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I'maBa 1

Tsokenoe comHIe 6e3:KaT0CTHO OOKHUTAIO MOt BOKPYT JepeBHU BepOpyk TpeThe JeTo moapsis.
Bo3nyx nposkan Haj pacTpecKasllencs 3emel. [leBylika NpuKpblia 1J1a3a JIaJOHbIO, BIVISABIBAsCH
B Ty JIMHUIO, T7ie He0O, BBILIBETIIEE 0 OJIEKJION KECTH, CIMBAJIOCh C BBUKKEHHOM, MEPTBOH TTIMHOM.
OonaxoB He 0bUIO U ceroans. He 0bu10 yke MHOro AHel. MecsueB. Camo HeO0 OTBEpHYJIOCH OT HUX,
3areyaras I0J1 CTEKJISIHHBIM KOJITAKOM BEYHOT'O 3HOS.

Ee 3Basin Dneiin. Xynas qeByliKa JeBATHAILATH JIET C HEMOCTYIHBIMU CBETJIBIMU BOJIOCAMU, U
yCTaJIbIMH 3€JIEHBIMH IJ1a3aMH, B KOTOPBIX TOCEIIIACH IIPUBBIYHAS, ITyOOKast TpeBora. OHa oOepHy-
Jnack K Kosoaly. KamenHast kiajka, KOorga-To TeMHas OT BJIard, Tenephb OblIa MOKPBITA CEPOi MBLIBIO
U MayTHHOMW TpelnuH. Ha nHe, B m1yOOKOW TeHH, TYCKJIO MOONECKMBaIa Tpsi3HAs JIyKHUIA, OOJbIIe
MI0XOXasl Ha MyTHOE ISITHO, YeM Ha BOJY.

«Eme Ha 1Ba Beipa. MosxeT, Ha OfHO» — 0e3paJoCTHO MOAyMaJa JEeBYIIKa, OIyCKasi CBOE.

Llens ckpurena, 3ByK ObUI CyXUM, pasfpaxaonmM. MeTauimieckoe JHO TIIyXO CTYKHYJIO O
KaMHU Ha JIHe, ToAHNMas oOnako wia. Bona, ecn 310 MOXHO OBUIO Tak Ha3BaTh, ObLIa TEIUION U
MYTHO-KOpUYHEBOH. OHa 000XKET ropJio HE YTOJIUB Kaxbl. OCTaBUT TOJBKO IOpeyb.

JlepeBeHcKas TIoma s BOKPYT KOJIOIA OOBIYHO OblTa IEHTPOM KM3HU BepOpyka — IyMHBIM
MECTOM BCTpeu, CIUIETeH ¥ TOProBi. Tenepb 37ech ObUIO MYCTO M MEPTBEHHO TUXO. JIWIIb MbLIb,
MeJIKas U efikasi, KpyKujiach B 3HOMHOM MapeBe, OCelasi Ha PaCTPECKaBILENCs 3eMJle M BHICOXIIHX,
CepbIX JOCKaX JOMOB, ChE€KMBLIUXCS O[], COTHLEM.

DJeliH OCTOPOXKHO, YTOOB! HE B30ONTATh OCA/IOK, 3a4EpITHY/Ia MYTHYIO )KUIKOCTh B CBOW IJIU-
HSTHBIN KYBIIMH. DTOTO XBAaTUT pa3Be YTO CMOYMTH I'YOBI, IPOMOYHTH TPAIIKY AJIs1 102 U, MOXKET OBITb,
CBAPUTh 'OPCTh JKECTKOM Kpynbl. Ha Gosbliiee paccunThiBaTh HE MPUXOAUIIOCH.

— Moenb noaeMThes ? — THXUH, TOYTH 033BYYHBIN TOJIOC 3aCTABHJI JEBYIIKY OOEPHYThCSI.

Io3aau crosio ABOE AeTeil — XyAOLaBblii MaJIb4YKK JIET BOCBMU C OOJIBLIMMU, CIIMIIKOM B3pOC-
JILIMU I71a3aMH M €ro MJIaJIasi CecTpa, MpUKUMaBIIas K TPyAd TPAIMUYHYIO KYKJIy C BBILBETIIMMHU
yepramu juna. Ofexa Oblj1a MOTPENaHHOM, BUcesla MEIIKaMH Ha OCTPBIX IUIevax, a Ha IIeKax ocTa-
BaJIMCH OeJIble IOPOKKH OT BBICOXIHX ciie3 M . CupoTsl. Pomureneit 3abpana ta ke TMXopajka,
YTO U €€, TOJBbKO I'OJJOM IO3Ke.

«Cepaue pa3pblBaeTcsi», — MojgyMasa DJeiiH, U PUBbIYHAS TOpeUb MOACTYIUIIA K TOPIY.

— Cupora pa3ga€r BOOUUKY IpyrMM CUPOTKaM, — pa3zajics HACMEIIMBBIM, Cllerka 3aruieTa-
IOLIMICS TOJIOC CO CTOPOHBI 3allepTOi HAIIyXo MeKapHH. bieaHslil 10HoIA B HEKOrja A0pOroM, HO
Terepb NOPSIKOM U3HOLIEHHOM XUJIeTe MPUCIOHWICS K CTeHe, CKPECTHB PYKH Ha Ipyau. TOpH, ChIH
crapocthl. 1lleku myxiple OT CKPBITHIX 3aI1acoB, M 3TO 371MIIo Oonbiie Bcero. — Kak TporarensHo.
Hacrosmas cearas u3 rpssu.

— Orcranp, TopH, — DrneiiH Jaxe He HOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero. Pyku akKypaTHO HaJIMIv HEMHOTO
BOJIbl B MQJICHBKYIO JIEpPeBSAHHYIO Yalky. — VM HyxkHee.

JeBouka, JInnu, xkaaHo npumaa K yalike, a MalbuuK, Mapk, HACTOPOKEHHO CJIEINIT 32 CBIHOM
CTapOCThI, TOTOBBIM B JIIOOOW MOMEHT CXBAaTUTh CECTPY U yOekaTb B TeHb repeyska. OH UCIIBITHIBAT
K 9TOMY OTOPOCY M3 CBETCKMX KPYIOB TOJBKO HEHABUCTb. DJIEHH MOHUMAJIA €ro CIMIIKOM XOPOIIIO.
Benp ucneIThiBas1a TO ke camoe.

— 3Haellib, 4TO TOBOPAT B iepeBHe? — TOPH OTTONIKHYJICS OT CTEHBI M IOJOIIeN ONIKe, Hapy-
masi XpYyIKyko AUCTaHIMIO. 3arax s0J0YHOro CUIpa yIapuil B HOC — ellle OOUH AeUIUT, JOCTYII-
HBII JTUIIb U30paHHBIM. — ['OBOPAT, 3TO BCE U3-3a TaKMX, KaK Thl. CepbIX, yOOruX, HUKOMY He HyX-
HbIX. Boru rueBatotcst Ha BepOpyk 3a To, 4TO MbI TEpIHM cpey cedst HEUNCTYIO KPOBb, HE TIPHHECIN
JOJDKHOH KepTBBI )11 OUMIIEHUS.

«Heuncrast kpoBb». CTapasi, u3duras necHsi. Matpb ieByIIKy Oblia Yy:KOM, MPUIEIIIen 13-3a
rop, ¥ 3TOr0 HUKOTa He 3a0BbIBAJIH.
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— UYymb, — DrieiiH 3abpajia mycTylo Yallky U3 MaJIeHbKUX, JUNKUX pyK Jlwmm. — Wnu npo-
ciuch, TopH. TBOM CKa3Ky HUKOTO HE HAIOAT.

Ho cbiH crapocTsl ObUT 3071, TbsIH U, YTO XyKe BCEro, yBepeH B cBoell Oe3HakazaHHOCTH. OH
CXBATWUJI €€ 3a 3aISICThe CBOMMM BJIaXKHBIMU U LIENIKUMH PyKaMHU.

— He ykasbiBaii MHe, 4TO JiesiaTh, BIOPOCOK, — JbIXaHue TapHs 000kriio e meky. — Cra-
PENIIMHBI COOMPAIOTCST CErOAHs BedepoM. Mo oTell TOBOPUT, IIPUIILIO BpeMsl BCIIOMHUTD JIPEBHUE
TPAAWIMHU U TUIATUTH 1O JoaraM. Beem.

DneiiH BhIpBaia pyKy. JIBMKEHHS MOMyYMIOCh TOBOJIBHO PE3KMM, OTTOYEHHBIM IOJJaMU HE0O-
XOAUMOCTH OBITh CUJIbHOM, KOTJ]a HE Ha KOTO ONePEThCs.

— Iycrtp BcriomuHaloT. U xkenaresibHO, MyCcTh HAIYT cIOCOO BEPHYTH BOALY B KOJIOZIEIT U JOK/1b
c HeOa, TTOKa MbI BCE HE YMEPJIH OT JKaXKIbl UM HE ChEeJIU IPYT APYra, Kak KPbICHl B TPIOME.

Ona noBepHyJ1ach K JeTsM, cruHOM K TOpHY, IEMOHCTPATUBHO UTHOPHUPYSI €r0.

— Wnemre. Boga KoHUMIach, HO sl TIOKaXy BaM, I1ie B OBpare, MOXeT ObITh, OCTAJIUCh ME/IOBbIE
SITOIIBI. .. — ¥ J0OaBWIIa Tuile: — Ecu MypaBbu He CheJIH.

keksk

K Beuepy, Korga cosHIle, HAKOHEIT, CKATUJIOCh 32 TOPU30HT, OKpachB HeOO B O0JIe3HeHHO-0ar-
POBBIE TOHA, 110 JEPEBHE TMOTOMI3IH CITYXH.

JKeHIMHBI, pa3BenIMBaBIlIMe BHICTUPAHHOE Oellbe, KOTOPOE Tereph MPUXOANUIIOCH MOJIOCKATh
B OTCTOSIBIIIEHCS JIOK/IEBOU BOJIe, COOPAHHOM IO KarulssM B OOUKH 32 MECSIIbI, ENTaIUCh, KMBas B
CTOPOHY JJOMa CTapoCThl. JInIa ObIJIM 3aKPHITHI, IJ1a3a Oeraiu.

My>X4rHbI, BEpHYBIIUECS C MMOJEH C MyCTHIMU PYKaMH U TSKECThIO OE3HAIeKHOCTH B TUIeUax,
YIPIOMO KHMBAJIH, KOTJIa PEYb 3aX01Ia O «HEOOXOAMMOCTH KPAaHUX MEp», O «XKepTBe Il OOIIEro
Omnara». CiioBa ObUIM TYMaHHBIMH, HO CMBICJT BUCEJT B BO3/IyXe.

DJeliH cujeNia Ha CKaMelKe Yy OKHa, CBOErO MaJIeHHKOIO, MMOKOCUBIIETOCs JOMHUKA Ha CaMOM
okpanHe jepeBHHU. [locne cMepTu ponuTtesneit OHa Xuja 3[1eCh OflHa, OTTOPOAMBIIKUCEH OT KAJIOCTH U
nepenenTbiBaHuil padoTol M KHUraMy. MaJleHbKUI Oropojl 3a JIOMOM, KOTOPBIN paHBbIIe pajoBal
I71a3 COYHOM 3eJIeHbIO JIyKa, MOPKOBH U JYIIMCTBIX TPAB €€ MaTepH, Terepb MPeICTaBIsLT COO0M KO-
YOK CYXOM, MOTPECKABIICHCS 3eMJIM C HECKOIBKUMH YaxJIbIMU, CEPO-3€I€HBIMUA POCTKaMHU, OOPOB-
IIUMUCS 32 KU3Hb.

Ha xomeHsiX y AeBYIIKM Jieasla PacKpbiTasi KHATA — OJHA U3 HEMHOTMX, CAMBIX IIEHHBIX
Bellel, OCTaBIIMXCSI OT MaTepu. TOJCTHI (hOJIMAHT B MOTEPTOM KOxXaHOM Treperuiere. Micropuu o
JaJIbHUX CTPaHaXx, e TeKJIM MOJTHOBOJHBIE PEKH, O BOJIIIEOHBIX CYIIECTBAX U3 JIECOB, KOTOPHIX 3/1€Ch
JaBHO BBIPYOWIIM Ha JIPOBA, U O APEBHUX BPEMEHaX, Korja OOrv XOAWIN Cpeay JIoAeH 1 3aKII0YaIH
JOTOBOPHI.

DreiiH nepeucThIBaia CTPAHMIIBI, IEpIIaBbIe MMOJ1 MATbIIAMH, HO MBIC/IHU e€ OblH Jasieko. OHa
He Buena OykB. Ona Buaena uio TopHa, ciblliana B rOJIOBE €ro MbsHbIe YTPO3bI.

«JlpeBHUE TPAAUIHH. .. CMEIITHO IIPOCTO».

B xnurax matepu 6but1 Takue ucropru. O KepTBOIPUHOIIEHUSIX TyXaM ypoxasi, O IeBax, OT/a-
BaeMbIX peKaM. .. XOJOJHbI KOMOK CTpaxa Hayaj (hpOpMHUPOBAThLCS Y Hee Mo pedpamu.

— 3aBTpa ieHb y KOJIo/11a OyeT HeMpPOCThIM, — IMPOU3HECIIa OHA BCITYX, 00paIasich K MaJieHb-
KO sIepuile, 3aMepIliell Ha HarpeToM KamHe y riopora. Ee coOCTBeHHBIN T0JI0C TTPO3BYYaIT YyXKI0
B BeuepHeil ThirHe. — EIE HeCKObKO Hesleslb TaKoM kapbl, U OpaTh OyzneT coBceM Heuero. Toraa
HAYHETCsl HACTOSIIIAS TTAaHUKA.

Pe3skwii, HeTepreMBbIiA CTYK B KAIUTKY, OOJbIIIE IIOXOKUI HA yap, 3actai e€ Bpaciuiox. Knura
YyTb HE COCKOJIb3HYJIa C KoieH. Cep/tie TYJIKO yIapuio B TPYIU.

VY BOpOT, 3aJIUThIe OarpoBBIM CBETOM 3aKaTa, CTOSUIU Tpoe: crapocTta BepOpyka — rpy3HbIil
MYKUUHA C JIMIIOM, OOBETPEHHBIM U KpaiiHe 03a00UYEHHBIM; €ro TIePBBIN MOMOIIHUK, MOTYAJTUBBIN U
KpPEeNKHUi; U JepeBEeHCKUI IlaMaH MopTumep — cesloi, CyXomapblil CTApUK C I1a3aMHU LIBETa BbILBET-
I1Iero, MepTBOro Heba.
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— DreliH, auTsA, — Havals crapocta. OH u30erayl cMOTpeTh MPSIMO Ha Hee, B3I Oyxkaas
rae-1o Haj ee redoM. — CoOBeT CTapeHIluH MPOCUT... TO €CTh, KEJAeT TBOEro MPUCYTCTBHUS Ha
coOpannu. Ceituac.

— Moero? — aeByIIKa HAXMYpUJIach, MEIUIEHHO MOAHMMAsICh. Horm BIpyr cTayii BaTHHIMU.
Cupor, 1a enie ¥ ¢ <HeYMCTON KPOBbIO», B IEPEBEHCKOM COBETE He MpuBevaiu. Pa3Be 4To 151 BHITO-
BOpa WUJIM JIOTIOJTHUTEILHOU padoThl. — 3ademM?

— Bce y3Haemn Ha Mecte, — cTapocTa OTKANUISUICA. — DTO... OOJbINAs YeCTh I TaKOMH,
Kak Thl. [llaHC OCTYXUTh OOIIHMHE.

[Maman Moprumep Momda cmotpen Ha Hee. OT 3TOro B3IVIAAA MO CIIMHE DJIEHH Mmpodeska
JIeJISTHOM, TOITHOTBOPHBINA XOJIOMIOK.

— 4... 1 Mory oTKa3arbcsi? — CIPOCHJIa OHa, yKe 3apaHee 3Hasl OTBET.

— KoneuHo, 1utsi, — OTBETHJI CTApOCTa, HO €ro IJ1a3a, MEeJIbKOM BCTPETUBIIUECS C €€ B3IJIs-
1oM, roBopuiiu oopataoe. — Codoanas Bosist. Ho Toraa. .. — oH caenan nay3y s apdexra, — ...
TOTJ1a MBI HE CMOXeM ToMoub Mapky u JInnu. 3Haelib, COBET Kak pa3 cCOOMPAETCs ONPeIeSTUTh CyAbOy
KPYIJIBIX CUPOT ceroits. be3 nopaepkku oOIUHEIL. .. B TAKKME BpeMeHa MX XKJeT Joiras qopora. Mnm
rOJIOfIHAs sIMa 32 OKOJIMLIEH.

Vaap. Huskwuid. [Tpsivo niox apix. JIeByIika CTUCHY A 3yObl Tak, 4TO 3a00Jiesia 4emocThb. B ropie
BcTa1 KoM. OHa 3Haza, YTO 3TO THYCHAsl MaHUIYJISAIMS, YTO, BOBMOXKHO, Cyab0a JeTel yke perieHa
He3aBUCHUMO OT ee Bhidopa. Ho prickoBats oHa He mora. He mis ce6s. s vux. Eit To 9to TepsATs?

Omna nocmoTperna Ha mamMana. ToT eBa 3aMeTHO KMBHYJI, OyATO MOATBEP K 1asi HEBHICKA3aHHYIO
BCJIYX JIOTaJKy — 3TO ObLIO HE MpUIJIallieHue.

['my6oKo BIOXHYB, 4TOOBI YHATH APOXKb B KOJICHSX, JIEBYITIKA KUBHYJIA B OTBET.

— Xoporio. 51 Oyny.
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I'maBa 2

BorbInoi 3a1 B JOMe CTapoCThI ObLT ¢IMHCTBEHHBIM MecTOM B BepOpyke, cTocOOHBIM BMECTHTh
Bcex crapeiimmH. [Tomerienre, OOBIYHO UCTIONB30BABIIeECs TSl CBa/ie0 U Ipa3IHUKOB, Terephb Kasa-
JIOCb MPAYHBbIM U TeCHBIM. [IBeHaI[aTh MY)KUYMH M KEHIIMH, CAMBIX YBaKa€MbIX U CTApbIX, CUIEIIH
3a JUIMHHBIM TyOOBBIM CTOJIOM, Tpy0O0 CKOJIOUEHHBIM elnie ipageaamu. Koraa DeiiH Bomuia B conpo-
BOJK/IEHUH [TOMOIIHMKA CTAPOCTHI, BO3YX B KOMHATE CI'YCTUJICSA OT MOJYAIMBOIO HAlpsIKEHUSI.

CBeun B KeJIE3HBIX MOICBEUYHHKAX OTOPACHIBAIIM JIpOJKalllie, HEPOBHBIE TEHH Ha JIMLIA, Jejast
UX MOXOXMMHU Ha MackM M3 BOCKAa — 3aCThIBIIME, C NIyOOKMMHU MOPILIMHAMU-TPELIMHAMU. B yriy
KOMHATBI, IPUCIIOHUBILINCH K pe3HoMYy Oyderty, crosn TopH, ckpectiB pyku Ha rpyau. Ha ero nune
Urpaja Iioxo CKpblBaeMasi yXMblIKa y/IOBJIETBOPEHU, OyATO OH HAOMIOAAN 32 TeM, KaK HAaKOHEL-TO
JIOBAIT JABHO YCKOJIb3aBLIYIO UYb.

«CoOpaJics BeCh LIBETHUK», — MEJIbKHYJIA B TOJIOBE JEBYIIKM UCTEPUYHAS] MBIC]Ib.

— Ilpoxoau, caauck, AUTS, — CTapocTa yKas3asl TPACYILEHCs OT BO3pacTa pyKOH Ha OAMHOKUI
CTYJI, IOCTABJICHHBII B LIEHTPE KOMHATHI, IPSIMO HAIIPOTHUB I'0JI0BbI cToNNa. HU3KUIA, C )KeCTKUM cuje-
HbEM M3 HEKpauleHoro jaepeBa. OH CTOsUI Ha ToNbIX MOJIOBUIIAX, B OTAAJIEHUM OT BCeX, KaK MECTO
1J151 IOJCYAUMOTO.

DneitH OCTOPOXKHO OIYCTUIACh, YYBCTBYS, KaK KaX/blil CYYOK JABUT CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb
riaths. E€ 6ecrnokoiicTBO, 3TOT MPOTHUBHBIA XOJOJHBI KOMOK B JKETyAKEe, POC C KaXA0W CEKyHJOM,
MIPOBEJEHHOM MO/ NPUCTATIbHBIMU, OLIEHUBAIOLMMY B3[JISIIAMU.

— DneiiH U3 BepOpyka, — Havas namad MopTumep, HOJHSABIIUCH CO CBOETO MECTa C HeecTe-
CTBEHHOW JIJIS1 €T0 JIET JIETKOCThIO. Ero TeHb, TMraHTCKasi U ypoIUIMBas, 3aruiscaia Ha CTEHE 32 HUM.
— ThI 3Hae1Ib, MOYEMy MBI [T0O3BAIU TeOsI B STOT KPyr?

— Her, rocnionut, — oTBeTHIIa DJIeiiH, 3aCTaBlisisl CBOM IoJIOC 3BYy4YaTh POBHO.

«Jloxs. S noragpiBatock. O, 60Ty, s JOrabIBAOCh .

— Hama nepeBHs norndaer, — CTapuk MeIEHHO, ¢ TeaTpajibHOM BaKHOCTBIO 0OOILIEN CTOI,
ero noTpeckaBllvecss OalllMAKM MOCKPUIMbIBAIM MO moiny. — Tpu roga 0e3 NOIKHOIO HOKS.
Konoge! BeickIxatoT. CKOT rTHOHET, Osiesl M MblUa OT Kax/bl. Yposkas HeT. 3emiis, Kak 1 boru, otBep-
HYyJIach OT Hac.

DreiiH MoTyana, cxkan 3yObl. Bc€ 910 OBUIO M3BECTHO KakIoMy xkuTenmo BepOpyka 1o 6omm,
10 TOIIHOTHI. 3aueM MOBTOPATH? UT0OHI co3aTh HacTpoenue? YToObl onpaBaaTh TO, 4YTO OHU COOU-
paroTcs cKasaTh Jasblie?

— MBbI 0Opamanmch K COCEAHUM 3eMJISIM 32 ITOMOLIbI0, — MPOAODKHIII CTapocTa, epedupas
Jexaniye nepes HuM Oymaru — Oecrosie3Hble MpoLIeHHs, Tenepsb npocto Oyradopust. — Otmnpas-
JISUTH TOHLIOB K KOPOJIEBCKOMY JIBOPY € TIOCJIEIHUIMHU MOHETaMH 13 001ei Ka3Hbl. HUKTO He MoxeT
NoMOYb. 3acyxa fopasuiia Bce 3eMJIM B OKpyre. Mbl O1HU B 3Tol Oefie.

«OpHu. U noToMy HyXHO HailTH KpaiiHero. 7KepTBeHHOro aria», — IMPOHECIOCh B TOJIOBE
JEBYIIKH.

— Bce 3eMHbBIe MeTO/IBI UCIIPOOOBAHBI, — JOOABMJIA TPABHUIIA XeJbJa, eAMHCTBEHHAS KeH-
muHa cpeau crapeiimH. Ee nmuio, 00praHo 100poe, ceityac 6pU10 CTpOruM 1 ycranbiM. OHa He CMOT-
pena Ha DneitH. beito cThiiHO. — MOJIUTBBL, MOAHOLIEHUS MAJIBIM JyXaM, JaXe... Jaxke KPOBb CKO-
THHBI TIPOJIMBAJIM y KaMHs Ha nepekpectke. Huuero. Ocrascs nuiibs oquH nyts. JpeBHuid. Tot, k
KOTOPOMY TMpHOEraiy MpeiKy, Koraa MUp ObLT MOJIOXKe, a O0TH — OJTHKe.

[lamaH, noias 10 TPOTUBOIOJIOKHOIO KOHIA CTONA, AOCTall U3-3a Ma3yXu JPEeBHUN CBUTOK,
3aBEPHYTHIN B MOTEMHEBILYIO KOXKY. OH OepekHO, C JPOXKbIO B MAJIbLAX, Pa3BEPHYJI €ro Ha CToJe.

— Tpu HOUM s TPOBEN B MOCTY, B MOJIMTBAX M MOMCKaX OTBETa B ITyOMHAX MaMsATH HaIIUX
MPEIKOB, — €ro ToJI0C CTaJ ITyOke, HAMOIHUJICS JIOXKHOM, HANBIIIEHHOW CUJION TPOIOBEIHUKA. —
U 6bu1 MHE 3HAK. B cambIX cTapblX KHUrax, 4YTo XpaHWIKCh IO AJITAPEM B pa3pyIleHHOH YacoBHe,
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HAIIEN 51 3a0bITHIA, HO UCTUHHBINA puTyasl. Harmm npeaku 3Hasii, Kak MOJIUTh O MUJIOCTH He OOroB,
YTO OTBEPHYJIUCH, a... UHBIX CHJI. CHIIbHBIX. [JpeBHUX.

JleByIiIka 4yBCTBOBaJIA, KAK XOJIOACIOT KOHYMKH TAJIBLIEB.

— Huxkcap, — TOpKeCTBEHHO MPOU3HEC IIaMaH, YKa3blBasi KOCT/ISIBBIM MaJIblIEM Ha PUCYHOK
B cBUTKe. Ha mepramenTe ObUIO M300pakeHo CYIIECTBO C MOIIHOW, POraTtoi TOJI0BOM, OKPYKEHHOE
SI3BIKAMU TUIAMEHH, HO B CAMHX OYEPTaHHUsX OBUIO YTO-TO M3BPAIIEHHO-YEJIOBEUeCKoe, U KpanHe
coOnazHUTeNIbHOE. — JIpeBHUIA IyX OTHSI U TUIONOPOIUS, XPAaHUTE b TIOA3EMHBIX KJTIOUEH U TIOBEJIH-
TeJIb I0KJEBBIX Ty4. B ero BiacT — BepHYTh KU3Hb HAILIUM 3eMJISIM, HAMIOJIHUTH KOJIOALBI U HATIO-
uTb KOpHUA. OH MOXET OCTAaHOBUTD ITY TIBITKY.

— Ho Takue cuibl... AEMOHBI, — THXO, C IPUbIXaHUEM MOMPaBHIa TPABHUIIA, HAKOHEI] TIOJHSIB
r71a3a Ha DJieiiH, — oHM TpeOyIoT miatel. He MoHeT 1 He xJieba.

— 7KeprBbl, — 100aBu1 tamaH, — He mpocToii kepTBbl, HO 0c000H. YnCTOM 1eBbI, HE TO3HAB-
I1Iefl MyXXUYHMHBI, Ubsl AyIlIa HE OTATOIIEHA 3eMHBIMH CTPACTSMU. U... 63 KPOBHBIX Y3, CBS3BIBAIOIINX
e€ IPOYHO ¢ 3TUM MUPOM. TOM, Ubs JKU3HB yKe IPUHAITICKUT OOIIIHE, a He ceMbe. ToM, Ubsl KepTBa
Oy/ieT... YUCTeHIIeH.

JleByIIka 4yBCTBOBaJIA, KAK KPOBb OTJIMBAET OT JIMIA, OCTABJISIS KOXY XOJIOAHOW W JIAIIKOM.
CraJio KpucTasibHO, yKacalolle MOHSITHO, ToYeMy BHIOOD ma nMeHHO Ha He€. Cupora. UykecTpaHka
no mMarepu. OnuHoOKast. «be3 KpOBHBIX y3». YoOHas1. PacxomHelil Mmatepualt.

— BblL... — ee rosoc copBajics, cTajl XpUIUTBIM ienoToM. OHa CIJIOTHYJIA, TBITasICh HAWTH
BO31yX. — BbI X0TUTE NTpUHECTU MEHs B kepTBYy? OTnarh 31oro... 3romy Hukcapy?

— He mipocTo xepTBy, — MSATKO, MOYTH OTEYECKU MPOU3HEC CTAPOCTA, CIIOKUB PYKH HA CTOJIE.
— Hesecrty. Hukcap TpeOyet HeBecTy, KOTopasi CTaHeT CBSI3YIOIIMM 3BEHOM ME3K/1y HAIIMM MHUPOM
1 ero napcrBoM. KuebiM MocToM. Tel Oyaeis oTaHa eMmy B oOpsa Opaka, U uyepe3 TOT CO3 ero
CUJIa M30JILETCS] Ha HaIlU TTIOJIS.

— D710 BeqWKas 4ecThb, JJieliH, — MepeOn CHOBa maMaH, — TBosI cynb0a — He ymepeTb
B 0E3BECTHOCTH OT ToJIOfia, a CIIACcTH BCIO AepeBHI0. TBoe ums OyayT nmomHuTth. Kak repouio. Kak
CBATYIO.

B koMHate noBHCIIO rycToe, JaBsiiee MOTUYaHue, HapyIIiaeMoe JIUIIb IOTPECKUBAHUEM CBEYEH.
JleByIlIKa CMOTpesia Ha CBOM PyKH, CXKaTble Ha KOJIEHX [0 MoOeseBIMX KocTsek. OHa BUaesa Kak-
AYI0 LApanvHy, KaKABIA criell OT padOoThl, TOHKME CUHHE KWIKU TOJ] KOKed. DT PyKU MOIIU Obl
aepkaTh COOCTBEHHOTO peOeHKa, JIEUYNTh TPABhI, IEPEMCTHIBATH CTPAHUIIBI KHUT ... Tereps ux cyapoa
ObLIa MHOM.

— A eciu sl OTKaXych? — HaKOHEI BBIIOXHYJIA OHA, TOJHUMAs rojioBy. Ee B3 meraics
OT JIMIIA K JIMITY, UIIIA XOTb 00 noanepxkku. Ho ee ObL10.

TOpH TUXO YCMEXHYJICS U3 CBOETO YIJIa.

Crapocra B3/10XHYJ, pa3Besl pyKaMu B ITOKa3HOM OECCUIIUH.

— Torna mbI Bce ymMpéM, auTs. MeayieHHO U MyuuTenbHO. M 1eTH, 0 KOTOPBIX ThI TaK Tpora-
TEJIbHO 3a00THUIIILCS, YMPYT HepBbiMu. OHU yxke ocnadneHsl. Mapk He niepekuBeT U Mecsiia. Jlnmm
— U JIBYX Hezienb. Pa3Be Thl XOuelllb 3TOro Ha CBOE COBECTH?

CHoBa ynap.

DneiiH 3aKpblia 171a3a, MbITasiCh 3arTyIINTh BHE3AMHBIN MPUCTYN TOIHOTHL. [lepen BHyTpeH-
HUM B30pPOM, CKBO3b KpPAacHYIO TeJIeHy OTYasHHs, MPOMEbKHYIN KUBbIE, SIPKHE BOCIIOMHUHAHUS:
CMeX JIeBOUKH, KOT/Ia Ta BIIEPBbIE HAIILIA COUHYIO STOIY; CEPbE3HbII, COCPEIOTOUSHHBIH B3IJIsI MaJIb-
YOHKH, KOTJ]a OH TBITAJICS TIOYMHUTD 3200p; UX TETUIble, LIETKKE MaJbuuKU B €€ pyKe.

Onu craBuiM ee mnepes BHIOOpoM, KOToporo He Obuto. CMepTh OT MX PYK uYepe3 pUTyasl WK
CMEpPTh OT ee «3rom3Ma» Ha IJ1a3ax y Bcel JepeBHU. V1 OHM 3HamuM, Kakoil MyTh BBIOEpET Ta, KTO
roJaMu JOKa3biBajia, 9To 3a00TUTCS O IPYrux OOJIbIIE, YeM o cede.

«3TO HE YecTb. DTO YOMICTBO, MPUKPHITOE KPACUBBIMU CJIOBAMU», — SIPOCTHO KPHYAJIO YTO-
TO BHYTpU Hee. Ho KpUK TOHYI B TWHE CTpaxa U 4yBCTBa JI0Jra, BOUTOTO B Hee C IETCTBA.
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— Korma? — cripocuna DneiiH THX0, MOYTH Oe33ByUHO.

— B nonHonyHMe, — HeMeyIeHHO OTBETWJI IamMaH, — Yepe3 ceMb AHel. Mbl MOAroToBUM
Te0s1, 00JIaYMM B MOIBEHEYHOE TUIaThe. B HOUb, KOrja jiyHa OyeT caMoy MOJTHOW U CaMOU SIPKOH, ThI
cra”enb HeBector Hukcapa. U ¢ mepBbiMu JTydaMu COJHIIA... Hallla AepeBHs Oynet craceHa. TBoerwo
KPOBBIO ¥ TBOUM JYXOM.

JleByIIka MeJIEeHHO TIOJHSUIA Tla3a M oOBesia B3MISAOM JHla crapeinH. Hekotopsie, Kak
TpaBHMIIA XeJIba, CMOTPENN ¢ UCKPEHHUM, OECIIOMOIIIHBIM COYYBCTBHMEM M CTHIIOM. [pyrue, Kak
TIOMOIIIHUK CTapPOCTHI, YIIPSIMO CMOTPEJIH B CTOJI, HE B CUJIAX BCTPETUTHCS C Hell B3I ioM. Tperbu —
caM IIIaMaH ¥ HECKOJIBKO IPYIHX — C XOJOJHOW, pacyeTIMBOIN peumMocThio. JKpebuit Obut OporiieH
elre 70 TOro, Kak OHa BOIILIA B 3TY KOMHATY.

I'my6okwuii Boox. Eme onuH.

— 41 cornacHa, — mpou3HecIa OHa POBHBIM, MEPTBBIM TOJIOCOM, XOTsI BHYTPH BCE CIKMMAJIOCh
B TYrou, OOJIe3HEHHBIN Y3l U3 CTpaxa, IPOCTH U JISACHSIIETO OTYasTHUS.

E€ cympba onpenenena. He cnacenue, a nepeMoHuanibHoe youiictBo. He uects, a ymoOHOe
n3bapyierne. VMl cemb qHel, YTOOBI CMUPUTBCS C ITUM.
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OT aBTOpa

Lopoeoii wumamenw!

A Oeporcy 6 pykax smy KHU2Y U YYECMBEYH CMPAHHYIO CMECb 20POOCHIU U. .. OPOACU. IMOo npasod,
Umo 0ObIUHO 51 YYECMBYIO CeOsl YepeHHee, K020a NULY Om Nepeozo AUUd, K020a NOBeCEo8anue npo-
NYWEHO uepe3 «s1» 2eposi, uepe3 €20 MUUHDbIL, noumu UHmuMHbll 20noc. Ho ama ucmopus nonpocuna
o0pyeozo 2onoca.

Tpemve auuo. «OmH», «OHA», «OHU».

Jlasi mensi 3mo 6v110 Kak Gbllimu HA CUeHy 6e3 NPUBLIUHBIX OeKOPAUUIL.

A MHO20 paz ocmaHasAeaNacy, NePeuUmsvleanda ad3aybl U COMHEBANACh: «36YUUm AU Mo
caumkom omemparenno? He nomepsiacs au mom camwiii 6HYmMpeHHUIl 020HeK, KOMOpblil s mak
AH0ONI0 8 MEKCMAX OM NEPE020 NUUA ?».

Yecmmno 2060ps, 51 00 cux nop He 3HAK0, NOAYUUNOCH AU. BozmodicHo, 20e-mo mekcm kadicemcest
8am 60nee XON00HbIM UAU, HA0OOPOM, NPUOBpen my camyio ApKOCMb, KOMOPOU MHe MAaK He X6ama.no
panviue. IMom IKCNEPUMEHN — MOLL NPLIHCOK 8 HEU3BECHHOCHTb.

Ho 3naeme umo? Iloka s nucana, s 60pye nowsaa, umo mpemve AUUO 0dem mHe, asmopy,
B03MOJCHOCHIbL NOO2AS0LIBAM 3d 26POSIMU CO CMOPOHbL, 8UOENb MO, YIMO OHU CAMU He 3aMeUaron 8
cede. IMo ObINO BONHUMENLHO, KAK NO02AS0bIBAHUE 8 3AMOUHYIO CKBANCUHY 30 UYHCOU HCUBHDBIO.

Tosmomy s ceituac oueHv H#coly 6autezo MHeHUS.

Hanuwume mhe, He pa3zounace au mazusi npu cmeHe nepcneKmuebl.

Cmana au ucmopus eauteli, HeCMOMPsL HA SMONL <UYAHCOU» 83215107

Cnacubo, umo vl psiOOM U YMO PEUUNUCL NEPEeAUCHYMb nepayto cmpanuyy. Bawe 0osepue
— 21a8HAs HAzPAOa ONst MEHSL.

C uckpenneii 61a200apHOCMbIO U N€2KUM BONHEHUEM,

Bawa Bune Meup!
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I'nmaBa 3

Crenyrompie ceMb JHel ObUTH CaMOM CIOpPEaIMCTUIHON Hejieliel B ku3Hu eiiH. Okunanue
CMEPTH TPEBPATUIIOCh B aOCYPAHYIO MOATOTOBKY K CAMOMY MpPavyHOMY CBAaTOBCTBY B MCTOpHH Bep-
Opyka.

Jenv emopoii.

TpaBHuna Xenbaa, ¢ rja3amu, MOJIHBIMYA BUHBI, IIPOBEJIA AEBYIIKY K 3alpy’K€HHOMY PYy4blo 3a
JepeBHeN co cloBaMu: «PutyanbHoe ouMilieHre, AuTs. Boga JomkHA CMBITh BCE 3eMHBIE TTOMBICITBI».

Pyueii, HeKora Becesio KypuaBIUi, Terepb ObUT KAJIKOW JTy:KeH, MOANEPTOH TUIOTUHOMN U3
KaMHel U IMHBL. Boja crosina MyTHas, B HeW IUIaBaJId TPAaBUHKUA U TUXO LIEBEJWINCh BOISHbIC
KJIOMBI.

CumMBoM4YHO. OUuIIeHKE B TPA3HOM JIykKe Nepe]] TeM, Kak OTIaTh Jylly.

«MoW MOMBICTIBI ceiiyac — 3TO KeJlaHue cOexaTh U MPUXBATUTh ¢ codor Mapka u JIvm», —
MIPOHECJIOCh y Hee B TOJI0BE, IOKAa OHA, CTHCHYB 3yObl, MOrpykajach B MPOXJIAAHYIO, HIIUCTYIO BOAY.
[Tnatbe, cTapoe U MOHOIIIEHHOE, TYT ke OOJIETUIIO KOXY, CTaB TSKEIBIM U HeYIOOHBIM.

Xenbaa, cTost Ha «Oepery» B CBOEM MPOCTOM XOJIIIIOBOM IUIAThe, CMOTpesia Ha Hee C TaKuM
BbIpaskeHUeM, OyATO BUesa riepesi COOOH yKe MPU3pak.

— Hy xe, 1uTs, nomHOCTHIO. YTOOBI BOJAa TIOKPBLIA TUICYH.

DJIeViH OINyCTWJIACh HUXKE, YYBCTBYS, KaK THMHA LEIUIsIETCA 3a BOJOCHL. KEeHIIMHA 3akaraja
PYKaBa, B3slJla B PYKHU KECTKYIO, KOJIOUYI0 MOYAJIKY U3 BBICYIIEHHOM JIIO(bI U MPUHSLIACH TEPETh €1
CIVHY.

JIBrxeHU st ObUT SHEPIMYHBIMU, TIOUTH SIPOCTHBIMH, C TAKOHM PEIIMMOCTBIO, Oy/ITO OHA OTCKpe-
0aja He Tps3b, a caMble YTO HU Ha €CTh IPEXU: IPeX CYIIECTBOBAHMSI, IPEX UykKOil KPOBHU, I'PeX Hexke-
JIaHWS TIOKOPHO MPUHSATH CBOKO cynbOy. Kaxioe ABMKeHHE OTIaBaioCch JKryder OOJbI0 Ha HEKHOM
KOXe€.

— 3Haelb, — BJPYT cKa3ajia TpaBHUILIA, IOHU3UB rOJIOC JI0 LIEN0Ta, €JBa CIIBIIIHOTO Hal IJIec-
KoM Bofpl. Ee nasblibl Ha MrHOBEHUE 3aMepiid. — B cTapbIX 3amucsx, roBopsrt, uto Hukcap... neHuT
HE TOJIbKO YUCTOTY. OH LEHUT OroHs B ayie. Cmenocts. ... yyBcTBO 1omMopa. YUto OH TepneTh He
MOJKET 3aHy[ U TeX, KTO IPUHUMAET BCE CIIMIIIKOM BCEPbE3.

DJerH (ppIPKHYIA, BBITYCKas Iy3bIpH BO3/1yXa B MYTHYIO BOAY.

— OmMyHO, — CKa3aJla OHa, — 3HAYUT, 51 IPUAY Ha alNTaphb C MApOil XOPOIIKX, TPOBEPEHHBIX
LIYTOK PO 3aCyXy M TO, KaK Hallly JEPEBHIO CMACET IEMOH, KOTOPOMY, BUIMMO, HACKYUMUJIU TPAIU-
LIMOHHBIE kepTBbl. Hazleloch, y HEro ectb 4yBCTBO IOMOPA HACUET PUTYAJIbHBIX KEPTBOIPUHOILIEHUH.
MoxeT, paccMelIrB ero, s BHIMrpaio cebe BEUHYIO KU3Hb B KAUeCTBE MPUABOPHOU IIYTUXH.

Xesb/ia B3IpOrHYJIa, 1 MOYAJIKA CHOBA 3a/IBUrAJIACh, €IIE KECTUe.

— DJelH. .. — B rojioce Npo3ByYas yIpeK, CMEIIaHHbIi ¢ ykacoM. — He roBopu Tak. Jrto...
HEMOYTUTENBHO.

— HenoururtensHo? — JieByIIIKa pe3ko 0OepHYJIach, Bofa XJIomnHya. Karm crekamu no ee
JIUILY, ¥ OBUTO HETIOHSITHO, BOZIA 9TO WJIU CJIe3bl, KOTOPBIX OHA HE MO3BOIUJIA ceOe MPOIUTh. — MeHs
CeMb JIHeH OyyT TOTOBHUTH K TOMY, YTOOBI OTJaTh B KAYECTBE )KUBOTO CBAICOHOTO MOfIApPKa CYITIECTBY
13 KoIIMapoB. MeHs MOIOT, KaK SITHEHKA Ha 3aKJIAHWE, 3aCTaBJISAI0T YYUTh MOJIMTBBI, OT KOTOPBIX
BSIHET pa3yM. Bbl XOTUTE, Y4TOOBI 51 OblIa «IOUYTUTEIbHA»? 1 Mory ObITh TOCTYIIHOH. Mory OBbITh
tuxoi. Ho He mpocuTe MeHs ObITh MOYTUTENBLHOM K 3TOMY (hapcy.

OHa BBIIPSAMUIIACH, XOJIOJHBIN BO3AYX yIapHJI IO MOKPOW KOXE, IIOKPBIBAS €€ MYy PALIKAMHU.

— He oruutsiBaiite MeHs 3a Takue ciioBa. S Bce moHumaw. [loHnmaro, 4to BHIOOpa y MeHs
Het. [Tornmaro, uto Mapk u JInim — mMoe caboe Mecto, 3a KOTOpoe MOXKHO Aeprath. [loHnmMaro, 4to
IUIsI BeeX s yxe He DnelH, a «’KeprBa», «HeBecta», «CnacutenbHuiia». Putryanbubiil npeamer. Tak
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TMIO3BOJIBTE K€ TOMY PUTYaJIbHOMY MPEAMETY UMETh MOCIEAHNE THA CBOU, MYCTh U €JJKUE, MBICIH.
ITO BCE, YTO Y MEHS OCTAJIOCh.

Xenba OTCTYIIJIA Ha I1ar, MovyajiKa OecCUIbHO MOBHUCTA B ee pyke. Ee mio nckasmioch ot
TaKOW CMECH CThI/Ia, XKAJIOCTH U CTpaxa, 4yTo DJIelH CTajio MouTH xaib ee. [louru.

— Bwiiiau, auts, — TUXO CKa3ajia TpaBHUIIA, OTBOAS ia3a. — OuwuilieHue. .. 3apepiieHo. My,
00COXHHU. 3aBTpa... 3aBTPa CHOBA HAYHEM yUUTh MOJIUTBHI.

Jenv namotii.

[lepBeiM, B cymepkax, npuiien crapsiil Ky3Hel bapau. Ero Hekorga morydas ¢purypa tenepb
ObLJ1a COTHYTA, a PyKH, IIPUBBIKIIIHE THYTh XKeJe30, qpoxkand. OH CTOsUT Ha TIOpOTe ee XMKHUHBI, Tiepe-
MUHAsICh C HOTH Ha HOT'Y, HE peliasich BOUTH.

— 3axonu, bapau, — mo3Bana neH ycrano, Ho Teruio. OH ObLT OMHUM M3 HEMHOTHUX, KTO
T0CJIe CMEPTH POIUTEIIEH He CMOTPEJT Ha Hee C MOJ03PEHHEM, a YUHII MOJIE3HOMY: KaK HATOUUThb KOCY,
KaK MOYMHUTSH METITIO Ha IBEPH, KaK OTIIMYUTH XOPOIIYIO CTajlb OT XPYITKOM.

Ky3Her Boimes, cCHSIB OTpenanHyIo manky. OH MojTya IpOTSHYJ AEBYIIIKE YTO-TO, 3aBEPHYTOE
B KYCOK IpyOOi KOXH.

— Ha... ymauy, — npoOyp4asn oH, I Kyla-To MUMO ee Tuieda, B TeMHbII yroin. — Mim...
He 3Ha. YToObI He CKyYasa, ¥ TOMHHJIA.

DneiH pa3BepHya cBepToK. Ha najoHu exan MajneHbKUi, OTJIMTbIA U3 TEMHOTO, ITOYTH Yep-
HOTo MeTasuta OyTOH YyJHOTO I[BeTKa. MajleHbKHIA KycOUeK jKele3a MPOTUB JeMOHa OrHs. AOcypa-
HBII, KaK ¥ Bce octasibHoe. Ho peasnbHbiil. OH He Tasil M He Ucrapsijicst OT cTpaxa.

— Cnacu60, bapHu, — nporenrana JeByIiKa, CKumasi ero B JIaJOHH TaK, YTO JIETIECTOK CJIeTKa
BIMBAJICS B KOKY. — {1... IEHIO.

— Tri Bcerga Obl1a ¢ XapakTepoM, JeBYOHKA, — XPHILIO CKa3all cTapuk, — He naBaii aTomy...
3TOMY «eMYy» ITOT XapakTep ciioMarsb. Jlaxe eciii... — OH He IOTOBOPWJI, MaXHYJI PyKOH H, HE Mpo-
I1asICh, BBIIIIEJT B CTYHIAIONIMECS CyMEPKHU, TIOCTYKMBAsI TIOCOXOM I10 BBICOXIIIEH 3eMUIe.

AreiiH cripsTaia OyTOH B MOTAHON KapMallieK, KOTOPbIH caMa ke U MTPUIINIIA BHYTPb TPOCTOTO
TUIATHSI.

[To3:xe, Korga yxe cremHeso, npuiui Mapk u JInsmi. OHM poKpasiuch, Kak MBILIKHY, JepKach
3a pyku. JInio Manpurika ObLIO HAMPSKEHHBIM M B3POCIIBIM He 110 ToAaM, JInim nprskuMana K rpyau
YTO-TO, 3aBEPHYTOE B TPAIIUILY.

— Mu1 npuHecu Tede. .. MoJapoK, — TUXO CKa3al MaIbuMK. — YTOOBI TH MOMHIJIA HAC.

JIunmm npoTsHyia BEHOK, CIUIETEHHBIH U3 YBSIINX, BHICOXIIHX TOJIEBBIX IIBETOB U KOJIOCHEB,
KOTOpBIE eIlle Yy/IOM yLIeJIeT Ha OKparHax. Bacriibku, moOeKinme 10 cepo-roiayooro, pOMamiky ¢
MOHMKIIIMMHU TOJIOBKaMH, cTeOu mbipest. OH ObUT XpYIIKUM, TeYaibHbIM U OECKOHEYHO KPAaCHBBIM B
CBOEH 0OpeUeHHOUN HEKHOCTH.

— Yt00BI THI OBbLIIA KPACUBOM, KaK MPHHIIECCca, — TpolenTana JIuimm, mpoTarusast BEHOK Jpo-
KalMMK pyKaMu. B ee ri1a3ax cTosiyiv ciesbl, HO OHa U130 BCEX CHJI CTapajiach yibioarscs. — Camyio
KPacuBYIO IPUHIIECCY OTIAIOT PUHILY, TpaBaa’?

ITOT ASTCKUA, HAMBHBINA B3IJISIT HA TIPOMCXOSAIIee CTall TocieiHel Karuieid. Bes abcyprHas,
rOpbKasi «pOMaHTUYECKasi KOMeUs» ee TMOJOKEHUs — HEBecTa JEMOHY, PUTYyaJIbHble KyNaHUs,
3ay4yrBaHME MOJIMTB — Jajia B 9TOT MOMEHT IITyOOKYIO TpeluHy. 3 KOTOpo# XJIbIHYIA JIeeH Iasi,
HEBBIHOCHMAsl peaIbHOCTh. DTO ObUIM HE UI'PHBbIE IPUTOTOBJICHUSI K CTPAHHOM cBajibOe. ITO ObLIO
npouanue. Haecerpa.

DreiiH oIycTUIIach Ha KOJIEHH Mepe]t AETbMH, YTOOBI OBITh C HAUMH Ha OTHOM ypoBHe. OHa B3sij1a
BEHOK, MaJIbIIbl OCTOPOKHO KOCHYJICh XPYIKHUX, IIIyPIIAIIMX JENEeCTKOB.

— Cnacu60o, — ronoc copasicst. OHa HaJiesia BEHOK Ha rojioBy. — 51 Oymmy camoid... 0COOeHHOM
MIPUHIIECCOM.

JleBy1ika nputsHyaa X 000uX K cede, 0OHsIa TaK CUIIbHO, YTO KOCTOUKH Y JInm XpycTHynu,
a Mapk u3nain yausieHHOe «yd». OHa BXkajnach JIMIIOM B X TOHKHUE TUICUH, BAbIXasl 3amax IbUIH,
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JeTCKOTO TOTa U TOH HEOObSCHUMOM, )KUBOU TETIJIOTHI, KOTOPAsk KCXOAMT TOJIBKO OT JeTeid. [{pixaHue
NIepexBaTUIIO, B TOpJie BCTAJ TOpsuni, Oone3HeHHbI koM. OHa He mo3BomIIa cede 3ariakaTh, HO ee
TEJIO COZIPOrajioch OT MOAABISIEMbIX PbIIAHUIA.

— Bbl 10/KHBI OBITH CUJTBHBIMU, — TIPOIIeNTaia DJIeHH UM B BOJIOCHI, TOJIOC MPEAaTeIbCKU
3agpokas. — Mapk, 3a60Tbcst 0 cectpe. Jlwmm, ciymaiics Opara. W... u moMHHUTE, YTO f... YTO
o4eHb Bac JioOmmo. Bosbiie Bcero Ha cBeTe.

OnHu OOHSIM ee B OTBET, MaJIeHbKHE, IIETIKMe PYKH BIWJIMCH B ee TulaThe. JIMIm THXO BCXJIU-
nblBasia. Mapk mMosyall, HO €ro IUIeY TOXEe B3paruBajy.

B sTOT MOMEHT DrieliH NoKJsiack cede — HeBaXKHO, YTO OyJeT Tam, Ha anTape, ¢ 3TuM Huk-
capom. HeBaxHO, IEMOH OH, [IyX WJIM ITPOCTO OuepeiHas AepeBeHcKas cTpamika. Ecim y Hee Oyner
XOTh MAJICUIINI IaHC, XOTh T€Hb BO3MOKHOCTH KaK-TO TIOBJIUATH Ha CyIb0y, OHA UCIIONB3YeT ero.
He panu cnacenus nepeBHM, KOTOpasi Tak JIETKO OT/Aaja ee. A pagu 3THX JIBYX Hap Iia3, MOJHBIX
cne3 1 JoBepusi. Pagu atoro Xpynkoro BeHKa U3 yBSIIIMX IBETOB. Pajy xonomHoro 1npeTka y o6eapa,
KOTOPBIN HAIOMUHAJI, YTO JIaXke B caMoil Oe3HA/IeKHOU CUTYAII MOKHO OCTAThCSI OCTPBIM.

Oma otmycTuia AeTel, BeTepia meKy JImmm OonbIiM maibleMm.

— Teneps upute. U He ornsapiBaiitech. I mOMHUTE — MPUHIIECCH MHOTIA BO3BPAILIAIOTCSL.
Camble ynipsiMble.

Onu ynui, 1epxach 3a pyKy, paCTBOPUMBIINCH B TEMHOTE. DJIEH OCTajIach CUJIETh Ha MOPOre,
B CBOEM IPOCTOM IUIaThe U BEHKE U3 MEPTBBIX IIBETOB. «POMaHTHUecKass KOMeIus» KOHUMIIACH.
Ocranach TOIBKO CypoBasi, CTpaliHas cka3ka. M oHa nomkHa ObllTa HAWTH B HEll CBOW COOCTBEHHBIN,
HEOXKUIAHHBIN (pUHAIL.
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I'naBa 4

Jlenv cedvmoli. Beuep.

Ee oOnaunim B «MOgBEHEYHOE IJ1aThe», 1IBETa CTAPOro BUHA, MOYTH YEPHOTO B CKIJIAJAKAX, U
CLLMTO U3 TSKEJIOr0, HE3HAKOMOTO 1IeJIKa, KOTOPBI CTpaHHO MepLa Ipu cBete. [1natbe o0Taruaio
(urypy, ocTaBiisis IUI€YM U YaCTh CITUHBI OTKPBITHIMU. DJIEiH UyBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 HE HEBECTOM, a yIa-
KOBaHHBIM TIOIaPKOM.

KameHHBI anTaph CTOSAT HAa CAMOM BBICOKOM XOJIME 3a A€PEBHEN, T/IE€ KOTA-TO CIIYKHJI JO30P-
HOM BbIIKOM. Ternephb ero noBepXHOCTh OblIa UCTIELPEHA BbICEUEHHBIMU OTHEHHBIMHU PyHAMM, KOTO-
pble CBETWJIACHh TYCKJIBIM OpPaHKEBBIM CBETOM, KaK TJICIOIIUE YITIM. BOKpPYr CTOSAIM CTapedIlnHBbI C
(pakenamu. VIx numa 6puti HanpsbkeHsl. TOpH, KOHEYHO, TOKe OBUT 3/1ECh, C CAMOIOBOJIBHON YXMBLII-
KOM.

Bozayx maxHer apIMOM, Cyxo# MOJIbIHBIO U cTpaxoMm. Illaman Hayanm 6GopmoTarh CBOIO OecKo-
HEYHYIO MOJIUTBY. JIeBylIKa CTOs/1a Ha KOJIEHAX NIEPE]l AJITApEM, YyBCTBY#, KaK XOJIO KaMHS ITPOHU-
KaeT CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb I1aThs. Ee pyku npoxkanu. nsetok bapHu xer 6e1po yepe3 KapMaH.

«...M IIPUIMH 3Ty JEBY, YMCTYIO U HENIOPOUHYIO, B CBAILEHHBIN co03! [la cHU30MIeT TBOA cuia,
Huxkcap!»

Pakenbl BAPYT MOraciv pa3oM, CIOBHO MX 3axXJIECTHYJIa HEBUIMMAs BOJHA. TOJIBKO pyHBI Ha
aJiTape BCTIBIXHYJIM fIpue, 3ajMBasi BCE BOKPYI KPOBAaBO-KPAaCHBIM CBETOM. Bo3myx 3arpeneran or
’Kapbl, KOTOPO He ObUIO CEKYyH[y Ha3ajl.

W3 camoro nieHTpa antapsi, 6yaT0 U3 pacKaJIeHHOTO BO3/1yXa, Hauasl MpOsIBIAThCS chitysT. CHa-
Yaja 3TO OBUIM MPOCTO OYEpPTaHMsI — BBICOKHME, MOIHBIE. [I0TOM mMpoCcTynuiM AeTaiu: MUpoKue
IUIEYH, y3Kas Tajaus, O4epTaHKs CUJIbHBIX PyK. M HakoHel, OH MaTepruan30BaICs MOTHOCTBIO.

Huxkcap.

OH ObLI... HE TaKMM, KaKk OHa MorJia cede mpeacTaBuTh. la, BbIcokuil. [a, ¢ mapoil n3siHbIX,
3arHyThIX Ha3aJ poroB LBeTa 0OCHIMaHa, BIUIETEHHBIX B IyCTble, TEMHO-Me/IHbIe Boslochl. HO OH He
ObUT MOHCTPOM M3 KOIIMapoB. YepTbl ObUTH pe3KMMHM, HO Oe3yIPEeUHbIMH, CKYJIbl BHICOKMMH, I'yObI
— 4qyBCTBeHHbIMU. OH ObUT 0O/1aYeH B HEYTO BPOJIE TEMHOTO, POCKOIIHOTO KaM30J1a, pacCTErHyTOTO
Ha Ipyay, OOHAXAIOIIEro MIaJKYI0 KOXY C JIETKMM 30JI0TUCTBIM OTJIMBOM.

I'naza nemona ropenu, Kak JBa Kycka sIHTapsi, B KOTOPBIX IUISICAJIM HACTOSAIINE UCKPHL. B HuX
He ObLJIO HEMEJIeHHOH SIPOCTH WJIM KaxkIbl. Bbiyto... mobonsiTcTBO. U nerkas, epa yJoBumas ycra-
JIOCTb.

OH ocmotpencs, ero B3MIAJ CKOJB3HYJ IO NEpENyraHHbIM CTapevIIMHaAM, 3alepikajics Ha
TopHe, KOTOPBIN BHE3AIHO MOOJIEAHEN M OTCTYIIWII Ha I11ar, 1 HAaKOHEell yIajl Ha DJeiH.

Hacrynuna tuimna. agamasd. PutyanbHas.

Hukcap npunogHsu1 ogHy uaeaabHylo OpOBb.

— W 310 BCE? — ero ronoc ObLT HU3KUM, OapXaTHBIM, C JIETKOH XPHIIOTLION, KaK y TOro, KTO
JABHO He TOBOpWJI. B HeMm 3Bywasa HemojzesnpHass pazoyapoBaHHOCTb. — OnAte? «Yucrasa nesa»,
3ay4EHHbIE MOJIMTBBI, JpOKalllMe CTAPUKH... MHE HauMHAeT Ka3aTbCs, YTO Y Balllero HapoALla COBCEM
HET (paHTa3uU.

OneitH oT u3ymJyieHus 3a0blia abimars. [llaman MopTumep OTKpBUI UM 3aKpbUl POT, CIOBHO
phioa.

— O, Besmkunit Hukcap! — HakoHen BeigaBuin oH. — Mbl ipuBenu Hesecty! McnonHu Ha
J0orosop!

JleMOH MeJUIEHHO COLLEI C aaTaps.

Ero marn 6sutn noutn GecrmymMabiME. OH TOfOIIeN K DeiH, CKIOHWIICS M BHUMATEIBHO
IIOCMOTpEJ Ha Hee.

— To1. Kak Te0s1 30ByT?
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— D-DreliH, — mpolernTaia oHa.

— DJeiiH, — OH NOBTOpMJI, — U Tl IECTBUTEILHO XOUEIllb CTaTh MO «HeBecTo» ? Cractu
JIEPEBHIO 1IEHOW CBOEM... HY, BCETO 3TOro?

OH roBopuI Tak, OyATO 00CYKIAJ MOTO/Y, & He PUTYAIbHOE KEPTBOIPUHOIIICHHE.

BHyTpH neByKY 4TO-TO NepeBepHya0ch. CTpax Havas MeJICHHO 3aMelaThCsi BOMYITIEHHEM.
W abcypaHOCTBIO BCEH 9TOUM CUTYAITUH.

— YecTtHO? — CKa3asia OHa, ee royoc, K ee COOCTBEHHOMY YMBJICHUIO, He APOrHyl1. — MHe
MIPEAJIOKIIIM HE CaMBIi IIMPOKUIA BBHIOOD. JIMOO BBI, TMOO YyBCTBO BUHBI 32 CMEPTh JOPOTMX MHE
apyseil. § BbIOpaa BapuaHT, Ilie XOTh KTO-TO, KpOME MEHsI, BBIJISIUT UIUOTOM.

3a CIIMHOM y KOTO-TO M3 CTapPEMIIIMH BbIPBAJICS NPUINYILEHHbIN BCKpUK. Hukcap xe... paccme-
sicsi? 1o ObLT TEIUTBIN, UCKPEHHUH CMeX, OT KOTOPOTO OTOHBKH B €r0 IJla3ax 3arlisicaliv Becelee.

— O! Bce xe uto-T0 HOBeHbKOe! — OH BBHITPSAMUJICS W 00BEJ B3IVISAA0M COOPABIIMXCS. —
Bamma xeprBa oOnamaet 4yBcTBOM 0Mopa. M, KakeTcst, OCTPBHIM SI3BIKOM. DTO yXke UHTepecHee, YeM
nponuisie 1aTh. OHU TONBKO U A€JaId, YTO PHLIAIM WK MaJaji B 0OMOPOK.

OH cHOBa nocMoTpen Ha ieiH. B ero B3misae nosBUIach XUTpas, MOYTH UTPUBasi UCKOPKa.

— Xoporo. §I mpuHUMAIO TBOM... «BbIOOP». HO cTapeie ycIoBUs MeHsI OOJIbIIe He YCTPAUBAIOT.
— OH noBepHyJIcs K mamaHy. — Barir goroBop ycrapen. § e 6epy pabbiab. OcoOeHHO TeX, KOro
MPUHOCAT Ha OJTiofie, Kak HeMyIo OBITy. be3 IOJKHBIX M3BICKOB. .. XOTb 3aK0JIONHM Obl OapaHa Ha BbIa-
HbE.

— Ho... o Benukui nyx! Puryan! Hoxas! — 3aneneran Moptumep.

— Hoxap Oyner, — MaxHyJ PyKOH eMOH. — MHe HaJoeso ClIylarh, Kak Bbl TYT HOETe.
Ho neBuiia, — oH cHOBa oOpatuiics K DJieiiH, — OTIPaBJIAETCS CO MHOM He Kak kKepTBa. A Kak...
roctbs. Ha ucnibitatesnbbiii cpok. [TocMOTpUM, CTOUT JIU ee «cracaTh» Ballly JepeBHI0. Bo3aMOkHO,
OHA OKaKeTCsl CKYYHOBATa, U s MPOCTO BepHY ee o0paTHO. C MOMpaBKO# Ha MOTPaYeHHOE BPEMSI. . ..
W MopoM Ha Baliy rojioBbl, YTOOBI TOTO HE TOBTOPHIIOC.

OH npotsnyn eil pyky. [Tnams B ero rmasax MArko Mepuaiio, npuriamas u apasHsi.

DneiiH cMOTpesa Ha 3Ty PYKY, IOTOM Ha MePEeKOIeHHbIE OT yKaca M HETIOHUMAaHW S JIUIIA CTa-
peiimH, Ha modneaHeBIIero TopHa. [IeMOH OrHsI TOJIKO UTO HA3BAJI X PUTYAJI CKYYHBIM, TIOCTABUJT
T0JI COMHEHHE €€ MHTEPECHOCTb KaK JIMYHOCTU U MPEJIOKUI YTO-TO BPOJE... CBUAAHUS C IIPABOM
BO3Bpara?

JleByIliKa MOYYBCTBOBaJa, KaKk Yrojku ee Tyd camu coOoi JAPOrHyar. DTO OblTa YXMBLIKA
YUCTOTO, HEMOIIEIBHOTO «HY UTO 32 YepT?».

Ho Bce ke mosoxmuia CBOI0 XOJIOAHYIO, APOKAIILYIO JIAJIOHb B €r0 TOpsIyIo.

— Hapeiocs, y Bac TaMm, 1€ Bbl )KUBETE, €CTh YTO-HUOYIb MOECTh. MeHs1 KOPMUJIH TOJIBKO PHUTY-
AJILHOM Kalllel ceMb JTHEN.

Huxkcap yemexnyics.

— O, noporasi «<HeBecTa». Y MeHs eCTh BCE.
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I'naBa 5

DJieliH OYHYNach, CTOS1 HA HOTaxX, HO MUP MOA HUMH ObLT ApyrumM. [os o 60chMu CTYTHAMA
ObLT TETUIBIM, KaK HarpeTblid COJTHLIEM KaMeHb, M BbUIOKEH IUIMTKON U3 TEMHOT'O, TIOJIyIIPO3PavyHOro,
CKBO3b KOTOPBII CTPYWIIMCh TIPOKUIIKHM 30J10Ta U OTHsL. BO3/1yX ObLI CyXUM, HATOEHHBIM apOMaTaMH,
KOTOpbIE OHA MOIJIa OMO3HaTh: MAJIEHOr0 CaHAaja, CIeJoro IpaHara, 030HOM 1ocjie Oypu U 4eM-To
[yOOKMM, MUHEPaJIbHBIM, KaK JbIXaHUE CaMOW 3eMJIH.

310 ObL1a rasiepest. CTeHbl U3 3aCTHIBLLIET0, TEMHOTO CTEKJIA, 32 KOTOPbIM KJIyOUJIUCh U NEpeITu-
BaJIMCh OTHEHHbIE peku. CBOAYATHIN MOTOIOK TEPSIICS IJIe-TO BHICOKO B IbIMKE, U [10 HEMY MEJJIEHHO
TUTBUTH CBETSIIIIMECS CTYCTKH, TIOXOKME HAa MUHHMATIOPHBIE COJMHIA. DTO ObLT HE JBOpEIl B YeJoBeyve-
CKOM MOHMMaHMU. DTO OBUIO cep/Lie BYJIKaHa, YKPOILEHHOE U 00pallleHHOe B apxuTeKTypy. Kpacora
ero Obu1a NepBOOBITHOM, IMyraloIieil ¥ 3aBOPaKMBAIOILIEH 10 clies.

— Jlo6po moxanoBate B Imbepxona, — npousHec Hukcap, ormyckas ee pyky. Ero romoc
3ByvaJl 31eCh MHaUe — IJTyOKe, Pe30OHUPYs C CAMUM MPOCTPaHCTBOM. — OrHeHHas 3actaBa Mek1y
TEM, 4TO OBUIO, U TeM, 4TO OyaeT. TBOI HOBBIMA... HY, HA30BEM 3TO BPEMEHHBIM IPHCTAHUILIEM.

DJeiiH He MOIJIa OTOPBaTh IJ1a3 OT CTeH. B oMHOM 13 OIMKalIIX «OKOH» U3 OTHEHHOTO CTeKJIa
Ha MTHOBEHHE ITPOCTYIMJIO JIUIIO — WCKAKEHHOE CTPaJIaHuEM, C OTKPHITHIM B O€33BYyUYHOM KpHKE
PTOM, a 3aTeM PacCIUIbLIIOCh B IOTOKAX IIA3MBI.

OHa oTIIaTHYJIaCh.

— Yr0 3710 GBUTO?!

— DX0, — PaBHOAYIIHO OTBETHJI JEMOH, HaOmonas 3a ee peakimeil. — He Bce mepexomst
MEsKy MUpaMu ObIBaIOT Oe30051e3HeHHBIMHA. HekoTopbie TyIu oCTaBisIoT. .. Brieyanienue. He oopa-
mail BHUMaHusA. OHU He MOTYT TeOe HaBpeuTb. YKe.

OH nogen ee ganble. MIX okpyxkania TUIIMHA, HANIOJIHEHHAs] TUXUM IyJOM, OUEHUEM, KaK Y
TUTAaHTCKOTO cepala, M JaJIeKUMH, MEJIOJUYHbIMU NIEPe3BOHAMHU, MTOX0KHUMH Ha 3BYK XPYCTAJIbHBIX
KOJIOKOJIbYMKOB.

— Hacuer 3acyxu, — Bapyr cka3zan Hukcap, He s Ha Hee. — DTo ObLI HE 1.

DneiiH OCTaHOBUJIACh KAK BKOMAHHAS.

— Yro0?

— 41 ckazan: 310 ObLT He 1. — OH 00epHYJICs, B €ro SHTApHbIX IJa3ax IUIECKAIACh YKe 3Ha-
KOMas eil CMeCh YCTaJIOCTH U UPOHUU. — Baim crapeiiyHbl, B CBOEM CBSITOM PBEHHMHU 3300pUTh
«JJpeBHUE CUJIbl», JIET JBAJLaTh HA3aJ MPOBEIM OYeHb HEeyAayHblid puTyas y nogHoxus Crsiero
Bynkana. Hapymmim apeBHue neyartu, BbIITYCTHIIN yXa 3aCyXU — CKYYHOTO, IPUMHUTUBHOTO CO3/1a-
HU1, KOTOPOE TOJIBKO ¥ YMEET, YTO MUTh. A IOTOM, KOI/Ja BCE MOIUIO K YEPTAM, PELLIMIIN, YTO BUHOBAT
s1, IOTOMY 4TO MOs1 «cepa BIUsHUsI» — OTroHb U Tuiofgopoaue. Mponus, na? OHM caMu HaBJIeK/Id
Oemy, a Tenepb MPUHOCSIT MHE KePTBbI, YTOOHI 51 ee ycTpanuil. Kak Oyaro s ciyxOa criaceHus OT uX
Maruyeckoro HenpogeccuoHaIu3Ma.

DneiiH MOYyBCTBOBAJA, KAk y Hee MojKalMBaloTcs Hord. He oT crpaxa, a OT HakaTuBILEH
BOJTHBI YMCTeMIIei, 6e0i sIpoCTH.

— OmHu... oHu 3HaIM?

— Illaman? Bo3moxHo, goraasiBaiics. Ho mpu3HaTh OmMOKy CBOEro pofa — 3HAYUT NOTEPSATh
BJ1acTh. [ 0pa3zio npoiie HaliTh BHELITHETO Bpara u kepTBy. Thl Obl1a MaeanbHbIM KaHauaaToM. Hukto
He cTaJ1 Obl 33/1aBaTh BOIIPOCOB, €CJIM OBl C TOOOH YTO-TO CIYYHJIOCH «BO UMSI CITACEHHSI BCEX».

B 3TOT MOMEHT UTO-TO B AEBYIIKE OKOHYATEIbHO INepesoMuiock. CTpax MCHapuiics, Croped
B TOM CaMOM BHYTPEHHEM OrHe, 0 KOTOpoM ropopuiia Xenpaa. Ero Mecto 3aHsj10 X0loAHOE, SCHOE
MIOHMMAaHKe U KeJIaHHe... Hy, €CJIM He MECTH, TO XOTsI Obl 04eHb TPOMKOTO «I K€ TOBOPHJIA».

— Tak 3a4eM Tbl TOrJa BOOOLIE NOABISUICA? 3a4eM NPUHUMAT 3TH... «KEPTBbI»?

Hukcap ycMexHyrcs, ¥ B 3TOT pa3 ero yJblOKa Oblia miieHa ooosbieHnst. OHa Obljla TOPbKOM.
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— Ckyka, goporas DneiiH. beckoHeuHas, BcelleHCKast CKyKa. A Takike... JII0OOMBITCTBO. MHTe-
PecHO HaOMIOATh, 0 YEro AOUIET OTYasHIE Pa3yMHBIX CyIecTB. Ml HOTIa — OYeHb PeKO — Cpeau
MPUHOCHUMBIX ITONIAJAI0TCA HeﬁCTBHTCHLHO HWHTCPECHBIC K3EMILIAPDI. Kak Tbl, HAITIPUMEDP.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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