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I'naBa 1. CmepTs B
3anepTol KOMHATe

Jloxap Hadascd 3a yac Ao 1oro, kak JIExy CtekioBa BbI3BAIN
Ha OCMOTD.

OH cuzen B KabuHeTe MPUEMHONW KOMUCCUW THIIBIUU Maru-
YECKOI'0 ChICKa M CMOTpPEJI B OKHO. 32 MYTHBIM CTEKJIOM YJIUIIbI
TBepCKOro OKOJIOTKA ITPEBPATUIIUCH B YEPHYIO peKy. PoHapu ro-
PEJIM TYCKJIO — MX IUTAJIM HE YTOJIb U HE JIEKTPUYECTBO, a 3a-
CTBIBIIME B CTEKJISIHHBIX KOJI0ax orHeHHble Myxu. CrienanbHas
MOPOJIA, BHIBEJIEHHAS €I1IE TIPU CTApOM pexume. Myxu ymupaiu
Yyepe3 TPU rofia, ¥ CBET CTAHOBHJICS KEJITOBATHIM, OOJIBHBIM.

JI€xa Takux Myx BUIEN B NATH MHUpax. Be3ne oquHAKOBBIE.
Besne noxHyT OIMHAaKOBO.

— CTekJi0B, — M03BaJl CEKPETaph U3 COCEJHEN KOMHAThI. —
3axonure.

On noansnca. CnvHa XpycTHyJIa — BYEpalllHEe IaJIEHUE C
JIECTHUIIBI 1aBasio o cebe 3HatTh. JIExa He MOMHWII, 3aUeM Majaal.
[TpocHyJicst Ha MOy B UyKOW KBapTUPE, B UYXKOH OfeKIE, C Uy-
KOU 3aHO300 B JIAJOHU. XO35IIKa KBAPTUPbl — JKEHIIMHA JIET
LIECTUIECATH — CIajla Ha KpOBaTy U HE MPOCHYJack. Jlplmana
POBHO. JIEXa THXO BbIILIEJ, 3aKPbUI ABEPh HA IIEKOJILY U MOLIENT
Ha BBI3OB.

OH npuBHIK. 3a ABa rofa B 3T0OM MUPE OH MPUBBIK KO BCEMY,



KPOME OJIHOTO: OH HE MOTI' MPUBBIKHYTbh K TOMY, YTO HE MOXKET
YMEpETb.

KabuHer nmpréMHON KOMUCCUM ObLT MaJICHbKUM U JTYIITHBIM.
CreHbl 3aBelllaHbl CBUTKAMU — PEIJIAMEHTBI, YCTaBbl, TabeIu O
paHrax. B yriy Ha noacraBke Jieskasa Me[iHasi JOCKa C BbITPaBU-
POBAHHOM KapToi OKOJIOTKa. KpacHble HUTH 0003HAYAIN JTMHUN
Maru4eckom cBsizu. /KEnTpie — MyTH OTCTYIUICHUS. 3€JIEHbIE —
30HBI, IJIe Marvs 3arpelleHa Mnoj CTpaxoM HeMeJIEHHON Ka3HHU.

3a CTOJIOM CHJEN MyK4YMHA B YEPHOM MyHaupe. [Toronsr —
IBe cepeOpsiHble MOJTHUU. DTO 03HAYaJo, uTo nepen JIExoii He
IPOCTO ClieloBaTeNb, a ClieloBaTesb M0 0cOoObIM AenaM. Takux
B OKOJIOTKE ObUIO Tpoe. [IBoe yxke mpu cMepTH. DTOT, Cys Mo
JIUILY, TPETUM.

— Capgurecs, CtekIIoB, — cKa3aJ ciefoBaresb. — MeHs 30-
ByT ['1e6 Bepurus. § Beny neno apxuBapuyca Bopuca Hemoro.

— Hemoi1? — nepecnipocun Jléxa. — Pamwuiusa wiv aua-
rHO3?

Bepurun nocMotpen Ha Hero 0e3 yabIOKH.

— U T0, u apyroe. bopuc He ropopui ¢ poxaeHus. Ho nu-
cast. OueHb MHOTO. 3a TPUALIATD JIET CITYKObl OH UCHMCAI ThICS-
4y JABECTH CBUTKOB. BocemprecAr u3 HUX — cekperHsle. [IBa-
auarhb 18a — ¢ rpuoM «CTeksio». ITO BBICIIUN YPOBEHb JI0-
nmycka. MeHblle IECSATU YeJIOBEK B TMJIbIUU MOTYT UMTAaTh TaKUe
CBUTKH. Bopuc ObUT OIHUM U3 HUX.

— U k0 ero youn?

— BsL



JIExa MoTyasr pOBHO TpU CEKYHBI.

— V¥ meHs ambu, — ckaszan oH. — Bdyepa ¢ BocbMu Bede-
pa 10 ABYX HOYM § Jiekasl B KaHaBe Ha JIuchen yiuile v nblTai-
cs1 BCIOMHUTb, KaK MEHs 30BYT. MeHs1 HUKTO He BUJEJ, IOTOMY
4TO KaHaBa IyOoKas, a sl He Iplnat. $1 He Jpliry, KOoraa CIuTio.
IIpuBBIUKa C TOrO MUpA.

Bepurun He Mopray:.

— 4 3Ha10. 4 yuran Bame geno. [Tpudsum u3-3a ['panu aBa
roga Hazaja. Hu 10KyMEHTOB, HU Marm4eckoro cjeja, HU Mpo-
nwioro. TobKO BOCMIOMMHAHHMS O CITyXkOe B JIeCaHTe, KOTOPOU B
HaleM Mupe He cymiecTByeT. CeMb MOMBITOK caMOyOHMIACTBA 3a
nepsblid Mecsll. Hu onHa He ynanace. Baiue tenio perenepupyer
ObICTpee, YeM Bbl ycrieBaeTe ymepeTh. [ miibaus kiaccupuimpo-
BaJIa BAaC KaK «KUBYYMI aHOMAJIbHBIA 0ObeKT». Bl paboTtaere
Ha Hac c¢ nporuuioro roga. Bame nms — Jléxa CrekiioB. [103b1B-
Hoit Ckoit. § Huuero He ynmycTuii?

— Ynycrunm, — JI€xa gocran manupocy. — MHe matar Ma-
JI0.

— He kypure 3aecs. bymaru ropAr.

JIéxa yOpau marmpocy.

— Yrt0 ¢ apXxuBOM? — CIIPOCHJI OH.

— ApxuB He TpoHYT. Youiina He Opan cButku. He Opan me-
yatu. He Opast naxe menoun u3 croia boprca — MenHbie MOHe-
Thl, ABTOPYYKH, 3aMlaCHbIe JIMH3bI JUIsI OUKOB. YOUilIa mpuIen
He 32 OOraTCTBOM.

— 3a uem?



— DT0 BBl MHE CKaxeTe. Bbl ObUIM TaM TMepBBIM TIOCIIE CTpa-
K.

— CTpaxy KTO BbI3BAJI?

— Cocenka. Ycnbimana cryk. [J1yxol, pUTMUYHBIN, Kak Ma-
aTHUK. [Jnuncs nomuaca, norom npekpatuicsi. OHa NOIHSIIACh,
NOCTy4yaJla — HMKTO He OTKpbUL Bbi3Bana crpaxy. OHHU B3JIO-
Mauu iBepb. bopuc nexkain Ha nony. B komHaTe 60sibliie HUKOTO
He ObLIO.

JI€xa kuBHYIL.

— U nBeps ObLTa 3amepTa U3HYTPH, — CKa3ajl OH.

— Ortkyna Bbl 3HaeTe?

— INotomy 4To MHaue BbI Obl HE TIO3BAJIM MeHs1. Bbl mo3Banu
MeHS$1, IOTOMY 4TO 3TO 3amepTas KOMHaTa. A s CHIEIUAJUCT 10
CTpaHHBIM cMepTsAM. Mosi paboTa — CMOTpETh Ha TPy U TOBO-
PUTh, KTO €ro yOuII, Jaxe eCclii YOUHIIbI He CYIIeCTBYET.

Bepurus mMenyieHHO KMBHYIL.

— BpoI nipaBbl. [IBepp OblIa 3armepra Ha BHYTPEHHUH 3aCOB.
OxHa 3a10)k€Hbl KUPITUYOM CO BPEMEH OCHOBaHUSA T'Mibauu. B
KOMHATe OJHA IBEPb, OTHO OKHO, /1Ba IIKa(a CO CBUTKAMH, CTOJI,
CTYJ U TpyH. BEHTUIALMOHHAs PENIETKA — YEThIpE Ha YEThIpe
BepInka. B3pociiblil yemoBek He mposie3eT. Pe6EHOK — Toke.

— A nyx?

— Yt0o — nyx?

— Iyx mor npose3ts. becruiorhbiil. HeBuauMblii.

Bepurun nomomnyann.

— Brl Bepute B 1yX0oB?



— 4 Bepio B TO, UTO BUKY, — CKa3ain JIExa. — A BUKy A Tpyn
B 3allepTOM KOMHATe C KPOBBIO Ha MOTOJKE. Jlyx — 3TO HE Ma-
rus. Jlyx — sto nporpamma 6e3 Hocutesisi. IX Hesb3s1 yOUThb, HO
MO’HO 3anepeTh. Eciin apxuBapuyc XpaHW1 CEKPETHbIE CBUTKH,
OH MOT XpaHuTh 1 ayxa. M nymry. Mnm 4ro tam eme MOxXHO
XpaHUThb B OaHKe.

— Bu1 nymaere, Bopuca yous ero coOCTBEHHbII apxuB?

— 51 Huuero He Aymalo, MOKa HE YBUKY TeEJIO.

Bepurun Betan. Jlocran u3 ceiidpa Kirod — OpOH30BBIH, TSI-
KENBIHA, C TpeMs1 OOPOAKAMHU.

— Unémre, CTekioB.

Onu BN B KOpuaop. [lon ObUT KAMEHHBIM, XOJOIHBIM.
CBonuatelii OTOJIOK TepsUICS B TEMHOTE. JlaMIibl ¢ OrTHEHHBIMU
MyXaMH BHUCEIU 4yepe3 KaxaAble MATh I1aroB, HO CBETa JlaBajv
POBHO HACTOJILKO, YTOObI HE CIIOTKHYTHCS.

— Ckaxwure, Bepurun, — Jl€xa mén 4yTh c3aau, pa3risibl-
Basi CIMHY crieioBareisi. — [loyemy Bbl HO3BaJIM UMEHHO MEHs1?
B runpaum ecth Maru, KOTopble BUAST CKBO3b CTeHbl. EcTh aHa-
JIMTUKU, KOTOpbIE BOCCTAHABIMBAIOT COObITHS MO 3amnaxy. EcTb
JaKe OJUH THUIl, KOTOPbI YMTAET MBICIA C MEPTBBIX TeJl. S xe
nipocto conpar. beiBimii. [lonomaHHbIN.

Bepurun ocranoBuiicss. O6epHyJcs.

— IloTomy 4ToO BBI HE UCTIONB3YyeTe Maruio, CTeKIoB. A youid-
1a — ucnonb3yeT. Eciau s nouumo mMara, oH yBUIUT TO, YTO XO-
yet youiina. Jloymky. O6man. Winmo3uio, BCTPOEHHYIO B CaMO
npectymieHde. A Bbl BUaUTe MUp O6e3 Maruu. Bol BUIUTE Kam-



HU, BO3/1yX, KPOBb U TUIIMHY. IHOT/Ia 3TOr0 JOCTATOUHO, YTOOBI
3aMETUTh TO, YTO MAarMYECKUU [J1a3 MPOMYCKAET.

— W 70, 4TO OH OOMTCS YBUJIETh, — cKazas JIExa.

— W 310, — cormnacuicsa Bepurun.

OnHu cnycriiiMch Ha ABa nponéra BHu3. Kopunop cran yxe.
[Toronok — Huzke. Bozayx — Tskenee, ¢ MpuBKycoM (hopMain-
Ha U crapoi Oymaru. JI€xa y3Hau 3ToT 3amnax. Tak naxjo B MOp-
rax TOoro MMpa, Ky/la OH YK€ HUKOTJa He BEpHETCS. TonbKo Tam
BMeCTO (hOpMajIHa UCTIONb30BAIU IPYTHUE COCTaBbl — Ha OCHO-
Be cepeOpa 1 pTyTU. A 311ech, Cyas 10 BceMy, OOXOAMINCH CTa-
poii 100poii XUMUEH.

KomHnara apxuBapuyca Haxonujach B CAMOM KOHIIE TYNHKa.
JBepb ObLIa 11enna — 1y0oBasi, OKOBaHHas xene3oM. Ha ypoBHe
nvia — Tabaudka ¢ rpaBupoBkoi: «bopuc Hemoi, xpanurens
CBUTKOB, KJlacc Jorycka — CTekJio».

— CrexkJio, — npounTai Jléxa. — Kak most pamuiius.

— CoBniagenue, — ckazai Bepurun. — Wim Her. {1 He 3Hato.
41 TONIBKO clieoBaTEIb.

OHn BcraBui kiod. [ToBepHyn. 3aMOK IIENKHY IBAKABI —
CHavaja MSrKo, MOTOM IJIyXO, Kak yaap Mo IycToMy rpooy.
Bepurus TonkHyn 1epb. Ta OTKpbUIACH C POTSKHBIM CKPUIIOM
— METIH HE 3HAJIM CMa3Ku MHOTO JIET.

— Bxonute, — ckazan BepuruH. — TosbKO He Tporaite Hu-
yero. Kpome tena.

JIExa marnys BHYTpb.

W cpazy noHsi1, 4To 34€Ch YTO-TO HE TaK.



KomHara Obina uneansHo kpymioi. JI€xa He cpasy 310 3ame-
1. CHavasaa OH CMOTPEJT Ha TeJIO — OHO JIEKaJIO B IEHTPE, Ha
CIIMHE, PyKH BAOJDb TyJoBHINa. [IoTOM Ha MOTONOK — TaM TeM-
HeJslo nATHO. [lotoM Ha cTeHbl — mIKadbl CO CBUTKAMM, CTOI,
cryn. U TonmpKko Korma oH OOBEN B3MISIOM MEPUMETP, IO HETO
JOLLJIO: YIJIOB HET.

Hwu ogHoro nipsamoro yria.

KomHara 6b11a noctpoeHa kak nmHap. CTeHsl U3rudaimch
TUIABHOM Ayrou, mKadbl MOBTOPSIIM KPUBU3HY, JaXe CTOJ ObLI
HE NPAMOYTOJIbHBIM, & OBAJIbHBIM. BCE MONOrHaHO, BCE 3aKpyr-
neHo. Kak BHyTpeHHoCTh sinna. Kak matka. Kak mecro, rae mpo-
CTPAHCTBO JIOJKHO T€Yb, a HE CTOSATh Ha MECTE.

Ho npoctpancTBO cTosiio.

Bozayx ObUT IUIOTHBIM, TIOUTH OCsi3aeMbIM. JI€xa caeman mar
— ¥ MOYYBCTBOBAJI COMPOTUBIICHHE. ByaTO 1IEN CKBO3b BOAY.
Wnu ckBO3b Uyxkoe KeJaHue, 4ToObl OH 37ech He Xoaui. Takoe
OBIBaCT B CTAphIX OMONIMOTEKAX, IJie KHUTH MTOMHST TeX, KTO MX
yprtair. Ho 3geck kHur He ObUTO. 31eCch ObUIM CBUTKHU. A CBUT-
KM, KaK TOBOPUJI EMY OJIMH 3HAKOMBIM Mar, MOMHST Jy4iie. OHu
BIIMTHIBAIOT HE TOJIBKO CJIOBA, HO U MBIC/IV NIEPENTUCUUKOB.

— Korpna crpownm risibauio, — ckaszai Bepurvs u3 gBepHoOro
MPOEMA, — APXUTEKTOPBI UCTIONB30BAIM KPYIJIble KOMHATHI 151
XPaHEHHUs OMAaCHbIX CBUTKOB. CUMTAJIOCh, UTO Marvsi He MOKET
HaKarulMBaThCs B yIIaX, €CJU YIJIOB HET. [10TOM BBIsICHUIIM, YTO
Marusi HakarMBaeTcs B LieHTpe. IMeHHO Tam, riie ceituac JIExKUT
bopuc.



— OH cam BbIOpas1 310 MecTo? — cripocu JIéxa.

— Her. Emy HazHaunnm. ApXuBaprychl He BHIOMPAIOT KOM-
Hatbel. KOMHaTBI BHIOMPAIOT apXUBapUYCOB.

JIEXxa orycTuscsa Ha KOPTOUYKU PSAIOM C TEJIOM.

Bopuc Hemoii Obut He crapeiM ¥ He MonoabiM. Jlet copo-
Ka. JIMIo COKOMHOE, MOYTH YMUPOTBOPEHHOE. [ 71a3a OTKPBITHI.
3payky paclIMpeHbl — B 3TOM CBETE OHM Ka3aJUCh YEPHBIMU,
Kak y KykJibl. Ha Buckax — ceguna. Ha nasipiiax — 4yepHWIbHbIE
IIATHA, KOTOPBIE HE OTMBIBAIOTCS TOIAMHU.

Ha rpyau — Hu paH, Hu KpoBu. Ha 1iee — Hu cie1oB yaynie-
HUs. JIEXa MPUMOAHSIT PyKY TpyIia — OHa MOTHSIACH JIETKO, O6e3
TPYITHOTO OKOYeHeHUsi. DTo ObUIo cTpaHHo. [Ipoiio He MeHb-
1€ IBEHAILIATH YaCOB C MOMEHTA CMEPTH, a MBILILIbI OCTABAJIUCH
MATKUMHA. Takoe ObIBaeT TOMBKO MPH HEKOTOPBIX OTPABJICHUSX.
Wnm Koraa Tesio He IOHUMAET, YTO OHO ykKe MEPTBOE.

— OH He KoueHeeT, — ckazai JIexa.

— Yr10? — Bepurus martyJ1 BHyTpb.

— Ckaxu, xorna ymep bopuc?

— Buepa, okono gecatu Beuepa. Cocenka cipliaya CTyK C
JEBATH JI0 MOJIOBUHBI IECATOr0. 3HAUUT, CMEPTh HACTYIIUIIA JIH-
00 BO BpeMs CTyKa, JIMOO cpa3sy IocJe.

— JIBeHaauaTh yacoB Ha3aA. A MBIILBI — KAaK Y JKUBOTO. —
JIéxa cxain npenruieuse Tpyna. — Kozxka réruias. He ropsyas, HO
Térutasa. byaro KkpoBb BCE €NIE IUPKYIUPYET.

— DT0 HEBO3MOXHO, — cKa3ajl Bepurun. — Cepiie He ObET-
cd. S nposepsit.



— 4 He roBopio nipo cepatie. S roBopio npo marut. Kto-1o
MOANUTHIBAET TeJO. [IepKUT €ro B COCTOSTHUU MEXK]TY KA3HBIO U
CcMepThI0. 3auem?

Bepurux He oTBeTHIL.

JIEXa mogHSII TOJIOBY M IOCMOTPEJ HA MOTOJOK.

[1aTHO KpOBHM OBLIO MACATBHO KPYIJIbIM. [luamMeTp — OKOJIOo
aByx Jokteil. Kpast poBHble, 6e3 noarékoB. KpoBb He kamnana
BHU3 — OHA 3aCThIJIa HA MecTe, OY/ATO MOTONIOK ObLI HE KAMHEM, a
npoMoKaTesbHOM Oymaroi. Vinu 6ynro rpaBuTaiivst B 9T0i KOM-
HaTte paboTana He TaK, KaK CJIe/IoBajo.

— Yr0 310? — cnpocui JIExa.

— KpoBb, — orBeTri1 Bepurua. — AHaJIi3 1OKa3aj: KPOBb
Bopuca Hemoro. I'pynna tpeTsbsi, pe3yc nonoxurenbHbiil. Huka-
Kux npumecet. Hu siga, HU Marnyeckux KOMIIOHEHTOB.

— Kak oHa okasasiach Ha OTONKE?

— He 3naro.

— Twl cienoBaresib, Bepurun. Thl 10JKEH 3HATD.

— A oI conpat, CtekitoB. Tel JOIKEH CTPENATH U HE 3aaBaTh
BorpocoB. Ho Mbl 00a 311ech, MOTOMY UTO HE CHpaBIsIEMCsl CO
cBoell padoToii. §I He 3Hal0, Kak KPOBb MOMajia Ha MOTOJOK. § He
3HAI0, IOYeMy TeJIO He OCThIBaeT. S1 He 3Haw, KTo youn bopuca
u 3a4yeM. [loatomy 51 mo3Bast Tedst. YTOOBI THI TOCMOTpEN Ha 3TO
BCE CBE:KMUM B3IIAA0M. be3 maruu. bes npeapaccynkos. I[Ipocto
KaK Ha MECTO MPECTYIUICHUS.

JIéxa Bcran. [Ipomeéncs no Kpyry — B/10JIb U30THYTOU CTEHBI.

[Mxacsi co cBUTKaMu ObLTH 3aKpBITHL. Ha KakaoM — cypryud-



Has revarthb ¢ repOoOM TJIbIUM: PACKPBITast KHUTA U MOTHHS. [1e-
yaru Lesbl. JIExa mpoBE najbLeM Mo OHOM — CYpryd He Kpo-
IIWJICS, 3HAUUT, CTAaBWJIM HEJaBHO. [IHA TpU-yeThipe Ha3al.

— Bopuc yacto MeHsu1 neyaTn? — CpoOCKII OH.

— Pa3 B Hegemo. [1o pernamenry.

— A Buepa MeHsu1?

— He ycnen. Cmena neyvateii 1o noHeaesbHUKam. Buepa Obu1
BTOPHUK.

— 3HaYUT, IeYaTH CTOSUIU C MOHeAeNbHYKA. VIX He BCKpbIBa-
. Yowiina ve 6pain cBuTkd. Toraa 3auemM oH mpuxonu?

Bepurun pa3sén pykamu.

JIéxa nopomen k crony. Ha crone nexanu: Y4epHWIbHULIA, TPU
niepa, CTOMKa YUCTON OyMaru, 3a5K|M JJIsl CBUTKOB, JIyTIa B Me/I-
Hou ompaBe. U 6onbine Hudero. Hu muunbix Beredd. Hu el
Hu xpyxku. Hu 3anucku. [laxke noncBeynuka He O6b110 — Bo-
puc paboTas B TEeMHOTE WU MPU CBETE OTHEHHBIX MYX, KOTOPbIE
ropeJsiv 3a CTeHaMH 1KaoB.

— OH 6bu1 ackerom? — cripocut JI€xa.

— He 3Haro. {1 He 3Hatw, kem Bopuc O6bu1 BHe padoTsl. OH He
TOBOPUJI, HE MTUCAJI TUCEM, HE BBIXOAWII B ropof. OH KWJI B 93TON
koMmHare. Crian B kpecne. Ein 1o, yTo npuHocuia coceaka. OHa
TOBOPHJIA, YTO OH He *kajoBajicsa. Hukorga.

— Crpannblii apxuBapuyc. OOBIYHO XPaHUTENU CEKPETOB
TMOOST BJACTh. A 3TOT Jake He MOJIb30BAJICS CBOUM TOJIOKEHU-
eM.

— Moxert ObITh, OH XpaHWUJI HE CEKPEeThl, — CKa3a Bepurus.



— Moxet ObITh, OH XpaHWJI TO, YTO HEJIb3s1 ObUIO BHITyCKaTh. M
BBIITYCTHJL.

— WM BeImycTuim ero, — nomnpasui JI€xa.

OH nofoIIEN K CTeHe, MPOBEN JIaJIOHbI0 M0 KaMHIO. XOJ0/1-
Hbli1. Cyxoii. lllepmasbiii. Ho B oqHOM MecTe, Ha ypoBHe nosica,
NaJIbLBI HATKHYJIMCh HA TEILIO.

Bcero Heckonbko rpagycoB pasHuubl. Ho Jlexa ciyxun B pas-
BEIKE — OH YMeEJI UyBCTBOBaTh TEILJIO TaM, [JI€ €ro He AOJIKHO
ObiTh. Ha TpeHMPOBKAX VX YUUIIM HAXOAUTH KOCTED 32 KUIIOMETD,
YeJIOBeKa 3a CTO METPOB, TOPSIYMM CTBOJI 32 IECATH IIAr0OB. 31€Ch
He ObUIO HU KOCTpa, HU YeJIOBeKa, HU CTBOJIA. BblT KaMeHb.

— Bepurun, nonoviam croaa.

CnepoBarens npuonusuics. JIéxa B3s1 €ero pyKy U IpuKai K
TOMY € MECTY Ha CTEHE.

— YyscrByems?

Bepurun naxmypuics.

— Kamennb He moxer ObITh TEIBIM. CTeHa — Hecymias. 3a
HEW NoABaJ U I'PyHT. Temneparypa rpyHTa — 4YeThIpe rpajayca
KPYIJIBIA TOf.

— 3HauuT, 32 CTEHOU He TPyHT, — cKazan Jléxa. — Orouau.

OH pa3maxHyJICA U yIapyJl KYJIAKOM I10 TEIUIOMY MECTY.

Koctp xpycrHyna. bosib BelbIxHYy1a U cpa3y Ioracjiaa — €ro
TEJIO YK€ HauMHAJIO BOoccTaHaBMBarbes. Ho kuprnuy He nopgan-
col.

JIExa ymapun em€ pas. U emg.

C Tpertbero ygapa KUpnu4 BINAJI BHYTPb — B IICTOTY.



3a creHoit He ObUTO MoABasia. He Obu1o rpyHTa. He ObuTO HU-
9ero, 4To MoJIarajioch ObITh 32 CTEHOU T'AIHJCUCKOTO apXHBa.

3a cTeHo# ObUIa HOYb.

JIéxa Buaen Takoe ogHaXbl — B MUpE, 1€ Maruio Ha3blBa-
JIN «TJTyOMHHOM CEThIO» M OOSITHCh e€ Kak orHs. TaM Toxe Obl-
JIV CTEHBI, 32 KOTOPBHIMH MPATANIACH HE MYCTOTa, a IPOCTPAHCTBO,
HACBIIIIEHHOE YyXXUM BHUMaHueM. Kak OyATO KTO-TO OrpOMHBIN
CMOTpeJ1 Ha TeOsl ¢ APYroil CTOPOHBI PEATBHOCTH U K1, KOrjaa
THI OITMOETIIBCH.

3a BBIIABIIAM KAPIUYOM OTKPBUICA IPOEM Pa3MEPOM C Ky-
nak. Ho JIéxa 3Han: ecnu Obl OH MOT' PaCIIMPUTh JbIPY, 3a Hel
HE OKa3aJoch Obl HU COCEHEN KOMHAThl, HU YJIHUIIbl, HU TOPO-
na. Tam Obuta 6e31Ha. TEMHO-CUHSS, C MyTLCUPYIONIMMU BEeHa-
MU cBeTa. Kak KpoBeHOCHasI crcTeMa CIISIIEro BeJIMKaHa. BeHsl
MyJbCUPOBAJIM B TAKT — MEJIJIEHHO, TSKENO, KaK Cep/lle CTapu-
Ka nepell CMepThIO.

— Y0 310? — nipomentan Bepurus.

OH cTos1 B IBYX IIarax, He periasich mpuonmm3uthes. Ero -
10 nodesnesno. CepeOpsiHble MOJIHUM HA TIOTOHAX JPOKATA — OT
CBeTa, KOTOPBIN JIWJICA U3 JbIPBl, UM OT cTpaxa. JIéxa He mor
pazoOparb. OH BooOIIIe TiepecTal pa3oupaTh YyKUe CTPAXH I0-
clie mATUAecATor cMepTu. Uyxkue cTpaxu Ka3auch eMy Urpy-
meYHbIMU. [IOTOMY YTO HUKTO M3 TeX, KOrO OH BCTpevall, He
ymupal no-Hacrosimemy. Tonbko oH. CTo ABaaaTh ceMb pas.

— 370 Ilopor, — ckazan Jléxa. — 4 BcTpeuan takoe. I'pa-
HUIIA MEK/Ty HAllIMM MUPOM U TeM, 4TO 3a HUM. TOJILKO OOBIYHO



[loporu HaxoAsATCs B MyCTHIHAX WM HA 1HE Mopel. He B creHax
ApPXUBOB.

— Kr0 ero orkpbui?

— He k0. YUt0. — JI€Xa npuiiypuiics, BIJISIABIBASICH B CUSIO-
ryo TbMy. — [lopor He otkpbiBaioT. [Topor npo6usatoT. C Toi
CTOPOHBI.

VI3 rryOMHBI ABIPHI HA HETO CMOTPEJTH.

He rnaza. He nuiio. [Tpocto B3risg 6e3 uctounuka. Tskemnblid,
CTapblil, roNoaHbIA. Tak CMOTPUT BOJIK HA 3aTHAHHYIO JIOIIA b —
HE TIOTOMY UTO 3710, a [TOTOMY YTO XO4eT ecTh. Ho BOJIK XOTsI Obl
Mopraer. A 371ech He OblI0 Bek. He Obuto m1a3. He 6bu10 HUYero,
KpOM€e BHMMaHUs1, HAlIPAaBJIEHHOTO IPSIMO B AyIILY.

JIéxa mouyBCTBOBAI, KaK MO CMHE MoOexkanu Mypamiku. He
ot crpaxa. Ot y3HaBaHus. OH 3Has 3TOT B3IV1s11. OH YyBCTBOBAJI
€ro B MOMEHTbI MEKAy CMEPThIO U BOCKPEUIEHHEM — KOT/Ia €r0
CO3HAHUE MePeJIeTaso U3 OIHOTO Teja B IPYroe, Ha JOJI0 CEKyH-
IIbl 3aBUCas B mycrore. Tam Bcerma ObUIO TEeMHO-CHHEe HeOOo ¢
MyJIbCUPYIOIIMMU BeHamu. 1 Bcerga KTo-To cMOTpe.

— Pano Tebe crona, Ckos, — cka3al rojoc u3-3a CTeHB.

[onoc ObuT He TpOMKUM U He TUXUM. OH 3By4Yasl BHYTpPH 4e-
perna, MuHys yi. JI€xa mouyBCTBOBaJI, Kak BUOpAIysl MPOIIUia
10 TTO3BOHOYHMKY — OT KOITYMKA A0 3aThUIKA. f3bIK, HA KOTO-
POM TOBOPHJI TOJIOC, ObUT HE3HAKOMBIM, HO JIEXa MoHUMAaT Kax-
noe coBo. Tak ObIBaeT BO CHE: Thl CIBIIIMIID TapabaAPIIUHY, HO
CMBICJT IOXO/IUT HAMPsIMYIO, B 0OXOJ1 TIepeBoa.

— Thl em€ He ymep I0CTaTOYHO pa3, — IPOAOJIKA roJoC.



— TBost 6omb emié He co3pena. Bo3sparaiics. Kusu. Ymupaii.
7/Kusu cHoBa. Korza TBOsI cMEPTh CTaHET ThICS4a MEPBOU, TOTIA
npuxonu. S Oymy xaath.

— K10 TH1? — cripocun JIéxa.

On He 6osicsa. OH gaBHO niepecTalt OosAThes. [Tocne nsaTuae-
CSITH CMepTel CTpaxX KOHYUJICS, OCTAJIOCh TOJIBKO JIDOOITBITCTRO.
Kak y canépa, KoTopblii 00e3Bpe/ Iyl CTOJIbKO MUH, YTO yXKe He
BEPUT B CBOI0 CMEPTh. DTO OMACHOE COCTOSIHUE — €T0 YUWIIH,
YTO CTpax coxpaHser xu3Hb. Ho JIExa y:ke MOHsII, YTO €ro K13Hb
He coxpaHsieT HuYTo. OHa mpocto ecth. Kak npokmsarue. Kak
00J1e3Hb, OT KOTOPOUl HET JIEKAPCTBA.

— $1 — 710, YTO OCTaNOCh, KOIZA CTUPAIOT BCE, — OTBETUJI
rojjoc. — I — mamare 0e3 Hocutend. I — ommOKa, KOTo-
pYyIo Heb3s uctpaButh. 91 — TBOE Oymyiee, Ckon. Thl craHerb
MHO#. Vnu 51 ctany To60i. MBI ellié He pernmiu.

— A Bopuc? — cnpocun Jléxa. — OH Toxe cTast TOOOu ?

['onoc 3a creHol momosyasl. BeHsl cBeTa myJ1bCUpOBaJIv Yallle,
Kak Oy/JTO roJIoC pa3IyMbIBaJ, CTOUT JIA TOBOPUTH TTPABIY.

— Bopuc 6b11 ABepblo, — HaKoHell cka3ai rojoc. — OH He
3HaJ, YTO OH JBepb. OH ayMas, 4To OH XxpaHuTeab. Ho kioun
XpaHsAT He aBepu. IBepu xpaHAT npoxod. bopuc nepxan MeHs
B3arepT TpuALaTh JieT. He motomy urto 61 crtbHbIM. [T0oTO-
My 4TO ObUT HeMbIM. MOE MM HeJb3s TPOM3HECTU BCITyX, CKOJL.
ToT, KTO MPOU3HECET — OTKPOET MeHs. bopuc He Mor npousHe-
ctu. Y Hero He ObUIO roJioca.

— A KT10 npousHec?



— Tb1, — ckazan rosioc. — Korga Bomen B 3ty KomHary. Thbl
HE CKa3aJl MOE MM, HO ThI ITogymai o HEM. Trel nogymair: «4Yro,
€CJIM 3a CTeHOM ayx?» W 3Toro okaszajioch J10CTaTOYHO. Thl HE
OTKpbLI MeHs nonHocThio. Ho Thl cienan mens. bopuc ymep, no-
TOMY YTO IIejib OblIa B ero rpyau. f He xoren. Ho s romonen. A
OH OBLJT TaK OJIM3KO.

JIExa mouyBCcTBOBaJI, Kak B rpyau noxosoaeno. He ot crpa-
xa — oT noHuManusi. OH yOun 3toro yenoBeka. He HoxoM,
He mysen, He marueu. [Ipocto mbicabio. [Ipocto mpenmnosnoxe-
HHEM, KOTOPOe OKa3aJioCh CIIMIITKOM TOYHBIM. DTO OBLIO XyXKe,
yeM yOMICTBO pyKaMu. Pykamu oH XOTs ObI 3HAJI, UTO JiefaeT. A
MBICJIb TIPUIIIIA CAMA.

— Tl yOui ero He 3a TO, UTO OH cliesial. A 3a TO, YTO OH ObLI
PAAOM, KOraa s MOAYMaJl HeMPAaBUJIbHYIO MBICIIb.

— Jla, — mpocTo OTBETUJI rosioc. — TBOsI MBIC/Ib CTaIa MOUM
HOXOM.

— Toraa s nomxken yitu, — ckazan Jléxa. — Yewm panbiie st
Oyjly OT 9TOM CTEHBI, TeM Oe30IacHee sl BCeX.

— Her, — ronoc nourtu 3acmesiics. B ero cmexe He ObLI0 pa-
J0oCTU. BbUIO ynoBneTBOpeHne — Kak y KOTa, KOTOPBIM 3arHal
MBIIIIb B yroJl. — Teneppb Thl HOCUIIIL MeHs B cebe. MBICTbh Hellb-
351 yHeCTH. MBICITb MOKHO TOJIBKO 3a0BITh. A ThI HE 3a0bIBaCIIb
Hudero, Ckost. Tel TOMHUIIB KaKAYI0 CBOIO CMepThb. Thl Oyaelib
NIOMHUTb U MeHs. Beerja.

JI€xa BeimpsaAmuiic. Jloctan nanupocy. 3akypuil, HECMOTPs Ha
3arper Bepurnna. Crimyka 4YMpKHY/Ia IO KOPOOKY — 3BYK I10-



Ka3aJICsl HEeCTECTBEHHO I'POMKMM B MEPTBOW TUILIMHE KOMHATHI.
Bepurun uto-to 3ammrien c3aau, Ho JIéxa He oOpaTui BHUMA-
HUSI.

BeigoXHY1 JbIM B ABIPY.

— 3HauuT, JOTOBOPUJIUCH, — CKa3aJl OH. — Tbl TENEpb BO
mHe. A s B Tebe. Kak 6ynro moxennmce. Tonpko 6e3 IBETOB 1
TOCTEH.

— Tl He Goutbesi? — yAMBUIICS rosioc. B HEM BriepBbIe TTPO-
3ByYaJIO YTO-TO YEJIOBEYECKOE — JIIOOOMBITCTBO.

— 4 yxe ymep cTo aBaauars ceMb pa3. — JIéxa rosopuii cro-
KOIHO, KaK Ha JIONpoce, Korja MpaB/ly YKe Helb3s1 CKPhITh. — B
KaKOM-TO MOMEHT TepecTaéiiib 00sThcs Aaxe deccmeptusi. Oco-
OeHHO OeccMepTHs.

— beccmeprue — 310 He gap, — ckasai rosnoc. — becemep-
THe — 3TO KOIJIa CMEPTh OTKa3bIBaeTCs TeOsI MpUHUMATh. Thl el
He HyxeH, Ckomn. Thl cauikom ropekuil. OHa mpodoBasia Teds
CTO JIBaJlaTh CEMb pa3 U Kax/bli Pa3 BHIIUIEBbIBAJIA.

— 3HauuT, s HeBKyCHbIM, — JIEXa ycmexHyJicsi. — briBaer.

OH oty manupocy o kaonyk. [TopepHysics kK Bepuruny.

— Capliman? — CrpocuJ OH.

Bepurun crosut OnenHblid, ¢ OTKPHITHIM pToM. OH SIBHO CITbI-
111J1 TOJIBKO OfIHY CTOPOHY pPa3roBOpa — rojioca u3-3a CTeHbI 1
Hero He cyecTBoBayio. OH BUEN TOJbKO JIEXY, KOTOPBII rOBO-
pUJI B IYCTOTY, CMOTpEJ B AbIPY U KYPUJI TaM, IJie KypuTb ObLIO
3aIpeleHo.

— 41 capiman, Kak Thl pa3sroBapuBaclb ¢ mycToTor, CTEeKJIOB.



N mMHe 310 HE HpaBUTCS.

— M=ue Toxe. — JI€xa nocMotpen Ha aplpy. Kupnuum yxe
HAYMHAJIM BCTaBaTh HA MECTO — CaMH, 0e3 Ybei-TMO0 TIOMOIIIH.
Kawmens 3aTaruBacs, kak paHa. CHauana 3aKpbulach IIENb, MO-
TOM MOATSHYIUCH Kpasi, U Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYH]I CTeHa CHOBA
ObUI1a 11eJ10M. TOJBKO TEIUIOE MATHO OCTAIIOCh — MMAMATH O TOM,
4TO 3a Hell Obl10. — BepuruH, 3anpu 3Ty KoMHaty. Hukoro cro-
na He mmyckail. Hukoro, naxe ce6s. f noiiny pa3ouparbcs ¢ Tem,
YTO TEMNepb KUBET Y MEHS B TOJIOBE.

— TbI HE MOXeIb YUTH, — cKa3ai Bepurud. — Tel — m1as-
HbIM cBUETENb. Y IIaBHBIM MTOJO3PEBAEMBIN.

— 51 — eAMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO MOXKET 3aKPbITh 3Ty ABEPb, —
otBeTm JI€xa, KOCHYBIIIKCH MajblieM BUCKAa. — JIBepb B Moel
rojioBe. Vimu THl XOuerib, 9TOObI TBOM OKOJIOTOK TTPEBPATHIICS B
TO, YTO 3a CTEHOM !

Bepurun monuan. OH cmotpen Ha JIEXy Tak, OyATO BUJIEN ero
BriepBbie. Vi OyaTo Buen He YenoBeka, a Xons4ayio 6omMOy. Mo-
JKET, TaK OHO U OBUIO.

JI€xa Boiies1 B kopuaop. IIpomen HecKoMbKO 11aroB, NOTOM
oOepHyJIC.

— Kcratn, — ckazan oH. — Kimou ot komHatsl. OH y MeHs
B Kapmase. { ero He Opan. OH cam npuInen.

OH BbIHYJ1 OPOH30BBIH KJTI0Y € TpeMs Oopoakamu. ToT camblid,
KOTOpbIM BepurvH oTkpeiBail aBepb. JIExa He NMOMHWMI, KOrna
ycnes ero B3aTb. He MOMHMIL, Kak KJIIOU OKa3ajicsl B €ro Kapma-
He. OH mpocTOo nolynail Kyprky — M Halymadl.



— Ortkyna oH y 1ebs1? — cripocus Bepuru.

— Cnpocu y Toro, KTo KHUBET 3a CTEHOM. MOKET, OH OTBETUT.
A MOXET, 3aCMeETCS.

JIéxa Opocu kJtou cienoBatesio. TOT moiman — HeJOBKO,
IByMsi pykamu. M ocTascs CTosiTh B KOPUAOPE C KJIIOUOM B OJIHOM
PYKE U C JIMIIOM Y€JIOBEKa, KOTOPBIM MOHSJ, YTO €r0 MUP TOJIBKO
YTO CTaJl MEHBIIIE U CTPALITHEE.

A Jléxa momeén k Beixoay. M B rosioBe y Hero Ternepb ObLIO
TeMHO-CHHee He0O ¢ MyJbCUPYIOIIMMU BeHaMu cBeTa. M KTo-To
cmotpen orryaa. Tsaxéno. Crapo. ['ononHo.

«KuBoi, — ckazai ceoe Jléxa. — ¢ xxuBoi. 10 eIMHCTBEH-
HOE, YTO £ 3HAI0 TOUHO».

U BbI1IEN TTON HOXKAD.

Ha ymuiie 66U10 X0T0JHO.

Jlok1b HE KOHUWJICA — OH ITPOCTO M3MEHWII Xapakrep. Bme-
CTO TIJIOTHOW CTEHBI BOABI Terephb IET MEJIKWM, 3JI0M, KOCOU
JOK/1b, KOTOPBIN 3a0Mpajcs 3a BOPOTHUK M Xononui mieio. JIe-
Xa MOJHST BOPOTHUK — KypTKa ObliIa cTapasl, IeCaHTHasl, elié
¢ Toro Mmupa. OH Oeper e€ Kak eAMHCTBEHHYIO CBSI3b C TEM, KEM
ObLT KOTa-To.

Kem on 6b11?

On noMHwu no marepu. [loMHMn 3amax kazapMbl — COJAp-
Ka, XJIOpKa, NoT. IToMHMJI IPBIKOK € caMOJIETa, KOTAA MapariioT
HE pacKpbuICs U 3eMJIS JIETella HABCTPEUY CO CKOPOCTBIO, Ha KO-
TOpOM He ycrneBaelb ucryrarbes. Ilomunn, kak ynapuics. [Tom-



HWI 6011b. [TOMHIMII, KaK OTKPBUT IJ1a3a U YBUJIEN HAJl COOOH 4y-
koe He0O — 3eJIEHOe, C IBYMS JIyHAMHU.

3t0 OBUIO /1BA roJa Ha3a/l.

C tex mop oH ymep cto aBaauarh ceMb pa3. He cpa3y. CHauana
CUET IIEJT Ha IECATKY B MeCsIIl — OH OpocaJics Toj1 Ioe3/1a, TPhI-
raJjl C KpbIIll, BCKPbIBAJI BEHbI, TPABWICA MarnueCKUMU 3€JIbsIMU,
KOTOpbIEe OJDKHBI OBLTH Cedb ero ayiry. Huuero e padorario.
Kax el pa3 on npoceinaics. MHorna yepes yac. iHorga uepes
neHb. OauH pa3 uepe3 ABe HeJeu — B MOpre, Ha KAMEHHOM
cTojie, ¢ OMPKOM Ha MaJIbIle HOTH.

CanHuTap, KOTOPBIA OOHAPYKWJI, YTO TPYI JBIIIMT, COIIEN C
yma. Jléxa He BuHUI ero. OH caM 4yThb HE COMIEN C yMa B TOT
JIeHb.

Ho ne comén. [Toromy uto y Hero Obuia 1iesib. CTpaHHas 1ieNb
JUIS1 YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPbIM XOYeT YMEPETh: OH XOTeJl MOHATh, MO-
YyeMmy He MOXKET 3Toro caenarb. M eciiv NOMMET — UCIIPaBUTh.
Cnomarb Mexanu3M. HaiiTu BeIKJIIOUaTE]b.

Hoxap crydas no moctoBou. JI€xa mén MeqIeHHo, He Mps-
yack. [Ipoxokue oOXOAWIN €ro CTOPOHON — KTO-TO y3HaBal,
KTO-TO IPOCTO YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OT ITOTO YEJIOBEKA JIydlle JIep-
Karbcs nogaiplie. B TBEpCKOM OKOJIOTKE €ro 3HaJIM KaK «KHUBY-
Jero HaéMHUKa». Hanumanm 1y1st rpsi3HOi paOoThI, KOTa HyKHO
OBIJIO KOTO-TO HAWTH, BBHITAIIIUTD WJIA 3aCTABUTD 3aMOT4aTh. JIExa
OpaJics 3a modylo padoTy, KpoMe YOMICTB. YOUBATh OH OOJIbIIE
He xoTes1. OH cam XoTes1 ObITh YOUTHIM — HO 3TO, KaK BBISICHH-
JIOCh, HE CYUATAIIOCH PAOOTOM.



OH cBepHy:n Ha Jlucuii nepeynok. 3aeck ObUIO TUIIIE — J0Ma
CTOSUUIM CTapble, TPEXITAXKHBIC, C IOKOCUBIIMMUCS KpbllllaMu. B
OKHaX TropeJ *KENThIi CBET — OTHEHHBIE MYXH B JICHIEBBIX JIaM-
nax. ['ne-to urpana my3blka — CKPUIIKa, KOTOPYIO KTO-TO yUMJI-
Cs1 HACTpauBaTh y:ke BTOpoH rofl. JIéxa 3HaJ 3TOT 10M. 3AeCh KU-
Jla cTapyxa, B KBapTUpe KOTOPOU OH MIPOCHYJICS CETOIHS YTPOM.

OH ocTaHOBWJICS, TOAHST TOJIOBY. E€ OKHO OBLIO Ha TpeTheM
staxe. CBeT ropes. 3HauuT, OHa MpocHy/1ack. He moMHUT HUYe-
ro — Jléxa yxe 3Hai, Kak 310 padoraer. Korma oH 3axBartbIBas
Jy’KOe TeJo, YeJIOBEK BIaJia B TTyOoKuid coH. [Ipocemancs oT-
JOXHYBIIIMM, HO O€3 HeCKOJIbKHMX YacoB kU3HU. 1 6e3 HeCKOITb-
KMX BOCIIOMUHAHUU, ecau JIExa 3aepKuBajcs A0JbIlE, YeEM Ha
HOYb.

OH 3agepxuBajcs peako. EMy He HpaBUJIOCh KpacTh UyXKHe
*u3Hu. Ho BbIOOpa He ObLIO.

— Tl fymaens» 0 HeW, — CKa3ajl rojoc B rojioBe.

Jléxa B3mpornyn. T'omoc m3-3a cTteHbl — OH BCE emeé Obul
3neck. [lynbcrpoBas rae-1o Ha rpaHUlIe CO3HAHUS, KaK 3aHO3a,
KOTOPYIO HEJIb3s1 BBITAIIIUTb.

— OtBanu, — ckazai JIéxa Beiyx.

[Tpoxoxuil B Tuiaie oOepHYJICs, TOCMOTPEST Ha HEroO ¢ UCITy-
T'OM M YCKOPWJI IIIar.

— 41 He Mory OTBaJIUTh, — OTBETUJI T'OJIOC CIIOKOWHO. — 1
Teriephb yacth Te0si. TBOs MbICTb — Mot oM. Thl Kymaeib —
s1 5kuBy. Thl epecTanels gymarb — 51 ympy. Ho Tbl He ymeeltb
nepecTaBarh Aymarhb, Ckom. It1o TBos mpodiema. 1 Mo€ cuactsbe.



— Kakoe cuactbe? Thl cUIUIIL B MO TOJIOBE U JKPEIb MOU
MbICIU?

— He xpy. Yurao. D10 pasHsle Bemu. Kpemb Tol caM, Korjga
HE MOXeEIIb OCTAHOBUTHCS. A 51 MPOCTO CMOTPIO. TBOM BOCIIOMU-
HaHMSA TpeKpacHbl. Ta 00J1b, KOT/Ia ThI IEPBbIN pa3 yIaj ¢ KPhIIIT
Y CJIOMAJI IO3BOHOYHHMK. Ta MUHYTa, KOI/Ia ThI JIEKaJl HA THE pe-
KM Y KJ1aJ1, KOrja JErK1e HanoaHsATcs: Boaou. Ta cekyHa, Korjaa
ThI MIOHSUI, YTO HE TOHEIIIb, TIOTOMY YTO TBOE TEJIO HE HYKIAETCs
B BO3ayxe. D10 uckycctBo, Ckosn. CumpoHUs CTpaaHusl.

— To1 GonbHOM, — cKa3zan JIéxa.

— 4 — nmamsTh, — MoNpaBwmI rojioc. — A maMsITh He ObIBaeT
310pOBOM UM O0TbHOM. [TamMsTh ObIBa€T TOYHON MM HETOUHOM.
Most TOUHOCTh aOCOMIOTHA.

JI€xa 3amwén B MogBOPOTHIO, MPUCIOHWICA CIIMHOM K CTEHE.
Hocran nanupocy, 3akypwl. Pyku He Opoxajiu — OHM AABHO
pasyumiiich apoxath. Ho BHyTpu ObuTO mycTo. He crparHo, He
60bHO, He 3710. [IpocTo mycro. Kak B Toi KOMHaTe Oe3 yIJIoB.

— Cnymait, Tot, 6€3 UMeHU, — CKa3ai oH. — Tbl 3Haelb,
KaK MeHs yOUTh?

['onoc momyan gonro. Tak nonro, yro JI€xa ycnien JOKypUThb
Narnupocy 10 MOJIOBUHBI.

— 3Hal0, — HaKoOHell OTBeTWJI rosioc. — Ho He ckaxy.

— Tlouemy?

— [loTomy 4TO Thl — €AMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO MEHS CJIBIIIUT 3a
ToCJIeIHAE TPUILIATh JieT. bopuc He cibian. OH ObUT HEMOM, HO
OH OBUI ITyXOM K MOeMy rojiocy. 1 Kkpudasa emy B roJioBy Kax-



Ibii gedb. OH He noHuMait. OH Aymall, YTo 3TO IIyM B yiiax. Tel
noHuMaen b. Thl epBbIid, KTO TOHUMAeT. 3auyeM MHe yOWBaTh
€IMHCTBEHHOTO Cymaress?

— 3areM, 4To 51 CaM X04y YMEpETb.

— To1 xouems ymepeTs He no-HacrosmeMy. — lonoc cran
THILIE, [IOYTHU JTACKOBBIM. — ThI XOUelIb IepecTaTh CTpaAaTh. TO
pasnble Ben. CMepTthb He sieunt crpaganus, Ckon. CMepTs ux
3amopakuBaeT. OHM OcTaloTcsl ¢ TOOOW HaBceraa, Jaxke Korjaa
TeOs HeT. 51 3Hat. f cam ymep, a Mou CTpalaHUs OCTAJIUCh.

— Tt ymep?

— Bce, k10 3a [Toporom, korga-to ymepnu. inu He ponuince.
Wnm ponunuce, HO He 10 KOoHLA. 1 He nmoMHIo. [TamATh y MeHs
ecTb, a Ouorpagum HerT.

JIéxa BBIZIOXHYJ IbIM B Y€pHOE HEOO.

— 3HauuT, Thl HE CKAXKelllb, KaK MeHsI yOUTb.

— He ckaxy.

— A ckaxeub, 3ayeM bopuc xpaHwin cBUTKH ¢ rpudom
«CTekno»?

— 310 He TaliHa. bopuc xpaHui ux, moromy urto 6osscs. B
cBUTKax — MHCTpyKuus. Kak orkpbith [lopor. Kak BoiiTi B MOIO
komHaty. Kak crate Takum, kak s. Bopuc 6osuics, 4To KTO-TO
MIPOYMUTAET U 3aXOUYET OBTOPUTD.

— A KTO-TO 3ax0Ten?

— ToL

— 41 He xOuy CTaHOBUTHCS TOOOM.

— Thl yxe cranoBumbcsa. Kaxapi pa3, Korjga ymMupaes 1



BO3BpaIIlaelibcs, Thl OCTaBJISACIIb YacTh ceds 3a [Toporom. A 3a-
Oupaeris yacth MeHs1. Mbl MeHstemcst, Ckon. MenienHo. Ho Bep-
HO.

JIéxa OGpocwit oKypok B JIyxy. ToT 3armmrmes u rorac.

— U cKkobKO MHE OCTAJIOCH?

— He 3nar0. Moxer, ron. Moxert, necars jiet. Moxer, Tbl yxe
CTaJl MHOM, HO €€ HE 3aMETHIL.

— 3ameTu Obl.

— VYBepen?

JIexa ne orBeTuUI.

OH BbIIIIEN U3 TOJBOPOTHU U MOMIEN B CTOPOHY CBOEU KBap-
Tipbl. ChEMHON KOMHATHI Ha OKpauHe, Tie He ObUIO Maruu, He
ObLJIO OTHEHHBIX MYX, He ObUIO Jake KpoBaTH. TONBKO CTaphiid
Marpac, CTONKa KHUT U MMUCTOJIET MO MOAYIIKou. [Trcromner Ot
3apsKeH MyJIsIMH, KOTOpble He Moriu ero youts. Ho JI€xa Bcé
paBHO niepxait ero. Ha ciyvaid, eciiu BAPYT MOTyUYUTCS.

I'onoc 3amomnmyait. He ucue3 — npocro npurtux. JIExa 4yBCTBO-
BaJI €10 MPHUCYTCTBHE, KaK IyBCTBYIOT OOJb B CTAPOM paHe Mepes
noxaéM. OH 3HaI, 4TO Tenepb 310 OyzeT Beeraa. Kakmyio muny-
Ty. Kaxmayio cexynay. Jlo camoro KoHiia, KOTOporo He Oyfer.

On 3awen B aom. [ognsics Ha 4yeTBEPTHIN dTax. OTKPHUL
JBEPb CBOMM KJIIOUOM — OOBIYHBIM, XKeJIE3HIM, O€3 BCAKOU Ma-
ruu. KomHara BcTpeTuiia ero 3amnaxoM ChIpocTH U Tabaka.

JI€xa cHAN KypTKy, moBecui Ha reo3ap. JJocran u3 kapmaHa
Nayky Nanupoc — MOYTU MmycTylo. [1onoxun Ha MOJOKOHHUK.
[Torom cen Ha Marpac, 3aKpblI [JIa3a ¥ MOIBITAJICA HE TyMaTb.



Ho mbicnu ne3nu camu. O Bopuce. O témoii creHe. O KpoBU
Ha notoske. O rosioce, KOTOPBIM TENEPh KUBET y HETO B TOJIOBE.

— Baps, — BApPYr cKazas OH BCIIYX.

Cam He 3Has, 3a4eM.

['onoc oto3Basics He cpazy.

— Kro Takaa Bapa? — cnpocui oH.

— He tBOE neno, — orBeTmi JIExa.

N nér cnate. He pazneBasich. C nuctonerom noj pykou. U ¢
MMEHEM, KOTOPOE OH He MOHUMAaJI, 3a4€M ITPOU3HEC.

Baps. Otkyna on 3Hai 310 uMsa? OH He TOMHII HUKakou Ba-
pu. Hu B aTomM Mupe, Hu B ToM. Ho s13bIk mipomsHEc cam, 6e3
cripoca. Kak Oynro KTo-TO ApYroi )uja B €ro Tejie U Ha3biBal
JIIOOMMBIX TI0O UMEHAM.

JI€xa ycHyn. 1 BO CHe OH CHOBA CTOsUT IIEpe], TEMJIONW CTEHOM.
A 3a creHoU KTO-TO 1uiakaj. JKeHckuit rojoc. Tuxuii, Kak 1mym
JOXKIS.

— To1 32011 MEHSI, — CKa3aJl roJIoC. — JTO HU4ero. S mo-
JOXKIY.

JIéxa npocHyJICs B XOJIOMHOM TOTY. B KOMHaTe HUKOTo He Obl-
0. ['onoc B ronose momnyad.

Ho Ha MoJOKOHHUKE, PSIIOM C TTAYKOU Maupoc, Jexan OpoH-
30BBIN KJTIOY C TpeMsi OOpOIKaMHU.

ToT campblii, KOTOpBIA OH Opocus Bepuruny.

JIéxa B3san kmou. [ToBepren B manbiax. Koy ObuT TEMIHIM.
Kak Tot kuprnuu B cTeHe.

— Bepurun, cyka, — ckazan Jléxa. — Hy u mena y 1ebds ¢



OXPaHOM.
I'ommoc B rosioBe TUXO 3acMesJiCA.

— He Bepurun, — ckaszan ronoc. — 4. 4 npunéc. Xouy,
9yTOOBI TH BepHYyJIcs. 3aBTpa. K crene. [loroBopum emg.
— O uém?

— O Bape. Ts1 Ha3Ban e€ Bo cHe. OHa x/1a1a 1e0s1 ThICSUY JIeT,
Ckon. Nnu He Teicauy. A myTtaiock Bo Bpemenu. Ho oHa xa€T.
Ha kpacHoii niadere. B ropone u3 4épHoro crekia.

JIExa 3amep.

— OTKyza Thl 3HaellIb PO KPACHYIO IJIAHETY ?

— 4 Bc€ 3Ha10, — oTBeTHI rojioc. — 1 — nmamaTh. A oHa —
MOs1 caMasl cTapasi 3aIuch.

JIEXa cxxan Kio4 B KyJIake Tak CHJIBHO, YTO METAJLI BIWJICH
B JIaJIoHb. KpOBb NOTEKJIA MO MAJIbLIAM, HO paHa 3aTsHYJIach 4e-
pe3 cekynay. Kmou ocrancsa ténsiM. U rae-To oueHs 1aneko, Ha
TUIaHeTe, KOTOPOit He ObLIO Ha KapTax, kKeHIIMHA 110 MMeHu Baps
OTKpbLIa IJ1a3a B THICSYHBIN pa3 U MPOILENnTaia OIHO CIOBO:

— Ckon.

Ho Jléxa storo He ycabiman.

OH cujen Ha MaTpace, C:KMMaJl B pyKe Uy KOU KJII0Y U BIIEPBbIE
3a JIBa rojia He XoTesa ymeperb. He moToMy 4to Hameén CMBICIL.
A TOTOMY YTO TIOSIBUJIACH 3arajika, KOTOPYI0 HY)KHO OBUIO pa3-
rajarh.

Baps. Kpacnas mianera. ['opoa 3 4€pHOIo CTeKIa.

OH pemuJ, 4To 3aBTpa BEPHETCA K cTeHe. M moroBopur c ro-
socoM. Ilo-Hacrosimemy.



A cerogHs — npocTo JOKUTH 0 yTpa.
Yro /17151 yesioBeKa, KOTOPHI He MOXKET yMepeTh, ObLJIO He TaK
YK CJIOKHO.



I'naBa 2. Uy:xxue Juna

JIExa mpocHyJICsS OT TOTrO, YTO KTO-TO JIbIIIAT €My B 3aThLIOK.

On e ortkpsiBan rmasa. He mesemuica. Tesno nomHWIo 1o,
YTO roJIOBA yXKe Havyasia 3a0bIBaTh: B TOM MUPE CMEPTh ITPUXOIH-
Jia He TOJIbKO M3-3a CTEH, HO M U3-3a YIJIOB. A YIJIOB B €r0 ChbEM-
HOW KOMHaTe ObLJI0 YeTsipe. Y Kakaplid MOT TpsATaTh KOro-TO.

Jlpixanue ObUTO POBHBIM, TEILUIBIM, Oe3 3amaxa. He desoBexk.
YenoBeK MaxHEeT ITOTOM, TA0AKOM, €I0M. 31eCh HE MaXJI0 HUYEM.
TOJBKO CBIPOCTD U CTapas IITYKaTypKa.

JIExa MeyIeHHO, Ha CAHTUMETP, TOJBUHYJI IIPABYIO PYKY K IO~
aymike. [Tucroner 6pu1 Tam. OH YyBCTBOBAJI XOJION METalIa Ja-
K€ 4epe3 TKAHb.

— He nHago, — cka3zai ronoc u3-3a CIUHBHL.

I'onmoc Obu1 gerckuMm. Jlet BochMuU-aeBATH. eBouka. Mim
MaJIbUMK C BBICOKMM rojiocoMm. JI€xa He Mor pa3oOparh.

— K10 THI? — cripocut oH, He 000paYNBASICh.

— Thl MeHS O3BaI.

— 4 HuKoro He 3BaJl.

— IlosBaiu. Korna ckazan «Baps». Tel He Bapio no3sani. Ter
MO3BAJI TOTO, KTO 3HaeT rnpo Bapro. A 310 1.

JIéxa otkpsin rma3za. KomHara Obu1a cepoil — yTpo TOJBKO Ha-
YUHAJIOCh, ¥ CBET C TPYAOM IMPOOMBAJICS CKBO3b IPSI3HOE OKHO.
Ha nonokonHuKe Bcé emié niexkan OpoH30BbI KiTod. [lauka ma-
mmipoc. Ilycrasa kpyxka.



W Ha kparo marpaca, B HOrax, CHesa JEBOYKa.

Jler BoceMu. Pyceie Bomochl, coOpanHbie B aBa xBocta. [1ia-
The — CTapoe, Cepoe, C 3arulaTKor Ha KoseHe. bocas. Ha Horax
— Ipsi3b, OYATO OHA IILIa 1Mo OOJIOTY.

Ho rnaza 6pin He agerckue. CoBcem. CBeTio-cephble, MOUTH
6enpie. I B HMX — mycToTa. Takas ke, Kak 3a CTEHOH B apXUBe.
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