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Yacte 1

I'naBa 1. Hacieaqnuk neiia

Co3HaHKe BO3Bpamayioch MeaieHHo. OHO MPOCaYMBaIOCh CKBO3b BaTHYIO TEJICHY HEOBITHS
TOHKUMH, OOJIe3HEHHBIMU UIJIAMH, KaxJas U3 KOTOpbIX Obuta BocoMuHaHueM. ['poxor. Ilagenue.
bone. Tema.

[epBbiM, uTo Benerus onrytuiia, 6bi1a 60, He Ta octpast, peskyias 601b CXBaTOK, YTO pBaJia
€€ Ha YaCTy COBCEM HeIaBHO. DTa OblIa APYror — TYIOW, BCEOOBEMITIONIEH, OHA pa3Iniiach M0 BCEMY
Teny, OyATO ee KOCTH MPEeBPATUIIMCh B OCKOJIKU CTEKJIa, & MBIIIIBI — B OJIUH CIUIOLTHOM, HOIOIIUIA
cuHsAK. OHa Jiexxana Ha 4eM-TO MATKOM, HO HEPOBHOM, Y KaX[bli BJIOX OTIABAJICSA TYIBIM YIapoM
B peOpax.

Omna ¢ TpynoM paznenuia BeKu. Mup ObUT pa3sMbIThIM, CepbIM, IUIbIBYIIMM. [loTpedoBasioch
HECKOJIBKO JIONITUX, MYYMTENIbHBIX CEKYHJ, 4TOoObI 3peHue cokycupoBaioch. OHa Haxoouiach B
OJIHOM 13 GOKOBBIX KOMHAT JIBOPIIA, TOH, YTO MIPUMBIKAJIA K ITIaBHOMY 3a1y. BepHee, B TOM, UTO OT Hee
octajnioch. [10TONIOK Haj roJ0BOM MPOBUC, U CKBO3b OTPOMHYIO TPEIIMHY COUMIICS OJeqHbli, Oe3pa-
JOCTHBIN CBET paccBeTa. B cTeHe 3usi1 MposioM, Yepe3 KOTOPbIid BUIHEICS IBOP, YCHIITAHHBIN TeaMu
U IBIMSIIIUMUCS 00JIOMKaMH. Bo3ayx ObLT TSKENIBIM, €ro ObLIO OOJIBHO BABIXaTh — OH TIaX raphlo,
KPOBBIO, CHIPOI KAMEHHOM MbLIbIO U CMEPTHIO.

Bokpyr Hee Obl1 xaoc. Heckonbko yleneBimx cy:KaHOK B U30PBAaHHBIX, UCIIAYKAHHBIX I1J1a-
ThSIX METAJIMCh 110 KOMHATe, Kak TeH!. KTo-To ImbITajicst pa3kedb OroHb B pa30UTOM KaMUHE, KTO-TO
pBaJI Ha OMHTHI YLIEJIEBIIHIA KyCOK ToOesieHa. B yrity THXo cToHal paHeHbIi TBapyieetl.

Paccier Haj Barpsiapiv [Trkom ObUT 1IBETa 3aMIeKIIECcsl KPOBU U CTAPOT'0, BHIIIBETIIETO 30J10Ta.
OH He mpuHec ¢ coOOM HU HOBOTO JIHSI, HU Hadexbl. JIuibs ocBeTm anokanurcuc. Jlyuu, rycroie
OT JIbIMa U KaMEHHOW TbUTH, TPOOUBAIIMCH CKBO3b PBaHbIE JIBIPhl B CBOJUYATHIX MOTOJKAX M Uepe3
pa3ouThie BUTPaKH, BHIXBATHIBAsl U3 TMOJTyMpaKa CIEHbl pa3pyllueHus. Bo3ayx ObUT TSKeNIbIM, ero
ObLIO OOJBHO BJIBIXaTh — OH IaX O30HOM I0CJIe TPO3bl, PACKAJICHHBIM KaMHEM, Tapblo U CMEpPTHIO.
Ho tuimna, npumieainas Ha CMeHy peBy OMTBBI, OblJIa KAKON-TO HEMPaBUIBHOM.

Dt0 ObUIa He MPOCTO THINHMHA. BeHerws, mpuxons B ceOs, MOYYBCTBOBAJIA 3TO BCEM CBOMM
M3MYYeHHBIM TesioM. OT caMoro KamHsI TIoJ] Hel, OT CTeH, OT YIIEJICBIINX OallleH BAIeKe UCXOIUT
HU3KUH, HeMpeKparawumics, Buopupyomuil ryn. OH ObUT el1Ba CIBIIIEH yXOM, HO TIPOHUKAN B
CaMyI0 I'Py/ib, 3aCTaBJIsAsI KOCTH PE3OHMPOBATH B TAKT C 3TOM BCEIEHCKOW CKOPOBIO0. TO He OBLIO 3XOM
oOBasa. 3Byuaina «JIpakoHbsi CkopOb» — TIpoIIaibHas TIECHb CAMOW TOPbI, OTUIAKUBAIOIIEH THOeb
CBOMX MOT'YIIIECTBEHHbIX JIETEH.

Ona npunonHsiaach Ha JIOKTe, MpeBo3Morasi 00Jib, ¥ IOCMOTpENa B IPOJioM B cTeHe. Tam, BO
ABOpE, Jiexkaau oHu. M oHa yBujiena, 4to uX CMEpTh — He MPOCTO yracaHue IIoTh. D10 ObUIO COOBI-
THe, U3MEHUBILIEe cCamMy MPUPOLY ITOrO MeCTa.

KpoBb Burcanus, BbITeKINas 13 ero OECUMCIEHHBIX paH, He 3acThula OypbiMu Jiy)xamu. OHa
KPUCTATM30Baach. THICSYM MEJIKUX, OCTPBIX, KK UIJIbl, OCKOJIKOB UUCTOTO, HO TYCKJIOTO, HEXKUBOTO
30J10Ta MOKPIBAJIM KAMHH BOKPYT €ro Teja, ciado Meplias B yrpeHHeM cBete. Kazasnoch, cama 3emiist
ucTopIyia u3 cedst 30JI0TO, YTOOBI MOYTUTH CBOETO TABIIIEr0 KOPOJISL.

A Tteno Jlucucrpara He ocTeiBasio. M3 IyOOKHMX paH Ha €ro ajiod Yellye BCe ellle COYMIIKCH
TOHKUE, €/IBa 3aMETHBIE CTPYHKU YEPHOTO JIbIMa, TaxHyIero cepod. Ero kpoBb He 3amekjiach — OHa
MPOAOJIKAJIA MEJIEHHO TJIETh, LIUIIS PH COPUKOCHOBEHMU C YTpeHHEN pocor. OroHb, KOTOPBIA
ObLT €r0 CYThIO, HE XOTEJl YMUPATh BMECTE C HUM.

JIBa Gora ObLIM MEPTBBI, M cama 3eMJIsl, caMa ropa, OTKa3bIBaIach MPUHATH UX YXO[, 3aCThIB B
3TOM MPOTHUBOECTECTBEHHOM, CKOPOHOM puTyase. BeHeTust cMoTpesna Ha 9T0, U ee JIMUHasi Tpareausi
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Ha MFHOBEHHE YTOHYJIA B OIYIIEHUW Yero-To ropasao 0osbiiero. 1o Obula He IPOCTO THOeh IBYX
BparoB. [Ipousomen paziom B Muposganun. M mocpeau 3Toro pasiaoma, B SMUIIEHTPE BCEJIEHCKOM
ckopOu, niexxana oHa. U ee peGeHOK, KOTOPBIN ObUT PUYMHOM U CJI€ICTBUEM BCETO 3TOTO.

N TyT oHa BcnoMHuMIIA.

[MamsaTh 0 MOCTIeHEM, CAaMOM TJIABHOM COOBITHH 9TON HOUM yJapuiia ee C HOBOH cuiioit. Pebe-
HOK. Ee peOGeHok.

[Nanuka, XonoaHas v nuIKas, oxBaruia ee. OHa pe3Ko, peBo3Morasi O0JIb, MOMBITATIACH CECTh.

— I'ne oH? — ee royoc ObLT XPUTUIBIM, €1Ba CJBIIIHBIM IIeroToM. — [1e Moii peOeHOK ?!

OpnHa U3 CIIy’KaHOK, cTapas KEHIIUHA C CEAbIMU TMPSIIsAMH, BHIOUBIIMMUCS U3-TIOJ] TPSA3HOTO
yera, nogoexaiia K Hel.

— Twuime, rocroxka, THile, — MpodopMoTaia oHa, ee pyku apoxani. — OH 3aeck. C Bamu.

U tonpko Torma Benerus ormyctuia B3risa. PsSgom ¢ Held, Ha TOU ke rpyjie MeXOB U T0Oe/IeHOB,
JIeXKaJl KPOIICUYHBIN CBEPTOK U3 OKPOBABJIEHHOTO MOJOTHA. OH ObUT TaK HEMOJBIIKEH, TAK THX, UTO y
Hee Ha MIHOBEHHE OCTaHOBUJIOCH cepitie. Mepts. Tlocie Bcero 3Toro. .. OH poIuiICsi MEPTBBIM.

Ho notom cBepToK I1eBeIbHYJICA.

Benetus, He oOpaiasi BHUMaHKS Ha 0OJIb BO BCEM TeJie, MPUIIONHSIACh Ha JIOKTE U JpoXKa-
UM pyKaMH TOTsIHYJIach K HeMy. OHa OCTOPOKHO, MOYTH CO CTPAXOM, OTKMHYJIA Kpall TKaHU U
3amepia.

Oma 3Hana, 4To OH He OyneT OOBIYHBIM, U ObLIa TOTOBAa KO BCEMY — K YPOJCTBY, K THOpUY,
K 4eMy-TO HeMbIciuMoMy. Ho peasbHOCTh MpeB30Iilia BCe ee camble CMeJIble M CaMble CTpaIlIHbIe
OXUIaHMS.

370 OBUT HE YeIOBEYECKUI MJIajieHell. DTo ObUT ApakoH. KpoleuHslii, COBEpIIEHHbI B CBOUX
MIPOTIOPIMSIX, €/1Ba JIi OOoJbIle ee Mpearvieubs. Ero teno OpUIo ele BIaKHBIM, HO YKe CHJIbHBIM,
cOuTeiM. MasieHbk1e, ellle He pacKpbIBIIMECsS KPbUIbs ObUTH TUIOTHO MpHXKaTHl K crnimHe. Kortu Ha
Jlanax, OCTpble, KaK UIJIbl, ObLIA BHITOYEHBI U3 YEPHOTO 0OcuaAnaHa. VI3 MPHOTKPHITON MACcTH, B KOTO-
PO BUIHENTUCH KPOIIIEYHBIE, KEMUYKHO-Oeble 3yObl, BRIPHIBATIOCH €Ba 3aMETHOE OOJIAUKO Iapa.

W ero yemys... OHa nepesnmBanach, Kak KUAKUI, pacIljIaBJIeHHBI METaJLI B TYCKJIOM yTPEH-
HEM CBeTe, MIOCTOSTHHO, ME/IJIEHHO MEeHsIsI CBOM IIBET B THITHOTUYECKOM TaHIle. B oiiH Mur oHa Ka3a-
JIaCh YMCTO 30JI0TOM, CUSIIOIIEH TEM CaMbIM OJIarOPOIHBIM, COTHEYHBIM OJIECKOM, KOTOPbIN ObLT 3HA-
KOM OTnuus posaa Buncanus. Ho B ciegyrommii MUr 1o 3TOi 30JI0TOM NOBEPXHOCTH, KaK Karulv
KpOBU B BOZE, MPOOEragv U pacIuIbIBAJINCh IITyOOKHe, OarpoBble BCIOJIOXM, OKpAlInBasi LeJIbie
YUYacTKHM €ro TeJla B IPOCTHBIN, ByJIKaHUUYECKUil LBeT poaa Jlucucrpara.

30J10TO ¥ KPOBb.

Benetusi cMoTpena Ha cBoero chiHa, 1 Bujenue u3 nemniepbl y Cepaia [opbl Beranio nepen ee
71a3aMH C OIJTYIIUTENIBHOM, YKacalolen siCHOCTbIo. 30m0To-Autbiil IpakoH. OH Obu1 31ech. OH ObLT
peaJieH.

Ona npoTsiHyJIa nasier] 1 KOCHYJIach €ro rojioBbl. Yerryiku ObUTH ITIAAKUMH U TOPSTYMMHE, KaK
HarpeTble COJHIIEM KaMHHU. B 3TOT MOMeHT peGeHOK OTKpbLT I71a3a. OnuH 171a3 ObUT IIBETA YHCTOTrO,
PacIUIaBJIeHHOro 30J10Ta — CIIOKONHBIN, TTyOOKHH, TpeBHUM. [Ipyroil — sipKOaJIbli, C TEMHBIM, KaK
oO0cHMaH, 3paYKOM — SIPOCTHBIN, TPEOOBATEIILHBIN, )KUBOM.

CriH ocmoTpen Ha Hee. W B 3TOM B3IUIsizie He ObUTO MilaJIeHYecKor OeCCMBICTIEHHOCTH. B Hem
ObL1a MyApPOCTb ¥ MOIIb ABYX APEBHUX POIOB.

Benetus axnyna u otaepHynia pyky. Ho He oT cTpaxa, a ckopee UCIbiTaB OJ1aroroBeiHsbIi Tpe-
Ter.

Ona noHsi1a ¢ aGCOMIOTHOM SICHOCTBIO: €€ POJTb KEPTBBI, TIEIIKH, PA3MEHHON MOHETHI 3aKOHYH-
JIach B TOT MUT, KOT/Ia 9TO KPOIIIEYHOE CYIIECTBO MOSIBUJIOCH Ha cBET. Teneps y Hee Oblia HOBAs POib.
EnuHcTBEHHAs, KOTOpasi UMesia 3HauUeHHe.

Ona — marb. I He mpocTo pedeHka, a )kuBoro npopouectsa. CyiectBa, KOTOPOro 3TOT MUP
eme He Buzesn. M oHa OyaeT 3aumiiarh ero.
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BeneTust octopoxHO, mpeBo3morasi 00Jib, B3sila CBEpPTOK Ha pyku. OH ObLT Tskesee, YeM OHa
aymana. OT MilajieHIa UICXoau cyxoit xkap. OHa mpuskasia ero K rpyju, 1 ee TeJio, /10 3TOro JIPokKaB-
I11ee OT XOJI0/a U IIOKa, HA4aJlo COrpeBaThCs OT €ro Teruia.

Ona HazBauia ero Aypeit. [1po ce6s1. B TviimHe cBoero co3HaHusl, Tie pok/aaiach HOBast, XOJIO/-
Hasl, KaK CTajb, PEIIUMOCTb.

Omna nogHsiIa ToJIoBY U 0OBeJa B3MILI0OM pyrHbl. Ee Oosbilie He myrajii HM CMepTh, HA pa3py-
meHre. OHa cMOTpenia Ha BCe 9TO Kak Ha Iojie OMTBBI, KOTOPOE e TOJIBKO YTO 3aBelaii. BHetus
OIIyIAJIa HACIIEHUIIEH BOWHBI, KOTOPYIO OJDKEH Oy/leT 3aKOHYUTh €€ ChIH. A 10 TeX Mop — €ro
IIIUTOM, €r0 MEYOM M €ro Bojiel OyaeT OHa.

Ona npuxasia ceiHa K ce0e, Mpsiya OT KECTOKOTrO, pa3pylieHHOro mupa. Aypen. 3010Tod U
anpiil. Hacnennuk neria. M B STOT MOMEHT XPYNKOTo, TOUTH O€3yMHOT0 €AMHEHHsI, B KOMHATY, I1ap-
Kasi HOramMu, BOIIUIA CTapasi MOBUTYXa. DTO OblIa OOHA U3 CIY)XaHOK MOpPHWHBH, KEHIIMHA C 10ra, C
TEMHOW, MOPILIMHUCTOMN KOXEH U IJ1a3aMu, NOJHBIMU APEBHUX, CYEBEPHBIX CTPaXOB.

— Tocrioxa. .. UTs. .. — MPOCKpUIIesIa OHa, ee ToJI0C Apoxay. — Ero Hy’kHO OMbITh. CMBITh
KpoBb OMTBBIL. [ToKa Ayxu HE MOYYsLIH ee.

BeneTust ¢ He0XOTOH, peBHUBO, Ociaduia XBaTky. OHa He XOTesla HUKOMY €ro OTIaBaTh, IaXKe
Ha MrHoBeHre. Ho crapyxa Obla mpaBa. Putyan nomkeH OblT ObITH COOTIONCH.

[NoBuTyxa MpoTsiHy/Ia CBOM JIpOXKAIIHe, CTApYeCKUe PYKHU U B3sila cBepToK. OHa OTOILIA K Ta3y
C TETUIOW BOJIOM, KOTOPBIM MPUHECIN CITy’KaHKH, ¥, O0pMOYa 1Mo HOC KaKue-TO IpeBHHE CJIOBa Ha
CBOEM HapeuuH, Hayaja OCTOPOKHO pa3BopauMBaTh 1ojoTHO. Ho BHe3anmHO ee OGopMoTtaHue 000-
pBasiock. [ToBuTyxa 3acThuia, ITI5/151 HA KPOIIEYHOE, TIEPEIMBAIOIIeecs TeJo, U ee JIUIIO, UCTICTPEH-
HOE MOPIIMHAMH, CTaJI0 MaCKOH cyeBepHOro yxaca. OHa MeIJIEHHO, IIOYTH CO CTPAXxoM, MPOTSIHYJIa
nasell, 4YToObl KOCHYThCSI KOJKHM peOeHKa.

U TyT *e oTnepHyna pyky, OyaATO 0O0KIIACH.

— lopsiumii... — mporenTaia oHa, ¥ ee MIeNoT ObUT TPOMYe JTI000T0 KPUKa B HACTYIHBIIEH
ThIHe. — OH TOPUT. .. KaK Yrojb U3 CaMoro cepiia ropl. . .

Ona B yxace nocmoTpesna Ha BeHernio, 3ateM cHoBa Ha pebeHKa. OHa HAKJIOHUIIACK, TTBITASICh
MIPUJIOKUTH YXO K €ro KPOIIEYHOH I'PyaH, YTOOBI IPOCITYIIATh CepAiieOneHre, Kak Aeiana 3T0 COTHU
pa3 ¢ HOBOpOKIeHHBIMH. OHa MPUCITYINAIach, U €€ Ia3a paclupuiInch eie oombine. OHa OTIaT-
HYJIaCh, CIIOTKHYBIIKCh U €JBa HE yIIaB.

— Jlpa... — mpoJeneTaia OHa, yKa3blBas Ha peOeHKa APOKAIIUM THajbleM. — TaM ObloTCs
nBa cepaua. .. OMHO — MeIeHHOE U CHITbHOE, KaK MOJIOT. [lpyroe — 4acToe, sipOCTHOE, KaK KPbLIbsI
KkomOpu. .. Benukue Bynkansl, 4ro 310?!

Ona Gosblilie He BUENa Niepe]] coO0i rocioxky 1 HacneaHuKa. OHa Bujiena BeqpbMy U ee IOpOK-
JeHVe.

Crapyxa pyxHyJia Ha KOJIEHH, He oOpalliasi BHUMaHUs Ha JIyX)U KPOBU U Ipsi3u Ha mony. OHa
Hayasia pacKaumBaThCs U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, OOpMOUa yxke He MOJMTBY, a 3aKJIMHAHUE, OOeper.

— HeuwcThlid. .. HeT, ABaX/Ibl POXKJICHHBIN . .. IUTS IBYX OTHEH. .. OH ITPUHECET JIOO CriaceHue,
60 rudeh BceMy. .. 3HaK Ha ero Teje. .. 30J10TO CONHIIA U KPOBb 3€MIIH. ...

Ara clieHa cTaja nepBbiM 3epKaioM i Benetnn. OHa yBHena B I1a3ax 3TOU MPOCTOM KEH-
IIMHBI OTPaKEHNE CBOETO COOCTBEHHOT0, €Ille He JJO KOHIIa OCO3HAHHOTO yXkaca 1 OnaroroBeHus. Ee
ChIH OBLT HE TIPOCTO JipakoHOM. OH ObUT aHOMaMer. YynoM U MpokJIsTHeM. 3HaMEeHHEM, KOTOpoe
HUKTO He Mor pacigpoBath. U peakuus crapyxu Obua JIUIIb IEPBOH, ¢1a00i BOTHOM TOTO ITyHAMHU
CTpaxa ¥ MOKJIOHEHUs1, KOTOpOe OTHBIHE OyeT COMPOBOXAATh €€ ChIHA BCIO €ro KU3Hb.

Xpyrkoe, MOYTH MUCTUYECKOe €JMHEHNE MAaTepu U ChiHAa ObUIO Pa3opBaHO I'pyObIM BTOpPIKE-
HHUEM pealbHOCTH. [[BepHOI MpoeMm, 3aBajleHHbIN 0O0JIOMKaMH, paCUMCTUIN, ¥ B KOMHATY, CIIOTHIKA-
sich 0 KaMHHM, Bonia Mopuabsa. OHa Oosbilie He ObUIa TOW SIPKOM, OTHEHHOW KOPOJIEBOM. 3a OfIHY
HOYb OHa MPEeBpaTHIIach B COOCTBEHHYIO TeHb. Ee pOCKOIITHOE MIaThe CTaJIO IPS3HBIMU JIOXMOThSIMH,
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BOJIOCHI COMJIVICh B CE/ION, pacTpernaHHbIN y3ell, a IO ObLIO CepbIM, Kak rene. Ha imeke 3arneksach
IJTMHHAS, YPOAJIMBasl apaniHa — CJIe/1 OT JITSIIEro KaMHs.

Omna He cmotpena Ha Benetuio. Ee B3I, mycToil M BBIKKEHHBIA TOpeM, ObUT MPUKOBAH K
MPOJIOMY B CTEHE, 32 KOTOPBHIM BU/IHEJIHICh 3aJIUThIE PACCBETHBIMH JIyyaMy PyUHBI 1Bopa. Tam, moxo-
KUU Ha YNABIIYIO aJTyIo ropy, Jiexas ee cbiH. Jlucucrpar.

— OH 00U 3TOT BUII, — Mpoxpurneia MopuHbs, 1 €€ rojloc ObLT JIMIIEH BCSIKUX SMOIHA.
3a HOuYb OHA BBITUIAKAJIa BCE CJIe3bl, M TENepb B HEW OCTalach JIMIIb BbUKKEHHAs MycThiHSA. — OH
TOBOPWJI, UTO OTCIOZIa BUIHO Bce ero 3emun. Jlo camoro ropusoHra. Terepb €ro ropu3oHT — 3TO
rOpCTKa TIeria.

Omna jonro Monyaa, 4 Ha TeJIO CBOEro ChiHA. 3aTeM MeIJIEHHO, OYEHb MeJJIEHHO, ITOBep-
Hynach. Ee B3M1s]1, 10 3TOro MepTBbIi, HATKHYJICS Ha CBEPTOK B pyKax Beneruu. U B nyme Mopunbu
YTO-TO M3MEHWIOCh. [lycToTa Havasia 3anonHsAThcs. He ropem u He JI0OOBBIO, @ YEM-TO UHBIM —
TEMHBIM, XUIIHBIM, OAEPKUMBIM.

— Jlaii MHe ero, — cKa3ajia OHa, ¥ 3TO OblIa He TpockOa. DTo OBUT MPHKA3, TPOU3HECCHHBIN
Ha TMOCJIeTHEM M3/IbIXaHUH BOJIH.

Omna npoTsiHyJIa pyKH, Jposkaliye He oT cnabocTd, a oT HeteprieHus. OHa BUzeNa He BHYKA, a
ckopee opyxue. [locneaHnii maHc Ha MeCTh, POKICHHBIN U3 TEIUIa €€ MOPaKEeHUsI.

BeneTust THCTUHKTUBHO Mprkana Aypena k ceOe emie kperue. OHa IOCMOTpeJa B ropsue,
Oe3yMHbIe 71232 MOpPHHBY U YBHEIA B HUX TY K€ COOCTBEHHHUYECKYIO SIPOCTh, YTO TOpesia B I1a3ax
ee cbiHa. OHa MOHsJIA, YTO Ta KEHIIMHA He OCTAHOBUTCS HU MEPe]] YeM.

— Her, — orBetnna Benerus. Ee ronoc 6bu1 ¢1a0, HO TBepa. — OH ocTaHeTcsl CO MHOM.

— I'mynas neB4yonka! — npommnena MopuHses, fenas mwar Brepea. — Thl He MOHUMAaells!
OH — kpoBb OT KpoBU Moei! OH — Aublil 3meit! A nomkHa. . .

WX nepBasi npsiMast KOH(POHTALIHS, TOTOBAsi B30PBAThCs HACKITHEM, Obia ipepBaHa. CHapyKu
TIOCJTBIIIIAJICS] HOBBIH IIyM. DTO ObLIT Y€TKHUH, pa3MEpPEHHBIH TOMOT COTEH HOT, OOYTHIX B kesne30. JIsa3r
opyxusi. I pe3kue, ropTaHHbIe KOMaHbl Ha XOJIOJHOM CEBEPHOM HAPEUHH.

Mopwunbs 3actbuia. Ee o uckasunock. OHa y3Hasa 3TOT 3ByK. 3BYK JIETMOHOB €€ 3aKJISTOrO
Bpara.

— Crpaxa! — KpHUKHYJIa OHa, HO €e TOJIOC TIOTOHYJI B HapacTatoiiem myme. — K opyxwuio!

Heckombko yrieneBImMx reapieiiieB B YepHbIX JOCTIeXaxX, CrPYAUBIIUXCS Y BXOIA, TOMBITAIMCH
BBICTaBUThH KOTIbsI, CO3/aTh Toio0une Oappukaapl. Ho 310 ObUIO GECCMBICTICHHO.

B nBepHOM mpoeme, 0TOPOCHB B CTOPOHY XJIMIKYIO TMPErpaay U3 0OJIOMKOB, TOSIBIIIUCH JBE
urypsl B Jocriexax U3 CUHEN CTalu, C BHITPABUPOBAHHBIMU Ha KHMPAcax 30J0THIMU ypOOOPOCaAMH.
I'Bappeiinpl Buricanus. OHu He ctaimy atakoBath. OHM MTPOCTO 3aHSIIM TIO3UIIMY 110 OOKaM, UX JIMIA
ToJ1 1IeMaMu ObUTH HerpoHUIaeMbl. OHM pacUMIaIU JOPOTY.

W1 B npoeme nosieuiiachk I'eky06a. Ho ona He criemmmia. OHa Boluia He B KOMHarty K Benetuu.
Ona npoluia MUMO, JIaXe He B3IUISIHYB B ABepHOU nipoeM. Ee 11en1b Oblia B ipyrom mecte. MeieH-
HBIM, pa3MEpeHHbIM IIaroM, He oOpariasi BHUMaHHs Ha PyMHBI U TeJa TMOoJl HOTaMH, OHa TiepeceKJia
paspy1ieHHsIi ABop. Ee yepHsIil ruiaii BOJIOUMIICS M0 Meruty 1 Outomy KamHio. Ee BOMHBI clieoBam
3a Hell Ha TIOUTHUTEIBHOM PACCTOSTHUU.

Ona ocTaHOBHUJIACH TNIEpe]] TMTAHTCKUM, HETIOJBIKHBIM TeJIOM 30J10Toro [IpakoHa.

Buncanuii. Ee coiH. Ee Tpuymd u ee Benuvaitmas 6osmb. OH Jiexan Ha OOKY, ero 3070Tast
Yenryst OTYCKHeJIa OT MbUIK U 3areKieicst KpoBu. OIHO KPbUIO ObUIO HEECTECTBEHHO BHIBEPHYTO, a
B O'POMHOM paHe Ha Iliee BUIHEINCh ClieJbl OT Korte ero 6pata. OH ObLT MEpTB.

I'exy0a ctosina u cMoTpesa Ha Hero. Ha ee nviie He IporHy1 HU onuH MycKyil. OHa He popo-
HWJIA HU OTHOU cjie3bl. OHA MPOCTO CMOTpesia, U B 3TON HEMOJABMIKHOCTU ObUIa Oe3/IHa Tops, Takas
r1yOOKast M XOJIOJHAS, UTO JTIOOOM, KTO IMocMes Obl cefiuac HapyIIuTh ee MOTYaHue, 3amep3 Obl Ha
MecTe.
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OnHa Me[IeHHO, TToYTH OJIaroroBeiHO, TIOHsIA PYKY, OOJAaYeHHYI0 B YEpHYIO KOXKaHYIO Tiep-
yarky. OHa IpOTsIHYJIa ee ¥ KOCHYJIaCh €ro MOP/IBI, IIPOBE/Is MaJIbIIAMU IO OCTHIBIIIEH, TBEPIOH Yelrye
y €ro 3aKphITOro I71a3a. B 3T0T MOMeHT oHa Oblia He KoposieBoi. OHa ObliIa MaTephio, MPOIIAIOIICHCS
CO CBOMM peOeHKOM. DTOT JKeCT, MOJHBIN CAePKaHHOW, MOYTH HEBBIHOCUMON HEKHOCTH, JJTUJICS
JIVIIITh MTHOBEHWE.

3areM OHa BHIIPSAMUIACH. M ee M0 CHOBA CTajlo MAacKoy U3 Jibaa. ['ope yIuio BHYTpb, mpe-
BPATUBIIIKCH B BEUYHYIO MEP3JIOTY, B TOILJIMBO JIJIsI €€ BOJIU.

OHa noBepHYJ1aCh K CBOEMY CEIOMYy BOCHAYAJIbHUKY.

— Korpa Bce 3akoHUMTCS1, — CKa3ajia OHa TUXO, HO €€ roJIoC pe3a BO3/yX, Kak Mopo3. — [ox-
rOTOBb PUTYaJIbHBIN OroHb. Cambli xkapkuil. Tesno KpacHoro 3mest, — oHa Jaxe He ya0CTonIa B3IJIs-
JOM JIeXKAaIIyIo O0Aab aylo TYIy, — JOJKHO ObITh 0OparieHo B nernel. Jlo mocieqHell KOCTOUKH.

BoeHauabHUK MOJTYa KUBHYIL

— 4 xouy, — miponormkaina ['ekyOa, 1 ee rojioc crai elne TUIle, erie Oe3KalIocTHee, — YTOObI
9TOT mernen codpanu. M pa3Besi HaJ caMbiM TITyOOKMM W TPS3HBIM yIesibeM Ha fore. OT Hero He
JOJDKHO OCTaThes aaxe maMstu. CTepers.

Ona roBopuiia He o Tesie. OHa TOBOpUIIa O pojie, CTUXUU, caMoy TaMsTu. Ee MecTh OblTa He B
CMepTHU Bpara, a B ero MmojHOM, a0COIIOTHOM, HCTOPUYECKOM 3a0BEHUH.

OtnaB mpukas, oHa, He OIVIS/ABIBAsCh, HANIPABUJIACh K KOMHATe, e KAaja ee TOCIeTHSS
HaJIeKaa v mocieqHss npodnema. OHa nia K BeHetuu u ee peOeHKy, U Terepb B KaXI0M ee II1are
ObLIa HEe TOJIBKO BJIACTh, HO M TBEp/Iasl, JieAsTHAs KJIATBA, TPUHECEHHAs HaJl TeJIOM cBoero chiHa. OHa
COXPAHUT ero KpoBb. JI1000¥ 1IeHO.

Oma Boruia B KoMHaty Benetuu, v Xos1071, Ka3asochk, Boiiesn BMecte ¢ Hell. He ToT cbipoit xomnoz
PYMH, a CyXOM, TPOHU3BIBAIOIIMI MOPO3 BHICOKOTOPHBIX JIETHUKOB. Ha Hell ObLT JOpOXKHBIH TUIaI U3
YEepHOU MIePCTH, 3a0pbI3raHHbINA TPS3bI0 M MOANAJICHHBIH 10 nofony. OHa nmpuIlia He ¢ apMueit. 3a
HEll CTosI0 He OOJIbIle JABYX NECITKOB BOMHOB — SJIUTHBIA OTPsAJ, pa3Be/ka, KoTopas Halia To,
YTO MCKaJa.

Ee B3r15171, XOJMOMHBINA U OCTPBIN, KaK OCKOJIOK JIbjIa, TPOMTHOPUPOBAT MOPUHBIO 1 ee Oecrio-
JIe3HBIA KMHXKAJI, POCKOJIB3HYJI 10 M3MOXKICHHOM, Jie)Kalllel B JIOXMOTbsIX BeHeTun 1 0CTaHOBUIICS
Ha CBEpTKe B ee pykax. TONbKO OH UMeJT 3HAUCHHUE.

Ona He cTaia TpaTUTh BpeMsI Ha TPUBETCTBUS UK yrpo3bl. OHA MOOIIIA K TOMY, YTO OCTAJIOCh
OT OKHA, ¥ HA MTHOBEHHE IMOCMOTpeJIa BHU3, Ha TeJIO CBOEro MepPTBOro chiHa. Ha ee mviie He qporuy
HU OJJMH MYCKYJI. 3ateMm B3/ [ ekyObl mepemecTuics Ha Tesio Jlucucrpara, ¥ B HeM IIPOMEJTbKHYJIO
XOJIOJTHOE, XHUIIHOE Y/IOBJICTBOPEHHE.

Hakownerr, oHa moBepHYJIach K HUM.

— Tak BoT oH, — cka3ana ['eky0a, u ee rooc ObUT criokoeH. Ho B 9TOM CMIOKOWCTBUYM TamJiach
TaKas JieJisTHas sIpoOCTh, YTO BO3yX B KOMHATE, Ka3aJI0Ch, 3aMep3 U CTal Xpynkum. — LleHa, koTopyio
3arIaTUi MO ChIH.

CnoBa I'exyObl ynany B MEpTBYIO THIIHMHY, Kak IJIbIOBI JbAa. OHa crenaia mar K JIOXy, ee
JBVDKEHHE ObLJIO ME/IJICHHBIM, TIOJIHBIM HECOKPYIIMMOM yBepeHHocTu. OHa 1uia 3a0path Hacleaue.
Cgaolo nodey, OIIa4eHHYI0 KPOBBIO €€ ChIHA.

MopuHbsi MTHOBEHHO IIIarHYJIa €d Harepepes, BHICTaBUB Briepe KuHxkai. Ee nuio, 10 3Toro
cepoe OT ropsi, HAIMIJIOCh 0arpoBOM KPacKo SPOCTH.

— He cmeilt mpubnmkarbcs, JefsHas BeJjpMa!l — MpoInIeNa OHa, U B ee ToJIoce KJIOKOTasa
HEHABKCTh, KOMUBIIASICS IeCATUICTUAMU. — D10 3eMJist Astoro pona! M 3to moii BHyk ! KpoBb Moero
cbiHa!

I'exyOa ocraHoBmiack. OHa, HaKOHell, yaocTorjia MOpPUHBIO B3IJISAAOM. DTO ObLT HE B3IJISI
Bpara Ha Bpara. DTo ObUT B3[JIsA]] XO3SIMKHU TIOMECThsI Ha B30ECUBIIYIOCS TIEITHYI0 COOaKYy.

— KpoBb TBOEro chlHa MepTBa, — OTYEKaHWJIa OHA, M KaXJ0e CJIOBO ObUIO YIapOM MOJIOTa
0 HakoBaIbHIO. — OH THHUET BO JBOpe. A 3TO, — OHAa KMBHYJIAa Ha CBEPTOK B pyKax Benerww, —
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3T0 KpoBb 30soTtoro poxaa. IocnenHss karis, 4To octanach B 3ToM Mupe. V1 oH BepHeTCs: JOMOIA.
B Cepaue I'opsl.

— Huxkoraa! — B3Busraysia MopuHbs, e JMI0 UCKa3uIoch. — OH OCTaHeTCsI 371eCh, Ha 3eMJIe
cBoero otua! OH BbIpacTeT U OTOMCTHUT 3a Hero! OH COXIKET TBOE MPOKJISATOE THE3J0 A0 CAMOTO
OCHOBaHM!

JIBe crapble KOpPOJIEBDI, ABE MaTepH, OTEPSIBIINE CBOMX CHIHOBEM, CTOSUIU JIPYyT MPOTUB Jpyra
MIOCPEeI PYHH, TOTOBBIE BIEMUTLCS IPYTr OPYry B IIOTKY. MIX BOMHBI 3aMepiiH, TOJOXUB PyKH Ha
aechl Mevel, O)Kuas MPUKa3a, KOTOPbIA MOT Obl pa3kedb HOBYIO BOMHY MPSIMO 3[€Ch, HA TIETICITHIIE
crapoii. Best mcTopusi MX Bpask/ibl, Bcst OOJIb 1 HEHABUCTD IBYX CTUXMI CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAJIMCH B 9TOU
MaJIeHbKOH, pa3pyIIeHHOW KOMHATe.

U torna Benerus 3aropopuiia.

— OH — Mo} ChIH.

Ee ronoc 6bu1 1120, enBa cibliieH Ha (hOHe UX SIPOCTHOTO IHEToTa, HO OH MPO3BYYasl B HACTY-
MUBILEN TUIIMHE TaK IPOMKO, KaK y/iap KOJIOKOJA.

O0e KeHIUHBI Pe3KO TIOBEPHYJIMCh K HEl, Ha MTHOBEeHUE 3a0bIB O CBOeW Bpaxe. BeHerus,
OIUPASICh HA JIOKOTh, C HEYETIOBEYECKHM YCUIIMEM MTPUTIONHSLIACh. Ee BOMIOCH, CITyTaHHBIE 1 BIAXKHbBIE
OT IOTA, MPWIUILTA KO JIOY, JIUIO OBUTO OeJIbIM, KaK MeJI, HO B ee I71a3ax OoJbliie He ObLIO HU CTpaxa,
HU MIOKOPHOCTH. B HUX ropest XOIMOAHBIN, TBEPABIN OTOHb KEHIIMHBI, KOTOPOH OOJIbIIIe HEYETO TEPATh.

— OH He OygeT HUYBMM OpY)XHEeM, — MpPOJOJIKasa OHa, MEepeBoAs B3IIsL ¢ MOpHHBHM Ha
I'exyOy. Ee ronoc kpen ¢ kaxapiM ciioBoM. — OH He Oyaet Bareit Mectbio. OH OyeT KOpoJieM.

Omna czenana may3y, coOMpasich ¢ CHJIaMH, YyBCTBYs, KaKk peOCHOK INIEBEJbHYJICS y Hee Ha
pykax, Oyaro noareepikas ee cioa. Ee B3misg ocraHoBuiics Ha ['ekyoe.

— Buo1 nipaBsl. Ero mecto — B Cepauie I'opsl. Ha Tpone ero otia.

MopuHbsl U3aj1a SPOCTHBIN, CIABJICHHBIA 3ByK, HO BeHeTus mpourHopupoBaa ee, He J1aB eil
BCTaBUTh HU CJIOBA.

— Ho on — He TobK0 30510TOM, — OHA IOCMOTpesia Ha MOpHHbBIO, U B ee B3IJIsiie He ObLIO
COYYBCTBHSI, JIUIIIb XOIOAHBIN pacueT. — OH HacneaHuk 1 Asoro [uka. Ero npaBo — o kpou. On
0O0beIMHUT JBa poAa. 30010l U Anbiii. OH OyIeT MpaBUTh BCEMH 3eMIISIMU, OT CEBEPHBIX JIETHUKOB
710 I0JKHBIX BYJIKaHOB.

Ona BbIIepKasia nay3y, JaBasi UM OCO3HATh MaciTad ee 3asiBJIeHUsI.

— U 1, ero math 1 pereHt, Oyy NMpaBUTh BMECTE C HUM JIO €0 COBEPIIEHHOJIETHSI.

Ito OBUIO YKCTOE, OTUastHHOE Oe3ymue. OHa, obeccuiieHHas, pa3iaBieHHas], OKpYKeHHas Bpa-
ramH, IMKTOBAJIA YCIIOBUSI JBYM CaMbIM MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM KeHIIIHAM Mupa. Ho oHa 3Haua, uTo y Hee
€CTh TO, Yero HeT y HuX. byayree. BorutolieHHOE B 5TOM KPOIIIEYHOM, TIepeJTMBAIOIIEMCS CYILIECTBE.

I'exy0a cMoTpena Ha Hee JOJITUM, TSKEIbIM, N3yJalolyM B3rIsiaoM. OHa BUIeaa He CJIOMJICH-
HYIO, ICITYTaHHYIO JIeBOUKY, KOTOPYIO IPUBE3JIM B €€ JIBOpell uyTh Oosbliie rofa Ha3an. OHa Buaena
KOpOJIEBY, pOXJEHHYIO B OrHe 1 rerie. OHa BujieNia CTajlb B ee IJla3ax, XOJOIHbIA pacyeT B ee CJo-
Bax. U 'eky0Oa moHsina, 4To 3Ta JKEHIIMHA He OTAACT cBoero pedeHka. Ho oHa roBezieT ero B Hy’>KHOM
HAaIpaBJIeHNH — K BJIACTH, K TPOHY, K MPOAODKEHUI0 30JI0TOr0 poja. DT0 ObLT KOMIIPOMHCC, HO
9TO ObLJT €IMHCTBEHHBIA MyTh, HE TPEOYIOIIMIA HOBOW BOKHBI MPSMO ceiuac, KOraa MX CHIIBI ObLIH
WCTOIIIEHBI.

— MB&I BeICTyTIaeM HeMeJIeHHO, — cKaszasia ['ekyba HakoHel, nmpuHuMas ee ycioBus. Ona
MOBEPHYJIACh K CBOUM BoMHaM. — [loArotoBbsTe Bce HEOOXOAMMOE.

Omna pa3BepHysach, YTOOBI YITH, €€ YepHbIN TUTall] B3METHYJICS, KaK KPbLJIO BOPOHA.

— Oma eger ¢ Hamu, — Ao0aBuia Benerus, ee ronoc cran TBepike. OHa KMBHY/IA Ha OKaMe-
HEBIIYyIO OT sipoctit MopuHbio. — Kak noueTHast roctbs1. M 6adyiika HacIeAHUKA.

I'eky0Oa Ha MrHOBeHMe 3aMepJa. 3aTeM Ha ee TOHKUX rydax MosiBIIACh €/1Ba 3aMEeTHas1, XOJIO/I-
Has TeHb ycMemku. OHa MOHSIA TeHUATLHOCTh 3TOro Xoja. Basste MopuHBIO ¢ cOO0i 03HAYAIO
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JIMIIUTB AJIBIA POJT JIU/IEpa, TPEBPATUTh €€ U3 OMACHON KOPOJIeBbI-MaTepy BO BPAXKECKUX 3eMIISIX B
MOYETHYIO 3aJI0KHHUILY TIO/I TOCTOSTHHBIM KOHTposieM. OHa MeJIJIeHHO KMBHYJIA.

Tak, mocpeau QpIMSAIIMXCS PyWH, HAaJl TeJIAMH JIByX MEPTBBIX APAKOHOB, OBLT 3aKJTI0YEH HOBBI,
XPYIKHANA aibsHC HeHaBWCTH. Tpu BHOBBL. Tpu koponeBbl. VI oguH peOeHOK, B UbMX JKWJIaX TEKJa
BoiHa. BeHeTus 3Haa, 4TO 3TOT XPYNKUNA MUAP MEXAY ABYMS CTAPHIMK BOTUMIIAMU HE MTPOJIUTCS
nonro. Kak tonpko orn okaxytcst B Cepane ['opel, HauHeTcss HOBasi, Tuxass OuTBa. buTtBa 3a mymry
ee ceiHa. U oHa ObUIa K HEll TOTOBA.

Permenue 6pu10 puHATO. BO31yX, 10 9TOr0 3BeHEBINI OT HEHABKMCTH, HATTOTHIJICS CYeTJIUBOM,
HEPBHOW JIeATENIbHOCTBIO. [ eky0a, He TpOpPOHKB OOJIbIIIe HU CJIOBA, BBIIILIA, YTOOB! OTAATh Pacriopsi-
xenus. Ee ronoc, XoomHbIN U pe3Kui, Kak TPECK JibJa, Pa3HOCUJICS TI0 pa3pyIIeHHOMY ABOPY, Opra-
HU3Ys Xaoc, MpeBpalast TOMTy HAITyTaHHBIX BBUKUBIIHX B MOJ00ME TUCITUTUIMHUPOBAHHOTO OTPsIA.

MopuHbsi octaiach B KoMHate. OHa OMyCTWIACh Ha KAMEHHYIO CKaMbl0 y CTEHBI, ee TUIeun
0e33By4YHO cOTpsicayuch. Ee sipocTh cMeHWIach riiyxuM, 6eccuibHbIM Topem. OHa mpourpana. He
I'exy6e. OHa mpourpaa 3Toi OJ1eJHON, N3MOXICHHOW IEBYOHKE, KOTOpast TOJILKO UTO yKpasa y Hee
ee BHYKa, e MeCTh, €€ eJIMHCTBEHHYIO MPUUYUHY XUTh. OHa ObUIA TeTleph TUICHHUIICH, 3aJI0KHUIICH,
KOTOPYIO Be3yT BO BPaKeCKOe JIOrOBO.

Benerus ve obpamana Ha MopuHbio BHUMaHUS. Bce ee MbIci ObUTA COCPEeIOTOUYEHBI Ha ChIHE.
[NomocrieBve cyXaHKW, HAITyraHHbIE, HO UCTIOJTHUTEIIbHBIE, IIPUHECIN Ta3 C TerUion Bofoi. BeHe-
THSI, IPEBO3MOrast 00JIb U CIA00CTh, CaMa OMBLJIA CBOETO peOeHKa. DTo ObLT ee MePBbIi, CBAIICHHBIN
putyan. OHa OCTOPOKHO CTUpPAJIA C €ro MepeTUBAIOIICHCS Yelllyd KPOBb U TIeTesl, M OH He TUIAKaJl.
OH MIIb CMOTpEN Ha Hee CBOMMH Pa3HOIBETHHIMU TJIa3aMU, M B €r0 B3MJIs/e Oblia He MIlajieHYe-
CKas1 6eCIIOMOIITHOCTb, a JpeBHee, CIIOKOMHOe moHnMaHue. OHa rejieHalia ero He B IIIeNKa, a B KyCKU
YHCTOr0, HO IpyOOro MojioTHa — BCe, YTO yAAJIOCh HAUTU. M ¢ KakabM MPUKOCHOBEHUEM B Hel
Kperuia XOJIoqHasl, IPOCTHAS PEIIUMOCTb.

CO6opbI ObLTH BOIUTONICHUEM adcypra U ordasHus. CoaThl IByX BpaXIyIONIUMX apMUK, e1le
BUYEpa OTOBBIC PBATh APYT JIPYry IIIOTKH, Terepbh BBIHYKAEHBI ObUTM padoTaTth BMecTe. [ Bapaeuiinl
Jlucucrpara, ¢ anpIMK 3MesAMU Ha TTOYEPHEBITNX OT KOIOTH JIOCTIeXaX, ¢ HEHaBUCThI0O CMOTpPEJIH Ha
6e3ynpevHO-CUHUX BOMHOB ['eKkyObl, HO MOMYMHSUIMCH UX YeTKUM KoMaHaaM. Hekomy ObL10 OosibIie
OT/IaBaTh UM IMpHKa3bl. VIX KOposb ObLT MEPTB, a KOPOJIeBa-MaTh — CJIOMJICHA.

Onu pa30upany 3aBajibl, BBITACKMBAs paHEHBIX U Tesia moruomux. OHM coOrpatu yueneBiiee
OpYy’XHe, CKy/IHBIE 3a1achl €16l ¥ BOJIBL. V13 00JI0MKOB TPOHHOTO 3aJ1a, M3 00YTJIEHHBIX OAIOK U COPBaH-
HBIX OApXaTHBIX 3aBeC OHU COOPYIIIY NMaJaHKWH 11t Benetnn. ['pyObiid, ypomTMBBIT, OH OBUT IIOXO0XK
CKopee Ha rpo0, 4eM Ha JIO)e KOPOJIEBBI, HO OH MOT 3alllUTHTh €€ U peOeHKa OT BeTpa M XOJIoJIa.

Korma Bce ObU10 TOTOBO, K BeHeTnu moponiesn ofuH n3 BOeHaYaIbHUKOB ['eKyObl — CypOBBIN,
CeJION BOWH C JIMIIOM, UCTICIIPSHHBIM IIIPAMaMHU.

— Tlocroxa, mopa, — ckasaJi OH, M B €ro rojioce He ObIJIO HM COYYBCTBHS, HU BPakJICOHOCTH.

Beneruio, 3akyTaHHYI0 B MeXa, TIOMOIJIM TlepeHeCcTH B NajiaHKuH. [locieqHed, moj KOHBoeM
JBYX 30JIOTBIX TBapAICHIIeB, Tyaa Bomuia MopuHbs. OHa cesa Ha JKeCTKYI0 CKaMblo HAIPOTHB, €€ JIUIIO
OBbLJIO HETTPOHUIIAEMO MAaCKOM.

[Monor omyctuics, orpe3ast UX OT BHEHIHErO MHpa, IMOrpyXkasi B TECHYIO, TyIITHYIO TEMHOTY,
MAXHYIIYIO THUIBIO, KPOBBIO M HEHABUCTHIO.

Kapasan Tponyscs. CKpuI KoJiec, MEpHBII TOIIOT COTEH HOT, JISI3T OPYKHSI — STU 3BYKH CTaJIA
eIMHCTBEHHOUN MY3BbIKOU UX MyTemecTBUs. BeHeTus Jiexana, mpuxkumMasi K ceOe ChbiHa, M CKBO3b I1IeTb
B T0JIOTe CMOTpeJia Ha ynastorumecs: pyuHsl barpsiHoro [Tuka. OHa Bujiena, Kak YepHbIe I ee
HeJlaBHel TIOPbMBI TAIOT B yTPeHHEH JibiIMKe. OHa IOKUJaJIa OJHU PYUHBI, YTOOBI BEPHYThCS B IPyTHe
— B JISJSTHOM ABOpEI], TOJHBIN Mpu3pakoB v UHTpUr. Ho Tenepb oHa Obiia He ogHa. OHa Besna C
co00ii CBOEe eAMHCTBEHHOE COKpoBHIIe. M cBOIO BOIHY.
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Ona 3HaJ1a, 4TO 3TOT XPYNKUI MUP MEK/1Yy IByMsI CTAPbIMU BOJTYMLIAMU, CUAAIIMMY HAIIPOTUB,
He nipouutes nonro. Kak tonbko onun okaskyrtest B Cepatie ['opbl, HauHeTcst HOBasi, THXast Outa. Ha
3TOT pa3 3a Jylly €€ ChIHA.

OnHa nocMotpena Ha Hero. Aypein. 3ootod U anbiil. Hacnenqnuk nerta. OH cnian y Hee Ha
TPyIM, ¥ €ro KPOIIeYHOe, NEPETMBAIOIIEecs TeIO U3Iydao cnadoe Terio.

Omna npwxaiia ero k cede 1 mpouienTaia Tak THX0, YTOObI HUKTO, KPOME HEro, He YCIIbIIIA:

— 41 ve otnam Teds. Hukomy.

ITyTe 1OMOI1 TONBKO HAUMHAJICS.
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I'nasa 2. IIyTh ckopOn

Ckpun HecMazaHHbIX Kojiec. MepHBIH, TSKEJblil TOIOT COTeH HOor. JIA3r opyxus. DTH Tpu
3BYyKa CILIEIMCh B MOHOTOHHYIO, YCHITIISIONIYIO MEJIONIO, KOTOpasi cTaia MeJioauei ux oercra. Mnm
BO3BpallleHusl. BeHeTus yxe He 3Haja, Kak 3TO Ha3BaTbh.

Ona niexasia B TECHOM, AYIIHOW TEMHOTE MaJIaHKWHA, U KaX/IbIF TOTUYOK Ha yxa0dax OTaaBajics
BCIIBIIIKOH OO0JH B e U3MyUeHHOM Tesie. Popl, 00Ba1, HEpBHOE MOTPsiCEHHE — BCE ITO OOPYIIHIOCH
Ha Hee Pa3oM, OCTaBUB TOCIe cebs JIMII MITYXYIo, HOIIylo c1adoctb. Ho dusmueckas 607b Oblna
HUYEM I10 CPAaBHEHMIO C TOU MBITKON, KOTOPOU MOABEprajach ee Aylia.

[ManankuH 6601 He yoexuiiem. OH ObLT KJIETKOM, B KOTOPOU OHa ObljIa 3ariepTa ¢ AByMs CAMbIMU
MOT'YIIECTBEHHBIMU M CAMBIMU HEHABUJISLIMMU JIPYT Jpyra KeHIIMHAMHU MUPA.

Harporus Hee cunena Mopunbsi. OHa He ABUTANACh, €€ PYKU OBUTH CIIOKEHBI Ha KOJICHSIX, HO
Benetust uyBcTBOBasia ee rope. OHO OBUIO TIOUTH OCSI3a€MBIM, KaK BOJIHBI jKapa OT MOTYXAIOIIEro
koctpa. OT Hee MCXOIWJI 3arax MbUM, KPOBU U yBsgaHus. OHa cMOTpesia B OHY TOYKY, Ha OOUBKY
NaJlaHKWHa, HO Bujiena He ee. OHa BUJIe/Ia pPyMHBI CBOETO JIOMa U TEJIO CBOETO MEPTBOI'O ChIHA.

Psamom ¢ Mopunbeii, uaeaipHo npsMast, cuzena ['ekyda. OHa Toxxe momuana. Ho ee tummmHa
ObL1a MTHOU. DTO ObLIa TUINIMHA JIEJIHAKA, TTOJTHOTO CKPHITHIX TpemuH. OHa He ckopOena, a Kak Bceria
orieHnBaia. BapemmuBaia. Ee B3M1s1/, XOMOOHBINA M OCTPBIH, ObLIT yCTpeMJIeH BIepel, CKBO3b TOHKYIO
1iesb B M0JI0re, TyJa, Ie 3a NepeBajlaMH KJaJlo €€ OCUpOoTeBIlIee KopojeBcTBO. OHa yxe cTpounia
TJTaHbL. Y3Ke BeJjla BOWHY B CBOEH rojioBe.

W mesx 1y HUMH, MeXy KUTISIIMM TOpeM U JIeAsTHBIM pacueToM, Oblia oHa. Benetus. U ee chbiH.

Aypen cnian y Hee Ha Tpy/u, ¥ €ro Teryio ObLJIO0 eIMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO Ka3aJ0Ch HACTOSIIIMM B
3TOM MHpe rpu3pakoB. OHa CMOTpesia Ha ero KpoleyHoe, Oe3MsITeXKHOE JIMIIO, Ha TO, KaK MOJparu-
BalOT ero Beku Bo cHe. OHa Bujena, Kak MepesuBaeTcs ero Yelrys Jaxke B 9TOM CKYJHOM CBeTe —
TO BCITBIXMBAsI 30JI0TOM, TO HAJTMBASICh OarpsiHIEM.

BeneTus mpoBena KOHYMKaMU NaJiblieB 1O ero rojose. OH ObUT He TpocTo ee pedeHkoM. OH
ObLT ee eMUHCTBEeHHBIM opykueM. Ee murom. [Toka oH y Hee Ha pykax, oHa uM HyxHa. O6eum. OHa
— Marh HaCJIeHUKA, PEreHT, KiodeBas ¢urypa. Ho uto Oyaer, korna on Beipactet? Korma ['ekyba
PEIINT, YTO OH JIOCTaTOYHO CHJIEH, YTOOBI MPaBUTh caMocTosiTesbHo? Korma MopuHbsl pemmr, 4to
OH JIOCTaTOYHO 30J1, YTOOB MCTUTH? OHU pa3opByT ero Ha yacti. OHM MPEeBPaTAT €ro B MOHCTPA, B
WHCTPYMEHT ISl CBOMX BEKOBBIX UTP.

Omna npwkaina ero k ceoe kperrde. Her. OHa He MO3BOMT. DTOT MaJICHbKUM, CITSIIUN JIPAKOH
npuHaiexkan eir. He um. He ux ponam, He ux HenaBuctu. Eii. OHa BbIpBasia ero u3 0ObsITUN CMEPTH,
ponuB nocpenu nemnenuina. Ml oHa BHIPBET €ro U3 UX KOTTel, 1aXe eClu I 3TOTo e MPUAETCs CTaTh
YyJOBHIIEM, CTpAIllHEe UX 0OEHX.

TuimmHa B majaHKWHe ctaia spoBuTor. OHa Oblia rpoMue ToO0ro Kpuka. BeHetus 3akpbuia
71232, MBITAsCh OTTOPOIUTHLCS, YUTH B cedsl, HO Aaxe TaM He ObuTo ToKosl. [lepes ee BHYTpeHHUM
B30pPOM CTOsUJIM OHU. Burncanuii, yMyupaionuii y ee Hor, ¢ ocjeJHel, HeBbICKa3aHHOW HEKHOCTBIO B
3o50ToM 11azy. U Jlucucrpar, nmpeBpamaiommiicss B OTHEHHBI BUXPb, C TOPKECTBYIOLIEH YIBIOKOM
Ha ry0ax.

Ona ObU1a BIOBOU JBYX JIPaKOHOB. M MaTephio TpeThero, KOTOPhIN Hec B cebe MX 000X — HMX
CUJTy, UX Bpakdy, ux npokisarue. OHa MocMoTpesa Ha CIISIIEro ChIHA.

«Thl — MOW UT, — MOAyMaJia OHa, U B STOW MBICTH He OBbLIIO HEKHOCTH, JIUIIL XOJIOIHBIN,
KECTOKUH pacyeT, KOTOPOMY OHa Hay4wmsach 3a 9Ty HOUb. — A s Oyay TBouM. EnuiHcTBeHHBIM. U
MYCTh TOJIBKO TOMPOOYIOT T€OSI OTHSATH».

[NanaHkuH KauHyJICS HA OYEPEJHOM KaMHe, U U3 TEMHOTHI HAITPOTHUB CBEPKHYJIU JIBA HEHABU-
OAmmX B3rIsAAa. BoiiHa yxke Havanack. M mosme OMTBBI OBUIO 3/1€Ch, B 3TOM TECHOM, JBMXKYIICHCS
MTOBO3KE.
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Housblo, korga kapaBaH OCTQaHOBWJICS HA TMPUBAT B MPOAyBaeMOW BCEMH BETpPaMU JIOIIMHE,
BeneTust nouyBcTBOBaA, YTO 3abixaeTcsl. Bo3iyx B manarke, MpOMUTAHHBIA MOIYAIMBON BPaX IO
['exyObl 1 MopuHBH, OBLT TyIIIE U S0BUTEE JTIOOOTO OOJOTHOTO TyMaHa. YJIO)KHUB HAKOHEIl yCHYBIIIETO
Ayperna, OHa TUXO BBICKOJIb3HYJIA HAPYKY, 3aKYTABIIUCH B ILJIAIIL.

Jlarepp KuJ TIPUDITYIIEHHOH, TPEBOXKHOW XM3HbIO. BOWHBI, pa3OMBIIMCH Ha HeOONbINUE
IPYIIIbI, CU/IENTN Y KOCTPOB, UX CHITYSTBI PE3KO OUepUYMBAINCh Ha (poHe riamenu. OHa aepikanach B
TEHH, He JKeJas MPUBJIeKaTh BHUMaHus1. Ee TSHyo He K JIosM, a K THIIHMHE, K XOJOIHOMY, YACTOMY
BO371yXy. Ho, mpoxo/st MUMO OJJHOTO U3 KOCTPOB, 32 OOJIBIIMM BaJTIyHOM, OHA YCIIBIIIANA TPUTITYIIIEH-
HBIE T0JI0Ca M OCTAHOBHUJIACK.

Tam cupenu nBoe. OnuH — cTapblid, CEJOYCHIN TBap/eell B CUHEM ILIalle, Betepan Burnicanus,
KOTOPOro OHA y3Hasa. [Ipyroil — MoJIofo¥i BOMH, NMOYTH MaJIbYMK, C AUKUM, OOOKKEHHBIM BETPOM
JIMIIOM, Ha IJIeY0 ero ObUT HAKMHYT PBaHbBIA asiblil 11al. 3010T0 U KpoBb. CHIETH y OHOTO OTHSI.

— ...OH OBUT OTHUM M3 HAC, — TOBOPUJI MOJIOZIOM, ¥ B €r0 TOJIOCE CIIBIIAIACH MATbUUIIIECKas
obunga. — OH He npsTascs 3a creHamu. B 6utee y YepHoii Pexu, Koria Hac moyTu CMsUM, OH CIH-
KHpOBaJI ¢ HeOec MpsIMO B LIEHTP ux cTposi. He ornem sxker, Het. [Ipocto pyouiics. B yenoBeueckom
obmube. Ero Meu... oH cBeTwiICs, KJISHYCh TeOe, CTapHK, OH CBETUJICS ajbiM orHem! Mbl BUaeu
3TO, M CTpax yiiea. Mbl ToToBbI ObUTH yMepeTh 3a Hero. [IoToMy uTo OH ObLI TOTOB YMEpETh C HaMH.

Benerus 3amepna, BeaymuBasick. OH ropopul o Jlucucrpare.

Crapblii rBapjeell J0JIro MoIya, BOPOIlia MajKou YIiv B KocTpe. ICKpbl B3BMETHYJIUCH B TEM-
Hoe He0o.

— Ham IToBenmtesnb ObUT IpyrvM, — OTBETHJI OH HAKOHEI, ¥ €T0 TrOJIOC ObLT ITTyXHUM, ITOJTHBIM
ycrasiort ckopou. — OH Ob1... 3akoHOM. Korma oH cMoTpen Ha TeOs1, Thl UyBCTBOBAJ He Kap. Thl
YyBCTBOBAJI BeC Beell ropel. OH He cpaxaiicsi BMecTe ¢ HaMu. OH ObUT TOH CTEHOM, 32 KOTOPYIO MBbI
cpakanuch. OfHaXAbl, BO BpeMsi BOCCTaHHS TOPHBIX KJIAHOB, OIMH M3 HAIIMX JISTMIOHOB TOMAJ B
OKpyXeHue. Mbl iyManu, 3To KOHell. A TI0ToM, Ha paccBeTte, Mbl yBuae . OH npuieren oquH. OH He
cTaj cxurarh ux Jiarepb. OH mpocTo cen Ha ckaity Haj Humu. U cupen. Lenbiit aens. He nBurasce. K
BeYepy BOXK/IHU KJIAHOB CAaMH MTPUTION3IM K HEMY Ha KOJICHSIX M ITPUHECIIM €My T'OJIOBBI 3aYMHIIUKOB.
Onu He BblIepKay ero B3risiAa. Ero momyanus. 9t1o Obuia. .. Jpyras cuja.

Mornonoit anbiii rBapaeer] (pbIpKHYJI.

— Cuna crpaxa. Hamr xe Belt 3a coOO0# CHITOM JTIOOBU.

— JI1000Bb CKUTaeT, MATBUMK, — THUXO CKa3aJl CTApUK. — A 3aKOH — CTOUT Be4HO. CTOsII. ..

Onu 3amomyanu. BeHetus cTosiia B TEMHOTe, M ee 3HOOMIO He OT xosoga. OHa TOJbKO YTO
yBHUjIeNa BCIO BOMHY, BCIO TpareMio CBOEro Opaka Iia3amu MpOCThIX coijar. ITo He Obuia OMTBa
no6pa u 371a. 1o OblIa OUTBa OTHA ¥ Jibaa. CTpactu u mopsiaka. Ml Hu ofiHa U3 STHX CHJT He ObLIa I10-
HacTosmeMy rpaBoii. OHu 06e ObUTM KPaHOCTSIMH, KOTOPbIE B UTOTE U YHHUUTOKWIIM APYT ApYyra.

Ona mocmotpesna Ha TeMHoe HeOo. ['e-To Tam, Mexay STUMHU IBYMs KpalHOCTSIMHU, OHa
Jo/mKHA Obuta HaliTh cBoM myThb. [1yTh 1U1si cBoero chbiHa. He 3akOH M He cTpacTh. A 4TO-TO TpeThe.
YTo-TO, YTO MO3BOJIUT HE MIPOCTO TMPABUTh, a KUTh. OHa ele He 3Hana, uyTo 3T10. Ho pasroBop sTux
JBYX COJIJIAaT, BParoB, OObeJMHEHHBIX OOIIMM FOpeM Y KOCTpa, Iocesil B ee Ayiie nepoe ceMs. Cems
MUPa, KOTOPBI OHA KOra-HUOYIb, BO3MOKHO, CMOXET IIOCTPOUTH Ha TMeTyie UX BPaK/Ibl.

Ha ncxone Broporo JHs My TH, KOT/ia KapaBaH MeJIEHHO BTSATUBAJICS B y3KOE, MPaYHOE yIIebe,
u3BecTHOe Kak [JoTka [IpakoHa, MpOM30IIUIO TO, Yero BTaiiHe OosuIich Bee. THIMHY TOp pa3opBal
JUKUI, TOpTaHHbIA BOi. OH IOHECCs CBEPXY, CO CKAJIMCTBIX YCTYIIOB, ¥ 9XOM ITPOKATUJICS 10 CTeHaM
yIIeJbsl, MHOTOKPATHO YCHJICHHBIM.

— 3acaga! — paszpmacsi pe3Kuidl KprK BoeHauyalbHUKA [ eKyObl.

KapaBan mMraoBeHHO octaHoBuwiicsi. Bounbl 30710TOro u AJIOro pojioB, elie CeKyHay Hazaj
YI'PIOMO IIaraBIire Mopo3Hb, MHCTUHKTUBHO COMJIMCH B OOEBOH MOPSI/IOK, BBICTABUB IIUTHI U KOTIbSI.
Wx Bpaxaa Obita 3a0bITa TIEpe]T JIUIIOM OOIIEH, CMepTeIbHOM YIPO3bI.
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CBepxy, CO CKaJl, MOCHINAJICS Ipaji KaMHEH U cTpel. BolbIIMHCTBO N3 HUX OECIIOMOIIIHO OTCKa-
KHMBAJIM OT TSIKENBIX JIOCTIEXOB M IIMTOB, HO OfIHA CTpeJia HAIlIA CBOIO I1eJIb — MOJIOOM I'Bapaeerl
Jlucuctpara BCKpUKHY/I M PyXHYJI Ha 3¢MJTIO C YEPHBIM OTNIEPEeHUEM, TOPYAIM U3 ropia.

— Mapogepsi! — npopslyail ceoi BoeHayabHUK. — ['opHble makasbsl! Ocmenenu, TBapu!

370 OBLIM HE TPOCTO PA30OMHHUKH. DTO OBUIM IPEICTABUTENH TUKUX TOPHBIX TIEMEH, KOTOpbIE
BEKaMM KWJIM B CTpaxe nepe]] JpakoHaMU, TUIATs UM KpPOBaBYIO 1aHb. Ternepb, Korna JpakoHbl ObLTH
MEPTBBHI, & UX apMHU 0CIalIeHbl, OHU TIOYyBCTBOBAJIM BKYC CBOOOIBI U MECTH.

[NanankuH, CTOSBIIME B IIEHTPE KapaBaHa, MTHOBEHHO CTaJl TJIABHOM 11eJblo. BouHBI cOMHCH
BOKPYT' HEro IUIOTHBIM KOJIBIIOM, CO3/IaB CTeHY M3 IIMTOB. BHYTpH Bce mpeBparuiock B xaoc. OT
pe3Koit octaHoBKM MOpUHbs e[1Ba He yraia, a [ eKky0a MHCTUHKTUBHO CXBAaTHJIACh 32 PYKOSITh CIIPsi-
TAHHOTO B CKJIAJIKAX TUIAThsI CTHJIETA.

Aypei, pa30yXeHHbII IIIyMOM, TPOH3UTEIIBHO 3aKpruvajl. Ero Kpuk ObUT HE KPUKOM UesioBeye-
CKOro MJIaJIeHI[a — 3TO ObUT SIPOCTHBIH, TPeOOBATEIbHBIN BU3T, OT KOTOPOro y BeHetun 3aoxuiio
VI,

W B 3TOT MOMEHT, CKBO3b I1I€JIb B [10JIOTe, OHA YBU/IENA, KaK OJJVH U3 MapoJepOB — OrPOMHBIH,
O0poaaThii JUKaph B IIKYPaX — CHPBITHYJI CO CKaJIbl IPSIMO Ha KPBIITY ajlaHKKWHA. Pa3nacs Tpeck
JIOMAIOIIErocs AepeBa.

I'exy6a 1 MopuHbs 3akpryaiii ogHoBpeMeHHO. Ho nx kpuk Obu1 pasHbiM. Kpuk MopuHbY ObLT
nosioH sipoctu. Kpuk ['ekyOb1 — JieqsHOTO yKaca.

Benetus He kpruyasa. B ToT mur, Korja HaJl ee ToJIOBOM 3aTpelalio JepeBo U TeHb Bpara yraja
Ha ee ChIHa, BpeMsl [l Hee 3aMeTIIIoch. Beck ee cTpax, Bes ee anatvsi U CKopOb Cropesiu B OHO
MTHOBEHHE, YCTYIIUB MECTO OJJHOMY-EIMHCTBEHHOMY, NIEPBOOBITHOMY MHCTUHKTY.

B atoT MOMEHT Aypes, 10 9TOro HaApHIBABIIMIACS OT KPHKa, BHE3AIMHO 3aMOJTJaJ.

U ero 30motoi a3 — 11a3 Buricanus — BCHBIXHYIL.

3710 He ObUIO OTpakeHHWEeM CBeTa. DTO ObUIa BCIIBIIIKA W3HYTPH. SIpKasi, HecTepnumas, Kak
yZlap COJTHEYHOTO JIy4a, OTPaXEHHOTo OT JiefHUKa. Ha oo cekyHIpl KpOIIEUHbIH I1a3 MylaJeHIa
MpEeBpaTUJICS B MUHUATIOPHOE COJTHIIE.

Maponep, yxke OIyCKaBIIMi CBOW TOTOP, B3PEBENl U MHCTUHKTUBHO 3aKMYPUJICS, OCTIETICH-
Helid. Ero ynap, paccuMTaHHbIi ¢ %eCTOKOM TOYHOCTHIO, YIIeNl B CTOPOHY. Tskenoe Jie3BUe ¢ Orly-
IIATETbHBIM CKPEKETOM BOH3UJIOCH B IEPEBSIHHBIN 0] AJIAHKKHA, B II0OMe OT HOT BeHeTuu.

HukTo, Kpome Hee, He MOHsUI, YTO Mpou3onuio. ['ekyda 1 MopuHbs BUIENU JIUIIIb, YTO Bap-
Bap HEOOBCHUMBIM 0Opa3zoM npomaxuysics. Ho Benerus Buzena. OHa mo4yBcTBOBajIa KOPOTKYIO,
TETUTYIO BOJIHY CHJIbI, ICXOSIIYIO OT ee cbiHa. OH He ObUT MPOCTO 00BEKTOM, KOTOPHIN HYXKHO 3allli-
mate. OH cam ObUT 3amuToi. [Jaxe ceityac, Oyaydur 6eCrIOMOIIHBIM MJIJICHIIEM, B HEM yXke JpeMalia
HECOKpYIIMMasi BOJIsI ero otiia — 30510toro pakoHa.

STOT MOMEHT, 3Ta BCIIBILIKA CBETA B TEMHOTE, JJaJl €1 TO, YEeTro el He XBaTaJlo: He ITPOCTO SIPOCTb,
a YBEpEHHOCTb.

Ona He crana npsaTaTh pedenka. OHa He cTaia 3BaTh Ha nmoMolb. OHa mocMoTtpesa Ha Mopu-
HBIO, KOTOpasi yKe 3aHOCHJIa CBOM KMHXXaJl, TOTOBSICh BCTPETUTD Bpara, M ee rojoc Mpo3ByYal TakK
XOJIOJJHO Y BJIACTHO, YTO JaXke OTHeHHAasi KOpoJieBa 3amepria.

— Jlaii MHe ero.

MopuHbs Ha CEKyHy ONElInIa.

— Yro?

— Teont kunxan. Jlait mue ero. Ceituac, — noBTopria BeHetus, u B ee ra3ax Obuia Takas
JesiHas SIPOCTh, YTO MOpUHbSI, He pa3ayMbiBasi, nogunHmwiack. OHa CyHysa KMHXaJ B pyKy Bene-
THH.

B TOT %€ MuT KphiIlia MajJJaHKKWHA TPOJIOMUJIACK, U B 00Pa30BaBIIYIOCS JIBIPY, XOX0Ya, CIIPHITHYT
Mapozep. Ero raza, nqukue n 6e3ymMHble, OJ1eCHY/IM, KOT/Ia OH YBUJIEN TpeX O0e33alUTHBIX KEHIIUH.
OH 3aHec CBOH ypOJIMBBIN, 3a3yOpEHHBIN TOTIOP, 1eJIsCh B BeHeTHIo 1 ee JparolieHHyo HOIIY.
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OH He ycriern.

Benetusi, 1Burasich ¢ He4eJI0BEYECKON CKOPOCTBIO, KOTOPYIO OHA cama B cede He MoJ03peBaa,
BeIOpOCHIIa pyKy Breped. OHa He nenmmnack. OHa npocto ynapuia. Kuxxan MopuHbH, KOPOTKUHN U
OCTPBIiA, KaK 3MEHUHBIH 3y0, BOIIEN JUKAPIO MPSIMO B FOPIIO, TIOJ IMOAOOPOIOK, C BIaXKHBIM, XJTIOIAI0-
IIUM 3BYKOM.

X0X0T 00OpBaJICSsl, CMEHUBILUCH YAMBICHHBIM XpHUIIOM. [J1a3a Mapopepa pacIIMprIIUCh OT
moka. OH NOIIAaTHYJICS, BBIPOHWJ TOMOP, KOTOPBI C IIIyXMM CTYKOM yIajl Ha I0J1 MaJaHKWHA, B
mioiiMe oT Hor ['ekyObl. OH cXBaTWJICA 32 PYKOSITh KUHKAJIA, MBITASCh BBHITAIUTh €ro, U PyXHYJI Ha
KOJICHH, 3aXJIeOBIBAsICh COOCTBEHHOW KPOBBIO.

Benerus ne orBonuia B3migna. OHa cMoTpenia, Kak KU3Hb MIOKUIAET €ro Teso, U Ha ee JIMLEe
He ObUIO HU CTpaxa, HU OTBpaiieHus. JIumb XonoaHas, mycras cocpeioTo4eHHOCTh. OHa TOJBKO
yTo yOusa yenoBeka. M He mouyBCTBOBaJIa HUYETO, KPOME JIEISTHOTO YIOBJIETBOPEHHUS OT TOTO, YTO
yrpo3a ee ChIHy YCTpaHEeHa.

Ona BblIepHYJIa CBOW KMHKAJI U3 €r0 IIeH U, He IJIs1/151, TPOTSIHYJA ero 0OpaTHO OIIETOMIIEHHOM
MopuHbe. 3aTeM OHa CHOBa CKJIOHMJIACh HaJl CBOMM CbIHOM, KOTOPBIH, IOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO OMACHOCTD
MUHOBAJa, 3aTHX.

I'eky6a 1 Mopunbst Mmomyani. OHM CMOTpEJIM He Ha MEPTBOE TEJIO, 3AJIMBAIOIIEE MO KPOBBIO.
Onu cmotpenu Ha Beneruto. Ha 3Ty Xpynkyio, I3MOXAEHHYIO JE€BYIIKY, KOTOpasi TOJIBKO 4TO Oe3
KoJie0aHmii epepesaa IJ0TKy Bpary. M B 3TOT MOMeHT OHU 00€e, BIIepBbIe, YBUIEIH B HEW HE IIPOCTO
cocya. OHM TakyIo ke 0e3:KalO0CTHYI0 KOPOJIeBY, Kak M OHU CaMH.

Tumuny Hapynmia [ekyOa.

— YucThiid yaap, — KOHCTaTHpOBaJa OHa, 0Opamiasich He K KOMY-TO KOHKPETHO, a CKopee B
pocTpaHcTBO. — IIpsAAMO B COHHYIO apTepuIo, M0 YITIOM BBEPX, K OCHOBaHMIO yeperna. MrHoBeHHast
cMmepTb. Hukakoi ymiseit cyetsl. I deKTUBHO.

B ee ronoce He 6110 HY TOXBaJIBI, HU ykaca. JIuib onoOpeHre mpaBUIbHO ¥ SKOHOMHO BBITION-
HEHHOH paOoThl, KaK ecii Obl OHA OLIEHWBAJIA YAap MSCHHMKA Ha CKOTOOOMHE.

C npyroit croponsl kK Benetun nononuia Mopunss. Ee 11a3a ropeiy XMIHbIM, TIOYTH BOCXU-
meHHbpIM orHeM. OHa yBHe1a KpOBb, BCE ellle MOKPBIBABIIYI0 pyKr Benetuu, 1 Ha ee ry0ax NosiBu-
J1ach I0OBOJIbHAS, XUIIIHASA YiIbIOKa. OHa BbIHY/IA U3 PyKaBa TOHKUI OATHCTOBBIN IJIATOK M MPOTSIHYJIA
ero Beneruu.

— Bor, quts1, — ckazana oHa THXO, HO € TNIyOOKMM yAOBJIeTBOpeHrneM. — BoiTpu pyku. [lepBas
KpOBb, MPOJIUTast 32 CBOEro pedeHKa, — camasi ciaakas. Terepb Thl oqHa U3 Hac. Ternepb B TeOe
IIPOCHYJIACh HACTOSIAsA MaTh. MaTh ApakoHa.

Benetuss monua B3sina maatok. OHa CTosiia MEXAy HHUMH, MEXKAY JIEAsSHBIM OIOOpeHHEM
3(p(pEeKTUBHOCTH U TOPSTYIUM BOCTOProM OT skecTOKOCTH. OHa BUeNa, YTO €€ MOCTYIOK, POXKICHHbIH
U3 OTYasTHUS M MHCTUHKTA, B MX IJ1a3aX CTajl 4eM-To UHBIM. i1 ['eKyObl — 3HAKOM TOro, YTO OHa
MOXET ObITh TOJIE3HBIM UHCTPYMEHTOM. 111 MOpPUHBM — 3HAKOM TOTO, UTO B HEW €CTh «IPABUJIb-
Hasi», anast sspoctb. OHa yroguaa 000UM CBOMM «Y4YHTEIsIM». VI OT 3TOro 0CO3HAHUS €il CTaJIo elle
XOJIOZIHEE, YEM OT ITPOHMU3BIBAIOILIETO FTOPHOIO BETpA.

Crhluka B ymiesnbe Oblla KOPOTKOH, HO XkecTOKOW. BOWHBI KapaBaHa, pa3bsipeHHbIE NEPBBIMU
MOTEPSIMHU, C SIPOCTBIO OTOMIIM aTaky. Maponepbl, He O)KUIABIIUE TAKOTO IPOCTHOTO M OPraHU30BaH-
HOT'O COTPOTHBJICHUS OT TPaypHOU MPOIECCHHU, OBICTPO OTCTYIWIIM, OCTABUB Ha CKaJIaX HECKOJIBbKO
TeJl U YHOCS paHEHBIX.

Korna nocneanue KpUKu 3aTUXJIM M CHOBA BOLIAPUJIACh HANPsKEHHASI TUILIMHA, BOCHAYAIbHUK
[exyObl mopomesn K pa3oUTOMy MaJIaHKHHY.

— Tlocroxa? — 1mo3Baj OH, ero roJioc ObLT IMOJIOH TPEBOTU. — BB 11eJ1b1?

[Monor orkunym u3nyTpH. [lepBoit nosiBunack ['ekyda. Ee muiio 6110 O1eIHBIM, HO CIIOKOM-
HbIM. 3a Hell — MopHHbs, BCE €llle C:KMMaBlllasi B pPyKe OKpPOBaBJIEHHbI KuHxkal. M nocnenHei,
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ONUpAasiCh Ha PyKy rBapyeiina, Boiia Benerus. OHa npukumaia Kk cede Aypena, KOTOpbIii CHOBa
MHUPHO ciaJl.

BoeHavyanbHUK ¥ CONAATHI, YBUIEB TEJIO Mapoaepa y ee HOT, 3acTblii B Mordanuu. OHu riepe-
BOJWJIM B3IJISI/ C YOMTOTO AMKApsl HA XPYIKYI0, OJIeHYIO KeHIIMHY, U B UX I71a3aX YATAJIOCh MOTPsi-
CEeHHEe ¥ HOBOE, HEBOJIbHOE YBaKEHHE.

Benetus ve oOparnia Ha HUX BHUMaHKs. OHa 00BesIa B3IJISIOM I10JIe KOPOTKOW OUTBBI — TeJla
CBOMX U YXKHX, JIy’KM KPOBU HA CEPOM KaMHe.

— CKOJIbKO MBI TIOTEPSITN? — CHPOCHIIA OHA, U €€ TOJIOC MPO3BYYasl Ha YAUBJIEHHE TBEPO.

— Tpowux, rocrioxa, — OTBETUJ BOEHAYAJILHUK, PUXOJIs B ceOs1. — JIBoe u3... AJioro pona,
oavH Hail. Ermie narepo paHeHsl.

BeneTus kKMBHyIa, MPpUHUMAsT 3TY MH(OPMALIMIO C XOJIOTHON CIepKaHHOCTBIO, KOTOpasi opa-
3una gaxe [exyoy.

— IloxopoHute Hammx ¢ yectblo. PaHeHbIM OkaxuTe nomouls. [TalaHKMH peMOHTY He MOJ-
nexut. [IpuroToBbTe A1 MEHSI OMHY M3 TIOBO3OK C MpuracaMu. Mbl BeicTynaeM yepe3 yac. Houn
3[1ECh OIACHBI.

Omna oTnaBaja MmpuKasbl — YETKHe, SICHbIE, JIOTHUHble. I HUKTO He mocMen eil Bo3pa3uth. Hu
I'exy0a, Hu Mopunbsi. OH1 MoTua HAOMIOAAIH, KaK 9Ta JEBOUKA, ellie Buepa ObIBIIAs JIUIIb OOEKTOM
WX UHTpUT, OepeT Ha cebst komaHgoBaHue. OHa He coBeToBasiack. OHa pemasna. M ee mpaBo perarb
ObLIIO HEOCTIOPMMBIM, TIOTOMY YTO OHa 3aliuiiaia He ce0s. OHa 3aiminana HacleJHUKA.

Hous 3actana ux Ha HEOOJIBIIOM, OTKPBITOM BCEM BeTpaM IU1aTo. Pa3owiu narepb, BHICTABHB
JBOMHBIE 1030pbl. CONAATH, YCTaBIIIKE U 3JIble, CUETN Y KOCTPOB, MOJTUa ToYa opyxue. ATMocdepa
ObLIa THETYIIIEH.

Beneruio pasmecTuin B LEHTpe Jiarepsi, B €IMHCTBEHHOM YyIIieJIeBUIEeN MajiaTKe, OKPYKEHHOW
KOJIBIIOM CaMbIX BepHBIX rBapeiiieB [ekyObl. BHyTpu ObU1o TecHO 1 xononHo. ['opena juiib ogHa
HeOOoJbINas KapoBHsI, OTOpachiBasi HA TKAHEBBIE CTEHBI APOXKAIIUE, YPOIIUBbIE TEHH.

MimeHHo 31€ch, B 9TOM BPEMEHHOM, IIATKOW KPENOCTH, pa3birpajiach CIeAyIomas cleHa ux oes-
MOJIBHOI BOVIHBI.

Aypen npocHyIIcs 1 3artakait. 1o ObUT He TpeOOBaTeIbHBIN BU3T, KaK B NaJJAHKKUHE. DTO ObLT
KaJIOOHBIM, IOYTH YeJIOBEUECKUI T1ad peOeHKa, KOTOPBIN 3aMep3, ObUT TOJIOJICH U HaITyTaH.

BeneTus TyT e MpUHSIIACH €T0 YCIIOKauBaTh, YKAUMBaTh, HO OH HE YHUMAJICS].

— OH rosnoneH, — KoHcTatupoBaia MoprHbs, KOTOpasi CUeNia B yIiy, 3aKyTaBIIUCh B CBON
rtant. OHa MogHSIach. — Y MeHs ecTh ¢ co00i (iAra ¢ TeryIbIM KO3bUM MOJIOKOM, CMEIIaHHBIM C
MeZIoM. DTO JIy4llee CPeACTBO. ..

— I'mynoctu, — TyT %€ odopBana ee ['ekyba. OHa cujena HapOTHUB, MpsAMasi, KaK CTaTysl. —
MoJ10KO KHUBOTHBIX OCJIA0UT ero KpoBb. EMy HyXeH oTBap U3 KOpHs JyHHUKA. OH YKperuIsieT IyX v
3aKasser Teno. f cefiuac ke MpUKaxy MpUroTOBUTH.

— TbI X0UelIb OTPABUTh €0 CBOMMHU JISISTHBIMH TpaBamu! — BCKHHYIach MopuHbsi. — Emy
HyX)HO Terio! JKusoe Terio!

— Emy HyxHa aucumruimHa, a He 6abckue npuuntanus! — orpesana ['ekyda. — Tbl BbIpac-
THJIa BCIBUIBYMBOTO JAUKapsi. S Beipary Koposis!

OnHu cHOBa OBbLJTM TOTOBBI BIENUTHCS JPYT APYTY B IJIOTKU HAJ IJIAYyLIIMM PEOSHKOM, KaXaast
MIBITASICh HABS3aTh CBOW METO[l, CBOM MOJXO[, CBOIO CTUXHIO.

— 3amomuure. Ooe.

lonmoc Beneruw mpo3Bydan HErPOMKO, HO OH ObUI MOJOOEH TpecKy KHyTa. OOe KOposeBbl
3aMOJTYAJIM U YCTaBUJIMCh Ha HEe.

Benetus, ykaunBasi CbiHa, MEJJIEHHO pacCTerHyJia Bepx cBoero 1iarhbsi. OHa He oKpacHesa, He
cMmyTuiack. Ee B3 ObuT XonofieH v HerpekyioHeH. OHa MpUJIokKIIa IyIavdymero Aypesa K cBoen
rpyau. OH TYT ke 3aTHX U C KaJIHOCTBIO PUIBHYJI K HEH.

Ona nogHsIa 11a3a Ha OIIEJIOMJICHHBIX JKEeHITIVH.
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— Hu Baie MoJIoKk0, HM Balll TpaBbl, — CKa3ajia OHA THXO, HO OTYETIMBO. — TOJBKO Moe.
[Noka s ero Math, ero OyeT MUTaTh TOIBLKO MOsI KPOBb X MO€ MOJIOKO. Bl 06e Oyriete InIib CMOTPETb.
Bbi onsim?

Ona cMoTpesa Ha HUX — Ha OTHEHHYIO KOpPOJIEBY fora M JIe/IsIHYI0 KOpoJieBy ceBepa. U B 3TOT
MOMEHT OHa OblJ1a criTbHee Mx o0enx. [Totomy 4To oHa OblTa He MPOCTO BAACThI0. OHA ObLIa JKU3HBIO.
Ona Obl1a ICTOYHUKOM. 1 0HM 00€, CO BCel X MOILBI0 M HEHABUCTHIO, ObUTU a0COJIIOTHO OECCHITBHEL
niepes] STUM IIPOCTHIM, TIEPBOOBITHBIM aKTOM — MaTb, KOPMSIIIasi CBOETO peOeHKa.

I'eky6a 1 Mopusbst Momdanu. OHU CMOTPEITH Ha 3TY CIIEHY, U B UX I71a3aX BIEPBBIE 32 JOJITUE
rOfIbl MOSIBUJIOCH HeuTo od1iee. HeBonbHOE, IOUTH PEBHUBOE YBaKEHHE K CHJIE, KOTOPOW OHHU CaMU
yXke J1aBHO ObuTH JinIiieHbl. OHU TIOHSUTH, Y4TO OUTBA 32 ITOrO pedeHKa Oy/ieT ropasio ClIokHee, YeM
OHHU TIPEATOoaraim.

I'ekyOa m MopuHbsi MOTUa BEpHYJIMCh Ha CBOM MECTa M CEJW, TMOTPY3UBIIMCh B THETYIIYIO
tumuHy. Ho nepemupue Obu1o Heponrum. Korga Aypen, HACBITHBIIUCH, YCHYJT HA PyKax y MaTepH,
MopuHbsI cCHOBa HapyImia Modanue. Ee ronoc Obul yke He TpeOOBaTeIbHBIM, a BKPaTIMBbIM, XUT-
PbIM.

— OH curieH, — cKasajia OHa, IJIs/1s1 Ha CIisiero muiajieHia. — OroHb B HeM TpeOyeT BBIXOAaA.
MBb1 Do/mKHBI JaTh eMy uMsl. VicTHHHOE M3, KOTopoe OyaeT muTaTh ero cuiy. S HazoBy ero deHuk-
com. 60 OH, Kak ¥ Hall poji, BOCCTAJ U3 TerJIa MOPakeHusl, 9YTOObI C:KeUb MHUP.

— I'nymoctr, — 1yT *e orpe3ana ['ekyba, naxe He MOBEpPHYB royioBbl. Ee ronoc ObUT pe3ok,
Kak Tpeck Jbaa. — [lenen — 310 yaen cnadeix u npourpasimmx. OH — 3010T10. OH — KameHb. OH
OylieT HOCHTh UM TIepBOTro Kopois Hatero pona — Opuon. Kak camast sipkast v xoioqHast 3Be371a
Ha CeBEpHOM HeOe, UTO yKa3blBaeT MyTh M HE MEHSIET CBOETO MOJIOKEHUSI.

— TBoit OproH — 3TO UM 151 CTaTyu! — orpei3HyJIach Mopunbst. — 17151 XonoaHoro ujona!
Moi1 BHyK — *kuBoe 11aMs! EMy Hy’)KHO UMsl, KOTOpPOE TOpUT, a HE CBETUT!

— EMy HyXHO UMs1, KOTOPOE BHYIIIAET TPENeT U MOPSIOK, a He UMsI HECYILIECTBYIOIIEH ITTHIIbI !
— mapupoBana ['ekyoa.

Onu cHOBa ObLTM TOTOBBI BLEMUTHCS APYT APYTY B IJIOTKH, HO HA TOT pa3 — M3-3a OyayIiero
ux BHyKa. Criop 00 nMeHu ObUT CIOPOM O ero Jyiie. MOpuHbsI XOTesa BUIETh B HEM PEMHKAPHAIIHIO
sipoctHoro Jlucucrpara. ['ekyba — ynydieHHy0, 60Jiee COBEpIIIEHHYI0 BEPCHIO XOIOTHOro Burica-
HUsA. OHU yKe JISNTUIN €T0, TIHITAIMCh BIUCATh B CBOM UCTOPUM, HABSI3aTh €My CBOIO CYIbOY.

Benetus ciymiana ux, ¥ B Hell BCKUIIaia MeJJIeHHAs1, XOJOHAsI sIPOCTb.

— Ero 30ByT Aypen, — cka3zajia OHa.

O0e >XeHIIMHBI 3aMOTYaITN U YCTABUIIUCh Ha Hee.

— Yt0? — nepecripocuna MopuHbsl.

— Ero 30ByT Aypen, — noBtopuia Benetus, misias npsimMo nepen coO0i, B TEMHOTY MaJIaTKH.
— ¢ Ha3Basia ero Tak. DTO MMl HE PUHAJICKUT HUA BalllMM MepTBellaM, HU BaiuMm 3Be3aam. OHO
MPUHAJICKUT EMY.

— 9T0... 3TO IPOCTO cJI0BO! — (prIpKHYJIa MopuHbs. — B HeM HeT cuiibl!

— B Hem ecTb Mos1 BoJIsI, — oTBeTwIa BeneTusi. — A ceifuac 310 eIMHCTBEHHAsI CHJIa, KOTOpast
umeert 3HaueHre. OH He Oyner Hu PennkcoM, Hu OpuoHom. OH He OyJeT HUUbel KOMrel U HUIbei
MecThio. OH Oyner coboil. Aypesnom. U Bel 00e OyjeTe Ha3biBaTh €ro Tak.

Omna ckazaza 3TO THXO, HO B ee rojioce Oblla Takas HECOKPYIIMMasl, MaTepUHCKasl yBEpeH-
HOCTb, YTO OHU HE MOCMENH BO3pa3uTh. OHM JIMIIL OOMEHSUTMCh HEHABUISAIIMMU B3IJIsIAMH MTOBEPX
ee royioBbl. OHU MOHSUIH, YTO OMTBA 32 3TOro pebeHKa OyIeT ropasio CIokHee, YeM OHH Tpe/roa-
rany. VX rjaBHOM NpOTUBHUIICH OyleT He OHA U3 HUX, a 9Ta TUXas, yrpsMas JIeBUYOHKA, KOTOpas
MOYEMY-TO pelInya, 4To MMEeT IPaBo roioca.
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I'naBa 3. Bo3Bpamenue B Cepaue I'opbl

CrycTst HeJleJIl0 My4YUTEILHOTO MyTH, KOTJIa TIepeBaIbl CTAIM Kpyde, a BO3AyX — TOHBIIE U
xononHee, onn yBuzaenu Cepatie [opel. [IBopelr He moka3zasicsi BHe3armHo. OH MeJICHHO BbIpacTal
M3-32 TIMKOB, CJIOBHO TMTAHTCKMI KPHUCTAJUI, IPOPACTAIONIMI CKBO3b ToMIly cKaj. Ero GamuHu u3
MOJIOYHO-0€JI0r0, CBETAIIErocst KAMHS U JibjIa Ka3aJIUCh TPU3PAYHBIMU B pa3pekeHHOM Bo3ayxe. s
OOJIBIIMHCTBA B KapaBaHe 3T0 ObUT BU goma. [{ns BeHeTnn 310 ObUT BUJI €€ TIOPbMBI, B KOTOPYIO
OHa BO3Bparaiack 100poBoibHO. Ho Tereph Bce OblT0 MHaue. OHa BO3Bpaliayiach He IJICHHUIICH,
a 3aBOeBaTeJIbHULIEH.

[MoceHuit OTpPe30K MyTH OHM MPEOJIOTIeM B THETYIIeM Mordanuu. HoBocTh 00 ux mpuoim-
KEHUH, HECOMHEHHO, yKe JIOCTHUIIIa IBopiia. Koria kapaBaH, N3MOTaHHBIN U TIOTPEMIAHHbBIN, BTSHYJICS
Ha IMUPOKYIO TJIOIMAAKY Iepe]] INIABHBIMUA BOPOTAMHM, UX YKe KA.

Bechb nBop BbIchMan Hapyxy. He Obuto HU TpyO, HU GapaGaHoB. JIuiib TsoKenast, THETYIAs
tuimyHa. COTHH JII0/IeN — COBETHHMKU B TSIKEJIBIX MAHTHSIX, TPUIBOPHBIC JAMBI B TPAYPHBIX TUIATHSIX,
CITyTH, TBAPICUIIBI — CTOSUTM TUIOTHOM, O€3MOIBHOM TONMON. VX Jiuiia ObUTM pacTepsHHBIMU, UCITY-
raHHbpIMHA. OHU MOTEPSUTA CBOETO TIOBEJIUTENISI U He 3HAJIM, YTO KJET UX JajbIIle.

Kapaan ocranoBuiics. [IBepiia yOoroii moBo3Ku, 3aMEHSBINEH TMAJIAHKWUH, CO CKPUIIOM OTBO-
punack. [lepBoii Beiia ['eky0a. OHa cTynuia Ha pOAHYIO 3eMJII0, U €€ CIHHA, Ka3aJloch, CTaja ele
npsiMee, a JIUIo — ere Oostee JienstHbiM. OHa OblIa CHOBA XO3MKOW CBOUX BJIaJICHUM.

3arem, OnmUpasich Ha PyKy CEIOro BOCHaYaIbHUKA, BhIILTa Benetrst. OHa aBuragach MeJijIeHHO,
BCe elnle c1adasi mocsie pojioB, HO B ee TIOXOKe He ObLJI0 HU KaIlli HeyBepeHHOCTH. OHa KPErKo MpH-
kKHnMana K cebe cBepTok ¢ Aypenom. Ee nuiio Obi10 O5ieTHBIM U XY/IBIM, TIOJT IIa3aMHU 31T/ TEMHbIS
TeHU, HO B3IV ObUT TBEPABIM U siCHBIM. OHa 0OBeJIa TOJITY TSKEIbIM, OLIEHUBAIOIIUM B3IJISIOM, U
POIIOT, HAYABIIUIACS OBLTIO MPH ee TIOSBJICHUH, TYT Xe CTHX.

Onu yBujienu ee. CBOIO OBIBIIYIO «TPETBIO KEHY», TPEeAMET MePEHIenoToB U kajuoctu. Ty, 4to
cOexana, mpejaia, craja IpUIMHONW BOWHBL. HO OHM BUJEH U TO, YTO OHA JICPKUT B PyKax.

W, nakonen, nocnieaney, noja KOHBOEM JIByX TBap/eiliieB, U3 MOBO3KM Bbilllia MopuHbsi. Ee
TOSIBJIEHHE BBI3BAJIO HOBYIO BOJIHY M3yMJleHHOro ienora. Matb KpacHoro 3mes. Kusas. 3necs. B
ceplie Bpaxkeckoro Jjioroa. Uto 3to 3Haumno? [epemupue? Kanutynsims?

[Mpoueccus Obi1a cTpanHOM, HeMbIcUMOU. Tpu BIoBbL. Tpu KoponeBbl. OiHa — X03511Ka, Bep-
HyBIIasics 1oMoi. [lpyrast — TUIeHHHUIIA, CMMBOJI TaBIero Bpara. U TpeThs, camasi 10Has1, JepKaBiiast
B pyKax OyayIiiee ux Bcex.

Benerus caenana mar Briepe, M TOJINMAa MHCTUHKTUBHO PacCTyNIIach, 00pasys KUBOW KOPH-
nop. OHa 1oIuia K IJIaBHBIM BOPOTaM, U 3a Hel, Kak JBe TeHH, nocienosaiu ['ekyda u MopuHbs. 1o
OBbLIT UX TIEPBBIN BHIXOJ BTPOEM, U pACCTAHOBKA CHJT ObLIA OUeBH/IHA [T BceX. BeHeTHs ¢ HacejHu-
KOM — B 1IeHTpe. ['eky0a, X03siiKa 3TUX 3eMeJib, — CIpaBa, Kak oropa TpoHa. MOpHHbs, IJICHHUIIA,
— CJIeBA, KAk CUMBOJI ITOOEIHI.

BeHeTus 1u1a o 3HaKOMBIM T'YJIKMM 3aJ1aM, ¥ BOCTIOMUHAHUST HAXJIBIHYJIA Ha Hee. BoT rasnepes,
I7ie OHa BIIEpBbIe YBUAENa (ppecku ¢ ApakoHamu. Bor apka, Beaymas B Cag Baytpennero Otpaxe-
HUs, ee HeyaBIeecs yoexuiie. BoT OBOPOT K IMOKOsIM, I7ie OHA IMPOBeJa CTOIBKO OJIMHOKUX, OTYa-
SIHHBIX Houel. [IBopent He u3meHwics. Ho n3menumnach oHa.

Omna Bujiena 3Hakomble Juia. CTaporo KazHauesl, KOTOPbIid CMOTpPeJI Ha Hee C UCITYTOM U HeJlo-
ymeHueM. [ TaBHOTo Jiekapsi, YbM 11a3a ObLTH TIOJTHBI YCTAIOCTH U nieyauti. OHa jaxe yBUjIea B TOJIIIe
CITy’KaHOK MCITyTaHHOE JIMIIO TOM, YTO KOTJA-TO MIeNTaaach Y Hee 3a CITIUHOM O ee «HU3KOM» ITPOUC-
xokieHnn. Tenepp 9Ta CiykaHKa CMOTpesia Ha Hee C CyeBepHBIM yKacoM, Oy/ITO YBUjIeNa MPU3paKa,
BEPHYBILIETOCS C TOTO CBETa, YTOOI OTOMCTHTb.

OHa uckana B TOJIE JIMIIb OAHO JIUIO, HO He Hanwia ero. Jlarona. Xurpas, mynpas JlaToHa,
VCTUHHAS BUHOBHHUIIA 3TOW BOWHBI, Kyaa-To ucuesna. Coexana? Vnm 3arannack, BeoKUIas?
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370 ObLIA AEMOHCTpAIYS €AUHCTBA, MYCTh W (PaJIBIIMBOrO, HO B IAHHBIA MOMEHT — HEOCTIO-
pumoro. BeneTtusi muia Briepes, M KakIbli [1ar 1Mo 3HAKOMBIM T'YJIKHM 3aJ1aM ObLT IIIaroM o ee co0-
CTBEHHOMY MpOILIOMYy. BocrioMrHaHMs HaXJIBIHYJIM HA Hee, HO Terepb OHM ObUTM HE TEIUIBIMH U
HOCTQJIbTUYECKIMH, a XOJOJHBIMH, KaK MPU3PAKH, TAHYIIHE K HeW CBOU PYKH U3 TEHEH.

Bor ranepes, rue oHa BrepBble yBHeIa (PpecKU ¢ ApakoHamMH. Toraa oHa CMOTpena Ha HUX C
JETCKUM BOCTOProM M TpernetoM. Terneps OHa BUeIa B HUX JIMIIb )KECTOKYIO XPOHUKY CBOEH CEMbH
— OECKOHEYHYIO uepey OMTB, KpOBU M OOPHOBI 32 BJIACTh, B KOTOPYIO TeNepb ObLT BTSHYT U €€ ChIH.

Omna 3ameuiniia miar, Ipoxosi MUMO IIMPOKOW apkH, Beayel B Caa Buytpennero Otpaxe-
Hus1. Ha MrHoBeHue el mouyaninock, Oyaro oHa BUIMT ero. Buricanuii. Ero BHICOKMA, TPSIMOIA CHITYST
y Kpas 3epKajibHOro npyzaa. OH CTOUT CIIMHOM K Hel, HETIOBMKHBIN, Kak n3BasiHue. BocnomuHaHue
ObLIO TAKMM SIPKMM, TAKUM peajibHbIM, YTO y Hee MepexBaTuiio Abixanue. OHa MOPrHyJIa, U BUACHHE
ucuesno. Can 61 myct. XosogeH. MepTB, Kak U ero XO35H1H.

Jlasbiie o Kopuaopy ObUTH MOKOH, T/Ie KOTIa-TO Xuia DiIKkMeHa. V3-3a IpHOTKPBITON JBepH
JOHOCHJICSI TPOMKHI CMEX U 3BOH KYOKOB. BeHetust Gpocuia Tyna KOpoTKuil B3risia. KoMHats! He
nmycToBaji. TaM yxke pacnoioXuiCcs KaKoW-TO I0XKHBIM JIOPJ CO CBOE CBUTOM, BOCHOIb30BABIIUCH
cymaToxoil. Mup He TepIUT IMyCTOThL. DIIKMEHa, €€ sI3BUTebHAS COTIEPHUIIA, OblIa CTEPTa U3 UICTOPHU
3TOro JABOpLA TaK OBICTPO M OE3KAJIOCTHO, OY/ATO e HUKOIZA U He ObLI0. DTa MBICIb HE TMPHHECTA
Benetun ynoBnerBopeHus. JIUIb XOMOIHOE OCO3HAHUE TOTO, KaK OBICTPOTEUHO 3/1€Ch BCE, KpOMe
CaMO¥ BJIACTH.

OHa OTBepHYJIach U MOIIUIA AaJIbllie. DTOT KOPOTKUIA YTk 10 JBOPILY MoKa3as ei Bce. Ee mpo-
1uioe ObLIO MOTHO Mpu3pakoB. Ee HacTosee — mojiHo BparoB. A ee Oynyiiee. .. ee Oyayiiee Oyaer
BOIHOM. He ToJIbKO OTKPBITOM, HO ¥ TAlTHOM, IOJAKOBEPHOM, 3a KaKAYI0 MeuaTh Ha IBEPH, 3 KakKI0To
rBapjeiia B KOpuaope.

Ona Bo1lUIa B TPOHHBIN 321, ¥ HA €€ JIMIIE yKe He ObLJIO HU clie/ia CTa00CTH WITM BOCTIOMUHAHUI.
Jluis XoJojiHast, CTaibHas Macka KOpOJIeBbl, TOTOBOM K OUTBeE.

Benerust ocraHoBUJIaCh B LIEHTPE NIABHOTO TPOHHOTO 3aj1a. 30JI0TOM TPOH €€ MYa, BBICEUEH-
HBIA U3 LEJBHOTO KaMHs, IycToBaJl. OH Ka3ajcs OrpOMHBIM, XOJIOAHBIM U OAMHOKUM. OHa MOBEpHY-
J1ach K 3aCThIBLIEMY JBOPY.

— Bam I[NoenuTesb nan B OUTBE, — €€ ToJI0C, C1adblid, HO SICHBIN, pa3HECCs B T'YJIKOW THIIIUHE.
— Ho 3osnotoit pox He npeppascs!

OHa 0CTOpOXHO, TOPKECTBEHHO, ITPUIIO/IHSIIA CBEPTOK, TIOKa3bIBasi BCEM CBOETO ChiHA. Aypel,
pa30yKeHHBII [ITyMOM, IIEBEJIbHYJICS U U3 TUXUIA, HSJOBOJIBHBIN 3BYK.

— Ilepen Bamu — Aypei, cbiH Bunicanus, [Tosemutens ['op. U nacnegauk Asoro ITuka o
MpaBy KpoBH. ENMHCTBEHHBIN HACTIEAHUK JABYX TPOHOB!

Omna rosopuia, a psiioM, 3a €e CIIMHOM, CTOSLIM BE CaMble MOT'YILIECTBEHHbIE KEHIIIMHbBI MUPA,
Y UX MOJTYQJIMBOE MIPUCYTCTBUE OBUIO MOATBEPXKIEHUEM €€ CJIOB. B 9TOT MOMEHT oHa Obliia He IPOCTO
Matepbio. OHa Oputa cuMBOIOM. CUMBOJIOM €IMHCTBA, MUPA U, CAMOE TJIABHOE, — 3aKOHHOU BJIACTH.

Ona 3HaJa, 4To 3TO JMIIb Hayaio. YTo 3a STUM MOIYaJIMBBIM ILIOKOM IMOCJIEAYET COPOTUBIIE-
Hue. YUTto Briepenu ee jkAyT MHTPUTH, MTPEAATeIbCTBA U, BO3MOXKHO, HOBbIe BOWHBI. Ho, cTos1 31€Ch,
Ha Mopore CBOEro CTaporo JIoMa, KOTOPBIN Tenephb T0KeH ObUT CTaTh €€ KOPOJIEBCTBOM, OHA BIIEPBbIC
MOYYBCTBOBaJsa He cTpax. OHa noyyBcTBOBasia cuity. Cuily MaTepH, 3alUILIAI0IIEN CBOETO JETEHBIIIA.
W 31y cuity He MOT CJIOMUTb HU OJIMH JIPAKOH.

Hexnaparysi BeHeTun noBucia B OTTYIIUTEIBHON THIIIMHE TPOHHOTO 3a1a. COTHH IJ1a3 CMOT-
penu Ha Hee, Ha TIepeJIMBAIOIIErocst 30JI0TOM M albiM peOeHKa, Ha IByX KOpoJieB-MaTepeit 3a ee CITu-
HO#. IIIoK OBbLT HACTOJBKO BEJIMK, YTO HUKTO HE CMeJT M31aTh HU 3ByKa. OHU BU/IEIN HEMBICITMMOE
— COI03 JIb/Ia ¥ TIJIAMEHH, BOIUIOIIEHHBII B 9TOM KPOIIEYHOM CYIIECTBE.

Ho ouenenenue He Morsio qyuthest BeyHo. IlepBbiM ouHyics jopa ManBoiano, BEpXOBHBIN
COBETHHK, CTapblii, BHICOXIIIMI IIAPEABOPEL], Ubsi BEPHOCTD MPUHAAJICKATA HE TUIHOCTH, a 3aKOHY U
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TpaauimsaM 3o0motoro poaa. OH MeIEHHO BBIIIEN U3 PSIIOB 3HATH, OMUPASICh HA TIOCOX M3 YEPHOTO
aepesa.

— Tocnoxxa Benernsi, — ero rosoc ObUI CyXMM M CKPUITYyYMM, KaK CTapblil MepraMeHT. —
MBbi ckopOrMm o rudenu Haiero [ToBenutesns. Ho 3aKoH. .. 3aKOH IJIACUT, YTO B OTCYTCTBHE MPSIMOTO
HACJIeIHMKA MYKCKOTO IoJ1a TpoH nepexoqut K Bemmkomy CoBety /10 Tex mop, moka He OyaeTr npu-
HSTO pellleHue.

It0 ObUT NIEpBbIN yaap. BexsmBeii, oOnaueHHbIi B (popMy 3aKOHA, HO OTTOTO HE MEHee orac-
Hblid. OH He ocrapuBall ee cjioBa HarpsiMmyto. OH CTaBUJI O] COMHEHHUE €€ MPAaBO FOBOPUTH OT UMEHU
BJIACTH.

Benetus oxupaana storo. OHa mocMOTpeJa He Ha Hero, a Ha ['ekyOy. DTo ObUT X TIEpBbIi TECT.
Ona xaana, BBIIOJHUT JIM CBEKPOBb CBOIO YaCTh MOJTYAJIMBOTO JJOTOBOPA.

I'exy0a cnenaa miar Briepes, ¥ e XOJMOIHbINA B3IJIs 3aCTaBUIT Jaske CTApOro JIOpAa OSKUThCS.

— 3axoH, Jopn MasBosmo, IacuT, 4To TpoH nepexonut K CoBeTy B OTCYTCTBHE HAC/IEJHUKA,
— oTYeKaHWIa oHa. — HacneqHuk nepen Bamu.

— Ho, Bama cBet1ocTb. .. — Haya ObUI0 COBETHUK. — Ero mpoucxoxaeHue. .. 00CTosTeNb-
CTBA...

— Ero npoucxoxaeHne — KpoBb MOETO ChiHa, — oOopBasa ero I'ekyba. — A oOcrosiTens-
CTBA TAKOBBI, YTO OH — €IMHCTBEHHBIH, KTO CTOUT MEX/y HaMU M XaocoM. Vi BB MpeArnoynTaere,
yTt0o0BI Aprupoc 1 Mopdeyc yxe 3aBTpa AeIUIN 3TU 3JTbI, pelasi, KTo U3 HUX TIOBECUT Bac Ha Oolee
BBICOKOM Kpioke?

VYrpo3a Obi1a IpsAMoi 1 0e3:KaJTOCTHON. YTIOMHUHAHKE OCTABIIMXCS OpaTheB-IpPaKOHOB MOJEH-
crBoBasio. [1o psimam J10pAOB Mpolies ucnyraHHbii menot. OHU 3HAJM, YTO IPaX/IaHCKask BOWHA —
XyJuiee u3 3011

Ho TyT 13 TONIIBI BHIIIET APYTOM JIOPH — MOJIOION, aMOUIIMO3HBIN, I71aBa OTHOTO U3 MOTYIIIe-
CTBEHHBIX TOPHBIX KJIAHOB, UbsI JIOSITBHOCTb BHricanuio Bcera Oblia 1Mo BOIpPOCOM.

— MBI He 3HaeM, Ybsi 3TO KPOBb! — BBIKPUKHYJI OH, U €0 T0JI0C ObLI MOJIOH AEP30CTH. — ITa
JeHIHa Oblia B tuieHy y Kpacnoro 3mest! I'ne rapantum, 4to 3T0 AUTSA — HEe OacTapl, pokKISHHBIH
ot Bpara?!

310 ObLI0 TIPsIMOE OcKkopOIeHre. OOBUHEHME, KoToporo Benerns 6osiack 6osbiie Bcero. Bos-
IyX B 3aJie 3arycresl. MopuHbsl, CTOSIBIIIAs JI0 3TOrO MOJIYa, U3Jajla HU3KUU, SIPOCTHBINA PHIK, U €€
pyKa CHOBa Jieryia Ha KAHXaJl.

Ho npesxzie yem oHa ycrnena 4to-1mdo0 cKkasaThb, BIIEPe/ MarHys1 Jpyroi Jop.

Aro 6su1 JIopa, TepoH, rnaBa kinaHa XKenesusix Ckai. Ero o, o6BeTpeHHOE 1 CypoBOe, ObLIO
OarpoBbIM OT THEBA.

— Kak 181 cMeelnib, ['asiean! — npopokoTast oH, U €ro rojoc, MPUBBIKIIHI OTAABATH KOMaH/IbI
Ha 11oj1e 0051, 3aCTaBUJI MOJIOZIOTO JIOPJA B3IPOTHYTh. — ThI CTaBHIIIb ITOJ] COMHEHUE YECTh KOPOJIEBHI,
KOTOpasi HOCUT UM Halero nasiiero nopenurtesisi? Kposs 3omortoro [IpakoHa cBsIieHHa, B KOM Obl
oHa HU Teka! TBOM c1oBa — 3TO OCKOpOJIEHHE He KEHIIMHBI, 2 CAMOTO TPOHa!

lasiean crymeBasics Moj ero HaTUCKOM, HO HE OTCTYIIHIL.

— 41 roBOpIO M O TOM, YTO JIyMAIOT BCe! — BBIKPUKHYJI OH, U TIOJJIEPKKH Y IPYyTHX. —
Ham HyxHBI fOKa3aTenbcTBa!

B sT0T MOMEHT B criop BMerascs Jiop MaiBosino, BEpXOBHBII COBETHUK. OH MOAHSI CBOIO
CYXYIO, TTOXOXYIO Ha ITUYbIO JIANIKY, PYKY.

— JlokazatenbCcTBa, — MPOCKPHUIIEST OH, — MOTYT OBITh MPEJCTaBJICHbI JIMIIb HA 3aCelaHuN
Bemukoro CoBeta, Kak TOro TpeOyoT ApeBHHE YCTaHOBIICHUS. [0 TeX mop, ToOble OOBUHEHUS SIBJISI-
I0TCSI JIMIIb. .. YACTHBIM MHeHueM. U mobast B1acTh — BPEeMEHHOM.

Ero cioBa ObUTH Kak Maciio, BBUIMTOE B OroHb. OH He MoJiepKal HHKOTO, HO CBOMM 3aHYIHBIM
(hopMaTI3MOM OH MOCTABMII TIOJl COMHEHHE JISTUTUMHOCTh BeHeTnu ertie cuitbHee, yeM [ asiean ceoum
HarsbM BhimazioM. OH mpesiarai He perieHre, a 0eCKOHEUHYI0 OI0pOKPATHUYECKYIO BOMHY.
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Benerus Bugena Bce. OHa Bujena, Kak 3aj packonoics. Botr ¢gpakims ['ekyosl — crapeie,
KOHCEpBaTUBHBIC JIOPIBI Bpojie TepoHa, roTOBbIE 3allMINATh KPOBb, HO HE ee JTUYHO. BoT dpakius
«3aKOHHHUKOB» BO I71aBe ¢ MaJIBOJIMO, KOTOpbIe OyIyT TOPMO3UTH JII0OOE ee pellieHne, CChlIasiCh Ha
Tpaguiuu. Bot Mosonsie, aMOUITMO3HbIe JIOpas! Bpoae ['aneana, KoTopble IOUysUTH ¢1a00CTh BJIACTU
Y TOTOBHI MMOCTABHUTH HA JIIOOOT0, KTO Moo0emmaer uM Oosbliie. A B TeHHU, Y CTEH, CTOSUIM JIpyrHe.
OnHm Moryany, ux Juna Obutd HerpoHuIaeMbl. OHU 0OOMEHUBAJIMCH OBICTPHIMH, €/1Ba 3aMETHBIMU
B3I aMH. DTO OBLTH Te, KTO KA.

Omna noHst1a, uto ctouT He niepe CoBeToM, a mepes] CTacil TOJIOMHBIX BOJIKOB, TOTOBBIX BIIe-
MUTHCS APYT APYTY B TIOTKY. M OHa Obla HAKMBKOM.

Benertus ocranoBusia MOpHHBIO JIeTKUM JIBHkeHHeM pyku. OHa He coOMpaiach 3aluiaThCsl.
Omna cobupanach HarmaaaTh.

BeneTusi MesieHHO, ¢ TAPCTBEHHBIM JIOCTOMHCTBOM, TOZIONUIA K ep3Komy Jjopay. OHa ocrta-
HOBUJIACh MPSIMO TIEpe/l HUM, A eMy B T1a3a. OHa ObUla HIKe ero Ha TOJIOBY, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TO OH CMOTPUT Ha Hee CHU3Y BBEpX.

— Tbl cOMHEBaeIbcsi B MOEM ClioBe, Jiopa ['anean? — cripocuiia oHa TUXO, HO €€ roJioc pas-
Heccsi TI0 BceMy 3aly.

— ¢ comHeBaloch B TBOEH YeCTH, — HArJIo OTBETHJI OH, XOTS B €r'0 IIa3aX yke MeJIbKHYJI CTpax.

Benerus He n3menusach B jmiie. OHa I Y4yTh Kpermue mpukaia k cede Aypena. PeOeHok,
MOYYBCTBOBAB HAIPsIKEHUE, POCHYJICS W U3JaJI TUXHUU, HEJOBOJIBHBIN 3BYK.

— Mos yecTh, — CKa3aja OHa Tak ke THUXO, — Telephb YeCTh ITOr0 KOPOJIEBCTBA. A YecCThb
MOET0 ChlHa — 3TO 4YecTh ero otia. 3osororo Ipakona. — OHa crenana naysy, U ee B3IJIsI CTal
neasHeIM. — Thl COMHEBAEIIILCS B YeCTH CBOETO MEPTBOTO KOPOJIs?

OO6BuHeHHe 6110 YynoBUIITHBIM. OcriopuTh YecTh [loBenuTeis, 1axe MepTBOro, ObLJIO paBHO-
CHJIBHO TocynapcTBeHHOU uaMene. Jlopn anean no6nennen. OH OTKPBUT POT, YTOOBI OTBETHUTH, HO
HE HalleJ CJIOB.

— W nockomnbKy THI TaK TIEYEITbCsl O YUCTOTE KPOBU, — TIpofoiikana BeHerus, u B ee ronoce
3a3BeHesIa CTallb, — B3IJISTHU CaM.

OHa 0CTOPOKHO OTKUHYJIA KPail MEXOBOTO OJIesUTbIIA, B KOTOpOe OBbLT 3aBEpHYT AypeJt, 1 MOKa-
3aj1a ero JIMIIO JIOPAY.

lanean 3arnsuyn. U ormatHyscs, 6ynro ero yaapwii. Ero Juio Mcka3mioch OT CyeBEpHOTO
yxaca. OH yBuie pa3HOIIBETHBIC IJ1a3a, YBUJIE MeperBalonyiocs denryio. OH yBUIeI He TIPOCTO
pebGeHKa, a 9yJo 1 MPOKJISITHE.

— 370... 3T0... — 3aUKAasACh, MPOOOPMOTAJ OH, YKa3blBasi HA MJIAJICHIIA APOKAIIIM TaJIbIEM.
— D10 — Bam Oyaynmid KOpoib, — 3aKOHYIJIA 32 Hero Benetus. OHa CHOBa yKpblia ChIHA
Y TIOBEPHYJIach K 3acThiBllieMy B MoindaHuu CoBeTy. — EIWHCTBEHHBIN HACTETHUK ABYX BEIMKHUX

pomoB. CUMBOJT HaIllero eIMHCTBA M Halllel Oymyiei cuibl. JIIoO0#, KTO OCIIOPUT ero MpaBo, — OHa
o0BeJ1a B3IVISAI0M JIMIA JIOPIIOB, — OCIAPUBAET BOJIO caMUX rop. Y OyieT cuuTaTbes mpeaaresieM.

OHa crosiyia B LIEHTpe 3a1a, XpyIKas, U3MOXAEHHAsA, HO HECOKpYyIIUMasi. 3a ee CIIMHON Masi-
YUJIM [IBE Bpaxaylonire TeHu — ['eky0a u1 MopuHbsl, HEBOJIBHO CTaBIIIKE €€ OMOPOil. A Ha pyKax y
Hee ObLJIO JKHMBOE, AbIIIallee JOKA3aTelIbCTBO ee MPaBa Ha BIACTb.

Porot ctux. CoOMHEHMS1 CMEHUJIUCH CTPaxoM U OaroropenueM. OHY CMOTPEJI Ha STOTO HEBO3-
MOXHOTO peOeHKa U IIOHUMAJIH, YTO CTapblil MUP pyXHYJ. 1 Ha ero pyrHax poxkaaeTcst HOBBIA MOpsi-
Jok. M BO mnaBe ero cTout 3ta keHIuHa. Marp 1pakoHa.

TpoHHBIN 3aJ1 IOTPY3WICS B I'YJIKYIO TUIIUHY, HAPYIIAEMYIO JIMIIb TPeCKoM (hakesioB. Jlopapl 1
MPUIBOPHbIE, TOTPSICEHHBIE JI0 TTyOMHBI AyIH, Momyann. [lemoHcTpanus Aypena Obuta Oonee yoe-
JOWUTEIbHOM, YeM JII0ObIe KJIATBBI WM Yrpo3bl. OHM yBUAEIM HEBO3MOXHOE, M 3TO JIMIIWJIO UX Aapa
peun.

BeneTusi, BOCIIOJIb30BaBIIMCH 3aMEIIaTeILCTBOM, C/ejaja MOCIeAHUH, PEeaomri X0,
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— 4, Benerus u3 noma Buricanus, Baosa [loBenurens ['op u Math HacieJHUKA, TPUHUMAIO Ha
ce0s1 OpeMsi pereHTCTBa O COBEPIIEHHOIETHS KOpoJisi Aypena, — MPOBO3IJIachiia OHa, U ee ToJIoc,
HAJIMTHI HOBOOOPETEHHOM CUJION, He porHyit. — [la Oyner Tak.

OHa He cripaiuBaia ux coracusi. OHa cTaBuiIa ux nepes pakTom.

He noxupasick oTBeTa, OHa pa3BepHY/IACh M MEIUIEHHO MOILIa POYb U3 3aj1a, HAIpaBJIssCh
K JKWIBIM TIOKOSIM. ['eky0a u MopuHbs, TIOC/Ie CeKyHIHOTo KojicOaHWs, TBUHYJIUCh 3a Hel, Kak
JBe TEHW, HEOTCTYITHO CJIe/IyIONIMe 3a CBOEH HOBOM, HelpeacKa3dyeMon cynp0oi. VX mMomyanmBoe
IecTBre ObLIO OoJiee KPAaCHOPEUMBHIM, YeM Jiio0ast mpucsara. 1o Oblia AeMOHCTpAIUs eMHCTBA,
IYCThb U (paJIbIIMBOIO, HO B IAHHBII MOMEHT — HEOCIIOPUMOTO.

Tonmna paccrynuiach niepei HUMH, CKJIOHSISI TOJIOBBL. Tenepb B UX MOKJIOHAX ObUIO HE IMPOCTO
rnoyreHue. buui crpax.

Korga tsxesnsie 1Bepy ee CTapbiX MOKOEB 3aKPhUIHCh 32 HUMH, OTCEeKasi IIIyM U B3IJISIIbI ABOPA,
HarpspKkeHue, Jepxasiiee Beneruio, otmyctuo ee. Horu ee mogkocuimck, U eciiv Obl He CTeHa, OHa
OBl pyxHya Ha roJ1. ['eky6a 1 MopuHbs1, Ka3aJioch, He 3aMeTHIH ee c1adocTi. OHU ObLIH MOTJIOICHBI
COOCTBEHHBIMHU MBICIISIMH.

Komnara Obl1a Takoi, Kakoil OHa ee MOKWHYJa. XOJIOAHOM, Oe3ynpeuHou, Oe3nmmuHoi. Ho
Terepb TO OBUIO HE MPOCTO MECTO €€ 3aKTI0UeHHS. DTO ObUT e KOMaH/THBIH MTyHKT.

— Th1 Oblna. .. yOenurenbHa, — npousHecna ['ekyOa, HapymB TuinuHy. OHa MojoIuia K OKHY
Y YCTaBUJIACh Ha JIe/IsIHbIE TUKU. B ee ronoce He ObLI0 MOXBAJIbL, JIUIIIb CyXasi, HEOXOTHAsI KOHCTATaIUsI
(akta. — Ho He oOMmaHbIBaiics. 1o ymib nepsast Outsa. OHu Hamyransl. Ho crpax mpoxoauTt. A
Kaka BIAaCTH — HeT.

Ona noBepHyJ1ach, U ee JIeASHOM B3IJIsA]] BIWIICS B BeHeruio.

— MausBosmmo OyaeT rIecTd UHTPUTH, TPUKPBIBAsiCh 3akoHOM. [aniean Oyzet mogOrBaTh MOJIO-
IbIX JIOPZIOB K OyHTY, UTpasi Ha ux amOunmsx. OHu OynyT KIaTh TBOeW ommOKku. Maneiiiei ciado-
ctu. U Kak TOJIbKO THI €€ TMPOsIBUIIIb, OHU BIENATCS TeOe B TIIOTKY.

B komHaty Boluia city)kaHKa, IpUHECIast OTHOC ¢ BUHOM U BoJoH. ['eky0Oa xectom otociana
ee. OHa cama HaywIa B KyOOK BOJIbI M TTPOTSIHYJIA ero BeHeruu.

— TIleit, — cka3ana ona. — Tebe HyXHBI CHJIBL.

Benetus B3sia KyOOK Jpokamymu pykamu. Boza Oblia siesiHoi, 1 oHa 000KIJIA MIepecoxIee
ropJIO.

— Cnacu60, — TpoIienTaia oHa.

— 3r0 He 1oOpoTa, — TYT ke oTpe3ana ['ekydba. — 1o mparmarusm. [Toka Tel HOCHIIIbL Ha
pPyKax MOero BHyKa, TBOsI )KM3Hb — CaMblil IIEHHBI pecypc B 3ToM 3amke. Ho 3amomHmM, — OHa
nojionuia OJvsKe, ¥ ee ToJIocC yrall 0 HU3KOTO, YTPOKAIOIIEro MeroTa, — MIJIOCepare — 3TO poc-
KOIIIb, KOTOPYI0O Mbl HE MOXeM ceOe Mo3BoNuTh. [aean ockopOmi Tedsi. OCKOpOMI KpOBb MOETO
CbIHa. DTOro HeJb3s npoiars. Hukoraa.

BeneTus nojHsa Ha Hee 171a3a, ¥ B HAX OTPA3UIIOCh IOHUMAaHUE.

— Yro BHI npeiaraere?

— Iloka Huvero, — Ha ry0ax ['ekyObl mosiBuIach xonoaHas ycmerka. — [Toka mycts GouTesl.
[Tycth ket HakazaHus. I1ycTb ero cTpax cTaHeT ypoKOM [UIsl APYTUX. A KOrJa IpUIeT BPeMsl. .. Mbl
BBIPBEM 3TOT COPHSIK ¢ KopHeM. Tuxo. U 6e3 cBuaerenei.

B stor MmomeHT 3aroBopuia Mopunbs. OHa cuzienia B Kpeciie, 10 3TOro MOMYaIMBasi U CIIOM-
JieHHas1, HO cioBa ['ekyObl, Ka3a0Cch, BEPHY/IU €€ K KU3HU.

— TBou MeToabl cTaphl, Kak 3TU ropsl, ['ekybda, — mpoxpuriena oHa. — Tuxo, 6e3 cBuaere-
nei... Tak nercTByIoT Tpychl. HacTosias Biacte — 3TO OroHb, KOTOPBIi BUAAT Bee! ['aneana HyKHO
ObLIIO Ka3HUTh NIPSIMO TaM, B TPOHHOM 3aJie! UToObI ero KpoBb CTajia MevyaThio Ha CJIOBaX KOPOJIEBbI !

— W npeBpatuth ero B MyueHuKa? JlaTh MOBOM /11 MSITEXka ero KiaHy? — napupoBaa [ekyoa
c npe3penueM. — TBosi Anast IpoCTh MOryOHsIa TBOETO ChIHA, U OHA K€ TIOTYOUT TBOETO BHYKA, €CIU
ThI HE HAYYMIIIbCS TyMarh.
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Onu cHoBa ObUTM TOTOBBI OpocuThesl Apyr Ha apyra. Ho Benerws, monve Bomy, MOCTaBHjIa
KyOOK Ha CTOJI C TAKMM I'POMKHUM CTYKOM, YTO 00€ KEHIIWHBI B3APOrHY/IM U TIOCMOTpENN Ha Hee.

— XBaruT, — ckazana oHa. Ee ronoc ObUT THX, HO B HeM OblIa YCTaJIOCTh U CTajib. — Baria
BoiiHa MepTBa. OHa JIeKUT Ha pyrHax Baiero qomMa. — OHa nocMmotpesna Ha Mopunbsio. — U Ha
pyunax Bamero. — Ona mocMotpena Ha ['ekyOy. — Tenepb ecTh TOJNIBKO OTHA BOWHA — 3a KU3Hb
Y TPOH MOero cbiHa. V1 B 3TOM BOMHE 5 — KOpOJieBa. A Bbl... — OHA BblIEpKaa naysy, [JIaas uM
o0erM B r1a3a, — BBl — MOM COBeTHHUIIBL. [IpaBas u neBast pyka. Oross u jen. Ho pemars Oyay s
U moe nepBoe penienne — l'anean Oyner xuth. [Toka. [TycTs ero crpax padoraer Ha Hac.

Omna ropopujia C HUMHU TakK, KaK HUKTO HE CMEJI TOBOPUTH C HUMU ACCATUIICTUAMMU. Kak ¢ oI~
YUHECHHBIMMU.

I'exy6a 1 MoprHbsI CMOTpENI Ha Hee, U B UX B3MIAJaX CMEIIATNUCh SIPOCTh, YIUBJICHUE U...
TCHb YBAXXCHUS.

BeHerus BcTana, mokaumBasch OT CIA0OCTH.

—A TEIICPb, €CJIN BbI IIO3BOJIMTE, MbI 6])[ XOTCJIM OTHOXHYTb. 41 1 MOY CBIH.

OHa He crana xaarh ux yxona. OHa nmpocTo B3sia Aypesia, KOTOpblid MUPHO CHajl, U yIilia B
CMAJIbHIO, 3aKPBIB 32 COOO0M TsKeyIo ABeph. OHA OCTaBUIIa UX OJHUX B XOJIOMHOM, HEYIOTHOM TOCTH-
HO. ,HBYX CTapbIX KOPOJIEB, IBYX CMEPTEJIbHBIX BparoB, KOTOPLIC TOJIBKO YTO IMOHAINU, YTO B UX UT'PE
MOSIBUJICS] HOBBII, HETIpeICKa3yeMblid 1 OYE€Hb OIACHBII UI'POK.

Hous onycrunace Ha Cepaue ['opsl, Ho coH He mien k Beneruu. OHa cuziena B noityMpake cBoen
CNIaJIbHU, B TIIYOOKOM Kpeciie y OKHa. Aypell TUXO Craj B CBOEH KOJIBIOEIU U3 Pe3HOTo 30JI0TOTO
JepeBa, ero JbIXxaHue ObLIO POBHBIM U CIIOKOMHBIM. [IBOpeIl 32 CTeHaMU ee TIOKOEB 3aTHX, ITOTPy3HB-
IHXCb B TPEBOXHYIO, BBDKUIATCIIbHYIO TUIIIUHY.

Ona no6equna. Cerogns. B aToit epBoit, camoii BaskHo# OutBe. OHa 3actaBuiia CoBeT 3aMoJI-
yarh. OHa MOCTaBWIa HA MECTO JBYX KoposieB-Marepeil. OHa mpoBo3riacuia ceOst perentoMm. OHa
JO/KHA OblTa YyBCTBOBATh TPUYM(, MbsIHSIIEE YYBCTBO BJIACTH.

Ho ona He uyBcTBOBasa HUYero. JIuiib Iyxyio, 3BEHSLIYIO ITyCTOTY U XOJ0[, KOTOPbIH, Ka3a-
JIOCh, UCXOIWJI HE OT OKHA, a M3HYTPHU €e COOCTBEHHOU TYIIIH.

OHa nosiHsIach W, HAKMHYB HA TUIEYH IIEIKOBYIO IaJTb, OECITYMHO BbIIIUIA U3 ciaibHA. OHa
HE M0IIUIa B TOCTHHYIO, IIe, BOBMOXKHO, BCE €Ille CUAEIH €€ «COBETHULbl». OHa MollIa B APYryio
cropony. Tyna, Kyza ee TSHYJO0 ¢ HEPEOAOIUMOMN CUJION.

Ona BonUIa B JIMYHBINA KaOuHeT Buricanus. OH ObLT onieyaraH 1mocje ero CMepTH, HO OHa, Kak
pereHT, uMesna npaso BoiTu. OHa cama cjioMasia BOCKOBYIO IIeyaTh M LIarHy/1a BHYTPb.

Bpems 3mech 3acthuio. Bee ObIJIO TOWHO Tak, Kak OH OCTaBUJI 3TO B J€Hb CBOETO IMOCIHENl-
HEro, pOKOBOTo BbUIeTa. Ha orpoMHOM cTOJe U3 YepHOro ayoa jiexkana pa3BepHyTas kapta FOxHbIX
3eMeb, Ha KOTOPO (hiakKkamul ObUTA OTMEYEHBI TIO3UITUH BOVICK. PSIOM CTOST HAMIOJIOBUHY TTOJTHBIN
KyOOK ¢ BUHOM, KOTOpOE€ yXke BBIIOXJIOCh. Ha cTeHe BUCeNo ero JIMYHOe Opykue — He MapaaHbiid
Med, a POCTOM, 60EBOM KJIMHOK U3 TEMHOU CTaid. Bo3ayx ObUT TSKENIbIM, MaxX MbLIBI0, KOXKEH U e/1Ba
YJIOBUMBIM, TTPU3PAYHBIM 3AI1aXOM 030HA — 3aMaXoM ee MykKa.

OHa He crana 3axurarh cBeud. JIyHHBIN CBET, MaJaBIIUi U3 BBICOKOTO CTPEJIbYATOro OKHa,
ObLT TOCTaTOUHO sIpoK. OHA MeJIEHHO MOJOIILIA K cTony. Ee mastblisl Apoxanu, Korja oHa KOCHYJIACh
MOBEPXHOCTH, MOKPHITOM TOHKUM cjioeM Tbuti. OHa MpoBesia MajiblieM 10 KapTe, 10 TOMY CaMOMy
MapIIpyTy, KOTOPBIA MIPUBE €ro K THOSIH.

3atem oHa mopjonuia K ero kpeciay. OrpoMHOMY, BBIPE3aHHOMY M3 IIEIBHOTO KyCKa KaMHs,
MOKPBITOMY HIKYpOW CHEXHOro Oapca. 1o Obu1 ero TpoH. He TOT, mapagHbiii, B IJIaBHOM 3aJie, a
HacTosuii. MecTo, rjie OH MPUHUMAJT PEIeHHs], Te OH ObLIT He O0TOM, a MPABUTEIIEM.

Ona MeJJIeHHO, TIOUTH CO CTPAXOM, OIYCTUJIAaCh B HETO.

Kpeco 66110 orpoMHbIM, X00gHBIM. OHO OBLIO CIIUIIIKOM BEJMKO 115 Hee. Ee Horu He tocta-
BasM 10 nosia. OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA ceOsl MaJIeHbKOW CAaMO3BAaHKOM, CUJIAIIEH Ha MECTe TMIaHTa.
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Ona cupena B ero Kpecie, B ero kabuHete, B ero mupe. M oHa Oputa oqHa. AOCOTIOTHO OJTHA BO
71aBe OrPOMHOI'0, Bpax1eOHOro KoposieBcTBa. OHa He 4yBCTBOBasa HU TpuyMda, Hu cTpaxa. JIuiib
xonog. Y 6eckoHeuHOoe, BCENOIJIOMIAIIIEe OUHOUECTBO.

Oma moHsi1a, 4To ee cTapas )KU3Hb OKOHYATEJIbHO MepTBa, U oOpaTtHO# goporu HeT. Ona —
KoposieBa. Ho ee KOposieBCTBO — 3TO TIOpbMa, KJIIOUM OT KOTOPOU OHA Ternephb AepkuT cama. 1 TpoH,
Ha KOTOPOM OHa CHJIUT, — 9TO HEe CUMBOJI BJIaCTH. TO — 311ahoT, ¢ KOTOPOTo € MPUICTCS MPABUTh,
IIOKa €¢ Bpam TOYaT CBOU HOXH B TEMHOTEC.
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I'naBa 4. IIpu6niTHE BOJIKOB

[ponuta wepens. Hexenst Xpynkoro, HanpspKeHHOTo, Kak HaTsHyTast cTpyHa, mupa. Cepare
[opbl MeAsIeHHO MPUXOAUIIO B cedsi Tociie 1moKa. TpaypHble 3HaMeHa W3 YEPHOTO IIeIKa CMEHHIH
O0eBBIE IITaHIAPTHI HA CTEHAX, HO aTMOC(epa ocTaBasach FHETYIe. JIBOpel KM B COCTOSIHUM 3aTH-
1Ibs1 TIepes; Oypeid, ¥ BCe 9TO 3HAJIM.

Benetus npaBmia. 9To CI0BO Ka3aJloCh €1 CaMOU CTpaHHbIM, OUTH 1y:kuM. OHa He cujesna Ha
TpoHe. OHa MOYTH He MOKKAJIa CBOMX TTOKOEB, KOTOPHIE U3 TIOPbMBI TPEBPATIIINCH B LIEHTP MAYTUHBI.
Bce ee Bpems ObU10 mocBsIeHO chiHy. OHA KOpMMJIa €ro, MejeHasa, 4yacaMu Jiepkaja Ha pyKax,
BCJIYIIMBAsICh B €T0 TUXOE, ropsiuee AbixaHue. M B 3TM MOMEHTHI OHa ObljTa TIPOCTO MATEPhIO.

Ho kak Tonbko Aypen 3acelniall, OHa CTaHOBWJIACh pereHToM. K Hell mpuxoquiii COBETHUKH,
BOCHAYaJIbHUKHY, Ka3Hauer. CHauana oHu num K [ekyOe, Mo cTapoi MPUBBIYKE, HO Ta, C JICJIHOU
HENPEeKJIOHHOCTBIO, OTITPaBJIsiia ux K Beneruun. «Ona — perent. Bee perienus 3a Heil», — ropopuia
OHa, ¥ HUKTO He CMeJT ocrapuBath. [ ekyOa urpasa cBoto poib uieanbHo. OHa cTaia TEHbIO 32 TPOHOM,
ee MOTYAJTMBOE MPHCYTCTBHE HA COBETaX MPHUIABAJIO BeC KaKA0MYy CIIOBY BeHnerum.

MopuHbs xe Obu1a siioM. OHa jKuia B POCKOIIHBIX TOKOSIX, (POPMaIbHO KaK OYETHAS TOCThS,
a (pakTHUeCKN — Kak 3ajokHuIa. OHA He yJacTBOBaJa B YIPaBJIEHUH, HO €€ TIPUCYTCTBHE OTpaB-
5710 Bo31yX. OHa Oblia KMBBIM HAIOMHHAHKEM O PacKoJie, O BOMHE, O TOM, YTO KPOBb HAC/IeTHUKA
HeurcTa. BeHeTusi 4yBCTBOBa/Ia €€ HEHABUCTH JJake Yepe3 KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI.

B onuH u3 Takux gHEH, kKorga BeHeTus w3ydana JOHECEHUsI O COCTOSIHMM TapHU30HOB Ha
I0KHBIX TPaHUIIAX, B KOMHATY 0e3 CTyKa BOIIIEN CeJJ0i BOeHaYaIbHUK. Ero nmio, oObIYHO HEMPOHU-
1aemMoe, ObUIO BCTPEBOKEHHBIM.

— T'ocrioxa! C Cesepa! Otpsin Cepedpsinoro Bnagsiku! Onu yxe y nogHosxws rops! Ipocsr
pasperieHust BOTu!

BeneTust moyyBcTBOBasA, KaK 1O CIMHE MPOOEKAI XOIOAO0K. ApPrupoc.

3Ta HOBOCTb CTaJIA JIESTHBIM BETPOM, TIPOHECIIIMMCS 10 32UTy ¥ 3aMOPO3UBIIIM KPOBb B JKHJIAX.
ApMUsI OTHOTO U3 JIBYX OCTaBHIMXCSI OpaTheB-JPYKOHOB IIUIA K Hed. DTO He ObUIO MOXOXe Ha JpY-
JKECKHIA BU3UT WM Jake Ha TIOJTIMTUYECKOe JaBjieHue. Brirmsageno ckopee, Kak BOJIK, TIOUYSB KPOBb,
TIOJIKPA/IBIBAETCS K PAHEHOMY OJICHIO.

[Nanuka, 10 3TOroO OBIBINIAS TITYXUM, CYeBEPHBIM YKacoM, oOpesa JIUIIO.

Benerus Bunena, kak noOjeqHeNM Jaxe 3aKkajeHHble B 005X reapiaeibl. CIyru Hadyaaud Kpe-
CTUTBCS U IeNITaTh ApeBHUe oOeperu. Ctpax Benetus nepen Aprupocom ObUT pariiOHAIBHBIM, TTOJTH-
THUUYECKMM U OTTOTO, BO3MOKHO, el1ie Oosee riyOookuM. BeHeTus Buzena, Kak crapslii iopa MayiBosmo
noOJIeIHeN U Havas TepeduTh cBol ocox. OHa Buzena, Kak jopn TepoH cxkan KyJlaky, a Ha ero Imee
B3ayJach BeHa. OHu 6osutnch He Marun Aprupoca. OHu GOsUTUCH €ro yMa, JISTHOHOB U JMHACTHYE-
CKUX IIPETEH3UH.

Aprupoc ObL1 COEpHUKOM, KOTOPBIA NIpUJIeT npaBuTh. U 11 cTapoit reapanu 3070TOro poja,
IJIs1 BCEX, KTO CTPOWJI CBOIO BJIACTh Ha BepHOCTH Burcanuio, Bropoe Obut0 cTpamHee. Yynosuiie
MOYHO OBLJIO MOTBITAThCS YOUTh. HO Kak 60pOThCS C TeM, KTO MPHUJET C 3aKOHOM Ha YCTax U C apMUei
3a CIIMHOM, TIpesiarast MUp M MOpsIIOK ?

— OHHM OKpYKaIOT Hac! — BBIKPUKHYJI JIopA [aneaH, ubst A€p30CTh CMEHMIIACh OTKPOBEHHBIM
crpaxoM. — 10 KoHell! OHM pa30pBYT HAC Ha 4YacTu!

— Momyars! — ronoc ['ekyOsl, cuzieBIield o MpaBylo PyKy OT IyCTOro Kpecia pereHra, Obut
noj1o0eH Tpecky Jibaa. OHa MeJUIeHHO 00BesIa B3MIISIIOM MaHUKYIOIIUX JIOPAOB. — OHU HE MOCMEIOT
arakoBatb Cepnue ['opsl. He ceituac. 910 He HanajeHue. ITO — NOJIUTHKA.

Benetus cunena Bo I1aBe CToMa, Aepka Ha pykax crsiero Aypena. OHa 4yBCTBOBasia, Kak
ero MaJieHbKOE TeJIo u3myJaeT xkap. OHa cMoTpesa Ha UCITyTaHHbIE JIMLA MYKYHH, KOTOPBIE I0JKHBI
ObLTM OBITH €€ OTIOPOWA, ¥ TIOHUMAJIA, YTO OHA OJTHA.
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— OH uzer He BoeBaTh, — CKazaja OHA, U €€ TUXUU TOJ0C 3aCTaBWJI BCEX 3aMO4aTh. —
Aprupoc cuuTaert, 4to TPoH IycT. YTo JIeB yMep, U MIAKaJIbl MOTYT PacTalllUTh €ro J00bI4Y.

Omna Bcrana. [IpnxeHue OblJI0 MeAJIEHHBIM, [IAPCTBEHHBIM.

— Ho on ommmbaercs. JleB ymep, — ee rojioc JporHyii, HO OHa TYT ke B3siia ceOsl B PyKH. —
Ho on ocraBui nocrnie ce0st HaclleJHUKA.

Ona nocMoTpera B rJ1a3a KaxJaoMy JIOPAY, KakJIOMY COBETHHKY.

— MBpI BcTperuM ux. He kak BparoB M He Kak X035ieB. A KaK PaBHbIX, MPHUIIEIINX OYTHTh
namsTh OpaTa ¥ MPUBETCTBOBATH HOBOTO KOPOJIs. Y/IBOWTE CTPa)Ky Ha CTEHaxX, HO BOPOTa OTKPOMTE.
[NonroroBbTe rocteBbie MOKOU. U MycTh B TIaBHOM 3aJie HAKPOIOT CTOJTBL. MBI IOKaskeM Opaty Kopois,
yro Cepauie ['opbl ckOpOUT, HO He clIOMJIeHO. M 9TO y HEero ecTh MpaBUTE]Tb.

Ee crniokoiicTBHe W XONOIHAsI, MOYTH HEYeJIOoBEeYeCKas BbIIEpKKa MOAeWCTBOBaIM. IlaHMKa
yJleryiach, CMEHUBILIUCH HATIPSHKEHHBIM, TPEBOKHBIM OKuaHueM. JIopiibpl pa3onuuck, oTaaBas npu-
Kasbl.

B 3ane ocrayuce b Tpoe.

— Tol mocTynaens mpaBuIbHO, — KUBHYJA ['ekyda. — Crity Hy)KHO IOKa3bIBaTh HE OPYKHUEM,
a JOCTOMHCTBOM.

— Twl Bezems Hac BcexX B JIOBYHIKY! — mnpornurnena MopuHbst U3 CBOETo yriia. — Aprupoc
yObeT TBoero chiHa! YOber peOeHka, a Teds 3anper B OanrHe! HyxHo ObUIO 3ariepeTh BOpOTa ¥ rOTO-
BUThCS K ocajie!

— W ymepeTtsb OT ronopa uepes nonroga? — XoJ0IHO napupoBaia Benetus, He risiis Ha Hee.
— Her. M1 Gyzem urparts B ero urpy. Ho mo cBoum npasuiam.

Oma BbIIILTa U3 3aJ1a, OCTABHB JBYX OBIBIIMX KOPOJIEB HaeIMHE C UX CTpaxaMy U HEHABUCTHIO.
OHa 1uia 1o ryJIKUM KOpUAOpaM, M ee maru otaaBaauchk 3xoM. OHa He Oosunack. Vu, BepHee, ee
cTpax ObUI HACTOJIBKO BEJHMK, YTO Tiepelies B MHOe KaueCTBO — B JIASHYIO, PACUETIIMBYIO SIPOCTb.
Bosnku i k ee storoBy. Y oHa, BomuuIia, JO/MKHA Oblla 3alIUTUTH CBOETO BOIYOHKA. JII0O0# 1IeHO.

[Tpuxon Aprupoca ObUT He IPOXOTOM JIABUHBI, @ OE3MOJIBHBIM HACTYTUIEHHEM 3uMbl. CepeOpsi-
HBI Briagpika He cTaj BpbIBaThCsl BO IIaBe peByIled apMuu. Ero orpsa — nsarh COTEH BOMHOB B
Jocriexax U3 MoJIMPOBAHHOTO cepedpa, CBEPKAaBIIMX JIa)ke B TYCKJIOM CBETe BHICOKOTOPHOTO COJHIIA,
— OCTaHOBWJICS B MOJyMUJIE OT IJIABHBIX BOPOT. Briepest Bbiexasa JuIib HeOObIIast Aeeraiusi: cam
Aprupoc, ero crapimii COBETHUK U JIOKUHA TeJIOXPAHUTEeH, YbM TUIAIIY U3 OeJIoro Mexa CivBa-
JIUCh CO CHETOM Ha JAJIbHUX BEpIIMHAX.

Benerus HaOmonana 3a ero npuOmmkeHueM ¢ O6aakoHa TpoHHOro 3ayia. OHa OblIa TOTOBa K
BcTpeue. Ha Helt ObUIO CTpOroe miarhe U3 TeMHO-CHHETo OapxaTa, OUTH YepHOro, — IBET Tpaypa
1 BiacTu. EMUHCTBEHHBIM yKpallieHueM ObUT TSDKEJIBIN 30JI0TOH nepcTeHb Burcanus ¢ 1pakoOHbUM
KOT'TeM, KOTOpPbII OHA Tereph HOCKJIA HA YKa3aTeJbHOM nasiblie. Ee Bosockl Obli cOOpaHbl B TYTOM,
CJIOKHBIN y3€J1, OTKPBIBas BRICOKUI JI00 U Jieiasi ee JIMLo crapiie U cypoee. OHa Jepkaia Ha pyKax
Ayperna, 3aBepHYTOrO B MeXa I[BeTa YKCTOrO 30J10Ta, YTOOBI €r0 KPOBb OblIa OUYEBUIHA IJIS1 BCEX.

Aprupoc cniemmics y BopoT. Y nepBbIM, uTo nopas3uio Benetuio, 6bU1 KOHTPACT MEKI1y HUM
u ero penyrtanueir. OHa oXuaana yBuaeTb KOMUIO0 BHUICaHUs: — XOJIOAHOTO, BJIACTHOTO, OTCTPAHEH-
Horo. Ho uenoBek, BOIIEAIINI B ITIABHBINA ABOP, ObUT IPYTHIM.

OH ObUI BBICOK U CTpOeH, Kak 1 Bce [etn KamHs, HO ero ABMkeHus1 ObUIH IJTaBHBIMU, TIOUTH
m3smHbIME. Ha HeM Obutn He OOeBbIe JIOCTIEXH, a JOPOKHBIA KOCTIOM U3 CEpO 3aMIIH, PacIu-
TBIA cepeOpsIHOM HUTHIO. [[IMHHBIE, TIOYTH 1O TUIeY, BOJOCH! I[BETA TUIATHHBI ObUIM IepeXBavyeHbI
Ha 3aTBUTKE MPOCTHIM KOKaHBIM LIHYPKOM, U B HUX YK€ OTUYETJIMBO BUIHEIUCH cepeOpsHbIe HUTH
CEIMHBI, KOTOPbIE JIUIIb NPUAABAIN eMy Oaroponctsa. Ho caMbiM mopasuTeabHbIM ObLIO €ro JIUIIO.
OHo He 6b110 X0M0aHKIM. OHO ObLTO Meva bHbIM. KpacuBoe, ¢ TOHKMMU, apUCTOKPATUIHBIMU Yep-
TaMH, OHO BBIPAXaJIO TITYOOKYI0, MICKPEHHIOI, KaK Ka3aJoch, CKOpOb. A €ro 11a3a... OHU ObUTH He
[[BETa JIbja, Kak oHa oxugaia. OHM ObUTH IBETa SICHOTO 3UMHEr0 He0a — CBETIO-TONyOble, TIOUTH
MPO3pavHble, U B UX TIyOWHE YMTAIaCh MyAPOCTb M YCTAJIOCTb.
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On He Be cebs kak 3aBoeBatesib. OH Besl ceOst Kak CKopOsIumii Opar.

Benerus cnyctuiach B TPOHHBIH 321, YTOOBI BCTPETUTD €r0, Kak U mogodasio xo3siike. ['ekyda
¥ MOpUHBS CTOSUTH TI03a/T1 Hee, KaK J1Be KaMEHHbIe TOPIYJIbH.

Aprupoc Bolen B 3aJ1, ¥ €ro B3I TYT ke Haiel Benerrio. OH He cTan ocMaTpuBaTh yOpaH-
CTBO WJIM OLICHMBATh JIOPAOB, BHICTPOUBIUMXCS BJIOJIb cTeH. OH mouen npsamo K Heil. OH ocTaHo-
BUJICSI B HECKOJIBKHX II1arax, ¥ €ro rofiyoble IJia3a HaloJIHUINCh HEMOIEIbHBIM, KaK Ka3aJI0Ch, COUYB-
CTBHEM.

— Cecrtpa, — cKazajl OH TUXO, U €ro rojioc, YACThI YU MEJOJAUYHBIN, TPO3BYYa] B I'YJIKON
tuiirHe. OH He Ha3Bajl ee M0 UMEHH, a cpa3y 0003HAYMII X HOBBIA cratyc. — [Ipumu Mou riy-
6ouaiiie codone3noBanus. Bectb o rubdenn Buncanus u Jlucucrpara crania st MeHsI CTpaIllTHbIM
ynapom. [Totepsath qByX OpaTheB B OIIUH JICHb. .. — OH [OKa4aJl FOJIOBOM, ¥ Ha €ro JIUIIE OTPa3miach
MCKpeHHsIs1 OOJTb.

Ou roBopwi, U BeHetus ciyiasa, a BHyTpU y Hee BCe X0J0/1eNo. DTo ObLT ClieKTaKIb. Bivicra-
TeJIbHBIN, OE3YIPEYHO Pa3birPaHHBIN CrieKTakb. OHa BUENA, KaK JIOP/BI, 10 STOr0 HANPsKEHHbIE U
BpakieOHbIe, HAUYMHAIOT pacciaadnaTees. OHM BUOEH repes] coO0i He BOJIKa, a OIaropogIHOro po-
CTBEHHHMKA, MPUILIEIIETO Pa3IenuTh UX Tope.

— 41 nmpuBe3 apbl, — NPOAOIKUI APrupoc, U 1o ero 3HaKy CJIyrd BHEC/IM B 3aJ1 HECKOJIBKO
TSDKEJIBIX JIApIOB. — B 3HaK CKOpOM M yBakeHHUs K aMsTH Moero Opata. ... — oH caenain naysy, u
€ero B3IJIsi1, TIOJIHBIN OTEUeCKON HEeXKHOCTH, OITYCTUJICS Ha CBEPTOK B €€ pyKax, — B 3HAK ITPUBETCTBHSI
ero HacJIe/THUKY.

OH noptomen omxe.

— Tlo3BoNHIIIb JIU THI Js1/ie B3IJISIHYTh HA CBOETO TUIEMSIHHUKA?

Benerus konebanach, HO OTKa3aTh ObLIIO Obl PABHOCHIIBHO OOBSIBJIEHHIO BOWHBI. OHA MeJIJIeHHO,
C HEOXOTOM, OTKMHYJIa Kpail Mexa. Aprupoc 3arisiHyJ1, M Ha ero JIMIe OTpa3uiiach IyOoKasi, BCEJIeH-
CKasl revalib.

— BenHoe muTt4. .. PoxaeHHsI B orHe u rope. Kakas Tsokenas cyap0a eMy yroToBaHa.

OH nofHsII 171a3a Ha BeHeTuio, M B HUX CTOSUIH CJIE3bl.

— OH Oyger HyX/aTbCs B 3alMTe. B CUIIBHON pyKe, KOTOpasi HalpaByT ero.

D10 ObUT Oe3yNpeyHbIil CTIeKTaK/Ib, 1 BeHeTus Buuena, Kak oH AefcTByeT Ha ee jopros. Ho
JaJibllie TIOCTIeIOBA X0, IPeTHA3HAYCHHBIH yKe He /IS MyOIUKY, a TS KJTIOYEBbIX UT'POKOB.

— 41 nmpuBe3 apbl, — MPOAOIKUI APrupoc, U 1o ero 3HaKy CJIyrd BHEC/IM B 3aJ1 HECKOJIBKO
TSDKEJIBIX JIAPLIOB. — B 3HaK CKOpOM M yBaXeHHUsI.

D70 He ObUIM MPOCTO Japbl. ITO ObUIM TOUHBIE, BHIBEPEHHBIC MOJUTUYECKUE yaapsl. [lepBbie
Japipl, OTKphIThIe Nepe; CoBeToM, ObUTM HAIIOJTHEHBI CIMTKAMK YUCTOTO 30J10Ta U cepedpa 1 O0UOH-
KaMu peaxoro JiegsHoro BuHa ¢ Cesepa. [Ipsmoii, mouT Haribli, HO 9 (EKTUBHBIN TOIKYII.

3arem OH MoBepHYyJIcs K [ekyoe.

— Tocnoxka, — ckazai oH ¢ ITyOOKHMM TouTeHHeM. — $1 3Halo, YTO HUYTO HEe yTEIUT Ballie
rope. Ho s1 xoTes Obl pernoiHecT BaM TO, YTO HAIOMHUT O ObUIOM BEJIMYMU HAIIEro OOIIEero I0Ma.

Ero ciyru pa3BepHy/m OrpOMHBIH, ICKYCCHO BBITKaHHBIN roOesieH. Ha Hem Oblta m3o0pakeHa
ClLIcHa U3 JpeBHel BOiHBI: cTapbiil [ToBemTesns, oter Buricanust u Aprupoca, B 00JIMKe TMTaHTCKOTO
JIPaKOHa, COKPYIIIAeT aAPMHIO FTOPHBIX BEIMKAHOB. JTO OblIa 3HAMEHUTAast OUTBA, B KOTOPOW OH Cpa-
Kajcs 60k o 6ok ¢ peakom CepebpsiHoro pona. ToHKast JiecTh, HAMOMUHAHKE 00 UX OOIIEM TPO-
1IoM 1 001eM Bpare. ['eky6a Moitua, X0JI0HO KUBHYJIA, HO BeHeTHst yBuena, Kak APOrHyJI MYCKYJT
Ha ee 1IeKe. Yaap JOCTHUT LIEJu.

Haxkownerr, o nmoBepHyJicst kK Beneruu. [171s1 Hee ObUIO IPUTOTOBJICHO JIBA JIapa.

[epBbrii, myOmuHbIA, ObUT BeTMKONETieH. Ero ciyru BHecau Kombioenb st Aypera, Bhpe3aH-
HYIO M3 [IEJIBHOTO KycKa 0eJioro, ouTH MPO3pavHOro JiepeBa, MHKPYCTUPOBAHHYIO cepeOpOM U yChi-
MaHHYI0 HEOOPaOOTAHHBIMU JTYHHBIMU KAMHSIMH.
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— JIyHHBII KaMeHb 0OeperaeT COH MJIAJICHIIEB OT 3JIbIX TyXOB M HOYHBIX KOIITMApOB, — CKa3al
Aprupoc rpoMko, 4ToObl CIIbIIa Bech 3a1. — [1ycTh COH HaIero I0HOro KOposist Oy/eT CIIOKOEH.

[Ty6nuka 6bi1a B Boctopre. Kakoii 6;1aropoqHblid, 3a00TIMBbIA A/,

Ho korma oH mopnoriien, YTo0sl JIMYHO MepeAaTh KOIBIOe b MO/ HA/I30p CIIYT, OH HA MTHOBEHHE
OKazaJics coBceM OM3Ko K Benetun.

— W 310... TMYHO BaMm, cecTpa, — MPOIIENTa OH, BKJIAAbIBas € B JIAJJOHb YTO-TO MaJIeHbKOE
1 XOJIOZTHOE.

Ona pazxana nanpipl. Ha ee nmagonu snexana Opomb. M3simHoe, 0BeTMpHOE MPOM3BEICHUE
WCKYCCTBA B BHJIE 3aMep3IIieid, TOKPHITON MHeeM cepeOpstHoi po3bl. OHa Oblta mpekpacHa. U cmep-
TEeJILHO OracHa. Kaplil JiermecToK ObLT OCTPHIM, KaK JIe3BUE, a IIUIMbI Ha cTe0sie ObUTM 3aTOUYCHBI,
KaK WIJIBL.

— Kpacora momkHa ymers cebs 3amuinarh, — IMPOIIENTaT APrupoc ¢ TOH ke MevaaTbHON
YJIBIOKOM, ¥ €0 B3MJIsIT ObLT MOJIOH ITYOOKOTO CMBICIIA.

Benerus cxana OpoIib B pyKe, U OIMH U3 IUTIOB OOJILHO YKOJION ee J1aJoHb. OHa MOYyBCTBO-
BaJIa Karumo KpoBU. D10 ObLT HE TIPOCTO J1ap. DT1o Obuio mocianue. M yrposa. U obemianue cowosa.
OH mpeasiaran e Kpacory, 3aimuTy 1 60J1b — BCE B OTHOM.

— Bnaropapio Bac 3a couyBcTBHE, Opat, — OTBeTH/Ia BeHeTus, crapasch, 4ToObI ee roJIoc 3By-
YaJl TaK ke poBHO. — Ml 1ieHuM Bail BU3uT. Ho Cepptie ['opbl 1OCTaTOYHO CUITBHO, YTOOBI 3aIIH-
TUTb CBOETO KOPOJISL.

Oma cnenasa akIeHT Ha MOC/eTHEM CIIOBe.

Aprupoc Msrko yiblOHYIICS.

— 41 B 3TOM HE coMHeBaloch, cectpa. Ho naxke camoit Kperkoi KperocTy He oMeliaeT BepHbIT
COIO3HHK Y cTeH. OcOOeHHO, — OH MIOHHU3KJI TOJIOC, ¥ €0 B3MJIs] METHYJICS B CTOPOHY I0KHBIX OKOH,
— KOTJia C JPYroil CTOPOHBI K Hel OAOMPAIOTCs TEHH.

On roeopust 0 Mopdeyce. OH nipesicTaBisit ceOs1 He 3aXBaTYUKOM, a 3alIUTHUKOM. [TpoTHBO-
BECOM JPYroi, OoJiee CTPaIIHOM yrpo3e.

On 6bu1 onaceH. ['opasno onacHee, yem Jlucuctpar ¢ ero sspocThio Wi Buricanuii ¢ ero xomo-
HOW CHJION. Aprupoc ObUT MaCTepoM Macok, renrueM uHTpurd. OH He OyzeT Oparh TpoH cuioi. OH
BO3BMET €r0 YTOBOPaMHM, COI030M, OH OIUJIETET UX CBOEH 3a00TOM Tak, YTO OHU M HE 3aMETST, KaK
OKa3aJIMCh B €ro cepeOpsHOM MayTHHe.

Benerust cmoTpera B ero 1o0pbie, mevasbHbIe IIa3a U BU/IeIIa 32 HUMU XOJIOHBIN, paCUeTIMBbIN
Oreck 3uMHero Heba. Bonk nmpuimesn. VI oH ObUT OZIET B OBEUBIO MIKYPY.

B 10 Bpems kak cepebpsiHas nporieccust Aprupoca Bbe3kaia B Bopota Cepaua ['opbl, 3a coTHU
MUJTb K 10Ty, B MUPE BEUHOW HOYHU, TIPOUCXOAMII IPYTOM pasroBop.

IBoperr Mopdeyca, Broporo Opara MaBIero Koposusi, ObUl paod B Tejie TOPBI, JJAOUPHUHTOM
€CTECTBEHHBIX TelIep W TyHHeJeH, paClIMPeHHBIX U YIITyOJeHHbIX Marveil TeHei. 3/1ech He ropeiu
(akenbr. CTeHBI U3 UEPHOTO, KaK CMOJTb, BYJIKAHMUYECKOTO CTEKJIa, Ka3aJIoCh, BITUTHIBAJIN JIIOOOH CBET,
a eTMHCTBEHHBIM MCTOYHMKOM OCBEIIEHUS CITYKUIM XOJIOAHbIE, (DochopecMpyoliye TUIaiHUKY,
oTOpachIBaBIIIe Ha TIOJ MpU3pavyHble, (PUOIeTOBbIE y30pbl. Bo3myx ObLT XOJNOAHBIM U TaX CEpOy U
CBIpOW 3eMJIEH.

B camom cepaiie 9Toro 1abupuHTa, B OTPOMHOM 3aJ1€, TJIe TIOTONIOK TepsICsl BO MPaKe, CTOSLT
TpoH. OH ObLT BBIPE3aH U3 LIEJILHOTO KyCKa 0OCH/IMaHa U Ka3aJicsl He MPEeAMETOM MeOesIH, a CIyCTKOM
3acThIBINEH ThbMBI. HO HA HEM HUKTO He CUE.

Mopdeyc He mooun TpoHbl. OH MpeAroYnTaT TCHH.

OH cTOS1, MPUCTIOHMBIIIUCH K CTEHE, U €r0 TOHKAsl, BHITSIHYTast (PUTypa MOYTH TOJTHOCTHIO CITU-
BajIach ¢ Hel. JIuib qBa ero 11a3a, TOpeBIlre POBHBIM, (PHOJIETOBBIM, HEKUBBIM CBETOM, BbIJIABAJIN
ero MpUCYTCTBUE.
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[Nepen HUM, Ha KOJIEHSX, CTOSUIO cymiecTBO. CIIOKHO ObLIO CKa3aTh, OBUIO JIM OHO KOTZA-TO
yesioBekoM. Tereps 310 ObUTa cropOeHHast, JpoXKalas TBapb, 3aBepHYyTask B YepHbIE JIOXMOTBS, ee
JIUIO OBLIO CKPHITO B TEHH KAMIOIIOHA.

— Tl'oBopu, — niporienitan Mopdeyc. Ero royoc 661 He TpOMKHAM, HO OH, Ka3aJ10Ch, POKIAJICS
U3 BCeX TeHeH B 3aj1e OqHOBpeMeHHO. OH ObLT OX0X Ha IIOPOX TeTlIa, Ha IeJIeCT KPbUIbEB JIeTy4ei
MBIIIIH.

— Onu BepHy/HCh, [loBeMTENb, — MPOXPUIIENO CYIIECTBO, HE MOAHUMAS TOJOBB. — Tpu
BIOBBL. U1 quTs.

— Huts, — noetopui Mopdeyc, u B ero rojioce He ObUI0 HUKAKUX SMOIMIA. — ONHIIHN ero.

— OHo... crpannoe, [losenutens. OHo ropur. Kak 3omoto. M kak kposb. [lepenuBaercs.
I'naza... onu pasnbie. Hapon B crpaxe. ['0BOpAT, 3T0 3HaMEHUE.

Mopdeyc Moryan MrHOBEHHE.

— A CepeOpsinblii Bonk?

— OH nipu6bL1. C apmueii. OH TOBOPHUT 0 MUpe, TiprBe3 Japbl. OH BOIIEN BO JBOPEII.

Tens, koTopoi 6611 Mopdeyc, otnenuach OT cteHbl. OH MeIIEHHO MPOIIIEI IO 3aJTy, €O Iark
ObLTH a0COTIOTHO OE33BYYHBI.

— KoneuHo, 0OH TOBOPHUT 0 MUpPe, — TIPOIIENTaT OH, oOparasich 6obiie K cede, YeM K IIH-
OHYy. — Aprupoc Bcerja roBOpuT O MUpE, KOIZia TOYUT CBOM HOXK.

OH ocTaHOBWICS y Kpas IPOMacTy, KOTopasi paccekasa 3ai Haasoe. 13 ee riryOuHbI OqHUMA-
JIMCh XOJIOJHBIE UCTIAPEHMUS.

— OH gymaer, 4uto 51 Oyay Hanaaatb. Yto s Oporrych Ha ocnaOeBIINA yiel, Kak TUKUI 3Bepb.
OH ket atoro. OH xo4eT 31oro. YToOs 51 cTa yyJOBHIIEM, Ha (pOHE KOTOPOTO OH OyIeT BHIITISAAETD
CTIACUTEJIEM.

OH MeIeHHO TTOBEPHYJI CBOIO0 TEMHYIO, CKPBITYIO B TEHU TOJIOBY.

— Omnu 6osatcsa? Tam, Ha BepmHe?

— Jla, IToBenuresb, — OTBETHII HIIHOH. — OQYeHb 00SATCS.

B TemMHOTE cBepKHYJa XUIIHAS, Oe3paOCTHAS YIIBIOKA.

— Xoporo, — mnpomentan Mopgeyc. — Ilycts 6osites. [Tycts Cepedpsiabiii Bonk gymaer,
YTO OH OXOTHUK. [1yCTh OH IJIETET CBOM MHTPHIH, 3aKJII0YAET CBOU COI03bl. [1yCTh Aymaer, 4To 3arHa
n00bvy B yroi. Mel gaaum emy BpeMsi. Mbl JaiuM eMy BepeBKY. A KOria OH HAKMHET METTI0 Ha I1et0
3onotoro poaa, Mel ipueM. Ho He 3a 100bveii. A 3a caMMM OXOTHUKOM.

OH cpenai 3HaK. TeHb y ero HOT IIeBeJIbHYIACh, U IIIMHUOH, BCKPUKHYB, ObUT YTallleH BO MPakK.

Mopdeyc cHoBa ioBepHYyJics K rpornacti. OH ObL1 TeprienuB. ThMa Bcerga TeprienuBa. BoitHa
Me:KIy 30JI0TOM U cepeOpom OyaeT Ioaroi u KpoBaBoi. U koraa oHu, odeccuieHHble, OyIyT JiexkaTb
B pyHHaXx, MpUET OH. Ml mpOoCTO HAaKpOeT uX CBOel TeHblo. bes mryma.

[epBblii coBeT mocie npuobITUsI Aprupoca ObUT Ha3HAYEH Ha CIIEYIONIUIA IeHb. DTO OblIa ero
WHUIMATHBA, OOCTaBJIEHHAs] KaK «HEOOXOAMMOCTh 0OCYIUTh OymayIiiee KOpOoJeBCTBA M 00eCIeunTh
CTaOMIIBHOCTB». OTKa3aThCs OBUIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

3an Cosera ObUT MEHbIIIE U CTPOXE TPOHHOTro. MacCHBHBIN KPYIJIBIA CTOJN U3 TOJUPOBAH-
HOTo 0OCH/IMaHa 3aHUMaJl TIOUTH BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO, 3ACTaBJIsIsI BCEX CHISIIMX CMOTPETh IPYT APYTY
B IMa3za. Atmocdepa Oblla HaIeKTpu3oBaHa. BeHeTws cuzena BO IJ1aBe CToja, B Kpecie Burca-
Hust. CnpaBa OT Hee, Kak HeCOKpylmMasi ckana, cuzaena ['ekyba. CieBa — MopuHbsi, Ube TPUCYT-
CTBUE 3J1eCh ObUIO HECIIBIXaHHBIM HAapyIIEHWEM BCeX TPAAWIMIA, HO Ha KOTOPOM HacTtosiia Benetus,
JIEMOHCTPUPYS «eJMHCTBO» JIoOMa HacleqHUKa. HampoTHB HUX pacronoKmics: Aprupoc, ClIoOKOMHBIH
Y HEBO3MYTHUMBIH, OKPYKEHHBII CBOMMH CEJIOBJIACBIMHU COBeTHUKaMU. OcTajbHbIe MecTa 3aHUMAJIH
JIopAbl 30JI0TOTO POJA, YbHM JIMIA ObUTA HAMPSI)KEHBI U TIOJTHBI OKUIaHUS.

Benetus nepkana Aypena Ha pykax. 1o ObLIO €e IIpaBo U ee opyxue. [IpucyTcTBre XUBOTO
HACJIeIHUKA, TyCTh M MJIafIeHIa, MeHs10 Bce. OH ObUT He MPOCTO CUMBOJIOM — OH ObLT LIEHTPOM
BJIACTH.
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CoBer Havasics ¢ popMabHOCTEN. ApPrupoc ele pa3 BbIpa3uil COOOIE3HOBAHM s, TOBOPUI O
BEJIMYMH TABIIMX OpaTheB, O Tpareiuu, NocTuriieit ux poa. Ero peus Oblta 6e3ynpeyHa — MoaHast
CKOpOM, JIOCTOMHCTBA U 3a00THI 0 OyaymieM. OH roBopwi, 1 BeHeTus Bujiena, Kak HarpsikeHUe Ha
JML@x JIopaoB 30710TOro pojaa cnagaet. OHM CIblIlaiy He Bpara, a My/Iporo rocy1apcTBEHHOIO MykKa.

— Ho namma ckopOpb He JOKHA OCAETUISITh HAC, — MPOJOJIKII APrUpoC, MEHsIsl TOH C Ievaib-
HOT'0 Ha JiesoBoil. — Mup xpymnok. Ha ore Tount kortu Mopdgeyc, KoTopblil HUKOTrja He OTIMYaJICs
BEPHOCTBIO KJISATBaM. [ OpHBIe KJIaHBl, KAK Mbl YK€ BUMEIH, MOAHSITM TOJIOBB. B KOponeBcTBe HET
CWJIBHOW PYKH, M 3TO — IpsiMasi I0pora K Xaocy M IrpaxJaHCKOW BOWHE.

OH 00BeJT B3MISIIOM BCEX MPUCYTCTBYIONIHX.

— MBI He MO’KeM MO3BOJIUTH cede POCKOIIb Oe3aeiCTBIS. MBI JOIKHBI TOKA3aTh BCEM HAIIUM
Bparam M COI03HUKaM, 4To pof pakoHa eIyH U CUJIeH, KaK HUKOT/a.

Jlopn MasnBosino, BepXOBHBII COBETHHUK, MPOKAIILISLICS.

— Yro BHI IpeJiaraeTe, Baia CBETIOCTh?

Aprupoc Msrko yiblOHYIICS.

— 4 npepnaraio cienoBath IpeBHUM 3akoHaM. — OH mocmotpesn npsamo Ha Beneruio. —
PerentctBo rocnioxku Benetun Heocropumo, Moka oHa — Math HacjeaHuka. Ho ee BiacTh, Kak u
BJIACTh CAMOTO I0HOTO KOPOJIsl, JOJKHA ObITh YTBEpIK/IeHa M TIPU3HAHA BCEMH BETBSIMH HAIIIEro poja.
WNuaue oHa ocTaHeTcs JMILIb BJIACTIO HAJl 9TUM 3aMKOM, a HE HaJl BCEM KOPOJIEBCTBOM.

OH BbIIEpXKaN Nay3y, AaBas CBOMM CJIOBAaM BITUTAThCS.

— 41 nmpennaraio co3Bark Benmkuii Coser. 3neck, B Cepatie ['oper. [Tycts ipulymyT mpeacra-
BUTEJIM BCEX BEIIMKUX pooB — Moero, CepeOpsiHoro, u aaxe O6cuauanoBoro. [Tycts oHM yBUAST
HacnenHuKa. [TycTh npucsrHyT eMy Ha BepHOCTb. [1ycTb MBI Bce BMecTe, €qUHBIM (DPOHTOM, YTBEp-
UM PEreHTCTBO rocroxu BeHnetnu u BeipaGoTaeM OOIIYI0 CTPATErHIo 3aIUThl HAIMX PaHUI. DTO
YKPENUT Hallly BJIACcTh, MOKAXET MUPY Hallle eIUHCTBO U JUIIUT Mopdeyca BCAKOro moBofa Jyis
arpeccHu.

Ero npenoxenre O6bU10 reHUaIbHBIM B CBOEH 0OMaH4YMBO# MpoctoTe. Ha nepBbiil B3MIIsI, OH
npeJyiaray UIMeHHO TO, 4ero xortena Benetusi, — yrBepauTh ee Biactb. Ho oHa, kak u ['eky0a, Buemna
JIOBYIIIKY.

Bemukwuii CoBeT — 310 He (hOpMaILHOCTh. DTO BBICIINIA OPraH BJIACTH, KOTOPBIN COOMpAICs
JIMIIb B KpalHUX ciydasx. Co3BaTh €ro 03Havyaso Mpu3HaTh, YTO TEKYINAsl BIACTb HE SIBJIsIeTCs a0Co-
JIOTHOM U HYKJIA€TCsI B TIOATBEPIKICHUM CO CTOPOHBI. DTO JaBajIo MPaBO rojioca BCeM — U COIO3HU-
KaM, ¥ Bparam. DTO MPEeBpaIalio ee U3 MOJTHOIPABHON MPaBUTEIBHUIIB B OIHY U3 CTOPOH Ha TIepero-
BOpax. A Ha 3TUX MeperoBopax Aprupoc, ¢ ero AUMIOMATUIECKUM OITBITOM, aBTOPUTETOM U BOEHHOM
CUJIOM, ObLT OBl TiIaBHOW (purypoit. OH He cBeprai ee. OH JeraHTHO CTaBWII ceOsl Ha/l Hell.

— Mynpoe npemioxkeHne, — TYT ke Moaaepskai ero jopn [aneaH, KOTOphIA nocie myosny-
HOTO YHVDKEHHS 3aTavil Ha BeHerwio oOumy u Tenepb BUIET B APrupoce CBOEro MOKPOBHUTENs. —
EnuHCTBO — BOT 4TO HaM HYX)KHO!

— [Ha, Benukuii CoBeT — 3TO €IMHCTBEHHO BEPHOE PElIeHue N0 3aKoHy | — noaxsarui Mai-
BOJTHO.

Benetus Buziena, Kak Jopapl, elie Buepa OOsBIIMECS €€, HAYMHAIOT CKJIOHSATHCS Ha CTOPOHY
Aprupoca. Ero noruka 6puta 6e3ynpeuna. Ero mpeasioxxeHue BHIIISIIENO0 KaK €IMHCTBEHHO BEPHBIN
MyTh K MUPY U cTaOWIbHOCTH. OTKa3aThCsl — O3HAYao Obl MPOSIBUTD C1abOCTh, CTPax, HEYBEPEH-
HOCTb B COOCTBEHHBIX MpaBax. COmIacuTbCsi — 03HAYAIO JOOPOBOJIBHO HMIATHYTh B PACCTABJICHHYIO
UM cepeOpsHYIO JIOBYIIIKY.

Ona nocmorpena Ha ['ekyOy. Ta cunena, cxaB ryObl B TOHKYIO HUTh, €€ I71a3a METaJIH Jie[sTHbIe
momand. OHa moHnMaa Bce. Ho oHa Momuana, oxunias pereHnst BeHetun. 910 ObLIO ee UCITBITAHHUE.

Benerust MesieHHO, yCIIOKaMBalolle, MOrJIauia CBOEro ChIHA MO TEIIOH, MepeIrBaoLIencs
crimHke. OH ObUT ee eMHCTBEHHBIM Ko3bipeM. OHa MoJHsiIa I71a3a Ha Aprupoca.
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— Bame npeanoxenue Myznpo, OpaT, — cKaszajia OHa, U ee rojloc ObUI CIIOKOEH, KaK IJajib
ropHoro o3zepa. — U s 1ieHIo Bairy 3a00Ty 0 MUpE W CTaOUIBHOCTH.

Ona cnenana naysy, ¥ BCe B 3aJie 3aTaui JIbIXaHue.

— Benmukuii Coet OyzieT co3BaH. Ho He 11 TOrO, 4TOOB ymeepocoams Moe pereHTcTBo. OHO
JaHO MHE I10 TIPaBy KPOBU MOETO ChIHA M HE TIOIUIEKUT oOcyxkaeHuto. CoBer OyaeT co3BaH /I TOro,
YyTOOBI BCE BEJIMKUE POJIbI, BKJIIOYAs Balll, — OHA IMOCMOTpesa eMy IMpsMO B IJ1a3a, — TPUHECIH
MIPUCSTY Ha BEPHOCTh CBOEMY HOBOMY KOpoutio. 1 oOcyauiy Mepsl 1o 3aIluTe ero KOpoJIeBCTRaA.

Oto ObLT cMeNblii KOHTpyAap. OHa He OTBepriia ero NmpeiokeHre, HO TOTHOCThIO U3MEHWIIA
€ro CyTb, MOMBITABIIUCH IEPEXBATUTh NHULIUATHBY.

Aprupoc Ha MrHOBeHHe 3aMep. TeHb J10caibl MeJbKHYIA Ha €ro JIMIE, HO TYT ke CMEHHUJIACh
BBIpQXXEHUEM ellie Oosiee ITyOOoKOi, Tparnueckoit nedanu. OH He ctai crioputh. OH caesnas Xof, KOTo-
pbiii OBUT TOPA3I0 TOHBINE U YOUIICTBEHHEE.

— KoneuHo, cecTpa, — cka3aj OH CBOMM MSTKUM, TTOJTHBIM COYYBCTBHSI TOJIOCOM, KOTOPBIH,
OJIHAaKO, pa3Heccs Mo BceMy 3aty. — MBI Bce MpHCATHEM IoHOMY Koporio. Ho... — oH crenan nay3y,
00BOIs1 B3[JISIIOM HAIPsIKEHHbIE JIUIIA JIOPAOB, — YTOOBI MPHCSTa OblIa HEPYIIMMOM, CepAlia TeX, KTO
ee TPUHOCUT, JOJIKHBI ObITh CIOKOWHBI. OHU JOJIKHBI OBITh YBEPEHBI B YMCTOTE U HEOCTIOPUMOCTU
KPOBH TOTO, KOMY OHU KJISTHYTCSI B BEPHOCTH.

Ero B3mis1 MeAsIeHHO TIepeMecTHIICS. M OCTaHOBIJICSI HA MopuHbe, KOTOpasi 3aCThUla B TEHH,
KaK pa3bspeHHasi aHTepa.

— IlpucyrcrBue 31ech 10CTONOYTEHHOI KoposeBbl-MaTepu Astoro Iluka... — oH mpousHec
9T0 ¢ Oe3yNnpevyHOl BekJIMBOCTBIO, KOTOpasi ObUla XyKe JII0OOro OCKOpOIeHHsI, — HECOMHEHHO,
JenaeT 4ecThb Hamemy ropio. Ho oHO Takke. .. BBI3bIBAET BOITPOCHL.

B 3ane noBucna MepTBas TuIMHA. Bee MOHSIHN, K YeMy OH BeJeT.

— Bemukwuii CoBeT, — MpOIoKII Aprupoc, ¥ ero rojoc ObUT TIOJIOH MYAPO TOCYIapCTBEH-
HOH 3a00Thl, — JOJDKEH OyAeT He TOJNIBKO MpUCATHYTh. OH J0keH OyaeT o(pUIMaIbHO M OKOHYA-
TEJIbHO YTBEPIUTH CTaTyC HachaeqHuKa. Pa3 u HaBcerna. [Iposectu puryan [pusHanus Kposu. YtoOs!
HH y KOT0, — €ro royyoble, NevayibHble I71a3a BEPHYJIUCh K BeHeTnn, — He ocTajaoch U TeHU COMHe-
HUS, Ubsi KPOBb B HEM IIpeo0iagaeT u Bener ero. biaropogHast KpoBb 30J10TOr0O poja. .. I sIPOCT-
Hasi KpoBb AJIOTO.

It0 6611 ynbTUMaTyM. laHTask, MOJAHHBINA MO COycOM 3a00TH 0 3akoHe. OH He ocrapuBal
npaBo Aypesa Ha TpoH, HeT. OH CTaBWJI MOJI COMHEHHE ero «KayecTBo». OH mpeasiarai npeBpaTuTh
Benmukuii CoBer B MyONMUYHBIN Cy/ HAJl IPUPOAOH ee chiHa. OH 3HaJI, YTO JIOP/bI, HAITyTaHHBIE CMe-
IIIAHHOW KPOBBIO, C PAJIOCTHIO YXBATATCS 32 3TY BO3MOXHOCTb, U OH, APrHpoC, CTaHET BEPXOBHBIM
apOUTPOM B TOM CIIOpe.

BeneTusi cMoTpesna Ha Hero 1 4yBCTBOBaJIA, KakK JIeAsSHbIE THCKU CKUMAIOTCS BOKPYT ee cepalia.
OH npemuiaran et BbIOOp 6e3 BeIOOpa. JIMOO OHa MpPUHMMAET ero MpaBWiIa UrPbl, U OH, TaK YK U
OBITh, «TaPAHTUPYET», YTO pUTyas [Ipiu3HaHKs TPOMIET ITIaAKO, U Aypena MPU3HAIT «B OCHOBHOM»
3onoTtbiM. JInOGO OHa OTKA3bIBAETCSsl, U OH MpPEBpAIaeT ee CbiHA B MOHCTPA, B MPEAMET CIOPOB U
packona.

— Barmma 3a60Ta 0 yncToTe HacieAus MoxBajibHa, Opar, — CKa3aja OHa, U €l CTOMJIO HeMMO-
BEPHBIX YCHJIMH, YTOOHI €€ rojioc He apokas. — Mbl o0cyaum netanu putyaa. [Tozxe.

Ona Bcrana, naBasi HOHSATh, YTO COBET OKOHYeH. OHa mpourpana 1ot payHia. OH He mpocTo
orpasui ee ataky. OH 3arHaji ee B yroJ, CIOJIb3ys €€ CaMoe ysSI3BUMOE MeCTO.

Ona BbIIIUIA U3 3aJ1a, YYBCTBYS Ha CIIMHE €ro CIIOKOMHBIN, TOOeAMBIIMH B3MJIsi. W OHa TOJIBbKO
YTO TMOHSIJIA, YTO €€ IMPOTUBHUK BUAUT Ha JECATh XOJ0B BIIEPEI.

CnoBa 6butn ckazanbl. Mrpa Havanmace. W nepBblii xon ocraiics 3a Benerueii. Ho oHa 3Hana,
YTO 3TO JIMIIb HAYAJIO MapTHU. M ee MPOTUBHUK ObUT HEBEPOSTHO CHJIEH.
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I'naBa 5. CepeOpsHbIil SI3BIK

JHu, TIoCIeI0BaBIINE 32 COBETOM, MPEBPATUIIMCH B TUXYIO, U3MATHIBAIOIILYIO BOWHY. Aprupoc,
(opmatbHO MPUHSB NO3UIMIO BeHeTnn, Ha fee Haual MeUIEHHO ¥ METOIMYHO IIJIECTH CBOIO ceped-
psHyio naytuHy. OH He criopui U He yrpoxai. OH 04apoBbIBaJI.

OH npoBOWIT JOJTHE Yackl B Geceqax ¢ JiopaamMu 30J0TOr0 Pojia, BEICIYIIMBAS UX KaJIOOB,
pasnensist uX CTpaxu, TOHKO HaMeKasl Ha TO, YTO HEOMBITHOCTh MOJIOJOM PETeHTIIH B CTOJIb CMYTHOE
BpeMsi MOXeT ObITh oracHa. OH ObUI BOILIOIIEHUEM MYIPOCTH, OMBbITA U CTaOWIBHOCTH. Benetus
BUJIeNIA, KaK MEHSIOTCS B3Il €€ COBETHUKOB. YBaKeHHE K HEll OCTaBaJIOCh, HO B MX IJIa3ax BCe
yarie MosBIsIOCh COMHEHHE, a BO B3IJIsIaX, OOpallleHHbIX Ha Aprupoca, — HaJaexaa.

OH naxe cymelt HailTi roaxof K MopuHbe. BeHeTrst HECKOJIbKO pa3 BUjesa UX BMECTe B J1ajTb-
HEeM KpbUIe IBOpIIa — OHM OeceloBaIM Y OKHA, U APrupoc, ¢ ero 0e3ynpeuyHbIMA MaHEpPaMH, TOBO-
PUJI C OTHEHHOM KOPOJIEBOM C TAKUM YBaKEHUEM, C TAaKOH CKOPObIO O MaBiieM JIucucrpare, 4to axe
ee cepalle, Ka3ajuoch, Hayasio orTauBarh. OH UTpajl Ha ee HeHaBUCTH K ['ekyOe, HameKast, uTo JiefisiHas
KOpOJIeBa IMOIBITAETCS Y3YPITUPOBATh BCIO BJIACTh U OTTECHUTH €€ OT BHYKA.

Jlums [eky6a ocraBanachk HeripucTynHou. OHa HaOoIaa 3a AeMCTBUSIMA Aprupoca ¢ X0JI0o/-
HBIM, HEMUTAIOIIM Tpe3peHreM XHUIIHUKA, CIESIIEro 3a APYruM XUITHUKOM. Ee Momyanue Obuto
OoJiee rPO3HBIM, UeM JII0OBIE CIIOBA.

Ha tperuit nenp Aprupoc HaHec CBOW ITIaBHBIA yaap.

ITO CAy4UIIoCch yTpoM, B Masioil mpreMHoi, rie BeHetrst npoBoaniia exxeJHeBHbIC ayAUeHIIH.
OHa TOJIbKO YTO 3aKOHYMJIA BBICIYIIMBATh OTUET KaluTaHa IBapAuy, KOTJa Irepoiba 0OObsBUII O TIPH-
obiTri CepedpsiHoro Bragpiki.

Aprupoc Bomesn ogvH. Ha Hem ObUT TPOCTOH, HO 3JIEraHTHBIN KOCTIOM U3 CEPOro IIeJKa, KOTO-
PhIl oruepKrBall cepedpo B ero Bosocax. OH BHIIVIAAENT HE KaK MOTYIIECTBEHHbIN ITPABUTEINb, a KaK
YTOHYEHHBIN apUCTOKpaT.

— KoponeBa-pereHT, — cka3aJi OH, CKJIOHSISICh B U3SIIITHOM, HO He TIO0OOCTPACTHOM MOKJIOHE.
— Ipomry nporeHus 3a BTopxeHue. Mory Jim st yI0CTOMTBCSI YECTH TIOTOBOPUTH C BaMH HaeuHe?
EcTb BOmpockl, KOTOpbIE HE CTOMT 00CYXJaTh ITPU CBUICTEISIX.

IMpocrba Obina gep3koil. PasroBapuBaTh ¢ pereHTIell HaeauHe, 0e3 MPUCYTCTBUS UJIECHOB
COBETa WU XOTsI Ol ee (bpeiyvH, ObIJIO TPYOBIM HApYIIIEHHEM MIPOTOKOJA. DTO ObLT BHI3OB.

[pexne uem BeHnetus ycnesna OTBETUTh, U3 TEHH, TIe OHA CUjIENA, TIONOOHO CTaTye, BBICTYITHIIA
[exy0a.

— Bce Bompocsl, kacatommuecst 6e30MacHOCTH TPOHa, ciieftyeT oocyxaaTh B 3ae Cosera, Jopn
Aprupoc, — ee roj10c ObLT XOJIOEH, KaK 3UMHUI BeTep.

C npyroii CTOpOHBI, U3 AJIbKOBA, TJIe OHA HAOJIo/Ia1a 32 IPOMCXOSAIINM, BhIILIa MOPHHBI.

— Moii BHYK yTOMMIICSI, — 3asIBWJIa OHA C MOKA3HOW MaTepuHCKOM 3a00Toi. — Emy u ero
MaTepH HyKeH TIOKOM, a He Bl OECKOHEUHbIE TIOTUTUIECKUE UTPHI.

Onu 00e, cMepTelibHbIe Bpark, ”HCTUHKTUBHO OOBEMHUIIUCE, YTOOBI 3AIUTUTH CBOIO TEPpPH-
Topuio. OHY HE MOTJIM MTO3BOJIMTh APrupocy ocTaThesi ¢ BeneTueil HaenuHe, oy YuTh BO3MOKHOCTb
BJIMAATH Ha Hee 6e3 X KOHTPOJIS.

Aprupoc 00BeI UX B3[JISOM, U Ha €ro rydax MmosiBIIACh JierKasi, evayibHasi yabioKa.

— JloCTOIOYTEHHBIE TOCTIOKHU, — CKa3aJl OH CBOMM MSATKUM, 00€30PYKUBAIOIIM TOJIOCOM.
— ¢1 monmmaro Bairy 3a60Ty. Ho Bompochl, KOTOpbIe sl X4y OOCYAHTh, KacaloTcsl He TOIBKO TPOHA,
HO ¥ JIMYHOW OE30MaCHOCTH KOPOJIEBHI M €€ ChIHA. be30macHOCTH, KOTOPYI0, Kak MOKa3ald HeJaBHUE
COOBITHSA, HE BCETrJ]a MOXKHO OOECIIeYTh B CTEHaX TOro 3amMKa. 51 roBopio 00 yrposax usBHe. OT Tex,
KTO HE CHJIMT 3a CTOJIOM COBETA.

370 OBUT TOHKUH, HO TOUHBIH yaap. OH Hamekas1 Ha Mopdeyca, Ha BHEIIIHUX BparoB, HO OJHO-
BpPEMEHHO CesiJI COMHeHUe B UX, ['ekyObl 1 MOpUHBH, CIIOCOOHOCTH 3allIUTUTH BeHetuio.
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Benerus noHsiia, 9to 310 pemnaonmii MomeHT. Eciii oHa ceffyac OTKaxeT, OHa MOKaXeT, YTO
ooutcs ero. YTo oHa MpsYETCs 32 CIUHAME CBOMX «COBETHHID». OHA MOKaXeT, YTO OHAa HEe CaMOCTO-
sTenbHast purypa, a MapuoHetka. OHa JOMKHA ObUTa MTPUHSTH €ro BHI3OB.

— OcTaBbTe Hac, — cKa3aJjla OHa, ¥ €€ roJIoc MPO3BYYall Ha yIMBJIEHUE TBEPHO.

I'exy0a 1 Mopunbst 3amepiu. OHE OTHOBPEMEHHO TIOBEPHYJIM TOJIOBBI M YCTABMIIMCH Ha Hee. B
UX B3[JIsJaX YATAIOCh HEJIOBEPUE U SPOCTb.

— Benerus... — Hauana 6b010 ['ekyoa.

— 4 ckazasa, ocraBbTe Hac, — MOBTOpPWJIA OHA, IMIAASA UM HpsAMO B miaza. OHa MogHsIa
Aypena, KOTopblii Hauas1 6eCIIOKOIHO BOPOYAaThCsl, U TIepe/jalia ero B pyKy MOIOIIEAIIeH KOPMUIUIIBL.
— OrHecuTe NpUHLA B €r0 ITOKOU.

310 ObLT OTKPHITHI OyHT. OHa HEe MpocTo OoTchlIana ux. OHa 3abupaja y HUX CBOW IJIABHBIH
KO3BIPh — PeOCHKa, JINIIAs UX MPEAJora OCTaThCsl.

Ha mMrHoBeHre B KOMHaTe TIOBUC/IA 3BeHsAIasl TulMHa. ['eky0a 1 MopuHbsl CMOTpesi Ha Hee,
Y B UIX I71a3aX CMEIIAIUCh SIPOCTh M XOJIOAHOE HeloyMeHrne. OHY He TPUBBIKJIN, YTOObI UM TIPUKa3bI-
Ba. OCcOOEHHO 3Ta JeBYOHKA.

Ilepsoii He BblIepkana MopuHbs. OHa marHysna Kk BeHetu, u ee JIML0 MCKa3UJIOCh OT THEBA.

— Tl XO0Th NOHMMaEIIb, YTO ThI A€JaeIIb? — IpPOIIUIIesa OHa. — Thl OCTaelIbcsl HaeIuHe ¢
BOJIKOM, KOTOPBIN TIPHILIES COXpPaTh TBOEro sirHeHka! f mymana, B Tebe ecTh OrOHb TBOETO JII0OOB-
HUKa, ero MHCTUHKT! Ommonack. Tl — J0Yb CBOETO TPYCJAMBOIO OTIIA, FOTOBAS Jieub MO JII0OOT0,
KTO moo0erniaeT tede 6e30macHOCTb!

CrnoBa ObUIM KECTOKH, HO Mpexe yeM BeHeTus ycriena oTBeTuTh, BMemaiach [ekyba. OHa
nperpaauiaa MopuHbe IyTb.

— 3aMoiTum, OrHeHHasi BeJjbMa, — €€ T0JI0C ObUT CIIOKOEH, HO TOJIOH Jibaa. OHa mocMoTpena
Ha BeHerwio, 1 B ee B3MIsAAe ObUIO HEUTO MOXOXKeEE HA pa30uyapoBaHHOE HacTaBjieHne. — Thl coBep-
maenib aranpHylo ommoky. OH He BoK. OH — 3Mesi. OH He checT TeOs. OH MeJIeHHO, KOJIBLIO
3a KOJIBLIOM, Oy/IET AYIIUTH TEOSI CBOEH «3a00TOi» U «COI3aMU», TIOKA Thl HE MEPECTAHEIIb [bIIIATH
caMocTosITeNIbHO. M Korma Thl cTaHen b OeCOMOIITHOM KyKJIOW B €r0 pyKaX, OH CheCT TBOETO ChIHA.

OHna noBepHyJ1ach K BBIXOAY.

— 4 yxoxy, moromy 4to Thl — pereHT. Ho korma Tel IpUIION3ens KO MHE, OCO3HAB CBOIO
OIIMOKY, He k¢ moMoniy. Tl cama BeIOpasa CBOIO sSMYy.

Ona BbIIILIA, HE OTJIsAbIBasich. MopuHbst Opocuiia Ha BeHeTHIo mocieiHuiA, MOMHBIHA pe3peHust
Y TOPBKOTO pa30oyapoBaHusl B3MVIsA], U MIOC/IEIOBAJIA 3a HEl.

JlBepb 3a HUMU 3aKpbUIack. BeHeTus: octanach ofHa B OIJTyIIUTENbHON TUIIMHE. OHA TOJIBKO
YTO, OIHUM pEILIEHUEM, IIpeBpaThia CBOMX IMOCIEAHUX, IYCTh U SJOBUTHIX, COIO3HUKOB BO BpParoB.
OHa crosiyia ocpeiv KOMHAThI, U €€ OXBAaTHJI OCTPbI, TPOH3UTENbHBII YKOJI oguHOYecTBa. OHa cama
BbIOpasia 3ToT myTh. OHA cama Iar"ysa B KJIETKY K 3Mel0, OTOC/IaB MPOUb ABYX CTApBIX IpakoHUIl. U
Terepb OHa ObLIAa ¢ HUM OMH Ha ofiuH. be3 mogyepxku. be3 ceuzeteneii. Tombko oHa U ero ceped-
PSHBII SI3BIK.

Aprupoc cMOTpeI Ha Hee C HOBbIM, HETIO/IEJIbHBIM MHTEPECOM.

— BuI cmenee, yeM s gymail, cecTpa, — cKas3asl OH TUXO0. — YKPOTHUTB JIByX IPAKOHbUX BJOB
OIHUM CJIOBOM. .. DTO JIOCTOMHO YBaKEHHUS.

— 4 He ykpomawo. { npaemo, — xonogHoO orBeTrIa BeHetusa. — Bel xoTenu noroBopurs.
l'oBopure.

OH yneIOHYyIICS.

— He 31ech. Ctenbl 3T0r0 JBOpIIA UMEIOT CIMIIKOM MHOro yiuei. Ilpoiry Bac coctaBUTh MHE
kommanuio B Cany Buytpennero Otpaxenusi. Tam, moa OTKpHITHIM HEOOM, CJIOBa YHOCHUT BeTep, a
HE LITHOHBI.

Oro Obuta emre ogHa mpoBokarysa. Can ObUT JIMYHBIM yOexuiieM Buricanus, MecTom, Kyna
MaJsio KTo umen jocryin. [lpuriacus ee Tyga, OH He MPOCTO MpeJiaral HEUTPaibHYI0 TEPPUTOPUIO.
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OH TOHKO HAIMOMHUHAJI €/ O ee TIOKOHOM MYKe U O TOM, YTO OH, Aprupoc, Ternepb MpeTeHayeT Ha
ero mecro. Bo Bcem.

Benerus kuBHyna. Urpa craHoBujiach BCe ONacHee, M OHA 3Hajla, YTO Y HEe HET IpaBa Ha
OIIHUOKY.

Can BuyTtpennero OTpaskeHus1 BCTPETUJI UX XOJIOIHOM, 3BeHsIel TuimHon. [locne cmeptu
Buricanus 310 mMecTo craiio eme 6ojiee OTCTpaHEHHBIM, MOYTH HepeaibHbM. CepeOpHcThie J103a-
JIMY C UX XPYCTAJIBHBIMH KaIUISIMU-JIMCTbSIMU Ka3aJIMCh 3aCTHIBIIMMU BO JIbAY, a 3epKajbHas IJIaIb
rpyaa ObUIa MOJOOHA JIMCTY MOJMPOBAHHOTO cepedpa, B KOTOPOM OTpaxasioch OneqHoe, Oe3pa3imd-
Hoe He0Oo.

OHu 1IJTM MOJTYa TI0 JOPOKKE U3 OeIoro meOHs, U JIUIIb TUXUIA XPYCT KAMHEH MOJI KX HOTaMU
Hapymas 6e3MonBre. Aprupoc He npocto mien psaom. OH Ben ee. OH NOABEN ee He K LIeHTpyY caja,
HE K CKaMbe, a K TOMy CaMOMY MECTY y Kpas Mpy/a, I/ie KOTa-To CTOSUI €€ MYy BO BpeMsI UX TIepBOil
BCTpEUH.

Aprupoc OCTaHOBWJICSI Ha TOM k€ caMOM KaMmHe. OH MPUHST MOYTH TY K€ 103y — CIUHOM K
HEW, TSI Ha CBOE OTpakeHHUe B TEMHOM, HETIOIBXKHOM Boe. Ha MrHOBeHwMe, B 5TOM 0OMaHUMBOM,
MIPU3PAYHOM CBETE, €T0 CepeOPsHBIN CHUITYIT TaK HAIOMHIUI €1 30J10TOM, UTO y BeHeTnu nepexBaruiio
apixanve. [Ipuspak. OH npuBes ee Ha BCTPEUy C MPU3PAKOM.

— Moii Gpat 9acTo cTosi 31ech, — CKazaia Aprupoc, He 060paurBasick. Ero royoc Obl1 THXHM,
TIOJIHBIM €YU, ¥ OTPaXkKaJCsl OT BOAHOM Miagu. — OH MBITAJICS HATH B 3TOM OTPaKeHUH OTBET, KaK
MPaBUTh MUPOM, MOJIHBIM Xaoca 1 orHsi. Ho oH Buzen nuib ceds. CBOIO CHITy, CBOIO ITPABOTY, CBOIO
30JI0TYI0 HECOKPYHITMMOCTh. — OH MeJIJIEHHO TIOBEpHYJICS, U €ro royyOble I71a3a ObLIH MOJHBI IJTy-
60KOro, MouTH (PUI0cOpCKOro coxaaeHus. — A HyXKHO ObLJIO BUAETh BparoB. HyxHo ObUIO BUIETDH
TEHH, YTO CTYIIAIUCH 32 ero cnrHou. Ero ropnocts ocnenunia ero.

BeneTust Mmomyana, cxkaB pyKu B CKJIaJKax IJ1aThsl. DTo ObUIa UCKYCHAs, ’KecToKas urpa. OH He
IIPOCTO KPUTHKOBAJ e MepTBOro Myxa. OH MokasbiBaJ i, 4to oH, Aprupoc, — Apyroii. OH BUJUT
TeHu. OH He ocJieruieH ropnocTbio. OH — «yIydileHHas: Bepcus» Buncanusi.

OH cpenast mar ¢ KamHsl, IOIX0Asl K Hell.

— OH J1I06MJT 3TO MECTO, — CKa3aJl OH, U TeTePb €ro rojioc ObLT MOJIOH COYYBCTBUS YKe K HEM.
— OH HaxomuI 371ech TIOKOM, KOTOPOTO My Tak He XBatano. Biacts — Tsikenoe 6pemsi, cectpa. OHa
n3omupyeT. OHa mpeBpalaeT cepiie B KaMeHb. YBEpeH, Thl yKe HAaUMHACIb 9TO YyBCTBOBATb.

Benetus momuana. OHa He coOMpaiach OTKpBIBaTh €My CBOIO JIyIY.

Aprupoc nosepHysics K Hell. Ero mio ObU1o cepbe3HbIM, a B TOTyObIX I71a3aX He ObLIO U TEHU
MpeXHel CBETCKOM JT0OE3HOCTH.

— 41 He Oymy xomMTh BOKPYT J1a 0Kosto, Benetus. Harie nonoxenue oruasiHaoe. Thl 9TO 3HaeIIIb.
N 4 3710 3Ha10.

OH cpenait mar OivKe, 1 OHA UHCTUHKTUBHO HATIPSITIIACK.

— To1 ipoBo3racuiaa cedst perenroM. Thl mokazana cuity u Bomo. f BocxuineH. Ho storo
HeJOCTaTOYHO. TBOSI BJIACTh JIEPKUTCS Ha JIByX CTONIAX: HA MPUCYTCTBUHM TBOETO ChIHA U HA TO[-
nepxke ['ekyOpl. O6a 3TUX CTOJIIMA MOTYT PyXHYTh B JTIOOOH MOMEHT.

Ero cnoBa ObUTH XOJIOMHBIMU M TOYHBIMH, KaK CKaJIbIIeNb XUPYpra.

— PeGeHok... oH yHuKajgeH. HO MMEHHO ero yHHKaJbHOCTH [leflaeT ero ciabbiM B Ila3ax
3akoHa. OH He YMCTOKPOBHBIN 30510TOM. JIop/b! GosATCS ero, HO OHM He OyayT eMy BepHbl. OHU KTy T
JIMIIb TTOBOJA, YTOOBI OCIIOPUTH ero npaso. A I'eky0a... ceroqHsi oHa MOIEPKUBAET TeOsi, TOTOMY
YTO Thl — €€ eIMHCTBEHHBIN [IaHC COXPAHUTD BIacTh. Ho 3aBTpa, KOrja oHa pemmT, 4To Thl CTaja
CJIVILIIKOM CHJIBHOM WJTH YTO €CTh O0Jiee BHITOJHBIN ITyTh, OHA MPEACcT TeOsi, He MOPTHYB I71a30M. Thl
IJ1s1 Hee — JIMIIb MHCTPYMEHT. BpeMeHHBIT.

OH roBopuJI TO, YTO OHA M CaMa 3HaJla, HO CJIBIIIATH 3TO OT HEro ObLJIO BIBOWHE MYUYHUTENBHO.
OH METOAMYHO pa3pyIiai ee XpPyNKUi MUpP, KUPITUYMK 32 KUPITUIAKOM.
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— A teniepp 0 Mopdeyce, — ero rojioc crai eiie THUIIle, elle ceppbe3Hee. — He oOMaHbIBavics
ero MomuanreM. OH He MpUCTIal MOC/IOB He u3-3a ckopOu. OH BeikuaaeT. OH KJeT, KOrja Mbl Iiepe-
rpbI3eMcs 31ech, BO aBopiie. OH KOeT, Koraa Jopabl NoqHuMyT Msatex. U Torga on mpuzer. He kak
3aBOEBaTelb, 4 KAK «MHUPOTBOPEL», YTOOBI «BOCCTAHOBUTH MOPSIIOK». M TOraa HY ThI, HU TBOU CBHIH
He JoxuBeTe 10 yrpa. Ero O0cuanaHoBbie IpakOHbl HE OCTABIISIOT CBUACTENEH.

OH 3amorual, AaBas el B MOJTHOM Mepe OIIYTUTh JISASTHOE JbIXaHUe TON yrpo3bl. 3aTeM OH
clesiasl JIETKUM, MOYTH HE3aMETHBIH KECT TOJIOBOW B CTOPOHY CEBEPHOIO Kpbula ABOPLA, IJE Hall
MIPONACTBIO YepHeJia ofuHoKas uria bamnu Tewneii.

— Tsl gymaennb, TBOSI €qUHCTBEHHAsI YTPO3a — CHAPYKU? — TPOIIENTaN OH. — A YTO ThI
Oyreib ienath, Koraa foyepu JIaToHbI BBIpAaCTyT U caMu CMOTY cTaTh Urpokamu? Koraa ux moryime-
CTBEHHBII KJIaH PEIUT MUCIOIb30BaTh UX Kak 3Hams s msATexa? A Dnkmena? Tel mymaenib, oHa
OylieT BEYHO TUXO CITUBATHCS B CBOMX MOKOSIX 7 OHa, MbsiHASL M OTUYASIBIIASCS, IPOAACT JIIOOOH CeKpeT
3TOro ABOPILIA TOMY, KTO OOJIbIIIE 3aIJIaTHUT, IPOCTO U3 HEeHaBUCTH K TebGe. TBoIi JBOpEII MOJIOH TeHeH,
cectpa. TeHell, KOTOPBIX Thl CaMa IMOIIAANJIA.

Ero cnoBa ObuTH ONOOHBI 1Ty, KOTOPI TPOHUKAI B CaMble TIOTACHHBIE YTOJIKH €€ CTPaxoB.
OHa JeliCTBUTEITHHO MoIaInIa ux. MzonmupoBana a GaiiHe TeHel, OCTaBUB TJIeTh, KaK YIJIU B 30J1€.

— S He Mory... — TpolIenTaa OHa, cama He IIOHUMasl, YTO TOBOPUT. — OHHU. .. J0Uepr MOETO
MyXa...

— OHM — yrpo3a TBOeMy ChIHYy, — 0e3KanocTHO oTpe3ast Aprupoc. — U moka Tel — ofHa,
TBOM PYKH CBsi3aHbl. JII000ii TBOW IIar MpOTHB HUX OyAET BHIIVISIETh KaK MECTh, KAK TUPaHHs. DTO
JIVIIITh YCUJIAT TBOMX BPAroB.

OH cpenait maysy, v €ro rojioc CTajl MOYTH COOTa3HUTEIbHBIM.

— Ho nHam 6pax. .. on 1act MHe npaBo. [IpaBo Myxka, 3aIIMINAINEro JOM CBOei skeHbl. [IpaBo
ZamutHrka TpoHa, ycrpansiomero yrpossl. S cMory HaBecTd mopsiiok. OkoHYaresnbHO. bariHs
TeHel craHeT TeM, YeM U JIOJDKHA OBbITh — TYCTOM M MOMYAIMBOM. S1 BO3bMY 3TOT Tpex Ha ceds,
cectpa. Pagu TBoero nokosi. M pagu 6€30macHOCTH Halllero KopoJs.

Benetusi cMoTpesna Ha CBoe OTpaskeHHe B Boie — One/iHoe, uciyranHoe jauio. OH ObUT TIpas.
Bo Bcem.

— Yro BHI Npeasiaraere? — CIpOCHIa OHA, U €€ TOJIOC OB €/1Ba CIIBIIIIEH.

Aprupoc nogomen eme onmke. OH He KOCHYJICS €e, HO OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA XOJIOA, UCXOASIIHUIM
OT HEro.

— 4 npepnaraio Tebe He mpocto coro3. A npeanaraio Tede mut. Kopony. U Oynyiee. — OH
MOCMOTpeJ e psiMo B ria3a. — CtaHb Moel jkeHol, Benetusi.

3t10 He OBUIO MOXOXe Ha CTpacTHOe npu3HaHue Jlucucrpara. 1o He ObUIO MpeJIOKEHUEM
MoOBU. ITO OBLIO JIETIOBOE TpeIIoKeHre. XO0I0IHOE, KaK CTab.

— Ham 6pak pemmt Bce mpoOaeMbl pa3oM, — MPOIOIKAT OH, U €ro TojIoc ObUT CIIOKOEH U
yOeauTesieH, Kak y TOProBIIa, 3aKJII0YAIOIIEro CAENKY Beel )KU3HU. — Bo-TiepBbIX, OH Y3aKOHHUT TBOIO
BJIACTh OKOHYATENbHO. Thl CTaHEeIIb HE MPOCTO PEreHTOM-B/IOBOM, a MpaBsIIeld KOPOJeBOU, CyIpy-
roit ogqHoro u3 Benukux Bnagesik. Hukro, naxe MaiBoiuo, He TOCMEET OCIIOPUTH TBOE CJI0BO. Bo-
BTOPBIX, OpaK 3alIUTHT TBOETO ChHA. 1 O(pUIMATBEHO MPU3HAIO €r0 HACTIEAHUKOM 30JI0TOrO TPOHA U
CTaHy ero 3allMTHUKOM. Moe UMs 1 Most apMust OyIyT CTOSITh MeXy HUM 1 aMOutusimu Mopdeyca.
Hukto He mocmeeT TpoHyTh nackiHka CepeOpsiHoro Brnagsiku. U B-TpeTbux, — OH cenan maysy,
U €ro rojioc CTajsl MOYTH BKPAJUMBBIM, — 3TO CO3/1aCT CAMblii MOTYLIECTBEHHBIN aJIbsIHC, KOTOPBIN
KOrga-aoo BUAEIM 3TU ropsl. 3omotoit u CepeOpsiHbiil pos. Bmecte Mbl OyneM HECOKpYIIUMBI. MBI
CMOJEM He TOJIbKO 3alUTUThCs 0T Mopdeyca, HO ¥ AUKTOBATh CBOIO BOJIIO BCEMY MUDY.

On 3akonum1. Ero npeioxenue, JIMIIEHHOE BCAKUX MOLIME, ObUIO UYJOBHUIIHO JIOTHYHBIM.
BesynpeunbiM. OH He nipeasiaran el cyactbsi. OH npeaiarai el BbKMBAHUE U BJIACTb.

— 1 He mporry TeOs 3a0bITh Buricanus, — 100aBuI OH THIIIE, U B €0 TOJI0Ce MIPO3BYyYasa TeHb
COUYBCTBUSI, Takasi ke pasbluBasl U Takas ke JeHCTBEeHHas1, Kak U Bce OCTajibHOe. — Sl moHuMai
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TBOIO CKOPOB. IT0 OyzieT He Opak ceppell. 1o OyaeT coio3 KopoH. Coio3 pay CriaceHus HAIIIEro poja.
W panum Oyayiero TBOEro ChHa.

OH crosin u xaan ee orBera. OH He gaBwil. OH MPOCTO U3NOXKUI (PaKThl. APrupoc pazioKul
niepe]] Hel Ha JIeJTHOM KaMHe 9TOro cajia ee Oyayiiee: TuOo MeAJIeHHasl, MyYuTeIbHasI THOESb B O/TU-
HOYECTBe, JIMOO CMaceHue 1 BJIACTh — IIEHOH ee CBOOO/IbI, €€ HE3aBUCUMOCTH, €€ BEPHOCTH MaMSITH
MyKa.

BeneTus cMoTpena Ha ero KpacuBoe, redaibHoe, JokuBoe Juio. OHa cMoTpesa Ha CBOe OTpa-
*keHue B Bofe. M oHa moHmmara, 4ro Beibopa y Hee HeT. OH 3arHaj ee B yroii. M oH 310 3HaJ.

TurmumHa, moBUCIIasi M1y HUMU, OblIa TSUKEJIOH, Kak HaArpoOHas rimra. Berep Thxo 3BeHen
XPYCTJIbHBIMU KaTUTSIMU Ha CePeOPSHBIX JIO3ATMSX, ¥ 3TOT Oe3KU3HEHHbII, MEXaHUUECKHIA 3BYK ObLT
eIMHCTBEHHbIM aKKOMITAHEMEHTOM K Oype, OyiieBaBiueii B ayme Benetun.

Ero npeanoxenue ObUIO HEe POCTO CAENKOM. DTo Obl1a KarnuTyJsiums. OH mpejasiarai ey criace-
HHe, HO IIEHO 3Toro criaceHus Oblia oHa cama. Ee Bonsi. Ee He3aBUCHMOCTD, 32 KOTOPYIO OHA TOJIBKO
YTO HaYyasia Tak OTYassHHO O0poThesi. CTaTh €ro XeHOW 03HaYaslo CHOBA CTaTh BTOpoi. CHOBa YiTH B
TeHb MY)KUMHBI, IpaKOHa, ToBeauTesiss. OH TOBOPHJI O COI03€ KOPOH, HO OHA MPEKPACHO MOHMMAJIA,
YTO B 9TOM COI03€ €€ 30JI0Tasi KOPOHa Bcera OyJeT JIMIIb TYCKJIBIM OTPaKeHHEM ero, cepeOpsiHOM.

Mpbiciib 0 HOBOM Opake Obuta oTBpaTuTebHa. OHa TONBKO YTO MOTEPsi/ia U MyKa, U TIOOOBHUKA.
VX mpu3pak# Bce ellle CTOsUIM y Hee 3a ryiedamu. M Tereps eid mpeasiaraioT Jiedb B IIOCTeNb C TPEThUM.
C teM, KTo OBbUI BparoM ee Mya, IycTb ¥ CKphITHIM. C TeM, KTO CMOTpeJT Ha Hee ceidac ¢ (hasIbIIBbIM
COYYBCTBHEM, a B JyIlle BUJEJ JIMIIb CTYIIEHbKY K TpOHY Buricanus.

Her.

37O CJI0BO IPO3BYYAJIO B €€ IOJIOBE TaK TPOMKO U oTueTinBo. Het. OHa He 111 TOrO BhIKMJIA B
OTHE ¥ 101 00JIOMKaMH, He JJIs1 TOro 0OBbsIBUIIA ce0s1 pereHTOM, YTOOBI Telephb BOT TaK MPOCTO OTAATh
CBOIO BJIaCTh 9TOMY cepeOpsSHOMY BOJIKY.

— Barie npeyioxkenue. . . 1eApo, — cKaszajia OHa, M ee Tooc ObUT XOJIOZIEH, Kak BOJa B TIPYLY
y ux Hor. OHa 3actaBuiia ceOsi OIHSATH IJ1a3a U MOCMOTPETh eMy MpsIMO B Jiio. — Ho Moii oTBeT
— HeT.

Aprupoc He B3poray/. Ha ero jmiie He oTpa3wiioch HU yIUBJIEHUS, HU pa3oyapoBaHusi. OH
oxuzai 3toro. OH ObUT TOTOB K 3TOMY. OH JIMIIb ClIETKa CKJIOHWII TOJIOBY, M B €r0 TOyOBIX IJ1a3ax
TMOSIBUJIOCH BBIPaKEHHE TIIYOOKOM, OTEUECKOU Mevasn.

— Te ocnernnena ropem, cecrpa. Y ropapiHeid, — ckas3ajl oH MATKO. — Thl HE BUAMILB TIPO-
MacTH y CBOMX HOT. Thl JyMaelib, YTO MOXeIlb MPAaBUTh OfIHA, OMHUPASCh HA JABYX CTApbIX BE/IbM,
KOTOpbIE HEHABU/ST JAPYT JIpyra OoJiblile, YeM JIIoO0ro Bpara. To WLTIO3HS.

— DT0 MO# MyTh, — oOTpe3ajia oHa. — U s mpoitny ero cama. Moii CbiH — €IMHCTBEHHBIN
HacJIeJHUK 30J10Toro TpoHa. U 1 — ero emuHCTBeHHAs 3alUTHUIA. Ham He HyKHBI. .. ONIEKYHBI.
— Ommbaembest, — €ro rojioc CTaj Kecrdye, B HEM MPOPe3aCh CTajbHble HOTKU. — Bam

HyXeH muT. [Toromy 4to crpensl yxe jersit. — OH clienan mar K Heit, ¥ ero TeHb ynajia Ha Hee. —
Ckaxu MHe, BeHerusi, uro Tl Oyierib Jesath, Koraa jopn [anean nmogHumeT cBOHM KJaH, OObsIBUB
TBOETro chiHa OacTapaom? YUto Tl Oynenib AenaTh, Korjaa nmojgoBrHa CoBeTa OTKaKeTCsl HOMIUHSATHCS
MPUKa3aM KEHIIMHBI, KOTOPYI0 OHM Tipe3upatoT? YTto Tl Oyaemib Jenarb, KOraa A030PHbIE 3aKTyT
orHu, coodas, uro apmusi Mopdeyca neperiia rpanuiy? Tel Oyaeris MonmuTbesi? Tol Oyaerb mochi-
JIaTh MPOTHUB €0 IPAKOHOB-IIPU3PAKOB CBOIO FOPCTKY I'BapaenLieB?

OH roBOpWII, M KaXA0€ €ro cJIOBO ObUIO yIapoM, pa3pyIIalouM ee XPYIKYI0 YBEPEHHOCTb.
Ona 3Hasa, yTo OH mpaB. OHa 3HaJNa, YTO €€ BJACTb — 3TO KAPTOUYHBIN JOMHUK, KOTOPHIA MOXKET
PYXHYTb OT JTIOOOTO MOphIBa BETpA.

— V¥ wmens# ectb ['ekyOa, — crado Bo3pasmiia oHa. — Y Hee ecTh BepHbIe eil BOCKa.

APprupoc ropbko yCMeXHYJICSI.

— ¥V T'eky0nI ectb TONbKO ['ekyOa. CeromHs Th el Hy’KHa. A 3aBTpa, KOTJa OHa HalAeT Crioco0
M30aBUTHCS OT TeOsI U CTaTh PETEHTOM cama, OHa BOH3UT TeOe HOX B clivHy. Heyenu Tl HaCTOJIbKO
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HauBHa? Thl 1711 Hee — HeBeCTKa, KOTOPYIO OHa HUKOTa He XoTena. Yyxkauka, pouBIIIasi HEUUCTO-
KpOBHOTro Hacieqauka. OHa tepruT TeOs. Ho oHa Hukorma He OyzieT Tebe BepHa.

Aprupoc 0bu1 Oe3xanocteH. OH BCKPBIBAI BCE €€ CTPaxH, BCE €e COMHEHUSI, U BBICTABIISIT UX
Ha XOJIO/IHBIN, O€3)KaJIOCTHBIN CBET.

— 4 npepnaraio Tebe He KJIeTKy, BeHeTusi, — cKa3asl OH, U €ro rojioc CHOBa CTall MSTKHM,
MOYTH BKpaJAurBbIM. — f] mpe/yiaraio Tebe moJIoBUHY TPOHA. Thl OCTaHEeIIbCsl KOposieBoi. TBOW ChIH
ocraHeTcst HacieHUKOM. Ho psmoM ¢ ToOo# OyaeTr CTosATh CHila, KOTOPYI0 HUKTO B 3TOM MHpE He
MOCMeeT OCTIOPUTh. Thl COXPaHHUIIIb BCE, UTO UMEEIIlb, U MOTYYHUIIb TO, Yero y Tedst HUKoraa He Oyaer
B OJJMHOUYKY — O€30I1aCHOCTb.

OH nipotsHya eit pyKy. Ero magons Obiia OeqHOM, ¢ IJIMHHBIMU, aPUCTOKPATHYHBIMU TaJThb-
ramu. Ha omHOM W3 HUX CBepKaJl TSKEIbIN cepeOpsiHbIN TIePCTEHD C JIYHHBIM KaMHEM.

— Tlomymaii, koponeBa. He o cBoeii ropgoctu. He o cBoeii ckopOu. ITogymaii o Hem. — Ero
B3MJIsA]] OMYCTHJICSI HAa €€ JKMBOT, XOTs OHA M He Obula OoJbille OepeMeHHa, HO KecT ObUT TOHSATEH.
— Tlomymaii 0 MaJbuMKe, KOTOPBIN CIIUT ceivac B cBOel KoybiOenu. Thl XO4uelb, YTOObl OH BHIPOC
B MUpe, TIe KaX/Ibli IeHb eMy I'PO3UT KMHKaJ 13-3a yria? YTtoObl OH B30IIe Ha TPOH, IIaTasiCh OT
rpaskIaHCKOW BOWHBI? VM THI XOYelllb, 9TOOBI OH POC B MHPE ¥ CHJIE, MOJI 3ALTUTON JIBYyX BEIUKUX
ponos?

Ona cMoTpesia Ha ero MPOTSAHYTYIO PyKy. DTo OblIa pyKa Jipyra U pyka Bpara. Pyka cnacurenst
1 pyka Tiopeminuka. OHa MOHMMAaJa, 4TO, KOCHYBIIUCH €e, OHAa HaBCer/ia MoTepsieT CBOI0 CBOOOY.
Ho, oTka3aBmice, OHa, CKOpee BCero, moTepsieT )KU3Hb — CBOIO M CBOETO ChIHA.

Omna BcniomHmIa Tesio Jluauu, fesxaiiee Ha X0JI0MHOM 1mojy. BcroMHWMIIa KpUKY JTIOfeH B KaTa-
KoMOax, pas3jaionyecs 1moj peB IPakoHOB Hajl rojioBoil. OHa He xoTena Oosbiie BOWHBL. OHa OblTa
CMEpTEJIbHO OT Hee ycTasa.

MenyieHHO, O4eHb MEIJIEHHO, OHA MOAHsAIA CBOI0 PyKy. [lanbibl ee npoxann. Ha MrooBenue
OHa 3aMepria, ee pyKa BHCesia B BO3/IyXe MeXy HUMH. 3aTeM OHa BJIOXKUJIA CBOIO JIAIOHb B €TO.

Ero majbIp TyT e COMKHYJIMCh, U MIX XBaTKa OblIa CHJIBHOW U XOJIOJHOM, KaK CTAJILHOM Karl-
kaH. Ho oH He mpocTo noxain el pyky. OH MeIJIeHHO, ¢ COOCTBEHHUYECKUM, TIOUTH PUTYaJTbHBIM
JKECTOM, TOJIHEC €€ PYKY K CBOMM Ty0am.

BeHeTust ”HCTUHKTHBHO HATIPATIIACh, Okujias morenysa. Ho ero ryObl KOCHYJIHCh He ee KOXU.

OH 1o11eJTOBAJT TSIKEJBIN 30JI0TOM NIepCTeHbh BUIcaHus ¢ IpakOHbUM KOTTeM, KOTOPBI OHA BCEe
elle HocuIa Ha nasblie. Ero ry0bl, XOMoaHble, KaK Jie/l, HA MTHOBEHHUE MPYIKATUCH K 30JI0Ty — CHM-
BOJTY BJIACTHU €€ IMIOKOWHOTO MY’a, CHMBOJIY €€ PEereHTCTBaA.

— Xopolii BBIOOp, — MPOIIENTa OH, IS/ el MPsMO B I1a3a oBepx ee pyku. Ero npixanue
OBLIIO TIPOXJIAIHBIM, Oe3KM3HEHHBIM. — 30J10TO U cepedpo. [IpekpacHsbIii cIiiaB.

B atom xecte, B 3THX croBax Obuto Bee. OH nenoBa He ee. OH 1eJI0BaJl ee BIACTh, €€ CTaTyc,
Haclieme ee Myka, KOTOpoe OH Telepb NoJydasl B CBOe MojHoe pacriopsbkeHue. OH He Opai ee B
JKEHBI, a TIOJIOIIAJT €¢ KOPOJICBCTBO.

Aprupoc oTmycTHJI pyKy cBoeil HeBecThl. Ha ToM MecTe, rje ero ryobl KOCHYJIHMCH KOJIBIIA,
OCTaJICS XOJIOJOK, KOTOPBIH, Ka3aJI0Ch, IPOHUKA JJO CAMOM KOCTH.

— ThI cienana Myapeiid BHIOOp, MOSI KOpOJieBa, — CKa3asl OH, ¥ Ha €ro JIUIe CHOBA MOSIBIJIACH
MacKa MevyajbHOro OJ1aropojcTBa.

Omna cMoTpena B ero royiyoble, Kak 3uMHee He0o, IJ1a3a ¥ TOHMMAaJIa, YTO TOJIBKO YTO Tpojasia
CBOIO IyIITy IbsIBOJTY. HO OHa cz1enasa 910, 4ToOb CIIACTH CBOETO ChiHA. V1 B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa He 3HaJIa,
OBLJIO JIM 3TO €€ BeIMJanIIell )KepTBOM MJIH €€ CaMbIM CTpAIIIHBIM MpeiaTeTbcTBOM. [IprKOCHOBEHME
3UMBI OBLIO OIITYTHIMBIM. Ml OHa 3Haja, 4To OTTeneNH yxe He Oyier.
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I'naBa 6. fAlpocTts MaTepen

Iexy0a

Tummna. B ee nokosx Bcerga napwia tvinvHa. He mycras, a Becomasi, HaloJIHEHHAS TSIKECThIO
MIPUHSITHIX PEIIeHUI U XOJIOIOM HeBhICKa3aHHBIX yrpo3. Ho ceromHs sta TMmmHa Kasanach [ ekyoe
ormymarorieid. OHa He MOTJIa HalTH cede MecTa.

Bectb, mpuHeceHHas ee MIMMOHOM, OblIa MOA00HA STy, MEIJICHHO PaCTEKAIOIIeMYCsI [0 BEHaM.
Benerus cornacunack. ta JeBUOHKA, 9Ta BHICKOUKA, KOTOPYIO €€ ChIH MPUTAIWI B UX MUP, COTJIa-
CHJIACh OTJATh TPOH M ceOsl B pyKH UX U3BEYHOTO Bpara.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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