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*TlocBsimaeTcst BceM, KTO KOTIa-TO YyBCTBOBAJI ce0s U3THAH-
HeIM. 1 Tem, KTO HaIIEN cBOU Jjec.*

Ectpb MecTa, 171e Bpems TEUET UHaue.

He Ttak, kak B roponax, rjie 4achl OTOMBAIOT MUHYTHI, a JIIOIN
CUMTAIOT TOfIbl. 371ECh, B CEPLIE TOp, CPEIU CKal, KOTOPbIE TTOM-
HAT elIé TIepBbIe IIaru 3Bepei, BpeMs CTeJIeTCs M0 3eMJyie TyMa-
HOM. OHO He Toporutcst. OHO KIET.

B atux xpasix nec moacrymnaer K HeOy BIUIOTHYIO. Jlopor mo-
YTH HET, TOJIbKO 3BEPUHBIE TPOIIBI, UYTO BBIOTCS MEXKy BATyHAMU



1 oOpbiBaMU. ['OBOPAT, paHbIIe JIIOAW TBITAIMCH XOTUTh 311€Ch,
HO CKaJTbl He TTyCKaJTi — cOPaChIBAJIU B IPOIIACTH TEX, KTO OCMe-
JIMBAJICS] UJITU HANIpsAMUK. Tenepp ciofia 3aX0asT TOINbKO OTYasiH-
HbIE€ WX T€, KOMY HEYErO TEePATh.

3a 6ypHoii pekoit Oit, 4yTO Kuresa 6e1oi IeHOM, IepeMatbl-
Basi KAMHM B Y3KOM YIIe/Ibe, MPUTYJIMIACH JIEpeBHs. MalieHb-
Kasl, TJIyXasi, CO CBOMMH TMOPSIIKAMH U CTPaxaMH, MOl Ha3BaHU-
eM XOCMaH.

Jliomu B iepeBHe Oositcs Jieca. BosTcs mo-HacTosemMy, Tor
JpeBHEel, JIMMKOIN O0S3HBIO, KOTOpasi MEPEAaETCs C MOJIOKOM Ma-
Tepu. 37ech He pacCKa3blBAIOT CKA30K HA HOUb — 37IECh TPe1y-
npexjaT: «He xoau 3a peky, Tam jec. A B Jiecy — HUKTO».

Crapuku KpecTsTcs, Korja BeTep JOHOCUT C TOM CTOPOHBI
BOW. Mosnofipie OTBOAAT 1J1a3a. JleTy He UrpaioT B MPSATKHU Y OKO-
quupl. Bee 3nator: siec cmortpur. Jlec xkaér. Y nyuie He nona-
JlaTbCsl EMY Ha IJIa3a.

NmMenHo oTcroa Korja-To U3rHajiv IBOUX — ApTeMU/IA U €r0
BO3MOOIEHHYI0 PJIOPUKY, KOTOphIE TIOCMENH JTIOOUTHh BOTIPEKU
BOJIE poia. VIX oTripaBuIM B JieC HA BEPHYIO CMEPTh, KaK JyMaJlu
Bce. Ckazanu: «Jlec cam peluT, JOCTOMHBI JIU Bbl )KUTh».

Ho HuKTO M3 AepeBHU He 3HAI, UTO Jiec TauT B ceOe cuity. [1o-



HACTOSIIIIEMY MOIIHYIO, OOraTylo M TaKylo UCKpeHHow. IMeHHO
3TOU CWJIbI OHU U OOSTUCH.

PebsTa Koe-kak nepedpasuch yepes peky. A 0 peKy UX rHa-
71 TAOYHOM JIOIa Iel, 9ToObI T yrayim 1 ux 3artontaii. Ho sto-
0 HEe CIyYHMJIOCh, ¥ TIapa Opocuiach B OypIisid MOTOK, HA Ty
CTOPOHY, K HOBOH cBoel :ku3Hu. ONT — OypHasi, cefasi OT MeHsl,
OHa HECET CBOM BOJAbI YEpe3 YILENbsl, IEPEMasibiBasi BAIyHbI B
KpouieBo. ['yi1 €€ ciblileH 32 BEPCTHI, U B TOM I'YJIE €CTh YTO-TO
JpeBHee, Kak cam MUp. Tak 1 yHecno pedsIT JaJieKo OT IepeBHHU.

[lo Ty cropoHy peku, Tam, IJie CKaJIbl PACCTYNAIOTCS, COJIHLE
POOMBAETCSI CKBO3b KPOHBI TSKEIBIMU 30JI0TBIMU JTydamu. OHU
JIOKaTCsl HAa MOX, Ha MATIOPOTHUKM, Ha BJIAKHYIO 3€MJIIO, U B KaXkK-
JIOM TaKOM JIyue TUISITYT MWITHOHBI MBTMHOK — JIeC JIBIIINT,
’KUBET, NIEPEINBAETCS.

3p1ech maxHeT XBOeW U MpeJblo, TPUOAMH U XOJIOIXHON BOJOM.
['ne-to B riyOuHe Kypuar pyubH, NEPEKIUKAIOTCS C ITULIAMU, U
3TOT 3BYK HE CMOJIKAET HUKOIJIAa — OH BIUIEJCS B TUILIUHY TaK
IUIOTHO, 4TO O3 Hero yxe Henb3si. ViIMeHHo B Tako atmocde-
pe u ctanu kuTh Apremu U ®noprka. OHU N03%e NPUPYUUIU
orpoMHoro 0yporo mezasezs, Ha3Bas ero Ilepc, Boska, uTo 30-
BE€TCA Bericom, u emme ogqHoro OGapaHa M KO3y, COOTBETCTBEHHO
IHUKHX.



A 1oKa BEpHEMCS K TOMY, YTO OHM JEJIAJI JaJblIe, KaK peKa
3a0paJia X KUBBIE TeJIa ¥ BHIHECIIA HETIOHSATHO KyJIa, JAJIEKO OT
MX POIHOTO JIOMA.

[IepBy1o HOUb OHU HE CHIAJIN.

BriOpaBimch Ha Geper, MOKpble, 00eCCHIICHHBIE, OHU IIPOCTO
JieKaJ Ha MXY, TIsijis B u€pHoe HeOo, mpoouToe 3B€31amu. I ne-
TO psAoM 1ymena Onr, HO 31€Ch, IO ITY CTOPOHY, €€ rOJIOC 3BY-
JaJi iHa4Ye — He yrpo3oi, a odemanuem. Jlec Momyan, HO MOJI-
yaJl He Myrawlle, a Beikuaawiie. CIOBHO JaBaj Bpemsl PUKMTH
B ceOsl.

ApreMu[ IepBbIM cell, omiAnencsa. B temHoTe nepeBbs Kasza-
JIVCh BEJIMKAHAMM, HO CPEJTU HUX He ObLIO BpaxaeOHOCTH. Tolb-
KO CIIOKOWCTBHE M CUJIA.

— Hapo Haiitu ykpbiTHE, — CKa3aj OH THXO, YTOOBI HE CITYT-
HYTb TUIIUHY.

®nopuka kuBHyna. OHa Ipoxkaya — HE CTOJIBKO OT XOJIOJa,
CKOJIBKO OT IepexuToro yxaca. Ho B rmazax e€ yxe 3aropajics
TOT CaMbli OI'OHb, 32 KOTOPBbIM MX U3THAIU. YIIPSAMBIU, KUBOU,
HECTUPAEMBIIA.

OHM TONUIN BJOJIb PEKH, JepKach ONMKe K BOIE, YTOOBI HE



3a01yiuThes. K yTpy HATKHYJIMCh HAa CKAJIbHBIA BBICTYII, TOJI
KOTOPBIM 00pa30BaJIOCh YTO-TO BPOJIE TEIIEPhl — HETTyOOKOM,
HO JIOCTATOYHOM, YTOOBI YKPBITHCS OT BeTpa. ApTeMu 1 HaJloMa
JIANTHUKA, YCTEJTUIT 3eMJTI0, M OHU TIPOBAJIMJIMCh B COH O€3 CHOBU-
JIEHUN.

[Tpocuynuck pedsita ot xonoaa. ConHile emE He MOJHSIOCh,
HO HeOO yike CBEeTIeNO, M TYMaH CTesuics HaJ pekoid. dropuka
cena, KyTasch B MOKPYIO €ILE OeXk]y, U IOCMOTpeNna Ha Apre-
muaa. OH craji, CKaBIIKACh B KOMOK, U BO CHE JIMLIO €0 Ka3aJIOCh
COBCEM MaJIbYMILIECKUM.

— Apremuj, — no3Baja oHa Tuxo. — Bcrasai. Hamo nBu-
rarbcd.

OH OTKpbUI [N1a3a, U IEPBOE, UTO YBUAET — €€ JIULO, OCYHYB-
1Ieecsi, HO C TeM ke YIpsIMbIM OTOHBKOM. U yITBIOHYICS.

— 7KuBbI, — CcKa3aj oH mpocTo.

— JKuBbl, — oTBeTHIIA OHA.



**I'naBa 1. IlepBblie qHU

Pe06sTa oy BriryOb Jieca, 1o Iy TH CpbIBast KAKMUe-TO SATOMIHI.
ApTremu] 3HaJl, Kakve pacTeHHs] MOXKHO YIOTpeOIsTh B MUIILY,
HO TaKuX OH He Haméen. OHU BCE UK U [IUIU B JIEC, IOAAJIBIIE OT
peku. Tyna, rjae nepeBbs CTOsUIM CTEHOM, a MOJ] HOraMU TIPYKU-
HUT MOX. VIATH OBLIO TPYAHO — HOTH 3aIlIeTaINCh, JKUBOT TOJI-
BOJIMJIO OT TOJIOAA, HO OHU LUIM, IOTOMY YTO OCTAHABJIMBATHCS
OBLJIO HEJIB3S.

K Beuepy BbIIILM Ha NONIsSIHY. POBHYI0, CyXyl0, 3aIlUIIEHHYIO
CKaJlaMU C OJTHOW CTOPOHBI U I'YCThIM JiecoM ¢ Apyrou. [locepe-
JWHE POC OTPOMHBIN 1y0, B 00XBaTe — HE MEHbIIe TPEX Yelo-
BEK.

— 3paech, — BbLIOXHY/Ia PropuKa.

Aptemup ornsiziencs. MecTto u npaBia Ka3ajloch 0OCOOEHHBIM:
TUXUM, TETUIBIM, CJIOBHO CaM JIEC PACCTYMHJIICS, YTOOBI 1aTh UM
3TOT KyCOYEK 3EMJIU.

— 3)16CI), — COTIJIaCHJICA OH.

[lepBbiii 11as1aln COOpyAUIN U3 BETOK U JanHuka. Hatackammu
MXa, YTEIUIMJIA KaK MOIVIM. BHYTpH maxjio XBOEH U CBIPOCTBIO,



HO 3TO OBLJIO JIy4Ille, YeM OTKPhITOe HeOO.

Eny vickanu riae npuaétcs. ApTeMuj1 Hallén pyden, Harucst
cam ¥ NpUHEC BOIbI B OepecTsiHOM cBEpTKe. Drioprka oOHapy-
JKHUJIA KYCTBI C MEJTIKUMH TEMHBIMH SITOJAMU — KHCJIOBAThIE, HO
cbeiobHble. [Totom nonasncs rpud, morom eme oauH. Jlec Kop-
MHUJI, HO CKYTIO, ITPOBEPSISt MX HA MPOYHOCTb.

[Tporio HECKONbKO Helelb, MPekIe YeM OHHM PEelIrINCh
CTPOUTDb HACTOSALIEE KUIbE. APTEMU/ IPUCMOTpEI iepeBLa Io-
MOJIOXKe, HaYaJl BaJUTh UX, 00pyOaTh cyubs. Paborta nuta men-
JIEHHO — TOMOpa He ObLJI0, TOJIKO OCTPBIN KAMEHb J1a HOX, KO-
TOPBIN YyAOM COXPAHWICS B KapMaHe.

dopuka Tackana Mox, cobupaia IJIMHY Yy pyubsi, TUIeIa Be-
pEBKM 13 Kpanubbl. [1o Beyepam OHU BIMIIUCH C HOT, 3aChINAIN
B IIIaJ1aIlIe ¥ JJaKe He CIIBIIIAIN HOUHBIX 3BYKOB.

K ocenn mom Owut ToTOB. KpMBOBaTHId, C MOACIENIOBATHIM
OKOILIKOM, HO TEIJIbIA, COMTHII Ha coBecTb. [leub croxuIm u3
KaMHEW U IVIMHBI, ¥ KOI/1a OTOHb BIIEPBbIE BECEJIO 3aILIACAI BHYT-
pu, PropukKa 3aruiakaa.

— Toi yero? — ucnyrasicsa Apremus,.

— Or cuactbsi, — yJBIOHYJIACh OHA CKBO3b CIIE3BI. — ITO



gat noMm. [Tonnmaenis? Hai.

Pebsita pasoBasiuch KaxaoMy COBMECTHOMY COOPYKEHHMIO,
KaXJI0i 0OIIel MbICIU, TOHUMAaHUIo Apyr apyra 6e3 cinoB. OHu
CTPOMJIM CBOW MUP.

IlepBast ux 3UMa BblJaJ1aCh CHEXKHOM, XOJIOIHOU, HO OHU Te-
PEXWIN. ApPTEeMU]] HAyYUJICS CTABUTh CUJIKM Ha 3ai1IeB, U3peaKa
yIaBaJIOCh MOACTpeUTh NTHily. Proprka Bapuia MoXJIeoKN U3
rprOOB, KOPEHHEB U TOTO, YTO YIABAIOCH TOOBITh.

ITo BeUucpaM CUACIIN Y IICYH, CIyHIa/Iv, KaK 3aBbIBACT BETEDP,
u Moyan. CiioBa OblIU HE HYXHbI — OHHM U TaK 9yBCTBOBAJIN

Apyr apyra.

WHorpa, misans Ha oronb, Propuka JymMana o0 TOM, YTO OCTa-
JI0ch 3a pekort. O nepeBHe, O JOIsIX, KOTOpble MX u3rHam. Oou-
Jla YK€ He KIJIa — TOJBKO JIErKasi ropeyb HaIOMUHAJIA O MTPO-
IUJIOM.

— Mbl HUKOT/Ia HE BEPHEMCSI, — CKa3aJia OHA OJIHAK/IbI.

— A Haio? — oTBETWI ApPTeMMU/I.

U oHa noHsis1a, 4TO OH IpaB.



**'naBa 2. 3gepn.**

Kak-to panHuM yrpom droprika BbllIUIa U3 I0OMA U YKaCHY-
JIach: Ha He€ 1IENT OrPOMHBII Oy phiii Me/IBe/Ib, PhIua yrpOKalolle,
a B crimHe y Hero Obuta crpena. Ctpena Apremuia. OHa KpUKHY-
JIa, HO KpUK 000pBajio HOBOE pelyaHue 3Bepsi. MenBe/b, MoJou-
I K Hell BIUIOTHYI0, OOHIOXaJl €€ M JIACKOBO OTIMXHYJI JIAMOH,
JlaBasi TIOHSATh, YTO OHA eMy He HyxxHa. Ho xorga Bbimesn Apre-
MU/JI, 3BEpb PE3KO BCTAJl HA 3a[HUE JIallbl U NIepeIHel OTILIBBIP-
HYJI MY)KYMHY, TIOKa3bIBasi CBOIO MOIIlb OOUJUUKY.

dopuka nogdexana K MyxKy 1 CIpocuia;

— Trr 3auem ero noxcrpenuin? OH ke Tenepsb. .. pa3HECET Hac.
CMoTpHU, TBOE JIMIIO BCE B KPOBU.

— Jloporas, nmoxoxe, pyka... clomaHa.

— Tak, nagHo, Hao OBl €r0 YTOMOHMTS. S MOMHIO, OTell pac-
CKa3bIBaJI, YTO OHU STOIBI JIIOOAT.

BckouuB, oHa BOekasa B JoM, ObICTPO CXBaTWJIa MOCYAY C Ba-
PEHbEM M aKKypaTHO nojonuia k measeaio. [Ipennoxus emy ja-
KOMCTBO, OHAa OCMOTpeJIa ero PaHy U peliach MOrIaAUTh, a0kl
BBITALIUTH CTPEJTY U 3aJIeUnThb 3Bepsi. MenBe/ib He CONPOTUBIIA-



Cs1, HO BUJIHO OBLITO, 4TO eMy 60sibHO. CaM HaKOHEYHHK OHA W3-
BJIEKJIa U3 CriUHBI 3Bepsi. Ho Ternepk, n3-3a TpaBMbI, OH HE MOT
oXxoTuThCsl. Tak y HUX MOsBUJICS UX OrpoMHBIi [lepc.

YyTth no3xke pedsita MpUpydmiv Kakylo-To JUKYI0 KO3y, TO-
TOM OapaHa, KOTOPBI, TIPhIrasi TI0 CKaJiaM, TIOPaHWICS, a 3aTeM
U BOJIKa. B Takom cocTaBe OHM MPOXKUIIHU JIONTYIO U CYACTIIMBYIO
’KU3Hb JIO OJHOTO Beuepa... TEMHOTrO, XOJIOIHOrO, T0KITUBOrO
Beuepa, KOTOPHIH MEPEBEPHYIT UX KU3Hb.



**'naBa 3. UépHbIH BOJK.**

Beuep Obu1 caMblil 0OBIKHOBEHHBIN. PIIOpUKa, KOTOPOW Ha TOT
MOMEHT OBUIO OKOJIO MATHIECSTH JIET, 3arHajla KO3y B XJIEB U
HAIPaBJISIACh YKe JOMOM IO MPOJIMBHBIM JOKIEM, KaK YCITbI-
11ajga 4ybE-To JbIXaHUEe U IMIENKaHbe YestocTeid 3a cnuHoi. O0ep-
HYBILIKCh, OHa 0OoMJIeNa OT cTpaxa. Ha He€ apurascst orpoMHbIi
YEPHBIN BOJIK, KOTOPBII TOTOB ObLT €€ pasopsaTh. OHa modnen-
HeJla, IepPeKPEeCTHIIACh U NMOYEMY-TO yTaja Ha KOJICHU.

Bapyr BoJIK OCTaHOBWIJICS B TPAIMO3HOM 103€, U Tepel] Hel
HavaJioch TaKOE, Yero OHa HUKOT/IA B KU3HU He Bujena. [llkypa
HayaJsla TPeCKaThCsl Ha 3Bepe, KYCKHU LIePCTU pas3iieTaIuCh B pas-
HbIEe CTOPOHBI, KPOBH MOYTH He OBLIO, CTOSLT 3arax MoTa, TUIOTH 1
Yero-To nepeBapuBIIerocs. M3 mkypsl BoJKa CTas MOKa3bIBaTh-
cs1 MaTbuMK. OH TUIABHO M XaOTUYHO, PhlYa U U3MEHSISCh B raba-
pUTax, BbUIE3AJ U3 LIKYPbI, CJIOBHO poxkiajics u3 rnera. [Torom
000104Ka TeJaa 0OMSIKJIa, M MaJb4MK MepecTyII IKYpY U, Bbl-
PasUTENBHO CBEPKHYB SHTAPHO-KPACHBIMH IJIa3aMH, TIPOU3HEC:

— [pocrute, 51 He X0TeN Bac HaMyrath. $1 XoTen y Bac mompo-
CHUTh HEMHOTO Teruia. $1 HaOITo1ao 3a BaMU He OIIMH JeCSATOK JIeT.
Yo BHI TYT Aenaere? 1o MoM BiajaeHus. S TyT xo3smH. S ToT,
KOTO OOSITCS M OCTeperaloTcsi Te, KTO KMBET Ha ToM Oepery. Uto
BbI TYT Jies1aeTe? — YETKO U TBEPIO CIIPOCHIT MAJIbUMK.



dnopuka, KoTopasi yxke 3a0blia, 4TO Takoe CTpax B JIieCy,
BHOBb ero ucnbitasia. OHa He 3Haja, KaK M CKa3aTh MaJIbUuKy.
Ho Tpsacymumucs rybamu Havana:

— Mni ¢ MYJKEM. .. HAC BbITHAJIM KOrJa-TO AABHO. ..

W TyT OTKpBLIAaCh ABEPD B JIOM, ¥ HA TIOPOT'e TIOSIBUIICS XO35IMH.
dopuka oOepHyJIach.

— Jloporas... 3T0 KT0? — CIPOCUJ CTapHK, OfieBasi YTO-TO
OT JOXIA, U, IIOAOUAA K HEW, caM OOaJIIEell.

— Marern, Tel KT0? TO THI CEMYac. .. BbUIE3 U3 MIKYphI? Tak,
cromn... JlaBaii B IOM, a TO MOIO JKeHy Haryraja. Mel ceidyac BO

BCEM pazbepémcs.

[Tpurnacus rocts B 10M, OH NOCTaBUJI IEPe]] HUM YapKy € BO-
JI0H, TIpUCesT HAIPOTUB U CITPOCKJT:

— To1 oTkyma Tyt u...7

— 4... a Bac OXpaHAJI BCE 3TU OCO3HAHHBIC Balllk I'OAbI HA-
XOXJICHUA B MOEM JIECY.

— Kak 310 — B TBOEM Jiecy? — NepecrpoChil CTapyK.



— A Bor Tak. d npuién k Bam ¢ mupowm. Iloxanyiicra, mpo-
CYIIMTE MOIO LIKYPY, IOBEChTE €€ TaM, I/ie He *KKET COHLE, U 5
yiily, He IPUYUHUB BaM BpeJia.

— A He Jjierye Jim e€. .. — TOJIbKO Hadasa Propuka, kak Ap-
TemMuJ e€ nepeou:

— Her. Ckasaun e napeHb: BBICYIINATh. XOpOILO, S BBICYIILY,
a ThI MIOEUIb.

Apremu[ BHILIET BO ABOP, IPUKKAMAs K TPYAU TSAKENYIO, EIIE
TEIUTYIO IIKYPY. [0k b TOJTBKO UTO KOHUMIICS — KPYIHbIE KaIuln
BCE eIE CPHIBAIMCH C KPBIIIH, 3BOHKO NUIENAs 1o jykam. He6o
OUYMCTUIIOCH, U B pa3pblBax TYY XOJIOAHO MOOJECKUBAIIM 3BE3/IBL.
I'ne-to Bpasneke yxHys1 (puIvH, U JIEC OTBETUI €My TMXHUM, Ha-
CTOPOXEHHBIM IOPOXOM. CTapuK OCTAHOBWICA IOCPEIU IBOPA,
He 3Has, Ky/a CTynuTh. B pykax y Hero Obu1a He MPOCTO IMIKYypa.
OHa ellg XxpaHuia TerIo 3Bepsl, i€ nmaxJia TOu KyTKOU CIIEHOM,
YTO pasblIpajlach Ha IJIa3ax y ero xeHsl. OH caM He BUJEI Ipe-
BpALIEHUs1 — BBICKOUMJI HAa KPUK, KOTIZ1a BCE YK€ KOHUMIIOCh, —
Ho Dropuka, OneqHast, TPACYIIASCS, CMOIJIa BHITOBOPUTD TOJNb-
KO: «OH BbIen u3 Hee. [lonnmaems? Boien». 1 Teneps sTot
«OH» CUJIEN1 Y HUX 32 CTOJIOM, IWJI BOAY ¥ CMOTPEJI CBOUMHU KYT-
KHMMH IJ1a3aMHU, a IIKYpPYy HaJ0 ObUIO KyAa-TO AETb.



OH o0omeén Aom, MpUKKUIbIBas, rae Obl mpucTpouth. Houb
CTosula TEMHAsl, HO TJ1a3a YKe MPUBBIKJIU, 1a M CBET M3 OKOH
naja Ha 3eMJTI0 XKENTHIMU MPSIMOYrojibHuKaMu. CTapuk Hallen
MECTO C I0)KHOM CTOPOHBI — JTHEM TaM COJIHIIE ObIBAeT, HO He
MaJIAT, & YTPOM U BEUEPOM CBET MSATKUH, paccesiHHb. CTeHa
31ech OblIa TIOHAEKHEE, U3 CTaphIX OPEBEH, He THUIIBIX.

ApTtemMu] PUCIIOHUIT IIKYPY K 3a00py, CXOIWI B capaii, Ha-
mapui B TEMHOTE Mapy KPIOKOB — TSKEJbIX, KOBAHbBIX, €IIIE€ OT
OTIIa OCTaMCh. BOWI MX B CTeHy, CTapasich He ITyMeTh, YTOOBI He
pa30ynuTs Jjec. [ToTom npuHEC oxarnky ceHa — camoro JIyyIlero,
CYXOro, QyIIMCTOrO, 4TO IpUnac aJist 00ibHOM Ko3bl. Paccrenun
€ro POBHBIM CJIOEM Ha ILIMPOKOU JOCKE, KOTOPYIO TPUMOCTUJI Ha
JBYX 4ypOaKax.

U TonbKo TOrna B35 IIKYPY.

Omna Opbuta TsKENON. Tspkenee, yem modast qpyrast 3BepuHast
HIKypa, 4TO MOMajagachk emy 3a rofbl B jecy. Mex — 4EpHbIH,
I'yCTOM, C CHHEBAThIM OTJIIMBOM — MEPEJIMBAJICS AAaKE B TEMHOTE,
¥ ApreMuly OKa3ajock, 4T MIKypa EIIE KuBa, ene apiuuT. OH
OepeKHO pacrpaBwl €€, pa3JIoKUI HA CEHe, YTOOBI JIallbl CBUCA-
JI1 cBOOOJIHO, a TOJI0Ba CMOTpEJa B CTOPOHY Jieca.

Ha mur emy nouynusicst ciaOblii 3arax — 3Bepsi, KPOBH U Ue-
ro-TO €IIE, IPEBHETO, He3AeHero. Ho Betep TyT ke nepeMeHnI-



Cd, 1 3aI11ax UCYE3.

ApremMuj OTCTYNUJ Ha IIar, orsnaen ceowo pabdory. IIkypa
BHCEJIa Ha CTE€HE, YEpPHAsi, OrPOMHasl, U B 3BE3JHOM CBETE Ka3a-
JIaCch YaCThi0 HOUM, TPUTAUBIIIEHCS Y CAMOIO JIOMa.

— Hy, Bucu, — ckazan crapuk tuxo. — Pa3 Tak Hajo.

OH nocrosin enEe HEMHOTO, CiyIasi, Kak Jiec ABIIUT TOoce
JOK /151, TOTOM Pa3BEPHYJICS U MOIIENT B JOM.

BHyTpu 6b110 Terio u cyxo. dnopuka cuaena 3a CToiaom, He
CBOJISI 713 C MJTbUUKA. TOT cHeN HeMOABMKHO, TIONIOKUB PYKHU
niepes1 coO0it, M CMOTpe B OfIHy TOuKy. Korma Apremu Bommen,
OH TIOAHST IJ1a3a — SIHTapHBIE, UyTh CBETAIIUECS B MOJyMpaKe.

— Bricpixaer, — KOpOTKO cKa3ajl ApTeMuJl, YCaKUBasCh HA
naBky. — Ilox cenom. Kak nmpocuir.

Mauibuuk KUBHYJI. YyTh 3aMETHO, HO B TOM KMBKE OBLIO UTO-
TO TIOXOXee Ha OnaromapHocTh. M B JOMe CHOBa CTajlo THIXO.
TonbKkO MOTPECKUBA OrOHb B TEUH J1a 32 CTEHOW THXO IIyMell
Jiec, TPUHMMAsI HOBOT'O JKUJIblIa B CBOEM CEp/LIe.

Hakonen TuiviHy oO60opBaia crapyiika, BCTaB U CKa3aB:



— ¢ Bac cefiuyac HaKOPMJIIO, TTPOCTH, MAJIBIII, €CTh TOJBKO
pbiOHast ox1€0ka. CeroHs Mbl HUYETO, KpOMe PhIOBI, K COXa-
JIEHUIO, HE TTOMMAJIN.

— Bul ennibTe, s Balily ety He TPOHY.
— MBblI Tebs1 yrommaem, POCHUM.

Manpuuk XOTeNn YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO €ro MOJTYaHUE TMpepBal
TOHKUH, HATOSTUBBIA THCK. Mpbiib. OnsATh 3a0panach B JIOM,
UCKaJla TEIIOro MecTeuka mnocje Aoxas. Propuka MOMOpIIU-
Jlach — TPETUH pa3 3a MecsIIl, Hao ObI I1Ie/IM 3ajies1aTh, — HO He
HIEeJIOXHY/Iach. Manbuuk NOBEpHYJI rojioBy. OJHO IBUKEHUE —
Takoe OBICTPOE, UTO CTAPUKH JIaXke He ycreau MOprayTh. OH co-
pBaJICs C MECTa, ¥ B TOT )K€ MUT B YTy, [JIe BO3WJIACH MBIIIb, pa3-
JIaJICsl TTYXOU IIEeTYOK. A MOTOM MaJIbuMK YKE€ CHJIET Ha MPex-
HEM MecTe.

B pykax ero, 3axartast MeX UIMHHBIX, HEECTECTBEHHO OJie/I-
HBIX MaJIblIeB, OMIach cepast Mbiiib. Ho cTpaIiHo ObLIo He 3TO.
CrpartirHo ObUIO TO, YTO MAJIBIIBI 3T BAPYT CTATN UHBIMUA — W3-
TOJT HOT'TE! BBUIE3JU JUTMHHbIE, YEPHbIE, 3aTHYThIe KOI'TH, TYCK-
JI0 OJIECHYBIIIE B CBETE TICUH.

ManbuMk MocMOTpes Ha MBIIIb CIIOKOMHO, J1a)K€ PaBHOMYIL-
Ho. [ToToMm, Ge3 BCSIKOTO yCHusi, OTKPYTHJI €i TOJIOBY — XPYCT-



HYJIO TUXO, HO OTU4ETMBO. [lomHEC K rybam, nmpumnan K Kporied-
HOU paHKe U 32 HECKOJIbKO CEKYH]I BBIIUJI BCE, UTO B Hell ObLIIO.

KpoBb TOHKOI CTpyHKOW CTeKJa MO ero noadopojaKy, HO OH
Jaxe He BeITep. [IoToM, BCE Tak ke He IJIsA/1s1 HA CTAPUKOB, pa3-
JKaJl AJIbLIBI U BBIKAHYJI TYIIKY B OTKPBITO€ OKHO. MBIIIb HUIEM-
HYJIaCh IIE-TO B TPABE, U JIEC TYT K€ NPUHSII €€ — 3alllypLIaJio,
3aBO3UJIOCH, KTO-TO MEJIKHMIA U TOJOHbINA TIO100past J0ObIUY.

Manbuuk nosepHysics k croiny. Kortu yxke BTSHYIUCD, Najb-
IIbI CHOBA CTAJIM OOBIYHBIMH — TOHKHUMHM, MOUYTH AETCKUMH. OH
00Bén B3r1si0M PIOpUKyY U ApTeMu/ia, ¥ B ITOM B3IJIsijie He Obl-
JIO HY BBI30Ba, HU CTpaxa, HU Aaxke JIOOOMBITCTBA. TOBKO CIO-
kovictBre. COKOMCTBHE TOrO, KTO BCEra TaK JKWJI.

— IlIpocrute, — cka3zay oH TuX0. — 51 He XOTen Bac Myrark.
[Tpocro... 51 TaK em.

dnopuka nepesesna apixaHue. OHa He 3aKpUyala, He OTIIAT-
Hy/lach. TOMBKO IOJIOKWIA PYKY Ha CTOJ JIQJIOHBIO BBEPX —
JKECT, MOHATHBIN JTIOOOMY )KUBOMY CYILIECTBY.

— Emb, — ckazana oHa npocto. — Mbl He cyapu Teoe.

ApremMuz Momya KMBHYJ. B rosoBe y HEro Kpyrwiach OjHa
MBICIIb: «Koro Mbl nmpuiotun?» Ho BCIyX OH HUYEro He CKa3all.



ToJIbKO NOZIBUHYJI K MQJIBUMKY YapKy C BOJIOW.
— Ileii, — 6ypknyn oH. — [locie Takoro muTh OXOTa.

MauibuuK B351J1 YapKy, OTIHII IJIOTOK M CHOBA 3aMep, IJIsi/isl Ha
OrOHb. A B TpaBe, TaM, IJI€ BaJIsIJIACh MEPTBAasi MBIIIb, yKE XO35I1-
HUYaJl HOYHOM Jiec, TPUHUMAsI TOT CTpaHHBIA aap. Houb BCTy-
rasia B CBOM ITpaBa, 1 Mopa ObLJI0 JIOKUThCA crath. ['ocTs pa3me-
CTWJIA Ha TIeYr, CaMM XO03sieBa MOIIJINA B CBOIO CIAJIbHIO, 3aTBO-
puB 3a coboii 1yooByIo ABepb. Koraa oM cTux, CTapuk CripoCcht
y JKEHBI:

— Hy uto0, yTO AYMaemb o Hamem rocre? MoxeT, OCTaBUM
€ro... OH BCE-TakM emeE peOEHOK, XOTh U C HEMPOCTON CyIbOOH.

— OcraBum, XopoI1o. ApTeMu/l, a €CJii ¥ HaC OH MPUKOHYUT?
Thl BUAEI, 4TO 3TO 3a CYLIECTBO?

— Jla, moporas, BujiesI, HO el Obl OH XOTeJI HaC MPUKOH-
YUTh, TO COXKPas Obl JABHO. 3aBTpa eMy CKakeM O HallleM pellie-
HMU, a cervac JaBay JOKUTHCS CIIaTh.

Tem BPEMCHEM MaJIbYUK KPCEIIKO CIldJI, HO €ro mnmpupoaa, €ro
ITPOKJIATHUEC 3BAJIO €I'0 Ha YJIUILY. MHCTUHKTBI [noaCKa3bIBaJIk, YTO
B JIECY YTO-TO HEJIAJHOC. Ho BIICPBBIC B ’)KU3HU, 3d MHOI'O BCKOB,
OH BBLJIC3 U3 HIKYPBI, MOKA3aJICA YCJIOBEKY U JOBCPUJICSH.



Ho niec 3Ban ero cuibaee. CHavyasa THXO, KaK BETep B BETBSX,
MOTOM HACTOMYMBEE — HU3KUM, BUOPUPYIOIIAM T'yJIOM, OT KO-
TOPOro y MaJIb4MKa CBEJIO CyI0poroi najbiibl. Korru camu Bbi-
CKOJIb3HYJI HAapyXy, BIWIKMCh B JICPEBAHHYIO JIEXKAHKY, OCTaB-
15151 TITyOoKue 60po3/ibl. [71a3a pacriaxHy/IMCh B TEMHOTE, STHTAp-
HbIe, CBETSIIMECS, MOJTHBIE APEBHETO, JKUBOTHOIO yKaca.

Yro-TO ObLIO He Tak. IHCTUHKTHI, BHEBIIIMECS B CAMYIO CYTh
ero cymiectna, Kpuiana o6 onacHoctd. Tam, B jiecy, 3a cTeHa-
MU 3TOTO KaJIKOTO YeJIOBEUYECKOI0 KUJIbsl, TPOUCXOAUIIO TO, UTO
TpeboBaio ero mpucyTcTBus. To, 17 yero oH Obul co3nal. To,
PaJy Yero ero MpoKJISUIIH.

OH cen, mpucymMBasch. B jomMe ObUIO THXO — TOJIBKO TIO-
TPECKMBAJIM AOTOpAIoIIKe IpoBa B MeUr, Ha KOTOPOW OH JIeXKaJl.
Crapuku He cipbimany 30Ba. OHU ObUTH JTIObMU, X YA ObUTA
3aKpBITHI JIS TOJI0Ca Jieca.

OH nomkeH ObL1 BeTath. JloykeH ObLT BBIATH, COAPATh C TBO3-
151 MKYpy, HaJeTh e€ M CTaTh TeM, KeM ObLT BCerjia — TEHbIO,
CTpaxoM, BOJIKOM. Jlec :kaajt CBOero Xo3simHa.

Ho oH He aBuraics.

BHCpBHe 3a MHOI'O BEKOB OH HC ITOAYMHUIICA 30BY. BHCpBbIC



3a COTHHM JIET OJIMHOYECTBA, CKUTAHUI, CMEPTEN U POKJICHUIN OH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI TO, YETO HE JJOKEH ObUT YyBCTBOBATH HUKOT/IA.

Tenno. dosepue. oM.

OH 3akpbu1 [J1a3a, ¥ Nepe]l BHYTPEHHUM B30POM BCTAJIM JIU-
1a Tex, KTO caefial ero TakuM. Matb — npocTast KeHIIUHa, KO-
TOpasi B y’Kace OTIIATHY/IACh OT MJIaieHIa ¢ Kiabikamu. Oterl —
MOJTYKPOBKA, YTO UCYE3 B JIECY, HE BbIIEPKaB JBOWHON MPUPO-
Jbl. CTapeniyHbl BAMIIMPCKOTO POJa, YbM Iojioca 10 CHUX Iop
3ByYaJld B €ro rojioBe:

«Hukorna He cHumail mkypy nepes yenoBekoM. Hukoraa He
CIIM TIOZ, OIHOM KPBIILIEN C TEMH, KTO HE 3HAET TBOETO MMEHHU.
Huxkorna He nosepsii. IHauye MpokJIsiTHe COXPET TeOs1 U3HYTPU,
Y JIEC OTBEPHETCS OT TeOs1 HABEKU».

OH Hapyumi 310. Bee Tpu 3anpera. 3a O1HY HOYb.

U rtenieps niec 3Bai ero, Tpedys orBera. TpeOys kposu. Tpe-
Oys, YTOOBI OH BCITOMHHMJI, KTO OH Ha CAMOM JIeJIe.

MasibuuK Cckajacsi B KOMOK Ha TEIUION Meuu, 3aXumas yiim
pyKam#, HO TOJIOC Jieca He CIyIIaicsi — OH 3ByYasl BHYTpH, B
KaXJIOM KJIETKE €r0 TPOMHOM, MPOKJISTON MPUPOIHI.



— 4 3Ha10, — mnporenTay OH B TEMHOTY. — ¢l 3Ha10, 4To
JoikeH uary. Ho... MOKHO MHE ITOOBITh 3[1€Ch €I11IE HEMHOTO?

3a nBepblo criasibHu ObUTO THXO. CTapuKy criaiv, He 3Hasi, Ka-
Kasi OMTBa Pa3BOPAYMBAETCS B yIIIe TOTO, KOTO OHU MPUIOTHIIH.
OnHu gaxe He MOAO3PEBATH, UTO STOT MAIBYUK — TOT CaMbIi
Jiec, KOToporo 0osiack jiepeBHs. TOT camblid, 4TO HaOMOAAN 32
HUMHM BC€ 3TH rofibl. TOT camblii, 4YTO MOT Obl YOUTb UX B TY ke
CEKYHAY, KaK MepecTyIu Mopor.

Ho ne youn. Bnan octancsa. CnuT Ha UX Ne4Yd, CKUMASICh B
KOMOK OT 00JTH, KOTOPYIO HE MOTYT ITOHSITH JIIO/IHM.

Jlec momuas. TosnbKo BeTep 3aBbLI CUJIBHEE, 1A TIE-TO JAJIEKO
yXHYJI (pritH. Majbuuk JE€r 00paTHo, i B oTosok. Ctapu-
KM OBbLITM 3allepThl B CBOEH CIajibHE, HO OH YyBCTBOBAJ MX IPH-
CYTCTBUE — JIBa TUXMX, POBHBIX JbIXaHMs, ABA KUBbIX CEPALIA,
JIBa TeTIa, KOTOPBIe COTPEBAJIU €ro JIydllle 000 Mevn.

" B aTOM IMpOCTOM, HCOCO3HAHHOM TECILJIC OBLIIO 6OJ'II>I_HG, 4eM
BO BCEX BEKAX €ro OECKOHEYHOIO OIMHOYCCTBA.

I'ne-To r1yGOKO BHYTPH MPOKJIATHE 3aCKPEXKETaNo, 3aBOPO-
YaJIOCh, HO MTOKA — TOJIBKO MOKa — OTCTyNWJIO. [laBas emy o1y
HOYb. ITY MAJIEHbKYI0, HEBO3MOXXHYIO MEPE/IBILIKY.



A 7nec Bcé xxman. Jlec Bcerna xaer.

HayTpo crapuku, MpOCHYBIIUCH U BBl B TOCTUHYIO, aXHY-
JIM: TIOUTH BCsl Mevb ObUIA UCIIaparaHa, a MaJbyMK JieKall, CBe-
CHBIINCDH O€3 CUJI, KOTTH TOpUYaTH U3-1of oestiia. OHU akKypar-
HO TIONPABUJIM €T0, YKPbUIM U MOLUIX 3aBTpakars. Ho nx 3anmax
pa30yaui ero. 3anax KpoBH, 3arax >KU3HU — TOT CaMblid, OT KO-
TOPOro OH OeXkaJl COTHH JIeT.

BckouunB, OH mocnenoBa 3a X03s€BaMu JIOMa, CEJ1 C HUMHM 3a
CTOJI U CITPOCHUII:

— Bbl ipocTuTe, 51 ceroaHs yuay. S MICOPTUIT HOUBIO Balle
uMyiectso. [leus... g Halloy TOro B JEpEBHE, KTO €€ Mepesio-
KHUT.

H(CHIJ_[I/IHa HCKHO TTOJIOKNJIA CBOIO PYKY Ha JIaJOHb MaJIbUMKa
M CKa3aJia:

— Her, Tonbko He moau. OHM HAC MHOTO JIET Ha3a/1 U3rHAJIN
U3 cBoeil JiepeBHU. 3a Hary o0oBb. Ho Benb cepaity He npu-
Kaxelb. M Tenepb s OTBEYal0 Ha TBOM BOMPOC — MMEHHO U3-
32 JIIOAEW MBI )KMBEM B TBOEM Jiecy. Thl HAC HE MPOTHAJI, Thl HAC
npuHsi1. U cnacan, npasaa, He 3Haem ot vyero. Ho cnacu6o Te-
Oe 3a TBO€ Ooraroe cepaile. Kak teds 30ByT? Mbl ¢ Apremunom
Jaxe He CIIPOCHUIIH BUepa TeOs1 HA O YEM — HACTOJIBKO MbI OBUTH



1o BIIC4YaTJIICHUEM.
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