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I'maBa 1

«Becna», — nogymaina Cogus, He OTKpbIBas IJ1a3.

Beuepom nepes CHOM OHa pacriaxHyJa OKHO, ¥ TeNIepb B JIMLIO AyJ1 IPOXJIaJHbIN BETEPOK, Max-
HYILIMIA MOKPOH 3eMJIEN 1 HAOyXIIMMU TIOYKaMH, M XOTEJIOCh YIbIOaThesl. YIIbIOaThesi HECMOTPSI HU
Ha 4yTO. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, M3Hb MPOJIOIKAETCS, U OHU €O BceM crpassrtcsi. KoneuHo, cnpassaTes!

B 3T yTpeHHMEe MUHYTBI, KOT/Ia B KOMHATE MaxJIO CBEXKECThIO, a Ha YJIMLE PaJOCTHO U UTPUBO
YUpHKaia Kakas-To NTUYKA, B yIAYHBIN MCXO iesia BEpUIIOCh 0cOOeHHO. Pa3Be MoskeT ObITh MHaYe,
KOTJa 32 OKHOM — Takasi BecHa?..

— Cod¢u, BcraBai! — mnocyblaics B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM T'OJIOC MAaT€pU, U CEKYHIY CIIyCTs C
Coduu cnépryam ogesyio. Cpasy cTajio JEMOHCKM XOJIOJHO, U OHa, MOATSHYB KOJIEHU K I'PyIH, BCE-
TAaKM OTKPbLIA I71a3a, IIyPsCh OT IPKOTO COJIHIA — MaMa Y:ke ycIesa U LITOpbl paciiaxHyTb. — Bcra-
Baii, Copust Taym, TeOs KayT BeTUKHUE jenal

— Kakue em€ Benukue gena? — ynplOHy/lach OHA, YKYThIBasg KOJEHU B IOA0J HOYHOMN
pyOariku. — Tsl x04elb, YTOOH 51 TOMorJIa Tebe coOpaTh OYKETHI?

— Her, — otBernia aiina Tanu, cena Ha MOCTeNb PSAIOM C JOYEPBIO M CyHYJa €l Moj HOC
KaKy1o-To rasery. — CMoTpH.

Codus, B3JOXHYB — BCE ke OHa C YIOBOJbCTBUEM MOcHaia Obl €IE MUHYT MATHAAIATh, —
oryctuia ronoy. [lepen Heil Jiexan «3010To Opén» — exeHeBHAsI CTONIMYHAs ra3era. Tak, u uto?

— Bor! — Mawma TkHyna nasibiieM B 0ObsiBIEHHE Ha MEpBOil rojoce. — Yuraii!

«B nmmneparopckuii qBopernt Tpedyercst aHbsH*. ['padk padoTsl 5/2, OKJ1aa Mo JOroBOPEHHO-
cru. Hanmmume turtyna He urpaet poiu. Homep Opacnera cBssu. ..»

(* Tak B AnibraHHe Ha3bIBAIOT T'YBEPHAHTKY WX HSHIO. — 31€Ch U Jajiee IPUMEYaHne aBTopa.)

Codus, 1rypsich — Iia3a Cle3WINCh CO CHAa, — IMPOYJIa Ha BCAKUM cilydail emeé pas, u enie.

— Bpone [leHp myta TOabKO 4epe3 Mecsl... — MpoOOpMOTaia OHA, UCTIBITHIBAS CUJIbHOE
’KeJlaHue MoObICTpee BCTaTh M IPOMBITS I1a3a. 1 He motomy 4to oHu ciie3utick. [Ipocto y He€ siBHble
raJuUTIOLMHALIUHY. . .

— 41 Toxe noHavyasly He MoBepuJIa, — KMBHYA aiyla Tami. — [lotom cBsA3anack 1o sTomy
HOMepy, TaM >KEeHIIMHA, OHa CKa3aJia, YTO BCE ICMCTBUTEIIBHO TAK U €CJIM MEHS1 MHTEPECYeT BaKaHCHs,
TO CErOAHS K MOJTYJHIO HaJ10 MOJIONTH K 3aI1aIHOMY BXOJly UMIiepaTopckoro asopua. K manomy Bxony,
IS CIIyT. A pasibiie npoBofAr. [lonaems ?

B ronoce matepu 6b10 cTOIBKO Haiek b, 4TO Cobusi He permmiach e€ pa304apoBbIBATh.

— Moiiny, na. Cnacu6o, 4to pazOyauIa.

Avina Tanu pacuena OT pagoCTH.

— Ommuno! Toraa cryckaiicsi, 6yaeM 3aBTpakaTh, — YMOKHYB JI0Yb B JI0O, OHA TTOYTH MooOe-
’aJja K IBEpU — CJIOBHO NOBEpUJIa B CKa3Ky.

Codus noeepHysnach K OKHY, B KOTOPOE CBETUJIO SIPKOE BECEHHEE COJIHIIE, U MOAyMala, YTo
e, KOHEYHO, TOKE OYEHb XOUEeTCSl BEPUTh.

JIBe Hepenu Hazax ymep orelt Coduu U IByX €€ CECTEpP, U XOTA Y HEE€ CIIOKWINACh C HUM He
OYeHb XOpOIlIME OTHOLLIEHUS], BCE PABHO — IOCJIE €ro CMepTH ObLIo He 1o cede. OHa MpUBBIKIA K
OTLIOBCKOMY I'POMKOMY T'OJIOCY U TAKOMY K€ CMEXY — OT HEro JIpOXKaJli CTEKJIA B OKHAX JIoMa, — K
TOMY, UYTO MOBCIONY JIeXKaT ero BelH, Ja)ke K cCOpaM OTLA C MaTepblo OHA JJaBHO MTPUBBIKJIA.

AitHap Tau ObLT YeTTOBEKOM BECENBIM U 0e33200THBIM, TOUHEE CKa3aTh Oe3aadepHbIM. JIiooun
OH BBIITUTh, YAaCTEHbKO HE MPUXOAWII, a MPUIOI3T JOMOM, U MOTOM KJISUICS, YTO OOJIbIlle HUKO-
raa-HUKorga Tak He Oyaet. Ho Henenm yepes iBe — B JIydllleM Cillydae — BCE OIATh MOBTOPSIIOCH,
n aita Tanm gaBHO MaxHysna Ha Myxa pykon. OT poauTeseld OHa yHacjaeJoBala MaJEHbKUHA JOM
Ha LenrpanbHoil yuue Hooit ['paarn — Ha nepBoM 3Taxe HaXOAUIUCh UX CEMEIHBIN 1IBETOUHBIN
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Mara3uH4YMK ¥ KyXHs, a Ha BTOPOM — WJIble KOMHaThl. Beero-to Tpu cniasibhu. HeBenmko Gorar-
cTBO, HO Copusi c MaMON TOPOKUIIN U ITUM.

Uepes napy jHel 1mocjie CMepTy OTLa K HUM B JIOM IpUIIia O0efa — OrpOMHOE KOJMYECTBO
HeoIUlaueHHbIX 101roB DiiHapa Tanmu. Cyera mocTynanu o noyre, cyeta U paclMCKU MPUHOCUIN
CIyKalie I0pUAnYecKuX KoHTop. OKas3aioch, OTel] y&ke HECKOJIBKO JIET Urpal B KapThl — Jia, MO
MEJIOUH, HO STOH «MeJIOUM» HAaKOIUJIOCh TAKOE KOJTMUYECTBO, YTO /1711 MOTaIleHusI I0Tra TpeOOBaIOCh
YTO-TO Mpofark. JInbo mMarasuH, 160 kBapTupy. IIpogaTh KBapTHpPY MO MOHATHBIM TPUIUHAM OBLIO
HEBO3MOXHO, a Mara3uH... Mama Codun npopadotana TaMm BCIO KU3Hb, U 0a0yIIKa C JIeTyITKON
Toxe... Kak Tyt npongamns? U Kyaa B TakOM citydae ycTpanBathbest padotath aiiie Tamu? 3a KBapTupy
Be/Ib HYKHO TUIaTHTh, U 32 00y4YeHue Touepeil — TOxe.

SiiHap u Cuntus Tamu ObuTM 0O0BIYHBIMEU JTIOABMU, a BOT Codust, Dnu3a u Po3u obmagamm
MarmueckuM apom. 1o 3akoHy poauTeNH TakuX AeTel IUIATUIA HAJIOTH 32 BOBMOXKHOCTb OOyUeHU s
Marvu, ivHaye HUKaKkoro 0Oy4eHHs He MPEeAIonarajioch. AJbTepHATHBA, KOHEUYHO, UMeJach — B CIIy-
yae, ecim peOEHOK ObLT CUPOTON WJIM €ro POOUTENIM He MOIIM OIJIauynBaTh OOy4eHHe, OH TUIATH
cam, paboTast Ha UMIEPHIO TIoclie OKOHYaHUs UHCTUTYTa. Coduio, cllaBa 3allUTHULIE, TaKas Cyap0a
000IIlTa CTOPOHON — OHA, 3aKOHYMB MHCTUTYT IATH JIET Ha3a[, IJIaThjia MUHUMAJIbHbIE HAJIOTH: 32
HaJIM4Ke J1apa, TIOIOXOIHbIH, 1 Oosbie Hu4ero. Ho uto tenepsb craner ¢ Dnu3oit u Po3u?..

Tak ObLJIO yCTpOEHO OOIIECTBO B MX POAHOMN cTpaHe AjbranHe. Korma-To jaBHO Marusi siBiisi-
JIach IPEpPOraTUBOM apUCTOKPAaTHX, HOCUBILEN (paMUJIMM, HAUMHAIOIMeCs Ha «A», «b» i «B» u
3aKaHYMBAIOIIUECS HAa «YC», HO C TEUEHUEM BPEMEHU M B OOBIYHBIX CEMbSIX CTAJIU MOSIBIISATHCS JETH
¢ napom. [loHavany oHu He 3HaJIM, Kyl MOJAThCS C STOM CBOEH Maruem, a 3aTeM KTO-TO U3 UMIIe-
PaToOpOB CMEKHYJI, YTO HAa TOM MOXHO 3apa0d0TaTh, M BBET HAJIOT HA MATUIO Il HE-apUCTOKPATUH.
Xouelb y9uThCsl — U3BOJIb IUIATUTh. W B qasnbHeriem, padoTasi 1o CrieluanibHOCTH, TUIATH.

K mongoGHo# cucteme Bce MPHUBHIKIIM, U, XOTSI HEJJOBOJIBHBIX OBUIO MHOTO, JIIOIU MPOIOIIKAIIH
XKUTb TI0 TEM 3aKOHaM, KOTOpbIE TUKTOBAJIa UM UMIlepaTopcKasi Biactb. Ho BoceMb JieT Haszaj, koraa
Ha MPEeCTOoJ B3OIIEN UMIepaTtop ApeH, Cpeld apucCTOKPAaTUU U He-apUCTOKPAaTHX HAYaIuCh pasro-
BOPBI, YTO OH COOMPAETCS IIOMEHSATh YCTOM.

Hukto He Bepun. Codusi B To Bpems yumiach B MHCTUTYTe MPHUKIAAHBIX HAayK, HA BTOPOM
Kypce, ¥ 10 CUX TOp MIOMHMJIA, KaK MPerojiaBaTesib UCTOPUU AJIbIaHHbI Kauall TOJIOBOM:

— Jla He ObIBaTh 3TOMY HUKOT/A!

OH ommbcs. 3aKOH 0 HEHACJeICTBEHHOH Tiepeiaye TUTYIOB ObUT MPUHAT COBETOM apXuMma-
TUCTPOB M UMIIEPATOPOM MECSI] Ha3al — M TeTlepb pa3pelaioch 3aKI04aTh Opaku MexIy aprucTo-
KpaTamMy ¥ OOBIYHBIMU JIIOABMU. TUTYI IIEpeXoanI K CYNpyTy WIH CYIpyTe, a 3aTeM MepeaaBaics ux
netrsim. [IpaBaa, moka mocie ykasa Takoi Opak 3aKJIoumia TOJBKO OfIHA Tapa; Mo KpalHel mepe, B
CTOJUIIE Je7I0 0OCTOSIIO MIMEHHO TaK, a Kak B Apyrux ropogax — Codus He 3Hala U He MHTEePeco-
Basack. [locie cMepTH OTIA e ObLIIO He 10 TIOJTUTUKH.

Uro nmponaBaTh — KBapTUpy WIM MarasuH? A eciad HUYEero He NpojaBaTh, Kak kuTh? Jloar
HAJI0 3aIUIaTUTh B T€YEHHE Mecsilia — TaK MOCTAaHOBKJI CyaA. AJIBOKAT CKa3all, YTO MOKHO TOOUThCS
OTCPOYKHM Ha MMOJIrofa ¥ BBIIUIAYMBATH IEHBIM MTOCTENIEHHO, HO JJa’Ke 9TO BPSiL JIM CMIACET UX C MAMOIA.
Cnumikom Oonbinast cymma. Codust mocunTana — 4ToObl IOracCUTh AONT 32 TOATofA M MPU STOM
OCTaThCs C KBAPTUPOW M Mara3MHOM, e ¢ MaMOi He0OXOIMMO 3apadaThIBaTh B YeThIpe pa3a OoJblIlie,
YyeM ceiyac.

A oHa ceituac BooOIe He padoTana. bena, kak M3BeCTHO, He IPUXOIUT OJJHA: TP HE/IENIU Ha3a]
POIUTENN IBYX MaJbIeN-OMM3HeoB, Y KOTopbix Codusi OblIa aHbsIH, OOBSBUIN, YTO Ye3kKaloT Ha
10T U3-32 paOOTHI I7IaBBI CEMENCTBA, a CJIeI0BATENIbHO, Yepe3 Be HeJeu e€ YCIyrH OyIyT He HYKHBI.
IMocne storo Coust yxe cemb JHEHN UcKasia padoTy — U HE HaXOAWIIA.

Brie3ts B npyrue nonrd, 3aHATh y Apy3ed M pOACTBEHHUKOB, YTOOBI 3aruiatuth 3TH? HeBos-
MoxHO. Y DitHapa Taim BooO1ie He ObUI0 POICTBEHHUKOB — OH POC B MIPUIOTE MOCTIe THOSTN POIu-
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TeJIel, CTOJIKHYBIIMXCS ¢ leMoHamu ['eeHHbl, a y Mambl Copur pOICTBEHHUKOB SIBHO HEIOCTABAIIO
IJIs1 OTUIATHI CTOJIb OOJIBIIION CYyMMBI.

Tynuk.

WNuTepecHo, kakoii Ok1aj y aHbsiH Bo 1Bopue? HaBepHoe, NpuInyHbIi, HO. ..

Codust yapIOHYIaCh M TIOKayaia rojioBoi. [71yrmo mMeuTraTh 0 TOM, 4TO €€ MOTYT MpPUHSATH Ha
paboty Bo gBopenl. OHa He apUCTOKpATKa, & BCErO JIMIIb CIAa0bIii Mar ¢ MATUJIETHUM CTa)eM (ECIH
HE CUUTaTh TPEX JIET NMPAKTUKU B CAMOM MHCTUTYTE). Bo 1BOpell HaBepHsiKa OepyT TOJBKO OMBITHBIX
aHbsIH, Y KOTOPBIX «HU3 YIIEei» TOpYaT peKOMEHAAIMU OT Mpeapaynmx padorogareneit. Y Codwun,
KOHEYHO, PEeKOMEHAINH TOKE €CTh, HO BCEro JIMIIb YeThipe. [la, Bce ommmyHble. TOMbKO. ..

OHna, MHYB OfIesJI0 HOTOM, BCKOYMJIA C TOCTENIM U, TOMAasl MO JEPEBSIHHOMY MOy OOCBIMU
HOraMu, Tiotoeskalia K 3epkaty. 3epKajbHasi MOBEpXHOCTh OTpa3uiia JAEeBYIIKY ¢ BO30YXIEHHO OJe-
CTAIIIMMU CEepPbIMHU IVIa3aMH — Kak OyATo y He€ Temmeparypa! — BCKJIOKOYEHHBIMU KyAPSIBHIMU
BOJIOCAMHU SIPKO-PBIKETO 11BETa — CPOYHO MpUYecaTh! — KPaCHBIMH IIIEKaMH 1 OCTPBIMH, OJIEAHBIMH,
MOYTH CUHUMHU JIPOKAIIMMHU KOJIEHKaMH, KOTOpbIe TOpYaTl U3-11oj1 HouHymmky. €k nmokpacHen,
KOJICHKHM TOOEJIeNTN U IpoKaT — BOT 4TO C Hel caenai crpax! U... Hagexna.

A BApYT JEWCTBUTEIIBHO. .. TIOTYYUTCS?

[Mouru Bech raprepod Coduu cocTosi U3 CephIX U KOPUUHEBBIX TUIaTheB. K cepo-KopuyHe-
BbIX. XOTs... ObUIH emE U TEMHO-3€JIEHbIC, ¥ TTApOUYKa YEPHBIX. A 3a4eM el MHOTO CBETJIbIX, €CJIH,
paboTast aHbsiH, BEYHO naukaenibcsi? Ha TéeMHOM XOTs1 Obl Tpsi3b He Tak 3ameTHa. KoHeuHo, G0bIMH-
CTBO IATEH MPEKPACHO U OBICTPO CBOISATCS Maruel, a ¢ ObIToBbIMU 3akarHaHussMu y Coun Beceraa
ObLJT TIOJTHBI MOPSIZIOK, HO. .. IAJIEKO HEe BCE MATHA TaK CTOBOPYMBHI. A BOT J€TH — MPAKTHUYECKH BCE
o4eHb n3oOperartesbHbL. W nydine noocrepedbcs 3apaHee.

B uém xe unru Bo nBopen?

Pyku 3ackonb3wiv Baosib TKaHed. E€ pbikue BOJNIOCH, KOHEUHO, JIy4llle CMOTPSITCSL C TEMHO-
3en€HbM. .. Jla, mycTh Oyaer BoT 370 1iathe. [llepcTsHoe, TEMHO-3e1éHoe, ¢ JUIMHHBIMEA pyKaBaMuy
1 nosicoM. B campiii pas.

Codmus OpicTpo cOerasia B BAaHHYIO, YMbUIACh M, HAJIEB TIAThe, 3aIuiesia B KOCY HEMOCITYIIHbIE
BOJIOCBHI. MaJ1o TOro, 4To pblKUe, TaK €IlE U BbIOTCS MEJIKMMU NPy KUHKAMU, U UX CTOJIBKO, YTO KOCa
rosTy4yaeTcst ToJICTeHHas1, ¢ Kynak. Hu y koro u3 cemeiictBa Tam He Ob10 Takux Bosioc. KyapsiBeie
— J1a, HO HE pbLKUE.

Mawma u cécTpbl yke cuienu Ha KyxHe u 3aBTpakaiu. [lectmiernas Po3u yHbuIO ena Katy,
YKPaJIKOH TOIJISI/IBIBAs B LIGHTP CTOJA, T/Ie KPacoBaJIOCh OO0 CO CIaKUMU OyJIOUYKaMu, a Du3a,
KOTOPOH [1Ba MecsiIa Ha3a ]l UCTIOHIIOCh ABEHAIIATh, XKeBaa OyrepOpos, risas B KHury. OHa Tak
moOwuIa YMTaTh, YTO AENaja 3TO MOYTH KPYIJIOCYTOUHO — U Mama ¢ Coduelt TaBHO MaxXHYJIM PyKOM
U TIEPECTaIM MBITAThCSI OTOPBATh PEOEHKA OT KHUTU XOTSI ObI BO BpeMsI €/Ibl.

Ho, ycapblmas maru cectpsl, Du3a OTI0KWIA KHUTY cama.

— Ho6poe ytpo, Codu! — ckazana oHa 3BOHKO. — 3HA4UT, NONAEMBL? Mama pacckasada.
Iofnéms, ga?

Bokpyr e€ maneHbpKO# TOJIOBKH MMYIIMINUCh CBETJIO-PYChlie KyApPSIIKH, ToiayOble Iia3a ObLIH
IIUPOKO PACTIAXHYTHI, & POT PACKPHIT OT JIOOOMBITCTBA. VI3 IEBOUYKHM OHA MOCTENEHHO MPeBpaIianach
B JieBylIKY, 1 Cous ¢ TpeBOrou skjaajaa Toro IHs, KOrjaa ed MpUIETCS METJIONW OTTOHSTh KEHUXOB
OT KpacaBUIbl CECTPBI.

Dnu3a nomnuia B otiia — DiHap Tamu Toxke ObLT royOoraa3biM, CBETIOBOJIOCHIM M HACTOJIBKO
KPacHBBIM, UTO JKEHIIIMHBI HA HETO TIOCTOSIHHO 3ariisiAbIBaINCh. M 00astHue y Hero JIMjIoch uepes Kpail.

A BoT Po3u Oosnbllie moxoguia Ha MaMy — TEMHBIE MPsIMbIE BOJIOCH, UyTh CMYTJIasi KOXa,
I71a3a OPEXOBOro 11BETa M pOAUHKA Haj ryooid. Tonbko BoT CHHTHS ObUIa OUeHb XYJEHBKOM, OUYTH
TPOCTUHOYKOM, Kak U Cous, a Po3u — nyxuisika. Otel Ha3bBal €€ «IMPOKKOM», & OHU C MaMOW
1 DNU30M — «CIaIKOU OyTI0UKOM».
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— Moiiny, — kuBHyna Codusi, cansch Ha cBOOOAHBIN TaOypeT. Aiina Tamu nocraBuia nepen
Hell Tapesky ¢ Kauieid. — OHO Toro cTout. 3a0AHO MOCMOTPIO, KaK UMIIEPATOPCKUI IBOPEL] BBIIJIS-
JUT. .. BHYTpU.

— O! — Dnu3a paxe nognpeirayna. — Ilotom pacckaxemb! A. .. BAPYT Thl YBUAWIIb UMIIE-
paropa?

Coduu crasio cMeniHo.

— ro Bpsa au, JIuz. He gymaio, 4To OH TMUYHO 3aHUMAETCs TOAOOPOM KapoB. Y HEr0 COBCEM
Apyrue 00sI3aHHOCTH.

— A Bapyr? U BooOie. ..

— Mawm, a MoxHO Oyiouky? — mepeOwia ux Po3u, JOCTUTHYB HAKOHEIl THA TapejaKd. —
Moxuo, na?

— MoxHo, — ckazana aitia Tanu v nmofgBrHY/Ia OO0 C BHINIEUKOW MOOTMKE K JI0Uepu. —
Ho Tonbko onny.

Po3zu o6nu3Hymack 1 cxBatuia Omkaiiyo OylIouky, a Du3a mpoJosKuIa:

— W BooO11Ie, Kak aymaelb, AJIs1 4Yero uM BO JIBopIie aHbsH? Tam ecTb netu?

— Koneuno. Bo-niepBbix, HaBepHSIKa AETH HEKOTOPBIX CIIYT KMBYT BO ABOPIE — ITHM, KCTaTH,
MOXHO OOBSICHUTh TO, UTO KaHIUIATaM Ha JIOJKHOCTb THTYJI UMETh He 00s3aTeIbHO. A BO-BTOPBIX,
y camMO#l ceMbU AJIbIO* JOCTaTOYHO JeTeil. JJoKOoIbHOro Bo3pacra celyac NpuHL AJIEKCaHAp, CbIH
uMIepaTopa, U MpHuHIecca AeNb, JOUb CECTPhI €r0 BEJTMYECTBA.

(* ®aMuus npaBsIel AMHACTAN, AMHCTBEHHAS! apUCTOKpaThdecKas (pammtns 6e3 OKOHYa-
HUS <YC».)

— Moxer, KOMy-TO U3 HUX HyXHa aHbsH? — 3aJlyMUMBO CIpPOCHJIa DJIU3a U TOXKE B3sia
OyJI0uKYy.

— Bpsang m1, — yneionynack Codust, IpUHAMASCh HAKOHEI! 3a Kally. 3aBTpaK OHa CErOHS
HUKaK HE OCWJIUT — CJIMIIKOM YK HEpBHUYAET. BHITbET TONBKO Yail. — $1 CKJIOHSIOCH K MepBOMY
BAPUAHTY. AHBSH JJIS CIIYT.

Cecrpa meuTtaTesibHO B310XHYA. [la, cpein e€ KHUT UCTOPUH O TIPUHIIAX U MPHUHIECCax ObLIH
CaMBIMH JIIOOUMBIMH. A eIlg Jiydriie — 00 OOBIYHBIX JEBYIIKAX, KOTOPbIE CTAHOBMIIUCH IIPUHIIECCAMU
niociie cBaned ¢ npuHiaMu. Y moka Dnu3a HaXoauiack B TOM BO3pacTte, Koraa (pakT, YTo HACTOSIIUE
MIPUHIIBI BOOOIIIE HE MOTYT KEHUTHCSI HA OOBIYHBIX JIEBYIIIKAX, ObUT €if aOCOMIOTHO HE BaKEH.

Cpazy nocrnie 3aBTpaka Codusi, OOHSIB Ha MPOIIaHUEe MaMy U CecTEp, Hayasla CTPOUTh IPo-
CTpaHCTBEeHHBIN QT Ha [IBOPIIOBYIO TUIOMIA/Ab.

Bo Bce BpemMeHa Maru ¥ He-Marv MeUTaJId HayYUThCsI OBICTPO MEPEHOCUTHCS B IPYroe MecTo,
Y JIydllle — TpY MOMOIIY CHelaIbHbIX KaOuH. KaOuHb! 115 mucem (MOYTOMaru) Wiv HeOObIINX
I'PY30B CYIIIECTBOBAJIM, a BOT MIEPEHOC YeJIoBeKa MoKa CYMTaICs HeBO3MOHBIM. Hackonbko Codust
3HaJa, pa3padOTKH HA Ty TeMY BeJIUCh apTehaKTOpaMu, HO O KAKMX-JIMOO OTKPHITUSX MOKa He 00b-
SABJIAJIOCH.

[Nepenectrch BO3MOXHO OBLIO HE B JIDOOE MECTO, a TONBKO B pa3pelméHHoe. B kakaom 1ome
CYIIECTBOBaJIa KOMHATa JyIsl TiepeHoca (0OBIYHO €0 JIeNlayi MPUXOKYI0), U TOCTSIM, TIepe/l TeM Kak
MEPEHOCHUTHLCS, TPEOOBAIOCH TIOYYUTh JIOMYCK. Jla U B Topojie Hemb3s ObLJIO TPOCTO «BO3HUKHYTH»
nocpeau ynuipl. B ['paare, B pa3sHbIX KOHIIAX CTOJMIIBI, UMEJIOCH MATh IUIOIMIAIOK Il MPOCTPaH-
CTBEHHBIX MepeHocoB. OfiHA U3 HUX Haxogwiach Ha JIBOPIIOBOM IUIOMIA[M, OTTyAa MOXHO OBLIO
MOMACTh B UMIEPATOPCKUI ABOpEI] HECKOMbKUMU myTsiMu. Codusi mpeanowia nporyiky mno JIBop-
IIOBOM HaOepeKHOW BIOJb PeKU. 3UMOW TaM CJIMIIKOM XOJIOJHO, HO CErOfiHs IMorojia Obuia TEIIoun,
Y OHa pellnia IpouTuck. [la u Bpems eme uMesnoch.

— Vnaumn, — nipomentana Cuntus Tanu, HepBHO Onects rna3zamu. Codust Buiena, 4to Mama
OYCHb Ha He€ HaJeeTCs, Ja M caMa OHA UCITBITHIBAJIA ITOXOKUE YYBCTBA, XOTS TIOHMMAJIa, 4To, CKOpee
BCET0, X TIOMBITKA OKaXETCs HAIIPACHOM.
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KuBHyB Matepu u BnvicaB B (popMy.Ty IMPOCTPAHCTBEHHOTO JIM(PTA KOHCTAHTY MepeMelieH s,
yepe3 HECKOJIbKO TOMUTENIbHBIX MrHOoBeHur Codust okazanack Ha JIBoprioBoii momaay. B muno yaa-
PUJIO SIPKOE BECEHHEE COJHIIE, MOCBIIIANICS MTUYMH TOMOH, Yei-TO BECENbId CMEX, U BO3AYX ObLT
TaKMM JIETKMM, HEBECOMBIM. .. KakiM ke 3amedaTeIbHbIM TEIUIOM Havaslach 3Ta BecHa!

Codust, coiisi ¢ KaMEeHHOM TIIOIAAKY [T IIepeHoca, TBUHYJIach Yepe3 IUIoNIaap K Habepek-
HOU, MPOAOJIKAsL Pa3MBIILIATh O CBOEM.

KoneuHo, OHa XOpOIIIO 3Ha/a STUKET apUCTOKPATOB — BCE aHbsIH 00s13aHbI 3HATH €ro, He3a-
BHCHMO OT COOCTBEHHOTO IMPOMCXOXJEHHSI, — HO KaK MMEHHO MOAOMPAIUCh KaJphl BO ABOpEII,
Codust He uMena MOHSATHUS. DTO ke COBCEM pa3Hble BEIU — OOCTYKMBAIOIINI MEPCOHA AJIs1 UMIIe-
paTopckoi ceMbu U i cayxkamux. [Togbopom 3aHnMaTCs pasHele monu? Wnu onqau u Te xe? A
HACKOJIbKO CHJIBHO OTJIMYAETCs 3apIljIaTa aHbsIH BEHIIEHOCHBIX JIETE OT aHbsTH OOBIYHBIX peOsSTHIIEK ?

Codus ynpIOHYIaCch 1 TIOKavasia ronoBoil. HaBepHsika pa3HuUIla CyIecTBEHHAS. .. HO BEHIIEHOC-
Hasi CeMbs1 — BPsI[I JIU PO €€ 4ecThb. Ecim cTaTh aHbsH /17151 IETeH CITYT IIAHC emé UMeJICs], TO MeuTaTh
BOCITUTBIBAThH HACJIETHUKOB AJIBIO COBCEM IITyTIO. Jlake HECMOTPsI Ha 3aKOH, IIPUHSTHIN MecsII] Ha3as.

Codwust XOpoI1I0 TOMHMIIA, YTO MPEIIECTBOBAIO COOBITHIO. Bripouem, moMHmMIIa He TOJbKO OHA
— BCsI CTpaHa JI0 CHX TOp ryjesa OT CIIOpOB U cIuieTeH. Huuero yquBUTEIbHOrO — BO BpeMs Ipas/i-
HOBaHUs [IHS AJbraHHBl UMIIEpaTopa 4yTh He YOMIJIM 3a ero kelaHue pehopMHpOBaTh OOIIECTBO.
OH cnaccsi, yHUUTOKHUB 3aroBOPIIMKA Ha I71a3axX THICSAY JIOAEH — B TOM YHMCJIe 3TO BUJEIH Mama
Codun 1 Dnm3a. A IOTOM BBITIOTHUII BCe OOCIaHusl, TIPUHSIB 3aKOH O HEHACIIE/ICTBEHHOM Tepeaaye
TUTYJIOB. APHCTOKPaTHs B CBOEM OOJIBIIIMHCTBE ObLJIa 3TUM KpaiiHe HeloBoOJbHA, mo3tomy Codus
O4YeHb COMHEBAJIACh B BO3BMOKHOCTH YCTPOUTHCS aHbsIH IMITEPAaTOPCKOi ceMbH. [laxe eciii ero Besm-
YEeCTBO TEPIHUM K HETUTYJIOBAHHBIM MaraMm... To, 4To 3aroBop MpOTUB UMIIEpaTOpa BO3IJIABUII €0
COOCTBEHHBII OpaTt, TOBOPUIJIO O MHOTOM. 3HAUUT, He Bce AJIbro noafepkuBaioT Apena. U crout
HApBIBAThCS Ha KOH(IMKT paji Kakor-To aHbssH? ['opa3no mpoiie B34Th Ha padOTy apUCTOKPATKY.
Tak MOXHO XOTs1 ObI U30€KaTh CCOP B CEMbeE.

Codust moHMMana, 4To paccykaaeT 00 TOM UCKITIOUUTENTHHO TIOTOMY, YTO HepBHUYAET. ToNKy
rajarth, €cii B Omkaiiiiee BpeMsl OHa BCE YBUIWT U y3HaeT cama? OKpyKEHHBIA MapKOM UMIepa-
TOPCKUH ABOpEI] MPUOHIKAJICS, ¥ OHA, HEBOJILHO BBHIMPSIMUB CITUHY U OsieTHes] — BECHYIIIKH Ha JIULIE
CTAHOBUJIUCH sIpU€ C KaXKIbIM IIaroM, — TOMPABJIsIa CYMKY C JOKYMEHTaMH U. .. MOJHJIACh.

«3amuTHUIA, ToMorH, Tiporty! [ToMmoru He ynapuTh B Ipsi3b JIMIIOM, HE CMYILAThCS H. .. TIOTY-
yuTh 3Ty padorty! Ham oHa Tak HyXkHa...»

JIBopel1 U3 CBETJIOro KaMHsl, MIOXOKEro Ha YMCTEHIINIA OeJbIil CHET, BIEPBbIE B JKU3HU IyTa
Codwmio 10 ApOXH B KOJIEHKaX. PaHbllle OHA MM BOCXHMINANACD. .. HO TOJBKO HE B 9TU CEKYH/IBI.

— Bcé Oyner xopoiiio, Bc€ Moy4InuTcs, — MiernTajia oHa cede Moj HOC, TO JIM Beps, TO JIU He
Bepsi B COOCTBEHHBIE CJIOBA, U CEplle OMIOCh HEPOBHO U B3BOJIHOBaHHO. — [laxke eciu He BHIAZET,
THI XOTh YBUMIIIb, YTO TaM BHYTPH, IOTOM OyJelTh BHYKaM pacCKa3bIBaTh. ..

«Kakum BaHykam? Ecnu Bam ¢ MamMoii IpUAETCsl MpoJaTh Mara3uH UM KBApTUPY, 1O BHYKOB
THI MOXEIIIb U HE JOKHUTh».

Codust yripsiMo B3IbIXajia, MOPIIACh OT COOCTBEHHBIX COMHEHMI, CHJIbHEe CTUCKHMBAJIA 3yObI
Y 1UIA BOEPEN.

OHa JeliCTBUTENTBHO XOPOIIasl aHbsH, JielicTBUTeNbHO! Jlyunias Ha Kypce! Y He€ 00s3aTesIbHO
nonyunrcsi. O6s3aTesbHO !

Boiitu B uMIiepatopckuii Nmapk OKa3ajoch HE TaK MPOCTO — BO3JIE BOPOT HAXOIMJICS TOCT
oxpansbl. [Tpumiocs Ha3BaTh ceOs1, COOOIUTD, 3a4eM el HaJjo BO JABOpEII, MMOKa3aTh HEOOXOAMMBbIC
JOKYMEHTHI, PACIFCAThCS B BEJIOMOCTH, TOMYUYHTh TPOITYCK ¥ COMPOBOXKIAIOIIETO.

ConpoBoxAAIOIIMIT — BECENBI BUXPACTHII MAJIBUMILIKA JIET YEThIPHAALIATH, TTIOYTHU TaKOM ke
pbikui, kKak cama Codusi, OfIeThIN B UMCTBIM KOCTIOM I1IBETAa BECEHHEU JIUCTBBI, 10K AABIIUCH, KOTAa
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OHH OTOW/IYT MOAAJIbIIIE OT TIOCTa OXPaHbl, IOMHTEPECOBAJICS, €/1Ba JIU HE MOATIPHITUBast OT HeTepIie-
HUS:

— A BHI Ha paboTy, Aa? YcTpauBarhCsl MPUIILIH?

OHa KMBHYJIA.

— Ha. 4 aHbsH.

— 0-0-0! — NpOTAHY MaJIBYUIIIKA, TOYEMY-TO BaKHO HayBIIUCh. — 310poB0. I — Tomarn
Pwib, cbin noBapuxu [umnbas Puss. Berao no Menkum nopyyeHusiM. A Bac Kak 30BYT?

— Co¢us Tanu. AHbsIH Hy)XKHa JETSIM CIIyT, HE 3HAEIIb?

Tomarnn Hagyscs CUIIbHEE.

— Camu yBumute. He Gymy HU4Yero roBOprTh, MaJIo JiM, IIOTOM elI¢ OTpyraior. .. [1aBHoe —
He Oonrech. OH He JIIoOUT, Korga 00ATCs.

((OH?»

— OH? 10 KTO?

Tomar ycMexHyJIcsi, OTBOPauMBasiCh.

— VBupgure.

«MosxeT, Kakoi-H1OY/Ib IBOPIIOBbIN ynpasiistionii? — nogymana Cocus, xmypsic. — Kro-
TO K€ JIOJDKEH OTBEYaTh 3a CIIYT. XOTs aHbsIH HE COBCEM CITY)KaHKa...»

Codmust Tak morpy3miiach B CBOU Pa3MBIIIIIEHHS, YTO KPACOTHI OKPYKAIOIIEro MapKa MoYTH He
3amMevasia. bivke K KOHIy MX HeJoJIroro (MUHYT MsATh) MyTH ¢ Tomaiiem oHa OOHapyXuia, Kakue
BOKPYI' KpacuBble COCHbI — C [UIMHHBIMU WTOJIKaMHU M OOJbIIMMU Inuinkamu. Ha omHo# cunena
MaJIeHbKasi OeJI0uKa B Cepoi MyIIUCTOM IIyOKe U C TPOMKHUM TPECKOM UTO-TO T'PhI3IA.

JIopOXKHM TIO/1 HOraMH OBLTH YCHITTAaHBI MEJIKMM T'paBUEM, BO3JIe OOpIiopa yxke HaYuHaIa Mmpo-
OUBAThCS SIPKO-3€JIEHASI BECEHHSIS TPaBKA. A YK NITUIIBI BBIBOIWIN TAKKE TPEJIH, CIIOBHO TEJH B JIECY,
a He B ropoje.

— Vnauu, — npyxemoOHo ckazan Tomain nepen TeM, kak octaButh Coduto. OHU ycrenu
BOWTH B HEOOJIbIIINE AEPEBSHHbBIC JBEPH C BHIPE3aHHON HAa HUX BUHOTPAJIHOM JIO30M, M MAJIbUMIIKA
cpagzy yoexan. 3aro nepeq Codueid MosBUIICS CITyTa, Ha 9TOT pa3 B3POCIbIN MyXYMHA B TEMHO-CUHEN
dbopme ¢ cepeOpsHBIMU TTyTOBUIIAMH.

— Aiina Tanm? — 10XAaBIIUCH €€ KUBKa, ciiyra npoaoykmwi: — CreayiTe 3a MHOM, 51 Bac
MIPOBOXKY.

Bxon peiictBUTENHHO OBLT HE MApaIHBI — OOBIYHAS IMMPOKasi KAMEHHAsI JIECTHUIIA, TTOK PhITAsI
TEMHO-00PIOBBIM KOBPOM, Ha CTEHAX — HEMarnyecKkue CBeTUIIbHUKU. [I0CTOSIHHO CHOBAJIM CITyTH —
Tyga-ciona. Popma y HUX ObUla B OCHOBHOM TEMHO-CHHEW, HO TIOMaaaiach U Oenasi, 1 3enéHasi, Kak
y Tomarma, u rony6as. Copun odeHb XOTelI0Ch CIPOCUTD, YTO BCE STO 3HAUUT, HO OHA HE PEIIIACh.
Oma Benp 371ech He paboTaeT, TaK YTO BPs JIM €l OTBETHT.

[NonHsABIIMCH MPUMEPHO HA YPOBEHb TPETHETO ITakKa, CIyra TOJKHYJ elé OfHYy JBeph — Ha
3TOT pa3 CTEKJISTHHYIO — U BOIIEN B MIOMELIEHUE KPYITIOi (DOPMbI CO MHOKECTBOM JIBYCTBOPYATHIX
asepeil. Jludrsi!

HasxaB KHOITKY CO CTpPEJIOUKON «BBEpX», MyKUMHA CKazasl, oopamasck k Codum:

— Kpome Bac e1ng yetslpe KaHAUJATKY, UX yKe TPUHAMAIOT.

Cepatie Ha CEKyH/1y OCTaHOBHJIOCH.

— Ho g Benp He ono3nana?..

— Her, pasymeercs. [Ipocto oHM npuiiuiy 4yTh paHblue. [IBe yxe ycrenu yuTu.

— Ux... He B3s1M?

Crnyxanmii noxan rjiedamu.

— Hawm ne pokmagpBasiu. Ho pa3 He maioT oTOOM ¥ MPUHUMAIOT HOBBIX KaHIUIATOB, 3HAUUT,
OKOHYaTeJIbHOE pellieHue eié He nmpuHsaTo. — OH nokocwics Ha Codwuio U cKa3asl To ke, YTO U
Tomanr: — ['maBHOe — He OOHTECH.
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W TonpKO OHA OTKpBUIA POT, YTOOBI MOMHTEPECOBATHCS, TIOUEMY €l YK€ BTOPOH pa3 TOBOPST
PO CTpax, Kak JBEPH OJHOTO U3 JIU(PTOB OTKPHUIKC.

W3 HUX BBIILTK JIBe MOJIOfbIe NEBYIIKH B chHEW (opme. OOe B mepeqHUKax, C BOJIOCAMHU,
yOpaHHBIMH TIO]1 O€JIble YSTTIUKH.

— ¢ 3a BBIXOAHBIE AyMaJia: C yMa COWMy, — *kKaJloBaJlach ofiHa Jpyroil. — M kak Marunbaa
e€¢ repnut? Uto HU caenail — BCE He Tak!

Bropas 3axuxukaa:

— Yamku-to He Oua?

— Her, — ¢oipkHyna nepBasi. — C Tex MoOp Kak ero BEeJIMYECTBO BMEIIAJICs, OHA MepecTaia
ouTh nocyay. Bunumo, Ternepb HEMHTEPECHO.

JleBy1Iku, cMesch, BTN U3 g ToBOH, 1 Codus ycibliiana rojioc COPOBOXIAIIIETO:

— 3axonum, ama.

Omna miarnyna B JuQT.

BHyTpH Bc€ oKkazasioch KUTIEHHO-0EJIbIM, TOJIBKO MOl HOraMu — TEMHBIH 11oJ1 6e3 KoBpa. EquH-
CTBEHHOE «yKpallleHHe» — TaHeJ b C HOMepaM1 STaXel OT MUHYC TPEThero JI0 ABAALATH MATOTO.

Ciyra Haai1 Ha KHOIIKY ¢ IU(POH «IIATHAALATb», IBEPU 3aKPbLIUCH, JTUPT 4yTh MOTyaea —
Y JIBepY BHOBb OTKPBLITHCH.

— Beixoaure.

Bor teneps nepen Hell IBHO ObLIO MOMEIEHUE He /IS CITyT. [JTMHHBINA 1 CBETJIBIA KOPUAOpP —
MpaB/ia, CBETUIbHUKY BCE PABHO HE MarmuecKue, — CTeHbl, OOUTBIE MAHEISIMUA U3 CBETJIOTO JIepeBa,
T0J1 HOTaMH 30JI0TOM KOBED € T'YCTHIM BOPCOM M MEPUOIUYECKH TONAIAI0IINECS OXPAHHUKH B aJIOH
dopwme.

«AHBsH 17141 cnnyr? — nonymMana Codus U CIJIOTHY/IA CITIOHY, CTaBIIYI0 HEOXKUIAHHO BSI3KOM.
— 31ech KUBYT TOYHO HE CIIYTH...»

Bo3sne nBepeii, psaaoM ¢ KOTOPHIMH OCTAHOBWIICS €€ COIPOBOK/AAIOIINI, HABBITSIKKY CTOSLITH
nBa oxpaHHUKa. CTaTHbIE, BRICOKUE, HITMPOKOILICUHE, eIE U apXUMaru, eCii CyIuThb 10 HAIIUBKaM
Ha (popme. Heysxenu Takue JIIoau OXpaHsIOT OOBIKHOBEHHBIX KaJPOBBIX CIIYKAIMX JBOpIA?

— EmE onna anbs. [Ipomycture?

OxpaHHUK clenall mar Brepéa, mopoaua pykamu niepen Codueid, yaearmB ocodoe BHUMaHNE
CYMKe, ¥ KMBHYJI, KOT/Ia 3aKOHYMJI OCMOT.

— [la, mycTh 3aXOIuT.

— Vnauwm, aiina, — moxenana CONpOBOKAAIINNA, OTKpbiBas ABepu. [loTpscaiomniue, Kcrarty,
aBepu. XylI0XKHHUK sIBHO TIOCTapaJICs, BRIPe3asi HA HUX OTOHb M OTPOMHOTO 30JI0TOTO OpJia.

Bonotoii opén? [epd AJbraHHbI, MTHIA-TIOKPOBUTEH UMIIEpATOpCKON ceMbH... Kyma e€
BeIyT?

Bumumo, Codust 3acThiia Ha MOpore, MOTOMY YTO OJVH M3 OXPAHHUKOB, ITOHUMAIOITE YJIBIO-
HYBIIIKCb, JIETKO TIOATOJIKHYJI €€ JIAIOHBIO B CIMHY. JleByIlKa ImarHysia Boepén 1 oriisiaenach.

He cnauikom Gosbliioe MoMenieHne ¢ 4YeThIpbMsi AUBaHaMH U3 CBETJION KOXKU — Ha JBYX U3
HUX CHJEJH KCHIIMHBI, OHH SIBHO OBUIM apUCTOKpaTKamu. KapTuHbBI Ha CBETJIBIX CTEHaX, OOJBIION
miKad, 3aroTHeHHbI KAKUMU-TO TIAaKaMu, 32 JJIMHHOW BHICOKOW CTOMKOUN — CTporasi jama ¢ Ce/IbiIMU
BOJIOCAMHU, 3aKOJIOTBIMU B ITyYOK.

HBepu 3a Copreit 3aKpbUIMCh C TUXUM CTYKOM, U KEHIIMHA [TOJHIIA TOJIOBY.

— J1oOpblii 1eHb, — MPOM3HECA OHA HEBO3MYTUMO, Ha €€ JIMIIE Hesb3sl ObLIIO 3aMETUTh JaXe
TeHU KaKux-T1o6o smonuii. — [pucaxkuBaiitech, Kyna XoTure. Bac ckopo mo3oByT.

— 3npascrByiite... — BbIoxHYya Codus. Omyctunach Ha OMKalIIMiA AWBaH — CJIaBa
3ammrHuIe, OH ObLT CBOOOZEH — ¥ 00BeJIa IJ1a3aMy MPUCYTCTBYIOIINX.

3ps oHa 3TO crenana. AHbSIH-aPUCTOKPATKY CMOTPEU Ha He€ MPUMEPHO TaK e, KaK CMOTPSIT
Ha pa3[aBJIeHHBIX MyX — C JIETKOH Ope3rMBOCTHIO.

11
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«W Benp HaBepHSKA y HUX €CTh POAOBAs Marusi, B OUIM4YKMe OT MeHs, — nogymaia Codus ¢
TOCKOW. — B03MOKHO, y KOr0O-TO 9Ta Marvsi OCHOBaHa Ha YMEHUSIX YIIPABJIATHCS C IEThMH. .. [louemy
OBl 1 HET, g O MTOJXOOHOM CIBIIIAIA. . .»

OHa ormycTrIa rojioBy, 4YToObI HE BCTPEUYAThCS C CONIEPHUIIAMU B3MISI0M. TOJBKO HACTpOESHUE
MOPTUTH. 3aKOH-TO, MOXET, U TIPUHSAT, HO TIPEe3pUTEIbHOE OTHOIIICHUE K HETUTY/JIOBAHHBIM MaraM 13
TOJIOB APUCTOKPATHH TaK OBICTPO HE BHIOBECIITh.

— Aiina Tamu, — ycnsimana Cogus TojI0C cejoi KeHIUHbBI, CUIEBITIeH 32 CTOMKON. — 3axo-
JWTE, BaC KIYT.

Ona MeJJIeHHO TIO/IHSUIAch, OITYINasi, KaK CHMJIBHO JpoXaTr KojieHH. [IBeph — CHOBa pe3Hasi u
CHOBA C 30JIOTBIM OPJIOM, TOJIbKO MapsiM Haj ['paaroil, — Haxoausachk cripaBa OT He€. A 4To 3a
JBEPBIO?..

Yro 3k, ceityac oHa 3TO YBU/IUT.

N Codust, iryOOKO B3OXHYB, B3sJIaCh 32 PYUKY.

3a JIBephlo OKa3aiach JOBOJIBHO-TAKHM OOJIbIAs KOMHATA CO MHOKECTBOM KHIKHBIX IIKa(hoB
13 TEMHO-BUIIIHEBOTO JIepeBa 1 CBETIIBIM IOJIOM 0e3 KOBpa, HACTOJIBKO OJIECTAIIMM, YTO B HEM OTpa-
’KaJach OKpyKamomiasi 00cTaHoBKa. [0 BRICOYEHHBIM TIOTOJIKOM BHCENa XpyCTabHas JIIOCTpa — He
Maruyeckasi, HO O4eHb KpacuBasi, CJIOBHO celaHHas u30 Jipaa. [Ipsamo nopx JiocTpoil nonykpyrom
CTOSJIO HECKOJIBKO JMBAHOB, OOMTHIX TEMHO-KOPHUYHEBON KOXEH, a Ha HUX CUICTH JBOE JeTerd —
JEeBOYKa JIET CeMHM U MajbuMK JieT TpeX. Codus ckosb3HyIa 0 HUM B3IVISAOM, MOAHSIIA IJ1a3a —
yBUJEJIa OTPOMHOE OKHO BO BCIO CTEHY, 32 KOTOPBIM BUAHENACH 3a/IUTas APKUM COJTHLIEM CTOJIMIIA.
Bo3Jie okHa cTosIIM MUChMEHHBIN CTOJ, KPECIo, a PSAIOM C KPECIOM pa3roBapyBaJl Mo OpacyieTy CBSI3H
MYKYHMHA.

Codwuio 061210 MAHUYECKUM XOJIOAOM, OT CMYIIIEHHS U BOJTHEHUSI MTHOBEHHO CMEHUBIIIUMCS
’KapoMm B TPY/IH.

OHa npekpacHoO NOMHWJIA, KaK BBIIJISIIUT UMIIEPATOP, U y3HaJla €ro cpasy.

— BuHCeHT, Ha3HaubTe 3acelaHie KOMUCCHY 3aBTpa Ha IIECTh Beuepa, — TOBOPHJI €r0 Beu-
YeCTBO, U Tepe]] HUM KJIyOUJIOCh cepoe OONAuKO — YbsI-TO MPOEKIMsI, CKPHITask OT MOCTOPOHHUX
ra3. — B kpaitHem ciyyae — Ha cemb. COCTOMTCS OHO 371€Ch, Y MeHs B KaOuHete. Kpome nsitu
YJICHOB KOMHUCCHY I TIPOIITY Bac MpUIJIacuTh apredpaktopa Pona fIHra u 3amecTuTess I1aBHOTO Bpavya
Nmmneparopckoro rocrimrans O Apmannyc. Homepa ux 6paciieToB BO3bMHTE Y MOETO CEKpeTapsi.

3a06bIB 0 manuke, Cous misiiesia Ha UMIepaTopa Bo BCe IJ1asa.

Takoi1 ke CTPOMHBII U CTaTHBIN, BBICOKUI 1 IIMPOKOIUIEYUIA MYKUMHA C TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMU U
OYeHb KPacUBBIM MpoduiieM, Kak Ha MOPTpeTax B KypHanax u razerax. Codus oboxana pucoBarh, U
el TYT e 3aX0TeJI0Ch Ha0pocaTh ITOT Mpoduiib. OcOOEHHO MpeKpaceH ObLT HOC — TOUYEHBIH, CJIOBHO
MpUHAIJIEKAIT HE JKMBOMY YEJIOBEKY, a U3BICKAHHOM CKYJIBIITYpE.

CMyTITyIo KOXKY MEK U PYK BEJTMKOJIEITHO OTTEHsLT OeJblii MyHAUP C 30JI0THIMH ITYyTOBUIIAMU —
HET, OHa TOYHO HAPUCYET ero, Korjaa BEPHETCS IOMOM !

— Capurech, — ycabimaina Codpusi TUXUH AETCKUI TOJIOC ¥ BHOBB IIOCMOTpeJia Ha ieTeid. ['oBo-
puna geBouka. — Ceiivac. .. [Tana ckopo ocBoOOAUTCSI.

«Ilama...»

3ammrHuna! 3HauuT, nepes He puHuecca Arara v NpuHL AJIeKCaHAap, I€TU uMIeparopa.

Codust B310XHYNA, TIHITASCh YHATH BOJTHEHUE, U, TIONON/IS K AUBaHY, T/ie CUICIN HACIETHUKH,
OITyCTUJIACh HA CUAEHBE PSAAOM C HUMM.

TemHOBOJIOCHIE M Kapemiasble Arata U AJIEKCaHIp CMOTPEJIM Ha HEE BAYMUYMBO U CEPbE3HO, U
Coduist HEeBOJIFHO OTMETUJIA, UYTO OHU 00a GE3yMHO MOXOKHU Ha CBOETO OTIIA.

— Mens 30ByT Copust Tanm, — cka3ajia oHa Tak e HEIPOMKO, Kak HeJJaBHO Ararta. — A Kak
BaC 30BYT, s 3HAI0. 3HAUUT, 3TO BaM HYKHA aHbsIH?

12
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— [la, BBl NPAaBWIBHO MOHSUIM, BUHCEHT, — JIOHECJIOCH CIIpaBa OT OKHa, I/ MO-IIPEKHEMY
CTOSLT uMIiepaTtop. — ApredakTop U Bpad, BEpHO. 3aBTpa y3HaeTe.

— Ham. — Arara npunsusysace 4yth Ommke k Coduun, 1 Anekcanap craenain To ke camoe.
— Ho noka HaMm HUKTO He MOHPABHUIICSL.

Codun BOpPYr CTAJO CMEIIHO, OHA YJIBIOHY/IACh W OIIYyTHJIA, KaK MOCTENEHHO PacTBOPSIETCS
CTpax.

B koH1ie kKoHIIOB, Yero 6osaThesa? E€ 31ech TOuHO He chensr. MiMriepaTtop, pa3 MPUHSIT 3aKOH
O HEHACJIE/ICTBEHHOM Tepe/iaue TUTYJIOB, JIOSUIBHO OTHOCUTCS K He-apUCTOKpaTaM, a IeTH. .. IeTH —
BCerja JeTH, U HeBKHO, KaKylo (paMUIMIO OHU HOCHT.

T peOATUIIKY ObUTH IMOYTH TAKUMU e, KaK COTHH JIpyTuX, BerpedaBimxcst Copuu, — ecimu
HE CUMTaTh CJMIIKOM CEPhE3HBIX U BAYMUMBHIX IJ1a3.

— 3HauuT, BBl caMH BeIOMpaeTe ceOe aHbsiH? — CKazasa OHa Becesio. HacneqHuku Toxe yibio-
HYJICh — OKa3aJIoCh, YTO Y AraThl HE XBaTaeT MapOYKH BEPXHUX 3yO00oB. Dta mepoaTas yabiOKa yHU-
YTOXMJIa OCTaTKU cTpaxa, 1 Couio 3a1mIo NpUsATHBIM TerIoM. — M Kak MHOTO ObLIIO KaHIUIATOK ?

— OueHb MHOTO, — OTBeTWIA Ararta, a AJIeKCaH]Ip COMIACHO 3akuBal. IHTepecHO, OH pasro-
BapuBaeT? — CHavasia HaM Mama BhIOpaJia aHbsiH, HO... OHa ObUIa 110xas. Mama BelOpasia Ipyryio,
1 onATh. .. [ToaToMy 3a feso B3sics namna. Bmecre ¢ Hamu. OH Ham oOelal, 9To BO3bMET TOJIBKO Ty
aHbsTH, KOTOpasi BCEM IMOHPABUTCSI.

Nmmnepatop y okHa 4To-TO roBoprJ1, Ho Codust yxe He CyIaa, MOTHOCTHIO NEPEKIIOYHMBIIHCH
Ha JieTeil.

— Bl MHe HpaBUTECH, — CKa3ajia OHa COBEPINEHHO UCKpeHHe. — Ho s He 00MXKyCh, €CI Bb
BbIOEpETE HE MEHs1, YeCTHOe ciloBo. [1o mpaBae roBopsi, s — He camasi JIydiliasi aHbsiH JUTsl Haclle -
HUKOB.

— IMouemy? — cripocuiii XopoM 00a peOEHKa. Ara, 3HAYUT, AJIEKCaHIP TOKE Pa3roBapuBaeT.
IIpocro BepxoBonuT y HUX Arara.

— Hy, 51 xe He apucTOKparKa, a Ballla aHbsIH JIOJKHA TIOSIBJISITBCSI BMECTE C BAMHU Ha O(hHIIU-
QJIBHBIX 1IepeMOHusIX. He aprcToKkpaTKa ¢ HacJaeIHUKAMHU — 3TO HEMHOTO CTPaHHO. YeCTHO roBops,
s [ymaJia, 4To BO JABOpeIl TpeOyeTcsl aHbsiH IJIsI ISTEH CIIyT, @ TYT BOH YTO OKA3aJIoCh. . .

— Huuero crpanHoro, — Bo3pasuiia Arata, 3aMOTaB TOJIOBOH, M € Opar czienas To ke caMoe.
[NoBTOpIoIIKa. 3HAYUT, IETH OUEHDb JPYyKHBI. — [lara roBOpuT, YTO BCE MBI — MTPOCTO JIOH, TOJIHKO
y KaXJ0ro cBoM 00s13aHHOCTH. KTO-TO MMIieparop, KTo-TO MoBap, HO BceX HAJ0 yBakKarTh.

Couist HeBOJIBHO MOKOCHJIACHh HA €T0 BEJIMYECTBO, KOTOPHIH, KAKETCs, YKe 3aKaHUMBA Pas3ro-
BOp. OT YCIIBIIIAHHOTO €H CTaJIO JIETKO M MPUSTHO, a B CEPALIE — HEMHOT'O KapKo.

— A apuUCTOKpaTH3M WM €ro OTCYTCTBUE — 3TO €pyH[IA, U CO BpeMEHEM MPeapacCyIKy N3KHU-
BYT cebs1, — nponomkana Arata. — Bot! Bbl Benb 3HaeTe 3THKeT, aiia Tamm?

— Koneuno, — kuHyna Cousi, BHOBb iepeBO/IsI B3MJIs1 Ha AeTell. — Ho 51 J0BOIBHO c1a0bIit
Mar, Ballie BbICOYeCTBO. Bam, HaBepHOe, HyXHa. . .

— Hawm xe TpeOyeTcs aHbsiH, a HE OXpaHHUK, — BHOBb YJIBIOHYJIach Arata cBoey IiepOaroi
ybIOKOM. VI, BCKUHYB TOJIOBY Ha OTIIA, KOTOPBIN HAKOHEII MOBEPHYJICS K HUAM, 3aBepIasi pasroBop,
BocKJInKHYa: — [lar, Mbl XoTuUM e€!

Anekcanzip sHepruyuHo 3akuBail, a Codus Tak yIUBHUIACH, YTO JIa)Ke HE UCITYTrajach.

Nmneparop noansit OpoBH, yneiOHysncs, 1 Codusi, MOCMOTPEB Ha HEro, B3APOTrHysia — YEp-
HbIE IJ1a3a C HEECTECTBEHHO IMUPOKOMN PaayKKOH BBHINIAIEIM OY€Hb CTPAHHO M HEMHOT'O IyTalolle.
Oma 3HaJa, 4TO y BCEX MMIIEPaTOPOB IJ1a3a CTAHOBUJIMCHh TAKUMH T0CIIe 00psia KOPOHALIWH, 1a U Ha
MOPTpEeTax BUjelNa, HO OKa3aJioCh, YTO B KM3HHU 3TO MPOU3BOAUT COBCEM MHOE BrevatieHue. Jlaneko
HE caMoe IIPUSATHOE.

Ho 310 4yBCTBO OBICTPO YIILIO, KOT/Ja €ro BEJIMYECTBO, PACCMESIBIINCDH, CKA3aJ:

— OpHako, Kak MHOTO BCEro TYT IMPOU3OIILIO, TIOKA 51 TOBOPHJI 1O Opaciery cBs3u! B —
Codus Tanu, BepHO?
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Codus KMBHYJIa, HEBOJIBHO HAXMYPUBLIMCh — UMS-TO OH OTKYZAA 3HaeT?..

HimmiepaTop CJIOBHO yCIIBIIIIAN 3TOT BOMPOC.

— 51 mompocu cekperapsi MPUIIIACUTh IMEHHO Bac, TOTOMY UTO MBI C AETHMH YK€ IOCTATOUHO
HACMOTPEJIUCh Ha ApUCTOKPATOK. BbI epBast N3 HETUTYIOBAHHBIX aHbsIH, KOTOpasi pelInIach IPHUATH
BO JBOpell. Arara, Ajnekcanip... — Ero BeamuecTBo, Mpooikast yiaeloaTbesl, IOCMOTPEN Ha JIeTeH.
— Berwure k cebe, a s moka nodeceyio ¢ ainoi Tamm.

— Io-B3nocnomy? — yTouHu Ajnekcanap, 4yTh KapTassi, 1 Coun 3aX0Tenoch paccMesiThCs,
HO OHa CliepKaJiach.

— HMmenHo.

JleTr CHHXPOHHO KUBHYJIH, BCKOUMJIM C TUBAHA W, B3SIBIIIKCH 32 PYKH, TIOIUTN K BBIXOJY.

— Vnauu, aiina Tamu! — ckazana Arara yxe Ha mopore, 1 AJIeKCaHIp MOBTOPUJI 32 HEM:

— Ma, ynauu!

— Cnacu6o, — nobmnarogapuia HaciaeqHUKOB Coduisi, He OTphIBas B3IJIsSIIA OT UMIIEPATOpa,
KOTOPBIN CeJl Ha TUBaH HAIlPOTUB HEE.

JlBUTasCs ero BeJIMUecTBO KaKk KPYIMHBIA XUIHUK — TJIABHBIE CKYIIbIC IBHKEHUS 3aBOPAKU-
Basu, U Couu B KOTOPBIN pa3 3ax0TeI0Ch €ro HapuCOBaTh.

— Wraxk, aitna Tamm, — ckazan ummneparop, Kak TOJBKO JETH BBIILIM, M YJIbIOKA UcUe3a ¢
ero ymna. [IpaBaa, mpu 3TOM OHO He cTajio HenpyxkemoOoHsM. OH cMoTpen Ha Coduio coBepIieHHO
CITIOKOIHO, faxe OeccrpacTHo. Ho u neBymike Tak ObU10 ropasno Jjerde. Eciu Obl OH yibIOaics e,
KaK CBOHMIM JIETSIM, 3TO ObUIO ObI CTpaHHO. — 1 OBI XOTeJ 337aTh BaM HECKOJILKO BOTIPOCOB.

— KoneuHo, Bailie BeJIMYECTBO.

— CkoinbKo BaM JieT?

— JIBaauarh MIeCTh.

— I'ne BBI yunnucn?

— B I'paarckom MHCTHUTYTE MPUKJIATHBIX HayK. CHeluaabHOCTh «JOIIKOJIbHOE BOCIIUTAHUE U
oOpa3zoBaHue». SI MOry moka3aTh JOKyMEHTHI. . .

— Jla, Gynpre MoOe3HBI.

Coduis mosesna B CYMKY Y BBITAIIMIA BCE, UTO y He€ ObLIO, — JUIJIOM 00 OKOHYaHWUW UHCTH-
TyTa, CBUJETEIILCTBO O MPUCYKICHUM 3BAHUS «JTYUIIUN YUYSHUK Kypca» M XapaKTEPUCTUKH C MECT
MPaKTUKHU U paboThl. He CMIIKOM I'ycTO [UIsl aHbsIH JIeTel uMrepaTopa.

Ho ero BenmyecTBo 1o 3TOMy MOBOAY HUYETO He CKa3al. BHUMaTeIbHO BCE M3YyUmII, TOCMOTPE
XapaKTepUCTUKU U, BepHYB X Coduu, 3aKII04nI He MeHee OECCTpacTHO, YeM paHblIle:

— Hemnutoxo, aiina Tanu. [l Bamiero Bo3pacta jaxe oueHb Heruioxo. Ho camoe riaBHoe —
HE Ballly JWIUIOMBl M XapaKTEPUCTHKH, a TO, YTO Bbl IOHPABWIMCh MOUM JIETAM. DTO BakHO. VX
NIpeXHsIs aHbsiH, BUpKkuHUS AMazieyc, pelmia OKMHYTh Hac M yWTH Ha reHcrio. OHa BocruTasa
HECKOJIBKO MOKOJICHUI AJIBro, MeHsI B TOM YHCJIE, U C MOEH CTOPOHBI OBLJIO ObI HEXOPOIIIO TIBITAThCS €
3anepxarb. Ho ¢ Tex mop, kak Bupmkunus yiuia, ¢ aHbsiH y HaC Hactosimas 6ena. [letu He mpuHSIM
JBYX apUCTOKPATOK, KOTOPBIX MOAoOpasia MOsl jKeHa, U s MoOOeall, YTO YUTy MX MOXKeTaHUs BO
BpeMs coOeceioBaHusl. Bbl — niepBasi KaHAWAATKA, KOTOPasi UM MIOHPABUIIAC.

— HHntepecHo nouemy. .. — npodopmotana Cousi, 1 uMIiepaTtop yCMeXHYJICS.

— Arara — sMmar, Kak ¥ s. [lap Hauas pa3BUBaThCs B KOHIIE MPOILIOro roaa. Y Anekcangpa
OH TOKa cnuT. Sl Mory ckas3aTh BaM TO4YeMy, ITOCKOJIBKY YyBCTBYIO TO ke camoe. Barm cioBa He
pacxoasTCs ¢ BallMU 1yBCTBAMHU.

Ammnarkl. .. TouHo. Bot moyeMy aBoe U3 BCTpEUEHHBIX €10 CIIyT cKasamu: «[1aBHOe — He Oo¥-
Tech». KOHEYHO, 3TO BakHO. Bpsij u ummepaTopy npusTHO OOIIATHCS C aHbsIH, KOTOpasi TPSICETCS
OT CTpaxa.

Codmus nevictButenbHO He Oosutack. OHa MCIyragach TOJIBKO B TIEPBbI MOMEHT, HO OOJIbIIIE OT
HeoxugaHHocTy. TloTom, mociie pa3roBopa ¢ AeTbMH, il CTaslo HaMHOro Jierde. OHa 3Haja, 4To 1o
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AETSIM MOXHO CYAUTh 00 VX POIUTEINSIX, TOITOMY CMOTpesia Ha €ro BEIMYECTBO MOYTH CIIOKOMHO —
HY, €CJIA HE CYUMTATh JIETKOTO BOJIHEHUS. BCE ke ummeparop. ..

— Ecnu roBoputh 00 YCIIOBHSX, TO rpauK CTAaHIAPTHBIN — MATh AHEH paboTaeTe, 1Ba OT/IbI-
xaete. [Ipuxonute B 1eBATh, yxonuTe B miectb. OOenaeTe BMeCTe ¢ IeThbMU. 3apruiaTta COCTaBIIsIET
JBECTH THICSY AJIbIOB B MECHLI.

Codust 3ag0XHYIach OT BOCTOpra nomnojam ¢ HegopepreM. Ckoibko?!.. 3auTHUIa, OHA AakKe
YEeTBEPTH TOW CYMMBI ellé He 3apadaTbiBajial

N Tyt e€ ocenmo. ..

— Baiue BesinyecTBo. .. pa3penmre clpocuTh?

— [a, pazymeercs.

— A... — Cepnrie 3anuioch ot ctpaxa, Ho Codust TeM He MeHee mpoaolkuiIa: — He mMoria Obl
s IOTy4UTh 3apruiaty Briepén? Cpasy 3a Tpu Mecsna. MHe. .. oueHb HyKHbI JeHbIM. — JIniio numrne-
paropa cTajo HaCTONBKO YAMBIEHHBIM, uTo Codus nocnemmna noodemars: — Ecnu s He crnipas-

JIOCh, 51 OTPadOTaI0, KIISTHYCh. XOTb MOCYIOMOWKOM, XOTh YOOpIIUIIEH. .. MHe O4eHb HYXHO.

«3apruiata 3a TpU Mecsilla — 3TO PUMEPHO TPETh JOJIra OTLA, — MOJyMaJsa JEeBYIIKa, OLly-
I1asi, 4YTO KOJIEHKM HAuMHAIOT Opokarh. OHa ¢ yMa coluia — MPOCUTh O TOIO0OHOM UMmIiepaTopal
Hecnpixannas Harocts. He ynuBHTENIBHO, €l OH MepeaymaeT oparth e€ Ha padoty. — Ho, 3aruia-
TUB 3Ty CYMMY, Mbl C MAMOI CMOEM MOJIyYUTb OTCPOYKY IO JI0JITaM U CIacéM MarasuH!»

— OueHb HyXHO, — MOBTOPWJI UMIIEPATOp 3ayMUMBO. — YTO K, pa3 OYeHb, Bbl, 5 M0JIAralo,
CMOeTe OOBSICHUTh MHE, 3aUeM BaM 3TO HYKHO.

Codust HeyBepeHHO KMBHYJa. HelloBKO pacckasblBaTh Takue Beld O COOCTBEHHOM OTIIE, HO
€ro BEJIMYECTBO MPaB — OH JOJIKEH 3HATh.

U oHna pacckazana. CHauana ObU10 He 1o cede, Ho motoM Codust TOHEMHOTY YCTIOKOMJIACh U
NoBeJlasla UMITepaTopy BCE, UTo Oecrokomio eé B nocienHee BpeMsi. OH ciyinan, He nepeOuBasi, u
B IV1a3aX €ro OHa BUJEJIa UHTEpeC.

A korjaa Codust 3aKOHUYMIIA, €r0 BETUYECTBO MPOU3HEC:

— 4 nonsin, aiina Tanu. Y MeHst kK Bam BCTpeuHoe MpeijiokeHue. Bol nonyuure 3apruiaTy He
3a TpU Mecsl1Ia, a 3a IIECTb. 3aBTPa Ke.

OT ynuBJIeHUs OHA OTKPbLIA POT. A UMIIEPaTOP MPOJOIIKIIIL:

— Ho, kxoHe4HO, He mpocTo Tak. B TeyeHue mectu MecseB Bbl Oyfere padoTaTh ceMb JTHEN
B HEJIENI0 M KUTbh BO JBOpIIE MOCTOSAHHO. OTiIyyaTbCsi MOXKETE 110 BE€UYepaM U B TO BpeMs, KOrjaa
HacJIeIHUKY 3aHAThL. COrJIacHbI Ha TaKUe YCJIOBUS ?

Cocdus He Tymasia HU CEKyH/IBI.

— KoneuHo, Bailie BEJIMYECTBO.

— Eme pa3, — noropui umneparop, MsIrko ycMexHyBIIUCh. — [logymaiite XopolieHbko. Y
Bac He Oy/IeT MOJTHOLICHHBIX BBIXOIHBIX. B TeueHue nomyroga BaM MpUAETCs KUTh BO ABOPIE KPYT-
JIOCYTOYHO, OTJIy4YaThCsl CMOKETE TOJIbKO HEHAJI0Nr0. DTO HENPOCTo, aityia Tau.

— 4 monumato, Bame BenuvectBo. Ho... — OHa B3J0XHY/a U CKa3aia aOCOMIOTHO YECTHO:
— 310 cnacer Hac ¢ MmaMou 1 céctpamu. S 6e3mepno OnarogapHa Bam. Criacu6o orpomuoe! 4 Oymy
OYEHb CTapaThCs.

— He comHeBatoch, — KUBHYJI UMIIEPATOP, TOBOJIBHO MOOIECKUBAsI I1a3aMH.
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I'maBa 2

Korna Oyny1ast anbsiH ero gerei yiuia, ApeH noomien K OKHY, HacaaX1asCh PeJKUMU MUHY-
TaMU MOKOSI U OTMHOYECTBa. Yepes moyaca eMy Hy)KHO UATH Ha coBernanue CoBera Oe30IacHOCTH,
a TMOKa MOKHO HEMHOTO PacciIabUThCs U TTOyMaTb.

Uro 3k, XOTs1 Obl OJHO /IO M3 HAMEUYEeHHBIX Ha 3Ty Hejemo caenaHo. HaBepHoe. KoneuHo,
y 9TOH JIeBOYKM MAJIO OMbITA, HO OIBIT — JIEJI0 HAXKKUBHOE, a M3-32 COOCTBEHHOU MPOCHOBI U €ro
BEJIMKOIYITHOMN YCTYMNKHU OHa OyJeT CTapaThCsl 30 BCEX CUJI, JIUIIb Obl HE YBOJIMIIH.

ApeH XMBIKHYJI, TJISI/1s1 HA TOPO[I, B JIy4ax MOTyAEHHOIO COJTHIIA Ka3aBIIUICS OCIeNUTEbHBIM,
Oy/ATO TOTOBUJICS K IMpa3AHuKy. HeT, HUKakuMX Mpa3gHUKOB B Onipkaiiiee Bpems... M xopoiio —
Mpa3JHUKAMH UMIepaTop ObLT ChIT emE co JIHS AJbraHHbI, KOT/IA €T0 MbITAJIMCh YOUTb.

C aHbsH BCE EMCTBUTENIBLHO CIOKUIIOCH KaK HeJb3s JTydille, ApeH Jlaxke He 03KU/1aj MOJOOHOTO.
[Mocnenuue necsth JieT Bupmkunus, BeIpacTUBINasi COOCTBEHHBIX JeTel, HAXOIWJIACh BO IBOPIIE CEMb
JHEH B HeIeo, MOJTHOCTHIO MOCBsAIIast ceOsl cykOe, ¥ 3TO ObUIO OYeHb yNoOHO — Arara v AJiek-
CaHJIp He IepEXOJWIY U3 PYK B PYKHU, OT HIOCTOSIHHOW aHbsIH K aHbsIH BBIXOAHOTO AHSA. OHU PUBBIKJIN
K OTHOMY 4YesioBeKy. M Majo Toro, 4to ceidyac 3TOro 4esjaoBeKa HeOOXOAUMO ObUIO 3aMEHHTh, TaK
eré TpedoBaIOCh HAWTH JBYX aHbsIH BMECTO OTHOM — Ha Oy[JHU M Ha BBHIXOAHbIE. A TYT Takas yjaaya
— JIeBOUKa, KOTOpast COITIACHIIACh KHUTh BO ABOPIIE M BHIIOJHATH CBOU OOSI3aHHOCTH MTOCTOSTHHO 32
BBIJAHHYIO 3apaHee 3apruiaty. Arata U AJieKCaHJp NPUBBIKHYT K HeW 3a 3T MeCSIbl, a [IOTOM OH
HAJIET UM aHbsIH BBIXOIHOTO JHA. [IpUBBIKaTh K OMTHOMY HOBOMY YeJIOBEKY BCEr/a jierde, Yem cpazy
K IBYM.

A ecmu 3ta Codpust Tanm ENCTBUTENILHO CTAaHET XOPOUIO CIIPABJIATHCS, YEpe3 TpU Mecsla
TIOJTYYHT «IIPEMHIO» — 3apIlIaTy 3a BeIxomHble THU. Ceityac oHa 00 9TOM Jlake He 3aMKHYJIaCh, CKO-
pee Bcero, BooOIle He MogyMasia, a MOXKeT ObITh M He MOAyMaeT, HO ApeHy He HYX)KHO, YTOOBbI OHa
npocuiia ero 06 3ToM. Bupmkunus nonydana ABORHYIO 3apIuiaTy — 3a Oy[AHU U 3 BBIXOJHBIE, — U
Codust MOMyYHUT TAKYIO Ke, €CIU CIIPABUTCS. XOPOIIO Obl, YTOOBI CITPABUJIACK. . .

HerurynoBannas anbsH. UTo X, ero skeHa Oy/eT KpaiiHe HeJOBOJIbHA STUM (DAKTOM, JIEBOUKE
MPUIETCST HETIPOCTO. ApPEeH HEBOJBHO MOMOPIIMJICS, OCO3HAB, 4TO BUKTOpHS HaBepHSKa CTaHET
BbDKMBaTh CobUI0 U3 ABOPLIA BCEMH MBICIMMbBIMUA U HEMBICTMMbIMU criocoOamu. K coxanenuio —
WK K cyacTbio? — aiina Tanu He mpou3Besia Ha HEro BIleuaTIieHUsl 3y0acTol akyJibl, IOITOMY ei
MPUAETCS HETIPOCTO. ApeH Hafesuicsl, 4YTo BUKTOpHS B CBOUX MOMBITKAX BHIKUTh HEYTOJHYIO O0CO0Y
HE JIOWAET /10 TONHEeHInero abcypaa Wiv OTKPOBEHHBIX MpecTyruieHuid. OH, KOHEYHO, CIIPABUTCS C
YeM YTrojIHO, HO KakK e HaJoea 3Ta IEMOHOBA epyH/a. ..

Bpacrer cBsi3u Ha 3arsicThe 3aBUOPUPOBAJL.

— Jla, Agna.

— Bame BenimuectBo, wiensl CoBeTa 6€30MacHOCTH KAYT Bac B MaJIOM 3aJie COOpaHUH.

— Xoporo. Ckaxure UM, 4To 5 ceiyac noponay. Y coenaite MHe 4aro.

— KoHeuHo, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO.

keksk

Brinenmas u3 umneparopckoro asopua Cogus oumymana ceds NTULEH, KOTopas ymeeT
netats. OHa 1U1a 10 HaOEpeKHOM, M30 BCeX CUII CAEpKUBasi ceOsl, YTOObI He HauaTh IJTyTIO TIOTIPHI-
T'MBaTh WM HE IYCTUTHLCS B IJISIC — TaK €i ObLJIO paIOCTHO U3-3a CITyUUBILErOCs.

Koneuno, mame OyaeT CIOKHO OOXOAUTHCS Oe3 e€ MOMOIIM, HO 3TO JIydllle, YeM MPOoAaBaTh
MarasuH Wiv KBapTupy. [la v u3 Dim3bl BEIpOC/a peKpacHas HOMOIIHUILIA, €C/IU YTO, 3aMeHUT. [ 1aB-
HOE€ — OHU CIIaCeHsl, IeUCTBUTENBHO criaceHsl! biaronaps uMmneparopy.
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Codust uyTh OKpacHesa, BCIOMHUB 3TOro 4yesioBeka. OH He MOT CPaBHUTHCS HU C KEM U3 €€
3HAKOMBIX MYKUYUH, 0COOEHHO — C OTIIOM. BOT yX KTO ObUT 20COIOTHOM MPOTHUBOIIOIOKHOCTHIO €r0
BeJIMYECTBa, Tak 310 DitHap Taymm! Be3oTBeTcTBeHHBIN U Oe3anabepHbiii Ty/saka. J[la, HeXopoIo Tak
AyMaTh TIPO OTIIA, HO YK Kak ecTb. TouHee, Kak ObUIO. ..

Coduist 110 0TIy COBCEM He CKydJasia, HO BCE e el ObLIIO ero0 HEeMHOTO JKab.

A emg ObUIO XaJlb, YTO OHA HE CMOXKET paccKa3aTh MaMe M CECTpaM MPAKTHUECKU HUYETO U3
MIPOMBOIIIEIIEro ¢ Hell ceropts. Jlake Ha KOTro M ¢ KeM CTaHeT padoTath B AajibHeumemM. OO0 sTom
el COOOIIMIT IMITEpaToOp B CAMOM KOHIIE pa3roBopa.

— Ha Bcex cimyxammux s CTaBiio 1evaTb MOTYaHUsI, — OOBSCHWI OH, IOIHUMASICh C AMBaHA.
[Tonomeén k Codpuu 1 MUMONIETHO KOCHYJICS JIAZIOHBIO e€ Tieya. — B mpenenax 1Bopiia Bbl MOXETe
00CykJaTh 4TO YTOJHO M C KEM YrOJHO, HO 32 ero CTeHaMu — Hu4ero. CBOMM pOACTBEHHHKAM Bbl
COOOIIMTE TONBKO (PaKThl — BAC B3sJIM Ha padOTy ¥ BBIAAAYT BaM 3apIuiaTy 3a MOJroja, B3aMeH Bbl
COMIACHJIMCh HA CEMHJHEBHYI0 pabouylo Hezemo. Paccka3arh, UTO Bl CTaHETe aHbsIH MOUX JIETEH,
Bbl HUKOMY He cMoskeTe. Ceituac 3aiiiéTe K HaUaJIbHUKY OXPaHbl JBOPLA, OH BaC MOAPOOHO MPOWH-
CTPYKTHUPYET, YTO rOBOPUTH POACTBEHHHUKAM W 3HAKOMBIM.

Codwust moHMMarole KUBHYyJIa — MHOTO OHA M He oxuaaia. CTpaHHO, YTO B Mpeeniax JABOpIa
MOXHO OOJITaTh 4TO YrogHo... Ho ¢ Apyroi cCTOpoHBI — HAI0 Ke JIoAsAM vyecaThb si3biku! MHave ux
MPOCTO PA3OPBET.

— 41 xny Bac 3aBTpa, — ckazas umnepatop, koraa Codusi xoTesna ClpocuTh, ¢ KaKOro THs el
MIPUCTYTATh K CBOMM 00s13aHHOCTAM. — [Iprxonurte 3aBTpa K AeBsatu yrpa. CHavasna opopmure Bce
HEoOXOIMMBbIe IOKYMEHTHI B KaJpOBO#i cityx0e. To, 4TO BbI MMOKa3aJIl MHE CETOJHS, OCTaBbTE B IIPH-
E€MHOI Y AZTHBI — 3TO MOU CeKpeTaphb, BbI €€ BTN, 3aBTpa Bac 0pOpMSIT, BHIIALYT OOCIIAaHHYIO
3apIuiaTy, a MoTOM MPOBOAAT K JeTAM. S ooy, Kak TOJIbKO OCBOOOKYCh, M PACCKaXy 00 UX pac-
nvcaHuu. XoTs, cKkopee Bcero... — Vimmepatop yabIOHyIIcs, U OT 3Tol yinblOKM Codusi HEOKUIAHHO
CMyTHJIaCh. — Arara U cama CIpaBUTCS.

Ceituac, aHam3upysi coOcTBeHHbIe YyBCTBa, Cohust MOHMMAIa — B TOM YJIBIOKE OBLIIO MHOTO
HEKHOCTH, TpeJHa3HAYCHHOM, KOHEUHO, He eH, a jouepu. [1o kaxxaomy CIIOBY, MO BHIPAKEHHIO JIUIIA,
Ja Jake 1Mo TOMY, YTO €rO BEJIMYECTBO JIMYHO B3SUICS 32 TIOMCKU aHbsIH JJIs1 AraThl U AJIeKCaHapa,
Coduist IoHsIJIa — UMIIepaTop OYeHb JTOOUT CBOMX JeTeid. 1 910 Obuta emé oHa mpuvrHa, 1o KOTo-
poii oH et noHpaswics. OHa moOuIa 3a00TIUBBIX POAUTENEH U TEPIETh He MOIJIA PAaBHOAYIIHBIX.

Ho 6pu10 1 emg xoe-uro, Tonbko Coduisi crapaTesbHO THaIa OT ceOs MasieHInme MbICu 00
UMIIepaTope Kak O My)XK4YrMHe. DTH MBICJM HACTOMYMBO JIE3/IM B TOJIOBY, KOIJIa OHA BCTIOMHMHAJIA, KaK
OeCIIyMHO | TJIABHO OH JIBHUTAJICS, KaK YJbIOAJICS, KAK BHUMATEJILHO CITyIIAJ €€, C KAKUM BbIpaxe-
HHUEM JIMIa CMOTpEJ Ha JieTed. A YK O eTMHCTBEHHOM KPATKOM MTPUKOCHOBEHUH K I1JIedy OHA M BOBCE
cTapaJsiach He BCTIOMHUHATh — Cpa3y YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK jkKap 3aJIMBAET IIEKH.

— Hano ¢ 3tum cripaButhest, — nporenTaia Codus, Tiryooko B3noxHyB. — Hano, Cocdu. He
TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, UTO OH TBOH pabotozatesns. .. OH — smnar. Eciu nodyBcTByeT TBOE HEpaBHOIYIIIUE,
yBONUT. HyHO ¢ 3THM CrpaBUTHCsI, 00SI3aTENILHO HYKHO. ..

«BoOT TONBKO Kak ?» — moaymalia OHa TYT e C HEKOTOPOH JI0JIei OTUasiHUS, HAJIesICh, UTO 3TU
YyBCTBa — He OoJiee yeM HaBaxaeHue u goaro He npomssites. Korna Codust yuunack B UHCTUTYTE,
OHA HECKOJIBKO pa3 BIIOOJISLIACH B CTY/IEHTOB Pa3HbIX KYPCOB M KK/IbIN pa3, y3HaBas X 4yTh ONUKe,
Pa304apoBHIBATIACE.

«Ckopee Bcero, ¢ umriepatopom Oyaet Tak xe. U myckait, 3amurauna! [Tycts 6yneT tak».

Ho ona Bc€ paBHO ero Hapucyer, Kak TOJIbKO IOSIBUTCS BpPEMS.

Codun xoTenoch caenarh 3TO 0 APOKU B KOHUMKAX MAJTbIIEB.

keksk
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a1 y ApeHa ObLTH pacrucaHbl 0 MUHYTaM. Mek 1y 3aBTpakoM, 00€/IOM 1 Y)KUHOM, KOTOpBIE
MMIIepaTop crapajics MPOBOAUTh C CEMbEN, OH YAEJISAT BpeMs AOKJIaJaM IJI1aB pa3IMYHbIX BEJOMCTB,
JBOPIIOBBIM JIeJIaM U TIPUEMY YACTHBIX MOCETUTENeH. 3a KakI0M CIy)KO00¥ 3aKperuisyioch onpejie-
JE€HHOE BpeMs is1 coBenanmii. C 6e30MacHUKaMH 1 IO3HABATeIsIMU ApeH BUEJICS B IOHE/IEIbHUK,
C XO3SIICTBEHHUKAaMU M COTpyAHUKaMu KoMuTeTa KyabTyphbl, HAyKUd U 0Opa30BaHMst — BO BTOPHUK,
B Cpe/ly OTBOAMJIOCH BpeMsl [UIst (PUHAHCOBOT'O M CYJeOHOTO KOMHUTETOB, B YETBEPr — /17151 TOPrOBOT'O
Y JIMTJIOMATHYECKOro, B MATHUILY UMIIepaTopa Moceniaii OXpaHUTeNH, a cyo0oTa U BOCKPeCeHbe
OCTABAJIMCh VISl YACTHBIX BCTPEY U Pa3IMYHbIX MOE3/10K. DTO TO, YeM ApeH 3aHUMAJICS ITOCTOSIHHO,
HO OBbUIM ¥ BHETIJTAHOBBIE MEPONPUATHS. TaKMX 4acTeHBKO OKa3bIBAIOCH OOJIBIITMHCTBO.

3a BoceMb JIET UMIIEPATOPCTBA OH MPUBBIK K CBOEMY PaCIIMCAHUIO U PEKUMY, HO MHOT/Ia XOTe-
JIOCh OCTAHOBUTD 3TOT MOTOK OECKOHEUHBIX JIeJ XOTsI Obl Ha TIapy MeCsLEeB. YBbI, 3TO ObUIO HEBO3-
MOXHO, M1 B TaKW€ MOMEHTbl ApeH NMOHMUMAaJl CBOUX MPEALIECTBEHHUKOB, OTPEKABIUIUXCS OT Ipe-
crona. Jlajieko He Bce MMIepaTopsl Xk JJajld CMEPTH, Kak €ro OTell, MHOTHE YXOAWJIM Ha IIOKOM ropasio
panbinie. Bexk AJpro, CHIbHEHIIMX MaroB MMIIEPUH, JOJIOT, TIOITOMY y BJIACTU MMIIEPATOP Haxo-
IWJICS HE OTHO AECSATUJIETHE, a 3aKaHUYMBAJIOCH MTPaBJIeHHE 3a4acTyio oTpeueHreM. Korma Apen ObLt
COBCEM IOHBIM, OH CUHMTAJ 3TO ClabOCThIO, HO TeMeph HAYYWIICS IOHMMATh CBOMX IMPEAIIeCTBEeHHH-
KOB. Tskeno paboTaTh 6e3 BHIXOAHBIX M OTBEYATD 32 BCE, IPOUCXOSAINEE B CTPAHE.

N3-3a cobecenoBaHuil ¢ KaHAMJATAMU Ha MECTO aHbsIH COBEIaHue ¢ Oe30MacHUKaMU Ipu-
IIJIOCh CIBUHYTh, IO9TOMY Y MMITEpaTopa MPakTUYECKH He OCTAIOCh BpeMeHH Ha 00ea. OH ObIcTpo
MepeKyCHII ¥ cpasy modeskal K Jo3HaBaTelIsIM — TeM Bceraa ObUIO UTO paccKa3aTh, 1 ApeH MpOoBO-
3WJICS] C HUMM JJO CAMOTO Beyepa.

Emg B cepenune qHs eMy nepeaaiy mpoch0y MMITEpATPHLIBI 3aiTH, KOraa OyaeT BO3MOXKHOCTb,
Y OH HEBOJIbHO NOMOPINWJICS, TIOHMMAs, 0 YEM BUKTOpUs XOUeT MoroBopuTh. A TOYHEE, MOCKaHJa-
JUTh. ApeH kenan Obl OTTSAHYTh STOT BU3HUT, HO B TAKOM TOBE/ICHUM HE OBUIO CMBICNIA, U TIOTOMY
Onrke K KOHITy COBEIIIaHMsI OH Tiepejall ceKpeTapio BukTopuu, uTo 3aiieT yepes rnoyaca, u, 10CIy-
11aB JO3HaBaTeJel, MOCHENINI K JKEeHe.

Hacrpoenue 1aBHO CKaTHIIOCh HA OTMETKY «IapIIMBOE» — OH ObLT CTPAIITHO TOJIOfIEH, OE3yMHO
yCTaJl ¥ XOTeJI CriaTh, HO TPU TOM MOHMMAJ, YTO CIATh JISKET elE He CKOPO, M 3TO He J100aBIsIIo
nobposkenaTenbHOCTH. [Tocie pacKkpbITHs 3aroBopa MpoILIo He TaK YK MHOTO BpEMEHH, U OTTOJIOCKH
HEJJABHUX COOBITUM JI0 CHX TOP BUTAJIM B BO3/IyXE, CO3/1aBasi JOMOJIHUTENIbHBIE TPOOIEeMbI U ApeHy,
U OCTaJIbHBIM BeioMcTBaM. OrpoMHOE KOJIMYECTBO ApUCTOKPATOB IMPUIIUIOCh apecTOBaTh W HANTU
¥M 3aMeHy Ha CiTyk0e, a HEKOTOpble YMYIPUJIHCH cOeKaTh MPSMO U3-TIO/l HOoca JJO3HaBatese u 6e3-
OIACHUKOB, ¥ UX NEPUOANYECKH ITPOJOJIKAIIN JIOBUTh B Pa3HBbIX KOHLIAX cTpaHbl. [lapy apucrokparos
Ja’e BEpHyJIa ApyKeCTBEHHasi AJbTaka.

Bcé 310 pazgpaxano u yromssio. Borbiiie Bcero Ha cBete ApeHy XOTeloch Obl ceiuac He
pyrarbcs € JKEHOH, a Jieub psIOM, OOHSITh UM TIOJIEKaTh TaK XOTS Obl MUHYT MSATHAALATD, OIIYIIAst
WCXOJISIIIUE OT He€ BOJIHBI JIIOOBHU U TIOKOs. HO II000Bb ¥ MOKON — 3T0, K COXaJIleHHIo, He Tpo Buk-
TOPHIO.

Korma ApeH 3a11ién B criajibHIO K€HbI, OHA cHjiesia Ha Iyde BO3JIe TyaJleTHOrO CTOIMKA B XasiaTe
U3 TIOJIYTTPO3PAYHOrO TOIyOOTo IMIENTKA M pacy€chiBaia JUIMHHBIE 30JI0Thie BOJOCkl. MiMmepatop mpe-
KpacHO 3HaJl, YTo BUKTOpUS AenaeT Tak, Korjaa CUIbHO 31uTcsl. Bripouem, TyT U ragath He TpeOoBa-
JIOCh — KaK TOJIbKO OHA YBHJEJIa OTPaKeHUE My:Ka B 3epKaJjie, Cpa3y MPULLYPUIach U BbIAINIIA!

— 310 mpapja, YTO THI B3sUI IS HAIMMX JeTell Oe3pomaHylo aHbsIH? Bech nBoper ceromHs
o0cykJaeT 3Ty HOBOCTb. ApeH, 3To npasaa?

OH mpomI€n B CaBHIO, CeJT HA KPOBaTh U, OCTAPABIINCH MAKCUMAIIBHO PACCIaOUTh MBIIIIIHI,
OTBETUII:

— 41 B3s171 Ha pabOTy aHbsIH, KOTOpast MOHPaBWIACh Arate U AJleKcaHapy. DTO IJIaBHOE.

— Ho ona 6e3poanas? — BuKTopHs MOBEPHYIACH JIMIIOM K MYKY, C TPOMKHM CTYKOM TIOJIO-
KUB PACYECKY HA CTOJIUK.
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— Buk, — ckazan ApeH Tak CHOKOWHO, Kak Mor. — He 6e3ponHasi. CKOJIbKO MOKHO ITOBTO-
paTh? HetuTynoBaHHas1, He apUCTOKpaTKa.

— be3 pasnuiipl. Thi. ..

— Ecrb pasnuna. [a, 3ty moay He 00aJaloT KPOBHOW Marved, HO 3TO He 3HAYUT, YTO OHU
0e3poaHbIe.

— 41 He xouy, YTOOBI C MOMMHU JIETbMH 3aHUMAJIACh KaKasi-ToO... — BOCKJIMKHYJa BukTtopwus,
B IoJIoce €€ yxke SIBHO CJIbIIIAIACh UCTEpUKA. BripoyeM, He TOJBKO B rojoce. ApeH NpeKkpacHo YyB-
CTBOBAJI SMOIMU COOCTBEHHOM KEHBl — HETOJOBAHUE U 3JI0CTh Oy PIIMIN, KIIOKOTAIH, TTOKA CACPKH-
BaJINCh, HO 9TO HEHAAOJIT0. — 5] He xemnaio!..

— Buk, TbI crbimiana, uto s ckazan? OHa noHpaBuiiack Arate u Anekcanapy. Kakas pasuuia,
€CTb y HE€ TUTYJI WK HeT? PekoMeHJalmy OTIMYHbIe, JUILIOM JIyvileil ydyeHuus HeTtuTyTa npu-
KJIATHBIX HayK. TeOe HalOMHUTD, YeM 3aKOHYMJIVCH JBE TIPE/IbIAYIIHE TIONBITKY HAHSITh aHbsIH-apH-
crokparok? 3abpuia, Kak AJIEKCaHAp peBel LEeJBIMUA THSAMH, a AraTa Mpsrtanach, 1 MHE MPUILIOCH
OTMEHHUTH BCE JIeJ1a, YTOOBI UCKaTh BO JBOPIE COOCTBEHHYIO J0Yb?

— $1 momHI0, — orpe3Hynack Buktopus. — Ho, ApeH, Heykeau Hesb3s1 Togooparh KOro-To
emE, ¢ TutynoM? Ha TeOst 1 Tak 371TCs 32 3TOT 3aKOH, a THI elIE ycyryOssens !

7Kena BHOBb Hauasa MOBBIIIATH IOJIOC, U UMIIEPATOP IMOHSI, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 yCIOKOUTh €€
MOXHO TOJIBKO OTHUM CIIOCOOOM.

OH BcTas ¢ nocreiy, NoAoLEN K BUKTOprM — OHa OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH 3aMOTYala, — TOIHSI
€€ Ha PyKM U MOHEC K KpoBaTu. [1oy105kMi1 Ha MOKPBIBAJIO M HAYAJI PACCTErMBaTh XaJar.

— ApeH... — BUKTOpUs NIONBITATIACH OTTOJKHYTh €r0 PyKH, HO B €€ IMOIIMSAX BMECTe CO 3J10-
CTBIO OH YJIOBUJI BO30OykaeHue. — [lepectanb, Mbl el He 3aKOHYMIIH |
— Ceifyac 3aKOHYMM, — YCMEXHYJICSI ApeH, pacrnaxuBasi XajaT ¥ HaKpbIBask OOCUMU JIAJI0-

HAMU OOHAKEHHYIO TPY/Ib KESHBI.

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MHMHYT 3JI0CTh Y HETOJIOBAHUE PACTBOPWIIKCH, YCTYIIMB MECTO JAPYTMM YYB-
ctBaM — BukTopHst Kpruasia o HUM, Iiapariasi ero CliMHy OT CTPACTH, ¥ IIOTOM Y He€ He OCTaJIoCh
HU CWJI, HU JKEJIaHUS YCTPauBaTh CKaH/Ial.

KoneuHo, 310 BpemeHHast Mepa. ApeH MOHUMAJI 3TO, MOTJIaXUBask pa3ropsia€HHOE, MofIparuBa-
omec OT YAOBOJILCTBHUA TEJIO KCHBI. BI/IKTOpI/IH BBICKAXCT €EMY MPETEH3UU HE CIUHOK/IbI, OCO6€HHO
KOTJJa YBUIMT MOJIOIEHBKYIO 1 XopoieHbKyio Codwuio. iMneparpuiia Oblia peBHUBA KaK COTHH JIEMO-
HOB M BO BCEX MOJIOZIBIX CITy’KaHKax IMoOIo3peBaJia JIOOOBHUI] MYyXka.

JIioGoBHUIT ApeH He 3aBOIMJI C MOMEHTA 3aKIioueHrs opUIaIbHOro Opaka. Emy Obu10 ocTa-
TouHO Bukrtopuu. [la u... y Hero yxe ectb oiHa HemoOuMasi M HemoOsIIast )KeHIIMHA. 3a4eM eMy
BTOpas?

keksk

— Memns B3sim! — BockimkHyna Codusi, Kak TOIbKO JoOpaiach A0 I0Ma U BOIIUIA B MarasuH.
Aiina Tanu B 310 BpeMsi coOMpasia KpacuBbIi Pa3AHUYHBIN OyKET U Y4yTh HE YPOHHJIA €T0, YCIIBIIIAB
CJIOBA CTapuIey 10YEpH.

— CrnaBa 3amurtHuie, — BbIIOXHYJIa CHHTHS, TPYKUMasi K TPYIU LBEThl, U YJIBIOHYJIACh
KaKOW-TO TOyOe3yMHOM ybIOKoH. — W ubn netu OyayT TBoMMU moporieunbiMu? U... uto ¢ 3ap-
I1aToi?

Bonpoc npo nereit Cocpusi mpourHoprpoBaia — BCE paBHO MPaBAy OTBETUTbh OHA HE CMOJXKET,
IIPOCTO CKa3aja:

— Mawm, ¢ 3apmiaroil ectb OHO «HO». MHe BbIIaAyT €€ cpa3y 3a noaroga. — [naza CuH-
THU U3YMJIEHHO pacipriiich. — Ho mpuagrcst HaxomuThest BO IBOpIIE MOCTOSTHHO. CeMHIHEBKa, B
obmeM. 3aTo 310 OOJIbIIE MOJIOBUHBI MAMHOTO J10J1ra!

— Bonbiue nonosrHb?!

19



A. Hlnaitnep. «Tbma umneparopa. Yactb neppasi»

— Jla!

Aiina Tanu MeIJIeHHO OITyCTUJIaCh Ha JIEPEeBSIHHBIN TaOypeT.

— Codu, TbI HE MIyTUIIB?..

— Her. MHe npocTo nonu HaBcTpedy. S He npeacTasisio, 4to Oyy Jenarh, ecIu He CIIpaB-
JOCh. ...
CuHTHS CJIOBHO OYHYJIaCh — MOCMOTpEJIa Ha 10Yb BO3MYIIEHHO:

— He cripaBummbes?! 3amurauia ¢ Todoi, Codu, Tel 0053aTeIHHO CIPABUIILCS !

— A Tb1, MamM? MeHs# Beib TOUTH BCE BpeMsi He OyaeT qoma. Thl cMoskelns 6e3 Moeit oMOIIy ?
N nomomu otia. ..

— TBroii oTer1 OosbIIe MeMIal, YeM rmoMorat, — (peIpkHYyJIa aiina Tamu. — A yxk ¢ 3TUM JI0JIroM
oH BooOre... He qymaii 00 3ToM, IeBOYKa MOsI, BCE Oy/IeT XOpOoIIo. Du3a yke JOCTAaTOUHO OO0Jb-
mast. Ha 9Toil Henlenie oHa Ha KaHUKYJIax, a MOTOM IPH HEOOXOIMMOCTH CTaHET MIOMOTaTh MHE TIOCTIe
mkosbl. Jla, keratu. .. Koraa Tel mpuctynuib Kk padote?

Codust cMyIIEHHO 3aKycHia ryoy.

— 3aBTpa.

— Vxe?! — Mama nokauasa roiaoBoid. — Bot 310 ckopoctu y Hux Bo aopue! Tak ubK AeTH-
to? He ummneparopa Beap? — OHa 3acMmesiiach cOOCTBeHHOU TyTKe, U Corisi Toke YIBIOHYIACH,
XOTh U CTAJI0O HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO.

Panpitie oHa HuKora He 0OMaHBIBaJla MaMy, HO Ha BOIIPOC TPeOOBAJIOCh UYTO-TO OTBETHTH, &
CKa3aTh MpaBy y He€ He MoMyuuTcs. KoHeuHo, HaYaIbHUK OXPaHBI TBOPIA — BBICOKHIA U ITUPOKO-
TUICYHA MYKUMHA C CYPOBBIM B3IJISIIOM, TJIAIKO BRIOPHUTHIN, TOUHee 6e3 BOJIOC Ha TOJIOBE, OTUErO OH
nokazasicsi Copyru MOXOKUM Ha SAUIO ¢ OPOBAMHU, — XOPOIIO OOBSCHWI, YTO MIMEHHO OHA JIOJKHA
TOBOPHTH, HO BCE PaBHO OBLIO HEJIOBKO.

— Tawm mHoro geteii ciayxanmx. Vim TpeboBasiach aHbsIH.

— C yma coutu. .. Eciu cTONbKO JIeHeT IJIaTAT aHbsIH JIETe! CITYXkKalliX, CKOJIBKO ke MoTyvaeT
aHbSIH BEHIIEHOCHOU YeTh?

— TIlomnararo, Muoro, Mmam. A rae Dim3a u Po3u?

— Po3u s oTBena B gerckwmii caj, a JIu3 HaBepxy, yMTaeT.

— ¢ movigy, mo3oBy e€. [Tokaxy Koe-4To, YToObl OHA MOTJIa TeOe TOMOYb, KOT/ia 5 yely.

CuUHTHS KUBHYJIA M HEYBEPEHHO CIPOCHIIA:

— Ho 181 Benp Oyzenns Hac HaBemath? Wi 310. .. mpsiMo coBceM Ha mosroa?

— Koneuno Hagerty, Mam. He BonmHy#ics. Korga Mou BocnuTaHHUKY OyIyT 3aHATH — s Cpa3y
K BaM.

— Ox... Ycranemn, Codu.

OHa noxaJa rnjieJyamu:

— 3aro MBI Termepb TOYHO OCTaHEMCs U TIPU KBapTHpe, W MpH MarasuHe. Ham HeBeposTHO
noBe3sio! — U1 Codust yOexkana HaBepx, HE 3aMETUB, C KAKUM CTPAaHHBIM ¥ HEMHOTO HCITyTaHHBIM
BBIPQXXEHUEM JIMIIA TOCMOTpesia Ha He€ MaMma.

JleHb poIén B XJI0MOTaX, HO OHU OOJIbITIeN YacThio OKa3aauch MpustHeiMU. Codusi coOnpana
BeIllH, MOMYTHO YOUPasiCh B CBOEW KOMHATe, HACTABJIsIa U3y, Kak JIydIlle TOMOYb MaMe, U BO3H-
nack ¢ Po3u, meiTasich HaMoCeA0K XOPOIIEHbKO C HEll HauTpaThCsi — MOHMMAJA, YTO TIOTOM CTaHEeT
CTpAIIIHO CKy4aThb 1O MJIAJIIEN CecTpe.

[Nonroga Bo aBOpIIE MpakTUYECKU Oe3BBIIa3HO — 3TO Tshkeno. [la, HaBepHsKa OyaeT uHTe-
PEcHO, a TJIaBHOEe — TIONIe3HO Uil €€ Kapbepbl. Ecm oHa crpaBuTCs... A €M He CIpaBUTCS —
ru6esnbHo. Codrisi IOHMMAaIA 3TO OYEHb XOPOIIO, HO MOHMMAJA OHA TaKkKe, YTO Y He€ Kak Crierua-
JIUCTA HET IIPUYUH HE CIIPaBUTBLCA. Tombko BEIb UMCIOTCA U APYI'€ MOMCHTDI IIBOpHOBOﬁ KN3HU, B
KOTOPBIX OHA COBEPILICHHO HECBEIyIIA.
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Bech neHp Dnu3a nbITanach BHICIPOCUTH MOAPOOHOCTH CITyduBIIerocst yrpom, u Cocrin Ob110
He 1o cebe. OcoOeHHO Korjia cecTpa, Bo30YKIEHHO OJecTs rila3amMu, CIIPOCHIIA:

— A 1Bl BUENIa UMnepaTtopa?

Mawma toske 3auHTEpecoBaHHO nocMoTpesna Ha Coduio.

— Her. — Ox, xak xe cthiqHo! — 51 ObUIa TONBKO B CITyKeOHOM, Herapa Hou 30He. Bpsin
OH BOOOLIIE TAM XOIUT.

Onu3a pa304apoOBaHHO B3I0XHYJIA, SIBHO BCTIOMHMIIA, KAK OHU C MAaMOU BUJIENIN €ro BeJue-
ctBo. M3maneka, HO BCE-TaKW BUIEIH.

B Jlens Anbranns Codusi octanack goma ¢ Poszu, a Cuntus Tanu ¢ Dnuzon nonuim Ha [Bop-
HOBYIO TUIOIIab — CMOTPETh IIEPEMOHHIO TIOATBEPKICHUsI BJIacTU. BMeCTo 1iepeMOHUM Mpor30-
IIIJTa TIONBITKA YOUICTBA UMIIepaTopa. 3peuiiie 3TO ObUIO CTOJb BIEYATISIONIMM, YTO DITU3a LETyI0
HEeJIEeJTI0 He MOTJIa TOBOPUTh HU O YEM JIPYTOM.

Codmus Torma Obl1a pajga, 4To He MoIIa Ha IJIONMAIb, — HE XBaTajo eme YBUIETh OTOPBaH-
HBIE TOJIOBHl M MPEBPAIIEHHBIX B Menen Joaei! — a tenepsp xanena. Eil xoTenoch cpaBHUTH TOTO
MMIIepaTopa, C KOTOPHIM OHA TMO3HAKOMMJIACh YTPOM, C TeM, KOTOPOro DJi3a C MaMO# YBU/IENIU Ha
mwiomaau B JleHb AbraHHbl.

Xots Ob1 IoTOMY, uTO ceiiyac Cunrtus Tamm ckazana:

— WnTtepecHblii OH 4esoBek. CMeblil, KOHEYHO, U MPUHLIMITMAIBHBIN, HO... myraomui. 1
BOOOIIIE, JIyYIlle AePKUCh MOJAIBIIE OT BCEX STUX BEHIIEHOCHBIX 0CO0.

«He nonyunrcsi», — nogymana Codus, u cepaue e€ JporuayJio.

— Jla, mam.

TosbKO Beuepom, repes; CHOM, OHa HaKOHEIl CMOIJIA ClIeIaTh TO, O YéM MedTasia ¢ CaMoro yTpa.
Cena 3a cron 1, joctaB Oymary u KapaHziall, cTajla pucoBarh.

Beicokuii 100, TEMHBIE KOPOTKUE BOJIOCH, TOUEHBIN TIPODUIID, Y3KHE TYObI, YIPAMBINA MOA00-
POoK, mipsimas ciivHa. . . Lembix momyaca Codust, kKak B Tuxopaake, ObICTPBIMU ABVKEHUSIMU KapaH-
namia HabpachBaJIa MOPTPET YeJIOBEKa, OT 00pa3a KOTOPOro He MOIJIa OTIENaThCsl BECh IEHb.

Omna nymana, et cranet jerde. Ho sierue ve crano. Codusi HOMHBIMU CMSITEHHS TJIa3aMU CMOT-
pesa Ha HapUCOBAaHHBIN MPOMUIb UMIIEpaTopa M YyBCTBOBAJA, KaK OT ITOro Moprpera e€ Opocaer
TO B JKap, TO B XOJIOJI.

[onyunnock omuHO. Bripouem, oHa Beerza XopoIo prucoBasa.

— 3r0 nponaeT, mpoiaer, — mentana Cogus cede Mo HOC, cama He Bepst B TO, UTO TOBOPHUT.
— Bcé npoi €T, BOT yBUIUIIIb. ..

[Nomo6oBaBIIKCh HA MOPTPET €€ HECKOIBKO MHUHYT, OHA CHpATaa €ro B CyMKY, YTOOBI He
OCTaBJISAITh IOMa, U JIeTJIa CriaTh, IOHUMasi, YTO 3aBTpa e€ KU3Hb U3MEHUTCSI HaBCer/a.

keksk

BukTopus nonbitanach yCTpoUTh CKaHAN €€ pa3, KOrja 3allia K ApeHy Nepes CHOM, BbIsiC-
HUB, YTO KOMHATY JIJIsl aHbsIH TOTOBSIT Ha UX 3Taxe. CIIyru Ha3bIBaJIM STOT TaX «MapaJHbIM», pac-
TIOJIOXKEH OH ObLT OYeHb BHICOKO — Ha caMOM Bepxy I 1aBHO# OaitHu, [eHTpaIbHOM OalltHA ABOPIIA.
Ha, Tam xuna u Bupmkunus, npexHsis aHbsH AraThl U AJleKcaHpa, HO OHa Belpb... OHa Bellb apu-
CTOKparka, a otal..

ApeHny, y KOTOpOro O;1mke K HouM Hayasia 00J1eTh roJIoBa OT MMOCTOSTHHBIX MPO0OieM 1 pa300poK,
OYeHb XOTEJIOCh HUYEro He OOBSCHATH, a MPOCTO 3aTKHYTh KEHE POT 3aKJIMHAHWEM M OTIIPABUTDH
oOpaTHO B €€ KOMHATY.

— [eno ve B TuTynax, Buk. Copus — aHbsH Hamwmx gereid. OHa JOKHA KUTh B COCETHEN
KOMHare. JTa KOMHAaTa Bceria Oblla KOMHATOM aHbsTH HACTIEIHUKOB, HUYETO B 9TOM HET HEOP/IMHA. . .

— Ectb! BooOinie Bo BcéM! — kunsaTuiack cynpyra. — H... s mocMoTpesa ToKyMeHTbl! ApeH,
eil Bcero JBajuarh IecTb JieT!
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— N? — OH Hauan TepATh TEpIIECHNUE.

— OHa cimikoM Mosonas!

— TeOe HAMIOMHUTH, CKOJILKO JIET OBLIO HAIIUM MPebIAyIuM aHbsaH? W kakoe ¢uacko oHU
notepriesiu? Ecm cripaBuTcsi — MHe HEBaKHO, CKOJIBKO € JIeT, XOTb MTHaAaTh. He cripaButcs —
yBoJ0. VI XBaTUT MyCOJIUTD 3Ty TEMY.

— ApeH...

— 4 ckazas — XBaTUT, — MPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP TUXO U XOJIOAHO, M BUKTOpUS cpasy 3amor-
yana. OT He€ TUIECHYJIO CTPaxoM, U UMITEPATOP TOMOPIIIUIICS.

Hukorna Bukropus ero e 6osiach, Jake B caMOM Havajie 3HakoMcTBa. Emmié v mo stoit mpu-
YMHE W3 HECKOJIbKUX MPETEHICHTOK Ha TUTYJI UMIIepaTpUIlbl, OTOOPAHHBIX CITYXK00i O€30MacHOCTH,
OH BHIOpaT UMEHHO e€. JKeHUThCs ObUTO HEOOXOAMMO, TIO JTIOOBU, K COXKAJIEHUI0, HEBO3MOXKHO, TaK
XOTh Ha HeBecTe 0e3 SMOIMI CTpaxa v OIMacKH. ..

Ho nocrie Toro, kak ApeH Ha JIBopI1ioBoii 1tomaay 6e3 cyja v CleICTBUS yOrII COOCTBEHHOTO
Opara, Ha BUKTOpHIO MHOT]a HAKATHIBAJIO, XOTsI €€ Ha IJIoIaIu He ObU1o — OH 3arpeTiil. K 3aropopy
’KeHa He MMeJIa HA MaJIeHIIero OTHOIIEHH I, HO Ipyk0a ¢ yOUThIM AapOHOM M TO, UTO €l paccKa3asu
PO COOBITHSI, CBITPAJIO CBOIO POJIb, M TEMEpb OHA MOPOH myrajack. CIOBHO OH HA CaMOM JeJie MOT
€€ UCIIENEUTD.

HenpusiTHO, HO ApeH mpeAroYnTal He TOBOPUTH Ha 3Ty TeMy. XOTsl, BO3BMOXHO, CJI€/I0BAJIO OBl.
Hu B 01HOM M3 CYIIECTBYIOIIMX 3aKOHOB UMIIEPATOP HE HAJEISUIICS BIACTHIO IPUHUMATh PEIICHUE O
Ka3HHU U TYT ke CaMOJIMYHO €€ OCyIIecTBIsATh. OH COBEPILIIII MPECTYIUIEHUE, HO TOJIbKO XkeHa Opata
CymeJia CKa3aTh eMy 3TO, IJIsi/IS B I71a3a, — OCTaJIbHbIE MOJTYAJIH, SIBHO OMAacasich MOBTOPEHMUSI CYAbObI
Aapona.

Kanen mu on? Her. U cienan 6b1 310 emé pa3. Cya HaJ eqJUHOKPOBHBIM OpaToM UMIIepaTopa
TYT e TpeBpaTuiics Obl B hapc — cy/bs, Jaxke BepXoBHbINA, He cTasl Obl BRIHOCUTb CMEPTHBIN TIPH-
TOBOp UJIeHy ceMbU AJIbro. A OCTaBJIATh B JKUBBIX JIMJIEPA 3arOBOPIIMKOB, BOKPYT KOTOPOTO BCE
OHHU MOTYT BHOBb OOBEIMHUTHCS, — Oe3ymue. ApeH 0e3yMHbIM He Obl1. 1 yOun cpasy HECKOJIBKO
JIEMOHOB — YHUUTOXHJI TJIaBY 3aroBOpa, a 320[HO JaJl TIOHATh OCTAJIbHBIM €T0 YYaCTHUKAM, KaKast
cyabOa X KIET B Cllyyae HEMOBUHOBEHUs. PaHbIlle OHM He CIMIIKOM-TO O0suTMCh ApeHa, a Ternepb
— em€ Kak. Koraa Ha TBOMX I1a3ax MMIIEpaTop MpeBpallaeT B nernes CoOOCTBEHHOro Oparta, CIOKHO
HE UCITyTaThCsl.

Terneps Obl €11IE MOCKOpee peluTh MpodieMy ¢ poroBor Maruei. . . [lepcriekTBa ocrarbest 6e3
He€ Tak IMyraja apuCTOKPaTOB, YTO KEHUBIIMXCS HAa HETUTYJIOBAHHBIX MO BCEW CTpaHe HaOpasioch
Bcero Tpoe. KoHeuHo, MpoIIEN TOJIbKO MECHILI, HO. . .

— Xoporto, — mpepBaa ero Mbiciu Buktopusi, THxo B3JOXHYB. — {1 moiiay k ceoe.

— Ha. ", Buk... — OH nomeinJ, HO BC€ ke ckazai: — OueHb MpoIily, He MbITANCs BbDKUTh
U3 IBOpIIA HAIITYy HOBYIO aHbsIH. Y MEHsI ceiluac CJIOKHbIe BpeMEHa, Thl ke TIOHUMAEIIIb.

Cymipyra kuBHyJa. ApeH HpHUcTylnaics K e€ 4YyBCTBAM — CMSTEHHUE, pa3JpakeHue, Jaxe
3710CTh. .. CMUpeHus He ObLIO.

— He no6aensii MHe poOieMm.

— He no6asimo, — otBetusa Buktopus, He misias Ha Hero. — Ho. .. eciiu oHa He cripaBUTCS,
THI Be/lb €€ YBOJIUIIIL?

— Ecim He cipaButcsa — na.

Oxpany, 4T0 J1, TpUCTaBUTD K 3T0 Copun? XoTs Kyaa OXpaHHUKAM, J1a)Ke CAMBbIM JIyUIlIKM,
TATATbCS C €r0 KEHOW?
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I'nmaBa 3

Codus mpocHyach 331050 /10 3BOHKA OyANIbHUKA.

Jlexana, ciymana CTyk COOCTBEHHOTO ceplilia, CMOTpeJia B OKHO — HeOO TOJIBbKO-TOJIbKO HA4H-
HaJIO CBETJIETh, I7Ie-TO HA TOPU3OHTE BCXOJUJIO COJHILIE, TPOTOHSSI HOYHYIO ThMY, — OHa JiyMaJia.

Ecnu Obl HakaHyHe B 9TO ke BpeMsl KTO-HUOYIb pa30yauil e€ U cKa3aj, YTO OHa CKOPO yCTpO-
UTCS Ha pabOTy aHbsIH B UMIIEPATOPCKUIA IBOPEL] — M He K KOMY-HHOYIIb, a K JIETSIM €r0 BeJIuecTBa!
— Codust Tonpko ynbIOHYIack Obl HeJIeNoi U riaynoy myTke. Eil 1o cux mop kazanock, 4To BCE 3T0
COH.

Her, koHe4HoO, He coH, HoO... KTo 3HaeT, BApyr umneparop ycnen nepeaymars? Ceiiuac oHa Ipu-
AET BO IBOpELl U ell CKaxyT: «/I3BUHMTE, HO €ro BeJIMYECTBO MPUHSII PEIICHHE HE B Ballly MOJIb3Y».

CrpaHHO 1 Jake HeMHOro 3a6aBHO, HO Codus He Bepuiia B TaKyl0 BO3MOKHOCTb. BerioMuHast
ApeHa...

Her-ner, rynas, HUKOrAa He Ha3bIBail €ro 1o UMEHH, HUKoraa!

BcrnomuHas nMmieparopa — J1a, BOT TaK, — OHA IIOYEMY-TO HE COMHEBAJIACh: €CJIN ObI OH Tiepe-
AyMmaJl, HOnpocuil Obl CBOEro cekperaps npeaynpeantb Coduio, 4ToObl OHA HE TpaTHJIa BpeMs U He
MIPUXOANJIA BO JIBOPEIL.

— Tlouemy THI Tak gymaeis o HEM, Codu? — mpolienTana AeBYIIKa, IPUKUMAas JaJOHU K
71a3aM U B3Jpixasi. — Tl 5ke ero CoBceM He 3Haelllb. ..

«He 3Haems. . .»

UYTO-TO BHYTpPH MPOTUBHUIIOCH STOMY yTBepxkaeHHI0. Coust mpITasack CHOpUTh ¢ COOOH, HO. ..
TOJIKY OBLIIO MAJIO.

Benp ¢ cepatiem crioputhb Gecrone3Ho.

— Vnaum, mos 1eBouKa, — HIenHyJ1a fouepu Ha npomanre Cunrus Tanu, noka Po3u n Dmm3a,
BCXJIMITBIBAS M IIMBITas1 HOCaMH, Jie3 oOHuMath Coduio.

— 4 nocrapaioch, Kak MOKHO Yalle. . .

— Kak cmoxenis. He nepexuBaii, Mbl CLIpaBUMCH.

— W TbI TOXKE ! — 3as1BMIIa D3 TPOMKO 3BEHSILMM OT CAEPAKUBAEMBIX CJIE3 rosiocom. — ...
BBIM/JICIIIb 3aMY3K 32 ITPUHILIA, BOT!

Codust ynpIOHYIaCh, HO OT TOM YJIBIOKU BESIIO TOPEYbIO.

Bpsig v XOTh OAVH MPUHI] CMOKET CPABHUTHCH C. ..

«He HazpIBai ero o nmenn. He HazbiBaii!»

— O0s3aTenbHO BB, JIu3. XoTs emg jtydiiie cocBatath KOMY-HUOYIb U3 TIPUHIIEB TeOs WK
Po3u.

— Her yx, — ckazana aina Taim nonyuymBo-1oiaycepbe3Ho. — C apyucTOKpaTamMmu CBSI3bI-
BaThCs HE CTOUT, HEBAKHO, TIPUHIIBI OHU WJIM MTPOCTO. .. BeiOupaiite ceGe )eHUXOB M3 HAIIero Kpyra.
Codmu?..

— 4 3na10, mam! — OHa uMOKHyJ1a MaTh B IIEKY. — He BonHymcs.

Her, Bcé-Taku 310 Aa)e MOJE3HO — HE UMETh BO3MOKHOCTH PAacCKa3arh O TOM, KyJa UMEHHO
e€ B3sUM Ha padoty. MHaye Mama OT GECIOKOMCTBAa TOYHO C yMa coluia Obl. A Tak OHa IMPOCTO CJIerka
BOJIHYETCS.

[NonxBaTuB Be OONbIIME CYMKH, Ha cOOp KoTopbix Codusi MmoTpaTuiia HaKaHyHe IOJIHS,
JEBYIIIKa, HAMOCJIEIOK PAaCUEIOBaB €€ pa3 MaTh U CECTEP, BHICKOJIb3HYJIA 32 JBEPDb U CeJla B 3aKa-
3aHHBI MarMOOMJTb, KOTOPBIN JIOJKEH ObLT OTBE3TH €€ K MMITEPATOPCKOMY JTBOPILY.

B cymkax ObLIO TOJBKO caMoe HeoOXOIMMOe — Ha TepBoe BpeMsi. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, HE B
TIopbMY *ke e€ caxaoT! Ecnu uto, BeiOepeTcs: TOMOii 3a TeM, YTO MOHA00UTCS.

Bort uHTEpecHo, a riie oHa OyaeT KUTh?..
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Boane Bxona Bo asopen; Coduio kJanu IBO€ CIyT — YK€ 3HAKOMBII MyKYMHA CPEJHUX JIET B
TEMHO-CUHEN (pOpPME M COBCEM IOHBII MAPHUIIIKA B 3€JIEHOM.

— JoGpoe yTpo, aitna Taim, — KUBHYJ CTapiiui, Kak Toiapko Codust BBIIILIA U3 MArMOOWIIS.
— 41 nmpoBOXKyY Bac B KagpoByIo ciyk0y. [IuK, Oepr CyMKM M HECH UX B KOMHATY.

[Napens, He Memkas, 3ae3 B OaraxxHUK, a Codus mocremmia caeoM 3a 3HAKOMbIM CITyTOn
BHYTpPb ABOpLA. XOTs... 3HAKOMbIM JI1?

— A Kak Bac... — HavaJjia OHa, HO He JIOTOBOpPUJIa — MYKUMHA OTBETHJI, YIBIOHYBIIHCh:

— 4 Tpeii I'pun. BayTpenusis ciyx06a apopua. VI3BuHUTE, YTO HE MPEACTABIIICS B MPOILILIA
pas.

— He nymaim, uto MeHs Bo3bMyT? — cripociiia Codust nrymmBo. OHa Obl HUIUYTh HE YUBU-
J1ach, TIOJYYUB OTBET «a», HO Tpell moKavas roJioBoi:

— Her, npocTto ObUT HEMHOTO «B MbLJIe», 3a0bUL. B 11e710M TO, UTO Bac... A JaBaiiTe HA «Thi»?

— Jla, KOHEYHO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OHU, KaKk ¥ HaKaHyHe, BOILLIM B [TOMeIIeHHe ¢ iudramu, 1 Tpeil Haxkaa KHONKY
«BBepX». [IBepu cpasy OTKpPBUIUChH, U MYKYMHA, IIArHyB B KAOUHY, MTPOIOJIKII:

— Taxk Bot. To, 4TO Bac NpUHSIIN, B LEJIOM HE YAUBUTEIBHO.

Codus BorLIa Cea0M.

— 9710 U3-3a 3aKoHa?

— He tonbko. — Ha atot pa3 Tpeit Haxkan KHONKY ¢ U(pou «ITh». — [la, ero BemyecTBy
HE BaKHBI TUTYJIbI, HO OH HE CyMACIIeIIINI, YTOObl Be3[e ¥ BCIOAY JaBaTh NPUBIJIETHN HETUTYJIO-
BaHHBIM Maram. [IpocTo... Buzena Obl Thl TE€X, KTO MPUXOAUIT 10 TeOsI. . .

— JIBoMX s BUAENA.

— Ux 6pu10 Gobitie. M Bce OHM. .. Takoe BIeYaTJIeHHE, YTO CaMU HOCAT (haMunio AJibro. Yem
kuyarcs? HernoHstHo.

— Cpeau aHbsIH OY€Hb MaJIo apuCcTOKpaToB, — mosiciua Cocusi. — Kpaiine masno. A e, 4to
€CTh, — CJ1a0ble Marv ¢ AapoM eIi€ MEeHBIINM, YeM y MeHs. VIX 3aaeBaer, 4To MpUXOIUTCs TIPUCITY-
KuBaTh. VI OHU MPUHIMITMATIBHO HE UAYT paboTaTh K MPOCTHIM JIIO/ISIM.

— BoT uMeHHO, — KUBHYI ciTy:Kaiuil. [Isepu oTKpblnch, 1 oHu ¢ Codureit BBIILIM U3 JTUdTA.
— Ero BemuecTBO 0YeHb pa3ipaxkaeT JeJieHHe Ha «IIPOCTHIX» U «CJIOKHBIX» Jiofiel. Trl 9TOr0 Helo-
CTaTKa JIMILIEHa, B OTJIMYKE OT OCTAIbHBIX KaHAWAATOK. Tak... Hy BOT, Mbl IIPUIILIN.

Codus orisizieniach — MIMPOKHIA KOPUAOP, IO KOTOPOMY MPOXOAMIIN pa3HbIe CTysKalue, ObLT
TaKMM JJTMHHBIM, YTO €r0 KOHIIA OHA He MOTJIa YBUAETb. [[BepH 3/1€Ch MMENUCh, HO HE PE3HBbIE, & OObIY-
Hble JIepeBsiHHbIE. Bo3/ie 01HOM — 13 TEMHO-KPACHOTO JIepeBa — OHU U CTOsUM ceiuac ¢ Tpeem.

— Wnn. Tebs opopmAT, AymMalo, MEHBIIIE YeM 3a Yac. A MOTOM HaBEpHSIKA OISTh MEHS BBI30BYT
— MPOBOJUTH B TBOIO KOMHATY.

— A 1zie 51 6yny xuth? — Codust He cMorvIa yueparbcsi OT Borpoca. M oT HeOKMJaHHOCTH
MPUOTKPBLIA POT, KOIZla €€ HOBbIM 3HAKOMBIM, YCMEXHYBIINCh, OTBETHUIL:

— Psagom ¢ Aratoit u AniekcaHIpoM, KOHEUHO.

3a JABephi0 HAXOAWJIOCh OTPOMHOE MOMEIIeHUE C BHICOUEHHBIM TMOTOJIKOM, MOXOKee Ha Ouo-
JIMOTEKY — TOJIbKO BMECTO KHUT Ha CTeJUIaXax CTOSUIA KaKUe-TO Marku. 3/1eCh MOIJIO TOMECTUThCS
MHOECTBO CJTyKallliX, HO 3a JJTMHHBIMU IIMPOKVMHU CTOJIAMH, TTOCTABJICHHBIMU OyKBOU «I >, cuyenu
BCEI'O YETBHIPEC YCTIOBEKA — TPHU KCHIIWHBI 1 MYKUYHHA.

— Aiina Tamu? — OpHa U3 KeHIIMH, HaxoasImasics ommke Beero k Codun, oHsIa roJIoBY.
— Wnure ciona v caaguTech psIoM CO MHOM.

Codwust, ToBs Ha ceOe B3I MPUCY TCTBYIONINX,, TIOIOIUIA OJIMKE 1 OITyCTUIIACh Ha CTYJI BO3JIE
CTOJIA.
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— Mesns 30ByT Jopotu Taadn. S muammmii kKagpoBslii coTpyaHuk. Ceitdac Mbl ¢ Bamu oop-
MHUM BC€ JJOKYMEHTBI, 3aTeM Bbl MIOJyYHTe 3apIuiaTy 3a MOJrofa y Hallero CTapiiero CoTpyaHuka, a
notoM OyzieTe 6ece/1oBaTh C TIIaBHBIM JTBOPIIOBBIM YITPABJISIONTM.

— 3T0 CO MHOM, — MOCTBIIAJICS C3a1 BECENbIN ronoc, 1 Codusi, 00EpHYBIIKCH, YBUENIA, UTO
eIMHCTBEHHbII MyKUMHA B KOMHATE IUPOKO eil ynbioaercs. [1oKumon apucTokpar ¢ COBEpIIeHHO
CeJIbIMH BOJIOCAMH, yCaMH U OOPOJIKOM, OfIETHIN B Oemyio (hopmy.

CraJio uHTEepecHO: mouemy y Bcex pasHas popma? Bor, kerary, y Jlopotu Taadn popma romy-
6as1. Otuero?

Ho cnpammmBats ceituac 0b1U10 HEYI00HO, o3toMy Codusi mpoMosTJaa.

— JlepxuTte 10roBOp, — MPOAOJIKala FTOBOPUTH MJIAIIINI KalpOBBIA COTPYAHUK. — Bcé npo-
BepbTe, MOKAJIYICTa, M, €CIIM COIJIACHBI, TIOCTaBbTe MOANKCH HA KaXIOW cTpaHuiie. BHUMaTe pHO
MPOYTHUTE BCE MYHKTHI, TO BAXHO.

Coduist KMBHYJA, YIIyOMIach B JOrOBOP U TIOUTH Cpa3y YAUBJIEHHO OKPYIJIMIA I71a3a.

«['pacuk paboOThl — TIO JAEBATH YACOB B JIeHb C MOHEEIbHUKA MO MATHUILY. [lepBbie 1mecTb
MecsteB PaboTHUK 00s13yeTcst paboTaTh CBEPXYPOUYHO, C BBITLIATOM 3apaO0THOM TLIATHI 32 3TH MECSIIbI
B CTONPOIIEHTHOM pa3Mepe B JICHb YCTPOUCTBA Ha padoTy. KommyecTtBo pabounx yacoB OyueT puk-
cupoBathes B Tabene. B ciydae eciiu PaboTHHK uepes mmecTh MecsieB OyIeT COCTOSATh Ha Cyxkoe,
Paboronmarenb 00s3yeTcss BhIUIATUThL PAaOOTHUKY 3apa0OTHYIO TUIATy 3a BCe OTpaOOTaHHBIE BHIXO-
HbIE, TUTIOC TPEMHUIO 3a IepepadoTKy. Pasmep npemun He pernaMeHTUpyeTCsl HacTOSUM JJoroBopom
u onpenensercs JmyHo Ero BenmuectBom».

3apaboTHas mara 3a BeIXOIHBIE?!

[Tpemus 3a mepepadoTky?!

O, 3amurHuna, 370 1myTKa?..

— A-a-a... — Codwus TKHYJA MajblieM B JOroBop M nofgHsia masa Ha Joporu Taadn. — A
HUYEro MoJoOHOro He 00CykJajla ¢ UMIIEPaTOPOM. . .

— Ero BemmMuecTBO caM MPOCHJT BHECTH STOT MYHKT, — OTBETHJIA JKEHIIUHA, U TYOBl €€ 4yTh
APOTHYIH, CJIOBHO €/ 3aX0TeJIOCh YIBIOHYThcsl. — TO ecTh He BOJHYHTeCh, OH B Kypce. M BooOie,
ero MOJIHUChH YK€ CTOUT, OH BCE unTail. OCTanoch TOJIbKO MOCTABUTH BaIlly.

Cam nipocuin?.. Ilogrmucan?..

Codus nzymnénHo 3amoprayia. Moxer, oHa CiuT U BUIUT coH? CauikoM HeBeposTHO! Mano
TOTO, YTO 3apIliaTa 3a MOJrojia BIEpEN, TaK enié v 3a BBIXOIHBIE 3AIUIATAT, U 32 iepepadoTKy. .. Eciu
OHa CIPaBUTCH.

«BOT MIMEHHO — ecT».

— A... TYT eCTb MyHKT, OOBSICHSIONIMIA, 4TO OYyJeT B CIyyae yBOJIbHEHUsA?..

— Koneuno. Tyt ectb Bc€. YuTaiiTe gajblue.

Codust mpoomkuiia YTeHre U Yepe3 MUHYTY Halllla TO, YTO €€ MHTEPeCcOBaJIO.

«B ciyyae yBonmbHeHUs1 PaboTHMKAa — 10 ero MHWIIMATHBE WM MHUIMaTHBe Padotomarens
— BbIJaHHAsA 3apabOTHAs TUIaTa MOMJICKUT BO3BPAIIEHHIO C YIETOM OTpadOTaHHOrO PaboTHUKOM
cpoka. OcraBmiasicss cymma OyAeT Bo3BpaiiaTbcss PAOOTHUKOM vepe3 MOAOXOJHbINA HAJIOT B TEYEHHE
IIATH JIET».

Korma Codust unrana, e€ 6pocayio To B kap, TO B XOJIO/,.

Koneuno, 3aprutaty npuaércs BepHyTh. Ho 0HO /1e510 — cpa3y, ¥ COBCeM Apyroe — B TCUCHHUE
TISATH JIET, BBIIUIAYMBAS HAIOTH. DTO HE TaK OIIyTUMO.

Nmrnieparop. ..

Codwuio BHOBb OpOCHIIO B kap. 3allUTHUIIA, KaK jKe OHa eMy OnarogapHa!

— [Ipowm? Torga nognuceiBaiiTe ckopee.

Hpoxarmieit pykorn Coduisi B3sila pydky CO CTONAa U OBICTPO TOANHUCANA KaXIBIH JIUCTOK.
HeBonbHO MoKocHIach Ha MUPOKYIO, PA3MAIIKCTYIO TIOAIKCH €r0 BETMUECTBA PSJIOM C MevaThio —
OT KKJIOTO pOCYEpKa, KaKA0ro U3rida UK BOJIHBI CHJIBI M YBEPEHHOCTH B cede.
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— OmmyYHo, a Terneps, OyapTe T0Opbl, CHUMHUTE CBOM OpaciieT CBS3M.

— Yro?..

— DBpacner cBs3u. 4 Beiiam Bam HOBBIH. [lepenecy Bcio MH(MOpMAIMIO U3 BaIllero CTaporo
Opacnera. He BonmHy#TeCh, HUYETO HE MOTEPsETCS. DTO HEOOXOAUMO CesIaTh U3 COOOpaKEeHUN Oe3-
OIAaCHOCTH.

Hopotu Taabn gocraia U3 sAMKa CToja MPO3PaYHyI0 KOPOOOUKY, B KOTOPOU JiexKal YE€PHBIN
Opacner, u ipotsiHy/Ia e€ Codum.

— Jepxwure. OTKpbIBaiiTe, goctaBaiite. [loTom Hao OyaeT MOANMCATh BEJOMOCTh O BblIaue
Opacrnerta, 3T0 y HaC UAET OTIAEIIBHO.

Coduist OTKpbLIa KOPOOOUKY, KOTOpast OKa3aaach He KOPOOOUKOM, a MaTepHaIbHBIM 3aIlIUTHBIM
KYIIOJIOM, ¥ BHITAIlIWJIA HAPYXKY Opacier.

W — B KOTOpBII pa3 3a CErOOHAIIHUN JEHb U3YMJIEHHO BbIJOXHYNA. [{pakoHbs KOXa U Mpo-
3pauyHblii KPUCTAIT «CJie3a BEYHOCTH» ! 3HAUUT, B OTHE HE TOopUT. Takue OpacieTsl CBSI3U CTOMIIH
OACHOCIIOBHBIX JICHET, M AaJIeKO He KaXKIblil apUCTOKPAT MOT MO3BOJIUTH ceOe MoJgoOHbIN apTedaKT.

INoka Cogus crsruBana crapsiii Opaciet, [Jopotu Taabn mpogoskana roBOpUTS:

— OH nox wumo3ueit. BHe nBopiia Bce OyayT BUeTh OOBIYHBINA OpacyeT, MOXOXUI Ha Barll
npexHuil. OT MpekHero 3ToT OpaciieT OTIMYAETCS He TOJIbKO TeM, 4TO He TOpHT B orHe. [lamsaTh Ha
HOMepa CBSI3U YBEJIMUEHa M JJOXOIUT JI0 THICSUH.

«3auem CTosbKOo?!»

— Kpome Toro, B 6pacier BCTPOEHO HECKOJIbKO 3allMTHBIX 3aKJIMHAHWH, B TOM YMCJIe MEH-
tanbHOe. Creuika, KoneuHo. M camoe riiaBHoe. . .

Aiina Taadn noxnanack, korna Cogust 3acternér 6pacier. Cpepudeckuii 3KkpaH 3aCBETHICS U
cpa3y paszzaenwics Ha Tp yacTu. CBepXy U CHU3Y — 30JI0TO€ M OeJIoe ToJisl, OCepeJiHe — BpeMs,
Jata, TeMIrepaTypa Bo3ayXa U MPOCTPAHCTBEHHbIE KOOPMHATHI.

— Ecim HaxMéETe Ha 30J10TYI0 00/1aCTh, OpacieT cpa3dy COeqUHUT Bac C €ro BeJIMUYECTBOM.

Codust Ha mapy cekyH/ nepecrayia AblaTh OT YAUBICHUS.

— $1 nymaio, He CTOUT OOBSCHATH, UYTO HAXKUMATH CJIEYeT TOJIBKO B KpaiiHeM ciydae?

— Jla yx, — npoGopmoTaia JeBymka. — A... TOJIBKO HaXaTh?..

— Emi€ ronocom moxuo. Hy 1 B caMom KpaiiHeM cityyae — MeHTaJIbHO. IHCTpYyKIusl BHYTpU
Opaciera ecTb, TIOUYUTANWTE 00s3aTeIbHO. MEHTAIBHBIA BBI30OB PadOTAeT TOJBKO C MUMIIEPATOPOM.
KoHeuHo, 3TO CIIUIIIKOM CJIOKHO ¥ BOOOIIE BpsiI 1 moHanoouTces. Tak, ganbine. .. [a, 6enas odnactb
— 9TO BCe OCTaJIbHbIE KOHTAKThl. KcTaTy, naBaiite cBOM OpacieT, mepeHecéM Ballli JIMYHbIe HOMepa.
A TO B 3TOM ceivac TOJIBKO CTaHJAPTHBIE CITYKEOHbIE.

Hopotu Taabn noguecna crapsiii Opacier Coduu K HOBOMY, IUIOTHO TPHKasia SKPaHbl JPYT K
ApYry — | 4epe3 JeCATh CeKYH] 13 OOHOBKHU TOCTIBIIIAJICS OECCTPACTHBIN KEHCKUI ToJIoC:

— CHHXpOHU3aLMs1 3aBEpILEHA.

C yma coiitu. Codpuu cTpaIiHo ObIIO MPEJICTaBUTh, CKOJIBKO MOKET CTOUTH TO UyJ0 apTedak-
TOPHKH.

— Bcé€, moanucekiBaiiTe BEAOMOCTb: s OT/IasIa BaM OpaclieT, a Bbl €r0 MPUHSLIH.

— Ilpu yBOosIBHEHMH CHAETCS OOpaTHO?

— EctecTBeHHO.

Codust, mpobexaB ra3aMu TEKCT, MOJMaxXHyJIa BEIOMOCTh, U ailyia TaaOm, 3a0paB OyMaxKy,
yKazaja Ha CTOJ KOJUIeTH:

— MBbI ¢ BaMu 3aKOHYWIIY, UJIMTE 32 3apIUIaTOM.

Cnpaga ot [IopoTu cuiena KeHIIMHA 9y Th MOCTapIIie, CO CTPOTUM ITyYKOM Ha MaKYIIIKe U TOXe
B roiyoout ¢popme. Kusnyna Coun, onycTuBIIeiics Ha CTYJI BO3JIE €€ CToa, U CKasaa:

— Mens 30ByT O Draiipo, s CTapLIMii KaJpoBblil COTPYJHHUK, OTBEYAI0 B TOM YHCIIE 32
3apa0oTHbIe TU1aThl. Eciii B masbHeieM y Bac BOHUKHYT KaKUe-TO BOMPOCH, aita Tanu, Muioctu
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nipoiy. [ToHeaenbHUK-TIATHULIA, C AECATH A0 ecTu. Ha BesAkmii cimyvail — Jtyyiiie pUxoJuTh Mocie
YETBIPEX.

Codus noHsaMBO KuBHYJa. [Toka BOMpocoB Mo 3apruiate y He€ He UMEJIOCh, a U MoIyvarh
CJEYIOIYI0 OHA OyJeT eIié He CKOpO.

— Hepxute, — O Draiipo NpoTsHyJIa JeByIIKe KOHBEPT. — T0 goroBop u3 Mmmneparop-
CKOro 6aHka ¢ HOMepoM cuéTa. Barma 3apruiara yxe Tam. 31ech, BO JBOpLIE, €CTh OTAENEHHUE, Te
MO’HO CHSAITh JIeHbI'M. Tak uTo nosb3yitrech. Ho TobKO 1oce Toro, Kak Bbl IMUHO OTHECETE UM IO -
NUCaHHBIN foroBop. [loanucaTs MoXeTe Mono3Ke U He 371eCh, a y ceds1 B koMHare. B 6aHk cxonure,
KOr/1a MosiBUTCS BpeMsl. Pacniuiurech B BEIOMOCTH, UTO 51 OT/lajla BaM KOHBEPT.

Codust nocraBwiia oYepeIHyI0 TOANMUCH U TIOCTIE TOrO YCJbIIaga BOMPOC, 3aJaHHBIA TeM
CaMbIM apUCTOKPATOM, TBOPLIOBBIM YIIPABJISAIOLINM:

— Oy, 3akoH4MIa? Mory Tenepb s NOrOBOPUTH C JEBOYKOM ?

«C neBoukoii»?.. B apyroii curyarmu Codusi HeMHOTO 00uieach Obl, HO MyKYHMHA CKa3asl 3TO
TaK, 4TO OOMIHO He ObuIo. [la H... 10 CpaBHEHUIO C HUM OHA TOYHO JIeBOYKA.

— Ila, bpyHo, moxete, — oTBeTWIa aitia draiipo u ornycruia Coduio.

JleBy1iKa B 0OUe€peHOI pa3 CMEHWJIA CTYJI, YCelach HAIPOTUB YIIPABJIAIOUIETO U, CJIOKUB PYKU
Ha KOJIEHSIX, TPUTOTOBUJIACH CJTYIIATh.

— TpusarHo no3HakomMuThes ¢ Bamu, Cousi, — cKazan MyK4rHa, cpa3y ke OTBEprHyB Oe3-
SMOLMOHAJIBHOE «aitia Tamm». — Mens 30ByT bpyHo Banarepuyc, Bbl MOxeTe Ha3blBaTh MEHS IPO-
cro bpyHo. {, kak Bbl MOHSUIM, MJIABHBIA JABOPLIOBbINA yrpasisomuil. Cpa3y ckaxy, 4To s HE Balll
HaYaJIbHUK, HO, €CJIM y Bac OyIIyT BOITPOCH, KACAIOIIUECs JKU3HU 3/1eCh, oOparaitecs. Be€ octanbHoe
— K ero BesqmuecTBy. Ecim Bam MOHA100MTCS OTIIYUUThCSl — CHAyYala OIOBEIAeTe ero, JOroBapu-
BaeTeCh, MIOTOM COOOIIIaeTe MHE M OXPaHe.

— Oxpa...

— JHa, oxpane. C s3tum crporo. [Tpuuém cooOimaiite, BO CKObKO BepHETeCh. Ecnu He nmpuigre
BOBpEM:I U He COOOIIHTE O 3aJepiKKe, Bac cpa3dy HAuHYT UcKaTh. [anbine. .. Bo ckonbko HauMHaeTcs
BaIll pabOuMii IeHb, TyMaio, BbI yKe 3HaeTe?

— [a, pazymeercs.

— Yo Kacaercs nutanus. Ha nepBom 3Taxke y HaC KyXHsl M CTOJIOBasl, TaM MOXKHO IOECTh B
mo0oe BpeMsl AHS M HOUH. 3aBTPaK — C ISATH 10 BOCBMH YTpa, 00€] — C IBEHAALATH 10 TPEX, YKUH
— C LIECTH A0 AEBATH. B MpoMexXyTKax TOXe €CTh €/1a, HO yXKe I10 IIPUHLIUITY «4TO OCTAJIOCh». Bbl
MOXeTe TIPUXOAUTD B JII0OOE BpeMsl, MOKETe BOOOIIE He MPUXOAUTh — ITO MO0 KeJaHMo. Kaxplii
JOJKEeH 3a00THThCS O cebe CaMOCTOATENIbHO, HUKTO He Oyner Oerath 3a Bamu ¢ KpukoMm: «Codus,
ooen!»

— 4 nonumarn. A tam...

— DBecniatHO, — ynpaBisiomuil cpasy MoHsLI, 0 Y€M OHa XO4eT cripocuTh. — KoHeuno, 6e3
U3BbICKOB, HO 04Y€Hb BKycHO. Tak uto nmpuxoaure. Ho 1 HacTosATeIbHO pEKOMEHIYIO TPATUTh HA MUTA-
HUE [10J19aca, COPOK MUHYT MakcuMyM. Hade nonyuuTe BBITOBOP, 32 9TUM Y HAC CIEAST.

— ScHo, — Codus KuBHYJA U, TOKa BpyHO BHOBb HE 3aroBOpHII, CIIpocHiia: — A mouemy y
BCeX pasHasi popMa M Kakasi OyieT y MeHs?

— Hukakoii. OneBaiiTech BO UTO YIOIHO — HY, B Ipe/ieiax pa3yMHOI0, ECTeCTBEHHO. Bbl He
OTHOCUTECh K CIIyram, Bl — pabOTHUK 0coOoro craryca. B moroBope 1o ykazaHo. Urto kacaercs
opmsl... Tyt Bc€ npocto. benas — y pykoBoauTese U IMUHBIX CIyT UMIIepaTopa U UMIepaTpuLb,
CHHSISI — Y PSZIOBBIX CIIYT, TONTy0ast — y pacrnopsauTtesieil. 3eaéHass — CIIyTW MJIJIIEro 3BeHa, 4To
HA3bIBAETCS «MOIAN-TIPUHECH».

Terreps Coduu Bc€ ctasio sicHO. [lefdCTBUTEHHO yI0OHO — Cpa3y BUHO, KTO eCThb KTO.

— Ectb ewme cepas ¢popma, MOXKeT, oka BaM He rnomnajaainack. OHa y Bcex MoBapoB, KpoMe
[JIaBHOTO — Y HETO, KaK y pykoBoautess, (popma Oemnas. Tak... uro s em€ ve ckazan? Kaxercs, BcE.
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Xorts... — BbpyHO, 3aJyMYMBO IPUIILYPUBIINCH, HECKOJIBKO CeKyH[ cMoTpes Ha Codwuio, a motoMm
npousHeéc, NoHu3uB rojioc: — [locrapaiitech He KOH(MIMKTOBATh C UMIIEPATPULIEH.

— Koneuno, 3auem ke MHe koHpukToBaTh? — Codust yapiOHynacb. — MHe HyXHa 3Ta
padora.

— Bawm-T1o nonsATHO. Ho €€ BemuecTBO y HAaC He CIUIIKOM JIIOOUT HETUTY/IOBaHHBIX. Kpome
TOrO, OHA... JOBOJIbHO-TAKM PEBHUBA. ByabTe OCTOPOKHBI.

Codmust HeBoIbHO cMyTHIIach. PeBHuBa. .. Het, pazymeeTcsi, OHa HUKOTJa HE CTaHET COONA3HSTh
MMIIepaTopa, HO MEUTaTh 3alIPETUTh HEBO3MOKHO.

— Cmnacwu6o, s yuTy.

[Mapy munyt criycts 3a Cocrieit BHOBBb 3ammien Tpeit 'pun, Ha 9TOT pa3 — 4TOOBI MPOBOAUTH €€
B KOMHATy, KOTOpYIO BbAena uMmneparop. Korna onu o B iudt, Codust cpasy 3ameTunia, 4to
Tpeit Haxka1 caMmylo BEPXHIOIO KHOIIKY C HaAMUChio «I19».

— Yro taxoe [197?

— TMapagneiii tax. Camblil BepxHwuii B [1aBHO# OarrHe. EcTh, mpapa, enié yepnak, HO Judt
TyJa HE XOJIUT, I10 JIECTHULIE HAJJ0 UJITH.

Codust HemHoro nomomyaina. Cripaimparh MoOosIach, J1a M TOJKY CIIPAIIMBATh — OHA BCE
yxe noHsia. Tpeil Bejb TOBOPWII, UTO OHA OYIeT KUTh PAJOM C HACJACJHUKAMH, a IJje OHU MOTYT
KWTb, €CJIM HE HA TIApaHOM STaxe?

— A... KTO el€ TaM KUBET?

— Ha napagHoM HaxoAsTCs TOJIBKO JIMYHBIE KOMHATHI [TPABSILEN YeThl U Ux aetel. Ectb urpo-
Bas KOMHATa, TOCTHHAsI, TAHLIEBAJILHBIN 3aJI, CTOJIOBast, OaCCEeNH. . .

— ba...

— Jla, — Tpeir yneionysncsi. — KoneuHo, u GacceiiH ecTb. B 3aMKe — Ha mapagHoOM 3Take,
U elll¢ OIUH CHapyxXH, B napke. Bcé mocreneHHo u3yuuilib, He BosHyiics. [lepBoe Bpemsi, nmpasja,
MPUAETCS XOIUTD C CONIPOBOXKACHUEM, HO TIOTOM Pa30epEIbCs.

Bacceiin! Codus uyTh He noanpeiruy/ia. Moxer, oHa CyMeeT XOIUTh Ty/la BMECTe ¢ AeTbMU?
Bo Bpemsi oOyuenusi B IHCTHTYTE MpUKJIaJHBIX HAyK OHA Tocelana OacceiiH U Jaxe YMCIIMIach
B COCTaBE MHCTUTYTCKOW COOPHOH MO IUiaBaHui0. Huuero He BBIMTpbIBasia, HO HOPMATUBHI CaBaja
BCer/Ja v IiaBaTh JTIOOMIa OUeHb.

AHbsIH BooOIIIe 00y4Jau Bcemy, YeMy TOIbKO MOKHO. OHM I0JKHBI ObUT YMETDb M Ha BEJIOCHU-
TeJie €31Th, U Ha JIOIIAAU, U IEPBYIO IOMOILb OKa3blBaTh, U PUCOBATh, U N1€Th, U TAHIIEBATb, U ILIUTb,
Y BSI3aTh, M TOTOBUTH. .. MaJio Jin, Kakou nomnaiercs peOeHok ! KTo-To KHIKKHY JIIOOUT YUTATh, a KTO-
TO — BBIIIMBATh KpecTUKOM. [1o3TOMy pazOuparbcsi XOTs1 Obl MUHUMAJIBHO HAZ0 OBUIO BO BCEM.

N Codwun 310 HpaBunock. C e€ japoM B ATHAALIATh MaroKTaB BEJIMKMM MaroM € HUKOI/1a He
CHIeJIaThCSl — 3aTO OCTABAJICS IIAHC CTAaTh XOPOLLEH aHbSIH.

JBepu nudra OTKphLIKCh, OHU ¢ Tpeem BbILIN Hapy:Ky — 1 Codust 3amepiia OT BOCXHUILIEHUS.

B xopuaope okazaniock Cka304HO KpacuBo. Tak KpacuBO, YTO OHA HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/1 HE MOIJIa
ObIILIATh, U3YMJIEHHO OIVIS/IBIBASICh TI0 CTOPOHAM.

Bce crenbl ObUM OT/ENaHBl PE3HBIMHU JIEPEBSIHHBIMH TAHENSIMU, M300paKalONMIMU IBETHI,
AepeBbsl, MTHII, )KUBOTHBIX, TPOCTO aOCTPAKTHBIE OPHAMEHTBl — PACCMATPHUBAll XOTb BCIO KU3Hb,
KaX[Iplid IeHb Oy/Ielh 3aMevarh YTO-TO HOBOE. SIPKO U MPSHO MaxJio MOXKEBEIbHUKOM — BHIMMO,
naHe; M ObLTH criefianbl u3 Hero. A koraa Codust IOIHsLIa TOJIOBY, OOHAPYXKUJIA eIl OHY MaHe b —
TaM, Kak Ha JJBepH B KAOMHET UMITEPaTOpa, BRIPE3aJI 30JI0TOT0 OpJia U Tuiamsi BOKpyT Hero. HecMoTpst
Ha TO, YTO JIepeBO He ObLIOo packpaiieHo, Copun MoKa3anock, YTo Open AEHCTBUTENBHO KUBOW U HA
CaMOM [IeJI€ JIETUT CKBO3b OTOHb.

— HeBeposTHO, — BBIIOXHYJIA OHA.

[TpumepHO yepe3 Kax/ple TP METPa U3 CTEH BHIVISIbIBAIN PACIIONOKEHHBIE HAITPOTUB JIPYT
Apyra CBETUJIbHUKY — HE JAEPEBSHHbIE U HE 30JI0ThIE, & MEHbIE, OHU ITOXOIWIN HAa BBIOHKU C KOJIO-
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KOJIbYMKaMU-a0axypaMu Ha KoHIax. Codust mpucMoTpesach — CBepXy Ha abaxypax CUEIU U3sIII-
Hble MaJICHbKUE Oa00UKH, TOXKE CACTAHHBIE U3 MEIH.

A 1oz Horamu cTeniIcs aOCOMIOTHO OEJTBI M HACTONBKO MSATKUN KOBEP, YTO HA HEM BIIOJIHE
MOXHO OBLIO OBl YCHYTh, KaK Ha yIOOHOW KpOBaTH.

Heyxenn oHa, OOBIKHOBEHHAsI HETUTYJIOBAHHASI aHbSIH, CTAHET XKUTb 371eCh, CPEM STOTO BEJHU-
KoJsenusi?

— Ja, "eroxo, — noaTBepawi1 Tpel, IBHO cMesich Hajl e€ peakiueil. — He 3pst aTax Ha3bl-
BaIOT «IapaJHbIM». CMOTpH, Kakue 3epKaJa.

UyTb nanbliie o KOpUIOpY CPEAU PE3HBIX AEPEBSIHHBIX MTAHEJEH IeCTBUTEIbHO HauasIM MoMa-
JaThCs 3epKajla — 4YyTb MYTHOBATbl€, CTADUHHBIE, OHU Ka3aJI1Ch MAJIEHbKMMU BOIHBIMH O3€pLIaMu
Cpeny CKa30uHOro Jieca. JlepeBsiHHbIe 3aBUTKU BOKPYT CTEKOM ObUTM O(DOPMIIEHBI KaK paMbl U3 I1BE-
TOB U JIUCTHEB, AEPKaBIIMEe MyTHOBAThIE TOBEPXHOCTU 3€PKAJI C HEXKHOW OEpeKITMBOCTHIO.

Bbim 31€ch ¥ KapTHHBI, U TOOEJIeHBI, U BHIIIMBKY, U Jake OTPOMHBIA aKBapuyM OT TI0Jia JI0
MOTOJIKa — JJIMHOM METPOB B AecATh! B HEM miaBasiu, KpyKUJINCh, UTPAIX IPYT C APYIOM Pa3HO-
[[BETHBIC PHIOKU.

— DT0 HeAABHO MOCTaBWIIM, — cKaza Tpeit, korga onu ¢ Codueit mpoxoauim MUMO. — Arara
MoOUT akBapuyMbl. VI B IETCKOM €CTh, MOTOM YBUAMIIIb. TaK. .. JOIUIM A0 MOKOEB UMIIEPATPUIIBL.

Codus nokocuIach HarpaBo — TaM, PsJIOM C IByCTBOPYATbIMU JEPEBSHHBIMU ABEPbMU, UyTh
MeHee PE3HbIMU, YEM OKPYKAIOIUE UX CTEHBI, CTOSJIM [Ba OXPAHHUKA B KPACHBIX MyHIMpPAX.

«3Ha4uT, BOT 34ECh )KUBET €ro KeHa. ..»

— A... Kakue y He€ OTHOLICHUS C IETbMU, HE 3Haellb?

— C gerpmMu — XOpoIIue.

Tpeit cpa3zy 3amonyai, u Cousi, yIMBUBLINCH, 3aMETHIIA:

— TbI Tak TOBOPHUIIIB, KaK OYATO C KEM-TO TUIOXHE.

— B 3TOM €cTb 107151 UCTUHBI, — COINPOBOX/IAIOIINI KUBHYJI U MOHU3WI rosoc. — [loxanyii,
CTOUT TeOs MpeaynpeauTh... Y e€ BeInyecTBa CJIOXKHbIA, O4eHb CIIOKHBIN XapakTep. Her, KoHe4UHO,
MMIIEpaTop y Hac TOXE HE caxapHbld, HO... Ero BenmyecTBo — clipaBeyiuBbIi 4esioBek. Jlocra-
TOYHO XOPOIIIO BHITMOJHSATH CBOIO padoTy, U OH TeOe CJIoBa IypHOTo He cKaxeT. MiMneparpura xe —
HA000POT, OyIeT MPUIUPAThCS Oe3 BCAKOro MOBOJA K MeJIOYaM.

Codust mornMarorie KuBHy/Ia. OHa BCTpeyasa TAKMX 0co0 Cpeid apUCTOKPATOK M 3HAJIA, YTO
MOI00HBIM MOBE/ICHUEM Yallle BCEro CTPAAAIOT He CIIMIIKOM CYACTIIMBBIE KeHIIMHbBL. KoHeuHo, nmrie-
parpuIla HaBepHsIKa He TIOOUT HETUTYJIOBAHHBIX MaroB U IIPOCTHIX JIIOZIEH, HO B OCHOBE UCTEPHK SIBHO
JIEXKUT HEYJOBIETBOPEHHOCTh COOCTBEHHOM KU3HBIO.

— Kpome Toro, oHa...

— PeBnuBa? — Codpust ynplOHyJIach, BCIOMHUB CJIOBA YIIPABJIAIONIEro, 1 Tpeil XMBIKHYIL.

— A, BpyHoO yxe rmpocBeTr. MBI 3T0 BCEM OCTOPOXHO TOBOPUM, MHAYE MOTYT OBITh HETIpu-
satHocTy. [1py Hell He B3/1yMail y/blOaThCsl €T0 BEJIMYECTBY — BCIO KPOBb TIOTOM BhITIbET. U BoOOIIIE
akkyparHee. Yepes mapy JHEH 3aMeTHIIb, YTO BCE JIMYHBIE CIYTH UMIlEpaTopa — JMO0 MYKUMHBI,
MO0 MOKUJIbIE KEHIIMHBL. MoJIopIe Y HEero HaI0Jro He 3a1epKuBatoTcs. EMy-To 6e3 pa3HHIIbI, KTO
KOMHAThl YOupaer, a e€ BeIn4ecTBy He BCE paBHO. Thl MoJozias u. ..

— 4 xe He ciy)xaHKa uMIieparopa, — Haxmypuiiach Copust. — S — aHbsiH MX OOIIUX JETEH.

— IloBepb MHe, — B3/10XHYJ1 Tpeil, a MOTOM cKa3asl HeuTo, OT YEro e€ CepLe 3aMepIio B UCITY-
raHHOM BOOJYyIIIeBIeHnU: — VMrieparopa Thl OyAelib BUAETh valle, YeM JIio0ast U3 ero CyKaHoK.

3a MOKOSIMU UMITEPATPULIBI IITM TOKOU UMIIEPATOPa, 32 HUMU — AETCKast, PsiIoM C HeM OKa3a-
nach 1Bepb B KoMHary Codun. Hukakux oXpaHHHMKOB 3/1ech He ObUIO — BIIPOUYEM, JIBEPU B AETCKYIO
HaXOJIMJIUCh HEMOJANIEKY, Y BO3JIE HUX TPAJULIMOHHO CTOSUIA HABBITSIKKY JIBOE CTPAKHUKOB.

— IpuknagpiBait 6pacier. — Tpeil KUBHYT Ha MAHEb-KJII0U CJIeBa OT IBEPHOH pydku. — U
BXOIM. A 51 yaansiock. Yepes yac 3a TOOOH 3aii1yT, oTBeAyT K Ararte u Anekcanapy. Hy... — Conpo-
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BOXKJIAIOIINIA ycMexHyscss. — Eciu oHM, KOHEUHO, paHbllle camu 10 TeOs He JooepyTtcs. Yiaauw,
Codusi.

— Cnacu60! — OHa KUBHYJIA M, KOTJIa MYKYMHA, pPa3BePHYBIIUCh, IOCTICIII OOPaTHO, JOTPO-
HYBIIIMCh OpaciieToM JI0 TIaHEJH, TOJIKHYJIA JBEpb.

31ech eil MOHPABWIOCHh cpasy, ropas3io Oojbilie, 4eM B Kopujaope. Bo-TiepBbiX, IOTOMY YTO
31ech OBUI0 OKHO — OIPOMHOE, BO BCIO CTEHY, a 32 HUIM — TaKO¥ BUJ] HA TOPOJI C BHICOTHI ITUYBETO
nonéra, yro Codusi cornacuiachk Obl JKUTb TYT TOJBKO M3-32 HETO, JJaxke ecliv Obl B KOMHATe He ObLIO
HUKaKOW MeOeu.

Ho me6enp Obuta. M3 cBewioro, mpakTHYecku Oesioro aepea. Y JIeBOM CTEHBI — IIMPOKast
KpPOBaTh, 3aCTeJIeHHAs TOYObIM IMOKPHIBAJIOM, PSIOM TYMOOUKA, OOJIBIION rapiepod, MMCbMEHHBIN
CTOJI, KOMOJI, HaJl HUIM — 3€PKaJjio B IPOCTON METAJUTMYECKOI pame. A C POTHBOMOIOKHON CTOPOHBI
HAXOIWJIVCh Y3Kasl IepEeBsIHHAS IBEPh M OTPOMHBIN KaMHH BBICOTOM B YEJIOBEUECKHIA POCT, B KOTOPOM
ropes OroHb.

Codust nomonuia O5mke, MPOTAHYIA PyKH K TuilamMeHu. OHO He 00XHrajio, HO Tpesio, Opocast
oTOJIeCKH Ha e€ JIaJIOHU U CTeHBI U JI00aBJIsIs M 0e3 TOro yIOTHOM KOMHATE elllé HeMHOTO YIOTa.

Bo3sne okHa cTosii HEOONBIION CTONMK, /ABa cTyaa M aBa nyda — u Codwusi, BCIBIXHYB,
MOYEMY-TO MPeICTaBUIa, KaK OHHM CUASAT 3[€Ch BUETBEPOM: HMIIEpaTop, ero AeTH v oHa. [1ymocTu. . .
[Touemy xe TyT? DTO €€ KOMHATA, a y JIeTel €CTb CBOSI, U Y €r0 BEJIMUECTBA TOKE.

Ha crone o6Hapyxwmmmch rpacduH ¢ Bojou u ctakad, 1 Codust, HAIMB ceOe HEMHOTO U C/IejiaB
[JIOTOK, Havyajia pa3orparh CyMKH, KOTOpBIE CITyra, MPUHECIINI MX, aKKYPAaTHO TIOCTABHUJI PSIJIOM C
rapaepoOoM.

Oma cripaBusiach MUHYT 32 COPOK WJIM JJake MEHbIIe, a KOTia 3aKOHYMIIA, CO B30OXOM OITyCTH-
Jach Ha KpoBaThb. Terneppb HaJo K AaTh, OKA 3a HEM 3alyT. ..

OroHb B KaMHHE HEOKUIAHHO SIPKO BCIIBIXHYJI, 3AIIOJTHUB COOOM BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO U paciiBe-
THB KOMHATY OPaHXeBO-KEITBHIMA TOHAMH, U TIOYTH Cpasy MoCIie 3TOro, MepeliarHyB 4epes 3arpak-
AeHNe, OTTY/Ia BHIIIIE] UMIIEPATOP.

Ot uzymenust Codusi jaxe He cMorjia BCTaTh ¢ KpoBaTH. Tak u npoposkaia CUIeTh, BbITa-
paIlyB I71a3a U OTKPBIB POT, U IJISAETh, KaK €ro BeJIMYECTBO UIET K HEH.

— Ho6poe yTpo, aitna Tamm, — ckazall OH U 4yTh YIBIOHYJICS, paccMaTpuBas e€ uio. Codust
TIOCTIEIIHO 3aKpbljia pOT, MOPrHYJIa M BCKOUMJIA C MTOCTENU. XOTea MOKJIOHUTHLCS, KaK TOJ0XEHO, HO
HMMIIepaToOp OCTAaHOBUII €€, TIOKaYaB TOJIOBOM M MaXHYB pyKoi. — Hudvero crpanHoro, MoxxHO 000¥-
THCh U 0€3 LIEPEMOHUH, 371eCh ke HET HUKOT0, KpOMe HAC ¢ BaMU. §l MpOIITy MpOITeH s, COBEPIIEHHO
3a0bLJT OMPOCUTH BpyHO mpenynpenuTts Bac... $1 mepeHoIych yepe3 KaMUHbI, TP STOM HEBaXKHO,
TOpSIT OHU WM HET. Y MeHsI OYeHb MaJIo BpEMEHH, He XOUEeTCsl TPATUTD €ro Ha JIM(THI M JIECTHUIIBI,
TaK MomyvaeTcst ropaszio oeictpee. [1ogoOHbIM 00pa3oM Mo JBOPILY MOTY TMepeMenaThcst TOJIBKO 5, y
OCTaJIbHBIX HEeT JocTyna. He BonHyiiTeCh, — €ro yiplOKa crana 4yTh Iupe, — s He Oy[dy HapyIaThb
Balll IOKOW cIMIIKOM yacTto. Ceityac 1 MpOCTO TOPOIUIIOCH. X04y OTOBOPUTH C BaMU JI0 COBELIAHUS.

3HauUT, UMIIEPaTOp TaK IepeMeniaercs... M MOXeT mepeMecTUThCs B €€ KOMHATy B JII0OOM
MOMEHT, Korja 3axouer... Codusi moHrMMana, 4yTo Bpsill JIM Takoe OyAeT MPOUCXOOUTh MOCTOSHHO,
HO Jja’ke OT MBICJIU O TIONOOHOM €l CTajlo TaKk HEJOBKO, UTO MIEKU 3aaieNiv, CJIOBHO OHA LIEJIBI Yac
UX TEpIA.

— Bospmure, — ero BenmdectBo mpotsHyn Coduu auct Oymaru, Ha KOTOPOM OBLIIO YTO-TO
HamucaHo. — To pacnucaHue Aratel M AJlekcaHapa. S pemm 3amvcarb, Tak BaMm OydeT mporie,
XOTs1 OHO €CTh U Ha BaieM Opaciiete cBss3u. Ho 51 Koe-4To CKOPPEeKTUPOBaJT, OOBSCHIO BaM IOUYEMY,
a BBl [IOTOM MIOMETHUTE 3TO B pacllMCaHUU Ha CBOEM Opacnere. Aiia Tanu... s MOry Ha3bIBaTh Bac
Codueii?

— Jla, KOHEeYHO, — CKa3ajla OHa THXO, He TIOHMMasi, 3a4eM OH BOOOIIIEe ClpalMBaer. Ypas-
JISIOLIUI BOT HE CIIpalIMBaJl.
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— Codwmsa, 1o odema Mou ieTH 0OBIYHO paszesieHbl. OHU Pa3HOTo BO3pacta, MOITOMY AJek-
CaHIp HAXOMUTCS C aHbsH, a Arata — C y4uTeNdsiMH. Sl OTMEHWJ BCe 3aHSTUS Ha JIBe HEelleld —
X0uy, YT0OBl OHU TIPUBBIKJIM K BaM. HaxomuTech ¢ HUMU MOOJbIIIE, OOIMANTECh, 3aHUMANUTECh, YeM
Jylie YrOJHO, — CUUTaWTe, YTO Yy JeTel ceiuac KaHUKYJbl. B najibHeliinemM BepHEMCs K MPeKHEMY
PEKUMY, BBI ITIOKA MOKETE er0 U3YIHTh.

— Jla, Barme BeqM4ecTBoO, 51 BcE NoHsa. HaBepHoe, onu Obutn paasi? — cnpocuia Codus,
YJIBIOHYBIIIUCH — TPECTaBUIIA, KaK JTMKOBAIU Obl Dm3a u Posu.

— OHu emé He 3HAI0T, — MOKayYaJl TOJIOBOM €ro BeJIMUYeCcTBO, OTBETHB Ha e€ yiblOKy. — [loi-
AEMTe, CKaXeM UM 00 3TOM BMecTe. 3a0/IHO O(PpUIIMAIIBHO TIepeaM MX B Ballld PYKH.

— A KTO Cc HUMHU cervac?

— Cnyru uepenyiorcsi. — ViMriepatop 4yTh OMOPIIUICS. — $1 HaeoCh, YTo ¢ BalllM TOSIB-
JieHueM 3Tomy 6e300paszuio puaeT kKoHell. [moxomy Araty u AjnekcaHapa, KOHEYHO, He HaydaT, HO
BCE K€ KaXKIbII YeJIOBEK MOIKEH 3aHUMAaThCs CBOUM aejioM. Mémre.

OH pasBepHyJIcs U NOMIEN. .. K KamMuHy. [loiias 1o Hero, orsHyscs Ha Coduro.

— Unére?

OHa BCIIBIXHYJIA OTHOBPEMEHHO OT CTpaxa M CMYILEHHsI, YBUJIEB €70 HEMHOTO JIYKaBYIO YJIBIOKY.

— Yepes... kamuH?

— Tak OpicTpee. — OH noxarn redamu. [lout 6e3 sMOIMii — eciv He CYMTaTh HAaCMEIIUTU-
BBIX MCKOPOK B YEPHBIX, KaK HOUb, I71a3ax. — He OoiiTech, cO MHOI BaM HUYEro He Tpo3uT. Bripo-
YyeM, eCIM Bbl OOUTECh, MOXKETe JOUTH Mo Kopuaopy. HaBepHsika TOT, KTO COMPOBOXK/IAN Bac Cloaa,
MOKa3aJl ¥ JETCKYIO.

— Ilokazain. Ho s He 6010ch. [la, MHE 00sI3HO, HO 51 HE OOIOCh.

— Bos3H0, HO He OonTtech? — Teneph OH YIBIOHYJICS yKe MMPOKO, OTKPOBEHHO, HE Tasl Bece-
Jbst. — $1 OBbI cKazal, YTO ITO OTHO U TO Ke.

— Her, — Bo3pasuna Codust, moaxos K IMIIepaTopy, ¥ MpoTsHyJa emMy JagoHb. — He omqHo
u TO ke. HaunHas ¢ pa3HbIX yacTeil peuu, 3aKaHuMBasi KOHHOTALIEH.

OH B35 €€ J1aJIOHb B CBOIO PYKY, OAHOBPEMEHHO C STUM MOBOPAYMBAsCh K KAMHHY JIMLIOM, U
cKasaJl, He repecTaBasi yIblOaTbCsI:

— Tlotom pacckaxere MHe, B 4éM pasHunia, Cogu. A noka uaute 3a MHOU. — U, ckaB e€
JIaJIOHb CUJIbHEE, ITarHyJl B OTOHb.

OHa marHyna ciegom, CTapasich He Jymarh, HE COMHEBAThCS, XOTsI BHYTPH BCE KpUYAJIO OT
yXkaca, Korjaa IuiaMsi OOHsIJIO €€, KOCHYJIOCh OJIEK/Ibl, KOXKH, BOJIOC, CIIOBHO TOMJIAKUBASI TOPSUUM
SI3BIKOM. .. HO JICWCTBUTEJILHO He OOKHrasl.

Bnepsoie B sxxu3Hn Codur 3aX0Tes0Ch ynacTb B 0OMOPOK.

Nmneparop, no-npexHeMy cxkumas €€ pyKy, CTOsLJI IOCPEU OTHs U Ka3ajcs ero yactolo. [1pu-
[JISIIEBIIICH, XOTS I71a3a CJIEMIIIO OT TAKOTO OrpOMHOrO IiaMenu, Codus MoHsIa, YTO TaK OHO U
ObLJIO0, IOTOMY UTO ApPEH. .. €r0 BeJIMYECTBO M CaM TOopeJl, BBITyCKast U3 ce0s1 OrOHb.

— MHe HyXXHO MOCTPOUTH JIU(PT, — cKazai oH, uzydas Coduio HeYMTaeMbIM B3IJISIOM. —
Il 9TOrO BCE K€ JIydllle MCIOb30BaTh JBE PYKU. XOTs sl MOTY U OAHOM, HO 31O puck. [logoiau
ommxke.

Omna marxyna Briepé, B3jiparuBasi OT OLIYIIEHUS JIACTAIIErocs K Held, Kak KOTEHOK, OTHS, U
Yyepe3 CeKyH/1y PEphIBUCTO B3IOXHYJIa — UMIIEPATOp MONOXKUT e€ TaJOoHb ceOe Ha IPy/b.

— Hu B KoeM ci1ydae He OTXO[IU OT MeHs1, — IMPOU3HEC OH THXO, MOMaB e€ B3, — [loHsiia?

Coduist KMBHYJIa — OHA MIPEKPACHO MOHUMAJA, YTO KOHTAKT HYXKeH JJI TOro, 4roObl e€ He
CKET OKPYKAIOIIUHI UX OrOHb. M TOJNBKO TOr/Ia MMITEpaTop HaYall CTPOUTH MPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIN JIUPT.

Yro k... mOxanyi, OH IGUCTBUTEIBHO MOT BOCIIOJIb30BaThCsl OHOM pyKoid. [IpocTpaHcTBeHHas
Marus sIBHO Obll1a KOHBKOM €r0 BEeJIMYeCTBa — OH CTPOWJT JIM(T Bcero ceKyH | nmatHaauate. Codus,
KOTOPOH JIU(THI BCera Ka3aimch 0OCOOEHHBIM MaruecKiM KOIIIMAapOM, OCTaJIach MOJI BIIEUATIICHAEM.
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Korpma ero BenmuectBo Brcai B popMyITy KOHCTAHTY IepeMelieH s, TUIamMsi BOKPYT HUX TIo0e-
JIeJIo, ¥ Yyepe3 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHI uMIieparop, moaxsatue Coduio Ha pyKr — OHA Jake OXHYThb
HE ycriesia, — BBIIIIeN U3 JPyroro KaMuHa.

Nmrnieparop cpa3zy nocraBui e€ Ha 1MoJ1, a HABCTPEUYy UM YKe HECIIUCH JIBE MaJIeHbKUE (PUTYPKHU.

— Tama, mana! — TO JIM MUINATKM, TO JM Kpuvaiu Arata U AJieKcaHap, HaJIeTeB Ha OTIa,
CJIOBHO JBe MOJTHUK. OH 3acMesiiCcs, cell Ha KOPTOUKH, PACIeIoBaI U OOHST 000UX.

— MBuI qymanu, Thl Ha coBellfaHMu! — cKazaya AraTta palocTHO. — A ThI... Thl eI PH-
Bectu Ham Coduto, na?

— Jla. — OH KUBHYJI, TOIJIAWII I0Yb 10 IIeKe. — A Ha COBEIllaHUe 51 ceilyac Mouy, MeHsl
xayT. Obemmaiite, 4to OyzeTe BeCcTu ceOs1 XOpOIIIo.

— OO6emaem! — TOpXKeCTBEHHO BO3BECTHIa AraTa U TKHYyJa AJIeKCaH/Ipa JIOKTEM B ILJIeUO.

— Ara! — noaTrBepau Mabuuk, U Codusi He BhiiepKaia — yIbIOHYIach BO Bech poT. Kakue
e IpeKpacHble 1eTh!

— Ommnuno! — ViMriepaTop BCTal ¢ KOPTOUEK M KMBHYJI 3aCTHIBIIICH HEMOMAIEKY KEHIIUHE B
TEMHO-cHHel opme: — [opust, Moxkete uaTH, 51 ocrapimo ux ¢ Codueit. Bo3paiaiirech K CBoUM
00SI3aHHOCTSIM.

— Jla, Barie BeIMYECTBO, — BBIIOXHYJIA JKEHIIUHA C IBHBIM OOJIErYeHUEM U TIOUTH rmodexkaa
K BBIXOLY.

Nmneparop BHOBb TOCMOTpEJT HA AETEW ¥ TOPKECTBEHHBIM TOHOM OOBSIBIJI TO, O YEM FOBOPHII
He Tak jaBHo Coduu:

— Arara, AjiekcaHp, Ha 9TOU U CIIEIYIONIeH Hellelie Y Bac OOBSIBIISIIOTCS KAHUKYITHL.

[Mapy cexyHa neTy MoYaiv, HeTIOHUMAIOIIIE TIISI/ISl Ha OTIIA, a IOTOM JIMIIA TTOCBET/ICIIH, TIPH-
4éM CUHXPOHHO, Takoe Coust BUIeIa TOIBKO y OJIM3HEIIOB.

— Ha-a-a?! — nporsinyna Arata, a Asiekcanjip xJonHyJ1 B yiagomu. Komvap! Takoit masieHb-
KW peOEHOK 3HACT 3HAUYEHHE CJIOBA «KAHHUKYJIBD» . ..

— Jla. Hukakux ypokoB, 3anumaiitech ¢ Codueit, yem xorute. Ceiuac s1 Bac OCTaBIIO, OMpe-
JenuTech, uto Oynete nenatsb. Hagetock... — Ero Bem4ecTBO UyTh CIBIIIHO B3OXHYJI, TOCMOTpPEB
Ha Opacrniet cBs3u. [TpoBepsin Bpemsi? — Hageoch, 9To s yBHKY Bac 32 00€10M.

— Tlocrapaiicsi, mar, — mnpousHecia AraTa HErpOMKO U COBCEM Mo-B3pociiomy. Mimmepatop
KUBHYI 1 00epHyics Kk Copumn.

— Vnauwu, U CBSI3BIBATECh CO MHOM, €CJIM UTO, — CKa3aJl OH M Yepe3 CEKYH/1y, BHOBb IIIarHyB
B KAMUH, PaCTBOPUJICS B €r0 OTHE.

— Yewm 3zaitmémcsi? — crpocuia Coduisi, Kak TOJIBKO €ro BEINYECTBO YIIEN, M YJIBIOHYJIACh
netsiMm. — EcTb npeioxkeHusi, Baliy BbICOYecTBa?

— Bbl MoxeTe Ha3biBaTh MeHsI AraTtod M Ha «Thl», — CKa3aja JeBOYKa cepbé3Ho. — U
Anexcanzpa toxe. Tak Bupmxunus nenana. 1o pyrue. .. KOTOpble Mociie He€ ObUIH. .. He XOTeNH.
IToromy uTo 51 — HacnenHuna!

— Jlymaerb, oHU ObLTH He mpaBbl? — nouHTepecoBasiack Codust. Eif 1eficTBUTEBHO CTajio
TOOOIBITHO, TTIOYeMy Arara He OYeHb XOPOIIIO OTHOCHJIACh K OOpAIeHHI0, KOTOPOE MOJIarajoch 1o
ITUKETY.

— Jla. — PeOGEHOK KMBHYIT M IPOAOJIKIIT SIBHO CIIOBAMHM CBOET0 OTi1a: — [ToTomy uTO B IepByio
o4epeb Mbl JIETH, a TIOTOM YXe BCE ocTajibHOe. [109TOMY «BBIKaiTe» HaM, MOXKaJIyiCTa, TOIBKO Ha
opUIMAIbHBIX EPEMOHUSIX !

«MHTepecHo, a py uMIneparpulie Kak ?» — nogymaia Codusi, HO cripalmMBarh He cTajia. ITo
TOYHO HY’KHO Y3HaBaTh HE Yy JIETEN.

— Jorosopuiuck. Toraa u Bel 30BUTE MeHs He aiiior Tamu, a npocro Codueint. Kakue npen-
JIOXKEHUsI HACUET 3aHATUi? Arata, Anekcanap?
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K e€ ynuBiieHu10, nepBbIM OTBETUJI MAJIbUUK.

— MB&I MOXEM MOKa3aTh BaM ABOJIELL.

— Ja! — 1yt *%e obpanoBanace Arata. — Mpul mpo aBopelr Bcé-Be€ 3Haem! Be€ mokaxkem! Bo
K€ HaBepHsKa el HUYero He BUIeH, aa?

— Hy, koe-uro Bugena. Kopuaop Ha 3TOM 3Taxe U e1IE NapoUuKy APYyrux KOpUJ0POB, KAIPOBYIO
CITyX0y. ..

— A, 3TO He MHTEepeCcHO, — MOMOPIIMIIACh IeBOoUuKa. — Bam OacceitH Hago mocmotpets. U
kontomHo. Y ncapnio! U 30okomHuary! Y opanxepero!

— 3ailném K Mame? — CIIpOCUJI BAPYT AJieKcaHp M nosicHuI, Bbi3BaB y Coduu npucryn
n3yMmiIeHus: — Mama Tam slaboTaer.

«Mmmneparpunia? Padoraer?..»

3TO HEMHOTO HE COCTBIKOBBIBAJIOCH C TE€M, UTO IPO €€ BEJMUECTBO PACCKA3bIBATIM CIYTH.

— V¥V MaMbl pogoOBOM Jap — yMeHHe oOpaiarbcs ¢ pacTeHusiMU, — ckaszaia Arara. — C
e€ MOMOIIBI0 OHM JIy4Ille pacTyT. 3HaeTe, Kak 310poBo! biarogaps maMe y Hac Bce pacTeHHs ¥ BO
JIBOpIIE, U B MapKe Takuve Kpacusbie! A opanxkepesi! Bol 3HaeTe rpo opanxepeio, jia?

— [Hla, xoHeuHo. [Ipo He€ Bce 3HaOT. Ilapk M HayuHbI LEHTp, IJ€ BHIPAIIMBAIOTCS pEIKHE
BU/Ibl PACTEHUH U COIEPKATCS YHUKAIbHBIE JKUBOTHBIE. B OCHOBHOM MTHIIHL.

— Ja-na! — 3akuBas Anekcanap. — A mama tam Jadoraet. OHa Oyaer 1aia, eciid Mbl 3aiaEm!

YecrtHo roBops, 3axonuTh K ummneparpuiie Coguu coBcem He XoTenoch. Ho ¢ npyroii cTopoHbt
— KorJa-HuOyAb OHA JOJDKHA OyIeT ¢ Hel MO3HAKOMUTBCS, TaK MoueMy He ceituac? 1o BooOIe
CTPaHHO — HOBOH aHbsIH 3aHUMAJICS TOJIBKO UMIIEpaTop, a e€ BeamuecTBa OyATo Obl U HE CYIIECTBO-
Bajio. Heyxkenu oHa HaCTOJIBKO MPOTUB HETUTYJIOBAHHbIX ?

— C yero Hauném? C opanxepen?

— Her, — nomoraiia rosioBoii Arara. — [laBaiite cHauas1a Mbl TPOBEJIEM Bac 110 ITOMY ITaXKY,
3/IeCb MHOTO UHTEepEeCcHOro. A motoM B opanxkepeto. [lepea o6enom. Y mamy ¢ coboit 3axBaTim!

— Yro6sl He ipomyckana 0oea? — ynsiOHyIach Codus.

— Mawma penko nporyckaeT. A BOT Mara — 4acTo, — MpoU3Hecia Arata 1 HEMHOT'O [e4aJIbHO
B3JIOXHYJIA.

K orpomHOMYy coxkanieHHI0 o0oux jieTei U He MeHee orpomMHoMy — Coduu, BMecTe ¢ HUMU
CMOTPETh IBOPEI] OTITPABUJIHCH BOE OXPAHHUKOB — T€ CaMble, KOTOPBIE CTOSUIN Y IBEPU B KOMHATBI
HACJIeJHUKOB, KOTrJja OHa 1uia K cede BMecte ¢ Tpeem. OHa MoHMMAIa, 4TO 9TO HEM30EKHO, U OblTa
rOTOBA, HO BCE e TIOCTOSTHHOE TIPUCYTCTBHE C33,IH IByX 37J0POBEHHBIX MYKUKOB OKa3aJI0Ch HAMHOTO
6osee pazapakalolM, YeM OHa TIOHAYaIy Aymala.

— BblI IOTOM NpUBBIKHETE, — LIENHYJIa Arara, KOIrjia OHU HAIIPABJISJIMCh K [IEPBOMY ITyHKTY
Ha3zHaueHust — OacceitHy. — Ha 3To mpocTo HyXHO BpeMs.

— A TBI 4TO-TO UyBCTBYelb? — crpocuia Codus ¢ unrepecom. — Kak smmar?

JleBouKa 4yTh CMYyTHJIACK.

— [Jla, memHoro. Ho st He Bcerga 4yBCTBYIO MOIMU, OHU MPHUXOIAT BOJTHAMU... To coBceM
HHUYEro HET, TO IMTOYTHU HIKBaJI. Ho nama Hay4uJI MCHA CTaBUTb IIUT, IITO6I)I 6I)IJ]O nosrerye. 51 cergyac
KaK pa3 MoCTaBUIIA.

— A CO IIUTOM COBCEM HUYETO HE UyBCTBYEIIIb?

— Her, He coBcem. Ho moutu. JIoHOCATCS TOJIBKO C/1a0ble OTTOJIOCKM SMOLIMM, €CJIA OHU OYEHD
cuibHble. HO crITbHBIE SMOIMK OBIBAIOT HE CITUIIIKOM YacTo.

— Ja? — ymuBwmiack Codust. — A MHE Ka3ajioch, YTO BOOOIIE BCE SMOIIUU CUJILHBIC. . .

— He-er! — Arara 3acMestiiach. — BoJBIIMHCTBO — citaOeHbKIE, BOOOIIE HE TOMMELLD, YTO
3TO. A CWIbHBIE SMOILIUMN. .. Hy BOT KOr'la Bbl BIICPBBIC BOILJIW K IIalli€ B Ka6I/IHeT " UCITYTAJINCh —
Torza Mo Opu1a cribHOR. Ho oHa ObicTpo ocnadena. A moToM BBI IPOCTO. .. — JIEBOYKA 3aITHY-
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J1ach, MOAOUpast CIOBA, — ...TPOCTO MSTKO U TEIJIO CBETHIKCh. Kak HOUHMK. DTO OYEHb MPUSITHBIE
smormu. Jlpyrue aHbsiH, KOTOpbIe y Hac padoTaiu, He cBeTHIIUCh. C HUMH OBLJIO XOJIOHO.

— A c Bupmxunueii?

— C neit — temio, — Arara B3goxHyaa. — Ho y He€ poguivich BHykU. OHa Terniepb OyzeT ux
BOCIUTHIBATH, a K HAM TOJIBKO B FTOCTU TPUXOUTh. Bbl €€ HenpeMenHo yBuaute! Hy BOT, MbI I0IILIH.
Ora aBepb — BXOJ B OacceliH.

— Tlo3BonbTe, — € OOMaHUYMBOM MSATKOCTBIO CKa3aJl OIWH M3 OXPAaHHUKOB, MYKUMHA
rocrapiie, 1, 000rHyB HacjeHUKOB BMecTe ¢ Codueld, IepBbIM pacnaxHyl NIMPOKUE JIBYCTBOpYA-
Thle 1Bepu. KoHeuHo, pe3Hbie. Bripe3aHo Ha HUX ObUIO YTO-TO MOX0Xkee Ha MOPCKHE BOJIHBL. — BcE,
Ternepb MOXETE 3aXOAUTh.

OrpoMHoOe noMellleHN e, BbUIOKEHHOE MEJIKOH IJIMTKOUN pa3HbIX OTTEHKOB CHET0, OYTH MOJI-
HOCTBIO 3aHMMaJT OACCElH ¢ He MeHee CHHel Bogoi. Heckosbko OesbIX Kpecull, B KOTOPbIX MOKHO
OBbLIIO W JIeXkaTh, U CHICTh, HAXOQWIUCH PSAIOM C JICCTHHIIEH, BeIyIIeld B BOLY, OCTAJIbHBIC B CJIO-
’KEHHOM BUJIE CTOSIT B YIJTy KOMHATBl. MOMEHTAJILHO 3aX0TEJIOCh CHATH C ce0s1 BCE U XOPOIIEHBKO
HariaBatbcsi. BoT MHTEpecHo, a el MOKHO MPUXOMTH CIofia B CBOOOIHOE OT padOTh BpeMsi?

XoT4... Oyzet 1 oHO BooOIIe?

— 310510B0, maBga? — cupocuil AJleKCaHIp U yKa3asl Ha Y3KYI0 IBEPb B IIPOTUBOIOI0KHOM
KOHIIE TIOMEILIEHUs. — A TaM J1a3JeBaJIKa.

— To1 ymeemns riaBath? — nouHTtepecoBaiach Cousi v yabIOHyIaCh, KOTa MAIbUMK KHUBHYIL.
— A THI, Arara?

— W 5. Ho nana naBaet ropaso jyutie Hac. [Torom yBuaure!

Cepnue npornyJo, 3anuiock, 1 Codus nogymana: «MHTEpecHo, a 3T0 Kakue SMOIUU — CUJTb-
HBlE UM He 04eHb ?» Eil Ka3zanock, 4TO CUJIbHEE YK€ HEBO3MOKHO, HO OHA BE/b HE SMIIAT. . .

CMmoxeT Jiu AraTa mo4yBCTBOBATh, YTO OHA ONIYIIAET K €€ OTIly, WK HeT? A oH cam? A eciu
MOYYBCTBYET U MOUMET — YBOJIUT JI?

«['mynoctu. B KoHIle KOHLIOB, 3TO K€ HE MpecTyIieHue | »

— Tloripémre, mokaxem BaM cajioH! Ilama Ha3bIBaeT €ro «OTAbIXaTEJILHON KOMHATON». Tam
NMaHuHO ecThb. Bl urpaere? HasepHoe, na, Bupmxunus urpana.

— JlectHo, 4TO THI cUMTaellb MEHsI HE MEHee OIBITHOM, yeM Bupmxkunus, Arara, — 3acme-
sunack Coust. — [la, s ymero urpats. [lo npasae ropops... — JleByliKa MOHU3WIA TOJIOC U YyTh
HAKJIOHWJIACh, CIIOBHO XOTeJa COOOUIUTh JETSAM TaiiHy. — Wrpa Ha MMaHWHO, IEHWe U PUCOBAHUE
BCerJa JaBajiCh MHE JIETKO, a BOT IIUTHE M BHIIMBAHUE — HA0OOPOT.

— Oii, 51 ToXe He JIIOOJTIO IIUTh U BHIIMBAThL, — 3aKMBaJia Ararta, a AJIeKCaHp MMOBTOPHII, XOTS
BpSJ JIU €My KTO-TO JIaBaJl B PyKM UIy. — B ominune oT Haieil TETh AHHBL. Y He€ Jaxe CaJloH
JIaThEB B CTOJIMIIE €CTh! A BBI CKa3aju, 4yTo pucyere, aa?

Botr ¢ TakuMu JTIOOOIBITHBIMUA OJNECTSIUMU TJIa3aMU TPUHIIECCA CTAHOBUJIACH TTOXOXeW Ha
00BIYHYI0 IeBOUKY. CephE3HOCTD McUe3alia, CMeHSsICh BO30YXIEHHBIM nHTepecoMm, — u Coduu Hpa-
BUJIUCh 9TU U3MEHEHHUSI.

— Pucyro. [lokazars?

— Ja-a-a! — ckazanm et XopoMm, a Arata foo6auia: — Mpbl ¢ AJlekcoM O4eHb JTIOOUM PUCO-
Bath! BupmxuHus roBopuia, y HaC TajaHT.

— Torma 1 Bbl MOKakeTe MHE CBOM PUCYHKH, — YJbIOHY1ach Codusi M 3acMesiiach, Korjaa
HACJIeJHUKY PaJIOCTHO BBIOEXKAM U3 KOMHATHI ¢ Kpukamu: «Ceidac nmpuHece-&-Em!»

KoneuHo, oHa He 3Haja, 4TO €€ XOET JaJIble, HO IIOKA €l Ka3aJIoCh, YTO BCE CKJIAALIBAETCS
OYEHb YJIauHO.

keksk
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Mesx1y COBEIIaHUSIMHU C TIPECTABUTENIIMA KOMUTETOB Y ApeHa OCTaJIoCh HEMHOTO BPEMEHH,
Y OH CBSI3aJICS 10 OpaclieTy ¢ OJIHUM U3 OXPaHHUKOB jieTeid. [lapHsaM ObUTH TaHBI CTPOTHE YKA3aHUS
HE TOJIbKO OXPaHATh, HO U CJICJIUTh 32 TeM, KaKk HOBasl aHbsIH CIIPaBJIseTCs ¢ 00s13aHHOCTSIMH. Biiaro
OXpaHHUKaM OBLIIO C YeM CpaBHUBATh — 00a paboTasy BO IBOPIIEC JABHO U BUPIKUHMIO 3acCTalIN.

— Kak pena, Kpuc?

— Bcé xoporno, Baie BenmuectBo. OHU cefiyac B cajioHe. Arata U AJIeKCaHIp MOKa3bIBAIU
aityie Taym CBOM PUCYHKH. A TeTieph PUCYIOT.

Nmmnepatop, X0Th TIepe]l HUM U Jiexkasla CTONKa (PMHAHCOBBIX OTYETOB, HE yepXkKasics OT cliadou
YIIBIOKH.

— Yro gymaens?

— IMoka Bcé Herioxo, Ballle BeTNYeCTBO. BaM Obl TOXe MOHPABUIIOCH, €CJIU Obl BB BUJICITH.

Eciu 6bl OH BUIE. ..

ApeH nokocuicsl Ha yachl. [Jo ciemyonero copemanus HesblX IBaIlaTh MUHYT.

OH ycrieer.

Korna nmneparop Bblilies1 U3 KaMUHa B CajJlOHE, €My Cpa3y CTajlo Beceso. Arara, AJieKCaHap
1 Cousi, pacrioNIOKUBIIIMECS HA KOBPE IMOCPEIU KOMHATHI, COBEPILICHHO He 0OpaTUIM BHUMAHUS Ha
ero TMosIBJICHWe — TIPSIMO Tiepe]] HUMU ObLT paccTesieH OOJIBIION JTUCT OymMard, Ha KOTOPOM OHU B
IIECTh PYK YTO-TO PHUCOBAJIH.

ApeH nofomeén Onke, ¥ HACTPOEHHUE eIlé HEMHOTO TOJHSIOCh — TaM, Ha PUCYHKe, ObLIO
Mope. AJIeKCaHp pacK parmBaj royooi Kpackoi He0o, AraTa MbIXTesNa HaJl JIa3y pHbIMU OTTEHKAMU
BOJIH, a HOBas aHbsH... OHa pricoBana Kopadib. CoBepIIeHHO YyJeCHbIN MapyCHUK, MapsIIuil Haj
BOJIHAMU.

— [Mana! — BOCKJIMKHYJ AJIEKC, IEPBBIM 3aMeTUBIINE ero. Cpa3y nociie 3Toro BOCKJIUIAHUS
ApeH OIIyTHJI HEUTO, MOXOXkee Ha TO YYBCTBO, UTO YK€ MPUXOAMIIO K HEMY B MHT, KOTJla OH BHIOH-
pasicst u3 kamuHa B komHaTe Corin. OH HUKaK He MOT B HEM pa300paThCsl, HO 3TO YYBCTBO, HECO-
MHEHHO, ObUTO TIPUSITHBIM.

[Nornaaue mo royioBamM BCKOUMBIIKX JIeTeid, ApeH BCTal HeMOAAIEKY, KUBHYJI OX paHHUKAM —
T€, Ha00OopOT, oTonwM nofasbiie. Codus Toxe XoTesa BCTaTh, HO OH MaxHYJI PyKOU:

— He nyxHo, TBOpHTE. I HEHANOITO, MPOCTO PEIINJI BaC IIPOBEAATh.

U BHOBB 310 4yBCTBO. T€III0€E, ApOXKAIlEe, KAK JTACKOBOE KaCaHUE BECEHHETO COJIHIIA.

— ¢ pama, — ckazana aHbsiH, YyTh YJIBIOHYBIIKCH, U B 9TOW HEJIOBKOMW Y/IBIOKEe ApeH yBHUIE
orpaxenue yyBcTB Coun. OHa He Bpajia — JEHCTBUTENBHO PaJoBalach. — Y BalllMX JIETEN HECO-
MHEHHbII TasTanT. 1 mpocto nopasxeHa. [Ipeanoxkuia UM HaprCOBaTh OHY KAPTUHY Ha TPOUX, Y KakK-
J0ro — CBOs 3aa4a. Y mocMoTpuTe, Kakoe ayaecHoe HeOO HaprcoBall AJiekcanap. A Mope Arathl!
Bort 31ech 1axke BUIHBI MOJBOIHBIE KAMHH. .. U PHIObI!

[Tnecuyno Boctoprom — Tenepb ApeH yxe OblT yBepeH B ToMm, 4to Cousi 4yBCTBOBaIA
MMeHHO Boctopr. Eif HpaBUIOCh TO, UTO PUCOBAJIH €r0 JAETH.

— Bam mapycHuk He Xyske Harero Mopsi 1 Heba! — ckaszasia Arata ropsido, 1 1o e€ mokpac-
HEBIIMM [IeKaM UMIIepaTop MOHsLT, uyTo aMotun Coduun mpoOrIi sMnaTiieckuii nmrt gouepu. [Toka
3TO YaCTEHbKO cIyvajoch. — [la, man?

— Jla. BepHu 1t Ha MecTo, MOsI paiOCTh.

— O#ii...

Codust yaMBIEHHO MOKOCWIACh Ha Arary, KOTopasi pe3Ko 3a)KMypuiach — OHa BCErja Tak
COCPE0TOUNBANIACh, — U ApEH MOSICHUIL:

— Iut ot smonuit. Ero npo6wurio.

JleBy11Ka MOpPrHyjia — ¥ TeIlo, KOTOPOe IUJIO OT HE€, BAPYT CMEHMJIOCh BOJIHOM XO0JI0/1a.

— IIpoduno?.. 3-3a meHs?
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— Her, — cka3zan ApeH, HO Arara ero nepeouia:

— Yt0 BBI, KOHEUHO HeT! S MpocTO eIié MI0Xo yHpapysioch ¢ Marueil. MHe HaJlo y4uThCsl.

— Xopormo, — B3aoxHyna Codusi, ABHO UCIBITaB OOJIerdyeHre. Xouo/ CXJIbIHYI — 1 UMIIe-
paropy BAPYT 3aXOTeJIOCh, KaK JI0OBOJIbHOMY KM3HbBIO KOTY, ITOIPEThCsl Ha JIJACKOBOM cosHbIlKke. Ho
Korjaa TyT rpetbesi? [1aTh MUHYT /10 COBEIIaHus.

— MHe nopa, — MpOU3HEC OH U, eNIE pa3 MOIJIaAuB HACJAEIHUKOB 10 MSTKMM BOJIOCaM, 00pa-
twics K Copun: — MHe JONMOXWIIM, YTO JeTH PellviM MoKa3aTh BaM ABopell. ['yisaiiTe moka mo
3TOMY 3Taxy, B OpaHXepelo He xomute. $1 mo3HakoMIio Bac ¢ e€ BeamuecTBOM 3a oOenom. Hara
MIPeKHSSI aHbsIH 00e/1ajia C HaMU, U Bbl OyJieTe JIeaTh TaK Ke.

Tero 3aapoxano — OyaTo 3a6ecnokouiochk. UYto xk, 310 00bsicHuMO — Coduio HaBepHSIKa
MpeayNpexIain O CIIOKHOM XapaKTepe €ro KEHHI.

— A T8I IpuAEIIL HA 00en? — cpa3y yrenuich 3a ¢gpasy aeru. — [punén, na?

— Ipuny, — yneioHyncsa ApeH, moagyMaB mpo ceOsl: TONUIo BCE K JJeMOHAM, CErOHS OH JION-
*eH nmoodenars. [lotomy uTo, eciii OH He TPUAET, BUKTOPYSI BMECTO Cyma ChecT 3Ty OSHYIO IEBOUKY.
A emy noka He xotesioch otaaBath Coduio Ha pactep3aHue keHe. B ke HOBYIO aHbsIH OU€Hb XOPOIIIO
NPUHAIM JETH. .. M 3TO KyJa BaxxHee Kanpu3oB Bukropum.

Vike BBIXO[IsS M3 KaMUHA B KabuHeTe, ApeH cBsi3ajics 1Mo OpacieTy ¢ eMIUHCTBEHHOU ITOCTOSTHHOM
CITy’aHKo# cyrnpyru. Jlo coBelaHusi OCTaBajioCh JIBE€ MUHYTHI, U €My KaK pa3 XBaTWJIO BPEMEHU Ha
OBICTPYIO TTPOCHOY.

— Matunbaa, ToKJIaabiBall MHE, MOXKaTyiHcTa, 000 BCEM, UTO TOBOPUT BHUKTOpHS PO HOBYIO
aHbstH. U ¢ kem oHa e€ oOcyxkaer. Bc€, UTo yCIbIHIIb.

Marunbia noHuMapIle ycMexHyJach. JTa KeHIIMHA pOAWJIach U BBIPOC/IA BO ABOpLE, OHA
ObLTa JIMYHOM CITY)KaHKOW MaTepy UMIIepaTopa — 4ero oHa MOrJia He 3HaTh 00 UHTpUrax?

— Mla, Bame BesimuecTBo. Pazymeercs.

keksk

Y 000oux HacIeHUKOB OOHAPYKUJICS TAJIAHT K pUcoBaHuio, U Codusi MBICJIEHHO BO3JIMKOBAJIA,
MIpeBKYyIIas yBJIeKaTelbHble YPOKU. VIHTEpecHo, oT Koro Arata U AJieKCaHIp yHAcJeJOBajIM CIIO-
cooHoctu? [IpeacTaBuTh UMIIepaTopa PUCYIOIIUM OHA MOYeMy-TO He Moria. Moxer, umneparpuria?

[Mourn o camoro obena Codusi U HACIETHUKH PUCOBATA. TOIBKO HEMHOTO MPOILIHUCH IO
KOPHUIIOPY — JIETH MOKA3aJIM CBOEW HOBOW aHbsIH TPEHAKEPHBIH 3211 1 HEOOJBIIYI0 OUOIMOTEKY, TTOJI-
HYIO UCKJTIOUMTEITLHO IETCKUX KHUT. BripoueM, HeOOJIBIION OHa ObLiTa TOIBKO 10 CPABHEHUIO C OCHOB-
HoW O6uOnMoTekoi, kak monsuia Codus. B ocTambHOM ke — orpoMHasi KOMHATa, TOJTHAsl CTejlla-
el ¢ pa3HOLIBETHBIMU KHUKHBIMU TOMaMH, YIOTHBIE JUBAHBI U, CAMOE YIMBUTEIHOE — HACTOSAIINE
KayeJiv, HaCTOJIbKO IIMPOKUE, YTO Ha HUX MOIVIM IIOMECTUTBCS Cpasy NATEPO JIeTel.

Ha 3THx kavensix oHU U KayaJuch ¢ Aratoi U AJIEKCAaHAPOM, KOTjia B OMOJIMOTEKY 3aryisHyII
OIVH U3 CIIYT U, 4yTh MOKJOHUBIIUCH, IPOTOBOPUIL:

— Bamm BeicouecTBa, aityia Tanu, mporry ciegoBath 3a MHOU. [Topa oOenars.

Codum yxe TaBHO XOTENIOCh €CTh, HO, KaK TOJIKO OHa YCJIbIIIAjia 3TU CJIOBa, alllleTUT BIPYT
nponai. O6e 03HaYaI 3HAKOMCTBO C UMITEPATPHILIEH, a Y IEBYIIIKM BO3HUKJIO SICHOE MTPEAYyBCTBHUE,
YTO HAUYETO XOPOUIETO U3 3TOr0 3HAKOMCTBA HE MOTY4UTCS.

«['mynoctu, Codu, — ckazana oHa cede MBICIEHHO. — VIMIiepaTop ¢ 9TOM KeHIIMHON BOCEMb
net B Opake. OHU POV JBOWX JEeTel. 3HAYMT, C HEM KaK-TO MOXHO JOTOBOPHUTHLCS. Thl ke aHbsIH
e€ J1eTeid, OHO TOJIBKO 3TO YKE HeIJIOXOU apryMeHT».

«¥YTy, — XMBIKHYJI B OTBET BHYTpEeHHUH ckenTuK. — CpaBHmia cebsi ¢ ummneparopom. OT Hero-
TO HUKYJIa HE JIETbCs, @ BOT aHbSIH MOKHO U TIOMEHSTh>.
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UyTh MOMOPIIUBIIKCH U OTPUHYB M0100HbIE MBICITH, Cohuisi MOAHSIIACH C Kaueeld 1 BMeCTe C
HacJIeJHUKAaMH TIOIILJIa B CTOJIOBYIO CJIEIOM 3 CJIYIOi. 3aMbIKajIM IIECTBHE J1IBa MOTYAJIMBBIX OXPaH-
HUKA.

CronoBasi 0Ka3zajach HEOOJBIIUM TMOMEIICHUEM, TOCPEAX KOTOPOTO CTOST IJIMHHBIM CTOJ,
TIOKPBITHIN OEJIOCHEXHOH cKaTepThio. CTEeHbI ObLIA OKJIEEHBI TKAHEBHIMU OOOSIMH C PACTUTEIHHBIM
OpPHAMEHTOM, a Ha HUX, €CJIM He CUMTATh HEMarn4eCKUX CBETHJIbHUKOB, BUCEJIM TOJIBKO Pa3HOOOpa3-
HbI€ HATIOPMOPTHI, B OCHOBHOM C (DpYKTaMU. Y caMoii IajibHEeN OT BXO/Ia CTEHBI PACTIOJIArasics MaJiblid
MPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIN JTM(PT — vepe3 Hero, Kak Coduisi MoHUMaIa, JOJHKHBI OBUTH JOCTABIIATH €1y U3
KyxHH. Bosne mudra crosim qBoe ciyr B Oenoit hopme.

OXpaHHUKH CIIOBHO PAacTBOPHIIMCH, KaK TOJBKO OHA M JIETH BOLUIM B cTONOBylo, — Codus
Ja’ke He ycresa 3aMeTUTh, KyJa U Korjaa OHU Jejauch. OCTaluch TOIBKO CIYIH.

— Capgurecs, Baiu BoicouecTBa. U BbI Toke, aitia Tanu. Ciona, moxanyicra, — cKa3as CoIlpo-
Boxkaaoumii. Codus onmycTuiiach Ha MPEAJIOKEHHbIA CTYJI C MATKAM CUJEHBEM U OIJIsIIEIIach.

CneBa ot He€, nepka uaeanbHO MpsMBble CIIMHBI, YCAKUBAJIMCH JIETH, JAETOBUTO PACKJIAAbIBAsI
Ha KOJIEHSIX aJible TKAaHEBble CaI(PETKU C 30JI0THIM IIUTHEM, U300pakaiomM 3oo0toro opnia. Crpasa,
BO IVIaBE CTOJIa, CTOSUI CTYJI, OOJIbIIIE TIOXOKHMIA Ha PE3HOM JePEBSIHHBIN TPOH, a 32 HUM Topes KAMUH,
u Codus noHsIa, YTO TaM JIOJDKEH cuieTh umrneparop. OHa cama Haxoqujach OT HEro IO JIEBYIO
PYKY, 3HQUUT, UMIIepaTpriia OyJeT CUETh MPSIMO HalIPOTUB HEE, MO MPaBYIo. ..

Ho noka e€ BenmuecTB He ObUIO, 3aTO B CTOJIOBYIO 3aXOIMIN KaKMe-TO JPYyTrye JIOIH.

I[NepBoii BomIa HEBBICOKAST MOJIOAAs KEHIIMHA B TEMHO-KPACHOM IUIaThe, C BOJIOCaMU, yOpaH-
HBIMH TIO]] 30JI0TYIO CETOUKY.

— Téra AHHa! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa AraTa, Ha CEKyH/ly yTPAaTUB B3POCIIYIO CEPbE3HOCTh. — A BbI
ceroaHsa ¢ Hamu odenpaere?!

— Jla, Mos1 Xopoimasi, — OTBETWIa KCHIMHA, MSATKO YILIOHYBIIUCH. «[IpuHIlecca AHHa,
cecTpa umreparopa», — BcriomHmIia Codust, moiMas Ha ceOe JTIOOOTBITHBIN B3IJIsIT, OBICTPO BCTaIA
¥ MOKJIOHWJIACh, KaK TIOJIOXKEHO M0 3TUKeTy. — W He TonbKo s1. Barr oter; mpocust mpuiiTy 1 MeHs, 1
Amnacracuio, 1 Anpuana, v T€Tio Baneccy. [Ipoctute, Anens 51 He ipuBesia, oHa emié Ooseer.

— Oii, kKak 3amMeyvaTebHO! — TOUTH MOANpPHIrHY/a Ha cTyne Arara u oOparunack kK Codun,
KOTOpasi y’ke OIycKajach Ha CBOE MecTo: — MbI peniko odenaeM Bmecte. OcoOEHHO mocTe. . .

UYro «mocie», Codust He ycrplmana — MpHHIecca AHHA, PacTiONIOKUBIIMCH HA COCEHEM OT
MeCTa UMIIEPaTPULIbI CTYJIE, TPOMKO CKa3aJja, CJIOBHO XkeJajla OCTAHOBUTh Arary:

— 3HauuT, BBl — Hailla HoBas aHbsiH? Pasia mo3HakomuTthes. S AHHa, cTapiias cectpa ApeHa
Y TETS1 Arathl U AJiekcaHjipa. Y MeHsl €CTb rofioBajasi JOUKa, €€ 30ByT AJiefib, ¥ Bbl C HeW TOKE CKOPO
MO3HAKOMHTECh. Y MOEW MaJBIIIKK HeT aHbssH. — [IpuHIiecca pa3Bena pykamu. — § cuky ¢ Heil
cama. .. ToKa 9ro.

— Cocu moxeT ObITh aHbSIH AJIeTTb, — CKa3al AJIEKCAaHJpP BaXXHO M TOPKECTBEHHO, CJIOBHO
yKa3 3aunThiBal. — Byzem urnats BMecre!

AwnHa 3acMestnack, 1 Coduist mofimasia ce0s1 Ha MBIC/IU, YTO CECTpa MMITEpaTopa ey, MmoKaIyu,
HpaBUTCS. B Hell 4yBCTBOBAJIOCH YTO-TO YIOTHOE M COBCEM HE TOPKECTBEHHOE — CJIOBHO OHA ITPUIILIA
B 9Ty CTOJIOBYIO M3 KyXHHU WIH arenbe. E€ Jlerko MOXHO ObUIO MPEACTaBUTh Cpely MPOTUBHEH C
MUPOKKAMHU WM C UTOJIKOW M HUTKOW B PyKax. YAMBUTEIBHO — IOTOMY YTO KaK Mar MpHHIecca
OblJIa OUeHb CHIILHOM, HE HAMHOTO cyiabee umreparopa.

— 4 cmoTpIo, He ycrenau Mbl MOJTyYUTh HOBYIO aHbsIH, Kak JIETH YK€ PBYT €€ Ha 4acTH, —
pazfaiicsi 4er-To BEeCENbIi rojioc y BXOAHOH J1BepH, U Codusi, TOBEpHYB rOJIOBY HaJIEBO, YBUAEIA
TEMHOBOJIOCOTO MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBeKa C CHHUMH I71a3aMH M IIMPOKOW ybIOKOi. OHa BHOBb BCTasIa U
MOKJIOHUJTACh. — DTO MOXBAJIBHO. 3HAYMT, XOPOIIIO UCTIONHSAET CBOM 00s13aHHOCTH. [la, Anekc?

— Jla, — KMBHYJI MJIbUUK HE MeHee BaXHO, ueM panbine. — Codwu, 310 AymaH, Hall JBO-
I0JIOJHBIN OJar.
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— Bcé BepHO, — XMBIKHYJI MYy’KUMHA, CajlsiCh PAJOM C NpHUHLECCOl AHHOU. — ToJbKO He
Anmman, a Anpuad. MoxxHO TipocTo PuaH, — mpeuioxuin OH JOBEPUTENIBHO U TaK YABIOHYJICS, UTO
Codust Ha MrHOBEHUE OTeNnia. 3aurpbiBaeT?..

— Broikimouun-Kka noBenaca, PuaH, noka ApeH He npuiieil, — AHHA Iy DIMBO HUIENHYJA TUIe-
MSIHHUKA JIaJJOHBIO 110 IJIeyy. — A TO...

— HWcnenenut? — Morofoii uesioBek nourpai OpoBsSMU, IPUHIECCa HAXMYPUJIAch, a OT BXOAA
paszanoch JeasHoe:

— He crout mrytuth Ha 3Ty TEMY, CBIH.

Codus, He ycrieBlIas cecTb, BHOBb [TIOBEPHYJIA IT'OJIOBY — BO3JIE IBEPU CTOSTN JIBE SKEHIIIUHBI.
OpnHa Obl1a 4yTh cTapiie AHHBI — OY€Hb CBETJIbIE, TIOUTH OeJible BOJIOCHI, TaKas jKe CBeTIas Koxa U
71a3a — TOYb-B-TOYb KaK y AJIpuaHa, CHHUE, CJIOBHO HEOO B SICHBIH JIEHb.

Psmom crosina mononas neBymika ogaoro ¢ Codueli Bo3pacra, OHa ObUIa MPAKTUYECKU TIOTHOM
KOIUel MaTepu.

— IIpoctn, — AnpuaH MOAHSIT PyKH, U YJIBIOKa C €ro Jumia ucuesna. — He nomymait.

— Thl kpailHe penko TyMaelllb, 0 KpailHel Mepe T'oJI0BOM, — pe3KO NMPOM3HECA KEeHILMHA,
nojxoasi O;xke, HO TYT ke, IOTepsiB MHTepec K ChiHy, oOparunack Kk Codpun: — J1oOpsiit genb. K
COXKAJICHMIO, HE UMEI0 YECTH 3HATh Ballero uMeHu. MeHs 30ByT Banecca, A1 mare AnpuaHa u... —
OHa KOCHYJIach PyKM CBOEW Aouepu, — AHACTaCHU.

Tenepb Bc€ BcTasio Ha cBOM MecTa. M mouemy Helib3s Iy TUTh Ha TEMY «UCIIENEIeHUs», U MHO-
roe Jpyroe.

Banecca — xeHa npuHua AapoHa, penaresisi, KOToporo UMIepaTop CKEr 3auBO Ha [IBop-
1I0BOM mutomaay B JleHb AJIbraHHBI.

— Mens 30ByT Codust Tanu. [TpusaTHO MO3HAKOMUTHCS, — MOKJIOHUTIACh Cousl, HEBOIBHO
COUYBCTBYsI 9TOM keHIIMHE. Kak ke eil, HaBepHoe, Heslerko. My — mpeareib, a ero 6par, ¢ KoTo-
PBIM OHa ceifuac OyIeT CH/IETh 32 OJHUM CTOJIOM, YOUUIIA MyKa.

— U nam, — ckazama AHacTacus rojI0COM, IIOXOKUM Ha 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYHKA. — MBI JII0ONM
o0enarh BMeCTe, HO PEIKO MOTyJyaeTcs.

— OcobeHHo y asaau ApeHa, — cbsi3Bul Afpuad, u Cous cierka ynuBrIach, YCIbIIIaB 13
ero yCT «JIs/1s1», — BCE ke UMIIepaTop ObLT CTapIlie CBOETO TUIEMsIHHMKA He OoJiee YeM Ha JIeCsITh JieT.

— Ilana BooOie 0coOeHHBIN, — TPOMKO CKa3asla Arata, HO OTBETUTh €l HUKTO He YCIIe:
OrOHb B KAMUHE SIPKO BCIIBIXHYJI.

Codus OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH CeJla ¥ HEPBHO CIVIOTHYJIA — BHYTPH Pa30M IMOXOJIOEIO, CIIOBHO
OHa JIEASTHOM BOJbI HAIMJIACh. A U3 KAMUHA YK€ BBIXOAMJI UMIIeparop. .. U He oauH. Ha pykax oH, kak
Coduio HeCKOTBKUMH YacaMH paHee, HEC KEHIIUHY B TEMHO-3eJIEHOM OPIOYHOM KOCTIOME, TTOXOKEeM
Ha OObIYHBINA pabouMii KOCTIOM Ca/IoBHUKA. E€ cBeTsIbie BOJIOCH ObLIM 3arjIeTeHbl B TOJCTYIO KOCY,
n Cousi HEOKHMIAHHO BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO TOBOpMiIa Arara mpo paboTy UMIIepaTpUlilbl B OpaHKepee.
Bunumo, oTTyna ero BeJIM4ecTBO U BBIAEPHYI XkeHy. U To 1 y He€ He ObUI0 BpeMeHH MepeoieThes, TO
JIM OHA caMma He 3axoTesia. Bripouem, HecMOTps Ha MPOCTOTY, KOCTIOM OKa3aJICsl BIIOJIHE MPUJINYHBIM
Y HU KaIleJIbKU He TPSA3HBIM.

Nmneparop, nepemarays 3arpax/IeHue KaMrUHa, OCTOPOKHO OITyCTWJI CYPYry Ha 1oj, 1 Arara
C AJIEKCaHAPOM TYT K€ 3arpeMesv CTY/IbsSMHU, BCKaKuBas U3-3a crona. OHM METHYJIMCh K Marepu
MoJT4a, 6€3 BOCTOPKEHHBIX KPUKOB — IMPOCTO MOAOEKATH U OOHSIIH.

A Codus cmoTpena Ha MO UMIepaTpyLibl. XOJOIHOE M HQIMEHHOE ITOHAYaly, OHO CMSATYU-
JIOCh, KaK TOJIbKO Ta KOCHYJIACh JIAAOHSAMHU MaKylIeK JeTeil, Moniaania Ux Mo BoJIocaM M Ipukaia
Ha CeKyH/ly IIOKpernye. YAMBUTENIbHO, HO B 9TO KOPOTKOM JIACKE, IIOYTH HE3aMETHOM ITOCTOPOHHEMY
B3MJISALY, OBLIO CTOJILKO 3a00THl M HexxHOCTH, UTo Codrst cpa3y nepecraiia OOSIThCA.

Bo3MorkHO, 9Ta KeHIIMHA HUKOTa He TOMOONT e€, 1a oHa U He o0si3aHa. I maBHOe, 4To cpasy
nouyBcTBoBa1a Codusi U uTO JIIst He€ Beeraa ObUIO CaMbIM BaKHBIM, — 3TO JIOOOBb K JIETsM. A C
OCTaJIbHBIM OHA CITPABUTCH.
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A emg ummneparpuiia nokasanach e O4eHb KPpaCHBON — MPEKpacHble CBETIIbIE BOJIOCHI, 3arijie-
TEHHBIE B KOCY, HA BUCKAX U Y JIOA YyTh KyAPSIBIINCH, IPUIABask CTPOTOMY U XOJIOAHOMY JIITY YyTh
JETCKOCTH M TporaresibHOCTH. CaMo JIMIO ObUIO HACTOJIBKO MPABMIIBHBIM M TOYEHBIM, CIOBHO 3TO
KapTHHa WM KyKJIa, a He )KUBOU yesioBek. U purypa, 1 HexxHas cBeTias Koka, U PEKPaCHbIN 1IBET
royObIX 1J1a3 — BCE OBUIO COBEPILIEHHO.

«He yauBuTeNbHO, YTO €ro BEIMUYECTBO MOMIOOUI TaKylo KeHIMHY», — nogyMana Codus,
BHOBb ITOJIHUMAsSICh C MECTa M UyTb IIpUCeasl.

— JoOpblii AeHb, Balllk BETMYECTBA.

— Capurech, Cousi, — ckazan UMIeparop, KuBHyB. B ominune ot skeHsl, KoTopas rokasa-
nack Copyrt HEMHOTO HapsiKEHHOM, 0COOEHHO KOT/Ia 3aMeTHIa e€, ero BEJIMIeCTBO ObUT A0COIOTHO
CIIOKOEH. — B crieyionuii pa3 MoxeTe He BCTaBaTh, 3TO Be/lb He O(UITMATBHBIN IPUéM. — OH 00BEN
J1a3aMH CTOJIOBYI0. — JI0OpBIii 1IeHb BCEM.

Codus ormycTunach Ha CTyJI, KpaeM yxa yJIOBHB, KaK OCTaJbHbIE 3I0POBAIOTCS, @ caMa TIbITa-
Jlach HE OTBOAMTH B3IJISIa M HE OTBOPAYMBATHCS — MUMIIEPATPHIIA CMOTpEIa Ha He€, U 3TO ObLIO Obl
HEBEKJIMBO.

— MoxHO HauMHaTh, — MPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP, ycaauB keHy u Arary ¢ Anekcanapom. Cen
caMm U npono/kui: — Bukropusi, nozHakombest ¢ Codpueit Tanu, oHa ¢ CerogHsIIHEro JHs aHbsIH
HAIIUX JIETeN.

— Paya, — mporoBopuia uMmeparpuia xoiaoqHo. — Hazeoch, Bbl IPoAEpKUTECH AOMbIIIE,
YeM MpeIbIyme KaHIuIaTKy.

— Sl mocraparoch, Bailie Ben4ecTBo, — oTBeTHs1a Cohusl TaK MOYTUTENTBHO, KaK TOJBKO MOTJIA.

— He comueBaioch, Besib BbI... — Havaja BHUKTOpHS, 4yTh MOBBICUB TOJIOC, HO UMIIEPATOP
nepeOm1 e€, 0OpaTUBIIKCH K AraTe U AJIeKCaHapy:

— BbI joprcoBai CBOIO KapTUHY, AeTu? S MOry moToM MOCMOTpPETh Ha pe3yIbTaT?

— Ma, nmar, — yneiOHynnack Arara, norisiaeB Ha Codwuio, a AleKcaH/1p SHEPrUIHO 3aKUBAT. —
Hopucoau. Tak 3n0poBo momyumiocsk! A nocie ooena Codu oberiana, 9YTo MOy4IUT HAC PUCOBATD
COOCTBEHHbIE TIOPTPETHI.

— 3ameuarenbHO, — UMIIEPATOP AOBOJIBHO YIBIOHYICS, a BUKTOpHS yKe clipaivBania:

— Kapruny? Iloprper?..

— MBmI ceiiyac paccka)em! — XOpOM BOCKJIMKHYJIM HACJIETHUKN — M CTaJIM PACCKa3bIBaTbh.

E€ BenmmMuecTBO M OCTaJibHBIE MPHUCYTCTBYIOIIME BHUMATEIBHO CIIYIIAIM, U K KOHIYy 3TOrO
SMOIMOHAJIBHOTO paccKasa Jaxe UMIIepaTpHila HEMHOTO OTTasuia U uyThb yablOHy1ack. He Codwun,
KOHEYHO — JIETSIM.

Cayru pacctaBuiv niepe]] MPUCYTCTBYIOIIMMHU TapesKH ¢ 3aKyCKaMH, U 00e/l HavaJcsl.

Pacckaz Ararbel m Anekcanzipa 4yTh pas3psiinil OOCTAaHOBKY, CTaBIIYIO HANpPsUKEHHOW TOCIe
nosiBJIeHUs TIpaBsiieit yethl — 1 Coduist He OblTa yBEepeHa, UTo JIeNO 3/IeCh TOJIBKO B Held. [la, oHa He
ObLJIa MIIaTOM, HO Tpefronaraia, 4ro Banecce, skeHe yOUTOro UMIiepaTopomM AapoHa, U e€ JIeTsaMm
BpsIIL JIU TYT KoM(OpTHO. [laxe ecny OHM He MMeJM OTHOIIEHUS K 3aroBOPY — a OHM HaBEpHsIKA He
MMeEJIH, Pa3 ero BeJIMUECTBO OCTABUII MX MPH ABOPE, — ITO BCE PaBHO HEMPOCTO.

Camoii HenmpuHYXIEHHON BBIIVIsIAENA MpUHIIECCa AHHA, ¥ TIO B3IVIsAAaM, KOTOPBIMH MHOTAA
oOMeHMBaJIMCh oHa U umreparop, Codus MOHsIA, YTO ITU JBOE HE TOJIBKO OpaTt U cecTpa, HO U JIpy-
3bs1. OHM CJIOBHO BeJU APYT C APyroM O€3MOJIBHBIN TUajior, HoHuMasi mpu 3toM Be€. [apy pas Codus
3amMevasia, Kak AHHA TOJXBaThIBAJIa MHUIMATUBY Opara, yBOIs OOIIMI pa3roBop B MPOTUBOIMOJIOK-
HYIO OT OMACHBIX TEM CTOPOHY, ¥ OH IJIsi/IeNl Ha He€ ¢ O1arolapHOCThIO.

BukTopusi, HecMOTps Ha TO, UTO JieTH ObUTH HacTpoeHsl kK Codur Oosiee yeM JoOpoxkenaTebHO,
MEPUOANYECKH TIhITANIACh €€ YKONOTh. Kakoi-HuOyIb epyHAION — TO MHTEpecoBaach ¢ XOJOIHOU
YIBIOKOM, YMEET JIM OHA TIOJIb30BAThCsI HOKOM JIJIsI PHIOBI U JIECEPTHOM BUJIKOM, TO TMPOCHJIA PaccKa-
3aTh, Kakue HakazaHus i geteid Copusi CUMTaeT A0MyCTUMBIMU, TO CIPAIINBaJIa, HE UCTILITHIBACT
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JI1 OHA HEJIOBKOCTH, CHJIS 32 OMHUM CTOJIOM C TAKMM KOJIMYECTBOM apHCTOKPATOB — Beb HE ObLIO
K€ paHblle y HEE€ TaKOro OIbITa, BEPHO?

Bmecto Codunt Ha 3TOT BOITPOC OTBETUIT UMITEPATOP.

— Joporasi, 1ymaio, 4to si Topasio 0osee HeJIOBKO U4yBCTBYIO ce0si Ha CoBeTe apXUMarrucTpos,
yeMm Cocus B 1aHHBI MOMEHT. B OKpykeHUU 1ypakoB Bceraa Kak-To TepselbCs.

— Apen! — Bo3myTHiIack Buktopus, HO CeKyHly CIIYCTsl XMXMKHYJIA U BAPYT CTajla OX0Xka
Ha MQJICHBKYIO IIKOIJIMBYIO JEBOUKY.
— Bor umenHo, a1 ApeH, — HapOYMTO YKOPM3HEHHO IOKayasl rojoBo AllpuaH, MOKa

OCTaJIbHBIE CMesINCh. — YeMy Thl yuuib Araty 1 Ajiekcanapa?

— Ilnoxomy, pasymeercs, — OTBETWJI UMIIEPATOP, NOAMUIUBAsA AETAM. — A XOpOLIEMY UX
Hay4at yuutens u Codust. BepHo, pedsra?

— [la, mart, — XOpoM BOCKJIMKHYJIM HACJEJHUKH, TSI HA OTIA C UCKPEHHUM 0O0KaHHEM.

keksk

B nenom Apen ocrasncs I0BOJIEH TeM, Kak rpoién oden. Ero crparerusi cpaborana — netu
Y OCTaJIbHBle POJCTBEHHUKH OTBJIeKanu Buktopuio ot Codumn, 1 cynpyra Tak U He CMOIJIa cocpe-
JIOTOUYMTHCS HA KEeJIaHMM YHU3UTh HOBYIO aHbsiH. Kpome TOro — u uMriepatop BUAENT 3TO TaK ke
SIBHO, KaK MaJbIIbl HA CBOMX pyKax, — BuKTOpus Konedanach, Habmoaasi, HACKOJIBKO XOpOoIIo Arata
u Anekcanap npusiii Cocuio. VI oH Hagesicsi, 9To co BpeMeHeM Onaropasymue, KOTOpPbIM JKeHa
BCE ke oOnaana, IepecuIiT HeXeaHue OOIAThCs ¢ HeTUTYJIOBAHHON 0COOOM U CTpax Tepesl TeM,
4yT0 ApeH 3aBefeT cebe JIIOOOBHHUILY.

Jlio6oBHutty. .. [lepen rmazamu sipKOI BCIBIIKON BO3HUKJIO JIMIO Codun, 1 ApeH yabiOHyICs
— Ha TaKUX JIEBYIIKaX MOXHO TOJBKO keHUTbcs. Kakas u3 He€ mobGoBHuIa? OHa xe cedst OT yrpbl-
3€HHUI COBECTH COXPET ObICTpee, UeM pa3IeHeTCsl.

Bnpouem, y Buktopuu, BO3MOKHO, KaKOe-TO Ipyroe MHEHHE, OHa BCE-TaKU KEHIIIHA U BUAUT
uHave. Ho nHTEpecoBaThCsi 3TMM BOIIPOCOM ApeH He COOMPAICs — eMy M Tak ObUIO YeM 3aHSThCS.
— Kowmmwccnst B cOope? — cripocusi OH y ceKpetapsi, OpOCHB OBICTPBII B3IJISIT HA YaChI.

— Jla, Baie BesnimuectBo. U ¢ Humu emi€ D4 PuH. .. To ectb D1 Apmanuyc u Pon SIHr.

— IIpexpacHo. Torna 3amyckaiite ux ciofa. — ApeH OTJIOKUI OUEPEAHON OTUET, HAa ITOT pa3
O JIBOPIOBBIX JIeJIaX, U BBIIPSIMUJICS B KpecIie, ITIs1/1s1 Ha IBEPb.

Komuccust mo ponoBoit Maruu. .. OH I0BOJIBHO JIONTO OTKJIAJbIBAJT Pa3roBOP, HAAESCh, YTO €r0
MIOMOIIIb He IOHaHoOuTcs1. Be€ ke, MpuHUMast TUTYJ UMIiepaTopa, ApeH KJISUICS XpaHUTh TallHy CBO-
ero Hacnenust. Ho ceituac Ha KapTy ObLJIO TIOCTABJIEHO rOpas/io OOJIbIIe, YeM MPOCTO YbU-TO AMOUIIHH.

NuTtepecHo, a otery monsut Obl 3107 HeT, ckopee Bcero, OBIBITNN UMIIEPATOP JaXke OTIUTAIT Obl
ChIHA 3a MOI0OOHBIE KPAMOJIBHBIE MBICITH.

— 3HauuT, K Jy4IIeMy, 9To Teds yXe HeT B KUBBIX, — MPOOOPMOTAT UyTh CIIBIIIHO ApEH,
[JIs17151, KaK 3aXOAST B KAOMHET YiIeHbl KOMUCCHUH.

TouHee, epBOI BOIILIA COBCEM HE YIeH KOMHCCHHM, a 3aMECTUTENb IJIaBHOro Bpava Vmre-
paropckoro rocnurais 9H ApMaHHUyc, He Jajiee yeM Mecsl Ha3aja HocuBlias ¢gamuimio Pun. Ona
U peKkTop Marnueckoro yHuBepcuTeTa ObLTM €IMHCTBEHHOM CTOJIMYHON Mapoid, coueTaBIneiics Opa-
KOM TIOCJIe TTPUHSATHS 3aKOHA O TUTYJax. [IpuurHa UTHOPUPOBAHUS ITOTO 3aKOHA KPbLIACh, IO MHE-
HUIO ApeHa, B pofoBoi Marnu. HeTutynoBaHHbIe Mary €0 He 0OJafaiy, U apucTOKpaTus 0osIach
JIMIIATHCS YHUKAJTBHBIX CBOMCTB poOBOH KpoBH. CripaBeisIMBO OHU OOSTHCH WJTH HET — UMIIepaTop
He 3Has1. Ho emy ObUIO UTO pacckas3aTh KOMUCCUH, U YK€ IABHO.

Boreaniast B kabuHeT DH HEJIOBKO MpHUCENa, 9yTh OKAYHYBIIUCH, U ApeH MOCTIeIIIT CKa3aTh:

— He Hy)HO 3TO0r0, MPOCTO CaIUCh.

OT AeBYIIKM TUIECHYJIO OTYETIMBBIM OOJIErYeHreM, 1 OHa ¢ OJIaroqapHOCTHIO KMBHYJIA, Paco-
Jlarasich Ha OJJHOM M3 AMBAHOB CIIpaBa OT MUCbMEHHOTO cTona. [Tapy cekyH CIycTs psiioM ¢ DH OIy-
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cruiicsi PoH SIHr — TanaHTIMBBIA MoJofion apTehakTop, pa3padOTKH KOTOPOTo BCEIZia OUeHb XBa-
JIWJIA €T0 HaYaJIbHUIA, JUPEKTOP MHCTUTYTA apTredakTopuku. Ho mpucmaTpuBaThCsi K 3TOMY I0HOITIE
ApeH HayaJl coBceM HeJJaBHO — Kor/a SIHr cTajn cBA3HbIM-apTe(pakToM peKTopa Marnyeckoro yHu-
BepcuTeTa. A mapy Hejelsb Ha3all SIHr BrepBbie B UICTOPUM CMOT MEPEHECTH KUBOE CYIIECTBO pa3-
MepOM OOJIbIIIe KOIIKM — CPEAHUX pa3MepoB COOAKy — depe3 CTAIMOHAPHBIA MPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIN
TAQPT.

OcraJibHble YJIeHbl KOMUCCUH TOXKE MOCTETIEHHO PacCakxMBAJIUCh, U UMIIEPATOP OIIyIIAT Uay-
I[ie OT HUX BOJTHBI YMBJICHUS ¥ HeloyMeHus1. Hy na, Ha mx MecTe OH Obl TOXe He TIOHUMAJT, UTo 3/1eCh
JenaioT Bpau u apredakrtop. JlagHo emeE apredakTop, OHU TOXKE U3Y4alOT POIOBYIO Marvio, HO Bpau?..

— Yro x, moOphiii Beuep, — cKa3ayl ApeH, KUBHYB U OOBe[s IIa3aMH MPUCYTCTBYIOIINX.
Jloxmacs, moka Bce MPOIIeIeCTAT B OTBET «JJOOPBIN Beuep», U MPOIOJIKIII, 0Opaliasich K mpejice-
JaTe 0 KOMUCCUM, BBICOKOMY CE/IOBJIACOMY MYKYMHE: — BUHCEHT, HAOMHUTE MHE, CKOJIBKO JIET
BBl M Ballli KOJUIETW padoTaeTe HaJ| pasragkod TailHbl POIOBON Maruu?

— IlaTHaguarh, Balle BeJIMYECTBO, — OTBETWJI Npecenaresb, 4yTh Hanpsrimmck. Ckopee
BCEro, BOCIPUHSLI KakK YIpek. — Havanm eme npu Bamem otie. Mbl, KOHEYHO, COBEPIINIIA MHOXKE-
CTBO OTKPBITUM, HO TJIABHOTO TaK W HE CeJayv, IPU3HAIO.

— 4 cnpocun He AA TOro, YToOBI OOBHHATH Bac B 4éM-To, BuHceHT. f Xxorten Obl, 4TOOBI
Bbl U Ballll KOJUJIETH TOHSUTH, JIJIs1 YEero s Mo3Baj yBaxkaeMblx JH Apmanuyc u Pona Anra. U Oh,
1 PoH 3apekoMeH10BamM ceOs1 Kak HEIUIOXHe YUEHBIE, YKe COBEPIIUBIINE HECKOIBKO YHUKATBHBIX
OTKPHITUI. DH — B 00J1aCTH JieueHUsI OOJBHBIX CO CJIOMaHHBIM MarmdeckuM KOHTypoMm, PoH — B
CTaIlMIOHAPHBIX MTPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIX J(Tax. 1 s X0dy, YT0OB OHM BOIILIA B KOMUCCHIO. BO-TIepBBIX,
BaM HY’KE€H HOBBII, CBEXKUI1 B3IJIsSI/] HA BEIM, & BO-BTOPbIX, OHU — HETUTY/IOBAaHHBIE Maru.

— DH yKe TUTYJIOBaHHasl, — BO3pa3u SIHr cepauTo, 1 UMIIepaTop yCMeXHYJICs: apTedakTop
CMOTpEJI Ha HEro OYeHb HEJJOBOJILHO, OT HErO BOJTHAMMU IIIJI0 pasapaxkenue. I ApeH nmoHuMals nouemy
— Be/lb OH HEe CMPOCUJ HU Y DH, HU y PoHa, XOTAT 11 OHU cOCTOATh B KOoMHccUM. [Toatomy u He
CITPOCHJI, UTO OHU He 3axoTem Obl. Ho mpuaéres.

B KkOHIIe KOHIIOB, Y HETO TOXe HUKTO He CIpAIBaJ, XOUeT JIM OH OBITh MMITEPATOPOM.

— Torpa s nepedpa3upyio: Bbl He apUCTOKPATHI IO IPABY POK/IEHUS U He 00J1a1aeTe TON caMoi
POIOBOY Maruey, HaJi pa3raJIkoi TalHbl KOTOPOW ObIOTCS MPHUCYTCTBYIOIIHE.

— Ho 4yeM mMbl MOKeM MOMOUYb, Ballle BEIMUECTBO? — CIPOCHIIA DH OCTOPOKHO. ApeH npu-
CITyIIajcs K e€ SMOIMsAM — HeT, OHa He Oosiack. U, B ommume ot fHra, coBcem He cepauiach. CKo-
pee, onryiana JIErkoe 6ecCroKOMCTBO — BEPOSATHO, OMacaiach, 4TO OH BBIIACT €€ CEKPeT, 0 KOTOPOM
ApeHy Ha IHsX pacckasan bepr Apmanmyc, Myx DH. — Ocobenno 51?7 He npencrasisiio naxe, C
KaKOro KOHIIa TIOAXOJUTh K 9TOU Mmpoodieme.

— 41 ceftuac pacckaxy Koe-4To emie, — MPOU3HEC UMIIepaTop, BCTaBasi u3-3a croja. — Ho He
3nech. [Ipory Beex cieqoBath 3a MHOM.

HuxkTo, KpoMe camoro ApeHa, He 3HaJl, YTO B IJTABHOM pa0odyeM KaOMHETe HaXOMUTCs HeOOb-
iasi noraiHast KomHata. CTOWIIO BBIHYTH C MOJIKA HECKOJIBKO KHUT, HaXaTh Ha CTEHY 332 HUMHU B OITpe-
JeJIEHHOM MecTe W, IOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK IMaJell JIeTKO KOJIET TOHKas UToJIKa, 3a0upasi Karumo KPOBH,
TOJIKHYTb KA BIIEPET — OH OTOBUTAJICS, OCBOOOK/1asl POXOJ B COCEIHEE IMTOMEIIeHUE.

— 37ech, K COXKaJIEHUI0, BCEM HEr/ie pa3MeCTUThCsl, — TMOSICHWII ApeH, 3aX0Asl BHYTpb. —
B 3Ty KOMHaTy HMKOMY HET JIOCTYIa, KpoMe UMIIepaTopa, MO3TOMY U KPecyio OIHO, U CTOJ TaKOM
Hebombion. He ciuiikoM ymo6HO a1t paboThl, HO MPUAETCS TIOTEePIeTh. DH, CaJIVCh.

EnuHcTBeHHAs jKeHIMHA B MX KOMIIAHUU UCITYyTaHHO TTOMOTaJIa TOJI0BOM.

— Criacu60, g nocTok. ..

— Caauch-cauch, — MOBTOPWIJI ApeH TBEPAO. — 31eCh U TaK MaJI0 MECTa, KTO-TO JIOJIKEH
CeCTh, 1 3TO OyIeIb THI.

— Xopolio, — B3[J0XHYJIa DH U BCE K€ OMYyCTUIIach B KPecio.
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OcrasibHble B 3TO BpEMs pacCMaTprBajIy OMELIEHUE, U UMIIEPATOP, V15151 HA BbIPaKEHU I JIUL]
YJIEHOB KOMUCCUH, HEMHOTO Pa3BECeIUICS — TaKMMHU 00eCKypakeHHbIMH OHM ObLi. KoHeuHo, B
CaMOM HQJIMYMH IOTAaHOM KOMHATHI HE UMEJIOCh HUYEro HeOOBIYHOTO, 2 BOT B TOM, KaKOH 371eCh ObLI
Oapnax. . .

B HeOobIioM nmoMeneHun moayKpyriion (hopMbl, KpoMe Kpeciia M CTolla TIocepearHe, Haxo-
JWJIACh TOJIbKO KHMIKHBIE IIKabl, 3aM0JTHEHHbIE, MPaB/Ja, JajJeKo He OJHUMHU KHUTaMU — KaKue-
TO OyMaru, MIchbMa, abOOMBI, IIKATYJKU C HEM3BECTHBIM COZIEPKUMBIM. .. BCE 3TO BBITNISAAENO TaK,
Oy/ITO TIO KOMHATe TIPOHECCS yparaH, pa3MeTaBIIHiA TPeAMETHI.

— Jly4mmii crmocod 4To-TO CIpSTaTh — YCTPOWUTH Oaplak, — XMBIKHYJI ApeH, OTKpbIBas
HEOOJBIIYI0 PE3HYIO AEPEBSHHYIO IIKATYJIKY, CTOAIIYI0 Ha cTosie. CTos BooOIie OblT eIMHCTBEHHBIM
MECTOM, TJi€ LapwJl MOPsI0K — HO IPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO Ha HEM HUYErO, KPOME STOM IIKATYJIKH,
HE CTOsUIO U He Jiexkano. — Urak. .. Tlocne kopoHalyu s yHacaeq0Bal He TOJNbKO CUJTY ITPABSILETO
MOHApXa, HO U MAJICHbKYIO IIKaTyJIKy — He 3Ty, a Ipyrylo. B Heil jexana uHCTpyKIMs, Kak 1onacTb
B KOMHATY, TJIe MBI C BAMH CeilUac HaXOAMMCS], a TaKXkKe MPeAyNpekIeHue — O TOM, UTO TaM OOHapy-
XKUTCSI, HAKOMY HeJIb3s1 paccKas3blBaTb. — ApEH MPOHUYHO YJIBIOHYJICS. — Bce Mou MHOrouucieH-
HBIE MTPEJIKU CBATO XPAHWJIM TallHY, U CKOPO Bbl IOMMETE MOYEMY.

— Bame BenmmuecTBo, — mepeduT ero SIBHO OOECIIOKOEHHBIN TMpeacenareslb KOMUCCHU. —
Mozxer, He Ha10? DTO BeJb TallHA BAIllero poja. ..

— O ga, — umneparop KuBHYJI. — Bbl paBUIbHO NOH LM, BUHCEHT, TaiiHa popa. Tak Hall yem
Bl paboTaerte TMocieiHre nATHaaath jieT? Han pomoBoit marueii. S He 3Ha10, HACKOJIBKO MTOMOXKET
BaM B BalllMX MCCIIEJOBAHUAX TO, UTO 51 cefiuac nmpouutaio. Ho ecim nomoxer — Oyay pan.

— MBpI Bc€ paBHO HE CMOXEM HUKOMY paccKa3zaTh, — IMpoOOpMoTana DH. ApeH OmycTHII
rOJIOBY — OHa CMOTpeJia Ha Hero  JIeTKO, C MOHUMaHueM yibioasack. OH ylIbIOHYNICS €i B OTBET
Y IPOJOJIKUI:

— EcrectBeHHO. A Teneps ciymiaite. — MiMnieparop akKypaTHO 10CTall U3 HIKATYJIKH ApeBHEE
MICHMO, 3a4apOBaHHOE, YTOOBI HE PACCHINTAIIOCh OT BPEMEHHU, M Havyal uuTaTh: — «[IpuBeTcTBYIO
Te0s1, MO TOPOro¥ MOTOMOK. 1, IepBbIi UMIIepaTop AJbraHHbl Asnarctep AJbro, oOpaaich K Teode
13 TIyOMHBI BEeKOB. XpaHU M Oeperu CTpaHy Hailly, 3alyiiai e€ oT mopoxaeHuid be3aHbl u MoMHU
— TO, YTO ThI 3[IECh TPOUYMTAEIIIb, THl HUIKOMY HE JJOJKEH PacCKa3blBaTh».

— be3nupl?.. — 1mienHysn1 oquH U3 WIEHOB KOMUCCUU, U ApeH, IpepBaB UYTEHUE, KUBHYII.

— Ja. Kak s noHsu, Tak paHblie Ha3blBav [ eeHHY.

«Korma s1 O6bu1 MasieHBKMM, AJIbraHHBI He CyIecTBoBajio. CyIecTBOBAIM BOTYMHBI, KAk IO
U3 KOTOPBIX MPaBWJI CUJIbHEUIINI Marndyeckui pod. M Tak mpoaonkanoch MHOTO, MHOTO BEKOB, U
BOWHBI ObLITM MEX]ly HUMH, U CIIOPHI 32 3eMJIH, U JIpyk0a, 1 npeaateabcTBo. Ho OqHaX Akl CITydmiioch
TO, YTO OTel MOM Ha3Bas Benukum Pasnomom, — Ha ceBepe, MOMIOTUB cpa3y HECKOJIBKO BOTUMH,
BO3HUKJIA be3nna. 1 nosniesnm u3 He€ )KyTKHe CyIIeCTBa, U ¢ KakIbIM JHEM, C KaxXIbIM yacoM be3nHa
IAPUIIACh, IOTIIoNIast Hatll MUP. OObEAVHIIICH TOTa CHITbHEHIIE Mark U3 BCEX MarmueCKUX pojioB
U, CO3/1aB MOIITHOE 3aKJIMHAHUE, 3acTaBuiv be3aHy npekparuth pacmmpsrbes. U 3amuty nocraBuim
OTHEHHYI0, YTOOBI CrOpasia B Hel yacTh TBapel KyTkux. Ho caenano 31o ObU10 1IeHOM BeJIMKO — Bce
Mar#, 4To 3aKJIMHaHUe YUTAIIH, TOru0IM, OTJAB CHITY CBOIO Ha yIepKaHKE 3aIIUThl. A HACUMTHIBAIOCH
MX HECKOJIBKO THICSIY YeJIOBEK.

Orent mo¥i, BepHapn Anbro, ObUT Cpeiv HUX IJIABHBIM, M OH TIOTUO, ¥ MaTh MOsI. A MEeHsI KOpO-
HOBAIY U cAeNaii umreparopom. IIoMHH, MOTOMOK MOM, YTO CBsI3aH poj AJibro ¢ be3iHoi, 1 TObKO
MBI 3aIlIUTY yIepKaTh MOXEM, Ha HAC OHA 3aBsi3aHa, Ha Halllel KPOBU.

A nerenzy npo 3alMTHUKA yXKe Mociie npuayMaid. Y Xopolo 310 — Ta BJacTh Kperye, 4To
Ha Bepe 3mkaercs. [lonaepkuBaii €, MIOTOMOK MOU IaIEKHiA, HO TIOMHHM — He OOTY TO ObLIH, a JIIOAU
OOBIYHBIE, Mar CUJIbHEHIINE, CHITY Y )KU3Hb OTJABIINE PaIy IETEl CBOMX, pajiy OyIyIIero».

3aKOHYMB YUTaTh, ApeH MOJIOKUI MMCbMO OOPaTHO B MIKATYJIKY, 3aKPbUI €€ U TOJIBKO MOCIe
3TOrO MOAHSUI TOJIOBY M IOCMOTPEJI Ha IPUCYTCTBYIOIIHX.
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Beirnagenu onu Tak, CIOBHO UMIIEPATOP MO OYEPEU yaapuil KaxJI0ro JIONAaTou Mo ToJIoBe.

— D70 BCE, UTO 5 3HAI0, — CKa3aJl ApPeH CIOKOMHO. — Y MeHsl eCTb MPeaoIoKeHue, YT
31IECh, B 9TOM KOMHATE, MOKHO HAlTH €LIE KaKhe-TO JOKYMEHTHI O TeX BPEMEHaX, HO 51 He IPOBEPSLIL.
S nam Bam J10MyCK — BBl CMOKETE CMOTPETh U YUTATh BCE, YTO TYT HAXOIUTCS.

— Bame BenmuecTBo... — Havyaa BUHCEHT XpHILUIBIM, OyATO MPOCTYXEHHBIM TOJIOCOM, TIPO-
KallUISJICS ¥ MPOJOJIKWIL: — DTO YTO K€ MOyvyaeTcs, 3alllMTHUK U 3alUTHULIA. . .

— Dro serena. Jlerenaa o AByx Oorax, 4To CIYCTHIIUCH C HeOa, Ciaciu AJIbraHHY U ITOCAIUIN
Ha TPOH CBOEro HacjeqHrKa — AJanctepa Ajbro. Kpacupas nerenyia. — ApeH yabIOHYJICS: OH IaBHO
yXKe MepeXul TO IOKOBOE COCTOSTHUE, B KOTOPOM MpeObIBaI cpasy Mociie KOPOHALIUH, TIPOYUTAB TO
nuceMo. — Ho, Kak Bbl MOHMMaeTe, He ObUI0 HUKAKMX OOroB, ObUTH JIOOH, M HE JBOE, & HAMHOTO
OorblIIe.

— Ckopee Bcero, JeJI0 B 3aKJIMHAHUU, — cKa3ay PoH SIHr. Beimisgen oH npu 5ToM HEMHOTO
0e3yMHO — OJIe/IHBIi, I71a3a BbITapaIlleHHbIe, BOJIOCH TOPYKOM. [ToKa ciymast, naibiibl B HUX 3aITy-
CTWJI, 4TO JU?.. — B 3TOM 3aKkMHaHuu, Kotopoe npeBpatuiio be3nny B I'eenny. CuibHelume Maru
poAOB. .. DTO ke MolHenmas rnenovka! Kak apredaxr, nonumaere?..

— Her, — otpe3an Apen. — U, 3ammtHuKa pajau, He HaIo MHe 0ObsICHATS. [1o KpaiiHel Mepe,
ceiyac y TOYHO. BaM BceM Hy:KHO YCIIOKOUTBCS, IEPEBAPUTH 3Ty UHGPOPMALIMIO, & 3aTEM IIPUCTY-
NUTh K JAIBHEHIMM HcclienoBanusM. OOCyauTe 3T0 Mek1y COOOM H... /1a, B MSATHUILY JTOTOKUTE
MHE, 4TO pelniu, BunceHt. A ceituac Bce MoryT uaru. Ilpoiny npoieHus, — nonpasuics ApeH.
— Bce, kpome DH ApmaHuyc. DH, OCTaHbCS HA MTAPy MUHYT.

OHa coBepIlIeHHO He yIMBHJIACH 3TOM MPOChOe — TOJBKO BHIIPSIMUJIACH B Kpeciie, KMBHYB
SAnry:

— PoH, nopoxu MeHs, moxanyicra, B KOpUaope.

ApredaxTop, 001aB UMIIepaTopa BOJTHOW HEYJOBOILCTBHS, BBIIIIEI BCIIE] 32 BCEMU, HUYETO He
CKa3aB, M KOI/a IIary 4eHOB KOMUCCUM MOJTHOCTBIO CTUXJIM, APEH MPOTSAHYI DH PYKY.

— Toiném B xkabuner. Tam s TOXe CMOTY cecTh, U Thl He OyJellb YyBCTBOBaTh ceOsl Tak
HEJIOBKO.

— [a, 310 ObUTO OBl HETIJIOXO, — B3/I0XHYJIA DH, IPUHUMAsI €ro PYKY U MOIHUMAsICh C KpecJa.
— A TO MHE [TOCTOSIHHO XOUE€TCS BCKOYUTB, U 51 HE MOT'Y COCPEIOTOYUTHLCS. XOTs IIOCJIE ITOrO MUChbMa
B [IPUHLUIIE CJIOKHO COCPEJOTOUUTHCH. ..

— DTO NMPOUIET.

ApeH JIOBEIN JEBYILKY /10 OIHOTO U3 TMBAHOB, YCAJWI, @ CaM OIYCTHJICS HA APYTrOil KOHEll CUje-
Hbs1. OH CIMIIIKOM XOPOIIIO MMOMHUJI, KaK OHa 0O0sIJIaCh €r0 paHblile — JI0 TOIIHOTHI U TTAHUKU, — U
COBEPIIEHHO He XkeJlall, YTOOBI 3TO OIIYyIIeHNe BEPHYJIOCH.

— 41 Xxo4y monpocuThb Tedst Koe 0 YEM.

— TMonpocuth? — OHa eBa 3aMETHO YJIBIOHYJIaCh. — 3HAYMT, MHE Oy/IeT TaHO MPaBO OTKa-
3arbcs?

— Hla, DH. B aTom cimydae — na. Thl ke 3Haen b, bepT Ha THAX pacckas3asl MHe O TBoei Oepe-
MEHHOCTH. ...

— TlonoBy emy oTopBy, — OypKHYa oHa 6e33J100HO.

— ...1 s Te0s1 mo3npassiio. Ho 3ToT peOGEHOK — NepBblii MOCyIe MPUHSITHS 3aKOHA O BO3MOXK-
HOCTH 3aKJTI0UaTh Opaky Meky aprCTOKpaTaMH U OObIYHBIMY JiIoabMH. OH yHUKaseH. f xouy mpo-
CUThH y TeOs1 pa3pelieHns u3ydarh U ero, 1 Te0s. KoHeuHo, HUKaKoro Bpeaa Wil PUCKOB JUTS KU3HU
— TOJIbKO U3YyYEHHE.

— 4 nonumar. [lymaere, g otkaxych? — OHa nokaydasa rojgoBoi. — Her, Baie BennyecTso,
s TOKE XO4y, YTOOBI y MOEero peb&HKa Oblia 3Ta IeMOHOBAa — MpocTuTe! — pofoBast Marust. [Toka s
HE YYBCTBYIO B HEM BOOOIIIEe HUKAKOW Maruu, HO enié paHo. M eciii 3T0 TOMOXKET Balliell KOMHUCCHU. . .
YTO K, 51 COIJIaCHA.

— 4 pan.
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Ha camom zienie, ApeH ObLT yBepeH B OTBeTe DH — MMEHHO [0STOMY OH CEJall IPEIOKEHUE
B Tako# ¢popme. Eciii b1 OH TOHMMAJT, YTO OHA OTKAXKETCS, MPOCTO MPHUKa3ai Obl.

— A ... MOTY 51 Bac NONpocuTh?

OT DH nJ1ecHyJI0 HEYBEPEHHOCTBIO U ONACKON — 1 UMIIEpaTop HEOKUJAHHO pa3BeCcesTHIICS.

— Yro, OnsATh KPOBH? — CIPOCHJI OH, IIUPOKO YJIBIOHYBIIUCh, U C YAUBJIEHUEM OIIYTHII, KaK
ero coOeceHMIIa MTHOBEHHO TepecTtaiia 00sThCs.

— Her. IIpsane Bosoc. ..

— Tsl mponoskaelis CBOM KCIEpPUMEHTHI ¢ pe3epBoM Bepra? — mouHTepecoBaicsi ApeH,
BCTaBasl ¢ jauBaHa. [Togomeén K MMCbMEHHOMY CTOJY, B3SUI HOKHUIIBI, OTpe3aJl MaJCHbKYIO TPSi/ib
BO3JIE IlIeH ¥, BEPHYBIIKCH, OTIAJ €€ DH.

— Crnacu6o, Bariie BeJIMUeCTBO, — CKa3ajia OHa, 00JJaB MIMITEPaTOpa TaKo OeIeHO! paoCThIo,
YTO Y HEro Jjaxe rojioBa 3akpyxuiack. — Jla, s Xo4y MonpoOOBaTh CBS3aTh CETh 3. ..

— JlagHo, nagHO, — ApeH MaxHY/ PyKou, mpofoikasi yabidarbesa. — S nous. Moy, DH.
Ecm tebe nmoHago05Tcs emme BOIOChl, HOI'TH WJIA KaKUe-TO JAPYrHe YaCcTh MOETO Tejla — oOpariancs.

Ona KMBHYJIa, HEMHOTO TIOKPAcHEB, U MOYTH BbIOEKaia N3 KaOWHEeTa.

Wmrniepatop nmpoBoauI e€ B3MISIOM U, IOTaCUB YIIBIOKY, TIOLYMaJI O TOM, YTO HEKOTOPBIE JIIOIH
MPOCTO HE YMEIOT C/IaBaThCSl.

— Ho 3710 1 X0poI110, — CKa3aJl OH THXO caM ceOe, MOMIS/IeB Ha Yachl, U TIOBEPHYJICS JIMIIOM
K KaMUHY. — Nmenno onu u ABUTAIOT MUP.

keksk

Codus naxe He 3aMeTHIIa, Kak TIpoJieTest e€ MepBblid padoumii IeHb BO JIBOPIIE.

IMoce obena oHa, Kak M odemana, yuuia HaclIeHUKOB PUCOBATh COOCTBEHHBIE TIOPTPETHI,
IS4 B 3epKajio, U Arata ¢ AJIEKCAaHIPOM CMESUTHCh, PACCMaTprBasi KpUBEHbKUE POXKHIIBI, TIONTY-
yuBIIMecs Ha 6ymare. M Bocxuimanmmck TeM, 4to Buuio y Codun.

A TIOTOM JIeTH MTOKa3aJIv, KaK MeperTH U3 UX KOMHAT B €€ — arapTaMeHThl COSMHSIIUCH MEKTY
coOOl HEJUIMHHBIM KOPHUJIOPOM, YCTaBJIEHHBIM OOJIBIIUMH KajJKaMu ¢ pa3HbIMH 1BeTamu. Codus
YIBIOHYJIACh, TIOHSIB, YTO TIPOXO TI0 3TOMY KOPUAOPY 3aHsT Obl He OOJIbIIle BpeMEeHU, YeM IePEeHOC
yepe3 KaMuH. 3a0aBHas BCE-TaKM MPHUBBIUKA y €ro BeJIMUECTBA. . .

Arata, OyITO YCIBIIIAB €€ MBICITH, CKa3ajia, TOrJIaXXuBasi pO30BbIid OYTOH OIHOTO U3 I[BETKOB:

— A BbI cMeniee Bupmkuanu. OHa HUKOT/IA He XO[WIa C Marnoy 4epe3 OroHb, CJMIITKOM O0s-
Jack. A BBl MOYEMy He ucmyrayimch? Pa3Be BaM He ObLIO CTpAIHO?

Codus 3amymanace, mogovpas ciopa. Arara U AJiekcaHIp CMOTpeJIM Ha He€ OYeHb CepbE3HO
— UM sIBHO OBUI Ba)KeH OTBeET.

— Bruto, koHeuHo, crpaniHo. Ho enié MHe OblJI0 MHTEpecHO. BhI ke HaBepHsKa 3HaeTe Takoe
YYBCTBO — W CTPAIIIHO, ¥ HHTEPECHO.

— Ja-a-a! — 3akuBai BAPYr AsiekcaHap. — MHe ObIJI0 OYeHb CTJIAIIHO Ha JIOIIAIN TTe/IBbIA
na3. Y unrtenecHo!

— W MHe ObUIO CTpAIHO MEpBBIA pa3 Ha JIOMIAAU, — corlacuiack ¢ 6patom Arara. — Ho
cTpaitHee — KOr/ia SMIIaThsl MPOCcHyJack. VI MHTepecHO TOXe. ..

— Hy Bot, — Codus yneiOHyIach. — Teneps Bbl IOHUMaETe, MOYEMY s MMoJie3/1a B KAMFH C
BallIUM MAaIloi.

— Bawm 6bu10 OOJIBITIe UHTEPECHO, YeM CTpPAIHO, — 3acMesiiach Arata. — A Bupmxunum,
3HAYUT, HAOOOPOT. A TIOYeMy, Kak qymaere?
— Haxe He 3Hat0... — Hy He roBOpUTh ke, B CaMOM [IEJIe, YTO OHA ITPOCTO HAMHOT'O MOJIOKE

uX npexkHed aHbssH? — HaBepHoe, 51 ciuimkom mo0orbiTHa. Kak B Toi ckaske Mpo JI0OOMBITHOTO
MaJIbuMKa, KOTOPBII BCIOAY COBAJI CBOM HOC, & IOTOM. .. IOMHUTE, YTO CIIy4MJIOCh IIOTOM?
— Emy npumemuim Hoc! — OTBETWIIM JIETU XOPOM.
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— Mornonip! A pacckakute-Ka MHe, Kakue y Bac JIIOOMMBbIe CKa3KH. . .

Okxoro mrectu Beuepa, korga Codust yxe Hadaaa ouryIaTh HeOOBIION oo, B AETCKYIO, IJie
OHA YMTAaJIa HACJIeHUKAM CKa3KH, BAPYT 3alllla UMITepaTpuIia. YIbIOHYIach JETM, KOTOPhIEe TYT ke
BCKOUWIM C JIUBaHA W MOOEXaar HaBCTpedy Martepw, MazHyna 1o Coduu XOJNOAHBIM B3MJISIIOM U
MpOU3HECa:

— Bui Moxete uaru. CerogHs Baim ycayru O0JIbile He TTOHAJ0OSITCA.

— A Codu ¢ Hamu noyxkuHaeT? — crpocuwia Arara, s Ha e€ BeaudectBo, U Codus,
HaOso1as 3a BeIpaKEHUEM JIMIIA JeBOUYKH, TOUeMy-To noaymaia: «OmsTh ¢ He€ cieTen sMmnarnye-
CKUU IIIUT. ..»

— Her, — otBeTmia uMreparpuiia, ciierka CKpUBUBIIMCh. — 3aBTPaKaTh U YKUHATH Ballla
aHbsTH Oy/IET CO CITyTaMHU.

— He nepexwuBaiite, — ckazayna Codust, MATKO yJIbIOHYBIIUCH HACTETHUKaM. — MBI ¢ BaMu
3aBTpa YBUAMMCS. A MHE, TIO MPaBJie TOBOPS, HETIOXO ObLIO OBl MO3HAKOMUTHCS C OCTAJIBHBIMU CITY-
JKaIMMU, a TO sl TYT HUKOTO He 3Halo.

— Bor u uaute, 3HaKOMbTECh, — €€ BEJIMYECTBO HEOPEKHO MaxHYJIa PyKOW Ha JIBEpb. —
Xopolero Beuepa.

— Cnacu6o, — nodnarogapuina Codust u, moiiMas OeCIIOMOITHBIA B3I ATaThl, IOAyMaa:
«YT0-TO HA/IO C ITUIM JIeJIaTh, HO YTO? AJIEKCaH/Ip TIOKAa HUYEro He MOHMMAET, a BOT Ararta... Majio
TOTO, YTO MOHUMAET — eIl¢ U YyBCTByeT. Hexopoio pa3peiBaTh peOEHKA MEXIY OBYMs JTOOPHIMU
YYBCTBAMU — K MaTE€PU U aHbSIH. DTO IJIOXO ACUCTBYET Ha JETCKYIO TICHUXUKY>.

Bosie Bhixoma u3 geTckou crosuio Gombioe 3epkano, u Codwus, MPOXoasi MUMO, HEBOJIBHO
CpPaBHUJIA CBOE OTPAXKEHUE C OTPAXKEHUEM MMIleparpuibl. E€ BeIM4ecTBO — Takasd yTOHYEHHasd,
HeBeposiTHasA Kpacapuiia, 1 Cousi — pbiKeHbKast MPOCTYIIKA. Heykenu oHa cuuTaer, uTo. ..

Haxe qymats 06 3ToM ObLIO cTpariHo. M Ha 3TOT pa3 TOUHO — CTPAITHO ropasio OoJIbIIe, YeM
WHTEPECHO.

45



A. Hlnaitnep. «Tbma umneparopa. Yactb neppasi»

I'naBa 4

Yrpom B cpeny Cocust mpocHymach 3a moadaca o TOro, Kak 3aBUOpUpoBalt e€ OpacieT CBsI3H
— OyAMJIbHMK Ha HEM OHA NOCTaBUJIa Ha CeMb, YTOOBI YCIIETh YMbIThCS M M03aBTpakaTh. K Hacnen-
HHMKaM OHA JJOJDKHA ObUIa MOTHSATHCS TOJIBKO B JIEBSITh.

Hakanyne BeuepoMm, ocraBuB Arary u Ajekcanapa ¢ umneparpuuend, Codus csazanace ¢
MaMo# 1 céctpamu. Pacckaszana, 4to Moria, mpo CBOi epBbIi padoumii JeHb, oOelana B Onkaiiiinee
BpeMs [IOCTapaThCsl BRIPBAThCS U3 IBOPLIA, BBICTYIIAA Ky4dy OOJITOBHHU OT CECTEP U BAOBOJb HACMOT-
penach B TpeBOkHbIE Ta3a Mambl. [Touemy Cuntus Tamm Tak 6ecriokoutcsi, Copusi pelmmTesIbHO He
MOIJIa OHSATh. XOTsI O/IHA Bepcusl y He€ BCE ke Obla, HO. .. JyMaTh 00 3TOM COBCEM HE XOTEJIOCh.

IMocne pasroBopa ¢ pogasivu Coust CITyCTHIACh BHU3, HA TIEPBbINA 3TaX, B CTOJIOBYIO. YTOObI
OHa He 3a0JTyAnJ1aCh, OXPAaHHUKY BbI3BAJIU CIIYTY — MaJIbUMILIKY JIET IIECTHALIATHY B 3eJIEHON (hopme,
KOTOpbI Oos1Tas 6e3 yMosky. [Ipo umnepaTopcKyio ceMblo OH OYTH HUYETo He 3HaJl, Oeras 1o rnopy-
YEHUSAM JPYTUX CIYT ¥ PacCKas3blBaJl B OCHOBHOM O HUX XE.

Bor tak Codus y3Haa, 4To y MMIIepaTopa IBeHaaTh JUYHbIX CIIyTI — YETbIPE KAMEPAUHEDA,
YeTblpe KOMHATHBIX CITyTH (CTy’KaHKa Cpeid HUX OblJIa BCErO OfIHA, U Ta — MOKWJIasl KEHIIMHA) U
yeTelpe ceKkperaps. Bce oHM Bepoyl M NpaBlIoW CIIKWJIM €r0 BEJMYECTBY MHOTO JIET U HUYETO HE
OonTanu axe BO JBOPLIE.

— A mapy siet Haza/1 Takoe ObLI0! — BOOAYIIEBIEHHO Beman Tenam — Tak 3BaJi MaJIbyrKa.
— Jlopa — Hy, Cily’)kaHKa €ro BeJIMYECTBa — Ha MOJIT0Ja B IPYTroy ropoj, ye3Kajla, K pOICTBEHHUKAM.
W BpyHo nocraBui IMIIEpaTOpy HOBYIO CIIyKaHKY, 1. MonogeHpkylo copceM. OHa Mecsla JBa BO
ABopIiie padoTana, craparebHast ObUIa, IPSM BOT JIBIM U3 YILEH IIET OT yCepaus. . .

— A THI TOXeE B TO BpeMs padotan? — yausmiack Coust. MasbumIka KUBHYII.

— Jla, 1 kaKk pa3 Hadaa Oerarb IO MOPYYEHUsM. Y MeHs ke M OTel] 3/1eCb, M1 Mama, s TYT
BBIPOC, 4ero Obl He MoMoub? B 0011ieM, e€ Benn4yecTBo Kak DM yBU/IeNa, Tak y CaMoy IbIM U3 YILei
MOLIEN, HO HE OT ycepaus, — XUxXukHya1 Tenau. — IlpsAm Bo3HeHaBuzena e€, yx! Mbl, KOHEUHO,
TOYHO HE 3HAEM, HO OJIHAK/bl /M BCS KPACHBIMU IISITHAMMU IIOIIUIA — 3HAETE, KaK OT BETPAHKU. U3
XOPOILIEHbKOW Cpa3y CTaja CTPALIHON-IPECTPAIIHOM !

— Kakoii kommap, — npo6opmorania Codpust. — Hanerock, Bblieunam?

— Koneuno! — kusHyn Tenau. — Cam Bpau ero BesmuecTBa, a1 Taneym Ponepu, ero 3aHu-
MaJicsl. DI TIOTOM TIepeBeIN Ha 3Tax, I/e KUBET MpUHLIecca AHHA, TaM OHa JI0 CHX IOp U paboTaeTr
JIMYHOM CITy’KaHKOU €€ BbicouecTBa. Moxer, yBuaure. OHa, IIpaBAa, HUYEro U HUKOIJa He paccKa-
3bIBaJIa, HO TYT U TaK BCE MOHATHO.

— Jymaems, umneparpuna?.. — Codus yablOHYyIaCh — HAChUIaTh KPacHbIe MATHA Ha CITy-
’KaHKy €l Ka3aJIoCh HE CJIMIIKOM YMHBIM ITIOCTYIIKOM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BO JIBOPLE 3TUX CIIyKaHOK
NpyJ IPYAY, ¥ UMIIEPATOPy COBCEM He 00513aTeNTbHO BHIOMPATD B JIIOOOBHUILIB! OMVIKAUIIYI0. DTO Jaxke
HEy/I00HO — eIlE HAYHET IJIOXO padoTarh.

— Koneuno! A kto xe?

— Jla mano nu...
— Omna-ona! Tak 4rto Bbl mooctopoxHee! Bel Toke Mosonas u cumnaruyHas !
— Jlymaro, KpacHbIX MATEH HA MOEM JIMLE HUKTO HE 3aMeTUT, — oTMmaxHynach Codpus. —

Buauinb, CKONBKO y MEHsI BECHYILIEK ?

UyTb MO3KE B CTOJIOBOIM OHA MO3HAKOMMIIACH C IPYTUMHU CIyraMH, HO, KOHEYHO, HE CO BCEMHU.
Atmocdepa 31ech Iapuiia MPUBETINBAsi, HUKTO HE pyrajics U He HaJlyBall OT BaKHOCTU IIEKU —
HA00OpOT, BCE MPUHSIM HOBYIO aHbSTH MMIIEPATOPCKOW YEThl C JOOpOXeaTebHbIM UHTEPECOM.
[Tpana, mooOmarbess Coun HU ¢ KEM TOJKOM He YAaJIoCh — KTO-TO TOPOIMJICS BEPHYThCS Ha
padoTy, KTO-TO CIeNIuI A0MOI. Bbulo HECKOIBKO cemel, KUBIIKX MPsIMO BO aBopiie, kKak u Codusl,
HO MM OKa3aJIOCh TOpa3/io MHTEpecHee 00IAThCs MEXIy COOOM, YeM C HOBEHBKOW.

46



A. Hlnaitnep. «Tbma umneparopa. Yactb neppasi»

B cronosoit Cogun nonpasuiocs. [Tomenienue npuMbIKaio K ABOPLOBON KyXHE, OTKY/Ia CIIbl-
IIAJICSI CMeX M pasroBOPHI MOBAPOB U JIOHOCHJIMCh pa3HOOOpa3Hble BKycHbIe 3araxu. Ejpl Obu1o BHO-
BOJIb, K TOMY € ITOCTOSTHHO BBIHOCUJIM HOBYIO — BHOBb ITPUOBIBIIINE CITyTH CMETAJIH BCE MPaKTHUe-
CKM MI'HOBEHHO.

— 31ech Tak MOYTH KPYIJIble CYTKH, — TMOSCHUJIA pa3aTynlia — TOJHAs KEHIIMHA B CEpOM
dopme. — Hapoma MHOro, KTo KOTa MPHUXOAMT €CTh, IOTOMY TOTOBMM IOCTOSTHHO. bepu, 4rto
XOYelllb ¥ CKOJIbKO XOYelllb, He CTECHSIHACS.

Ena okazanack mpoctoil, HO oueHb BKYCHOU, 1 Coduisi ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM Chela 10 KPOIIKU U
KapTodesbHYIO 3aIeKaHKy ¢ MICOM, U OBOIIHOM CaJIaT, ¥ MAJICHbKHIA KyCOUEeK OOJIETTMXOBOTO UPOTra.
A yX BUIIHEBBII KOMIOT!..

B o6iem, Bo Bpems yxkuHa crpaxul Codpun Hacu€T paboThl M UMIIEPATPUILIb TIOUTH TIOJTHOCTHIO
3a0bLTHCh. BepHyHCh OHM MO37%e, KOT/Ia OHA MOJHsUIACh HaBepX, B CBOI0 KOMHaTy. Kak Bceraa, 4to0bl
cripaBUThCS ¢ npoonemamu, Codus B3sia Oymary v KapaHjaiil.

Yéprouky 3a 4€PTOUKON OHA BHIBOJWIIA HA JICTe Oymaru JIMIo e€ BenmmdecTBa Buktopuu. He
CYpOBOE M HE Ha/IMEHHOE, a TaKoe, KAKMM OHa BHUJIEJa ero mapy MrHOBEHMH, KOTJa MMIIepaTpuIia
KacaJiach JaIOHIMH MaKyIIeK CBOMX JIeTeid. DTO JUI0 ObUIO HE TOJIbKO KPAaCUBBIM, HO U OUYEHb CBET-
JIbIM, pacciabiIeHHbIM, YMUPOTBOPEHHBIM — U Corisi, 3aKOHUUB MOPTPET, JIerJIa CraTh MOYTH CYaCT-
JIUBOM.

keksk

Beuep ApeH mpoBén ¢ KeHOM W JeTbMH, U YeM OOJIbIlle BOCTOPrajuch Arata u AJIeKCaHIp
HOBOM1 aHbsIH, TEM CWJIbHEEe MpauyHesia Buktopus. Anekcanip HUYEro He 3amevall, a BOT JOYb CMOT-
pena TpeBoxHO. OHa 3HaJIA, YTO Mama He JIIOOUT HETUTYJOBAHHBIX, HO C TeM, JI0 KaKUX MaciITaboB
3TO MOXET JOXOIUTh, CTOIIKHYJIACh BriepBbie. M Tereph MbITanach MOHATh UMIIEPATPHILY, aHATTM3UPYS
€€ 4yBCTBa. ApEH XOPOIIO IIOMHMJI, YTO CaM IOCTYIaJ TaK ke, Korjga Aap TOJIbKO MpocHyscs. Emy
HPaBUJIOCh MPUCITYIIMBAThCA K TOMY, YTO OIIYILAIX Jpyrye JIIOAU, HPaBUJIOCh COCPEA0TOUNBATHCS
Ha SMOLMSX, YyTh JIM HE PacKJIa/IblBaTh UX Ha COCTABJIAIOLIME — XOTS B CIydae C SMOLMAMU 3TO
MPAKTUYECKU HEBO3MOKHO. VIHOTAa, B TPUCYTCTBUM HECKOJIBKUX YEJIOBEK, OH IJIOX, M OTEI] CTPAILIHO
pyrajcsi, HaOMHHAsI, YTO HYXHO TOCTOSTHHO TIO[JIEP)KUBATH IIUT, TIOKA HE HAYYHUIIILCS MTPABUIIBHO
Y TPAMOTHO IOJIb30BaThCs JAPOM.

Arara yumiach M coBeplIaja Te ke OIMOKM, 4TO M OH caM B jercTBe. OHa MOKa He Moriia
MOHSATH A0 KOHIIA, YTO YyKME SMOIMY HE UTPYIIKN U He CTOUT B HUX KOMaThCsl 6€3 CUIIbHOM Ha/100-
HocTH. Bripouem, cefiuac HamoOHOCTh ObLIa CUITHHOM.

Arate HpaBuiack Codust, 1 3T0 ObLTO a0COTIOTHO HOPMATTLBHO — OHA TIOHPABUJIACH OB TIOOOMY
smnary. B 3Toil feByIlike UyBCTBOBAJIOCH CTOJIBKO € CBETA, CKOJIBKO B CAMOM ApeHe — TbMBI, U Kak
€ XOpOIIIO, YTO YJIEHOB CEMbU AJIBIO HE CJIbIILIAI HUKTO U3 SMIIATOB!

Coduist 3BeHeNa OT UCKPEHHOCTH, M BCE €€ SMOIMH ObUTA TAKUMH YUCTBIMH, UTO Y UMIIEpaTopa
MHOI/IA JJaKe ToJ10Ba Kpykuiack. OH NpUCTyIIMBaJICS K HEM B MOMEHT 3HAaKOMCTBA C UMIIEpaTpULIeH,
MIBITASCh HAIIYTAaTh XOTh TeHb HETIPUsI3HU — BCE ke BukTopusi BpemeHaMu Besa cedst He CITMIIKOM
mo0e3Ho, U ceituac, no otHomreHuio Kk Codun, B ToM uucie. Ho HUKakoil HempusI3HU He OOHapy-
xu1. Hu maneiimeint. [laxxe Ha000poT — eIng B caMoM Havalle 3HaKoMCTBa BUKTOpHS crienaia HeuTo
Takoe, otT4yero Codusi BCIIbIXHYJIA JTACKOBOW CUMIIATHEW, U ApeHy OT YAUBJIEHUs C TPYJIOM YIAJI0Ch
yaepxarh Juio. YTo MMEHHO czienania ero )keHa, OH He UMeJ HU MaJIeUIIero MOHATHS, HO peluu
nouHTepecoBarbcs y Codun 1npu nepBoit x«e BO3MOKHOCTH. EMy cTano uHtepecHo.

Taxk ke, Kak eMy ObUIO MHTEPECHO YTPOM, PEIIMTCS OHA IONTH Yepe3 KaMUH UM HEeT U YTO TPH
3TOM OyJeT YyBCTBOBaTh. ApeHy U CaMOMY ObLJIO CMEIITHO, YTO OH 3aHUMAETCs1 MOJ0OHBIMHU BEIIAMH,
HO... JIEMOHBI, 3TO OKa3aJI0Ch JIECTBUTEIBHO 3J0POBO. Takoe KOIMYeCTBO IMOLMI — OT cTpaxa Jo
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BOCTOpra, — ¥ BCE SICHBIE, YHCThIE, a0COIOTHBIE. V] HUKAaKoro OTBpamieHus K Hemy, Jaxke Hao0opoT
— ApeH uyBcTBOBaJ, 4T0 HpaButrcs Coduu, U 3T0 paioBaIo.

OH yacTo HpaBWJICS JKEHIIMHAM, HO MHaye. B 3TUX sMoLuAX OlIylanock MHOTO IpsI3U U pac-
yéra. Hu toro, Hu apyroro oH He Mor pasrisgers B Copun. OHa cocrosiia U3 OJHOTO CBETA, U 3TO
o4eHb rpesio. Hukorna B sku3HU ApeH He Ipelicsl SMOIMSIMUA — TOJIBKO CITBIIIAI O TIOOOHOM OT OTIIa
U el1€ HECKOJIbKMX POACTBEHHMKOB U BCETa OTMaxXUBAJICS, CYMTAs] STO MOJHENIIeN epyH/10i. ApeHa
Ipe TOJILKO COOCTBEHHBIE IETH, HO MX SMOIMI OH HE CJIBIIIAJL.

[MosToMy HUYEro yauBUTEIBHOTO, YTO Arara cpasy W Oe30rOBOPOYHO MpPUHSIA B KayecTBe
aHbsIH UMEHHO 3Ty JeBYyLIKY. A BoT uMmneparpuiie Cous coBceM He HpaBWUJIACh, U HACJETHMIIA,
XMypsi OpOBH, M3ydaJia SMOIMU MaTepH, 3a0bIB PO SMIATHUeCKHid IUT. OHa XOTela MOHSATh, B YEM
€10, He 3Hasl, YTO SMOIMHU 3a49acTyl0 He TIOIAI0TCS aHAIU3Yy U ObIBAIOT a0COMIOTHO HETOTUYHBIMH.
Henpusisub Bukropru Oblia HeTOrMyHa — €I11€ ¥ TOTOMY J04Yb TaK HEPBHUYAJA.

Beuepom ApeH, moHUMasi, 4TO *KeHy Hal0 Obl OTBJIEYb, BHOBb MPUIIEN B €€ criaibHIo. M ecnu
MOHAYaJy CyINpyra HEMHOIO AyJach — TPUUYEM BpsiJl JI OHA cymesa Obl OOBSICHUTD, HA YTO KOH-
KPETHO OOMKaeTcsi, — TO CITYCTsl HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl pacciabmiach, yTKHYJIACh HOCOM €My B TUIEUO
Y IIpOBOpYAaa:

— Em¢ napoyka Takux Ho4ew, u 'y TeOst OyeT Tpoe AeTen.

— Bor u npekpacHo, — ApeH yIbIOHYJICS U TIONENIOBaJ e€ B 100. — Vu Tol TpoTUB?

SMoruu ObUTH A0COTIOTHO MPO3PAYHBIMU — HU XOPOIIMMHU, HU TUioxumu. Kaxkercs, Buktopus
cama He [OHMMaJla, IPOTUB OHA WJIX 3.

— C JKMBOTOM HE XOUETCS XOIUTb.

OH 3acmesuIcs U NIONIAWII €€ TI0 3TOMY CaMOMY KMBOTY, CEMYaC COBCEM IIJIOCKOMY.

— M-M-M...

— Huuero, Buk. 1o BpeMeHHO.

Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT K€HA, pa3HEKEHHAsl U JOBOJIbHAS, YCHYJIA, @ BOT ApeHy NOYeMy-TO
He crajiock. OH TO TyMaJsl 0 KOMHCCHUM IO POJOBOM Maruu, TO O crapiieM Opare, KOTOPOro CBOMMHU
pyKaMH UCIeNeIn HECKOJIBKO MEeCsSILIEB Ha3all, TO BCIOMUHAJI, Kak BCTpeTu1 Bukropuio. 911 Boc-
MOMUHAHUS OKa3aJIMCh CAMBIMU IPUATHBIMU, 1 APEH COCPEIOTOUMIICS Ha HUX.

Bocems sieT Ha3aj, Korzua oH CTajl UMIIEpPaTOpPOM, BO BpEMs IIEPBOTI0 ke COBEILaHHUsI C IJIaBaMu
BCEX CIIy’kO M KOMUTETOB €My 3asBWJIM, YTO B AJIbraHHe JOJKHA ObITh elé U uMrieparpuia. Tak
T0J1araeTcsl, HUYero He CejaTh, TAKOBBI PaBUJIA. . .

ApeHy B TOT MOMEHT ObLJIO M CMEIIHO, U rpycTHO. CMenHo — oTToro uto Bano Barapuyc,
71aBa CITyXObl 0€30MacHOCTH, OOBSBIISIS €My 3TO, YYBCTBOBAJ ce0sl OUYeHb HEJIOBKO. A TPyCTHO —
OTTOTO YTO ApEH 3HAJI: KEHUTbCS AEUCTBUTEIBHO MTPUIETCS.

— TlonGepute MHe moaxoAsIMe KaHAUAATYpbl, BaHO, — CcKazan mummeparop, OCTaBIIUCh
Hae/lnHe ¢ Oe3onmacHuKoM. — Jlaio BaM HeJeo.

— ¥ Bac ecTb Kakue-HUOYIb MOXKeTaHus, Ballle BEIMYECTBO? — CKJIOHIJI TOJIOBY MY)KYMHA.

CHauana ApeH XOTeJl OTBETUTb «HET», HO CEKYH]ly CITyCTsl NIOlyMaJl — B KOHIIE KOHLIOB, OH
MMeeT IIPaBO Ha Karpu3bl.

— B 3TOM crincke He JOMKHO OBITH OPIOHETOK, BaHo.

Ot 6e30nacHUKa TUIECHYJIO UICKPEHHUM U3yMJICHHEM.

— IIpocture?..

— Ilyctb Most sxeHa OyneT OMOHIUHKOM. Vnn peikeid, — ycMexHyscss ApeH, /151 Ha OTHEeH-
HyI0 meBeopy Barapuyca. — [maBHOe — He OPIOHETKOM.

«YToObl OHA HUKOT/Ia HE HATOMHUHAJIA MHE TTOTHOIIYI0 HEBECTY .

PoBHO yepe3 Henemo BaHo pUHEC eMy CIMCOK U3 ABAALIATA MOJIOJBIX apUCTOKpaToK. Kpacu-
BbI€, HM B YEM HEMPHCTOMHOM HE 3aMeUeHHbIE 1 00J1aJalolre XOTs Obl MUHUMAJIbHBIM Maru4ecKum
napoM. Hy a Kak ke — He MOXeT Be/ib MMIIEpaTop KEHUThCS Ha ITyCThILIKE ?
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ApeH nporisipIBall CIIMCKY BMECTE C MOPTPETaMU, U eMy CTaJsIo ciierka TouHo. M kak oH qoin-
*keH BbIOMpaTh? Bce AeByIIKM OKa3aluch XOPOIIEHbKMMU — XOTb Ha BCEX cpasy keHHch. U mpu
3TOM HU OJIHA €My HE HPaBWJIACh.

— VYcrpoiiTe npuéMm, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, — cKaszasl Barapuyc octopoxno. — Tak genan Bain
aen. ..

— V¥ MeHs Her *kesaHus NpeBpallaTh ABOPEL B LIMPKOBYIO apeHy, — MOKayasl FoJIOBOM nMIIe-
parop. — Jla ¥ He TOMOXeT 3T0. A BaM KTO OoJbllie BceX HpaBuUTCs, Bano?

— YecTHO rOBOpS, 5 B 3aTPyAHEHUH, Ballle BEJIMUECTBO, — OE30MAaCHUK YJIBIOHYICS. — Bee
JEBYIUKH BIOJIHE. .. BripoueM. .. [1o oqHOM KaHIuAaType COTpyAHUKH, KOTOPBIM s IOPYYHJI 3TO JIEJI0,
MIPUXOJWIIM COBETOBAThCA. [IeByllIka MOIXOAUT IO BCEM JIMYHBIM KPUTEPUAM, HO ceMbsl. .. Pox npeB-
HUI, & COCTOSIHAE MPOMOTAHO /10 KONEeWKU. Mo COTpyAHUKN COMHEBAJIMCh, YTO €€ CTOUT BKJIIOYATh
B CIMCOK.

— Brutiounnmm?

— [a, Baie BesmmyectBo. COCTOSIHUE — HE TO, YTO BaM HEOOXOAMMO, TIO3TOMY. . .

— Bepno. O kom peusb, Bano?

Be3onacHuk OBICTPO HAIIEN B MAMKe ¢ JOKYMEHTaMHU HYXKHYIO CTPAHHILy ¥ yKa3aJl Ha MOPTpeT.

— Bort. BukTtopus Azanuyc. Mecsii Ha3a] MCIIOJHUJIOCh BOCEMHAIIaTh. TpeTuil Kypc CTOIMY-
Horo VIHCTUTYTa NPUKIaAHBIX HAYK, (paKyJbTeT MPUPOAOBEICHHUS.

C noprpera Ha ApeHa CMOTpeJIo OUYeHb MUJIOE, HO OY€Hb HECUACTHOE JIUIIO OE3yMHO KPAaCHBOM
AeBYIIKH. Bomockl — 4ncToe 30510T0, a I1a3a — 4JucTeniee Heoo.

— He noBe3Jo eii ¢ pocTBeHHUKaMH, Baille BeJrmuecTBo. Jlo cMepTu matepu Beé ObUTo Oosiee-
MeHee, a MOTOM OTel] U OpaT MyCTHIIMCh BO BCe TsoKKMe. Hu rpoia 3a Aymiol He ocTayioch, Jaxe
JOM TIPHIILIOCH TIPOZIATh U Mlepeexarh B KPOIIeuHyIo KBapTHpKy. OTTyna Bukropus coexaa B o01me-
KUTHE, KOTa MOHsJIA, YTO OTel] C OpaToM XOTSAT €€ MOBBIrOJHEee 3aMyK BblIaTh. OHA y HUX Terepb
€IMHCTBEHHAs U I1aBHas1 LIeHHOCTh. He yBepeH, 4To BaM HykHbl TAKME POACTBEHHUKH, HO JEBYILIKA-
TO HE BUHOBATA, IOTOMY PELINUJI BKIIOUUTb.

— PoicTBeHHHMKOB HE BHIOMPAIOT, — MPOOOPMOTal ApeH, mpocMaTpuBas 1ocke. — Bot uro,
Bano... MHe HyXHO MO3HAKOMUTBCS C STUMH JEBYIIKAMH, XOTs1 Obl C HEKOTOPBIMH, HO MPUEM He
nogxoaut. [aBaiite HauHEM c 3TOM A3anuyc, Tak mpoiie Bcero. Ha criepyioreit Henene s moemy ¢
ouIMaIbHBIM BU3UTOM B VIHCTUTYT NPUKJIAIHBIX HAYK, TaM 51 JOJKEH e€ BCTpeTuTh. Kak nMeHHO
— npuaymaiite. TonmbKo He myraiTe peOEHKa.

— Baiue BenmmuectBo, — (bipkHyI Barapuyc. — Bbl yk He Ha3bIBaliTe CBOMX HEBECT JETbMU,
KEHUTECH ke MIOTOM Ha KOM-TO.

— 910 OyaeT noToMm.

PoBHO uepe3 Henemo ApeH IeicTBUTENbHO Noexan B IHCTUTYT NpUKIQAHBIX HAYK — 3a0HO
MOOOIIAJICS C PEKTOPOM, TTOCMOTPEST HA COCTOSTHHE YYeOHOTO 3aBEACHHS W BBICTYIIA KY4y MPOCHO.
A motom ObUIa BCTpeua ¢ rpyIoi CTy/IeHTOB, CPeAd KOTOPBIX Haxoawiach Bukropusi. B sxu3Hu oHa
OKazajach emé Kpacusee, 4eM Ha rnoprpete. OueHb CTecHsIach, HO He 0osachk. ApeH Oece10Bas co
CTYJIEHTaMH IIeJIbIi Yac, cTapasich BOBJIEYb B Oece1y BCeX, KOro MpUrHajiy AJis MAaCCOBKH, a HE OIHY
KaH/IM/IATKy B HEBECThl — YTOOBI HUYETO HE 3aroI03puiia M He 3aKpbulach emié OoJbIIe.

A TIOTOM OIIMH U3 CTYJEHTOB BIPYT CKa3al:

— Baiie BesimyecTBO, a y Hac TYT CIyX HPOIUEN, YTO BbI IIPUE3KAETE, IOTOMY UYTO HEBECTY
cebe miere. 1o mpapja’?

[IpucytcTByIOImME IEBYIIKMA BCIIBIXHYJIU, B TOM YuCiie U BUKTOpHSA. ApeH cOCpeaoTOYnICA Ha
e€ YyBCTBaX — HEMPHA3HU He ObLIO, HO OH OIIYTHMJI 3BEHSIIIee OTYasTHIE.

— Bo3MOxHO, — yabIOHYJICS, 00Be/s I71a3aMH MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX. — A BO3MOXHO, U HeT. Bam
HE KaXeTcs, IOHOIIA, YTO 3TO CJIUIIKOM CJIOKHBIA MyTh?

— 3aro Gonee MHTEPECHDI, — Pa3BEN pyKaMH CTYJEHT Moj o0lee CIaBJIeHHOe XUXUKaHbE.
— Menee ckyuHblid. V1 KTO e BaM MPUIJISIHYJICS, Ballle BEIUYECTBO?
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ApeH, nponomkast yiap0aTbesi, HOCMOTpE MPSIMO Ha BUKTOPHIO, 1 €ro 3aTonuso mpoTHBOpe-
YMBBIMU SMOLMAMH. [la, eif ObLIO MPUATHO, HO U HE TIO ceOe — TOXke.

— Ilyctb 310 OCTaHETCS MO TalHOM.

[MoTtom, nocie Buktopuu, OH 3HAKOMUJICS U C IPYTUMU AEBYIIKAMU U3 CIIMCKA, HO YyBCTBOBA
BO BpeMs1 OOIIEHHS MCXOASIIIE OT HUX BOJIHBI CTpaxa. ApeH U caM MOHMMAJI, 4TO CO CBOUMH IJia-
3aMU MIPOU3BOIUT CTPAHHOE BIIEYATIIEHHE, HO YK O0SThCA. .. OH He X0Te, 4ToObI Oyayias keHa ero
6osutack. U Bc€ vare Bo3Bpaiaics MeICIAsME K Buktopuu.

[No3HaKOMUBIIKICH C TTOJIOBUHOM CIIMICKA, IMITEPATOP TOHSLI, YTO O0blie He MokeT. OH ycTan u
OT HE3HAKOMBIX JIEBYLIEK, ¥ OT UX cTpaxoB. 1 oqHax s BeuepoM ApeH rnorpocuil Barapuyca ycrpo-
UTb eMy BcTpeuy ¢ Buktopueii. Pasymeercs, TaiiHylo.

— 41 OBl MOr, KOHEUHO, MPOCTO B3SITh M MEPEHECTUCh K Hell B KOMHATY B OOIIEKUTUH, HO,
©010Ch, 1OCIIE 3TOro0 MHE OyJIeT CJIOKHEe C Held IOTOBOPUTHC.

— [Jla, Barie BeIM4ecTBO, — KUBHYJI BaHo, 1 uepe3 mapy 4acoB ApeHy COOOIIMIIN, YTO HYKHAs
eMy JeBYIIKa KAET B OuOmoTeke nHCTUTYTa. Ha yacax OpUI0 qBEHAAIIATh HOUM — CIIEIOBATENIBHO,
HUKAKUX TOCETUTENIeN He TPeIBUIEIOCD.

[Mpumenmas Ha BcTpeuy BUkTopus BhIIIsiAena COHHOM U yCTaBIIed, HO HETOBOJIbCTBA HE UYB-
cTBOBaJIOCh. [1oT€pa rma3a u, IBHO C TPYAOM YIEp:KaBILUCh OT 3€BKa, IPOM3HECA!

— MHe KaxeTcsl, s IPaBIJIbHO BaC MOHMMAIO, Ballle BETMYECTBO?

— Jlymaro, 4TO a2, — OTBETHJI OH, MOMOIIEN OMvke U cell pAgoM. DTo ObLIO 3a0aBHO —
HeOombIas OUOIMoTeKa, OOBIKHOBEHHAS TIAPTa, TIOXO0XkKAasi Ha MIKOJIBHYIO, JBA KOTYCHOTUX JACePEBIH-
HBIX CTy/1a. MiMmepaTops! JOJKHBI IefaTh MpeIokeHre COBCEM B MHOM OOCTaHOBKE, HO... TJie 3TO
HarucaHo? — U Kak BbI K 3TOMY OTHOCHTECH?

— He 3nato, — Bukrtopus B310XHyJ1a, ¥ 110 €€ SMOLMAM APEH MOHSI — OHa CKa3aJia IpaBjy.
— Ho nouemy 51?7 YV MeHs Henyulliue poACTBEHHUKH.

— C BammMMu poICTBEHHUKAMH S pa30epych. Y HUX MOSBATCS JIOM M HEIJIOXOE COAEpKaHMe,
a B UTOPHBIE JOMa UX OOJIbIIIe HE MyCTSIT.

— He nycrar?..

— Hy pasymeertcs. XoTs s MOT'y IOCTaBUTb lE€YaTh-3alPET, TOI/Ia OHU U caMu He nonayT. Kak
XOTHTE, TaK U caeiaeM. Pesynbrar Oyner Tot xe.

BuxkTopus obeckypaxkeHHO Momyasia, 1 ApeH 4yBCTBOBaJI e€ cMsTeHHe. V1 HeJIOBKOCTb.

— Pacckaxure MHe, 4TO Bac cMyIIaeT.

Ona 3akycuia ry0y, BHOBb B3JJOXHYJIA U TUXO TIPOrOBOPHUJIA:

— 41 He mory ccopmypoBarts. S Bac He 3HAIO U. ..

— INomonBka OyaeT IUThCsl Kak MUHUMYM TPH MecsIIIa, ycrieeTe y3HaTh.

— Ox... — OmHa uyTh nO€p3aJia Ha cTyje. — A Kak xe yuéoa?

— Kro Bam nomeraetr okoHUMTh MHCTUTYT? Kpome Toro, — ApeH BHUMATEJIbHO MOCMOTpPEN
Ha JIEBYIIKY ¥ YJIbIOHYJCS. — O npaktuke B MiMriepatopckoii opaHkepee, HaCKOJIbKO MHE U3BECTHO,
Ha BallleM Kypce MeUTaloT MHOTHE.

SMOLIMY Ha CEKYH/1y 3aMEpJIH. .. a IOTOM B30PBAJIUCh JUKUM BOCTOPIOM.

— Baiue BesinyecTBo. .. BHI... OIyTUTE?

— 4? 3amurHMK ynacu. § BooOIIe-TO COONA3HSIO [EBYIIKY, Ha KOTOPOW COOMPAIOCh
keHuThcst. OKa3bIBaeTCs, OpaHKepes: — 3TO COOMa3HUTETBHO, KTO Obl MOT TIOTYMATh!

Toraa oH BnepBble ycnbliain cMex Bukropuu, a emme yepes napy MUHYT OHa Jjajla corjlacue Ha
MIOMOJIBKY, M Ha CJIEyIOlIee K€ YTPO HOBOCTb MOSIBUJIACh BO BCEX ra3erax.

A cryctsl TpM Mecsilia — Jonble ApeH peln He k1aThb — Bukropus craja ero 3akOHHOM
CYIpYTOil.

Kanen i on? Het. V xeHbI ObLI0 MHOTO HEIOCTATKOB, HO OH HUKOI/IA HE CMOT Obl YITPEKHYTh
€€ B HEMCKPEHHOCTH.
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N petn... [letn cramm ero cuyactbeM. M yxke 3a HUX OH rOTOB ObLT MPOCTUTh BUKTOpUM BCE
YTO YTOJHO.

keksk

YTpoMm B CTOJIOBOW AJisi CJIYT Iapuia cymaroxa. Bce Topommiuch Ha cBoM paboune Mecta,
MO3TOMY OBICTPO XBaTaJIM 3aBTPaK, He MeHee ObICTPO eJIu U TYT Xke yoeramu. HukTo He cupen 3a cTo-
JIOM ¥ HE Pa3roBapvBaJl JOJIbIIE IECSITH MUHYT, CJIyTH NepeOpachBaIMCh APYT C IPYroM KOPOTKUMHU
(ppazamu u, noxesnaB OTIMIHOTO JTHS, YXOTUIH.

Codust MenbKOM yBHIENA I7IaBHOTO ABOPIIOBOTO YIIPABJISIONIETr0, KOTOPBIi, KUBHYB €M, CIIpo-
CUJI, BCE JIM B MOPSIJIKE, U KOIJa OHA OTBETUJIA YTBEPIUTENIBHO, YABIOHYJICS M TOXE YIIEN, 1O MyTH
TMOTISIbIBAs Ha OpacyeT CBSI3U.

A korpa Cous goenana TBOPOKHYIO 3alleKaHKY, K HEW 3a CTOJIMK MOJCesIa HEMOJIOZast JKEeH-
nHa B 6enoit hopme.

— Jo6poe yTpo, — cKa3asia OHa, paclpaBJisisi IUIaThe HA KOJICHSIX. — BbI Hallla HOBasi aHbsIH,
BEpHO?

— Jla, npaBwibHO, — mipousHecia Codust u npeacraBuiack: — Mens 30ByT Codust Tanu.

— Ouenb npusdTHO. A MeHsI — Maruibaa Mapuo. S muuHas ciiyxaHka e€ BelInyecTBa.

Codus, ycnblmas 310, €iBa He MojaBuiach 3anekaHkou. [locmorpesna Ha coceliky 1o croiny,
YOUBJIAACHL TOMY, KaK TaKasd O6I)IKHOBCHH3H 1 COBEPHICHHO HEB3pAaYHaA XCHIIIMHA MOXET 6bITb Cl1y-
’KaHKoi nmniepatpulibl. Eil Ka3anock, 4To NpUCiykUBaTh BUKTOPUY 1OJKHBI CKA30UHBIE KPACABULIBL.
A B Matuibze He ObUTI0 HUYeTro MpUMedaTebHOro — OOBIYHOE JIMIIO, MSICUCTBIN HOC «KaPTOIIIKOW,
FKUOKHUE BOJIOCHI, CTAHYTLIC B ITYUYOK.

— Pajia mo3HakoMUThCA.

— He BonHyiiTech Tak, — XMBIKHYJIA KEHIIWUHA, IPUHUMASICh 32 CBOIO OBCSIHKY. — $I Bam He
Bpar. A CTaHEeT JIM BalllUM BParoM Mosl. .. XO35IlKa, 3aBUCUT TOJIBKO OT Bac.

— W 4ro xe MHe [71s1 3TOro Hy:KHO Jienath? — nouHTepecoBajiack Codusi, BCHOMUHAsS pac-
CKa3 PO MOJIOJIEHBKYIO CITy’KaHKY, KOTOpast 003aBesach ChINbIO M0 HEM3BECTHOM MpudnHe. — Kpome
BBITIOJTHEHU ST HETIOCPEICTBEHHBIX OOSI3aHHOCTEH aHbsIH, pa3yMeeTcsl.

— 3aBenuTe JTIOOOBHUKA.

Ha stotr pa3 Codus neiicTBUTENIbHO NOJABWIIACh. 3aKalUIsUIaCh M, CXBAaTUB CTAKaH C YaeM,
caenasa OOJBIION TIOTOK.

— 3aBenure MOOOBHUKA, — MOBTOpHJIa MaTuiba CIOKOWHO, CIIOBHO TOBOPHJIA O TIOTOIE. —
U nocrapaiitech, 4TOOBI UMIIEpaTprIia 00 3TOM y3HAJA.

Cnenas emié onuH rotok, Codus xanoOHO cripocuia:

— A npyroro crioco6a HeT?

— Borock, 9TO HET.

— 41 He moHumaro, npapaa. Pa3Be Hanmuve MOOOBHMKA MOXET IMOMEIaTh WMII... HY, BbI
TIOHSUTH. .. €CJI OH 3aX04eT?

— Hanuue mo60BHKMKA TIOMEIIaeT eMy 3aX0TeTh. Tak JymaeT e€ BeIM4ecTBO, — TMOsICHUIA
Marunbaa. — OHa yBepeHa, YTO UMIepaTop HUKOTA B KU3HU HE YHU3UT ceOsi COPEBHOBAHUEM CO
CJIyTOM.

— BammrHuia, — npodopmortana Codusi, OTOABUras Tak M He AOSICHHYIO 3arleKaHKy. ATe-
THUT COBCEM Iponaji. — Bolock, YTo y MeHsI He moyduTcs. ...

— He 3apekaiitech. Bo 1BOpIie paboTaeT MHOTO My KUWH, HEXKESHATHIX U TIOJIOKUTENIBHBIX. [1pH-
cMoTputech. M uem ckopee BBl 9TO C/ienaeTe, TeM JIydlle.

B xomHuatsl HacnennukoB Cocdusi ogHsIACh K JeBsATH yTpa. HacTpoeHue e€ HeMHOro yrnajio
roclie pa3roBopa ¢ MaTuiabIoil — MepCreKkTHBa UCKaTh ce0e «KEHMXa» CPeid CIyr COBCEM He
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pamoBana. Bripouem, Cocusi BoBce He OblIa yBepeHa B TOM, YTO Matwiibia AeHCTBUTEIFHO XOTea
MIOMOYb, a HE CKa3aJia 3TO AJIsI TOro, YToObl e€ paccTpouTh. OHa Xke ciykaHka umrneparpuiibsl. C yero
el BooOme momorath Cocun? Cropee yxk OHa BHIIOTHSIIA MPUKa3 BukTopuu. XoTs... BCE MOXET
OBITb.

— Codu! Tobpoe yrpo! — 3akpuyasiu Arata U AJIeKCaHIp XOpOM, paJIoCTHO Opocasich K He
u ooHnMasi. Cousi ynbIOHYIaCh — OTIMYHO, MPOIIEN BCETO JIeHb, a JETH YK€ HACTOIBKO pabl e€
Buzaeth. Kak npekpacHo! — Mbl Bac xnanu!

[Tox cnoBoM «MbI» OHH SIBHO UMEJIH B BUY He TOJTbKO cebs1. Kak Tonbko Codust Bolia B KOM-
HaTy, OHa Cpa3y 3aMeTHJIa er0 BEIMYECTBO — OH CTOSIT BO3JIE OKHA, PSIZIOM CO CTOIMKOM, HAaK PBITHIM
0eJ1oli Kpy:KeBHOH CKaTepThio, U UYTO-TO NI U3 (papopoBOil YaIIKH.

— Jlo6poe yrpo, Codu, — KUBHYJ UMIIEpPaTOP U YIBIOHYJICSA, TS HA CYACTIIMBBIX HACTIC-
HUKOB. — $I paji, 4To BBI MPUIILIA YyTb PaHbIIIE, & TO s HEMHOTO TOPOILTIOCh.

— ¥V mansl cerofHsi cample HeTOOMMBbIe COBEIIaHUsI, — IpoMKo cooomi Copun Anekcasp.
— CyneOHblii . .. (PyHaHCOBBIA KOMUTETHI !

Ero BenmmuecTBO pacxoxoraics, a AraTa CTporo nomnpasuia opara:

— PuHAHCOBLIH, AJIEKC.

— OUHAHCOBBIN, — TOBTOPUJI peOEHOK, a ToToM nodaBui: — Ho oH xke ¢y-y-y, na?

— 51 OBl He cTas yTBepXKaaTh, 4To «(y», — CKa3zaja UMIlepaTop auruioMatuyHo. — Ho ckyd-
HoBato. UTo X, s noiay. Jletu, He 3HaMW, YCIIe JIK K 00exy. . .

— Tlocrapaiicsi, — npousHecau Arata u Ajekcanap xopoMm. Buaumo, 3to «mocrapaics» y
HUX YK€ CTAJIO PUTYAJIOM.

— Koneuno. Cogu, 51 B moO0M ciryyae, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTo, Oylly Ha 00e/ie WM HeT, 3arjisHy
K BaM BeYepOM OKOJIO JEBATH YacoB. MHE HYKHO C BAMHU TIOTOBOPUTD.

— Ha, pazymeercs, — orBeTmwia Codusi. OHa HU Karuid He YIMBUJIACh — BCE HOpMaJIbHbIE
POIUTENN XOTAT YTO-HUOYIb OOCYAUTD C aHbSIH, & Y UMIIEpaTopa SIBHO HET IPyroro BpeMeHH Ha pas-
roBopsl. Ho cepaiie BCE paBHO 4yTh CXKAJIOCh OT BOJTHEHHSI. — BBI... OIATh yepe3 KaMuH Wi ?..

— Wnm B 1Bepb, Kak HOPMAJIBHBIN YeioBek ? — OH MoKavall ToJIOBOM, MO-TIPeKHEMY yibiOa-
scb. — 51 xoxky uepe3 oronb, Cou. I[Ipusbikaiite.

— [la 51 He BO3pakaio, — IMOYTH MPOIIENTaNa IeBYIIKa, YyTh CMyTUBIIUCh. — I TIpOCTO. ..

— 4 nons1, — npepBast €€ UMINepaTop U, MOIIAAUB 10 rosioBaM Araty u AJleKcaHpa, Harpa-
BUWJICS K KaMUHY. — [lo CKOpO#l BCTpeyun.

— Tloka, man! — 3aKpUYany HaCleOHUKH, U Yepe3 mapy CeKyHH (purypa ero BelMYecTBa
ycyeslia B SIPKO BCIIBIXHYBIIEM TUIAMEHH.

Oxono vaca aetn Bonuwir Coguio 1Mo OCTaBIIMMCS KOMHATaM IapajJHOro 3Taxa, a IOTOM C
TOPSIIIIMMH SHTY3Ua3MOM IJIa3aMU TMPEIOKUIA CXOOUTh B OPAHKEPEIO.

— JlaBaiite, — cKkazajia OHa, IPEKPAcHO MOHMMAasi — BU3UT Hen3OexeH. U uem ckopee 310
Mpou30UJET, TeM syuiie. Kpome Toro, Couist HuKoraa He npruHajiexasna K Yucily Tex JIoAen, KOoTo-
pble OTKJIQABIBAIOT MPOOJIEMBI B JOITUN SIIMK, — OHA, HA00OPOT, MPEANoYnTaIa pelaTh X Kak
MOXHO ObicTpee. OHM ¢ MaMOU He BBIKWIIM Obl, i ObI BeJiu ceOsl TaK ke, Kak OTell.

CeronHs1 HaCJIeTHUKOB COMTPOBOKIAM APYTUE OXPAHHUKH, HO BBIIJISICIM OHU HE MEHee BHY-
UTebHO, YeM Bueparnnue. [ 3a netsmu u Codueii AByMst TEHSIMU, ¥ OHA BHOBb ITOIyMaJia, YTo
MPUBBIKHYTH K TAKOMY OyIET CJIOXKHO.

«A Besib UMIIEpPaTOp XOOWT Yepe3 KaMUHbI 0e30 BCsIKOM oxpanbl. MHTepecHo. .. [lomyuaercs,
HACJIETHIKOB OXPAHSIOT CUJIbHEE, YeM ero camoro. Mim s ommbaioch ?»

Opanxepest HaXoquiIach B cafy, , Bbliias Ha yiauiy, Codus 3a:KMypuUIack OT yI0BOIbCTBUS
— BeCHa pasropasiach Bc€ sipue. He6o ObLIO HACKIIIEHHO-TOTYOBIM, Ha JEPEBbSX ykKe MPOOHBAIIHCH
HEKHO-3€JIEHBIE JIUCTOUYKH, U MTHUIIBI BECENIO U PAJOCTHO YMPHKAIIH.
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— Vx! — BocksimkHy Asiekcanp, u Codusi ¢ yIMBIeHUEM MOHsLIA, YTO HACTEAHUK CMOTPUT
Ha He€. — Kakas Bbl... bpkast, Codu! Kak orons! Ha conniie emg sisikee!

— Bui moxosxu Ha BaHo Barapuyca, — ckazana Arata ¢ ynsiOkoi, 1 Cousi HAaCTOPOXHUIIACh.
— MBI paHbllie 1yMaii: OH CaMblii-CaMblil PbIKUI, HO BBl MOXKETE C HUM KOHKE. .. KOHKO... KOHKe-
pupoBaTh?

— KonkypupoBaTb. TO 3HAUUT — CONEPHUYATH. A... KTO Takoi Bano Barapuyc?

WMst GbUTO CMYTHO 3HAKOMBIM.

— I'maBa komuTeTa Ge30macHOCTH. MBI BaM ero 00s13aTeIbHO MOKaskeM ! — MporoBopuiia Arara
Becesi0. — BBbI ke TOJKHBI YBUIIETh, HA KOTO TaK MOXOXKH.

«A BOT 3TOT0, B OTIMYKE OT BCTPEUM C UMIIEpaTpUIIeH, JIydie Obl H30exkaTh. . .»

— Tam onanxenesi! — noanpeIrHys1 Ajekcanp, yKasbiBasi pyKo# Kyzia-To Binepen. — Buaure,
na?

Coduis nogHsIa rOJIOBY U Ha CEKYH/y 3aMeplia B U3yMJIEHUH, 3AMETUB OrPOMHBIN KyTI0J1, [I0XO-
KWW Ha CUSIONIMIA MBUIBHBIN My3bIpb. BCE MOHATHO — BHYTpPY Belb HABEPHSKA HYKHO TOJJICPKU-
BaTb OIPEAEIEHHBIN KJIMMAT, 3aIlUINasl PACTEHHSI ¥ JKUBOTHBIX OT BO3/ICHCTBUSI OKPYKAIOIIEH Cpe/bl.
Codust yntana 06 3TOM, KOrja yumiach B MHCTUTYTe. Ho B yueOHUKe BCE BHIIVIAIEIIO ropas3io MeHee
BIIEUATIISIONIE, YEM B KU3HHU.

«[ToroM Hapucyo 3TOT Kynos, — Mogymajla OHa ¢ BOOAyLlIeB/IeHHeM. — TOJbKO 3J€Ch HaJll0
HE KapaHJallloM, a KpacKaMu».

Uepes nmapy MUHYT OJMH M3 OXPAaHHUKOB, MPUKOCHYBIIMCH K MOBEPXHOCTH KYIOJIA, BITYCTUT
BCEX BHYTpb. B opanxkepee okazanoch O4eHb TEIUIO, JakKe KAPKO — MPUIILJIOCh CHUMATh U NaJIbTO,
1 00yBb. Bmecto canor Cocun 1 HacJIeIHUKAM BBIJAJIHM TAOYKU M3 JIETKO MOIOIIErOCsl MaTepuaia,
HO JJa’ke Tak OBbUIO CJIMIIIKOM XkapKo. Bripouem, BO3MOXHO, 3TO OT BOJIHEHHSI. YeM J1aibllie OHU UTH,
teM cuiibHee Coru cTaHOBUIIOCH He 110 cebe.

XO0Ts OKpyXKalollas KpacoTa OTBJIEKasaa OT TPEBOKHbBIX MbICIIEH.

BHyTpu opankepen Lapuio JIeTo, IPUYEM Takoe JieTo, Kakoro Codusi HUKOrJa He BUJENA.
[TbIIHbBIe ¥ CITOBHO ObI MSICHICTBIE PACTEHM I BUIHEIHICH ITOBCIONY, JIIDOOE M3 HUX — Pa3a B TPH OOJIbIIe
TeX pacTeHWid, 4To pociau B AubraHHe. [la u epeBbsi OKa3aIuch BHIIIE U IIMpe — HE JepeBbs, a
LieJIble JoMa.

— 3p10poBo, 1a? — cnpocuia Arata BOCTOpAKEHHO. — B opaHkepee MouTH MOJTHOCTHIO BOC-
cozpaércs kiaumar Kopro*. Mue Tyt Tak HpaButcs! U Tak kajb, 4TO Mbl HacjaeayemM poioBOM gap
IO OTILY, a He 10 MaTepH. ..

(* YOxHbIi1 cocenl AbraHHbl, OYEHb KapKas CTpaHa, TPOIMYecKasl.)

— Paboratb 31ech MOXHO U He 00Jafasi poioBbIM apoM. HaBepHsika Besib He y BCeX Ciryxka-
IIUX OH eCTb, Mpasja’?

— Ja, — Arara B310xHyna. — Ho ¢ HuM mipoire.

— Ilporme — 310 He Tak uHTepecHo. MHTepecHee, Korga cioxHee, — YibiOHyIach Codwus,
MIOJIMUTHYB HACJIE/IHUIIE, ¥ IEBOYKA Cpa3y yIbIOHy/ach B oTBeT. — Korma Bc€ mpocto, He 0 4eM |
pacckasblBaTh, a BOT €CJIU CIOKHO. ..

Horooputb Codusi He ycriesia — OHa BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK K €€ BOJIOCaM YTO-TO MTPUKa-
caeTcs, v, HOAIPHITHYB OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH, HATKHYJIACh MAKYIIIKOM HA HEUTO MSTKOE U IIPOXJIaJHOE.

Ceparie 3a0M710Ch, KaK Y TPYCIMBOTO KPOJIHKA.

— He 6oiitech! — BOCKJIMKHY/IM XOPOM JIETH, & OMUH U3 OXPAHHHUKOB TYT K€ TIOSICHUIL:

— He népraiirech, BcE€ Xopomo. DTo paill, TOUYHee, XOMSYKOBBIN ManopoTHUK. O4eHb J1i000-
NIBITHBIA M BCer/a IynaeT TeX, KTO MPOXOAUT MUMO B MepBblid pa3. OH HMYEro BaM He clesaeT,
MOTOMY UTO. ..

— Iluraercs ToMbKO HaceKoMbIMH, — KuBHYJIa Codust, paccnadmssics. [locMoTtpena BBepx —
HaJ| Hell mapuiia TOHKasl BETOUKA, HA KOHIIaX KOTOPOH OBUIO YTO-TO Bpojie EPIIUKA U3 JIUCTUKOB. —
Hano xe, a Beib XOMSTYKOBBIE MTAMIOPOTHUKU — PEIKOCTD Aaxe B Kopro...
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— 3nech MHOTO peIKuX pacteHui. JIIOOIMBITHOE CBOMCTBO — YeM pexke BCTpedaeTcst pacTte-
HHE, TEM OHO TOJIe3Hee.

— Mama!!!

Codust 06epHyIach — M0O3aJ1 HUX MO y3KOH TPONMHKE, CHUMasl UCTIAYKaHHbIE B 3eMJIe TIep-
YaTKH, uia uMneparprna. OHa Obl1a ofieTa B TAKOM e KOCTIOM, KaK ¥ HaKaHyHe, ¥ BOJIOCHI TOYHO
TaK ke ObUIM 3aruieTeHbl B KOocy. TONBKO CErogHsl OHU OKa3aJIiCh YOPaHHBIMU MOl MEJIKYI0 TEMHO-
3€JIEHYIO CETOUKY, TIOXOKYIO Ha IIANOYKH OOMBHUYHBIX MEJICECTED.

— Bamie BenmuecTBo, — cKkazaau XopoM OXpaHHMKHM, U Codusi K HUM MPUCOEAMHUIACD,
MOKJIOHUBIINCh, BukTopun. 3a uMmrneparpuiiel 1iia eme ogHa jAeBylika B ¢opMme, U depe3 mnapy
cekyHn, npursaaesumcs, Codus y3Hasa AHacTacuio — IUieMsiHHULYY ApeHa. — Baiie Beicoue-
CTBO...

— Hac npeaynpenunu, 4to Bb NpUIETe, — MpousHecna Buktopus ropazno 0omnee MIrkum
rOJIOCOM, TIOIJIA/IUB JIETel IO rosioBaM. — $I OueHb paga Bac BUJIETh.

Coduist mouyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €€ 3aJIMBAET TEIIOM — €U He Hy’KHa OblIa SMIIATHsI, YTOOBI TOHU-
MaTh — 3TO TpaBja. [71a3a y Bukropun cBeTHIHCh, KOTJ]a OHA CMOTpeJia Ha HACJIEIHUKOB.

MarepuHcKasi ¥ OTIOBCKas J1ioOOBb. .. Codust Bepuia: Ha CBeTe HET HUYero CUiIbHee, HUYero
OeckoHeuHee. U eii Bceria HpaBIWIIOCh BUIETh MPOSIBJICHUS 9TOH JIIOOBH B JIIOJSX, HA KOTOPBIX OHA
padoraa.

Ho cexynay crycts ummnepaTpuiia MmofHsiia rojoBy, nocmorpena Ha Coguio — U CBeT B e
71a3ax morac.

— A camble pellkue pacTeHusl, — MPOAODKIIa BUKTOpHS, MOIIsA/IeB Ha BETKY XOMSTYKOBOTO
MaropOTHUKA, KOTOPHIA B 3TOT MOMEHT Iaani Coduio 1o 1iedy, — Kak MPaBuIIo, sOBHUTHI.

— He XxoMsuKkOBBIN ManmopoTHuK, — Bo3pazuia Coduss. — OH abcomoTHO Oe3Bpe/IeH.

— AOcomoTHO 0e3BpeHBIX pacTeHui He ObiBaeT. Be€ 3aBucHT OT 0361, M OT TOro, Kak OHU
MIPUTOTOBJIEHHL. B coueTaHny ¢ HEKOTOPBIMU PACTEHUSIMHU U3 CEMENCTBA OOJIOTHUKOBBIX XOMSTIKOBBIH
MaropoTHUK TpeBpaiaercs B sia. MeajaeHHbId, HO siI. A Bbl, 1 CMOTPIO, — YCMEXHYJIach MMIlepa-
TpUIIa, BHOBb 00paTuB BHUMaHue He Coduio, — 1 B O0TaHUKe pa3zdupaerech?

— CoBcem HeMHOTO. B mpenieniax MHCTUTYTCKOTO Kypca.

— TlomHUTE, KaK OTJIMYHTH SIIOBUTOE PACTEHHE OT HESIIOBUTOrO? YHUBEPCAIBHBIN CHOCOO.
Pabotaer, kcraty, U B clly4yae ¢ )KUBOTHBIMU.

— S noBuThHIe pacTeHus, Kak MPaBUIIO, OUeHb sipKue, — oTBeTmIa Codust 1 yIbIOHyIach, YI0-
BUB B 9TOH MOAKOJIKE HAMEK Ha CBOU PbDKUE BOJIOCH. — Tak ke U BCe SIIOBUTHIE )KUBOTHBIE UMEIOT
sIpKui okpac. KpacHble 3MeH, opaHkeBO-KENThIE JIATYIIKH. . .

— BepHo. A...

— Buk, — nepe6uiia npuHIiecca AHacTacusi CO CMEIKOM. — Thl 9K3aMEeHOBaTh pelnia Halry
HOBYIO aHbsiH? He qymaio, 4to Bo ABOpIIE €l MOHAJ00ATCS 3HAHKS O SIJIOBUTHIX KMBOTHBIX.

— Bo aBOpIIe MOTYT IPUTOANTHCS JTI0OBIE 3HAHUSI, — CKa3ajla MMIIepaTpylia CIOKOWHO 1 0e3
ynbiOkH. — Ho ThI IpaBa — 9K3aMeH ceifuac HU K yemy. Bbl, Mou oporue, — OHa OIyCTHJIa TOJIOBY
Y BHOBb ITpeoOpa3miach, MIsIs Ha IeTeld, — XOTeJI IOCMOTPETh, HaJl YeM s ceiiyac padorato? 1oii-
nEéMTe, TIOKaXy. A TIOTOM Ha 00e/I.

— Jla! — noanpeirayn Anekcanip. A Bot Arara npomonyaina — U Cousi, U3y4uB JULO
HACJIE/THULIBI, TTOHSJIA, YTO C HE€ BHOBb CJIETEJ SMITATUIECKHUI IIUT.

UyTh O3XKeE, KOrIa MMIlepaTpulia MoKas3bIBaia BceM cBoIo padoty, Codust orsTh noimMasia ceost
Ha MBICJIH, YTO €l XOoueTcs HapucoBaTh Bukropmio. E€ BenmuecTBO COBEpIICHHO MPeoOpa3niach,
pacckasbiBasi JETSM PO MPYJ ¢ MaJIEHbKUMU KYBIIMHKAMH, KOTOPbIE ObUTO O€3yMHO CJIOXHO BbIpa-
nmBath. OHU TpeOOBaM aOCOMIOTHO YMCTOM BOJIBI, TIOCTOSTHHOM TeMIepaTypbl M KaIOTHEBHOTO
OIBbUICHHUS CTICLIMAJIbHBIMY TuénaMu. Kpome Toro, He Teprenu psiioM ¢ OO0l TPOMKHUX 3BYKOB —
MOMEHTATLHO 3aKPBIBAJIMICH U YXOIWIIH MO BOAY.

54



A. Hlnaitnep. «Tbma umneparopa. Yactb neppasi»

— Ho ecnu kyBIMHKa MPOAEP;KUTCS HAJ, BOAOW MeCSI], — TOBOpPUJIa MUMIepaTpulia THXO,
TMOKa3bIBasl HACJIETHMKAM He HACTOSIIMI IIBETOK, a €r0 UCKYCCTBEHHYIO MOJEJb, — TO B €€ cepille-
BUHE MOSIBUTCS HEOOJTbINas Karlelibka HeKTapa. JTta Karesbka OeciieHHa. OHa HeUTpaiu3yeT 0o
1, MoOylo KUCIOTY. B mpupone oHa cTekaeT Mo JienmecTkaM B TOT TPy, IIe KUBYT KyBIIMHKH,
OYMIIIAaeT BOAy. MBI ke 371eCb COOMpaeM 3TOT HEKTap YISl TOro, YTOOBI U3 HEr0 MOXHO OBUIO TpH-
TOTOBUTDH Pa3/IMUHbIC JIEKAPCTBA. A eIlE MBITAEMCS YTO-TO C/IeNIaTh, YTOOB! KYBIIMHKY CTAJIM MEHee
KarpU3HBIMH.

— Ho noka 6e3ycnentno, — pasBesia pykamu npuHiiecca AHacracus 1, nocMotpeB Ha Codwuio,
YIBIOHYJIACh €l BIIOJIHE JIPYKeTIOOHO U UCKPEHHE.

Kpome BeHIIEHOCHBIX paOOTHUKOB, B OpaHkepee ObUIO MHOTO APYTUX CITyXKaIlIuX — B 3€IEHOM
WJIM KOPUYHEBOU (hopMme.

— 3enénas ¢popma y MaroB, KOpuuHeBasi — y He-MaroB, — OObsICHUJIA €€ BEJIMUECTBO, BHOBb
PE3KO ClIeNaBIIMCh HeloBOIbHOM, Korna Codusi MoMHTEpecoBaslaCh HACUET PA3HOTO 11BeTa (popMeH-
HOM ofiekabl. — Bce pacteHust 371ech MPOMapKUPOBaHbI, K HEKOTOPBIM 3aIpenieHo MOAXOAUTh OObIY-
HBIM JIOJSIM — MOTYT MOKaJIeUUTh.

— A kak? — cripocui AJIeKcaH Ip, CBepKast JIIOOOIBITHBIMU TJIa3aMHU.

— Hanpumep, sanekTpruecTBOM ynaput. To Kak MOTHHUS, AJiekc. Mara He yObET, a 00bIYHOMY
YeJIoBeKy OyJeT OueHb IUIOXO.

— A ecim 0TBOA MCIONB30BaTh? — cnpocuia Coduist 1 MoYyBCTBOBaAIA ceOsl OYeHb TITYTIOH,
KOTJa MMIIepaTpulla CMEpUIIa €€ TPe3pUTETbHBIM B3IJISIOM.

— OrTBOA 3a3eMJIsieT MEKTPUUECTBO, Y HAC TYT MOJIOBMHA OpaHKepeu IMOTHOHET, €CJM 3TO
cayuutcs. HyxkeH cocyn Uit coOMpaHusi SHEPriU, HO BCE PaBHO BHIIECPKATh HAMPSKEHHE CMOXKET
TOJIBKO Mar.

Ecnu He cuntath MOMEHTOB, KOT/Ia € BEIMYECTBO MOKA3bIBaJIa CBOE HEMPHUS3HEHHOE OTHOIIIE-
Hue Kk Coun, MOKHO ObLIO CKa3aTh, YTO BCE MPOIIIO UACAIBHO. [IeTH OCTaIuCh OYeHb JOBOJIBHBI —
naxe Arara, XOTsl OHa MHOT/Ia XMYypHJIach, TIsIs Ha MaTh. MiMnieparpuiia Toxe pagoBaiach, OOHUMast
HACJIETHUKOB M pacCKa3blBasi PO CBOIO padoTy, U MpUHIecca AHACTacHs yIbl0aIach, U OXPaHHUKH
BesM cedsl OPOi He KaK OXPAaHHUKH, a KaK MPUINEIIIMe Ha SKCKYPCHIO ITKOIbHUKH-XOPOIIUCTH —
BEpTEJIM TOJIOBAMU U Mapy pa3 3a/1aBaJI BOIPOCH! O PACTEHUSIX.

A norom Hactaso Bpems odena, u Couisi BMecTe ¢ JeTbMHU, OXpaHHUKAMU, UMIIepaTpuIied 1
MIPUHIIECCON BEPHYJIUCH BO ABOpel. JKeHIINHbI i nepeoaeBarbesi, Copus U e€ nmoponevHsie —
MBITh PYKH, TIOCJIE Yero, KaK U HaKaHyHe, TPOCJIeIOBAIN B CTOJIOBYIO.

Ho ceromus o6en nporién nnave. He 6pu10 ipuHIia ApuaHa, KOTOPBIT MEPUOANYECKH TO pa3-
psbKalt, To HAOOOPOT — 3apsiKasl 0OCTAHOBKY CBOMMH HE BCET/ia yMECTHbHIMU IyTKamu. W nmriepa-
TOp TOXe He mosiBWIcs. B cepenune obena Buktopus, B3ISIHYB Ha OpacieT CBSI3U, YyThb CJIBIIIHO
B3JIOXHYJIA U CKa3aJa:

— Jletn, nana He NpUAET. YBUOUTECH 32 YKUHOM.

— MBbI yke noHsu, — nevyasibHO oTBeTusia Arata, u Codus JacKoBO TorJiaauia e€ rno pyke
niot crosioM. OHa MOHUMaJIa, Kak JIeTsSIM XOTeJIOCh BUJIETh OTLIA, HO MOHUMAJIa ¥ UMIiepatopa. Pa3 o
HE MPUIIENT — 3HAYUT, ASHCTBUTEIIHHO CJIMIIKOM MHOTO JIeJl.

A nocne o6ena, koraa Codust peayiokuia HaceJHUKaM 3aHSThCsl MUPHBIM JIEJIOM Y HEMHOT'O
nocoOupaTh MO3auKy, Arata BAPYT cKa3aja, 4yTh 3aaJIeB [IEKaMHU:

— MHe kaertcs, Bbl TOXe 3MI1aT. Bl Hac Tak xopoio noHumaere!

Codust ynpIOHYIaCh, TOUYBCTBOBAB ce0s1 TIO-HACTOSIIEMY CYACTIUBOM.

— J151s1 TOTO, YTOOBI IOHUMATH JPYT APYyra, He 00s3aTesbHO ObITh SMIaToM. Kpome Toro, TBoi
rara. .. OH e He OIIyIIaeT Bac ¢ AJIEKCaHAPOM, BEpHO? A TIOHUMAET OYeHb XOPOIIIO.

— Jlyume Bcex! — ckazan Ajiekc, a Arata KMBHYJIa.

— Bort. OMmnarus — 31o npocto aap. Kotopeim... — Codusi mopMurHynaa HaciegHuue, —
HAJIO el€é HayYUThCS MOJTb30BaAThCS.
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keksk

ApeH He 3psl He JIOOWII Cpefibl — COBEIIAHUsI C MPEACTABUTENSIMUA (DUHAHCOBOTO U CyI€OHOTO
KOMMTETOB OTHUMAJIM OYEHb MHOT'O CWJI. HMUTO Tak He yTOMIISIO, Kak JEHEeKHbIE BOIIPOCH U IPO-
OeMbl 3aKOHHUKOB. K TOMY e Ha MOBECTKE AHSI CTOSLI. ..

— Barmie BenmuecTBO, 3aKOH O Tiepegaye TUTYJIA MyTEM 3aKII0ueHrs Opaka BCTYIWII B CHITY
Mecs1 Ha3ajl, Bce Mbl 3T0 NoMHUM. Ho uto enats B ciiydae pa3zBoaa cynpyroB? TUTys ocTaércs uiu
BO3Bpalaercs?

— A 410, — ApeH MOoTEp HAYaBIIKE HBITh BUCKH, — KTO-TO M3 COYETABIIUXCS OpakoM yxe
ycneJi ojiath Ha pa3Bon?

— Her, Ho... 3T0 siBHasi HeTOPaOOTKA B 3aKOHE, Ballle BETMYECTBO.

BesycnoBHo. M oHa Obla JomyIeHa CO3HaTeIbHO — M0 IIPHYUHE TOTO, YTO ApunOalib], JBO-
IOPOIIHBIA OpaT ApeHa, KypUpYyOIIUil KOMUCCHUIO 1O pa3paboTKe 3aKOHA O TUTYJaX, HUKAK HE MOT
MPUIATH K €JMHOMY MHEHUIO C YYJaCTHUKAMU 3TOM KOMUCCHUU U C CAMUM A PEHOM.

[ostomy Bompoc ObUT OTJIOKEH Ha MOTOM. YTO K, «[OTOM» M3BECTHO TEM, YTO OHO BCEraa
HACTYyIaer.

— Bamte BenmuecTBo, — MPOJOJIKAN MPEICTaBUTENb CyIeOHOro komutera. — 1 omacarocs,
YTO B CIIy4ae, €CJIM TUTYN OyIeT OCTaBaThCs 32 OBIBIIMM CYIPYroM, Hajnure (PUKTUBHBIX OPaKkoB B
CTpaHe BO3PACTET JO HEMPWINYHUS. DTO K€ OTVIMYHBIA UHCTPYMEHT IS LIaHTaka, HAIIPUMEP. . .

B Buckax 3amysbcupoBaiio cusibHee. Kak ke OH HeHaBUAEes 3TU Ay palKye Hepa3pelmble Ipo-
O11eMbl, KOTOpBIE KaK HU pa3peniail — BCE TUI0X0. A pa3pelars BeJb MPUXOAUTCS eMy.

Emé u Apunbanba noutu Mecsi| Topunt Bo3jie ['eeHHBI, IOKa HU pa3dy He Bo3Bpamaics. OHO
OOBSCHUMO — BCE-TaKM DH BBIIILIA 3aMyX 32 bepra ApmaHuyca, a TBOIOPOIHBIA OpaT MMeJ BUbI
Ha aeBymiKy. Ho tak Henb3s. Tem Gonee uto ['eeHHa U3 3TUX YeTHIPEX HeJesb OblIa AKTUBHA TOJIBKO
TIOJITOPBl — OCTAJIbHOE BpeMst ApunOasib/l, Kak JOKJIaAbIBaId ApeHy, Mporajal y MECTHBIX JaMOYeK
JIETKOTO MOBEJECHMUS.

ITopa ObI ero BepHYTb.

— $1 mepenam BaIm BOMPOCH €r0 BHICOYECTBY ApunOaibay U MOIMPOIILY €ro MPUCYTCTBOBATh
Ha COBEIAHWU B clieyonnyio cpeay. OOCyauM MOMpaBKH K 3aKOHY C yYETOM TOKEIAHUN Ballero
BEIOMCTBA.

Cpazy nocrie coBelmanusi ApeH OTIIpaBuII OpaTy KpaTKoe cooOIIeHre yepe3 OpacieT CBs3U:

«BosBpamaiics. Tel Hy:XeH 31eCh».

MmmniepaTop HEMHOTO HEpPBHMYAJI U3-3a TOTO, YTO MOMACTh HA 00e]] TaK U He MOIYYHJIOCh —
MEPEKYCHIBAJI OH Ha X0y MEXK/y COBEIIAHUAMU. BbUIH €I1I€ ¥ BHEIUIAHOBBIE BUUTEPHI, HA KOTOPBIX
TOXE YIIJIO BpPeMsi, I03TOMY OCBOOOAMIICS ApeH TOJIBKO repes YKuHoM. OXpaHa J0KJIaIbIBasia, Kak
IIPOXO/IUT AEHb Y JETEeH U KEeHbl, U UMIIEPATOp OCTAJICSl JOBOJIEH STUMM Jlokaaaamu. Cymnpyra Besa
ce0s1 mpeacKa3yeMo, HO ToKa TePIMMO, a BOT HOBasl aHbsIH yIUBJIsIA. Jlake OXpaHHUKY — Ha 9TO YK
HEBO3MYTHMBIE JIIO/IU, TIOBUABIINE C €r0 CEMbE MHOTOE, — W Te YAUBJISUTUCh. BUKTOpHS MPOBO-
nuposajia Coduio Ha KOH(IIMKT, HO JIEBYIIIKA HE MPOCTO HE pearnpoBajia — OHA MHOT/IA MPOSIBIIsIa
K MMIIepaTpuIle SBHYI0 CUMMIATHIO. DTO ObUIa KaKasi-TO 3arajgka, KOTopylo ApeHy OYeHb XOTEJIOCh
pasraziarb.

V3KUHAJ OH C *KE€HOUM W JeTbMH, CIIyIIasi UX KUBBIE PacCKa3bl O MpoIiemneM qHe. Bukropus
YMUJIBHO YJIBIOANIACh — ¥ OT He€ K MyXKy IIUTH PeJKUE U TaKue HYXHbIE MOPOW BOJIHBI ITOKOSI, YTO
ApeHy He XOTeJIoCh, YTOOBI 3TO MpeK pammanock. [loHavaty keHa CTaHOBUJIACh YyTh XOJIOAHEE, KOraa
peub 1uia 00 aHbsiH, HO TIOTOM TepecTaia oOpaiiarh Ha pa3roBOpsl BHUMaHue. He ynuBUTeIbHO —
netu ynomuHaim Coduto yepe3 cinoBo. Codus ckazana, Codus caenana, Codust ymeer, Codus
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3naet, Codus 1o, Codus 3to. Hacnennuku Obiiu ogapoBansl ero. [IpenckazyemMo — 3Ta JeBYIIKa
AENCTBUTENILHO OblIa COBEPIIIEHHO 0YapOBaTEIbHA.

«AJpyaH HaBepHsKa KJIIOHET, — MOoAyMaJl ApeH U C YIUBJIEHUEM OLIYTWJI, KaK €ro KoJbHyJa
31ocTh. — U mpeaynpekaarh, 9To0bl He Jie3, Oecrionie3Ho — OOJIbIIe BCEro Ha CBETE OH JIDOUT Hapy-
11aTh 3alpPEThI».

Bnpouem, ApeH He cuuTa IIeMsIHHAKA CepbE3HON MPOOIEMON, OH BCETAa MOT' CIIPABUTHCS C
HUM — TaK win nHaue. [1o3ToMy ObICTPO BHIKMHYJ AJIpUaHa 13 rOJIOBHI.

[Tocne y:xuHa umrneparop rnapy 4acoB MPOBEN C KEHOW U IETbMU B JIETCKOM, UATasi UM KHUTH.
[ToTrom BukTtopust oTIpaBriach yKJIaaAblBaTh HACIEJHUKOB CIaTh, a ApPEH, B3IJISIHYB Ha Yachl, BAPYT
BcroMHMI, uto obeman Codun Beuepom 3aitu. KoHeuHo, OHa He OOUANTCS, eCJId OH 3TOTO He Clie-
JIaeT, — HO BCE 3ke. [la v BpsA /M JEeBYILKA CIIUT — BCETO-TO JECATh MUHYT OJVUHHAALIATOTO.

Codus peiictButenbHO He cnajia. Korma oH meperarHys pemeérky KaMyuHa, OCTaBUB TMO3aAu
TIaMsi, OHa CHJIeNa 3a CTOJIOM BO3JIe OKHA CITMHOW K HEMY M UTO-TO PUCOBaJIa HA JICTe OyMarm.

Apen nogomén 6mxke. Coust ené He mepeoieBaiach — MO-MPeKHEMY OCTaBaJlach B IUIAThHE,
B KOTOPOM OH BHUJIEN €€ YTPOM, — HO €€ pbIKHE BOJIOCHI, THEM OOBIYHO 3arjIeTEHHbIE B TYTYIO KOCY
WM yOpaHHbIE B ITy4YOK, ObUIM PACITYIIIEHBI U CTPYMIIUCH TIO IJIeYaM U CIIMHE, KaK OTOHb.

3axoTesoch JOTPOHYThHCS, U JKeJlaHHe 3TO ObLIIO TAKMUM HACTOMYMBBIM, YTO ApEH, HAXMYPHB-
IIUCh, MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM, OTTOHSIS €ro OT ceds1. UYTOOBI OTBIIEUbCS, B3MNISIHY/ HA PUCYHOK — U 3aMep.

MarneHbKas aHbsIH pUCOBaJIa €ro XkeHy. B padodyeM KocTiome, Cpey MBIITYIIUX SPKUMHU Kpac-
Kamu pacteHuid opanxeped. Codusi pucoBaga KakUMHU-TO MEJIKaMU — KaXeTCsl, 3TO Ha3bIBACTCs
«TaCTeNb», — PacTUpasi UX MaJbIlaMH 10 Oymare, U Moji STUMH MaJIbLIAMH PACIBETAIIO UYJIO.

BuxTopus 6bl1a coBHO xuBasi. M He mpocTo xuBasi — ApeH 3HaJl 3TO BbIpaKeHHe e€ JuIa
o4eHb xopomo. IMeHHO Tak BHIIIsifieNa ero keHa, Korja Oblia yeM-To yBieueHa. Korma pacckasbl-
Basia 0 paboTe WM O BBIXOAKAX UX JieTell. be3syMHO KpachBoe OqyXOTBOPEHHOE JIUIIO C ONECTAIIUMU
OT PaAOCTH U SHTY3Ua3Ma ITI1a3aMHU.

— V Bac tanaunt, Codu.

Herpomkuii B310X — ¥ MeJIOK BBINIAJI U3 PyK JEBYHIKU. TONBKO B 3TOT MUI ApEH IMOHsI,
YTO emié 3a4apoBajio ero, KpoMe pPbKUX BOJIOC U PUCYHKA, — SMOIMHU. DTO ObUT YMCTEHIINIA BOC-
TOPT, AOCOMIOTHOE BIOXHOBEHHE — HEUTO MOJOOHOE OH OIIYIIAJ Y UTPAIOIIUX MY3bIKAHTOB, KOTOPBIE
HACJIaXJIAIMCh COOCTBEHHOW UTPOY M 3By4aHHeM TBOpuMoi Mesoaru. Codust Toxke HACTIak1a1ach.
CBOMM pHUCYHKOM.

Pucynkom, Ha KoTopoM OblTa U300pakeHa ero KeHa.

— IT-n-ipoctute. — Codusi BCKOUMIIA M3-32 CTONA, THITASICh 3aKPBITh MOPTPET. DTO OBLIO TaK
HEJIeTIO U 0-/IETCKH, YTO ApeH yabIOHycs. — ... m-1-IpocTo. . .

— Bo1 ipocto prcoBanu. U, HACKOJBKO 5 3HAI0, B 3TOM HET HUYETo MPOTUBO3aKOHHOTO.

Ona cmoTpena Ha Hero, UCIyTraHHO OKPYIJIMB IJla3a — TEMHO-CEpBIE, C MYIIUCTBHIMU PECHU-
aMy. Y pbUKHX JIOAEW PECHUIIbl YacTo Toxe pbikue, HO y Codurt OHM ObLTM TEMHBIMH, TYCTBIMU
Y OYeHb KPACUBBIMU.

— 4 noBTOptock — y Bac TananT, Codu. Bel pazpermre MHE TOCMOTPETh PUCYHOK MOOIHAKE?

ApeH MouyyBCTBOBaJ, KaK MCIIyI Ha4yaj MOCTENEeHHO yxoauTh. Ha mekax AeBylIKH, 0 3TOW
CEeKYHbI OeJIbIX, TMOSIBUJINCH JBA SIPKO-KPACHBIX MSATHA, M €r0 TaK K€ Pe3KO, KaK A0 3TOrO UCITYTOM,
OKaTWJIO CMYIIEHUEM.

— Jla, xoHeuHo, — ckazana Codusi HErpoMKo, OTXOAs1 OT cToa. — TOJIbKO He Tporaiite,
noxanyicra. f emé He 3akoHumIa. YToOBI TIACTENh HE PACTHPANIACh JAJIbIlIe M He PACChINaiach CO
BpEMEHEM, €€ HAJI0 3aKpenuTh. Eciiu Bl paspemmre.

3abaBHo. Kaxercs, oHa qymasna, 4to oH paccepautcs. Ho mouemy?

— Ilouyemy BBl Tak cMyiaerech? B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 9TO BCETO JIMIIb PUCYHOK. TanaHTIMBBIN
pUCyHOK. M BaM HUKTO He 3alpelajl pucoBaTh HA MEHs, HU WieHOB Moel ceMbH. Kerat, — Apen
pasBecenuics. — A MeHs Bbl TOXE PUCOBAIN?
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BHOBB cMy1LIeHME, [1a TAKOW CHJIBI, UTO Y HETO J1a)Ke B TOJIOBE 3a3BEHEIO.

— ...

— Iokaxu! — Mmneparop, ynsioasich, npotsiHya pyky Cogun. — INokaxu mae MeHs!

Ona noMoTaJ1a TOJIOBOM U cleJiasia Iar Ha3aj,.

— Cocu! — ApeH marHynn cjieioM, eBa yIepKHUBasCh OT CMeXa — He XOTeJl, YTOObl OHa
obmxkanack. — Hy mokaxu! $1 oberaio He cepauThCs U He JIMIIATh TeOsT 3apIiIaThl.

— Yro Bbl! — MMCKHYJA AEBYLIKA U c/ieNaa elle mar Ha3aJ. — S He qymana jaxe!..

— Tornma nmoyeMy Thl HE XOUeIllb MTOKa3bIBaTh?

— ...

Mar — u Codms, HacCTYyNMUB Ha COOCTBEHHOE TUIaThe, Hauajla Majath. ApeH Npuaepxan ee,
TMOJIOXKUB PYKY Ha TAJIMIO M TIPUKaB K ceoe.

OnATe OKaTUJIO Yy:KMMU SMOLMSIMHU, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 K CMYIIEHUIO IPUMENINBAJIOCh KOE-YTO
emg. U 310 «emé» ocTasoch KapoM BHU3Y KUBOTA, CKPYYHUBAsICh B TYTOH y3eJl, U JbIXaHUEe BAPYT
y4YacTUIJIOCh, U PYKH HEITPOU3BOJIBHO CKAJIMCh CUJIbHEE.

«3ammTtHuk ! Mue kaxercs?..»

[TpuvuH He NOBEpATH COOCTBEHHOM SMITATUH HE ObLIIO, U ApeH UyTh PUKPBLT 71432, CTapasiCh
yCTIOKOHThCS. Pas, 1Ba, Tpu, YeTipe, MATh. .. OTCEUSHHUE.

OH OTKpBII 1132, BHOBb UyBCTBYS ceOs coboit, a Coduio — Codueii.

— 41 He 3HaI0 TOYEMy, — CKa3ajia OHa TUXO, He IJIss Ha Hero. Tosxe MelTajgack CIIpaBUTHCS C
smormsiMu. — [Ipocto HenoBko. OTHycTUTe, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, s OOJIbIIE HE MaJalo.

Otnyctuts? Ilocne Toro, 4To OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, I€JIaTh 3TO HE XOTEJIOCh COBEPLIEHHO.

— Xoporo, Cou. — ApeH TeM He MeHee pa3zkal pyku. — Jlymalio, Ha CerojiHs JI0CTaTOYHO
HesloBKOCTH. [Tokaskels MHe uepe3 napy qHeu?

Bonna obneryenusi.

— Iokaxy. — Codust mocMoTpesna Ha Hero u yiblOHynack. — IIpocTute 3a 3Ty ClieHy, IIyno
NoTy4nsIoch. S ot HeoxugaHHocTu. [Ipocto pucoBaHue /1711 MEHSI — OYEHb. .. JIMUHBIN MPOLIECC.

— 4 nonumaro.

— O 4ém BbI X0TeNIM TOrOBOPUTH? — OHAa YK€ COBEPILEHHO CIPAaBUJIACH C SMOLMSAMU U U3NTY-
YaJia TOJIbKO CIIOKOMHOE IPYKeTo0re U CUMITaTHIO, KaK OOBIYHO.

[ToroBopurs. [la, TO4HO.

— ¥V MeHs K BaM OJJVH BOIIPOC ¥ ofiHa rpockOa, Cocu. Hauny ¢ npocbObl. Bel MokeTe 1aBaTh
Arare ypoku urpsl Ha (poprenmano? 1 gymarto, eit 31o Oyzet none3Ho. Mul ¢ Bupmxunueit miianupo-
BJIU, HO HE ycIieau. AJIEKCY el paHOBaTo, a Arate MOKHO.

— Koneuno. — JleBymika kuBHyna. — HauaTh 3aBTpa wiu nonozxe? ¥V Hux xe... — OHa
yIBIOHYNIack. — Bpoze Kak KaHUKYJIBL.

— Ecimm Arara 3axo4eT — HauHMTE 3aBTPa, — OTBETHJ ApeH, paccMarpuBasi IyObl codece-
HUIIBL. AJible, 9yTh KpyITHEe, YeM HYXKHO Mpy e€ oBaJje JIMIa, ¥, HaBepHOe, OYeHb HeskHble. — Eciu
HE 3aX0YeT, HAYHETE Yepe3 JIBE Hellelu.

— Xopoto.

BHoBb kuBOK. U ynpiOka He rcuesna ¢ Jiuiia — UCKPEHHSISA, PaJOCTHAS.

3aluUTHHK, KaK ke Xopoiio, uto Codus He olIyIaeT ceivyac ero SMoIuu. ApeH 4yBCTBOBA
ce0s1 CryCTKOM ThMBI TTepejt JIydoM cBeTa. JKenaHue mprcBOUTh ce0e STOT JIyYrK ObUIO TIOUTH HEBbI-
HOCHMBIM. ApeHa Opocaio TO B Kap, TO B XOJIO/, ¥ MAJIBIIbI CKUMAJIHCH B KYJIaKU B OeCCUIIBHOM 37100€
Ha ceOsl ¥ CBOU YyBCTBA.

— Tak 0 4ém BbI XOTEJ M CIIPOCUTD?

JleBy1ika cMOTpesia eMy B I71a3a, KaKeTcsl He IOHUMasl, IoYeMy OH MeUIUT. A ApeH cliepku-
BaJICs U30 BCEX CUJL.
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OpuH mar, BCero ofivH Iiar — M 3TOT MaJICHbKUI UCKPEeHHUM JIyd cBeTa Oynet ero. Tobko
ero. Ml oHa HUYero HUKOMy He cKaxeT. [laxe He TTOTOMY, YTO OH TIOCTaBUT HA HEE MevaTh, a MPOCTO
— cama 110 cee. A OH XOTh HEMHOTO cOrpeeTcsi. XOTh HEMHOT'O UCKYMAeTCsl B 3TOM YHCTOM CBETE.

BHyTpu BCE npoxalo.

«Henb3s. Henb3s e€ Tporarb».

— 41 XxoTen cripocuTh, MoYeMy BaM HPaBUTCS MOSI XKeHa, — MTPOTOBOPHII ApeH, caM yIUBIISISICh
TOMY, KaK CIIOKOIHO M OTPEIIEHHO 3BYUYMUT €ro rojioc. — I MpocTto 4yBCTBYIO 3TO. BukTopus He
Bceria ObIBaeT ¢ BamMu cripaBeivBa. Ho Bel moueMy-To nopoit eii cummarusupyete. [Touemy?

— A-a-a, — npotsnyna Codwus nonumaronie. — Bce€ ouens npocro. E€ BemmuecTBo J1ioOUT
Arary n Anekcasppa.

Ona 3amoiyana, a ApeH MOMbITAJICSA 0OCO3HAThH STOT OTBET.

— U Bce?

— Hy nma. A storo mano? — Cocdus ynmusmiack. — Hy, ecnu Masio. .. Emé ona moOuT cBowo
paboTy, OYeHb yBIIeUeHa €10, Bbl HABEpHSKA 3HaeTe.

— U noatomy Tebe HpaBHUTCS MOsI jkeHa? — ApeH Tak U He CMOT JI0 KOHIIA MOHSTh OTBET
Coduu. — IIpocTo moTomy, YTO OHA JIIOOUT CBOMX JIeTel M CBOIO padboTy?

— Jla.

Kusok. Cyns no smormsiv, Codusi He BUeIa B TOM PEIIUTEIbHO HUYEro 0COOEHHOTO.

N Apeny 6e3yMHO 3aXOTeJIOCh CITPOCHT. ..

«Torga yto takoro ectb Bo MHe, Codpu? Ilouemy Thl... UTO THl BUAMIIL BO MHE HACTOJIBKO
3aMevareIbHOro? ! »

Ho on npomomnyai.

— Xoporo. Kaxercs, s nousut. i Het. — ApeH yemexHyJicsi. — [locmorpum. CriokoiHOR
Houu, Cou.

— CHoKOIHOM HOYH, Ballle BETUYECTBO.
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I'naBa 5

Hous co cpeapl Ha yeTBepr craiia nepsoi A1 Copuu Bo ABOpIIE, KOT/a OHA € TPYAOM CMOIJIa
YCHYTb.

Bcé nmpokpyunBasia B roioBe COOBITHS Beuepa, MPUIIOMUHAS], YTO TOBOPUJI MMIIEpATop, €ro
BBIpKEHHE JIMIIA, YABIOKY U rojioc. BcommHana, kKak oH BHE3armHO cOWIICS M Havyasl oOpararbest K
Hell Ha «Thbl» — 3TO OKa3aJI0Ch MPUATHO. OT *keJlaHu 1 HeMEe/IJIEHHO BCKOUUTS C ITOCTENIN U HApUCOBATh
XOTb YTO-HHOY/Ib Yecarch nasblipl, HO Codusi caepKuBaIach, NOHUMAs: €CJIM OHA 3TO CIeJIaeT, BECh
IeHb OyJeT KJIeBaTh HOCOM, a JUIsI aHbsIH TaKOe HEJOMyCTUMO.

Bb1110 4TO-TO CTpaHHOE, HEOOBIYHOE B TOBEAEHHUHU €r0 BEIMYECTBA CEroHs BeuepoM, Ho Cous
HHUKaK He MOIJIa OHATh, YTO UIMEHHO e€ cMyIaeT. MiMeHHo Tak — cMmyiaer. OHa BclOMMHauIa Y€p-
HbIE I71a3a ApeHa — el MOKa3aJIoCh WM paaykKa Oblia ImuMpe, 4eM 0ObIYHO, Takas OOMbIIas, YTo He
ocrasioch MecTa Oenkam? U romnoc, kak OyATO HanpsKEHHBIN, HATSHYTHIA CIIOBHO CTpyHA, — BCIIO-
muHas ero, Codus cMmymanacs. Bpoge HuYero ocoOeHHOro He MPOU3OIILIO, @ OHA OIyIaia ceds
Tak, OyATO YBHJEJa HEUTO HEJJO3BOJIICHHOE. 3arpeTHoe.

«EpyHpa, — gymaia oHa, Bopodasick ¢ oiHOro 0oka Ha apyroil. — Tbl pocTo nepexuBaelib
13-3a TOTO, YTO OH 3aMETHJI TBOM PUCYHKU. W monpocui nokaszars cBoil noprper. Bot u npuaymsi-
Baelllb».

Paccyxniennsi ObUTH BIOJTHE JIOTUYHBIMU, U CIIATh OYEHb XOTEJIOCh — BCE-TAKM OHA yCTaa.
Ho con ne npuxoaui. IIpomyuusimck Tak yaca noaropa, Codus Bcrana, Hajwia BoAbl B CTaKaH,
Hakaraja TyJa HECKOJIbKO KalleJb ¢Iad0ro CHOTBOPHOTIO, 3aJIIIOM BbINUIIA.

U TosbKO MOCIIE 9TOr0 CMOTIJIA YCHYTh.

VT1po yerBepra ObLJIO Kak JIB€ Kalljik BOAbl HOX0Xe Ha yTpo cpeapl: Codust TOUHO Tak ke ofie-
JIach, YMBLJIacCh, OBICTPO M03aBTPaKajla B CTOJIOBOM ISl CIIYT — HO Ha 3TOT pa3 ClIy’)KaHKa MMIlepa-
TPHILIBI K HEW He TMOCaKMBaIach, — a 3aTeM MoOekasa K JIeTIM.

Hacnennuku, Kak M HakaHyHe, HaXOIWIUCh B JETCKOM ¢ oTuoM. Ero Benm4ecTBo KUBHYI
Codum, nouenosas Arary u AsiekcaHapa v cpasy LIarHyJ B KaMMH, HE CKa3aB HU CJIOBa.

«XOTs YTO OH JIOJKeH Obl1 TeOe ckazath? — noaymana Codus U cama ynplOHY/IaCh CBOUM
MbIcisiM. — OH HaBepHsIKa YK€ BRIOPOCHIT M3 TOJIOBHI CiTyuMBIIeecs. Y puCyHKY 9TH — BUJIEI Be/lb
ropasjio Jy4lle 1 TaJlaHTJIMBee, pU ABOpe ecTh XyaoxxHUKHU! U To, Kak. .. Kak...»

ITpousnectn — paxe npo ceds, He BCIyX — «KaK CKUMa Moo Tauio» Codus He moria. OHa
MIOMHMJIA, YTO B TOT MOMEHT BCIbIXHYJIa OT HEJIOBKOCTH, YOBOJILCTBUSL M BOCTOP/KEHHOM HEKHOCTH
u 6os1ack, YTO UMIepaTop BC€ MpekpacHo noHsu1. [ToHsut, mpocto He ckasai. U cpasy 3a0bu1 — B
KOHLIE KOHILIOB, Y HEro xe Liesas Kyva jaen!

— Arara, — npousHeciia Cous, otogsuras B CTOpOHY TPEBOXKHbIE MbICIU. — TBOH INama
XOYeT, YTOOB! 51 yunia Tedst urpe Ha poprernuaHo.

— Oii! — JleBouKa yabIOHYIach U YyTh MOAIIPHITHYIa. — D10 310poBo! 1 51 X0uy. S BUaena,
KaK Bbl UT'paeTe — s TOXE TaK cMory?

— Cwmoxems, koHeuHo. He cpa3y, npuuércsa nocraparscs.

— 9710 ACHO. A...

— A #-9-17 — npoTAHY1 AJIEKCaHJp MOYTH OOMKEHHO, HaayBas ryosl. Cous omycruiiach
riepe]; HUM Ha KOPTOYKH U, B35IB B CBOU PYKH €ro MaJIeHbKHe JIaoIIKH, CKa3aJa:

— Tebe Hy)kHO HEMHOrO NOOXKAATh. TBOM MAJBUMKU. .. — OHA Ha4YajIa MOOYEPENHO 3arudaTh
NaJIbLbl HACJIEJHUKA, M OH Cpa3y 3aXxMXMKaJl, — eIllE Hel0CTaTOYHO Nofpociv. Ecim oHu cTaHyT
urpath Ha (opTenuaHo ceityac, OymyT 6osetb. Mbl ¢ TOOOM, AJIeKC, CTAaHEM PHCOBATh, MAJTbUMKU
OKPEIHYT, U Yepe3 napy JIeT Thl CMOXKEIlb YUUThCS BMECTe ¢ AraTo.

— Touno?
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— KunstHych cBoMMU pbikvMHU Bostocamu! — ckaszaina Coduist ¥ JOTPOHYIACh 1O MAKYIIKH MO/
cMex 000MX HACJIETHUKOB.

keksk

Codwust HeMHOT0 OIMMOIACh — BHIOPOCUTH U3 TOJIOBBI CIIyUHUBIIIeecs] ApeH He CMOT, XOTSI O4eHb
crapajics. Bripouem, crapasics He TOJIBKO OH: M OKPY:KalOIlKe ero JII0Iu, U MPEeICTABUTEN TOPTOBOTO
Y IUIIJIOMAaTU4E€CKOro KOMUTETOB, MPUILIEIINE HA COBELLIAHNE, U )KEHA — BCE CTApaJIMCh CAEJATh TaK,
YTOOBI Y HETO He ObLJIO BpeMeHH AyMaThb He To uTo 0 Couu, 1axke O Morojie 3a OKHOM ¥ COOCTBEHHOM
’K€JIaHUM BBIITUTD YALIKY Yasl.

BuxTopusi ¢ yrpa Oblia He B [IyXe, U OT He€ K ApeHy CIUIOITHBIM ITOTOKOM JIMJIOCh pa3/ipakeHue.
Mopiiiack, OH MOCTABWII IIIUT, & 3aTEM MMOUHTEPECOBAJICA, B UYEM /1e10. O CBOEM BOMPOCE OH TYT ke
TMOKaJIeNT, YCIIBIIAB PEBHUBO-O0MKEHHOE:

— I'me THI OBLT HOYBIO?

[Tonauany ApeH He NOHsII, TIOYEMY BIIPYT BO3HUK TaKOI BOIIPOC — OH NPpUX0oAn K Buktopun
JAJIEKO He KasK/blid Beuep, a JBa-TPU pa3a B HEJIEJTI0, KOI/la OCTABAIUCh CUJIbL. B ocTanbHble JHU crial
y cebs1. U 310 OBLT MOPSAIOK, HE M3MEHSIBIIIUIICS ¢ MOMEHTA 3aKJTI0OUCHHUS UX Opaka.

Ho Bukropus nponoskasna roBOpuTh:

— Korna s yknaaeiBajia Buepa jieTen craTh, Arata ckasaja, 4To Thl €Ill€ JOJDKEH 3alTH K
Codwum, moromy uto odema. Trl octascs Tam?

ITo Tomy, Kak 3aryzen sMIaTu4eckuii IUT, ApeH MoHsI, 4To BukTopuio ceifuac 3aauBaer 3J10-
CTBIO U pa3apaxeHueM. EMy u camomy ObUIO HeCIaIko.

3anmmTHUK, a Beab OH crmymui. Hamo Oblio cka3zaTh Arate u Ajiekcanupy... Her, He Haio
ObL10 BoOOITIe pasroBapuBath ¢ Codueit 0 BeuepHeM BU3UTE, HAXOSCh PAIOM ¢ HacienHukamu. Ho,
JIEMOHBI €T0 pa3/iepH, OH MPUBBIK TaK JieIaTh, Koraa padoran ¢ Bupmkunueit! M B ToM ke HET HU4ero
ocobeHHoro. Hy Korjia oH emé MokeT pa3roBapuBaTth C aHbsTH COOCTBEHHBIX JICTEH, €CITU He BeYepoM,
repesi CHOM, I0CJIe TOro Kak Bce Aefa yxke 3aKOHYEHbI ?

— Buk, He mynu, s npomry 1ebs. 1 roBopuit ¢ Codueii 1Be MUHYTHI, & IOTOM OTITPABUIICS
K cebe.

7Kena, nomxas ry0bl, OTBesa B3MIsII. ApeH B3JOXHYJI, TBITasICh YHITh COOCTBEHHOE pa3jipake-
HUeE, a 320[JHO MPUAYMaTh, 4TO eni€ cka3arb. Tak, 4ToObl He mpuynHUTh Cohrn Bpesa CBOMMU CJI0-
BaMU. MEHATh €€ Ha IPYIyI0 aHbsIH HE XOTEJIOCh COBEPILEHHO.

— Iocnymaii... ersam upaBurcs Codus. Y Thl cama HaBepHsIKa MOHMMAEIlb, YTO OHA OYEHb
XOPOIIIUH CTIEIUAIUCT, HaM C Hell ToBe3io. $1 He coOupaioch CoBepIaTh MOCTYIKY, U3-3a KOTOPBIX
MPUIILIOCH OBl €€ YBOJIBHSTb.

VBBl — keHa ycIibllliaia B TUX pacCykJIEHUSIX YTO-TO CBOE.

— D70 eMHCTBEHHAs IPUYMHA, 1a? A He OylIb OHA aHbsIH — ThI OBI €€. ..

— Buk! — 0T 3710CTH — €r0 3710CTH — LT 3a3BEHEN, NIOUTH Pa3pbIBasiCh Ha KYCKH, HO B
MOCJIeTHIO ceKyHay ApeH caepxaics. — [lepecrans! Uto 3a mymnsie pantazun?!
— Te6e ona upaButcs. HpaButcs xe?! — moutu 3akpuvaina Buktopus, MoBOpaunBasch K

Hemy JnoM. Ceifuac OHO COBCeM He ObLIO KPAaCHUBBIM — aJIble MATHA Ha IIeKaX, TOHKask HUTh BMECTO
ry0 ¥ puIllypeHHble, pa3apakEéHHble ra3a. — Hpasutcs?!
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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