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Jlekco Hagesscs CpATaThCA OT JMYHBIX ITPOOJIEM B TJIYIITH, HO OKa3aJics B
SMULIEHTPE KOHIIA cBeTa. TeseBuieHue OTKJII0UEHO, BOJa B KpaHe UCCSKIIA, a 1o
yJMIaM cejia OpOAAT MyCThie, cepble (PUTYPhI TeX, C KEM OH €eIlle BUepa 370pOBaJICs
y marasuHa. Korja ronopn 3acTaBiisieT ero BeIATH Ha TIEPBYIO BbLIA3KY, MaHUKA U3
(pnIBMOB CTAaHOBUTCSI CYypPOBOM PEaTbHOCTBIO, TAXHYIIEN ChIPOM 3eMJIEH U THUJIBIO.
Crapblil IepeBsIHHBIN JO0M OOJIbIlle He 3aluinaeT. Brnepean — mycras Tpacca,
3a0uTast OpOIIEeHHBIMHA MallTUHAMM, W XOJOIHBIA TyMaHHBIN Jec. CiydaiiHas
HaXoJKa B pa30MTOM MoMIeckor MarmHe Aa€T Jlekco Tsokensiid [TM B pyku
MPU3PAYHBIM IAHC JOKUTH A0 3aBTpa. Ho roToB i OH HaXaThb Ha KYpOK, KOrja u3
JIECHOM YaIli HABCTPEUy €My BBIXOIAT Te, KTO OOJIbIIIe He 3HAeT MOIIa bl ?

© MenbHUKOB A., 2026
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AJekcern MeJLHUKOB
Tuxue noporu. Tom 1

I'nasa 1. /Iom

Jlexco BepHYJICs B Cello B Havyajie HOsIopsl.

He60 Torna noutu Kaxkaplii IeHb ObU10 cepbiM. TsokenbiM. BynTo conHiie mpocTo ycTano cMoT-
peTh Ha 3TOT MUp. TpH rofa Ha3aj OH yexall OTCIO[a, YBEPEHHBIH, UTO OOJIblle HUKOT/IAa HE BEPHETCS.
Torna eMy Ka3ajoch, YTO HACTOAIIAS KU3Hb KAET IAE-TO B JPYroM MecTe: B OOJIbIIOM IOpojie, B
OTHOIICHHUSIX, B OyIyIeM, KOTOPOe BOT-BOT JOJKHO OBbLIIO HAYAThCSI.

Ho B nTore Bc€ 3aKOHUMIIOCH TaK K€ TUXO, KaK U HAYAJIOCh.

Tenepb OH CHOBa XWJI B CTapOM JOME Ha Kpalo cena. Popurenu yexanu Ha Mecsll K pOACTBEH-
HHKaM B JIPyTOii TOPOJI, OCTABUB €My KJIIOUM, HEMHOT'O JIEHET U TPOChOY «IPHCMaTPUBATh 32 JIOMOM».
JloM BCTpeTI1 €ero 3HaKOMBIM 3aIlaxOM CTaporo JepeBa, XOJIOAHBIX KOMHAT U IPOLIOro, OT KOTOPOTO
OH KOTJJa-TO TaK XOTeJ COekaThb.

Bcé BOKpyr ocTanock MOYTH TaKMM Ke: Te ke 3a00pbl, Te ke pa3OuThie JOPOrH, TOT XKe Jail
cobak 1o BeuepaMm. Tosnbko cam Jlekco crait Ipyrum.

INocnenHue mMecsipl OyATO BBIKIVIM B HEM 4TO-TO BaxkHoe. [locne paccraBaHusl BHYTpH OCTa-
JIach CTpPaHHas IyCTOTa, C KOTOPOW OH HE 3HAJ YTO JIENaTh.

JIHY TAHYJIMCh OMHAKOBO. YTPOM OH BbIXoaw Bo aABop. Komnon aposa. Ynuctun cuer. Mnorna
YTO-TO YMHWUII 110 JOMY, TIPOCTO YTOOHI 3aHATH pyKu. 1 Bc€. OcTtanbHoe BpeMsi OH IPOCTO CYIIECTBO-
BaJl.

Ilo Beuyepam Jlekco cuaesn Ha CcTapoM KpbUIBLIE C CUTApETOM M CMOTPEJT Ha IYCTYIO OPOTY BIIE-
penu. Ceno 3aceinano paHo. Ilocne necsatu Beuepa BOKpYT MOYTH HE OCTaBaIOCh cBeTa. TobKo pen-
KM€ OKHa JIOMOB U (poHapu Bo3jie MarasuHa. MHorna eMy Ka3ajaoch, 4To KHM3Hb 3aKOHUMIIACH EILE JO
KOHIIa cBeTa. ByITo BHYTpH HEro yke JaBHO HUYETO HE JABUraoCh.

ITpoxonnmm guu. ITotom Hepenu. Jlekco movTy nepecra BHIXOAUTH KyJa-TO KpPOME Mara3usa.
TenedoH Bce yaine Jiexail pa3psskeHHbIM. CTapble 3HAKOMBIE JABHO UCUYE3JIN U3 €T0 KU3HU, a IIMCaTh
KOMY-TO IIEPBBIM OH HMKOIZA He ymell. MHorna HOYblo OH JIOJro HE MOT YCHYTb M IPOCTO JIEXKAJ,
V1A B OTONOK. EMy Ka3ajiock, 4To Bce BOKPYT 3HAIOT, KaK XUTh 3Ty KU3Hb. Kpome Hero.

B TOT ieHb BCE OBLIO TaKUM ke OOBIUHBIM. JIEKCO KOJIOJN ApoBa 3a JIOMOM, KOIZa YCIIbIIa
crpanHbIi rya. CHauasia OH 1axe He 0OpaTii BHUMaHus. B cese nHoraa jietaa BOGHHbIE CAMOJIETHI.
Ho 3Byk craHoBuIICA BCE rpomMYe.

Jlekco nonHsaAn ronoBy. Hag necom MemyieHHO mposieTenu JBa BOEHHBIX BeprosnéTa. Husko.
CrmmiukoM Hu3Ko. OH MPOBOIWII MX B3MJIAIOM, IIYPACH OT XOJIOAHOTO BeTpa. Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH L
nosiBuwiics Tpetuid. [lorom eme onux.

Jlekco HaxMypwica. YTO-TO BHYTpHU HENPUATHO CKAJIOCh. BEpTONETHI yXoouim B CTOPOHY
ropoga. beictpo. byaro cnenmiuu. OH MeUIEHHO OIyCTHJI TONOP M MPOAOJIKWII CMOTPETh B CEPOE
He00, ITOKa I'yJ OKOHYATEIbHO He paCTBOPHJICSA Iie-TO BAaiu. M cam He oHUMaJ moyeMy, HO IMEHHO
B TOT MOMEHT OH BIIEPBBIE 32 JOJITO€ BPEMS NIOYYBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO KPOME ITCTOTHI.

Tpesory.

IlepBrpie HOBOCTHM MOSBUJIMCH YEPE3 HECKOJIBKO JHEH NOCIe BepToIE€TOB. CHavasna BCE BbIMIA-
71eJI0 KaK OObIYHAsI MAHUKA U3 TEJIEBU30PA.

Jlekco craen HOUBbI0 Ha KyXHE ¢ KPYKKOM JJaBHO OCTBIBILETO 4Yas U JucTai TeaedoH. Crapbli
TEJIEBU30p THXO ITyMes Ha ¢hoHe. Bemyue roBopuii o Gecropsiikax B KPYIHBIX TOPOIax, O KaKMX-
TO HallaJIEHUSAX U HEM3BECTHOM BUpyce. Ho roBopuiy CIMIKoM cokoWHO. Byaro camu He nmoHM-
MaJId, HACKOJIbKO BCE IUIOXO.
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— Brnactu npu3BIBAIOT rpaxk/iaH COXPaHATh CrIOKoMcTBUE. CUTYyalisl HAXOOUTCSA M0J, KOHTPO-
JeM

JIekco TONBKO YCMEXHYJICH.

— Ecnm 1o Teneky roBopAT «BCE MO KOHTPOJIEM>», 3HAYUT BCE YKE JIETUT K YepTAM, — IIPO-
6opMoTa oH cebe Mo HOC.

Ha skpane menbkaiu Kagpbl: MOJUIEHCKUE MAIUHBI, TOJIIBI JIIOAEW, CUPEHBI, OllETUIEHHbIE
ynuupl. TToToM nokaszanu KOpoTKOe BUIEO, CHATOE KeM-TO Ha TenedoH. Kakoi-1o Myx4MHa 1IN
MIOCPE/IU IOPOT |, IIaTasich TaK, OyATO ObLIT MEPTBEIKH IbsiH. Ha Hero kpuyanu. CUTHATMIIN MaIIiHbL.
A TIOTOM OH BIpPYT OPOCHJICS HA JKEHIIUHY PSIOM.

Bupeo pesko obopsaiock. CHoBa cryausi. CHoBa criokoiiHble yiia. Ho BHyTpu y Jlekco urto-
TO HENPUSATHO IIEBEJIbHYJIO0Ch. DTH JIOAU ABUrayMch ctpaHHo. He kak cymacmenmume. Ckopee Kak
ITyCTHIE.

Crenyromyie TH HOBOCTY HaYaJT JIe3Th OTOBCIONY. VIHTEpHET ObLT 3a0UT BUIEO: IPaKH, Harla-
JEHWS, JTIOAW B KPOBH, KPUKH Ha YJIMIIAX, IEPEK PHIThIE paiOHBI. BOJBIIMHCTBO POIMKOB OBICTPO yria-
JISL7TU, HO OHU BCE PABHO MOSIBJISUIUCH CHOBA.

Jlekco noutu He cniat o HoyaM. ITpocTo siexan B TeMHOTE M JiucTan JeHrty. MHorga eMy kasa-
JIOCh, YTO MUP CXOIUT C yMa.

— .HIOIII/I BCIO KU3Hb MEUTAJIM YBUIACTH KOHCI CBETA — TUXO CKa3aJl OH OOHAXIbI, I'IAOA B
MOTOJIOK. — A KOI/Ia OH Ha4aJICsl, BCE CHEJaJId BUI, UTO ITO IPOCTO OYE€pPETHbIE HOBOCTH.

OH 6pocut TesieoH pSIOM U 3aKpbUl r1a3a. Ho ycHyTh He MOomy4nsIoch.

Uepes mapy AHE# OH MOUIEN B ONMKadImil ropos nemkom. 1o Hero ObiIo 4yTh OOJIbIIIe Yaca
yepe3 Tpaccy. JIekco peiko Kyna-To BHIOMpaICs, HO I0Ma IMOYTH 3aKOHUMITUCH CUTapeThl 1 HOPMaJTb-
Has efia.

Vike Ha BXozie B ropoji BCE BHIIVISAIENO HerpaBwibHO. CIUIIKOM MHOro nosuiuu. HepBHbie
JIOIY BO3JIe Mara3uHoB. Kpuku rze-to Brasiexe.

Bosne cynepmapkera KTo-To pyrajics u3-3a Boabl. MyxkunHa B KaMy(uiske Tallyl MOJHYIO
TEJIEKKY KOHCEPBOB, a PSIIOM JKEHILMHA MOYTHU TUlakaia B TenedoH, noBropss: «Mawm, npocTo He
BBIXOJUTE U3 IOMa». JIEKCO MEJIEHHO IIET MEXIY MOMYIYCThIX MOJIOK U YyBCTBOBAJ, KaKk TPEBOIa
HAUMHAET Pacron3aThCsl BHYTPU.

.HIOIII/I BBITTIAACIA UCITYTAaHHBIMU. Ho GIIIé HE IMOHUMaAJIN, YTO l'[pI/IBI)I‘{HLIIjI MMUP yKE€ HAYAI YMU-
pars.

Camoe 5KyTKO€ MPOU30IILIO BeuepoM. JIekco yxe cobupaics uaATH 0OpaTHO B CEJI0, KOra Bo3Je
MapKOBKM Havasiack cyera. Kakoil-ro myxumnHa Opé€n mexay mammHamu. MemieHHo. OveHb me-
JeHHo. ByaTo emy ObLIO TsIKeNo Jaxke CToATh Ha Horax. JIumo cepoe. [1a3a mycteie. Ha KypTke KpoBb.

Kro-TO KpUKHYI:

— MyxuK, Tede rmioxo?!

Ho 1ot naxe ne orpearnpoai. OH npocto npopomkan uary. llar 3a marom. Y1 umeHHo 310
ucnyraino Jlekco cunbHee Bcero. He kpuku. He KpoBb. A TO, HACKOJIBKO 3TOT YEJIOBEK BBINISAIEN
MEPTBBIM eIIE IO TOro, Kak HAOPOCHJICS Ha KEHIIUHY BO3JIC MAIIIMHBI.

Jlionu 3akpuyamu. Kro-to Opocumiicst Gexars. MyXurMHa MOBAIWI €€ MPsIMO B CHET U Haval
pBaTh 3y0aMu IIeI0 Tak, OyATO ObLT )KUBOTHBIM.

Jlekco 3actbi1. Bech 11yMm BOKpPYT BAPYT CTall KAKUM-TO JayiekuM. OH CMOTpes Ha 3TO U YyB-
CTBOBAJI CTPaHHYIO ITCTOTY BHYTpH. ByATO YacTh Hero yxe noHumasia: oOpaTHO HUYEro He OydeT.

[Nonuneiickue mogdexanu yepe3 HeCKONbKO ceKyHI. OIMH U3 HUX yAApuil MYKUUHY JTyOUH-
koil. Honb peakuuu. Tor npoposkan xpaTh KEHIIMHY NPpsMO Ha 3emuie. Torna nmpo3Byvai nepBbli
BeicTpeil. [Torom Bropoii. Tosbko moce nomnajaHus B rojoBy TEJIO HAKOHEL] 3aMepJIo.

Jlekco emg 1oaro crosin Bo3jie Mara3uta rociie 31oro. Jiroau Bokpyr kpudyayiv. KTo-to cHuman
npoucxogsuiee Ha TeaedoH. Kro-To miakan. A oH mpocTo cMOTpesl Ha KpoBb B cHery. U BriepBble 3a
BCE 3TO BpeMsl nogyMa: «Kadwcemcs Mup peanvHo KOHUAemcs».
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l'opon Havast tomarbest psAMO y Hero Ha I1a3ax. [locie BbICTpenoB Bo3je cynepMapKeTa JIoau
OyIITO OKOHYATEJILHO MOTEPSUIN OCTaTKU CIIOKOUCTBUs. KTo-TO Kpnuan. Kto-To 6exain Kk MarasiHam.
¥V BXoz1a Hayastach Jipaka u3-3a Bofibl M KOHCEPBOB. CHpPEHBI BbUIM YKE IIIE-TO COBCEM PSIIOM.

JIekco cTosi1 cpein 3TOro xaoca U 4yBCTBOBAJI CTPaAHHOE OLETIEHeHUe. ByITo BCE nmporcxoauniio
He ¢ HUM. MuMo npo6exan MyK4YrHa C PIOK3aKOM U YyTh HE BPE3aJICsl B HETO TUICYOM.

— To1 yero Bctan?! Banuth Haio OTCI0a! — KPHUKHYJT OH M TTOOEKAT JaJIbIIe.

Jlekco MenieHHO mocMoTpest BOKpYT. Jlioau neicTButesibHO yoeramu. V3 ropona. OT 3apaxén-
HBIX. [Ipyr oT apyra. A OH BIpPYT MOHSUI, YTO HEe XO4eT Oexarh BMecTe co BceMu. Tonma Becerja myraja
ero cuiibHee onuHouecTBa. OH MOJTYA HATSIHYJI KAIOIOH U MOMENT 00paTHO K Tpacce. [lemkom.

CHer THX0 NaJaj Ha IMyCTeloIyio Jopory. [ ie-To no3aau B enié Cblaaruch KpUKU U CUPEHBDI,
HO C KaX[JbIM II1arOM OHM CTAaHOBWJIMCH THILE. JIEKCO IIEN CHOKOWHO, 3aCYHYB PYKM B KapMaHbl
KypTku. Y mouemy-To BriepBbie 3a JOIT0e BpeMsi BHYTpH He ObUIO MaHuKU. TOJBbKO CTpaHHas ycTa-
JIOCTb.

— Hy KOHEYHO — THXO yCMeXHYJICSI OH ceOe 1moj Hoc. — Bech MUp CXOmUT ¢ ymMa UMEHHO
TOI/1a, KOrjJa y MeHsl HaKOHell 3aKOHUMJIUCh CUJIbl TIEPEKUBATb.

Bertep ynapui B mio xonoznoM. Brosb Tpacchl oqHa 3a Jpyroi MpOHOCWIIMCH MallvHbL. Jlioau
ye3kaj U3 ropoja: ¢ BelllaMu, JAeTbMH, NepenyraHHbiMu Jiuijamu. Hekoropble curnanumm. Kro-to
4TO-TO Kprvai u3 okoH. Ho Jlekco gaxe He obopaunBaics. OH MPOCTO MIENT TOMO.

CTpaHHOE 4yBCTBO MOCEIMIOCH BHYTpPH Hero 1o gopore. He crpax. Ckopee oryiienue, Oyaro
BCE mpoucxosinee ObUTo Henm30ekHbIM. ByaTo Mup naBHO K 3ToMy 1ién. [IpocTo monu cimiikomM
CUJIbHO JIIOOWJIM IeNaTh B, YTO BCE HOPMAJBHO.

Korna Bnepeny HakoHell OKa3alInch NEpBbIE JOMa Cejla, yke HaunHajlo TeMHeTh. Ha ynuiax
TOXE YyBCTBOBaJach MaHuka. Cocenu TacKaiv MENIKUA U KaHUCTPbl. KTOo-To rpy3us Bemm B CTapylo
«HuBy». Bo3ne MarazuHa TONMWIKCH JoaU. Bee roBOpUIM OQHOBPEMEHHO: MPO BUPYC, BOEHHBIX,
HanageHus, KapaHTUH.

Jlekco Mommua npomen Mumo Hux. EMy He xotenock HU ¢ KeM pasroBapuBarh. Ceituac yesioBe-
YECKUI IITyM pa3ipaxkall ero CHiIbHee, 4eM Koraa-an6o. OH 3amién Bo ABOP, 3aK P 3 COOOH KaIUTKY
M OCTAaHOBUJICA NNOCPEAN THUIINHBI.

JloM BBITJISIZIEN TOYHO TaK ke, Kak yTpoM. By/iTo BHEITHUI MUD eI1IE He ycIien clofa 100paThesl.
Jlekco MenyieHHO ce Ha CTYNEHbKM KpbUiblia U 3aKypul. Braneke BCE eme Cpluainch MallvuHblI.
Jlionu nponoskaiu ye3karb. A OH BIIEPBBIE 3a J0JT0O€ BpPeMsl MOUYYBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHOE KEJIaHWE
OCTaThCH.

— Ecimm BcE neiicTBUTENbHO KOHYMTCS — THXO CKas3all OH, IS B TeMHelollee He0o. —
HagepHoe, s syuiiie BCTpeuy 3TO 371€Ch.

[Mpomuia venens. Moxer, 6omplie. JIekco yxe CHOBa Hayall TEPATH OIIYIIEHUE BPEMEHH.

TeneBunenue nepecrano padorars Tpy JHS Ha3a. CHavasia mporaiy OObIYHbIE KaHAJbI, TOTOM
OCTaJICSI TOJIBKO IIyM M pelKkue OOPBIBKM IKCTPEHHBIX cooOmeHuil. Pagno mponepxkanoch 4yTb
nonblie. JKeHCKHIA ToJI0C MOBTOPSIT OMHO M TO JKE: OCTaBaThCs JIoMa, U30eraTb KOHTaKTOB, KIATh
nomoi. I[lorom ncues u oH.

Tenepb 1oM crosut B noHou TviuHe. Hacrosimeit. be3 maimn 3a okHoM. bes cocenckux pas-
roBopoB. be3 ganékoro myma tpaccel. Tonbko Berep. MHoraa ckpun aepesa. M peakue maru cHa-
PYXKH.

Jlexco mouTtH He BHIXOAWJ U3 Aoma. Eipl moka xBarano. B cene Bceraa y yozeit ObLH 3amachl:
KOHCEPBBI, KpYIIbl, KAPTOLIKA, TyIIEHKa. MIHOrja OH MpocTo Yyacamu crjes Bo3Jie OKHA C CUTapeTon
Y CMOTpEJI Ha YIIHULLY.

MeprtBelpl OpoanIv MO ceny MeIieHHO U OeccMbicieHHO. OMH MOT TIOJIAHS CTOSITh BO3JIE
3abopa, OyaTo 3a0bIB, Kya méEn. [Ipyroit MHOrIa NOSBIISUICS HA JOPOTe U MPOCTo Opén Brepén, map-
Kasi HOraMH 10 CHery. DTO BHIIVISAENO Jaxe He crpaiiHo. Ckopee nevasbHoO.
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— B#I B hunbMax ObLTM HAMHOTO SHEpPruvHee, — TUXO CKa3ai JIekco ofHax b, HaOoaas,
KaK MepTBELl B CTapOil 3UMHEN KypTKE YTKHYJICS B KAJIUTKY COCEHEr0 JoMa.

OH ycMmexHyJcs U 3aTsHyJcs curapeTtoil. CTpaHHO, HO BCSI 9Ta CUTYals He Ka3ajlach EMy YeM-
TO HEBO3MOXHBIM. B ero Mupe Bceraa cymecTBoBaiy (bHIbMbI M cepHaibl Ipo 30MOu. OH BBIPOC Ha
HuX. «Xoasuue MmepTeelibl». Ctapble Urpbl. PUabMbI IPO KOHELL CBETA.

Korga npyrue cMoTtpenu yxachl paam crpaxa, Jlekco Bcerga JIoBui ceOst Ha Jpyroi Micn. Emy
HpaBwiack cama armocdepa. [Tycreie ropona. Tummna. Mup 6e3 6eckoHeuHou crietku. Horna emg
10 KOHILIa CBETa OH AyMail: «Haeeproe, 6 maxom mupe mHe 0b110 Obl ne2ue OblUamby.

W teneps 312 MBICIB Myraja ero Oosnblie caMux MepTBeroB. [ToTomMy 4To OHa OKa3asach Mmpas-
noi. Jlekco He uyBcTBOBaJ ceOs1 repoeM. He uyBcTBOBaU manuku. OH mpocto agantupoBasics. Cuii-
KOM ObICTpO. BynTo BHYTpH Beeria ObUT TOTOB K TOMY, YTO OIHK/Ibl OOBIYHBIN MUP UCUE3HET.

ITo HOuam OH cuien Ha KyXHe Ipy CBeyax ¥ BCIIOMUHAJI CLIEHBI U3 cepualioB. Kak monu crponnu
Jarepsi, COMBAJIMCh B TPYIIIBl, yOUBaNIM Opyr Apyra 3a eay. M yem nombine Jlekco qyman o0 sToMm,
TEM CHJIbHEEe IOHMMAJT: MEPTBELIbl HUKOTa He ObLIH TJIaBHOW Mpo0OieMoit. JIioam — BOT 4ero CTomIIo
00 ThCS.

OH MezIeHHO IoCMOTpelT B OKHO. Ha pyroii ctopoHe yiuiisl Opél CTapik B PBaHOM MANIBTO.
Mennenno. Iar 3a marom. Korma-to Jlekco 3Han ero B jmno. Teneps BHYTpU 4elOBEKa NOYTH
HUYETO HE OCTAJIOCH.

— Ja yx — T1uxo npodopmotan oH. — [Toxoxe, anmoKaJIUICcuc BCE-TaKu CITyUUIICS.

W nouemy-To B 3TOT MOMEHT OH BIEPBBIE 32 A0JITOE€ BpPeMs I0UYBCTBOBAJ CTPAHHOE CIIOKOM-
CTBUE.

[Tpomuo eme HeckoabKO Heleab. 3MMa Hayala MeIJIEHHO yMUpaTh BMECTE C TUM MUPOM.
CHer BO3J1€ IOMOB ITIOTEMHEJ ¥ OCEJI, IPEBPATUBILKCH B MOKPYIO cepylo Kairy. JIHEM ¢ Kbl Karasa
BOJIa, a TI0 BEUYEpaM CeJI0 OKYThIBAJI CBIPOM XOJIOAHBIN TYyMaH.

Nuorpaa Jlekco OTKpbIBaJl OKHO Ha KYXHE U JOJITO ITPOCTO CTOs1I, OMUPAsICh PyKaMHU O TIOJOKOH-
HUK. Bo3ayx nmax MOKpo# 3eMJIEN, CTapbIM IEPEBOM U YEM-TO THUIOILIMM Iie-To Baiu. BecHa Beerna
naxJia xu3Hblo. Ho Terepp 3TOT 3amax cMelaicsi co cMepThio. M 0T 3TOro cTaHOBUJIOCH He TIO cede.

Bo iBOpe Betep JieHMBO Kayaul OelbeBYI0 BEPEBKY, OCTABIIYIOCS eIé ¢ mporioro roga. OHa
THXO CKpHIIeNa B TUIIMHE, OYITO JOM MBITAJICS pa3roBapuBarh cam ¢ co0oil. Cesio CTaHOBUIIOCH BCE
6onee mycTeiM. HekoTopble JoMa CTOsIM OTKPBHITHIME. [ Tie-To xJtonanu aepu. [ ie-To mo Houam BbuI
TOJIOZIHBIN MEC, KOTOPOTO Y€ HUKTO HE BBITYCKAJI.

Jlekco BcE pexke BUIEN KUBBIX JIIOAEW. A €ClIM U BUAET — OHU CTAPAIUCh HE CMOTPETh JAPYT
ApYry B I11a3a. ByaTo Kakaplid yke MOHUMAJT: CTapblil MUP 3aKOHYMJICS, @ HOBBIH €111€ HUKTO HE MOHSI.

MepTBelpl OpOAMIIH IO YIUIAM BCE TaK ke MeJJIeHHO 1 6eccMbicienHo. MHoraa Jlekco Hadmo-
JaJl 32 HUIMU U3 OKHa yacaMu. OZIMH CTapyK B TPA3HOM MaJIbTO MOYTH KaXIbIi A€Hb TPOXOANT MUMO
ero goma. Memienno. Illapkast Horamu. C onyieHHou rojoBoit. Korga-to on 3popoBasics ¢ Jlekco
BO3JIE MarasuHa. Tenepp BHYTPUA HETO OCTAJIOCH TOJIBKO IIYCTOE TEJIO, KOTOPOE BCE EIIE MOYEMY-TO
JIBUTAJIOCh.

Camoe cTparniHoe ObUIO B MX MEJITUTENILHOCTU. Ecii Obl OHM Oeraim, Kpudasu, ObLIH arpec-
CUBHBIMHM KaXIAYI0 CEKYHY — 9TO XOTA OBI Ka3aJI0Ch YEM-TO HEPCAJIbHBIM. Ho ouu OblIH TUXAMH.
[Toutn criokoviHbIMU. VI OT TOrO BHITIISIIENN €IIE CTpalHee.

DNEeKTPUUYECTBO OTKJIIOUMIIOCH MO3HO HOUBIO. Jlekco Toraa cuaen Ha KyxHe, 3aKyTaBIIUCh B
CTapyIo TOJICTOBKY, M €J1 XOJIOAHYIO TYIIEHKY NMPsIMO U3 OaHKH. JIaMmouka Ha/l CTOJIOM HECKOJIBKO pa3
murayia. Pa3z. Ipyroii. A motom oM pe3ko npoBaiwics B TeMHoTy. [lonHyio. Hacrosmyio.

Jlekco 3amep. Crajio Tak THUXO, YTO OH YCIIBIIIAJ, KaK IJIe-TO B CTEHAX CKPUIMT AepeBo. 3a
OKHOM MEJUIEHHO CTy4asld Karuld Tajoro cHera. OH HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ IPOCTO CUJEN B TEMHOTE,
TOKa I71a3a npuBblKayiv. [IoToM THXO ycMeXHyJIcs.

— Hy BOT u BCE, HaBepHOE.
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Ero ronoc npo3Byyasn HENpUBBIYHO TPOMKO. ByATO 10M yke OTBBIK CIIbIILIATh YEIOBEYECKYIO
peub. CBeun HaUIMCh B ctapoM Hikagy. Teneppb 1o Beuyepam KyXHsI OCBEILANACh TYCKJIbIM KEITHIM
CBETOM, OT KOTOPOTO CTEHBI Ka3aJTUCh elIé Oosiee MyCThIMHU.

Nuorpa Jlekco cuien Tak yacamu: cO CBEUOH, C CUTapeToi, cilyiast BeTep 3a okHoM. M yem
JOJIbILIE JITUJIAch 3Ta TULIMHA, TEM CUJIbHEE OH MIOHUMAJ CTPAaHHYIO Belllb. YacTb ero He cKkyuasna 1o
nponuton ku3Hu. He ckydana no padote, ropoay, IyMy, COLICETsIM, BEUHOM crierke. Byaro Bmecte
C LIMBWJIM3ALIMEN UCUE3JI0 YTO-TO, UYTO BCIO )KMU3Hb MEJIEHHO JyLIWIIO €r0 U3HYTPHU.

Ota MbIcib Tyraja. [IoToMy 4TO HOpMaJIbHBIN YeJIOBEK He JIOJKEH YyBCTBOBATh CIIOKOWCTBHE
B KOHIIE CBETa.

Boay oTkiiounim yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHed. YTpoM JIeKCO OTKpPbLT KpaH Ha KyXHe, HO TPyObI
TOJIBKO XPHILIO 3aCTOHANM IycTOTOW. OH JOJITO CMOTpEJT Ha PAKOBHHY, OyATO OKUJIAJI, YTO BOJIA BCE-
Taky noieT. [lorom MeasieHHO 3akpbul KpaH. U BriepBbie 3a BCE 9TO BpeMsl [TOYYBCTBOBAJI HACTO-
sl crpax. [Toka ObLIM CBET M BOJIa — MU €IlE Ka3aJicsl BpEMEHHO CJIOMaHHBIM. Terepp ke OH
BBIIVISIAET MEPTBBIM OKOHYATEJIBHO.

Jlexco Hauan coOuparth JOKAEBYIO BOLY B CTapble Belpa BO3JIE IoMa U TONMTh OCTATKHU CHEra B
KacTpiosie. JJoM MoCTeneHHO CTaHOBUIICA XoJofiHee U Ooliee uykuM. [1o Houam OH BCE yalre Mmpochl-
najicst OT crpaHHbix 3ByKoB. CkpunoB. I1laros 3a okHom. Jasi€kux ynapos.

OpHax bl HOUBIO KTO-TO JOJTO CTOSLT BO3Jie KaIWUTKU. JIekco cuien Ha 1oy B KOpUAope ¢
MOJIOTKOM B pyKax U IOYTH He Jpiiaj. Ho B utore ycipliias ToJIbKO MeJIEHHbIE yAAIAIOIMECs Iark.
Mepteen. Unu yenosek. Teneps 310 yxke ObUIO MOYTH OMUHAKOBO CTPAIITHO.

Ena 3akanunBasnace MeieHHO. CITMIIIKOM MeJJIEHHO, YTOOBI TAHUKOBATh. Y CIIMIIIKOM OBICTPO,
YTOOBI IPOJOJIKATh JeJIaTh BUII, OyATO BCE HOpMasibHO. Kaxaplil pa3 oTkpbiBasi mkad, Jlekco Bcé
Jomblie cMoTpest Ha osiku. Heckombko 6aHok Tyménku. Kpyna. Makaponsl. [TonoBruHa nauku cura-
per.

OH Havan ecth MeHblle. MHorAa crienmaibHo. ByaTo nbITasicst pacTsiHYTh OCTaTKM Oe30MacHOM
KM3HU elllé XO0Thb HeMHOro. Ho rosios mocTeneHHo CTaHOBUIICS CUJIbHEE CTpaxa.

B onno ytpo Jlekco mpocHyscs OT ypuaHHusi COOCTBEHHOTO kemynka. [JoM ObLT XOIOIHBIM.
3a OKHOM MOPOCHJI MEJIKMIA 10K b. OH MeJJIEHHO MPOIIENT Ha KyXHIO, OTKPbUI KA U HECKOJIBKO
CEeKyH[1 IpocTo crosu1 Monya. [Toutu mycro.

Toraa oH TMXO BBIIOXHYJI U ITPOBE JIAJIOHBIO TIO JIULLY.

— Hy 1a — npoGopMoTat OH XpUILTBIM TIOCJIEe CHa ToiocoM. — [1oxoske, MHTpOBepTCKast Bep-
CHSl alOKAJIUIICUCA 3aKOHYMIIACh.

OH naxe cam ycMmexHyscs 3toil ppaze. Ho BHYTpM yxke HauMHas A IIEBEIUTHCS TPEBOTra.
[Totomy uTo Tenepb MpUAETCS BBINTU HapyKy. [lo-HacToseMy.

Jlekco monomién k okHy. Ha nopore menyieHHo 6pén meptBell B rpsa3Hoi KypTke. Illar. ITay3a.
Emg mar. Meanennsiii. Tymnoi. [Tourn xankwmii. Jlekco goiaro Habmogan 3a HUM. A TIOTOM BJPYT
TIOHSLJT CTPAHHYIO Bellb: OH 00s1Icsl He MepTBelioB. OH 00suics KuBbIX. Tex, KTO Toke Hauas1 G0poThCs
3a efy, Booy M BbikuBaHMe. OH CIMIIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3HAJ JIIOAEH, YTOObl BEPUTh, OYATO KOHEI] CBETa
clieJlaeT UX JIydle.

Jlekco MensieHHO OTOHIEN OT OKHA M AocTan crapblid prok3ak. Ponapuk. Bepépka. Ilycras
oyTteuika. Hox. Crapeiii MOTOTOK U3 capast. OH pa3jiokuI BCE 3TO HA CTOJIE U HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I
cmotped. Byaro codupaicsi He Ha BbUIA3Ky, a Ky/1a-TO B IIPOLUTYIO KU3Hb.

— Tlocriou — THX0 MpodopmoTat oH. — 1 peasbHO COOMPAIOCh HA JTyTHHT.

Ha cexyHmy oH CHOBa MO4YyBCTBOBaJI ceOsl MOAPOCTKOM, KOTOPBI HOUaMU CMOTPEJT CepUaJIbl
PO KOHEIT CBETa ¥ MPECTABIISLI: «A 4To OBl ienan s17». Tenepb oTBET ObLT MPSMO Teper] HUM.

Jlekco MeneHHO HakMHY/ KypTKY. JJoM BCTpeTWs ero mpuBBIYHOM TUIIMHOW. M BApyr oH
TIOHS1T, YTO 32 TU HEeJIeJIM 3TO MECTO CTaJI0 €JMHCTBEHHBIM MECTOM B MHUPE, TJIe OH 4yBCTBOBAI ceOsI
crnokoiHo. [locieiHUM OCTPOBKOM CTapoil KU3HHU.
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OH poaro cTos BO3/e ABEPH, Ciyllas BeTep 3a okHoM. [lotom B3siics 3a pyuky. U BriepBbie
32 HECKOJIBKO HEJIEJIb BBIILIEN HAPYKY.

Vnuia BCTpeTiia ChIpoCThio U THINMHOW. He Toi 0OBIYHOM AepeBEeHCKOW TUIIMHOM, K KOTOPOM
OH TPUBBIK em€ B JeTcTBe. DT1a Obuta Apyro. Byaro mup He omycren — a ymep, ¥ Terepb MeJICHHO
pasnarajicsi IpsMO Yy Hero Ha rjia3ax.

KanuTka THXO CKpHITHYIa 32 CIMHOM. 3BYK MOKA3aJICS CIMIIIKOM I'POMKUM. JIekco cpa3y odep-
HYJICSI, OyATO KTO-TO MOT CTOSITh MpsiMO 3a HUM. Hukoro. Tombko Mokpas yiauia. Cepoe He6o. U
BETEp, JICHWBO TOHSIOIMI 110 JOPOre CTapble NAKEThl U JIUCTHSI.

OH MeJIeHHO BJIOXHYJ XOJIOHBIN BJIAXKHBIN BO31yX. [1axio chipoii 3eMI€id, THUIIBIM IEPEBOM
Y YEM-TO CJIaIKOBATO-MEPTBBIM Tjie-TO BaIu. OT 3TOro 3amaxa BHYTPY BCE HEMPUSATHO CKUMAJIOCh.
Jlexco 3acyHyn pyKH IIyOke B KapMaHbl KYpPTKM M MEJUIEHHO TOIIEN BAOJIb YauIbl. Kaxapi mar
OLIyIIAJICS CTPaHHO. ByITO OH BBIXOAWI HE MPOCTO U3 IOMA, a U3 MPOLUION KU3HU.

Canoru B34 B rpsasu. [ ne-to naneko ckpunen merani. MHorna Betep NprUHOCKI CTpaHHbIE
3BYKU: yIap ABEPH, JAJEKUI XPUIT, COOAUU JIaid, KOTOPBIN OBICTpO oOpbiBasics. Cesno OyaTo mpoao-
KaJIo )KUTh OCTATKAMU NAMSATH O JIOASIX.

[NepBeiit foM cTOsT Uepe3 mapy yyacTkoB. KamuTka Obiia oTKpbITa. Bo TBOpe Bassiyics neTcKkuii
BEJIOCUIIE]], HATIOJIOBUHY YTOHYBILIUH B IpsA3u. Jlekco 3ameasu mar. [loyemy-To IMEHHO Takue Bely
owmm cunbHee Bcero. He kpoBb. He Tpymbl. A olnyiieHue, 4To 4bsi-TO KU3Hb MPOCTO 000pBaIach
rocpeayr OOBIYHOTO JIHS.

OH nopHsuIcA Ha KpbUIbLO. [IOCKM TUXO CKPUITHYJIM IO HOramu. Pyka HECKOJIBKO CEeKyH[
Jiexasia Ha aBepHou pydke. CTpaHHO, HO ceiuac emy ObUTO HEJIOBKO 3aXOAUTh BHYTPb. Kak OyaTo oH
BTOPTraJICsl BO YTO-TO YYKO€ M JITYHOE. XOTs X0351€Ba TOTO JIOMa, CKOPEE BCETO, YKE JaBHO XOIUIN
rae-HUOY/Ib 10 YJIUIE C IMCTBIMU IJ1a3aMH.

— Ectb k10?.. — THXO cnpocui Jlekco. Ckopee aBTOMaTHUECKH.

Ortgerta He ObU10. TOJNBKO CTapble Yackl Ha CTeHe MPoAosIKamy TUKaTh. Tuk. Tuk. Tuk. OT 3TOTO
3ByKa BHYTPH CTaJIO IOYEMY-TO €IlIE€ TPEBOXKHEE.

JloM Tax mbUTBhIo, XOJIOIOM U 3aCTOSIBIIICHCS KU3HBI0. Ha KyxHe BCE ocTaioch Tak, OyATO JII0An
IIPOCTO BBIIIUIM Ha Mapy MUHYT: TPsi3HAs KPYKKa, HOX Ha CTOJIe, MOJIOTEHLIE BO3JIE PAKOBUHBIL. JIekco
MeJJIEHHO MPOBEN B3IJISII0M 0 KOMHaTe. M BIpyr noiiMan cedst Ha MBIC/IU: KOT/a-TO 3/1€Ch TOXKE KTO-
To nipocto kui. Ccopuiicsa. ['otoBun yxuH. CmoTpen cepuaibl Beuepom. JKanoBascs Ha paboty. A
Ternepb OCTAJIMCh TONbKO Belly. W ThimHa.

— XKyTKas XepHs1 — THXO MPOOOPMOTAT OH.

OH 6BICTpO HaYaJ1 COOMpPATh ey B PIOK3aK: KOHCEPBbI, KPYITy, Macjio, cnuiyku. Ho yem nosnbiie
HaXoJWJICs B JOME, TEM CUJIbHEE POCJIO CTPaHHOE YYBCTBO BUHBL. ByITO OH KOmasicsl B Uy:KOM KU3HMU.
XoTs rosiof ObICTPO HAIOMUHAJ: MOPAJIb 3aKOHYMJIACh BMECTE C LIMBIJTM3AIIEH.

Crenyonme noma Obutn emmg Xyxke. B omHOM BcE€ OKa3aoch NMEpeBEPHYTO BBEPX JHOM.
Bunumo, 31ech yxe K1o-To ObUT 10 Hero. Ha nony Basnsiiuch pa3outsie 6aHKu. OTKpBITHIE MIKA]BDL.
Criesbl TpsI3HBIX OOTUHOK. JIEKCO CTOSUT OCPEIH pasrpOMIICHHON KOMHATHI ¥ BAPYT YCMEXHYJICS.

— Hy KoHeuHO — Tuxo cka3an oH. — Jlioau Aaxe KOHell CBeTa yMYIpPUJINCh IIPEBPATUTh B
JPpaKy 32 KOHCEPBBI.

Ho yneiOka 6wicTpo ricuesna. [ToroMy 4To BHYyTpH CTaHOBUIIOCH BCE Tsikenee. Kaxaplii mycroi
JOM BBITJISIZIEN KaK HATIOMMHAHUE: MUPa, KOTOPbIN OH 3HaJI, OOJIbIIIe HET.

B tpetbem nome oH 3asiepkaics qosbiie. TaM BCE BHIMISIIENO CUIIKOM OObIYHbIM. Ha muBane
nexan 1ien. Ha KyxHe crosia HeponuTas Kpyxkka Koge. Ha XononuipHMKe BHUCENU cTapble mar-
HUTHL. JIeKCO Me/IJIeHHO TIPOBEN MaIbIIaMU IO CTOJTY, COOMpast MblIb. M BHE3aITHO BCIIOMHUJI CBOIO
npomutyio xu3Hb. Ty kBaptupy. Hounsle pasroBopsl. Uyxoi cmex. OmymieHue, OyaTo y Hero Hako-
HEILI-TO NOSIBUJICA JJOM. A MOTOM BCE 3TO McUe3o. Tak e TUXO, KaK celyac ucue3 3TOT MUp.

OH MeJIEeHHO OIYCTWIICS B KPECJIO BO3JIE OKHA M YCTAJIO 3aKPbLI JIMLIO PYKAMHU.
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— Jla 4to co MHOU He Tak BooOIe — mpodopmorai Jlekco. — [louemy MHe Bcerna jierde
Cpeay pyvH, YeM Cpeld HOPMaJIbHOM KU3HU?..

3a OKHOM KayaJmch rojible JepeBbs. TuimHa qaBuia Bc€ cuibHee. Jlekco pe3ko Berai. Henb3s
ObLI0 paccnadnaThess. OH 3aKUHYJ PIOK3aK Ha IJIeYO U BBIIIEIT HA YIHILY.

Hauunano temuers. Cepoe HeOO MeJIEHHO YXOIWJIO B TYCTOM CHMHUH 1BeT. Mexay aoMaMu
pacron3aicsi XolIOoJHbI Be4epHUil TymaH. Jlekco yckopui mar. VIMeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH BIIEp-
BbIE TI0-HACTOSIIIEMY ITOYYBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 ofMHOKUM. He «ogHOMY». A mMeHHO oguHOKUM. ByaTo oH
OCTaJICSl TIOCJEJHUM HOPMAJIbHBIM YEJIOBEKOM B 9TOM MMPpE.

[Mapkatomuii 3ByK 1mo3aay pasfajics BHe3anHo. MenieHabid. HepoBHbiid. Cauikom O113KO.
Jlexco pe3ko obepHyJICs.

Meprtsen crosu1 npsAMo nocpeau Joporu. MysxkuuHa jet copoka. Pasopannas meka. Cepast
Koka. MyTHbIE IJ1a3a, B KOTOPbIX Y€ HUYero He ocrajiocb. OH MeieHHo aBurascs Boepén. Illar.
[Mayza. Iar. N 30 BHIIMIsAAENO cTpariHee Jodoro Gera. [Toromy uro mMeprBel] BooOIIe He COMHe-
Basicst. OH npocTo 1miEn. ByaTo 3Han: paHO WM MO3IHO BCE KUBBIE YCTAHYT.

Jlekco mouyyBCTBOBaJI, Kak cepiile pe3ko yaapuio B rpyab. Bee dubmbl. Bee cepuansl. Bee
(paHTa3MM PO ANOKAIMIICUC — BCE ITO MOMEHTAJIBHO pacchinayiocs. [IoToMy 4TO B peasbHOCTH OT
MEpPTBEIOB KYTKO BOHsI0. [Hub0. Msicom. Mokpoi 3emiiéit. M 3ToT 3amax ObLT HACTOSIIIIUM.

Jlexco HEeBOJILHO cienas miar Ha3ajl. MepTBell TUXO 3axpurien. A IoToM IBUHYIICS ObicTpee. He
owicTpo. Ho mocratouno, uto6sl BHYTpH JIEKCO HAKOHEI! TPOCHYJICS HACTOSIIUI KUBOTHBIA CTPaXx.

— Bt 6159Th — BBIIOXHYJI OH M pE3KO COpBaJICs C MeCTa.

On no6exan. [No-Hacrosimemy. He kak repoit u3 cepuasioB. He kak KpyToii BIKMBIIMA. A Kak
OOBIYHBIN MeperTyraHHbIi YeoBeK. Piok3ak 6un no crnimHe. Horu ckonmb3umu B rpsi3u. Bosmyxa pesko
nepecrayio xeararb. [lo3agu cisimanock mapkanse. [lorom eme onno. U eme.

Jlekco pe3ko oOepHyJcs Ha Oery — ¥ BHYTpH BCE moxosofesio. Ha 1mym Havaam BHIXOOUTH
apyrue. 13 neopos. U3 nepeynkos. M3 TeMHOTH Mexay noMoB. MeyienHo. Ho ux cranoBuioch
OorblIIe.

— TBow MaTh

OH enBa He TMOCKOJBb3HYJICSA BO3JIE CBOETO ABOPA, AEPHYJ KATUTKY W OYKBaJbHO BBAJIMJICS
BHYTPb, 3aXJIONHYB e€ 3a coOoi. Cepaiie KOMOTUIOCh TaK CUJIBHO, YTO Mepell I71a3aMHu TEMHENO.
Jlexco TsKeIo AbIIIAJI, COTHYBIIHCH BO3JI€ KPbLIbLiA. A morom IIOAHAJ B3IJIAL.

3a 3a60poM yke cTosi1 nepBbiii MepTBell. [Torom Bropoi. [Totom emE. OHM MeasIeHHO cOOu-
pajvch BO3Jie JBOPa, OYATO TSHYJIMCH K IIIyMY M 3alaxy )KMBOTO 4yeJloBeKa. JlepeBsiHHBIN 300D TUXO
3aCKpUIIEN 0] MX BECOM. JIeKCO MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KAK BHYTPH BCE ME/IJICHHO HAUMHAET [IPOBAJIMBATHCS
B XOJIOOHYIO IIAHUKY.

OH cMOTpes Ha HUX ¥ BIEPBbIE MOHSLT: IOM OOJbIle HE 3aIUIIAET ero. ITO MPOCTO CTapbIi
JEpEeBSHHBINA TOM. A CHapyXu — yxke Apyroi Mup. MepTBelbl MPOI0JKaIM HABAIMBATHCS Ha 3200p.
Hocku ckpunenu Bceé rpomye. OiHa U3 HUX TpecHya. JIekco MeJIeHHO cienall mar Ha3aj,.

— Her Her, HeT — THXO MPOOOPMOTAT OH, UyBCTBYs, KaK JIPOKAT PYKH.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT OH BAPYT OCOOEHHO OCTPO IMOHSLT O/IHY CTPAIITHYIO BEIllb: JI0 3TOTO THS KOHEI]
cBeTa ObLT JIIs1 Hero yeM-To jaanekum. [lourn armocdepoit. Teneps ke cMepTh CTOsIa TIPSIMO Y €ro
aBopa.

Jlekco crosin y okHa, crapasich Abliath Tvie. CHapyXy CHOBa pa3falics ITTyXOM TPECK JIepeBa.
3ab0p MeIEHHO CAABAJICS TMOJ1 BeCOM MepTBelloB. OHM MPOIOKAIM JABUTH HA HETO 0€3 OCTAaHOBKHU:
TYNO, MeJIJIEHHO, MOHOTOHHO. ByIITO BOJTHBI, KOTOPbIE PAaHO WJIM TO3/IHO BCE PABHO JIOMAIOT Oeper.

Cgeua Ha cTosie Jpokasa OT CKBO3HsIKA. E€ caOblii CBET e/1Ba 10CTaBa JI0 yIJIOB KOMHATHI, 1
JOM Ka3aJICsl KAKUM-TO YyKHM M TeCHbIM. JIEKCO OCTOPOKHO BBIIVISIHYJI Yepe3 Kpail 3aHaBecKu. 3a
3a00pOM yXke MouTH He ObLI0 BUAHO Aoporu. Tosbko cepbie (purypsl. OHU TONKAKCH APYT B APYra,
XPUIENH, UETUISIIUCh pyKamH 3a Aocku. OIMH MepTBell YTKHYJICS JIULOM B IEPEBO U MPOCTO CTOSLI
Tak, OyaTo 3a0bIB, 3aueM npuinén. Ho octanbHbIe MPOIoKaii JaBUTh.
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Tpeck. EmE onnHa gocka rnporayjiachk BHyTpb. JIekco MalmHaIbHO cesait mar Hazaa. Cepuue
HETIPUSTHO OWJIOCH TIe-TO B TOpIIe.

— BsTh CIOKOIHO — THXO BBIIOXHYJT OH.

OH npoBEN J1aIOHSMU 110 JIMITY U 3aCTaBWII ceOsl OTOMTU OT okHa. [laHuKa mozctynana Boj-
Hamu. He pe3kas. Taryuas. Takas, oT KOTOpOil BHYyTpY HAUMHAET XOJIOETh BCE TeJo. JIekco xonui
M0 KOMHATe TyJa-Clo[ia, NbITAsICh 3aCTABUTh TOJIOBY pab0TaTh HOPMAJILHO.

— Tak nagHo — GopMoTasl oH cebe mojx Hoc. — Eciam oHM TposioMAT 3a00p, TIOTOM JIBOP
[OTOM JIOM 3HAYMT, BaJIUTh HAJIO cenyac.

OH ocTaHOBWJICS TIOCpEeX KOMHATHI M BAPYT TMOHSLI, HACKOJIBKO BOKPYT THXO. TOJbKO CKpUI
nepesa c ymuipl. Tonbsko Betep. Tompko coOcTBEHHOE AbIxaHue. Mup OyATo Cy3mICs O 3TOro JoMa
Y HECKOJIBKMX METPOB 3a00pa CHAapYyKH.

Jlexco ObICTpO T0CTaN CTaphlil prok3ak. [layblisl caerka apoxaniu, moKa OH 3aCOBBIBAJI BHYTPb
Belmy: (pOHAPHK, HOK, 3KUTAJIKy, BEPEBKY, KOHCEPBbI, OYThUIKY BOABl. [I0TOM HEMHOrO mogymal
Y BHITALWI U3 KJIAJOBKU CTapblid Ope3eHT. TsKENblil, BIAXHBIA OT CHIPOCTH, MAaXHYIIUN MbUTBIO 1
capaeM. OH CBEpHYJI €r0 U NIPUBS3aAJ CBEPXY K PIOK3aKy.

B ronose kpytuimch 0OpsiBkH Mbiciiel. Kyna untu? B nec? B ropon? Uckars moneii? 36eratb
mozei? TocnenHsist MbICTL IOYEMY-TO Ka3ajach caMO MTPaBUJIBHOM.

Jlexkco nofomen Kk KyxHe ¥ MalMHaiabHO OTKpbUI HiKad. [Toutu mycro. OH cMoTpen Ha MoKu
HECKOJIbKO CeKyH]I, OYITO TOJBKO ceiuac 0 KOHIIA TMOHsI: HUKAKOW HOPMAaJIbHOW KU3HH YKe He
oynet. He Oyner cera o Beuepam. He Oynetr oObryHbIX qHEW. He OymeT omyieHus, 9to 3aBTpa Bcé
CHOBA CTaHET NPUBBIYHBIM.

— Hy BOT 11 BCE — THXO CKasaJl OH.

C ynuiisl JoHECCss 0cOOEHHO TPOMKHMIA TpecK. JIekco pe3ko nmoBepHy: royioBy. OHa U3 JOCOK
cJIoMaJiach OKOHUYATeIbHO. Mesk /1y HUMU MoKa3asiach cepas pyka. Memierno. [I¢prano. [Tanbliisl Oec-
CMBICJIEHHO CKpeOJn BO3IyX.

Jlexco 3actpul. B (punbMax Takue crieHbl Bcerja BRI KPyTo. B j)KU3HM XOTEI0Ch TOJBKO
OJIHOTO — YTOOBI ITOTO HE MPOUCXOAUIIO ¢ TOOOH. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK BHYTPU BCE HETIPUSITHO
ckanoch. Ctpax ObUI yXe He rae-To Ha ¢poHe. Tenepb OH CTOSIT MPSIMO 32 OKHOM.

Jlekco OBICTPO HATAHYJ KYPTKY M 3aKMHYJ pIOK3ak Ha tuiedo. Tsokémeiii. HeymoOnsnii. Ho
MOYEMY-TO UIMEHHO 3TOT BEC HEMHOTO BO3BpAIlaJl OIIyIIEHHE peabHOCTH. ByaTo rnoka y teds ecTb
PIOK3aK 32 CITMHOM U 3a/jaua «BBUKHUTH JIO 3aBTPa» — ThI €IE MPOAOJIKACIIb IBUTATHCS.

OH ocTaHOBWJICS TOCPEAN KOMHATHI. B3riisiq MeiieHHO poekascs 1o JoMy: He3acTeJIeHHasI
KpOBaTh, KPyXKKa Ha CTOJIe, HEIOKypEeHHas rayka curaper Bosie cBeur. OOprunble Bemmu. Ho ceftuac
OHH BBIIVISIZIENN TaK, OyATO MPUHAAJICKATN yKe He My, a KOMY-TO U3 MPOILION KU3HHU.

Tpeck. Ha atoT pa3 3a60p KayHysics 1IeMKOM. JIEKCO B3APOTHYI M Kpermde CKajl JISIMKY PIOK-
3aKa.

— JlaiHO — TUXO CKa3aJl OH, TSIKEJIO BbIbIXasi. — TOJIbKO HE CIIOXHU B MEPBBII ke CHb.

OH cam HepBHO ycMeXxHYJICSl OT 3Toi (ppa3bl. [ToToM mojomien K 3aaHel ABEpU A0Ma U Mell-
JIeHHO B3suIcs 3a pyuky. CHapyxu Obuto TemMHO. Chipo. Xonmomno. M abcomoTHO HensBecTHO. Ho
OCTaBaThCsl 3/1eCh OBUIO yKe Helb3l.

Jlexco Opocun MocaeaHUI B3I B CTOPOHY Tpemianiero 3a0opa, OTKPbUT ABEPh U IIarHy.I
HapyKy.

Jlekco MeJIeHHO OTKPBUI 33/IHIOI0 BEPb. XOJIOAHBIN BIaXKHBINA BO3IYX Cpa3y yIapui B JIUIIO.
Bo nBope 6bu10 TeMHO. TONBKO TYCKJIBIN CBET JIyHbI MECTAMU JIOKHUJICSI HA MOKPYIO 3€MJTIO M CTaphle
JOCKU capasl.

C ynuubl Briepenn BeE eme NOHOCHICS Tpeck 3a0opa. MepTBelbl MPOIOIKAIU JIOMUTBCS
BHYTpb. JIeKCO crapascsi He Jymarh O TOM, YTO Oy/IeT C IOMOM 4Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT. OH THXO
3aKpbUI 32 cOO0M IBepb 1 3amep. Cepaiie KOMOTHIIOCh TaK TPOMKO, UTO €My Ka3aJI0Ch — €T CJIBIITHO
Ha BCE ceJIo.
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Bertep mieBeni rosisie BETKH sI0I0HU BO3JIe capasi. [71e-To coBceM psiIoM MOCIBIIIANCS X PHUIIL.
Jlexco pe3ko noeepHy. rosioBy. Hukoro. Tonbko TeMHOTA.

— CnoKOMHO — e/1Ba CJIBIIIHO BBIJIOXHYJI OH.

OH Me[JIEHHO JABUHYJICS Yepe3 IBOpP, CTapasich HACTYNATh KaK MOKHO THile. Caroru Bs3au B
MOKPpOH 3emJie. PIoKk3ak HENpUsTHO TSAHYJI Tuiedd. Kax/iplil 3ByK Ka3ajcs CIUIIKOM IPOMKHUM: CKPHII
KYPTKH, XPYCT I'PSI3M MOJ] HOTaMU, COOCTBEHHOE JIbIXaHUE.

Koraa on nomeén 1o qanbHero KoHIa yJacTka, 3a00p BHepean MoKa3ajcs HEOKUIAHHO BBICO-
kuM. Panbire Jlekco Obl qake He 3aaymaics. Terneps ke pyKd APOXKaaM OT agpeHaIMHA W YCTaJIO-
ctu. OH OBICTPO MEPEeKUHYJT PIOK3aK Yepe3 BEPXHIO JOCKY, YXBATWIICS pyKaMH M Havyasl riepesie3arh.
Crapoe nepeBo CKpUITHYIO 1of] BecoM Tesia. Ha cekyHay oH 3amep. TuimHa.

[Torom rae-To criepean CHOBA pa3gayloch JaJIEKOe apKaHbe. JIeKco pe3ko nepeBanuics yepes
3a00p U TSDKEJIO yNal B MOKPYIO TpaBy MO JPYyryio CTOpoHy. HeckoslbKo CeKyH[ OH MPOCTO Jiexkal,
IBITAsICb BOCCTAHOBUTH JIbIXaHUE. XOJI0[ MEIJIEHHO MPONUThIBaI KypTKy. Han ronoBoii kayaiuch
YEPHBIC BETKU JCPEBBEB.

A Bnepenu nexana apyras ynaua. Tuxas. [Tycras. Cocem uyxkas.

Jlexco MemyieHHO moaHsics. Terepps ero J0M OCTajics MO Ty CTOPOHY 3a00pOB M TEMHOTHI.
CrpaHHO, HO OH Jla)ke He MOYYBCTBOBAJ IpycTu. ToONbKO ycTanocTs. ByaTto BHyTpu yke NpocTo He
OCTAJIOCh CUJI AEPKAThCS 3a MPOILUIOE.

OH HaTSHYJI KaIioIoH U OCTOpoxHO norien Brepen. K necy. Tyna, rae 3a gepeBbsiMu Ipoxo-
IWJia Tpacca, Bedylas B ropof.

Muip BOKpYT BHIIIsIIeNl MEPTBBIM. B OKHax 1oMoB He OblIo cBeta. Ha mopore crosim GporeH-
Hble MallvHbl. Betep Tackan no acganibTy crapylo ra3ery, Koropas TUXO lnypliaia B TeMHoTe. MHo-
raa JIekco Kas3anock, 4To OH UIET 0 IEKOpaLUsM MOCJIe KOHIA YeoBeuecTBa. byaro moau ncuyesnmu
CJIMIIIKOM OBICTPO, @ MUP €IlIE He YCIes 9TO OCO3HATb.

OH crapaJscs UITH aKKypaTHO, IOCTOSTHHO NPUCTyIMBasAch. Kaxaplil cuitysT Tenepp Ka3ajics
onacHbIM. Kask/1p1il 3ByK 3acTapisi Hanpsiratbest. Ho Xyske Bcero Obuta He THUIIMHA. A COOCTBEHHbIE
MBICITH.

— Hy Bort u BcE, JIekco — THX0 mpoOOpMOTaT OH, He TIOIHUMAs IJ1a3 OT Joporu. — Ternepb
OO0 HAYYHUIIIBCS KHUTh B 3TOM MUPE JTMOO CIOXHEIIb T/ie-HUOYIb B KaHaBE.

OH ycmexnysicsi. HepeHo. Ycrano. A motom BAPYT MOHSLI, YTO BIIEPBbHIE 32 OUEHb JOJITOE BpEMs
JeVCTBUTEIHHO YYBCTBYET ceOsl JKUBBIM.

Bniepenu yxe temneH jec. YépHeiii. Mokpsiil. beckoHeuHO Tuxuil. JIekco OCTaHOBWIICS Ha
HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I, IVIs151 Ha Hero. M mouemMy-To UIMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT MY CTaJIO IIO-HACTOSAIIEMY
crpawHo. [Toromy uTO 1Opora Ha3aj yxe ucyesna.
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I'raBa 2. HoBas :KM3HbL

Jlec Bcrpermi Jlekco BiaxHoM TuiyHOM. He nmonnon — xuBou. I'ne-To ckpunenn nepesbs.
Kanana Boga. Betep MeJieHHO 111eBen rosible BETKU Hajl ros10Boi. [locsie MépTBoro 6e33Byuns cena
9TH 3BYKH Ka3aJIUCh MOYTH HENPUBBIYHBIMU.OH OCTOPOXHO IIEN MEXAY JEPEBbSMH, CTapasCh HE
HACTynaTh Ha CyXUe BETKU. 3eMJIs M0/l HoraMu Obljla MOKPOM M PBIXJIOH MOcJIe Taolero cHera. MiHo-
r71a GOTUHKH ITPOBATIMBAIIUCH B TPSI3b ITOYTH TI0 IUKOJIOTKY. PIoK3ak HenpuATHO TsAHYI rutedn.JIekco
TSDKEJIO BBIJIOXHYJI M Ha CEKYHJly OCTaHOBWJICA. I ie-To naneko, 3a jecom, npoxoguia tpacca. Tyna
oH u 1en. Cam He noHMMas 3a4eM. MOXKeT, MOTOMY YTO CUAETbh Ha MecTe OOJbllie HE MOTy4aloch.
MoxeT, MOTOMY 4TO YeJIOBEKY BCerja Kaxercsi, OyATO BIEpeIu ecTb 4YTo-To Jyuiie. XoTs Jlekco
BCIO KU3Hb yOexancs B 0OpatHoM.OH Me[UIeHHO IBUHYJICS Jajbine. TeMHOTa MeXLy JepeBbsIMU
Kazasach I'yCTOH U ITyOOoKo#. MHorma eMy HauMHaIo MepenuThCs JBIKEHNE COOKY, U TOT/Ia Cepatie
HeINpUATHO cxkumMasiock. Ho 1o Obl1 TONIBKO Betep. Win yixe Het. Jlekco caM He 3aMeTHJ1, Kak Havall
TIOCTOSTHHO orisiapiBaThes. Terepb Mo3r padoran nHave. JIio6oi 3Byk — omacHocTb. JIioboe aBuke-
HUe — ornacHocTh. JIloboe yenoBek — ckopee BCero, Toxke onacHocTb. OcobeHHO moau.— 3a0aBHO
— THX0 MpodopMoTal oH cebe no Hoc. — KoHell cBeTa ciyumsicst BCero Mecsii| Ha3aj, a s yxke
AyMalo Kak Kakoi-To mapaHouk.OH ycMmexHyscsa. Ho kak-To 6e3 pagocti.YUepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT
BIIEPEIN MEXY I€PEBbMU HAKOHEL NosiBUIachk Tpacca. [llupokas. I[Tycras. Cepas. Jlekco MenieHHO
BBIILIEJT U3 JIeCa U OCTAHOBWJICS Ha 000UYMHE.MalllHbl CTOsUIM psAAMO nocpeau Jjoporu. HekoTtopsie
ObUTM OPOILIEHBI C OTKPHITHIMU IBepsAMU. HeKoTOphle CTONKHY/IMCH APYT ¢ APYroM. Y oqHOM (pypsl
ObL1a MOJTHOCTBIO pa3OuTa KabuHa. Beé BIrsAAeno Tak, OyaTo JIOAU NbITAIUCh YOeKaTh CIUIIKOM
1o31H0. BeTep MenieHHo rynsut Mex 1y MalumHamu. ['1e-To Tuxo Xjonana He3akpbiTas ABepb. Jlekco
MeJJIEHHO TMOIIEN BAOb Tpacchl. MHorma 3arsaapBan BHYTpb aBToMoOmieit. Tenedonsl. Onexna.
[MycTbie OyThUTKHM. JleTCKHME WIPYIIKM Ha 3aJHUX CUJeHbsIX. OObIYHAS KU3Hb, 3aMeplasl TIOCPean
naHuku.OH OCTaHOBWJICA BO3JIE CTAporo cepaHa. Ha BonuTenbckoM CHIEHBE BCE €IIE Jiekala KeH-
CKas cyMKa. JIekco HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ CMOTpesl Ha He€ vepe3 crekso. Ilotom orsén B3raa.Ilo-
YEMYy-TO MMEHHO TaKue BellW JaBwiu cuibHee Bcero. He kposb. He meprsensl. A omnylieHue,
YTO emI€ COBCEM HEeIAaBHO JIIOOM 37ECh MPOCTO eXaiu Mo cBouM jaenaM. Kto-to Ha padory. Kro-To
aomon. K1o-1o k cembe. M HUKTO U3 HUX HE 3HAJ, YTO IIPUBBIYHBIM MUP 3aKOHUMTCS 3a HECKOJIBKO
nHeil.JIekco MeasIeHHO cell Ha XOJIOJHbIN OTOOMHUK BO3JIE JOPOrH U I0CTasl curapeTy. Pyku B emg
cJIerka JIposkaiiu rnocie nooera u3 gjoma. OH 3aKkyprJ1 ¥ I0JIro cMoTpe Briepén. Tpacca yxonuiia Kyaa-
TO 32 ropu3oHT. [lycras. beamonBHas. byaro 6eckoneunas.— Hy u kyaa Tel UAEHIB ?.. — TUXO CIPO-
cut oH caM ceOs1.0TBeTa He Obu10. la OH 1 He kpaait. JIekco HUKOrga He yMell CTPOUTH TUIaHbI Iake B
HOPMaJIbHOM KM3HH. A Tenepb OT Hero OyATo BHE3aIHO TpeOOBAIOCh MOHSATH, KaK KUTh IOCIIE KOHLA
ceera.OH YCMEXHYJICA Y BBITYCTWII IbIM B XOJIOIHBIM BO3/1yX.— BCI0 )KM3Hb HU YepTa He MOHMMAJ,
YTO JeJaTh Aajbine — mpodopmortan oH. — [lodemy ceifuac JOMKHO ObITh MHA4Ye?BBUTO yXke Tiry-
OOKO 3a MOJTHOYb. JIeKco LIEN BAOJb Tpacchl OYTH Ha aBTomare. Horu rynenu ot ycranocru. [Tneun
JIOMUJIO OT TSIKENOrO PIOK3aKa. XOJIOJHbINA BETEp MOCTENEHHO MPOOUpaJICs MO KYPTKY, a BJIaXKHBIN
BO3/yX IaX MOKPBIM ac(haJbTOM U ChIpoy 3eMJIEN. Tpacca HOYBIO BBIIVISZIENA COBCEM MHave. [THEM
OpOILIEHHbIE MalllMHbI Ka3aJiCh MPOCTO CllelaMU NMaHUKU. Ternepp ke OHM CTOSUIM KaK OrpOMHbIE
TEMHBIE CHITY3TBI, Cpei KOTOPBIX MOCTOSTHHO YyAMIoch OBikenue. Muorna Jlekco pe3ko obopadu-
BJICSI Ha OOBIYHBIN CKPHIT METAJUIA WJIHM IIyM BeTpa. HepBbl ocTeneHHoO HauMHAIM caaBath.— [la
YCTIOKOMCA Thl — TUXO MPOOOPMOTaJI OH cede 1MoJ, Hoc. — To npocto MakHbel. Ho Tesno yxe xkuo
OTIEJIbHO OT MbIcier. Kax bl 3ByK 3acTaBiisll HanpsAratbes. Kaxkaas TeHp Kazanach onacHou.JIekco
OCTAHOBHJICSI BO3JIE CTApOro BHEJOPOKHMKA. OH HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/] CMOTpEJT Ha MaIlHy, OyTO pH-
KMJIbIBasA, MOXKHO JIM € JoBepAThb. [ynasa meiciabs. Ho teneps Bech Mup cran takum. IloctossHHO
OLIEHMBaellb: OE30MACHO WM HET, KMBOW WM MEPTBBIH, IIYMHO MM TUX0.OH OCTOPOXHO TMOTSHY.T
pyuky asepu. Tuxuid memrqok. Jlekco cpady 3amep u npuciaymancs. Tummza. Tossko BeTep ryssi
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Mesxay MammHamu. OH MeIeHHO 3ariisiHys BHYTpb. [lycro. Cunenbs Obutn cyxumu. [IBepb 3aKphbl-
Basiach HopMmasbHO. CTéKIIa 1enble. Ha 3aqHem cueHbe Basisiiach JeTcKasi KypTKa v mycTasi OyThUIKa
BoIbl. B canoHe BcE eni€ aepxkaincs cnalblil 3amax AEMEBOr0 apomMaTu3aTtopa W crapod TKanu. U
MOYEMY-TO UMEHHO 3TOT OOBIUHBIN 3aax yAapui CHIbHee Bcero. bynro mammHa Beg enié moMHuIa
JIONIeH, KOTOPBIE €XaJIM 3/1eCh [0 TOrO, KaK MUP pa3Bajiuics.JIekco MeyIeHHO 3aj1e3 BHYTpb U Cpa3y
3aKkpbL1 1Bepb. Leryok 3aMKa mpo3Byyas HEOKHUIAAHHO CIIOKOWMHO. BriepBbie 3a o/iroe BpeMst Mex 1y
HUM W BHCIIHUM MHPOM CHOBAa IMOABUWJIACH XOTh KaKad-TO I'paHHLA. OH TaX%eNo BBIJOXHYJI 1 OTKU-
HYJICSl Ha cujieHbe. Teslo HakoHell Hayallo 4yBCTBOBATh YCTAJIOCTh MO-HacTosAueMy. Pyku apoxani.
Horu rynemu. I'maza HenpusiTHO k1710 OT HanpsikeHus. Heckonbko cexkyHp Jlekco mpocrto cunen B
nosHoi TeMHoTe. CHapyXu BeTep MHOIJa CJieTKa IMOoKauMBajl MalluHy. [ ie-1o ganeko Merajuiye-
CKasi IBepb yAapsuIach O KOPITYC aBTOMOOMJISL: JISI3T May3a CHoBa Jisi3r OT 9TOro 3ByKa CTAHOBUIIOCH HE
o ce6e.OH nocran (poHapuK, HO BKJTIOUaTh He ctail. [loyeMy-To cBET Terepb Ka3ajcs YeM-TO Orac-
HbIM. ByITO BMECTE CO CBETOM ThI Cpa3y roBOpUIIb MUPY: « 31ech».JIekco MEIJIEHHO CON3 HUKE
T0 CHJICHBIO U MOJIOKIIT KYPTKY TIoJ1 rosioBy. CriaTh He XOTesnoch. XOTs TeJIo yxke OyKBaJIbHO OTKJTIO-
4asock. Mo3r BCE elg He MOr NMPUHATH Ipoucxonsuiee. EME coBceM HEIaBHO OH JiekKal HOYbIO B
CBOEH KOMHATe M AyMall O TOM, KaK pa3BajMBaeTCs €ro ;ku3Hb. Ternepp OH craj B 4ykOil MalliHe
MOCPEaM IyCTOM TPacChl BO BpeMs KoHLa cBeTa. M camoe cTpaHHOe — 3TO yKe He Ka3ajaoCch HEBO3-
MOKHBIM.JIEKCO cMOTpesT B U€pHOE OKHO, TJI€ €/1Ba OTPaXaaoch ero Juiio. Ycrasiiee. OcyHyBIeecs.
Uyxoe.— Hy 1 BO 4TO MBI ¢ TOOOM MPEeBpPaTHIIUCh?.. — THXO MpodopmoTai oH.OTBeTa He ObUIO.
Tonbko HOub. beckoHeuHast, Xoo1Has U CMIIKOM TuXasi.JIekco MeaJIeHHO 3aKpbll [J1a3a. A rae-To
JAJIEKO BO ThME CHOBA Pa3JaJiCsl MPOTSKHBIA METAINIMUECKUH JIS3T. YTPO MPUILIIO MEJIEHHO. JIekco
MIPOCHYJICSI HE cpasy, OyATO JIONro He MOT TMOHSTh, r1e HaxoguTcsl. HecKOMbKO CeKyHI OH MPOCTO
JIeKaJl ¢ 3aKPbITBIMU IV1a3aMU, CiIyllasi TUIIMHY BOKpYT. IToTom mamsTh pe3ko BepHynach. Tpacca.
Maimuna. Konery ceeta.OH MeisieHHO OTKpbLUT m1a3a. CTEKJIA BHEIOPOKHUKA 3aroTe I U3HYTpU. 3a
OKHOM Yke ObLJIO CBETJIO, XOT$I COJTHIIA TOYTH He ObLIO BUHO 32 CEPhIMH OOIaKamMu. JIEKCO HECKOIBKO
CEKYH/ ITIPOCTO CHUJEJ HEMTOABUKHO, NpucaymmBasacs. Huuero. Hu maros. Hu xpunos. Hu crykos
1o crekty. Tosbko BeTep.OH Tskelo BhIOXHYI.— Hy X0Th HOUBIO He coxpau yxe Hersioxo.l onoc
rocJie CHa ObUT XpUTUIBIM U TUXUM. TeJI0 HbUIO TaK, OYITO OH CIaJl He B MaIllMHe, a Ha KaMHsX. [les
3areksia. CrivHa 6onena. Horu HerpusTHO ryzienu rocie BYepaiiHero rnepexona.JIekco MeayieHHo ce
POBHEe U MOTEP JIMIIO JIAJOHAMHU. 32 HOUb BHYTPHU MAIIIMHBI CTAJIO XOJIOAHO. Bo3ayx ObUT BIaXHBIM
1 Tsk€E1pIM.OH AOCTaN PIOK3aK M IOCTaBUJI €70 Ha KOJIeHW. MOJTHMS ITPO3BYyYasia CJIMIIKOM 'POMKO B
yTpeHHel TuimHe. JIekco Havam MeIeHHO repeOupaTh CoIepKiMoe: 1Be OaHKH KOHCEPBOB, MOJI0-
BUHA TMOTyTOPATMTPOBOM OyTBUIKM BOIBI, HOX, BepEBKa, (poHApHK, Ope3eHT, 3akuraika. M Bce.On
HECKOJIbKO CEKYHJ] CMOTpeJ Ha efly. Kak ObICTpO YesloBeK HauMHAET U3MEPSITh CBOIO XKU3Hb OaHKaMU
KOHCepBOB. EmIE mecsIl Ha3ag OH MOT HOYBIO 3aKa3aTh JIOCTABKY MPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO OBUIO JIEHb
roTOBHTh. Terneps ABe OAaHKU e/Ibl BHINJIAICTN KaK YTO-TO BaXXHOE.JIEKCO 3aKphLT PIOK3aK M TSIKEJIO
BBIIOXHYL.— [Jla-a — mpoGopmoTtan oH. — TakuMu Temrnamu 51 CKOpO HauHy pajgoBaThCsl CyXapsiMm
Kak cokpoBwiily.OH OCTOPOXKHO BBHIIJISIHYJI B OKHO. Tpacca Bc€ Tak ke crosuia mycrou. Cepoe yTpo
JeJIaJI0 BCE BOKPYTI KAKMM-TO BBILBETIIMM U MEPTBBIM. Mammnsl. Jlec. Jopora. Byaro mup nocre-
TMIEHHO TepsUT KPacKU BMeCTe € JIoabMU.JIeKco MeJIEHHO OTKPBUI JBEPb M BHIOPAJICS HAPYXKy. XOJIO/-
HBIA BO3yX cpa3y yAapui B 0. OH NOTSHYJICS, YyBCTBYS, KaK XpPyCTUT 3aTEKIIAs CIIMHA, U OIJIs-
nencst. Tummmza. Ho Teneps oHa yxke He Kazajiach CriokoiHou. CKopee HacTopokeHHOU. byaro jnec
U Tpacca MpocTo HaOmoAanM 3a HUM.JIeKCO TOMpaBuil PIOK3aK M CHOBA JBUHYJICS BIOJb JOPOTH,
cTapasichb Iepkartbcsl Onke K epeBbsiM. ['opon ObLT rae-To Bnepeau. XOTs caM OH ellé He Peru,
XOUeT JIK BOOOIe Tyna uaATy. Yem Ommke K [MUBUIM3AINUNA — TeM OOJIbIIle MEPTBEIOB, TeM OOJIbIIe
Jofiel, TeM Oosbite mpodiemM. Ho efpl y Hero mo4ytu He OCTajaoch. A 3HAYUT, BHIOOpA 0COO0 TOXe
He ObL10.Jlec TsAHyICS BIOJMB Tpacchl emé HECKOIbKO KuiomeTpoB. Muora Jlekco 3amevarn OporieH-
HbI€ MalllMHBI B KIOBETAX WJIN CJICObI aBapHﬁ. HCKOTOpre aBTOMO6I/UII/I 6I)UII/I IMOJIHOCTBIO BBITOPEB-
mvu. OuH aBTOOYC CTOSIT OOKOM TMOTEPEK IOPOTH C BHIOUTHIME OKHaMU. JIeKco cTapasicsi He CMOT-
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peTh BHYTpb. BooOpaxeHue 1 6e3 Toro padoTalio CJUIIKOM XOPOIO. Biirske K MOMYIHIO CPeI TOIbIX
JepeBbEB MEJIBKHYJIM CHHHUE TMOJIOCHL. JIeKco 3aMep, MrHOBEHHO MPEBPATUBIIMCH B OHO OOJIBIIIOE
BHUMaHue.Ha o0ourHe, HaMepTBO BJieTeB OOKOM B TOJICTHIN cTBOI, cTosia MammHa [TI1C. Pa3go-
POYEHHBI} KaroT, JIOOOBOE CTEKJIO B MayTHHE TPelrH. JIeKco Joro cTosul y Kpasi IOpord, He Tpu-
Onmmxkasicb. BHyTpu nuta rimyxast 6opb0a Mesk/1y MPUBBIYHBIM KeJJaHHeM OOOWTH JII0OYI0 OMACHOCTD
CTOPOHOM 1 XOJIOAHBIM IparMaTu3MoM. B 3Toil MarmHe ObUIO TO, YTO MOTJIO MPOJIUTH €MY KU3Hb.
Opyxue.Ha Tpacce crosiia Tskénasi, HACTOpOKeHHasi TUIIIMHA. JIeKCO TBUHYJICS BHEpEN, cTapasich
CTyMaTh KaK MOXHO THIIIE, HO TIOJOIIBBI CAror BCE PaBHO OMIYIIUTEIBHO XPYCTEIU MO BIAKHOU
3emie. K MoMeHTy, Kora oH mpuOIM3uiIcs K pa3OUToOMy Ky30BY, CEpALe KOJIOTHIIOCh ykKe T/Ie-TO B
ropJie.3arsiHyB yepe3 OOKOBOE CTEKJIO, OH HATKHYJICS B3IVISAA0M Ha Boautessi. CMepTh HacTynuia
MIHOBEHHO: I1Iesi HEeCTECTBEHHO CKPYUeHa, BUCOK pa3OUT 00 CTOMKY, a cepast (hopMeHHas pyoarika
3a7MTa nojcoxmiei Oypoil kopkoi. Ho cromno mepeBecTu B3IV HAa MACCAKMPCKOE CHICHBE, KaK
Jlekco MHCTMHKTHUBHO OTHIATHYJICS.MyTHBIE I71a3a HalapHUKA TMOBEPHY/IMCH TpsiMo Ha Hero. Ilpu-
CTETHYTOE TEJIO Pe3KO AEPHYJIOCH, IPSI3HBIEC MAJIBIIBI C IPOTUBHBIM CKPEKETOM MOJIOCHYJIH 110 CTEKITY.
XpUIuIblii, yTpOOHBINA 3BYK YAApui MO OrOJEHHBIM HepBaM. MepTBell Oujics B Kpecie, HaTAruBast
peMeHb Oe30MacHOCTH, M OECCMBICIIEHHO Iaparnall Ipo3padHylo mperpay.JIekco yMHO BBIIOXHY,
3acTaBiisis ceOsl JplaTh poBHee.— THXO THXO — MpolIenTai OH nepecoxmumu rydamu.O6a ObuH
MIPUCTErHYTHl — TOpbKasi UpoHusl. [IpuBbIUKa, KOTOpas JOMKHA ObLIa CIIACTH UM KM3HD B ITPOIILION
aBapuu, Terepb 3amepiia OJHOrO M3 HUX B MEPCOHAIBHOM any. Ho riaBHOe — MaHMKOBaTh PaHo,
TBapb HApPYXKy He BblOepercs. JIekco CHOBa CKOJB3HYJ B3MJISIIOM BHYTpPb casloHa. Ha mosicHom pemHe
NOruoIIero BOAUTEsI OCTYIIIHO BUCea ITaTHAs KoxkaHast KoOypa.bopschk ¢ moacTynaommm cTpa-
XOM, OH B3$UICS 32 PYYKY BOOUTENILCKOM JIBEPU M pBaHyJl e€ Ha ceOs1. MeTayut 0TO3BajICs UCTOIIHBIM
BU3IOM 3aKJIMHUBIIKX TeTesb. VI3 canoHa cpa3y 3amaxJio FrHAJIOW KPOBBIO M 3aCTOSIBIIIEHCS CBIPOCTHIO
Yy’K0il 000pBaBIIeNCs KU3HU. JIEKCO OTBEpHYJICS, I7I0Tasi PTOM XOJIOAHBINA BO3IyX. BbUIO JKYyTKO OT
MBICJIH, YTO eIl MECSIII Ha3aJ ST JIIOIU €XaJIi CO CMEeHBbI, MMM Kode ¥ KA BHIXOTHBIX. A Terepb
OJIVH CTaJl MYCTON 0OOJIOUKOM, a BTOPO — €ro eMHCTBEHHBIM IIaHCOM Ha criaceHue.Ctapasich He
CMOTpETh MEpTBEIly B IJ1a3a, JIeKco BRIXBaTHJI HOX. JIe3BHe C TpyIoM, HO BEPHO MOIOM3JIO TIO IJIOT-
HOU KOXe mopTynen. Pyku cierka nogparusaiu ot anpeHaniaa. Cpesarb, COpBaTh, OTOUTH — MBICIIH
CY3WINCh 10 TIPOCTHIX, MeXaHMUecKnX koMaH[. [laccaxup cieBa 3a0usics B OelieHOM Xxpurie, Oyk-
BaJIbHO U3 KOKH BOH JIE3, MBITASICh AOTSHYTHCS JI0 KMBOTO YeJIOBEKa uepe3 CIMHKY Kpecen. Hakoner
pemMenb noanaics. CxBatuB KoOypy, JIeKco pe3ko OTHpsHy I Ha Mapy METPOB Haza, KaaHO II0Tast
yuCThIM Bo3yx. Ha sanonu ocrancst npusTHbIA, Becomblil Xonof. [lotépteiii MakapoB 1 3amacHou
Mara3uH B OOKOBOM Kapmarike. Hacrosimuii, 60oeBoii.JIekco MeasieHHO U3BJIEK MUCTOJET, TyBCTBYS
3amax opyXeWHoro macnia. B ronoBe mpoMesbKHYIM BOCIOMHMHAHUS 00 oxosomieHHon «Beperte»,
KOTOPYIO OH KOT1a-TO KPYTHJI IOMa PaJy ITyTIO SCTETUKH, MBITAsICh OTBJIEUBCS OT JYIIEBHOTO Xa0cCa.
Opykue Bceraa Ka3ajioch eMy YecTHee Jiiojiel. B HEM He ObUTO MOTYTOHOB, JIKH U CIIOKHOCTEN. Mup
BOOOIIIE CTaJI IPE/IENIBHO MPOCTHIM: HaKall CITyCKOBOM KPIOUOK — U JIMOO BBIKIJI, JTMOO HEeT.3HAKO-
MBII METATMYECKUI HIETYOK NepeJEPHYTOrO 3aTBOPA BEPHY.I EMY TOUEYHOE OIIIyIIEHHe KOHTPOJIS.
Xotsa 6l wmo3uio. [ToBecuB kK0Oypy Ha peMeHb, OH OpOCHJT KOPOTKUI B3I/ HA OarakHUK. «A
ecau y Hux Tam aBromar?..» AKC-74V ceituac Ka3aJicsi HACTOSIIMM ITPOITYyCKOM B O€30MacHOe 3aB-
tpa.Jlekco crmenan miar K 3agHeMy Oamrepy, HO BHE3aITHO MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT CJIOBHO CKaJIOCh.
[IlecToe 4yBCTBO 3aCTaBWIIO €ro OOEpHYThCS K Jiecy. TuimHa n3menunack. CKBO3b TyMaH U Tiepe-
TUIETEHHBIE Cepble BETKU K Tpacce MeJIEHHO, HO HEOTBPAaTUMO MPUOIMKATUCh TEMHBIE CHUTYITHI.
PeasibHOCTH CHOBa JTOMaia ero riansl. MepTBelsl B Jiecy ABUraanuch MeayieHHo. Ho yBepenHo.JIekco
cTosi1 BozJie pa3outoit Mamuabl [TTIC 1 cMoTpern, Kak CHITYSThl OSIBIISIIOTCS. MEK/Iy MOKPBIX Jiepe-
BbeB. OnuH. Bropoii. Tperuit. OH HepBHO ycMexHyJIcs U omycTuil B3 Ha [IM B cBoeit pyke.—
Hy na xoneuno. CTOWIO MHE HaWTH MYIIKY, KaK BCEJIEHHas Cpa3y pelinsia MpoBEpUTh, HACKOIBKO
s axyeHHBII. MepTBell BHYTpH MalllMHbl CHOBA 3axpuries U OEpHYJcs Brepen. OOUH U3 CHITYyITOB
cpasy MOBEpHYJI T'0OJIOBY Ha 3BYK.JIEKcO TsKeno BHIIOXHYI. BCE 3T0 yke HauMHAIIO Ka3aThCsl KAKMM-
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TO OOJBHBIM CHOM. TOJIBKO CITMIIIKOM XOJOAHBIM, TPS3HBIM M BOHIOUMM IS cHa. Ilociie noma oH
OobIIIe He HeJOOLIEHUBAI MepTBelloB. OH CIIMIIIKOM XOpPOIIO TIOMHHMII TOT 3200p, KOTOPBIN Tpelal
nox ux BecoM. [ToMHMII, Kak cuziesl B TEMHOTE M CIIyIIaj 9T0 OECKOHEYHOE IMApKaHbe 32 OKHOM.
WU camoe xyTkoe ObUIO Jaxe He B HUX. A B TOM, YTO OHM HHUKOIZA HE ycTaBaiu.JIeKco MeyieHHO
MONATHIICS OT MAaIIMHBL. MepTBell B cajloHe MPOAOJIKal CKPECTHCh M OECCMBICIIEHHO TSHYTh PYKH
Briepén.— [la 3aTkHUCH ThI y’keOH HEpBHO OIJIsIHYJICS 1o ctopoHaM. [lycras tpacca. Cepoe He6O.
Bertep. bporiennsie Marmunbl. Y 9111 TBapu, KOTOpbIe MAYT K HeMy 4yepe3 jec. MeaieHHo. CIOKOMHO.
Bynro 3HatoT, uto cnemmth UM Hekyaa.Jlekco cxkan pykoats [IMa nokpenue. CTpensiTh He XOTEOCh.
BooGiie. OH cMIIIKOM XOPOIIO MOHUMAJI, KAKUM TPOMKHUM ceivac Oyzet BbicTped. [a 1 cama MbICTb
CTpEJIAATh B TOJIOBY YEJIOBEKY IyCTh YK€ U MEPTBOMY BbI3bIBaJla BHYTPU KAKOE-TO TYIOE OTBpallle-
Hue.— JlagHo aJHO CIIOKOMHO — OH TOBOPHJI caM ¢ coOO# o4ty aBToMatiuieck. He moromy uto
00sJICS TUIIUHBL. A MIOTOMY YTO COOCTBEHHBI IOJIOC XOTh HEMHOTO y/IepXKHUBaJI KphIlTy Ha Mecte.O-
IWH 13 MEPTBEIIOB Yke BeiOpasics K Tpacce. Mysxkuk. Jler matugecsatu. B rpssHoii paboueit KypTke.
[MonoBunb mieku He ObuI0. Ho 1m€n oH Tak OymHUYHO, OYATO MPOCTO BO3BpAIAJICS TOMOU IOCHe
cMeHbl. OT 3TOro CTaHOBMJIOCH OCOOEHHO Mep3Ko.JIekco pa3BepHysCsS U ObICTPHIM IIarOM TOMIEN
BIoab Tpaccel. He 6erom. Iloka Her. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, Kak MaHWKA MEJIEHHO HAYMHAET JIe3Th IO
koky. C kaxapiM Xpurom rno3aau. C KaxapiM mapkaomuM maroM. C KaxapM B3IJISIIOM Ha3al.—
Bort 1 Bc€ — THX0 yeMexHyJicsi oH cede 1o Hoc. — Bcst )Ku3Hb ToTOBIIIA MEHSI CUZIETh JOMa M CMOT-
PeTh cepualtbl PO 30MOU a Terepb 3TO MOYEMY-TO CTaJIO TOJIE3HBIM HaBBIKOM. BeTep pesko ymapui
B 0. ITotom emeé pa3. M yepe3 HECKONBKO CEKyH[I HaYaJIv MAAaTh NEPBbIe KaIlIM A0XKIA. JIekco
MO/IHSUT ToJIoBY K HeOy.— O, Hy koHeuHo. [laBaii emi€ rpo3y. Yero menountbes. JJoxap OBICTPO yCH-
muics. Yepes mapy MUHYT Tpaccy yke 3aJIMBaJIO XOIOJHbIM JIuBHEM. KypTka mpomMokJia o4ty cpasy.
Bona tekia mo mee. BOTMHKY CKOJB3WITH 110 Tpsi3r. JIekco 1mién BeE ObIcTpee, MOCTOSTHHO OTJIsbIBA-
sich Ha3ag.MeptBelbl Be€ eme Openu 3a HUM. He ObicTpo. Ho 1 He oTcTaBaiv OKOHYATeNIbHO. DTO
Oecuio cusbHee Bcero. OHM OyaTo Beerna Obutn rae-to psaom. Kak tpeBora B roynose. Kak Bocrio-
MuHaHus. Kak nponutoe. Hukorga nonHoctsio He ncuesator.Baaneke ckBo3b JOX/Ib HAKOHEL TOSIBU-
nack crapas BoiBecka: «[LIMHOMOHTAK».JIekco cpa3dy ocraHoBuicsi. Bosiie oporu crosijia aBTo-
MacTepcKasi: pikaBble BOPOTa, HECKOJIBKO OOKCOB, CTapble MAIIMHbI y 3a00pa. Brirmsaaeno 3To Mecto
TaK, OyATO OHO yMepJo emmg 10 KOoHIa cBeTa.— Hy XOTs Obl POMAaHTUYHO CAOXHY IOJ BBIBECKOM
HIMHOMOHTaXa.OH yXke XOTesl JBUHYTbCS BIEpE], Korjga 3aMeTus1 ABUxkeHue. Mepraenpsl. YeTBepo.
OpnuH crosi Bo3ze BopoT. OcTasbHble [IaTaIuCh BO3Jie MallliH.JIeKkco MeIJIeHHO IIpUces 3a MOKPbIM
otooriHnkoM.— CynepCrpensath Henb3s. Lllym ceituac — camoyOuiicTBo. OH OBICTPO OIIsIAesCs U
3aMeTH KycoK pasoutoro acdainbra Bo3jie goporu. [oguas ero. Tsok€nbiid. CKOMB3KUN OT TOKISA.
Jlekco mapy cekyH[ cMOTpes Ha MacTepckylo. [Totom pe3ko Opociit KaMeHb B CTapylo MAIIMHY BO3JIE
BOpOT.CTEKJIO pas3yieTesioch C FPOMKUM TpeckoM.MepTBelibl cpa3y A€pHYIUch. Bee Kak onuH nosep-
HYJIU TOJIOBBI Ha 3BYK. VI mMeasnieHHo monumi tTyga.— [aBaiite KpacaBipl uaute TynaJlekco ObIcTpo
TIO/THSUICS ¥, IPUTHOasich, modexan Baojb 3adopa. Cepiie KOIOTUIOCH Kak OerieHoe. OH 4yBCTBO-
BaJ1 ce0s1 He BBIKMBIIMM. HapkoMaHOM, KOTOPBIN CHOBA Ky/Ia-TO BJIe3 U TETIEPh MBITAETCS BHIKPYTHTh-
cs1.bokoBast IBepb MacTepCKOW OKa3aiach 3aKpbiTa.— [la Tl U3/1eBaeIIbcsi — OH AEPHYI eIlé pas.
Hwuuero.ITo3aan nocapimancs xpurn. Cnumkom 6mmsko. Jlekco pesko odepHyscs. OanH U3 MepTBe-
1I0B yKe MOBOpaYrBajl 00paTHo.— BisiTh. OH OBICTPO OCMOTpEJI CTEHY U 3aMETHIT MaJIeHbKOe pa30ou-
Toe OkHO. Hefonro ymasi, 3akMHy/ BHYTpPb PIOK3aK U 1ojie3 caeaoM. OCKOJIOK MONIOCHYI J1ai0Hb.—
Cyka!Jlekco Tskeno pyxHyJ1 Ha OETOHHBIH TOJI BHYTPH MacTepCKO U cpasy 3amep. TONbKO J0KIb
10 >keJie3HON Kpaiiie. M nanékoe mapkanbe cHapyku. OH j1exkasl HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I, TSKEJIO JIbIIa U
IS0 B TEMHOTY Tiepes coOor.3amax Macia. Ceipoctd. [Tbutn. CTpaHHO, HO 3TO MECTO yKe OIyIIa-
Jock Ge30MacHee BCEro Mupa cHapyxu. JIeKco Me/IJIeHHO ceJl y CTeHBl M HEpBHO paccmesuicsi. Tuxo.
VcraBme.— Hy npuser, HOBbIiA oM. [0k 1b TpOA0OIKaT 0apadaHUTh MO jKeJIe3HOM Kpbiiie. TsKEblil.
XonmoaHbiid. ByATo KTO-TO OECKOHEUHO CHIMA MEJIKHMe KaMHH CBepxy.JIeKco eImeé HeCKOMbKO CeKyH/T
CUJEJ Y CTEHBI, IIBITAsACh YCIIOKOUTD JbixaHue. CHapyXy MHOTAA JOHOCWINCH Janékue Xxpumsbl. ['ae-

17



A. MenbHukoB. «Tuxue goporu. Tom 1»

TO BO3JI€ BOPOT MEJIEHHO Iapkaiu mard. Ho creHsl mactepckoi oka Jep:kaiy 3TOT MUp Ha pac-
crostHur.OH MOJHSUICS Ha HOTH M Cpa3y MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK HEMPHUITHO XJIIOMAET BOga B OOTHMHKAX.
Mokpas ongesx/a Juria K teiy. [ansisl gpoxkamu ot xonoaa.— Jla yk BbIKMBAJBIIMK U3 TeOs Mpo-
CTO OXyeHHBII — JIEKCO ycTallo yeMeXHYJICs caM cede 1 MOONIEN K pa3oruToMy OkHY.3 piok3aka oH
JOCTaJl CTapblil OPe3eHT, KOTOPHIH 3aueM-TO PUXBATUII enié Joma. Toraa 3To Kazanoch 6ecCMBbICIIeH-
HbIM. Tenepp — HeT. OH Koe-Kak 3aKkpenui Ope3eHT MOBepX OKHA PXKaBOW MPOBOJIOKOW M KPIOKOM,
HaiiieHHbIM psioM. Cpa3sy crasio TemHee. U criokoitHee. ByaTo Kycok MOKpOil TKaHH I€HICTBUTEIBHO
MOT 3alIUTUTh OT BCETO, YTO OCTAIOCh CHapyku.IloTom JIekco HakoHel MoCMOTpelT Ha JIaloHb. [Tope3
ObLT HErTyOOKHM, HO KPOBb BCE €IE MEJIEHHO cTeKasa Mo nayibiam.— OTinaHoOH CHSUT PIOK3aK U
BBITAIIMIT OAHY U3 (PpyTOONIOK, KOTOpBIe 3a0pajt u3 noma. benas TkaHb OBICTPO MPONMTAIACH KPOBBIO
U TPsA3bIO, TIOKAa OH TepeBs3biBal pyKy. [lomyumnoch kpuBo. Ho coinér.Jlekco MeaneHHo 0O0meEn
MacTepCKyIo: OUH OOKC, BTOPOW OOKC, TOACOO0Ka, cTapblil Tyaser. TurmHa. TonbKo Kari BOIpI Tiie-
TO B INTyOUHe oMerneHust. [{pyrux BXogoB Bpoje He Obuto. [ TaBHBIE BOpOTa 3aKphITH. BOKOBast 1Beph
3aniepra. OKkHa ciuIKoM mMasieHbkre. HopManbHo. XoTs Obl Ha 3Ty HOYb.JIEKCO OCTaHOBUIICS BO3JIE
CTApOro METauIM4YeCKOro CTojla M yCTajao MPOBEN pyKoW MO Juiy. EcTh X0Tenock yxe mo-HacTosi-
memy. JKMBOT HEMPUSITHO CBOIMIIO ¢ camoro yTpa. OH CHOBA MoJie3 B PIOK3aK M JOCTasl OaHKY KOH-
cepBoB. [locieaHre HOpMasbHBIE 3aMachl IOCTENEHHO MPEBPALAIUCH B «IIOECTh Celvac WK MOTOM
CIIOXHYTb FOJIOAHBIM».JIEKCO OCMOTpesicsl BOKpYT. B3misn 3atenuiics 3a cTapyio KaHUCTPY € MalIMH-
HBIM MacJIOM U OOPBIBOK T'PSI3HOM BEPEBKM BO3Je cTeHbl. OH HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I CMOTpeN Ha HHX,
a MoToOM TUXO ycMexHyJics.— Hy XoTh apmus yeMy-To Hayumiia.YUepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT HA IOy
CTOsIJIa MaJIeHbKasi caMofiesIbHas TOpeJika: cTapasi MeTajinyeckasi OaHKa, HEMHOTO Macia M KyCOK
BepéBKU BMecTO (putmiis. Orons Obi1 cnadbiM. HepoBHbiM. Ho kuBbIM. JIEKCO TIOCTaBUJI CBEPXY
OaHKy KOHCEPBOB U CeJ PSIIOM MPsMO Ha OETOHHBIH MO TYCKJIbINA CBET IJIaMEeHH CJIerka ApoxKa Ha
cTeHax Mactepcko. Bc€ BOKpyr cpasy crajio BeIrsaeTh nHaue. Tuiie. YioTHee. XOTs CIIOBO «YIOT»
3/1€Ch 3By4aJIO MOYTH cMelHO.IToka KOHCepBbl MEJIEHHO TPENIUCh, JIEKCO OTOIIEN B Yrol U Havasl
BbUKMMATh ofiekay. C (pyTOOIKY pyubsiMU cTeKasia XonoaHas Boza. Kyprka Obuta TSKEIOW U ChIPOA.
Hocku — HackBO3b MOKpbIe. OH TUXO BBIPYrajicsi CKBO3b 3yObl M CHOBA TIOCMOTPE Ha MaJICHbKUIA
oro"b.CTpaHHO, HO UIMEHHO cefiuac OH BIIEPBBIE 3a J0JI'0E€ BPeMs I0YYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO IIOXOXKEE Ha
criokorictBre. He 6e3omacHocTs. Het. Ckopee nay3y. Byaro Mup HakoHeI[ epecTast rHaThCs 3a HUM
XOTs1 OBl Ha HECKOJIBKO YacoB.JIekco ces Bo3Jie TOpeIiKY, BHITSHYJI HOTY M HaYall CMOTPETh Ha OTOHb.
[Tnamst crerka morpeckuBaio. oxap Irymen Mo Kpsliime. [ie-to 3a creHaMy OpOAUIA MEPTBEIIbL.
A 371€ch, Iocpein CTapoi aBTOMACTEPCKOM, OH rpell OaHKy KOHCEPBOB Ha CaMOJEJIbHOM ropesike 13
MallMHHOro Macia. M mouemy-to 310 OLIyIIaaoch yAMBUTEIbHO HACTOSIIUM.JIEKCO MeJIeHHO Tpo-
BEJI PYKOI 110 JIUILY U TUXO ycMexHysicsi.— Hy npuBet, HoBast :ku3Hb. KOHCEpBbI OKa3aIUCh TEMJIBIMMU.
Jlekco cuien Ha Mojty BO3JIE CaMOJEJIbHOW TOPEJIKU U €1 MEJIEHHO, CTapasiCh PaCTSHYTh YIOBOJIb-
cTBUE. XOTsl YIOBOJILCTBUS, €CIM YECTHO, ObUTO HeMHOTO. OObIUHAS TYINEHKA — XKUPHAs, CONEHAs
1 yke mouTH ocThiBiias. Ho sxemynky Obi10 Bc€ paBHO.OH Chesl TPUMEPHO MOJIOBUHY OAHKH U OCTa-
HoBWICS. OCTaJIbHOE aKKYPATHO 3aKPbLI U yOpasl 00paTHO B pIOK3aK. Terneps y Hero ocTaBasioch eie
TMIOJIOBMHA OaHKM KOHCEPBOB M MPUMEPHO MOJIOBMHA OyThUIKM Bojbl. He rycro.Jlekco mocmoTpesn Ha
COZIEPKMMOE PIOK3aKa M HEBOJIBHO YCMEXHYJICs. Bes ero %u3Hb ceiiuac nomenanach B CTapoM MOTEP-
TOM PIOK3aKe: MMCTOJET, NTapa Mara3uHoB, BEpEBKA, HOX, HEMHOTO efbl. M Bcé. Hukakux niaHoB Ha
Oymymee. Hukakux meseit Ha romsl Briepén. TombKko BOmpoc: JOKUBY Jid A0 3aBTpa?l opeka mocre-
MIEHHO 3aTyxaja. B MacTepckoil CHOBa CTaHOBUJIOCh TEMHO. JIEKCO MPUCIOHUIICS K CTEHE U BHITSAHYII
Horu. CHapyxu 1mymen Joxab. [ae-To ganeko paspasics npotskHelid Xxpurn. [IotoM cHOBa THILIMHA.
— Haperoch, BB Tam Bce MPOMOKaeTe He MEHbIIIe MOETO... — MPOOOPMOTAI OH U CaM He 3aMeTHII,
Kak ycHym1IIpocHyncs on ot xonona. [lepBoe, uTo nmoyyBcTBOBa — 3aTéKIIyo me. [Totom 60ib B
crimHe. [Totom 6eToHHBII Mo o7, O0KOM. JIEKCO OTKPBUT I71a3a M HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I IIPOCTO CMOTpE
B MOTOJIOK: TEMHbIE METAJUTMUECKHe OaJIKU, Clie[bl PKaBUMHbI, MayThHa B yriy. Ha cekyHay moka-
3aJI0Ch, YTO OH MPOCTO YCHYJI I1e-HUOYIb B rapaske Mocie TSKENOro AHs. A TOTOM BCE BEPHYIIOCH.

18



A. MenbHukoB. «Tuxue goporu. Tom 1»

Koner ceera. Meptsenpl. Mactepckas. On oqun.— Jlobpoe yTpo, Jlekco... — Tojoc mpo3Byyat
xpuruio. — Ecnu 310 BooOIe eme yrpo.OH MOAHSIICA W MeUIEHHO MOAOIMEN K OKHY. OCTOPOKHO
OTOTHYJ Kpail Ope3enra. Ha ynuue 6bu10 cepo. Joxap 3akoHumics. MarmmHsl OJiecTeny OT BiIard.
He60 Buceno au3ko Haj 3emiiéit. Hukakoro neukenus. [1o kpaitneit mepe otciona. JIekco emg kakoe-
TO BpeMsI BCMaTpUBAJICS BO JIBOP, a MOTOM OTIycTUJI Ope3eHT.Criath 60JIbIe He X0Tesnoch. OH perm
HAaKOHEI| HOPMaJIbHO OCMOTPETh MacTepcKylo. Buepa ObUIO HE O 3TOro — BYepa OH MPOCTO Criacal
CBOIO IIKYypy. Tenepb MOXHO ObLIO MOAYMaTh O 3aBTpaliHeM JHe.MeaeHHO 00Xo/s TOMEIeHHe,
OH HayaJl 3ameyvartsb Jetaiau. Ha Bepcrake crosiia Kpyxka c 3acoximmMm koge. Ha crene Bucen kajieH-
napb. [Tog HUIM — cTapas poTorpacdusi pabOTHUKOB MacTepckoil. YeTBepo MyK4MH B 3aMacIeHHBIX
pobax CTosIM BO3JIe MAIIMHBI U YibiOanuch B Kamepy. OObuHast potorpadus, TaKUX MUJUTMOHBIL.
Ho Tteneppb ona Beiiszena crpanHo. Byaro cHumok Joaeit u3 apyroro mupa.Jlekco 3azepxan Ha
Hel B3rsia.— MHTepecHo... — THXo ckaszail oH. — KTo u3 Bac npoaep:xajcs jnosbiie Bcex ?OTBera,
KOHEYHO, He 0bUT0. Tosbko TrimmHa. OH NOIIEN qassiie. Bosie cremnaxeit 00HapyKUJIOCh HECKOJIBKO
PKaBBIX KyCKOB apmatypsl. JIekco nepedpain ux pykamu. OjHa oka3aiach MOYTH UICATbHOM: JITMH-
Hasl, IpsiMasi, He CJIMIIKOM Tsikénast. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 B3MaxHYIJI €10 B BO3/1yxe. MeTasul HerpoMKO
cBuctHy. [Tucroner — xoporio. Ho maTpoHs! 3akaHuMBalOTCS. A 3Ta MITYyKa MOrjia padoTtarh Bce-
raa.OH HallUTK CTapyio BETOIIb M MOTOK BEPEBKHU. YCelIcs MpsIMO Ha TIOJI ¥ Hayasl 0OMaThIBaTh OUH
KOHeIl apMaTyphbl. PadoTa Obuta moutn MenutaTuBHON. Pyku nuramicek camu. ['ooBa B 310 BpeMms
aymaiia o ipyroM. O ToM, 4To emé MecsIl Ha3a]] caMou OOJIBITION MPOOIeMO ObLT MOKCK padoTsl. O
TOM, YTO OH CUHUTAJ CBOIO KU3Hb CKy‘IHOfI. O TOM, UTO MHOIrJga Me4yTaJl OKa3aTbCsd B KaKOM-HI/I6yI[b
rocrarnokamrcuce. Meutsl CObIBAIOTCS YAMBUTEIBHO CTPaHHBIM 00pazoM.Koraa mMnpoBu3npoBaH-
HOE OpyXkue ObUIO TOTOBO, JIekco ermé HeCKOJIBKO pa3 MOKPYTHJI ero B pykax. [lomyuwiocs rpyoo. Ho
HaExHO.— JlagHo. — OH nogHscs. — [locMOTpuM, KTO KOro.3a MacTepCKOU CTOSIT HeOOJIBINON
capaii. Buepa Jlekco 3ameTi1 ero MesIbkoM, HO HE PUCKHYJ IpoBepATh. Tenepb npuiuiock. Ecnu
TaM €CTh MHCTPYMEHTBI, BOZIA MJTM YTO-HUOY/Ib TIOJIE3HOE — OHO TOro CTOMT.OH OCTOPOKHO BBIIIE
BO JBOp. YTPEHHUI1 BO3AYX OKa3ajcs XOIOAHbIM M BiIaxHbIM. [log Horamu ximonana rpssb. Jlekco
MeJIJIeHHO OOOIIEN yroi 3aHus U cpasy 3amep.Boaine capas kto-T1o crosut. Yenosek. Het. Vike He
yenoBek. Meprgell. 3amaciieHHast pabouast poda, rpsi3Hbie OOTHHKH, OMyIleHHast rojioBa. OH CTOSUT
cnrHO# K JIeKco u clierka nmokaymBajicsi U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOpOHY. Byaro mpocrto 3aaymaics.JIekco
aBTOMAaTHYEeCKH cresai mar Hazaj. Cepaue ycKopuiaoch. 1o 3Toro MoOMeHTa Mexay HUM U MepTBe-
[[aMH BCEI/Ia YTO-TO OBLIO: OKHO, 3200p, paccrosinue. Ceituac — HUYero. TobKO HECKOIBKO METpPO-
B.OH npucen 3a cTapoil MalMHOM 1 ctan HaOmonars. Meprtsen He asurascs. [Ipocrto crosut. Jlekco
cMOTpeJ Ha Hero oyt MuHyTy. [Totom em€. B ronose mién cnop. Vittu. BepHyTbcsi B MaCTEPCKYIO.
3akpbITh ABEpb. 3a0bITh Mpo capaid. 1o ObLI0 Obl Tporie. ['opazno mpome. Ho torma mpuaércs
yXOOUTh Jaibliie. A eciu B capae Boga? Eciu tam uHcTpymeHTH? Eciu Tam 4TO-TO, UTO MOMOXET
poXuTh eme Henemo?— Hy noyeMy Henb3st ObLIO HAWTH HOPMAJIBHOE XOOOH... — MPOOOPMOTAT
oH.ITotom rimy6oko BooxHyJ. U Beiien u3 yKpbiTHsi. MepTBell MOAHSI FOJIOBY MOYTH cpaszy. MyTHbIe
rna3a Hauu ero. M on nomeén Bnepén. Memienno. Hlapk. [apk. [Mapk.JIlekco nouyBcTBOBaN, Kak
BHYTPH Bc€ cxumaeTcst. OH BbICTaBIII apMatypy nepea coooit. Kak kombe. Kak mr. Kak nocieaioo
Hasiexy.— He nmonxomu... — rryno. Ouens ryno. Ho croBa camu copasuck ¢ ryd.Meptsel nipo-
nosokant uaru. Emié mar. Eme. Eme.Jlekco yaapui nepesiM. ApMaTypa rorasa B Jiuio. [ryxoit yaap.
I'onoBa népuynace. Ho meptBen naxe He ynaja. OH IpOoJoIkKWI UATH, CJIOBHO HUYETO HE IPOU3OLLIO.
Mo cnimue Jlekco mpodexan xonoq.— bisate...On orcrymun Hazan. Criurmikom OsicTpo. [1aTka 3are-
nuIach 3a KaMmeHb. Jlekco efBa He ynas. MepTrBel oKa3ajicsl yKe COBCEM psA0M. 3amax yaapuil B
HOC — TSDKETIBIN, CJIQIKOBATHIN, OTBpaTUTEIbHBIN.JIekco yaapuil cHoBa. Ha 3TOT pa3 cuibHee. Apma-
Typa CKOJIb3HYJIa 0 CKyse. MepTBel| JEpHYJICS, HO MPOAOIKII TAHYThCS K HeMy.Tenepb naHuka
yxke Kpuuasa BHyTpH. Bee cepuansl. Bee punbmbl. Bee panTasnu npo BeIkMBaHUE — BCE ITO MIHO-
BeHHO ucye3nno. Ocrancs toabko crpax. Hacrosmmii. ZKuBotHeiid.JIekco pe3ko mepexBarui apma-
Typy ABYMs pyKamu U yaapui eni€ pas. 3o Bcex cun. He kpacuso. He texanuno. [Ipocto oTyass-
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Ho.Paznasics Bnaxusiii Xxpyct.Meptsen 3amep. [lokaunyics. U pyxuyn B rpsise. TuinuHa.Jlekco e
nonro crosut Ha mecte. He Beps. Ckumasi apMaTypy Tak CHJIBHO, YTO ToOenesu nasiblibl. CIbIITHO
ObLIIO TOJIBKO COOCTBEHHOE AbIXaHMe — TsKENoe, ppaHoe. OH CMOTpeT Ha TeMy U He 4yBCTBOBAJI
ce0s1 modeauteneM. BooOiie. Tombko qpoks B pykax. M ogHy IpOCTYI0 MBIC/Ib: €CJTA OJIUH JAJICSI eMy
TaK TspKeso... Uro Oyner, korga ux okaxercs necath?Heckonbko cekyHn Jlekco mpocTo cTosin Haf
TesioM. Betep crnerka meBesil TpaBy BOKpYyT. I1e-To Baaneke kapkHysna BopoHa. M Bcé. Hukakoit
My3blk. Hukakoro uyBctBa mooesabl. Tobko MEPTBBIA MEXaHUK B I'ps3HON pode y ero Hor.JIekco
TSIKEJIO BBIIOXHYJI U OTBEN B3MIsAA.— VI3BUHU, MYyXUK, — THUXO CKa3aJl OH, caM He 3Has 3auyeMm.[lo-
TOM TIOJHSUT apMaTypy U HarpaBIcs K capaio. [IBepb okazamachk He 3aniepra. CTapble IeTIN KaJI00HO
CKPUIIHYJIM, KOT/Ia OH MOTSAHYJ e€ Ha ce0s1. BuyTpu 0bu10 TeMHO. [1axi1o Mmbuibio, CHIPOCTHIO U OEH3H-
HoM. JIy4 (hoHapHKa BHIXBATHIT M3 TEMHOTBI CTEJUIAKH, KOPOOKHM M TOPbI KAKOTO-TO XJ1ama. Ha repBbiit
B3IJIs1]] Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO 3/1€Ch HUYETo nojie3Horo Het. Ho uem ponbiie Jlekco ocMaTpuBasics, TeM yallie
HaXO/WJ1 Bellly, KOTOpble MOIJIM IpUroguThest. Kimoun, MosoTku, oTBEPTKH, Kycauku. CTapblii TOTIOp
C TPECHYBILIEN PYKOSATHIO. B yriy crosiiv Heckosibko KaHucTp. OHa OKa3zajiach MyCTOW, BO BTOPOM
TUIECKAJIOCh HEMHOTO OEH3MHA — JIMTPOB MATh-11eCTh. HECKOIBKO KOMITIEKTOB CIIEIIOBOK, KypPTKH,
mitanbl. [IblIbHBIE, MeCTaMu TPsA3HBIE, HO cyxHe. CTapblii METaJUIMYECKUI MKA(UUK CKpbIBAJI Mapy
pabounx OGOTUHOK M Oeplibl — MOTEPTHIE, HO Kpenkue.JIekco cpasy ceit Ha SIUK ¥ HaYasl CTSIrMBaTh
cBoio 00yBb. HockM ObLIM BIaXHBIMU, OOTHMHKH BCE €€ He MPOCOXJIM TOC/e BUEPAIIHETO JIMBHS.
Korzaa on Hazen Gepiibl, CTaI0 HEOKUAAHHO PUSATHO. By/ITO BMECTe ¢ HUMM NOSIBUIACh XOTh KaKasi-
TO YCTOMYUBOCTh. XOTh KaKas-TO yBepeHHOCTh.OH ellé pa3 orsjes capaid, a IoToM coOpai Bcé
camoe TMoJIe3HOe U HAITPaBUJICSI 0OpAaTHO K MacTepckoit. OcTaTok AHs mpoIen 3a padortoil. HaBepHoe,
BIIepBbIe 3a Aoaroe Bpems Jlekco 3anumaricst 4eM-to noHATHeIM. He myman o Oynymem. He Bcro-
MuHaJ nponuioe. He mbitancs noHsaTs, yro aenars aajibiie. [Ipocto padoran.CHayana OH OKOHYA-
TEJILHO 3a7ieJ1al OKHO. Vcronb30Ba HalAEHHbIE TOCKH, TBO3AU U MOJIOTOK. [losmyumniocs He oueHb
KPacuBO, HO CHAPYKH TeTephb MOYTH HEBO3MOKHO ObLJIO MOHSATbH, YTO Y€Pe3 3TO OKHO MOXKHO IOTACTh
BHYTpb. [ToTOM 3aHssICs GOKOBOM IBEPHIO. 3aMOK OKA3aJICsl CTapbiM M 3aKJIMHUBIIMM. Heckombko
YacoB BO3HU, PyTraHU M YAapOB MOJIOTKOM CIycTsl JIEKCO BCE-TaKu CMOT IIPUBECTU €€ B MOPSAJOK.
Tenepb 1Bepb OTKPBIBAJIACH U, [NIABHOE, 3aKpbIBajiach U3HYTpU. K Beuepy OH paccresnnil HailIeHHYIO
pabouyio ofexky B YIIly MacTepcKoi, a cBepXy Opocui KypTKy. [lomyumioch 4To-TO MOXOkee Ha
nexanky.CHapyxu MeiIeHHO TeMHedo. [locneqaue myuun cBeTa mpoOMBaIUCh Yepes e B CTeHaX,
U MacTepcKasl MOCTENEeHHO Morpyxkainach B noinyMmpak. JIekco cuaen Bosnie CTeHbl M pasriisigbiBall
PE3YJIbTaThl CBOETO JHS: 3aIeJJaHHOE OKHO, UCIIPABJIEHHAS AIBEPb, MHCTPYMEHTBI, aKKYPaTHO CJIOKEH-
HBIE y BEpCTaKa, apMaTypa psiioM, HeOOJbIION 3anac OeH3uHa, padodas ogexaa. He Tak yx MHoro,
HO eIlg BUepa y Hero He ObUIo Aaxe 31oro.CtpaHHo. BriepBeie 3a 10roe BpeMsi OH 4yBCTBOBAJT HE
TOJIBKO cTpax. beuio uro-1o eme. Heuto noxoxee Ha yaoBjieTBOpeHKe. byaTo OH HakOHeEl nepectan
yoeratb. XoTs1 Obl HeHafoAro.JIeKCo MOTHSIICSA U TOIOMIEN K OKHY. OCTOPOKHO OTOTHYJ Kpai Ope-
3eHTa. Ha ynuue yxe nouru cremHesio. Tpacca pacTBopsiiach B CyMEpKax, a Jiec IMpeBpaTUiCs B
yépHyo cteHy. OH yxke coOupascs 3aKpbeiTh Ope3eHT 00paTHO, Korma Bapyr 3amep.llaneko. OueHb
naneko. I ne-To 3a nepeBbsiMU MeIbKHYI cBeT. Cra0blid, KENTHINA, OyATO KTO-TO Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I
BKJIIOUmMI1 (poHaps.JIekco Haxmypuics. CBeT ucyes, MOTOM MOSIBUJICS] CHOBA — BCETO HA MTHOBEHHE
— u cHoBa npornas. OH eme JoIro CTOsUT y OKHA, BCMAaTPUBAasiCh B TEMHOTY, HO OOJIbIlIe HUYETO
He yBujien. Tombko siec. I Houb.Hakonelr Jlekco MeieHHO omycTui Ope3eHT.— JInbo MHe mokasa-
JIOCh... — TUXO MPOU3HEC OH, a IOTOM MTOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY CBOEH UMITPOBU3MPOBAHHOM JIEKAHKH.
— JIubo s 31ech He onuH. B MacTepckoii CHOBa CTaJlo TUXO. A TJIe-TO AaJIeKO, 3a JIEPEBbsIMU, B TEM-
HOTE HOBOT'O MUpa, KTO-TO WJIX YTO-TO TOJIBKO YTO HAIIOMHMJIO O CBOEM CYILIECTBOBAHHU.

20



A. MenbHukoB. «Tuxue goporu. Tom 1»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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