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AHHOTaAMSA

JIoM nouTH paspyiieH, neprojia — eAMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, Tjie elle
*uBeT yioT. Ciofia MoXujIas ’KeHIIWHA PUBOIUT JEBOUKY, HAUIEHHYIO
HoJ JOKIEM: KYyAPSBYIO, 3BOHKO CMEIOIIYIOCS, CJIOBHO KyCOYeK
yTPaueHHOro JeTcTBa. 3a00TsICh O HeW, repouHsl OyATO HUCIeNseT
CTapylo paHy, O KOTOPO# MoJyaja BCio sku3Hb. Ho mpaB/ia, KOTopyo
HE CHpATaTb OaX€ B CaMbIX CBETJIBIX YTOJIKAX IMaMATH, OAHAXIbI
CTaHOBMTCSI OYEBUIHOM: 3Ta JIEBOYKA — €€ CeCTpa, yMepIlasi MHOrO
JeT Hazaa. U Tenephb nepe Hell CTOMT BBIOOP: TMO3BOJUTH MPOIILIOMY
CHOBa 3a0paTh ee WM HalWTh B STOM BCTpeue MpPOIIAJIbHBINA [Jap,
KOTOPbIN HAKOHEIl IIOMOKET OTITYCTUTh OOJb.
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I 1aBa nepsasli.
Henpoxoaumsbii Jiec

BonbHOM M MCKajieueHHBI KOT 6e3 ycTald OTKpPhIBaJ POT,
JIMIIb M3peNIKa MU3/1aBasi KaJIOOHBIA M eJie 3aMETHBIN ITUCK, KO-
TOPBIA PACTBOPSUICS B BO3/IyXE, YXOM BlIAJIb, TIO €r0 PEKUM U
rpsi3HbIM ycaM. Ero koska Obliia MOKPhITa KPOBABBIMU PaHAMMU, U3
KOTOPBIX, TOPKAMH TPOIJISIABIBAJIMCH BBIIPAHHBIC TIPOMEXKYTKH
mepctu. JKecTKuil ¥ U3BOPOTIIMBHINA, OH Ha ONlepexeHue moaoe-
KaJl K ME/IJICHHBIM TOIIMM HOTaM Y CHJIbHO TPHIKAJICS TaK, 4TO
OHU TYT K€ TOKOCWIUCh. Tenepb OH C TPYAHOCTHIO BBICMATPUBAJT
e JINIIO, TOCTOSTHHO YBOJISI B3IJISI/I OT SIPKOTO COJTHEYHOTO CBETA.
7KanoOHbIi BOH, ellie OfIiH, M 4yTh O0Jiee TPOMKHIA.

Horu noxusioi xeHIUHbI COeTUHUINCH BOSUHO HA TPOTSI-
*keHHOM BbIioxe. Koraa oHa omyctuiia MeJIeHHbIN B3IJIsA]], OHA
BUjIeNa riepes] cOOO0 CBETIOe U TIOUTH PbiKee MOJI0THO, KOTOpOe
Pa3IOKUIOCh BIIEpeId HACTOJIBKO, UYTO HE OCTAaBaJIOCh OOJIbIIE
MECTA IJISI €€ HEOOJIBIIIOTO IIIara.

— TonbKo e, 1 onATh pa3BIUIICS, OT r0JI0/1a YMUPAET OH, —



C HETrOJOBAHUEM M pa30YyapOBaHUEM, OHA TOTSAHYJIACh K PE3HOU
JEepEeBSIHHON KaJMTKe. Pa3onpaHHOe Teso U yIiv, OHa yBUJENa,
KaK MeJIbKHYJT HAIOC/IEIOK €r0 TOHKHIA XBOCT, BOPOTA XJIOMTHYJIH
Y 4yTh JIK HE CAMM PACKPBUIKCh OT TSKECTH ero Beca.

— AX, HEerojistii, — He ycriesia OHa 3aKOHYHTh, KaK TOT yKe
Oesxalt poYb K BO3BHIIIAIIEMYCs HeJlaieKo aepeBy. HenoBorb-
HO MOTasi TOJIOBOUM U OTTPSIXHYB ¢ ceOs1 OJI0X, OH yXke ¢ UHTepe-
COM TIPHMHSLICS OOHIOXMBATh €ro, HO Ha MIHOBEHHE OTBJIEK €ro
BHOBb Pa3/IaBIIMICS CKPUIT CTAPBIX JAEPEBAHHBIX BOPOT.

MaJieHbKHe 11ar, OHa OMUPaIach Ha HEPACKPHITYIO CTBOPKY,
MOKa Ta, HAKOHEIl, He 3aKkoHumIach. Ctapasi TpPOCTh BOH3UJIACH
B MSITKYIO U CHIPYIO TPaBy, B JaJId Tereph YK€ OTYETIUBO ObLI
BHJIEH TEMHBIH JIeC, OTKY/Ia, Ka3aJocCh, 10 Hee Ha MTHOBEHHE JI0-
TPOHYJICSI OTTOJIOCOK TOH MTPOXJIA/Ibl ¥ CBEXKECTH.

Vike 3aKOHUMIIUCh TE€ HEMHOTHE JIOMa, KOTOpBIE JaBHO HE BU-
JIeJTA CBOMX XO3sI€B, HEKOTOPBIE M3 HUX TaK M HE IO /IAJIUCh TOH
3a00ThI ¥ MPUKJIOHMWIUCH K 3eMie. KycTapHUKY U JepeBbsi yKe
BO BCIO 3a0paJich BBEPX, (popMupys u3 ceOsl 3eyieHble U IIBETY-
I1Me XOJIMbl. B HU3MHE BeTep yxke He MOT JJOCTaTh 10 Hee, 110 JIOY
MOTEKJIM MaJIeHbKKE KareJbKu X0IoaHoro nora. OHa GepexHO
IpoTepIia JIMIO [IATKOM, KOTOPBIA OHA J0CTajla U3 OrPOMHOIO
KapMaHa CBOETO JOMAIITHErO TLIaThsI.

JlepeBbst MIOTHOM CTEHON BO3BBIIIAIMCH YK€ B HECKOJIbKHX
HeOOoJbIINX Iarax ot Hee. TPocTh yXomuiia BHU3, MIOKA YEpHOE
IATHO MPOXOIMIIO Y cambix HOr. Ee Teno omycruiock Breper,
crapasl pyka IbITajlach IOMMAaTh 3eMJTIO, KaK Jpyrast yxe ycre-



JIa HaIllyaTh TPOCTh, KOTOPAsi ME/IJIEHHO CKATHIBAJIACH T10 €€ KO-
poTkuM KojieHsiM. OHa CHOBa MOCIYKWJIa €d TOM BaXXKHOM OMO-
poit, momorya ycrosaTh. OHa BBIIOXHYJIA U YK€ BCMaTpUBAJIaCh
B TO, UTO 4yTh He cOmIo ee ¢ Hor. Ee ra3a Bce Tak *ke IIoXo
BUIEIN B caMOl OJIM31, HO OHA MOHsJIA TOYHO, 3TO OBLIT KOT, HO
OH OBLT HE TAKUM OOJIBIIIUM, HAOOOPOT, TOIIUM U MaJICHbKHM.
— Tet otkyna 3aech? Mblen yumibcs JoBuTh? — OHa ¢
JIETKOM YJIBIOKOW 0OpaThiiach K HEMY, a TOT, HAKOHel] IIOHSIB, UTO
€ro 3aMeTWJIM U oOpaTu/IM BHUMAaHHUE, PaJOCTHO TOAHS CBOM
XBOCT BBepX. TOJIbKO, TOT MHTEpeC ObLT HEIOITUM, €ro yBJIeK-
JIa BBICOKAsl TpaBa, a MOTOM U TiecTpasi 6abouka, KOTopasi UcKa-
Jla MeCTO, YTOOBI CECTh Ha OMMIKAMIYI0 TpaBUHKY. OH MPBITHYI
BJIQJTb, TIOKA TIOJTHOCTBIO He CKPBUICS CPEAV PaCTUTEILHOCTH.
Jlec ObUT 3HAKOM, HO HAWTU BXOJ B HETO OHA TaK M HE CMOT-
na. [TI0THBIE KyCTapHUKH, ]a M CAMU JIEPEBbsT MO3OJIVIIN B3IJISI.
PasriisiieB, HakoHell, Y3KUH JIa3 MeK1y KPUBBIMU U OTCTPaHEH-
HBIMH JPYT OT Apyra JAepeBbsMHU, OHA HAIPABUJIACH TY/A.
[TpuurHa, MO KOTOPOW OHA TaK TMOCIEIIHO MOKWHY/IA JIOM U
HEJIeTIO CTYTaJjia 1Mo BBICOKOU W 3allyTaHHOW TpaBe, OHa yXke He
nomHuIa. OHa I0ATO CTOSIIa M MyYasia ToJioBy Oe3yCHelTHbIMU
TIOITBITKAMM, HO TaK M HE CMOIJIa HUYero BCIIOMHUTH. A 3aKPbI-
na ym oHa Bopota? Ee yke OoKyTasim COMHEHHUsI, HO OHU TaK Ke
OBICTPO PACTBOPUJIKCH, U TeNleph OHA He JiyMasa Hu o 4yeM. Crie-
penu yxe ObUTO OOJIbIIIe CBOOOTHOTO MECTa JIJIs1 HOT, CTYMaTh Obl-
JIO Jlerye, CpaBHUBAsI C TEMH TPYTHOCTSIMU, KOTOpPHIE OHA YKe
ycrena npeofosyiets paHee. OHa 4acTo Jesaja nepepbiBbl MEKTy



IIaramu, BIJISIILIBAsiCh B MHOTOUMCIICHHBIE TEMHBIE CTBOJIBI, TTbI-
TasiCh pasIIsiIETh MECTO, TJIe OHAa CMOTJIa Obl HAKOHEIT TIPUCECTb,
WY TIPOCTO OOJIOKOTUTHCSI Ha OOK.

Ona npuntypuiach, BCMaTpuBasich CBOMMH C1aObIMU TJ1a3a-
MU BAajb. HEmoBOpOT/IMBBIE HOTM COBEPITIAIIH JIUIIL HEOObITINE
n3ruosl. [llarm, KoTopbie MPOXOAUIIHCH MO CAMOW TPOIIUIOTOIHEH
JIMCTBE, HAKOHEell YNEepIuCh B MACCHUBHBIA TEMHBIA CTBOJI, OHA
MOATSIHYJIACh U YyTh JIM HE TIOBUCTIA HA HEM, BCEMU CHJIaMU YTIH-
pasich M JaBasi HOTaMm JITKYIO TIePE/IbIIIIKY.

Crapble BOCIIOMMHAHUSI BBIPHIBAIUCH U TOTJIONIATN HOBBIE,
KOTOPOE He YCIeBaJIM TOJIKOM (DOPMHUPOBATHCS.

— Bennplii namna, 60JILHOM U CTaphIid, a TaKue OOJIbIINE Jepe-
Bbsl pyons1. — OHa nokayvasa rojioBoid, 1 BCMaTpuBajiach B Mac-
CUBHBIE KOpHU. — OH C OJHOM CTOPOHBI WJTY AEpXKaJl, a €ro Ha-
NIApHUK, ¢ Ipyrou ctopoHsl. [lotom ke eme u Banwin. Ha 3aBo-
IbI BCE, YTO TOJIbKO MOIJIM OTIpaBiistin. — OHa CHOBa I1yoo-
KO BBIJJOXHYJIA, MyCThIE 71432 3aKPhUIUCHh U HACHIIIATNCH JIETKOW
MPOXJIAJOM. 3anax CBEXEH JIMCTBBI M 3€MJIM U BJIard CMEIIMBa-
JICh U PACTBOPSUIUCH B O0JIee TEIJIOM BO3JIyXe.

[TpsiMO HampPOTUB, BO3BBIIIAJICS HaJl MHOTOYHUCIEHHBIMU KY-
CTAapHUKAMHU OTPOMHBIN yO, KOPHU KOTOPOTrO M3ruOaanch U
MOJAHUMAJTMCh BBICOKO HaJl 3eMJIEH, OHU CIIOBHO OTPOMHBIE 3MEU,
3aKPy4UBAIUCH B MPUUY//TUBbIE y30pbl. I3pbITasi mouBa, JIUCThA,
Y BETKU C keTyasaMu. [ opbl HecheJOOHBIX MJIOI0B MOYTH MOTHO-
CTBIO 3aIOJHSUIA OJHY M3 TeX MHOTOUYMCIIEHHBIX SIM U HEPOBHO-
CTel.



Kenmynu, manieHpKre U OOJbIIHE.

— Kak ke OHM MOXOXHM Ha CKOPJYIIKM JIECHOTO Oopexa, —
CJIOBHO peOEHOK, KOTOPBIN YBHUIET KOH(ETHI, YIUBUIACH TTOKH-
JIast JKEHIIMHA, a B ee MaMATH, CJIOBHO Ha SIBY, BCIUIBLIO CTapOe
¥ OJHOBPEMEHHO HOBOE BOCIIOMIHAHUE.

«Kpyrom nec, cBexuii BO3IyX, a 51 COBCEM MaJIeHbKasl, 3a JIeC-
HBIM OpEXOM IIIJ1a. BoJibIiie BCero JIeuH psgoM ¢ OOJTBIITMMU Jie-
PEBbsIMHU OBLUIO, OKOJIO PACKUIUCTBIX 1yOOB, coceH. Opexu MOX-
HO OBUTO Cpa3sy 1eJIbIMU TPO3JIbIME CIIUPATh: OHU TIO YETHIPE, 1O
IAATh, M JJaXe 10 ceMb pociii. S ux codOupana u yuctuia... Ka-
Kasl ke KpacuBas gepeBHs Urende Obu1a. He mymana naske torna,
YTO OHA MPOMAJIET. . .»

Henb3st ObLTIO 10rafgaThesi, CKOJIBKO BPEMEHH OHA yXKe TPOBe-
J1a, OOJIOKOTHUBIIIMCH M CJIeTKa MpUCeasl Ha CTapblid M OJIHOBpE-
MEHHO TIOJTHBIA ®MU3HU CTBOJI. CKBO3b OIPOMHBIE KPOHBI Jiepe-
BbEB €JIe TIPOXO/INJI CBET, M He OBbUIO TaK OTUETIIMBO BUIHO HeOa.
HimeHHO 371ech, OHa B TIOJTHOW Mepe, 3a0biBasi O HECKOHYaeMOM
O0NM B HOTaxX M pyKax, MOIJIa HACIAJUTHCS IIIyMOM OT IIIeJiecTa
yctbeB. OH ObUT HACTONIBKO CUJTBHBIM, UTO JIaXe c1adble OT Bpe-
MEHHU YIIH, MOTJIA YJIIOBUTH €ro 6e3 0cO00ro HarpsiKeHU .

Ona mocMoTpena Ha3all, OTKy/a MPHIIUIA, Ha eNe, OHA CMOT-
perna yxe B IPOTUBOIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY, H YiKe IpuMedaia ceoe
OPHEHTHUPBI.

— [la, 51 oTTYy/a npuIiuia, He 3a0bITh Obl, — MOATBEPIUIIA OHA
BCITYX, U C TIPOH3UTEIBHON OOJBIO, KOTOpasi BHIPBAIACh U3 Hee



MPUTTYIIEHHBIM KPUKOM, OHA TIPUIIypHJIA T71a3a, MBIIIIIIbI JIMIIA
paccIabuInCh, ¥ OHA CieJiasia TIEPBHI IIar 3a CTOJb JOJIT0e Bpe-
MsI TIOKOSI.

— Cupertb Hemb3s1, XOAUTh Heslb3s1, He 3Hal0, KaK U KUTb. —
OnHa Ha MrHOBEHME OCTaHOBUJIACh, COOMPAst MBICTIM BOEMHO, —
Ecnu 10110 He MoXoAWIIh, OHU W BOBCE OTKAXYTCS UATH. Jlom-
r0 XOIUIIlb, OHU OOJIeTh HAYMHAIT... OT yero onu GonsAt? He
3HaMW... — OHa HeIOBOJILHO OTMAxHYJIach OT CBOETO ke OTBEeTa
B ITYCTOTY.

Ona crynana Tam, e He OblIo OOJBIION TPaBbl U KOPHEH.
Crapas 00yBb TOTpOIIMIIA W MPOJIBUTAIA BCE JajIbllie, BIEepeN
ceOs1, CyXylo U JIMIIEHHYIO )XU3HU JUCTBY. Kazanock, 4To mym
ceifuac ObUT KyJa OoJiee TPOMKUM, YeM TOr/a, KOIjia OHa OT/bI-
xana. JIo Hee JOHOCHIIOCH JIake TIeHHe IMTHII, KOTOPOe OHA yXke
JIABHO He CIiblnaia. Berep elre pa3 KOJNBIXHYJ ee HEIJIOTHO T10-
KPBITBIH [JTATOK HA BOJIOCAX, OHA OCTAHOBHMJIACh U TIONIPABUJIA €T0
cBoOonHOM pykoi. Ctapasich He TIOTepSATh PAaBHOBECHE M YIIH-
pasich yke JIByMsl pyKaMu, OHa BHOBb OOpaTujia BHUMaHUE Ha
IIPOCTPAHCTBO MEXK1y KPOH. JIUCThs Teneph CJMBAIUCH B €IMHOE
MOJIOTHO, a HEOO Ka3aloch CepbIM, CJIOBHO HaJl JIECOM 3aBHCA
orpoMHas Tyda. Mumo mniposnerena OoJbiiasi MTHUIIA, U OHA TIOJ-
HOCTBIO U C YCUJIMEM TIOBEPHYJIACh B €€ CTOPOHY, YTOOBI MOJTyY-
IIe ee pasrIsi/ieTh, a Ta YKe yJeTena mpoyb.

— DT0 cOBa, HABEpHOE, a MOXKeET, (PWIJIMH, — TaK U He yCIeB
NOMMATh MTUITY B3IJISAOM, IPOrOBOPUJIA OHA CTIOKOWHBIM TOJIO-
COM.



Ona cHOBa XOTeJia Halpsyb B30p, HO TYT € ONOMHWJIACH,
0OMJEBIINCH ¥ MBICJIEHHO TOPYyTraB ce0si, OHa CHOBA TIOIILIA BIIe-
pel, OYepeIHOM pa3, HCHAPOKOM CMEHUB HallpaBJICHUE.

Ha nytn nonasanuce 6osblie BETKH, ¢ KOPHSAMU ObUIN BbI-
JpaHbl KYCTAPHUKH, KOTOPbIE C TPYJOM MPUXOANIOCH OOXOIHUTb.

— 41 He Tyna, HaBepHOE, TMOIILIa, — MOpYyraia OHa ceOst CHO-
Ba, ¥ )KAJIOOHO BBIIOXHYJIA. — DTO TOJI0BA Y MEHS yKe B JPYTYIO
CTOpOHY no1ua. .. — C mycToil yabI0Kkoil BIMOJIBIJIA, HAKOHEL],
oHa. CJIOBHO OMOMHUMBIIMCh M YAMBUBIIKCH ce0e, OHa HEOXKH-
JAHHO MPOJOJIKHUIIA.

— OpHa JKeHIIMHA, TOJIOBA y Hee yKe COBCeM He cooOpaxkala,
BBIIIUIA U3 IOMA, U yIIUIa; ee OoJIbliIe TAK HUKTO U He BUJIEN, —
ee I71a3a He HaXOWJIM MOKOsI, @ HOTH 0e3 KOHIIa BOPOIIWIIN YKe
IIPUKATYIO K 3€MJIE TPaBYy.

[lanuka oka3ajacb HEJJOJITOM, OYEPETHOM pa3 OIVIsIEBILNCH,
Ha MoJyoOOpOTe, BO B3MJIsA[ BPE3aJCsl CBET/IbIA MPOMEXYTOK;
HAa MTHOBEHHE, OH CIUIOLIHBIM SIPKMM CTOJIOOM MPOKATUJICA TI0
OCTaJIbHBIM JIEPEBbsIM U KycTam. OHa OoJblie He JymMaa, a [uia
K HEMY, K CBETY, KOTOPOMY Y/1aJIOCh IIPOWTH CKBO3b JIEC.

JlepeBbs penenu, a CoNHIIE, Ka3ajaoCh, OCTAJIOCh Y&Ke AAJIEKO 3a
necom. OHO 3a0pasio ¢ coOol Te peaKre TEMHbIE TEHU, OCTABUB
JIMILIb TEMHBIU I'yCTON KOBEP. CIIOBHO HIEPCTSHOM, HOTY CTYIIAINA
1o HeMy yike 6e3 ocoObix ycunuid. [Toxkunas xeHIrHa He ocTa-
HABJIMBAJIaCh HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO €€ HOTM KOCHJIO, OHM cruda-
JIMCh U YXOAWUJIU BHU3.

JlepeBbsi KacaJIMCh TPaBbl, KJIAHSIACH ITOYTH IO CaMOM 3€M-



JIM; BeTep MOJXBATUII U ee JIeTKOe JIOMaIlTHee MIaThe, 32 KOTOPOoe
yCTIe M 3alIeTIThCS CeMeHa pacTeHui. Betep mogxBareiBa qake
o0naka, OrpOMHBIE TEMHO-CEpble MacChl HECIIMCh €1 HaBCTpedy
C HEMBICITUMOM CKOPOCTBIO.

OnHa CHOBa MPUIIYpUJIACh, OT HETOIOBAHUS, J1A)Ke MTPUOTK PbI-
na pot. CoBceM MajieHbKasi, CBeTJIOBOIOCast IeBouka. Ha Bun e
OT CHJIBI MOKHO OBLJIO AaTh YeThipe rofa. OHa JIerko, CJIOBHO Iy-
IIMHKA, YXO/WJIA TO B OJIHY, TO B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY, €€ KyApsIBbIe
JIOKOHBI U3BMBAJIUCh HA BETPY U Ka3aJIUCh Jake OOJIbIle ee TOH-
KOTO U Yepecdyp XyAOro CHUITyITa.

Ona mocriemmiaa B TEeMHOTY, Karuis, emie ofHa. [1natok mo-
KpbUICS Toukamu. Karumi crekasiy v CKaThIBaJIMCh 110 TOHKOM Ha-
KHJIKE, JIePEBSIHHAS TPOCTh 0Opesia HOBBIN OoJiee SIPKUM IIBET.

JleBouka HE yHUMaJIach, KPYKMJa JOXKII0 B PAJOCTHOM TaH-
1ie, a BMecTe ¢ Hell, 6e33a00THBIN YepHblil KOT. MOKpbIe J1allbl,
TeJO, ero MIepCTh OJiecTeNa, U Ka3ajaoch, OTpaXxasa Bce KPacKu
3€JICHOU TpaBbl.

— JloueHbKka, — 0OpaTHJIach OHA K HEH, B MaHUKE YCKOPSIs
IIar ¥ yxe caupas ¢ ceds Ty CTapylo HaKuKy, KoTopas ycresna
HOJIHOCTBIO NMTPOMOKHYTb. OHa pacTsHyJla €e HaJl Heu, MoKa Ta
BepTeNach M cOMBasa CBEXHUE KAIUM C ONVKalIen TPaBhbl.
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