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Yro nenare, ecm Mup B oAuH MUT pyiurtcs? Ha ropoa, KOTOpbI Thl JaBHO
3Haelllb, HANaAAI0T JPAKOHBI, pylIaT JOMa, M HABOAAT CBOU MOPSIKU? A Kak
pearnpoBarb, Korja UMIepaTop ApakOHOB TOBOPUT, YTO 3a0BEBAJI 3TOT MUP,
MOTOMY 4TO MCKaJl UMeHHO TeOs1? UTo nenarh, eciv OoH 30BeT TeOsi B CBO MUD,
HEU3BECTHBIN U OTACHBIN, M TOBOPUT, UTO 0Oe3 TeOs ero cepiiie mpeBpaTUTCs

B KaMeHb ?EleHa He 3HaJla. OIHAKO PUCKHYJIA. U YIILJIa B IPYTOM MUP, TaK Kak
YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO OHA Oe3 Hero Tenepb He cMoxkeT xuTh. Ho, uto naneie? Bee
Oyzet xoporio? A Kak ke MPUBbIKAHUE, HEIOBOILCTBO MPUIBOPHBIX, U OTOHb,
KOTOPBIN HAIOJIHSET BECh STOT MUP, X PAHUT IPU MEPBOM K€ BOZMOKHOCTU?
Jla emie v Bparu XonsT riae-To psAaoM, Beb BCEM U3BECTHO - YMPET UCTUHHAS
napa, yMpeT U UMIIepaTop, ¥ TOrJa ero TPOH MOXXKHO OyZIeT 3aHSITh KOMY-TO
apyromy.Ku3Hp peBpaTuiach B CIUIOIIHOE NPUKIIOYEHNE U BbIKUBAHUE.

Hy, nuuero! IlepeBociuraeM. I ux Moy, ¥ UX BKYCOBbBIE IPECTPACTHS, U
BooOIe! Hano MeHsATh Mup K JyuriieMy. A To pa3Benu TyT... OUeHb Ky Ballix
KOMMEHTAPUEB U JIAUKOB, 3TO OUEHb MOTUBUPYET aABTOPA)

© Tarpaua C., 2025
© Jluther, 2025



C. TarpsHa. «VIcTHHHAS ApakOHa-3aBOEBATENS.»

Coaep:xanue

[Tpousor

I'masa 1

Buzyammzanus. JIuza

I'maBa 2

I'masa 3

I'nmaBa 4

Buzyammzanus: Urauc

I'masa 5

Kownen o3HakomuTeIbHOTO (pparmMeHra.

13
14
22
29
35
36
39



C. TarpsHa. «VIcTHHHAS ApakOHa-3aBOEBATENS.»

IIpoJior

Houb Ha Dp’Taape Bucesna Haj ropogoM, Kak YEpHBIM IU1all. B TpoHHOM 3ajie, OrpOMHOM U
MIOYTH IyCTOM, rOpesiu JIMIIb TpU (pakena y AajbHen creHbl. VX cBer eapa Kacascs nona, Oyaro
00sICS1 TPUOIMBUTLCS K TOMY, KTO CTOSUI y OKHA.

WrHuc He caguics Ha TPOH yXkKe TPETUN MECHLL.

Cnumkom Tskesno ObUIO OLIYINATh €ro Moj co00il — Kak HallOMUHAHMWE O TOM, YTO OH He
IIPOCTO NPaBUTEIIb.

OH — nocneqHUi U3 APEBHETO POJA, Ubsl KU3Hb 3aBUCUT HE OT CHJIBL, a OT CBSA3H.

Ilepen HUM Ha KAaMEHHOM CTOJIE JIEKaJI TIOCJIETHUM OTYET.

«Mup Jlynnsix IleBnoB — Heypmaua. DHepretmueckuid pesoHaHc: 89%. IlonreepixaeHue
Cas31: OTpULIATETIBHOE.

To e 6b110 B OrHennsix Jomnax. B Jlecy 3epkan. B Xpame Berpos.

Kaxnpiii pa3 — noutu. Kaxaplii pa3 — He oHa.

OH npwiioxwui JanoHp K rpyau. [lox koxed, non péopamu — xonoa. He cmeprenbhbiii. Emé
HeT. Ho yxe ommyTumsIi.

KameHns.

MepnsieHHO, HO BEPHO €ro cepille MpeBpaiaioch B OKaMeHeBIylo I1bi0y. CHavama — ApOoXb
B nauibliax. [TIotom — 601k pu KaxaoM B3zioxe. Ternepb — TskecTb, OyATO B IPYIH JIekKal OOSTHICK.

Ecin oH He HalET CBOI0 MCTMHHYIO Mapy JO TOro, KaK CEPALIE CTAHET IOJTHOCTBI0 KAMEHHBIM,
— oH ympéT. He kak repoii. He B 6010. Kak mycrast o6omouka, NoromeHHast CBOeH ke CyThIO.

JBepH 3a1a OTKPBIIMCH. BOIIEN cTapuk B cepbIx ofexaax — xpel u3 OpaeHa 3epkal, mocies-
HHIA, KTO MOT CMOTPETb B IIOTOKH CYJbObI 1 OCTAThCSI B 3PABOM YMe.

— Bame BenmmuecTBo, — ckasall OH, OIIycKasCh Ha KOJIEHO. — I Buzen.

Wrnuc He oOepHyIIcs.

— T'oBopu.

— Bbl nckanm €€ B MUpax Maruu, B CEpALax BOUTENBbHUL, B Xpamax npopouects. Ho ona —

HE TaM.
—I'ne?
— B mupe 6e3 marun. Mup, 1j1e Ayly He OTMEUeHbl pyHaMHU, TJIe SHEPTUsl TeUET CBOOOJIHO,
KakK BeTep.
— Hazonu ero.
— 3emJIs.

Urauc MeyieHHO 0OepHYJICS.

— 3emutd? DTOT NPUMUTUBHBINA MUp? ['1€ Mooy 0 CUX MOP UCTIONB3YIOT KOJIECa U OTOHb Kak
yyno?

— Nmenno. Tam oHa. S Bunen e€ — He U0, HE UM, HO CBeT. TOHKMI, KaK HATh, HO TAaKOU
CUJIbHBIN, UTO OH KOCHYJICS Balllel TeHU. DTO HEBO3MOKHO 6e3 CBs3u.

Honras TUILIMHA.

— Te1 yBepen?

— 4 Buzen, Kak Balle 1amMs JApOrHYJIO, KOraa sl IPOM3HEC BaM 3TU BECTH.

Nranc nocmMoTpen Ha cBOMO JIaoHb. [Ja. B 3TOT MOMEHT BHYTpPHM HEro 4TO-TO IIEBEJIbHYJIOCH.
He 6omb. He rueB. Yto-To apeBHee. Uro-To kuBoe. Cepaiie — Ha MFHOBEHHE — 3a0UJI0Ch Terliee.

— Co30BU COBET, — CKa3aJ OH HU3KO, NoYTH 1enoroM. — [lepenait mpukas Bcem (pioram.
— OH caenan nay3y. — Mbel oTnipaBiisiemcst Ha 3eMITI0.

— Ho, Bame BenuectBo, 310 Hapymaet [IpeBHuii 3akoH! Mbl He BMellMBaeMcsi B MUPBI Oe3
Maru4eckou ocu!
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— A — Urnuc, [Mosenurens [Tnamenu u Teneit. U eciiu Mol mprka3 — 3TO MOUCKH TOU, UTO
MOKET OCTAaHOBUTH MpPEBpAIlEHUE MOET0 cep/ilia B KaMeHb, TO 5 IEPEIuIIly BCE 3aKOHBI.

Kpeu nokyonwics u Bbiien. rauc ocrasncst onuH. OH NOAOIIEN K TPOHY, BIIEPBbIE 32 I0JIT0e
BpeMsI KOCHYJICS €r0 MOJIJIOKOTHUKA — U MPOIIEnTaJT:

— To1 Gombinie He Oyaentb mycThiM. M 1 — Gorbliie He Oyay MEPTBBIM.

3a okHOM, B HeOe Dp’Taapa, Hauanu BcnbIXUBaTh OrHU. Pn0TH coOnpasuck. IlyTh k 3emie
OBbLT OTKPHIT. 1 Bpems1, HaKOHell, MOIILJIO B €r0 TMOJIb3Y.
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I'maBa 1

JoXk b IOCTYKHMBAJI 10 MOJIOKOHHUKY, KaK OyJTO KTO-TO OCTOPOXHO 3BaJl e€. He HacToiumBoO.
He rpy6o. [Tpocto HartomuHas: mopa. Mup xaer.

Jlena otkpsbiia rmaza. TemHOTa 3a TOpamMu ObLIa elllé MJIOTHOM, HO CKBO3b TKaHb MPOOUBAJICS
Cepbli CBET — CBET TAKOI'0 YTPa, KOI/A JEHb HAUMHAETCS HE C SHEPTUM, & C TUILUHBI.

OHa He cnemwmia BcraBaTh. Jlexkana, 4yBCTBYs TEIUIO Ofesia, ClIyllas, Kak Karuld NMajaloT Ha
JICT JIAIIBL 32 OKHOM. OjiHa Karuist — mnay3a — gpyras. Kak merponom. Kak cepaue.

Ha Tym6o0uke — TenedoH, 9KpaH nmotyx. PsjioM — Yarika ¢ OCTHIBIIMM YaeM, HO apoMaT eI
noHocuics 10 Jlensl. U knaura: «botanuka Juis Aymin» — MOTPENaHHas, C 3aKJIQJKOM Ha CTPaHUILIE
PO OPXHUIEHU-3MUMUTHI, paCTEHUS, )KUBYILIAE HA BETBSX, HE KACasCh 3€MJIM.

OHa yMTana e€ Buepa BeYepomM, JIEKa C IPEJIKOU Ha CIIMHE — CIIMHA HbLIa MOCJIE A0JITOTO JTHS
B MarasuHe. Tam ObL10 HanMcaHO: «OHU BBDKUBAIOT HE TIOTOMY, UYTO CUJIbHBL. A MTOTOMY, YTO YMEIOT
CIyIIaTh BeTep». DTOT MOMEHT B KHUIE efl OUeHb MOHPABUIICA, OT YEero OHa Yyibl0anach U 3arHyna
CTPaHMUKY, YTOOBI B JIOOOH MOMEHT TIepEeYHUTaTh U MIOJHATH ce0e HACTPOCHHE.

Jlena Torna yJbIOHY1aCh.

— Hy, — npomenTana, — 51 Toxe He cuibHasg. Ho ciymaro.

OHa cena, NOTsAHYJIACh, ITPOBEJIA PYKOW MO KOPOTKUM KalITAHOBBIM BOJIOCAM, PAaCTPENAHHBIM
cHOM. B kBapTupe maxsio 3eMJIEN, YaeM U CTapbIMU KHUTaMU. 3amnax, KOTopblil oHa Jiioomia. He nyxwu,
He cBeuu. [Ipocto oM, yIOT U Kakoe-TO TeIJIo, KOrja yXakMBaelllb 32 paCTeHUsAMU. JTy aTMochepy
rapMOHUU He NepeIaTh CIIOBAMHU.

[Nopomna k okHy. OTOnBUHY A IITOPY. JIBOP OBLI IMYCT, YTO HE YAUBUTENHHO, BeJlb ceivYac paH-
Hee yTpo. JIIou WK TOIBbKO MPOCKINAIOTCA, KaK OHa, WM Y:Ke yeXasl Ha pa0oTty. JleTckas ruiomaaka
— Mokpas. JJoxp MET BCIO HOUb, U ceifuac He nepectaBal OapabaHnTh, ycriokanBasi. Ckamerika —
3a0pbi3rada. Ha stoil ckameiike JleHa mo6usia mpoBOAUTH TEIIbIE JHU C KHUXKKOM B pykax. Ho numa
CTOsLJIa, KaK BCerJa, C PACKUHYTHIMU BETBSMU, OyITO OOHUMAasa BCE BOKPYT.

Jlena nmpuKoOCHyach K CTEKIy.

— Ilpuger, crapuk, — cka3ana oHa. — TbI Kak?

OHa pasroBapuBaja ¢ JISpeBOM C TeX IOp, KaK CHsiIa 3Ty KBapTupy. He Beiyx, 4toOb cocenu
HE NOAyMaJld, YTO OHa couuia ¢ yMa. Ho MeicneHHo — na. Kaxjaoe yTpo oHa ropopwia ¢ HUM U
YyBCTBOBaJa oTAauy. YTo oH Toke e€ mpuBeTcTBYeT. U kaxapiil pa3 Jlena 3ameuana: ecnu el ObLIO
I'PYCTHO — JIUCThsI BsJTH. Ec/in paocTHO — BETBH UyTh IIEBEIMIUCH, Nake Oe3 Berpa. OHa He 00b-
scHsia 370. [Ipoctro npunumana.

Emgé pa3 norsnysimck, JleHa oTrpaBuUIach Ha KyXHIO U MOCTaBUJIA YAHUK, YTOOBI TIOMUTH
apOMaTHbIM HaIUTOK.

Yaiinuk 3acBucten. OHa HaIWJIa KATMIATOK B (papopoByIO YalllKy — Ty, C CHHUMH BaCUJIbKaMH,
MOJAPOK MaMBl.

«YT0OBI THI MIOMHMJIA, YTO JAaXe B TOPOJIE €CThb IIBEThl», — CKa3aJia OHa TOr/a, MPOBOKas 10Yb
Ha BOK3aJl.

Mawma ymepna Tpu roga Hazaa. C tex nop JleHa nuia yail ToJabKO U3 3Tol Yamku. To m u3-3a
HOCTAJIbI'UH, TO JIM U3-32 TOCKUA. A MOXKET, IOTOMY, YTO XOTeJIa IOMHUATh HAIIOMUHAHUS MAMBI.

[Toka yaii HacTauBaJCs, OHA MPOLLIA K MOJOKOHHUKY.

E€ «opanxepes» 3aHMMasa BCE OKHO: (PUAJIKU B TOPIIOYKAX C TPEIIMHKAMKU — KaxX/J1as C UMe-
HeM: «CuHsish», «[Ibimka», «Badyika». [TanopoTHUK B IJIETEHON KOP3UHE — MOAAPOK OT OBIBIIIETO
MapHs, C KOTOPbIM paccTaylach, MOTOMY YTO OH HE TIOHUMAJI, 3aYeM «yXaKUBaTh 3a TpaBoi». JINMOH
— KPOILIEUHBIH, HO yke ¢ IByMs ryionamu. U opxuness — B 6€710M KepaMHUeCKOM TOpIIIKE.

OHa nojonwia K Her NepPBOM.



C. TarpsHa. «VIcTHHHAS ApakOHa-3aBOEBATENS.»

— Hy uto, neBouka? — mporenTana JleHa, ¢ 3a00toil ocmarpuBast pactenne. — CerogHs
TBOU JICHb.

Opxuges crosiia Tuxo, HO JleHa yyBcTBOBasia: OHa xuBa. He mpocto pacTér, a 4yBCTBYET BCE
1 Bcex BOKpyT. Kak u Bce e€ usersl. Kak 1 oHa cama.

Jlena nonwmiia ux Mo NOPsAKY, TOBOPs KakA0MY Iapy CJOB:

— Teb6e HyxHO OobIne cBeta, CuHss. [TbIIKa, Thl OMSITH HAKJIOHIIACH — XBATUT (DIMPTOBATh
¢ tumoHoM. Babyiika, Tel kak? Be€ nepxumibes?

U, Hakonen, opxuaes.

— Tbl — MO#1 cuIIbHAS.

ITpukocHymack K senecTky. XonoaHslid, ynpyruii. Ho B 3ToT MOMeHT — Aposkb. MaseHbKkas,
ellBa OLIyTUMasi, KaK I1yJIbC.

Jlena 3amepra.

— Yro ¢ To60ii?

Ho nBetok He orBeTr1. TONBKO BAJIO KAUHYJICS, OYATO OT CKBO3HSAKA. A MOXeT, U HeT. Moxer,
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, U IPOXb JIETIECTKA — JIMIIIb TUIOZ pasbirpasiierocst Booopakenus? Kro 3naer?

Yaii Hacrosuics, u JleHa cena 3a croi ¢ vanikoi vasi. [Tocmorpena Ha potorpacduio Ha xono-
IWJIbHUKE — OHAa W MaMa y Mops, JieT jiecsTh Hazan. Obe ynmbibaoTcs. Berep pa3BeBaeT BOJIOCHL.
Toraa BcE ObUTO MpoIiie, M OHU 00€ BBITJISIICIIN CYACTIUBBIMH.

Jlena B3noxuyna. Eif mBagmate Bocemb. JKUBET omHa, padoTaeT B IIBETOYHOM marasuHe. He
3amyxeM. Hukakux rpomkux nooea. Hukakux karactpod. ITpocro sxusnb. Tuxas. CnokoiHas. MHo-
rJa — OJUHOKasl.

WNuoraa ona noBuiia cedst Ha MbICTU: «A BCE? DTO U ecTh BCE?»

Jlena He meurtana o npuHIie Ha O6enoM KoHe. Ho MeuTana o KOM-To, KTO Obl TIOHSUI, TIOUEMY
OHa TUIaveT, Korga ymupaer ¢puanka. KTo Obl He cmesiics, Korjja OHa TOBOPHT C pacTeHusiMU. KTo Obl
MIPOCTO CUJIEJN PSIIOM M MOJIYal, [IOKa OHA CMOTPUT Ha J10K/Ib.

Ho Takux moneii He 6bu10. [0 KpaitHeit Mepe, JleHe Takue He BCTPEYaIHCh.

Boima Mapusi — BepHasi ofpyra, IyMHas, Kak rpo3a, ¥ BoOOIIe HEHTpP MO3UTHBA B KU3HU
Jlensl. Bbun KJIMEHTHI, KOTOPbIE MPOCUIIM «YTO-TO KPAaCUBOE, HO HE BSHET». Bbul ropoa, KOTOphIi
THaJI €€ BIIEPEN, Kak IMOe3/l, a OHA BCE BPeMsl CMOTpesia B OKHO.

Jlena nornumna yaii. [loctaBuna vaiiky B pakOBUHY, TTOMbUIA €€ U TIOCTaBWIa Ha CBOE TMpeKHEe
MECTO, YTOOBI K Beuepy BBICOXJIA.

— Hy 4r0, — cka3ania BCilyx, — IMOeXaJju.

Openach eByIIKa OBICTPO: UKUHCHI, CBUTEP, JETKUI MaKUsIK M KPOCCOBKHU. MIMEHHO B 3TOM
el ObpUTo yIOOHO padoTaTh, U K Bedepy HOTH He TYIEH OT YCTaJIOCTH.

[TpoBepuia, 4To Be3/ie BHIKTIOUMIIA CBET, BBIIIUIA U3 KBAPTUPHI, IPUXBATUB C COOOI OpXUJIEIO,
Y HalpaBWJIach K aBTOOYCHOM ocTaHoBKe. CBOell MaliHbl He Ob10. BripodeM, neByiika He paccTpa-
MBaJach 1o 3Tomy nosoxay. J1ooparscsa-1o HaI0 O PadOTHI U JI0 IOMa.

ABTOOYC, Kak Bceraa, orno3/iai Ha ceMb MUHYT. JIeHa CTosij1a Moj1 KO3BIPHKOM, ITPUKUAMAsT CYMKY
K TPyI, CMOTpelia, Kak IOXIb ObET Mo acaibTy, OCTaBjsAs HA HEM TEMHBIE MATHA, OyATO HEOO
IJIa4eT O YEM-TO, UTO EILE HE TPOU3OIILIO.

— Hy HakoHen-to, — npoOopmMoTasia OHa, KOrja aBToOyC ¢ XPHILIBIM B3I0XOM OCTAHOBHJICS
y OCTaHOBKH.

BHyTpr — mnpuBBIYHAS TOJKYYKA: CTYJEHT C HAyIIHUKaMH, 0aOyIllka ¢ CyMKOH KapTOIIKH,
MY’KYMHA B KOCTIOME, KOTOPBI IBITAJICSI HE KacaTbCsl MOpYy4Hsl. JIeHa BTUCHY/Iach y OKHA, JOCTaja
tenedon. Huuero Hooro. Tonbko HanomuHanue: «CBaapO6a — 16:00. Byket roto».

Ona ynpioHynace. Jliobuna takue 3akasbl. He mpocTo mBeTsl — a Hajiekaa, yIakoBaHHasl B
nenty. Kaxapiii cBageOHbIi OykeT — kak Monutsa: «I1ycts O6yner xoporto. [TycTs mpoaepkuTcs SToT
Opak, Oy/ieT JONTUM U CYACTIIUBBIM>.
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Uepes nsATHaaAuaTh MUHYT JleHa BBIIIIIA HA CBOEW OCTAHOBKE M OYKBAJIBLHO Yepe3 HECKOJbKO
MUHYT yke Oblla Ha CBOEM padodyeM mecte. M He omo3nana! XOTs MpUIIa HEMHOTO TMO3%e, YeM
OOBIYHO.

Marazun «®nopa» HaXOAUJICS B CTAPOM KUPIMYHOM JIOME, Ha IEPBOM 3TaKe, MEKIY alTeKOM
U MeKapHei. BoiBecka — aepeBsHHasl, C pe3HBIMU JIMJIMSIMU TI0 KpasiM, KpacKa cjierka oOmynmuiach.
JIBepb ckpurena, Kak B CTapoM (puibme.

— O, cBer B OKOIIKe! — pazfajics Tojoc W3HyTpU. — 3HAYMT, He cOexana B Yexuio, Kak
obermana!

Mapus cTosijia 3a IPHIABKOM B SIPKO-PO30BOM CBHTEPE, C IIyYKOM Ha MAaKYyIIIKE U TEPMOCOM
B pyke. Eif mox copok, HO BHIIIsiieNia MOJIOKEe — HM3-32 SHEPTUH, KOTOpasi, Ka3ajaochk, Ouia u3 Hee,
KaK BOJa U3 IPOPBAHHOM TPYOBI.

— IlpuBet, — ynbiOHYMachk Jlena. — 51 Ob1 cOexkana, HO ThI JKe He OTITYCTHIIA Obl MOM (DUAJTKH.

— Ara, u npaBwibHO. OHM — €JVHCTBEHHasl IPUYMHA, TI0 KOTOPOW 3TOT MarasuH eue He
npeBparuics B "Ilsatepouxy”.

Onu 0OHSMCHL — OBICTPO, TO-IOMaIIHeMy. Mapusi — Kak crapiias cecTpa, Kotopyio Jlena
BeIOpasia cama. He 1o KpoBH, a o CO3BYYHIO AYIII.

— Hy uT0, ceromHs eHb BEJMKUX Jes? — crpocuia Mapusi, OTKpbIBasi KOPOOKY C yTpeHHeN
MIOCTAaBKOM.

— Hy, ecitu cunTathp, 4TO BEJIMKHUE A€Ia — ITO HE YPOHUTD MHOHBI, TO J1A.

— O, nronbl! — Mapus TeaTpaibHO B3IOXHYJIa. — DTH OAPHIIITHY TPEOYIOT K ceOe YBaKCHUS.
OnHO HenmpaBWIIbHOE CJIOBO — M BAHYT. Kak 51 Ha nuere.

OnHu 3acMmesich, TaK Kak o0e BCIIOMHMJIM, Kak Mapusi Tpu Mecslia Hazaja TBEPIO penia
cecTb Ha aueTry. ToJbKO BOT Yepe3 HellesIio COpBasiach M B UTOre MpHOaBUiIa TPU KIJIOTpaMMa.

JleHa B3siy1a B pyKH OXariky OesbiX po3.

— DTu — 17151 CBabOBI.

— O, cBagpba! — Mapus nmogMUrHy/Ia U sIBHO coOMpasiach CHOBAa HayaTh W3JEBaThCS. —
Moxert, u Tebe mopa?

— 41 ke roBopumIia — s BB/l 3aMY’K, KOTJIa MOM JIUMOH JJACT JECATH IJI0JOB.

— A OH CKOJIBKO J1as1? — CKeNTHUYECKH MOMHTepecoBasiack Mapwsi, MpUNIOIHSB OfiHY OpOBb U
CKPUBUB TyObl B CTpaHHO! ynbIOKe. Kak Obl rOBOps: €II€ He CKOpO, HO 51 JOKAYCh MOMEHTA, KOraa
CMOTY TTOECTb BKYCHOT'O TOPTHKA Ha TBOEW CBajIboOe.

— JIBa.

— Hy, 4epe3 BoceMs JieT OyzieM Ha TBoei cBaapoe. A yxke nmpuaymaia Toct: «3a JleHy, KoTopast
JOXKJIAJ1ach, TMOKa €€ IepeBo co3peeT!»

U cama xe paccmesiachk cBoeit mytke. Bocems Jiet, na? Jlonro ke el saath NpuaeTcs.

— OueHb CMENIHO.

Onu padoranu B put™e: JIeHa — Moua, cocpeIoTOYeHHO, Kak XylIoXKHUK. Mapus — Oonrana,
nia Kode, KOMMEHTHPOBAJIA KaKI0TO MPOXOKETO 32 OKHOM.

— O, cMoTpH, 3TO TOT MapeHb, KOTOPBIA KaXAbI MecsIl MOKyHaeT opxuieio! — ykasana
Mapust Ha TPOXOASIIIIET0 MUMO MY XX4YrHY. HEMHOTO yrpioMoro, B C€poM MaJibTo, C MOHUKIIAMHU TLIe-
YaMu, CTOSUT Y BUTPUHBI, CMOTPEJ Ha [[BETHI.

— OH cHOBa UIET K OBIBIICH? — C TIEYAJIbHBIM U CJIOBHO POMAHTUYHBIM B37I0XOM CIIPOCHJIA
Jlena. Eii O6b110 %ajb MyX4MHY, M OHa HaJeslach, YTo BCE y Hero OyJeT XOpolo.

— Hy a kyna emg? Y Hero Hu apy3eit, H1 x000u. ToibKo 1IBETH M UyBCTBO BHHBL. — Mapust
MoKaJia MyIe4aMy ¥ CHOBA MPUHSIIACH 32 LIBETHI.

— MoxeT, OH ITPOCTO JIOOUT Opxuen? — Mpearnonoxkuia JleHa, Toxe OTBIEKasiCh OT cOo3ep-
[[AHUsI MY)KUYMHBI ¥ TIPUHUMASICh 32 padoTy.

— Jlen, ecnu Obl OH JTIOOUJT OPXUIed — OH OBbI KYITWJI ceOe TOPIIIOK U CUIeNT JIoMa. A OH —
UIET K Hell. DTo He MoOO0Bb K IBeTaM. ITO packasHUe B OyTOHE.
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XoTth Mapust ¥ He TOKa3bIBaJIa ITOTO, OHA TOXe JIIOOWIA 1[BEThl. MHE KaxXeTcs, B TaKyIO IMPO-
deccuio 6e3 oOBM K HUM UATH Hesb3s. OHa Beerna MpuayMbiBaia, Kak Ha3BaTh IMOBOJ MOAAPUTD
uBetsl. K npumepy: «IIpuMupenue B ropiike» Win Kak celdac: «packasiHue B OyToHe». A 4ToO, 3BY-
YUT KPACHUBO U Yallle BCEr0 MEJIOIUYHO.

Jlena yneiOHymach.

— ThI y’kacHa. DTO 3BYUUT, KaK YTO-TO HEMPUJIMYHOE. [laxe MaXHeT oTYasiHUEM.

— Ara. Ho 3at0 310 4ecTHO.

Jlena B3siya ofiHy U3 OEJIBIX PO3 — CaMyI0 KPAaCHBYIO, C IJIOTHBIMHU JIENIECTKaMH, MeplaMmyTpo-
BBIM OJIECKOM.

[Nonoxwna Ha MPUTABOK, YTOOBI OTIOKUTH 1J1s1 OykeTa. M BOpyr — JIenecTKy Hayaal TEMHETh
y KpaéB. MemieHHO, He3aMeTHO [u1d mia3a. Ho oHa nouyBcTBOBasIa.

— CrpanHo, — ckazana (IopucT, TPUITOTHUMAST [IBETOK.

— Yro? — cnpocuina Mapus, 1axe He OTBJIEKasICh OT CBOETO 3aHATHS.

— OHa Obl1a ujleasIbHOM. A Tereps. .. Kak OyATo ycraa.

— Hy, moxer, Tbl Ha He€ aypHO nocMoTpena? — XuxukHyjla Mapusi. — Wi oHa peBHyer
K JIpyruM po3am?

Jlena He orBetnia. OHa TOYHO 3HAJA, YTO MPOMCXOOUT C po30oi. LIBeTh HE MPOCTO yBAAAIOT.
OHu pearupyior.

B marasuH BOIIEN MyX4rHa — B YEPHOM KYPTKE, C HANPsKEHHBIM B3I 10M. Kynuut XpusaH-
TEMBl — YEPHBIE, JJIs NMOXOPOH. ['0BOpHMII pe3ko, He cMoTpes B mia3za. Korna oH Bbimen — JleHa
CHOBA B3IJISIHY/IA HA pPO3Y: OHA MOJHOCTBIO MIOYEPHEIA.

— Bor, — Tuxo0 cka3zana Jlena u ykazasa Ha LIBETOK, JIeXkKalllUid Ha ITPUJIaBKe.

— Yt0? — Ha 3T10T pa3 Mapus Bcé ke nocMoTpelia B CTOPOHY PO3bl, Ha KOTOPYIO yKa3biBaJia
e€ KoJuIera.

— OHa nouyBscTBOBaJIa €ro. — C KakMM-TO BO3MyIlleHHeM oTBeTua JleHa.

— Koro? — Haxmypuia 6poBu Mapusi, He TOHMMasi, O YEM TOBOPUT MOAPYTA.

— Ero 601b. Ero 310cTh. — He oOpainiast BHUMaHMe Ha BOIIPoc Mapuu, poAoJIKUIa TOBOPUTh
Jlena u moxana ryoel. Hy Hago sxe! 3a KakMX-TO HECKOJIKO MUHYT JIOCTHYb TAKOTO COCTOSTHHS !

— JleH, b1 onsTh 3a cBoE? — CKeNnTUYecKu NMoMHTepecoBajlach Mapusi U OTBEpHYJIACh OT
COOECEeTHHUIIBI.

— A He myuy. [IBeTsl — Kak 3x0. OHM HE TOBOPSAT, HO OTBEYAIOT HA YYBCTBA, SMOLIMH, HACTPO-
eHUeE.

Mapus cHOBa MOCMOTpeJIa Ha HeE, IOTOM Ha po3y.

— Hy nmagHo, — ckazaya oHa. — Eciy oHM Takue 4yBCTBUTEJbHbIC, ITYCTh XOTS OBl TIATAT
apeHay. A To Kak-To MHOro noiydaercsi. C KakIpIM MecslieM BcE Oosblne U Oombliie. A mpuobLn
BCE TaK Xke.

Jlena ynbIOHYIaCh, HO BHYTPU — JIETKUI X0s1010K. OHA CHOBA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA 3TO: JJABJICHKE B
BO3/yX€, IPOKb B MaJIbLIaX, OLYHIEHUE, YTO YTO-TO CJIYLIAET. DTO MOPTUIIO HACTPOEHUE U HATHETAJIO
0OCTaHOBKY.

3aKOHYMB OCHOBHYIO YTPEHHIOIO padoTy, JIeHa mocTaia U3 CyMKH TOPIIOK C OpXujaeeid — Ty
caMmylo, U3 JIOMa, 1 MOCTaBUJIa Ha MPUJIABOK.

— 41 e€ cerogus npusesna. Xouy, yToObl OHa ObUIa psAOM. Eif 9TO TOMBKO HA MOJB3Y.

— Twl ¢ Hell Kak ¢ pe6EHKOM, — (bIpkHYIa Mapust. — Ckopo HauHENb NIEJIEHKU CTUPaTh, 1a
COCKY TBITaTbCSI IMXHYTh B CTEOEIb.

Jlena He oTBeTmiia. OHa cMOTpesia Ha IIBETOK. Besiblil, YMCThI, KPACUBBIN U C IPUSATHBIM apo-
maroM. Ho Bapyr — oaun u3 6ytoHOB nporHyi. He ot Berpa. He ot nmpukocHoBenus. Kak Oyaro
BJOXHYII.

— Tol Buzena? — cnpocunia JleHa, nokaspiBasi NaJIblIEM Ha pacTe€HHe, HO MPU 3TOM CMOTPS
Ha MOJpyTy.
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— Yt0? — VY3Ke Kak-TO pa3apaxkEHHO cripocuia Mapus U OTJIOKWIA CBOM JIesia, YTOOBI TIPO-
SICHUTD CUTYAIIUIO.

— OHa... 1IeBeIbHYJIACk.

— O, Jlen, — Mapus 3akatuia riasa, mbiTasch B3siTh CBOU SMOLIUU B pyKu. — OHa ke He
Kkpab. He MoxeT 1ieBenuThesl MPOCTO Tak.

— 4 cepbésno. Ato Ob10. He mpeyBennumBaio u He Bpy. 51 BooOIIe Ha Takoe He criocoOHa. [la
U ¢ (paHTa3Mel y MeHsI TUI0X0, cama 3Haelllb.

— Moxert, ckBO3HAK? — Mapus noxaja rnjiedyamu.

— Her ckBo3HsKa. Be€ 3akpbITO, THI K€ BUIMIIB!

— Hy, moxerT, ona Bmo6ieHa B uMoH? OH Besib y TeOs B KBapTupe octaiics. CKyvaer.

Jlena xotesna MOCIIOPUTH, HO B STOT MOMEHT — BCSI OpaHKepest Ha MPUJIABKe CJIeTKa HAKJIOHU-
Jach B ofiHy cropoHy. Kak 6ynTo Ha Hux noayn Betep. Ho okHa ObUtr 3aKpBITHL, 3T0 OBI 00€ 3Ham. He
pacronaraia rnoroaa K Takomy. BeHtunsuus He padorana Toxe. Tounee, paboTana, HO 3TOro ObUIO
Obl HEZIOCTATOYHO.

O6e 3amonmuanu. [Jaxe Mapus nepecrana myTHUTb.

— JlagHo, — mpolenTana oHa, MoIpasJisis CBOM CBUTEpP. XOTs, M0 (PaKTy, OH CUJE] Ha Her
uieaIbHO. — TO OBIJIO CTPAHHO.

— 41 He BBIIYMBIBaIO, — TUXO CKa3aja JIeHa 1 CHOBa OCMOTpeJIa Ha IIBETOK B TOpIIKe, KOTO-
PBIil cOBCEM HeIaBHO 03a1aunil. — OHU 9yBCTBYIOT. UTO-TO. .. MpUOIMKAETCS.

Jlena 3akoHuMIa 00pe3aTh CTEOIN MMOHOB U MOJNIOXKMJIA HOK HA MPHUJIABOK.

— Hy ut0, — cKa3ana ona, — em¢ yac — ¥ HAYHEM cOOMpaTh OyKeT.

— Ara, a IoTOM $1 IOy U CKakKy keHuxXy: «CMoTpu, He o0aMbIBail IBeTHl, a To JIeHa paccep-
IOUTCS1», — yCMexHyJiace Mapus, otniuBasi Kope U3 TepMOKPYKKHU. 51 €€ B IIyTKy Ha3blBajia Koge-
MaHOM, HO OHa TOYHO He OOMKaslach, TaK Kak yBepsijia: OHa COOMOAaeT BCe HOPMBI!

Onu yneioHymuch. TrummHa. TONBKO THKaHbE CTAphIX YacoB HaJ ABepblo. U mym moxnis 3a
OKHOM.

Ho Bapyr — TtummHa ctana ocodeHHoi, rHerymmei. Joxap crux. [tuisl 3amomuanu. daxe
YIUYHBIA I'yJ — OYy/ITO BBIKJIIOYIJIH.

JleHa nonHsi1a TONIOBY, MBITAsICh TIOHSTh, YTO BOKPYT MPOUCXOANT, U HAXMYpHJIa OpOBH.

— CrpaHHo. ..

— Yro? — Mapus nocmMoTpena Ha Hee.

— Bcé€... 0cTaHOBUIIOCH.

Onu 06e 3amepin. Bo3mayx crait TycThiM, TSOKETBIM, Kak Tiepell TPo30H, TOJBKO 0e3 BeTpa, 6e3
Momaui. [Tpocto — nasenve. CJI0BHO HEOO OIMYCTUIIOCH OJVIKE K 3eMUIe.

— Tol uyBcTBYeIIb? — TpomienTaia JleHa, v cepiie B TpeBOre CTajao OMThCS varrie.

— [Ha... xak OyaTo... B yIax 3BeHUT, — cKasasa Mapusi, Kacasicb BUCKOB. — M cepare. ..
Oynro ObicTpee ObETcsa. bes nmpuunnbl. HeoObsicHnMo, HO dakt! YTto mpoucxoqut?

OHM NONONIIM K BUTPUHE U BHITJISIHYJIM Ha yiuity. Jlionu Toxke octaHoBUIMCH. KTO-TO mOmHSLT
rOJIOBY, BCMaTpHBasich B He00. KT0-TO 3aMep ¢ CyMKOil B pyKe, XBaTasich 3a cepiie. ABTOOYC 3aCThLT
MOCpeU JOPOTH, @ BOTUTEITh BHIIIIET U3 HEr0 U CMOTpeJ B HE0O.

Jlena mpukanach JIOoM K ctekiry. He6o 610 Y€pHBIM. Takum, KaKM ero emié He BUjieia HUKO-
raa. He ot Tyd. OHo norotuino ceeT. CJI0BHO KTO-TO CTEP COJHIIE, KaK JACTUK CTHUPAET IMPOCTOM
KapaH/iall Ha Jiucte Oymaru.

— 3710... 3aTMeHue? — crnpocuiia Mapusi, crapasich pasrisieTb XOTbh YTO-TO.

— Her, — tuxo ckazana Jlena. — 3armeHus He ObIBA€T TaK. .. BHE3AIMHO. DTO YTO-TO APYToe.

N tyr — paszpancsa niyxo, Tuxuil pelk. He cHu3y, He cBepxy. OH CJIOBHO HIEN OTOBCIOLY,
OTKyJa MOXeT BooOIe JOHOCUThCs. Kak OyAaTo cama 3emiisi pOIIOTH/IA 3BYK M Terlepb MEJICHHO
ero orpeiruBaet. Huskuii, BuOpupyiormii. Takoi, 4To 3yObl HBUIH, @ CTEKJIO IPOKAIIO MOJL MAJIbIIAMH.
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Crpax mocTeneHHo HauaJl HapacTaTh, OHaKo JleHa crapanach aepxkarhb cesi B pyKax U He o[-
JaBaThCsl IAHUKE.

— Yro 310?! — BBIIOXHY/Ta Mapusi. DTo ckopee OblT pUTOPUIECKUI BOMPOC, Beb OTBETA HA
HEro HUKTO He 3HaJl, U Mapus 3TO NOHUMAJa.

Ona cxBatuia Jleny 3a pyky. He miyTs, kak 0OBIYHO, M BBIIVISiAENA OYEHb CEPbE3HO. BhuIO
BUJIHO, YTO Mapusi O-HACTOSIIIEMY CTajia OOSAThCS.

Jlena ne otBetmwiia. OHa cMoTpena B HeOO, CTapasiCh pasmisAgeTh XOTh YTO-TO. XOTb KaKOW-
TO HAMEK Ha MpoMCXofsiiee. DTO UTo, KoHell cBeta? Beab AeByilka 4€TKO BUjesa: TaM — 4YTO-TO
JBUTAJIOCh.

CHavana — Kak Toukd. Kak NTHiibl, HO CIMIIKOM OOJIBIINE, CIUIIIKOM Me/IJIEHHbIE, CITUIIKOM
MpaBWIbHBIE B CBOEM TonETe. OHM He Kpy k. OHU CTPEMUTEIIEHO MPHOIIKAIKCH K 3eMite. U atu
NTULB! OBUTH CIIOBHO B cTpoio. Kak apmus.

— 3T10... caMon€ThI? — mporenTaina Mapus, npeamnonaras JOrMuHbi BapuaHT. OJHaKO OH
TOYHO OTMAaAAN, Belb BCE ObUIO HETUIUYHO.

— Her, — ckazana Jlena. — Y camoneroB nipyroit 3Byk. — Cepjile Ha MIHOBEHUE OCTaHO-
BUJIOCH, OT 4ero JleHa nake 3atamna npixaHue. —A 310T... He 3Halo, YTO KOHKPETHO 3TO 3a 3BYK,
OH KHMBOM.

OpnHa u3 ¢uryp BelpBasiach Biepén. PacnipaBuia Kpbuibsi — OrpOMHBIE, YEPHBIE, C TIEpEIIu-
BaMM, KaK y BOPOHa, HO B ThIcsYy pa3 Oosbine. M3 e€ mactu — Benbimka. He orons. O Her! D10
ObLTIO OBl CIIUIIIKOM OaHaIbHO. DTO ObLJIa HACTOSIIIAS ThMA.

Cron6 TeHu, najaoImui Ha 3eMITI0, MyTrajl U 3aBOpakMBajl OHOBPeMeHHO. [1e OH KOoCHYJICS
— 3[1aHKe Ha OKparHe ropoja MpeBpaTUIOCh B MbLIb. TO YTO 3a MOILb Takasi?

— Boxe... — BbIIOXHYIa Mapust. — DTO He MOKET ObITb. . .

Jlena otcrynuna ot ButpuHsbl. E€ ceparie konormiock. He ot crpaxa. Ot y3HaBanusi. Kak Oyaro
YTO-TO ITyOOKO BHYTPH HE€ — OTO3BaIOCh. YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE Oypiuiio B Hel, pogHoe. M BOT 310
yXKe Myrajo Tak CUJIbHO, YTO JEBYIIIKA ObljIa TOTOBA 3a0MThCS B YTOM U THXO TUIAKATh.

Ona ob6epHymacek. Ha npunaBke — opxuzesi. L{BeTok, KOTOpBIT Bech JieHb ObLT O€JIbIM, TeTleph
cusu. Jlenectku — He npocto Apoxaiu. OHU CJIOBHO MyJIbcMpOBaIU. TOHKUI, €/1Ba 3aMETHBIN aJIblii
CBET IPOLIE 10 HUM, KaK TOK. By/ITO IBETOK B/IOXHYJI M UYTO-TO OTBETHMJI, HO He MHe. Ho komy Torna?

Jlena nonoruia K HEMy U CO CTPaXxOM U APOKbIO B pyKax MPUKOCHYJIACh.

— Yro ¢ Tob0ii...?

B stor MOMeHT — HeOo pazopBaiock. He rpomom, He MonHuei. TpemumHou, Kak crekio. 13
He€ BBIPBAJIMCH JECATKU, COTHU OrpoMHbIX TeHer. Kpbuibsa. Kitbiku. I1aza, ropsimue, kak yru. I'yn
cran orymaommm. Jlionu 3akpuyany.

Mapus cxBatuia Jleny 3a pyky:

— bexum!

— Kyna?! — 3akpuyana JleHa, orisiapiBasich ¥ He IOHUMAs1, 4TO TETepsb JeJiarh Janbiie. Ectb
JIX MECTO, TJI€ MOXHO CIIACTUCH OT ITOW HAIlacTu?

— Kyna yrogno! Tonbko nogasneiie ot atoro Mecra! M nogansiue Ot 3THUX... 3TUX... TBAPEU.

Onu 6pocunuck K qeepu. Ho JleHa oOepHynach B mocaeqHuid pa3 Ha opxuelo. Ta crosiia Bcé
310 Bpems Oenasi. Ho Tereps — e€ siernecTku ObLTM OKpallleHbl IO KpasiM B TEMHO-AJIBIN, Kak OyaTo
000X KEHHBIE TJTaMeHeM, KOTOPOTo He ObLIIO.

A B 3TOT MOMEHT — TIe-TO JaJIeKO0, Ha KopaoJie, mapsiieM Mexay MUpaMu, JPAKOH 10 UMEHH
Wravic B310XHYJ U HEPEIIUTEIBHO YIBIOHYIICS, O0SICh CITYTHYTh y1audy, U PUJIOKII JIAJIOHD K TPY/IH.

— Hamén. — ITpormenTa oH, eBa CIbIIIHO.
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Buszyasmzanus. JIuza
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I'maBa 2

He60 B31pOrHys10, 1 OT 3TOTO CepALe He BHIAESPKUBAIIO M COMBATIOCH C pUTMa. DTO OBUT HE TPOM
U JJa)ke He MOJIHUM, KaK MOXHO ObUIO nogiyMarsk. HeGo 03apriioch TpeIuHOM.

Jlena u Mapus 3amepnu y 1Beper MarasuHa, I Beepx. Hag roponom Kpyxuim gpakoHBI.
Onu BoimIAgenM He npocto nyrawouie. O Her! OT ux BUa cepaie CThIIO OT ykKaca.

Hx 6b110 Tpoe. Te, 4To moasereny Tak OJIM3KO0, YTO MX MOKHO OBLJIO XOPOIIIO PACCMOTPETb.

JIBa — 4€pHBbIE, C YellyEH, NEPETUBAIOLIENCS, KaK cMOJIa 1o JIyHOU. OHU Mapuiv Moi4a, ux
KPbUIbsI HE IIIyMeJTH, OyATO BO31LyX uX Oosiics. Tuxue u yerpamaonme. Ho Tpetuii — neasHoi. 1o
ObLJIO Cpa3y BUJIHO, TOJIBKO CKOJIb3HYB B3IJIS1JOM, MOXHO OBLJIO 9TO IOHSATH.

OH ObLT O€JTBIM, KaK 3UMHEE yTPO, € YelIyEi, OT KOTOPOH BesiyIo CTykel. Kpbuibs — mpo3pau-
HbIe, KaK TOPHBIN JIEN, C MPOXMJIKAMU CHHETO cBeTa. [J1a3a — nién, yucThiil u Oe3xanocTHsiil. OH He
MIPOCTO KPYKUJI, 3TO ObLIO BUIHO cpasdy. OH OXOTHIICS.

Jlena mo4yBCTBOBasIa XOJIO, KaK TOJIbKO B3MVIsIHY/Ia Ha Hero. He Betep, He m0oXkap. D10 ObLIa
HACTOsIIAs CTyXa, KOTopast ObET B IPy/b, Kak Kynak. E€ masbipl oHemenn. [IpixaHue cTano 6eibiM
napoM. A Bellb OH Jaxe He CMOTPUT B €€ CTOpOHy! A 4TO OyzeT, eclii OHU BCTPETATCA B3MIAI0M?
Jlena npeBpaTtutcs B b0y Jibaa?

— Cwmorpu! — 3akpuyana Mapus, nokaspelBast B CTOPOHy IIKOiIbl. — Tam... Tam nom! Hane-
10Cb, TaM HUKOTO HeT!

JlensaHou npakoH HaKpEHWICS, CITYCTUIICS HUKE, BBITHYJI LIEI0 U B3IOXHYIL.

W3 ero mactu BRIpBAJICS HE OTOHb. ITO OB CTOJO JIbJIa, OCIEUTEIBHO-0CbIN, C UCKPAIIMUCS
KkpasgMu. OH ynapui B TPEXITAXHBIN IOM Ha OKpavHe — TOT caMbli, rie JIeHa oqHax/Ipl OKymasia
OyJIOUKM B IIEKapHe Ha IEPBOM 3Taxke.

CHauaJia Ka3aJ10Ch, 4TO 10 IOMY MOLUIM TpeluHbl. [1o cTeHaM nonossinm jJegsaHsle KWIbl, Kak
BeHbl. OKHA B30PBAJIMCH B OHO MTHOBEHHE — HE CTEKJIOM, O HeT! DTo ObLia JieSHas bLIb. 3aTeM —
BCE 3[1aHUE CKaJIOCh, OYATO €ro CAABMIIM TMIaHTCKKE Mablibl. Kuprnnam, 6anku, MamHsbl y ogbe3na
— MPEBPATUJIMCH B JIE[. A IOTOM — PACCHITAINCh XPYCTAJIbHBIMUA OCKOJIKAMMU.

Mor11H0, 3aBOpakMBAIOLLE U Y’KACHO OIACHO.

— HET! — 3akpuuana xenumna psagom. — TAM MOA MATb! TAM MO{ MATD!

Ona Opocuack Briepén — HO e€ cOmna Tonma. JleHa Buesna, Kak jKeHIMHA yIajia U Kak e
3aronTaiau. HUKTO He ocraHOBMIICA. BOT Tak 4eJIOBEK B OIMH MM, ITONABLINCH 10 HOTH NIAHUKYIOLIEN
TOJIIIE, YMEP.

ITanuka B30opBaJIach.

Jlioqu Gpocmiiuch B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, Kak 00e3yMeBLINE, U X MOXHO ObUIO MOHATh. Benp
BOKPYT' TBOPHUTCS Kakas-To 4eproBirHa! MyKurHa B KOCTIOME YPOHHJI MopTdens — Oymaru pas-
JIeTeJINCh, HO HUKTO He MOoHsUI. Jla ¥ cMbICia B TOM He ObL10. DT OyMakK HUKOMY HEe TapaHTH-
POBaJIM KHU3Hb IIPU BCTpeue ¢ ApakoHOM. CTapyllKka Ha CKaMENKe BCKOYMIIA, YPOHWIA CYMKY C TIpO-
OyKTaMH, 3aKpryajia YTO-TO Ha HEMOHATHOM SI3bIKE.

— BEI'UTE! — opan myxunna c cenoii 6oponoit. — BEI'MTE, IIOKA HE ITO3JHO!

Kt0-TO magan, kpuyas, Hemisics 3a uyxue pyku. Kro-to 6exas, He I71/s NoJ HOT'U, U HACTy-
najl Ha YbK-TO Majblbl. ABTOOYC 3a0JIOKMPOBAT YIIUILy — BOAWTENb BHICKOUMJI, XBaTasiCh 32 TOJIOBY.
Ero kemnka ynana B JIyKy — OH HE 3aMETHIL

Mapus Buenwiack B JleHy, 3acTaBisis NOIPYry OTOPBAaTbCA OT CO3EPLAHUSA NMaHUKU U BEP-
HYTbCS K HUM camuM. VM Toke Hazo cniacarscs!

— JleH... JleH... 4 He MOT'y... 1 HE MOTY JbIIIATh. ..

E€ nmuno no6eneno. [ma3za — pacmmpens! ot yxaca. OHa Ipoxkana, Kak B JIMXOpaKe.

BnBoém nmaHukoBaTh Helb3sl, MHa4Ye 00e AeBYIIKM NMoruOHyT! Tak urto JleHa, crapasch yHATH
APOXb B HOTaxX, OBICTPO MPHHSLIA pellIeHHe, YTO e UM JIeNIaTh Jablle.
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Jnsa Havasma BTOJKHY/MA Mapuio oOpaTHO B mara3wH. Bcé ke 3mech moka emé 6e30macHo.
OpnHaxo 3a/1epKUBaThCs 3[1€Ch HeNb3sl. KT0 3HaeT, MOKET, ¥ B 3TO 3/1aHUE IPUJIETUT JPAKOHbSI MOILIb.

He obparmast Buumanust Ha Mapuio, JleHa ObICTpo cXBaThjIa CBOH IIBETOK M CHOBA BBHITOJIKAJIA
nozpyry U3 MarasuHa. JleHa cxparuia e€ 3a pyKy, HO TOJIIIa OTTECHWJIA UX JIPYT OT Jpyra.

— Mama! — xpuknyna ona. — JEPKMCb 3A MEH! Ckopee!

Ho ronoc norepsiicst B Kpukax TOJIBI, YTO NAHUKOBAJA, KOrO-TO UCKaJla WJIM IIPOCTO IUIAKaa.

3anax crpaxa Bpe3asics JleHe B HOC. 3amax noTa, MO4H, rapb OT 4ero-To, 4ro He ropeso. Jlena
3aajla HOC, HO 3allax BbeAaJics B KOXKY, HE KeJlasl OTIYCKarh.

3BYK MaHUKH 3aCTaBJIsUI TaHUKOBaTh 1 camy Jleny. He onuH kpuk. D10 Obl1a cuMpOHUS yKaca.
JKeHIMHBI BOIOT, KaK paHeHble 3Bepyu. My XUMHBI OPYT, HE CIIbla camux ceOs. PeOEHOK 1uiavuer, HO
€ro ToJIoC TOHET B OOIIIeM TyJIe.

Jlene kazanock, 4TO 3eMJIsl JPOKUT IO HOraMu. B yimax — 3BOH, Kak mocie B3pbiBa. ['yObI
onemenu. Cepaiie ObETCS TaK, YTO CTAHOBUJIOCH OOJTBHO JBIIIIATS.

A 3atem JleHa nogHsIa 171a3a BBEPX U YBU/IENA, KaK JIEASHOW IpaKOH MOHsUICA Bbilie. Ero nén
WCKpWJICS B TyCKJIOM cBeTe. OH He cMOTpes Ha Toy. [jist Hero oHuM ObLTM MYPaBbsIMH.

— BEI'UTE! — 3akpuyana Jlena, npotajkuBasich CKBO3b JIOJIEH, U BCE K€ CyMesa CXBATUTh
Mapmio 3a pyky. — MAIIA, BET'U!

Ho Tonma cxumanack, Kak Kyaak. M B 3Tom agy — He ObLIO MyTH Ha3al.

— Mama! JEP)KUCb 3A MEHS! — kpuknyna JleHa, nokpemnue cxumasi Mapuio 3a pyky.

[Tanbuer Mapuu CKOJIBb3HYJIM — OHA JpOKaja Tak CWIBHO, YTO JIeHa efBa ynepxkaia e€.

— 4... a1 He Mory... — BbiIOXHY/1a Mapus. E€ ryOsl nocunenu, Oyaro ot xomoga. — Bcé
Kpyxkures. .. JleH, 1 najawo. ..
— He mapnaii! — Jlena pBaHyna e€ Brepen, HACKOIBKO 3TO OBUIO BO3MOKHO, MPOTAIKMBAACH

cKBO3b TONYy. — CMoTpH Ha MeHs1! Tonbko Ha MeHs! bl poBHO, Marka! § e He naHukyio!

Her, Jlena Toxe maHuKOBajia, OMHAKO YTO-TO MOJCKA3BIBAJIO: €CJIM U OHA TMOMJIACTCS ITOMY
YYBCTBY, TO HU OHa, HI Mapusi TOYHO He BBIKUBYT. Vi TOJIA 3aTOMYET, WM JPAKOHBI COXPYT. Tak
4To y JleHsl MPOCTO HE OCTAJIOCh MHOTO BBIXOAA, KPOME KaK B3ATh ceOsl B PYKU M AyMarh, UTO ke
JIeJIaTh JaJIbIlle.

Bort korga Bc€ 310 3aKoHUMTCS, Kora JleHa OyeT B 6e30MacHOCTH, TOT/Ia U MOXKHO Oy/IeT pac-
CIaOUThCS, 3aTTAHUKOBATh, IOKPUYATh U MOIJIAKATh. A ceiuac 9TOro HeJlb3s JOMYCTHUTD!

Mapwus 3akpuydana, Korja 4bs-To CyMKa yaapuiia e€ B Iieyo.

— DBoxe... 6oke... s HE BBIIEPKY... — 3aCTOHaTa Mapus ¥ CHOBA MOYTH OTITYCTHJIA PYKY
JleHsl, OTHAKO Ta He JaJia MOAPYyre COBCEM MepecTaTh COOOpa)aTh, UYTO MIPOUCXOTUT BOKPYT.

— Boigepxumib! — JleHa cxkana e€ pyky o 6omu. — Buauiis Tot nepeysniok ? Tyaa! Tam Tuie!

OnHu Opocuiuch B y3KUI MPOXOA MEXKIY 3AaHUSMH, HO TOJIA CKUMaiach, Kak yaaB. Kro-
TO HacTynui JleHe Ha HOTy — OHa BCKPUKHYJIA, HO HE OCTAHOBWJIaCch. Mapus CIIOTKHYJIACh O Yei-
TO YeMOJIaH, yMaBIINi Ha acalibT, Aa Tak U 3acTbuia. OHA IUIaKasa, OJJHAKO Ha 3eMJIe OCTaBaThCs
Hesb34. Tonma e€ He noskaJieeT, 3a1aBUT !

— BCTABA! — 3akpuyana Jlena, 1épras eé 3a JIOKOTb.

— 41 ve mory! — Mapus pblgana, nblTasich NOAHATHCA. — $ ynana... s He mMory... MeHs
3a1aBAT.

— Mosxems! — JleHa HakJIOHWIACh, BLIEMUBIIMCH B PyKY Noapyru. — Crblumib MeHs ?
MOXEIIb!

Ona BeITaMIa Mariry HaBepx ¥ MoCTaBiIa Ha HOru. Mapus 3armaraiach 1, CIOBHO MTHOBEHHO
JIMIIUBIIXCH CUJI, yniasia Ha Jleny.

— IIpoctH... mpocTH... s Takas cnadasi. ..

— Tot He cnabas! — Jlena nprkaiia e€ K cTeHe, 3aropakuBasi OT Toimbl. — Clymai MeHs.
Hemmm. Boox. .. Bergox. ..
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Mapus xpurena, Kak BHIOpOIIeHHas: Ha Oeper pblda, MbITAsCh BBHINOIHUTH TO, YTO TOBOPHIIA
Jlena, oqHako CHOBa pacIulakasach.

— ... a4 He mory...

— MOJXENIb! — Jlena cxBarmia e€ 3a teur. — Tbl capimminbs MeHsa? Tol He ogHa! 4 ¢
ToOO#! MBI HE MOXeM ceiyac CBAJIUThLCS, IJIAKATh U KAaTh, KOrJa HaC KTo-To cracér. He ycmetor
noripocty. Ham Hano cripsitatbesi, B MeTpo, Hanpumep. Tam riyooko, Tuxo u 6e3onmacHo. Tam Mbl
CMOEM HEMHOTO OTIOXHYTb ¥ pUITH B ceds. [Tonsna?

Mapus B31porayia, OyaTo OuHyJIach.

— JleH... s 6010ch... — ['onoc Mapuu yxe 3Byuas Oojee yBepeHHO, Tak uTo JleHa HeMHOTO
paccnadunach.

Bcé xe npuBesa HEMHOIO B 4yBCTBaA IOAPYTy. MOXET, XOTb HATH CAMOCTOATEIBHO CMOKET. A
Jlena Gyzer MO3rom, TOKa cama OKOHYATeIbHO He pa304apoBaiach BO BCEM M HE MOTepsiia HAeK /Ly
Ha JIy4IlIUI UCXOZ.

— 4 3Ha10, — npoutenrana Jlena. — Ho MBI JOJKHBI MATH.

Onu 6pocunuck ganpiie. Tonma peajiack MUMO, HETUISISICh 32 HUX, KakK MPUIMBHAsS BomHA. KTo-
TO TOJIKHYJ Maiy — oHa KpHKHyJIa, HO JIeHa ycrena cXBaTuTh €€ 3a pyKy.

— Tam! — 3akpuuana Jlena, nokassiBasi Ha jJecTHULY MeTpo. — Buuz! BEXXNM!

— Her... — Mapus 3amenmuiaack, CMOTpsl HA TEMHOTY JIECTHULBI. — TaM... TaM TEMHO. ..

— TemHo, HO 6e30macHO! — JleHa MOTsAHYA TOIPYTY Tyaa, Kyaa v ObUIo HyXHO. B Ge3omac-
HOCTh. — ThI x0uelb ocratbes 3aech? C HUMM?

Jlena HamekHYJ1a Ha JPaKOHOB, KOTOPBIE HUKY/IA HE Jienuch. Mapus orisiHynach. OHM BCE erme
KPYXWJIM HaJl TOPOJOM, CJIOBHO KOIO-TO BBICMATpUBAIU, UCKAJIM. JIeqssHOW ApakoH, BbI3bIBABIINI
y’kac y BCel TOJIIBI, CHOBA B3JJOXHYJI — TI/Ie-TO BJIAJIM «XPYCTHY/I» €ILE OIUH JIOM.

— HET! — Brinoxnyna Mapus. — He xouy!

— Torna BEXKUM! — yxe npuka3zana Jlena nogpyre u notsiHy/1a K METPO.

OHM nOMYaJIMCh K JIECTHUIIE, HO y CAMOTO BXOJ1a TOJINA COMKHY/Ach. Jlioau naBuiM Ipyr Ha
Apyra, Kpuua, rnagas.

— HET! — Mapus BcximiHysna, nelTasich OTCTYNUTh. — 1 He mpouay!

— Tlpoitnemn! — Jlena cxBaruna e€ 3a pyky. — Cwmotpu Ha meHs! Tosbko Ha MeHs!

OHnHa npoToNIKHYJIACh Briepén, TpoTackuBast Mariry 3a coOo¥.

— EmeE 4yTb-uyTh... — menrana Jlena. — EmE 4yTh-4yTh. ..

OHM crycTHIIMCh Ha HECKOJIbKO cTyneHel. Tonma ocraiach HaBepXy — JIIOAU TOJIKAJIUCh, HE
peluasich BOMTU B TEMHOTY.

— MBpl... MBI caenam? — BbIAOXHYJIA Mapus, ocefiast Ha CTYIIEHbKY.

— Iloka ga, — ckazana JleHa, oryckasch psaoM.

Mapus B3si1a €€ 3a pyKy, ckaJja TaK, 4TO KOCTSIIKY MabIeB MOOeIeIH.

— JleH. .. cmacu6o...

— He 3a 4ro, — npomentaia Jlena.

Onu cugenu B TEMHOTE, Cilylllasi KpUKU HaBepxy. Mapusi TUXOHBKO IU1akana, JleHa cmorpena
BBEpX, JIepKa MOIPYTy 3a PYKY.

— Ml BBDKMBEM, — CKa3aJjia OHa.

Mapus KuBHYya, HE OTpbIBas B3VISAA OT €€ JIMLIA.

— Obermaerns?

— Obermman, — ckazaia Jlena.

Ho B e€ rmazax He ObUIO yBEPEHHOCTH, TOJIBKO CTPax M HA/IEK/A, YTO CHJT XBATUT Ha elIe OIUH
iar.

Korna oy Be€ ke perminch U Toke BOILIM B MeTpo, JleHa u Mapus npouuim ganeie. OHu
HEMHOT'0O YCTIOKOMJTUCh U 00€ TMBITAIMCH TIOHSATD, YTO K€ eNaTh JaJIbIe.
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Jlena u Mapus cuzieny B TEeMHOTE METPO, ITPUCIIOHUBIINCH K cTeHe. HaBepXy rpoxoTtany KpukHy,
TOMOT HOT, YbH-TO OTUYasTHHBIE MOJIOBL. Mapus Apoxkana, MpruxaB KOJIEH! K TPYAH.

— JleH... Mbl HE MOXEM 3€Ch OCTAaBaThCA. .. TaM... TaM TEMHO. .. M IAXHET. . . KaK B [IOJBaJIE. ...

— INonoxau, — npomtenrana JleHa, sas BBepx. — [Hait um yirtu. MiHave 3a1aBAT 1 He 3aMe-
TAT.

Ho yepe3 MunyTy paznaiicst MeTaJulnueckuii ckpesxkeT. CBepXy 3axJIONHYINUCh peleTky. Jlioau
3aBBUIH, MBITASICh IPOPBATHCS BHYTPb. A TIe-TO BAJIEKE CIBIIIAJICS OITYIIUTENbHBIN IPOXOT, OYATO
PYXHyJIa CTEHa.

— Onu 6JIOKUPYIOT BXO/BI, — TpoiienTtana Mapusi, Bueruisisch B Jleny. — Mui 3actpsuu!

JleHna Bctana u OBICTPO CTaia coOOpaxarh, UTO ke Ternephb JeiaTh. 3eCh Beb JOIKHBI ObITh
3arnacHele BbIxoapl? Beerga ects!

— Hert. Mu! BblitjieM Apyroii CTOpOHOM.

— Ho tam... Tam onn! — Mapus nokasana Ha TEMHbIA TOHHEb. — Tam em€ crpauHee! Ml
HE MOXeM TOWUTH TyJa.

— Jlyumie, yeMm 371€ch, Tak Kak 3/1€Cb HET BOAbI U €/ibl, — cKa3asa JIeHa u noHazesnach, 4to
Maina cHoBa He Oy/IeT Tak CHIIbHO IMaHUKOBaTh. — [ToiiEMm.

He nmest apyroro BeIOOpa, OHM BCE ke MOILUIM BIIyOb METPO, HACTYNas Ha pa3OpOCaHHBIE
CYMKH, YbU-TO yTABIINME OYKHU U JPYrHe JIUYHbIE BEIIU T€X, KTO POHUK CIOJa.

— JleH... — Mapwus CIOTKHY/Iach O OpOIeHHBIH 30HT. — I He Mory ...

— Mosxemb, — JleHa cxBaTuia e€ 3a pyKy. Moxer, Tak oHa OyJeT 4yBCTBOBATh ce0s yBepeH-

Hee?
OHU HalUIM 3aMTACHOM BBIXOJ — Y3KYIO JIECTHUILY ¢ penieéTkoi. JIeHa TonkHyna e€ — 3anepro.
— Yeépr...
— Hait s1! — Mapus oronsunyna JIeHy B CTOpOHY U yaapuia Kyjlakom 1o pyuke. — Hy ke,
OTKpbIBaiics!

Pemérka 3ackpuriena, HO He MOAIAIACh.

— HET! — Mapus cHoBa 3aruiakana. — Mbl yMpéM 3/1eCh!

C 3TUM TOYHO HAJIO UTO-TO AejaTh. JIeHa He MorJIa BOT TaK OCTaBUTb MOJAPYTY B OTYasIHUU. Tak
YTO pelieHre Hafo MPUHUMATh OBICTPO M YTOOBI HABEPHSIKA CIACIIO UX.

— He ympém, — Jlena ornsinenach, Uiia XoTh YTO-TO, YTO MOMOXKET UM BBIOPATHCS HAPYXKY.
Bpone Kak maru Tonmsl CTHXJIU, TaK 4To, TIO Mjiee, OHU He JOJDKHBI OyAyT CHOBA 3aCTpsTh. — BUauib
T€ BEHTWISLIMOHHBIE PEILIETKU?

Mapus nocMmoTpena Tyzna xe, Kyaa u Jlena, u yBuzena npeaMer pasroBopa. Be€ u Tak Obu1o
MOHATHO — HAJIO JIe3Th UMEHHO Tyja! TaM ecTb BbIXOA, M UM HaJI0 BOCTIOIb30BAThCS.

Jlena nonHsma Mairy Ha 1utedu, 4yToOBl Ta BHIOpasiach MEPBOM M TMOMOIJIA TIOJIPYTe BbUIE3ThH
CJIEJIOM.

— Jless!

— 4 He mory! — kpukHyna Mapwus, BuenuBIIKMCh B JIeHy 1 He jkeJ1ast OTITycKath. [laxe 3axmy-
puiiack, 3a4eM-TO.

— MOJEINIb! — Jlena tonkHya e€ BBepX, U Yy Mapuu He OCTalI0Ch MHOTO BBIXOIA, KpOMe
KaK JIeMCTBUTEJILHO BbUIE3Th HAPYXKY, IJIaya U CTOHAS.

Mapus Brienuiach B pelieTky, mposesiia BHyTpb. JleHa nocieaoBaia 3a Heu.

Onu BBIOpAIMCh Ha YIUIY — 34 3/IaHKeM ObIBIIIEH NieKkapHU. Bo3myx pe3aHyin JIErkue — cMech
JbIMa U 9ero-1o Metayummueckoro. He6o u€pHoe, kak yrosb. [1e-T0 BIaam — XpycT pa3pymaeMoro
noma. XoTs Obl JIEASTHON PAaKOH JaJIeKO, TO yxke ObLJIO XOPOIIIO.

— bricTpee, — npoientana Jlena, TanyB Maiiry 3a pyky. — Jomoit. Tam HeT Tojmbl, U MOR
JOM HaxOJUTCS JAJIEKO OT JIEJSHOIO IpaKoHa.

JleBymiky moOexanu, crapasch 0co60 He HIyMeTh W MPEOoJosieTh PACCTOSHUE MAKCUMAIBHO
obicTpo. Ho oHM He ycrenu caenath M JecAaTH maros. TeHb ynaia Ha HUX CBEpPXY.
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OnHu 00epHYJTUC.

Tpoe.

JIpakoHBI B YEJIOBEUECKOM OOJMKE CTOSIM Y Kpasi pa3pylIeHHON KIyMObl, OyATO BBIPOCIH U3
accasbra. Boicokue, cTaTHbIE, ¥ Jake B TAKOM OOJIMKE BHYIITH CTpax U yxkac. CTOAT HEMOABUKHO,
Kak cratyu. YEpHbIE MUIAIY C AJIBIMU MOAKIAJAKAMU HE KOJIBIXAJIUCh, OYITO BO3/1yX OOsLICS X MOTpe-
BOXKUTb. [J1a3a — 30JI0TUCTHIE, C BEPTUKAJIbHBIMU 3pauykaMy, Kak y Komiek. CepearHa Tpoulpl —
MOJIOJIOM JIPAKOH C YEPHBIMM BOJIOCAMU U IIpaMOM Ha BUcKe. OH cMoTpest psiMo Ha JleHy.

— Croiite, — cka3an oH. ['oj1oc — HU3KMIA, O3 IMOIUIA, KaKk OyATO YUTAJ PUTOBOP.

Mapusi BCXJIUIHYJA, TPYKUMAsACh K cTeHe. Kazanock, 4To oHa MbITaeTcs C Hel CIUThCS, YTOObI
€€ HUKTO HE 3aMETUIL.

— Jlen... JleH... 1 HEe MoOTYy...

E€ naspip! BOWINCH B pyKY NOAPYTH.

Jlena ne orsena B3mAA. OHa He 3HasA, YTO UM TOBOPUTH, HO MIOYEMY-TO UyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO
ornacHocTH HeT. [1o kpaiiHelt Mmepe, Moka 4To.

— MBe1 ugém oMo, — ckazasa oHa. ['onoc aposkai, HO He clioMalcs.

JlpakoH czenan Imar BHepEn, pasmisiipiBas OOEMX NEBYIIEK MPUCTAIBLHBIM B3DIsAAoM. OH
CJIOBHO M3yyaJ UX.

— INouemy He B yOexwuie?

— V Hac Her... — JleHa CIIOTKHYJIaCh Ha MOJTYCJIOBE, HE 3Hasl, CTOMT JIM pacCKasblBaTh O TOM,
KaK OHHM TOJIbKO YTO OTTyAa yOeXkaiu, MOHsB, YTO MX 3arnepid. — Mpbl ipocto pabotayii. Mbl He
3HAEM, YTO MPOUCXOANT.

Mapus 3agpokaia cuibHee, 3acTaBiisis JleHy HepBHUYATH eie OOoJIbIIie U HauaTh MAaHUKOBATb.
Emi€ uyTp-4yTh, ¥ OHA TOXKE COPBETCA.

— [oxanyiicra. .. oTycTuTe HaC... Mbl HUIKOMY HE MEUIAEM. . .

JlpakoH He cMmotpen Ha JleHy. Ero B3misaa CKOJIB3HYI IO TOPIIKY B €€ PyKax, U BIEPBHIC HA
JIMLIE IpaKOHa MOSIBUJIACh KaKasi-TO SMOLUSA: YAUBIICHHUE.

— Yro 310?

Jlena kperue cxkana kepamuky. M kak ToObKO 3a BCE 3TO BpeMsl HE IOTepsiia, He ciioMana?
VinuBuTenbHbl (PaKT, HO TAKOM, KOTOPBIN pagoBal. MBICIb, YTO €€ IIBETOK C HeW, — rpesa AyIly.

— Opxupes, — orBeTuia JIeHa, Tak Kak JpakoH kJ1ajl OTBETA.

— 3auem Hecelb? — CIOKONHO, HO BCE TaK K€ YAUBJIEHHO NOMHTEPECOBAJICS IPAKOH.

— OmHa... BaxHa, — mnporenTaia JleHa, He 3Has, Kak OOBSICHUTH IPUYMHY, IO KOTOPOW He
OCTaBWJIa LIBETOK €ILIE B Mara3uHe U JJ0 CUX MOp HE BBIKMHYJIA.

JIpaKkoH HaKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, KaK OYJTO MPUCTYIIMBASCh K IIBETKY.

— Tlouemy?

— IMoTtomy uTO OHa xMBasi, — ckaszana Jlena. — A s He Opocaio KXHBOe.

TummHa. [lake KpUKY BOAJIEKE CTUXJIN.

W Bapyr, coBepiieHHO HEOXHMIAHHO, JIMAHBI U3 KIyMOBI Y HOT' JPAaKOHOB PBAaHYJHMCh BBEPX.
3enénHble nrynasbia OOBUIM Carlory JpakoHa, OyaTo kuBble. LIBeTh B Ba3oHaX BsJIM Ha Ila3ax —
KpacHble TepaHu Tocepesiu, Oesble po3bl TOKPHUIHCh YEPHBIMU MSITHAMHU.

— Yro 310?! — JIpakoH oTOpsiHyJ, HO He uchyrajics. CKopee 3auHTepecoBaJICs TPOUCXOsI-
IIMM U TeéM, KTO 3T0 Mor cesatb. OH nocmotpen Ha Jleny. — Tol BeI3Basia 9107

— Her! — Jlena orcrynuia, npukumasi Topiiok K rpyau. — 51 He 3Hato, uto npoucxogut! 5
OOBIYHBIN YEJIOBEK, M TAKOTO JIeJIaTh TOYHO He yMelo!

JlpakoH HaKJIOHUJICS K HEW.

— Pacrenus 4yBcTByI0T TeOsi. — OH KOCHYJICS JieriecTka opxuaen. — OcobeHHO — 3To.

Jlena 3aramna gpixanue. ['OpIIOK AporHyi B €€ pykax. JlenecTky BCIbIXHYJINM TEMHO-AJIBIM —
Ha MTHOBEHME, KaK yroJib.

— ¥YXoaurte, — CcKa3aJl JPaKOH.
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— Yt10? — BbIIOXHY/NA Mapusi, BUAMMO, YCJIbIILIAB XOPOIIYI0 HOBOCTh U HEMHOIO YCIIOKOMB-
IHCh.

— He BeixopuTe Ha ynuity. M He Tporaiite pacteHusi. OH mocMoTpesn Ha opxujieio. — OcoOeHHO
— 3Ty.

Jlena He nBUHYIACK.

— Tlouemy?

JpakoH yisIOHYyJICSI — 0€3 pajJoCTH, € XOJIOIOM, CJIOBHO 3aMOPO3UTH MOXKET.

— [loTromMy 4TO OHa 3HaET, IIe THI.

OH pasBepHyics 1 3amiaraji npous. Ero muai He mesnecres. [Ba Ipyrux nocjaeoBajiy 3a HAM,
BCE 9TO BpeMsl CTOSI MOJTYa M ITPOCTO HAOMOAAs 32 HAIIMM JUAJIOTOM.

Mapus cxBatuia Jleny 3a pyky.

— JleH... yto OH U™men B BUAY?

Jlena cmoTpera Ha opxuzeio. JlenecTku myJIbCUPOBAIU, CJIOBHO KUBbIE, OCTABJISIS TEMHO-AJTBIA
cJie]] o KpasiM.

— He 3nai0, — npouenTaia oHa B OTBET, HO BHYTPH — 4TO-TO AporHyso. He crpax, Her, 310
ObLIIO HEUTO MHOE. DTO OOJIBIIE HATIOMUHATIO YeH-TO OTKJIUK.

Berom neBymiku 1oOupanuch A0 goma JleHsl, BBIOUpast camblii KOpOTKHiA myTh. U yxe dyepe3
nomyaca ObUTH Ha MecTe. [IBepb KBapTHPHI 3aKPbUIACh 32 HUIMU C TUXUM IIETYKOM. JleHa mocraBuia
OpXUJIEI0 Ha TOJIOKOHHMK, PYKH JPOXKaaM TaK CHJIBHO, YTO TOPILIOK CTYKHYJICS O JepeBo. Mapus
IIPUCJIOHMJIACh K CTEHE M 3aKpblia JIMLIO JIAJIOHSIMM.

— 4 nymana. .. mymana, Mbl He 1oOepémcsi, — mporienTaia oHa. — OHHM Ke. .. OHU e BUIEN
Hac. Moru youTb, HO BMECTO 3TOTO MPOCTO C HaMu moroBopuin. Kak tak?

Jlena He orBetmna. OHa cmoTpena Ha 1BeToK. beblii, criokoitHblii. Ho 1o kpasim JienecTkoB
— TEMHO-AJIBIA OTTEHOK, KaK OyATO UX OOOXKIIIO.

— Jlen? — Mapus nogusina rojaoBy. — Tbl MEHS CIIBIIIMIIB ?

— Jla, — ckazana Jlena. ['onoc xpuruibnii, OyaTo mocie Kpuka. Beg€, BOT Tereph, KaxeTcs,
MO’HO MOJ/1aThCs NTAHUKE.

— Tbl B nopsiake? — ucnpocusa Mapusi, BHUMATEJIbHO BIUISIIBIBASICH B JIMLIO MOJpPYTE.

— Her, — kopotko u sicHo. 1 B 3TOT ke MOMeHT JleHa THUXO 3ariakaja, BbITycKash Hapyxy
yepes CJIE3Bl TOT CTPaxX M yKac, KOTOpbIe HEJaBHO MEPEKUIa.

Mapwus nofonuia K Hell, IOJOXKWIA pyKy Ha e€ miedo. Tenepb e€ ouepeb ObITh CUITLHOM, TIOJI-
JepKaTb MOJPYTY, Kak Ta MOLAEepKUBaJIa €€ B CaMblil KpDUTUUECKUI MOMEHT, U HE MO1aBaThCs UyB-
crBaM. Haio ObITh ONOpO# U caenath BCE, UTO B e€ cuiiax, 4ToObI MOJIpyra MovyBCcTBOBaa ceOs B
0€30MacHOCTH.

— Canp. Tebs TpscerT.

JleHa cena Ha MOJOKOHHMK, HE OTPbIBAs B3IVISAAA OT OPXUJIEU.

— IMouemy OH ckazall: «OHA 3HAET, IJIe Thi»?

— Kro? Ipakon? — Mapus B3/10XHyJ1a, HE 3Has1, YTO HA ITO OTBETUTh. JIeHe Hellb3s JyMaThb
0 IoXoM. — JIeH, OH u3aeBascs. XOTeNl Halyrarh.

— Her, — Jlena nokavasia rojoBoii. — OH cMoTpesn Ha 1BeTok. Kak Oyaro. .. 3HaJ.

Mapus npucesna psoM.

— Mosxer, 310 u3-3a TOro, 4To TH ero He Opocwma? Thl ke ckazana — He Opocaelllb KUBOE.
Moxet, OH IpOCTO. .. OLIEHMJT?

Jlena nocmotpena Ha He€, ¥ BO B3MIsiie Mapusi Buiena: He BEpUT HU OJHOMY OOBSICHEHHIO.

— Toi Busiena, Kak Jiuansl 0OBUIH ero Horu? Kak mBeTtsl ymupanui? 9To He MPOCTO «OLEHWT».
Tyt 4ro-TO Apyroe.

— Moxer, Tam xumus Kakasg-10? ['a3p1? — Mapust omsITanachk yablOHYThCS, HO TIOTYYHIIOCh
KpuBO. — MOXeT, Mbl BCE COLIIU ¢ yMa?

Jlena He ynbIOHYIACh.
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— Panblie 1BeTH Beera Ha MEHs pearupoBaid. Thl ke NoMHMIIB? Po3a Bsija, €ciy KJIMEeHT
3muiics. [TanopoTHUK pacrpaBJisiics, €M KTO-TO ObUT CUaCTIIMB.

— 9t10 untynnus, Jlen! Tol ke ¢pnopuct! Trl yyBcTBOBaIa SMOLIMY JIIOAEN Yepe3 LIBETHI!

— A ceronHs LBEThl YyBCTBOBAJIM MEHS1, — THUXO cKa3asia Jlena. — OHu 3ammiaim Hac.

Mapus 3amomuana, He 3Hasl, UTO Ha 3TO OTBETUTh. [I0TOM BCTasia M MOIOIIIA K YalHUKY.

— Jagaii yaii. Tl nepeyTOMIIIACD.

Jlena He nBuHYynack ¢ mecta. OHa MPOTSHYJIA PYKY, KOCHYJIACh JIETIECTKA OPXU/IEU. XOJIOAHBIN,
HO IOJ1 NaJIblieM — J1poXkb. TOHKas, eBa OllyTUMas, Kak MyJibC.

Ha, eii Benesm He Tporath opxujeio, Ho JleHa He yaepxanack. M Bejb HUUEro Iyioxoro He Ciy-
YUJIOCh, BEpHO?

— Mam, — npomentana oHa. — [Tocmorpu.

Mapwust oGepHyIach.

— Yro?

— JlenecTku. .. OHU IyJIbCUPYIOT.

— Jlen, — Mapwus nofornia, HaxMypuB OpoBU. — 1o TBOE BooOpaxeHue. OHU ke He BU-
raiorcsl.

— JIpuratorcss, — HactauBana Jlena. — Buauims? Bort. .. ceiiuac.

Ona nokasaia naislieM. Jlenecrok cierka kaunysics. He or BeTpa, He OT IpUKOCHOBEHUS1. DTO
OBLIO YTO-TO UHOE, HeNOHATHOE. OH ABUTAJICS caM II0 cede.

— Moxer, cCKBO3HSIK? — mpeAnonoxuia Mapusi, HO roj0oc JIPOrHyJI.

Jlena He orBetnna. OHa MPUKOCHYJIACh CHOBA, M B 3TOT MOMEHT B I'OJIOBE BCIIBIXHYJIO YTO-TO
crpanHoe. He o6pa3. He romnoc. [Tpocto omrymienue. OHo ObLI0 TEMIIOE, TTyOOKOE, Kak OYATO KTO-TO
OBILLIUT PSIOM, HO B TO K€ BpeMs Iae-To Jajneko. ['ae-To BHe 3Toro mupa.

Ona B371pOrHyJia, OTAEpHYJIa PYKY.

— Yt0? — Mapus yxBaruia e€ 3a 3arscrbe. — YTo caydmiocsh?

— Hwuuero, — JleHa crioTHy/a, He 3Has, Kak 00 9TOM pacckasaTh noapyre. M Tak yxe CTOIBKO
BCETO CIIyYMJIOCh, YTO AJis Mapuu 3T0 yxke OyaeT mpocThiM OpeaoM. — MHe MoKasasioch.

— Jlen, — Mapus nocmotpena et B ra3a. — Tbl Onepnas. laBail Ha kpoBath. Tebe Hago
HEMHOTO IOJIeXKaTh.

— Yepes munyTy, — mporientaia Jlena. — IpocTo... gait MHE MUHYTY.

Mapus B310XHyJ1a, pa3BepHyJIach U BCE ke MolUIa Ha KyxHIo. JleHa octayiack ogHa. OHa rpu-
KOCHYJIaCh K OpXHJIee CHOBA.

— YT0 THI TaKOE? — TIPOIIIENTa/Ia OHA.

Jlenectku mynbcupoBau cuiibHee. TEMHO-aJIbIA pacTeKkascs Mo KpasiM, Kak KpOBb MO BOJIE.

— Tlouemy T cO MHOI? — €€ rosioc apoxai. — [louemy umeHHO 51?

OHa 3akpblia 1a3a, u B teMHoTe — Tervio. He e€. Uyxkoe, HO Kakoe-To 3HAKOMO€E U POJIHOE.

Ona otkpbiia raza. Opxunes cBetunach. THXO, €1Ba 3aMeTHO, Kak OyATO OTBevaa.

— Jlen! — kpukHyna Mapus u3 kyxuu. — Yaii rotoB!

Jlena ne orBetnia. OHa cMOTpeJIa Ha LIBETOK U BIIEPBBIE 32 3TOT JIeHb — HE UCITyTaJlach.

I'ne-To nanexo ot 3emin, B KOCMOCe, T/i€ PeajbHOCTh TOHKA, KaK MayTHHa,

Wrnuc crosn y nopraia. Ero pyka nesxana Ha rpyau. Ceprue — KaMeHb XOIOJHbIN U TSKENbIN,
— BaApyr aporHyjo. He ot 6omu. Ot Teria. OH 3aTal IpIXaHue.

— Bamne BenmuectBo? — rosoc Baittapa 3Byuan uznaseka.

Wrnuc He orBetmn. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO IJIE-TO BHU3Y, Ha 3TOM IPUMUTUBHOMN IJIaHETE, €CTh
«OHa».

Eé crpax.

Eé pemmmocTs.

EE€ cB43b ¢ KM3HBIO, TaKask CUIbHAS, YTO JIaKe PACTCHUSI OTBEYAIA HA €€ JbIXaHHE.

— Omna 371ech, — MpOIIEnTa OH.
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— Kro? — Baiitap Hanpsrcs.

— Mos napa.

— Ho kak? OHa xe 4yesoBeK.

— la. — Urnuc npukpsut rmaza. — U B Heit — JKusnb. Takas cuiibHast, 4To Jaxe pacTeHust
OTBEYAIOT Ha €€ CcTpax.

— 9TO HEBO3MOJKHO.

— HeBo3MOXkHOE — 3TO TO, UTO OCTa€TCsl, Korjga Bc€ ocTajibHOe ucue3aer. — OH OTKPbLI
m1a3a. Bamian Oonblie HarroMuHag crajis. — Haigure e€.

— Ho BbI camu ckazaim — He TporaTh.

— 4 ckazan — He Tporatk. — OH yJABIOHYJICS, HO B YJIBIOKE — HE TeIIO, a PeITMMOCTh, —
4 He ckazall — He UCKaTbh.
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I'nmaBa 3

VYTpo nocine BTop:keHUs He MOXoauiio Ha yTpo. OHo Obuto TéMHBIM. He ot Tyu. He ot apiMa.
Ort Tenel, napsmux Hag ropogoM. HeGo He cBeTieno, OHO 3a/1bIXajioch MO 4y KUM MPUCYTCTBUEM U
HarHeTaso 1 6e3 TOro TSIKEMTYI0 0OCTaHOBKY BOKPYT.

JleHa BBIIAAHYJA B OKHO. YJMIQA, Ife €IE BYepa TyJsIM JETH, TEHEephb Jiexkana MEPTBOU.
AcanbT MOKPHIT TPEIIMHAME, KaK Oy/ITO 110 HEMY IPOLUIMCh TUTAHTCKUMU KOrTsMu. ['ae-To Baanu
ABIMSITCS OCTATKHU 3/1aHMsI, PA3PYIIEHHOTO JIeISTHBIM ApakoHOM. He 00JIOMKY ABIMIIIHCD, a JIeisTHas
IbUIb, MEJUIEHHO TAIOWIAs 110 HENOHATHBIM COJIHIIEM, COBCEM HE SIPKMM U HE COTPEBAIOLIVIM.

Mo mopore uayTt narpyau. 1o OBUIM HE JIIOAW, XOTsI BHEIIIHE OYeHb TOXOXKH. DTO JIPaKOHbI B
yesoBeueckoM oOmuke. [llar — putrmMuuHble, Kak MeTpoHOM. Kask/iblil 11ar cJI0BHO IIIyXoM yaap, OT
KOTOPOTO JIPOKUT CTEKJIO M HEPBBI TeX, KTO 3a HUMU HaOmoaaer. VX ruialy — 4Y€pHble, C aJIbIMU
MOIKJIIKaMH. DTO OOJIbIIIe HATOMUHAJIO UX BOEHHYIO (hopMy.

— Buaumis? — npomenrana Jlena, cxumast MOAJOKOHHUK. — OHM 00XOZAT BCE MO Y/IULAM.
Buepa Ob110 TpH aTpyis... CErogHs UX JIecATKU. Bce ocMaTpuBaloT, Kak KOPIIYHBI.

Mapwus moponia K OKHY, OCTOPOXHO, Kak OyaTo 6osiiack, 4to e€ 3amersT. M 3T onaceHus
OBbUTM HE HAIIPACHBI, BeJb OHM 3aIJIsSABIBAIN B OKHA U YTO-TO 3aITUCHIBATIMA B OJIOKHOTHI.

— MoxeT, OHM TIPOCTO. .. yCcTaHaBIMBAIOT NopAAoK? Kak nocne yparana? Beayt yuér monen,
OLICHMBAIOT Pa3pyILEHUs U CPEJICTBA, KOTOpble HEOOXOAMMO MOTPATUTh Ha BoccTaHoBJeHHue. — [Ipen-
nosioxusiaa Mapus U cama ke MoHaJesulach, YTo Jejia 0OCTOSAT UMEHHO Tak.

— Her, — Jlena nokavasa ronoBos. — OHU MILYT KOTrO-TO.

OHa Bclo HOYb He MOTJIa 3a0BITh CJIOB ""OHa 3HaeT, rae Thl'". M pasmbiiuisuia Hag 3TUM. Tak 4to
TOYHO ObLJIa YBEPEHa, YTO 3TO HE IMPOCTON OCMOTP YJIMILI.

— Koro? — Mapwus nonsiTanack yiaslOHyThCsl. HaBepHOe, oHa Toke MoHMMaa, Koro UMEHHO
UILYT JAPaKOHBI, OJHAKO XOTeJIa MoAAepKaTh JIeHy 1 JaTh el Haie Ky Ha JIydIlnni ucxod. — Moxer,
TOr'O IapH#, KOTOPBIM KaX bl MeCAL] OKynas opxuaen? Bapyr oH Toxe npakon? IIpuHi, kotoporo
XOTAT MOCAJUTh Ha TPOH, & OH CKPBIBAETCS Ha 3eMIIE.

Jlena ne ynpIOHYIach. Kak MOKHO HIyTHTH B Tako# cutyannu? Hactpoenus Ha 4To-To momoo-
HOE HET, ¥ ObITh He MOKET. MUp B OIMH MUT M3MEHMJICS, U YTO OyZIeT aJibliie — HEU3BECTHO.

— OHu uiyT MeHs, — BCE K€ 03By4YWJIa CBOM MbICIH JIeHa, Tak Kak MCKPEHHE CUMTaJIa, YTO
3TO MpaBJa.

— Jlen, nepecranb, — Mapus nosoxuia pyKy Ha €€ miedo. — Thl ke ciIpliaa, 4To cKasall
TOT ipakoH: «He BbIxoauTe Ha yauiy. M He Tporaiite pacteHus». 1o odliee npeaynpesxkaeHue. s
Bcex. He TonbKo 11 Hac, Beap Mbl He 0cOOEHHBIE. MBI caMble OOBIYHBIE, TOHUMAEIIh?

— Her. — Jlena nocmorpena Ha opxuzew. JlenecTku myabcupoBaiv cuiibHee. TEMHO-asbii
pacrekaiicsl, Kak KpoBb. PacTeHHe CJIOBHO 4TO-TO MBITAIOCh CKa3aTh, HO 4TO KOHKpeTHO? i JleHsl
3TO OCTaJIOCh 3aragkoil. — OH cka3zair: «OHa 3HaeT, TIIe ThI».

— Moxer, oH umen B Buny ropoa? Tuma... «oHa» — 310 3emia? — Mapus nomneitanach
IHIyTHTh, HO ToJIoc APOrHy:1. [Ipo3Bydano coBceM He yOeAUTENBHO.

— He Bpu cebe, — Jlena o0epHyJIach K MOJAPYTe, U B €€ IoJI0ce COBCEM HE 3BYYasIO HA/IEK/bI.
— ThI ke BUIeNa, Kak IBETHl pearnpoBad Ha MOU SMoIMu. Kak MaHsl B3METHYIHCh. DTO OBUIO HE
npocto Tak. He Xumus, HY ra3pl, Kak Thbl IPeINOIOKMIA. DTO Oblia 5.

Mapus 3amonyana, He 3Has, Kakue cJIoBa Jydlle Bcero nopoopars. OHa B3siia JleHy 3a pyKy
U, TIIATEJILHO OTOMPAsi BRIPAKEHU s, CKa3asa:

— JlonycTum, OHM MILYT KOTO-TO, KTO CBA3aH ¢ pacTeHusAMUA. Ho 3TO He 3HA4MT, YTO 3TO THI.
MoxerT, ecTb eIlg JToau, KOTOPHIE. .. Hy, HE 3HAIO... BBIPAIMBAIOT KAKTYCHl C poxiaeHus? Mmeror
Kakue-To ocodeHHocTH. OTKya Thl 3Haelllb, MOXKET, KTO-TO yMeeT pasroBapuBarh ¢ HUMH? U uiryt
€ro.
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— 41 enuHCTBEHHAsI, Y KOTO LIBETHI BCEI/Ia pearnpoBaId Ha IMOLIMHU, — THXO cKazasia JleHa.
OHa He MpoCTO 3HaJIa 3TO, OHA B 9TOM ObLIA HACTOJIBKO YBEpeHa, YTO MOrJia Obl 00 3TOM MOCTIOPHTS,
MOCTaBUB Ha CBOIO *k13Hb. OHA 3HAJA, YTO HUKTO JAPYrou Tak jenath He MoxeT. Ho otkyna? Otkyna
y He€ Takast yBepeHHOCTh? BoT Ha 3TOT Bonpoc y JIeHsl 0TBeTa He HAXOQHUIIOCh.

Mapus nocMotpesa Ha opxujero. JlenecTku MmylnbCUpOBaJIy, Iyras €€ Takum noseaeHueM. OHa
HE MIPUBBIKJIA K YEMY-TO HEOOBIUHOMY U HEOObCHUMOMY. TEMHO-JIBII IIBET pacTeKaJICs MO KPasiM.

— Moxer, 310 cTpecc? — mnpoiienTtaia oHa. — MokeT, Mbl Bce colLu ¢ yma? [oku, Kakue-
TO, MACCOBBIM TUIMHO3. [la 4to yrogHo, Jlen!

— Toraa nouemy oHa Takasi? — JleHa yka3zasa Ha 11BeTOK. — [loyemy He mpocTo yBsiia, Kak
BCE€ OCTaJIbHBIE?

Mapus He orBeTwia. BMecto 3toro notrsinyia JleHy ot OkHa.

— JlaBaii vaii. Tbl mepeyToMusIach, K TOMY e MbI €IlIE He 3aBTPaKaid. DTO HAJI0 UCITPABUTH.
41 Mory Hareub TakMX BKYCHbIX OnHUYMKOB! He moBepio, 4To y Tedst HeT MPOAyKTOB AJIsI 3TOTO.

— He xouy uaii, — JleHa octajiach y OKHa. — $I X0uy 3HaTh, IOYeMY OHU 3/IECh.

— Moxer, onu npocto 3aBoeBarenu? Kak B ¢puipmax? — Mapus nonbitanach M1yTUTh, HO
roJyioc Ipokail. AX, ecii Obl OHU OBLTH TTPOCTO 3aBoeBatesisiMu! Toraa Ob1 BcE ObL10 mporiie! Ho Beapb
Maina u cama comHeBaeTcs B 3ToM. — MoxkeT, UM HykHbl Hatu pecypcebl? Hedrs? Bopa? Wim uro-
TO, YTO MBI €III€ He HaIlUIM, HO Ha HaIlleH IUTAHETE 3TO €CTh?

— v He HyxHa HepTh, — JleHa mocMoTpesnia Ha HeOo U cMopiuia Hoc. — OHM pa3pyIaoT
30aHUsI TeHbIO WM JIboM. KTo 3HaeT, Ha uTto oHM enié cnocooHb? OHM sIBHO MoIHee Hac. Vim He
HYXHbI Hamy TexHosornd. OHU CUJIbHEE, 3HAIOT SIBHO OOJIbIIIe HAC, U UM HYKHO YTO-TO JPYroe.
Bo3MoxHO, NeCTBUTEIBHO KAKON-TO PECYPC, HO PEAKUI.

— Torga 3auem? — Mapusi cesa Ha OJIOKOHHUK. — 3aueM Bc€ 3107 W 3T0 Tak U ocTaHeTcst
JUIs1 HAC 3arajikomn?

Jlena He otBeTmiia. OHa cMOTpesa Ha maTpyJib. I pakoHbI OCTAHOBWIUCH y UX noabe3aa. OnuH
13 HUX TIOAHSUI Tos1oBy. [TocMOTpes mpsiMo Ha OKHO, TaMm, Te ceituac Obuth Jlena u Mapus.

— JleH... — Mapus cxBaruia e€ 3a pyky. — OH cmotpurt ciona. Ham onacatbcsa? bositbesi?
bexatb?

— He cmotpu, — npomentana Jlena. — He cmotpu. Moxet, oHU IPpOiayT MUMO?

JIpakoH KMBHYJI, CJIOBHO ITPUBETCTBYA JEBYILIEK, Y MATPYJIb MOLIEN JaJIbLIE.

— Buauims? — Mapus BeIIOXHYJA, SIBHO ¢ oOnerdyenremM. — OH He 3aMeTHJT Hac.

— Iloka He 3amerui, — Jlena onyctuia mropy. — Ho oH BepHETCA.

— Ilouemy THI Tak yBepeHa? — Mapus mocMoTpesia Ha MOJPYTy, SIBHO HE MOHMMasi TaKou
YIEPTOCTH U YBEPEHHOCTH B CBOMX CJIOBaX. JIeHa MPUKOCHYIACh K opxujee. JIenecTku myJibCupoBasIu
B TaKT €€ cepaly.

— IMoTomy uTO OHA 3HaeT, TJie 5, — MpOIIenTala OHa, YKa3biBasl Ha I[BETOK.

Mapus He ctana crioputb. OHa IpocTo 0OHsIIa JleHy.

— 41 ¢ Toboii. Beerna.

Jlena mpuxasnach JIOOM K CTEKJIy, JbIXaHUE 3alloTeBAJIO HA XOJIOAHOM OKHe. HempuBbruHOE
SIBJICHUE JIs1 9TOTO BpEeMEHH Tof1a.

— OHH yXe y moabesfa, — MpoIIenTaga OHA, a MaJblbl BIUBAINCH B TOJOKOHHUK. JleHa
HaOmoaa, Kak BCE e MaTpyJib BEpHYJICSA M HAIIPaBJISJICS MPIMUKOM 32 JeBoukamu. — Tpoe. Kak
BYEpA.

Mapus nofonuia THX0, He cTy4a KaOmykamu, Kak paHbine. OHa MHTYUTHBHO CTapaiach ObITh
THIIIE W HE MPUBJIEKaTh K cebe BHUMaHue. CTpax 3aBiageBan AeBymikoi. Benb ecu Jlena mpaga, To
[aTpyJib MPUILEI IO UX JyLIy.

— Jlail mIoCMOTpeTh, — CKa3aJla OHa, BCTaBasl Ps/IOM.
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Onu cmotpenu BHU3. [IpakoHbI BOIIUIM B MOAbe3]] 0e3 CTyKa U Jake O0e3 Koyer, KOTopbie
Moru Obl UM pUroauThCsi. OHM TIPOCTO € OTKPBUIM, COBEPIIIEHHO He Harnpsirasch. Kakas e y HuX
CWJIa, pa3 OHU TaK IIPOCTO 3TO CAEaIn?

OHH sIBHO yXe 3HAIOT, KOTO MIIYT, U TJIe IMEHHO OH, TOUYHee OHa, HaXOAUTCH.

— Onu He cniemat, — Mapus npuiypuiachk, pyka Jjema Ha miedo Jlensl. — He kak Buepa.
He kak marpysb. — OnHa nocmotperia Ha He€. — OHU npuium 3a Hamu. Yto OyieM jienath?

Jlena ne orBetria. Tonbko MmoXkana rieyaMu, Tak Kak OHA TIOHSITUS HE UMeJia, YTO Terieph UX
x1Etr. [Toder? A kyma? OHa Bujena, Kak JIPaKoH CO IMIPaMOM Ha BHCKe TIOHsLT TojioBy. [locMoTpen
MPsIMO Ha X OKHO. Ha MrHOBeHMe — 30JI0TUCTBIE IJIa3a BCTPETUINCH C €€ B3IVISA0OM, U OT 3TOIO Yy
Jlens! pobexanuch Mypariku 1o Koxe. [IoToM OH KMUBHYJ CBOMM, CJIOBHO J1aBasi KAKOW-TO CUTHAJL.

— On Buzen Hac, — JleHa OTNpsiHYy/Ia OT OKHA, CepIIe KOJTOTUIIOCh TaK, YTO CTao OOIBbHO
apimath. ['ooBa pe3ko Havana 0oneTh, a B yiiax 3a3BeHeso. CTpax nmogOupascs, HO TOIaBaThCs
eMy Helnb3sl. Hazio B3s1Th cebst B pyKH U MPUIyMaTh, Kak ObITh JajiblIle.

— Her, — Mapus ocranach y cTeksa, rojoc pOBHBII, HO pyKa Jposkasia, KOorja oIrycTuia
mropy. — Eciu 661 Buzien — yxe Obut 31ech. He mymalio, 4To UM JOCTAaBUT TPYAHOCTb TOJHSTHE 10
nectuune. — Ona noepHyack K Jlene. — Cryaii maru.

Tummaa. [Torom — ynap. He o aeepu. 1o nepuiam. Kak OyaTo mpoBepsiioT, CKOJIBKO STaKeH.
3arem ellg OivH yaap, U ei€ OuH, U HAaKOHell pa3AaucCh I1ary.

— OpuH. .. 1Ba. .. TpH... — Mapus cuuTasa, CKOJIbKO APAKOHOB MOJHUMAIOTCS K HUM. [TasbIibt
ckathl B Kynak. Tpu mapsl maroB. OHa B3risiHy/1a Ha Jleny. — OHM He criemar. 3HauuT, yBEepeHbl,
YTO MBI 3/IECh.

[aru cramu rpomye. He 0ObIaHbIe, CITUIIIKOM TsKENTbIe. KakpIii — riyxo# yaap, OT KOTOpOro
apoxut nos. Kak Oyaro 3emiist CTOHET moj ux BecoM. JIioOOMy, KTO YCIIBIIIIUT 3TOT 3BYK, ONMET,
YTO €ro U3/IAET HE YEJIOBEK.

— OmHu 3HAIOT, YTO MBI HaBepXy, — Mporulentana JleHa, crapasch cooOpa3uTh, Kak ObITh
JaJiblie.

— Ja, — Mapust nofo1uia K iBepy, MpUIOKUIIA YXO, CIOBHO OT STOrO OHA OyAEeT JIydllle CIIbl-
II1aTh MPOUCXOISAIIEE B MOAbE3/e, U ObICTpee CMOXKET HATH perieHre. — CIbiib?

Omna nokazasa Tpu najblia, — 3HaYUT, OHM Ha TpeTheM dTaxe. OHa oOepHyach K JleHe.

— V¥ Hac MuHYTAa, He OOJIbIIIE.

HeoxwnaanHo pazgaics cTyk B aBepb. He rpoMkwii, eaBa NpUINYILEHHBIN, HO J1a)ke TaK YyB-
CTBOBAJIOCh — 3TO HE MPOChOa OTKPHITH JIBEPh, ITO MPUKA3.

— OrTkporite, — rojoc u3-noj asepu. — Mbl 3HaeM, 4TO Bbl BHYTPU.

Mapus He gpOrHyJIa.

— Yrto ckaxerb? — cripocuia oHa JleHy, misijist npsMo B 171a3a. — OTKpbiBaem?

Jlena nmocmotpena Ha opxuzero. Jlenectky MyJbCUPOBAIM CUJIbHEE, CIIOBHO LIBETOK YTO-TO
TIBITAJICS €M cKa3aTb. TEMHO-aJIbIil pacTeKacs, Kak KpPOBb.

— Her, — cka3zasa oHa. ['onoc gpoxait, Ho He ciiomaiics. JIeHa mpuHsa peleHre U CYUTAIA,
YTO 3TO IMHCTBEHHBIN CIIOCOO BHIKUTH. — OHU MPUIILIIA 32 MHOU.

Mapusi KuBHY/, U B €€ B3MIse BUJHENACh PEIIMMOCTh M YBEPEHHOCTb B CBOMX JICHCTBUSIX.
OHa BBIIBUHYJIACh K OAJIKOHY.

— 3HaYUT, YXOAUM.

OHa OTKpbITa CyMKY, OpOCHJIa Tyla TOKyMEHTHI, TeJepoH, KOLIEIEK U MepBble MOMaBIIecs
Bemmy 13 mkada. Bpone kak MenbKHYJIN JPKUHCH, MaliK1 U Jake HxkHee Oenbe. — Bepu opxupero.
4 noiiny neppoil. U ynakyii e€ moynoOHee, YToObI pyKH OCBOOOIUTh. W penail 3T0 MaKCUMAaIbHO
OBICTPO 1 OECIITYMHO.

— Tot yBepena? — Jlena cxkaia ropiiok. — Buepa Tl 00si1ach BBICOTBI, TEMHOTBI M BCETO
OCTAJILHOTO.
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— Buepa 51 He 3Hasa, 4TO JenaTh, — MapHs yKe IpoBepsiia pydKy OaJIKOHHOHM JBEpH. —
CeronHsi 3HaIO ¥ yBepeHa B cebe 1 CBOEM pelleHUH.

CTyK B IBEpb pa3jajics CHIIbHee, Iyras JIeBYIIeK emlé OoJbIIe.

— Orxkpoiite, WM Mbl pa3oObEM J1Bepb. bexkaTh Bam Hekyna. Bac HaiinyT Be3jie.

Mapus He ONISIHYJIaCh.

— Brictpee, — Opocuina ona yepes miedo. — He s au, moka oy BoiayT. Hao yxomuts npsimo
ceryac.

Jlena nociemoBana 3a Hell. XOJIOAHBIA BeTep yAapuIl B JIUIO, OJHAKO 3TO MyTajo U JOCTABIISIIO
IUCKOM(OPT MeHbIIIe Bcero. [J[pakoHsl — BOT KTO MpHUYMHA Beex Oel. PxkaBast ecTHHIIA KauHYJIaCh
TOJ] X BECOM, OJJHAKO BhICTOsIIa. IHTEpecHO, Kak JIaBHO IO Hel MOAHUMAJTUCh TOCTIeTHUIN pa3?

Boo0irie, 3T0 MpakTUYeCKu eAMHCTBEHHOE 3/1aHKe, B KOTOPOM OblIa Takas JIECTHUIIA, BO BCEM
ropozie. I To motomy, 4TO 3/1€Ch OIHAXKIIBI JKIJI CTAPUK, KOTOPHIA Oe3 pa3pelieHusl YCTAHOBUIT e€
BceM. [ 0poJ1 3aKpbUT Ha 3TO IJ1a3a, MOJI, JIerde ¢ 3TUM CTAPUKOM COTJIACUTHLCS, YEM CIIOPUTh, U ObLIH
TIPaBhl, BE/Ib BeCh IOM OBLT TOJIBKO «3a» TaKyl0 YCTAaHOBKY. JTO ObUIO Oe30MacHee, eCii BAPYT Had-
HETCS MOXkap, KOTOPHI KOHKPETHO B 9TOM JIOME YK€ CITyJasicst HU OJJVH Pa3.

— Tol kak? — cnpocwia JleHa, rsias Ha Mariry, KoTopast yke CITyCKasach.

— 7KuBy, — Mapus He omiaapiBaiachk, HEIUIAACH 3a epuwia. — [J1laBHOE — He ymarb, YTO
ynaa€inb. M He 3HaTh, Kak BBICOKO OT 3eMJIU sI ceiiyac HaXOXKycCh.

Jlena pagoBanach, uto ceituac Mapus AepKUT CBOM SMOLIMU B Y3/I€, U HE KPUUHUT, HE TAaHUKYET,
1 BOOOIIE el SIBHO CTasio ropaszo Jjydie. Tenepp He TonbKko JleHa mymaer, 4to eil nenath, HO U
Maima. OHu KOMaH[1a, ¥ 00€ TOTOBBI OOPOTHCS 3a CBOIO KU3Hb.

I'poxoT paznascs rae-To CBepxy, U JeBYIIKH OJHOBPEMEHHO MOJHSLIA TOJIOBbI, YTOOBI TIOHSITH:
APaKOHbI CJIOMAJIA JIBEPh, M TeNepb MOHSUIN, YTO JEeBYIIKM cOeXasu. BymyT uckath, a JEByIIKU He
YCTIEJI OTOPBATHCS HA JOCTATOYHOE PACCTOSTHUE.

— CTOUTE! — kpuk u3 KBapTupsl. JIeBYIIKH He 3HAIN, KOMY MMEHHO MPUHAIUIEKAN STOT
rosioc. /la v BBISICHSTH HE 0COOO0 XOTEJIOCh. DTO CKOpee MPUAAIO UM YCKOPEHH S, TAK KaK OHU XOTEJH
KaK MOXHO CKopee yOexkaTh OT APaKOHOB.

Mapus He OrJIsIHyJIach, MOHUMAsI, YTO IMEHHO YBUIMT.

— BricTpee, — Opocuia oHa yepe3 1uiedo. — He ocraHaBimBaricsl.

Jlena yckopuiia CIycK, ¥ He MPOIIJIO U MUHYTHI, KAK OHU YK€ 00€ OKa3aJIuCh Ha 3eMJle.

— Cnacu6o, — JleHa ormycTuiia OpxXuzaero.

— He 3a yto, — Mapus ornsizienach, yxBatus JleHy 3a pyky. — Kyna teneps? Ecth MecTo,
rJie OHU HaC He HalayT?

Tenp ynana Ha HuX cBepxy. OHu oOepHyuch. Ho 310 ObUT He ApakoH. Beero numb kot. YEp-
HBII, C 30JIOTHCTHIMU TJIa3aMHU.

OH cMOTpes Ha HUX JIMIIb MTHOBEHHUE, a TIOTOM Pa3BEPHYJICS U YIIEN B IEPEYIIOK.

Mapus nipucena, paccMaTpuBasi CIe/ibl, M C y’KacoM rmocMoTpesna Ha Jleny.

— JleH, cMOTpH, — CKa3aja OHa CIMOKOMHO, HO TOJIOC IpOsKajl OT HanpsikeHus. — He narbl.

— Yro? — JleHa HaKJIOHMJIACh.

— Criesipl, KaK OT 4€JIOBEYECKMX HOT, 2 He OT KOIIAaYbuX Jiar. — Mapust poBeJia najbleM 10
acanbry, rae BuaHencs cien. — Carnoru.

Jlena mocMoTpena Ha He€, HaMepeBasiCh CKazaTb, YTO TeNepb Mopa OexaTb Oe3 ONNIAIKH, TaK
KaK UX, KaXeTcs, [ONMaJIu.

— Bexum, nmpocto 6exnm, Oe3 orsaaku! — Mapus rmoBesa moApyry 3a coOOH, aepka CyMKY
B OIIHOH pyke, Jleny — B npyroii. — He otmyckail MeHs1, — cKa3asa oHa. — 51 He Xouy TepsATh TeOs1.

— He norepsiets, — JleHa kpenye cxana e€ najiblibl, OHa UCKajla OMJIEPKKY U Japuiia €€ B
OTBeT. JIeByIIIKM HAIIUTK OTIOPY JIPYT B APYTe U ObLIA FOTOBBI JBUTAThCS JAJTBIIE, CIIacasi CBOM JKU3HH.

OnHu ynum B TeHb NepeysiKa, OCTaBIsisA 32 CIMHOW JIOMAHYIO IBEPh KBAPTUPbI, KPUKH NATPYIIS
U CJiefibl, KOTOpbIe He TPUHAIJICKATA KOTY.
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OHu UM BJIOJTb 3[JAaHUIM, NTPSTYach B TEHU pa3pyllieHHoM yaulsl. Mapus nepxaia Jleny 3a pyky,
HE OTITyCKasl, Aae KOrja Ta CIIOThIKAJIaCh O TPEIMHBI B acaibTe.

— TonHenm psimom, — mienTajga oHa. — EmE nBa kBaprana. § wrpana Tam, Koraa Oblia
MajieHbKOH. KTo ObI MOT ITOyMaTh, 4TO TO OJHAXK/IbI TIPUTOAUTCS ?

Jlena kuBHyna, HO He cMoTpesia Ha He€. OHa YTO-TO YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO-TO CTPAHHOE U COBEP-
1eHHo HenoHsATHoe. Ho urto-To pomHoe. He crpax. Yto-to 6mke. Kak 6y/nTo Bo3ayx cixaicss BOKPYT
HUX.

— Mauu, — npomtenTaia oHa. — CToi.

Mapusi ocTaHOBUJIACh U C HETIOHUMaHUEM MIOCMOTpeIa Ha MOPYTy, KOTopas BhIJIsAeNa TO JIn
BCTPEBOKEHHOM, TO JIM MCITyraHHOM. JIuio moOseqHeso, a pyKy Hadyaid TIOTeTh U BHICKAJIb3bIBATh U3
pyku Mapuu.

— Yt0? — cnpocwiia Mapusi, Tak kak JleHa BApPYT pe3Ko 3aMolryaia.

— Kro-10 37€Ch. I ero uyBcTByI0. VM He 4yBCTBYIO, HE 3HAIO, KaK 3TO 00BsICHUTh. HO KTO-
TO TOYHO CJIE/IUT 32 HAMHU.

Tenb ynana Ha HUX cBepxy. [leBYyIKM 0Oe pe3KO MOAHSUTM TOJIOBBl HaBEpX, YKe 3Hasl, KOro
YBUJIAT, U B 9TOT K€ MOMEHT CTpax MPOH3MI X 00CUX.

OpnuH. He marpynb, Tak Kak BbINIsAAE] OH MHaue. He Monogoi IpakoH co HipamMoM Ha Liee,
KOTOPBI YXOOWI HUXeE, K Irpyau. Boicokuit — noutu 1Ba merpa. [lnang — He TkaHb, a TeHb, CILIe-
TEHHAsl B TUIOTHBIE TOJIOCHI, IJIa3a — 30JI0TUCThIE, HO HE Kolllaubl. BepTUKaibHble 3pauku, KaK y
siepa, HO OCTpble, Kak Jie3Bus1. Koxka — ¢ KaMeHHBIM OTJIMBOM, OYATO €ro BhIpe3asid U3 TpaHuTa 1
oxuBwM. Ha rpynu — 3Hak sopna KamHs: nepernieTéHHbIe KOJblia, UCTOYAOIIUE c1aboe CUsHUE.
OH cTOos1 HENOABUAKHO, HO BO3YX JIpOXKaJl BOKPYT HEro, Kak OT pacKaJIEHHOro Metajuia. OH SIBHO
ObLT cHJIbHEE, YeM Bce Te, KTo Berpevasicsi Mapuu u JleHe panbiie.

— Kammuran [Ipakoc, — npeacrasuiics oH. ['onoc — He m€nor, He Kpuk. [Ipukas. Bnacts n
CHJIA YYBCTBOBAJIUCH B KaXK/I0M HOTKE, M BO3HUKAJIO CTOMKOE YYBCTBO: HE MOIYMHUIIIBCS — U MTHO-
BEHHO YMPEILb. — BBl 10T0 NMPATAINCS.

Mapus He orcrynuia, HO JleHa modyBCcTBOBaJIa, Kak €€ Majiblibl CKayuch cuiibHee. [lompyra
cTapajiach JIepKaThCsl, XOTS €l 3TO JaBajioCch ¢ TPyAoM. Tak urto JleHa 4yTh BBIABUHYJIACH BIEPEN U
CTajia BECTHU JIMaJIOr cama.

— MBbI He npsiTanuch, — ckasajia oHa. ['onoc apoxkan v BeaBal e€ crpax. OnHako Jlena
MBITAIACh Ka3aThCsl YBEePEHHOM B cebe. 3aueM? MoskeT, 4ToObI el IOBEpHIIU, He TPOTaiv, OCTaBUIIN
HaKOHell B IOKoe. — MBbI IUT1 JOMO¥.

Hpakoc ynbiOHy/Cs. He npyxkemo6Ho, Kak MOTJIO Obl TOKa3aThes, HeT. OH ymbIOasics, Kak XUIIl-
HUK, KOTOPBIH yke nodenui. U ato emymiano Jleny. YUto e€ xaét? [ToHsI, YTO OHa TOBOPUT HETPaBLY,
4TOOBI COEKATh?

— BblI mkére. — OH nocMoTpes1 Ha OpXHJIeio B e€ pyKax. — Brpodem, KTo U3 Hac He JIKET?
PasBe uto pacrenus? [la, noxayii, eIMHCTBEHHbIE, KTO HE YMEET JIraTh — PacTeHHUSI.

Mapus cnienana miar Briepés, 3aropaxusas Jleny. OHa cama Oosiylach My KYMHY Tak, YTO €Ba
JepkKajlach Ha HOrax, OJHAKO KEeJIAHWE 3alUTUTh JIeHy IBUraso e€ Brnepen.

— Ornycrute Hac. Mbl HUKOMY HE MellaeM.

Hpakoc He cmoTpen Ha He€. Ero B3misi ckonb3Hy 1o JleHne, OyaTo mponiynbBas e€ ayIry.

— Bui uyBcTBYeTe €€, He Tak jmu? — Ul cCHOBa OH yJBIOHYJICS, HA 9TOT pa3 4yTh Oojee ApyxKe-
moOHel, yem npesxae. M nokaszanock? Kak apakoH MoxeT ObITh apysxkemooen? OHM Bedb BOpBa-
JIMCh B 3TOT MUP, PYILIAT €r0, MyTaloT JoJel, U BOOOIe OHU — YYIOBHINA.

— Yt0? — Jlena HaxMypuJiach, He MOHUMAasl, YTO UMEET B BU/IY JIPAKOH.

— CBsa3b. — OH caenai mar Brepen. 3eMJist JporHyJia roj ero CTonoi. — Bl yxe ciblanm
e€. HaBepHsika 3T0 yxe nmpon3onuio. Bel v ciiblianu, 1 4yBCTBOBAJIM.

— 3ayeM BHI 3[1eCh? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA JIPOKAIIMM TrojlocoM. Pa3 yk pakoH Tak OONTIMB, TO
CTOUT 33/1aTh BOIPOCHL. XOTb YTO-TO CTAHET SICHEE.
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— 4 vy Ty, KTO MOXET OCTaHOBUTh cMepTh VMneparopa. — JIpakoc HakJIOHWIICS K Hel
Tak Onu3Ko, uTo JleHa movyBcTBOBaNA AbixaHue. Ha ynuBnenue npusitHoe. [1axyio MsTol u 4yeM-To
ycriokanBaomuM. — Bbl — oHa. HaBepHsika. 51 paHbilie HUKOT/Ia He Omuoacs.

JleHa B3BU3rHya OT UCITyTa, HE OCO3HAB B ITOJIHOM Mepe cJIoBa JpakoHa. M1 B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA: PACTEHUSI PAJOM M TOTOBBI €€ 3aIuinarh. [IoqumHUTBCS T0O0OMY MPUKa3y M JIaxe
yMepeTb, JIUIb Obl OHA BbUKMIIA. [TOHSB, 4TO 3TO WX mIaHc, JIeHa nana npukas, v JIMaHsl PBAHYJIHCH
U3-TIO] 3eMJTH. 3eJIEHbIe Iynasiblia OOBIIN HOru J[lpakoca, HO OH He APOrHyJ1. TOMBKO MpUIILy prcs,
Kak Oy/ATO OKUAAJ ITOTO, U Ha JIMIIE TIOSIBUJIACh CHUCXOAUTENbHAS YIIbIOKA.

Jlena He noHsw1a, yTo caenana. OHa TONBKO Aajia MPUKa3: 3alUTUTh. PacTeHus e€ mociymamch
M Aenaad BCE, YTO B UX CHJIAX.

LIBeTsl B pa3pylieHHON KiymOe B3METHYIHCh BBepX. He mpocto pacnyctuimch. [Tpoousmich
CKBO3b acasibT, JIoMasi TPEIIMHbL. besbie po3bl BCIIBIXHYIN aJIbIM, Kak OyATO ropeiu u3HyTpu. [Jaxe
CyXu€ BETKHU Ha JIepeBe BbIITYCTUJIM JIUCTbsI — 3€JIEHbIE, CBEXKHUE, KAK BeCHAa. A BCE MOTOMY, UTO Y
JleHs! ObLIIO HOBOE JKEJIAHKE: TTOKA3aTh BCIO CEPhE3HOCTh CBOMX BO3MOKHOCTEH.

Jpakoc KOCHYJICS JIETIeCTKa OpPXUAEU B €€ pyKaX, HUUYyTb HE BIIEYATIUBILUCH IIPOUCXOASAIIVM.

— OHa 3Haer, rie Bbl, — mpolentan oH. — M oH uyBcTByeT Bac.

Jlena orcrynuia, yJ0BUB KaKyl0-TO MBICITb.

— K10? — cnpocuia oHa u cienana miar Hasaj, crapasich OKa3aTbCsl Kak MOKHO JaJibllie OT
IyTAIOIIEr0 €€ MYKYMHBI.

— Wrnuc. Ham Besukwmii u Moryuuii umnepatop. Hari 3aBoeBaresb, Hallla HaJiexk/1a, ornopa u
npougeranue. — JIpakoc paszeepHysics, HO He yien. — OH uner. [psamo ciona, k BaMm. 3Haiite 3T10.
Bbl 00s13aT€IBHO ¢ HUIM BCTPETHUTECh.

— Tloyemy BBl roBopuTe MHE 3T0? — JleHa cikasia TOpIIoK. — BBl ke i1y xuTe emy.

— Cnyxy, — Hdpakoc nocMmorpesn Ha JIeHy, 1 BIIEpBbIE B €T0 IJla3aX YUTAJIOCh YTO-TO MHOE,
CJIOBHO OH ObLT 4eMy-To pan. — OH yKa3asl Ha pacTeHus1, KOTOpble BCE elIé ApoXkaad BOKPYT HUX.
— Bbl — mniepBas 3a ThICAUY JIET, KTO MOXET OCTAaHOBUTD €r0 Cep/lle OT MpeBpalleHus B KameHsb. 1
s ObI XOTeJI, YTOOBI Ballla BCTpeya MPOoIIIa KaK MOXKHO JIydllle, YTOOBI Bbl €r0 TIOHSITH.

OH ynBIOHYIICS, HO B YJIBIOKE — HE HACMEIIIKa, a YBAaKEHHE.

— He Ooiitech ero, koraa oH npuaET. Bel mepBast 3a ThICAUY JIET, KOMY OH HUKOT/IA U HU TIPU
KaKHUX OOCTOSITENbCTBAX HE MPUUYMHUT Bpeaa. EquHCTBeHHast, KoMy OyAeT ClyXuTb OH. Bl Oynere
TOH, KOMY OH TIOJAPUT MHPBI, U OYAET CYACTIIUB CITyKUTb.

OH pa3BepHyJics M 3amarayg npous. Ero muiamg He menecren. 3emuls mepecraja IpOoxarhb.
CroBHO OHa niepecTtasia 00sThCsI ITOTO IPAKOHA.

Mapus B3siia JleHy 3a pyky.

— Thl... THI ynipaBisia uMu.

Jlena nocmotpesna Ha cBou nasiblbl. OHU ApoXkaiu, HO He OT crpaxa. OT 3Hepruu, Kotopas
OCTasach Moclie MPUKOCHOBEHHUSI K KU3HHM. [la, 9T0 ObUIa HACTOSAIIAS XWU3Hb, U JIeHa 9TO moHMMaUa.
U ona eit ynpasiisina.

— 41 He 3HaNa, YTO MOTY JeNaTh YTO-TO MOJO0OHOE, — IMPOIIeNnTaia OHa.

— Teneps 3Haelb, — Mapus kpernue cxaia e€ najislibl. — U uto panbiie?

Jlena nmocmoTpena Ha OpXHJEI0, M PEIIEHUe caMo MPUILIO €1 B TOJIOBY, U Ka3aJIoCh MTPABUJIb-
HBIM.

— Tenepw, — ckazana oHa, — 1 JOJIKHA €r0 HAWTH.

I'ne-To B KOCcMoOcCe, rie pealbHOCTh TOHKA, KaK MayTHHa,

Wrnuc crosn y noprana, st Ha 3eMIo.

He kax 3aBoeBarens. Kak mpuroBopeHHBIN.

Ero cepauie — kameHb, KOTOpbI pacTeT ¢ KaxapM JHEM. OH NPUJIOKWII JIAJOHb K T'PYAU.
Huuero. Tonbko Tskectb. HO B 3TOT MOMEHT — JAPOKb MPOH3MWIIA BCE €ro TEJ0, PacIpOCTPAHSACh
MPSIMO U3 TPYIHU.
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OH B3ApOrHyJ, Kak OyITo mpoOyIuICs.

— Yro...? — npoutenTai OH.

N yBupen. He o6pa3, ve mmio. Orons. OH He pa3pyinai, a CJIOBHO BABIXAJ JKU3Hb, U B €r0O
cepiie nosiBIIach TeHb. He myratomasi, a Hao60poT, corpeparomias.

— OHna, — BBIJIOXHYJI OH.

OH 3aKpbL1T 71232 ¥ TIO3BOJIMJI ceOe BCIIOMHUTD THICSUY MUPOB, THICSUY HaAeXk[, MpeBpaIicH-
HBIX B niernies. Kax/iplil pa3 — MmouTH, HO BCE ke HE OHA, He Ta camasl.

Ho ceituac Bcé Ob110 nHaye. OH 9yBCTBOBAJI TO. DTO ObUIAa UIMEHHO OHA, IMEHHO Ta, KOTO OH
uckan aoiroe Bpems. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI €€ CTpax, €€ pelMMOCTb U CBSI3b C KU3HbIO. OH YyBCTBOBAI
9TO TaK OTUETIIMBO, KaK HUKOTJA Mpexe!

OH nipukocHyJIcs K noptany. M3o0paxeHue 3amepriaio — yiuia, pa3pylieHHas Kiymoa, ABa
cuityata. Obe IeByIIKM, OJHAKO OIHA U3 HUX — Ta, YTO Aepikaja B pyKax OrOHb B OEJIOM TOpIIIKe.

— Te1 MeH# 30BE1Ib, — MPOIIENTAJI OH.

U ceparie 3a0110Ch € TaKOM CKOPOCTBIO, C KAKOH paHbllie HUKOT/IA He OUIIOCh. TO BOIHEHUE?
[MpenBkymenue? 1o OMHOZHAYHO KU3Hb, KOTOPYIO OH MCTIBITHIBAET BIIEPBBIE 32 JAOJTHE TOMBL.

Pemienvie npuHsiT MTHOBEHHO, Jjaxke He pazaymbiBast. OHa 30BET, 3HAUUT HAJIO UITH.

On nonomén k apceHany. He mist 6os1. [1ns Bcrpeun. K aToMy Ha/to ObUIO TTOATOTOBUTHCS.

CHs11 nocniexu, MOKphIThie pyHaMu BiacTu. OcTaBul Med, KOTOpBIi pyOms Mupsl. Bot Tak oH
¥ cOOMpAJICSl UATU: OOBIYHO, HE BOWHCTBEHHO M BHYINIAsI O€30MaCHOCTb.

— Bame BenmuectBo? — rosoc Baiitapa 3By4an u3-3a cnivHbl. — Bbl HE MokeTe UITH Tyaa
0e3 3aIuTHI.

Urnuc naxe He oOepHYJICS.

— 41 He uny Kk Bpary. — OH KOCHYJICA 1OsICa, IJe JIeKasl KpUCTAJUT CBSA3U. — S My K Heil.

— Ho ona yenosek! — Baiirap czaenan war Boepén. — OHa He noMMET Bac. OHa HE CMOXeET
OBITH Balllel apoi!

Urnuc obepuyscs. Ero rinaza — 3071010, HO B HUX — HE THEB, & YCTaJIOCTh.

— Thwt HuKOrga He moHuMa, Baittap. — OH nmocmotpen Ha Hero. — [lapa — 3T0 He cuia.
910 oTkJUK. Ceple He JIKET.
— Ho ecnu BB ommbaetecs. .. — Baiirap omyctui rosoc. — Ecim 3T0 He oHa. .. Balie cepaiie

CTAHET KaMHEM, U UMIIEpUs] PyXHET.

Urnuc ynoidnysacsa. He npyxemoOHo. Kak TOT, KTO NMpUHST CBOM KOHEI, HO BCE PaBHO UAET
BIIEPEN.

— Ecinu 51 He noviny, g yxe MEPTB.

OH pasBepHyJIcs U 3am1araji K noprany.

— Bamie BenmuectBo! — kpuknya Baiitap. — [lo3BosbTe MHe noiitu BMecTo Bac!

Nrnanc ocranoBuics.

— Her. On nocMoTpesn Ha Hero yepes 1e4o. — ITo He BoWHa. D10 Berpeva. U s nomxeH
YBUJETh €€ CBOMMHU IIa3aMHU, & HE Yepe3 Balllu.

IMopran orkpeuicsa. He Benbimkoit ceeta. TurmmHou. Kak 6yTo peaibHOCTh pa3oluiach, YTOObI
MIPOIYCTUTD €rO0.
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I'naBa 4

Wrnuc Bhilen U3 noprajia He ¢ FpOXOTOM, HE C OCJIEMUTEIbHOM BCIBIIIKOM, KaK OOBIYHO MOSIB-
JISUTACH JIPAKOHBI B HOBbIX MUpax. He ¢ péBom, KOTOpbI 3aCTaBIslI 3eMJII0 IpOKaTh U HEOO paccTy-
narbes. Het. OH BblIlIeN TUXO, IOUTH HE3aMETHO, KaK TeHb, KOTOpas CJIMJIACh C peaibHOCThIO. [lopTa
3aKpbUICs 32 HUM Oe3 3ByKa, OCTaBUB IOCIe ceOsl JIMIIb JIETKOe MepIaHue, Kak TMOCIeIHUN B3J0X
YXOASAILEH 3Be3/bl.

Nmnepatop npakoHoB VIrHKUC CTOSI HAa pa3pylleHHOW yJMLe, Ie ene Buepa Oexanu JIoau,
criacasich OT 3aBoeBaresield. I ie-To Baim AbIMIIICS OCTOB aBTOMOOMJIS, MICKQKEHHBIH JIE/ISTHBIM TLJ1a-
MEHEM JIpaKOHa, KOTOPbII MPUILET NepBbIM. Ac(halbT MOKPHIT TPEIIMHAME, KaK KOXa CTaporo Apa-
KOHA, KOTOPbIN CJMIIKOM JIOJITO KHJL.

— CrpanHo, — npoulenTai oH, s Ha CBOIO TeHb, KOTOPasl HE KOJIbIXaJlach, Kak OObIYHO. B
APYTHX MUPaxX ero TeHb K1Jjla cama 1o cebe — JABUTANIach, TAHIIEBAJIA, IIPEAYTIPexkaaa 00 OMacHOCTH.
3pech ke OHa Jiexkana, Kak MEPTBBIN Tpy3, OyATO O0sIach HAPYIIUTD TUILNHY.

OH BOXHYJ. Bo3ayx nax merauiom u crpaxoM. He MpuBBIYHBIM JIBIMOM cpaxeHUid. Yesnose-
4yeckuM cTpaxoM. OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro Koka IIUIUIET OT U30BITKA JKM3HU BOKPYT. 371eCh He
Marus, a xaoc. Her nopsiaka. Bipouem, uero em€ oxuaatsb ot Jiojei?

— Cnabeiit Mup, — mporientai oH. — Ho B 3Tom crtabom mupe — oHa. Most HCTHHHAsS Tapa.

Wrnuc 3akpbut m1a3a, oTeickuBas e€. OH 3HaJl, 4To oHa rae-To psaaoM. OH uckai e€ He yepes
CKaHephl, He Yepe3 Maruio, a yepe3 cepile, KOTopoe BIEPBbIE 3a BeKa OUJIOCh.

— I'me TeI? — mpolenTa OH.

W oreer npuién He uzBHe. M3HyTpu. Kak mynec. Kak orons, KOTopblii He %KET, a rpeer.

OH OTKpbUI I71a3a, MIAAS Ha paspylleHHYo ynuily. I'e-To BIasm — KpuK keHUMHbL. He
I'POMKO, THXO, KaK OyATO OOMTCS, YTO €€ YCIIbIIIar.

Wrnuc npucnymancs k csoemy cepaiy. Kpuvamas xenmuyna — He ero. E€ emé He Hanuim.
Ero napa rae-to 31ech, ¥ opa Obl yke ¢ Hell BCTPETUTbCA.

OH cpienan mar Briepen, HaMepeBasCh MPOUTHCH IO YJIUIAM M TOCMOTPETh Ha CTPAHHBIN MUP.
3emuis AporHyna noj ero cronoil. He ot ero Beca. 9ToT MUp He IPUHUMAJI €70 U BCYECKH IBITANICSA
3TO Moka3atb. HO MU NMpPUBBIKHET K JIpakOHaM, 3TO JIMILb BOIPOC BpeMeHU. M B KOHIE KOHIIOB
3emuis nepectaHeT NporudarTbes U IpokaTh MO CTONAMU MHOMHUPHBIX 3aXBaTYMKOB.

— CrpaHHO, — mpoulenTai; UMIeparop, IJsAAs Ha CBoM JajJoHu. Koka He cBeTmiach, Kak
00br4HO. He m3iyvana orons, KOTOPBII BCerzia COMPOBOXAAN ero. 3/1ech OroHb He ropest. OH MpocTo
Obu1. 1 Kak monu TyT uBYT? BCE CMIIKOM cTpaHHOE, TPUMUTHUBHOE.

— 3neck HeT Marum, — npoutentan oH. Ho ectb xku3Hb. ToNbKO 32 3TO MOXKHO HayaTh yBaXaTh
monei. OHM Tak CUJIBHO XOTENIU BBUKUTh U PAa3BUTh CBOM MHP, YTO B X MUPE MOSBUIIACH OHA. DTO
OYeHb UHTEPECHO.

OH BIOXHYA cHOBa. Ha 3TOT pa3 Bo3/yX max cMepThio M HaJexkJoi. MeTajuloM U LBETaMH.
CrpaxoM M KU3HBIO.

— Kak nntepecHo, — nportienitai oH. — $1 4yBcTBYI0 €. OHa TOUHO OblIa 37eCh. 3arnax KIU3H!
HM C YeM He nepemnyTarh. S Tak JOoIro UcKajl 3TOT apoMaT, YTo Y3HAl0 €ro U3 ThICAYM APYTHUX.

OH 3aKkpbUI IM1a3a, MO3BOJIsIsA ceOe MoIyBCcTBOBaTh. OH CTaJl IPHCIYIIMBATHCS KO BCEM CBOMM
OLIYILLEHUSIM, MbITasAICh OTHICKATh CBOIO Mapy, KOTOpast JOkHA ObITh Ie-To psAgoM. Benp oHa 3z1ech
ObL1a, COBCEM HeJaBHO. M CyTOK He MpOIUIO, Kak €€ HOIM XOAWIU Mo 3ToMy acdansty. U B 10T
MOMEHT CTPaHHBIE OILYIIEHUS 3aBJaJeId UM, KOTOPbIX OH PaHbIlle HUKOTJA HE UCTIBIThIBAJL.

HepemmrensHocts. OH — Mmmneparop. OH NpUBBIK NPHKa3biBaTh. A €ro MpHKas3bl OBICTPO
BBITIOJIHAIOTCS M B TOYHOCTH, KaK OH M TOBOPWJI. A cefiuac emy BIIEpBble IPUAETCS MPOCUTh, TAK YTO
uMIiepatop Oosiics. A BAPYT OHa OTKAXeT?
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Ho B T0 %€ BpeMsi uCTIBITBIBAN MpeaBKyIieHre. OH X0Tes yBUAETh €€ CBOUMHU IJ1a3aMH, TIOYYB-
CTBOBATb apOMAT, OMMATh €€ B3I/, IPUKOCHYThCS K pykaM. OH XOTell B3ATh €€, IPUBECTU B CBO
MUD M CKa3aThb: TETIEPhb Thl MOSI.

B ronose Berutsut 06pas crpaxa, KOTOpbIi OH MOYyBCTBOBAT HelaBHO. OHa Gosiylach APakoHOB,
Y 3TO MOHATHO. MBI BTOPIVIMCh B €€ MHUp, 3aXBaTWIM M Ceivac MIeM UMEeHHO e€. YeToBeK TOYHO
HE CMOXET MOHATh, YTO UMEHHO MBI JIeJIaéM | ISl Yero, a MOTOMY 3/1eCh BCE TaK CUJIbHO IPOIaxJio
CTPaXOM.

Jla u cam Urauc Oosicst ceruac.

— Twl He Gowmribes 3a ceOs1, — MpoIenTant oH camomy cede. — Thl GoHIbes 3a He€. A 3HAUUT,
e€ HaJ0 HalTH KaK MOXHO ckopee. OOBbSICHUTD, IPUTTIACUTD, YOAUTh IPUITH B MUP JPAKOHOB.

Mmmnepatop momEn BAOMb YIUIB, IS4 Ha paspylleHHble JoMa. IpakoHbI MepecTapaiuch.
JleficTBOBaJIN Tak, CJIOBHO JTIOMW MO Obl UM JaTh otrop. Hamo OymeT nmpoBectr 06 3TOM Oecey.

['me-To B OKHE — MepUAIOLIHIA CUTYIT. YesloBeK Mpsyercs, HO He CIIUT.

— OHH 3HAOT, YTO MBI 37iech, — MnporoBopui Mrauc cam cede. — Ho He Gositcs. [Ipocto
NpYyTCs U HAOMIOAAIOT 32 HAIIMMU JICHCTBUSIMU.

OH yBuzen kiymOy, pa3OuTyIo JIeASTHBIM IIaMeHeM. LIBeThI Jiekain MEPTBBIMU, HO KOPHU eIlé
KUH.

«3dtor Mup cnad. OH He cos3nmad i Hac. Ho ona 3aeck. [louemy? TloueMy nMeHHO 371eCh?
[Touemy He B Mupe orusi, rae s npasimo? [louemy He B Mupe TeHel, rae s poxaaics? [lotomy uro
oHa — JKu3Hb. A Xu3Hb He BbIOMpaeT Mecta. OHa npocto ecthb. U 51 nomken e€ Haiitu. daxe eciu
9T0 YOBET MeHs1. [laxke ecm cepalie ctaHeT kKamHeM. Jlaxe eciu umniepusi pyxaet. [loromy 4to, eciu
s He TIOiLy, 51 yX&e MEPTB».

OH OCTaHOBWJICS y pa3pyIIeHHON KJIYyMOBI. [ie-To BaaaM moCabImaivch maru. OHu He TIpu-
HaJIeKaJTU JIIOMSIM, TaK KaK 3eMJIsl TaK ke He PUHUMAJIA HX.

Wrauc xoTen NoiTH K CBOMM COJIAATaM, TOJIBKO BOT 3aCThUI, TIOYYBCTBOBAB «CBOE».

— Enena, — mpomenrtan on. — Te0s 30ByT Enena. KpacuBoe ums, menoguuHoe. Bosbiie
TMIOJIXOIUT JJIsI MOETO MUDA.

Cepnrie 3a0110Ch He Tak, Kak panbiie. He kak B mocneanue Beka. Cepitie BAPYT KOJNBHYJIO U
M03BAJIO KyJa-TO B CTOPOHY.

Mmmnepatop 3aKpbL 171a3a, MPUCITYIIAJCS K Cepaiy v yBuaen e€. 1o Obul He 00pa3, HU JIUIIO.
OH Buzien e€ OroHb )KU3HH, KOTOPBIN COrpeBaJl €r0 CEpALIe.

— DTO Thl, — TIPOLIENTANT IPAKOH, U CEepAlle BAPYr Havyaio TasTh. Kaxkercs, qaxe He BCTpe-
THBIIKCH C HEW, cepiiie 0xkmio. [IoOTUXOHBKY U3 KaMHsI IPEBpaIaeTcsi B 0ObIYHOE APAKOHbE CEPALIE.

He tepsist Bpemenu, rnuc ornpaBuiicst HABCTpeuy CBOEW UCTMHHOM Mape — K KU3HHU.

Jlena nuta mo mepeysky, Aepxa Mairy 3a pyKy Tak Kperko, YTO KOCTSIIKH TMaJiblieB Mooe-
nenu. E€ cepaiie OMI0Ch B TAKT 11aram, HO He OT yctanocTd. Ot npeauyBcTBrsi. CKOPO YTO-TO TOYHO
JOJDKHO cinyuuTbest. Ho uro-to mpusithoe? Winn yro-to rnoxoe? TlousaTs storo JleHa He mora.

— JleH, TBI CMIIIKOM OBICTPO WJEIIL, — IIIenTana Mapus, MbITasiCh He OTCTaBaTh, €€ rojioc
APOXaJ, KaK CTEKJIO nepes] yaapoM. — Thl 4yBCTBYeIllb YTO-TO?

Jlena e otBeTMa cpa3y. OHa U cama He MOHUMAJIa, YTO 3TO 32 YYBCTBO OBLIO U KaK ero 00b-
SICHUTb.

— Jla, — HaKOHeII MpoIenTaga oHa, He 3ameass mara. — OH 31eck. Kaxercs, 51 4yBCTBYIO
MMEHHO €ro, HO pa300paTbcsi HE MOTY.

— Kro? Nmneparop? — Mapus B3AporHysia, Kak OyaTo uMs camo 1o cede OblIo yrapom. —
Thl tryTHIIB?

Jlena He ycniena orBeTuTh. OHA OCTAaHOBUJIACH, IS Bliepen. TaMm, y pa3pylieHHON KITyMOBI,
crosi1 cuty3T. CoBepIIeHHO He3HAKOMBIH, OIHAKO MoueMy-To JIeHa He 4yBCTBOBaJa B HEM OMACHO-
cru. CJIOBHO TaMm CTOsJIa YacTh €€ CAMOH.
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Beicokuii. Beiime mo60ro yenoBeka, KOTOPOro oHa Koraa-ioo Bujena. [Tnam — uépHeiid, 6e3
aJION MOZIKJIAIKY, HO HE U3 TKaHW. [ J1a3a — 30J10TUCTBIE, BIIPOYEM, TaKKe ObLIIM Y BCEX BCTPEUSHHBIX
el IPakOHOB, C BEPTUKAJIbHBIMU 3paYKaMu, KOTOpbIE OOJIbIlie HATOMUHAIOT XUIIHbIe. Koka rnaikas,
3aropenas. [Tneun mmpokue, mMorHbie. OH ObUT KpacuB.

— On, — npomenTtana JleHa, MoHUMasi, KTO CTOUT Tepe]] Heu.

Mapus cxana e€ pyKy cuibHee, Kak OyITO MbITalach yuepxarb e€ OT MaJeHusI.

— JleH... yOerail. — Mapwusi Oblia peluTeIbHa U XOTesa CIacTy MOAPYTY.

— He mory, — Jlena He otBOoqMIIa IM1a3 OT uMnieparopa. — OH 30BET MeHs. U 51 He uyBCTBYIO
B HEM BPaXk/bl. TO CTpaHHO, 1a? OH xe uX UMIeparop, U OHU pa3pyluin Hail Mup. Ho Bpakbl
y HEro K Ham Her.

Wrnnc nodyBcTBOBa €€ e 10 Toro, Kak yBuzen. He kak Bpara. He kak 1o0bray. Kak yactsb
ce0s1, KOTOPYIO OH MCKaJ ThicsTay JieT. U 910 Ob110 ipekpacHo. Camoe Jiydiiiee 4yBCTBO 3a MOCTIEIHIE
roja.

Korna on yBuzen e€, ceputie aporuyso. OH y3Ha e€, MOHsUI, YTO 9TO ero napa ¢ OAHOTO TOJIbKO
B3nIsAga. C epBoi CeKyH[bl, KaK TOJIbKO 3aMETHII.

OHa 1nuia, Aepxa APYrylo KeHIIUHY 32 PYKY, CJIOBHO XOTeJa 3alllUTUTh e€... OT ApakoHOB? A
9Ta KEHILMHA XOTeJla 3allUTUTh e€?

E€ Bosockl pazBeBasiMCh OT Kaxjoro miara. ['1aza — TémHbIe, TEUIbIE, coBeplieHHble. OHU
TIOJTHBIE JKU3HU, KOTOpast He Oosutack ero. U B e€ pykax — opxwuzesi. He mpocto 1iBeTok. ToT cambiii
LIBETOK, Yepe3 KOTOpbIi OH e€ 1 Hallen. FIMeHHO uyepe3 Hero U Hajlalnlach Hallla CBSA3b.

OH cnenan miar Brepés, COBEPIIEHHO He MBITAsCh CKPBITh YJIBIOKY M BOJTHEHHE, KOTOPbIE OBJIa-
JeU JPaKOHOM.

— Enena, — ronoc ummneparopa — HU3KHUH, Kak OapxaT HaJl pacKaJEHHBIM KaMHEM.

Jlena He oTrBeTMa. OHA YYBCTBOBAJIA U MbITAJIACh MIOHATH, UTO e ITO 32 4yBCTBO. E€ cepmie
3a0usIochk ObICTpee, HO He OT ykaca. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJa, UTO MEpeji HUM YTO-TO POIHOE.

— OrTKy[a Bbl 3Ha€Te MOE UMsI? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA, MbITAsICh COXPAHUTb CIIOKOMCTBHUE, HO IOJIOC
AposaJl, BblJaBasi BoJIHeHUe. JleHa HUKaK He MOoIJIa OHSATh, IOYEMY 3TOT MY:KUMHA, CTOSILIUI Nepest
HEH, Ka3zajcs el TaKUM 3HAKOMBIM ?

— Cepatie 3HaeT cBo€ umsi, — MIrauc ocraHoBusics B MeTpe oT JIeHbl. — Jlaxke eciu sI3bIK ero
HE MPOU3HOCUT. 51 He MOT He y3HaTh Ballle UMsl, Be/lb Bbl MOS T1apa.

Jlena nocmotpena Ha Marry.

— OH 3HaeT MO€ uMsl, — MPOLLIENTAIA OHA.

— Koneuno, — Mapwus He otcrynuna. Ctosiia BMecte ¢ JIeHo#, cMoTpera Ha ApakoHa v Oblia
rOTOBA U 3alIMINATh, U OekaTh, ecliu MpuaeTcsa. — OH ke JPaKoH.

Mapus BcTana Mexay HUMH, Kak cTeHa. Eil ObUIO CTpalliHO, OJHAKO HE CTOJIBKO 3a ceos,
CKOJIBKO 3a nofpyry. Hy, ckonbko oHu yxke 3HakoMbl? [JaBHO, oueHb JaBHO. OHU BMECTE MEepeKUIn
cronbko Beero! Y pa3zBox Marum, 1 cMepTh Mambl JIeHsl, 1 MHOTOe Apyroe. OHM ObLTH Kak CECTpBHI.
A cectép He OpocaloT Ha Che/ieHHe JApaKoHaMm!

— OroiiguTte OT He€é! — KPUKHYJIA OHA, IS MPSAMO B €ro 300TucThie miasa. [lycts Maine
1 OBLJIO CTPAIITHO, a BCE ke OHA OblIa TOTOBA CTOATH 10 MOCJESTHETO.

Hrnuc nocMoTtpen Ha HE€, U B €ro B3IVISAIE YUTAIOCh YBAKECHHE.

— BpI 3amuiaere Moo ku3Hb. — OH KUBHYJI, ¥ Ha Ty0ax 3aurpajia JOBOJIbHAS YJIbIOKA. —
Xoporo.

N WUrnuc nopunnmics. OH OTOIEN Ha IIar Ha3a/l, OIHAKO He YIIEN coBceM. Benp pasroBop He
OBbLIT 3aKOHYEH.

— Ilouemy BbI 31ech? — JleHa ckaja rOpLIOK CHJIbHEE, UyBCTBYS, KaK 3eMJIsl APOXKUT TOJ
HOTaMH.

— [Motomy uTo BB 3BasM MeHs1. — UrHuc ykasai Ha opxujeto. — OHa 3HaerT, I71e Bbl. YBEpeH,
BaM 00 3TOM TOBOPHJIH.
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— 4 ne 3Bana, — JleHa nokavaja rojloBoi, HO BHYTPU BCE CXKaJIOCh, CJIOBHO MPOTHBOpEYA
e€ cobcTBeHHBIM ciioBaM. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJa, YTO 3TO HEe cOBceM TpaBaa. Heyxenu Bcé-Taku 3Bana?
Ho xorga?

— Bl He 3HaH, 9TO 30BETE, — VIrHMC HAKJIOHWICS K Hell, HO He mpuOm3wicsa. — Benb 3Bai
HE Ball pa3yM, a Baue cepate. OHO YyBCTBOBAJIO, UTO 5 PSAAOM, U MOIPOCUIIO PUITH.

B s1OT MOMEHT y JleHbl He OcTanoch COMHEHUM: 3TO OH. TOT camblil IpakoH, UMIEpaTop, O
KOTOPOM IOBOPHJI COBCEM He/IaBHO [lpakoc.

Ho nouemy eii coBceM He ctparHo? [Touemy cepriie ObETCS He OT ykaca, a OT Yero-To Apyroro?
CJOBHO OT BOJIHEHHS], OT y3HABAHUSI U IIPHUHSITUS YETO-TO POIHOTro. 1 ObUIO CTOMKOE YyBCTBO, CIIOBHO
ecu JleHa ero OTITyCTUT, TO Cep/le Pa300bETCS HA THICAYY MEJKUX OCKOJIKOB OT MEYaid U TOCKH.

— U xak xe g cmorza no3sars Bac? § 3T0ro He MOHUMAIO.

Jlena Haxmypwia OpoBH, BU/SI HECOCTHIKOBKY B CJIOBax ApakoHa. [lo tenedoHy oHa emy He
3BOHWJIA, B OKHO HE KpUYaJla U Jake CepALEeM O HEM He 3HaJja, O ero cyuiectBoBanuu. Kak?

— D710 OblIa CBsA3b. Hama ¢ Bamu cBsi3b, Enena. — JlpakoH yabIOHYJICS, U OT TOW YJIBIOKU
CTaJIo TEIUIo U HexHo B nyme. Oanako JleHa crapanach He oJ1aBaTbCsl STOMY UyBCTBY.

— CBa3p? — JleHa HaxMypuiiach, He TTOHUMAsi, 0 Y€M UAET peub. Eil Ka3zanock, 4To JpakoH
uryTuT. — O 4€M BbI TOBOpUTE?

— O tom, 4TO JienaeT Bac Moel mapoi. — Mravc He OTBOAMII IJ1a3 ¥ MPOJOIIKAT YIIBIOAThCS.
OH fasxe npeanpuHsIT HeOOMBIIYIO MOMBITKY MPpUOIM3UThes K EjeHe, HO Ha CeKyHIy MOCMOTpes Ha
Mapwuio, KoTopast mpoAoJikajia CTOATb MEXKIY HUMU, ¥ Pellny, YTO ceiyac Jiydlle He MOAXOAUTb.
W3 yBaxeHus K mpock0e JKeHIIMHbI, KOTOpast 3alllMINAeT ero napy. — Ta CBsI3b 00pa3yeTcs MeK/1y
TEMH, KTO caMOy CyabOOH MpeHa3HaveH apyr Apyry. To, 4To BBl — CYTb KU3HH, U MOXKETE €€ UyB-
CTBOBATh, U CO3/1aJ10 CBSA3b MEX/ly HAMU.

— 4 ¢mopuct, — JleHa monbITanack YJIIOHYTLCS, HO TOJOC Apoxai. Kak-To He Bepuioch B
TO, YTO TOBOPUJI IPAKOH. — DTO HE JieJIaeT HaC Mapou.

— 310 nenaer Bac Kuznbio, — Wrnuc Bce ke chaenan mar Brepén. — A s — [lnams u TeHs.
W mexay Hamu camoi cynp00i 0Opa3oBasiach CBsI3b, Belb s1 HyKaaics B Bac. [locmoTpute Ha MeHs,
noTporaite Moo Tpyab. Tam, BrepBbie 3a Ionrue roapl, ObETcs cepate. M Bc€ 310 Gnmarogapsi Bam.
Bb1 psaiom, 1 MOE cepalie nepectaio npeBpaniarbcs B KameHb. be3 Bac MOE ceplilie OCTaHOBUTCSL.

— Buo1 mrytute, — Mapusi nokauasa rojloBoi, Tak Kak He XOTejla BEPUTh B TO, UTO €l TOBOPUT
3TOT MyK4MHA. — ITO Ope].

— IIpoepwTe, — Urnuc ykazan Ha opxujeio. — Crpocute e€. Bece 11BeTbl MOTYT paclio3HaTh
YYBCTBa, SMOLMH, ¥, KOHEUHO K€, OHU JIy4llle BCeX 3HAIOT, JITYT UM WUJIU HET.

Jlena omycruna B3misA Ha 1BeToK. OHa He 3HaJIa, KaK CIPOCHTH Y LBETKA. DTO Kazanoch Ope-
aoM cymacienmmx. OQHako BCE MPOUCXOASAINIEe MOKHO Ha3BaTh CTPAHHBIM U HepeasibHbIM. Ho oHO
€CTh: APAKOHBI, Marvst M CocoOHOCTh JleHsl 00mmarhes ¢ pacteHussMu. Tak urto JleHa BCE ke MpH-
CJIylIajiach K Opxujee.

— Omna otBeTna MHe ! — miporenTaiia Jlena, He Bepst, 4To y He€ nonyumiock. M He Bepsi Tomy,
YTO UMEHHO CKa3aJs el iBeTok. [Ipakon He conran! OH ckazai npasay!

— Tlotomy uto BB — e€ Hauasno, — Wrauc HakjoHwiIcs K JleHe, He oOpaliias BHUMaHUs Ha
HEeA0BOJIBbHYI0O Mapuio. — U oHa — Ballie npoaokeHue.

— N uro? — Jlena nomHsiia ria3za. — Bel mpunum 3a6path MeHs ? UToObI Batlie cepiie 0kKUI0
1 OOJIbIIIe He MPEeBPaIaioch B KAMEHb?

— Hert. — Urnuc mocMoTpe Ha JeBYIIKY, KOTOpast BHIIJIsIe a O4eHb OOMKEHHOM, pacTepsiH-
HOW M HEMHOTO HE/IOBOJIbHOM MPOUCXOAAIINM. — 51 PUILEN CIIPOCUTD: XOTUTE JIU Bbl UATU CO MHOW?

Jlena He oTBeTMIIa, cTapasich NOHATH, KAK OTHOCUTBCA K MporcxoisuieMy. OHa 4yBCTBOBAIa,
KaK BO3JlyX BOKPYI HEE I'yCTEET OT SHEPIrUu, KOTOpasi UCXOAUT OT HETo.

— [louemy 51 nomxHa BaM BEpUTh? — CIIPOCUJIA OHA.

— Bu1 yxe Bepure. S 310 uyBcTBYI0. Kak u pacteHus nox Balvmu HOramu.
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Jlena onmyctuia B3I, Y MX HOI — TpaBa, MpoOuBIIasics ckBO3b acansT. OHa qpoxkana, Kak
Oyaro *xnana npukasa. M puckays, JleHa BcE xe gana npukas:

— Ilogaumurech, — nporenTaia Jlena.

Tpasa B3meTHy/1ach BBepX. OHa He IPOCTO BBIPOCIIA, 2 OOBIJIA MX HOTH, KaK KUBBIE IIyaJTbLIA.
Ho ne npuumamnia 6omu. OHa cIOBHO 0OBOJIAKMBAJIA UX, JIACKA/IA U TIOIEPKUBAIA.

— U xak Tebe 310 ymaérca? Kak 1ol umu yripapisenib? — crpocuia Mapusi, HaOmoas 3a
TEM, KaK TpaBa CTapaeTcs LEKOTaTh €l HOTH.

— He s, — Jlena nocmorpena Ha Urauca. — Mal.

Wrnuic KuBHYJ, JOBOJIBHBIN TEM, YTO CMOT JOTSIHYThCS 1O EJleHbl, 1 OHa BCE MOHSIA.

— Taxk pabotaer cBs3b, Enena. ImenHo oHa. — OH TIPOTSIHYJ PYKY, HO He KOCHYJICs JIeHBI,
cTapasicb He Myrarh U JaBasi BOBMOKXHOCTb C/ieaTh BHIOOP. — Bbl uyBcTByeTe MeHs. §1 4yBCTBYIO
Bac. ITO CJIOKHO OOBSICHUTH CJIOBAMH, MPOIIIE IMOKA3aTh U OIIYTHTb.

Jlena mpuKpbLIa 171232, IPUHSB PYKY MYKYHHBI, U COCPEAOTOUMIIACH Ha SMOIMsIX. U neiicTBu-
TEJIbHO MOYYBCTBOBaJIA ero! Ero He:xHOCTh, €ro CTpaxu, yBepeHHOCTb U MOJILOY YITH BMECTE C HUM.

— D710 BbI, — MpOIIIENTala OHa, OTKPbIBas IJ1a3a.

— Ha, — Urnuc ynsIOHyCs, HO B yJbIOKe — He 1oOesa, a ooeryenue. — Bbl Bcerga cMoxere
MeHSI HATH, TIOYyBCTBOBATh. TOBKO BbI CMOXKETE MOHSITh MEHS JIydllle, 4eM KTo-HUOyab eme. Tak
padoTaeT CBs3b.

— BbI 1 BripaBay He NpUIUIM 3a0paTh MeHsI, — CKa3ajia oHa. — BBl MpUILIM HAATH MEHSI.
[No3Batp, 1aTh BeIOOpP. Benp s kU3Hb, a MPUHYXJATh KU3Hb — IPeX. ITO YIUBUTEIHHO!

— Jla, — WrHuc KuBHYI, AOBOJIbHBIN peakuuent Jlensl. — U g He yiiy, eciiv Bbl OCTaHETeCh
3aech. $1 ocraBmo BcE u Oyday KuTh 31ech. Hu kKak ummeparop, HU Kak BEIMKUN M CUJIbHEHIIUIA
apakoH. S Oyay mpocto Mrancom. S1 o6pexy cede Kpblbs, 3aredaTaro CBOU CUJIbI U Oy1y KUTh PSIOM
¢ Bamu. [ToTomy 4TO MeXay HaMU eCTh CBs3b. A 3TUM He pasopaceiBatotcs. bes Bac, Enena, s ympy
B IIPSIMOM CMBICJIE 3TOTO cj10Ba. I MOSI KM3Hb HAXOAWUTCS B BAlIMX pyKax.

Jlena uyBcTBOBasNa, uyto Urnuc He BpeT. OH IENCTBUTEILHO OCTAHETCs Ha 3emile, eClu Tak
OyleT Hy’)KHO, OJIHAKO UMIepusi B HEM HyxkaaeTcss! OHa He MOXKET BOT Tak B3sITh U CKa3aTh, YTOOBI
OH ocTaJics ¢ Heil Ha 3emuie! Ho u yiiTu He MoOXker...

— 4 He mory ocraButh Mapuio, — cka3zania JleHa u cuibHee cxalia JIaJJoHb MOJAPYIH, KOTOpast
yXke, TOYeMy-To, YJIbIOanach.

— BpI He ocraBute, — Wrnuc nocmotpen Ha Marry. — Ona Oyziet B 6e3onacHocTd. IpakoHsl
HaBeIyT MOPsAA0K B 3ToM Mupe. U 51 1am anuHoe pacriopsikeHue Ha e€ cueéT. OHa 3/1ech He TPOMAJIET.

Mapus BeIpBajia cBO pyKy U3 JiagoHu Jlensl. OHa ynbiOanack, s Ha YIUBJIEHHOE JIMILIO
MOAAPYTY, U JaKe cliesiaa 1ar Ha3a.

— Wnmu, — mpomrentana oHa. — ¢ momoxay. M moBeps, s 6e3 Teds He mporany. A Tede
TOYHO HaJ10 UATU. MyKHK BOT, paJi BCTPEUH C TOOOM, LIesIbIii MUp 3axBaTwJjIl. Takue MOCTYIKHU CTOUT
LCHUTb.

CHauana Jlena xoTena BO3pa3uTh, YTO HE OCTABUT MOAPYTY 3/eCh, 3a0epeT ¢ codoi. OqHaKko
Mapus cHOBa clieniaia mar Ha3af v JJake MoKasania OoJbIIon majer.

B sror MomenT JleHa noHsuia — Mara HacTpoeHa cepbé3Ho. OHa He CTaHeT UJTH BMECTe C
Heil. Hudero qpyroro He octaBajioch, KpOMe Kak MPUHSATH BEIOOP MOAPYTH, KOTOPast CMOTJIAa MOHSTh
yyBcTBa JleHsl, KOTOpasi pa3pbiBasiach M HE 3HaJa, Kak MOCTYNUTH Jiyuie. VI B utore caenana tax,
YTO BBIOOpA HE OCTAJIOCh.

Jlena o€t BMecTe ¢ APAKOHOM.

[Moppyru o6HsHCH, OqHAKO JIeHa He MOoryia He cKa3aTh, YTO OHU elIE 00sA3aTe/IbHO YBUSITCS.

— 4 BepHyCh.

— 1 3Hat0, — Mapwus yneiOHynack. — Tol 5ke He Opocaeltib kuBoe. A terepb BeE, yxoau! Teos
KIyT, noapyra! Y nasaii TaM, He MO30pb YeJI0BEYECTBO. By/b NanHBKOM.

Jlena 1 Mapus orcTpaHuimch Apyr OT apyra, 1 IrHuc npoTsHys pyky.

33



C. TarpsHa. «VIcTHHHAS ApakOHa-3aBOEBATENS.»

— T'otoBwI?

Jlena nmocmorpena Ha Hero. He kak Ha wynoBunie. He kak Ha 3aBoeBarens. Kak Ha Toro, Kro
TaK ke OOUTCH, KaK U OHa.

— Jla, — mporenrana oHa.

Ona B3s171a €ro pyKy, ¥ OpTaj OTKpPbUICH.

[Tepen Tem kak marHyTh, JIeHa omisiHyach Ha Maiily, Ha TOpoJ, MOAXBaTUIIA BEUIU, KOTOPbIE
CJIOXHMJIA B CYMKY €lI€ B CBOEH KBapTHUpe, 1 Oblla TOTOBA IIArHyTh BIEPEA B HEU3BECTHOCTh. 1 oHa
HE MpoIagack ¢ STUM MUPOM, HeT. OHa TOBOpHIIA «JI0 CKOPOU BCTPEUM».

— 41 BepHych, — mpolenTaia oHa.

Nrnanc kocHyJcs e€ meya.

— BblI yxe He BEepHETECD.

— D70 MBI ellIé YBUIUM, UMIIEpaTOP-3aBOEBATEb.
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Buszyaimzanusa: Urauc
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I'naBa 5

JleHa mar"ysa B opTajl U CIOTKHYJIACh O NIOPOT, HO He O KaMeHb. OHa HAaTKHYJIACh HA 4YTO-
TO IUIOTHOE, HO HEBUJIMMOE — Kak OyATO HACTyNWJa Ha TeHb, KOTOpas Oxuia 1of e€ Horoil. E€
IIMKOJIOTKA 3aIly/IbCUpoBasia 00Jblo, OyATO JErKUIA YKyC, HO HE CMEpTeJIbHBIN, a CKopee Mpeynpe-
SK JAIOLIIN.

IToporu kycatorca? Jlena BooOlIe He Aymana, YTo €€ MepeMecTAT B Kakoe-TO 371aHHe; OHa
AyMaJa, YTO OHU NEPEMECTATCS Ha YJIMLLy Mepesl 3aMKOM MPaBUTENS UIM OKAXYTCs B KAKOR-TO apke
nepexona. Ho cnoTkHyThCs 0 Kakou-To nopor? Jla emme v Takor, KOTOpbIi KycaeTcss? ITOro oHa TOUHO
He OXKMJaNIa.

XBarasch 3a MIMKOJIOTKY, OHA MOJHsIA B3MJIsA]] HA MYKUMHY, KOTOPbIA IPUHEC €€ B ITOT MUP,
U CIIpoCuIa:

— Y10 370 OBLTO?! — BBIIOXHYJIA OHA, TIOTHUPAst HOTY U YyBCTBYsl, KaK KOXa TOPUT, HO yXke
3aKMBaerT.

— TeneBas cobauka, — Wrauc nopasn et pyky, 1 CHOBa B ero m1a3ax JleHa yBujena HexXHOCTb.
Ho Ha 10T pas Tam 6buto yto-To emE. Coxanenue? Kak y yenoBeka, KOTOpbIA BUIUT, KaK PeOEHOK
BIIEPBbIC HACTYIMAET Ha PacKaIEHHBIN MecoK u oOxuraercsi. — OHM He o4YeHb ooAT rocteid. [1po-
CTUTE, 51 IOCTAPAIOCh OrPaAUTh Bac OT HUX. OHM BOOOILIE-TO OOUTAIOT B OCHOBHOM HAa YETBEPTOM
JTaxe, TaK KaKk TaM TEMHee BCero.

— OmHu kycatorcs?! — JleHa nocMOTpesia Ha MECTO yKyca, Ile YKe He ObLIO ClIe[JOB, TOJIbKO
JIErKoe MOKaJblBaHKUe, HAIIOMUHAIOIIEe MY PaIlIKK MOCJIE XOJIOJHOU BOBI.

— Tonbko ecu Bbl He 1aAUTE UM JIAKOMCTBO, — VITHKMC MEJIBKOM YJIBIOHYJICS, €r0 30JI0TUCThIE
3pavKM Cy3WJIMCh, KaK Y KOIIKM Ha conHIe. — B ciemytommuii pa3 6pocaiite 4Tto-HUOYIb CheT00HOE.
OHuM 04eHb JI0OAT OrHeHHbIE (PPYKTHI. Paay HUX rOTOBBI 1ake KOMaH/Ibl BBIIIOTHSATS !

Jlena nmocmoTpesa Ha Hero, MbITasich NOHATh, KaK OpocaTh JAKOMCTBO TeHsAM. OHU Xke ero He
NOMMAIOT, 3TO ke TeHH. OnHako JleHa pelniia Ha BpeMsi OTOpPOCHUTS JIOTUKY. Bcé ke 9To uHOM Mup,
CWIbHO OoTIMyaomuiics ot 3emin. Hajo npuBbIKaTh, YTO 34€Ch OOUTAIOT TEHEBbIE COOAYKH, M UTO
OHM MOT'YT KycaTbCs U J0OAT orHeHHble (ppyKThl. Kcraty, urto 3a ppykTsl Takue? VIHTEpecHO Ha HUX
MMOCMOTPET !

— Onu mo6sT cnagkoe. Bor, Bo3pMuTe, — mporoBopuit UIriuc ¢ n3BUHSIONMIEHCS YABIOKOM.

OH pocrai u3 nosica MaJIEHbKMUM MENIOYEK, OTKPBUI €ro U npeaiokui Jlene. BHyTpu nexanmn
KPOLIEYHbIE KPUCTAJLIIbI, KOTOPBIE CBETUJIMCh, KaK OTOHb, HO HE KIJIM, KOI/1a OHA KOCHYJIACh UX IMaJlb-
LIEM.

— 970 YTO? — CIIPOCHJIa OHA, YyBCTBYS, KaK cepaue ObeTcst OpicTpee. JIIoOOMBITCTBO B35IO
BepX, U JleHa Jaxe morsITanach MonpoooBarh ClagocTb, KoTopylo eil ganu. U e ocraHoBmwim! Ha
BKYC 3TO O0JIbIlIe HAMOMHMHAJIO OaHaH, HO CJIOBHO CYXOH U CIIMIIIKOM IPUTOPHO CIIAJKHA.

— Cnagoctu U1 TeHel, — My )K4MHa YJIbIOHYJICA U pe1oxku JIeHe cBow JIOKOTb, 32 KOTOPBIT
OHA U YXBaTUJIaCh. — BBl MOXETE U CaMy €CTb 3TU (PPYKTHI, HO TOJIBKO IO 4yTh-4yTh. OHU CIHAIIKOM
claiKkue, He 3a0bpIBaiTe 00 ITOM.

Jlena ornsanenacsk, 3a0bIB 1po OOk B HOTE, M yBUEAa OKHO. B HEM ObL1 BuzieH ropon. He Bech,
KOHEYHO ke, 4acTb. [la ¥ rOpoJjoM 3TO Ha3BaTh CJIOXKHO, X0Ts1 VIrHUC yTBEp:K/1al, 4YTO IMEHHO TaK U
€CThb, 3TO Bcero Jimib ropoi. Ho Jlena Haia ipyroe onpenesneHue.

Op'Taap — He ropof. DTO KOIIMAP apXUTEKTOPA, CMELIaHHbIA ¢ MEUYTON OOTaHMKa. 31aHuUs
[apAT B BO3/lyXe, COEMHEHHbIE MOCTAMU M3 CBETA, KOTOpbIE HE APOXKaT, OHU NEepeMBaIOTCS, KakK
paxyra. OQHM BUCAT BBEPX TOPMALIKaMH, 110 KpaliHEN Mepe, Tak MoKa3alock JIeHe, Ipyrue miasaor,
Kak 00J1aka, TPeThU KPYTATCSI BOKPYT CBOEH OCH, Kak BOTYOK. M 3a4eM BoOOIIe TaKOe MPULyMbIBATh?
Mozxer, Tam 4TO-TO 0cobeHHoe? He MOryT e JpaKoHBI KUTh B TAKUX COOPY/KEHHSIX.
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JlepeBbs, cnaBa 60ry, ObUTM HOpMAJIbHBIMU, XOTs JIeHa oxkugana, YTo OHM MOTYT pacTH BBEpX
TOpMatikamu. M ux JIMCThsl CBETWIIUCh, YTO BBI3BIBAJIO BOCTOPT. A HEKOTOpbIE, YECTHO, JIeHa CJibl-
I1aja, MenTaIrch Mex/1y coOoi!

— 3T0... KpacuBo, — Mpoientasna JleHa, 9yBCTBYys, KaK Iia3a IMUILIET OT cieé3. — Hukorna
Takoro He Bujena. OcoOOEHHO TO, KaK JIEpeBbsl Mek 1y coO0i 00manTcst. DTO MpeKpacHo!

— Hla, — Wrauc nocmotpen Ha He€, ero 30J0TUCTBIE IJ1a3a OTPaKaau CBET, Kak JiBa COJIHIIA.
— Ho BbI en11€ He BUEIM, Kak TOPOJ JKMBET HOUbID. BOT 3TO BOMCTUMHY MpEeKpacHee BCEro Ha CBETE.
Bbl TOUHO OLIeHUTE 3TO, KOTJa Mbl BBIIEM HAPYXKY.

JleHna BIOXHYJa, ¥ BO3AYX OOXKEr JIETKKE, HO He 001pHO. OHA 3TO 3aMeTHIa emié ¢ TIePBBIX ke
CEeKyHJI peObIBaHUsI B 3TOM MHpE, HO MOAyMaJla, YTo TO MOCJEACTBUS Mepexosa yepes3 moprai. A
ceiiyac MOHMMAaJa — TaKOW BO3/IyX 3Toro Mupa. OH OBbUT TSKEIBIM, KaK CHPOII, CIaJKOBAThIM, KaK
MEJ, ¥ TOPSYUM, KaK CONHIEe B NoyieHb. Ho He BpakaeOHbIM, YTO HEe MOIJIO He pajoBaTh. Bo3myx
31€Ch CJIOBHO OBbUI JKABBIM.

— Tyt gaxe BO3AyX ropssumii? — CIpOCHIIa OHA, MBITASICh UTYTUTh, YTOOBI CKPBITh CTPaX.

Bcé ke oHa oco3Hana 40 KOHIA, YTO TEMeph B MHOM, UYKOM JIJISI HEE MUPE, U CTpax 3a CBOE
Oymy1iee, KOTOpOe paHblllie Ka3aJoCh MPOCTHIM U JIOTUYHBIM, TeTIEPh CTAHOBUTCS Oy TUMbIM.

— Her, — Urnuc ynpiGHynACcs. — D10 BH el He npuBbKan. Ho, yBepsio Bac, Bl TOUHO
MPUBBIKHUTE. DTOT MUP APYKETOOEH KO BCEM.

Jlena mocMotpena Ha He6O, KOTOpoe He ObIJIO HU THEM, HU HOYBIO, @ BEUEPOM, KOTOPBIA HUKO-
raa He 3akaHuuBaercs. [ie-To BIanu nponeTesn ApakoH, HE U3/aBasi 3ByKa, €ro Kpbllbsl pacceKaiu
BO3JIyX, KaK HOX Macjio. JleHa 3atansa JpIXaHue, OKuaasi, Yo OH OOCPHETCS U YHUUITOXKUT €€ OTHUM
B3mIA0M. Ho JipakoH mposeren MuUMoO, Kak OyaTo e€ 3/iech He ObLIO.

HagepHoe, BOCIOMHUHAHMSI O TOM, KaK APaKOHBI pyIHIaT e€ poaHOW MUp, OObIlle HUKOTIA He
ucye3nyT. OHa OyJeT MOMHUTH 00 STOM BCerja.

— OHu... He onacHbl? — cripocuia JleHa, yka3piBasi Ha JPaKOHOB, KOTOPBIE JIETAJIM Haj FOpo-
JOM.

— Jlns Bac — Het, — WIrHHUC B35 €€ 3a pyKy, ero JajgoHb Oblia TEMION, HO HEe TopsYen. —
Bbl — JKuzHb. OHM 4yBCTBYIOT 3TO. A MPUYUHUTH BPEH KU3HU — OOJBINON I'peX W Kapaercs 1o
BCEH CTPOTOCTU 3aKOHOB.

Wrnuc nosén Jleny mo kopuaopy, KOTOpbIid He ObUT MOXO0XK Ha 3eMHbIe KOpUAOPbl. CTEHBI ObLITH
clieJlaHbl HE U3 KaMH$, a U3 KaKOro-To TEMHOIO KpUCTaJlla, KOTOPbIM MepeuBasIcs, Kak Macio Ha
Boze. [Ton He ObUT TBEPABIM, OH OBUT MATKUM, KaK TpaBa, HO He IIypiiaj noj Horamu. [1oTonok He
ObLT BBICOKMM, a TapwiI HaJ HUMH, KaKk 00JIaKko, U MHOTAAa MeHsuT hopMmy, Kak JpiM. [loxoxe, dto
3TO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE U COBEPILIEHHO HENpUBBIYHOE. JIeHa cCHOBa mocMoTpeia 1ojj CBOM HOTH, HO He
3aMeTuIa HUKAKUX U3MeHeHui ¢opmbl. [Toxoxe, YTo OH Takoid, KOrja Ha HETO CMOTPUILIb CHU3Y. A
CBEpXY 3TO UTO-TO HoJiee YCTOHUMBOE.

— 3T0... CTpaHHO, — TpolenTana JleHa, s, Kak IOTOJIOK NPEeBpaIlaeTcs B IEPEBO, KOTO-
poe IIBETET OTHEHHBIMU JIUCTBSIMU.

— 9710 HoM, — UrHuc yneionyncsi. — OH xuBET. Kak u Bc€ Bokpyr Hac. Bbl 3amerute 310
YYTb MO3XKE, KOIZ1a OCBOUTECH.

Jlena mocmoTpesia Ha CTEHbI, KOTOPBIE MMYJIbCUPOBAJIN, KaK CEepALIE.

— OH... apiut? — OT oco3HaHus y JleHsl 1axe rojioBa Moliijia HEMHOro Kpyrom. JKuBon
moM! Kak Takoe BOOOIIE BOZBMOXHO?

— Jla, — umneparop kuBHYyJ. — Kaxpiii KameHb 371ech kuBol. 1 310 enaer ero eme npe-
KpacHee.

JleHa KOCHyJach CTEHBI, U KPUCTAJl OTpearupoBall, CBETACh TEIUIBIM CBETOM, KaK OrOHb B
KaMUHe.

— OH... mpuBeTCTBYET MeH:?
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— Jla, — Wruuc nocMotpeit Ha cBolo napy. — OH 4yBCTBYeT, 4TO Bbl — JKu3Hb. U uyBCTBYET,
YTO MEX]y HAMU €CTh CBsI3b. OH MPUBETCTBYET TY, Y KOT'O €CTh CBSI3b C €ro X035 iMHOM. Ternepb U Bbl
ero xXo3sifka.

Jlena nocmortpeia Ha 1oJ1, KOTOPbIH MOACTPAUBAJICS TOJ1 €€ IIarv, CTAHOBSICh MsIrYe, KOrja OHa
ycTaBaia, ¥ TBEpXKeE, KOTa OHa IIjia ObIcTpee.

— 3T0... KaK COH, — MPOIIIETNTaJIa OHA, BCE eNIE He MOHUMAs1, CHUTCS €1 3TO WU %ke TO Terephb
€€ HOBasl peajibHOCTb.

— Her, — apakoH nokavas rojoBoil. — D10 peaibHOCTb. Baiia peasbHOCTb. Bbl pUBBIKHETE.

[Tpoxomst Mo KPacHBBIM U COBCEM HEOOBIYHBIM KOPHIOPAM ABOPIIA, B KOTOPHIN OHA IMOMAJA,
Jlena uyBcTBOBasa, Kak cepaie ObETcss B He3HakoMoM puTme. He ot crpaxa. Ckopee OT BocTopra,
MIPUYEM HE CBOETro, a yyxoro. Ot yero-To apeBHero. 1o amouuu Urauca? Jlena yyBcrBoBasia, 4to
y HEro 4To-TO JPOTHYJIO BHYTPH, KaK CTPyHA, KOTOPYIO TPOHYJIU TOC/IE THICSYEICTUS TUILIMHBIL.

It0 He Obu1 Mup Jlensl. Ho modemy-To OH Kaxkercs... 3HaKkoMbIM? Bo3ayx ropsiumii, HO He
oOoxuraer. CTeHBI ABIIAT, HO He AaBAT. [[pakoHHI JieTaloT, HO He HamafaoT. [Toyemy xe JleHa He
6outcsa? [Mouemy ceparie ObETCSA HE OT yKaca, a OT Yero-To JAPyroro?

— Bame Besnmuectso.

HeoxuganHo HaBCTpedy BbUIE3, Kak YEPT W3 TaOakepku, ApakoH. OH Jepkaa B pyKe JIUCT
Oymarv u o4eHb 3apa3uTesIbHO yibiOasics, misas To Ha JleHy, To Ha UrHuca.

— Bamu nokou rorosl. To ectb nokou Bauieid napsl. To ects... I[Ipocture. I'otoBsl nokoun Eé
CeemiocTu.

— MBpI ke TOMbKO NpUOBUIM, KOTAA Bbl YCHENU WX MOATOTOBUTH? — JleHa mocMoTrpesna Ha
Urnuca, KOTopslil OXKAJ TIEYaMHU.

— C Tex nmop, Kak 51 HaYaJl MOMCKU MCTUHHOM maphbl. Sl Kax/plid pa3 HaJesIcs, 4yTo Halay, U
BOT IOKOM HAKOHEIl TTPUTO/IAJIHCh.

Jlena B3pornyna.

— A Kak JIaBHO Bbl HAYaJTU MTOUCKH ? — MOMHTEPECOBAIaCh OHA U TiepeBeJia B3MJIsA/l Ha IpakoHa
¢ JMcToYKoM. 3Hath Obl emE, K1o oH. [Tpocroii ciyxammii? J[Bopernkuii?

— Thicsuy ner. [Lmioc MUHYT HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETUH.

— Ckomnbko? — oHa nocMoTpena Ha VrHuca, neitasch MOHATh, KaK THICSAYY JIET OH TOTOBUJI
TIOKOU J1J1s1 YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPOro eiE He 3HaJl.

— Tricsya net, — oH MoBEN JIeHy 1o KOpUAOPY MUMO JIPaKOHA, ero pyka Ha e€ crimHe Oblia
TEIUION, HO HE HaBSI3UMBOU. — $I HaJlessICcs, UTO OHU NMPUTOASTCA. Tak uTo He CyIuTe CTPOro, U eCiu
BaM YTO-TO HE MOHPABUTCS, TO MBI 3TO 00S3ATEIILHO Mepe/esiaeM.

— BbI roTOBWIM TOKOM 17151 YesIOBeKa Thicsuy JjieT? — JleHa mornepxHyJsiach, YyBCTBYs, Kak
r71a3a MUIvIeT oT ciié3. — Bbl uTo, 3KcTpaceHc?

— Her, — UrHuc ynuIOHYJICS, €ro 30JI0TUCTHIE T71a3a OTpaXasy CBeT, KaK JBa coyHia. — 1
OBbLIT YBEpEH, UTO Haldy CBOIO Mapy W npuBeay e€ cioga. Ml B Tom uwciie s He ObUT YBEpeH, 9TO MOsI
rapa — 4JesioBek. Tak 4To HeT, st TOTOBHJI TIOKOU, He 3Hasl, KTO UMEHHO OyJleT B HHUX JKUTb.

— A eciu Obl BBl MeH4 He Haim? Yro torpa?

— Torpaa 661 IepeoOOPYIOBAIM MX B KJIAJOBYIO JIJIsSI HEHYKHBIX HaJIeK ], — OH OCTAHOBUJICA y
IBepel, KOTopble He ObLIN ABEPbMHU, 2 CBETAIIMMCS TIOPTAJIOM, KaK BOHAS Iafb. — Tak s Harmmca
B 3aBemanui. Ml uMEeHHO 3To OBl M C/IeJIaiv TIEPBBIM JISJIOM TOC/ie MOel cMepTu. BoT Baim nokow,
KCTaTu rOBOPSI.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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