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I'naBa 1.Ctapbie yacobl

31Ma Bce He HacTynaja.

JlHeM mpuTHXIee KOpoJiIeBCTBO 3a00TIMBbIN [lekaOph YKyThIBaJI B CHeXHYIo 11yoky. lenpo
ChIMTAJI OH MYIIUCTBIX CHEKMHOK Ha KPBIIIM, BbIOEIMBAsi KPACHYI0 MIMHAHYIO YEperuily; BeTpaMu
Pa3HOCHJI KOJIKHE CHEXHBIE MIJIbI IO YJIUIAM, 3aCTaBJIsUT BECEJIbIM POEM ILISACaTh Mepeji 3010ThIMU
OKHaMH, 3aropaioimumucs BeyepoM. Harupan nobena 3aropaioryecs: nepBble 3Be3/Ibl.

K HOYM pasbIrpsiBaiach HacTOSIIAs BbIOXKHAS METEJIb, MOIIAs TOHKMM IoJIOCOM B OapXaTHOM
CHHeM HeOe HaJl TOpOJIoM, TaHITyloIlas, KpysKaiiasics OecrieuHO BOKPYT IIIHJIEH, eper pblriBaoIas
c GamreHkH Ha OameHKy. OHa XBacTanach CBOEH HOBOW TIBIIIIHOK 100KOH, KpyTuiia pe3Hsle duiiorepa
¥ XJIOMaJ1a OBIOIIMMHUCS Ha BETPY KOPOJIEBCKUMH (paraMu.

MerTeb TOHKMMU NAJIbI[AMH IIEJIKasIa IO KOJIOKOJIaM Ha CaMOi BHICOKOI KOPOJIEBCKOI OallHe,
Y OHU [IEPETOBAPHUBAJIMCH OKMBJIEHHBIMU 3BOHKMMMU IOJIOCAaMU, ITOPSAIKOM ITPOApOorHyB. OcTpo naxJyio
MOPO30M U XOJIOJHOM CBEKECThIO, KaK MaxHYT JIe/l ¥ CHEeT B CaMyIo JIIOTYIO CTyxKy. Peka, ornbarormas
KPETIOCTHBIE CTEHBI ropoyia, Oelesia, Hecsi B CBOMX YrOJIbHO-UEPHBIX BOJAX MOKPBIN CHET M TOHKHE
TUIACTHMHKM JIb/1a, TO3BAaHMBAIOIINE, KaK cepeOpsiHble cepbrr B yiax KoposneBbl-3umbl.

Jlionu B toMax MOAKUIBIBAIIM B KapKO MbUIAIOLIUIA OYar MojeH1e-Apyroe, YToObl COrpeThes, 1
C HaJIeK/10M MOMISAABIBATIN B OKHO, IEIPO U3PHUCOBAHHOE XPYCTAIbHBIMU IPEKPACHBIMU Y30paMHu.

- Hy, npumia 3uma! - roBopuiia packpacHeBlIasiCsl X03s1iiKa, BBITACKMBAs U3 XKAPKOW MEeuM
NMPOTH. - 3aBTpa HaJleHy HOBYIO IIIyOKY, M Cariory, KOTOpble Ha sipMapKe KyIHIa. ..

Ho k yTpy MOpo3 cTHxaj, 1 MeTellb, OTTaHIIEBaB CBOE, YHOCUJIACh MPOYb, BCJIE/ 32 YKAThIBAIO-
mieiicsi ¢ HeOOCBOAA 30JI0TOM JIyHOM. PacchilaHHble BETpaMy CHEKMHKH OBICTPO Tasilv, C KPACHBIX
YeperuyHbIX KPbII Karajo, COCYJIbKM TOHKUMH XPYCTaJIbHBIMU HUTSMU CBHUCAJIM C MOKPBIX MOJ-
OKOHHHKOB, JI0 CAaMOI OTTasBILEN 3eMJIM POHsIsl MPO3payHblii OMcep Karesu, a BO3AyX HalOJHSICA
OCEHHHUM 3allaXOM MOKPBIX BETBEH, UEPHbIX THUIOLIMX JIMCTHEB, IUVIOTHBIM KOBPOM JIeXKaIlUX MOJ
JEpEBbSMMU.

Beblit MCKpUCTBIN CHET MTpeBpalliajicsl Ha TPOTyapax B CEpYI0 IPA3HYIO Kallly, XJTIONAOIILY0 MO
HOTaMM, ¥ TOPOJl CHOBA CTAHOBUJICS YHBUIBIM U CKYUHBIM.

Kazanocsk Obl - ycTsiK, Meioub, epyHaa. OObruHas 0opbOa peikeit KyapsBoil OceHu, He caio-
LIECA 0], HAITIOPOM CEI0M CYypPOBOM 3UMBI, YbM JOJITHE KOCBI PacuechiBasl XOJIOAHBIN BeTep. buITh
MOXET, 3TO IPOTUBOCTOSIHUE 3aTSAHYJIOCh HEMHOIO J0JIbIIIE OOBIYHOTO, YTO B TOM Takoro? CTOUT Ju
9Ta MO3/IHsIS Kareab MPUCTAIbHOrO BHUMaHus camoro Koponsi? HaBepHoe, HeT, mogymaeT JI0O0i.
Ectb Je1a noBaskHee, YeM CIIAKOTh Ha YJIMLAX CTONULIbL.

U Bce ObLIO OBI TaK, €ciM Obl HE OIHO «HO»: Kakaylo Houb bosbimne KoponeBckue Yack Ha
CaMOil BBICOKOW OalllHe, Yachl, KOTOPBIM ObLJIO O€3 Majoro IsTh COTEH JIET, Yachl, KOTOpble OBbUTH
TOUHBI U CITYKWJTH KOPOJIEBCTBY BEPOM U IPaB/Oii, HUKOTA HEe JIOMAsICh U He TpeOyst 0co00it 3a00TH,
OTCTaBaJIM POBHO Ha MATh MUHYT.

Ilenu netyxu, Bo3Belas paccBeT, FpeMes MeIHbIMUA 3BOHKaMU OYIWJIBHUKU Y MUHUCTPOB U
IJIABHBIX BOJIIIEOHMKOB, U JIMIIb IOTOM, CJIOBHO pa30y:KeHHbIE 3BOHKUMH TPEJISIMH YacOB, CIIMBIIN-
MHUCS BOEJUHO, HaYMHAIM OUTh Bosbiie Yackl, uyTh XpUILUIOBATO U KalesbKy MOCIENIHO.

Hap akanemueit Anmassnoro Cepaua 3uMa kak OyaTo HomblTajack 3akpenuTbes. Ha kpbiiax
y4eOHBIX 3[aHUI JIeKaJM, He Tasl, bIIIHBIE AKX CHEera, JieC BOKPYT aKaJeMHH TOXe YTOIasl B CHe-
rax, rojible AepeBbsl TSAHYJIM YepHbIe BETBU K XMypoMmy HeOy. [lo Houam GypaHbI mesiu CBOM TaWH-
CTBEHHbIE [IECHU, BBICTYKMBAs1 BOAY B 03€pe Y JIECHOI OMYILIKHU, IOKPbIBAsI €€ TOHKOW KOPOUYKOH Mpo-
3pa4Horo jbpaa. Kazanoce, 4to MarucTp ApreHT KakKMM-TO HENOCTHKUMBIM 00pa3oM JOTOBOPHIICS C
Karnpu3HOU 1morofoit, 1 OceHb OTCTYNMIIA OT €ro BJIa/IeHUH, MOOeKIeHHAs! €0 Marvei, OTOrHaHHas
OT CTEH aKaJEMHUH €ro YepHbIM Y3KUM MEUOM.
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D70l 3UMOI APreHT MPOCHINAJICS PaHbIlIe YHbI, U KaKIBIH pacCcBET OH BCTpevas Ha OallKoHe,
MIPUCITYIIMBASACH K JaJIEKUM 3ByKaM Mpockinalerocs ropoaa. OH Teprnenvso k/Jajl, IPOAPOrHyB OT
OCEHHEeM JIMTKOH CHIPOCTH, MOIJISIIbIBAsI HA epOIaT CBOMX KapMaHHbBIX YacoB, KOTOPbIe HOCKIT Ha
JUTMHHOM cepeOpsTHOM TIerouKe, U Kaxaplid pa3 Koponesckue Yachl rie-To BAajieKe HaYMHAIU OUTb,
ornaszfibIBasi POBHO Ha IATh MUHYT, KaK TOJIBKO CEKYH/IHasl CTpeJIKa Kacanach UU(pbl JBEHAIATh.

APpreHT JIuIlb Kayal YepHOBOJIOCOM IOJIOBOM, ITpsiua 4ackl B KapMaH. bpoBu ero cxoausmce Ha
MIepeHOChe, B CHHUX IJ1a3aX CBETUJIACh TPEBOra, ele Oosee rIyOoKast U CHIIbHAS, M YHA, TpsdyIa-
sics1 TIOJ], TeTUJTBIM OfIESIIOM, HaOMIofaiomiasi 3a MaruCTpoM, OUeHb 3aX0Tea MOLENYsIMHA PasryIaauTh
MOPIIIVHY, 3JIETIIYI0 Ha ero TIaJKoM JIOy, CTepeTh JTaCKOW TeHb TSKEJION 3a00ThI, OTPaXkKaIoIIeHCs
B €ro I71a3ax.

- CHOBa? - TUXOHBKO CIIPOCHUJIA OHA, €/IBA TOJILKO APreHT U3 CISIKOTHOIO CEPOro yTpa BEpHYJICS
B YIOTHOE TEIJI0O KOMHATHI M 3aKPbLT 32 COOOM CTBOPKH 3aCTEKJIEHHBIX JIBEPEH, OTpe3ast XOJIOAHBIH
MOTOK BO3[LyXa, JILIOIIMIACS Yepes Tepuiia Ha OAIKOH U JIaJiblile, B )KapKO HATOTUICHHYIO KOMHATY.

- la, - oTBETU APreHT TPEBOKHO U CHOBA MOKAYaJl TOJIOBOM. - DTO OY€Hb, OUEHb HEXOPOIIUI
3HaK.

VHa yxe 3Haja, noyemy.

Ternepb OHa MOHMMAaJa, OTYEro KOIJa-To JABHO OTEIl TaK Pa303JIMJICs, KOTJa OHHU C OpaThsiMU
TPOHY/IM CeMelHbIe Yachl. BeposiTHO, UX HEOOIyMaHHBII MOCTYIOK M MOCTYKWUJ MPUYMHON Hecua-
CTUH, MOCTUTIIIMX ceMblo. Yackl, i1y KMBILIUE CEMbE U3 BEKa B BEK, HE MPOCTO OTMEPSI MUHYTHI,
CEKYHbl ¥ Yachl - OHHM BEJIM CTPOTUH y4eT KU3HU ceMbH. Bce MOMKHO OBUIO MPOMCXOINUTH B CBOU
CPOK M yac.

[TpunomuauB 00 3TOM, YHa rOPEeCTHO B3I0XHYJIA, kKajes OTLa U OpaTbeB, KOTOPbIE MOMIATHIIHCH
cuibHee Hee. Ho eciu Obl He 9T0, BeTpetuiia Obl oHa ApreHnTa? Het, HaBepHOe. 3a Bce HAJIO IJIaTUTh;
U, Tepsisi 9YTO-TO OJHO, Bcerga odpeTaels yTo-1o apyroe. Ee 1ieHa Obia TakOBOW. ..

KoponeBckue yachl oTMepsiii BpeMsi BceMy KOpoJsieBCTBY. M Kaxayl0o HOUb KTO-TO CJIOBHO
OCTAHABJIMBAJl IIPUBBIYHOE TEUEHUE KU3HU HA LIEJIbIX MSTh MUHYT. OTTOr0-TO OCEHb BCE HUKAaK HE
Moria yurtu... MaTepecHo, KTo ympapisul 9acamu? M 94To OH XOTen BbIrajaTh s cedsl, OTHUMAs
BpeMs1 BCEro KOposeBcTBa?

- Ero BesnmuectBo Asbiit Koposs mpudyneT ceroits B akaIeMHIO, - IIPOU3HEC APreHT, KeCTOM
PYKM TIOI3bIBasi CBOIO ajMa3Hyl OpoHo. OHa uYepHOW OyecTsiueid 3Med CKOJb3HyJa IM0 Ty,
00BMJIa €ro TeJ0, MAJICHbKUMHU IJTACTUHKAMHU YKJIAIBIBASCH TIPUBBIYHO HA TPY/b, CKJIAIBIBASICH Yep-
HBIMU IepUaTKaMM Ha JJIMHHBIX YyTKHUX Majblax Maructpa. [IpuBbIYHBIM jK€CTOM OH OIpaBUJI OCT-
pble JIETIECTKA BOPOTHHKA, OTOPOCKJ CKJIQJKHM aJIMa3HOTO, CYXO IIEJIeCTSIIEro Iuiama, U BO3AYyX
BOKPYT €r0 YepHOBOJIOCOU TOJIOBbI HATIOJIHWJICS CBEPKAIOIIMMU YEPHBIMU 3BE3/1aMU MEJIKOW ajiMas3-
HOW KPOLIKH.

[Torsarueasice, Kak xkuBasi, U3 yIjla YEPHOM TEHBIO BHICTYIIMIIA TAHTEPA MarkucTpa, Maruyeckoe
CyIecTBO, cobpaHHoe u3 Oponu. Kortu ee 1mokanu mo moiy, oHa paseBajia ajiylo MacTh, CKauja
OnecTsIye KJIBIKY, ¥ €€ phluaHre 3I0pPOBO TIOXOIMIIO Ha clioBa «Koposib, KOpoib».

VYcapimas 310, YHa HABOCTPUIIA YIIIKH, BHIIJISIHYJIA U3 TETJION MOCTENH.

- llembeH npuener? - Beceso BHIKPUKHY/IA OHA. B mamsiTu ee Bcras ee Ipyr, ynpsIMbIi U €pIlu-
CTBII SICHOTJIA3bI{ TMPUHI] C OCJICTIUTENILHOM YJIBIOOH, OT KOTOPOM K €ro HOraM Majiaiv AEBYIIKH,
CJIOBHO NITUYKH, 3arMITHOTU3MPOBAHHBIE KOBapHOi 3Meeil. [JaBHO, JaBHO YHa He BUjenaa TOro, Koro
ceityac Ha3piBaloT AsibiM Koposiem. Ero nosiBiieHue cysmso TONbKO OIHO: OUYEPEAHYIO 3arajiky u yBje-
KaTeJIbHEHIIYIO0 M OTIACHYIO MTPY B IIIAXMaThl, KOTOpble lemMbeH Tak moowit. Tonbko durypkamu ObLH
JKUBBIE JII0U, MX AJtslii Koposb mepeBurat 1o OobIoN J0cke KU3HU. Bripouem, Kyaa ke ele uaru
JlembeHy 3a NMOMOILBI0, KaK HE B CBOI0 AKaJeMMIO, TyJa, Il yyaTcsl caMble JIy4dllle U caMble Bep-
Hble ero areHTh? Te, KTo Kiisiicst moOuTh cBoero Koposist Goree Bcero Ha CBETe U CIYKUTh €My JI0
TIOCJIE/IHETO CBOETO B3710Xa?
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VHa, OTKMHYB O/IesIJ10, MOCTIEIINIIA BHIOPAThCsl U3 CBOETO YIOTHOTO yoexuina. bockiMu Horamu
npodesxasia OHa MO XOJIOAHOMY MOy, OOHsUIa ApPreHTa 3a IUIeuH, MPUBBIYHO MPOBEJia JaJOHSIMH I10
ero cusiomien OpoHe.

Ona mo6uia 3710BeMii KOCTIOM TEMHOTO MarucTpa, ¥ He TOJIKO 3 TO, YTO OH ObUT HEBEPOSITHO
KpacuB u Oorar. [lornaxusas MesKylo, COJIEHO 3MEMHYI0, aIMa3HYIO Yelllylo, YHA KaXblii pa3 yoex-
Jajlach, 4TO B HEM HET HU 3a30pa, HU IyCTOTO MECTA, YSI3BUMOIO JIJIs1 OPYKHUsl IPOTUBHUKA. APreHT
ObLT HEYSI3BMM - BOT 32 UTO OHa JIIOOWJIA €r0 YepHbIE aTMa3bl.

- N Ero BeicouectBo bensiit [IpuHL, - 3ameTnsn ApreHT, BHUMATEIbHO MOIVIabIBasl Ha YHY,
TMOOYIOIIYIOCS 3aTeHIMBBIMH Y30paMH Ha €ro rpyau. - Jlepex.

B ero kpacuBbIX CHHMX I71a3aX HA MUT MEJIbKHYJIA )KI'y4asi PEBHOCTb, M YHa C BECEJIBIM CMEXOM
OOHSIJ1a ero 3a I1elo, MPUXkKaaach ryoaMu K ero Kperko C:KaTbiM rydam.

- He peBnyii, - menHysa AeBylika, s B €ro KpacuBoe, HO CypOBO€ JIMLIO CUSIOUIMM IJia-
3aMU, YyBCTBYSl, KAK APreHT OOHMMAaeT ee - HeXOTsl, XkeJlas MoKa3aTh efl CBOI0 OTCTPAHEHHOCTh U
XOJIOMHOCTh, HO BCE K€ HE B CUJIaX C COOOW CHPABUTHCS M MOIABIIMCH UCKYILIEHUIO KOCHYThCS ee
ropstyero Tesa. - JTo JIMIIb APYT; XOPOIIHiA, JOOPBIA, CAaMbIiA JTy4IIUH - HO APYT. A OO0 s JIUIIb
TeOs1, MO¥ TeMHbIi MarucTp! U Bcerna JoOUTh Oy1y, CKOIBKO Obl BpeMEHU He MPOIILIO.

B cunHuX rmazax ApreHra MeJbKHYJIO TEIIoe, )KUBO YyBCTBO, U YHA KPENKO-KPETIKO ITPUKAIacCh
IIEKOH K €ro rpyaM, 3aMupasi OT OLLYIIEHUsI HEBEPOSITHOTO CYAaCThsl, HAXJIBIHYBILIETO Ha HEe.

- Tonbko He B3/IyMaid, - IIeNHYT APreHT, OOHUMasl IEBYIIIKY U LIENTYs €€ B JIOXMATYI0 MaKyIIIKYy,
- HaspiBaTh Ero BennuectBo JleMbeHOM U mpbiraTh eMy Ha mel. OH Teneps Koposb; 1 OH oueHb
m3MenwiIcs. Ctan crapiie, caepKaHHee... MyJpee.

VHa, yTKHYBIIMCh APreHTy B IPyb, 3BOHKO pacCMesIaCh, COAPOrasiCh BCEM TEJIOM.

- lembeH noB3pociiesn? - mepecrpocuiia oHa. - [la Bce KOposieBCTBO BUIENO, KAK OH JIETOM JIETaJl
HaJ| TOPOJIOM U TOHSLT romyoeii!

- U Bce xe, - HACTOMYMBO NOBTOPUJI ApPreHT. - IMeHHO OH NepBbIM MOHSLI, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK.
OH yBuzen, 4to yackl oTcTaioT. OH 3a00TUTCS O KOPOJIeBCTBE. [[pakoHaM BpeMsi TOJIBKO Ha IMOJIb3y,
IpaBJa BOT B3pOCJEIOT OHU JA0Jr0... Ho ¥ MOMHAT Bce, YTO C HUMHU MPOUCXOAUIIO, TOXKE JOINTO...
OueHb...

- Uro MOXeT MOMHUTH [leMbeH 3a CBOM JBAIATh JIeT 0e33a00THOM KU3HU ?

ApreHt cMomyal, JIMIb O4eHb KPACHOPEUMBO IIISHYJ HA YHY, BEKJIMBO MPUITOAHsB OpoBu. Ha
€ro CHOKOWHOM MAaJIOTIO/IBM)KHOM JIMIIE KAKUM-TO HETIOCTHKAMBIM 00pa30M OTPaXaJloCh BCE TO, UTO
OH XOTeJI CKa3arh, SIPKMe BOCIIOMUHAHMS HAXJIBIHYJIM Ha YHY, ¥ OHa 30KO NepeaepHyJia Iiedamu,
BCIIOMUHAs1 HEYUCTDb NOKOMHOTO besymuoro Kopons u Kopuenun.

- 310, - Ipou3HeC APreHT BEeCKo, - OH He 3a0yaer Hukoraa. Hekpomaros. OH nodeaun ux, -
HaIOMHUJI APreHT, MHOTO3HAUMTEIbHO KaYHYB roJIoBOiL. - OH BBITPaBUJI BCIO MEPTBYIO MEP30CTDb U3
KOpOJIEBCTBA... HO MMp BeJMK. Ha ciagkuil Kycok nupora Bcerja HaiJeTcs sKaxaylliuil poT. A Haile
KOPOJIEBCTBO - OYEHb CJIAJKUN MUPOT.

C nuna YHBI TOTYAC CHOM3MA YIBIOKA, pyMsIHEll Ha ee IeKax Mo0JieK, M OHa UCITyTaHHO aXHyJia.

- Yt0? - esie cMorJ1a BIMOJIBUTD OHA. - Yto?!

ApreHT noxas riedamu; Kak 0ObIYHO, OH MPOMOJTYAJI, HO BCE €r0 MBICITU BBIITUCAUCH Ha €0
JIMIIE, B BRIPAKEHUH €10 IJ1a3, B €ro B3MJIsAAe, KOTOPBI OH Kak Obl HeB3HAUall KUHYJI Ha CBOH CTOI, 10
OOBIKHOBEHUIO 3aBUICHHBIN KHUTAMH U CTAPUHHBIMU PYKOITUCSIMH.

VHa, nuteniasi O0CBIMM HOTaMU TI0 TIONTY, TIOMXBATUB IOJIbI CBOEH IMHHOW HOYHOW COPOYKH,
nonoexkasna K ero croiy. C Horamu B30OpaBILKCh B KPECIO MarkcTpa, OHa MpUABUHYIIA K ceOe KHUTY,
KOTOPYIO APreHT JI0 9TOTO JIMCTAJI, IIa3aMu Ipo0eskasia CTPOYKH, TOBECTBYIONIHE O KAKUX-TO TEMHBIX
BpEMEHaXx...

- Yto 310? O 4eM 3T0? - TPEBOKHO CIIPOCHJIA OHA, U APreHT C HEOXOTOH TMOJIOMIeN OIxKe,
yKazaJj najblieM, OOTSHYTHIM B YEpHYIO aJIMa3HYIO MIepUaTKy, Ha HY)KHOE MECTO B KHUTE.
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- 970 TO, - BECKO MPOU3HEC OH, - 0 YeM XoueT noropoputh Ero BenmuectBo. To, uro oH 3ame-
THJI, 4TO cymell pacnio3Hath. [loxurutenu Bpemenu. Crapasi-crapas jiereHaa, o4ty ckaska. B Hee
MOYTH HUKTO YK€ HE BEPUT - KaK B CBOE BpeMsI HE Bepwii B HeKpomaros. Bee nymator, uro [loxu-
TiTen Bpemenu - mpocto 3abaBHble yygaku. KTo-To Kpaj maruio, KTo-TO - 30J0TO, a BOT OHH,
3TU CTpPaHHbIE Maru - Bpems y yoaei. IlotepsHHble MUHYTKH, CEKYH/Ibl, KOTOPBIE KTO-TO HE JKeJlall
TOMHTBCSI B MyUHTESIbHOM OXUIaHuu. Korga-To JaBHO y HUX OblTa CBOSI YacoBasi MacTepcKasi, BCeM
Tam 3anpasisit [maBHeiil YacoBmuk. Tyna moay MpuxoauiIn 3aTeM, YToObl OTAATh HEHYKHOE BpeMsI
- WY TIPUOOPECTH Tapy-ApyTylo YacoB.

- [Tapy vacoB? - BockimkHyna YHa. - Ho 310 %e Tak mHoro!.. ['1e oHn Habupamm cToibko?!
Hepxy napu, [lembeH MHOTO OT/a OBl 32 TY JIMIIHIOI Mapy 4acos ... AnbiM Koposem...

Ee ronoc qporuy:1 ot mponuBIieiics B Hero 00, 1 ApreHT KUBHYJT:

- Tel BepHO 3ameTmsia. MHOrHe XxoTenu npuoOpecTr minHee Bpems. Ta sxe 3omyika ¢ yao-
BOJILCTBHEM TIpOTaHIIeBaIa Obl Ha OaJTy ellle YacoB MATh, a TOTOM CIIOKOMHO yexasia Obl, MOAPOOHO
pacckasaB pUHILY, T ee UCKaTh. A BOZMOKHO, HATOBOPHBIINCH U OTKPBIB BCIO TIPaB/ly O cede, OHa
BOOOIIIe HUKYJa He Toexasa Obl, a ToT4ac 0OBeHUYasach Obl C MPUHIIEM B JBOPIIOBOI YaCOBHE, BEb
UM BCEro-TO HUYEro He XBAaTHJIO, YTOOBI OCMEIUTHCSI OTKPBITHCS APYT APYTY, CKa3aTh MPaBy.

- Kakoit penkuit 1 goporoit ToBap - BpeMsi! - BOCKJIMKHYJIAa YHa, Mpsya 1oj ceOst o3s101mmme
HOXKH.

- O ga, - npotsiHyn ApreHrt. - [a.

- Ho rae e oHu Gpaii CTONBKO CBOOOAHBIX MUHYT?

- VIX mpopaBaiu Te, KTO XOTeJl N30aBUThCSI OT TOMUTENILHOTO OXKUAAHMS,- OTBETUI APreHT. -
KT0-TO O)Mman mpuxosa 3aBTpa, MOTOMY UTO 3aBTpa ObUI X JIEHb POXKICHUS, C IOJAPKAMHU U LITyM-
HBIM Tpa3aHuKoM. KTo-To crpanai, oxuaas oTeera JoouMon. KTo-To xaxgan nockopee y3Harhb O
3a4YMCIICHUH B aKa/IEMHIO, - APreHT MHOTO3HAYMTENTLHO MTPUTIONHST OPOBH, - ¥ IIPOIABAT IIETYI0 HOUb.
YkopauuBas CBOIO XH3Hb, BIpe3ast U3 Hee liesible KyCKU. YacOBIIMKY CKyTad BpeMsi 3a OECIIeHOK, a
BOT MPOJIABAJIM ero BTpuaopora. Jlo0aBisTh 1 OTHUMATh €r0 YMEJTH TOJIBKO OHHU... [10 CHX MOp HUKTO
HE 3HAeT, KakK UM yAaBaJioCh 3TO JIeNIaTh.

- 1 maxe to1?

- 1 naxe 11, - cornacusicst ApreHT, OTBICKMBasI TETLJTbIe MEXOBbIE TAITKM YHBI U CTaBs1 MX TOOIMKe
K TBUIAIOIIEMY OTHIO, YTOOBI KaK CJIe/lyeT HarpeTh HX.

- A 4TO CIy4nsI0Ch MOTOM? - HETEPIIEIMBO IPOU3HECIIA IEBYILKA.

- A oTOM, - C JIETKUM B3[I0XOM IPOU3HEC APIeHT, - CIYYUJIOCh TO, YTO CIy4aeTcsl CO BCEMH,
KTO *KMBET OOBIYHOU *kM3HbI0. Y TnaBHoro [loxurutens, Yacopmmka, y maructpa Bpemenu, 3a60-
Jesa MajeHbKas ouka. U jyuiive B KOpOIeBCTBE JOKTOPA IMBITAJIUCH BBUIEUUTH €€, OH BEIb MOT
TMO3BOJIMTH ce0e JIyUIlero Bpaya, Ho Bce 0e3 TosKy. HekoTopbie Belly He U3MEHHTh; TaK JISTJIU KapThl,
Tak 3Be3/bl 3aX0TeNd. Masbllika yracaia; cMepTh yxke NMPUXOIuia K Hell 110 HoYaM M OTYMThIBAJIA
TMOCJIeJHAE Yachl ee KOPOTKOH ku3HU. W Torga Ge3yTemiHbiii YacoBIIMK BeCh CBOW TOBAp PEIIMT
OTHaTh CBOEH J0uke. Bech-Bech, Bee, UTo cymen codpatb. OH yecTHO OoTKymuics ot [loxururenei
Bpemenu; oH oTnal Bee, pojial Bce CBOE 30J10TO B CIIUTKAX, BCe AparoreHHble KaMHu. Cebe ocTaBuI
JIVIIITH KPOXOTHBIH IOMHUK C CaJIOM M PO3aMH - 3Haelllb, MX 0O beocHekka 1 AJIOIBETHK, - U eIlIe
3aKa3aJl MPOYHbIH CTEKJISIHHBIN Kynojl. TaMm, B 3TOM JOMMKE IO/ KYIIOJIOM, OH MOCEJIWIICS, TaM 3ariep
CBOI0 YMHPAIOIIYI0 MAJIBIIIKY, M €/ OTIaJI, BIMJI BCE BPEMsI, UTO cymel coopath. Bee, 10 CeKyH/pl.

Ho Henb3s1 0xuBUTH TO, uTO MepTBO. Henb3s. besyTemnblii 6e3ymelr He MOT 3TOro He 3HATh.
Ho oH Tak npuBbIK nonyyars TO, 4TO Xo4ercs... OH He yMen TepreTh, He yMeJl CTpajarh, HE MOT
cMuputhest. OH ObLT TAJIAHTIMBBIM, HCKYCHBIM MacTepOM, HO He ObLIT My/IPbIM YEJIOBEKOM.

- TepsATb OMU3KKX - 3TO OYEHb OOJIBHO! - BOCKJIMKHYJIA YHA.

- Ouenp, - cornacuiicsi ApreHT. OH NOJIHSJT MEXOBbIE TAIIKU, HATPEThIE OTHEM KaMMHA, ITOJHEC
ux YHe 1 caM HaJieJ Ha ee XOJI0IHble HOKKHU. - Ho TakoB 3akoH npupoasl. OTaaB Bpemsi yMUpAIOIIEMY
pebeHky, YacoBIIMK He MOAyMas O TOM, YTO, MO CYyTH, BBUIMBAET €r0 B HUKyAA. JKH3Hb MaIOTKH
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MPOJOJIKUIIACK TIOJ] CTEKJITHHBIM KYIIOJIOM, HO OHA He pOciia, He CTAHOBUJIACh CHAYaJIa MOJAPOCTKOM,
3aTeM JEBYIIKOW... BEUHBIN peOCHOK, Yel MOC/IeIHUI IeHb UTUTCS OeCKOHEUHO. YacOBIIUK TIPOKIUIT
MPEKPACHYIO KU3Hb, PAYsCh KaKIOMY MHTY, IPOBEICHHOMY C Jouepbio. M Koraa mpuiiesn ero yac,
oH npocto ymep. Mcues, yHecs ¢ coboii cekper cBoero uckyccrsa. Mmm He ucues?.. Vi He ucyesno
ero BeJIMKOe MacTepCTBO, €ro MCKYCCTBO, €r0 TAIAHT - YIPAaBJIATh BpeMeHeM ?

APpreHT HeTepIieMBO CTPSAXHYJI C PYKH aJIMa3HYIO TIepYaTKy, PaCChIIaBIIYIOCS AParolieHHBIMU
KaMHSIMH TI0 CTPaHHUIIAM JPeBHEW KHUTH, U MyYUTEJIbHO MOTep nepeHocuIry. JKapkoe ruiams, mblia-
Iolee B KaMUHE, UTPaJio OCICTTUTEIbHBIMY OJIMKaMU B KaXKJJOM KaMelllke ero OpOHH, Jiesiast ero MoXo-
KMM Ha BO3POXKJIAoIIerocsi heHuKca.

- W ut0 %e? - HeTeprneMBO Cpocuiia YHa. ApreHT MOMOPIIUIICS, HeoIpeaeIeHHO MOKaB Tie-
YaMHu.

- K10, - cTpaniHo u 4eTko Mpou3HeC OH, - BHIIIE U3 YMUPAIOIIEH JIEBOUKH, HATIOEHHOUN TY:KUM
BpemeHem? Uto 3a cyiecTBoO cosnan youtsii ropeM YacoBimk? OHO Bellb KHUBO; OTEll B B HETO
MHOT'0, OYeHb MHOTO BpeMeHU. BeuHslil MilajieHell, He 3HAIOMMI Ku3HU... OHO He 3HAI0 OOJe3HU
¥ CMEPTH, OHO He XOTeJIO Obl pacTBOPUTHCS B HeObITMH! OTEll COTKANI ee KU3Hb U3 OHUX TOJIBKO
SIPKHX U TIPEKPACHBIX MOMEHTOB, N30aJI0BAJT CBEPX MEPBI, CO3/IaB STOMCTUYHBIN pa3yM, MPUBBIKIITAIA
MOJTy4aTh TO, YTO X04eT - Beeryaa. OCTaBIIMCh OTHA, HAITyraHHAsA, pacTepsiHHAS, Ha YTO OHA TOTOBA,
YTOOBI TIPOJUTUTH CBOIO 0€33a00THYIO KU3HD?

- Thl Jymaeliib, - MEIJIEHHO MPOU3HECa YHa, - 9TO OHa... OHA KpaaeT Bpems y KoposieBckux
Yacor?

- [Iputom HacuibHO, Ge3 paspeleHusi, - oaATBepAua ApreHT. - He mokymas ero, kKak 310
nenamyu [loxuturenu, y OEClieYHBIX JIIOfIeH, KOTOPHIM BPEMEHHU CIIUIIKOM MHOTO, a TIPOCTO Oeper,
BBIPE3aET CTOJIbKO, CKOJIBKO MOXET.

- Ho xankue nsaTh MUHYT, - 3aMeTU/Ia YHA. - MHOTO 11 Habepellib...

- YV 1e0s1 ATh MUHYT, - IepeOnI ee ApreHt. - Y MeHs MATh MUHYT. Y BCEro KOpOJeBCTBa, y
KaKJ0ro 4esioBeKa 1o msath MUHYT. Maso 31o? Wiu mHoro?

I'maza YHbI OKpYIIIMIIMCh, OHA YAUBJIEHHO OXHYJIA.

- U Bepp 3auemM- TO 3TO BpeMs KOMY-TO TIOHAJOOMJIOCH, - 3aJlyMUMBO TPOU3HEC APreHT. -

MHoro, o4eHb MHOTO BpeMeHH !
skkook
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I'naBa 2. Moaogoii Kopoasb

ITopa3MbILIATH HAJl CTPAaHHOM 3araJIkoi, KOTOPYIO O3BYUMJI MarucTp ApreHt, YHe He yAaioch.
3aHATHII HUKTO HE OTMEHSUT; €e TOJIoBAa BECh JIeHb OblIa 3aHATAa YPOKAMH M 3aJaHHUSIMU TIpETiofiaBa-
TeJIel, HO Bce ke MbIciM o Tloxututensx BpemeHu u MajieHbKOil IeBOYKe, 3alepToi MOJL KPENKUM
CTEKJISIHHBIM KYIOJIOM, BCIUIBIBAJIN JIMIIb MHOT/IA, PEAKUMU SIPKUMU BCIbILIKAMU.

«KT0 BbIIIEN, KTO MOMyYMIICS U3 yMHUPAIOLIEro pedeHKa, HAMOSHHOTO OECKOHEYHO OTPOMHBIM
KOJIMYECTBOM BpeMeHU?..»

KHury, B koTOpOI1 ObL1a 3arMcaHa rpycTHas JereHa npo Aouky YacoBuiyka, ApreHT noyemy-
TO COpATAJ. YHA XOTeJa ellle MOJNUCTaTh ee CTapble MOKEITEBIINe CTPAHULIbI, TIOMCKATh OTBETHI HA
MyyYalole ee BOIPOChl, Mpo0ekaTh IIa3aMU MEJIKYIO Bs3b OyKB, HO yMTaTh ObL10 Hevero. Cro
ApreHra ObuI IycT, U B IKaax - Kak Obl YHa He crapaiach, - KHUI'M OHa He Hanuia. CTpaHHO...
3abpain ¢ coboit? Camoro ApreHta YHa Toxke He BUjesa ¢ camoro yrpa. OH Kyaa-To CIIEIIHO OTIIpa-
BUWJICS, XOTA caM cKazall, yto oxugaer Kopons. Yeneer i BepHyThes 10 npuesna Jdembena? U uro
3TO 32 TAMHCTBEHHbIE JIeJIa TAKUEe, YTO UX HeJsb3sl OTJIOKUTD Jaxe paau npuesna Kopomna?..

VHe ObUTO JaXke HEMHOTO XKaJlb OSHSKKY U3 JlereHapl. Ee pa3ym He cpa3y cMor NpHHSTH TOT
(bakT, YTO HECUACTHOE IUTSI, OCTABIIIEECsI OTHO, Oe3 JIIOOAIIMX POAUTENEH, He IPOKHUBIIEE )KU3Hb 1 HE
TIO3HaBIIEe BCE €€ PaJJOCTH, CTAJIO BAPYT YKaCHBIM MOHCTpoM. BooOpaxeHue AeBYIIKH pa3 3a pa3oM
PUCOBAJIO OTYASBIIYIOCS, OMHOKYIO 1 HallyraHHYI0 MaJIbIIIKY. Pa3Be MoxkeT oHa HecTu Oely u rope?

N nouemy mansimka? [Touemy oHa He BbIpOCia, He oB3pociena? OT4ero ykpaieHHOe BpemMs
He 1aJ10 el BO3MOXKHOCTH CTaTh cTapiie, myapee? HeyxkTo ee pa3ym, MooOHO ee Tely, 3arnepToMy Hoj
CTEKJISTHHBIM KYIIOJIOM, HAaBCET/Ja 3aKphIT AJI1 BOBMOXKHOCTU HayuuThcs yeMy-To? Heyxkro neBouka
HaBcer/a 3acTpsula B TOM BpPEMEHH, KOIja JeTeil He MHTEPeCcyeT HUUEero KpomMe caXxapHoi po30Boii
BaThl U sIpKUX Urpyek? Tak pa3Be ObiBaeT?

- Kopons, Koposnb ener!

VHa, 3aapeMaBiias Hajl y4eOHUKOM, BCTpPENeHy/Iach, pacraxHy/ia U3yMJICHHbIC I71a3a U MpU-
ciyluanack. AKaJleMus ryjesa OT TOIoTa HOT, OT TOMOHA T'0JI0COB, OT cMeXa CTyleHToB. Ka3zasoch,
Kax[Jas CTyIeHbKa Ha JIECTHULIE, BeyILel B XOJJI, CTOHAJIa U CKpUIIEJIa, C TPYAOM BbIIEPKUBASI MHO-
TOYMC/IEHHBIE 1Iary Crielanyx HaBeTpedy ¢ AjbsiM Koponem.

He tak vacto ux mkoiy HaBeraet cam Koposb - Tem 6osiee ToT, ¢ KOTOPbIM OHM CaMH KOTJa-TO
YUYHITACH OOK O OOK ¥ B YbMX MpofeiKax yyactBoBasiu! CTaporo 3HakOMOro XOTEJU YBUIETh MHOTHE
- ¥ TeM OoJiee AEBYILKH, KOTOpbIe KOT/Ia-TO TAWKOM B3/IBIXAJTH 110 KPACUBOMY IPHHILY, KOTOPHIA yMe
NIpPUBJIEYb K ceOe He TOJILKO CBOUM O0astHUEM, HO U JIEP3KOI CMEJIOCThIO.

VHa, IOJCKOUMB € YIOTHOTO Kpeciia, B KOTOpPOM 3a/ipeMasia, KUHYJIach K OKHY, paclaxHyJa ero
- B JIUIIO €il JOXHYJIO OOKUTAIoIIee IbIXaHHe MOPO3HOH 31MBI, a B 3BEHSIIEM IPO3pavyHOM BO3IyXe,
NepeBasich CEpeOPSAHBIMU TPEJISIMU, CIIbILIAJICS 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYMKOB Ha COpye KOPOJIEBCKUX JIOIIa-
nen.

- lembeH! - Beceso BBIKpDHKHYJIa YHa, paccMesBIIMCh. HecMoTpsi Ha oOeliaHue, JaHHOE
ApreHty, oHa He cMorJIa Ha3Bath ero, Asoro Koposs, kak-to nHaue. - JlembeH!

bnecramas nporeccust yxe nokasanach Ha JIOpOre M3-3a 3aCHEKEHHOro mopopota. Jlasmu
OXOTHMYBM TICHI, PXKaJd KOHHU; U3 MX KPACHBIX HO3Jpeill Bajuj Map, KOJOKOJbLBI Ha UX cOpysX
BCE TPOMYE 3BEHEJIM, HAMOJHASA BO3AYX MEJOIUYHBIMU TPEISAMM, MECHAMU HACTyMaloIeH 3UMBbI,
Oynopaxa BooOpaxeHue. I po3Hble OOeBble TEXHOMAr U Maru BCeX MacTeill CONpOBOXAAIN AJIOTO
Kopors; 310 ux yapsl BO3Bpalliaiy MPUBBIYHBINA X0 BPEMEHH - YHbLIasi MOKpasi cepasi OCeHb OblIa
W3THAHA, ¥ BETPEHBIM, BBIOKHBIM IUIAIIIOM 32 KOPOJIEBCKOM MPOLIECCHEH JieTesa cCBepKaloias ceped-
POM 31Ma, YKPBIBast 3eMJTIO OJIECTSIIIMM OEJTbIM CHErOM M CKOBBIBAsI 3eMJTI0 MOPO30OM. A caM MOJIOZION
KpacaBell-KOpOoJlb, APKUii, CTAaTHBII, TPOMKOIOJIOCHIH, HA YEPHOM ropsiueM KOHE Heccsl BIiepein BCeX,
MIOHYKasl CBOEro CKakyHa. Ero yepHele JJIMHHBIE BOJOCH! CTJIAIUCh MO BETPY OJIECTAIIUM IIEIKOM,
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KOPOJIEBCKHIA BEHEIl CHSLT B CBETE SIPKOTO 3MMHETO COJIHIIA, HATEPTHI MOPO30M 110 Ornecka. Kpacorsl,
MOJIOJIOCTH, CHJIBI U OTHsI JleMbeHa XBaTHJIO Ha TO, YTOOBI 3aTMUTh BCEX M KaXJOrO B €ro CBUTE,
HEBO3MOXHO OBUIO BBIIEJTUTH KOTO-TO B3IJISIIOM, a €T0 He 3aMeTUTb, UTHOpUpOBaTh. Kazanocs, naxe
JMOTas1 CTyXa, OOHSB €ro IJIeYH, OKMBAET M 3aTUXAET, BIIOOIEHHAS B HETO, U 3MMa CTAHOBHJIACH Tell-
nee u nipekpachHee. Jaxe [lepek, cieayoniuii 3a CBOMM OpaToM-KopoJieM, KaK-TO MOTePsICs], TOTYCK-
Hesl. BbITh MOXeT, B 9TOM BUHOBATA €r0 OIEK/1a, MOIINTAs U3 CBETIIBIX, OCNIBIX U KEeMUYKHO-CEePhIX
TKaHeH, a ObITh MOKET OrOHb, YTO TOpEJI B KpoBH JleMbeHa, 3aCTaBIIslI €r0 CUSATh spye - KTO 3HaeT.

«JlpakoH BXOIUT B CUITy», - TOJyMaJsa YHa, BIJISIIBIBAsCh B uepThl [lembeHa. M3naneka eii kaza-
JIOCh, YTO B €r0 JIMLE TENEPh YTaIblBAETCS UTO-TO ONIACHOE, OCTPOE, HEYETIOBEUYECKOE, U UTO CBETIbIE,
sICHBIE I71a32 €ro TO U JIEJIO BCIBIXMBAIOT TOPSYUM, OOKUTAIOIIAM 30JI0THIM CBETOM, KOTOPBIN OCBE-
11aJ1 IO CaMOro MOTA€HHOI'o JTHA JyIIy KaKJ0ro, KTO IOCMEET MIAHYTh B uio Asoro Kopons.

Cras Koponem, [lembeH MOHEMHOTY TIPUBBIK K POCKOIIHBIM ofiexkaam. Illenka u Gapxar yxe
HE CTECHSUIM €ro Kak paHblile, Oorarble KypTKM U KaM30JIbl TOJBKO MOITYEPKUBAIN €ro CTaTh, MaH-
JKEThl PyKaBOB €ro 0aTUCTOBBIX pyOalliek ObUTH YKpallleHbl B3OUTON MEHON TOHKHUX KPYKEB, U YepHBIC
BOJIOCHI, paHee 0e3KajJocTHO 0OOpe3aHHble, OH Tereph OTPAcTU/I. YHa JJake 3amepJia, 3aTauB JIbIXa-
HHe, 3aTI000BaBIIMCh MOJIOJBIM KOpoJieM, Koraa [leMbeH, OcauB pa3ropsiaeHHOrO KOHsI, COCKOYMIT
Ha MOCTSIIYIO IBOp Tepe]] akajeMuen OpycuaTKy, 3amMeTast JUTMHHBIM POCKOIIHBIM TIAIOM CBEXe-
BBITIABIIINI CHET, M TPOMKO PaccMesIcs, Tpa3iHys MoOe/y, MOMIaXuBask CBOETO CKaKyHa, YCIIOKau-
Basl €ro nocJje Jonroi ckayku. CiieloM 3a HUM BO JBOpe NnosiBWICS [lepek; cyas 1o ero gocajie - oH
SIPOCTHO CTETHYJI CTEKOM BO3/IyX, MOTHYJI YBEHYaHHON TOHKMM 30JI0THIM OOpYy4YeM CBETJIOBOJIOCOM
TOJIOBOIA, - OHM ¢ [IeMbeHOM cocTs3aIuCh, U Jlepek mpourpa, yCTynuia KOpoJIio.

- S myuimii Hae3AHUK! - BBIKPUKHYJ [IeMbeH 030pHO - M pacXOXOTaJICs, IBHO JAPA3HSCh.

- 910 MpocTo y Teds oAb JIydllie, - napupoBai [epek. - Bee 3HaioT, uto Bypenom - cambiit
OBICTPBIN KOHb B KOPOJICBCTBE.

- Ho u BeIOMpan ero Toxe s, - KOBapHO Mpou3Hec [leMbeH, XUTpo Iypsch. - S ero 3ameTn.
A ero kynu.

- Tot - Koponb, - cHOBa mapupoBan [lepek. - Y Te0si HeocrmoprMoe paBo MepBOro BrIOOpa.
Wuaue Obl €ro B3I 5.

- Xopo1io ObITh KOPOJIEM, - 030PHO 3aMeTUT [leMbeH U CHOBA PACXOXOTAJIC.

- Hembe-en! Jlepek! - KpukHyJa YHa, BHICYHYBIIUCh UyTh HE IO MOSIC U3 OKHA. MOpO3 TPOHYJI
XOJIOIHBIMHU JIAIOHSIMU €€ PaCKPBITYIO I'Py/lb, AEBYIIKA CKaJlach, KAK HAXOXJIMBIIAsACA NTUUYKA, HO €
CMeX 3BOHKOM TPEThIO 3ByUall B XOJIOHOM BO3/yxe, ¥ Mosionoi Asibiii Koposnb, 00epHyBIIMCh Ha 30B,
YJIBIOHYJICS] TAKOW 3HAKOMOM, OCJICTTUTENILHON YIBIOKOM, IJIEHUBIIEH HE OJIHY JIeBYIIKY, IPOCHSIB:

- VHa! - BHIKPUKHYJI OH B OTBET.

- I'me? - Totuac cripocui Jlepek, mpociieiuB 3a ero B3IJISIIOM.

Ero kpoTkue romyOble 171a3a IIsSIHYJIM B JIMLIO pacKpacHeBIIeHcs OT MOpo3a YHBI, Ha ee sIpKue
PbIKKE BOJIOCHI, OTHEHHBIMU peKaMy COEraiolyme 1o Iie4aM U paccChilaBlIvecs: ONeCTSIIMU Mpsi-
ASIMU TI0 YEPHOMY JIePEBY MOJIOKOHHUKA, Yy Th MPUCHINTAHHOMY KOJIKUMU CHEKUHKAMH, ¥ Ha €T JIUIE
MEJIBKHYJIO TeIUIoe, He:KHOe YyBCTBO. Ha Mur neByllIke Jake Mouyauiach revaib B €ro B3NIsE,
Jlepex MUTHYJI, CJIOBHO CKpbIBasi HAOEKABIIYIO CJIe3y, HO B CJIEAYIOIINIA MUT BCE 3TO - TOCKA, HEX-
HOCTb, [IeYaJib, - KCYE3TI0, CIOBHO U HE OBLIO.

Bce a3T0, Bce cBoM 4yyBCTBa K YHE OH IpuHecC B kepTBy BcenBepu, 3a HEll OCTaBWJI CBOIO
TMOOOBb... WX HET?

- VHa!

OcraBuB CBOEro KOHs MOJOCHEBLIMM KOHIOXaM, CTPSIXHYB CHET C IU1e4, [leMbeH CTalui ¢ pyk
MepYATKU, MPUKPBUI JIAAOHBIO I71a3a OT CJIEMSAIIETO COMHLIA.

- Kak ’xe MbI JaBHO HE BUOEINCH, 10Yb OTHEHHOro Mara!
skk
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- He tak yx u naBHo, Bame BenmuectBo, - pa3mancs oTKyaa-To cOOKy rojoc. - Beero numb
napy Jiet?

Kak, korma v oTKyIa OH MOSIBUICS - HUKTO HE 3aMETWII, He TIOHsUI, Ja TOJIBKO Koraa o0a,
HewmbeH, u Jlepek, nepeBeu B3I ¢ YHbI Ha TOBOPALIErO, OHU YBUJEIM ApreHra, CTOSIIEro Ha
CTYIEeHSIX, BEAYIIUX K JBEPSAM akaJeMuu. TeMHBIII MarucTp CTOsT Ha BBIOGIEHHOW CBEKMM CHErOM
JIECTHUYHOM IUIOMIAJIKE, 3allaXHYBIIVMCh B CBOU JOJITUI JIPArolieHHBIH I11all], OJlaroxeaTesIbHO YIbl-
0asich, 1 [leMbeH, BCIIBIXHYB PaJI0CThIO, IOCHIEITNII K HEMY, MIepenphiriBasi cpa3y yepes JBe-TpH CTy-
MEHbKU.

- Maructp ApreHT! - NpousHec OH, MOXUMas MPOTSHYTYIO MY PYKY, CBEPKAIOLIYI0 YEPHON
ayMasHou OpoHeit. - Pan Bac BuieTsh! Bbl Be/ib HAllUT OTBET HA Ty 3arajky, 4to s BaM 3araaaj’

- Hennpemenno, Baiie BennyectBo, - BaxkHO oTBeTH1 ApreHT. - HenpemeHHo!

keksk

B xabunere ApreHra crajo TecHo; mpuHIl 1 Koponb cOpociiin cBou MOAOUThIE MEXOM TUIAIIH
Y TIepUaTKy MpsMO Ha AMBaH, HA KOTOPOM YHa OOBIYHO JTIOOMMO CHETh U NIPOJIMCTHIBATh KHUTH, U
YCTPOWJIUCH B TIPEIIOKEHHBIX XO3MHOM aKaJeMHUH Kpeciiax. BepHble KOpoieBCcKUe TICH 3a0pasinch
T0J1 CTOJI MAaTMCTpPa, a OrPOMHBII MPAaMOPHBI JOT HaXaJIbHO pa3Jiercs Ha MSATKOM KOBpe IPSIMO Niepet
KaMUHOM, JIpOKa BCEU IMIKYPOil, OTOrpeBasiCh M0CJIe KECTOKOM CTYXKHU.

VHa cama npuHeciIa HeCKOJIBKO OOKaJIOB M HaJIWja MOJAOTPETOro0 KPacHOTO BUHA U APreHTy,
u Jlembeny c Jlepekom. Ee ryObl TpoHysa yabsiOKa, Korjga oHa cMoTpena, kKak Koposb, 3aqyMYrBo
MOTHpasi IEPEHOCHILY U TTPOJIMCTHIBASI CTPAHUIIBI TOJICTOU TETPaaX B cabsIHOBON OOJIOXKKE, MPUTY-
ou 60kait ¢ BUHOM. [TogymaTthb TobKO, JleMbeH B pUCYTCTBUM ApreHrta cMeeT UTh BUHO! Panblie
MAarucTp 3a 3TO OTKPYTHJI ObI TOJIOBY CBOEMY CTYICHTY, Oy/lb TOT XOTb TPYIK/IBI MpUHIL. OIHAKO Bpe-
MeHa U3MEHWIKCh...

- CTpaHHO 3TO Bce, - MOJBEJ, HAKOHel, UTor JleMbeH, mpouTs 3arnucu ApreHra. Maructp He
TIOJIEHUJICS - BBIIKCAJI CBOMM KPacrBbIM, POBHBIM ITIOYEPKOM Bce, UTO Kacanoch Yacopiuka u [Toxu-
TuTeneld Bpemenu B 3Ty TeTpajab, yToObl KOopoimio He MpUIIoch CKIOHATHCS HaJl MBUTBHOW CTapoil
KHUTOW C JIyTOM, paccMaTpuBasi U yraJapiBasi MojycTepThie OYKBBI. - 3aueM uM Bpems? [leBUoHKe
ornarb? Ho oHa utak nonyuwia caumkom muozo, - Koponb cenan MHOTO3HAYUTENBHYIO Nay3y, U
VHa, npuciymmBaomascs K pasropopy, MOHsJIa, YTO, BEPOSATHO, JleMbeH U cam MblTasicsl pa3raiarb
9Ty 3arajKy - ¥ pelui ee, HalleJ B KOPOJIEBCKOM OMOIMOTEKe TOUHO TaKyIo K€ KHHTY, KOJIb CKOPO
3HAET O MeYaJIbHOW UCTOPUM JI0UEPU YaCOBLIMKA TaK MHOTO.

ApreHT, npuryouB cBoii O0Kal, 32 JyMYHBO MOTEP MOAOOPOIOK.

- 910 camoe TpynHoe, Baie Bennuectso, - mocsie HenpoJOIKUTEILBHOTO MOJTYaHU sl TPOU3HEC,
HaKOHell, OH, - TIOHSITh, 3a4e€M BCE 3TO UM HykHO. Yero HeoOpoKenaTe i XOTsT, YTO OHU PaCCUH-
THIBAIOT [TOJTyYUTh B KOHEUHOM uTore. KTo ux 1esb.

- BeposiTHo, - HeOpe:xHO 3aMeTnIt [leMbeH, OTKMHYBIIKCH HA CIIMHKY KPecya U BRITATMBAsI HOTH
MOOJIMAKE K OTHIO, - HAM CTOUT MOJAKapayIuTh [loxututens B OariHe ¢ yacamu?

ApreHT HeIOBOJIbHO MOMOPIIIWICS, KAYHYJI YePHOBOJIOCOM TOJIOBOMA.

- Her-Het-Her, - OCTIENTHO OTBETHJI OH, - 9TO MOXET ObITh OMACHO, OYEeHb OMACHO!

- dymaenib, - MeIJIeHHO Ipou3Hec [leMbeH, 3arsapBasi B canipupoBO-CUHKE T71a3a MarucTpa,
- OMACHOCTb YI'POkaeT UMEHHO MHe?

APpreHT BCKMHYJI FOJIOBY M JJOJITO-JI0JIT0, BHUMATEJIbHO, IPUCTAJIbHO IOCMOTPEI B SICHBIE IJ1a3a
Koposns.

- A pa3Be HeT? - BKpaI4MBO CITPOCUJT TEMHBIN MaruCTp, MHOTO3HAYMTETbHO PUITOHSIB OPOBH.
- PasBe nHer?..

JleMbeH BApYT CTYILIEBAJICS; HAa €ro AEp3KOM MOJIOZIOM JIMLIE TIPOMEJIbKHYJIA pacTepsiHHOCTD,
T'YCTO 3aMelllaHHast Ha OECTIOMOIITHOCTH - YyBCTBE, B KOTOpOM ropael-Kopois HuKoraa 1 HUKOMy He
MIpU3HAJICS Obl, - ¥ OH HEJIOBKO 3aKAIUISIICS, TIOTYITUB B3TJISA.
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- §1 yero-To He 3HaIO? - OYEHb CIIOKOWHO TTpon3Hec [lepek, mocTaBuB cBOU OOKas Ha cToll. - To
€CTh, MaruCTPy ThI CKa3aJjl, a MHE - HU cJioBa’?

- 51 He TOBOPUJT MarucTpy, - OrpeI3HyJcs JleMbeH, Koe-Kak CIpaBisisich C BOMTHeHHEM. - U oTKyaa
OH 3HaeT - 3TO Bompoc!

- ¥V MeHs CBOM CEKpeTHl, - IOCMENBAsICh, OTBETUI ApreHT. - Maructp s uinm Het?! Utak, Baie
BemuectBo. Bo-niepBbix, HaM HA10 YCIOBUTBCS O HECKOJIbKUX Belllax. TalHbIi 3HAK, - APreHT u3sil-
HBIM XKECTOM PYKH yKa3as Ha YHy. - §l He 3Hal0, KaKiM 00pa3oM, HO HaIlli HeI0OPOKENATEI! MOTYT
TMOJICAYIIMBATh CamMble BakHbIe PasroBopbl. [loachuiarth MMUOHOB. VIMEHHO MOSTOMY $I HACTOSLT,
YTOOBI IIPH TOM PA3rOBOPE MPUCYTCTBOBAJIH TOJIBKO Te JIIO/IN, KOTOPHIM BBl MOXeTe 10BepsTh. S, Ero
BricouectBo 1 YHa. Ho B Haliem mupe Bce BO3MOXKHO; KTO-TO Jodcem npumeopumucs Ero Boico-
4yecTBOM. YHOU. MHoi. [TpuHATE T000# 00/MK, 4T00 ono0paThes K BaM. [IoaToMy Herioxo ObLIo
OBbI IPUAYMATh CJIOBO, KOTOpOE OBUIO ObI MapoJieM U TMOKA3bIBAJIO OBl BaM, YTO TOBOPUTE BBl IMEHHO
C COIO3HMKOM, a HE CO HINMMOHOM, €CJIM BAPYT BaM MOKAXETCs, YTO KTO-TO U3 BaIllero ONMKanIIero
OKPYKEeHHsI BelleT ce0sl CTPaHHO.

- A ceituac, - BKpaJuMBO NOMHTEpecoBasics [leMbeH, - Thl YBEPEH, UTO 3TO YHa, a He IIIUOH?

- Ona cmoTtpuT Ha Bac, Bamie BenuectBo, u cmeercs, - OTBeTHI ApreHt, NpuryouB BUHO. B
YTOJIKax ero I71a3 coOpasiuch CMENUIMBbIE MOPIIUHKH. - OcoOeHHO Korna Bl mbete. OHa 3HaeT, YTo
CBOMM CTYZIEHTaM 51 Obl 9TOrO He MPOCTUIL... & cBoeMy Kopoitio BBIHYKIEH TTO3BOJIAT.

- IlputBOpUThCS MHOM?! - YAMBIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA YHA, BCIYIIMBASICh B pa3rOBOP MYKYMH.
- Uro 3a roONMH NpHIABBIA OCMETUTCS TaK HAITYAPUTHCS ?!

Jlepex paccMesiyics; 9TO pyraTesibCTBO eMy ObLIO 3HAKOMO JaBHO, IETbMH OHU YaCTEHBKO IIOMU-
HaJI ¢ YHOUW U TOOJIMHOB, ¥ OPKOB, U MPOYMX TBAPEH, KUBYIIUX B MOTACHHBIX MECTaX U B KOBApHOM
31011 TEMHOTE.

- Kak Bapmanr, - cormacmicsi ApreHt. - OTIM4HbIN naposb. [IpeiaBbiii TOOMMH HaIyIpeH-
HBIM... XM... COIJIaCUTeCh, HEMHOTO JIIOJIEN OTBAXUTCSI CKa3aTh 3TO cBoeMy Kopoitio, KOTopblil cripo-
CUT, KaK OH BBINJIAONT, HaniprMep? Y He ncrnavkaHo Jiu ero auio?

- O, g yxe XK1y CUTyalluH, KOrja 3T0 CKaxelllb MHe Thl! - pacxoxortaiics [leMbeH. - Xopollo,
MyCTh Tak. Jlanbiie 4ro?

- Jlamee s xEcTKO Tpedylo, - B rojioce ApreHra Mmpope3aiuch MeTAULTHUECKUE HOTHI, - YTOOBI
Bbl O€30rOBOPOYHO MOAYMHSITUCH MHE BO BCEM, UTO KAacaeTcsl 3allluThl. be30roBopouHoe 10Bepue 1
nopunHenue. Mosxert, Bbl Kopostb 1 IpakoH; HO 1 - TEXHOMar, Maructp. f onbiTHee Bac. § Mory Bac
3alUTUTh HE CTOJILKO Marvey v CUJjIou, CKOJIbKO CUJION CBOETO yMa.

- Xopo1o, - JIETKO coracuics [leMbeH, BaJlbsSKHO pa3BaIMBILIUCh Ha KPEC/Ie U 3aKWHYB HOTY
Ha HOT'Y, - TOJIBKO IOKJIAHUCH, YTO HE IMpEAalllb U HE ITOABCACHID.

ApFﬁHT MpoMoI4ali; TOJIbKO KPbUIbA €ro TOHKOIO HOCA THEBHO B3APOTrHYJIM W CHUHHUE TJjla3a
CBEPKHYJIA OCTPBIM, TOPAYNM YyBCTBOM.

- 51 yxke KJsics, - YeTKO MPOU3HEC OH, - YTO BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb, IIEJTYI0 BEUHOCTh Oy/Iy CIIyKHUTh
Anomy Kopomo! U ceituac s noTopsiio 3Ty KJIATBY. [lymaio, ¥ Jpyrue, - OH MO OYepeau OrJisijien
MPUTHXILYI0 YHY U MOJTYaJIMBOIO Jlepeka, - ToT4ac MOKJISHYTCS B 3TOM Ke.

- OtmmuHo, - npousHec leMbeH. B ero rmaszax 3arieckanoch pacKaJleHHOE 30J10TO, 3pavyok
Y3KOM MOJIOCKOU Jporuy/1 Ha Mur. OH CMOTpeJsT Ha MarucTpa Tak MpOHUIIATEIbHO, TaK BHUMATEJIbHO,
CJIOBHO XOTeJI 3aIVIIHYTh B CaMylo €ro Iylly, ¥ TailHa, HEKOe 3HaHHE CJIOBHO UCTEKAJIO U3 €ro rias
¥ TIPOHMKAJIA C CUHME T71a3a ApreHTa. - S Bepio TeOe. Bepio. Benp ecii cMosxenb mpenarhb Thl, TO U
camomy ceOe BepHTh OylIeT OUYTH Heslb3s!

- Utak, - mpoomkui ApreHT; ImycTh 3a ero CTojIoM cujies1 Koposb, HO MarucTp 4yBCTBOBaJ ceOst
TJIaBHBIM B CE€TOOHAIIIHEM TalHOM pas3rosope. - KOF)IEI MBI [TIOKOHYUJIN C (bOpMEU]bHOCTHMI/I, MOKHO
JIM MIEPEUTH K caMoMy IaBHOMY? YTO ¢ BaMM IPOUCXOAMT € TEX CaMbIX MOpP, KaK HEroJsy Hayaliu
BOPOBaTh BpeMsI IIPSIMO C OAIlTHY HAIIMX TJIABHBIX KOPOJIEBCKUX YacOB?
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JleMbeH MoTyIuII B30p; MOJIOIOW KOPOJIb, KPACUBbIN U CUJIbHBIN, PA30JEThIN B IPKUN YEPHBIN
Oapxar, pacIIUTBIN )KeMUyTraMu, C KOPOJIEBCKOW KOPOHOH Ha TOJIOBE, OH CTECHSIJICS paccKa3arh TalHy,
YTO XPaHWII YK€ JOJIToe Bpemsl.

- Hy-y, Bame BenuectBo? - HaCTOWYMBO NOBTOPWIJI APreHT, sl Ha [leMbeHa BHUMATEIbHO
U CTPOIO.

- 4 Buxy Buonerty kaxayio HOub, - BBIJOXHYI JleMbeH HakoHell. - §1 ee BuKy. Takoil, Kakoi
MIOMHIO. ¥l MOry TOYHO CKa3aTh, KaKOro I[BETa €€ IVIa3a, KaK OHA 3aIUIETAaeT BOJIOCHI, KAKKE LIBETHI
BBIIIUTHI HA €€ KOpcaxke M CKOJIbKO POJUHOK Ha €€ CIIMHE.

- AX, Aaxe POOUHKM Ha CIIMHE, - JEeJMKATHO 3aMeTl Jlepek ¢ caMblM HEBUHHBIM BUJIOM, U
JleMbeH MOKpACHEI.

- 41 moGmo ee, - ¢ CUIION OTBETUJT OH, IJISTHYB Ha MPUHIIA CBEPKAIOIIMMI THEBHBIMHU TJ1a3aMH.
- JIro6mo.
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I'maBa 3. KopoJseBckue CHbI

JleMbeH MpeKpacHo 3HaJl, YTO TaKoe HaBelleHHbIe CHbl. OH U caM ObUT MacTak UX HaBOJAUTb; U
OHM He Bceraa Obui 6e300uIHb - YHa U Jlepek, HarpruMep, MOTIU paccKa3arh, YTO OIHAX/IbI IOHBIN
O30PHO¥ TPHHIL MPHUIJIACKIT UX BO CHE IMOYyYacTBOBaTh B €ro CEKCyaJIbHOW (DaHTa3uM, U OHa OblIa
OoJsiee yeM OTKPOBEHHA U pealucTuyHa. Terepb B MOIOOHBIE CHBI YBJIEKAIN €ro CamMoro - CJIOBHO
OJeHbIe PyCaIOUbU PYKU B TEMHYIO BOAY YTACKHUBAIOT HEOCTOPOKHOTO MYyTHUKA, CKJIOHMBIIETOCS
HaJl TUXUM JIeCHbIM 03epoM. Huuero pypHoro ¢ mosonsiM Koposiem B 3THX CHax He MPOUCXOAUIIO;
JJa’ke HAIPOTHUB - 3TU CBUJIAHUSI EMY OYE€Hb HPABUJIUCH, HO...

Ho B ero cHax ObUIO J1Be POOIEMBI.

Bo-nepBbIxX, HABECTH CHBI Ha KOT'O YTOAHO JIerKo, HO Ha Koponsa?! OxpaHseMoro MoryiecTBeH-
HbIMU Maramu Bce cTpanbl? Caenarb 3T0 MOT TOJIBKO OY€Hb, OYEHb CHIIbHBIM Mar, CUJIbHEE BCAKOTO
B KOPOJIEBCTBE - Be/lb [IeMbeH M caM 3alminaics OT CTPaHHbIX, MyYaloIUX €r0 HOYaMU BUJIEHUH.
A CHBI IPUXO/IMJIA CHOBA M CHOBA, PBAIUCH CKBO3b BCE BO3MOXKHbIC 3alIUTHI M Oapbephl, U JleMbeH
CHOBA U CHOBa OKa3bIBAJICSI B CyMEPEYHOM MUpE, KyJa ero HaCTOMYMBO 3BaJIH, U IJIE OH YKe pajl ObLl
OUYYTUTHCS.

Bropoe o0cTosATeNnbcTBO, KOTOPOE €ro Myrajio - CHbl clajauch uMeHHO Koporio; npuiienbHo,
HacTtoiurBo. Ta, 4To npusbiBasia [leMbeHa pa3ienTh C HUM HECKOJIBKO Marn4eCKMX MUHYT, TOUYHO
3HaJa, KTO sIBJIsIeTCS Ha ee 30B. B Kaka0M U3 3TuX cHOB JleMbeH HEM3MEHHO BUes cedsi ¢ KOPOHOM
HAa rOJIOBE, U B TYCKJIOM IPEIPACCBETHOM CBETE€ KAMHHU Ha €r0 TSAKEJIOM 30JI0TOM BEHIIE BCIIBIXMBAJIH
KPOBaBO-KPaCHbIMU KarlIsIMU.

- OnHa He BUZENa MeHs CIyYyailHO B TOJIE, HE HA MpPa3IHUKE W HE B aKaJeMHu, rae s ObLI
MPOCTO OIHUM U3 CTYJEHTOB, - TOPSYO 3aBepuil [IleMbeH. - DTO He MPOCTO MPU3bIB TOHPABUBILIEMYCS
MyskurHe. He nmpocto manocts - aBock, noBe3er?! OHa TOYHO 3HAET, KTO 4.

- A 3Hana TonpKo BuonerrTa, - yTouHu1 ApreHT, NOCTyKHMBas NajbLEM IO CTOJIeIIHE. - Bbl e
CKa3aJiv, YTo BbI - IIpUHILL. He cunTas 1eBun U3 Halllen akaJileMuu, KOTOPbIE UMEJTU CYACThE YUUThCH C
BAMHU BMECTE, U KOTOPbIE BUJIEJIM BAC B JIMIIO M TOYHO 3HAJIM, KaK BBIIJISIUT HACEAHBIN IPUHL, TOJIBKO
Bama Buonerra 3Haia, 4to Bel - Aunblid [Ipunn. Ho cpeau BeITYCKHUIL akageMUH HET Marecc Takoro
YPOBHSI, YTOOBI CIOMAaTh BCe 3aluThl, BKTouast CiioBo Koposst [lpakoHOB... WM BBl HE POU3HOCUTE
ero?

- [TpousHomy, - otBeTHI1 [leMbeH TBEPO, M55 CBETIBIMU [JIa3aMHU MPSMO B JIMIO ApreHra.
- Kaxxgp1in Beuep s mpousHomry Cioo. M kaxayio HOub OHa MUHYET €ro.

APpreHT 3alyM4MBO MOTEP BUCKH, TOMOJIYAJI HEMHOTO.

- Tak-TakK, - NpOTAHYJ OH. - 11 Hauanock 3TO pOBHO TOr/A, KOrJa Yachl CTaIl OTCTABATh HA MSTh
MUHYT?

JleMbEH KMBHYIL.

- DTO He MOXeT ObITh COBIAJICHUEM, - 3aMETHJI APreHT. - A BBl YBepeHsI, 4To 310 Buoserra?
Korna s Bugen ee, oHa He MoKa3ajlach MHE onacHou. Ecim 4ecTHo, TO g mogyMall, YTO OHa BOBCE
JIMIIIEHA Marui4ecKkoro Japa.

- Tak u ectb, - orBeTHA JIeMbeH. - Tak 1 ecTb.

- U ceiivac, - mponoykuit ApreHT, He oOpariasi BHUMaHHsI Ha TO, UTO €ro CJIOBa My4aloT MOJIO-
noro Kopons, 3actaBisisi B COThIM pa3 NMEPEKUBATh MOTEPIO, - Bbl TOBOPUTE MHE, UTO HE MMEIOIIAs
Maru4eckux CrocoOHOCTEH JeBYIIIKA 3aBJIeKaeT BaC B CBOU CHbI?

- Camas cuiipHasi Marus, - mogai rojoc Jlepek, - 31o mo6oBb. Kak roBopsr.

Tpu maps! a3 ycraBwimch Ha benoro IlpuHna, KOTOphld ¢ HEBO3MYTUMBIM BHIOM paccMar-
pUBaJ CBOM HOI'TH, CJIOBHO HE BUJIE]I B MUPE HUUETO JIOOMBITHEE.
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- Hy ut0?! - mpou3Hec oH, Kora MOJTYaHUe 3aTSHYJIOCh M CTAJIO SICHO, YTO BCE JK/YT, 9YTOO0 OH
TMIOSICHWJT, YTO UMeJ B BULY. - MaJio i1 IpuMepoB, KOria, Ka3ajuoch Obl, HIUTO ykKe He TIOMOXET, HO
BCE pelaeT nouesyi moosu?!

ApFGHT HEIOBOJIbHO ITOMOPIIWJICA, TTOHAB, YTO HpI/IHH HE c061/1paeTc,q BblJJaBaTh CBOUX UCTUH-
HBIX MBICJIEH U CTYKHYJI KYJIAKOM IO CTOJTY.

- AX, Kakas Jocajia, - mpoOOPMOTaJI OH, YyTh TIOKAYMBasi YEPHOBOJIOCOU TOJIOBOY M MIPUKPHIB
carpupoBO-CUHUE TJ1a3a, - Kakasl ke J0caja, 4To 51 yTepsul cBol Marnueckuid fap!.. Kak cioxHo
6e3 Hero pa3odparTbcs, OUYBCTBOBATh, UTO MPOUCXOINT - & IPOUCXOIUT YTO-TO OYEHb HEOOBIYHOE,
rocroya, MOXeT, ele Oosiee CTpaHHOe, YeM HallecTBue HekpomaroB! O-o, Oyab y MEeHsI XOTb MOJI-
1maHca, 51 Obl BepHy1 cBou Aap! Kak ceituac Ham Obuta Obl KcTaTé 3Ta noamora! Ho... HeT - 1 aToro
HE UCIIPaBUTh. JIaJIHO; MOCMOTPUM CETOIHSI, CMOXET JIM 9Ta TAMHCTBEHHAs] HE3HAKOMKA IIPOHUKHYTh
B BAlll CHbI B HOYb, KOTJIa BBl Oy/IeTe HaXOAUTHCS TIOJI 3aUTON akageMuu. S mo3abouych 00 3ToM
0c000 TIIATEILHO U OTJIAM Ha Balll CUET Koe-Kakue pacropsikeHus. Bac OymnyT oxpaHsTh 0COOEHHO
TIIATEJIBHO.

ApreHT 3amonyal, pa3apaxkeHHo OapadaHs MajblaMU.

- U Bce ke, - cIycTsl HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi MPOU3HEC OH, - s CUMTal0, YTO Bac pypadvar, Bamie
BemmuectBo. Bel Beh pasroBapuBaeTte ¢ 3Toi JeBUIen?

Borpoc 6b11 3a0aH oT4acTH 6ecTakTHO, [leMbeH HEMHOTO TTOKPacHes, HO BCE K€ OTBETHII:

- Hy, pasymeercs... 1a... HEMHOTO.

APpreHT yaoBJIeTBOPEHHO KUBHYIL.

- O1uHo, - mpom3Hec OH. - Tak BOT s monpocui Obl Bac, Baie BenwuectBo, ynenuTs 3Toi
OapblllIHE BHUMaHUsI NOOOJIBbIIE B TUIAHE 3adylIeBHBIX Oecenl. EcTh ofHO cTapoe cpeicTBo, OueHb
MPOCTOE U OYEHb HAJIEKHOE, YTOO He IyCKaTh HUKOTO B CBOM CHBI. CIIpocuTe ee umsl.

- Nma? - nepecnipocui coutslii ¢ Tonky dembeH. - Ho s 3Hato ero. Buonerra.

- A eciia Het? - ObicTpo npousHec ApreHT. OH u Koposs 0OMeHSIHCh AOJITUMU, TOIBKO UM
MIOHSATHBIMH B3IVISIIAMH, CIIOBHO CroBapuBasich 0e3 cioB. - Eciu e Buonerra? Ecim 310 co3nanue
JIMIIb RPUMEoPU0Cs eto’? Brl 0Oe1any Cymarbesi MeHs1, ¥ BOT 51 TOBOPIO BaM, YTO CHBI Ballli HeOe3-
OIACHBI, MX HYKHO TMPEKPaTUTh. 3aCTaBbTe €€ MPOU3HECTH COOCTBEHHOE MMs BCIyX. S 3HAIO - BbI
yMeeTe C/IeNiaTh TakK, 9To0 coOeceTHUK ObLI C BaMH OTKPOBEHEeH. Bac aTomy yumim, HakoHell, B Hallen
K€ aKaZeMHuH, ¥ MIPUTOM OUYEeHb XOPOIIO. 3acTaBbTe €€ MPOM3HECTH UMS - U Yy Bac OydeT 3alluTa,
BBl CMOeTe MPOM3HOCUTSD Baiie ClioBO mpuiiesibHO. VI oHa Oosbllie He yBJIeYeT Bac B 9T BUJICHUS,
KOTOpBIE caMH IO ceOe - KTO 3HaeT? - MOryT yOUTh Bac.

JembeH 3a1yMunBo notep J100. [1o BceMy ObLIIO BUIHO, UTO OH CMEPTENIbHO HE XOUET JIMIIATHCS
STUX CTPAHHBIX HOYHBIX CBUJAHWU. BbUT JIM MpaB Maructp, MOpOUMWIa Jid eMy TojloBy IpeKpacHast
HE3HAKOMKA - aX, KaK He XoTeJioch JleMbeHy 3Toro BbIsIcHATH! W Kak XoTenoch Obl Tereph, YTo0 OHa
Ha3BaJla 3aBeTHOE MMsI; Ha JIUIIE €r0 KPAaCHOPEUMBO BHINKMCANIACH I0CA/1a OTTOTO, YTO CAMOMY, CBOUMHU
PyKaMu IpUIETCS pa3pylIUTh STy BOJIIIEOHYIO CBsI3b, HO Mosiofiort Koposnb mpomomnyat.

- 51 cpenato 310, Maructp, - nmpousHec [lembeH, HakoHerl. - Paiy 6€30MacHOCTH... BeeX.

- DTo Myapoe pelieHre, - cKa3ajal ApreHT, YIOBIETBOPEHHO KMBHYB T0JIOBOH. - Bbl Bep He
IIPOCTO YeJsIoBeK - Bbl Koposib. OT Bac 1 BalllMX pelieHni 3aBUCUT BCE KOPOJIEBCTBO, TaK YTO IPUHECTU
CBOM YyBCTBA B KEepPTBY 00IIeMy OJary.

- Tornma BB He OcTaBJIsieTe BHIOOPA, MarucTp, - ynpsmMo npousHec [lembeH. - Mue npuaercs
pasbicKath ee HasBy! VMl moMHHMTE - 51 OECKOHEUHO J1oBepsiio BaM. beckoneuHo. V1 Bo MHOrom rosnara-
10ch Ha Bac. [ToaToMy oueHb He XOTes Obl, YTOOBI BbI OIIMOATNCH, MAarkCTP ApreHT.

- O, 32 3TO0 HEe OECIOKOUTECH, - OECTIEeUHO OTBETHI ApreHT. - Bee Mou miaru OyayT o4eHb 0cTo-
POXXHBI X TPOYMAaHBI JI0 MEJIbYANIIIUX MTOAPOOHOCTEN. S MOHMMal0, Kakast OTBETCTBEHHOCTD JIOKUTCS

Ha MOM IIJICYH.
keksk
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Kaxmyio Houb, 3ackimasi, JleMbeH BHIET OMHO M TO K€: 3aCHEKEHHYIO JJOPOrY, BEIyIIyl0 €ro
B JIeC.

Mecto 3710 Ka3zanoch Kopoimo cMyTHO 3HAKOMBIM, CIIOBHO OH ObIBaJI TYT HasiBY, HO TO JIM IaBHO,
TO JIK COBCEM HEYacTo, TO JIM BUJIEN 3TO MECTO TOJIBKO JieToM. M3rubaromasicst y3kas TPOIMHKa MexX
MBIITHBIX CYTPOOOB, pACKAYMBAIOIIMECS HAJl TOJIOBOH 3aCHEKEHHBIE JIAITbl COCEH, ¥ TOHKHI 3BOH KOJIO-
KOJIBYMKOB Ha cOpye ero KoHs... Omiyinast 3MMHHIA XOJIO, IIPOHUKAIOIIHIH ITOJ] KOPOJIEBCKYIO OJEKTY,
TSDKEJIbIA 00pYY KOPOHBI, AaBAINIMKN Ha J100, [leMbeH paccMesiicsi, OIHSB JIMIIO K XMYPOMY 3UMHEMY
HeOy, TOTOBOMY MPOCHITIATLCS Ha HETO CHEXKHOU METEJbIO.

OH y3HaJI 3TOT COH, MOBTOPSIIOIINIACS Pa3 3a pa30M; B TOM, UTO 3TO ObUI COH, [leMbeH axe He
comueBasicsi. Kak Obl OH HU cTapajics, a pa3misiaeTs cedst oH He Mor. OH OTHOCKIT K JIMILY PYKY, HO
MIEPCTHY Ha Hell BUIEJKCh eMY HesICHBIMHU, CMa3aHHBIMU PA3HOIBETHBIMU OMKamMu. bennsHa Kok,
B30MTAasI TEHa KPYKEB - BCE TOHYJIO B HA/IBUTAIOIIUXCS cyMepKax. KypTka, mommras Ha MaHep OXOT-
HUYbeH, OblJIa HAOIYITh OapXaTHOM, HO IBET e ObUT Hepa3IMUuM, U Ka3aJiCsl TO YEePHBIM, TO TEMHO-
3eJIeHbIM, TO KOPUYHEBBIM, 2 MACCUBHAS 30J10Tasl LIeTb MepeuepkuBaa rpyap Koposs cBeTibM Hesic-
HBIM U OJIeTHBIM, CJIOBHO JIyHHBIM, JIy4OM.

- Huuero-to y Bac He BBHIIIUIO, MarkicTp ApreHt, - MpodopMOTal OH, TOCMENBAsICh U HATSTHU-
Bas MoBofbs. - Ml ocobas Bamia oxpaHa He cripaBuiack! Kak 3Hath, Moxert, [epek mpar?.. - Konb
ero B3[parvBaJl, HEJOBOJILHO (DBIPKAJI, Uysl MPUOMKEHHST METeNH, Mpsiial yiamu, U JleMbeH yBe-
PEHO HATpaBUJI €T0 Ha TPOIMHKY, CKPHIBAIOIIYIOCS B OIyMpaKe MeX MPUTUXIIMX JiepeBbeB. - H-Ho,
noutesn! HyxHo ycners 1o metenu!

Ha mur B ronose leMbeHa MpOMENbKHYA IATbHAS MBICIb, YTO BCE 3AIUTHl HE MOMOTAIOT
MIOTOMY, YTO OH CaM TSIHETCS BO CHaX K 30BYIIEH €ro JeBYIIKe, CBOSH KOPOJIEBCKOM PYKOW OTCTpaHsIs
BCEX MaroB, YKpOIIasi BCeX KOJAYHOB M CaM MPOPBIBASICH K TEMHOMY 3aCHEXKEHHOMY JIECy, TIe €ro
OXU/IAeT HEeYasTHHO CITyUYMBIIIEECs] C HUIM CUacThe.

Muach CKBO3b MTPU3PAYHBIN TEMHBIH JIEC, IBIIAITINA BIKHBIM, CHEKHBIM BO3IYXOM, ITOACTAB-
JIsis1 JIMLIO TETUIOMY BETPY, KOTOPBIH ellie He MPEeBpaTuIICs B HELaJHbIN JIeIsTHOM, [leMbeH cMescs,
omrymas cedst cyacTIMBLIM. Bs3b UepHBIX MOKPBIX BETBEH NepeuepkrBaja HeOo, Yalia CTaHOBUIACh
BCE TEMHee U Tylie, U cepatie Moogoro Koposs 3amupano oT npeiBKyIieH s, KOraa MeK BhIOesIeH-
HBIX CHETOM eJIell eMy Mepeluyics TPUBETIMBBIA OTOHEK.

OpnHako, MAUJUTUS HAPYIIIUIACh BHE3AITHBIM IPYyObIM BTOPKEHHUEM; THIIMHY ITPU3PAYHOTO Jieca,
KOTOPYIO JIO CHX TMOp PaclBEUYMBAIM TOJBKO TPEIU KOJOKOJIBYMKOB Ha cCOpye ero KOHs, BHE3AITHO
pa3opBaI KPUKH, IITYMHBIN TOTMOT KOIIBIT, U [IleMbeH, OIJISTHYBIIIKCH, TIOHSLT, YTO 32 HUM IMOTOHSI.

KT0 32 HMM rHascsl - OH HE BUJEN, HO TPOMKHE Tojioca, pa3Jalonirecs Mo3aau, OKJIUKAIM,
3BaJIM €ro 110 UMEHH, ¥ OH TIOHSLI, YTO 3aIlIuTa, oOelaHHas ApreHTom, Bee ke cpadborana. Ecim onu
JOTOHSIT €ro, TO CHy KOHell. PactaeT 3uMHUII Jiec ¥ TPOIIMHKA, BEAYIasl ero K JIOOMMOM JEeBYIIIKE,
pacTaer B maMsTH, ObITh MOXET, HABCET/A.

- AX, xwurper, - mpodopmoTan JlembeH, ele pa3 ONISHYBIIMCh. BeTep pa3BeBas MOJbI €ro
TUIaIa, Kak KpbUlbs YEPHOM ITHIIBI, CTPEMUTEBHO YJIETAIOIIEH, YHOCSINEHCs OT IOrOHH, TepeOu
BoJiockl. Hy yk HeT, Tak Mbl He JoroBapuBauch! f omkeH y3HaTh ee ums! S momkeH cam pasrajarhb
3Ty 3arajky!

Ckazan - u cam axHyn1. 3a6eu1! Hampous 3a0bu1 HactaBieHus Mmaructpa! M ecim 6 He ero
NocJIaHHbIe Bociesl [JleMbeHy 4apbl, HM 32 UTO HEe BCIIOMHUJI OBl.

- Hy-ka, - /leMbeH yBepeHHO HAIpaBUJI KOHsI C TPOIMHKH B CYrpo0, Moj OONBIION eJbio, 1
TUIACT CHera, OOPYIIMBIIUICS HA €ro TUIeUH, CKPbLT €ro Cliebl OT TIOTOHM.

- Ecnut s TOXe yrpaBJisiio 9TUM CHOM, - HIeNHY.T [leMbeH, CKJIOHMBIIUCS K IIiee KOHSI U HaOJTio-
nasi, Kak TeMHasi IOTOHsI MPOXOIUT CTOPOHOM, - TO CEYac Mbl 3TO BBISICHUM.

Kaxercs, [lembeH ObUT MpaB; 3T0 UIMEHHO €r0 Yapbl MEUIadd €ro 3alUTHUKaM YKPBITh €ro
CHBI OT BTOp:KeHus1. [ToroHs, nocnanHasi ApreHToM, IMPOHeCIach MUMO U UCUe3/a B TEMHOTE Jieca, U
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JleMbeH CHOBa 3acMesiyICs, IOHYKasl KOHSI, 3aCTaBJIsIsl €ro BRIOPAThCs U3-TION €JTH, MOJI KOTOPOW OHU
MPATATUCH, TIepeKUIas TpecieoBaTeseH.

- Hy, koHeuHo, caMm, - mpoTsaHy1 [JeMbeH, OTpsIXMBas IJIeYH ¥ BCIYIIMBASCh B 3BYKH MOOECTIO-
KoeHHoro Jieca. lllymen BeTep B BETBsIX, IEperoBaprBaJIFCh BCTPEBOKEHHbIE MTTHIIBI, TOCK PUTIHIBAJIH
PaCKauMBAIOIINECs: CTBOJIBI COCEH. - §I cam pyIiy Bce 3aIluThL.

3TO OAHOBPEMEHHO MPHUBEJIO €ro B BOCTOPT, 3aCTABHUB MOUYBCTBOBAThH CE0s1 CAMBIM CHUJIbHBIM
Marom B KOPOJIEBCTBE, HO U 3a/lyMaThCsl - TOXKE.

- AX, KaK 3TO XHTpO, - MPOOOPMOTAJ OH, Oe3 Tpya OTHICKMBAsI HY)KHYIO EMY TPOITMHKY, CJIOBHO
npuramaoiryio mononoro Koposns exars qasnblie, B IPUBETIMBYIO TEMHOTY JIeCa, - 3ACTABUTH MEHS
caMoro oTBepraTh Bestueckylo 3amuty! Kak xurpo...

OpnHako, Bce 3T 0e3 COMHEHUsI YMHbIE CJIOBAa U MPEJOCTePEeKEHUsT pacTasiyiv, Kak COCYJIbKa
Ha SIPKOM COJIHIIE, CTOMJIO JleMbeHy Mpoexarh ellle COBCEM HEMHOTO M YBUIETh 3HAKOMOE KPOXOT-
HOE OKOHIIE, 3aTSHYTOE U3HYTPH CepeOpsSIHBIMHU MBIITHBIMH y30paMHy. 3a 3aMep3IIMM CTEKJIOM Tope
MIPUBETJIMBBII 30JI0TOM CBET, KOJIBIXJIUCh TeHH, U [leMbeH, 03a0biB 000 BceM, cropasi OT HeTeprie-
HUS, CIIPBITHYJT C Ce/iIa B CHET, OPOCHJT TIOBO/IbSI ¥ TOJIKHYJI MAJIEHBKYIO JIBEPb, BIIOPY TOJIBKO THO-
MaMm, HaBEPHOE.

- Tr1 npuiiest, moit Kopous.

I'maza y neBymiku ObUTH TEeMHBIE-TEMHbIC, KaK TEpecrieBIre BUIIIHH, KaIITAHOBBIE BOJIOCH -
YTO IIEJIK, ¥ JleMbeH JII0OOBHO MPOBEJ 10 HUM JIA0HbI0, HACIAKAASCh X TIIAJKOCThI0. B oTiiuune ot
ce0s1, ee [leMbeH BUIE OTYETIIMBO - BILIOTh [0 OIMKOB CBETA, UT'PAIOIIUX NEPIaMyTPOBBIMU UCKpaMU
Ha PaCKPBITHIX HEXKHBIX I'y0ax, BIJIOTh A0 CJMITIIAXCS OT HEYasTHHOM CJIe3bI TEMHBIX CTPEJIOK PECHHUII.

OH kacaetcs ee ek, OOBOUT OBAJI €€ XOPOLIEHBKOTO JIMYMKA, 3aCTABIISIS JIEBYIIKY BCIbIX-
HYTb CTBIIJIMBBIM PYMSHIIEM U TIOTYNUTH B30p. OHa Bcerjga cMyInanach, KOrja OH pacCMaTpuBall ee
TaK - Kacasch CAMbIMM KOHUMKAMU MAJIbIIEB, HACTIAXJAsICh TEIJIOM ee KMBOTO TeJa JIIOYsCh ee Kpa-
COTO M HETPOHYTOU MOJIOIOCTHIO.

B cBeTe MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIX 30JI0THIX CBEUEH, OIUIBIBAIONIMX MPO3PAYHBIMU SHTAPHBIMU CJie-
3aMH, JEBYIIKA B TIOJYMPO3PAvYHON OSIOCHEKHOM JJTMHHOM pyOallike cama Ka3anach SPKUM CBETSI-
mumMcs BuaeHueM. CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb BHHO OBUIO €€ Pa3orpeToe po30BOe TeJI0, OCTPhIE COCKH
MIPOCBEYMBAIOT TEMHBIMU ITyTOBKAMH, TOHKHE JIyYHM 30JI0TOM HUTHIO OOPHUCOBBIBAIM €€ M3SIIIHBII
CUJTY3T, BIUIETAIMCH B PACITyIIIEHHOE I71a/IKOe MOKPBIBAIO Bostoc. M30yIIKa ee, moXosiiasi Ha OXOT-
HUYBIO CTOPOKKY, OblIa TEMHA U HACKBO3b IPOIAXJia TPAaBaMH, CYLIAIIMMUCS 110 BCEM YIJIaM, Myd-
KaMH BUCSIIIMMH TIOJI TIOTOJIKOM, XBOEH, TOJICTHIM KOBPOM paccChilaHHOMW mof Horamu. M Ha ¢poHe
rpyOOBaThIX TEMHBIX CTE€H Ka3aJoCh, YTO 3TO HE YENIOBEK - (hesi MM CKa304HBIN b, CBETIISTUOK,
3aHOYEBABILNI B TEMHOM OyTOHE 3aKpBITOrO IBeTKa. M ee xouercs: JoOUTh OCTOPOKHO, Kacasich
HEKHO, YTOOBI HE TMOBPEINUTH XPYIIKOE OYapOBAHHE.

- 4 mymana, - JaCKOBO MPHKUMASICh TOPSIYEH IEKOW K ero XOJIOMHOH JIAJIOHU, TPoOopMOTaia
OHa, OJ1a)KeHHO 3aKpbIBasi 17132, - Thl HEe MPU/EIb. S CIbIaia MOroHIO B JIECYy.

OHa NOpPBIBUCTO IIEJIyeT ero B JIaJI0Hb, CIIOBHO MPEAYYBCTBUE Pa3yKH BCE €Ille BUTAET Haj
HUMU, U [leMbeH cMeeTcs Hall ee cTpaxamu. BripoueM, OH Bceraa cMeeTcsl.

- Yro moroHs, - OECrieYHO OTBETUJI OH, paccTeruBasi KypTKy, - €CJIM Y MEHsI CaMblil OBICTPBIT
KOHb B KOPOJIEBCTBE?

- Ho onum npoTtuB TOr0, 4YT00 MBI BU/IEIIUCH, - C TOCKOW MPOMOJIBMJIA JIEBYIIIKA, HAOMIOAAs, KaK
JleMbeH pasnieBaeTcs, CTaCKUBast TPOMOKIITYIO OT PACTasIBIIIErO CHEra OfekKIy.

- 'maBHOE, YTOOBI MBI 3TOTO XOTEJH, - IPOMOJIBUJI OH, CTyMasi K Hell 1 OOHMMas ee TOHKYIO
TaJIMIO CKBO3b HEBECOMYIO HEKHYIO TKaHb, OTOIpeBasiCh ee TerioM. - u ko MHe.

Kaxapiii pa3, kacasch ee Tesa, NPHKUMASACh K HEW, CKJIOHSSCh HaJ| ee JIMIIOM U Kacasch ee
ry0, JleMbeH yauBIISUICS U 3aMUpaJl, CTApasiCh HE BCIYTHYTb HEBEPOSATHOE UYJIO - OIIYyIIEHHe TOro,
YTO MPOMCXOIMT B TIEPBHIN pa3, He Tepsisi CBEKECTH, pafocTH oonaganus. [lepBoe kacaHue, TOHKOE U
HECMeJIoe, KaK CKOJIb3HYBILUH 10 Va1 3epKajla 1IeJIK; NEPBbIi MOLETy, TOJIOBOKPYKUTEIbHbBINA U
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CIIAJIKHIA, OT KOTOPOTO 3aMHpAeT Ceplle U JPOKUT JyIia, KaKk CBET 3Be3] B Koyofre. [lepsuii Tperner,
CMYIIIEHVE ¥ CTHIIJIUBOCTh, HACTOMYMBOCTh 1 HETEepIIeHNEe, BOJTHEHVE M HAKATHIBAIOIIAS OCTICTTUTE b~
HOW U MPEKPACHOW BOJIHOM CTPACTh, KOT/IA CIMBIIHMECS B TOLIENTye T'YOBI JBIIIAT €JUHBIM JIbIXaHHEeM, a
TSI JTACKAIOIIUXCS PYK HeT nperpa. ToHkas pyoariika MoKHUIaeT MbUIAIOIIYI0 OTHEM KOXKY, IEBYIIKA,
yJIOKEeHHas! B TIOCTEJIb, MPHKaTasi BCEM ero BECOM K HarpeToi y OrHsI MeBeKbel MIKype, OakeHHO
3aKpbIBaeT I71a3a, a ee OCTPhle HOTOTKU OCTaBJISIIOT KPacHbBIE CJIEbl HA €ro HANPSKeHHBIX TUIeYaXx.
[Moxanyi, omHUX ToIeTyeB ObUTO OBl IOCTATOYHO, JleMbeH KaX bl pa3 XMeJIes OT HUX, TePSI FOJIOBY,
TIeJTys eIlie U ellle, YyBCTBYS HeJKHBIM TPETeT AeBUIbEro Teja 1moj| COOOH, ee TOKOPHOCTh U CBOIO CHUTY
1 Biacth. OIHAKO, OHa, JIacKasich K JleMbeHy, pacKpbiBasia HOTH, OOHMMAaJsa ero - U BCKpUKHUBAJIA,
KQKJIbIA pa3 BCKPUKWBAJA, HEBEPOSITHO IMMPOKO PACKPHIBAsk TEMHBIE T71a3a, KOTJIa OH HEeTepIeIBO
1 KaTHO TIPOHUKAJT B €€ TeJIO.

3a OKHOM I1eJ1a MevaIbHBIM TOJIOCOM BBIOTa, IIBBIPSS B 3aMep3Iiiee OKOHIIE CHET, a B JOMHUKE
Ka4aJTUCh TI0 YIJIaM T€HH, POXKJICHHBIE 30JI0THIM CBETOM CBEYEH.

- Jlio6u mens1, moii Kopob, - mienyeT aeByiika, 1 JleMbeH LenyeT ee ryObl, IPOBOAUT 10 HUM
SI3BIKOM, 3aCTaBJIsIsSl ICBYIIIKY CTOHATh OT €ro CTPACTHOM JIACKHU.

Ee ropstune pyku 0OHUMAIOT €ro, AeBYIIKa, poka, MPUKUMAETCS K HEMYy Bee IJIOTHee, ToCTa-
HBIBasi OT €ro KaJHBIX TOIEYeB, U JBa Tella, CJUThIE BOEAWHO, HECIICITHO JABUTAJUCH B 30JI0TOM
cere cBeuel. OT ropsyero Bo3ayxa, HAMOGHHOTO apOMAaTOM TpPaB, KPYKHTCS TOJIOBA, U Ka3aioch -
OHH YCTPOWJIMCH HA I[BETYILEM JIYTY, B CAMBII pas3rap Jieta, Imoj| majasnmm coiHieM. [lox ero namo-
HSIMH BOJIOCHI Ha BUCKE Y JICBYIIIKE CTAHOBATCS BJIA)KHBIMU, OH IPUIIIAXKUBACT TOHKUE TIPSIH, BCITY-
IIMBASICh B €€ HEKHBIN rOJI0C, OCTOPOKHO U JIACKOBO TOJIKASICh B €€ TeJIO.

- 51 moGo TeOs, - OTBeYaeT OH, 3ariiylias ee CTOHbI CBOUM TiorienyeMm. - JIio0mo, Moe 3uMHee
4yJI0...

BHe3zanHbIii MOPBIB XOJIOAHOTO BETPa, TPOrask TOHKKE JISTIECTKY TUIAMEHU M pacruieTast X Ha
JBIMHBIC JUIMHHBIC JICHTHI, HAJIETAET U KAcaeTCsl ero ropsiueil BIaXXHOW KOXKH, U OT TOTO JISISTHOTO
MpUKOCHOBeHUs [leMbeHy cTaHOBUTCS He 10 cebe. KopoHa, 0 KOTOpo#i OH 103a0bUT, TSKENO IaBUT Ha
7100, ¥ OH, OTCTPAHMBIIKChH OT JICBYIIIKH, C YAVBJICHUEM CMOTPHT B €€ 3aTyMaHeHHbIC TEMHbIC TJ1a3a.

[orons, oT KOTOPOU OH yOeskaJl, HACTUIJIA €r0; TEMHbIe TEHH 3aMETaJIUCh TI0 yIjlaM, HaCTOM-
YHBO IIIeN4a ero uMs, U JIleMbeH ¢ TOCKOU MOHSLT, YTO eIlle MUT - U OH ITPOCHETCSI, He HACTIaJUBIIIUChH
BCeIeJI0 CTPACTHBIM CBUJIAHVEM.

«JlembeH, JleMbeH, - HaCTOMYMBO 30BET €ro rojioc ApreHra, u JleMbeH 4yBCTBYET, Kak €ro
3UMHSISI CKa3Ka TacHeT, TyXHET, CTAHOBSICh Cepou, OJIeKJIoN. Terio yxoauT, Ha TIeYd HaBJTUBACTCS
JIMTTKUI OOXKUTAIONIVIA CHET, U ero BruoserTa, ero KpacuBbIi 3010TOM CBET/ISTYOK, PACCHITIAB TEMHbIC
BOJIOCHI, BMEP3aeT B JKECTKUM HACT, MpeBpaliasch B HEHACTOSAIIYI0 BOCKOBYIO KyKiy. - Hudero He
3a0b117»

«3abbu1! - MeTbKHYJIO B TosioBe [lembeHa. KopoHa Bce Kpermue CTUCKMBaIa JIOO, BRIMOPaXKUBasia
BCE MBICJH O HacJaxaeHUH. - IMs 3a0bL1 CLIpOCUTH | »

JleByIIKa CJIOBHO He 3amMevalia repeMeH, IPOU3OIIEANINX BOKPYT HH, HE BH/IJIa HABATUBIICHCS
TEMHOTBI ¥ YEPHOU BSI3U BETBel HaJ MxX rojoBamu. Ee ria3a Bce ere ObUTH JKUBBI, U [leMbeH, CKJIO-
HUBIIIKCH K CAMBIM I'y0aM JIEBYIIKH, TUXO-TUXO IICTTHYJI, BIIIIA OCTaTKAMH TeruIa:

- A xak tBoe ums? Koro s mo6mo tak crpactHo? C KeM MpoBOKY MO ku3Hb? Komy otman
cepaue?

- ArHus, - ee TIOMEpPTBEBIIUE T'YObl pa3KaJIvcCh, TEMHBIE TJIa3a MOPTHYJIM B TIOCJICTHUN pa3,
oOparrasich B XOJIOJHBIE JIparorieHHble KaMHH, [leMbeH ¢ KPUKOM OTIPSIHYJT OT XOJIOJHOTO CHEXHOTO
TeJia ... TPOCHYJICS.

OH cuyien B CBOeH MocTes, CKOMKAaHHOW 1 COUTOM, MOKPBIN OT OOJIE3HEHHOTO TIOTa, C CHIIBHO
KOJIOTSITIIUMCSI CEP/ITIEM, U HAIIPOTUB HETO B Kpecie, MOOIeCKMBast B TEeMHOTE I71a3aMu, CUIeT APreHT.
UepHble aMasbl, CIIOBHO 3BE3/Ibl, BCIILIXMBAJIM HAJl €r0 roJIOBOM, U JleMbeH, mepeBes IyX, TUTI0X-
HYJICSI OOpPaTHO B MOCTEJTb, OTUPAst JIUITKUIA TIOT €O JI0a.
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- Hy maru-u-ucrp, - nporsHysl OH yKOPU3HEHHO. BpoBu ApreHTa BEXJIMBO IPUIIOIHSIINCH
BBEpX, M300paxast HeIoyMEHME.

- Yto? - cripocut oH, n300pakas MOJIHOe HeMIOHUMaHMe. - § He yMelo TIoIcMaTpuBaTh UyKue
cabl. Ho 1 6e3 3Toro s Mory ckaszarh C yBEpEHHOCTBIO - s ObUT TIpaB?

«ArHus», - B ymax JleMbeHa Bce ellle 3ByJall TaKOW pOJHOM, TAKOW 3HAKOMBIH TOJIOC, TTPOU3-
HOCSI 4y’KO€, HE3HAKOMOE UMSI.

- [1a, BbI OKa3aJIMCh IIpaBbl, MATUCTP, - HEXOTS Npu3Hajcs leMbeH. - Araus. Ee 30ByT ArHus.
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I'nasa 4. bamnsa KopoJjesckux Yacos

VHa HUKaK He MOIJIa YCHYTb.

JIyHHBI CBET COHHO YePTHJI CBETJIble KBAaJpaThl HA MOy, TOUMJI JEPEBSAIIEUKY CBEPUOK, CIps-
TABUIMICA B TEIUIOM YINIy 32 KAMUHOM, pIEIM aJbIMU OTOJIECKAMHU OCTBIBAIOIME YIIM 332 YEPHOM
KaMHUHHOM pelIeTKoM, a YHe Bce He crayiock. HesicHas TpeBora ToMuiia ee ayliny, M Ha Bce kJaja,
KJaja, 4To cefyac YTo-To MPOU30MIET. ..

Ona Bopouasiach ¢ 00Ky Ha OOK, U i Ka3aJIoCh, YTO B TIOCTeNIM O6e3 ApreHTa XoJIoqHo. Maructp
ylies JIOBUTh CHbI [leMbeHa, M KTO 3HaeT, yJacTcs JIU eMy pa3lIsAeTh YTO-TO B 9TUX CHaX, M Kak
J0Jro OoH OyJeT UX paccMaTpuBath?.. MoOXeT, BCIO HOUb?

VHa HatsiHyJa Ha ceOsl OfIesiyIo U 3apblia [J1a3a, HO YCHYTb eid He YaJloCh.

Cpazy HeCKOJIbKO KPENKHMX CHEXKKOB C TITyXUM CTYKOM pa3OMIICh O CTEKJIO, U YHa B3[POrHYya,
TOJICKOYMIIA, IS KaK JIMITKUIA MOKPBIH CHET CKaThIBAeTCs IO CTEKJTY, OCTaBJIsAs OJIECTAIIIE MOKPBIE
nopoxku. ClieloM 3a CHeXXKaMU pa3falicsl TAXMU CBUCT 3a OKHOM, M YHa, OTKUHYB OJ€ESIO0, CITyCTHIA
HOTH Ha TOJI, OICKOYMJIa M OPOCHIIAch K OKHY.

Buuzy, nox okHamu, ObUIO TEMHO, BUJIEH ObUI JIMIIIb OJMH TEMHBIH CHITY3T, HETEPIIEIMBO BhIIIA-
TMBAIONIMI TI0 TIOATAsBIIEMY CHETY, HO JEBYILKA y3Hajla Obl YeJIOBeKa, HETEPIeINBO 0K IAloIIe-
rocs ee, U3 TeicsiuM. BeTep urpast nosamu JUIMHHOTO, CBETJIOrO IUIalla, KOTOPbI B IOTEMKaX MOYTH
CJIMBAJICS CO CHETOM, BCIIBIXMBAIOIIME B TYCKJIOM HOYHOM CBETE KaMEIIKH Ha 30JI0TOM BEHIIE JIMIIIb
TMOJITBEPIWIIA €€ JIOTaJIKYy.

- Jlepek? - yOMBIEHHO POU3HECA OHA, OCTOPOXKHO NMPHOTKPBIBAasA OKHO. - UTO ThI TYT jena-
D111:9

- [Ippimasseiii To6aMH ObICTpee TeOst MyAPUTCs, - OCTOPOXKHO OTO3BaJICs cHU3Y [lepek u YHa
pacxoxoTaachk, ycblaB napoisb. - Jla tuie Tol, Tuine! Beex nepedynuis!

Jlepek, mMbirasi HocoMm, 310KO NepesiepHyJ Iuleyamu, onpaiiss Ha HUX Iutail. Ha ero cser-
JIbIX 3aMILEBBIX MepyaTKax OJIECHYJIM KOPOJIEBCKHUE KOPOHBI, BHILUIMTHIE 30JI0TBIMU HUTKAMHU, 30J10ThIE
BOJIOCHI PACCHINAJIMCH 10 MEXOBOMY IIECLIOBOMY BOPOTY, M YHE MOLyMaJloCh, YTO celvac, B IyHHOM
HEBEPHOM cBeTe, [lepek oueHb KpacuB, COBCEM Kak yX 3MMHEro jieca. YHa HEBOJIBHO YJIBIOHYJIAC,
OLIYTUB B CBOEM Cep/lLIe TEeIJI0e YyBCTBO K CTAPOMY JPYry, KOTOPOro XOPOIIO 3HaJIa A0 TOro, Kak OH
HaJes BeHell puHIa. [laxe korga oHa ymasia, YTO HEHaBUIUT €ro, BCe PaBHO €ro KpacoTa 3acTaB-
Jsi1a ee 3a0bIBaTh BCE U JIIOOOBATHCS UM.

Ceituac ke, KOoraa K TOHKMM 4epTaM M KpacHBBIM OJekJaM J00aBUJIOCh €le U BHYTpEHHee
NIPEBOCXO/CTBO, YBEPEHHOCTH B cede, [lepek cras mpocTo ONrcTaTh Kak camast sipkasi 3Be3/ia Ha HeOo-
CBO[IE.

- 3aueM TbI pazOyausI MeHs?

- Heno ectsb! - TanHcTBeHHO OoTBeTHI Jlepek. - Crycruibcsa? TospKko oneBaics MoTerviee... 1
nonpaktiuuHee. JKenatesbHO 060UTHCH O3 000K, KPENKMMHU XOPOIIUMY ITaHaMU 1 OoTHKamu. Y
Kouepry He 3a0y/ib - NOHMMAEIllb O YeM 17 - ero r1a3a MHOrO3HauMTeIbHO OJIECHYIM B TEMHOTE, YHa
paccMoTpera, Kak OH OTBOPauMBAET MEXOBOUM BOPOT CBOEH 3MMHEM TEIIoi KypTKH, IeMOHCTPUPYS
KPOXOTHYIO 30JI0TYI0 BEIIMILY, IPUKOJIOTYIO K CBETJION Cepoil TKaHU B CAMOM HE3aMETHOM MeCTe.

- Xopoto, cefiuac! - menHysna YHa 1 MOCHeIIHO 3aKpblla OKHO.

HarsaruBas mepcrsiHble 4yJKd, OHA YyTh MOMOPILIMJIACH, MOHMMAs, 4TO APreHty Bpsl JH
MIOHPaBSATCA ee HOuHble poryJku ¢ JlepekoM. Kak Hu BepTH, a ApreHT ee K JlepeKy peBHYeT; 1axe
HECMOTpsI Ha TO, YTO Bce OBUIO IaBHO, M YHA HE BHENA CBOETO AAaBHErO Apyra yxke rnapy JieT; Jaxe
He CMOTPs Ha TO, 4TO IpU BeTpeye [epek He Mo3BoJIsl cebe HU CII0OBOM, HU B3[JISIOM HAMEKHYTh Ha
TO, YTO KOIJa-TO Y HUX C YHOH ObLJIM OTHOILIEHUs1, PEBHOCTb BCE PABHO MPOCKA/Ib3bIBAJIA BO B3IJIsIE
Marucrpa.
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Jlepek ObLT ee MmepBoOM, caMol MEepBOU JIIOOOBBIO, HAMBHOM M JETCKOM. [lake HeHacTosIIeH,
MHUMOJIETHOH, YBJICYEHUEM, HO... TIEPBBIM. APreHT 3Haj, YTO TAaKHe YyBCTBA XPAHSTCS B Ceplax
JOJTO, €CIIM He BCIO KU3Hb, U BOCIIOMUHAHUS MepeOUpaoTcsl ¢ II0OOBBIO M HEXHOCTHIO. [Tormsiab-
Basi Ha MOJIOZIOTO MPUHIIA, MATUCTP HE MOT HE OTMETHUTh €r0 KPACOThI M BHYTPEHHETO OIaropocTBa,
KOTOpOE MPHBJIEKAJIO K HEMY TOKJIOHHHUIL Aaxe OoJbliie OecTsIeld BHEITHOCTH.

«Ho ceiiuac, - nymasia YHa, ycriokanBasi CBOI0 COBECTb, - coBceM jApyroe jeno! Tlonoxenue
oTyasiHHOe. [leMbeHy, 1a U BCeMy KOpPOJIEBCTBY, YTPOXAET OMAaCHOCTh, @ MOSI TiepBasi 00sS3aHHOCTb -
cyxuth Asnomy Kopomo. HasepHsika [lepek oOpatuics KO MHe 32 IMOMOIIBIO, a He MPOCTO TO3BaT
MeHsI IIPOTYJISATHCS TOJ1 JIyHOM, U 1 HE MOTY OTKa3aTb... IPUHILY».

K mpici 0 ToM, uTto [Jlepek okazaics mpuHIIEM, YHa He MpHBHIKJIA 10 cux rnop. OH U cam
KaK-TO TAaKTUYHO U JIOBKO M30eraj roBOpUTh 00 3TOM M, HECMOTPsI Ha TO, YTO TOJIOBY €r0 YKpariam
BEHell, BCer/a CTapajics ObITh B TEHHU, XOTSI MY, C €r0-TO KpacOTOM U CTaThio, 3TO OBUIO JeJIaTh OX KaK
HerpocTo. [1o mpaBy OH Jo/KeH ObLT 3aHSITh KOPOJIEBCKHI TPOH, HO Jlepek HaCTOJIBKO He XOTeJT 3TOro,
YTO C YAOBOJBCTBHEM yeXas Obl Ipoub, 0OpaTtHO Ha hepmy Drerdepos, ecau 6 mor. Ho [lemMbeH He
pasperI eMy TOro C/IeNiaTh.

- Tbl MHE HyXeH, - 0e3 OOUHSIKOB 3asBUJI OH, IVIS/Isl CBETJIBIMU [JIa3aMH B JIUIIO JBOIOPOIHOTO
Opara. - Kak coBeTumk, Kak Opar, Kak apyr. Tbl Hy’KeH MHe.

N Jlepek, HaBepHOE, caMblid TAKTUYHBIA U JUCHUIUIMHUPOBAHHBIN YEJIOBEK BO BCEM MUPE,
octajcs. BripodyeM, 4To CKpbIBaTh - OH M caM MpUBS3ICS K [leMbeHy; HEyTOMOHHOCTh, 030PCTBO U
Aep3KUi HpaB MpUBJIEKAIU K MoogoMy Asiomy Koposmio, 11 6pathst moauiii Kak Hemb3s jtyyie. [a
Y CBETHI - JOOpbIEe COBETHI BILyMYMBOTO, cephe3HOro [lepeka leMbeH MpuHUMa ¢ OONBIION OXOTOM.

...YHa HaTsiHy/1a OPUIKH, COPOUKY M KHUJIETKY, 3aCTETHYJ/IA HA BCE IYTOBUIIBI KYPTKY VISl BEp-
XOBOU €371pl, MOJIaraloIieiics 1o perjaMeHTy KakJJ0MY CTYICHTY aKaJIeMHUH, HaJiesla KpernKue OOTHHKU
U e ooMoTasna mapgom, crpaBeIMBO HoJiarasi, YTo Ha yJIUIe XOTh U TEIUIO, HO BCE JKe 3UMA.
A 3HauWT, TEeTuIble Bely He rnoMemnialoT. CBOM OrHEHHbIE BOJIOCHI OHA HACKOPO yOpasia B ABa TYTHX
y371a, 4YT00 He MEeIIAIMCh, HA TUICYN HAKUHYJIa KOPOTKUH - KaK Y MaJIeHbKOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO Maxa, -
TETUIBIN I11a1. 30JI0TYI0 KOYepry, Maru4ecKuii KOpoJjeBCKHiA oOeper, OHa MPUKOJIoNa TaK ke, Kak U
Jlepek - 1oy BOPOTHUK, YTOOBI He Opocasiach B TJia3a.

OcraButh Aprenrty 3anmcky? Her? HaBepHoe, cromno Obl; YHa 3ayMYMBO CKJIOHWJIACh HaJl
CTOJIOM APreHTa, B3sila B pyKH €ro repo 1 MpoBeJa Jag0HbI0 10 YucToMy JucTy Oymaru. OObsICHUTD
Bce? CkazaTb, 4TO ee MO3BajM, U He aObl KTO - puHI! M BoBce He 1 Mpa3gHoro ryasHus... Ho
BpPEMEHU Ha 3TO COBCeM He ObUIO - Jlepek Mo OKHOM CHOBA 3a0€CIOKOUJICS, CBUCTHYJI, M YHA He
CTaJsla HUYero nucarh.

C ApreHTOM, KOTOPBI MOT BEPHYTbCSI B JIIOOOH MOMEHT, CTAIKMBATBCS TOXKE HE XOTEJIOCh.
Morin HayaThCsl Paccripochl, JEBYIIKA KUBO MPEACTaBIIa ce0e HEeyIOBOJIBCTBHE, KOTOPOE Herpe-
MEHHO BBIIUIIETCS HA JIUIE MAarucTpa, KOrAa OH YCIIBIIIUT UMsI BBI3BABIIIEr0 YHY B TaKOH MO3IHUIM
yac. A MoToMy YHa pelvia CITyCTUThCS BHU3 MO-OaHAUTCKU, 10 BEPEBOYHON JIECTHUIIE, KOTOpast
ObLTa yIAYHO CIpsITaHa 32 OOJBIIION KaJJKOW, B KOTOPOH pOCIIO HEOOJBIIIOE SK30THYECKOE JIEPEeBIIE.

C nocneHUX CTyNeHeK YyTh MOKAUYMBAIOIIECHCS JIECTHULB YHA HEYKJIIOXKE CIIPBITHYJIA B CHET,
elBa He TIOCKOJIb3HYBIIHUCh, U Jlepek MoaxXBaTuiI ee, He JaB YIacTh M 3aIyTaThCsl B openHuke. Ha
MUT OH TMPHKaJl JEBYIIKY K ce0e, KPErKO-KPEIrKO CTUCHYII, YKPBIB €€ MOJI0i CBOETO CBETJIONO CEPOro
TUIaIa, OMyIIEHHOTO TeCIiaMy, OT Pa3bITPaBIIErocsi K HOYM BETPa, U el MoKa3aloch, YTO OH CKJIO-
HWICS HaJl Hel0 YyTh HIKE, 4YeM TOro TpedoBasia cutyarms. PactepsBimasics YHa, miss B roayobie
MpeKpacHbIe I71a3a MPHHIIA, OIIyTHIIA Ha CBOEH ITIEKe ero TerIoe AbIXaHKe, ero CBETIIbIe JIOKOHBI KOC-
HYJIUCh e JIUIIa, HO JlepeK TOTJac OTCTPAHUIICS COXPaHsIsl COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOWHOE BBIpaXXKEHUE Ha
cBoeM Jintie. Teneppb ero pyku noaaepkuBajid JeBYIIKY O4eHb aKKYPATHO M IIOYTUTEIIHO, HO COBCEM
OeccTpacTHO, U YHa mepeBesna ayX, YCroKanBast ceOsl - MOKa3aoch... BCETO JIMIIb MOKa3aI0Ch, YTO
MIPUHII BOCTIONIb30BAJICS CUTYallMel U XOTell ee TMolesIoBarh. BeposiTHO, 3Toro xotenock Obl ei? OT
9TOW KPaMOJIBHOW MBICJIM YHA CTHIJJTMBO BCIBIXHYJIA, 2 TOTOM OCThUIA, TOHUMAsI, UTO 3TO €€ MaJIeHb-
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KO€ JKeJIaHME - BCEro JIMIIb OTPak€HUE €€ TOCKM IO MPEeXHUM BpeMeHaM M 1o npexHeMy [epeky,
KOTOPOTO OHA CYMTAJIa CBOMM CaMbIM HAJ€KHbIM U BEPHBIM JIPYTOM....

- Yro ThI 3amymai? - Cipocuiia YHa MOCHelIHO, YTOObl KaK-TO CKPBITh CBOE CMYIIIEHHE, Ofep-
r'UBasi ONEKAIY.

- He s1, - mapupoBan [lepek, Isas Ha Hee CIIOKOWHO M TPSIMO, CIIOBHO HE OBUIO TOJIBKO YTO
JBYCMBICJIEHHOW Y HEJIOBKOW CUTYAllWH, - a MBbI.

OH KMBHYJ B CTOPOHY OpEIITHHUKA, CITyTAHHBIM KPYKE€BOM YEPHEIOIINM Ha OeJIoM CHery, U YHa,
0OEpHYBIINCH, YBU/IENA 32 €r0 XAaOTHYHOH BSI3bIO €Ille OJFH CBEPKAIOIIHIA BEHEI.

- lembeH ToXxe TYT?!

- Kak B crapple noOpble BpemeHa, - mpousHec Jlepek, yapi0asch OCTOPOKHO, KPACIIKOM TYO0.
B ero romy0Obix 1a3ax Ha MUT OTPa3UJIach Takasl pajlocTb, OYATO OH Y3HaJ CEKpPeT, Kak MOBEPHYTh
BpeMs BCIATh, U YHA CHOBA MOEKWJIACh OT TOCKH, KOCHYBILIEICS ee cepaia.

- A Aprenr rjae? - yIMBWIACh OHA, IJIsisl, Kak JleMbeH ImaraeT 1o y3koul TPONUHKE, Bels 3a
co0oii Jiotaiel AJisl Bcell Tpoulisl. - PazBe o He ¢ To60i?! OH ke Ho/mKeH ObUT OXpaHATh TBOU COH!

- [Nomen o6XoouTh akageMuIo, - 0To3BajICs HerpoMko [lembeH. - Ckazai, 4To J0KeH yoe-
JOWUTBCS, YTO HET HU €MHOrO IIMuoHa. [leno, kaxercs, cepbe3Hoe; APreHT - BEJIMKUI YeJIOBEK, OH
cpasy 3anojno3pui 0OMaH, ¥ CETOJHS BO CHE €ro OrnaceHus MoATBepauinck. KTo-to Bee 310 Bpems
BOJMJI MEHS 32 HOC, U OH MOA00pasIcs KO MHE OYeHb OJIM3KO, KOJIb CKOPO 3HAET TaK MHOTO...

s Yaer Koponb npuiBes MoCIymHyo THEAYIO JIOMAIKy, ¥ caM IMOMOT YHe B300paThcs B
ceJ10, NOJICTaBUB PyKy Mof ee Hory. CaM OH B3JIeTell B CE/JI0 B O/IMH MUT, U [lepek mocnenoBai ero
pUMepy.

- A Kyga Mbl coOpasich? - MOMHTEpEcOBaJIach YHA, B35IB B PYKU TOBOJIBSI.

- Ha bamnio, k Koposnesckum Yacam, - KpaTko OTBETWI [IeMbeH, CBEpKHYB I'PO3HO IJIa3aMH.
- Ham ObI moiiMaTh TOrO, KTO KpaieT BpeMsl M y3HaTh, YTO 32 HErO[sM HABOIAT HA MEHs 9TU CHBI,
U C Kako# Lienbio!

- He nyuiie mm Aprenra nornpocuts Boicaeautsb [loxuturens Bpemennu? - ocTOpo:xHO OMHTE-
pecoBajiach YHa, HO JleMbeH ynpsiMO TPSIXHYJ FOJIOBOM.

- ApreHT NpoTuB, - KOPOTKO MOSICHWI OH. - EMy Bcloly Mepelarcs 3aroBopbl U IIIUOHBI, a
JIOBJISI BOpA TIOYEMY-TO KakeTcsl OueHb OnacHbIM jiesioM! Tem GoJiee, UToO CHIIbHEHIIE KOPOJIEBCKHUE
Maru MbpITAINCH €ro MOUMAaTh, W...

-..u1?

- ...M1 HUYero, - JleMbeH HaXMypuJ1 OpOBH, TyOBI €r0 YIPSIMO CXKAJHCh. - Bpems ObUIO YKpaJieHo,
HO BOp ocTasics HeBuauM. OiHaKo, 3TO rpodieMy s perry. Ooemao !

OH npuIINopuJI CBOETO KOHS 1 TIEPBBIM BbIEXAJI Ha JIPOT'y, BEAYILYIO U3 Ca/la 3a IIPE/Eebl aka-
nemu, a [lepek u YHa nocnegoBajiv 3a HUM.

keksk

Bamns, Ha kotopoll pacnionaranick Koposnesckue Yachl, Oblla OTpOMHOM, CTapoOid U TUXOM.
XpaHutenb OAIIHU, a IO COBMECTUTENLCTBY M TJIABHBIN YaCOBIIMK, MaJIEHbKUI CMOPILICHHBIN CTa-
PUYOK C IETCKUMM YIUBJICHHBIMH I71a3aMH, HAOMIOJAIONINIA 32 MEXaHU3MOM 4YacoB, pa30yKeHHBIH
nocpeau Houu camum Koposiem, nocneniHo HaTaruBaj MTaHbl, JUKO O3UPAsICh.

- Yacel? - GopMOTaJl OH, KOe-KaK 3alpasJisisi MOJIbI AJTMHHON HOYHOW pyOAaIlKy B IITAHBI M KaK
TOTAJIO 3aCTETUBAas Ha KyLeH KWIETKE MyroBULBL. - A 410 ¢ HUMHU? OHU B OTVIMYHOM COCTOSIHUM,
KJISTHYCb !

- Bor 1 nocmotpum, - otBeTr1 [leMbeH, TeprenuBo 10KUIASACh, TOKA XPaHUTENb OTHILIET O[T
KpOBAaThIO CTOITAHHBIE CTapble TY(IM U 3aXkKeT CBOM (poHapuK. - Mnem, mocMorpum?

JlectHuiia, Beqyas HaBepX, K YaCOBOMY MEXaHU3MY, ObUla CKPHITy4ei, C TPOTEPTHIMA MHO-
’KECTBOM HOT CTYIEHSIMU, HO YUCTOM - XpaHUTEJIb THIATENIBHO cIeAui 3a 3TuM. He Tak MHOro uesno-
BEK IOCeIasio OaIHIO exXeHEBHO, HO OHA BCE PaBHO ObUIa YOpaHa Tak YMCTO, CIIOBHO KasK/bIA MUT
MOT 3asIBUTHCSI BAXKHBIN TOCTh - TAKOH, Haripumep, kak Koposnb. CTyneHu ee JeCTHUIIB ObLTA YHCTO
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BBIMETEHBI, KUPITUYHBIN ITOJT OTMBIT TaK, YTO HU IMECUMHKY HE 3aBaJISJIOCh B YIJIaX, a ayTUHA, KOTO-
PYIO MpUJIeKHBIE MAYKU B M300WIIMK Pa3BelIMBAIM BCIOIY, € TOJBKO MOIJIM, THIATEIbHO coOpaHa
MaJIEHbKON METEJIOUKOM.

W Teneps, maras Brepenu Koposist o crapbiM, kanoOHO TOCKPUTIBIBAIOIIMM CTYTIEHSIM, Xpa-
HUTEJb pa3ayBajics OT TOPAOCTH, MTOTOMY UTO €My He CTBHIJHO ObUIO TIOKA3aTh TUIO/BI CBOMX TPY/IOB.
Bce ObLJ10 akKypaTHO, YXOKEHHO M OTJIaKEHHO.

- 911 Yacsl, - ¢ rOpAOCTHI0 TOBOPUJI XPaHUTEb, TTOBBIILE IOJHUMAsI CBOH (POHAPUK, TAK , YTO
MATHO CBETA OT HEro0 METAJIOCh MO COBEPIIEHHO JIBICOM, OJIECTSIIEH MaKyIIIKe X paHUTeNs, OKPYKEH-
HOW OEJIOCHEKHBIMU PEICHPKUMU KYJIPSAMH, - camble TouHble Yackl B Mupe! VIX MeXaHU3M JpeBHUM,
HO OYeHb MTPOYHBIA U Ha/ieKHbI! V1 ecriit Obl HE BOPBL... €clii Obl He BOPBI, 9TH Yackl He OIIMOAIHChH
OBl e1rie ThICSYY JieT!

XpaHuTes b TOPECTHO B3/IbIXaJ, IEYAJISCh U MEPEKUBasi 3a CBOE AETHILE, 32 CBOE COKPOBUILIE
- Yacel, - u GarHs TUXOHBKO B3/IbIXaJIa BMECTE C HHIM.

JlectHuna KOHUMIACh, U Ha TMOCJIEIHEN, CaMOW BEpXHEH IUIONIA/IKe, XpaHUTEe b BCTa Tepe]]
ABEPSIMH, BEAYIIMMHU HETIOCPEACTBEHHO K CepAIly MEXaHM3Ma - K KPYTSIIMMCS 3y0uaThiM [IeCTepeH-
KaM, OTIIOJIMPOBAHHBIM BpeMeHeM JI0 OJiecka, ¢ 3a0aBHBIMUA KapTMHKAMU, BBITPABJIEHHBIMH Ha HX
SIPKMX MEIHBIX TUCKAX.

- Ilocroiite, - npousHec [leMbeH, 3aMETUB, YTO XPAHUTEIIb, IOAHIB (POHAPUK TMOBBIIIIE, OTHOM
PYKOH HEJIOBKO MepeOupaeT KJII0YH Ha OOJBIION CBSA3KE, 32 JyMUHMBO IIeBeIs rydamu. - He crout Bam
uaty tyaa. Jdaneie mbl camu. Braropapio Bac 3a Balily oMolip.

XpaHuTesb, YBEUEHHbII CBOMMU MOMCKaMHM, He cpa3y ycibliiai cioBa Kopons, a moromy ux
MIPUIIUIOCH TIOBTOPHTH BB, UTOOBI TOT, HAKOHEII, IIPEKPATUJI CBOM TIOUCKU U OCTABUJI KJTIOUH B
TIOKOE.

- Acp?! - mepecrnpocus XpaHUTeNb, IMsAAs Ha JleMbeHa yAUBIEHHBIMU YHCTBIMH IJIa3aMH. -
UYro?! A Kak ke Bbl MONAJeTe TyJa, € ...

OH ykazai Ha IBepb, 3aepTyio Ha 3aMOK, Ha 3aMOYHYIO CKBaXXHHY, OOBEJ ’KECTOM MaCCHBHYIO
JBEPb HA TIOYEPHEBIIIMX OT BPEMEH! OIPOMHBIX JBEPHBIX TETIISIX.

- He Gecniokoiitech, - MATKO cka3an JleMbeH, paccTeruBasi BOPOT KYpTKH U BBIHUMAs M3-3a
Ma3yXy YepHbBIM, 3aMbICIOBATO BBHITOUCHHBI KJIIOY HA JITMHHOMW IETOYKe. - $I OTKpOW 3Ty JABEpb.
Wnure; Bam ¢ HaMU HETb34.

YacoBUIMK-XpaHUTENb C HEJOBEPUEM MTOCMOTPEI Ha KJII0Y B pyKax monogoro Koposs; Ha ero
SI3BIKE BepTeJICs SI3BUTEIIbHBIN BOTIPOC, U, BEPOSITHO, HE OWH. MOXeT ObITh, XpaHUTEIb XOTEJI BhIpa-
3UTh CBOE COMHEHHE I10 TIOBO/LY KOPOJIEBCKOTO KJII0YA, Beb BBEpEHHAs! eMy OalHs ObljIa 0COOEH-
HOM, ¥ ee TIepBOM MOMABIIENCs] OTMBIYKOM He OTKpoelnb! Ho oH cMomyar, misias Ha JTyKaBylo YJIBIOKY
JlembeHa, 9yTh MOXaJ IUIeYaMU ¥ OTCTYIIWIJI B TEMHOTY.

- Kak ckaxere, Bare BenmuecTBo, - Tpor3HeC XpaHUTENThb, U TOJIOC €ro 3ByJasl YyTOUKYy OOU-
KEHHO. - 51 Oymy *KaaTh BaC BHU3Y.

W oH HecremHo Havall CIyCKaThCsl IO JIECTHUIIE, YHOCS ¢ COOOM CBET, IUienasi HoIMeTKaMH
CTapbIX PacTONTAHHBIX Ty(heb, 3eBasi, CTApYECKH OXasl W M0YeChiBasl CIIMHY.

Korga maru ero ctuxiim rae-to BHU3Y, YHa BBHITSHY/A JIAJOHb BIIEPE] M Ha ee TMajbliax pac-
1L[BEJI JIETIECTOK IJIAMEHU, OCBETUBILIMI JIECCTHUYHYIO IUIOHIAJKY KyAa sipye MaJeHbKOro (poHapuKa
CTapuKa-XpaHUTEJIsl.

- Hy, - mpousHec Jlepek, paccMarpuBasi KJIio4, KOTOPbIi JIeMbeH CHSI € 1IeH, - MOKET, 00bsIC-
HUIIb, YTO 9TO 3HAYUT?

- KoHeuHo, - ¢ rotoBHOCTBIO OTBeTHII [leMbeH. - EcT Beenseps, a 310 - Beekimou.

- O4yeHb cofiepkaTesIbHO, - TPOU3HECHA YHA. - A MOKHO SICHEE BBIPaKaThCs.

- Yacel KTO-TO MOCenIaeT, - Teprnenuso oteeTu lembeH. - U kpaseT Bpemsi.

- a 9to ThI roBopuIlb! - [lepek n3yMIIeHHO MoKavaJl ToJI0BOW M 3all0Kall sI3bIKOM, HO JlemMbeH
TiepeBesT Ha Hero CTPOTHiA B3MJISA, U TIPUHIT MPEKPATUIT AsICHAYATb.
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- Hatmm maru, u TexHomaru, - TepremBo MpoaosLkui JleMbeH, - ycTpauBaiu 3acaiy, U He OUH
pa3. Heckoibko,- JleMbeH mOMsUICS, pa3MbIIILIss, CTOUT JIM JEJTUThCSl TAKOW CEKPETHOUM MHpopma-
1IMel C APY3bsIMH, HO, HAKOHEIl, pettniics. - Eciii ObITh TOYHBIM, TO TISATH pa3. [1aTh pa3 oHM 0XOTH-
JIMCh Ha TOTO, KTO OOMaHbIBaeT Yackl M KpaJieT BpeMsl.

- [Tatp pa3! - Bock/IuKHyI1a, HopaxkeHHasi, YHa. JleMbeH KUBHYII.

- Nmenno. CHavana OHM JiyMasv, 4TO BOP MPOCTO HEBUAMM. Maru Bapuiu ocoOble CTeKJa,
YTOOBI PACCMOTPETH JII0OOT0, HO OAIIHs OCTaBajIach MYCTOM Mepe UX B30POM, Aaxe BOOPYKEHHBIM
CaMbIMU CHJTBHBIMU, CAMBIMU BOJIIIIEOHBIMU OYKaMU. MexaHu3M padoTasl OTIMYHO; HU OHOTO cO0s,
HU OJJHOTO JIMIITHETO 3BYKa - BCE OTIaXeHo. Hu MbUTMHKY, HY JMIHEH necuynHky. Hu maneimeit
MIPUYMHBI, TIO KOTOPO# Yachkl BAPYT MOTJIH Obl COUTHCS. A OHM cOMBasMCh. POBHO B IIAITH yTpa, Koraa
rOpOJ1 yKe MPOCHINAJICS, KOTAa MUHYTHAs CTPeJIKa roToBa ObliIa KOCHYThCsI IM(PbI IBEHAAIATH, Yachl
BAPYT YAMBJIEHHO KPSIKAJIU, KAIIUISLUTH, KaK )KUBBIE, U CTPEJIKa Na/1a/la Ha TSATh MHYT Ha3al. l HUKoro
psioM ¢ Helo He Obuto! Bop ocraBasicst HeBUAMM. 3HAUUT, [IEI0 TYT HE B HEBUAMMOCTHU. 3HAUUT, BOP
CIIpSITAJICS TIIyOXe, YeM MbI ITPEATIOaracM.

- 1 kak xe TBOM KJII0U TIOMOKET HaM €ro yBUIeTh? - MOMHTEpecoBaiach YHa, v JleMbeH MHO-
TO3HAYMTEIBHO TIOKAYaJl MaJIbLEM.

- I noromy u no3BaJi Bac, - OTBETUJI OH. - Ha Bcsikuii cityyaii... s1 He 3Halo, C YeM MHE NIPUAETCS
CTOJIKHYTBCSI, & TaliHy TaKOTO YPOBHSI MOKHO JOBEpPHThH JIMIIIb TEM, B KOM YBepeH. DTOT KJII0Y,- OH
ele pa3 MpoIeMOHCTPUPOBAN cBoe cokposuine Jlepeky U YHe, mogHecs ero OJ1M3Ko K MX JIMILaM,
CJIOBHO XOTeJI, YTOObI OHM 3AIIOMHMJIM KX IyI0 3aMbICJIOBATYIO 3aBUTYIIKY Ha €ro YepHOM, BHIKOBAH-
HOW MCKYCHBIM MacT€pOM I'OJIOBKE, - OTKPbIBAET HE MPOCTO ABepU. OH OTKPBIBAET JBEPHU... K CaMOM
cytu Bemen. M1 oOpaTHOro xoia Her.

- 910 KaK? - yauBWiIach YHa.

- IIpoiigs ceituac co MHOM 4epe3 MPOXOJl, OTKPBITBII 3TUM KJII0OUOM, Bbl HABCEI/1a OCTAHETECh
Bceeunsmumu, - orBetu [leMbeH. - Bu Oynete BUieTh To, 4ero He BUIAT qpyrue. Betep, Harpumep.
Mopos. loxe. Bee ayBcTBYI0T MOpPO3, HO HUKTO HE 3HAeT, KaKk OH BBITJISAAUT. BhI - Oynere.

- O, Kak 3TO UHTEepeCHO! - Mpou3Heca, MOTPsCeHHas!, YHA. - DTO Kak Moe 3epKasiblie!

- [ouTw, - cornacwicst JleMbeH, 4yTh KUBHYB ToJI0BOM. - TOMBKO TBOE 3€pKaJIblie MOXKET ellle
U TIpeJIcKa3bIBaTh, a Beekiou MoeT mpocTo OTKPHITH INIa3a Ha npoucxoasiee. Korga MHe ckazanu,
YTO BOpa NMOMMath He yAaeTcs, s cpasy 3aayMasics o ero npupope. boite Moxet, Bpemst camo yoeraer
ot Hac? I1o cBoeii Bone? U ero ctomsio 6bl yroBOpuTh He fenath 3toro? Hy, rotroBsr?

Jlepek u YHa kKuBHY/H, U JleMbeH aKKypaTHO BCTABUJI YEPHBIA KJIIOY B 3AMOYHYIO CKBaXHHY.
XpaHuTesb 3psl PE3PUTEIbHO MOPIIMI HOC - KOPOJEBCKUI KJIIOY MOJOLIEN K JBEpSM B YacOBOW
OalHe, 3aMOK OTIepCs C MIEPBBIM ke TIOBOPOTOM KJTIOYA, U ABEPb, UyTh CKPHUITHYB, OTBOPUJIACH.

skkook

...JT0 ObLIA camasi CTpaHHasi KOMHATa U3 BCeX, UTO CYIIECTBYIOT Ha cBeTe. YHa, [lepek, [leMbeH
- OHM IIPOCTO 3aMepJIv Ha MOPOre, U3yMJIEHHBIE, OCJIETVIEHHBIE U OLLEIOMJICHHBIE YBUICHHBIM.

YacoBoil mexaHuzm?!

Bynyap kpacuBoii nambl, MOAHULIBI? !

Ckunen?!

[Ipearpo3oBoii TPEBOXKHBIN CBET OOJBHO pe3aHyNl UX IJ1a3a, MPUBBIKIIME K MSATKOMY MOJY-
Mpaky. Bce BOKpyr ObLIO 32JTUTO UM, M BCE TIPEIMETHI - JasKe CaMble IIPOCThIE M 3HAKOMBIE, - Ka3aJIHCh
3JI0BEIMMHU U CTPAITHBIMHU, CJIOBHO KYCOUYKH y)KACHOTO, MyTaloero cHa. Yackl padoTaiy 1 37eCh; UX
MepHOE THKaHbe HATTOMMHAJIO HY/IHBIH CTYK KarieJib, 100X KaMeHb, OT HErO HAYMHAJIO JIOMUTD B
BUCKAaX U XOTEJIOCh 3aKaTh YIIH, YTOOBI 3TOT OTPABJICHHBIN 3BYK HE CIIMBAJICS C KPOBBIO M HE 3aCTaB-
JISUT cepatie OUTHCS Tak ke MEPTBO M CTPAIITHO.

I[To po30BBIM CTEHaM CTPaHHOU CyMAacCIe/IIIIel KOMHAThI, 0OOWUTHIM HEXKHBIM ITIeJIKOM B MEJICHb-
KHI 1IBETOYEK, KapaOKaIMCh BBEpPX UepHbIE TroJIble CTEOIN YMUPAIOIIETO TUTIONIA, TIOXOKEro Ha Ypo.-
JIMBBIE TITyOOKHME TPEIIUHBI, TPOpe3aBIlie KaMeHHYIO KJIaaKy. Ero JIMcTbst mecTpbiM MATKMM KOBPOM
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YCTUJIANIH TIOJI, JIeXKaIM Ha OelleHbKUX KOMOAAX C OOMYNUBIIMMCS JIAKOM, TIOJ] KOTOPBIM yTra JbIBaJICS
TJIEH, YePHOE CTapoe JIePeBO U IUieceHb. HepsAumMBeIMY MATHAMU KOPUYHEBBIC JICTbsI ObUTH TIPU-
KJIEEHBI K PO30BOMY IIIEJIKY, TPUCTAIIH K IIeCTePEHKaM 4acoB. Brloiiecst cTeO MbITaIuch CBA3aTh,
OCTQHOBHTH M caMH Yachl, BTUCKMBAsCh MEXK OCTPBIX 3yOIIOB, HAMAThIBasiCh HA OCH IIECTEPEHOK,
3a0MBast MEXaHU3M KPaCHBIMU U KOPUYHEBBIMH, yKe BRICOXIIUMHU JIUCThbsiMU. Ho Yackl 6Goponuck, He
CIaBaJIMCh, 6€3KaTOCTHO MepeMaIbIBasi IUTIONI B TPYXY, U HEPSIIUIUBbIE MYCOPHbIE YEITyHKH pasiie-
TaJIMCh MOBCIOY.

- HeynuButenbHO, uto Yack! cTanmu ommodaThest! - mpousHecaa YHa, paciIupeHHbIMH OT YIUB-
JIEHW S T71A3aMH IJI51/1s1 Ha pACcCTaBJICHHBIE MEX IIeCTEPHSIMU KPECIIMIIA M CTOJIMKY C YaIllKaMu, HAToJI-
HEHHBIMH HEIOTIMTHIM YaeM, 3aCTaBJIeHHbIC TapeJOYKaMU ¢ HAKYCAaHHBIMH M 3aCOXIIMMU IHPOK-
HBIMU. - DTO KTO K TaK MocTapacs?

Ho JlembeH uyTb KauHyJI TOJIOBOH - HET, HET, HE 3TO MPUYMHA! - ¥ KOMITaHWsI HECMEJIO TIPoIia
BIUTyOb KOMHATBI, CTapasiCh HUYEro He 3a1eTh U HEe TIOBPEIUTh.

Y orpomHoro, Kpyrioro, Kak nudeponar, mpocMOTPOBOrO OKHA, Y KOMOJIA C YCTAaHOBJICHHBIM
Ha HEM 3epKaJIoM CHJeJIa Ha HapsAHOM IMy(uKe, OOTSHYTOM POCKOIIHBIM OOPHAOBO-30JI0THIM rode-
JIEHOM, HeKast 0co0a - pbIkKasi, Kak jieca-OrHeBKa. M3 MoMyoTKPHITHIX SIIMYKOB TOPYAIM HEXUTPHIE
YKpAIIIeHUs - ITUYbU PA3HOIBETHBIE MEPhsi, CBUCAIN JJTMHHBIE HUTKH KEMUYKHBIX OyC, B KOTOPBIX
PACKOJIOBIIHECS Y MOTEPSIBIINECS KEMUYKMHBI ObLITH 3aMEHEHBl HEYMECTHO SIPKMMU KPACHBIMH SITO-
namu. M3-3a TUKaHbsi OTPOMHBIX YaCOB OHA HE YCJIBIIIAJIA TOJIOCOB BOLIEAIINX - 2 MOXKET, YCIIbIIIANA,
71 TOJIbKO e ObUTo Bce paBHO. OHa ObLIa CIIMIIKOM 3aHATa COOOM ¥ CBOMM XOPOIIEHBKUM JIMYUKOM,
KOTOpOE paccMaTpuBasia B OJIECTAIIIEM OBAILHOM 3epKalie.

Ee kunenHo-6eoe riatbe ObIJI0 BO3AYLIHBIM U MPEKPACHBIM, KaK IJIBIBYIIHE 10 HeOy oOnaka,
HO TOZIOJ TBIITHOM, KaK B3OWMTHIE CJMBKH, I00KM IOYEMY-TO MCIIAYKaH TPsI3blo U OOMNerUieH Npu-
CTaByYMMHM CYyXMMH KOJIIOYMMH pernbsiMU. BmecTo GpaciieToB, mpoKaibBask TOHKYIO, HEXXKHYIO TKAHb
BO3JIYIIHBIX OATHUCTOBBIX PYKABOB M OCTABJISisl B HUX HEPSILIMBBIE JIBIPBI, HA PyKax HEM3BECTHOM
OONTAIKCD TIJIETH YEPHOTO, 3aCOXINEro TEPHOBHHUKA, M TOYHO TAKOH kK€ TEPHOBHUK, CIIOBHO KOJIbE,
CITyCKaJICSI Ha T'PY/Ib CTPAHHOM JIEBUIIBI, IETUISS TUIAThe U TOPTS €ro.

Ha ronoBe ppikell 4apOBHUIIBI, YbM OTHEHHBIE KyAPU MO IIBETY MOIJIM CONEPHUYATH TOJBKO
C KpacHBIMHM JIMCThSIMU KJIEHA WJIM aJIbIMU - TUTIONIA, JIe)aJl BEHOK... ]a HEeT ke, kopoHa! Bugumo,
JIEBUIIA caMa CIIJIeNa e U3 MEeCTPbIX OCEHHUX KJIEHOBBIX JIUCTHEB, IPO3/IbEB CIEJION pSOHBI, TOpsIIei
OTHEM MEK ITy4YKaMH 3eJICHbIX COUHBIX JIMCTHEB, M YEPHBIX TOJIBIX BETOK, TOAHBIX JIMIIb HA TO, YTOOBI
M0 HUM CKaKaJI MaJICHbKUE TOJIOHBIE ITUYKH C KEJITBIMH I'PYIKAMH.

U Tak, 1 Tak BepTACh Mepen 3epKaioM, TMOMpPaBJIsisl TSHKENIBI BEHOK Ha roJIoBe, MPesIeCTHULA
TO 100aBJIsJIa B BEHOK IIBETHI MICCOXIIIErO YePTOIONOXa, TO BIUIETANIA B PhIKHE KYIPHU SIPKHE MEJIKUe
6eccmeptHrkH. KapMHHOBO-KpacHbIe TyObI OHA TO U €710 TOJIK paIlinBajia TOPHKOU ATOIKOU PSOWHBI,
U, OrJIsiieB ce0si B 3epKaJIo, OCTAaBAJIACh OUEHb JIOBOJIbHA YBUACHHBIM.

- l'ocnoxa OceHb, - HEMPUITHBIM, EJIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM TpoU3HeC [leMbeH, 3aJ0KUB PYKH 32
CIIMHY Y TOKAYMBAsICh Ha HOCKAaX, CIIOBHO CTPOTHMA YUMTENb, PACCMATPHUBAIOIINN HEPATUBOTO TPO-
Ka3HUKa-y4eHHKa. - Hajno ke, KTo, OKa3bpIBaeTcs, MPOKa3HUYAeT B MOEH cTonuie... Yem 00s3aHbI
BallleMy MPUCTAIILHOMY BHUMaHMIO? OYeHb pajipl, YTO Bl HAC TIOCETHIIN, HO MOSICHUTE MPUIHHY, 110
KOTOPOH Bbl HE XOTHTE MOKUATh HAIIE TOCTEITPUUMHOE TOCYIapCTBO?

Bome6nsbIit K104 peoOpasii v ero; Ka3anoch Obl, YTO HUYTO B €r0 BHEIIHOCTU HE U3MEHU-
JIOCh, YEPTHI JIMI[A OCTATUCH BCE TEMHU ke, HO HaJ| TOJIOBOM €ro, MoJbiXas JeTIeCTKAaMH TaHITYIOIIEro
TUIAMEHH, Teriepb ropesia KopoHa. Ee HeBO3MOXHO ObIJIO HU CHATh, HU cripsiTaTh. OHa MpocTo ObLIa,
OTpaxas CyIHOCTh JleMbeHa, 1 TUIall| Ha ero Tuievax, U3HYTPY MOAOUTHI MEXOM, CTPAHHO HAllOMHM-
HaJl CJIO)KEHHBIE 32 CIIMHOM aJIble KPbUIbsl, TIOKPHIThIE KPACUBOW IJIOTHOW YEUTyeu.

OT 3ByKa €ro royioca, C HECKpbIBaeMo eXu1en rnpousHeciiero ee uMs, OceHb BCKpUKHYJIA U
o0epHyJ1ach, €JjBa He YPOHUB CBOE 3€PKaJIo.
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- ThL... BUOMILL MeHA?! - U3YMJIEHHO IIPOM3HECIA OHA, paccMaTpuBas JlembeHa Tak, CJIOBHO 3a
OECKOHEUHYIO uepely CBOMX POKACHHIA OHA HE BUJIENA HUYETO yIUBUTEIIbHEE.

JleMbeH 4yTb CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY C IBUIAIOIEN HA €ro YEPHBIX BOJIOCAX KOPOHOM.

- Tak ¥ ThI BUIUIIIL MEHSI, - OTBETHJI OH, IIyps CEephIe I71a3a.

o anbv myxsieiM rybam OceHu CKONb3HYJIA HeMPUSITHAS, KOJIKask ¥ TIOUTH Oe3yMHasi yibIOKa,
ee TeMHbIe, KaK OKTSIOPbCKUI JIMBEHb, 71432 BCIIBIXHYJIU SIPKUM, TTIOYTH (DAHATHYHBIM OTHEM.

- K10 %e moxet He yBuieTh Koposis [IpakoHOB! - OUYTH Mporiesia OHa CJIaJIKUM, Kak OCIeHUMA
Me[l, TOJIOCOM, TTOJAHUMASICh CO CBOETO YA0OHOTO cuieHHs. - OH Tak XOpOIIl, TaK KPAaCUB U MOJION, TaK
rpo3eH U Tak ymeH! U y Hero Takasi oT4asiHHasi, Takasi oracHasi CBUTA!

OceHb rpOMKO pacxoxoTajlach, U3J€BasICh, U [IeMbeH UyTh IOKPACHE OT 3J10CTH, Ha ILIEKaX ero
3aurpajy KeJIBaKu, HO OH CAEPXKAJICs, CMOIYaJl, He MTPOM3HEC OOMIHBIX U OPaHHBIX CJIOB.

- Her, npaBna, - nponosmkaia OceHb, HUKEM He ocTaHaBMBaeMast. OHa HECTEITHO MOIHSIIACh,
OTKMHYJIa JJIMHHBIA 1UIE( M TaHLYIOLENW MMOXOJKOW HarpaBwiach K 3amepiuemy [lembeny. - Tol
ouyeHb yMeH, Moyionoi Kopons. Hamo *ke... Bce 3T yoeneHHble ceTuHaMU Maru, BCe 9TH T'PO3HbIC
CTpa’k¥, BIVISABIBAIOIIMECS B IyCTOTY B HAJEKAE Pa3IALEeTh HEApPYra - BCE OHU TyMasd, 4ToO 3JI0
TBOPUTH MOKET TOJIbKO Y€JIOBEK M3 TUIOTH M KPOBH, M HUKTO U3 HUX, YMY/IPEHHBIX OIBITOM, JIa)Ke He
MOIyMaJl O TOM, YTO BalllUM OOIIMM BParoM MOXET ObITh KTO-TO H3... BeUHBIX.

Ato cnoBo OceHb BbIIOXHY/NA JleMbeHy MpsIMO Ha yxo, mpuxkaBumch kK Koposo, nonoxus
rOJIOBY €MY Ha IIJIEYO, U CBOIO PYKY - eMy Ha cepAte. OHa NpuiibHyJIa K HEMY, KaK IPUHUKAET ILTIOIL
K KUPIUYHON KJIaJKe CTeH, 0OBMJIA €ro IIel0 pyKaMH, TaK OMAacHO, TaK XaJHO, CIOBHO XOTeJla ova-
pOBaTh €ro CBOEH CTPAHHOU, YMUPAIOIIEW KPacOTOW, pPaCTBOPUTh €ro CO3HaHMe, 3aryisbiBasi B €ro
CBETJIBbIE [Ia3a CBOMMM, TEMHBIMU U JOKIJIMBBIMH, 3aBOPOKUTD IIENOTOM MAJAIOIIMX Kaneb U yiy-
IIUTh B CBOMX OOBATHSX.

W oH mouty moajascs Ha ee CTpaHHbIE Yapsl, eciu O He YHa. Ee sipkoe miiamst BCIBIXHYIIO
Ha JIQJIOHU Y JIEBYLIKH, OHA BBICOKO MOJIHSJIA €70, 3aMaXUBAasICh Ha MPWIBHYBIIYIO K OLIETICHEBIIEMY
Hembeny OceHb, UTa OTIPSIHYJIA OT MOJIOAOTO KOPOJISl C LIMIIEHUEM JUKOM Pa3bsSPEHHOW KOILKH,
otOexasa Mpoyvb, BOJIOYA O IIYyPIIAIINM JIMCThSIM JJTUHHBIN MCTIAYKAHHBIN IUIEH.

- Oroiimu-ka mpodb, cymMaciiemas, - poreauia cKkBo3b 3yObl YHa. - Takux KPUBJISK MbI
BUJIEJIU NIPEAOCTATOYHO!

keksk

Besymuas OceHpb niepeBesia cBou B3I HA YHY. [To Bcemy ObUIO TIOHATHO, YTO OHA He OOUTCS
JI0Yb OTHEHHOTO Mara, HO BCe JKe C HEOXOTOM pazkalia PyKH, BHITYCKasl M3 CBOMX OOBSATUI MOJIOIOTO
Koposs, 4yTh ciblliHO ocMenBasich M OTcTynast oT JleMbeHa.

- Joub oraenHoro mara! - 3agymunBo npotsHysia OceHb, Jenas BUl, 4TO PUIIOMUHAET YTO-
TO. - §] MOMHI0, KaK ymMep TBOM OTell. 3eMJIsl Ha ero MOTHIe OblIa TaK TsKeaa U MOKpPa OT JOXKASL...

- Kakas e Tbl cBOJIOUB! - BBIKpUKHYJIA IPOCTHO YHa, U Jlepek efiBa ycIieln yaepkarb ee, nHaue
OHa HaKMHYJAach Obl ¢ Kynakamu Ha OceHb. - TeGe uTo, Tak HPaBUTCSA MYUUTh Jofae? !

- KoneuHo, HpaBHTCSl, - BKPAJYMBBIM T'OJIOCOM, TIOJTHBIM YAOBJIETBOPEHUSI ¥ 37I00HOM PaoCTH,
otBetria Ocenb. - KoHeuHo, iuts moe! A Kak 3T0 MOXET MHE He HpaBUThCs? ! Beb oceHb - 3T0 mopa
yYMHUpaHUs, KOrJa paJocTb TaCHET U yBsAaeT. TIIeH, pa3ioKeHUe... 3anax MpeJibiX JIMCThEB, BOJa U
BOJIA, JIBIONIAsICS CO CKOPOHBIX HeOec, YepHble M KOPHYHEBbIE KPACKH... ThI CIIBIIIUIIb, KaK IJ1a4eT
Betep? OH JMIIWICS BCEX CBOMX JPYy3€H - JIUCThEB, - U TENEPb HE C KEM IIENTaThCsl M0 HOYaM B
KpoHax... [ITunpl yaerenu; Boga craja TeMHa U MEpTBA...

- Tol cymacmienmas! - SpoCTHO BHIKPUKHYNIA YHA, CTapasich BRIBEPHYTHCS U3 KPEITKO yIIepKH-
BalOIIMX ee pyk [epeka.

OceHb JuIIb PABHOAYIIIHO MOXkaJIa IJI€YaMHU.

- W 3a aTiM THI Bee 3TO 3aresia? - HACMENLIMBO MoJall roioc JleMbeH, HapouHO Jenast BUL,
YTO HE 3aMeuaeT sIpoCcTH YHHI U apasHsiiei ee Oceru. - YToObl BEUHO 1TApUTH?

Ocenb nepeBesia Ha HeroO MPE3PUTENIbHBIN B3I U (DHIPKHYJIA, TIPE3PUTETHHO U TPyOoO.
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- [oxaunyii, - mpor3HecIa OHa HACMEIIIIVBO, - 5 ITOCTISIINIIA, Ha3BaB TeOs yMHBIM. Thl TAKOH ke
IJTyTIbIH, KaK U BCE, MUJIBI MAJIbYMK, - COBEPILIEHHO HEYBAXKUTEILHO CJIaIeHbKUM IOJIOCKOM IIporiea
OHA UTHOPUPYsI KOPOJIEBCKYIO KOPOoHY leMbeHa. - UToObI BCero JIniib yBUAETh BEUHBIX, TH HCTIONb-
30BaJI 3aMPeTHYI0 Marvio. A 4toObl BeuHble MOIJIM PUKOCHYTHCSI K MUPY JKUBBIX, YTOOBI YTO-TO
W3MEHUTH B XOJI€ YEIOBEUECKUX KU3HEW - TAKOW Maruu He CyIIeCTBYeT, HeT!

JleMbeH uyTb YJIBIOHYJICS; €r0 CBETJIbIC IJIa3a YyTh COILYPHJIHCh.

- Tak ecTb KTO-TO, - IPOU3HEC OH, - KOMY ThI IIPUCITYKUBACIIb ?

OH HapOYHO TMPOM3HEC 3TO CJIOBO KaK MOXHO MpeHeOpekuTeNbHee, BKIIAbIBasi B HETO BCIO
CBOIO KOPOJIEBCKYIO Ope3rMBOCTb, 1 OCEHb BCIIBIXHY/IA YAXOTOYHBIM SIPKUM PYMSTHIIEM.

- MbI 3akm0unin JOroBop! - BBIKPUKHYJIA OHA PE3KO. - YKPAcTb BPEMSI OHA MOXKET, HO 3TOr0
Mauio! YUToObI €10 OCTaHOBHTH, 51 JOJDKHA TooeanTh Koposs 3umsl! f HyxHa eid, sl He TPUCITyKUBaIo!

- HyxHa eii, - HacMenuinBO npoTsHy:1 JJeMbeH, mocmenBasich. OceHb 3710 TOMHYJa 60COM HOX-
KOM, XOJIO/THAsl BOAA U3 HETITyOOKOM XOJIOTHOM JTyXKH pa3yieTenach KarisaMu.

- Beauxas Ilycmoma, - npouieniia OceHb BHICOKOMEPHO, - MOIJIa BHIOPATh B COIO3HUKHU KOTO
yronHo. Morua B3ste camoro Koposist 3umsi...

- Ho oH oTkazajics, - Beceso otBeTu1 JleMbeH, 01eCTsi 030pHbIMU IJ1a3aMU; TIsIs Ha ero 00BO-
POXUTENBHYIO YIBIOKY, YHa BAPYT MoHsiIa, uTo Koponb Teneps cam apazHut OceHb, HAPOYHO UTpast
Ha YyBCTBUTEJILHBIX CTPYHaX ee QyIIM, a OHa - He 0c000 YMHasl, CKOpee Jake MeJJICHHO COOOpakKa-
I0lasi TYTOAYMKA, - OUY€Hb JIETKO MOJJIAETCSl Ha €0 HEXUTPYIO YIOBKY. - [IoaToMy OHa ero u Besena
youTb. OTOMCTHTB.

- Morna no3Batb BecHy, - ockanuBiuck, 3710 npowmunena Ocenb, U JleMbeH Npe3puTesIbHO
MIOMOPIIUJICS.

- UroObl Moy, HABEYHO 3aCTPSIBILIME B BECHE, BIIOOJISIMCH U OKUIANIM dyra’?

- Jlero! - BbikpukHysa OceHb, HO [leMbeH OTBEPI U 3Ty BO3MOKHOCTb, UyTh KAUHYB I'OJIOBOM.

- HexHbli1 3HO; TEHUCTBIN MOJJIEHB; 3BE3/10Ma 1 HO HOYaM Ha/Jl 3arafiloyHo MIEeJIECTSIIUMU KPO-
HaMU JiepeBbeB. PacckazaHHbIe CKa3KH MO CEHBIO HOUHBIX ca/10B. Crietonye siOoKH U BEYHOE 300U -
nue... Her, Ocenb. Thbl onHa yimepOHa u crpamHa. Benukoii [TycTote HyXHBI TBOM yMUpPaHKE U TIIEH,
YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTH JIOJICH CTPAIaTh.

- [a! - apoctHo BhIKpuKHYJIa OCeHb, APOCTHO CXKUMas Kyladuku. - [a, eil Hy’)kHa MOsi CMepTh!
Most uepHasi nevyasb, cepasi Tocka! Jlioau, 3T MajieHbKHe OyKaIlKy repest TMIoM BedHOCTH, HOKHBI
crpanars! Beuna ocenb; BeuHoe yHbiHME. COJHIIA HET; rosof 1 xoioa. U cmepts He npuxoaut. OHu
OyIyT cTpajaTh BEYHO!

- 3a 4TO *ke TaKoe CypoBO€ Haka3zaHue? - JeJJaHHO yauBwWICs [lembeH. - TosbKo TOT, KTO cam
MepesKIIT HEUTO MOJOOHOE, MOXKET XKeJIaTh TAKOTO 3714 JTIOSM.

- Ona nepexwuna, - TopkecTBys, orBeTwiia OceHb. - Jliogy Kaxaplid, 1Mo Karuie, Japuiv en
CTpallHYI0 BEYHOCTh, ¥ HUKTO He XoTel nomoyb! HukTo!

JleMbeH paBHOAYILIHO MOXKaJ IJI€YaMHU.

- Ho moau Tyt He mpuyeM, - oTBeTH1 OH. - Ee 3amep u nmousn BpeMeHeM cOOCTBEHHBIN OTell.

- A moau nipopaBanu emy cBoe Bpems! - 3510 munesna Ocenb. [71a3a ee cranm 3716IMU ¥ IOUTH
YEPHBIMU.

- 3HauuT, BOT KTO BBIpAaCTaeT M3 pedeHKa, - Mojaja roioc YHa, - U3 yMHUPAIOIIEH JIeBOYKH,
HAIMOCHHOW YYyXUM BpeMeHeM. BoT 3a cymiecTBo co3zman youTthiid ropem YacoBnmk - Benmkyio
[Mycroty. Tel Monozen, IembeH. 3acTaBui ee Bce BHIOONTATb.

OceHb IPOMKO pacxoxoTajlach, TaK, YTO 3aTPSICIMCH JIUCThS B €€ BEHKE.

- 3acraBmJI BHIOONTATh!? - MIPOM3HECTa OHA HACMEIITMBO, OTCMESIBIIUCH. - [la 51 cama paccka-
3aj1a Obl, ecyiv O BBl CIIPOCHITH !

- Bot Ttak 3ampocto? - HeBUHHO mpousHec lembeH. - Thl MHE BOT TaK 3ampoCTO BBUIOKMIIA O
ums Moero Bpara? U Bce Baiu ruiaHsl?
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- A 9TO THI MOXeIIIb cfieNaTh, Benukuid Kopons [IpakoHoB? - menHyna OceHb, CHOBa 0OEpHYB-
ek K [lembeny. - Yto. Tel. Moxerns. Crienath? BoIHb CBOY MeY, - ee TOHKHe, ane0acTpoBo-OeJbie
MIAJTBLIBI JIETJIM Ha €T0 JIa/I0Hb, IPUHYAUB €€ CKaThCsl BOKPYT PYKOSTH OpYkHsl. Pyka Kposisi oTsHya
Meu U3 HOXEH, U OH 3allieliecTes HeoOpo, Kak MoJiaraeTcsi MeTajuly TOBOPHUTH C HOXKHaMU. - [TpoH3u
MOIO Tpyab 31ech U ceituac! Y Tol yBuauiib, - OceHb 3acMestylach KOPOTKMM CMEUIKOM, HalpaBiisis
ocTprie Meva cede B cepiiie. - Thl YBUIUIIB, YTO HUYETO CAEIATh HE MOXKEIIIb.

Merasut B KOBApPHOM BBINa/Ie MPOIIIeN HACKBO3b, 1 OCceHb paccMesiach, ISl B CBETIIbIC 3JIble
rasza [lembeHa.

- 4 6eccmepTHa, MaJIBUMK MO, - IIEMHYJIA OHA, CKAaB MBIl HA €r0 Me4e U BHITATUBAS €ro
U3 CBOETO Terna. - Thl He MOXelllb YOUTh MEHsI.

- Ho Ilycrora, - 3amerun [epek, Momvanuii 10 cux nop, - He ogHa u3 Beunsix. TakoBoil ee
CHIeJIaJN JIIOAW. 3HAYHUT, U CIIOCO0 yOUTh ee CyITIeCTBYeT.

OceHb ¢ KPUKOM KHHY/IAch Ha Jlepeka, mpoTAruBasi K HeMy CBOU PYKH C JKYTKO CKPIOUEHHBIMU
NaJblaMH, HO OH YBEPHYJICS, OTCTYIIJI, OPEe3IIMBO 3aMaxHYJICsl B CBOM CBETIBIN ILIalll, U Oe3yMHast
rpssHas OceHb He KOCHYJIaCh €ro.

- Tri! - BU3Kana oHa, TPACSCH OT 37I00BI, CKMMast OECCUIIBHO KYJIAUuKH. - 3UMHHUU yOITIOIOK !

- 51 3aKOHHOPOXAEHHBIN, - XOJIOAHO MpepBai ee BU3r Jlepek, Ope3rIMBO OMOPIIUBIIIHCH.

VHa paccMesiiach 37IbIM CMEXOM, IJIsIs, KaK 3aTpaBlieHHO o3upaeTcss OceHb Ha JMIa OKpyxka-
IOIIMX €€ BparoB.

- Y MeHs Toke ecThb crioco0 BHIKYPHUTH TeOsI OTCIO/IA, - TPOM3HeCIa OHa HeIoOpo, pazkurasi Ha
JIaJIOHU JIeTIeCTOK TuiaMeHH. OceHb 3aTpsCcaach OT 3710061, TS/ Ha TUISAIIYIANA Ha JIAIOHHU AEBYIIKH
3eJIeHbIH JIenecToK. - CMOTpH, Kak ObICTPO CTHPAIOTCS] BOCIIOMUHAHUS O Tebe!

3eneHoe 1ams, Becesio Tpella, NepeKHYIOCh Ha MEPTBBIH TUTIONI, Ha OOIYIUICHHYIO MeOelb,
MOXPaJIo BMUT PO30BbIe 000M, 1 OAIllHsI BMUT CTajla TAKOU, KAKOU el U T0JIaraaoch ObITh - IyCTOHN U
yrictoid. OceHb UCIMYCTHIIa TOPECTHBIN BOILb, TSI, KaK TOPAT €€ JIMCThSI U CTOJIUK C HeJJOeCHHBIM
MUPOXKHBIM. BOCBIMI HOramMu CKakasa OHa I10 3eJIeHbIM, KaK BEIHsIsI TPaBa, JIeTIeCTKaM TUIaMeHH, HO
OHH YIOPHO KapaOKaJIMCh BBEPX, HAUKMCTO BBUIU3BIBAS OT OCEHHETO TJIEHA CTEHBI, TOTOJIOK, pacChInast
YEepHBIMU YeTyHKaMH1 HEKHOTO TOHKOTO Teruia Bee 6orarctBa 6e3ymHoi Ocenu. M ckopo HUYero He
OCTaJIOCh; JIMIIb YaCOBOW MEXaHU3M, MOOJIECKMBasl MEJHBIMU KoJiecam, padoTasl YeTKO U TPOMKO.

W B 31011 MI€IIBHON YKCTOTE BAPYT, OTKYAA HE BO3BMICH, ITOSIBUIACh TEMHAs TOHKAas (pUrypKa,
UCITyTaHHO CKPIOYMBIIASICS y 3yOUaThiX mecTepeHoK. CBeT, MaIaiolril B TAaHOpaMHOE KPYIJIoe OKHO,
OCBETHWJI TOHKME HOXKH, OOyThIE B IIErojieBaTble OallMaky U OOTSIHYThIE IIET0JIeBATHIMU YYyJIKAMU C
Pa3HOLIBETHBIMH CTpesKaMu. Kam30s Ha Hen3BeCTHOM ObLT MOIIMT U3 3eJIeHOro doratoro Oapxara,
KaK M y3Kue OpUIKHU, U C3a11 OH ObUI IOX0XK HA HE OYeHb JUTMHHOE, TBIITHO HacCOOPEHHOE TUIaThe,
a criepey yKpalleH 30JI0TbIMU OJIECTSIIUMH TYTOBUIIAMH.

3eeHble JIeNeCTKH IJIAMEHU TaHIeBaId BOKPYT HEU3BECTHOTO, OOM3bIBAS €rO IIeroieBaThie
OalMaky, ¥ TOT 3alpbiraj, TOrnova MiITKkaMu, CTapasch MPUIABUTh MArHIeCcKOe IIaMsl.

- Bopyer Bpems npsiMo y Hac u3-moj Hoca! - M3yMJICHHBIH HaxajbCTBOM BOpa, MPOU3HEC
JleMbeH, pasrisabiBast TOIEHBKOTO YeJIOBeUKa, pa30/IeTOro B MyX U Mpax.

Jlepek HUYEro He CKasal: OJHAKO, B €ro pyke OJeCHYJ Med C 30JI0TOH pyKosThIo, 1 OceHb
MPOKpUYAJIA THICSYaAMHU NITUYBMX TPEBOKHBIX TOJIOCOB:

- beru-u-n-un!

V Toxututens Bpemenu Obula Ha yIuBIIeHHE OOBIYHOE, HUYEM HEe MpuMevaresbHoe Juio. U
9TO OBLIO CTPAHHO.

OpneTsiil B KOPOJIEBCKUI OapXxar, ¢ KpyKeBaMH, MBIITHOW MEHOW B3OUTHIMU Ha I'PYIH, HA MaH-
JKeTax, BOKPYI TOHEHbKHX 3aIlSICTUI, TOPYAIMX U3 PYKABOB IIETOJILCKOTO Kam30Ja, C IIEroibCKOM
HUISANKON HA MPUIM3AHHBIX BOJIOCEHKAX, [IOXUTUTENDb JIMIIOM ObLT Ha yAMBIIEHHUE OJICKJIBIM 1 Oec-
[[BETHBIM, CJIOBHO 3aCTHPAHHBINA JIOCKYT CHTIIEBOTO CTApOro Iuiaths. HeBHSATHOTO 1BeTa MCIyraH-
HbIE IJ1a3a, KOPOTKHE PhIKEeBAThIe PECHUIIBI, MEJIKHE OpBI3rY BeCHYIIEK. Takoe M0 MOKXHO YBUIETh
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B OO0 TMOIBOPOTHE, 3aMETUTh CPEIH JIMIl MAJIBUMIIEK, UTPAIOIINX B CBOM HEMYAPEHbIE WIPHI C
KaMeIllKaMU ¥ MEJHbIMU ITyTOBULIAMHU.

U tem Gonee crpanHo, uto Ocenb ropopuia o [loxurutene Bpemenn kak o xeHmuae. «OHax»
- Tak roBopmiia OceHb, a OMEMMBIIUI OT HaXaJbCTBa Bopa JleMbeH sicCHO BUEN mepes coOoi ucty-
raHHOE HEYMbITOE MaJIbUMIIECKOE JIULIO.

Tapama Ha Koponsi Oneknble mia3a, [IoXUTHTENh CIOBHO HE CIIBIIIAT MPOTSIKHOTO KPHKA
OceHu, KOTOpYIO TpU Kpyra TaHIYIOIIEro Marnyeckoro 3eJIeHOro IUIaMEeHU 3arepiu, OTpe3aln OT
Bcero mupa. Llenkumu TOHKMMU NaJTbYMKaMU, TAKUMHU OTBPATUTEJIBHO - MOIBUKHBIMH, KaK JIANIKU
ayKa, CJIOBHO COCTABJIEHHBIMU U3 JAEPEBSHHBIX, XOPOLIO OTIIOJIMPOBAHHBIX U UEATIbHO MOJOIHAH-
HBIX JIPYT K JIPYyry WIEHUKOB, OH CTUCKMBAJ OapXaTHBIN 3€JICHBII MEIIOYeK C BBIIMTHIMU Ha HEM
30JIOTBIMU BEH3EJISIMH, JOBEPXY YeM-TO HAOUTHIIA, TAKOW TYrOM, YTO 3aBS3KHU €JIe MOIJIA €TO CTSHYTh,
Y HE HYKHO ObITh CEMH TIsiIeH BO JIOY, YTOOBI MIOHSITh, UM HAIOJTHEH 3TO MEIIIOK.

- Ax 1B, Mep3aBel! - B3peBen JleMbeH, 103a0biB ToTYac 00 N30paHHOM MM TAKTHUKE U CTAHOBSICH
npexHuM JleMbeHOM, TOpsTYMM M HecAepkaHHBIM. - [la s1 TeOs ceftuac!..

Ot ero kpuka [ToxutuTespb Haryrascs eie OOoIbIlle, 3aBU3KaJl COBEPILIEHHO MO-/IeBUauby, I1aKe
TMIPUCEB CO CTPaxy, U He 3psi: pblua OT 3710061, [lembeH HasteTen Ha [loxuTuTesnsi, MpoH3MB €ro HACKBO3b
CBOMM MEYOM, BCIIOPOB KPYKEBHOM raJICTYK Ha TPYAM U KPACHUBBIN HOBBIN OapXaT Ha CIIMHE, KOTOPYIO
Med MpoOUJI, TPOWS HACKBO3b Yepe3 TOHKOE TeJblIIe.

Kazanoce, B 3T0T MOMEHT Bpems coBcem BcTalio, OHEMEBLIEE, 3aMepIliee OT OXKUIaHUs, KOrna
K€ TOHKOE JIe3BHE KOPOJIEBCKOTO Me4a BBICKOJIb3HET U3 IPOH3EHHOTO CEeP/ILa M €0 Bpar, ero 00N IIrK
nazier. Ho 3Toro He mpom30I1UI0; HAaHECS 3TOT CTPAIIHBINA, KOBAPHBIN, OBICTPBIN, Kak OPOCOK 3Men
ykos Kopons ornpsiHysn ot [loxurturens, a TOT BCe paBHO OCTasICs CTOSATh HA HOTaX, MOTPSICEHHBI,
pasrisiipiBasi MOPE3aHHYIO HA IPYIU OEXKIY U MO-IIPEKHEMY CKHMMAasi CBOM JIparoleHHbIN MEUIOK.

- Trt ucnioprun moii ranctyk! - B3BU3rHys1 Iloxuturens ucTepuyHo, pasriisipiBasl paciomi3ao-
umecs Kkpyxesa. - Tel! Mcnoprun! Moit!..

B ero perkeBarbIX IV1a3aX CTOSUIM OJHOBPEMEHHO TaKOW T'OPbKUI YKOP M Takasl 3710CThb, UTO
JleMbeH ToTuac MoHsI, KakuM 00pa3oM 3TH aBoe - [Toxututens u OceHs, - crienmchk. O6a oHu ObUH
Oe3yMHBI.

- D-3, HeT, TaK ero He BO3bMelllb, - IPOLIEIMT CKBO3b 3yOnl Jlepek, u ero 3omnortas Kouepra -
TOHKUI KJIMHOK C 30JI0TBIM 3(hecoM, - CBEpKHYJIa B HOUHOM CBeTe OesbiM IuiaMeHeM. - [lonpodyem
uHaye!

Ot nepBoro Beinaaa benoro Ilpunna [Noxututens yBepHy/CsS Tak JIOBKO, CJIOBHO MO3BOHOY-
HHKa B €r0 TOIIEHbKOM TeJIbIe COBCEM He ObLIIO, 1 OHO MOIJIO BUXJISITHCS, THYTHCS U BHIBOPAUMBATHCS
B JTIOOYI0 CTOPOHY MO/ A0COMIOTHO JTIOOBIMU YTJIaMH.

- Ara, 6onibes, - mpopbiyalt Jlepek rposHo, pazmaxuBasi Koueproii. - Marudeckoro opyxust
THI OOUIIILCS, HEYNCTD?

[ToxutuTenb He OTBETUI; KPEIIKO 3aKaB 3aBETHbI MEIIOUYEK B KyJauKe, OH BbIXBATWJI IIIIAry,
U €€ KJIMHOK CKPECTUJICS C KOPOJIEBCKUM, BBICEKAS] UCKPBI.

®exrtoBan [loxututenab ToXke MPEOTIIMIHO; CIOBHO Mpa3Hs Jlepeka, pazmaxuBas OapXaTHBIM
MeloukoM y IIpuHiia nepes iuiiom, oH He ycTynal, ¥ 1axe IPEBOCXOIMII TOTO B JIOBKOCTH, U JleMbeH
3I0POBO TOXKAJIEJ, YTO CBOM BOJIIEOHBI MeU OH OCTaBHJI JIOMa, a 3HAYMT, U MOMOoYb Jlepeky He
MOJKET - HY, pa3Be YTO OTBJIeub HeMHoro [loxuturens?

Ho u B nBa kimmnka Koposs n [Ipuniy He morna cosnagats ¢ [loxururenem; ka3ajiock, ero
aaxe cMelar rnornslTky [lepeka v JleMbeHa paHUTh €ro, OH MOXUXUKUBAI, €ro OJIEKJIOE JIUIT 3aUTHIIOCH
PyMsIHIIEM, TYObl PACKPACHENHUC, I71a3a 3a01ecTesIn OT PaIoCTH, U OH Jaxe mokaszas [leMbeHy S3bIK,
CKOPUUB JIEP3KYIO OTBPATUTEJIbHYIO POKMUILY.

- Ax 1b1, CaraHna... - npopslyai [IemMbeH 3710, 4yTh 1IEBEIbHYB IIeyaMu. HensBecTHO, 4To OHa
HaJlyMaJ, a TOIbKO YHa, Bce enle yaepxubatomas OceHb 3a CTEHOM 3€1eHOI0 MarnuecKoro rjaMeHH,

30



K. ®pec. «Koposnb [IpakoHOB: cuiibHEE CMEPTH»

3aMeTuIIa, Kak HaJl roIoBoi JleMbeHa sipye BCIbIXHYJIA OTHEHHAs! KOPOHA, ¥ TUIAII €70 PacTiaXuBaeTcs,
Bce OOJIbIIIe TTOXO/IS HA JPAKOHBU KPBUTbSI.

- Her, lembeH, pagu Oora, HeT! - 3akpryania YHa. - Tsl criauiip Hac Beex!

ITOT KpUK OOJBHO pe3aHy’ yiy, JleMbeH obepHysicst Ha Hero v [ToXUTHTENh TOKe TPOTHYI,
OCO3HaB, Kakas Oefia rpO3UT €My - U B 3TOT MOMEHT KOBAPHBIN KJIMHOK Jlepeka MpOH3MII B BEJIMKO-
nenHeueM Boinaze touiee Tenblie [loxuturens. 3onoras Kouepra nporiia HaCKBO3b, POH3UB OOK
[NoxuTuTens, MpoaeaB pBaHYIoO JbIPY B €ro METOIbCKOM KOCTIOME, U TOT 3aBU3KaJ U SIPOCTHO 3aTO-
naJjl Horamu, He ymesi TepreTb 0oy, TOHKHMe maydb MajdbYuKy OOJIbllle He IEBENCh MPOTHBHO U
BO30YyXJEHHO, CJIOBHO TlepeOrpasi MeJIKhe COKPOBHILA, OHHU 3KMMAaJIU JbIPY HA POCKOIITHOM 3elie-
HOM Oapxare, a MeX HIUMHU COUMJIOCH CBEpKalollee OpMITMAHTOBOW KPOIIIKOM NOXHUILIEeHHOe Bpemsi.

- Yto THI Haziena, 6omnBaH! - 3aBepemai [loxututens, crapasch coOpaTh PacCHIaONecs Apa-
TOLIEHHBIE KPYITUHKH 1 3aTOJIKATh X OOPATHO, B MMPOPEXY B 3€JICHON TKaHU. - UTO Thl HATBOpMI? !

- Bot e Bce moxwuineHHoe, - HenoOpo mpoueant [lepek, mogaumasi ceoto Kouepry. - A eciu
sI CHUMY C TeOs1 TBOIO HAPSHYIO 3eJIeHYIO IKYPKY?!

[NoxuTuTesb HE ycIiea OTBETUTD, Kak U Jlepek He ycrien HanacTh; Lesas CTast JIeTy4uX MbIIIeH,
UCITyraHHAsl YeM-TO, C IPOTUBHBIM MTHCKOM U CKPEKETOM HaJleTesa Ha HUX, OCJIETIIsIsl MeJIbTeIlIeHUEM
YEepHBIX KPbLTbEB, 1 [lepek 3amaxan pykamu, OTOUBasICh OT 00€3yMEBIIINX KUBOTHBIX, a [loxuturesnb,
OpOCHB TIO30pHO CBOE OpYXHe, MPUKaB K paHEHHOMY OOKY CBOH JparolieHHbId MeIIOUeK, pBaHyIl
pOYb.

Meuyiuecsi B TaHUKE MBI HAJIETENTM Ha HEro, OCNIEIIsis, MyTasch B HOrax, u [loxuturensb
CO BCETrO pa3roHy HMUICTTHYJICS Ha )KUBOT, PAaCTSHYBIIUCH BO BeCh pocT. OT yaapa 00 Moj 4To-To Orty-
IIATEJHHO 3BAKHYJIO, KaK JOporoi ¢apdopoBblii cepBr3, ObIoIIMIACS BIpeOe3ru. [Ipipa Ha KOCTIOMe
[MoxuTuTens eme OoJbIe Pa3oUIach, BPeMsl MOCHIIAIOCh CUIIbHEe, OOMIbHEEe, TO3BAHMBAS B BO3-
AyXe YKpaJeHHbIMA MUHyTamu, 1 [ToXuTuTen b pa3Be 4To HE 3apblaai, CIyllas, Kak yTeKaeT Mex
naJbleB ero cokposuie. OIHako, coOMpaTh MOTEPSITHHOE OH HE CTaJT; BMECTO TOrO OH OOIPO TOICKO-
YHJT HA CBOU TOHKHE HOKKH M TIPBITHYJI IPSIMO HA JIECTHUILY, BEAYIIyI0 BHU3 ¢ OamHu. Ero merosns-
ckHe Ty(Iu Ha BHICOKMX KaOJIyKax 3aTOMOTAIM 10 CKPUITYYUM CTYIEHSIM MEJKOU JpoOblo, U TIOYTH
HUKTO HE YCIIBIIIAN, Kak 3axpycreu ¢hapgopoBble Yepenku, ApoosiCh MOJ, YbH-TO HOTOM, U HErpOM-
KM TOJIOC IIPOU3HEC «IIEPBasi»...

- Hepxu ero!

[onoc BBIKPUKHYBIIETO 3TO MOTOHYJ B BOE BBIOTH; PACCHINABIIEECS BPEMsi CBEPKAIOIIMMHU
OCKOJIKAMH BCTPOMJIOCH OOpAaTHO, M BHE3AITHO HACTaJa 3UMa - C €e HECTEPIMMBIM MOPO30M, C BBIO-
TOi, 3aHOCSIIEH BCE KPYTOM CHETOM, C JIEASTHBIM JbIXaHHEM, BMUT YKPACHBIIMM TOHKUMH MPHYY/-
JIMBBIMH y30paMH ITPOCMOTPOBOE KPYIJIOe OKHO.

OceHnb, 3anepras B Kpyrax IjiaMeHu, BAPYT MOTYCKHeNa, CheKMIACh U TPOTIalia, BHICTYKEHHAsI
BJIACTHBIM [IbIXaHWEM 3WMbI, ¥ JlepeKk cO CTOHOM BBIPOHWMJI M€Y, OXKErIIMi ero Majblibl JIeJSHbIM
XOJIOJIOM.

- Ecrm OBl ThI, - mpormenTaia YHa, - BCIOPOJ OOJbIIIe ee Ofiekay, XyJO HaM MpPUIILIOCh Obl!
CraBa MbIIIaM, OHU criaciy Hac!

- Cnacnu, - cornacuics [epek, notupast 3amep3iiyio JafaoHb. - A Jlembed rae?!

OH ornsiHysCs, OTHICKMBast Opata B3rs0M, HO Koposist Hurie He ObUIOo; TONBKO 3BYK €ro yra-
JISTIOIIMXCS IaroB ObUT €J1e CIBIIIEeH Ha JIECTHHIIE. ..

Ay camoii 1BepH, MoOIeCKHBast MO30JI0TOM U KPACUBOKM POCITUCHIO, JiexkKaau OCKOIKH (apdo-
POBOI1 pa3/1aBJI€HHON MACKHU...
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I'naBa 5. KopoJs, cHer u Exxnnka

[Moxurutenp 6eran caMIIKOM ObICTPO U ObUT Tak 0POK, uTo Koposmio He ynanoch moimars ero.
JleMbeH CXBaTHJI ObLIO HETOJIsIS 32 TUIEYO0, HO TOT 3aBepelall, Kak 3asiil, U KPyTaHyJICs, BHIPhIBAsICh
ux pyk embena.

Koneuno, [lembeH HUMIOYEM HE OTITYCTUJI Obl Mep3aBlia, Aa el U HaJaBal Obl eMy KpErnKux
TYMaKOB TIO Ilieée, HO TOT, HA MHI OTHSIB OT paHEHHOTO OOKa JIaJIOHb, LIEJION MPUTOPIITHEH KUHYIT
B 1o Kopoimo Bpems, couarieecs U3 NPOPEXH B €ro 3eJEHOM KOCTIOMUUMKe, U nepes JleMbeHOM
pasbirpanacs 1enas Oyps. [lonHsics OypaH, cTajlo HEBEPOSITHO XOJIOIHO, BMUT BCE 3aHECIO CHETOM,
HE CTaJI0 BUJHO HU IOXUTHUTENSI, HUA CJIEIOB €ro.

TonbKo 1 OCTaJIOCh OT HEro, UTo 3eJEHBIN OapXaTHBI MeIIoYeK, KOTOpbiil [leMbeH HeuassHHO
3aXaj B pyKax BO BpeMst O0pbObl. OH ObLT TaK Tskell, 4To JleMbeH YIUBHIICS, KaK TAKOW TOIIUI
[ToxuTHTens ero ynepAKuBaeT B CBOMX KYKOJIbHBIX PYYOHKAX, Bellb Aaxke Koposb - MOIogon v crjib-
HBIA MY)KYMHA,- OT TSDKECTH TOTO MEIITKa MOIIATHYJICS U YXBATHJI er0 O0EMMHU PyKaMHU, CJIbIIIA, KaK
Tpemar OapXxaTHbIe 3aBSI3KU.

ITOro CeKyHIHOrO 3aMellaTelbCTBa, B T€YEHHWE KOTOPOro OOMEpIIMKA OT HEOXUIAHHOCTU
Koporb onienuBas, kakoe 00ratcTBo nomnajgo K HeMy B pyKH, XBaTHJIO HA TO, 4TO MajieHbkuil [Toxu-
TUTEIb COBCEM CKpbUICA C IM1a3. Jlake Iaru ero CTUXJiv, CTaJIA He CJIBIIIHBI 32 BOEM BETpa, B CHET
3aHéc cnenpl. U Bce xe...

Bce xe [leMbeH yMyOpuiIcsl 3aMeTHTh, T7ie Bblora OepeT CBoe Havyallo - TaM, TJie 1O Karuie yTe-
KaeT BpeMs U3 pacliopOTOM OAEK/Ibl,- M YCIIBIIIA CTYK KOMBIT. [IOXUTUTENb MBITAJICA CKPBITHCS, Y€3-
*kast BepxoM. He mpeBparuiicsi B ITUILY U HE PacTasii B BO3/IyXE, a BRIHYKJICH OeXkaThb - ykKe JT0OpHIi
3Hak! 3HAUUT, OH MPUBSI3aH K CBOEH YesIoBeYecKOil 000/I04Ke, U TOOSIUTh €€ MOKHO.

Opnna 6enia; JIeMbeH 3TO MOHSLI, KOT/1a KOHb IO/l HUM B3BHJICS Ha JIBIOBI U CO BCEH CHJTBI YAAPUJT
KOIIBITAMHU B MOCTOBYI0. KaMHHM OT yzapa pacKoJouch, CIOBHO UM OBUIO JIET TISATHCOT, M OHU OBLIH
W3HOIIEHBI U UCTONTAHBI THICYaMHU THICSY HOT. MOHO ObLJI0 O BHIIOTPOIIMTH MEP3aBlia, CTAIIUB C
HETO ero 3eJIEHYI0 OapXaTHYIO IIKYPKY, HO BHYTPH, ITOJ] POCKOIIIHBIMU OZI€K1aMH, HABEPHsIKA 3anepTa
Lenasi Kyya BpeMeHH, U IJI0X0 MPUIETCS TOMY, KTO OTBAKUTCS MONACTb MOA ero yaap. Yto ciayuurcs
C 3TUM YeJIOBEKOM? MTHOBEHHO cocTapuTcs? YMpET CUIO Ke CeKyHLy?

Bnpouem, He ObUIO BpeMeHH paccy)aaTh 00 3ToM. [IpUImnopuB cBoero KoHs - CaMoro CHJib-
HOTO M OBICTPOrO CKaKyHa B KOPOJIEBCTBE, - JleMbeH BO Bech Onop nomyasics cienom 3a [loxuture-
JIeM, TI0 cJieJjaM Ha BBIMOPOKEHHOM 3eMJI€ U 3a TOHKMM HUIEN(OM U3 Mypri.

Ho nornate Heronss naxe Ha JydlleM CKaKyHe B KOPOJIEBCTBE OKA3aJIOCh HE TaK-TO MPOCTO;
ero KOHb ObLJT TaK Xke pe3B, a cam [loxururesnb, KIIsHs Mosiooro Koposist 1 moHocst ero nmocieiHuMu
CJIOBAaMHU, POHSISI 37Tble CJIe3bl, TIEPEeKHUBasi CBOIO MOTEPIO - OApXaTHBINA MEIIOUeK C YKPaJeHHbIM Bpe-
MEHEM, - TO U JIeJIO 000paurBaJICs ¥ IBBIPsI B [leMbeHa ropcTsIMH BpeMs, HaTeKIlee U3 TPOPEeXH
B KOCTIOME.

PactBopsisic B X0J0nMHOM BO3/yxe, OpU/UIMAHTOBbIE MTHOBEHHSI TOTYAC € CTAaHOBHJIUCH
XOJIOOHBIM CHETOM, KOTOpBIH ciienui Jlembena, He nmo3Bosss eMy BuaeTh [loxuturens.

Ha u ¢ camu JleMbeHOM BpeMs ChIpajio Kakylo-TO 371yl0 IIyTKy. EMy Ka3anoch, 4To MOroHs
JUIATCS1 BCETO HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, OH HE YCIIeJI eIlE 1ake 3aMEP3HYTh, 4 OKA3aJIOCh - KOHb YK€ BBIHEC
€ro 3a ropof, U BOT NEPBbIE AEPEBbS BUIHBI, U OMYIKA, U CTApble €I PACKAYMBAIOTCSA U CKPUIIAT
o[, MOPbIBAMU BETpa.

[NoxuTurenp, ynupas, rsHyI Ha JleMbeHa depes Iiedo MOCIeIHUA pa3 U paccMesics: Heio0-
PBIM XOXOTKOM, CJIOBHO PaZiOBajICsl TOMY, YTO €My YIaJoCh BBIMaHUTh Koposist B HE3HAKOMOE, II1y-
xoe Mecto. OH enI€ pa3 MBbIPHYJ IPUTOPIIHIO BpEMEHHU, ITypra MorjioTHIa ero U He crano Hu [loxu-
TUTEJIsI, HU €ro B3MBUJIEHHOTO CKakyHa. TOJBKO TEMHOTA, CIENSIIIUI CHEr Ja JIeC BOKPYT. [lembeH
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3aBEPTECIICA, IILITASACH IIOHATD, KyJla XK €My €XaTb JAJIbIIC, U KaK BbI6paTLCH M3 Yailu, HO BCE JOPOKKU
ObLI 3aMETEHBI, []a U €0 CIIeIbl TOXe MOrpeOeHbl MOl CHETOM

- He 6oiics, BepHbIii ApyT, s TeOs He Oporly, - mpousHec [leMbeH, MoraxkuBast IPOKaIIyo OT
BCE Kpernyaiiiero Moposa 1ero KoHsl. - Kak-Hubynp, 1a Beidepemcs.

OO6epHyThCs ApakoHoM Aa yneteTh? Ho koHb... Kak ¢ HuM-Tto ObITh? He ucryraercs im, He
COPBETCS JIM C MOBOJA M He YOeKUT v B varry? Jla v 1o BO3AyXy HEeCTH OpbIKaloIeecst ;KUBOTHOE
CJIOKHO - @ Hy KaK BBIpOHUIIL? I OpOCHTH HEJb351: HE TIOCTYMAIOT TaK C BEPHBIMU APY3bsiMH !

CHer Bce ryIie BaJiiI, OKOHYATeIbHO 3aMeTas cliefibl, morpedast moj coO0H 3aruTy TaBIIero myT-
Huka. HaBepHoe, [lemMbeH Haaesics Ha 4y/10, KOT/Ia JIOCTaJl CBOM OXOTHUYMI POT M MPOTPYOHII, CTa-
pasich NepeKpbITh BOW BETpa.

W gyno mpowuszomnuio: Brepeay, B caMOil KPOMEIIHOW TeMHOTE, MOJ] PACKaYMBAIOIIUMUCS OT
pasbirpaBierocsi Oypasa exsiMu BAPYT 3a0pe3kui oronek. OH Mepliait B HOUM MaJICHBKUM 30JI0THIM
IMATHBIIOKOM, MEUYYHIUMCS MEX CTBOJIOB, HO HCMBCH IIOHAJI, YTO TaM KTO-TO )KI/IBéT, TaM TEIJIO U
KpOB.

- [lepexném Oypan Tam, - ckazail JleMbeH KOHIO M HAlpaBUII €ro Ha MEpIIAloIIi CBET.

Uem Onmke OH MOABE3KAN K CTAPbIM €JIsIM, TEM Terjiee CTaHOBUJIOCh. [1of MX JIOXMaThIMU
JanaMu BeTep ObUT HE TaK CHUJIEH, M CHET MOYTH He JOCTHUTal 3eMid. [locienHue mard yCTaBIIuii
KOHb JIeJ1ajl yXe He 1o OeJIoMy 3MMHEMY TOKPBIBAJTY, a TIO TOJICTOMY MSTKOMY KOBPY U3 CEPO-PbIKUX
onaBmMX U B muio JleMbeHy maxHyso TemoM, 3araxoM AbiMa U MOXJIEOKH, a KOHb €r0 paJOCTHO
3apKajl, 3aMETUB CTOKOK CeHa 32 HU3KOW Orpajoi, O HaBECOM.

[Tox crapeiMu en15iMu, B TPaBSHOW OKPYIJION KOUKE, KOe-KaK MPUCHIITAHHOE CHETOM, pas3Iiisiien
JleMbeH MaieHbKOE OKOHIIE, ¥ HU3EHBKYIO ABEpILY, [IOKA3aBLIYIOCS EMY CMYTHO 3HAaKOMOW. Y ABepeil,
€Kach OT X0JIOJa, YKyTaHHasl B TOJICTYIO JIOXMATyl0 CEpyIo Il1ajb, CTOSIa X035iKa, U €€ MaJIeHbKUI
(poHapuk packaunBascs B €€ pyKe.

- Kak xoporiio, 4to s ychpliana Bac, - TOHEHbKMM TOJIOCKOM TPOU3HEC/IA OHa, YJIbIOasich TaK
MCKpPEHHE U TaK PaJOCTHO, YTO MPOAPOrmmil JleMbeH 1 caM He CMOT CIEPXKaTh YIBIOKH.

- [Ipoxonute ke ckopee B JOM, - OMIOMHIJIACH XO35I1Ka, KOTOpasi 0 TOrO COBEPILIEHHO Oe33a-
CTEHYMBO, C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM, Pa3IIsiIbIBAIA CIACEHHOTO OT 3UMHEH CTYKU IyTHHUKA.

U JlembeH, B CBOIO Ouepe/ib, TOKE C JTIOOOMBITCTBOM Pa3IISIABIBAI CBOIO CITACHTEIIBHUILY.

970 OBUIO CaMOE HEJIEToe ¥ CaMOe MIJIOE CYIIECTBO, KaKOe TOJIBKO JOBOJUIOCH EMY BUJIETh,
MOXOKee TO JIM Ha I0PKYI0 MaJEHbKYIO MBIIIKY, TO JIX HA JIOOOMBITHOro Monoaoro exa. C Hor /10
T'OJIOBBI YKYTaHHAA B MHOI'OYUCJIICHHBIC TIJIATKU U JIOXMATLIC 1IAJIN, B )IHI/IHHOI;'I cepoﬁ IO6K€, B KapMaHE
KOTOPOM TO3BSIKUBAJIH JKETYAU U OPEIIKH, OHA ObLIa HY TOYb-B-TOUb KaK 3araciuBBIA €XK.

Borocel ee ObUH cepo-KenToro 1BeTa, Kak cTediny MITKOW CyXOi TpaBbl, U3 KOTOPOU HTHUIIbI
TaK JI0OAT BUTH CBOU raues3ja. C06paHHbI€ B y3€JI, KO€-KaK CKpCHJIéHHbIe MOYEMY-TO ABYMA TOJICTBIMU
BS3QJIbHBIMM CIULIAMU, OHU U B CAMOM [IeJIe HAalIOMMHAJIN Ybe-TO FHE3/I0 Ha TOJI0BE Y ITOM CTPaHHOU
JEBYOHKH.

qeprI €€ JIMia OBLIH TaK O6BI‘IHI)I, HETIpUMEYaTeJIbHbl U CKYYHbI, YTO I[@MBGH - KaK HHM CTa-
pajics, - He MOT COXPaHUTh MX B amsATH. OHM OCTABJISUIM JIMIIb TIPUSATHBIN OJIeTHBINA OTIEYaTOK BPO/E
IJIAIIYIIETro Ha CTEHE COJIHEYHOI'O ITSAATHA - U BCEC. OCTpGHbKI/Iﬁ HOCHK, TEMHBIC I'TTa3KHN 6yCI/IHKaMI/I...
Ex, na u ToJpKo.

EnunctBeHHOE, 4TO [leMbeH CMOTr 3allOMHHUTb, TaKk 3TO ObUla ee yabliOKa. Becemnas, HeMHOro
JeTcKasi, ¢ J0OPO TOMKOW U3yMJICHUS.

- Tt amb? - cripocuit [lemMbeH, ynbpioasich BO BECh pPOT, IOTOMY YTO HEBO3MOKHO OBLJIO CMOT-
PETh Ha €€ CEPEHBKYIO BECENTYI0 MOPAAIIKY U HE CMESATHCS.

- la kak OyaTO HET, - 3aCMYIIABIINCh, OTBETUIIA JEBUOHKA, MTpsTya I71a3a.
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- A xt0 *)e? - yauBuiicsi Koposb, 3aBofisl 110J] HaBeC CBOETro KOHsI. 3J1ech, B YOSKHIIE MOj1 CTa-
PbIMU eJIsIMH, OBLIO TETJI0, HO JleMbeH Bce ke pacCTerHyIl CBOM ILIAIll M HAKUHYJT €ro Ha KOHS, YKPbI-
Bas OT Herorofpl. JleBYoHKa, HaOMoAast 32 CTATHBIM, BHICOKMM HE3HAKOMIIEM, C MHTEPECOM KpyTHJIa
HOCOM - ¥ MAJIIIAMH, TOPYAIIMMH U3 TIPOXYAUBILErocs: Oarmaka.

- He 3Haro, - pajiocTHO OTBeTHJIa ICBUOHKA, U JleMbeH He yiepxkalcs - paccMmesiics. - MHe 00
9TOM He cKkazayu. CKOMbKO cedst TOMHIO, KUBY TYT OfIHA.

- A CKOJIBKO ThI ce0s1 TIOMHHIIIH?

- He 3Hai0, - cHOBa CMyTHMBIIIKCH Y MIOTYIMB B30p, OTBETUJIA IEBUOHKA.

Crniac€HHBIN yTHUK HPABUJICA €W; 9Ta OTKPOBEHHAsl, ICKPEHHSIsA cUMIMaThs 6e3 TeHH Oose3-
HEHHOT'O TIepEeKMBAHMS YUTANIACh B €€ BOCTOP)KEHHOU B3IJIsiziE, B ee YibiOke. OHa Tak OeCXUTPOCTHO
BOCTOprajach [IeMbeHOM, UTO B €€ MaJICHbKYIO, pacTperaHHylo, MOXOXKYI0 Ha BOPOOBMHBIN HOM,
TOJIOBKY M MBICJIY HE ITPUXOJMIIO TOTYAC K€ ONEYATIUTHCS OTTOIO, YTO CIACEHHBIN €10 IyTHUK HAYTPO
yeleT, U He TIONApHT el Ha MpoIleHne U JoOporo ciaoBa. BeposTHo. 3acMOTpeBIIUCh HA HETO, OHA
Aaxe 4yTh He KyBBIPHYJIACh Yepe3 IMOpOr CBOEro JoMa BMeCTe CO CBoMM (poHapeM, 1 Tak Obl U ObLIO,
ecu 6 [leMbeH He moiMalt ee 3a IMUBOPOT U He MOCTaBUII Ha HOTH, CMEsICh.

Bripouem, 310 fOCagHOE TPOMCIIECTBHE HE NCTIOPTHIIO HACTPOEHU I IeBUOHKU. OHa U He nepe-
CTaBaJjia yJIblOAThCS, BCE TaK K€ BOCTOPKEHHO paccMaTprBasi OOraryio Kpacusylo ofiexay lembeHa.

- B mo6om citydae, - moasén utor JleMbeH, OTCMESIBIIINCH, - ThI KaKoe-To JiecHoe auTs. OT Te0s
MaxHeT rpUOaMu - TMCHUYKAMH, - JOKIEM U CBEKUMHU JICThSIMHU.

- HaBepHoe, Tak, - Beceno 1 MOKJIAJAUCTO COIVIACUIIACH JEBYOHKA.

- Hy, a 30ByT-TO Te0s1 kKak? - cHOBa cripocu [leMbeH, OIJIsAbIBAsICH [0 CTOPOHAM.

- He 3Haio, - Bce Tak e Becesio OTBETUJIA JEBUOHKA.

- Jla 9to % Takoe, Yyero He CIIPOCHUIIIb - THI He 3Haelb! Hy, Toraa s crany te0s Ha3biBaTh ExXuH-
koil. CorylacHa Tbl Ha 3T0?

- Exunkoii? - mepecrnpocuia JeBUOHKA OCTOPOKHO, CIIOBHO MPoOyst HOBoe MMs Ha BKyc. U
HEOXMJAHHO paccepamiach.- Bor emeé! A Thl KTO Takoi, 4ToObl pa3faBaTh MMEHa HE3HAKOMbBIM
moasm?!

Hy Tyt y% [IembeH pacxoxoraiics BO BCIO NIOTKY, IIOTOMY UYTO cepauTas EsxMHKa OlIeTHHUIIACh
Ha TOYHO KakK €xX.

- bennoe nuTs, - co cmexoM oTBeTu [leMbeH, - CKOJIBKO K Thl KUBEIIb TYT OTIIeabHuLen?! U
COBCEM HeJaJIeKO OT CTOJHIIBL... SI-To, npeanomnoxim, Kopons. M yx TOYHO s1 MOTY Hapeub JII0OOro
MOJIAHHOTO JIIOOBIM UMEHEM, 4TO MHE B TOJIoBy B30pener. Passe Her?

- Hacrosiuii kopo-onb?! - HeroBepuuBo npoTsaHyaa Exunka. Ee ManeHbKkuil pOTHK OT yIUB-
JIEHUSI OKPYIJIMJICS, CTaJl TIOXOX Ha OYKOBKY "0", JIEBYIIIKAa HECMEJIO MOTSHYJIAch K KOPOJIEBCKOMY
BEHILY, CJIOBHO TOJILKO Ceiyac ero 3aMeTusia Ha CMOJISIHBIX Bojiocax [lembeHa.

Ene cnepxuBasi cMex, TOT CKJIOHWII TOJIOBY, 4T00 ExXMHKa cMoIyia TOTPOHYThCS A0 30JI0TOM
KOPOHBI, TIOIVIQJAUTh NMAJTbYUKOM CBEPKAIOIINE PA3HOLIBETHBIE KAMHHU.

- Camblii HACTOSIIINI, - BAXKHO MOATBEPAUJI OH, Korja ExxuHKa, o0cMOTpeB ero Bcero, OTCTYyNuIa
C BOCTOP)KEHHBIM B3[I0XOM, CJIOKUB MaJIEHbKUE PYUKHU Ha TPYIHU.

- A MOXHO, - 3aCTEHYMBO MpoOJIeNeTaja OHA, 3arOPEeBLUIMMUCS IJIa3aMU paccMaTpuBasi €ro
KOpOHY, - npuMeputh?.. Hy XoTh Ha MUHYTKY?! Beeraa xoresa moMepuTh HaCTOSIIIY0 KOPOJIEBCKYIO
KOpoHy!

- JlaBaii Tak, - Becesio ckazas JleMbeH. - Thl yrocTHillh MeHs yaeM Toropsiiee, a s - Tak U ObITh!
- 1aM TeOe TIOHOCHUTh KOopoHy. Mnér?

ExrHKa He OTBETHIIA; TOJIHKO PaIOCTHO 3aMoTasia roioBoil. Ee cepoe, G1eks1oe INIMKO BCIThIX-
HYJIO PSIOMHOBO-KPACHBIM PYMSIHIIEM, U OHA, TIONXBATHUB CTAPEHbKUI MEIHbI YallHUK, OPOCHIIACH
3aBapvBaTh Yai.

IToka Boga 3akunana Ha MajJeHbKOM MeUKe, [leMbeH Koe-Kak yCTpOuIICs 32 KPOXOTHBIM CTOJIH-
KOM, CKOJIOYEHBIM U3 TPyOO OCTPYTraHHBIX JIOCOK, U OTJISIIETICS.
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Kunuine Exunku emé 6omblie aeano ee Moxoxkel Ha KaKoro-To 3anacjinBoro 3sepbka. Kia-
JOBOYKA C MOJIKAMH, HA KOTOPBIX PSKOM CTOSUIM TIIMHSHbIE TOPIIOYKH C CYIIEHBIMU STOJAMH, Ope-
XaMH, apOMaTHBIMU TPaBaMU M KPYyTNaMH, PacIMCHBIE KPYXKKH, KOTOpbIe, BeposATHO, ExnHKa cama
Jleniia U3 IJIMHBI, JOOBITON Ha Oepery JIeCHOTO pyubsl, KPOXOTHAsI CHIaJIeHKa C MaJleHbKOU MOCTEIb-
KO, HAKPHITOM aTJIACHBIM aJIbIM OfiesiiblieM... POoHApHK, HU3EHbKHE TaOypPeTKH - Bce ObUIO MaJleHb-
KM, aKKypaTHbIM M YJMBUTEJIBHO KPAaCHBBIM, Kak OyATO UTpyIliedHbM. lake cepeOpsiHas JTIOKKa,
kotopyio ExuHka pa3noObiia CrieruaibHO 111 HErO Ha TOJIKe C IOCYI0H, Ka3zanachk JleMbeHy Kpacu-
BE€E U JIparolieHHer BCEX ero 30JI0ThIX JIOKEK BO JBOPLIE.

- Tet TOUHO 271b(P, - ckazan [embeH, korma ExuHKa JOBKO MOCTaBUJIA MEpe]l HUM KPYKKY C
SIPKO-aJIBIM aDOMATHBIM HAITUTKOM, TIAXHYIIIMM 0apOaprcoM U MeJIOM, 1 Ha OeJICHbKOM OJTIOfIIIe TTpe/I-
JIOKHJIa HACTOSIIIIEee JTAKOMCTBO - XKEJITOBATHIN Kycouek caxapa. - Y TeOs 3/1ech TaK YIOTHO U KPaCHBO.

ExuHKa He oTBeTMIIa, TOJBKO MOKPACHENa - Ha Ceid pa3 OT YIOBOJbCTBUs, YTO caM Kopoinb
MOXBAIMJ €€ JIauyry, U Terepb C BUAMMBIM YIOBOJBCTBHEM IBbET €€ Yaii, rpesi 0350111e pyKu o
KPYXKY.

Cama ExwuHka He mompocuia Obl BO BTOPOW pa3, OHA OYeHb CTeCHSJIACh W TIEPBOWM CBOEH
pockObI, HO MOMHSI 00 yroBope, JleMbeH, TOCMENBasiCh, CHSLT KOPOHY U Mepe/iall ee OHEMEBIIEH OT
CUaCTbsI ACBYIIIKE.

Ta B3si1a ee akKypaTHO, HAJIEKHO, OOHSIB 00eMMU JTaJOHSIMH, CJIOBHO KOPOHA ObLa He 30J10Tas,
a U3 XPYIKOTo CTEKJa, U B OO0 MOMEHT MOIJIA Pa3BAIUTHCS OT HEJIOBKOTO JBIKEHHUSI.

- Taxénas, - TMXO U BOCTOPKEHHO Npou3Hecia ExxuHKa, MoBopaurBasi KOPOHY M TaK, U 9TaK,
moOysiCh €10 COBEpIIEHHO KaK peOeHOK HOBOW KpacMBOW WIPYIIKOH. [IeMbeH COrTacHO KUBHYI,
HaOMoIas 32 UTPAIOIIeCs C ero KOPOHOH JIEBYOHKON U TIONMBAsI ee BOJIIIeOHbIN Yail. B ero ceppix
1a3ax IUisicaid CMeNIMHKY; Koraa ExXuHKa, 3aTauB AbIxaHue, BOAPY3WIa KOPOJIEBCKUI BeHell ceOe
Ha TOJIOBY, OH CHOBA 3aCMeslICs, OTOMY YTO Ha OECXUTPOCTHO JIMIIE JEeBUOHKHU BBIHCAIOCH a0CO-
MOTHOE OJIaKEHCTBO, CJIOBHO MCTIOJIHMJIACH €€ caMasi 3aBeTHAs MeyTa.

- Unér mue? - cnpocuna Exuaka, npuaepxuBasi KOpoHY Ha rojioBe pykamu. OHa Oblia BeJTKa
Exunke, 30710T0# 00pyY cliajian Ha ee JI00, TPOCTEHbKOE OECXUTPOCTHOE JIMYHMKO IO 30JI0THIM BEJTHU-
KOJIETTEM BeHIIa Ka3aJ0Ch KPOTKUM U OJIEIHBIM JI0 TIPO3PAYHOCTH.

- O4veHb UAET, - cepbe3Ho noaTrsepau eMbeH.

HagepHoe, uT00 mpoauTh eIE X0Th HEHAI0JT0 CBOE cuacThe, ExXuHKa mpuTammia ene onauH
KYCOK caxapa - HaBepHsIKa MMOCJIEAHUM, - U MPEAJIOKIIIA ero TOCTIO, YTOObI BIIOBOJIb HABEPTEThCS B
ero KOpoHe Iepesi 3epKajioM, HaToOOBaThCsI MEPeTMBAMY CBETA a IPAHSIX AParolieHHbIX KaMHEH MoKa
Koposnp mber ee yaii. [leMbeH, ycMexasich, TAKOM TMOJOXWII caxap oOpaTHO Ha Tapesiouky; HH 3a
Kakye KOPOHBI B MUPE HeJb3s1 OTHUMATh TaKyIO IParolileHHOCTh Y OSTHOTO JIECHOTO TSI

- Yro X, - MpOMOJIBUII OH, Korjga ExXMHKa co B30XOM BEpHYJIa eMy KOPOHY, HaUT PaBILLIUCh. -
[Topa Ha HOuster. CKOpO ye paclBeTET, a HU Thl, HU s TOJIKOM He criayid. ['ie Thl MHe pa3peniuiib
yCTpOUTHCS?

- A mory ycrynuthb TeGe cBoI0 mocTesb, MonoAoi Kopoisb, - 3amyMmunBo otBetmia Exunka, u
JleMbeH CHOBa paccMesiyICsl.

- Her yx, - orBetus oH. - El€ y 216(oB 51 HE OTHUMA NOAYILIKY C ofeslaMHu... Bot TyT, y
TIeYy, B OXarkKe CeHa, OyJieT camoe To.

Tak u caenany.

ExuHKa npuHecia naxHyIero Mopo3oM CeHa, OCTeJnIIa IOBEPX HETro CBOIO CaMylo KOCMAaTYyIo,
TOJICTYIO I1aJib, U JIeMbEH 3aBaJIMJICA U YCHYJI IOYTH TOTYAC K€, KAK 3aChIIAI0T YCTaBIIUE MOJIOAbIE
JIO[IY, Ybsl COBECTh YUCTA.

OpnHaxko, camoit ExxuHKe He Crajioch; K TOMy Xke, paccBeT ObLT oueHb 0n30K. HeOo yxke ObLI0
CBETJIO-CEPbIM; U OHA, MOB3/IbIXaB €€ HEMHOI'O O KOPOHE, KOTOPYIO €lIE€ XOTeJI0Ch HAJeTh HY XOTb
Pa3oK, peluia OTIPABUTHCS 32 BOIOW K ONM3JIeXKaIeMy pyYbo.
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OH pacnionarajicsi Ha caMOl rpaHMIIe 3aCHEKEHHOTO Jieca U TOJISTHKY, HA KOTOPOM CHET CHOBA
CcTasi1, OOHAXUB YEPHBII KOBEP U3 OMABIIMX JIMCThEB M KOJIKOM CYXOM XBOM.

Bona B HeMm Bcerja Obuta BKycHa W uMcTa. Hezamep3amoiieid YyepHOi 3Meei0 BUIach OHa MeX
OeJbIX 3acCHeKeHHBIX Oeperos, u ExnHka, Habupast XpycTaiabHOUM BOAbI B BEAEPKO, JIIOOOBAJIACH CHE-
TUpSIMU, OOBEJAOIIMMU PSIOMHY C YePHBIX BETBEH, U CIIyIIajia MeCHH pydbsi, KOTOpBIE TOT MeJl, pa3-
HOCS1 U3 110 BCEMY JIECY...

- ...Cuanarpb u cbhecTb, 1OKa CIUT, Xe-Xe-Xe...

- ...O06rnonare KocTouky nodena!

- ...CBapuTth B OOJIBIIIOM KOTJIE!

ExuHKa, 10 TOro MOMEHTa CJIOBHO 33/IpeMaBIliasi Mol Kyp4yaHue pydbs IO TJIAJKUM KaMerl-
KaM, B3/IPOTHYJIA ¥ OYHYJIACh, C TPEBOTOM MPUCITYIIAIACH K CKPEKEITYIIUM 3I00HBIM T0JI0caMm, pas-
JAIOIIMMCS ¢ TIPOTUBOMOJIOKHOTO Oepera pyuenka.

Tpu rpsI3HBIX KY4H MPEJIbIX JIUCTHEB, HEYKJTIOKE IIEBEIISAIIMXCS HA MOKPOM 3eMJIe, TIOXOXKHE Ha
OXHUBIIMX XMMEP C MEP3KMMH YPOIUTUBBIMUA MOPIIAMH, €/1Ba CIIBIIITHO MEPEroBapuBAIUCh MEK COOOM.
ExviHKe M paHbllle Ka3ajJoch, YTO OHA CIBIIIUAT CEPOUTHIE TOJI0Cca, KOrja BeTep nepeOupa JMCThs,
yIaBIKe B OCEHHIO TPaBy, HO HUKOT/Ia 3TU Pa3roBOPHI He ObLIO TaK SIBHBI, KAK CETOIHS, U HUKOTAA
B HUX He OBUIO CTOJIBKO 37I00BI.

Ot ucnyra ExuHka efiBa He BBIITCTHIIA CBOE BEIPO U BCKPUKHYJIA, IOICKOUMB Ha HOrv. OnHa
U3 Ky - Ta, 4YTO OblIa CAaMOU MaJIeHHPKOM M COCTOsIJIa @ OCHOBHOM M3 TEePeIOMaHHBIX Oyper CyXux
BETBEM, KOe-KaK MPHUCHITIAHHBIX JIMCTBOM, - 00EpHYJIa CBOIO YepHYI0 HeJ0OPYI0 (PU3MOHOMUIO K 000-
MJIEBIIEH OT cTpaxa ExxuHKe 1 Ta yBUena 37100HbIe IIa3KU U3 YyTh MOOIECKUBAIONIETO MEK JIUCTHEB
TYCKJIOT'O MYTHOTO JIbJ]a CO BMEP3IIAM B HETO MEJIKUM MYCOPOM.

- CrpimT Hac? - MPOCKpeXkeTana CKPUITy YMMH NaJTKaMH Kyda U BAPYT MOAHSLIACh, OOHAPYKHB
TOIIME JJTMHHBIE HOTY M3 KPUBOTO OypesioMa.

- W Bunut Hac! - nonrBepania Bropas Kyya. Ee HOXKM ObLTM KOPOTKHUE U TOJICThIE, KaK TPyX-
JISIBbIE TIEHBKH, U € MPUXOJWIOCh PyKaMH U3 JIMCThEB MOJHUMATH BOJIOYAIIEeCs M0 3eMJIE ITy30.

A TpeTbsl Kydya HUYEro He CKa3aJa.

CJIOBHO TOJIOAIHBIN AWKUI BOJIK OHA KPAAyIIUMUCS IIaraMu mogo0panach K caMoMy pyublo U
CKJIOHMJIACh HaJl HUM, HIOXas BOIY.

- Koro 370 BBI checTh coOOpanuch? - BRIKpUKHY/Ia ExXMHKa, 4yBCTBYS, Kak Cep/lle ee 3aMUpaeT
ot cTpaxa. OHa OTCTynMiIa Ha3aja, MPUXKUMAas K cede CBOe BeIpO C BOJIOW, U KY4YM PACXOXOTAJIUCh
MPOTUBHBIM 3JI0PAJHBIM XOXOTOM.

- Koposnst, Kopons! - Bonmim oHu pagocTHo.

- OH cam sBWICS B Haul Jiec!

- OH cam BUHOBAT!

- OH BKYyCHBIi1, OH HABEpHSKA BKYCHBbIi1!

PacriyruBasi cHerupei, Ha psAOMHY CNIMKHMPOBAI MajieHbKHE YepHble TPUOHBI - CO3/IAHUS
CTpAIIIHO 37I00HbIe U MPOTHBHBIE. Kpblibsi Y HUX OBUTH YepHee, YeM y BOPOH, a MacTH - 37ee, YeM
y Kycauux co0akK.

I'puchbonoB ObUTO Tak MHOTO, yTO EXMHKa OT cTpaxa M OTYasiHUs €/1Ba HE pa3pbliaiach; OT
naBoux-Tporx Koporsb emeE orodbeTcss, HO OT JecsTKa yKe Bps JIM. A MX HAJIETeNO CTOJBbKO, YTO
psiOMHA COTHY/IACh MO MX YEPHBIMU TEJIAMH, CHET TOTaJIall C € MOHUKIIIMX BETBEH.

- OH cruT B JIECHOM JIOMUKe! - KapKaiu OHH, pa3eBas 3ydacThle mactu. - Kpenko crnut, ycra-
abiid! OH He POCHETCs, CM 3a0UTh TIEYHYI0 TPYOy JMCThSMH M TIOINIePeTh JBepH !

- Ho Koposnb xopormuii, - B OTYasTHUM BBIKPUKHYJIA OHA. - 3a4€M Bbl 3aMBIIIUISIET TPOTUB HETO
nypHoe?!

OTtBeToM et ObLT 37I0M XOXOT, CKpeXeT U BOPOHUH TOMOH.
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- I'nynast neBuonka! XopoIuii, XOpOIIuH, - MBIXTEIX MYCOPHbIE Ky4H. - A OyAeT e Jiydiie,
KOTJa JISDKET KOCTOUKAMH B YEPHYIO JIUCTBY...

[lnenast HEYKTIOKUMHU TSKENBIMU HOTaMU 110 BOJE, MYCOpPHbIE Ky4H Tepenuid pydyel, 1 Ha
3aCHEeXKEHHOM Oepery HacTpsilaid HEpSIIUIMBBIX UYEPHBIX MMATEH, OCTaBJss 32 COOOW CIMITIIMECS
JIMCTBSI K MEJTKUE IIETIKH.

Ha npyrom, yepHom Gepery, camu 1o cede, O)KUBAJIM BCe HOBBIE M HOBBIE Ky4H, CKATHIBASCh,
KaK KOMbsI M3 CHera JJIs CHETOBUKOB. JIOBKO MpMIIAKUBAIUCH pacTpENaHHbIe YPOJTUBbBIE TOIOBHI Ha
TOJICThIe OechopMeHHbIe Tesla, BBITYCKAJIUCh PYKU U HOTH, COCTOSIINE U3 CKPYUYEHHBIX MPYThEB U
MAJIOK.

- 51 He mo3BoIMIO BaM TpoHYTh Koposis, - 00peu€HHbIM rosiocoM rpousHecia ExuHka, Tisiis, Kak
BparoB CTAHOBUTCS Bce OoJIbIe M OOJbIe, KaK UX )KYTKUMH HETIOBOPOTIMBBIMU (PUTYpaMH HAIO-
HSIETCS JIeC.

Benpo rpsaHynoch 03eMb, OKaTUB ee MPOXyAUBIINeCs OallIMaku JeAsSHON Bojmon, HO ExuHka
CJIOBHO He 3aMeTwjia 3Toro. Hammapus mon cHerom najiky, o0J1oMaHoOe MOJIOJAEHBKOE JepeBlo, OHa
TIOJIHSJTa €€ HaJ| TOJIOBOM, U €€ MBIIIMHbIE TJIa3KM THEBHO 3aCBEPKAJIH.

- [Ipous! - BeIKpUKHY/IA ExXWHKa, pazMaxuBasi MaJIKOUW, OTTOHSISI JIMCTBEHHbBIE Ky4H C IPOTOII-
TaHHOW €10 TPOIMHKH, 3aChIlIaHHOM eJ10BoM XBoeil. - He cmeiite!

Xpsich! - ¥ ee majka HaBoe pa3OriIa caMmylo TOJICTYIO JIMCTBEHHYIO Ky4y, HO Ta, COOMpast JINCThSI
BIIEPEMEIIIKY CO CHEroM, crpedia cede eré Oosbliiee My30 U CHOBA TOIHSIACh HA CBOM KOPOTCHBKHE
TPYXJISIBbIE HOXKKHU.

3nple yepHble rpuoHBl HaeTenn Ha EXKWHKY, cTerast eil 1o JIMIYy KPbUIbSIMH, BICTHJIVICh
JeCATKaMU OCTPBIX KOTTEeH B ee Ik, B BOJIOCHI, B TIAJIKY, CTApasiCh BBIPBATh OPYKUE U3 PYK JEB-
YOHKH, HO OHA He claBajack. Jlaxke Koraa 3Ta rajsiias 371as cTasi IpUHsUIAch sPOCTHO Kycath ee,
OHa He OTITYCTHJIa CBOIO MAJIKY M MPOJOJIKMIA OTOMBATHCS OT HUX, PblAasi OT OECCUIINS U UCTIYTA.

- Ckopee, ckopee! - ckpuriesia Kyda, pa3MaxuBasi peIXJIbIMA pyKamu. - PaccBeT yxke OMM30K!
Ona ne ycnieer nipenynpeauts Kopossi! He yerieer! U o He ycnieeT mpoCHYTbCS. ..

- NHorna, - IpocTHO MPOPOKOTAJIO HaJL TIOJISTHKOM, - Koposist mpenynipexaath He HaJlo, OH cam
BCE BUIMT!

Ha mrHoBeHue BO3/1yx HEBEPOSITHO MOTEILIEN, TaK, YTO Kyua, COCTpsIaBiiasi cede KUBOT U3
CHEra BIEPEMEXKY C JIMCTbSIMH, MOATasIa U cKocoOoumnack. CTajio CBETNIO, TaK CBETJIO, CIIOBHO
COJIHIIE PEIIMJIO MOAHSTHCS MOPaHbIe U Cpa3y BCKapaOKaThCs B 3¢HUT; U ExuHKa, ¢ ruiauemM oTou-
BAIOIIASCS OT 3MMOIIMX YEPHBIX TPU(POHOB, MOUYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO €i B €€ MHOTOUYHCIICHHBIX OfIEKKAX
HECTEPIIMMO KapKo.

A 35100HBIE TBapH, €II€ MUHYTY Ha3a] KpyXallrecsl Hall Hel0 C BOPOHBUMHU KPUKAMH, BIPYT
pasneTenuch C BOIUISIMU, 32 UCKJTIOUEHUEM TeX, KTO Morajiall, OOyIJIeHHbIH, B CTPEMHUTENILHO TAIOIIUI
CHeT.

ExuHKa, Tak ¥ He BBIMYCTUBINASA U3 PYK MaJIKy, MOACKOUYWIA. B mbuTy OMTBH OHA TOTEpsiia
OfIMH OalMak, KOTOPBI CTalllUJI C €€ HOTM OIWH M3 TPU(OHOB, HA IIEKe ee KpacoBajlach CBEXKas
napanuHa. C pagoCTHBIM KPUKOM 0OepHYJIaCh OHA K CIIACHUTEJIO - U 3aMepJIa, MOTOMY UTO 3a CIIMHOM
€€ pacipaBJyisT KPbLIbsi MOJIOJOM aiblil [IpakoH.

Cpazy ObUIO BUIHO, YTO OH OYEHb 30JT; €r0 IJ1a3a FOPey TaK, YTO ¥ OIHOTO B3JIsa B HUX OBLIO
JOCTaTOYHO, YTOO 37I00HOE MYCOPHOE BOWCKO TOTYAC pacxoTtesio Hanaaath Ha Kopons u Exusky u
PEeTHpPOBAJIOCh, CTeHasi U MOBU3rMBasl OoT crpaxa. Ho He B maHax [pakoHa ObUIO OTITyCKaTh UX; U
MOTOMY OH PACKpPbLT CBOIO CTPAIIHYIO MACTh U BHIILTIOHYJ CTPYIO OEJI0ro IJIaMeHH, KOTOPOe CXKUTAIO
JIMCTBEHHBIE KY4YH B OJJIH MUT, OCTaBJIsIsI ITOCJIe HUX JIUIIb TOPCTKY IBIMSIIETOCs Tera.

ExuHKe ObLJIO OYEHb CTPAIITHO; HO OTYEro-TO OHA He MpHUIyMasia HUYero yMHee, YeM KPEerKo
3aKPHITh JIMIO PyKaMU U CTOSITh TaK, He ABUrasich. Eif kazanock, uto [IpakoH, nmpeciemysi Heroases,
YUZIET C TOJISIHBI, HO OH BCTaJI MPSIMO HAaJl HEel0, OTTOPOIMII €¢ CBOMMH JIallaMH OT PasJeTaloNIXCsI
3JI00HBIX TPU(POHOB U MPOAOIKUI MATUTh U TAJUTh UX, TIOKA TOCJISTHUIA 3I00HBIN TIHCK HE CTUX

37



K. ®pec. «Koposnb [IpakoHOB: cuiibHEE CMEPTH»

HaJ1 UCTOINTAHOW YEPHOU MOJISTHOM, MMOKa MOCJIEIHSIs JIMCTBEHHAs] Kyva He PacChayiach TCIONIMMU
YepHbIMU YenTyiikamu. TosbKo mociie 3Toro JIpakoH nepecras IieBaThes IJIaMeHeM U CMOJIK, a Ha
11ey EXXMHKY ONyCTHIINCD JIaJOHU, U 3HAKOMBIH - KOPOJIEBCKUA, - FOJIOC CIIPOCHIL:

- Hamyranacn?

38



K. ®pec. «Koposnb [IpakoHOB: cuiibHEE CMEPTH»

I'naBa 6. Ctpax KopoJas 3umbl

- Koneuno, Hamyranace. Kto He ucnyrascs 6sl Jpakona? 1o ypouBbie, 37I00HbIE CO3aHMS,
KpoBokaHble TBapu! Pa3Be MoxHO uX He OoAThCA?

Bronb Belomierocsi Mex 3acHeXXeHHBIX OeperoB pydubs marana OceHb, 3amMeTasi OOrOpeBIIyIo
JIUCTBY TOJOJIOM CBOEro Oesloro MCHOpPYEHHOro Iuiaths. Benen 3a Helo, 1uenas MnoAnaJeHHbIMU
Iy3aMH 10 NOJATASIBILIEMY CHETY, MOJI3/IM Napa MEJIKMX Ky4, YyTh MOJMNAJEHHBIX, HO, OJHAKO, YLIEJIeB-
mmx. OHU XHBIKQJIM ¥ HBUIH, katysach OceHun Ha cBou OoeBble paHeHHs. Ho Ta co 3710CThI0 OTTAJIKU-
BaJla MX OOCOM HOTOM, HAPOUHO HACTYIaJla Ha UX JIMCTBEHHBIE JIANKH, M KyUd XHBIKAJIM eIlle rpoMye
Y roplie, He Hail[d yTeleHUs U JacKU.

JIuno OceHn OBITIO MEPTBEHHO-0JIEIHO, C TEMHBIMH KpYTraMu TOJ I7Ia3aMH, [IBETa UCTOITAH-
HOTO CHera, NepeMellaHHOIO C CepbIM IeruioM JiMcTheB. KopoHa Ha ee rosoBe pacrepsiia CBOIO
SIPKOCTb U OCTaJICS JIMIIb YEPHBIM OCTOB, IIEPEITyTAHHBIE YEPHBIE BETBU, T0jIble M MepTBble. OCEeHb
3JIMJ1acCh; €€ CIYTM OKA3aJIMCh CIIMIIKOM CJ1a0bl, HETOBOPOTIIMBEI M XPYNKHU MpoTHB Maruu Kopoos
JIpakoHOB, OH pa3MeTall U YHUUTOXUJI UX OJJHUM CBOUM [JbIXaHUEM, He JJaJl IepedTr pydel - CTpaH-
HYIO, TAMHCTBEHHYIO I'DaHUIly, KOTOPYIO OHH JIOJrO HE MOIVIA Iepecedb, He HaXOOWIM CHJI, a BOT
TeTepb HAIIUIM - ¥ IPOUTIPAJIU B CXBaTKe ¢ JleMbEHOM.

W orroro 6e3ymHas OceHb Oecuiiach; Majblibl €€ HEPBHO CXKUMAJUCh, OCTPblE HOI'TH BIMBAJIMCH
B JIAJIOHU, ¥ OHA CO 3JIOCTHIO NIPUKYCHIBAJIA I'yObl, BBIIYMBIBAsl, KaK Obl MOOOJIbHEE PAHHUTH, YTO OBl
CKa3aTh TAKOT'O OOMTHOTO OOEIUTENIO, YTOOBI EMY CTaJIO HETIEPEHOCHMO CTBITHO M CTPAIITHO - POBHO
TaK *ke, Kak ei, IPOUTpaBIlIEH.

Ha mur JlembeHy OKa3aJ10Ch, YTO B €€ JOKAJIMBBIX I71a3aX OH BUAMUT UCIYT, IIOUTH yKac, KaKoi
UCIIBITHIBAIOT SI3BIYHUKU MPH BUE OXKUBILEro 00kKa, HO OCeHb MOPrHyJia, CTpax pacTBOPUJICA B ee
MYTHBIX 3pauKax.

- JlaBaii, ckaxu ey, - 37100HO U BKPaAUMBO MPOAOKMIA OHA, KMBKOM TOJIOBbI yKa3aB Ha
ExuHKy, KOTOpasi OT UcCIlyra npuxanach K JleMbeHy, cripsrana cBOe JIMIIO Ha €ro Ipyau, - OTKyAa
TYT B3SJICA JPAKOH, U KyAa OH noTtoM neics! Ckaxuy 3ToM NIYNOW YPOIIMBOM JEBUOHKE, - OceHb
3JI00HO pacxoXxoTallack, - KTO Ha 3TOM NOJISIHE caMoe CTpaliHoe uygoBuie! A Tbl, - OCeHb INIsHY/Ia Ha
npuTUXINyio EXXMHKY Tak JIIOTO, YTO, Ka3aJI0Ch, EIle MUT - U cefiuac HaOpOCHTCS Ha OE/THYIO IEBOUKY,
BLIETIUTCS B €€ JIUIIO HOI'TSIMU, pa3aupasi KOXKY /10 KPOBH, - YPOMJIMBAs HUKYEMHAS 3aMaparika, riy-
nasi TPyCJMBasi HULIEHKA, IOCMOTPU BHUMATEJIbHO Ha CBOEro moiozoro npekpacHoro Kopoms! Ha
€ro IIEJIKOBbIE BOJIOCH], B €T0O Ccephle I71a3a! 3aloMHHA XOPOIIEHBKO €r0 KPacuBBIE YEPTHI, €I0 OCIe-
MUTEJIBHYIO YJIBIOKY, TIOTOMY YTO KOIJa OH MOKAXeT CBO€ UCTUHHOE JIMLIO, Thl 3aIulayelllb OT CTpaxa
Y OoTBpaleHus!
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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