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T. BoponoBa. «Kusnb, cMepTh, TI0OOBbh U HEMasl CIICHA»

Tarbsana BopoHoBa
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Tamwvana Boponosa
Kuznb, cMepTh, JJI000BHL U HEMasI CIleHa
Pacckasvl U nvecwl

Hac nBoe

[To3Bosb IpEeCTaBUTHCA. . .

Bripouem, stydriie st He Oyay 3Toro jaenatb. He motomy, 4To Tak HEBEXKJIUB, YTOOBI 3aCTaBJISITh
TeOs1 TPaTUTh BpeMsI Ha OOIIIEHNE C HE3HAKOMIIEM. .. HO eClr OBl ¢ TOOOH CIIyYHIIOCh TO ke, YTO U CO
MHOM, — THI OBI caM ceOe ITOro He MO3BOJIMIL.

Jla ¥ KTO U3 HAC CTaHeT TBOMM 3HakoMmbiM? Hac nBoe, meHst [BOE; HO C OIHUM Thl MTPOCTO
HE 3aX0yYelllb Pa3roBapuBaTh — OH JIIOOOMY, Aaxke cede rajoK, — a BTOPOU IMOUTH yMep BO MHe: ellie
HEMHOT'0, M €r0 coBceM He ctaneT. Camoe CTpalllHOe — 33JJaBJIeHHBII CBOEN HOBOU, OTBPAaTUTEIHHOM
CYIITHOCTBIO, S BCE e MHOT/Ia BCIIOMUHAIO, YTO ObLT KOT/Ia-TO UHBIM. . .

JIIOTOCTh, JIOTOCTh MOSI, YasIIasi MeperapoM CTapoCTy W TOe/aroIiasi MEHsI MOUM Ke COO-
cTBeHHBIM siyoM! S Bech 3apoc miepcThio, rpyOoid, KOPUYHEBOH IIePCThIO, — HO OHA YK€ HauMHAeT
BBITIAJIaTh, OOHAKAsI 331y0esylo IepIIaBylo KOXY, MOKPBHITYIO XKEJITOBATON Yellyel, Kak KOPOCTOM.
MHe XOJOIHO; S TMPUKPBUT Obl ceOsl MepenoHYaThIMKU KPbUThbIMU B OOPOJABKaX, OHU IMUPOKU —
HO YK€ He OCTaJIOCh CUJI MOAHATh MX. CKOpo — 0-0, YHMKeHHe! — UX HACKBO3b W3IPHIZYT MBIIIN
Y TPUMYTCS TIOTOM 3a MOUM JUIMHHBIA TOJIBI XBOCT, COBCEM HE MPU3HAB B HEM IIOYTH TaKOU
Ke, Kak U y Hux camux! Tosbko, moxanyi, modospie... Kibky, Topyarme ux macTd, movep-
HEJIM U THUIOT, OOJb CBEp/UT (IOYeMy-TO BCerjga Mo Hodam) modtu Oe3 mepepwiBa. MHOW pa3 s
OT Hee TOTOB 3eMJII0 HACKBO3b MPOOYPaBUTh — a BMECTO ITOrO TOJBKO JISKY W Iaparmamo... Ja
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Kako€ TaM Hapariaro, rnmpocTo IMPOBOXKY IO 3€MJIC KOI'TAMU BpEMA OT BPEMEHU: OHH BEAb TOXKE Clia-
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ThI He xouernb cMoTpeTh Ha MeHs1? CtpaniHo, n1a? Mep3ko? [Tonumaro. .. A Beb ObUIO Bpems,
KOrJia s HU4eM OT TeOsl He OTIndascs. bosbiie Toro — Tel Obl MHE MOT [T03aBH/I0BATh.

Jla 1 KTO OBbI He 3aX0Te OBITh IOXOKUM Ha MEHS, XOTsl Obl HEMHOTO, — KOI/Ia He 3HAJI HaIeXk-
Hee M UCKycHee MeHsl BomHa BO BceM MoxkkeBenoBoM Kpawo? Tak, KakeTrcs, Ha3bIBAIMCH HAIIA
MecTa. .. BOJOTHUCTHIN ceBepHBI Kpaii, 00KaMU BHIXOASIIUN K MOPIO. Y CaMOU ero KpOMKH — OTPOM-
HBIM CepbIMH OOPOJIaBKaMH B BOJIy BITMBAIOTCS CKAJIbI — Y OIHOW U3 HUX 5 ceivac 3ajer. ..

41 61 KOTIa-TO YenoBekoM. Kak u Bce, umen xkeHy... Kpacusylo, mogymaenis Thi? [la moxa-
JIyH, pellkoi KpacaBHIlel oHa He ObUIa; BOT TOJIBKO I71a3a Y JKeHbI OB TOUHO OCOOCHHBIE: YHMCThIC,
YepHble, sICHbIE, KaK BOJIa B KOJIOMIIE, KOr/la IIOCMOTPHIIb Ty/1a HOYBIO. .. U JIHA UM HE BHUJIHO.

OTra s TUIWIICS B paHHEW MOJIOIOCTH, KOT/Ia TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO HAYUMJICS CHOCHO BJIAJIETh OPY-
KHMEM; HO MaTh XWJIa CO MHOU BCe BpeMsl. 3/I0pOBbe S YHACIIENOBA OT Hee, & POCTOM M CTaThio —
Toies B oTiia. MaTh 4acTo roBOpuIia MHE 00 9TOM, a KeHa — 51 B3sUI €€ COBCEM MOJIOJION — MPUIyMaJia
ce0Oe Takylo 3a0aBy: 3aCTaBisjia MEHs, KOrJja Mbl CUEIM BEYepPOM JIOMa, MOBOPAYMBATHCS K CBETY
¥ TOBOPHJIA TIPU TOM, OyATO OOO/IOK 3padka y MeHs 4yThb-4yTh cepeOputcs. He 3Hato, mpaBaou
9TO OBLJIO — TaK yTBEPXKJIaia MOsI JKeHa, a JKEHIIMHAM, OCOOEHHO BTIOOJIEHHBIM, TPYAHO B YeM-JIUOO
BEPHTh.

K tomy xe meneps MoM r1a3a yx TOYHO He OymyT cepeOputhbes... CBemioe, cepoe, 3eJIeHoe —
BCE OCTAJIOCh BOKPYT MeHsI: He0O, CKaJlbl, MOpe, TJIajiKasi Tajbka, pbi0a, MPOMENIbKHYBITIAs B BOJIC. . .
Bce, — HO TONBbKO He Mo T71a3a! OHM kKaJHO PACKPHIBAIOTCS TOMY, UTO BUIISAT: CBETIIOE, Cepoe, 3elie-
HOE TUICIIETCS] U OJIECTUT Tiepe/i HUMHU, TPOKUT U JBMIKETCS, U TUXO Te4eT OJHO B JAPYroe, CJIOBHO
3aIOJTHSS JIO CAMBIX BEK MOM IJ1a3a. .. HO OHU TMO-TIPeKHEMY OCTAIOTCS TYCKJIO-UYePHBIMU, OYATO TPO-
BaJIbI IBYX MIPOTOPEBIINX YTOJBHBIX SIM. ..

1 6B KOTIA-TO YesioBekoM. be3 MeHst He 0OXOMIICS] HU BOSHHBIN TIOXOJI, HA TTpa3aHUK. [laxe
MOU COMIEPHUKU — OBUIO BUIHO IO WX JIMIAM, YTO ¥ OHHM UCIIBITHIBIN TAHHYIO TOPIOCTh 32 MEHs,
Korja s mooexan Ha COCTsI3aHusAX. .. M XoTs 000 MHe He COUMHSIN TeCeH — MO3TOB y HAac OBbLIO
MaJio, — a Kak/1asi BTopas KeHIIIMHA He MeuTajia 000 MHe JieHb M HOUb, — Bce B MoxkeBeioBoM Kparo
3HAJIA: €CJIM HArpsiHeT OMACHOCTh, — UM OOSIThCSI HEUero. 3Haj U s.

ITO MeHS U MOryOuJIo.

[Ipouuto aBa roga ¢ Tex nop, Kak A keHWcs, — koraa B Kpaio MoxKeBeJIbHUKOB CIIyYnIach
Oena. Y ceBepo-3araHOi OKOHEYHOCTH — KaK pa3 TaMm, I7e s ceiiuac 0OMTaI0 — 3aBeJIOCh YYOBUIIIC.

HuxkTo He 3Ha, OTKy/a OHO TOSIBUJIOCH M KAKUM ITyTEM — BO3JIyXOM WM MopeM. HUKTO He
3HAJ, KaK OHO B JIEHCTBUTEIBHOCTH 3Bajiochk. Ho J1Ba ci0Ba — «MOXHATBIN APAKOH» — TIOMOJI3IH TIO
CeJICHUSIM, | JIIOOOM OT 3TUX CJIOB TPUXOIWI B yKac, Jake eCIIA caM CTOMJI TI0KUHBI YMEJTbIX BOMHOB.
Jliomy HavYamyM mporajaTh OAWH 32 APYIMM. 32 KOPOTKOE BpeMsl HAIllM Kpas OXBATWJIO CTPAIITHOE,
AyIaiiee CMsITeHUe: TOJIBKO 00 OTHOM BCE MOIJIM — U BCE OOSTUCH TOBOPHUTD.

Han Kpaem MosxkeBeTbHIKOB, Kak 00JIAKO OOJIOTHBIX TIAPOB, CTOST 3JIOBEIIHH 1ernoT. Kakue-
TO CJIyXH JIOXOIWJIM U J0 HAc. DTO ObLT SIBHO HEe OOBIYHBIN JPAKOH — K HUM-TO MBI ITPUBBIKJIA: OHU
TYT BCe BpeMs Ty/Ia-Clofla HOCSITCS, ¥ y OOJIBIIIMHCTBA TIOKA YMa XBaTaeT, YTOOBI He TIOJILIXaTh OTHEM
Be3Jie, Ie TOJIBKO B TOJIOBY B30OpeaeT. JIroOOo MabIil U3 HAIIIMX MECT, €CJIM YBUIUT APAKOHA, UCITY-
raeTcs ero He 0oJbIle OOBIKHOBEHHOW BOPOHBI. BOOOIIIE cyIiecTBa OHM YMHBIE M TIO-CBOEMY JIPYKe-
TMOOHBIE; 2 YK O IPaKOHAX-TIOI0eaX HAKOT/IA B HAIIUX KPasiX ¥ He CIIBIIIAIIH.

Tem Oonee Bce ObUIM HAITyraHbl, KOTJA MOSIBUIICS OH. XOTS HA OJUH U3 MOHMX 3eMJISIKOB HE
MOT B TOYHOCTHU OITUCATh 3TO UyAMIIE: TOT, KTO MOKA OCTaBAJICS IIeJ, MEHbIIIe BCEro XOTeJ C HUM
MOBCTPEYAThCS; HY & Te, KTO BUEJIH ero BOJIN3U, — MOHSTHOE JIEJI0, MaJIo YTO yKe MOTJIU PacCKa3aTh.
[NoroBapuBaiu, OJHAKO, YTO C BUIY STOT MpUIIEsel] ObLT TIOX0X Ha KPbICY HEBUIAHHBIX Pa3MepoB,
HO TeJIO Y Hero ObLJIO BHITSHYTO, KaK y HACTOSIIIETO IPAKOHA, a TI0 O0KaM rpeMesv ITUPOKUE KECTKHE
KPBUTbsI — CJIOBHO TIPEAYNPEXAast O ero NosiBjeHuH. TONbKO criaceHus OT HEero Bce PaBHO He OBLIO.

CBo10 10OBIYY MOXHATHIA BBHIC/IC)KUBAT MTHOBEHHO, MOJIHUEHOCHO MPHUOIMKAJICA K 3eMyie —
OTIepe/IUTh YyAUIIe He CyMes Obl HUKTO — M 3aXBaThIBAJT YeJIOBEKa, IPUYEM He JIallaMH, a JJTMHHBIM
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Y3KMM XBOCTOM, KaK IeTyiei. § CIbla, 9YTo OH y IpakoHa 'MOKUI U KPEMKUM, TOYHO KHYT; HaBep-
HsIKa MHOTHME 3aJbIXaJIFCh B €r0 THUCKaX ellle 10 JOpOore B APaKOHbE JIOTOBO. A ¢ TeMH, KTO TOMaaa
TyJa >KUBBIM, JPAKOH BBITBOPSUI... TYT 51 He 3HAJI, HACKOJIBKO 3TOW MOJIBE BOOOIIE MOKHO BEPUTh.
T'oBopwITH, OYATO SI3BIK Y HOBOSIBJIEGHHOTO UYJMIIA JUIMHHBIN W Y3KU, KaK Y Me/IBe/Isl, a He pa3/iBo-
€HHBII JPaKOHMA, — Oy/ITO MOMMaHHBIE UM YMHPAIOT HE TO OT €0 SI0BUTOM CIIIOHBI, HE TO OT Hele-
PEHOCHMOTO ykKaca, — Hy a JPaKoH U Majaibio He OpesryeT... MHoro yero roopui. Ho b B
OIHOM COMHEHHIA He OBbUTO: YOMBaJI OH M3OIIPEHHO, — CJIOBHO 00JIa/1aT pa3yMOM.

OTKyaa TonbKo Opanuch Takue ciayxu?.. Uto B HUX ObLIO MpaBIOH, a YTO — BBIIYMKaMH JOCY-
Kux crapukoB? Heyxkemu KOMy-TO yaanoch YUTH OT JpaKOHa KMBBIM — WJIM HAILIMCh XpaOperpl,
CYMEBIIIE €rO BBICJACUTh M OCTaThCsl He3ameueHHbIMU?.. U rae oHo oOuTasio, 310 4YyloBUINE, —
OTKYJa OHO TOSIBJISUIOCHh M KyJa YHOCHIIO obuTateneil MoxskeBenoBoro Kpas?.. S1 ve mobdosiicst Obl
MONTH Ha KOCMATOroO M B OIMHOUKY, — HO KaK MCKaTh TOTO, Yero He 3Haelb? U He nqoxumarees xe,
TIOKa XKECTKUE KPbUIbsl 3arpeMsIT HaJl TBOEW KPBIIIeH — MOJ] KOTOPOW ¢ TOOOW KUBYT cTapasi MaTh U
’KEHa Ha CHOCSIX.

Ho... Bce-taku noxpamice. CriepBa — OIMH Halll OXOTHHK YIIeJT Ha MPOMBICEN, 1a TaK M He
BepHyJics. [IoTOM rae-To y U3J1yYrHBI JIECHOW PeKr OOHAPYKHUIIU €r0 Carlor — BUAHO, C HOTY CBAJIAJICS,
KOrja... A CIycTs mapy Heelb B HallleM CEJIeHUM TMOSBUIICS He3HaKOMeIl — SIBHO Oerviell: Koxa Ha
pPyKax M HOrax COfpaHa, CCaJvHbl Ha JIMIE, OfekIa — B JIOCKYTHI, a B IJ1a3ax... VIX HEBO3MOKHO
omnucarb, 3TU ra3a. TOJbKO OHU O MIEPEKUTOM YKace M MOIJIM PAcCKa3aTh — MX XO3MH TOBOPUTD
Kak Oy[ITO pa3yduics.

W torpa s pemmiics. Hago 6010 OTBICKATh YyJOBUILE U IPUKOHYUTD €ro, — OKa OHO He OITy-
crommio Bech MosxkeBesioBbiid Kpaii. §1 Bei3Basicst cam. [Ipyrux cMenpuakoB He HaIuioch. ToT Ger-
JIell TIPUIIIeT TI0 A0pOore, BeAYyIel Ha ceBep. 3HAUUT, HAI0 ObUTO UATU TY/A.

B nenb, koraa st coOpasicsi B myTb, TPOBOANTD MEHSI BBICHINANIO YyTh JI HE BCe cesieHre. Mab-
YHIIKY BO30YXKJEHHO HIYIIYKaJIUCh, OTKPOBEHHO IJ1a3esl HA MOM Meu, BUCSIIINIA Ha HOBOU NIepeBsI3H,
— CTapUKH KavaJy TOJIOBAMH U OITYCKAaJIM IJ1a3a.

Brpyr u3 Tonmsl mokaszaiachk crapyxa — Takasi ApeBHsIsl, 4TO, HABEPHOE, YKe JIET JeCATh TaJIbIle
CBOETO Mopora He Bhinon3ana. 51 ee paHpiiie 1 He BUAeN HU pa3y. Ho oHa npubmmkanach UMEHHO KO
MHE, He TOBOPSI IIPH STOM HH CJIOBA, — M sl HEBOJIBHO OCTAHOBUJICS B OJKMJAHUM.

— Ha uynuine Boimen? — cripocuia oHa cpasy M HampsiMylo. S Jaxke He ycres Mmo3/10poBaThCs
— HO €M, TIOXOXe, U He ObUTM HYXXHBl MOH TTPUBETCTBUSI.

— a, matymka. TonbKoO Tie ero UcKath — KTO Obl MHE CKa3all. ..

— Crapuk 3HaeT, — otBeTH/Ia Oadka. — [IpsAMO TOIBKO MM, He TIOBOpAYMBail HUKYA, U OTKe
K MOPIO AE€PKUCh. TaMm ero u yBUIUIIIb.

— Kakoii crapuk?.. — pacrepsijics 5.

— Yro mex Jiecom U MopeM kuBeT. — CTapyxa MoBepHYJIach KO MHE CIIMIHOW M 3aKOBBLISUIA
00paTHO: TOXO0ke, OHA PEeIInIIa, YTO CKazajla MHE BCe.

— Wy craprika, — 0TO3BajICs KTO-TO U3 TOJMMBL. $1 HE BUJIEN CKA3aBIIEro: MOXKET, 3TO B MOei
rOJIOBE MPO3BYYAJIO, a TIOKA3aJI0Ch — OYATO CO CTOPOHBI.

... 5 Tponyncs B myTh. Tpy JHS 5 1I€1, HUKOTO 10 JOPOre He BCTPETHB: JAaXe MTHUIA He MPo-
JieTajia HaJl TOIOBOM, Jaske sIepKa He MeJibKasla y MeHs 1oji Horamu. Kto pacryrai ux — yx He MOX-
HaTbl Ju? Bpems oT BpeMeHu 51 OeCIOKOWHO BIVISIIBIBAJICS B HEOO, — HO M OHO OCTaBAaJIOCh ITyCTHIM,
YHUCTHIM U OECTPEBOKHBIM.

Ha tpernii nens mytu s yBuaen ero. Toro, 0 KoM roBopuiia crapyxa U3 Haiero cenaeHusi. OH
cuzen Ha OOJBIIIOM KaMHe, TIOKPBITOM PbIKEBATO-OyphIMU ISITHAMU MXa; CUEN CIIMHOM K JIECHOU
yare 1 JIMIOM — K MOpIO, TIPSIMO U HETIOABUKHO, CIIOBHO BUJIEN JPYToi ero Oeper U BhICMaTpUBa
YTO-TO HA HEM.

Sl cpasy MoHsuI, YTO 3TO TOT caMblil cTapukK. [1o BUAy OH HUYEM He OTIMYAICS OT OOBIYHOTO
pbIOOTIOBA, a 1 ofieT ObLT Tak ke. Ho, mpuOIM3UBIIUCE, 1 3aMETHII, UTO €ro TyCTasi CeIMHa TO BAPYT
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roy0OBaTOi MOKAXETCs, TO 3eJIEHOBATOM — a TIOTOM BHOBb Cepo-Oefiasi, Kak CJIeKaBIIMIACS CHET.
Byaro u He BUJEN Thl HUYETO.

41 nmopomen k Hemy U octaHoBwics. Ctapuk oOepHyscsa. OH HUYEro He CIPOCHIT U JIake He
yIUBHJICS, Oy/ITO M paHblIle MEHsI BCTpevall.

— Ha moxHaroro pakoHa ujelb, — ckasai crapell. — [1o noOpoii Bosie uzenib. Toabko qoporu
HE 3Haelllb.

1 XoTen ObIJIO OTBETHTH, HO TIOHSUI, YTO TYT HE 5 IOJKEH PacClpalnBaTh: CTApUK U 0e3 MEeHs
BCE HYKHOE CKaXET.

— Jpakon ckopo cam ympet. [lotomy cpeau Jiiofeit u mosiBUIICS.

— Ortkyga?.. — s Aaxe OMeuI.

Crapuk He oTBeTWI. M CHOBa mepeBest B3IIsijl Ha MOpeE.

— Ilyckait ymper — masio i kKora oH ymper! Urto ke Ham Tenepb, CUIIETh U KJaTh, IIOKA OH
BCEX JIIOZIEH B HaIlleM Kpaio neperyouT?

CraprK CHOBa MOCMOTpEJT Ha MEHSI.

— Xouenib YHUITOXKUTH IPaKoHa?

— Ha, xouy!

— Wnu xodens Jiiofei ot Hero criactu?

— Jla pa3Be 310 HE OJHO, oTell?..

MHe noka3ayoch, Oy/ITO CTAPUK YCMEXHYJICS.

— Buxy s, HeT B Tebe crpaxa.

— He npuyuen 60stbes1. inu st He BonH u3 Kpast MoxkeBeJTbHUKOB?

— 3HAYUT, 9mum IPakoH TeOsi He YObeT. ..

Sl HMYero He MOHMUMAJ U3 €ro CJIOB. BHIXOAUT, MOMaBIIMeECs B JIaribl MOXHATOTO — KaK-TO TO-
JIpyromy ymupaim?

A craper| mpoJoKat:

— Crynaii nanbliie, BIOJIL Oepera Mopsi, IoKa cepble CKaJbl repe]] coO0i He yBUIuIIb. J{oirenib
— camyio OOJIBIIIYIO Cpeii HUX BhIcMaTpuBail. Bo3ne Hee apakoHa M.

— A xorja Haiay — Kak youts-to ero? Kyna metuts?

— B mpubpeskHbIX BaJlyHaX MPUTAKCh — OTTY/A 32 HUM ciequ. W 3aroMHu: Crsiumil APaKkoH JTst
Te0s1 He TPO3eH. DTO ThI VIS HETO oraceH Oy/Iellb — eCIU C3aH MOI0M/IEIIb.

— Czagu?.. Otel, HO 51 BOUTENb, a He pa30oNHMK. $1 Ha MOOOro MPOTUBHUKA BCEr/a Ies B
OTKPHITYIO. . .

— ViaTn-T0 MOXHO — J1a He BCSAKOTO MPOTUBHKKA B OTKPHITYIO TOOeAuIIh. [IpHiiie cMerpuakoM
— HE CTaHb QypakoM. He TBOMM MeuoM JIPaKOHBIO IO MepepyOouTh. [IpakoH TOJIBKO XBOCTOM /IO
CBOEH 100BIUYM JOTSAHYThCS U MOkeT. C3a/11 K CIISAIIEMY Yy/IOBHUIIY TIOJONIN — U XBOCT OTCEKU: TaM,
I7ie cepoe KOJBLO MOMepeK Hero MPOXOAUT — TY/IA LIENIbCSI.

— Taxk mpocHeTcst e MoxHaThiii! 1 oT 60 — elie cuibHel pa3bsipuTcs!

— PasBe simepuiia siputcst, ecim CBOM XBOCT y TeOsl B pyKax OCTaBUT?

CnoBa crapuka HEMHOTO MEHsI YCIIOKOUJIH.

— Hy a notom?

— [Torom?.. B kaMHSIX CHIpsAYBCSl — U YXO/AU He3aMeueHHbIM. TBoe J1e/10 UCroyiHeHO. [IpakoHy
yMHUpaTh, He Tede.

— A ecnu oH cHoBa npwiietut? Kak ke Torna mou copoguuu MHe noepsit? [lo3opy He obe-
pelIbesi — He TOJIBKO XBAaCTYHOM, HO Ml TPYCOM OCJIABSAT. ...

— Tebe Tak mopora TBOsI ciaBa’?

§1 He 3HaJ, KaK JIy4llle OTBETUTh — BepHee, OOSIICSI OTBETUTD U... CKa3aTh MPaBJy: 4TO CBOEH
CJIaBOM, KaK HU KPYTH, BCE-TaKU TOPOKY.
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— Toraa BoT uTO emie Beicyai. Jlaxe eciiu IpakoH MpsiMO Ha TBOMX IJIa3aX yMpPET, — HUUEero
JpakoHbero ceOe He 3a0upail. Hu denryiiku ¢ ero yiam, HA BOJIOCKa U3 ero mepctu. U riaBHoe — B
I71a3a JpakoHy HE CMOTPH.

— A 4r0 B HUX? — HE CyMeJl 51 YHATh CBoe HeTeprnieHue. — OHM Tak ykacHbl? Vnu 3arsiHyBIIMNA
B HUX — TYT K€ OKaMeHeeT?

— Moxer, u okameHeeT. Jla TONBKO OT CTpaxa, — KOJM OTHIIIETCS B TeOe cTpax. A He OThI-
iercs. ..

— Yero x Toraa 00AThCS, pa3 He OTHIIIETCS ?

— WcnbithiBath TeOs1 IpakoH Oyaer. He yBuaut 00si3HU, — IPYroe UCKaTh HAUHET.

—Yro, oren?

— Ceoé.

[TpusHaThCS, 1 OMATH HUYETO HE TIOHS.

— Hy a eciu He Haiiger?

Crapuk oTBes B3IJIsAIL.

— A BOT 3TOr0 — HUKTO Tebe He ckaxeT. Ho B r1aza — He cmotpu. [IBepu Oeqie OTKpOeIllb.

— Xoporo, oreri! He ypa3zymelo — Tak xotb 3aromsio! ITporaii!

— IocToii! — OKIMKHYJI MEHSI CTapHK, eBa s U Ha TISATH IIIar0B HE YCIieNl OTOUTHU. $1 oristHyICs.

— Kennl cBoeid... He Kacaiics. Korga BepHenibes.

Tyt yxe HacTasa yepe]] yCMeXHYThCSl MHE.

— Jla 1o7ro eie He MPUAETCS.

— U1 motom Bo3aep:kuch. YTOOB YepHOTA JPAKOHOBA CHIHY TBOEMY HE JOCTaNacCh. . .

Sl ymuBwMIICS: HEYXer CTApUK M 9TO 3HAaeT — KOro Mos JeHa BhiHamuBaet? 1 4To 3a cTpaHHbIe
pasroBOpHI OH 3aBesl MHE BIOTOHKY? Ho paccyskaath yxke ObUIO HEKOT/Ia: COJTHIIE IBUTAIOCH K 3ara/l-
HOMY Kpalo Heba, a s ellle He HaIllel, T/ie MHE ITPOBECTH 3Ty HOYb.

... CenpMoii IeHb MOETO TIYTH ObUT B 3€HUTE, KOrJa s YBHIEH Tepe cOO0W OCTphie cepble
MUK, TIOTHUMAIOIIMeCss HaJl MopeM. BOT OHHM, CKaJibl, O KOTOPBIX cKa3zaid MHe crapuk! [lo mytu
HUM — BaJIyHbI TPOMO3ISATCS, OIMH OOJIBIIIE IPYTOro, J1a TaK, 9YTO ¥ CaMOro Mopsi He BUIaTh. Takue
rpoMajibl — TeOs1 HaJie:)KHEel JTI0OOM KPEImoCcTH OT Bpara yKpoIoT. .. JIa TOJILKO He BaJISIOTCS JIM Cpen
HUX YeJIOBEYbU KOCTHU?..

OpHa ckaya U3 cepoy TPs/Ibl CTOsIA YyTh B CTOPOHE OT Oepera u OyaTo Obl Ha IENTYI0 TOJIOBY
BO3BBIIIATIACH HAJl OCTAILHBIMU. S IBUHYJICS K HEW.

V MOAHOXMS CKaJIBI — Ka3aJIoCh, eIlle OfIHA Topa Jiexkaa, mopociias 6ypbiM jiecoM. [o kpaiiHei
Mepe, Tak U3JaJieKa MOIJIO MouynuThes. Ho yeM Ommske st TOAXOOuI, TeM SIBCTBEHHEE BUIET, UYTO HEe
Jlec 3TO, a KeCTKasl epCTh, MOUTH YepHasi, BCKJIOKOYEHHAsT BETPOM; U3-TIO/I IIIEPCTH BHICOBBIBAJIACH
rpomajiHasl yenryiiyaras jana, Kax/ablid rajer KOTOpOr 3aKaH4MBaJICS TYCKJIbIM KorteM. boka mox-
HATOW TOPHI C TSHKKUM IITyMOM B3JIBIMAJIUCh M OITYCKAJIUCh, U OT STOTO IBIXaHKS PACXOIUIOCH BOKPYT
— HET, He 3J7I0BOHUE. .. HO KaKOW-TO TSIKENbIN, TPEBOXHBIN 3amnax. JIloOOoH, KTO MOUysT ero, ToTyac
OBbI CKa3aJI: TaK MaxHET CTApOCTb.

Beixoaut, IpakoHy JIEHCTBUTEILHO HEJOJTO KUTh OCTAJIOCH?..

A ecv OHU JOJITOKUTENH, 9TH JIpakoHbI? KTO 3HaeT, CKOJBKO TOC/IeIHSS YeTBEePTh KU3HH Y
Hux Juymtcst! Yl Moxer, 3aryOieHHBIMH YeJIOBeUbMMU KU3HSMU — YyJIOBUIIE c8oro TipoiyieBaet?.. Her
YK — CIIAIIKOM Joiro Tepred Kpaih Mox keBeTbHUKOB, CIIUIIIKOM JIOJITO IIeN CIoAa 51 CaM, — YTOOBI
JaTh MOXHATOMY JIPAKOHY YMEPETh MPOCTO TaK, CJIOBHO JIECHOMY €XKY.

S ocropoxHo mopomen erme Ommke. Hanagate HyXHO c3aau — Tak roBopui Craper-Bo3sie-
MoOpsi. .. JIpakoH Jiesxkas1 HeMOIBUKHO — €r0 TOJIOBHI sl HE BUJEN U JIaXe cpa3y He TIOHSI, OTKY/Ia HaJo
noaxoauTh. Ho moTom pasriisijien ero Kpblibsi — Te CaMble TPEeMYyYre KPbUThsi, KOTOPbIe HABOIWIIN Ha
BCEX TaKOH yxkac. VIX YepHbIe TIacThl MPOTSHYIMCH BOJIb UCIIOIMHCKOTO MIEPCTUCTOTO TYJIOBHINA —
Ky/a-TO BIEepe/l: MOX0XKe, JPAKOH MPUKPHIBATT UMHU TOJIOBY. MHe HeC/IbIXaHHO TIOBE3JIO: 3asBUTHCS K
JPAKOHY U — 3aCTaTh €ro CIISIIUM.
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Ho onsAth ke — HUKTO He 3HAeT, CKOJIBKO MPOMJIUTCS €ro COH!

3HAUUT, HeJIb3sI TEPATH HA MUHYTHI.

OT TyJIOBUIIA-TOPHI TSAHYJIOCh YTO-TO BPOJE JJIMHHIOMIETO PeMHS U3 CepoBaTol KOxXH. 5 npu-
IJISIZIEIICST: TaK 9TO e XBOCT IPaKOHA, KOTOPBIM OH OIUIETAeT CBOIKO JOObIUY, Kak oudom! [laxe mpen-
CTaBUTh XKYTKO, €CII OH BAPYT B3yMaeT UM TOIIEBEIUTh — IYCTh JIaXke BO CHE. .. [1e ke ero ys3Bu-
MO€ MECTO — TO camoe cepoe KoJbLo? 1S TAKOU TIOTHOM Yelllyu MO MeY — HE CTPAIIIHEE UTOJIKU. . .

3HaK, 0 KOTOPOM TOJIKOBAJl MHE CTapUK, s IPUMETHII HE Cpa3y: KOJIBLIO Ha JPAKOHBEM XBOCTE
PACMONOXUIIOCH TTOYTH Y CAMOT'O €r0 OCHOBaHHUS. §l pasMaxHYJICS YTO €CTh CUJIbI, YIAPHJ MEYOM I10
3TOMY MECTY, ¥ — O Uy[0! — YelTyiuaTblil XJIBICT OTACIIICS OT JPAKOHBETo Tesia — Oy/ATO JIOXMaToe
YyauIie W BOPsIMb ObLJIO OOBIKHOBEHHOW SIINIEPHIIEH, KOTOpasi OCTaBMJIa CBOM XBOCT B pPyKe y MOH-
MABILIETO €€ MAJIbUUIIKH!

Ioka s cTosim M AMBWICS, MOXHATasi Topa 3aimeBeniaach. OOpyOOK XBOCTa-XJIBICTA KaK-TO
CTPaHHO JEPHYJICS, CJIOBHO APAKOH MPOBEPsUI, HA MECTe JIM OH, M XOTeJl yAapuTh UM I10 3emuie. Yep-
HbIe KPbUIbsI 32[IBUTAJIICh, HATIOIHSISI BO3AYX HEBHIHOCUMBIM IIIypIIAHUEM. . .

S orGesxan k OnukaiiiiieMy BajyHy ¥ YKPBUICS 32 HUM, UCIIOZIBOJIb HAOMIOAAsl, 4TO ke OyneT
MPOUCXOIUTD Aanbine. Ho... HuYero He mMpoMcXOauiIo: IpakoH CHOBA 3amMep, MPUKPBUT TOJIOBY KPbI-
JIbSIMU 1 — TIPOJOJIKAIT IPEMATh.

TyT MeHs oxBaTHJla HeYeJI0BeYeCKast IPOCTb. JTO UTO K€ — s TeNepb JOIKEH TUXOHbKO YITU
BOCBOSICH, & KOCMATOe YyJOBHIIE — OyAET CIIOKOMHO CIaTh 10 TeX MOp, MOKa He PUJIET K HEMY TaKast
e CIIOKOMHAsi CMepTh?

W oHO nake HE y3HAET, He YBUIMT, KTO €ro nooeanuTesb?

JlagHo, IpakoH He y3HAaeT — HO MYyCTh y3HAIT Apyrue! UtoOsl BouH u3 Kpas MosxkeBeIbHH-
KOB — BepHyJcs qomor 6e3 Tpodes?.. UroOsl Ha MoeM Tosice — He KpacoBaiach Oypast JpaKOHbSI
11epcTh?..

Jla He ObiBaTh TOMY!

CrnoBa crapuka — TOYHO BETPOM BBIAYJIO U3 MOEW MaMsTH — BMECTe C OCTaTKaMH crpaxa. S1
nooexkai K CrsIeMy 4yauIny cOOKY — YXBaTWJI PYKOW TOJICTBIM MyYOK KECTKOTO, KaK y Me/iBe/is,
MeXa — M OJIHUM MaxOM OTCEK ero. A IMOTOM ellle pas, — 1 elnie. Bckope 51 ObLT onosicaH 3STUMH Oy phIMU
KJIOYbSIMH, — CJIOBHO 00OpOC MU HE XYK€ CaMOTO JIPaKoHa. . .

W TyT cHOBa pa3pmaics 3BYK, KOTOPBIU 5 CIIepBa HE y3HAJI, XOTS YK€ CIIBIIIAN CErOIHs — MHE
TMI0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO TJIe-TO HaJl MOpeM Hadasiach rpo3a. Ho 3To ApakoH HaKOHEl-TO MPOCHYJICS — U CHOBA
PacrpaBJIsiI CBOM JKECTKHE KPbUTbSI.

OH mofHs UX, TU YepHbIe TIeperioHYaThie mapyca, — 1, MoKa OIMyCKasl Ha 3eMJI0, MEHsS OT
3TOro B3Maxa Kak BETPOM OTOPOCHJIO B CTOPOHY. Sl e/1Ba ycnes MOfHATHCS U XOTh YTO-TO TIOAYMaTh,
— KaK JIpakoH BBITHYJI 11el0, OYTO MOAKOBY, — U HACTABHJI CBOIO MOPIY MPSIMO Ha MEHSI.

lonoBa y npakoHa OKa3anach HAMHOTO MEHbIIIe, YeM MOXKHO ObLIO OXKMAATh OT TaKOH rpoMa-
auHbL. B raza MHe OpocrIMch MIMPOKUE KOPUIHEBBIE HO3PH, 1BA OCTPHIX BBICTYIIA Ha FOJIOBE, TIOXO-
’Kye Ha HeOOJIbIIIMe pora, v MOJTyKpYIJible KJIbIKH, BhIMUparome u3 nactu. Ho 060 Bcem 3ToM 1 B Ty
K€ MUHYTY 3a0bUT: HA MEHS YCTaBUIIMCh, MEHS TIOTJIOTUIIM — OTPOMHBIE YepHBIE IPAKOHBU IJ1a3a.

OH He pa3eBaJl aCTh — OH JAaXe He TOIIEBeIINI HU OIHOM U3 CBOMX UYIOBHUIIHBIX Jiar. Kakum-
TO HEBEJOMBIM MpPEX/E UyTheM s TIOHSUI, YTO OH BOBCE HE HAMEPEH COXpaTh MEHs MPSIMUKOM Ha
Mecte. Boree Toro — ec Obl 1 00 TOM Hayal AymMaTh, TO TOYHO OBl OKa3aJics B ero Opioxe.

Ho npakony Hy)HO ObUIO He 3m0. OH BCETo JIMIb CMompen Ha MeHsI — TIPSIMO B I71a3a, He MUTast
— BepHee, HeT: He pocTo cMoTpent. OH Kak OyATO YTO-TO BO MHE BBIMCKMBAJI, IPOHUKAS B3MJISAOM
B Ty HE3pUMYIO KJIETh, KOTOPYIO HA3bIBAIOT JIYIIOW, U HAIJIO, O-XO3SMCKU B Hell mapwi. S B B
ero B3MJIA, KaK B YEPHYIO TYCTYIO CMOJTY; JIa)Ke eCiiv Obl 1 BCEH ITOUM caMOU QyIIIOH 3aX0Tel, — TO He
CMOT ObI OTBECTH CBOUX IJ1a3 OT JIPAKOHBHX.

JIpakoH He TPOCTO CMOTPEJN — OH CO MHOW pa3208apusan.
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He u3 cioB, He W3 3BYKOB COCTOSUT 3TOT pasroBop. Ho — cTpaHHOe 1eno — Ha mamsTh MHe
MIPUIILTA BCE BOSHHBIE MOXObI, OBIBIIME MPEkK/e, BCe MaBIIME B TUX MOXOJaX OT MOEro Meya...
BCTIIOMHUWJIMCDH COCTSI3aHMSI U TIOBeP:KEHHbIE MHOW COTIEPHUKHU. .. BCIOMHIJIACH U Ta SIPOCTh, KOTOPast
KJIOKOTaJIa BO MHE TIpU BCTpeye ¢ HUM CaMHM — MOMM MOTYQTUBBIM COOECETHIUKOM... 1 MOMM Oe3-
KAJIOCTHBIM CYJIbEH.

B Ty munyty 51 He Obu1 BoHOM U3 Kpass MoxkeBeTbHUKOB. TYCKJIBIMHA KOTTSIMA HA TUTAHT-
CKHX JIaTlax — si pa3aupall 3BepUHBIEC TYIIH; 3TO s 3aXBAThIBAJ JUIMHHBIM TMOKMM XBOCTOM ITOABEP-
HYBIIIMXCS] MHE TTyTHUKOB; MOU KJIBIKY HE OCTABJISUIM UM HUKAKON HAJEKIBI, — MOU KPBUTbsI TPEMENN
B BO3JIyXe, 3aCTaBJIsisl OOPEUCHHO 3aMHPaTh Kak/10€ CEepaLE. . .

Her, He mpoTHBHUKA BHICMAaTpUBaJ BO MHE JIPAKOH, — & COPATHUKA.

Hac 6but0 1BOE — Tam, y cepoid cKajbl, 1O KOTOPOW e[Ba JIOHOCHJIOCH JibixaHue Mopsi. OnuH
ObLJT IPaKOHOM, — JIPYTOM 110 BUY YesioBeKoM. Ho y KaxkJoro U3 Hac — IpakoHbe Cep/lie THAJIO KPOBb
no xwiaM. W nyma y Hac Obl1a OIMHAKOBAasi — TPAKOHbSI.

He 3Ha10, CKONBKO BpeMEHH MPOIOIKAJICS STOT CTPaHHbINA MOeTUHOK. Ho HakoHeIl YepHsIe mpo-
BaJIbl HETMIOJBIKHBIX IJIa3 HA MUT MPUKPBUIMCH BEKaMH, U JAPAKOH IIIYMHO, C YCUJIEM BBIJIOXHYI —
MeHs1 00/1aJI0 TSKEJION, TPEBOKHOM CTpyel, BRIPBABIIIEHCS M3 ero HO3/Ipeil. 3aTeM OH MeIeHHO OT
MeHsI OTBEpHYJICSI, OYITO y3HAJI BCE HYXKHOE M Telepb MOTepsiI KO MHE MHTEPEC, — OJJHOBPEMEHHO
B3MaxHYJ KPbUIbSIMH M OTTOJIKHYJICSI OT 3€MJIM JlaraMu (ITpY 9TOM MHE CHOBA €fIBa YJaJoCh yaep-
’KaTbCsl HA HOTAxX) — U yJIeTeN B CTOPOHY JIpyroro Oepera Mopsi — OTKy/la, HABEpHOE, ¥ MPUObLT B HAIIH
Kpasi.

JIOIKHO OBITh, U YMEPETh MY — TOKe TIOJIOKEHO ObLIIO TaM.

...bosbiie 0 MoxHaTtoM pakoHe B MoxskeBenoBoM Kpato He cibinanu. Beckope o Hem u pas-
rOBapuBaTh MEePecTaind — 4Yero 0OCyKAaTh M BCIOMHUHATH TOTO, KOTO HET?

O Crapue-Bo3ie-Mops — TOKE€ HUKTO HE IPUIIOMUHAI.

S m Hazesics, ¥ OOSITICS BCTPETUTD €ro Ha OOpaTHOM ITyTH, — HO OITy TAHHBII MXaMH KaMeHb ObLT
nycT. TonbKO OH ¥ HATIOMHMJI MHE O TOM HACTaBJIEHUH CTApHKa, KOTOPOE $1 eI1le He YCIIeN HApYyIINTh.

«Kennl cBoeil. .. He Kacaiics. Koryia BepHenbes».

UYro %k, 3TO BHIIOJIHUTH OBUIO Ky MPOIIE — KOTAa Thl BO3BPAIIACIILCS IOMOM TOCTIe JBYXHe-
AEJTBHOTO TEIIero X0Ja ¥ TOTOB OT YCTAJIOCTH 3aCHYTh UyTb JIM HE Ha KPbUIbIIE, — & KeHa TBOSI B TATO-
CTH, /1a elle MIePEeHOCHT ee TaK, YTO TOro M TSI ¢ qyIIon pacctaHercs. OHa Kak-To cpa3y MoHsiIa —
YTO 51 HE TeM BEpHYJICS, KEM YXOIWII... HO HA O YeM MeHs He pacclpaliyBaia, Jaxe B3IIsaa Cypo-
BOTO HU pasy He Opocuia. TombKO OHAX/Ibl BEYEPOM, KOTIa MbI CUIEN Y OTHsI, )K€Ha MHE TUXOHBKO
cKazasna:

— A 3pauku y Teds yxe He cepeOpsTcs. ..

IT10 OBLIO TIEPBO TIEPEMEHOM, JIUIIIb €10 OJTHOM 3aMeYeHHOM, — HO He eIMHCTBEHHOM.

CreytoliM 3HAKOM CTaJI IeHb OOJIBIIION OXOThI, HA KOTOPYIO s OTITPABUJICS] CO CBOMMM TOBa-
puraMu. B Hammx jecax KpymHOTo 3Beps 3aBeJIOCh — MPSIMO HEBUIAHHO; HABEPHOE, MOUYSLIH, UTO
JpaKkoHa yxke HeT, — BOT U TOBBUIE3JIH. .. HaM ke Ha pajocTb. He mpumnomHio, 4to0 Koraa-HUOYAb y
Hac ObUIO Che/ICHO U 3aIaceHO CTOJIBKO JIOCKMHOTO MsIiCa M KaOaHbero caa.

Hy a B TOT JieHb — 10OBIUM OBLJIO CTOJIBKO, YTO MBI IIPUHSIIMCH CBEKEBATh €€ Cpasy Xke, Kak
TOJIBKO BEpHYJIUChH B cesieHre. [Toka st opyJoBasl HOKOM, KTO-TO U3 MOMX HAallAPHUKOB 3aMETHII:

— Ciymmai, Tel TaK 3Ty IIKYpY Aepelllb, Kak OyATO y TeOsI KOTTU BHIPOCIIH. . .

Sl maske OCTAaHOBWJICS M TIOCMOTpEN HA CBOM PYKH: HeyXkTo U npasaa? Ho, HH4Yero Takoro He
YBUJIEB, PACXOXOTAJICS] BO BCE TOPJIO, — a CJIEJIOM 32 MHOH 3aCMESUIUCh U APYTUE OXOTHUKH. J0IKHO
OBITb, 51 TOPOIUJICS] — BOT M TIOMEPEIIIIIOCh UM B MOUX JABMKEHHSIX YTO-TO 3BEPUHOE. .. A MOXET, —
JIeJI0 B JKECTKOM Oypoy BepeBKe U3 IIEPCTH MOXHATOTO JIPAKOHA, KOTOPYIO s TeTeph HOCUII TIPUKPY-
YEHHOU K 1osicy? MoxeT, oHa cama 1o ceOe Jesiajia MeHs TIOXOXKHM Ha. ..
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Beuepom Toro ke JHS 5 JOKAAICS, TIOKA MaTh U JKeHa JIATYT CraTh, — U OPOCHIT 3Ty BEPEBKY
B oronb. CaM He 3Hal10, YTO MEHsI 3aCTaBUJIO, — HO MOYEMY-TO XOTEJIOCh MOOBICTpee OTAEIaThCs OT
CBOEro Tpoces.

JlpakoHbs MEpCTh CTajla B OTHE Kak OyATO ellie TeMHee, — ME/IJIEHHO 3aHsUIach U eJie CIIbIITHO
3ammmnena, cropas. Y onare MHE TOUyAWIICS — WM HA CAMOM JieJie TIOCIIBIIAIICS ? — TSDKEIbIN, Tpe-
BOJKHBIN 3arax, MOXOXKWA Ha JIbIXaHue ApakoHa... Cnaboi Oblia 3Ta CTpyiKa U OBICTPO paccesiiach,
TaK W HE JOJIETeB J0 HO3IpEN CISAIMIMX JKeHIIWH, TaK U He BOWIS B UX JIETKUE — U B KPOBb MOETO
TIepBEHIIA.

Ho s, Kak 1 Mos1 keHa, — TPOJOIKaJl BHIHAIIMBATH B ce0e HOBOE, HE3HAKOMOE MHE CYIIIECTBO
(MM BCe-TaKH. .. 3HAKOMOe?), KOTOpOe C KaXIbIM JJHEM BCE SIBCTBEHHEE O ceOe 3asBIIsIo.

...Bo BpeMs npa3qHUKa JIETHETO COJIHIIEBOPOTA, COBIABIIIETO C OYEPEHON yIauYHOM JIOBJIEH, —
KOTJJa TIOBCIOY TOPEJM KOCTPhI M MEJIEHHO TOBOPAYMBAJIMCH Ha BepTenax KaOaHbH U OJICHbU TYIIH,
— s1 IoMMaJ ce0sl Ha MBICJIH, YTO U BIIPSIMb TOTOB Pa30pBaTh FOJBIMHU PyKaMHU CaMylo KPYITHYIO U3
HUX — 1 BITUTHCS B HEE U30 BCEH CHJIBI, HE HOKHUIASCh, TOKA Ta U3KAPUTCS.

...Kak-To Beuepom — B MoyTbMe JIepeBSAHHON OaHM — sI CKUHYJ C ceOs1 pydaxy H... yBHIEI
Ha CBOEW I'Py[M U PyKaxX OCTPOBKH KeCTKHX OypbIx Bosoc. OT pomy co MHOM Takoro He Ob10. Kak
OyIITO U HEe CEeBEPSIHUH BOBCE. . .

... B3m1siHYB HEHApOKOM B KOBIII C BOJIOH, N3 KOTOPOT'O XOTeJ HATIUTHCS, — 51 BIPYT 3aMETHJI, UTO
MOU HO3/IPH CTaJIM IIMpe, a I71a3a — OOoJbllie U TEMHEe. .. Kak OyATO M He MO OHU BoBce. Bripouem,
MAJIO JI YTO TIOKQXETCs] B HEBEPHOW MOBEPXHOCTU BOMMI. .. I 0OXBaTUII KOBII OOEMMHU pyKaMu — U
TIOHSLJT, YTO OH BOT-BOT M3 HUX BBICKOJIb3HET. MOM JIaIOHH CJIOBHO CTJTH OOJIBIIIMMH M HEYKJTIOKUMH,
a MaJIbIIbl — JJIMHHBIMHA ¥ KAKUMU-TO HETHYILUMMUCS. . .

Tak BOT 4TO MMeN B BUJly CTapHK, KOrjga ckasai MHe: «[Bepu Oene oTkpoenb». Kakue tam
JBEpH — TYT YK€ BOPOTa HACTEKb PACTIAXHYTHI, U BETEP IO JBOPY ryJisieT!.. BHIXOAUT, CKOPO HACTaHeT
TOT J€Hb, KOTJA. ..

Her, — He HacTaHeT. A v HacTaHeT — MeHs1 He 3actaHeT! Ecnu 1Bepu Oezie Moeit pyKo OTKPBITHI,
— TO, 3HAYMT, U3 ITUX JABEPEH JIOJKEH YUTH s CaM.

B onHy 13 HOuell B KOHIIE JieTa, KOrJa BO3AyX YKe XOJIOes U BIACTHO HAallOMHHAJI O TTPUOIHU-
JKaIOIENCsl OCEHU, — 51 HaBCeraa MOKUHYJI CBOHM JOM U pojHoe cejieHre. IMeHHO Toraa moj Haiieu
KPpBILIEN pa3Jasicsl NEpBbIil KPUK MOETO ChIHA.

B Ty HOUb — 51 IymMas1 0 HEM B TIEPBBIA M MOCTIEAHUI pa3, XJella MO0 MOPCKOMY MEJTKOBOJBIO
JUTMHHBIM M Y3KMM XBOCTOM, ITOXOXKHM Ha XJIBICT, ¥ OCTaBJIsisl HA BIAKHOM IIPUOPEKHOM IIECKE OTIIe-
YaTKU CBOMX TSKEJIBIX KOTTHCTHIX JIall.

...On, nyremecTBeHHUK ! CIipla Jid Thl 0 KOcMaToM jipakoHe u3 Kpass MoxikeBeJTbHUKOB?
Ecnu HeT, — THI SIBHO B HAIIIMX MeCTax HeqaBHO. VIHave He cTaut Obl B3/IparuBarh, 3acyIbIIaB B BO3LyXe
JAJIEKUI TPOM €ro KpbUIbEB.

Her, He nposku, He myraiics — OH He Tpeciie[yeT JIoIel U BOOOIIe NePKUTCS MOAAJIbIIe OT
YeJIOBEUECKHUX IMOCENICHUH, a 0OCOOGHHO — OT TOTrO JIOMa, IJie MOJYaIMBasl YepHOIJIa3asi KeHIIMHA
pacTUT ChiHA, OTEll KOTOPOro UcYe3 B caMylo HOUb ero poxkaeHus. OT 3TOU JieTaiomei rpomMaisl —
KPYITHOMY JIECHOMY 3BEpI0 HE YWUTH XMBOMY: CHJIa paKOHA — B JUIMHHOM XBOCTE, MOIIHOM, KaK
PEMEHHBIN KHYT; OJJMH €T0 yIIap — U CaMbIii MOTYUHiA MeIBE/Ib B JIECY ITOBAJIUTCS MEPTBBIM. A JIPaKOH,
TOBOPSAT, HE Ope3ryeT U TaKoW TOObIUeH.

Ho rnaBHas ero 1esnp, r1aBHas ero ’kepTsa — JApyrue ApakoHbl, KOTOpbIe pacceKaloT HeOO Ha
Mox:xeBenoBbiM Kpaem. D1o 1151 HUX OH — caMblil IEPBBIT Bpar U MpeciieioBareib, XOTs U He HaJle-
JIeH OTHEHHbIM JibixaHueM. Yto? Thl gymaerib, OrOHb M3 MACTU OOBIYHOTO APAKOHA B OIUH MU OIa-
JUT OypBI MeX Ha JIPaKOHE C rpeMSIIMMH KpbulbsiMu?.. [la He ycrieeT OHa OTKPBITHCS, ITA MACTh.
JUTMHHBINA Y3KMIA XBOCT MUTOM OIUIETETCS] BOKPYT IIIEW MTPOTUBHHUKA. . .

W, uau cBoeit Joporoi, dykecrpaHenl. BUTBa ApakoHOB B BO3yXe — 9TO 3peuIlie, JOCTOM-
HOE co3epliaHusl. A JpakoH, OKUPAOLIUI JPaKOHA, — Ha 3TO JIy4dllle He CMOTpeTh HUKomy. Ctynai
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B OmioKaiiiee cejieHrue — MOXKeT, TaM TeOe pacCKaxyT, eClv ele IOMHST, O CJIaBHOM BouHe u3 Kpas
Mok keBeTbHUKOB, B OJJMHOYKY XOMBILIEM Ha JIpyroe MoxHatoe uyauiie. Ho He Bepb, eciii CKaxyT
TeOe, UTO OH CTHHYJT OECCIIeIHO: He MOT CTHHYTh TOT, KOTO ThI TOJILKO YTO BHIECI.

N npakoH, ¥ TOT BOUH — 3TO BCE 1.

TonbKko BTOPOro BO MHE — C KaXAbIM TOIOM, C KaXIbIM TJIOTKOM IPAaKOHbEH KPOBU — BCE
MeHbIte. CKOpo, HaBEpHOE, MPHUJIET JIeHb, KOra sl COBCeM 00 3ToM 3a0y/1y — O TOM, K1io STOT BTOPOM
BO MHE.

... K10 cocuutan Obl MX — TOIBI MOETO JIPAKOHBETO cylecTBoBaHUsA? Ho OHU MpuBeny MeHs
Ha Kpall *Ku3HU ObIcTpee, ueM s aymal. [lormomas Xu3Hu APYTUX JIPAKOHOB, — sl HE TIPOJUIEBa, a
YKOPAYHMBaJI CBOIO.

HezameTHO KJIBIKM MOM pacIiaTajnch, KOTTUCTHIE JIalbl OCTIA0H, TPEMSIIE KPbUThS OTsIKe-
JIeJIv, U HEMOTbeMHBIM CTaJl CTPAITHBIN JIPAKOHUI XBOCT, OT KOTOPOrO HUKOMY He OBUIO CIIACeHUSs.
YMupaomui IpakoH, — JpakoH, KOTOPOro ojiofieia crapyeckasi ciabocTh, — Jia TAKOTO OTHeIbIIa-
e coOpaThss MUTOM JOKOHAIOT. .. OCOOSHHO €CJI BCIIOMHSAT €r0 MPEKHUE MOIBUTH.

B nocnennuii pa3 s B3MaxHYJI OCTa0CBIIUME KPBUTbSIMU — U HAIlPaBUJICS B CTOPOHY CEPBIX
ckas. Ecim BepHO, YTO JIpakoHY IMOJIOKEHO yMHUpaTh TaM, OTKY/a OH SIBUJICS, — TO TyJa MHe ObUia
camast jopora. Beab 3T0 BO3Jie cephbiX CKaJ S IPAKOHOM CTaJl.

Tam Jy1s1 MeHsI | Tieliepa Halliach, B KOTOPOH 5 Tereph U o0uTan. Peko-peiko BHION3aI0 5
13 Hee — B HaJIeKJle, UYTO KaKas-HUOyb KPyITHAs phIOMHA ONMPOMETUYMBO MOATUIBIBET K Oepery. Ho
1o OOJIbITIel YacTH — eciid OOJIb MOM KJIBIKM HE CBEPJIUT M €CJIA XOJIOJ He JJOHMMAeT — S TIOYTH BCE
BpeMs CIUTIO. .. BEpPHEe, He CIUTIO, a BIAJa0 B CTapyecKoe 3a0bIThe, IOX0Kee Ha COH... TOrAa KO MHE
MIPUXOJIAT, TO U JIEJIO CMEHsIsl IPYT JIpyra, MyTaHble BUJCHUS, B KOTOPBIX MepeMelnIainch 00e Mou
KU3HU — IPAKOHbSI U YEJIOBEYBSI.

...OgHaX eI MHE MPHUCHWIACH MPUOpPEXHas IMOJIOCa... TIYXOW IIeJIeCT MOpS... U KaMeHb,
MOPOCIIMI TeMHO-OypbIMHE MSITHAMK MXa. Ha Hem cupien cTaprk ¥ TUXOHBKO Tiesl. SI3bIK 9TOM MecHu
He OBbUT 3HAKOM TOMY, KTO BbIpoc B Kpaio Moxk:keBeJbHUKOB, — HO s, KaK HU CTPaHHO, BCe B HeW
nonumat. CTapuK IeJi O MOJIOZIOM OXOTHHMKE M3 3TOTrO Kpasi, KOTOPBIN HU pa3y He BHUJEN CBOETO OTIA
— HO KOTOPOTO Mouyemy-To rmpo3Bayii CIHOM JIpaKkoHa.

Craper] OKOHUWJI CBOIO TIECHIO ¥ TIOCMOTPEJT — M3 MOETo CHa — IpsiMO Ha MeHs1. OH Kak OyaTo
XOTeJI MHE CHOBA 4YTO-TO CKa3aTh, — HO BHE3AITHO MOSI [peMa paccesyiach, TOYHO Pa3oUTast KaKMM-
TO 3BYKOM.

Moxert, 310 peiOa TUtecHyaa? W kaMerek oTopBajcs OT CKajbl U C TIYXUM CTYKOM YIiall
Ha miecok? Jla HeT, — 9TOro 3ByKa s Mpeke 37eCh HEe CIBIIAN... A eClId 3TO KaKoW-HUOYIb 3Bepb,
KOTOPBIH TOJIBKO paji BOCIOIb30BaThCs MOE HeMollibio?.. HeeeT, Hafio BBINON3TH U3 MEUIEpsI. . . HAJ0
BUIETh CBOMMH TJIa3aMH, YTO BOKPYT Hee MIPOUCXOMT. . .

TymaHn, BUCEBIIIHIA HaJ| CEPbIMU CKAaJIaMU HECKOJIBKO JTHEH MOAPS, IOUYTU paccesiicsl — OT Hero
ocTaJiach TOJIBKO JIeTKas JIbIMKa, TIPOHU3aHHAS JTydaMy YTPEeHHero coiHia. Kaxkercs, neHs odemaer
OBITH TeTUTBIM. M TO XOpOIIIO — XOTh MOTPElOCh HEMHOTO. . .

... Okono CEPLIX CKaJI CHOBA IMOCIbIIAJICA 3BYK YEJIOBEUbMX IIArOB.

Ko/10K0/IbYHK NPOKAKEHHOT0

... HukTOo He 3HaJs, OTKyz#a B3suICsl 9TOT OObIYall — Ka3aJoch, OH CYIIECTBOBAJ C TeX IOp,
KaK B Topojie MOsIBUJICS TIEPBBIN MPOKaKEHHbIA. Y3k Takas OOle3Hb MpoKasa — e MepBbld, OyaeT
Y BTOpPOW, a TaM M JI0 TPEThero Hejmasieko... Kak u Beszde, 3apaeHHble MOCEIsUTUCh (BepHee, UX
HACHJIBHO CEJIIIN) 32 TOPOJICKOH YePTOH, B CTAPBIX JIaUyrax, FOTOBBIX BOT-BOT Pa3BAJIMTHCS, HO KOTO-
pble, MOHATHOE JeJI0, HUKTO U He AyMasl YNHUTh. KakIplil N3 MpOKakeHHBIX 00s13aH ObUT HOCUTD Ha
111ee KOJIOKOJIbYMK, TIPeIyTTPexk A0 TOPOKaH O CIydaiiHOM NpuOIvmkeHun 3adonesiiero. Hukro
HE 3HaJI, OTKyJa B3sijIcs 9TOT oObryaidi. Ho cobmonasicst oH CBATO.
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Pomanus u ee ponutenu KuiM B TOpoie HEAABHO — C TeX MOP, KaK OTel JEBYIIKH MOIYYUI
31IeCh JOJDKHOCTH CyAbu. [101b3ysich CBOOOION HPABOB, LIAPSIIIEH B 3TUX MecTax, Pomasnus yacto Opo-
JWJIa TI0 YJIUIIAM, JTI0O0BaJIach CTAPMHHBIMU JOMaMU, KOPMUJIA IITHUI] Ha TUIOIIA N, KOPOTaJia BpeMs y
(boHTaHOB — MHOT/IA B COITPOBOX/ICHUH CITyKaHKH, & MHOT/IA U OfIHA: OfIeK]1a BbIIaBasia B Hell Oora-
TYIO TOPOKAHKY, KOTOPOW MHOTO€ TIO3BOJIEHO, — JIa M KTO OBl TTOCMEJT OOU/IETh J0Yb CaMOTo CyIbu?
3a Pomasinio Bo BpeMs 9TUX OIMHOKHX TPOTYJIOK He OECIIOKOWIMCh HU e POJIMTENIH, HA OHA caMma.
OXUBJIEHHBIN TOPO]I, [0 CPABHEHUIO C ’KU3HBIO B 3arOPOIHOM UMEHUH, Tjie Pomanust BoCUThIBaIach
1 B3pOCIIeNa, ropasio OOJbIie MOIXOAUI IS e HAOMOAaTeIbHOTO, MBITIIMBOrO YMa.

Heckonbko pa3, 6ponst mo ymuram, Pomanus Bujena *keHIIUH (Yalle moveMy-TO KeHIIUH),
KOTOpbIE HECJIM TOPIIKU C €I0M U COCYIbI C NMUThEM, HAMPABIASICh B CTOPOHY TOPOJCKON OKPAUHBbI.
Ona Obl He 0OpaTrIa Ha HUX BHUMAaHUSI (MaJIo JIM TOPOXKaH CHYeT Ty/a-Clofia C KakoW-HUOY/Ib HOIIIEH ),
ecqi Obl He BHEIITHUI BUJI 3TUX XeHIIWH. HecMoTps Ha kapy, OHM KyTaJuCh B OeJTyl0 TKaHb Harlo-
no0ue Iama, ux Juia ObUT 3aKPHITHI TUIATKOM YYTh JIM HE 70 CaMBbIX IJIa3, a PyKU — BepHee, uxX
OTKPBITasl YaCTh — 3aMOTaHBI TPANKaMu. ZKeHITUHBI CJIOBHO OMACAINUCH JIAKe KaneJbKy BO3ayXa Win
JIyYMKa COJTHIIA.

Yro o3Hayasio 3T0 cTpaHHoe onesiHue? PaccrpammBarh caMux keHIMH Pomanus He morna:
CJTUIIIKOM Y3K OBICTPO OHU BCET/1a IPOXOIWIA MUMO. [IeByIIIKa pelnia TOMHTEPEeCOBaThCS Y MOKUIION
COCEJIKH, KOTJIa Ta 3allljla OHAKIbl BEYUEPOM B FOCTH.

— DTO0 HEeCyT eJly MPOKaXeHHbIM, — OTBETUJIa COCEKA.

— A e onu xuByT? B pazBamoxax 3a ropogom? — norajganacs Pomanus. — Kak jxe oHM y3HaIOT,
YTO K HUM NpULLIU ?

— Jla HUKaK, — B3/I0XHYJA coceqKka. — OHU 3HAIOT YCJIOBHOE MECTO, Ky/la UM MPUHOCSAT IHUIITY,
1a uHorAa ofexay. Tyna v mpUXOOWT OIVH U3 HUX, 3a0UpaerT.

— A oTKy/a ropokaHe 3HaloT, YTO 3TUM JIIOAM HY) HO? KTo-HUOYyIb pasroBapuBaeT ¢ HUMU?
— JIONBITHIBAJIACH JIEBYIIKA.

— Uro 11! YTO THI! — 3aMaxana pykamu coceyika. — [IpuHocAT, cTaBAT u TyT ke yxoasat. Oco-
OEHHO eCJTM KOJIOKOJIBUYMK YCITBIIIIAT, KOTOPBIN IPOKaKeHHBIE ce0e Ha Py ib BematoT. M Tbl, GaphIlHs,
3alOMHU: €CJIA TOT 3BOH IJie pa3facTcs — 6eru oTTyaa 0e3 orjisiky, ceiiuac xe Oerv! 3HaUuT, KTO-
TO U3 3apa3HbIX CJYYalHO B TOPOJIe OKA3AJICS WM €Ile OHOTO B Te XUOAPhI BBICEISIOT. . .

Pomanus 3amymanace. Xapaktep y Hee ObUT pelMTeNIbHBIN, a cepie noopoe. EnquHcTBeHHAs
J0Yb JTIOOSIINX, HO Pa3yMHBIX POIWTENIEH, MeJpO olapeHHasl )KU3HBI0, HO TIPY 9TOM He M30aloBaH-
Has1, Pomasus He MorJia He COUyBCTBOBATh JIIOOOMY, KTO OKa3aJjcs B Oesie, TeM Oosiee B Takoi. Moxer,
1 ee TIoMoIIb npurogutcsa? [1aBHOe, 4TOObI TOMBKO el o3BOMIH. .. C KeM Obl TIOCOBETOBATHCS?
UYro, ecim MOUTHU K JIeKapio, KOTOPBIM *KUBET Ha TJIABHOM TIomaau? B ropoze ero ypaxaior. ..

Jlekapp npuHsuT Pomanmiio 6e3 0coO0ro yauBIeHUs 1 1axe C PaIoCThIO: ero eHa TOXe TTOMO-
raja oOMTaTeNIsiM 3apakeHHBIX JIauyT, W CITyTHUIIA OblTa €l TOJBKO KCTaTh. PoauTenu NeByIky He
BO3paXaJli; TOJIBKO MaTh PoManny HECKOJIBKO pa3 HAlOMHWIJIA JAOYepH, YTOOBI Ta cOOJoana Bce
MPEI0OCTOPOKHOCTH.

— U nyuine cxxuraii TpATKYA, KOTOPBIME OyjIelb 000paunBaTh JIMIO U pyku. Tak oHO Oe3omac-
Hee.

... Cniycrst iBa iHsA, paHo yTpom, PoManusi ¢ skeHOH Jiekapsi BBIIIUIM U3 TOpoJa U 3alllaraiu
IO HAMPABJICHUIO K HEOOJBIIIOMY TTPUTOPKY, MOPOCIIEMY KycTaMu exeBUKH. C 3TOro Mecra Xudapsl
MTPOKAXEHHBIX YKe MOXKHO OBUIO pasIyisijieTh.

— 3/ech Bce OCTaBUM, B TeHH, — CKa3asia keHa JieKapsl. 3aTeM ObICTPBIM IJIa30M OKWHYJIA TTPH-
HECeHHOe, MpHceia, 0ToOpasia HeCKOJIBKO XJ1e01eB U OyThUIb C BUHOM U YKa3ajia KUBKOM T'OJIOBBI:

— A Terniepb MOWUJEM ellie B OJJHO MECTO.

Pomanus cierka ymuBuiach, HO JIIOOOIBITCTBOBATh HE CTasia: PElIia, YTo B CBOE BpeMs Bce
BBISICHUTCS.
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OHM oTOLIIM B CTOPOHY Ha JIOBOJIHO MPWJIMYHOE paccTosiHue, U TyT Pomainus eBa He HacTy-
nuia B HeOOJIBIIION pydeii: OHa He cpa3y 3aMeTHIIa ero OCPen BbIKKEHHON COTHIIEM TPaBHI.

— INonoxwu 3TU xJ1eO1BpI BOH TaM, BO3Jie BalyHa, — Besesia keHa Jiekaps. — Jlydie, ecnu 310
crenaenib Thl. Y TeOs1 pyKu MOJIOZIbIe U TOOpbIE.

Pomainusa nociaymanace.

— Ilouemy Mbl ipuiLM coaa? 3aech TokKE KTO-TO KUBET?

— Ja.

— Toxe npokaxeHHble?

7KeHa jiekapsi OTBETHIIA HE Cpasy.

— I'oBopAT, 4To 1a.

— Ho rne? {1 He BM:Xy HUKaKuX NOCTPOEK. ..

— A BOH Ty niemiepy — Buauiib? ClieBa OT BaJyHOB, 3a pyubem?

Pomanus kuBHyna. Busi HEBBICOKMX KaMEHHCTHIX TOp ObUT € yKe IMPUBBIYEH.

— TaMm XUBEeT OfIMH W3 BBICEJIEHHBIX... U3 TEX, YTO C KOJOKOJBYMKOM XOIAT. OTIENBHO OT
OCTAJIbHBIX.

— Opun? CoBepiiieHHO OiuH?

— Kak 6yaro Tak.

— A nouemy? Kro oH Takoi?

— l'oBopAaT Besikoe. .. Ja MaJio Jii KTO 4TO roBOpuT. Cilyxu — BpeHas NI, U KOPMUTLCS UMU
He3aueM. Ho yenoBeka Bosie Toi neweps! Bujenu TouHo. Ha Buj Bpoae MOJIOou. .. a TaM KTO €ro
pazbeper.

Bonbiiie Pomasust BOIpocoB He 3a1aBajia, HO TallHa STOr0 MecTa U elre OOJIbIIe — STOro Yeso-
BEKa He J1aBaJia eil Mokosi. MOXeT, OH U He TPOKaKeHHbIN BOBCE, a YOMiAlla WM BOP, CKPhIBAIOIIUICS
OT HakazaHus?.. BripoyeM, 3Ta MBIC/Ib HAJOIrO HE 3ajepXkaach B rojose Pomanuu: npectynmHuk
npocTo cOesxai Obl B APYTroy ropoj, Iie ero HUKTO He 3HAET, U JIeJI0 C KOHIIOM. A TYT...

[Touemy 3TOT MPOKaKEHHBIN, U O6€3 TOroO OTAETEHHBIN OT HOPMAJIBHBIX, 3JIOPOBBIX JIIOJCH, CTO-
POHHMTCS Ia)ke TOBApUIIEH MO HecyacTbio? Myapsle JIIoAu roBOpsT, YTo o0mias 6ea CruiauynBaeT —
HEY:XeJIN HeT?..

Pomanus HU ¢ KeM He JeuiIach CBOMMHU pa3lAyMbsIMH, HO Uepe3 Hefeno, cOOpaB CBEPTOK C
€[10¥, 3aBEPHYBIINCH B MOJIOTHSIHBIN TUIANI 1 OOMOTAB JIUIO ¥ PYKU CTApOW YHUCTOM TKAaHBIO, HAIpa-
BWJIACh K BAIYHY Y PYYbs.

[TonoxuB cBEpTOK Ha 3eMJII0, OHA OTOILIA YyTh B CTOPOHY M npucena. Poca yxe BbicOXJa, HO
COJIHIIE ellle He HayaJIo Mevb B MOJHYI0 cuily. CTpaHHbIN Hapsa Pomaiun HeMHOro el Melas, Ho OHa
HACTPOWJIACh Ha JIOJTO€ OXUJAHUE U Telephb HANPSKEHHO BCIYIIMBAJIACh — HE Pa3JacTcs JIM 3BOH
KOJIOKOJIBYMKA, BHYILABIIMI BCEM I'OpOKaHAM TaKOM YyXKac.

[Ipomen yac niamM, MOXeT, Ba... U 3TOT 3BYK JEHCTBUTENBHO Nociblmaics! Pomanus gaxe
B3/IPOTHYJIA: YK HE IOMEPEIIUIIOCH JIU €17

Ho Her, no3BsikuBaHue JOHOCKIIOCH Ha caMoM Jiefie. K pyubio nmpuosmkarics IoHomIA: 1eHCTBU-
TEJIbHO OY€Hb MOJIOZION, KaK ¥ TOBOPWJIA JKE€HA JIeKapsi — Ha BUJL JIET ABAJLIATH, He OOJbIIe, HO XOPO-
mrero pocta. [IpaBaa, 1ien oH, BTSIHYB rOJIOBY B IUIEUH, ClIerka MoArudasi mpyu Xoap0e KOJICH! U TIsiis
B 3€MJII0, CJIOBHO BBIHIOXMBAsl HEBU/IMMYIO OIIACHOCTb.

Hemynpeno, uro oH cpasy He 3ametni Pomanuio, cuasinyio 4yTh OOAANb.

Ho enBa cBepTOK ¢ €01 ObLT MOAHST, JEBYIIKA KAUISHYJIA, 9YTOOBI IPUJIeYb K ceOe BHUMaHME,
U, IOJHSABIINCH, CKa3aja YyTb CMYIIEHHO:

— Mob6poe yTpo...

IOHoma pe3ko 0bepHyIICs: OH MeHbIIIe BCEro OXuaal YBUIETh niepe] codoi yenoBeka. Kaza-
JIOCh, OH OBLJI TOTOB YO€:KaTh CHIO jke MUHYTY. Pomasusi 3To mogMeTnia u He cTajia ABUraThesl C MecTa
— TOJIBKO CTOs1JIa ¥ CTapajiach CMOTPETh Kak MOKHO ITPUBETIIMBEE: BE/lb OJHU JIMIIIb €€ I71a3a U MOXKHO
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ObUT0 pasrisaets. KOHoOIIA mepemmartys yepe3 pydei, CIOBHO 4yepe3 rpaHMIly, HO OCTAaHOBWJICS U
NoBepHyJIcA K Pomanuu uiom.

— He Gecniokoiicst, 310 51 MpUHECa, — 3aroBOpuUjIa OHa. — Thl )KUBEIb B TOM Teliepe, BEpHO?

OH ornanyJcs.

— TeGe Tyna Hemb3sl.

— 41 3Hat0, — criokoiHO oTBeTHIa Pomanus. — § Tonbko XoTena CIpOCUTh: He HYXKHO Jid TeOe
4yero-Huoyap?

IOHoma He cpasy Haiescst C OTBETOM — OH ObLT HE CTOJIBKO TPOHYT, CKOJIBKO MCITyTaH 3TOM
HEOKUIAHHOH 3a00TO.

— H-Her, 6maronapio.

— A npyrum?

— H-He 3na10. 4 %uBy OnuH.

Pomanuu mouyauaock, 4to OH OMsTh HOPOBUT YAPATh.

— Kak TtBOE MM#1?

— Teodem.

Nwms 6110 HEOOBIYHOE, HO KpacuBoe — Pomasmu oHO cpasy MOHpPaBHIIOCH.

— [Touemy TeOs Tak Ha3BamM?

Teodem cnado yasioHyIICA.

— Ponurenu BoiOpanm. ..

— OHu y 1e0s1 KUBBI?

IOHoma crexuscs — BepHee, IPOCTO MOXKaJ IJIeYaMU:

— He 3na0. ..

Bunumo, Teodemy ObLT He 11O JIyIIIe 3TOT pa3roBop, 1 PoMaius nepesesia ero B Apyroe pycro:

— A MeHs 30ByT Pomaiius. f 4oub MIaBHOTO Cy[IbM M3 rOpoja.

— He cieixan o tebe. .. S yxe naBHO He ObUI B TOpOJIE.

— MpI 30ech kuBeM He Tak goaro. Keratu, s yxke oquH pa3 Npuxoauia ciofa, Ha TBOE. .. Ha 9TO
mecro. Henemo Haszan. — Ona nomonyaina, TeodeM Toxxe HUYEro He OTBevyasl. — XOuelllb, s CHOBa
npugy?

— Jleno TBOE, — eJie CIIBIILIHO BbIAABWII OH, He IMsAs Ha Pomanmio.

— A g npuny! — ropsuo 3aBepuiia oHa. — HaBepHoe, elie uepes Hezesno.

[To myTH 1oMO# OOJTMK HOBOTO 3HAKOMOTO BCE CTOSUI Iepe]] IazamMu PomMainu — Tak nmogpoOHO
OTIEYaTAJIMCh B ee mamsIT uepThl Teodema. OH ObUT Xy[1, 00IE3HEHHO XY/I, Ha €T0 JIUIIE B HECKOIBKUX
MecTax ObUIM 3aMETHBI KaKhe-TO MaJIeHbKHE TEMHO-KpacHble pyOIlbl — HO He TaKue CTpallHble, KaK
npezacraBisioch Pomamiu. OHa BOOOIIE UCTIBITaa TOPA30 MEHbIIE TaUIMBOCTH, YeM OXHJaia OT
BCTpeuM ¢ mpokaxkeHHbIM. [laxe ra3a Teodema — kapue, YuCTbIe, 9yTh MeYaTbHbIE — HE THOWJIHCh,
KaK 3T0 OOBIYHO ObIBAET y MOpakeHHBIX Oose3Hbl0. Bripouem, Pomanus 3Hama o ee KoBapcTBe U O
TOM, YTO 3Ta 3apa3a MOKET JOOUBATh JIIOZIEH rogamMu.

Cgoe cnoBo Pomanus caepkaiia — 1 yepe3 Helello, U yepe3 Ase... Pomanus npuxoauia K
PYUbIO, JOKHMIAIACK, TIOKA MOSIBUTCS TeodeM, 1 OHM pa3roBapvBajIM, CTOSI UM CHJsI HAa TpaBe — BCe
TaK ke, Ha PAaCCTOSIHUM, TIO Pa3Hble CTOPOHBI pyubs. Haunnanma u nomuepxuBana 6eceqy OObIYHO
Pomanus — TeodeM modTy HU O YeM caM He CITpaIIMBaJI, XOTsl Ha BOIPOCH JEBYIIKU OTBEUaTh He
OTKasbIBaJICs. [lake MOKMHYB CBOIO TEHIEpy, OH BCEe paBHO Kak Oyaro ocraBajics B Heil. Ho mocre-
MIEHHO €r0 BHYTPEHHUE TUCKU HEMHOTo ocyaleltd, ¥ I0HOIIA TOXe Hayajl MHTEPECcOBAThCS KU3HBIO
Pomanuu. Cam oH no-npexkHeMy OCTaBaJICsl HE CJIMIIKOM CJIOBOOXOTJIMBBIM, HO CJIyIIaTh yMeJ Ipe-
KPacHO — JaXe B €r0 MOTYaHUH YyBCTBOBAJIMICh UCKPEHHOCTh U BHUMAHHE.

Opnax e Pomanus HaOpanack XpaOpOCTH U CIIPOCHIIA:

— [Novemy ThI xkMBeIIL B 3TOH Teliepe, coceM oauH? Benp ecim ¢ ToOOH YTO CIyUUTCsl, HUKTO
Jae He y3Haer. ..
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— U nycth He y3HaeT, — cynopokHO TpsixHyJ Teodem TeMHO-pycoit ronoBoit. — Co MHOM yxe
HUYEro He CITyYUTCs OOJIBIIE TOTO, YTO CIYYMIIOCh. [la U Te, KOTOphIe B JJauyrax, — Majlo OTIMYaloTCs
OT TeX, KTO B TOpOJIE. ...

U nocrenenHo, c0BO 32 CJIOBOM, KpyIuIia 3a Kpynutiei, Pomanus y3nana ucrtopuio Teodema
— KaK OH CJIeJIaJICsl OMMHOKKM XKUTEJIEM OIMHOKOro YOeXKHINa B Melepe.

Heckomnbko et Hazag Teodemy BOPYr CTao Xy[d0; POOUTENN MPUIJIACKIN IBYX JIeKapeu, Te
J0JITO OCMATPUBAJIX OOJIBHOTO, 3aTEM BHIIIUIY 32 MIEPETOPOIKY U TaM eI1ie JOJIbIIE O YeM-TO TOBOPHIIH
— CHayaja BABOEM, NIOTOM K HUM INPHUCOEIMHUINCh HETPOMKHE rosoca poauteseit. [To oOpbBKam
pasroBopa Teodem moragancs (OH B3sul Ha ceOsi CMEJIOCTh MOACIYIIATh), YTO BPaud MOA03PEBAIOT
y HEro TOT CTpAIlHbIA HeAyT, KOTOPbIA HAaBCErJa OTIAENseT 3apa)keHHOro OT 3A0poBbIX. IIpoBOaMB
JIeKapey U yJIOoXKUB JIETel, POIUTENH MOJIHOYY COBEIIAINCD, CTIOPWIIN, HUKAK HE MOTJIM PEIUThb — KaK
UM OBITh, €CJTU TIONO3peHUs Bpauel noarBepaArcsa. Uro Toraa Oymer ¢ camum TeodpemoM U Mtaj-
My ietbMu? Pa3zee MoxkHO noBeprath ux onacHoctu? Het, ckopeid, CKopeid. . .

Teodem CHOBa PUCKHYJT MOACIYIIATh — U YTO «CKOPEH», MOHSLT Cpa3y, XOTsA ¥ HEMHOI'O TO-
cBoeMmy. Jlonu Busiesin B HeM ONacCHOCTh — M OTTOTO CaM¥ CTAaHOBMJIUCH He MeHee onacHbl. M Teodem
Pl He KAaTh U CAeNaTh CAMOMY TO, UYTO HE CErOJHs-3aBTpa coBepiar apyrue. OH cOOCTBEHHO-
PYYHO HaJIeJ Ha IIel0 3aKJIATHIN KOJIOKOIBYMK — MOJI, He TPUOJIMKANTECh KO MHE, HE TPOTaiiTe MEeHs
— 1 TIOKUHYJI JIOM.

B xubaps! mpokaxkeHHbIx Teodem He moren — BUIETh TAKUX K€ HeCUACTHBIX €My XOTEJIOCh
ele MeHbIIe, 1a ¥ KoMy OH TaM HyxkeH? Tak oH oTeickas ceOe mpucranuiie B rnemepe. [lepsoe
BpeMsl IIUTAJICS TEM, YTO HAXOI¥JT OOIM30CTH, MHOT/A 110 IBA-TPH JTHS €ro 006e10M OblIa JIUIIb BOAA
u3 pyubsi. [IoToM 0 ero cymiecTBOBaHUM Kak-TO Y3HAJIM U CTaJM MPUHOCHTH eMy muily. HasepHoe,
PEIIIIN, YTO OH OCOOEHHO 3apa3eH.

— U TBI C TEX NOp HU pa3y He BUJEJ CBOIO ceMblo? Yl HUuero He 3Haellb O Heil?

Teogem MOTHYI rOJIOBOIA.

— Hymaio, 1 OHM 000 MHE MaJIo YTO 3HAOT. { Jake He yBepeH, KUBYT JIM OHH €Il B 3TOM
ropozie. Hu onuiH U3 HUX clofia He TPUXOIMIL.

— Ortkyna tebe u3BecTHO? Thl UTO, BUJMIID HA PACCTOSHUM?

— Jloragascs OBbl.

OH 0 yeM-To moayMas U 100aBUIT:

— U HukTo He npuxonwi. Tl nepBast BOT Tak MPUIILIA U 3aTOBOPUJIA CO MHOM.

Pomanus yneiOHymach.

— A 4TO B 3TOM Takoro?

— Tsl HE GoumIbCA.

— Yero 60sThCS, KOTa THI 371€Ch, a 51 TyT? [la K ToMy *ke. .. — OHa MpHUIoAHsIa pyKu, 0OBsI3aH-
HbIE TIOJIOCKAMH TKaHU.

— Bce paBHO... He CTOW CJUIIIKOM OJIU3KO. ..

— Jla MHe 1 Tak yxe qomoit nopa. 1o ceunanbs, Teodem!

— Jlo cBugaHb. ..

BosBparasce, Pomanus Bce gymana u gymana o0 ycnsiimanHoM ot Teodema. CTpaHHBIN OH
BCE-TaKH... CMEIIHBIM OBl €ro Ha3Basa, ecy Obl BCe HE BHIIILUIO ISl HEro Tak MedanbHo... OTKyaa
cronbko Oos3an? [laxe ¢ Helt? Wu... B HEM rOBOPUT 00MAa — HA TeX, KTO OCTaJICS B TOpojie, KTO
BBITOJIKHYJI €70 B TAKYIO JKM3Hb, J1a U BOOOIIIE Ha BCEeX Moapsin?

Ecnn oHO Tak — tutoxu ero nena... Ho Pomanus Bee ke Hagesanach CMATYUTh €ro OQMHOYECTBO
U BepHYTh Teodemy Bepy B Jiozeil. 11 3TOro HyKHbI TOJIBKO J1acKa, HACTOWYMBOCTD. .. U BpEMs,
BpeMms, Bpems. CTpaiHo ObUIO Aaxe MPeAronokuTh ckombko. Ho Pomanus nmoyemy-To Obiia yBe-
peHa, uto 0ok, mpruurHeHHas Teodemy, Korna-HuOynb 3axuBeT. He Te y Hero riasa, Kakue y 3710-
naMsTHBIX Jmofer ObiBatoT. axe korga TeodeM MpavyHeeT WM HAYMHAET YIPSIMUTHCS, €ro B3MIs
OCTaeTCsl KAKUM-TO YVUBUTEIHHO YUCTHIM. . .
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Pomanusa paxe 3amenmia mar.

Yucteim! OHa BeJib elie B epBbI pa3 3amMeTua, 4to ri1a3a Teodema, Aa 1 Bech ero Buj — Kak-
TO HE COOTBETCTBYIOT CTPAIIIHBIM OMMCAHUSM MPOKAKEHHBIX, KOTOpPbIE OHA CIIBIIIANA CTOJBKO Pas.
Tak MOXeT OBbITh... MOXeT ObITh, Y Teodema Oblia Kakas-To apyras 0one3Hb? MoxeT, Bpaud TOra
ommomck? Moxer, OH U He 3apa3eH BoBce?

Dra MBIC/b TaK Topaswia Pomanuio, uro moOyauia aercTBoBarh HeMeaieHHo. OHa Ha XOmy
CpbIBaJia C JIMIIA TJIATOK M C PYK — TPSIMOYHbIE OMHTHI: BCE 9TO OHA OCTaBHJIA HA CBAJIKE Y TOPOACKUX
BOPOT. YMBIBIIUCH B CTPYsIX (DOHTaHA HA TJIABHOM TUIOMmaau, Pomamus Gpocuiach K oMy JIeKapsi.

JleBy1iKe 310pOBO MOBE3JI0: OH KaK pa3 BEpHYJICS JOMOM 3a Noimyaca A0 €€ IpUuxoa.

— l'ocioauu nekapp! — Bbinanuia PoManust mpsiMo ¢ mopora Toi KOMHATBI, Ky/Ia €€ IIPOBOAMIIH.
— locnionuH niekaphb, CKaxuTe, BaM YTO-HUOYIb N3BECTHO O MPOKAXEHHOM U3 remiepsl? — Ml KopoTko
M3JI0KWJIa JIeKaplo Bee, uTo 3Haia 0 Teodpeme. — MHe kaxeTcs, y Hero BoBce He mpokasa. [lo-moemy,
OH TaK ke 3J0POB, KAK MbI C BAMH. ...

Jlexapsb 3agyma’cs v CHOBa MOPOOHO paccrpociit POMaiuio 0 TOM, Kak BHIIVISIIUT €€ OTIIEb-
HUK.

— HasepHoe, Tbl ipaBa, Pomanus. .. Ho mogrBepanTs 310 €1Ba 11 BO3MOXHO.

Pomanus Obi1a camo HeoyMeHue. Jlekaphb MOCTIeI OObICHUTHCS:

— Cama nocynu. Eciu yBUIAT, 94TO KTO-TO € KOJOKOJIBYMKOM Ha IIlee 3aXOIUT B MOM JIOM WU
B YeH-TO ellle — ero ke MPOCTO YObIOT HAa MeCTe. A MeHs B CBOIO IeIepy OH U TIOJABHO HE IMyCTHT.

— INouemy? Bel uto-TO 3HAaeTe 0 HeM? Wnu 0 ero poaHbIx ?

Jlekapsp omycTui riasa.

— O Teodgeme s koe-uto ciplmai. Ho ero cempio s HUKOrAa He mosb3oBall. axe He 3HaIo,
KTO €ro POAMTENH U rJe uXx JoM. — Jlekapb B3IOXHYN M MpUOaBWI: — Y TeOs ropsiuee cepiie, HO
MaJio ombiTa, Pomanus, — tede TpyaHo Oyner moHsTh... Korga yenoBek cam BemaeTr cebe Ha IIelo
KOJIOKOJIbYMK TIPOKaKEHHOTO — TYT BPaud HE TIOMOTYT.

Pomanus yiina ot Hero o3agaueHHOM, HO Bce ke yTteneHHou. Ckopee BCero, y cTpaxa riasa
BeJMKY, U Teodem NeicTBUTENBHO 310POB, TOJBKO CaM HE PeIlaeTcsl B 3TO MOBEPUTh. A JieKapb —
YeJIOBeK MOXKWJIOHN U MPOCTO, HABEPHOE, HE XOUeT pucKoBaTh. Hy 4TO *e... TOrja puckHEeT OHa.

Pomanus 3Hana, 4To OT MPOKaKEHHBIX OOBIYHO UCXOAMT YKaCHBIN 3amax. Bo3aMokHO, OHa ero
MIPOCTO HE YYBCTBYET — Be[lb JIUIIO Y Hee caMoi 3aKpbITo. [Ipuaercs: onuH pa3odek paccTaTbesi ¢ 3TOM
oponeii. Ecu Teodem cMoXkeT MOTOM BEPHYTHCS K JIOISIM — OHO TOTO CTOMT.

Crpaxa Pomanus no-npexnemy He vcnbIThiBasIa. Eil BCOMHMIICS paccka3 00 0IHOM TpaBe[-
HUKe, KOTOPBI Jjaxke 0OHMMATh IPOKakeHHBIX He Oosicsi. Het, Pomanst BoBce He coOnpasiach 3Toro
JenaTh U yX TeM OoJiee He MpruKcisiia cedsl K paBeJHUIIaM, — HO BeJJb TOT YeJIOBEK ObUI c1adoro
3[I0pOBBS, U 3apa3a ero He TPOHyJIa. 3HAUUT, €l ¥ IIOJAaBHO HEYEro OMacaThCsl.

Boiins B 1om, Pomanusi CTONKHYJIACh ¢ OAHOM U3 CITYKAHOK.

— Yo ¢ ToO0#, rocrioka? Y TeOs JUI0 TaK ¥ TOpuUT!

— Huuero. .. TIpocro Ha ynuie xapa, a s nuia odyeHb ObicTpo. [IpuHecu MHe cBexell BOAbl B
KOMHary, — TIOMPOCHJIa OHA U TIOCTIEIIIa K cebe — 00aymarh Be€ 0e3 roMex.

B crnenytomuit pa3 Pomanust otnpaBmiach K pydbio B OOBIYHOM BHJE [UISI TAKUX BBIXOJOB,
4yTOOBI HE BBI3BATh JIMIITHUX MOJO3pEeHUI y nomaniaux. Ho cama oHa HEMHOTO BOJTHOBAJach — MpH
MBICJTH, 4TO cerofHs Teodem BriepBble YBUIUT €€ JIUIIO.

JoxnaBimch 0HOImM, PomMasust monbitanach BEpHYTHCS K MX TMOCIEAHEMY Pa3roBOpy U IMpU-
HSIJTACh OCTOPOKHO PaCcCIpalinBaTh O ero IaBHEN OOIe3HH.

Teodem oTBeuyan ckyno, HEOXOTHO — Pomasium mokas3anoch, YTO OH cefvac «yHIeT B MOJ-
YaHKy», KaK OHa 3TO Mpo ceOsi Ha3biBasIa. [IeByIlka 3aroBopuia o Apyrom:

— A Kak 30ByT TBoUX ponutenel, Teopem? I'ne onm xkuByT? BepHee, xxuinu paHblile, BMeCTe
¢ T000i1?

— 3auem? — nompauHen Teodem. — Mckath ux xouelib? ITO BCE paBHO UTO UTOJIKY B CEHE. ..
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— W sToT pyueit B TpaBe. — Pomanus ykaszasna Ha CTPYHKY BOABI ITOJ] HOraMu. — $1 ero cHavana
Y HE 3aMeTHJIA.

Teodem cnado ycMexHyIcs.

— TeGe He XOTENOCH MUTH...

— HeBaxxHble rpaHMIIBl Y TBOUX BIaJEeHU, — yibiOHyIach Pomamus. — Tebe Ob1 1o30p mocra-
BUTD... XOI! — 1 OHA JIETKO TMepPecKoYMsIa Yepe3 pyuel, okazaBumch ¢ TeoeMoM JIMIIOM K JIUILY.

Teodem orcTynui Ha 1mar Hazan.

— Thl uTO?..

— Hudero, — HeBO3MyTUMO OTO3Basiach Pomanusi, ocBoOOOXk1ast pyKH OT MOBS30K. — J1030p-TO
He BbicTaBiieH. Kto 3anperut? — C 3TMMU CJI0BaMHU OHa CIAEpHYJIA C JIMIA IJIaTOK.

— Tet uto?.. — moBTOpUI Teodem, OIIeIOMICHHBIH elle OOJbIIIE.

— MHe xapko, — ¢ HApOUYMTHIM 3a/10poM cKaszana Pomamus. [lyckaii cuuTaer ee 3Takoi cyma-
COpOIHOI IeBUIIEH — el OHO ceifuac Ha PyKy.

— Ho T#I1... HO Benp 4...

— Jlekapu uHoraa ommobaTcs. — Pomanus He npsitana yablOKy: HUKAKOTO 37I0BOHHS He ObLIIO
Y B IOMUHE — €€ JJOraJIka MOATBEP K 1aIach.

— Kakue nekapu? — Hacropoxuicsi Teodem.

— Hy xots Ol Te, uTO K TeGe Toraa npuxonwiu. KTo-to ommocs: wiv OHU, WK THI. . .

JIuo Teodema cTano HanpsiKEHHBIM.

— Yro Thl TaKOE TOBOPUIIIH?

— Yro THI, BO3MOXHO, 1 HE OOJIEH BOBCE.

IOHo1ma moTtHy rostoBoit. OH He BepuJ1 — WM BEPUTh HE XOTEJl.

— A 3107 — OH NOKAa3aJl Ha CBOE JIULIO.

— Yro-to gpyroe... Ho He mpoka3za!

Teodem cHOBa MOTHYJI FOJIOBOM, OJHAKO TTpoMosyall. A Pomanus npogoikana:

— Eciu 9710 Tak, Thl CMOXeIb BEPHYThCS OOPATHO. . .

— Mens He nyctsT, — nepeou Teodem, cxaB pykor BEpEBKY € KOTOKOJIBYMKOM OTBEP;KEHHOTO.

— Heropnas no6psikymika! Mosxenb BHIOPOCUTH €€ Ha CBAJIKY — TaM el caMoe MecTo!

— Mens mMoryT y3Hath 1 6e3 Hee. BoJbllie HUKTO He yMaeT Tak, KaK JyMaellb Thl.

— Jla THI COBCEM He MOX0Xk Ha MPOKaXEHHOTo! — B HeTepreHn! BOCKIMKHYna Pomanus. — Xots
Obl MOMM-TO TJ1a3aM 1moBeph! CKOJBKO JIET THI yke B 3Tou rerepe? Hy? Eciu 3a Bce 9T0 Bpemst JIMIo
y TeOs1 He PacyxJio U KOKa He MOKPbUIACh CTPYNbSMU — 3HAYKT, BPaYd MPUHSLIA OTHO 32 IpYyroe,
U Thl 310poB, Teodpem! Tlonnmaenis? 310pos!

Teodem crerka cxaics v cAena elle OyH Iar Ha3al.

— Iocroit, Teogpem... nopoxu. .. [logarmu pyoamky. Ioxkanyiicra. ..

— Her... Het, — ABaX bl MOBTOPWII OH, HE CTOJIBKO C YITPSIMCTBOM, CKOJIBKO C KAKUM-TO OTYasi-
HueM. Ero ciioBHO crpaimia Bo3MoxHas rnpaBota Pomanuu.

— IMogaumu pydamky! — BIacTHO MPUKPHUKHYIA oHAa. — HemennenHo mogHumu!

Pomanus He ObUTa BCIIBUIBYMBOM M HHUKOTZIA HE TIOMBIKJIA Jaxke ciayramu (poautenu Obl eil
MIPOCTO HE MO3BOJIMIIN), HO B TAKME MUHYTHI €€ BOJIEBOHM XapakTep JaBaj ceOs 3HaTh. Buaumo, Obu10
B €€ JIMIIE U TOJI0Ce HEeUTO TaKoe, UTo 3acTaBmiio Teodema MogIMHUTHCS.

[Non ucrpenanHOM XOIIIOBOM TKAHBIO BUJHENACH Oesiasi Koka, COBCEM He TPOHYTast — HU COJTH-
1IeM, HA paHaMH, KOTOPBIE TIPOKa3a OCTaBJISIET Ha Tejie YesioBeKa. JIUIb HeCKOJIBKO TEMHO-PO30BBIX,
32)KMBAIOIMX PyOUMKOB MOPTHIIM 3Ty HEKHYIO, MOJIOUHYIO OS/IU3HY.

Pomanus eziBa He 3a/10XHYACh, a 3aTeM e/IBa He 3aruisicaia OT pajocTH.

— Teogem! — BeTOXHYIA OHA. — Y TeOst He Tipokasa! Jlekapu u BrpssMb ommomvcs! Tebe 3mech
OoJIbIlIe HEYero JeNarh, Cabuib? Tel — He mpokaxkeHHbIH, Teodem! Uto ¢ Todoi, Teodem?..

B npumnanke Boctopra Pomaius He 3aMeTHIa, 4To I0HOIIA BAPYT cTaj Oeanee oObraHoro. Ero
Onia MesKasi JpOXKb.
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— Her.

— Xouellb 1 Jabllie OCTaBaThCs TYT?

— Ja.

Pomanus ensa He 6pocuna: «Hy uTo 3a miynoctu!» — HO, yBUIEB NOTeMHeBIIMe I71a3a Teo-
(pema, 3aroBopuiia uHave:

— Teocem, mubiid. .. Maem co MHO# BMecTe! Eciu ol Tymaenib, 4To TeOe HeKyja BEpHYThCH,
€CJIM Thl OOUIIILCS, YTO TBOM TeOsl HE MPU3HAIOT — KUBHU B HAIIIEM JIOME, MOW POIMTENU MPUMYT TeOs
KaK pOJIHOTO, Y HUX JIIOOBU Ha JeCATEPhIX XBATUT — YK s-To 3Hato! Hy xe, Teopem? — Ona nmpotsHya
K HeMy pyku. — Unem!

Teodem ormiatHyscs, CIOBHO 3T0 Pomanus Oblla POKaKEHHOW, M OBICTPHIM JBHKEHUEM
yOpas pykd 3a CIVHY.

Pomanus pacrepsiiace. Ee B3y ynasn Ha BEPEBKY € KOJIOKOJIBYUMKOM, CBUCAIOIYIO ¢ 1en Teo-
ema. Ee oxBaTui rHeB.

— Jla cHUMM e Thbl CBOU NPOKJIATHIN OyOenert!..

Omna nogHsIa pyKy, 4ToObl COPBaTh HEHABUCTHBIN 3HAK, — HO TeodeM pe3ko OTTONKHYII ee.

— Vxonn.

—Yro?..

— Vxomu... Yxonu orciona! Yxonu!..

Pomanus He nmoBepwia cBouM ymam. 1o kKpudan Teodem, Bcerga Takol TUXUI, 3aXKaThii,
OOSI3IMBBIN — U KpUYaJl HA Hee.

Ha stoT pa3 nepecunmia ero Boss. Y PoManuu ee XBaTuiio TOJBKO HA TO, YTOOBI CAEPXKaTh
cne3pl. OHa OblTa OcKopOJIeHa, olaparieHa, couTa ¢ TOJKY — U COBEpIIEHHO He TOHUMAJla, YeM
BbI3Bas1a B Teodeme Takylo 3/10CTb.

Ortoii/ist Ha HECKOJIBKO ITIAaroB OT pyubsi, Pomanmus orisHynack. Teodema tam yxe He Obi1o. Ha
pbIKel TpaBe Oesiesiv TOJIBKO IJIATOK U MOJOCKU TPSTIOK.

—Yro ¢ Toboit, Pomanus? — BeTpeBokmIach Math. JJodb OblIa TaK pacCTpOEHa, YTO He MbITaJIach
3TO CKpPBITh. — TeOst KTo-To obuaen?

— Yry, — BeLiaBui1a Pomanusa v yTkHyJ1ach MaTe€pHy B IUIEYO, HUYETO HE OTBEYasi: Mellal KOMOK
B ropJe.

Marb nomnsiTanach HEHaBSI3YMBO YCIIOKOUTH €€ 1 OOJIbIIIe BOMPOCOB HE 3a/aBajia — BUENa, YTO
nouepu He 10 Toro. [la Pomanus v cama He xoTena 6eCIOKOMTh MaTh pacCKa3aMH O TOM, Kak OJIM3KO
coiaCb C OOAHUM M3 IIPOKAXKEHHBIX — HY, WJIKM KOT'O CYUTAIOT ITPOKAKECHHBIM, KaKaAd pa3sHUIIA. K TOMY
K€ MaThb HETIPEMEHHO NpUHsIa Obl CTOPOHY JOUepH — HE B €€ XapakTepe ObUIO 3allUINaTh TOro, KTO
nosen Pomamio 10 cme3. A ot Hamaok Ha Teodema et crano Owl emre 6ombHee. OHA U cama He
3HaJ1a IOYEMY.

Hewmmoro YCITOKOMBIIKWCB, OHA PEHINJIA TTIOTOBOPUTL C OTHOM — HE OTKJIaAbIBasA, 9TUM KC BEUYC-
poM. OH cyibsi, OH MYZIpbIil YEIOBEK, Yepe3 HEro CTONBKO JIIOAEW MPOXOAUT — YK OH-TO B HUX pa3-
Oupaercs ¥ CMOXKET JaTh COBET.

ViyuuB MuHyTYy nociie yxkuHa, Pomanus nompocuia oTia 3aiTi B ee KOMHaTy. Tam oHa Bce
YECTHO U MOIPOOHO paccKaszaia eMy o Bcrpedax ¢ TeodemMom, 0 caMoM I0HOIIIE ¥ 00 UX CEerofiHAIIHEH
ccope.

— He nmonumato, 4to s Takoro ckazana... Yem s ero oduaena, namn?

— Huuewm, Pomanusi, ve kopu ceOst. [IpocTo Thl 1O cBOEMY cepaily OCTyIaja — a OH [0 CBOEMY.
A cepaua y Bac pasHble.

Pomanus, eme 6ostbliie HOrpycTHEB, MOKavaa rOJIO0BOM.

— Her, nana. .. Teogem He Takoil MJIOXOH, KaK Thl JyMaellb. Thl ke caM MHE BCerjja TOBOPILL:
JKeJaelllb y3HaTh YeJioBeKa — MOCMOTpH eMy B mia3a. A 'y Teodema onm 1oOpseie. Jaxke korma ciioBa
€ro 3Jble.
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— A 4 pa3Be Ha3BaJ ero MIOXUM YeJIOBEKOM? — IPUMOIHsLT OpoBb oTell. — Ho BcrioMHM: ObITh
MOJET, B €ro rja3ax OblJI0 YTO-TO elle, KpoMe J0OPOTHI?

Pomanusa npunypuiace, BCIIOMUHAS.

— Jla, ObL10.

— Yro xe?

— Crpax.

Mope crpaxa, XoTena 100aBUTh OHA, HO MOYEMY-TO He crana. TombKo 0OXBaTwiIa pyKamu
KOJIGHU U B3IOXHYJIa:

— 3Hato, Thl MeHs1 OyZelb OpaHUTh 32 HEOCTOPOKHOCTD. .. HO OH He mpokakeHHBIH, Tana. 1o
000U MOATBEPIUT.

— Bepno. He npokaxkennsiii. Ho oH cam 3axoTes UM cTatb.

Pomanus Bcrpenenysach. YTo-To MOQOOHOE OHA CIIBIIIANIA PaHBbIIe, OT JIeKaps. ..

— To ectpb kak?!.

— Crpax, Pomamus. Tel He ommoOnace. Teodem Goutcs mozeit... na u cedst cpeau moaeid. U
KOJIOKOJIbYMK TTPOKAKEHHOTO — BEPHEUIIINI CIIOCO0 OT HUX 3aUTUThCS. [1ycTh Tebs onacaiores Te,
KOTO OIacaenibcsl ThI.

CroBa oTI1a 3Byvaliu MPaBMBO, HO 10 KOHIIA Pomanus He cornaranach.

— Bynb oHO Tak, oH OBl cOeskal B CBOIO Telepy B NEPBbIN ke JIeHb, KOrJa 5 3asBUIach. A OH
MIPUXOAMIT KaXKIbIi Pa3 ¥ pa3roBapyuBal CO MHOM — BOT Kak s C TOOOM ceryac. ..

Orten ycMexHyJIcs.

— Jla, — moKa BbI ObLTM TIO pa3Hble CTOPOHBI Pyubsi. A CTOMJIO Tebe MepelarHyTh. . .

— BrixoauT, st BUHOBaTa B TOM, YTO MOAOIUIA ... CITUIIKOM OIU3KO?

— Tak 6;u3Ko, YTO YBH/EIAa B HEM HE OTBEPKEHHOTO, HE BBICEJIEHHOTO, a TAKOTO K€ YeJIOBEKa,
Kak Thl cama. Tak 6;1m3K0, uTo noctaBuia TeodeMa K JKU3HU JIMLIOM. .. ¥ HACTYIIHJIA Ha XBOCT BCEM
ero cTpaxam — M KOTOpbIE OH HCIBITHIBAJI, M KOTOpbIe BHYIIA. Thl M KOJOKOMBYMKA, €TO TIABHOTO
OpYXUsI He T000sIack. .. — OTel| 4y Th MoMoJa, pa3ayMeiBast. — [la, Tel xoTenna momous Teodemy. U
3TO XOpo1o, PoMasusi, 310 01aropoaHo — Aaxe TBOsI HEOCTOPOKHOCT. HO 4TOOBI BBITH U3 MEIEphl,
Teodem ngomkeH cam 3Toro 3axoteTb. Hu Thl, HU KTO Ipyroy ero oTTyja He BbIBEJIET.

— Ja veyxenu emy Tam Jjyuiie? OgHoMy, BIPOrojiofb, B TeMHOTE j1a B TecHoTe? Tonmbko He
TOBOPH, YTO BCE CYACTIIMBHI MO-cBoeMy. He Bepio s1, OyATO KOMY-TO B AOXK/Ib CyXO ObIBaeT.

— 3Haenib, Pomanusi, ectb Ha CBETe JIIOIU, KOTOPBHIX M CYACTbE CTPAIIUT, U Ybs-TO JIOOOBb
nyraer. .. [Toxoxe, Teodem u3 Takux. IT0 BOT MBI C TOOOH paccykaaeM — «Ije 51 Oyay CuacTIrBee.
Ay Hero JIpyrou ojIxof] — «rjie MHe He Oy/IeT Xyxe».
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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