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AHHOTaAMSA

«OH mymai, uto cnacaeT e€. Ha camom nienie ona cracana ero. Ot
camoro ceost.»

OH nosiBUJICS B €€ ropojie U3 HUOTKYIAa — BBICOKUM, XYIOH, C
r1a3aMH 1BeTa JpeBHel Maruu. HUKTO He 3Haj, OTKyJa OH MPUIIET U
YTO CKpPBIBAET 3a CBOEH JiensgHor Mackoil. Ho Merru nouyBcTBOBasia
9TO ¢ TIEPBOTo B3MJIsAa: OH HE TaKOM, Kak Bce. M oHa He omuoach.

Tema uaér mo ero ciemy. OHa MpocavyrBaeTcsl CKBO3b TPEITUHBI
MEXIy MUpPaMH, 3aTsarvBasg HeOO OArpoBBIM CBEUCHUEM, 3aCTaBJIsIs
3eMJII0  cofporathcsi. lopoa, KOTOpblii Merru cuutajga JOMOM,
OKa3bIBaeTCS JIMIIbL JeKopaluedl, a e€ COOCTBeHHas >XW3Hb —
YacThlo JpeBHEN Urpbl, B KOTOPOH CTaBKa — CYILIECTBOBAHHME BCETO
YeJIOBEYEeCTBA.

Anekc nomkeH 3aumTuTh e€. Ho ero mporisioe — 3To npokIsaTHE,
KOTOpOe OH HOCUT B ceOe yke ceMbcoT JieT. M yeM Onmxe OHU
CTaHOBSATCS JIPYT K IPYTy, TeM ObICTPEe ThMa HACTUTAET UX.



Be160p, KOTOpBIN MPEACTOUT cheiath Merru, u3sMmeHuT Bcé. M
OHa criacéTt mup. Mnu notepsier Toro, KTo CTajl 1J1s1 HEE€ €IMHCTBEHHBIM
CBETOM B 3TOU KPOMEIIIHOW ThME.
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Aptemun KamkuH
Ilenea Mupos. [1oyb
KOPOJIeBbI BeAbM

IIpoJaor

Hous crosina ceipasi u taryuas. [1o 3en€Hoii TpaBe, IpUMUHAS
pocy, ABrranach Tonmna. MyK4mHel IEpeENTHBAINCH, U 9TH I'O-
JI0Ca CJIMBAJIKCH C LIEJIECTOM BETPa B KPOHAX — TUXUE, HEPBHBIE,
Kak npeguyBcTBUe Oedpl. B Bo3gyxe OTUETIMBO BUTAl CTpax,
TOPbKUI U JIMIKHIA, HO HUKTO HE MOBOPaYMBa 0OpaTHO. Y Bcex
ObLIa OIHA LIETIb.

JIyHHBIN CBET, XOJOAHBINA U CepeOpsIHBIN, TOMOIHST Meplia-
Hue akesos. [lonsaHy 03apsAan OrHM NPUMEPHO ABAaJLATH CBE-
TOUEH, 3aKaThlX B pyKax cesisiH. Jliopm Openu 1o moso, ¥ TeH!
UX METANCh M0 TpaBe, KaK KUBbIE. Y KaXIOro mpu cede Ha-
IIJIOCh OPY/IME: BUJIbL, KOJIbSI, pEHKH OT 3a00pa, jtonathbl. CJI0BOM,
KaX bl KPECTBSHUH IPUXBATUJI TO, YTO, [10 €r0 MHEHHUIO, MOIJIO
croputhes 1iist 60s1. Hy u pakensl, pasymeercs. Bcem u3BectHo,
9ero 9T TBapu OOSITCS MYIIE BCETO.

Jlyap meén Bnepeau Bcex. OH HE OMIANBIBAICA — BECH €r0
B30p ObUI IPUKOBAH K TPOIE, HA KOTOPOI CKOPO JI0JKHA ObLIa
00BABUTHCS 3TA APsHD. [10T cTpymIics 1o ero JIdy, ¥ OH TO U AEJI0



CMaxMBaJl €ro ThIJILHOM CTOPOHOM JIAJJIOHU, HO BJlara BCE paBHO
3aJIMBaja rj1a3a, CMEIIMBAasCh C UCTIAPUHOI.

Jluro y Jlyapa ObU10 y3KO€, C 3a0CTPEHHBIM TTOAOOPOIKOM U
BBICOKUM JIOOM, OOpaMJIEHHBIM TEMHBIMU, BJIAKHBIMU OT KCIa-
PUHBI TIPSISIMU, — HE BOMHCTBEHHOE, a CKOpee 3aAyMYHBOE,
KPEeCTbSIHCKOE, ITPUBBIKIIIEE IIypUThCs OT conHua. [1aza ero, ce-
pble, C TEMHOM KallMOM, celvac IIAAEIN KECTKO, XOT PYKH,
C)KMMAaBIINE CEPII, YyTh 3aMETHO APOKAIH.

Jlyap He ObLT BOMHOM; 32 CBOIO KM3Hb MAKCUMYM, KOTO €MY
JOBOAMJIOCH YOUBaTh, — Kypbl. HUKOr1a OH He CTpeMuJICs CTaTh
COJIIATOM, CaMa MBbIC/Ib, UTO TPUIAETCS JIMIIAThH KU3HU JIIOJCH,
Ka3ajach eMy AMKOU. B pyke OH c:kumal crapblid Ccepll, JOCTaB-
HIMIACA OT JAeAa. DTUM MHCTPYMEHTOM [IOJITME TOIbl Cpe3aiv
TOJILKO SIYMEHb U TIIIEHUITY, U BIIEPBBIE JIE3BUE MOIJIO OBITh UC-
MOJIb30BaHO 711 MHOTO. Ha KpecThsiHMHe Oblia JIErkas crapast
pyOailika, TajJuio CTArUBaJl KOXKaHbIA peMeHb, U MOJ] STUM PeM-
HEM OelIeHO KOJIOTUJIOCh Ceplie.

C Jlyapom nopasHsuicss CTUM — BBICOKUM, TUIEYUCTBIN APO-
BOCEK, C pbIKEBaTON OOPOJON U JIBICOW MAKYIIIKOM, OJiecTeBIen
npu cBete (pakesnoB. 3a MOSCOM Y HEro TOpUYasl YXOXKEHHBIM TO-
niop. CTuM, Kak 1 Bce BOKPYT, ObUT ITPEUCTIONTHEH J0JITa U CTpaxa.

— Jlyap, s... — HavaJs oH u moyecan 6opoxy. — S TyT 1o-
JyMaJ: a 4To, ecay Mbl He Haem e€? Tel yBepeH, urto Capa BU-
neia e€ tam? U BooO1ie, 4yTo oHa Buaesa?

Jlyap misiHy;1 Ha Hero, ¥ B IJIa3ax ero Ha MUT OJIECHYJIa CTajb
OTYasHUSA.



— Pazymeercs, s Bepio eii! BoH 3a Tem xonmMom, 1o e€ cio-
BaM.

MBpIciieHHO OH J00aBuil: «Ecau ne naiioém? Tot ayuwe 6ol Oy-
MAn, Ymo 0enamsu, ecau Hauoem. .. »

Jlyap OTY€T/IMBO MOMHWII TO YTPO — JI0 MEJIbYANIINX JeTa-
nen. Bor ero :xxena Capa ¢ cbIHOM AJIEKCOM OTITPABUJIUCH 34 ATO-
Jamu. Cam OH OCTaJICS IoMa U TPUHSJICS] TOTOBUTD XJIEB K 3UME.
Jlen HaBaIMJIOCh MHOTO, U MY MTPOCTO HE MOT TIOMTU BMECTE C
ponHbIMU. [Ia 1 MECTHOCTb Y HUX CIIOKOWHAS1: HU BOJIKOB, HU JIU-
KHX CO0aK, HA pa300MHUKOB. CJIOBOM, OMACHOCTEH B UX Kpasix
HE BOJUJIOCH.

o 3Toro aHs.

Capa BopBaachk B XJIEB BCA B ciie3ax. E€ nmpekpacHble TEMHbIE
BOJIOCHI PACTPENAIIUCH, IUIAThE UCMIAYKAJIOCh IPsA3bI0. ZKEeHIMHa
yhajia Ha KOJIEHU Y BUENWIACh B €r0 HOTH, CKUMasi UX C TaKOU
CWJIOH, YTO HOI'TU BIWJIKUCh B KOXY CKBO3b TKaHb. OH TIIETHO
TIBITAJICS BBIBENIATh, YTO CTpsiciock. OHa He OTBevasia — e€ I71a3a
OBbLTM TIOJTHBI ykaca. TOJBKO CITyCTs JIBa Yaca, KOrja OHa CMOT-
Jia BBITOBOPUTH CJIOBa, Jlyap y3Has mpaBay. OH cpasy Opocuiics
coOMpaTh MECTHBIX MYXHKOB. bjiaro, o0bsACHATH MOUTH HE TIPU-
[IUIOCH: BCE 3/1€Ch OBLIA OIHOMN OOJIBIIION CEMbBEN.

— Mo¥ CBIH... — BBIIOXHYJ OH, Y TOJIOC €r0 COPBAJICS Ha
HIENOT. — ...y 9TOU TBapH.

Capa ocrasach y apyrux xeHiud. HukoMmy u3 HuX He paspe-
WY UATU C My’)kurMHaMu. 7KeHa 1 He nbITanach — y He€ oMy-
TUJICS] PACCYHOK.



Cepauie Jlyapa paspbiBasiock. C OqHOM CTOPOHBI, OH XOTel 00-
HATH CYTIPYTY, HO ¢ Apyrou. .. Ero manbunk! Manenskun Anekc!
OH BCIIOMHMJT €10 YJIBIOKY, €T0 IJ1a3a, MOX0XKUe Ha MAaTepUHCKUE,
Y YTO-TO BHYTPHU HET0 000PBAJIOCh.

CtrM yMOJIK M BEpHYJICS K OCTaJbHBIM. [[poBocek cTail uTo-
TO FOBOPUTH MM, HO CJIOBA He J1oj1eTaiu 1o yieu Jlyapa. OH ciibl-
11aJ1 TOJIbKO IIYM KPOBHU B yIIax U JaJIEKUI 3BOH COOCTBEHHOTO
cTpaxa.

[porieccust mpoaBuranack Beé aajpiie. M yem Ommke censiHe
NOAXONW/IM K LIEJH, TEM THILIE CTAHOBWIMCH pa3roBophl. [laxe
IIark CTajd OCTOPOXHEE, CIOBHO OHM OOSUTUCH Pa3OyAUTh camy
3eMJII0.

Bort u3-3a xonma nokazaiuchk Jiyuu cBeta. M 31o ObuT He JIyH-
HBIN.

Myxuunsl nputuxiau. Teneps Jlyap cibliman ux AbIXaHUEe —
XPUILIOE, MPEPHIBUCTOE, KAK y 3aTHAaHHBIX 3Bepei. Bee Oosiich,
Jla ¥ OH caM — OOJIbIIe APYTHX.

ApKa cTosifIa B LIEHTpE TOJISTHBI, ¥ OHA ObLTa HEMPaBHJIBHON
— He TOM, YTO CTPOAT Jiioau. J[[Ba MacCUBHBIX CTON0A U3 TEM-
HO-CEpOoro, Mo4YTH YEPHOTro KaMHsl, C MPOXKUIKAMH, MOOIECKU-
BaBIIMMU OArpsiHIIEM, YXOIWJIN BBEpX, MOAJEPKUBAS TSIKETYIO
nepekaaaray. KaMeHp Kazajics 4yKJIpIM 9TOM 3eMJIe — €ro He
BCTpeYay B 3[EIIHMX Kapbepax, OH He ObLI MOXOX HHU Ha rpa-
HUT, HA HA U3BECTHSIK, CKOpee — Ha 3aCTBhIBIIYIO JIaBy, HO Oe3
€IMHOM TOPBI, TJIAJJKUI 1 XOJIOIHbIN, KaK JIE. Bcio MoBEpXHOCTh
BpAT MOKPHIBATN CUMBOJIBI — TITyOOKHE, YETKUE, CIIOBHO BBIpe-



3aHHbIE JIy4OM, a He pe3ioM. OHU NeperieTaIuCh B 3aTei/IBbIe
y30pbl: KPYT'Hl, pa30pBaHHbIE 3UT3ard, BOJHUCTBIC JIMHUH, KOTO-
pbie TIPY JIOJITOM B3IJIsJIC HAYMHAIIU Ka3aThCsl JKMUBBIMU, JIBUXKY-
IIUMHKCS 10 KAMHIO.

Mesxay cToioaMu BHCEIO 3epKajio — He CTeKJITHHOE, He BOI-
HOE, a Kakoe-TO TeKydJee, rycToe, moxoxkee Ha pryTb. OHO He OT-
paXkaso MOJISAHY U MY)KYMH TIO-HACTOSIIEMY — JIMIITh UCKAKEH-
HBIE CHJTY3ThI, Pa3MbIThIe TEHU, 4 MHOT/IA B €r0 NIyOnHe MejlbKa-
JIM OYEepPTaHHUsI, KOTOPBIX 3/1eCh He ObUTO: OAIlIHU, TOPBI, YYyKOe
He00. IMeHHO 13 Hero OuJI roTyOOBAThIN, XOJIOIHBIN CBET — HE
’KUBOM, HE TEIUIBIN, OH HE Pa3TOHSIT MPaK, a CKopee 3aMeHs1T ero
JIPYTUM, 9y)KUM, OT KOTOPOTO MO KOXe OekaIi Mypaliku, a BO3-
JyX CTAaHOBWJICS TATYYHUM, KaK MaToKa.

OT apku UCXOOWII e[Ba CIIBIIIHBINA Tyl — HU3KWMA, BUOPU-
PYIOIIMI, MOXOKUK HA OTAIEHHBIM MEPE3BOH KOJIOKOJIOB MO
3emui€i. TpaBa BOKpYr He€ Mokyxja v modypesa, XOTs Ha Beer
OCTaJILHOU TIOJISIHE CTOsIIa TycTasl 3esieHb. Kazanoch, BpaTa Bbl-
CaCBIBAJIN KWU3Hb U3 3€MJIM, OCTABJISISI BOKPYT ceOs JIUIITb MEPT-
BBIA KPYT, B KOTOPBI HUKTO HE PEIIaJICs CTYIUTh.

B aTOM MEpPTBOM Kpyre, B MOXYXJIOM TpaBe, CTosia OHA. BhI-
cokasi, rTHOKasi, ¢ TeKyJel rparuei IMKoii Komku. YEpHble Boso-
Chbl, IIaJKUE U OJIECTAIINE, HUCTAJAIN 10 TAJIUU U IIECBEIUINCH
6e3 Berpa, cioBHO *kuBble. Koxa e€ Owuta apdoporo-Ore-
HOW, TIOYTH MPO3payHOi B romyOoBaToM cBere Bpar. JIumo —
Oe3yIpeyHoe, HeueJIOBeUeCKH KpacHBoe, HO IIaBHOE — IJla3a:
OTPOMHBIE, (PHOJIETOBBIE, TIEPETUBAIOIIMECS] OT CUPEHHU IO CJIH-



BBI, C ICKpaMH B INTyOMHE, B KOTOPBIX MOXHO OBUIO YTOHYTb. T5-
JKEJIOE YEPHOE IUIATHE CTPYUIIOCH U MIEPEIMBAJIOCH, PACILIUTOE 30-
JIOTOM, ¥ OT HETO MCXOAWJI CTPAHHbIN 3arlax — CBEKEU JIMCTBBI,
BJIQXKHOW 3EMJIM U CJIQIKOBATOM FHUJIM, C XOJIOAHBIM METAJUINYE-
cKkuM TipuBKycoM. OHa y/IbIOHYIaCh — IIMPOKO, OOHAXAsT POB-
HbIe 3yObl, — HO B YJIBIOKE He ObUIO TeIlIa: TOJBKO CIIOKOWHAS,
yBEpEHHasl CUJIa.

Psanom c Hen crosan ero Asiekc. Maspuuk ciyial, 4ro oHa
emy roBopuia. TEMHbBIE BOJIOCH — KaK y MaTepu, XyJooa — ot
otra. [TapeHs ObLT BHICOK [T CBOMIX JIET, HO BCE eIIE He OCTa-
BaJI JJa)e JI0 MOJIOBUHBI OTLIOBCKOro pocta. Ha otua oH gaxke He
B3IJISHYIL

— Aunekc! — kpuknya Jlyap. — Auieke, uau crona!

Pe6GEHOK He IIeTOXHYJICS.

— Cxeub BeapMy! — 3aopayii u3 tosmbl. OcTaibHble MOM-
XBAaTUJIU TYJIKMM 9XOM.

Crpax ckoBais teno Jlyapa. OH BOPYr OCO3HaJI, Kakyw IJIy-
NIOCTh OHH BCE TBOPAT. EMy 10BOAMIIOCH CiiblmaTh 00 9THX CO-
3JaHUSX U3 MIPEJaHu, U OH 3HAI: YOUTb €€ MPOCTOMY CMEPTHO-
My He of cuity. [la oH pocTo NpUBEN JIIOAEN HA CMEPTH !

Jlyap He ycries1 OHOMHMTBCS, KaK TOJIMa OTTECHUJIA €0 B CTO-
pony. Ternepb He OH KOMaHJOBAJI — €ro0 MPHUKA30B OOJbIIE HE
ciymany. B ux rmazax 3aKriuch xkaxaa youiicTBa u. . . aT4HOCTb.

— Her! — 3akpuyas oH, HO roJI0C YTOHYJI B TOIOTE U PEBE.

Ceer (pakenoB 3aruisgcan o JMLaM, CO3/1aBas KOHTpAcT C
BE€/IbMUHBIMU BpaTaMHU.



Jlyap punyncs Bmecte ¢ myxkukamu. Ho oH He xoTen youBarhb
— OH XOTeJI 3alIUTUTh CBOETO ChIHA OT HUX. B Takoi Hepa3oe-
pYIXe MaJIbuMKa MOTJIM 3apyOHTh 32 KOMITQHUIO.

['ynkuid cMex nepekpbll nryM tosmbl. CMestiach BenpMa. Ha
MTHOBEHHE OHA 3ameplia, CKJIOHHMB TrOJIOBy HaOOK, M OKHMHYJA
TOJIITY ME/IJIEHHBIM, N3y4YalOUIUM B3IVISI0M — KaK XUIIHUK, BbI-
Oupartomuii xeptBy. TurimHa qnaack JUib MUr, HO Jlyapy mo-
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA JINJIaCh BEYHOCTb.

[MepriM Ha He€ Opocwmiicsi CTUM — pa3MaxHYJICS TOMOPOM,
uesd B miedo. Beapma paxe He nporHyna. OHa CKOJB3HYJIA B
CTOPOHY, Y TOIOP Paccek IyCTOTy, a €€ MaJIblibl, yKE MpeBpa-
TUBIIKECS B HOXXEBUIIHBIE KOT'TH, C JIETKOCTBIO BOIILIM B IPYIb
npoBoceka. CTUM OXHYJ U PyXHYJI Ha KOJIEHU, HE YCIeB MOHSITh,
yTO npousonuio. Cinenom KuHyIMch JIpouc u crapbiii DaBapn
— o0a ¢ BuIamMu HaniepeBec. BeapMma paccmesinach U, KpyTaHyB-
IIMCh BOJYKOM, Mepepe3ana 00OMM Topiio OJHUM JABUKEHUEM.
KpoBb Opbi3HYyIa HAa MOXKYXJIYIO TPaBy, U Tejla OCENN, KaK CKO-
IIICHHBIE CHOTIBI.

B omHO MrHOBEHME OHa CJIOBHO OKaszajach Nosciony. Pa3b-
SIpEHHbIE KpecThsiHe Opocayiuch Ha Heé ¢ (pakenamu, Halesich
OMNaJIUTh U PAHUTh TBAPb, HO YAPOJIENKa UTPAI0YM YKJIOHSIACh OT
yaapoB. E€ HexHble ManbLbpl IPEBPATUINCh B IJIMHHbBIE KJIMHKH.
[Mono6HO BUXPIO KONAYHBSI HOCUJIACh MO KPYTy U CO CMEXOM BOH-
3aJla uX B Tesa Jiuoged. BenapeiBasa skMBOTHI, epepesaa IIoT-
KM, ¥ KPOBb OpbI3rajia Ha e€ 4€pHbI MENK, Jeias ero OarpoBbIM.

B Bo3ayxe nomibut 3anax cmeprtu. JIoau Kpudyaiy U CTOHAIHN.



Jlyap nibiTasncst mpoouthesi K chiHy. OH U He yMas 100upaTh-
Cs1 1O BeJIbMbl — BCE €r0 MBICITU OBUIH TOJIBKO 00 AJIeKce.

Manbumk CTOsiT1 y Bpar W, He Moprasi, CMOTpeJI Ha 3Ty OO¥i-
Hi0. Ero py0ariika, B KOTOpPOi OH YTpOM BBIIIIEN U3 IOMa, Terepb
MponuUTanach rps3pio U notoM. llltaHsl nopBavCh HA KOJIEHSIX.
PeGEHOK 4TO-TO C:KMMAa B KyJake, Ho Jlyap He MOT pasIiisiieTs,
YTO UMEHHO.

JIBax /bl €ro 4yTh He COMIIM C HOT TeJla 3HAKOMBIX C JIeTCTBA
MYK4YMH — cHadasa tesio CTrmMa, 3ateM Oe3KM3HEHHbIN MEeIoK,
B KOTOPOM OH € TpyaoM y3Hau JIelouca. Y nax sl Jlyap uyynom
yaepxaiicsi. OH nepeniaruBaj yepe3 HUX, Yepe3 uX KpoBb, U JIBU-
rajicsl BIEPE — TOJIBKO BIEPE/L.

— Auekc! [Noliném! — BBIKPUKHYJ OH, TIo10eras K ChIHY.

Manpunk cMoTpes ckBo3b otia. Ero mmaza... Yro ¢ Humu
crano? OHu oTpaxanu (pUoIeTOBOE CUSTHUE U ObUTM KAKUMHU-TO
mépteeiMU! Kyna noneBanuce Te 04M, YHACJ€IOBaHHbBIE OT Ma-
Tepu?

— Aunekc! — Jlyap noneitajcs B3sTh MaJIbYMKA 3 PYKY.

TyT, cOBHO BriepBble, peOEHOK yBUen otia. Ha kparkuii
MU €ro B3I/ c(POKyCMpOBaICs, U B HEM ITPOMEJBKHYJIO OT/AA-
JEHHOE y3HaBaHue. Ha Mur oH CHOBa cTasl TeM MajlbulKOM, KO-
Toporo Jlyap 3Hai.

— [Mana? — npoiuenTai MajbuuK, U B €ro rojioce AporHyJsa
HaJlexK1a.

A B cleyloluil MUT ¢ KPUKOM OH BOTHAJI UTO-TO OCTPOE B
OOK OTITy.



Jlyap oxHyn 1 ocen Ha TpaBy. OH CKOCWJI IVIa3a ¥ YBUJEII, UTO
u3 O0OKa TOPYMT JUIMHHBIA W30THYTHIA HOXK. MyKUrHA BBIIEPHYIT
€ro M 3aCTOHAJl — 3BYK BBIPBAJICS IJIyXOW, KUBOTHBIN. KpoBb
XJIBIHYJIA U3 paHbl, 3a71MBasi pyoOaIlKy v 3eMJII0 TIOJl HUM.

— Auiekc... 3a 4T0? — Ha IIa3ax OTUA BBICTYIIAJIU CJIE3BI.

Oum ManbYMKa CHOBA CTAJIM CTEKJISTHHBIMH.

Jlyap noBepHyJICsi U MOCMOTPEN Ha TO, YTO OCTaJIOCh OT TOJI-
nbl. BeapMma noduBasia nocnenHero — 3to 6bu1 daBapa. Ona co
CMEXOM M0J|/Ie1a OKPOBABJIEHHBIMU HOT'TSIMU €T0 TOJIOBY U pBa-
HYyJIa BBepX. XPYCT U CTOH CTUXJIM B TeMHOTe. [lonsiHa Oblia yce-
sTHa TeJlJaMu — €Tr0 COCe/IU, €ro JIpy3bsl, ero ceMbsi. Bce oHM Jsie-
’KaJIM HETIOABMIKHO.

Jlyap nexan B coocTBeHHOW KpoBU. OTHOW PYKOW OH 3aXkKH-
MaJl pBaHyIo paHy B OOKY, Ipyroi CKpeO Mo 3emJie, MbITasiCh Moj-
TAHYTh Teso. OH MPOIBUTAJICS MyUYUTEILHO MEJIEHHO — TPU-
XOIWJIOCH €IE U OrudaTh rpy/bl TPYIIOB HEKOTAA OTHOCE/IbYaH.
OH He 3HaJ1, 3a4eM MON3ET, HO KaKasi-TO YacTh €ro ynpsmo JIBU-
rajiach BIIEpE.

BenpMma npucesia Ha KOPTOUKH M OOHsIIa MajibunKka. E€ omex-
Jla TIPOMUTAJIACH KPOBBIO: TUIAThE U3 YEPHOTO CTAIO OAPIOBBIM.
AJiekc oKauuBaj TOJIOBOM M UTO-TO OTBEYaJl el — Hepa3oop-
YUBO, CJIOBHO B TIOJIyCHE.

— Her! — npomentan Jlyap. — ITponry, Her.

Yaponenka misiHy1a Ha HEro, 3aTeM MOATOJKHYJIA MaJIbYMKa



K BpaTam. ToT, He 0OepHYBIIMCH, HAMPaBUJICSI K HUM. Mur — u
TeJI0 peOEHKa MOIIOTUIIA 3epKayIbHAS TJIa/ib. BCIIbIKa — W OH
UCue3, CIIOBHO €ro HUKOT/Ia U He ObLIO.

— Her! — nonwrtainics 3akpuyats Jlyap, HO BbIpBaJICS JIMILIb
XPUIUIbIN Kaiesb. M3 11a3 XJIbIHYJIM CE3bl, CMEIIUBAsICh C KPO-
BBIO Ha €rO0 JIMILIE.

Benpma Berana v npubnu3miack K Hemy. E€ moxoaka Obuia
rpaiyo3Ha — TaKkoU Mo3aBu10Bau Obl Koposiu. OHa cTyrasa rno
TeJaM, He oOpallasi Ha HUX BHUMAHUs, U OCTAHOBWJIACH MPSIMO
nepel HUM.

— Tbl 04eHb KpacuBbIN MyKYMHA, — MPOMOJIBUJIA OHA U WT-
pUMBO TIpOBeJia MajblieM MO OKpOBaBJieHHbIM rydam Jlyapa. —
TOJBKO MO3TOMY ThI €HIE KHB.

— Ortkypna ThI B3s71aCh?

KongyHbss ycMexHynach W BblpsiMuiiack. [locMotpena Ha
BpaTa — Ha UX YEpHbIE KAMHHU, Ha MEPLAIOIIYIO I1afb.

— DTOT MUP CKOPO TMepecTaHeT ObITh BAIllUM, — OOBSIBUJIA
OHA M KOCHYJIaCh KaMHeH ¢ cuMBOoJIaMd. OT €€ NaJIbLEB 110 HUM
noOexanu (puoneToBble UCKpPHl. — ¢ mpuIUia ciofa HeJaBHO.
Bpara sBunuck co MHOM. OUyeHb CKOPO BCE NMEPEMEHUTCS.

Jlyap mombiTascst BCTaTh, U C HEUMOBEPHBIM TPYIOM €MY 3TO
ynanochk. Horu enBa nepxkanu, a paHa B OOKy 3aITy/IbCHpOBajia
00J1bI0, OT KOTOPOH MOTEMHEJNO B IJ1a3ax.

— Moii cbIH... — BbIJaBUJI OH. — Bephu ero. Ymorsio. 3a-
Oepu MeHs !

— Oox! — paccmesnace BeipMa, M CMEX €€ pa3HECCS Haf



MyCTOM NoyisiHOM. — BepHyTh TeOe ero s He mory, mpoctu. Ho
OfIHY YCJIyTY 32 HEOOJIBIIYIO 1Ty s MOTY OKa3aTh.

— ... Cpenaio BcE... BepHu... ero.

[omyn n€rkuii BeTepok. Bosocel BeibMbl B3BMETHYJIUCh, U OHA
CMaxHyJa Mpsijib C JIMLA, OTKPbIBAasl MPEKPACHbIE YEPTHI B30OPY
Jlyapa. Ha Mur ona nokasaiach eMy IIOYTH aHTE€JIOM.

— OpHaxJpl, — Havyasla OHa, ¥ ToJIOC €€ CTajl 3ayMUYMBbIM,
— TBOM CbIH [TOCITYKUT BEJIUKUM LeJIIM. MaJIbuiK CMBIIILIEHBIN,
oueHb yMHbII. EMy noHpaButcst B Mupe 3a rpanblo. OaHako s
pelira IaTh ero OTIy IaHc crnacTu pedbénka. M nonpory 3a 3to
CYIIYI0 MaJIOCTh!

— Yro... yrogso...

Ouu BeibMbI OntecHy . OHa 00TM3HYJIa I'YOBI, CJIOBHO POOYst
Ha BKYC €ro oryasiHie. Korru, KoTopeIMU OHa Tak pacrpaBUIach
C TOJINOM, UCYE3ITH, HO PYKH MO-TIPEKHEMY OCTABAIMCH B KPOBU
— TEIJION, YYKOU, YEPHOM B TYHHOM CBETE.

— Cyy1o MaJIoCTh, A e roBopio. Bcero-To oqHy MajieHbKy10
JyILy.

Jlyap 3acroHan u kuBHYJI. CTOSITHh CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TpyJAHEE
C KaXJIoW ceKyHJ0i. Mup nepej rnazamu Kadyasicsi, Kak Kopaoib
B LITOPM.

— OmmyHo! — BeapMa XJIONHYJIA B JIAJOIM U TMOIOIILIA
BIUIOTHYI0. 3aTeM JIETOHbKO MOAXBATUJIA €r0 MOJ JOKOTh U MO-
Besa K Bparam. OT He€ MaxJio CBEkKeW JIMCTBOU U CMEPThI0 —
9TOT 3arax 3anoJIHWII €0 JIETKKUE, BHITECHASA BCE OCTAJIBHOE.

— V 1e0s OyaeT BO3MOXKHOCTb OTHICKAaTh MaJIbuMKa TaM. by-



JIeT HEerpocTo, HO Kyaa 6e3 atoro. Ha moucku s otBeny tede. ..
XM... ceMbcoT JeT. [lymato, XBaTUT, Kak curtaenis? Xa!

Jlyap He Mor otBeTuTh. B rmazax remueno. Mup kavancs. On
MOHMMAJ1, 4TO CKOpO YMpET. Kak OH BBIKMBET TaM, €CJIU YKe TO-
YTU MEPTB?

JInno ceiHa. .. Ajekc — caMmoe I0poroe, 4ro y Hero ectb. OH
u Capa... Oren nokJisiics cede, 4To BEpHET MaJIbUMKA K MaTepH,
gero Obl 3T0 HU cTomio. OH cesaeT 3To.

Jlyap yBuaen cBo€ oTpaxeHue B 3epKajibHOM raau. Vcka-
K€HHOE, ONemHoe, ¢ raa3aMu, MOJHBIMU yXkaca. A 3a CIHMHON
— B NPUMSTOM TpaBe — JECSATKU U3YBEUEHHbIX Tesl. Beapma
KpOMcaJla UX C HEe4eJI0BeUeCKON ObICTPOTON U KECTOKOCThI0. U
Agnekc... Pe6EHOK mTpocTo cMOTpe, He OTphbiBasich. Jlyap TOUuHO
9T0 BUAEN. V1 He MOHMMal — novyeMmy.

— 4 ympy, — nipoienTai OH, YyBCTBYSI, KaK XOJIO[ CMEPTH
MOJAHUMAETCs OT paH. — PaHa He NOo3BOJHT. ..

— Oox, 00 TOM HE BOJHYWCSI, — YJIBIOHYJIACh BeIbMa, U
y/IbIOKa e€ OblTa XonogHee Houl. — $1 He 1am Tebe ymepeTb, Mo-
Ka Thl HE pacIUIATUIIIbCS. A Tenepb marai!

Omna ToJNKHYyJ1a ero B BpaTa. B nmio ygapui xomnoa, 1 Mup 1e-
peBepHyJics. [TocnenHiM 3ByKOM, KOTOPBIH ycbiiai Jlyap, Obit
MIPOH3UTEbHBI CMEX BEABMBI, PA3AUPAOIIMM TUIIMHY HA 4Ya-
CTH.

«Bcé monvko HauuHnaemcs!»— nporpeMesio B rojioBe, U ThMa
TMOIJIOTHJIA €r0 CO3HAHUE.



I'maBa 1

Hoxap 6apadaHui 10 TJOOOBOMY CTEKJTY CTapeHbKOoro «Pop-
nOa» Mapu — MOHOTOHHBIM, HACTOMYMBBIN, KaK 4ykast OOJb.
CkopocTb OblTa TIOZT BOCEMBIECAT KIJIOMETPOB B Yac — HE CKa-
3aTh YTOOBI CMEpTeJIbHASL, HO M HE uepernaiiibsi, 1 Mapu To u Je-
JI0 ToryIsiAbIBaia Ha vackl. OHa omaspiBaia, U U3-3a 3TOrO WH-
CTUHKT CAMOCOXPaHEHHUs Jajl COOM.

AcdanbT Orecten oT AOXK/s, PEBpaIasich B CKOJIb3KOE 3ep-
KaJIo, a COCHbI M0 00€ CTOPOHBI TPACCHI CMBIKAJICh HAJl TOJIOBOM,
co3aaBasi TEMHBIN TOHHEIb. B casioHe rmaxJjio crapsiM IJIAaCTUKOM,
MOKPOU KYPTKOU U TOH OCOOEHHOM CHIPOCTHIO, KOTOpast MPOOH-
paercsi B MalMHy 4epe3 Jooble miend. Mapu Mo€Kuiach, XoTs
neyka padoTajia Ha MOJHYI0 MOIIHOCTb.

— Ha! Ha! da, bapn! — roBopuia oHa B TpyOKY, BXKHMast
TenedoH miedoM B yxo. — I Bc€ 310 3Haio u 6e3 Tebds!

Bectr ogHOM pyKoii ObLIO HE CIOKHO, HO MAaHEBPUPOBATH TIO
MOKPOI1 Jlopore — 3aj1a4a He U3 Jerkux. Koraa-To gaBHo otent
Hay4uJI MOJIoylo Mapu BOOUTb, HO C Te€X MOP MPAKTUKU MOUYTH
He OBbUIO, U TEerepb OHA OCTaJlach C TEMU K& HaBBIKAMU, YTO U B
BoceMHaAaTh. OHa cXkaja pyib Kpermde, YyBCTBYsI, Kak BHOpa-
1Sl MOTOpa NiepeaéTcs B JIQJIOHU.

— bapn! 4 ycnewo Ha 3Ty KOH(epeH1UIo, He HaJJ0 MHE BCE
MIOBTOPSITH TIO BTOPOMY Kpyry!

Ona Morua Obl BBIEXaTh paHbIlle, HO TOT/IA €€ YIeHUKH OCTa-



Jmch Obl Oe3 MOATOTOBKM K BBIMYCKHOMY. A padoTa ¢ JeTbMu
ObL1a /17151 He€ caMbIM BaKHBIM B XKM3HU — OHA TOTOBA ObLIa Ha
BCE, JIUIIIb Obl y HUX BCE CJIOKMIOCh. Mapu MPOCTO He MOTJIa X
nozaectd. OHa BCIIOMHMJIA JIMIIA CBOMX YUYEHUKOB, UX CMEX, UX
BOMPOCHI, U BHYTPHU CTaJIO TEILJIEE, XOTS 32 OKHOM JIMJI XOJIOIHBIN
JOXKIb.

['me-To B HeOe MPOrpoxoTas rpoM, M Haji IOPOTOM MOJIBIXHYJIA
MOJIHUSI — HACTOJIBKO SIpKasi, YTO HA MTHOBEHHUE CTaJIO CBETJIO,
kak gHéM. Tpacca cBopaurBajia B CTOPOHY, YXOJIs BIJTyOb Jieca,
Y B CBETE MOJIHUU JEPEBb Ka3AJIUCh YEPHBIMU CKEJIETAMHU.

— baaapn! — nporanysna Mapu u 3akaruia miasza. bpocuna
Tesie(pOH Ha CUJIEHBE U COCPEIOTOUMIIACH HA JIOPOTE.

CkoibKo ermg oH OyaeT e€ noctaBath? 3BOHWI yKe B MSTHIHA
pa3. OHa Opana TpyOKy TOJIBKO IOTOMY, 4To bapma Obu1 e€ pyko-
BOZIMTEJIEM Ha BTOpoil padote. Korna tenedoH 3a3BOHMI B Iiie-
cToil pa3, Mapu, 4epThIXHYBIINCh, CHOBA B3sJ1a €T0.

— Mapwu, Tb1 MeHs crbimmiib? Mapu! — paznancs B TpyOke
obecriokoeHHbIl rojioc bapna.

— Capity, cbiiy ! — orpesasa oHa, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT MOJI-
HUs1 TIOJIBIXHYJIA C HOBOW CUJIOM — M Mapu Kpaem I1a3a 3aMe-
TUJIa IBUKeHUe Ha nopore. Yesnosek. [Ipsamo nepen Heit. Boico-
KW, TEMHBIA CHIIy3T, MOKPBIE BOJIOCHI, Pa3BEBAIOIIAECS Ha BET-
py. OH CTOs1 HENOABUKHO, KaK U3BasiHUE, U B 3TOM ObLJIO 4TO-
TO HEMPABUJIBHOE, HEECTECTBEHHOE.

— T'ocionu! — BBIpBaIOCh y HEE, ¥ TPyOKa BbINAIA U3 PYKH,
YAAPUBILHXCH O KOJIEHO U YJIETEB IO/ CUJICHBE.



WHcTHHKT cpaboTan ObICTpee MBICIH: OHA PE3KO BBIBEPHYJIA
pPYJb B CTOPOHY, 0Obe3xkasi purypy. 3aji MalldHbl TOBEJIO TIO
MOKpoMYy acanbTy, TOKPHIIIKHA B3BU3THYJIM — MPOH3UTENBHO,
OTyasiHHO. Mapu BUENWJIach B PYyJib, IIBITASICh BHIPOBHSATh, YYB-
CTBYs1, KaK a[JpeHAINH KKET BEHbl, HO aBTOMOOWJIb HE CITyIIIA-
cs1. B cnenyiomee MraHoBenue «®opa» ¢ ryIkum yaapoM Bpe3a-
Csl B COCHY.

Ha mur oHa orenenena: rpoxoT MeTajuia, 0oib OT peMHS,
BITUBILIETOCSI B TPY/b, 3BOH pa3OMTOro crekja. Bo3myx Harosn-
HWICS 3araxoM OeH3WHA W MaJIEHON MpoBOIKH. W oiHa MbICITb:
«S1 ceituac ympy». Cepprie OellieHO KOJIOTUJIOCh, Tiepe] Iia3a-
MHU IUJIbUIY MISITHA — KPAaCHbIE, OPAHKEBBIE, CJIOBHO KTO-TO pa3-
6un poHapb BHYTpH e€ royioBbl. Ho Korya nap u3-moj Karora Ha-
YaJl 3aTATMBaTh TPECHYBIIIEE CTEKJIO, OHA MEJIJICHHO BBIIOXHYJIA
¥ TIOHsJIa — ’kuBa. TeJo Ipoxaio, JbIXxaHhe COMJIOCh, B YIIaxX
CTOsUI 3BOH, HO OHA ObLIa KUBA.

«Bot 310 2 ycnena Ha KOH(EpeHIUI0», — MEJIbKHYJIO B IO-
JoBe. Mbicib OblTa 10 abcypaa CIIOKOMHOM, 1 9TO CIIOKONCTBHE
Harmyrajo e€ OoJblile, YeM caMa aBapus.

Mapu otcrernynach U ¢ TpyAoM OTKpbUIa aBepb. CBexecTb
COCHOBOTI0 Jieca yJapuJja B JIMIO, CMEIIMBAsICh C 3allaXOM MaJje-
HOW MMPOBOJKH U TOpsiyero Merasuia. Joxap xyiectai o Juiy, u
OHa Ha MTHOBEHHE 32KMYPHJIACh, YYBCTBYSI, KAK XOJIOIHbIE Karl-
JI CMEIUBAIOTCS C TIOTOM Ha JI0Yy.

Omna BbINILIA ¥ 000IIIJTa MAITMHY — TIOBPEXIeHUsT ObUIN Ce-
PbE3HBIMU: KAIOT CMSAT, PaguaTop MPOOUT, U3-TIO]] HEro TeKJia



TEMIast KUJIKOCTh, CMEIIMBAsICh C A0KIeBOU Bogoil. Ho, cyns mo
BCEMY, aBTOMOOWJIb €Il¢ MOKHO ObUTO criacTu. [lotom mogHsia
TOJIOBY M IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha JJOPOTYy.

Tam, Ha MOKpoOM accasibTe, Jexkal TOT caMbli yesoBek. OHa
roroBa ObUIa IMOKJIACTHCA, YTO oObexasia ero! Ho oH Jiexxasn Herno-
JBVIKHO, U ceppiie Mapu ¢Kajioch OT JIeISTHOTO MTPeaYyBCTBUSI.

Omna nodexaina k Hemy. Horu emié tpscivch nociie nepexu-
TOrO yKaca, JIO%/Ib XJIECTaJI B JIUIIO, ¥ OHA NOYTH HE YyBCTBOBA-
JIa X0JIofla — TOJIBKO TJIyXOW CTYK coOcTBeHHoro cepana. OHa
yIajia Ha KOJIEHH PsIIOM C He3HAKOMIIEM U TIepeBepHYJIa ero Ha
CIHHY.

Kpaem r11a3a oHa 3aMeTIa, 4TO TpaBa BOKPYT €ro Teja Io-
XKyXJ1a ¥ oOypesia, CJIOBHO KTO-TO BBICOCAJT U3 HEE KU3Hb, XOTS
Ha BCel OCTAIbHOM 000UYMHE OHA ObLIa 3eJIEHOH 1 COUHOI. Mapn
He TpyU/iajia 3TOMY 3HaYeHU T — CJIMIITKOM ObLjIa 3aHSITa CTPaXOM
u TpeBoroi. OHa cCMaxHyJ1a MOKpbIE BOJIOCHI C JIMIIA M HAKJIOHH-
JIach K HEMY.

[Nepen Helt ObLT IOHOIIA JIET CEMHAIIIATH — BBICOKUM, XYI0-
IIaBbIA, C Y3KUMH TIJIeYaMU ¥ JUIMHHBIMUA HOTaMH, KOTOpBIE, Ka-
3aJI0Ch, HE TTOMECTUJIMCH Obl Jake Ha OOJLHUYHOM Koiike. Ero
YEpHBIE, CITyTaHHBIC BOJIOCHI CIIAJIAJIH TTOYTH JIO MOsICa, TPS3HBI-
MU TIPSISMU 3aKPbIBast IO — OHY BBITJISJICSN TaK, OYITO X
HE CTpUIIM MHOrue rojbl. [Ipu 3TOM Ha MomOOpoaKe He ObLIO
HU HaMEKa Ha pacTUTEIbHOCTh — TOJILKO OJIe/IHASA, TIOUTH TPO-
3payHast Koxa. YepTsl JIla y HEro ObUTM MPAaBUJIBHBIMU, JaXkKe
KPaCHUBBIMU: TOHKUH HOC, YETKO OYePUEHHBIE CKYJIbI, ITYCTh U 3a-



MaBIlMe OT WCTOIIEHUS, U TYObl C e[JBa 3aMETHOUM rOyOU3HOM,
Kak y Tex, KTo 1071ro Obut Ha xomnozae. M on 61 xomogabM. Ko-
r1a Mapu KOCHYJIach €ro IieKu, YTOObl OTBECTH MOKpBIE MPSIIH,
OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO €ro KOXka MOYTH JIe[[sTHasl, XOTs BO3yX
BOKPYT He ObLJT TAKAM XOJIOJHBIM.

Ho 6onpiie Bcero Mapu nopasuiu ero riasza. Koraa ona or-
BeJIa MOKpBIE TIPSI/IN CO JIOA, BEKU MApPHS CJIerka MPUOTKPHUTUCH,
¥ OHA yBHJeNa UX — (PUONEeTOBbIE, YKUCThIE, CJIOBHO JAPArolieH-
Hble KaMHHU, Oe3 eIMHOTO BKparuieHust MHOro 11BeTa. OHU Ka3a-
JIMCh HEUYEJIOBEUECKMMHU, CBETAIIMMUCS B MOITyMpakKe, M B HUX
TUIeCKasiach Takas rIyOouHa, yto Mapu Ha MUT 3a0bUia, KaK Jbl-
maTh. DTO ObUIM HE MPOCTO KPACHBbIE INla3a — OHU CMOTpEU
Ha MHP C KaKOW-TO JIpeBHEH, OOIe3HEHHOW MYIPOCThIO, COBCEM
HE COOTBETCTBYIOIIEH I0HOMY Jvily. B HUX Oblia mycToTa, HO He
Ta, 9TO OBIBAET MOCJIE TPABMBI, & Ta, YTO OBIBAET Y T€X, KTO BUE
CJTUIIIKOM MHOTO.

A TMOTOM OHa OIMYCTWJIA B3IJIS/T HA €r0 PYKU M BCKPUKHYJIA.
Ot 3amsacTuil 10 Tied BCE ObUIO TMOKPHITO YKACHBIMH HIPAMAMHU
— JUTMHHBIMH, U3BUJIMCTHIMU, TTYOOKUMH, NEPECEKaBIIMMHU KO-
Ky BO BCeX HampaniieHUsix. HekoTopele nepepesanu BeHbI, 1py-
Tve 1M BOJb MBI, OyITO KTO-TO METOAWYHO, C JKECTOKOU
AKKypaTHOCTBIO, OCTaBJIsLT 3TH caefpl. [lpambl Obln cTapbiMu,
JaBHO 3aKMBIIMMH, HO KOe-TJie BUIHEach 3aneKIascs KpoBb,
CJIOBHO CBEME€ PaHKU IMOBEPX CTapbix pyoroB. Pyku Obutu xy-
JBIMH, C BBICTYTIAIOIIMMH CYCTaBaMH, M HA HUX He ObLIO HU eTU-
HOTO yJaCTKa HETPOHYTON KOXH.



Mapu nouyBcTBOBajia, Kak K TOpiay HOACTYNAeT TOLIHOTA.
Omna BHJes1a MHOTOE B CBOEH KWU3HHU, HO Takoe — BIiepBble. OHa
3acTaBuiIa ceOsl cienaTh ITyOOKHIA BIOX M OTBEJa B3IJISI.

— Y10 ¢ ToOO# nMpon3onuI0? — MpOIIeNnTala OHa, XOTs 3Ha-
JIa, 4YTO OH HE OTBETUT.

Pyku npoxanu He TombKo OT xonoma. OHa 3actaBmia ceds
HOTHSATHCS M, CIOTHIKASICh, TOOEXKaa K MallHe 3a TeJaeoHOM.
Tenedon Hamencs nox cusieHbeM, 3KpaH ObUT pa3OUT, HO pado-
Tasl. OHa HaOpana «112» apokaimumu majpliaMuy 1, TIOKa KJaa
OTBETa, CMOTpeJa Ha HEMOABUAHYIO (purypy Ha gopore. Hoxap
MPOJOIIKAJT XJIECTaTh, pa3MbIBasi Clle/ibl KPOBU Ha acarbTe.

B mammmHe ckopoii Ob110 TecHO M BiaxHo. [1axio nesnndex-
11eld, MOKPbIM TUIACTUKOM M TOH OCOOCHHOW OOJIbHUYHOW CTe-
PUJIBHOCTBIO, KOTOPAsi He NepeOuBaeT, a JIUIb MacKUpyeT Oosee
n1yOOKMe 3arnaxyu — KpPOBH, MOTa, cTpaxa. Mapu cuziena Ha OT-
KUJITHOM CHUJIEHbE, BIIETIMBIIUCH B IOPYUYEHb, M CMOTpEJIa Ha Map-
Hs. OH JieKasl Ha HOCWJIKaX HEeroOABMXKHO, MOYTH He JIbiia. J{pi-
XaHue ObLJI0 TAKUM POBHBIM, 4YTO Mapu Ha MrHOBEHME IOKa3a-
JIOCh — OH He AbIIUT BoBce. OHA HEBOJIHO KOCHYJIACh €T0 Py-
KM, TPOBepsisl, kKuB Jii OH. Koxka OblUta XOJIOTHOM, HO MyJTbC —
cnaOblil, HO POBHBIN — OWJICs o1 e€ nasyibiiamu. OHa He yOpasia
pyKy. Hoxap 6GapabaHuil MO Kpblllie, 1 B 5TOM MOHOTOHHOM II1y-
Me OBUIO YTO-TO YCIIOKaWBaollee ¥ OJHOBPEMEHHO Iyraioliee.
Ckopas Muaiach 1o MOKpo# gopore, u Mapu cMoTpena Ha Oniefi-



HOE JIMLIO HE3HAKOMIIA, YyBCTBY#, KAK BHYTPH HEE 3apPOKIAETCS
YTO-TO HOBOE€ — CTPAHHOE, TPEBOKHOE YYBCTBO OTBETCTBEHHO-
CTU MepeJ] STUM TOYTH HE KUBBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

B 6onpHuIie Mapu cuzena Ha TUIACTUKOBOM CKamMelKe B KO-
pUIOpe U CMOTpeJia Ha CBOM Tpsicyuuecs pyku. Eil nanu cyxyio
OZIekly Y TOpSTYMIA Yaid, HO OHAa BCE PABHO HE MOIJIa COTPEThCSI.
XoJon mpoOpascs BHYTPb, 1 HUKAKOKM Yaii He MOT €r0 BBITHATh.
B rosoBe KpyTUIMCh KaPTUHbL: MOJIHUS, TEMHBIA CUJTY3T Ha J10-
pore, ¢uoneToBble 1a3a, mpamel. 1 noxyxias tpaBa. CtpaH-
Hasl JieTayb, KOTopasi Ternepb BCIUIbIBAJIA B MaMSTH U 3aCTaBJIsA-
JIa 4yBCTBOBaTh ceOs1 HeJoBKO. OHA 3aKpbuia JIMIO JIAJ0HIMU U
r1yOOKO BeIIOXHYIA. [1axio GonpHMLe — ne3uHpeKmen, je-
KapcTBaMu, 4yskoit 6oblo. OHa HeHaBUjIeNa STOT 3amax.

— Mucc I'epran?

Omna nognsiia rosioBy. [lepen Helt CTOsIT BBICOKMI CeJ0BATHIN
Bpad B OesioMm xasarte. Y Hero ObUIO ycTajoe, HO BHUMAaTEIbHOe
JIMLIO, U OH CMOTpEJI Ha He€ C CMEChI0 MPO(PECCUOHAIBHOTO MH-
Tepeca U OecniokoiicTBa. OH MallIMHAJIBHO MOTEP MEPEeHOCHILY,
CJIOBHO 3Ta MPUBBIYKA CTaJIa JJIs1 HETO MOYTH PeIESKTOPHOM.

— 4 nokrop deppuk. Bel — Ta jKeHIMHA, YTO IPUBE3J1A Nap-
Hs?

— Jla, — KMBHYJIa OHA U BCTaJ1a, YyBCTBYS, KaK 3aTeKJI1 HOTHU.
— Kak on?

— JKug. [Ipumén B ceds1, HO HUYEro He IOMHUT. AMHE3HS.



— JleppuK Mokavaj roJIOBOM, M B €ro ToJIOCe MOCIBIIIAIACh HOT-
Ka TpeBOru. — Bce€ Tes10 B mpaMax, KOCTU CPOCIIACh HENTPABUIIb-
HO, CJIOBHO MX JiIoMaJiu MHOro pa3. M miaza... ¢uonerosse. A
TaKo€ BIEPBbIE BUKY.

— 4 Toxe, — Thx0 ckazana Mapu. — { He 3Hat, KTO OH. S
ero He cOMBaJIa, OH JieXKasl Ha IOPOre, KOTjIa s yxe Bpe3asiach.

JleppyK OCMOTpeJT Ha HEE I0JITMM B3[JISIIOM — B HEM 4YMTa-
JIOCh HEJIOBEpUE, HO OH TOJIbKO TMOKaJ IJIEYaMHU, U B ITOM KECTE
ObLJIa YCTATIOCTh Y€JIOBEeKa, KOTOPBI CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO€ BUJIEN.

— 4 Bpay, a He ciiegoBarenp, Mucc I'epran. Bl npusesnu ero
KUBBIM — M Ha TOM CIIacu0o0.

OH pa3BepHY/T UCTOPUIO OOJIE3HU U TOKayasl rOJIOBOM, BOMS
HaJIbIIEM IT0 CTPOYKaM, CJIOBHO IpoBepsisi ceOsl.

— VYV mnapHd MHOXECTBEHHBIE CTapble IMEPEIOMbI, MHOTME
CpOCJIHMCh HeTpaBuIbHO. Ha pykax u criiHe — rimyOoKue pyOIibl,
OCTaBJIEHHbIE OCTPbIM MpeaMeToM. [1o pacronokeHuio u xapak-
Tepy OHU He CllyyailHble, a CACTEMaTUUECKUE, HAHOCUIIUCH C UH-
TepBAJIaMH, CKOPEE BCETO, HA MPOTS’KEHUU HECKOJIBKUX JIET. DTO
HE pe3y/IbTaT HECUACTHOTO ciiydast. — OH noMomJan v JoOaBwl
TUIIIEe, C HOTKON HEMNO/JIEIbHOTO MHTepeca, KOTopas rpaHu4uIa
c onepxuMocThio: — U maza. .. puosnerossie. { 3a TpuaLIATh JIeT
MPAKTUKKU TAKOTO HE BUJEN. DTO HE MOAJAETCS MEJUIIMHCKOMY
o0bsicHeHu10. 1 ObI OUeHb XOTEJT MOHSATH, YTO C HUM ITPOU3OIILIO.
DTO He MPOCTO MEJUIIMHCKUI Cllydaid — 3TO 3arajika. 3Haere,
s JaXke He 3Halo, YTO HalucaTh B JuarHose. BriepBble B KU3HU
s pacTepsiH.



OH cHOBa NOTEP NEPEHOCHULLY, CIIOBHO 3Ta IMTPUBBIYKA TOMOI'a-
Ja eMy coOpaThCsl C MBICISMU. 3aKpbLT MANKy ¥ TOCMOTpPEN Ha
Mapu. B ero B3misiie untasach TpeBOra, KOTOPYIO OH TBITAJICS
CKPBITh 32 MPO(ECCUOHAIBHOM CIEPAKAHHOCTBIO.

— Eciu ero HUKTO He WINET, 3HAYUT, JIMOO OH HUKOMY HE
HYy’KeH, MO0 Te, KTO 3TO cliesall, He XOTAT, YTOObI ero HaILIH.

Mapu no6nennena. Crnosa [lepprka moBUcIu B BO3IyXe, Ts-
KENbIEe U XOJIOJHbIE, KAK MOKPAasl TKaHb.

— Yro no ero poaurensiM? — CIpOCUIIa OHa, CTapasiCh, UTO-
OBI TOJIOC HE JIPOTHYIL.

— HukTo ero He wier. Mbl 003BOHMIIA BCE TPUIOTHI, JIaJIN
00BsIBIIeHNST — Oe3pe3y/IbTaTHO.

Mapu 3amonyasia. OHa MOCMOTpeJIa Ha JIBEpPb IajaThl, 3a KO-
TOPOM JIeKaJI STOT CTPAHHBIH, M30UTHIN MapeHb. E€ BHyTpeHHuit
rosioc kpudai: «Tvl ¢ yma conuia? Y 1ebst paboTa, y4eHUKH, THI 1
TaK eJjBa CBOJUIIIb KOHIIBI C KOHIIaMu!». OHa npencraBuiia, Kak
OyaeT OOBSCHATH OIEKY COCesIM, HadyajbCTBY, KaK OydeT Tac-
KaTb €ro o BpayaM U pa3ouparbcs ¢ TokyMmeHTamu. Ho motom
OHA BCIIOMHUJIA €T0 I71a3a — IMOTEPSIHHBIE, PACTEPSIHHBIE, TOJ-
HbIE TaKOM OOJIM ¥ OIMHOYECTBA, UTO OT OJJHOU MBIC/IU y HEE CKa-
Jock cepaue. OHa MoYyBCTBOBAIA, KAK I7Ie-TO BHYTPU, B CAMOM
[TyOOKOM MeCTe AYIIH, MIEBETbHYIOCh YTO-TO MATEPHHCKOE, UTO
OHA CUMTAJIA IABHO YCHYBIIUM.

«51 He mory ero OpocutTh», — TOIyMaa OHAa, U T4 MBICIb
ObllIa He TPOMKOM, He PEIUTEIbHOM — OHA IPOCTO TMPHIILIA 1
OCTaJIach, KaK JI0K/Ib 32 OKHOM.



Omna nogHsia ma3a Ha Jleppuka v TBEPIO MPOU3HECHA:

— 41 BO3bMY €ro 1o oreKky, noka He HauAyTCsl POAHBIE.

Heppuk KuBHYJ. B ero B3risae MEIbKHYJIO YTO-TO TTOXOKEE
Ha YBaKCHHUE.

— Xopouo, — cka3ajl OH. — 1 OAroTOBIIIO TOKYMEHTHI.

Korna Mapu Bouuia B nanary, Anekc yxe He crian. OH cu-
JieJl Ha KOWKe, MOJKaB JUIMHHBbIE HOTW, U CMOTpPENl B CTEHy —
aOCOIOTHO HETIOABVIKHO, TOYTH Kak crtarys. [Ipu 3Byke miaros
OH Me[IJICHHO MOBEPHYJ rojoBy, 1 Mapy Ha MrHOBEHHE NoKa3a-
JIOCh, YTO €ro (PUOJIETOBBIE IJ1a3a CMOTPAT Ha HEE C Iyraroouien
SICHOCTBIO — 0e3 cTpaxa, 0e3 pacTepsiHHOCTH, TOJIBKO XOJIOJHOE,
OLIEHHMBAIOIIIEe CTIIOKOWCTBUE. B 9TOM B3misijie He ObLJIO HUYETO
YeJIOBEYECKOrO — TOJIbKO JIPEBHSIS1, BbIKKEHHAS ITyCcTOTa, U Ma-
pY IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK MO CITUHE TPOOexkas XOI0I0K.

OHa MOprHy/ia, ¥ BUJCHHUE UCUYE3Io. Teneps B €ro B3MISAC
ObLIa Ta ke TIOTePSIHHOCTh, YTO W paHbie. HaBepHoe, mpocTo
MOKA3aJI0Ch — TMOCJI€ aBAPUM BCE TUIBLIO MEepes] INIa3aMH.

— Kro 1e1? — cnpocuit oH. ['ooc 1porHysa, HO B HEM Obl-
Jla Kakas-To CTpaHHas, Iyraiouas poBHOCTb, CJIOBHO OH 3a/aBaJl
TOT BOIMPOC HE B TIEPBBII pa3 v 3HAJ, YTO OTBETa He OyJIeT.

— 4 Mapu, — MArKo CKaszajaa OHa, IPUCAKUBAACH HA CTYJ
psiioM ¢ KorKoi. OHa ctapanach ylabIOHYThCSI, HO YJIBIOKA BbIIILIA
HaTssHyTOM. — 1 crlacia teOs. Th texain Ha nopore.

OH cMOTpesnT Ha HEE HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I, TOTOM OTBEPHYJICS



K creHe. B ero mosmganuy ObLIO UTO-TO TSIKEJIOE, [IOYTH OCS3ae-
Moe.

— 41 e nomHI0, — npowenTtan oH. — Huyero. Tonbko ums.
Anexc.

— AJekc, — noBTopujia oHa. — A ponurtesu? Tl TOMHUIIb
ux? I'ne To1 xun?

OH HaxMypwuiics, CKaJl BUCKY JIAIOHAMU, U Mapu 3ametuia,
KaK MOJPArMBaloT ero Najblibl — OT HANPsIKEHUs] UM OT OO0,
OHa HE MOIJIa MIOHSITb.

— Her... — rosoc ero copBascs, 1 B 3TOM CPbIBE ITPOCKOJIb3-
HYJIO 4TO-TO Hacrosmee, — S mbiTaioch, HO HUYEro. TonbKO
TeMa. U 60b.

OH ckaJl pyKd B KYJIaKH, U IIIpaMbl Ha €ro NpeAruieubsx Ha-
NPATINCH, CTaB enié Oosee OTYETMBBIMUA. Mapu XoTea Koc-
HYTbCS €I0, YCIIOKOUTh, HO UTO-TO OCTaHOBUJIO €€. OHa He MorJIa
OOBSICHUTD TIOUEMY.

— He Hao, — tuxo ckasayia ona. — He 3acraBisi ce0d. Beé
BEPHETCS CO BPEMEHEM.

AJeKkc OonmycTr/I pyKY M CHOBA ITOCMOTpEJI Ha He€. B ero mia-
3ax ObUIa MycTOTa, HO Mapu BAPYT 3aMeTHUIa, YTO OH He MOpra-
er. Hu pasy 3a Bc€ Bpemsi pa3ropopa. 1o ObUIO HEeCTeCTBEHHO,
nouTH KyTKo. OHa OTBeNa B3I, YyBCTBYS, KaK IO CIIUHE CHO-
Ba MpoOesxaJl XONoJoK — 0oJiee CUJIbHBII, YeM B MPOIIUILIA pas.
W npixaHuie ero ObLI0 CIMIIKOM POBHBIM, IOYTH MEXaHUYECKUM
— 0e3 0OBIYHBIX MUK POJIBMKEHUH CITSIIETO YeIoBeKa.

— To1 MHE He BpElb? — cripocuit oH. ['ostoc ero gporuyi, u



Mapu nokazasoch, YTO yrOJIKH ero Iryd 4yTh 3aMETHO IEPHYIUCH
— He yJbIOKa, a YTO-TO MOXOKee Ha YCMEIKY, KOTOPYIO OHa,
HaBepHOE, POCTO NpuayMaia. — Thl ipaB/ia MeHs He ynapua?

— Her, — TBEpno ckazana oHa, crapasich, YTOObI FOJIOC 3BY-
yaJl yBepeHHO. — 1 Bujie1a Te0s1 Ha Iopore W IbiTajlach 0Obe-
xaTb. Thl BO3HHMK W3 ITyCTOTHI.

Ha ofHO MrHOBeHME — BCEro Ha MrHOBEHHE — B €ro IJ1a3ax
MEJIBKHYJIO UTO-TO OCTPOE, IOUTH XUITHOe. Mapu yBujiena B HUX
Ty e SICHOCTb, YTO M B TIEPBBIN pa3, U €€ bpIXaHue TepexBaTh-
J710. A 3aTeM CHOBa HACTYIIJIA MyCTOTa. Mapu 3amepia, MbITasiCh
MIOHATH, HE MOYYINJIOCH JI ei. Ho OH cMOTpes Ha He€ CITIOKOMHO,
Jaxe 0e33allMTHO, U OHa BbIIOXHYNA. [Ipocto ycranoctb. OHa
OYeHb yCTasa.

Ona poTsIHYJ1a PYKY, YTOOBI TIOTPABUTH €0 BOJIOCH, KaK ClIe-
nana Obl ¢ pe6€HkoM. OH He AEpHYJIcs, 1 Mapu pelnuia, 4to OH
MIPOCTO CJIMIIKOM cJ1a0, yToObl pearnpoBath. Ho Koraa e€ nasb-
Il KOCHYJIUCh €r0 BOJIOC, OHA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OHHM OBbUIM
BJIQKHBIMU U XOJIOMHBIMHU, XOTSI MPOIILIO YK€ HECKOJIBKO YacoB
C Tex Top, KaK OHa MpuBe3/a ero B OonpHUILY. W apixaHue ero
ObLJIO TAKMM POBHBIM, YTO OHA MOYTH HE CIIBIIIANA ero.

— 41 mozabouyck 0 Tebe, — ckazasia oHa. — XOpoIo?

OH nocMoTpelt Ha €€ PyKy, HOTOM Ha HE€ U MEJIJICHHO KUBHYII.
B ero B3msae He ObUIO HU O1aroIapHOCTH, HU TETIa — TOJIBKO
nycrota. Mapu rogymara, 4to Tak ObIBaeT MocIie TSKENION TpaB-
MBI, U HE CTaJIa 3allMKJIMBATHCS.

— Ortpixaid, — THUXO CKa3ajia oHa. — {1 psaom.



OH 7€r Ha NomyIIKy, OTBEPHYJICA K CTEHE M 3aKpbLI Ia3a.
Yepes MUHYTY AbIXaHHME CTAJIO POBHBIM — CIIMIIIKOM POBHBIM,
NOYTU MEXaHU4eCcKUM. Mapu nocuzena eme HEMHOTO, IVIAAs Ha
ero TEMHYI0 (pUrypy, 1 B rojIoBe y He€ KpyTHJIUCh OOPBIBKU: XO-
JIOIHBIN B3[JIs1]], OTCYTCTBME MOPraHusl, CTPaHHas YCMEILIKa, 10-
Kyxjiasi TpaBa, JefsHas koxa. OHa OblIa CIMIIKOM M3MOTaHa,
4TOOBI aHAMM3KPOBaTh. OHa BcTasa, GECITyMHO BBIIILIA U3 Maja-
Thl ¥ IPUCJIOHWJIACH CIIMHOM K XOJIOQHOM CTEHE KOPUIOpA.



I'maBa 2

Mapu oGepHynach u B3IsiHyAa Ha Anekca. [lapeHs crosin Ha
nopore €€ KBapTUPhl U C MOAO3PEHUEM OITISIAbIBAT MPOCTPaH-
CTBO, CJIOBHO I'OTOBBII B JIIOOOM MOMEHT 3amuiarscsi. Ero ¢u-
OJIETOBBIE IJ1a3a CKOJIB3WIM IO CTEHaM, M0 cTapomy HIKady, Mo
NBUILHOMY CEPBaHTY, U B 9TOM B3IJisi[ie ObUIO YTO-TO HACTOPO-
JKEHHOE, TIOUYTU 3BEPUHOE.

Omna BcrioMHWIA, KaK OH CMOTPEJT Ha TAKCH HECKOJIBKO YacoOB
Ha3a/l: I71a3a CTalyd KPyIJIbIMU, OyATO OH BUJEJ MAIlIMHY BIIEp-
Bble. OH coryacuics CecTb B HEE, HO BCIO JOPOT'Y CUAEN Ha Kpaio
CHJICHBSI, CKaB KYyJIaKH, U BEJ ceOs1 TaK, CJIOBHO B JTIOOOM MOMEHT
rOTOB OBUT OMTBCS 32 CBOIO XM3Hb. [Ipn 3TOM AJieKC TOCTOSH-
HO TepeOms1 OMHTHI Ha pyKax, CTapasiCh MOIMPABUTh MX, CJIOBHO
XOTeJI CTAHYTh MOBSI3KU U IIPOBEPUTH, HA MECTE JIU €r0 LIPAMBI.
OH He perazics 3TOro ciesnars pyu Hel, Ho Mapu 3aMeTnia, Kak
€ro MaJbIlbl CHOBA M CHOBA BO3BpAIIAIOTCS K Kpalo OMHTA HA 3a-
SCTBE.

Mapu nonoxuiia TpyoKy ¥ B3j1oxHys1a. [IpoGiem HaBasmioch
¢ M30BITKOM. J10 3TOTrO el TO3BOHWIIN U3 aBTOCEPBHCA U CKa3aJIH,
YTO JIErye KyIUTh HOBYIO MAlllMHY, YeM YMHHUTb CTapyl0 — JIBH-
rarejib — BCMSATKY, Ky30B HE IIO/IJIE)KUT BOCCTAHOBJIEHUIO. 3aMe-
yateJibHO. [la em€ u bapa: cyns o ero ToHy, €€ MOryT YBOJIUTh
3a pory koHpepeHmmu. [Tpuaércs nrcath MoAPOOHBIH OTYET O
TOM, IIOYEMY OHA HE SBWJIACH, U ONPABABIBATHCA NEPE]] Hadalb-



ctBoM. Emg nyune.

AJekca BbIITUCATA W3 OOJILHUIIBI HA CIIEYIONIee YTPO, U BOT
Terepb OHa MpUBeEJIa MapHs K cede TOMOIl.

JKuna oHa B JBYIIKE B IIEHTpe DI, OTKyJa J0 IIKOJIbI ObLIO
pyKoii mofath. PalioH TUXUii, €ciM HEe CUMTATD JKEJIE3HOW JTOPO-
I'¥l HETIOJAJIEKY, IO KOTOPOU TO M JIEJI0 MYaIKch noe3aa. Mx ryin
MHOTI/Ia COTpsicall CTeHbI, HO Mapu 1aBHO MPUBBIKJIA U HE 3aMe-
yasia. Myxka y He€ He ObUIO, a IoUb JaBHO Chexalla U Bejla co0-
CTBEHHYIO KM3Hb IIe-TO JJajieKo. Mapu He BUHMJIA €€ — BCE MO-
HuMaJsa. [JJous He 3BOHMJIA YK€ HECKOJIBKO JIET, & HA PEIKUE CO-
oOI1IeHrsI OTBevasa C JIETKUM ITpeHeOpekeHrueM, CIIOBHO Harlo-
MUHasi MaTe€pH, 4YTO TENEPb Y HE€ CBOSI KU3Hb.

— Hy, Anekc, — cka3zaia oHa Kak MOXHO OoJiee KU3Hepa-
JOCTHO, CTapasich MPOrHaTh ycranocts. — Kak Tede Moii 1om?
S mocemo Te0s B KOMHaTe Moel gouepu. [lymato, oHa He Oyaer
MPOTUB.

[Tapens orisigesncs, 3aTeM MEQJIEHHO TiepecTyrnui nopor. Ero
JIBVKEHU ST ObLT CKOBAHHBIMU — OH CJIOBHO TTPOBEPST KaXK bl
CaHTUMETP MOJa, NPekAe YeM MOCTaBUTh HOry. OH MOAOIIEN K
crapomy 1ikady, MPOBEN NAJILIIEM MO CTEKJISIHHOU Beplie, U Ha
MI'HOBEHHE €rO0 JIMIO 03apUJIOCh HETIO/IEIbHBIM YAUBIEHUEM —
Oy/ITO OH BIIEPBbIE BHJEI 3ePKAJbHYI0 TOBEPXHOCTh. 3aTeM OH
OTBEPHYJICSI M IOCMOTpEN Ha JocTpy. Takas ke crapasi, Kak u
Bcerna. E€ Bemai eme orenr Mapwu, korga-To JaBHO, M OHA MOM-
HUJIA, KaK B IETCTBE Pa3IisiapiBajia X pycTajibHble moaBecku. [1o-
YeMy-TO UMEHHO JIIOCTpa BbI3BaJIA y MAPHSA JOJITUN, U3YYAIOIINN



B3IUIAAZ. 3aTeM OH MOJAOLIEN K CTONY, HA KOTOPOM JIeXkaJla rase-
Ta, B3sJ1 €€ B PYKU U TIOBEPTEJI, pa3IisiAbiBas C 00ENX CTOPOH,
CJIOBHO 3TO OBLT HEBEIOMBIN apTeakT.

— A MOXXHO MHE JIpYro¥ NepraMmeHT? — CIpOCHJI OH, He MO/I-
HUMas 171a3. — S Obl XOTeT 03HAKOMUTHLCS ¢ MH(OPMAITUEH.

«[leprament? Hy 1 m1yTOukm».

— Hy, — npotsanyna Mapu, crapasich He TIOKa3biBaTh YIUB-
JeHusi, — O0I0Ch, NepraMeHToB y MeHs1 HeT. Ho ecTh Koe-uto
npyroe. Kommnbiorep nogoiaér?

AJlekc 03aJaueHHO BBITHYJ OPOBb, U HA €ro JIMIIEe MEJbKHYJIO
YTO-TO MOXOXEee Ha HEeJI0BEpHUE.

— A ero MOXXHO 4uTaTh?

— MoxHo, — ynbpioHynach Mapu. — ¢ nmokaxy.

Crepymomiye 1Ba yaca oHa OOBSICHsUIA AJIEKCY, KaK TMOJb30-
BaThCsl KOMIbIoTepoM. OHa paccKasbiBasia O MBIIIH, O KJIAaBUATY-
pe, 0 TOM, Kak OTKpbIBaTh Opay3ep, a OH CHJIEJ, UYyTh HAKJIOHUB
TOJIOBY, M CJIyIIAJ C TAKUM HANpPSKEHHBIM BHUMaHHEM, OyaTo
OT KaXJIOro e€ CJIoBa 3aBHcesa ero kus3Hb. [Ipu Buje TeXHUKU
€ro IJ1a3a CHOBA CTAHOBWJIMCH KPYTJIBIMH, KAK MOHETHI, a MaJIbIIbl
B OMHTax TO C)KUMAIUCh, TO Pa3KUMAJIICh, CJIOBHO OH OOpoJICcs
C KeJIJAHMeM KOCHYThCS SKpaHa WM, HA0OOPOT, OTIIATHYThCS.
OH TO ¥ A€JIO CIpalluBajl O Pa3HbIX BellaxX: MOYeMy KapTUHKHU
JBUTAIOTCS, KaK 3BYK TOMAIaeT B MaJIeHbKYI0 KOPOOOUKY, 3a4eM
HYXHa 9Ta «MayTuHa». Mapu MpUXOaAnuIOCh UCKaTh MPOCTHIE OT-
BETHI, IOJI0OMPATh CJIOBA TaK, YTOOBI OH MOHsLI. Ei Kazanock, Oyj-
TO OHA Pa3rOBapUBAET C MAJICHBKUM PEOEHKOM, KOTOPBIH BIIEp-



BblE YBUJIEJ MUP 3a IpejejiaMu cBoed KoMHarhl. B myine oHa
y/IBI0aTach — 3TO HAOMHHAJIO Te Jal€Ke BpeMeHa, Kormaa e€
JI0Yb 3a/1aBajia MoJoOHbIe BOMPOCHI, CU/IS Y HEE€ Ha KOJICHSIX.

Ho ckBO3b 3Ty JETCKYI0 HAUBHOCTb TO U JIEJI0 IPOOMBAIOCH
4yTO-TO Jpyroe. Korga oH cMoTpesn Ha 9KpaH, B €ro rjia3ax Mejb-
KaJia CTpaHHasi, TIOUTH XUIIHAS COCPEIOTOUEHHOCTh — OYTO OH
HE MPOCTO YUWJICS, a BIUTHIBAJI MH(MOPMAIUIO, aHATU3UPOBAI,
3arlOMMHAJT Ha YPOBHE, HEJJOCTYITHOM OObIYHOMY 4esioBeKy. Ma-
pY OTMAXMBaJIACh OT TUX MBICJIEH, CIIUCHIBASI MX HA YCTAJIOCTb.

Bckope napeHb 0OCBOWIICS M HA4YaJI OJIb30BAThCSl UHTEPHETOM
6e3 e€ momoty. OH OTKPbIBAJI BKJIQJKU OTHO 32 APYTUM, U €r0
HaJTblIbl, BCE ellé B OMHTAX, IBUTAIUCH O KJIABUATYpE C Myraio-
1ie JErkocThio. Mapy ¢ 4yBCTBOM BBIIIOJTHEHHOTO JI0JIra yIuia
TOTOBUTH 00€I.

[oTOBUTH € MPUXOANIIOCh HEYaCTO — OOBIYHO OHA TIepeXBa-
ThIBAJ1a HA XO[y, YTO NomnajaeTcs nox pyky. Ho s takoro nena
MPULIIOCHh NOTPYyAUThHCS. OHA 0CTaNa CTapyio KaCTPIOJIo, Hape-
3aJ1a OBOILM, NTOCTABWJIA CyN HA IUIMTY. E/a BbIIIUIa HE3aMBbICTIO-
BATOW: JIETKUU cajaT, OBOIIHOW cyn U HeMHoro msica. Korga-to
JaBHO Mapu 4acTo roToBUJIa, U HAaBBIK €IlIE He ObLT yTpayeH, XO-
TSl PYKHU YK€ He IOMHWIU NIPEKHE yBEPEHHOCTH.

— AJiekc! — mo3Bajia OHa, BBITUpasi PyKH O MOJIOTEHIE. —
He npotus noects?

Otgera He nocenoBaio. Mapu nocraBuiia YalHUK U MO3Baja
CHOBa, rpomye. TummHa. OHa HaXMypUJIaCh M MOIUIA IIOCMOT-
PETh, YEM 3aHSAT NAPEHb.



AJnekc cujien 3a KOMITBIOTEPOM, U €r0 MaJblbl JIETAIH MO KJia-
BHATypE C TaKOW CKOPOCTBIO, YTO Mapu efiBa ycnieBajsia CIEAUTh
32 HUMHU. JIeHTa HOBOCTEN IpoJieTana repes ero rina3amu, CMe-
HsASl OAHY CTPaHUIly 3a JIPYroW, CJIOBHO OH HE YHUTaJl, a CKa-
HupoBai uHgopMaiuo. CailTbl MeJIbKAIH, TEKCThI CJIMBAJIACH B
CIUIONIHYIO 1ojiocy. Y Mapw 3apsi0uiio B 1ia3ax.

— AJIEKC. .. 3TO He UTPYIIKU! — CKa3aja OHa, CTapasiCh, YTO-
Obl roJI0C 3ByYaJl CTPOro, HO BHYTPU HEE 1EeBEJIbHYIICS XOIOAOK.

OH oTopBaJl B3MISAA OT MOHUTOPA U TOCMOTpesl Ha Hee. Ero
(pnoneToBbIe M1a3a — CIIMIIKOM PKHE, CJIUIIKOM HEMUTAIOIINE
— CMOTpEJIM Ha He€ ¢ nyrawouien sicHocTbio. Ha Mruosenne Ma-
pU MOYYBCTBOBAJIA ce0s1 HE B CBOEH KBapTUpe, a B JJaOOpaTopuu,
rae e€ U3yvaioT Mo MUKPOCKOIIOM.

— Bama ucropus He camas jydinasi, — CKa3aJl OH POBHBIM
T'OJIOCOM.

— Yero?

— Hcropust Mupa, — MOSICHWJI NTApEHb, U €r0 roJI0C 3ByYas
OTCTPAHEHHO, CJIOBHO OH JIEJIaJl BBIBOJ, O YEM-TO JABHO U3BECT-
HOM. — Bcs ucropus yenoseyecTsa.

— Hy... — o03aa4eHHO NpOTAHY/IA OHA, YYBCTBYS, KaK XO-
JIONIOK mpo0eraeT 1o cruHe. — 1 He COBCeM MOHMUMAIO. . .

— Jlonu ToMBKO M MBITal0TCs yOuBaTh. BoiiHa y Bac B KpoBH.
Tenepb NOHATHO, TOYEMY Bbl HE MOXKETE KUTh B MUPE.

Mapu niepeaépHysio. B ero ronoce He ObLIO 3710061, HE ObI-
JI0 SMOIMIA — TOJIBKO XOJIOHAsI, OECTIPUCTPACTHAS KOHCTATALIUS
(pakTa, KaK y y4EHOr0, ONMKUCHIBAIOIIETO MOBEACHUE MMOIOTBITHBIX.



OH cMOTpeJT Ha HEE€ HE KakK Ha CIIAaCUTEJIbHMILY, a KaK Ha Ipef-
CTaBUTEJISI BPaXIeOHOTO BH/IA, KOTOPOTO U3ydYaeT ¢ Oe30IMacHO-
ro paccrosinus. OHa Mo&xuaach, HO 3acTaBUIa ceOsl YJIBIOHYTh-
csl. X0JIOIOK, MPOoOekKaBIIMIA 10 KOXke, He MPOXOJMIT 0 CaMOTro
Beyepa.

— DTO Thl NPOYUTANI B UHTEPHETE UM YTO-TO BCIIOMHMIT? —
CIIPOCHJIa OHA, CTapasiCh, YTOOBI FOJIOC HE IPOTHYJL.

— IIpounrai.

«MeHs He ObUIO TpUAIATh MUHYT. [IpounTan oH, arax.

— B 00mmem, MbI TOroBOpuM 00 3TOM 4yTh MO3XKE, CliepBa Ha-
10 TioecTb! — Mapwu noyecasa 3aTblIOK, YYBCTBYsI, Kak e€ yibiO-
Ka CTaHOBUTCS HaTsAHyTOW. OHa He 3HaJa, Kak pearupoBarb. Ec-
JIM OH HUYETO He MMOMHUT, KaK OH MOT 32 KaKKe-TO Moj4aca rnpo-
YUTATh TaKOE?

En Anekc ObICTPO, HO MPU ITOM MPOCMATPUBAT KaXIBIN KY-
COYEK cajlaTa ¥ OBOLIA 10 OTAEIbHOCTH, MIOJHOCUII K JIUILLY, ITPU-
HioxuBaJicsl. Kazanock, OH npoBepsil ey Ha HaJIM4ue sia Win
Kakoro-To noaoxa. Kaxmoe nBukeHne ObIO OCTOPOKHBIM, T10-
YTU MOJO3PUTENIbHBIM, U Mapy 3aMeTHIa, Kak ero MaibIibl Ipo-
*KaT, Korjga oH Oeper joxkKy. OH He noBepsin eil. OH He ToBepsiI
TOMY MUPY.

— Aunekc, — Hauvasna Mapw, Korjia OH OTJIOXKUJ BUIKY. — Thbl
COBCEM HUYero He noMHuIib? OTKyaa Tei? 3BOHWI TOKTOpP Hep-
puK. OH TOBOPUT, YTO HUYETO HE CMOI' HAUTHU IO MOBOJY TBOMX
ponuteneii. Hukakoi nagopmarum o Tede.

ITapeHp He mOAHMMAJT IOJIOBBI, CMOTPEJI B TapesKy. Ero yép-



HbIE BOJIOCHI CBUCAJIA UyTb JIM HE JIO CTOJIA, CKpbiBast Juiio. [103-
ke Hajo OyIeT OTBECTH ero B Mmapukmaxepckylo. [Tmeun maxe
B IIMPOKOW pyOarike, KOTopyo aaji Jdepprk, Ka3aiauch XyIbIMH
— MPOCTYMNAJHN JIONATKU, U CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb yraIbIBAJICh
ouepranus peoep. [lapeHs nelcTBUTEIHHO OBLT OYEHb XyHOIa-
BBIM, 10 U3MOXJCHUSI.

— Mow ponutenu ymepniu, — HaKOHelT cka3as oH. ['oroc ero
ObLT TUXUM, TIOUTH O€3KU3HEHHBIM. — $I HE MOMHIO TOUHO, KO-
1712 370 OBUTO. .. ¥ OBUT COBCEM MaJIeHbKMUM. DTO BCE, UTO 51 MOTY
CKa3arh.

— Taxk 161 cupora! — BbIJOXHYIa Mapu. Mbiciy 3amMeTancs:
BO3MOXHO, cOeskall U3 Kakoro-to nputota... Ho toraa 3assuium
Obl 0 TIponaxe. .. Bpét uim ropopur npapay? OHa He MOTJIa T0-
HATh. B ero ronoce He ObUTO (hasbIK, HO OBUIO UTO-TO JIPYyroe
— CTeHa, KOTOPYI0 OH BO3BOIMJI MeXay coboit 1 mupoM. OHa
peliia rnoka He JaBUTh.

Mapu onycTuia rojioBy U JIEHUBO TIOKOBBIPSIJIACH B Tapelike.
Ectb pe3ko nepexorenock. KonedHo, 3To ObLT €€ 0T — MOMOYb
NapHIo, romnaeiemMy B 6eay. [lpyroro Beidopa oHa He Buzena. Ho
B INIyOMHE A1 [IeBEJIUICS CTpaX, KOTOPBII OHA HE MOTJIa 00b-
SICHUTb.

— JlamHo, pa3depéMcs ¢ 3TUM, — CKa3ajia OHa, youpas Imy-
CTBIE TapesiKd, W MOCTapanach CMEHUTh TeMy: — Jlymaio, Ham
CTOUT CXOOUTh B Mara3uH ¥ MpUKYNUTh TeOe Belllei, Kak cunTa-
emb? Jla ¥ B KOy TeOs Onpeaesim.

[Tapenb KMBHYJI, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO 3TOTO M kJaj1. OH J10e1 CBOIO



emy u noMor yoparh nocyny. Ho korma omuH OMHT cOuscs B
CTOPOHY, OTKPBIB yYaCTOK KOXH, OH €/1Ba HE BBIPOHUJI Tape-
Ky — C TaKOU MaHWUYECKOU CTeNTKOU MPUHSIICS MOMPABJISITh TO-
BA3KY, HaTArMBas €€ Ha 3arscTtbe. Mapu 3ameTusia, 4To Ha ero
Jvile MeJbKHYJIAa TeHb y’kaca — OBICTPOro, OCTPOro, Kak yaap
HOXXOM, — KOTOpasi TOYTH Cpa3y CMEHMJIACh MPUBBIYHBIM Oe3-
paznuureM. Ero nanblipl Jposkaiiy, KOrja OH 3aTsruBaj OUHT, U
OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 IIPOBEPUJI, IUIOTHO JIM OH CUJIUT, IPEXKIE YEM
yOpaTh PyKH 3a CIIUHY.

Ona pemmia He MpUgaBaTh TOMY 3HAYEHHUS — MaJIO JIU, YTO
MIPOU3OIILIO C HUM B «IIPOIUION KU3HU.

B marasune oHM ObICTPO BBIOpATM HECKOJIBKO BEIEi: Mpo-
CThIe PyOaIlKH, JKUHCHI, KYPTKY. AJIEKC caM MOMPOCHI KYITUTh
JUIMHHBIE KOXaHbIE TIEPYATKU T10 JIOKOTh — OH HATSHYJ UX Cpa-
3y, IPSIMO B MPUMEPOYHOI1, ¥ Kor/a Bbiles1, Mapu 3ameTuia, Kak
€ro mjieuu 4yTh paccaadmiuch. Terneppb mpamMbl ObUTA HAIEKHO
CKPBITBI, M TIAPEHb 3aMETHO MPHOOOPUIICS, XOTS B €r0 Iia3zax
BCE elIE OCTaBaJIaCh HACTOPOKEHHOCTh. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 CxKall
Y pa3xkaJll Najblbl B IEpUATKaX, CJIOBHO ITPOBEPSs, HE MEIIAIOT
JIM OHU €MY [IBUTaThCSl.

Ocratok qHs npolen cnokorHo. Beuepom Mapu pacckazana
€My O IIKOJIE, O TOM, YTO OH MOUJIET B €€ KJacc, U AJIeKC, Ka3a-
JI0Ch, OBUT IOBOJIEH — OH JIaXe YJIBIOHYJICS, M 9Ta YIbIOKa Oblia
NOYTH uesioBedeckoil. Ho Kkorga Houblo OHa MPOCHYNIAch OT CBe-
Ta, MPOOUBABIIIErOCs U3-TIO]T IBEPY COCETHEN KOMHATbI, 1 3arJisi-
HyJIa TyJa, €€ cepAle IPOMyCTUJIO yaap.



OH cupnen 3a komnbloTepoM. JIeHTa HOBOCTEN mposeTaa me-
pell ero Ia3aMu ¢ HEMbICJMMOM CKOPOCTBIO — CTPaHMIIbI CMe-
HSUTA APYT Jpyra ObicTpee, YeM OHa ycreBajia MOPrHyTh. A ero
L[BETa aMETHCTa IJ1a3a MOJIbIXAJM B TEMHOTE, Kak /iBa (pOHapH-
Ka, OTpaxasi XOJOAHbI cBeT MOHUTOpa. OH HE Moprall, He Iie-
BETWICA. AJIEKC IIPOCTO CMOTPEJI, BIUTHIBAJI, 3AIIOMUHAJL.

«KT10 %€ ThI?» — momyMmaja OHa, YyBCTBYf, KaK I10 CIMHE
npoberaer XoJjoIoK, HEe MMEIOUIMA HUYero oOIero ¢ HOYHOU
npoxyanoi. Yto-To B ero nose ObLJIO HEMPABUIBHBIM — CIIUIII-
KOM HEMOJBUKHBIM, CIIUIIIKOM 4YXKUM U151 3TOro Mupa. OHa Tu-
XO MPUKpPbUIA ABEPb, CTAPasICh HE NTYMETh, U AOJITO CTOsIIa B KO-
puope, NPUCITYIINBAACH K TUIIMHE, IPEXKJIE YEM BEPHYThCS B
CBOIO KOMHATY.



I'nmaBa 3

— CeronHs npuaeT HoBeHbKkUI! — KaTpuH ax moAmnpbiru-
BaJIa Ha CTyse OoT HeteprieHusl. E€ r1a3a, MpUBBIYHO OrPOMHBIE,
CHSUTH TIPE/IBKYIIIEHUEM, a TYObl — MyXJIble, OAaHTUKOM — OBLIH
KaIlpyu3HO OTTOMNbIpeHbl. CUUTAIOCh, YTO TaKKe IyObl TPUBOISAT
JEBYIIIEK K CBETJION 1 0e33a00THOM sK13HU, 1 KaTpHH CBATO B 9TO
Bepwia. OHa OblIa IITyNol KyKJIOH, He Oosiee Toro, — 1o Kpai-
Heu Mepe, Tak Aymaid Bee. OIHAaKO UMEHHO 3TO U IIPUBJIEKATIO
K Hell apHeii: IErKoCTb, JOCTYIMHOCTh, OTCYTCTBUE CIIOKHOCTEH.
Merru 3Hana To, 4ero He 3HaJl HUKTO: 110 HoyaM KatpuH pucosa-
Jla — He MPOCTO TaK, a MOTPsICAOIIKE MOPTPETH MACTIOM, KOTO-
phle TIpsiTaja Mo KPoBaThio, 00SICh, UTO €CIM KTO-TO Y3HAeT, e€
NepecTaHyT BOCIPUHUMATh Beephe3. OHa Obula HE Tak MPOCTa,
Kak Kazajach, HO MPEANOYUTaIa HOCUTh MACKY.

[lIkona Obuta CTApOl, C BHICOKUMH TIOTOJKAMHU U OOIYIUB-
HIercs KpacKou Ha cTeHax. B Kopuaopax BEYHO Maxjio MEJOM,
JeUIEBbIM OCBEKUTEIEM BO3/LyXa U 3aTXJIOCThIO CTapbIX yueOHU-
KOB. JIoCKM 0ObsIBJIEHUI MECTPEIH MOKEITEBIIMMU OObSIBIICHU-
sIMH, a Ha TIOIOKOHHMKAX CKaruTMBaiach BeKoBast mblib. Ho yue-
HUKH yXe HEe 3aMevalii 9TOW YHBUIOH OOCTAHOBKHM — [T HUX
IIKoJ1a OblIa MPOCTO MECTOM, IJIe OHU ITPOBOIAMIIN BPEMs MEX Ty
BEUEPUHKAMH, CIJIETHAMM M PEIKMMH MONBITKAMH CIATh IK3a-
MEHBI.

Merru nokayasia rojioBoil 1 OTBepHyJach oT noxapyru. Ona



HOMNbITAJIACH BUYNTATHCS B YUEOHHUK 110 AHATOMHHM, HO U3-32 TOMO-
Ha OBUTO TPYIHO cocpenoTounThes. [lepemena Obla B pasrape, u
roJI0Ca OJHOKJIACCHUKOB CJIMBAJINCH B CILIOLIHOM T'yJI, KOTOPBIM
6w o BuckaMm. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIA, KaK BUEpPAIIHUN aJIKOTOJIb
emi€ OTIAETCS TYIOU TSKECTHIO B 3aThLIKE.

«Yépm, ayuue Ovl 1 doma SMuUM 3aHNACH! »

— WHTepecHo, kakon oH? — He yHuMasnachk Karpun. [leByi-
Ka [pojioJiKasia €p3arh Ha CTyJIe, €€ CBET/IbIE KOCUUKU BEPTENINCh
BO BCE CTOPOHBI, a 100Ka 33AUPAJIaCh YyTh BbIIIE JOIMYCTUMOTO.
— Ectp 1 y Hero geBymka? Ax, eciivi OH CBOOOZIEH, s repBast!

— Bor npuiér — u cama y Hero cripocuiiib! — 0To3Bajach
¢ cocearero psajaa Celo.

Merru mocMoTpesnia Ha TEMHOBOJIOCYIO JieBYIIKY. Hy na, 3y0-
puika Celo. Beerna mepBast B yué€Oe, HO MOC/eqHssI B JTIOOBH.
Chlo MOCTOSTHHO YTO-TO y4MJIa, YTOOBI TIOTOM OJIECHYTh TEepej
NIpernoiaBaTe/isiMU, U e€ peryTaius «00TaHUKa» Oblia HEPYIIH-
Ma. IlpaBaa, HUKTO HE 3HaJI, YTO IO BEYEpaM OHA CIIYILAET Ts-
KENBIA POK, 3aKPBIBIIMCH B HAYIIIHUKAX, 1 MEUTAET CTaTh BOKa-
JIMCTKOM B Irpynine, Ho OOUTCs, 4TO poauTenu y3HaioT. Eé 1ém-
HbIE BOJIOCHI, BCETrJa COOpaHHbIE B CTPOTMIl XBOCT, ObLIIM €€ Mac-
KUPOBKOM.

— T'oBopsr, oH Beicokui! — KarpuH 3akaruia miasa u npu-
KycHJia HXKHIO ry0y. — U yeproBoockiii! Ax! Paccrerny-ka
1 enl€ OfHY IyTrOBUYKY, BAPYT OH HE PasIVIAAMT.

«Koeoa oce mot yeomonumvcs ?»— Merru B3[0XHYJa, 1yB-
CTBY#l, KaK BUEPAIIHASA YCTAJIOCTh JABUT HA TUICUH.



BykBbl pacruibiBauch nepen razamu. CMBICH CJIOB YCKOJTb-
3a1. Hy koHe4Ho, mocie Takou-To HOYKU. VIHTepecHO, a MaTh
yKe y3Hajla, 4TO OHa He HoueBasa qoma? HaBepHoe, HeT, nHaue
Obl yxe MogHsIcs op. Bripouem, et ObUTO MOYTH BCE PaBHO.

CrpanHo, HO y KaTpyH OT BBIITATOrO CHMPTHOTO COBEPLIEHHO
He Oojena royosa. [logpyxka Moria XOTh BCIO HOUb ITUTh U Be-
CEJIUTHCS, a HAYTPO NO-TIpekHeMY Oblia 60pa, CBeXka U UCKaa
ceOe HOBYIO JKepTBY. YAUBUTENbHOE CBOMCTBO. IIpo ypoku ne-
BYIIIKA W HE JyMaJa, i He€ 3T0 ObUIO JIMITHIUM KOMIIOHEHTOM
B XKU3HMU.

VBHI, HO Merru Obia He Takol. [la, oHa JToOuIa pa3BesiThes,
CXOZIUTb C IPY3bsIMU B Kako-HUOYIb Oap. biaro, Cam Mor crio-
KOIHO MPOBOIUTb HECOBEPIIEHHOJETHUX B TaKHUe 3aBElICHUSI.
Be3ér, uto y Hero ObutM GOraThle POIUTEN U Macca 3HAKOMBIX
BO Bcex cepax Ku3HU. [la, ¢ HUM HE COCKYUMIIIbCS.

N BcE xe Takas XKu3Hb U3PAAHO cTaja Hagoenath Merru. Eé
y&e He TaK pajoBaIud KIyObl, 1 MEHbIIIE MPUBJIEKATN KPYThie
tauku. [la u Cam cran ee pa3apakars. Pasymeercs, oH ObUT Kpa-
CaBYMKOM — OT €r0 MBIIIIII BCe JeBYIIKU Obuth O0e3 yma. CBet-
JIble BOJIOCHI BCET/1a KPACUBO YJIOKEHBI, BCErJa OJIET C UTOJIOUKH.
[MTapenb ObUT CHOPTCMEHOM, U MHOTHE TTPOPOYMIIA €My CBETJIOe
Oynymee B criopte. U 1a, on 6buT Bec€nmbiM. OJTHAKO YTO-TO OT-
TasikuBasio Merru ot Hero. OHa ¥ caMa He MorJia OOBSICHUTD Ce-
6e, 4To ObLIO He TaK. YTO-TO B €ro 1i1azax — CJIUIIKOM CaMOYyBe-
PEHHOE, CIUIIIKOM COOCTBEHHUYECKOE — BBI3BIBAIO Y HEE TITy-
xoe pasapaxenue. Ho Cam qynm B HeM He Yasil, ¥ 9TO TATOTUIIO.



C 3TM HaJO OBIJIO CPOYHO UTO-TO JETIATh.

Ckonbko ceprell oHa yxke pazowmna? [lecsars? CoOCTBEHHO, HU-
Yero HOBOIo He MPOM30UET, eCli B KOMUJIKY Merru 100aBuTCst
€IIE OaHO.

— BuI cipimanm? — no psaam k aeBymikam Oexana Katu.
Kak Bcerna, e€ Boyochl ObUTH 3aIUIETEHBI B IPHUUYIMBbIE KOCHY-
KM, a JIMLIO MOKPBITO POCCHINBIO MpbILen. [la, xopoio, korna
€CTb CTpalllHasl MOJpyra — OHa BCEraa OTTEHSIET TBOK KPaco-
Ty. Ho ecnu Ob1 oHM 3Hau, uto K91 — reHuii B matematuke,
BBIMTPABIIIAsl HECKOJIBKO OJIMMITUA]], KOTOPBIE JEPKUT B CEKPETE,
TIOTOMY UTO OOUTCSI, UTO €€ He TIOMMYT, — TOr/1a Obl OHU YIBH-
nvick. Katu Oblia yMHee Bcex, HO MpeAnoYnTana IpuTBOPSIThCS
JTypO.

— [Ha! Capimamm! — Karpus Buenunack pykamu B Iapry ¢
TaKOW CUJIOW, YTO Ha AEPEBE OCTAIUCH €€ HOrOTOYKU. — HOBeHb-
Ky !

— Hyy... — Kotu Beintyunsia maza. — Tak-1o g XoTena Bam
CKa3arb, 4yTo MucTep Jlyap onATs ynan nocpeau kopugopa. .. Ho
HOBEHBbKHI — 3TO TOXKE KPYTO, ara.

Merru B3noxHyaa. Mucrtep [lyap. Korma-auOyap 3toro omy-
Xa yBOJIAT U3 KOl Kak BOOOIE MOIIM JIOMYCTUTh K JIETSM
YeJIoBeKa, CTPAAAIOILIEro anwiencuen? Mama ropopuia, 4ro ero
JepkaT U3 KaJOCTH, U CKOpO OyneT MocienHsis Karis. Merru
HaJes1ach, 4YTo 3TO OblJIa UMEHHO OHA.

3a3BeHeN 3BOHOK.

Bce yuenuku cranm paccaxuBarbes 110 mecraM. Bor nponuim



MUMO ux naptel Tomac u JIbto, neperoBapuBasich U CMeSCh HaJl
yeM-To. BOT BenmuaBo, 3ajipaB CBOK TYMyK OAllIKy, MPOIIENT
I'pon. U BoH paccencs Cam. [TapeHb mocMoTpest Ha CBOIO MOYTH
OBIBIIYIO IEBYIIKY U YJIBIOHYICS Merru — Toi caMoi YabIOKOH,
KOTOpasi, 10 ero MHEHUIO, JOJKHA ObUIA PacTOIUTh e€ cepiile.
Ila, onpesiei€HHO, CKOPO OBIBIITYIO.

JIBephb KJlacca pacraxHyniach, U BOILIa «rpeiM3a» Mapu ['ep-
TaH. B cBoéM 00TsATHBaIOIIEM CHHEM I1JIaThe OHA BBITJIsIIENA TITy-
T0: OHO IIIJIO TAKUMHU CKJIaJIKaMH Ha OOKaX YUYMIIKH, YTO MTPOTHUB-
HO OBUTIO CMOTpeTh. A 3TH Oe3/1apHble OYKU B TOJICTOM oOrpaBe?
Merru ax niepekocuio. He ypoauna, HO 3a4eMm ke Tak OfieBaTh-
ca? Heyxkenu HeT Kakux-To Apyrux ogexa? Adcypn!

['ppiM3a 0OepHyIach U MOMaHUIA PYKOM.

B knacc Bomén on. Karpun psaom axnyna. U B3goxHysna ga-
ke 3yopuika Cplo. A yk e€-To TPpyAHO ObLJIO YeM-TO TIPOHSTh,
Kpome y4eonl!

[Mapens 1 BripaBay ObLT BHICOKUM — BBIIIIE OOJBIIIMHCTBA OfI-
HOKJIACCHUKOB. ['yCThle Y€pHBIE BOJIOCHI JI0 TJIeY CKPBIBAJIH YIIIU
Y 4acTh JIUIIA, TIajias Ha BBICOKMIA J100. PoBHast mpsimast ciuHa —
OH SIBHO OBLJT 3HAKOM C 3TUKETOM, JIEPKaJCs C TAKON HETIPUHYXK-
JOEHHOM T'pallieid, CJIOBHO NMPUBBIK K BHUMaHUI0. KocTiom, Oernas
pyOarika — Bc€ cueno Ha HéM upeanbHo. Oniekaa oueHb mia
emy, rnpo ce0s1 ormeTraa Merru.

[Toyemy-ToO Ha pyKax y Hero ObLIM YEPHbIE KOKAHBIE Mepyar-
KM, TUIOTHO OOTsAruBamoiye naibibl. KTo-T0 ¢ mepeqHux mapr
(kaxercst, 3T0 ObUT CIM) UTO-TO MOMIYTUI, ¥ €T0 JIPYKKU 3aCMe-



sUMCh, HO Merru He pa3oOpasa cioB. OIHaKO MepYaTKy MUTH 1
MPUSATHO FAPMOHUPOBAIN C KOCTIOMOM, MpUJaBas €My 3arajiod-
HBI, TTIOYTU CTAPOMOJIHBIN BU/I.

— 31paBCTBYWTE, JETU, — FPOMKO CKa3aJla IpbiM3a, U €€ ro-
JIOC TIPO3BYYAT HEeCTeCTBEHHO O0npo. — ¢ mpencraBisiio Bam
BAaIIEr0 HOBOT'O OIHOKJIACCHUKA. Ero 30ByT AJiEekc.

[lapeHb MeaJIeHHO TTOBEPHYJICS K KJIAcCy, U BriepBbie Merru
CMOIJIa PACCMOTPETH €TI0 JIMLIO 32 BOJIOCAMM.

Psanom cHoBa nucknysna Karpun. U, kaxercs, Ha 3TOT pa3 ei-
Ba 3aMETHO axHysa cama Merru.

O1u maza! Y HOBEHBKOro Obuld aOCOMIOTHO (PUOSIETOBBIE
3pauyku — TIIYOOKHUE, HACKIITIEHHbIE, CJIOBHO B HUX IUIECKAIACh
cama TbMa, MMOJICBEYEHHA U3HYTPU. Jlake C TAaKOro pacCTOSHUSA
ObLTa BUJJHA WX Iyraiomas riyOnuHa, U Ka3ajioch, YTO OHU BH-
JAT TeOs1 HACKBO3b, IIPOHUKASI B CaMble MIOTaéHHbIe MbICH. [1a-
PEHb CJIOBHO M3JIy4yas KaKylO-TO HEBEJOMYIO CUJTY, OT KOTOPOH
MypaIKy Oekaii 1o BCEMY Telly, 3aCTaBsisi KOXKY MOKPbIBATh-
Cs XOJIONHOM IpOkbI0. Merru mouyBCTBOBAJIA, KakK €€ JbIXaHUE
MEPEXBATUJIO, a CEp/ALIEe MPOMYCTUJIO yaap.

Merru pesnko oOpainiaia BHUMaHUe Ha KpacoTy napHeil. Ona
MPUBBIKJIA K TOMY, YTO €€ 3HaKOMbIe OOraThl U CO CBSI3SIMH, Ha
UX BHEIITHOCTD ke ObLJIO POBHBIM CYETOM I1IeBaTh. Kak roBopwu-
Jla e€ MaTb — He C JIMlIA NUTh BOJY, & U3 KOIIEJIbKa YepraTh.
Ho Tyt Merru nmpocro He mMorjia He OTMETUTh, YTO ITOT AJIEKC
OBLII. .. HABEPHOE, CAMBIM KPACHBBIM MapHEeM, KaKOTO el TOBOIH-
JIOCh BUJIETh B CBOEW KU3HU. POBHBIE, MOATSAHYTHIE CKYJIbI, HOC



uJieasibHON (hOPMBI, TyXJIbIe T'YObI, YyTh TPOHYTbIE OJIETHOCTBHIO.
FOHoOIITY MOHO OBITIO OBl HA3BATh CIAIIABBIM, €CIIU OBl HE YIJIO-
BaThIi MOAOOPOIOK, KOTOPBIN MPUIABAT MY KaKyl0-TO IEP3KYIO
W3IOMUHKY, JieJ1ast uepThl Oosee Myxkckumu. U atn raza! Ot Hux
HeJIb3s1 ObUIO OTBECTH B3IJIs[] — OHU 3aTATMBAJIU, 3aBOPAXKUBA-
71, 0O€IIaIN YTO-TO TAWHOE U OTAaCHOE.

[MapeHb MeUIEHHO OIJISI/IBIBAJT AyIUTOPHIO, HA KPATKWA MUT
3ajiepXkrBasi CBOE BHUMaHWe Ha KaXJoM ydeHuke. Ero B3rsa
CKOJIB3WJI 10 JIMIIaM Oe3pa3invHo, MOYTU CKyYalolle, HO TOj
9TOW MACKOW YyBCTBOBAJIACh HACTOPOKEHHOCTh XUIIHUKA, U3Y-
YaIoIIIero HOBYIO TEPPUTOPHIO.

Ha Merru o mocMotpen nocyieaHei. 1 korya ux riiasa Bcrpe-
TUJIKCh, YTO-TO BHYTPH Y JEBYIIKH Mpou3oiinio. Kak 6yaro Bech
MUp TiepecTail cyniecTBoBarh. CIOBHO BCE 3TH JOOH, KOTOPHIE
UX celvac OKPYXKaJiv, BAPYI MCYE3JIH, PACTBOPHIUCH B BO3JY-
X€, OCTAJIMCh TOJILKO OHM JIBOE B IIEHTPE MyCTOTHI. DTH IJ1a3a —
(buoseToBbie OMYTHI, B KOTOPBIX OHA BUjieNa Oe3/IHY, — IoYeMy
OHU KaXyTCs €l TAKUMH POIHBIMU? TakvMU 3HAKOMBIMHU, CJIOB-
HO OHa JK/Iajia TOrO B3I BCIO CBOIO JKW3Hb, CaMa TOTO He
3Hasl.

Auiekc ynbiOHyCs eid. YyTh 3aMeTHO, OTHUMHU YTOJIKaMHU Ty0,
HO 3Ta y/ibIOKa ObUIa aJipecoBaHa TOJBKO €. YJIBIOHYJICS U OT-
BEN B3IJISL, CJIOBHO HE MPUAA STOMY 3HaueHus1. Bcé mporio, u
Merru TOJIbKO Tenepb MOHsIa, YTO 3aTaunia abixanue. [la u eciu
OBl OHa 3axO0TeJa JbIaTh, TO HE CMOrIa Obl — BO3yX CIIOBHO
3acThlI B JIErkuX. Cepare KOJIOTWIOCh C TAKOW CHJIOH, YTO, Ka3a-



JIOCh, TOTOBO OBUIO BHIITPHITHYTh U3 TPYAM U YIACTh Ha MoJ. YTo
C HeW TPOU301LIO0?

«Mooicem, s npocmo neama? — TOAYMajla OHA, NBITASCH
npuiitTi B ce0si.— Hem, st mpe3ea... Cmpanto, 3mo He noxooice
Ha 00blutoe eneuerue. Ymo-mo 6 ném opyeoe. .. A uyecmeyro amo
KOJicell, HO He MO2l 00BACHUMb. MO CUNbHEE MEHS».

Ona momnbiTanace yCIOKOUTH AbIXaHWE, HO TEJIO HE CIlylla-
Jock. BHyTpu Bc€ kurieno, TpeboBaio OTBeTa, TpedoBajlo emnie
OJHOTIO B3IJISAA.

Jaiiblie napeHb MEUIEHHO IOWIEN BIEPEH 110 CTYIIEHbKaM,
MOJIHUMAsSICh BBEPX K CBOOOAHBIM maptam. KTo-To U3 Ipy:KKOB
Csma — Tom, KaxxeTcss — BBICTaBUJI HOT'Y, HAZI€SICh, YTO HOBEHb-
KM CIIOTKHETCA U oro3oputcs. Ho Asiekc mpocTo nepemarayJi
€€, JaXxe He B3IVISIHYB BHU3, CJIOBHO MPENATCTBUS [UIS1 HETO HE
cyuiectBoBad. [lapeHp gaxe He MOCMOTPES B UX CTOPOHY, ¥ 9TO
OBLIO OCKOpOMTENTbHEE JTI0O0U TpyOOCTH. A KOTa OH TTPOXOIMII
mumo napthl Cama, Merru 3ameTuia Ha Jimile AJiekca eiBa 3a-
METHYIO YCMEIIIKY — CJIOBHO OH 3HAJI YTO-TO, YETO HE 3HAJIV OHHU.
Ycemelliky, Kotopasi TYT ke MCUYe3Jia, CMEHUBIIUCH TPUBBIYHBIM
6e3paznruuemM, OyATO OH TOJBKO YTO OLIEHWJI BCEX MPUCYTCTBY-
IOLUX Y BBIHEC CBOU MPUTOBOP.

Merru He Mor1a OTOpBaTh B3MIAAa OT napHa. Kro on? OTky-
na? Kak oH okazayicd 31ech?

OropueHwio IeBYIIKY He ObLIO Mpejesa, Korjua oH, BMECTO TO-
IO YTOOBI CECTh PSZIOM C Hewt 1 KaTpuH, IpoIén B CTOPOHY MO psi-
JlaM ¥ YCTPOMJICS B CAaMOM YTy, 3a nociegHer naptou. CoceM



OJIVH, CJIOBHO TPEANOYHUTAT HAOMIONATh CO CTOPOHBI, HE BIIMBA-
SICh B OOIIYI0 Maccy.

— Hy u ny! — npomenrana Karpus, npukycus ry0y. — Tb
BUjIeNA, Kak OH Ha MeHs cmoTpen? Kakercs, napeHs 6e3 yma ot
meHs! Jla, s aTo Bunena! Kakoii xe oH xoporenbkuit! S mpocro
Taro!

Merru oTBieKIach OT AJIeKca ¥ IOCMOTpesIa Ha oApyry. 3a-
TeM YJbIOHYJIaCh € M KUBHYJIA, XOTSI BHYTPH BCE CKAJIOCh OT JI0-
caJipl.

«Hy koneuno, na mebs on cmompen, aza».

Bech ypok Merru 6e3yTelnHo nbiTajiach MOMMAaTh €ro B3I,
Ona noBopaurBasach, TAHYJIACh, UCKaa JTOOYI0 BO3MOKHOCTh
— XOTbh Ha KPAaTKWIl MUI NIEPECeubCsl C HUM IVIa3aMHU U CHOBA
NEPEXUTh TOT MOMEHT €IMHEHUS, Ty BCIBIIIKY, KOTOPasl mepe-
BEpHYJIA €€ MUP.

B TOT MUT OHa OITyTHUJIa YTO-TO TaKOE, Yero HUKOra He ObLIIo
B e€ ’KMU3HM. DTO OBbLJIO TO, Yero OHAa HUKOIJIA He MOIJIa 00pecTr
B JIpyTuX napHsAx — gaxe B Came, py BCer €ro BHEIHOCTH 1
cTapaHusix. DTo ObLIO I1yOxe, IpeBHEe, CJIOBHO OTIOJIOCOK Ye-
ro-To 3a0BITOro0. 3a 3TO OIpeeIEHHO Ha10 ObLI0 OopoThes. OHa
YYBCTBOBAJIA 3TO KaXJON KJIETKOM.

Omna 1 nucaTth Tenepb He Moria. CTpaHHO, HO OOJb B TOJIOBE OT
AJIKOroJIs ITPOLIA, CJIOBHO €€ CMBLUIO BOIHOU. Pa3ym ouncruics
B TOT CaMblil MOMEHT, Kak AJIEKC IIOCMOTpEN Ha HeE, U Tenepb
BCE €€ MBICJIM 3aHUMaJI TOJIbKO 3TOT MapEHb.

OHa kJana ero B3nisiga. Bech ocraBmmics ypok OHa JIOBUJIA



Mo00e ero IBMXEHUE, KakK/Ibli TIOBOPOT TOJIOBHI, KAXKIOE BU-
JKEHHUE PYKM B YEPHOU MepyYaTKe.

Ho oH He cmoTpen B e€ ctopoHy. OH 3anuchiBaJl TO, YTO JTUK-
TOBajla I'PpIM3a, U BpEMEHAMHU MOMIAAbIBAI B OKHO, HA CEpoe
He0O, CIIOBHO WINA YTO-TO 3a CTeKJoM. [Ipu 3TOM BO B3IIsje
MapHS YUTAIOCh KAKOE-TO CTPAaHHOE Oe3pa3iinire — CJIOBHO BCE
MIPOKCXOSIIIEee BOKPYT OBLUIO €My IIyOOKO UYXKI0 M HEMHTEepeC-
HO.

«A y3naro meos! A coenaro écé, umobvt mvl CHOBA HA MeHS
nocmompen!»— mokusiack cedbe Merru, 4yBCTBYsI, Kak BHYTPH
pasropaercsi OroHb, KOTOPOro OHa HUKOT/IA PaHbIlIEe HE UCTIbIThI-
BaJja.

Cam Bugesn stot B3, I1ycts OH npoumiics Bcero Kakou-To
MUT, HO OH TOYHO 3HaJI, YTO O3HA4YaeT 3T0 MrHoBeHue. OH BU-
JeJ1, KaK €€ I71a3a 3aropesiich, Korja OHU BCTPETUIINCH C IVIa3aMU
HOBEHBKOTO.

IT0T YONMOIOK CMOTpeI Ha ezoAeBylIKy! V1 oHa cMoTpena Ha
HETO TaKMM B3[JIJ0OM, KaKUM HUKorza He ogapusaia Cama. Hu
pasy 3a Bce MecsAlpl UX oTHoueHuin. Hu pasy, naxe B camble
JydIIIieé MOMEHTHI. 3a 3TOT B3IJIsIA OH TOTOB OBUT IPBI3TH 3EMJTIO,
roToB ObUT OTJATh BCE, UTO Y HEro ObUIO, — JIEHbI'Y, MAIIHUHY,
penyTanuio — TOJIbKO YTOOB! YBUJIETh JIIOOOBb Merru, XoTs Obl
Ha MHUT.

CKOMBKO BpeMEHU eMy IMPUIIIOCh JOOMBATHCS €€ PacIiono-



skeHus1? CKOJIbKO MOIapPKOB OH MOAAPHII ITOU JEBYIIIKE, TPEXIE
JeM OHa HaKOHeI[ 0OpaTuia Ha Hero BHUMaHue? PaHbinie y Hero
HUKOTa He ObLIO Takux mpoosem. Jlobas Oexasia K HeMy IO
OIHOMY 30BY, CTOMJIO JIMIIIb IETKHYTH NMasibiiaMu. Ho Tonmbko He
Merru. OHa Obu1a 1pyroii — u 310 cBoamiio Cama ¢ yma.

OH 4yBCTBOBAJI B MIIyOWHE IYIIH, YTO CKOPO BCE KOHUYMTCS.
Uro OH, Kak IIyNblii MaJb4MIIKa, BIOOUIICS B 3Ty JIEBUYOHKY,
XOTb U HE XOTeJ ITOrO JeJaTh, XOTh U 3HAJ, YTO OHA MPUHECET
€My TOJIbKO OO0Jb. 3HAJT OH W TO, YTO CKOpPEE BCEro HUYEro He
CMOXeT el IaTh — He TO, 4TO el ObuTo Hy)HO. OHa OblIa 0CO-
OEHHOW M HUKOIJA He CKpbIBajia 3Toro. YTo-1o B HEel ObLIO Ta-
koe, oT yero Cama Bcerga Opocaso B IpOXb, OT YEro OH Tepsil
KOHTPOJIb HaJl COOOM.

«HHo20a mne kadxcemcest, umo oHa u3 Opyeo20 mupa, — Aymai
OH, CKMMas KyJIaku 1of naproi. — Ymo-mo 6 ueii nyeaem me-
HA... Ho s ne moezy ocmanosumocs. A dondicen oonadamo ero.
Ona most.»

Merru Obuta KpacoTkoi. I'ycTrie 4€pHble BOIOCHI, TIIyOOKHIA
MIPOH3UTEJILHBIN B3IJISI/I, B KOTOPOM YMTajlach Takasl Cuja, YTo
Cam Tepsiicsi. DT Kapue 171a3a CHIIUCh MY KakK1ylo HOUb, TIpe-
CJIeTOBAJIM €T0 Jake B caMble Oe3/1yMHble MOMEHTHI. Pau yIreio-
ku Merru CaM T0TOB OBLT CHEIATh JTOOYIO TIIYIIOCTh, TIONTH HA
J0O0H PUCK, YHUYTOXKUTH JIIOOOT0, KTO BCTaHeT Ha ImyTH. Koraa
OHa I1I1a MO0 KOPUJOPY IIKOJIBI, BECh MUP CJIOBHO 3aMUpaJl, U BCe
— J1aXe YUIUTessi — CMOTPEJTH el BCilel, TPOBOXKasl I1a3aMu e

Ipalro3HyIo (purypy.



OT neBymiku ObLJIO TPYIHO OTBECTH B3IVISI/L, U B 9TOM OH XO-
POIIIO IOHUMAJT 3TOr0 HOBOTO yomonaka. Ho 3To He 3Haumo, 4to
OH IO3BOJIUT EMY CMOTPETb.

Koraa mapens nommen no psaam, Com mmkHysa Tomy, u TOT,
MOJIMUTHYB JIPYT'y, BBICTAaBUJI HOT'Y, HAJIESICh 3aCTABUTh HOBEHb-
KOT'O KyBBIDKHYTBCS M YITACTb.

BmecTo Toro 4to0bl CIOTKHYThCS, YOTIOIOK MPOCTO Iepelar-
HyIn e€. [laxxe He isas! BOT e CyKMH ChIH — OH cliesiaj 3T0 Tak
€CTECTBEHHO, CJIOBHO BCIO )KU3Hb TOJIBKO U JIEAJ, YTO YKJIOHSII-
CA OT ITOAHOXEK.

CsM nocMoTpes Ha CBOMX OTHOKJIACCHUKOB. Y BCEX JEBYILIEK
Ha JIMIIE YUTAJIOCh OJHO U TO € BbIPAKEHUE — 3aBOPOKEH-
HOCTb, CMEILIaHHAs C XUBOTHBIM MHTepecoM. [laxe y Cro. [la-
xe y Katu. Hy npo Katpux roBoputh Heuero — oHa noxupasa
B3[JISJIOM BCE, YTO JBUTAJIOCh B IIpE/eNax TPEX KUJIOMETPOB, U
ceituac e€ poT ObLT MPUOTKPBIT, a MIEKU PACKPACHEHUCH.

Bce neByiiku B 3TOT MUT ObLTM OAHUM TIeJbIM. Beex ux 00b-
€IMH ST 3TOT AJIEKC — 3TOT YEPTOB HOBEHBKUY C (PHOJIETOBBIMU
I71a3aMH, KOTOPBIM NOSIBUICS U3 HUOTKY/IA U YKE YCIIEN IIepeBEP-
HYTb BCE C HOT Ha ToJIoBY. C3M roToB ObLJT OTIATh BCE, YTO Y HETO
OBbLIO, YTOOBI HA HETO CMOTPEJIH TaK ke, KaK Ha 3TOro MpUaypKa.
YroOs1 Merru cMoTpesia Ha Hero Tak.

— Ilokaxem eMy, KTO TyT XO3MH? — ILIENHYJI EMY Ha yXO
B006, HakJIoHSsCh € coceHero psiaa. Ero ronoc ObL1 Moo npea-
BKYIIICHUSI.

CsM OTBEN B3IVIAL OT CIMHBI HOBEHBKOIO M IOCMOTPEJ Ha



CBOETr0 BTOPOTO JiyuIiiero apyra. Ha ero rydax 3aurpara xeécrkas
yJIBIOKA.

— KoneuHo. 51 xouy, 4ToOBI OH Oekall OTCIo/Ia U BU3XKaJI, KaK
JeBUOHKA. 1 Xouy, 4TOOBI OH 3aITOMHMUJI 3TOT JIeHb Ha BCIO CBOIO
KOPOTKYIO KHU3Hb.

— DByner cnenano, — kuBHYA Bo0, 1 B ero m1a3zax CBepKHYJI
3HAKOMBI OTOHEK JKECTOKOCTH.

B tedyenuie Bcero ypoka CaMm TOJIBKO U JIEN1ajl, YTO MOTJISAbIBA
Ha Merru. OH MedTan BCTPETUTBHCS C HEH B3IJISIOM, XOTs Obl
Ha CeKyHJy nouMMmarb €€ BHMMaHue. Meutan U Kaxzaana 3Toro,
KaK camoro 1eHHoro jgapa. [Ipocto oguH MUMOJETHBIA B3IJIsT
— BCE, UTO OBLJIO €My HYXKHO B 9TOT MUT, YTOOBI YOEAUTHLCS, UTO
OHa EIIlIE €ro, YTO y HUX BCE €IE eCTh CBA3b. Heyxkenu 31o Tak
MHOT0?

M>srru oHa He cMotpena Ha Cama. CMoTpesia OHa TOJIBKO Ha
atoro Anekca. E€ B3 ObUT MPUKOBAH K 3aTHUIKY HOBEHBKOTO,
¥ B HEM OBLJIO CTOJIBKO CTPACTH M TOCKH, 4TO C3M MOYYBCTBOBA,
KaK BHYTPH 3aKHIIAeT JieJsTHas 37100a.

CoM cixan pydKy € TAKOW CHJIOW, UTO TUIACTUK TPECHYJI, U OCT-
pas 1Iernka Bnujaach emy B J1ajoHb. OH He IOYYBCTBOBAIT OOJH.

«Bcé ne zaxonuumcest eom max! A ewé ne ckazan c6oé nocaeo-
Hee c1080! Imo moavko Hauano, Yonoook. »



I'nmaBa 4

Vpok 3akOHUYWIICS, U BCE PUHYJIMCh B KOPUIOP — I'YJI I'OJIo-
COB, TOIIOT HOT, XJIONaHbe ABepeil. [lepBbiMU K BBIXOAY NTOMYa-
JIMCh, pa3yMeeTcs, Te, KTO X0Tes ecTb. Kak 1 Bcerga, oTok yde-
HUKOB YCTPEMWICS B CTOJIOBYIO, U KOPUJIOpP HA MTHOBEHHUE TIpe-
BpaTUjIcs B OypJIAILYyIO peKy.

Merru ocranace Ha Mecte. OHa xJajna, Korma ayguTOpHs
HEMHOTO OITyCTeeT, YTOObI OroBOpHTh ¢ Aniekcom. OHa Bujie-
JIa, KaK OH MEUVIEHHO CKJIa[IbIBAET BEIIU B CBOIO CYMKY, KaK €ro
JUIVHHBIE TIAJIBLIBI B YEPHBIX NEPYATKAX aKKYPAaTHO YKJIaJbIBAIOT
terpaau. OH OgHAJICA ¢ MeCTa, U MErTH yxe OTKpbLIa pOT, 4TO-
Obl OKJIMKHYTh €r0, HO B 9TOT MOMeHT KarpuHn népHyna e€ 3a
pYyKaB, MOKa3bIBasi 4TO-TO B TesedoHe. Merru OyKBajibHO Ha ce-
KYH/ly OTBJIEKJ1ach, coOpasi cBou Terpagku. Koraa e oHa cHo-
Ba MOJHSAJA TOJIOBY M NIOCMOTpeNa TyAa, riae cuuen AJiekc, na-
PEHb UCUE3.

Korga on ycnen? Kak 3toT mapeHb Mor Tak OecIIyMHO BbI-
CKOJIb3HYTh?

— Bu1 He Bugenmn Anekca? — cropocuina Marru y noapyr,
YYBCTBY#, KaK BHYTPH 3aKMIIA€T pa304apOBAHUE.

KaTtpuH nynpuiia HOCHK M NOKayasia TOJIOBOM, €€ Iyla3a yxe
noTepsyi uHTepec. leBylika oueHb ObICTPO Meperopaja, Korjaa
e€ JepTBa Mmpomnajaana u3 nosns 3perus. Katu BooOie He pearu-
poBajia — OHa CUAEJA, YCTABUBILKCH B OHY TOUKY, €€ IBHO UTO-



TO 3a00THII0. BO3MOXHO, Mpo0IeMsbl IoMa, KTO 3HaeT. Merru He
0c000 BIaBatach B MOAPOOHOCTH KU3HU MOAPYTH, TSI HEE 3TO
He ObUIO BakHBIM. TOT hakT, uto OHa mo3Bonsia Katu Haxo-
JUTHCS PAIOM, YoKe ObLT 17151 He€ OOJBIIION YCIyrou, XoTss Merru
WHOT/Ia YyBCTBOBAJIA YKOJI COBECTH 32 ITY MBICIIb.

Merru cTana CriycKaThCst K BHIXOMY, POOUPASICh MEXK/Ty Tap-
Tamu, Korja e€ cxparui 3a pyky Csm. Ero masiblibl BIWINMCh B
3aIsICThe C TAKOW CUJION, YTO OHA TIOMOPIIUJIAC.

— Hawm Ha/1o moroBoputh, — cKasajl OH, U TOJIOC €r0 3ByYal
HAIPSAKEHHO, IIOYTH YMOJISIOLIE.

— Her, He Hago. Otiyctu MeHsi! — OHa JI€pHYJIa pyKOH, HO
OH HE paz:XaJ XBaTKy.

(oM Kakoe-TO BpeMsi CMOTpEJ il B IJla3a, CIIOBHO MbITASICh
HAWTH TaM XOTb UCKPY NpexkHuX 4yBCcTB. C Merru nopaBHsINCh
Kstu u Katpus. [ToceHsis BRIrHY1a OpOBb U MaJIbIIeM TKHYJIA
B 1uie4o CaMma, CJIOBHO OTTOHsIIAa HA30MITUBYIO MYXY.

— JleBymikuy, ocraBbTe HAac Ha CeKyHay, npomy, — Csm
ynbiOHyAcs: KatpuH cBoeli camoii 00asTeNTbHON YIIBIOKOH, HO B
IJ1a3ax ero 3acTbiia TpeBora. — Oobelnan, yTo He OOMKY e€.

— Hy pazymeercs, He obuauiib! — Ka1u crosina psaom u
r'pO3HO OypaBwiia MapHs B3MJISIIOM, CIIOKUB PYKU HA IpyId. —
Topko monpooyii!

— Her, mbl yxonum, — ckazasia Merru, BeipbiBast pyky. — C
ToOoi, CaMm, MBI BCE yke oOcynumu Buepa. Passe Her? [lymaro,
100aBUTH MHE OOJIBbIIIE HEUETO.

Ona pa3BepHyJIach U MOIUIA K BBIXOIY, YyBCTBYs €rO B3IJIsI]



Ha cBoe crinHe. OH He IbITaJICS €€ TOrHaTh.

B xopuiope ObLJI0 JTIOTHO — BCe MIKOJIBHUKY TOBBICKAKUBAJIA
U3 KJIACCOB, U Terepb MPUXOAWIOCHh MPOAUPAThCS Yepe3 IUIOT-
HYIO TOJILY, JIABUPYAd MEXKAY PIOK3aKaMHM M JIOKTAMU. Bosmyx
OBbL CIIEPTHIM, MAXJIO0 TIOTOM, JIETIEBBIM Map(IOMOM U IIKOIbHBIM
o0enoMm.

«["0e dce mHe mebs uckamo ?»— Merru orsapIBaIach o CTo-
pOHaM, HO HUTJIE HE BU/IEJIa BICOKOU (PUTypbl B UEPHBIX MEpUAT-
Kax.

— A He pe3koBaro 1ol ¢ CamoMm, Mer? — cnpocuia Karpus,
KOIJa TOJIIa HEMHOTO pacCTyWIaCh U OHU CMOTJIA UATU PSIIOM.

— Her. He pe3koBaro. Xouerib, 3a0upaii ero, s He TPOTHB.

— Xa! 3auem MHe 3TOT, KOrJa s yke BbiOpasa cebe HOBEHb-
koro! — KaTpuH medrarenbHO 3aKaTuia riasa.

Merru octaHOBWIACh, M KaTpuH e/1Ba He HaJleTesa Ha Hee. 3a-
TeM, TJ1yOOKO B3[OXHYB, Merru npojiosiKuia myThb, CTapasich He
MOKa3bIBaTh pa3IpaxeHus.

Karpun Obla Beerja Takoil — cuuTasa, 9To JOJDKHA TOJTY-
YUTh BCE, 4TO Moxenaer. He crout e€ 3a 310 BUHUTh — MPOCTO
Mup Takou. Jla 1 moapyroii oHa Oblia ¢ caMmoro IeTCTBa, U Merru
IIPUBBIKJIA K €€ STOLEHTPU3MY.

Ho Anekc He ObUI MOXOX HAa TOTO TMApHS, KOTOPHIA KJTIOHYJT
Obl Ha MIaMYpPHYIO KyKJTy. Jla ¥ 3TOT B3MJIsIT — XOJIOIHBIN, U3Y-
YOI, MPOHM3BIBAIOLIMIA 10 KOcTell. B o01iem, napeHb TOUHO
obu1 qpyrum. Ho BoT kakum? YTO CKpHIBAJIOCH 3a 3TOM MacKou
6e3pazuusi?



Mekrie cOpBaHIIbI ITPOJIETENIM MUMO, €1Ba He cOuB Merru ¢
Hor. K9Tu nHy’sia 0IHOro U3 HUX M BbIpyrajach BIIOTOHKY, HO Te
TOJIBKO PACCMESUTUCh U CKPBUIMChH B TOJIIIE.

— Hawm Ha ¢us-py, na? — npotsHyna Karpun ¢ Henoaesns-
HoOW Tocko. — Kak ke s1 HeHaBuky 310! Onsth JIbicsik 3acTa-
BUT CAaBaTh Kakue-HUOYIb TITyIible HopMaTuBbl. M 910 Mox Ko-
Hell yuyeOHoro roya!

JIbicsikoM Ha3bIBaIM yuutesis (pU3KyIbTypbl. Tak-ToO €ro 3Ba-
s Jlekc. Bbul OH B IpOIUIOM KaKMM-TO COPTCMEHOM, Merru
TOYHO 3TOTO He 3Haa. Ha crappix poTo OH OBUT C ATMHHBIMH TY-
CTBIMHU BOJIOCAMH, HO 4YTO-TO TOIILIO HE TaK, U OH CTPEMHUTEIIBHO
HauaJ JIbICETh HECKOJIbKO JIET Ha3al. U BOT Teneppb uaeanbHbIN
OBaJI €r0 IOJIOBBI OTPAXKaJI COJTHEYHBIN CBET, CJIOBHO MOJIMPOBAH-
HbI1 map. OTcoa U Takoe MPO3BULIE.

JIeBYIIKY BBIIIUTA U3 IIKOJIBl ¥ OTIIPABUJIMCh HA MJIOIAAKY —
OOJIBITION OTKPBITHIN CTAJIMOH C OETOHHBIMU TPUOYHAMH U Oero-
BbIMU JJOPOXKKaMU. BBICTpPO NepeofeBIInCh B Pa3/IEBAJIKE, OHU
BBIILIM HAa MIOCTPOEHUE, LY PsICh OT SIPKOTO COJTHLIA.

Tyr-T0 Merru u yBunena Anekca!

[lapens nepeonencs B CHOPTUBHBIA KOCTIOM — IIIMPOKHUE
CBETJIbIE IIITAaHBI CKPBIBAJIM XY/Ible HOTH, JIETKask TeMHast (pyTOoI-
Ka cujienia Ha HEM CBOOOJHO, HO AaXe Yepe3 TKAHb YraJbIBaJIHCh
ouepTaHusl y3KuX 1uied. Y, KoHeuHo, AJIMHHbIE YEPHBIE TIepyaT-
KM, IJIOTHO OOTsIruBaolye pyku. OH 4TO, COBCEM MX HE CHUMA-
er? daxe Ha puU3KynbType?

Merru crenana mar B €ro CTOpOHY, YK€ OTKPBIB POT, YTOOBI



3arOBOPUTb, HO B TOT MOMEHT KaTpuH BHICKOUMIIA U3 Pa3/IEBAJI-
KM U, CXBaTUB €€ 32 PyKY, NOTAIlliJIa B CTOPOHY.

— To1 Bugena HoBy1o npuuecky Cobio? OHa BBIIISIIUT KaK Oro-
poaHoe nyrajno! — 3araparopuia KaTpuH, yBiekas noapyry 3a
coOoii. Merru mormsitajsach BHIPBATHCS, HO TONIA YK€ COMKHY-
JIaCh BOKPYT HUX, U AJIEKC OCTAJICS HA IPYTOM KOHLIE IJIOIIAAKH,
TaK U HE 3aMETUB €€ MOIMBITKU.

Hpyxku Cama npouuii MUMO Merru v 4To-TO CKa3ali, Io-
Ka3biBasi HA HOBEHbKOTO. Bee npykHO 3acMestuck, a Cam noda-
BWJI KOE-YTO OCTPOE B CBOEM CTHUJIE, OT Yero Tom eBa He MoKa-
TUJICSI CO CMEXY, CXBATUBIIIKCH 32 KUBOT.

«Houomui»,— nogymaina Merru, orBopaurBasicb. OHa He XO-
TeJla BUJETh X CaMOJOBOJIbHBIE JIUIIA.

OHa crapayiach BCTaTh TaK, YTOOBI OKA3aThCs B TIOJIE 3PEHUS
Aunekca. Marru npoiiiyia MUMO TOJIITBI IIKOJIBHUKOB, BCTAJIA MPsI-
MO HampOTUB HEro, HaJlesICh, YTO NMapeHb 3aMeTuT. OHAKO TOT,
JJa)Ke HE B3IVISIHYB B €€ CTOPOHY, IIOBEPHYJICA U CTAJI pa3ilsibl-
BATh CTE€H]] C PACIIMCAHUEM COPEBHOBAHUMU.

«Hy yorc nem!/»— Merru pelmresbHO HalpaBuilach K HEMY.
He ObiBaeT Takoro, 4roObl €€ BOT TaKk UTHOPUPOBaIU. [lepBbIii
pa3 B )KU3HU ee He 3ameuast napeHb. OObIYHO OHU caMu TTpuode-
raJid, BHICTPAVBAIIUCH B OYepellb, JOOMBAIUCH €€ BHUMaHUS. A
TYT — TOJTHOE PaBHOAYIIHE. DTO OBUIO CTPAHHO, MIOYTH OCKOP-
OUTEJILHO.

OTKyna HM BO3BMUCH PSIOM C AJIEKCOM OKaszajiach KaTpuH.
JleByIiKa 4TO-TO aKTUBHO KECTHKYJMPOBAJA M YIIBIOAIach, €



roJIOC 3BEHEN HaJ IUIOIIAIKOM.

Horu Merru nopkocuscs. Kak oHa ycnena Tak 6pictpo? Ka-
TPUH ke BCE Bpems Obl1a psiioM. M Her? Merru Mopruyia,
IIBITASAICh TTOHSATh, KAK MOPYTra MOIJIa OKa3aThCs TaM 32 CEKYHIY
JI0 TOTO, KaK OHa cama JBUHYJIACh K AJIEKCY.

AJexc yapIOHYJICS JeBYIIIKE — TOW CaMOM YIIBIOKOM, KOTOPYIO
Merru Buzena B Kjacce, — M 4TO-TO CKazaj, Ha yrto Karpun
paccMmesiiach M KMBHYJIA, 3aJIMBAsICh KPACKOU.

«Hy nem!»— Merru noutu Oexasia K HUM, KOIJIa HA IUIO-
maaky Bbien JIbicsak. Katpun MruoBeHHo omierena ot AJiekca,
CJIOBHO €€ OTOPOCHIIO HEBUIMMOM CUJION, Ja U caM MapeHb, IM0-
BUHYSICb KOMaH/[IE, OTIIPaBWJICSI CTPOUTHCS BMECTE C OCTAJIbHBI-
MU MaJIbYMKaMHU.

[TapHu cTpOUIMCH OTAETBHO OT IEBOYEK — TPaJAULMSA, KOTO-
pYyI0 HUKTO He ocnapuBaj. Yro x, Toraa nocie ¢gus-psl Merru
00513aTeIbHO MOTOBOPUT C AJIeKCOM!

— Yro TH eMy cka3zasa? — muMKHy1a oHa Karpun, korga
O10HAMHKA BCTasia psioM. Ta yXMbUISIach CBOUMM ITyXJIBIMH Y-
6amu 1 Tepedria KOCHUKY B pyKe, SIBHO JJOBOJIbHAsI COOOH.

— Takont cnaBubiii! Thl gake ceOe He MpeacTaBiseb! —
nponena Karpun.

— Yro0 THI €My Haruiena?

— 4?7 Huuero. ITpocto nogoruia no3HaKOMUTHCSA. Y HEro Ta-
KOU MPUATHBIN T0JIOC! — OHa MEUTaTeJIbHO B3[I0XHYJIA.

JIbICSIK TpOIIEN MUMO IIIKOJIBHUKOB, €ro JIbICasi TojioBa Oe-
CTeJa Ha COJTHLIE, ¥ BCTAJl B LIGHTPE CTPOs, OIJIsIbIBasl YUEHUKOB



C JIETKON YCMEIIKOU.

— Tak! Her BpemeHu ¢ Bamu pa3roBapvBarb, — Hayajl OH,
XJIOIHYB B siaiomu. — CerojiHsi Mbl Oy/ieM c/1aBaTh CTOMETPOB-
KY, €CJIA Bbl HE MIPOTHUB.

— A ecim nipotuB? — paszpaics rojaoc JIblo, 1 HECKOJIBKO
YEJIOBEK XUXUKHYJIU.

— A Te, KTO npoTuB, Muctep JIbio, MOXKET OTIPABIATHCS Ha
KyXHI0O M MbITb 1iocyny. Bel atoro xorurte? — I'naza Jlbicska
37I00HO OJIECHYJIH, OTHAKO I'yObl ObUTH PACTSIHYTHI B JIETKOW yX-
MbUIKe. JIbIcast rosoBa yuuTesist v BIIpaBAy OTpaxkasa CBET COJIH-
113, CO3/1aBasi MOYTH OCJIEMUTEIIbHBIN OPEOI.

JIblo omycTHI TONOBY, U KTO-TO U3 peOST 3aCMesiICS.

— OmmyHo, — JIbicsk orBepHyJica oT JIblo, — A Bcerga
3HAJI, YTO HA BaC MOXHO MOJIOKUThCS. MTaK, cromerpoBkal

Bc€ Hauanoch ¢ NE€rkoil pa3sMUHKY 10 KPyry — JIETKHiA Oer,
BBITIA/IBI, pacTsKKa. Merru 6e3ycreniHo npitanach 6exarh B Ha-
gajie TOJIIbI, YTOOBI XOTh HA MHUT OKAa3aThCsl PSAIAOM C AJIEKCOM.
OnHako mapHU OBUTH OYEHb PE3BBIMU U JITKO YIIUTH BIIEPE, UX
JUTMHHbBIE HOTH MEJIbKAJIU C MOPA3UTEIbHOM CKOPOCThIO. JlorHaTh
uX 1Jis1 He€ ObUIO CJI0KHO — OHA HHMKOI/IA He OblIa CIIOPTCMEH-
Koil. Bc€, uto ocraBanoch Merru, — cMOTpPETh Ha €ro yaasio-
LIYIOCS CIIMHY, HA TO, KAK €ro YEpPHBIE BOJIOCHI PA3BEBAIOTCS HA
Oery, Kak OH JICPKUT CIIUHY MPSIMO, CJIOBHO HE TIpujiarasi HUKa-
KUX YCUJIUH.

Ha oguna mur ¢ HuMm nopasHsicss CoM M 4TO-TO CKasall, Ha-
KJIOHMBLIUCH K YXy AJiekca. Merru He mMorjia paccislarh CJo-



B4, HO 9TO OBLIO TOUHO YTO-TO OOUAHOE, TIOTOMY UTO IPYKKH e
OBIBIIIETO MApHSI TPOMKO 3acMesuTich. Kak ke oHa XoTena OTo-
pBath UM ux rojoBbl! EE€ Kynaku cxanuce camu coOOM.

I[o Buny, Anekc HUKaK HE OTpearupoBall Ha UX CJIOBA — €ro0
JIMIIO OCTaJI0Ch O@CCTPacTHBIM, Kak Macka. OIHAKO JIETKUI KH-
BOK T'OJIOBBI Ka3aJiCsl HEECTECTBEHHBIM, MMOYTH MEXaHUYECKUM,
OyATO OH CITyIIIaJl, HO HE CJIbIIIAIL.

[Mocne Toro kKak oHM MpoOE)aId KPOCC, HAaualach HyIHAs
pactskka. U tyt y Merru He ObI710 BO3MOXXHOCTU TIEpeCceubCsl ¢
Aunexkcom. [lapHm, Kak ¥ Bcerna, OTIPaBWINCh TSHYThCS 32 OT-
OOMHUKHU, B TO BpeMs KaK JIEBYIIKU OCTAJIUCh HAa Ta30HE, BBITION-
HsAA YIIpakHEHUs noj npucMotpoM JIbicsaka.

«Jlaono, 5 6c€ pagro 000OvIOCL c80€20! »— MOKJISLIACH OHA Ce-
0e, YyBCTBYsI, KaK BHYTPH 3aKUIIAET YIPSIMCTRO.

— Hy, BbI TOTOBBI, I€TU? — CITyCTSI MUHYT ABAALIATH CIPOCUIT
JIbicsIK, KOra BCce 3aKOHYMJIM Pa3MHUHKY. — [OTOBBI IOKa3aTh
CBOW UCTUHHBINA YPOBEHb?

— Jla, xanmutan, — npomenTana Cplo Tak, YTOOBI HE YCIIbI-
a1 (PU3PYK, HO YCIIbIIIAINA BCE OCTAJIbHBIE, U KTO-TO CIABJIEHHO
XUXUKHYJL.

— IIpucrynum! Ilo crimcky! — ckomangoBan JIbicsK, U yue-
HUKM Ha4YaJI¥ BBIXOJUTh HA CTapT.

[epBBIMM 1T TIAPHU, U TYT-TO, SICHOE JIeJIO, He ObLIO paB-
HbIX Camy. [lapens Oeran ObiCTpee BceX He TOJbKO B IIIKOJIE, HO
U B TOpOJie — Ha BCEX COPEBHOBAHMSX €My He ObLIO PaBHBIX.
Ero cBemible BOJIOCH pa3BEBAIMCh HA BETPY, MBIIIIbI [IEPEKATHI-



BaJIUCh NOJ1 (PyTOOJIKOM, ¥ OH (PUHUIITPOBAJT C TAKAM OTPBIBOM,
YTO OCTaJIbHbIE BBIIISI/IENH KAJIKO.

CaM BMecTe ¢ IpyriMuy pedsiTaMy BCTaNT B KOJIOJKH | IO KO-
MaHJie BbIOEKaJl C TAKOM CKOPOCTBIO, C KAKOU e3[T TOHOYHbIe
aBromoouu. [pyrue pedsita OCTaIMCh 1aIeKO M03a/Iu, TIBIXTS U
OTCTaBas.

3atem 1u1a Bropas rpynma. TyT gena 00CTosIM HEMHOTO XyXe
— pebsra OblIM IBHO MejjieHHee, U JIbICSAK HeJOBOJIbHO Kayal
TOJIOBOM, YTO-TO 3aMKChIBasI B OJIOKHOT.

AJlekc ocTaicsi CTosITh B CTOpOHe, HaOmoaast 3a OeryHaMu ¢
TEM k€ OTCTPAHEHHBIM BBIPAXKEHUEM JIMIIA, CJIOBHO BCE MPOUC-
XOJAILIEE HE UMENIO K HEMY HUKAKOIO OTHOILIEHUSI.

— Hy a BbI, muctrep Anekc? — Havan Jlbicsak, nmogxonsd k
Hemy. — Ilokaxere Ham TO, 4TO ymeere?

[Tapenb Moya KMBHYJ M BCTal Ha M3roToBKy. Komoaku oH
0O0OIIIE CTOPOHOM U HE CTaJl UX OpaTh, 3aHSIB MO3UIIHIO MPSIMO Ha
JOPOKKE, HOTU Ha IIUPUHE TUIeY, PYKH CBOOOIHO BUCAT BJIOJb
TeJa.

— Bor ceituac Oyaer ymopa, — rpoMKo ckaszai ToM, u ero
OpyXKU 3axuxukayivd. CoM 4TO-TO LIENHYJ €My Ha YXO, U OHU
o0a yxmputbHYJIUCh. OnHako, korga Cam 3ametw1, uto Merru
CMOTPUT Ha HEro, OH cpa3y BHITPSIMUJICS, CJIOBHO COJIJIAT, U IPU-
JIOKWJT PYKY K TOJIOBE B Iy TJIMBOM CAJTIOTE.

Merru 3akaTuia 11a3a u nepeseJia B3risg Ha Asiekca. OH cro-
U1 BO BECh POCT — HOTM HE COTHYTHI B KOJIEHSIX, CITMHA MpsMasi,
B34 ycTpeMiiEH Briepen. Ilepen tem Kak 3amepers B OXKUIA-



HUU KOMaH/ibl, OH HA MTHOBEHUE IMOCMOTPEJI MPSIMO Ha Hee. Bee-
ro0 Ha MTHOBEHHE — HO MerTr rotoBa Oblia MOKJISICTHCS, YTO OH
CJIerKa MPUIIOAIHSLT YTOJIOK Iy0. A 3aTeM ero B3IJIs/I CHOBA CTal
MYCTBIM, ¥ OH OTBEPHYJICS1, CJIOBHO HUUETO HE ITPOU3OIILIO.

«4mo smo 6vino?»— cepaue e€ npomyctwiio yaap. Temnas
BOJIHA PA3JIMJIACh IO IPyAH, U OHA MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK KPOBb
IIPUJIMBAET K IIEKAM.

Merru He Obl1a CIOPTCMEHKOM, HO TOYHO 3HaJIa, YTO C TaKo-
IO MOJIOKEHUST — CTOsI, O€3 KOJIOAOK, Oe3 COTHYTBhIX HOI' — Ha-
JaTh OexaTh MPAaBUILHO ObLIIO OYeHb TPyAHO. [Toka3aThk Xoporiee
BpeMs eMy OyJeT KpaifHe TsiKes10. DTo ObLT BBI30B camoMmy cele,
Y OHa 3aTanJjia JbIXaHUeE.

U Bor JIbicsIK qai KoMaHy, 1 AJIeKC IoOexkal.

Merru Boimyunia riasa. Takoro Oera oHa emé He BUujiesna, X0Th
¥ rocenana copeBHoBaHuA CamMa HecKosbKo pas. Ilapens nepe-
OupaJl HOraMu C TaKOW CKOPOCTBIO, UTO UX MOYTH He ObLIO BUIHO
— OHU NPEBPATUJINCh B pa3MbIThie MTHA. [Ipy 3TOM pykamu oH
paboTan Kak-To MEJICHHO, HEECTECTBEHHO, CJIOBHO CIIEITUAILHO
caepkuBaj ceOst, OyATO OOSIIICS, UTO €CIU Pa3TOHUTCS TIO-HACTO-
SI1IEMY, €0 IMPOCTO HE CMOT'YT OCTAHOBUTb.

HoBenbkuii (punuimpoBal, a JIbiCsK, BbIIIy4MB I71a3a, ycTa-
BUJICA Ha ceKyHaomep. OH NMOJHEC ero K caMbIM Iv1a3aMm, ITPOTEP
CTEKJIO NAJIbLIEM, CHOBA IIOCMOTPEJI, M Ha €r0 JIMLIE OTPa3HIOCh
HernoaeabHoe uzymiieHue. OH SIBHO HE OBEPUJI TOMY, UTO YBU-
Jel.

— Mucrep Cam Byn! [loponaure-ka crona.



CaM JIeHuBOM MOXOIKOM MOOPEN K (PU3PYKY, CTapasich COXpa-
HATh BaJIbSKHOCTb, HO T€, KTO 3HAJI €r0 XOPOIIO, 3aMETUIN Ha
€ro JuIle JErKuii UCIyT — TEeHb, KOTOpasi MeJIbKHYJIA U hcYe3/ia
1071 MACKOW CaMOYyBEPEHHOCTH.

— Barmisiaure! — JIbICAK TKHY CEKYHAOMEP B HOC NAapHIO.
ToT HEXOTs B3MJISIHYJ, U €r0 OPOBH ITOTION3JTA BBEPX, HO OH OBICT-
PO B3sJ1 ce0s1 B PyKU M YXMBLIbHYJICS.

— HagepHoe, Bbl Ha)asM CITyCTs JECATh METPOB, KaK OH MO-

Oexan! Takoe ObiBaeT, Korjga o 4éM-To 3aaymaenibcsi. — Cam
TIOXXAaJT TIJIEYaMU, CTapasiCh TOBOPUTh HEOPEIKHO.
— Hy-ka npiy! — mukHyn Ha Hero JIbicak. — Mucrep

AJekc, BBl 3aHUMAJINCh Oerom?

— Her, — otBeTru1 Ajiekc, Koria nogomien 0OJm3Ko K JIbIcsAKy.
[lapeHp faxe HE 3ambIXaJics, AbIAJ JIETKO U HENPUHYKIEHHO,
CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO He OesKajl CTOMETPOBKY 32 PEKOPIHOE BpeMs,
a MPOCTO BbIIIEN Ha nporyaky. Hu kamnm nora Ha 10y, HY TeHU
YCTAJIOCTH.

Brepeeie Merru ycrnbimana ero roinoc Tak onmsko. M oH u
BITpaB/1ly ObLT MPEKPACHBIM — MEJIOAUYHBIH, C JErKOW XPUIIOT-
1101, TJTyOOKHWH Y POBHBIM, KaK JaEKUH Tyl

— Cmoxere MOBTOPUTH ITOT Oer cefyac? — CHpOCUTT €ro
(puszpyk, B 1a3ax KOTOPOTro 3aKercs OroHEK NMpopeCCUOHATBHO-
r'o MHTEpeca.

[MTapenb noxasn rie4amu, ero JIMIO OCTaI0Ch OECCTPACTHBIM.

— [Noyemy ObI U HeT.

— Hy Torna BcranbTe Ha U3rOTOBKY BMECTE C MUCTEPOM By-



JIOM ¥ TTOKQKUTE HaM, Ha YTO CIIOCOOHBI.

— Ila 30 nmpocto cMmemHo! — BocrpotuBwics CaMm, U rosioc
€ro JIpOrHyJI OT eiBa cepkuBaeMon apoctu. — C Kakou cTaTu s
JIOJKEeH Oerath ¢ 3TUM. .. 3M... Aniekcom? S mpodubHbIN cTap-
TEp, 1 OeraTh ¢ TUIETAHTAMU — IPOCTO. ..

JIbICSIK TKHYJI TAJIBIIEM B CTOPOHY CTapTa 1 ObLT HEMPEKJIOHEH.

— Hy BHI ke cunTaete, 4To 5 HaXxas He BoBpeMsl, Tak? Bot u
MOKaXHTe HaM, 4TO s ommodaock. 1 aa, eciiu Bbl 9TO He caena-
ere ceituac, muctep Byn, To MoxeTe 3a0bITh O BalllMX PEKOMEH-
JaTeIbHBIX MUChMAX Ha MOCTYIUIEHUE B YHUBEPCUTET. Bbl MeHs
ycnblmanm?

Csm 3amep. Merru Bujena, Kak OH CKajl YENIOCTU TaK, YTO
JKeJIBaKY 3aXOAUJIM MOJ1 KOXKEH, KaK ero B3MJIsL METAJICs MeXLy
JIsicaikom u Merru. OH cMOTpes1 Ha He€ — U B €r0 IJIa3ax YuTa-
nack Mosboa: «CKaxu, 4To He HaJo, 3T MeHs». Ho Merru
OTBEpHYJIaCh, [ieJ1asi BUJ, UTO MOIpaBJIsieT BOJIOCHL. Toraa ero -
110 UCKA3UJIOCh — OH TOHSLT, YTO BhIOOpa HeT. MeyieHHO, OyaTo
yepes CUy, OH KUBHYIIL.

— XopoI1o, — BbIAABWI OH CKBO3b 3yObl, U B TOM OJIHOM
CJIOBE OBLJIO CTOJBKO 37100bI, YTO Merru no€xuiach.

['naza ero noJspIxajau HEHABUCTHIO, HAIIPABJIEHHON Ha AJlekca,
HO TOT CMOTpEJ BHEPEN C MPEeKHEN HEBO3MYTUMOCTHIO, CIIOBHO
HE 3amMeuasi HI4ero BOKPYT.

Merru XopoIo 3Haja, YTo peKOMeHaTesbHble MUCbMa Obl-
7 oueHb BaxHbI st Cama. Brarogapsi um ero Morim B3Th 0e3
BCTYIUTEJIbHBIX 9K3aMEHOB, Kak croprcMeHa. U ceiiuac oH puc-



KOBaJI BCEM M3-3a KAKOW-TO JyPAIlKON CTOMETPOBKH.

«Ox u He K 000py 3mo 6cé»,— TnoayMana Merru, 4yBCTBY,
KaK BHYTPH 3apOXKJaeTcsi TPEBOra.

Csm 1 Anekc Bctaiu Ha U3rotoBky. Ho eciu ee ObIBIIMI Ma-
PEHb BCTaJl B KOJIOJKU, KAaK U MOJIOKEHO MPO(eCcCUOHAY, Bbl-
THYB CIIMHY U OMYCTUB TOJIOBY, TO AJIEKC CHOBA BBITSIHYJICS BO
BECh POCT — HOTU HE COTHYTHI B KOJICHSIX, CIIMHA TIpsIMasi, PyK!
cBoOos1HO BUCAT. Kak oH BoOOIIIe MOkeT OexaTh B TaKOM 1o3e?

[Ipo3Byyasa komanga. CaMm Kak pakeTa BbUIETEN C KOJIOJOK
— CIIMHA COTHYTA, TOJIOBA OITyIIeHa, HOTM paboTaloT ¢ MEXaHHU-
YeCKOM TOUHOCTBI0. Merru JecsTKM pa3 Bujiena, Kak apeHb Bbl-
NPSMJISLIICS TOJIBKO K TPUALIATOMY METpY, HaOupasi MakCUMaJlb-
HYIO CKOPOCTb. ITO OblJTa €ro KOPOHHAsI TEXHUKA.

OpnHako, Ha yauBieHue, AJIEKC He OTCTaBajl OT CIIOPTCMEHA.
Bonee Toro, oH cras yxoauTh BOEpEN, €ro AJIMHHbIE HOTH MeJlb-
KaJIM Tak ObICTPO, YTO KA3aJIMCh Pa3MbIThIMU JTUHUSMU. Ha u-
HUIIIE OH OTOPBAJICS METPOB HA MSITh, YTO JIs1 TAKOU AUCTAHIIUU
OBLIO TPOCTO HEMBICIUMO. C3M MPHUIIENT BTOPHIM, HO €r0 JIUIIO
ObLIO UCKAXEHO YHUKEHUEM.

— Kakoi1 myxunHa! — KarpuH psjom 3akartuia 1iasa Tak,
YTO 3payuky MOUTH ucye3nu. — Eciiu 310 He Moii MyK, TO TOra
KTO. 5l roTOBa ynacre K ero Horam!

Merru He cipinana e€. OHa cMoTpena Ha AJiekca U YyBCTBO-
BaJIa, KaK XOJIOJJOK CTpaxa Moa3ET MO MO3BOHOYHUKY. Tak He Obl-
Baet. Jlonqu Tak He Oeraiot. OH Jae He 3arbixajics — HU pazy.
He ObL10 HU Karwm moTa, HU cOUTOro JpixaHus, audero. OH He



YeJIOBEK.

Omna noHs1a 370 ¢ Mmyramuen cHoCTbio. M oT 3T0r0 e crano
crpaiHo. Ho mouemy-To oHa He XOTes1a OTBOAUTh B3IJIS/L — Ha-
000pOT, €€ TAHYJIO K HEMY, CJIOBHO K MAarHUTHOMY TOJTIO, KOTO-
pOe HEBO3MOXKHO ObIJIO UTHOPUPOBATH.

O06a mapHs nonoNuUH K yXmbutstioremycs JIsicsaky. [Tpu stom
Auexc mén HemHoro Briepenu, a Cam OypaBuJI €ro CliMHYy 37100-
HbIM B3[JISIOM, €r0 PyKM ObLIM CXKaThl B KYyJaKd, a Ha BHUCKE
MYJIbCUPOBaJa KUJIKa.

— Hy u, mucrep Byn? — cran npuranioBsiBath JIbICAK, ABHO
Hacjaxaascb MoMeHToM. — KTo TyT Haxan nozxe? Kaxkercs, y
KOT'0-TO OTCTa€T CTapT, pa3se HeT? Vi, MoxeT, y Bac mpooiemMbl
CO CKOPOCThIO?

CsM Momua B3siI CBOIO CYMKY U, HE CKa3aB HU CJIOBa, IOOPENT
K BBIXOIy CO CTaJMOHA, €ro ClMHa ObUla HalpsikeHa, a Iuieun
omnyueHsl. Ero npysbs Kakoe-To BpeMs CMOTPENIU EMY BCIIE], a
3aTeM TaK ke 3J10 ocMoTpenu Ha Anekca. Ilapens crost okoso
(uspyka ¢ mpexHelt 0e3pa3TMYHOCTHIO U TaK K€ POBHO JIbIIIATL.
OH BooOI1Ie YcTaéT? DTO OBLIO HEECTECTBEHHO.

— Bce cB0OO/IHBI, AEBYIIIEK MBI CMOTPETh He Oyaem, — Mpo-
niest JIbIcsK, MaxHYB pyKoil. — Bc€, 4To Hy:XHO, Mbl yke yBUe-
! Bel MOeTe UITH IEPEOAEBATHCS.

Ariekc momeén OpUI0 BMECTe CO BCEMH, HECTIETITHO, HO yBEepEeH-
HO. Merru HakoHel| coOpasach C JyXOM U HallpaBUJIACh K HEMY,
Y€ OTKPBIB POT, YTOOBI 3aTrOBOPHTH, HO MApPEHb, CIIOBHO MOYYB-
CTBOBAB €€ IIary, BAPYT YCKOPWIICA U Y€pe3 CEKYHAY CKPBLICSH B



TOJIIE, PACTBOPUBIINCH CPEAU IPYTUX YYEHUKOB. Merru ocraHo-
BUJIACH, IPOBOas €ro B3MIA0M. Bl Moka3aioce, 4To OH ycMex-
HYJICSI, YXOIs1 — TeHb YJBIOKM MeJIbKHY/Ia Ha €ro JIMIle, HO HC-
yesJia Mpexae, YeM OHa ycIiesa MOHATh, YTo BUauT. Ho npexne
YeM OH MCUe3 U3 BUJY, OHa 3aMeTWUJIa, KaKk ero rojioBa cjerka
MIOBEPHYJIACh — OH CJIOBHO XOTEJ OIJISIHYThCS, HO CHEPKAJICA U
MIPOJIOJIKUI My Th, HE OOEPHYBIIHUCh.

— Aunekc! — KpuKHYysa oHa eMy Bciell. ['ooc e€ moToHyn B
IIyME TOJIIIBI.

Merru 3amepna, 9yBCcTBys ceOs1 yHIkeHHOW. HukTO HUKOTIa
He yxoaui ot He€. Hukro. OHa Bcerga Oblia TOi, KTO Aesaja 3To
NIEpBOM, CTaBUJIa TOUKY. A TENEpb OHA CTOs1JIAa OJIHA, C OTKPBITHIM
pPTOM, ¥ CMOTpeJa Ha MycTOoe MECTO, IJie TOINbKO YTO ObUI TOT
CTPaHHBIU NTAPEHb.

— Hy a BbI, Mmuctep Ajekc, Mook aUTe HEMHOTO! — KPUKHYJ
JIbICSIK B IyCTOTY, HO NIAPEHb YKE UCYE3.

Puspyk eni€ pa3 NOCMOTPEN Ha CEKYHIOMED M ITOKaYaJl rojIo-
BOU, IBHO He Bepsi CBouM I71a3aM. OH 4TO-TO IpodopmoTa cede
101 HOC M yOpaJt puOop B KapMaH.

Merru orjsiHy/1ach 4yepe3 Iie4o U MOCMOTpPEIa Ha CTaUOH.
OHa cTosiia ofHa MOCPEIU PACXOAMBIIIECWCS TOJIIBI, €€ BOJIOCHI
Tpenas JIETKUM BETEP, U OHA YYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK BHYTPH IMOJIHU-
MAaeTcsl YTO-TO HOBOE — PEIIMMOCTb, 3J10CTh, kesnaHue. OHa He
3HaJ1a, KTO OH M YTO €MY HYKHO, HO TENEPb TOUHO 3HaJIa OJHO:
oHa He octaHoBUTCsA. OHa TOOBETCS €ro BHUMAHMSI, Yero Obl 3TO
HU CTOWUJIO.



I'naBa 5

— Hy u, Anekc, — nHavasa Mapwu, crapasicb, 4TOObI ToJ0C
3Bydast OO/IPO, XOTS YCTAJIOCTh AaBWJIa Ha IJIeUH, — Kak Tebe
TIepBHI JIeHb Ha yu1&oe?

[Tapens yIbIOHYCS — TOM CaMOM JIETKOH, IOYTH HEYJIOBUMOM
yJIBIOKOM, KOTOpylo Mapu yxke Hauasa 3amMedarb, — U MPOAOJI-
KW CMOTPETh B 9KpaH KoMITbioTepa. Terneps oH OoJblie He JIu-
CTaJ1 HOBOCTHYIO JIEHTY C ITyTalOIIEN CKOPOCTBIO, @ N3ydaJl I0CTO-
npyuMeyaTebHOCTA. Mapu ObUIO TJI0X0 BUIHO M3-3a OJIMKOB Ha
MOHHUTOpE, HO, KaXeTcs, MapeHb Hacnaxaaucsa kpacoramu Jlys-
pa: ero JIMJIOBbIE I71a3a CKOJIB3WIN 10 W300paKEHUSIM, W Ha JIH-
1I€ OTPaXaJIOCh YTO-TO MOXOXKEE HA 3alyMUMBOCTb, [IOYTH MEY-
TaTEJIbHOCTD.

— Kak 1ebe TBOI1 Kilacc? — pemiuia MPOIOKUTh J0TPOC
Mapu. Ona npucena Ha Kpail cTyna, Habmonast 3a HuM. BugHo
OBLJIO, YTO TTAPEHb HE 0COO0 OOLTUTETLHBIN, 1aXKe CKPBITHBIA —
OH OTBEYaJl OJHOCJOXHO, HE PacCKpbIBasCh, M IEpKaJl AUCTaH-
LIUIO, CJIOBHO 32 HEBUIMMOM CTEHOU.

Moxet ObITh, Ha HETO TaK CKa3biBajiach amHe3us1? Bpau [lep-
PUK CKa3zaJl, 4YTO €CTb BEPOATHOCTb, YTO BOCIIOMUHAHMS K HEMY
He BepHyTcsl Hukorga. OIHAKO YTO-TO OYEHb CMYLIAJIO M Ha-
cropaxuBayio Mapu. HaBepHoe, T0, ¢ Kakoll CKOPOCTBIO MTapEeHb
OCBOWJICA Ha HOBOM Mecte. Passe 310 HopmasibHO? OH He cripa-
IIMBaJ, KaK BKJIIOUUTb CBET, HE YIUBJISIICS KpaHy C BOIOW, HE



Myrajcs 3ByKOB MPOE3KAOIMIMX 1Moe3/10B. OH MPOCTO. .. BIUTHI-
BAJI. AJaNITUPOBAJICA.

— Tak uto ckaxems? TBoM OXkuAaHUS OT Kjacca onpaB/a-
JIMCh? — COpOCUJIa OHA CHOBA, MOIPABJISISl OUKH.

duoseToBbIe I71a3a MOJIOJOTO YesioBeKa OJIECHYIIU B MOTyMpa-
K€ KOMHAThI, OTpaXkasi XOJIOJHBIN cBeT MOHUTOpa. OH YJIBIOHYIT-
Csl — Ha 3TOT pa3 Upe, MOYTH 3arafjouHo.

— O, pa. Emé kak.

— Hy, xotp 310 X0pomo. Mucrep Jlekc roBopuii, 4to Thl
OYEHb XOPOINO MposIBMII cedst Ha (pu3KyIbType. Tak mepxars!
— Mapwu nonbItanach yablOHYTbCS, HO B TOJIOCE MPOCKOJIb3-
HyJla HOTKa OecrniokoiicTBa. OHa cibliana oT (puU3pyKa, 4To
AJIeKC yCTaHOBWJI KaKOM-TO HEBEPOSITHBIM PEKOp/, HO pelinia
HE yrTyOusThCA.

— OH 3BaJ1 MeHsI K ce0e B CEeKIIHIO, HO 51 OTKa3aJcs, — AJIEKC
OITyCTHJI B3IJIs1[1, Y €TO MaJIbLIbl B YEPHBIX MIEPYATKAX HA MTHOBE-
HHE CKAIUCh B KyJIaKi. — MHe MpUIioch 000rHaTh STOTO Map-
Hs1 — Cama. Kaxercsi, OH HEeMHOTO 00U IEIICS.

Mapu B310xHya. [la, ¢ STUM YYEHUKOM sIBHO OyIyT ITpooiie-
Mbl. CaM He ymen npourpbiBath. M 3T0 myOiM4HOE yHUKEHNE
MOTJIO ChITpaTh B JajbHEMIIEM 371y10 HIyTKY. C 3TUM HaJ0 Cpoy-
HO 4YTO-TO JIEJ1aTh, HO OHA MOKA HE 3HAJIA, KAK MOACTYIUTHCS.

Bce netu nna Mapu 6butd cBoumu, HO CaM... DTOT OHOIIA
ObL1 cebe Ha yme. M3 oueHb Ooratoil cembd, ero OoTel] CYMTal
yuuTesiell CBOUMHU XOJIOMAMMU, U Ta MO3ULIMS TIEPENIA U €TO Chl-
Hy. MajibuiK BHIPOC U TIOYMHEJI, CTaJl OTHOCUThCS O0Jiee CHUC-



XOIUTENILHO, HO BCE K€ €CITU JIeJI0 KacaJlloch ero CBOOObI UK
caMOMIOOM 1, OH OTPBI3AJICS, KaK JUKHIA 3BEPb.

— Mapu, — Hauyan AJIeKC, U €ro rojoc CTaji 4yTh THUILE, O-
YTU IOBEPUTENIbHBIM, — PACCKaXU MHE 00 OIHOI JIEBYIIIKE U3
MOEro KJiacca.

«Tak. Hy éom xomwv 3mo noxooice Ha HOPMANBHYIO MeMYy», —
noaymasia Mapu, 4yBCTBYsl, Kak BHYTPH OTITYCKaeT HallPsKEHMUE.

— Jla, xoHeuHo. O KOM MMEHHO?

— JlymHHBIE Y€pHBIE BOJIOCH. PsiioM ¢ Helt Bcera O10H/1MH-
Ka. f cripocuit y 3To IEBYIIKM IIPO HEE, HO Ta IMTOYEMY-TO CTala
xuxukarb. OHa cTpaHHas, pa3Be HeT? MHe MoKa3aaoch, YTO OHA
€CT MEHS ITI1a3aMH.

Mapu yneiOHynach, BciomHuB Kartpun. Ta Bcerma Obuia
CJIMIIIKOM HaBSI3YMBOM, OCOOEHHO C HOBBIMH JIUIIAMH.

— Hy, 6nonguaka — 310 KatpuH. A neBylika ¢ 4EpHBIMU
Boslocamu — Merru CMmur.

— Merru, — npousHEc AJiekc, CIIOBHO TPOoOyst MMsI Ha BKYC.
Ero ryOb1 4yTh 1IeBenbHYIMCH, 1 Mapu MoKa3aiock, 4To OH 3a-
MIOMUHAET 3BYK, BIUIETAET €TI0 B CBOIO NaMATh. Bugumo, ums emy
MOHPAaBWJIOCh, TIOTOMY 4TO OH MPOAOJIAKWI: — YTO Thl MOXEIlIb
0 Hel pacckasarb?

— Hy, ona u3 cembu Ou3HECMeHa, — Havyasia Mapw, crapasich
noaoupars cioBa. — Y marepu Kage B LIeHTpe ropoja, y oTia
— TOCTUHUYHBIN OU3HEC.

— IloHATHO, — AJIEKC OTBEPHYJICS K OKHY, Y €T0 B3IJISJL CTaJl
OTCTPAaHEHHBIM, CJIOBHO OH YK€ He CITyIIal, a 0OyMbIBAI YTO-



TO cBO€. — Hy a mpo He€ camy uTo CKaxelllb?

«XM, noopocmkoeas 110006b, He uHaue»,— nopymaia Mapu,
YYBCTBYS JIETKYIO HOCTAJIbIUIO.

— JleBymika ¢ xapaktepoMm. BoKpyr He€ Bcerja Mope yxaxe-
poB. Ho 6vicTpo Bcé Hamoenaer. Tak y He€ Bo BcéM, OemHast ae-
Bouka. C yu€0oii OosblIire mpoOIeMBbl, XOTsI POIUTENIH, YBEpeHa,
YCTPOSAIT €€ Ha XOPOIUIYIO JTOJKHOCTD.

[Mapenb kuBHYI, HO He oOepHYyscs. OH CTOsT y OKHA, CKpe-
CTUB PYKHU 3a CITMHOM, M CMOTpeJ Ha yauily. [Jaxe noma oH xoqui
B MepYaTKax — JJIMHHBIX, KOXKAHBIX, 10 JIOKTS, 1 Mapu 3ameTn-
Jla, Kak OH BpeMs OT BPEMEHHM CKUMaeT U Pa3kKUMaeT Masiblibl,
CJIOBHO TIPOBEPSISl, HA MECTE JIU OHMU.

— Hwuuero He BCMOMHWJI M3 CBOEH MPOIILION KU3HU? —
COpOCUJIa OHA OCTOPOKHO, XOTsI yKe 3Hasla OTBET.

AJieKc mokayaJs rojioBou.

— IIpoctu, Mapwu, HO HeT.

«Quenw Jncanv, HO umo nodenaamv».OHa yxke TOYTH CMHUPH-
Jlach C TE€M, UTO €ro MPOIIIOe OCTAHETCS [IJ1s1 He€ 3arajikomu.

— Mapwu, MHe npaBjia HEJIOBKO, YTO TaK BHIILIO, — AJIEKC
OTBEpHYJICS OT OKHa WM MOCMOTpeN Ha He€. B ero ¢uosneroBbix
r71a3ax MeJIbKHYJIa TeHb, KOTOPYIO OHA HE MOIJIa TPOYUTaTh. — $1
TaK BOPBAJICS B TBOIO XW3Hb... OOeIIa, 4To CKOPO s UCUE3HY.
Cniacu60 Tebe 3a BCE, UTO ThI JIJII MEHS JIe/Iaclllb.

— O, Anekc! — Mapu BcKoumia ¢ Kpecsia U Mojoiia K
HeMmy, 0OHsu1a. OH ObUT Xy/IBIM, TIOYTH XPYIIKKM, ¥ Y€pe3 TOHKYIO
TKaHb PyOallKy OHa IyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK HATPSIKEHBI €70 MBIIIIIIHL.



— 4 Bcé nonumaro. HyxHo Bceraa nomorats oasM. la u Tel
yiKe CTaJl KAKUM-TO poAHbIM. He Hy:KHO ye3kaTb, :KMBU, CKOJIIBKO
XOYelllb.

OH OOHSs1T €€ B OTBET — OCTOPOXKHO, CJIOBHO OOSICh MPUYU-
HUTB OOJTb WJTH CIIOMATh 4TO-TO. Ero pyku B epuarkax Jierm Ha
e€ ieun, 1 Mapu 1o4yBCTBOBaJIa, KaK XOJIOAOK ITPOILET Yepe3
TKaHb.

— Cnacub6o 3a Bc€. U na, Mapu... Tebe npuaetcs yexaTb U3
ropoaa.

— Yero? — oHa OTCTpaHUJIACh OT HETO, BIJISIABIBASICh B €TI0
yuno. — [loyemy yexarn?

OH nokayaJ roloBo¥, 1 B ero rja3ax MeJbKHYyJIa Takasi riry0o-
Kasi, IPeBHsIsl YCTAJIOCTh, YTO Mapu Ha MrHOBeHHe 3a0blia, Kak
JBIIATD.

— 4 He Mory Tebe ckazarsb... [IpocTo... Tebe mpuaeTcs: MHe
JIOBEPUTBCHL.

C 3TMHM CclTOBaMu OH CHOBA MOJOIIEN K OKHY, U Mapu, 4yB-
CTBY#1, KAK BHYTPH Pa3pacTaeTcsl TPEBOra, MocJe10Bajla 3a HUM.

— 4 e nonumaio, Anekc. Tyt moit jom. Mou aeru. Kyna s
noemy?

OHa 0CTaHOBWJIACH PANIOM U TOXKE B3IJISIHYJIA HA YIIMILY.

HarpotuB ux jomMa OblTa JeTcKas TUIOMAIKa, 3HAKOMAast 10
MEJTbUAIIMX MOAPOOHOCTEN: CTapble Kavyesu, MeCOYHMIa ¢ 00-
JYNUBIIUMUCS OOPTUKAMM, CKaMEWKH, TOKpaIlleHHbIE 3eJEHOM
KPacKoM, KoTopasi yxe Hauasia oonesars. [nomanka pacnonara-
JIaChb MEXK]Yy COCHAMHU, KOTOPBIE CaxaJs eIlle e€ OTel, MHOIO JIeT



Hazas. [lozagu coceH — cepble MHOTOITAKKHU, KOTOPbIe UHOT/IA
CKPBIBAJI COJIHEYHBIN CBET, OTOPACHIBAsI AJTMHHbBIC TEHU Ha Iie-
COK.

Bc€ Obu1o Kak 0OBIYHO: B MECOYHUIIE UTPATU AETH, UX MaMbl
CHJIESM Ha JIABOYKAX M O YEM-TO TOBOPWJIH, HE TJIsi/Isl HA MaJlbl-
weit. [1o gopore psiioM He 3011 MalllMHbl — B UX TOPOJIE Ma-
HIMHBI OBUTM PEJKOCTHIO, JTIOAU TPEANIOYNTAIN XOAUTH TEIIKOM
7100 BbI3bIBATh TaKCU. TUXUI, YIOTHBIN, COHHBIN TOPO/L.

Yro xe ero tak 3amHTepecoBasio? Bcé ObUTO coBceM OOBIU-
HO, pa3Be 4To... Berpa He ObuT0 coBceM. [lepeBbsi CTOSIIM HeTo-
JBHKHO, BO3/IYX 3aCTbLI, Kak B Bakyyme. Ho kauenu Ha rutoniaj-
Ke M0YeMy-TO pacCKauyMBaJIMCh caMu 1O ceoe.

Kenesnsle 11enu, Ha KOTOPHIX KPEMWINCh Kayesu, OT BeTpa
Obl HE TOIIEBEMIIICh — OHU ObUIM CIMIIKOM TSIKEIBIME IS
JErKoro qyHoBeHus. TyT ke OHM pacKauuBaJIMCh B33/l U BIIEPEN
C TaKOU aMILIUTY/ION, CJIOBHO Ha HUX KTO-TO CHJEN U OTTAJIKU-
Basicst Horamu. Ho oHM ObLTH TTyCTHI!

Mapu He noeepuiia cBouM r1azam. OHa MOpruyna, norépna
BEKU, HO KapTUHA HE U3MEHWIACh. [IeTh U UX POJUTENN CJIOBHO
He o0pallaiM Ha 3TO BHUMAaHWsI — OHU UT'paJiv, pa3roBapuBaH,
yIBIOQUCh, OyATO HAYEro CTPaHHOTO He mpoucxoausio. Ho satu
Kayvesv W BOpaBLy ObUIM OOJIBIION CTPAHHOCTHIO.

OHa xotena cnpocuTh y AJiekca, BUAUT JIM OH 3TO, HO, B3IJIsI-
HYB Ha Hero, 3amepina. Ero nuiio Obuto OneHbIM, MOYTH MPO-
3payHbIM B TYCKJIOM BEUEPHEM CBETE, YENTIOCTH CKAThl TaK, YTO
Ha CKyJIax BBICTYIWJIM JKEJIBaKH, a IJ1a3a CMOTPEJIM HE Ha Kaye-



JIM, a 9yThb BBIIIIE — Ty/a, IJe, Ka3aJaoch, HUKOro He Obuto. OH
CMOTpEJ B IYCTOTY, HO BUZEJ HEUTO UHOE.

— AJiekc? — OCTOPOXKHO MO3Baja OHA, YYBCTBYS, Kak IO
cruHe npooderaet Xonoa. — YTo Thl TaM BUAMIIH?

OH He orBeTwiI. Ero pyku B nepuyaTkax Cajauchb B KyJIakH,
TUIEYM HATPSTJINCH, CJIOBHO OH TOTOBWJICA K MPbIKKY. OH CMOT-
peJl Ha Ka4yeJiv, HO BUJEJl HEYTO MHOE — HEYTO, YTO 3aCTaBJIAIIO
€ro KpOBb CTIHYTb B KWJIaX.

AJtekc BUien e€.

Ty TBapp, KOTOpas BOT YK€ HECKOJIBKO JHEN MPUXOANTIA EMY
B KOIIMapax. B 3Tux cHax oHa 1ienTaiga eMy, Kak MblTaTh JIOAEH,
KaK HaXOJWTh UX caOble MecTa, KaK 3aCTaBIsITh MX KpudaTh. Tex
OeHbIX Joziel, uTo 3abpenu He Tyaa. OH MbITajacs COMpOTUB-
JIATHCS, HO OHA BCerja ofepkuBajia Bepx. Beerna nodesxaana u
BCErJa HaXoaWia TbMYy B €ro Jylie, BCKpbIBaja €€, KaK CTapylo
paHy.

U Bot oHa Obuta He BO CHe, a HasBy. KormmMapHoe co3nanue
PacKauMBaJIOCh Ha KayeJsIsiX B3aJ U BIIepEN, U e€ ryObl pacTsAruBa-
JICh B 3HAKOMOW, Jie[isTHOM yibiOke. KpacuBast xkeHIHa, BHICO-
Kas U CTPOMHAS, C UACATIBHOU OCAaHKOU M JINLIOM, KOTOPOE MOIJIO
OBl COMTH 32 aHTENIbCKOE, I ObI He XOJIO/, ICXOIUBIIHIA OT He€
BOJTHaMU. YEpHBble AJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH IOJOOHO Mapy KIyOMJIHCH
HaJl FOJIOBOM Y 3aBUBAJIMCH B CTOPOHBI, CIOBHO 3M€EM, XOTS BETpa
He ObUT0. YEpHOE AMHHOE TUIaThe CTPYMIIOCH TI0 3eMJIE, CKPBI-



Bas JIOIBIKKH, & 30JI0ThIe JIEHTBI, PACIIUTHIE 3aTEHIUBBIM Y30-
POM — MEeperUIeTEHHbIE BUHOTPATHBIE JIO3bI U MEJTKUE 3BE3/IbI,
— YKpallaJid pyKaBa U Moo, MoOJECKUBAs B TYCKJIOM CBeTe.
JKenmmHa aeprkanach pyKamu 3a Iy, HO JIaJJOHEH BUIHO He
ObLJI0 — JJTMHHBIE PyKaBa CKPbIBAJIA UX, CBUCAsI BHU3, OCTABASICh
HETIOJIBVKHBIMHU, CJIOBHO OHH ObLIT HAPVICOBAHBI, & HE CIIHTHI, U
HE MOBTOPSUIY JABVIKEHUS €€ Telia.

U onHa ynpibanach — TakoW MPUBETIMBOU, TIOYTH HEBUHHOU
YJIBIOKOM, CJIOBHO aHTeN, crycTuBiuiics ¢ Hebec. Ho Anekc tou-
HO 3HAJI, YTO OHA Takoe BHYTpU. OH BN €€ CyTb — ThbMY, KO-
TOpasi KJIyousack 3a €€ mpeKpacHbIM JIMIIOM, JIPEBHIO, TOJIO/-
HYI0, KK AYIIYIO.

Ona nomaxasa eMy pyKou, 1 €€ cMeX — TUXHI1, MeJIOIUYHbIi,
TIOXOXHI Ha 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYMKOB, — pa3HECCS M0 Oe3BETPEH-
HOMY BO37ayxy. Kauenu mpomomkanu packauMBaThCsl B TaKT €€
JBHKEHUSM, HO cCaMa OHa He KacaJlach 3€MJIM.

Mapu cHOBa mocMoTpesia Ha miomaaky. Kayenu Bce Tak ke
pacKkauymBaJKCh, HO OOJIbIIIE HUYETO0 HEOOBIYHOTO OHA HE 3aMe-
yasa. Tonbko mycrora.

— AJIekc, Tbl MEHS CBIINIIL? YTO MPOUCXOAUT? — ToJIoc
€€ IPOrHyJ, 1 OHA CXBaTWJa €ro 3a JIOKOThb, HO OH JIaXke He MO-
IIIEBEJTUIICS.

— Huuero, — HaKOHell OTBETUJI OH, U €ro rojoc Mpo3ByYas
POBHO, CJIMIIKOM CHOKOMHO, CJIOBHO OH OTKJIIOYMJI BCE SMOLIMU.



— Ilpocro... Berep.

Mapu noéxusach, XoTs1 B KOMHaTe 0110 Terio. OHa 9yBCTBO-
BaJIa, YTO OH BPET, HO HE MOHMMaJIa, oueMy. E€ B3rsa cHo-
Ba ynajl Ha Kayesu, ¥ BAPYT OHa 3aMETHJIa, YTO OHU IMEPECTAIN
JIBUTAThCS. Pe3ko, Kak 1o KOMaHJie, 3aMep/ii HA MTHOBEHUE. A
3aT€M CHOBAa HA4YaM PACKAYMBATBCA — HO TENEPh YKE B TaKT
YEeMY-TO HEBUJIMMOMY, CJIOBHO KTO-TO YIIPABJISUI UMH U3 TEHU.

Ona nouyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK XOJIOIOK MPOoOesKall Mo CIuHe, U BO-
JIOCHI Ha 3aThUIKe BCTamM api0OoM. Eif crano crpamno. OHa He
MOHMMAJIA, YTO MPOUCXOMUT, HO €€ TEJIO0 pearnpoBajlo camo —
cepie 3a0UII0Ch ObICTpee, bIXaHue COUIIOCH, JIAJIOHU BCIIOTEITH.
OHa xoTesa OTOUTH OT OKHA, HO HOTH CJIOBHO IIPUPOCIIH K MOy,
KaK B [ypHOM CHe, KOrja OeXulllb, a 3eMJIs1 YXOAUT U3-TI0]] HOT.

— Mapu, — ckazan AJiekc, He 000pauuBasiCh, U €ro rojioc
MPO3BYYaJl TJIyX0, MOUTH OE3:)KU3HEHHO, — TeOe HYKHO yeXaTb.
Kak mMoxHO ckopee.

— 3avyeM? — BBIJIaBWJIA OHA, C TPYIOM pa3yienuB IyObl, UyB-
CTBY#1, KaK TOPJIO MEPECOXJIO.

— ITloTomMy 4TO TO, YTO ThlI CEMYAC BUUIIL, — 3TO TOJBKO
Hayaso.

I[To nopore, pa3pe3ast TUIIIMHY, IIpoexajia MapipyTka. bosb-
IIOK KENTHI aBTOOYC, BHYTPH KOTOPOTO CHIEIM JIIOAU, MPO-
MYaJIcss MUMO TIIOIIAIKKA Ha OOJIBIIION CKOPOCTH, TIOJHUMAsI 00-
JIaKO TbLTH. JIUIIIb Ha MUT OH CKPBUI BEJIbMY OT AJieKca, 3aKPbIB



e€ urypy cBoeii xene3Hol creHoil. Korya ke aBToOyc npoexa,
JKeHIMHA rcuesna. Kauenn Oosbliie He IIEBEMIINCh, 3aCTHIB B
HETIOJIBVKHOCTH, KaK Oy/ITO HUKOT/A U HE JBUTAJIHCh.

AJiekc pe3Ko MOBEPHYJICS U OTOIIEN OT OKHA, €ro JIMIO ObLIO
OeqHbIM, Ha JIOY BBHICTYMWJIA UcCTIapuHa. Mapu mpoBOAMIa €ro
B3[JISIIOM, UYBCTBYsI, KAK BHYTPU BCE CHKMMAETCs, 3aTe€M CHOBA
NOCMOTpeIa Ha TUIOIIAJIKY.

Kauenu 3amepnu. Cocem.

Mapu BbIIOXHYJIA, YyBCTBYS, KaK HaIlpsKEHUE MEAJIEHHO OT-
MyCKaeT e€, HO BHYTPH OCTaJIOCh CTPAHHOE, JIMIKOE OEeCrOKOM-
crBo. OHa mnpoBena Jpoxalliedl pyKoy 1Mo BoJocaM U Mokavasa
rosioBor. CkazaTh, YTO OHa UCIYTraJlaCh, — HE CKa3aTb HUYETO.
Ho Benps 310 He Moo ObITh npapaor? Kayenw He Moriu aBu-
ratbcsi camu 1o ce6e. .. TonbKo 4To 3TO BCE OBLIO, a Tereph —
HeT. OHa HaBepHsIKa MPOCTO yCTajia, Neperpenach, NepPeBOHO-
Bajlack. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, 3a mocienHue AHU Mapu nepexuia
CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO CTpecca: aBapusi, OOJIbHUIIA, 3TOT CTPAHHBIH Ma-
PEHb, yIpo3bl yBOJIbHEHM . 1 BCE, UTO €11 Hy’)KHO, — IPOCTO JIEUb
crarts. [la, onpeneéHHo, Jiedb criaTh U 3a0bITh STOT KOIIMap.

OHa BbIIILIa U3 KOMHATBI, HO Ha TOPOre OCTAHOBUJIACH U OIJIsI-
HyJ1ach Ha Asekca. TOT CTos1 y OKHa, CKPECTUMB PyKH Ha Tpy/iH,
¥ CMOTpeJ BHU3, TyAa, riae Obuin mycTbie Kauenu. [lo ero cnm-
He ObLJIO BUJHO, YTO OH HANPSDKEH N0 Mpefesia — MBbIIIIIBI Tie-
PEKATBIBAJIUCH TIO]T TKAHBIO PyOallKy, — HO TPU 3TOM OH ObLI



COBEPIIEHHO HenoABMkeH. OH HU pa3y He MOLIEBEIWIICS, CIIOB-
HO JaJI, 4YTO YTO-TO MPOU30MAET. nn KTO-TO nosiButcs. Mapu
XOTeJla CIPOCUTh, HE HY)KHO JIM €My YTO-TO — BOJIbI, Yasi, IPo-
CTO MOTOBOPUTh, — HO NepeAayMalia. YTo-To B €ro 1o3e roBopu-
JI0 er: He Hano. He ceiuac.

OHa BbIIIUIA, TUXO MPUKPBIB 32 COOOH IBEPb, U MPHUCTIOHUIIACH
K CTEHE B KOPUJIOpE.

B xopupope oHa ocraHOBWIIACK, MpUKaJa JIAAOHb K TPYIH,
YyBCTBYsI, KaK OeIleHO KOJIOTUTCS Cep/lle, M HECKOJIBKO pa3 TITy-
OOKO B3[IOXHYJIA, TIHITASCh YCIIOKOUTHCSA. CTpax He MPOXOIUIL
OH nyJbCUpOBAJ I7Ae-TO BHYTPH, KaK 3aHO3a, KOTOPYIO HEBO3-
MO’KHO BbITalUTh. OHA YyBCTBOBaJIA, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK, HO HE
MOIJIa TTIOHSATh, YTO UMeHHO. Kauesu, ero o, ero CloKOMHbIN,
CJIMIITKOM CHOKOWHBIN ToJIOC. .. BCE 3T0O He CKJIagpIBaIOCh B €111~
HYIO KapTUHY, KaK Ia3J, B KOTOPOM HE XBaTaJjo IJIABHOTO KYCKa.
OHa nokavasa rojloBoi, OTTOHsIsl HAaBaXXJIEHUE, U HaIllpaBUjIach B
CBOI0O KOMHATY, HO BHYTPH OCTaJIOCh HEMPUATHOE, JIMIIKOE YyB-
CTBO, KOTOPOE HE OTITYCKAJO €€ JI0 CAMOro Be4yepa, BOPOYasich B
IpyIy TEMHOU TPEBOTOM.

AJnekc octasics cToATh y OKHA. OH He TymMall HA O YEM KOH-
KPETHOM — OH ITPOCTO CMOTPEJT BHU3, HA IJIOUIAJIKY, T1€ Kayesn
Oosblile He JBUraauch. Ero apixaHue ObLI0 pOBHBIM, HO BHYTPH
Bce Kureno. OH 3Han: oHa Bc€ ewE tam. [Ipocro xa€r. [Ipocro
HaOmonaet. CKaauTcs B TEeMHOTE, HACTAKAAsICh €ro crpaxoM. M



B CJIC/YIOIIUIA pa3 OHA MOSIBUTCSI OJIMIKE.

Ero pyka B mepuarke cxajiach B KyJak TaK CHIIBHO, UTO TIO-
OeJieI KOCTSAIIKY, ¥ OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK CTaphble IIPaMbl O]
TKaHBIO HATSHYJIMCh, HATIOMUHAS O TOM, KeM OH OBbUT M KEM CTaJl.
OH He MOT TIO3BOJIMTH €l BOUTH B 3TOT Mup. He Mor mo3Bonuth
el KocHyThcst Mapu. DT1o OblIa ero BoWHa, ¥ OH JIOJKEH ObUT BbI-
Urparth €€ — WIN YMEpETh, MbITasICh.



I'naBa 6

— Ilpuser.

Anekc ocraHoBuiics. [lapeHb Ckumai B pykax yuyeOHMK —
CTapylo, NOTPENAHHYI0O KHUTY C MOXEJITEBIIMMU CTPAHULIAMH,
KOTOPYIO OH JepXkaJjl TaK, CJIOBHO OHAa MOIJIA 3allMTUTh €ro OT
mupa. OH Mo-npexHeMy ObLI B CBOMX CTPaHHBIX YEPHBIX Mep-
YaTKax, IUIOTHO OOTSATMBAOIIMX Maiblbl, 1 Merru 3ameruia,
Kak ero OOJIBIION Majiel] Ha MTHOBEHHUE CKaJICs Ha KOpeIIKe, KO-
I1a OHAa OKJIMKHYJA ero. Ero Bojockl BCE TaK ke CBUCAIN HUKE
IUIeY — TYCThIE, HEMOCIYLIHbIE, C JIETKUM OecOpsiIKOM, KOTO-
PBIfA IIEN eMy Kyzia Oosibliie, YeM JiioOast akKypaTHasi CTprkkKa. M
nouemMy-1o Merru 3T1o Ka3anoch 3a0aBHbIM. PaHbIlle oHa HHUKO-
ra Obl He MOCMOTpeSia Ha MapHsl C TAKON HePSIIUIMBON MpUUEC-
koi. Kak-To K HEel Moaxoans 3HAKOMUTBCS I0HOIIA, Y KOTOPOTo
BOJIOCHI €/1Ba JOXOIWJIH 10 Tuied, Ho Merru oTdyTO0onmia ero —
TaKUe NMPUYECKU BCETIa aCCOLIMUPOBAIUCH Y HEE C AEBYIIKAMU,
C YEM-TO CJIAIaBbIM U Hecepbe3HbIM. M BOT Teneps Merru Hpa-
BWJICSI TTAPEHb CO CTPYDKKOM a-J1s1 0e3/10MHBII. 3amevaresbHO.

Auekc He criera 0OepHyJICcsl ¥ TOCMOTpen Ha Merru. 914 ra-
3a! JleBylka crosiia 1 cMOTpesia, OJTHOCTHIO YTOHYB B (prosie-
TOBBIX OMYTaX, KOTOPbIE, Ka3aJI0Ch, BTATMBAJIH €€ B ceOs1, JUILIas
BoiM. OHa ciplaza, Kak I'yJaKo CTyYHuT €€ cepAle, Kak IIe-To
JAJIEKO, 3a STUM KOKOHOM, ITPOXOAAT YUYEHUKH, CMEIOTCs, Iepe-
rOBapyBaIOTCS, HO BCE 3BYKHU TOHOCHJIUCH CJIOBHO CKBO3b TOJILY



BO/IbI.

— Ipuset, — ynbiOHYyACs OH. Ero yneioka Oblia caMbIM Tpe-
KpacHbIM, 4TO Merru Buzena B CBOEH XKU3HU — TEIUION, HO C
JIETKOM TEHBIO I'PYCTH, CJIOBHO OH YJIBIOAJICS, HECMOTPSI HA YTO-
TO, UTO Jiexkaso r1yooko BHyTpu. IleBymika moimaina ces Ha
MBICJIH, YTO TOTOBA JIIOOOBATHCS €10 BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS JKHU3HD. M
OHa MOIJIa clienath A Ajekca BCE, yTo Obl OH HM 3aXOTel —
J00yI0 MPUXOTh, JIIOOOW Kampus, TOJBKO YTOOBI OH YJbIOAsCs.
Ho Benp 310 HEHOpMasbHO!

— 4... — Havana TrOBOPUTH [IEBYIIKA, U CJIOBA 3aCTPSUIU B
ropsnie. MbIC/IU TIyTaJIMCh y He€ B TOJIOBE, KaK 3aIlyTaHHBINA KJTy-
OOK, M OHa HEe MOIJIA HAWTU HU OIHOW MpaBWIbHON HUTH. Kak
¥ B IMPOIUIBIA pa3, HUKOTO OOJIbIIIe HE CYIIECTBOBAIO PSIIOM.
[IKOMBHUKY ITUTE MUMO HUX, IIPOXOIVIIN YUUTEIISI, KTO-TO TOJTK-
HyJ e€ TUIeYOoM, HO OHA He TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA. DTOT MOTOK JIIOZIEH
JBUTAJICSI BCETO B METPEe OT HUX M OJHOBPEMEHHO TaK JaJeKo,
CJIOBHO OHM HAXO/IUJIUCh B KOKOHE — TOJIKO OHH BIIBOEM, U BECh
MUp TepecTant UMeTh 3HAUCHHE.

— Kak y Te6s nena? — HaKOHeI| CMOTIJIa BHIJABUTh U3 CeOst
Merru, 1 rojoc e€ mpo3ByYas XpUILIo, OYTH KaJKO.

«'ocnoou, kakas e o6ezoapHas ppaza!»— Merru MbiCIeH-
HO 3acTtoHasia. OHa Obl TPUKPBUIA IJ1a3a JIAJOHSMU, eCITU Obl ObI-
JIa OITHa, HO Cefvac OHa CTOsLIa TIepel HUM, YyBCTBYS, KaK INEKU
3aJIMBaeT pyMsiHell, U He MOIJIa cieaTh HUYero, YToObl CacTu
CHUTYAIHIO.

[TapeHb KMBHYI, 1 €r0 YJIBIOKA CTaja YyTh IIUpE.



— Cnacu60, Bc€ xoporto. Y Te0s kak?

— W y mensa, — Merru norynuia B3I, pacCMaTpUBast
CBOM TAJIbIIBI, KOTOPbIE TePeOUIN Kpail pykaBa. — MoxeT, mpo-
rysisiemcs ceroans? Iloroga oueHb xopoinasi, TEmasi.

«Hy mwt u oypa! Imo on dondxcen meds kyoa-mo 3eams! On
00N4CeH NPOABAANb HACMOWMUBOCb, A He Mbl!» — OHA MbICJIEH-
HO OTYMTHIBAJIA Ce0s1, HO HE MOIJIa OCTAaHOBUTHCHI.

— Ha, 6pu10 OB Herioxo. Toraa mocne y4éosl? — ero rojaoc
ObLT POBHBIM, TIOYTH Oe3pa3iuyHbIM, HO Merru nmouyausiaoch B
HEM 4YTO-TO TEILIOE.

— Ja, xopomo. — C 3tumu ciioBaMy Merru Xotelia pa3Bep-
HYTbCSl U YWTH, TIOKa OH HE YBH[EJ, KaK OHA KpacHeeT, HO He
cmoria. Horu ciioBHO mpupociu K Mojty, ¥ OHa TIPOCTO CTOsIIA,
VIS HA Hero.

3aro cmor oH! AJieKc ITPOCTO B35 M YIIEN, OCTABUB €€ CTOSATh
B KOPUJIOPE C BBITAPAIIEHHBIMHU IJIa3aMH M OTKPBHITHIM pTOM. Ero
mary ObuTM OECITyMHBIMU, U OH MCYe3 3a TIOBOPOTOM, Jake He
0OEpHYBIIHCh.

«Humepecro, on yoice 3a6vin my nycmyro 6aonounky ? Haoe-
10Cb, Umo 0a»,— MeJIbKHYJIO B roioBe y Merru, korja oHa CMOT-
pesia Ha ero yAaJsIoILyIocs CIIMHY, YyBCTBYsI, KaK BHYTPU 3aKH-
maeT CMech Pa304apoBaHMs U CTPAHHOTO, TOYTU OOJIE3HEHHOTO
BJICYCHUSI.

Cam Bujien, 9T0 OHU MIJIO OeceyoT. Bunen, kak Merru yibi-



6aeTcss — TOM caMO¥ YJIBIOKOM, KOTOPYIO OHA HUKOT/IA He Japh-
7a emy. U B35, KOTOPHIM OHA Harpajauiia 3TOro yomoaka, HU
C YeM He CIyTaTh: B HEM ObLIa Ta ITyOMHA, TO TEIJIo, KOTOpoe
CsM Tak OTyUasiHHO TBITAJICS 3aBoeBaTh Mecsiiamu. OH BUIEl,
Kak Msrru cMOTpUT Ha 3TOro AJiekca, Kak €€ rjla3a CUsIoT, U
3T0 pBajio CaMa M3HYTPH, Pa3arpasio Ha KYCKH, OCTABIISIS TOMb-
KO ITyCTOTY U SIPOCTb.

[Mapens cxxas Kylaky ¢ TaKOW CUJIOH, YTO MOOesIeNn KOCTSIII-
KW, U HOTTH BITWIKCH B JIAJOHU, OCTaBJIsisi KPACHBIE MOTyMecs-
161 CaM He 4yBCTBOBaJT OOJIM — TOJIBKO OTOHb, KOTOPBIN Pasro-
pajicsl B Ipy/iy.

B Takom GemtenctBe CaM JaBHEHBKO He ObUL. DTOT yOIIOI0K
TOJIBKO TOSIBUJICS, @ YK€ CTOJIbKO M3-3a Hero npooOsemM! OH OTHSI
y Hero 6er — ero Oer, KoTopbiM C3M TopawiIcs ¢ IeTCTBA, — U
TeTiepb MbITAJICS OTHSTh €r0 JICBYIIKY.

Cnopt 6bu1 1y1s1 Coma Bcem. C paHHEro JIeTCTBa OH XOOWII B
CEKIMIO, U TPEHEepHl MPOYIIn eMy Besnkoe Oymyriee. OH Obu1
OTMEHHBIM OOMIIOM, HO UMEHHO Oer ObUT ISl HETO CAMbIM BaK-
HBIM Ha CBETe — TeM, YTO JaBaJIO €My OIIyIeHHe KOHTPOJS,
BJIaCTU Haj1 coOoil. BepHee, OH Tak 1ymas 10 NosiBJIeHUs1 Merru.
A Tenepb e€ B3I ObLT TPUKOBAH K IPYTOMY, M 9TO OBLIIO XYKe
MOOO0T0 MOPaKEHNS HA TOPOKKE.

«He ebtiioem!»

VYOmoaok pa3BepHyscs M MOMIEN B ero cTopoHy. OTIMYHO.
CaMm cripsiTasics 3a TOBOPOTOM, M3-32 yIJIa KOTOPOTO BCE TO Bpe-
M1 BBITJISIIBIBAT, IPUKUMASICh CTTHOU K XOJIOMHOM CTeHe, ¥ CTall



KJ1aTh, YYBCTBYS, KaK CEpALIe KOJIOTUTCS T/ie-TO B TOpIie.

Bckope napeHb MosiBUJICS — €ro JUIMHHBIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI
KaYHYJIMCh, KOTJ]a OH MOBEpHYJ 3a yroi. Korma on nopaBHsuics
¢ CaMoMm, TOT pBaHyJI BIEPEA U IIPUXKAJI €r0 TJIEYOM K CTEHE, C
CWJIOW BJABJIMBAsI B IITYKATYPKY.

— HagepHnoe, Te6e 910 HpaBUTCS, OECUTh MEHSI? — 3aIlUIIes
OH HOBEHbKOMY Ha yXO, YyBCTBYS, KaK €ro JbIXaHue cOUBaeTCs
OT sipocTu. — Bc€ y Tedst XopoIio, MaibII?

YOmonok He Moprasi cMOTpesl eMy B rJlaza — (PHOJIETOBbIE,
XOJIOIHBIE, Oe3 enuHoi sMormu. Ot storo B3rsaa Cam B30ecu-
cs em€ 6osmbinie. OH kJIan cTpaxa, kJ1aj, 4To ITOT IIEHOK 3a/1pO-
’KUT, HAUHET ONPaBABIBATHCS UM YMOJIATS O noiazie. Ho BMecto
9TOTO OH CMOTPEJI C KAKUM-TO CHUCXOXKJIEHUEM, C JIETKOM, IOUTH
HACMEIITMBOM YXMBUIKOU Ha ryoax. CiioBHO Cam ObUT 1)1l HETO
HE Yrpo30id, a MPOCTO HA30MIUBBIM HACEKOMBIM.

— Yr0-TO HE Tak? — CIPOCUJ HOBEHbKUM, U €T0 T0JI0C ObLI
CIHOKOMHBIM, POBHBIM, CJIOBHO HAYEro He mpoucxoauso. OH aa-
K€ He TIBITAJICSI BBIPBATHCS, IIPOCTO CTOSLT U CMOTPEJI, U 9TO CIO-
KOWCTBHE OBLJIO CTpaIIIHEee JIIOOW arpeccuu.

Kto-TO c3agu cxBatril CaMa 3a 140, MbITasiCh OTTAIlUTh,
HO TOT C CWJIOH JISITHYJI Hamajamomero JoKTéM. KTo-Tto oxHyil,
TIOCJTBIIIAJICS CITABJICHHBIN BCKPUK, HO CaMy ObUIO BCE paBHO —
MUP CY3WICSI IO TOTO JIUIIA, O ITUX IJ1a3, KOTOPble CMOTPENN
Ha HETO C JIEASHbIM CIIOKOMCTBUEM.

— Emg¢ pa3 s yBuxky Te0s1 ¢ Merru, — nporienTai OH Ha yXO
yOJTIOZIKY, YYBCTBYsI, KaK €ro rojioc IPOKUT OT €/IBa ClIepKUBae-



Mo¥ 3710061, — OBITh Oefie. OHa Mosi IeByIIKa. Thl MEHsI MOHSLIT,
MaJibl? KuBHM, eciy MOHSII.

Nx rna3a BcTpetuauch. M 1oaruid Mur ABa napHsi CMOTPEIU
u3yyamle Apyr Ha gpyra — CsM IbITalCS HAWTH B HEM CTpax,
a AJiekc, Ka3aock, MPOCTO k/1aj1, KOIJa 3aKOHYUTCS STOT CIIEK-
TaKJib. 3aT€M HOBEHbKUU MEJJICHHO KHUBHYJI TOJIOBOW U CJIETKa
YJIBIOHYJICSI OJIHUMH TyOaMU — TOW CaMOM YJIBIOKOM, KOTOpast
3actaBuiia Coama CTUCHYTD 3yObl IO CKpexkeTa.

— Cnacu60 3a noHnMaHue, — CaM BBITYCTHII €T0 U pa3Bep-
HYJICS, YYBCTBYSl, KAK BHYTPHU BCE KUITUT.

3a HUM cTosut yuutenb yap u 1€p OOK, MOpIIachk OT OOJH.
Ero nuiio 6b110 61eAHbIM, TYOBI OMKAThl. CIM B3/I0XHYJI, YyB-
CTBYSI, KaK pa3jipa)keHue MepPeKpbIBaeT Aake sipOCTb.

— Yero BaM HYKHO? — CIIPOCHJI OH pa3Ipa)eHHO.

— Csm Byn, B ynapwim MeHst! §1 cooOriy Bammmm pojuTe-
asm! — ronoc [dyapa aposkai, HO B HEM 3By4asla HENO//Ie/IbHas
ooua.

— WzBunnre, muctep [lyap, — Cam yabIOHYIICS CBOEH caMOi
00asATeNIbHOM YJILIOKOH, CTapasch yOpaTh U3 Tojloca MeTajuinJe-
ckue HoTku. — He xoten. Ho ecnu Bbl ckaxeTe namne, OoH pac-
crpoutcsi. Mbl Bellb HE XOTUM 3TOro0, mpaBaa’?

Hyap momxan ryobl 1 yMJauics povb, 00pPMOYa UTO-TO O Har-
JIOCTU COBPEMEHHBIX JIETEH, O TOM, KaK OH yCTaJl OT 9TOr0 Xama,
¥ O TOM, YTO 00SI3aTEIbHO HAIUIILIET 3asiBIEHHE.

Korga Cam oGepHyJicst TOCMOTpETh Ha yOITO/IKa, TOTO yke U
CJief] MPOCTBUI — KMCYE3, PACTBOPUJICS B KOPUIIOPE, KaK TEHb.



«Coexcan, mpyc»,— nogyman CoM, HO BHYTPH ILIEBEIbHYIICS
HETIPUATHBINA X0J010K. OH He ObLT YBEpeH, 4To 3TO ObUI CTpax.
Ckopee, 4TO-TO Ipyroe — TO, YTO OH HE MOT OOBSICHUTH, HO UTO
3aCTaBJISIO €ro KOXKY IMOKPhIBATbCS MYpallIKaMHu.

On weén psapom c Hell. Hakonen-To!

Kazanoce, 6ynro Merru xaajna 3Toro MOMeHTa LIeNylo Beu-
HOCTb, XOT$I IIPOIILJIO BCETO HECKOJIBKO YaCOB. YPOKU TSHYJIMCh
HEBBIHOCUMO JIOJITO — OHA CMOTpEJIA HA Yachl KAKAbIE IIATh MU-
HYT, HE CJIbIIIIAJIA yYUTEJIeH, He BU/IENa 3anmcer B Terpaau. 1 Bor
HaKOHell, KOrJla OHU 3aKOHYMJIUCh, HACTAJIO BPeMsl JOJITOKJaH-
HoW BcTpeud. OHa Halllia €ro y BbIXO/a, M OHM TOLUIA PSIZIOM, U
MUP BOKPYT IEPECTaA CyIIECTBOBATD.

— Hy u kak 1e6e ypok ¢utocodpun y JIbcbepa? — cripocu-
7a ero Merru, crapasich, YTOObI TOJIOC 3ByYall HEMPUHYKIEHHO,
XOTsI BHYTpPH BC€ TpereTtasio. BriepBbie B cBOeii ’KM3HM OHA ObLia
BBIHY)K7IeHa HaunHaTh Oeceny. [leppoii! ['ne BooOIe Takoe BH-
JaHo.

— OdeHb 3aHATHO, OJJHAKO KAaK-TO CTPAHHO ObUIO CIIBIIIATD
Takoe Mpo MakuaBeyii, — OTBETHJI AJIEKC, M €ro Tojioc ObLI
33 JyMUYMBBIM, CIIOBHO OH IEPEKEBBIBAJI POYMTAHHOE U TENEPh
JEJTUIICS MBICTISIMU.

— Hla? Yro umenHo? — Merru n3o0pas3uia 3aMHTepecoBaH-
HOCTb, XOTSI Ha CaMOM JIeJIe He TIOMHUJIA HU CJIOBA U3 JIEKIUU.

— Hy, BOT cMOTpH, — Hayas roBopuTh AJIEKC, U €ro Ijasa



YyTh OKMBWJINCh, — MaKHaBeJuld CUUTAI, YTO MPABUTEND JOJ-
’KeH OpaTh OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a TO, UTO OH coBepiiaet. [1o dak-
Ty, IPaBUTEb JIOJDKEH CTaTh TUPAHOM M TIOMYMHUTH ceOe CBOW
K€ HapoJ| B MIEPHOJL CMYThI.

— Hy, 310 1 roBopun cerogus JIbcpep, — mnoxana mie4yamu
Merru.

— [la, HO Benpb, €ciM NoAyMaTh, TOT IMPABUTENb 3aXBaThIBa-
er Biactb. Jlomyctum, uaeT BoiHa. OH OTMETaeT ApYrux KaH-
JMJATOB U COOCTBEHHOPYYHO 3aXBATBIBAET BJIACTh. BO3MOXKHO,
yCTpauBaeT MepeBOpoT. BrIHYk/1aeT CBOMX MOAJAHHBIX OOSATHCS
€ro, CUMTAas1, YTO TOJIBKO CUJIOW MOKHO JOCTUTHYTh PABOU 1IEJIH.

— He nonumatro, k ueMy Thl KJIOHUIIIb, — MpU3HaNach Merry,
JyBCTBYsI ce0s1 HEMHOTO TJTYTIO.

AJlekc 3aiymMalics, U Ha €ro JIMIE NOSBUIOCh TO ke BbIpaxKe-
HUE — COCPEIOTOYEHHOE, IMOYTH NIeYaJIbHOE. 3aTeM OH MTPOAOII-
KWL

— Tonbko K TOMy, YT0 MakunaBeJlsIi B CBOMX TPYAAX HUTJE HE
YIIOMUHAJI, YTO JIeJIaTh TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK, CKaXkeM, BOWHA TTOOexk-
JeHa, HapoJ cBodogeH. Ho He cBOOONEH OT rHéTa CBOEro Ipa-
Butesisd. He Haxonuilib, 4To Kakas-To OQHOCTOPOHHSS CUTYalUs
BbIxonut? [IpaBuTesib criacaet Hapo/I, HO MPY 3TOM CaM K€ U CTa-
HOBUTCS €r0 YTHETaTeJIEM TOCJIE TOrO, KaK CIPaBUIICS CO CBOEU
3a7a4eit.

— XM. Tl KJIOHMIIIb K TOMY, YTO MPABUTENb ITOT MOXKET. ..
— Merru nomnsiTanack yJI0BUTh HUTh €TI0 MbICIIH.

— Jla, MOXeT OKa3aTbCs XYALIUM 3JI0M, YeM TO 3JI0, KaKoe



MoOrJI0 Obl OOpYIIMTHCS HAa HApOJ, — MOOBITOXKMWI AJiekc. Ero
rOJIOC CTaJl THIIE, IOYTH 3arOBOPIIUIIKUM. — A UTO, eciiu Obl
He ObUTOo 3TOoro npasutensa? Yto, eciu 3710, OT KOTOPOTO OH Tak
IBITAJICS CIIACTH JIIOJIEH, BOBCE U HE 3710 IO CBOeM cylHOCTH. Kak
CUMTAENIb?

Merru 3agymanach, 4yBCTBYs, KaK €ro CJIOBa OT3bIBAIOTCA B
HEN YeM-TO 3HAKOMbIM, HO HEYJIOBUMBIM.

— Pemaer Touka 3peHus1, — cKasajia OHa MeJIJIEHHO, IIpuMe-
psist MbICTb. — JUJIs1 IpaBUTEIsl €0 MOCTYNKU C €r0 TOYKHU 3pe-
Hus OynyT noopom. Hy a ¢ TOUkM 3peHust BparoB — UX MyTh U
ecTb 100po. [IpaB TOT, KTO cunTaeT ceOs MpaBbIM.

— VmenHo! — B miazax Ajekca MesbKHYJa UCKpa ofo0pe-
HUs1, 1 Merru nouyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK TEIUIO pa3jiMBaeTcsl B IPY/IU.
— BOT 1 BBIXOOUT, YTO MOCKE TOTO, KAaK JIEJN0 CAEJIAHO, MPaBU-
TeJb J0okeH YiTH. Ho o0s3areibHO NOMKeH yuTu no j100poi
BOJIe, YTOOBI HAPOJ] MOYYBCTBOBAJ U30ABJIEHHE.

— Kak 310 BCE caMIKOM CIIOXKHO, — Y/IBIOHYIach Merru,
YyBCTBYSI, UTO rOJIOBA HAET KPyroM. — YUTo ObI OH OCTaBIII TIO-
ciie ceOst mprueMHMKa?

— Her, — nokayvast rojioBord AJIEKC, U €ro YEPHbIE BOJIOCHI
KAYHYJIMCh B TakKT JBWkeHu0. — [locne Toro, kKak oH cnac Ha-
POA, OH JIOJIKEH YUTH MOJTHOCTBIO, TEM CAMBIM JaB HAPOAY IPABO
BbIOOpa HOBOTO BOXaka. [lemokpatusi.

— B 3TOM €ecTb Kakoi-To cMbICIT, — cKa3aia Merru, Xotsl Ha
caMOM JieJie OHa [yMaJjia COBCEM O APYroM — O TOM, KaK €ro ro-
JIOC JIACKAET CITYX, O TOM, KaK OH )KECTUKYJIUPYET, KOrJa TOBOPUT



0 YEM-TO BaXKHOM.

— la, — Auiekc 3amMoI4all M1 MOCMOTpPEN BOEPEA, TyAad, Tae
CKBO3b JIEpeBbs1 ke BUAHEJICS MapK. — 3Haelllb, KOrAa Thl ObLT
B MUpe, TJie MPaBWI Xaoc, MOHUMAelllb, YTO BJIACTh U CBOOOAA
— 3TO He MPOCTO CJIOBA. ITO BbIOOP. — OH B3/I0XHYJI, U BAPYT
€ro JIMI0 OCBETHJIOCH YIIBIOKOM. — XBaTuT hrtocodpuu. aait
0 4€M-HUOYIb MPOCTOM.

OHu BONIUIM B NapK Kak pa3 TOrjaa, Korga COJMHLE YKe Ha-
YaJio CITyCKaThCsl K TOPU30HTY, OKpaInBasi HeOO B TEIUIbIE 30-
JIOTUCTO-OpaHXeBble ToHA. CBET MpoOUBaCs CKBO3b COCHOBBIE
KPOHBI, UTPasi HA MIIIUCTBIX CTBOJIAX U CYXOW TPaBe, MpeBpalias
OOBIYHYIO TPOIIMHKY B CKa304HBIN Kopuaop. Bo3ayx max xBoeit,
pa3orpeTon 3a JIeHb KOPOU W JIETKOW BJIaro, KOTopasl MOJIHU-
Mazachk OT 3eMiM. ['ie-To Brajeke cipblancs JETCKUA CMEX 1
NTUYMM TOMOH, a JIETKAW BETEP LIEBEJINI JIUCTBY, CO3/1aBast TH-
XU, YCIIOKauBaOMK 1yM. Merru BApyr 3aMeTuiia, 4to 37ech
HEOOBIYHO TUXO — HE TaK, Kak B TOpPojie C €ro BEYHOU CYETOM,
a Mo-0COOEHHOMY CIOKOiHO. OHa MoYTH (PU3MUYECKH YyBCTBO-
BaJia, KaK HaNpPsKEHUE OTIYCKAaeT €€, KOrla OHU UIYT IO 3TOU
TpPONUHKE psiioM. Eii Ka3anock, 4TO 3TOT MOMEHT — CaMbli ITPpa-
BUJIbHBIN B €€ j)KM3HU, U OHA XOTeJla MPOUIUTh €ro HaBCcerja.

Ona HEBOJIBHO 3aMeJIvIIA 1Iar, pasrisagbBas aepesbs. Coi-
HeYyHble OJMKM TaHIIEBAJM HA CTBOJIAX COCEH, U B 3TOM CBETe
Jlec Ka3aJicsi TOYTH BOJIIIEOHBIM, COIIEANINM CO CTPAHUI] CTaphIX
CKa30K, KOTOpble OHa ynTaia B gercree. Ho Merru Bapyr 3ame-
TWJIA HEYTO CTPAHHOE — B HECKOJIBKUX METPAX OT TPOIMHKH,



Cpeny TYCTOro MarnopoTHHUKA, OfHA BeTKa Obula ciomaHa. Ce-
KW U37I0M OeJie1 Ha TEMHOM Kope, CJIOBHO KTO-TO HEJTABHO TTPO-
IET TaM, XOTsI TPOITBI TaM He ObLIO, & KYCThI ObUTH CJIUIIIKOM TY-
CTBIMM JJI51 CJTy4alHOTO NTPOX0kero. Merru Haxmypuiiach, HO He
CTajla OCTaHABJIMBATbCSI — €M MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA MIPOCTO MPU-
JyMaJia 3TO, YTO CTPAaX U TPEBOra, HAKOIUIEHHBIE 3a MOCJIEAHNE
JTHU, UCKaXKaIOT PEaTbHOCTD.

ConHile caguiioch BCE HUXKE, TEHU CTAaHOBWJIMCH JJIMHHEE U
TyIle, BBINON3ast U3-T0J] JePEBbeB U OOBOJIAKMBAS TPOIMHKY.
Bosnyx Hauan xonongare, 1 Merru no€xuiach — He TO YTOOBI
el ObUTIO XOJIONHO, CKOpee OHA MOYYBCTBOBAJIa, KaK YTO-TO W3-
MEHWIOCh BOKPYT. Jlec nepecras Ka3aTbcsi CKa304HbIM. Teneppb
OH BBIIVISIIE] TEMHBIM, TAMHCTBEHHBIM, CT'YIIAIOIIMMCS] — CJIOB-
HO CaMHM JIEPEBbsI CMBIKAIMCh HAl UX TOJIOBAMM, OTpe3asi MyTh
Hazaj,.

Merru pesko OblBaja B TOM MapKe, MPeAnounTast MporyaKu
B IpYTUX, Oosee MmogHbIX MecTax. Ho oHa oueHb xoTesna mokasaThb
AJIeKCy ropoJi — €ro yiOTHbIE YJIOYKH, CTapble 30aHHs, TUXHE
CKBEphl — M HavyaJla MMEHHO C TMapkKa, peliuB, YTo 3TO Oyder
Jyylllee Havyajo.

— Kak 1ebe Bua? — crpocuiia OHa, IMOKa3biBasi PyKOH Ha
HeOoJbIMe Kademky B BUJIE MAIAled, KOTOpble BUIHEINCH
BJAJIeKe. — Y Hac OOBIUHBIN ropoj, TyT mMaiio moneil. Ho ects
Y TIpUE3kKHEe, KOHEUHO.

— V¥ Bac o4eHb KpacuBbli ropof. Takoit xuBoit. Y moau npu-
BET/IMBbIE, 0OCOOEHHO B BaIlleM KJiacce, — AJIEKC YIBIOHYIICS, U



Merru mokas3auoch, U4To ero yJIslOKa cTajna 4yyTh Teriee.

— Jla, y Hac HEIJI0XOM KJIacC, — COIIACKIIACh OHA, YyBCTBYH,
Kak e€ cepaiie ObETC varle.

— Kcrary, y 1ebs BpoJe Kak ecTb MOJOJOH 4YeloBeK... —
AJnekc mpousHEC 310 HeOpexkHO, HO Merru MovyBCTBOBaNA, KaK
BHYTPH BCE 000PBAIIOC.

«O nem! Tonvko ne smo! On umo-mo emy ckazaan...»

— AJIeKc, 3TO He MpaB/a, — OHa [OKpaCHeNa, YyBCTBYs, Kak
MIEKM 3QJIMBaeT xapoM. — BepHee, nonynpasaa. OH... Obul, U
MBI paCCTAJIUCh.

OH nosxaJ rieyaMu, 1 ero JIMIO OCTaIOCh OeCCTPACTHBIM, HO
Merru nokasajiock, 4TO B €ro [Jla3ax MeJIbKHYJIa TeHb MHTEpeca.

— A oH 3HaeT 00 3ToM?

«Hy mouno umo-mo cxkazan!»— MbICIIEHHO 3acTOHasIa Mer-
TU.

— 4 roBopuiia emy! Mbl pa3oILIUCh, U Ha 3TOM BCE! — OHa
MIOYTH BBIKPUKHYJIA 9TH CJIOBA, 3aTeM B3siila ceOst B pyKu. — «H
8000Ue, nouemy 51 ONPasovlBaiocs neped Hum? Kmo on mme 6o-
obue, oa si...» — Ipasna! [ToBepb MHe! — 3aKOHYMIIA OHA yXKe
6oJiee CIOKOWMHO, TJIsi/isl eMy B IJ1a3a.

AJlekc cHOBa MOXkaJl MJIeYaMu U TIOAIMUTHYJT €l — KOPOTKO,
MOYTH HEYJIOBMMO. B ero rmazax orpaxa’scs CBET 3aKara, Jesas
UX MOXOXMMHU Ha pa3dMTOe CTEeKJIO, MeperBaoieecs (prosero-
BbIMU Y 30JIOTBIMU UCKPAMH.

«[loorcanyticma, nosepb mue!»

— AJIeKC. .. — HayvaJla OHa, He 3Has, YTO CKa3aTh JaJIblIIE.



— JlaBaii cMeHUM Temy, — YJIBIOHYJICS OH, CJIOBHO UyBCTBYSI
e€ 3amemarenabCcTBO. — EcTh n y Tes1 6patbs, cECTpbI?

— Her, — obpayoBasiach Takoil mepemene Merru, BbIIbIXast
c obneryenneM. — ¢l ofgHa B cembe. A...y 1e0s?

Toneko ceryac Merru moHsjia, 4To BOOOIE HE 3HAET O HEM
Huvero. Hu rae oH poausics, HU €CThb JI 'y HErO POJHbIE.

— 41... — AJieKc 3amHyJics, U ero rojioc CTaj ryIie, CJIOBHO
OH HATKHYJICSl HA 4TO-TO OonesHeHHoe. — I onguH. Ho y MeHs
€CTb OTell.

— Bor kak? Tsl ¢ HuM niepeexan? M BooOirie, rie Thl OCTaHO-
BUJICSI? — CIPOCUJIa OHA, CTapasiCh HE HAAABIUBATh, HO JII0OO-
IBITCTBO OpaJio BEpX.

— Her, g npuexan oqud. OctaHOBWICA Y. .. y TETYIIKKM Mapu
I'epran.

«Ox, uépm!»

Beixonut, on miemsHHUK ['pbiM3bl! Merru crasna nmxopajnoy-
HO BCIIOMUHATh, He OCKOPOJIsLIa JIM OHA €€ B MPUCYTCTBUU AJIeK-
ca. MbIciiM OTKa3bIBAJIUCh CIIYIIATHCS, HO BpoAe HeT... OHa cra-
pajiach JiepkaTh sI3bIK 32 3yOamu, Korga Mapu Obuia psijiom.

— Ouenb xoporias xeHumHa! — Merru cioxuia pyku 3a
CTIIMHOM ¥ BBIJIaBUJIA M3 ce0s caMyI0 UCKPEHHIOK YJIBIOKY. — Ta-
Kast joOpasi! A omeBaercsi Kak... MOAHO!

AJtexc mouecalt 3aThlJIOK, ¥ ero IyObl APOTHYJIM B YCMEIIIKE.

— Hy, mMHe ka3asioch, 4TO OHa He ymeeT ofeBatbcs. Ho pa3
ThI TOBOPHIIIb TaK, TO, HABEpHOE, TeOe BuaHee. OX yxk 3Ta Moja.

«Bom uépm! Cnoea npomax!»— Merru no4yBCTBOBAJIA, KaK



€€ IIEKU BCIIBIXUBAIOT e11I€ cuiibHee. OHa pelunia, 4To rnopa cMe-
HUTb TeMY, ¥ BBIOpaja TO, 4TO MYYHJIO €€ C TIepBOM BCTPEUH.

— AJIekc, — Havasia OHa, CTapasiCh, YTOOBI FOJIOC 3ByYal POB-
HO, — CKaXH, [M0YeMy Thl XOAMIIIb B MepyaTkax?

OH omycTui B3IV U IOCMOTPEN HA CBOM PYKM — Ha YEp-
HYIO KOXY, KOTOpasi TJIOTHO OOTSITMBajIa MaJIbIlbl, CKPbIBasl TO,
91O OBUIO IO/ Hel. Ero 1muieun 4yTh HaIpsIrIuCh.

— Ipocto 6010Ch, MOaY HE TTOUMYT MEHsI, €C/IA YBUJIAT. . .

— Yro yBUIAT? — TUXO cripocuyia Merru, 4yBCTBYS, Kak
BHYTPY 3aKUIIAET JIIOOOIBITCTBO.

— Ipambl. — OH NOAHSAJT TOJOBY M MOCMOTPEN Ha HEE, 1
B ero (hMoJIeTOBHIX IIa3aXx MeJIbKHYJIA TaKkas rIyOoKasi, IPEBHSSA
0oJ1b, uTO Merru Ha MrHOBeHUE 3a0bl1a, Kak Ablmarth. — OHu
HANIOMHMHAIOT MHE O ITPOLUION KU3HMU.

— Kakoi yxac! — BbIToOXHY/1a OHa. — Hy, 1ipamsl xe yKpa-
malT Myxuuny. M 9To e ObUIo B TBOEM mpornioi ku3Hu? Kto
X OCTaBUJI?

OH orycTui B3MIsi, — HOYb YK€ HACTYyNaIa, U B TEMHOTE €r0
r71a3a CBETUJIMCh MATKUM (DUOJIETOBBIM CBETOM, CJIOBHO JIBa J1a-
nékux ponapsi. Korma oH 3aroBopuii, ero rojaoc Obl1 TUXHM, TI0-
9Tr 6€33BYYHBIM, HO KaXKJ0€ CJIOBO BPE3aJIOCh B TUIIIHHY.

— Ux ocraBuium Ha maMsATh. YTOOBI A Beerga IOMHUIL.

— K10? — ménorom cnpocuia Merru, 4yBCTBYs, KaK X0JO-
JIOK TIpo0OeraeT 1o CI1He, He UMEIOITUI HIYero o0IIero ¢ Beuep-
Hel npoxJagoi. — Kto ux ocraBmn?

Anekc nogHs1 Ha He€ B3MIAA. Ha MrHoBeHue B €ro rjaszax



MEJIBKHYJIO YTO-TO TEMHOE, IOYTH 3J10€ — TaKOE 4YyKO€, YTO
Merru otmiaTHys1ach Obl, €CJIA ObI MOIJIA, — HO OH MOPTHYII, U
OHO HCYE3JI0, YCTYNMUB MECTO MpexkHer MArkoctu. Mnm macke
MATKOCTH.

— Te, KTO X0Teu, 4TOOHl s He 3a0bIBaJl, — CKa3aJl OH, U I'0-
JIOC €r0 3ByYaJl pOBHO, HO C METAJUIMYECKOM HOTKOM, KOTOpast
3actaBuia Merru no€xutbcsi. — Te, KTO 3HaJ, 4TO s TOJIKEH
IIOMHMTb.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH pe3KO NOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY B CTOPOHY Jieca —
Tyaa, rae Merru 3ametuiia ClIoMaHHYyIo0 BeTKy. Ero B3 3aaep-
’KaJicsl HA TOM MecTe, OyATO OH YBUAE TaM KOTO-TO WJIU YCJIbI-
11aJ1 3ByK, HEJOCTYIHBIN €€ yimam. OH 3amep, BeCh HaIpsArcs, u
Merru nokasasaock, 4YTO OH TOTOBUTCA K MPBIKKY. 3aTeM OH TaK
ke OBICTPO OTBEPHYJICS, Y €r0 JIUIO CHOBA CTAJIO CIIOKOWHBIM,
Kak OyJTO OH MOCTAaBWJI Nepeji COOON HEBUIMMBIN IITUT.

— Huuero, — cka3zait oH, CJIOBHO OTBeUas Ha €€ HEBBICKA3aH-
HbII Boripoc. — [Tokazanock.

Merru xoTesia ClipOCHUTb, YTO OH TaM YBHJIEN, HO YTO-TO B €I0
JIMIIE OCTAHOBUJIO €€ — KaKasi-TO 3aKPbITOCTb, KOTOpasi FOBOPU-
na: «He nonxonu, He ceityac». OHa mpomMosyasia, HO 3alOMHIIIA
TOT MOMEHT, YyBCTBYsI, KAK BHYTPH IIEBEIUTCS OECITOKOMCTRO.
Ei nokazanock, 4To OH JIKET, HO OHA HE CTaJIa HACTauBaTh.

Merru oOorHana ero u BCTaja BOEpPEeAd, 3aropaxuBas emy
nyTh. OH NOAHSII Ha HEE B3IJIS]L, U B €T0 [J1a3aX YMTaJIach IevYalib
— TaKas nIyOoKas, UTo y He€ CXKaJoch Ceplie.

— Y10 THI rOBOPHILIL. .. UTO THI JOTKEH MIOMHUTL? — CIIPO-



CWJIa JEBYIIKA, YYBCTBYS, KaK €€ rojoc JIPOKUT.

AJlekc TIoXaJT TUIedaMu — JKeCT, KOTOPBIN JTOJKEeH ObLT Ka-
3aThCsl HEOPEKHBIM, HO BBITJISIAEI MOYTH OTYASTHHBIM.

— IloMHUTB, KTO S TaKOM.

— OX, MOXET, HE BCE TaK IUIOX0? — MerTu 1arsyJsia K Hemy,
JyBCTBYs HEMPEOAOINMOE KeJIaHUEe KOCHYThCSI €r0, TPOOUTD Ty
creny. — Ilokaxu MHe ux.

N ona B34y1a €ro 3a pyKy M craja najbllaMy CTATUBATDH NEP-
YaTKy C €ro MpaBoy JIaJJOHU, YyBCTBYs MOJ TKAHbIO XOJIOZ €ro
KOXH U HAITPSIKEHUE MBI,

AJtekc OTCTpaHWICs, MSITKO, HO HACTOMYMBO yOpaB €€ pyKy B
cropoHy. Ha MraoBenue ero apixanve comioch — Merru 3ame-
THJIA 3TO, BU/ENA, KaK €ro IPyab MOTHSIACH UyTh ObICTpee, Kak
OH Ha MI'HOBEHHE 3aKpbUT IJIa3a, CJIOBHO COOMpasi CHIbL. 3aTeM
OH YJIBIOHYJICSI — HO 3TO ObUIa He Ta TEIUIas YJIBIOKa, a TopbKas,
MOYTU U3BUHSAIONIASACSA, KOTOPasi 3aCTaBUIIA €€ CEep/ILIEe CKAThCA.

— U3BuHU, HO HE CTOWUT.

— Ilouemy xe? — mpouienrtana OHa, He OTBO/S B3MJIsAIA.

['ma3za mapHs OjecHyM B TEMHOTE, U €r0 TOJIoC CTajl THUIIe,
MOYTH HECJIBIIIIHBIM, HO KaXJ0€ CJIOBO OTAAJIOCHh B €€ AYIIIE:

— Tol MOXEIIb HE NIEPEKUTH YBUIIEHHOE.



I'nasa 7

CsM cMoTpeJ1, Kak OHU 11U 110 Y/IUIE, KaK UX CHIIYIThl Mel-
JIEHHO MpUOIKaMCh K JoMy Merru. Beun yxe Beuep, U yiud-
Hble (hoHApH OTOPACHIBAIN JUIMHHBIE, TPOKAIINE TEHH Ha MOK-
pbiii acdanbT. CaMy NPUXOAUIIOCH ITYPUTHCS, UTOObI pa3IisiIeTh
YXMBUIKY Ha pOXe 3TOro yomoaka — Ty CaMyl0 CaMOJOBOJIb-
HYI0 KPUBYIO Ty0, KOTOpasi, Ka3aJioch, roBopuia: «OHa MOsl, U Th
HUYEro He CMOXEIlb C 3TUM ceaTh». MeIrTu 4To-To roBopuia
€My, OJKMBJIEHHO KECTUKYJIUPYS, @ OH OTBEYaJ, CKJIOHSS TOJIOBY
K e€ ruiedy, 1 CaM BUJEI, KaK OHa y/IblOaeTcsl.

Csm cupen B CBOEH MalllMHE, IPUNIAPKOBAHHOW B TEHU CTapoO-
ro KJ€Ha, U OapaOaHWII MAJbIAMH 110 PYJTI0. XOTb Pylib U ObLT
OOTSIHYT CJIOEM MSTKOW KOXH, pyku y Cama Oosesu OT Hampsi-
)KEHUsI — OH CXKMMaJl €ro Tak CUJIbHO, YTO KOCTSIIKM Hobese-
JIM, a Ha JIAIOHSIX BBICTYIMJIM KPACHBIE TTOTyMECSIIbI OT HOTTEH.
OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK B I'PYyIY pa3pacTaeTcs XOJOoqHasl, TAryJas
SIPOCTh, KOTOpAsi 3aCTUJIAET Ila3a KPaCHOM MeJIeHOM.

«Al aice mebs npedynpexcoan!»

Yr0 X, pa3 OH He IOHUMAET CO CJIOB, IPUJETCS MOKA3aTh eMY
rpyOyio cuiry. Cam yxe BUzielN, Kak OyAeT BHIISIIETh 9TO 3peu-
mie: yonmonok OydeT M3BUBaThCs B IMbUIMA, YMOJIATH O TOIIAJAE, a
Merru Oyaer cMOTpeTh Ha 3TO M MOHUMATh, KTO 3/IeCh HACTOS-
WA MYy>KUKHA.

CaM pocran n3 kapmasa tenedoH. OTYero-To pyKu JpoXKas.



VY Hero npoxar pyku!? OH BCTPSAXHYJ KUCTSAMHU, IIBITASACh YCIIO-
KOUTHCS, HO IPOXb HE MPOXOArIa — 3TO ObUIa HEe cIadoCTh, a
YKCTasi, epBOOBITHAS 371002, KOTOpas TpeOoBaia BHIXO/IA.

[Tapens HaOpan HoMep Toma. ['yaku MM CAMIIKOM JIOJTO,
¥ 32 910 BpeMs Cam yBuaen, Kak Merrn YMoKHy/1a yOITofika B
HIEKY — KOPOTKO, HO C TaKOW HEKHOCTBIO, YTO Y HETO BHYTPHU
BCE 000pBaJIOCh, — U 3alllIa B JIOM, OIVISIHYBIIKCH Ha opore. Ha
IpoIllaHKe OHA MoMaxaia YooKy pykoi. Ml oH OTBeTHII TeM ke,
CaM BHJEN, KaK ero ryObl IIeBEIbHYJIUCh B OTBETHOM «ITOKa».

CoMm enBa He cnoman tenedoH B pyke. [lnactuk 3arpeman, u
OH C yCWJIMEM pa3xkal najblpl. OT HaNpskeHus y MapHs 3aryae-
JIM BUCKM, U B yIlIaX 3a3BEHEJIO.

«f omopay mebe meoro oawxy!»

— [la, — nocnbimanca 3acnanHei ronoc Toma. Ero apyr
OYeHb JTIOOMT TTOCTaTh MOCTIe YPOKOB, M CeYac, Cy/si 1o rojiocy,
OH TOJIBKO YTO IPOCHYJICS.

— Tommu, B 001em, Thl ObUT TIpaB, — C3M MOEp3all Ha CBO-
€M MecCTe, YyBCTBY#, KaK KOXKaHOE CUJEHbE IPOTUBHO CKPUITAT
1oJ HUM. — OHU JIEUCTBUTEIILHO T'YJISUIA, U OH ITPOBOAMII €€ /10
noma. B obmem, s cornaceH.

— O! OmmuHo! — cpa3y Boonyesuics Towm, 1 B ero roaoce
MOCJIBIIIAJIACH XALTHbIE HOTKU. — Torna 3aBTpa ero u nojaoxuM.
[Ty6mu4HO, 4TOOBI BCE BUJIEIH.

CsM nocMoTpen B OKHO U YBUJIEN YIAIAIOLLYIOCS CIIMHY HO-
BEHBKOIO — BBICOKYIO, IPSIMYIO, IOYTU HagMeHHYI0. [axke mo-
XOZIKa 3TOro yomoaka Oecria ero: CIUIIKOM YBepeHHasl, CIUIII-



KOM CIIOKOWHASI.

Hukro HuKorma He uMen mpaBa Tak ceOst BecTH. CKOJBbKUX
Jonel OHU 3alMXMBATY B MMKA(UYUKH, 3aKPHIBATH B MYCOPHBIX
0akax M YHWXXaJIU 3a Ky/la MeHee cepbe&3Hble mpocTynku? Cam
CaMOJIMYHO CTAaBWJI HA MECTO TeX, KTO OCMEJIMBAJICS CMOTPETh
Ha Hero cBbicoka. Ho ator Anekc Obut npyrum. OH He Oosics.
Ou He apoxan. OH cmoTpen Ha CaMa ¢ TaKUM CHUCXOKJICHUEM,
CJIOBHO TOT OBLJT /151 HETO MyCTHIM MECTOM, M 3TO OBbUIO HEBBIHO-
CHMO.

" Benp Cam npenynpeau ero. OH a1 eMy IAHC YUTH, OCTa-
BUTh MerTu B MOKOE, U 3TOT YOIIO/IOK Jlake He MOMBITANICS BOC-
NoJIb30BaThesl M. CaM HUKOTIA He 3a0y/IeT 3TY CAaMOJIOBOJIBHYIO
POXKY, STOT XOJIOOHBIA B3IV, ITY JIETKYI0 YXMBUIKY, KOTOpast
ropopuiia: «Tel MHe He crpaiieH». Hy yx Her. [Jaxe ecnu ero
TIOTPYT M3 MIKOJIBI TIOCJIE 3TOTO, OH He oTcTynuT. KasHb Jo/mkHa
ObITh IyOMuHOM. [TycTh Bce BUIIAT, Kak OH U3BMBAETCS B IPSI3H,
KaK ero ropiocTb pa3ouBaeTcsi BApeOe3ry Mo yaapamu.

Ha crnepyromumii geHs B mkomny CoM npuHEC ¢ cOO0i CIIOPTHB-
Hble BelM — JIETKWE ITaHbl U (PyTOONKY, B KOTOPBIX yIOOHO
nBuratbes. Ero 1pysbs caenanu 1o ke caMoe, M OHU MePerisiibl-
BaJIMCh B KOPUJIOpE, OOMEHMBASICh TOHUMAIOIIMMU YCMEIITKAMU.

Yomonka Cam Hamén B crosioBor. TOT cuaesn oauH 3a Jalib-
HUM CTOJIMIKOM, €J1 IIKOJIbHYIO ely — KaKyl0-TO Oe3BKYCHYIO Ka-
11y, — ¥ MsUTAJICS B OKHO, Ha cepoe HeOo. Kak Bcerga B cBomx



JypallKuX YEPHBIX MepUaTKax, KOTOPbIE CKPbIBAJIU €TI0 PYKH, U C
TOU 7K€ CAMOJOBOJIBHOM POXken, KoTopas 3actasiisiia Cama ckpe-
KeTaThb 3y0amu.

CsM nofomén Kk Hemy c3a/11, OecIIyMHO cTymnas no Kadeb-
HOMY TIOJTy, U HarHyJIcsl HaJ| ero yxoM. [1pu 3ToM OH OOHSUT HO-
BEHBKOI'O 3a LIEI0, CKaB €€ C TAKOM CWJIOU, 4TO, Ka3aJoCh, BOT-
BOT YCJIBIIIUT XPYCT.

Tort naxe He n€pHyncs. [Ipogokan cMOTpETh B OKHO, €0 JIU-
110 OCTAJIOCh OECCTPACTHBIM, CJIOBHO OH HE 4yBCTBOBAJ pyKy Ca-
Ma Ha cBoei 1mee. OJJHaKO OH CJIerka BBITHYJI OPOBb — JKECT, KO-
TOpBIi Oe3ymHO B30ecui Cama.

— 41 Benp mpenynpexnan teds, BEpHO? — MPOIIUIIEN OH,
YyBCTBYsI, KaK €ro JbIXaHue 00XKUTaeT yXO HOBEHBKOTO.

Yo6monok eaBa 3aMeTHO MOPTHY.I ra3amMu — «Jla», — 1 Ha
ero ryoax MeJIbKHYJIa Ta camast JIErkas yjabloka, oT kotopoit Cama
3aXJIECTHYJIa BOJIHA SIPOCTH.

— Bor u cnaBHO. — CaM cXKall €ro rojioBy 4yTh CHUJIbHEE,
YyBCTBY#1, KaK MBIl HOBEHbKOI'O HANPSAIUCH MOJ €ro Majb-
namu. Kak ke eMy xoTesoch cefiuac HaJlaBUTh €llE CUJIbHEe U
YCIIBIIIATh TOT CaMblid XPYCT, KOTOPBIN O3Hayasl Obl KOHEIl 3TO-
ro yauxeHus. — CeronHs nocie ypokoB HUKyAa He yxonu. Mbl
pocTo HeMHoro rourpaem. Ckaxem, Ha 6eroBo romasnke. Tol
MEHS YCIIbIIIaJT, MaJIbILil?

W cHoBa OH MOpPrHya. A 3aTeM YJIbIOHYJICS — IIMPOKO, OT-
KPBITO, OOHaKasi pOBHBIE OeJtble 3yObl. YIbIOHYICS !

CaMm 3ackpuren 3y0aMu Tak, 4TO B YIIIax 3a3BEHENO, U C TPY-



JIOM pa3’KaJl MaJiblibl, BBITYCKasl €ro.
«He naoonzo avioumvcs. Ckopo mol 6yoeutv 8ansimMovCsl 8 2psi-
3U, U BCSL UWKOAA OYOem CMOMpPems HA MO NO30P».

Vpoku 3aKoHUMIKCh, 1 MerTH yxke cooupanach UATH UCKATh
Anekca, korja B KOpuaop Bierena 3amnbixaBiasca Karpun. Eé
BOJIOCHI COMJTHCh B K4y, Ha JIOYy BBICTYNWJI MOT, a Iia3za ObLIn
paclIMpeHsbl OT MAHUKH.

— Merru, ObicTpee! — BBIKPUKHYJIA OHA, XBaTasl MOAPYTY 3a
pyky. — Tam... Tam...

— Yero Tam? — Merru nouyBCTBOBaJIa, Kak BHYTPU BCE CHKU-
MaeTcsl OT MPEeIYyBCTBUSI.

— 1 moncnymana... Cam, Tom u Bo6 cobupaotcs u3ouTh
Mmoero Asekca!

Merru Bckounsia ¢ MOJOKOHHUKA, HA KOTOPOM CUAENA, U pU-
HYJIaCh BIIEPEN, HO MOUTH CPa3y OCTAaHOBUJIACH, OOEPHYBIIINCH K
Karpun:

— Kyna?

Ta TonbKO MaxHyJa pyKOM B CTOPOHY BbIXO/1a, 3aT€EM OJHUMMU
rybamu nporentana: «CTaguoH».

Merru pBaHysia o KOpUIopy, He pazoupas noporu. E€ ka6-
JIyKM T'POMKO LJOKaJIY 1O KaheJIbHOMY IOy, X0 Pa3HOCUJIOCH IO
MYCTBIM KaOWHeTaMm, IJie yKe MOYTH HUKOro He Obuto. OHa mpo-
MyYajlaCh MUMO CTOJIOBOM, MUMO aKTOBOTI'O 32714, 32 ABEPbMU KO-
TOPOTO CIBIIIAIICH YbH-TO FOJIOCa, MUMO CTEHJIOB C OOBSIBIICHH-



SIMM, KOTOpPbIE pacIlIbIBAJIMCh B €IMHOE NATHO. Bo3ayx B 1IKO-
Jie Ka3aJcs COEPTHIM U TSKEIBIM, a KaX[pld [Iar OTAaBajCs B
BUCKaX MIyXUM CTYKOM. OHa IOYTH HE YyBCTBOBAJIA HOT, TOJIBKO
OelleHblil pUTM Cep/lia, KOTOPBIH 3arityliai BCE BOKPYT.

Korza oHa BeiOekasa u3 MKOJIBHOTO 3[aHus1, CBEXUI Beuep-
HUU BETEP YIapuJl B JILIO, HO OHA Jake He 3ameTwia ero. [lepen
Hell OTKPBIBAJICS CTa[JMOH — OOJIBIIIOE OTKPHITOE IPOCTPAHCTBO,
OKPYXEHHOE OETOHHBIMM TPUOYHAMHU, KOTOPBIE JIABHO HE BUjlE-
M peMoHTa. Ha HEKOTOpBIX MecTax Kpacka oOJyIuiachk, 0OHa-
JKasi cepblid OETOH, TIOKPHITHIA TpemuHamMu U rpaddpuTu. B nien-
Tpe HaXoAWJIOCh (PyTOOIbHOE MOJIe C BBITONTAHHOW TPaBOM, MO
KpasiMm — OEroBble IOPOKKH, pa3MedeHHble OeJIol KpacKoid, Ko-
TOpast yKe Havajia cTUparbcsi. BOKpyr craiuoHa BBICUIICH CTa-
pbie (hoHApH, HO TOPEI TOJBKO OWH — B IaJIbHEM YIITy, OTOpa-
ChbIBasl KENTHIM, TYCKJIBIM CBET HA UMIIPOBU3MPOBAHHYIO APEHY.

3pech yxe cobpasack Tonmna. Merru yBujesna ux — JAecsATKH
(puryp, crpyaMBIIMXCS IOITYKPYTOM, CJIOBHO 3PUTENIH B IPEBHEM
am¢urearpe. KTo-To cTosi, KTO-TO cen Ha TpuOyHax, a HeKo-
TOpBIE JIa)ke 3a0paich Ha OrpakJIeHUE, YTOOBI JIyYIlle BUICTh.
B BeuepHeM BO3yXe BUTAJI 3al1ax TPaBbl, CBIPOM 3EMJIM U IIPE-
qyBCcTBHS Oepl. KTo-To cMmesics, KTO-To mepelénThBaICs, HO
B 9TOM T'yJIe YyBCTBOBAJIOCH HAIIPSIKEHHUE, KOTOPOE CryIajioch ¢
KQKJOW CEKYHJIOMN.

Merru 3aMepia Ha MTHOBEHUE, MbITAsACh OTABIIIATLCA. B rpy-
I KOJOTWJIOCH cepalle, a B ymax urymeno. Ho ona He morna
ocra”asiuBarbca. OHa pBaHysa BIEPEN, K TOJIE, PaCTAJIKUBASA



JIOKTSIMM 3€BaK, KOTOPbIE HEXOTsI pacCTyNaaucCh, HO HUKTO He
nbITaICS €€ OCTaHOBUTh. OHA I0KHA ObLIA YCIIETb.

— C3M, UTO THI JiE1. .. — TOMBITAIACh KPUKHYTh OHA, HO KTO-
TO 3aTKHYJ el poT pykoil. ['pybasi, cuibHas TaOHb MPUXKAIACh
K e€ ry0aM, 1 OHa IOYYBCTBOBAJIA 3arax Tadaka u IorTa.

— He crout BMenmmBarbcs, — Ha yxo ey 3amenTai Kopr, Bbl-
COKMH CTapIIeKJIACCHUK C KOPOTKOW CTPUKKON M HAaKaYaHHBIMU
wiedamu. OH ObUT U3 TeX, KTO BCErja JAepxkajcs psaoM C CUJTb-
HBIMH, YTOOBI CAMOMY HE OKa3aThCsl )KepTBOW. Merru 3Hana ero
— OH YYWJICS B MApaJUIEIbHOW TPyIe ¥ OOBIYHO HE Jie3 B Je-
ja Cama, HO ceryac, BUAUMO, peIm NoguuHUThes. — IlycThb
MaJIbuMKH caMu pa3depyTcsi. ITO UX JENo.

Cam He oOpatiit Ha Merru BHUMaHUs, @ BOT AJIEKC ITOCMOT-
pes Ha He€ U YJIBIOHYJICS — TOW CaMOU CIIOKOWHOM, TIOUTH 6e3-
MSTEKHOM YIBIOKOM, KOTOpas 3acTaBuiIa €€ Cepile CKaTbCs OT
crpaxa. OH 4TO, HE MOHUMAET, KaK MPOXOAAT Takue Apaku? Mx
Ha3bIBAJIM TIOKa3aTeIbHOW Ka3Hblo. M1 B Hell mpaBmil He ObLIO.
Jpaka rnpoxoausa He 10 NEpBOil KPOBH, a 10 TOTO MOMEHTA, MO0-
Ka KTO-TO U3 yuuTesiei He npuOexuT Ha nomoiik. Ho kto ycne-
er... Y yuuresneii ceituac cooOpaHue, KOTopoe MPOIIUTCS MUHYT
TpuaLaTh. Merru oOpyraia ceds 3a T0, 4TO He I0lyMasiach paHb-
I1e — HYKHO OBLJIO MO3BaTh KOrO-TO HA TMOMOIIb U3 CTAPIIHX,
HaiiTu Jlaiiana, XoTs1 Obl MPOCTO 3aKpUYaTh!

B o0miem, ecn y ComMa KakuM-TO 4yJOM He 3a7acTcsl, TO Ha
BBIPYUKY MpUOETyT emnié 1Boe, U OHu OyayT Outh AJiekca BTpPO-
éM. 1 HuKTO He BMemaeTcs1 U3 MKOJIBbHUKOB! HUKTO He monaeT



nonepék Cama. Paszymeercsi, HeT. YUEHMKH CIUIIKOM OOSTHCH
BCTpPEBATh B TaKWe MEpeIpATH, TPEANOUYnTast HAOMIOAATh U CHU-
MaThb Ha Teae(OHBI.

— Hy 4ro, masei, notaniyem? — C3M BbICTaBUJ PyKU Tie-
pen coOoi U CKall KyJIaKH, ero JIMIO UCKa3Wia 371asi yCMeIlKa.
— JIaBHEHBKO 51 HE pa3MHUHAJICS] HA MaHEKEeHax.

AJiekc ynmbIOHYCS €My — CIOKOWHO, MOYTH CHUCXOIUTEb-
HO. OH MPOCTO CTOSJT HA MPSIMBIX HOTaX, PyKH MO [IBaM, CJIOBHO
KA1 aBTOOYC, a He JIpaku. YEpHbIe BOJIOCH yke ObUIU B3bEPO-
ieHs! BeTpoM. [TapeHs ObiT B Oestoid pydariike, KAk JepiKat
KTO-TO M3 MJIQ/INIMX IIKOJIbHUKOB, U Ha (DOHE Ceporo Beuepa oH
KazaJicsi MOYTH MPU3PAYHBIM.

MHorue mKoIbHUKY JepKaiv B pyKax Tene]oHbl U TOTOBU-
JIVICh CHUMATh Ka3Hb. [1J151 HUX 3TO OBLIO BCETo JIUIIIb UTPOM, pa3-
BJIEYEHUEM, KOTOPOE OHM BbLJIOXKAT B coriceT. OHM He MOHUMA-
JIK, YTO 3TO peasibHasl KU3Hb, YTO 32 STUM CTOSIT OOJIb U YHUKE-
Hre. OHY HE OHUMAJTA HUYEroO.

Cam Opocmiics Ha Aniekca. Merru MHOTO pas Buzena, Kak Cam
HaunHaeT ONTBY. OH CONMMKAIICS, TOACAKUBAJICS U HAHOCHJT yAap
TOJ1 ABIX, TTOCJIe Yero J00uBaJl MPOTUBHUKA B HOT'y. JIMOO ke XBa-
TaJ 3a Mel0 C3a/11 U AYIIWI JI0 TeX MOp, MOKa CONEPHUK HE Te-
psiT co3HaHKe. DTo OblTa €ro KOPOHHAsl TEXHUKA, M OH BCEraa
mooex 1at.

Bor ceityac Ob1 iepBbIii BapuanT. CaM mofieTes K AJekcy,
MIPUTHYJICSI M HAHEC yap KyJaKoM B KMBOT C TaKOU CUJIOH, YTO,
Ka3aJI0Ch, JOJDKEH OBbUT IPOOHTH €r0 HACKBO3b.



XoIooK ycren mpodexaThb Mo CIUHe JeByIIKA. BoT u BCE. ..

AJIEKC KaKMM-TO 4yA0oM YIIEN oT yaapa. OH MpoCTo HaKJIo-
HUJICSI B CTOPOHY, €/1Ba 3aMETHO CMECTUB KOpITyC, U KyJak Ca-
Ma paccek BO3/yX TaM, IJie TOJIbKO YTO Obuia ero pyoarika. [Tpu
9TOM AJIEKC J1aXke He LIEJIOXHYJICS — OH CTOSUT Ha HOTax Tak xke
JIETKO, CJIOBHO HUYETO He TPOU30IILIO, CJIOBHO YKJIOHEHHUE ObLIO
JUIsl HErO €CTeCTBEHHBIM, Kak JibixaHue. OH yibl0asics, v 3TO SIB-
HO 3710 Cama e Honblie.

Cam B30ecuICsl M CTal HAHOCUTH yAap 3a yAapoM — MPaBow,
JIEBOM, CHOBA IpaBou. Ero Kynaku JieTesm ¢ Takol CKOPOCTBIO,
yTo Merru efiBa ycneBaJsia CJeJUTh 32 HUMH, OHU CIIMBAJIUCh B
pa3mbIThie JIuHUU. HO AJieKC MpocTo yBOpauMBaJICsl B pa3HbIe
CTOPOHBI, CJIOBHO KOIIIKa, KOTOPOW OPOCAIOT MSYUKH, — JIETKO,
IUIaBHO, 0€3 MaJIeWIX MPU3HAKOB HarpspkeHust. Kaxaplid ero
mar ObUT TOYHBIM M BBIBEPEHHBIM, OY/ITO OH 3HaJI, Ky/a MPUIET
cnepyonmii ynap Cama, 3a CEKyHly JO TOTrO, KaK TOT HAYHETCS.
Ero nBukeHust ObUTH MOYTH TAHIIEBATBHBIMHU, M B 9TOM TaHIIE HE
OBbLJIO HU KarlTl arpecC — TOJIbKO COBEPIICHHAS, MyTraioas
rparusi.

['ne-to B TONme paspganuch cmemku. Kro-to u3 mutagmmx
HIKOJIbHUKOB JJa)k€ MPUCBUCTHYJ. Merru MenbKOM 3aMeTuia,
kak Cplo 3a:kaja poT pyKoH, a KaTu cTosia ¢ BBIITy4YEHHBIMU IJ1a-
3amu, e€ JuIo noodneaneno. Tonma MeIeHHO 3aThXana, repe-
BapuBas YBUJEHHOE. B BO3yXe MOBUCIIO HAINpsIKEHUE, KOTOPOe
MOJKHO OBLIIO pe3aTh HOKOM.

Tom u Bo6 neperissHy/MCh U, IOHSIB, YTO UX JIPYT HE CIIPaB-



JIseTCs, To0eKanu BIEepEN, 3axoasi ¢ OOKOB, YTOOBI OKPYKHTh
Anekca.

«Hy menepv moutio écé»,— nonymana Merru, 4yBCTBY, KakK
BHYTpU BCc€ oOpbiBaeTcsa. OHa Mpoaoikaia BbIPbIBATHCS, HO
Kopt 6bL1 cusbHee, ero pyka Jepxaia e€ MEPTBOW XBAaTKOM.

CsM HaHEC yaap KyJIakoM B YeIOCTb, B 3TO BpeMs Tom nog-
ceJ1, YToObl AJIeKC nepesieTes1 yepe3 Hero 1 ynajl Ha 3eMJIio.

Kynak Cama He moctur nienu. Bmecto atoro Asekc cxBaTuil
€ro 3a PyKy — JIETKO, TIOUYTH HEOPEKHO — U C CUJIOW TOJKHYJI
cebe 3a CrMHY, UCNoNb3ys nHepiwio camoro Cama. Cam 3are-
nuicst Horamu 3a Toma, moTepsij1 paBHOBECHE M PYXHYJT Ha 3eM-
JIO C TJIyXUM, BJIQKHBIM CTyKOM. TpaBa W 3emiisi B3BMETHY/IUCh
BBEpX, M 10 TOJITIE MPOIIEN OOITUH, TPOTSKHBIA B310X. Merru
3aTania JbIXaHue, YyBCTBYs, KaK €€ cepAlle MPOIyCTUJIO yaap.

Tosna HIKOIBbHUKOB pa3uHyJia pThl. Takoro HUKTO HE OKUIAI.
Karpun naxe nepecrasia XMXMKaTh — OHA CTOsLJIA C OTKPBITHIM
prom, e€ TenedoH Oe3BOJILHO BHCENT B OMYIIIEHHOW PyKe, M OHA
CMOTpeJIa Ha IPOUCXOAAIIEE C HETO/IEIbHBIM N3YyMJICHUEM.

Bo6 Gpocuiicst Ha Aniekca, HaJiesiCh 3aCTaTh €ro BpacIuiox, HO
¥ OH He JIOCTHT 1eJIU. AJIeKC PUTHYJICS, CJIOBHO KJIQHSISICh, U JIa-
JOoHBIO yaapui BoOy moj koineHo — mouTH 6e3 yCHIIMHI, HO TOYHO
Y PE3KO, KaK YUUTeJIb, TONPABISIONIMI yueHnKa. ToT 3akpuyan,
€ro Hora MoJKOCUJIacCh, U OH PYXHYJI Ha 3eMJIIO PSIJIOM C Jpy3bsi-
MU, YIApUBIIKCH TOJIOBOM O TPaBy C TUXUM, HETIPUSITHBIM XPY-
croM. Merru He MOHSIa, YCIIBIIIAA JIU STOT 3BYK — WU €i Ipo-
CTO MOKA3aJIOCh OT HAINPSIKEHUA?



Cs5M BCKOYMJI HA HOTM U B3peBesl — JIMKO, MO-3BEPUHOMY,
€ro Ia3a HAIMJIUCh KPOBbIO, U B HUX TOpeJia )KUBOTHAS SPOCTb.
OH KuHyJCcsl Ha AJleKca, pa3MaxuBasi KyJakaMu, B HAJEKIE Yay-
IIUTh €ro, COPBaTh C HETO MACKy CIIOKOWCTBHUSI.

OpHako AJieKkc Urpaoyu YKJIOHUJICS B CTOPOHY, JJaXke HE Iar-
HYB — CHOBa MPOCTO CMECTWJI KOpPHYC Ha MUWLUIMMETP, U Cam
npoJieTesl MUMO, TPOOUB BO3AYX. A 3aTeM AJIeKC c/ienal HeuTo
HEBEpOSTHOE: B MPBIKKE, C HEUEIOBEUECKOM JIOBKOCTBIO, OH 00-
BUJI Horam 1er Cama u pe3ko IEpHYJ BHU3. TOT He BbIAEp-
JKaJI TAKOrO BEca M PyXHYJI Ha 3eMJII0, HO AJIEKC U3BEPHYJICS B
BO3JlyXe, MEPEeKaTWICs, U BOT yKe OHU OKa3aJIUCh JIMIIOM K JIU-
1y. Ajiekc BBIKpYTHI pyku Camy 3a CMHY, NPUXKAB UX K JIO-
MaTkaM C TaKOW CHJIOM, 4TO OHM OKa3aJIUCh IOJ HUM, B HEECTe-
CTBEHHOM TOJIOKEHUU. TOT CTOHAJI U OTYASAHHO JIEPTaJICs, IIbITa-
SICh BBIPBAThCsI, HO XBaTKa ObLIA jKeJIe3HOM, HEUeIOBEUECKOM.

«Anexc! C3a0u!»— MbICIIEHHO 3aKpuyaia Merru, Ho He MOT-
JIa MPOU3HECTH HU 3BYKA.

JIBo€e pa3bsIpEHHBIX peOsaT OPOCUIIUCH OMTHOBpEMEHHO — Tom
u B00, 3a0bIB 0 60N, KUHYJIUCh Ha AJieKca c3a/u, HaJesich 3a-
CTaTh €ro BPACIUIOX.

Autekc, He 000pauMBAsICh, YMYIPUJICS BBITSIHYTh HOTY BBEpPX
— €ro TeJIO0 BBITHYJIOCH TIOYTH YTOM, CJIOBHO y HEro He ObLIO
KOCTEW, — M HAHECTU TOYHBIM yAap MATKOW B YeOCTh Tomy.
ToT oT/1eTeN B CTOPOHY, /1aXke He BCKPUKHYB, U PyXHYJI HA TPaBy
0e3 co3HaHus1. A 3aTeM Ta jKe HOTa, CJIOBHO HE OCTAHABIIUBASICh,
IO MHEPITUY, HaHecs1a TOuHbIH yaap boOy B Bucok. O6a pyxHymm



Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ NIEPECTAIIM LLIEBEIUTHCS.

To, ¢ kakoii OBICTPOTOM 3TO crienan AJeKC, ¥ TO, KaK OH CMOT
BBITHYTh HOTY, OBbUIO IIPOCTO NOTpsicalomuM! Merru HUKoraa He
BUJIeJIa TAaKON TMOKOCTH, TAKOW CKOPOCTH — 3TO ObLIO HEeveJo-
BEYECKHU, [IPOTUBOECTECTBEHHO.

Hacrynuna trmmaa. CIinplimHO OBUIO TOMBKO AbIXaHMe AJeKca
— POBHOE U CTIOKOMHOE, CJIOBHO OH HE TOJIbKO YTO BHIPYOMJT TPO-
UX MApHEU, a IPOCTO BbILLE] Ha Nporyiky. Hu karum nora, Hu
coutoro putMa. Bertep 1ieBeni ero 4€pHbIe BOJIOCH, M B TYCK-
JIOM CBETe eIMHCTBEHHOrO (pOHapsl OH KazaJjics MPU3PAKOM, CO-
HIE/AIINM C KaKOH-TO IpeBHEN KapTUHBI, IjIe 3arevaTieHbl Fepou
Y IEMOHBI OJHOBPEMEHHO.

Merru 3ameTniia, uto TejaeoHbl B pyKax IIKOJbHUKOB CTa-
JIM TIOAparnBaTh, 1 BCKOPE BCE, KaK OIMH, ObUTH omyIieHsl. Ha
JIMLIAX YATAJIOCh OAHOBPEMEHHO YUBJIEHUE, BOCXUILIEHUE U KU-
BOTHBIN cTpax. HUKTO HE cMen n3aaTh HU 3BYKa, AaXKeE [IbIXaHUe
3aTanIu.

Merru cMoTpesia Ha 3Ty CLIEHY, 3aTauB JpixaHue. OHa He Mor-
JIa OTBECTH B3IJIs1]1 OT AJIeKca, OT €ro UAeaIbHO MPSIMO CITUHBI U
crniokorHoro Jimia. Ho rae-to Ha nepudgepun co3HaHUs OHA BU-
aena, kak CaM, 0O0eCCUIEHHBIH, MBITAETCS] TOJHSATHCS, KaK €ro
PYKH ApOXKAT, a JIMIO UCKaKEHO rpuMacor Oomu. A 3atem BCE
CMECTHUJIOCh, M OHA BAPYT YBHUJIENA €ro I71a3a — IOJIHbIe 00U U
YHUKEHH S, KOTOPbIE OH HE MOT CKPBITh. /1 B HUX, BIIEpBbIE 3a BCE
BpeMs1, OHa yBH/IeJIa He 37100y, a CIIOMJIEHHOCTb.



CsMm HaxoawiICs 1o HUM. AJIEKC CMOTPEN €My B I71a3a U BU-
Jen B HUX cTpax. HakoHeIl-To oH MoHsi1, ¢ KeM umeeT aeno. Ero
JbIXaHue cOMJIOCh, B TPYM pa3pacraiach JiesiHasi MyCcToTa, KO-
TOpasi ObIa XysKe JII0O0H OOIH.

CaMm nEpHYIICs, MBITASCh BHIPBATHCS, HO XBATKa ObLTA CTalTbh-
HOUM — TaJIbIbl AJIeKca BITUBAJIKICH B €r0 3aIlsICThs, KaK KJISTIIH.
OH 3ackpesxeTtas 3y0amu, U3 ropiia BHIPBAJICS XPUIUIBIA pbIK. OH
OWJ1 HOramMH TI0 3eMJIe, U3BMBAJICS BCEM TEJIOM, TBITAsICh COPO-
CHTh C ce0s1 9Toro yomozaka, Ho 1o Obi10 OecnionezHo. Kaxmoe
ero JBIKEHHE TOT BCTpevas eme Oojiee CHIBHBIM JIaBICHUEM
Ha BBIKPYUEHHBbIE PYKH, U KaX[blil pa3 O0Jib MpOH3asa IIe4H,
3actaBisisgs Cama B3aparuBath. OT 60U OH B3BBUIL, HO HE Tepe-
cras 6opotbcst. Cam He Mor caaTbesi. He Mor mo3BomuTh 3ToMy
yOITOKY BHIETH ero ciadoct. HoBeHbKHIA Tak BHITHYJ €My py-
KM, YTO, cKopee Bcero, CaM J0JIT0 He CMOXKET BOAUTH MaIlIUHY.
He npo6iema. ['maBHOe — He ciaBaThCs.

— A Tenepb TH MOCIYIIAH, — 3alenTtan yOmomaoK eMy Ha
yXO TaK, YTOObI HUKTO OOJIbIIIE HE CIIBIIIAN, ¥ €ro TOI0C ObLT XO-
JIOMHBIM, KakK JIEA, — 51 MOTY ceivac cjienaTh Tak, YTO Thl OCTa-
Hellbcsl 0e3 pyK Ha BCIO CBOIO HM3Hb. Mory ciomarh TeOsi Kak
JMYHOCTh. MHE He COCTaBUT Tpyaa TO CAENaTh, YK MOBEPb.

I'maza Cama pacmpuiuch — BO3MOXKHO, OT TOTO, YTO OH TIO-
BEpUJI, a MOXKET, OT TOTO, YTO HOBEHbKHIA HA/IAaBUJI HA €ro pyKu
9yTOUKy cuiibHee. CaM MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CYCTaBbl HAUMHAIOT
BBIXOIIUTh U3 CBOMX MecCT. Bosb Oblia HEBBIHOCUMO¥, HO OH CTHC-



HYJT 3yObl, OTKa3bIBasICh KPUYATh.

— OJnHaKO, — MPOJOIKUI AJIEKC, U B €0 IOJIOCE MOSBUIIACH
JE€rKast ycMelika, — s1 octaBio Te0s. Ho TonbKo eciu Thl mo-
oOellaenib MHE KOe-4To.

— Jla nomién 11, — npoxpurnen CoM u B3BbLT OT 00U, KOT/Ia
AJIEKC 4yTh CHJIbHEE HAJIABUJI HA €r0 3aIlsICThsI.

— OJHaKo, — MOBTOPUJT AJIEKC, U €T0 TOJIOC CTaJl CTAJIbHBIM,
— ThI TOOOEIIACIIL MHE, UYTO OOJIbIIIE HUKOT/Ia He PUOIU3HUIIIb-
cs1 KO MHE U TaJjblieM He TpoHems Merru. OHa He aist Te0s. U
HUKOIa He ObLIA.

— 41 yoOb10 TeOs1, — 3anoxHyscss CaM, YyBCTBYsI, KaK CJIE3HI,
KOTOpbIE OH HE MOT KOHTPOJIMPOBATh, yKe TEKYT I10 IIeKaM, CMe-
IIMBAsICh C TPsA3BIO U TpaBor. — S1...

OH CHOBa pBaHYJICS, TIHITASICh BHICBOOOJUTH XOTsI ObI OJIHY PY-
Ky, HO AJIEKC JIETKO MapupoBaJl €ro IBUKEHUE, Kak OyITO urpai
¢ pe6énkom. CaM 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro BOJIsl JIOMAETCS MO/l 3TUM
XOJIOMHBIM, JISJSTHBIM JJaBJIeHUEM, KaK TOPJOCTh PACChINAaeTcs B
npax. C Kax[IplM MTHOBEHHMEM OH MOHMMAJI, YTO MPOUTpal —
HE B Jpake, a B 4€M-To Oojiee BaskHOM. B 6ophOe 3a Merru, 3a
CBOE MECTO, 32 CAMOYBaKeHUE.

— 4 caplny TONBKO TBOM OOEIaHWsI, — XOJOJHO CKazall
AJiekc, 1 ero royioc ObUT KaK Jie3Bre, KOTOPOe BOH3AETCs B CAMOe
cepaue. — Ho s eme Hu pa3y He ciblal TBOEro coriacusi. Thl
MooOeIacIb MHE.

Com 3axpurnien. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ, KaKk €ro BOJISI OKOHYATEb-
HO JIOMAeTCs, KaK MOCJIEAHUE OCTATKU TOPAOCTH TAIOT MO/ TUM



B30Is110M. C KaKAbIM MIHOBEHHEM CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE XYKe.

— 4... obeman, — BBIIABUI OH CKBO3b CXKaThle 3yObl, U
9THU CJIOBA JAJIUCh €My TsKeslee, 4YeM BCsl 00JIb, KOTOPYIO OH KO-
rna-aoo ucheITeiBaI. — ¢ oderaro.

Autekc 4yTh ocnabui XBaTKy, HO He otiycTiil. Cam Obul yBe-
PEeH, uTO yOJTI0IOK OBLUT TOTOB HAYaTh BRHIBOPAYMBATH €T0 PYKH U3
cycraBoB. Caenarh 3T0 ObUIO OYEHb JIETKO, €CJIM 3HaTh, O] Ka-
KHMM YIJIOM IIPUMEHUTh CHITy. BOT, cycTaB mommeén. . .

— JloBOJIBHO!

AJleKc MOIHST TOJIOBY M YBHUJIEN, KaK CKBO3b TOJIY OEKUT
MYKYMHA — BBICOKUH, CO CBETJIHIMA KOPOTKMMH BOJIOCAMH, B
crporoM Koctiome. OH OTTOJIKHYJI B CTOPOHY IMOMAaBIIEroCs Ha
MyTH IKOJbHUKA, He 00palliasi BHUMAaHUS Ha er0 BO3MYIIEHHBIN
BO3IVIac. 3a CIMHOM Y HEero ObLIU JIPyTUe YUUTENs, U CPeIu HUX
Mapwu, KoTopasi, Ka3aJioch, €/1Ba IoCIieBaia 3a HUM.

E€ nuiio 610 GJ1eIHBIM, TIOUTH MPO3PAYHBIM B CYMEPEUHOM
CBETe, a Ila3a IUPOKO pacnaxHyThl. OHa CMOTpesia Ha Hero-
JBUKHBIE TeJla Ha TpaBe — Ha CaMa, KOpUMBIIETocs 1moj, AJieK-
coMm, Ha Toma u Boba, nexaBimx 0e3 ABUKEHUS, — U €€ Ty-
ObI 0€33BYYHO IIEBEJIbHYJIMCh, CJIOBHO OHA MHITAJIACh YTO-TO CKa-
3aTh, HO HE MomIa. B e€ B3misiie unTascs HenoJIebHbIN yXkac,
CMEIIaHHBIA C HEBEpUEM.

— Hupexkrop Jlaiian? — nocneimanock U3 toimnsl. et cra-
JIM B CHIEeTITKe pa30eraTbCsi B CTOPOHBI, KTO-TO TIOOJIE/IHEN, KTO-TO



cpsiTal TesieoH.

— OrnycTH ero HeMeJIeHHO ! — TJ1a3a TupeKTopa OJeCHYn
THEBOM, Y €r0 rojioc MpO3ByYasl KaK yaap XJIbICTa.

AJIeKC MeUIEHHO MOAHSJICS Ha HOTH, M €r0 JIBMKEHUS ObLIN
TJIABHBIMU, TIOYTH JIEHUBBIMUA. OH HETOPOILJIMBO IMOMPABUIT YEP-
HBIE [IEPYaTKU Ha PyKax — CHayaJla Ha OJHOM, 3aTEM Ha JPYTOu.
OH /1e71aJ1 3TO C TAKOU CIIOKOMHOM TIIATEILHOCTHIO, OYITO TOJBKO
YTO HE JIpajics, a MPOCTO CHUMAJI IMbLIb C OfieKAbl. Merru cMoT-
peJia Ha 3TO JBUKEHUE, CIIE/s 3a ero NajbliaMU, KOTOpbIe aKKYy-
PaTHO pasrakKUBaJIM KOXKY MePYATOK, M HE MOIJIA MTOHSITh, UTO €€
OosibIlIe IOpakaeT — ero HeBepOosITHAsI CUJIa WIIM 3Ta Myratoiias
HEBO3MYTUMOCTh. OHa 3aTausa AbIXaHUE, YyBCTBYSI, KAk BHYTpHU
BCE CKMMAETCsI OT CTPAHHOTI'O, IOYTH O1aroroBeMHOro CTpaxa.

— TlomMorute UM, — pacnopsiauics IUPEKTOP, U €ro roJoC
ObUT cyxuM, JenoBbiM. K jexaunm nogdexaivu yuuTesnsi, CKJIO-
auich Hajg Tomom 1 Booom. KTo-1o moGexan 3a anTeukon. —
A BbI, MUCTED AJIEKC, TTPOUIUTE CO MHOM.

Kopr HakoHen oTyctiil Merru — HO chestan 310 He cpasy.
Ha MraoBeHue ero pyka 3ajepkanach Ha e€ 1iede, OH neperssi-
Hyscsi ¢ CaMoM, M TOJILKO MOCIIE TOro, CJIOBHO MPUHUMAS Ka-
KOE-TO pellieHre, yOpasl pyKy W OTOIMIEN B CTOPOHY, CJMBASCh C
TOJITIOM.

Merru niepesena B3risaa Ha Cama. OH Jiexan Ha Tpase, o0ec-
CWJICHHBII, C MOKPBIMHU OT CJIE3 IIeKaMU U TTOK PACHEBIIIMMU IJ1a-
3amu. OHa BUjeNa €ro TakuM BIEpPBblE — CJIOMJICHHBIM, YHU-
YTOKEHHBIM, JIMIIEHHBIM BCEH €ro camoyBepeHHOCTH. Y BHYTpu



y He€ 4To-To AporHyJo. Ei crano xanb ero. HecMoTpsi Ha BcéE,
9TO OH CJIeNIaJl, HECMOTPS Ha ITY JAYPAIKyIO IpaKy, OH ObLT 4e-
JIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIM TOJIKO YTO MOTEPsT BCE — CBOIO TOPIOCTb,
CBOIO peryTanuio, camy Bepy B ce0s. Ho psaaom c atoit xaso-
CTBIO JKWJIO U JIPYTOo€ YyBCTBO — oOJieryeHue. Ajiekc ObUI 1iel.
OH cros1 psAMO, CMOTPEJ BIIEPEN] CIIOKOWMHBIM, HEBO3MYTUMBIM
B3MJISIIOM, M 3TO 3HAYMJIO, YTO BCE 3aKOHUYWIOCH. [lo kpariHen
Mepe, ceruac.

Anekc Bomien B kabuner Jlaitana. Jlupektop BOIIEN caeaoM 1
3aXJIOMHYJI ABEPh — IUIOTHO, C INIyXUM CTYKOM, KOTOPbI 9XOM
pa3HEccs M0 TECHOMY MOMEUICHUIO.

KaOuner ObL1 He OOMBIIM, HO Ka3aJcs TECHBIM M3-3a BBICO-
KMX MIKagoOB, 3aNOJTHEHHbIX KHUramu. OHU CTOSUIM POBHBIMU
PA/1aMy — KOPEILIKU B KOXKE U MOTEPTOM KOJIEHKOPE, € 30JI0THIM
THCHEHHEM U 03, HOBBIE U TaKKe CTapble, UYTO UX HA3BAHUS ykKe
HeJTb351 ObUTO TTPOUMTaTh. HEKOTOpBIE CTpaHUITB! BHITIAIANIN, U HA
oIy JIekKasu keENThle UCThl. [1axiio 3aeck nblibio, cyxoi Oyma-
TOii ¥ YeM-TO eIlE — TeM 0COOEHHBIM 3ar1aXxoM, KOTOPbIi ObIBaeT
TOJIBKO B MECTaXx, II€ BpeMs OCTAaHOBUJIOCh. CBET U3 OKHA MaJall
HA NIMCbMEHHBIA CTOJ M MSITKO CKOJIb3WJI MO KOpEIKam, HO He
MOT pa30orHarh NOJIyMpaK, BUceBIIMK B yriax. Ha crone, 3aBa-
JIeHHOM Oymaramu, CTOsJIO OMUHOKOE KOKaHOe KPecyo IS Mo-
cerutenedd. Kazanoch, 4To X035IMH 3TOro KabWHETa JaBHO MPH-
BBIK K THUILIMHE U OQUHOYECTBY.



— Hy, Anekc, — Jlaiian npucen k ceGe 3a CTOJM, OTKUHYJICS
Ha CIIMHKY Kpecia U CKpecTwus pykd Ha rpynu. — Kak tebe B
MOEM IIKoJIe?

— Henuioxo, — orBeTn AjieKc, OCTAHOBUBLINCH Y OKHA.

— Hennoxo? Mosker, ckaxenb MHE, 3a4€M Thl YCTPOUJI 3TO
uioy?

AJlekc noxal re4amu, He 000paunBasich.

— CaM cam npeIoKu, u. ..

— W THI permi nogsIrpaTh EMy, Tak ? — 3aKOHYMI 32 AJIeKca
JUPEKTOP, U B €0 rojioce MOCBIIIAIACH YCTalas HaCMelllKa. —
Tol MOTr ycTpouTh 3T0 Oe3 Takoil nacgocHocTH. Tak 3a4yem, cripa-
HMBaeTcs, Tebe MoHa100MII0Ch IeIaTh 3TO UMEHHO Tak? JleMoH-
CTpauuys CWibl? 3anyruBaHue?

AJIEKC OTBEpHYJICA OT ITUPEKTOpa W MOAOUIEN K KHUKHOMY
nikady, MPOBEN NAJIBIEM MO KOPEIIKaM, OCTAHOBUBILIMCH Ha CTa-
POM, IOTEPTOM TOME.

— Ckopo oHu OynmyT 37ech, — CKazall AJIeKC, U €ro royioc
cran THiie, cepbésHee. — Tenepp Onmarogapsi 3Toi Ipake OHH
3HAIOT, YTO TYT €CTh 5. BO3MOXHO, TOOOATCS CYHYThCSI.

Jlaitan B3OXHYI, U B 9TOM B3J0XE MOCIBIIIANACH TTyOOKasd,
BEKOBasl yCTAJIOCTb.

— Twi Tak yBepeHn B cebe?

— AOGCOIIOTHO.

— 4 oxXpaHs1 IEBYOHKY ONMHHALATD JIET, — KAK-TO U3JIMILI-
He Tpy00 OPOCHIT UPEKTOP, U €r0 roJIOC JPOTHYJI, — U BCE pajau
TOTO, YTOOBI MPUIIEN TH ¥ Be€ ncroptui? Hy yx Her.



Anekc pe3ko noeepHyscs k Jlaiiany. Ero Bonockl pactpena-
JIUCh B Pa3HBIE CTOPOHBI, B IJ1a3aX MEJIbKHYJ XOJIOJHBIM, IOYTH
XUIIHBIA OJIeCK.

— Tol oxpansan? — 3awmunen napeHb. — [la g yxe Bugen
Tpex! U Bce B 310N miKosne! M koponesa. ..

— ToI BUgesn koposeBy? — Jlaian BCKOYMII CO CBOETO MECTA,
OMPOKHWHYB CTYJ, U BbIITy4ns I1a3a. — HeBo3moxkHO... OHa He
MorJia puATH cofa. .. [ToHOIyHME TOMBKO. . .

— OHa Bcero JIMIIb NPU3paK, — MOACHUT AJIEKC, U €TI0 IOJIOC
CTaJI CIOKOMHEE, HO B HEM YYBCTBOBAJIACh cTasib. — Ho 310 no-
Ka 4yto. CKOpO MOJHONYHUE, U BCE MPOU3OUIET. [IeByIlIKy Hal10
3aLIUILATb.

Jlaiian ocenn Ha CBOE MECTO W CTaJl TEPeTh BUCKH, €rO JIUIIO
no6e1HesIo.

— CkonbKo. .. CKOJIbKO BpEMEHH Thl TTPOBEN 3a IPaHbI0? —
CHPOCUJI OH, HE MOJHUMAS TJ1a3.

AJekc Ha CeKyHAY 3ayMaJiCs, s B OKHO, IJIE yKe Crylia-
JIUCh CYMEPKHU.

— Bpemsa tam UIET He Tak, Kak Ha 3emuie. MHe Kax)ercs, 4To
MPOILIY CTOJIETHUS.

— JIns MeHs1 Bc€ ObLIO He Tak, — TporienTait Jlaias, u B ero
roJIoce TMOCIBIIIANAch ropeub. — MbI ObUIM B Pa3HBIX MECTax.
A... A coxanero.

— W g coxanero, — AJekc e[1Ba 3aMETHO KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM, 1
B €r0 IVIa3ax MeJbKHYyJa TeHb Oou. — MHe mpaBja kajib, 4To
BCE CKJIA/IBIBAETCS] UMEHHO Tak. f1 ObI He MPHUIIEN Clofa, eCu Obl



3HAJI, YTO Thl CIIPABUIIbCS. YBbI, HO YEJIOBEKY HE IOJ] CUILy CO-
BJIaJaTh C HUMM.

Jlaitan Haxmypwt OpoBH, M Ha €T0 JIMIIE OTPa3UIOCh MOHUMA-
HUE.

— IMocrapaiicst OosblIlie He BIUIIATh B HENPUSTHOCTU. M u.

AJIeKC cerka CKJIOHWI T'OJIOBY, 3aTEM Pa3BEPHYJICA U BBILIET
u3 KabuHerta, octaBuB Jlaliasa OfHOTO, MOTPYXEHHOTO B CBOM
meiciv. Korga aBepp 3akpbuiach, AUPEKTOP €IIE JONTO CUIEI
HEMOJIBUKHO, SISl HA IYCTOE KPECyIo, U UyBCTBYs, KaK CTapble
paHbI CHOBA HAYMHAIOT OOJIET.



I'naBa 8

[MoaroroBka K BBHITyCKHOMY Oajy Iula MOJTHBIM XomoM. o
HEro 0CTaBaJIoCh OYKBaJIbHO HECKOJIBKO JIHEN — U HaIpsiKeHNe
B KOpUAOpaXxX IIKOJIBI BUCEJIO B BO3AyXE, CMEIIAHHOE C 3arlaXxoM
Kpacku, Kjiest ¥ ipeABKyIieHus1. CrapIiieKJIacCHUKY, pa3/eiB-
IIUCh HA T'PYIIIBI, YKPAIIAIA aKTOBBIM 3aJ: KTO-TO pa3BelIuBal
Pa3HOIBETHBIE MAPUKHU, KTO-TO TSHYJ TUPJISH/IBI, KTO-TO PHCO-
BaJT TUTAKATHI C TIOXKETAaHUAMU. 3aHATH ObLIH BCE, Jake Te, KTO
OOBIYHO OTJILIHUBAJ OT JIIDOOU pabOTHI.

3an ObUT OOJBIIUM, C BHICOKMMU TOTOJIKAMH, € KOTAa-TO
BHUCEJIa JIIOCTPA, HO € JIaBHO CHSUTM, U Tenepb CBET WUCXOIUII
OT JIaMII, BCTPOEHHBIX B CTeHbl. OKHA BBHIXOIWIM Ha IIKOJIBHBIN
JIBOP, TJIe yKe Crymauch cymepku. [1axio 3aech cBexei Kpac-
KO, CTapbIM IEPEBOM U UYEM-TO CJIaJKUM — BO3MOXKHO, OT KOH-
(ert, koTOpBIE KTO-TO MPHUHEC ¢ cOOOM. [TapTh ObLIIM CIBUHYTHI K
CTeHaM, Ha HUX TPOMO3JIWIACh KOPOOKH C YKPAIICHUSIMH, PYJIO-
HBI OymMaru, KMCTH 1 OaHKU C KjieeM. B yriy crosiia cTpeMsiHKa,
Ha KOTOpo# muicc Mapu, yuutenbHuIa, KoTopylo Merru mbic-
JIEHHO Ha3bIBAJIa «TPHIM30M», MPUKPETUISIA CBS3KY Pa3HOIIBET-
HBIX IIAPUKOB K TIOTOJIKY.

Merru OTYastHHO TIBITAJaCh OTHOCHTHCS K YUHUTEJIBHMIIE C
YBaKEHHUEM — TI0CJIe BCEro, 4To MPOU3O0IILIO, IOCTe TOro, Kak
AJlekc cKazaj, 4To OHa ero TETyIIKa, Merru pemmnia, 9to o0si-
3aHa OBITh JT0Oe3HOM. Jla M ofeBaeTcsl OHa He TaK YK W IUIOXO!



[paBna, cuHee OOTATMBAMINEE TUIATHE CHOBA BHIIVIS/IENIO HEJle-
1o, Ho Merru 3actaBuia ceOst He 00paIaTh Ha 3TO BHUMAaHUSI.

Muicc Mapu crosiyia Ha CTpeMSsIHKE, YyTh MOKAUMBasCh, U aK-
KypaTHO ITPUK PEIUIsUIA IIAPUKH K ITOTOJIKY. JKeHIMHa cTapaiach
chesnaTh BCE KPAaCMBO — 3TO ObLIO 3aMETHO MO TOMY, KaK OHa
NONPaBJIsa KaXKIyIo TUPJsSHAY, Kak paclipaBisijia CKIaAKu Ha
TKaHEBbIX YKpaleHusx. Kaxylo nmomapky 3a yueHHMKamMu OHa
UCIpaBJisyla COOCTBEHHOPYUYHO, He J10Bepsist HUKoMy. I1pu atom
OHa yJpIOasach u nogdapuBaa Tex, y KOro 4Yro-To He moayda-
JIOCh, M €€ T0JI0C 3BYYaJl MATKO, MOYTH MO-MaTEPUHCKHU.

«H nouemy s e¢ ne noouna? Xopowas sxce dceHuunal »— mno-
AJymasia Merru, 4yBCTBYS YKOJI COBECTH.

OHa crapajnach, BO3MOXKHO, BriepBble B ku3HU. Eil Xx0Tenoch,
YTOOBI 3TOT BeUep 3alIOMHUJICS, YTOOBI BCE ObLIO ueanbHo. OHa
TaK JK/1aJ1a BHITYCKHOM Oas1 — (prHau Bcell yueOHOM KU3HU, TOU-
Ky, 10CJIE KOTOpPOWM HAYyHETCA 4YTO-TO HOBOE. CTOJIBKO JIET OHA
rpe3uia OKOHYaHUEM Y4€Obl, MeuTajla BBIPBAThCSl U3 STOTO Ma-
JIEHBKOT'O TOpPOAA, KOTOPBIM IyIIWII €€ CBOEU MPEACKA3YEMOCTHIO.
E€ otel, Ou3HECMEH C TOCTUHUIIAMU IO BCEMY PETMOHY, XOTel,
4TOOBI 04 MOIILJIA 10 €ro cronam, Ho Merru 4yBcTBOBala, YTo
9TO He €€ MyTh. [ Opoa Kazaycs el CIUIIKOM MaJleHbKUM, Me-
CTOM, IJIe HEYeM JbIIIAaTh, I7le BCE 3HAIOT BCEX U HUYErO He Me-
Hsercs. Eil HykeH ObLI MPOCTOP, U OYEHb CKOPO OHA JOCTHT-
HeT coe 1enu. [IpaBna, Teneps, Koraa B €€ KU3HU MOSABUIICA
AJekc, TuIaHbl Havaly TYCKHETh, YCTyIasi MeCcTo 4yeMy-To Oosee
Ba)KHOMY.



JleBymika morysapiBaia Ha AJieKca, KOTOPhIA HOCHJI MapThl
BMecte ¢ ['ponom. Ero ¢gwurypa Belgensinace cpeid Apyrux —
BBICOKUH, Xy/IOi, C YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMU, KOTOPHIE Ta/IaK HA JIU-
110, U B HEU3MEHHBIX NepyaTtkax. [laxe 31ech, B cyeTe MOoAroToB-
KM, OH JIBHTAJICS C TOW € OTCTPAHEHHON Tparyel, CIIOBHO ObLI
YacThi0 3TOr0 MUPA, HO HE JI0 KOHIIa. Merru 3ameTusia, Kak ero
B3IJISIJI HA MTHOBEHME 3a/IEPXKAJICS HA HE, U Cep/lie MPOITyCTH-
JI0 yjap.

[Tocne To¥ Apaku MPoILIO HECKOIBKO THEN. AJIEKC He XOAWII B
HIKOJTy — BO3MOXHO, €r0 HaKa3aJid, a MOKET, OH IIPOCTO HE XO-
TeJ BCTPeYaThCs C MoabMU. Merru Tak U He TIOrOBOPUJIa C HUM,
¥ 3T0 My4uuJyIo e€. Bece BOKpYT TONBKO M 00CY:KAaM CITyYHBIIIEe-
cs1 — CaM XOmuIl ¢ epeBsSI3aHHON PYKOM, ero JIMIO ObLIO Or1e-
HBIM 1 OCYHYBIIMMCSI, Tom 11 500 BooO11ie He mosBIsIICh. Mer-
'Y CJTBIIIAUIA, KAK IIENTATUCh B KOPUIOpaX, KaK Ha He€ KOCHITUCH,
KaK HEeKOTopble OTBOAMIIM B3rIsA. OHa Buaena Cama B KOPUIIO-
pe — OH MPOIIET MUMO, He TIOHUMAsI TJ1a3, U ero cruHa Obuia
cropOreHa, CIIOBHO OH HEC Ha cebe TsKEnbi Tpy3. OHa He 3Ha-
JIa, 4TO YYBCTBYET: JKaJIOCTh WK OOJeryeHue. Merru BelIOXHY-
J1a, Korja oH npomén Mumo. OHa 60s171ach, YTO OH HAYHET CKaH-
JaJ1, HO IOHOIIIA MPOCTO McYe3 B TOJMIE, PACTBOPUIICSA, KaK TEHb.
U Ha ToM criacu6o.

E€ mbiciiu ObuTH TONBKO 00 Astekce. OHa IOHMMAaJIa, YTo Ia-
peHb ObLT HaKa3aH aupekTopoM Jlaitanom, HO e€ 3TO He OCTaHaB-
mBasio. Eii 6bu10 0 uéM moroBoputh ¢ HUM! Kak ke e€ nHTepe-
COBAJIM JAJIbHEMINNE TUIaHbl AJiekca Ha ku3Hb. ComlacuTcs i



OH yexath BMecTe ¢ Hell? U BooOie, oTkyna oH npuexan? Ila-
PEHb TaK HAYETO €M U HE paccKasajl, YeM pa3ker MHTepec A0
HEBEpOATHBIX pa3MepoB. OHa xoTesa 3HaTh BCE: €ro MpoIuioe,
€ro TalHbl, €ro MbICiU. [laxke TO, 4TO OH CKpbIBaJI MO, IIepyaT-
KaMH.

AJekc B3IISIHYJ Ha HEE M MOAMUIHYJI — KOPOTKO, MOYTH
He3aMeTHO, HoO Merru no4yBCcTBOBaJIa, Kak TEIUIO Pa3/iMBaeTCs
no BceMy Teny. Ha nyme cpa3sy crano reruee. Cepaue 3akoio-
TUJIOCh C TAKOM CUJIOM, 4TO Merru HeyassHHO Ha/I0pBasia Tlakar,
KOTOpBII iepkaiia B pyKax, U IOKPAcHeNa, YyBCTBYS, KaK IEKU
3aJIMBAET Kap. AJIEKC 3aMETUJI 3TO, U €ro IyObl APOTHYJIM B JIET-
KO yXMbUIKe. JIeByIlIKa B CIEIIKe CTajla UCKaTh, Kyja Obl Crpsi-
TaTh UCIIOPYEHHBIN TUIAKaT, HO OHM BCe ObUIM Ha BUAY JpPYT Yy
Apyra, ¥ CIIpATaTh €ro ObLIO HEKYy/a.

«4mo e, npuoémcs cknaeusamo u nepedenvieams. Ho nos-
nce».

C 6oky k Merru noponuia Karpun. [leByiika Boirisiiena cep-
JNUTO — €€ MyXJIble TyObI ObLIM CXKaThl B TOHKYIO JIMHHUIO, a TJla3a
CBEpKaJIH.

— Korga Tbl X0Tena MHe paccka3aTb? — IPO3HO BblJABUIIA
OHa, ¥ B €€ roJioce CIIplaiach 0ouaa.

— Yro pacckazarb? — Merryu HENMOHMMAIOILE YCTaBUJIACh Ha
HOZIPYTY.

KarpuH, kak u Bceraa, Xonwia ¢ AByMs KOCUYKAMHU, BO PTY
’KeBaJjla pe3UHKY, KOTOpPYIO rpoMKo 1gnkania. [Ipasaa, onera oHa
ObLIa 9yTh MPHIINYHEE, YeM OOBIYHO — YE€pHAsi I00Ka 10 KOJIeH



U Oy3Ka C TIOUTH 3aCTErHyTHIMU MyroBuiiamMu. Ho Bc€ ke cro-
UT TIPU3HATh, C KPACKOW Ha Jinlle ObUI SIBHBIN Tepedop: CIUIII-
KOM SIpDKUE TE€HH, CJIMIIIKOM T'YyCTOH CJIOH MmyApbl. Merru npearno-
YHUTajga KPaCUThCS [0 MUHUMYMY, OTJaBasi IPeJIIOYTEHUE ecTe-
CTBEHHOI KpacoTe, U ceryac, Iisiis Ha MOAPYry, OHA YyBCTBO-
BAJIA JIETKYIO HEJIOBKOCTb.

— Tol rynsia ¢ Hum! — raza Karpun cBepkHyu, 1 OHa MO-
YTU BBIIUIIOHYJIA 3TU cnoBa. — CaM pacckazan JIunge, ta Xblo,
HY a OH 3aTeM. ..

— ¢ noHsita, He MponoKai, — nepedia Merru, 4yBCTBYs,
KaK BHYTPH 3aKHUIaeT pa3apaxkeHue. — Jla, Mbl TYJISIM, TPOCTH,
4TO He cKazasia Tebe.

— Hy ceiiuac HauHETCs, — MuUMO nipoiiia Katu, Hecst Ha py-
Kax ax aBa Tadypera, e€ JUIo ObLIIO KPACHBIM OT HAIPSIKEHHUS.
— Tonbko He youBaii e€. BepHee, He Ha JTIOAsX.

KaTpuH BCbIXHYIA U NOMBITAIACH OTBECUTH MOPYIe MUHOK,
HO CJIerKa MpoMaxHyJjach. K9TH 4To-TO MMCKHYJa M yCKOpHUIIA
111ar, CKPhIBLIIMCh 32 KOJIOHHOM.

— OH )e MOW, Thl He 3a0bu1a!? — OJIOHAMHKA BHIPOHUIIA 30
pTa KBayKy, M Ta HIMSKHYJIACh HA IOJI C IPOTUBHBIM 3BYKOM. —
51 xe TeGe roBopuia!

JleBy1iKa roBOpuIIa JOCTATOYHO TUXO, YTOOBI TOJIOC HE PA3HO-
CHUICS T10 3aJTy, HO B HEM 4yBCTBOBAJIach CTaJlb. BOKpyT 1rymenu,
CMESUINCh, IEPETACKUBAIIN CTYJIbs1, M STOT T'yJI 3aCTUJIAN UX pa3-
TOBOP, [IeJ1asi €ro MOYTH MPUBATHBIM, CJIOBHO OHU HAXOJWJIMCh B
OT/IEJIbHOM KOMHATE.



Merru nosioxuiia 3JI0MOMYYHbIHN TUIAKAT HA MOJ U BIUIOTHYIO
nogonuia Kk Karpun, 4yBcTBYs1, Kak BHYTpY MOJAHUMAETCSI BOJIHA
yIPSIMCTBA.

— A TBI €ro crpocusa, XoueT Jid OH ObITh TBOMM? — OHA
TMIOTIBITAJIACH BBIIABUTH YIIBIOKY, HO HUUETO He BBIILI0. — Kak Obl
€ro MHEHUE TOXKE HAJI0 YUUTHIBaTh! ITO He Urpymka, Katpus.

Karpun oTkpbLIa poT, cOOMpasich 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO 33/yMa-
nack. E€ ryObl IporHyiv, 1 Ha MrHOBeHHe Merru mokasaioch,
YTO OHA YBU/IENA B IV1a3aX MOAPYTU TeHb HeyBepeHHocTH. Ho mo-
YTH Cpa3y MAacKa BEpHYJIACh.

— JleBOUKH, HE AepUTECh! — OKa3bIBAETCS, MX MOACTYIIUBAI
I'pon. OH npockosb3Hy1 MUMO KaTpuH U cTal CTpOUTh IJ1a3Ku
Merru, ero ycbl CMEIIHO TONOPIIMINCh. — $1 Oyay OoneTh 3a
TeOs1, KpacoTka. Thl Bceraa MOXKeIb pACCUMTHIBATh Ha MEHSI.

— Ilowmén BoH, — Ha cey pa3 KaTpuH nomnasia HOrou 1o 1e-
7, ¥ ['posi co cMeXoM OTOLIEN B CTOPOHY, HO HA MPOIIAHUE TIOJI-
MUTHYJ1 Merru u czienai xecT, CJIOBHO MPUKJIaIpIBall TeJiepOH K
yxXy. 3atem OH menHy ryoamu: «HabGepu».

Merru 3akatuiia 171a3a v nepeBesia B3I Ha MOApPYry, YyB-
CTBY#l, KaK yCTaJIOCTh HaBAJIMBAETCS HA IJIEUH.

— KarpuH, nnpoctu, 4ro Tak. .. Ho oH MHEe oueHb NOHpaBUIICS.
Sl 3Hat0, uTO U Tebe Toke, HO... EMy s Toxe HpaBmock. U 310
IJIaBHOE.

Karpun nokauasia rojoBou u 60s1bilie HU4Yero He ckazaia. OHa
OIyCTHWJIA B3MJIsA, U HA MUT MerTu 1okKasaaock, 4To OHa cervac
pacriayeTcss — YrojiKu e€ ryd ApOrHy/H, a Ha IJa3ax BBICTY-



nuia Biara. Ho B ciienyioniee MrHoBeHUe €€ B3IUIsijl CHOBA CTall
MPEKHUM — XOJIOAHBIM, HEITPOHULIAEMBIM, KAaK Y KYKJIbI, Y KO-
TOpPOU BBIHYJIM 1ylily. Merru Ha MrHOBEHUE MOKa3aJIoCh, YTO B
ma3zax KaTpus MenbKHYo 4To-TO, Moxoxee Ha oOneryenue. Ho
OHa He ObUIa yBepeHa. Merru xotesia IOrHaTh €€, CIIPOCUTh, YTO
9TO 3HAYMJIO, HO iepeaymaia. OHa He ObUla TOTOBA K 3TOMY pas-
TOBOPY.

brnonauHka Bcerma Obiia Takoi. [la u cama Merru Bc€ mipe-
KpacHo nonnmasia. CTonbpKo pa3 ObIBasu cirydau, korja Karpux
Haxoausa cede «mapHs». VX Hemb3s ObLIo MepecunTarh Ha 00e-
UX pyKax M Horax y Bcero kiacca. I[Ipu atom kaxnaeii pa3 Ka-
TPUH MepeKuBasia U3-3a CBOEr0 M30paHHUKA, TIaKajla HOYaMH,
JKaJIOBaJIach, YToO €€ He NoHMMarT. OHa crapajiach, Ipasja cra-
pasiach, HO BCSIKMU pa3 4TO-TO IUIO He Tak. [leByika He oT4yau-
BaJIaCh U MPOJIOJIKAJIA CKAKaTh OT OAHOIO MapHS K IPyroMy, Kak
MOTBUIEK, MEPENIETAIIINI C IBETKA HA IIBETOK.

Ho BOT 4TO cTpaHHO, MOYEMy OHa TaK PaccTPOMsIach M3-3a
Anekca? Yem OH i HEE OTIMYAICA OT JPYTUX MApHEH, KOUX
ObLH iecsATKU? YTO-TO B 9TOM OBLIO HE Tak, HO Merru He MorJia
MOHSATD YTO.

Karpun pa3BepHynach u nmodpesa K BBIXOAY U3 3aja, eé Tuie-
9y OBUIM OITYIIEHBI, a TIOXOJIKA MOTepsiIa MPEKHIOK JIETKOCTb.
Merru cMoTpesia ed BCiell 1 YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK BHYTPHU 3aKMIIa-
€T HenpusATHOE YyBCTBO BUHBL. HO OHa He moriia BpaTh cebe —
Aniekc OBLT TeM, KOrO OHa XOTejia BUAETh psjgoM. M oHa Oblia
roToBa OOPOTHCS 32 HETO, JaKe €CITU 3TO 03HAYAIIO IOTEPSATH TO-



Apyry. DTO ObLIO ATOMCTUYHO, HO OHA HUYETo He MOTJIa ¢ COOO0M
HOIEeTIaTh.

— Twi yBepeHa, uTo cripaBuIbCs? — Mucc Mapu yxke coOpa-
Jlach YXOAWThb. BblT MO3IHUI Beuep, 3a OKHaMU CTEMHEJO, U B
3aJie TOpesIv TOJILKO HECKOJIBKO JiaMIl. Pa0oTa rporiuia ycneirHo,
¥ OCTAJIOCh I0JIeJIaTh CaMyl0 MaJIOCTh — JOJeNaTh IUIaKaT U pa3-
JIOXKHTH CTYJIbsl. — $1 MorJ1a Obl TeOe TTIOMOYb.

Merru nokayvasa rojloBoi, 4yBCTBYsI, KaK YCTaJIOCTb pa3jivBa-
eTCs IO TeJTy, HO CTapasiCh JAepkKaThcst OOIPO.

— Her, cnacu6o. [ cama cnpaBmock. — OHa yJIbIOHY/IACH
yuutenpHUIe. — Kak 3akoHuy, NoWAy AOMON. DTO HE 3alMET
MHOTO BPEMEHHU.

— OTIMYHO, — KUBHYJIA XKEHIIUHA, U B €€ I1a3aX MeJIbKHY-
JIa TeHb OECMOKOWCTBA, HO OHA HE CTajia HacTauBaTh. — Kimoun
OCTaBUIIIb Ha BaxTe. Yaaun Tebe.

C sTuMU cloBaMU OHA BBIIILIA U3 3714, U €€ IIaru 3aTUXJid B
KOpUIOpE, MOMIONIEHHBIE TUIIIMHOW MYCTOM HIKOJIBI.

Korga maru Mapu ctuxiiv, 3ain HakpbUia TyOOKasi, IOUYTH
ocsi3aeMasl THIMHA. Merru BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK TYJIKO
cTyuuT e€ cepjlle B myctoM nomernieany. OHa HUKOTIA He 00-
sIaCh OCTaBaThCs OJIHA, HO cefvac 4To-TO OBLIO HE TaKk — Ka-
KOE-TO CMYTHO€ OECHOKOWMCTBO INIEBEIMIOCh B TPYAU, CJIOBHO
npenuyyBcTBre. OHa MPOBOAWIIA B3MISIOM YXOOSIUIYIO YUUTEb-
HUILY, ¥ TJIe-TO B TJTyOWHE Ty MeJIbKHYJIa MbICib: «Hano Obu1o



YITH ¢ Heli». Ho ObUIO yke Mo3aHo.

Omna B310XHYJIa ¥ TpUCTYIIWIIA K cKilenke. Ha ynusinenne, ona
XOPOIIO MOTPYAWIACh — IUIaKaT ObLI MOYTH FOTOB, HO OKa3a-
JIOCh, YTO TIOPBAHO OBLJIO Jja’e CUJIbHEE, YeM M0Ka3aJI0Ch CHAava-
na. Pa3pwIB 111€1 poBHO Haj1 OyKBOH «C» B CJIOBE «BBIITYCKHUKI»,
Y €CJIM HE BBIAAET CKJIEUTh POBHO, TO NMPUAETCS NepeiesbiBaTh
BECh ILJIAKAT, a 3TO Y:Ke OOJIbIIMe HEMPUATHOCTU U TIOTEps Bpe-
MEHHU.

Merru B3si1a KUCTh M AKKYPaTHO HAHEC/IA TOHKUI CJION KJiest
Ha Kpast pa3pbiBa, cTapasch He 3a/1eTh OykBbl. Kieit max pesko,
XMUMHYECKH, ¥ ITOT 3arax CMEUIMBAJICS C 3a1axoM crapoi Oyma-
'Y U IbLIM. 3aTeM OHa MPUJIOKUJIA TIOJIOCKY Oymaru, MpornuTaH-
HYIO pacTBOPOM, M OCTOPOXKHO pa3miaania e€ najiblaMH, 4To-
OBl He OcTaioch my3bipei. OHa AeficTBOBaIA MEIEHHO U COCpe-
JOTOYEHHO, MOHKUMAs1, YTO Jake MaJjeilas HEPOBHOCTh OyneT
3aMeTHa. Yepes HECKONBKO MMHYT, KOra KJIEM Hayall CXBaTbl-
BaThCsl, OHA TIOKPbLJIA ITIOB KPACKOH, MOI0MPasi OTTEHOK IO LIBET
riakara. Padora Obuta KpoIMOTIMBOM, TpeOoBaia TepPIeHHs], HO
Merru He criemmiaa — OHa MOTrpy3uIach B 3TO 3aHATHE, CJIOBHO
OHO MOIJIO OTOTHATh TPEBOTY.

Korma nuctbl ObuM MPUKJIEEHBI M1 HEMHOTO TOJCOXJIM, OHA
CTaJIa TMOKPBIBaTh UX KPACKOU CJIOM 3a CJIOEM JI0 TeX MOp, MOKa
KpackKa MOJHOCTBIO He CKpbUla mpodieMy. OHa cMeluBaia oT-
TEHKH, [TpoOoBaja Ha MPOOHOM JIMCTE, U KaX/blil HOBBIH CJIOH
Jenan moB Bc€ MeHee 3aMeTHhIM. OHa paboTania, He 3amevast
BPEMEHM, U JIMIIIb KOI1a 3aKOHYMIIA, OTKMHYJIACh HA CIMHKY CTY-



Jla, pa3mIsAbIBast pe3yJibTar.

Ha Bc€ y Merru yiuio oKoso TpEX 4acoB. YkKe CTEMHEIO, KO-
1A IEBYLIKA aKKYpPaTHO CBEPHYJIA PYJIOHOM IUIAKAT U [TOCTaBUIIA
€ro K CTeHe, PUCIOHUB K Bemnaske. E€ nmasbipl Obuin niepenay-
KaHbl KJIEEM M KPACKOW, CIIMHA HbUIA OT JOJIIOro CUJCHUsS, HO
OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA YJIOBJIETBOPEHHUE.

«Hy, nenaoxo».

Omna ri1yOoKo B3J0XHYJIA, TIOTSHY/IACh U coOpasia CBOU BelH
— PIOK3aK, TejiepOH, KJII0YM. 3aTeM OTIPABUIIACH K BBIXOJY.

Houslo 1mKona BeIITIAAEIa COBCEM HE TaK, KaK OHA ITPUBBIKJIA
BUIeTh €€ qHEM. Kopraophl ObLIH MYCTHI OT MIKOJIBHUKOB, JIaM-
TIbI TOPEJIU TYCKJIO, M UX CBET OTOpAChIBaJI AJIMHHBIE, APOXKaIINe
TeHU Ha cTeHbl. Kaxkaplil 1ar 3XoM pa3HOCHIICS MOJ] BBICOKUMU
MOTOJIKAMH, U 3TOT 3BYK Ka3aJCs CIMIIKOM I'PDOMKHMM B THIIIH-
He. [1axJji0 31€ch No-IpyroMmy — He MeJIOM U JEIIEBBIM OCBEKHU-
TeJIEM, a CTApPOH MbUIbIO, KPACKOM M YEM-TO €LIE, HEYJIOBUMBIM,
YTO BUTAJIO B BO3/LyX€ U 3aCTABJISUIO KOXKY IOKPBIBATHCS My palll-
kamu. OOCTaHOBKA TTYCTOTHI BesiJla KAKOW-TO MUCTUKOM, CJIOBHO
IIKOJIA JKWJIa CBOEU, HOUHOU JKU3HBIO, KOTOPYIO HUKOI/IA HE BU-
JIeJIA YYEHUKHU.

«Bom 61 mym ceiiuac oxazancs Anekc...»— nopymaina Mer-
', YyBCTBY#l, KAK OJUHOYECTBO COABJIMBAECT IPydb.

— Kr0 BBI? — pasgancs BAPYr BCTPEBOKEHHBIN IOJIOC CTO-
poxa. OH noHECcA U3 Xoia, 1 Merru ocTaHOBWJIaCh, MPUCITY-
LIMBAsICh.

Omna nogonuia K Kparo KOpUAOpa U BHIVIAHYJIA U3-32 yIUIA.



CTopok CTOSI B IBEPSIX IIKOJbI, 3aTOPakUBasi KOMY-TO BXO/.
Ero ¢urypa Obuia HarpsikeHa, PyKU BBITSIHYTHI BIIEPENT, CIOBHO
OH TIBITAJICSI OCTAHOBUTH HEBUAUMYIO TOJITy. Merru He Bujena,
KTO CTOSUI 3a €ro CIIMHOMW, W HE CJIplIajia, YTO eMy OTBETHJIU.
CrnoBa cuymch B €IMHBIN HEPa30OPUMBBIN MOTOK.

— Yo6wupaiitrecs otciona! f... — romnoc ctopoxka copBasics.

YTO-TO C CHJION YIApWIO €r0 B )KUBOT — IJTYXOW, BJIQKHBIN
yaap. My:xurHa ocen Ha MoJ, Kak TPSAMUYHAs KyKJia, 0e3BOJIbHO
PAcKUHYB PYKHU, U 3aMeP.

Merru 3axaia poT pykamu, 4ToObl He 3aKpUYaTh, U TIPUTHY-
JIach K MOJTy, TPUKABIIUCh CIIMHOM K XOJIOAHOM cTeHe. E€ cepatie
OelIeHO KOJIOTHIIOCh, a B YIIIaxX IIyMeJio, 3ariiyliasi BCce 3ByKHU.

Tpu urypsl B YEPHBIX TUIANAX BOIIUIMA B MIKOMY, OECIITyMHO
crymas 1o kagenpHomy mony. [1o TenocioxkeHuo 3To ObUTH JIBe
KEHIIUHBI U MYXXUYWHA.

— Kakoil HecroBopuMBbIf, — IPOU3HEC/A OfIHA KEHIIMHA,
U e€ royioc ObLT MEJIOIUYHBIM, TIOUTH JIACKOBBIM, HO B HEM UyB-
cTBOBaJICA X0s1of. OHa BCTAJIa HAJ JIEKAIIUM CTOPOKEM, Pa3Iiisi-
IIBIBasI €ro C JIIOOOIBITCTBOM.

Bropast o0oruia ero u nofoia K Cresiaxy ¢ KHUraMu, rpo-
BeJIa MaJbLEM M0 KOpPEIIKaMm.

— CMOTpU-Ka, YACTEHbKO, — MPOTSHYJIA OHA, U B €€ roJIoce
MOCJIBIIIAIACH HACMEIIIKA.

MyXuuHa B 3TO BpeMs paccesics B KPECJIe B X0JUIe, OTKUHYB-
IIMCh HAa CIIMHKY. KarmomoH mIoTHO cKpbIBaJ €ro Jmio, Ho Mer-
' BUJIENA, KaK OH CKPECTUJI PYKU Ha TPYAU U CTaJl pACKauYMBaTh-



Cs1 U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. M3-1oj1 KamonoHa nogHUMaJcs -
BA 3aMETHBIM Tap, KOTOPBIM 3aKPYyYHUBAJICS CIMPAJIBIO U Tasil B
BO3/yXE.

— MoxHO? — niepBas KeHIlMHA [OBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY K CUAS-
HIEMY MYKYMHE, U B €€ roJI0ce MOCIIbIIIAIACH TIPOCUTESIbHAS HOT-
Ka. — f HEeMHOXKO.

Myk4KHa e1Ba 3aMETHO KUBHYJI, U )KEHIIIMHA B3BU3rHYJIA OT
BOCTOPra, CJIOBHO PeOEHOK, MOIYyYMBIIUI MOJAPOK.

OHa HarHysach HaJ CTOPOKEM M KOCHYJIACh €r0 MaJbLEM —
JUTMHHBIM, OJIGHBIM, C OCTPBIM HOI'TeM. UTO-TO TIPOHU3O0IILIO.

Merru He Morj1a OOBSCHHUTH, YTO 3TO ObLIO. [IpocTo Mup Ha
OJJHO MTHOBEHHME MUTHYJI, CJIOBHO KTO-TO BBIKJIIOYMUJI CBET U CHO-
Ba BKJIIOYMWJI. A 3aTEM CTOPOK BJAPYT MOKpPBLICS MHEeM. MeieH-
HO, HAUMHASI OT MeCTa MPUKOCHOBEHM 1 *KEHIIUHBI, Oestas rejieHa
CTajia pacro3arbCs MO €ro Tely, Kak MOPO3 MOKPBIBAET CTEKJIO
B 3UMHMI JIeHb. VIHeN pacronsaics no ero Jimily, 1o pykam, 1o
Ipyau, MpeBpalias ero B JIEAsSHYIO CTaTylo, U TUXUI XPYCT pas3-
JaBaJICsl B TUIIIMHE, KOTJA JIE CKOBBIBAJI €0 TEJIO.

Merru ycnbliiana 3anax XojoAa u CMEpPTA — JIeISTHOM, Mpo-
HU3bIBAIOIIIMI, CMEIIAHHBI C YEM-TO CJIaIKOBATO-THUJIOCTHBIM,
OT Yero K ropiy NnojACTyIua TOIIHOTA.

OHa BpITapammiIa r1a3a v MomiaTHyIach, €1Ba HE 3aKPHUYaB.
Ha rm1a3zax BeICTYNWIIM CJIE3BI, U OHA 3aKaJia POT JIQJAOHSMHU, YTO-
Obl HEe U3[1aTh HU 3BYKA.

«4mo npoucxooum ?»

E€ tenio Owita KpymHast JpoKb, U OHA He MOTJIa OTBECTH B3IJISI]T



OT 3aMep3aioliero cropoxa. ['ne-To B yOrHe cO3HAHUS MYJIb-
CUPOBAJIA MBIC/Ib: «JTO HE JIIOAU. DTO HE JIOAH. .. »

Myk4rHa BAPYT NMOBEPHYJ rOJIOBY B €€ cTOpoHy. Karmomon
KauHyJIcs, 1 Merru moyyBCTBOBaJIa Ha ceOe ero B3IIsA, XOTS He
BHJIEJIA TJ1a3.

— Hapetock, TeGe MOHPaBUIIOCH 3PEJIHIIIE, I0OPOryIa? — ero
r0JI0C OBUT XPUILIBIM, CKPEKEITYIIIM, KaK PKaBblii METaJLL.

OT HeOkUAAHHOCTU MerTy B3BU3THYJIa, BCKOUMJIa HA HOTU U
noOesxasia 1o Kopuaopy o0paTHo, BrJIyOb HIKOJIBI.

OHa Hecnach MO IJIMHHBIM MYCTHIM KOPUAOPAaM, Y KaxkIbli
1Iar 3XOM Pa3HOCWJICS TOJ BBICOKMMH MOTOJIKaMU. TyCKJiblie
JIAMITHI MUTAJTH, OTOpachiBasi UIMHHBIE TEHU HA CTEHBI, U 9TU Te-
HU CJIOBHO TSIHYJIUCh K HEH, TIBITAsICh CXBATUTh, OOBUTD, YTAIIIUTh
B TEMHOTY. B BO3[yxe BUTAJI 3amax CTaporo 3JaHusl — IIbUIH,
KPACKU U YEero-To €Ii€, Yero OHa He MOIJIa OM03HATh, HO YTO 3a-
CTaBJIsIO €€ cepille OuThes ObicTpee. MHUMO MpoJieTanu ABepU
KaOWHETOB, CTEHbI C OOBSIBICHUSIMU, KJTACCHBIE YTOJTKA — BCE
9TO PACIUIBIBAJIOCH B €JIMHYIO cepylo Maccy. OHa Oexaa yxe Tak
JIOJITO, YTO KOPUJOPHI Hayaid Ka3zaTbhCsl OeckoHeuHbIMU. Kaxk-
Jasi [BEpb, MUMO KOTOPOU OHa TpoJieTasa, Obljla TAKOH Ke, Kak
MpeJblAyIlasi, U OHA yKe He 3HaJIa, /1€ HAXOOUTCS, IOTEePsIB OpPU-
EHTAlIMIO B 3TOM JIAOMPHHTE.

Ho 3a cnuHOM OHa ciblmana JErKUi TOIOT — HECIICIITHBIN,
YBEPEHHBIH, CJIOBHO €€ MpecyieoBaTesv 3HaIM, YTO OHA HUKY/IA
HE JIeHeTCS.

— Kyna ke Te1? — mocaslaics rojaoc OAHOM U3 KEHIIUH,



1 32 HUM ITOCJIEN0BAJI XOXOT — 3BOHKHI, MEJIOANYHBIN, HO O€3-
nyusbii. — He toponmce, ManeHbkas. Mbl €€ ycrieeM Haur-
parbcsl.

¥V Merru noexasia HOra, ¥ OHa pPyXHyJIa Ha 11oJj1, OOJIBHO yaa-
puBIIMCh KosleHssMA. OHa 0OepHys1ach M yBUJIea, Kak OHa U3
JKEHIIVH YK€ MOAHUMAETCS IO CTyNEHbKaM, €€ JJIMHHBIE BOJIO-
Chl, PbIKHME, KaK IJIaMsl, pa3BUBAIUCH Oe3 Berpa. Jluma eé mo-
NpeXHEMY He ObLJIO BUIHO — TOJIbKO TE€Hb I10J1 KAMIOILIOHOM.

Merru oxHyna, BCKOUMJIA HA HOTY M XOTena Oexarh Jajblie,
HO B 3TOT MOMEHT OHA YCJIbIIIala MENOT 3a CIIMHOU — €€ UM,
IIPOM3HECEHHOE €1BA CJIBIIIHO, II0YTH JIACKOBO.

Ona oOepHysach U yBUjiesna AJjekca.

[Tapenb cTosi1 B MpoEMe JIBepH, ero riiaza ropenu guosnero-
BBIM TJIAMEHEM, JIMIIO ObLIO COCPEIOTOUEHHBIM, a TYOBI HCKaXke-
HBI B 3BEPMHOM OCKaJie, 0OHaxatoiiem 3yosl. Ero pyku B mepyar-
Kax ObLIM CKaTbl B KYJIaKH.

— AJIeKc. .. — IpollenTaia AeBYyIIKa, YyBCTBYs, KAK BHYTpU
NoIHUMaeTcs Hajexaa. — beru, oHu. ..

OH ¢ cuJtol MIBBIPHYJ e€ ce0e 3a CIMHY, ¥ OHa €/IBa He yrana,
HO yJIepKajach Ha HOTax.

— beru! — nporunesn oH, ¥ B €ro rojioce 3pyyasa craib. —
Brictpee! He obopaunBaiics!

[To nectHULIE MOAHSIIUCD U IBOE APYTUX — KEHILUHA U MY K-
yrHa. Bee Tpoe MeaJIEHHO pacXoAMJIMCh 110 KOPUAOPY, OKpyXas
Autekca.

[NepBas xeHImmHa, Ta, YTO ObUTA ONMKE BCEX, PE3KO OCTAHO-



BUJIACh, CJIOBHO HATKHYJIACh HA HEBUIMMYIO cTeHy. E€ romoBa
MEIJIEHHO MOBEPHYJIACh K AJIEKCY, M OHA 3aMepiia. A 3aTeM, Kak
9X0, Pa3HECIOCh:

— VX T, MO OpaTUK, — TMOCTBIIAJCS €€ TOJI0C, C HOTKON
YAMUBIIEHU S, IOUYTH BOCTOpra. — JJaBHEHbKO HE BUJIEJIUCD, IIPAB-
Ja? A Tel BCE TaKOM K€ KPACUBBIN !

AJlekc eprkall mpaBylo PyKy BHITSIHYTOW BIEpPEN, JIEBOU Tepe-
O TIepYaTKy y JIOKTS, CJIOBHO TOTOBSICh COpBaTh €€ B OO0
MOMEHT. barpsiHpiii CBET OTPBHIBAJICS OT €ro Ijia3 M CJIOBHO Map
MOJIHUMAJICSI BBEPX, 3aBUBASICh MPUIYIJIMBBIMU CIIUPATISIMU, TIO-
XOKMMH Ha JKUBBIE IIyTAJbIIA.

— Tl BCE TakoM e KpacaBUMK, — ITPOU3HEC/Ia BTOpasi JKeH-
IIMHA, U B €€ rojioce Mociblmanach yememka. — JKamb Oyger
OTpBIBaTh TEOE TOJIOBY.

Merru 11a3aM CBOMM He TMOBEpWJa, KOrJa Majiblibl EpBOR
JKEHIMHBI HA pyKaX CTaJIM YIJIMHATLCS, MPeBpallasich B JJIMH-
HblE U30THYThIE KOI'TH, MOX0XUe Ha Jie3Bus. OHa Bujaena, Kak
OHU POCJTH U3 €€ MaJIblIEB — HEEeCTeCTBEHHO, CJIMIITKOM OBICTPO,
— 1 OyiecTesii B TYCKJIOM CBeTe, OTOpachiBasi 3JI0BelIye OJMKH.

TyTt-TOo Merru u 3akpryana. 3akpruuasa, Kak HIKOT/1a B CBOEH
JKU3HU — I'POMKO, OTUASIHHO, YYBCTBYsl, KaK KPUK BbIPbIBAECTCS
U3 IPyAU U Pa3HOCUTCS MO MyCThIM Kopuaopam. Horu nogkocu-
JICh, U IEBYIIIKA PyXHYJIa Ha KOJIEHH, HE B CUJIaX CTOSITh.

OHa 1MouyyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK BO3/IYX BOKPYT CTaJI TSIKEBIM, Oy/I-
TO €€ CAAaBUJIO HEBUIMMOW pyKou. B rpyau paznuics neasHon
XOJION, 1 OHa He MoIIa BAOXHYTh. OHa cMOTpesia Ha AJiekca U



BUJIEJIa €r0 TAaKUM, KaKUM HUKOIJ]a HEe BUJEJIa paHbllle — U yxke
HE MOIJIa HE BUJIETh.

Anekc oGepHyscsl 1 mocMoTpelt Ha He€. OT 3Toro B3msga y
He€ mepexBaruiio abixanue. Ero riaza ObiM riazamu 3Bepsi, He
yenoBeka. C ry0 mapHs TeKja CIoHa, Ha JOy BHICTYIUIM (PUO-
JIETOBBIE BEHBI, []a TaK OTYETIIMBO, YTO KA3aJIoCh, OYATO €ro ro-
JIOBY o0 Kpackoil. OH ObUT CTpallleH — M B TO ke BpeMs
IIPEKPAceH, KaK JPEBHUM XUIHUK, TOTOBBIN K IIPBIKKY.

Ha ogHO MrHoBeHHE B €ro Ija3ax MeJIbKHYJO YTO-TO, YEro
OHa He oxunana — O6osb. OHa MPOSBIIIACH U UCUE3/Ia, YCTYIHB
MECTO SIPOCTH.

B aTOoT MOMEHT, B KOHLIE KOpuaopa, Merru rnokasasnock, 4To
MeJIbKHYJIa Ubsi-TO TeHb. OHa He Oblla yBepeHa — BO3MOKHO,
IPOCTO MOYYIMIIOCh OT cTpaxa. Ho B ciienyronnyio cekyHay 1Bepb
OMKaiIIero Kjiacca pacraxHyJsiach, M OTTY/AA BbIIETEN AUPEKTOP
Jlaitian. OH cxBatiil Merru 3a 1ieuu, U €ero rojioc npo3Byyall
YyETKO, 0€3 MaHUKMU:

— VxonuMm, aeBoudka. CpoyHo.

OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIa, KaK €ro pyKu C:KMMAIOT €€ TUIeYH, CIIbIIIa-
Jla ero rojoc, HO CJIOBa He CKJIaJbIBAIMCh B cMbici. OHa Oblia
IIe-TO J1aJIeKO, B TOM MECTe, I1ie ocTajics AJeKc, I1e pa3Bopavn-
Basiach OMTBA, KOTOPYIO OHA HE MOTJIa TIOHSTb.

W oH noTanmi e€ no KOpuaopy KO BTOPOMY BBIXOY, BOJIOYa
3a cOOOM, MOYTH HE JaBas el UATH.

A Merru CTeKJISHHBIMM TJ1a3aMU MPOJ0JIkKaia CMOTPETh Ha
Anekca u Tpéx Jnofeu B tamax. OHa Bujiena, Kak OH BCTAJI MEX-



Iy HUIMH U €10, KaK ero (urypa, xyJgasi ¥ BbICOKasi, 3aCJIOHMJIA
CBET, Kak (PHOJIETOBOE CBEUYEHHUE Pa3ropajaoch BOKPYT HETo, Mpe-
Bpalas ero B )KUBOM (pakes. DTOT B3MISA AJIEKCa — TOJTHBIA
SIpOCTH, OOJIU U YEro-TO IPeBHEro — OyeT BCIO KU3Hb €€ Tmpe-
cnenosartsk. [lo camoit cmepTH.

CnE3bl XJIBIHYJIN Y HEE 1O IIEKaM, HOTY OTKAa3bIBAIACH UATH, U
JUPEKTOPY MPUIIJIOCh, IO CYTH, TAIUTh €€ Ha pyKax. MyK4KnHa
YTO-TO TOBOPWUJI, HO OHA HE MOIJIA CJIBIIIATh — TOJIbKO YYBCTBO-
BaJIa, KaK €€ TPSCET, KAaK BHYTPU BCE CKUMAETCS OT CTpaxa.

«4mo mym npoucxooum... Anexc!»— NPOHECTOCH B €€ rOJI0-
Be, KOIJla OHA B MOCJIEHUI pa3 oOepHyiach. Mup rnoMmepk, u B
NOCJIEAHUI MUT OHA YCIIblIIaNa, KaK KTO-TO 3aKpU4ajl — U 3TOT
KUK MPUHAJJIeKa HE KeHIUHAM.



I'maBa 9

Jlarian MeJIeHHO 11010



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha Jlurpec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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