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Ekarepunbl Benukoil, yenoBek, YbM PyKHU BO3BEIM UMIIEPATPUIly Ha TPOH

U 32y e€ Myxa. OH cJIOMJIEH onajior, O0JIE3HBI0 U MPU3paKaMu
nporuioro. Ero enuHcTBeHHas Ha/lexk1a Ha UCKYTIJIEHUEe — TalHBIN Opak C
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cBeT He npoinaer. imneparpuiia raeBaercs. Bpar y TpoHa, [lorémkuH, xaxaer
oKoHYatesibHOro nagenust Oposa. VX coio3 0ObSIBISIIOT KPOBOCMECUTENILHBIM,
a caMHMX MOJIONOKEHOB U3TOHAIOT U3 CTOJULIBL. B mogMOCKOBHOM BOpOHOBO
OHU CTPOSIT CBOIO KPENoCTh — MHUP, IJIe €CTh TOJILKO JBoe. Ho Oose3Hsb yike
Kpazaerca K Exkarepune, a npolioe He ornyckaer I puropus. Paagu He€ OH rotoB
Ha BCE: pojaTh cocTosiHue, 6exarh B [1IBeiiiiapuio, OpocuTh BHI30OB caMoi
cmeptu.MIcTopus 0 BCENOMIOMIAIIEN CTPACTH, KOTOpasi OKa3alach CUJIbHEe
OCYKIEHHUS1, CUJIbHEE pa3yMa U cujibHee camoil cMepTu. Mctopusi, koTopas u3
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Kpenocrs BaBoem

I'1aBa

T[TPOJIOI"
Hionw 1777 200a

Kapera OpnoBa, noxoxas Ha YEpHBIN JIapeLl JUIsl APAarolieHHOCTEN, KOTOPBIM TallWJIM Ha 3lia-
dot, mogbezxaia K MOKMHYTON ycagapOe 1Moj] TOKPOBOM PaHHHUX CyMepeK. IT0 ObLIIO PSI3aHCKOe NMe-
Hue KopabimHo, nojapeHHOe eMy umriepaTpuiieit nocie YecMsl 1 IaBHO 3a0bITOE, — MECTO, 3a0po-
mreHHoe boroM n HayaIbLCTBOM.

Kaxpiii TOTUOK 10 pa3ouTOi JOpore OT3BIBAJICS B BUCKAX TYIOW OOJIbI0 — BEYHBIM CITYyTHU-
KOM C TeX I0p, KaK JIeKapH, Kayasl roJI0BaMH, 3aTOBOPUIIU O «IOBPEXICHUHA MO3ra» IMOCJe NOCIe-
Hero npunajka. ['puropuii [ puropbeBruY CTUCHYI 3yObl, YyBCTBYs, KaK MpeaaTeabcKast APoXKb B Ipa-
BOW pyKe yCHJIMBaeTcs. JTa camasi pyKa, KOrJa-To CrudOaBiasi MoAKOBbI, CKUMABIAsi 3(ec Iiark
npu Llopanopde, oOHMMaBIas umrepatpuily... Ternepb OHa He CIylajgach €ro, Kak He CIyIIaoch
M BCE B 9TOM JKU3HH.

OH ¢ TpyZIOM BBIBAIWJICS U3 KapeThbl, BCEM TEJIOM OMUPASCh HA TPOCTh C OPIIOBCKUM TepOOM.
NBaH, ero BepHbIN KaMepAUHED, MOCEIEBIIMIA HA €ro IJ1a3aX, MOCHEIIN MOICTABUTD TUIEYO.

— Baie cusatenscTBo, MOXeT, nepefoxHeére? Bee€ rotoso, ycneem.

— Her Bpemenu, crapslii 1pyr, — npomunest OpsioB, U CJIOBa BEIPBAIKUCH X PUILIIBIM BbIIOXOM.
B namsiTi BCILIBLIO IMCHMO, TIOTyYSHHOE HEIeNI0 Ha3a/l OT ero OaHkupa B AMcreprame — PoroBuka.
Tot npenympesxaan o crpaHHbIX 3anmpocax u3 [letepOypra KacaTeabHO ero 3arpaHMYHbIX KalUTAJIOB
— TeX CaMbIX, YTO MOMOIJIM KOrAa-To (prHaHCHpOBaTh niepeBopoT 1762 roga. Teneps ke maxJjo nof-
TOTOBKOM K KOH(puUcKauuu. [1axio okoHYaTe1bHOM Onason.

[Toka oHM BHOJNTOIOCA TOTOBAPUBAIKCH CO CBSIIIEHHUKOM B IPUTBOPE, 32 BHICOKUMHU CTPEJIb-
YaThIMM OKHAMM OKOHYATEJIbHO CTEMHEN0. Bo3ayX B 4acoBHE OKa3ascs CHEPTHIM U JIEASHBIM, IPO-
MaxIMM BOCKOM, JIaIdaHOM U BEKOBOM IbUIbIO, BHEBILENCS B KAMEHb, C €/1Ba YJIOBUMBIM OTTEHKOM
TJIEHUs] U CHIpOCTU. ['OpcTKa cBeueil oTOpackiBasia IUISIIYIIUE TeHU Ha NOTEPThIe (PPECKU, a JIUKU
CBAITBIX B 30JI0YEHBIX paMax B3UPaJIM HA TPOMCXOAAIIEE C HEMbIM, BCEBUAAIIMM YKOpoM. [ puropuii
OpJ1oB cTOSI1 y anTapsi, ¥ €My Ka3aJloCh, YTO OH HE jKMBEE, YEM 3TU CTEHBI, BIUTABIIMUE 32 CTOJIETUS
BCE — W MOJIMTBBI, M OTYaSTHHE.

OH yKpajKoH, MOYTH KPagy4yucCh, CKOJIb3HYJI B3MISI0M Ha He€. Exarepuna. Ero TpoloponHas
cectpa. Ero nocnennss, oryassHHas Hajiexka. B mpoctoM TEMHOM 11aThe, 0e3 eIMHOTO YKpallleHus], C
I[J1aJIKO 3a4€CAHHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, OHA HAIIOMUHAJIA ITPU3PAKa, IBUBLIET0OCS U3 UHOTO, YUCTOIO MUPA, B
KOTOPBI eMy ObLI 3aKa3aH IMyTh. Becero nmoiroaa Ha3aj oH BIIEpBbIe YBUET €€ B UMEHUN 3UHOBBEBBIX
— I0HYI0 (ppelivHy, YBIeUEHHO uMTamiylo Pycco B 3apocuiem cany. Torga ero, 3arpaBiieHHOTO
namATei0 Pormm v onaioid, NpoH3wia e€ ICHOCTb, €€ CIOKOMHBIN, UCIBITYIOIIMI B3I, Tenepb
OH, COPOKAUYETHIPEXJIETHUI CTApUK, BTATMBAJI BOCEMHAUATUAJIETHEE IUTS B CBOE MaJIEHUE, B CBOIO
ruoeJIb.

E€ nuiio octaBasnoch O1eiHbIM, HO HETIOCTHKMMO CIIOKOMHBIM. JIUIIIb TOHKKE, OYTH MPOo3pad-
HBIE MaJblbl, CKaThle B OEJIbI 3aMOK, BbIIABAIU KOJOCCAIbHOE BHYTpeHHee HampsikeHue. OproB
3HAJI, YTO OHA JIEPKUT B MAJICHBKOM PUIMKIONIE HE LBETHI, & CJIIOKEHHBIM JIUCTOK — BBIIEPKKY U3
«Imuns» Pycco, nmogapeHHyo eMy npu uX TpeTbeil BcTpeue: «VICTMHHas cTpacTh CUJIbHEE BCEX
yCIOBHOCTeW». [[ist He€ 3ToT Opak ObUT (PUITOCOGCKUM HICaIOM, TOPKECTBOM UyBCTBA HAJl MPe[-
paccyakamu. Jlj11 Hero — OTYAssHHOM MOIBITKOM 3aTKHYTh POKOBOM IIETIOT, HAUTU TOYKY ONOPHI B
pylLIamemMcs Mupe.
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CBAIIEHHUK, TPSICYIIUMHUCS, CTAPYECKUMH pyKaMHu repedupasi MoTpENaHHbI TPEOHUK, Hava
YuTaTh MOMUTBY. Ero ronoc apoxan u cpeiBajics, 3Bydai cnadee, yeM menor OproBa. CTapuk ObLT
U3 3aX0JIyCTHOTO Npuxoaa, U MBau mieapo ormiatui ero Moinyanue u yyactiue. Ho nensru He mornu
KYIUTH CIIOKOMCTBHE — OATIOITKA TOMUHAJT HE CTOJIBKO bora, CKOJIBKO «THEB BEJTMKOU TOCY/IapbIHU»,
U €ro I71a3a B cTpaxe Oerajiy 1Mo TEMHbBIM, 3aHABEIICHHBIM IIOTHON TKaHBIO OKHAM.

«[ocnogu, momuyii, I'ocrioau, moMuITyii...» — GOPMOTAJI CBAIIEHHUK, ¥ KaXJJ0€ CIIOBO OMIIO
IO HATSIHYTBIM HepBaM, Kak OapabaHHas TpoOb Tiepe]l Ka3HbIO.

OprioB HEOTPHIBHO CMOTpEJT Ha IOHBIN, 03aPEHHBII CBEUHBIM CBETOM MPO(UIb HEBECTHI, U B
rojioBe cryvyaso: «4ro s TBopo? §I, UbM pyKH MO JIOKOTh B KPOBH, Ubsl CllaBa OOpaTUiIach B Mpax,
Be/ly K BEHILy AuTs. 1 He Mory [aTh el JoOBM — MOE cep/ile BBUKXKEHO 0T/, KaK AepeBHs Mocie
nyrau€Bckoro OyHTa». B KapmaHe ero kam3oJa Jiexao apyroe mucbMo — ot Exarepunsl Benvkoid,
narupoBanHoe 1772 rogom, koraa [MotéMkuH okoHUYaTenbHO oTTecHuI ero: «I'pad Opios, no cnado-
CTH 3JJ0POBbsI BAIIIETO, OTCTABJISIETCS OT BCEX JIeI...» Torna oH B OECCUIIBHON SIPOCTH CHKET OPUTHUHAT,
HO COXPaHMJI KOIMI0 — KaK BEYHOE HATIOMUHAHUE O MaJIEHUU C CAMBIX BBICOT.

OH npeasiarai e JIMIb Onaiy, mo30p U, ObITh MOXKET, MPU3PAYHbIN IIAHC YBUIETD B €€ I1a3ax
He ykac, a npoiueHue. [lanc Ha uckyruieHre ponimHCKoro rpexa. Illlane Ha MCKyIuieHue Toro, 0 4€M
OH HE CMeJl TOBOPUTh Aae Ha MCHOBEAU — TEIJION, )KUBOH IUIOTU MOJ NaJblaMU B POMNIIMHCKOW
KOMHarte, 3axJIEOBIBAIONIETOCS XPHIIa 3a/IyIIEHHOTO UMIIEpaTopa...

B namsitu BCnbIXHYIIM Jpyrvie CBeYM — OCJICTIUTENIbHBIE, THICSYM OTHEN, OTPAKABLIMXCS B 3€P-
KaJIbHBIX 3aj1ax 3uMHero jasopiia. ['pom opanuii mocie Yecmbl, 3anax nopoxa u ciaebl. M e€ Biact-
HBI, MOKopstoimuid roioc, Ekatepunsl Benukoii: «PemuTensHo BCE B Ballly MOJb3y, MO T'€pOu...»
Tenepb OH ObLT HE TEPOEM, a OTTATBHBIM I'PELTHUKOM, TAWKOM BEHYAIOIIMMCS C IOHON POJCTBEHHUILIEH
B TOJTypa3pyIIeHHON YacoBHE. DTO ObLT He Opak, a aKT OTYAsIHUSL YTOMAIOIIEro, XBATAIOIIErocs 3a
COJIOMUHKY. Kanurynsuums nepea npuspakamu 1 MONbITKA KyIUTh y HUX MOILAAy LEHOI0 3TOM XpyIl-
KOH, HE3€MHOI YHUCTOTHI.

«CoracHa Jiv Thl...» — HavaJl CBSIIIIEHHUK, U TOJIOC €0 COPBAJICS HA BU3IVIUBBIN THCK.

«CornacHa», — MPO3ByYaJIO TUXO, HO C TAKOW CTaJIbHOW YETKOCTBIO, 4YT0 OpJIOB B3APOTHYII,
Kak OT BhICTpesia. B 3ToM ofiHOM clloBe He ObLIO HUM IEBUYBETO TPETeTa, HU PaJ0CTHOTO BOJTHEHHUS.
Jlumib BbICTpaaHHasi, 0eCIOBOPOTHAS pemuMocTh. OHa MeIJIeHHO, OyATO MPeoIoieBasi HEBUINMOE
COIIPOTUBJIEHHUE, TIOJIOKUJIA CBOIO JIEISIHYIO JIAJOHb Ha €ro Jpoxalylo pyky. OHa cMoTpena npsmo
niepes; coO0i, M B €€ SICHBIX, KaK OCEHHsIS1 BOJA, I71a3aX OH YMTAJl HE CIIEMyI0 Bepy, a MOJTHOE MOHU-
MaHue. [ToHnMaHue BCeld Mephl ero MajieHusl M Beell Oe3/IHbI KepPTBbBI, Ha KOTOpYI0 oHa HAET. OHa
3HaJa, 4TO UX Opak — BBI30B HE TOJILKO CBETY, HO U camMoy ummeparpuiie. Uto e€ K AET He KU3Hb
B POCKOIIH, & U3THAHKE U OJUHOYECTBO.

OOpsia pomIEn Kak B JIMXopaiouHoM Opejy. Kosbila — rpocTthie 30510Thie 00pyuH, Oe3 rpaBu-
POBKH, — XOJIOAHBIE U UyKH€, CKOJIb3HYJIM Ha TOHKHE, IOYTH AETCKUE Naiblbl. Op/IoB MOYYBCTBO-
BaJI, KaK €€ pyKa Ha MTHOBEHHE OTBETHJIA Ha ero rnoxarue — cjiado, HO yBepeHHO. B 3ToT camblil Mur
rae-to B [letepOypre, B kanuensipun [TotéMkuHa, Jgexan JOHOC OT UX POACTBeHHMKa, ViBaHa 3uHO-
BbEBA, C TIOIPOOHBIM OIMMCAHUEM TOTOBSIIErocs «Oe33akoHus». Ho oHM emé He Begau 00 3ToM.

CBsIIIEHHUK, He CKpBIBas oOJeryenust, mpockpuren: «O0BeH4aHbl» . CIIOBHO TPOU3HEC He Ona-
rOCJIOBEHHE, a CMEPTHBI IPUrOBOP. B 3TOT MOMEHT cTaphlil NCaJIOMILMK, [TOMOTaBIIMN B ajuTape,
HEJIOBKO 3a/eJl CTOSIIIMI Ha aHajioe TPeOHWK, U TOT C IIYXHUM CTYKOM HUIEIHYJICSI Ha KaMEHHBIE
IUTATHI TT0J1a. 3BYK y/Aapa I'yJKO pa3HEcCs MOJ CBOIaMU, 3aCTaBUB BCEX HEBOJIBHO B3JPOTHYTh.

I'puropwuii OpiioB B3s1 €€ JIMLIO B JIaJOHU — BIIEPBbIE MMO3BOJIUB ceOe ITO MPUKOCHOBEHUE TPH
Bcex. Ero nmasplipl, M3710MaHHbIE TOJArpoi U JposKallie OT CTApOCTH, CKOJIB3HYIIHU 10 €€ 1meke. OHa
He oTHIaTHyJ1ack. HarpoTuB — npuKpbUla 11a3a U 4yTh [IOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY, MOACTABISASCH IO €T0
JIaJIoHb, KaK I[BETOK ITOJ] COJTHIIE. DTOT KeCT ObUI MHTUMHEe J1I00oro nouenys. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ, KakK
TIOJ1 €ro IIEepIIABON KOXel ObETCS e€ IMyJIbC — POBHBIN, MOJIOIOH, XUBOH. VI Ha MrHOBeHHE eMy
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M0KA3aJI0Ch, YTO OH JEPKUT B pyKax He JEBYIIKY, a caMO BPeMsl, KOTOpPOE OH KOrJa-To Mpeaa u
KOTOpOE TeTepb JAET eMy BTOPOH ILIAHC.

B yrity yacoBHuM Ha rpyOOM CTOJIE J1exkan OpauyHblii KOHTPAKT, COCTaBIeHHBIN HOTapuycoM Ime-
€pOM — JIOKYMEHT, KOTOPBIH JI0JIKEeH ObLI CTaTh €€ HIUTOM B CIydae ero cMepTtu. Bee ero cocrosinue
— WMEHHUs, KaluTaisl B AMCTepamMe, 3HAMEHUThIE OPJIOBCKUE OPWIITTMAHTHl — TEPEXOIIIIN B e€
eIMHOJIMYHYI0 COOCTBEHHOCTh. DTO OblIa He OpadHasi C/IeNKa, a MOCeHsI BOJIS YTOMAIOIIETO.

Ho enBa oHM cTynmuiM Ha KpbUIBILIO, KaK M3-3a YIJIa YACOBHU I'PSIHYJI MbsIHBIN, Pa3yXxaOUCTHIH
ryi1. Opno Benen MoaHHy BHIKATHTh OOYKY C Ka3€HHBIM BUHOM M pa3faTh MO PyOi0 KakIOMY
MYKHKY U3 OKPECTHBIX J€PEBEHb.

— D'ynsiite, pebsita, BOBCIO! — KPUKHYI OH, ¥ TOJIOC €r0 IPOTHYJI, XOTS JIMLIO XPAHUIIO MaCKy
TopkecTBa. — Ho BBl HE Tak CYACTIIMBBI, Kak 1 — BOT Y MEHS KHATHHS !

MyxuKu, He BeJasi HU o Poriiiie, HA 0 TPpUABOPHBIX MHTPUTax, IPsHYIN « MHorue jieta», a 6a0bl
COMITHCH B XOPOBOJI. BCIIBIXHY/IM KOCTPBI, 3amaxJio kapeHsM MsicoM 1 aérreM. Exkatepuna, OnenHas,
HO C/IepKaHHas, CTOsUIa y OKHA ¥ CMOTpeJia Ha 3Ty CTUXUIHYI0 BakxaHauio. OpsioB NOJOUIEN U TUXO,
IS HE€ OQHOMU, CKa3all:

— OHu He 3HAIOT, YTO MBI XOpOHUM cebs1. Ho mycTh X0Th 3TOT Beuep OyaeT mpazgaukoM. Ona
ckaJsia ero pyky. B e€ rmazax OnecHysm clé3sl — He OT CTpaxa, a OT MOHUMAaHUS IIeHbl, KOTOPYIO OHU
IUIATAT 32 9TOT MUT JIMKOBAHUSI.

— Bcé KoH4YeHO, — XpHILIO, caaBjeHHO BblgaBui OpiioB, HE BBITYCKAs JIEISTHOU PYKHU KEHBI.
E€ masblipl ciabo AporHyny B ero JagoHu. — Tenepb Mbl B ofHOHM KieTke. OHU HE MPOCTAT HaM
storo. Hu oHa, Hu CcBeT.

EkatepuHa nosepHysia K HeMy JMLO. B rycToil TeMHOTE OH BUJEJ JIMIIb CMYyTHBIE YEpTHl U
BJIAKHBIA OTOJIECK B €€ IJla3aX — OT CJI€3 WM OT HOYHOU pockl. Ee royoc ObUT TBEp, HO B caMOM
€ro 3ByYaHUH MTPOCKAJIb3bIBAJI CTAIBHOM, HAJIOMJIEHHBI 0OEPTOH, KOTOPOTO OH HUKOI/IA paHbIlie He
CJIBIIIIAT.

— Her, — TuX0, HO HEOTBPATUMO SICHO OTBETWJIAa OHA. — Ternepb Mbl — KPEMNOCTh.

OH cxan e€ pyKy, IbITAsACh NEPEAATh BCIO CBOIO OTYASIHHYIO PEIIMMOCTb, HO €T0 MaJIbLbl JHUIb
OECIOMOIITHO 1 CYJOPOKHO CKUMAIUCh M pa3KUMAJIMCh, BbIIaBasi HEMOIIb U cTpax. M3 cknaiok eé
IIPOCTOTO IJIaThs1 AOHECCS JIETKUI, YUCTbIN 3ar1ax JIaBaH bl — MPOCTasi, 3eMHasl 1093151, He3HaKoMasi
eMy B €ro Mype yAylaoIuX OJaroBOHHM, MOpOXa M KPOBH. B 3TOT caMblil MUT Te-TO Ha JOpore,
Be/lyliel K ycaap0e, yXe CKakal, He Iajs KOHs, TOHell — He OT UMIIepaTpHIIbl, a OT Opara AJek-
cesl, KOTOPBIM MbITANICA X TpeayrnpenuTh: «[lotémkun goHEc rocynapeine! Jlionu ero yxe Boiexasmu!
Cnacaiitecs!..»

OH 4yBCTBOBAJI TOJI TOHKOW, TIOYTH HEBECOMOUM KOXKeH e€ XPYIKOCTh U CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO
OTYasIHHYIO Hafiexay. [ne-to Banu, 3a 4EpHBIMU, OE3MOIBHBIMU CHITySTAMH CIISIIIUX JEPEB, JIeKa
[etepOypr — ocienuTenbHbINA, 0€3KaJOCTHBINA, KUIIAMKA BparamMu. M OH 3Hal — C MepBbHIMU
JIly4yamH COJIHIIa HAYHETCs1 BoWHA. BoitHa ¢ ummneparpulieit, KoTopylo OH KOIJIa-TO Ha CBOMX ILJieuax
BO3BEN Ha TpoH. BoiiHa ¢ [ToTeMKHHBIM, 3aHSBIIMM €ro MeCTO Nojjie Hee. BoliHa co BceM CBETOM,
KOTOPBIA HE IIPOCTUT UM 3TOTO JIEP3KOT0O BBI3OBA.

Ho B 3TOT MuT, B rpoOOBOI THIIIMHE YyXkKOTO CaJia, C ITOW JEBYIIKOW, YTO CTajia ero KeHOW U
3aJI0KHULIEH ero UCKYIJIGHHS], OH BIIEPBBIE 32 JIOJTHE TO/bI OIIYTHII He OE3bICXOAHOCTD, & CTPAHHYIO,
TOPBKYIO PEIIMMOCTh UATH 10 KOoHIa. OH Me/JIeHHO, MOYTH C OJaroroBeHueM, MPUKOCHYINCS K e€
IEKE, ¥ ero MaJlblibl, 3HAaBIINE BEC CMEPTOHOCHOM CTAJIX U Kap UMIIEPATPULIbL, C y’KaCOM U BOCTOPrOM
OIIYTHJIV XPYIIKOCTb STOW HOBOH JKM3HU, KOTOPYIO OH Terepb MOKJISIICS 3aIUIIATh JTI0O0H [EHOM.

Onu 3aMepiu Tak, Ba MpU3paka B HOUM, a C3a1, B TEMHOM IIPOJIETE IBEPH, 10rOpajia 1 KoIl-
THJIA TIOCTIETHSS CBeva, OyATO MPOBOXAast MX B HOBYIO, ITOJHYIO CMEPTEJIbHBIX OMACHOCTEH KH3Hb. U
COBCEM YiKe OJIM3KO, y CAMBIX BOPOT YCaabObl, MMOCIBIIIANCS SPOCTHBIA, TOPOIUIUBBIA CTYK KOIIBIT —
TIEPBbIiA, OTTYIIUTEIbHBINA BECTHUK HaJBHUTAIOIIECs Oypy, TOTOBOM Pa3OMTh UX XPYNKYIO KPEroCTh
B IIEIKU.
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I'JIABA 1. IIEPBAA HOYb

PaccBer 3actan ux B KapeTe, MYaBIIIeics MPocesIoUHbIMU Jloporamu. ['puropuii OpiioB HaOII0-
Jaj 3a CIISIen KeHOM, MpUKaBIIecs K HeMy B M3HeMOoxeHuH. E€ npixanve ObUIo pOBHBIM, HO B
YTOJIKax IJ1a3 3aCThlla YCTANIOCTh — TOYb-B-TOUYb KAK y COJAAT MOCIIE KPOBOIMPOIUTHOTO OOSI.

B kapmane ero kam3ona jiexasno He TOJNbKO e€ OpauyHOoe KOJBbLO, HO U JAPYTrOd JOKYMEHT —
nucbMo Exatepunsl Benukoit ot 15 mapra 1775 rona, kotopoe oH nepeunThiBall HakaHyHe: «['pad!
[Mo cnadocTu 310poBbst Bartiero yBonbHs10 Bac OT BOGHHOM CITYKOBI...» DTH CTPOKH KIJIM KapMaH,
HaroOMUHasl, KaK UMIIEpaTpHLIa OTCTPAHMIIA €T0 OT JIeJ, CJIOBHO OTPaOOTAHHBI MHCTPYMEHT.

OH cxasl MUCbMO B KapMaHe, W Tepel Ila3aMu BCTajla OHa — He umrieparpuia, a Kars, ta
camasi, YTO B HOUb MIEPEBOPOTA CMOTpEJIa Ha HETO C TAKMM OIHEM, UTO OH TOTOB OB CBEPHYTH TOPHI.
E€ cmex, e€ pyku, cxuMaloniye ero rjiedu, e€ rojaoc, Kotopbliil mentai: «Moii repoit, Mot ['puina».
Torma oH BepuJ1, 4TO 3TO HaBceraa. Yto oHM — JiBe TIOJIOBUHKY OTHOM KOpoHbl. Ho KOpoHa okazasnach
CJIVIIIIKOM TECHOW ISl [BoMX. M Tereph OH CTOST HA MOpOre HOBOH KM3HU, MOHUMASI: Ta CTPACTb
ObLJ1a TIO’KapoM, a 3Ta — TUXUM CBEeTOM. M OH He 3HaJI, 4TO CTpallHee.

OH npunoMHMI UX nocieqHion BeTpedy B Llapckom Cene — Kak OHa, XOJI0HAsI M OTCTPaHEH-
Hasl, Bellajia o «OIaroqapHOCTH 3a CIIykOy», a OH BUJIeN B €€ Iia3ax JIMIIb OOJeryeHne OT paccra-
BaHMUS.

Kapera noanpeiraysa Ha yxade, 1 OH MTHCTUHKTUBHO prskai Ekarepuny kperue. Beero mectsb
YacoB Ha3aJ] OHU CTOSUIM B IIEPKBU — Tenepb ObUTM OersieriaMmu, Kak Koraa-to B 1762 romy, Korjaa oH
MYaJICsl C TOM, Ipyroi EkarepuHON, Bepilia NCTOPUIO.

— MprI janeko? — e€ rojoc mpo3Byval CKBO3b JPEeMOTY.

— Jlo psA3aHCKOTO MMEHHMSI ellIg yaca TP, — OTBETUJI OH, BIVISIBIBASICh B 3ACHEKEHHbIE TIOJISI.
— 41 3apaHee OrOBOPUJICS C IOBEPEHHBIM YeIOBEKOM B MOCKBE — BCE KCTPEHHBIE COOOIIEHUS
Oy/IyT UATH Yepe3 Hero.

OH ymomyaJ, 4To UMEHHO B 9TOM UMEHUH KOTAa-TO OCTaHABJIMBAJICS C UMIIEpaTPUIIEH — UPO-
HUS CyAbOBI Ka3aiach HEMEePEHOCHMOM.

Vimenue BCTpeTHIIO MX HOSOPhCKMM Oe3MosiBUeM. Boratblii OCOOHSIK C KOJIOHHAJOM CTOST B
rIyOMHE YXOKEHHOTO MapKa, HO YyBCTBOBAJIACh CTPaHHasH MyCTOTa — Oy/ATO cama AyIia A0Ma MOKH-
HyJa ero. OpJIOB IOMHMJI €r0 MHBIM — TIOJIHBIM KW3HH, KOTJ]a OH MpHe3xkan cioga ¢ ExarepuHoit
Bemukoii B 1770 romny, mocine YecMeHCKOM MOOETHI.

«BOT rae Mbl cMOKeM YKpPBHIThCSI OT BCETO CBETa, MOW repoil», — TOBOpWJIA OHA TOTAA, U €€
CMeX 3BEHeJ B 9TUX CTeHaX. Terepk 3/1eCh MaxJo BOCKOM M MYCTOTOM.

Ekarepuna 3uHOBbEBa MOJTYa B3Upaja Ha CBOM HOBHIM JoM. Bcero vac Hazan, nmoka OpiioB
00CykJaJl C MPUKA3UMKOM JIETAIM UX MpeObIBaHMsI, OHA YKPAJKOW BBHITUPAJaA CIE3BI B YIIIy KapeThl.
Ho Temnepp B e€ r1a3ax uuTanach He pacTepsIHHOCTb, & Ta K€ PEelIMMOCTb, YTO ObUIa Y HEro MpH
IITypMe TYpPEeLIKUX PeIyTOB.

— 371ech HEeT POCKOIIHU MeTepOyprcKuX ABOPIIOB, — IMPOM3HEC OH, OLIYINAsi TOpedb Ha sI3bIKe.

— 41 He uckasia poCKoOIM, — THXO OTBETUJIA OHA. — ] MUCKasa J0M. A IOM — 3TO HE CTEHHI,
a Iy, UX HaceJsIomIye.

Crappiit npukazuuk Crenad, ciykuBlumii eme oty OproBa, BbIILEN HAa KpbUIbLO. Ero auno
BBIPQXAJIO HE PajoCTh, & CTPAX — HOBOCTh 00 OMaje yXe JOCTHITIA STUX MECT, U MOJOBUHA CIIYT
pazbexanack, 3a0paB ¢ coOO0U BCE TIEHHOE.

— Barnie cusiTenbCeTBO. .. He KIAAJM... OCHOBHBIE MTOKOU 3aliedaTaHbl, KJIIOYH y YIPaBJISIOIIEro,
KOTOPBIA yexasl B MOCKBY HeZEo Ha3all...

— 9710 Teneps oM rpadunu Oprnoou, — otpe3an ['puropuii. — C 3TOro AHSA BCE OTUETHI
— eil.
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OH Bujies, Kak B3APOTHYJ NPUKA3UMK — ISl 3TUX JIOZIEN OH BCE €UIE OCTABAJICSl TEM CaMbIM
OpJoBBIM, UTO BO3BOAMJI HA IIPECTOJ UMIIEPATPULLY.

CrniasibHs1 OKa3as1ach JIEISIHOM, BO3yX MPOIUTAJICS CHIPOCTBIO M JIABAHIOBOH MyIpOil — MpU-
3paKkoM MpeXHel KU3HU, BUTABIINM B 3acTosBIneicss atMocdepe. OpioB jexan 0e3 cHa, BCIyIIH-
BasICh B €€ JbIXaHKE.

OH BoCKpecuI1 B TaMsITH UX TEPBYIO TAllHYIO BCTpeuy 3/1ech, Mecsil Hazaa. Toraa oHa Opoauia
0 3TUM KOMHAaTaM, Kacaiach NajbllaMi MOTPECKaBIIIEHCsS Kpacku M TOBOpHIIa: «31ech OyleT Mot
caf. § BeIparily rBO3IMKY — OHM MAaXHYT CBOOOON». A OH HaOMoOAT 32 Hell U pa3MbIUIsIT: «Kakyio
cBoOomy s Mory Tede mapoBarh? JIuiib cBOOOMY pa3ieuTh MO0 OTaITy».

B cocenneit koMHaTe OH CIIBIIIAN, KaK OHA TUIAYeT — TUXO, B MOAYIIKY, YTOObI OH HE YCIIBIIIAL.
310 Aymmsock Hegoiro. [IoToMm HacTynvIa TUIIIMHA, a KOT/Ia OHAa BEPHYJIACH, €€ 171a3a ObLIIM KPACHBIMH,
HO CYXUMH.

BHe3zamnHO oHa ToneBemMIach BO CHe M Oecco3HaTesIbHO NpUIIbHYIIA K HeMy. E€ pyka Jieryia Ha
ero rpyab — Ta camasl pyKa, 4TO BCEIO HECKOJIBKO YacOB Ha3aj ApoXkaja B €ro pyKe B LIEPKBU, HO
TeTiepb UCKaJla B €ro OOBATHSIX CIIACEHUSI OT KOIIIMapa PealbHOCTH.

OH nexan 6e3 cHa, YyBCTBYsI TSKECTh €€ TOJIOBHI Ha cBoel rpyau. EE€ npixanue OblJIo pOBHBIM,
HO MHOTJa OHA B3[lparvBajla BO CHE, U TOTIAa OH MHCTUHKTMBHO NpMXKKUMal e€ Kpernye. B kakoii-to
MOMEHT OHa IOILIEBEJINIIACH, U €€ PYKa, JIeKaBIlasl Ha ero KaM30Jie, CKOJIb3HYJIa BbIIIE — K €rO 1Iee.
[Tasplpl €€ KOCHYJIUCH My/IbCUPYIOLLEH KWIIKM Ha €ro ropie, U oH 3amep. Jlaxxe BO CHe OHa MCKaja
€ero, TSHYJIACh K HEMY, KaK K €IJMHCTBEHHOMY UCTOUHHUKY TEIlIa B 3TOM JIEISTHOM MUpE.

OpIoB OCTOPOKXHO, OOSICh Pa3OyAUTD, MTPOBET JIATOHBIO IO €€ BOJIOCAM — IJIQIKUM, MaXHYIIIM
JIaBaHJOH ¥ MOJIONOCThI0. OHA YTO-TO MPOIIENTaa BO CHe — Hepa300pUrBO, HO B Tosioce e€ 3ByJaa
ynbiOKka. OH HAKJIOHWICS ¥ TIOLIEJIOBAN €€ B BUCOK — JIETKO, TIOUTH HEBECOMO, KaK IETyIOT UKOHY.
BriepBbie 3a TpuALIATh JIET €ro TyObl KOCHYJIMCh KEHIIMHBI He B Kask/1e 00MajaHus, a B 0J1aroroBeHu .

Tpuauars JIeT OH crnaja OAuH — JIaXke ¢ UMIepaTpHULIel UX HOUM HAIOJHSJIA CKOPEe CTPacTb,
HE:KeJIM HeXKHOCTh. JTa JIEBYIIKa UCKala B HEM He (haBOpUTA, HE Teposi, HO IMPOCTO YEIOBEKa.

B nBepp nocryuanu. Bomeén VBan ¢ cepeOpsHbIM MOHOCOM — Ha HEM MOKOUJIACh 3aCOXIIIast
I'BO3JMKA M CMSATBIN JIMCTOK.

— Or gokropa PomxkepcoHa, Baie custenscrBo. Kypbep ckakajl CMEHHBIMM JIOIIaAbMU TI0
3apaHee OroBOpEHHOMY MapuIpyTy uepe3 MockBy. Cka3bIBaeT, IOMHUT Ballle PACHONIOKEHUE U ITpe-
aynpesxaaer — B [letepOypre yxe ocBeIOMIICHBI.

OpnoB paseepHy: 3amucky. [loyepk jeitd-menuka PomkepcoHa, TOro camoro, 4to JISUuI1 ero
niociie Yecmbl, 61 y3HaBaeM: «I puropwmii ['puropseBud! Crielity mpeaynpenTb — CerogHsl yTpoM
MamonoB poknaasiBan Mmmepatpuie. ['oBopsT, npukas 06 apecrte yxe rotoB. Bar crapsiii gpyr
npeaynpexaaeT — Oerute, oKa He MO3/AHO. Pomkepcon».

OH BCIIOMHUIL, KaK JIECATh JIET Ha3aJ, Clac Kapbepy MOJIOAOTO MOTJIAHICKOTO Bpaya, Korjaa ToT
OKasaJicsl 3aMelllaH B ITPUJBOPHOM cKaHzajle. Ternepb JOKTOp BO3Bpallas 0.

OH HecnenHo NojouIeN K KaMMHY U IIBBIPHYJ 3alMCKy B OTOHb. [11ams aJHO MOIIoTuio
Oymary, CJIOBHO HEKOT/Ia MOIJIONIAJIO €r0 CJIaBy.

— Yro cTpsAcioch? — TUXHIA TOJIOC 3aCTaBHJT €T0 O0SPHYThCS.

Exarepuna cTosiia B JBepsiX, 3aKyTaBIIKCh B MTPOCTON IIEPCTSHOM TUaToK. E€ o mobnen-
HEJIO, HO B IVIa3aX YMTaJach HE PACTEPSIHHOCTh, a Ta caMasl SICHOCTb, YTO MOpa3ujia ero Mpu NepBou
BCTpeEYe.

— Huyero cyiectBeHHOro, — cosraj oH, OLyIasi TSKECTb HelpaB/Ibl.

— BbI u3 pyk BoH 1u1oxo Jikéte, ['puropwmii ['puropbeBud, — oHa nmpuodamu3uiack. — Mbl Besib
JOTOBOPUJIMCh — HUKAKMX TailH. My Bbl nosiaraete, 4To 51 HE BBIAECP:KY MpaB/ibl?

OpnoB cMoTpen Ha He€ M aymMan: «JIBa mecsiia Ha3ax oHa Oblla OEJHON POACTBEHHUIICH, a
HBIHE MPEJICTAET Nepejo MHOM KaK paBHasl — He I10 MOJIOKEHMIO, a 1o cuiie ayxa. Ho 3ta cuita cronna
el CNE3, MPOTUTHIX B OIMHOUECTBE.
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— Hac OynyT pasbicKMBaTh, — HaKOHeI BRIMOJIBWI OH. — Penbaberepb u3 OTpansl yxe
no6pascs no [erepOypra. MaMOHOB, CTPEMSICh BBICTYKUThCS, YCKOPHJI BCe TIpoLieyphl. Uepes neHb-
IBa 371eCh MOTYT OOBSIBUTHCS coniathl. MiMmeparpuiia He MpoiaeT HeMOBUHOBEHHSI — TeM Ooliee
Opaka ¢ OJIM3KON POACTBEHHHIIEH. DTO 3aKOHHBIHN MOBOJ 1J1s1 KOH(PUCKAIIMY UMEHHUI, MOHACTBIPS A5
TeOs1, a ISl MeHst — BO3MOXHO, Croupwu.

OH oxupan crpaxa, ci€s, ynpekos. Ho Buzes, Kak oHa CIJIOTHYJI, U B €€ IJ1a3ax YTo-TO MepeJio-
MHJIOCh — CTPaX CMEHMJICS XOJIOJHOM PeIIMMOCTBIO. DTO OblIa HEe €CTECTBEHHAS! CMEJIOCTb, A 3aIlUT-
HBII MEXaHU3M BbIKMBaHUSI.

— Toraa Ham HagOOHO rOTOBUTHCA K OTHE3/LY, — MPOU3HECIa OHa IpocTo. — 1 03ab0uych
nposusueil. [Tonaraio, Ha Hepemo mytu. W Bamm Gymaru u3 kabuHeTa — OHM BaM MPUTOSTCS.

OpnoB HaOMOAT, KaK OHA ylaisieTcss — C WealbHOM OCaHKoM, coOpaHHas. Ero mopakasna
3Ta CTpeMuTesbHAasI TpaHchopMalius, HO re-To B INTyOMHE JyIIM OH MOHUMAJN: €€ YBEPEeHHOCTh Obljia
IIIUTOM, 32 KOTOPbIM CKPBIBAJICS] BCE TOT K€ UCITyTaHHBINA PeOEHOK.

CrycTs yac, CIycKasich B CTOJIOBYIO, OH YCJIBIIIIAJ €€ rojioc u3 KyxHu. Ho, ripesx e uem nogoinTy,
oH otaan MBany uérkue ykazanus: «[IpoBepuTth Bce mogbes bl K ycaapoe. BrICTaBUTH JO30PHBIX U3
MECTHBIX MYKMKOB. [IoATOTOBUTH 3amacHbIX JIolaaei B TpEX Bepcrax orciofa». CTapblii BOMHCKUI
MHCTHHKT MPOCHYJICS B HEM, MTpeBO3Moras 00JIe3Hb U yCTaJIOCTb.

OpJoB 3acThUT B IBEpsiX, HaOMmoast 3a Heil. COTHeUHbIH JTyd 03apsil e€ cBeT/Ible Bojiochkl. OHa
coOupasiach B OETCTBO C TEM ke CIIOKOMCTBUEM, C KAKUM BUEpAITHUAE TIeTepOyprcKre IaMmbl cOOMpa-
JIMCh Ha OAJIbL.

BHesarHO oHa 00epHYyJIach U BCTPETWIIAach ¢ HUM B3IVIsIoM. B €€ ouax oH mpoyén He cTpax,
a pelrMocCTb.

— 41 npukazana ynakoBarh Ballld KapThl, — MOJIBWIA OHa. — T€, 4TO ¢ OTMETKaMH MOXOJ0B
[Torémkuna B Kpbim. [lonarao, OHM MOTYT MOCITY:KUTH JJIs TUIAHUPOBAHUS MapuIpyTa.

Beuepom, pazbupast Oymaru B kaOunere, OpJioB HATKHYJICA Ha cTapylo Kapty Kpeima — Ty
camylo, 4To oH coctapysii s [lorémkuna B 1776 rogy. Ha monsx coxpaHuiich NOMETKUA UMITepa-
TPUIIBL: «31ech OyeT PycCKHid TOpT», «31ech — Bepdb».

OH B3MpaJ Ha 3TY 3HAKOMBIE IITPUXU U YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK MPOIILJIOe HAacTUraer ero. Bor ono —
BCE, UTO OH CO3AaJI, BCE, OT YErO €ro Ternepb OTIYYUIIN.

Bapyr on ycneiman nérkue maru. Ekatepuna crosiia Ha ropore, Jepka B pyKax MaJIeHbKUI
CBEPTOK.

— DT0 MOM YKpallleHUsl, — THXO Ipou3Hecia oHa. — He ¢amuibHble — Te TETKa He oTAasIa.
A Te, 4TO BBl JapWJIM MHE MOcJiefHe JBa Mecsia. VIX MoxxHO npoaats B gjopore. JleHbr IPUroasaTcs.

OpJoB CMOTpeIT Ha 3TOT CKPOMHBI CBEPTOK — Ha BCE €€ «OOrarcTBo» — M YyBCTBOBAJ, KaK
HEUTO CKUMAETCS B TPYAH.

— 41 He MOTy NPUHATS... — Ha4aJl OH.

— MBI OTHBIHE MYX U KeHa, — Tepeduniia oHa. — A MYk M KeHa AeNST BCE — M PaJIOCTH,
u Oenpl. U ykpareHus Toxe.

Omna nopo1Ia K OKHY, BIVIS/IBIBasiCh B TEMHEIOIMI MapK.

— Benaere, 51 cerofgHs oTbicKaza B cajy 3aCOXIIMI KYCT IBO3/IMK, — IIPOMOJIBIJIA OHA 3a/1yM-
yrBO. — OH Tepexu1 1 MOpo3bl, 1 3a0BeHne. CTajio ObITh, U MBI CyMEEM.

OpJioB B3upas Ha €€ MpoduIib, O3apEHHBIN MOCISTHUMU JTyYaMU 3aKaTa, U BIIEPBbIE 3a JOJITHE
TOZIbI OIITYTHJI HE TSKECTD MPOIILIOTo, a CTPAHHYI0, TOPbKYIO Hajiexkay. OHU ObLUTH AByMsI ONTaJTbHBIMHU
AyIIaMy B HEOOBSTHOM, BPAKAEOHON UMITEPUN — HO BIIEPBbIE OH HE ObLT OIMHOK B CBOEM M3THAHUM,
1 3Ta MbICJIb OJHOBPEMEHHO IyTrajla U AaBajia CUJIbl )KUTh JaJIblIE.

I'naBa 2. Tens Ilerpa

10



N. Fox. «Kpenocts B1Boem»

Con He ObLT 6ercTBOM. D10 OblIa KanuTy/IsAMsA. Ero cosHaHue, 3TOT NOC/IEIHUI OIJIOT TOp-
JBIHU, TTOBPEXKIEHHBIN ynapaMu, OOJIE3HBI0 U BHHOM, OE3pOIOTHO CAAaBaJOCh Mpu3pakaM. Bpauu
HIENITAJIMCh O MOBPEXKAEHUU MO3Ia, O ME/IJIEHHOM yracaHWM PaccyJKa — HO Pa3Be HE caM OH Havall
9TO yracaHue TpUILATh JeT Ha3a B Porie?

On muancs. He mo GnectsimeMy mapkeTy, a 1Mo pacKucIel, yxabucTo Jopore, NMeTIsaBIIeH
cpeny MPOMOKIIKX JI0 YEPHOTHI eJiell. JlensHple Karm XJecTaau B JIMLO, CJIOBHO CE3bl Beell Poc-
CHH, KOTOPYIO OH Ipejal. Bo3ayx rycres, npeBpaliasich B rpeMyuylo CMeCh KOHCKOTO I10Ta, BJIAXKHOW
HIEPCTH IJIAIlA ¥ €IKOU, JO TOITHOTH 3HAKOMOM CJIaJIOCTH CTpaxa.

«OH He MOXeT KuTb, [ puiiia, — mentain Berep ronocoM Asekcesi. — Mmreparpuiia 3Toro ue
niepeneceT. Jleno rocygapcrBerHoe... [Tonsin? l'ocynapctBenHoe...»

On nonsu1. Beerna nonnmait. Ho celiuac, B 9TOM JieAsTHOM KOIIMape, c10Ba 3BEHENN He OIpaB-
JAHUEM, a IIPUTOBOPOM.

CockakuBasi ¢ ce/ijia, OH IOYYBCTBOBaJI, KAK CAIlor C YaBKAIOIIMM CTYKOM YBSI3 B I'PSA3H. DTO
OLIYIIIEHHUE JIMIKOM, 3acCachlBalOLIEl 3eMJIM CTaJIO MPOJIOrOM K TOMY, YTO KJaJlo BHYTpU. ['osioBHas
00J1b, BEUHAsI CITyTHUIIA TIOCJSHUX JIET, TyJIbCUPOBaja B BUCKAX B TAKT IIaram.

OH 1m1araJj o CKpuILyYuM MOJIOBULIAM, M KaX/Iblil CKPUIT OTAABAJICS B BUCKAX yJapaMH MOJIOTA.
JIBepb ObL1a MPOCTOi, MOTEPTOH, AyOOBOM. 3-32 HEE MOHOCUIIMCH BCXJIMITBIBAHUSI, TIEPEMEKAIOIIH-
ecsl IbTHBIMHU, OeCCBSI3HBIMU pyiiagamMu. [1€rp dEénopoBuy yrnpakHsics Ha cKpurike. OpJioB TOJTKHYIT
JBEPb, U Ta C BU3TOM OTBOPUJIACh, CIIOBHO BITyCKas €ro B IpeJ/IBEpHe aa.

B nieHTpe KOMHATHI, Y CTOMNA, 3aBaJIeHHOTo oObeakamu, cTosi OH. B pacctérayrom mMmyHaupe
[TpeodpaskeHCKOro MojKa. 3anax yaapui B HO3pY — JICHIEBBIN OJICKOJIOH, BUHHBIN TIeperap 1 Herle-
PEBApEHHBI CTpax.

«['pumma! Bpar moi! — 3axne6nysncs [1eérp. — Ilycture Mens k Té€rymke... B [ommutuamio. ..»

OpJoB XOTeN cKa3aTh YTO-TO TBEPAOE, BIACTHOE, HO CJI0BA 3aCTPSUIU B rOpJie KOMOM *kaJIOCTH.
OH BuUIeN TOJNBKO I71a3a — OTPOMHBIE, [10-AETCKU HAMBHBIE, MOJIHbIE HEAOYMEHHOTO ykaca. Takue xe
r1a3a ObUTM y MX 0OIIero chbiHa, Asiekcesi BOOpMHCKOro, KOTOpPOro OH HUKOT/IA He TIOCMeeT Ha3BaTh
CBOUM.

Cuena népuynack. OHu octaimuch oqHu. [I€Tp pBanysncs K nBepu. UTO-TO MIENKHYJIO BHYTPU
OproBa — MHCTUHKT 3arHAaHHOTO 3BEpsl.

Temuas, sxuBast 0Tk nof najibiamu. Hanpstxkenue mpii. [pencmepthsiii xpun. OH cMoTpen
B 9TH IJ1a3a U BUMEI, KaK YyKac CMEHsUICS MycTOoTOM. JlpIxaHue cTano OyJbKalonM, MPEPbIBUCTHIM.
ITOT 3BYK BIUJICS B MO3T, BHEJICS B TIyLITY.

Korma Teno B ero pykax oomskiio, numo mMépteoro Ilerpa apornyno. Ha ero Mecte BO3HUKJIIO
Apyroe — ¢ XOJIOJHBIMM, HACMENLIMBBIMU I1a3aMu. Exkarepuna.

«['psi3abIMU pykamu, ['puropuii? — mpomenTanu e€ ryosl 6e3 3Byka. — Moil repoit...»

OH ouHyJICS Ha MOJTY, 3aITyTaBIIMCh B MOKPBIX MPOCTHIHAX. Ceplie KOJIOTHIIOCh, TOTOBOE Pa3o-
pBath pEdpa. B ymmax cToss1 TOT camblil XpHII, CMEIIAHHBIN ¢ e€ JieAssHbIM EnoToM. Ha HecKobKo
y’KacalollliX CEKyH]l OH He MOHMMaJ, I1le HaXOAUTCS, KTO OH, Kako ceivac rof... [lamsts Bo3Bpa-
I1a1ach OOPBIBKAMHM, KaK BCET/a, MOCTe CUIbHBIX PUCTYIIOB.

—Barnie cusaTenbcTBo! — MBaH CTOSUT HAJL HUIM ¢ KYOKOM BOJIbI, €T0 JIUIIO BBIPAKAIO HE TOJIBKO
TPEBOT'Y, HO ¥ TIPUBBIUYHYIO CKOPOb — OH OJVIH BUZEN, KAK CTPEMHUTENILHO Pa3pyIlaeTcsi pa3yM ero
rOCIIOAMHA.

OpJIoB OTIIATHYJICS OT €ro MpUKocHOBeHUs. OH CMOTpeJ Ha CBOM Aposxatiue pyku. OHU Ka3a-
JIMCh JIMIIKUMU OT HEBUIMMOW KPOBHU.

— OH 31€ech, IBaH, — niporienTan oH. — A cerofHs... U oHa ¢ HUM. CMOTPUT U npe3upaer.

Korna oH nonomién k okHy, B roJIOBE CHOBA 3aKpyKMI0ck. OH yXBaTHIICSA 3a MOJOKOHHUK, YyB-
CTBYSI, KaK 3eMJIsl yXOAUT U3-TI0/] HOT. DTa 3a0bIBYMBOCTD, T MPOBAJIBI ITyTajIy OOJIBIIE JIIOOBIX KOIII-
MapoB.

VY1pom sBuiICS AJleKcen.

11
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—JIuio y Tebs, Kak y BcTaBiiero u3 rpoda. Onsath TBou BuaeHusi? ['onoa mydaer?»

—Toctu. Hespansle, HO BeuHbie, — OpIIOB C TPyIOM COOpasl MBICIH B Ky4y.

AJnekceil MaxHyJ1 pyKOM:

—DBpocs. ITponnoe noxoponeHo. OH pocran 6ymaru. — Oneka HaJ CHpOTaMi 3MHOBBEBBIMU
— JI0YepbMU TIOKOMHOTO reHepan-maiopa Hukonas 3uHOBbEBa, Hallero TpoopoaHoro opata. Ilo
3aBeIaHuI0 HaM C TOOOM nosoxeHa. PopMaIbHOCTh, @ COOIOCTH HAJIO.

I'puropuii B3s1 nokymeHT. Ero B3z 3auenwics 3a uMms: Ekarepuna HukonaesHa 31HOBbEBA.
BocemHuanuars sier. BcmnoMHUIIMCH CBETJIBIE BOJIOCHI U SICHBIE, HUYEM HE 3allsiTHAaHHbIE IJ1a3a C MOPT-
pera. Ero nBoroponHast cectpa. MbICIb O TOM, K Y€MY €ro BJICUET, OblIa CTONb K& OTBPATUTENIbHA,
CKOJIb ¥ HEO0JINMA.

—/leBUOHKe MATHAANATBHIA rofl, — ckazan Asiekceil. — [lpu 1Bope (ppeiyinHON YnUCIUTCS.
Hano cpouHo 3amyx BbIIaTh, IIOKA...
—Her, — pe3ko npepBai ero ['puropuid, 4yBCTBYs, Kak B HEM BCIIBIXMBAET YTO-TO JIMKOE,

upparmonaibHoe. — S cam pa3zOepych.

AJnexceil ycMeXHYJICS, HO B IVIa3aX Y HEro MeJIbKHYJIa TpeBora:

—HeyxTto nymaenn, Tebe ona gocranercsi? Tebst camoro cBeT Ha nernu aepxut. Vi 3a0su,
KTo Teneps paBoput? OH Beran. —beperucs, I'pumia. 3a Heit u [ToréMkuH 1m1a3om noBoaut. Tel emy
HE POBHSI.

Korma 6par ymén, OpioB nmofoméen K moprpery. YUCThId, CIIOKONHBINA B3MJIsI] IOHOW AEBYIITKU
CJIOBHO oberman crnaceHue. Ho pa3Be MOXET OCKBEpHEHHAsl AyIla MPUKOCHYTHCS K YMCTOTE, HE
ockBepHUB e€? ['1e 3akaHuYMBaeTCs UCKYIUIEHUE U HAYMHAETCSl HOBOE, CTpalllHOE MajjeHue?

OH [IE€pHY 32 MIHYPOK KOJOKOJIbYMKA.

—MWBan! Haiitu Bce Gymaru mo orneke Haja 3uHOBbeBbIMU! ... y3HATB, Iie cefuac HaxOquTCs
nesuiia Exatepuna. Ero ronoc qpoxar, HO BIIepBble 32 MHOTHE MECSIIbI B HEM 3Bydasia He Oe3HaIe k-
HOCTb, a ONacHasl, TOUTH Oe3yMHasi pemuMocTb. OH [IarHyI Ha MyTh, Te UCKYTUIEHUE U TIPOKJISTHE
CTaJIi Hepa3IUuYUMBbI.

I'naBa 3. Cetckas 3apaza

3epKajio B puXoxeld 0e3MOJBCTBOBAJIO, JaBasi eMy MOCIeIHUI IaHC OTcTynuTh. Ho uaru
ObLIIO HEOOXOIMMO — CETOIHSIIHUI MPUEM B YeCTh TE30MMEHUTCTBA OIHOTO W3 BEJIMKUX KHS3er
OBbLIT TIEPBBHIM OOJTBIITIM JIBOPIIOBBIM COOBITHEM TIOC/Ie OKOHYaHUs Tpaypa. OtcyrctBue OpioBa, Bcé
e (popMabHO YMCISIIIErocs B CIUCKAaX MPUIBOPHBIX, ObUIO Obl PACIIEHEHO KaK OTKPBITHIA BHI3OB.

He o 30By cepatia — ero cepiie JaBHO MPEBPaTUIIOCh B KOM OOJU U COKAJIEHUM, — a TI0 30BY
J0JITa ¥ TOW TIPU3PAYHON HAJIEKBI, UTO, OBITh MOXKET, HOBAs SM0Xa HAWJET 1JIsk HerO Yroji B CBOe
KECTKOU, BHIBEPEHHOU 10 MeJiouel cTpykTrype. OH BCIOMHUII CJIOBa, CKa3aHHble Ekarepune B AHU
ux nepBoro Tpuymda: «Iloka s apimry, Poccust Oynet 3HaTh, 4TO Y HE€ €CTh BEpHBIH ChiH». Ternepb
AbIXaHKe JIaBAJIOCh C TPYAOM, a Poccus, kazanock, 3a0blia O €ro CyIiecTBOBAHHH.

MBan nomoras eMy o0na4aTbcsi B MapaJHbIl MyHAUP, PACIIUTHIN 30JI0TOM, KOTOPHIA KOT/a-
TO CHJEJ Ha ero OOraThIPCKUX IUIeYax Kak BJIMTOM, a Termepb OE3BOJIBHO BUCET HA OCYHYBIIEMCS
teste. Kaxoe nrkeHre TpedoBasio ycuinid. [1asbipl OTKa3bIBaIMCh 3aCTETMBATh MEJIKHE ITyTOBUITBL.
OpoB cMOTpeJ Ha CBOU PYKU — 3T CaMble PyKH, YTO OOHUMAIT UMITEPATPUILy U AyIIHIA UMIIe-
paropa, — ¥ BUJEN B HHUX JIMIIb TPSCYIIUECs], OECIoNe3Hble MPUAATKH.

—Moxer, He CTOUT, Ballle cUATENbCTBO? — rojioc VIBaHa 3Byvasl NPUITTYIIEHHO, HO B HEM

CIBIIIANIACh BCS OONb MX OOLIMX BOCIOMUHAHWA. — HoBble mopsiaku... [oBopsaT, ipu 1BOpe yke
MOrOBapUBAIOT 00 omaje.
—Hosble nopsaaku, Ban? — OprioB ropbko ycMeXHYCSA. — {1 CIMIIKOM CTap 1Sl HOBBIX

MOPAOKOB. Ho crnurikom ropm, YTOOBI yMHUparb B OJUHOYECTBE.
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Kapera memieHHO Tamuiach Mo 3acHexeHHON HaOepexHor. C KakIbIM yIapoM KOJEC O
OYJIBDKHUK B MTAMSITU BCIUIBIBAJIM UHBIE TIOE3/IKM — JIMXKE, CTPEMUTEIbHbIE, KOT/Ia OH JIETEJ BO JIBO-
pell K Hel, U TOJMA paccTynaiach nepej ero kaperou ¢ kpukamu: «OpioB enet! ['epoit eger!» Torga
ero rep0 Ha JBepiie O3Haval BIACTb, CUITY, IPUOMMKEHHOCT K TPOHY. Ternepb OH ObUT BCETO JIMIIIb
yKpallleHHeM Ha JIBepIie YCTapeBIIero SKUMmaxa.

VY 3uMHero ux KapeTry OCTAaHOBMJIM Y CaMbIX BOPOT. MoJ1ofoii oduriep B HeyI0OHOM, HO MOJI-
HOM IIpY HOBOM JIBOPE MYHIMPE MEJIEHHO CBepsiT (haMunio co crckoM. Ero masnbliibsl, OOTSHYThIE
OeJIbIMU TepYaTKaMu, CKOJIb3UIM IO Oymare C TeaTpasibHOW MEIJTUTEILHOCTHIO.

—I'padp Opnos-YecmeHCKUiI? — mepecnpocuii OH, U B TOJIOCE MPO3BYYAJIO HE MPOCTO YIAUB-
JIeHWe, a TIOUTH apXeoJorMyeckuidl nuTepec. — MHUHYTY, Ballle cUsATeIbCTBO. — OH MepesTUCTHY
CTpaHMILy, CBEPSISICh C AOTOTHUTEIbHBIM CIIMCKOM. — Bari TUTyII... ocTascs 6e3 n3MeHeHui ?

OproB MOUYBCTBOBAJT, KAK KPOBb IMPUJIMBAET K JIMILY. DTa MEJIKasi MPOBOJIOYKA, 3TO YTOUHEHHUE
ObLIM YHU3HTENIbHEE OTKPHITON rpy0ocTH. —be3 n3MeHeHuii, — XpHIIIo OTBeTHI OH. — [loka 4To.

Oduiiep KMBHYJ ¢ IPEeyBEIMUYEHHON TOYTUTEIBHOCTBIO:

— IIponycruts.

OproB BOWIEN B rajepelo, U TUIIMHA BCTPETHIIA €r0 — HE OTCYTCTBUE 3BYKOB, a MX BHE3aIl-
HOe TpepbiBaHue. PoroT ronocos, cMex, IIypIiaHue IaTbeB — BCE 3aMepiio Ha CEKyHy, KOraa OH
TMIOSIBUJICSL B JIBEPSIX, @ 3aT€M BO30OHOBMJIOCH C YABOCHHOW CHJIOH, HO yXKe C KOJIKUAM, SI3BUTEIIbHBIM
OTTEHKOM.

Brpyr nepen Hum Bbipociia 3HaKoMasi (pUrypa — BBICOKUH, TPY3HBINA MyKUHHA C TIPOH3UTEb-
HbeIMU [1a3zamu. ['puropuii [lorémkuH. ®aBopuT, 3aHSABLIMIA €r0 MECTO MOAJIE UMITEPATPULIbL.

— I'pad, — TToTEMKHH cierka HakJIOHWUJ TOJIOBY C YOUHCTBEHHOM BEXJIMBOCThIO. — Kakas
HEOXKMJaHHas BcTpeva. MBI yiK JyMaJii, Bbl 3a0bUTH JOPOTY BO JABOPEIL.

OproB MONBITANICS OTBETUTh, HO CJIOBA 3aCTpsuiv B ropie. OH JMIIb KUBHYJ, YyBCTBYS, KaK
HEHABUCTh M OECCUIIE CRUMAIOT TOPJIO.

— Hapeiock, 310poBbe Baitie norpasisietcsi? — [TOTEMKIH MOUT pbIBaJ IEPCTHEM C OTPOMHBIM
OpUUTHAHTOM — TIOJAPKOM UMIiepaTpuiibl. — [pu 1Bope TpeOyloTcs cuiibHbIE Toau. Bripouew. ..
— Ero B3m1s1 cKomb3HYI 10 poxkariein pyke OpiioBa. — Bam, BepHO, HYKeH MOKOM.

OpJoB XpUILIO BBIIABUIL:

— 1 cmyxun Poccru, xorga Teds emmié Ha cBeTe He ObLIO.

[TorémMKkuH ycMexHyJICA:

— O, MBI Bce MOMHUM Batty ciyx0y, rpad. Ho Bpemena mensiorest. ['ocynapbIHs IEHUT TeX,
KTO CMOTPUT BIIEPEN, a HE Ha3a/.

OH NOIHST TOJIOBY M BCTPETUJICS B3MTISIIOM C KHs3eM bezboponko. ToT cTosi B CTOpoHE, C
MIPUBBIYHON HEBO3MYTHMOCTHIO HaOMo1as 32 HAUM. VIX B3MJISI/IBI CKPECTMIIMCh HA MTHOBEHUE — U B
3TOM MrHoBeHNH OPJIOB YBU/IEN HEUTO OOJbIlee, YeM paBHOAYIINE: MeIbKHYBIIIee Y3HABaHHE, TIOUTH
COYyBCTBHE, KOTOpoe Be300opoiko CO3HATENIBHO M JEMOHCTPATUBHO TOTACHII, MTPEXk/Ie YeM IIABHO
OTBECTH I71a3a ¥ IOBEPHYTHCS CITUHOM.

OH monbITasCs 3aTepATHCS B TOJMIE, HO 3TO ObLIIO HeBO3MOXHO. Ero curypa, mycts u coroes-
Hasi, ero JIMIIO, IMyCTh ¥ U3yPOIOBAHHOE OOJIE3HBI0, — BCE BBIAABAIO B HEM TOro camoro OpJioBa.

«baromku, ga sto xe I'puropuii OpioB... — mpolenTtany 3a ero cnuHoil. — Kak oH u3me-
HWICSL...»

«CoBecTb, 3HaellIb JIM, He KaMeHb, TJIOKET, — OTO3BAJICSI MYXKCKOH royioc. — Criplia, BYepa
OIsATh B Opey ObLL...»

OH o6epHyJics. Moso10ii MIErois OICTPO OTBEPHYJICS, Aeiast BUJI, YTO pacCMaTpUBaeT (Ppecky.
Ero nama cMmotpena Ha OpiioBa ¢ HECKpHIBAEMBIM JIDOOIIBITCTBOM, KaK Ha IMKOBUHHOTO 3Beps. Jleas-
Hasi BOJIHA ITpOKaTmiack 1o crHe Opriosa.

B sToT MmomeHT nBepu pacniaxnynuch: «Ee Mmneparopckoe Bennuectso!»
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OH noBepHysics 1 ymen. OpoB CTOSUT MO/, YHUITOXAOIIMME B3IV AaMu cOTeH 11a3. OH ObLT
uzroeM. [Ipu3pakom, KOTOpoMy He ObLJIO MECTa CPe/In KUBBIX.

BI)IXOIIH Ha MOpO3HbIﬁ BO31YX, OH ITOHA: CHHHCTBCHHbIﬁ YEJIOBEK, KOTOpI)Iﬁ MOr 6bI CTaTb EMY
OIOpOM, — Ta I0HasI JAEBYIIKA C SICHBIMU TJIA3aMU, Ubsl YUCTOTA ObLJIA TAKUM K€ YIIPEKOM ero JylIiie,
KaK ¥ MMpU3pak 3aayIIeHHoro ummneparopa. Ho He CAMIIIKOM JI TO3HO UCKATh CIaceHusl, KOra cam
cTaJ1 mpu3pakom?

I'naBa 4. JIyd B TeMHOTE

Pemenre moceTuth MOAONEYHBIX 3MHOBBEBBIX POAMIIOCH HE U3 J0Jra, a U3 oT4asHus. Bcio
npeapiayyio Houb OprioBa CHOBa Tep3ayu KomMapsl o Pommie, HO Ha 3ToT pa3 k xpuiy Ilerpa
deEnopoBrya MPUCOESTUHIIICS XOIOJHBIN, HacMeluTuBbIi rosioc ['puropust Iotémkuna: «Bawm, BepHo,
HYXEH TMOKOMH, rpad». [IpoCHYBIIUCH B JIMIIKOM OT TMOTa Oesibe, OH B SPOCTH HIBBIPHY.T My3BIPEK C
naynanymoM. [Tokoii? Het, oH He MOr OoJIbIlie OCTaBaThCS B 9TOM 3aTXJION IPOOHHUIIE CBOETO JIBOPIIA
Ha JIBoproBoii HaOepexHOH. EMy HyXHO ObU1o Oexarh. VI eIMHCTBEHHBIM MECTOM, Kyla OH MOT
Oexath, OKa3aaoch 310 3a0bToe Borom nmenue nox [etepOyprom.

Uro oH uckan B 3toM yoorom yronke? [Tpomennsa? 3adBenus? Wimm npocTto HOBBIM Criocod
Tep3arh ceOs, MOJHOCS K CBOEMY CMPaJHOMY BHYTPEHHEMY MUPY KPUCTAIBHYIO YHACTOTY, KOTOPYIO
ObLT OOPEYEH JIMIITb OCKBEPHUTD ?

OH cMoTpes B 3aroTeBIee CTeKJI0 KapeThl Ha MPOILIbIBABIIME MUMO yOOTrHe AepeBeHbKHU, Ha
rojible, 3aMHAEBEBINNE BET/Ibl, HA cepoe, HIU3Koe He0O. DTOT men3ax ObUT CO3BYYEH ero ayiie —
TUTOCK Ui, Oe3HAEKHBIN, JIMIIEHHBINA KPAacOK U mepcriekTrB. OH exall He Kak OyiarofieTesb 1 ONeKyH,
a KaK MPOKaXEHHBIN, WIIYIINA TPUKOCHOBEHHUSI 3/I0POBOM KOXM, YTOObI BHOBb, XOTsI Obl HA MM,
OITYTHUTh CeOsl JKUBBIM.

BHyTpH KapeTsl maxjo KOoxel, TOporuM TabakoM M €IKMM, CJIaAKOBaTBIM apoMaToM Jiayjia-
HyMa — BEYHBIM CITyTHUKOM ero Ho4yel. OH MalllMHaIbHO MOTEP OHEMEBIIINE MaJIbIILI IIPABOH PYKH,
BCIIOMHUMB, KaK BCEro yac Haszaj IpoKalluMH MajibllaMu pazoupan Oymaru no omneke. Cpean HUX
ObLIO MUCEMO OT AJtekcaHapa AHapeeBrnda be30oponko, HamMcaHHOE Oe3yNPEeYHO-XOJIOHBIM KaH-
HESPCKUM CJIOTOM, YBEIOMJISIIOIIEE, UTO «BCE HEPEIIEHHBIE BOIIPOCH IO ONMEKYHCKUM JiejlaM Hajl
HECOBEPIIEHHOJIETHUMHU 0cO0aM1 U3 poJja 3UHOBbEBBIX MepexosAT B BeAeHune Bamero CustenbcTBa,
Kak OMKafIero poACTBEeHHHUKA MO MY)KCKOU JIMHUM».

Brkaiiiiero poactBeHHUKA. .. CJIIOBHO Y HETO He ObLIO CBOMX I'PEXOB, CBOUX MTPU3PAKOB, a ObLT
JIMIITH ITOT CyXOH, Olopokpatrdeckuit noir. OH cxal B KapMaHe KPOIIEYHbINA, UCTOHYMBIIUICS OT
BpPEMEHU JIOCKYTOK — IIENKOBYIo nepyarky Exarepunbl. He Exarepunsl 3uHoBbeBOM, a Eé. Mne-
parpuribl. Ero Katu. 9T0T JIOCKYTOK OBUT M TAIMCMAHOM, U BEPUT'aMH, HAIOMKHAS O TeX AHSX, KOraa
OH, MOJIOZION apTUIepHiicKuii oduliep, BriepBbie yBuaen e€ B OpaHueHOayme — Tor/a eié Beju-
KYyIO KHATHHIO, YHH)KaeMYI0 MyKeM-UMIIEPaTOPOM.

Kapera pe3ko kauHysnach, BBIOMBAsi €ro M3 TATOCTHBIX IyM. OH ¢ cHIoN onépcsi Ha TPOCTb,
MOYYBCTBOBAB 3HAKOMYIO, THETYIIYIO C1ab0CTh BO BCEM Tesie. EMy BcnoMHMIIAaCh Jpyrast jopora —
WIOHBbCKas, TbUTbHAS, Beymas B OpanuenOaym B 1762 romy. Torma oH cKakasi, MOJOIOM, CUITbHBIMH,
CKMMasl B MOTy4ell pyKe 2(pec IITary, a He 9Ty Aypaikyio TpocTb. Torna Betep OblT He Bpak1eOHBIM,
a yIpyruM, HaroJTHEHHBIM 3aIlaxoM CKOIIEHHBIX TPaB M Mopoxa. Toraa oH BE3 Ha TPOH JKEHILUHY,
KOTOpasi CTaHeT ero cyabOoil 1 npokisgTueM. Tenepb OH exall K Apyrod — JAEBYIIKe, Yb& UM ObLIO
JUIsl HEeTO JIMIITb CTPOYKOW B reHeasiornyeckoM apese. Kakoe emy nesno 1o stux cupot? Passe ero
COOCTBEHHBIN ChIH, AJlekceid BoOpUHCKMI, He ObUT ISl HEro TakKUM K€ CHPOTOM, KOTOPOTro OH He
CMeJT TpU3HaTh?

Nmenue BCTpeTnio ero niyxoi TUIIUHOM, HapyIIaeMoM JIMIIb KapKaHbeM BOPOH Ha ITOKOCHB-
emMcs1 3a0ope. BbesHbie BOpoTa ¢ 0OMynuBIIUMCS repOOM — JiBa cepeOpsAHBIX KabaHa B roiyooM
T0JIe — CTOSUIM pacliaxHyThIMH, OyTO UIMEHHE JaBHO MaxHyJI0 Ha ceOsi pykoil. HebomnbImoit rocnon-
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CKUH JIOM, HEKOT/a, JOJKHO ObITh, MIJIBI U YIOTHBIH, CTOSUT B TIIyOMHE OOJIETEBINIETO Cajia, U ero
HITyKaTypKa OChlajlach, CJIOBHO CTPYIIbSL.

Ero BcTpermiia Ha KpbUiblie TIOXKWIIAs, CyXasl XKEHIIMHA B TEMHOM, BBILIBETIIIEM OT BpPEMEHH
TlaThe — TETKA-BIOBA, YIPaB/IsIBIIAs MMEHHEM Tocje cMepTu Opara, reHepai-Maiiopa Hukomas
3uHoBbeBa. E€ urio, ucnenipéHHOe MOPIIMHAMM, BBIPAXKAJIO He PaoCTh, a TIONOOOCTPACTHBIN yKac
P BUJIE 3HAMEHUTOM, OUO3HON (DAMUITUU.

—I'pad, Bame cuATENHCTBO... MBI HE KAAIU... IpocTuTe pagu bora, BcE B TakoM Oecrio-
psIIIKe. .. Ballla BOCIIMTAHHUIIA HE OfieTa JUIsl MPUEMa. . .

—TI'ne Exarepuna HukonaeBHa? — niepeOms1 OH pe3Ko, He B CHJIaX BRIHOCUTh STOT YHU3UTEb-
HBII JIeTieT.

JKenimyHa 3amMoprasa, pacTepsiIHHO yKa3aB JApoXallell pyKol B CTOPOHY caja:

—IIporynuBaercs, Bailie CUSTENLCTBO. .. HA TIPYAY... YATAET... — I HallIy HOopory cam.

OH miara’s, onupasch Ha TPOCTb, UyBCTBYS, KAk 3eMJIsl YXOOUT U3-110J] HOT' HE TOJIBKO OT Clla-
00CTH, HO ¥ OT CTPAaHHOTO BOJIHEHHSI, TIOXOKETro Ha TO, YTO OH MCIIBITHIBAJ Mepe]] BaXKHBIM Cpaxe-
HueM. OH CBEpHYJ Ha MEpBYIO MOMABLIYIOCS TPOIKHKY, HO OHA MPUBEJA €ro K 3apocIieMy Ipyay,
BO3JIE KOTOPOTO CTOsUIA ITycTast, MOJypa3pyleHHas Oeceika. Ha MrHOBeHHe emMy NoKa3anoch, 4To OH
BUJIUT TaM TeHb — TO J1 EKaTepuHbl, TO JIM CBOETO COOCTBEHHOTO Mponuioro. Pa3npaxéHHslil, oH
TIOBEPHYJT Ha3aJ, 3a0JyJUBIIVCh B JAOMPUHTE U3 TOJIBIX KYCTOB CUPEHH U CIISIIIUX [IBETHUKOB. JTa
OeCIOMOIITHOCTh B IMPOCTOM JIeJie — HAUTH JOPOTY B UyKOM Cay — 3/IMJIA €ro, HAallOMUHAs O TOM,
Kak OECrOBOPOTHO YIIIIa €ro CuJja.

Haxoneri, 3a moBOpoTOM, OH YBU/JIEJ IPYTO# NPy — MEHbIIUMI, YioTHee. CKPOMHYIO JIEPEBsH-
HYIO CKaMbIO TIOJT CTapOi, packuaucTon Oepé3ont. M Ha Heill — oHa.

OH yBujien e€ cHavasa B Ipo(uIib: CKIOHUBLIYIOCS HaJl KHUTOM, YKYTaHHYIO B IPOCTOM, TEM-
HBII TU1AI1, U3-T10/] KOTOPOTO BBIOMBAIMCH MPSIAM BOJIOC TENEbHO-30JI0THCTOrO OTTeHKa. OHa Oblia
HE OCJIENIMTEIbHO KPachBa, Kak MPUIBOPHbIE KPACABHUIIBI, HO B €€ UepTax ObljIa Ta SICHOCTbh U FapMO-
HUS, 9TO 3aCTaBJIsJIA CEP/LE CKUMATHCS OT HEOObSCHIUMOM OOJH.

OH caenan mar, v oj €ro HOroi ¢ TPOMKUM XPYCTOM clIoMasiach BeTka. OHa MOHsIIA TOJIOBY
— pes3Ko, ToUTH uchyranHo. Ha e€ nuile Ha MrHOBEeHHME MeNIbKHYJIA TeHb OECOKONCTBA, M OHA
MHCTMHKTHBHO OTOIBUHYJIACh, C)KUMasi KHUTY B pykax. Ho moutu cpasy ke e€ uyepThl yCIIOKOUJIHCh,
CMEHUBIIKCh BHUMATEJIbHBIM, N3y4alollM BblpakeHrueM. E€ criokoiicTBUe NOKa3ajloch eMy Tenepb
He aOCOMIOTHBIM, & JOCTUTHYTHIM YCHUJIMEM BOJIH.

—BpmI k TéTymke? — crpocuna oHa. ['onoc y He€ ObLT HErpOMKUIA, YKMCTHINA, HO Terepb OH
YJIOBWI B HEM JIETKYIO, CAEPKUBAEMYIO HAMPSKEHHOCTD.

OproB MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO HE MOKET BBIMOJIBUTh HU cjioBa. KoM crosin B ropne. OH b
MOKayvaJl rojioBOM, He B CHJIaX OTBECTH OT He€ B3MUIsA. BHe3arnHo, CKBO3b HAKaTUBINUK CTHI U Ona-
TOrOBEHHE, B HEM BCIIBIXHYJIA pe3Kasi, COOCTBEHHUYECKas MbIC/b: «B3sATh. 3a0path 3TOT CBET ceode,
CIIPAATAaTh OT BCEX, IPUKOBATh K ceOe». DTa )KUBOTHAS PeaKlvs UCITyraJia ero eme OoJblIIe.

—41... g Bam onekyH. ['puropuii OpioB, — HaKOHEL BbIABWJI OH, U €r0 3HAMEHUTOE UM
IIPO3BYYAJIO YyKEPOIHO B ITOM TUXOM Cafy.

OHa Me/IJIEHHO BCTajla, OTJIOKUB KHUTY.

—4 3Ha10. Exatepuna 3uHoBbeBa. OueHb npusTHo, I 'puropuii ['puropbesuy.

OHa He NOKJIOHWJIach, HE clejiajla peBepaHc, He OIyCTUJIA I71a3 — U B 9TOM OH Terepb yBUIEI
HE TOJBbKO JOCTOMHCTBO, HO M BBI30B, CO3HATEJIbHBIN OTKa3 OT PUTYyasa, YHHKAIOIIEr0 UX OOOMX.
Betep noHéc 10 Hero JErkuil, CBeKMI 3amax 00K M CyXOro CeHa — 3arax e€ IyIaThsl, 3anax Ku3HH,
MPOCTOM M 3[A0POBOI, KOTOPOU JJIsl HETO HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO.

Ero B3misi11 ynas Ha KHUTY.

—BbI unTaere? — CrpoCKII OH, YyBCTBYS BCIO HEJIENIOCTh BOIIPOCA.
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—/Ma. Pycco. «lOnus, win HoBast Dnounsza», — OHa cjierka KOCHYJIach MaJibllaMK KOpEIKa
KHUTU. B e€ rma3ax mMenbKHyna J€rkas ysapliOKa, HO Terepb OHa Kasaiach eMy OoJiee rpyCTHOH, yeM
O30pHOM.

—MeHs npegynpexaaid, 4YTo 3TO ONacHasi KHUATA. B Hell TOBOpUTCs, YTO UCTUHHASI CTPACTh
CUJIbHEEe BCEX YCIIOBHOCTEH M JJaske CMepTH. YTO 4yBCTBO — €AMHCTBEHHBIH 3aKOH.

CrnoBa e€ npo3Byy4asu JJisl HEro Kak BeicTpesl. «CuiibHee cMepTu». OH CMOTpeI Ha 3Ty XpyIl-
KYIO JIEBYIIIKY, IIUTUPYIOIYIO KPaMOJIBbHOTO (hriytocoda, ¥ TOHUMAJI, YTO HACTOSINAS OTTACHOCTD UCXO-
JWT HE OT KHHUT, & OT STOU BCTPEYH, OT ITON HEBO3MOKHOM HA/Ie XK Ibl, KOTOpask HAYMHAJIA IIIEBETUThHCS
B €r0 OMEPTBEBILIEN JIYIIIE.

—A BHI He OOHMTECH OMACHOCTEH? — XPUILIO CITPOCUJI OH, U B €T0 ToJIoce MPO3ByYaia HermoI-
JeJbHas1, TOPbKas MPOHUs, OOpaIEHHAsA K caMoMy ceoe.

Ona nocMoTpeJa Ha Hero MpsiMo, e€ B3MIsi OyATO MPOHUKA B caMylo TJIyOb €ro JIyIIu.

—Uro moxeTt ObITh onacHoro B npasae? Wnm B uyBctBax? A Bbl? Bbl Besb, HaBepHOE, MOBU-
JaJIM MHOTO HacTosiMX onacHocrel, ['puropuii I'puropseBuy.

STOT MPOCTOI BOMPOC MPO3BYYAJ AJIs1 HETO Kak yrnap KuHxkanoMm. OH noBuaan ux. OH cam ObLT
UX BOIUIOIIEHHEM. BHYTpH HEro CHoBa BCIIBIXHYJIO TO K€ JBOMCTBEHHOE YyBCTBO: KaX/1a OUMIICHUS
1 TEMHOE, XUIIHOE XeJIAaHUE 00J1a1aTh 3TOM YUCTOTOM, 3allauKaTh €€, CIeJIaTh CBOEH.

— C/MIIKOM MHOT0, — TPONIENTal OH, OTBOAs B3MIsiA. — CIMIIIKOM MHOTO I OJHOMN
Au3HU. EMy crano crbiiHo. CTBIIHO CBOEH HEMOILM, CBOETO IMPOILIOro, BCEH I'PsA3M U KPOBU, UTO
OH TIPUHEC ¢ COOOU B 3TOT YUCTHIN YTOJIOK, U OCOOEHHO — CTBIIHO 32 Ty MOCTBIIHYI0, MUMOJIETHYIO
BCTIBIIIKY JKEJTaHHsI, YTO TOJIBKO YTO MPOMEJIbKHYJIAa B HEM.

—MHe HyXHO UATH, — CKa3aJl OH HAKOHEIl, YyBCTBYs, UTO €II€é MTHOBEHHE — U OH PyXHET
riepe]] Heil Ha KOJIEHH, U BCE TEMHOE U CBETJIOe, UTO B HEM ObLIO, BHIPBETCS HAPYKY B OHOM HEBHST-
HOM, Oe3yMHOI MCIIOBEIH.
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N. Fox. «Kpenocts B1Boem»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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