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A. OcokuHa. «Bkyc nosibiHu»

I'maBa 1

Bepenup npocHysicst OT cOOCTBEHHOrO TUXOro BCKpuKa. Cepatie BHIIPHIrMBajio u3 rpyau. OH
JIeXa, TS/l B TEMHbIN MTOTOJIOK, M MBITAJICS BHIPOBHSATH pBaHOE AbixaHue. Bo cHe oH Bunen Hcxy.
OHa BO3IIaBJIsIa €10 apMUI0 HEKHMBBIX, KOTOPAsl MEUICHHO JBUTANIACh €My HABCTpeuy, M KaXk/bli
BOWH ITPOTSTMBAJI K HeMy pykH. Vicxa cMOTperia Ha Hero MepTBBIMU IJIa3aMH, B KOTOPBIX He ObLIO HU
eIMHOW MCKOPKY y3HaBaHHMsL. TOIBKO MOKOW U MOKOPHOCTb.

BepeHup ¢ TpynoM HpOIIOTHI BSI3KYIO CITIOHY, HO OHAa Kak Oy[TO JIMIIb Molaparajia cyxoe
ropiio. OH Hamynan KyOoK ¢ BOJOH BO3JIe MOCTENHM M CENal HECKOJIBKO PEe3KHX TJIOTKOB, YyTh HE
3axJICOHYBIIIUCh.

B ouare sipko ropen oroHb. Vcxa, xuBasi U HeBpeIyMasi, B OJHOW [UTMHHOW HOYHOW pyOaxe
cuziena y caMoro Iuiamsi, OOHsIB KojieHH pyKamu. OH Bujien ee 6e3ynpeyHblil Mpopuiib HETPOHY TOH
IHIpamMaMy TOJIOBUHBI Jinlia. Ee MUJIOBUIIHBIE YepThl, POBHBIA HOC, TOHKHE T'yOBI, JIOKOHBI, 3aIpaB-
JleHHble 3a HeOonbinoe yxo. OHa 4yTh pacKauMBaMCh, INISAs, KaK IUIaMsl MTOKUPAET TOJEHbs, U
HACTOJIBKO YIIUIA B MBIC/IU, UTO, Ka3aJI0Ch, Jake HEe 3aMEeTH/Ia, KaK OH IMPOCHYJICS.

Bepenup cMoTpen Ha Hee, He B Cuslax OTOpBarh B3I ScHoropsimmii! Boxe Bcemoryimmii!
YT0 TBOPUIIOCH C HUM, KOTJIa OH {yMat o Heii! Vicxa BbI3bIBaia B HEM CTOJIBKO YYBCTB, YTO MHOT/IA OH
XOTeJ1 Obl cOeKaTh caM OT ceOsl, YUTH OT STUX MBICJIEH, OT 3TOTO Kapa, KOTOPHIH MOIIOIAT U3HYTPH.
Ot mukoro crpaxa ee motepsATh! OH Tak 3TOrO CTPAIIMICS, YTO CHBI CBOAMIIHM €ro ¢ yma. [labipl
XOJIONEJ, TPSICITUCh PYKH U MOATHOATUCH KOJICHH.

Omna 6b1a ¢ HUM. HeckombKo JIyurH Ha3aj OH IS C Hell JIoke, Opajl ee HEMCTOBO, 10 KPOBU
3aKyChIBasi CBOM T'yObl, UTOOBI HE IIPUYMHUTH OOJIb el — Tak OH skenai ee. o 6e3ymusi. 1o uccryr-
JIeHU 1.

Hcxa otBevana B3auMHOCTBI0. Pajin Hero oHa nepecrynuia yepes cebst. Yepes cBoe pUpoaHOe
Mmupomooue. Yepes xenanue co3uaaTh, a He ryouts. OH 3HaJ, YTO OHA CHejana 3TO TOJIBKO Pajau
Hero. He pajiy KHSIKeCTBa, He pajiv IpaBUTeJIsl JIM KOro Obl TO HU ObLTO Ipyroro. Her, oHa nomoria,
4To0BI criacty ero! Y 910 yOusio 4ro-to B Heil.

[TpockInasck Mo HoYaM OT KOIIMAPOB, OH YacTo HAOMIOAAN OJHY U Ty Xke KapTuHy: Mcxa cMOT-
pena B oronb. He cBOIpIIa B3MIISI/ C OTHOM TOYKH, U 3TO Pa3beasio M3HYTPH ero camoro. Buzerts, kak
ee M3MYYHJIO YyBCTBO BHHBI. DTO Me/JIeHHO ryomio ero. OH MHOroe otnas Obl, YTOOBI TOBEPHYTh
BpeMsl BCIISITh U He 1aTh €l KOCHYTBCSI €ro, KOr/ia OH MPOITYCKall uepe3 cedsi Ty yOUNCTBEHHYIO MOIIIb.
Ou 6b1 noru6. 3Hasn 1o ToyHO. B onrHOUKY He cnipaBuiicst Obl. Hy 1 nemonst ¢ Hum! OHu Bee paBHO
noGeaum Obl. A Ta, KOTOPOW OH JOPOXKMUII OOJbIIIE BCEro Ha CBETe, ceiuac He yOMBasiach Obl Tak,
HOTEPsIB YaCTh JIYIIIH.

— CHoBa KoImMaphl? — TIIyX0 M OTCTPaHEeHHO crpocuiia Mcxa.

Oma Bce ke 3aMeTHIa, YTo OH OonpcrByeT. [JaBHo 3amermia. HaBepHoe, cpa3y, Kak TOJIBKO OH
BCKPHKHYIL.

Bepenup ¢ Tpynom nogssiics. Teno nocie cHa 3ajiepeBeHeNo, a HeIaBHO 3aTSHYBIIHUECs PaHbI
ellie IaBayu o cede 3HaTh. Vicxa HaoTpe3 OTKa3asach JICIUTh €r0 paHEHHUsI Maruei, HoTOMY YTO OH MOT
He Bbiepkarh. OHa CKa3asa, 4To BCepbe3 Oracaercs, Kak Obl ee BO3JEHCTBHE HE CTaJIO MOCTeAHeN
Karuied JUIsl Hero, a MoTOMYy JIeUMia ero ¢ MOMOIIBI0 TpaB M Maseid. OHM MOMOTrasi, HO TOpasno
Me/IJIeHHee, YeM eCJi Obl OHA TPUMEHSLIA CUITY.

JlecHuiia, He TPYASCh OEBAThCs, MOIHOCTHIO OOHAKEHHBIN mojioles K Vicxe u co CTOHOM cel
BO3JIC Hee.

— A THI OIISITH HE MOXEIIIb CIIaTh? — CIIPOCKII OH, KOCHYBIIMCH KOHUMKAMH MAJIbIIEB €€ MOJIOY-
HOI1 KOXKH Ha IUIede, C KOTOPOro CJIerka Cronisia pyoaxa.
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Hcxa TonmpKo B3I0OXHYJIA U, IIPUIBUHYBIIKMCH OJTHKeE, TIOJIOKIIIA TOJIOBY eMy Ha 1edo. OT 3Toro
JBUKEHUS y HETro 3aieMuiio cepiie. Kax/piid ee x&ecT, KOTOpPbIi MPOSIBIISUT €€ OTHOIIEHUE K HeMY,
OH TIepEeXUBAN IO MYKH TJTyOOKO, CaM YIUBJISISCH, YTO MOKET YyBCTBOBATh TaK OCTPO.

— 4 ycrana, Bepenup, — noce J0aroro MoJI4aHusi MOJIBUJIa OHa. — BoOT 31ech, — OHa npu-
’KaJia JIAZIOHb K TPY/Id, — CJIOBHO JIbIpa.

— 41 xaneio, 4To Thl IOMOIJIA MHE, — IrOpeyb, C KOTOPOU OH MIPOM3HEC 3TO, OCTATIACh HA KOPHE
sI3bIKA, KaK TMOCJIe TOW HACTOMKH MOJIBIHU, KOTOPYIO Aesasia emy VMcxa Jij1s CKoperIiero 3aKuBjieHusI
paH.

OnHa oTcTpaHwIach OT HEro W MOCMOTpesia OOJIOTHOTO IIBETa IJIa3aMH, B KOTOPHIX YUTAJIOCH

HeJIOyMEHHe.
— O uem TbI roBOpHIIIL, Bepenup? Trl Ob orud 6e3 moeit momoriu!
— Jla, — pelm He CIOPUTh OH C OuYeBHIHBIM. — HaBepHsika. — OH yJIBIOHYJICSI CaMbIMU

YTOJIKaMH TYO.

Hpixanue Vcxu y9acTuiaoch, OHa 3aTpsiciia TOJIOBOKM U yIapuiia ero B IPyb ABYMS KyJaKaMU.
He 60mpHO, HO orryTMo, BepeHup erne yaepxaics oT aeHusl.

— Huxkorna He roBopu Takoro! Ciipluiib?! — 110 ee 1ieKam NOTEKJIH ABE KPYITHbIE CIe3UHKH,
KOTOpBIE TIPOKUTAIM Ha cepiile BepeHupa 1Be KpoBoTovaIye mojaockl. — Eciu Ob1 ymMep Thl, 1 He
craia Owl kuth! He cMorma Obr!

OmHa Tpsicnach B HEMBIX PhIJAHUSIX, HAJICTEBINIMX BHe3aIHee yparaHa. OH CXBaTWI ee, KPerKo
MIPUXKAaB K TOJION TPYJH, packaumBasi, Kak peOeHKa.

— IIpoctu, mpoctu meHst! JleBouka Mosi, MaJieHbKasi MOs1, IPOCTH, UTO He yOeper OT BCEero
9TOrO, YTO 3aCTaBUJI Yepe3 BCe 3TO MPOUTH... — OHHU M caM OLIyTWJI, KaK IO IeKaM MeJJIeHHO
TMOJI3YT rOpsSiYMe Karuii, HO He CMaxXHYJT UX.

Hcxa mocrerneHHo 3aTUXJIa ¥ TIOAHSIA Ha HETO B3IJIS.

— 41 cama nHa 370 Non1a, Bepenup. U cnenana Ob CHOBa Bce TOUHO TaK ke, — ToJIocC ee 3Byva
TBEPIO ¥ HACTOJIBKO HE COYETAJICA C 3alljIakaHHBIM JIMIIOM, YTO y HErO Ha PyKax BOJIOCHI MOHSIIHCH
IILIOOM.

— Hcxa... — BBIIOXHYJT OH, HE 3Hasl, YTO M CKa3aTh Ha 3TO.

— 4 mo6imo Teds. Bornbiie ku3HM OO0, — MPOIOIKWIA OHA, U OT ITOTO €ro CepiAlle Kak
pbida 00 nen 3a6uIock o0 pedpa.

OHa BriepBbIe Mpou3Heca 3T0. Briepeoie ckazaia Beayx. Briepsole ocmenuiacek. U, HecMoTps
Ha BCe, YTO celyac ¢ HUMU MPOUCXOIIIIO, 3TO TIOJHSUIIO B HEM OTHEHHYIO JIaBUHY, KOTOpasi 3aXJIeCT-
HyJ1a ¢ rosioBoi. He kouTponupys cebst, Bepenup 3akmoum ee JUio B 00e JIAJOHH U C HENPEeOJ0ITH-
MOW kaXJ0i MPUHUK K ee rydam. Vcxa MCCTYIJIEHHO 3aCTOHAJIA, 3TOT TIIyOOKMH TOPJIOBOM 3BYK B
MOMEHT TEPEMEHMIT er0 HACTPOEHHUE, U OH MOBAIM €€ Ha KOBep, MPOIOIKast TUTh €€ TYObI.

— 51 mo6imo Tebs, mobmo Teds, ToOM0!.. — IIenTal OH MPSIMO € B poT, a JIAJIOHW CaMu
TIOTIOJT3/IA BHU3, CMUHASI MATKYIO KOXKY Yepe3 TOHKYIO TKaHb pyOaxwu.

Kto-T0 ene crbiiHo ockpedces B ABepb. Kak OyaTo korka. TolbKo B TOKOH K JIECHUTIE KOIITKU
HUKOT/a He Xoawnu. Vcxa mog HUM 4yTh B3APOTHYNA, OH OTCTpaHWICs oT Hee. OHU 00a 3amepiu,
MIPUCITYIITUBASICh. 3BYK TIOBTOPUJICS.

— Hcxa, — ¢ Toi1 CTOpOHBI pa3zajics MpUINTYIIEHHbIH rojoc bo.

Omna nozckoumna, Uila Ia3amMm xajaT, B KOTOPOM IMpHIIlIa BedepoM K Bepenupy, nmocie toro
KaK yJIOXWJIa MaJIbUMKa CraTh.

— Wcxa-a-a! — kantoumn oH. — OTtkpoii!

OH TO%e€ IUIOXO CIaJl ¢ TeX MOop, KAK OHAa OCTaBUJIa €r0 B JIEpPEBHE.

HNcxa Bee ke Hamia xaniart, a BepeHup B 310 BpeMs ObICTPO HATATUBAJ TPOCTOPHBIC IITAHBI U3
JIETKOW TKaHH, KOTOpble OH HOCHJI B CBOMX TMOKOsIX. BeibMa 3amaxHysach U, XOPOIIEHBKO MO/IBSA3aB
TOsIC, TIOIIIa OTKPHIBATb.
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Wx B30pam mpejicTan pacTepsHHbINA qpyKUHHUK. OUeBUIHO, OH HE 3HAJ, UTO JIeaTh C Majlb-
YOHKOM.

— Ipormy npomenus, rocnoxa Vcxa, s ToBOpUJI eMy, UTO Bac C TOCMIOMHOM JeCHUIIEH HeJlb3s1
6ecnokonTs. .. — OH UCITyTaHHO MTOCMOTpEJT Ha Hee.

IMoce Toro, uto oHM BMecTe ¢ BepeHupom crenam ¢ BparaMu KHs)KECTBa, OHA 3aMedaia Ha
ce0e Takue ke B3MJIS/Ibl, KaK PaHbIlle JIOBUIIA TOJBKO Ha AecHwIIe. Jlionu 6osuck ux odoux. bosuuch
TOTr'0, YTO OHU MOFyT COTBOpI/ITL.

— Bce xopormo. — OnHa y/neIOHY/Iach CTPaXHUKY M B3JIOXHYJIA, IS HA MAJICHBKOTO Hapy-
HIUTENs1 CHOKOUCTBUS. — bBo, Kak Thl y3Ha, rae 517
— $1... — MasBIII OIyCTHJI B3IJISIT, TOHKMMU MAJTbUYMKAMK TepeOs JIETKYI0 pyOallky, B KOTOpOu

OH crniajl. — [Ipocro 3Ha.

Ona onsaTh B310XHY/Ia. Ero map cran nposiBisTh ce0s varie.

— Toiinem, ynoxy 1eds cnatb. — OHa B3siJla €ro TeIuIylo JaJoIIKy B CBOIO.

— A TBI IOCTIUIIBL €O MHOM? — B0 yMoJisiolie ycTaBuics: Ha Hee, OKUjiasi OTBET.

Teno nocne npukocHoBeHui Bepenupa nmynbcupoBasio. OHa Tak keJjajia OCTaTbesl psAoM C HUM
B TOoT Mur! Ho cmoTpena Ha Masbiia ¥ MOHUMaJa, YTo €ro Hyk/1a BaKHEe.

— KoneuHo, Mol Xopoluii, KOHEYHO, MOUJIEM.

OHa xoTeJsia IPUKPHITh ABEPh, HO U3HYTPH JIOHECCS TOJIOC:

— Hcxa, uaure ciona.

— To1 yBepeH? — OHa 3amisiHy/1a 00paTHO B TIOKOU.

— KoneuHo.

OHa elnie HU pa3y He puBoAWIa bo B TOKOM IECHUIIBI, TOT TOJILKO HECKOJIBKO JIHEHN KaK Haual
MOHUMAThCS ¢ mocTed. OH TSKeNIO0 BOCCTaHABIMBAJICS, TIOTOMY UYTO, KPOME paH OT CTpel, ObLT
ocnabnen marueil. Bepenup mpormyctun yepe3 cedst CTOIbKO CHJIbI, YTO CaM €/JBa 9TO BhIHEC.

Bo crynan, 3aTpaBieHHBIM 3BEPbKOM KaBILHUCh K €€ Oe/1py.

— He 0otics, Bo, unu ciona, — yneiOHYJICS eMy Bepenup, u ot 3T0# yisiOku Ha aymie Mexu
4YyTh MOCBETIEN0. JlecHUIIa MoXI0nall Mo KPOBaTH, HA KOTOPOU ceivac Cujies caMm.

Ona Gostnack Toro, yto Bepenup He moiimMer ee, 60s1ach, YTO OH HE MPUMET MaJIbuMKa, YTO
OyleT peBHOBaTh K HeMY. Y Hee ObLIO CTOJIBKO CTPAaXOB M3-3a MX BCTpeur, HO Bepenup oTpearnpoBa
Ha ero MOsIBJICHNE B 3aMKe COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOWHO. OHU yCIie/ii MO3HAKOMUTBLCS B JIEHb €T0 Mpue3aa
HECKOJIbKO CeJMHMII Ha3ajl, HO OOJbIle He BUACIHUC.

HNcxa pazpbiBasiach Mex/1y IByMs BaXHBIMU B €€ )KU3HU MY’ KUMHAMU — MaJICHbKUM U1 B3pOC-
JIBIM — TIBITASICh YAEJATh BPEMSs U TOMY, U IpYyTOMY.

Bo nokocwuicst Ha Bepenupa, HO Bce ke MoJoIes K HeMy M BCKapaOKaJsicst Ha BBICOKYIO KPOBATh.

— Tebe npuBHaencs mioxoi con? — Mcxa JackoBO MOraguia MaJbuuKa MO OETOKYpPhIM
BOJIOCAM, KOTOPBIE TMTOJACTPUT KHSKECKUH OpagoOpeil.

OH nokauaJ roJioBou.

— Her, ne nnoxoit. Ho s Buaesn, 4to oH cKOpo npujaeT, — oTBeTui bo.

— Kro npuger, conupiiko? — Benpma noriaguia ero ro CrivHe.

— YesioBeK, KOTOPBI TPUBE3 MEHSI.

— Kyna? — Hcxa Bce 6oJ1bllie HACTOPaKMBaJIacCh.

— B TtBo# oM. OH cripsiTain MeHs TaM, YTOObl MEHsI He HAIIUT! TUIOXUE JTIOJH.

Cepatie KyBBIPKHYJIOCHh ¥ 3a0HJI0CH OBICTPO ¥ HepoBHO. Vcxa uciyranHo mocMotpeia Ha Bepe-
HUpa.

OH, I Ha Hee MOBepX TOJIOBbl peOeHKa, YyTh MOXKaN IieyaMd. o HUKOrga paHbIle He
TOBOPHJI € O KAKUX-TO «IJIOXUX JIOASX>», 1a U TOTO YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPHI 3a00THIICS O HEM, ITOKa He
npomnas, oHu OoJbliie He 00CykJai. MajbuuK ObUT HE CIUIIIKOM Pa3srOBOPYUB.

— B0, 3TO MpOCTO COH, HUKTO HE MPUJET.

— Ipuger, s 3Ha10. — Mauteli BAPYT yAbIOHY/ICA. — ThI yiuia, a sl TpyCTHIL
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— Tt 3nmiicst Ha meHs? — ¥V Vcxu coxumantach rpy/ib, KOrja OHa iymasa O TOM, 4TO IPUILIOCh
OCTaBUTh MJIbUMKA TIOUTH Y UykHX Jiioieil. Ho oHa He Mora B34Th ero ¢ coOoii Ha BoiiHy. He morna!

PebeHok cepbe3no kuBHYI. OHa B3/10XHYNA, YAUBIIASACH, IOYEMY OH TaKk CBOOOIHO TOBOPUT B
MPUCYTCTBUH Maslo3HaKOMOro eMy Bepenupa. C 1pyruMu oH Bes ceOsi COBEpILIEHHO 3aKPhITO.

— Ho norom TbI npuiiia Ko MHe, KOrja s ciall.

— 41 Tebe mpucHUIaCH?

bo cHoBa kuBHYI.

— U o 6b11 ¢ TOOOM. — Massi noepHyJicsi K Bepenupy.

JlecHuI1a HAXMYPUJICS.

— Th1 epernyTta, pagocts Mosi. — Vicxa HexXHO IomIaina ero 1o pyke. — Thl Beib He BUAET
Bepenupa 10 TOro, Kak Mbl IpUeXajiv B 3aMOK.

— Her, Bupen! — 3amportectoBan oH. — OH NPUXOAXUT KO MHE HOYBIO BMecTe ¢ TOOOH. A
MIOTOM 51 BUZEJ, KaK BHI. ..

— UYro Bupen? — Tenepb HaxmypuJicss BepeHup v npucen Ha KOPTOUKM HAIIPOTUB PeOCHKA,
YTOOBI UX JIMIA HAXOJMIIMCH HA OMHOM YpPOBHE.

Manpuuk noxain Iie4yamu.

— Tam Obut0 MHOTO TMoaen. M onun npamuch 1 nagam. — OH 3aMomyai, Kak Obl BCIOMHHASI.
— A NOTOM BCTaBaJIM U I1LJIM AAJIbIIE, TOJIBKO OHU CTAHOBUWJIUCH YK€ ApyruMu. — bo mocmotpen Ha
Hcxy HemHOro ucnyraHHo. — MHe OHM He IOHPAaBUJINCh.

Bepennp oueHb KpacCHOpeuYMBO INIsAHYJI Ha Mcxy.

— 41 ceituac, — ynbIOHY/Tach OHa Bo 1 MOAHSIACE.

HecHuiia Toxe BCTall.

— Hcxa... — Bepenup Oyaro nondupai cinopa. — 1 gymaio, 4To OH IMPOBUEL.

— OH — kT10? — OHa courypuiach.

— D70 OUeHb PENIKHIA 1ap, s O TAKOM TOJILKO unTajl. He yBepeH, HO, iymMalo, OH BUIUT OyayIiee
Y HacToslIIIee.

— OH elie CMIITKOM MaJl IJIs TAKOTO SIPKOTO MposiBiieHus 1apa. CKOIbKO Tede ObUIO, KOTa Th
TIOHSLJT, YTO BJafieellb Maruei? — 3atuenrana Vcxa, OHM OTOILIUIM HA HECKOJIBKO I11aroB OT MaJIb4MKaA.

— YerspHaanaTh, — 0€3 3aMUHKH OTBETHJI BepeHup.

— Pacckaxers mogpooHee?

— Ilorom. — BepeHup NOKOCUIICA Ha MaJIbIIlIA.

— Xopol110, HO eMy He OOJbIIIe MATH 31UM! — THX0 Bo3MyTHIach Micxa. — MHe ObUIo 1BeHa-
A11aTh, KOT/IA 51 BIEPBbIE OIIyTUJIA CUJTY, 4 OH CJIMIIKOM I0H! — 3aIipoTecToBasla OHa.

Bepennp tmxo 3acmesuics.

— UYro? — HenmoBosbHO OypkHYyna Mcxa.

— Tbl roBOpHIIIB TaK, OYITO YTO-TO MOXKEIIb C STUM MoAesaTh. Vicxa, aap MposBisieTcs, 1 Mbl
MO’KEM JIMIIb HAYYUTh €10, KaK UM I0JIb30BaThCA.

Omna B370XHYJIa, @ TOTOM BHUMATEJIBHO IJISIHYJIA B I71a3a JECHULIbI, B HESIPKOM OCBEILIEHUH OTHS
OHM Ka3aJIlCh TEMHO-CUHUMH, KaK TIOJTHOUYHOE HeOO, XOTs MPH JHEBHOM CBETe ObLITM HEOECHO-TOMY-
ObIMU.

— Mwui?..

— Hy... na, — HemHoro pacrepsicsa Bepenup. — OH BeJb Tenepsb. .. TBOU.

Onu HU pa3y He 3aTparuBaiu Temy bo, Oyaro o6a HaMepeHHO OOXOIUIIN ero CTOPOHOU B pa3-
roBOpax.

HWcxa npuHsiia npejioxkeHue KHA34 U MoyYuiia opUIUaIbHYI0 JOIKHOCTb KHSKECKOW 1IEH-
TEJIbHUILIBI, YeM OYeHb 0OpajoBaia He TOJMbKO Bepennpa, Ho 1 Meauky, KoTopast Aylu B MOAPYTe
He yasija.

Tenepp Vcxa xuna B OBIBIINX MOKOSIX JieKkapst PaTuypa, pacnopsikasch BCeMU ero OOJbIIMMU
3aracaMu JMKCUPOB U cHanoOmid. U psaom ¢ Heit — Bo. Boooiie-To, KHs3b BHIICIMIT MAJTBUUKY
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COOCTBEHHYI0O KOMHATY He/IaJieKo OT mokoeB Vcxu, Ho Bo 00BIYHO He XOTes TaM JIOIrO OCTaBaThCs
Jake ¢ HIHbKOMW, TT09TOMY MOUYTH BCE BpeMs BepTeJics PSAAOM C BeIbMOI. A OHa ObIa TOIBKO paja
sTomy. Korga 3ToT MasieHbKHIA YeIoBeYeK CTPOUII U3 JePEBIHHBIX KyOMKOB 3aMKH, TIOKA OHA T'OTO-
BUJIa OTBAphl M Ma3y, Ha JIylle Tervieso. M mosToMmy oHa He MOIJIa OTKa3aTh €My B €0 HACTOMYMBOM
JKeJIaHUH 3aChINIaTh ¢ Hel psiioM. EMy ClIMIITKOM MHOTOE MPHIIIOCh TIEPEHEeCTH B €ro BO3pacTe.

U Bot Tenepp 310. Jdap oTkpbuica. Mcxa Tak Hajesach, 4TO TO B3aUMOJIEHICTBUE C ee Me/a-
JIbOHOM — JIWIIIb CITYYalHBIN BRIOPOC CHJTBI, KOTOpAsk MPOSIBUTCS HAMHOTO TIO3[{HEee, KOorjaa oH OyaeTr
Oosbiie mornMath. Ho Her.

— U Kak THI K TOMY OTHOCHIIIbCS ?.. — C 3aMHUpaHUeM Cepjilla HaKOHeI[ PelIniach CIIPOCUTh
OHa.

— A Kak s MOTY K 9TOMY OTHOCHUTbCsI? — YIIBIOHYJICS iecHHUIIa. — Ecim oH gopor tebe, To
JOpOT ¥ MHE.

— IlpaBna?

— MBpI enie Masio 3HaKOMBI, — B3J10XHYJ1 Bepennp. — Ho, agymaro, Mbl ¢ HUM TIOAPYKAMCS.

Hcxa He cMorna caepskath ynblOKy. OHa XoTesa oOHSTh BepeHupa, Ho MOKOCHIIach Ha MAJTBIIIIA,
KOTOPBIT 3aHUMAJICS TEM, UTO pasryIsIbIBal pe3bOy Ha CIIMHKE KPOBATH, U IMPOCTO B3sJIa 32 PYKY.

— Cnacu60, — BBIJIOXHYJIA OHA.

— Jla 3a yT0? — Kaxercs, BepeHup JeicTBUTEILHO HEe IOHUMAJ.

— MHe oueHb BaXXHO, YTOOBI BBl 002 HAXOAUIKCH psiaoM. — OHa OMycTuIIa B3IJIS/.

Bepenup cokpatisl Mexay HUMUA PACCTOSTHHE U JIETKO KOCHYJICS ee I'yO0 CBOMMHU. DTO OBbLIO
BOJIIIIEOHO. DTO Kak/Ibli pa3 — BoymeOHo. Ho oHa He Moryia Mo3BoJMThL ceOe TaKoe MPU MaJTbUKKe.

— He ceftuac. — Mcxa MATKO OTCTpaHWIIACh, YIILIOHYIACh U TONLIA K bo.

Bepenup npuTBOpHO B3I0XHYJI U TIOIUIENICA 0OPaTHO K KPOBAaTH. 32 OKHOM HEMHOTO pa3BUjI-
Hesio. HeGo TOBKO-TOIBbKO TOCEepesio, HO PacCBET OIIYIAJCS HeAaIeKo.

— Jagaiite HeMHOro nocnum? — npeaioxkui Bepenup.

— 3pech? — He noepua Mcxa.

— KpoBars Gonbliiasi, Mecta BceM XBaTuT. — JlecHUIIA pa3Besl pyKH B CTOPOHBI.

— Wcxa. — Mabiin noieprai ee 3a pykap xajiata. — MOKHO MbI TTOCIIAM TYT?

ITO MOKA3aJIOCh e CIMIITKOM XOPOIIO, YToObI ObITh TpaBaoi. Korga orn ob6a ObuTH psIoM,
YYJOBUIITHOE YYBCTBO BHHBI, KOTOPOE OHA WCIBITHIBATIA M3-3a COAESIHHOTO BO BpeMsl OMTBBI, Kak
Oy/TO OTCTYMAJNO, a AbIpa B IPYy/AX TIOCTENIEHHO 3apacTaia.

— MoxHo. C Kako¥ CTOPOHBI KPOBaTH XOUEIIlb CTIaTh? — Cepbhe3HO CIIPOCHIA OHA.

Ho oteetuts 0H He ycrnien. [IBepp pacnaxHynachk Tak, 4YTO yAapujach O CTEHY.

— Bepenup! Ona cornacunacs! Ona coracunack!!! — Benukuii kasa3b TpoliTaH BeceHHUM
MOPHIBOM BETpa BJIETEN B TIOKOW U PE3KO 3aTOPMO3UJI, YBUJEB, UTO JICCHUIIA HE OJIMH.

Bce Tpoe pe3ko o0epHyIMCh Ha 3BYK. KHsI3b Ha MUT 3aCThII.

— IIporry MeHst TPOCTUTH, — CMYTHJICS OH.

KHs3b cMOTpe Ha TpouIly Tak, Oy/ITO HUKAK He 0Kl yBUIETh 37IeCh KOro-To ere. Bripouem,
HaBepHOe, Tak U ObUT0. BO3MOXHO, OH MOKa He MPUBHIK K TOMY, YTO Y BepeHupa KTo-TO MosBUICS,
Y TOT MOT 3aHUMAThCS Y JITYHBIMU JIeJIaMH, & He TOJIbKO rOCYJapCTBEHHBIMH.

— Tocnonaps? — BepeHup moackounia ¢ KpoBaTH M KOPOTKO MOKJIOHWICS. Ecim Tl cnac
CTpaHy OT HHO3eMHOTO BTOPKEHHUS, 3TO ellle He 3HAUUT, YTO MOKHO BeCTH ceOsl C TIpaBUTesIeM Hello-
YTUTENBHO. Jlaxke KorJa OH 3asBJIseTCSl Ha TOPOT CHAJIbHU C yTpa MOpaHbIIIe.

KHa3p JMIIb OTMaxHYJICS Ha 3TOT HEOOJBIION TMOKJIOH W cXBaTWil BepeHupa 3a Tuieuw,
PaIOCTHO €ro BCTPSAXHYB.

— Menuka cornacuiack crath Moeit skenoil! Hakonen-to! — 4yTh He kpuyain TpoitTaH.

— 9T0... — Mar He cpasy HallleJICsl YTO OTBETUTh. — IJTO IPEKPacHasi HOBOCTh, KHsIke !

BHyTpu Bce MkoBasio, Beib JeCHUIIA 3HAJ, HACKOJIBLKO qopora TpolitaHy 3ta sxkeHimHa. HaBep-
HOe, TaK ke Jopora, kak emy — Mcxa.
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— IIpumu Mou HCKpeHHUE M03/1paBieHNs], KHsike. — Vcxa Toxe MoiHsuIach ¢ KpoBaTH, IJIOT-
Hee 3aKyTaBIIMCh B XaJaT, U IPUOIN3UIACH K TIPABHUTEJTIO.

— Cnacu6o, Vcxa, — yneIOHYJICSL OH, M 9TO BBINISAEIO OYEHb paayliHo. — MHe Kaxercs,
TBOE MPHCYTCTBHE OIArOTBOPHO BIIMSIET HA MOIO OyAYIIYIO KEHY.

Bepenup omycTui rosoBy, 4ToObI CIIPATaTh YCMENIKY. YK OH-TO TOUHO 3HAJI, YTO 3TO 3aciyra
Hcxu. ImeHHO OHa Besia riyOOKHe U IONTHe 3a1yIIeBHbIe Pa3sroBopbl ¢ Menuko, yoexaas Ty, 4to
Teriepb OHA JOJIKHA AyMaTh He TOJIBKO O ceOe, HO M O IoUepr. A Hy KaK C KHS3eM YTO-TO CIIyIHUTCS?
OnHO 1e1o ObITh MOTHOMPABHON KHATHHEH, BJIACTBYIOIIEH 10 KOPOHAIIMK KHSDKHBL. [[pyroe — mpo-
CTO Matepblo HacieaHuusl. U na, HaBen Ha 3Ty Mbiciib Mcxy cam Bepenup, moToMy 4To He Tak TECHO
oOmasncs ¢ Meauko, 4ToObl IPUATH K HEH U CAMOMY 3TO CKa3aTh.

Bepenup Ha nepBoe MecTo Bcerna CTaBWi MHTEpeCHl rocygapcrsa. Beerna. Ho, kpome toro,
OH 3HaJI, YTO TOT Opak caesaeT ux napy eie cuactimsee. U cnaBa fcHoropsimemy, uto VMcxa npu-
AepKUBasIach TOro ke MHeHUsl. Kak-To HeHaBA34MBO 3a HECKOJIBKO CEAMMLI, IIPOBEJCHHBIX B 3aMKE,
OHa cyMmelia repeyoeuTh YIpsMYIo 1 HE3aBUCHMYI0 MeuKy, U4TO BBIATH 3aMYX 32 KHsI35 il HeoO-
XOIUMO.

Bepenup nykaBo risHys1 Ha VicXy, ¥ OHa OTBETHJIa €My TaKoM ke 030pHOM ynbiOKoit. O Hebo,
KaK OH Pe/IKO BUJIEJI Ha ee JIMLIE Takoe BbipaxkeHue! OT 3Toro XoTeynoch NapuTh BHICOKO HaJ, 3€MJIEH.

— Tak. — TpoiiTaH npuILypuJl OMH IJ1a3, XUTPO [IOCMOTPEB CIIEPBa Ha JIECHULLY, a [TIOTOM Ha
Hcxy. — Bl 1BO€ 4TO-TO 00 9TOM 3HaeTe?

— Hy... He Tak, 4TOOBI. .. — 3aMsIIach BebMa, eJie CIepKUBAas YIbIOKY.

— Crnacu6o Mcxa! — KHs3b MOPHIBUCTO OOHSIT €€, P STOM €€ TJla3a CTaIi KPYIJIbIMU, Kak
JIBE MOHETHI.

YV BepeHupa OT 3TOro ABUKEHUS EKHYJIO B TPYIU. YMOM OH IMOHUMAJI, YTO TO BCETO JIMIIb KECT
0J1arolapHOCTH, HO OH IIPOCTO HE MOT' BHIHOCUTD, KOTJIa ee KacaJics Apyror MyxunHa. Eie yetBepTb
IIENKY, ¥ OH OTOABUHYJI OBl KHSI351 OT Hee HACUJIbHO, HO TOT OTOIIIEJ CaM.

— He xouy nokazarbcsi rpyObIM, KHsIKe, — Mpou3Hec BepeHup, — HO moueMy Thl HE CIIUIIb
B Takoe Bpemsi?

— A, y 3narocnaBbl, JOIKHO ObITh, 3yObl peskyTcsi. CIUT IJI0X0 M HaM He jaet. Thl ke 3Ha-
elllb, YTO MeMKa HUKaK He corjlalllaeTcsl OTJaBaTh €6 KOpMWIMIAM Ja HSAHbKaM Jlaxke Ha Houb. Bee

cama. A s1, IpU3HATHCS. .. — TOMEJIMII OH, UCKOCA TIISIHYB Ha BeAbMY, OYATO periasi, CTOUT JIM NPy
Hell m3nuBath Aymry. — He mo6mo cnath 6e3 Hux. Bot u mydaemcst BMecte. — OH pasBen pyku
B CTOPOHBIL.

— 1 mpuroToBIIO Masb IS JieceH, rocrnoaapb. — Mcxa yxke HanmpaBWIach K JBEPH, KOrjaa 3a
HEl COpBAJICS MAJIBIIII, O KOTOPOM Bce Kak OyATO 3a0bUTH.

— Hcxa! — KpUKHYJ OH, HaBEpHsKA OOSICh, YTO OHA OCTABMT €0 C JAPYTUMHU B3POCIIBIMH.

OHa ¢ yibpIOKOW TIPOTSAHYJIA eMy JIaZloHb, MaJbUMK BIIENHWJICS B Hee. XOpPOIO, YTO OH IMOKa
CJIMIIIKOM MalJl, I1ITO6bI CUHUTATBCA MY)K‘IHHOIZ, HOIIYMZUI BepeHI/Ip, HECKOJIbBKO HEOJOBOJIBHO I'JIAOd Ha
TaKyIo MPUBS3aHHOCTb 3TOT0 pedeHKa K ero JI0OUMOH.

On paboras Hag coOOH, MBITasACh yOeauTh ceOsl B TOM, YTO Ha JIOTIO MaJIbIIa BHIIAJIO OYeHb
MHOI'O I/ICHI)ITaHI/II;'I. KPOMC BCEro Hquero, clIc OANH Mar HpI/I nBope HUKOIr'Ja HE 6yIICT JIMIITHUM.
Ecnu ero npasuiibHO Bocniutath. U gecHUIa Bcepbe3 coOMpasicst TUM 3aHMMAaThes. U Bee ke Kakasi-
TO €0 YacTh XOTeJa OOHATh VCXy M CKaJMThCS, KaK Iec, Ha JII000ro, KTO K Hel OCMENTUTCST TIPUOITHI-
3uthcst. OH U30 BCeX CUJT IaBUIT B ceOe ITO OIIyIIEHHE, HO OHO YIIOPHO HE XOTEJNIO MOKHUIATh €ro.

— A 9710, JOJDKHO OBITH, 50?

KHs13b cell Ha KOPTOYKM M YCMEXHYJICS1 OeJIOBOJIOCOMY MaJibiiily. BepeHupy Kaszajaoch, 4To
BOJIOCHI MaJIbUOHKHM CTAHOBATCS BCE 0OJIEE CBETIILIMU AEHb OTO JTHS.

— bBo, 310 Ham Benukuil KHs3b TpoilTaH, Thl MOXEIb Ha3bIBaTh €r0 rOCHOAAPh WM KHSKE,
— CHOKOMHO 00bsicHiIa Mcxa.

KHs13b crienai 1o, 4ero He 0%uIaja OT Hero BepeHup: MpoTsHY/ PyKy MaJIbuuKy.
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ToT, HeyBepeHHO IS5l UCTIOIOObS, TPOTSIHYJI €My CBOOOIHYIO JIaIONIKy. TporTaH akKypaTHO
CKaJl €e U OTITYCTHIIL.

— 41 oueHb paj, YTO THI TETIEPh C HAMU, — YABIOHYJICS TpoiTaH.

Bepenup yxe Koe-uTo ycrien paccka3arb 00 3TOM MaJIbuMKe, B TOM YMCiIe U To, 4To Mcxa npen-
nionaraet, OyaTo y Hero ectb gap. CeromHs ke OH caM B 3ToM yoeawscsi. Ho modemy-to aecHuiie
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO celyac MpaBUTEIb TOBOPUII 3TO OT YMCTOTO CEPALIA, HE AepKa B MBIC/ISIX TO, YTO TOT
MaUTBIII B OYyIyIEM MOXET ChIrpaTh OOJBIIYIO pOiib B KHsDKeCTBE. A BOT Bepenup myman o6 3ToM.
He mor He nymars.

— [IpaBna? — Mauteli mocMOTpe Ha Hero.

— IIpaBna. — KHs3b ynpIOHYJICS e11ie mupe.

— Torna Th! nourpaeiis co MHoOM? — bo cotypuics.

— bo! — Benonommnucs Mcxa. — YV KHA34 CIMIIKOM MHOTO. . .

Omna He ycnena JOroBoputh, TpolTaH IPOMOIVIACHO pacxoxoTaics. Majbuk cHavana HeJo-
YMEHHO IIOCMOTpEJI Ha HEro, a MOTOM TOHEHbKO 3aXMXUKaJl BMECTE C HUM.

— Koneuno, maseii! — [IpaButens norpemnan ero no xyaomy miednky. — Ilpuxoau yrpom ¢
Hcxoii B mokon k Menuke. f mourpaio ¢ TOO0M ¥ MO3HAKOMITIO C MOEH JIOUKOH.

— Y1poMm Ma3b OylIeT rOTOBa, — HEMHOTO pacTepsiHHO cooOmmia Kcxa.

— Ilpuxonute. — TpoiiTaH nogHsICA U B310XHY/I. — JlaJHO, BaM BCceM Nopa OTIOXHYTh, —
cKaszaJl OH MUPOJIOOMBO. A s TOWAY K CBOUM JICBOYKAM.

Korna nBepb 3a mpaButesnieM 3akpbliack, Vicxa u Bepenup ynuBieHHO NeperisiHyIUCh.

— D710 XOpowmui as/s, — 3akmour bo. — S cnate xouy. — OH 3€BHYI, OMNSATH 3aJIe3 Ha
KpOBaTh, YJOOHO PACIOJIOKHMBIIKCH HA MSITKOW TIEPUHE, U TTOYTH Cpasy ke 3acOrell.

Hcxa nackoBo yabIOHYIaCh, TS Ha CIAIIEr0 MaJIbuMKa, U y BepeHnpa cHOBa KOJIBHYJIO B
rpyau. OHa HEKOIZIa HE CMOXET CMOTPETh TakK Ha cBoe poxHoe auts. Ha ero aurs. ..

OH B3/10XHYJI ¥ OTOTHAJI IPOYb TY MbIC/Ib. BepeHup JaBHO CMUPHIICS C TEM, UTO U3-3a CBOETO
Japa He MOXeT UMeTh HacieTHUKOB. M Tonbko Mcxa Oynnina B HeM coxkasieHus 00 STOM.

OH mofo11eN K Hel ¥ MATKO MPUTSHYI K ceoe.

— Hagaii ciath, — ckazasia Mcxa, mosjoxuB rojioBy eMy Ha Ipylib. — A TO MHE ellie Ma3b JJIsi
KHSDKHBI TOTOBUTD HYXKHO.

— Ecnu gectHO, 51 3aHsiics Obl KOe-4eM JIpYTriM, — IIEMHY/I OH el Ha YXO, KOCHYBILHChH €r0
rybamu, oT OJIM30CTH ee Tesla U3HYTPH 3apOKAasIoch KeJlaHue.

Benpma XuxuKkHyIa, Kak MaJleHbKast A€BOYKA, U TIOJHSIA TOJIOBY, BCTPETHBILKCH C HUIM I'yOaMu.

— A MHe KaeTcsl, TBOIO KPOBaTh 3aHSUTH, — IIEMHYJIAa OHA €My B TYOBL.

— Ectb mKypa mMezBeas Bozjie oyara. — BepeHup JIETOHBKO JIM3HYIT €€ HIKHIO Iy0y.

OHa THXO paccMesuIach.

— A TBl HETOJHUK, OJHAKO, — IPOU3HEC]A OHA C JIyKaBbIMUA MCKOPKaMU B I71a3ax, a OTOM
yXe cepbe3Ho godasmiaa: — Ho mbl uzem npocto cnath. B kpoBats. MIHaue s ceiiyac ¢ HOT CBAIIOCh.

— 39X, — B3JI0XHYJI A€CHMILIA U IociieoBal 3a Mcxoil, KoTopas B3sia €ro 3a pyKy U noraiuia
K JIOXKY. — Kak kecTok 1 HeclipaBeJIuB 3TOT MUp!

— TloroBopu mHe ere, — npoOypyuana Mcxa u ynoOHO ycTpowsiach B Kosbile pyk Bepenupa,
OKAa3aBILKUCh MEXAY HUM U MAJIBIILIOM.
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I'maBa 2

Hcxa He Beerna Oputa 3agymunBa. Citydanich MOMEHTBI, KOT/Ia OHA BHIXOAMJIA U3 BHYTPEHHETO
KOKOHa. Torzia oHa 1IyTuia U Jaxke cMesiiach. BepeHup Bujiel, 4to el UICKpeHHe HPaBUTCS BO3UThCS
¢ bo. U psaaom ¢ ManbuikoM, Kak Obl HU OMIIO 3TO 110 CaMOJTIOOMIO CAMOTO JIECHUIIBI, OHA YIIBIOAIach
yarie BCero.

Marbliy HaHsIM yU9UTeNsl, KOTOPBI 3aHUMAJICS C HUM TUCbMOM U uTeHreM. Tenepb bo xoaun
HE B JIEPEBEHCKHUX OOHOCKAaX, a UMeJ COOCTBEHHBIN rapnepod, HUUYTh He Xyke KHsikeckoro. Mcxa
Kak/I0e YTPO caMa Iomoraja eMy ofeBathcs. BepeHup 3Hai 00 3TOM, MOTOMY YTO HECKOJBKO pa3
MIPUXOAWIT K HEl, KOrlla MaJIbuuK yKe THXO MocarnblBajl B CBOEH KpOBaTH, KOTOPYIO MPHIILIOCH epe-
HecTtH B okou Mcxu. MHave Bo npoceinascs u men ee uckatb. [locie Toro kak OH HECKOJIbKO HOUEH
nozpsz Oy Jaj Mo 3aMKy B €e TIOMCKax, ObUIO peleHo, 4to bo cnut ¢ Heil. A oTaenbHoe Joxe —
eMHCTBEHHasl YCTYIKA, HAa KOTOPYIO TMOIIes MaJIbII B 60pbOe 3a MecTo psigoM ¢ Mcxoi.

A noromy, kak Obl BepeHnpy HM XxoTesoch 4aine ObIBaTh C HEll HaequHe, MPUXOIUIOCh CUH-
TaThCsl C STUM MAJICHPKMM KOHKYPEHTOM. He To 4ToOBI IeCHHILY 9TO CHITBHO OECITOKOMIIO, HO MHOT/IA,
HECMOTPs1 HA MHOKECTBO BaKHBIX JI€J1, Telephb OH OIyIaji ce0s Oosee OTUHOKUM, YeM PaHbIIIe.

— Hcxa, Ucxa! Cmotpu, kakas nTruka! — bo yka3zain Ha Kpoxy, KOTopasi cejia Ha BETKY JIepeBa
B Cajly, e OHM 00elay.

SIpkoe onepeHue NpuBJIEKaI0O BHUMaHKUE, Belb OUTH BCE MTULIbl B KHSKECTBE UMEJH HeTlpu-
METHBIN OKpAaC.

— U npaBpa! — Bocxutuiack Mcxa, u BepeHup nouyBCTBOBajI, YTO OHa HAMEPEHHO IMOKa-
3bIBaET peOEHKY OOJIBIINI BOCTOPT, YEM HCIIBITHIBAET. XOTS OH 3aMeyall, YTO MHOTHE B3POCITIbIE C
AETbMU BeJyT ceOsi HEMHOrO MHaue, HeXeJl co CBOMMH cBepcTHuKamu. Cam Bepenup c¢ perbmu
paHblIIe He CTATKMBAJICS, TIO9TOMY HE COBCEM MOHMMAJI, KaKk ceOsi C HUMH BECTH.

— D710 1IypKa, B0, — 0OBSACHII OH CEPBHE3HO.

— Illyka?! — He noBepuJ1 MaJIbYMK.

Hcxa 3acmesiinack. Ha aToT pas oueHb uckpense. BepeHup ynbslOHycs, 114 Ha Hee. Ee paHbl
3arsiHyTCs. [IpOCTO HY’KHO HEMHOTO MOJOK/1ATh.

— Ilypka, Maspli, — cKBO3b cMeX NoBTOpriIa oHa. — IIlyp-Kka. Tak Ha3bIBAIOT 3Ty NTUYKY.

— A-a-a, — NpOTAHYJ MAJIbUUK.

[IThia ucnyraHHO BCHOpPXHYJA, MOTpeBOXEHHass BucrapTom, KOTOpbBIA cHemmil K HUM U3
3aMKa. [ 71115 Ha GecroKoiHOe BblpakeHHe J1La nucapsi, BepeHup noaHsuics ¢ MoK pbiBaja, Ha KOTO-
POM OBUIH paccTaBJIeHbI SICTBA.

— l'ocnoauH iecHuIa, — Havall apeHb.

— Yrto0 ciyunsocs?

— Ilpouwnraii 310.

Bepenup pasepHy:1 3amicKy 1 ObICTpo npodesxa mo Heit masamu. OH risiHy Ha Mcxy. OHa,
BU/IHO, YBUJIEB €I0 BhIPAXKEHHUE JIMLA, HAXMYPUJIMCh M MEJIEHHO IOJIoNUIa K HUM, NoKa bo yruieran
CJIQIKUI TIUPOT.

— Bepennp? — Mcxa BCTpeBOKEHHO MOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero, OyATO 3Haja, 4To 3TO KacaeTcs U
ee. Jlemonnt! Ecin Obl OH TOJIBKO OBUT OZIMH, TO BOOOIIIE HE CKa3asl Obl €fl 00 9TOM, YTOOBI JIMIITHUH
pa3 He TpeBOXUTh. HO OHa Tak BHMMaTENIbHO M TpeOOBaTeIbHO Ha Hero cMotpena!l Bepenup 3Han
9TOT B3MIAA. OHa yKe MOHsJIA, YTO 3TO He OOBIYHOE JIeJI0, KAKMX Y HEro cIydaercs MO AI0KHUHE Ha
IeHb. V1 OH He cMOXeT OTHeKUBaThes. [lepes kem yrogHo, Kpome Hee. A ¢ Heil OH ymel ObITh TOJIbKO
HACTOSIILIUM.

— Tuxuit Jlor. — BepeHup nokavas rojoBoi, CHoBa BUMTBIBASICh B CTPOKH.

INocne coxoxkenus Micxu OH OCTaBUJI B 3TOM FOPOJKE CBOETO yesioBeKa. Toro, KoMy Mor J10Be-
pATh. Toro, KTo Mor Obl JOKJIAIBIBATh O BXKHBIX BEIax, 0 OecropsigKax i BoJTHeHusX. Takue moan
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ObLIM Y HETO B KAXIOM XOTh CKOJIBKO-HUOY/Ib KPYITHOM TOCEIEHUM KHsDKecTBa. FIMEHHO 3TO Mo3Bo-
7151710 OBITh B KypCe BCETO, YTO MPOUCXOIUT B CTPaHe, ¥ BOBPEMsI HE TOJIbKO OTCJIEKUBATh CUTYAIHIO,
HO ¥ MEHSITh ee, ecliu TpedyeTcsl.

W ceftuac ero 4ejoBeK Mucaj CTPAITHbIE BELIH.

— Yto — Tuxwuii Jlor? — ronoc Ucxu ynai.

— He Bonnyiics, st Bo BceM pa3depych, 00braHble Oecriopsaku. B kakoil-to cembe Bpojie o0Ha-
PYXRUIM peOeHKa C MAarMYeCKMMU CTIOCOOHOCTSIMH U. ..

Hcxa kopiiryHOM KMHYJIACh Ha 3aIMCKY, BBIPBaJa ee U3 PyK M JKaJHO BITUJIACh B CTPOKH IJ1a3aMHu.
OH Bujien, Kak KPOBb BCe OOJbIIe OTIIMBAET OT ee JIMIIA.

— Cas. — Hcxa ocrynuiack, 1 BepeHupy nokasajiock, 4To oHa BOT-BOT ynajieT. Ho oHa ycto-
si1a, TOJBKO CKajla B KyJIake KJIOUOK OepecTbl, Ha KOTOPOU HAIMca Iy TOoCIaHue.

— Tl 3Haemb 3Ty cembio? — OH HAXMYPHIICS.

— He nipocro 3Hatw, s npuHUMaa storo pedenka! Boxe AcHoropsimmii! Tocnonu! Kakue xe
OHU u3Bepru!

B ee razax crosutu cnessl, 1 Bepenup roroB ObuT COOCTBEHHOPYYHO CHATUTh Bech JIor, TOJBKO
YTOOBI HE BUAETH OOJIBIIIE Y Hee 3TOTr0 BhIPAKEHUS JIUIIA.

— Hcxa. — OH B35 ee 3a 00e pyKH, CKUMasl B JTaJoHsAX. — Vcxa, CIbImIb MeHs?

Ona HakoHell MOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero.

— 4 moeny u, eciu ere He O3/JHO, CMACY 3Ty CEMBIO.

— To3aHo, cummkom no3aHo. .. — OHa ¢ 0OpeYeHHBIM BUIOM cefia MpsiIMO Ha TpaBy. — 1o
Jlora HeckonpKo JyurH myTd. Ecim rHath Jiomaneit — mycTb Tpu. TpH TOHITY OTTYAQ, TPU Terepb.
o meHblne Mepe 1ecTs Jy4rH, BepeHup, Mbl He ycneeMm. ..

OH BHJeN, KaK U3 OJHOTO I71a3a BCE ke COpBAIaCh CJAE3MHKA U, MUHYS ILEKy, yraia Ha CHHee
TUIaThe, OCTABUB TaM TEMHOE TISITHBIIIKO.

— HUcxa, He iaub. — K Heilt nopomien bo. Manbumk B3s71 ee 3a JiaIoHb, B KOTOPOW OHA CKU-
Masia 3armucky. bo pepHyscs u ynan Ha cnvHy. OH He mmeBenwics. Mcxa BCKpUKHY/IA U KUHYJIACh
K Hemy. Bepenup Toxe mocnenmi Kk peOGeHKy, Kak u Bucrapr. Bce oHu mbITanuch MOHATH, YTO MPO-
M30IILIO ¥ BooOIIIe, kB Jin oH. Ho Bo moutu cpa3y oTKpbUT I71a3a U cedl.

— Yro ciayumnock, Bo? — ucnyranHo crnpocuiia BeibMa, Tporasi ero JioO JIaJoHbIO.

— Mautbin riaver, — ckazajil oH. — Emy crpaiiHo.

— Kakoit M-m-Manbi? — y Micxu qpoxkana HUKHsIS ryoa.

bo noxain nmieyamu.

— CoBcem Manenbkuil. Bee kpuyar. IpiM. Y Masibiin ruiaver.

— Hcxa, oH MOr yBUAETh HeJJaBHEe MPOIUIOe WM Onvkaiiiee Oymyiiee, — MPearnoIoKIT
Bepennp.

— Wnm Hacrosiee. Toria Mbl, BO3MOXKHO, ycrieeMm!

Hcxa nonckounna.

— Bucraprt, He mor 6b1 ThI 0TBecTH Bo K HsaHe? OveHb Teds mporry!

— Hcxa, He Hy)HO TeOe exathb. S cam pazdepych, — ckazas Bepenup cepbe3rno. Ho oHa gaxe
HE MOCMOTpeJia B €r0 CTOPOHY, XOTsI MPEKPACHO PacCJIblIaa.

— MasieHbkuii MO, MHE HY’)KHO yexaTb HeHaoiro. — Ona B3si1a bo 3a mieun.

— Yro0sI criacTé MasbIma?

— Jla, 9to0BI CrIacTH Maiblllia, ero Mamy, mamy, 6a0ymKky u aeaymky. OHU Bce ero OYeHb
TOOSAT.

— Xoporo. — MaJlbuuK OIyCTHII IJ1a3a 1 B35UT 32 pyKy Bucrapra, ¢ KOTOpbIM OH MHOT/Ia TOXeE
Urpajl, a MoToMy He BO3paxkall, YTOOBI TOT YBEJI €ro.

Bepenup yauBuiics, 4To TOT YelIOBEYEK TakK JIerko caaics. OObYHO OH He oTxoaui oT Mcxu
HU Ha IIIar.

— Ckopee, Bepennp! — Hcxa B3siia ero 3a pyKy 4 HOTaIllMIa K BHIXOLY U3 CaJia.
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— Tebe myuriie He exaTh, — TOMBITAJICS €Ille Pa3 BO33BaTh K ee OJaropa3yMuio OH.

Ho omnoro ee B3misga XBaTuio, 4ToObl TIOHATH: €Cl BepeHUp X0oueT OCTaBUTh €€ B 3aMKe,
MpUJETCS MPUKOBATh K CTeHe B TeMHuIle. U To nasieko He (hakT, 9YTo oHa He BeiOepercsi. OHa yumiach
oOparmarbest co cBoeid cuoit. OH cam eit momorait. U nenana ycriexu. Takue, 4To MHOTJA JIECHUTIA
HAYMHAJI ee oracaThCs U BTaiiHe Oarogapril HeOeca, 4To OHa ero JoOUT, a He HeHaBuauT. He xoten
6bI OH UMETh BO Bparax CTOJIb OITACHOI'O HpOTI/IBHI/IKa.

— Jlagno, — cnasicst oH. — Jlaii MHe 4eTBepTh JIYUUHBI, 51 IOATOTOBJIIO BOKCKO.

Boina 661 Bosst Micxu, oHa BbUieTesa Obl M3 3aMKa POBHO B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia IIPOYMTAIIA O TOM,
YTO COTBOPUJIM JIOTOBIIBL. HO oHa moHnmasa: Bepenup npas, a motomy ObICTPO OTIIpaBUIIACh K cede
B MIOKOU ¥ CMEHWJIA CHHee OapXxaTHOE TUIaThe Ha Cepoe MEPCTSHOE, KOTOPOe He XKAJIKO MCMAavKaTh B
nopore. Yepe3 yeTBepTh JIyUMHBI, KaK U CKa3aJl JECHHIIA, OHU BbIE3KaJIM 32 BOPOTA.

Wx npoBoxan Toneko ButadyT. Vcxa 3ameuana, 4To mocjie ux nodeapl Haj 0ObeJMHEHHBIMU
BOWCKaMU UMIIEPUH U KOPOJIEBCTBA, LIyHIIa CTaJl OTHOCUTHLCS K BepeHupy ropasno Oonee Tepnumo.
Omna naxe ckazasia Obl, MSTKO, €CJIF OBl 3TO CJIOBO BOOOIIE MOXHO OBUIO MPUMEHHUTh K 3TOMY YeJlo-
BEKY C XOJIOJIHBIMH, KaK Jie]], IJ1a3aMu. B cBou 4yTh GoJbIlle MATHACCATH 3UM OH HE UMeJ CEMbH U,
HACKOJIbKO BHjIeJNIa BeIbMa, OIMHOYECTBO €r0 HUUYTh HE TATOTHIIO.

— Bepenup! — OKJIMKHYJ HIy#ila, KOrjaa KaBajabKaJa MOYTH MOKUHY/IA TEPPUTOPHUIO 3aMKa
Yyepes IJ1aBHbIe BOpoTa. Mar obepHysics. — bepern Moux peosr.

TOT TOJIBKO KOPOTKO KMBHYJI U JaJl KOMaHAy BCEM JIBUTaThCsl ObICTpEe.

Hcxa mpekpacHo moHumasia, nmodyemy Butadyt Tak roBoput. HecMoTpst Ha modeny B BOiiHe,
KHSDKECTBO CHJIBHO MocTpaaio. M Kaxaplil Xopoio o0y4eHHbI BOMH ObLT Ha Bec 3010Ta. Bripouem,
Bepenup B3su1 ¢ coOoit Beero ioxuHy. Ho 3aTo caMbIX yMesnbIX.

HNcxa cunena Ha cBoeit Oesoid ¢ ppiKMMU TATHAMU KoObUTKe. OHa He 3axoTesia ¢ Hell paccTa-
BaThCs, KOI/Ia Tepeexana B 3aMOK, CIIPABEeJIMBO PEINB, YTO Ty mociai el cam ScHoropsmmii. Tem
6onee KpannHka, Kak Terepb 3BaJIv JIONIadb, UMeJla OYeHb MUPHBIN HPAB U MOKJIAAUCTHIN XapaKTep.
WneanpHOE KMBOTHOE TSI HEYBEPEHHOTO B CBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX BCA/IHHKA.

— l'otoBa? — Bepenup nocmotpen Ha Mcxy, Korga OHM BeleXajld U3 CTOJIMLIBI HA TPAKT.

— A 1b1? — OHa nocMoTpeJia Ha Hero. — ThbI TOJIBKO OMPABWIICS OT paHeHUsl. Briaepkuiis?

— 3a MeHs He BOJHYHCS. — OH yabIOHYJICS OOHUMU IJIa3aMy M MPOTSHYN el pyky. Mcxa
MoKaJsia ee ¥ KMBHYJA.

JlecHuiia mogas 3HaK, ¥ HeOOJBIION OTPSI MYCTHIICS B OBICTPBINA TAJION.

Mbicnssvu Micxa Haxoquaach yxe He TYT, a B TIOCEJIEHHUH, I7ie TpoBesa JEeTCTBO U I0HOCTh. B
MecTe, YTO OHA CUMTAJIa JIOMOM, IOKA KUTENIU, KOTOPhIX OHA HE pa3 JIeunsa U cracaia ot Oef, He
nook ee. U eciiu Obl He CYACT/IMBBINA CITydail B BUJIE Y€TOBEKa, KOTOPBIN Terleph CKaKaJl PSI/IOM,
ee He ObLIO OBl HA 3TOM CBETe.

Oma 10710 IbITasIach 3arIyImTh B cede uyBcTBO 00u b, He HeHaBucTH witn 31moctu. Her. Ty-
Ookast 0012 Ha JIOTOBLIEB 3aJera B ayiie. Mcxa He moHrMalia, 4em 3aciysKuiia CToJIb CypoBOe HaKa-
3anue. Tenepp, KOrJa OHa JIydllle Bjajesa CBOel CUJIOW, BeAbMa MOHMMAA, YTO CMEPTh AEBYIIKH
Ha TUIOIIAM BOBCE He ee BUHA. JIuIb riiynoe credeHre oO0cTosATenbCTB. Ho 3TMM TeMHBIM JIIoAsIM
Ob110 HeBIOMeK. OHU He MPUHUMAJIH Japbl, KOTOPbIe Maru MOIJIM 1aBaTh UM, a IOTOMY O HUX CTOMJIO
npocto 3a0eiTh. Ho Mcxa He mora. Obuza 10 cux nop pasbesiana ee U3HYTpH, Kak Obl OHA HU CTa-
pajach 3a0bITh 000 BCEM, UTO CIIyUHJIOCHh C HEHl B TOM MPOIILION KU3HH, 10 TOrO KaKk OHAa BCTpETHJIa
Bepennpa.

B niiceMe ObLTH OMTMCaHBI CTPAHHBIE M HE MEHee CTpalliHble Bely. KTo-To 13 10roBieB o0paTu
BHUMaHMe, 4TO HaJl peOeHKoM ropxanu 6adbouku. la, 6ad0YKM B Hayaje BECHBl — 3TO JOBOJIBHO
peaKoe siBJIeHre, HO COJTHIIE TIOPOM MPHUIEKANIO TaK, YTO M MYXH MPOCHIaIich. [louemy ke 3T Kpa-
CHBBIE CYIIIECTBA HE MOIJIM MTPOCHYTHCS TIOC/e 3UMHeN cristuku? Y mouemy MecTHbIe peruim, OyaTo
3TO MPU3HAK TOTO, YTO peOEHOK — KOJIIYH, KaK MUcal YeJOBeK B muchme?

14



A. OcokuHa. «Bkyc nosibiHu»

— Bepenup, — He Boigepskaiia Vcxa, XOTsi pa3roBapuBaTh MU CTOJb OBICTPOM TEPEABUKEHUN
OKa3aJIoch KpaiiHe HeynoOHO. [Ipruxoaniock MoBkIIIATh TOIOC.

ToT nocMoTpen Ha Hee ¥ HaXMYPHJICS, @ IOTOM KPUKHYJT OTPsY:

— OcraHOBKa Ha JIB€E IIEINKH!

— Ham Henb3s ocTaHaBIMBaTHCS1! — yMOJISIONIE BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

— MBbI He MOXeM Bech IyTh JePKaTh TAKOW TEMIT, JIOHIaA ObICTPO YCTAaHYT, — OOBSICHUII OH.
— Tl 0 yem-TO X0TeNa CIPOCUTH?

— Tlouemy? Iloyemy Tak nmpou3omLIO?

Kaxercsi, necHuiia Toxe BeCh IMyTh Pa3MBIILISIT Hajl 9TUM, TIOTOMY YTO JIMIIO €r0 CTAJIO elle
6osee 03a00UEHHBIM.

— Tbl He XO4Yellb MHE TOBOPHUTH? — JI0Taanach OHa.

— DTO JIUIIIb MOU TIPEATIONOKEHHUS.

— Bepenup. — Vcxa misiHynna Ha HEero Tak, YToObl OH TOYHO TOHSUT: OHA OT HEro He OTCTaHeT.

— Tol Beb PO 3Ty CEMBI0 MHE paccKasbiBasia, Torna, JaBHO? Elne 10 poxaeHus: KHSKHBI
3narocnabi? O TOM, 4TO POJIbI OBLIH CIIOXKHBIC, ¥ TeOe MPUIILIOCh BpaueBaTh peOeHKa Oe3 amyJera.

BeapMa cepbe3HO KHMBHYJIA.

— Jla, s mopenuiIach ¢ HAM >KM3HEHHOM CUJIOMN.

— 4 nymaro, 9T0o 3TO MOIJIO MPOOYAWTH B HEM JIap, eciid peOeHOK W3HAYAIBHO OBUT K 3TOMY
MPeIPacoIOKEH.

— Tw1 gymaens, oH ipaBja Biaaaeet marueit?! dcnoropsimuii! I BooO1e He 00 3TOM cIiparu-
Basia. Kak Tak moiy4usiocsk, 4To JIOrOBIbl Hanau Ha 3Ty ceMblo? Kak Tak Morsio npou3onTu?

— Jloboe neiicTBue umeet nocieacTsus, Mcxa. — BepeHup ocraBascs o4eHb cepbhe3eH.

— Borock, 4To He TOHUMAI0 TeOS.

OH TsKeNo B3I0XHYJ, JISTOHBKO MOTHPAsi MECTO PaHEHHUS.

— Kro 3Ha11 0 TOM, uTO THI IOMOTJIAa C3e npu popax?

— Jlymaio, HUKTO He AeJal U3 3TOro OOJIbIION TaiHbL. [Ja 1 MHE Mociie 3TOro Mojapuin Tpex
kopoB. Ecnut ObI 3TO CKpbIBaJM, TO 0O0IUIMCH Obl 3010THIMH KyHHIIaMU. U K "emy Tl Begenib? Ko
MHE TI0JIOBHHA MTOCEJIeHUsT oOpalanach 3a moMoipio. Eciu Obl Hanagam Ha Bcex, KOro sl BbUICUHIA,
camu ceds1 noyouBasu Obi!

— Thl HEe TPOCTO BBUTEUMIIA IUTS, THI CAMA CKa3aJia, YTO MOAIENIUIACH C HUM KU3HEHHOU CHIION.

— B mo6om cityyae Marusi He MOKET MPOSIBUTHCST HACTOJIBKO paHo, Bepenup!

Hcxa HaunHasa MaHUKOBATh, TIOTOMY YTO €CJIM B peOeHKe AEHCTBUTEHHO €CTh CUIIA, B €€ MPo-
OyxJeHur BUHOBaTa oHa. Eciii Obl TOJTBKO B TOT pa3 OHA ycresia HamuTaTh 6a0yIKUH aMmyJieT!

— Ckonbko pebeHKy ceituac?

— Eme Her u rofa, yepes napy ceIMUIL JOJIKEH UCHIOTHUTBCS.

— [a, panoBaro, — 3agymavicsi Bepenup u nmogormren k Mcxe, 4ToObl TOMOYb CHOBA 3a0paThCst
Toi Ha KpanuHky u npogonkuts myts. — Ho HET HU4ero HeBO3MOKHOTO.

JlecHuI1a TIOJIOKWIT JIAIOHU Ha Tanuio Mcxu v 3arisiHyo1 eil B r1aza.

— He xopu ce0s1.

— Ecnu s1 BUHOBaTa B 3TOM, TO €ro MOTyT YOUTb U3-32 MeHs1!

— Be3 1ebs ero He ObLIO OBl HA 3TOM CBeTe, MUJIasi. — BepeHup JOTpoHYJICs JI0 ee JIOa CyXuMu
ry0aMu ¥, 9yTh CKPUBUBIINCH OT OOJH, TIOACAIUIT HA JIOMIAb.

— D10 Mor OBl cAeNaTh U KTO-TO U3 JPYKUHBI, — HEJOBOJIBHO MpOBOpYaia BelbMa. — Thi
elle HeJOCTAaTOYHO ONPABUJICS OT PaHEHHSI.

— 41 cam B cOCTOSIHUM TTOMOYb CBOEH JKeHIMHE, — oTpe3an Bepenup. [Ipo3Byyano rpydo, HO
OT 3THX cJioB BHyTpH Mcxu paznuiock Terio. OHa Bujiena, Kak OH Ha Hee CMOTPHT, U He TIOHUMAJIa,
YeM 3acTy’Kuia Takoe BocxuieHue. MHoraa el gaxe CTaHOBIIIOCh He 10 ce0e OT ero B3IJISIOB.

— Brnepen! — ckoMaHIOBaI IECHUIIA, KOT/IA BCE 3aHSII MECTa BEPXOM.
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Onu exayiu B camoe nekJio onacHoctu. Y Mcxa crpaiimiack Toro, 4To MOXET MTPOU30MTH, TIOKa
UX TaM HeT.

Bech ocraBimiics myTh OHa MBICJIEHHO TOATOHSUIA JIoMma e, YToOs! nonacts B Tuxuit Jlor kak
MO’HO CKOpEe.

Hamanmu #a cembio. Hamamu. Kak mamammn? B mmceMme He cooOIaaoch, Kak MMEHHO, U 3TO
nyrajgo. OnHO Aeno, ecind MyXHUKH MOJEepyTCs Ja pa3oiIyTcs, COBCEM JApPYroe — €Clii TO, O YeM
aymana Mcxa. U eme 310 TO /i1 BUIEHUE, TO JIM Iipeficka3anue bo... BHyTpu Bce nepeBopaunBaioch.

Bor u 3nakomas popora. Cepaue 3akonosno. OHa He Oblia 371ech yke BoceMb JiyH. Mcxa crpsi-
TaJ1a BOJIOCHI IO KAITIOLIOH, HATSIHYB €ro MoYTH 10 caMoro Hoca. OHa He X0Tesa, YTOOBl KTO-TO Y3HAT
ee. JlJ1s1 1OroBLEB OHA JaBHO MEPTBA.

BocrnoMuHaHus Tak 1 Jie3/M B rojioBy. Bee kazanock 1o 60y 3HakoMbiM. HacTosbko, 6y1to oHa
TOJIBKO BU€pa MOKMHYJIa 9TO MecTo. ByTo He ObLI0 3TOM 10/1T0i 3uMBI, BcTpeuu ¢ bo, BoccoequHeHu st
¢ Bepennpom u crpaninoii 6utsbl. Bynro Mcxa He yuacTBoBaia B yOMICTBE THICSY YEJIOBEK.

Her! He Bpemsi ceituac coxaners Hu 0 ueM! OHa 06s13aHa yerneTs cniacty ux ! Ca1o, ee moosIero
MyKa, ero poguresnieid. XoTh Obl HE OKa3aJI0Ch MO3JHO!

OpHaKo Kak TOJIBKO OHU NEPECEKIM TopoAcKkue BopoTa, Mcxa nonsna: onu He yenenu. Cepaue
YLUIO B NATKU. YepHbIi AbIM BaJIWJI C TOM C TOM YJIMILIBL, /1€ KWJIa HY)KHasl UM CEMbsI.

Jlomaay ObUTH B MEHE, OTHAKO OTPSL JIUIIb HEMHOTO 3aMeJUTAT JBMKEHHE, TIOUTH He CHUXKasI
CKOPOCTb.

— Tyna! — Benpma MaxHysia pyKod B CTOPOHY AbIMA.

— 4 norapancs, — nporeann BepeHup, HarpaBUB OTpSiL.

[NouTty cpasy U3 KaKOro-To TEMHOTO Mepey/iKa K HUM BbIOEkKal MaJIbUHIIKA.

— Tlocrionun gechuia! T'ocnonun nechuna! locropya Panxod cka3ai mpoBOAUTH TeOs, eciu
THI pUeaelIb! § 3Ha0 KOpOTKyIo fopory!

Bepenup Ha X0y MpOTSIHYJT MAIBYUKY PYKY, TOT 3ACKOYMJI K HEMY Ha KOHSI.

— TlokazbiBaii!

Ha ynuiax okasanoch coBceM mycto. TonpKo Opossiune KOThI MPOBOXAIN CTPAHHYIO KaBalb-
KaJly CBEPKAIOIIMMHU I71a3aMU B JIy4ax 3aXOfsIero BECEHHEero coyHma. Korma BcalHUKU CBEpHYIH B
ouepe/iHOM nepeyIiok, Mcxa yciplimana MHOkecTBO ronocoB. U 3anax. CuiibHbIN 3anax rapu. B ropre
3anepmwio. Eiie yeTBepTh MIENKHM — 1 OHM OKa3auch Ha mMecte. JIionu, yBUieB OoTpsi] BOOPYKEH-
HOW KHSIKECKOU JPYKUHBI, pACCTYITWIIUCD, 1aB UM IPOEXaTh.

— WMmenem Benmukoro kus3si! — Bo3Bbicuil rosioc Bepenup. — I'ie Bar rosiosa?

[Moutu cpasy ke Briepe/] BbIlesl He3HaKOMBIH Mcxe My xkunna. Xy[ao#, OJieTHBIH, CJIOBHO TIOKOM-
HUK, C PbDKUMH YCAMH U TIIIEHUYHBIMU PEIKAMH BOJIOCAMHU.

— 41, r-r-rocrioguH, — MPOOJIEST OH.

— TlocrioauH necHuIa, Kypbsi TBOs Oarika! — psIBKHYJI HA HETO OfIMH U3 APYKUHHUKOB.

Hcxa He 3Hama, 4TO YeJOBEK MOKET ObITh OJIe/IHee CHEera, HO HOBBIH I'OJIOBA CMOT CTaTh TAaKUM.
Brpouem, noka BepeHup cTajnbHBIM rOJI0COM OIpalIMBal IJ1aBy MOCEJIEHUs O TOM, UTO 3/1€Ch IPO-
M30IIUI0, OHA OT/eNIIIach OT HUX. Crenmach ¢ KOObUTbI 6€3 BCSKOHM MOMOIIH U, 3aBOPOKEHHO TJISIIs
Ha TBUIAIOIINE CTEHBI OOJIBIIIOTO IEPEBSIHHOTO JoMa, TPUOIN3UIACh K HEMY.

Bosnayxa He xBartasio. BriepBbie mocjie coOCTBEHHOTO COXKEHHS OHA BHJIE/Ia TAKOW OTPOMHBIN
oronb. He uyBcTBOBaNa pyk M HOr. Bee CI0BHO mepectalio cyiiecTBoBaTh. JIoau BOKPYT MPUTUXIIA
Y CMOTpEJIU TOJIbKO Ha JIECHULLY U TOJIOBY, HE 3aMeuasi BEIbMY.

Onu onozganu. Onozaanu. Ee BuHa. T1asblipl KOCHYJIMCH KaTUTKHU.

— Hcxa! Croii!

Bepenup BBITAHYN pyKy, Kak OyATO XOTel 3a7epkarh ee. Bokpyr Hee B3METHYJICS HE MONMHU
OTKyJa B3sBIIMICS BeTep. OH cOPOCHI ¢ Hee KaIloIIoH, OOHAKMB MEHbIE JIOKOHBI, KOTOPBIE HU C
YbUMHU APYTUMH CITyTaTh HEJb3S.
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JloroBupl mouty opHOBpeMEHHO axHyau. CTOH yauBJIEeHMs NMpokatwics no toine. Jloaw,
MOI00HO MOPCKOM BOJIHE, OTCTYIIMIIM OT Hee, 00pa3oBaB IyCTOe IPOCTPAHCTBO.

— UYyp, MeHs, uyp! — KpaeM co3HaHMs BocnpuHUMaia Vcxa ucmyraHHble rojoca BOKpPYT.

— Tlokoitnuiia!

Bepenup criemmBaics, korga oHa 00epHYyJIach KO BCeM, KTO cMOTpen Ha Hee. M B ra3ax abco-
JIIOTHO KaKAOTO YMTANICSA QUKW yxkac. [la, onu y3Hamu ee. He Moriu He y3HaTh.

CJ0BHO €TO#1 Ha ClieHe, OHa OTKMHYJIa CO LIEKU BOJIOCHI, OTKPBIB CBOM LIpambl. HOBBIN cTOH
IIPOHECCs 1O TOJIIE.

— Yro BHI crienanu? — OHa MPOU3HECIA 3TO TUXO0, HO He OBUIO YeJIOBEKa Cpe/ii COOPaBIIMXCH,
KTO MOT' ObI 9TOTO HE YCIBIIATh, HECMOTPSI HA BOW OTHs, OYLIYIOIIETo 3a €€ CIUHOW. — YTO BBI
crnenanu?! — MmoBTOpUia OHa TPOMYE.

Bce momuamu. U Te, KTO CTaJKMBAJICS B3IVISIOM C ee OOJOTHBIMM IJIa3aMH, OIYCKasl CBOM.
[IpsiMo Kak B ObLJIbIE BpeMeHa, KOrJja OHA JKHJIa CPeIU STHX KECTOKOCEPABIX TITyIIIOB.

I'neB nblIan B ee rpyau Tak ke SpKo, KaKk U OTOHb B IIPOMABLIEM KUJIMILE.

— I'ne cembst, KOTOpasi xKujia B 3TOM JIoMe? — CIIPOCUII rosioBy Bepenup.

Myxu40oK Bech cxaiics. B mpyrux odcrostensctBax Vcxa paxe noxanena 6u1 ero. Ho He ceid-
yac. B TOT MOMeHT OHa rotoBa OblTa COOCTBEHHOPYYHO 3aKHU/IBIBATh BCEX U KAKIOTO B STOT OTOHb.

— T-T-TaMm, roCIO/IMH JIECHULIA, — 3aUKAaJICS OH, [T0Ka3aB B CTOPOHY JIOMA.

Ha mur cHoBa Bouapuiace tuivHa. M BAPyr Bee SICHO yCTbIIaly OTYasiHHBIN IETCKUNA KPUK.

V Ucxu pacimpuiuch miaza. OHa KMHYJach Yyepe3 KaIUTKy. BepeHup — 3a Hel.

— Ucxa, croit! — OH He ycrieBa, oHa Oexkaja K MbUIAIIIEeMY KITUIILY.

— He npubnuxkarbcsi! — KOMY-TO cKa3aJl OIUH UX JIpykuHbl, Vcxa He crtasia 000paunBaThCsI.

Bo nBope jnexast MepTBbId My)KYMHA C TIPOJIOMJIEHHBIM uepernoM. Vcxa He Bujena Jmna, HO
cefible BOJIOCHI COOOIIMIIM €/ O TOM, 4TO 3TO cBekop Cau. Bepbma Juiis oHaX bl BUIEA €ro Meslb-
koM. Bo3ssie capas nexana sxeHiuHa. VMcxa cpa3y y3Hajia B Heil BJIaCTHYIO CBeKpoBb Can. Bugumbix
MOBPEXkJICHUI Ha TON He ObUIO, pa3Be YTO B3JI0XMAUYEHHBIE, CIOBHO CO CHA, BOJIOCH Pa3METATUCH T10
rpsi3HOM 3emiie. Cylsl MO HeecTeCTBEHHOM M03e, yMepiia OHa B HEPABHOW CXBaTKe, CKUMasi B pyKe
Jonary.

Onu noru6mm B cpaxenuu. [lorn6mnm, 3amuimas BHyKa.

Hcxa BhITSIHYIA pyKY, Y NONYUCT/IEBIIAs ABEPb BbUIETENA HAPYKY, PACCHINIABIINCH HA MEJIKHE
yriu. W3HyTpr BoipBavics ctond miamend. Ho Mcxa He otmatHynack. Ee miieun Hakpbiid CHITbHBIE
PYKH.

— Trl He mpopBelIbCs CKBO3b OIOHb! — cKa3asl BepeHup, 1 B €ro ronoce oHa Ciblana cTpax.

— 3Ha4YMT, HaM HYKHO €ro MoracuTh, — C JIEASHBIM CIIOKOMCTBUEM 3aMETUJIA OHA.

— MBI 00a elrie He BOCCTaHOBIJTMCH TIOCTIe OUTBBI. — JIeCHUIIA TSHKEITO JbIIal, BUTHO, OexKall,
YTOOBI YCIIETh OCTAHOBUTH €€.

— Ilomoru MHe, WM s cama, — IIPOXpuUIiesia oHa. ['oyoc He cmymascs.

XBana HeOecam, Bepenup He ctasn cioputh. OH 3a1enTain 3akJIMHaHUEe, KOTOPOe 0OBIYHO MpH-
MEHSUIOCh JJIsl TOTO, YTOObI TOTYIIMTh CBEYM WM JaMIibl. TOJBKO €Chy AJIsl CTOMb HEOOJBIOro
OTrOHBbKA MOYTH He TPeOOBAJIOCh YCHIIHIA: OJHO CJIOBO WJIM AaXe IIETYOK MaJIbIEeB C HY’KHBIM Hamepe-
HHEM — TO JIJIs1 TOTO YTOOBI TIOTACUTh TAKOE IJTaMs1, HYKHO OBbLJIO TIPHJIOKUTH rOpa3zio OOJIbIe Tpyaa.

HNcxa 3Hana sto 3akivHaHue. Bepenup yuun ee, 1aBai nojie3Hble KHUTU. PaHbile oHa noyru
HUKOI/Ia He TI0JIb30BaJach Marn4ecKumMu (hopMysiaMu, Bcerja 100MBajiach TOro, YTo HYXKHO, JIUIIb
noxesnas. Ho oH mokasait eif, HaCKOJIBbKO OOJTbIIIe BOZMOKHOCTEH OTKPBIBAIOT 3aKJIMHAHUS. Clienalib-
HBIMH CJIOBaMH ¥ CJIOBOCOYETAHUSIMHA MOKHO OBUIO TOOUTHCS ropaszio Oosiee BIeYaTIsIONIUX Pe3yiib-
TaTOB.

W ona, Kak BO BpeMsi OMTBBI, IPUHSIACH TIOBTOPSITH 3aKJIMHAHKE, TPUCOSTUHUBIINCDH K JeC-
nure. Cnepa HUYero He nmpoucxoauso. Ho sto Owuta Tonsko Bunumocts. Ha camom nene Mcexa omry-
mana 1ot oronb. OHa Kak OyITO cama IpeBparuiach B miams. M dyBcTBOBasia, 4TO OHO TepsieT
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cuity. PeB cTuxuu 1 Tpeck AepeBa 3aThxall, Ho U peOeHKa OHM OoJbliie He cibiiany. OHaKo cTpax
yuien. Kak Tobko ee TesioM 3aBiajiesia Marusi, Bce epexuBaHus Kyga-To nponauu. Mcxa noeropsiia
Y NOBTOPsIJIa 3aKJIMHAHKE T10 KPYTy, MOKa NOCAeqHUI yrojek He rnorac. OT Joma MUCXonul kap, HO
yXe He youiicTBeHHbI. OTOBCIONY MOJHUMAITUCH CTPYHKH JIbIMA.

— [lopa. — HMcxa npekparnia YTeHUe 3aKJIMHAHUA.
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I'nmaBa 3

— Her! — Bepenup kpenue cxan ee ieud. — He Tbl. D10 Bee eme oyeHb onacHo! [lepeBo
CITUIIIKOM 0Oropesio, Bce MOXeT pa3pyluTbCs B TOOON mur!

— OTnpaBuiib Ha CMEPTh KOrO-TO U3 APYKHUHbBI? — OTCTpaHEHHO crpocuia Mcxa.

— Jla! — ropsr4o npoIienTai IecHUIAa. — 5 KOro yrogHo OTHPABIIIO0 Ha CMEPTh, TOIBKO YTOOBI
ThI HE PUCKOBaJa!

OHa pe3Ko MOBEpHYJIach K HEMY JIMLIOM.

— Tonbko 1oO6poBobIIbL. Thl ciblmmib?! — 3ammrena oHa. — [oieT Toabko TOT, KTO caM
BBI3OBETCS !

— IIpekpacHo crbiiry, — nporeaun Bepenup.

U, nepxa Vcxy 3a pyky, OyATo He IOBEpsiT e, MOBEPHYJICS K JIPYKMHHUKAM.

— Kr0 13 Bac nouier BO3MOKHbBIX BRIKUBIINX B loMe? VI oyT ToNbKO 10OpoBosbIbl. Hukakux
HaKa3aHWIi 32 OTKAa3 He MOcleyer.

Hcxa oOBesna B3IJISI0M KakI0T0 U3 II0KUHBL. [[BOE CIIEIIMIINCH U CTaJIU TpUuOmkaThes. OnuH
13 HUX OBUI JICCAITHUKOM. BepeHup 4yTh CIIBIITHO BIIOXHYI. Hey)To Oosiics, YTO HUKTO HE COIJia-
curcs?

— Wimute Myx4uuHy, *KeHIIMHY U peOeHKa, — ckasana Vcxa.

O06a IpyXMHHUKA KMBHYJIM U OCTOPOXHO JIBUHYJIMCh K UCTOYABIIIEMY BCE €Ille JIOBOJIBHO CHJTb-
HBIU Kap JI0MY.

Benpma 3amepna. [Jaxxe mourtu He npimiaina. OHa omryiana, Kak Bepenup cHoBa 0OHsLI ee c3a1u
3a IUIeYM, HABEPHOE, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTb, IIOTOMY YTO B TOT MOMEHT OHa BCs1 OblIa, CJIOBHO HATSHYTasI
TETUBA JIyKa.

— TMoyemy nis TeOs1 Tak BaskHA 3TA ceMbsi? — crpocuil BepeHup oyeHb TUXO, BBIJIOXHYB el
MPSIMO B YXO, MIOKa JIBOE €ro MapHel BOIUIY B 3USIOIINI TEMHOTOU ABEPHON MPOXO].

— He 3Hato, — rosoc maoxo ciymiasncsi, MpUIuioch MPOKaNuIAThCs. — MHe Kaxercs. .. f kak
oyaro. ..

Bepenup He Toponui, OKa OHa MogOUpasia HyKHbIE CJIOBa.

— 4 uyBcTBYI0 ceOs1 oTBeTcTBeHHOM 3a Ca10 U ee pedeHka. OHa xopotas xkeHimyHa. 1 otiny-
Hasl MaTh. $1 OueHb pajia, YTO KOrga-To KU3Hb CBeJla MEHs C Hell.

— OmHa 1BO4 nozpyra?

— Her. — Hcxa nokauana royioBoil, B3J0XHyB. — HeT, s Tak Hac He Ha3Basia Obl. DTO UTO-
TO AApyroe.

— TbI yyBCTBYEIIb TAKYI0O OTBETCTBEHHOCTh MO OTHOIIIEHHUIO KO BCEM, KOMY Momorsia?

— He ckazasna Ob1 Tak. — OHa HaxMypuiiack. — B o011ieM, He 3Hal0, Kak OOBSICHUTb. . .

— Ho onu Tebe noporu, — 3akoHUMI 3a Hee Bepenup.

HMcxa Tonpko KMBHYIA, OnarojiapHasi €My, YTO OH TOHSUT U TIEPeCTal paccrpaiimBarh O TOM,
Yero oHa ¥ cama He Morjia OOBACHUTh. MOXET, BCe IEJI0 JEHCTBUTEILHO B TOM, UTO OHA MOAEINIACh
C MJIaJIEHIIEM )KU3HEHHOU cuiior? A MoXkeT, pocTo C3s1 — OfHa U3 HEMHOTUX, KTO OTHOCHWJICS K HEW
no-vesioBeyecku. Vnmm Bce 310 M3-3a 0cOOO0r0O Tperera K AeTsM, TIOToMy 4To cBoux Mcxa Hukoraa
uMeTh He cMokeT? B moboMm ciiyyae oHa yxe ObUla He Takas, Kak roj Hazaa. CoBceM He Takasl.
Ho npuspaku npornuioro B 3ToM MecTe pBaJIMCh B YTy, MBITATUCH IPOHUKHYTH B Hee, Kak Oy/aTo
OCKBEpPHUTb. . .

BHyTpu pasznanics rpoxot U MyKcKoi BCKpuK. Mcxa nepHynach 6exarb, HO Bepenup yaepskain
ee, IMOYTH [0 OOJIU CKaB IUIEYH.

— 3nech pebeHOK ! — OHECIOCh OTKY/Ia-TO U3 TIIyOuHBI omMa. — JKuBOi!

Hcxa Bee xe BoipBasiach. [loOexkana. [lecHuiia Mor Obl yaepxkarth ee, Ho He crail. [locienoBat
3a HEW, He OTCTaBasg HU Ha IIar.
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Hcxa 3akana poT IuiaioM, BApIXas yepe3 Hero, moToMy 4To BCE BOKPYT 3aBOJAKMBAJ JIBIM.
Horwu omymianu xap yepe3 MojoIBhI Carlor.

— I'ne peGeHOK?! — KpHKHYJIA OHA, HAJIESICh HAUTHU PYKMHHUKA TIO TOJIOCY.

— Cioga! — cHOBa OTKJIMKHYJICSI MY)KUMHA.

BuesarHo BepHup BBIKpUKHYI 3aKjIMHaHUe, Vcxa AepHy/iach OT ero pe3koro ronoca. Mumo
Hee TpoJieTesnia JepeBsiHHas Oajka U mpoouia moi. Vicxa crinotHyna, cepiiie roToBo ObLIO BBINPHIT-
HYTb 13 Tpyau. Bo3myxa He xBatano. ['onoBa nomia kpyrom. OHa BcTasia Kak BKOTIAHHAS, HE B CHJIaX
W/TH Jajblie. BocrmoMuHaHus TOro, YTO CIyYMIJIOCHh C Hel TIOUTH JIEBSITh JIYH Ha3a[l, C HOBOW MOIIBIO
BpE3aJIHCh B TOJIOBY, C)KUMasi THCKaMH, HE aBasi MBICIUTD 31PaBo.

Ona yacTo 1 HerTyOOKO JIBIIIANA, MOTEPSIBIIMCH B TEMHOM JIBIMHOM IpocTpaHcTBe. Ho Bapyr
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €€ JIAIOHb OKa3aiach B J1aoHu Bepenrpa. OHa Obl1a MpoXJiaHOM 1 HeC/a yCro-
KOEHHE.

— Io#inem. — OH 1IeTTHY/I HECKOJIBKO CJIOB, M U3 CHHETO KaMHS$I Ha ero TIepCTHE MOJUJICS CBeT.
ITOT JIy4 OCBeTWI UM yTh. — { psiiom. [Ipocto nepxu MeHs 3a pyky, JagHo?

HNcxa kuBHyna. Xpanu SlcHoropsimii atoro My xurHy. OH Bujies, Kak eil crpaiiHo. Ho u 3Hau,
YTO OHA JIOJKHA, 00si3aHa criacty Mautbima! [Toatomy He pensSTCTBOBaI 3TOMY, a momor. OHa MorJa
Obl HaliTU B BepeHnpe MHOrO HEJOCTATKOB, HO OH OBUI XOPOIIMM 4YelIOBeKOM. UTo Obl O HEM HU
TOBOPHJIN HEIOOpOKeIaTelIu.

— Cas! — no3Basia Micxa HECKOJBKO pa3, TIOKAa OHU OCTOPOXKHO CTYMAJIM, MUHYS CJIMIIKOM
OOTOpeBIIIMe YYaCTKH.

Ho HukTo He oTkMKHY/cA. MpicnenHo Vcxa obparuiach K Maruu, bITasiCh HAIIynaTh MOJIO-
AYIO KEHIIMHY, HO eii HIYero He OTKJIMKHYJIOCh. DTOMY MOIJIO OBITh TOJIBKO OTHO 0OBsicHenue. Can
yXe HET CPe/ly JKUBbIX.

— Croga! — erie pa3 1o3Baji JIeCATHUK.

Onu BOIILTM B KYXHIO. 371eCh cTOs1a Oonblias rneds. HaBepHoe, Koraa-To ee moOeniy u3Be-
CTBIO, OTHAKO cefiuac oHa ObUIa BCSl YepHasi. PAIOM C Meusio CTOsIT BOWH, KOTOPBI BBI3BAJICS HITU
B onacHblii 1oM. Broporo Ncxa He yBuzena.

INon Horamm JpyXMHHHKA Jiexanu aBoe. Beapma cxana yemoctu. Tena He oOropenu, oHa
BHUJIeNA, KaK KPEMKO MOJIOION CHIIBHBIA MYyKUYMHA OOHMMAET JIIOUMYIO KeHy Jaxe MOCIe CMEpTH.
Onu 3a10XHYIUCh. BepeHup cuiibHee ckaj ee JIaloHb.

— I'me pebenok ? — cripocuina Mcxa, OTKaILISBIIKCE, TOIOBA KPYKHIIACh, HO yKe He OT CTpaxa.
Ot gpiMa. Vcxa noHnMana, 4To UM HyKHO CKOpee BhIOpaThCsl OTCIOAA.

JlecHuiia Toxe Havasl KaluIsATh, KaK ¥ JPYKUHHUK.

— B nieun.

OT 3THX CJIOB 1O CepIIy CJIOBHO MOJOCHY/IA KMHKAJIOM.

— Tawm He TOTUIEHO, 3aC/IOHKA 3aKphITa ObLTa. [0 Hero He JoOpasicst OroHs. S 6oI0Ch ero gocTa-
BaThb, YTOOBI OH JIHIMY HE HAIJIOTAJICA.

— Hcxa, ckopee, — nortoponui BepeHup 1 OTIyCTUII €€ JIAIOHb.

Ha Hernyimuxcs Horax oHa mojoliia K euy v oTkpblia 3aciaoHky. Criepsa eil moka3aaoch, YTo
Y MaJIbYMK MEPTB, HO OH YHMXHYJI, BOPOYAsICh B KOKOHE U3 HECKOJIBKUX ofiesiy1. boxe fAcHoropsimmuii,
Kakasi UPOHUs CYJbObI, YTO TIeYb OKA3aJ1aCh CAMbIM XOJIOZIHBIM MECTOM B IbLIAIOIIEM JoMe !

Hcxa akkypaTHO B3sijla MaJIBIIIIA B OXAIKY, a OH JIaxke He MpocHyscsi. CMOKTal rydamu BO CHE.

— 4 ne 3Hai0, rie BpoHT! — KcmyranHo nponsHec ApyXKUHHUK. — CIIbIIa, Kak OH Kpryall,
OoJIbIIIe OH HE OTKJIMKAeTCs!

Psnom ¢ HUMEM yman Kycok Kpbimi. Bce HEmpou3BObHO MpUrHyIuch. OT rpoxoTa Majiblll
IIPOCHYJICSI U YTO-TO 3aJIETIETAJl HA CBOEM.

— Bcranb psagom c rocnioxon Vcxoit! — npukasan Bepenup. [IpyKMHHUK HE cTall CIOPUTD.
Bepenup kocHysicst ux 000X, MPOIIENTaB YTo-To HepazdopunBoe. — Ckopee! — OH MoATaIKUBAT
UX K BBIXO/ly. — ] HAKMHYJI Ha HAC TOJIOT, HO HA/IONTO €T0 He XBATUT, Y MEHSI e1Ile CITUIITKOM MaJlo CHJL.
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— Bepenup, Bo3bMu MoI0 Maruio! — Vcxa vcnyraHHoO IIsiHyJIa Ha Hero, MpuKuMasi K rpyau
MaJIbuMKa.
— JI1s1 3TOrO y MEHs ecTh aMyJsieT, — CKBO3b 3yObl BbIIaJT BepeHup, mpopomkasi BeCTU MX

yepes 3aBajibl. — Ho Teso kak nepeBsHHoe. [1710X0 mportycKaeT cuity.

OHH yXe MOYTH BHIIUTM HAPYKY, KOTJa YCIIBIIAIN CTOH T/Ie-TO COOKY.

— 9710 BpoHT! — NIpYyKMHHUK pe3Ko nepHyscs. — HykHo emy nomous!

— Briepen, He octaHaBIMBaThCs! — PSABKHYI HA HETO JECHUIIA.

Tot noBuHOBascs. 1 uepes ueTBepTh MENKH OHK BHIOPAIMCh B CyMepKHU yxoasiuero ans. Mcxa
’KaJHO IJI0Tajia CBEXMi Bo3ayx. M moka mbITanach OTaplIaThes, HE 3aMeTuIa, yTo Bepenup nepe-
cran ee Kacatbcs. OHa OIISIHY/IaCh Y YBU/IENA JIMIIb KPail ero Iuiamia, KOTOpbIi MEJIbKHYJI B TEMHOM
IIPOXOfIe.

— Bepennp! — kprkHysa ona. IlepBbiM MOPHIBOM OBLIO KUHYTHLCS 32 HUM, HO peOEHOK 3ariia-
Kaj1. Tak anoOHO, IpephIBAsCh HA KallleJb, YTO MPHIIUIOCH BBI3BATh B ceOe CUITy, YTOObI IPOBEPUTH
€ro COCTOsIHUE.

— locniopun necuuna! — yenpimana Vcxa yepes mienky Bo3rjiac KOro-To U3 BOMHOB.

I'msHyna B cropoHy Joma. Bepenup taiu Ha riede JeTHHY, TIOUTH B [IBa pa3a KpyrHee ceosl.

— Ero npuBayimio 06J10MKOM CTEHBI, HO, KaKeTCs1, OH JKMB, — BBIKAIIUISUT 9TH CJIOBA JIECHUIIA.

K HuM criemmo eiie HeCKObKO ApYy:KMHHUKOB. OHM BOBpEMsI MOJXBAaTUJIM TOBAPHILA U JIEC-
HUILY, KOTOPBI, KaK TOJIBKO TIOHSUI, YTO €r0 YeJIOBEK B O€30MaCHOCTH, JIUIIIUIICS YyBCTB.

— Jla uto6 Teds! — kpukHya Mcxa.

V Hee Ha pykax ObUI pa3pbIBAOIIUICA OT TUIaYa peOEHOK, a PAIOM — JBa PaHEHBIX MYXXUHMHBI,
0e3 OHOTO U3 KOTOPHIX OHA HE TPE/ICTABIIsLIA KU3HH.

— HWcxa... — CKBO3b TONIY K HEH MPOTUCKUBAJIACh 3HaKoMas ¢urypa. — Jlouka! Kupas!

— Crarpyn! XBana ScHoropsiemy!

Jpy’KMHHHKH, YBUJIEB, YTO OHAa 00paIoBaIach MOSIBJICHUIO CTAPHKA, TIPOITYCTHIIN €ro BO JIBOP,
XOTS1 OCTAJIBHBIX OTTECHIJIH MofajIbIne. Bripouem, Maio KTo pBajics MOAOUTH OJIMKE K CrOpEBIIEMY
0MYy.

Toproser cuIbHO TIOCTapes ¢ TocieHero pasa, korga Mcxa ero Bujena. [TyGokue MOPIIMHBL
M3pe3a TOXy/EBIlee JIMIO, BOIOCH, B KOTOPHIX MEHbIIE roga Hazaa ObUIO ellleé MHOTO TEMHBIX
BOJIOC, TTOJTHOCTHIO moGesnen. Y Mcxu cxanoch cepate. 2Kuznb He maaut Hukoro. Ho y Hee He Obu10
BpPEMEHHU Ha Pa3MBIIILICHHS.

— Moxers nozepxarb? — He JOK/IABIIUCh OTBETA, OHA Mepealia IulavyIero peoeHKa Myx-
YHMHE U KUHYJACh K JlecHuIe. Vicxa He XoTena OTBJIeKaTh APYKMHHUKOB, UX M TaK MaJio, & HApOI MOT
B30yHTOBaThCsl. HO M OpOCHTH Masiblia Ha XOJMOAHYIO 3€MITI0 TOXE OKa3aloch BhIe ee cuil. Camu
Hebeca Moc/Iany el eMUHCTBEHHOTO JIpyra, KOTOPBIM OCTaJICsl Y Hee B 9TOM crpamrHoM mecte. OHa
OblIa yBEepeHa, 4To OH He TOOOUTCs, He MoOpe3ryeT B3sSITh Ha PYKU «KOJIJIOBCKOE OTpoabe». Mcxa
MPEKpacHO 3Haja, KaK Ha3bIBAJIM €€ 3a I71a3a, KOorjna OHU ¢ 0alyIIkoW TobKO mocenmuch B Jlore.
W nmoHumarna, 4to Terneph 3TOro MajabyrKa jkaajia Obl moxoxas ydacts. M3ros. Bcemu npesupaemoro
kosayHa. Ho oHa He O3BONHT 3TOMY CITy4uThesl. TONMBKO HE TOKa OHA XKUBA.

Bepenup apiman poHO U riy6oko. OH kak Oyaro cnai. Ot oOneryeHus y Hee 3aKpyKUiach
rosioBa. OHa MOJIOKKJIA Ha €ro TPyAb YXO, BCIAYIIMBASCh B YETKUN PUTM cepana. Pyku B 310 Bpems
poOpaMCh MO/l €ro MOXOAHBINA Tuiail, O6e3pykaBKy u pydaxy. Koxka k koxke. Tak oHa Jsiydine ero
yyBcTBOBaJa. OHA HE MBITANACh BO3/IEHCTBOBATH HA HETO CHJIOH, JIUIIIb TIPOBEPsIa COCTOSTHHE, Yy Th
Kacajlach €ro Maruei, OIIyIbIBasia, YTOOB YOEIUThCS, YTO 3TO nepeyroMieHne. EMy ere Hemb3s
ObLI0 McONb30BaTh crTy. CoBeCTh OOJIBHO YKOJIONA ee Ie-To B ITyOrHe rpyau. Mcxa moMopumiack.
Bce notom. CrniepBa 1py:KMUHHUK.

Hexotst oHa otomuia ot pacnpoctepToro Ha 3emiie Bepenupa, coOOIUB IECSITHUKY:

— C rocrionuHOM JieCHUIIEN Bce B Mopsijike. EMy TONMBKO HYK€H OT/IBIX.
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— IloHan, rocnoxa.

My>x4rHa, KOTOpbIN Haiesn pedeHKa, 3aMeTHO pacciaduics. [1o 3Toro oH CTosil Ha KOJIEHsIX
nepen Bepennpom ¢ MepTBeHHO-0JIETHBIM JIAIIOM.

— Teneps BponT, — 1mennysna cede rmoa Hoc Micxa. OHa XOpoIIIo 3aroMHUIIA UMS TPy KUHHUKA,
KOTOPBIT caM BBI3BAJICS TOWTH B ONacHbIi oM. U codupanack ero oronarogaputs. Ho mpexke Bcero
— CIIaCTH KU3Hb.

Hnam APYKUHHUK TIC-TO IOTEPAJL. Ha sem 6bI.HI/I JIETKUE KOKAHBIC JOCIIEXU, CUJIBHO ITPOKIKCH-
HBIE C OJJHOW CTOPOHHI Tpyau. Yepe3 HUX MPOCTyNaiy KJIOYKH €ro OIEKAbl M 0OropeBIlast TUIOTh.
Benpma 3ammmnena. Pana ruoxas. Odens mioxast. Ero He mpocto npuaaBuio. O6I0MOK CTeHbI ObLT
o4eHb ropsunM. JleBasi cropoHa mia Mcexu ot aToro Buia kak Oyaro 3adonena. Koxa B mecte oxora
10 CHX Top Mopoit 6ecriokoma ee. TsaHyna, nHoOrna Kososna uim Hemena. U Vicxa He 3Hana, 310 omry-
IIEHKs ee TeJsla WM JYIIH, KOTAa OHAa BCIOMHMHAJIA BCE, YTO C HEH MPOU3OIILIO.

— Osxor o4eHb cepbe3Hblid, — 3akmoumia Mcxa, kauas ronoBoid. — OcTaHyTCs IIPaMBbl.

— I[lIpams!l yKpamamoT MyKYUHY, FOCHOXKA JIeKaph, — TaK K€ TUXO OTKJIMKHYJICH JECATHHK.
— ThI TONBKO COXpaHU €My KHU3Hb, CO BCEM OCTAILHBIM OH CITPABUTCH.

310 coBa Kak OyITO BHIBENIU €€ U3 pa3ayMuil. Micxa MOTHYIIa TONOBOM, TPOTOHSsS HEHYXKHBIE
MBICJTH.

— Pazymeercsi. — OHa cepbe3HO OCMOTpesa OHa Ha BouHa. — Kak Te0st 30ByT?

— TpuHar, rocrioxa. — OH HEMHOTO YMBJIEHHO B3IJISIHYJI OH HA Hee, He BCTaBasi C KOJICHEH.

— TpuHar, npociiequ 3a TOCIOAUHOM JAECHUIIEH, TTOKa s 3aHsATA.

— Koneuno. — OH KUBHYII.

Oma 3HaJ1a, 4TO TO ero J0JT, HO BCE PAaBHO YJIBIOHYJIACH €My YTOJIKaMu I'y0 ¥ IIOUTH OECIITyMHO
MIPOU3HECIA:

— Cnacu6o.

Pyku B 3T0 BpeMsi aKKypaTHO CHUMaJIX OAeXy ¢ paneHoro. OHa He MOIJIa HAUMHATD JICYUTh
ero Tak, 00sICh, UTO TUIOTh CPACTETCS] BMECTE C OfICKAO0N. DTUM MOKXHO OBUIO CIIENIaTh TOIBKO XYyKe.

PebeHOK Ha pyKax y cTaporo TOpro,lia Ha yAUBJIEHHE ObICTPO ycrokowsicsi. Beapma To 1 geno
Opocana Ha HUX ObICTpbIe B3MIsIAbl. CTaTpyH YTO-TO TOBOPWJI MAJIBIITY, M TOT BHUMATEIBHO CITyIIa.
MHoOro J1 MOXET IMOHATh HeCMBIIILIEHBIIII, KOTOpoMy eliie HeT roga? Bpsn mi. U xBana nebecam! OH
HE 3allOMHUT, YTO COTBOPUJIU C €ro ceMbel coceu. Bo BceM ecTh MoJIoKUTEIbHBIE CTOPOHBI.

Hcxa crHoBa oOpaTuiia BHUMaHKUe Ha paHeHoro. OH nmpuxoqui B ceds u croHasl. OHa He TIoHa-
CJIBIIIIKE 3HAJIA, HACKOJIBKO OOJIb OT 0%0ra u3MarbiBaeT. Kaxercs, uro xap gocraer 1o kocreit. I1po-
JKHUT'aeT HACKBO3b.

Bo Bpemsi GUTBBI OHa B3s1J1a Ha ceOst YacTh MOIIH, KOTOPYIO IPOITycKas uepes cedst Bepenup, HO
BCE K€ OCHOBHOM yliap OH MPHHSUT Ha ce0sl, MOTOMY OHa He OblTa HACTOJIbKO M3MOTaHa, Kak oH. Ee
TEJIO MOYTH BOCCTAaHOBMIJIOCH. OHa olymmana B cedsi CUIbl, YTOOBI MCIIETUTH STOTO XpaOporo BOMHA.

Marus nonunachk u3 ee pyk. Hespumasi, Ho Vcxa uyBcTBOBasa Teruiblie motoku. OHa mmenraia
CIIeNMAJIbHOE 3aKJIMHAHKMe, KOTOPOe Halllla B OJHOW U3 KHHUT Jiekapsi Patuypa. Cam oH He MOr MU
TOJIb30BATHCSI, TOTOMY UTO HE 0013171 CHJION MTOJOOHOTO pojia, HO TIOJIe3HbIe KHUTH B €ro OeclieHHOM
KOJUIEKIIMY MMeNHCh. VIcxa Hu pasy [0 TOro He Mclensiia, IpUMeHsisl 3aKJIMHaHue. Bee ee neueHue
U0 OT NMoMbIcToB. OT uucroro xkenanus. Ceidyac ke OHa OCMBICJIEHHO HAIlpaBJisijia TIOTOKU CHJIbI
B Teso JpyxuHHMKA. CriepBa — yOpana 0omb. OH YCHIOKOWIICS M 3aTHX, 3aKpbIB IM1a3a. Tak naxe
ayuriie. CoH B TOOOM ciydae UCIeNseT, UHOT/IA He XyXke Marvu. Jlaibiie oHa MPUHSIACH 3aKUBIISTH
€ero TUIOTh, CJIOH 3a CIIOEM, CIIOBHO YKCTUJIA JIYK, TOIBKO Ha000poT. OYeHb CKOpO Tiepe]] ee ria3aMu
NpejcTana efBa-e/Ba 3apocias koxa. OHa BHIJIs/IeNa, KaKk y MJIA/ISHIIA: HEBEepOsATHO HexXHas, Oap-
xaTucras, sipko-po3oasd. [llpamoB He ocTanock.

— Oro, — TpuHar cMOTpesn Ha pe3y/IbTar €€ TpyAa C BblIyuyeHHbIMHU I1a3aMu. [loutn TouHO
TaK e rsena Ha 31o v cama Mcxa. OHa HUKaK He OXHJajia, 9To 3aKJIMHAHUE OKaKETCsl HACTOJIBKO
IEVCTBEHHBIM.
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CoBHO 3aBOpOKEHHAsI OHA TJIA/IMJIA 3aTSHYBIIYIOCS paHy CaMbIMUA KOHYMKaMH TajbleB. Tak
YBJIEKJIaCh, UTO HE Cpasy MOHsIa, 4yTo Bepenup npurien B ceos.

— ITomoru MHe BCTaTh, — MPOXpUIIEST OH AECSATHUKY, KOTOPBINA CHJIEN BO3JIE HETO Ha KOJIEHSX.
[Tpu B3rIsA/I€ CHU3Y BBEPX 3TO BHINISAENIO JIOBOJBHO Helerno. BouH kak OyaTo He 3Hal, YTO OH TYT
nenaet. KoHeuHo, OH BeJb 0OyYeH JepXkaTh OpyKHe B pyKaxX. A Kak MOCTYIaTh, KOIJia TBOM roCro-
JWH TIPOCTO yTpaTiil uyBcTBa? ['Opiio HelmaaHo NepiIuio OT bIMa, KOTOPBIN elle OCTaJICs B IPY/IH.
Bepenupy npuIiock HECKOIBKO pa3 MPOKAIUISTHCS, IPEKIE YeM XOTs Obl CIIOBO CIIETEIIO C ero YCT.

Hcxa cknoHunack Haji BOMHOM, KOTOPOT'O JJECHHIIA BHIHEC U3 TIOYPa3pyIIEHHOTO JJOMA.

Bepenup noctynu riryno. Henb3st 0110 pricKOBaTh COOOM pay OOBIYHOTO APYKMHHHUKA. 3BY-
YWUT [IMHUYHO, HO TPAKTUYHO. Mar CIMIIKOM BaKeH /IS 3aIUThl KHSKECTBA, & 9TOT MAJIBIA, XOTS U
O4eHb XpaOpblii, HO HE MPEICTaBIIsIET 0COOOM IIEHHOCTH B MacIiTadax rocyaapcTna.

U Bce xe psaom ¢ Vcxoil B HeM B3bITPAJIO KeJlaHWe BBHIIVISAAETh B ee ma3ax repoeM. CHoBa
Y CHOBA JIOKa3bIBaTh €M, YTO OH JIOCTOMH ee. [loueMy-To 3TO AeMOHOBO UyBCTBO HEYBEPEHHOCTHU B
cebe, KOTOpOe OH MOXOPOHMUII B IOHOCTH, PSJIOM C 9TOH JEBYIIKOH JaBajio o0 ceGe 3HATh MOCTOSHHO.
Cebe nm el OH XOTes YTO-TO JIoKa3aTh? OH He 3HAL.

HMcxa Bonwmia KOHYMKAMU MAJbIEB 10 TPYIU MYKYMHBI, BEKH KOTOPOro TperneTanu. Bepenup
BUJIEJT €r0 OXOT, U OH ObLT yxaceH. Ho Tonbko He Teneps. Korma gecsiTHUK moMor emy MpHBCTATh,
JeCHHUIIA TIOHSIJT, YTO PaHa MOJTHOCTBIO 3aTsiHy/1ach. bosee Toro, Ha rpyau xpadpelia He 0CcTajaoch HU
eIMHOTO0 [IpaMa. DTo BhINIsAEN0 Brevanisionie. CriocodHoct Vicxu He MpeKpalaiy ero yIuBisTh.

Ho He 06 3TOM OH Iymasl. A JIMIIb O TOM, HACKOJIBKO HEKHO TMOAYIIEYKH ee MaiblieB Kaca-
JIMCh MYCKYJIUCTOM TPyAY BOMHA. 371002 MOAHUMANIACh OTKYIA-TO U3 TIIyOUHBI qyIu. Bepenup cxan
KyJIaKH, 3arpedast cyxylo rps3b HOrrsimu. OH HAYEro He MOTr ¢ cOOOM mofenaTb. ITO CUJIbHEE ero.
['myxoi peIk goHeccs u3 ero ropia. OH qaxe He cpasy MOHsUI, YTO STOT 3BYK M3/1AJI0 €70 COOCTBEHHOE
TEJO.

Hcxa mocmorpena Ha Bepennpa. OHa BhIIJIsieNa YAUBICHHON, Kak Oy/ITO HE 3aMeTHIIa, YTO OH
ounyscsi. HaBeproe, Tak oHO 1 Obuto. CIMIIKOM 3aHSITa OHAa OKa3ajlach BOMHOM, YTOOBI AyMaTbh O
HeM. PeBHOCTb TIOTEKJIa TIO BEHAM SIJIOM, OTPaBJIsisl, JIMIIAsI CTIOCOOHOCTH TPE3BO MBICITHUTH.

— Bepenup? — Hcxa HakoHell yOpasia pyKy OT PaHEHOTro U, MojoOpaB 100Ky, TOAINON3IA K
HEMy Ha KOJICHsIX, IS/ BCTPEBOKEHHO M Kak Oy/ATo McmyranHo. — Yto ¢ To60ii?

— O yem TbI? — OH NOMNBITAJICS MPOABIIIATH POCTb, KOTOPAsi BOHUKJIA B HEM, HO TOH BCE
PaBHO BBbIILIEN CIAIIKOM pe3kuM. OH He XOTeJl Tak ¢ Hell pasroBapuBark. Buaut ScHoropsmii, He
xotes1. Ho 4to-T1o BHYTpH Kak OyATO HE JaBajio FOBOPUTH MO-IPYyromy.

Hcxa npotsiHyna pyKy K HemMy, XoTesia KOCHYThCS €ro JIMIa, Ho BepeHup oTKJIOHWICS. 3710CTh
npuaia Cuibl. Pe3KuM IBMXKEHHEM OH MOJHSUICS Ha HOTH. BegpMa OTIpsiHyia OT Hero, HermoHuMa-
Io1Ie TSI

STOT B3NS MPOXUTAT B TPYAU JBIPY pa3MepoM ¢ KpyIHOe sI0JIOKO, HO JIECHUIIA HUYETro He
Mor ¢ coboit moaenars. Ceituac — HeT. UTOOBI IPUIATH B ce0si, Hy)KHO HEMHOTO BPEMEHU HJTH KTO-
TO, HA KOM MOKHO COPBATh 3JI0CTb.

OH BbIIesN co qBopa. I1ouTH MOMHOCTBIO CTEMHENIO0, HO HUKTO He pacxonuics. JIorosisr obe-
MIAJTH 3200p BOKPYT JJOMa CO BCEX CTOPOH, He KeJasi MPOIyCcKaTh KOHell ucropur. Hekotopbie U3 HUX
npuHecu (hakesibl, ¥ JIMLA B TOJIE ObUTH OCBEILEHBI.

— Kro 310 cnenan? — cnpocui Bepenup JieqssHpIM TOHOM, 0OBO/ISL KQKAOTO TSDKEJIBIM B3IJIs-
JOM.

Jliomn coBcem mputuxiu. CrymeBamuch. Omyckanu ronoBsl. He cmenn MOmHATH B3IISIIBL.
MuHyna 1ierka 3JioBeliel TuImHbel. PeOeHoK, XBasia HebecaM, YCIIOKOUJICS.

— 41 moBTOPIO TOJIBKO OUH pa3. Ubst OblJIa MBIC/Ib YOUTh 9Ty CeMbI0? — BCE TaK ke CIIOKOWHO
MIPOM3HEC JIECHUIIA, HO OH 3HAJI, KaK JEHUCTBYET Ha OKpykatoux. OOBIYHO OH MBITAJICS KaK-TO 3aMac-
KHpOBaTh Ty CHJIy, KOTOpasi HEMPOU3BOJIbHO M3JIMBAJIACh U3 HETO, JI0 APOXKU IMyras MOJYNHEHHBIX.
Jla, OH UMeN ompeJieNIeHHYIO peryTaluio, HO He TOJIbKO U3-3a Hee ero 0osumck. Bepenup 3ameyan,
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YTO OYeHb MHOTHE YyBCTBYIOT PSIIOM ¢ HUM cebs1 HeyloTHO. Tak Obuto Beerga. BosMoxHo, nemno B
ero HeKpoMaHTUU. He KaxIplil MOT BbIIEpXkaTh OMM30CTh CTOJb TeMHOU ayphl. CymHoctH. Kak Hu
Ha30BH, HO OH HE MPOCTOW YeJloBeK. HekoTopele oIiymianu 3To Jiydile, HeKoTopsle — Xyxe. Ho
MOYTH Ha BCEX OH JIECTBOBAJI YCTpAIlIAOIIe C CAMOUN IOHOCTH.

Ho ceftuac 310 mpumuiock Kak Hemb3st Keratd. OH OIyIaj crpax 3Tux jmonei. ToT Oyaro
K €ro Koxe. MomuaHue mpoioKaaoch. PEBHOCTb, MPOKHUTaioiiasi ero BeHbl, He TOJbKO BEPHYJIA CHJIbI
TeJTy, HO U CJIOBHO BOCCTaHOBHWJIA Marvio. BepeHup 3Haj, 4To MOTOM 00 STOM IMOXkaJeeT, HO BCe Ke
BBIXBATUJI B3IJISIZIOM OJHOTO U3 MYXKHKOB, CTOSIBIIMX B TIEPBOM Psifly, ¥ TTOAHSLT PYKY.

Jloroserr caenan HECKOJIBKO IIaroB Brepen. [71aza ero B yxace pacmmpuiuck. OH Kak Oyaro
HE XOTeJI TOro JesaTh. Bripouem, Tak u ObU10. JlecHuia nputsSHy ero Kk cede. ITo He BHYILICHUE
WM 4TO-TO NIotoOHoe. Het, Tonbko rpydas Marmueckast cuiia, KOTOPOM OH TSHYJ HE3HAKOMIIA B CBOIO
CTOPOHY.

— K10? — cHOBa cripocuJt oH.

Bepenupy nokazanock, 4To MyKUMHA TOTOB JIMIIUTHCS YyBCTB, HACTOJIBKO OJIETHBIM CTAJIO €10
muio. OHaKo OH He BBIMOJIBIUT HU cjioBa. He 3Hau winm He xoten roBoputh. EcTh i pasnuna?

Bepenup pesko cxkai manblisl B Kynak. Jloroser ynau Ha KOJeHH, XBaTasich 3a ropio. JIuio
ero npsMo Ha razax oarposeno. OH CyIOPOKHO IMBITAJICA CAEIaTh BAOX, HO HUYETO He MOTyJYasioch.
JlecHuiia BUeN, Kak ero MeJyIeHHO IOKUAAET XKU3Hb, U I1e-TO B INIyOUHE Iy PagoBasiCs STOMY.

— Bepenup, xBarut. — Mcxa akkypaTHO TPOHYJIA €ro 3a Iie40. — YMOJISIO, epecTaHb !

Omna roBopujia oueHb Tuxo. OAHAKO YTO-TO B €€ TOHE OTpe3BWIIO ero. OH paszxkai Kynak. Myx-
YHMHA YNl eMy B HOT O€3BOJIbHBIM MEIIKOM. VI3 ero rpy[u co CBUCTOM BBUIETAJIO JIbIXaHHE.

— OHM He CKakKyT, CIIMIIKOM HaIlyraHbl, — BeJbMa U caMa rOBOpPUJIAa C JPOXKBIO B TOJIOCE.
HeyxTo u ona 6osutack ero?..

Bepenup u cam nmoHumal, 4To celyac HUKTO He MPU3HAETCS AaXe MO CTPaxOM CMEpTH.

— Nmenem Bennkoro KHs3s1! — BO3BBICKII OH TOJIOC, YTOOBI YCIIBIIA KakIblii. — OTHbBIHE
Ballle MOCeJIeHne Ha 0cOO0OM KOHTpoJsie. Eciu s, KHSOKecKuid IecCHUIIa, y3Haio O JI0OOM caMocyfe,
OyIb TO Jaxke MpoCTast yJAU4YHasl JpaKa, BUHOBHBIN Oy/leT OTBeYarh Nepeao MHOW JTUYHO. JImuHo. —
OH BHOBB 00BeJ IIa3aMHU KakJI0r0, KOro MOT BU/IETh. — A €CJIH 51 He Haiily BHHOBHOTO, TO OTBETUTE
BHI Bee. Jlo equnaoro. He uckymaiite cyap0y. SIcHOropsmmM KIsiHyCh, eliie offHO 6e300pa3ue B BallieM
ropojie, ¥ Ha HeM He OCTaHeTCs KaMHs Ha KaMHe.

TurmmHa moBKCIIa HACTOJIBKO TycTasi, uTo BepeHnpy Ha MUT moKas3aioch, 4To oH orsiox. Ho Her,
OH CJIBIIIAT TSKEJIbIe YIapbl CBOETO Cepiiia B BUCKaX.

Tesno He UCTIBITBIBAJIO OJIar0APHOCTH 32 TO, YTO OH CTOJIb YaCTO CETOHSI UCIIONB30BaJ Martio.
Ho cypoBble BpemeHa TpeboBasi cypoBbIX Mep. [ 0oBa HeMHOro Kpyxkuiachk. OH nokaunyics. Mcxa,
KaXeTcsi, 3aMeTuIa 3T0, IOTOMY 4TO clejaia K Hemy miar. Tereps OHa CTosla K HEMY BIUIOTHYIO,
noaepxkuBas ero. [Iotom oHM 00s13aTeILHO MOTOBOPSAT, M Pa3roBOp OyAeT He caMblil MPOCTOM, HO
ceivac, py BceX ITHX JIOAX, OHa nojiepxaiia ero. Onste. X0Ts OH OCTPO OUIyIIAJI ee HeIOyMeHHe
Y HEJIOBOJIbCTBO.
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I'naBa 4

Pannum yTpom oHu Bblexasii B Bosbmupy. O6paTHO JOOGMpaich ropaszio OOJIBIINM COCTaBOM.
U He Tak OblcTpo, motomy uto Mcxa yroBopuia cBoero craporo 3HakoMia CtarpyHa exaTb BMecTe
c cembell B cronuily. Hackonbko ycresn y3HaTh U3 UX pa3roBopoB BepeHup, Aena y crapuka B JIaBke
roclie CoxcokeHus1 VMicxu 1 KpaiiHe IIoxo. A Bce M3-3a TOrO, YTO JIOTOBLBI 3HAJIM: TOT JIPYXKHUI C
Be/ibMOil. [ToaToMy He ObLI0 HUYEro yAUBUTENBHO B TOM, YT0 CTaTpyH, COOpaB MOKUTKU B HECKOJIBKO
TeJIeT, TPOHYJICS B ITyTh BMECTE C HUMM.

Hcxa mooGemnana crapuky MoMoYb yCTpouThesl B Bombmupe. Bepenup B3moxHys, nmoHMMas,
YTO 3aHUMAThCSA STUM IPUAETCA €My, HO He YNpsAMWJICS, Belb cOOMpasics LIEAPO OTOIarogapuTh
yeJioBeKa, KOTOphIi noajaepkusai Vicxy B Te BpeMeHa, KOorjia MouTH Bce OT Hee OTBEPHYJIUCh.

Oma exaJia BMECTE C €ro ceMbeil Ha MOBO3KE, Jepka Ha pyKax CIIaCEHHOro MaJjbila. Bepenup
OCTaBWJI IBOMX IPYXMHHHUKOB B Jlore. Te mo/KHBI ObLIM MPOCIIEANTD 32 TEM, YTOOBI CEMbIO peOeHKa
OTIPaBUJIM HA MTOKOM 110 BceM KaHOHaM. OcTallbHble AECATh JPYKUHHUKOB, BKJIIOYasi CIIACEHHOTO UM
BponTa, 1BUranuce psajaoM ¢ OBO3KaMH.

Hcxa npeuioxuia, ytoObl BepeHup exast ¢ HUMH B TeJiere, Tak OH MOT Obl OTJOXHYTh M BOCCTa-
HOBUTB cuiibl. Ho OH He cormnacuiicst. XoTes PUBECTH MBICIIH B IOPSIOK, & PAJOM C HEW OH MEHsLICA
TakK, 4TO caM cebs este y3HaBas. [1oaToMy ceifuac OH exasl ook, HO He MOT 3aCTaBHUTh ceOsl iepe-
CTaTh Ha HEe CMOTPETb.

Ee ke nornoruia 6ecesia co CTapuKoM, €ro jeHou 1 gouepbio. OHU YTO-TO 0XKMBJIEHHO PAacCKa-
3pIBAJIH YT Apyry. Ha ee uiie To 1 ieno MenbKaia yisioka, 1 ot 3Toro y Bepenupa memmsio cepaie.

[Mouemy oHa Tak peako ymwibaercs psaom ¢ HUM? [loyeMy Bce 3TH oM U3 €€ TPOIILIOro,
MasIbuMK B0, gaxe 3TOT Masblll Ha ee PyKax MOTYT BbI3bIBaTh y HEe TaKHe YyBCTBA, @ OH Kak OyaTo
TOJBKO MpUHOCHT 607167 [la, oHa moouT ero. OH 3HaeT 310. Ho 0Ha CI0BHO He /10 KOHIIA cYacT/IvBa
psnom ¢ HuM. 1 BepeHup yxe He IOHMMAJI, TOJNBKO JIM yJacTue B OMTBE MOAKOCWIIO ee, WM OH B
MIPUHLIMIIE HE CMOXET MO-HACTOSAIIEMY €€ OCUaCTIIMBUTD.

Tenepp, Korjaa JpyKMHHUK BpPOHT exan Ha MOYTUTENbHOM OT CBOEH CIIaCUTENbHULBI PAcCTO-
SIHUM, BepeHup He UCIBIThIBAT K HeMY 3710cTU. OIHAKO TO U JeJI0 MPOKPYUUBAJl B MaMSATH CLIEHY,
KOTOpasi HAMEPTBO BbeJach B royioBy. Vcxa Tporaer ero oOHaxeHHYIO rpyab. Tak HexHo. JlackoBo.
3abormBo. [lecHuIa CHIbHEE CKaJl KoKaHble peMHH oBofbeB. [I-1-nemon! Kak nepecrars 06 3ToM
aymatb? OH NpeKpacHO MOHMMaJI, YTO OHA BCETo JIMIIb UcLiesisiia ero. Ho HenmpuATHBII rosioc BHYTpH
BCE TBEPAWJI, YTO BeJjbMa MPHKACAIACh K 3TOMY MYKUMHE yXke MPOCTO TaK, KOrjga paHa Obljla IOJTHO-
CTBIO 3aJIeYeHa.

OH HEBOJIBHO MBICIEHHO CPaBHUBAJI ce0sl U 9TOTO APYKMHHUKA. M c:xxumal 4emocTu o CKpuna
3y00B. Hy)KHO CHOBa 3aHATbCS TPEHUPOBKaMU ¢ HOkaMU U MeyaMu. C UCIOIb30BaHUEM Maruu OH
MIOYTH COBCeM 3a0pocuil (hu3ruecKkue ynpaxkHeHus. [a, ero teso ObUIo MOATSHYTHIM U yIIPYTUM, HO
TaKoro pesibepa MBI, KaK Yy JT000ro u3 pedsaT, KOTOpble MX OXPaHsUIM, He UMENO. A OH XOTell. ..
Her — xaxnan Buziets B mazax Mcxu Bocxuienue. 7Kenai 3HaTh, YTO OHa TOYHO TakK e B BOCTOpre
OT Hero, Kak ¥ OH — oT Hee. OT ee OOKECTBEHHOH 0eJIol KOXH C PhIKMMH BECHYIIKAMH Ha Tuledyax
Y CIIMHE, Ha IPYJU U Jla)ke Koe-Tje Ha Oesipax.

Bepenup orry i, Kak nogHUMaeTcst B HeM xkenanue. O6manars eo. 3a0parhb OT BCeX, CIpsITaTh
ot Bcero mupa! Crenarb ee Tonbko cBoeil! OH NMPUKPBUT BEKU U ITTyOOKO BIOXHYI, IBITASCh YHATD
pa30y1eBaBLIYIOCS KPOBb U Ty TSKECTh, KOTOPAsl HAMOJHMIIA €r0 MYKCKOE €CTECTBO IPH BOCIIOMHU-
HaHnu 06 Mcxe B cnanbHe. Ha ero kpoaru. ...

Korga Tenepb oHM cMOryT ocrarbcsi HaeauHe? Kakum-To 3araJoyHsIM 00Opa3oM MONTy4yasloch
TaK, YTO OHM oOpacTany AeTbMu. He cBoMMH, CBOMX Kak pa3-TakH y HUX HUKorzaa He Oyznet. Ho Temn,
KOTOPBIX TPHUIETCS BOCMUTHIBATh. ECIM 3TOT ManbuMK TOXe OOnagaeT Markei, ero Toxe ciemyer
nepxarb pu apope. XoTs Bepennp comHeBaics, uro Mcxa otnact ero komy Obl TO HU OBUIO B TIOOOM
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ClIy4ae: ecTh Y 9TOro peGeHKa Marus WM HeT. YK CIMIIIKOM HEeKHO OHa ero OOHMMala, CIUIIKOM
JIACKOBO Ha Hero cMotpesna. ToyHoO Tak ke, Kak 1 Ha bo.

Bepenup tuxo B3noxHya. OH He npotuB aereil. BoBce Her. Bo maxke kaszaics emy MWIIbIM,
HECMOTPs Ha MHOTAA U3JHUIIHIO HA30MIMBOCTh U TO, YTO MAJIbUMK MOCTOSTHHO KPYTHUJICS PSJIOM C
Ncxon. Ho Bepenup Tosxe Hy:xaajcs B Hell! Hyxnasncs He MeHble, yeM 3Tu JeTu. TobKOo He MOT ke
MpsIMO Tak u 3asBUTh?! Micxa mocumraer 31o pedsiaectBoMm. [la uro Tam Mcxa, 3T0 CMETHO 3ByYasio U
B ero MbIciisx. OH cam roToB ObLT cMesIThCsL Hasl cOOO0M. TobKO cMeX BBIIIEN Obl COBCEM HE BECEITBIM.

OpnHako HY)XHO pemath MpoOJaeMsl 1Mo mopsAky. M camast BaxkHasi ceiiuac — BEpHYTHCS MO
3aLIUTY HA/IE)KHBIX CTEH 3aMKa.

Honro yroapusath CtarpyHa He npunuiocb. OH Aaxe He cTal JyMarbh, Kak IpoAaTh CBOIO
HeOobIyIo J1aBKy. CoOpast MOKUTKY, B3sUJI CEMbIO — U BOT OH YK€ CUAUT ¢ VIcXoi B OJHOM Ternere.
Ona 00paioBasach, BCTPETUB CTapHKa, MOTOMY YTO MHOT/IA AyMasa O HeM. DTOT YeJIOBEK KOraa-To
TIOMOT €1 TTOHSATh: HE €e BUHA B TOM, YTO K HEW TaK OTHOCSTCS Bce BOKpYT. [lomor oco3Harb, 4to
€CTh JIIOJI, KOTOphIM OHa HeOe3paznuuHa. CrarpyH. Cas. ['pur. [Moxanyii, 6ombiie HuKoro B Jlore
y Hee U He ObLIO.

Tpu BocriomuHanuy o I'pure cepiie HaumHano TaHyTh. OH paboTan Ha Mepckas. Passessl-
Baj A1 Hero. Ho BMecTe ¢ 3TMM ero 4yBcTBa OKa3aiuch UCKpeHHuMM. [1o kpaiiHeil mepe, Kakoe-
TO Bpems. U, HecMOTpsi Ha Bce, YTO MEXAYy HUMH IPOU30IILIO, OHA JOPOKUJIA BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMU O
xpetie. Ho ero npax gaBHO pa3BesiH HaJ1 BOJIOM. ..

Bocnonb3oBasimmck Tem, yto CTaTpyH yBJIEKCSl Pa3rOBOPOM C I0YEPbI0, KOTOpast Obl1a TIOUTH
OJIHOTO BO3pacrta ¢ Heit, Micxa nocMorpena Ha muiajieHna. Ero HakopMusm Ko3bUM MOJIOKOM, KOTOpOe
B3s5UIM Ha XyTOope HenojayieKy oT Jlora, 1 MaJIbuuK cliajl y Hee Ha pyKax, TO U JeJI0o B3/iparuBasi BO
cHe. Uto-To OH yxe noHumai. Y, HaBepHOe, CUIIbHO UCITyTaJiCs, OCIHBI.

Hcxa emie He ycnena MoHsATH, YTO AJIs1 Hee O3HavyaeT Bcsl 3Ta cutyanus. Ho 6pocars pebeHka
Csu He cobupanack. Bece kak-To camo yCcTpouTcsl.

Ho, crpannoe neno, B omumne ot Maruu bo, o KoTopoii oHa Jake He moo3peBasa, Moka TOT
HE JIOTPOHYJICS /IO ee Me/IalbOHa, B 9TOM pedeHKe ee cuiia y3Haa cede nomooHyo. Kak Tonbko oHa
B3sJIa €r0 B PYKU B CIIOKOWHOHM OOCTAaHOBKE, OIIyTHJIA Marvio Kak He3puMyl0 HUTh MEXKIYy HUMH.
Tenepb oHa OblIa yBEpeHa B TOM, UTO OH JICHCTBUTEJIHHO BiiajgeeT cuiioi. Mcxa mpoOyania B HeM
ee. U ToypKO OHa B OTBETE 32 ITOr0 MAJIEHBKOTO YesloBeKa. BepbMa MOHATHUS HE MMEJIa, YTO Takoe
Bo3MOxHO. Ho BoT *ke. ’KuBoe ji0ka3zaresibcTBO MpsiMo niepelt Heil. B ee pykax.

Ona nofimasa ceOst Ha MBICJIH, YTO YJIBIOAETCs, IS Ha KPYITHOTO M PO30BOIIEKOrO Majbuy-
rana. bo ObUT coBceM He Takou: OJIeIHbIN, MaJIeHbKHIA, XpynKui. iHOrga ero Bosockl kazanuch Mcxe
MOYTHU NPO3PAYHBIMH, OHA J0 TOTO HE BUJIEJIa HACTOJIBKO CBETJIBIX TOJIOB. [lake ceirHa y CTApUKOB He
HACTOJNBKO Oeftast. A STOT MaJIeHbKUI YeJIOBEUEeK B HETIONHBIH IOl BECHJI TIOUTH CTOJIBKO K€, CKOJIbKO
bBo ceituac. I umen yepHbie BOJIOCH M HEBEPOSITHO TEMHBIE I1a3a. B mocieanuii pa3, Koraa oHa ero
BUJIEJIa, T71a3a ero ObLIU ellle TomyOble, HO yKe IOMEHSLIH I[BeT. MaJtblill SIBHO IOIIeN B CBOEro Oora-
THIPSI-OTIIA.

Benpma rpyctHo ynbiOHynack. Boke SlcHoropsimmii, oHM He ycnenu coBceM HeMHoro. Eciu Obl
TOJBKO. .. BripoueMm, kakas Tenepb pazHua’?..

Hcxa, MeieHHO TIOKauuBasi Masiplina y cedsi Ha KOJICHSIX, HECKOJIBKO IIETIOK CMOTpesa Ha
6a00uKy, KOTOpasi Mmprcesa Ha OOPTUK TTOBO3KH, CJIOBHO OT/bIXast. Ee KPbUIBIIIKY 9y Th MOAParuBaiv
npu aBvkeHnu Tesierd. CoHIle IPATAIOCh 3a TYy4H, U B 1IEJIOM OBbUIO CIIMIIKOM XOJIOTHO JJIsl Hace-
KoMbIX. Ho KpacuBasi TOCTbsI C TMMOHHOTO IIBETa KPbUIbsIMH HUKYAa He coOupanach yaerars. O4eHb
CKOPO K HEll MPUCOeIUHUIIAC JpyTast. A cIeIoM — TpeThsi. MaJblil pOCHYJICS ¥ HaOMIoa 3a pas-
HOLIBETHBIM XOPOBOAOM.

Hcxa novimana B3risi Bepenupa. OHu He ycnes oroBOpuTh 000 BCEM CITyUUBILIEMCSI, HO TOT
MHOT'O3HAYUTEIIbHO KMUBHYIJI. OH TOXE IIOHSAJI, UYTO 6a60q1<1/1 BOKPYT' MAJIbYUKA — 9TO IMPOABJICHUE €TI0

26



A. OcokuHa. «Bkyc nosibiHu»

maruu. CTpanHo, Beap Vicxa HUKOra Tak He Aenana. A ux cuiia Oblla O4eHb cxoxka. Buaumo, He 10
KOHIIA. YTO-TO B €ro criocOOHOCTAX ObUIO TOJIBKO €ro, HUUbe OOJIbIIIE.

Bepenup nogwsexan K Hew, MyCTUB CBOETO KOHSI UITH PSAIOM C NMOBO3KOM. JlecHHIIa CTpaHHO
ceOs Bent. Mcxa xoTena ¢ HUIM MOTOBOPHTH, HO BOKPYT HAXOAMJIOCH CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO yIIed, U OHa
pelunia OTJI0KUTh pa3roBop A0 MpUE3aa.

— Kak ero 30ByT? — Bepenup HaOmo1a1 32 TeM, KaK MaJIbIII TSHET PyYKH K HEKHBIM CO3/1a-
HUSM, U Te 6e3 OOSI3HU cafsATCs K HEMY Ha MANbIIbl ¥ JIaJOHH.

— XamM, — otBeTmia Mcxa. — XaaumuoH.

— KpacuBoe nms. OH... Tak urpaer?

— MHe Tak kaxercsa. — Mcxa pacrepssHHO yisiOHynach. — HaBepHoe.

— MHrtepecHo, — XMbIKHYJ Bepenup.

— Yro?

— Jla TaK, MBICITH BCIIYX. .. — BepeHup AefCTBUTENIBHO BTSN 3aAyMUUBBIM. — YUTO Oynem
C HUM JienaThb?

— A ectb BapuaHThl? — Hcxa nogHsima o6e OpoBu.

— Bospmenis ero, kak u bo? — yTouHu oH.

— TbI IPOTUB? — HACTOPOXKUJIACH OHA.

Omna naxe He nogymaina, 4to Bepenupy 31o He noHpaBuTcsi. Bo3MOXHO, OH COBCEM HE IOTOB
K JIETIM, KOTOpbIE CBAIMJIMCH HA HETO KaK CHEr Ha rojioBy?

— H-ner, — 3annyincs oH. — Her, 51 He npotuB. [IeTH ¢ 1apoM — 3TO XOPOILLINI Marn4ecKUi
pe3epB, M OHU HYXKHbl KHS)KECTBY.

— Onu npocro neru, Bepennp! — BockimkHyna Mcxa rpomue, yeM xoTtena, Ha HUX Aaxe
00epHYJIUCh HEKOTOpbIE APy KMHHUKH, CTaTpyH ¥ ero 104b. JKeHa crapuka apemana psaoM.

Hcxe nokazanoch, 4To AecHUIA HEJOBOJILHO Ha Hee MissHyJ. [a uro ¢ Hum Takoe? [louemy
OH BCE BOCIPUHMMAET C TOUKH 3peHUs pakTUYHOCTH?! V1 CHOBa B roJIOBY 3aKpajiach MbIC/Ib O TOM,
WCIIBITBIBAJ OBl OH K HEel Te YyBCTBA, KOTOPBIE €CTh ceivac, eciv Obl OHa ObUIa OOBIYHON AEBYIITKOW
6e3 marun? Ecii Obl OHa He MOTJIa PUHOCUTH MOJb3y? OcTtaBasicst Obl OH C HEWt?..

— JlaBaii goma moroBopuM. — JleCHMIIA B3JOXHYJ U TOCIHENIMJ OTheXaTh OT BEIbMbI
nojiasipiie. Bumumo, yToObl OHA He pelniia MPOIOKUThH pasroBop.

XBana {AcHoropsimemy! JoOpamuce! ConHile KJIOHWIOCH K ropusoHTy. ObparHas nopora
BBIIILIa rOpaszo Oosnee qonras. JTa Moe3/iKa MOpsSAKOM YTOMIIA ecHuily. Bee, dero oH xoren, —
Jieyb B MOCTENIb U IIPOCTIaTh KaK MUHUMYM /IO CJIEAYIOIIEro Beyepa.

Cepple KaMeHHbIE CTEHbI 3aMKa HECITH 1yBCTBO Oe30macHOCTH. TObKO KOTja MX rpyIra oKas3a-
Jlach BHYTPH, OH CMOT CIIOKOWHO B3/I0XHYTh. MOXHO pacciaduthbest. Ho criepBa — J0I0KUTH KHS3IO
000 BceM. OH Aaxe He NMpeaynpeail ero JMYHO, KyJa OTrpaBwics. Tak cremmi, uyTo nepeaai Bce
yepe3 Bucrapra. Bepenup nuib Hagesiics, uto TpoiTaH He OyleT rHeBaThCsl Ha HErO 3a CaMOYIIpaB-
CTBO. XOTsI TOCHONAph JAOBEPSUI €My HACTOJIBKO, YTO IECHUIIA TIOJTyYaJsl MOYTH MOJTHYI0 CBOOOLY JIeii-
cTBuil. Bee ke Oosbllie MATHAAIATYA 3UM OH BEPOU U MPABIOH CITY KW IPABUTEITIO M KHSIKECTBY.

Bepenup nono3ean ogHy U3 Clly’kaHOK, KOTOpasi POXOIMIIa Mo JBOPY, U BeJel €l BpEMEHHO
YCTPOUTb CEMBIO CTApUKa B 3aMKe. 1M BceM Hy’KHO HEMHOTO OTJOXHYTb,  IOTOM YK€ Pa3MbIILLIATD,
YTO JIeJIaTh JaJjIblIIe.

— Jlasaii nomepxy. — Bepenup nopomen k Mcxe, koTopast coOrpanach ¢ peOeHKOM Ha pyKax
BBIOVPATHCS U3 TIOBO3KH.

OHa cTpaHHO Ha HEro IIsIHYJA, OyATO pelliaia, CTOUT JIU 3TO JieaTh.

— Hcxa, g ero He MoKycaw, — yXMbUIbHYJICS Bepenup.

Kaxercsi, oHa cMyTHiiach 1 nogasia Majibuyrana. OH OCMOTpET Ha HETO U YJIBIOHYJICS.

— IIpuser, — cka3zan necHuIa.

MunazeHel B OTBET UTO-TO MPOJIETeTal.
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— OH yT0, nbITaeTcsl roBopuTh? — BepeHup mocMoTrpesn Ha BeAbMY, KOTOpasi CO CTOHAMU
pa3sMHHaja 3aTeKIIre HOTH 10C/e JOPOTH.

— Hy na, aetn npuMepHoO B 3TO BpeMs U HAUMHAIOT TOBOPUTh. — OHa nosxasa 1jiedyamu.

— Ho oH eme cimkom mai.

— Tor crmumkom Mad, a kpoxa? — Mcxa 3a0pana y BepeHupa peOeHKa, CKPUBUB CMEITHYIO
POXKUILY. MaJbliil 3a1UJICS] CMEXOM.

Kpoxa? [Tomoru emy He6o! BepeHup B310XHYJT U TIOIIeN cyieioM 3a Vicxoil BHYTpb.

— Ero gaBHO HyXHO IIEpeOAETb.

— ¢ npukaxy, 4ToObI €My HAIIUIM HSHIO.

U cHOBa 3TOT ee cTpaHHbIN B3MJIsA!

— Yro g He Tak cka3a? — BepeHup HauMHAI pa3/ipaKarhbCs.

— Bce B nopszike, — 3aBepuiia ero VMcxa. — Hsans emy npaBaa Oyaer HyxkHa. Ho moka ee
HET... — Be/IbMa 3aMoJT4yaia, OCIOCIOKABIINCH ¢ MaIbIIIoM. — $1 Oyay 3a Hee, mpaBja, KOTCHOK?

Manb4uk onsTh YABIOHYJICS M MIPOU3HEC YTO-TO BPOJIE «TEHOK». BepeHup mokayal rojoBoi.
OkazbiBaetcsi, bo oueHb HUYEro Mo CpaBHEHUIO C STUM MeJIKUM. .. [lo kpaiiHeit mepe, ¢ bo MokHO
MIOTOBOPUTb.

OHM NOAHSAINCH B KOPUJIOP, IJI€ pacrioiarajuch UX Mokou. BepeHup crepsa xoTen NpoBOAUTh
Hcxy, a motom oTripaBisaThes K cede. HaBcrpeuy nm BoiOekan Bo30yxaeHHbIN Bo.

— A 4 3HaJI, YTO BBI MPHUJETE C MAJBIIIOM! — BBHINAIWII OH, KUHYBIIUCH OOHUMaTh McXy.

— Bugen B BugeHumn? — cepbe3HO yTOYHWJI Mar.

— Her, MBI B OKHO 32 BamMu HaOmogamu! — ropao Beiian bo.

— Toi ¢ Urpetoii? — ynbpiOHyaach BeibMa, MOTPETaB Oesible BOJIOCH MajlbuyraHa.

N kak ona 3anomuHaeT umeHa Bcex ciayr? Bepuup nokocwiics Ha Mcxy. Kaxkercs, Tak 3Banu
HSIHIO MaJIbuMKa, HO C YBEPEHHOCTHIO OH CKa3aTh HE CMOT OBbl.

— Her! — Bo oyenb ropao nokauas rojioBou U 3aMoTJall.

— Torma ¢ xeM 15l ObLT?

Bepenup Bugen, uro Vcxa cnipammBana, He 0co000 3ayMbIBasiCh HaJl BOIIPOCOM, IPOCTO TOJI-
nepxuBaia deceny ¢ peOEHKOM, KOTOPBIH MO Hel HABEPHSIKA COCKYUHJICS, a caMa B 9TO BPeMsI BUTAJIa
B MBICJISIX.

Onu noonu K ABepsam nokoeB Mcxu. BepeHup TonkHy JBepb, YTOOBI MPOIYCTUTH BIEPE
Hcxy. Bo BOeskas nepBblil.

— OH ckazai, 4To O4YeHb X0UeT Tedst yBUAETh! — COOOIIMIT MaJIbYUK IPOMKO.

— Jla o xom ThI roBOpHUIIIL, B0? — HMcxa Bee ke ouHy/nach OT 3ayMUUMBOCTH.

— Jymato, peub 000 MHe. — V3-32 GOJTBIIOrO CTOJMa, KOTOPBIM UCTIONH30BAJICS 1)1 TPUTOTOB-
JIeHW s CHaJOOWH, TIOIHSJICS MEepPTBeEl.

Her, oH, KOHEYHO, He ObLIT MEPTBBIM — OH JIBIINIAJ, JBUTaJicsi M roBopuil. Ho TakoBBIM ero Bce
yke JI0JIT0€ BpeMsl CUMTAIIH.

Hcxa 3acTpina Ha miopore, He B cuiiax OoJble caenarh U mara. OHa rnodneHena Tak, 4To Bec-
HYUIKY MPOCTYIWIM Ha JIMLIE SIPKUMU MSATHaMU. BepeHupy mokasasnoch, 4YTO OHa BOT-BOT YIAJeT.
Ona nomarHysnack. OH KMHYJICS K HEW, PUIEpXKas.

— Bo3pMH, — caaBieHHO cKa3aja oHa U nepejana eMy XajluMma, a IoTOM c/iesajia HECKOJIBKO
HETBEP/IBIX IIAroB K YeJI0BEKY, KOTOPBI pOOKO YIIbIOACS, ITIs1/1s1 Ha Hee.

Bepenup u cam no4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK 3eMJIsl YXOAUT U3-TI0[ HOT.

Jla Kak OH cMeeT 3asBJIAThCA B 3aMOK. .. BOT Tak?! Y BooOiiie, KTo ero ciona myctui?!

[Mupoxkumu 1maraMu, OH HOJOUIEN K IIMPOKOW KPOBATH U MOJNOKWII Ha Hee XaluMma.

JlecHuiia Haxoausics Kak OyaTo B Kommape. Vcxa ¢ 3auapoBaHHBIM BUIOM JIBUTAJIACh K HE3Ba-
HOMY TOCTIO.

— JKuBo#, rocnionu SIcHoropsinuii. .. — mpoientana oHa. — KHUBOI. ..
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Ona npudnusmiack K ['pury, v oH 3aKkIi049niI ee B 00bsATHs. BejbMa He OTBeTHIIA Ha HUX, TTPO-
CTO cTOs1a, Oy/TO 3a0bLIa, KaK TBUTATHC.

I'HeB, sipocTh, 6€3yMHas 37I0CTh HAKATWIIM TaK BHE3AIHO, 4TO Bepenup naxe He nmogymai Boc-
nosb3oBaThesl Marved. CTpesioll OH OKa3aJicsl BO3JIE BO3MYTHUTEINS CIIOKOWMCTBUS U, PE3KUM JIBUKeE-
HHEM OTTOJIKHYB ero ot Mcxu, yaapui KylakoM B JIUILIO.
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I'naBa 5

— Bepenup! — He cBoMM rosiocom 3akpuyaia Vcxa, KUHYBIIMCh Ha HETO, KOT/1a OH KOPILIYHOM
Hasieren Ha ['pura. — Croit! Ocranosucs! IIpexparu!

Ona pp1iaza B rojioc, OTTATMBAas €10 OT XpeLa, KOTOPIY U He AyMaJl COPOTUBIAThCA. [lecHnna
yCIies TPU pa3a yAapuTh ero. Ficxa MepTBbIM Ipy30M MOBHUC/IA Ha €ro pyke. OH TSXKeNo JblIlall.

Bce e mo-Hacrosimemy. Her. Dtoro O6biTh He Moxker. He Moxer!

— Cuiessp ¢ Hero! Bepenup!

Omna cama He y3HaBasa cBoM ToH. Mcnyr, naxe nanuka. Bepennp nosanun ['pura Ha non u
oceqiai ero. OHa BLIENMJIACh B HETO, HE MO3BOJISAS] CHOBA 3aHECTH KyJak. A I'pur... OH ynbiOHyCS,
MOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY Ha OOK M CIUTIOHYJI KPOBABBIM CI'YCTOK Ha KaMEHHBIN T1O0J1.

— Bce B nopsagxe, Mcxa, — cka3zai OH JI0 ykaca CHOKOMHO. — DTO BIIOJIHE 3aCIIyKEHHO.

— Moskelib OTIyCTUTh MeHsl, — MpousHec Bepenup rinyxo. — $1 Gosiblie He CTaHy ero OUTh.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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