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Beponnka ITyxoBka nmpocHynaack HU cBeT, HU 3aps. OHa Bceraa Mpochlaiach paHo, emg 1o
TOrO, KaK TMepBbie MTUIBI HAYMHATMA CBOU OECKOHEUYHBIE CIIOPbI O TOM, KOMY NPUHAIJICKUT camast
BBICOKAsl BETKA CTApOro Bsi3a. B OyauiibHUKe He ObLIO HYXbI, YTPO BCErlla HAYMHAJIOCH C TOTO, YTO
OHa TPOCHITAIACh PAHO-PAHO U TMOJIEKAB C OTKPHITHIMU IJIa3aMU POBHO TPU MHHYTHI COOMPAJIach ¢
MBICIISIMU. 3aTeM OEeCIIyMHO CITycKajla HOTY C KpOBaTH, CTapasich HUKOTO He pa3OyIuTh.

Ho B 3T0 yTpO BCE MOILIO He Tak.

ChHauana BepoHuka nogymana, 4To 3a OKHOM Bce emié Houb. CKBO3b 3aHABECKH, T€ CaMbIE,
YTO OHAa COOCTBEHHOPYYHO BBIIIMJIA POMAIIKAMH MPOILION BECHOM, CTAPATEIbHO BBHIBOMAS KasK/bI
JITIECTOK, MPOOMBAJICS CBET, HO HE 30JIOTUCTBIN 1 OONIPhIi KaKk OOBIYHO, & KAKOW-TO MYTHBIM, 00j1e3-

HEHHO-OJIeTHBIN, TTOXOXKHIA Ha pa30aBIeHHOE MOJIOKO.

BCpOHI/IKa CCJIa Ha KpOBaTu, HOTépJIa IJ1a3a U BBIIVIAHYJIA B HICJIb MEXK/Y 3aHABECKaAMM.
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Cay1 ObLT cepbIM.

370 OBUIO CTPAHHO, TIOTOMY YTO BYEpa BeuepoM, KOTrJa OHA MOJIMBajA TPSJKHU, BCE 1BEJIO U
MepeMBaJIOCh: KalycTa OTIMBajla U3yMPYIOM, TOACOMHYXH TOPEU KEITH3HOM, a B IyOrHe caja,
TaM IJ€ CTapblil IJIETEHb 3apOC TUKMM BUHOTPAZOM, BUIHEINCS JIOCKYT HeOa TOr0 caMoro OTTEHKa,
KOTOpbIY BepoHuka rmpo ce0s1 HazblBaia «IEePCUKOBbIN YTOJI0K». OHa MpUayMaia 3T0 Ha3BaHUE JaBHO
¥ C TeX MOP KaXAbIM IeHb HAYMHAJIA C TOTO YTO CMOTPEJIa Ha 3TOT JIOCKYT, C yTpa ObIBABIIINI OCOOEHHO
SIPKUM, CJIOBHO ITPOBEPsis, HE U3MEHWJICS JIU MUP.

CeronHs IEPCUKOBOrO yrojika He ObUT0. BMecTo Hero 3usio cepoe, MIockoe, HUUeM He Tpu-
MeuatesibHOe MATHO, TIOXOKee Ha TIPOTEPTYIO O JIbIP 3aIUIaTKy Ha JTIOOMMBIX IITaHaX.

— He Boicnanach, — cka3zana cebe BepoHHKa rpoMKo, 4TOOBI IPUAATH TOJOCY TBEPIOCTH,
— IPOCTO HE BbICMasack. Mu cresla Ha HOYb YTO-TO He TO. XOTs 51 BU€pa HUYEro He enla, Kpome
THIKBEHHOT'O CyIIa U JIByX KYCOUYKOB XJieOa ¢ MacjioM. Macyo 6bu10 cBeXuM U3 Mosoka Ko3bl-koTo-
pas-miepecrayia-001aThCsl.

Ona nepeuucianiia BCE 3TO BCIYX, IOTOMY YTO IMPHMBBIKJIA [0 YTpaM pa3roBapuBaTh cama C
coboii. B nome, rae kuBEnb» BMecTe ¢ XpyMOM, KOTOPbIA HUKOT/Ia HE TIPOCHINAETCS paHbIlle AEBATH,
1 Mo, KoTopast CuT 70 TeX TOp, MOKa He yuyeT apoMart 3aBTpaka, 1o yTpam ObIBaeT OUeHb OIU-
HOKO.

Beponuka crycTuiia HOru ¢ KpoBaTH, Halllynajaa CTYITHSIMU TallOuKW — IIEPCTSAHbIE, CBA3aH-
HBIE B BUJE YTAT Ha MpoIioe PoxaecTBo, OHa TIATENIBHO MOAOMpaa HUTKU, YTOObI JKENTHIA LIBET
ObLJT MOXOXK HA IBIIUISYMH MyX W X0Tesa ObUIO HANIPAaBUTHCS HAa KYXHIO, HO 3aMepra. Tarmouku Obuim
TETUIBIMU, MSATKUMHU ¥ TIPABUJIBHO CUIeNM Ha Horax. Ho oHM... He pasoBaiy. D10 ObLIO TPYIHO 00b-
SICHUTB 1axke camol cede. OHa cMOTpeia Ha BBIIMBKY U BUZENA TPOCTO HUTKH, POCTO Y30P, IPOCTO
dopmy. Hukakoro BHyTpeHHeEro Teria, HUKAKOW YJIBIOKH, KOTOPYIO OOBIYHO BbI3bIBaja y HEE COO-
CTBEHHAas PyKOJEJIbHAsl IAJIOCTb.

— 3r0 BCE TyMaH, — pemwia BepoHuka, — TyMaH 3aJepKHBaeTCsl AOJbIIE OOBIYHOTO.
CounHIile CKOpPO Pa3rOHUT €ro U BCE BCTAHET HA CBOM MECTA.

Ona npornuiénana rno AIMHHOMY KOPHIOPY, BEAYIIEMY Ha KyXHIO, IJIe CTEHbI ObLIM yBEIIaHbI
KaCTPIOJIbHBIMH KPBILITIKAMU BMECTO KapTHH U TOJIKHYJA JBepb. [leus emé Obita Téras, Xpym, KOTo-
PBI CrIAJ B CTapoi OOJIBIION KOP3MHE, HAOUTOM CTapbIMU HOCKaMH, Tiepel CHOM 00s13aTeIbHO TO/-
KJIaJIbIBAJI B [1eYb Kydy IOJIENIEK, [IOTOMY YTO TEIUIO OH JIIOOMJI OOJIbIIIE YeM MEI, XOTS ME OH TOXe
MoOU 6e3MepHO.

BepoHnuka rocraBuiia Ha IIMTY YaHUK C OTOMTBIM HOCHKOM, TIOKa BOJA IPesach, OHA JOCTala
u3 Oydera GaHKy ¢ MAJIMHOBBIM BapeHbeM. baHka Obula CTEKJIsIHHAs, ¢ HaANuChio «Jlydrmee» —
Beponuka Bcerga moanuchiBaga CBOUM BapeHbsl, YTOOBI HE MyTaTh MAJIMHOBOE C KJIIYOHUYHBIM, XOTSI
OTJIMYaTh UX MOIJIA JJa)Ke C 3aKPBITHIMU IM1a3aMU. TouHee, Moria paHbiiie. OHa OTBUHTHJIA KPBILIKY,
3acyHysa B OaHKy NEpEBSHHYIO JIOKKY — JJIMHHYIO, C OOropebM KOHIIOM, MOTOMY 4uTo Mosum
OIHAX/bI CyHYyJIa €€ B KOCTED, IIPOBEPss, 3aropuTcs Jiu IepeBo. JIokka Bouula B TEMHO-KPACHYIO
I'YCTYyI0 Maccy BapeHbsl M1 BepoHMKa nojpHecna e€ K HOCy.

Huuero.

Oma noHIoxaJsa CuiibHee, TKHYB JIOKKOH MOYTH B HO3/pI0. OOBIYHO MaJIMTHOBOE BapEHbE MaxJIo
TaK, 4TOO MOXHO OBLJIO 3aKPHITh IJ1a3a U IMPECTABUTDb COIMHEYHbIN MOJIIEHD B MAJTMHHUKE, T/Ie KK Aast
SIrofia JIONAeTcsl Ha SI3bIKe TEIUIOTOM U cilaiocThio. Ceiuac OT BapeHbsl MaxJio... BapeHbeM. To ecTb
HUYEM KOHKpeTHbIM. ITpocto cnankum.

— CrpanHo, — ckazana BepoHuka BCllyX M OTJIOKWIIA JIOKKY, — HAaBEPHOE IPOCTyAd. Y MEHs
HaBepHoe npoctyaa. [a, TouHo. Buepa cuzena Ha ckBo3HsKe 1mITomnas mraHbl. Hajgo BBIIUTE ropsiuero
Yaro.
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Omna oTpe3ana JJIOMOTh XJieOa, BUEPAITHET0, HO BCE eI1Ié MITKOTr0, UCTICYEHHOTO IO €€ COOCTBEH-
HOMY perienty. Xie0 nmax Takke, Kak BapeHbe. .. HUKaK. BepoHMKa OTKycHIa KyCOUeK M IpoXkeBaa.
Msikum 61 MsikuieM. Kopouka — kopoukoil. Hu Toro Bonme6HOro xpycra, HA ITyOMHBI BKYCa,
KOTOpasi 3acTaBisia Xpyma 3aKpbIBaTh 71432 M MbIYaTh OT YAOBOJIBCTBHS.

— Yaii, — ckaszajia OHa OTYasIHHO, — Yal MEHs CITaceT.

Yaitnuka 3akuren. BepoHuka 3aBapuiia MATHBIN 4Yail, JTIOOUMBIA, C JT0OaBIeHHEM CYIIEHON
JIMTIOBOW KOPKH M TPEX rBo3arueK. OOBIYHO €ro apoMart 3aroHsLII KyXHIO, 3a0MpaJiCs B 1IN U BUTAT
Tam J1o camoro o6ea. Ho cerogus aTo Obu1a mpocto ropsvas Bofa. bes nBera, 6e3 3anaxa, 6e3 IyIm.

Beponuka omycrmiack Ha TaOypeT, TOT CaMblil, Y KOTOPOrO IIaTanach OJHA HOXKA, OTYEro
CUAETh Ha HEM MOKHO OBUIO TOJBKO B OJIHOM OINpeNeS€HHOM MOJNOXKEHWH, YyTh HAKPEHUBIIUChH
BIpaBo. OOBIYHO OHA JTIOOUJIA STOT TaOypeT 3a ero XapakTep: OH CKPHIIE, )KaJIOBAJICS, HHOT/IA TTPH-
IeMJISLT 100Ky, HO ObLT Kak crapbiid Apyr. Ceitdac TabypeT ObLT IPOCTO JIEPEBAIIKON.

— Y0 co MHOI TPOMCXOAUT? — cripocuiia BepoHuka y mycToi KyXHHU.

Kyxus ne orBetuina. Beponuka B3suta Kuury 3a00T — TONCTBIA MOTEPTHIN €XETHEBHUK B
KOKaHOM TieperuieTe, KOTOPbI OHa BeJia yXke He MepBbiii roa. Ha o0mokke KpacoBasiach HaJIKCh,
BbIBelIeHHas! e€ ke pyko: «Kuura 3abot Beponuku IlyxoBku. ComepXuT 3anmucu 00 yTeleHusIX,
IITONKAX ¥ MPOYMX BaXHBIX Jenax. [TocropoHHuM He uutath (0coberHo Mosum). Tlon Hagnmceio
ObLT MPUPHCOBAH YEJIOBEYEK C pacTPENaHHBIMU BOJIOCAMU U SI3bIKOM BBICYHYTHIM B 3HAK HETIOAYM-
HEeHUs1 — 3T0 MoJT HapricoBajla B OTMECTKY 3a TO, uTO BepoHuka cripsrtaia oT He€ CKaJKy.

BepoHuka OTKpbUJIa KHATY Ha BUEpaIlIHEeW CTpaHuIle. 3armucy ObUTH C/IENaHbl €€ aKKYPaTHBIM,
YYTh HAKJIOHHBIM MIOYEPKOM, 3€JIEHBIMUA YEPHUIAMHU (CMHAE KOHYMJIUC).

*BropHuk, 15 ceHTA0ps. Yremmna Kn€nky: morepsi myroBuily co cBOero JoxaeBuka. ITyro-
BUIIa ObUIa Kpyriasi, MeaHas ¢ orTiuckoM. Harna e€ B menm y nopora. Knénka ckazan: «Criacu6o,
THI BOJIIIEOHUIIA, 51 ObI Oe3 TeOst mponan». S orBeTmia: «Thl Obl HE TIPOMAN, ThI OBl IPOCTO XOIUII C
PACCTErHYTHIM KapMaHOM». YTellleHHe YIaloCh.

[Motom noamronana mransl Xpymy. OHH Y HEro mpoapaiuch Ha KOJIEHKaX, BUJHO YacTo Mpu-
caxxuBaeTcst HaOsoIas 3a HaceKoMbIMU. HUTKY B3si1a cepylo, o[ LIBET TKaHH, IIIOB MOy YHICS He3a-
MeTHBIH. XpyM ckaza: «Criaci0o» 1 yIien crarh B KOp3uHy. $1 mogymaia, 9to OH, BO3MOXKHO XOTeJ
CKa3aTh YTO-TO elIE, HO He CKa3aJsl. 3alrCchiBaTh TAKME MBICIIU WJIM HE 3aNUChIBaTh? 3anuiily: «XpyM,
BO3MOXXHO, XOTeJI CKa3aTh YTO-TO EIIE».

Mo HarpyOuiIa ¢ yTpa: 3asiBIJIa, 9TO OBCSIHKA «TI0X0Ka Ha KJIeW U B HeHl TUIaBaloT pa3Mova-
JIEHHBbIE TPANKW». $1 Ha He€ 00uIeIach, MOTOMY YTO OHA BCETla TOBOPHT I'aIOCTH, KOT/Ia Y HEe€ II0X0e
HacTpoeHre. K Bedepy oHa mpuTaniia OTKyAa TO MOJINAKeTa MeYeHbs], He MHaue CTalliIa rae-To v
cKkazasia: «3JT1o He TeOe, ITO MPO 3arac, HO MOXKEIIIb B3Th OIHO €CJIM XOUellb».

Xopo1uii IeHb.

Beponuka nepeuntasa 3anucu Tpu pasza. ClioBa «BOJIIEOHUIIA», «TIEIEHBE» , «XOPOIINH JICHb»
CMOTpeJM Ha He€ ¢ Oymaru, HO He BBI3BIBAIM HUKAKOTO OTKJIMKA. DTO OBUTM HE €€ YyBCTBa — 3TO
ObLJ1a Kakasi-To yyXas KU3Hb, KOTOPYIO MPOXHUII KTO-TO APYToM, OUeHb TIOXOKHUI Ha He€, HO He OHa.
BepoHnuka 3axJonHysna KHATY, OpOCHB Ha CTOJ C ITTyXMM CTYKOM, TIOTHSIB MaJIeHbKOe 00JIauKo (KTO-
TO BepOATHO MoJIJI — He BBITEpIIA CTOJ MTOCIIE BUEPAIITHETO MEUeHbsI C MyIPOi).

— 4 ceiiuac ucrnieky Oynouku, — oObsiBUIa BepoHuka rpoMko. ['onoc 3Bydan TBepke, 4eM
oHa cebs1 uyBcTBOBasa. — C Kopuiedl u riasypeio. Camas Jyiyumiasi mia3ypb B30WTh CaXapHYIO
MyJpy € JIAMOHHBIM COKOM M IIENOTKO# cou. Coib MOTUYEPKHET CaiocTb. ITO 0aOyIIKUH perernT.
Babymika Bcerna ropopuia: «BepoHuka, B JI000M Jiefie HyXKHa IIETOTKA COJHM, MHave OylIeT Npu-
TopHo. baOyika Oblia mpaBa».

Omna roBopmJIa 3TH CJIOBA BCIIYX, TOTOMY YTO OHM TIOMOTQJIM €i He [yMaTh O IMyCTOTE B IPY/IH.
Korga pot 3aHAT pa3roBopoM, y MyCTOTHI HET IIAHCA MPOJIe3Th BHYTPb.

Beponuka 3amecuiia Tecto. Ha KyxHe ObUIO THXO, TOIBKO MYKa ITypIlaia Mo JIAIOHSIMU, U T1e-
TO B YIJIy CTy4YaJl MasiTHUK CTapbIX YaCOB — Yachl ObLIM AEAYIIKMHBI, OHU BCEr/la OTCTaBAIM POBHO
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Ha 17 MUHYT, Kak Obl X HE MOMPABJISIIA U He TIOABOIVIIN, BepoHrKa MPUBHIKIIA K STOMY U BCeraa
aenana nonpasky. Eif ka3anock, 4To Bpemsi, KOTOPOe OTCTaET, Oosiee YIOTHOE, OHO He TOPOIUTCS U
HE IyTaeT CIEIIKOM.

Omna packaraza TecTo B IPSMOYTOJIbHUK, TIOCHINaa KOPUIIEH U caxapoM, OOWIIBHO, HE Kajes,
MOTOMY YTO CErOfiHsI OHa XOTesia ObITh OCOOCHHO IIEIPOH, MOXeT ObITh Jake udepecuyp. Kopwuiia
naxja? OHa 3akMypuiIach U BTsHyJa HocoM Bo3ayx. Her. Kopuiia coBcem He naxiia. A paHbliie OHa
CKpbIBaJIa B ce0e YIOT, pOXKIECTBO, OAOYIMKHUHBI pyKH... Ceitdac 310 ObLT MPOCTO 3amax, Oe3IMKui
Y HYEro He HallOMUHAIOIIMI. BepoHKa CBEpHYa TeCTO B TYTUe YJUTKH, U YJIOKUIA UX HA MPOTH-
BEHb, OTIIPABMB B I1€Yb. 3aTeM ceJla Ha MIaTKUH TadypeT U MpUHsIIach K aath. Tukamm vyacel. [ ne-to
Ha Yepliake BOZWINCH MBIIIM, OOBIYHBIE, HETOBOPSIINE, KOTOPbIE MPOCTO I'PBI3H KOPOOKHU C CYyIIE-
HBIMU SI0JIOKAMU U TACKaJIA C KyXHH KPOIITKU. BepoHuKa ux He Tporaja, HOTOMY 4TO CUUTAJIa, YT y
KaXJIOT0 CyIIECTBA JIOJKHO OBITh MECTO B JKM3HM, JaKe €CIIM 9TO MECTO HAXOIUTCS y He€ 3a CIIMHOM.

Beponrka oTKpbUIa 3aCJIOHKY W BBITAIIMIIA TPOTUBEHb. BYJIOUKH BHIIJISAACH UAEaTBHO: 30J10-
THCTbIE, yXJIblE, C MOATEKAIONIEH I71a3yphi0, KOTOpasi 3acThBaIa Ha OOKax MPO3PaYHBIMH MOTEKAMH.

— Kpacora, — ckaszasna Beponuka ¢ BeI30BOM. — HUKTO He caesaer yyiie.

Ona B3s1J1a camyI0 MaJIEHbKYIO OyJIOUKY, OTJIOMHJIA KYCOUeK U MOJIOKuUIIa B poT. Tecto ObIIo Kak
tecto. Kopuiia He BbI3bIBas1a BocrioMuHaHuid. [ 1a3ypb Oblta mpocTo crnaakoil. BepoHrka mpoxesana,
MPOIJIOTHIIA M TIOZIOkKIasia, uto Oynet aasbiie. Huuero He mpomsonuio. E€ s3bIk, e€ HEOO, e€ maMsTh
— Bc€ Momyasio. D1o ObiTa Oynouka. OosraHast Oynouka. OqHa U3 Thicssuu. Hukakoro Bosme6cTBa
B Hell He ObUIo, M BepoHuKka BApYT MOHSA, YTO HUKAKOTO BOJIIIEOCTBA HEe OBUIO U B TEX, MPEKHUX,
— IIPOCTO OHA CaMa paHbllie ero J00aBIsIa, a CeroqHs 3a0buia perenr.

Ona omtoxuia OylIouKy Ha OOIe, ceia 0OpaTHO Ha TadypeT U ycTaBuiach B OKHO. Cepblit
can. Cepsiil mepcukoBbiid yronok. Cepoe He60. Cepble Mbiciu. [TycToTa B Tpyau pa3pociiach 0 pas-
MepOoB opexa, 3aTeM sI0JI0Ka, MOTOM JI0 THIKBbL. BepoHHKa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO €CM Celdac KTo-
HUOYIb BOUAET U cripocHT e€: «Thl Kak?», OHa HE CMOXET OTBETUTh. [I0TOMY 4UTO CJIOBa «XOPOIIIO»,
«IIPEKPACHO», «<HOPMAJIbHO», «TEPITMMO» BHILIBEJIN U TIOTEPSIM CMBICIT, KaK M BCE OCTAJIbHOE.

Tak e€ u 3actan XpyMm, Korja COHHO CKaTWJICS C 4YepaayHoy JecTHULbl. OH crhajl HaBepxy
MOCJIeJHAE TPU JIHs, TIOTOMY YTO Ha TIEPBOM 3Ta)e CIaTh ObUIO CIMIIKOM Oe3BETPEHHO M KapKO,
Aaxe JUIs TAKOTO JIOUTENS Terula Kak OH. XpyM ObUT pacTpénaH, BOJIOCH TOPYAIX BO BCE CTOPOHBI,
HO JIIOOUMBIH cBUTEp ObLT yke Ha HEM. OH MpoTEp 171a3a, 3eBHYJI TaK, YTO Y HEro IMEIKHYJIA YeT0CTh
Y TIOCMOTpEJI Ha CTOJI.

— Bynouku! Tel ucniexkna Oynodyku. BepoHuka, Tl TeHHIA.

— IMonpoOyii, KOpoTKO oTBeTHIIa BepoHuka, He 060paunBasich.

XpyM MOJOIIEN K CTOMY, B3sUT OyJI0UKy, OTKYCHJI TTOJIOBMHY OIHUM YKycoMm. JKeBajn goaro u
TILATEJBHO.

— Omna 6e3BKycHasl, — CKa3ajl OH HaKOHell. — Hudero He 4yBCTBYeTCs, BOOOIIE HUYETO.

— 3Hato, — otBeTus1a BepoHuka.

XpyM MONOKUIT BTOPYIO TIOJIOBMHY OYJIOUKM Ha CTOJ M MOJIONIEN K Hell. Berai psnom, npusa-
JIMBIIACH OOKOM K €€ Tuleuy, OH BCerja Tak Jesajl, KOrjaa X0Tesa KOro-To yTelIuTh.

— Mosxetr Mosutu nofckinaia B MyKy 4To-TO? — MPeanoaoxui XpyMm.

— OmHa BYepa MpuxoauIa 3a caxapoM U MojTyaca BO3WIACH B KJIAJI0BKE, 1 CIIBIIIAI 3BOH OAHOK.

— Mo 3aeck He npu 4éM, — Ckaszana Beponuka, — 1 HUKTO He npu uyéMm. IIpocro...
IIPOCTO Y MEH$I ITPONaJl peLerT.

— Kakoii perient? Jls1 6ynodek? Thl e ero Hau3ycTh MOMHUIIIB !

— He nns 6ynouek, XpyMm. Penient Toro kak 4yBCTBOBaTh BKYC, — BepoHuka mosepHysach
K HeMy 1 XpyM yBUZEI, UYTO €€ I71a3a CyXue, HO IMyCThle, OyATO JBE cepble MyroBuIlbl. — 1 BcTasa
CETOJHSI YTPOM, a BCE BOKPYT ... TIepecTasio ObITh cOO0M. Taroyku — He TarovKH, a MPOCTO TPAIKU
Ha Horax. BapeHbe — He BapeHbe, a Oe3BKycHasi Macca. Sl Buxy BCE, HO HUYero He YyBCTBYIO.
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XpyM XOTeJl YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO BMECTO STOTO OTKPBUI U 3aKPBUT POT HECKOJIBKO pa3, Kak phioa,
BeIOpOIIIeHHAs1 Ha Oeper. [1oToM B3/10XHYI, HATSHYJI CBUTEp Ha 00a yXa — OT BOJTHEHHSI — U CKa3aJ:

— A Moxer, Tebe mpocTo Hafo OTAOXHYTh? Che3auTh Kyaa-HuOyab? POHIOM rOBOPUT, Ha foTe
XOpOIIIO, TaM GaHaHbl pacTyT. $1 ciplman oT OaHAHOB JJaKe CaMblil TPYCTHBIN CTAHOBUTCS 1yTh Bece-
nee.

— Jleno He B OaHaHaX, — oTBeTWIa Beponuka, — Jleno Bo MHe. YTO-TO BO MHE CJIOMAJIOCh.
WNnm konumnock. Kak necok B yacax, KOrja ero rnepechnarT U3 OAHOU MOJOBUHKY B IPYTyIO CIIULI-
KOM MHOTO pa3.

XpyM rodecat HOC ! ye OTKPbLT POT, YTOOBI IPEIOKUTH KOMIIOT U3 peBeHsI (OH CIIbIIIAN, YTO
pEBEHb TIOMOTaeT OT Bcex OOJIe3HeH, XOTs caM HU pa3y ero He mpoOoBa), KOraa B JBEpb MOCTYYalIH.

He 10 uT0OBI B IBepb — B /1Beph B YioTHOH Poire HUKTO He cryyan. Bee Bxonmm 6e3 cnipoca,
MIOTOMY 4TO JIBEpb HUKOIA HE 3alIMpajiach Ha KJII0Y (KJII0Y BUCEJI Ha IBO3JIMKE C HAPYKHOIM CTOPOHBI
IJ1s IOPSIZIKA, HA UM HUMKTO HE IMOJIb30Bajcs) A TYT CHavyaJla 3aMsUINCh, IOTOM HECMEJIO LaparHyiv
KOTOTKOM I10 JIepeBY, MIOTOM Pa3JajloCh TOHKOE, MPOTSKHOE «M-M-M-M». 3ByK ObUI TIOXOX Ha TyJie-
HUE OIMHOKOM ITUesTbl WM Ha KanoOy CKPHUIIKH, Y KOTOPOW PBETCS MOCEIHSIS CTPyHA.

— Yt0 3107 — cnpocut Xpym.

— He 3na10, — orBeTiiIa BepoHnka, XOTS BHYTPU HEE 4TO-TO — Ta caMasi IIyCToTa — HaCTo-
POXUIIACH U TTPUCITYHIATIACh, — HO HAJI0 OTKPHITH.

Ona nopomna K JBEpH, MOTporajga KeJe3Hbl 3aCOB (KOTOPBIA TOXKE BUCEN IS MOPSIKA,
IIOTOMY 4TO HMKTO M HMKOI'J]a €r0 HE 3a/IBUrajl) U pacnaxHyia e€.

Ha nopore, Ha nonoBuuke, jiexan KTo-To oueHb MajieHbkui. CHayasia BepoHuka u He 3ameTuiia
HUYEro, OyATO KaKOW-TO JIMUCT MPWIUI K MONOBUKY. [ToTOM mogymara, 4to 3To Kycouek cepeOpsiHOi
OyMaru ot KOH(eTh — Takue KOH(EThI MPUHOCKJ ¢ Iora POHI0I1, OHM ObLIH B OJIECTAIIMX 00EPTKAX,
1 Mo notom codupaiia OOEPTKY U KJIenIa U3 HUX EJIOUHBIE UTPYIIKH.

Ho Gymara He ABIIIUT, a TO CYIIECTBO ABIIIATO0: €r0 OOKa YyTh 3aMETHO B3/IbIMAJIUCH U BMECTE
C KaX[IBIM BJJOXOM OHO C/1a00 CBETUIJIOCH XOJIOIHBIM, OEJIBIM CBETOM.

— DTO JpaKoH, — HEYBEPEHHO CKa3ajl XpyM, OH IMOJOMIEN C3aI1 U Teriepb 3arsapiBai Bepo-
HUKEe uepes 1e40. — TONbKO JpakoHbI He ObIBAIOT cepeOpsSHBIMU U Pa3MEPOM C Tpelikuii opex. U
OHM OOBIYHO HE JIeXKaT Ha MOpore, a JIETAIoT Iie-HuOyab B ropax.

— U He m3paoT Takoro 3ByKa, — A00ABWJI OTKyHa-TO COOKY NMHCKJISABBIA ronoc. Beponuka
B3/IpOTHYJIA: U3 — 3a yIJla KyXHU NOsIBUJIach MoJuiy, € JIO)KKON MEa BO PTy. — VY HEro HOTa «MHU-
6eMonb» 3actpsuia B ropiie. Cipiiute? Beuno mu-6emons. Camas kanoOHast Hota. HukTo Ha Heit
BECEJIBIX TIECEH HE UCIIONHSIET.

Mo 6bi1a ipaBa. CyIiecTBo MpoAosIKalo U3aBaTh CBOE TATYyYee «M-M-M-M», M 9Ta HOTa
pasnuBaiach MO KyxHe, IMpocavyuBalach B IIEIM MEX]y MOJOBULAMM, 3aCTaBlisAsl CTEKJa B OKHaX
cJierka BUOPHPOBATh M JaXke CTapblii YallHUK Ha TUIUTE OT3BIBAJICS KOPOTKUM 3BOHOM.

Beponuka meyieHHO orycTusIach Ha KOpTouky. CyIlecTBO Jiexkasio CBEpHYBUIMCH [IOUTH B UE-
QJIBHBIN KPYT, €ro MOJYMpPO3pavyHble KPbUIbsi ObUIM TOXOKH Ha JITIECTKH, HE OMIINCh, & MEJICHHO
KOJIe0aJHCh, KaK BOAOPOCIIH, B OE3BETPEHHOM 3aBOAM Ha JIHE CAaMOTO CIIOKOMHOTO Tpy/a.

— OH xo501HbIN, — cKa3asia Beponuka npotsiHyB pyky. OHa He Kacaiach, HO XOJI0]1 yKe JTU3ajl
e€ KoKy — He OOKMIalolIni, a Kak-Oy/ATO y3HaBaeMBblid, 3HAKOMBIA. By/TO TOT X010/ K11 BHYTpU
He€ BCE yTPo, a Tereph BHINOI3 HAPYKY, UTOOBI BCTPETUTHCS CO CBOMM COOPATOM.

— He Tporaii ero, — npeaynpeauiaa Mosu. — Bapyr oH kycaercsa? [IpakoHsl BooOIe To
KycaloTcsl. XOTs 110 3BYKY OH CKOpee 3aIllayeT, YeM YKYCHT..

Ho Beponwnka yxe NpoTsHyna JIaqoHb, packpbiia e€ u CepeOpsiHblil [IpakOHUMK — eciu
KOHEYHO 3TO ObLJT IPAKOH ME/IJIEHHO, C OOJIBIIMM TPYIOM (XOTSI KPbUIbsl Y HETO ObLIH, JIETATh OH SIBHO
HE MOT) TOATON3 K €€ JIAJOHH U CBEpHYJICS TaM KJITyOKOM, TUIOTHO MPHKABIIMCH K TEMION Koxke. Ero
XOJIOJ] TPOHUK CKBO3b KOXKY U TOIIEN BBEPX IO 3aMSCTHIO, MO MPEIIeyblo, J00pascs 10 JIOKTS U
OCTaHOBWJICS TjIe-TO B paiioHe ruteda. He 605bHO, HO ciierka crpaniso. [IpoctpancTBo BHyTpH Bepo-
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C. JlaB. «BepoHuka u cepeOpstHbIN APAKOHINK>»

HUKH, KOTOpOe OBUIO MYCTHIM C CAMOT0 yTpa, BAPYT MEPECTaIO ObITh MYCTHIM — OHO HAIOJIHUIIOCH
3TUM y3HABAEMbIM XOJIOIOM.

— Tol TOXE MOTEPSIT BKYC? — TUXO cripociia BepoHuka, misijisi B KpolieyHble 1J1a3a. [pakon-
YHK U347 3BYK MIOrpoMue, Kak OyATO MOATBEpKAasi. XpyM MeJICHHO MOHEC K HeMy OYJIOUKY C IJia-
3ypbio. Ho pakoHUYuMK Jaxe He 1eBebHysIca. MoJui IpOoTsHy/Ia Kalllio MEa Ha KOHYMKE NaJiblia
CYILIECTBO MpOoUrHopupoBasio. Kiénka, KoTopblii HEU3BECTHO KOT/ja M Kak MOSIBUJICA B ABEPSIX CYHYJI
JpakOHYMKY U3IOMUHY U CBOETO KapMaHa, HO U3I0M TaK:Ke OCTaJICSl HE TPOHYTBIM.

— OH He ecT, — KoHcTaTupoBajia Mo, — He mbeT. TombKko rynuT u cBetutcs. [10b3b1 OT
HEro — HOJIb.

— 3at0 OH Kak OyJTO MOHMMaeT, — ckasajia Beponuka. OHa nopHecna [IpakoH4MKa K JIHILy.
Kporeunsie cepeOpsiHble T1a3KK TIOCMOTpPENU Ha He€ 0e3 BCAKOTO BBIPKEHHS] — B HUX HE ObLIO
HU TIPOCBOBI, HA CTpaxa, HU Hajiexkpl. TOBKO POBHBIN, CIIOKOWHBIA CBET, Kak y (hOHApPsI, KOTOPBI
3HAET, YTO PaHO WJIM MO3JHO ero 3aXryT. BepoHnka mouyBcTBOBaIA CTPAHHOE POACTBO, OYATO OHU
¢ JpakoHunKoM ObLTM OTHOM mprposl ceiyac. Oba motepsm uyTo-To BakHoe. O0a MpeBpaTuiIvch
B TUXMIA, XOJOAHBIM KOMOK TIOCPEIY CEpOro Mupa.

— 4 3Ha10 4yTO AENaTh, — BAPYT IMIPOU3HECIIA OHA. [ 0J10C €€ Mpo3ByYal TBEPIO, ITOYTH BECEIO,
HO 3Ty BECEIOCTh MOXHO OBUIO IPUHSATH CKOpee 3a JIMXopaaky. — MHe HyxHo Ha [Tonsny [evas-
HbIX PoHapeit. Tam, B ctapoM mKady, KOTOPbI CTOUT HAa KPalo MOJSHBI, €€ OCTATNUCh KOe-KaKkue
BelIU. JIEHTbI, IyrOBULIbI, OCKOJIKH 3€pKaJl... 5 OCTPOIO 1Sl HErO MECTO.

— Kakoe mecto? — cnipocuit Xpym, yke MOHUMasi, YTO OTBET eMy He TOHPABUTCS.

— Xpanunuiie, — oTBeTuIa BepoHunka, BcraBas v 3acoBbiBasi IpakoHUrKa B kKapMaH — Xpa-
Hwmmie OcteiBimx CrenoB. Tam OyayT XpaHUTBCSI UyBCTBA, KOTOpble MOKUHYJIM Hac. Kak BbICy-
IIIEHHBbIE 1[BETHI B repOapuu. Kak mrcbMa KOTopble HEeKOMY OTIpaBUTh. Kak M MMeHa, KOTOpble Bce
M0320bLTH.

— 9T0 3BYYUT KaK HayaJlo OYEHb IUIOXOM MO3MBbI, — 3aMeTHiia MoJuii, — WM Kak KOHell
XOPOLIEH.

Ho Beponuka y:xe He ciyniana. OHa HaKMHYJIa Ha IJIEYU CEepYIo Iajib, Ty CaMylo YTO CBS3aJIa U3
mepctu Kosbi-uto-niepecrana-0oaaTbesi, CyHysa HOTU B OOTHHKH Ha TOJICTOM MOAOIIBE (IIOTOMY YTO
nopora 1o [TosstHe! ObLTa JOITOM ¥ KAMEHUCTO! ) M HarpaBUJIach K 1Bepu. Ha mopore oHa oO6epHyiach,
nocMoTpesa Ha Xpyma, Ha Mosuti, Ha Ki€nky, KoTopblid yxe jkeBall OylIouKy, U cKa3aa:

— He xoaure 3a MHOM 1 HE MILUTE, s1 BEPHYCh, KOl MTOMMY, IIe HATHU MOTEPsSIHHbIE YYBCTBA.

W nipex e uem KTo-1m00 ycrien e€ OCTAaHOBUTD, IPEIIOKHUTH B3STh C COOOH TEIITbIE HOCKH HJTH
OyTtepOpon, BepoHuka maraynia B cepslil cajl cesa Ha BeJIOCHIIe]] U CKPbLIach B TyMaHe.
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C. JlaB. «BepoHmka n cepeOpsHBI JPAKOHUHK»

TymaH ObLT TyCTBIM U TATYYMM, Kak Kucesb. OH OOMNerIsi BETKH, CTEJUICS 10 3eMIle, 3a0U-
paJics B pyKaBa 1 3a IIMBOPOT. BepoHuKa exaa o ajijiee, Ho Kojieca BeJIOCUIIe/Ia He 3ByJalii: TyMaH
CheJial 3BYKH.

XpyM, Momumu u Knénka ocranuchk CTosiTh Ha iopore, IJsiis ei BCies.

— OmHa 3a0bU1a B34Th OYJIOUKU WM TleueHbe, — CKa3al HakoHel XpyM. CJioBa 1aiuch eMy ¢
TPY/IOM, K TOPJTy TOAKATHIBAJI KOM, KaK OyTO OH TIPOTJIOTHII LIETYI0 OYJIOUKY 1 OHA 3aCTpsijia MOTepEK.
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C. JlaB. «BepoHuka u cepeOpstHbIN APAKOHINK>»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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