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Introduction

“Satire is tragedy plus time”, as stated by Lenny Bruce, the
famous comedian and social critic. Centuries must pass, he
wrote, before any tragic event or account of an arch-villain may
suitably appear in satirical works.

Westerners may have a chronological outlook and a logical
perception of past events, while Russians have exhibited their
own peculiar attitude towards time and perpetual adversity,
which they indefatigably treat as temporary. Considering Russia’s
long, lurid history and paradoxical present, satire concerning
itself and its people is the inexhaustible resource which remains
in abundance.

Juvenal, a Roman poet, wrote: “It is difficult not to write
satire.” Had he ever lived in Russia, he would have stated that it
was impossible not to.

This books represents what the word “satire” (Lat. satura)
initially meant — a dish filled with a mixture of various
ingredients. This satirical medley comprises the quotations of
writers and satirists of different epochs, genres and political
beliefs. Being a dual-language book, it would be an appropriate
tool for those learning either English or Russian as a foreign



language. It is also perfect for anyone who enjoys original
humour and lesser-known quotes from Russian satirists and
writers.

We would like to apologize in advance that some of the
quotations may be misattributed. This may partly be because
some satirists and stand-up artists formed collaborations, leading
audiences to associate certain quotes and anecdotes with the
performers rather than the writers. We must also note that there
are such sentiments that arise equally in the statements and
stories of various individuals, leading to quotations that may
be both original and almost identical to others. This overlap
of thought and ideas is to be expected among comedians who,
through their perspicacity and powers of observation, have a
deeper understanding of the social and political landscape of
their country.









Russia and Beyond /
Poccus u 3apyoekbe

Ecnu genioBek 10BOJIEH BIIACTBIO, TO JIMOO OH HE B Kypce, JIM0O
— B gone. (Cemern Anvmos)

If a person is happy with his government, he is either out of
the picture, or a part of it. (Semyon Altov)

% %k %k

Ham ypoBeHb ku3HM — WX YpoBeHb cMepTH. (Cemen Anb-
mog)

Our standard of life is their level of death. (Semyon Altov)

% %k 3k

Kyna He cTynasna Hora yenoBeka, TaM emié XuTh MoxHo. [1u-
BWJIM3alMs TaM, riae HuKkoro HeT. (CeMeH AJIBTOB)

Wherever no man has set foot, it is still possible to live.
Civilization is where there is no one. (Semyon Altov)



WHocTpaHHasi TeppUTOpUsl yTHETAIa HEECTECTBEHHOU YUCTO-
TOW Y MOJO3PUTENILHO MAXJIO YeM-TO BKYCHBIM. (CemeH AJIbTOB)

The foreign land depressed me with its unnatural cleanness

and there was a suspicious smell of something tasty in the air.
(Semyon Altov)

[Monmnons eme 6muxe: Ky, KPeCTATCs U BOIKY IbIOT, — HY,
3HAuYuT, pycckue! (Huxonati Jleckos)

I crawled a bit closer and saw that they were crossing

themselves and drinking vodka. Well, they are Russians then!
(Nikolai Leskov)

B Poccuu HeBo3MokHOCTH HET. (Huxonaii Jleckog)

There is no impossibility in Russia. (Nikolai Leskov)



$1 Goroch, UTO y PYCCKOU JIMTEPATyphl OIHO TOJIBKO OymyIee:
e€ npouwuioe. (Eszenuti 3amsamun)

I am afraid that Russian literature has only one future — in
its past. (Yevgeny Zamyatin)

Hapon 6e3monBeTByeT Matom. (Apkaduti /lasudosuy)

The speechless nation curses. The nation curses in its
speechlessness. (Arkady Davidowitz)

% %k %k

Korna Kurait craner cBepxiepxkaBoy, OTBOIOET JIK OH Y AMe-
puku Cubups? (Apkaouti /Jasudosuu)

When China becomes a superpower, will it win back Siberia
from the USA? (Arkady Davidowitz)



Hapon Binoxui1 Bce cBOe COCTOSIHUE B A€BaJIbBALMIO. (Apka-
outi lasuoosuu)

The nation has invested all its fortune into devaluation.
(Arkady Davidowitz)

Hapop ronocyer, He BMeMBasACh B MOJMTUKY. (Apkaduii /la-
61008UY)

The nation votes without getting involved in politics. (Arkady
Davidowitz)

OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 32 BOMHY HeCyT MOOeKAeHHbIE. (ApKkaouli
asuoosuu)

The blame for a war lies with the defeated. (Arkady
Davidowitz)



Panbliie MbI mmyrajiv MUp CUIJION, Terieph caboCThio. (Apkaouii
Jlasuoosuu)

We once scared the world with our power. Now we scare them
with our weakness. (Arkady Davidowitz)

% %k %k

VY Hac noxue JIoau, 3aTo Kakou Xopommid Hapon! (Apkaduti
asuoosuu)

We have bad people but such a good nation! (Arkady
Davidowitz)

UYesnoBek, HEHaBUAAIIMNA IPYrold Hapoj, He JIOOUT W COO-
cTBeHHbIU. (Hukonaii /[o6poniobos)

A person who hates other nations has no love for his own.
(Nikolay Dobrolyubov)



Poccusi — 310 rcnpaBUTEIbHO-TPYIOBAsT KOJIOHUS JJTIsI HEVC-
MIPaBUMBIX ONITUMUCTOB. (AnOopeli Knvuues)

Russia is a correctional labour colony for incorrigible
optimists. (Andrei Knyshev)

Kaxk TpaHcopMupoBaiicss N3BEYHBIN BOIIPOC PYCCKOU MHTEII-
JIATEHITUU:

Komnern 19-ro Beka. “Yro nenarn?”

Hauaso 20 B. “Hano uyro-To menars...”

30—50-¢ rr. “Yro genaerca!..”

70—80-¢ rr. “Yto noxenaenn?”

90-¢e rr. “Illo 3a gena?!”

Hau. 21 Beka. “Tebe uto, nenarh Oosbine Hedero?” (Auopeii
Knvuues)

The frequently-discussed question of the Russian
intelligentsia transformed throughout the ages.

At the end of the 19th century: “What is to be done?”

Early 1920s: “We’ve got to do something...”



1930s-1950s: “What is being done?!”

1970—1980s: “What can you do?”

1990s: “What the hell are we doing?” Beginning of the
21st century: “Don’t you have anything better to do?” (Andrei
Knyshev)

JleMoKkpatuss — 3T0 JUKTaTypa BCEX IPOTUB KaxXIOoro. (Aw-
Opeli Knvlues)

Democracy is the dictatorship of each and every one against
one another. (Andrei Knyshev)

% %k 3k

Kaxercs, Kojeco MCTOpUM HE paCCYMTAHO Ha HAlllW JIOPOTH.
(Buxmop Illenoeposuu)

It seems that the chariot of history is not designed for our
roads. ( Victor Shenderovich)

JIio60Bb K PomyiHe 1 HEHABUCTh K Held — JIBe CTOPOHBI OTHON



mMenanu. (Bukmop Illerndeposuu)

Love and hatred of one’s homeland are two sides of the same
coin. (Victor Shenderovich)

Kaxercs, y Hamrero mporioro oosnsinoe oymyiee. (Bukrop
[enpepoBuy)

Our past, it seems, has great potential to be rewritten in the
future. ( Victor Shenderovich)

Ucropust Poccun — 6opbba HeBeKeCTBA C HECTIPABEIJIMBO-
cThlo. (Muxaun Keaneuxuii)

Russian history is a perpetual fight between ignorance and
injustice. (Mikhail Zhvanetsky)

% %k 3k

Uro Ob1 HU Jienan vesioBek B Poccuu, Bce paBHO, €ro kKaJiko.
(Muxaun Beanep)



No matter what a man does in Russia, it is impossible not to
feel sorry for him. (Mikhail Veller)

% %k ok

B Mockge ectb Bce, Kpome nipaBapl. (Muxaun Beaaep)

You can find everything in Moscow except for the truth.
(Mikhail Veller)

KpeTuHsl — pesiky, HCTUHHO-PYCCKME JIIOOU B BBICHIEH CTe-
NIEHU PEJIKU, CJeI0BATEIbHO, ICTUHHO-PYCCKHE JIIOIU B BBICOKOM
creneHu Kpetunsl. (Cawa Yépuviii)

Cretins are extremely rare, as are truly Russian people. Truly
Russian people are, therefore, very likely to be cretins. (Sasha
Chorny)

B Poccuu cypoBOCTb 3aKOHOB YMEPSIETCSI MX HEUCTIOJTHEHUEM.
(Ilemp Bsizemckuii)



In Russia, the severity of laws is diminished by the general
disinclination to uphold them. (Pyotr Vyazemsky)

% %k ok

B xu3HU xopoiiiee cirydaeTcs, a Xyaoe cobiBaercs. (Ilemp Bsi-
3eMCKUIL)

In Russia good things occur, and bad things come true. (Pyotr
Vyazemsky)

Poccust — rocynapctBo Oyayiero, OO0 MpOIILIOe ee YKacHO,
a Hacrosiniee TymaHHo. (Cepeeii /loeramos)

Russia is a country of the future because its past is awful, and
its present is gloomy. (Sergei Dovlatov)

% %k %k

Meuta poccHiiCKMX Bpaueil — 4ToO0bI OeIHbIe HUKOTIA He 00-
Jienu, a Goratble HUKOTA He BbI3AopaBnuBaiu. (Muxaun 3adop-
HO8)



The dream of Russian doctors is for the poor to always be
healthy and the rich to always be sick. (Mikhail Zadornov)

% %k ok

Hawm nerye nzo6pecty Be3Aexoll, YeM OTPEMOHTHUPOBATh JI0-
poru. (Muxaun 3adopros)

It is easier for us to invent an off-road vehicle than to repair
our roads. (Mikhail Zadornov)

% %k %k

Mb1 — yauBUTEITBHBIE JIIOAU. XOTHM KUTh KaK BCE, TIPU 3TOM
OBITh HETMIOXOXKHMMHM Ha OCTAIBHBIX. (Muxaun 3adopros)

We are extraordinary people — we want to live like everyone
else, and yet be different from them. (Mikhail Zadornov)

% %k %k

TONBKO pYCCKMIA YeJIOBEK, €CIM €My Pa3pelinTh JiesaTh Bee,
YTO YrofHO, He Oy/eT jAearh BooOie Huuero. (Muxaun 3adop-
HO8)



Only a Russian man, if allowed to do anything, will do nothing
at all. (Mikhail Zadornov)

Eciu ux kanuranausm 3arHUBajl COIMAIbHO, TO HAIll COLMa-
JIU3M — KanuTajibHO. (Muxaua 3adopros)

Their capitalism is decaying socially, while our socialism is
decaying capitally. (Mikhail Zadornov)

% %k %k

Pycckuil yenoBek JIIOOUT BCIIOMUHATH, HO HE JIIOOUT KUTb.
(Aumon Yexos)

A Russian man likes to remember, but does not like to live.
(Anton Chekhov)

OH HaHsUT aKTEPOB, YTOOBI T€ HEC/IU JIIO/ISIM €r0 MBICIIH: BJla-
CTH OKa3JIUCh XUTPer — OHU HaHsM 3putenen! (I puzopuii I 'o-

put)



He hired actors so they could relay his thoughts to the people.
The authorities turned out to be craftier — they hired the
spectators. (Grigori Gorin)

Be3ém HeHyKHOe Ha JJauy B HAJIEK /1€ — MOXKET ObITh COIIPYT.
(Baaoumup Ionsixos)

We take the junk to our country home in the hope that some
things will be filched. (Vladimir Polyakov)

% %k %k

Bracts pa3BiiekaeTcs Kak Oy/ATo B 3arace ecTh APYroi Hapojl.
(Baaoumup Ionsixos)

Authorities abuse their nation as if more nations are in stock.
( Vladimir Polyakov)

Bopbba ¢ moxmenbeM WM JIeHbI0O HApOMHBIA BU E€IMHO-
60pcTB. (Baadumup Ionskos)



The struggle against idleness and hangover is a nationwide
battle. (Viadimir Polyakov)

BykBa 3akoHa, ofo3peBaro s, He U3 Halero ajidasura. (Buk-
mop @paiioa)

The letter of the law is not, I suspect, from our alphabet.
(Victor Fraida)

[loBessio BETPOM NEPEMEH CO CBAJIKUA UCTOPHUH. (Buxmop
Dpaiioa)

The winds of change have begun to blow over the scrapyard
of history. (Victor Fraida)

Ecmu BBl petimim tBEpIo
Camoriet yraarp Ha 3anaj,
Ho He moxere npuaymars,



Yem nWJIOTOB HaMyrarh,

[lounTaiite UM OTPBIBKU

N3 cerogHsIHen ra3zeTsl, —

W onm B cTpany Jolyio

Bwmecre ¢ Bamu ynietar. (I pueopuii Ocmep)

If you want to go west by hijacking a plane

And you need a tool with which to threaten the flight crew,
Take the national newspapers, read headlines to them —
They will fly away with you to any other lands. (Grigoriy Oster)






Values and Society /
IleHHOCTH M 00IIECTBO

S mo6mo monei. 1 rotoB nx Bcex 0OHATh. OOHATH M KPETIKO
npuxarh K cede. Tak mprkarh, 9TOObI OHM OOJIBIIE HE TUKHYJITH.
(Apkaouti Asepuerko)

I love people. I am ready to hug them all. To hug and hold
them tight. To hold them so tight that they can no longer utter a
sound. (Arkady Averchenko)

VlcTuHHO CBETCKHUE JII0IM MOTYT UMETh YCIieX B OOIIeCTBE U
CBETE — MOMMMO BCEX JIPYTMX Ka4eCTB — TOJIBKO B ABYX CJIy4da-
SIX: WIK KOTJIa OHU XOPOIIO PaCCKa3bIBAIOT aHEKJOThI, MJIA KOT/1A
OHM aHEKJIOTOB COBCEM HE PAaCcCKa3bIBAIOT. .. (Apkaouii Aeepuer-
Ko)

Putting aside their other qualities, truly fine gentlemen may
be successful in public and high society only in two cases. Either
when they are good at telling jokes, or when they tell no jokes
at all. (Arkady Averchenko)



Boo6111ie MOXHO B3ATh 32 TPABUJIO: MOHAPXUSI KUBA MPEIKa-
MU, a pecyOIMKa — IMOTOMKaMU. B KOHCTUTYIIMOHHBIX Xke CTpa-
HaX — CMECh TOTrO U APYroro. (Apkaouii Aeéepuerko)

One can take it as a rule: a monarchy survives on account
of its ancestors, while a republic lives due to its descendants.
In constitutional states there is a mixture of both. (Arkady
Averchenko)

YecTHOCTBH €ro MpOCTO CIAEACTBHE HEOCTATKA BOOOPaKEHUSI.
(Apxaouii Aeepueriko)

His honesty is merely a result of an inadequate imagination.
(Arkady Averchenko)

[Tpex e yem MovyBCTBOBATh Ce0s1 YHUKEHHBIM, YOEIUCh, UTO
TeOs1 yHu3WIH. (Cemern Anvnog)



Before you feel humiliated, make sure you have been
humiliated. (Semyon Altov)

['ne yxe HaM ¢ BaMM 3a OJTHUM CTOJIOM Yall MUTb, KOT/AA MbI
MO-BallleMy MOPILIUTLCA He yMeeM. (Huxonaii Jleckog)

Who are we to drink tea at your table when we cannot even
put on a frowning look such as yours. (Nikolai Leskov)

% %k ok

Haxe y npeBHUX — HamOosee B3pOCible 3HAIN: UCTOUHHUK
npaBa — CWJIa, IpaBO — (PYHKUUA OT cuibl. (Eeeenuii 3ams-
MUH)

Even in ancient times the most aged people were aware that
the source of law is power. Law is a function of power. (Yevgeny
Zamyatin)

4l yenoBek, U HUUTO CKOTCKOE MHE He UyXkJo. (Apkaduii /la-
61008UY)



I am a human being and nothing bestial is foreign to me.
(Arkady Davidowitz)

CBobOopna, paBeHCTBO, OpaTCTBO — 3TO JieOe/Ib, paK U IIyKa.
(Apxaouii /lasudoeuu)

Liberty, equality, fraternity are like the fabled Swan, Pike, and
Crawfish. (Arkady Davidowitz)

% %k %k

Korna uensl kycatorcsi, Hapoq 3BepeeT. (Apkaduii /lasudosuu)

When prices bite, the nation goes savage. (Arkady
Davidowitz)

Jlyume mepeoberiarh, yem HepooOemars. Hapon He moout
Kagnsix. (Apkaouii /lasudosuu)

It is better to over-promise than to under-promise. Nobody



likes the greedy. (Arkady Davidowitz)

% %k %k

3akon Xeorica: Oecrioie3HOe CTPOMTCSI HAaBEUHO. (Apkaduii
asuoosuu)

Cheops’ Law: useless things will forever be built. (Arkady
Davidowitz)

B BoitHe moOexaaoT Mapoa€psl. (Apkaduii /lasudosuu)
Wars are won by looters. (Arkady Davidowitz)

% %k %k

Bpewmsi oT BpemeHu 4esioBe4ecTBO BO3BPAIIAETCs K 3[paBOMY
CMBICITY, TIONOOHO aJIKOTOJIUKY, TIOCTOSIHHO OpOCAIoIIEMy THTh.
(Apxaouii /Jaeudosuu)

Humanity occasionally comes to its senses, like an alcoholic
who is perpetually giving up drinking. (Arkady Davidowitz)



Ecnu TanmaHT Henmb3s MpoAaTh, €ro CUATAOT OE30apHOCTHIO.
(Apxaouii /lasudosuu)

If you cannot sell your talent, it is considered mediocre.
(Arkady Davidowitz)

Ecmu 3710 moGesxaaeT, ero o0bABISI0T 100poM. (Apkaduii Ja-
61008UY)

If Evil wins, it is proclaimed to be Good. (Arkady Davidowitz)

% %k %k

UYetoBeK eCTh )KUBOTHOE, YCTPEMIIEHHOE B KOCMOC. (Apkaouti
lasuoosuu)

A human being is spaceward animal. (Arkady Davidowitz)



UYecTHblil NONUTUK He niepenipoaaetcs! (Apkaouii /Jasudosuu)
An honest politician cannot be resold. (Arkady Davidowitz)

% %k ok

Crpenbba ecTh nepegaya MbIC/IEN Ha pacCTOSTHUU. (/Jon-Amu-
HA00)

Shooting is thought transference. (Don-Aminado)

% %k ok

3acTeHYMBOroO YeJioBeKa Be3Jie 3aTOJIKAIT — U B METPO, U B
[HapctBun HeGecnom. (/Jon-Amurnado)

A shy person will feel constrained everywhere — both on the
subway and in the kingdom of heaven. (Don-Aminado)

% %k %k

Jlydriie ObITh OTHOCUTENIBHO MPABIMBBIM, YeM MPUOTU3UTEb-



HO YeCTHBIM. (/JoH-Amunaoo)

It is better to be relatively truthful than approximately honest.
(Don-Aminado)

Jlesxayero He OBIOT, a TEPIIENIUBO JOXUAAIOTCS, TIOKA OH BCTA-
HeT. (on-Amunaoo)

It is customary not to hit a man when he is down. Instead, one
just patiently waits till he gets up. (Don-Aminado)

% %k %k

PacieT BOEHHBIX HAyK BO3MOKEH TOJIBKO B MUPHOE BpeMsl.
(on-Amunaoo)

The golden age of military science is only possible during
peacetime. (Don-Aminado)

HukTo Tak HemaaHo He ObeT cliaboro, Kak APYrou ciaadbli,
KOTOPBIN UYYTOUKY CUJIbHEE ero. (Anexcanop 3urosves)



Nobody hits a weakling so mercilessly as a person who is only
slightly stronger than they are. (Alexander Zinoviev)

% %k ok

Ecnu u3BecTeH TBOM COIMaIbHBIN CTATYC (2 OH 3aMETEH C Iep-
BOTO B3MIsa!), TO 3apaHee U3BECTHO O Tebe BCe OCTaIbHOE, —
TO, KaK Thl KHMBEIIb U YTO JyMaellb. (Anexcanop 3uHoeves)

If your social status is visible at a glance, everything else about
you can be known, including the way you live and what you think.
(Alexander Zinoviev)

Be3HpaBCTBEHHO YUYUTb JIIOJIEH HPABCTBEHHOCTH B YCJIOBUSIX,
KOIJa HPaBCTBEHHOCTh YXYAIIAET UX KU3Hb. (Anekcanop 3uno-
6ves)

It is immoral to teach people morality under conditions in
which morality deteriorates their life. (Alexander Zinoviev)



B cutyaiiu, B KOTOpO# U3BpallleHbl Bce HOpMaJIbHbIe (DOPMBbI
pearupoBaHus U MOBEACHHUsI, HOPMAJIbHBIN YEJIOBEK KaXeTcsl TO
TPYCOM, TO TOJIELIOM, TO JABYJIMUHBIM. (Anekcanop 3uHosbes)

In situations where all norms of behaviour and reaction
are disrupted, an adequate person appears to be a coward, a
scoundrel, or two-faced. (Alexander Zinoviev)

% %k ok

Hawm BOWIIM B rosioBy, OyATO HApO[, €CTh HEYTO aOCOJIOTHO I10-
JIOXUTEIbHOE, HEeBUHHAS KepTBa 3710[IceB. A peasibHblii HapOJ
Ha CaMOM JieJIe MOXKET ObITh MacCOBBIM 3JIOM. (Asekcanop 3umo-
8ves)

They have drummed into us that a nation is an utterly positive
entity— an innocent victim of villains. A real nation, in actual

fact, can be utterly evil. (Alexander Zinoviev)

% %k ok

MBpI co3pany MUBUIN3AINI0, OOpPEKAIOITyI0 JIIoAel Ha OMHO-



YECTBO, — IMBWJIM3AIUS OTUHOKUX. (Anexcanop 3urosves)

We have created a civilization that dooms people to loneliness
— a civilization of the lonesome. (Alexander Zinoviev)

% %k 3k

KusHp ofHa. YcrpauBaiicsi B HEW Tak, YTOOBI APYTUM ObLIO
HE OYEeHb MPOTUBHO OT TBOETO KPATKOBPEMEHHOTO NPeObIBAHNS
B Hell. (Asnekcanop 3unosbes)

You only live once. Establish yourself in such a way that others
won’t be too disgusted by your short-term existence. (Alexander
Zinoviev)

Ecnu Bop 3a71€3 K BaMm B IyCTOM KapMaH, 3TO €I1I€ He T0Ka3bl-
Baet ero Oeckopsictust. (muav Kpomkuii)

If a pickpocket slips his hand into your empty pocket, it does
not mean that he is innocent. (Emil Krotky)



3nas cobdaka MBICIIEHHO JIaeT JIaXke TOorja, KOrjaa MOJYMT.
(Imuno Kpomxuii)

A vicious dog is barking mentally even when it is silent. (Emil
Krotky)

Ha cobaubeii BricTaBKe BUCEN psiaoM Tuiakathl: “Cobaka —
Hpyr yenoeka” u “Octeperaiitech codak!”. (Imuae Kpomiuii)

Two placards were placed at a dog show: “Dogs are man’s best
friend” and “Beware of the dogs!”. (Emil Krotky)

% %k 3k

Ha BcsKOro 3aBeayioniero €cTb CBOM 3aBUAYIOLIMM. (Imuab
Kpomxkuii)

For every man in charge there is a man with a grudge. (Emil
Krotky)



Mbimbs ctaBuia cebe B 3aCayry TO, YTO OHA HE €CT KOIIIEK.
(Imuno Kpomxuii)

A mouse gave itself credit for not eating the cat. (Emil Krotky)

% %k %k

['oBOps1, UTO BCe AENCTBUTENILHOE pa3yMHO, [ eresib He umen B
BUY Bac. (Imune Kpomkuii)

When he said that everything real is rational, Hegel wasn’t
talking about us. (Emil Krotky)

% %k %k

Ecmu Ob BOpBI COCTABIISIA OOJBIIMHCTBO, YECTHOCTh ObLIA
Obl HakazyeMma, Kak [Ipectrymienue. (dmuav Kpomiuii)

If thieves constituted a majority, honesty would be a
punishable offence. (Emil Krotky)



YecTHBIN YeIOBEK TUIOXO pazOupaercs B kusHu. (U. Uavgh u
E. I[lemposg)

An honest person does not know much about life. (1. Ilf and
Y. Petrov)

Ecim Obl yCcTpOMIIM KOHKYPC JIKEIOB, TO MOOEAUTH ObI CMOT
TOJIBKO TOT, KTO TOBOpWJI Obl ipaBay. (U. Hawvgh u E. [lempos)

In a competition of liars, the winner is the one who is telling
the truth. (L 1lf and Y. Petrov)

% %k 3k

4l no Harype JOOpsIK, YMHUIIA, JIIOOJIO MY3bIKY, PHIOHYIO JIOB-
JIo, Koulek. M BApyr Takoro HaTBOPIO, YTO XOTb IU1aub. (Eezenuil
Llsapy)

I am a very kind and smart person by nature — I like music,
fishing, cats. And then, all of a sudden, I can make such an



eyewatering mess. (Evgeny Schwartz)

% %k %k

B 3azop Mexay AByMs SMOXaMHd MOXET MPOBATUTHCS
HECKOJIbKO MOKoJIeHul. (Buxmop lllendeposuu)

Several generations may fall through the gap between epochs.
( Victor Shenderovich)

Bce nonersl B UICTOpUYECKUE MPONACTH, KAKKE IOMHUT YEJIOo-
BEYECTBO, COBEPLIAJIMCH KOJUIEKTUBHO, € (pylaraMy 1 IpeaMeTa-
MU KyJbTa, ¢ Kpukamu “ypa”. (Buxmop Llendeposuu)

All that of humanity’s recollection that has fallen into the
historical abyss was toppled in collectively, with flags and cult-
objects and shouts of “Hurray!”. (Victor Shenderovich)

% %k %k

Paz6orareBinve Jiioan HaC pa3apaxaTh He JOJDKHBI, TOIBKO Ha
ux ()oHEe MBI UYBCTBYEM CceOs1 YUECTHBIMU U TIOPSAAOYHBIMHU, ECITN
3TO eIlle KOMY-TO HYXKHO. (Muxaun ’Keaneyxuii)



We should not be annoyed by those who have grown rich.
Unlike them, only we may feel honest and decent. (Mikhail
Zhvanetsky)

[TpaBga — CIUIIKOM JOPOroi MPOLYKT, YTOOBI yIIOTPEeOIATh
€ro B 4ucToM Buje. (Muxaun Beanep)

Truth is too pricey a product to buy in its pure form. (Mikhail
Veller)

[MomutkoppekTHOCTh — Mpakobecne XXI Beka. (Muxaun
Bennep)

Political correctness is the obscurantism of the 21st century.
(Mikhail Veller)

B Cpennue Beka myOnuuHas Ka3Hb Obl1a OOLIETOPOACKUM
MPa3THUKOM U OCSCIJIATHBIM MacCOBbIM pa3BiiedeHrueM. CeMbsi-



MU UM C yTpa 3aHUMAaTh JIy4Illle MeCTa, C JeTUIIKaMu U Oe-
PEMEHHBIMU keHaMU. B Haie Bpems 9TO NOKa3bIBAIOT TOJIBKO B
k1HO. Ho perTuHr no-npexHeMy BbICOKUU. (Muxaun Beanep)

In the Middle Ages, a public execution was a citywide
celebration and free entertainment for the masses. Whole
families, with kids and pregnant women, would flock to them
early in the morning to find the best spots. Such scenes are only
shown at the cinema nowadays, but they are still very highly
rated. (Mikhail Veller)

[Ipn nmomoIiy BBeeHUs TaKUX ABYX BeJMUYWH, Kak ['ocnoap
1 [psBOJI, MOXXHO OOBSICHUTH a0COJIIOTHO BCE Ha JIIOOOM JTarle.
(Muxaun Beanep)

Absolutely everything can be explained by means of an
interaction between God and the Devil. (Mikhail Veller)

% %k %k

[Monp3a Mopany Bcerga MMeeT adCTpakTHyo (opMy, a Bpea
KOHKpETHYIO. (Muxaun Beanep)



While the benefits of morality always have an abstract form,
its harms are concrete. (Mikhail Veller)

% %k 3k

st TOro 4ToOBI BOPOBATH C YCIIEXOM, HY)KHO 00JIa/IaTh TOJIb-
KO MIPOBOPCTBOM U KaJHOCTHIO. JKaJHOCTh B 0COOEHHOCTH HEOO-
XO[MMa, TIOTOMY YTO 32 MIYIO KPaXy MOXKHO TOMACTb TOJ CY/.
(Muxaun Canmwixog-11ledpur)

In order to be a successful thief, you only need dexterity and
greed. Greed is especially important — you can go on trial even
for petty theft. (Mikhail Saltykov-Shchedrin)

% %k 3k

KpynHpiMu OyKBaMu TedaTajvch CJIOBA COBEPIICHHO HeECy-
IIIeCTBEHHBIE, a BCE CYIIECTBEHHOE M300paxaaoch CAaMbIM MeJl-
kuM 1pudtoM. (Muxaun Carmuikos-1lledpur)

Utterly insignificant words are printed in the largest font,
while everything noteworthy is found in the small print. (Mikhail
Saltykov-Shchedrin)



Uykre HeAOCTATKM Mbl CUATAEM CBOMMHU JIOCTOMHCTBAMHU.
(Muxaun Ceemnos)

We see the faults of others as our own virtues. (Mikhail
Svetlov)

HopmasbHoe 00IecTBO — 3TO KOTria My3bIKaHT U XyIOKHUK
NOJIb3YIOTCS MOJ3EMHBIM IEPEXOIOM N0 Ha3HauYeHUw. (Baaou-
mup Buwmesckuii)

A normal society allows musicians and artists to use
underground crosswalks for their intended purpose. (Viadimir
Vishnevsky)

TEJIEBU30P
CaeTdmuiics Sk,
HaouTbiii Toson,
W3 Bcex roBopsIImmx



OH camblii TyNo#u.

Takas paborta

Ho cynHoro qusa —
Benp Hy)€eH MHe KTO-ToO,
Krto xyxe meHs.
(Imumpuii bvikog)

TV

The Idiot’s lantern

Alike a rat race

Among all the whingers
The utmost disgrace.
The aim is to broadcast
“Til the End of all Time
The acts that surpassed
In their viciousness mine.
(Dmitry Bykov)

OgHuM W3 CEpbE3HBIX OIIYIIECHUW, CBSI3aHHBIX C HAIKMM
BpPEMEHEM, CTaJIO OIYyIleHNe HaJIBUTAIOIIErocs adcypaa, Korjaa
Oe3yMue CTAaHOBUTCSI OoJiee TN MeHee HOpMaJIbHBIM SIBJICHUEM.
(Cepeeii /losnamos)

One of the gravest feelings of our time is the perception of



impending absurdity, now that insanity has become a common
occurrence. (Sergei Dovlatov)

% %k 3k

VO6exIeHHOCTh B CBOEH MPaBOTE JA0KA3aTeIbCTBOM HE SIBJISI-
ercsl. (Cepeeii /Joeramos)

Self-righteous certainty is not proof. (Sergei Dovlatov)

% %k 3k

KoMI11eKChl €CTh Y BCeX HOPMAJIbHBIX JIIOJIEH, X HET TOJIBKO
y IIET€HEPATOB M JILLKHUKOB. (Cepeeli /loeramos)

All normal people have complexes — only degenerates and
skiers are devoid of them. (Sergei Dovlatov)

% %k ok

B 4éMm pazHMLIa MeX Iy TPYIIOM U IOKOMHUKOM? B oqHOM city-
yae — 3T0 MEPTBOE TeJlo. B 1pyrom — mMeprBas JIM4HOCTS. (Cep-
2eii /losnamos)

What is the difference between a corpse and a deceased



person? In the first case it is a dead body, in the second a dead
personality. (Sergei Dovlatov)

% %k 3k

YetoBEeK IIPUBBIK ceOsl CIIPAIMBATh: KTO 1?7 TaM y4eHbIi, 1o-
tep, eBpelt, UMMUTpaHT. A Hago Obl BCE BpeMs ceOsl Cripalliu-
BaThb: He TOBHO Jiu 7 (Cepeeii /loenamos)

A person is used to asking himself: “What am I? A scientist,
a driver, a Jew, an immigrant?” A person should instead ask

himself: “Am I an asshole?” (Sergei Dovlatov)

% %k %k

3HaHWe — 3TO UCTOpUsI BHUMaHHUA K nipupoae! (Muxaun 3a-
00opHO8)

Knowledge arises from the history of attention to nature.
(Mikhail Zadornov)
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