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«OH mymai, uro cracaeT e€. Ha camom nene ona cnacaina ero. Ot camoro ce0s.»OH
MOSIBUICS B €€ TOpojie U3 HUOTKY/Aa — BBICOKMH, XYy/IOH, C IJIa3aMU 1IBETa IpeBHEN
Maruv. HUKTO He 3Haj1, OTKy/ia OH IPUIIET U YTO CKPHIBAET 3a CBOEM JIeISTHOU
Mackor. Ho Merru nouyBCcTBOBaJjIa 3TO C MEPBOIO B3IJIsAIa;: OH HE TAKOMW, KaK

Bce. U oHa He ommonack. TeMa UAET 1O ero ciaexy. OHa mpocayrBaeTCsl CKBO3b
TPELIMHBI MEX/Ty MUPAMH, 3aTAruBas HeO0 OarpoBbIM CBEUCHHUEM, 3aCTaBIIsAS
3eMJTI0 cofiporaThesi. ['opo, KoTopbiii Merru cuuTaia 10MOM, OKa3bIBAETCS JIUIIIb
JeKopalei, a eé coOCTBEHHasI KU3Hb — YaCThIO IPEBHEN MI'PhI, B KOTOPOHW CTaBKa
— CYIIIECTBOBAHUE BCETO YEJIOBEYECTBA. AJIEKC AOIKEH 3aiuTuTh e€. Ho ero
MIPOIILTIOE — 3TO MPOKJIATHE, KOTOPOE OH HOCUT B cede yike ceMbcoT JieT. Y uem
Onrke OHM CTAHOBATCS JIPYT K APYTY, TeM ObICTpee ThMa HacTuraeT ux.Boioop,
KOTOPBIN MPEACTOUT caieath Merru, usmenut Bc€. Mnm ona cnacér mup. Miu
NoTepsieT TOro, KTO CTaJl JJ1s He€ eJUHCTBEHHBIM CBETOM B 9TOM KPOMEIITHOU ThMe.
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Apremun Kamxkun
Ilenea Mupos. /104b KOpoJieBbl BeibM

IIpoJior

Hous crosna ceipas u taryvas. 1o 3en€Holt TpaBe, npuMUHAsA poCy, ABUTaIach Toamna. Myx-
YMHBI EPEILENTHIBAIMCH, U 3TH IOJIOCA CJMBAJIKCSH C IIEJIECTOM BETPa B KPOHAX — TUXUE, HEPBHBIE,
Kak npeadyyBcTBHe Oelbl. B Bo3/1yXe OTYETIMBO BUTAN CTPaX, FOPbKUI U JIMIIKUIA, HO HUKTO HE IOBO-
paumBai oOpaTHO. Y Bcex OblTa OfiHA 1IEJb.

JIyHHBIV CBET, XOJIOIHBIN 1 CEpeOPSHBIN, AOMONHSLT Mepuanue (akenos. [TonsiHy 03apsii orHu
IIPUMEPHO ABAJLIATH CBETOUEH, 3aKaThIX B pyKax cessH. Jlroau Opesu 1o nosmo, ¥ TEHU UX METAIUCh
TI0 TPaBe, KaK KUBbIE. Y KaXI0T0 MpH cede HAIILIIOCh OPY/Ke: BUJIBL, KOJIbsI, PEHKH OT 3a00pa, JIONATHI.
CnoBoM, Kax[plii KPECTbIHUH PUXBATUII TO, YTO, 110 €r0 MHEHUIO, MOIJIO CroguThes 1)1 60s. Hy u
(akesnbl, pazymeercs. Bcem u3BecTHO, 4ero 3Tu TBapu OOATCS MyILE BCETO.

Jlyap mén Bnepenu Bcex. OH He O abIBaJICSl — BECh €ro B30p ObUI MPUKOBAH K TpoOIe, Ha
KOTOPOW CKOPO JOJDKHA ObUla OOBSBUTHCS 3Ta ApsiHb. [1oT cTpymiics mo ero Jidy, ¥ OH TO U JIeJI0
CMaxMBaJl €r0 THUIBHOM CTOPOHOM JIQJIOHH, HO BJlara BCE PaBHO 3ajMBaJla I71a3a, CMEIINBAsACh C UCTa-
PUHOM.

Jluno y Jlyapa ObUIO y3KO€, C 320CTPEHHBIM MTOAOOPOAKOM U BBICOKMM JIOOM, OOpaMIIEHHBIM
TEMHBIMU, BJIQ)KHBIMU OT MCIIApUHBI NPAASAMH, — HE BOMHCTBEHHOE, a CKOpee 3aJyMUMBOE, Kpe-
CTBSIHCKOE, ITPUBBIKILIEE LIypUTHCSA OT coHLA. [71a3a ero, cepble, ¢ TEMHOM KaMOM, celvac Isenu
KECTKO, XOTS PyKH, CKUMABILUE CEPIT, UyTh 3aMETHO APOKAIIM.

Jlyap He ObUT BOMHOM; 32 CBOIO KM3Hb MaKCUMYyM, KOTO €My TOBOAMJIOCH YOMBaTh, — KYPBI.
Huxkorga oH He cTpeMWICs CTaTh CONJATOM, CamMa MbIC/Ib, YTO IPUAETCS JIMILATh KU3HU JIIOJEH, Ka3a-
JIach eMy JUKOU. B pyke OH c:xkMMast cTapelil CEpII, JOCTABIINNCS OT ela. DTUM UHCTPYMEHTOM JI0J1-
TY€ TOfibl CPe3aJli TOJIBKO SYMEHb M MILEHUILY, U BIIEPBbIE JIE3BUE MOIJIO OBbITh MCHOJIB30BAHO IS
uHoro. Ha kpecTbsiHMHE OblTa JIETKast ctapas pyOalka, Taluio CTATMBAJI KOKAHBI peMeHb, ¥ MO
STUM PEMHEM OelIeHO KOJIOTHIIOCH CEpALIe.

C Jlyapom nopaBHsuics CTUM — BBICOKMH, IJIEYUCTBI JPOBOCEK, C pbIKeBaTOW OOpoon U
JILICOI MaKyIIKOH, OrecTeBIIel npy cBeTe (hakenoB. 3a MOsICOM y HEro Topyall YXOKEHHBIN TOTOP.
CtuM, Kak U Bce BOKPYT, ObUT MTPEUCIIONHEH JI0NTa U CTpaxa.

— Jlyap, ... — HayaJ OH M novecas 6opoay. — S TyT mogymai: a 4to, €Cliv Mbl HE HAlJEM
e€? Tol yBepeH, uto Capa Bunena e€ Tam? U BooOriie, uto oHa Bujena’?

Jlyap rsiHY I Ha HEro, M B IJIa3ax ero Ha MUT OJIECHYJIA CTallb OTYASTHUS.

— Pazymeercs, s Bepio er! BoH 3a TeM X0IMOM, 1O €€ CJIOBAM.

MBeIcieHHO OH 100aBUI: «Ecau e natioém ? Tol ayuute 6ol Oyman, umo 0enamn, ecau HatoéM. .. »

Jlyap oT4€TIMBO MOMHWII TO yTPO — JI0 MeJIbYaUIINX AeTajerd. Bor ero :xxena Capa ¢ celHOM
AnexkcoM oTrpaBUIMCh 3a Arogamu. CaM OH OCTaJICsl 0MA U ITPUHSICA TOTOBUTH XJIEB K 3UMe. [lern
HaBAJIWJIOCh MHOTO, U My’ ITPOCTO HE MOT' [IOUTH BMECTE C POIHBIMMU. [la 1 MECTHOCTb Y HUX CITOKOM-
Hasi: HA BOJIKOB, HU JUKHUX COOAK, HU pa300iHMKOB. CJIOBOM, OMTACHOCTEH B MX KpasiX HE BOAMIOCH.

o sToro aHs.

Capa BopBasack B XJ1eB BcA B cne3ax. E€ npekpacHble TEMHBIE BOJIOCH PACTPENAIUCh, IUIAThE
UCNIAYKaJIOCh Ips3plo. JKeHIMHa ynana Ha KOJIEHW M BLENWIACh B €r0 HOTH, CKMMas MX C TaKou
CWJIOM, YTO HOI'TH BITWJIUCh B KOXKY CKBO3b TKaHb. OH TILETHO MbITAJICA BHIBEAATH, YTO CTPACIOCh. OHa
He OTBevasIa — e€ r1a3a ObUIM NOJIHBI ykaca. TONbKO CIyCTs 1Ba Yaca, KOrjja OHa CMOIJIa BHITOBOPUTh
cioBa, Jlyap y3nan npasay. OH cpa3y Opocuiics coOupaTh MECTHBIX MYXKHKOB. biaro, oObsacHATD
MIOYTH He TPHIIJIOCh: BCE 37€Ch ObUTH OHOM OOJBIION CeMbEH.



A. KamkuH. «Ilenen Mupos. [1oub KOpOJIEBb BeIbM>»

— Moii ChIH... — BBIIOXHYJI OH, U TOJIOC €T0 COPBAaJICS HA IIENOT. — ...y TOU TBapH.

Capa ocrayiach y Apyrux keHuH. HUKoMy U3 HUX He pa3peniim UITH ¢ My)KIuHaMu. JKeHa
Y HE NBITAJIACh — Y HeE MOMYTUJICS PACCYHOK.

Cepnue Jlyapa paspbiBaiioch. C OTHO# CTOPOHBI, OH XOTeJT OOHSTD CYNPYTY, HO C Ipyroi... Ero
Mabuuk! Manenbkuii Aniekc! OH BCIIOMHUJ €ro YJIBIOKY, €ro riia3a, MoXoxue Ha MaTepuHCKHe, U
YTO-TO BHYTPU HEr0 000PBaIOCh.

CtuM yMOJIK U BEpHYJICS K OCTajIbHbIM. [IpOBOCEK CTaj 4TO-TO T'OBOPUTH MM, HO CJIOBA HE
noneranu 1o yiei Jlyapa. OH CIIBIIIaT TOJNBKO IIYM KPOBH B yIIaxX W JaJIEKUN 3BOH COOCTBEHHOTO
cTpaxa.

[Mponeccust mpoapuranack Beé nanbiie. M yem Onvke celisiHe MOOXOAWIH K TIeJIM, TeM THIIe
CTAaHOBWJIUCh PA3roBOphl. Jlake Iaru CTajad OCTOPOXKHEE, CJIOBHO OHU OOSUTUCH Pa3OyAuTh camy
3eMJIIO.

Bort u3-3a xonma nokazaymck Jiyuu ceeta. M 310 ObUT He JIyHHBIH.

My>xuunbl nputuxin. Teneps Jlyap ciblman ux AbIXaHHe — XPHILIOE, MPEPHIBUCTOE, KaK Y
3arHaHHBIX 3Bepeil. Bee 6osmch, 1a 1 OH caM — OOJIbIIe JPYTHX.

ApKa crosiyia B IIGHTpe MOJISTHBL, M OHA OblIa HEMPAaBUJIbHON — HE TOM, YTO CTPOST Joau. [IBa
MACCHBHBIX CTOJIOA M3 TEMHO-CEPOTO, MOYTH YEPHOTO KaMHS, C MPOKUIKAMU, MOOIECKUBABIINMHU
OarpsiHIIeM, YXOAWUJIA BBEPX, MOANACPKUBasH TSOKEMYIO NepeKiaanHy. KameHnb Kazascs dyXapiM 3TOr
3eMJIe — €ro He BCTPeYasId B 3[EIIHMX Kapbepax, OH He ObUI MOX0X HU HA TPAHUT, HA HA U3BECTHSIK,
CKOpee — Ha 3aCTBIBIIYIO JIaBy, HO Oe3 eIMHON MOpHI, TJIAJAKUI U XOJIOIHBIN, KakK Jién. Bcio moBepx-
HOCTb BpaT TOKPHIBAJIM CUMBOJIBI — [JTyOOKHE, YETKUE, CIIOBHO BBIPE3aHHBIE JIyYOM, a HE PE3IIOM.
OHu nieperieTaanch B 3aTEMIMBBIC Y30Pbl: KPYTH, pa30pBaHHbIE 3UT3ard, BOJHUCTHIEC JIMHUH, KOTO-
pble TIPH JOJTOM B3IJIsI[Ie HAUMHAIN Ka3aThCsl KMBBIMU, JBIKYLIMMUCS 110 KAMHIO.

Mexay ctondamu BICEIIO 3epKajio — He CTEKJISIHHOE, He BOIHOE, a KaKoe-TO TeKyuee, T'yCToe,
noxoxee Ha pTyTh. OHO He OTpakajo MOJSIHY M MYKUHH IMO-HACTOSIIIEMY — JIMIIb UCKaXKEHHBIE
CUJTY3ThI, pa3MbIThIe TEHU, @ MHOT/A B €r0 IIyOWHE MeJbKaJId OYepPTaHusl, KOTOPBIX 371eCh He ObLIO:
OanrHy, ropel, ayxkoe HeO6o. IMEeHHO U3 Hero OWJT royyOOBaThIi, XONOAHBIA CBET — He JKUBOW, HE
TETUIBIN, OH HE Pa3rOHsLI MpPakK, a CKOpee 3aMeHsUT €0 IPYTHM, YyKHUM, OT KOTOPOTO MO KOke OesKau
MYpaIIKH, a BO3JyX CTAHOBUJICS TATYYMM, KaK MaToKa.

OT apku UCXOAWJI eBa CIBIIIHBINA I'yJ — HU3KUI, BUOPUPYIOIINH, TIOXOKHMIA HA OTIAIEHHBIH
Mepe3BOH KOJIOKOJIOB To1 3eMJIEH. TpaBa BOKpYT He€ MoKyxJia 1 modypesa, XoTsl Ha BCel OCTaTbHOU
TIOJISTHE CTOsIJIa TycTasi 3esieHb. Kazaoch, Bpara BhICaChIBAJIM XKU3Hb U3 3eMJIU, OCTABIISISI BOKPYT ceOs
JIMIIb MEPTBBIN KPYT, B KOTOPHI HUKTO HE PEIIAJICS CTYIHTh.

B sTom MEpPTBOM Kpyre, B OXKYXJION TpaBe, CTosiIa OHA. Beicokast, ruOkasi, ¢ TeKyuei rparmeit
IUKOU KOWIKU. YEpHBIE BOJOCH, MagKue U ONecTsIye, HUCTIAAAMU A0 TAIMU U [IEBEIUINCh 0e3
BeTpa, CJIOBHO XkuBble. Koxa e€ Obla (hapdopoBo-0eJHOM, TTOUTH ITPO3PAYHOM B TOIyOOBATOM CBETE
Bpar. Jluio — Oe3ynpeyHoe, HeYeJIOBeYeCKH KPacuBOe, HO TJIABHOE — IJ1a3a: OTPOMHBIE, (PUoseTo-
BbI€, TEPEMBAIOIIMECS OT CUPEHH JI0 CJHBBI, C UCKPaMH B ITTyOMHE, B KOTOPHIX MOXHO OBUIO YTO-
HYTb. TsKENOe YEPHOE IUIaThe CTPYWIOCHh U NEPEIUBAJIOCH, PACHIMTOE 30JI0TOM, U OT HErO UCXOIUII
CTpPaHHBIN 3aax — CBEKEH JIMCTBbI, BIAXKHON 3eMJIM U CJIAJKOBATOM THHJIH, C XOJIOIHBIM METaJLIH-
YecKuM npuBKycoM. OHa yiplOHYJIach — IUPOKO, OOHaXkast POBHBIE 3yObl, — HO B YJIBIOKE HE ObLIO
TeIJIa: TOJIbKO CIIOKOWHAs, yBEPEHHAs CUJIA.

Psayom ¢ Heit cTosin ero Asiekc. Manbuuk ciyIas, yTo oHa eMy ropopuiia. TEMHbIE BOJIOCH —
Kak y Matepu, xynoda — oT otia. [lapeHb ObLT BBICOK /sl CBOUMX JIET, HO BCE eIE He I0CTaBaJ Iake
10 TIOJIOBHHBI OTLIOBCKOTo pocTa. Ha oTlia oH faxe He B3MIsHYII.

— Auekc! — kpuknyn Jlyap. — Auiekc, uau ciopa!

PeOGEHOK He T1eToXHYJICS.

— Cikeub BepMy ! — 3a0pasiv U3 Toibl. OcTajbHbIE TOJXBATUIIN TYJIKUM 3XOM.
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Crpax ckoBan teso Jlyapa. OH BAPYr 0cO3HAJ, KaKylo IJIYIIOCTh OHU Bce TBOpAT. EMy noBonu-
JIOCh CTIBIIIATH 00 3TUX CO3/IAHMSIX U3 MPEJaHuU, U OH 3HAI: YOUTDb €€ MPOCTOMY CMEPTHOMY HE IO
cuity. Jla OH MPpOCTO MPUBEN JIIOJIEH Ha CMEPTh !

Jlyap He ycnen omOMHMTBCS, KaK TOJIA OTTECHUJIA €r0 B CTOPOHY. Teneps He OH KOMaHA0BaJl
— ero MpHUKa30B OOJbIIIe He CAyImaiy. B X ma3ax 3aKrinch xaxaa yOuncTsa u. .. al4HOCT.

— Her! — 3akpuua oH, HO roJI0C YTOHYJI B TOIOTE U PEBE.

Cger (pakenoB 3aruisical 1o JIMLAM, CO3/1aBasi KOHTPACT C BEIbMUHBIMU BpaTamMH.

Jlyap punyscs BMecte ¢ Myxkukamu. Ho oH He xoTen youBaTh — OH XOTeJI 3allUTUTh CBOETO
CblHa OT HMX. B Takoi HepazOeprxe MajJbYrKa MOIJIM 3apyOUTh 32 KOMIIAHUIO.

I'ynxuit cmex nepexpbul ryM Toirsl. CMestiack BeibMa. Ha MrHoBeHMe oHa 3aMepiia, CKJIOHUB
rOJIOBY HA0OK, ¥ OKMHYJIA TOJITY MeJIJIEHHbIM, U3YYalOIIUM B3IJIsIJOM — KaK XUIITHHUK, BHIOMPAIOIIUIA
kepTBy. TuimHa AyuIack JUIb MUT, HO Jlyapy mokasanock, YTO OHA JITUJIaCh BEYHOCTb.

[epeeiM Ha He€ Opocuics CTuM — pa3MaxHyJIcs TOMOPOM, Tiefis B Tiedo. Beabma nake He
aporHyja. OHa CKOJIb3HYJ/a B CTOPOHY, ¥ TOIOP paccek IyCTOTY, a €€ MaJblibl, YK€ IPeBpaTUBIINECS
B HOXEBHUJIHBIE KOTTH, C JIETKOCTBIO BOIIUIM B Tpyab JpoBoceka. CTUM OXHYI M PYXHYJ Ha KOJIEHH,
HE YCIIeB MOHSATh, UTO npousonuio. Cienom KuHyauch Jlbiouc u crapsiii aBapa — o0a ¢ BUIAMH
HariepeBec. BeibMa paccmesiiach 1, KpyTaHYBIIMCh BOITYKOM, Tiepepe3aia 000MM ropJio OTHUM JIBHU-
xeHreM. KpoBb OpbI3HYIa Ha MOXKYXJIYIO TPaBY, M TeJla OCeJH, KaK CKOIIEHHBIE CHOTIBL.

B omHO MrHOBeHMe OHa CIIOBHO OKa3aJsiach MOBCIONY. Pa3bsapEHHbIE KpecThsiHe Opocanch Ha
He€ ¢ (pakenamMu, HaJIesICh ONAIUTh U PaHUTh TBAPb, HO YapoJelKa UIpalour YKJIOHSUIACh OT YIapoB.
E€ HexHble Maiblibl IPEBPATUINCh B JUIMHHBIE KIMHKU. [1000OHO BUXPIO KOJNAYHbSI HOCHJIACH IO
KpYyry U CO CMEXOM BOH3aJla MX B TeJa Jiojel. BenapeiBaia :kMBOTH, Niepepe3alia III0TKH, U KPOBb
OpbI3rajia Ha e€ YEpHBIN MIENK, eiast ero 6arpoBbIM.

B Bo3ayxe noruiblt 3anax cMepty. Jlioan Kpuyaiv v CTOHAJIM.

Jlyap mipITazncs npoOuThes K cbiHy. OH U He JyMan JoOUpaThCs 10 BEAbMbI — BCE €TI0 MBICIIH
ObLIN TOJIBKO 00 AJlekce.

Manbuuk CTOsUT y BpaT W, He Moprasi, CMOTpes Ha 3Ty 6oiiHI0. Ero pyOarika, B KOTOpoi OH
yTPOM BBIIIET U3 I0Ma, Terlepb MPONHTAIach IPsi3bio ¥ oToM. IlITaHbl mopBasiuch Ha KoneHsix. Pe6eé-
HOK YTO-TO CKMMaJ B KyJiake, HO Jlyap He MOr pa3misiieTb, 4YTO UMEHHO.

JIBax bl ero 4yTh He COMIIM C HOT TeJla 3HAKOMBIX C JETCTBA MYXXYMH — cHavana teso CtuMma,
3ateM Oe3’KU3HEHHBIN MEITIOK, B KOTOPOM OH ¢ TpynoM y3Hau JIstouca. Y aeask sl Jlyap aynom yaep-
xkascs. OH nepeniaruBai 4epe3 HuXx, yepe3 UX KPOoBb, U JBUTAJICS BIIEPEN — TOJIBKO BIIEPEN.

— Auekc! TToiiném! — BBIKpUKHYJI OH, moA0eras K ChiHY.

Manburk cmoTpen ckBo3b oTia. Ero raza... Yro ¢ Humu crano? OHu oTpakaiu proneToBoe
cusiHMe 1 ObUTM KakuMH-TO MEPTBhIMU! Kyaa noneBasmich Te oM, yHac/leIOBaHHbIE OT MaTepu?

— Anekc! — Jlyap nonsITascs B3siTh MaJIbyMKa 3a PyKy.

TyT, cioBHO BriepBble, peOEHOK yBHIea oTia. Ha KpaTkuii Mur ero B3risia cpoKycHpoBaics,
Y B HEM MIPOMEJIBKHYJIO OTJAJIEHHOE y3HaBaHue. Ha MUr oH cHOBa cTajl TeM MaJbuMKOM, KOTOPOTO
Jlyap 3HaJ.

— [Nlanma? — nporuenTan Maib4vK, U B €r0 TOJI0Ce JPOrHyJia HaAeKIa.

A B crieiytonmii MAT ¢ KPUKOM OH BOTHAJT UTO-TO OCTPOE B OOK OTILY.

Jlyap oxHy:x u ocen Ha TpaBy. OH CKOCHJI IJ1a3a ¥ YBHJIEN, YTO U3 OOKa TOPYUT JUIMHHBIN U30-
THYTHI HOX. MyXUKMHa BBIIEPHYJ €ro U 3aCTOHAJT — 3BYK BBIPBAICS IIYXOH, )XHUBOTHBIA. KpoBb
XJIBIHYJIA M3 PaHbl, 3JTMBAs pyOaIlKy ¥ 3eMJIIO TIOJ] HUM.

— Ausiekc... 3a 4T0o? — Ha I71a3ax OTIA BBICTYIIWIIU CJIE3BI.

Ouy ManbYMKa CHOBA CTAJIM CTEKJISTHHBIMU.

Jlyap nmoBepHyJICs ¥ TOCMOTpEJT Ha TO, YTO OCTAaJIOCh OT TONMIBL. BegpMa qobuBasia mociegHero
— 3710 ObUT DIBapA. OHA cO CMEXOM TMoj/ea OKPOBABICHHBIMU HOTTSIMU €r0 TOJIOBY M pBaHYJa
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BBepX. XPYCT M CTOH CTHXJIM B TeMHOTe. [loisiHa OblIa ycesiHa TeJlaMi — €ro COCEIH, €r0 Ipy3bs,
€ro ceMbd. Bce OHM JiekaIu HETTOIBUKHO.

Jlyap nexan B coOcTBeHHOM KpoBU. OTHOIN pyKOW OH 32)KMMaJl pBaHylo paHy B OOKY, Ipyroit
CKPEOD 110 3emJ1e, IBITasICh HOATSIHYTh Tes10. OH MPOIBUTAJICS] MyUUTEIbHO MEAJIEHHO — IMPUXOIUIIOCH
emé 1 orudaTh rpy/asl TPYHOB HEKoraa ofgHoceabyaH. OH He 3HaJ, 3a4eM MOI3ET, HO KaKasi-To 4acTb
€ro ynpsiMo JIBUrajach BIEPE.

Benpma npricenia Ha KOPTOUKH M 0OHsIa Masibunka. EE€ onesx/ia mponuraiack KpoBbIO: TUIAThe
U3 YEPHOTo CTaso OAPAOBBIM. AJIEKC MOKAYMBAJ TOJIOBOM M YTO-TO OTBEYAN el — Hepa3OdopuMBO,
CJIOBHO B IOJTyCHE.

— Her! — npomenTain Jlyap. — Ilpomry, HeT.

UYapozeiika risHyJIa HA HETo, 3aTeM MOATOJIKHY/Ia MaJIbukKa K BpataM. ToT, He 0OepHYBIIIUCH,
HarmpaBwICs K HUM. MUr — U TeJio peOEHKA NOIOTHIIA 3epKaJlbHAsS TJ1a/lb. BCIbIIKa — U OH HcYe3,
CJIOBHO €r0 HUKOT/A U He ObLIO.

— Her! — nonsiTasncs 3akpuyars Jlyap, HO BRIpBaJICS JIMIIb XPUILIBIA Kallesb. V3 mia3 XJjbl-
HYJIU CJIE3BI, CMELLIMBASICh C KPOBBIO Ha €TI0 JIULIE.

Benpma Betana u mpubnmsuiack kK Hemy. E€ moxonka Oblia rpaio3Ha — TaKoH N03aBUIO0BAN
Obl koporu. OHa cTymnasa 1o Tesnam, He oOpaias Ha HUX BHUMaHHsI, U1 OCTAHOBMJIACH TIPSIMO Tiepest
HUM.

— Tbl O4EHb KPACUBBII MYyKUMHA, — IIPOMOJIBUAJIA OHA Y UT'PUBO MPOBEJIA NaJIbLIEM IO OKPO-
BaBJIeHHBIM ryoam Jlyapa. — ToIbKO TIOSTOMY ThI €IIIE JKUB.

— OrTkyna Thl B3s1J1aCh?

Konnynbst ycmexHynack 1 Bellipsmmiack. [TocmoTpena Ha Bpata — Ha X YEpHbIE KAaMHHM, Ha
MEPLAIOIILYIO [J1a/1b.

— DTOT MHpP CKOPO MepecTaHeT ObITh BallluM, — OOBSIBIJIA OHA U KOCHYJIaCh KAMHEW C CUM-
Boslamu. OT e€ masbleB N0 HUM Mo0eskaiy (PUoIeToBbie UCKpbl. — £ mpuiiuia cioga HegaBHo. Bpata
SIBUIACH CO MHOU. OYeHb CKOPO BCE MEPEMEHUTCS.

Jlyap nonsITazcs BcTath, U ¢ HSUMOBEPHBIM TPYIOM eMy 3T0 yaajiock. Horu ensa nepxanu, a
paHa B OOKY 3amyJibcpoBaja 00JIbio, OT KOTOPOH MOTEMHEJIO B IJla3ax.

— Mot ChIH. .. — BBIIaBWIT OH. — BepHu ero. Ymorsio. 3adepu MmeHs !

— Oox! — paccmesiiach BeibMa, U cMeX e€ pa3HEccs HaJl IyCTOU MoisiHON. — BepHyTh Tebe
ero 51 He Mory, npoctu. Ho ogHy yciyry 3a HeOOJBIIIYIO TIATy 51 MOTY OKa3aTb.

— ... Cnenato Bcé... Bepnu... ero.

[Tonyn nérkuii BeTepok. Bonockl BegbMbl B3METHYJIUCH, M OHA CMaxHyJIa psiib C JIMLA, OTKPbI-
Bas MpeKkpacHble uepTsl B3opy Jlyapa. Ha Mur oHa nokasanace eMy [OYTH aHIE€JIOM.

— OpnHaxpl, — Havajla OHa, U rojioc €€ CTajl 3aAyMUYUBBIM, — TBOW ChIH MOCTYKUT BEJIU-
KHUM LIesIM. MaJibuiK CMBIIUIEHBIN, O4eHb YMHBII. EMy noHpaButcsi B Mupe 3a rpanbio. OgHako s
pelmia 1aTh ero OTIly IIaHC cracTh pedéHKa. M mompoiy 3a 3T0 CynIyo MajaocTh!

— Yro... yrogso...

Ouu BenpMbl Os1ecHy M. OHa 00MHM3HYIA TYObI, CJIOBHO MPoOysl Ha BKyc ero otdasiHue. Korru,
KOTOPBIMHM OHA TaK paclpaBWJIach C TOJNIOW, UCYE3JIU, HO PYKHU MO-TIPEKHEMY OCTABAJIMCh B KPOBU
— TEIJION, Yy)KOW, YEPHOU B JTYyHHOM CBETE.

— Cy1yio MaJioCTb, 51 ke roBopro. Bcero-To oiHy MasieHbKyIo Ay1y.

Jlyap 3acronan v kuBHy/1. CTOSITh CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TPY/IHEE C KAKJIOW CeKyHJ0M. Mup niepen
r71a3aMH Kavascsl, Kak KopaOib B IITOPM.

— OtmuHO! — BepMa XJI0MHYIA B JII0IIH Y MOAOIILIA BIUIOTHYIO. 3aTeM JIETOHBKO MO/IXBa-
THJIA €r0 MOJ1 JIOKOTh U NoBesa K BpaTaM. OT He€ naxJio CBekel JIMCTBOM U CMEPThI0 — 3TOT 3arax
3aI10JIHUII €10 JIETKUE, BBITECHSAS BCE OCTAJIBHOE.
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— V 1e0s Oyner BO3MOKHOCTb OTBICKAaTh MaJIbuMKa TaM. ByeT HermpocTo, HO Kyaa 0e3 3Toro.
Ha noucku s otBeny Te6e... XM... ceMbcoT JieT. [lymato, XBaTuT, Kak currtaenib? Xa!

Jlyap He mor otBeTuTh. B m1azax temueso. Mup kavasncs. OH noHuMaJ, 4to ckopo ymper. Kak
OH BBIKMBET TaM, €CJIU YK€ ITOYTH MEPTB?

Jlutio ceiHa. .. AJlekc — camoe jioporoe, uTo y Hero ectb. OH u Capa... OTelr mokJsics cede,
YTO BEPHET MaJIbYMKa K MaTepy, 4ero Obl 3T0 HU ctomio. OH caemnaer 31o.

Jlyap yBuzen cBo€ oTpaxkeHue B 3epKalbHOM miagu. VickaxeénHoe, OneHoe, ¢ ria3aMu, Mos-
HBIMU yXaca. A 3a CIIMHOW — B IIPUMSITON TpaBe — AECATKU M3yBEUEHHBIX Tesl. Benpma kpomcana
MX C HEUEeJIOBEUECKON OBICTPOTOM U KeCTOKOCThIO0. VI Aiekc... PeOEHOK mpocTo cMOTpes1, He OTPhI-
Basick. JIyap TOuHO 310 BuAe. M He NOHUMAIl — MOYemy.

— 41 ympy, — npoiuenran oH, YyBCTBYsl, KaK XOJIOZl CMEPTH MOJHUMaeTcs OT paH. — Pana
HE MO3BOJIUT. ...

— Oox, 00 3TOM He BOJTHYHCSI, — YJIBIOHYJIaCh BejibMa, 1 YIbIOKa e€ Oblila XOJIOJHee HOUU. —
41 He nam TeGe ymepeTh, IOKa Thl He PACIUIATHIILCA. A Teriephb Iiaraii!

Ona TonkHyJ1a ero B Bpara. B nmno ynapun xomnon, u mup nepesepHyscs. [locieqHum 3ByKom,
KOTOpBIX ycbimian Jlyap, Obl1 POH3UTEBHBIM CMEX BEIbMBbI, PA3UPAIONIMIA TUIIIMHY HA YacTH.

«Bcé moavko Hauunaemcs!»— nporpemesio B rojioBe, U ThMa NOIVIOTHJIA €r0 CO3HAHUE.
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I'maBa 1

Hoxnap GapabaHnin mo JOOOBOMY CTEKJIy crapeHbkoro «®opma» Mapum — MOHOTOHHBIH,
HACTOMYMBBIN, KaK dyxkast 0011b. CKOPOCTh ObliIa MOJ BOCEMBECIT KWJIOMETPOB B Yac — He CKa3aTh
4yTOOBI CMEpTEJIbHASL, HO M HE yepenaliibsi, 1 Mapu To U Jies1o NorisapiBaia Ha yackl. OHa onas/sl-
BaJIa, ¥ U3-32 9TOTO MHCTUHKT CAMOCOXPAHEHUsI 1l COOM.

Acdanbr Grnecten oT JOX[Is, MPEBpaIasch B CKOJIBb3KOE 3€pPKajo, a COCHBI M0 00€ CTOPOHbI
TPACChl CMBIKAJIMCh HAJl TOJIOBOM, CO3/1aBasi TEMHbI TOHHENb. B canoHe maxJio cTapsiM IUIACTUKOM,
MOKPO# KYPTKOM 1 TOi 0COOEHHOM CHIPOCTBIO, KOTOpast MPOOMPAETCs B MAIIMHY Yepes3 JII0ObIE IIEH.
Mapu noé€xuiach, XoTs rnevyka padoTana Ha MOJHYI0 MOLIHOCTb.

— [a! Ma! Ja, bapa! — roBopuiia oHa B TpyOKy, BxkuMasi TeedoH IedoM B yxo. — I Bcé
9TO 3HaI0 1 6e3 Teos!

Bectu ogHoOM pykoii ObLIO HE CIIOKHO, HO MaHEBPUPOBATh MO0 MOKPOH Jopore — 3ajaya He
u3 nérkux. Koraa-to gaBHO oTel Hay4ms1 MoJIoAyilo Mapy BOIUTh, HO C TeX MOpP NMPAKTUKU MOYTH He
ObLJ10, U TEMEPh OHA OCTAJIACh C TEMHU K€ HaBbIKAMU, UTO U B BoceMHaIaTh. OHa cxkajia pyJsib Kpernye,
YyBCTBYS1, KaK BUOpAIsl MOTOpa TepefacTes B JIaJOHU.

— bapna! 4 ycnewo Ha 3Ty KOH(pepeHLMIo, He HaJI0 MHE BCE MOBTOPATH [0 BTOPOMY Kpyry!

Ona Mmoria Obl BbIeXaTh PaHbIlle, HO TOT/a €€ YYeHUKH OCTaIMCh Obl 0€3 MOATOTOBKH K BBIITYCK-
HOMY. A pa0oTa ¢ JeTbMu ObUIa ISl He€ CaMbIM BaKHBIM B KM3HM — OHA TOTOBA ObLJIa Ha BCE, JIMIIIb
Obl y HUX BCE CIOKMIOCh. Mapu MpocTo He Moriia Mx nojasecTd. OHa BCIIOMHMJIA JIMLIA CBOMX yYe-
HUKOB, X CM€X, UX BOIIPOCHI, U BHYTPU CTAJIO TEIUIEE, XOTS 32 OKHOM JIWJI XOJIOAHBIN JOXK/Ib.

I'ne-to B HEGe mporpoxoTal rpoM, U HaJl AOPOroil MOJIbIXHY/Ia MOJHUSL — HACTOJIbKO sIpKasd,
YTO Ha MIHOBEHHME CTaJIO CBETJIO, Kak JHEM. Tpacca cBopaurBaia B CTOPOHY, YXOZs BIIyOb Jieca, U
B CBETE MOJIHUM J€PEBbs Ka3aJIMCh YEPHBIMU CKEJIETAMHU.

— baaapn! — nporsanyna Mapu u 3akartiiia ria3a. bpocuia TenedoH Ha CHlieHbe U Cocpe/io-
TOYMJIACh Ha JI0pOre.

Crkomnpko emé oH OyaeT e€ nocraBarh? 3BOHII yKe B IATHIA pa3. OHa Opasia TPyOKY TOJBKO
notoMy, 4to Bapa Obl1 €€ pykoBoguTesieM Ha Bropoid padote. Koraa tenedoH 3a3BoHMI B 1IeCTON
pa3, Mapu, 4epThIXHYBILIKCh, CHOBA B3slJIa €r0.

— Mapwu, T MeHs crbivib? Mapu! — paspasncs B TpyOke oOecriokoeHHbIi rosoc bapaa.

— Cupiny, crpliny! — oTpe3asia OHa, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT MOJIHUS MOJIBIXHYJIA C HOBOW CHJIOW
— 1 Mapu kpaeMm I1a3a 3aMeTW/1a ABrkeHue Ha jgopore. Yenosek. IIpsamo nepen Held. Bricokuid,
TEMHBIN CHIIY3T, MOKPBIE BOJIOCHI, pa3BeBaloecs Ha BeTpy. OH CTOSA HENIOABUKHO, KaK U3BasHUE,
Y B 9TOM ObUIO YTO-TO HENPABUIIbHOE, HEECTECTBEHHOE.

— Tl'ocniogu! — BeIpBaIOCh y HEE, M TPyOKa BbINaIa U3 PYKH, YIAPUBLINUCH O KOJIEHO U yJIeTeB
T0J1 CU/IEHbE.

WNucTHKT cpaboTan ObICTpee MBICIHM: OHA PE3KO BHIBEPHYJA pYJIb B CTOPOHY, OOBe3kKas
(urypy. 3ag MalmHbI IOBEJIO IO MOKPOMY acajbTy, MOKPHIIIKHA B3BU3THYJIN — ITPOH3UTENBHO,
oT4asiHHO. MapH BLENWIIACh B PYJib, IIBITAsICh BBIPOBHATh, UYBCTBYS, KaK apEHAJIMH 5 KET BEHBI, HO
aBTOMOOWJIb He ciyascs. B cienyiomiee mraoBenue «Popa» ¢ TyJIKUM yIqapoM Bpe3asicsi B COCHY.

Ha mur oHa onenenena: rpoxoT MeTaia, 001k OT PEMHsI, BIMBIIETOCs B TPy/b, 3BOH pa3ou-
TOrO cTekJIa. Bo3ayx HamosHuIICs 3arnaxoM OeH3MHA M TAIEHO POBOAKH. M oHa MbIcib: «S1 ceituac
ympy». Cepatie OemeHO KOJTOTHIIOCh, TIepe/ I71a3aMH TUTBUIY MISITHA — KPACHBIE, OpPaHKeBbIE, CJIOBHO
KTO-TO pa3owi1 poHaph BHYTpH €€ royioBbl. Ho Korjia map u3-1moj Karnora Hayasl 3aTsIruBaTh TPECHYB-
11ee CTEKJIO, OHa ME/JIEHHO BbIJOXHYJA U MOHsIA — KUBa. Teno gpoxkaso, JpIXaHue cOUIoch, B
yIIax CTOsUT 3BOH, HO OHA OblJ1a JKHBA.

«Bot 310 51 ycnena Ha KoH(epeHIHI0», — MEeJIbKHYJIO0 B rosnoBe. Mpicib Oblta 10 abcypraa
CIIOKOMHOM, 1 3TO CIIOKOICTBUE HAIyrajio e€ OoJblie, YeM cama aBapusl.
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Mapwu oTcTerHysach U ¢ TPyIOM OTKpbUIa JBepb. CBEXECTh COCHOBOIO Jieca ylapuia B JIUIIO,
CMEIIMBASCh C 3aMlaXOM MaJIEHOW MPOBOJIKH U ropsiuero Metasuia. JJok b XJIecTa Mo JIMILY, ¥ OHa Ha
MIHOBEHUE 3a)KMYPHJIACh, IyBCTBYS, KaK XOJIOIHBIC KAILJIM CMEITUBAIOTCS C TIOTOM Ha JIOY.

Ona BbIIIa ¥ 000IIUIA MAIIMHY — TOBPEkKICHUS ObUTH CEPhE3HBIMU: KATOT CMST, PAAUaTop
MPOOUT, U3-TIOJ] HETO TeKJia TETUIas KUAKOCTh, CMEIIUBAsICh C IOk AeBoi Bofoi. Ho, cyas no Bcemy,
aBTOMOOWJIb eIIE MOKHO ObLIO criacTy. [1oToM MofHsIa TOJIOBY M MOCMOTpeNia Ha JJOpory.

Tam, Ha MOKpoM acdasibTe, Jiekasl TOT camblid YesoBeK. OHa roToBa OblIa MOKJISCTHCS, YTO
oobexana ero! Ho oH jexan HeNmojBMXKHO, U cepiie Mapy ¢kajioch OT JIeASHOTO MPETIyBCTBUS.

Omna no6Gesxana kK Hemy. Horu emg Tpsicimch mociie mepekuToro yxaca, 10xkIb XJIeCTall B JIUIIO,
Y OHA MOYTH HE YYBCTBOBAJIA XOJIOJAA — TOJIBKO IIYXOM CTYK coOcTBeHHOro cepara. OHa yrmana Ha
KOJICHU PSIJIOM C He3HAKOMIIEM U ITepeBepHyJIa ero Ha CITUHY.

Kpaewm riaza oHa 3ameTuia, 94To TpaBa BOKPYT €ro Tejia MOXKyXJia U modyperna, CJIOBHO KTO-TO
BBICOCAJT M3 He€ KW3Hb, XOTS HA BCEW OCTAIbHON 00O0UYMHE OHa ObLIa 3eJIEHOW M COYHOW. Mapu He
npujaia STOMy 3HAUYeHHs] — CJIMIIKOM ObLIa 3aHATA CTPAXoOM M TpeBoroi. OHa cMaxHyja MOKpbIe
BOJIOCHI C JIMIIA ¥ HAKJIOHWJIACh K HEMY.

[Nepen Helt OBLT IOHOIIIA JIET CEMHAIIATH — BBICOKHUH, XYJOIIABBIN, C Y3KUMH TUICUaMU U JIJTFH-
HBIMU HOTaMU, KOTOpbIe, Ka3aJioch, He TIOMECTHIIMCH OBl Jake Ha OOJMBHUYHOM KOMKe. Ero uépHble,
CITyTaHHbIE BOJIOCHI CIIAJIAJIN TTOYUTH JIO TI0sICa, TPSA3HBIMU TMPSASIMU 3aKPbIBast IO — OHU BBITJIS-
JeJ TaK, OyTO UX He CTPUTIIM MHOTUe rojibl. [Ipr 3T0M Ha rogdopoke He ObLJIO HU HaMEKA Ha pac-
TUTEJILHOCTb — TOJIBKO OJIeTHAS, TIOUTH ITpo3pavHasi Koxa. YepTsl JIMiia y Hero ObLTH IPaBUIbHBIMH,
Jake KPAaCUBBIMU: TOHKUH HOC, YETKO OUEPUYCHHBIE CKYJIBI, ITYCTh U 3araBIliie OT UCTOIIEHUS, U IYObI
C e/IBa 3aMETHOU TOJTyOM3HOM, KaK y TeX, KTO JIoro OblT Ha xosozae. M oH 61 xonomHbeiM. Korma
Mapwu KocHYJIach ero meKu, YT00b OTBECTH MOK PbIe TIPSIIU, OHA IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO €ro KOXKa MoYTH
JiefisTHAst, XOTS BO3/IyX BOKPYT He ObUT TAKMM XOJIOTHBIM.

Ho 6ombire Bcero Mapu nopasuiu ero miasza. Korja oHa oTBesia MOKpbIe Mpsiu co Jida, BEKU
MapHs CJierka MPUOTKPBUTUCh, U OHA YBUjENa UX — (PUOJIETOBBIE, YUCThIE, CJIOBHO JparolieHHbIC
KaMHH, 0e3 eIMHOTO BKparuieHus: MHOro mnpera. OHM Ka3ajvch HEUeJIOBEYECKUMMU, CBETSIIUMUCS B
MOJTyMpake, ¥ B HUX TUIECKasIach Takas nIyOrHa, 4to Mapu Ha Mur 3a0bl1a, Kak AbIIaTh. DT ObUIH
HE MPOCTO KPacHBbIE INla3a — OHU CMOTPESM HA MUP C KaKOW-TO JIpeBHEH, OOJe3HEHHON MYyIpo-
CTBIO, COBCEM HE COOTBETCTBYIOIIIEH IOHOMY JIMITy. B HUX ObUIa MycTOTa, HO HE Ta, U4TO ObIBAET MOCIe
TPaBMBI, a Ta, YTO OBIBACT y T€X, KTO BUJEJ CJMITKOM MHOTO.

A TOTOM OHa OMmyCTHJIa B3MJISAJ] HA €r0 PyKW U BCKpUKHYJA. OT 3aIscTvii 10 Tuied BCE ObLIO
MOKPBITO YKACHBIMHY IIIPAMaMH — JJTMHHBIMU, U3BUJIMCTHIMHU, ITYOOKUMU, TIEPECEKABITUMHE KOXY BO
BCeX HarpapyieHusX. HeKoTopsle mepepe3ay BeHsbl, IPyTye IMUTA BJOIb MBIIII, Oy/ITO KTO-TO METO-
JMYHO, C KECTOKOW aKKYpaTHOCTBIO, OCTABJISLT 9TH ciefibl. [lIpambl ObUTH CTaphIMM, JaBHO 32aKHB-
IIMMH, HO KOe-TJie BUIHEJIACh 3areKINascs KPoBb, CJIOBHO CBEXHE PAaHKU TIOBEPX CTAphIX PyOIIOB.
Pyku ObuTM Xy/IBIMU, C BHICTYTIAIOIIMMU CYCTaBaMU, U HA HUX He ObUIO HA €MHOTO yJacTKa HeTpo-
HYTOM KOXH.

Mapwu nouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK K TOPITy MOACTyMaeT ToimHoTa. OHa BUiela MHOTOE B CBOEH KU3HH,
HO Takoe — BriepBble. OHa 3acTaBuiIa cebs clienaTh IyOOKHA BJOX U OTBeJIa B3IJISII.

— Yro ¢ To60# MPOU30IILI0? — MpOoIIIenTaia OHa, XOTS 3HaJIa, YTO OH HE OTBETHT.

Pyxu gposkanu He TosbKo OT Xos1o1a. OHa 3actaBuiia ceOst IOIHATLCS U, CIIOTHIKASCh, ToOeKaia
K MamuHe 3a TesedoHoM. TenedoH HamENCs MO cuieHbeM, SKpaH ObLT pa3ouT, HO padotan. OHa
HabOpana «112» apoxanmMu maapliaMu |, TIOKa KJajla OTBeTa, CMOTpeJsia Ha HEMOJIBUXKHYIO (bUTypy
Ha fopore. JI0XIb TPoIoJIKall XJIeCcTaTh, pa3MbIBasi CJiebl KpOBU Ha acabTe.

B mamnmne ckopoit 66110 TecHO U BiaxHO. [1axiio ne3uHdekImeil, MOKPBHIM IIACTUKOM U TOM
0COOEHHOH OOJIBHUYHON CTEPUIIBHOCTBIO, KOTOpasi He epeOrBaeT, a JIMIIb MACKUpyeT Ooee riy0o-
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KHe 3a1iaxu — KpPOBH, 10T, cTpaxa. Mapu cujesa Ha OTKUTHOM CHJICHbE, BLCTIUBIIKCH B IOPYYEHb,
u cMoTpena Ha napHsi. OH Jiexkas Ha HOCUJIKaX HEeloJIBUKHO, TIOYTH He JIblia. [[pixaHue ObLIO TAKUM
POBHBIM, YTO Mapu Ha MTHOBEHHUE T0Ka3aJI0Ch — OH He ABIIUT BoBce. OHa HEBOJILHO KOCHYJIACh €T
PYKH, TIpoBepsis, KUB Ji oH. Koska Obla X0I0IHOM, HO MyJIbCe — ca0blif, HO POBHBIN — OWJICS 1OA
e€ manpiiamu. OHa He yOpana pyky. [oxap 6apaGaHuiI 1O KpsIiie, U B TOM MOHOTOHHOM IITyMe OBbLIIO
YTO-TO YCIOKaMBalIllee ¥ OJHOBPEMEHHO myramiee. Ckopas Myaiach o MOKpOW jiopore, 1 Mapu
cMoTpesia Ha OJie/IHOe JIMIIO He3HAKOMIIA, YyBCTBYS, KAK BHYTPH HE€ 3apOKIaeTCsl YTO-TO HOBOE —
CTpaHHOE, TPEBOKHOE UyBCTBO OTBETCTBEHHOCTH TIEPE/l STUM TIOUTH He JKMBBIM UEJIOBEKOM.

B GonpaMIle Mapu cuzena Ha MIacTUKOBOM CKaMelKe B KOPUIOpE U CMOTpesia Ha CBOM TPSCY-
mmecs pyku. Eil janm cyxyio ofnexay v ropsuuid 4ai, HO OHa BCE PaBHO HE MOIJIa COIPEThCs. XOJIO/
npoOpascs BHYTpPb, M HUKAKOM Yail He MOT €ro BHITHATh. B rojioBe KpyTHIMCh KapTUHBIL: MOJHUS,
TEMHBIN CHITY3T Ha Jlopore, (PUOJIETOBbIE IJ1a3a, mpambl. M noxyxias TpaBa. CTpaHHas JeTab, KOTO-
pasi Tenepb BCIUTBIBAJIA B TIAMSITH M 3aCTaBJIsUIa YyBCTBOBATD ceOs1 HeJIOBKO. OHA 3aK pbljia JIUIIO JTa0-
HSMH U TIIyOOKO BBIIOXHY/A. [Taxymo GonpHUIEel — ne3uH(peKIrel, JeKapCTBaMU, TyKOM OOJIbI0.
Omna HeHaBuENa ITOT 3amax.

— Mucc I'epran?

Ona nogusna ronosy. [lepen Hell CTOSUT BHICOKMI CeIOBaTHIA Bpad B OeloM xajaTe. Y Hero
ObLIO yCTaJI0e, HO BHUMaTEeIbHOE JIMIIO, M OH CMOTpEN Ha He€ ¢ CMeChio MPO(eCcCUOHAIBHOTO UHTEe-
peca u GecriokoiicTBa. OH MalIMHAJIBHO MOTEP NMEPEHOCHILY, CIIOBHO 3Ta MPUBBIYKA CTajia ISl HEro
MOYTU peIEKTOPHOIL.

— 41 nokrop eppuk. Bel — Ta jkeHIIMHA, 4TO pUBe3Ja napHs?

— Jla, — KUBHYJIa OHa U BCTaja, YyBCTBYS, Kak 3aTekyu Horu. — Kak oH?

— Xusg. [Tpumeén B ceds1, HO HUYETO He TOMHUT. AMHe3usl. — Jleppuk ToKavas rojIoBOH, U
B €I'0 IoJI0Cce MOCbIIIATIACh HOTKA TPEBOrM. — BcE Teso B mpamax, KOCTU CPOCMCh HETTPABUJIBHO,
CJIOBHO MX JIOMaJIi MHOTO pa3. U ma3a... ¢puoneroble. S Takoe BriepBbIE BUIKY.

— 4 Toxe, — Thx0 ckazaysa Mapu. — ¢ He 3HaW0, KTO OH. §l ero He cOMBasa, OH JieKaJl Ha
Jopore, Korja s yke Bpe3aJiach.

JleppyK MOCMOTpPEN Ha HEE TOJTMM B3MJISIOM — B HEM YMTAJIOCh HEJOBEPUE, HO OH TOJIBKO
MOKaJI TUIeYaMH, U B TOM jKecTe OblIa YCTaJIOCTh YeJOBeKa, KOTOPbIN CJIMIITKOM MHOTOE BUJIE.

— 4 Bpau, a He cienoBarelb, Mucc ['epran. Bel ipuBesu ero ;KUBbIM — 1 Ha TOM CIIacuoo.

OH pasBepHyJT UCTOPUIO OOJIE3HH U TOKAa4yasl rOJIOBOM, BOMS MAJIBLIEM IO CTPOYKAM, CIIOBHO
npoBepsis ceOsl.

— V nmapHs MHOXECTBEHHBIE CTapble MEpeiOMbl, MHOIME CPOCIUCh HerpaBuibHO. Ha pykax
U CIiMHe — TIIyOOKHMe pyOIbl, OCTaBJIEHHBIE OCTPbIM IpeaMeToM. [1o pacrosiokeHuo U XapaKkTepy
OHHU HE CllyyailHble,  CUCTEMATUUECKUE, HAHOCWIIUCh C MUHTEPBAJIAMU, CKOPEE BCEr0, HA MPOTSKEHUN
HECKOJIbKHUX JIET. DTO He pe3y/IbTaT HeCYaCTHOro ciyvasi. — OH omoirvai v J0O0aBUJI TUILIE, C HOTKOM
HEMOoJ/IeIbHOTO MHTEpeca, KOTopasi FpaHuymIa ¢ ofepkumoctbio: — W raza. .. ¢guonerossle. S 3a
TPUALATH JIET TIPAKTUKUA TaKOrO HE BHUJET. DTO HE MONIAETCS MEAUIIMHCKOMY OOBsICHEHHIO. $1 Obl
OUYEHb XOTeJI OHATh, YTO C HUM MPOU3OIILIO. DTO HE MPOCTO MEAUIIMHCKUI CTy4aid — 3TO 3arajka.
3Haere, 51 1a)e He 3HAI0, YTO HAIMCaTh B JUarHo3e. BriepBble B *KU3HU 51 pacTepsiH.

OH cHOBa NOTEP MEPEHOCHILY, CJIOBHO 3Ta MPHUBBIYKA MOMOrajia eMy coOpaTbCsi C MBICTSIMH.
3akpbL1 anky ¥ nocMorpes Ha Mapu. B ero B3 ie ynranach TpeBora, KOTOPYIO OH MbITAJICS CKPBITh
3a MPO(eCCUOHATBHON CIEPKAHHOCTBIO.

— Ecnu ero HUKTO He WINET, 3HAYUT, JIMOO OH HUKOMY He HyKeH, JIMOO Te, KTO 3TO CAenall,
HE XOTST, YTOOBI €r0 HAIIIH.

Mapu nobnenHena. CnoBa [leppyka MOBUCTH B BO3yXe, TSKEIbIE M XONOAHBIE, KaK MOKpast
TKaHb.
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— Yro0 1o ero ponuTtensiM? — CIpOCHIIA OHa, CTapasich, YTOOBI FOJIOC HE IPOTHYJL.

— Hukro ero He uier. Mbl 0O3BOHIIM BCE MPUIOTHI, A OObsBICHUS — Oe3pe3y/IbTaTHO.

Mapwu 3amomuasia. OHa mocMOTpeJIa Ha IBepb MaJaThl, 32 KOTOPOM JIeKaJl TOT CTPaHHBIN, N30U-
THIA MapeHb. E€ BHyTpeHHUH ronoc kpuyait: «Tel ¢ yma conuia? ¥ teds padoTa, YYEHUKH, TH U
TaK €/1Ba CBOJMIIL KOHIIBI ¢ KOHLIamu!». OHa MpeAcTaBmia, Kak OyaeT OObsCHSATh OMEKy COCE/IsM,
HAYaJIbCTBY, Kak OylIeT TaCKaTh ero 1o BpayaM U pa3ouparbces ¢ JokymeHTamu. Ho moTom oHa Bcrom-
HUWIA €ro I71a3a — TOTePsIHHbIE, pacTepsiHHBIE, MOJTHbIE TAKOW OOJMM U OMUHOUYECTBA, YTO OT OTHOM
MBICTH Y He€ ckanoch cepate. OHa MoyyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK I/Ie-TO BHYTPHU, B CAMOM TIIyOOKOM MecTe
AyIIH, IIEBEJIbHYJIOCh YTO-TO MAaTEPUHCKOE, UTO OHA CYMTAJIA IABHO YCHYBILIUM.

«51 He Mory ero OpocuTh», — MOAyMajia OHa, U 9Ta MBICITb OblJIa HE TPOMKOM, HE PEIIUTEIbHON
— OHa IIPOCTO MpPHUIIIA U OCTAIACh, KaK J0K/b 32 OKHOM.

Ona nopHsuia m1a3a Ha Jleppuka u TBEPIO MPOU3HECa:

— 41 BO3bMY €ro 1noj OIeKy, OKa He HallJyTCsl pOJHBIE.

Jleppyk KHBHYJI. B ero B3msae MeJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO MOXOXKEE Ha YBAXKEHUE.

— Xopol11o, — cKa3aj OH. — Sl MOAroTOBIII0 JOKYMEHTHI.

Korma Mapu Boriuia B najiaty, Asiekc yske He criaji. OH cujies Ha KOWKe, MOKaB JUIMHHBIE HOTH,
Y CMOTpEJ B CTeHy — aOCOMIOTHO HEMIOIBMKHO, TTOYTH Kak cTarysl. [Ipy 3ByKe 11aroB OH MeJJIeHHO
MIOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY, U Mapy Ha MTHOBEHUE TOKa3aJI0Ch, UTO €ro (PUOJIETOBBIE IVIa3a CMOTPST Ha HEE ¢
MyTaoIei sICHOCThI0 — 0e3 cTpaxa, 0e3 pacTepsIHHOCTH, TOJIBKO XOJIOMHOE, OLIEHUBAIOIIEE CIIOKOM-
crtBue. B 3TOM B3IIIsiIe HE ObLIIO HUUETO YeIOBEYECKOT0 — TOJIBKO JIPEBHSIS, BBIKKEHHAS MYCTOTa, U
Mapu nodyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK MO CIIUHE MPOOesKal XOIOIOK.

Ona MoprHy”na, U BujieHue ucdesno. Tenepb B ero B3rise Oblia Ta ke MOTepSHHOCTb, YTO U
panbinie. HaBepHOe, IpocTo MOKa3ajloch — I0CJIe aBapuy BCE TUIBLIO Mepe] Ila3aMH.

— K10 TBI? — cripocuit oH. ['ooc AporHys, HO B HEM OblIa Kakasi-TO CTpaHHas, Myraiomas
POBHOCTb, CJIOBHO OH 3a/J]aBajl TOT BOIIPOC HE B MEPBbIA pa3 U 3HAJ, YTO OTBETA HE Oy/IeT.

— 4 Mapu, — MArko ckasajia oHa, MPUCAXKUBASICh HAa CTYJI PSIIOM C Koikor. OHa cTapanach
YIBIOHYThCsI, HO YJIbIOKA BBIIILIA HATSHYTOW. — I cracia TeOst. Tol exait Ha gopore.

OH cMoTpen Ha He€ HECKOJIbKO CEKyHJ, TIOTOM OTBEpHYJICS K cTeHe. B ero momvannu Obu1o
YTO-TO TSDKEJIOE, IIOUTU OCA3AEMOE.

— 41 e nomHI0, — npoutenTan oH. — Huuero. Tonbko ums. AJiekc.

— AJnekc, — noBropuiia oHa. — A pogurenu? Tel nomuuib ux? I'ne Tol xun?

OH HaxMypwJICS, CKaJl BUCKH JIAIOHSIMU, 1 Mapu 3aMeTui1a, Kak MOAparuBaioT ero najiblibl —
OT HANpsIKEHUsI WK OT OOJIM, OHA HE MOTJIA TIOHST.

— Her... — rosnoc ero coppajicsi, U B 3TOM CPbIBE€ ITPOCKOJIb3HYJIO UTO-TO Hacrosiee, — 1
MBITAI0Ch, HO HUYero. Tosbko ThMa. U 6orb.

OH cxan pyKy B KyJIaky, U IIpaMbl Ha €r0 MpeIieybsx HANpsIIUCh, CTaB emé oonee OTYET-
JMBBIMHU. Mapu XoTesia KOCHYThCSI €T0, YCIIOKOUTh, HO UTO-TO OCTAaHOBMIIO e€. OHa He Mory1a oObsic-
HUTDb NIOYEMY.

— He nano, — tuxo cka3ana ona. — He 3acraBisii ceds. Bc€ BepHETCS cO BpeMeHeM.

AJeKc ormycTIII pyKH M CHOBa IOCMOTpeJ Ha He€. B ero razax Oblia myctota, Ho Mapu BIpyr
3aMeTuIIa, YTo OH He MopraeT. Hu pasy 3a Bc€ Bpemsi pa3ropopa. 1o ObLIIO HEECTECTBEHHO, TIOUTH
KyTKo. OHa OTBeJa B3IJIsA], YyBCTBYs, KaK MO CIIMHE CHOBA MPOOEKa XOJIOJOK — OoJiee CHITbHBIMN,
YeM B MPONUIbIA pa3. Y qpxanue ero ObUIO CIUIIKOM POBHBIM, ITOYTH MEXaHMUECKMM — 0e3 OObIY-
HBIX MUKPOABUKEHUH CIISLIETO YeI0BEKa.

— Toi MHe He Bpélb? — cripocu1 oH. ['os1oc ero 1porayii, 1 Mapu nokasanoch, UTO YTOJIKU €ro
ry0 4yTh 3aMETHO AEPHYJIUCh — HE YJIbIOKA, a YTO-TO MOX0XKeEe Ha YyCMEIIIKY, KOTOPYIO OHa, HaBepHOE,
MpOCTO MpuayMana. — Tl paB/ia MEeHs He yaapuiia’?
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— Her, — 1BEpno cKa3ana oHa, cTapasich, YTOOBI FOJIOC 3ByYasl yBepeHHO. — ¢ Bujena teds
Ha JIOpore ¥ MbITajdach 00bexaTb. Thl BOZHHUK M3 ITyCTOTHI.

Ha ogHo MraoBeHne — Bcero Ha MTHOBEHME — B €T'0 I71a3aX MEJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO OCTPOE, OUTH
xuuHoe. Mapu yBuesa B HUX Ty K€ SICHOCTb, UTO U B NEPBBIM pa3, U €€ JbIXaHUE MepexBaTHIIO.
A 3areM cHOBa HacTynwia Imycrota. Mapu 3amepiia, IbITasich MOHAThH, HE MOYYMIOCH Jiu eil. Ho on
CMOTpeJ Ha He€ CIOKOWHO, Jake 0e33alMTHO, U OHa BbIIOXHYJA. [Ipocto ycranocts. OHa OueHb
ycraa.

Ona mpoTsiHy/Ia pyKy, YTOOBI MOMPABUTh €ro BOJIOCH, Kak czenayia Obl ¢ pe6€HKoM. OH He
NEpHYJICS, 1 Mapy peluia, 9To OH IPOCTO CITUIIKOM ¢J1ad, 4ToOb pearnpoBath. Ho kora e€ masbiibl
KOCHYJIUCh €I0 BOJIOC, OHA ITOYYBCTBOBaJI4, YTO OHU 6bIHI/I BJIQ)KHBIMHU U XOJIOAHBIMH, XOTA IMPOLILJIO
yXke HECKOJIbKO YacoB C TeX IMOp, KaK OHa MpuBe3jia ero B OonbHMIy. U npIxaHue ero ObUIO TaKUM
POBHBIM, UTO OHa ITOYTH HE CJIbIIIAJIA €ro.

— 1 mo3abouych o Tebe, — ckazaia oHa. — Xopoiio?

OH nocMoTpes Ha e€ pyKy, TOTOM Ha He€ U Me/ITIeHHO KUBHYII. B ero B3misine He Obuto HU Ona-
rOAApPHOCTH, HU TeIlIa — TOJBKO IycTOTa. Mapu nojymMaiia, 4to Tak ObIBaeT MOCIIE TSKENON TPABMBbI,
Y HE CTajia 3alMKJINBAThCS.

— Ortapixail, — THXO CKa3zajia oHa. — { psijiom.

OH 51€r Ha NOAYIIKY, OTBEPHYJICA K CTEHE M 3aKPbLI I71a3a. Yepe3 MUHYTY JbIXaHHUE CTaJIO POB-
HBIM — CJIMIIKOM POBHBIM, IIOUYTH MEXaHW4YecKMM. Mapu nocujena eme HeMHOro, IJsi[s Ha ero
TEMHYIO (pUrypy, U B TOJIOBE y He€ KPYTHIIMCh OOPBIBKHU: XOJIOMHBIN B3I/, OTCYTCTBUE MOPraHUs,
CTpaHHasl yCMeIIIKa, MOXKyXJIasi TpaBa, jJeAsiHast koxka. OHa Obl1a CIIMIIKOM M3MOTaHa, YTOOB! aHAJIH-
3upoBarh. OHa BCcTana, OECIIyMHO BBIIUIA U3 MAJIATH U MPUCIOHWIACH CIMHOW K XOJIOJHOW CTEHe
KOpUO0pA.
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I'maBa 2

Mapu obGepHyach 1 B3IsiHYy/Ia Ha Ajiekca. [lapeHs cTosi Ha opore e€ KBapTUPHI U € TIOIO-
3pEHUEM OIJISIBIBAI TIPOCTPAHCTBO, CIIOBHO TOTOBBIN B JIIOOOM MOMEHT 3ammuinarbcs. Ero duonero-
BbI€ I1a3a CKOJIb3WIM MO CTE€HaM, M0 CTapoMy IIKady, MO MbUIBHOMY CEPBAHTY, U B 3TOM B3I
OBbLJIO YTO-TO HACTOPOKEHHOE, TIOUTH 3BEPUHOE.

OHa BCIIOMHWIIA, KaK OH CMOTPEJI Ha TAKCHM HECKOJIKO YacOB Ha3a/l: IJla3a CTaIU KPYIJIbIMHU,
Oy/ATO OH BUJEN MallMHy BriepBble. OH corllacuics CecTh B He€, HO BCIO JOPOT'Y CUJEN Ha Kpalo cuie-
HbsI, CKaB KYJIaKH, ¥ BEN ceOsl TaK, CJIOBHO B JTIOOOW MOMEHT TOTOB ObUT OUTHCS 32 CBOIO KU3Hb. [1pu
9TOM AJIEKC TTOCTOSIHHO TepeOWJI OMHTHI Ha PyKaxX, CTapasiCh MOIPABUTh UX, CIIOBHO XOTEJ CTSHYTh
MOBSI3KMU U MTPOBEPUTH, HA MECTE JIM ero mpambl. OH He pelacs 3TOoro cAearh Ipu Her, HoO Mapu
3aMeThIIa, KaK ero majiblibl CHOBA M CHOBA BO3BPAIAIOTCS K Kpalo OMHTA Ha 3aIlsICThE.

Mapu nosioxuiia Tpyoky u B3oxHy:1a. [Ipodiem HaBamiock ¢ u30bITKOM. [0 3TOro el no3eo-
HUJIM U3 aBTOCEPBUCA U CKA3aJIY, YTO JIErye KyNUTh HOBYIO MAllIMHY, YeM YMHUTh CTapyl0 — JIBUTa-
TeJIb — BCMSATKY, Ky30B HE IOJJIEKUT BOCCTaHOBJIEHHIO. 3ameyvaresibHo. [a eme u bapn: cyns no
ero TOHy, € MOTYT YBOJIUTD 3a Mporys KoHdepeHuu. [Ipunércs nucats NOAPOOHBIA OTUYET O TOM,
MOYEMY OHA HE SIBWJIACh, U OIPaB/bIBATLCS NEpe] Ha4YaIbCTBOM. EIlE myuie.

AJtekca BbInucay U3 OOJIBHUIIBI Ha CIISYIOIIee YTPO, U BOT TeNepb OHa MpHBeJia MapHs K ceoe
TIOMOW.

7Kuna oHa B IByIIKe B LIEHTpe J1, OTKY/A JI0 HIKOJbI ObLIO PyKO# noaath. Paiion tuxuit, ecinu
HE CUUTATh KEJIE3HOW TOPOTM HEMONAJIEKY, IO KOTOPOW TO M JIe]0 MUYalIuch noeszaa. Mx ryn uHorga
COTpsicasl CTeHbl, HO Mapu JaBHO MpPUBBHIKJIA U He 3amevasia. Myxka y He€ He OblIo, a J0Yb JIaBHO
chexaJia ¥ Bejia COOCTBEHHYIO XKU3Hb I7Ie-TO J1ajieko. Mapu He BUHMJIa €€ — BcE oHnMasia. Jloup He
3BOHMJIA YK€ HECKOJIBKO JIET, 2 Ha PeKhe COOOIIEHNS OTBeYaIa C JIETKUM MPeHeOpekeHUEM, CJIOBHO
HAIlOMHMHAasl MaTepH, 4TO TeNepb Y HEE CBOSI KU3Hb.

— Hy, Anekc, — ckazana oHa Kak MOXHO Oojiee KU3HEpaJIOCTHO, CTapasich IPOrHATh yCTa-
nocth. — Kak te6e moii nom? A nocemo 1eds1 B KoMHaTe Moeit fodepu. [lymaro, oHa He OyJeT MpOTHB.

[MTapens ornsizesncs, 3aTeM MeJIEHHO TIepecTyIu nopor. Ero aprskeHust ObUIM CKOBAHHBIMHU —
OH CJIOBHO MPOBEPsT KXl CAHTUMETP I0J1a, IPEkAe YeM NOCTaBUTh HOTy. OH MOJOMEN K cTa-
poMy mikady, MpoBEN NaJIbLIEM IO CTEKJISTHHOM ABEPLIE, U HA MTHOBEHHUE €T'0 JIMLIO 03apHJIOCh HETIOA-
JeJTbHBIM Y/IUBJIEHHEM — OYJ/ITO OH BIIEPBbIE BUIEN 3ePKAIbHYIO IOBEPXHOCTh. 3aT€M OH OTBEPHYJICS
Y [IOCMOTpEJ Ha JiocTpy. Takas ke crapas, Kak v Bcerga. E€ Beman eme orens Mapu, Korjga-To JaBHO,
Y OHA MOMHWJIA, KaK B JIETCTBE pasIIsbplBajia XpycTalibHble oABECKU. [louemMy-TO MMEHHO JirocTpa
BbI3BAJIA Y MAapHs JOJTMM, U3yYalolUi B3MJIsAL. 3aTeM OH IMOJOUIEN K CTONY, Ha KOTOPOM Jiexkasa
rasera, B3sul e€ B pyKHU U IMOBEPTEJ, PasIJIsibiBasi ¢ 00EMX CTOPOH, CJIOBHO 3TO ObUT HEBEJOMBIIA apTe-
(paxr.

— A MOXHO MHE JIpyroi reprameHT? — CIPOCHJI OH, He TIOMHMMAs I71a3. — 1 Obl XOTen
O3HAKOMUTBCS ¢ MH(POPMALIUEN.

«[leprament? Hy 1 myTo4km».

— Hy, — npotsnyna Mapwu, crapasich He NMOKa3bIBaTh yIUBJIEHUS], — OOIOCh, IEPraMEeHTOB Yy
MeHs HeT. Ho ectb koe-uto apyroe. Kommnbiotep nononaer?

AJteKkc 03aJJaueHHO BBITHYJ OpPOBb, M Ha €r0 JIUIE MEJIbKHYJIO UTO-TO TIOXOXee Ha HeJlOBepHe.

— A ero MO)XHO YMTaTh?

— MoxHo, — ynsioHyIacs Mapu. — 1 mokaxy.

Crenyrompe 1Ba yaca oHa 0ObsICHSIIA AJIEKCY, KaK TOJIb30BaThcsl KomibioTepoM. OHa paccka-
3bIBaJIa O MBIIIH, O KJIABUATYPE, O TOM, KaK OTKPbIBATh Opay3ep, a OH CUJIeJ, YyTh HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY,
U CIIyIIaJl ¢ TAKUM HanpsDKEHHBIM BHUMaHUEM, OYITO OT KaXIOro e€ ClioBa 3aBHCENIa €ro KU3Hb.
[Tpu Bue TEXHUKHU €ro Ijla3a CHOBA CTAHOBWJIMCH KPYIJIBIMU, KAK MOHETBI, a MaJblbl B OMHTAX TO
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CKMMAJIUCh, TO Pa3’KMMAJIKCh, CIOBHO OH OOPOJICS C jKeJIaHMEeM KOCHYThCS SKpaHa WM, Ha00OpOT,
OTIIAaTHYThCSA. OH TO U JIeNI0 CIIpalIvBall O Pa3HBIX BELIaX: MOYEMY KAPTUHKM JBUTAIOTCS, Kak 3BYK
MOMNaJaeT B MAJIEHbKYIO KOPOOOUKY, 3a4eM HyKHa 3Ta «[ayTHHA». Mapy MpUXOIIIOCh UCKATh MPO-
CThIe OTBETHI, MOAOUPATh CJIOBA TaK, YTOOBI OH MOHsI. Ei Ka3zanoch, OyATO OHa pa3roBapvBacT C
MaJIeHbKUM PeOEHKOM, KOTOPBII BIIEPBBIE YBHET MUP 32 MpeaesiaMu cBoell KOMHAThl. B nyie oHa
y/IBIOAIach — 3TO HAIIOMHMHAJIO Te JaJIEKUe BpeMeHa, Korjaa e€ A0ub 3a/1aBajia MoJ0OHbIe BOPOCHI,
CUJISl y HEE HA KOJICHSIX.

Ho ckBO3b 3Ty J€TCKYyI0 HAMBHOCTH TO | JIEJIO IPOOMBAJIOCh UTO-TO Jipyroe. Korma on cmotpen
Ha 9KpaH, B €ro Iiia3ax MejbKaja CTpaHHasl, MOYTH XHIIHAsI COCPEAOTOYEHHOCTh — OYATO OH He
MIPOCTO Y4WJICs, @ BOUTHIBAJI MH(OPMALIMIO, aHAJM3UPOBAJI, 3aTIOMUHAJ Ha YPOBHE, HEJOCTYITHOM
0OBIYHOMY UeJIOBEKY. Map OTMaxuBaach OT STUX MBICIIEH, CIIMChIBAsI UX HA YCTaJOCTh.

Bckope nmapeHs OCBOWIICS M HAUaJl TIOJIb30BaThCsl MHTEpHETOM Oe3 e€ momori. OH OTKpbIBaT
BKJIQJIKM OJTHO 32 JPYT'MM, U €T0 Mablibl, BCE emE B OMHTAX, JBUTAJIKCH [0 KJIABUATYPE C MyTalolei
JIETKOCTBI0. Mapy ¢ YyBCTBOM BBHITMIOJTHEHHOTO JIONTA YIIIJIa TOTOBUThH OO€I.

['oTOBUTSH € MPUXOAUIIOCh HEYacTO — OOBIYHO OHA MIepexXBaThiBaJIa Ha X0/, YTO MOMaETCs
noz pyky. Ho 11 takoro aena npunuiocs notpyautbes. OHa 1ocTajia cTapylo KacTproiiio, Hapesasa
OBOIIIY, MOCTaBUJIA CyNl HA IUIMTY. Ega BelUIa He3ambICIOBATOW: JIETKUI caslaT, OBOLIHOM CYI U
HemHoro Msica. Kornma-to maBHo Mapu 4acTo roToBujIa, M HaBbIK €IIE He ObLT yTpaueH, XOTs PyKH
y’ke He TOMHWIY NIPEeXKHEN YBEPEHHOCTH.

— Aulekc! — no3Basia OHa, BBITUPAsi pyKH O rojioteHiie. — He npoTtuB noects?

OrtBera He nocneoBasio. Mapu nocraBuiia YaiiHUK M NI03Bajla CHOBa, rpomye. TuimHa. OHa
HaXMypHJIach U IOIUIA IOCMOTPETh, YEM 3aHAT NapEHb.

AJnekc cujien 3a KOMIIBIOTEPOM, U €ro MaJlblibl JIETAJIU 10 KJIABUAType C TaKOM CKOPOCTBIO, UTO
Mapu efBa ycrieBania cieinTh 3a HUIMH. JIeHTa HoBOCTel IposieTasa repes ero ria3aMu, CMeHsIsl OIHY
CTpaHMILy 3a JAPYroM, CJIOBHO OH HE YMTas, a CKaHupoBai uHpopmaiumio. CallThl MeJIbKaIU, TEKCThI
CJIMBAJIMChH B CIUIONIHYIO TIoJiocy. Y Mapu 3apsiOniio B ria3ax.

— AJeKC... 3TO He Urpymiku! — ckasajna OHa, cTapasich, YTOOBI TOJIOC 3BYYasl CTPOrO, HO
BHYTPU HEE LIEBEJIbHYJICS XONOJOK.

OH oTopBaJ1 B3MJI/1 OT MOHUTOPA U MocMoTpes Ha He€. Ero ¢uroseroBble 11a3a — CIIUIIKOM
SIPKUE, CIIMIIIKOM HEMUraiole — CMOTpeJIM Ha He€ ¢ myraroiien sscHocThio. Ha MraooBenue Mapu
MOYYBCTBOBaJA ceOsl HE B CBOEH KBapTUpE, a B 1aOOpaTopuu, rae e€ n3ydaioT MojJ MUKPOCKOIIOM.

— Bamna ucropus He camas Jtydinasi, — CKa3ajl OH POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

— Yero?

— Hcropus Mupa, — MOSICHWI NApPeHb, U €ro TojIoC 3ByYasl OTCTPAHEHHO, CJIOBHO OH JieJiall
BBIBOJ] O YEM-TO JIaBHO U3BECTHOM. — Bcs McTopus yesoBeyecTna.

— Hy... — o3agavyeHHO MPOTSAHY/Aa OHA, YYBCTBYS, KaK XOJOJOK Mpoderaer mo cnuxe. — 1
HE COBCEM NOHUMAIO. . .

— Jliopu ToNbKO M TbITalOTCS yonBaTh. BoiiHa y Bac B KpoBu. Ternepb NOHATHO, MIOYEMY BbI
HE MOXKETE KUTb B MUPE.

Mapu nepenépayiio. B ero ronoce He ObUIO 3700bI, HE OBUIO SMOIMIA — TOJBKO XOJIOAHAS,
OecripricTpacTHast KOHCTaTalus (pakta, Kak y y4EHOro, OMUCHIBAIOIIETO MOBEIeHUE MOAONBITHHIX. OH
CMOTpeJ Ha He€ He KaK Ha CMIAaCUTENIbHHMILY, a KaK Ha MPEe/ICTaBUTeNIsl BPakaeOHOro BUa, KOTOPOTO
u3yvaer ¢ 6e3omacHoro paccrosiHus. OHa Mo&XmIach, HO 3acTaBmiIa cedst yIBIOHYThCs. XOJOIOK,
MpoOEeKaBIIHIA TIO KOXe, He TIPOXOAMII IO CaMOro Beuepa.

— DTO Thl MPOYUTAJ B UHTEPHETE WJIM YTO-TO BCIIOMHMJI? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA, CTapasich, YTOOBI
roJIoC He APOTHYJI.

— IIpounran.

«MeHs He ObUIO TpuALATh MUHYT. [IpounTan oH, ara».
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— B o6miem, mMbl moroBopuM 00 9TOM 4yTh TO3Ke, criepBa Halo noectb! — Mapu nouecana
3aTBUIOK, YYBCTBYS, KaKk e€ y/IbplOKa cTaHOBUTCS HaTsiHyToW. OHa He 3HaJia, Kak pearuposath. Eciu
OH HMYEro He MOMHHT, KaK OH MOT 3a KaKHe-TO MoJIyaca MpovuTaTh Takoe?

En Anekc ObICTpO, HO MTPU 3TOM MPOCMATPUBAIT KAXKABIA KYCOUEK cajlaTa ¥ OBOIIA 0 OTAEb-
HOCTH, TIOIHOCHJI K JIMITY, IpUHIOXHMBaJIcs. Kazanock, OH mpoBepsiyI ey Ha HAJIMYMe s11a WITH KaKoro-
TO ofiBoxa. Kaskioe apukeHne ObIJI0 OCTOPOKHBIM, TOYTH OIO3PUTENILHBIM, 1 Mapy 3aMeTHIa, Kak
ero MaJIbIIbl APOXKAT, KOrjaa oH Oepér okKy. OH He 1oBepsit eii. OH He JOBEpsI STOMY MHUPY.

— AJnekc, — Hauyana Mapu, Korja OH OTJIOKWI BIIKY. — Thl COBCEM HMYErO HE TOMHUIIb ?
Otkyna te1? 3BoHMI AOKTOp eppuk. OH rOBOpUT, YTO HUYETO HE CMOI HAlTH MO MOBOAY TBOMX
ponuteneii. Hukakoi naopmaimu o tede.

[NapeHs He MOAHMMAJT TOJIOBBI, CMOTpE B TapesKy. Ero 4€pHbie BOJIOCH! CBHCAIN YyTh JIU HE JI0
crona, cKpbiBast uiio. [To3:xe Hago OyaeT OTBECTH ero B MaprukmMaxepckylo. Ilneun qaxe B IIMPOKOH
pyOainke, KoTopyto Jai JIeppuk, Ka3aauch XyabIMUA — MTPOCTYIAJIH JIOTIATKH, ¥ CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb
yraapiBauch ouepranust péodep. [lapeHsb aeiicTBUTEHHO ObUT OYEHb XYIOLIABBIM, IO M3MOK/ICHHUS.

— Mowu ponuTenu ymepiu, — HaKOHeI] cKa3asl oH. ['ooc ero ObuT THUXUM, OYTH Oe3KU3HEH-
HBIM. — $] HE MOMHIO TOYHO, KOT/Ia 3TO ObUIO... $1 ObUI COBCEM MajleHbKUM. DTO BCE, UTO s MOTY
CKazarb.

— Tak b1 cupoTa! — BbIJOXHYIa Mapu. MBICIH 3aMeTauCh: BOZMOXHO, cOeKall U3 KaKoro-
TO nipuioTa. .. Ho Toraa 3asBsummm Obl 0 iporaske. .. Bper nnm ropoput npapay? OHa He MOTJIa MOHSTb.
B ero ronoce He 6bU10 (pastblM, HO OBLIO YTO-TO JAPYroe — CTEHA, KOTOPYI0 OH BO3BOAMI MEKLY
coOoit 1 Mupom. OHa pelia Moka He JIaBUTb.

Mapu omycTuia ToJOBYy M JISHUBO TOKOBBIpsIach B Tapenke. EcTh pe3Ko mepexoTesnoch.
KoneuHo, 310 OBUT €€ JoJT — MOMOYb MapHI0, TIoMaBieMy B 6ey. [Ipyroro Beidopa oHa He BUIeNA.
Ho B ryOuHe ayi meBesuiics CTpax, KOTOPBIi OHa He MOTJia OObSICHUTD.

— JlazgHo, pa3depéMmcs ¢ 3THM, — CKa3asla OHa, yOorpast IycTble TApesIKH, U MoCTapasach cMe-
HUTH TeMy: — Jlymalo, HaM CTOMT CXOOUTh B Mara3vH U MPUKYNUTh TeOe Bellle, Kak cuntaenib? [a
Y B LIKOMTY TeOsI OMpeaesiM.

[NapeHs KMBHYI, CIOBHO TOJIBKO 3TOTO M K a. OH J0es CBOIo ey U nomor yopats nocyay. Ho
KOTJJa OIUH OMHT COMJICSI B CTOPOHY, OTKPBIB YUYACTOK KOKH, OH €/JBa He BRIPOHUJI TAPEJIKY — C TAKOM
MAaHWYECKOH CHELIKOW MPUHSJICS MOIPaBJIsATh NMOBA3KY, HATArMBas €€ Ha 3arnscTbe. Mapu 3ameTnia,
YTO Ha €ro JINIIE MeJIbKHYJIA TeHb yXkKaca — OBICTPOT0, OCTPOro, Kak yaap HOKOM, — KOTOpast IOUTH
cpa3y CMeHWIach MPUBBIYHBIM Oe3paziuureM. Ero masbipl Apoxkanu, KOraa OH 3aTaruBaji OUHT, U
OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MpOBEPUJI, TUIOTHO JI OH CUAMT, MIPeXe YeM yOpaTh PyKH 3a CIHHY.

Ona pemmia He MPUAABATh STOMY 3HAYEHHST — MAJIO JIM, YTO MIPOU3OIILIO C HUM B ITPOILION
KU3HN».

B marasuHe oHu OBICTPO BBHIOpaJIM HECKOJIBKO BEIel: MPOCThle pyOaIllku, KUHCHI, KYPTKY.
AJlekc cam MONpOoCHUsI KYMUTh UIMHHBIE KOXKaHble TIepYaTKy MO JIOKOTh — OH HATSHYJ MX Cpasy,
MpsIMO B IPMMEPOYHOM, U KOT/ja Bhilies, Mapu 3aMeTnIa, Kak ero rjiedy 4yTh paccaaduimch. Tenepb
IIpaMbl ObUTH HAJIEKHO CKPBITHI, ¥ TTApEHb 3aMETHO MPUOOOAPHJICS, XOTS B €T0 I71a3ax BCE emlé ocra-
BaJIaCh HACTOPOXKEHHOCTh. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 CKajl M pa3kall MaJIblbl B MlepYaTKax, CJIOBHO MPOBeE-
psisi, HE MEIIAIOT JIM OHU €My JIBUTAThCS.

Ocrarok AHs TPOMIEN CcroKoWHO. Beuepom Mapu pacckazana eMy O HIKOJIE, O TOM, YTO OH
MOWAET B e€ KJacc, U AJIeKe, Ka3alioch, ObUT JOBOJICH — OH JIaXe YJIBIOHYJICS, M 9Ta YIbIOKa Oblia
MOYTH YesioBeueckoil. Ho Kora HOYbI0 OHA MPOCHYJIach OT CBETa, MPOOMBABILETOCS W3-TIOI JBEPH
COCEHEel KOMHATBI, U 3alJIsIHyIA Ty/a, e€ cep/lle MPOMyCTUIO yaap.

OH cujen 3a KoMnbloTepoM. JIeHTa HOBOCTel MpoJieTalia Mepes] ero ria3aMu ¢ HEMBICIMMOM
CKOPOCTBIO — CTPAHHUIIBI CMEHSUIM JIPYT Apyra ObICTpee, YeM OHa yCreBala MOPrHyTh. A €ro 1peTa
aMeTHCTa T71a3a TOJIBIXaJIM B TEMHOTE, Kak J1Ba (pOHaprKa, OTpaxkasi XOJOqHbINA cBeT MoHUTOpa. OH
HE MOpraJi, He IeBeIWIICS. AJIEKC POCTO CMOTPEJ, BIUTHIBAJI, 3AIIOMUHAJL.
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«KT0 %€ ThI?» — mojymMasnia oHa, YyBCTBYS, KaK IO CIIMHE MpoOeraeT XonoA0K, He MMEIOLTHIA
HHUYEro oOIIero ¢ HOUHOM MpoxJafoi. Yro-To B ero nose ObUIO HEMPABUIIBHBIM — CJIMIIIKOM HETo-
JBVKHBIM, CJIMIIKOM YyKHMM JU1s1 3TOoro Mupa. OHa THXO MpPUKpbUIA ABEPb, CTAPAsCh HE ILIyMETb, U
JOJITO CTOsIJIa B KOPUIOPE, MPUCTYILIMBAsCh K TULIMHE, IPEXKIE YEM BEPHYTHCS B CBOIO KOMHATY.
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I'nmaBa 3

— CerogHsa npuaeT HoBeHbKUM! — KaTpuH ax moanpeIrMBaia Ha CTyjI€ OT HETEpPIEHUS.
E€ ra3a, mpuBBIYHO OrPOMHBIE, CUSUIM MPEABKYIICHUEM, a TyObl — IyXJible, OaHTUKOM — ObLIN
Kalpu3HO OTTOIBIpeHbl. CUMTANIOCh, YTO TaKKe TyObl IPUBOISAT JAEBYILIEK K CBETION M 0e33a00THON
*u3HH, 1 Karpun cBsaTo B 310 Bepuia. OHa ObU1a ITyIol KyKJIOi, He 6ojee Toro, — Mo KpaiHen
Mepe, Tak JyMaiu Bce. OIHaKO MIMEHHO 3TO Y ITPUBJIEKAJIO K HEN NAPHEN: JIETKOCTh, JOCTYITHOCTD,
OTCYTCTBHE CJIOKHOCTEN. MerTu 3Hajla TO, 4ero He 3HaJl HUKTO: 10 Houyam KaTpuH pucoana — He
IIPOCTO TaK, a MOTPACAIOLIME NOPTPEThl MACJIOM, KOTOpbIE MpsTaja Mo KpoBaThio, O0SACh, YTO €CIIH
KTO-TO Y3HAeT, €€ NepecTaHyT BOCIPUHUMATh Bcepbe3. OHa Oblla HE TaK MPOCTa, KaK Ka3ajlack, HO
IIPEANoYnTaIa HOCUTh MAacKy.

[IIxona ObL1a CTapoii, C BHICOKMMU MOTOJIIKAMHU ¥ OOITYNHBIIIEHCSl KPACKO# Ha cTeHax. B kopuio-
pax BEYHO MaxJIO MEJIOM, ICIEBBIM OCBEXKUTENIEM BO3IyXa U 3aTXJIOCTBIO CTAPhIX Y4eOHUKOB. JlocKn
OOBSIBIICHUI TTECTPEITN TIOKEITEBIIMMU OOBSIBJICHUSIMY, A HA TIONOKOHHUKAX CKaIUIMBAJIACh BEKOBAsI
nbUtb. Ho yueHMKH yxke He 3amMmedanyu 9TOW YHbUIOW OOCTAaHOBKM — [UIsl HUX IIKOJA ObLTa MPOCTO
MECTOM, I'JIE OHU ITPOBOJWJIM BPEMS MEXKY BEUEpUHKAMH, CIUIETHAMM U PEJKAMU IONBITKAMU CIaTh
9K3aMEHBI.

Merru nokayasa rojloBoi 1 OTBEpHYJIach OT NMoApyry. OHa NoMNbITajlachk BUMTAThCS B yUEOHUK
10 AHATOMHH, HO U3-32 TOMOHA OBLIO TPYAHO COCPeOTOUNThCS. [lepemMeHa Oblia B pasrape, 1 roioca
OJTHOKJIACCHMKOB CJIMBAJIVCH B CIUIOIIHOM I'yJI, KOTOPBIX OWII 1o BrckaM. OHa 4yBCTBOBasIa, Kak BYe-
palIHUA AJIKOTOJIb €IIE OTHAETCS TYIOU TAKECTBIO B 3aTBUIKE.

«Yépm, ayuue Obl 1 00Ma SMUM 3aHANACH!»

— HNurepecHo, kakoit oH? — He yHuMasack Karpun. [leBymka npogoimkana €p3arh Ha CTYJIe,
e€ CBeT/Ible KOCUYKH BEpPTEJIMCh BO BCE CTOPOHBI, a I00Ka 3a1pasach YyThb BbIIIE AOIMYCTUMOIO. —
Ectp 1 y Hero aeBymka? AX, eciii OH CBOOOZIEH, 51 mepBast!

— Bor npugér — u cama y Hero crpocuils! — oTo3Bazack ¢ cocegHero psajga Colo.

Merru nocMotpena Ha TeMHOBoJocylo AeByuiky. Hy ma, 3yOpuika Celo. Beerna nepsas B
y4€06e, HO TocyetHss B MOOBH. ChI0 IOCTOSTHHO YTO-TO YUHJIa, YTOOBI TOTOM OJIECHYTh Iiepe/] IPerio-
JaBaTesisiMU, U e€ peryTauus «0oTaHuKa» Obula HepylMMa. [IpaBa, HUKTO He 3HaJl, YTO 110 Beuepam
OHA CJIyIIAET TSKENBIM POK, 3aKPBIBIIACH B HAyIIHUKAX, U MEYTAeT CTaTb BOKAJIMCTKOU B TPYIIIE,
HO OOMTCs, YTO ponuTenH y3HaoT. E€ TéMHBIE BOJIOCH, Beerna cCoOpaHHbIe B CTPOTUi XBOCT, ObLIN
€€ MaCKMpPOBKOM.

— T'oBopAT, OH BbIcOKMIA! — KaTpuH 3akaTuia ria3a U NpuKycuia HIxHIo ryoy. — U yep-
HoBosochi! Ax! Paccrerny-ka 4 ele oqHy IMyroBUYKy, BAPYI OH HE pasIIsuT.

«Koeoa snce muol yeomonuutves ?»— Merru B3I0XHy/a, YyBCTBYS, KaK BUEpAIIHAS YCTAJIOCTb
JABUT Ha IUICYH.

BykBbl pacrsiBasucs nepes miazamu. CmbIci €10B yckosb3al. Hy KOHEUHO, IOCIE TakOU-TO
HOYkM. VIHTepecHO, a MaTh yke y3Hasla, 4To OHa He HoueBasia Joma? HaBepHoe, HeT, MHaye Obl yxe
nojHssICcA op. Bripouem, eii ObLJ10 MOYTH BCE PaBHO.

CrpanHo, HO y KaTpuH OT BHIITUTOrO CIUPTHOTO COBEPILEHHO He Oosena rososa. Ilogpyxka
MOIJIa XOTh BCIO HOYb ITUTh U BECENUThCS, @ HAYTPO IMO-TIPeKHEMY OblTa O0fpa, CBeXa M MCKasia
ce0e HOBYIO JKepTBY. YAMBUTEIbHOE CBOICTBO. [Ipo ypoku JeBylKa 1 He Jymaa, Uist He€ 3TO ObUIO
JIMITHUM KOMIIOHEHTOM B JKW3HHU.

VBBI, HO Merru Obl1a He Takoi. Jla, oHa JToOWIa pa3BesThCs, CXOOUTh C APY3bsIMU B KaKOW-
HIOYb Oap. biaro, CaM Mor CMOKOIHO POBOANTD HECOBEPILIEHHOJIETHUX B TAaKME 3aBelieHus. Beser,
YTO y HEro ObLIM OOraThie POAMTEIN M Macca 3HAKOMBIX BO BeeX cpepax ku3Hu. [a, c HIM He COCKy-
YMILBCH.
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W BCE ke Takas KU3Hb M3PSAHO cTana Hajoenath Merru. E€ yxe He Tak pagoBany KiyOsl, U
MeHbIlle TTpUBJIeKau KpyThle Tauku. la u Cam ctan ee pasapaxars. Pazymeercs, oH ObLT Kpacas-
YMKOM — OT €r0 MBIIII] BCE JIeBYIIKU ObLTH 6e3 yma. CBeTible BOJIOCH BCEra KPacHBO YJIOKEHbI,
Bcerga oeT ¢ Urosioyku. [lapeHs ObUT CIOPTCMEHOM, M MHOTHE TIPOPOYMIIM €My CBeTsIoe Oyayliee B
criopte. U na, oH Obu1 BecEnbiM. OTHAKO YTO-TO OTTATKMBaIO Merru ot Hero. OHa U cama He MorJia
0OBbsCHUTH cebe, YTo ObUIO He Tak. UTo-TO B €ro ria3ax — CIMIIKOM CaMOYBEPEHHOE, CITUIIKOM
COOCTBEHHMUYECKOE — BBI3BIBAJIO y HeE Tiyxoe pasapaxkeHrne. Ho Cam gy B Hell He Yasii, ¥ 3TO
TArotui1o. C 3TM HaJo OBUIO CPOYHO UYTO-TO JIEJIaTh.

Ckoubko ceppier] oHa yxke pa3ouna? lecsats? CoOOCTBEHHO, HIYETO HOBOTO He IPOU3O0MJIET, eCIT
B KOIMWIKy Merru 100aBUTCS €IE OHO.

— Bui cipimanu? — no psigam K aeByiikam 6exana Katu. Kak Bcerna, e€ Boiock! Obln 3ariie-
TEHBI B IPUYY/IJIMBbIE KOCUYKH, & JIMIO TOKPBITO POCCHIIBIO IphIIel. [a, Xopolio, Korna ects cTpari-
Has MoJpyra — OHa Bcerja OTTeHsieT TBolo Kpacoty. Ho ecim Obl oHM 3HaH, 4yTO K9TH — renuii B
MaTeMaTHKe, BHIMTPaBIIas HECKOIBKO OJIMMITHA, KOTOphIe AEPKUT B CEKpeTe, IOTOMY UTO OOUTCH,
Y10 €€ He MONUMYT, — Torza Obl OHM yAuBMIMCh. K9TH Obla yMHEe BceX, HO TIPeANovnTasa MpUTBO-
pATbCA Ay pOil.

— Ha! Cnpnuanu! — Karpus Brenuiach pykamu B IapTy € TaKOM CUJIOH, YTO Ha JiepeBe OcTa-
JIMCh €€ HOroTouku. — HoBeHbkuid!

— Hyy... — Ko1u Beinyunna masza. — Tak-To s xoTena Bam ckaszarb, 4to mucrep Jlyap onsarb
ynas rnocpeau kopuaopa... Ho HoBeHbkmil — 3TO TOXe KpyTo, ara.

Merru B3noxHyaa. Mucrep [dyap. Korna-auOyap 3Toro onyxa yBoJisT u3 mKojbl. Kak BooOie
MOIJIM JIOMYCTUTH K JETSM YeJIOBEKa, CTpajalouiero snuierncueii? Mama ropopusa, 4Tto ero aepxkar
U3 KaJIOCTH, ¥ CKOPO OyJeT mocieHsist Karist. Merru Hajesiach, 4to 310 ObljIa UMEHHO OHA.

3a3BeHel 3BOHOK.

Bce yyeHuku cranu paccaxuparbes o Mectam. Bot nponum mumo ux naptsl Tomac u Jlbio,
MIeperoBapyrBasiCh U CMesCh Hall YeM-TO. BOT Bem4aBo, 3ajipaB CBOIO TYIyIo Oariky, mpomién ['po.
U Bon paccencst Cam. [TapeHb mocMOTpes Ha CBOIO MOYTH OBIBIIYIO JEBYIIKY U yIbIOHYsCS Merru
— TOU caMoy YJIBIOKOH, KOTOpasi, TI0 ero MHEeHHIO, I0JhKHA ObUla pacTonuTh e€ cepare. [a, onpene-
JIEHHO, CKOPO OBIBIIYIO.

JIBephb Kjlacca pacmaxHynach, W BOILIA «TpbiM3a» Mapu I'epran. B cBoéM oOTsirvBaoiem
CHHEM IUIaThe OHA BBIIJIsAENIA TIIYTO: OHO IIJIO TAKUMHM CKJIQJIKAMH Ha OOKaX YYMIJIKH, YTO MPOTUBHO
ObLIIO CMOTpeTh. A 3TU Oe3apHble OYKH B TOJICTOM orpaBe? Merru ax nepekocuiio. He yponuna, HO
3a4eM ke Tak ofieBarhcs? Heykenu HeT Kakux-To Apyrux oaexa? Adcypn!

I'ppiM3a 0OepHyIach ¥ MOMaHUIIA PYKOU.

B xnacc Bomén on. Katpun psgom axayna. U B3goxHyna paxe 3yopmika Celo. A yx e€-To
TPYIHO OBUIO YEM-TO MPOHSTh, KpOMe yUIEOb! !

[Napens u BripaBay ObLT BHICOKMM — BBIIIIE OOJIBITMHCTBA OJHOKJIACCHUKOB. ['yCThie Y€pHBIE
BOJIOCHI IO TJIeY CKPBIBJIM YIIM U YacTh JIMIA, Na/1asi HA BBICOKUH 100. PoBHas mpsiMasi crimHa —
OH SIBHO OBLT 3HAKOM C ITHUKETOM, JepKaJiCs C TAKOW HENMPUHYKIEHHOW Ipallyei, CJIOBHO MPUBBIK
Kk BHUMaHU0. KocTioMm, Genast pybaiika — BC€ cujiesio Ha HEM uieasibHo. Oniekaa oveHsb I1a eMy,
mpo ce0st ormeTmia Merru.

[Mouemy-T0 Ha pykax y Hero ObUIM YEpHBIE KOXKaHbIE TMEPYATKH, IUIOTHO OOTSATMBAIOIIUE
nasblbel. KTo-TO ¢ mepennux mapt (kaxkercs, 310 Obu1 C3M) YTO-TO MOIIYTHII, M €T0 IPYXKKH 3acMe-
sUTMCh, HO Merru He pa3oOpasia ciioB. OHaKO NepyaTky UM U MPUSATHO FAPMOHUPOBAIIH C KOCTIO-
MOM, MPUaBasi eMy 3araJJOYHbIi, MOUYTHU CTAPOMOHBIN BU/I.

— 3apaBCTBYilTE, JETH, — IPOMKO CKa3aja IpbiM3a, U €€ rojoc MPO3ByYaJ HEECTECTBEHHO
6ompo. — 1 mpeacTapiisio BaM Balllero HOBOro OTHOKJIacCHUKA. Ero 30ByT AJekc.

[Tapenb MezIeHHO OBEPHYJICA K KJlaccy, U BIepBble Merru cMorjia pacCMOTPETh €10 JIUIO 32
BOJIOCAMM.
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Panom cHoBa ncknyna Karpun. W, kaxercs, Ha 3TOT pa3 e/iBa 3aMETHO axHyJsa cama Merru.

O1H maza! Y HOBEHBKOTo ObLTH a0COIOTHO (PHOJIETOBBIE 3pauKy — IITyOOKHE, HACBHIIIIEHHBIE,
CJIOBHO B HHX IUIECKajach cama TbMa, MOACBEUeHHasi M3HYTpH. Jlake ¢ TaKOro paccTosiHusl Oblia
BUJIHA WX Tyraiomas riyOuHa, 1 Ka3ajaoch, YTO OHU BUIAT TeOsl HACKBO3b, IIPOHUKAS B CaMble IOTa-
€HHble MbICTH. [TapeHb CIOBHO M3JTydasl Kakylo-TO HEBEIOMYIO CHITY, OT KOTOPOW MypaIlku Oexanu
10 BCEMY TeJly, 3aCTaBJisisi KOKY IMOKPBIBATHCSI XOJOIHOM JPOXKbI0. MErru mouyBCTBOBajia, Kak e
AbIXaHKe TIePEeXBaTHIIO, a CepALIe MPOITYCTHIIO yIap.

Merru penko oOpariaia BHUIMaHHE Ha KpacoTy napHeidl. OHa MPUBBHIKJIA K TOMY, UTO ee 3Ha-
KOMBIe OOraThl ¥ CO CBSI3SIMU, HA MX BHEIIHOCTD e ObLJIO POBHBIM CUYETOM TuieBaTh. Kak roBopuia
e€ MaTh — He C JIMIIa MUTh BOY, a U3 KoIlesnbka yeprnatb. Ho TyT Merru mpocTo He Morjia He 0TMe-
THUTh, YTO 3TOT AJIeKC OBUI... HABEpHOE, CAMbIM KPACHBBIM TAPHEM, KaKOro el JI0BOAWIOCh BUIETh
B CBOEW JKM3HU. POBHbIE, MOATSHYTHIE CKYJIbI, HOC MIEaTbHON (POPMBI, MyXJIble TYOBl, YyTh TPOHY-
Thie O1eAHOCTHI0. KOHOIITY MOKHO OBLIIO OBl HA3BaTh CJIAIIABBIM, €CJIM OBl He YIJIOBATHIN MOJO0POIOK,
KOTOPBI MPUAABAJ eMY KaKyI0-TO JepP3KYI0 U3IOMUHKY, Aesast YepThl Oosee MyKcKkuMu. 1 31u riazal
OT HEX HeJb3s1 ObLJIO OTBECTH B3IJISIT — OHU 3aTSATUBAJIM, 3aBOPAKHMBAIIN, OOCIIAIN YTO-TO TaHOE
Y OMacHoe.

[NapeHs MeIEHHO OIJISABIBAN ayAUTOPHIO, HA KPAaTKUI MUT 33/IepKUBasi CBOE BHUMAaHUE Ha
KaXJOM y4eHHKe. Ero B3misii CKOMB3WII MO JIMIaM Oe3pas3iiiuHoO, MOUTH CKyYalolle, HO TOJ, STOH
MAacCKOW 4yBCTBOBAJIACh HACTOPOKEHHOCTb XHUIIHKUKA, U3YYAIOIIEro HOBYIO TEPPUTOPHIO.

Ha Merru oH nmocmotpen mnocneaseil. M korja ux rjasa BCTPETUJIMCh, YTO-TO BHYTPHU Y
AeByIIKK mpousonuio. Kak Oyaro Bech Mup nepecrtai cyiectBoBaTh. CJIOBHO BCE 9TH JIIOIHU, KOTO-
pble X ceiiuac OKpyKaJH, BAPYT UCUYE3JH, PACTBOPUINCH B BO3/IyXE, OCTAIUCH TOIBKO OHU JJBOE B
LIEHTpe IyCTOTHL. DTH 171a3a — (PUOJIETOBbIE OMYTHI, B KOTOPBIX OHA BHJEa Oe3HYy, — M0YeMy OHH
KaXyTcsl el TaKUMH pogHbIMU? TakMMU 3HAKOMBIMH, CIIOBHO OHa K7ajla 3TOro B3IJIsIIa BCIO CBOIO
’KU3Hb, CAMa TOTO HE 3Hasl.

Anekc ynpIOHYyIICS el UyTh 3aMeTHO, OMHUMHU YTOJIKaMHM TyO, HO 3Ta YJIbIOKa ObLIa aJipecoBaHa
TOJIBKO €. YJIBIOHYJICS ¥ OTBEIN B3IVIS/L, CJIOBHO HE MPUAAl STOMy 3HaueHusi. Bc€ mpomuio, u Merru
TOJIBKO TeTieph MOHSUIA, YTO 3aTawia jabixanue. [la u ecm Obl OHa 3axoTesia JIblarh, TO HE CMOTIJIa
Obl — BO3YX CJIOBHO 3aCThLT B JIETKKX. Cepilie KOJIOTUIOCh C TAKOM CUJIOH, UTO, Ka3ajaoCh, TOTOBO
ObLJIO BHIITPLITHYTh U3 TPYAM M YNIACTh HA Moj1. YTo ¢ Hel mpou3onuio?

«Modwcem, st npocmo nvsina? — NofyMasia OHa, TIBITasiCh TPUITH B ceOsi.— Hem, st mpe3saa...
Cmpanno, smo ne noxodice Ha oObluHoe éaeueHue. Ymo-mo 6 ném opyeoe... A uyecmeyio smo Kodiceil,
HO He Mo2Y 00BACHUMb. IMO CUNbHEE MEHS».

OHa nonkITanach YCIoKOUTH JbIXaHUE, HO TEJIO He CITYIIaioch. BHYyTpH BCE Kumesno, TpedoBaio
OTBeTa, TPeOOBAJIO elE OHOTO B3IIISAA.

Jlaspiiie mapeHb MeAJICHHO TOMIEN BIEpEN MO CTyNeHbKaM, TIOAHUMAsCh BBEPX K CBOOOIHBIM
napram. Kro-to u3 apyxkoB Cama — Towm, KakeTcsi — BBICTABWII HOTY, HaJesiCh, YTO HOBEHBKUIA
CIOTKHETCA U ono3zopurcsa. Ho Anekc npocTo nepearnyi e€, 1axe He B3IVISIHYB BHU3, CJIOBHO IIpe-
MATCTBUSA AJIs1 HETO He CylecTBOBaM. [1apeHs 1axe He MOCMOTPENT B UX CTOPOHY, U 3TO ObLJIO OCKOP-
ouTenbHee MoOoi rpydocTH. A Korga oH mpoxoaut Mumo naptel Cama, Merru 3ameTiiia Ha Jiuie
AJlekca efiBa 3aMETHYIO YCMEIIKY — CJIOBHO OH 3HAJI YTO-TO, Y€ro He 3HAJIM OHHU. YCMENIKY, KOTO-
pasi TYT jKe Mcue3na, CMEHHMBIIVMCH MPUBBIYHBIM Oe3pas3iimureM, Oy/ITO OH TOJBKO YTO OLIEHMJ BCEX
MPUCYTCTBYIONIUX U BHIHEC CBOM IPUTOBOP.

Merru He Morya oTopBarh B3rIsAAa ot napHsa. Kro on? Otkyna? Kak oH oka3aics 3aech?

OropueHuio JeByIIKU He ObUIO Mpezena, KOraa OH, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI CECTh PSAIOM C HEll U
Katpun, npoiuén B cropoHy 1o psiiaMm U yCTPOWJICSI B CaMOM YIUly, 3a nocieanei naproi. Coscem
OJIMH, CJIOBHO TPEIOUnTaT HAOMIOaTh CO CTOPOHBI, HE BIMBAsICh B OOIILYIO Maccy.

— Hy u ny! — npomenrana Karpun, npukycus ry0y. — Tbl Biesna, Kak OH Ha MEHsI CMOTpet?
Kaxercsi, mapens 0e3 yma ot menst! [a, 51 31o Bunena! Kakoii ke oH xoporeHskuii! §1 mpocto Taio!

21



A. KamkuH. «Ilenen Mupos. [1oub KOpOJIEBb BeIbM>»

Merru oTBIIeKJIaCh OT AJIeKCa U MOCMOTpelia Ha IOApPYTy. 3aTeM YJbIOHY/Iach el U KUBHYJIA,
XOT$1 BHYTPHU BCE CKAJIOCh OT 10CA/bI.

«Hy koneuno, na mebs on cmompen, aza».

Bech ypok Merru 6e3yTelHo mbItajiach monMarh ero B3risa. OHa MoBOpaYnBaliach, TSHYJIACH,
MCKaJIa JII00YI0 BOZMOKHOCTh — XOTb Ha KPATKUIA MUT TEPECeUbCsl C HUM IJ1a3aMU U CHOBA TIEPEKUTh
TOT MOMEHT €IMHEHMS, Ty BCIIBILLIKY, KOTOpas IEPEBEPHYJIA €€ MUP.

B TOT MUT OHa OIIyTHIIA YTO-TO TAKOE, Yero HUKOIIA He ObLIO B €€ )KU3HU. DTO ObLIO TO, Yero
OHA HHMKOIJa He MoIJIa OOpecTd B JIpyrux HmapHsx — jaaxe B CoMe, Mpu BCeW €ro BHELTHOCTU U
crapaHusx. 1o ObUIO ITyOKe, ApeBHEe, CJIOBHO OTTOJIOCOK YEro-TO 3a0bITOr0. 3a 3TO ONpeiesIEHHO
HaJI0 ObUTO OOPOThCs. OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA 9TO KaKJON KJIETKOM.

Ona u nucathb Terepb He Mora. CTpaHHO, HO OO0JIb B TOJIOBE OT aJIKOTOJIsI IIPOIIUIA, CIIOBHO €€
CMBUIO BOJIHOU. Pasym ouncTuiics B TOT caMblil MOMEHT, Kak AJIeKC TOCMOTpeJT Ha He€, U Terepb Bce
€€ MBICJIM 3aHMMAJT TOJIBKO 9TOT MapeHb.

Ona xpaana ero B3nisAga. Bech ocTaBIIMiACA YPOK OHA JIOBMJIA JIIOOOE €ro JIBUKEHHE, KakIbIi
MIOBOPOT T'OJIOBBI, KQXKJ0€ IBUKEHHUE PYKU B UEPHOW NIEpUaTKe.

Ho on He cmotpen B €€ ctopoHy. OH 3aluchiBal TO, YTO JAUKTOBAJIa TPhIM3a, ¥ BpeMEHAMHU
NOMJISZIBIBANL B OKHO, Ha cepoe HeOo, CIIOBHO MINA YTO-TO 3a CTEKJIOM. [Ipu 9TOM BO B3IJIsijie MapHs
YUTAJIOCh KAaKOE-TO CTPaHHOE Oe3pa3inire — CJIOBHO BCE MPOUCXOIAIIEee BOKPYT ObLIO eMy ITyOOKO
YYXXI0 U HCMHTEPECHO.

«A yznaro meos! A coenaro 6cé, umobvl Mol CHOBA HA MeHsl NOCMOmpen! »— TOKJIsIIach cede
Merru, 4yBCTBYs, KaKk BHYTPU pa3ropaercs OroHb, KOTOPOro OHA HUKOT/IA PAHBILIE HE UCIIBITHIBAJIA.

Csm Buzien 10T B3MIAA. [lycTh OH MPOIUIMIICS BCEro KaKOW-TO MHT, HO OH TOYHO 3HAaJI, YTO
O3HauvaeT 3To MruoBeHrne. OH BUjIel, KaK e€ Ila3a 3aropesuch, KOrja OHU BCTPETUIIMCH C TIa3aMu
HOBEHBKOTI'O.

IT1OT YOMOOOK CMOTpeN Ha ezozieBylIKy! M oHa cMOTpena Ha HEro TaKUM B3IJISIOM, KaKUM
HUKorza He onapuBaiia Coama. Hu pasy 3a Bce Mecsiibl ux oTHoleHnid. Hu pa3y, naxe B camble J1yd-
IIM€ MOMEHTHI. 32 3TOT B3IJISIJI OH FOTOB OBUI IPBI3TH 3MJTIO, TOTOB ObLII OTATh BCE, YTO Y HETO OBLIO,
— ACHBbI'H, MAILIMHY, PEyTalluI0O — TOJIbBKO ‘{TO6I)I YBUIETH JIIO6OBB MGFFI/I, XO0TA 6bI Ha MUT'.

CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH eMy IIPUIILIOCh 100MBaThes e€ pactonoxkeHusi? CKOJIBKO MOJApKOB OH MOJa-
PUJI 3TOM IEBYIIIKE, IPEKe YeM OHa HaKOHell 0OpaTuiia Ha Hero BHUMaHue? PaHble y Hero Hukoraa
He ObUTO Takux mpoodneM. Jliobas Gexasna K HEMy MO OHOMY 30BY, CTOWJIO JIMIIb IIETKHYTh MaJlb-
amu. Ho Tonmeko He Merru. Ona Obuta qpyroit — u 310 cBogmiio Cama ¢ yma.

OH 4yBCTBOBAJI B INIyOMHE JYIIHU, YTO CKOPO BCE KOHUMTCS. UTO OH, KaK IIYIIBIi MaJTbUMIIKA,
BJIIO6I/IJICH B 9Ty AE€BYOHKY, XOTb U HE XOTEJI 3TOI'O ACJIaTh, XOTb U 3HAJI, YTO OHA HpI/IHCCéT €MY TOJIBKO
60J1b. 3HAJ OH U TO, YTO CKOpee BCEero HMUero He CMOXeT el JaTh — He TO, 4To el ObuTo HyXHO. OHa
Obl1a 0COOEHHOUM M HUKOT/IA He CKpbiBajia 3TOro. YTo-T0 B Hel ObLIO Takoe, oT yero Cama Beerna
Opocasio B Ipoxkb, OT YEro OH TepsiI KOHTPOJIb HaJ| COOOM.

«HMHo20a MHe Kadcemcs, ymo oHa u3 Opyeozo mMupa, — TyMajl OH, CKMMasl KYJIaKH TOJ] TTapTOM.
— Ymo-mo @ ueii nyeaem mensi... Ho st ne mozy ocmanosumucsi. A dondcen oonadamn ero. Ona mos.»

Merru Obl1a KpacoTKoi. ['ycThie u€pHble BOIOCHI, TITyOOKUI MPOH3UTENbHBIN B3IV, B KOTO-
POM umTaNach Takas cuia, uto Cam Tepsuics. DTU Kapue Ia3a CHIWIKMCh €My Kakaylo HOYb, Tpe-
CJICIOBAJIM €r0 Jake B camble Oe3qyMHble MOMeHTH. Paqu yieioku Merru Com roToB ObLT CliesiaTh
TOOYI0 TTyTOCTh, TOWTH Ha JIIOOH PUCK, YHIUTOKUTH JTIOOOr0, KTO BCTaHeT Ha myTH. Koria oHa mia
10 KOPUIOPY HIKOJIBI, BECh MUP CJIOBHO 3aMHpaJl, U BCE — JaKe YUUTeNIs] — CMOTPEIH el BCies,
MPOBOXAs IIa3aMu €€ TPalo3HyIo urypy.

Ot peBymikud OBUIO TPYAHO OTBECTH B3IJISA[, U B 3TOM OH XOPOIIO MOHMMAJT 3TOr0 HOBOTO
yomonka. Ho 3To He 3HaUMII0, 4TO OH MO3BOJIUT €MY CMOTPETb.
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Koraa napens nomeén no psiaam, Cam mukHysn Tomy, v TOT, MIOAMUTHYB JpYTY, BHICTABUI HOTY,
HAaJIesICh 3aCTaBUTh HOBEHBKOT'O KYBBIPKHYTbCS M YIIACTh.

BMmecTo Toro 4ToOBl CIOTKHYTHCS, YOMIONOK MpOoCTo Tepernarnyn e€. Jlaxe He misasa! Bor xe
CYKHH CbIH — OH CJIeJIaJl 3TO TaK €CTECTBEHHO, CJIOBHO BCIO KU3Hb TOJIBKO U AEJaJl, YTO YKJIOHSIICS
OT MOJHOXEK.

CsM nocMoTpest Ha CBOMX OTHOKJIACCHUKOB. Y BCeX AEBYLIEK HA JIMLE YUTAIOCh OIHO U TO ke
BbIpak€HUE — 3aBOPOKEHHOCTh, CMEIIaHHAs C XKUBOTHBIM uHTEpecoM. [Jaxe y Coio. Haxke y Katu.
Hy npo Karpus ropoputs Heuero — oHa noxupasa B3IISA0M BCE, UTO JBUTAJIOCh B IpeAesiax TPEX
KWJIOMETPOB, U ceivac e€ poT ObLT MPUOTKPHIT, a MIEKW PACKPACHEIHCH.

Bce eBymmKky B 3TOT MUT ObUTH OJHUM IIEJTbIM. BeeX MX 0ObeUHS 9TOT AJIEKC — 3TOT YEPTOB
HOBEHBKUI ¢ (PHOJIETOBBIMU IJIa3aMM, KOTOPBII MOSBUJICS U3 HUOTKYZA U yXKe yCIell IePeBEPHYTh
BCE ¢ HOT Ha rostoBy. CaM roToB ObUT OTAATH BCE, YTO y HETrO ObLIO, YTOOBI HA HETO CMOTPEJIH TaK ke,
Kak Ha 3TOro npuaypka. Ytoosl Merru cMoTpesna Ha Hero Tak.

— [Nokaxem eMy, KTO TYT XO3sIMH? — IIEMHYJ eMy Ha yX0 B00, HaKJIOHSISICh ¢ COCeTHEro psifa.
Ero ronoc 61 OJIOH MPEeIBKYIICHHUS.

CsM OTBEN B3MJIsA] OT CIIMHBI HOBEHBKOTO M [TIOCMOTPEJ Ha CBOETO BTOPOTro Jiyyilero apyra. Ha
ero ryoax 3aurpaia KEcTkas yabloKa.

— Koneuno. {1 xody, 4ToObI OH Oekan OTCloa U BU3KaJI, KaK JEBUOHKA. S x0ody, 4TOOBI OH
3aIIOMHIJT 3TOT J€Hb Ha BCIO CBOIO KOPOTKYIO KU3Hb.

— Byner cnenano, — kuBHY Bo0, 1 B ero 11a3ax CBEpKHYJ 3HAKOMBII OrOHEK KECTOKOCTH.

B teuenue Bcero ypoka CaM TOJNBKO U Jienal, YyTo norisaapiBail Ha Merru. OH MedTtan BCTpe-
TUTBCSI C HEW B3IVISI0M, XOTs Obl Ha CEKyH/y MOoWMaTh €€ BHUMaHKe. MedTas v KaxJal 3Toro, Kak
caMoro HeHHoro aapa. [IpocTo oguH MUMONETHBIN B3I — BCE, YTO OBLIO €My HYKHO B 9TOT MMT,
YTOOBI YOSIHUTHLCS, UTO OHA elIE ero, 4Yro y HUX BCE eme ecTh CBA3b. Heyxkenu 310 Tak MHOTo?

Mbrru oHa He cmotpenia Ha Cama. CMoTpenia OHa TOJIBKO Ha 3Toro Asekca. E€ B3rsag Obut
MIPUKOBAH K 3aThUIKY HOBEHBKOTO, M B HEM OBLIO CTOJIBKO CTPACTH M TOCKH, YTO C3M MOYYyBCTBOBA,
KaK BHYTPH 3aKHIAET Jie[sHas 37100a.

CaM cxall pyuKy ¢ TaKOW CHJIOH, UTO IUIACTUK TPECHYII, M OCTpasi IIENKa BIUJIACh EMY B JIAJOHb.
OH He MovYyBCTBOBAJ OONH.

«Bcé ne 3akonuumes eom max! A ewé ne ckazan ceoé nocaeonee cno6o! Imo moavko Hauano,
YON000K. »
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I'naBa 4

VYPOK 3aKOHUMWICS, ¥ BCE PUHYJIUCh B KOPUIOP — T'yJI FOJIOCOB, TOIOT HOT, XJIONAHBE IBEPEU.
IlepBeIMU K BBIXOAY NOMYAINCh, PasyMeeTcs, Te, KTO XOTelsl ecTb. Kak M Bcerga, NOTOK yYEHUKOB
YCTPEMUJICS B CTOJIOBYIO, U KOPHJOP HA MITHOBEHHE MPEBPATUIICS B OYPIISLLYIO PEKY.

Merru ocranack Ha Mecte. OHa kJasia, KOraa ayJuTopusi HEMHOTO OIyCTEET, YTOOBI IIOrOBO-
puth ¢ Aniekcom. OHa Buzena, Kak OH MEIJIEHHO CKJIQIbIBAET BELIM B CBOIO CYMKY, KaK €r0 JJIMHHbIE
TAJIbLIbI B YEPHBIX MIEPYATKAX aKKypaTHO yKJIAAbIBAIOT TeTpaan. OH nopHsuics ¢ MecTta, u Merru yxe
OTKpbLIA POT, YTOOBI OKJIMKHYTb €r0, HO B 3TOT MOMeHT KarpuH A€pHyna e€ 3a pykaB, OKa3blBas
410-TO B Teseone. Merru OyKBaJIbHO Ha CEKYHJy OTBJIEKJIach, coOMpasi CBOM TeTpaaku. Korma xe
OHa CHOBA MOJIHAJIA TOJIOBY U IOCMOTpENA TyJa, e cuaes AJIEKC, TapeHb UCUE3.

Korna on ycnien? Kak 3T1oT mapeHs MOr Tak O€CIIyMHO BBICKOJIb3HYTh?

— Bu1 He Bugemm Anekca? — cripocuiia Marru y nozupyr, 4yBCTBYs, KaK BHYTPY 3aKHIIAET
pasoyapoBaHue.

Katpun nmyapuna HOCHK 1 ITOKavyasia roJIOBOY, €€ 1u1a3a yxke NoTepsad uHTepec. JleBynika oueHb
OBICTpO Ieperopasa, Korja e€ kepTsa npomnajaia u3 nons spenust. Katu BooOiie He pearrpoBana —
OHa CHJIeJ1a, YCTaBHUBIIMCH B OIHY TOUKY, €€ sIBHO YTO-TO 3200TII0. BO3MOXHO, MpoGieMbl JoMa, KTO
3HaeT. Merru He 0co60 BaBaiach B MOAPOOHOCTH KU3HH MOIPYTH, U1l HEE 3TO HE ObLIIO BaKHBIM.
Tot ¢akr, uro oHa mo3BossIa KaTi HaXoaUThCS PAAOM, YKe ObLT [U1s1 He€ OOJBIION YCIIYToM, XOTs
Merru vHOTIa 4yBCTBOBAJIA YKOJI COBECTH 32 3TY MBbICIIb.

Merru crana ciyckaTbesl K BBIXOLY, TPOOMPasCh MeXAy MapTaMu, KOrja e€ cXBaTuil 3a PyKy
Com. Ero nanbisl BOMIKCh B 3aIACTHE C TAKOM CHJION, YTO OHA MTOMOPILNJIACS.

— Ham Haz1o noroBoputs, — cKa3aJl OH, U T0JI0C €r0 3By4asl HAIPsSKEHHO, TOYTH YMOJIAIOLIE.

— Her, He Hamo. Otnyctn MeHsA! — OHa JE€pHYJIa pPyKOM, HO OH HE pa3XaJl XBaTKy.

(M Kakoe-To BpeMsl CMOTpEII € B I71a3a, CJIOBHO IBITASICh HAUTHA TaM XOTb UCKPY MPEKHUX
gyBcTB. C Merru nopasHsiuck Katu u Karpun. [ocnenHsis BoirHyna OpoBb M MajIblieM TKHYJIA B
1e4o Cama, CIIOBHO OTIOHSJIA HA30MIMBYIO MYXY.

— JleByIikH, ocTaBbTe Hac Ha CeKyHAy, rpomry, — Cam ynsiOHyacsa Karpun coeil camoit
00asATeIbHON YABIOKOM, HO B IJIa3ax ero 3acTeiia TpeBora. — Ooernaio, 4to He OOMKY e€.

— Hy pazymeercs, He o6uaunib! — Kot cTosina psisoM 1 rpo3HO OypaBuiia apHs B3IJISI0M,
CJIOKUB PYKU Ha rpyau. — TosibKko nonpooyid!

— Her, Mb1 yxoguMm, — ckasasna Merru, BoipbiBast pyKy. — C To060#, CoM, MBI BCE yke 00cy-
vy Buepa. Passe Het? [lymato, o6aBUTh MHE OOJIBIIIE HEYETO.

Omna pa3BepHyach 1 NOILIA K BBIXOAY, YyBCTBYs €I0 B3I HAa CBOeH criiHe. OH He MBITAJICS
€€ JJorHarhb.

B kopunope 6pUI0 TOOHO — BCE MIKOJIBHUKH NMOBBICKAKMBAJIM U3 KJIACCOB, U TENEph MPUXO-
JWJIOCh MTPOAMPAThCS Yepe3 IUIOTHYIO TOJILY, JIABUPYS MEXIY PIOK3aKaMH U JIOKTAMHU. Bo3ayx ObLi
CIIEPTHIM, MAXJIO MOTOM, JEIIEBBIM Map(IOMOM U HIKOJIbHBIM 00€/I0M.

«I"0e dce mHe meds uckamu ?»— Merru oI IpIBaIach 110 CTOPOHAM, HO HUTZIE HE BUJIEIA BBICO-
KOH (pUrypbl B YEPHBIX NIEpyaTKax.

— A He pe3koBaro Tsl ¢ Camom, Mer? — cnipocuiia KarpuH, Korzaa 1osma HEMHOTO pacCTyIu-
JIaCh U OHU CMOIJIY UITH PSZIOM.

— Her. He pe3koBaro. Xouerib, 3a6upaii ero, s He MPOTUB.

— Xa! 3auem MHe 3TOT, Korja s yxke BbiOpajia cebe HoBeHbKoro! — Karpun meuraressHO
3aKaruia Iasa.

Merru ocraHoBuiack, 1 KaTpuH efiBa He Hasletesia Ha He€. 3ateM, ITyOOKO B3/10XHYB, Merru
ITPOJIOJIKIIIA ITyTh, CTApasACh HE MOKA3bIBaTh pa3/ipaKeHUs.
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Katpun Obl1a Bceraa Takoil — CUMTaIa, 9To JIOJKHA MOYYHUTh BCE, UTO mokesaeT. He crout eé
3a 9TO BUHUTh — MPOCTO MUP Takou. [la v moapyroi oHa Obljia ¢ caMoro IeTCTBa, U Merru MpuBbIKJIa
K €€ 3roLICHTPU3MY.

Ho Anekc He ObUT IOXOX HA TOTO MapHs, KOTOPBIA KIIIOHYJ Obl Ha IIamypHyIo Kykiy. a u
STOT B3IJISIJL — XOJIOMHBIN, U3YYaIOIIUH, IPOHU3BIBAIOIIMIA 10 KOcTel. B o01em, mapeHb TOYHO ObLT
apyrum. Ho BoT kakum? YTO CKpBIBAJIOCH 32 9TOW MAacKoW Oe3pas3imuusi?

Merkue copBaHIIbl TPOJIETENIM MUMO, eBa He cOuB Merru ¢ Hor. Katu rHyna oqHOro 13 HUX
Y BBIpyrajiach BJIOTOHKY, HO T€ TOJIKO PACCMESUIUCh U CKPBLIKCH B TOJIIIE.

— Hawm Ha ¢us-py, n1a? — nporsanyna Karpus ¢ HenonaenbHou Tockoi. — Kak ke 1 HeHaBuKy
a10! OnsATh JIBICSAK 3aCTAaBUT c1aBaTh Kakue-HUOY/Ib TITyIbie HOpMaTUBbL. M 3TO 1moj KoHell y4eOHoro
roga!

JIbicsikoM HasbiBanM yuutens pusKyabTypbl. Tak-To ero 3Bayiu Jlekc. Bt oH B mpomuiom
KaKUM-TO CIIOPTCMEHOM, Merru TOYHO 3Toro He 3Hana. Ha crapeix ¢oTo OH OBUI C IJIMHHBIMH
I'YCTBIMUM BOJIOCAMH, HO YTO-TO TOIUIO HE TaK, U OH CTPEMUTENIBHO Hayall JIbICETh HECKOJIBKO JIET
Hazaj. Y BOT Teneph uaeasbHbIld OBAJI €r0 TOJIOBBI OTPakasl COTHEYHBIN CBET, CJIOBHO MOJTMPOBAHHBIMA
mrap. OTcioga U Takoe MPO3BUILE.

JIeByIIKY BBIIUIM U3 IIKOJIBI M OTIIPABUJIMCH Ha TJIOMAIKY — OOJIBIION OTKPBITHIN CTAAMOH C
OETOHHBIMH TPHOYHAMH 1 OETOBBIMU JOPOKKaMHU. BBICTPO MepeoeBIINCh B pa3eBajke, OHU BBIIILTA
Ha IOCTPOEHUE, LIy PsCH OT SPKOTO COJHIIA.

Tyt-T0 Merru u yBunena Anekca!

[Tapenb nepeonesncst B CHIOPTUBHBIA KOCTIOM — IIMPOKUE CBETJIBIE IUTAHBI CKPBIBAIM XYy/AblE
HOTH, JIErKasi TeMHasi (pyTOONKa crziena Ha HEM CBOOOJHO, HO Jake Yyepe3 TKaHb yraJbIBaJiCh OUep-
TaHUs y3KUX 1ied. Y, KoHeuHO, JUTMHHBIE YE€PHBIE MIePYaTKH, TUVIOTHO 00TArUBaloiye pyku. OH 4To,
coBceM ux He cHumaeT? [laxe Ha pu3KyIbType?

Merru cienana mar B ero CTOpoOHy, YK€ OTKPBIB POT, YTOObI 3arOBOPUTH, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT
Katpun Bbickoumnia U3 pa3aeBajIki U, CXBaTUB €€ 3a PyKY, OTAIWIa B CTOPOHY.

— Tol Bugena Hoylo npuuéecky Cpio? OHa BBINISIIUT KaK OrOPOAHOE Myrajo! — 3araparo-
puia KatpuH, yBiekas moapyry 3a codoil. Merrs mornsITaaach BHIPBATHCS, HO TOJIA YK€ COMKHYJIACh
BOKPYTI HUX, U AJIEKC OCTaJICS Ha IPyroM KOHLIE TUIOUIAKU, TaK U HE 3aMETUB €€ TOIBITKH.

Hpyxku Csma npouuii MuMo Merrv u 4to-TO CKasajid, NMOKas3biBasg Ha HOBEHbKOro. Bce
APYKHO 3aCMesITHCh, 2 CIM J100aBUII KOE-YTO OCTPOE B CBOEM CTUJIE, OT 4ero ToM e/1Ba He MOKaTHJICS
CO CM€XY, CXBaTUBILIUCH 32 )KUBOT.

«Houomoer»,— nogymana Merru, orBopaurBasicb. OHa He XOTesa BUJETh UX CaMOJOBOJIbHBIE
JMLIA.

Oma crapayiach BCTaTh TaK, 4TOObI OKA3aThCs B TMOJe 3peHust Asiekca. Marru npoiia MUMO
TOJIIBI HIKOJIBHUKOB, BCTaJIa MPSIMO HAIIPOTUB HET0, HAJIESCh, YTO apeHb 3aMeTUT. OHAKO TOT, Aake
HE B3IVISIHYB B €€ CTOPOHY, ITOBEPHYJICS U CTaJl pa3IJisiibIBaTh CTEH/] C PACIIMCAHUEM COPEBHOBAHMI.

«Hy yorc nem!»— Merru pemmTenbHO HarpaBuiach K Hemy. He ObiBaeT Takoro, 4toObl €€ BOT
Tak urHopupoBayy. [lepBblil pa3 B )KU3HM ee He 3aMedasl mapeHb. OOBYHO OHU caMy TMpHOeras,
BBICTPaUBAIUCH B OUepe/lb, JOOMBAIUCH €€ BHUMAHUS. A TyT — MOJHOE paBHOAYyIIUE. DTO ObUIO
CTPaHHO, MOYTH OCKOPOUTEIHHO.

OTKyna HA BO3BMUCH PAIOM ¢ AJlekcoM okasaiack KarpuH. [leBylika 4To-To aKTUBHO KECTH-
KyJIMpOBaJIa 1 yabl0asiack, €€ rojioc 3BeHes HaJl TUIOMIAIKOM.

Horu Merru nonkocumuck. Kak oHa ycrena tak 6sictpo? Katpus ke BcE€ BpeMst ObUia PsIOM.
Wnu ver? Merru MoprHyJia, bITasich MOHSATH, Kak MOAPYra MOIJIa OKa3aThCsl TaM 3a CEKYHAY 0 TOro,
KaK OHa cama JABHMHYJAch K AJIEKCy.

Anekc ynbIOHYJICS IeBYIIIKE — TOW caMoll YJIbIOKOM, KOTopylo Merru Buzena B Kjiacce, — |
YTO-TO CKa3aJjl, Ha uyTo KaTpuH paccmesiach U KMBHYJA, 3aJIMBasCh KPACKOM.
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«Hy nem!»— Merru noutu Oexajia K HIM, KOTJIa Ha TUIoniaaky Beimesn JIbicsk. Karpun Mrao-
BEHHO OTJIeTeNa OT AJieKca, CIIOBHO e€ OTOPOCHIIO HEBUMMOW CHJIOH, a U caM TMapeHb, MOBUHYSICH
KOMaH/I€, OTIPABUJICS] CTPOUTBCS BMECTE C OCTAJIbHBIMU MAJIbYUKAMHU.

[TapHu cTponach OTAEIBHO OT AEBOUEK — TPaAULIMs, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE ocriapuBail. YTo K,
Torja nocie pus-pel Merru 00s3aTeIbHO MTOTOBOPUT ¢ AJIEKCOM !

— Yro TH eMy cka3ana? — mukHyaa oHa Katpus, korga 6J0HIMHKA BeTasia psaaoM. Ta yXmbl-
JIS171aCh CBOMMM TTYXJIBIMH T'yOaMu 1 TepeOria KOCHUKY B PyKe, SIBHO JIOBOJIbHASI COOO.

— Takoit cnaBubiii! Thl qaxe cebe He mpeacTaBisenib! — mpornena Karpus.

— Yrto TH emy Haruiena?

— 51?7 Huyero. Ilpocto nopoliiia nNo3HakOMUTECS. Y HEro TakoW MPUSITHBIN rojoc! — oHa
MeuTaTeJIbHO B3J0OXHYJIA.

JIbICSIK TTPOIIENT MUMO IIKOJIBHUKOB, €0 JIbicast TOJI0Ba OJIecTelia Ha COJHIIE, ¥ BCTAN B IIEHTPe
CTpOsl, OIJISIAbIBAsT YUEHUKOB C JIETKON YCMEITKOM.

— Tax! Her Bpemenu ¢ Bamu pasroBapuBaTh, — Hayaj OH, XJIONHYB B Jajomu. — CerogHs
MBI OyJieM clJaBaTb CTOMETPOBKY, €CJIU Bbl HE TTPOTHUB.

— A ecnm npotuB? — pazfaics rojioc JIbio, 1 HECKOJILKO YeI0BEeK XUXUKHYIIU.

— A Te, KTO IpoTuB, MUCTEp JIBIO, MOKET OTIIPABJIATHCSA HA KyXHIO M MBITh ITOCyay. Bbl aTOr0
xotute? — I['maza Jlsicsika 3M00HO ONECHY/IM, OMHAKO TyObl OBUTM PACTSHYTHI B JIETKOM YXMBLIKE.
JIbicas rosioBa yumresns U BIIpaBLy OTpaxkajia CBET COJIHLIA, CO3/aBasi IOUTH OCJIENUTEIbHBIN OPEOJl.

JIbIO OIYCTHII TOJIOBY, M KTO-TO U3 PEOSIT 3aCMesLICS.

— OmnuHo, — JIbIcsiK OTBEepHYJICS OT JIbI0, — 51 BCer/ia 3HaJI, YTO Ha BAC MOXHO MOJIOKUTHCS.
Urak, cromerpoBka!

Bc€ Hauanock ¢ JIErKoW pasMUHKM MO KPYTry — JIETKUIA Oer, BhIMapl, pacTsikka. Merru 6e3-
YCTIEIITHO TBITaNach OeXaTh B Hayasle TOJIIBI, YTOOBl XOTh HA MHI OKa3aTbhCs PAIOM C AJIEKCOM.
OpnHako napHH ObUTA OYEHb PE3BBIMU U JIETKO YIILTA BIEPEN, UX AJTMHHBIE HOTY MEJIBKAITU C TTOpas3y-
TEJIbHOIM CKOPOCTHIO. JlorHaTh ux [ist He€ ObUIO CII0KHO — OHA HUKOT/Ia He Oblla CIOpTCMEHKOM. Bee,
YTO OCTaBAJIOCh MeITh, — CMOTPETh Ha €ro YJAJISIOIIyIoCs CIIMHY, Ha TO, KaK €ro Y€pHbIE BOJIOCHI
pa3BeBaloTcs Ha Oery, Kak OH JIEPKUT CIIMHY MPSIMO, CJIOBHO He MpuJjlarasi HUKaKuX YCHJTH.

Ha ogun mur ¢ aum nopasHsiicss CaM ¥ 4TO-TO CKa3al, HAKJIOHUBIIUCH K yXy AJiekca. Merru
HE MOIJIA PACCIIBIIIATh CJIOBA, HO 3TO OBUIO TOYHO YTO-TO OOMIHOE, IOTOMY UTO JAPYKKH €€ ObIBIIETro
napHs rpoMKo 3acMesiiich. Kak ke oHa xoTena oTopBaTh UM MX TojioBbl! E€ Kynaku cxanuch camu
COOOI.

Mo Buy, ANeKc HUKaK He OTpearupoBaj HA UX CJIOBA — €ro JIMIO OCTAJIOCh OECCTPACTHBIM,
Kak Macka. OTHaKo JIETKUI KUBOK TOJIOBBI Ka3aJICsl HeECTECTBEHHBIM, ITOUTH MEXaHUIEeCKUM, OYy/ITO
OH CJTyIIIaJjl, HO HE CJIbIILIAJL.

INocne Toro kKak oHK MpoOEsKaTN Kpocc, Hauaslach HyaHas pactsikka. U tyt y Merru ve 6bu10
BO3MOXHOCTH Tiepecevbcs ¢ AnekcoM. [TapHu, Kak U Beeria, OTIPaBIIIMCh TIHYThCS 32 OTOOMHUKH,
B TO BpeMs KakK JIEBYIIKM OCTAJIMCh HAa Ta30HE, BBHINIOJIHSAS YIPaXKHEHH Mo IpucMoTpoM JIbicsKa.

«Jlaomo, 51 6¢é pasro 00ObIOCH c80€20! »— MOKJISNACH OHA cede, UyBCTBYs, KaK BHYTPH 3aKHUIAET
YIIPSIMCTBO.

— Hy, BbI rOTOBBI, 1€TU? — CIIyCTS MMHYT JBaaLaTh Cpocu JIbICAK, KOrja Bce 3aKOHUMIIN
pa3sMUHKY. — ['0TOBBI ITOKa3aTh CBOM UCTUHHBIN YPOBEHb?

— [Ha, kanuran, — mpormrentana Cplo Tak, 4TOOBl HE YCTbIIan (pU3PYyK, HO YCIBIIATN BCE
OCTaJIbHBIE, U KTO-TO CIABJIEHHO XUXUKHYII.

— [pucrynum! I'lo criucky! — ckomanoBai JIbICSIK, M YYEHUKM HaYald BHIXOIUTb Ha CTapT.

[epBbIMU TILTM TApHU, U TYT-TO, SICHOE JIeJI0, He OblIo paBHBIX Camy. [lapeHs Geran ObicTpee
BCEX HE TOJIBKO B IIKOJIE, HO U B TOPOJie — Ha BCEX COPEBHOBAHUSIX €My He OblIo paBHBIX. Ero cBert-
JIbIe BOJIOCHI Pa3BEBAJIMICh HAa BETPY, MBIIIILIBI TEPEKATHIBATUCH TIOJ (PyTOOJIKOM, M OH (PUHUIITPOBAT
C TAaKMM OTPBIBOM, YTO OCTaJIbHBIE BBIVISIEIH KAJKO.
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CsM BMecTe ¢ ApYruMH peOsiTaMu BCTaJT B KOJIOAKH U IO KOMAaH[Ie BHIOEKAJ C TAKOW CKOPOCTHIO,
C KaKOM e3/15IT TOHOYHBIe aBTOMOOWIIH. [Ipyrue pedsta ocTaauch JajeKo Mo3au, MbIXTS U OTCTaBasl.

3atem nuia Bropas rpymma. TyT aena 00CTossI HEMHOTO XyXe — peOsiTa ObUTH SIBHO MeJIJIeH-
Hee, 1 JIBICSK HeJOBOJIbHO Kavyall TOJIOBOM, YTO-TO 3aMUCHIBas B OJIOKHOT.

AJekc ocrasicsi CToSTh B CTOpOHe, HaOmoiast 3a 6eryHaMu ¢ TeM ke OTCTPaHEHHBIM BbIpasKe-
HHUEM JIMIIA, CJIOBHO BCE MPOUCXOASINEE HE MMEJIO K HeMY HUKAKOTO OTHOIIEHUS.

— Hy a BbI, Muctep Asiekc? — Hauain JIbicsik, nmogxoas K Hemy. — Ilokaxkere HaM TO, UTO
ymeete?

[apeH» MoTUa KMBHYJ M BCTaJI HA U3rOTOBKY. Komogku oH 00OIIEN CTOPOHOM M HE CTall UX
Oparth, 3aHsIB IMO3ULIUIO IPSIMO Ha IOPOKKE, HOTH HA IIUPUHE TUIeY, PyKH CBOOOIHO BUCST BAOJb TeJa.

— Bor ceituac Oyzer ymopa, — rpoMKo ckasai Towm, U ero Ipykku 3axuxukaii. Cam 4To-To
IIENHYJI eMy Ha YXO, U OHM 00a yXMbUIbHYIUCh. OqHako, korga CaMm 3ameTnit, 4to Merru cMoTpuT
Ha Hero, OH Cpa3y BBIIPSIMUJICS, CJIOBHO COJIIAT, U TIPHJIOKUII PYKY K TOJIOBE B IIYTJMBOM CAJTIOTE.

Merru 3akatuia ria3a u mnepesena B3I Ha Asekca. OH CTOSUT BO BECh pOCT — HOTHU He
COTHYTBHI B KOJICHSIX, CIIMHA MTPsiMasi, B3IJIS/1 yCTPeMJIEH Briepén. [lepes TeM Kak 3aMepeThb B 0XKUAaHNN
KOMaH[Ibl, OH HA MTHOBEHHE TIOCMOTpeJ MpsIMO Ha He€. Bcero Ha MrHoBeHne — HO Merru roroBa
ObLJ1a TIOKJISICTBCSI, YTO OH CJIeTKa MPUIIOTHSIT YTOJIOK Iy0. A 3aTeM ero B3IJIsl] CHOBA CTaJl MYCTHIM,
Y OH OTBEPHYJICSI, CJIOBHO HUYETO HE MPOU3OIILIO.

«4mo smo 6110 2»— cepptie e€ nponycTuio yaap. Térmias BolHa pa3iniiach Mo rpyau, U OHa
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK KPOBb NPWJIMBAET K IIEKAM.

Merru He OblIa CIIOPTCMEHKOW, HO TOYHO 3HAJIA, YTO C TAKOTO MOJOKEHHUs] — CTOsI, 6e3 KOJo-
JIOK, €3 COrHYThIX HOT — Ha4aTh OeXkaTh MPaBUIILHO ObLIO OUeHb TPyaHO. [Tokazars Xopoiiee Bpems
eMy OyeT KpaiiHe Tsokesio. To ObUT BHI30B cCaMOMy ceOe, M OHa 3aTanjia JAbIXaHe.

U Bot JIbicsAK 1a KOMaHay, U AJieKc moOexal.

Merru Boiyumia ra3a. Takoro Oera oHa emm€ He BHJENA, XOTh M TMOCelafa COPEeBHOBAHUS
Coma HeckobKo pa3. [lapeHp nepedupai HoraMu ¢ TAKOH CKOPOCTBIO, UTO UX TOYTH He ObLJIO BUTHO
— OHM IPEBPATUIIUCH B pa3MbIThie MATHA. [Ipu 5TOM pykamu oH paboTail Kak-To MeIJICHHO, HeecTe-
CTBEHHO, CJIOBHO CTIEIIMAJIBHO CIEPKUBAII ce0s1, OyATO OOSIICS, UTO €CIIM Pa3TOHUTCS ITO-HACTOSIILIEMY,
€ro MPOCTO HE CMOTYT OCTAaHOBUT.

Hogenpkuil punmimpoail, a JIbIcsK, BbITy4MB I71a3a, yCTaBWICS Ha ceKyHIoMep. OH nogHéec
ero K camMbIM IJ1a3aM, IPOTEP CTEKJIO MajbleM, CHOBA TOCMOTPEJI, ¥ Ha €ro JIMIE OTPA3UIIOCh HETIOA-
aenbHoe n3ymieHrne. OH SIBHO He TIOBEPHJI TOMY, UTO YBHUJIEIL.

— Mucrep Cam Byn! Iopoitnure-ka ciona.

C5M JIeHMBOUM TIOXOAKOHM MOOPEN K (PU3PYyKy, CTapasich COXPaHATh BAIbSKHOCTh, HO TE, KTO
3HAJI €r0 XOPOIII0, 3aMETHJIM Ha €ro JIUIE JIETKUI UCITyT — TeHb, KOTOpasi MEJIbKHYJIA U UCUe3Ia MO
MacCKO¥M CaMOyBEpEHHOCTH.

— BarnsauTe! — JIBICSAK TKHYJ CEKYHAOMEp B HOC MapHio. TOT HEXOTs BIMISIHYJI, U €0 OpOBU
TIOTIOJI3JIA BBEPX, HO OH OBICTPO B351T ce0s1 B PYKU M YXMBLTbHYJICS.

— HagepHoe, BBl HaXaJIu CITYCTs IeCATh METPOB, Kak oH modexan! Takoe ObiBaeT, Korjaa o
4EM-TO 3agymMaelibes. — CaM MoxKas IieyaMu, CTapasich FTOBOPUTH HEOPEXKHO.

— Hy-ka upin! — mmkHya Ha Hero JIbicsik. — Muctep AJjiekc, Bbl 3aHUMAITUCh Oerom?

— Her, — otBetun AJiekc, koraa nompomén omsko K JIbicsaky. [lapeHs paxe He 3arbIxacs,
ABIIIAT JIETKO ¥ HEMPUHYXJIEHHO, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO He Oeskall CTOMETPOBKY 32 PEKOPAHOE BpeMs,
a MPOCTO BHIIIIEN HA MPoryiky. Hu karum norta Ha 10y, HA TEHH YCTaJIOCTH.

Bnepsbie Merru ycibiiiana ero roioc Tak 6;1m3ko. M on u Bpasay ObuUT TPeKpacHbIM — MeJio-
JAWYHBIN, C JIETKOW XPUTIOTLION, ITyOOKHIA M POBHBIM, KaK JAIEKUH I'YJL.

— CmMoxeTe MOBTOPUTH ITOT Oer ceiuac? — crpocuit ero (GU3pYyK, B IJ1a3aX KOTOPOTO 3aXkKercst
OTrOHEK MPO(eCCHOHATBHOTO MHTEepeca.

[NapeHs moxaJ rie4amu, ero JIMIO OCTAIOCh OeCCTPACTHBIM.
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— INouemy ObI U HET.

— Hy Torza BctaHbTe Ha U3rOTOBKY BMeCTe C MUCTEpOM ByoMm u MoKakute HaM, Ha 4To CIO-
COOHBI.

— IIa 310 mipocto cmentHo! — BocnpoTuBUiIcs CaM, U roJioc ero JpOrHyII OT eBa CAep:KIUBae-
Mo# sipocTu. — C KaKo¥ CTaTu s1 AOJKEeH OeraTh ¢ TUM. .. 3M... Anekcom? S mpoduiibHbIN CTapTED,
u Oerarb ¢ TWIEeTaHTaMU — TPOCTO. ...

JIbICSIK TKHYJI MAJIbIIEM B CTOPOHY CTapTa U ObUT HEMPEKJIOHEH.

— Hy BblI ke cunTaete, 4TO 51 HAXaJl He BOBpeMsl, Tak ? BOT 1 mokaxuTe HaMm, YTO s OIUOAIOC.
W na, eciu BB 3TO He cenaerte ceivac, Muctep By, To MoskeTe 3a0bITh O BalllX peKOMEH/IaTeIbHbIX
MUChMaxX Ha MOCTYIUIEHUE B YHUBEPCHUTET. Bbl MeHs ycabimanm?

Csm 3amep. Merru Buziena, Kak OH CKaJl YeJIIOCTH TaK, YTO JKEJIBAKM 3aXOIWIU TOf KOXKEH,
Kak ero B3MIsi MeTajics Mesxay JIsicsikom 1 Merru. OH cMOTpes Ha He€ — U B €ro I71a3axX YnuTasach
MosbOa: «CKaxu, 4To He HAJIO, 3aIUTH MeHs». Ho Merru oTBepHYach, enas BUI, YTO TIOMPaBIIsAeT
BoJiockl. Toraa ero JMI0 UCKa3UIOCh — OH TOHSUI, YTO BIOOpa HeT. MeasieHHo, OyATo yepe3 CUiy,
OH KUBHYJL.

— XopoI1o, — BBIIABUI OH CKBO3b 3YOBl, 1 B 3TOM OHOM CJIOBE OBIJIO CTOJIBKO 37100bI, UTO
Merru no€xunach.

I'maza ero mospIXayii HEHABKCTBIO, HAITPABJIEHHOM Ha AJieKca, HO TOT CMOTpeJT BIEPEs C TIpex-
Hell HEBO3MYTHUMOCTBIO, CJIOBHO HE 3aMeuasi HIYero BOKPYT.

Merru XOpoIIIo 3HaJIa, YTO peKOMEHIaTeIbHbIe MTUChMa ObUT OYeHb BakHbI 111 Cama. Braro-
Japsi UM ero MOIJIM B3ATh O3 BCTYIUTENIbHBIX 9K3aMEHOB, Kak criopTcMeHa. U ceifuac OH prcKoBa
BCEM HM3-32 KAKOU-TO ypaIlKol CTOMETPOBKH.

«Ox u He K 000py 3mo 6cé»,— nogyMana Merru, 4yBCTBYsI, KaK BHYTpPU 3apOXKJIAETCS TPEBOra.

Csm u Asekc BcTasi Ha M3rotoBKy. Ho ecim ee OBbIBIIME MapeHb BCTal B KOJOAKH, KaK M
TIOJIOXKEHO MPO(ECCHOHANTY, BHITHYB CIIMHY U OITYCTUB TOJIOBY, TO AJIEKC CHOBA BBITSIHYJICSI BO BECh
POCT — HOTY HE COTHYTHI B KOJICHSIX, CIIMHA MIpsiMasi, pyKu CBOOOAHO BUCAT. Kak oH BoOOIIE MOKET
OexaTb B Takou 1mo3e?

[Tpo3Byyana komanga. CaM Kak pakera BbLIETEN C KOJOIOK — CIHMHA COTHYTA, TOJI0BA OITy-
I1IeHa, HOrM paboTaloT C MEXaHMUYECKOM TOYHOCTBIO. MerTu IECSITKY pa3 BU/eNa, KaK MapeHb BBIIPSIM-
JISUICSL TOJIBKO K TPUALIATOMY METpY, HaOMpasi MaKCHMAIbHYI0 CKOPOCTb. DTO OblIa €ro KOpOHHasI
TEXHUKA.

OpnHako, Ha yauBJIeHHe, AJIeKC He OTCTaBaJl OT criopTcMeHa. Bosiee Toro, oH cTaj yXomuTh BIie-
pén, ero AIMHHBIE HOTM MEJIBKATM TaK OBICTPO, YTO Ka3aJauCh Pa3MBITHIMU JUHUsAMU. Ha dunmie
OH OTOPBAJICS METPOB Ha MATh, YTO ISl TAKOW JAMCTAHIMU ObLIO TPOCTO HeMbICIUMO. CaM MpUIEn
BTOPBIM, HO €T0 JIMIO ObUIO UCKAXKEHO YHUKEHUEM.

— Kakoii myxxunna! — KaTpus psaom 3akaTuiia rjas3a Tak, 4To 3payky MOYTH UCUE3NU. —
Ecnu 310 HE MO# My Xk, TO TOrJa KTo. § roToBa ynactb K ero Horam!

Merru He cibinana eé. OHa cMoTpesia Ha AJleKca M 4yBCTBOBaJIa, Kak XOJIOIOK CTpaxa MOi3ET
10 MO3BOHOYHUKY. Tak He ObiBaeT. Jlioqu Tak He Geraior. OH Jake He 3arbIXxayicsi — HU pasy. He
ObLIO HU KaIlIi TI0Ta, HA COMTOro AbIxaHusi, Hu4ero. OH He YeJIoBeK.

Omna noHsi1a 3T0 ¢ myraooiueit sicHocTblo. M ot 3toro e crano crpamHo. Ho nmouemy-to oHa
HE XOTeJia OTBOAUTH B3IJIST — HA000POT, €€ TIHYJIO K HEMY, CJIOBHO K MArHUTHOMY TOJIIO, KOTOPOE
HEBO3MOXHO ObLJIO UTHOPUPOBATH.

O6a napHs nogonu K yxmbuistiomemycst JIpicsiky. Ilpu 3Tom Asiekc mén HeMHOTO BIiepe,
a Cam OypaBul €ro CIiHy 37100HBIM B3IJISIZIOM, €r0 PYKH ObUIM CKaThl B KyJIaKM, a Ha BHCKE IyJIb-
CHpOBAJIa JKHJIKA.

— Hy u, mucrep Bya? — cran nputanioBsiBath JIbICSK, SIBHO Hacaax/1asCh MOMEHTOM. —
Kto Tyt Haxan nozxe? Kaxercs, y KOro-To OTCTa€r craprt, pa3se Het? Wi, MoxeT, y Bac poOieMsl
CO CKOPOCTBI0?
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CsM MoITya B35UT CBOIO CYMKY U, HE CKa3aB HU CJIOBa, MOOPEN K BHIXOLY CO CTaAMOHA, €r0 CIIMHA
OblJ1a HAMpsIKEeHa, a TUIeYH OIyIeHbl. Ero npy3bs Kakoe-To BpeMsi CMOTpeJTH €My BCIiell, a 3aTeM Tak
e 3710 mocMoTpenu Ha Asiekca. [lapeHb CcTosut okoJio (pu3pyKa ¢ MpexHer 0e3pa3InIHOCTHIO U TaK
ke poBHO Jibian. OH BooOIIe ycTaéT? D10 OBUIO HEECTECTBEHHO.

— Bce cBoOOHBI, EBYIIIEK MBI CMOTpETh He Oyaem, — mpornen JIbICSK, MaxHyB pyKOH. —
Bcé, uTo Hy)HO, MBI yke yBuaenu! Bol MokeTe UATH NIepeoieBaThCsl.

AJnekc momén ObUT0 BMECTe CO BCeMH, HECIIEITHO, HO YBEpeHHO. Merru HakoHell coopasiach
C AyXOM M HAllpaBWJIACh K HEMY, yXe OTKPBIB POT, YTOObI 3arOBOPHTH, HO MapeHb, CIIOBHO MOYYB-
CTBOBAB €€ I11ary, BAPYT YCKOPUJICS U Yepe3 CEKYH[y CKPbUICS B TOJIIE, PACTBOPUBLINCH CPEU PY-
I'MX YYEHUKOB. Merru ocTaHOBUIIACh, IIPOBOXKAst €ro B3rsAAoM. Eil mokasanock, YTo OH yCMEXHYJIcs,
yXOfisl — TeHb YJBIOKM MeJIbKHY/Ia Ha ero JIMIe, HO Mcuesya Mpexk/e, YeM OHa ycriena MOHSTh, YTO
BuauT. Ho mpex/ie uem oH rcyes U3 BUy, OHA 3aMETHIIA, KaK €ro rojioBa cjerka oBepHyJach — OH
CJIOBHO XOTeJI OIJISIHYTBCSI, HO CAEPKAJICS U MPOIOJIKUI MyTh, HE OOCPHYBILHCH.

— Auiekc! — KpukHyaa oHa eMy Bciieal. ['o1oc e€ MOTOHYI B IITyMe TOJIIIBL.

Merru 3amepia, 4yBCTBYs ceOst yHMkeHHOW. HukTo Hukorna He yxomun oT He€. Hukro. OHa
Bcerga Obuia TOM, KTO Jiesiaia 3TO TIepBOH, CTaBWIa TOUKY. A Tereph OHa CTOsUIa OJIHA, C OTKPBHITHIM
PTOM, M CMOTpeJIa Ha IyCTOe MECTO, I/Ie TOJIBKO YTO ObUI STOT CTPAHHBIN MapeHb.

— Hy a BbI, MucTep AJsiekc, ook IUTe HeMHOro! — KpHUKHYJ JIBICAK B IMyCTOTY, HO ITAPEHDb
yXke ucyes.

®Puspyk ele pa3 NOCMOTPEIT Ha CEKYHAOMEp U MOKayas ToJI0BOM, IBHO HE BEPs1 CBOMM IJ1a3aM.
OH 4T0-TO MpoGOpMOTAJ cede Mo HOC U yOpasl mprudop B KapMaH.

Merru ornsiHyach yepes Ie4o ¥ NocMoTperia Ha craanoH. OHa cTosijla OHa IOCPEAN Pacxo-
JMBLLEWCS TOJIBL, €€ BOJIOCHI Tperas JIETKUI BeTep, U OHAa YyBCTBOBAJA, KAK BHYTPY MOAHUMAETCS
YTO-TO HOBOE — PEIIMMOCTb, 3JI0CTb, keJaHue. OHa He 3Hasla, KTO OH U YTO eMY HYXKHO, HO Terepb
TOYHO 3HaJIa OJJHO: OHA He ocTaHOBUTCA. OHa TOOBETCS ero BHUMAHUsI, Yero Obl 3TO HA CTOMJIO.
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I'naBa 5

— Hy un, Anekc, — nHauana Mapu, crapasich, 9TOObl TOJIOC 3BYYasl OOOpPO, XOTS YCTAIOCTh
JaBIJIa Ha TUIeYH, — Kak TeOe MepBbli JeHb Ha yueoe?

[NapeHs yabIOHYJICS — TOM caMO# JIETKO#, IOUTH HEYJIOBUMOH YJIBIOKOH, KOTOpylo Mapu yxe
Hayajia 3amMedaTb, — U MPOJOJIKMJI CMOTPETh B 9KpaH KoMIblotepa. Tenepb oH Oosblile HE JIMCTA
HOBOCTHYIO JIEHTY C Iyraiolieil CKOPOCTbhIO, a U3ydall JOCTOIPUMEYATeIbHOCTH. Mapu ObLIO TIOXO
BUJTHO U3-32 OJIMKOB HA MOHMTOPE, HO, KaKeTCsl, apeHb Hacaaxaascs Kpacotamu JlyBpa: ero jmio-
BbI€ I71a3a CKOJIb3UJIM 1O N300paXKEHUSM, U Ha JIULIE OTPakaJoCh YTO-TO MOXOXKEE Ha 3alyMYUBOCTb,
MOYTH MEYTATEbHOCTb.

— Kak Tebe TBO¥ Ki1acc? — pelmiia mpogo/bkuTh gonpoc Mapu. OHa npucena Ha Kpaii cTyia,
HaOsmos1as 3a HUM. ButHO Ob1710, YTO MapeHb He 0c000 OOLIUTENbHBIM, 1aXkKe CKPBITHBII — OH OTBEYaJ
OJIHOCJIO)KHO, HE PACKPBIBASCh, U AEpkKajl JUCTAHLIMIO, CJIOBHO 32 HEBUAMMOM CTEHOM.

MosxeT ObITh, Ha HETO Tak CKa3blBajach aMHe3us1? Bpau Jleppuk ckaszai, 4To eCTb BEpOSTHOCTD,
YTO BOCIIOMUHAHUS K HEMY HE BEpPHYTCA HUKOrga. OJJHAKO YTO-TO OYE€Hb CMYILAJIO U HACTOPAXHUBAJIO
Mapu. HaBepHoe, TO, ¢ KaKoil CKOpPOCTbIO TapeHb OCBOWJICS] HA HOBOM MecTe. Pa3Be 3T0 HopMasibHO?
OH He cripamMBall, Kak BKJIIOYUTh CBET, HE YAUBIIAJCA KpaHy C BOJOH, HE ITyraJics 3ByKOB ITpOe3xkKa-
101X 10e370B. OH MPOCTO. .. BIIUTHIBAIL. AIalITUPOBAJICS.

— Tak 4uro ckaxemb? TBOM OXUAAHMS OT KJacca ONpaBJalMCh? — CIIPOCKJIa OHA CHOBA,
TMIONPABJISAS] OUKH.

duoneToBble 171232 MOJIOZIOTO YeIoBeKa OJIECHYIH B MOITyMpaKe KOMHATBI, OTPaXasl XOJIOHBINA
cBeT MOHUTOpA. OH yJbIOHYJICS — Ha 3TOT pa3 IIUpe, OYTHU 3araJO4Ho.

— O, ga. Emé kak.

— Hy, xotb 310 XOpomo. Mucrep Jlekc roBopuii, 4TO Thl OYEHb XOPOLIO MPOsIBUII ce0s Ha
¢uskynbrype. Tak gepxars! — Mapu nonbitanach yJIbIOHYThCS, HO B TOJIOCE IPOCKOJIB3HYIA HOTKA
OecnokoiicTBa. OHa ciplaza oT (pU3pyKa, YTO AJIEKC YCTAHOBUII KAKOH-TO HEBEPOSATHBIA PEeKOpH,
HO pelnia He yrIyOmsaThes.

— OH 3BaJ1 MeHs K ce0e B CEKIIMIO, HO 51 OTKa3aJcsl, — AJIEKC OITYCTHJI B3IJISI, ¥ €rO MaJIbLIbl
B UEPHBIX NIepUaTKax Ha MIHOBEHHE CXKAJIUCh B KyJaki. — MHe NpHUIUIOCh 00OTHATH 3TOTO MapHS
— (Csma. Kaxercs, oH HeMHOro oOuesics.

Mapwu B3noxHyna. [a, ¢ 3TMM ydeHHKOM siBHO OymyT rpoGieMsl. CoM He yMes ITPOUT phIBaTh.
U 310 1y61MyHOE YHUKEHUE MOIJIO ChITpaTh B JaJIbHEHIEM 371y10 HIyTKy. C 3TUM HaJ0 CPOYHO UYTO-
TO JIeJIaTh, HO OHA MIOKA HEe 3HaJIa, KaK MOJACTYIHUThCS.

Bce netu st Mapu 6suti cBoumu, HO CaM. .. DTOT oHOIIA ObLT ceOe Ha yme. VI3 oueHb 6oratoit
CEMBbH, €ro OTel] CYMTAIT yUrTeJleld CBOMMHU XOJIONIAMU, M 3Ta MO3ULIMS MEPELLIa U €ro CbiHy. Mabuuk
BBIPOC U TIOYMHEJ, CTaJl OTHOCUThCS OoJiee CHUCXOAUTEIBHO, HO BCE e €C/U JIeJIO KacaJloCh €ro
CBOOOJIBI MJIM CAMOJTIOOHSI, OH OTPBI3AJICS, KaK UKW 3BEpb.

— Mapu, — Havyan AJsieKc, U €ro rojioc CTajl Yy Thb THUILE, IOYTH JOBEPUTEIbHBIM, — PACCKAXKHU
MHe 00 OTHO JEBYIIIKE U3 MOETo KJjacca.

«Tak. Hy eom xomwv 3mo noxooice Ha HOpMANbHYIO memy»,— nogyMana Mapu, 4yBCTBys, Kak
BHYTPH OTITYCKAEeT HallpsiKEHHe.

— Ha, xoneyno. O KoM UMEHHO?

— JlnvHHBIE Y€pHBIE BOJIOCH. Psyiom ¢ Helt Bcerna OmoHAMHKA. §1 cpOCHII Y 9TOW AEBYILIKK
IIPO HEE, HO Ta MOYEMY-TO CcTajla XUxHuKaTb. OHa cTpaHHas, pa3Be HeT? MHe Moka3aloch, YTO OHa
€CT MEH# IVIa3aMU.

Mapu ynsiOHynach, BcnioMHuB Katpus. Ta Beerna Obuta CIMIIKOM HaBS3UMBOM, OCOOEHHO C
HOBBIMHM JIULIAMHU.

— Hy, 6nonnunka — 310 Karpun. A neByiika ¢ 4€pHeIMU BoslocaMu — Merru CMuUT.
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— Merru, — niponsHéc AJIeKc, CJIOBHO MPoOysl UMs Ha BKYC. Ero ryObl uyTh II€BEJIbHYIIUCS,
¥ Mapu mokasanoch, 4TO OH 3allOMUHAET 3BYK, BIUIETAET €r0 B CBOIO MaMsTh. Buaumo, uMs emy
MOHPABHUJIOCh, TIOTOMY YTO OH TPOAOIKII: — YTO Thl MOKEIIb O HEW paccKa3aThb?

— Hy, oHa u3 cembu OM3HecMeHa, — Havdasia Mapu, cTapasich moroupars cioBa. — Y Marepu
Ka(e B IEHTpe ropoja, y OTiia — rOCTUHUYHBINA OU3HEC.

— IloHsITHO, — AJIEKC OTBEPHYJICS K OKHY, U €T0 B3IJISIII CTall OTCTPAHEHHBIM, CIIOBHO OH yXke
HE CITyIa, a 0OayMBIBaI 4T0-TO cBOE. — Hy a mpo Heé camy 4To CKakelb?

«XM, noopocmxoeast 110006b, He uHa4e»,— NogyMasia Mapu, 4yBCTBYsI JIETKYI0 HOCTAJIBIHIO.

— JleBymika c xapaktepoM. Bokpyr He€ Bceraa Mope yxaxeépo. Ho ObicTpo Bc€ Hamoenaet. Tak
y He€ Bo BcéM, OenHast neBouka. C yu€ooii Oosblme mpodieMbl, XOTsI POAUTENH, YBEPEHa, YCTPOST
€€ Ha XOPOIIYIO TOJIKHOCTb.

[Napens kuBHYI, HO He 00epHYJICcs. OH CTOSIT Y OKHA, CKPECTHB PYKH 32 CITHOM, U CMOTpEJT Ha
ynuity. Jlake 1oMa OH XOAWI B MepyaTKax — JJIMHHBIX, KOJKaHBIX, O JIOKTS, 1 Mapu 3ameTuia, Kak
OH BpeMsI OT BpEMEHH CKMMAET M pa3KMMaeT Majiblibl, CJIOBHO MPOBEPsIsl, HA MECTE JI OHHU.

— Huuero He BCIIOMHIII U3 CBOEH MPOIILION KU3HU? — CIIPOCUIIa OHA OCTOPOKHO, XOTSI YKe
3HaJIa OTBET.

AJekc okayas rojoBo.

— IIpoctu, Mapu, HO HeT.

«Ouenw dHcanv, HO umo nodeaamuvy». OHa yxe MOYTA CMUAPUJIACH C TEM, YTO €ro MpOIUIoe OCTa-
HeTCs JJ1s1 He€ 3araJJKou.

— Mapwu, MHe 1paBa HeJIOBKO, YTO TaK BBIIUIO, — AJIEKC OTBEPHYJICS OT OKHA M TOCMOTpPE
Ha He€. B ero ¢pmoneToBbIX MIa3zax MeNbKHYJA TeHb, KOTOPYIO OHA HE MOIJIa MpoYMTarh. — 1 Tak
BOPBAJICS B TBOIO KU3Hb. .. Obelaio, 4to ckopo s ucde3ny. Criacrb6o tede 3a BCE, YTO ThI AJI1 MEHS
JeNaellb.

— Oii, Anekc! — Mapu BcKoumia ¢ Kpeclia M MofAoIIa K HeMy, oOHs1a. OH ObLT XyIbIM,
TMIOYTH XPYIKHUM, ¥ Yepe3 TOHKYIO TKaHb PyOalllki OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK HAMPSI)KEHBI €0 MBIIIIIbL. —
A Bceé nonnmaro. Hy:xHo Bcerga nomorars moasaM. a v Tel yke cTal Kakum-To pogHbiM. He Hy:xHO
ye3KaTh, KUBHU, CKOJIbKO XOUelb.

OH 00Hs1T €€ B OTBET — OCTOPOKHO, CJIOBHO OOSICh PUUMHUTH OOJTb MJTH CJIOMaTh 4T0-TO0. Ero
PYKH B IlepyaTKax Jerm Ha e€ ruieur, 1 Mapu mouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK XOJIOAOK MPOIIEN Yepe3 TKaHb.

— Crnacu6o 3a Bcé. U na, Mapu. .. Tebe nmpuaércs yexarb U3 roposa.

— Yero? — oHa OTCTpaHMJIACh OT HETO, BIVISABIBASCH B €ro mio. — [lodyemy yexatnb?

OH nokavas rojioBoi, ¥ B €ro Ia3zax MeJjbKHYJIa Takas IIyOOKasi, APEBHSS YCTaJIOCTh, YTO
Mapu Ha MTHOBeHHUe 3a0bUIa, KaK AbIIIATh.

— 4 He mory Tebe ckazarts... [Ipocto... Tebe MpUaETCs MHE TOBEPUTHCS.

C 3TiMU CIOBaMU OH CHOBA MOJOIIEN K OKHY, U Mapu, 4yBCTBYS, KaK BHYTPU pa3pacraercs
TpeBoOra, MocjieioBaja 3a HUM.

— 4 "e nonumaio, Anekc. Tyt moit tom. Mou aetu. Kyna s noemny?

OHa oCcTaHOBWJIACH PSI/IOM M TOXKE B3IJISIHYJIA HA YJIUILY.

HarpotuB ux moma Obuta JeTcKasi IJIOMIAIKa, 3HAKOMAsI 10 MEJTbUaIMX MOAPOOHOCTEN: CTa-
pble Kavyesd, MECOYHMIIA ¢ OOMYMUBIIUMHUCS OOPTUKAMH, CKaMEWKH, MOKpAIleHHbIe 3eJIEHON Kpac-
KO, KOTOpas yske Hauasta oose3ath. [Tnomaaka pacromnaranack Mesk/1y COCHaMH, KOTOPBIE Cakal emé
e€ oter] MHOTO JieT Ha3aa. [1o3aau coceH — cepble MHOTOTaKKH, KOTOPble MHOTA CKPbIBATIA COJ-
HEYHBIN CBET, 0TOpachIBasl [UIMHHbIE TEHU HA TIECOK.

Bc€ Ob110 Kak 0OBIYHO: B IECOYHHUIIE UTPAJTH JIETH, UX MaMBbl CUJIEJIU HA JIABOYKAX U O YEM-TO
TOBOPWJIM, HE TSIl Ha MaJbiiei. [To fopore psaoM He e3uI MalliHbl — B MX TOPOJIE MaIlIMHbI
ObUIA PEAKOCTBIO, JIIOAU TPEINOYNTATA XOAUTh MEIIKOM JIMOO BBI3BIBATh TaKCHU. THXUH, YIOTHBIH,
COHHBII rOpo/I.
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Uro xe ero tak 3amHTepecoBanio? Bcé ObUl0 coBceM OOBIYHO, pa3Be 4To... Berpa He ObLIO
coBceM. JlepeBbsi CTOSUIM HEMOJIBUKHO, BO3JYX 3aCThlI, Kak B Bakyyme. Ho kauenu Ha muiorniaake
MOYEMY-TO PacKauMBaIUCh CaMH TIO cebe.

7Kee3Hsle 11enu, Ha KOTOPBIX KPETTUIUCh Kauesd, OT BeTpa Obl HE TIOIIEBETUIIFCH — OHU OBbUTH
CJIMILIKOM TSKEBIMM JJI51 JIETKOTO TYHOBEHUS. TYT e OHM PacKauMBaJMCh B3a] U BIEPEN C TaKOW
aAMIUTUTYIOM, CIIOBHO HA HUX KTO-TO CHJIEN ¥ OTTAJKUBAJICS Horamu. Ho oHM ObLIH ITyCTHI!

Mapwu He nosepuiia cBouM razam. OHa MOprHyJia, HOTEpJa BEKU, HO KAPTHHA HE U3MEHWJIACh.
JleT ¥ UX pOIUTENH CIIOBHO He 00paIiajii Ha 9TO BHUMAHWSI — OHU UTPAJIH, Pa3rOBapHBAIIH, YJIbI-
Oasrch, Oy/ITO HUYero CTPAaHHOTO He TTporcxoario. Ho 3Tu kadenu v BripaBay ObLIH OOJIBIION CTPaH-
HOCTBIO.

OHa xotena cnpocuTh y AJsiekca, BUANUT JIM OH 3TO, HO, B3IJISIHYB Ha Hero, 3amepina. Ero yimio
OBbLIO OJICTHBIM, TIOUYTH IMPO3PAYHBIM B TYCKJIOM BEUEPHEM CBETE, YEITIOCTH CKATHI TaK, YTO HA CKYJIaX
BBICTYITMJIM JKEJIBAKH, a I71a3a CMOTPEJIM He Ha Kayelld, a 4yTh BbIIIle — Ty/a, Te, Ka3aJI0Ch, HUKOTO
He ObU10. OH CMOTpeI B MyCTOTY, HO BUAE HEUTO MHOE.

— AJiekc? — OCTOPOKHO TM03Bajia OHa, YyBCTBYs, KaK MO CIHHE MpoderaeT Xonon. — YTo Thl
TaM BUIUIIL?

OH He otBetws1. Ero pyku B mepyarkax CKajaucCh B KYyJIaKW, IUIEYd HAIPSIJIUCh, CIOBHO OH
TOTOBUJICS K MPbDKKY. OH CMOTpesT Ha Kavyelld, HO BUE] HEUTO MHOE — HEYTO, YTO 3aCTaBJIsIIO €ro
KPOBb CTHIHYTb B KWJIaX.

AJiekc B e€.

Ty TBapb, KOTOpasi BOT YK€ HECKOJIBKO THEW MPUXOAWIa eMy B KolIMapax. B 3Tux cHax oHa
IIeNTana eMy, Kak MbITaTh JTIOAEH, KaKk HAXOAUTh UX C1a0ble MecTa, Kak 3aCTaBJIATh UX Kpruath. Tex
OesHbIX Jmoel, uTo 3a0penu He Tyaa. OH MBITAICS COMPOTHBISATHCS, HO OHA BCErJa OfepKrBaja
Bepx. Beerna nmobesxana v Bcerna HaXoauiia ThMy B €r0 Jiylie, BCKphIBaJia €, Kak CTapylo paHy.

U BoT OHa OblIa HE BO CHe, a HasBYy. KolllMapHOe cO3[jaHNe packauMBaoch Ha Kavyessix B3ajl
U BIepEn, U e€ ryObl pacTArMBaIUCh B 3HAKOMOM, JieJsTHON yibiOke. KpacuBasi keHIMHa, BHICOKasI
Y CTpOWHAS, C U/IeaTbHON OCAHKOMW U JIMIIOM, KOTOPOE MOIJIO ObI COMTH 3a aHTeJIbCKOe, eClii Obl He
XOJIO]1, UCXOUBIIINI OT He€ BOJTHaMU. YEpHBIE JTMHHBIE BOJIOCH TIOI0OHO Mapy KITyOWIUCh HAJI TOJIO-
BOI1 11 3aBUBAJIFICh B CTOPOHBI, CJIOBHO 3MeH, XOTsI BeTpa He Obu10. YEpHOE AJTMHHOE TUIaThe CTPYHIIOCH
T10 3eMJI€, CKPbIBasl JIOABIKKH, a 30JI0ThIE JIEHTBI, PACILIUThIE 3aTEMIMBBIM Y30pOM — IEpEIUIETEHHbIE
BUHOTPA/IHBIE JIO3bI I MEJIKKE 3BE3/Ibl, — YKpAIIaa pyKaBa 1 MoJoJ1, HOOIECKMBAsI B TYCKJIOM CBETE.
JKennmHa nepkaiach pykamu 3a LeTHd, HO JIaJOHe! BUIHO He ObLIO — JJTMHHBIE PYKaBa CKPBIBAJIH
UX, CBUCAsl BHU3, OCTaBasICh HEMOJBIKHBIMHU, CJIOBHO OHM ObLIM HAPUCOBAHBI, a HE CIIUTHI, U HE
MOBTOPSJIN IBUKEHUS €€ Tela.

U ona ynpi6anach — Takoi MPUBETIMBOM, TOYTH HEBMHHOM YJIBIOKOM, CJIOBHO aHTell, CITyCTHB-
mmiics ¢ Hebec. Ho Asiekc TOUHO 3Has, 4To OHa Takoe BHYyTpu. OH BUjieln e€ CyTh — ThbMY, KOTOpast
KJIyOMJIach 3a €€ IMpeKpacHbIM JIMIIOM, APEBHIO, TOJIOMHYIO, KaX TyIIyIO.

OHa nomaxajia eMmy pyKou, U €€ CMeX — TUXHI, MEJIOAUYHBIN, TOXOKHUI HA 3BOH KOJIOKOJIbYM-
KOB, — pa3HEccs 1Mo Oe3BeTpeHHOMY BO31yXy. Kavenu mpogoskaiy packauynmBaThCsl B TAKT €€ IBU-
KEHMSIM, HO cama OHa He Kacasach 3eMJIU.

Mapwu cHoBa ocMoTpeJa Ha Tuioniaaky. Kauenm Be€ Tak ke packaurBasIuCh, HO OOJTbINE HIYETO
HEOOBIYHOTO OHA He 3amevasia. ToJbKO MmycToTa.

— AJiekc, Thl MeHsl CIIBIIIHIIL? YTO MPOUCXoauT? — rosioc €€ APOrHyJi, 1 OHa CXBaTHJIa €ro
3a JIOKOTb, HO OH JJa’Ke HE IMOILEBEJIUIICS.
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— Hwuuero, — HakKOHeIl OTBETWJI OH, M €r0 roJIOC MPO3BYYaJ POBHO, CIIMIIKOM CHOKOWHO,
CJIOBHO OH OTKJIIOUMJI Bce amoruu. — [IpocTo... Betep.

Mapu no€xunace, XoTsi B KoMHate Obu1o Teruio. OHa 4yBCTBOBAIA, YTO OH BPET, HO HE TIOHU-
MaJia, moyemy. E€ B3rIs cHOBa yrmajl Ha Kaveid, U BAPYT OHA 3aMeTHJIa, YTO OHH TepecTaiv JBH-
ratbcs. Pe3ko, kak mo koMaHjie, 3aMepiii Ha MTHOBEHME. A 3aTeM CHOBA HaYaJll pacKauyuBaThCs —
HO TeTiephb YKe B TAKT YeMY-TO HEBUUMOMY, CJIOBHO KTO-TO YITPABJISUT UMM U3 TCHU.

OHa MouyyBCTBOBaJa, KaK XOJIOIOK IMPOOEsKall MO CITUHE, ¥ BOJIOCH HA 3aTHUTKE BCTAIU JBIOOM.
Ei1 crano crpamHo. OHa He MOHKMMAJIA, YTO TIPOUCXOUT, HO e€ TeJI0 pearupoBajio caMo — cepiiie
3a0MI0Ch OBICTpee, AbIXaHue COWIOCh, JTaqoHu BeroTean. OHa XOoTena OTOMTH OT OKHA, HO HOTU
CJIOBHO TIPUPOCIIU K TIONTY, KaK B IypHOM CHE, KOT/1a OekKHIITh, & 3eMJISl YXOAUT U3-TI0]] HOT.

— Mapwu, — ckazan Asiekc, He 000paunBasiCh, U €ro TOJI0C MPO3BYYAIT TIIYyXO0, MTOUTH Oe3KU3-
HEHHO, — TeOe HyKHO yexarh. Kak MOXHO ckopee.

— 3auem? — BHIJABUJIA OHA, C TPYAOM pa3JieluB I'yObl, YyYBCTBYs, KaK TOPJIO MePeCcoXio.

— IMoTromMy uTO TO, YTO THI CEYAC BUAMIIH, — ITO TOJBKO HAYAIO.

ITo nmopore, paspesast THIIMHY, Mpoexaja MapHIpyTKa. BomibIon kENThIid aBTOOYC, BHYTPH
KOTOPOTO CHJIEJH JIIOAW, TIPOMYAJICS MUMO IUIOIAIKMA Ha OOJBIIONW CKOPOCTH, MOAHUMAST 00JIaKO
6L, JIMIIh Ha MUT OH CKPBUT BeJIbMY OT AJIEKCa, 3aKpbIB €€ (hUrypy cBoen xese3Hou crenoi. Korga
ke aBToOyC Ipoexall, KeHIIMHa ucuesna. Kayemn Oosnbliie He MIeBEIMINCh, 3aCThIB B HEMOIBIKHO-
CTH, KaK 6yIITO HUKOI'Ja U HE ABUT'AJINCH.

AJleKkc pe3Ko TOBEpHYJICS U OTOIIEN OT OKHA, €ro JIMIO ObUIO OJieIHBIM, Ha JIOY BBHICTYITHIIA
ucrapyHa. Mapu TpoBOWJIa €ro B3IVISIIOM, YyBCTBYS, KaK BHYTPH BCE CKMMaeTCsl, 3aTeM CHOBa
MOCMOTpeJia Ha TUIOLIAJIKY.

Kauenu 3amepnu. CoceM.

Mapu BbIIOXHYJIA, YYBCTBYS, KaK Halpsi’KeHUE MEJICHHO OTITyCKaeT €€, HO BHYTPU OCTaJIOCh
CTpaHHOE, JIUMKOe OecrmoKoicTBO. OHA ITpoBeia Aposkalield pyKoU 1o BOJIOcaM M TIoKavasia TOJIOBO.
Ckazarsb, 4TO OHa MCITyrajaach, — He cka3arh Hu4yero. Ho Beib 310 He Morio ObITh ipaBaoi? Kavenu
HE MOIJIM JIBUTaThCsl caMu 1o cede. .. Tombko uTo 310 BCE ObLIO, a Tereph — HeT. OHa HaBepHSIKa
MPOCTO YyCTasa, Neperpenach, MepeBoJHOBaIach. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 3a MocieaHue JHM Mapu nepe-
JKHJIa CITMIIIKOM MHOTO CTpecca: aBapusi, OOJIbHUIIA, STOT CTPAaHHBINA NTAPeHb, YIPO3bl YBOJIbHEHUS. U
BCE, UTO el HY:)KHO, — TIPOCTO Jieub crath. Jla, onpeenéHHo, Jieub criaTh U 3a0BITh STOT KOIIMAp.

OHa BbIIIUIA U3 KOMHATBI, HO Ha MOPOre OCTAaHOBUJIACh U OMJIsSIHYJIach Ha AJiekca. Tot crosit y
OKHa, CKpPECTUB PyKH Ha TPyAH, U CMOTpPeJI BHU3, Ty/a, T/ie ObUIH IycThie Kauenu. [1o ero crimxe ObLI0
BUIHO, YTO OH HANPSIKEH JIO MpeJiesia — MBIIIIIBI TePeKaThIBAIMCH TIO]] TKAHBIO PYOAIK1, — HO TIpU
9TOM OH OBUI COBEpIlIeHHO HeroBrkeH. OH HU pa3y He TOIIEBEIUICS, CIOBHO XJaJI, YTO YTO-TO
npousorAeT. Mmu KTo-To nosiButcsi. Mapu xoTesia CipoCHUTb, He HYKHO JIM €My UTO-TO — BOJIbI, Yasl,
MPOCTO TIOrOBOPUTH, — HO NepeayMaiia. YTo-To B ero nose roBopujio ei: He Hajio. He ceituac.

OHa BbIIIUIA, TUXO MPUKPBIB 32 COOOM ABEPb, U TIPUCITIOHMIIACH K CTEHE B KOPUAOPE.

B kopumope oHa OCTaHOBWJIACK, TIPUIKAJIA JTAJJOHb K TPY/IU, IyBCTBYS, KaKk OeIeHO KOJOTUTCS
cepiie, ¥ HECKOJIbKO pa3 MIyOOKO B3/IOXHYJIA, MBITAsICh YCITOKOUThCA. CTpax He mpoxoaut. OH ImyJib-
CUPOBAJI IJIe-TO BHYTPHU, KaK 3aHO3a, KOTOPYIO HEBO3MOKHO BHITAIIUTL. OHA 4yBCTBOBAJIA, UTO YTO-TO
HE TaK, HO HE MOIJIa IIOHATh, YTO UMeHHO. Kauenu, ero JINIo, ero CHOKOMHBIHN, CIIMIITKOM CHOKOMHBIHN
rosioc... Bc€ 310 He ckilapIBaIoch B €MHYIO KapTUHY, KaK Ma3j, B KOTOPOM HE XBaTayio TJIaBHOTO
Kycka. OHa mokauasa rojoBoi, OTTOHSISI HaBaXJEHUE, U HallPaBWIaCh B CBOI0O KOMHATY, HO BHYTPU
OCTaJIOCh HEMTPUATHOE, JIMIKOE YYBCTBO, KOTOPOE HE OTIYCKAJIO €€ JI0 CaMOro Beuepa, BOpoyasich B
IPyy TEMHOMN TPEBOTOMA.
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Agnekc ocrazcs crosTh y okHa. OH He lyMasl HU O YEM KOHKPETHOM — OH IIPOCTO CMOTpE
BHU3, Ha IUIOIAJKY, TJie Kadeau OoJjbllle He JBUTaIuch. Ero npixanue ObUIO POBHBIM, HO BHYTPU
BcE kumeso. OH 3Ha: oHa Bcé eni€ Tam. [Ipocto xaer. [Ipocto Habmonaer. CKaiuTcs B TEMHOTE,
HaCIaXAasch ero crpaxom. U B crieqyiomuil pa3 oHa NOSIBUTCS ONMIKe.

Ero pyka B mepuaTke cxajiach B KyJaK TaK CUJIBHO, UTO MOOENENN KOCTSIIKH, U OH IIOYYBCTBO-
BaJI, KaK CTapble IIPaMBbl ITO]] TKAHBIO HATSHYJIUCh, HATIOMUHAS O TOM, KeM OH ObUT ¥ KeM ctaJl. OH He
MOT TTO3BOJIMTh €1 BOUTHU B 9TOT MUP. He MOT Mo3BONMTE e KOCHYThcsl Mapu. D10 Oblia ero BoiHa,
Y OH JIOJDKEH OBbLT BBIMTPATh €€ — WM YMEPETh, MBITasACh.
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I'maBa 6

— Ilpuser.

Autexc ocraHoBwiics. [lapeHb CXUMall B pykax y4eOHMK — CTapylo, MOTPENaHHYI0 KHUTY C
TMOXKEJITEBIIUMH CTPAHUIIAMH, KOTOPYIO OH JIep:Kal TaK, CJIOBHO OHA MOTJIa 3allIUTUTh €r0 OT MHUpA.
OH no-nipesxHeMy ObUT B CBOMX CTPAHHBIX UEPHBIX TMepUaTKax, IVIOTHO OOTATUBAIONIMX TaJIbIIbI, U
Merru 3aMeTHIa, Kak ero OOJBIION Majiell Ha MTHOBEHHUE CKaJICsl Ha KOpeIlKe, KOraa OHa OKJIMKHYJIa
ero. Ero Bosiock BCE Tak ke CBHCAIU HUKE TUIeY — TYCThIe, HETIOCTYIIHbIE, C JIETKIUM OECITOPSIIKOM,
KOTOPBIN IIENT eMy Kyjia OoJibllie, YyeM JIioOasi akKypaTHast cTpyxka. M moyemy-to Merru 3to Ka3za-
JIoch 3a0aBHBIM. PaHbllle OHa HUKOT/IAa Obl He TIOCMOTpEJIa Ha TIapHSI C TaKOW HEPSIIUIMBOW MTPUYEC-
koil. Kak-To K Hel moaxous1 3HAKOMUTBCS I0HOIIIA, Y KOTOPOTO BOJIOCHI €/1Ba JIOXOMIIU JI0 TUIeY, HO
Merru otdyTOOMMIa €70 — TaKue MPUYECKU BCETa ACCOIMUPOBAIIICH Y HEE C IEBYIIKAMHU, C YEM-TO
CJIAIaBBIM M HecepbE3HbIM. U BOT Terepb Merru HpaBICs MapeHb CO CTPUKKOM a-Jist Oe3I0MHBII.
3ameyaresnbHo.

AJtekc He crietiia 0OepHyJIcs 1 ocMoTpes Ha Merru. Dtu mia3a! JleBymika crosijia v cMoTpena,
TMIOJIHOCTBIO YTOHYB B (DMOJIETOBBIX OMYyTaX, KOTOpBIE, Ka3aJI0Ch, BTATMBAM €€ B ceOsl, JIUIIast BOJIH.
Oma crplana, Kak ryjiko CTy4uT e€ cepiile, Kak re-To JajieKo, 32 9TUM KOKOHOM, ITPOXOAST yye-
HUKHU, CMEIOTCSI, IEPEroBapuBaIOTCs, HO BCE 3BYKH JOHOCHIUCH CJIOBHO CKBO3b TOJIIILY BOJIBI.

— Ipuser, — yneiOHyCs OoH. Ero yipiOka Obula caMbIM MpeKpacHbIM, uTo Merru Bujena
B CBOEH JKW3HU — TEIUIOW, HO C JIETKOH TEHBIO TPYCTH, CJIOBHO OH YJIBIOAJICSI, HECMOTPSI Ha UTO-
TO, UYTO JIeXkaso ITyOoKo BHYTpH. [leByika moiMasia cebst Ha MBIC/IH, YTO FOTOBA JIIOOOBATHCS €10
BCIO OCTaBIIYIOCS KU3Hb. M OHa Moruia czienarh st Ajiekca BC€, uTo Obl OH HU 3aX0TeNl — JII0OYI0
MIPUXOTh, JTIOOOH Karpus, TOJIBKO YTOOBI OH yibiOasics. Ho Belb 9T0 HEeHOpMaJIbHO !

— $1... — Hayvaja roBOpUTH AEBYIIKA, U CJIOBA 3aCTPsUIM B ropiie. MbIC/u MyTajuch y Heé
B TOJIOBE, KaK 3alyTaHHBII KJIyOOK, U OHAa HE MOIJIa HAalTU HU OJHOH MpaBuiibHOW HUTU. Kak u B
MPOIIUIBIA pa3, HUKOTO OOJIbIIe HEe CYIIeCTBOBAIO PsiioM. [IIKONBHUKY I MUMO HUX, TTPOXOIVIIH
y4uTesl, KTO-TO TOJKHYJ €€ TJIeYOM, HO OHa He MOYYBCTBOBAJA. DTOT MOTOK JIIOJE IBUTAJICS BCETO
B MeTpe OT HUX U OJHOBPEMEHHO TaK JaJIeKO, CIOBHO OHM HAXOAWIUCh B KOKOHE — TOJIKO OHU
BJIBOEM, M BECh MUP MepecTasl UMeTh 3HAYCHUE.

— Kak y 1e0s1 mena? — HakoHeIl cMOIJIa BbIIaBUTh U3 cebss Merru, u rojioc e€ mpo3Bydat
XPUILIO, TIOUTH KAJIKO.

«ocnodu, kakas e 6e30apras ppasza!»— Merru MbIcTIeHHO 3acToHana. OHa Obl MPUKpPbLUIA
I71a3a JIAIOHSIMU, eCJIi Obl ObJIa OJTHA, HO Ceyac OHa CTOsIIa Tiepe]] HUM, YyBCTBYSI, KaK IIEKHU 3aJTu-
BaeT pyMsiHEIl, U He MOIJIa ClIeJlaTh HUYEro, YTOOBI CTIACTH CUTYAIIUIO.

[TapeHb KUBHYJI, ¥ €0 YJIBIOKA CTajla YyTh IIHPE.

— Cnacu0o, Bc€ xoporuo. Y Te0s Kak?

— U y meHs1, — Merru notynuia B3I, paCCMaTPUBasi CBOU MaJIbIIbI, KOTOPbIE TepeOwIn
Kpail pykaBa. — MoskeT, nporyisiemcs cerogs? Iloroga ouenp xopoinasi, TEmasi.

«Hy mot u oypa! 3mo on dondicern mebds kyoa-mo 36amuv! On dondHCEH NPOSBGASIMb HACMOMU-
60CMb, a He mbl!»— OHA MBICIICHHO OTYMTHIBaJIa ce0sl, HO He MOIJIa OCTAHOBUThHCHI.

— [Ha, 610 681 Herutoxo. Toraa nmocie y4éopI? — ero rojoc ObLT POBHBIM, ITOYTH Oe3pa3iind-
HBbIM, HO Merru nouyaniioch B HEM 4TO-TO TEILUIOE.

— JIa, xoporo. — C aTiMu ciioBaMu Merru xotena pa3BepHyThCs U YIUTH, TOKa OH He YBUJE,
KaK OHa KpacHeeT, HO He cMmoria. Horu coBHO MpUpociu K Mojy, ¥ OHa MIPOCTO CTOsLIa, TSI Ha
HEro.

3ato cMor oH! AJIeKC TPOCTO B3sUI U YIIEN, OCTABUB €€ CTOSITh B KOPUAOPE C BBITAPALICHHBIMU
I71a3aMH U OTKPBITBIM pToM. Ero maru Obii OECIIyMHBIMH, M OH MCYE3 332 MOBOPOTOM, Jake He
0OEpHYBIIVCh.
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«Hnmepecro, on yoce 3a0vin my nycmyro 6a0HOuHKY? Haoerocb, umo O0a»,— MEJbKHYJIO B
rojioBe y Merru, Korja oHa CMOTpeJia Ha ero yIaJISIoNyocs CIIUHY, YyBCTBYSI, KaK BHYTPU 3aKUTIAET
CMECh Pa30vapOBaHMs U CTPAHHOTO, TIOYTH OOJIE3HEHHOTO BJICUSHUSI.

CoM™ Bujie, 4To OHU MIJIO OecenyloT. Bunen, kak Merru ynbidaeTcss — TOW caMoi yJIbIOKOWH,
KOTOPYIO OHa HUKOTJA He Japwia emy. M B3rIsa, KOTOpsIM OHA HArpajuiia 3TOro yomonka, HH C
YeM He CITyTaTh: B HEM Oblia Ta ITyOMHA, TO TeIuio, KoTopoe C3M Tak OTYasHHO TIHITAJICS 3aBOEBaTh
mecsiiamu. OH BUjieN, Kak M3rru CMOTPUT Ha 3TOro AJieKkca, Kak e€ Iy1a3a CUsIioT, 1 3To pBajio Cama
V3HYTPH, Pa3IUpasIo Ha KYCKH, OCTaBJIsIsl TOJIBKO MYCTOTY U SIPOCTb.

[MapeHb Cxkasl KyJIaKu C TaKOW CHJIOH, YTO MOOeeM KOCTSIIKY, U HOI'TH BIWJIKMCh B JIQJIOHHU,
OCTaBJIsAsI KpacHble TomyMecsiibl. COM He IyBCTBOBAJI OO — TOJIBKO OTOHb, KOTOPBIN pa3ropasicst

B IPYyAH.
B takom GemenctBe CaM 1aBHEHBKO He ObLT. DTOT yOMOIOK TOJIBKO MOSIBUJICS, & YKE CTOJBKO
n3-3a Hero npooieM! OH OTHsUT y Hero Oer — ero Oer, KotopbiM CaM ropauics ¢ JeTCTBa, — U

Terepb MBITAJICA OTHSATH €r0 JIEBYIIKY.

Cnopr 6su1 gt Coama Bcem. C paHHEro JIETCTBa OH XOJAMJI B CEKIIMIO, U TPEHEPHl MPOUMIIH
emy Besmkoe Oyayiiee. OH ObUT OTMEHHBIM OOKMIIOM, HO UMEHHO Oer ObLT JIJIs1 HeTO CaMbIM BaKHBIM
Ha CBETe — TEM, YTO JIaBaJIo eMy OLIyIeHue KOHTPOJIs, BJIaCTU HaJ coOoi. BepHee, OH Tak aymar
1o nosieiienuss Merru. A tenepb e€ B3MIsA ObLT MPUKOBAH K APYrOMY, M 3TO OBLIO XyXe JI0O0ro
MOpaXeHUsI Ha JOPOXKKE.

«He evttioem!»

Yomonok pa3BepHyJIcs U MOMIEN B ero ctopoHy. OmimuHo. CaM cripsATasicsi 3a TOBOPOTOM, U3-
3a yIj1a KOTOpOTro BCE 3TO BpeMsl BBITJISIIbIBA, IIPUKUMAsICh CITUHOM K XOJIOHOM CTEHE, U CTaJl K/1aTh,
YyBCTBYS, KaK CepIilie KOJIOTUTCS T/Ie-TO B TOpJIe.

Bckope nmapeHb NOSIBUIICS] — €ro JUTMHHbIE YEPHBIE BOIOCH KAYHYJIUCH, KOT/IA OH TMOBEPHYJI 32
yron. Korna on nopasasuicst ¢ CaMoM, TOT pBaHy/I BIEPER U MPUKAI €ro IJIeYOM K CTEeHe, C CHIION
BJIABJIUBAS B IITYKATypPKY.

— HagepHoe, Tebe 310 HpaBUTCS1, OECUTH MeHs1 ? — 3aIluIie]] OH HOBEHBKOMY Ha YXO, UyBCTBYS,
KaK ero JibixaHue cOuBaeTcst OT ApocTh. — Bc€ y Tebst xopolro, Masibii?

Yo6nonok He Moprasi CMOTpeJl eMy B IJ1a3a — (PUOJIETOBbIE, XONOAHbIE, O€3 eAMHON SMOIIUH.
Ort storo B3mssaa Cam B3Oecuiics eme Oompiie. OH kIal cTpaxa, KIall, 4To TOT IMEHOK 3aPOXKHT,
HAYHET ONPAB/IBIBATHCS WM YMOJIATH O nommaae. Ho BMecTo 3Toro oH cMOTpest ¢ KAKMM-TO CHUCXOK-
JeHUEeM, C JIETKOM, MIOYTH HaCMEIIUTMBOM YXMBUIKON Ha rydax. CioBHO CaM ObUT JJT HETO HE yIpo-
300, @ IPOCTO HA30MJIMBbIM HACEKOMBIM.

— Yro-TO He Tak? — CHpPOCKJT HOBEHBKUI, U €r0 rojioc ObLT CIOKOMHBIM, POBHBIM, CJIOBHO
HUYEro He nmpoucxoausio. OH Jaxe He MbITAJICsS BIPBAThCS, TPOCTO CTOST M CMOTPEJI, ¥ 9TO CIIOKOM-
CTBHUE OBLJIO CTpaIllHee 000 arpecCHu.

Kt0-TO c3am cxBarmi Cama 3a I71e40, MBITasiCh OTTAIUTh, HO TOT C CHJION JIATHYJ Hala/1aio-
1mero JOKTéM. KTo-To oxHyI, ochbImancs cAaBieHHbId BCKPUK, HO CaMy ObLIO BCE paBHO — MUP
CY3HWJICSI IO 9TOTO JIMIIA, A0 STHX I71a3, KOTOPbIE CMOTPEIN Ha HETO C JIASHBIM CITIOKOMCTBUEM.

— Emgé pa3 s yBuky 1e0s1 ¢ Merru, — npolenTtai OH Ha yXO YOIIOAKY, YyBCTBYS, KaK €ro
rOJIOC JPOKUT OT €/IBa CACPKUBAEMOM 371006, — ObITh Oene. OHa Mos JieByIiKa. Thl MEHs TOHS,
Mautbin? KMBHU, eciiv MoHsLI.

WX rnaza Berpermimck. M onruid Myr ABa mapHsi CMOTpPEJIM U3ydalole Ipyr Ha apyra — Cam
MIBITAJICS. HAWTH B HEM CTpax, a AJIeKC, Ka3ajoch, IPOCTO K AaJ, KOTJa 3aKOHUUTCS STOT CIIEKTAKJIb.
3areM HOBEHbKHI ME/IJICHHO KUBHYJI TOJIOBOY U CJIETKA YABIOHYJICS OMHUMM I'yOaMu — TOW caMou
yIBIOKOM, KoTopas 3actaBmia CaMa CTUCHYTH 3yObl IO CKpekKeTa.
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— Cnacu6o 3a noHnManue, — C3M BBIIYCTHJI €r0 U pa3BepHYJICS, YyBCTBYS, KaK BHYTPH BCE
KHITHT.

3a HUM cTosuT yuutesb lyap v T€p 0ok, Mopimack ot 6omu. Ero nuio 610 OsieIHBIM, TYOBI
noykatel. CaM B3JOXHYJI, YyBCTBYS, KaK pa3paxeHue MepeKpbiBaeT daxe SpOoCTh.

— Yero BaM HY)XHO? — CHPOCHJI OH pa3ipak€HHO.

— Csm Bygn, b ynapumu MeHst! $1 cooOmy Bammm pogutesnsm! — rosoc [lyapa aposkait, HO
B HEM 3BYyYasia HerojeIbHasi oousa.

— WzBunnre, Muctep [yap, — Cam yabIOHYJICS CBOEH caMOi 00asATeIbHOM YABIOKOM, CTapasich
yOparh 13 rojioca MetaJuinyeckue HoTKu. — He xoten. Ho ecnu BBl ckakeTe mare, OH pacCTPOUTCS.
Mpl Beib HE XOTUM 3TOTrO, IpaBaa?

Hyap nomkas ryosl 1 yMUasicsi Ipoub, 00pMoYa U4TO-TO O HAIJIOCTH COBPEMEHHBIX JIETEH, O TOM,
KaK OH YCTaJl OT 9TOr0 XaMa, ¥ O TOM, 4TO 0OsI3aTEJIbHO HAIUINIET 3asiBJICHUE.

Korga Cam oGepHyJicsi MOCMOTPETh Ha YOIOAKA, TOTO YXe U CJe/l IPOCThLT — UCYe3, pacTBO-
pusics B KOPUIOpE, KaK TeHb.

«Coexcan, mpyc»,— nogyman CaoM, HO BHYTPH III€BEJIbHYJICSI HEMIPUATHBINA X00A0K. OH He
ObLT yBepeH, 4To 310 Obl1 cTpax. CKopee, 4To-TO JIpyroe — TO, YTO OH He MOT OOBSICHUTh, HO UTO
3aCTaBJISIIO €r0 KOXY TOKPhIBATHCS My pAIIKaMH.

OH weén psagom c Heil. Hakonen-To!

Kazamocs, Oynro Merru skiana 3TOro MOMEHTa LIENYI0 BEYHOCTb, XOTSI IPOIUIO BCEro
HECKOJIBKO YacoOB. YPOKM TSHY/IUCh HEBBIHOCHMMO JOJIIO — OHAa CMOTpEJia Ha 4Yachl KaxAble ISTh
MUHYT, HE CJIbIIlIAJIa YYUTeNIel, He BUJIeJIa 3a1uceil B TeTpaau. M1 BOT HaKoHell, KOrjia OHU 3aKOHYM-
JIUCh, HACTAJIO BpeMsl JOJITOkAaHHON BeTpeud. OHa Halula ero y BbIXO/a, U OHM IOLUIM PSJIOM, U
MHP BOKPYT IIEpecTa CyIIeCTBOBaTb.

— Hy u kak tebe ypok ¢punococdun y Jlbcbepa? — crpocuia ero Merru, crapasicb, 4TOObI
roJIOC 3By4Yasl HEMPHUHYKIEHHO, XOTs BHYTPU BCE Tpernerano. Briepeele B CBOEW KMU3HU OHa Oblia
BBIHYKJIcHA HaunHaTh Oeceny. [leppoii! I'me BooOIe Takoe BUJAHO.

— OueHb 3aHATHO, OIHAKO KaK-TO CTPAHHO OBLIO CIIBIIIATh TaKoe Mpo MakuaBesuii, — OTBe-
THJT AJIEKC, U €T0 ToJIoC ObLT 33/fyMUYHBbIM, CJIOBHO OH NEPeKEBbIBAT IIPOYUTAHHOE U TENEePb JEIHICS
MBICJISIMU.

— Ha? Yro umenHo? — Merru n3o0pa3uia 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTb, XOTSl HA CAMOM Jielie He
MIOMHUJIA HU CJIOBA U3 JIEKLUH.

— Hy, BoT cMOTpHM, — Haydas roBoputh AJIEKC, U €T0 I71a3a 4yTh OKUBWINCH, — MaKkuasesim
CUMTAaJI, YTO MPABUTENb JOJIKEH OpaTh OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a TO, YTO OH coBepiiaeT. [lo ¢axTy, mpa-
BUTEJIb JIOJKEH CTaTh TUPAHOM M MOIYMHUTD ceOe CBOH ke Hapo[| B MIEPHOI CMYTHI.

— Hy, a10 1 roBopui ceroans JIbcbep, — noxana rieyamu Merru.

— [la, HO BeJib, eciiu MOAYMaTh, ITOT IPABUTEb 3aXBaThIBAET BJIACTh. JorycTM, UIET BOMHA.
OH oTmeTaeT Apyrux KaHJUJaTOB U COOCTBEHHOPYYHO 3aXBaThIBaeT BIACTh. BO3MOXHO, ycTpanBaer
NepeBOpoT. BbIHYKIaeT CBOMX MONIAHHBIX OOSITHCS €r0, CYUTAS], YTO TOJIBKO CUJIOM MOXKHO JOCTHT -
HYTb [1PaBOY LIEJIH.

— He nonumaio, Kk 4eMy Thl KJIOHUIIIb, — TPU3HATACh Merru, 4yBCTBYs cebsi HEMHOTO TJIYTIO.

AJekc 3ayMaics, ¥ Ha ero JIMLE MOsIBUJIOCH TO K€ BbIpaKEHUE — COCPEJOTOYEHHOE, OUTH
revaabHoe. 3aTeM OH MPOAOJIKII:

— Tonbko k ToMy, uT0o MakuaBe/uli B CBOMX Tpy/axX HUTAE HE YIIOMUHAJI, YTO JIeJaTh M0Ce
TOTO, KaK, CKakeM, BOMHa ModexieHa, Hapog cBoOozieH. Ho He cBoOO/IeH OT rHETa CBOETO MTPaBUTES.
He Haxonuiiip, 4To Kakasi-To OQHOCTOPOHHSS cUTyalus BbixoauT? IlpaBuTtens cnacaet Hapof, HO Ipy
3TOM CaM K€ U CTAHOBUTCS €r0 yrHeTaTesIeM 110CjIe TOTro, Kak CIIPaBUJICS CO CBOEW 3aJayeil.
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— XM™. Tbl KJIOHUIIIb K TOMY, YTO MPABUTENb ITOT MOKET... — MEITH MonbITalach YJIOBUTh
HUTbH €r0 MBICIIH.

— Jla, MOkeT OKa3aThCs XY/IIIUM 3JI0M, YeM TO 3JI0, KaKOe MOIJIO Obl OOPYIIUTHCS HA HAPO,
— moapIToxmI Ajeke. Ero ronoc cran tuiie, oYty 3aroBOPIIUIKUM. — A 4TO, ecii Obl He ObLIO
sToro mpasutensa? Yro, ecau 3710, OT KOTOPOTO OH TaK IMBITAJICS CIIACTH JIOJCH, BOBCE U HE 3710 TIO
cBoel cymnHocTH. Kak cunraenis?

Merru 3ajiymMasnach, 9yBCTBYs, KaK €ro CJIOBa OT3BIBAIOTCS B HEW YeM-TO 3HAKOMBIM, HO HEYJIO-
BHMBIM.

— Pemiaer Touka 3peHUs, — cKazajia OHa MeJICHHO, TIPUMepsIsi MbICITb. — J1JIsl IpaBUTeNS
ero MOCTYITKM C er0 TOYKH 3peHust OymyT noopom. Hy a ¢ Touku 3peHust BparoB — uX IMyTh U €CTh
no6po. IIpaB TOT, KTO cunTaeT ceOs MPaBbIM.

— Nmenno! — B m1a3zax Ajiekca MeJIbKHY/Ia UCKpa 0f0OpeHus], 1 Merru ouyBCTBOBaJIa, Kak
TEIJIO pa3IMBaeTCs B IpyIu. — BOT 1 BBIXOAMT, UTO MOCJIE TOTO, KaK JeJI0 CeIaHO, TIPABUTEb JIOJI-
kel yitu. Ho 06s13aTeibHO JOKEH YUTH 10 10OpO# Bojie, YTOOBI HApoj] IOYYBCTBOBAT M30aBJICHHE.

— Kak 310 BCE CMIITKOM CJI0KHO, — YJIBIOHYIach Merru, 9yBCTBYs, UTO TOJIOBA UJIET KPYTOM.
— UYro OBl OH OCTaBWII TIOCIIE ceOsl MPUeMHUKA?

— Her, — mokauan roioBoit AJjiekc, ¥ ero Y€pHbIe BOJIOCH KAYHYJIUCh B TAKT JBMIKCHUIO. —
[Mocte Toro, KaKk OH crac HapojI, OH JOJIKEH YUTH TIOJIHOCTHIO, TEM CaMbIM JaB HAPOIYy IIPaBO BBIOOPA
HOBOTO BOKaka. [leMokpaTus.

— B 3TOM ecTb KaKoi-TO CMBICHI, — CKa3aia Merru, XoTsl Ha caMOM JieJie OHa JyMaJjia COBCEM
O JIPyroM — O TOM, KaK €ro Tojioc JlacKaeT CIyX, O TOM, KaK OH KECTUKYJIUPYET, KOrjia TOBOPHUT O
YEM-TO Ba)KHOM.

— Jla, — AJiekc 3aMomyain M MocMOTpeN BIEPENd, TyJa, TA€ CKBO3b JIEPEBbSI YKE BUHEICS
napk. — 3Haelllb, KorJa Thl ObUT B MUPE, T7Ie MPABIJI Xa0C, MIOHMMAEIIh, YTO BJIACTh M CBOOOIA — 3TO
HE MPOCTO cJIoBa. DTO BbIOOP. — OH B3JOXHYII, ¥ BAPYT €r0 JIUIO OCBETUIIOCH YIBIOKOW. — XBaTHUT
dunocodun. IaBait 0 4EM-HUOYIH TPOCTOM.

OHM BOIILIA B MapK Kak pa3 TOraa, KOorjaa COJMHIIE ykKe HAYalo CIyCKAaThCsl K TOPU3OHTY, OKpa-
mmBasg HeOO B TEIUIBIE 30JI0THCTO-OpaHXkeBble TOHA. CBET MPOOMBAJICSA CKBO3b COCHOBBIE KPOHBI,
Urpasi Ha MIIUCTBIX CTBOJIAX U CyXOU TpaBe, peBpaiias OObIYHYIO TPOIMHKY B CKa309YHBINA KOPUIOP.
Bosayx nmax xBoe, pa3orperou 3a ji€Hb KOpOW U JIETKOW BJIaroy, KOTopasi MOAHUMANACh OT 3€MJIM.
I'ne-To Boasieke ciblmasncs AETCKU CMeX W ITUYUI TOMOH, a JIETKUI BeTep IIeBeJINII JIUCTBY, CO3/a-
Basi TUXV, YCTIOKAUBAOIINI IITyM. MerT BAPYT 3aMeTHIIa, YTO 37IeCh HEOOBIYHO TUXO — HE TaK, Kak
B TOpOJIe C €ro BEYHOH CyeToM, a TI0-0COOSHHOMY CIOKOWHO. OHa NoYTH (pU3NYeCKU YyBCTBOBAJIA,
KaK HanpspkeHWe OTITyCKaeT e€, KOrja OHM WYT IO TOW TporuHKe psijioM. Eil ka3anock, 9To 3TOT
MOMEHT — CaMBblIii TTPaBUJIBHBIN B €€ )KWU3HHU, M OHA XOTeJIa MPOJIMThL €ro HaBCer/a.

OHa HeBOJILHO 3aMeJIJTHIIa TTIar, pa3misabiBas AepeBbs. ConmHeuHble OJIMKYU TAHIICBAIU Ha CTBO-
JIaxX COCEH, U B 9TOM CBETe JieC Ka3aJICs TIOUTH BOJIICOHBIM, COIIEAIINM CO CTPAHUII CTAPhIX CKa30K,
KOTOpBIE OHA unTaia B geTcTBe. Ho Merru BIpyr 3aMeTu/Ia HeuTO CTpaHHOE — B HECKOJIBKUX MeT-
pax OT TPOITMHKH, CPE/I TYCTOrO MAaropOTHUKA, OJJHA BeTKa OblTa ciiomaHa. CBexuii m3JIoM Oeren Ha
TEMHOH KOpe, CIIOBHO KTO-TO HEJJABHO MPOIIEN TaM, XOTsI TPOIIBI TaM He ObLJI0, & KYCThI ObLITH CJTHII-
KOM TYCTBIMHU ISl CITyYaiiHOTO TTPOX0kero. Merrn HaxMypuiiach, HO He CTajla OCTaHABJIMBATLCS —
el IMoKa3ajoch, 4YTO OHA MPOCTO MPHUIyMasa 3TO, YTO CTpax M TPEeBOra, HaKOIIEHHBIE 3a IMOCIIeTHIE
JHU, UCKAXKAIOT PeabHOCTb.

ConHile caguioch BCE HUKE, TSHU CTAHOBWIIMCH JJIMHHEE U TYIIe, BHITIONI3asd U3-TI0]] IEPEBbEB
1 00BOJIAKMBAsl TPONMHKY. Bo3myx Havyan xosnonars, 1 Merru noéxuiaach — He TO YTOOBI il ObLIO
XOJIOJTHO, CKOpee OHA MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK YTO-TO M3MEHUJIOCHh BOKPYT. Jlec mepectan Ka3aThCs cKa-
3049HbIM. Tenepb OH BBIIVISA/ICT TEMHBIM, TAMHCTBEHHBIM, CTYIIAIOIIMMCS — CJIOBHO CaMU JIEPeBbsI
CMBIKQJIMCh HAJl MX TOJIOBAMHM, OTpe3asi MyTh Ha3aJl.
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Merru peniko ObiBasia B TOM MapKe, MPeAroYnTasi IPOryJKU B IPYTUX, Oosee JIIOAHBIX MECTax.
Ho ona ouens xotena nokasarb AJIEKCy TOpOJ — €ro YIOTHbIE YIIOUKH, CTapble 31aHUs1, TAXUE CKBEPBI
— ¥ HavaJla IMEHHO C TapKa, pelyB, YTO TO Oy/IeT JIydllee HayaIo.

— Kak tebe Bu? — crnpocuia oHa, TIOKa3biBasi pyKoW Ha HeOoJIbIive Kahellky B BU/Ie Iajia-
111eH, KOTOpble BUHENUCH BAajeke. — Y Hac OOBIYHBINA TOpoj, TYT Masio Jioaeil. Ho ects u npues-
1€, KOHEUHO.

— V Bac ouenb KpacuBbiil ropon. Tako# kuBoi. W moau npuBeTMBbie, OCOOEHHO B BallleM
KJlacce, — AJeKce yabIOHyIcs, 1 MerTH Mokasasaoch, 4To ero ylIblOKa CTana 4yTh Teriee.

— Jla, y Hac HeIUIOXOH KJ1acc, — COIJIachilach OHa, YyYBCTBYSI, KaK e€ cepyiie ObETCs Jarie.

— Kcrarn, y Te0s1 Bpojie Kak ecTh MOJIOZION YesIOBeK . .. — AJIEKC IPOU3HEC 3TO HEOPEIKHO, HO
Merru Nov4yBCTBOBANA, KAK BHYTPU BCE 000PBAJIOCh.

«O0 nem! Toavko He s3mo! On umo-mo emy ckazaan...»

— AJIeKc, 3TO He MpaB/a, — OHA IMOKPACHENA, YYBCTBYS, KaK IIEKU 3aIMBAET :kapoM. — Bep-
Hee, nonynpasaa. OH. .. ObUI, U MBI PaCCTaJIUCh.

OH noxaJt 1mae4amMu, ¥ ero JIMIO OCTaJIoCch OECCTPacTHBIM, HO Merru nokasasnaock, YTo B €ro
I71a3ax MeJIbKHY/Ia TeHb MHTEpeca.

— A oH 3Haet 00 3ToM?

«Hy mouno umo-mo ckazan!»— MBICIEHHO 3acTOHAJIa Merru.

— 41 roBopuita emy! Mbl pa3onuice, ¥ Ha 3TOM BCE! — OHa MOYTU BBHIKPUKHYJIA 3TU CJIOBA,
3areM B3siia cebs B pyku. — «H 8oobue, nouemy s onpagovisarocs nepeo num? Kmo on mne 6ooouie,
oa si...» — IlpaBna! IloBeph MHe! — 3aKOHUYMIIA OHA yXe OoJiee CIIOKOIHO, TIsIs eMy B IJ1a3a.

AJekc cHOBa NOXaJ IJIeYaMH U MIOJMUTHYJI €l — KOPOTKO, MOYTH HeyJI0BUMO. B ero rmazax
OTpaXKaJICsl CBET 3aKaTa, Jejast MX MOXOKUMH Ha pa3OuToe CTEKIIo, IepeuBaloleecs (pruoaeToBbIMU
1 30JI0TBIMU UCKPaAMHU.

«[loxcanyiicma, nosepo mne!»

— AJIeKc. .. — HavaJla OHa, He 3Hasi, YTO CKa3aTh JaJbllle.

— JlaBaii cMEHUM TeMy, — YJIBIOHYJICS OH, CJIOBHO YyBCTBYS €€ 3aMelaTeibcTBo. — EcThb
y Te0st Opatbsi, CEcTpbl?

— Her, — oOpaoBasiack Tako mepemeHe Merru, Bbgpxas ¢ oonerdyennemM. — $1 ogHa B
cembe. A...y TeOs?

Tonbko ceityac Merru noHsijia, 4To BOOOIIe He 3HaeT 0 HEM Hudero. Hu roe oH poausics, HU
€CTb JIU Y HETO POJHBIE.

— 4... — AJekc 3arHyJIcs, ¥ ero rojioc CTaj IJIylle, CIOBHO OH HATKHYJICS Ha 4TO-TO O0Jie3-
HeHHoe. — {1 onuH. Ho y MeHs ecTb orell.

— Bor kak? Tbl ¢ HuM niepeexan? 1 BooOitie, riie Thl OCTAHOBHUIICS 7 — CIIPOCHJIA OHA, CTapasiCh
HE Ha/IaBJIMBATh, HO JIIOOOBITCTBO OpPaJio BEpX.

— Her, a npuexan onqus. OcraHoBuiics y... y Térymku Mapu ['epran.

«Ox, uépm!»

Beixogut, on miiemMmssHHUK ['phiM3bl! Merru crana JUXopagoyHO BCIOMUHATH, He OCKOpOIIsiia
JI OHA €€ B MPUCYTCTBUU AJieKca. MBICTIM OTKa3bIBAIMCh CITYIIATHCSI, HO Bpojie HeT. .. OHa crapajiach
JepkaTth S3bIK 3a 3y0aMu, Korga Mapu Oblia psiioM.

— OueHb Xopormas keHimHa! — MerTH cIoXuiIa pyKy 3a CIIMHOM U BbIaBUJIa U3 ceOsl caMyio
MCKPEHHIO yIbIOKy. — Takas moOpasi! A omeBaeTcst Kak. .. MOJHO!

AJekc rovecat 3aTbUIOK, U €ro TYObl IPOTHYJIM B YCMEIIIKE.

— Hy, mHe ka3ayiocs, 4TO OHa He ymeeT ofeBaTbcs. Ho pa3 Tl roBopuilib Tak, TO, HABEPHOE,
tebOe BuaHee. OX yxk 3Ta Moja.

«Bom uépm! Cnosa npomax!»— Merru nouyBCcTBOBaja, Kak €€ IEKU BCIBIXUBAIOT EIE CUJTb-
Hee. OHa permia, 4To Mopa CMEHUTh TEMY, ¥ BHIOpaJia TO, YTO MYYMJIO €€ C TIEPBOM BCTPEUH.
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— AJleKc, — HayaJia OHa, CTapasiCh, YTOOBI FOJIOC 3BYYaJl POBHO, — CKaKH, [IOUEMY ThI XO/IUIIIb
B IlepyaTkax?

OH orycTUI B3I ¥ TIOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOM PYKU — Ha YEPHYIO KOXY, KOTOpast TUIOTHO 00T~
I'MBaJia MaJIbIBI, CKPBIBAs TO, YTO ObLIO oM Hel. Ero mieun 4yTh HaNpATIINCh.

— IIpocto Got10Ch, MOaK HE IOUMYT MEHSI, €CJIM YBUMAST. . .

— UYro yBuaAT? — THXO cripocuiia Merru, 4yBCTBYS, Kak BHYTPHY 3aKUIIAET JTIOOOMBITCTBO.

— IIpambl. — OH NOIHSJI TOJIOBY ¥ IOCMOTpEJT Ha HE€, U B €ro (pHOJIeTOBBIX I71a3aX MEIbKHYJIA
Takasi IryooKas, ipeBHsis1 00k, uTo Merru Ha MrHOBEeHHe 3a0bijia, KaK JIbIaTh. — OHU HAOMUHAIOT
MHE O MPOIUION KU3HU.

— Kakoit yxxac! — BbioxHyna oHa. — Hy, mpamsl ke yKpamaioT Myxkurny. 1 4To ke Obl1o
B TBOEW npouuioi xu3Hu? Kto ux ocrasun?

OH omycTui B3I — HOYb YK€ HACTyNasia, MU B TEMHOTE €ro 171a3a CBETUJIUCh MSATKUM (bUO-
JIETOBBIM CBETOM, CJIOBHO JBa Janeékux ¢oHaps. Korma oH 3aroBopusi, ero roioc ObUT TUXHM, TIOUYTH
0e33ByYHBIM, HO KaXkJI0€ CJIOBO BPe3aJIOCh B THIIIHHY.

— UIx ocraBwim Ha maMATh. YTOOBI 51 BCera MOMHII.

— Kr0? — ménorom cnpocuiia Merru, 4yBCTBYsI, KaK XOJIOIOK ITPOOEraeT 1o CrvHe, He NMe-
IOLIUI HUYero oOIIero ¢ BeuepHen mpoxianaoi. — KTo ux ocraBui?

Autekc nogHs1 Ha He€ B3IsA. Ha MrHOBeHUE B €ro mia3ax MeJbKHYJIO YTO-TO TEMHOE, OYTH
3J10€ — TaKOe 9ykKO0e, YTO MerTH OTIaTHyJIach Obl, €CJTM OBl MOIJIa, — HO OH MOPTHYJI, 1 OHO UCYE3JI0,
YCTYIIUB MECTO MpexHer MIrkocTu. Vi Macke MSITKOCTH.

— Te, k10 XOTe, YTOOHI 51 He 3a0bIBaJl, — CKa3aJl OH, ¥ rOJIOC €ro 3BydYasl POBHO, HO C MeTaJl-
JIMYECKON HOTKOM, KOTOopast 3acTaBuiia Merru no€xkutbcst. — Te, KTO 3HaJ, YTO 51 A0JIKEH TOMHUTb.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH pe3Ko MOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY B CTOPOHY Jieca — TyJa, Iie Merru 3aMeTusa ciio-
MaHHYI0 BeTKy. Ero B3mis 3aepxacs Ha TOM MecTe, OyTO OH YBHUJIET TaM KOTO-TO WM YCIIBIIIAI
3BYK, HEOCTYIHBIN e€ yiaM. OH 3aMep, BeCh Harpsrcs, 1 Merru nokasajioch, YT0 OH TOTOBUTCS K
MPBIKKY. 3aTeM OH TaK ke OBICTPO OTBEPHYJICS, M €T0 JIUIIO CHOBA CTAJIO CIIOKOWHBIM, KaK Oy/ITO OH
MOCTABWJI Tiepei COOOW HeBUAMMBIN ITIUT.

— Huuero, — ckazaj oH, CJIOBHO OTBevasi Ha €€ HeBbICKa3aHHBIN Borpoc. — [Tokazanocs.

Merru xoTena CipoCUTb, UTO OH TaM YBU/JIEJ, HO YTO-TO B €T0 JIMIIE OCTAHOBHUJIO €€ — KaKasi-TO
3aKpBITOCTb, KOTOpasi roBopuiia: «He nonxonu, He ceityac». OHa mpoMosyalia, HO 3allOMHUJIA TOT
MOMEHT, YyBCTBYS1, KaK BHYTPH IIEBEJUTCS OeCIOKOUCTBO. Eif OKa3anock, YTo OH JIKET, HO OHA He
cTajia HaCTauBaTh.

Merru oOorHaa ero u BcTasia Brepe/Iu, 3aropaxubasi eMy myTh. OH TOIHST Ha He€ B3MJIAN, U
B €ro I71a3ax YnTajach nevyajb — Takas IIyOoKas, 4To y He€ CKaJIoCh Ceprie.

— Yrto THI TOBOPHUIIID. .. YTO ThHI IOJIKEH MOMHUTH? — CIIPOCUJIA IEBYIIIKA, YYBCTBYS, KaK €&
roJI0C IPOXKUT.

AJlekc mokal ImjiedyamMu — KeCT, KOTOPBIH JO/KeH ObLT Ka3aThCsl HEOPEKHBIM, HO BBITJISIIIEI
MOYTH OTYASTHHBIM.

— [ToMHUTB, KTO 5 TaKOIA.

— Ox, MOXeT, He BCE Tak IJ10X0? — Merru marHysia K Hemy, 4yBCTBYsI HEIIPEOAOIUMOE KeJla-
HUE KOCHYThCS ero, IpoOUTh 3Ty cTeHy. — [lokaxu MHeE HX.

W ona B3si1a ero 3a pyKy u cTajla NajbllaMU CTSTMBATh MIEpUYaTKy ¢ €ro MpaBoy JIaJIOHU, 1yB-
CTBYSI MOJI TKQHBIO XOJIO/] €r0 KOKH Y HANIPSKEHUE MBIIIIII.

AJlekc OTCTpaHWJICS, MATKO, HO HACTOMYMBO yOpaB e€ pyKy B CTOpoHy. Ha MrHoBeHue ero
JbIXaHue cOmoch — Merru 3aMeTuIa 3To, BUJIENIa, KaK ero rpyb MOIHIACh YyTh ObICTpee, Kak OH
Ha MIHOBEHME 3aKPbUI IJIa3a, CJIOBHO cCOOMpasi CUIIbL. 3aTeM OH YJBIOHYJICS — HO 9TO ObUIa He Ta
TEMIas yapiOKa, a ropbKasi, MOYTH U3BUHSIONIASCS, KOTOpAs 3aCTaBUIIA €€ Cep/Ille CKAThCS.

— W3BUHM, HO HE CTOUT.

— Tlouemy sxe? — mpoirenTajia oHa, He OTBOS B3MJIsA/IA.
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I'maza mapHs OyiecCHYJIM B TEMHOTE, U €r0 TOJIOC CTaJl THUIIE, TTOYTH HECTIBIIIHBIM, HO KakI0e
CJIOBO OTAAJIOCH B €€ JIyIIIE:
— TbI MOXenn He MNEPEKNUTL YBUACHHOC.
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I'nasa 7

CsM cMmoTpel1, Kak OHM LUK MO YJMLE, KaK MX CUIY3Thl MEUIEHHO MPUOIMKAINCh K JIOMY
Merru. Beut yxe Bedep, ¥ yIuuHble (DOHApU OTOpachlBAIM JJIMHHBIE, IpOXKale TEHW Ha MOKPBIH
acanpr. CaMy MPUXOOUIIOCH IIYPHUTHCS, YTOOBI PasIiIseTh YXMBUIKY HA pOKe 3TOro yomoaKa —
Ty CaMyl0 CaMOJOBOJIbHYIO KPHBYIO I'y0, KOTOpasi, Ka3aioch, ropopiia: «OHa MOsi, ¥ Thl HIYETO He
CMOJEIlIb C 3TUM clieJIaTh». MeIrTu 4To-To roBOprja eMy, OKMBJIEHHO KECTUKY/IMPYs, a OH OTBEYaJ,
CKJIOHSIS TOJIOBY K €€ ruiedy, 1 CaM BHUJEN, KaK OHa yJblOaeTcsl.

CsM cugen B cBoel MalllMHe, MPUNApPKOBAHHOM B TEHU CTApOro KJIEHA, M OapadaHul NajibliaMu
10 py’ti0. XOTh pyJIb ¥ ObUT OOTSHYT CJIOEM MATKOM KOk, pykr y CoaMa 60J1e/u OT HanpsiKeHN st — OH
CJKMMaJI €ro TaK CUJIbHO, YTO KOCTSIIKM NOOEIeNH, a Ha JIAJOHAX BBICTYIIMIIM KPAacHbIE OIYyMECSILIbI
oT Horrel. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK B T'PYJM pa3pacTaeTcs XOlI0ogHasl, TAry4as ApoCTb, KOTOpas 3aCTUJIAET
71a3a KpPaCcHOM MEJIEHOM.

« oce mebs npedynpedxcoan!»

UYro %k, pa3 OH HEe IOHUMAET CO CJIOB, MMPUAETCS MOKa3aTh eMy rpyoyio cuity. Cam yxke Buel,
Kak Oy/ieT BHIIVISZIETh 3TO 3peJvIiie: YOmoqoK OyeT U3BMBATHCS B MBLIM, YMOJIATH O romaze, a Merru
OyZleT CMOTPETh Ha 3TO U MOHMMATh, KTO 3[€Ch HACTOAILMI My KUMHA.

Com pocran u3 kapMana tenedoH. OT4ero-to pyku Jgpoxkanu. Y Hero apoxar pyku!? OH
BCTPSIXHYJI KHCTSIMH, TIBITASICh YCTIOKOUTBCS, HO JIPOKb HE MPOXOAMIa — 3TO OblIa He c1aboCTh, a
qucTasi, NepBOOBITHAS 371002, KOTOpasi TpeOoBajIa BHIXOAA.

[Mapenp HaOpan Homep Toma. ['yaku M caumkoM Joaro, u 3a 31o BpeMst CaM yBUzel, Kak
Merru uMOKHYysa yOnoKa B HIEKY — KOPOTKO, HO C TaKOM HEXHOCTBIO, UTO Y HEro BHYTPU BCE
000pBaJIOCh, — U 3allla B JJOM, OIVISIHYBIIKCH Ha mopore. Ha mpomanrie oHa nomaxana yomoaKy
pykoil. I oH otBeTHs1 TeM ke, C3M BUzEI, Kak ero ryosl IeBeIbHYJINCh B OTBETHOM «IIOKa».

Csm enBa He cnoman TenedoH B pyke. Ilnactuk 3aTpeman, U OH ¢ yCHIMEM pa3ikasl MaJIbLibl.
Ot HanpsikeHUs y napHs 3aryAed BUCKY, U B yIIaX 3a3BEHEJIO.

«5 omopsy mebe meoio bawiky!»

— Jla, — nocubinascs 3acnansblii rojoc Toma. Ero gpyr oueHs 110011 mocmarh 1ocie ypoKos,
U ceifuac, cyas 10 rojocy, OH TOJbKO YTO ITPOCHYJICH.

— Tommu, B oOmeM, Tl ObuT MpaB, — CaM Mo€p3al Ha CBOEM MeCTe, YyBCTBYS, KAK KOKAaHOE
CUJEHBE MIPOTUBHO CKPUIUT MO HUM. — OHU JENUCTBUTENBHO I'YJISAIN, U OH IIPOBOAXI €€ A0 JI0Ma.
B o6mewm, 51 cormacen.

— O! Onmyno! — cpa3y Boonyesmicsa Tom, U B €ro rojioce NocybIIaIMCh XUIIHBIE HOTKH.
— Torna 3aBTpa ero u nonoxum. I1y6mmyno, 9ToOBI Bce BUJIEIH.

CsM nmocMoTpes B OKHO M YBUJIE] YAAIAIOLLYIOCS CIIMHY HOBEHBKOTO — BBICOKYIO, IIPSMYIO,
MOYTH HaMeHHYo. Jlaxe moxoaka 3Toro youoaka 6ecria ero: CJMIIKOM yBepEeHHasl, CJIMIIKOM CIOo-
KOMHAas.

HukTo HUKOrga He umen npasa Tak ce0s BecTH. CKOJIBKUX JII0AEN OHM 3allMXMBaIU B HIKad-
YHKH, 3aKPBIBAJTIA B MyCOPHBIX OaKax M YHWKAIM 32 KyJa MeHee cepbE3Hble pocTynku? Cam camo-
JIMYHO CTaBHJI HA MECTO TeX, KTO OCMENIMBAJICS CMOTPETh Ha Hero cBbicoka. Ho aToT Anekc Obut 1py-
ruM. OH He Oostiics. OH He apoxan. OH cmoTpen Ha CaMa ¢ TAKMM CHUCXOXKJEHUEM, CIIOBHO TOT ObLT
IJ151 HETO ITyCTBIM MECTOM, U 3TO ObIJIO HEBBIHOCUMO.

N Beap Coam npenynpenu ero. OH Aain eMy IIAHC YUTH, OCTaBUTb MEITH B IOKOE, U 3TOT
yOJIONOK /1aKe He TIOMBITANICS BOCTIONB30BaThCcsl MM. COM HUKOTI/A He 3a0y/eT 3Ty CaMOJOBOJIbHYIO
POXY, 9TOT XOJOIHBIN B3MJISAL, 3Ty JIETKYI0 YXMBUIKY, KOTOpasi roBopuia: «Thl MHE He CTpalleH».
Hy yx ner. [laxe eciii ero MOnpyT U3 IIKOJIBI MOCIIE TOro, OH He oTcTynuT. KasHp omkHa ObITh
nyOmmaHoi. [TycTh Bce BUAST, Kak OH M3BUBAETCS B IPS3H, KaK €ro TOpAoCTb pa3onBaeTcs BIpedesrn
T0J1 yIapamu.
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Ha crnenytomuii nexs B mkony Cam npuHEC ¢ cOO0M CIIOPTUBHBIC BEI — JIETKKE IITAHBI U
(yTOOIKY, B KOTOPBIX YIOOHO OBHUTraThcsl. Ero npysbs crenanu To ke camoe, ¥ OHU TIeperyIsiAbIBAINCh
B KOpHJOpEe, OOMEHMBASICh TOHUMAIOIIUMH YCMEIIIKaMH.

Yomoaka Cam Hamién B cTosioBoi. TOT cuaesn ofuH 3a 1aTbHUM CTOJIMKOM, €1 IIKOJIBHYIO ey
— KakKylo-To O€3BKYCHYIO Kallly, — | IsUTHJICS B OKHO, Ha cepoe HeOo. Kak Bceria B cBoMX jayparl-
KHMX YE€PHBIX MepuaTkax, KOTOPbIe CKPBIBAIM €0 PYKH, M C TOM e CaMOJIOBOJILHOM POsKeid, KoTopast
3actaBisiia Cama CKpexkeTaTb 3y0amu.

CsM nonommén K Hemy ¢3a/d, OecIIyMHO cTymasi 1o KadelabHOMY MOy, U HarHyJICS HaJl ero
yxoM. [Ipr 3TOM OH OOHsUT HOBEHBKOTO 3a IIIel0, CKaB €€ ¢ TaKOW CHJIOW, YTO, Ka3aJloCh, BOT-BOT
YCIIBIIIUAT XPYCT.

Tor maxe He n€pHyiacs. [Ipogomkan cCMOTpeTh B OKHO, €ro JIMIO OCTAJIOCh OSCCTPACTHBIM,
CJIOBHO OH He 4yBCTBOBaJ pyKy Coma Ha cBoell miee. OJJHAKO OH cJierKa BBITHYJI OpOBb — KecT,
KOTOpbIN 6e3yMHO B30ecms1 Cama.

— 4 Benp npenynpesxaan Tedsi, BEpHO? — MPOIIUIEST OH, YyBCTBYs, KaK €ro JAbIXaHue 00XKu-
raeT yXo HOBEHBKOTO.

VOm00K e1Ba 3aMETHO MOPrHYJI I1a3aMu — «Jla», — W Ha ero rydax MeJIbKHYyJIa Ta camast
J€rkast yaplOka, ot Kotoporr Cama 3axJIecTHyJa BOJTHA SPOCTH.

— Bor u cimaBHO. — C3M CKaJl ero roJiopy 4yTh CHJIbHEE, YYBCTBYSI, KaK MBIIIIHI HOBEHHKOTO
HAIpSIIIKCh TOJ ero nasibiiamu. Kak ke eMy XOTenoch ceiyac HaJaBUTh elieé CUIIbHEE U YCIIbIIIATh
TOT CaMBIi XPYCT, KOTOPBI 03Ha4as1 Obl KOHEI 9TOro yHuxkeHus. — CerogHs nocje ypoKkoB HUKyAa
He yxoau. Mbl mpocto HeMHoro nourpaem. CkaxkeM, Ha OeroBoil ruiomanke. Thl MEHs YCIIbIIIa,
MaJibi?

U cHOBa OH MOPrHYII. A 3aTeM yJIBIOHYJICS — IIUPOKO, OTKPHITO, OOHAXKasI pPOBHbIE OeJIble 3yOBbl.
VbioHycs!

CaM 3ackpwuriesn 3y0aMu Tak, YTO B yIIIax 3a3BEHEINO, U C TPYIOM pa3:Kasl Majblibl, BBITYCKas €ro.

«He nHadonzo avioumbcst. Ckopo mol Oyoeutb 6ansimuCsi 8 2psi3u, U 8Cs KOAA OYOem CMOMpens
Ha meoii no3op».

Vpoku 3aKOHYMIHCH, 1 MerTH yxke cooupanach UATH UCKaTh AJIeKca, KOTaa B KOPUIOp BieTea
3anbixaBiiasicss Katpun. E€ Bosocsl cOMMCH B Ky4y, Ha JIOY BBICTYITHII TIOT, 7132 ObLTA PacIIvpeHbl
OT MaHUKH.

— Merru, ObicTpee! — BBIKPUKHYJIA OHA, XBaTasi MOApPyry 3a pyky. — Tam... Tam...

— Yero tam? — Merru no4yBCTBOBaIa, Kak BHYTPU BCE CKUMAETCS OT IIPEAYYBCTBUS.

— S mopcnymana. .. Cam, Tom u Bo6 cobuparorcst u3outh Moero Ajekca!

Merru BCKOYMIIA C TIOJOKOHHHMKA, HA KOTOPOM CHjIeNa, M PUHYJIAch BIEPEN, HO MOUYTU Cpasy
OCTaHOBHJIACh, OOEpHYBIIUCH K KaTpuH:

— Kyna?

Ta TONMbKO MaxHyJa PyKOW B CTOPOHY BBIXOIA, 3aTeM OJHUMH T'yOamu mporenTana: «Cra-
OUOH».

Merru pBaHyna 1Mo KOpUaopy, He pa3oupasi goporu. E€ kabimyku rpoMKo IOKaIM 1o Kadeb-
HOMY TI0JTy, X0 Pa3HOCHJIOCH TIO ITyCTHIM KaOMHETaM, I7ie yKe OUTH HUKOro He Oputo. OHa mpomya-
JIach MMMO CTOJIOBOH, MMMO aKTOBOT'O 3aJ1a, 33 IBEPbMH KOTOPOTO CJIBIIIATHUCH YbH-TO IOJI0Ca, MAMO
CTEHJIOB C OOBSIBJICHUSIMH, KOTOPBIE PACIUIBIBAIMCH B €AMHOE MATHO. Bo3ayX B 1IKOJIE Ka3asics crnép-
TBHIM ¥ TSDKENBIM, a KK/l IIar OTJaBajiCs B BUCKAX MIIyXUM CTyKOM. OHa TMOYTH HE YyBCTBOBaJIa
HOT', TOJILKO OCIIeHBI PUTM Cepalia, KOTOPBIH 3arayIiai B BOKPYT.
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Korga ona BeiOexkana W3 IIKOJIBHOTO 3[aHUsI, CBEKHMI BEYEPHUI BeTep ylapwil B JIMIIO, HO
OHa Jjaxe He 3ameTuia ero. [lepes Hell OTKpBIBAJICS CTAAMOH — OOJBINIOE OTKPHITOE MPOCTPAHCTBO,
OKpYXEHHOE OETOHHBIMHU TpPUOYHAMH, KOTOpbIE JABHO HE BUAEIM peMOHTa. Ha HEKOTOpBIX MecTax
Kpacka oOmynuiack, OOHaxasi cepblil OETOH, MOKPBITHIA TpelrHaMu U rpadgduth. B nieHTpe Haxo-
auiock (pyTOONIBHOE TIOJIE ¢ BBITONTAHHON TPaBOM, MO KpasM — OEroBble JOPOXKKH, pa3MeUeHHbIE
0eJioll KpacKoy, KOTopasi yke Hadajia CTUpaThcsi. BOKpYr cTaguioHa BBHICHIIHCH cTapbie (DOHApH, HO
ropeJt TOJIbKO OJIMH — B IAJIbHEM YTITy, OTOpackiBasi )KENTHIN, TYCKJIbIN CBET HA UIMITPOBU3UPOBAHHYIO
apeHy.

3pech yxe codpaachk Tonma. Merru yBuaena ux — AeCATKH (PUryp, CrpyJuBIIMXCS TIOTYKpPY-
T'OM, CJIOBHO 3pHTeNH B JipeBHeM amdurearpe. KTo-To crosi, KTO-To cuien Ha TpuOyHax, a HEKo-
TOpbIe Jaxe 3a0painch Ha OrpakaeHue, 4yToObl Jydllle BUACTh. B BeuepHeM BO3qyXe BUTAN 3amax
TPaBbI, CHIPOW 3eMJIM U TIpeqIyBCTBHS Oe/ibl. KTO-TO cMesics, KTO-TO MepemenThIBajcs, HO B TOM
r'yJie YyBCTBOBAJIOCh HAIPsI)KEHHUE, KOTOPOE CIyIAIOCh C KaXA0U CEKYHI0M.

Merru 3amepria HA MTHOBEHHUE, MBITASICh OTABIILIATLCS. B rpynn KoJoTUiIoCh cepalie, a B yiax
urymesio. Ho oHa He moria ocranaBimBatbes. OHa pBaHyJia BIIEPEN, K TOJIE, pacTaJIKUBasl JIOKTSMU
3eBaK, KOTOpbIe HEXOTsl PacCTyIMaIMCh, HO HUKTO HE MBITaJCA €€ ocTaHOBUTh. OHa J0MKHA Oblia
yCIIETh.

— C3M, UTO THI JIeJI. .. — TOTBITATIACh KPUKHYTh OHA, HO KTO-TO 3aTKHYJI ei poT pykou. I pybas,
CUJIbHASI JIAJJOHb TIPYKAJIach K €€ ry0am, U OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA 3arax Tabaka M MoTa.

— He crout BMemmBarbcst, — Ha yxo ei 3auientai Kopr, BBICOKMI cTapIIeKJIacCHUK ¢ KOPOT-
KOU CTPMIKKOM M HaKauyaHHBIMU 1iedyamMu. OH ObLT U3 TeX, KTO BCeraa AepiKaJiCs PsIOM C CUITbHBIMH,
YTOOBI CAMOMY HE OKa3aThCsl JKePTBOM. Merru 3Hajia ero — OH YUYH/ICS B MapaJlIelbHON TpyIie 1
00bIYHO He Jie3 B gena Cama, HO ceifvac, BUAMMO, PElIU MOAYMHUTHCS. — [1ycTh Mabuuku camu
pazdepyTcs. DTo ux Aeo.

CsM He oOpatit Ha Merru BHUMaHuUsI, a BOT AJIEKC MOCMOTpeJT Ha He€ U YJIBIOHYJICS] — TOH
CaMOM CIIOKOMHOM, TOUTH Oe3MSITEKHOH YIIBIOKOW, KOTOpasi 3aCTaBUJIa €€ CepIIie CKaThCs OT CTpaxa.
OH 4T0, HE MOHUMAET, KaK MPOXOAT Takue gpaku? VX Ha3piBaaM nokasareiabHOM KasHbio. 1 B Helt
npaBu He ObL10. [Ipaka mpoxoausia He 0 IepBOy KPOBH, a 10 TOTO MOMEHTA, TIOKa KTO-TO U3 yUHTe-
Jieii He mpuOekuT Ha oMok, Ho Kto ycreer. .. YV yunrerneit ceituac coOpaHue, KOTOPOe MPOIUTCS
MUHYT TpUIaTh. Merru oOpyrana ceds 3a To, 4TO He J0AyMaslach paHbllle — HYXXHO ObLIO MO3BATh
KOTO-TO Ha MOMOIIIb U3 CTapIIuX, HaWTH Jlafiana, XoTs Obl TPOCTO 3aKpUYaTh!

B o6mem, ec y CaMa KaKMM-TO YyJJOM He 33JaCTCsl, TO Ha BBIPYUKY MPUOEryT eme qBoe, 1
oHU OymyT OMTh Ajekca BTpoéM. Ml HUKTO He BMeIaeTcs U3 MKOIbHUKOB! HUKTO He MoiAET nonepek
Csma. Pazymeercsi, HeT. YUEHUKH CIIMIIKOM OOSUTHCh BCTPEBATh B TaKUE MEPEPSITH, MPEAIOUNTast
HaOJTIoIaTh ¥ CHUMATh Ha TeJle(hOHBI.

— Hy uro, manei, noraniryem? — C3M BBICTABWI PYKH Tiepei COOON M CKasl KyJIakH, ero
JIMLIO UCKa3WJIa 371as1 ycMelllKa. — JJaBHEHBKO 51 He pa3MUHAJICS] HA MaHEKEHaX.

AJekc ynpIOHYICS eMy — CIIOKOMHO, MOYTH CHUCXOIUTENbHO. OH MPOCTO CTOSUT HA MPSIMBIX
HOTax, PyKH IO IIBaM, CJIOBHO 3K/1aJ1 aBTOOYC, a He Apaku. UEpHbIe BOJIOCH yke ObLIA B3bEPOIIICHbI
BetpoMm. [lapeHn ObuT B Gesoil pydariike, MUKAK AepKasl KTO-TO W3 MJIAIIMX IMKOJBHUKOB, U Ha
(bone ceporo Beuepa OH KazaJicsl NOUYTU MPU3PAYHBIM.

MHor#ue mKOJIbHUKY JepKaid B pyKax Teae(OoHbI ¥ TOTOBUIMCh CHUMATh Ka3Hb. 1 HUX 3TO
ObLJIO BCETO JIMIIIb UTPOH, Pa3BJICUCHUEM, KOTOPOE OHH BBUIOKAT B coriceTd. OHM He TIOHUMAJIH, 4TO
3TO peasibHasi KM3Hb, YTO 32 TUM CTOAT O0Jb M yHMKXeHue. OHM He TOHUMaJIM HUYero.

Cam 6pocmicst Ha Aiekca. Merru MHOTO pa3 Bujena, kak Cam HaunHaet outBy. OH cOnmmkaics,
TIOJICAKMBAJICS M HAHOCKJT y/ap TOJ JIbIX, TIOC/ie Yero JoOMBaJl MPOTUBHUKA B HOTy. JIOO ke XBaTam
3a Iel0 C3a/IM U OYIIWII IO TeX IMOp, TIOKa CONEPHUK He Tepsil CO3HaHWe. DTO OblIa ero KOpOHHAs
TEXHUKA, U OH BCerna noodexmal.
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Bor ceftuac 0bu1 iepBbiid BapuaHT. CoM MoyieTeNt K AJIeKCY, IPUTHYIICSA M HAHEC yaap KyJIaKoM
B )KMBOT C TaKOW CHJIOH, YTO, Ka3aJIOCh, I0JKEH ObUT IPOOUTH €ro HACKBO3b.

XoMonoK ycres Mpodekarh 1Mo CriuHe AeBYIKU. BOT u BCE. ..

AJlekc KakMM-TO 4yJoM ymen oT yaapa. OH IPOCTO HAaKJIOHWICS B CTOPOHY, €ABa 3aMETHO
CMECTHUB KOpIyc, 1 KyJak Cama paccek BO3IyX TaM, Ijie TOJIbKO 4To Oblia ero pyoamka. [Ipu sTom
AJnekc axe He IIEJIOXHYJICS — OH CTOsI Ha HOrax TaK K€ JIETKO, CJIOBHO HUYETro He IPOM30LLIO,
CJIOBHO YKJIOHEHHE OBUIO /ISl HETO €CTeCTBEHHBIM, Kak JbixaHue. OH ynblOascs, U 3TO SBHO 37HIIO
Cama emg Oosbliie.

Com B30OeCcHIICS M CTaJl HAHOCUTh Yap 3a yAapoM — IPaBoM, JIEBOW, CHOBa MpaBoid. Ero kynaku
JIETeJIU C TaKOUM CKOPOCTBIO, YTO Merru efBa ycrneBasa ClIeUTh 32 HUMH, OHU CIIMBAJIACh B Pa3Mbl-
Thle TMHUUA. HO AJIeKC MPOCTO YBOpAuMBAJICS B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, CIIOBHO KOIIIKa, KOTOPOH OpocaioT
MSYUKH, — JIETKO, IJIABHO, 0€3 MaJISHINMX MPU3HAKOB HanpsiKeHus1. Kaxplii ero mar Obl1 TOUHBIM
Y BBIBEPEHHBIM, OY/ITO OH 3HAJI, Ky/a MpuaeT cienyomuil yaap Cama, 3a CeKyH/y 10 TOro, Kak TOT
HayHETCAA. Ero nBrsKeHNs ObLIM MTOYTH TaHIIEBAJIBHBIMM, U B 9TOM TaHIIE HE ObLJIO HU KaTlTH arpeccuu
— TOJIbKO COBEpILIEHHAs], ITyraiolas rpauus.

I'ne-to B Tonmne paszganuch cmemku. KTo-To M3 Miafmmx HIKOJIBHUKOB Jake IMPUCBUCTHYIL.
Merru mMenbkoM 3aMeTuIa, Kak Chlo 3akaiia poT pykoi, a KaTu crosiia ¢ BeITyYeHHBIMU I71a3aMU, €€
nmo nodneaneno. Tonma MeasieHHo 3aThxaa, epeBapuBasl yBUICHHOE. B Bo3ayxe MOBUCIIO Harpsi-
KEHUE, KOTOPOE MOKHO OBUIO Pe3aTh HOXKOM.

Towm u Bo6 nepernsiHyauch 1, MOHSB, YTO UX APYT HE CIPABIISETCs, MOOEeKaIN BOEPEN, 3aX0/s
¢ OOKOB, UTOOBI OKPYKUTh AJIeKca.

«Hy menepv mouno écé»,— mnogymana Merru, 4yBCTBYs, Kak BHYTpH Bc€ oOpbiBaeTcs. OHa
MPOJOJIKaJia BHIPBIBAaThCs, HO KOpT OBbLT CHITbHEE, €ro pyKa jAepxkania e€ MEPTBOM XBAaTKOM.

CoM HaHEC yap KyJIaKoOM B YeITIOCTh, B 9TO BpeMs ToM mojcest, 4ToObl AJIeKC TiepelieTet yepe3
HEro M ymaj Ha 3eMJIO.

Kynak Cama ne poctur nenu. Bmecto 3Toro Ajiekc cXBaTuil €ro 3a pyKy — JIeTKO, NOYTH
HeOpeIKHO — U C CUJIOH TOJIKHYJT ce0e 3a CIUHY, UCTIOJB3Ys uHepiuio camoro Cama. CaM 3arienuicst
Horamu 3a Toma, MoTepsijl paBHOBECUE U PYXHYJI Ha 3eMJIIO C IVIyXUM, BJIaXHbIM CTyKoM. TpaBa u
3eMJIs1 BBMETHYJIUCh BBEPX, U IO TOJIIE TPOIIEN OOIMINH, MPOTSKHBINA B3/10X. Merru 3ataunia Jipxa-
HUE, YyBCTBYs, KaK €€ ceplie MpOoImyCcTUIIO yaap.

Tonma MKOJPHUKOB pa3uHyJja pThl. TaKOro HUKTO He oxkuAal. KaTpuH Jaxe nepecraia Xuxu-
KaTh — OHA CTOsUIa C OTKPBITHIM PTOM, €€ TenedoH Oe3BOIBLHO BHCEN B OMYILIEHHOH pyKe, U OHa
CMOTpeJIa Ha TPOUCXOSAIIEE C HEMOLAETbHBIM U3YMJIEHUEM.

Bob6 Opocuics Ha AJiekca, HaJlesiCh 3aCTaTh €ro BPACIUIOX, HO U OH HE JIOCTUT IeJu. AJIeKC
MIPUTHYJICS, CJIOBHO KJIAQHSISICh, U JIAOHBIO yaapuia Body moj kojeHo — nouty 6e3 yCHini, HO TOYHO
U pE3KO, KaK YUMTEJIb, HONPABIAIONIMNA YUeHUKA. TOT 3aKkpuyali, ero Hora oIKOCHJIaCh, U OH PyXHYJI
Ha 3eMJII0 PSZOM C Jpy3bsMHU, YAAPUBILUCH FOJIOBOM O TPaBY C TUXUM, HEMPUSATHBIM XpycToM. Merru
He TOHSJIA, YCbllIalia JIM 3TOT 3BYK — WJIM €l POCTO MOKAa3aJI0Ch OT HAIIPSIKEHU s ?

C5M BCKOUMII Ha HOTU U B3peBeNl — AMKO, M0-3BEPUHOMY, €r0 IJ1a3a HAJWINCh KPOBBIO, U B
HUX ropeJjia )uBOTHas ApocTb. OH KMHYJICA Ha AJlekca, pa3MaxuBasi KyJakaMH, B HQ/IEKE yIyIIUThb
€ro, COpBaTh C HErO MAacKy CIIOKOWCTBHUS.

OpHako AJieKC Urpalouy YKJIOHWICS B CTOPOHY, /1a)ke He LIarHyB — CHOBA IIPOCTO CMECTHJI
KOpIyc Ha MIJITTUMETP, 1 C3M mposieTes MUMO, IPOOKB BO3IyX. A 3aTeM AJIeKC Cesal HeuTo HeBe-
POSITHOE: B TIPBIKKE, C HEYETIOBEUECKOW JIOBKOCTHIO, OH OOBMIJI HOramu 11ieto CaMa U pe3Ko JEPHYIT
BHU3. TOT He BbIEp:KaJl TAKOTO BECA M PYXHYJI HAa 3eMJII0, HO AJIEKC U3BEPHYJICS B BO3/1yXe, epeKa-
THWJICS, U BOT YK€ OHU OKa3aJIMCh JIMIIOM K JIMITY. AJIeKC BBIKpYTWI pyku Camy 3a CIIUHY, TPUKAB UX
K JIOTAaTKaM C TaKOU CUJIOH, YTO OHU OKa3aJIMCh MO/l HUM, B HEECTECTBEHHOM I0JI0KeHUH. TOT cToHas
Y OTYASTHHO JEPrajics, TbITasiCh BRIPBAThCS, HO XBaTKa ObLTa XKeJIe3HOW, HeUeJIOBEYeCKOM.

«Anexc! C3aou!»— mbIceHHO 3akpuyaia Merru, Ho He MoIJIa IPOM3HECTH HU 3BYKa.
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JIBoe pa3bsapEHHBIX pedIT OpocHUCh omHOBpeMeHHO — Tom u Bo0, 3a0bIB 0 001, KUHYJIUCH
Ha AJleKca c3a/i1, HaJlesiCh 3aCcTaTh €ro BPacIuiox.

Anekc, He 00opaurBasiCh, yMYyAPUJICS BBITSIHYTh HOTY BBEPX — €O TeJIO BBITHYJIOCH TOYTH
AYTOH, CJIOBHO y HEro He ObUIO KOCTeH, — M HaHECTH TOUYHBIN yaap MATKOH B uenmocts Tomy. Tot
OTJIeTeJl B CTOPOHY, JJake HEe BCKPUKHYB, M PyXHYJI Ha TpaBy Oe3 CO3HaHHUS. A 3aTeM Ta e HOra,
CJIOBHO HE OCTAaHABJIMBAsICh, IO MHEPIIMH, HaHecHa TOuHbIA ynap boOy B Bucok. O0a pyxHy1u Ha
3eMJTIO U TIEPECTaNN IIEBEJIUTHCS.

To, ¢ Kako# OBICTPOTOM 3TO cAean AJieKC, M TO, K&K OH CMOT BBITHYTh HOTY, OBbLJIO TIPOCTO
noTpsicaroM! Merru HUKorIa He BUJesa TAKOW T’MOKOCTH, TAKOW CKOPOCTH — 3TO OBbLJIO HEeveJso-
BEYECKH, TPOTUBOECTECTBEHHO.

Hacrynuna tummaa. CIBIITHO OBLIO TOJTBKO JAbIXaHue AJieKca — POBHOE U CITIOKOMHOE, CJIOBHO
OH HE TOJILKO YTO BBIPYOUJI TPOMX MapHEH, a MPOCTO BhIIIEN Ha Mporyaky. Hu karum norta, Hu cOu-
TOro puT™Ma. Bertep 1ieBenui ero 4€pHsle BOJIOCH, U B TYCKJIOM CBETE €IMHCTBEHHOro (poHapsi OH
KazaJicsi MPU3PAKOM, COMISIINM C KaKOH-TO APEBHEH KapTHHBI, IJie 3arevaTsieHbl Tepor U AeMOHBI
OJIHOBPEMEHHO.

Merru 3ameTuiia, 9To TenedOHb B pyKax IIKOJbHUKOB CTaJIM MOIparuBarh, 1 BCKOpPE BCe, KakK
onvH, ObUTM omyieHsl. Ha nunax 4yuTanock OQHOBPEMEHHO YIWBIICHUE, BOCXHUILEHUE U KUBOTHBIN
crpax. HUKTO He cMen u3aaTh HU 3ByKa, Aaxe JbIXaHUe 3aTauiiu.

Merru cMOTpeJia Ha 3Ty CIIeHY, 3aTauB JpixaHue. OHa He MOIJIa OTBECTH B3IJIsA OT AJieKca, OT
ero ueaJbHO MPSMOH CIIMHBI U CTIOKOMHOTO Jmiia. Ho riue-to Ha nepudepru co3HaHUS OHA BUJIENa,
Kak CaM, 00eCCUIICHHBIH, MBITAETCSl IOMHATHCS, KaK €ro PyKH JpOXkaT, a JIMIO UCKAKEHO IPHUMACOi
6omH. A 3aTeM BCE CMECTUIIOCH, M OHA BAPYT YBUEJA €T I71a3a — IOJTHbIE OOJIN U YHUKEHUSsI, KOTO-
pble OH He MOT CKpbITh. V B HUX, BIEpBbIE 32 BCE BpeMs, OHA YBHEJA He 37100y, a CIOMJIEHHOCTb.

CaM HaxoawiIcs Mojl HUM. AJIEKC CMOTpeJT eMy B IJia3a U BUJET B HUX cTpax. HakoHen-To oH
HOHSUI, C KeM uMeeT Jesio. Ero JpixaHue cOWIoch, B TPyAU pa3pacTajiach JieqsHas MycToTa, KoTopast
ObL1a XysKe 000 OOH.

CoM nEpHYJICS, MBITAsICh BHIPBAThCS, HO XBaTKa OblIa CTAJTBHOW — MaJIbIbl AJIeKca BIIUBAJIVICh
B €r0 3aISICThs, Kak Kiemu. OH 3acKpexeTan 3y0amu, U3 Topiia BHIPBAJICS XPHUILIbIA phIK. OH OWI
HOTaMH T10 3eMJIe, U3BUBAJICSI BCEM TEJIOM, TIBITAsICh COPOCHUTH C cedst 3TOro yoIroika, HO 3TO ObUIO
6ecrione3no. Kaxioe ero qBrkeHre TOT BCTpeya eme 0oiee CUIIbHBIM JABJICHUEM Ha BHIKPYJYEHHBIC
PYKH, ¥ KaXKIblid pa3 001k MpoH3aa mieur, 3actapisis Cama B3nparuBars. OT 60IH OH B3BbLI, HO HE
niepecrai 6opoTbesi. CaM He Mor ciathesi. He Mor mo3BoiuTh 3ToMy yOIIOIKY BUIIETh €r0 C1ab0CTh.
HoBeHbkHIi Tak BHITHYJ €My PYKH, 4TO, ckopee Bcero, CaM JIONro He CMOXeT BOAUTh MaiuHy. He
npobOsiemMa. [ J1aBHOe — He c/1aBaThCl.

— A Teniepb THI MOCITYINAM, — 3allIENTaT YOIIOIOK €My Ha YXO TakK, YTOObl HUKTO OOJIbIIe He
CJIBIIIIA, ¥ €0 TOJI0C ObLT XOJIOAHBIM, KaK JIEN, — s MOTY Ceivac C/IeNiaTh TaK, YTO Thl OCTAHEIIbCSI
0e3 pyK Ha BCIO CBOIO XU3Hb. Mory ciioMath Te0s1 Kak JITYHOCTh. MHe He COCTaBHT TPy 3TO CIeIaTh,
YK TIOBEPb.

I'maza Cama pacimpuiiinch — BO3MOXKHO, OT TOTO, YTO OH TOBEPWJI, 2 MOKET, OT TOTO, YTO
HOBEHBKUN HaJJlaBWJI Ha €ro pyKU 4YYTOUYKY CHJIBHEC. Cam IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CYCTaBbl HAYWHAIOT
BBIXOOUTH U3 CBOUX MECT. Bomb 6I)UIa HeBbIHOCHMOfI, HO OH CTUCHYJI 3y6bI, OTKa3bIBaACh KpHU4arTh.

— OJHaKo, — MPOJOIKKII AJIEKC, U B €r0 ToJIOCe TOSIBUJIACH JIETKAasl yCMeIlKa, — s1 OCTaBJII0
te0s1. Ho Tonbko ecnu Tl mooGeraenis MHe KOe-4To.

— Jla momién b, — mpoxpures C3M U B3BbUT OT OOJH, Korjia AJIEKC 4yTh CHIIbHEE HAaBUIT
Ha ero 3arisCThsl.
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— OpHako, — MOBTOPUJ AJIEKC, U €r0 TOJIOC CTaNl CTAIbHBIM, — ThI TIOOOEIIAEIb MHE, YTO
OoJIbIlie HUKOTA He MPUOIM3UIIBCSA KO MHE U NajiblieM He TpoHenib Merru. OHa He ajis te6st. U
HUKOTa He ObLa.

— 41 yObio TeOs1, — 3agoxHysicst CaM, YyBCTBYS, KaK CJIE3bI, KOTOPIE OH HE MOT' KOHTPOJIHPO-
BaTh, yKe TEKYT MO IeKaM, CMEIINBAsICh C TPSA3bI0 U TpaBoil. — 4.

OH CHOBa pBaHYyJICS, MBITAsCh BBICBOOOIUTH XOTsI Obl OIHY PYKY, HO AJIEKC JIETKO TapupoBa
ero JIBMXeHHe, Kak OyaTo urpai ¢ peoéHkoM. CaM 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK €ro BOJIS JIOMAETCsl MO STUM
XOJIOIHBIM, JICJSIHBIM JIaBJICHUEM, KaK TOPAOCTb pacchinaercs B npax. C KakIpIM MTHOBEHHEM OH
MOHMMAJI, YTO TMPOUTpajl — He B JIpake, a B 4éM-To Oosee BaxkHOM. B 6oprbe 3a Merry, 3a cBOE
MECTO, 32 CaMOYBaKEHHE.

— ¢ capinry TOJBKO TBOM OOEIIaHMsI, — XOJIOMHO CKa3asl AJIKC, U ero rojioc ObUT KaK Jie3BHe,
KOTOpOE BOH3aeTcsl B camoe cepare. — Ho s eme Hu pa3y He CIIbIai TBoero coriacus. Thl moode-
IIAeIIb MHE.

Com 3axpurien. OH YyBCTBOBaJI, KaK €ro BOJII OKOHYATEJBbHO JIOMAeTCsl, KakK MOCIeIHUe
OCTaTKY TOPJIOCTH TAIOT MO 3TUM B3DIAOM. C KakIbIM MTHOBEHHEM CTAaHOBUJIOCh BCE XYKe.

— 41... obe1man, — BBIJIaBUJI OH CKBO3b CXKaTble 3yObl, U 9TU CJIOBA JAJIUCh My TsKesiee, YeM
BCsl 00JTb, KOTOPYIO OH KOTJa-TMO0 UCTIHITHIBAL. — $ oOeraro.

AJekc 4yTh ocimabui XBaTKy, HO He oTmycTwi. CoM ObUT yBEepeH, UTo YOIOAOK ObUT TOTOB
HavaTh BHIBOPAUMBATh €r0 PYKH U3 CycTaBoB. Clienath 3T0 ObUIO OYEHb JIETKO, €CJTH 3HATh, TTOJ] KAKUM
YIJIOM IIPUMEHUTH cuily. BOT, cycra momesn. . .

— JloBoJIbHO!

AJleKc TIOfIHST TOJIOBY M YBUJIEN, KaK CKBO3b TONITY O€KUT MYKYMHA — BBICOKHI, CO CBET-
JIBIMA KOPOTKUMH BOJIOCAaMH, B CTPOroM KocTioMe. OH OTTOJIKHYJI B CTOPOHY TOIABIIErOCs Ha Iy TH
IIKOJIbHUKA, He oOpalasi BHUMaHWS Ha €r0 BO3MYIIIEHHBIA BO3IJIAC. 3a CIIUHOM Y HEro ObLTH JpyTrre
yuuTess, U cpeid HuX Mapu, KoTtopasi, Ka3ajaoch, e[Ba MOCIeBaia 3a HUM.

E€ nuito 6put0 G11eIHBIM, TIOUTH TTPO3PAYHBIM B CYMEPEYHOM CBETe, a I71a3a MUPOKO pacrax-
HyTHl. OHa CMOTpeJia Ha HEeMOBMXHBIE Teja Ha TpaBe — Ha CaMa, KOpUMBIIErocs rmoj AJIeKCOM,

Ha Toma u boba, nexapmux 6e3 ABMKEHUs, — U €€ TyObl 0e33ByUHO IIIEBEILHYJINChH, CJIOBHO OHA
IIbITAJIACh YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO HE MOIJIA. Beée B3IVIA1E YUTAJICA HeHOI[IICHLHbeI YyiKac, CMEIIAHHBIN C
HEeBEpUEM.

— Hupekrop Jlaitan? — mocislmanock U3 Tommbl. JeT cTainu B Crienke pa30eraTbesi B CTO-
POHBI, KTO-TO MOOJIETHEN, KTO-TO CHpATAI TeledoH.

— OrTmycTy ero HeMeJIeHHO! — I1a3a AMpeKTopa OIECHYIM THEBOM, U €0 TOJIOC MPO3BYyYas
Kak yzap XJbICTa.

Anekc MCEIJIEHHO ITIOAHSAJICA Ha HOI', U €0 IBNKECHU A 6I)IJII/I IJIaBHBIMU, ITOYTH JICHUBBIMMU. On
HETOPOIJIMBO MOMNPaBUJI YEPHBIE MEPUATKM HA pyKax — CHavajla Ha OHOM, 3aTeM Ha Jpyroi. OH
JeJ1aJ1 3TO C TAKOU CIIOKOMHOM TIATETBHOCTBIO, OYATO TOIBKO UTO HE IPAJICS, a IPOCTO CHUMAJI IbLITH
Cc ofexpl. Merru cMoTpesa Ha 3TO IBHKEHHE, CJIe/Isl 3a ero MajbliaMi, KOTOpbIe aKKYpaTHO pasria-
KHBAJIM KOXY MIEpYaTOK, U HE MOIJIA MOHSATH, YTO €€ OOJbIlie TIOpPaXkaeT — ero HeBeposITHAs CHJIa
WM 3Ta Myraolnas HeBo3MyTuMocTb. OHa 3atania JIbIXaHue, YyBCTBYs, Kak BHYTPH BCE CXKUMAETCS
OT CTPAHHOT'0, TIOUTH OJIArOTOBEHHOr0 CTpaxa.

— Ilomorute um, — pacnopsaAuICs AUPEKTOP, U €ro rojoc ObLT CyXuM, 1es1oBbiM. K 1exaunm
no0exany yIuTesist, CKJIOHWIUCh Haj TomoM 1 Bodom. KTo-To moGesxain 3a antedkoil. — A BBHI,
MucTep AJiekc, IPOMIUTE CO MHOM.

Kopr Hakonerr otmmyctin Merru — HO czieniait 31o He cpa3y. Ha MraoBeHue ero pyka 3aaepxka-
Jach Ha e€ Tuiede, oH neperisiHyscsi ¢ CIMOM, M TOJIBKO TOCTIe 3TOro, CIOBHO NMPUHUMAST KaKOe-TO
pelienre, yopai pyKy v OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY, CJIMBAsICh C TOJIION.
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Merru niepeBena B3rsaa Ha Coma. OH Jiekasl Ha TpaBe, OOSCCUIIEHHBIH, C MOKPBIMHU OT CIIE3
HIeKaMU M MOKPACHEeBIUMU 1a3zaMu. OHa BHUjENa ero TaKUM BIEpPBble — CJIIOMJIEHHBIM, YHUYTO-
JKEHHBIM, JIMIIIEHHBIM BCEH €ro caMoyBepeHHOCTU. I BHYTpH y He€ uTo-To JporHyJo. Eii crasno xaib
ero. HecMoTpst Ha BCE, UTO OH clesiall, HECMOTPS Ha 3Ty JIypaIKyIo IpaKy, OH ObLT YeJIOBEKOM, KOTO-
PBIiA TOJIBKO UTO TOTEPST BCE — CBOIO TOPIOCTh, CBOIO PEIyTaIluio, caMmy Bepy B ceOsi. Ho psiom ¢
9TOU KAJIOCTBIO JKUJIO ¥ JPYroe YyBCTBO — oOyieruenue. Ajekc Ot 1ie1. OH CTOSUT IPSMO, CMOTpPET
BIIEPE]] CIIOKOMHBIM, HEBOZMYTUMBIM B3IJISIIOM, U 3TO 3HAYMIIO, YTO BCE 3aKOHUMIIOCH. [1o KpaiiHeit
Mepe, ceryac.

Anekc Bomén B kabunet Jlaiiana. Jfupektop BOMIEN cIe0M U 3aXJIOMHYJI JIBePh — IJIOTHO, C
[JTyXUM CTYKOM, KOTOPBIN 9XOM pa3HEccsl 0 TECHOMY MOMEIIEHHUIO.

Kabuner ObuT He OOJBIINM, HO Ka3aJiCsl TECHBIM M3-3a BBICOKUX IIKA(OB, 3aMOTHEHHBIX KHU-
ramMu. OHU CTOSUTM POBHBIMU PsITaMU — KOPEIIIKH B KOXKE U MOTEPTOM KOJIEHKOPE, C 30JI0THIM THUC-
HEHUEM U 0e3, HOBBIE U TaKHe CTapble, UTO UX Ha3BaHUs YKe HeJlb3sl ObUIO MpounTaTh. HekoTopbie
CTPAHUIIBI BHITIAJIAJIN, U HA TIONTY JIeXKAJIH KENThIe TUCTHI. [1axJio 31ech MbUIbIo, CyXoi OymMaroi u yeM-
TO emE — TeM OCOOEHHBIM 3aIlaxoM, KOTOPbIi ObIBA€T TONBKO B MECTax, IJie BPeMsl OCTAHOBUJIOCH.
CaeT 13 OKHa a/1aj1 Ha IIMChbMEHHBII CTOJ M MATKO CKOJIB3WJI MO KOPEIIKaM, HO HE MOI' Pa30rHaTh
MOJIyMpaK, BUCEBIIHIA B yriax. Ha crorne, 3aBajieHHOM Oymaramu, CTOSIJIO OMHOKOE KOXKaHOe KPecio
s oceTutenier. Kazanock, 4To X0311H 3TOro KabuHeTa IaBHO MPUBBIK K TUIIIMHE W OJUHOYECTBY.

— Hy, Anekc, — Jlaiian nipucen kK cede 3a CTON, OTKUHYJICS HA CITUHKY Kpecia ¥ CKPEeCTHII
pyku Ha rpynu. — Kak tebe B Moeii mkose?

— Hernoxo, — oTBeTr1 AjieKc, OCTAHOBUBIIIKChH Y OKHA.

— Hermnoxo? Mosker, ckaxeIb MHe, 3a4eM Thl YCTPOUJI TO 110y ?

AJIeKc noxain riedamu, He 000paunBasich.

— Cam cam npeayiokRu, u. ..

— U THI petmii moasIrpaTh €My, Tak 7 — 3aKOHYMI 32 AJIeKca TUPEKTOP, U B €r0 roJIoce MOCIIbI-
I1aach ycrauasi HacMenika. — Thl MOr ycTpouTh 3T0 0e3 Takoit nacocHocTu. Tak 3auem, crpariu-
BaeTcs, Te0e MOHAI0OMIIOCh AejIaTh 9TO UMeHHO Tak? JleMOHCTparus cvibl? 3armyruBanue?

AJiekc OTBEpHYJICA OT JUPEKTOpa U MOAOIIEN K KHUKHOMY HIKady, MPOBE NaJIbLIEM IO KOpelll-
KaM, OCTaHOBUBIINCH HA CTApPOM, ITOTEPTOM TOME.

— Cxkopo oHM OyayT 37€Ch, — CKa3asl AJIeKC, U €ro rojioc CTaj TUllle, cepheé3Hee. — Ternepb
Omnaroziapsi 9TOM JIpake OHM 3HAIOT, YTO TYT €CTh 1. BO3MOXHO, TOOOATCS CYyHYThCSI.

Jlaiian B3/10XHYII, ¥ B 9TOM B3/I0X€ TOCIBIIIAIACH [TTyOOKasl, BEKOBasl yCTAJIOCTb.

— Tol Tak yBepeH B cebde?

— AOCOIOTHO.

— ¢ oxpaHsI IEBYOHKY OMUHHAMIIIATH JIET, — KaK-TO U3JUIIHE TPyOO OPOCHIT TUPEKTOP, U €T0
roJI0C APOTHYI, — U BCE Paay TOTO, YTOOBI MPHUIIEN Thl U Bc€ ucnoptii1? Hy yx Her.

Anekc pe3ko noBepHyscs K Jlaiiany. Ero Bonockl pactpenanuch B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, B IJla3ax
MEJIbKHYJT XOJIOIHBIH, TIOYTH XUITHBIA OJIeCK.

— Tt oxpansn? — 3ammurnen napens. — Jla s yxe Bujen Tpéx! U Bce B aTou mkone! Y kopo-
JeBa. ..

— Tol Bugen koponeBy? — Jlaiiaj1 BCKOYMJI CO CBOETO MECTa, OIPOKUHYB CTYJI, ¥ BBITYYWJI
ra3a. — HeBo3MokHO. .. OHa He Moria NpuATH cioaa. . . [IoHoyHUe TOJBKO. ..

— Omna Bcero JuiIb Npu3pak, — MOSCHUIT AJIEKC, U €ro rojoc CTtaj CIOKOWHee, HO B HEM
YyBCTBOBaJIaCh cTajb. — Ho 3T0 moka uro. CKOpo MOJHOMYHUE, ¥ BCE MPOU30UIET. [leByIIKY HAI0
3aLUILIATb.

Jlaiian ocest Ha CBOE MECTO U CTaJl TePETh BUCKH, €T JIMIIO IMOOIEHENO.

— CkonbKo. .. CKOJIBbKO BPEMEHH Thl ITPOBEI 32 TPaHbl0? — CIIPOCHII OH, HE TIOHUMAs [J1a3.
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AJlekc Ha CeKyH Iy 3alyMaJICs, TJISI/Isl B OKHO, TJIe YK€ CTYIIAIUCh CYMEPKH.

— Bpems Tam UIET He Tak, Kak Ha 3emJyie. MHe KaXeTcs, YTO MPOIILUIU CTOJIETHS.

— Jlis MeHs BcE ObLIO He Tak, — Tporrentai Jlaiian, ¥ B ero rojoce mocyblaiach ropedb.
— Mu1 ObUTH B pasHbIX MecTax. S1... 9 coxanero.

— U g coxanelo, — AJIeKC eJjBa 3aMETHO KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM, U B €r0 IJla3aXx MEJIbKHYJIA TeHb
6o, — MHe mpaB/a kajib, YTO BCE CKJIAIBIBACTCS MMEHHO Tak. 1 Obl He MPUITIEN Clofa, eci Obl
3HAJI, YTO ThI CIIPABUIILCS. YBBI, HO YeJIOBEKY He IOJ] CHITy COBJIAaTh C HUMH.

Jlaiian Haxmypui1 OpOBH, U HA €ro JIMIIEe OTPA3UIOCh TIOHUMAHUE.

— TMocrapaiics Oosnbilie He BIMIATh B HEIPUATHOCTH. Vou.

AJlekc cierka CKJIOHWII TOJIOBY, 3aTeM Pa3BEpHYJICS M BBIIIET U3 KabuHeTa, octaBuB Jlaiana
OJTHOTO, TIOTPYKEHHOTO B CBOM MbIcH. Korna aBeph 3akpbiach, JUPEKTOP eIe J0ITO CUaes Helo-
IBVIKHO, TSI HA IyCTOE KPecyo, U IyBCTBYS, KaK CTapble PaHbl CHOBA HAYMHAIOT OOJIETh.
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I'maBa 8

[MogroToBka K BBIMYCKHOMY Oajy Iuia MOJHBIM X0oAoM. Jlo Hero ocraBanoch OyKBaJIbHO
HECKOJIBKO THEW — W HAIIPSKEHUE B KOPUZOPAX IIKOJIBI BUCEJIO B BO3/lyX€, CMELIAHHOE C 3allaXOM
KPackKH, KJjies ¥ npeBKyleHns. CTapleKJIaCCHUKH, pa3ieIMBIINCh Ha IPYIIIbI, YKpallaJyd aKTOBbIN
3aJ1: KTO-TO pa3BeLIMBaJl pA3HOLBETHBIE IIAPUKHU, KTO-TO TSAHYJI TMPJISIHIBI, KTO-TO PUCOBAJI ILUIAKaThl
C TIOJKEJIAHUSIMU. 3aHSTHI ObLA BCE, JaXke Te, KTO OOBIYHO OTJIBIHUBAJ OT JII0OOH pabOTHL.

3aJ1 Obu1 OOJIBILIMM, C BBICOKUMHU MOTOJIKAMHU, TIe KOIJa-TO BUCEJA JIIOCTPA, HO €€ IaBHO CHSLIIH,
U Tenepb CBET UCXOOWJI OT JIaMIl, BCTPOEHHBIX B CTeHbl. OKHa BBIXOIWIN HA IIKOJIBHBIA ABOP, I
yXke crymaach cymepku. [1axjo 3aech cBexen Kpackou, CTapbiM JIEPEBOM M YEM-TO CJIAJKHM —
BO3MOXXHO, OT KOH(ET, KOTOpble KTO-TO IPUHEC ¢ co00M. ITapThl ObLIM CIBUHYTHI K CTEHaM, Ha HUX
I'POMO3/IMIIICH KOPOOKH C YKpaIICHUsIMH, PYJIOHBI OyMard, KUCTU 1 OaHKM ¢ KjieeM. B yriy crosuia
CTpEMSHKA, Ha KOTOpOM Mucc Mapu, yuuTesbHALA, KOTOPYI0 MerTu MbICIEHHO Ha3blBajla «I'PbIM-
301», IPUKPEIUIsIA CBA3KY PA3HOLIBETHBIX LIIAPUKOB K MOTOJIKY.

Merru OT4assHHO TIBITAIaCh OTHOCHUTBCS K YUUTEJIBHULIE C YBAXXKEHUEM — I10CJIE BCETO, YTO
MIPOM30IILIO, TTOCIIE TOTOo, Kak AJIEKC CKa3al, YTo OHa ero TETyIKa, Merru pemmia, 4to o0si3aHa ObITh
mo6e3noi. [la 1 omeBaercst oHa He Tak yx u mioxo! IIpaBna, cuHee oOTArMBawIIee MIaThe CHOBA
BBIIJISIZIENIO Hesleno, Ho Merru 3actaBuiia ce0s1 He oOpaiiarh Ha TO BHUMAHUS.

Mpucc Mapu cTosina Ha CTpeMSIHKE, UyTh [TOKaUYMBAasACh, U aKKypaTHO MPUKPEIUIAIIA IIAPUKU K
noTosKy. KeHIrHa crapanach cenarh BCE KpaCMBO — 3TO ObUIO 3aMETHO I10 TOMY, KaK OHa IOIpaB-
JIA1a KaXAylo TMPJISHIY, Kak paclipaBiisajia CKJIAJKU Ha TKaHEBBIX yKpalleHHsax. Kaxayio nomapky
3a yUeHMKaMH OHa MCIpaBJsiia COOCTBEHHOPYYHO, He JIoBepsist HUKoMmy. [1pu 3ToM oHa yieibanack u
nonoaAprBajIa TeX, y KOro YTo-TO He MOJTy4yasloch, M €€ Tooc 3By4asl MArKO, OYTH MO-MAaTePUHCKH.

«H nouemy s eé ne nooduna? Xopowas dce sxceHuuna! »— nopymana Merru, 4yBCTBys YKOJ
COBECTH.

Omna crapasack, BO3MOXXHO, BIIepBble B kM3HU. Eif X0Te10ch, YTOOB STOT BeYep 3alOMHUIICS,
4yT0OBI BCE OBLIO UaeabHO. OHa Tak jkjaja BbIITyCKHOM 06a1 — (puHaI Bcell yueOHOM KU3HU, TOUKY,
nocjie KOTOpoW HauyHETCsl 4To-To HOBOe. CTONIBKO JIET OHA Tpe3nsia OKOHYaHHEM Y4Y€ObI, MeuTaia
BBIPBATbCS U3 3TOIO MAJIEHBKOrO ropoja, KOTOPHIM IyIIWII €€ CBOEU MpencKazyeMocTio. E€ orel,
OU3HECMEH C TOCTMHULIAMU 10 BCEMY PErMOHY, XOTeJ, YTOObI 104b NOIILIA 110 ero cronaMm, Ho Merru
YYBCTBOBaJa, YTO 3TO He €€ MyTb. ['opox Kazaicsa el CIMIIKOM MaJeHbKUM, MECTOM, IIe HEeYeM
ABIIATh, TJE BCE 3HAIOT BCEX M HUYero He MeHsiercs. Eil HyxkeH OblI MpOCTOp, M OYeHb CKOPO OHA
JocturHer csoen uenu. [lpasna, Tenepp, korna B €€ KU3HU NOABUIICA AJIEKC, TUIAaHbI HAYAJIU TYCK-
HETb, YCTyIast MECTO YeMY-TO OoJjiee BaKHOMY.

JeBymika nomisaapiBaga Ha AJjiekca, KOTOpBI HOCWII IapTel BMecte ¢ I'ponom. Ero durypa
BBIJEJIATIACH CPEOU JIPYTMX — BBICOKHM, XYIOM, C YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, KOTOPBIE MaJaJI Ha JIULIO, U
B HEM3MEHHBIX NepyaTtkax. Jlaxke 31ech, B cyeTe MOATOTOBKM, OH JIBUTAJICS C TOU K€ OTCTPAHEHHOU
rpauuei, cJIOBHO ObLI YacThi0 9TOrO MHUpa, HO He JI0 KOHUA. Merru 3amerniia, Kak ero B3I Ha
MI'HOBEHUE 33/IEPKAJICS HAa HEW, U CEPALIE IPOITYCTUJIO Yaap.

Iocne Toi Jpaky MPOLUIO HECKOJIBKO AHEN. AJIEKC HE XOWJI B IIKOJTY — BO3MOJKHO, €TI0 HaKa-
3aJI1, @ MOXKET, OH IIPOCTO HE XOTEJI BCTPEYaThCs C JIIOABMU. MerTH Tak ¥ He IOroBOpHJIa C HUM, U 3TO
MyumJio e€. Bce BOKpYr TosbKo U 00cykgainu ciayuusiieecss — C3M X0 C NepeBsA3aHHON PYKOiA,
ero Juio ObUIO OJ1eTHBIM U ocyHYBIIMMCS, Tom 11 Bo6 BooO11ie He MosBsMch. Merru cibliana, Kak
LIENTAJIMCh B KOPUIOpax, KaK Ha HEE€ KOCWJIMCh, KAK HEKOTOpbIe OTBOAWIM B3MIAA. OHa Buaena Cama
B KOPHIOpE — OH IPOIIET MUMO, He TIOAHUMAs I71a3, U ero CIiHa Obl1a croposieHa, CJIOBHO OH HEC
Ha cebe TSKENbIi rpy3. OHa He 3Haia, YTO YyBCTBYET: XKAJIOCTh WM oOJierdyeHre. Merru BeIOXHYIIa,
Koraa oH nporén Mmumo. OHa 60s1ach, YTO OH HAYHET CKaH[aJ, HO IOHOIIA IMPOCTO UCYe3 B TOJIIE,
pacTBOpuIICs, Kak TeHb. M Ha ToM criacuoo.
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E€ mbiciiu b1 TONbKO 00 Astekce. OHa MOHMMAJIA, YTO TIApeHb ObLT HaKa3aH JUPEKTOPOM
Jlaiianiom, HO e€ 3T0 He ocTaHaBIMBaIO. Eif Obu10 0 4éM moroBopuTh ¢ HUM! Kak ke e€ unTepeco-
BaJIM JIaJIbHEHIMe TUlaHbl AJiekca Ha *ku3Hb. COriacuTcs JIM OH yexaTh BMecTe ¢ Heri? Y BooOIe,
OTKyga oH npuexain? IlapeHb Tak HUYEro el U He paccKasajl, YeM pa3kEer MHTepec 1O HEBEPOSTHBIX
pa3mepoB. OHa XoTesa 3HaTh BCE: €ro MpoIioe, ero TaiHbl, ero MbICIHU. [lake To, 4TO OH CKpbIBaT
T0J1 TIepYaTKaMH.

AJlekc B3MISIHYJT HA HE€ U MOAMUTHYJI — KOPOTKO, MOYTH HE3aMETHO, HO Merru mo4yBCTBO-
BaJIa, KaK TEIUIO pa3jMBaeTcs Mo BceMy Teny. Ha myme cpasy crano teruiee. Cepalie 3aKOIO0THIOCH
C TaKOM CUJION, 4TO Merru HeuasiHHO HaJIopBaJjia Tulakat, KOTOPbIN iepkaia B pyKax, U MOKpacHesa,
YyBCTBYS, KaK IMIEKU 3aJIMBAET Kap. AJIEKC 3aMETHJI 3TO, U €ro ryObl APOTHYIIU B JIETKOH YXMBLIKE.
JleByIIKa B CHEIIKe CTala MCKaTh, Kyla Obl CIPATATh MCTIOPUSHHBIH IJIaKaT, HO OHU BCe ObLIM Ha
BUJy APYT Y JIpyra, ¥ CIPSTaTh ero ObUIO HeKyaa.

«9mo e, npuoémcs ckneusams u nepedenvisams. Ho nozoce».

C 6oky k Merru noponuia Karpun. [leByinka BeIIisiiesia CEpaUTo — €€ MmyxJible ryObl ObLIH
CKaThl B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO, a I71a3a CBEPKAJIH.

— Korzma TH X0Tena MHe pacckas3arbh? — TpO3HO BbIJABUJIA OHA, M B €€ rojoce CIIBIIAIAch
obuaa.

— Yro pacckazatb? — Merru HemoHMMAIoIe YCTaBUJIaCh Ha MOJIPYTY.

KarpuH, kak 1 Bceraa, Xoquia ¢ AByMsi KOCHUKaMH, BO PTY ’KeBaJla Pe3UHKY, KOTOPYIO TPOMKO
ménkaina. [IpaBna, onera oHa OblIa 4y Th IPUIMIHEE, YeM OOBITHO — YEpHast I00Ka JJ0 KOJIeH 1 OJTy3Ka
C TIOUTH 3aCTETHYTHIMU MyroBunamu. Ho BCE e CTOMT MpH3HaTh, C KPACKOW HA JiHile ObUT SBHBIN
niepe®op: CIUIIKOM SIPKME TeHHU, CJMIIKOM TYCTOH cod myApbl. Merru mpearnoynrtaia KpacuThes
10 MUHUMYMY, OT/aBasi IpeIriouTeHNne eCTECTBEHHON KpacoTe, M ceilvac, IMIssi Ha MOApYyTy, OHa
YYyBCTBOBAJIA JIETKYIO HEJIOBKOCTD.

— Twl rynsna ¢ Hum! — 11aza Katpun cBepKHY/ M, M OHA TIOYTH BHIIUTIOHY/IA 3TH CJIOBA. —
Com pacckazan Jlunze, Ta Xblo, HY @ OH 3aTeM. . .

— 1 nonsia, He MpoAOIIKai, — nepeduna Merry, 4yBCTBYs, KaK BHYTPHU 3aKHIIAeT pas3apa-
keHue. — [la, Mbl TyJIsUIM, IPOCTH, YTO He CKazana Tede.

— Hy ceiiyac HauHéTcss, — MuMo Tipornia K9Tu, Hecsl Ha pykax ax JBa TadypeTa, e€ JIMIo
ObLIIO KPAaCHBIM OT HarpsikeHusi. — Tornbko He youBaii e€. BepHee, He Ha TOIsX.

KarpuH BCribIXHYIa ¥ MOMBITAIACH OTBECUTD MOZIPYTe MUHOK, HO CJerka mpoMaxHynack. Katu
YTO-TO MUCKHYJIA ¥ YCKOPUJIA IIIar, CKPHIBIIHCH 32 KOJIOHHOM.

— OH xe Mo, Tl He 3a0bl1a!? — OJIOHJMHKA BBIPOHMIIA U30 PTa JKBAuKY, M Ta MIMSIKHYJIACh
Ha T0J1 C TPOTUBHBIM 3ByKOM. — ] ke Tebe roBopuuial

JleByIiIka roBOpuIIa IOCTATOUYHO THXO, YTOOBI TOJIOC HE PA3HOCHJICS TI0 3a1Ty, HO B HEM 4yBCTBO-
BaJIach CTajb. BOKPYT IIymMenu, CMesITUCh, EPETaCKUBAIIH CTY/IbsI, M STOT 'Y/ 3aCTHJIA UX Pa3roBop,
Aenasi ero TOYTH MPUBATHBIM, CJIOBHO OHHM HAXOJWJIMCh B OTIEJIBHON KOMHATe.

Merru NoJIOKMIIA 3JIOMONTYYHBIN TJIaKaT Ha TIOJI M BIUIOTHYIO mojonuia K KarpuH, 4yBCTBYH,
KaK BHYTPH MOJIHUMAETCsI BOJTHA YIIPSIMCTBA.

— A THI €ro CIpoCHIIa, XOUeT JIU OH ObITh TBOUM? — OHA TMOMBITANIACH BBIIABUTH YJIBIOKY, HO
HHUYEro He BHIILIO. — Kak Obl ero MHeHHe Toe HaJo yUuThIBaTh! DT0 He urpyimka, Katpus.

Karpun oTkpbia poTt, coOMpasich 4To-TO CKa3aTh, HO 3aayManach. E€ ryOsl IporHyau, U Ha
MrHOBeHHE Merru rnokasaaoch, 4TO OHa YBU/IeIa B I1a3ax MOAPYTry TeHb HeyBepeHHocTy. Ho mourtu
cpa3y MacKa BEpHYJach.

— JleBOouKkH, He AepuTech! — OKasbiBaeTcs, ux noacaymusai ['poa. OH IPOCKOBb3HYT MUMO
Karpun u cran crpouts ria3ku Merru, ero ycbl CMEIIHO TOHOPIIMINCh. — I Oymy Oonets 3a Teds,
KpacoTka. Thl Bcera MoKellb pacCUUTHIBATH HA MEHS.
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— IMomén BoH, — Ha ceit pa3 Karpun nonasia Horow no uenu, v I'po co cMexom oTomENn B
CTOPOHY, HO Ha MPOLIaHKe MOJMUTHYJ Merru u czienan kecT, CJIOBHO MPUKJIaIbIBaN TeIE(OH K yXY.
3arem oH mienHyJ rydamu: «Habepu».

Merru 3akatuiia 1j1a3a v repeBesna B3IJIs]] Ha OAPYTY, YyBCTBYS, KaK yCTaJIOCTh HABAJIMBAETCS
Ha IJIeYH.

— Karpun, npocty, uyto Tak... Ho oH MHe oueHb noHpaBwics. f 3Haio, 4To 1 Tede ToXke, HO. ..
Emy g Toxe Hpasmocs. 1 310 171aBHOE.

Karpun nokauasa royioBoii 1 Oosnbllie HUYero He ckasajna. OHa OmycTW/a B3IJISA, M HA MUT
Merr# 1okasanoch, 4YTO OHA Celvac pacrijiaueTcsi — yrojKu e€ ryd ApOrHyIy, a Ha IJla3ax BHICTYIHIA
Biara. Ho B cienyroliee MrooBeHue e€ B3IJIsi[I CHOBA CTaJl MPEKHUM — XOJIOJHbIM, HEIIPOHULIAEMbIM,
KaK Yy KYKJIbl, Y KOTOPOH BBIHYJM Jylly. Merru Ha MrHOBEHUE MOKa3ajaoch, YTo B IMa3ax Karpux
MEJILKHYJIO UTO-TO, MOXokee Ha oOnerdyeHre. Ho oHa He Oblia yBepeHa. Merru xoTesa JIOTHaTh €€,
CIIPOCHTb, YTO ITO 3HAUMIIO, HO NepenyMaia. OHa He OblIa TOTOBA K 3TOMY Pa3roBOpYy.

BronauHka Bcerma Obuta Takoi. [la m cama Merru Bc€ mpekpacHo nonuMana. CTonbko pas
ObiBanM Citydau, Korma Karpun Haxomwia ceOe «mapHs». VX Henmb3s ObLIO MepecurTaTh Ha 00enx
pyKax u Horax y Bcero kjacca. [Ipu atom kaskasiii pa3 Karpun nepexuBana u3-3a cBoero n30paH-
HUKa, IIJIaKajla HOYaMHu, KaJjloBajlach, 4To €€ He moHuMaloT. OHa cTapajack, IpaBJa crapajach, HO
BCSKUI1 pa3 YTO-TO IUIO He Tak. [IeByllika He oTYauBasiach U MPOAOJIKAJIA CKaKaTh OT OAHOTO NapHs
K JIpyroMy, KaKk MOTBLIEK, [IEPEJIETAIONIMI C [IBETKA HA IIBETOK.

Ho BoT uTO cTpanHO, NoueMy OHa Tak paccTpousiach u3-3a Ajnekca? YeM oH 15 HE€ oTInvascs
OT JIPYTHIX TIapHel, KouX OblIH JecATKU? YTO-TO B 3TOM OBUIO HE TaK, HO Merru He MorJia HOHSITh UToO.

Karpun pa3BepHynach 1 modpesa K BHIXOAY U3 3aJ1a, €€ TIeur ObUIU OITYIIIEHbI, & IOXOIKA MOoTe-
pssia IPEeXkKHIO JErKocTb. Merru cMoTpesia el BCiiesl U YyBCTBOBaJa, KaK BHYTPH 3aKUIIAE€T HETIpH-
SITHOE YyBCTBO BMHBL. HOo OHa He Moria Bpath cebe — AJjiekc ObUT TeM, KOro OHa XOTesa BUIETh
pagom. Y oHa Obilia roToBa OOPOTHCS 32 HETO, JIaXKe €CJIM STO 03HAYAJIO MOTEPATH OAPYTY. DTO OBLIO
STOMCTHYHO, HO OHA HUYEro He MOIJIa C COOOH IMofieNaTh.

— Th1 yBepeHa, 4To crpaBHIIbcs? — MUCC Mapu yke coOpanachk yxoauTh. BbuT mo3qHuit
BeYep, 32 OKHAMU CTEMHEJIO, U B 3aJie TOPEJU TOJIbKO HECKOJIBKO Jiamil. PaboTa mpormiuia ycnerHo, 1
OCTaJIOCh JIOAENATh CaMyI0 MaJIOCTh — JIOZIENIaTh TUIAKAT U PA3JIOKUTh CTYIbs. — $1 Morna Obl Tebe
IIOMOYb.

Merru nokavasia rojloBoii, 4yBCTBY#l, KaK yCTaJIOCTh Pa3JIMBAETCs IO TeJLy, HO CTapasich Jep-
&KaTbcs 0O/IPO.

— Her, cnacu6o. 4 cama cnpasmocs. — Ona ynbIOHyaach yuutenbHuIe. — Kak 3akoHuy,
MOWAY JOMOW. DTO HE 3alMET MHOTO BPEMEHH.

— OTMYHO, — KMBHYJIA KEHIIMHA, U B €€ I71a3aX MeJbKHY/Ia TeHb OECIIOKOMCTBA, HO OHA HE
cTasia HacTauBaTh. — Kimloun octaBuIb Ha BaxTe. Yaauu Teoe.

C 3TMMU CcJIOBaMU OHa BBIIIUIA U3 3aJ1a, U €€ 1Iark 3aTUXJIU B KOPUAOPE, MOMIOUIEHHBIE TUILIU-
HOW ITyCTOH IIKOJIBI.

Koraa miaru Mapu cTuxim, 3a1 HaKpblia ITyOoKasi, MOYTH ocsi3aeMasi TUIMHA. Merru Bapyr
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK T'YJIKO CTYUHUT €€ cepaiie B MycToM rnomMelnenny. OHa HUKoraa He 0osiach ocTa-
BaTbCsl OfIHA, HO Ceivac 4To-TO ObLJIO HE TaK — KaKOe-TO CMYTHOE OECHOKOMCTBO IIEBEWIOCH B
IpyIy, CJIOBHO IpequyBcTBue. OHa MpoBOAMJIA B3MVISIOM YXOISIYIO YUUTENIBbHULLY, U TIe-TO B IIIy-
OvHe Ayl MeJTbKHYJIa MbIcib: «Hano Obputo yidTi ¢ Heii». Ho 610 yke mo3aHo.

Omna B30XHYJIA ¥ IPUCTYNMJIA K cKJleiike. Ha yauBieHre, oHa Xopoulo NoTpyAansiach — IjIakar
ObLJ TOYTH TOTOB, HO OKA3aJI0Ch, YTO MIOPBAHO OBUIO AaXe CHUJIbHEe, YeM IMOKa3aJloch CHavasa. Pa3peiB
1E)T pOBHO HaJl OYKBOM «C» B CIIOBE «BBITYCKHUKW», ¥ €CJIH HE BHIAJET CKJICUTh POBHO, TO MPUAETCS
niepeesbIBaTh BECh TUIAKAT, & 3TO yKe OOJIbIIe HEMPUATHOCTH U TIOTEPsI BPEMEHH.
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Merru B3siJ1a KMCTh M aKKYPaTHO HaHec/Ia TOHKHIA CJIOW KJlesl Ha Kpasi pa3pbiBa, CTapasich He
3a7eTh OykBbl. Kieil max pe3ko, XMMUYeCKH, 1 3TOT 3amax CMEIIMBAJICS C 3allaxOM CTapor Oymaru u
MBUTH. 3aTeM OHa MPUJIOKHUIIA TIOJIOCKY OyMarH, MPONUTaHHYI0 pAaCTBOPOM, M OCTOPOKHO pasriiaauia
e€ majpaMu, YTo0bsl He OCTaIOCh my3bipeii. OHa IefCTBOBAIa MEJICHHO W COCPEJJOTOYEHHO, TIOHU-
Masi, 4TO Aaxke MaJieiIass HepOBHOCTb OyzieT 3aMeTHa. UYepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT, KOTa KJIed Hava
CXBATBIBAThCSI, OHA TMOKPbLJIA IIIOB KPACKOM, MOAOMPasi OTTEHOK IO IIBET Muiakara. Padora Oblia Kpo-
MOT/IMBOM, TpeOoBaa TepreHus1, Ho Merru He crennia — OHa MOrPY3WIIach B 9TO 3aHATHE, CJIOBHO
OHO MOIJIO OTOTHATh TPEBOTY.

Koraa nmuctel ObUTH TPUKJIEEHBI 1 HEMHOTO TTOACOXJIM, OHA CTaJsla MOKPBIBATh X KPACKOU CIIOH
3a CJIOEM JI0 TeX TOp, MOKa KpacKa MOJHOCTBIO He CKpbuia mpoOieMy. OHa cMelmBaia OTTEHKH,
npoOoBaja Ha MPOOHOM JIMCTE, M KaXIbIii HOBBIH CJIOH Jenal 0B BCE MeHee 3aMeTHhIM. OHa pado-
Tajia, He 3amMevasi BpeMEHH, U JIMIIb KOIJIa 3aKOHYMJIa, OTKMHYJIACh HAa CIIMHKY CTYJIa, pas3riisablBast
pe3yJbTar.

Ha Bcé y Merru ynuio okoso TpéX 4acoB. YiKe CTEMHENO, KOrla IEBYIIKA AKKYPATHO CBEpHYJIA
PYJIOHOM IIJTaKaT U MOCTaBWIIA €ro K CTeHe, MPUCIIOHMB K Bemaike. E€ manbiipl ObUIM NepenavykaHbl
KJIeeM M KPacKOM, CIMHA HbLIa OT JIOJTOro CUAEHHMS, HO OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA YIOBJIETBOPEHHE.

«Hy, nenaoxo».

Ona 11yOOKO B3/I0XHYJNA, MOTSHYJIACh M cOOpaia CBOM BEUIM — PIOK3aK, TeJae(OH, KITIOUH.
3areM OTIIPaBUIIACh K BBIXOJY.

Houslo 111kosna BbIIIsiIeNa COBCEM He TaK, Kak OHa IMPUBBIKJIA BUAETH €€ JHEM. Koprnopsl ObLH
IMYCTHI OT IIKOJIHUKOB, JIAMITBI TOPEJIU TYCKJIO, U X CBET OTOpachIBaI JUTMHHbIE, APOXKaIlie TEH! Ha
creHbl. Kak/iplil mar 5XoM pa3HOCHJICS TIOJ] BBICOKUMH TOTOJIKAMH, W 3TOT 3BYK Ka3aJICs CIIUIIKOM
rpoMKuM B THIMHE. [1axyio 371ech mo-Ipyromy — He MeJIOM U JeHIEBBIM OCBEXKHUTENIEM, a CTapoil
MBUTBIO, KPACKOW M YeM-TO ellI€, HEYJTOBUMBIM, YTO BHTAJIO B BO3JyXE M 3aCTaBJISIO KOXY MOKPHI-
BaTbcsl MypamkaMu. OOCTaHOBKA ITyCTOTHI Besila KaKOW-TO MUCTUKOM, CJIOBHO IIIKOJIA XKUJIa CBOEH,
HOYHOM >KM3HBIO, KOTOPYIO HUKOI/IA HE BUIETHN YUYCHUKH.

«Bom 6b1 mym cetivac okazancs Anexc...»— nogymana Merru, 4yBCTBYsl, KaK OIMHOYECTBO
CIABJIMBAET TPYb.

— Kro BBI? — pazgasncs BOpYr BCTPEBOXKEHHBIN rooc cropoxa. OH JoHECCS M3 XOIa, U
Merru OCTaHOBUJIACH, TTPUCITYIINBASICD.

OHa nofo1IIa K Kpaio KOpUAopa U BHINJIIHYIA U3-32 YIJIa.

CTOpOsK CTOSIT B IBEPSIX IIKOJBI, 3aropaxkuBasi Komy-To Bxof. Ero ¢urypa Oblia HarpsikeHa,
PYKH BBITSHYTBI BIIEPE/L, CJIOBHO OH TBITAJICS] OCTAHOBUTH HEBUIUMYIO TOJITY. Merru He BUzena, KTo
CTOSUI 32 €rO CIIMHOM, U He CIIBIIIANA, 9To emMy oTBeTv/Ii. CIIoBa CIUIIVCH B €IMHBIN HEPa300pUHUBHI
TMOTOK.

— Voupaiitech otciofa! f... — ronoc cropoxa copBacs.

Uro-TO C cuIloil ynapuso ero B )KMBOT — IJIyXOM, BIaXHbIM yaap. MysKunHa ocesl Ha Mo, Kak
TPAMUYHAS KYKJIa, O€3BOJIbHO PACKUHYB PYKH, U 3aMep.

Merru 3axasa poT pyKaMu, YToObI He 3aKpUYaTh, M PUTHY/IACh K MOy, IPYKABIIKCH CIIMHOM
K XoJogHoit crere. E€ cepatie GeleHo KOMOTHIIOCh, a B yIIax [IyMeJIo, 3arityliasi Bce 3BYKH.

Tpu purypsl B UEpHBIX TUIAAX BOIUIH B IIKOIY, OECIIyMHO CTyMasi o KadeapHoMmy mony. [To
TEJIOCIIOKEHHIO 3TO OBUIM [IBE JKEHIIUHBI M MYXKUYHMHA.

— Kako#i HecroBopuMBBIf, — MPOU3HEC/A OfIHA JKEHIWHA, U €€ Tooc ObLT METOAUYHbIM,
TMOYTH JIACKOBBIM, HO B HEM YyBCTBOBaJICS Xosof. OHa BCTala Haj JIEKAIIUM CTOPOKEM, PasIJisiIbl-
Basl €ro C JIOOOIBITCTBOM.

Bropas oboriia ero v mogoInia K Cre/ijiaxy ¢ KHUTaMH, TPOBEJa MaJbIIeM 10 KOpPeIIKaMm.

— CMoOTpU-Ka, YUCTEHbKO, — MPOTSIHYJIA OHA, M B €€ roJIoce MOCbIIIAIACh HACMEIIKA.

MyXurMHa B 3TO BpeMsl pacceicsi B Kpecje B XOJUle, OTKMHYBIIHMCh Ha CNMHKY. Karmomnion
TUIOTHO CKPBIBAJI €10 JIUIIO, HO Merru Bujiesna, Kak OH CKPECTUII pyKHU Ha TPy U CTaJT PAaCKaunBaThCs
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13 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. M3-11071 KaImooHa NoJHUMAaJICs €jBa 3aMETHBII Map, KOTOPbII 3aKpyYUBaJICS
CMUAPAJIBIO U TasilI B BO3IyXE.

— MoxH0? — niepBas KEHIlMHA [TOBEpHYJIa OJIOBY K CUASAIIEMY MYXKYMHE, U B €€ ronoce
MOCIIBIIIAJIACh IPOCUTENbHASL HOTKA. — $1 HEMHOXKO.

My>x4rHa e/1Ba 3aMETHO KMBHYI, ¥ ’KEHIIIMHA B3BU3THYJIA OT BOCTOPra, CJIOBHO peOEHOK, TIOJTy-
YUBIIMNA MTOJAPOK.

Ona HarHynach HaJ| CTOPOXEM M KOCHYJIACh €rO MaJlblleM — JUIMHHBIM, OJIEIHBIM, C OCTPBIM
HOrTeM. YTO-TO TPOU3OIILIO.

Merru He MorIa OOBSICHUTB, YTO 3TO ObLI0. [TpocTO MMp Ha OJHO MIHOBEHHE MUTHYII, CJIOBHO
KTO-TO BBIKJIIOUWJI CBET M CHOBA BKJIIOYMJI. A 3aTeM CTOPOX BAPYT MOKpPbUICA MHEEeM. MeajieHHo,
HayMHasl OT MeCTa MPUKOCHOBEHMS JKEHIIMHBI, Oesasi IeJieHa CTaa Pacroi3arhes Mo ero Tely, Kak
MOpO3 MOKpbIBAET CTEKJIO B 3UMHUM JieHb. MHel pacnonzascs o ero Jjmily, 0 pykKam, IO TPydu,
IpeBpallasi ero B JIEASHYIO CTaTyl0, M TUXUW XPYCT Pa3JaBajiCsl B TUILIMHE, KOI/a JIE CKOBBIBAJ €T0
TeJIO.

Merru ycnbiinana 3anax Xojoaa 1 CMepTy — JISASHOW, TPOHU3BIBAIOIINIA, CMEIIAHHBIN C YeM-
TO CJIAIKOBATO-THUJIOCTHBIM, OT YEro K ropiy MOACTYIHIa TOLIHOTA.

Omna BpITapaluIa Ija3a v MouarHysiach, eBa He 3akpruyas. Ha miazax BelCTynuiM ci€ssl, U
OHa 3a)kajia poT JIAJOHSIMU, YTOOBI HE 3/1aTh HU 3BYKA.

«4mo npoucxooum ?»

E€ Teno O6una KpynHas JpoXb, 1 OHA HE MOIJIa OTBECTH B3IJISA] OT 3aMEP3aloOLIEero CTOPOXKa.
['ne-to B riiyOuHE CO3HAHUS MYJILCUPOBAJIA MBICTb: «DTO HE JIIOAU. DTO HE JIOIH. . .»

Myx4rHa BAPYT NOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY B €€ cTOpOHY. KarmommoH kaunyscs, 1 Merru nouyBcTBoBajia
Ha ce0e ero B3MIsi, XOTs He BUJENA IJ1as.

— Haperoch, Te6e MOHPaBUIIOCH 3pesuIe, JOpOoryma’? — ero rojoc ObUT XPHUILIBIM, CKpekKe-
HIYIIUM, KaK piKaBbli METasll.

Ot HeoxupanHOCTU Merru B3BU3rHYJIa, BCKOUMIIA HA HOTU U ITo0Oexkaa 1mo KOpuaopy o0parHo,
BIUTyOb IIKOJIBL.

Omna Hecnach MO JJIMHHBIM ITYCTHIM KOPUIOpaM, M KaX[blil 11ar 9XOM Pa3HOCHUJICS T10[, BBICO-
KMMHU MOTOJIKaMu. TyCKJTble JJaMIThl MUTaJTH, OTOpAChIBast AJTMHHbBIE TEHU HA CTEHBI, U TU TEHU CJIOBHO
TSHYJIMCh K HEM, MBbITasiCh CXBATUTh, OOBUTH, YTAIIUTh B TEMHOTY. B BO3yxe BUTAJ 3amax cTaporo
3[1aHUS1 — BTN, KPACKU U YEro-TO elI€, Yero OHa He MOIJIa OIO3HATh, HO YTO 3aCTaBJISLIO €€ cepaLe
ouTbCsl ObicTpee. MUMO MposieTany ABepU KaOMHETOB, CTEHIbI C OOBSIBIICHUSIMU, KJTACCHBIE YTOJIKU
— BCE 3TO PACILIBIBAJIOCH B €IMHYIO cepylo Maccy. OHa Oeskana yxke Tak JOJIro, YT0 KOPUIOPbl HAYasIH
KazaTbcsl OeckoHeuHbIMU. Kaxgas 1Bepb, MUMO KOTOPOH OHa ITpoJieTasia, Obljla TAKOH ke, Kak Mpe/Ibl-
AyIasi, 1 OHa yXe He 3Haja, I1e HaXOOUTCS, MOTePsIB OPUSHTALIMIO B 3TOM JIAOMPHHTE.

Ho 3a crivHoii oHa cribliasia JIETKU TOMOT — HECHElIHbIA, YBEePEHHBIH, CJIOBHO €€ Mpeciieio-
BaTeJIM 3HAJIM, YTO OHA HUKY/JA HE JIEeHEeTCs.

— Kyna ke Tb1? — nociblaics rojaoc OqHOW U3 KEHUIVH, U 32 HUM IOCJIEIOBAJl XOXOT —
3BOHKHIA, MEJIOAWYHBIN, HO Oe3ayIHbIi. — He Topornuch, ManeHbKast. Ml e111é ycrieeM HaurpaThbCesl.

¥ Merru noexasia HOra, ¥ OHa pyxXHyJIa Ha 1oj1, OOJIbHO yaapuBIIMCh KosneHsiMu. OHa o0ep-
HYJIach M yBHUJEJA, KaK OHA U3 JKEHIIMH YKE MOJAHMUMAETCS 10 CTyIEeHbKaM, €€ JUIMHHbIE BOJIOCHI,
pbIKME, KaK TUIaMs, pa3BUBaIKCh Oe3 BeTpa. Jluia e€ mo-npexHeMy He ObLJIO BUAHO — TOJIBKO TEHb
T071 KAITIOLIOHOM.

Merru oxHy’a, BCKOUMJIAa HA HOTH M XOTesa OeXarh Jajibliie, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa yCIIbIIIaa
HIETNOT 3a CIIMHOM — €€ UMsl, IPOM3HECEHHOE €Ba CIIBILIHO, TOYTH JIACKOBO.

Omna oGepHy:ach U yBuzena AJekca.

[Napens cTosin B mpoéMe ABEpH, €ro I71a3a ropeiu (puoiIeToBbIM IUIaMEHeM, JIMLIO ObLIO cocpe-
JIOTOYEHHBIM, a I'yOBbl MCKaKeHBI B 3BEpHHOM OCKasie, oOHaxaromeM 3yosl. Ero pyku B mepuarkax
ObLIM CKATHI B KYJIAKH.
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— AJekc. .. — mpoulenraia JeBylIKa, YyBCTBYs, KAK BHYTpHY NIOAHUMAETCs Haex1a. — bern,
OHN...

OH ¢ cuitoii BBIPHYJ €€ ce0e 3a CIUHY, U OHA e/1Ba He yIaja, HO yAepXkaiach Ha HOrax.

— Bern! — mpommnen oH, 1 B ero rojoce 3ByJaia cTaib. — brictpee! He obopaunBarics!

[No necTHuUIlEe MOAHSINCH U IBOE IPYrUX — KEHIIMHA W MYyKUMHA. Bce Tpoe mMemieHHo pac-
XOIWIKCh IO KOPUOPY, OKpYXKas AJekca.

[NepBas xeHmmHa, Ta, 4yTo ObUIA ONMKE BCEX, PE3KO OCTAHOBWJIACH, CIIOBHO HATKHYJACh HA
HEBUIMMYIO cTeHY. E€ roioBa MeyIeHHO NOBEPHYJIach K AJIEKCY, M OHa 3aMepiia. A 3areM, Kak 3Xo,
Pa3HECIIOCh:

— VX TBI, MO¥ OpaThK, — MOCTBIIIAICA e€ TOJI0C, C HOTKOU YUMBIICHUS, IIOYTH BOCTOPra. —
JIaBHEHBKO HE BUJEJINCH, MpaBja? A Tbl BCE TaKOM K€ KPaCUBbIii!

AJlekc aepxkai nmpaBylo pyKy BBITSHYTOU BIEpEN, JIEBOM TepeOwsI MepyuaTKy y JIOKTsI, CJIOBHO
TOTOBSICh COPBaTh €€ B JII0OOI MOMEHT. barpsiHbIil CBET OTPHIBAJICS OT €TI0 IJ71a3 U CJIOBHO Tap MOAHU-
MaJICA BBEPX, 3aBUBAACH ITPUIYIJIMBLIMUA CITUPATIAMUA, ITOXOKUMHA HaA JKUBLIC HIYIIAJIbIIA.

— ThI Bc€ TaKoii e KpacaBurK, — IMPOM3HECIIa BTOpas JKEeHIIMHA, U B €€ T0JI0Ce MOCIIBIIIAIACh
ycmenika. — 7Kanb OyaeTr oTpbIBaTh TeOe rojoBy.

Merru rima3zam ceouMm He MoBEpurJjia, Koraa mnajablbl HepBOﬁ JKCHIIUHBI HA pyKax CTaJikd YAJIU-
HATHCA, IPEBpAIIasACh B JJIMHHLIC U30THYTBHIC KOI'THU, ITOXOKHWEC Ha JIE3BHA. Ona BUAECIA, KAK OHA pOCIN
13 e€ MajblieB — HEeCTeCTBEHHO, CIIMIIIKOM OBICTPO, — U OJiecTeIM B TYCKJIOM CBeTe, OTOpachIBasi
3710BeIre OTUKHY.

TyT-T0 Merru u 3akpuyaina. 3aKpryania, Kak HUKOT/Ia B CBOEW KU3HH — TPOMKO, OTUYasHHO,
YYBCTBYA, KaK KPUK BBIPBIBAETCS U3 IPYAM U Pa3HOCUTCA I10 ITyCTHIM KopuaopaM. Horu nopkocuucs,
U JIEBYIIIKA PyXHYJIa Ha KOJIEHU, HE B CWJIaX CTOATD.

Ona mouyBCTBOBaJIa, KAK BO3/1yX BOKPYT CTAJ TSKENBIM, OYITO €€ CIaBUIIO HEBUAMMOM PYKOML.
B rpynm paznuiicst eAsiHOM X0Jo, ¥ OHAa He Moryia BOOXHYTb. OHa cMoTpena Ha AJiekca M BHesa
ero TaKMM, KaKMM HHMKOT/Ia He BUJEJa PaHbIlle — U YK He MOIJIa He BUIETb.

Anekc obepHyJcs ¥ mocMoTpelt Ha He€. OT 3Toro B3rIsAAa y He€ mepexBaTuiio Apixanue. Ero
r71a3a ObUIH I1a3aMu 3Bepsi, He uenoBeka. C ry0 mapHs TekJia CJIoHa, Ha JIOY BBICTYIIN (PHOJIETOBBIE
BEHBI, JIa TAK OTYETIIUBO, YTO Ka3aJoCh, OYATO €ro rojioBy o0 Kpackoi. OH ObLT CTpallieH — U
B TO K€ BpeMsl [IPEKPaceH, Kak JPEBHUI XUIIIHUK, TOTOBBIM K IIPBIKKY.

Ha onHO MraoBeHue B €ro rjia3ax MeJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO, Yero OHa He oxuaana — Oosb. OHa
MPOSIBIJIACH U MICUE3TIa, YCTYIUB MECTO SIPOCTH.

B sToT MOMeHT, B KOHIIE KOpuAOpa, Merru nokas3aioch, YTO MeJIbKHYJIA Ubs-TO TeHb. OHa He
ObL1a yBepeHa — BO3MOKHO, ITPOCTO MOYYAMIIOCH OT cTpaxa. Ho B crenyionyio ceKyHIy aBepb Om-
JKaWIIero Kjacca pacraxHysachk, U oTTyjaa Bbuieten aupekrtop Jlaidan. O cxBatwi Merru 3a 1uieun,
Y €ro0 roJioc MPO3BYyYall YETKO, O3 MaHUKH:

— Vxonum, eBouka. CpodHo.

Ona yyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK €ro pyKH CKHUMAIOT €€ IJIeUH, CJIbIIIaja ero rojioc, Ho CJIoBa He CKJia-
IBIBATMCH B cMBICI. OHa ObLIa IIe-TO JaJIeKO, B TOM MECTe, Tjie OCTajIcs AJIeKC, Iie pa3BOpaurBasIach
OUTBa, KOTOPYIO OHA HE MOTJIA MOHSATh.

W oH noTaru e€ 1o KOpuaopy KO BTOPOMY BBIXOJLY, BOJIOUA 32 COOOM, MOYTH He JaBasi e UATH.

A Merru CTeKJISTHHBIMY TJIa3aMy TIPOAOJIKaJla CMOTPETh Ha AJieKkca M TpEX JIofe B TUialiax.
Ona Buziena, Kak OH BCTaJl MKy HUMH U €10, KaK ero (purypa, Xyaas ¥ BbICOKasl, 3aCJIOHIIIA CBET,
Kak (proJieToBoe CBEUYEHMEe Pa3ropajioch BOKPYT HETO, MpeBpalias ero B ;kMBOH (pakes. DTOT B3I
AJlekca — TIOJHBIN APOCTH, OOJM U Yero-To ApeBHEro — OyJeT BCIO JKU3Hb e€ mpecienosathb. [lo
CaMO CMEpTH.

Cné3bl XJIbIHY/IM Y HEE MO 1eKaM, HOTY OTKa3bIBAIUCh UITH, U IMPEKTOPY MPUILLIOCH, IO CYTH,
TalIUTh €€ Ha pyKax. MyX4HMHa YTO-TO TOBOPHJI, HO OHA HE MOTJIa CJIBIIIATH — TOJIBKO YyBCTBOBAJIA,
KakK €€ TPACET, KaK BHYTPHU BCE CKUMAETCA OT CTPaxa.
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«4mo mym npoucxooum... Anexc!»— TpoHECIIOCh B €€ rojioBe, Korja OHa B MOCJIEIHUI pa3
oOepHysach. Mup oMepK, ¥ B IOCJIeJHUIA MHT OHA YCITBIIIANA, KaK KTO-TO 3aKpAYall — U 9TOT KPUK
MPUHAJIeKAT HE KeHILMHAM.
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A. Ksamxkun. «Ilermenr Mupos. [lodb KOpoJieBH BEIbM»»

I'naBa 9

Jlaran MeajeHHo Moao
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A. KamkuH. «Ilenen Mupos. [1oub KOpOJIEBb BeIbM>»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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