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He Tak yacto TEMHBIE Maru coOMpaTCs, YTOObI OOCYIUTHh CBOM KYTKHE JIea.
ITpaBma, y Koro-To mogoOHOE BHI3BIBAET CTpaX, a AJIsi HUX — MaroB, HEIOTIOHSIThIX
OCTJIbHBIM MUPOM, — 3TO BCETO JIMIITb TPUBBIYHBINA YKJIA], KU3HU.CKOJIBKO BCETO
COXPAHUJIOCh TAKUX UCTOPUI — HUKTO HE 3HAET, JAake caMu TEMHBIE (MO0 3auemM
UM 3TO HY’kHO?). HO HUKTO HE COMHEBaeTCs, YTO Kak/asi U3 HUX MO-CBOEMY
YIAUBUTENbHA: TJIE-TO CMEITHasI, IJie-TO MyTalolas, Tae-To Hejernas, a opou

Y HEOKWJAHHO TporaTesibHasi. Beib 3a MpauyHbIMU pUTYyajamMu, TPOKISATUAMMU

Y pa3roBopaMu O CMEPTU CKPBIBAIOTCS BITOJIHE KUBbIE JINUHOCTU CO CBOMMU
3a00TaMH, CTPaHHOCTSAMH U BEUHBIMH HeyaauamMu. 1 KTo 3HaeT — BO3MOXKHO,
camMoe CTpaITHOE, YTO MOXKET CJTYUUThCS C TEMHBIM MaroM, BOBCE He JIpeBHEe
MIPOKJISITUE, a OYepeIHasi BCTpeUa ¢ TAKMMHU ke KOoJUleramu.
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sonottell
Beuep :XKUBBIX MEPTBBIX U MOJYMEPTBbIX

I'naBa 1. Yen Tpyn?

[pomeéncs NErkuii AOKIb U OCTABWII TOCe ceOsl OCBEXKAIIUE 3arax chipocTu. OrpoMHbIe
Yachl 3aX0JTYCTHOTO TOPOJIKA IPOOKITH MOIHOYb. MHOTHE )KUTENH yKe CIIaJ, ¥ TOJIbKO HEMHOTHE U3
HUX 00J1a/1a)Ti XpaOPOCThIO OCTABATHCS HA YJIMIIE B CTOJIb TIO3[HUH Yac.

Bpaneke y nogqHOXus ropbl BO3BBILLIAJICSA CTAPUHHBIN 3aMOK. Ha maMATh 31EIIHUX CTApOKUIOB
MIPUXOJVII JIET€H/ Ibl, )KUBIIIHE JJOJITHE BeKa. [[peBHee CTpOoeHue IyCTOBAIO, 2 BHYTPEHHEe YOPaHCTBO
MBLUTWJIOCH Y BETIIAJIO, TIOKA HECKOJIBKO JECATWIETUI Ha3a]] B €r0 OKHAX BHOBb HE 3aMepLald OTHU.

be3ycioBHO, BO Bce BpeMeHa CYIIECTBOBAIM JIIOY, 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIE B PACKPHITUM TalH
1o pasHbpiM npuunHam. Cpeid HUX ObUTH IOHBIE SHTY3HACTHI, (POJIBKIOPUCTBI M TIPOCThIe OOBIBA-
TeJM, KOTOPHIM OblIa Hebe3pasanyHa cynpda ropoga. BoaMoxkHO, mocieaHue He 3psi epekruBaIi.
B neficTBUTEILHOCTH C KaXIbIM IOJOM HE3HAKOMIIEB, MIPOXOAUBIIMX MUMO JIEPEBSIHHOW TaOINYKU
«PokBenb», cTaHOBUIIOCH BCE Oostbiiie U Oonbiiie. HUKTO He cMOT TOYHO OIpeesuTh, KOraa UMEHHO
310 npou3onwio. Ho Bce cxonumrch BO MHEHHUH, UTO C 3aKPbITUEM LIEPKBU 3TH 3€MJIM OCTAJIMCh HE3a-
IIAIIEHHBIMA OT TEMHBIX CHJI.

Tor Beuep - He uckmoveHre. Tolma CTpaHHbIX JIIAEH, OAEThIX B HEB3PAYHbIE MAHTHH, MEJIbK-
HyJ1a Cpeliy YJMI], TO PACCHINAsACh MO MEpeyJIKaM, TO CJIMBAsCh BOEAMHO, 10 TOTO MOMEHTa, MOKa
HaKOHEI He CTYITIIa Ha TEPPUTOPHUIO 3aMKa. OOBIYHO MPOXOKUE OCTEPEraIMCh STOTO MECTa, CJIHIII-
KOM YK 3JIOBEIIIMM OHO Ka3ajioch. TeM Oosiee, UTo psijioM pacrnionarajoch kiaaouiie. [1o MecTHhIM
MOBEPBSIM, IO HOYaM TaM IMPOUCXOIAT CTPAIIHbIE BEIIH, XOTS HUKTO IO CUX MOP HE MOXET MOATBEP-
JUTb X CYILIECTBOBAHUE.

Ha nopore 3aMka cTpaHHBIX JIOIEN paayliHO NPUHSUIM. Te, KTO MPUILET BOBPEMsI, pacloo-
KUJIACh B TOCTUHOM 3aJie M NEPEKUHYJIMCh ApOouKoy cioB. [Toutn Bee ObuM B cOOpe, 3a MCKITIOUe-
HUEM HEKOTOpbIX rocredl. OOUH U3 HUX, B YEPHOM ILIAILE U 3aTACKAHHOW MAcCKe, OTKPbLI BBICOKYIO
BXOJIHYIO JiBepb. B x0iute 6b110 Ge3moaHo. MykurHa cpasy MOHsUI, Ky/a MITH, U CBEpHYJ BieBo. OH
MPOLIEN TEMHBIM KOPUI0pP, MUMO NOpTpeToB. KpaeMm riiaza 3BaHbIi TOCTh YBUIEN CEMENHBIN IOPTPET.
Ha ném Obl11 n300paskeHsl TPU YeI0BeKa; KeHIIMHA B 3JIETAHTHOM I1J1aThe CTOSUIA PSIIOM C PE3HBIM
CTYJIOM, Ha KOTOPOM CHJIeJl MYKUMHA, JEep:KaBIIUI Ha pyKax NEeBOYKY JieT msaATh. HerpymHo ObLIo
J0rajarbCsl, YTO ITOT 3aMOK ITPUHAJIEKAT UMEHHO 3TON ceMbe. Bripouem, 3arajouHblii My:K41HA B
MacKe M Tak 3TO 3Hall.

[TpeononeB KopuaOp, OH 3aIlEN B OAHKETHBIN 31, YK€ 3alOJTHEHHbI OCTAJIbHBIMU TOCTSIMHU.
KomHara Obi1a mpoctopHO#. BeICOKME OKHA JaBajii OOUIMPHBIA 0030p Ha KJIAJIOUIIE, a TaKkKe Ha
OKpauHbl roposia. HanmpoTrs OKOH pacrioyiokuiach IMPOKAs JIECTHULIA C Y30PUaThIMU MEpUIIA.

Hanpasnssice nansiie, 9pedoc, TOBOIbHBINA COOOH, MPUHSIICA OcMaTpuBaTh KOMHATy. He ycrien
OH TMOTOBOPUTH C MPUATENIAMH, KaK IMOKA3AICA XO3MH 3aMKa.

Bricokmii My’KUMHA B KOCTIOME ITOCMOTPEJT Ha HACTEHHBIE Yachl U MOCTy4at 1o 6okany. Ha Bug
eMy ObUTO He Oosbine Tpuaiati. Cpey coOpaBIIMXCs OH Ka3aJiCsl JJOCTATOYHO TPHBJICKATEIbHBIM:
cJierKa CMyIJiasi Koxa, HeOpexKHO coOpaHHbIe YEPHBIE BOJIOCH M BRIpa3uTesIbHAas yibiOKa. He cunras
TEMHO-MAJIMHOBBIX I71a3 U YEPHBIX KPYTOB MO INIa3aMH, OOBIYHBIE JIIOAU MPUHSLIN Obl €0 3a CBOETO.

Bce 3amepnu 1 ycTaBUIIMCh HA HETO.

- Ipy3bsi Mou... Y MeHs1 BaxkHast HOBOCTh. [loHMMal0, eig He Bce coOpaich, HO OHa HE TePITUT
OTJIaraTeNIbCTB... - OH clejan Oosiee cepbE3HbIi BUI, - py3bs... Mol caloBHUK KaK OOBIYHO ITOJI-
CTpUTaJl KYCThl, KaK BAPYT OOHapyXui Tpym!
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B tummae rocty neperisHyauck. HukTo He moHmMMat, dto nmporcxoaut. OcTaBuB OOKAJIBI ¢
HAIMUTKaMH1 Ha OaHKETHOM CTOJIe, OHU TIOJOILIH OJIMKe K JIECTHUIIE, Ha Mepriia KOTOPOM OOJIOKOTHJICS
XO3SIMH U HaYaJl BEpPTeTh KapMaHHbIE YaChl.

- Yto *ke 310 momydaercsi? He ycrenn Mbl TOIKOM cOOpaThCsl U OMSITh MPUKJTIOYMIIOCH HEKOE
MIPOUCIIECTBYE, - YAUBUJICS OIUH U3 COOPABIIMXCS.

XO0351H JIyKaBO OIJISIJIeJ IPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX - KA3aJI0Ch, UMEHHO TaKOTO a)KHMOTaXa OH U XK JaJl.

- 3Has Bac, Apy3bsi, U TeM Oosiee, 3Hasl Ballld UCTOPUH, 51 He yauBIEH. KTO 3HaeT, BO3MOKHO,
9TO cyabOa - MOMagaTh B HEMBICTUMBIC CUTYyaIu?

OnoOpuTeNIbHO KUBHYB, MPUTJIANIEHHBIE HEMHOTO YTUXOMUPWIIUCH, HO BOIIPOC «Yel Tpym?»
ocTaBaJicst OTKPHITHIM. He Mor ke OH NOSIBUTbCS U3 HUOTKY/IA.

- A 4eil e oH? - 00paTHIICS KTO-TO K XO3SIMHY 3aMKa.

- Hupo, kax e Mbl BbISICHUM ?

XoTh cOOpaIOCh HEMHOTO TOCTEH, BBISICHUTh, KOMY TTPUHAJIIERKAIIO TEJIO, ObUIO TPAKTUIECKU
HEBO3MOKHO. KTO-TO neperosapusasics, KT0-T10 ocMaTpyBall cyMku. Ho Hamméncsa oqus, KTo permi
B34Th B Ha ce0s1. iMeHHO Dpedoc BhIIIIE BIIEPE] M TIOPABHSIICS C XO3IUHOM, YeM SIBHO €TO yIUBUIL.

- INomomuurte xe! Mbl JOJKHBI PacKpbiTh 3TO Jejio! A TakMMHM TeMIlaMd Mbl HUYETo He
n00bEMCSI.

3a OKHOM BCITBIXHYJIA MOJIHUS, U BCJIeH 3a Hell packatuiics rpom. [To okHam 3abapabaHuIM
Karuty 10k As1. C Kax oM CeKyHII0M PUTM BCE yJalaics. 3aTtem 3acBepKaia elie ogqHa MosHus. CBeun
HEOXUJIAHHO TMOTYXJIU.

- A BOT 3TO HEOXHJIAHHO, - BAJIbSKHO MPOTAHYJ Hupo. - Tpenwk, pazdepuck ¢ 31im!

JIBOpeLKUii B OTBET HEIOBOJILHO 3aTpellial U YIaJIUIICS.

- Kakoro uépra? - mpou3HEC MyKUMHA B MaCKe, - 3TO MOXKET IOMENIaTh MOEMY PacCJieJOBaHUIO !

- ThI e cam TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aJl «Mbl JOJDKHBD», a TeTeph MepeyMa? - OTBETHIT TOMHBIN JKeH-
CKHUH TOJIOC.

MykurHa He pacTepsuics U YBEPEHHO 3asBUIT:

- Ha, ckazan! [la, nepegyman! MHe MoKa3anxoch, YTO Bbl HE 3aMHTEPECOBAHBI M HE CTTOCOOHBI
pa3oOpaThcst B 9TOM Jiesie!

[Toka 311 1BOE CIOPUJIM B TEMHOTE, CIIBIIIATKMCH MEePEIENTHBAHUSI, CMEIIaHHbIE C BOPYAHUEM
Y Iy pLIaHUEM.

- N kak 1b1 noHs11? TemHo ke! - MpopoKMIIa KeHIUHA.

- A MHe ¥ Tak noHaTHO! Tak cka3aTh, MHTEJUIEKT MO3BOJISET. ..

- AX, ThI!

Toctu pazpyranuchk Mexay coOoil, Ha BpeMst 3a0bIB 0 Tpyne. HupO nonbitaics cnenarb BU,
YTO pa3HUMAET TONITY, HO, B KOHEYHOM CUETE, MaxXHYJI Ha 3TO pyKor. BmecTo 3T0ro, oH BepHyJcs Ha
CBOE CTapoe MECTO IMOJIe MEPUJL.

- 3amosunTe, - CJIOBHO MEPEKPBIBasI IIIyM I'PO3bl, pa3JaJiCsl CTPOTUM KEHCKUM T0JI0C.

Ha nectauiie mocsimancs moKoT KabiaykoB, Ha (hOHE KOTOPOTo 3aTUXJIO BCE ocTabHoe. ['pa-
LMO3Has (purypa cryckajach BHU3, OIIEpEBILIUCh HA Nepuiia. Bee Monyanu 1 He 0CMeMBaJIUCh TIPO-
M3HECTH U CJIOBA. XO35MH OKUBWJICS W IPOTSIHYJ PYKY, UTOOBI TOMOYb CITYCTHUThCH.

- [loyemy He crmib, foporasi? - 00ECIOKOEHHO MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

- Jla Kak MOHO YCHYTb, KOTJIa Bbl MMOJHSLIN Takou 1ryM? UTo Bbl OMSATH YCTpOoUIu? - cKazaja
JKEHIIIMHA, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 0ojiee MATKUM TOJIOCOM.

- Huyero oco6enHoro... [Toka HU4ero ocooOeHHoro.

- 1 nouemy cBet norac? - eHIIKMHA CTPOro CIPOCUIIA MYXKa.

He ycnien Hupo ckaszate u ci0BO onpaBiaHus, Kak Hociblaiuch mark. [locreneHHo oaHa
3a Ipyroy CB€YM Ha4yajM 3aropaTbcsl. 3ajl HANIOJIHWIICS CBETOM U Mepe] HUMM IpeAcTaia KapTuHa:
JKUBBIE CKEJIETHI CTOSUIM BO3JIe KaHIeas10poB. M, KaxkeTcsi, HHUKOTO 3TO He CMYINAJIO.
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- [a, Tak mydire, - moOaarofapuil XO3sIMH CIIYT, a 3aTeM 00paTHICS K rocTsM. - M Ha 4éM MBI
ocraHoBuIMCh? KTO-TO roBopm rpo paccienoBanue?

- [la, s roopu!

- Kak ckaxernib, Tak 1 nepeymaeliib! - IpOM3HEC TOT ke KEHCKUM TOJI0C.

CIyru1 32KIJIM TTOCTISAHIO CBEvy U YU, DpedOoC CTOST HAIPOTUB KEHIIMUHBI B TUIAThE, YKpa-
[IIEHHOM TPaBaMU M Pa3IMYHBIMUA aMyJIeTaMHU.

- O, 310 THL. XOT4... a KTO eIé Tak Ojaroyxaer TpaBamu? - MapupoBajl OH, KOTJa JIydlle e€
paccMoTpe, - HO KaJlb... Y MEHSI YK€ eCTh JieJla IOBaKHee, YeM C TOOOH CHIOPHUTb.

3akpeIB TEMY, MyX4rHa oOpartuics kK Hupo u ero cynpyre. Kena Opocuiia HeomoOpuTeIbHBIT
B3IJISI/T HA MYXKa.

- Uro? Ham canoBHuk Ckariesib OOHApYKUJI TPYII.

- Cop Ckanens! - mompasmiia ero eHa, - X0oTs Obl Tak TOBOPH.

- Ha, na, Cenuna, nyma mosi! MimenHo Tak! - nognakusan Hupd m nponomkun pasroBop ¢
roctem, - Kcraru, Dpedoc! Thl 1 TpaBaa Xouelib B3SIThCS 32 3TO Ae0?

- [loyemy Obl 11 HET? - HA MTHOBEHHUE 3a/lyMaJICS YEJIOBEK B MACKe.

- OtmuHo! YTo OBI MBI 63 Tebst nenanu? - MPOU3HEC XO35UH, MoXJIonaB Dpedoca 1o 1mieuy.
Tor cnerka orcrpanuscs, - Bot Takoii nogxop s yBaxaio!

INonpaBuB 1u1aI, MyKYMHA B MAacKe BBITIPSIMUIICS M TOPIETIMBO CKa3a:

- A to! Kak 51 yxe u ckazai... Sl mpoBeny paccienoBanue!

- PaccnenoBanue? A moxHO MHe? - 3a crinHOW CeNvHBl pa3jaiicsl IeBUYMI TONOCOK, - 51 Toxe
xouy!

Xo3sieBa 3aMKa MOCMOTPEJIM Ha IEBOUKY M B OJMH TOJIOC CKA3aJIM:

- Tak, Tel HOYEMY €I1IE HE CIMIID?!

- He cniures, - 3akarpu3Huyana 1eBovuka, OOHAMast OTHa, - MOXHO C BAMHU OCTaThCs?

Poaurenu HeXoTs cornacuimch. Dpedoc TSKeNO B3I0XHYI U MPHUCITYCTUI KAIIOIIOH, KOTOPBIH
M3PSITHO Havasl ero pasapakarbk. B KoHIIE KOHIIOB OH BCE ke CHsT ero. Ha cBer mokasasnuich Oeltbie
pacTpénaHHble BOJIOCHI, & 1O OOKaM MAacKM BBICTYNAIUA OCTphie b(UICKUE yIKUA. Bapyr u3-3a
CIIMHBI OH YCJIBIIIAT:

- A mouemy Obl BaM He CHSITb MacKy, s Dpedoc? - UTPUBO CKa3ana jeBodka, - Hy, moxa-
JyHcTa...

Myx4rHa HUCKOJIBKO HE HUCITYTaJICs.

- Haxe u He aymaii!

- XoTs1 Obl YIIIKA MOXHO IOTPOTath? - MPOroBOpHJIa OHa, MEPEMECTUBIIUCH K €r0 TPABOMY YXY.

- Thl €€ ¥ TYMaHHBIM IIArOM yYMe€Illb 0JIb30BaThCs? - OTCTPAHUJICS HEKPOMAHT.

Hexkotoprle Maru BiiaJie i HAaBHIKOM TeJIENOPTAIINH, OTHAKO Ha €r0 OCBOSHHE YXOIMIIN JOJITHE
roapl. Tak 4TO BOMIIIEOHMKM MOTIIM TOJIBKO TIO3aBUIOBATH STOM IOHOM JIETH.

JleBouka BHOBb MOSIBUJIACh NI03a1 Jpedoca U, 3aXMXHMXaB, CKazasa:

- [Nana Ha3piBaeT 3T0 ApKaHHBIM CKa4KOM, HO Ballle HA3BaHUE MHE HPAaBUTCS OOJIbIIIE.

- JlagHo, ¥ ¢ kakux nop?

- HenaBHO MHeE MCIIONHMIIOCH MATHAALATH... Ho eciu Ol 1siist pedoc npuien Ha MO JeHb
POXIeHHsI, OH OBl 3HAJI, UTO s TETIePb U TaKOe YMEIO...

Omna cHOBa nepemMecTUsIach, HO yKe Ha BUIHOE MecTo. JleBOUYKa CKJIOHMJIA TOJIOBY, TOKA3bIBas,
YTO SIBHO paccCTpoeHa. Dpedoc MOUyBCTBOBAI Ce0sl BUHOBATHIM.

- Hy, xopoto... MOXelb HoTporaTb MOM yIIi. XOTsI He IOHUMAIO, YeM OHU TaK MHTEPECHBI.

- Mumu! XBatut gocraBath asimio Dpedoca, - HaCTaBWIa CTPOrast Math, - Th ke OOJIbIasl.

JloMeHrKa IEMOHCTPaTUBHO OTBEPHYJIACh M 3asiBUJIA:

- Pa3 s yxe OGoJbluas, MOXeT, CTOUT Ha3bIBaTh MEHs MO-B3pocioMy, Mama? MHe Tak mamna
cKazaJ.
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7Kena BonpocuTtelibHO nocMoTpesia Ha Hupo. [Toka poautesv BHISICHSIM OTHOIICHHU S, JEBYIIKA
OBICTPO TOBeEcesieNia U yKe OKazaiach psaoM ¢ DpedocoM. OHa MPUKOCHYNIACH K M3SIIHBIM yIIIaM
anbga.

- Kakue octpele...

Myx4rHa HUYETrO He CKa3all.

- 1 macky...

- A macky 3aueM? - MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

- B kauectBe INnogapka, - I1€JIOBUTO OTBETHJIA OHA, - Ha AC€Hb POKIACHHA BbI )K€ HC IMPUILIIN.

HekpomaHT B3JOXHYJI, MOJTYa CHSIT MAacKy M OTJaJl I0HOM Jiein. BceM OTKpBUIOCH y3KOE BBITS-
HYTOE JIMLIO HEeCTECTBEHHOT'O 11BETa, 0OpaMJIEHHOE SIPKO BBIPAXKEHHBIMH CKYJIAMHU.

JleByIIKka MpUIOKWIIA MOAAPOK K JIMILY U IMMPOKO yIbIOHynack. [a3a e€ 3abnectenu, u oHa
noOJaroiapusa rocTs:

- Cnacu60, as7s. Ho mouemy Bbl Tako# XyHoit?

- Ho He BceM noBe31o ObITh TAKUMH KPAaCUBBIMHU, KaK ThHI.

- Mama, namna, cmotpuTe!

OHH npekpaTuiv ccopy, ¥ OHa MoKa3aja X03seBaM 3aMKa CTapylo Macky ¢ TperuHamu. C Buy
9TO ObLJTa 0OBIYHAS BEIIlb, HO JIJIsI HEE 3TO ObUIO HATTOMUHAHUEM 00 UCTOPUSIX, Yepe3 KOTOPbIe MPOIIE
OJIMH HEKPOMAHT.

- [lomu, HaJIe10Ch, ThI IOBOJIbHA? - TIOMHTEPECOBAJIACH MaTb.

o Tomy, uTOo MaMa 0OpaTHIach K Hell HOBBIM MPO3BUINEM, [JoMeHMKa MOHsIa, YTO OTITy yaa-
J0ch yoenuTh e€. XOTs 1O BHIPAKEHUIO JIUIA KSHIMHBI ObUIO BHIHO, UTO TaKOE pellieHre ed ObLIo
HE T0 BKYCY.

- Ouenn!

- OmM4HO, yMalo, Terepb Mbl MOXKEM MPOAOIKHTH... - Mpou3Heéc Hupo, - Tak Ha 4€M MBI
OCTaHOBUJIUCH ?

Apedoc, HeJOITO Aymasi, CKa3all:
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I'naBa 2. MepTBen pa3jaopa

C BaxxHBIM BHJIOM DpedoC MONPOCUII MPEJOCTaBUTh EMY TeJlO, M, KOHEYHO e, eMy HUKTO He
otkazaj. Ciyru ObICTPO NPUHECIU TPYI U 3Mb( MpHHsLICA 3a Aeno. OcTabHble TOCTH C JIIOOOITBIT-
CTBOM IPOJOJIKAIM HaOMmoAaTh 32 DpedocoM.

CKJIOHMBIIVCH HaJl MEPTBBIM TEJIOM, OH M300pazka OypHYI0 MBICTUTENIBHYIO JesiTebHOCTh. Ha
camoM jielie, DpeOoc BCIIOMHIII, YTO HUKOT/A B )KU3HH HE 3aHUMAJICSI BCEPhE3 MOIOOHBIMH BEIlaMHU.
«Kak-nnOynp BEIKpyuych. 1 He U3 Takoi MOTvITbl BRIXOAWII. [1epBblii, KTO cornacuTcs, U OyleT Xo3s-
WHOM TpyTia», - MOAyMaJl OH.

- YUro x... MHe BCE 5ICHO, - HauaJl paccykJaTh Dpedoc ¢ COCPeIOTOYEHHBIM BUOM.

- W gto Tebe scHO? - BOBMYIIEHHO CIIPOCHIIa BEAbMA.

Ona yxe crosna nomie Hero. Ha nBeracroe martee cnajald TEMHO-PO30BBIE BOJIOCH,
HECKOJIBKO JIOKOHOB OBbLTM 3aIUIETeHBl B TOHKHE KOCHUYKHU. PapdopoBblii 100 ObLT yKpalleH BepTH-
KaJIbHOW JIMHUEN 13 poMOOoB. [ 11a3a, Takue ke TEMHO-PO30BbIe, IPUCTATIFHO CMOTPENH Ha 1bda.

«Kt0 651 coMHeBasiCs1? DTa BegpMa BCera Jie3eT MepBas», - OAyMa k.

- A 9TO, €CJM ST CKaXy, U4TO 3TO TeJIO TBOE? - CHOKOWHO MPeyIokuT Dpedoc, HalIs MOIXOs-
HIYIO «KEepPTBY».

Bce HaOmoganu ¢ o60MBITCTBOM 3a TipoucxoasumM. [1paBaa, HaCh 1 Te, KTO CMOTpEI Ha
Dpedoca ¢ HeloBEpPUEM WM BOOOILE MOTEePsT MHTEepec.

- Hy...

JleByIlIKa COBEpILIEHHO He 0XkMAaja OT /1b(a MogoOHOTro U pacTepsiack. Pemus, yTo Havas ¢
NPaBUJIBHOW CTpaTeruu, pedoc MpOIOIKIIL:

- Beé-taku Tpyn myxckoil. KoMy, Kak He JKeHIIMHE, OH MOXKET TTOHAI00UThCS ?

Hekotopble HEeKpOMaHTbI OI0OPUTENIBHO 3aKMBAJIM, OIHAKO HALIUTUCh U HeJOBOJIbHbIEe. HeBbl-
COKasl CBETJIOBOJIOCAs JKEHIMHA HE BhIIEpKajla U BOZMYTHIIACh:

- Kak a10 cBa3ano? I'ocnioxxa TepHa - npeBocxogHas BebMa, TaK 3a4eM €1 TaK YHUXaTbCH, -
ClIeJIaB 11ay3y, OHA MPOAOJIKUJIA - U €M 3TO BOBCE HE HYXKHO.

Kazanock, Dpedoc Tonpko storo u xaain. O nogomen k TepHe moOizke 1 MpoLeaAnI:

- Bepno, I'ocrioxka TepHa He OyaeT yHMKaThCs. Y HeE qpyrue IiaHsbl...

JleBymika HUYero He ckasana, AaB Dpedocy 3aKOHYHUTD MBICITb.

- HaoGopoT, oHa OTHOCHTCS K MyKYMHAM C KpailHIM IpeHeOpeskeHneM. Bummo, y BepM 310
- mpuBbIYHOE Jeno. [loyemy Obl €ff He OTHOCHTBCS K HUM, Kak K pacxompHomy Marepuany? (Kak u
BCE HEKPOMaHThI, B 001meM) Tem Gosee, Ha OHOM U3 COOpaHUil OHA MOAENNIACH, YTO IS HEeE BCe
MyKYUHbI OqUHAKOBbIe. [10-Moemy, BcE cxogutcs. Bo3MOXKHO, T IIPOCTO €T0 HE y3HaJIa?

OcrasnbHble HEKPOMAHTHI K JAJ, ITOKa BeJbMa JacT OTBET.

- Ilomuio-nnomH0... ['oBOpMIa Takoe. MoXkeT, U He y3Hajla, HO NPUIVIALEIACh U BCIIOMUHAIO
YTO-TO MOJOOHOE. .. - HAYaJIa OHA ¥ TIOTOM YTOYHMIIA, - TOJBKO BOT, Thl HEMHOTO IIEpEBpaJl MOM CJIOBA.
Teno yxe Oe3pIXaHHOE, TOITOMY MYKUKMHA 3TO WM KEHIIMHA - He MMEeeT HUKAKOIO 3HAYEHUS...
[Tycras obomnouka, He OoJee.

TepHa cMeKHyJ1a, YTO U3 ITOM CUTyallMM MOXKHO U3BJIedb BHIToAy. C OQHOM CTOPOHBI, 3TO TEJIO
el He PUHAIJIeKAJI0 U ObLIO Obl HEMPABUIJILHO 3a0MpaTh UyXO€, a, C IPYroil - Kakoil HEKpPOMaHT
oTKasercs ot 6ecruiaTHoro Tpyna? Tem Gonee oOanaresns Teja Tak U He OOBSIBUIICS. 3a CBOIO IONTYIO
k13Hb TepHa MHOroe noBujaja u sIBHO ObUla HETTYOM.

- XM... A Befib IeMCTBUTENBHO. KTO 3HaeT, MOXKET, 1 IPOCTO HE Cpa3y BCIIOMHWIIA, - HAUTPAHO
ITPOM3HECTIA OHA.

[MomomHuMITa BeAbMBI C HEIOyMEHHEM B3IVIsIHY.1a Ha He€, Ho TepHa cpa3y Jajia MoHATh, YTOObI
Ta Momvasia. FOHasd BegpbMa npuTHxIa.
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Dpedoc ropaenrBo BupsaMuics. Ero miman Bcé-taku cpaboTtaii, XOTsl OH caM He JJO KOHIIA B
HEro BEepuJI.

- Otmuno! 3HauuT, IENI0 3aKPHITO.

OcraJibHbIE TOCTH MEPETIISTHYIIUCh.

- Uto? Tak ObICTpO? - CITPOCHJI XO3SIMH, SIBHO HE 0XKUJast TIOIOOHOTO.

bruto BuaHO, uto HUpO HEMHOrO MOrpycTHeN.

JleBouKa mojonuia K MoKOMHUKY, cella Ha KOPTOUKH U MPUHSJIACh BHUMATEILHO €r0 OCMaTpu-
BaTh. Korja-To )1BOI MyKUMHa JieKall Ha XOJIOHOM Toiry. BO3MOXXHO, TPy KU3HU OH ObLT IIpaBeI-
HBIM YeJIOBEKOM U HUKOMY He MPUYMHII 3712, OMHAKO CyAbOa pacnopsauiiach no-apyromy. Ternepb
€My OCTaBaJIOCh JIMOO CTHUTh B MOTHJIE, JIMOO CTaTh COOCTBEHHOCTHIO KAKOTO-HUOY/Ib HEKPOMAHTA.

- Osans Dpedoc, a pa3Be He HY)KHO OCMOTPETh TPYII?

Apedoc u TepHa CHHXPOHHO CITPOCHIIH:

- A? 3auem? Mbl BCE MOpELLIUIN.

- B KHMXKaxX ETEeKTHUBBI CHavYala OCMAaTPUBAIOT Tesa, a TIOTOM IMPEIosaraioT, KTo yOuIia. ..
WJIK... XO35IMH Tena... A Bbl ke 1axke He epeBepHYIIU TEO. ..

- DM... 4 mpocTo O0YeHb XOPOIIHA AETEKTUB, MIO3TOMY OBICTPO pasrafaj 3TO JeNo, - Haval
orpaBabIBaThcst Dpedoc, - Keratu, 1 5ke TOBOPHII, YTO UHTEIJIEKT MHE TTO3BOJISIET. .

Habmonaromue ckenTiyecky B3IJIsSHYJIM Ha Hero. Te, KTO IaBHO ero 3HaeT, peaKo BOCHPHUHU-
MaJIi €ro CJIOBa BCEPbE3, HO Dpedoca 3TO HUCKOIBKO He 3a00THIIO.

- OX, onsTh Thl BAXXHUYAEIIIDb - TOCIBIIIAJICS HU3KUNA MYKCKOM rojoc.

Dpebdoc 0depHYIICH.

- U o1 30ecs? Hapestica, dro cerogus 0e3 1eds o0onaémces.

- A Kax... s MOT... He IpuTH?

JIvna rocreit ucka3uiauck ot orBpaiieHus. I1o Bceil koMHaTe pacripoCTpaHUICS HETIPUATHBIN
3anax pbiObl. HeTpyaHO ObIIO 10rafiaThesl, 4TO €ro MICTOYHUKOM OKa3aJICs TOCIEAHUMA TOCTh. Y [Be-
peii CTOs1JI0 OrpOMHOE PHIOOIIONOOHOE CYIIECTBO, OIETOE BEChbMa COJIMHO: KOCTIOM, HAIIEHHBIH T1a-
TOK, TIEPYATKN U MHOKECTBO Pa3IMUHbIX YKpauieHuid. [IpaBaa, n3-3a HEmoroap! BEIIISIIE OH HE TakK
BHYIIUTEILHO.

- Ox... Tam... D10... - IPOroBOpMIIa PHIOA C OIBIIIKOM.

[IpuceB Ha AMBaH, CyIIECTBO HA4aJIO MEPEBOAUTD JbIXaHHE.

- Kakoii HeBbIHOCHMBIN 3amax! - BO3MYTMJIaCh PO30BOBOJIOCAsI BEAbMA, AOCTaBasi U3 CYMKH
BETOUKY KaKOTr0-TO pacTeHus, - Bor! 3akrure 310 1 OHO MOMIOTUT HENPUSTHBIC 3aIlaxy.

[NomorHuIa, KOTOpasi C BOCXMIIIEHHEM CMOTpesa Ha He€, He TMOCKYIIJIACh Ha CIIOBa:

- HacraBnwiia, 51 Ob 1 He TIogyMaa... MHe Obl ¥ B TOJIOBY HE MPHIILIO!

TepHa OTMaxHYJIach U C JIOKHOM CKPOMHOCTBIO ITPOM3HECA:

- [omymaerb, OH y MEHS IPOCTO 3aJIEKAIICH. ..

Ciyru-ckeneTsl TYT ke cOesaay Bc€, yTo TpeboBanoch. [IpusTHBIA TpaBsiHOM apoMaT 3aMeHUT
TOIIIHOTBOPHBII PHIOHBIN 3arax.

- Tak-To syurne, - TuXo MpousHecia nenu CenuHa.

- Hsans XMop, 4TO CIIyunsIoch? - ouHTEpecoBaiach JJomu.

OrpomHasi ppi0a HAKOHEI-TO OT/BIIIAIACH U TIPOU3HECIA!

- Ox, neBouka... bema takas ciyuwmnack. IEn cebGe CIOKOWHO M JIIOAM HAlaId HA MEHsI HU C
TOTO HHU C Cero. {1 ene Horu yHec.

Bce nepernsanynuce.

- Heyenu Kak B MPOIUIBIA pas... DTO CTpaHHO, - 3aaymaicss Hupo, - B moOoM cirydae, Haio
pa3oOpaThesl.

Dpedoc 3a0bL1 Mpo pacciiefoBanue U Tpym. [1o ero MHEHMIO, IeJ0 yXe 3aKpPbITO U MOXKHO
MIEPEUTH K JPyroMy.
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- He nepesxwuBaiite, s1, Dpedoc, CpaBiioch, - C 9yBCTBOM JJOCTOMHCTBA CKa3aJl OH, - MOXeT 1o
MHE ¥ He BUIHO, HO s ONBITHBIA OOEBOI Mar.

- Ma? OpuH cripaBuiibest? - A3BUTENBLHO Opocuia TepHa.

- Eciim Hapo, TO ¥ OguH. ..

Bce B3missHynmu Ha Dpedoca. OueHb BHICOKUN POCT, XapaKTepHBbIH s 31bgoB. Ho noxainyi,
Ha 3TOM JIOCTOMHCTBA 3aKOHUYMJIMCh. BHEITHWIA BUJ He TOBOPUJI O Oosbion dpusmueckon cuie. C
BU/Y OH IOXOJWJI Ha U3HYPEHHOIO CTapUKa: TOIIETO U HECKJIAJHOTO.

- [onsin, - cnerka kuHy1 Hupo, - TOra MoxkeM He epeskrBaTh. IpedoC pelIuT BCe MPOOIeMBbl.
Emgé pa3 ckaxy: 4ro Mbl 6e3 1edst nenai Ob1?

[ToHsB, YTO TONBKO YTO JANHYJ, DIb( MOMEITUI U CTaJl OTHEKUBATHCS:

- Of1, 3710 ecnu HaJO. A Tak OyJeT HeMpaBUJIBHO C MOEH CTOPOHBI B3SITh Bce 3aciyru cebe. Tak
YTO... YBbI, KTO-TO JOJIKEH MOUTH co MHOM. HUpO, Thl Kak XO35IMH U HalI IJ1aBa JOJKEH MOUTH CO
MHOW.

Hupo nonro yroBapusarh He PUXOJUIIOCH.

- PazymHo, B mpuaady Bo3sMEM ['miibOepTa. Bapyr monagoOuTes cuiia, Kak ¥ B IPOLUTBINA pas.

- Ara. - KOPOTKO OpOCHIJI My KYMHA, CUICBIIHIA B CTOPOHE.

Jlonro He MpUHUMABIIMEI y4acTus B Oecenax, MyxurnHa Bctan. Cpeau Bcex ['mmbOept ObLT
caMbIM (PU3UYECKH BBIHOCIIUBBIM.

TepHa noponua 1 3asBuUIA:

- 51 Toxe noiny. IHTEpECHO, YeM 3TH JIIOAU HEJOBOJIBHBI.

MyX4YMHBI HE BbICKA3aJIM BO3PaKEHUN.

- 1 Xenpra co MHOW.

BionauHka okpyrimnia rasa ot yauBJIeHHUs .

- Ho... HactaBHuma... A s 31ech npuuém?

- Hukakux Ho! Vi THI TpycuIib? - Tofiesia €€ HaCTaBHUIIA, - UTo ke Toraa mpo Te0si TOBOPUTh
cranyT? OO0 yBaKeHHH BEIbMUHOTO COBETA MOKEIIIb 3a0bITh U MOAABHO.

- A BbI He pacckasbIBaiiTe, - TOProBajach Xejbra, - 1 HIKaKux mpoosem.

TosbKo OHa OBICTPO MOHSJIA, YTO HA HACTABHMILY TIONOOHBIE (POKYCHI HE AEHCTBYIOT.

- Her, Xenbra, kak s Mory Moyrgathb?

- Ox... Ilpuaércs uarty... - CMUPEHHO B3/I0XHYJIA I0HAsl BEAbMa.

- Bor u permmm. Cobupaemcs.

[TaTepo monpoImamrch v BHIIUIM U3 KOMHATBI, OTIPABHUBIIKCH PEIIaTh BOSHUKIIIYIO TPOOIEMy.

3ai cran nocBodonHee. CerHa cena Ha OJvbKalIMK JUBaH M MOI03Bajia K ceOe 10ub. JJomu
pacrnonoxuiack psiioM ¢ Matepsbio. Ta gocTtasna rpedeHb v MPUHSIIACH PACUECHIBATh YEPHBIE IJTHHHBIC
BOJIOCHI IEBOYKH.

OcraJibHBIE TOCTH Pa3rOBAPUBAIIN MEXIY COOOM.

- CenuHa, 4TO HaM JeJ1aTh € STUM? - JKEHIIMHA CO IIPaMOM yKa3aJla Ha TeJIo.

CenrHa HEMHOTO TIOIyMaJla ¥ CIIOKOWHBIM T'OJIOCOM TpUKa3aa:

- OTHecuTe B NEperoBopHbI 3aj1. UyBCTBYIO, MBI €I1IE€ K HEMY BEpPHEMCS. A MOKa KAEM.

Tpyn yHecnn u3 KOMHaThl. XMOp MOHAOIONAI 32 CIIyraMy M IOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

- A yto0 npousonio?

- [a tak. Ciyra-caioBHUK OOHApYXUJI TPYI. Dpedoc Mokenan pacKkphiTh 310 Aejo. Ho motom
MIPULIEN Tl U MTPULIIIOCH OTJIOKUTh €r0 HA KAKOe-TO BPEMs.

- O, y Bac 4To-TO BpoJie JeTeKTUBa?

- Ha, nsans Xwmop. [IpaBaa, asas aned BCE nenaeT no-apyromy, He Kak B KHUKKaX...

Pri6a monpapwia MeWHBIN TJIATOK W JEJIOBUTO cKa3aia:

- Hy, uto Dpedoc B 3TOM noHumaeT? A BOT 51 KOE-4TO CMBICITIO B TAKHMX JeTeKTuBax. HemaBHo
UCTOpHS CO MHOU MPUKJII0YMIAchk. [IpUIuibliiM Kak-To 4eJoBeYellKy B MO CJIaBHBIM ropod. dymain
CHayaja TYPUCTHI, @ OKA3aJI0Ch JETEKTUBBL....
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- Campble HacTostiue?

- Koneuno, camplie HacTostiuie! S XoTh Koraa-HUOYIb Bpai?
- Pacckaxwure, noxanyiicra!

- OX, KOHEYHO, PacCKaxy Kak BCE TOIKOM ObLIIO.

XMOp MPOYUCTHII TOPJIO U HAYaJl CBOM pacckas.
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I'naBa 3. PoionbIi ocTpoB. Ipuuan

Mauienbkas 1ixyHa npeogosiesia KiyObl TyMaHa U MpUIlBapToBaiachk K npuyainy. [laccaxupon
kopaOis yxe oxkugany. Cryctuim Tpart. Kawt nepBbiii cTynuin Ha Ipyudai v cieiall ITyOOKHH BIOX.
Kak on u oxuan, B BO3Ayxe BUTAJ 3arax THHbL. HakoHell, oH oOpaTuii BHUIMaHUe Ha COMPOBOXIa-
OILIETO.

- TymanHo TyT y Bac, - NPOU3HEC MYKYMHA, TOPABHABIIMCH C MECTHBIM KUTEJEM. - [lyman
3a0mynumcs 1 He JoruibiBEM. Ho pan, uto Bc€ noruio no miany. ['ocnoaun ®uiiiep, Kak s nonaraio?

- Ia. A BrI TOT cambiii rocrionuH Kann?

Kaun yBepeHHO KMBHYII.

- Kak s nonsu, Bel ¢ KoMnanuei 34ech BriepBble. Tak 4TO MOHMMAIO BaIllM ONACEHUs. - YCIIO-
kou ero rocnionuH Puinep, - Ho 3HaeTe, Bce cHauasa 60STCS HAILIEro OCTPOBA... 3aTEM MPUBBIKAIOT.
A 1J1s1 HEKOTOPBIX OH CTAHOBUTCS HOBBIM JIOMOM.

locriopun ®uiiep ObUT Ha TONIOBY HIKe Kania, TydHOro TenocnoxkeHus, B IPOCTON OfeskK/e.
OH npotanyn pyky Kauiy, TOT OTBETHIT PyKOIIOKAaTUEM.

- A 3TO Bamm Koyutern?

Kawn obephysics.

Tpoe monel cMOTpeNny Ha HeTo, Jiepka B pykax Oarax. Cpey HUX OblTa O[JHA KEHIIIHA U JIBOS
MYKYHH.

- Cniacu0o, 4TO MOMOT, - CAPKACTUYHO BBICKA3aJIach jJama.

Kawn Hudero Ha 310 He ckazan. OH JoCTal U3 CYMKH CBEPTOK OyMaru U repeja COmpoBOX-
naomeMy. PazBepHyB nepraMeHT, TOT Hayasl YuTaTh BCIyX:

- OO0111ecTBO €CTeCTBEeHHBIX HayK M reorpaduyeckux ucciegoBanuil. Llens BusuTa - uccieno-
BaHMe pbIOHOrO ocTpoBa. PykoBoautens skcnenuimu - Kann Yondop.

- [Ia, Bc€ BepHO, - cyxo noareepaui Kawni.

OpnuH 13 ero ToBapuiiei rpyoo ooparuics K rocrioguny dumepy:

- A MOXeT, XBaTUT SI3BIKOM 4YecaTh?

- Oi1, U3BUHUTE... - CTAJI ONPABABIBATHCS MYKYHMHA.

JloOpomyIHO y/bIOasiCh, TYYHBIA MECTHBIM XKUTEb MPOTSHYJ ObUIO PYKY, TOJBKO BOT T'OCTh
MIPOUTHOPUPOBAJT JKECT U MPOLIET MUMO. MyKUMHa, KOHEUHO K€, pacTepsuICs.

- He oOparnaiite BHUMaHwe, - YCIIOKaWBaJI €ro ApykemoOHbI npusaTens Kanna, - oH co Bcemu
tak. Celluac Ky/ia BaskHee 00yCTPOHUTBCS 31iech. BpeMst yxke He paHHee.

- [a, yero Mbl kAEM? - TPOM3HECIIA YCTABIIASA UCCIIEOBATEILHUILIA.

- Uro *... [JoOpo moxanoBaTh Ha HAlll CJIABHBIA OCTPOB!
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I'naBa 4. Po10oHbIN 0cTpOB. IlepBblil ciaen

Kauna n ero KOMaHy PpacIlOJIOXKUIA B CKpOMHOfI roctuHuie. BHemiHe ACPEBAHHOC 3JdHHC
Ka3aJIOCh YCTaBIIMM OT BPEMCHU, HO BHYTPU HA IIEPBOM ITAKE Obl1a TaBE€pHa, i€ ropoxxaHe BbIIIN-
BaJId ¥ Becemnch. KoMHaThHI HaXOOWJIMCb Ha BTOPOM 3TaKE. Hccneposarenu Pas3JIOXKNUJIA BEIIU, U
Ka)KIIbeI 3aHAJICA CBOUM OCJIOM.

Kaun PAaCKpPbLT YEMOIAH U JOCTAJl 3alIMCHYI0 KHUKKY. Hewmnoro noaymaB, OH Ha4aJl 9YTO-TO
3aIIUChIBATh.

Tloez0xa npouina omHOCUMENbHO CROKOUHO, 3G UCKAIOYEHUEM PA36e Umo 2YCmoz20 MyMmaHa.
Imom maneHvKuti 20p00-ocmpog deticmsumensvio cyutecmsyem. Ecau Ovl He ysuden ezo coocmee-
HbIMU 21430MU, HUK020A Obl He NOBEPUN.

K cnosy, koeoa Mapmun pacckaswiéan o Hém 00 moii poKo8oti N0e30KU, s CKENMUYECKU OMHECCs
K e20 cnosam. OOHAKO 6CE NEPEMEHUNOCh, K020 MO NPUSMENb 8EPHYACS 8 POOHble Kpas. Hukmo ne
npuUoOan SMomy 3HA4eHUst, HO OM MeHsl, KaKk 0blUulezo cAe008amens,, Huuezo He Yymauulb.

I'naza 6vlau nomyxuumu, cam OH Cman HepeHviM U ny2augbim. Om Moux paccnpocos ykao-
naacs. bosaca cname 6 memnome. U, 6 KoHye KOHU08, Yuén 8 Mup UHOI.

A cpasy nouysin umo-mo HeaaoHoe. H ne ouuocs. OcmMomp nucbMeHHO020 cmoaa noomeepoun
mou onacerust. [lo ecex smux cobvimuti nouepk Mapmuna Ovin akKypamusim, HO nocae 8cé npeapa-
munoce 8 Hecyceemuule kapakyau . Kax makoe 603m0ocHo?

Ckonvko Obl HU NBUNAACS PA300pamMbCs, HU4e20 He CMO2 NOHAMb U3 e2o 3anuceil. Tax s
Myuancs Hedonzo. Ha nocaeonem aucme Huuezo He Oblno HANUCAHO, OOHAKO HA HEM Y2adbl8dNUCh
ubu-mo cunydamsl. Ha asmom paz zadame He npumiaocsy: st MOYHO Y3HAN 8 SMUX PUCYHKAX OUePMAHUSL
pulo. Hemrozo abcmpaxmuule, HO 8¢€ dice y3Hasaemule.

Tonvko som om 3mozo Ovino He nezue. [Ipuuém 30eco pvioa? Kmo 6 30pasom yme boumcsi polovi?
Bom s u omeemu.n na ceoti éonpoc...

Mapmun yoice He 8raden coOCMBEHHbIM PA3YMOM.

Hmenno mozoa st nonsin, ¢ uem smo ces13ano. A He cmoe cnacmu opyea u 8psio au cmoe oOvl,
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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