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TEMHBIT TOrOBOp, 3aKTIOYEHHBI MOMMU TTPeIKaMH, OOpeKaeT Kax Iyl TpUIaTh
JIET OTAaBaTh caMylo ITPEKPACHYIO JIEBYIITKY MMIIEPaTOPCKOTO poja B JIaIlbl

TEMHOTO BJIaJIbIKU. M BOT HACTaJl MO Yepe€] CTaTh TOW caMol kepTBoi.ITomHIO

TOT JIeHb, KOT/Ia TIoMajia B €ro MpayHbIil ABoperl. f He 3Haa, 4To KAET BHEepeau,

HO JIOTaIbIBaJlaCh — HUYEro Xopoiiero. ;KecTokocTh, yHIKeHHe, 007 — BCE

9TO CTAJI0O MO peasIbHOCThIO. Sl AyMaa, yTo He BBIAEPXKY, UTO COMTY C ymMa OT
otuastHusA U cTpaxa.Ho cyap0a okazamachk Kyaa npuayainBee. ToT, KTO JOTKEH ObLT
CTaTh MOUM I1aJIa4OM, IMOCTETIEHHO HayaJl MEHSIThCs. B ero riaszax s yBujena He4To
Oonplliee, yeM Xaxay BiaacTu. Ero cepmrie, Ka3aioch, ObUIO M3 KaMHS, HO Ja)ke OHO
crocoOHO oTTasATh. Ternepp s CTOI Ha IOPOre HOBOM JKM3HM. TO, UTO HAUMHAJIOCh
KaK TUIeH, MOXKET CTaTh HadajioM 4ero-to 6osnbitero. Cmory i s mpoctuth? [pumy
7M1 ero Jo0oBs? U rmaBHOe — CMOTy JI S cama MOTIOUTh TOTO, KTO KOrAa-TO ObLT
MOUM KOIIIMapom?
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I'maBa 1

Hap xorma-to MOFyH.[CCTBCHHOfI I/IMHepHefI Crylgajimchb Ty4u. V rnaBHBIX BOPOT, OKUad Halla-
OJE€HUA, CTOAIO HeOOJIBIIIOE BOMCKO BO IVIaBE C MOUM OTLIOM. Onu 3HaJIK1, OH TOYHO IIPULCT. TOT, Yybe
UM HABOUT YyKaC Ha JKATEJIEN HOHHC6CCHOﬁ. On BCCraa Mpuxo4quT pa3 B TpUALATH JIET U 3a61/1paeT
B 3aJIOZKHHUIBI CAMYIO KPpACHUBYIO IEBYIIKY W3 Moel cembH. B aTom roagy, 38.J'IO)KHI/IL16ﬁ JOJI’KHaA CTaTb
I 1 MOH oTen OBLT IMMpOTHUB. Bot TOJIBKO, 4 TOYHO 3H4JI4, YTO €CJIM OH BOCIPOTHUBHUTCA, TO BO BCer
HUMIICPpHUU HACTYIIUT Xa0C.

keksk

JlaBHBIM-JIaBHO, MOSI UMIIEpUsl IIPOLIBETANA U KUTEJH 3[eCh HU B YeM He Hyxaaauch. KasHa
OblJ1a MOJIHA U 3a1aCOB €/Ibl BCET/1a XBaTaJIo, HO OIHAsK/1bl, Ha MOIHEOECHYI0 HaraJla CTpallHas Snuje-
Musl. ZKutenu KaxIplil IeHb TepsUIM CBOMX OJIM3KUX. YMHUPAJIU B OCHOBHOM CaMble CJ1a0ble M HEMOII-
Hble. HUKTO M3 Nekapeil He 3Ha JleKapcTBa, KOTOPOE MOIJIO M30aBUTh UX OT 3TOH HamacTH. Y Ipa-
BSAIIIETO B TO BPeMsI UMIIEPaTopa MIMEHHO B STOT IOl POIMJICS CHIH M KaK OH He cTapajicsi ero yoepeub,
MaJIbYMK BCe paBHO 3abostesn. JlekapcTBa He ObUIO M TOT/IA, IMIIEPATOP PEeLIHI OOpaTUThCS 32 IIOMO-
mpio K 6oram. Ho 6oru He oTBeTM/IM Ha MOJIBOBI MOHapXa. XOTS MyKYMHA JA€Hb U HOYb CTOSUI Ha
KOJICHSIX B XpaMe U MPOCKUJI TIOMOYb CIIACTH €ro peOeHKa.

Ho Ha cnenytommii ieHb, K IMIIepaTopy HEOKHUAAHHO MPUOEKaIT MPUBPATHHUK U COOOLIHI, YTO
K HEMY Ha ayAUEHLIMIO IPOCUTCS KOJILYH, KOTOPbIH 3HAeT, KaK U3/1eYnTh TAMHCTBEHHbIH Heayr. Mmre-
paTop TYT ke oOpajoBajicsi M BeJiesl IPHUITIACUTh KOJIIyHa B TPOHHBIN 3a1. Ho, Korma He3Hakomert
OUyTWJICS TIepe MOHApXOM, UMIIEPATOP TYT e MOHsLI, YTO ITO BOBCE HE KOJIIYH.

Iepen HUM ceifuac CTOST KPACHBbIN MTApEHb B YEPHOM XaHb(y, KOTOPBIA ObLJT PACLIMT 30JI0TOM
HUTBIO. A 37I0Belas yJblOKa, KOTopas PUCYTCTBOBAJIA HA JIMLIE IOHOIIY FTOBOPUJIA JIUIIb 00 OJHOM,
OH CI0/la TIpMILIEeJT He IoMorath. Ero 1e1m uHele ¥ Kak TOJIBKO OH UX O3BYYHUT, IPABUTEIIb HE CMOXET
eMy OTKa3arh. Beib MOHapX yske Hayalsl HOJ03peBaTh, YTO UMEHHO 3TOT HE3HAKOMEL] HAcJIal Ha ero
UMIIEPUIO XBOPb.

— 41 BUKY, BBl JIOraflajiUCh, KTO 51 TaKOW! — pacxaxuBasi M0 TPOHHOMY 3aJly, POrOBOPHII
HE3HaKOMell.

— [la! Bbl TOT, KTO roaMy YHUUTOXaJI camble OOJIBIINE TOCYapCcTBa OOHEOECHOH, yrHeTal
UX ¥ 3aroHsu1 B HUIeTy! Ternepb, BbI JOOPaIMCh 10 MOMX 3€MeNlb M HAMEPEBAETECh, NOTyOUTh BECh
MO# Hapoj! — cpasy ke OTBETHJI MOHapX U HaXMypuj OpoBH.

— 0-0-0-0-0, 51 BIKY, MOsI CllaBa OXKUT Briepeayr MeHs1. DTo Tak npusATHO! BOT TombKO, B 3TOT
pas, s Xouy MpeUIOKUTh BaM CIENKY, B 0OMeH Ha criaceHue Bamieil uvnepuu! U 3Haete, s {ymaio, Bbl
COIVIACUTECH, BEIb Y BALIETO ChIHA OCTAJIOCHh CIMIIKOM MaJslo BpeMeHu! OH CKOpO OTACT CBOIO TyIIy
npenkam! Pa3Be BbI XoTHTE, YTOOHI. . .

— Yrto BaM Ha/I0 OT MEHs, IPA3HBIA Mep3aBell? — He BblIEPXkKal MOHAPX U Pe3KO MOJHABILIUCH
C MecTa, FOTOB ObUT BHIXBATUTh CBOW M€Y, YTOOBI OTPYOUTH HarvIelly rojioBy.

— Tel HUYero MHe He caenaenb! Beapb )KU3Hb TBOETO ChIHA, CEIlUYac HAXOAUTCS B MOMX pyKax!
3aKJII0uM CAENKY U TOTAaA. . .

— Xopotuo, 5 caenaio no TBoemy! YUro s Tedbe Mory nars? 3om0to? Cepedpo? IparoneHHble
KaMHu? Mim. ..

— Her, MHe HIUero u3 3Toro He HyXkHO! Y MeHs eCTh 30J10TO, CepeOpO M MOITHO JParoleHHbIX
KamHel. Yero y MeHsI HeT, Tak 910 JooBu! HUKTO M3 MOMX 3eMesb He CMOT 3aBOeBaTh MOe cepiie!
[Mostomy, Korga st 0OpaTuiICs K TpOpHUIIATEIbHUIIE, OHA TIOBEAala MHE, Iie CJeAyeT MCKaTh MO0
n30pannuily! Ponurcst ona B Mupe yonei, B TBoell AMHAcTUM. BOT TonbKo, Korja u Kak Oyner ee
uMs, npopulatesbHula He ckasana! Iloru6na ot paH, Kotopele s el 10 3toro HaHec! Tak BOT, A
n30aBJIAI0 BaC OT CMEPTEJIbHOM XBOPHU, a Bbl, 00513yeTech OTAABaTh MHE OJHY W3 CBOMX IPUHIIECC,
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Kaxple Tpuaath jet! S Oyay npuxoauTh U 3a0Upath ee, Bellb Kakue OyayT y Hee OTMETHUHBI, Oy/ieT
W3BECTHO, JIUIITh TOJILKO MHe. B Mupe yofeii BpeMst Te4eT MeIJICHHO, 2 BOT B MOEM MU, I7Ie KUBYT
3JTbIe XU, JEMOHBI U IpyTrasi HEYHUCTh, MIOHATHE O BpeMeHH HeT. [103ToMy, TpuaLaTh JeT, 1Jisk MeHs
OymyT TposieTaTh, Kak oauH mecsi! Haneoch, ¢ Baiieil CTOpOHBI HUKOTIA He OyJeT TMOJBOXa, Tak
KaK eclii 5 3aMedy XOTb OJIMH HaMeK Ha oOMaH, TBOeMy pomy mpujer KoHer! f cotpy ero c nuia
3eMJIM, KaK IbUIb co cBoux caror! He comHeBaitTech, g Ha Takoe criocoOeH! Tak 4yTo, BB COIVIACHBI
Ha JAHHYIO CAEJIKY? — pacxXakuBasl 1O 3ajy, MPOrOBOPUJI KOJIAYH U TIOTOM, B OKUJIAHWM OTBETA,
YCTaBWJICS HA MOHApXa.

— Jla, g coraceH ¢ TBOMMU YCJIOBUSIMH, TOJIBKO ITPOIITY, UCIIEIM MOETO ChIHA, TIOKA OH eIlle
KHB! — COIJIACHJICSI IMITEPATOP, YKe MOTHOCTHIO OTYASBIIINCH.

— XopolIo, 51 yXe 3TO cAeial. A Ternepb, 3aKperuM Halll JOrOBOP, MOAMUILIEM €ro KPoBblo! —
C KOBapHOM YJILIOKON Ha KPACHBOM JIMIIE BBIMOJIBUJI KOJIIYH U B €T0 PyKax MOSIBUJICS CBUTOK Y€PHOTO
1[BETA.

[Moarucu ObLTN MOCTABJICHBI U HE3HAKOMEIT Mcye3.
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I'maBa 2

MBbI Beerzia )Kuiii B Mupe ¢ 6oramu, yXaMy 1 1axe ¢ JEMOHaAMHU CTapajIiCh He KOH(IMKTOBATb.
U neno paxe ObLIO HE B JOTOBOPE C TEMHBIM BJIAIBIKOW, IPOCTO MOW oTerl ObLT marmductom. Ho,
KOTZIa POAIMJIACH sI, OH PE3KO MOMEHsUT CBOM B3MIsiAbl. OTell 3HaJI, YTO MOsI Cyap0a yKe mpepenieHa.
U ToOT, C KEeM Halll IpeJIoK 3aKI0Um A0roBop, npuaeT. OH 3abepeT MeHs k cebe B [lycroib, rae s
CTaHy €ero 3aJ0KHULEH.

ITostomy, ¢ camoro poxaeHHs, 1 COBCEM HE BUIE/IA CBOErO OTLA U MaTh. MeHs pacTuiIv BOAJIH
oT Hux. HukTO, Kpome mMoel Haili Ma (KOpMWIMLA AJis 3HaTHbIX cemer B Kutae), He 3Haj, 4ro
npuHIecca. MeHs MpsTalu OT BCeX CIYTr U JI0 CBOETo ABAALATUIETUS, s HUYEro MHTEPECHOTO He
Byjiena. JIumib MoT4asvBble CTEHbl M Hail Ma, KoTopas JTo0nIa MeHs, Kak pOIHYIo 104b. XOTS y Hee
ObLJT ChIH, KOTOPOTO OHA POIMJIA U MAJIBUMK TOXKE POC CO MHOM, Kak OpaTuk. Mbl ¢ HUM JpyXWId B
AETCTBE, a KOrJa OH MOJpPOC, TO €ro OTIPABUIIM 00y4aThcst O0EBBIM UCKYCCTBAM, UTOOBI IOTOM CTaTh
BOMHOM B UMIIEPaTOPCKOM BOWCKE.

B Ty HOuB, KOTJa MpHILIEN OH, HAll Ma pelInIach MHE Bce pacckaszars. OHa rosejajia, 4Tto Ha
caMoM Jiesie, sl IPUHLEcCa U YTO CerofiHs, 3a MHOM JOJDKEH SIBUThCS TEMHBIN BJIaJblKa, KOTOPbINA
yHeceT MeHs B [lycrorb 1 crienaer cBoey 3aJ10)KHULIEH.

JlaHHast HOBOCTb MeHs1 He 0OpafoBaiia. 5 Bech JieHb IUlaKala, a Moj Beyep, sIBUJICS MO OTell.
D10 ObLTa Hamia BTopasi Bcrpeya. OH BHIVISIAET ONeAHBIM U ocyHyBIIMMCS. OzieT oH ObUT B OOEBbIE
JOCIIEXH 1 B HOKHAX €ro MOKOMJICS Meu.

— Jlouka, IpOCTHLIb JIU Thl MEHSI? — CIIPOCUJI OH, OOHSB.

W3 ero a3 TekJM ciiesbl, a pyKu Apokaid. [la, 6e3ycoBHO, OH OLIyIa] YyBCTBO BHHBI, HO
3TO €ro He OINPaB/bIBAJIO.

— Bbl He BuHOBarthl! Jlyuie otnaiite MeHs emy! He xouy 3zeck Oonbine Haxogutbcs! Mue
HaJI0€JIM 9TU CTEHBI, 1 X0y CBOOOIbI! — CKa3ajia U OTCTYIWIa OT MYKUYKHBI.

OtuoMm ero Ha3plBaThb MHE HE OYEHb XOTEJIOCh. Besp 1o ero MUJIOCTH, S pocia, Kak U3rov 1
Jaxe He 3Hajla POJHON MaTepH.

— Yo TH Takoe roopwiib, Muias? Kak s Mory otnare tedst emy? OH ke uynosuie! 3a
TPUCTA JIET, Mbl OTJAJIM 9TOMY MOHCTPY TaK MHOTO KpacHBbIX NpuHIiecc. Ho eMy He ojHa He Hy)KHa
okazanace! [Touemy OH Kak[Iblil pa3 Bo3Bpamaercs u TpedyeT HOBBIX JeBymiek? Ho Thl, Musas, He
Ooiics, g1 He oTaaM eMy TeOs1! V MeHs yxe ecTb IulaH! 3aMeHnM TeOs Ha ApYyryIo eBylIKy. OHa Toxe
KpacuBa M Mbl PaCTUJIM €€, Kak CBOIO 104b. OHa cunTaer ceOsl MPUHLIECCON U €ClM y Hac BCe IMOITy-
YMTCS, TO Thl, BBIA/IEIIb U3 3aTOueHus. [IpeacraBb pogHas, Tl BOCCOEMHUIICS C CEMbEN M HAKOHEII,
MaMa YCHOKOHTCsI! — C yJIbIOKOW Oe3yMIia MPOroBOPWII UMIIEPATOp, & MHE BAPYT KaK-TO HENocese
cpasy cTajio.

Ha, mnan MoHapxa ObLT BITOJIHE MOIXO/SIINM, HO, €CJTM BCTIOMHUTD BCE, YTO MHE paccKa3biBasia
[IPO TEMHOTO Hail Ma, TO MOXHO IIPEANONIOKUTh Xyaulee. JlyXu 1 JeMOHBI CIIOCOOHBI IPOHUKATh BO
BCE MUPBI ¥ IOSTOMY, MOTYT JOJIOKHTh CBOEMY TOCTIOIMHY 00 oOMaHe umrieparopa. Torzia, MHe qaxe
CTPAIIIHO NPE/ICTaBUTh, YTO MOXKET CHEJIaTh TEMHBIA, KOI/ia OOpPYILUT CBOM I'HEB HA HAIIIM TOJIOBBI.

— Her, Baiuie BeJIM4eCTBO, 5 HE MO3BOJIIO BaM Tak MocTynuThb! Jlyuiiie otnaiite emy MeHs, Tak
Oyner npasuibHO! [pory, nociymiaiite cBOI0 JOUb U cIeaiTe, KaK sl FOBOPIO! — He 3HAI0 0YeMy,
HO JlyMaJia, YTo Tak OyJeT CIpaBeyIuBO MOCTYIUTb.

— U Bce ke, 4 caenaio 1o cBoemy! 910 Mol BBIOOP U BCIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTD IMOJHOCTBIO Oepy
Ha ce0s1! — He ciaBajics yrpsiMel 1 OoJIbLIIe He JKeJlast MeHs CIIyLlaTh, yIie.

4 xotena mocnenoBarh 3a HUM, HO BXOJHBIE BOPOTa B MOE TaiiHOe YOeXHIe ObLIM TYT Ke
3aKPBITHI, IPSMO MEPET MOUM HOCOM.

Sl mpekpacHO NMOHMMasla, YTO MHE OTCIoa He BbIOpaThCs, MO3TOMY, PEIInja IMONPOCUTh
MOMOIIIM y CBOEH Hal Ma.
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— lyan, momoru MHe BbIOpaThcsi U3 3atodeHus! Thl ke MOHMMaellb, YTO €CJM y OTIa He
TIOJTYYHMTCS €T0 3aMbICelT, TO BCEM JKUTENISIM IPO3UT ONMAcHOCTh! [la, sl TOHMMalo, YTO MPOIITy CIUIIKOM
MHOTOTO ¥ BO3MOKHO, UTO TeOsI TIOCIIe STOTO KAET HaKa3aHWe, HO TPOIITY, Thl JOJKHA MHE TIOMOYB!
— Hai/1sl )KEHIIHY B €e KOMHATe, PUHSJIACh TPOCUTD Y Hee O TIOMOIIIH.

Ha, 51 He HaJiesIach HA Ha YTO, HO BCE K€, XOTeJla MOMNbITaTh yaauy. ABOCh IOTYyYUTCS TOMMAaTh
ee 3a XBOCT.

— Ho 1BoI1 oTen 3anpetu TeOs1 BeimyckaTh! Y 3Haelb, MHE KaXeTcsl, YTO TUIaH HAIllero uMrie-
paropa BIOJHE MOXET cpadoTaTh! — Kak s 1 aymana, lllyan Bcraia Ha CTOpOHY MOHApXa.

CniopuTsb ¢ Heit Ob110 Oecrione3Ho. $1 3To TouHo 3Haa. [ToaToMy, TyT ke OTCTyIuIa U YILIa.

Vcesiuch nof 1Beryieit Cakypoit, KOTopasi pociia Ha JKUBOIMMCHOM TOJISIHE, 3ayMaJiach.

— Mory nomous ¢ moberom! — oT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH, JIaXKe MOANPHITHYJIA HA CKaMelKe.

S ornsienack 1Mo CTOpoHaM, HO HUKOro He yBujesa. Kto co mHoi roBopuii? MokeT MHe MoKa-
3aJ10Ch?

— He Hamo mens 0osAThes, 1 He npuunHIO Tebe Bpeaa! Beero nwmib moMory cOexars. Beab
Thl ceiYac MIMEHHO 3TOTO XOYelllb? — OIATh YCIIBIIIaa rojoc U TYT, YBHUEIa MaJeHbKYI0 Oelyio
3MeHKy, KOTopasi CBEpHYBIIMCH KJTyOOUKOM, MpsITajiach B TEHU JIepeBa.

A 51 oueHb O0I0Ch BCAKHMX TaJIOB MOJI3YUYHX U KaK 3aKpUuy. A TIOTOM, cpasy 3axoTtesna cOexars,
HO CHOBA YCJIbIIIIaza:

— Ipocry, ecnu Hamyras! S MOry NPUHATH YEIOBEYECKUI OOIMK U MOXKET TOT/IA, Th COTJIa-
CHUIIbCS] CO MHOW TIOTOBOPUTH !

He ycnena s u mma3oM MOprHyTb, Kak TYT MPOM3OIILIO Hactosiee BomedcTBo. Ha mecre
3MelKH NosIBUIICA MyKIrHA. OH ObUT HEOOBIYHOUM BHEIITHOCTH, OEJIbIe BOJIOCHI, TOYObIE IJ1a3a U OfIeT
B OeJIOCHeKHOe XaHb(y. A KOrJa OH YABIOHYJICS, TO S 3aMETHJIA KITBIKU.

— Kr0 ThI Takoi1? — cripocuia y Hero.

— 41 Baiime, BoibHBIN JeMOH. [IaBHO yke KHMBY B 9TOM cajy M MpucMaTpuBai 3a To0oi! Tel
MpaBa, MOW XO35IMH BCEI/Ia YyBCTBYET MOABOX U €CJIM TBOH OTEIl X0YeT OOMaHyTh MOETO rOCIIOANHA,
TO HEMPEeMEeHHO 3a 3TO noriatutcs! [IoaTomy, MbI ¢ TOOOH JOJIKHBI STO MPEJOTBPATUTD! — MOSCHUT
JIEMOH U B €0 MPaBOil pyKe BAPYT MOSIBUIICS Beep, KOTOPbIM OH CTajl ceOs 0OMaxuBarh.

— A TBI TOUHO TIOMOXelTb? MHe MPOCTO Hail Ma paccKasblBaja MHOTO CKa30K M JIETEH]I ITPO
JEMOHOB Y KaK OHH JIIOOAT MOJIAKOMUTBCS YesioBeueckuM msicom! Thl Besib ceiiyac MeHsi He oOMa-
HBIBaeIb? — HEe CKPOI0, MHE ObLJIO OUeHb CTPAIITHO, HO BCE ke, s XOTesa cOekaTh ¥ IO3TOMY cefuac
MIPUXOJWIIOCH BEpUTDH 3TOMY baiiie.

— Her, uro Th1! Eciit 51 cheM Tebs1, TO XO35UH OTOpPBET MHe royioBy! $1 ke ckasa, 4to mpu-
CMaTpHBAIO 32 TOOOM U ceiiuac, X0y MoMOoYb MPEAOTBPATUTh KaTtacTpody! — BHOIHE yOeUTETHHO
MIPOTOBOPUJI 3MEH U OTYEr0-TO, sl IOBEPUIIA EMY.

— Xoporo! Kakoii y Te0st m1aH? — BCE-TaKM COTJIaCHIIach M MPUTOTOBIIIACH CITYIIIATh yKa3a-
HUS 3TOTO IEMOHA.
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I'nmaBa 3

Okazajioch, 4To B CTEHaX, KOTOpbIe MEHS JBAIATh JIET OKPYKaJW ObUIO TIOJHO IIENIeH.
[Toatomy, MasieHbKOI OeJIOl 3MelKe ObUIO HETPYJHO MPOTIOJ3TH Yepe3 OHY U3 HUX, YTOOBI OTKPHITh
MHe Bopota. EcrecTBeHHO, Baiiiie mpuIioch BEIPyOUTh CTPAKHUKOB, KOTOPbIE MEHST OXPaHSLIH.

Korpma s okazanach Ha cBoOone, TO TYT e IMOHsIA, YTO COBEPILIEHHO He 3HAlo, Kyda HaJo
Oexarts, a ee, 1 He ycnena nornpomarkes ¢ [llyan. Ho, coxaners 06 aTom Obut0 Hekoraa. [IemMoH,
KOTOPBIN BeJl MeHs1, MPOCTO He yMeeT *kJaTh. CKOpel BCero OH YyBCTBOBAJ MPUOIMKEHUE CBOETO
FOCIIOAMHA U TT03TOMY, TOPOITUJICS.

Bnaronapst Tomy, 4To 060 MHE HUKTO HE 3HaJ, 51 CIIOKOMHO IIIJIa Ty/1a, Ky/Ia BeJla MeHs MaJieHb-
Kasi 3Melika. Bopora Be3jie, KpoMe MOUX U ITIaBHBIX OBLIM OTKPBITHI ¥ TOJIBKO B OTHOM MeCTe, CTpaK-
HUKY IOMHTEPECOBAJIMCh, KTO 51 BooOIIIe Takasi? Ho Baiirie ¢ Humu 6picTpo pa3odpaics. U caenan oH
9TO THXO U Oe3 IyMa. A MOTOM YJIOKHJI UX TAKUM 00pPa30oM, YTO Ka3aJIoCh CTPAKHUKH MPOCTO CIISAT.

— Xortenoch Obl ¥ MHE TaK YMeTh! — IIETHYyJIa JeMOHY.

3Mel yCMEXHYJICS U POJEMOHCTPUPOBAB CBOU KJIBIKH, CKa3aJ:

— Koraa nonazens Bo BiIaieHUs rOCHOAMHA, Hay4y! DTO, C YCJIOBUEM, €CJIU MTOBEJIUTENb 1103~
BOJINT!

[Mocnennsisi ppaza HEMHOro paccTpousa, Tak Kak s Aymalo, YTO TEMHBIN He 3aX04eT, YTOObI C
€ro 3aJI0KHUIIEeH KTO-HUOYIb KOHTaKTHpOBaJl. [la 1 BOOOIIIE, UTO OH Oy/IeT AesaTh co MHOW? Moxer
3aKpoeT TaK ke B CHIpOM Kamepe, re 51 IO KOHIIA CBOMX JIHEel cBeTa Oenoro He yBuxky. [loexuiach
OT COOCTBEHHBIX MBICJICH U TIPUTOPIOHUIIACK.

— A Kako¥ 1o xapakrepy TBoM rocniofyH? CHIIBHO KECTOKUI? — pellnja COPOCUTh Y TOTO,
KTO HEMHOT'O 3HAaKOM C TéM, KTO MEHsI CKOPO IJICHUT.

— CkaxeM TakK, OH pa3HOCTOPOHHSISI JITYHOCTh. B Mepy xecTok u cripaBeamB! A B 6010, eMy
HET paBHBIX, J1a U Mar oH OIMyHbIi! CIUIIIKOM YHOPHBIN U BCeraa J0OMBaeTCs CBOero! — KpaTKo
OIKCAJI MHE U 1 cpa3y MOHsIa, YTO TOYHO MPOBEAY OCTATOK JHEN B3arepTu.

Korna mbl mpuOIu3uamck K ri1aBHbIM BOPOTaM, TO Cpa3y 3aMETUIIH, YTO 31€Ch CKOMMUIIOCh MHOTO
BOMHOB. CKOpell BCero, oTell 3ayMaJl TPaHAHO3HOE CpakeHUe, I1ie MHOTHE MOTMOHYT.

Hawm npuiiiock cipsitathest, Tak Kak 51 3aMeTIIIa UMIIEPATOpa, KOTOPBIH BeJl O[] JIOKOTh KaKyIo-
TO JeBYIIKY. [la — 3TO, CKOpel BCero, Ta HecuacTHasi, KOTOPYIO MOHApX 3ayMaJl MOAKUHYTh TEMHOMY
BMeCTO MeHs1. [leByIika Oblla HeBEpPOSITHO KpacuBa U €CTECTBEHHO, OHA COMPOTUBIISLIACK, HE Kellasi
CTAHOBUTLCS 3AJIOKHULIEN.

— Oren, npoiny TeOs1, HE OTIaBail MeHsI TEMHOMY BJIaJibike! — yMoJIsijla OHa O clie3aMH Ha
r1a3ax.

— IMoBepp noporas, Tak HAJIO W TBOS KepTBa OyJeT He HanpacHa! XBaTUT yUpaThCs, IPUMU
CBOIO y4acTh U JJOOPOBOJILHO MU K HEMY, HE COMIPOTHBIISISICH! — IBITAJICS OOBSICHUTD €1 MMITIepaTop.

A 1, I Ha 9TY KapTUHY, KPEIKO Ckaja Kylakd. Beiio kaiib 3Ty HecyacTHyo. [1ycTh gaxe,
Ha MIHOBEHKE Y MeHsI IPOMEJIbKHYJIA MBICJIb, YTOOBI TIO3BOJIUTH OTILY OTJATh €€ BMECTO MEHSI.

— D1, He cMelt gaxe aymarh 00 3toM! [ToMHM, 4TO clienaeT Mo rOCIOAMH, KOTJa y3HaeT
o nonmeHe! f eMy o0Osi3aTesIbHO 000 BCEM JIOJIOXKY, €CIIU Thl, BAPYT, MepeayMaeiib! — Kak OyaTo
MPOYUTAB MOM MBICITH, CKa3aJl 3MEMl.

— Her, s He nepenymarto! IlpocTto, Kak mpeACTaBiio, YTO OMATh MOMaAy MOJ 3aMOK, HEMHOTO
nenaercs He o cede! Xovercst ObITh CBOOOIHOM, TIOCMOTPETh 3TOT MHP, Y3HATh MHOTO Yero WHTe-
pecHoro! Ho ceituac, mosydaercsi, cama oOpekato ceds1 Ha 3atoueHue! Tak HecripaBeUIMBO! — 4YyTh
HE pbljiasi OT JOCa/Ibl, BHIMOJIBUJIA B OTBET.

A TeM BpeMeHeM, HaJl HAIIUMHU I'OJIOBaMU, COJTHIIE MOCTENEHHO 3aBOJIOKJIO TSKEIbIMU Ty4aMuy
Y pe3Ko noteMHes0. Takoe 4yBCTBO, Oy/ITO HAUMHAETCS YparaH U BOT-BOT JIMBAHET JJOK/Ib.
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— Moii rocionuH yxe 31ech! Camoe Bpemsi BCTPETUTh €ro Mo JIOCTOMHCTBY! — C yJIBIOKOM
BBIMOJIBUJI 3MEN U XOTEN BLIATH U3 HAILIETO YKPLITHA, HO A HE TTO3BOJIWJIA EMY 9TOIO.

— He cnemm, naBaii ciepBa mocMOTpuM, 4Tto OyaeT. bolock, eciii MeHs1 3aMeTUT UMIIepaTop,
TO MOET OOpaTHO YTaIlUTh B MECTO, TJie ABaAIAaTh JieT npstain! A HaM 3Toro He Hajo! Bmemaemcs,
KOTJa HACTYNUT TOIXOASIIINIA MOMEHT! — 3aiepkaB IeMOHA 3a PyKaB, MOMPOCHJIA €0 BEPHYThCS
Ha MECTO.

— Xoporo, naBail MogokaeM! — cornacuscs 3Mei U Mbl TPOJOJIKUIIN HAOMIOAAT.
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I'naBa 4

BouHbl y BOPOT 3aMeTHO Hampsriuch. BuaumMo, OHM 4yBCTBOBAJIM, UTO BCE BOKPYI HAMEKaeT
O TIPUXOJie TEMHOTO BJaJbIKK. §I Mmoexwuiack, a BOT Baiillle ObUT COBEpIIEHHO CIIOKOEH, €ro Jake
HeMHOro 3a0aBiisiia AaHHas cutyarms. Cyns no 61ecKy B ia3ax, ¢ KOTOPbIM OH CMOTpEJ Ha Haly-
TaHHBIX JIIOOEH.

W BOT, KynTbMUHAIIMOHHBIA MOMEHT Hactas. CrepBa, Bce yBUIEIU MPUOIKAIOIIUICS TyMaH,
a KOTJ1a OH HACTHUT BOPOT M OKYTaJl CBOEH JHIMKOM HAC BCEX, MOSIBUIICS TEMHBII BIaJIbIKA.

Mos 3ameHa, crosuia M Tpsiciach OT cTpaxa. S maxke cibliiajia, YTO OHA YTOBApUBaeT MOETO
OTIa HE OTJAaBaTh €€ AEMOHY, HO, MO POIUTENb KPEIKO C:KUMAJT ee 3aIlsICThe, COBEPIIEHHO He Kellasi
OTITYCKATh.

— Tol ono3gan! — noaMeTrsI UMIEepaTop ¢ Mpe3peHueM s Ha KPACUBOTO MY>KUMHY, KOTO-
Ppblil Tiepe/i HUM MaTepraTn30BaICs.

— He ouenb BexIMBOE 3aMeUaHe C TBOEH CTOPOHBI, BMECTO ITPUBETCTBUSL. S BOOOIIIE HE XOTe
MPUXOJUTh, TAK KaK 3HAIO, YTO Thl XOUYEIlb MeHsI OOMaHyTh W MOACYHYTh He cBoIo 1oub! Eciu 3to
TaK, TO 51 MOT'Y Pa30pBaTh HAIl JOTOBOP U TOTJA, ThI JIMIIUIIbCS Beel cBoell nuHacTin! CKaxku MHe
UMIIepaTop, Hao Jiu Tebe 9T0? — cpasy ke pacKyCUJIM UMIIepaTropa U s 3aMeTHIIa, KaK Harpsriuch
BOMHBI, KOTOPbIE HAC OKPYKAJIH.

S Toke MpUroTOoBUJIACH K TOMY, 4TO OyIeT Aajblile U Jaxe XoTela cpa3y BBIATU KO BCEM U
PacKpbITh cedsl, HO TeTlephb 3Mei MpUepKal MeHs 32 TUIEY0 U THXO IIEMHYJT:

— IMoroau, He criemy, Tl ObLIa MPaBa, OYeHb MHTEPECHO MOCMOTPETD, Kak OyIyT pa3BUBATHCS
coObITUA nanee!

Sl moguMHMIIACh M OCTAJIach Ha MecTe. A TeM BpeMeHeM, TEMHBIN BJIajIblka OOOIIIE]T TPUHIIECCY
Y TIPUCTAJIPHO BCMaTpPHUBAasCh B Hee, Kak Oy/ITO Ha PbIHKE JIOIAJb BBIOMPAET, YyTh ObUIO B POT K
JEBYIIIKE He 3aIIsIHYJI, YTOOBI IIPOBEPUTD, BCE JIU 3yOhl Y Hee Ha MecTe.

— Dr0 Mos gous! 3abupaii ee U yxoau! — MOHApX HE XOTeJI CIaBaThCs U MPOJOJIKAII HACTa-
HMBaTh Ha CBOEM.

TemHbIl yCMEXHYJICSI U BIIPYT, PE3KO MPUOMU3WIICSA K UMIepaTtopy. B ero pyke u3 uepHOro
ObIMa MaTepHaIN30BaJICsl KMHXKaJl, KOTOPbIA OH MPUCTaBWI K TOpPJy MOEro orua. Murom, BOMHBI
BBICBOOO/IUJIM CBOM MEYU M3 HOKEH U XOTeJIM aTaKoBaTh AEMOHA, HO UMIIEPaTop kKECTOM MOKa3al UM
HE JIeaTh 3TOro.

— Kak ThI cMeellb, MPoIoIKaTh BTIOXUBATh MHE 3TY JIeBKY ! OHa He TBOSI I0Yb U HE MOSI 3aJI0K-
Huta! f 3To mMory Jierko nokaszars! CMOTpH, Ha ee 3amsCTbe HeT POIMHKY B BUe JoToca! A y Bcex
MOUX 3aJIOXKHUII, OHa MMeJach. 3HAJI 00 3TOH OCOOEHHOCTU TOJIBKO 51 M B JOTOBOPE PO 3TO OBLIO
HarcaHo. $1 3Haj, YTO KTO-TO M3 MMIIEPATOPOB MOMbBITACTCS MEHsI OOMaHYTh U TIO3TOMY, yKa3al
TaKylo JieTalb, Ha KOTOpYIo oOpalliaj BHUMaHUe B MepBylo ouepeab! Tak uto, eciiu uepes nsaTh MUHYT,
ThI HE OT/IAIIb HACTOSIIIYIO IPUHIIECCY, s YObIO T€OSI U TIOTOM. ..

W TyT, 9 He BbIIEpXKATIA U BB U3 3acafibl, BRIKPUKHYJIA:

— 41 31ech, cama npuIILIa, 9TOObI JOOPOBOJILHO TeOe caThes!

Sl Bcerna ropauiach poIMHKON B BUE JIOTOCA, KOTOpAsl KPacoBaslach Y MEHsI Ha 3arscThbe, a
Terepb, BHE3AITHO MOHSIA, YTO OHA Y MEHSI He MPOCTO Tak. DTO Mevarh, Oaroaapst KOTOpO, TEMHBIN
pacro3HaeT CBOUX 3aJI0KHHIL.

— MeiH, Kak Thl TYT OKa3aJlach? — BBIKPUKHYJI OTEII U TYT, C HeOa JIMBAHYJT JIOKIb.

HeoxunganHo, psgomM co MHOM MOSIBUIICS TEMHBII M TPUXKaB K cede, KaJHO BTSHYJ HOCOM MO
3amax.

— A 3TO MO# 3aJI0KHUIIA, Terepb, MOKHO BepHYTbcs K cebe B [lycroms. Ho 3a To, 4TO Th
XOTeJ1 OOMaHyTh MEHsl, 51 HAIIUTIO Ha Bac TPEXIHEBHYIO OypIo, KOTOpasi yHUUTOKUT MOJIOBUHY TBOEH
umnepun! ITycTs TBOI HaCJEJHUK 3aTIOMHMUT, YTO B CJAEAYIOUIHIA pa3, sl He Oy1y Tak MUJIOCTUB U BCe
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TBOM 3€MJIM YTOHYT B KPOBM UMIIEPATOPCKON CeMbH! — 3JI0Belle TPOrOBOPMII TEMHBIN BJIAJbIKA U
poOOPMOTaB KaKOe-TO 3aKJIMHAHUE, HAKOJI0BAJ MOPTAJL.

— Her, nporry, nomutyii! — ycJplmaia MoJs0y uMIeparopa.

Ho orBeuars emy 1eMOH He cTaj1, OH POCTO TOJIKHYJI CBOIO OYEPEAHYIO 3aJI0KHUILY B IIOPTaJl
Y BOIIIEJ 32 MHOM cieioM. baiiiiie nepeBorIioTHICs B 3MEMKY U B TAKOM BHJIE COITPOBOXK 1A CBOETO
rOCIIOAMHA.

51 okazamack Ha rpaHUTHOM MOJTy. MHe ObIIO OOJILHO U TOPBhKO. Benb Terneps, 51 3aJI0)KHUTA Y
JIEMOHA M TOJIBKO JIUIIIL OOraM U3BECTHO, KaKasi cyap0a MeHsi oxkuaeT. [loka3piBaTh CBOM UYyBCTBA U
OT4YasiHUe, sl He XOTesa. By/eT cMIKoM MHOTO 4ecT, He X04y, YTOObl OH BH/IeNl MOIO ¢nabocThb. S
CTOJIbKO JIET KWJIa B 3aTOYEHUH, TaK YTO U TYT CIPABIIOCh CO BCEM, KaK U paHee.

— A Th1 iep3kasi! Panee, y MeHs He ObUIO TaKMX 3aJI0KHHILL. B OCHOBHOM, OHU cpasy ke Hauu-
HaJTM TUIAKaTh ¥ yMOJISITh MEHsI BEPHYTh UX JIOMOU. $1 AymaJ, 4To Thl TOKE HAYHEIIIb JIUTh CJIe3bl, HO
B UTOTe, BIKY, YTO OIMIMOCS! — MPOroBOPHIT TEMHBIM, C YAUBJICHUEM Pa3IJIsiIbIBas MEHSI.

— MoseT 3T0 U3-3a TOro, YTO S BHIPOC/IA KaK MPOCTOJIOAMHKA! A ponuTenel CBoux, BUaesa
TOJIbKO TIpu poxkaeHuun! Otell mpsiTaa MeHsl OT BCeX U cervac, YBUJEB MepeMeHbl B MOed KU3HH,
HAJeI0Ch, YTO BBl He Oy/ieTe CO MHOM CJIMIIIKOM KeCTOKM! — TOIHSIBIIMCh HA HOTH, BHIMOJIBUJIA U
nocMoTpesia Ha baiiiie, KOTOpbIid yxke MPUHST YeIoBevYecKyio (popmy.

— 3ps Tl Ha 3TO HaJleelbCsl, Joporyiua! 31ech Thl He IPOCTO 3aJI0KHULIA, 3[€Ch, Thl MOSI JINY-
Has cayxaHka! [Tostomy, Oyzerb KuTb, Kak MPHUCITYTa U €CJH B3yMaelllb HbITh, UM KaJOBaThCS,
TO HEMPEMEHHO MOJTyuuIlnb Hakasanue! Mmelt B Buay, 4to 51 He Oyqy ¢ TOOOW 1IEPEMOHMTBCS, TaK
KaK 371eCh, Thl HE MTPUHIIECCA. 3aMIOMHH, 51 TBOW OCIIOAAMH, UMITEPATOp 1 00T, KOTOPOMY HAJI0 TIOKJIO-
HaATbcst! Hanetock, Thl 3aMIOMHUIIL 3TO U OyAellb BECTH ceOsl XOpoIo? — ObUIO CKa3aHO BIACTHBIM
TOHOM M 10 TOJIOCY $I TTOHSJIA, YTO IEMOH HE IIyTHUT.

— 4 moHsi1a Bac, MO TOCIIOMH! — CKpeIsi AyIIoi 1 3y0amu, BHIMOJIBIJIA B OTBET.

— Vmunuka! A Ternieps, Baiiie nmokaxer tede, rae Thl Oylelib KHUTh, a K yTPY, KAy CBOKO
ciykaHkKy y ce0s! Vimell B Buay, eciv Thl POCHHMIIb U OMO3/aelllb, TO cpa3y Oyzelb Haka3aHa! A
Tenepb, €CIU Thl BCE YCBOWJIA, CTyMall Mpoyb! — MOKa3aB keCTOM, 4TO sl eMy yXke€ He MHTEpecHa,
TEMHBII BJa/IbIKa TIOJOIIEN K OKHY.

— Tlo3Bosnbre y3HaTH KOE-uTO? IIpOCTO 51 XOUy YTOUHHTH OfIHY MAJIEHbKYIO A€Tallb, TaK, AJIs
sicHOCTH! — Kor/ia KO MHe NMpUOIM3UJIICS 3MeH, s HAKOHell Halllla B cebe CMeJIOCTh Ha OIIUH BOIIPOC.

TemHBII BIaJblKa CHOBA MOYTWJI MEHS CBOMM BHMMAaHMEM M S 3aMETWJIa, YTO Ha €ro JIMLE
MIPOCTYNUJIO YIUBIJICHUE.

— A 181 cmenasi! Hy xoporiio, pasperiiaio, roBOpH, 4To Tede XOUeTCsl BBISICHUTD?
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I'naBa 5

— Ckaxure, a 4To CTaJIO C APYrUMHU 3a0oxkHuIaMu? Kaxple Tpuanarh JeT, Bbl 3a0upaiy Ux
U3 CEMbU. A MOTOM, YTO C HUMHU CTaJIO B UTOre? — CHpOCHIIa U 3aMETUJIA, YTO MOI BOITPOC HE OYEHb
MIOHPABUJICS] TEMHOMY BJIQ/IBIKE.

JleMOH nojkas ryobl 1 HEMHOTO 3aMeEIKAJICs C OTBETOM.

— Jla, 1 mo3Bosiui Tede 3aaTh ITOT BOINPOC, HO 3HAEIIb, BAPYT B35 U NepegyMall Ha Hero
otBevaTh! He o6s13atTenbHO TeOe Bee 3HaTh. Baidie, oTBe M ee B KOMHATHI JUIsI IPUCITYTH U TIO3HAKOMb
c rocrioxkoi ['o. ITycTe OHa BbIACT €if IOBCEHEBHYIO OJ€XKIY M OOBSCHUT MpaBUiIa MOBEICHUS B
MoeM npucytcTBun! He oueHb OyeT NpHIIMYHO He 3HATh, KaKKe Y MeHs TpeOOBaHUS U KaK CJIeAyeT
BBIPXXaTh MHE NOYTEHUE ! — MOJHOCTBIO IPOUTHOPUPOBAB MOM BOIIPOC, TEMHbII MACTEPCKH BBIKPY-
TWJICS U PEIlWI IEpXKaTh MEHs1 B HEBEJICHUH.

A Besib MHE MHTEPECHO 3HaTh CyAbOy 9THX HECUACTHBIX JeByIleK. Bce ke, oHM Obul MOMMMU
POICTBEHHULIAMM.

— XO0po1lo, Kak CKaKeTe MOBEJIUTEb! — MOKJIOHUJIACh, PELIMB CIIeIaTh BUM, YTO MEHS COBCEM
He 3a]IeJ10 €ro MOBeJIeHHeE.

— Bor u ommyHo, a Teneps, baiiiie, orBeau ee kyaa s Benein! IToka 3aiimych estaMu, KOTOpbIe
MHE IPUIILIOCh OTJIOKUTh, YTOOB! CXOAUTH B Mup Jofei! He yoOmo, Korna ecTb Kyya HelnoAn1caH-
HBIX JOKYMEHTOB! A elrie BeJjb Hal0 BCTPETUTHCS C CBOMMHU IOAITAHHBIMU, YTOOBI y3HATh, HE HYKHA
JI1 UM MOSI TIOMOIIIb, B 4eM-JIM00! — TOHOM 3a00T/IMBOrO MOHAapXa IPOTOBOPWII TEMHBIN BJIaIbIKA,
B TO BpeMs, KaK Mbl C 3MEeM IOKJIOHUBILUCh B 3HAK YBAaXEHUs, IOKUHYJIM MOMEILEHUE, KOTOpoe
HaroOMMHAJIO KaOuHeT!

XoTs1, OTKYJ]a MHE 3HaTh, KaK BBIIJISIUT JIMYHBIE allapTaMEHTBl MOHApXa, Tl OH OOBIYHO 3aHU-
MaeTcs JieJlaMy M pa3MBIILISeT Hall poOiemMamu ero ummnepuu? 51 XoTb U pociia pH 1BOpe MMIle-
paropa, HO Bcerja npedpiBaia B 3aepTy U noj oxpaHoi. [ToatoMy, 51 XOTh M cuMTasach MPUHIIEC-
COI1, HO HUKOI/Ia He BU/IeJIa BCIO KPAacoTy MMIIEPATOPCKOro 1Bopa. 1o oduaHo! U ceituac, s He Xxouy
OBbITh 311ech IUIEHHULIEH. O0s3aTeIbHO HY)KHO OOXKMTBCS 3[1€Ch, HANTH JIpy3eld U MOTOM, cOekKaTh.
BepHyTbCA K JTI0A5IM ¥ HAWTHU 1OPOTY JOMOM!

— MeiinuH, 0 yeM Thl 3aayManach? — OTBJIEK MEHSI OT MOMX MbIciiel baniie.

— $1 3TOroO He Moka3zajia TBOEMY X035MHY, HO 3HAElllb, HA CAMOM JieJie, MHE OYEHb CTPALIHO. S
He OyJy Kallpu3HUYaTh, Kak APyrue MPUHLECChl, KOTOPbIX PACTUIIU B JIIOOBU U BCEJ03BOJIEHHOCTH, HO
MHE He OYeHb XOUYETCsl, YTOObl KO MHE OTHOCHJIMCh, KaK K IpHUCIyre! — MpOroBopuiia, OCMaTpUBasich
10 CTOPOHAM U YIUBJIsASICh OOCTAaHOBKE, KOTOPast HAC OKpYyKaJia.

Bo-nepBbiIx, 311€ch ObLIO MpayHO, HO JOPOro 0OCTaBJIeHO. B MHTEepbepe B OCHOBHOM JOMHUHU-
POBaJIM TEMHBIE U CEpble TOHA, PAaHUTHBIE: 1101, CTEHBI U 1axe MoTosoK. HecMoTpst Ha OoJiblive OKHa,
BOKPYT LIapWJI MIOJyMpPaK, HO STOrO BIOJIHE XBATAJIO, YTOOBI BUAETh BCE BOKPYT. A BOT Kakoe Bpems
cyTok ceituac B [lycromm, BooOmie 6bi10 HenoHATHO. Takoe ObIBaeT, KOrjga MpOMCXOOUT 3aTMEHUE
COJIHIIA ¥ IMEHHO 3TO sIBJIEHUE 3/1eCh HaOMoan0ch. B purHImIIe, 3T0ro 1 ciefoBaio 0KuIaTh, 31eCh
’KMBYT CO3/IaHMS TbMBI M COJIHIIE UM HE BCETZla HPABUTCA. DX, TENEPb MHE NPUIETCA K TAKOMY IIpH-
BBIKaTb. XOTS 51 OY€Hb JIIOOJIO, KOTJa TEeIUIO M CBETUT COJHBIMKO. Hy HUuero, mocrapaioch ¢ 3TUM
CBBIKHYTBCS], [TIaBHOE, YTOObI OblJIa KPbILIa HaJl TOJIOBOW U NPUIMYHAS e/1a.

— TMocymait Mmenst Meiiia! 1 MHOTO JIeT TaifHO MPUCMATPHUBAJ 32 TOOOH U JJaske HEMHOTO
npuBsA3ajcs K Tede, Kak OyATO He uMIeparop TBoM orell, a si! — Bapyr baiiiie pe3ko ocraHOBUJICA
U pa3BEepHYB MeHs K ceOe JIMIOM, 3aroBopuil: — 1 gaxe ucnoyHs Bce TBOM npuxotu! [ToMHMIIb,
Korza Tebe ObIJIO ceMb JIET, Hall Ma pacckasaia Tede O TOM, KaK XO[ujia Ha MECTHBIN PHIHOK U IOKY-
naja TaM CBOEMY ChlHY (PpyKThl B Kapamenu. Thl He cka3asia eil, Kak 3axoTejia nonpoOoBaTh 3TO
nakomcTBO. Ho, Korja mpuia K Toii cakype, Iie KW 51 M 3aIJIakaB, Tokesaia Takoe MompoOoBaTh.
YTpoM, Korja Thl TPOCHYJIACh, JIAKOMCTBO Jiexkano y TeOs Ha crone. Thl mogymMaia, 9To 9T0 Hail Ma
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UCIIOJTHIJIA TBOIO MEYTY, HO Ha CaMoM Jiefie, 9T0 ObuI 5. Beeraa, 4to Obl ThI He MoXenana, s IPUHOCKIT
tebe 310! U ceiiuac, eciu BApyr TeOe OyIeT MmIoXo WM MOXET KTO-HHOYIb OOMIUT, HAlIM MeHS U
s Bce ynaxy! [TomHu 06 3ToM MeiinnH 1 He 3a0bIBaid !

VY MeHsl, OT TaKoro 3asiBJICHUsI, Jaxe Ila3a PAaCIIMPIIINCh OT yAuBJeHHs. Baiiie npusssancs
KO MHE, HO MbI C HUM HUKOTJa HE Pa3rOBapHBaJIM 10 JyIIaM 1 BCE, YTO OH ceiiyac MHe MoBeia, Oblia
yrcTas npapja. JeficTBUTENbHO, B CEeMb JIET s 3aX0Tena (PpyKTOB B KapaMeliu, O KOTOPBIX paccKasasa
Hail Ma ¥ CTOMJIO MHE TOJIbKO TOXeNIaTh 00 3TOM BO3JIE CaKyphl, Ha YTPO S HaIllIa CIAJ0CTH Y ceds
Ha cTonie. A KyKJia, KOTOpYIO sI TOKe XOTeJsa, IO CHX MOp XPaHWIach Y MeHsI B KOMHATE U 5, HHOTAA
craja ¢ Hed. A Korja CTaHOBMJIOCh OJIMHOKO pa3roBapvBalia ¢ HeM, Kak C CBOEH MOAPYroi, KOTOpou
y MeHs1 HUKOT/Ia He ObUIO.

— A kykna? Kykiy Toxke Thl ogapuii? — CIpOChiIa, pa3 YK 3Mell pel yIapuThcsi B BOC-
MIOMUHAHUS.

— Jla, KyKJ1y 3Ty, s JIMYHO TeOe CIIMI U TOJNOXKWI 1of cakypy! M Obul oueHb paj, Koraa Thl
Ipbiraja OT BOCTOpra, korjaa ypujena ee! Tak uyro, MeinnH, nmoMHu o HaiieM pasrosope! f Bcerna
K TeOe Mpuy, JIUIIb TOJIKO CTOMT B MBIC/ISIX MeHsI o3BaTh! Korzia Tel Obia MaJIeHbKOH, 51 CBSI3AT
HalM CcyapObl KpacHOUM HUTHIO! Yepes Hee, Thl BCeryia CBSIKEIIbCSl CO MHOM! — BBIMOJIBUJI IEMOH U
B3sIB MEHS 32 PYKY, OTKPbLI MACCHBHYIO JBEPb.

[Nepen Hamy BHU3 yXOAMJIa JIECTHUIIA, a IOPOTy ocBemmany dakensl. Tenepb, CTeHbI, KOTOpPbIE
HAC OKpyXayiu, ObUTM HE U3 Mpamopa, a U3 KamHs. Korga Mbl Havyaiau CIycKaThCsi, sl 3aMeTHJIA B
HEKOTOPBIX MECTax IUIECEHb ¥ B HOC MHE TaKKe y/IapuJl HeMPHUATHBIH 3anax chipoctu. Cpasy MoHsiia,
YTO MeHS BeJyT B camble HM3bI 3aMKa, Ile JKMBET mpuciyra. M tam, cBera elie MeHblle, 4YeM Ha
BEPXHUX TaKax, I7Ie )KUBET MX TEMHBIN BJIaJIbIKa.

Korga nectHuiia 3akoHUMIIach, s yBUeNa JAJIMHHBIA KOPUIOpP, a TIO OOKaM pacholiarajvch
asepu. [Ton 31ech MblIa Kakasi-To JEBYIIKA U 1O ee OJISAHOCTH s TOHSLIA, YTO C He SIBHO YTO-TO HE TaK.

— I'ne Terymka ['0? — KocHyBIIUCH €€ TUIeyda, CIIPOCKJ IEMOH.

A Korza neBymiKa MojHsIa CBOe JIMIIO, s YyTh HE axHyJIa OT ykaca. Y Hee He ObUIO IM1a3, a poT
ObL1 3amuT. Kak 1mo3BosbTe y3HaTh OHA CKaXeT, IJie 3Ta TeTymka?

Ho TyT, B MO€¥i rO/10BE BAPYT MPO3BYYAIIO:

— OnHa o0yyaer HOBUUYKOB, KOTOpble OYKBaJIbHO cerofHs npuobsui! Bhl, s BUXKY, TOKE KOTO-
TO MpHBEN? — MOCMOTPEB HA MEHS ¥ BOTHAB B elI€ OOJBIINI yKac, OTBETHIA AEBYIIKA.

— Xopo10, MOKeIIb MPOAOIKAaTh CBOIO padoTy! — MPOUTHOPHPOBAB BOIPOC MOJIOMOWKH,
3MeH B3sU1 MEHsI 32 PYKY U MPOAOJIKIII ITyTh, MPSIMO 10 MBITOMY TIOJY.

— K0 3Ta HecuacTHasi? — IIENOTOM TTOMHTEPECOBATIACD.

— OHa TyJ71b, IpU3pakK, KOTOPHIX 3[IeCh MHOTO U TeOe Hago Oy/leT K HUM MPUBBIKATh. Kaskabiii
U3 HUX TI0 CBOEMY YKaceH, HO TOBepb, 1Jis1 TeOs OHM He OracHbl. Bcemun MMU yripaBisieT TeTyIlKa
l'o, koTopas saBisercss HekpomaHToM. Takxke, Tetymika ['o, Oyner paznaBarh TeOe 3amanus. Benb oHa
YIIpaBJIsieT XO3AWCTBEHHOW YacThi0 3aMKa M BCs MPUCITyTa MoguuHseTcs ee npukasam! KeHmyHa
OHa XOpOIIIasi, HO €CJIM €€ Pa303/IUTh, MOKET U Haka3aTh! Tak 4To, MOii TeOe COBET, JIydllle He CIIOpb
C Heii, a TO, MOJKeIIb TIOJTyYUTh HaKa3aHue. A OHa JTIOOUT pa3gaBaTh HEBBIIOIHUMBIE 3a/IaHUsI, PAAU
BocruTanus! Cam ee HEMHOTO 1M0OAMBAIOCh U CTAPAIOCh JIMIIIHUKA pa3 Ha MyTU He nornagarbest! la u
TeOe COBETYIO MOJTUaTh B €€ MPHUCYTCTBUU U TOJIBKO CO BceM coramarbcesi! [ToHsna? — pa3bsacHUI
3Mel U MPOIOJIKUIT MY Th.

Ha, s moymo3peBasia, 4to 37ech s Oyly He B MHJIOCTH, HO BOT C NMPHU3PAYHBIMUA OOUTATEIISAMU
9TOrO 3aMKa, OyZIeT He TaK MPOCTO CBBIKHYTHCSA. S1 KOHEUHO He cumTasa ce0s HUKOTraa TPYCUXOM, HO
€CJIM OTISITh BCTPEUYCh C ellle KAKUM-HUOY/Ib PU3PAKOM, MOTY He yAepXkKaTbcs ¥ 3a0paTh. HepBbl Benb
y MEHs He JKeJle3HbIe, a ellle, sl HOBEHbKast U K TAKOMY, TTOKa He MPUBBIKIIIAS.

Ms! npunium enie K ogHou nBepu. [lo gopore, ciaBa 6oram, HaMm OOJIbIe HE TIONAJIOCH TTPH-
3pakoB. Ho 310 He ytemano. Tak Kak ecm s OCTaHyCh 3/1€Ch OJJHA, TO OT MOAOOHBIX BCTPEY, TOYHO
He N30aBIIOCh.
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MbI OCTaHOBWIUCH BO3JI€ OYEPEIHON IEPEBSHHOM MPErpaiou, HO 3aXOAUTh HE CIEIINIIN, TaK
Kak OBUIO CJIBIIITHO, YTO B TIOMEIIICHNUH, Kya OHA BeJIET, IPOUCXOAUT HeuTo onacHoe. Kpuku, pyranb,
a MOTOM, YTO-TO Pa30WJIOCh U YCTIBIIIAB NPUOIMKAIOIIUECs IIaTu, BOBPEMSsI YCIIEIM OTCKOYUTh OT
ABEpH, KOTOpast Pe3KO pacriaxHyJIach.

B xopunop Bedekana B3bepolieHHas 0e10BoIocast JKEHIIUHA, U3 YIIed KOTOPOi B OyKBAILHOM
CMBICJIe TIap BAJIWIIL, a JIUIIO ObLIO OarpoBoe OT 3JI0CTH.

— Hy uro 3a 6ecronoun mens okpyxawot! [1o cTo pa3 roBopuTh Halo, a TOIKY HUKAKOTrO!
Mo Bce BOH U3 MOero KaOMHeTa, a MHaye, 51 3a cedst He 0TBevaln! — Kpuyasia OHa, a TOTOM, BAPYT
3ameTuIa Hac ¢ baiiie. — A 3710 KTO eitie Takas? Koro Tel KO MHE NMPUBEIT 3Mel MOJKOIOAHbIN?

15
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I'maBa 6

CroBa 3acTpsiiv B ropJie He TOJbKO y MeHsI, HO U 'y Baiinie. CTosun, XJIONay r1a3amMu U MOJI-
YaJIu.

A B 3TO BpeMms, 51 JIydille pa3ris/esa BHEITHOCTb 3TOM KeHIHbL. Ee Oeltble JUTMHHBIE BOIOCHI
BBITJISIZICIM CJIOBHO kUBbIe. OHM pa3BUBAIUCH OYATO 3MEHM U HEKOTOPBIE MPSIIA OOBUJIM HECUACTHBIX
HOBEHBKMX, KOTOpbIE ceiiuac HalOMUHAIM KOKOHBI. HO 370 eltie He Bee, ee JIMIO ObLIO Pa3prucoBaHO
KaKMMH-TO CUMBOJIAMH, a Ha PyKax, s1 3aMETUJIa JUIMHHBIE HOI'TH, MPSMO, KaK y COKoja. Bbiock 00
3aKJIajl, YTO UMM OHA CIIOCOOHA Pa3opBaTh IUIOTh HA MEJIKHE KYCOUKH, €CJI COBCEM O3BepeeT.

— Hy Tak 4to THI 3acThUI, clIOBHO McTykaH? Kto 3Ta *)uBas? U moyemMy oHa HaxOmUTCS
31ech? — 3achinaia Hac BOITPOCcaMHy HeTepIieMBast JKeHIIIHA, KOTOPast, IIOXO0Xe, ellie OOJIbIIe Havaia
3JIUTHCA.

— TIpocrute rocnioka ['o, st MPOCTO OYapOBaH Ballleil KPACOTOM U MOTOMY, HEMHOTO 3aMelll-
KaJICS C OTBETOM. A 3TO Ouepe/IHast 3aJI0KHHIIA, KOTOPYIO KaX/Ible TPUALIATH JIET HAIIl TOCTIOANH 3a0HU-
paet u3 Mupa Jioaeii! Bbl jke MOMHUTE PO 3TO M HABEPHsIKA 3HAETe, YTO HYKHO JeJ1aTh, KOI/Ia K HaM
pUOBIBAIOT TAKUE NEBYIIKNA? — OapXaTHHIM TOHOM BBIMOJIBHJI 3MEH, CTapasiCh TOBOPUTD aKKYPATHO,
YTOOBI e111e OOJbIIe He Pa303JIUTh ITY aMy.

Ha MeHs olieHUBaroIIIe B3MIAHY/IM U 51 3aMETHJIA, YTO IBET JIMIIA KEHIIUHBI TIOCTENIEHHO TPH-
00pesT HOpMaJIbHbIN OTTEHOK.

— Kakas-to oHa Tormas u OneHeHbkas! Jlaxke v He CKaxelllb, YTO OHA MPHHIECCA, €CIU Obl
He METKa B BHJE JIOTOCA Ha 3aIlsACThbe, 51 Obl MOAyMaJa, YTO OHA M3 MPOCTONIOIMHOK ! — TMOAMETHIIA
teTymka ['0, a MOTOM YJBIOHY/IACh U s 3aMETHJIA, YTO €€ BOJIOChI OCBOOOIMIIH U3 TJIEHA HECYACTHBIX,
Ha KOTOPBIX OHA HEJABHO KpUYasa.

Tenepb niepe1o MHOM CTOsiIa MUJIAast KEHIIMHA JIET COPOKA U eCii Obl He PaclrCcaHHOE HeBe-
JIOMBIMH 3HAKaMH JIMIIO, 51 Obl HE MOIyMasia, 4TO OHa HEKPOMAHT.

— Her, ona npaBna npuniiecca. IIpocto ee otell, AymMan oOMaHyTh HAIIEro rOCIOIWHA U
[03TOMY, OH TPSITAJl CBOIO JI04Yb, @ BMECTO HEe, BOCITUTHIBAJ UyKOr0 peOeHKa, BbIIaBasi ¢ 3a MPHH-
neccy! OH qymal, 9To CMOXKET OOy PUTh NISATHCOTIETHETO AeMoHa? 3psi OH Ha 3TO HafIesICs, TOCTIO-
JMH HaIll ke JTaBHO 3HAJI PO pOXJEeHUE CBOEH 3a10KHUIIBL. OH MPUCTaBUII MEHS 3a HEel MprcMar-
pYBaTh W BHIIOIHATH Bce ee mpuxotu! M BOT, KOraa HacTasl TOT JIeHb, KOT/ia BJaJblKa J0JIKEH ObLT
3a0paTh CBOIO 3aJI0KHUILY, UMEHHO 51 pa300Ja4ynI JUKUBOTO umreparopa. [lpuBen k Hemy MeinH
Y BPYYWJI, KaK CaMbIil IparolieHHbI OpUIUTHAHT! — MPUHSIICS BOCXBAJIATH ceOst 3Mel, 3a0paB Bce
JaBpbI odeauTens cede.

— Ara, psiMo Bce Tak ¥ ObL10? Mel/IiH, MOXET BHECEIIb SICHOCTh B XBACTOBCTBO 3TOTO Har-
Jieral — MPHHSJIACh 3aUCKUBATh Mepe]] 3MeeM rocroxka [o.

— [la, Baiiie He Bper. OH HACTOSAIIMI TepOd U MPOCTO HAMPOCTO CIIaC MEHS U 3a0HO BECh
MOH poj] OT PHEBa Balllero rocroauta. [Ioatomy, 51 eMy odeHb OarogapHa 3a Bce! — permia Takum
00pa3oM MooOJarofapuTh JEMOHA 3a TO, YTO He TOJbKO MPUCMATPHBAT 32 MHOM, HO M HE3aMETHO
BBINOJIHSAJT BCE MOY JKEJIaHUA.

— Tak, nagno! IMycts B ITycTorm BpeMst TeueT nHave, HO BCe ke, MOpa MOArOTABIUBATh YKUH
151 Haero rocrioguHa. OH OYeHb MyHKTYaJIeH U Pa303JIMTCS, €ClIM BOBPeMsl He ToecT! — HEOXu-
JaHHO, rocroxka ['0 MOIBITOKUIIA HAIl PA3rOBOP, TEM CaMbIM, HaMeKHyJ1a Baiiiiie, 4To OH MOXeT ObITh
CBOOOJEH.

BoT TO/IBKO, MHE OBLJIO HEMHOTO CTPAIIIHO OCTABAThCS C ITOM XKEHIIMHOW Haeaune. YTo-To
MOJICKA3bIBAJIO, KOT/IA JICMOH YHIET, OHa TIPEBPATUTCS B METEPY.

— Tlous, mpunsit v ucye3! IToMmun MeiiuH, st Bcera rae-To NoOIU30CTH U HUKOTIA HE J1aM
TeOst B 00M 1y! — IIEMHY/I MHE Ha MPOIaHue 3Mel M pacTasil B BO3JIyXe.
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Cpazy xe mouyBcTBOBasia mycToTy. Kak OyaTto oT MeHst Kycok orpe3amu. Uyxkas oOcTaHOBKa
¥ HE OJHOTO POJHOTO JMIa. XOTs U JeMOHa POTHBIM 51 Ha3BaTh HE MOIJIA, Mbl 3HAKOMBI HEJIAaBHO,
HO BOT €ro paccka3s o Tom, 4to baiiiiie momorana MHe B AETCTBE, HE3aMETHO MOAKHUIBIBAS TO, YETO
X0Tesa, HEMHOT'O Hac COJIA3UIIO.

— Hy uro, Teneps mopa mo3HaKOMUTHCS CO CBOUMHU 00s13aHHOCTIMU. Ceiuac Mbl OTIIPABUMCS
Ha KYXHIO, T/Ie s Hay4y TeOsi TOTOBUTh caMoe JToOuMoe Omoo Hartero rocrioguHa. OH ecT ero ToJIbKO
1o ocoOeHHbIM JHSM. CerofHs OH U3 TaKWX JHel. B ero mogunHeHue nomnana oyepeaHas 3a1ox-
HUIIA, KOTOpasi, BOBMOXKHO, sIBJISIeTCs ero OymyIeid Bo3mooneHHo! Ox, ecii Obl 3TO IeHCTBUTETBHO
tak! Hammemy Biajgpike oyeHb HyxHa cembsi. [Ipopomkenue nemonumveckoro poaa. Hacneanuk, B
KoH1e KoHLOB! [ToaTomy...

— A 9TO %€ CTaJ0 C MOMMH Tpe/iecTBeHHUIamMu? Beb OHM Toke ObUIM pOKAECHBI B MOEH
ceMbe! YeM OHU ero He yCTpoWIn? — pelnsia ClIPOCUTh y TETYIIKA MHTEPECYIOIINI MEeHsI BOIIPOC.

MosxeT XOTb OHa MHE Ha HErO OTBETHT.

— Ipoctu nerouka, HO 0O STOM HAIll TOCHOIMH 3aIlPETHI TOBOPUTH! JIWIIb TONBKO eMy H03-
BOJIEHO 3TO BcioMHHATh! [103TOMY, €CITH ThI 3aCITy’KHIIb €r0 JOBEPH S, TO OH, 00s13aTeIbHO IMOBEIAET
TeOe Bce O TBOMX IMpPEIIeCTBEHHHIIAX! — CHOBA MHE JJajiil TOHATH, YTO TeMa, KacaTeJbHas 3aJI0K-
HMUII, TIOJTHOCTBIO 3aKPBITa M MHE, HUKTO HUYEro He CKaKET, €CJIM STOrO He TMO3BOJUT UX BJIA/IBIKA.

— Ho MBI ke ¢ BaMU TYT OfIHH U Balll TOCTIOAWH. . .

— A Hy, Heme[JIeHHO 3aMoiruu ! Haril rocioinH o4eHp BEIMKOLYIIHBIN U XOPOLIUIA [TPABUTETH !
He Hano Ha Hero kjeBeTaTb! — MUTOM, OEJIOCHEKHbIE BOJIOCHI 3TOM AaMOYKH OKHUBHIIUCH U Tiepe-
MOTaJIl MHE POT.

C HernoHMMaHUeM MMOCMOTpeia Ha rocrioxy 1'o. MHe OblI0 HEMOHATHO ee ToBeeHue !

— Harn rocrionu Bce BUJIUT U CJIBIIINT, BEb 3TO €ro 3aMOK | 371ech BCe MPOIUTAHO €ro Maruew,
MI03TOMY, JIyullle He 60nTaTh HU4ero JjuimHero! Iomum ckopeit Ha KyXHIO M JTydllle IIPUTOTOBUM JIIsI
HAalIero BJIaAbIKK eqy! — BBHIMOJIBUJIA JKEHIIMHA M BBICBOOOAMB MOU POT, OTIPABUJIACH B CTOPOHY
JIECTHUIIBL.

Hy BoT, He ycriena npuObITh B 3aMOK K JJEMOHY, KaK YsKe TI0 YIIIU YBsI3/a B TailHaX MPOIILIOro!
Hy xopormo, Toraa O6ymy padoTaTh HaJl TeM, YTOObI MHE HAaKOHEIl y3HATh BCE O MOMX IMPE/AIIeCTBEH-
Hutax. Yro ¢ aumu crano? U kakas cyap0a ux TyT oxugaia’?
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I'nasa 7

3aMOK y TEMHOT'0 BJIaJbIKu OrpoMHbIi. Cy/is 0 TOMY, KaK JOJITO Mbl JOOMPAJIUCH 10 KyXHHU. A
BOT, KOTJIa 51 OKa3aJlach B IIAPCTBE €/Ibl M MPUATHBIX APOMATOB FOTOBOW MUIIU, TO MO KeIyIOK, TyT
e OTO3BaJICs TyJKUM ypuaHueM. Co BceMH COOBITUSIMU, KOTOPbIE CEroHs MPOU3OIUIA CO MHOM,
s1 coBceM 3a0buia noectb. [loaTomy, ceifuac xaqHoO riioTana CIOHY, KOrja BUaena, Kak UMeloImecs
3[1eCh TIOBapa IOTOBSIT.

Bort Tonbko, Korja rnoHsiia, 4To Bce paOOTHUKYU KYyXHHU He JIIOAM, alleTUT pe3ko mpomnai. Tak
KaK OT BHEIITHEro BHJa HEKOTOPOH HEKUTU OpPOCAJio B APOXKb U BHI3BIBAJIO keJlaHUe OekaTh OT HUX
MpoYb Oe3 OINISIIKHU.

— B o0mieM, BceM O0CBOOOIWTH KyXHIO HEMEJICHHO, ceiiyac Mbl Oy/leM T'OTOBUTBH €y IS
HAIIIero MoBeJTels1 | — CKOMaHI0BaJIa TeTyIIKa [ 0 1 1 3aMeTuia, Kak BCIIBIXHYIIY €€ 3HAKU Ha JIUIIE.

MurowMm, Bce NOTUMHUIINCH €€ BOJIE U KyXHs omycTena. $1 yIuBuiIach U eCTeCTBEHHO, BO3HUK
BOIMPOC, KOTOPBIi s MOCTIENINIA O3BY4UTH TeTyiike [ o.

— A 3aueM BHI BcexX BeIrHaM? OHM e MOIJIM HaM ITOMOYb B TOTOBKe !

— Ham rocriofmH He oOUT, Korja ey emy rotoBAT ryim! Emy kakercs, 4To ot OJTio]1 maxHeT
MeptBeunHou! Tloatomy, 51, niu 3ay10kHULBL, ToTOBUM it Hero! Jla, st cuuTaio, 4To 3TO C €ro CTo-
POHBI TIPUXOTh, HO 3/IECh OH TIOBEJIMTENh M HUKTO HE CMEeT €My BO3paxkaTh! — OOBSCHWIN MHE U
sI, €CTECTBEHHO, COIJIACKJIACh C TETYIIKOW ['0. DTOT MX MOBEJUTEN b, COBCEM YKe OOHAIJIEN ¥ CTPOUT
u3 ceOs puBepeiy.

U Toraa, s pemmia npoy4uTh 3TOro aemMoHa. Eciu oH u3zeBaercst Hall HaMu, oueMy Obl MHE
HE OTOMCTUTb eMY 32 3TO?

MbI puHSUUCH 32 TOTOBKY. OKa3ajiochk, YTO Halll MOBEJIUTENb OYEHb JIOOUT YHOTPeONIsTh B
TUIIY JIAMIy BOK ¢ Moperponykramu. Ho oH He 3Haj1, 4To Ha 3TOT pas, 5 MOJIOKUIIA TYya CTOJIBKO
nepiia, YTo OT HEro MOr Obl BOCIUIAMEHHUTBLCS HE TOJIBKO HEOOJBINON KOCTEp, HO TaKke, Halpoyb
MOTepsIeTCS YyBCTBUTEILHOCTh BO PTY.

CrycTs yac, Ha CToJIe CTOsiIa MAealIbHas JIAMIlla BOK C MOPENPOAYKTaMU. 3ariax 1o KyXHe BUTaJ
MoTpsicAloNIMA. Y MeHs Jaxe CIIOHKU rodexanu u3 pra. Ho sta mopims Obuia 0cOOEHHOM U TOJBKO
s1 3HaJIA PO 3TO.

MBI ¢ rocrioxoii ['0 Bo BpeMst TOTOBKY HEMHOT'O TIEPEKYCHIIN U TIOITOMY ceifuac, s Obljia CHITOM.

— Tl 1oKHA TIEpeoieThes U IpuBecTy cedst B mopsanok ! [ToHecers ey rocrioguHy! — o3a-
Ja4yuiia MeHsI HEKPOMaHTKa.

Bospasuts He ycriena, Tak Kak 3Ta jKeHIIMHA B3MaxHY/la PyKOH U BOT, 5 yKe Mepeoaeras, ¢
MIPUYECKON U OJ1aroyxaio.

— Ipunercs Tebe MOMOUB, TaK KaK JIalllia He TOJKHA CUJIbHO Pa30yXHYTh, TIOKa Thl Oy/IEIlb
HaBOIUTH Mapader! — OOBACHWIN MHE U 51 ObLJIa COIJIACHA C CYXJCHUSMU JKECHIIUHBL.

BoT TONBKO HECTH MX TOCIIOAMHY YTO-T00, coBceM He kenasa. Ho, Kak s He1laBHO MOHsIA,
criopuTth ¢ rocrioxoii ['o cede nopoxe. [ToaTomMy, MHE TPUIILIOCH B3SITh TIOTHOC C OJTIOIOM U IOKUHYTh
KYXHIO BMECTE C HEKPOMAHTKOM.

EcrectBenHo, rpaiivei 1 u3sIecTBOM s HUKOT/IA He OTJIMYalach, TAK YTO CTApasach CIEAUTH 3
JOpOroi, YTOOBI He yracTh. [1yTh BBEpX MO JIeCTHHIIE ObLT CAMBIM TPYJHBIM. [lyMasia, 4To He IOWIy 1
MIPSIMO BMECTE C MOIHOCOM YJieuy 0OpaTHO BHU3. Ho, 51 BhIIepKasia 3TO UCTIBITAHHE U KOTJIa OKa3aJ1ach
HaBepXy, B3JJOXHYJIa ¢ oOJeryeHueM. Pyku yxke Hadau IpOXarh, MOJAHOC ObUT TSDKETBIM. A BeJIb JI0
CErOIHSIIHero THs, 51 He TacKasa Takue Tskectu. [la, s ObIBaso momoraia Hail Ma Mo XO3SIICTBY,
npudKpanach BO ABOPE U B JOME, HO He NepeiBUrasa Mmedenb. Tak 4To cefiuac, s HaJies1ach, JOUTH 10
KaOWHeTa BJIA/IbIKH, C IIEJTbIM OJTI0IOM, KOTOPOE MBI C “JTI0O0BBIO” TIPUTOTOBWIIN TSI IEMOHA. A elle,
MHE XOTeJIOCh OCMOTPETh Ha PEakIMi0 TEMHOr0, KOrjua OH mornpoOyeT jaminy. Beas Tam CTOIbKO
nepua, KOTOporo s OT BCEH QyIIM HachlNaa.
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Haxkonern, mbl HacTurm apepu. OHa MHeE MOKa3ajlach TAKOW MPAYHON U TSKEJOW, CyAs IO
CKpUITY, KOTOPBIN pa3fascs, KOrJa Mbl €€ OTKPbLIH.

— locnonuH, MBI IPUHECTH BaM €1y | — IpsIMO € TIOpOTa, MOKJIOHUBIIKCh, 2K 0 CAMOTO T10J1a,
CKa3asla HEeKPOMaHTKa.

TeMHbII1 Ba/IbIKa CHJIeIa 32 CBOMM CTOJIOM M UTO-TO OUeHb BHUMATEJIBHO MHCAJl, CTAPATEILHO
BBIBOJISI Meporin(bl Ha mepramente. OH ObUT TaK YBJIEUEH, YTO Ka3aJIoCh, 1a)kKe COBCEM HAC He 3aMe-
yai.

— Pan, 4to THI NMpHyyYaen b Hally HOBYIO 3QJI0KHUITY K TIOBCEHEBHOM padote! Moskers He
CTECHSAThCS, pa3pelna Tede JaBaTh el Kak MOXXHO Oosbiie padoTel! OHa JOKHA MHOTOE YMETh,
YTOOBI PUBJIEYb MOE BHIMAaHKE! — OCKAJIMB MEP3KYIO YJIBIOKY, BHIMOJIBHJI IEMOH Ml MHE 3aX0TEJIOCh
€My OTBETHUTb MO JOCTOMHCTBY, HO PEIIIa CAEPXKAThCS, TaK KaK Mepell B OJToie CAeNaeT BCe 3a MEeHs.

l'opu cuHUM TUIAMEHeM, TEMHBIH, a s TOTOM MOCMEIOCh.

— Crymaloch MOM TOCIOJIMH, 51 CIJIAl0 U3 Ballled 3aJI0KHUIIBI [JIs1 BAC XOPOIIIYIO CTyKaHKY !
— M300pa3suB OUEpeTHOM MOKJIOH, BBIMOJIBIJIA HEKPOMAHTKA U MHE 3aX0TEJIOCh €1 TOKe TOJCHIIATh
nepria.

— Hy uto %, nonasaiite MHe eay! Ceituac s OLIEHIO, Kak OHa Hay4MJIach TOTOBUTH MHE Jiariy!
— BeJIeJT TOCTIOAMH M yKa3ajl Ha JPYroM CTOJM, KyJa Mbl HAlIPaBUJIMCh BMECTe ¢ rocroxou [ o.

Korga 6o 66110 OCTaBIEHO HA CTOJICIITHUIIE, IEMOH OJIArOTMOMYYHO 3aHSUI CBOE MECTO M C
YJIBIOKOM TTOCMOTpEST Ha Hac.

— MoskeTe BBIITH 32 JBEpb U MOJOXKAATh, KOT/a 51 Haemcs !

Bor nocana, a s1 Hazmesinack, 4TO YBUXKY, Kak OH OyleT TyT CKakaTh, KOrJa MonpoOyeT Haile
Omo0. DX, HY JIaIHO, TOra, Oyly OYeHb BHUMATEJIBHO CIIyIaTh, KAK OH Oy/IeT oparh OT MoXapa BO
pTYy.

— Kak npukaxere Haml rocnoguH! — ¢ HaTSAHYTOM YJABIOKOW BBIMOJIBIJIA 51 M M300pasuiia
TMOKJIOH.

Koraa nepb 3a Moeil ciHOM 3aKpbulach, 4yTh HE HauaJla MphIraTh OT PaOCTH, a YJIBIOKa Ha
MOEM JIUIIE, CBETUJIACh CUACTHEM.

— Twl Tak panma, yroguth Hamemy rocrioguny? [loyemy Takas 10BOJbHAsI? — 3aMETHB MO
YyBCTBa, MOMHTEpecoBaiach Terymika [o.

— Bl axe He npejcTaBisieTe, Kak s paga! Koy ¢ HeteprieHreM, KOrja Halll TOCIIOAMH HacJa-
JUTHCSI 3TOW MOTPSCAIOINIEH JIANIION! — MBICJICHHO MOTUPasi PyYOHKH, OTBETHIIA KEHIIUHE.

N TyT, MBI yCablanm. . .
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I'maBa 8

Ha, Hruero Mel He ycibimany. [lo KpaiiHel Mepe U3 Help KabWHeTa TEMHOTO BiajblKu. Tam
Hapuia TUIIMHA U He Pa3HOCWJIOCH AUKUX BoIUIed. Bedpb s Hazeoch, JIEMOH yxke pacipoOoBas Halle
6110710 ¥ Tiepel], Mo-T000MY JOKEH MOJAEeNCTBOBATh Ha HEr0, HO B TJAHHBIA MOMEHT, HUYero He Mpo-
MCXOAWIIO. DTO HAIPATAJIO U COBCEM HE pafoBaJIo.

A 3ByK ObUI. 1 3TO, HEYasTHHBIH CTIOP JIBYX JIyXOB, KOTOPbIE HE TIONETHIIN MEXTy COOOH KaKyio-
To Oe3nenymky. ['ocrnioxka ['o mocnemnmia BMemarbcsi B MX Tepenaiky, a s ocTajnach y jasepu. U
MMEHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT, MeHs1, OyKBAJILHO BTSIHYJIO OOpPaTHO B KAOMHET K TEMHOMY, TJI¢ 5 JIUIIOM K
JIMILLY CTOJIKHYJACH C ero Xo3smHoM. [Ipruem aMoluii 3T0 camoe JIMIO He BhIPaXkaso, HO s 3aMeTHJIa,
YTO JIEMOHA MTPOHSLT MO Tepel], TaK Kak Ha IeKaxX UMeJsicsl pyMsiHell.

— ThI pemuia B epBbIi ke JEeHb OTPABUTH MeHs? §l moo3peBalt, YTo Thl HEMHOTO He Takas,
KaK TBOW TPEIIIECTBEHHUIIbI, HO YTOOBI HacTObKO! HemMenyieHHO puHecH MHe MOJIOKA M CKaKH
teryiike ['0, 4ToOB OHA IPUTOTOBKJIA MHE HOBYIO MOPIHIO Jiariim! TeOst Gosblie Hellb3s1 MOAITYCKATh
K TOTOBKe! A TO, B CJICIYIOIINI pa3, MOJICHINEIs MHE He Meplia, a Kakoe-HUOYIb CHaio0be, KOTOpOoe
vt MeHs cuit! Mimei B BUny, B ClIEYIONINI pa3, s He Oyay Tak MUJIOCTUB, CPa3y JKe BeJIi0 HaKa3aThb
TeOs1 ¥ U30UTh MaJKaMH, a OTOM, OTIPABIIIO B TEMHUILY, TJie Thl OyJerib 3a)XuBo THUTH! [ToBepb,
s Tak cfenaio, Beb MOsl KU3Hb JIOpOkKe TBOEW! — MprkaB MeHsl K MOJIy U HaBHCas HAJI0 MHOM,
yrposKal IEMOH.

Jla, He CKpOIo, YTO B 3TOT MOMEHT, MHE ObLIO CTpAIITHO, OYeHb CTpalIHO. S Jaxe moxanesna o
CBOEM TIOCTYIIKE. A OrOHb B IJ1a3aX TEMHOT'O TOBOPWJI JIAIIb OO OJHOM, YTO OH HE IITyTHT.

— BbI MeHs 3a pyky He joBwn! OTKyaa BaM U3BECTHO, YTO 3TO UMEHHO $1 MOJIOKMIIA repen?
— peluia caenath BUJ, 4TO 51 He BUHOBATA.

He noiiman, He Bop! Kak roBopur ofHa moroBopka.

— Kak b1 mocMena emie ornupatbesi? Sl TOYHO 3HAK0, YTO ITO Thl! DTO MOU 3AMOK U €0 CTEHBI,
T0J1, TIOTOJIOK MPOIMUTAHBI MOEW Marueil 1 UMEHHO C ee MOMOIIIbIO, 51 Bce 3Hao! A cefiuac, Iisijis B
TBOU JIKUBBIE 71432, YeTKO BUKY, HEeHaBUCTh KO MHe! [ToaTomy, 6e3 BCSIKMX COMHEHUII MOT'y ClieNaTh
BBIBO/I, YTO 3TO CJIeJIajla UMEHHO Thl! — MOYTH IIUIMAIIUMU HOTKAMU TOBOPUJT TEMHBII, BCe OOJbIIe
C:KUMasi Moe ropJio.

Sl Hayana 3a1pIXaThCsl M TOBOPHTH Yike He MorJia Huuero. Ho conpoTuBIisiThes 51 Oblia CiocoOHa,
MO9TOMY Hayajia OTTJIKMBATh €ro pykamu U Horamu. Ho y MeHsi He monmydanoch HUYero cenath,
JeMOH ObLI TBep[, Kak KaMeHb M KOTJia B IV1a3ax CTajo TEMHETb, OH BCE-TaKU OTITYCTUJT MEHS.

Sl mpuHsIach KaluisATh U KaJHO XBaTaTb PTOM BO3AYX.

— Bbl uyTh MeHs He younu. ..

— TbI MeHs1 TO)e! — mapupoBasl AEMOH C IMPEBOCXOACTBOM IJIsi/Isl HA MEHSI.

— Ho s Bcero b nojckinana nepet, a Bul... Oif! — murom 3axaB ce0e poT, MOHsLIA, YTO
MPU3HAJIACH B PECTYIUICHUH.

— Ara, BOT Thl ¥ nonanach! MosxeT MHe Teriepb TeOs1 CTOMT HaKa3aTh? — pacxaxuBasi BOKPYT
MEH#, CJIOBHO XMILHUK, U3IEBAJICS JEMOH.

— Jlenaiite 4TO XOTUTE, MHE YK€ BCE PaBHO! — HAKOHEI] PUBE/s JbIXaHUe B MOPSIOK, CMU-
pUIIach ¢ CBOeH CyIbOOM.

— A BOT ¥ czenaw. ..

Cr1yK B JBEpb, IPEPBaJl TEMHOTO BJIAJIBIKY U OH OTBJIEKCS.

— Koro tam TepMa npuHecna? — B pa3IpakeHUM KPUKHYJ JAEMOH U MaxHYB PyKOH, Marueu
3aCTaBUJI JBEPh OTKPHITHCSI.

Ha nopore o6Hapysxwics Baiiiie. [leMOH BHITJISI/IEN 3aIbIXaBIIAMCS, KaKk OYATO CJIOMSI TOJIOBY
6exan 6e3 ocTaHOBKU ciofa. OH BOIIeN U Cpasy ke yrall repel CBOMM MOBEJUTEIeM Ha KOJIeHH.
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— Ipomry Bac rocrnoanH, He HaKa3bIBaiTe Balero BepHoro ciyry! S He Xxody mocTpaaarh Ot
Balmx gercreuil! MeinH cBsi3aHa CO MHOU U €CJIM BbI HAKAXKETE €€ cervyac, TO MOKETE JTUIIUTHCS
CBOETO CaMOro BEPHOT'O CIIYyT'H! — BBIMOJIBUJI 3MEH U MPUHSLICS JIOOM OUTHCS O TIOJ.

— Twi 310 0 UeM ceituac Gopmouerb? Kakas ere k 6ecam CBs3b? — HEJIOyMeBaJl TEMHBIH, a
sI TEM BPEMEHEM CMOIJIa TOAHSATHCS HA HOTH.

— YroOsI 32 HEl OBLIO MPOIIIe MPUCMATPUBATH U 3AIUINATH, s CBSA3aJT HALK CYJbObI KPACHON
HUTHIO. 5 dyBCcTBOBAI BCe, uTo U MeitnnH. [ToaTomy, ecii ee BAPYT HAaKaXyT WM Ka3HST, MHE TOXe
HaBpeaaT npu 3tom! Ipomry, nomunyiite ee U He HakasbiBaiiTe! — B3MOJIWIICS IEMOH M MHE €rO
CTaJIO JKAJIKO.

— A eciu s TeOs1 Hakaxy, OHa 9TO MIOYYBCTBYET? — BJPYT CIIPOCKIT BJIaJblKa U Ha ero rydax
pacronsiach Mep3Kasl yXMbLIKa.

— Her, cBsI3b AEHCTBYET TOJBKO B OJHY CTOPOHY. B MOI0! — npu3Haiics 3Meid U TYT s IOHsLIa,
MOYeMy TEMHBII CIIPOCHJI IPO 3TO.

Teneps HacTasl MO Yepes] BAJISITHCSI B HOTaX Y BJIA/IBIKU.

— Ipomry Bac He Haka3biBaiiTe baiiiie, OH MPOCTO HE BUHOBAT, YTO 32 CTOJIBKO JIET MPUBSI3AJICS
ko Mmue! [lomaaute ero, moxaiyicra! — BLIENUBIIKCH, MEPTBOM XBAaTKOW B PyKaB JIEMOHA, MOJIUJIA
ero.

— Ha 4ro THI TOTOBA, YTOOHI 51 He Haka3bIBaJl Baiiilie? — BIPYr CIIpOCUJ BIaJbIKa, C CHIION
BBIPBAB Y MEHs U3 PyK CBOW PyKaB.

— Ha Bce! — oTBeTHiIa, TEM camMbIM, Cpasy ke MOANHUcaB cede MPUroBop.
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I'maBa 9

— Kak 310 musio! Tl 3ammuiaenis jeMoHa. XOTsi, COBCEM €ro He 3Haelllb U Y:Ke FOTOBa MOKepT-
BoBath Bcem! Ho 3Haerb, 51 661 MOT J1I00€3HO Tebe Bee Mpo Hero pacckasarh, Bedb Haill baiiiie Moit
HAeMHVK U TIOpOW JieJiaJl TaKue BeIlld, 32 KOTOpble B MPWJIMYHOM OOIIecTBe cpa3sy ke KasHAT. OH
yOUBaJ1, MOXUIIAJ JIJIs1 MeHsI pa3Hble apTedakThl U MHOTOE ellle BCSKOTO MEP3KOro, 0 4YeM s ero mpo-
cwit! U kazanocsk, Ham baiiiie Ha nepBbii B3IUIs/ TAKOM HEBUHHBIN 3MEH, YTO U HE MOAYMaelllb, KaKou
OH JBYJMYHBIA U MEpP3KUil TUIL. § Aymall, OH He TaKOW MSTKOTENbI, HO 0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO TENEepPh €ro
noru6ess B Tede! JIuIb TOJTbKO CTOUT MHE TIpUKa3aTh M30UTh TeOsl MaJIKaMu, OH TOXe MocTpagaer!
Ckaxu MHe Mpe3peHHBIN, HACKOJIBKO HA/I0 OBITh TIIYITBIM, YTOOBI CBSI3aTh CeOs1 KPACHOW HHUTBIO CO
CMEPTHOW MPUHIIECCOM, KOTOPasi B MPHUIAYy, MOsI 3aJI0)KHUIA? — HEro0BaJl TIOBEIUTENb U B MTHO-
BEHUs1 OKA3aBILKCh PsijIoM ¢ bailiiie, cXBaTui1 ero 3a BOpOT XaHb(y, MPUCTATBHO BIVIS/IBIBASICh B €T0
riasa.

— BbI mpuKkazaiu ee oXpaHATh U 5, TAKUM 00pa3oM, Bcerja 3Hajl, Korja eil yrpoxaer ornac-
HocTh! Ho BBI ke Takke 3HaeTe, YTO sl MOTY Iiepe/iaTh Hallly HUTh KOMY-HHOyab! Moxer XxoTure,
YTOOHI 4...

— Her, mHe Takoii Hotm He Hazo! S1 elie He HACTOJIBKO TITYII, YTOOBI CBSA3BIBATH Ce0s1 CO CMepT-
Ho#! [ToaToMy, IyCTh 3Ta HUTH OY/IET TIOKA Y TeOsl, a IIOTOM, TOCMOTPHM, YTO C/IENIaTh C TOOOM, ECITH
BIPYT CIYYUTCS TaK, YTO OHA MHE HAJIOECT U S pellly ee KOMY-HUOYIb TPoAaTh! — HaJIMEHHO TOBO-
PUJI TEMHBI U MHE BIPYT 3aXOTEJOCh Bpe3aTh eMy TOIICYHHY.

OH Tako# rpyOblil ¥ THIIOH, 4TO Jake CTOSITh C HUM PSIIOM ITPOTUBHO.

— D10 Bce U3-3a TOro, YTO BAaC HUKOINIA HUKTO He mooui? M3-3a 3Toro, BBl TaKOM 3710M7 —
cama He TOHsIJIa, KaK BBIKPUKHYJIA CBOE MTPEATIONOKEHHE U TYT Xke 00 9TOM HoKaJiea.

— IT0 1 3710i? — B MTHOBEHHE OKa, BJIaJIblKa OKa3aJICsl BO3JIE MEHS U €ro IJ1a3a ropesim Kpac-
HBIM TUIaMeHeM. — Kak Thl cMeelts MeHs1 B ToM 0O0BUHATH? [Iprpoia BceX TEMHBIX CO3aHUi ObITh
Bcerga Hactopoxe! A ThI He ymMasia, 4To s1 KOTJIa-TO ObUT XKUBBIM U JIaXKe JIIOOWI KOro-1o! Y MeHs
ObL1a ceMbsl U s1 ObLT cuaciuB. Ho y MeHsI 9TO Bce OTHSUIM | TeTiepb, s1 KUBY JIUIIIb OTHON MBICITBIO,
YTO KTO-TO CTPaJaeT TakKe, KaK U 51 KOrjaa-To! — BBHIIUTIOHYJI MHE B JIMIIO JEMOH U B €ro rojuoce s
yCIIBIIIATA pblyalyie HOTKHU.

On mo6un? Huuero cede!

Korpa-to Hail Ma paccka3biBajia MHE CKa3KU, Kak JOOpbIE M YECTHBIE JIIOAU CTAHOBATCS JIEMO-
Hamu. {] ciyiana v He BepuJia, 4To Takoe Bo3MoxHO. Ho ceifuac, Haxozsick B 0OIIeCTBE TEMHOTO
BJIAJIbIKHM, BAPYT MOHSIA, YTO BCE B 3TOM MHUpPE BO3MOXKHO. XOTeJIOCh Obl Y3HATh, KaK TEMHBIN CcTall
aeMoHoM? Uto nocrnocoOCTBOBAIO 3TOMY ?

— Moii rocnionuH, s MHOTMM BaM 00sI3aH U C PAJOCThIO CEJal0 BCE, UTO BbI IPUKAXETE, HO
MpoIIly Bac, He MpuuuHsiATe Bpen MeiuH! f He 3HaI0 Kak, HO 9Ta JAeByIIKa MpoOyauia BO MHE
HeBeJIOMbIe YyBCTBa. S qymaio, 4To oHa 00/1aAaeT KaKMM-TO IapOM, KOTOPbIH CrIocOOeH MpoOykIaTh
B TEMHBIX CO3JJaHUSIX SMOLMK! — BIPYT cKa3ai baifilie 1 Mbl ¢ TEMHBIM BJIQJIBIKOI MOCMOTPEH Ha
HEro, Kak Ha YMaJIUIIIEHHOTO.

— Hap? V nee? [la He MmosxeT Takoro ObITh! Ho 3Haerb, 1 Bce paBHO MPUMY K CBEJICHUIO TBOIO
MH(POPMAIIMIO U TIOCTAPAIOCh JIepKaTh OT He€, Kak MOXHO goibiie! JlagHo, XBaTuT TYT pa3BOOUTH
apamy! OHa, 51 BUKY, 0CO3HAJIA CBOIO BUHY U TEMEpPb 5 X0uY, YTOOBI IPUHIIECCa OTIPABUIIACH B XO351H-
CTBEHHYIO YacTb 3aMKa, rie ey Bbiaenwin komHary! Twi, Baiimie, mpoBonu ee u moTom, Mo30BU KO
MHe rocroxy [o! fl 1o cux mop ronofeH u mnocjie Toro, Kak MoeM, Xouy OTIPABUTHCS HA TPEHUPO-
BOYHYI0 rutoniaaky ! Hyxao mogaepxuBars pusmyeckylo (popmy, 4ToObl He KazaTbes cnadbiM! 3mei,
ThI COCTaBHIIIb MHE KOMITAHHIO, 3a0/THO U OOCYIUM KOe-4TO! — 3aMETHO OCTHIB, TEMHBIN BJIa/IbIKa
MOTePsIT KO MHE UHTEpec.
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M1 ¢ Baiiie moKJI0HWINUCH U OBICTPO MOKUHYJIN KaOMHET TeMHOT0. Hy)KHO OBUIO 110 OBICTpEeHb-
KOMY YHOCHTb HOTH, TIOKa BYJIKAH CHOBa He Ha4yaJl U3BEpraTh Ieres 1 JaBy.
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I'nmasa 10

Korna okazanucek B kopugope. baiiiie xoren MHe 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO HA HAC, CIIOBHO KOPIIYH
Hasietena rocrioxa ['o. Ee sxuBbie BOJIOCH OOBMIJIMCH BOKPYT HAIIMX TeJ, & B3MJISIT )KSHIIUHBI, B OyK-
BaJIbHOM CMBbICJIE TIPOKUTAT HACKBO3b.

— Uro ThI HaTBOpWJIA, Mep3aBka? M3-3a 4ero rocrnoguH pa3o3nuics Ha Te0s1? — crpocuia
OHA Y MEeHsI, TIOJIHOCTBIO UTHOPUPYS 3Mesl, KOTOPBI MBITAJICS €l YTO-TO CKa3aTh.

— ¢ nonoxwuna emy B namry nepett! Muoro nepua! Y 3to pa3osmnuio ero! — TyT ke npu3Ha-
J1ach, TaK KakK BpaTh TYT ObLIO OECIONE3HO.

— 3ayeM Tl 3TO caeliana’? — MPOAOJIKIIA JONPOC HEKPOMaHTKa.

— XoTeJsa OTOMCTUTB €MY 32 TO, YTO OH 3a0paJl MeHsI M3 IBOpIIa, OOBSIBUB CBOEH 3aJI0KHUIICH !
— U 3[IeCh BO BCEM MPHU3HAJIACK.

He 3Hato nouemy, HO ceifuac s roBOpuIIa paBay.

— 9710 BCe u3-3a ee Bosioc! IMeHHO n3-3a HUX, Thl TOBOpUIL ITpaBay! He conporuisiics nux
BO3/ICWICTBHUIO, TAK KaK MOXEIIIb [TOCTPAAaTh M STUM CaMbIM MHE HaBpeaAuTh! — rnosicHu baiiiie, kak
Oy/TO TPOYMTAB MOU MBICITH.

— 3atkuuch geMoH! fl mpucTaBieHa K 9ToW JeBulle, 3HAYUT MHe ¢ Hell pasoupatbes! Mau k
cebe U 3aHMMarics CBOMMU AejlaMU, a MHE He Mellan! A eciy, BCce e, Thl IIOCMEEIh BMEIAThCS,
HaTpaBIo Ha TeOs ryneit! OTBeTh, TH XOYelllb 9TOro? — OYKBaJIbHO yOMBasi B3JISIIOM, IPOIEHIa
CKBO3b 3yObl KEHIIHA.

— He xouy! Ho Tak:ke, s1 He xouy, 4TOOBI Thl MpUUKHsiIa Bpen Meinun! Jlyuiiie Ha3Haub MHE
HaKa3aHue, 5 32 Hee ero oTpadoTaln! — roBopul 3Mel U Kopuwiics ot 6omu. S BUiesna, 4to BOIOCHI
BCE CHJIbHEE CKMMAIOT E€T0 TEJIO.

— IIpomry Bac mpekpatute U Thl Baifilie, mepectanb 3actynarbesi 3a MeHs! Sl BuHOBata B
Mopue e/bl HaIllero roCIoANHA, T0TOMY, MHE 3a 9T0 oTBevath! Teryiika ['o, oTiycTuTe noxanyiicra
JeMOHA, Ha3HaubTE MHE HaKa3aHue! — He BblIepKaB MyUeHUI 3Mesl, pellinia MepeKIiounTh BHUMA-
HUE HEKPOMAHTKH Ha ceOsl.

— JlagHo, Thl ipaBa! Ctynan baiiie u He B3yMal CHOBA 3JIUTh MEHs1! — CMArYMJIach KeH-
IIMHA U OTITyCTUJIA JeMOHA.

— Kakoe HakazaHue ket MeininH? — KpUKHYJI HaMm BAOTOHKY baiiiie.

— 41 xe ckazana, He TBoe Jieo! — Aaxe He MOBEepPHYBIIKCh, OTBETH A rocroxa [o.

A TOTOM MBI 32LIUIM B YK€ 3HAKOMYIO JIBE€Pb, KOTOpas BeJa K JiectHule. CHOBA JOITUM CITYCK
BHU3. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 s TOUHO 3HaNa, YTO MEHs XKIET JKeCTKOe Haka3zaHHe, KOTOpOe MHE Terepb
clielyeT NepeKuTh.

[TpuGbUTM MBI B XO3AWCTBEHHOE KPBLIO 3aMKa, Iie pacrojiarajiach KyXHs, payedHast U KOM-
HaThI, IJe MPOXUBAIN pabourie ¢ MPUCTyroi. MeHs 3aBeu B OJHY U3 TaKUX KOMHAT, IJie¢ KaK s
TIOHs1JIa, MHE IIPEICTOUT XUTh. TaMm 5 yBUENa OT/AeIbHOE ClIATbHOE MECTO B BUJIE MaTpacHKa Ha MOy,
ofiesiyia, KOTOpoe ObLJIO0 aKKYPaTHO CBEPHYTO, TIOYIIIKY U JIaXe UMesIach HeOoJbInas TyMOo4Ka. 1o
KPOXOTHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO ObLIO OTTOPOKEHO IITOPKAMH, KOTOPbIe HACKBO3b MTPOBOHSIIN CHIPOCTBIO
Y 4eM-TO ellle MEP3KKM, OT Yero ObLIO XkeJlaHHe 3aKPBITh HOC PYKOH.

— 3pech Oyaenib criath U XpaHUTh BEIM BOT B 3TOW TyMOOuKe! B Hell yke umeeTcst pacuecka,
3epKajo M JJake 3aKojka, Kotopas Oyrmer obeperath 1edst oT Heunctu! He Bce 31ech MupHbie, HEKO-
TOpBIE JIIOOSIT MUTAThCS JIIOIbMU. [103TOMY, He 3a0bIBail HOCHTH 3aKOJIKY, YTOOBI HE CTaTh JJIs1 KOTO-
HIOYb 06etoMm! Takske, Tam XpaHUTCs TBOsI hopMa, B KOTOpoii Oyzeb TpyauThest! Ceiivac e nepe-
OJIEHbCS B Hee, YTOOBI He OTJIMYAThCS OT OCTATBHBIX! — OTKPBHIB TYMOOUKY, IPOTOBOPUJIA TETYIIKA
l'o, mponeMoOHCTpUpPOBaB MHE BCE MEepeYrcIeHHOE.

Ceiiuac, B3IJISTHYB Ha yOOroe CrajbHOE MECTO M COAEPKUMOe TYMOOUKH, 51 TOTOBa OblTa pa3-
pbinarbest. U na, r1asa yxe ObUTM HA MOKPOM MECTe, HO sI MBICJICHHO TIpUKa3aia ceOe YCIIOKOMThCS.
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MHe HyKHO BbIIEpXKaTh BCE ITO, Beb 5 JKe MPHUHIIECCA U JOJDKHA OBITh CHJILHOM, YTOOBI OTHAXIbI,
BO3MOKHO, HAalTH IOPOTY JOMOM.

— Xopoluo, 51 nepeoeHych U HaleHy 3akoiky! Ho Bbl, Tak U He cka3ayiu, Kakoe HaKa3zaHWe
MeHS KAeT? — OTBETWIa U B3sIB U3 TYMOOYKH BEIIH, OIJIsAesach, bITasICh HANTH TIOA00OME IIIMPMBIL.

— Ter noiipems k npaukam! Bynemis crupars opexay Haimero rocnoguHa! M moka Bce He
BBICTUpACIIb, CIIATh HE JIAXKCIIDb, 4 TAKKE, HE IMOTYyYHUIlb CIILI! — Pa3bsACHUIIM MHE U BCE YTO A OCP-
’kKajia B pyKax, TYT e OKa3aJoch Ha IOIy.

— A TaMm MHOTO CTUpaTh HaJ0? — 0c000 He HaJesICh Ha XOPOIINI OTBET, CIPOCHIIA.

— Ham TOCIIOAWH ITPUBEPEJINB U KaK A YK€ TOBOpHJIA, OH HE JIIO6I/IT, Korjga €My I'yji roToBAT,
a Takoke, crupatot! [loatoMy, cerogns, Thl IepecTUpaelib BCE, YTO HAKOIUIJIOCh Y HEro 3a ABe HeAeu !
— C KOBApHOM YXMBUIKOH OOBSCHUIA MHE U TYT, s TIOHSIA, YTO MOMAaa.

DX, a Bellb 3TO, TOJIBKO HAYaJIO.

Hanetoch, TeMHBII He 3aMapaliika v ero XaHb@y, Jerko OyayT OTCTHPBIBATHCS.
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3ps 4 Hagesulach, YTO TEMHBIM BJIaJblKa He 3amMapaiuka. Tak Kak cedvac, OTCTUPbIBaHUS O4e-
peHbIe ero MITaHbl, ObUla TOTOBA Pa30pBaTh MX Ha JIOCKYTHl. OHM TJIOXO OTCTHPHIBAJIMCH, & HA MOUX
pyKax yxe o0pazoBajarch MO30iM. Ka3aHKu cTepiauch M Koxa MOKpbUIach BOJIBIPAMU. MoOkKeT 310
peaxIysi Ha CPeJCTBO, KOTOPOE s MOJIMBaJIa Ha TISITHA, YTOOBI OHU OTCTUPAIIUCH.

OTOpOCHB B CTOPOHY OYEPEAHYIO BElllb, KOTOPYIO YK€ CHJI He ObUIO OTTHPATh, 51 BAPYT MOYYB-
CTBOBAJIA, KAK 3aypyasl )KHMBOT. MHe X0Ten0Cch KyllaTh, a rocnoxa ['o sIcHO nana NMoHATh, 4To S He
MOJTyqy e[Ibl, TIOKa He CIEeNalo CBOI0 padoTy O KOHIIA.

I'ymm, koTopele TyT TOXE TpyarIMCch. CMOTpEN Ha MEHS C HEKMM COCTPAJAHUEM, ITyCTh JaKe Y
HUX He ObUIO IV1a3, MHE MIOYEMY-TO XOTEJIOCh yMaTh, UTO OHHU KaJICIOT MEH$, a He XOTAT EPEKYCUTh
BKYCHEHbKOW cMepTHOH. W BOT, Korjia Moy cuiibl OYTH ObUIM Ha UCXOJE, S BAPYT yCIIbIIaIa C3a1
TOHKHU T'OJIOCOK:

— IIpuser! A T HOBas 3ay10%HMLA, KOTOpYI0 OH onATh npuBoIOK ? — BBIIENUB €10BO “OH”,
CIIPOCWJIAa MAJIEHbKAs CUMIIATUYHASA AEBYYIIKA C MUJIBIMU JIMCBUMU YIIKAMHU Ha I'OJIOBE.

A oHna kT0 ente Takaa? Haznerocs, aTa 1eBOUYKa HE UCIIBITHIBAET CTPACTU K YEJIOBEUECKOMY MsCY 7

— Ilpuser. [a, g ero 3anoxuuna. Tel npaBa! Moxer nosHakomumcsi? Tebs, kak 30ByT? —
00paJJ0BaBIIIMCh, YTO MOKHO OTOPBAThCSI OT HAIOEBINEH CTUPKH, Hayajla OOIIAThCs C TOM CTPAaHHOH
TIIEBOYKOM.

— 4 Jluna. A Tebs Kak 30BYT? — y/IBIOHYIaCh MUJIasl IMCUYKA M TPHOIM3MUIACh KO MHE.

—Ad...

He ycnena s1 Hu4ero ckasarb, Kak ycibllaia cjieBa oT cedst AMKHUiI BO3IJIac:

— A-a-a-a-a, 4TO TBl HATBOpPWJIA IUTyNasi cMepTHasA! Bco ofexy Halemy rocrioguHy MCIop-
THa!

OT Takoro pe3Koro 3ByKa, 4yThb HE OIJIOXJIa U UCITyTaHHO B3porHyna. Korma obparuia BHUMa-
HUE Ha KpUYaIllylo, TO AaXe He YAUBUJIACH, YTO 3TO rocroxa ['o Tak BOIUT.

— He nonsina, B yem BbI MeHs1 ONITh 00BUHSIETE? — CIPOCHJIA U TYT, KOT/ia 00paTiiia BHUMA-
HUE Ha Ta3 C BBICTUPAHHOU OJEKI0U, IOHSJIA B YEM JEJIO.

— CpenctBo, KOTOpbIM TeOe HaJo ObUIO OTCTUPHIBATD IATHA, HE HAJO TaK MHOTO JUTh. OHO
pa3berio BCIO KPAacKy M Tenepb, ofiek/1a rocrnoauHa norepsiia mpet! OH Oyzer B OemmeHcTBe! — pa3b-
SICHWJIA TeTYIIKa [0, IpUCTaIbHO pasmisabiBast Kak/IyIo Bellb U3 rapaepo0a TEMHOTO BIIA/IBIKH.

— A BBl Obl CAaMU MOIVIM I0TaJaThCsl, YTO 51 HE yMelo cTupaTh! Mi3HavYasbHO, 51 MbITalach BaMm
Ha 9TO HAMEKHYTb, HO BHI. ..

— Tak TBI Teniepb MeHsI OOBUHHTH XOuelb? AX Tl IpoTHBHas AeBuoHKa! CeromHsi BoooOIIe
ocTaHembcs: 6e3 efpl! — pa3o3IMiIach HEKPOMAHTKA M €€ BOJIOCHI TIOMBITAINUCh OOBUTHCSI BOKPYT
Moero ociaOeBILero Tesa, HO Ha UX IyTH NosiBUIach JIuHa.

JleBouka, OYKBaJIbHO BBIPOCI/IA U3-T10/1 3€MJIM U PACITyCTUB BCE CBOM JEBATh XBOCTOB U CJIOBHO
LIUTOM 3aKpblJla MEHSI MU OT BOJIOC SKEHIIVHBI.

— 41 He mo3Boimo ee 0ouaeTs! HemensieHHO peKpaTy 1 HAKOPMH 3Ty HECUACTHYIO JIEBYILIKY !
Sl ucripaBimio To, yTo OHa HatBopwiia! M Gosnblie He cMell ee 0OMKaTh! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA I€BOYKa, a
€€ roJIOC 3By4all CJIOBHO 9XO U HABOIOWJI YXKac.

— Ho ona 3an0xHMLA 1 10TKHA paboTaTh! — MOMbITAIACh ONpaBaaThes rocrnoxa [o.

— OHa He TOJBKO 3aJI0KHUIIA, HO TaKkke, Mosi oxpyra! lenaii, uto s Tebe ckazana! M cmotpw,
€clU s y3Halo, 4TO ThI €€ My4Yaelllb, TO IOKOs Tebe B 9TOM 3aMKe He OyaeT! — romorasi MHe Tofi-
HATBHCS Ha HOTY, IIPOTOBOPWJIA IEBOYKA, A 51 CMOTPIO HA HEE ¥ HE MOTY IIOBEPUTD, YTO TaKasl MaJIbIILIKA
CIIOCOOHA HaIyraTh HEKPOMAHTKY.
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— 51 060 BceM 3TOM /107103Ky TocrioguHy ! Thl OTBETHIIb 32 CBOM JEUCTBUSI, TPOKJISITAS JICHIIA !
X031H Hajen Ha TeOsl OIIEHHUK U CMOXKET JOCTOMHO Haka3aTh 32 MPOBMHHOCTh! — IMPHUHSIACH
yrpoxars rocroga ['o.

Sl cMOTpIO Ha JIEBOYKY M 3aMeyalo, YTO OHa, HEOCO3HAHHO MOTSHYJIACh K IlIee, Ha KOTOPOU f
3aMeThIa TOHKYIO 30J10TyI0 HUTh. BUaMMO, 3TO U €cTh OIIEHHMK, KOTOPhIM rocnoxa 1o mbitaercs
Harmyrarb JIluny.

— Jlenaii kak xouemib, MHe Bce paBHo! Ho viMell B BUmy, MHE XBAaTHT CHUJI, YTOOBI C/IENaTh
TBOIO KM3Hb HEBBIHOCUMOWM, €CJIY THI €111e Pa3 OOUIUIIb MOIO IOPYTy ! — TBEPIIO 3asBIJIa MaIeHbKasI
JIMCUYKA U TYT 51 pellinjia BMeIaThCsl.

— Jluna He Hayo! ¢ yBepeHa, rocnioka [0 yxke MoHsIa CBOKO OMMOKY U pa3periuT MHE UCTIpa-
BUTh Bce! Haneioch, oex 1y rocrnoauHa emie MOXHO Cractu?

— XO0poI110, Mbl UCIIPAaBUM BC€, HO, TIOCJIE TOrO, Kak MOEeJUM, a Thl OTJOXHEIIb! — caaiach
TeTymka [0 1 s 3aMeTnIa, 4To OHa paccaaduiIach.

Bunumo noxap B Hel JIerko MOJKHO TMOTYIINTh, €CJTM HAalTH TIpaBUIbHBIE cioBa. JIucuyka o0
STOM 3HaJIa, a BOT I, TeNepb BCeraa TuM Oyy MOb30BaThCs, YTOOB! BBIKUTH B TOM MeCTe.

Mpi Tak u caenanu. [loeny u 1axe BMeCTe CMOIIM CIIACTH BCIO oAexkay. ['ocnioxa ['o nmokaszana
MHe, KaK MPaBUJIbHO HAJI0 CTUPATh BEIIM rOCIOANHY. $1 OHsIA CBOIO OIMIMOKY U moodelania e, 4ro
3aBTpa JI0/IeJIal0 JaHHYI0 padoTy.

A korja ocrayiach HaequHe ¢ JIMHOM, perwia y3HaTh Y 9TOW JTUCUIKH, KaK TEMHBIN OOMaHYII
ee U IUIeHW1?

— D710 6bI0 HaBHO! Baiixy Torma He ObLT TeMHBIM BiIaAbIKON. OH BOOOIIE 3/1eCh HEIaBHO
OKazaJicsl U TOKa TOJIbKO OocBauBaICcs. [lyisi MeHs1 OH ObLT MUJIBIM Y TIPEIAaHHBIM JIEMOHOM, KOTOPbIN
ovapoBaJ MeHs1. Toraa, s1 Hocuiia oONMK JIEBYIIIKM, KOTOPOU MOHPABMIICS, 3TOT MOJIOAOM AeMoH. Ho
Baiixy Hukoraa meHs He moOwi. OH mpecieioBai UHbIE 11eJIM U BCETIa XOTeN BJIACTH, KOTOPYIO B
utore y MeHs1 oTHsU1! OH 3aTOYMJI MeHs, 3[1eCh, KaK IUIEHHUIY M 3aCTaBUJI OXPAHSATh €ro 3aMOK.
ITOT OLIENHUK, — JIMHA MPOJEMOHCTPUPOBAJIA 30JI0TYI0 HUTh Ha Iliee, — C/IeJIaHa U3 CTPYHBI MOei
ryiuHb. Tam ceMb CTpyH, a C IIECThI0 MO IIUHD HE 3BYUMT, Kak Haj10. Eciu CHATH CTpyHY ¢ MOeH 11eH,
TO OH 3a3BYYMT MPABUIILHO M 51 0OCBOOOXYCh. [1oiiMu, 51 He 371ast ¥ KOraa-To ObljIa MOTYIIIECTBEHHEE
Baiixy, HO ceiiuac, cuiIbHO ocnadyia v moTtepsijia CBoo Moiib. [Tomorn MHe MeinH, noxanyicra!
41 3Hat0, YTO B TBOIO CceMbl0 Baiixy He Cily4ailHO 3amyCTHJI CBOM KOrTUCThIe Jarbl! OH paHblne ObLT
YeJIOBEKOM U CITyKWJI UMIIEPATOPY, BOT TOJIBKO 51 HE 3HAIO, YTO IPOU30IILIO, U3-3a YETO OH PA303JIUIICS
Ha Bech Bail poj? OH rOBOpuMII, UTO XO4eT OTOMCTUTh, HO He yrnoMmuHas, noyemy! I[loitmu MeiinuH,
eci 51 0CBOOOXYCh, TO U TeOe TIOMOTy BEpHYTBCSI JIOMOM, K OTIy! MBI BMECTe CMOXEM CBEpPrHYTb
Baiixy u Bcem B Ilycromm Torga craHer kuthb Jierye!

— Ho, xak s momory te6e? OH e MeHsI HeHAaBHUIUT U. . .

— 4 3nao Baiixy naBHO. Ecii ThI IPUJIOKUIITL HEMHOTO YCHIIME M COMU3UIICS C HUM, OH CMSIT-
yurcs. JIuib Tonbko Habepuch TeprieHus, a 1 Tebe MoMory ! — ¢ MUJION YJIBIOKOW Ha JIUIIe TOBOPHUIIa
JIvHa 1 ee Mmypble cI0Ba 1 CIIbIIAA yXKe B MOIyIpEME.

VYcranocTsb B3s1a BEpX U 51 HE 3aMETHJIa, KaK YCHYJA.
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I'maBa 12

Mens pa3dyauia rocrioxa ['o. Beiio HEMmoHsATHO, Kakoe BpeMsl CYTOK ceildac Ha JIBOpe, HO
oKazajiock, uTo B [lycromm ceifuac panHee ytpo. Ilopa BcraBaTh U mpuHUMaThCs 3a padoTy.

— TlocnonuH npukasan cerogHst HaBECTH MOPAAOK BO BCEM JBOPLE, K HAM MOXaJIYIOT TOCTH.
OnuH 13 aBeHaauaru OpaTbeB ApakoHOB! Hy)XHO NPUHATH €ro o A0CTOMHCTBY, Be/lb HAIll MOBEJIM-
TeJb C HUM Be/lyT Kakue-To oOIue Jieia! — moBesaia terymka ['o, moka s ogeBanach v puBoanIa
ceOs1 B IOPSIJIOK.

— Oro! 910 npaBaa HaCTOAIMI APAKOH? — C YAMBJIEHUEM ITOCMOTPEB Ha KEHILMHY, CIIPO-
cuJIa.

— Hy na, nacrosanmii gpakon! Mx Bcero aBeHauath npoxusaioT B [Tycronm. OHu aBisoTCs
HalIMMU COIO3HMKaMHU, Tak Kak... Hy, B o01iem, 1o onpezie/ieHHbIM TPUYMHAM APaKOHbI HAM MIOMO-
raiot! Bpoze y HuX ¢ rocoqiHOM KaKoi-TO JJI0roBOp, O KOTOPOM 3HaloT Tosibko oHu! Tak uto ceftuac,
IJIaBHOE, TIOATOTOBUTHCS K MPUOBITHIO BakHOTO TocTs1! I1leBernmch nagaii OpicTpee u noiiaem. byneris
MOMETaTh IBOP! — TYMaHHO OOBSICHIJIA HEKPOMAHTKA, OT Yero 5 BCErO JIMIIb TUIeYaMy ToKaJa.

A uTto TyT ckaxers? [IpuObIBaeT BaxKHBII TOCTb U HYXKHO MPUHATH €ro C MoyecTAMU. Yero TyT
HENoHATHOro? BOT TONBKO rocTh AJ1s1 MeHs1 HEOOBIUHBIN. A XOTs, yero TyT yauBaATecs? B Ilycromm
BOJATCA U IPAKOHBI, U IEMOHBI, U pa3jIMuHbIe JyXU, KOTOpble MHOrAA OyayT NPUXOIUTh B TOCTH K
TEMHOMY Biajbike. [ToaTomy, Takue reHepaibHble YOOPKHM IBOpa M BCETro 3aMKa y Hac OyayT nepu-
O/INYECKHU.

B o6mem, noaronsiemast terymkoi ['o. S1 npuObL1a Ha KyXHIO, T7ie MEeHsI HAKOPMIJIU U TIOTOM,
OTBEJIM BO JBOP. Bhianu Memly M Mokasaad TEppUTOPHIO, KOTOPYIO Bejenu noaMmectd. TyT Obul
HEOOJIBIIION Cajl, HO He U3 JePEBbEB, a N3 KAMHEH, CTaTyl, KOTOpbIe )KMBOIMCHO BBIIOKHI KaKOK-TO
YMeJIbIi XYJOKHUK. BbiIo KpacuBO, HO HEMHOTO HEMPUBBIYHO, BE/lb 5 IOMHIJIA U3 CBOETO MUPA, YTO
OOBIYHO B TAaKMX MECTax pacTeT MHOTO 3eJIEHH U Pa3MYHbIX 1BETOB, HO B [TycTomm Bce 310 BCTpe-
YaJioCh pesiko. Beb comHILe 3ech CBETUT TYCKJIO U €r0 MOUTH BCETAA CKPBIBAIOT TyUH. A pacTeHUsIM
HY’KHO OOJIbIIIe CBETa M BOMpI, YTOOBI pacTu. IIpuaercs MpuBBIKATh K MECTHBIM KPacoTaM, a TaKke
HaJeAThCs, YTO KOra-HUOY/Ib, s BCE-TAKM YBUKY LIBETHI U 3€JIEHb.

BasBmmce 3a paboTy, KOTOPYIO MHE BeJesu jienath. $1 ctapanach YMCTO MOJMETATh JOPOKKH,
a Ky4KH U3 TIbUIM, KOTOpBIE 51 OCTaBJIsiIa, YOMpaau ABe NeBYIIKU ryar. OHU ObUIM Oe3MOJIBHBIE
B OCHOBHOM HUYEro He roBopujM. KauecTBEHHO BBINOJIHSIM NpUKa3 TeTyIKU [0, a BOT MHe, He
XBAaTaJIO YeJIOBEYECKON Oece/ibl.

Ecnm gectHo, TO B mporiecce paboThl, 51 Brajia B 33[yMYMBOE COCTOSIHUE U TTOITOMY, KOTJa KO
MHE HEO)KMJJaHHO MOJCKOUMIa HEKPOMAHTKA, BBIPOHWIIA METITY OT HEOKMJAHHOCTH.

— MeiinuH, rocoArH MpUKa3all MpuBecTH Tedst B opsaoK. CeroqHs Oyzelb COnpoBOXAATh
ero, MoKa JIpakoH OyleT y Hac B roctsax! — cooOmuia jKeHIIMHA U CXBAaTUB MEHs 3a PyKYy, KyJa-
TO MOBOJIOKJIA.

— Ho 3auem rocnosuHy 51?7 — Bce ke OUHTEPECOBAIACh.

— He 3Hato, rocrnofuH Tak Mnoxesaj U s He MOIy €My NepeduTb! — MOIy4nsIa OXKUIAeMbIi
OTBeT.

Hy na, ermie 6b1 BbI Iepeyrii HatleMy TeMHOMY Biiajibike. [Tornpo6yiiTe BbI TOJIBKO 3TO CAENaTh?
Jlaxe mpe/ICTaBUTh CTPAILHO, KAKOE HAKA3aHUE MOXKETE MOTyYUTh 3a IPOBUHHOCTb.

B o0mem, MeHs1 mpuBeny B KyMajbHIO, TIe yKe OblIa TOTOBA JepeBsSHHAs KaJKa, HarlOJTHEH-
Has ropsueil Booil. B Bo3qyxe BUTAI apoMar IIBETOB M MOsI KOJKa Cpasy ke Havyalla yecaTbes, Tpe-
Oysl OUMIIIEHUsI OT HAJIMIIILEH rpsi3u. MeHs MPUHSUTICH pa3eBarh, a 3aTeM, JIBe Oe3ryasble IeByIIKH
MIOMOIJIM NOTPY3UThCs B KafKy. [Ipu 3TOM, BCe Teo MpOH3WIN MPUSATHbIE OLIYIIEHUS OT KOHTAKTa
C BOJIOi, @ apoMaThl TpaB ycroKanBaiu. $1 paccimabuiack U ¢ GI1arogapHOCTBIO MPUHUMAJIA TTOMOIIb
ryjei, KOTopble HaMbIBAJI MOIO KOKY U BOJIOCHI, TPOMUTHIBAS UX PA3IMUHBIMUA MACIAMU.
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Tak pa3zomJiena, 4To Jake 4yTh HE YCHYJA OT HachaaxaeHus. Ho HekpoMaHTKa, KoTopas Mpu-
CTaJIBHO CJIE/INIA, YTOOBl MEHSI HE COXpPAId TyJIH, TOKa 51 0e3 3aKOJIKH, ObICTPO BbIBEJIA MEHS U3
JpEMBI.

— Tak, Hy Bce, XBaTUT MBIThCS, ITOpa MPeoOPa3sUThCsl, YTOOBI TOCTIOANHY OBUIO HE CTHITHO 32
CBOIO 3QJIOXKHUITY! — XJIOITHYB B JIAJOIIU, IPSMO BO3JIe MOETO yXa, CKasaja rocroxa ['o u meHs,
OYKBaJIbHO BHIBOJIOKJIV M3 KAJKH.

AX, ObUTO O4eHb AuckomdopTHO. Ho moToM, Ha MeHs HaJeau XaHb(y U3 IIETKOBOW TKaHHU,
KOTOpasi MPUATHO XOJIOAWIIA KOXKY U 3aTeM MPUHSIIUCH 38 MOIO IPUYECKY. DTO CTPAHHO, BE/Ib JaXke BO
JBOPIIE, MHE HUKOT/Ia HE TPUXOANIIOCh HOCUTh TaKKe Hapsiabl. MaKusk MHE HAaHOCHJIA yXKe TEeTYIIIKa
lo. A xorpa s B3rIsAHYNIA Ha ceOs B 3epKajio, TO OyKBaJIbHO HE Y3HaJla, HACKOJIBKO MPeoOpasuioch
MOE€ JIMLIO.

— Bay, BbI BommmeOHuna! Ho s Tak 10 KOHIIA M HEe TIOHSUIA, JJIS1 Yero Hy)KHa roCTiofuHy? —
CIIPOCHJIA, KOT/Ia MEHsI BEJIU B 3aJ1 JUIsI TPUEMOB.

— OH npocTo X0oueT MpeAcTaBuTh Tedst cBoeMy roctio! M BooOIie, 3auemM 1ede 3T0 3HAThH?
[Tpocro conpoBoxaid HaILIETO MOBEUTENS U HE 3aaBail ITIyIbIX BOIPOCOB! — TYT K€ yIPEKHY/IN
MeHs.

— Ho, pa3Be gpakoH He Jiena 00CyK1aTh MPUObUT? — He Xkeslajla YHUMAThCS 5.

— 4 ne 3na0! Bee, mbl mpuniuii. MeisiuH, Thl IJITaBHOE TIOMHH, HE CMEl TOBOPUTh HUYETO,
TMIOKa X035MH TeOe He 03BONUT! Thl BCETro JIMIIb SBJISAEHIbCS €r0 HOBOM 3AJI0KHUIIEH U TBOE MECTO B
3TOM 3aMKe, BO3JIe TBOETO rOCTIOAAMHA ! — KOTIa Mbl IIPUIIUIM CKa3aJia KEHIIUHA 1 OBICTPO MONPABHB
B MOEM 00pase BHIOMBIIYIOCS TIPsi/Ib, XOTENA 3aTOJIKATh MEHS B 341, HO s yCIiesia BOSMYTHTBCSI.

— Yero? Yto BBl Takoe roBopute?

— HeBaxxHo ri1ynasi, XBaTUT 3a/1aBaTh BOIPOCHI, OBICTPO 3aX0/IX B 321, IOKA Y MEHsI He IPOMajio
TeprieHne! — TOBBICHIIA TOJIOC HEKPOMAHTKA U OTKPBIB IBEPb, BTOJIKHY/Ia MEHS B 3aJ1.

TyT ke Ha MeHsI YCTaBWIUCh BCE MPUCYTCTBYIOIIHE 3[1eCh TOCTU. A 1, TIOJ UX MPUCTATBHBIMU
B3IJISIIaMH, TOTOBA ObUIA MPOBATUTHCS CKBO3b 3eMJTI0. BOT Kak MHE OBbLJIO HEJIOBKO.

— Hy nakonen-to to1 npuruia! Cnumkom gonro I'o onesana te6si! Ho ee crapanus omnpasaa-
JIMCh, TAK KaK Thl BEJIMKOJIENTHA! — TIOCIBIIIAJICS C33/11 TOJI0C TEMHOTO BJIAJBIKU M KOTJIa 51 pa3Bep-
HYJIaCh, TO TOXeE OIEHIIIa ero o0pas.

On Onuctan u emy 0e3yMHO TIJIO KpacHOE XaHb(Py, TKaHb KOTOPOTO OblTa PACIIUTA 30JI0TOU U
cepeOpsIHON HUTHIO, M300paskasi MPUUYJIUBbIE Y30PHI.

— Cnacu6o u Bbl TOXe Xoporo Beirisiaute! Ho ckaxure, 3auem 1. ..

— A TbI HE TOBOPWJI, YTO OHA Tak KpacuBa! Cpa3y B HeW UyBCTBYETCS UMIIEPATOPCKast KPOBb.
U xorpa xe Bama cBajgp0a? — K HaM IPUOIU3UIICS 0YapOBaTesIbHBI HE3HAKOMEII.

VY Hero ObLTM YyJeCHbIE BOJIOCHI, B MPS/ISIX KOTOPBIX MEPEIUIETANIOCH CEpedpo, 30510Toe XaHbQy,
MpUIaBaJIo ero oopasy pockoru. Takske, MeHs MPHUBJIEKJIa YIbIOKA STOr0O rOCIIOANHA, TI0O3TOMY, s He
cpa3sy paccibliana, O YeM OH TOJIBKO YTO CIPOCHIL.

— CBazpba?

BorpocutenbHO mocMoTpesia Ha TEMHOTO BJIQJIBIKY, KOTOPBIH MO MPEXKHEMY YJIBIOAJICS B OTBET
Y Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO JIAHHBIN BOMPOC JJIs1 HEro He HEOKUIAHHOCTb.

— Jla kakas cBaapOa JIyHIBH, MBI ellie TpucMatpuBaemcs apyr k apyry! [Ipasmga MeimH? —
MPUOOHSIB MEHS 32 IJIEYH U IPUTBOPHO YIIBIOASICh, CIIPOCKIT TEMHBI.

A uto MHe oTBeTHTh? [la 11 BoOOIIIe, Kak ceOs Bectu? [loueMy MHe He JaJTi HUKaKUX yKa3aHii?

[Tpuniiock KUBHYTh M aKKypPaTHO CTPSXHYTH C ce0sl pyKy JIEMOHa.

— Hapetoch, Baiixy, oHa He cOexuT OT TeOs ko MHe? A To...

— He coexur! U BooOIIe, Yero Mbl TYT crouM? TaM JaBHO CTOJI HAKPBUIU, MOXKET MOWAEM U
noeuM! — pBIKHYJ TEMHBIN BJIa/IbIKa U I Cpa3y 3aMeTHsIa, YTO eMy He OYeHb IMOHPABUIIOCH, KaK C
HUM TOBOPUT JPAKOH.
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S BApYT MOHSA, YTO MEXY STUMM ABYMS MYKUMHAMU €CTh KaKas-TO TaliHa, KOTOPYIO MHE
TEeNepb XOUYEeTCs pa3y3HaTh.
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— 41 He rosozeH, HO ¢ yI0BOJILCTBUEM Obl ITPOTYJIsICA C Baulel 3anoxHuuen! OHa Tak mpe-
KpacHa ¥ ee 00IIEeCTBO i1 MeHs1 OyJeT, Kak MecHs! — ¢ HOTKOH poMaHTh3Ma nporoopu JIyHize
Y MUJIO MHE YJIBIOHYJICSL.

51 To’xe eMy IoKa3ajia CBOM pOBHbIE 3yObl, a BOT baiixy, IBHO ObLI IPOTUB 3TOH MPOTYJIKH.

— 4 yBepeH, 4To MeiuIuH XOUeT KyIaTh ¥ MOITOMY MHI. ...

— 41 Toxe He ronogHa! Tloxamyii, COCTaBII0 KOMIIAHUIO HAILIEMy 3aMeydaTeIbHOMY IocTio! —
3aMETUB HEroJJOBaHWE TEMHOTO BJIAJBIKM, HA3JI0 CKa3asa M MOJAXBATUB JPAaKOHA MOJ PyKY, MOIIA C
HUM T'YJIATb.

B cnimHy Ham rpo3HO MpOpBIYad, HO Oosiee HUYEro He MPeIpHHSsIIA. DX, s TaK Ha 3TO Hajle-
stack. Benp moruia s ¢ 3TUM MYXKYMHOH, JIUIIb TOJIBKO U3 BPEAHOCTH.

— IpuHnecca, kak Tede B [Tycromm? Xouems i Thl BEPHYThCSI 0OpaTHO K cebe BO ABOpeLl,
B YEJIOBEUECKUI MUP? — BAPYT CIPOCUIT APAKOH, KOTIa MbI 3alIUI B OECEKY U CeJI Ha CKaMeWKy,
Ha KOTOPOH JIeKaJIM MATKUE MOIYIIKH.

Uro 3a Bonpockl? Heyxenn oH XoueT MeHsl MOJUIOBUTh Ha YyeM-To? WM, MoXeT mpoBepserT,
BCEM JIU 51 3[€Ch JJOBOJIbHA?

— Bo-nepBbix, yBaxaemsblil JIyHI3e, He Ha3blBaiiTe MeHs NpuHLECcOr. 1 K 3TOMY He Ipu-
BBIKJIA, JIy4llle IO UMEHU. A BO-BTOpBIX, 51 €llle He MOHsIa, HpaBUTCA MHe TyT wiu Het! Beap 4
CMepTHasl, a 1JIs1 3AEIIHUX OOUTaTes e, SIBJISIOCh CAMBIM JIJAKOMBIM KYCOYKOM, KOTOPBIiA, BOT 0€3 3TOH
3aKOJIKM, — YKa3ajla Ha apTeakT B BOJIOCaX, — MEHs CheIAT TyJIu.

— A xouelb, 1 TeOe JaM HaAEKHYIO 3allUTY OT ryjleil? — BAPYT CIPOCUII IPAKOH U B €ro
B3IVIsi/le OTpa3miIcs azapr.

— A pa3Be 3aK0JIKa HEHaJeKHbIA apTehakT? — YIMBUJIACh U JJake HEMHOT'O MCITyTasach.

— Hapexwnbiii! Ho npescrasb, a eciiv BAPYT Thl ee notepsienib? Bep 370 MOXET JIErko mpo-
W30UTH, CTOUT TOJIBKO COBEPIIUTh KaKoe-HUOY/Ib HEJOBKOE JBMKEHHE! A BOT TO, YTO XOUy Ipesio-
KUTh TeOe s, BIOJHE HAJISKHOE CPEACTBO! — C YJIBIOKOW CKazal MyKUMHA M B3MaxHYJ PyKOi, B
KOTOPOH BPYI MaTepraaIn30Basiach JPAKOHbs YelllyiKa.

— W 4ro mHe ¢ Heil nenatb? ChecTh UTO JIM? — XOXOTHYJIA, HO KOra IocMoTpera Ha code-
CEIHUKA MOHsJIA, YTO €My HE CMEIIHO.

— Jla MeiinuH, Te6e Hamo ee cbhecth! He Oofics, OHa cpasy pacTBOPUTCS Ha SI3BIKE U THI Jaxke
He MoYyBCTBYelllb BKyca. Ho mocnie 3Toro, Tl mepecraHelis ObITh YesJoBeKoM ... Her ... He Tak. —
3atymaics pakoH U MOTOM MPOJOJIKII. — Thl JIMIIL HAMONOBUHY Oy/ellh YeJIOBEKOM, a HarloJo-
BUHY CTaHemb oOnanath marueit! Tebst OymyT Bce OosiThest M Tynmu B ToM umcne! Tounee, oHu OymyT
B TeOe YyBCTBOBaTh JEMOHMYECKYIO SHEPIUIO U NT03TOMY, HUKOrJa He HaraayT. [lostomy, coBeryo
TeOe BOCIIO/Ib30BAThCS MOUM IPEIJIOKEHUEM U TOT/IA, Thl CMOXEILb CHaTh CIIOKOMHO!

Bpone MykunHa MONBITAJICS MOHSATHEE BBIPA3UTHCS, HO s BCE paBHO HUYETro He MoHsuia. Yro
MHe JacT 9Ta yeryiika? Ho, HecMOTpst Ha COMHEHUs1, BCE ke MPHUHsIIA Yellylo, HO cpa3y ee ecTb He
crasa. Cripstasia BO BHyTPEHHMI KapMaH, KOTOPBIi pacnosyiarajics B pyKaBe.

Tonbko xoTesa nodIarofapuTh CBOEro coOOeCeHUKA 3a Aap, Kak TYT 3aMEeTHIIa, YTO K HaM ITpH-
OMMKaeTcst XO34MH 3aMKa U BUJ| Y HETO, CKaXXeM TaK, He OYeHb JIOBOJIbHBINA. B rpuHImIe, oH Bceraa
YeM-TO HEAOBOJIEH, HO ceifuac ObUIO 3aMETHO, UTO MTPUYMHA TUIOXOI0 HACTPOEHUSI TEMHOTO BJIAbIKH,
MMEHHO 1.

— 4 nymato, Baa nporyJika 3akoHueHa! Iporry B OasibHBII 3271, TaM yKe BCE Bac 3aK/1aJIUCh!
— BUJMMO TEMHBIN BJIaJIblKa FOBOPUJI BCE 3TH CJIOBA JIPAKOHY, HO ceiyac, OH MoYeMy-TO CMOTPE
Ha MeHs.
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— V¥ Bac o4eHb KXUBOIUCHBIN ABOp U MelnH ommyHast codecequuia! [oxanyii, Baiixy, Tbl
paB, TIOpa MOECTh W 3a0JHO OOCYIAMTH TO, Pay Yero s ciofa MpuoObUT! — crac MeHs IPaKkoH U s
3aMeTuIIa, KaK TEeMHBII HEMHOTO pacciiaOuIcs..

— JlaBHO TIOpa Bce 00roBOpuTh! A TO, MHE TIOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO ThI TIPUEXaJl K MOEH 3aJI0KHUIIE,
a He KO MHe, 00CYX/aTh Jiesia!l — XMBIKHYJI JEeMOH M PABHOAYIITHO Ma3HYJI [0 MHE B3IJISIIOM.

41 uto-TO He moHs1a. OH pa3roBapuBaeT Bpojie C APAKOHOM, HO TIOUEMY-TO BCE BPeMsI CMOTPUT
Ha MeHs1. Vn, MOXeT y Hero Kocorsiasie ¥ MHe BCe 3TO TOJIbKO KaxeTcsi?

— Hy, Bce %e BBIHYXJICH CO3HATBCS, UTO 5 MPHeXasl He TOJbKO paau aei! Takske, XOTen mo3Ha-
KOMUThLCSI ¢ MeIJIMH 1 MPU3HATHCS YECTHO, OHA MEHSI BIIeYaT/IIA! — MPOIOIKaI BOCXBAJIATH MEHS
TOCTh TEMHOTO BJIQIBIKH.

MeHs OH STUMU CJIOBaMU BrOHSUT B KPacKy, a BOT baiixy kuren ot 31octu. [Touemy oH 31uThes?
Pa3Be MHOIT Hesb3s1 BocxuIIaThcsi? XOTsl, YTO C HETO B3ATh, OH K€ IEMOH W ITOYeMY-TO, HEHABUWT
MIPUHLIECC MOEI CEMBHU.

— V Te06s rutoxoii BKyc! B mpuHImne, kak 1y Bcex TBoux OparbeB! JlagiHo, oiaem B 3a1 171
TopskecTB! Tam yxe HayasioCch Becesibe U MUPIIECTBO! — BMUT, CIeJIaB PABHOLYIITHBIN BUJI, TEMHBbII
TIEPBBIM TIOIIEN B HY)KHOM HaITpaBJICHHH.

Sl meperisaHymMCch ¢ JPaKOHOM M TociieoBasia 3a baiixy.

B 3ane ans topxkectB Omuctano Bee. Ha clieHe TaHIeBaiy TaHIIOBIIUIIBL, a 32 CTOJIAMU, KOTO-
pble pacroyiarajarch Mo Kpyry BocceJasiu Kakve-To JeMOHBI M KaKasi-To elle He:xkuTh. OHU eJIv, TTHJIH,
B3Wpasi Ha TAHITYIOIIUX JIEBYIIIEK. 3aBU/IEB HAC, 3TU T'OCIIOA TIOCTICIIAIA BCTATh U TIOKJIOHUThLCS BJla-
npike. EcTecTBeHHO, OHM MPUBETCTBOBAJIM HE HAC, a cBoero Jymzepa. Ho Bce ke, ObLI0 MPUATHO, YTO
BCE OHM YBAXKAIOT MPABUTENISI U CKOPEl BCEro HEMHOTO €ro T0OAnBaKOTCS.

Korma npakoH 1 TeMHBIN BJIAJIbIKA 3aHSJT CBOU MECTa, 51 BAPYT OCO3HAJIA, UTO JIJIsSI MEHSI 3/1eCh
HET MOAYIIEYKH, Ha KOTOPBIX Bee cHIAT. [1oaToMy, cpa3y chenasia BBIBOM, YTO HA MOE TIPUCYTCTBHE
HUKTO HE pacCUMThiBas. Jlaxe Kak-TO OOMIHO CTaJIO W S TOIUIA HA BBIXO, HO MEHsI, HEOXKUIAHHO
OKJIMKHYJI 3HAKOMBIi1 I0JI0C.

— D, MelinuH, caiuch CO MHOM, 51 MOJJBUHYCH!

D70 OblIa MOsI 3HAKOMAs JIMCUYKA, KOTOPYIO s ceroiHsl He y3Haiga. OHa BeIIJIsiena JieT Ha
JeCsITh CTapIlle YeM BUepa U 5 opa3uiach HACKOJIBKO OHA KpacuBa.

MuwuioBuHasi AeBYyIIKA ¢ PyMSIHBIMU IEYKaMU M M3/1ajieKa HaloMHUHaIa KykJiy. HeBoibHO
M03aBUJIOBAJIa €e KpacoTe, HO JII00OoBaThCs 1onro JIMHOM He cTaia v mocneninia K Held 3a CTONHK.

Taiikom Gpocuia B3I HA TEMHOTO BJIAJIBIKY U OH BHITJISIICN YIUBJICHHBIM. Buanmo OblT He
B Kypce MOEro 3HaKOMCTBA C TOM, Ha KOTOPYIO OH HAJIeJT OIIEHHUK.

— Vromaiics! Enib, neii v Becesiuch, Moka JipakoH He yexai! Cama noHumaels, korjaa JlyHize
MOKWHET 3TU CTEHbI, Thl CHUMEIIb C ceOsl MICKOBbIe ONEkK/Ibl U CHOBA CTAHEIIb ero 3aJIOKHUIICH,
KOTOPYIO OMSATh 3arpy3sT padoToil! DTO OH MpHU JIpaKOHE TAKOW MUJIbIMA, a O3 Hero OMsATh CTaHEeT
Mep3aBlieM! — roBeiana menotom JIMHa v s1 HEMHOTO OTIeYaInIach.

— Jla 51 B ipuHIHITE He Hajieslach Ha ero MUJIocTh! U criacn0©o 3a TBOIO MoIep:KKy ! — HavaB
Kymath (PPYKTHI, KOTOPBIE CTOSUTH Y JIUCHI HA CTOJIE, POrOBOPUJIA B OTBET.

MeporpusiTrie pOIJTUIOCh, aX JI0 MO3/IHEro Bevepa. | 0cTy BeceIMInCh, TAHIIOBIUIIB HATaH-
[IEBAJIUCh, a MHE ObUI0O KOM(OPTHO B KOMITAHUM JIMCUYKU, KOTOpAsk MBITATIACh MEHSI MOIEPXKAaTh.
Cyjis 110 O)KUBJICHHOM KECTUKYJISAIUHI U OJOOPUTETbHBIM KMBKaM, BJIAJIbIKA OOCYIVIT C CBOMM rOCTeM
BCE JieJia.

Korma Bce roctu pa3onumch 1 s [yMajia, 9To JPaKOH TOXke CKOpPO MOKHMHET Hac, baiixy Bapyr
Mof1o3Bal K ceOe TerymKy [0 1 uro-To eif menHys. JKeHIpHa MOKJIOHWIACh U KyJa-To yoexaa.

— Kyna 310 ona? — cnipocuna y JIuHBI.

— TotoButh KOMHaty s Jlanize! OH XoueT nepeHoveBaTh, YTOOBI yeXaTh B CBOU 3EMIIU C
camoro ytpa! TTomm 1 Mbl ¢ TOOOH K. . .
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— MeiuH, HeMeJIeHHO MOIILTH CO MHOUM ! — COBEpILIEHHO HEOKUJAHHO BO3JIE HAC MOSIBUJICS
TEMHBIN BJIAJbIKA U [TO3BAJI MEHS CJIEJOBATH 34 HUM.
ITocMoTpeB Ha JIUCY U Ha TIPOIIaHUE N300pa3UB YIIBIOKY, MOKOPHO TMOIUIA 32 JIEMOHOM.
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I'nmaBa 14

MeHs1 OykBaJIbHO BTOJIKHY/IM B KaKOe-TO TEMHOE MOMEIIeHHe, I/ie MPU HallleM IOSIBJICHUU
Pa30M BCIBIXHYJIM CBeUM. I 1ake B3JPOrHy/ia OT HEOKUIAHHOCTU U €J1e KaK YCTOsIa Ha HOTax.

— Yro nan tebe npakoH? HememnenHo othait 1o MHe! — cpasy ke morpedoBan baiixy u
OOJIBHO C3KaJl MO JIOKOTb.

— Ortnyctute MeHs1! Huuero MHe qpakoH He AaBasi! — IycTh MHE U OBUIO CTPAIIHO, HO 5 He
coOupasach OTIaBaTh TEMHOMY YEHTyHKY.

— 41 TeGe ceituac pyKy cioMalo, ecii He OTJalllb MHE 3Ty Belllb! BhICTpO NOTUMHUCEH, WK 5T
UCIIONHIO Yrpo3y! — Bce OoJibliie 3/IMIICS IEMOH U 51 BUJENa, KaK ero I7a3a HAYMHalOT KPacHETh.

— Jlomaiite! Tak kak MHe BaM HeYero oTaaBaTh! — roBOpIO, a CaMOil Jjaxe He BEPUTCS, UTO
3T0 Mol rosioc. Takoii yBepeHHBIN 1 OecCTpaIlIHbIN.

— Tol coBceM MOMOTKA? — 3aKpUYall IEMOH U OTTOJIKHYB MEHsI OT ce0sl, CXBAaTHJI CTOSIIIYIO
Ha CTOJIe cepeOpsHYI0 Ba30UKY U 3aITyCTHJI €€ B CTEHY.

Cocyn ocTaBuIl B KUPIMYHOM KJ1ajiKe HEOOJIbIIYI0 BMATUHY U LITYKaTypKa BCsl OChINaach, a
TaK:Ke, M0 MMOBEPXHOCTH NOIIJIa TPEelMHA. 51 CIJIOTHY/IA U MOHSIA, YTO €C/IM Obl OH BCIO 3Ty CUITYy
NPUMEHWT Ha MOIO PYKY, TO HETpeMEeHHO ee Obl OTOpBaJ, a He ciomal. [Ipu oco3HaHuM 3TOrO, 5
HayvaJa ISITUTHCS K JBEpH, HamepeBasich cOexars. Ho TeMHBII perpaint MHE JOpOry 1 ero OereHble
171232, MbUIAJIN aJIbIM [UIAMEHEM.

— Tol MHe Jokensb! S 4yBCTBYIO 3TO, Jy4llle HOXYUHKUCh, & MHAYE. . .

— Yo6wems mens? Hy naBaii, cnenaii 3T0 M Kak MOXXHO ObIcTpee! — cama He MOHMMAIO 3a9eM
ero emie 60JbLIe IPOBOLIUPYIO.

Ortkyna B3sUI0Ch CTOJNBKO cMenocTh? S Bpoae ymuparh Moka He cooupasiach, HO cefiuac CTolo
Y CMOTPIO B KpacHbI€e IJla3a JEMOHA, FOTOBast IPUHATh CBOI KOHEll.

OH 3amaxuBaeTcs, FOTOBBII YAApUTh, 51 3aKPbIBAIO IJIa3a U MOJIOCh BceM Ooram, HO TYT, TeM-
HBII BAPYT 3aMHpaeT Ha MeCTe M OTCTYIAeT OT MEHs.

— Iomwa npoys! — BBIKPUKHYJI AEMOH U 51, CUJIBHO YUBUBIIKCH TAKOM MUJIOCTH, IMOCTEIINIIA
MOKHUHYTb 3TOT0 HEHOPMAJILHOTO.

Be:xana s K IBepH, KOTOpasi BEJET K JIECTHUIIE, YTOOBI OBICTpee OKa3aThCs y ceOsl Ha MAJICHPKOM
IIPOCTPAHCTBE, KOTOPOE MHE BBIGJIWIIM, HO 1O JI0pore CTOJIKHYNach ¢ JInHoi. [leBylika BeIrIsgaesna
B3BOJIHOBAaHHOM M KOIJla YBHJEJA, YTO 5 B MOPSAAKE, TYT ke 3aKJ0UMIa B OObAThS. A s, OLIyTUB ee
3aIIUTY, TYT e J1aJla BOJIO CJIE3aM.

Bunumo, tucuia Bocnosb30Basiach CBOEH Maruei, Tak Kak, KOrja s OTCTpaHUJIach OT ee Iuleya,
Oco3HaJIa cedst BO3JIe CIIaJIbHOTO MecTa ¢ TyMOOYKO#, KOTOpOe Teriepb MPHHAIEKATIO MHE.

— Hy, TbI Kak? — cnipocuiia JIvHa, BBITUPast MOU CJIE3bI.

— MHe 1o npexHeMy CTpaIlHO, BE/Ib OH UyTh He yOUJI MeHs1! — BCXJIMMbIBAsl, OTBETUIIA.

— A u3-32 4ero OH TaK paccBUperies1? — CHOBA NOMHTEPECOBAJIACH JIMCUILIA, a 5 ITpU3aayMa-
nack. CTOUT JIM €1 paccKasblBaTh PO Aap OT JpakoHa?

— Hyyy...
— TbI 4TO, MHE HE JOBEpPSEIIb? — 3aMETUB MOE 3aMEIIATENbCTBO, Cripocuiia JInHa.
— IlIpocto 51 He 3HaI0, Kak Thl HAa 3TO OTpearrpyeib! — BHIMOJIBUIA, CTapasich He OOUETh

JIUCHLLY.
— Ecmu Tl 4TO-TO B3s71a y JpaKkoHA, MMPOCTO HAO OBUIO 3TO CKPBITh YeM-HHUOY/b, a TO OT
3TOM Bellly 04eHb (DOHUT cuitoii! EcTecTBEHHO, rOCIIOANH 3TO MOYYBCTBOBA U 3aBOJTHOBAJICA. S TOXe
YyBCTBYIO 3Ty CHJIy H TIPOIITY, TOKAKU MHE 3TO, YTOOBI 51 MOIJIa TOHSITh HE OMacHa Jii OHa Jyisl Te0s !
— mocTapasiach YCIOKOUTb MeHs JIuHa u 51 el noBepuiia.
— OH jan MHe JIpakoHbIo yelrylo. BoT! — npusHanack 1 Jocrana U3 KapMaHa B pyKase yIo-
MHUHaeMoe.
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JIuHa TyT jKe CKpUBHJIaCh, KaK TOJIBKO yBU/IENa yernyo. Kak OyaTo 9To 4To-TO AypHO MaxHyIee,
HO Ha CaMOM JieJie YellTysl BhIIJIsijiesia MPEeKPacHO U MepesTMBAIACh BCEMH [IBETAMH PAIyTH.

— W nouemy xe Tol ee cpasy He cbena? Torga, noBenuTess Obl HUYEro He IOYyBCTBOBAJ, HO
Terepb, OH. ..

— AX BOT BHI TJIe! — HEOXUIaHHO Tiepe]l HaMH TMOSIBIJIACh HEKPOMaHTKa, — MeWiH coOu-
paiicsi, Thl TiepeesKaelllb B Apyrue anapTaMeHThl. | 0CriofrH MprKa3al BeICIUTh TeOe KOMHATy! —
COOOIIMJIA KEHIIHA.

W muno y terymku ['o He oyeHb JOBOJBHOE, Kak OyATO OHA HE OYEHb paja, YTo MHE Jajiu
KOMHATYy.

— Oro, kakas xopoiasi HoBocTh MeimH! JlaBail ckopelt coouparics, s moMory tede ¢ mepe-
e3moM! — cpazy ke oOpagoBasiach 3a MEHs JIMCHUIIA.

— Ho y MeHs TyT MaJio Belei 1 coouparh Hedero! — THXO BBIMOJIBUIIA, IaXKe He 3Hasl, Kakue
SMOIMU HEOOXOIVMO MPOSIBUTH.

— HesaxHo, oty tak ! U Tenieps BOT O4eHb HHTEPECHO Y3HATh, IIOYEMY BAPYT HAIII TOCTIOAWH
pewwt natb MeiiinH anaprameHnTsl? Heyxkenu y Hero BIpYr NnpocHyJach coBecTh? B uem s ouenb
CUJIbHO COMHEBAIOCh! — BJPYT 3arHTepecoBasach JIMHa U 51 ¢ Hell Oblla MOJTHOCTHIO COIJIACHA.

— 41 He 3HaI0, TOCTIOAMH MO3BAJI MEHS M BeJielT JaTh €ro 3aJI0KHUIIE arlapTaMeHThl, YTOOBI OHA
He K1JIa BMeCTe C MpUciyroi. MoxeT OH He XOueT, 4ToObl ee coxpasv ryiau? Vi Bapyr 3auHTepe-
coBaJics €M, Kak jKeHIMHON ? — TOcIe/IHee MPeINoNoKEHUE, Aake HEMHOIO HACMEILINIIO MEHSI.

He moxer Takoro ObITh M MCTHMHHYIO MPUYMHY TaKOW HEBUJAHHOU IEIPOCTH, OOICh, 3HAET
TOJIKO CaM TEMHBbIN BJIaJbIKa.

B o0mmem, Tereps st ObUIa C HOBBIMU ariapTaMeHTaMU, T7ie ObLIO BCe: JUBAHYMK, KPOBATh, CTOJI C
pasokKeHHBIMU BOKPYT HETO MOAYIIKH, U Kad. B KoTopbli 5 nocnenmna 3arisHyTh. Tam, Kk MoeMy
YIMBIJICHUIO OOHAPYKMJIOCHh MHOTO HApS/IOB M pa3inyHble yKpameHus. Takxke, Ha Monkax Oblia pac-
cTaBjieHa OOyBb JUIsl Pa3HOM TMOTObl M MHOTO JPYTMX aKCECCyapoB, O KOTOPBIX S JJake MeuTaTh He
cMena.

U Bot, 0003peBast Bce 3TO BEJMKOJIENUE, 51 Hayajla My4UTbCsl BOMPOCaMU. 3a KaKue 3acIyru
MHe Bce 3T0 Janu? U Kak ke s ObUia mopakeHa, Koraa Ha CIeQyIoIUi JeHb, OMy4Ynia OTBET Ha
BOIPOC U3 YCT CAMOT0 TEMHOT'O BJIA/IbIKH.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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