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1

My:>x4nHa, perpajuBIIUi MHE IyTh, 0€3 COMHEHHUsI KPACUB: BBICOKHMII C IIMPOKKUMHU ILJIeYaMU
Y Y3KUMU OEIpamu.

CuHue 171a3a Kak TOJIIIH JIbj1a — XOJIONHBI M HEPOHHIIAEMBI, HO MOl HUM ITYJIbCHPOBAJIO PyOu-
HOBOE IT1aMs1. biiaropojHble YepThl BbIABAJIA CHIIBHYIO KPOBb, KaK M BHICOKHE CKYJIBI M Oe3yTpevyHast
(opma IOTHO COMKHYTHIX Ty0. Ho Gosbliie Becero npuBiiekia BHUMaHue psab. Y Bucka. Cepeo-
pucras.

— Huinenka U3 nogBOPOTHH, IOCMEBIIAs NEPECTYNUTH MOPOI UMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABOPLA, ThI
CEepbE3HO PACCUUTHIBACIIb HA YTO-TO? — OPOILEHHBIE CI0BAa MTHOBEHHO OTPE3BJIAIOT.

— Bb1 0 4€M? — CTyK MOero cepate OTIaETCsA CUJIbHBIMU yJapaMH BO BCEM TeJI€.

OH genaer war, OTTECHAS K IBEPHU, B3MIAL AKET, a A HE MOHMMAIO YTO 3TOrO I'OCIOAMHA TaK
pazo3uIo.

— Yo6wupaiics oTciona HeMeAJIeHHO, — CIIeAyeT Yyrpo3a.

[Ts4ayce, aydine mocaymarscs, TOJIbKO BOT B MOEH PyKe UMIIEPATOPCKOE MPUIJIAILIEHHE.

— 4 He nmoHMMal Bac, MWIOpI, — BEXJIUBO OTBe4alw. — V1 He MOry HCIOMHWMTL Ballen
MPOCHOBI, TIPOIILY BAC OCBOOOIUTH ITYTh.

OH xBaTaer 3a pyKy, cOOMpasiCh BBICTABUTh HE3HAKOMKY BOH, HO 3a/IepKMBAeTCsl, OOBOIUT
B3IVIS10M MOIO (DUTYPY, B3IJIsA] TSKENIEET U MbLIAeT 1107 0apXaTUCTOM JHIMKOM PECHHUIL, a TIO0 BBICOKUM
CKYJIaM IIPOKaTHIBAIOTCA keNBaKU. M TyT A 3aMeualo METKy y Hero Ha mee. Mex 1y JIonaToK CKOJIb3UT
XOJIOZIOK, XO4E€TCS IJIOTHEE IPUKPBITHCS 1IAJIbIO.

— 3a4eM THl 3TO cAenaia, DM, — BAPYr IPOM3HOCUT OH, U MOYEMY €TI0 IOJIOC 3BYUYMT
XPUIUIO U TIEYAJIbHO.

— IIpocture s HE NOHMMAIO, — PACTEPSAHO MOPraio.

Ero ueprsl 3a0CcTpsI0TCA, a B3MVIA] JIEICHEET.

— Iomna BoH, — orTankuBaeT rpyoo. — Tak NoHATHO?

Boru, Suum, nociymait ero u npocro yiau. Ho uto-to He tak. ['ae-To B riryOuHe s NoHMMasia
— mpocTas JeByIlKa 0e3 TUTY/IAa U IMEHU He MOXKET Tak ceOsl AepKaTh, He MOKET TaK MPsSIMO CMOT-
peThb B IJ1a3a OJIarOpOTHOMY, HE MOXKET IPOTHBOCTOSITh.

Kro xe Torna s? Otkyaa Bo MHe Marusi? Eciii B MoeM poiy ObUTH Maru, To Io4eMy s OCTaiach
yMUpaTh Ha yiuile, OpolleHHas: Ha POU3BOJ CYbObI?

Bce 3T Bonmpockl, My4YrIi MEHsI HECKOJIBKO JIET.

— Mens xpét Ero Besmmuecrso g gost...

[opsture mablibl IJACKOBO KacaloTCs MOEH IIEKH, sl B3[IParuBai0 OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH, OOsICh
HIEJIOXHYThCA. [1ablipl CKOMB3AT HUKE M, PE3KO CAEPIUBAIOT C MOEU IIEM 1uaib. B3ran My X4uHbI
BCIIBIXMBAET IIPUA BUJIE METKHU.

OkpykeHue 3acThIBaeT, 0e3MOIBHO cBepKasi. CIIBIIIHO Kak MOE cepaue Tapadanut. Ero apixa-
HHE CKOJIb3UT 110 MOMM I'y0aMm, TOHY B 9THX I'TyOOKMX CHHHMX O€3/IHaX MO TSHKETBIMU BeKaMu. Borock
caenarb Jaxe BIOX. M Kak TOJNBKO MaJIbLBl KACAIOTCS METKH, BHOPHPYIO, KaK CTPyHA IOJ1 NaJIbI[aMH
My3bIKaHTa.

— Kak TbI ee mosmyunsa? — B rojoce HEBEPUE.

— OmHa nosiBUIach YyTPOM... — OOJIM3BIBAIO TEPECOXIIre T'yObl, 00Opa3oBaBIIasicsi OIN30CTh
cmyuiaer. Kto on? [louemy ocranaBimBaet?

— YTpoM..., — MOBTOPSIET 3a[yMUMBO, OITyCKasl B3IJIs]] HA MOU I'yOBL.

K mMouMm niekam nmpusmBaer xap.

Ha, y MeHs He ObLIO MMEHH, 51 He 3Hal0, KTO MOW POAMTENM, HO BO MHE POOyAMIach Marus,
XOTh B 3TO BCE €IIE CJI0KHO MOBEPUTh. Marus, KOTOpoy s1 COBCEM HE pajia, U eciii Obl 51 3HaJla, YTo
MOM MTPOOJIEMBI TOJIBKO HAYaJIMCh, HEMEUIEHHO Hcuesiia Obl ¢ TJ1a3 9Toro Myx4uHsl. Ho, mo3gHo.
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— Tol He MOXelIb ObITh MOEH UCTHHHOM, DIIUIN.

Uctunnasn? Yto 3a epynaa!

— 3Haelb, KT0 Thl? Thl — JTyHBs, HU OJHA MPOCTONIOAVHKA HE MOXET MOIYyUUTh Marvio u
METKY UCTUHHOCTH, S HE 3HaI0, KAKUM CIIOCOOOM Tehe 3TO YAATIOCh, HO CKakKy OJHO — ThI MOKaJIEeIlh
00 3TOM.

— Jlaiite MHe fopory, s nonyuduia npuriamenue ot Ero Bennuectsa, — HacranBato. 1 HaBep-
HOE, 3pA.
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XBataeTr MeHs 3a ropJo.

— MHe 60JIbHO, IYCTUTE, — TIBITAIOCh BHICBOOOTUTHCS.

— [IpurBopHasi HEBUHHOCTb, — 3JTUTCS CUJIbHEE OH, — HY YTO XK, Thl CaMa HAPOCUJIACH.

— lopnoH! — KpUKHYJ OH B CTOPOHY APYTOil KOMHATBHI.

B 60koBOI1 1BEpU NOSBISETCA MYKUMHA B CIOPTYKE.

— Jla, Bailie BbICOYECTBO, — CKJIOHSIET MOYTEHHO CEIYIO T'OJIOBY.

Barie BricouectBOo? Bo Bce maza Tapaiirych Ha OpioHeTa. Tak 3HaYMT, OH U3 UMIIEPATOPCKON
cembu?!

— $1 oTIy4ych HEHAJOJTO, TONBKO MOKAKY OIHOM. .. JIE[U BBIXO/.

['opnoH HECKOBKO OTENHII.

— UYro ckazarp Baiemy OTiLy?

— Huuero. S npuny u cam ¢ HUM MOTOBOPIO.

Tak BOT HOUEMy OH Tak B30EIIEH, s1 He ITPOCTO MOTyYIIa Maruio, HO eié U METKY UICTHHHOCTH,
HO 11 Koro? Heyxenu. ..

— Ceituac s mokaxy Tede TBOE MecTo, — phIKHYJ OH. — Tbl 3a0yerb ciona nopory. Hascera.

BuyTpu noxononeno — Heyxenu st icTuHHas 11t Hero? Toro, KTo ceituac rpy0o TOJIKHYIJ MEHSs
B TIOPTaJI, KOTOPBII OH OTKPBLT O30 BCSKOW IEHTarpamMMmbl, ¥ IIIarHyJI BMECTe CO MHOW.

M1 BbiIILH 1IpsiMo B JiaBKY Hopbl. Boru, Tonbko He 910! Hopa — nekapka v mpoaBasa lieHHbIe
neyeOHbIe HACTOM U TPaBbl, UX OHA BbIPAIIIMBAJIA C JIIOOOBBIO B TEIUTUIIAX, TOTOBUJIA CaMa, HEKOTOPbIe
HACTOJIbKO IIEHHBIE U pefikue, uto Hopa nepxkana ux B 0coOOM MarmyeckoM COCTaBe, OTAEIbHO OT
Bcex. U ceffuac ero BICOUYECTBO COOUPAJICS UTO-TO CHAENATh.

OH TONKaeT MeHs, 1 Jieuy BIepeN, nagas Ha PUIaBoK.

Habmonao 3a ero BHICOUECTBO, OH 3aHMMAeT COOOM BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO, CBOEH BJIACTBIO, CHJIOH
Y CBOGHpaBHEM, KaK BeTep 3arepThlid B TECHOW KOPOOKe.

— Ceityac Thl y3Haelllb, YTO 3HAYUT PA3PYLIUTh YbIO-TO KHU3Hb, — €CJIM HO3APHU B3ParuBaioT
B SIPOCTH, Pa/lyXKKU TOPSIT, B PyKYy CTEKAeT )KUJKUM IUIAMEHEM Marusi.

Sl clUIIKOM MO3HO MOHSIA, YTO OH COOUPAJICS] COBEPIIUTS.

— Hert! Yto BH nenaere?!

Bonna mMarum copBanach ¢ pyKH IpakoHa, BO BCE CTOPOHBI.

3aKphIBalOCh OT XJIECTKOTO yAapa TOpsYero MoTOoKa, a CJIeIOM B3PhIBAIOTCS 3BOHOM OAHOK U
MEH3YPBbI, CHIATCS JOKIEM Ha MOJI, KaK U OKOHHBIE CTEKJIO.

INonckakuBaio Ha HOTU M OPOCAIOCh K JIPAKOHY MOTEPSIBIINI KOHTPOJIb HaJl COOOH.

— Xsarut!! He Hafo! — HakuHy/Iach Ha HErO CTYKHYB IO TPy KyJaKaMHU.

Tsox€noe IpIxaHue ApakoHa TOTUYKAMU PACTEKAETCsl MO BUCKY. 51 yCIIBIITY CHIIBHBINA T'POXOT €ro
cepaua. OH OTTAJIKMBAET U OJHOBPEMEHHO XBATAET MEHS 3a ILLIEI0 MATEPHEN.

— He npuGnvskaiicst Ko MHe O0JTbIle, — IUIHT B JIAIO, BOH3as1 B MEHsI yOUICTBEHHBIN B3IJISI.

§1 Buenuace B €ro pyKy, 4ToObl OCBOOOJUTHCS, HO HUYETO HE BHIIILIO, €ro XBaTKa CTajbHasl.

OrHeHHast Marus XJbIHyJIa KO MHE M TeJIO IPOH3MIIO OOJIBI0, CKaB MOE cepllie pacKaJEHHBIMU
KOT'TSIMH, 3TO HACTOJIbKO HEOKUIAHHO, UTO 51 BCKPUKHYJIA, HO MOW KPUK 3aCTPsUl B TOpJie KOMOM, a
Ha IJ1a3a HAaBEPHYJIUCH CJIE3BI.

Oronsp pacrekaercs Mo KOXy Ha IlIee APAaKOHA, CKUral ero METKY UCTUHHOCTH, HABEPHOE 3TO
00JIbHO, HO HA KAMEHHOM JIUIIE He APOTHYJI U MYCKYJI, €70 CKYJIbI CTAJIU pe3ve, a ryObl INIOTHO COMKHY-
JIMCh B yHpsMylo JuHu0. Kuakoe riamMsi UCHenpsisi BEHbI JJABOM M PACTEKaIoCh MO pagykKam C
BEPTUKAJIbHBIMU 3pAYKaAMH.

B 3acTeiBIIEM yikace IMIOTAal0 TOpsYMil BO3AYX, a B MEPKHYIIEM CO3HAHMU OfIHA 3a JIPyrou
HavyaJv BCIUIBIBATH OOPHIBKM BOCIIOMUHAHUM. Perienue Moero otiia, mojiHoe pa3opeHue U KpylleHne

7



B. BoratoBa. «( He)moOumas HeBecTa qpakona. [IpaBo Ha ICTUHHYIO»

MOeM XU3HU, MO€ ucbMo Pacceny u Hazjex1a, uto oH oTBeTUuT. M oH oTBeTwII: “A mebs Henasuicy,
S’

born...

51 B3MIsAHYa Ha JpaKOHA C MOJTbOOM.

— He Hayo... Paccen, — memuy 0e33By4YHO, TIpesk/ie YeM MOTepsATh CO3HAHUE OT HEBBIHOCH-
MOW, MPOKUTAIOIIEH TIOTh OOJH.
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Hopa Hamia MeHst Ha moity, B OCKOJIKax Cpeid MOJHOM pa3pyxu. S To Tepsiia cO3HaHUE, TO
BHOBb IIPUXOJWJIA B YYBCTBA, U CJIbIIIAJA €€ TUXUM TOJIOC.

— 4 310eck Duun, He BOJTHYMCS, — I'OBOPUWJIA U IJIaWJIa MEHS IO TOJIOBE.

B criepytommii pa3, Korja o4Hysiack, OOHapykuia ceOs Jiexkareil Ha Msrkou nocrenu. Crosiia
MSITKasi TUIIMHA. Terio 1 yIoTHO He CMOTPs1, UTO 32 OKHOM JAPOXKAT 3B€3/Ibl HA MOPO3HOM Hebe.

— IpocHynack? — Hopa nprcakvBaeTcst Ha Kpail KpoBaTh ¢ JOOPO# yJIBIOKOM Ha JIHIIE.

— 41 noasena teds1. Bee paspymieHo. [Ipoctu, — He cMOTpIO €if B I71a3a.

— I'nmaBHOE, 4TO ThI )KMBA, — B3/IBIXAET C TSKECTHIO. — DTO 51 BAHOBATA, TBOM IPEIYYBCTBUS
He oOMaHbIBaM TeOs1, Duum. Tl CHIIBHO MOCTpajiasia, MHE HYKHO ObLIO MPUCITYIIATHCS K TBOUM
CJIOBaM, M HE HACTaUBaTh UJITH BO JIBOpELl, Tl €[Ba. .. He Moruona.

— Bcé€ yxe nozagu. Yto ciyumnnoch Jaielie? — CIpaliMBal KOMOM B roprie.

— OH... yIIEN, — OIyCKAaEeT C COKAJIEHUEM B3IJISA.

[TpukychiBaio 10 KpoBH ryoy.

— Jlait Bompl.

Hopa tsaHeTca 3a yameid, a S NPUNOAHMMAIOCh HA BJIAXHBIX NOAylIKax. B mmazax TemHeer.
OcnaOiiee Teno JOMUT, Kak MPH MPOCTYe, MIe0 MeKJIO MOoj BIaXHbIM NosoTeHieM. [Ipunagao k
yaine, Aesaio xaJJHble TIOTKH, MTPOXJIaJHasi BOJa TYIIUT Moxkap oOJeryaer.

— OH BBIKET TBOIO METKY... 5 copBajia colBeTHe APAKOHBUX CJIe3, YTOObI UCIIETUTDb TEOS. . .
N y6patb paHbl.

YIuBIEHHO BCKUABIBAIO HA HEE B3IJIAM.

— OHM Ke CTOSIT 1IeJIoe COCTOSTHHE...

Ha os1HO corBeTrie MOKHO OBbLJIO KYIUTh 3eMEeJIbHBIA YYaCTOK, a CKOJIBKO JIET OHA €T0 BhIPaIIIU-
BaJjla — ITOJDKU3HU!

BosBpariaio yaiiky v jJ0:xxych 00paTHO Ha MOAYIIKH, MIPUKPBIBAIO MOTsIKeNeBine Beku. Cie-
3MHKA TOpJI0 CKAThIBAETCS MO BUCKY.

— He 3Hao, kak MHe TeOs1 oTOnaronaputh, Hopa.

— Jlaxe He gymaii 00 3TOM, — CTPOro OTO3BaJIaCh JIEKapKa.

— 4 He moHMMal, MoYemMy OH Tak MocTynuj... OH CKa3ajl B TOM MOCJIEJHEM NHUCbME, YTO
HEHABUIWT, U €CJIU 3TO TaK, MoYeMy MOsIBUJIACh MeTKa? — 3a)XMYpPUBalOCh 3amperias ceOe Tiakarh.

— 4 Bce Bcnomumia, Hopa. .. — Xpuruio menyy.

Hopa xmyputbcst, HO He TpeOyeT OOBbSICHEHUIA.

— Cnu, 1wy, a yTpoM CTaHET COBCEM JIerye, TOr/ia U OroBOpyUM, — MOJHUMAETCS U MEHSIET
TMOJIOTEHILIE Ha MPOXJIaJHOE, TPUKJIAJbIBAS JIEM.

MHe Bujiesncs OH, ero Kpacupas yiblOKa, JOITUH B3MIISA. .. Bpemsi, mpoBeaéHHOe BMecTe, po-
JIeTaJI0 HE3aMETHO, JyMaJjia 3TO COoH. Hare 3HaKoMCTBO cllydyailHOE, OH TIOMOT MOEMY OTILY, & TOTOM
MoXenan BUAETh MEHsI B UMIIepaTopckoM cafay. lapui LBEThI, HEXHbIE MBIIIHbIE Kamenu, Oesbie
1 KpacHble. besble — cumBOIT 0OBH, KpacHbie — crpactu. OH ObuT 100p 1 BHUMaTesneH. Otell He
0/100psIJT MOMX OTHOIICHUH C MIPUHIIEM, CYMTAJI, YTO OH UTPAETCSI CO MHOM, IIOTOMY YTO BHICOKOPOJI-
HbIA HUKOIZIAa HE BO3BMET B KE€HBI MPOCTYIO IeBYHIKy. I He ciymana. Ho Paccen Bapyr ucues, u
MPUIILIO 3TO 37I0€ MTUChMO.

"1 HeHaBMXKY TeOs1, D"

3a uro? [louemy?

Jlyurie Ob MBI HE BCTPEUAITUCh, JIy4llie Obl €0 He ObUIO B MOEH KU3HH. ..

— ...DTO0 BCE YTO 5 MOMHIO, — BBIJBIXAI0 C IPYCTHIO 5 MOCKE J0aroro pacckasza Hope o tom,
YTO CJIy4MJIOCh [1Ba IOJa Ha3ajl.

Hopa 3agymunBO MOTYHT.
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— Bcé€ He cmyyaiiHO, 51 yBepeHa, YTo He CllyvyaiiHa U TBOSI BCTpPeYa C IPUHIIEM B TOM YHCJIE,
— OTBevaeT oHa. — BaM HyKHO IOrOBOPUTH U BBISICHUTD, UTO K€ HA CaMOM JeJie CIIy4nIochk. Beap
Te0s1 3a4eM-TO MPUTTIACUIIA BO ABOPEI.

— [loroBoputh? — BCKUABIBAIO M3YMIJIEHHBIN B3IVIsAA. — Hukorga.

— CronbKo 601 MPUHECIIO Ballle pacCTaBaHUe, a TYT METKa HallOMHMJIA O CTApo paHe..., —
aenaer BbIBOA. — [IpakoH mo0uT onuH pa3. He onpapapiBaio ero, OH MOCTYITWII TJIOXO0, HO YTO €ro
MOIJIO 3aCTaBUTh ITO CAENATH?

CMOTpIO B KPYKKY C OTBApOM, JIOBSI CBOE OJIe/THOE OTPAKEHUE B HEM.

— He 3nat0, Hopa. Ho 3710 y:xe HeBaxxHO. OH BbIKET METKY, Terepb Bce KOHUeHO. — OH caesnai
BBIOOp, OTKa3aJICcsl OT CBOE MCTUHHOW. Jla M CMEIIHO — [0Yb MMOMEIMKA W HeBecTa MpHHIA, —
KPUBO YCMEXaloch, — OTell ObUT IIpaB, KOTJa MPeAyNpeskIai, YTO XOPOIIMM 3TO He KOHUUTCS.

— Bac cBena cynp6a. BeixoauT npuHII y3HaT B TeOe CBOI0 UCTUHHYIO, TTYCTh U HE JJOTa IbIBAJICS
00 3TOM.

— Yo Teneps OyneT ¢ HUM? — cepllle TPEBOKHO CKUMAETCsI, a 51 CepXKyCch Ha cedsl, KaK s
MOTY MEPeKUBaTh 3a HEro Mocjie Toro, uto oH caenan? [yno, Suuiu.

— Borock, ¢ HUM Bcé OynieT oueHb MI0X0, — omyckaeT B3risaa Hopa.

10
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Hopa Bo3Bpatiaer B3ris] Ha MEHs.

— JIpakoH, n30aBUBIIMCh OT UCTUHHOM, MOXET JIMILUTLCS KpbUIbeB. WIn OCcIenHyTh, U HUKa-
Kasi Marusi Wi JpakoHbU CJIe3bl €r0 He CIacyT.

S1 conporHyaack BceM TeJIOM.

— Hopa, 310 mpaBna? — Takoil CTpaIIHOi y4acTH sl He TokKenaua Obl JJake eMy, IMyCTh OH
pacTornTajg MeHs KaK MOr.

— K coxanenmio, 1a, — ¢ reyabio OTBETUJIA KEHIIMHA, OIyCKasl B3JIsA], a IyObl COMKHYJIUCh
B FOPbKOM JINHUU.

W oH nomén Ha 3To JIMIIb TOJBKO IOTOMY, YTO XOUYET Pa30pBaTh CO MHOH CBA3b? A Kak ellg,
AU, OH Bellb ACHO AAJI MOHATh, YTO HE XOUET UMETh JIEJIO C IPOCTOTIOAUHKOM, CBS3b CO MHOM —
OecciaBHas yyacTh JJisl HETO, XOThb 51 U UCTHHAs.

— Hopa, a pa3zBe U30aBUBIINCH OT METKH, JPAKOHBI HE MOTYT HAWTH ce0e HOBYIO MCTHHHYIO?

Sl neficTBUTENBHO MPO HUX HUYETOo He 3HaJIa, OTEL] He pacCKa3bliBall U TIATEbHO Orpaxkaall OT
MUpa JIPAKOHOB — HaM, ITPOCTBIM JIIO[SIM, HE3a4eM 3HaTh O BEPXYIIKE, TOBOPHJI OH.

— 41 em€ o TakoM He cJibllIaia, — YECTHO NPU3HAIACh OHA, — XOTH... elIE C JABHUX BPEMEH
TAaKOE CJIy4yaloch, HO TOrJa ele Obula sxuBa JpeBHssA Marus Cusiomux. .. [Toatomy BcTpetuts apy-
I'yI0 UICTUHHYIO MJIM ICTUHHOTO MOHO, €CJIM KTO-TO OfIMH YMPET. Ho 3T0 TOXeE C10KHO, €ClTN APaKoH
JOOWT, TO OMH pa3, — HarnoMHuUIa Hopa.

BHyTpu MeHs cTano 310K0, BCe 9TO OUYEHb MeYaIbHO, BHIXOAUT, IIPUHI] OOPEUEH.

«boruHs, 1 cHOBa 1 0 HEM», — HaxMypuiach 5. [lopa ero 3a0bITh.

— He Oyznem o rpyctHOM, D1, nopa Tede Mo3aBTpakaTh, Hy)KHO HaOMPaThCs CUIL.

Hopa npaBa, MHE HY’KHO Kak MOKHO ObICTpee BCTaTh Ha HOTH, IIOMOYb yOpaTh pa3pylleHus,
YyTO HaHEC ApakoH. EE cTosbKko Aes, Tenepb HyKHO MOAyMaThb, Kak BOCIIOJIHUTD 3TOT ypoH. HyxHo
OyaeT yCTpOUTHCS Ha padoOTy WM MOMPOOOBaTh BHIPACTUTH HOBBIE CAKEHIIbI, HO 32 CTEHAMH 3MMa,
a B TEIUIMLAX MecTa MaJo.

Tak wim vHave, 51 Jana cebe oOeranue YTo-To MpuayMarh. [IBa AHS s BOCCTaHABIMBAJACK,
BCTaBaJla, CTapajiach €CTh U JaXKe BBIIONHATh HETPYIHYIO paboTy 1o 1omy, moka Hopa Oblia B 1aBke.
Bbokuranve METKM IPHHECTO HEMAJo Bpela MoeMy 3710poBblo. U Bce 3ti 1Ba AHS 51 GECIIoma HO
BBIPbIBAJIa C KOPHEM MBICIH O Paccesie, mpuBbIKast BHOBb K TOMY, YTO COBCEM HMKOI/IA HE 3HAJA €ro,
HM 9TUX XOJIOJHBIX CMHUX IJIa3, HU IIJIAMEHU B €10 KPOBU, HU UyTKUX CUJIbHBIX MAJIbLIEB.

Ha Tperwnii neHp mocrne 3aBTpaka s ckasasa cede, uTo rmopa Oparbesi 3a padoTy, XBaTUT OTCIIe-
JKMBATbCS, CTOJIBKO HYXKHO caesaTh, Hopa He onoOpuia Moero pBeHusi, HO 1 AEHCTBUTENIBHO 1yB-
CTBOBaJIa ceOs1 yxke JTydlle.

Korna Hopa ymuia, st yopanack Ha KyxHe U IIPUHsUIACh 32 TOCTUHYIO. [1ycTh OHa Oblia HEOOb-
IO, HO PabOTHI OBIJIO MHOTO, MBUTH HACEJIAa TOHKMM CJIOEM Ha TOJIKaX, TUIOIIKY C OBPEKAEHHBIMU
pacTeHusIMHM, KOTopble nprHeca Hopa u3 1aBku cUpOT/IMBO CTOsIa Ha cTojie ¥ noity. Hope ¢ jtaBkoit
COBCEM HEKOrJa youparbcs 37€Ch, Ja 1 OHA MHOTO CHJI OTAaBasia, 9ToOBI BRIXOIUTH MeHs. U mpocTo
yXke CTBIJHO CUJIETh U HUYETO He JIeJIaTh.

Ho nocse Toro kak ¢ nbUiblo ObLJIO TOKOHYEHO, 51 TOUYBCTBOBAJIA JPOKb B KOJIEHSX, U YEPHBIE
MYIIKH JIETAJIM Tiepe]] I1a3aMu, caabocTh CHOBa ofosniena MeHs. U 51, Kak crapyxa, eBa JIoluia 10
AVBaHa, BOJIOYA HOTH 3a COOOM, OITYCTHJIaCh Ha Kpai, BIEMMBIIUCH APOKAIIMMHU MaJIbLIAMHU B TIOJI-
JokoTHUK. Tenepp s MoHsIa, 0 yem npeaynpexgaia Hopa, Ha BoccTaHOB/IEHUE HYXKEeH Mecsll, He
MEHBIIIE, a 51 XOTesIa Yepes3 ABa JHs pbIraTh M0 KOMHATe.

«He Boliifer, kaxercs, UUIN», — C TOPEeUblo 3aMeTHIa 5.

Moii B35 BAPYT 3aleNUIICS 3a 3eJIEHYI0 TKaHb, YTO Topyasia 3a JBepKoy 1Kadga, 1o rno3so-
HOYHHUKY HEIPUSATHO MPOJIUJICS XONOAOK, HATIOMHUB O CTPALLIHOM AHE. 1 HEpBHO BLIENMJIACH B Kpaii
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IMBaHa, CIJIOTHYB, CIIyIlasi, Kak cepiile 3a0uioch rpoMue U cujibHee. MeIsIeHHO MOAHSIIAcCh U Mpo-
1uIa K mkady, oTKpbula CTBOpKY. Ha Bemnasnke Buceno MOE HapsiTHOE I0OpOroe ILIaThe.

[TpoTanyna pyky u normnaguia KpyKeBo HaJl KOPCaKeM, IIEJIKOBbIE JIEHTBI, IPOUJSCH 10 MPO-
KOKEHHBIM JIDAKOHBMM OTHEM CKiaakaM. [Inatbe ObLIo OECIoagHO KCTIOPUEHO, HaBEpHOE, TaK
BBIIVISIAETIO MOE cepalie, KpacuBOE, HO B AbIpax.

[ToTrokom XJIBIHY/IM BOCIIOMUHAHUSI TOTO JHS, 51 TOPbKO YCMEXHY/ACh, OKA3bIBAETCS, BCE ITU
IHU 5 TIbITAIach O€XaTh OT MBICJIEH O paKoHe, a ceiiuac OHU HACTHIJIM MEHsI U CHOBA COMJIM C HOT.
4l momarHynack, XBaTasich 3a CTBOPKY, YTOOBI HE yIacTh, MPUKpPbLIAa BeKU. B yIax mymesno ot xaji-
HBIX BJJOXOB apoMaTta, 4To UcXoaws oT 1uiaths. [laxso um. [IMKoi po3oil, Koaouell U ropbKou, Mo-
MMIEepaTOPCKU TOpIoH.

OTkpbUIa 71232 U MOCMOTpEJIa B 3€PKAJIO, YTO BUCEJIO C BHYTPEHHEW CTOPOHBI CTBOPKH. 1
HE pelanach B3MIAHYTh Ha ceds mocie Toro aus. Ha MeHs1 cMoTpena oueHb OnieHast uCxXyJaBIiast
JEBYIIKA, O HeJaBHEM 3[J0POBOM PyMsIHIIE HE MOIJIO ObITh M pedd. MoW IIBET JIMIa MOXHO OBLIO
CPaBHUTb CO CHEXKHOM OeM3HOM, TyObI TOJKE OECIIBETHBIC, a Ha Illee KpacoBasiach MeTKa. TouHee, Bce,
YTO OT HEe OCTAJIOCh TeNepb — YPOIUIMBOE KpacHoe nsATHO. Hopa roBopuiia, 4Tto mipamsl yiayT, Ha
9TO OHA TPATUT BCE IIEHHbIE HACTOU, KOTOpble Hac KopMuIi. Ho Gombliie Bcero TpoHya MO B3I,
TaKOM MeYaJbHBIA U PAaHUMBIH, YTO 3aHBUIO [JE-TO B TPYIH.

HyxHo ckazats Hope, uToObI yOpasna riaTbe, He X04y, YTOOBI YTO-TO HATIOMHUHAJIO O JIPAKOHE.

51 6picTpo 3aKkphuIa aBepily. Heuero Mue Tyna cMoTpets. Beé B opsizike, 1o nmpoiaét. Ckopo
MPOMJIET, HY’)KHO ITPOCTO HEMHOTO BPEMEHHU.

HeoxunaanHo pa3nancs CTyK B ABEpb, 3aCTaBJIAS CEpALle HOAIPHITHYTh B TPYAHU.

Kt0 310 MOT OBITH?

3aBepHYBIIKCh B IEPCTSHOH MIATOK, YTO ObUT HA MOMX IUJIeYax, 5 MOCTIeNIIa K JBEpPH.
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5

VY ABepM s HEMHOTO 3aJiepKaach. A BAPYT 9TO elIE KaKue-HUOYIb MOChUIbHBIE OT UMIlepaTopa?
JloCTaTOYHO C MEHS UX NpUrjaleHnii. Moxer, Jiydle MpUTBOPUTHCS, UTO HUKOTO HET 1oMa?

OTKpbLIa TAKETYIO CTBOPKY M Cpa3y MPUILYPUIACH OT MIOTOKA XOJIOAHOIO BO3/yXa U CHEXKHOU
OeJTM3HbI, XOPOBOJI CHEXKUHOK 3aKPYKIJI B IBEPSIX, OIYCKASICh HA MOIO KOXKY KOMIOUUMH UTOJIKAMHU.

— Jo6pblit feHb, MUCC, 51 0T rocroxu Hopbl, — nocriennn 0ObsICHUTh HE3HAKOMEI, TOIITaB-
IIAKCS Ha TTOpore, COMBasi C Carior CHeT, IepXka B pyKax JepEeBsIHHBIN AIIMK, B KOTOPOM OBUIM COCTaB-
JIEHBI [JIOUIKU C XPYIIKMMH POCTKAMH.

S okpyriiia m1a3a U TyT ke Jajia JOpOry HE3HAKOMILY.

— Jla, KoHeuHo, ObIcTpee.

Ha ymuue takoi xonof, 4To Kanpu3Hble TOJIMMbI MOTYT HE BblAEp:kaTh! S mpoBoguia mMosno-
JIOTO YeJIOBeKa BHYTPb JIOMa, OH TIOCTABUJI SAIIMK, IIOTOM BBIIIIEN, 3aHEC €IIE OUH, C OAHOUKAMU U
y3bIPbKAMH YIIEJIEBILIMX HACTOEB U JIEKAPCTB, TOTOM €LIE OJIMH.

— DT0 MOC/NeTHNIA, — YBEIOMWI OH. — Takue HeXHble PACTeHUs, JKaJIKO OyIeT, eclii OHU
MponagyT. A 3TH, KaXeTcsi, 0COOEHHO IIeHHbIE, TOJIUMbI, BHIPAIIMBAIOTCS TPUALIATH JIeT. A BOT Jpa-
KOHBH CJI€3bl — €IIE J0JIbLIE, — HAXMYPUJICA U 3aMep. — A 3T0, — OH BJAPYT JOCTAET U3 3aKa3yXH
TKAHHBI MEIIOYEK, — MOJAPOK BaM.

— Mmue? — cmyTtunace 1 eme cuibHee. — YTo Tam?

[TapeHp BbICHIIAUT HA JIAJIOHb HECKOJIBKO CEMSIH.

— ITO JIOKCUP — UMIIEpPATOpPCKas po3a, TaK €ro Ha3bIBAIOT B IPOCTOHAPOAbE, OAHON Karliu
€ro COKa J0CTaTOYHO JJIs HECKOJIbKMX (DJIaKOHOB TyaJIeTHOM BOJbL. bepure.

— bnaronapio, — pacrepsiiachk 51, KOHEUHO, 51 yrajajia ux cpa3y, OHA UMEJIY Iy PITy PHbIA LIBET
Y BBITSHYTYIO (pOpMY, — HO 3TO Be[lb CJIMILIKOM JOPOroy MOJapoK, — BbIIOXHYJIA, HE 3HAs, YTO U
CKazaTh.

Mornonoit MyX4lHa BEpHYJI CEMEHA B MEIIOYEK M MOJI4Ya MOJI0KUI Ha CTOJL.

— IlocanuTe B HOBOJyHHE U IEPKUTE B MOTYMpPAKE, [IOKA CEMEYKO HE MPOKJIIOHETCS.

— BuI xoporro pazoupaerech B pacteHusix. Bol ekaphb?

— Her, npocrto He mportycKan Hi OHOTO 3aHATUS O (PIIOPUCTHUKE.

Tenepr 1 MHE IOHATHO, IOYEMY MHE HpaBWJIOCh omMorath Hope, Moii otery — 3emuiesienen.

Sl mocMoTpena Ha HATONTAHHBIN CAllOraMHU TOJT M JTy’KH pacTasiBILIErO CHEra.

— O, nmpocTuTe, — CTAJO BAPYT HEJIOBKO MY;KYMHE, KOTJIa OH ITPOCIIEANIT 32 MOUM B3[VISIAOM.

— Huuero, s yoepy.

[ToBucna HenoBKas nay3a. TOJBKO TYT 51 pacCMOTpeJia FOCTsl, BBICOKHI, C TPUATHBIMU YEPTaMHU
JIMIIA, YyTh BOJHUCTBIMU, MOYTH JIO IUIEY KAIITAHOBBIMUA BOJIOCAMU C MATKUM 30JIOTHIM OTJIMBOM,
Ha KOTOPBIX TasuId MOCIEOHNE CHEKMHKM, KaK M Ha IIMPOKMX Iuledax. [J1a3a y He3HaKomIla TOXe
HEOObIUHbIE, STHTAPHBIE U 100pbIe. A eIlIE CBeTATCS U3HYTPH, s CPa3y He MOHsUIA, YTO 3TO MATMYECKUI
pe3eps.

— 41 3a6wu1 ipeictaButhes, depek IITopH, — HapyIIvI My>KUUHA TUIIAHY.

— Sl Duum. .. — mpocTOo cKazana s U MPOTSAHY/IA PYKY, HO OHa JpOXKaja TaK, YTO HEBO3MOXKHO
OBLJIO HE 3aMETUTD.

W 51 GpicTpO cripsiTanach, HEJIOBKO 3aKYTABIIUCh B IUIATOK, 3aKPbIBasi METKY, a TOYHEE, TO, YTO
OT He€ OCTaJIOCh, elI€ MOoIyMaeT, 4To s 4eM-To OojibHa. Bripouem, Moil BuA sIBHO 3acTaBuUil Obl 00
3ToM 3aaymatbesi. Ho 10HOIa MPUTBOPHIICS, UTO HUYETO He 3aMEeTHII, U BeKJIUBO YIbIOHYIcA. Ho u
HE CIIENIWI YXOIUTbh, MPOAOJIKAS pacCMaTpuBaTh MEHS.

— BpI momMoryi Ham, Grarogapio Bac 3a 3T0.

— Ilycriku, — CKpOMHHYAET MAPEHb.
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Hopa xots Obl mpegynpenuia, yto y He€ Hamemcs NOMOIIHUK. ToIbKo mapeHs OblT OIET COBCEM
HE MPOCTO, He CKaXellb M0 JOOPOTHOMY 3MMHEMY CIOPTYKY C MEXOM M HAuMIIIEHHBIM cariorax ja
OesbIM OpIOKax, YTO OH OOBIYHBIN pa3HOPaOOUMH, COBCEM He CKakelllb, HO KTo Toraa? f He Bujena
ero panbiie. /la v HajMure Maru 0 MHOrOM TOBOPUT. Jlepek 3aepKuBaeT Ha MHE B3IJISI, a YJIbIOKa
C JIMIIA TIPOMNAJIAET, HO 3aTO MOSIBJISIETCS PyMsIHEIl Ha CKyJiax.

— Xopouiero gHs1, UM, — OTCTYNaeT NapeHb K JBEpH, IOHUMAs, YTO 33/1€PKUBAETCS.

A 4 He 3HaI0, YTO OTBETUTh, MOXET, 3TO HE COBCEM BEKJIMBO C MOEU CTOPOHBI, HE MPEIOKUTh
3a TIOMOIIIb XOT# ObI Yareuky 4ast. Ho Mosiofoii ieByiike, HaXOAAIIencs JoMa OTHOM, 3TO COBCEM He
HpI/IJII/I‘IHO. Tenepb, BCITOMHUB O CBOéM HpOI/ICXO)KIleHI/II/I, A HpI/IHOMHI/UIa 1 BEChb ITHUKET.

3akpsblia 3a HUM JBepb. U iporiia k okHy. [lepek cOexan ¢ mopoxka v JEPHYJI 3a BETKY eIy,
YTO pociia BosJie mopora. [IoTok cHera MmochInajics Ha ero MaKyIlKy, Iornaasi 3a BOpoTt 1ryosl. [TapeHb
TIOTIPABUJI €T ¥ 00epHYJICS. Sl OTIPsIHYJIA, a KOT/Ia BHOBB BBITJISTHYJIA, OH YKE CKPBIJICS 32 TOBOPOTOM.
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Tonpko yepe3 Mur noiiMaiia cedst Ha ToM, uTo yibiOatock. [lepek IlITopH KakuM-To 0Opasom
CyMeJ1 OTBJIEYb OT TOFO CMYTHOI'O COCTOSIHM S, B KOTOPOM £ npeOsiBasia. Ho 3T0 mpoaamsiock He Joro.
CHoBa BHYTpHM 00pa3oBajach IycTOTa, a c1aboCTh OJ0JIeNa, e/1Ba s1 CMOIJIa IIPOTEPETh MOl U CIIBU-
HYTb AIMKU. Y clIT HE ocTasloch Aaxe MOAHATHCA B KOMHATY, IpUJIeriia psAaMo Ha quBase. U ycHyna.

ITpocHyace OT NOCTOPOHHUX 3BYKOB, BCKOUMJIA CJIMILIKOM PE3KO, TaK YTO IIOTEMHEJIO B IJIa3ax.

— Hopa, TsI yxe npuiua, a s Jaxe epl He IPUroTOBUIIA.

— Ilepecranp, D1y, 5 ceifuac Bce OBICTPO caMa MPUTOTOBIII0, — OHA CKUHYJIA C IJ1IeY 3UMHUIN
’KEHCKUH CIOPTYK Y IPUHSJIACH XJIONOTATh 10 JOMY.

4l moneITanack MoMous, HO B utore Hopa nocaguia MeHs Ha CTyJ1 M IIOCTaBUJIa OYEPEIHYIO IOP-
LIMIO JIEKApCTBA, HUYETO HE OCTaBaJIOCh, KaK CIIyIIaThCs e€. Bckope KyXHs HAllOJHUJIACh BKYCHBIMU
3armaxamy rpuOHOTO CyIa, CBexkero xjebda u TerioM. A s Habmopana 3a Hopoii u Bce xzaana, 4to
OHa YTO-TO CKaKeT, & TOYHEE, PUHECET BECTU O €TO BHICOYECTBE. Sl HAXMypHIach, pa303/IMBIIUCH HA
ce0s1 — Bce ellE K1y Yero-To, 1ocye BCero Toro, 4To CAeNal OH.

— MerTtKy OH Ck€r, HO (paHTOM e€ ocTascsl B TBOEH aype Hajoiro, — ckaszaia Hopa, Oynro
YCJIBIILIAB MOU MBICJM. — ThI Oyelb A0JT0 O HEM ellé BCIOMMHATB, U IUIaKaTh Oy/elllb, ¥ He CIaTh.

— 41 He X04y Tak, — MoKaJa s ryObl, FOTOBast pa3peBEThCs.

“uum, BO3bMU ce0s1 B pyKH!” — CTporo npukasaia cede, IOMUB TOpbKoe JIEKapCTBO, CUIIBHO
32KMYPUBLIKCB.

— JlaBKy MOXHO y>ke OyleT CHOBa OTKpbIBaTh. K cuacThio, HUKTO He y3HaJI, YTO y HaC MOOBIBAJT
caM IPHHII, HHa4Ye MPUIILIOCh Obl ICKaTh HOBOE MecTo. KoHeuHO, MHOTO TOBapa MpHUIILIIOCh BHIKUHYTH,
HO 4TO-TO yLeJIeso, eci Obl He JlepeK, MPHIIIOCch Obl OTOTrPeBaTh TETUIUIIBI, HO Ha 3TO MOHAT00MIIOCh
Obl MHOTO BPEMEHH.

— Kr0 on, Hopa? {1 ero He Buziena paHblie y Te0s1 B JIaBKe.

— A TBI 1 He MoIJIa BUZETh. [lepek TonbKo Buepa npuexai B bpokocr. Jlo aToro yuuics u ciy-
kw1 B PecOypre. 3nato cembio IlITopHOB 1aBHO, 51 ero Matk, Mapetty I1ITopH, Ha HOrM MOAHSIA CBO-
VMU JIeKapcTBaMU. [lepek, Kak TOJIBKO Y3HaJI O TOM, YTO CIy4MJIOCh C HAallIEW JIABKOM, Cpasy ke IpH-
exaJl, [IOMOT, paCTeHUs1 BOCCTAHOBUJI, T€, YTO MOKHO ObLIO, OKHa HOBbIE NocTaBuil. HoBble ropiku
IJ1 TyKOBUL TpUBE3. OH CUJIBHBIM Mar, U Kak BO3MY:KaJl, 1 €r0 MAJbYMILIKOU 3HaJIA. A Thl TO3HAKO-
MUJIaCh C HUM, 51 BUKY?

A cMymEHHO omycTuiia B3IJIAA,.

— HemHoro nosHakoMuince, OH oJapuil MHE CEMEHa JIOKCUPA.

— 3aBTpa UxX HyXkHO nocaguts. Kyiaii, a To OCTBIHET, IPUATHOIO anneruTa, uum Heppaii.

Sl 3amepia, ycablaB CBOE MOJTHOE UMs1. Mbl IPUHAINACH €CTb.

— He ckyyaems no otiy? OH Beib He 3HAET, IIE Thl U KaK THI.

MHe He XO0TeI0Ch BO3BpaIlaTbCs K 3TOU TEME, K ITPOIJIOMY, K BCTPEYaM C €r0 BHICOUYECTBOM.

— He 3Ha10, HO BO3BpaIaTeCs A HE X0Uy.

— D, Tak Heb3s. Sl noHMMar, 4yTo Tede TAXKEINO, HO. ..

— 41 xouy ocTaTbCs ¢ TOOOH, YTOOBI Bce OBLIO KaK paHbIIe.

— A kaxk xe TBog Marus? Thl Bellb HE yMaelllb, YTO, yTPAaTUB CBOET'0 UICTUHHOTO, ThI IOTEpsIa
Maruio?

4l nevicTBUTENHHO HE AyMasa 00 STOM.

— K Tomy e Thl Tak ¥ He BCTpETWJIaCh C UMIIEpaTopoM. $1 He Jymalio, 4To TeOsl OCTaBsAT B
TIOKOE.

51 otnoxuiia crosnoBblid puoOop. Kak ke s NpuBBIKJIA K CBOEW pa3MEpeHHOM KU3HU, HE HYKHO
AyMarb O CBOEM MOJIOAKEHUH, O MAaruy, O TOM, YTO TENeph £ MOoMaja Mo BHIMaHUE CaMOro umIepa-
Topa. Hudero 3toro He ObLIO B JKM3HH, KaK U CEMbH, a TOYHEee, OTHa. Mosi MaTyIlIKa CKOHYaJach,
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Korja si ObUta COBCEM eIlé MJIaJeHIeM, OTel] Majlo O Hell pacckasbiBajl. Ho HM y KOro W3 HUX He
uMesoch Marud. M MeHst 3To HaCcTOpaXkMBaJio, Kak M HACTOPAKUBAJIO TO, UTO s TaK M HE BCTIOMHMJIA,
KTO CTEP MOIO NaMsITh, XOTsI OTKJIAAbIBAJIa STU BOMPOCH! Ha ToToM. Ho, KaxkeTcst, mpUIuio BpeMsi Bce
pelaTh.

— MHe HyxHO eni€ Bpemsi, Hopa, mo3Boib MHE TIOXUThH y TeOs elng.

— Boruns, 1wy, HeyKeu Tl AyMaelllb, 4To s X0y TeOs KyIa-TO OTITPaBUTh? DTO HE TaK, ThI
MHE OYeHb JIOpOra, CTajia POJHOM, CIIOBHO Y MEHS €CTh JIOUKa, — TOPBKO YJIBIOHYJIACh OHA, HAKPBIB
MOIO JIaJIOHb CBOEM, TEIUIOM.

Mp1 OOHSTUCH, U CTAJIO TaK JIETKO M TeIUIO, YTO MPU MBICTH O TOM, UTO TPUAETCS MOKUHYTh
STOT JIOM, HABOPauMBAJIUCh ciie3bl. 3Hasa, uto Hopa noarorasivBaia MeHsl K IPUHSATHUIO pellIeHus],
HO CJIMIIIKOM CBEXH OBUTH PaHBI.

— 41 nomxHa Tebe Koe-uTo pacckaszarh, DI, — BAPYT poroBopuia Hopa, He BbITycKas
MeHS U3 OOBSTHI.
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Otcrpansioch 1 HenoHUmale cMorpio Ha Hopy.

— Yro, Hopa?

— Torna, nBa roga Hazaj, Te0s KO MHE MTPUBEJIH, DIIUIH, 3TO OblIa He cTy4aiiHOCTh, — Hopa
3aIHYJIaCh ¥ IPYCTHO OIyCTUJIA B3MIA]. — IIpocTy, uTo He cka3asia paHble, {... HE MOIJIa, AyMaJla,
YTO TaK OyAeT Oe30MacHoO JiIs TeOsl.

— He nonunmaro, Hopa, — cxBarunachk 3a e€ miedu, C:kumasi, — O YEM Thbl TOBOPHILIb?

— ThI ObIa ¢ KEHIMHOM, ¢ HEMPOCTOH KEHIMHOW, Ha Heil ObUIO HE CIOKHOE, HO JI0pOroe
onestHue. §1 He BUena e€ Mia, HO JKEeHIIMHA OblIa cTapine MeHs. E€ nuio ckpbiBajia TeHb ITyOOKOro
kamomoHa. Tel Obl1a 6e3 cozHanust. OHa HUYEro He ckasasia o cede 1 0 Tede ToKe, JIMIIb MPUKa3aia
MOJTYaTh O Hei, MHave. .. 5 JIMIIYCh BCEro, a TeOsi OHa YHUUTOXHUT.

Sl B3aporHyina, a o crmHe mpodesxai nén crpaxa. Be€ ato Bpems Hopa Obuta B onacHocT?
N monmyana?!

— HecomHuenHo, kem Obl OHa HU ObUIa, HE3HAKOMKA MMeJIa BIIMSHUE, BCE €€ MOBeJeHNe Bba-
BaJIO APUCTOKPATUYECKYIO KPOBb.

[TaspLpl pyk cTanu npegaTesibCKy MOgparuBaTh.

— Buaumo, 310 oHa HanoxwMIa 3aKkyATHE. .. — Hopa ¢ coxxanenreM nokavasa rolloBoy 1 cxxaja
ryObl. — £ 9TOT JIeHb MOMHIO Kak cefyac.

SI MoprHyJsia 1 OImycTwIa IUIEYH, pacTepssHHas OT TaKOM HOBOCTHU. [la, BO MHE €CTb Marus, u
9TO OYeHb CTPaHHO, B poxry Heppail HuKorga He ObLIO e€, yxe ceMb MokoneHuil. 1, Bumumo, KTo-1o
3HaJ1 000 MHE OOJIbIIe, YeM s cama.

— IIpoctn mens, — 3arosopuia Hopa. — Tenepp Thl 10/KHA IOHUMATh, YTO TBOS KU3Hb B
OIACHOCTH, U TeOe HYKHO BO BCEM Pa300paThCsl, YTOOBI 3aIIUTUTh CeOsl.

— 3HauuT, 370 OHa cTépia Mol naMmATh? Ho mouemy ocraBuiia B KMBBIX, €CJIM XOTesa U30a-
BUTBCSA? — HEPBHO YCMEXHYJIACh 51, U TYT XK€ CTaJIO He 1O cMexa. — [la 1 moyemy ocraBuiia B CTO-
JvIe, a He 3aKMHYJa Ky/la-HUOYab Mojabiie?

— HagepHoe, B 3ToM OblT Kakoi-TO CMBIC, — B370XHY/1a Hopa 1 nogHsiack, NpUHABIIUCH
yOuparh CO CTONA, COCTABIISAA YAIIKA B PAKOBUHY. — BoJibllle OHa HUKOIa He MOSIBJIAIAC.

...DTOI HOYBIO MHE COBCEM HE CMajoch, s BOpoYaach ¢ OOKY Ha OOK M BCE JymMasa O TOM,
yro ckazana Hopa. U neitanack BcnoMHUTB. XOTs Obl MAJIyIO TOJIMKY, HO HeT. Bc€ B Tymane, yepes
KOTOPBII HEBO3MOKHO ObUIO MpoouThCsi. Kto 3Ta )enmuna? [louemy Hudero He ckasana?

HayTpo s npocHynace pa3ouToil 1 HeecTecTBeHHO OniejHOi. Korna ke nosBuTCs pyMmsiHell Ha
mekax? [laxe B 3epkajio Ha ce0st He XxoTesnock cMoTperbesi. M Bonockl Oynro notemuenu. Hopa cka-
3aJ1a, 4To € yTPaToil UICTUHHOTO Takoe ObiBaeT. CeroaHs s yBsa3anack 3a Hopoii, B jome ojHOI coBceM
TOCKa, a B JIABKE, MOXKET, KaKas-HUOY/Ib HEC/I0kHasA pa0oTa OTHIILETCS, K TOMY XK€ XOTeJIOCh [IOCMOT-
PEThb Ha TO, KaK JIaBKa BbINNIAIUT ceruac. Hopa He crana crioputh, XOTs HacTauBaJla BCE K€ OCTaThCs
aoma.

JlaBka JeficTBUTENBHO NpeoOpasuiack, Aa enié Kak! Jlaxke crana em€ sydine, He 3HaK0, YTO
Hopa cnenana, HO cTaio HAMHOTO YIOTHEE U TeTUlee, a ellE MOSIBUJICS HeOOJIBIIION CTOIMK BO3/IE OKHA
c OeJoi CKaTepThIO U TUIOIIKA C KOMHATHBIM PAaCTeHHEM. 3a HUM MOKYIATeJsIM MOXHO BECTH Oece/Ibl
U JaXe IIUTH Yau.

— 910 Bce [epek, — npusHanack Hopa, — OH IIPUBE3 3TOT CTOJIMK U CTYJIBA.

Sl mpucena Ha KpyIblid cTy.1 ¢ yroOHo# cniHkoi. [Tpocto yyaecno. U camoe riaBHoe, HU ciiefia
paspyuieHnii. Pabota 1151 MeHs Haluiach, Hy’KHO ObUIO TIepeOpaTh HEKOTOPBIE CEMEHA U Pa3JIOKUTh
10 MELIOYKaM, coOpaTh B ITyYKH JieueOHbIE TPaBbl, YEM 51 OXOTHO U 3aHSJIACh. YEIMHUBIINCDH B YIIIy
3a IITOPKOM 1MOJ HEOOJBIINM OKOIIKOM, S IPUHSIIACH 32 padoTy, CIIBIIIA, KaK 3aXOAAT U BBIXOIAT
JIO[IY, TTIOKYIIATeJH 1IUIM, KTO 32 Ma3sMH, KTO 32 TPaBaMM, KTO 32 HACTOSIMHU.

17



B. BoratoBa. «( He)moOumas HeBecTa qpakona. [IpaBo Ha ICTUHHYIO»

B ouepenHoO# pa3 TpeHbKaeT KOJIOKOJIBYMK Ha BEPH, sl TaK YBJIEKJIACh, YTO HE IVISIHYJNA, KTO
3aIlel.

— Jepek! — pagoctHo nonpuseTcTBoBasia Hopa, BCcTpeyasi rocTsi ¢ y/uIlbl.

— J1oOpblit AeHb. S BOT BaM emié Koe-4To MpUHEC. . .

— O, 310 *e... cnacu6o, Jlepek, CKOIbKO 51 I0/KHA?

Sl momHsIack CO CBOEro MecTa, JIOOOBITHO BBIIJISIBIBAS M3-32 IITOPKH, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETH,
4yTO Tak yauswio Hopy.

— Huckorb. .. — MyKuKMHa 3aIHYJICS, KOTja YBHUIE! MeHsl. — HUCKOJIBKO.

Sl BBIIIIA — TIpATAaTBCA yKe He ObLIo cMbicia — U npudmsuiack kK Hope. Ha crone crosin
COBEpIIEHHO HOBBIN KACCOBBIM amNmapar C JePeBSIHHBIM KOPITYCOM, METAJIMYECKMMHU KHOIKAMH U
JePEeBSHHBIMHU SIIIUKAMU TS MOHET M HOMUHAJIOB. Takue MOXHO HATH TOJIKO B LICHTPE CTOJMUIIbI!

— 4 mogyman, yro Bam OyaeT yIoOHO MOJIb30BAThCS STHM.

— D10 Oyner o4yeHsb yIoOHO, — coracuiack Hopa.

Sl mpoBea Mo KHOMOYKaM, y30paM Ha OOKOBBIX CTEHKaX, MOJb30BAThCSI KM — OJIHO YJOBOJIb-
CTBHE.

— D, — oOpatuiics Ko MHe Jlepek.

— Jla? — nogHsia 5 roIoBy, OTOPBAaB B3MJIsA] OT arrapara.

— Mory s npuriacuth Bac Ha iporyiky? Ha ynuriie yynecnast armocdepa.

Sl HeMHOTrO Ja)e onensia OT TAKOro MpeaJIoKeHus, eperisiHyiack ¢ Hopoit, oHa ymiib jac-
KOBO YJIBIOHYJTaCh.

— TlpaBpa, Duum, Tebe HykKeH CBEKUIM BO3/AYX, Tl BCE YTPO Mpocuiesa 3a padoTou, ouau
pasBetics ¢ [lepekom.

Sl TMXOHBKO B3I0XHYJIa, [IOHUMAs, YTO OTKA3aThCsl OYJIET COBCEM HE BEKJIUBO.

— Xoporiio, — Opocaio B3rJIsA]] Ha My)KYHHY, — Ceiuac TOIbKO COOepPYCh.
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MBb! BbIIILIH HA ynuily. MHe ObUT0O HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO PsiIoM ¢ JlepeKoM, HO IOHOIINY, KaxkeTcs,
HUYTO HE CTECHSIO. B TOM uunciie u OTKpbITHE MopTaia npsamMo Ha yauue. Hy koHeuHo, oH Mar BO3-
IyXa, a 3HAYUT, UMEET 3aKOHHOE MpaBo. Mbl BBIIILUIM Ha JIIOJHBIA TPOYJIOK, 5 3a03UPaach 0 CTOPO-
HaM, MbITAsACh yraJaTh, A€ Mbl.

— IIunapckas momane, — NoacKasal TyT ke [lepek, U s TpeBOKHO CKajach.

— 3ayeM xke Tak Jajeko? — eciu jjoouparbest 10 qoMa Hophl Ha SKkMIIaxke, TO MOHAT0OUTCS
TIOJITHS.

— 4l momymain, 9to HY)XHO CMEHUTHh OOCTAaHOBKY.

Otuacty 51 ObJIa C HUM COIJIACHA, B IIEHTPE CTOJIMIIBI TIOCTICHUI pa3 st ObLIa e1lié OCeHbI0, Koraa
HYXHO OBUIO KYITUTb IIEHHBIX JICKAPCTBEHHBIX CAKCHIICB.

— A 51 Besib u3 JleMopHa, BepHO? — NOMHTEpecoBasicsi OH. — YTo Tedst pUBEo B CTONHUILY ?

On Oyaro HeB3Hayail mepelén Ha HedopmanbHOe obOuieHre. C OfHOM CTOPOHBI, TaK OBLIO
HAMHOTO TPOIlie, HO C IPYTOM, 3TO SIBHbIN MPU3HAK CUMIIATUH, K KOTOPOMY s ObUla He rotoBa. [a u
TaKye JIMYHbIE BOIPOCHI 51 OCTEPEralach YCIIbIIIATh. Sl eI1€ HUYero He ycrena npuayMarb U OTBETHJIa
OaHaJIbHOE, YTO MPHIILIO B TOJIOBY:

— Kaxnas aeByiika cTpeMHUTCS MONACTh B CTONHLLY.

— BepHo, — ycMmexHyscst oH. — 3Hai Obl 51, 4TO Takas Jiemy npuoyaer B Bpokoct, s1 Obl
BEPHYJICS paHblIIe.

Sl cMyIIEHHO ONYCTUJIA B3I/ M HAITPABWJIACh BJIOJIb JIIOJAHOM YJIUILIbI, TOHUMAs], YTO MOH Olla-
CeHus He HampacHbl. 1 oTBiIeYeHHO Opocuiia B3IV B CTOPOHY BBICOKOM YaCOBHH, CBEpKaloIIen
JILAOM B COJIHEUHOM CBETE.

Ha ynuiie BOCXUTUTENBHO — COJIHIE Y ITYIIUCTBIN CHET, KOTOPBIA UTPUBO XPYCTEI IOl HOraMu
Y KOTOPOT'0 HACBINIAJIO CTOJIBKO 32 9TH JIHU, YTO JBOPHUKM HE yCIEBAJIM pacuuinarh goporu. K tomy
e Kpyrom M Jlaxke B BO3[yXe Ilapuiia pa3gHuyHas atMocdepa. 3a 3T AHU MeHsl OyATO OTOPBAJIo
OT ’KM3HH, KOTOpas Kureja B bpokocre, HECMOTpsI HA MOU CTPaJaHusl.

— Ceronns ®oHceliH, neHb MpoOy)aeHNs (hOHCelsl, — HAIIOMHWI IeIri psgoM [epek.

Hy koHeuHo, a 51 1 3a0bl1a — ropsiurii Kpucrasul, eme ero HasbiBaoT “Cepaue [IpequyscTBuii”,
YTO OOBIBAIOT U3 ITTYOOKUX HENp rop.

— T'oBopAT, 4TO ecim MPOOYAUTH €ro, TO UCTIOTHUTCS CaMOe COKPOBEHHOE JKeJIaHHe.

— 4 HM pa3y He BUAeNa ero, — NPU3HAJIACH YECTHO.

Jlepek XUTpO COLLYPUIICS, IBHO UTO-TO 3aMBbILLLISAS.

— Tlonpém, — BOPYT NOMaHWII OH.

Mpl ol 0 TUIONIAAH, e ObLIO HACTOsIIEee Becelbe, IeTU UIPAId B CHEKKH, KAaTaIUCh
C BBICOYEHHBIX TOPOK, MIOBCIOJY BECENasi My3blKa, pa3BelIaHHbIE TUPJISH/bI, CUACTIIMBBIE TOPOKaHE,
BITIOOJIEHHBIE TTAPOYKH, TIOBO3KH, SKUTIAXU, BCAJHUKH. Sl 3a7epikaia B3I/ Ha TIECTPOH, C SPKUMHU
JICHTOUKAMHU KapyCeJlv B CBEPKAIOLLEN KPYTOBEPTU CHEKMHOK, CYACTIIMBbIN CMEX JIEBYIIEK JOKATHIICS
10 CJTyXa, 3aCTaBJIsAsl YAbIOAThCS.

[IpuBnexsa BHUMaHWe OJIHa KpacuBasi lapa — pO30BOLIEKasA JEBYIIKA U IOHOLIA C paclaxHy-
TBHIM KaM30JI0M, B OOBSTHS KOTOPOTO OH IIprXal JiioOuMyto. HeBoJbHO cepilie 3a0110ch CUiTbHEe, a
niepeq r1a3amu s yBujesa Paccena, ero 3aTyMaHeHHBIN BIIIOOJIEHHOCTBIO B3MJISI U JKapKOE JIbIXaHUE,
KOTOPBIM OH T'peJl MOU 03s101Iie Majbipl. S OyATO mepeHeciach Ha3aa B TOT MUT, KOTJa Mbl ObLIH
BMECTE U, KaKeTCsl, ObUIA CUACTIIMBEL.

1 3akycuia 60JIbHO T'yOBI OT CJIMIIIKOM OCTPBIX YyBCTB. Tak uTo ke ciayuminock? [Touemy oH Tak
nu3MeHuicA? “S HeHaBrKy TeOs, ...~ 3a yro? Yo 5 cziesaia Takoro CTPAIIHOIO, YTO OH CITYCTS
Jake mapy JieT He MOT IPOCTUTh, 3a0bITh U TaK kecToko noctynui? He notepnen naxe metky? OH
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Jaxe He TIOBEPUJI, YTO OHA HacTosiImas. Bee Mou 4yBCcTBa BAPYT BCTPENIEHY/UCH, OKUIIM, OYATO 51 Ha
MUT TTPOCHYJIaCh U YBUEJA CYTh Bellleld. BCIbllika ICHOCTH B OKeaHe 3a0bIThsl.

“Ila 9uto ¢ To60M, Duum?!” — pazosnmiack OyATO Apyrasi 4acTh MEHs.

— YT0-TO HE TaK, DNuIu? — BBIACPHYJI U3 pa3MblliieHui [lepek.

Sl BCcTpsixHyJa TONOBOM, BRIOpAChIBask POUb 3TH OOJIE3HEHHBIE BOCIOMUHaHU. M Bce BepHY-
JIOCh Ha MECTO, KaK U IeMsIIas ImycTota B rpyau, OyATO OT YTpaThl BAKHOM YaCTHUIIBL.

— Bce B nopsizike, — mpolnentania, BblbIXasi FTOpsSYMil map.

— Moxer, nokaraemcsi? — NpeaoKuI BIPYT OH.

— Kak-#uOyap B crienyionmi pas, — BEKJIMBO OTKa3aiach s1. — BoIock, rooBa CHIIBHO 3aKpy-
KUTCH.

Jlepek NoHMUMAIOIIEe KUBHYIL.

— Torna uném, Ham Tyza, — OH B35U1 MEHs 32 PyKY — HaBEPHOE, CJIy4YaitHO, TOJIbKO MHE TaKOW
JKECT He MOKa3aJCsl TPOCTHIM.
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[Tpoiist O CKOMB3KOMY Jibly, OOOILIH KYUKYIOIIUXCSI TOPOXKAaH y HABECOB, Ie CTOSTU MYXK-
YUHBI B JIOPOTMX KaMm30JaX M CTpaka CO CBEPKAIOIIMMU HAIIMBKAMU HUMIIEPATOPCKON KOPOHBI.
Koneuno, umneparop Bcerja Ha IMpa3fAHUKU BBICTaBIIsLT OOraTble YrolieHusi U Japbl ISl CBOETO
Hapo[1a, U MHE U3BECTHO, KAKKE 3TO JJAKOMCTBA, HO CeryYac 51 CMOTPIO HA HUX COBCEM MHBIMHU I71a3aMH,
3Hasl, YTO KOrJa-To s ObljIa Tak OMM3Ka K KOPOHE, MPOTyIUBasiCh C MPUHIIEM, U 3TU JIparoleHHbIe,
Kak OyCHHBI KeMuyra, BOCHOMUHAHUS TPETM U OJHOBPEMEHHO BbI3bIBAJIM HECTEPIIUMYIO TOCKY IO
yTpaueHHOMY. M TOJTBKO TYT sl BAPYT OCO3HAJIa, YTO HE HAa CBOEM MecTe. UTo OKHA ObITh HE 31eCh.
Ho roe torga? I'me moé mecto?

Her, Henb3s, naxe He cMel, DUUIH, TPOIUIOTO yXkKe HeT.

Jlepek MpUBEI MEHS B KAKOE-TO 3aralouHOE MECTO, CTPAHHO, s 3HaJA 3/1€Ch BCE B OKpPYre, HO
3TY JIABKY CPEJU IBYX KPACUBBIX IBYX3TaKHBIX JJOMUKOB HE 3aMevalia. BHyTpU Mpo3BeHe 1 KOJIOKOIb-
YKK, ¥ Mbl OKa3aJICh B Mara3vHYKMKe C YyIECHBIMH TOJIEIKAMHU, CAMBIMH Pa3HBIMH, OT OYMasKHBIX
3MEEB 10 KPACOUHBIX CTAaTYy3TOK.

— JloOpwlii JeHb, — BBIIIET HAC BCTPeYaTh HEOOBYAHO HU3KOTO POCTa MYKUMHA, HA HEM
ObL1a Takas ke JyJHas OfeXk/a, KaK BCe ITU BEIM Ha MOJIKAX: KPACHBIM KaM30J1 U OeJible OPIOKH.

— O, Jlepex, Tl BEpHYJICSI! — y3HaJ B IOHOLIE, BUIMMO, CBOETO 3HAKOMOTO.

— Jla, TOMBKO HEIaBHO.

— Tonpko HepaBHO, a yKe B KOMIIAHUM TaKOW MUWJIOW JIeJu, — 3aMETHUJT IIPOJABEL.

JII060NBITHBIN B3I 3a[epKajics Ha MHE, s HeBOJIBHO CKajla BOPOTHHK MEXOBOTO KaKeTa,
BO3MOXXHO, OT MOPO3a MOH IIEKH CTAJT HEMHOTO KPACHBIMH, TTOSTOMY MOU BUJI He ObLIT TAKUM 00J1e3-
HEHHBIM, OTTOTO § TTOKa3ajach MHUJIOMN.

— DnbHc, BbiHecH 1715 Duu Cepaue [IpenquyscTBui.

S okpyrimna rmasa. Bot tak npocto?!

— 1711 BaC HUYETO HE KAJIKO, — KMBHYJI TOCIIOAUH DJIbHC U CKPBLICS 32 PACIIAXHYTOU JIBEPBIO.

— OTKyza y Hero oH? — MOMHTEepPEeCoBAJIaCh .

— DJIBHC BEJIMPTOHEL, B €0 POAY TOProBLBL. Y HETO MHOIO MHTEPECHBIX BEIIEH.

1M ObLIO BCE CKa3aHO, 3HAYUT — MPOJABEI] MaruH.

DJbHC BepHYJICSI OBICTPO, BEIEHPTOHEL OTJIMYAJICS MAJIEHbKUM POCTOM, U MHE OH €/[Ba JI0XO-
W 10 TIONOOPOJIKA, HO BMECTE C TeM YIUBJIST 3aBUJHOW OBICTPOTOM. B pykax y Hero 4ro-to 60Jib-
1110€, KOHYCHOM TONYKPYIJIoN (hOpMBI, HAKPBITOE OapXaTHOM 30JIOTHCTOM TKaHbI0. S1 ¢ MHTEpecoM
HaOmoaa, Kak MpoiaBel] MOCTaBUII €ro Ha CTOJI, BBIIIEN U3-3a MPUJIaBKa, 3aKPbLUT BXOIHYIO ABEPh U
3aHaBeCWJ LITOPBI, CO3aBasi MOTyMpak. BepHyscs oOpaTHO M cOpBall ¢ KYIoJa TKaHb.

S1 mpruoTKpbLIa ryOBI ¥ BO BCE IV1a3a YCTaBUIIACh Ha ITPO3PAYHBIH, BHITSHYTON (POPMBI KPUCTAIL,
CBEPKAIOIIHIA TPaHsAMU O] XPYIKUM CTEKJIOM KyMoJia, KOTOPbIA DJIbHC OBICTPO CHSL.

— Bo3MokHO, Bam yaactcst poOyauTh KaMeHb, JIS, — C a3apTOM CBEPKHYJIU €ro riia3a. —
3a nocnegHue AECATD JIET HUKOMY 3TO He Y1aBajiochk. KTO TOJIBKO K HEMY He MpUKacaics, Aaxke Maru
Y IPAKOHMIIBI.

— CoMHeBaloch, 4TO Y MEHsI €CTh LIaHC, — MPOOOPMOTaa 1, HEMHOTO CMYTUBIIKCE.

— VBepeH, y TeOs1 omyuuTcsi, — odoapsiolne YabioHyIIcs Jlepek.

— IIpuroroBsre cBOE xkemanue. [Tpomry, — npurnacui ibHC.

41 BTsiHyNa moGOMbIIE B IPYIb BO3/IyXa, CxKajla U pa3kaiia Majblbl U MPOTSIHYJIA PYKY.

“4 3Hat0, yero s1 xouy — J1aBKy 1151 Hopel Ha 3TO# muomaan”, — Ha BCAKUU ClTydall cKasaja
s1 cebe: a BAPYT KaMeHb JieiicTBUTeNbHO mpoOyautcsa? Ho KTo s Takasi, 4ToObI OTy4UTh OTBET, €CIU
JaXe Ha 30B JPAKOHUI] OH HE OTBeYaJl.

S monoxwiia 1agoHb HA MPOXJIAJAHBIA KPUCTAILT U 3aMepia.
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— Hy Bor, 5 %e roBopuiia, — B3/I0XHYyJIa UPOHUYHO $1, HO BCE K€ I1e-TO B IPyAU MEJIbKHYJIA
aocaja.

W tonbko s xXoTena yOpaTh pyKy, Kak KaMeHb TOJ JIaJOHbI0 3aBUOPUPOBAJ, Harpescs Tak
OBICTPO, UTO 51 IaXe He yCIiesia cpearupoBaTh. SIpKasi TArydast BCIIBIIIKA CBETa POJIUIIACh U3 KaMHS,
OCJIeIUISisl, 3al0JIHSAS BCIO JIABKY 30JIOTHIM CHUSIHUEM, 3QJIMB BCE BOKPYT KUIKUM 30JI0TOM.

— Ckopee! 3aragpiaiite xkenaHue! — BCKPUKHYJT DJIbHC.

— Hagait, Duum! — nopaepxan epek.

S mpUKpbITa BEKH, YyBCTBYs, KaK KAMEHb IMOYTH CTAHOBUTCS PACKAJICHHBIM.

“Xenanue, xejlaHue, — MOMbITAIACh COCPEAOTOUUTHCA 1, KOTJA MaJIbLIbl yKe KIJIO. — XOuy. ..
y3HaTh, KTO MeHs nipuHéc k Hope...”

“O Het!” — axHyJa 5, HO TAJBIBI 000XKIJIO TaK, YTO MPUIILIOCh OTHATH PYKY, a BCE 30J10TO
OyIITO BTSIHYJIOCH OOPATHO B KPHCTAJLI U TIOTacyI0, OCTABJIsIs KAMEHb MTPO3PAYHO-XOTOIHBIM.

B naBke Bouapuiach THIIMHA.

— VauBuTENHHO, BBl IPOOYIMIN €r0! — TMepBbIM OKUBUIICS DIIbHC, HAKPHIBAS CTEKJISTHHBIM
KYIIOJIOM KPUCTAJLT M HAKU/IBIBAsI TKAHb. — 3HAYUT, BbI JIOCTOMHBI, YTOOBI Ballle JKeJJAHUE UCTIOTHU-
JIOCb.

Sl yx He 3Hal0, 3arajana COBCEM He TO, 4ero xorena. JlocaaanBo momxkaia ryosl 1 00XBaTHIa
CBOM MAJIbIIBI, YHUMAast OOJb.
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— Oboxriace? — B3sJ1 MOIO pyKy [lepexk.

— HemHoro, — npusHaiach 51, HO pyKy Bce e BHICBOOOIHIIA.

— VYcnena 3aragaTh xenanue?

51 B3noxHyna. Ycrena, HO COBCEM He TO, UTO HEOOXOIMMO, TOJIBKO 00 9TOM He CKa3ajia BCIyX,
MPOCTO KUBHYJIA.

— Xopoto. A 3T0 4TO TaM? — BIPYT BBHITATUBAET 1IE0 [lepek, CMOTps Ha OKHO, IITOPBI KOTO-
POro DJbHC yCIien OTKPHITh.

Ha ynurie v B camoM jielie oAHsIIach CyeTa, MeJIbKaJI JIIJIU, KOTOpbIe Oy/TO Ky/Ia-TO CITSIIUIIH.

— NMniepaTopckuii KOpTek, — MOSICHUI C BECENON YJIBIOKON DIIbHC, M MOE cepiie B3BOJIHO-
BaHHO 3a0MJIOChH B TPY/IH.

Nmneparopckuii KopTex?

— Toiiaém nocmoTpuM, — nomaHmi 3a codort Jlepek, npexe yem s CMOrJia OlIOMHUTBCS.

Mpl BBIILIM HA YAUIY W NONAIA IPSIMO B JIIOACKOM MOTOK — BCEM XOTEJIOCh TOCMOTPETh Ha
camMoro MMIIEpATopa, s CJblIIaJIa PaJOCTHBIE BO3IVIACHI, CMEX U MPUBETCTBEHHBbIE KPUKU. UYTO HU
roBopu, HO umneparopa Becnapa ®anBapa moOuin U yBaxaaud, U €CTh 3a UTO: BOT yXke MOJIBEKa
B umnepuu naput mup. CBOUM JApakoHbUM KpbUIOM Becnap orpaaui Hapoa OT BHEIIHMX Yrpo3. A
OHU OBbUTH, BEb TO W JIEJIO MPUXOAWIM BECTOUYKHM M3 JAIEKUX CTPaH, YTO BEAETCS OKECTOUEHHAs
60opbOa Mexay podaMu. ByHT MOJHUMAIOT U3-3a Maruy, KOTOPasi BHIPOXK/1ATach MO KAKMM-TO CTPaH-
HBIM [TPUYMHAM, HO BCEX MOAPOOHOCTEN 51 He 3HaJIa, KMBSI CKPOMHOM *U3HBIO. [la ¥ 3a4eM 3TO mpo-
croi neByuike?, Pa3Be s Moryia Kak-To Ha 3T0 noBiusATh? Her.

“Ho ceityac, D1y, B Tede NosgBUiIach Marus’, — HAIIOMHUJIA ceOe.

MBbI npOTUCHYIUCH BIIEPEN, S BHITSHYIACh, BCTAB HA HOCOUKH, YTOOBI XOTh YTO-TO Pa3IJIsIIETh
13-3a IHAPOKUX IJIeY IoHoIIen. Jlepek JJOBKO MPOBEN MEHS BIEPEN.

Koprexx u BOpsiMb COCTOST @ M3 LIEJNBIX TPEX KAPET C BEPEHULIEH BHYIIUTEIbHONM KOHHON
crpaxu. KapeTbl — MaccuBHBIE, OOraTble — OCJIEIUISUIA CBOW KPAacOTOM M TI030JI0TOW. VI3 TOMIbI
TOpPOXaH MOJIETEIN )KUBbIE IIBETHI, KOTOPHIE MaJaIi Ha OSJIBII CHeT, a MOE CepIIie MPOIOJIKAIIO OUThCS
TSKENIO, s HANPSKEHHO BIVISAABIBATACH B OKHA Kaperbl. OMH W3 JIaKeeB CJIe3 C 3a[HEW CTYIEHH,
OTKPBLI JIBEPILY, ¥ HAPYKY BBIILIE MYKUYAHA B BBICOKMX Carlorax 1 CMHEM Kam30Je.

Kaxercs, mup nomarHyJcs, Korja s y3Hajia ezo.

3HAKOMYIO BBIIPABKY, UJIcJIbHO-YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI C OEJION MPOCEIbI0 Y BHUCKA, OJIArOPOIHYIO
cratb. [IpuHIL Bbilesn, 4TOObI MOMPUBETCTBOBATH CBOM HAPO[, @ MOE CEp/LIE 3aCThIJIO KYCKOM JIbjIa B
IpyIu U, KaxeTcs, nepectano Outhesi. OH Bhilles He ouH, Paccen nogan pyky B Oenoii nepyatke, u
Ha ero JIaJIOHb JIeIVIa U3sIIHAs pydKa C TOHKUM 3aIlsICTheM B ILIEJIKOBOM OeskeBoil mepuarke. Mosonas
JEBYIIIKA, YK HUKaK He uMIiepaTpuia. V3 kapeTsl BBITUIbUIA TOPABIM JieOeieM B KPACHOM PacIIiTOM
Kam30Jie, OTOPOUCHHOM OeJIbIM MEXOM, OpIOHETKA IMPOCTO BOCXMTUTENILHOW KpacoThl. Benokoxast, ¢
YEPHBIMU MTYITHCTHIMU PECHUIIAMY U aJIBIMUA TYOKaMU OAaHTHUKOM.

Kro ona? U nouemy psgom c npunHieM? S cHoBa rmisiHy/1a Ha Paccena, ero 1Mo — KameHHast
Macka.

Tonmna 3airymena Becesiee, KTO-TO J1aXke 3aCBUCTE].

— Mawma, 310 Oyayas ummneparpuia? — AEPHYJA 32 PyKaB CTOSIBILYIO PSAAOM CO MHOM keH-
LIMHY MaJIbIIIKA.

— BosMmoxkHOo, MuIasi, BeIpacTellib, OyAelb TaKOH ke KPaCHBOM.

— W Boiiiny 3amyxk 3a npuHUa’?

— Bc€ BO3MOXKHO, MOAL JparolieHHOCTb.

MHe BJIIpyT clieNajioch IypHO, s BepHYJIa B3I Ha Paccena, oH Oosbiiie He iepkal OPIOHETKY
3a PyKy, HO JIUIO TOW ObLJIO TAaKUM CYACTJIMBBIM U JIOBOJIbHBIM, YTO CJIENWIO Oosbllie cHera. [ ne-
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TO BHYTPH KOJIET OCTPOW UIJIOW — peBHOCTh. OHM CMOTpEJMCh BMECTe, KeM Obl OHA HU ObLIa, HO B
KaXJJOM JKECTe YMTAJIOCh, YTO OHA OJaropoIHBIX KPOBEW, U 3Ta CACpKaHHAs BEXJIMBAs yIbIOKa, U
CITOKOWHBIN B3IJISA/] HA MAJAlolye K ee HoraM po3bl. Kakercs, 4To oHa JIOCTOMHA 3TOro BCEOOIIEero
BHUMaHus. Emg 61! Beap oHa psiioM ¢ pUHIIEM.

B3risin X0nmoaHBIX CHHUX TJ1a3 OTHICKAT B TOJIE MeHsl. KoieHn monorHymch, a mo Teiy mpo-
U1ach IpOKb.Sl CTUCHYJA MAJblbl, CkUMas pykaB [lepeka. Bc€ BOKpyr ucuesno, KpoMe ero BbICO-
YecTBa, U JIaXe celvac HU OAMH MYCKYJ Ha €ro JIMIE He JPOTHYJ, pa3Be TOJBKO HANpSIach mies,
a B3N] XUIIHO cy3wics. [TpuHIl nepeBEn B3MIAL HA pAIoOM crosiero Jlepeka, 1 MHE HE MOIJIO
MOKa3aThCsl, KaK JIPAKOH Harpsrcs, OyITo coOMpascsi MIOKMHYTh CBOE MECTO, UyTh JBHUHYBIIKCH B
MOIO CTOPOHY, HO B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT NepeayMai. [laxke u3nanu s Bujiena, Kak CHHME I1a3a JpakoHa
TIOJIBIXHYJIM, & B CJACAYIOIIUI MUT OH MPUTSHYJ CBOIO CITyTHHILY 32 TaJHIo ONke K ceOe, BbI3BaB
OYepEeHYIO BCIBIIIKY BOJTHEHHUS Y TOJIIIBL.

3emuist o Horamu OyJTO MPHIIUIA B IBMKEHHUE, B TPYM OCTPO 3aHbLIA eIIE He 3a)KMBINAs paHa.
Ho s BBICTOIO, ITyCTh HE lyMaeT, YTO MEHS 3TO 3a/IeHET.

— D, ¢ Todoi BCE B MOpsiiKe? — UHTEpecyeTcst TPeBOKHO Jlepexk.

Hakowner onu Bo3BpaInaioTcsi B KapeTy, Paccern Gosbliiie He IIsIHYJ B MO0 cTopoHy. Heckombko
CEeKYyH]I CTOIO, HE IBUTAIOCh M APOXKY, HAOMOAasl, KaK KapeThl CKOJIb3SAT MO CHETY, MOKUAsH IIOMIA/Tb.
KT0-TO M3 ropoxaHn momeén Bciea, mpoBokas, IeT Oexanu BHepeau BceX. BHyTpU MeHs 4To-TO
0OpBIBaeTCs, KaKasi-TO MOC/EIHsISI HATOUYKA HA/IEXKIbl, KOTOPYIO s ceOe MO3BOIMIIA.

Brixonut, noka s cTpajiana, OH He Tepsil 3psi BpeMeHH U Hamen cede. .. HeBecTy?

Sl pe3ko pa3BopayMBalOCh M WAy MPOUb, TPOOMBASICh Uepe3 TOJITY, HE B HUYETO BOKPYT.
['maza 3aTymMaHWIM cje3bl, HO $ 3arpeTuiia ceOe MiakaTh.

— B! — e ycneBas 3a MHOM [lepek, HO sl He OCTaHOBUJIACK.

XOTeNnoch UCUE3HYTh, MPOBAIUTHCS CKBO3b 3€MITI0, YMEPETh, JIUIIb Obl HE UyBCTBOBATS. ..

CHeXWHKY BIUBAJIMCh B KOXKY ¥ OOJTBHO KOJIONH, XOJIOMHBIN BO3AYX OIMyCKAJICS B JIETKUE TsIKe-
CTBIO.

— DU, Ky/a Thl TaK CIIEIIUIIb ?

41 m cama He 3Hal0, HO JIUIIb ObI MOJAJIBIIIE.

— Yro ciyunnock? — HakoHel[ 00roHsieT MeHsi Jlepek u 0OXBaThIBaeT 3a TUICUH.

— Tomnenyii MeHsl, — CPHIBAIOTCS C MOMX I'yO HEOCTOPOXKHBIE CIIOBA.

— Yt0? — onemmm Jlepexk.

— Iomnenyii MeHsl, — MOBTOPSIIO 51 K1 0OXBATHIBAIO PYKAMH €ro0 IIIE0.

Jlepex BBIIbIXAeT U CKJIOHSIETCS HUXKE, eIlE, sl IyBCTBYIO €ro TEMJIoe AbIXaHue, KOTOpoe corpe-
BaeT IyObl, ¥ KOTJa OH e[[Ba KacaeTcsi MOMX I'y0, BCE BHYTPU MPOTECTYET

— Her! — ornpsinyna 5.

Jlepex, onemnms, 3aCThUI, CMOTPSI HA MEHsI HeIOHUMAIOIIMM, HO HEMHOTO 3aTyMaHEeHHbBIM B3IJIs1-
JOM.

— IIpoctr, MHE HYKHO JOMOI, — Opocuia s, pa3BepHY/IaCh U MPOIOKUIIA TYTb.

Hwuuero He Boiiizet y Te0st, duuti. Mopraio, cMaxuBasi C peCHMII 3aCTHIBIIUE Clie3bl. “Tobl Oydeutb
00120 0 HEM eué 6CNOMUHAMY, U NAAKAMb Oyodeulb, U He cnams”, — BCTIOMHUJIA cioBa Hopbl.

BoH3alo HOrTH B J1a/I0HU, CKUMasi KYJIaKH.

— Her, Hopa, ne 6yny. Y nocrapaioch, 4ToOBI 3TO OBUIO TaK.
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Paccen @anesap

Sl morpysxaroch B ropsiayio BOIY C TOJIOBOM, 3ByKH Ha KOPOTKUA MHT TPOIAJIAIOT, Yepe3 MATh
MUHYT BHIHBIPUBAIO, BHITIECKUBAS U3 BaHHBI BOY Ha KadesbHbIi 1oJ1. [TpoBOXY MO JIHITY JIaIOHBIO,
CMaxuBasi OCTaTKU BOJIbI, OTKHM/BIBAI0 MOKpbIE YEpHBIe Npsay Hazal. OOJIOKaYMBaOCh HA CIIMHKY
BaHHBI, IPUKPBIBAIO BEKH.

KpoBb B BeHax mynbcupyet. [1o Tey pasnuBaeTcs KeJaHHbIA Kap, PUHOCS pacciabieHue.
[opsiuas Bozia Bceria pacciadiisiyia TeJIO ¥ MBIIIIIBI, YCIIOKauBasi JIPaKOHa.

[porynka mpomuia MPOCTO OTBPATUTENILHO, MAJIO TOTO 4TO s moanaics yropopam Heddun
MPOEXarh MO TUIOIIA/IN, TaK elE U BCTPETUIT €&.

[penatenbHUIYY | U3MEHHHUITLY.

Heddun ocranack T0BOJbHA, a T — HeT. bosee Toro, ApakoH pa3OyiieBajcs TaK, YTO eBa
B3sUI HAJl HUIM KOHTPOJIb, 33IyIIIUB BCE MHCTUHKTHL. TaKOW TPIOK YpeBat [UIsl MEHsI HEPUSATHBIMU
nocJieNCTBUAMU. BripodyeM, Bce MOCie/ICTBUS ellg BIiepe/i, U 51 TIOMHIO 00 3TOM.

Bcé€ Terno momuio, v 3HOOMIIO Kak TPy POCTYE 10 cHX rop. M 3ta mpokJisATas MeTKa, KOTOpYIo
BBIKET C MSICOM, OOJIE3HEHHO HbLIA.

Heckosbko MUHYT MPOCTO JIEKY He JIBUTASCh, CTAPAsCh eIE OOJIbIIIe paccaaOUuThCsI, BCITYIIIN-
BasiCh CBOMM JJPAKOHBUM YYTKUM CITyXOM, KaK MSTKO Ma/IaeT CHET 32 OKHOM.

JlpIIly pOBHO, YCMUPSisi HECIIOKOMHOTO JApakoHa BHYTpU cedst. Ho mpoKJIATHI 00pa3 HUIEHKH
MIOCTOSTHHO OY/IOPQKMT €ro, OHa CTOMT Tepe]] IJ1a3aMu, CTOMT MHE OTIYCTHTh KOHTPOJIb, Kak 0oJe3-
HEHHOE TPOIIJIOE BBHICTPEIMBAET MPSIMO B 11eJ1b, 3aCTABJISAS CEPIIIE CKUMAThHCS.

S NIOMHIO OTYETIIMBO Ty HOYb HACTOJIBKO, OY/ITO 3TO MPOU3OIILIO He JIBa Tojia Ha3ajl, a BUepa.

Most Dt B IOCTENH IPyroro My KUMHBI, TaKasi HEBUHHASI M IOPOYHAS, TIAXHYIIAsl TAK CJIAJIKO
Y OMEP3UTENILHO OT OJIM30CTH APYTOro.

C HUM OHa U cOexaa.

Sl BBIUEpKHYII €€ U3 CBOMX MBbICIIel U cepania. U celiyac HeHaBuen ceOsl Tak ke, Kak U e€, mo3-
BOJISIsSI MBICIISIM O Hell CHOBa 3aBJiafieTh MHOUM. CHOBa {yMath O Heil, BCIOMHMHATH U TIIYIITUTh 1yBCTBA,
KOTOpbIE CJIOBHO $IJT BBKMTAJIM MEHSI, Pa3phIBATM Ha KYCKH.

— IpoksTeie HeOeca! — CXUMaeT Kpasi BaHHBI, BOH3as1 B MPaMOP TaJIbIIbL.

Bcerpeua c Heit — 3710 Hakazanue. M Kak Tak BHIILIO YTO OHA OKa3ajiach Moel uctiHHOU. Her,
9TO HE HaKa3aHWe, 3TO HACMEIIKa, )KECTOKast U HECTIPaBE/IJINBasl.

OcTpbie, KaK MM, BOCTIOMUHAHKS BOH3AI0TCS B IUIOTh. Te cUacT/IMBbie MOMEHTHI, KOT/Ia MbI
ObUIM BMecTe, TYJISUIM TI0 IBeTyleMy caiay. [leperierast cBou MaJiblibl C €€, 51 JIOBWI KaXaylo eé
YJIBIOKY W B3[JIsi/1, HATIOHSIIONIHMIA Cepiiie, YeM-TO OCOOEHHBIM, CJIaJKUM Iy PMaHSIIIUM, YTO TOJIOBY
CHOCHJIO, €€ B3IVIsI]I, KOTOPBIH 3ajiepikajics B MOEH MaMsITH HaBEUHO.

U ceiiyac oHa ¢ KeM-TO eIg, KTO AEPKUT e€ 3a PYKY, a OHa CMYIIEHHO OITYCKaeT B3IJIsI.
Kaxercsi, oHa He CUJIBHO CTpajiajia OT IOTEPU METKHU M OBICTPO HAIILIa YTEIIEHHE B IPYTOM.

51 HenaBuzen ceds1, 4TO BOOOINE 3aMETHJI €€ Cpeu APYyrux, OyATO HUKOrO OOJbIlie HA TUIO-
M He ObUIO, HEHAaBUJIEN 32 COOCTBEHHYIO 3JIOCTh M KEJIAHWE MPHOIM3UTLCS, CXBATUTh, YHECTH
KaKk MOXHO JlaJibllie ¥ npucBonTh cebe. HenaBuaen ceOst 3a HeoOy3/1aHHOE KeJlaHhe, KOTOpoe OHa
BBI3bIBAJIA OJJHUM JIMIITh CBOMM B3IUIsIoM. HeHaBHe CBOIO OJIEp)KUMOCTh €10, KOTopasi pacKajieH-
HBIM JKEJIE30M TEKJIA 10 BEHAM.

1 3HaJ1, 4TO BBIKMIasi METKY M pyIlla BCE camoe JIoporoe LI, TPUIUHSET el 00JIb, U XOTe
3TOrO, XOTEJI, YTOOBI €H OBIJIO OOJILHO, TOYHO TaK K€, KaK U MHE.

OHa 1o3BOJIslIa TaK JIETKO KOCHYThCS ceOsl 9TOMY TICy, a MHe 3arperniaia. Kak u 3anpernaa tTak
pasroBapvBaTh C Hel B TPOHHOM 3aJie, TIO3BOJIsAs ceOe TaKylo HeOPEeKHOCTh M XOJIOJAHOCTh KO MHE,
KOTOPYIO He MO3BOJISIET HU OfIHA IPAKOHUIIA, OY/ITO S HUYEro He 3Havy [UIsl He€, CMOTpelia Ha MEHsI
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TaK CTEKJISIHHO, OyATO OHA 3a0bUla O MUHYTaX, MPOBEAEHHBIX BMecTe. M TOIBKO MoJ KOHEell Ha3Baja
MeHsI 110 UMEHH.

Mo¢€ ums B e€ ycrax npo3Bydano, Kak coxanenue. CTpaHHoO. ..l 3alyMbIBaloCh HA MUT, BCIIO-
MUHAs BCE MOAPOOHOCTH.

— He Bepio. He Bepio H1 01HOMY TBOEMY B3IJIsIIY, HU OMHOMY TBOEMY CJIOBY, DIILIH.

K yepry! Ona He f1ocToiHa TOTrO, YTOOBI AyMaTh O HEW.

Orter pem UCBITATH MEHSI HAa TIPOYHOCTD, TPUIIIACUTH €€ BO ABOPEI], UTO Xk, TO IUIOXas
3ares. § He KeNle3HBIN, KaKk U MOW JIpakoH. BBITh ¢ TOM, KOoTOpas ormana ceds apyromy. Jlydrie
Pa3o0bIOCh O CKaJIbI, YeM TMO3BOJIO0 el MpuOIM3uThCA. Boma BCE ke HeMHOro pacciaduia, 3a0paB
YacTb HANPsDKEHMS], U CTajla, KAKeTCsl, ele ropsraee.

Ciyx yaOBHIJI 3BYK OTKPBIBAIOIIEHCS JBEPH U 3HAKOMBIE ITIard. B MOKOM MOIIIO BOMTH TOJBKO
HECKOJIbKO YeJIOBeK — MMIIepaTop, MaTyIlka u ciayra. U s He momeBenuics, 3Hasi, KTO celdac 3axo-
JWT B BAaHHYIO.

— Bairie BricOUeCTBO, MPOIILY MPOIEHHsI, €0 BEJIMUYECTBO MPHUIJIAIIaeT Bac K cede.

Y TOMIEHHO MPHUKphIBaio BeKU. OTel| BHIMOTA BCE HEPBBI, TEMEPh HE OCTABUT MEHSI TaK IPOCTO
B TIOKOE.
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Bcrag 13 BaHHBI, OJ1eJICS, HO TOJIBKO XOTeJI BBIMTH, KaK B I'OJIOBE PE3KO MOTEMHEJIO, a BHE3AITHAS
IIPOHM3BIBAIOIAS OOJIb B TPYAM OIVYILIMJIA, PA3IMBasCh [0 BCEMY 3aThUIKY PACKaJIEHHBIM CBUHIIOM.

VYenen yuenuTbes 3a Kpail cToiia, YToObl He pyXHYTh Ha I10J1.

— Bane BeicouecTBO! — nocnermn ['opaoH.

VTOHY: B 60JIE3HEHHBIX OIIYIIEHHUSIX, CEPALIE 3aCTy4YaI0 HAAPHIBHO M OBICTPO, TaK YTO BCE TEJIO
MIPOHSJIO APOXKBIO.

— Bainie BrIcOuecTBO, 51 IO30BY JieKapsl, — OTCTYNuI [ OpaoH, HO g 3aaepikall.

— Her, — cixan Kpail cTona ¢ CHIION, TOT €/1Ba He TPECHYII.

I'me-To BHYTpU MeJbKHY/A CKBEpHas MbIC/Ib. Sl 3HaJ O MOCIENCTBUSAX, HO TAKXKE 3HAJ, YTO
MMeEET MPaBO YHUUTOXKUTb METKY, €C/IM UICTUHHAS HE BEpHA MHE.

U ceitvac uro xe co mHOM? [Touemy? OHa xe n3MeHHUIA !

Co 3710CTBIO IBINTY Y€pe3 HOC, YEPHBIE TOUKH MEJIBKAIOT Mepe]] IVIa3aMu, U CHOBA YE€pHasi, Kak
CMOJIa, MeJIeHa 3aTMEBAEeT IOJIOBY.

“Het, — MOTHYJI rOJIOBOM, — 3TO YTO-TO Apyroe, mporaer . [Ipocto HeMHOro nepeHarnpsres.
SUUIM U3MEHNJIA MHE, 51 BUJEJI CBOMMH ITIa3aMHU.

INonHsABIIMICA U3 ITyOMHBI THEB IPUJIAJ CUJL.

— IlpoknsaTee! — BbIpyrajcs, 3a;KMypHUBIIKCh CHOBA OT KOJIOILEN OO B TPyAH.

— locriopuH. .. — cHoBa 3abecnokouscs ['opaoH.
— Bcé B nopsake. OctaBb MeHs.

— Ho...

— OcraBn!

— Cnymarochk, Balle BbICOYECTBO, — CMUPEHHO MOKJIOHUJICS MY)KUMHA U BBILLEN U3 ITOKOEB.

Bonb yTrxina MesieHHo, OlyIleHre, YTO CEPALIE CKaJla CTajlbHas PyKa rOpryJibi, He OKUJAJIO,
Y, Ka3aJloCh, €CIM ClIENaTh JBUKEHUE, TO €€ HOITH BOH3ATCS B IUIOTh U NIPEPBYT KU3Hb. [1oaTOMy
S He IBUTAJICS.

Mopiirych, OIHUMAIO TOJIOBY, CBET OOJIE3HEHHO CJICTIUT, BrpbI3aeTcs B ria3a. Mopras, s ¢ TOIl-
HOTBOPHBIM CTPaxoM IOCMOTPEJI B OKHO U, K CYACTBIO, pa3misAAes CIENsIIUe 3aCHEKEHHbIE KPBIIIN
U ITMKH Oallex.

U koraa 6o71b HEMHOTO yTUXaJa, JaBasi POBHO JIBIIIATh, OTTOJIKHYJICS OT CTOJIA, BBIIIE U3 KOM-
HaTHI.

B xopunope mycro. [Tprxumaioch K XOJOIHOHN CTeHe, OIIyIasi, Kak MyJIbCUpyeT O0JIb B TPYIH
1 c1aboCTh HAKaThIBAeT Ha BCE TeJO, Jefask MBIIIIbI BjabiMU. Ho OBUHYJICS Aajibliie, HECMOTPs Ha
BCE OIMACEHUs1 OUEPETHOrO MIPUCTYIIA.

[Ipoinsa Mo 3HAKOMBIM KOPUAOpPAM M JIECTHMLIAM, OKa3blBAIOCh B MMIIEPATOPCKOM YaCTH
ABOPIIA, HO PEIa0 BHIATH HAa OATIOCTPALY.

YnepeBmuch JaJOHSIMU O KAMEHHBIE [IEPUJIA, 3aChIITAHHbIE CHETOM, BIBIXAI0 CBEXKUU BO3IYyX.
Crpax Hauaa MeQJIEHHO OTCTYNAaTh, U CTAJIO 3HAYMTENBHO JIETYe, JHEBHON CBET YK€ HE MPUUMHSII
JUCKOM(POpTAa, a TEJIO MOCTENEHHO HATMBAJIOCh CUJIOW, JPAKOHUI OTOHb PA3JIAJICS MO MBIIILIAM TIKe-
CTBIO.

“..Paccen”, — NpOHECCS HEKHBIN KEHCKUU TOJIOC, a TIepe]] B30POM BO3HHUK B3IJIS 3€JIEHBIX
IJ1a3.

CxaB 3yObl, OITyCTWJI TOJIOBY, HAIpsTasi IUICYH, U, OTTOJIKHYBIIKCH, TOKUHYJI OaJIIOCTpay.

Ceparie 6WJI0Ch YacTo, HAMIOMHSSL Oy TUMOM CUJIOW M PEIIMMOCTBIO, ¥ TeTlepb CITyYUBIIIEeCs]
Ka3aJ10Ch KaKUM-TO HEIOPa3yMEHUEM.

41 yBepeHHO BOLLEN B IBEPHU.

Becniap ®anBap 0:xugan B CBOEM NPUEMHOM 3aJI€.
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B my6okom G6orarom Kpeciie cuaes MyKUruHa B CHHEM Kam30Jie ¢ cepeOpsSHBIMU 3allOHKaMU
U HIMPOKUMH pyKaBaMH. DTOT MYXUYMHA MMEJ BHYIIUTEJIbHBIA BUJA U TSKENBIN B3IV, KOTOPBIU
MIPUIABIIT MEHsI, CTOUJIO TIOSIBUTHCS B TIoie 0003peHusi. Ero qpakoHbsi MOIIb 4yBCTBOBAJIACH €IIIE B
KOpHIIOpE.

— Tel mogymarn o Tom, 4TO s Tede ckasza? — Oe3 MPeArCIOBHIA CITPAIIUBAET OH, XMYPsI OPOBH.

Mmmnepatop B ToM BO3pacTte, KOTa ero cJI0BO He TO YTOObI 3aKOH, a CBSIIIIEHHOE IMMCaHKe, KOTO-
pOe HyKHO HETPEeMEHHO UCTIONHATh. M O3TOMY yropcTBOBaTh OECCMBICJIEHHO, OTHAKO MHE JI0 CUX
TMOp Y/IaBAJIOCh OTCTOSITh CBOE peIlleHue.

— Ilogymait, u s He HaMepeH BO3BPALATh €€, — OTPE3AT XOJIOIHO.

B 3asne noBucno HanpsHkEHHOE MOTYAHUE, TAKOE, UTO, Ka3aJloCh, 3aipe0e3Kaly CTEKISTHHbIC
OyChl Ha JIIOCTpE.

— Tebe npunércs, paHo wim no3aHo. Tel caenan Gomblnyo omuoOKy, — coTpsicaeT Becrap
IPYIHBIM FOJIOCOM BO3IyX. — TO He COMIET Tede C PyK.

— 41 yxe 310 cIiblma, — 3aMeTHII.

Hmmnepatop He BepuUiI TOMY, UTO CIyYHJIOCh HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3aja MeXIy MHOW U DIUM, He
BEPWJI, YTO OHA CMOCOOHA OTHAThCS Ipyromy. TOJNBKO MaTyIlKa MOJ/IepKUBaIa, HO axke e€ JT0BOJIbI
HE TOBJIMSUIM Ha pellieHre NMIlepaTopa — c/iesaTh DIIUIM KeHOM CBOEero chbiHa. bornee Toro, oH naxe
BuHWI Ogenuio, 4To BMEIIMBAIACh B KU3Hb IIPUHIIA.

— Bc€ yxKe KOHYEHO, U HUYETO HE BEPHYTh.

Becnap ®apHap mogHMMaeTcs o CBOEro Kpecia U BeJMUECTBEHHO HAIPABJISETCs] B MOIO CTO-
poHy. BcraeTr mepeno MHOIA, BHUMATENbHO PasryisblBaeT, U3ydyas CBOMMU KapuMu rnazamu. Ero
BOJIOCHI TIOCEZIENM, HO IJIa3a TOJIBIXaJIM Heprueid M xkus3Hblo. OH OyATO BHIET BCE MOHM MBICIH
HACKBO3b.

— MHe He HpaBUTCS TBOM BUJ, YTO-TO CIIyUHIIOCH?

— Her. Pa3Be TOJIBKO TO, YTO 5 YCTAJI OT 3TUX Pa3rOBOPOB.

Becmnap Habpain B rpyab BO3/1yXa, C TSKECTIO BHITOXHYII.

— Yrt0 X, pa3 Thl MPUHSUI PEllieHne — 5T BBICKaXy CBOE.

1 BOIIpOCHTEbHO B3IJISIHYJ HA HETO.

— $I cam JIMYIHO MOTOBOPIO ¢ HeW U OyTy MPOCUTD 3a TeOs1 n3BMHeHMs. M nmprBe3y e€ Bo 1BOpell.
A TbI TOJIBKO TIONIPOOYH eil HarpyOuTh. W HaBpenuTh — vty Test Hacueausl.

— Jlenaii 9TO XOYelllb, 3TO HUYETo HEe IOMEHSIET.

Nmmnepatop nogHs1 nogdopoaoK Bhliiie, OyATO MOU CJIOBA HAHECIH €My OCKOpOJIeHHe.

— IMocMoTpuM, Kak Thl 3aTOBOPHIIIb, KOTAA TIOTEPSICIIb CUITY.

Ha mMoém nuiie naxe He JEpHYJICS MYCKYIIL.

— U pasxe Torna s He MoXaJjelo HA O YeM.

Wmnepatop 3amep Ha MHUT, €r0 3payky 3a0erajiy 1Mo Moemy JIMILy, OyATO OH YTO-TO MOHSUT U
HE MOT ceiyac OBEPUTb.
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Suiau Heppaii

BricaxuBao akKypaTHO XpYIKUI U3YMPYAHBIM POCTOK JIOKCHpPA B IJIOLIKY [TOOOJbIIIE, TPUMU-
HAlo TPyHT. 3a HEJEJIO OH BBIILYCTHJI HECKOJIBKO JINCTOYKOB U PaJIOBajl MEHS CBOUM IIOSIBJIEHUEM.

7Kasip, 4yTO BTOpPOE CEMEUKO He MPOPOCJIO.

[Moatomy 3TOT /17151 MEeHsI ObUT OCOOEHHO IIEHHBIM, JIaBaJl MHE CHJIBI M HaJIeKLy. [ 151151 Ha Hero,
AyMal0 — CKOJIBKO K€ )KU3HHM B 3TOM KPOXOTHOM pacT€HHHM, U KaK OTYasSHHO OHO TSIHETCS BBBICh,
K cery! Uyno!

A 3HAYUT, U 5 TaK CMOTY. ..

Bepy neiiky u nonusaio. Boga xKypuuT, IPyHT € KaJHOCTbIO €€ BIIUTHIBAET.

— Bort Tak, MO#l XOpoImii, pacTi 1 HaOUpaics CHI U Oy/ellb NPeKPaCHBIM IIBETKOM, — C
YJIBIOKO¥ OTCTaBJISIO JIEHKY, Oepy JIOKCUP B TJIMHSIHOM TSDKEON TUIOIIKE CO CTOJA M CTaBJIO HA TMOJI-
OKOHHMUK.

Emy Hy)HO MHOrO cBeta. U mo6Bu. 3UMHEro CojHIa OyeT He JOCTATOYHO, TOSTOMY PSIIOM
CTaBJIIO TEIUIBIA KPUCTAILIL.

Hopa 3arispiBaeT B MOIO KOMHaTy.

— B, [epek npuinén, — cooOIiaeT MHe, 1aBasi IOHATh, YTO HY)KHO IOTOPOIIUTHCS.

— Ha-na, ugy, — O6pocaio Hope u iépraio 3a JIeHThl CBOETo MepeIHUKa, CPhIBAI0 €ro C Mosica
¥ MOOOBHO BEIIAI0 Ha CIIMHKY CTYJA.

IToBopaunBaioch K 3epKajly, 3alpaBisaio CBETJIBI JIOKOH B MPUYECKY, 3aCTEMMBAI0 BEPXHIOI
MYTOBUIYy CBOET0 CKPOMHOI'O IUIaThsl Ha TpyAu. Tereps Ha MOeM JiuLe XOTs Obl pyMsiHell, a B IJia-
3aX HEMHOI'O 030pHOro 0JiecKa, OH BCer/a MosIBIsAETCS, KOIjia s 3aHMMAlOCh PACTEHUSAMU U TOTOBIIIO
TUKCUPBIL.

3azepkuBaio B3I HA 1Iee, I1e OCTAIMCh ciialble cieapl MeTku. JlekapctBa Hopbl aenaior
YyJ10, IIPaMOB TTOYTH HE OCTAJIOCh, 32 UCKJTI0UEHHe TyIeBHbIX. Ho 00 3TOM s 3anperuia cede rymars,
CripsiTazla UX Kak MOXHO riyoxke. M 'y MeHs noutu nosydanocs. I[Touru.

Cepaue cierka cxuMaercs, Korjga COBCEM PsAIOM IPOXJIAJAHBIM CKBO3HSKOM ITPOCKAJIb3bIBAET
OTrOJIOCOK MPOLUIOr0 — MUMOJETHBIN B3I CUHUX IPOHM3BIBAIOIIMX I71a3 efiBa 3aaeBaer. U s
MIOYTH UCTIBITHIBAIO 3HAKOMYIO OOJIb.

— Her, D1, — BBIABIXAI0 CYAOPOKHO Y IPUCTAIBHO CMOTPIO HAa CBOE OTpakeHue. — 3arpe-
11AI0.

3anpenial BCIIOMUHATD €r0. Pe3Ko 0TBOpauMBaioch OT 3epKaJla U CIIelly BHU3, IOKUJAI0 KOM-
Hary.

Jlepeka Haxoxy Ha KyxHe, Hopa yxke ycnesna MpurotoBuTh eMy 4aid, U TOT MIJIO OeceayeT C
JIEKapKo# o moroje.

He nonunmalo, B Kakoil MOMEHT OH cTaJl yacTblo Moeit ¢ Hopoil komnanuu.

3a 3TOT KOPOTKHUI MPOMEKYTOK BPEMEHU MbI C [lepeKkoM CTasi OuYeHb OJIM3KMMU APY3bsIMHU,
U 51 yKe He MPECTaBJIsia CBOMX JJIMHHBIX OynHer Oe3 Hero, 6e3 ero TEIuon YabIOKM U COMTHEYHBIX
SIHTapHBIX I71a3. $1 YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO MOTY OBITH COOOM PSOM C HUM.

W 310 MEHs BOJTHOBAJIO.

Ha 310T pa3 Mbl pemmiy NoceTuTh OAHY 3HAMEHUTYIO B CTOJIMIE 3UMHIOI0 OPaHKeper. XOTs
MBI ¥ TaK TPOBOMJIA MHOTO BPEMEHH BMECTe — TYJIsUIM 1o BpoKkocTy, 00cykaany peikue pacTeHust
Y UX [PUMEHEHHe, Pa3rOBapUBaId O Maruu, OH MPUHOCKUJI MHE Pa3/IMuHbIe LIEHHbIE KHUTH, OTKyAa
s y3HaBaJla MHOTO HOBOTO.

OH He naBajn MHe 3acKy4atb. 1 nmopoii kazanock, uto Hopa emy uro-To paccka3zasia 000 MHe.

Hanes caroxku 1 3aCTerHyB CIOPTYK, 1 IPUTOTOBHJIACH K BBIXOLY.
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— Bepny D k 06ery, — noo6ernan MoJIoo# YesioBek, Ha uto Hopa MaxHys1a pyKo#, Mo,
T'YJISIATE CKOJIBKO XOTHTE.

Jlepek OTKpbIBAaeT MopTall.

— Iporry, Mucc, — MPOTATUBAET MHE PYKY.

Sl xMxuKaio, OH Takoi 3a0aBHBIN, €r0 MaHepa OTHOCUTHCS KO MHE KaK K JIe/IM U3 3HATHOW CEMbH
CMyIIajia, HO MHE HPaBUJIOCh, KAK U HPABHUJIOCH TYJISITh C HUM TIO CTOJIUIIE.

MpbI nepemeniaemMcst Ha LIEHTPAJIbHYIO YITUITY, OKa3aBIIMCh B CAMOM MPECTHKHOM paiioHe CTO-
bl iMmiepaTopckue yrojibsi, Tak Ha3bIBAIOT 3TO MECTO, TJie KUJIM MPUOIMKEHHbIE NMIIepaTopa,
COBETHUKU U OJMKHUI KPYT BJIACTBYIOIIEH CEMbH.

OcMmarpuBaioch, Crapasich He IOaTh BUAA, YTO MEHsI 9TO OECIIOKOUT.

— Hawm ciona, — yBiniekaer 3a codoii [lepek, U Mbl UJIEM TIO paCUUINIEHHON OT CHera JIopore,
HAKaTaHHOU IMOJIO3bsIMU SKHUTIAKEN.

371ech He KaK Ha IUIOMIAAX, ITYMHO, He MPOTONKHYThCs. KpyroMm nmoutu HUKOro, THXo. 3acHe-
JKEHHBIE eJTM PACXOMSATCS TI0 Mepe HaIllero MPOIBHXEHUS, U BIIEpeIH TOSIBIISIETCSI OTPOMHAS BHICOKASI
opanxepest (hOpMbI CTEKJITHHOTO IIAaTpa, 32 CTEHAMU KOTOPOro OyiCTBOBaJIa 3eJIeHb.

Jlepek HaOmogaeT 3a Moel peakiel, Kak OKPYIJISIIOTCSI OT BOCXHIIEHUSI MOM I71a3a.

— Buky, Te6e HpaBUTCSI? — UHTEpECyeTCs MyKUMHA.

— HeseposThas kpacoral!

— CornaceH, — OTBeYaeT MY)K4MHA, ¥ OT MEHsI He YCKOJIb3aeT, uTo JlepeK MmpoiomkaeT CMOT-
peTh Ha MeHsI HEOTPBIBHO, 3aJep/KUBasi B3IJISA HA YepTax JIMIA.

— Xouy CKOpee OKa3aThCsl BHyTpU! — OpOCHIa s ¥ IBUHYJIACh B CTOPOHY OpaHKEepeu.

Ho Ha camom zienie xouy yoexarh OT €ro HepaBHOAYIITHOTO B3IJISIIA.

S monnmaa, yro Jlepek He MpOCTO Tak HaBelaeT JaBKy Hopbl, MPUXOOUT K HaM JIOMOM, YTOObI
Ha3HAYUTh OYEPEHYIO BCTpedy. Bcé 3To He mpoCTo Tak, HO s yIpsIMO HEe XOTesla HUYero 3aMevarh.

BHyTpu okazasioch He IPOCTO BOCXUTUTENBHO, a moTpsicamoiie! Camble pejikve pacTeHus Oyii-
CTBOBAJIY T10J] XPYCTaJIbHBIM KYIIOJIOM 3€JIEHON CTUXMEN, BCEBO3MOXKHBIE LIBETHI CaMbIX (paHTacTUye-
CKHX (popM, 3eJIEHBIE JIMaHBI TYTO OIUIETAI KaMEeHHbIe CTONOBI, TIOAMMUPAIOLIHE KYIIO, 3/1€Ch Jake
KUJIM NTUIBL. VX mieHre TOHOCHIIOCh C pa3HbIX CTOPOH.

Hacrosmmmii oazuc nocpeau 3umbi !

— D, — He BbiiepKuBaeT Jlepek, U si, MPU3HaThCs, 0KUalIa 3TON MHTOHAILIMH €ro ToJIoca.

Brimyckato 6eocHekHbIi OyTOH M3 MajblieB HEM3BECTHOTO IIBETKA U MIOBOPAYMBAIOCh.

— Jla, — oTBeuaw, ¥ MOsl YIbIOKA JTMXOPAJI0YHO 3aCThIBACT HA Ty0ax.

Ha ckynax napns nosiBisiercst Kpacka. OH BOJIHYeTCs, a BO B3IJIsII€ OTYAsIHHAS PACTEPSHHOCTD,
Oynro Jlepek He 3HaeT, Kak CKa3aTh, YTO CKa3aTh, HO M OTCTYIUTH YK€ TOXKE HE MOXET.

— 4 noHuMal, YTo MPOIUIO CIUIIKOM MaJ0 BPEMEHH, W... — OH 3allMHAeTCsl, OIyCKaeT
B3IJISI/I, CHOBA BO3BpaIaer. — Thl HEOOBIKHOBEHHAs, DIUIK. § X0dy... — OH MOJAHUMAET PYyKY,
TOJILKO TYT 5 3aMevalo, YTO B €ro JIaJOHU OblIa KOpoOouKa, o0TsAHyTas OenbiM Oapxarom. OH pac-
KpbIBaeT e€. — ¢ Xouy, 4TOObI ThI CTAJIa MOEH KEHOM.
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S Tepsitock, cMOTpIO Ha 00OJOK 30JI0TOrO KOJIbIIa C AParolieHHbIM KaMHeM. Mopraio, He 3Halo,
Kak pearupoBarth. 1 oxunana ot JJepeka npusHaHus, MpeokeHUs1 BCTPEYAThCs, HO HUKAK He 3TOro!

— Toi... Tel nipaB, [lepek, — Jieriedy si, monOUpast CiIoBa, — BPEMEHH JeHCTBUTEIILHO CIIUIII-
KOM MaJio MpoILIo, H...

boruns, uto s Hecy? Kak xe cka3zarp?! Kak cka3zare 0 ToM, 4To s He roroBa! f cuutana ero
CBOMIM JIPYyI'OM, TEM YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBII IIOMOT MHE 3a0BIThCsI, HO UYTOOBI CTaTh KEHOM?.. ITO Kak
CHET Ha I'0JIOBY.

— Bc€ He Tak npocro, Jlepek, — HaKOHeL] BBIAAIO 1.

Monuanue.

Jlepek criatbiBaeT, U s 0OX0XKYy €ro CTOPOHOM, My BIIYOb cana, OeclesbHO paccMaTpuBast
pactutebHOCTh. Cbliy mo3aau ceOs1 IpUOIMKAIONIIe ITIark.

— $1 monumaro, — rosoc Jlepeka yxe He OblT B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM, & PEITUTEILHBIM U TBEPIBIM.
— Tocroii, i, — He BbIICPKUBAET OH M 0OXBaThIBaeT MEHS 32 IUICYH, Pa3BOpaunBaeT K cede.
— 51 moHMMalo, YTO 3TO HEOKUIAHHOCTD. S HE CIIENON U BUKY, UTO ThI IOTEPSIJIa CBOETO HCTUHHOTO.
910 He Hopa MHe pacckazana, s1 caM BCE MOHSII.

3a/pIXaloch, €ro CJI0Ba Kak JIaBUHA, KOTOpasi OOpYIIMBAeTCs HAa MEHsl, OllapaliBaeT, cOMBaeT
¢ Hor. OH 3HaeT, BuauT. Hy KOHEYHO, OH Mar, a Mari UMeIOT CBOE UyThe.

— 41 3Ha10, YTO 5 MpejyIara HeuTo OoJbllee, YeM Thl Okuaaia. Ho s yxe He MOry CKphIBaTh
CBOM YyBCTBa, DIUIK. § 70ITO TyMas 00 9TOM U MOHSLT, YTO XOUY ITPOBECTH C TOOOI BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb.
Tol ocoOeHHas 111 MEHs, THl BaXKHa.

Cnymas ero, s HOHUMAIO, YTO OH JIEUCTBUTENIBHO CEpPbE3€H. Sl BUKY, KaK €ro Ijia3a CUsIOT OT
pemmmocty u JiioOBU. Ho B TO ke Bpems sl He MOTy IPOMTHOPUPOBATH CBOM COMHEHHMSI U CTPaXx.

— Jlepek, S He 3Hal, 4TO CKa3aTb, — OTBEYAIO f, NBITASCh HAUTU MpPaBUJIbHBIE CJIOBA. — 1
1ieHIo Haty J1pyx0y. Ho st He yBepeHa, UTo roTOBa K TAKUM CEPhE3HBIM ITIaraM. JTO CJIMIITKOM OBICTPO,
CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO.

OH orycKaer rojioBy, CJIOBHO pa304apOBaHHbIA MOMM OTBETOM. HO BHE3aIHO CHOBa NOTHUMAET
r71a3a ¥ TOBOPHUT:

— ¢ noHnMmato TBOM COMHEHHMsI, DNUIH. S TOTOB I0XKUAATHCS, JaTh TeOe BPeMsI JUIs TPUHSATHS
pemenusi. Ho st He Mory cliepxuBath CBOM 4yBCTBA. 51 TOTOB KJ1aTh, TOKA ThI Oy/IeIb FOTOBA.

41 xayaro ToJI0BON.

— Her, THI He TTOHMMaeIb. DTO. .. HaBCErIa OCTAHETCSI CO MHOM.

...DTO YyBCTBO MOTEPH U OOJIH.

— OHO He JIaCT MHE XUTb CYACTIIMBO, ITYCTh Jake PAJOM OyIdeT camblii 3aMevaTesIbHbIA MY K-
YMHA, — XPUILIO [TPOU3HOIILY £l

Jlepex 6eccrIIbHO MOJTUUT, TO ObLT MIPOUTPHII, S BUENA B €T I71a3axX MajeHue.

Pe3ko pazBopaumBaioch ¥ My U3 OpaHkeper, ouTh Oery. MHe HyKeH CPOYHO CBEXHUI BO3IYX,
BeJb COBCEM HEUEM JIbIIIATh!

CrniacuTtesbHbI MOPO3HBIM BO3/1yX BPBIBAETCS B JIETKUE, 3aIIOJIHSET, OTPE3BIISIET, 3AMOPAKHU-
BaeT SMOIIH.

— B! — cIbIny XpycT cHera no3aau cedst, Jepek BbiOeraeT Ha Jqopory.

U ToNbKO 51 MOBOpAUMBAIOCh K HEMY, KaK ropsiure TyObl MY;KUMHBI 3aXBaThIBAIOT MOM, OBJIa-
neBasi TpeOOBaTeJIbHO, JKaJHO, HEe JaBasi OTCTYIHTh, CliesiaTh BhIOOp. [I€pratochk 3amo3iano, 4roobl
BBIPBAThCSl, HE 3HAsA, YTO UCIBITBIBATh. UyBCTBYIO €0 f3bIK, BKYC MATHl U LIUTPYCa, OH OTYASHHO
MOJIb3YETCSl MOMM 3aMeLlIaTeIbCTBOM, U 51 OTBEYal0 Ha norenyi. [Ipocto notoMy, 4To 51 4yBCTBOBajIa
ce0s1 BUHOBAaTOM Tiepen HUM. Beb o3BoMiiia eMy ObITh PSIOM ¢ COOOM, TaBajia JIOKHbIE HaIek b,
BO3MOKHOCTD ITOJIIOOUTE ce0S1.
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Haxkoser1 oH BbIITycKaeT MeHS ¥ MBITJIMBO CMOTPUT B IJIa3a.

— IMomHuIIB, TH TPOCHJIA MTOIIEIOBATH TeOs?

U 310 ObUIa MOS OImIMOKA.

— VIMeHHO B TOT MOMEHT I BITIOOHJICS.

— YBEPU or Heé cBou pyku!!

['po3HbIl pIK pazga€rcest MO MOPO3HOMY BO3YXY, COTpsicast ero. Sl pe3ko MoBOpaunBaioCh, U B
CJIEAYIONINI MUT 3eMJIsl YXOIUT U3-TIOf] HOT, XOPOIIIo, YTo Jlepek nmomjiepKxuBai MeHs, nHaue TOYHO
Obl pyXHYyJa B CHET.

Uyt noogasis crosin Paccen ®anBap, 1 B3I ApaKOHA HE HEC HUYETO XOPOIIIETo.
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C 3amupaHuMeM CMOTpIO, Kak OH npuoOmmkaercs. Ero moxonka pemmrenbHasi, aru 4€TKue,
YEPHBIM MEX EMY UJET, NOJBI IUIAINA KAaK YEPHAs CMOJIa CTPYATCA 10 CHETY.

Otkyna oH B3sscA? XOTA 0 4YeM 3TO £, 3TO ero teppuropus. la 4ro tam, He ToIbKo bpokoct
ero, HO M BECh MUP, OH Be[lb IPAaKOH, BepIuTelb cyaed. Utob ero.

S mpuKycuiia KOHYMK f3bIKa, 3TO BeJb HEXOPOLIO Tak Aymarb. Ho Ha s3bIke BEpTATCS HENECT-
HBIE CJIOBA.

W Bcé ke MoM KOJIEHU MOArHOAIoTCs, a BCE TENO OOMSKAET, CTOUT €My OKa3aTbCsl PSIOM.
Orkyna Takas peakuus, BEIb TENEPb A HE €T0 UCTUHHASA, U BCE, YTO OCTAJIOCH OT YyBCTB, 3TO CJef, OT
oxora. He oxunana ero Boooie emg koraa-moo YBUIETb, HO OH Iepeo MHOM.

A nanpine Bc€ HaYaI0 MPOUCXOAUTD CIIMIIIKOM CTPEMHUTENBHO, OYATO IO 3TOTO €ro NpHOIkKe-
HEe ObUIO 3aMeIeHHbIM. Paccesn moicTynaer, CHer noj carnoramu skajioOHO XpyCTHUT.

Jlepek psaoM HEpBHO CIVIaThIBAET — HAJO OTHATh JOJDKHOE, OH JIEPXKAJCA CTOMKO, axXe He
LIEJIOXHYJICS, HO MEHS BCE-TaKU BBIITYCTHUIL.

— He cmei npukacarbcs K Held, — peiauT Paccen. Ero ckysbl KamMeHHbIe, B IVIa3ax JIE, KyJIaKy
CKaThl, @ KPbLJIbsl HOCA IPOCTHO B3/1paruBaioT.

M-He craiio crpamHo 3a [epeka.

Jlepek GecrokoiiHO CMOTPHT Ha MeHs, oToM Ha Paccena.

— IIpocrture, Barlie BBICOYECTBO, 51 HE IOHUMAIO BaC, — COXPaHSET BEXKJIMBbIM TOH.

— Oroiian OT He€, — IMIMONT JPAKOH, M TYT 5 IOHUMAIO, YTO OH sIBHO He B ceOe. OT ruesa
WJIM pEBHOCTH?

Jla HeT, Kakas TyT peBHOCTb, IIPOCTO 3ajeToe camomoodue. Ho uro nnTepecHo, Toraa, Ha mio-
masy, Paccena ®anBapa HUKaK He OECIIOKOMJIO, YTO 5 PSIIOM C JPYTUM, U OH IPEKPACHO YyBCTBOBAJI
ceOs1 ¢ Toi OpIOHETKOM. YUTO ke N3MEHUIIOCH?

TpeBoXHO IIHY/Ia B CTOPOHY CONPOBOXAAIOIIMX CTPaKEW, KOTOPbIE TAK K€, KaK W IPHHLI,
CIIEIINJIMCh U TENIEPh BHUMATEJIBHO CIIEAWIIM 3a ITporcxofammM. 1 ecnm nercTBus crpaxen s Moria
npeayragarh, To HoBeAeHue qpakoHa — HeT. OH sIBHO roToB ObUT pa3opBath Jlepeka Ha 4acTu.

OunyBIucs, g Bcrasa nepeq Jlepekom, 3aropaxnsas OT pa3pyIUUTEIbHON BOJTHBI, UCXOAAIIEN
or Pacceuna.

— Ilouemy BbI 3ampermaere? — pelach A NPOTUBOCTOATh, HAYMHASA 3JIMThCS, U 3aMUPAI0.
Ero riaza o6:xuraiot Mo€ JIMLO 1 T'yObl, KOTOPBIE TOJIBKO YTO IiesoBa Jepek.

— Thl MOHMMaeIIb, YTO JeJ1aelllb? — crpaluuBaeT Paccesn, cMOTpsl MHe TpsIMO B I71a3a. 5 6ynro
aJ1al0 Yepe3 HUX B €r0 PACKaJIEHHYIO AYIIY.

— Yr0 4 10KHA MOHATH? — eJBa CJIBILIHO 3aal0 BOIIPOC.

Heckonpko cekyH MBI CMOTpUM ApYT Ha gpyra. [IbITaloch MOHATH, YETO OH XOUET, 3a4eM MOI0-
men. Xover eme pa3 yHU3UTb, TOKa3aTh CBOIO BJIACTh HA0 MHOH? f momHIO ero ockoponenusi. mm
XOYEeT TMOBTOPUTH, pa3Be Maio eMy? MeHsl HaUMHAET OUTH APOXb OT OOJNE3HEHHBIX BOCIIOMUHAHHUI
U el CBexeil 0Ou/bL.

Cunue niasa ¢ BEpTUKAJIBHBIMU 3pauKaMy CJIEAAT 32 MHOU nouty xuinHo. Yynosuine. 5 ero
coBceM He y3Haw. Her, 3a0yap, D11u1H, TOro 4yTKOro BHUMarteapHoOro Paccesna Gomnbliie HeT, a eCTh 9T0
xonozpHoe uynouine. Ho BeE ke, KakeTcs, 3a 9TH THA OH U3MEHWICS emE OOoJIblIie, YepThl 320CTPHU-
JICh, TEMHEJIA LIETHA Ha LIEeKaxX, B azax nponacts. OH BBINIALEI U3MOTaHHBIM 4eM-TO. YTo-TO
npousonuio? Bripoyem, MHe TOIKHO OBITH O€3pa3IMyHO.

— 1 cBoGozHa 1 Mory fenath uto xouy. [loiiném, [lepek, — noOaBuia s, He MOMYYHB OTBETA,
1 pa3BepHyJiach K [lepeky, kacasach ero Iieya.

— Tbl ¢ HUM HUKY/A He OIIENIL, — Paccen pbIBKOM pa3BopaunBaeT K cede. — Tbl MONAENIb
CO MHOM. DTO IPHUKa3.
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Sl packpbiBaio TyObl, XBaTast BO3IyX OT 3aMeIIaTe/IbCTBA.

— Mory 4 y3HaTh NPUYMHY, 10 KOTOPOX DIUIM AOJIKHA UATH C BaMH? — BMelIMBaetcs [lepek,
a MHE CTAaHOBUTCSI MIO-HACTOSIIEMY CTPAILIHO.

— Moskernbs — 3a0yapb e€. C 3Toro JHsi OHA PUHAJICKUT MHE.

— Her, — mpotecTyio 1, ¥ YTO-TO Ha/JIamMbIBaeTCss BHYTpH. UyBCcTBa XJIBIHY M OyATO Yepe3
TUIOTUHY. — ] He Bellb M HUKOMY He MPUHAIJIeKy, HUKOMY, U TeM Oosee TeGe. Thl cam mporHa
MeH$ U3 JBOPILIA, CaM CTep METKY U Yrpoxkal. Thl YyHUUTOXNI UCTUHHOCTD, & TENEPb YETrO Thl XOUEIllb
oT MeHs?! OcTaBb MEHsI B IOKOE, — MO ToJI0C BCE-TAKU IPOTHYJL.

MeHns npobuna qpoxb. Boru, u 3auem mbl cioga npunum?! XoTs 4TO-TO MOACKA3bIBAJIO, YTO
OH HAMEPEHHO UCKAaJl MEHS.

Jlepex BHUMATEIbHO MMOCMOTPEI Ha MEeHsI, KOHEYHO, OH He MOT 3HaTh 00 9THX MOAPOOHOCTSIX,
KOTOpbIE cefiuac CiIbIIUT. § nomkHa Oblla eMy cKa3aTh, HO He CMOTJIA.

— Yero s xouy? — 11a3a IpUHIA XUITHO CYKAITCS, U IO MOEMY IIO3BOHOYHHUKY ITPOKAThIBA-
eTCs1 XOJIOZIOK, & BMECTE C 9TUM IIEKM OOKUraeT BosHeHHe. — CKOpO ThI y3Haelllb, Yero s Xouy.

Ero B3risa He HEC HUYEro JOOPOro, B HEM OBUIO CTOJILKO HEHABUCTU M OJJHOBPEMEHHO OTYasI-
HUS1, YTO y MEHS IEPEXBAaTUJIO JIbIXaHUE.

— D, — Jlepek 6epéT MeHs 3a pyKy U cxumMaet. Paccen orrankuBaert IlItopHa, omHOBpe-
MEHHO B €ro JIaIOH! 3aropaeTcsl Iap OPaHKEBOTO IJIaMEHHU, kap, KOTOPBIM sl OTUYETIIMBO YYBCTBYIO
Ha CBOEU KOXKe.

— Emeé pa3 npukocHENbCSA K HEW, U Thl PEBPATULIbCS B TOPCTKY IEIUIa, — LEIUT CKBO3b
3yOBI KQXKJ0€ CIOBO.

Bokpyr Hac coOpanack cTpaxa. Mbl OKpyKeHBbI, ¥ 9TO 3aCTaBJIsIeT MOTOPONUThCs. Mo€ ceparie
KOJIOTUTCS B TPYJH, Y MEHS IPOCTO HET BBIXOJA, KPOME KaK IMOJUUHUTHCA.

— Xopouo. {1 noiiy ¢ BamHM, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, — TOBOPIO 51 C TPYAOM, HAZEsACh, YTO OH
YCJIBIIIAT MEHSI. — TOJIbKO OTITyCTUTE €rO0.

Paccen orcrpansercs, cI0BHO MOE IPUKOCHOBEHUE CKUTAeT €ro HaCKBO3b. Ero rmasa nepeinu-
BaIOTCs IPKUM IUIAMEHEM, U s BUXKY, Kak OH Oopetcsi ¢ codoi. ['opsiuast naBa B ero pykax Taer, XOTs
1AM B I71a3aX BCE €IE KUIIUT.

— Wnu 3a cTpaxkeid, — KOMaH]yeT.

41 moBopaumBaioch k [lepeky. B ero razax pacrepssHHOCTb U TpeBora. OH Oosijics 32 MEHS U
XOTeJI IOJTyYUTh OTBETHI.

— IIpoctu, [epek, ckaxu Hope, 4ToObl OHa He BOTHOBAJIACH, S TTO3%KE BCE OOBSCHIO.

Ecnu, koHeuHo, nonyuutcs. Bo3moxHo, s nocnennuil pa3z Buxy lepeka. Koneuno, emy nHe
COBJIJIATh C HACJIEJHBIM MTPUHIIEM, HE MTOTOMY 4TO OH ciabee, XOTs HAIM4YMe APAKOHbEH CyTH JaET
OrPOMHBIE MIPEUMYILIECTBA, 4 IOTOMY YTO OH HE MOXET IIOMTH IPOTUB €T0 BHICOUECTBA, PUCKYSI MHO-
TUM.

Mps1 ynansiemcsi oT opaHxepen. MeHsl BCE elle KOJIOTHT, sl 000paurBaioCh B MOCIICAHUI pa3 Ha
OZIMHOKO CTOSIBILIETO Mara rnocpeau aoporu. Mue crano 6e3yMHO *kaJib, 4To BCE Tak BhILIO. [lepe-
BOXY B3IUISi/ HA Briepeau uayiero Paccena.

[TpuHI NOIHSJICS OIHUM YBEPEHHBIM PBIBKOM B CEIJIO, AK€ HE B3IVISIHYB B MOIO CTOPOHY,
Pa3BepHyJ YEPHOTO Kepediia, KOTOPBIi MOMYaJICs TPOUb, YHOCS IPAKOHA, B30MBAs CHEKHYIO ITypry
KOIbITAMH.

— Ilpomty crona, neau, — MPUITIACKIT CECTh B KApPETy OIMH U3 CTpaXkel, OTKpbIBas JBepb. He
BEPIO, UTO 3TO IPOUCXOIUT CO MHOM.
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[Morpyskaroch BriryOb KapeThl, Ca)KyCh Ha MSATKOE CUJIEHbE C TBEPIOW CIIMHKOM, OOTSIHYTOH JIOpO-
ruMm OapxaToM. BHyTpH maxHeT JaMCKUM IIBETOYHBIM MOP(MIOMOM, U cpa3y BO3HUKAeT 00pa3 TOM
KPacOTKH PSIIOM C TIPUHIIEM.

Bripixao. CoBceM HeyMeCTHbIE MBICIIH.

HyxHo OBl M03a00THTBCS O cede, Bellb MEHsI Be3yT HEU3BECTHO Ky/Ia, HUYETO He OOBbSICHUB.

Kapeta ckonb3uT 10 1Opore MiaBHO, MUMO TPOHOCSTCS POCKOIIHbBIE YCaabObl BBICOKOPOIHBIX
JIOPIIOB, CaJibl, TIAPKH, aJUIEH, HO OMPeIe/IEHHO MBI IBUTAeMCsI B CTOPOHY JiBopIia. M BepHO, 32 OKHOM
HaYyaJIi TOKa3bIBAaThCS 3aCHEKEHHbIE KPACHBbIE IBOPIIOBbIC JIAHAMA(THI, CTPUKEHHBIE KYCThI, KO-
paTHBHBIE IEPEBbs, CTATYH U (DOHTAHBI, YTO 3AKPBITHI HA 3UMY.

Jletom, TOXHO OBITH, TYT OYEHb KPACHBO, a 1 HUKOTJA HEe BUJIENA TaKoro yopaHcTsa. Tobko
ceriyac He /10 aToro. OT OIHOM MBICIIH, YTO s CHOBA MpeJcTany nepes Paccenom ®anBapom, Opocaer
B TOPSYYIO IPOXKb, B TPY/IU 3aMUPAET.

Hakower kapera OCTaHOBHJIACH, BEPbh OTKPBUIM. [IpHUIIONHSB MOAO I00KH, 51 BBIXOXKY, CTY-
nasi Ha pacYMIIEHHYIO IUIOMIA/IKY, ¥ TOJHUMAIO TOJIOBY, paccMaTpuUBasi BBICOUEHHBIN hacajl ABOpIIA.
OH MOX0Xk Ha Mpa3IHUYHBIA TOPT, MHOTOSIPYCHBIH, YKPAIIIEHHBIH JISTTHUHOW U OSJIBIMK KOJIOHHAMH.
OrpoMmHBIi, BHYIIUTEILHBINA U TOPKECTBEHHBIN. V1 3TO TONBKO OMH (hacaj, K KOTOPOMY PUMBIKAIIO
TaKoe ke HapsHOE JIEBOE U MPAaBOE KPHLIO.

U kak He norepsAThCA B HEM?!

— Ciona, — TIPOCUT OJIMH YK€ 3HAKOMBIN MHE CJTyTa B SIPKO-30JI0THCTOM KaM3oJie, KakeTcs,
ero umsi ['opnoH. Ho ero jmio npu Bujie MeHs1 HUKaK He U3MEHUJIOCh, BO3MOXKHO, OH J]akKe He IOMHUT
MEHS.

Sl cMOTPpIO 1O CTOPOHAM, HO HE HAXOXKY IPUHIIA.

MeHs noBesiu He 4epe3 MapajiHblil BXO, a B CTOPOHY MYKCKOW 4acTd. Bomum mon apky u
OKa3aJIMCh Tiepe]l N30THYTOM JIECTHUIICH, TIOJHSUTUCH ¥ MPOIILTA B CBEPKAIOIILYIO 30JI0TOM rajiepero ¢
PSJIOM TIOJBECHBIX XPYCTAIBHBIX JIIOCTP.

Kaxk *e crasio He 1o cebe. B ranepee Teruio, 3ByKH IaroB 9XOM OTAAIOTCS O] CBOIOM BBICOKOTO
TMOTOJTKA, B OECUMCIICHHBIX OKHAX BUIHEETCS eIIé OMUH (POHTAHHBIN JBOP.

— Tlporry, — MBI IOBEpPHYJIU, U YeM IJTyOKe YXOIMIN BO JIBOpEIl, TeM OeCIOKOWHee CTaHO-
BWJIOCH BHYTpHU.

T'opnon ocraHaBIMBaeTCsI BO3JIE IBEPU KPACHOTO JIepeBa, OTKPBIBACT €€ U JKECTOM IpUrJialiaeT
BOHTH.

Sl HepemmTeNIBbHO 3aryisHy/Ia BHYTph. CMertee, DI, yeM ObicTpee pa3depych CO BCEM ITUM,
TeM CKOpee OKaKych JJoMa. Sl Ha 3TO OUeHb CHJIBHO HaJIesyIach.

KomHara, B KOTOpYI0 sI BOIILIa, HEBEPOSITHO OTPOMHAsI, JIBa OOJIBIIIMX OKHA C TSIKEIBIMU TIOP-
ThePaMU U3 CHHETO OapXxaTa ObUTH IJIABHBIM YKpalleHueM. 51 oBepHyJ1ach, pacCMaTpuBasi MHOTOYHC-
JIeHHbIe MKa(pbl U TIOJKK IO CaMOT0 TOTOJIKA CO MHOXKECTBOM KHUT, CAMBbIX Pa3HBIX. Takke 37ech
ObUIA CTOJIMK BO3JIe OKHA, HeOobInas coda, HECKOJIbKO MATKUX Kpeces W UIMHHBINA MMChbMEHHbIN
croin. KaOuuer-0uomoreka — IOHsIA .

Jlaxxe He 3aMeTHJIa, YTO MEHSI OCTABUJIM OIHY Ha KaKOe-TO BpPeMsl, TIOKa 51 OCMaTpUBaJiach, HO
yXke BCKOpe B KaOMHET BOIIIEN MOU Ha3uparenb — Paccer.

OnanvB MeHsl B3MJISJOM, OH IlIaraeT B CTOPOHY IMMCBMEHHOTO CTOJIA, HA XOAy PaccTEruBast
HAKUJIKY, CKHIBIBACT C IIMPOKUX TUIed U Opocaer e€ Ha CIUHKY Kpecia. [ToBopaunBaeTcst KO MHE U
CTATUBAET TepPUYaTKH, IPH STOM He OTPhIBAET OT MEHS B3IJISIIA.

— MoskeT, BBl MHE OOBSICHUTE, 3a4eM 51 BaM? — MOUW HEPBBI Ha Tmpenesie, Oojblile He MOTY
HAXOIUTLCA B HEBEICHUM.

[TpuHII OpocaeT rmepyaTKu Ha CTOJI.
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— ToI Oynenb KHUTh 31eCh.

S HeOyMEHHO XJI0Mal0 PECHULIAMHU.

— Yro? Bul mryture?

— Hukakux myTtok. MHe caMOMy HE HpaBUTCS 9TO, HO NIPUIETCA MMOTEPIETb.

Tak. fIcHo. D10 Kakasi-To abCypAHas UTPa BHICOKOPOIHBIX, IIPaBUjIa KOTOPON MHE HEU3BECTHBI.
Sl pazBopauMBaIOCh, YTOOBI BHIATH, HO KyJa TaM, IPUHII B [Ba IIara HACTUTAET MEHS U pa3BOpaunBasi
K cebe.

— Jlaxe He MblTaiics MOKUHYTh TOT 3aMOK, — IIUIUT OH, a CJEJOM MPOMU30LUIO TO, YETO
s HUKaK He oxuaana, Paccen xBaTaeT MeHs 3a pPyKy, JIEJSHBIM KeJIe30M UYTO-TO OOXKHIaeT Moe
3arsICThe.

— Ccc, — MMIUTIO, OMATHYBIIUCh, 3Q)KUMasi Topsiliee MeCTo, U 3aMHUpalo, OOHAPYKUBAasi HA
CBOEH KOXke CHSIONIYIO TOIyObIM CBETOM Maru4ecKyio BsI3b.

BcekuapiBaio Ha ipakoHa B3IJIS.

— Ecim Hagymaens 6exaTb, — CIOKOHHO KaK HU B U€M He ObIBAJIO MTPOJOJIKAET OH, UCCIIELYsT
MOE€ JUI10, — TeOsI TYT Xke NoiMaloT. M Ha TBOeil pyKe MOsIBUTCS emE OHa revyarh, KoTopas OyaeT
BO3BpaIarh Te0s 0OpaTHO yepes MopTal.

— BbI He cMeeTe Tak co MHOM IOCTYNaTh! — B3PbIBAIOCh, HE MOT'Y IIOBEPUTH B IPOUCXO/SILEE.

— DByzens psioM co MHOI, TOKa 51 He pa30epych. .. KOe C KeM.

N 1yt g BCE noHsna, BcnoMHMB ciioBa Hopel. Kaxercs, y Paccena ®anBapa Havaauch mpo-
OeMbl.

— Huuero He BBIAIET, HE MOTYyYUTCS BEPHYTh METKY 0OpaTHO.

— 41 u He coOuparoch e€ BO3BpaIlaTh, — PHIKHYJ OH, CBEPKHYJI SIPOCTHO B3IJISIIOM.

— Torpaa 3aueM Bbl IPUBE3JIU MEHS croa?

Paccen cxumaer yemocty, B ero B3nse Medercs: oroHb. OH BBIIPAMIISETCS, CMOTPHUT CBBI-
COKa.

— Tsl 31€CH, TOTOMY YTO... MOSI MaTh XOUeT TeOst yOUTb.
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— IMoatomy ThI OyAelb 1Moj1 MOMM MTPUCMOTPOM, — CKa3aB 3To, Paccen otcTynui, BepHYIICs
K CTOJy.

4l make He MOIJIa HUYEro CKa3aTh, TaK M MPUPOCIIA K MOy, HAOMOAast, KaK OH MOJTYa HAJIWII U3
rpauHa KpacHOro BUHA B CBEPKAIOLIUI OOKaJI.

— 1 naxe nonnmaro e€. OHa XOueT HaCJIETHUKOB, a 111 9TOr0 MHE HyKHA UICTUHHAs, HO UCTUH-
HOIl y MEHS1 He MOXeT ObITh, TIOKa KMBA THI.

XoIosiok nporéncs Mexay Jjonatok. [la, s y3Haina o6 atom ot Hopsrl.

— Ho... — g oOnu3bIBalo0 nepecoxinme ryobl, — Kakoe ke BaM JIeJI0, KaK Bbl CKa3au, 1O
HUILIEHKU ?

Paccen xMypo B3IVIAHYJI HA MEHSA U CAEJIaJl OIUH IJIOTOK.

— He mory orBeTuTh TEOE Ha STOT BONPOC. BO3MOXKHO. .. — OH pa3BOpaYMBAETCS U OMUPACTCS
o cros 6eapoM. — ... M3-3a Mpomnuioro, To MUMOJIETHOE BJIEUEHUE CIIMIIKOM MHOT'O OCTAaBUJIO B MOE
MaMATH.

4 3ammparo, cepaue MycKkaeTcs B OTYAasIHHBIM rajion. 3a4eM OH Tak roBopur? S He nmoHmmasa
€ro COBEPUIEHHO, OH € CKa3aJl, YTO HEHABUJUT MEHS, U JaKe HE UCKaJl BCTPEUH, a TEMEpb XOUYeT
B3SThb IO/l CBOE KPBUIO?

— Bawm He crouT GecriokonThesi 000 MHE, Ballle BHICOYECTBO, 51 CaMa MOT'Y IOCTOSATH 3a ceOsl.
ITo3BonbTE MHE UOTH AOMOM.

Paccen noBepHyJ1 KO MHE TOJIOBY, M IO €r0 B3Iy ObUIO OHATHO, YTO TO UCKJIIOYEHO.

— 41 He cobupatoch NOBTOPATH ABaXbl. K TOMY ke 1 XOUy MOHATh, KaK Thl [OIy4YHJIa METKY.

— OHa nosBuIach cama.

On ycmexaercs.

— Jonyctum, — niesaeT oH enié MIOTOK. — Kak Tel Mokelrb ObITh MO MCTHHHOM, eciu
CIUALIb C IPYTUMU?

CroBa Kak 0Xor, 3aCTaBWJIM MEHS BCIIBIXHYTb U TOPETh OT CThIJA.

— BuI yT0-TO MyTaETE, Ballle BBHICOYECTBO.

— IlyTa0? — OH YOMBJIEHHO NMPUIIOAHSI TEMHYI0O OpoBb. — HoO pa3Be s He Bujiell, Kak Thl
JlacKaJia U 1esioBasia 31oro meHka? Thl 6e30roBOpOYHO MO3BOJIAIA eMY JeJaTh 3T0. YBEPEH, UTO OH
MPEKPacHO yTemas TeOs B TPYAHYIO MUHYTY.

— Ilpekparure! — BOCKJIMKHYJA £, B3pbBasAch. IloueMy OH pasroBapMBaeT cO MHOM Tak
rpy6o? 5 He 3acmykuiia Takoro oOpareHs, 51 He cliesiaia Hu4Jero mioxoro. — He cmeilite Tak roBo-
puTh 000 MHe. — PaHBap 3aCTbUI, B3NS CTAJ TSKETBIM U HEMHOTO 3aMyTHEHHBIM, BEPHO OT BBITIH-
Toro. — Jlepek moMor MHe B TPYJHYIO MUHYTY, 3TO TaK, B OTJIMYME OT Bac, OH BOCCTAHOBWJI JIABKY,
KoTopasi kopmuia Hac ¢ Hopoii. OH OblT1 BHUMaTEJIeH U 100p, TOAAEPKUBAI ¥ ObLT PSIOM, OH TPOSIB-
71511 3200TY ¥ IOHUMAHKUE, OH ClIeJIall O4eHb MHOTOE, YTOOBI. .. — s 3aITHYJ1ach, €jBa HE MPU3HABIINCh
B COOCTBEHHBIX UYBCTBAX, YTOOBI 3a0BITh 3Ty OOJIb U HE JaTh MHE YMEPETh OT MPOKJISTOR TOCKH.

— Ouenb TporarenbHo. [Toutn Bepro, — ycMexaeTtcst HeOpe:xHO OH. — [la, ero Thl OLleHIIa 110
JOCTOMHCTBY. A 4ero Tebe He XBaTajlo B HAIIMX OTHOLIEHUSX, DIIIM? — B €ro B3MIsAIE MOJbIXHYIT
THEB U pacTasij COXaJICHUEM.

— Bol nponanu, ocraBuim MeHs. bpocui. MHe HyskHa Obla Ballia IOMOILb, — MPOrOBOPUIIA
sl XpUILIO, YyBCTBY#, KAK SMOLIMU OypJIAT BHYTPH BYJIKAHOM, a IO LIIEKe CKaThIBAETCs ropsivasi ciesa.
Kak e 601bHO BHIETh 3TOT OTCTPAHEHHBIH B3IJISIL, CIIBIIATD KECTKUE CI0BA, OUTHCS B ITY JISASTHYIO
CTEHY.

[MoBucno Momyanue, KOTOpoe OETOHHOM TUTUTOM TaBUJIO Ha TUTedH. § ckasa ApoKaIiye masbibl
B KYyJIaKH.

— Xopouias MOMbITKa, DU, ONpaBIaThCA.
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Jla 0 4ém oH, YEPT BO3bMHU, FTOBOPUT?!
— 3aKoHYNM, — JOIMUBAET OH BHUHO.
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Pacces 3akoHYMIT pa3roBOp U OTCTaBUII OOKAJI.

— l'opaoH Te0st MPOBOIMT, JKJTU, — IIMPOKUM IIIArOM €r0 UMIIePaTOPCKOE BHICOUECTBO HAITPAB-
asiercs K Bbixony. Ocraioch ofHa, TyMalo ¥ CMOTPIO Ha TO MECTO, IJIe OH TOJIBKO YTO CTOsLI, HA CBEp-
KaIOIIMA XpycTaiéM OOKaJI M OTIIEYaToK ero ryo. ..

T'opaoH 1 BIpsIMb NOSIBUIICS OBICTPO.

— IIpomry 3a MHOIA, Jieid, — COXpaHsIET OH BEJIMBBIN TOH. f mpocTo D1y, 3a4eM co MHOU
o0xoasTCs Tak, OynTo s u3 onaropoansix? [leyats HECBOOOIB! TOMY MOATBEPXKICHUE, TTPUHIT 00pa-
II1aeTcs CO MHOM Kak eMy B3aymaetcsi. CMOTpIO Ha 3arisicThe, BSI3b IPEBPATUIIACH B IIPOCTON PUCYHOK,
KaKOW-TO CTPaHHBIN Y30p, OH MOCTABWJI MHE €ro, YTOObI 3aKPhITh BO3BMOXHOCTB MoOera. Ho 3auem
eMy MPHCMATPUBATh 32 MHOM, pa3Be OH JEUCTBUTEIILHO BOJIHYETCs 32 MO0 Oe30macHocTh? Yero oH
JOOMBAaeTCs, 3arajaKa.

[Noxumaro riedamMmu 1 npsiay nevarh Moji Kpaid pyKaBa CBOEro CKPOMHOTO TUIATHSI.

Io nopore BcTpeyvaroTcst CIIyTM, OHA CMOTPSAT HA TOCTHIO KaK Ha HEBEJIOMOTO 3BEpbKa, JII00O0-
MIBITHO M YIWBJIEHHO. [OPIOH BHIBOIUT K JIECTHHUIIE, IIOJJHUMAEMCS T10 Hel, 1 0€30rOBOPOYHO CIIETYI0
1O TISITaM, €CJTU JJaKe TIOMBITAICh OT HEero yoekaTh — MEHsI CXBAaTUT y JBEepel cTpaxa.

JlecTHuIla mMMpoKast ¥ [UIMHHASA, Jake yCTalo, CTYNEeHH! TOKPHITH OOPIOBBIM KOBPOM, U IIary
TOHYT B €ro MATKOCTH. [Ipoiiist eme oiHy HeOOJIBIIIYIO Tajiepelo, Mbl BHIIIUTH B IIPOCTOPHYIO KOMHATY
c 6oJiee aCKETHYHOM MHTEPhEPOM, KAMUHOM U TMBAHOM, KaK IJIaBHBIIA aTpuOyT — yIOOHBIE Kpecia.
37aech MaxJjo NpUSATHO, MPSTHO U TEPIIKO, apoMaT UCTOYAJIO 3eJIEHOE LIMTPYCOBOE AEPEBO BO3JIE OKOH.

— Mauias rocTuHasi TIOKOEB ero BeicouecTBa, — mosicHsietT ['opaon. — Tlonoxaure 371ech, 5
TMIO30BY MPHCITYTY.

Tosbko coOuparch BO3pasuTh, maru [opaoHa ynansorcs, a s 0ecCUIbHO OIMyCKalo TUICUH, He
XO0Uy 3]IeCh HaXOIUThCSI, HO pa3Be KTO-TO MeHs CTaHeT ciymarh. Kak monacts momoii? Hopa Oyner
BOJTHOBaThCA, [lepek gomkeH e€ nmpeaynpeauTh, HO. .. 31ech BCE Uy:Koe U HelpuBbluHOE MHe. O6ep-
HYBIIIUCh, s B3JISIHYJIA HA OKPYKAIOIILYI0 POCKOIIb: 30JI0ThIE JIOCTPbI, KOBPBI C N3bICKAHHBIM OpHa-
MEHTOM, MPaMOpPHBIE CTaTyd — BCE 3TO BHIJABAJIO BEJIMYKE U MOIIb UMIICPUH, OTHUM CJIOBOM —
pockorib. Ho BOT s1 — mipocTasi AeByIika 1 Oy/1y HaXOAUThCS MOJJIe IPUHIIA, KOTOPBIN BJIAICET BCEM
stuM. Kak 310 OyzieT BBIIISIIETh, YTO O HEM OY/IyT TOBOPHTH?

HemHoro otofijist OT epBoro MoTpsiCeHus1, Hadasla qyMath, Kak OTciofia BHIOpathest. Ero Beico-
YeCTBO He MOXKET MEHsI 37IeCh JiepXkaThb poTuB Boiu. Hopa Oblia rpasa, ciienoBasio yexarb u3 bpo-
KOCTa.

A Terepb MepcneKTUBa BHIPUCOBBIBANIACH YAPYYAIOIIasi, CUAETh Y €0 HOT U OOSIThCS €r0 Marth,
KOTOpasi, MEXIy MPOYMM, Cefuac rje-To BO ABOPIC U HABEPHsIKA 3HAaeT 0 MoeM Ipuesjie. M roroBa
MeHsI B yIoOHbI MOMeHT youTbh. Uynecno! [1nan ero BeicodecTBa Tak ceOe. Bipouem, st HM KarneTbKu
HE OIIMOJIACK.

OOpey€HHO B3/IBIXAI0 ¥ IOBOPAYMBAIOCh. MOM TJla3a MIMPOKO PACKPBUIHCH OT YAuBIeHUs. 51
NpUOIM3UIIACh, YTOOBI JTyUllle pacCMOTPETh JieTain. Kapra Obuta upe3BbIYaiiHO MIOAPOOHOM, C MEITh-
YaWUIIMMK HUTSIMU PEK Y TOPHBIX BEPIIHH.

— Ox! — BocxuIEHHO npoctoHaa. [1e-To B iryOuHe qyIm Beera Oblla MeuTa Iy TelecTBO-
BaTh. B ouepraHuM KpyITHBIX MATEPUKOB, B OECKpaHUX BOJIAX 5 Y3HAIO HAIll KOHTUHEHT, HATIOJTHEH-
HBIIl TOpaMU 1 JiecaMu, 03€pamMu U pekamu. Ha kapTte Takxe oTMedasvch Topojia v CTPaHbl, KOTOpPBIE
MHE HUKOT/Ja He ToceThTh. Ho MeHs1 MaHMIM HOBBIE 36MJIM M CTPaHbL. §l BCIOMHWIIA BEJICHPTOHIIA,
TOrO MPOAABIIA, XPAHSAIIETO KaMeHb (POHCeH, DIIbHC HaBEepHSIKA MOObIBAI Be3/ie U MOBUAAT MHOTO,
3TO OBLIO BUHO, BEJIb B €T0 I71a3aX CBOOO/A U JKak/1a HOBBIX TTPUKJTIOUEHUH.

HeoxuaanHo co cTOpOHBI ABEpH MOCIBIIIAJICS IIOPOX, KOTOPBIN MpepBai Mou MeuTanus. O0o-
paYMBaIOCh, CIIBIIA, CIOBHO KTO-TO OYEHb OBICTPO OCKHUT Cpa3y Ha UETBIPEX Jialax, MOCTYKHBast
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KOTOTKaMH O TIapKeT. B MpUOTKpHITYIO ABEph — HAJO0 ke — BOeraer 3Bepék. S u He cpasy MoHsIa,
YTO 3TO coOauka, ofeTasi B CMEIIHON Hapsid. BelocHeKHble YIIKH, TIOXOXHE Ha KOJIOKOJIA, TIOUTH
MOTBUISUTUCH TI0 TIOJY, a KOPOTKHE JIANIKK C MEXOBBIMH ITy(paMu BhITIIsiae M 3abaBHo. [lynens —
BUJIeJIa TTOXOXKHUX Y 3HATHBIX JaM — MoAdeskasa, BIIsIsi XBOCTOM-TIOMIIOHOM, K MOMM HOTaMm, TIOHIO-
XaJja, cena U, MOAHSB IT1a3KU-yTOJbKKM Ha MeHsI, OOJIM3HY/IaCh.

— UYro Tebe naTh, y MEHSI HUYETO M HET C COOOM, — Pa3BOXKY pyKamH Iepeji CBOed HOBOW
3HAKOMOI1.

Cobauka MaxHyJIa JIaKo#, OyaTo noja3biBast. HAaKJIOHSI0CH M TIaXy 1O MATKON YUCTOM MIepPCTH,
a OHa OOJTM3BIBAET MOIO JIAJIOHb IIEPIIABBIM SI3bIKOM, IIeKOTHO. OTKy/a B3slach, Ubsi oHa? Paccen He
yBJIEKAJICs pa3BeJeHUEM MOI0OHBIX MUTOMIIEB, HACKOJIBKO sI TIOMHIO, HO 9TO ObLIO OBl O4eHb 320aBHO.
Cama He TIOH:JIA, KaK TYYH Pa3BesUTUCh U OYITO 3aCUSIIO COTHBIIIKO.

— Y0 310 Ha TeOe, a? — mprcena s U B3sJIa MeJIaIbOH Ha I1iee COOAYKH, OBaJIbHON (POPMBI,
13 OPOH3BI, HA KOTOPOM OblIa OTUEKaHeHa UMITEPAaTOPCKasi KOPOHa.

S moyecana MUJIAIIKY 3a YXOM, Y€pHBIE OYCHUHKH CBEPKAJH JPYKETIOOHO.

— Kak TbI nocmena siBUThCA croga?! — BONPOC MPOH3UTENBHO COTPSC TUILMHY.

C nepenyra BckakvBao Ha Horu. CHHME JIBAWCTBHIE I71a3a HA OJaropoOAHOM SKEHCKOM JIUIE
CBEPKAIOT SIPOCTHIO HA CKPOMHYIO JIEBYIIIKY M3 ITPOCTOTO CEMENCTBA, OLIETIOMIIEHHYIO HEOXKUAAHHBIM
NosIBJIeHNEM umrepatpuiibl. E€ BemuecTBO BHICOKASI M CTaTHAS, JUTMHHYIO IIEI0 YKPAIIAoT Aparo-
LIEHHBIE OXKEpPeJibsi, CBEPKAIOT KAMHHU B TSIKENBIX Cepbrax, a KOPOHA Ha TOJIOBE MPOCTO OCIEIUISET
CBOEH KpacoToi 1 OOraTCTBOM, KaK 1 HAPsI U3 POCKOIITHOM, BHIIIIUTOMN 30JI0THIM Y30POM Map4u OMpIo-
30BOrO 11BeTa. Paccen nmMern ckopee 4yepThl MaTepH, HEKeM UMIIEpATopa, MOPTPETH KOTOPOTo ObLIH
Ha MOHETax.

— OrBevaii! — raeBHO TpeOyeT OHa.

Brsrusaio B rpyap Oosnbliie BO3ayxa, pa3roHss ouerneHeHue. OT 9TOH KEHIIUHBI Pa3IBaJIHCh
BOJIHBI CHUTHI M BilacTomoOusi. HaBepHoe, s 1okHA ObLTa MacTh Ha KOJIGHH M ONPaBaTh CBOIO Jep-
30CTh, YMOJISISI O TIOIIA/IE, HABEPHOE, s JOJKHA ObljIa KPOTKO OIMYCTHTH B3IJISIA U TOJIOBY, HO s HE
chesaga HU TOro, HA APYroro, Mov KOJIEHH MTPOCTO MOJOTHYJIMCH OT CTpaxa, U XOTeJIOCh CPABHATHCS
BOH C TeM JIMBAaHOM, IIPUTBOPUBILIKCH, YTO MEHS 3/1€Ch HET.

— 41 31ech He 1o CBOel BoJie, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, — BHIJABIMBAIO U3 ceOsl, KOCSCh Ha ITy/es,
KOTOpasi BCE elI€ Beceso Ipbiraja BO3JIE MEHs, UTHOPUPYS CTPOTMM TOJIOC CBOEW XO3AMKH, U,
KaXeTcs, 37T UMIIepaTpuIry enié OoJbIie.

— Cupdu, ¢y, npousb ot He€, BOH!

Cupdu nociyianach, MOKOBbUISATA K CBOEH CTPOTrOW XO3sIHKe, CKOJIb3HYB MUMO €€ POCKOII-
HOTO I1IIeiida 11aThs, U BeiOekaia B 1Bepb. [IpoBokaio e€ nevyanbHbM B3rsiioM. bes Cupdu crano
COBCEM He 10 ceOe. YerHeHre ¢ BIACTUTEBbHUIICH, KOTOpasi BOBCE He MoOpe3roBaga MOUM 00I1e-
CTBOM, U 0oJiee TOro, MOCETH/Ia TOCThIO JIMYHO, 3aCTaBUJIO emé Oosbiie BoMHOBaThes. He oxuaana
CTOJIb CKOPO¥ BCTPEUH, M OT CTpaxa Aaxe KoKy MOKaIbiBasio xonogom. Ceituac oHa O30BET CTPaKy,
Y MEHs YBeIOyT, JaayT si/1a, ¥ IPUHI MeHs OoJblie HUKoraa He yBuauT. Kyna xe on nonesasncs? 51
3aHepBHUYAJIA BCEPhE3, MPUTIOMHHAS €T0 CJIOBA.

— 41 He 3Hal0, KaKO# Maruei Thl 00J1a/1aellIb, HaXaliKa, — IEAUT KaKI0e CJIOBO, OypaBsl B3IJIs-
J0OM, — HO pa3 XOuelllb CIIBIIATh MPaBIy — CIIyIIai.

40



B. BoratoBa. «( He)moOumas HeBecTa qpakona. [IpaBo Ha ICTUHHYIO»

19

Kamensb (poHcest, 3T0 Be/ib OH 3acTaBiIseT UMIlEpaTpULly ToBOpUTh? BOT 310 1a, morcTHHE ero
Maruueckas cuia Benuka. Ho mpu uém 31eck uMneparpuia, Wid... Ta HE3HAKOMKA, 4TO MpHUBeESa
MeHs K Hope — oHna?!

Bort Tak “pagocts”, CyOpOKHO OTMATHIBAIO HA3a[| COOBITHS, CITyYMBILIECS 1Ba rojia Ha3azd. He
MIOMHIO €€ COBCEM, U JIBOpELl HE IOMHIO, TOJIbKO NPUBATHbIE CBUAAHMS C IIPUHLIEM B CaJjax, OeceiKkax,
Ha (POHTaHHBIX JBOPAX MOJAJIbIIE OT YyKHX I71a3 — BCE 4TO NMoMHI0. Toraa s Oblia o4apoBaHa ero
BHUMaHHMEM, Mbl CONM3MINCDH, IOTOMY YTO Y€ TOrAa 3apOAnsIach UICTUHHOCTb MEXAYy HAMHU U OHa
NPUTATMBAJIA HAC KaK MarHUTOM. .. Tak, 3To ceifyac He BaxHO. BbITasikuBaio ce0s U3 MpoILIoro.

— IlpocTononuHKa Moji OKHaMM UMIIEPATOPCKOro ABOPLA, 5 3HaJla O TeOe U YAUBJIANACh, Kak
MOXHO OBITh TAKOW JKaJIKOH, BeJJb Y HEro TaKMX, KaK Thl, COTHH, — €CJIM MMIIepaTpHLa XoTeJaa 00u-
I€Th, TO €l 3TO yAABAJIOCh JIETKO, YTO XK, HE CTOMJIO OXHUJaTh, YTO MpaBja OyJeT JIETKOM, TepIH,
Suui. 3aTo MOIy4y OTBETHI.

Mmnepatpuiia oTBepHYyJIach ¥ MpoLLIa YyTh BIEPEL, IOCMOTpEa Ha KapTy Ha cTeHe. B e€ katu-
TAHOBBIX BOJIOCAX CBEPKAJI KEMYYT, a KQXKAbI 1Iar — YyKe MOofIasHUE B MOIO CTOPOHY.

— OH npuHII, HaCeIHUK MpecTosia, OH Oyayllee UMIEpUr, OH HE MOXET BCTpevaThcs ¢ Mpo-
cromoauHkoi. Korga el 310 noiimMéms? S caenana Tak, 4ToObl OH HAaBCErJa BBIYEPKHYJI U3 CBOEH
’KW3HU TeOs U NepecTall CMOTPETh B TBOIO CTOPOHY.

— BbI OBl TPOCTO MOIJIM CKa3aTh MHE 00 9TOM, — OCMEJIMBIIUCH, [IPOrOBOPUJIA Yepe3 CrKMMa-
foliee J10cajlof ropio.

Mmnepatpuiia pa3BopaurBaeTcs.

— 41 Te6s mpexynpesxana, HO Tl YTO-TO JIeMeTana IMpo UCTHHHbBIE YyBCTBA, JTIOOOBb U FOTOB-
HOCTb YeM-TO KepTBoBaTh. [IpaBya, MHe ObUIO TeOsI Kallb, JaXe €CIIU Thl CTAHEIIb CAMOW N30paHHOH,
AyMaelib, y IpHHIA He OyaeT JIoOOBHUII, OKJIOHHHMII, (haBoputok? Vx Oynet mope. Jlyume nobe-
peru cBoé cepuue.

$1 Mopraio, yCUJIEHHO MbITasiCh BCHOMHUTb, HO HUYETO He MOJy4aeTcsi, TyMaH, I'yCTO! U Herpo-
[JIS/IHBIH, HE IyCKaeT MEeHs B COOBITHS, KOTOPble U3MEHIIN MO0 CybOy. 1 He MOMHIO HU €AMHOIO
CJIOBA U3 TOTO, YTO TOBOPUT €€ BEINYECTBO.

— YT0 BHI C/IeNaIM CO MHOM? — JBIITY YacTO U TIIyOOKO.

— DIMKCHUP CIAI0CTPACTHUS M TBOH 3amax CIejiaiy CBOE JIeJIo, C 3araxoM ObUIO CIIOKHEe, IS
9TOr0 MHE IPUIIIOCh B3SITh TBOIO COPOYKY, YTOOBI MOIEIaTh XapaKTePHBIN ISl OIM30CTH apoMar,
6e3 Marum TyT He 000ILIOCh. Be€ 10mkHO OBUIO OBITH PaBIOMOAOOHO. A JTAJIbIIE B TIOCTEb, T7IE ThHI
criasia, MpUILEN MyKuuHa. .. Paccen 3actan te0s ¢ Apyrum.

VHIKeHne NMOoJAHUMAETCA U HAaKPbIBAaeT BOJHOM, TOMUT Ha JHO. [llokupoBaHHas OT yCIbIIIaH-
HOI'0, OTBOPAYMBAIOCh, CRKUMAIO KyJIaKd — by, . [Ipukpeisato Beku, kakou creid. W Paccen
3TO BU/EJ, BUJET MEHS B MOCTEJNM C APYTUM MYXKUMHOM, U MIMEHHO 32 3TO OH HEHaBUAUT MEHS.

— Cama BHMHOBaTa, Thl HE NOCJYyIAa, — B IOJIOCE UMIIEPATPULIbI YMTaeTCA AasieHue. Kak
e MOKHO OBITh TaKkoW OeccepieuHoit? — 3akJIMHAHUS CTEPIU BCe BOCIIOMUHAHUS O TOM, YTO ThI
KOI1a-To OblJTa 3HAKOMA C HMM, C JPAaKOHBMM POAOM. f oTripaBuiia Te0si mojasbIie, YToOb! Ballly Iy TH
HUKOI/Ia HE MePeCeK/INCh, — €€ BBICOYECTBO CMOJIKJIA.

Pa3BopaumnBaiock 1 CMOTPIO 3aTPaBJIEHHBIM 3BEPEM.

— Bbl noHumaete, 4to Bbl caenanu? — MOM Iojioc MEepeXoAuT B LIENOT. — Bbl Mckaieumin
KU3Hb CBOoeMy ChiHY. CTpeMIIHCh K O0JbIoMy OymyIeMy, a B utore ciomaiu ero! OH Beapb Oosblie
HE BCTPETUT UCTUHHYIO.

Nmnieparpuiia 3acMesisiach, a BHyTpY MeHsI OypJIHJI BYJIKaH HErOI0BAHUSI.

— Berperur, ecim 3axouer, — ycnokauBaercs. — [lymaems, Tel enuHcTBeHHas? Her. Omm-
Oaerbes. Tl HE €JMHCTBEHHAS, Y IPAKOHOB MOXET ObITh HECKOJIBKO UCTHHHBIX, yAUBJIEHA?
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Pacrepsanno mopraio. Hopa Beap ropopusia, 4ro 310 HEBO3MOXKHO. Min oHa yero-To He 3Haer?

— HauBHoe nuTs1, — mpopoiikaetr 6e30 BCAKUX SMOLMA. — MHe JIeRCTBUTETBHO TeOs Kalb.
VctuHHas CBA3b MOXKET TIOSIBUTHCSI CHOBA, 9TO BBIOOP, Ha KOTOPBIA KaXIbIA APAKOH UMEET TPaBo.
OTa npuBWIErHs BHIOOPa UCTUHHOCTY JIaHA CUJIBHEHNININM, KaK MoHUMaelb. U To, uto y Teds MeTka
— CIIy4ailfHOCTbh, OHA HE JIOJKHA ObUIA MMOSBUTHCSA Y TeOs, ITO TIPOM3OIIIO TIOTOMY, UYTO MEX/1y BAMH
o0Opa3oBayach CBs3b, W JIMIIL TIOTOMY 4TO Paccesn 3To moxenasi U ero JpakoH BHIOpa B KauecTBe
napsl Te0s1. Tebe MpocTo He ToBe3JIo, He MOBE3JI0, YTO OH 00paTHil Ha TeOsh BHUMaHKeE, He TTOBEe3JIO,
YTO ThbI OKa3aJIaCb pAI0OM. 910 MMPOUCXOOMNT, KOrJa BOBHUKAIOT B3AUMHBIC YyBCTBA4, CUMIIATUA, €CIIU
XOUeIllb, ThI 11 HETO TIOBEPXHOCTHOE yBjIedeHue. [1oatomy coBeTyio TeOe MOKUHYTh JBOPEIL.

HagpepHoe, MHe ciieIoBaJIO MOCTYIIATh €€ U COIIACKTHLCS CO BCEM, YTOOBI He BJIUIHYTH B Sl
OOJIBIITYI0 HEMPUATHOCTh, HO BCE BHYTPH MPOTECTOBAIO. Boru, octaHoBUCH, J1IUTH.

— 3ayeM Tor/a s NoJy4usia mpurialieHue uMIiepaTtopa, eCii 51 He Tak yxk 1ieHHa? A 3HauuT,
B MO€eH KPOBHU TOXKE €CTb Marvus, — MCHS IIOTPAXUBAJIO, HO HE MOIJIa HE 3allIUTHUTDH ce6,q, IMYCTb 4 HE
3HAl0, YTO 3TO 32 Marus, KakoBa e€ MpUpoAa, HO OHA €CTb.

B cunHux razax e€ BeJMuecTBa TPECKaeTCs JIEN paBHOAYIIHNSA, IPOCTh BCE-TaKK MIPOPBaJiach, €€
3pavk¥l CTAHOBSITCS BEPTUKAILHBIMH, HO 51 He OO0I0Ch, ceifuac MHe BCE PaBHO, BeJlb 3TO BCE HeCIpa-
BEIJINBO, KECTOKO U OOJIBHO.

— Ecnum otkpoerns cBo# 1ap, Te0e He BBIKHTb.

— [TOYEMY, Bamie BennuectBo?

OAHOBpPEMEHHO MbI [TIOBOPAUMBAEMCsI B CTOPOHY JIBEPH, UTO HaXOAWUJIach BO3JIe KapThl, MPH-
KpbITas OaJIIaXMHOM, TaM KaOWHeT ero BeicouecTBa. Paccen cMepu MeHsI MOTYAJTUBBIM B3TJISIOM
u obpatuics k Odenu PanBap.

— Tl MEHS1 OYEHDb yaUBUJIA, Mama.
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— Paccen? — Baéprusaet OpoBbIO, BRIpakasi yAUBIEHHE, HO Ha 3TOM Bc€. — YUT0 K, XOpo1o,
YTO ThI BCE CIIBIIIIA.

XOTs B TOCTUHOM NPOCTOPHO, MHE CTAHOBUTCS TECHO, B BO3/1yXE CIYLIAIOTCSH TYUH, U 51 MEXAY
IBYX OTHEH, B MIPSIMOM CMBICTIe cioBa. U, KaxkeTcsi, MHE HY)KHO yIQJIUThCS, HE XOTEIOCh Obl CTaTh
CBUZETEJIEM HaIBUTAIOIIErocsi KOH(IIMKTA, 51 BCETO JIMILb MEI1IKa B 3TOW UTPe, KOTOPYIO IPOCTO BBIKU-
HYJIH, M30aBHITUCH, KaK OT CJIab0ro OeCopoIHOro IIEHKA.

— Ocranbcs, — 3aepkuBaeT Paccen, korga s HO-TUXOMY JIeJIalo MOMBITKY MOKUHYTh TOCTHU-
HYIO.

— He nepxu e€, Paccen, nmycts uaer, — nbitaercs nogiepxarb Mou HamepeHus Odenus u
O/IapUBAET CBOETO ChIHA HEXKHOM YJIBIOKOM: KaK OHA IOMEHSIIAch C €ro NOsIBJIEHUEM, B3IJIs] IPOCUSLI,
TOJIBKO €My He TPOOMTHCS Yepe3 nacMypHble Tyuu Bo B3I e Paccesna ®anBapa, Ha cKysax KOTOpOro
XOZAT XKEJIBAKH, & CUHSAs BEHKa I1071 30JI0TUCTON KOXel Ha BUCKE HAIPAIIACh.

— Yro em€ Th XOTeNa cKa3aTh? — HACTAaUBAET HAa CBOEM BOIIPOCE MPHHLI.

— 3710 BCE, — B3IEpruBaeT TEMHYI0 OpOBb MMIIEpaTpULia, COXPaHss JEASHYI0 HEBO3MYTHU-
MOCTb, OT KOTOPOH Y MEHsI He TepecTaéT Oerath Mexk Iy JONaToK XoJMonoK. — He npuHuMaii 31o Tak
O113K0, BCE yke 1aBHO mpomuuto. OTiycTy eg.

MoruaHue nprHIa KOPOOUT J1ake MEHSI.

— [la, BBl mpaBbl, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, — BHE3AITHO COIVIALIAETCS OH, a 5 OIYCKAI0 B3IVIAA U
0e3bICXOTHO TOHY B pa3odyapoBaHuu. — [Ipoluio MHOro BpeMeHH, a f... — MPOAOJIKAET BIPYT OH.
— ... Tak u ocrajicst UAUOTOM, KOTOPBIM ThI YIIPaBJIsla BCE 3TO BpeMsl.

Odpenust c:xumaet ryosl ¥ TOPIIO MOJTYHT.

— Bonbliie HUKOrIA K Hell He MpUOIMKaics, eciu ¢ DM YTO-HUOYIb CIYYUTCS, BUHOBATa
Oynemb Thl, y TeOs He OyaeT OOJbIlie ChIHA, a Y MEHsI He Oy/IeT MaTepH.

— Paccern, 310 Hepa3yMHO, — IIIeITYeT OHA, MOAHMUMAET PYKY, YTOOBI KOCHYTCS CBOETO ChIHa, HO
JPaKkoH OTBOpaumBaer Juio. — OHa Tebe He Mapa, 3TO HEMBICIMMO, TIPOCTOMIOMHKA U HACTIETHUK
Bpokocra, 6yaymmii iMrepaTop. To BCE paBHO HE MPUBEIIO Obl HU K YEMY XOpOIIIEMY.

— OcraBb Hac.

— Paccen?

— Ocrasb. Hac.

Odpenusa 3amupaer.

— Xopo1110, TOrOBOPUM TNO3Ke, — MPHUIIOTHUMAET NOAOOPOIOK U HAMPABNISETCS] K BBIXOLY,
Jaxe ceiiuac OHa He KeJlaeT IMPU3HABATh CBOI0 BUHY ME€pe] CIHOM.

Hlypira opexaamu, oHa BhIILUIA, HE YIOCTOMB MEHs B3IVIAIOM M HaBEpHSKAa HEHABU/S Bceil
AYLLIOH, CUUTasi MEHs NMOPOXKJIEHUEM Oell MX CEMEWCTBa, OX, KaXeTcs, 51 JEUCTBUTEILHO HE BBINLY
OTCIOZA KUBOM.

Paccen He nBuraercs. TuimHa, IIOpoX BblJOXa B HEH, HAPSKEHHBIM MOBOPOT I1IEN U B3IJISA]
OEe3OHHBIX CHHHUX IJ71a3 €r0 BBICOYECTBA, MOMHBIN OECIOMOILTHOCTH. 3aMupalo U He Apiiry. Ocraéres
TOJIBKO JIOTa/IbIBaThCSl, YTO TBOPUTCS ceiuac B €ro JyIie, oX0kee YTO-TO UCHbITHIBAIO U f1.

— Hy BOT MBI BCE U BBISICHWIN, — MBITAIOCh pa3psAAUTh 0OCTaHOBKY. [1noxas Obuia 3ares,
MIPUHILL OIAPWJI MEHSI XMYPBIM B3[JISAOM.

— IIpoctr, DM, — XPUILIO POM3HOCHUT OH. — $1 caiesan camyio GOJIBIIYIO OMIMOKY 32 BCIO
CBOIO JKU3Hb.

Omnyckaio B3I, TEPAIOCh, OTYASTHHO MBITAsICh HAWTU MOAXOJSAIIME CJIOBA B y30pe Ha KOBpe.
Ho 4ro cka3arh, s He 3Hal0 Bcex AeTajiel TeX. .. COOBITUI.

— 3akJiATue NpoIoIkKaeT JeUCTBOBATh, — PACCYk/al0 BCIyX. — S He NOMHIO MHOTMX MOMEH-
TOB...
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Kt0 OB TOT My)X4KHA, OBLIO JIX YTO-TO MEKIY HaMH? DIUKCUP CIAJOCTPACTHUS AeUCTBOBAI?
U kak panexo st morsa 3aitu?..

Paccen Oyaro untaeT Mou MBICITH, OTBOUT B3IJISI/I, CMOTPUT B OKHO, €TO IJICUW HATIPSIKEHBI, a
JIVILIO CTAHOBUTCS JI0 HEY3HABAEMOCTH OTPEIIEHHBIM, OTIIEUATOK TIOIaBJICHHOCTH M COXKAJICHUS.

— Barrre BricouecTBO, — HapyIaio s MoTdaHue. — Bam He3aueM ceOsi BUHUTD, BHI HE 3HAJIH,
U 4 HE ITIOHUMaAJ1a. ..

OH noBopauMBaeT KO MHE Ir0JI0BY, HO CHOBAa OTBOAMT 33yMUMBBIN B3IVISA.

— MHe crowio ObITh BHUMATENIbHEE. .. — s Jake Ha PACCTOSTHUM YYBCTBYIO €O CMSTEHHE,
KOTOpPOE MOJAHMMAJIO BO MHE TPEBOKHOCTb. U uto Tenepn?
— Baiie BricOuecTBO, — CHOBa OCMENHMBAIOCH $1, BOMpasi B Ipyab Oosbiie Bo3myxa. — Hac

OoJIbIIIe HUUTO HE CBS3BIBAET, BeJb TaK? Tereph s MOry BEpHYThCSI JOMOH ?

Paccen moBopaunBaetcsi, B €ro B3IJIsie UICKpPEHHEE YMBJICHUE, a Y MEHsI IbIXaHHe MepeXBaThl-
BAEeT, BIEPBBIE 51 BUXKY €r0 TAKUM PACTEPSHHBIM U MOJIABJICHHBIM.

— TbI xouenb yiuTu?

Boru, Hy nouemy on cnpammusaer? Ilouemy npocto He ormyctut, He nporoHuT? Ceityac s
Jaske Toxesaia, YTo0bl OH Pa303JIMIICS BHOBb, TaK Obl OBUIO TIpoIiie. Beb y HaC HET HUYEero ooIero,
OoJIbIIIe HET, KPOME TeTia CTOPEBIINX, He YCIIEBIINX OKPEMTHYTh YyBCTB BMECTE C HICTUHHOCTBIO.

BrasnuBato HOrTH B J1afgonHu 10 6omu. Kugaro.

— Memns xaer Hopa, oHa HaBepHsIKa BOJIHYETCS... — O YEM s TOBOPIO, HO YIPSMO H30eraio
Yero-To 0YeHb BaXKHOTO.

OH npubnmxaeTcs Tak ke My4UTEIbHO MEUIEHHO, KaK HapacTaiolasi TOCKa BHYTpU Cepila.
Hy naBaii e, OpicTpee pemmm 310 U paszoiaémcs. M HuKoraa Oombliie He YBUIWMCS, M HUKOTAA
Oonbllie He MPUOIU3UMCS JIPYT K JAPYry, U HUKOraa Oosbire... Kak ke XOoTeaoch KOCHYThCSl 9TUX
YEPHBIX MPsIIEN BOJIOC, MOTTIAAUTD CKYJIBI. . .

— OcraHbcsl CO MHOM, DIUIH, — 3BYYUT MPOCTasi, Majamoiias packajJeHHbIM KaMHEM B IJTy-
OuHy TIpoch0a.

Paccen ucrpITyiomme cMOTpUT B IJIa3a, a sl He MOTY HUYero ¢ coOoH mojenaTh, TOHy B MX TITy-
OuHe, KOTopasi celyac MATKO OKYThIBAeT, HEXKHO, 3a00TJIMBO, KaK TOTAA. .. HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3a]l.

— BpI e BCE crpllany, JaBaiTe BCE 3aKOHYMM, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, — CJIOBA 3Bydar Oy/ITO
CO CTOPOHBI MOJIBOOH.

Moutuanue, TSKENOE, AaBANIEe, MYUUTEIBHOE.

— Hy xopor11o, eciti MOst DITH 3TOTO XOUET. .. — HAKOHEI] OTBEYAET OH, a s He JIBIIITY, CMOTPIO
Ha HEro pacraxHyThIMH IJ1a3aMH U XO04y MPOCTO yOekaTh OT 3TOro rojoca u ma3. OH 6epéT Moo
PYKY, 3aKpBIBA€T 3aISICThe, KOKY IEKOYET, TPEET €ro Ja0Hb, Pa3roHsis Mo TeJTy TEITYI0 MPUSITHYIO
BOJIHY, TOJIOBa KpyXuUTcs. [IpUKychIBaIo Kpaelek ryosl, He X04y, YTOObI 3TO 3aKOHYMIIOCh, STOT MHT.

S, Bc€ KOHYEHO, HAC OOJIbIlie HUYTO He CBsA3bIBaeT. Benp HUuTO xe? [laske ecu s1 OCTaHyCh,
yto Toraa? A Oyay MyduTh Hac 0O0MX, a TaK Y HETO €CTh IIaHC BBIOPATh ISl ceOs1 KOro-TO APYTOro. . .

OH OyATO 3TO YYBCTBYET, CJIBIIIIUT MOW MBICIIM, HEXOTS BBIITYCKAET MOIO PYKY.

— l'oTOBO, — 1IE7IECTUT €TI0 roJI0C COBCEM PAIIOM, a 51 CTAPAIOCh HE BABIXATh FOPSAYMI apoMar
ero KOXH.

3a4eM-To MOTHpPas 3aISICThE C YUCTON OT TMeYaTu KOXeH, MPsSIy BOJIHEHUE KaK MOKHO TITyOxe.

— T'opnoH TeOst TPOBOAUT, — TOBOPUT OH, HE OTBOASI OT MEHS IJ1a3.

— Xopolo, — K1Bal, U30eraio ero B3risjaa.

Vxomu, Duum, npsmo ceitvac, HemeaeHHo. [TpukaspiBaio cede 1 3acTaBisiio cedst OTCTYIHTh.
[ar, emé oguH. He yBrxky ero Oosnbiiie HUKOrAa. EmE mar, HuKoraa.

— DU, — JOTOHSIET €ro ToJIoC U OKYTHIBAET CIIOBHO KPETIKHE TOPSTYre OObATHS.

Sl B3aparuBaio u 060pauNBAaIOCh.
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— DByaymmwmii umnepatop He MMeeT IpaBa Ha OMMOKY, HO 51 e€ JomycTil. Bombie Bcero s
COXaJIeI0, YTO TaK MOCTYMUII ¢ TOOOM, eci Obl MOXKHO OBLIO OOMEHSITh TPOH, YTOOB! BEPHYTh CBOIO
WCTUHHYIO, 51 ObI 9TO cAemall.

Morray, iporyckas yepes ceOst Kak10€ CJIOBO, TONaaloIIee B U TaK HOIIee Ceplie.

— 4 nymaio, BBl OBICTPO BOCCTAHOBUTECH, Ballle BHICOYECTBO. BpeMs jieuuT u... Jeaer Hac
Myzapee. Y Bac emié Bc€ Briepean. M Bbl He caenaere OONbIIe TAKOW OIUOKH.

... Tonpko y*e He cO MHOW.

Ero BbicOYecTBO BHUMATEIHHO CMOTPHUT Ha MEHS, a S MBITAIOCh €T0 3alIOMHHTH, KAXKAYI0 YepTy
€ro JIMIa, 9TOObl HUKOT/Ia yke He 3a0bITh. Pa3BopaunBaioch U BHIXOXKY U3 MaJION FTOCTUHOM.
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MeHs He TONBKO MPOBOAWIM A0 BBIXOIA, HO €IIE U MOAAIM KapeTy, U JI0 AoMa s Joexasa B
Terie U koMmdgopre. Bero jopory aymana o ToOM, 4TO IPOU3O0ILIO BO ABopLe. S naxe He 3aMeTwIIa,
YTO IO LIEKaM CTEeKaloT CJE3bI, TOJIBKO KOTAa MOIbe3kala K IOMY, OHOMHUJIACh, OBICTPO CTEpIIA UX,
TIOITPABUJIA CIOPTYK U BOJIOCHI.

— Bcg, cobepuch, Duumm. Tenepsb Thl CBOOOTHA.

Ha, 310 TaK, TOJBKO YTO JeNaTh C MyCTOTOM BHYTPH ceOst, OyATO M3 MEHs BHIHYJIM KyCOK cepaua?
HeBbiHOCHMBIE OLITyIIEHHS, XOTEIOCh MOCKopee yBuaeTh Hopy u monpocuts nopaepxku. Uto Obl
OBLIO CO MHOM, eciu Obl He oHa?

4l BHIIITA MOA MaaOIMi ¢ HeOa CHer, KapeTa TPOHYJIach, YHOCSICh 0OpaTHO BO JBOpENl, a s
Joiro cMorpena en Beiel. [IpoBoky JIaoHBIO 1O 3aMEP3IIEN BJIAKHOM ILLIEKE, pa3BOPauMBalOCh U
Opelny K mopory.

— Auum!! — BockimkHyna Hopa, octaBisas AIMKK C My3pIpbKaMy JIEKAPCTB, U CIELIHO Hallpa-
BUJIaCh KO MHE. — bory, g1 fymana, Tl He BEpHELIbCA.

Hopa o4yeHs BostHOBas1ach, 0OHMMaJIa, I71a/11j1a MEHsI 1O TOJIOBE, a 51, TOJIBKO ITIOYYBCTBOBAB €€
TIeYo 1 JoOpoTy, paspeianack. IIpocto He ObUIO CHIT cliepKaThes, 51 pa3laBiieHa, HO XyXKe BCero,
sl YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO ClIeJIajla YTO-TO HENPaBWIbHO, TOUHEE, He clesaja To, YTO JOJKHa Oblla, He
CKa3aJia YTO-TO IVIABHOE €TO BBICOYECTBY, U 3TO TSKECTHIO JIEIVIO HA MOM IUIEYH.

HemHoro npunuia B ce0s, korna Hopa 3aBapuiia ycriokauBarolye TpaBbl MEJIMCChl U HAKpbLIa
cTon 1714 yxkuHa. EcTh coBceM He xotenock. U g nmpuHsulach pacckasblBaTh BCE, YTO MPOM30LLIIO BO
JBOPLIE.

— 41 yyBcTBOBasA, YTO 3TO ObLIA HE MPOCTas TOCThsl, — MporoBopuia 6e3panocto Hopa,
KOIZa s 3aKOHYMJIA CBOM HENIONTWH paccka3. — VmMmeparpuiia czienana BCE, YTOOBl YCTPaHUTh
nomexy. Yro aymaenib Jenarh, DUUIM? — UHTEpecyeTcsl OHa, 0OXBAThIBAs JIQJOHSAMHU CBOIO YAILIKY
C OTBApOM.

S noxana rieyamu.

— Temneps 51 cBOOOAHA, Oyay Tak ke moMorarh Tede, BECHOM YCTpOIoCh Ha paboTy, yxe Oyny B
CWJIE, U pacCIIMPUM HalllW TEIUIMALBI, HAKOIUIIO JIEHET, U Mbl OTKPOEM €ILE OIHY JIABKY. A JaJIBIIE. ..
— CHOTBIKAIOCh O MPAuHBIN B3MJISALL JIEKAPKU.

Monuanue, kaxercs, Hopa He coBceM 10BOJIbHA MOMMMU “TPaHIUO3HBIMU TIJIAHAMH.

— KoneuHo, paboTsl moTpedyeTcsi MHOTO, HO s CIIPABIIIOC.

— 3HauuT, pemmia ciarses, — B ronoce Hopel untaiorcss HoTku ropeun. — Permia moxopo-
HUTb CBOW JAp Y KUTb CKYYHOM XKU3HbI0? Pemmmna npourpars nepen uMneparpuuen? Pemmna npe-
nath cBou uyBcTBa K Paccenmy? U monro Tei Oyaeris 6erats OT CyabObl U IPSTAThCs, DIUTN?

Hopa oropommina. Tskko B3/bIXalo, a B TOpJIe BCTAET KOM.

— Jlepek MHe caeial IpeaIoKeHHe. . .

— Jlepek Xopoluii mapeHsb, HO OH He MOIXOOUT TeOe, — OTBEYaeT TaK, OYJTO 3TO caMoe OXKHU-
AaemMoe coObITHeE.

— C ero BeICOYECTBOM HaM He ObITh BMecTe, Hopa, MeTka yHUUTOXeHa, a OH MOXKET BHIOpaTh
ce0e JIpyryio.

Hopa knagér cBoio 1aioHb Ha MOIO ¥ TBEPAO 3aIAIBIBAET B I71a3a.

— A 4T0, eci Thl OTKpPOEIIIb B cede Jap M Takxke 0OpeTetb clocOOHOCTh BHIOMpaTh? Thl Besib
MOKellb ?

51 3ayMBIBaIOCh, XMYPIOCh.

— Ecin nap u ectb, HE yMaio, 4TO OH HACTOJIBKO CHJIBHBIN, — COMHEBAIOCH 1.

K Tomy ixe e€ BenMuecTBO cKaszaiia, 1 He BBKUBY, €CJIM MOIBITAIOCh ET0 pa3BUTh. UT0 OHA MMena
B BUIy?
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Hopa momuur, a s yTOMJIEHHO TOMTHUMAIOCh CO CTYJIA.

— ¢1 oueHp ycrana, ceromHs ObLT CJIOKHBIN JeHb, — KOHCTaTUPYIO S

— XopoI1io, OTIOXHH, DIIUIH, a 3aBTPa MOAyMaid XOPOIIEHKO 000 BCEM.

Vapi6atoch 1 kuBa. Coduparo vammku. Hopa cHOBa cMoryia B30aiaMyTUTh 1yBCTBA M 3APOAUTh
BO MHE OrOHEK HaJexkbpl. YMeeT 310. Ho s yxe Bcé penmia. Benp pernvia sxe?

BoimoxHH, DN,

Korzaa Mel mpubpaniich Ha KyxHe, Bpems yxke ObUIo OJTizKe K TOTYHOUH, 3ACHIEIMCh MBI 3HATHO.
S nopHsmack K cebe HaBepx. Kak ke XOpoIo BHOBb OKa3aThCsl IOMa, B 3TOHM TEIJION CBETION KOM-
Hare. beciryMHO npuOIMKach K OKHY M TPOTalo HOBbIE MOJIOJbIE N3YMPY/IHbIE JTUCTOUYKH JIOKCHPA,
OH pacter ObicTpo. JlIoOytoch. Takol XpyNKuid, a CKOJIBKO CUJIHL. .. [lepeonenach B COpOUKy, paciry-
CTHWJIA BOJIOCHI M HBIPHYJIA TIOJ], 0fes1o. M TOJNBKO MPHKphLTA BEKH, KaK Cpasy yCHYJA.

MHe cHutoch romy6oe HeOo 1 Msirkue oonaka. OHM OMBIBAIOT MO OOCHIE HOTH, AaXke IIIeKOUYT,
C yauBJIeHHEM OOHApYXUBalo ceOsl mapsimei B BO3ayxe, MO0 MHOUM 00JIaYHOe MOpe, ToTpsicatoIiye
BO3/IYIIHBIE 3AMKH, U y MEHSI 32 CITUHOM — OOTu! — caMble HACTOSIIIE KPbUTbsl, KPbUIbS IPAKOHUIIBL.
Onu y MeHs1 HeoObIuHbIe! ByTO BBUIMTHIE M3 30JI0Ta, CBEPKAIOT, OJIECTST U MePEeTMBAIOTCS, OTpaKas
COJTHEYHBI CBET, CJIeTs I71a3a, MEJIKHE YEeITyHKU MePIAIoT, KaK XUAKUE 30JI0Thle KaIlli, PaayKHbIM
cusiHieM. Jlake BO3/Iyxa He XBaTaeT OT BOCXUILEHHUsI U KpacoThl! BOHYIOCh, XaOTUYHO Mallly UMM,
yyBcTBYIO! [TOTOK BO3/1yXa, B3SIBIIMICS HETIOHATHO OTKYAa, COMBAET M OMPOKUAbIBAET. MUP BOKPYT
KPY)XUTCS1, Mallly KPbUTbSIMUA OTUASTHHO, HO HUYETO He BBIXOIMUT, 51 HE MOTY CIIPABUTBCSI M TIPOJIOJIKAIO
najgarh, KyBbIpKasich B Bo3ayxe. CMOTpIO BHU3, Yepe3 MOMyNpo3padHble 00IaKa BUAHEIOTCS 3eJEHbIE
xonmbl. S ceituac pa3oObioch! 3akMyprBaIOCh, TOTOBSICH K CAMOMY CTPAIITHOMY.

Sl meficTBUTENHHO MaAalo Ha YTO-TO MPYKUHUCTOE U CUJIBHOE.

— He Goics, 51 ¢ TOOO#, — CJIBIITY 10 MypaleK KPachBbIiA MEJIOIUYHBIN MYy KCKOH TOJI0C BO3JIE

Paccen?!

HpI/IHL[ B3MAaxXMBacT MOI'ydrMMU IléprIMI/I KpbUIbSAMU W B3MbBIBACT BBLIChH, 4 B MOEM JKUBOTE
HeMeerT.

— IIpoOyii Terepb cama, — Mpe/iaraeT OH CIIOKOWHO.

3acrasiso cBoU KpbUIbSl ABUTATbCA, U, KAXKCTCA, MOJTYydaCTCH. Paccen BBIITYCKACT MCHA. na
3aBHUCAI0 B BO3[yX€, JIOBSI MOTOKU.

— TbI oueHb ciocoOHast, DML, — 0FOOPUTETHHO CBEPKAIOT CHHUE IJ1a3a MPHUHIA, OT KOTOPBIX
MeHs1 OpocaeT B kap. f Buky Paccena moiHocThIo, Ha HEM Y€pHas pacnaxHyTas pyOaika, BUIHbI
3aropesasi Koxa IJIaJIKOi TPy, pa3yiéT CUIIbHBIX KJTIOUHIL U T11es], YEpHbIe OJIeCTSAIIre BOIOCH B30U-
BaeT BO3/yX, MpHUIaBasi emMy JIETKOoe OYapoBaHUeE.

— Cnacu6o, Barie BHICOYECTBO, MHE €IIIE IOJTO YUUThCS, — YbIOAIOCh 51 U 100aBsii0: — Bbl
TOXE He UIETE Ha TIOBO/LY Y CKPOMHOCTH.

[MpuHI yneiOaeTcss CBOEH OCIENUTEIbHON 0e103y00l YIIBIOKOH, OT KOTOPOUM TepeXBaThIBACT
ObIXaHUE, BHE3AITHO OH IIOIJIETAECT KO MHE. ..

— ...Dum, Duum TH emé cruiib?! — ronoc Hopel mpoOuBaercs yepe3 HeOO Kak pacKar
rpoma, COH MI'rHOBCHHO Ta€T, 1 CTOHY, IIbITAACh YXBATUTLCA 3a HETO, BEPHYTH O6paTHO, IMPOOOJIKUTH
STOT HEBOOOPA3UMBIH JKEJIAHHBIH MOJIET BMECTE C YEPHBIM KPBUIATBIM JIPAKOHOM.

— Her, Her, — mienyy, c:kumaio NOAYIIKY, YTKHYBIIUCh B HEE JIUIIOM, BAbIXAI0 IIPUBBIYHBIN
apomar saBaHabl. O0naka pa3Besuich, U 1 HeOOpaTUMO Majalo Ha CBOIO TEIUTYIO IOCTENb.

— By, [lepek npuién, yto emy ckazarb?!

3amupalo, ciylal HECKOJIbKO CEKyH/]] TUIIMHY, YyBCTBYs, KaK I10 TeJly I'YJseT yA0BOIbCTBUE,
napsi HEOOBIKHOBEHHbIE YYBCTBA M OIIYILIEHUE MPUCYTCTBUSI YEPHOKPBUIOTO APAKOHA, €ro JacKalo-
IIyIO CUITY.

— 9TO NPOCTO COH, — N4y 5 ¥ MOJAHMUMAIO TOJI0BY OT MOLYIIKH.
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— 4 ceituac, mycTh MOJOKIET! — HEXOTS OTPHIBAIOCH OT MOJAYIIKH, BCTAI0 HA YETBEPEHBKH,
BBIOMPASICh 32]I0M U3-TIONT Ofiesiia.
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PackpeiBato mkad, nepebuparo XaOTUYHO IUIAThsI, XBaTal OJIeJIHO-3eJIEHOE, HBIPSII0 B HETO U
6epych 3a mETKy. C BoocamMu MPUIILIIOCh TOBO3UTHCS, 3aIUIETAI0 KOCY, PACIycKalo, cooupas Mnpsiau
y JIMIIA, ¥ 3aBA3bIBAIO JICHTOM Ha 3aThUIKE, OCTaBJIssl MENeJbHO-30JI0TUCTbIE JIOKOHBI CTPYUTHCSA IO
iedam. Pyka TsHeTcs K JepeBsHHOM, OOIMMTON OapXxaTom MiKartyJsike. OTKPhIBAIO KPBIIIKY U JOCTAIO
rpo3ib ceper, Kotopble nogapwia Hopa eme nmponuisiM JieToM, 5 elI€ He HaJeBajla UX HU pazy —
CJIMIIKOM KPacUBbIE, C U3YMPYIHbIMU KAMEIIKAMH, CBEPKAIOIIMMU CIIOBHO KAIEJIbKH POCHI.

Bpesaio B Mouky yxa. 3auem? CMOTpIO B OTpaxeHue. ITo BCe U3-3a CHA, OH B30OYIOPaKMI U
OKPBUISIL.

— BuuIM, 3T0 BCEro JIMILb IPOCTO COH, — BBIAEPTMBAI0 CEPbry M BO3BpAILAIO0 B IIKATYIKY,
3aXJIONBIBAIO.

PacrepsHHOCTh B IMa3ax, MIEKH MbUIAIOT, B TpyAu — Toxe. He xody, 4ToObl OH Tak CKOPO
3a0bL1Cs. MBI ¢ Paccesiom BMecTe XOTs OBl BO CHE.

Criyckaroch BHU3 TOJIBKO Yepes nomyaca. Jlepek yxke 3axaaincs, IPpU3HaThes, s He AyMalla, uTo
TocJie BYepalrHero KOH(MIMKTA ¢ PUHIIEM OH nepecTynuT Moii opor. Ho s Oblia pajia ero BUieTb.
U oH mMeHs Toxe.

— 310 Tebe, — MPOTATUBAET 3eJIEHBIN THOKUI cTeOesh C TYTUM OyTOHOM OeJIOi PO3BI.

Hopa yneibaercsi, Opocasi Ha MeHsI 3aMHTEPECOBAHHbIN B3I, $1 ciierka KpacHerw.

— Cnacu60, — npuHUMalo nogapok. [IITopH HeMHOTO OJe/IHBIH, CO cieiamMmu OECCOHHON HOUM
Ha JIALE, HO PaJocTHBIM. OH JEMCTBUTENBHO NIEPEKRUBAIT 3d MEHS.

— Ilorynsaem? — mpejaraert, kenas YeOUHUTbCS, U 1 KuBaw. Ero B3misa 3aaep:xuBaeTcs
Ha MHE, s BCIIOMHMHAIO O €r0 MPEeIJIOKEHUU U MepBOM moueiye. Y Kak ke 3TO MOIJIO BbUIETETh U3
Moeii rosioBel? A ¢ Pacceniom st korna-moo 1esioBaiack? $1 rycTo KpacHelo, 4To 3a HeJleTble MBICIIH
MOCENIAI0T CErOIHs MOIO roJIoBy?!

Jlepek momoraer HaJeTh CIOPTYK, MU Mbl BBIXOAMM Ha MPOTYJIKY. 3HAK0, YTO Y HEro HAKOIU-
JIOCh MHOT'O BOIIPOCOB, M, KOHEYHO, OH HayaJsl X 3aj4aBarh. HekoTopoe Bpemsi Mbl LUK IO YJIUILIE
HECIELIHO, Pa3roBapyBasi, IbllIa MOPO3HBIM BO3AYXOM, CHET XPYCTEJ IOl HOTraMH, a COJIHLIE CJIENTUIIO,
OTpaxasich B OeJM3HE CYyrpoOOB.

— 3ayeM ThI oHaHOOMIACh TTpUHITY? O KakoW MeTKe Thl TOBOpWIIA, DIUM? — 3a1aéT My4a-
IIMe ero BCE 3TO BpeMsl BOIIPOCH, HAMEKU Ha KOTOpBIE 51 IO Cero Mura uzoeraa..

[TpukyceiBaio HIKHIOKL I'y0y, COMBal0 HOCKOM cariora KOM CHera.

— Tsl mpaBaa xo4enib 3HaTh? — HE CMOTPIO Ha HETO, MBITasICh N30€KaTh ITOrO pa3roBopa, HO
Jlepek BOpPYr OCTaHABIMBAETCS U BCTAET NMEPENO MHOM, 3aKPbIBasi TOPOICKOW MEN3ax.

— 4 xouy 3HaTh O TeOe BCE, — ero roJioc CTAHOBUTCS IPOHUKHOBEHHBIM, & B3IJISI/ PEIIUTETh-
HbIM. — TbI 3HaKOMa ¢ npuHUeM? Kak 3710 cityunnocs? M 0 Kakoil MeTke Tbl ToBOpHIia?

B ero razax meckasncs ropsuuM sTHTapeéM TpeBOXKHBIN uHTepec. U, kaxeTcs, y MeHs He ObLIOo
aHca YUTH OT OObsiCHeHHH, JlepeK 3aciyKuil JIydllero OTHOIIEeHHS, OH He cOexas, He CTPYCHI
niepe] ApakoHoM. OH cTajl MHE HAaCTOSILMM JAPYroM U ornopoil. TOJbKO OH OIpeNesIEHHO pacCUUThI-
BaeT Ha 4To-TO OoJiblliee, a 51 He TOTOBA JEJIUTLCS TeM, UTO KacaeTcsl TOJIbKO MEeHsI U MPUHIIA.

— Jlepex... — oOnu3bIBal0 HepBHO TyObl. — He xouy ceiiyac 00 3TOM rOBOPHUTH, BOZMOXKHO,
MO3XKe 5 MOJEJIIOCh, HO HE ceryac... 51 JoMa U 3TOMY OYeHb pajia, — BCE YTO OTBETHJIA.

Jlepek MOIYHT, HO TOTOM COIVIAaCHO KuBaeT. Y Bapyr GepeT MoIo pyKy B CBOIO J1afJ0Hb, C:KUMAET.
Mur koneOaHus1, HO st BCE-TaKM MO3BOJISIO A€PXKaTh MEHs 32 PYKY, B 3TOM HUYEro HeT JIypHOro. Mbl
MPOAOJIKAEM ITYTh.

— U s oveHb paj, 4TO Thl BEpHYJACh, — $I YyBCTBYIO TEILIO €ro pyKH U Marmyeckue Buopa-
[IUH, KOTOPBIE IPOOUPAIOT U OYATO YTSIKENISIOT KACTh, HEOOBIYHO, U 3TOT JKECT TOBOPHJT O MHOTOM —
Jlepeky st He Ge3pa3nuuHa, B ommure ot npuHia. Ho, kak okazanock, u 'y Paccena Obiia mpuynHa.
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Her, Duumm, naxke He oymai onpasasiBaTh ero. K Tomy ke ummneparpuiia HM 3a 4TO He Jayia Obl HaMm
OBbITH BMECTE, OHA HaIlIa Obl IPyroi crnocod M30aBUThCS OT MeHs. S morpy3uiach B MbIC/IH, BCIIO-
muHast Paccena, ero pacrepsiHHbIN U ciioMmyieHHb Buj. OH He oxkuaain. U coxanen. ..

— O yeM THI 1yMaenb? — BMelmBaercs Jepexk.

— O TOM, 4TO CerojiHs CroKOMHO Ha YJIHIIAX, — OTBEYAIO TO, YTO MPUXOJUT HA YM, CMOTPSI Ha
JIBOPHUKA, YTO YHCTHT BHINABIINI CHET y OyJIOYHOM JIABKH.

— [pa3pHuvHbIE THU 3aKOHYIITUCH, — HAallOMUHAET OH. — W Havanmich paboure OyaHM.

W npaBna, s coBcem BbuIeTeNNa U3 putMa. Mbl pasroBapuBaiu ¢ [lepekom, Oonrass 000 BCAKUX
MeJiovax, JIOUUTH JO KOHIIA YJIUIIbI ¥ TOBEPHYIH K TUIOIIA/IH.

— A MHe TyT MOCTYNUJIO OTHO MPEJIOKEHHE. .. — HEOKHUJAHHO 3asBJISIET MOU CITyTHHK.

— Kakoe? — noBopaynBaioch K HEMy.

Jlepek ycMmexaercsi Kpaelikom ryd, eMmy HpaBHTCSI MOM MHTEpec, a MHe — HaOMoaaTh, Kak
MCKPUTCSI CHET B €r0 30JI0THCTO-KAIITAHOBBIX BOJIOCAX.

— MHe npeyioxum padboTy B CIy:KOe Marn4eckoi 0e30MacHOCTH UMITEPHH.

— O! — BOCXMILIEHHO OKPYIJISIIO IJ1a3a.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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