. TuaH mocieioBas 3a HUM, HO
BO JJBOPE HUKOTO He ObLJI0 — TOJILKO XOJIOHASI HOYb U TUIIIMHA.

— OH ymén, — ckazan TuaH, BO3Bpalnasicb B KOMHary.

Mupa crosiia psigom ¢ Kesom, KOTOpbIil ObLT O5ie[ieH Kak cMepTh U Tpsiccsl.

— OH cKazaJ, 4To LeJUTCS B MEHs1, — MPOU3HECIIA OHA.

— Ha, — ckazan Tuan, nonxons K Hell. — Ho Tenepb Mbl 3HaeM, 4To OHU 37€Ch. M MbI 3HaeM,
4TO OHM O0ATCS TeOs1, pa3 MBITAIOTCS YOUTH JI0 TOTO, KaK Thl YCIIEEIIb IeHCTBOBATb.

Mupa cMoTpena Ha pa3duToe OKHO U BUjIesa B OCKOJIKaxX CTeKJa CBOE oTpaxenue. JlyHa crosiia
BBICOKO, U B €€ cBeTe Mupa BHJIeIa, KaK B €€ I71a3ax 3aKUTaeTcsl CepeOPSHBIA OrOHb.

— OHH CcKa3au, 4To UX Iellb — s, — CKa3ajia OHa. — 3HAYWT, OHU OY/IyT IBITATHCS CHOBA.
Ho mb1 Gynem ObicTpee. Mbl HaiiiéM ux ykpbite. Mbl Hailném ux muaepa. M mol yandaroxum TeHb
pa3 1 HaBcerja.

Omna nosepHyJiach K TuaHy u B3siia €ro 3a pyky.

— Bmecrte, — ckazasa oHa.

— Bmecrte, — oTBeTHII OH.

OHu BepHYJIUCh BO ABOpEI] Niepei paccBeToM. ViMriepatop *k/1a1 uX B MaJIOM 3aJie, OKPYKEH-
HBII cTpaske U coBeTHUKaMu. OH BBICTYIIIAT UX paccKka3, HAXMYPUBIIKCh, U TIOCMOTpes Ha Mupy
C TPEBOTOM.

— TbI pucKOBasia CBOEH KU3HbIO, — CKa3as OH.

— 4 nomxHa Obuta, — oTBeTMIa Mupa. — Eciu b Mbl He TOILIA, MBI OBl HE Y3HAJIH, Y4TO
TeHb nefcTBYeT Tak OJIM3KO.

— W 4ro Teneps? — CpoOCU UMIEPaTOP.

— Tenepp MBI HAUMHAEM OXOTYy, — OTBeTHIIa Mupa. — Tuan cobpast OTpsii BEPHBIX JOICH.
Me1 OGyneM npodéchiBaTh ropof, UCKaTh YKpeiTUs Tenn. Y korna Mbl HalliEM WX, Mbl HE TIO3BOJIUM
UM YUTH.

Nmneparop cMoTpest Ha HEE€ JOITUM B3[JISIOM, U B €r0 IJla3ax MOsBUIACh FTOPAOCTb.

— Tol cTana cuiibHOM, Jlenna. CuibHee, yeM g Mor HazedaTbed. Thl IeUCTBUTEIBHO MOS JOYb.

Mupa ynbiOHynack. D10 OblIa IepBast yJbIOKa 3a JOJIT0e BpeMsl.

— Torga mycTh HAYHETCS 0XOTa, — CKa3aja OHa.

B okHe pasropasicst paccBeT, ¥ IEpBbIii JIy4 COJIHIIA YAl Ha TyHHBI CUMBOJI Ha €€ rpyau. TeHb
OTCTyMaja nepes cBeToM, Ho Mupa 3Hana: oHa BepHETCs. 1 Korma oHa BepHETCs, OHa Oy/IeT roToBa.

27



O. Edumona. «Ockonku Jlyaaoro Tpona»

I'maBa 5. Hounou rocrn

Paccger B cronuie Beerga Obut 30510ThIM. COJTHLIE TOTHUMAJIOCh U3-32 BOCTOYHBIX XOJIMOB, U
€ero MepBble JIy4r 3aJIMBAJIM KPBIIIY JOMOB, IIIWJIN IBOPLIOBBIX OallleH U IJaJb 03epa, YTO JIeKAJIO B
HEHTpe ropofa. DTOT CBET He ObUT PE3KUM WITH OCIIETUISIONIMM — OH ObUT MSITKUM, CJIOBHO INETK, U
BO3/LyX HaIlOJHSIJICS 3aIlaxaM1 CBEXkKero Xjieda, IIBETOB U BiaxkHOH 3eMir. Ho B 310 yTpo Mupa noutn
He 3amevasia Kpacotsl. OHa CTosIa B MAJIOM 3aJie ABOPLA, IS/ Ha KapTy CTOJIMLIBL, PAa3JIOKEHHYIO
Ha CTOJIe, M YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK BHYTPH HEE IyJIbCUPYET cepeOpsIHbIN OrOHb.

Ona He cnana Bcro Houb. [Tocnie Bo3Bpamenus u3 qoma Kesa oHa nonsiTanack 3aKpbITh IJ1a3a,
HO COH He 1€N. CIMIIIKOM MHOTO MBICJIEN POMJIOCH B TOJIOBE: TOJIOC YOUMIIbI, €ro CI0Ba O TOM, YTO
TeHb yxe B ropoze, ero npeaynpexaeHue, 4To cleayoias Lejib — OHa. TeHU, KOTopble ITPeCIesio-
BaJIM €€ BCE TU I'ojibl, HAKOHELl, 00peJM OYepTaHusl, U Tereph OHA MOIIa OOPOTHCS C HUMHU.

Tuan cTosn psAIoM, CKIIOHUBLIMCH HaJl KapTou. Ero najislipl Kacamch OTMEYEHHBIX KPACHBIMU
TOYKaMHU MECT — IpearosaraeMbelx yKpbolThii Tenu, kotopsle Mactep BoHb 0OHapykui B apxuBax.
OH BhIIVIAJEN COCPEJOTOUYEHHBIM, HO Mupa 3aMeydaa, 4To €ro B3IVIA NHOTAA 3aAeP/KUBAJICS HA HEW
JOJIBILIE, YEM CJIEA0BAJIO, Y YTO €0 PYKH CJIETKA JAPOXKaJH, KOrJa OH yKa3blBajl Ha Kapry.

— 3pech, Ha ynuue 3a0bIThIX (pOHApEH, eCTh CTaphlil CKJIaj, — cKaszan TuaH, Hapymas
TUIIMHY. — OH IIPUHAJIEKUT TOPIrOBILY, KOTOPBIM yMEp AeCATSH JeT Hazag. [1o tokymeHTam OH uuc-
JIMTCA ITyCTYIOIIMM, HO apXMBbI [IOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO KTO-TO OIUIAYMBAJI €70 apEHAY BCE 3TO BpeMs. AHO-
HUMHO.

— 3HauuT, TaM KTO-TO JKUBET, — cKa3aina Mupa. — Vi npsiuercs.

— Nwmenno. S xouy npoBEPUTH ITO MECTO CETOIHS.

— A uny ¢ To60i.

TuaH NOIHSA TONOBY M IIOCMOTpEJ Ha He€. B ero B3misie OblJIO COMHEHHUE, HO HE MOTOMY, YTO
OH cunTai e€ cnadoil. OH Gosiics 3a He€, 1 oHa Buzena 3T0. [Tocne mx pasroBopa y noma Kena mexay
HUMM TNOSIBWJIACh HOBasi HUThb — TOHKAsi, HO NPOYHAas, CBA3bIBAIOIIAsA UX ApPYr ¢ ApyroM. OHa He
3HaJIa, Y4TO 3TO OBbLIO: I0BEpUE, CUMITIATHS WM YTO-TO Oonee riryookoe. Ho oHa 3Hasa, 4to He Xxouer
pas3pbIBaTh 9TY HUTh.

— Tol yBepena? — cripocust oH. — Eciu 310 ykpbiTue TeHu, TaM MOXeT ObITh ONacHO. Y Hac
HET MH(POPMALIMU, CKOJIBKO UX TaM U KaKH€ Y HUX IUIaHBI.

— VMeHHO noaTomy £ A0J/KHA OBITh TaM, — OTBeTHIIa Mupa. — Eciii oHM roTOBATCA K Hara-
JEHWIO Ha JIBOPEL, 51 XO4y 3HATh 3TO U3 NEPBBIX pyK. M KpoMe Toro, — OHa MogHeca pyKy K CBOer
IPYIH, YyBCTBYS JIETKOE TEIUIO, UCXOASILEE OT JIYHHOIO CUMBOJIA, KOTOPBI UMIIEpaTOp NOJAPUI €1
HaKaHyHe, — 51 MOT'y MCIIOJIb30BaTh CBOM aap. Eciu s KocHyCh BOIIBI, s CMOTY y3HATh, KTO TaM ObLIL.

TraH MeJIEHHO KUBHYJI.

— Xopomuo. Toraa Mbl nEM BABOEM. OcTallbHblE CTPakM OCTaHYTCA 3[€Ch U OyAyT OXpaHsTh
asopell. Ecay uTo-To MOWAET HE TaK, Mbl OAAAUM CUTHAJL.

— Eciam 4to-TO NMOMAET He Tak, — cKa3aia Mupa ¢ JIETKOM YCMEUIKOW, — $ CO3[]aM Takoe
OTpa’keHHe, YTO OHU CaMH yOeryT.

Tuan ynbIOHYIICSI — BriepBble 3a Joaroe BpeMsi. Ero ynbiOka Obiia TEMION, MOYTH MaJTbYMIIIe-
CKOI1, 1 Mupa ouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK cepire Mmporyckaer yaap. OHa oTBesa B3IIsi, 4ToObI OH HE 3ame-
THJI €€ 3aMelIaTesbCTBa.

— Torga roroBbes, — cKa3ana oHa. — MBI BBICTYIIaEM Yepe3 vac.

Vnuna 3a0bIThIX (hoHapeit Oblia crapeiiiieil B roposie. OHa Nosyynsia CBOE Ha3BaHUE MOTOMY,
4TO (pOHAPU HA HEW PEe/IKO 3aKUI'aJIMCh — CIIMIIKOM JOPOroi Oblla Marusi, YToObl OCBEIIATh ITyCTY-
IoIIMe IoMa 1 3a0biThie ckiaapl. Ho Mupa 3nana, 4to 3Ta yamna Korga-To Oblia IEHTPOM TOPrOBJIH.
3pech xuim OoraTble KyMlibl, 3/1€Ch POXOAWIIN LIyMHbIE IPMapKHU, U 3[€Ch ke, KaK MIeNTaIUCh CTa-
pble TOPOXKAHE, CKPBIBAIACH TE, KTO HE XOTEJ ITOKa3bIBaTh CBOM JIMLA HA CBETY.
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OHM 1poILIM N0 Y3KOM MOCTOBOM, 1 MUpa 4yBCTBOBaJIa, KAK BO3yX CTAHOBUTCS TYILIE, TSXkKe-
nee. CBET MOUTH He MPOOMBAJICS CKBO3b IUIOTHBIE PSIAbI JOMOB, U TOJIBKO PEIKUE JTyIH COTHIIA TTaJalTH
Ha MOKPBIN OT YTPEHHe! poCchl KaMeHb. YJIMIIA MaxJia CBIPOCTBIO U 3aIyCTEHHEM.

Tuan ocTaHOBWJICS Tiepen] cTapbiM ckiiagoM. Ero aBepu ObutM 3aKOJIOYEHBI JOCKAMU, HA OKHAX
BHCEJIA TUIOTHAS TbUTh, ¥ KA3aJI0Ch, YTO BHYTPH YK€ MHOTO JIET HUKTO He ObiBasl. Ho Mupa 3ameTtnia
OfIHY JIeTaslb: Ha MEeTIAX JBepH He ObLIO pkaBuHbL. [IETP, OMH U3 CTPaKHUKOB, KOTOPBIA OBLT C
HUMH, TIPUKOCHYJICS K METaJLTy.

— D70 HeIaBHO CMa3bIBAJIM, — CKa3aJl OH THXO0. — JIBepb OTKPBIBAIOT PETYIISIPHO.

— Torna BHyTpH KTO-TO €CTb, — cKazas Tuan. OH 1ocTan Med U cziesiasl 3Hak Mupe ocTaBaThCst
no3aau. — S uay nepebim.

Mupa He crana cnoputb. OHa crosuia cOOKy, HaOmonas, Kak TuaH MeIJIeHHO OTOJBHIaeT
JOCKH, CTapasich He mryMeTh. OHM OKa3aJImch MPUOUTHIMU K IBEPHOI pame ¢ BHYTPEHHEN CTOPOHBI —
9TO 03HAYAJIO, YTO WX CHSUIM U TIOCTABMWIIA OOPATHO. 3HAUUT, KTO-TO IEUCTBUTEILHO BXOAW BHYTPb.

TuaH TOJKHYJI ABEPb, ¥ OHA CO CKPUIIOM OTKPbUIach. BHYTpH OBLIIO TEMHO, HO COJTHEUHBIH CBET
MpOOWJICST CKBO3b IIEJM B CTEHaX, OCBEIasi OrPOMHBIN 3aJl, 3aCTABJICHHBIN SANIMKAMU U OOUKaAMH.
[Tbuth TaHLIEBaJIA B BO3/yXE, MOTHUMASCh MPU KaXAOM JBrokeHMH. CHavama Ka3ajaoch, YTO 37eCh
HUKoro HeT. Ho motom Mupa 3amMeTunna ciebl — CBeXHue, OTYETIMBbIE, BeylHe BIIyOb CKIIaaa.

Onu nonwm 1o crnegam, 1 ThaH nepxan Med HarotoBe. Mupa 1uia 3a HUM, 9yBCTBYs, Kak
BHYTpHM He€ HapacTaeT HanpspkeHue. OHa KOCHYJIach CTEHbl — KaMeHb ObLT XOJIOMHBIM, HO B HEM
YyBCTBOBaJIach BuOpaiusi. CJIOBHO Iiie-To HeNoJaIEKy padoTaio 4To-To OOJBIIOE, MEXaHUIECKOE.

— Cuplinib? — mpolenTania oHa.

Tuan octaHOBWJICS.

— IIlym. I'ne-1o BHU3Y.

— Tawm fnomkeH ObITh MOJBA.

OHM HaILM JIIOK, 3aMAaCKUPOBAaHHBIN TMOJ OOBIYHYIO JOCKY Toja. THaH OTKMHYJ €ro, U u3
OTBEPCTHsI XJIBIHYJI TYCKJIBIA CBET (pakesnoB. BHU3Y CIBIIIAIMCH TONOCA — TIIyXHe, MPUITYIIEHHBIE,
HO Mupa cmorna pa3odparhb coBa.

— ...TIpHHIIECca I0JKHA YMEPETh JI0 BOCXO/a MOJTHOM JIyHbl. Ecii oHa mpoiaéT oOpsi 1 akTu-
BUPYET CBOIO KPOBb, MBI ITOTEPSIEM BCSKYIO BJIACTb HAJl STUM MHUPOM.

— A 4r0 HacuéT ummneparopa?

— Crapuk y:xe He onaceH. OH cJienn — HacTosIIeN CIEeNOTOM, XOTs U IPUTBOPsLICS MHavYe. Ml
OTpPaBHJIM €r0 Marviey, U ero JHU couTeHsbl. [ 1aBHast 1eib — JIeBYIIKa.

Mupa nouyBCTBOBaJIA, Kak e€ cepaile 3a0miock yarie. OHr roBOprTH O Heid. OHM IJTAaHU POBaIA
youTh €€ 10 TOro, Kak OHa CMOJKET MCTIONb30BaTh CBOM Aap. Ho oHa yxe ucronb3oBaia ero. OHa yxe
npornuia 3epkaina. OHa ObUla cCHiIbHEE, YeM OHU JTyMaJId.

TuaH xecToM NoKa3al, YTOObl OHA OCTaBajIach Ha MECTe, M OH HauaJl MEIJICHHO CITYCKaTbhCs 10
nectHuile. Mupa nocieoBasia 3a HUM, cTapasich cTynaTh OectiryMHo. OHM OKa3aJIuch B MOJBAJIE, T/e
CTOSUIO HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK B YEPHBIX ILIAlaX, C METAJIMYECKUMM MackamMH Ha Jimiax. B nentpe
KOMHATBI OBbUI CTOJI, HA KOTOPOM JIeKAJIM KaKUe-TO TOKYMEHTBI, KAPThl ¥ aMyJIEThI.

OnvH U3 HUX, CTOSIIUI BO IJIaBe, MOAHSUT TOJIOBY M MOCMOTpen npsimo Ha Mupy. Ero macka
ObLJIa yKpallleHa 3MEMHBIM Y30pOM, U TOJIOC €ro ObLJT TEM CaMbIM — CKPHUITYYUM, [JTyXHUM, KOTOPbIN
OHa CIIBIIIANIA B BUACHWH.

— Tel npumia OsicTpee, Yem s 0XKUIT, — CKa3asl OH. — 3HAYUT, TBOW Jap yxke padboTaer.
Thl cibllana Hac.

Muipa nrartnyna Briepen, YyBCTBYS, KaKk cepeOpsiHbIN CBET 3aropaeTcsi BHyTpHU HeE.

— 4 cnplmana qOCTaToYHO, YTOOBI 3HATH, YTO BBl — TPYChI, KOTOpHIE MPSYYT CBOM JIMIIA 32
Mackamu. CHUMaiTe UX 1 MIOKaKUTE, KTO BBl HA CAMOM JeJIe.

— MBI HEe MOXkEM 3TOTO C/ieiaTh, IPUHIIECCA, — OTBETHJI OH C HacMelKoi. — Hamm nvna
MIPUHA/IJIeKAT TeM, KOTO BbI 3HaeTe. Bbl Obl He XOTeN YBUJIETh, KTO CTOUT 34 TOW MACKOM.

29



O. E¢umosa. «Ockonku Jlynnoro Tpona»

— 4 xouy 310 YBUJIETH, — CKa3ana Mupa. — 51 Xody yBUAETb JIUIIA TeX, KTO YOMIJI MOIO MaTb.
W s xouy 3HaTh, IOUYEMY BbI 3TO C/IENANH.

YestoBek B Macke paccMesiicsi — CyXo, 0e3paoCcTHO.

— MBpI cpenanu 3TO, IOTOMY YTO Ballla MaTh MHITAlach paspymmTth Oamanc. OHa xoTena
OTKPBITh MOPTAJI MEKIY MUPAMH, YTOOBI BEPHYTh CTAphIX OOroB. Mbl HE MOIJIM MO3BOJIUTH STOMY
CITyYUThCS.

Mupa 3amepina.

— Yt0? Most MaTh XOTesla OTKPBITh IOPTas?

— O, THI He 3Haelb? — ToJoc B MacKe CTai OoJiee 3aMHTepecOBaHHbIM. — TBOsI MaTh, KOpO-
neBa Anucca, Oblia He MPOCTO X paHUTEbHULIEH JIyHHOU Maruu. OHa Obl1a JKpULIeH JPEeBHETO KyJIbTa,
KOTOpbI NokJIoHsuIcs: TemHomy JlyHHOoMy Bory. OHa xorena npusBath €ro B 310T Mup. Mbl ocTa-
HOBUJIM €€.

— 310 JI0XBb! — BRIKpUKHY/Ia Mupa. — OHa HuKora Obl He cTajia CIIy)KUTb TEMHBIM CHJIaM !

— V3Hail npasay, NnpuHLEecca. 3arissH B CBOE Ipolioe. BCrioMHM BUEHUS, KOTOPBIE Th
Buzena. TBosg mMath Oblta qBOWICTBeHHOW. OHA ObUTA M CBETOM, M ThbMOUW. Ml MIMEHHO MO3TOMY ThI
POIMIIACh C TAKOM CHIIOW — ThI ObLIA CO3/1aHa, YTOOBI OBITH HOBBIM COCY/IOM JJISI 3TOTO Oora.

Mupa noyyBCTBOBaIa, Kak 3eMJIsl YXOOUT y He€ u3-nof Hor. E€ math — TémHas xpuna? 1o
o110 HeBOo3MOkHO. OHa Buzena e€é B 3epkaie BpemeHn — oHa Jiepkaia e€ Ha pyKax, yibioaiach,
cMesuiach. Pa3Be Morsia Takas KeHIMHA ObITh CITYKUTEIbHUIIEH 37127

— ThI JIKEILIb, — MPOIIIENTaa OHA, HO TOJIOC €€ APOKaJl.

— 4 He ATy, — OTBETWJI YesloBeK B Macke. — $1 ato Tebe IaHC y3HATh MpaBay. XOUellb Jid
ThI €€ 3HaTh?

OH marHy/1 BHepén U MpoTSIHY pyKy. B ero nanoHu siexan ManeHbKUN cepeOpsiHbIN aMyJieT
— TaKoM ke, KaK TOT, YTO HOCUJI UIMIIEPATOp.

— Bo3bMu 310, — ckaszas oH. — OH XpaHUT BOCIIOMHHAHUSA O TBoeil marepu. [locmoTpu Ha
HUX, U Thl YBUJIUIIIb, KAKOW OHA ObLJIa HA CAMOM JIeJie.

— He nipukacaiics k Hemy, — npormrnen Tuan, Ho Mupa yxe npoTsHyJia pyky.

OHa KOCHyJ1ach aMyJieTa, ¥ B TOT )K€ MU MUP B30pBaJiCsl BUJCHUSMU.
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OHa cTosiyia B Xpame — TOM CaMoM, TJie yOrIU IIaBHYIo sk puity. Ho cefiuac oH He ObUT ITyCThIM.
Ha anrape ropenu 4€pHble CBeUH, U B IIEHTpPE 3aJia CTOSUIA JKEeHIMHA B OeNbIX ofiexkaax. 1o Oblia
e€¢ matb. OHa OblTa MOJIOfIa, KpacuBa, U B €€ IJla3ax ropejl OroHb — He cepeOpsIHbIN, a TEMHBIN,
r1yOOKHMH, Kak Oe3/1Ha.

[lepen Heli Ha KOJIEHSIX CTOSIM IPyTUe KPelbl, U OHA YnTaJla 3aKJIMHAHKWE Ha JIPEBHEM SI3bIKE,
kotoporo Mupa He monumMana. Ho ciioBa otmaBasuch B e€ ayiie XonoaoM. 1o ObUTH CI0Ba MTPU3IBA.
E€ marb neiicTBUTEIbHO MbITAaCh OTKPHITH IOPTAJL.

— To1 ommbaernbesi, — ckazana Mupa, oOparasich K BUISHUIO. — JTO He MOXKET ObITh IPaB-
JIOH.

Ho Bunenue e caymano e€. OHO MpOIOKaIoCh, M OHA BUJIENA, KaK Ducca MOAHUMAET PYKH,
Y B BO3/yXe MOSIBJISETCS TEMHasl TpenrHa. M3 He€ BbIphIBa€TCSl ThMa, U OHA HAYMHAET 3arlOHSTh
xpam. JKpelipl Kprvar, KTo-TO Majgaer, KTo-To MbiTaeTcs 6exars. Ho Dimcca CTOMT HEMOABUKHO, U
€€ IJ1a3a CBETATCSA YEPHBIM CBETOM.

— OHa OTKpbLIa MOPTaJ, — MPOIIENTANT rojioc B Macke. — Ho MbI 3akpbii ero. Mbl youm
e€, YTOObl OCTAHOBUTH MTPHU3bIB.

Bupenue ucuesno. Mupa ynana Ha KOJICHU, IyBCTBYS, KaK TOJIOBA PAaCKaJIbIBae€TCs OT OOJH.
AmMyner Bbinaji u3 e€ pyku, ynaB Ha 1oj. OHa 3a/1bIXaJlach, MBITASICh OCO3HATH YBUJICHHOE.
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— Thl conran, — cka3zaja oHa, nogHuMas rojoBy. — OHa He XoTesla NpU3bIBaTh TEMHOTO
Bora. Ona nbITanack ero ocraHoButh. S Buzena 3to. OHa 3aKkpbIBajia MopTal, a Bbl yOUIU e€, TOToMy
YTO OOSUTUCH, YTO OHA PA3PYIIUT BaIllU IJTaHbI.

YenoBek B Macke 3amep. B ero miazax MejabKHy/a TEHb yAUBIIEHUS.

— Tw1 BUzena GoJbliie, 4eM st 0Kua, — CKa3al OH MEIJICHHO. — 3HAuuT, TBOW Jjap CUJIbHEE,
YeM s JyMall.

— 4 Bupena npasny, — ckaszana Mupa, BcraBasg Ha Horu. — U tenepsp A 3Ha10, YTO BBl —
HE 3aIUTHUKY OanaHca. Bbl — Te, KTO XO4eT COXpaHWUTh BJIACTh B CBOMX pyKax. Mosi MaTh XoTesa
YHUYUTOXUTD Ballly CUCTEMY, U Bbl yOuuu e€. Bol youimm moero Opara. Bel ykpamu Moo ku3Hb. U BbI
3arIaTUTe 3a 3TO.

OHa npoTsiHyna pyKy, 1 U3 €€ JIaJJOHU BBIPBAJICS TIOTOK cepeOpsiHoro ceta. OH yaapuil B 4esio-
BEKa B Macke, oTOPOcUB ero K crene. OcrayibHble WieHbl TeH! MOMBITAINCh OPOCUTHCS HA He€, HO
Tuan ObLT ObICTPEe — OH B3MaxHYJI MEUOM, U JIBOE yIaIi, OOJMBASICh KPOBBIO.

Mupa mna Brepén, 4yBCTBYs, KaK CHUJIa TEUET 4yepe3 He€, yuctas u ocnenurenpHass. OHa
ObL1a He POCTO TaHIOBINUIIEH. OHa OblTa HACIEeJHULICH, ToUepbio JIyHBI, ¥ OHa MOTJIa YHUUTOXHUTD
JM0O0r0, KTO BCTAHET Ha €€ My TH.

— Ckaxu MHe, I7ie Ballle [JIABHOE YKPBITHE, — CKa3ajla OHa, CKJIOHSASCh HaJ paHeHbIM. — U
s1, BOBMOXHO, MOIIAXYy TeOsI.

UYenoBek B Macke 3acMesiyics — IOC/IEHUM, YracalolM CMEXOM.

— Tbl He HalAENIb HAac, npuHILIecca. Mbl Be3zie ¥ HUurae. Mbl B Kak/101 TEHU.

OH j1ocTas MaJleHbKHI IMy3bIPEK M Pa3OmJI €ro O TOJ. B TOT ke MUr ero Tesio HayaJlo UCTIIeBAaTh,
MpeBpallasch B Mene.

— OH 0BT HE U3 TeX, KTO TOBOPUT, — CKa3as THaH, OTBOPaYMBasiCh. — Y HUX €CTb s/ HA
cllydail mpoBaJa.

— Torna Mbl JOJKHBI HANTH IPYyrUX, — cKazana Mupa, misias Ha nenes. — U Mbl Haiiiem ux.

Onu BepHYJIMCh BO JIBOpEL] B cymMepKax. Mupa 4yBCTBOBaJla YCTaJIOCTh, HO BHYTPU HEE Topest
oronb. OHa 3HaJa 6oJbIIIe, YeM paHblIle, HO TeNepb OHA 3HaJIa M TO, YTO MpaB/ia OKa3alach CIOXKHEE,
yeM oHa jaymaia. E€ math He Obuta upeansHol. OHa ObUta HeopHO3HAYHOU. Ho OHa He OblTa 3710M.
Ona 6pu1a TOM, KTO 6OpOJIach 3a TO, BO UTO BEpUJIA.

Nmmnepatop sxaan ux B cBoux nokosix. OH ObL1 OrezieH, 1 Mupa Buena, Kak OH KaluisieT B
IJIaTOK.

— Tl HamIa UX? — CIPOCKIT OH.

— Jla, — otBetuna Mupa. — Ho oHu roToBsiTcsi K 4eMy-To Oonbiemy. OHHM XOTAT YOUTh
MEHS /10 MOJTHOIYHUSI.

— Torna Mbl IOJKHBI 3aIIUTUTH TeOs1, — CKa3ajl UMIIepaTop.

— Her, — nokauasia ronoBoit Mupa. — I He Oyay ®J1aTh, [TOKa OHW IPUAYT. S MOMIY K HAM.
A naiiny ux nuaepa. U s nonoxy sToMy KOHel.

Nmmnepatop cMoTpen Ha He€ IOTrMM B3IJISIOM, M B €ro Iia3ax Obula FOpAOCTb U OOJb.

— T&I Tak moxoxka Ha He€, — cKas3aJj OH.

— Ha mamy?

— Jla. OnHa Toxe Obuta HecruOaemoii. OHa Toxe Ooposachk 3a To, BO UTO Bepwia. M oHa Toxke
He 00s1ach UITH IPOTUB TEUCHUS.

Mupa nozonuia K OTIy 1 B3sij1a €ro pyky.

— 4 ne nozBomo Tenn mobGenuts. 51 odemaio Tede.

— 41 3Ha10, — ckazan umneparop. — U s Bepio B TeOs.

OH nocmotpesn Ha TuaHa, CTOSIILIETO y ABEPH.

— Karutan, s nopyyaio tede oxpaHsTh e€. Thl OTBETHUIIIb 32 €€ )KU3Hb CBOEH I'OJIOBOM.

— 4] roTOB OTHATH CBOIO KMU3Hb 3a He€, Barmre BemmuectBo, — orBeTi1 TuaH, U ero rojoc
3By4aJsl TBEPMO.
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Muipa B3mIsiHYJIa HA HErO M yBUJENa B €ro Iia3zax Hedto OoJblnee, yeM jgonr. OHa yBujena
TOOOBb.

Houblo oHa crosiia y oKHa cBOeil KOMHaThl U cMOTpeJia Ha JiyHy. OHa 3Hana, uyto TeHb yxe
rOTOBUT cretyomuil ynap. OHa 3Hana, 4To €€ KM3Hb BUCUT Ha Bosocke. Ho oHa uyBcTBOBaJIa, 4TO
BHYTPH He€ eCTh CUJIa, KOTOpasi CIOCOOHA YHUUITOXHUTD JTIOOYIO ThMY.

BHesarHo oHa ycrblmana nmopox 3a cnuHoi. OHa 00epHy1ach, HO B KOMHATe HUKOTO He ObLJIO.
TonbKko TeHb, Mafalas OT CBEYM, KOJIbIXalach Ha CTEHE.

— Tw cunbHee, yeM 51 qyman, — pasgaics ronoc. OHa He y3Hajla ero — OH ObUT HU3KUM U
rIyOOKMM, KaK roJIoc U3 KOJIOAIA.

— Kro 181? — cripocuia Mupa, cxxumasi KyiakH.

— 4 ToT, KTO OBLJI C TOOOH BCErna, — OTBETUJI TOJIOC. — 5] — TBOI CaMBIi TEMHBIN OCKOJIOK.
ToT, KOro Tl OOUIIILCS TPUHSATD.

Ona nouyBCTBOBaJIa, KAk X0JIOA mpoderaer 1o e€ crvHe. TeHb Ha cTeHe Havyasia OTAeAThCS OT
He€, mpuoOperas (popMy uesoBeka. B Helt He ObUIO JMIIa, TOJBKO OYepTaHus, HO Mupa 3Haja, 4To
3TO He Bpar. ITo ObLIO YaCThIO HEE.

— Tosl — TeHb BO MHE, — CcKa3aJia OHA.

— Jla, — otBermna Tenb. — U T He cMokelIb oOequTh TeHb CHapYXH, MOKa He TPHMU-
putiibes ¢ TeHblo BHYTPH.

Mupa cMoTpesa Ha CBO€ COOCTBEHHOE OTpaskeHHe, Ha TeHb, KoTopas Obuia yacTolo e€. U Briep-
Bbl€ OHA He uciyraiack. OHa ardyJ/a Bepen U KOCHYJIaCh TEHH, U B TOT %€ MUT OHA ITI0YyBCTBOBAJIA,
KaK ThMa U CBET CJIMBAIOTCS BHYTPU HEE B €IMHOE 1IEJI0E.

Ona ObL1a TOTOBA.
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I'raBa 6. Tenb BHyTpH

Muipa npocHyJ1ach ¢ UyBCTBOM, KOTOPOE HEBO3MOKHO ObUIO onucarh cjioBaMu. OHa He MoM-
HWJIA, KaK 3aCHYJIa, HO IOMHUJIA COH — HE COH, & CTPAHHOE COCTOSIHUE MEXAY SBbIO U BUICHUEM,
I/l OHa CTOsUIA Ha Kpato Oe3/IHbI 1 CMOTpeJIa BHU3, a OTTY/A Ha He€ CMOTpEJIo €€ COOCTBEHHOE JIHILIO,
HO HCKaXE€HHOE, TEMHOE, C IIa3aMU, FOpAIMMU YEPHBIM OrHEM. OHa He ucnyranack. OHa NpUHAIa
ero. 1 tenepp, OTKpbIBas la3a, OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK BHYTPH HEE TEUET HEUTO HOBOE — HE TOJILKO
cepeOpsIHbII CBET, HO U TEMHas, INIyOOKas TUIMHA, KOTOpas KAajla CBOEro yaca.

Oma cesna Ha KpoOBaTU M MOCMOTpeJIa Ha cBOU pyKH. OHM Ka3aauch OOBIYHBIMU, HO OHA 3HaJIa,
YTO B HHUX Temepb XUBET HeuTo Oonbinee. OHa MogHeCHa J1aIOHb K OKHY, M JIyHHBIN CBET, IIPOHHU-
KaIOIIMiA CKBO3b IITOPBI, OTPA3WIICS Ha €€ KOXKe He cepeOpoM, a CTpaHHBIM MEpLIaHUEM, B KOTOPOM
NEPEIVIETATIMCH CBET U ThMA.

JIBepb OTKpBLIACh, U BOIIEN THaH ¢ mogHOCOM B pykax. OH 3aMep Ha Iopore, YBUIEB €€ JIMLO.

— ThI BBIVIAJMILG... THAYE, — CKa3aJl OH, CTaBs MOJHOC Ha CTOJ. — YTO-TO Ciryuniiocs?

Mupa Bctana u ogonuia K Hemy. OHa Obl1a 60cast, 1 e€ maru OblTi OECIIyMHBI, KaK y KOIIKH.
TuaH 3aMeTHI1 3TO — paHbIlie OHA CTyMajia Tsokeliee, HO Terneph B e€ ABMKEHHSIX OblIa CTpaHHAs
rpanysi, CJIOBHO OHa HAy4MJIaCh IBUTAThCS B TAKT C COOCTBEHHOW TEHBIO.

— Houslo ko MHe nipunuia Tenb, — ckazasa ona mpocto. — He Bpar. Mosi cooctBenHast TeHb.
Ta, koTOpYI0 4 IpATaNa BCIO XU3Hb. Sl NpuHsIa e€.

Tuan HaXMypWJICS, HO B €r0 I71a3axX He ObUIO CTpaxa — TOJIBKO OECIIOKOHCTBO.

— T mpunsiia TeMy? Ho kak? Dt1o onacHo. Thl He 3Haellb, 4TO OHa MOXKET C/IeNIaTh C TOOOM.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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