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AHHOTaAIUSA

TEMHBIN JIOTOBOP, 3aKJIIOYEHHBIH MOWUMM TpEIKaMH, OOpeKaer
KaXIyl0 TPUALATh JIET OTHaBaTh camMyl0 NpPEKpPacHyI0 IEBYIIKY
MMIIepaToOpPCKOTO pojia B JIallbl TEMHOTO BIaAbIKU. M BOT HacTam Mou
4yepéxn CTaTh TOU caMoii kepTBoi.IIOMHIO TOT JieHb, KOr/1a NoMasa B €ro
MpavHHII ABOpel. S He 3Hasa, 4To KIET BIepeIu, HO I0TaJbIBalach
— HHAYero xoporiero. ’KecTokocTh, yHHKeHne, 6071 — BCE 3TO CTaJo
MoOel peabHOCTBI0. $1 MymMasa, 4To He BBIAEPKY, UTO COUAY C yMa OT
oryastHus U ctpaxa.Ho cynmp0a okazanach kyia npuayuineee. ToT, KTo
JOJIKEH OBLI CTaThb MOMM IaJIa4OM, IOCTENEHHO HavaJl MEHAThCA. B
€ro Iia3ax g yBHe/a HeuTo Oolbiliee, ueM xaxay Biacti. Ero cepane,
Ka3aJ0ch, ObIJIO M3 KaMHS, HO Jiake OHO criocoOHO oTTasATh. Terneps s
CTOIO Ha TOpore HOBOW KU3HU. T0, YTO HAYMHAIOCH KaK TUIEH, MOXKET
CTaTh HAYAJIOM 4ero-to Oosbiiero. CMory jim s npoctuts? [pumy m
ero moooBb? U miiaBHOE — CMOTY JIM s cama TOMIOOUTh TOTrO, KTO
KOTJJa-TO ObLT MOUM KOIIMapom?
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I'maBa 1

Haz korzma-Tto MOryIiecTBeHHOW UMIIEepUe CryIlaIiuch Ty4H.
V raBHBIX BOPOT, OXKUAAsI HANIAJEHUS, CTOSIIO HEOOJIBIIIOE BOM-
CKO BO IJ1aBe ¢ MouM oTLOM. OHU 3HaJIM, OH TOYHO npuzeT. Tor,
yb€ MM HABOAWT yKac Ha xwutesed nogHeOecHoi. OH Bcerma
NPUXOIUT Pa3 B TPUALATH JIET U 3a0MpaeT B 3JI0KHUILIbI CAMYIO
KPacHBYIO JIEBYIIKY U3 MOEW ceMbU. B 3TOM rony, 3a10:xHuLen
JOJKHA CTaTh 51 MU MOM oTel] ObL1 MPOTUB. BOT TOJIBKO, S1 TOUHO
3HaJIa, YTO €CJIM OH BOCIIPOTUBUTCS, TO BO BCE UMIIEPUU HACTY-
T Xaoc.

Kk

JlaBHBIM-JABHO, MOSI UMIIEpUs MPOLIBETANIA U KUTEJN 3[ECh
HU B UeM He Hykaanuchk. KazHa Oblia 1osiHa 1 3aracoB eJibl Bee-
I71a XBaTajo, HO OJHAXbl, HA MOJHEOECHYIO Haraja CTpalHast
snuaemMus. JKUTen Kak bl IeHb TePsUT CBOMX OMM3KUX. YMU-
paji B OCHOBHOM camble cabble ¥ HemollHble. HUKTO U3 jeka-
pell He 3HaJl JIeKapCTBa, KOTOPOEe MOIJIO M30aBUTh MX OT 3TOH
Haracty. Y MpaBsIIero B TO BpeMs UMIIEpaTopa UMEHHO B 3TOT
TOJI POAMJICS CHIH M KaK OH HE CTapaJiCsl ero yoepeub, MaJburK
Bce paBHO 3a6oren. JlekapcTsa He ObUIO U TOTIa, UMIIEPaTop pe-
M OOpaTUTHCS 3a MOMOIIBI0 K 6oram. Ho Goru He oTBeTHIIN
Ha MOJIbOBI MOHApXa. XOTsl MYy)KUYMHA JE€Hb U HOUb CTOSUT Ha KO-
JIeHsIX B XpaMe U TPOCHJT TIOMOYb CIAaCTH €r0 peOeHKa.



Ho Ha cnenyrommii ieHb, K UMIepaTopy HEOXKUIAHHO Tpude-
JKaJI IPUBPATHUK M COOOIIMII, YTO K HEMY Ha ayJUEHIIUIO TIPO-
CUTCS KOJIJyH, KOTOPbIA 3HAET, KaK W3JIeUUTh TaWHCTBEHHBIN
Henyr. MMmmepatop TyT ke oOpaaoBajicsi U BeJiesl MPUIJIACUTD
KOJIAyHA B TPOHHBIN 3au1. Ho, Kor/ia HesHakoMell 0uyTUIICs epen
MOHAPXOM, UMIIEPATOP TYT K€ MOHSII, YTO ITO BOBCE HE KOJIIYH.

[epen HUM ceffyac CTOS KPACHUBBINM MapeHb B YEPHOM XaHb-
by, KOTOpBIIA OBLT PACHIUT 30JI0TOM HUTHIO. A 37I0BeIas yiblo-
Ka, KOTOpasi MPUCYTCTBOBAJIA HA JIULIE IOHOLIM FOBOPUJIA JIUIIIb
00 OTHOM, OH CIOIa TIPUINENT He MoMorarh. Ero menu wHbie U
KaK TOJIbKO OH UX O3BYYMT, MIPABUTEJb HE CMOXET eMy OTKa3aTh.
Benp MoHapx yxe Hayasl No103peBaTh, YTO UMEHHO 3TOT HE3HA-
KOMeII HacJlaJl Ha €r0 UMIIEPUIO XBOPb.

— 4 BUKY, BBl IOralajiuch, KTO 51 TAKOW! — pacxakuBas 1o
TPOHHOMY 3aJ1y, TPOrOBOPKUJI HE3HAKOMEII.

— Ha! Bbl TOT, KTO rolaMu YHUUTOXKAJI camble OOJIbIINE TOCY-
JapcTBa NoiHeOECHOM, yrHeTall MX M 3aroHsu1 B Huiety ! Teneps,
BBI JJOOPAJIMCh IO MOMX 3eMeJTb U HAMEPeBaeTeCh, IOTyOUTh BECh
MOV Hapoj1! — cpasy ke OTBETHJI MOHAPX M HaXMypPHJI OPOBH.

— 0-0-0-0-0, 51 BUXKY, MOsI CllaBa O€KUT BIiepeid MeHs. DTo
Tak NMpUATHO! BOT TOJIBKO, B 3TOT pas, s XO4y MPEIJIOKUTh BaM
CHIeJIKy, B 0OOMeH Ha criaceHue Bateit ummnepun! U 3Haete, 51 1y-
Malo, BbI COTJIaCUTECh, BE/Ib Y BaIIeTO ChIHA OCTAJIOCh CJUIIKOM
Masio BpeMeHu! OH cKopo oTaact cBo aymy npeakam! Passe
BBl XOTUTE, YTOOHI. . .

— YT0 BaM HAJI0 OT MEH$, IPA3HBIA MEP3aBell? — HE BbLAEP-



’KaJl MOHApX U PE3KO MOAHSIBIIMCH C MECTa, TOTOB ObLT BbIXBa-
TUTh CBOM M€Y, YTOOBI OTPYOUTH HATJIEITy TOJIOBY.

— Thl HUYEro MHe He caefaeiib! Benpb K13Hb TBOETO ChIHA,
ceiyac HaxoIuTCs B MOUX pyKax! 3ak/iouu cAeaKy U TOraa. . .

— Xoporto, s caenaio no TBoemy! Uto s tedbe Mory aath?
3onoro? Cepedbpo? Iparonennsie kamuau? Wim. ..

— Her, MHe HUYero u3 3Toro He Hy’HO! Y MeHs ecTb 30J10-
TO, cepedpo U TMOJIHO APAroleHHbIX KamHel. Yero y MeHs Her,
Tak 310 Jo6BK! HUKTO U3 MOMX 3eMesib He CMOT 3aBOE€BaTh MOE
cepmue! [Tostomy, Korma s 0OpaTuIICs K MPOPUIIATEILHATIE, OHA
noBeJaJla MHe, Te CeayeT UcKaTh Moo n3bpannuily! Pogutcs
OHa B MUpE JIIO[IEH, B TBOEU AUHACTUU. BOT TONIBKO, KOTIa U Kak
Oyzder ee UMs, ITpOpHIIaTeSIbHAIIA He cka3ana! [Tormbna ot paH,
KOTOpBIE 51 eii 10 9Toro HaHec! Tak BOT, 51 M30aBJIsI0 Bac OT cMep-
TeJIbHOW XBOPH, a Bbl, 00SI3yeTeCh OTAaBaTh MHE OJHY M3 CBOMX
NpUHIIEeCC, Kakable Tpuauath jet! S Oyny npuxoauts v 3a0MpaTh
ee, Be/Ib Kakue OyayT y Hee OTMETHHBI, Oy/IeT U3BECTHO, JIUIIIb
TOJIBKO MHE. B Mupe soziert Bpemsi Te4eT MEeIJIEHHO, a BOT B MO-
€M MUpE, I7Ie KUBYT 37Ibl€ TyXH, IEMOHBI U APYyrasi HEYUCTh, MO-
HsATHE O BpeMeHH HeT. [TosTomy, TpuaLaTh JeT, s MeHs OynyT
npoJjierath, Kak oguH mecsi! Hazaeloch, ¢ Bailieli CTOpOHBI HU-
Korja He OyJeT MOJIBOXa, TaK KaK eCid sl 3aMeuy XOTh OJIMH Ha-
MeK Ha 0OMaH, TBOeMy pojy NpujeT KoHell! § coTpy ero ¢ iuia
3eMJIU, KaK MbUIb cO cBOMX caror! He comHeBaiTech, 1 Ha Takoe
criocobeH! Tak 4To, BBl COIIACHBI HA JJAHHYIO CIIENIKY ? — pacxa-
JKUBas 1O 3aJ1y, MPOrOBOPKUII KOJIIYH U MTOTOM, B O)KUJJAHUU OT-



BETAa, YCTABUJICS] HA MOHAapXa.

— Jla, g1 comtace” ¢ TBOMMM YCJIOBUSAMM, TOJIBKO IIPOILLY, UC-
LIEJIM MOETO ChIHA, [IOKA OH €11 KUB ! — COITIacuiIcs UMIeparop,
YK€ MOJTHOCTBIO OTYASBILIUCD.

— Xopouio, A y&e 3T0 ceial. A Tenepb, 3aKpenum Halll J10-
TOBOP, TIOJIHIIIEM €0 KPOBbIO! — ¢ KOBApHOM YJIBIOKOM Ha Kpa-
CUBOM JIULIE BBIMOJIBWJI KOJIIYH U B €r0 PyKax MOSIBUWICS CBUTOK
YEPHOI'o 1BETA.

[Monmucy ObLIM OCTABIEHBI U HE3HAKOMEIT UCUe3.



I'maBa 2

MBsI Beerjia K B MUpe ¢ Ooramu, TyxaMu U Jaxke ¢ AeMO-
HAMU CTapajnch He KOH(IMKTOBaTh. M neno naxke ObUIO HE B
JIOrOBOpPE C TEMHBIM BJIAIBIKOH, IPOCTO MOM OTell ObLT marudu-
ctoM. Ho, Kornma poguniachk 51, OH pe3KO MMOMEHST CBOU B3IJISIIbL.
Orel1 3HaJ1, 9TO MOSI CyabOa yxe npeaperieHa. M Tot, ¢ kem Haii
IPeIOK 3aKJII0YMII JOroBOp, rpuaeT. OH 3a0epeT MeHs K ceOe B
[lycrous, rie s cTaHy ero 3aJI0KHULIEH.

[Toatomy, ¢ camMoro poxJeHus,, si COBCEM HE BUJIE/A CBOETO
OTIIa ¥ MaTb. MeHs pacTuiM BIaiau oT Hux. Hukro, kpome Moei
Hail Ma (KOpMIJIMIA J1s 3HaTHBIX cemei B Kutae), He 3Ha, 4To
s mpuHLIecca. MeHs mpsiTajid OT BCEX CIIYT U 10 CBOETO JIBa/Ila-
TUJIETHS, s HIYETO MHTEPECHOTO He BUea. JIuib MomJaauBbie
CTEHBI M Hall Ma, KOTopas JIoOrIa MeHsI, KaK pOTHYIO 104b. XO-
Ts1 y Hee ObUT ChbIH, KOTOPOTO OHA POIWIIA U MaJbUMK TOXE pOC
CO MHOM, Kak OpaThukK. Mbl ¢ HUIM JIPY)KWJIU B IETCTBE, a KOT/a
OH TIOZIPOC, TO €ro OTIPABWIA 00y4aThCsl OOEBBHIM UCKYCCTBAM,
YTOOBI ITOTOM CTaTh BOMHOM B MMIIEPATOPCKOM BOWCKE.

B Ty HOuUb, KOT/1a MpUIIIENT OH, HAll Ma PEeUIIaCh MHE BCe pac-
ckaszarb. OHa noBeaa, YTo Ha CaMOM JieJie, 1 PUHIECCA U YTO
CEroJiHsl, 32 MHOM JIOJI’KE€H SIBUTHCS TEMHBIN BJIa/IbIKa, KOTOPBIA
yHeceT MeHs B [TycTonib 1 caenaeT cBoei 3aJI0KHULIEN.

JlaHHast HOBOCTh MeHsI He oOpafoBasia. 51 Bech JieHb I1aKaa,
a TIoj1 Beuep, sIBWICS MOM OTell. DTo OblIa Hallla BTopasi BCTpeya.



OH BbITIIsIZIEN ONeqHBIM ¥ OcyHYBIIMMCs. OeT OH ObUT B O0EBbIe
JIOCIIEXU M B HOXKHAX €ro MOKOUJICS Meu.

— Jlouka, MPOCTHIIb JI Thl MEHsI? — CIIPOCHUJI OH, OOHSIB.

W3 ero a3 Tekym cnesbl, a pyku apoxanu. [la, 6e3ycioBHo,
OH OIIYII[AJT YYBCTBO BUHBI, HO 9TO €r0 HE OINpPaB/bIBAJIO.

— Bu1 He BuHOBathl! Jlydme orpante mens emy! He xouy
31ech Oosbllie HaxomuThesi! MHe Ha/loenu 3TH CTEeHBI, S XO4y
cBOOO/IBI! — CKa3aja ¥ OTCTYMWIA OT MYKUUHBI.

OTuoOM ero Ha3blBaTh MHE HE OYEHb XOTEJNOCh. Benp 1o ero
MUJIOCTH, 51 pOCJIa, KAK U3IOM U Jake He 3Hajla pOAHOU MaTepu.

— Yro TH TaKOE TOBOpUIIIH, MIJIasi? Kak st Mory otaarh Te0st
emy? OH xe uynoBuiie! 3a TpUcTa JIET, Mbl OTAAJIA STOMY MOH-
CTpPYy TaK MHOT'O KpacuBbIX INpuHiiecc. Ho eMy He ofiHa He HyX-
Ha okazanack! [TouemMy OH KaXablid pa3 BO3BpaIaeTcs 1 Tpedyer
HOBBIX JieByiiek ? Ho ThI, Musiasi, He Oo¥ics, 51 He oTaam eMy Teds !
Y MeHs yxe ecTb Iy1aH! 3ameHuM Te0st Ha Jpyryio AeBymky. OHa
TOXE KpacuBa U Mbl PacTUIIU €€, KaK CBOI0 J04b. OHa cuuTaer
ceOs1 PUHIIECCOU U eCJIM Y HAC BCE MOTYYUTCS], TO Th, BHIUAICIIIH
u3 3aroueHus. [IpeacraBb pogHasi, Thl BOCCOEIMHUIICS C CEMbei
Y HaKOHell, MaMa YCIOKOUTCsi! — ¢ ynbIOKoi 6e3ymIiia mporoBo-
PUWJI UMIIEpATOp, @ MHE BIIPYI KaK-TO HEMOCee cpa3y CTajo.

Jla, miaH MoHapxa ObUI BIIOJTHE TOIXOASIIAM, HO, €Cld
BCIIOMHUTh BCE, UTO MHE paccKasbiBaja MpPO TEMHOTrO Hail Ma,
TO MOXHO MPEANOOKUTh Xyaiiee. [yxu u 1eMOHbI CIOCOOHBI
MIPOHUKATh BO BCE MUPBI U MO3TOMY, MOTYT JOJIOXUTh CBOEMY
rocrofiuHy 06 obMane nmneparopa. Torna, MHe Jaxke CTpaIHO



MIPE/ICTaBUTh, YTO MOKET C/I/IaTh TEMHBIIA, KOT/1a OOPYIIUT CBOM
THEB Ha HAIIN TOJIOBBI.

— Her, Bauie BeimuecTBo, 51 He MO3BOJIO BaM TaK MOCTYIUTh!
Jlyuiie otnaiite emy MeHs1, Tak Oyaer npaBusibHO! [Tporry, mo-
CIIyIIaiTe CBOIO I0Yb U CAEJaiTe, Kak sl TOBOPI0! — He 3Halo Mo-
yeMy, HO JymaJa, 9To Tak OyJaeT CIpaBeIuBO MOCTYIUTb.

— U Bce ke, s cienaio mo ceoeMy! 1o Mo BEIOOP U BCIO OT-
BETCTBEHHOCTb MOJHOCTHIO Oepy Ha ceOsi! — He caBasics ynpsi-
Mell 1 OOJIbIIe He JKeJlasi MeHs CITyIIaTh, yIel.

I xotena nocne1oBaTh 3a HUM, HO BXOJHbIE BOPOTa B MOE Taii-
Hoe yOexuIre ObUTM TYT e 3aKPBITHI, MPSAMO Tepel MOMM HO-
COM.

4l mpekpacHO MoHUMAIa, YTO MHE OTCIO[a He BHIOPAThCs, TO-
3TOMY, PEelIWIa NOIPOCUTD ITOMOILY y CBOEU Hall Ma.

— Ilyan, nomoru MHe BbIOpaThcs U3 3aToueHusi! Thl ke mo-
HUMaeIllb, YTO €CJIM Y OTLIA HE MOJyYUTCS €r0 3aMbICETI, TO BCEM
JKUTEJISAM FPO3UT OMacHOCTh! [1a, 1 NOHMMAal0, YTO MPOIILY CIIMIII-
KOM MHOTOTO X BO3MOKHO, UTO TeOsI TOCIIe ITOTO KIET HaKa3a-
HUE, HO TPOIITY, Thl JOJKHA MHE TIOMOYb! — HaM/IsI JKEHITUHY B
€€ KOMHaTe, IIPUHIACh IPOCUTh Y HEE O TIOMOUIH.

Ha, s1 He HaziesylaCh HA Ha 4TO, HO BCE e, XOTesia MOIbITaTh
yaady. ABOCh MOJTYYUTCSI IOMUMATh €€ 3a XBOCT.

— Ho 1BoI1 oTerr 3anpeTun TeOs Bbimyckath! U 3Haenn, MHe
Ka)eTcsl, YTO IJIaH HAIIEro UMIepaTopa BIOJIHE MOXET cpado-
Tarb! — Kak g u aymaina, [llyan Bcrana Ha CTOPOHY MOHapxa.

Cnoputs ¢ Helt 6110 Oecrione3Ho. f 310 Touno 3Hana. [Toato-



MY, TYT %€ OTCTYIWJIa U ylUIa.

VYceesumics nop nserymen Cakypoi, KOTopast pociia Ha JKUBO-
IIMCHOM MOJISIHE, 3ayMaJIach.

— Mory nomous ¢ 1noderom! — OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH, AaxKe
MOATPBITHYJIA HA CKaMEWKe.

Sl ornsaenach mo CTOpOHaM, HO HUKOTO He yBuaena. Kro co
MHOU roBOopmI1? MoXeT MHE IOKa3ajoch?

— He Hazto meHs GosThCA, 51 He pUUMHIO TeOe Bpeaa! Beero
JMIIb IoMory cOexatb. Beb Thl ceifuac IMEHHO 3TOTO XOYelllb?
— OIIATH YCINBIIANA TOIOC M TYT, YBHUJETAa MAJEHBKYI0 OEIyio
3MEWKy, KOTOpasi CBepHYBIINCHh KITyOOUYKOM, MpsATAIach B TEHH
Jepesa.

A 51 oueHb OOIOCh BCSKUX raJIoB MOM3YYUX W KaK 3aKpU4ay. A
MIOTOM, Cpasy 3axoTesa cOexarb, HO CHOBA yCIbIIIaa:

— Ilpoctn, ecan Hanyran! 1 Mory npuHATH 4eI0BEYECKUI
OOJIMK U MOXET TOT/ja, Thl CONNIACUILIBCSI CO MHOM OTOBOPUTB !

He ycnena s u ra3oM MOPrHyTb, Kak TYT IPOM30LLIO HACTO-
smee BomuedcTBo. Ha mecte 3meliku mosiBuiicss Mmyxunaa. OH
ObLT HEOOBIYHOW BHEITHOCTH, OeJible BOJIOCHI, TOTyOBIe IJ1a3a 1
ozieT B OeocHe)kHOe XaHb(y. A KOrJa OH yJbIOHYJICSA, TO o 3a-
METHUJIA KJIBIKH.

— KT0 TBI TaKOW? — CIIpOCHIIa y HETO.

— 4 Baiiiie, BOJIbHBIMA AEMOH. [JaBHO yXke KUBY B 3TOM caj1y
¥ NprUcMaTpuBalo 3a ToOoi! Thl paBa, MOI XO35MH BCerja 4yB-
CTBYET MOJBOX U €CJIM TBOH OTell X04eT 0OMaHyTh MOETO TOCHo-
JWHA, TO HEMPEeMEHHO 3a 3To noruiatutcest! [loatomy, Mbl ¢ ToOO#



JOJIKHBI 3TO NPEJOTBPATUTh! — MOSICHWII JEMOH U B €10 ITPaBOi
pYyKe BIpPYT MOSIBIJICS Beep, KOTOPBIM OH CTal cedst 0OMaxXuBarh.

— A Tbl TOYHO TIOMOXkelb? MHe POCTO Hall Ma paccKa3bl-
BaJIa MHOTO CKa30K U JIEreH[| MpO JEMOHOB M KaK OHU JIIOOAT
NOJIAKOMUTbCA yesioBeueckuM msicoM! Thl BeJp ceiuac MeHs He
oOMaHbIBaelb? — He CKPOIo, MHE ObLJIO OYeHb CTPAIITHO, HO BCE
XKe, s Xorena cOexaTb U MO3TOMY ceiuac MPUXOAUIIOCh BEPUTD
stomy baiiie.

— Her, uto 161! ECitit 51 cheM T€0s1, TO XO35IMH OTOPBET MHE
rosyioBy! 41 *e ckaza, 4To MpUCMaTPUBAIO 32 TOOOH U cervac, Xo-
4y MOMOYb IIPEAOTBPATUTh KaTtacTpody! — BroNHE yOeanuTeb-
HO IIPOTOBOPWJI 3MEN U OTYETO-TO, £ NOBEPUJIA EMY.

— Xopomo! Kakoii y Te6st Tian? — BCE-TaKkM COIIACUIIACh U
IPUTOTOBUJIACH CITYILIATh YKa3aHUS TOTO JIEMOHA.



I'nmaBa 3

Oxkazasnoch, 4To B CTEHaX, KOTOPbIE MEHS IBaJILIaTh JIET OKPY-
kam ObUTO TONTHO Tiiesielt. [loaTomy, MaieHbKOU Oesloi 3Meiike
OBbLJIO HETPY/IHO MPOMOJI3TH Yepe3 OIHY U3 HUX, YTOOBI OTKPHITH
MHe BopoTa. EctecTBenHo, baiiiie npuiiioch BHIpyOUTh CTpaxk-
HUKOB, KOTOpbIE MEHSI OXpaHsLIH.

Korpa 51 okazanacek Ha cBOOOJE, TO TYT K€ IMOHSIIA, UYTO COBEP-
IIIEHHO He 3Halo, Ky/a HaJlo Oexarh, a ele, s He ycIiela mompo-
matecs ¢ llyan. Ho, coxaners 00 3ToM ObUTO Hekoraa. JleMoH,
KOTOPBIN BeJl MEHs1, MPOCTO He ymeeT kaaThb. CKopei Bcero oH
YyBCTBOBAJI PUOJIMKEHUE CBOETO FOCIIO[IHA Y TTI03TOMY, TOPO-
TTHAJICS.

brnarogapsi ToMy, 4To 000 MHE HUKTO HE 3HAJ, s CIIOKOWHO
nia Tyaa, KyJa Beja MeHs MajieHbKas 3Melka. Bopora Besje,
KpOME MOMX U IJIABHBIX ObLTM OTKPBHITHL U TOJIbKO B OJIHOM Me-
CTe, CTpaXXHUKH TIOMHTEPECOBAJIVCh, KTO s1 BooOIe Takasi? Ho
Baiiiie ¢ Humu ObIcTpo paszoOpancs. WM caenan oH 3T0 THXO U
0e3 mymMa. A MOTOM YJIOKKJI UX TaKMM 00pa3oM, 4TO Ka3ajloch
CTPaXXHUKH MPOCTO CIISAT.

— XoTesoch Obl U MHE TaK YMeTh! — IIIeNHy/Ia JeMOHY.

3Mel yCMEXHYJICS U MPOJEMOHCTPUPOBAB CBOU KJIBIKH, CKa-
3aJ:

— Korza nonazgens BO BIIAACHUS FOCNOAUHA, Haydy! D10, C
YCJIOBUEM, €CJIH MTOBETUTENb MIO3BOJIUT!



[ocnennsisi ppaza HEMHOIO paccTpousia, Tak Kak s Iymaio,
9TO TEMHBIN HE 3aX0YeT, YTOOBI C €ro 3aI0KHUIICH KTO-HUOYIb
KOHTaKTHpoBaJ. [la u BooOIIe, 4To OH Oy/eT jAeiaTh CO MHOM?
MoskeT 3aKpoeT Tak ke B ChIPOM Kamepe, rje s J0 KOHIa CBO-
uX JIHel cera Oenoro He yBuxky. [loexunach oT cOOCTBEHHBIX
MBICJIEN U ITPUTOPIOHUTIACK.

— A Kakou 1o xapaktepy TBoW rocrnoguH? CuibHO kecTo-
KUI? — peluia ClpOCUTh Y TOrO, KTO HEMHOT'O 3HAKOM C TeM,
KTO MEHsI CKOPO ILJICHUT.

— CkaxeM Tak, OH pa3HOCTOPOHHSISI IMYHOCTh. B Mepy xke-
CTOK W cripaBeyiuB! A B 0010, eMy HET paBHBIX, Jla U Mar OH
omuHbIf! CIMITKOM YIOPHBIM M Bceraa JOOMBAaeTcs CBOEro!
— KpaTKo OIKCAJIA MHE U 51 cpa3y MOHsUIA, YTO TOUHO MPOBELY
OCTaTOK JHEW B3alepTH.

Korna Mbl prOIM3UIHCH K TIaBHBIM BOPOTaM, TO Cpa3y 3amMe-
THJIM, YTO 3]IECh CKOIUJIOCh MHOTO BOMHOB. CKOpei Bcero, oTell
3ayMaJl TPaHAMO3HOE CPakKeHUe, IJie MHOTHE TIOTUOHYT.

Ham nmpunuioch cripsiTateCs, Tak Kak s 3aMeTvsIa UMIeparo-
pa, KOTOpBIM BEJ MO JIOKOTh KaKylo-TO IeBYLIKY. [la — 370, CKO-
pei Bcero, Ta HecyacTHasi, KOTOPYIO MOHAPX 33 lyMaJl MOJKUHYTh
TEMHOMY BMeCTO MeHs1. JleByIika Oblia HEBEpPOSITHO KpacuBa U
€CTECTBEHHO, OHA COINPOTHUBJISIACH, HE KeJlas CTAHOBUThLCS 3a-
JIOJKHULIEN.

— Orer, mporiry TeOs1, He OTAaBail MEHsI TEMHOMY BJIaJIbIKe !
— yMOJIsJIa OHA CO CJIE3aMU Ha IJia3ax.

— TloBeps poporas, Tak HaJO W TBOS XKepTBa OydeT He Ha-



npacHa! XBaTUT ynupaThCsi, MPUMH CBOIO Y4acTh U JJ0OPOBOJIb-
HO UM K HEMY, HE COMPOTUBJISISICh! — THITANICST OOBSICHUTD e
UMIIEpaTop.

A 4, IA0d Ha 3Ty KapTUHY, KPENKO Ckajla KyJdaku. beuio
JKaJlb 3Ty HecuacTHyo. [1ycTh 1axe, Ha MTHOBEHHE Y MEHsI MPO-
MEJTbKHYJIA MBICTTb, YTOOBI IO3BOJIUTH OTITY OTJATh €€ BMECTO Me-
Hsl.

— i1, He cMelt Jaxe aymarb 00 atoM! [TomHHM, YTO cenaeT
MOW TOCTIOAIMH, Korja y3HaeT o moamene! f emy oOs3atenbHO
000 BCeM JIOJIOKY, €CIIU ThI, BIIPYT, NiepeyMaelib! — Kak OyaTo
MIPOYUTAB MOU MBICJTH, CKa3aJl 3MEMl.

— Her, g ne nepenymato! IIpocto, Kak MpencTaBiio, YTO
OIISITH MOMATY MOJ1 3aMOK, HEMHOTO JieJlaeTcs He o cebe! Xouer-
cs1 OBITH CBOOOTHOM, TIOCMOTPETh ITOT MUP, Y3HATH MHOTO YETO
untepecHoro! Ho ceituac, monmyuaercs, cama obpekaio cedsi Ha
3aroueHue! Tak HecripaBeIMBO! — 4YyTh HE pbiAas OT JOCA/bl,
BbIMOJIBUJIA B OTBET.

A Tem BpeMeHeM, HaJl HallIMMU FOJI0OBAMHM, COJTHIIE ITOCTETIEH-
HO 3aBOJIOKJIO TSDKEJIBIMM Tyd4aMU M pe3KO noreMHeso. Takoe
YyBCTBO, OyITO HAUMHAETCS yparad U BOT-BOT JIMBAHET JIOK[Ib.

— Moii roctionuH y:xe 31ech! Camoe Bpemsi BCTPETUTh €ro 1o
JOCTOUHCTBY! — C yJIBIOKOW BHIMOJIBUJI 3MEH M XOTEJN BBIUTH U3
HAIIIETO YKPBITHS, HO 51 HE TIO3BOJIAJIA €MY 3TOTO.

— He cniemu, gaBaii criepsa nocMotpum, 4ro Oyaer. bowoch,
€CJI MEHSI 3aMETHT UMIIEPATOp, TO MOXET OOpaTHO YTaIlUTh B
MECTO, Ille 1BAILATh JIeT npATain! A HaMm 3Toro He HajJo! Bmera-



eMCs1, KorJa HaCTYIUT MOIXOAIIMI MOMEHT! — 3ajiepXkaB Je-
MOHA 32 PyKaB, MOMPOCKJIA €r0 BEPHYTHCS HA MECTO.

— Xopoo, 1aBaid NOAOKIEM! — COrIacuics 3Med U Mbl
MTPOJIOJIKUIIN HAOJTIOAATh.



I'nmaBa 4

BowuHbI y BOPOT 3aMETHO HaNpsIrIMCh. BUIMMO, OHU UyBCTBO-
BaJIM, YTO BCE BOKPYT HAMEKAET O IMPUXOJIE TEMHOI'O BJIaIbIKU. S
TIOeKIIIach, a BOT baiiriie OblT COBEpIIEHHO CIIOKOEH, €ro JIaxe
HEMHOTO0 3a0aBJisijia JaHHast cutyarsi. Cys ro OJiecKy B I71a3ax,
C KOTOPBIM OH CMOTpEJI Ha HaIyTaHHbIX JIIOJEH.

W BOT, KyIbMMUHAIIMOHHBI MOMEHT HacTall. CriepBa, BCe yBU-
JeJV TIPUOTMKAIONIVIACS TyMaH, a KOrJia OH HACTUT BOPOT U OKY-
TaJl CBOEM JILIMKOUM HAC BCEX, MOSIBUICS TEMHBIN BJIA/IbIKA.

Most 3amMeHa, cTosila U TPpACIAch OT cTpaxa. S Jaxe ciblila-
Jla, YTO OHA YrOBapHUBaeT MOETO OTIa He OTAABATh €€ JIEMOHY,
HO, MO POAMTEJIb KPETIKO CKUMAI €€ 3aIlICThe, COBEPIIEHHO HE
’KeJasi OTITyCKarTh.

— Tol ono3aas! — noaMeTHI1 UMNeparop ¢ Npe3peHueM IJis-
151 HA KpaCUBOT'0 MYKYMHY, KOTOPBIH Mepesl HUM MaTepyuain30-
BaJICH.

— He oueHp BekJIMBOE 3aME€UaHUE C TBOEU CTOPOHBI, BMeE-
cTo npuBeTcTBUS. 51 BOOOIIE HE XOTel MPUXOUTH, TAK KaK 3HAI0,
YTO THI XOUEIlb MEHsI OOMaHyTh U TIOJICYHYTh He CBOIO 10ub! Ec-
JI 3TO TakK, TO s MOTY Pa30pBaTh HAIll JIOTOBOP U TOTAA, ThI JIA-
HIMIIbCS Bce cBoer AuHacTuu! Ckaku MHE UMIIEpaTtop, Hajl10
71 Tebe 3T0? — cpazy ke PaCKyCUJIM UMITepaTopa U 5 3aMeTHIIa,
KaK HaIpsINCh BOUHBI, KOTOPBIE HAC OKPY:KaJIU.

S ToXke MpUTOTOBUJIACH K TOMY, UTO Oy/eT Jajbliie U Jaxe



XOTeJa cpa3y BHIMTH KO BCEM M PACKPBITh ceOsl, HO Terlephb 3Mei
MIPUIEPKal MEHS 3a IUIEYO Y TUXO IIEMHYIT:

— Iloroau, He cremy, Tl ObLIa MTpaBa, OUeHb UHTEPECHO TO-
CMOTpPETD, KaK OyIyT pa3BUBAThCs COOBITHS Jlayee!

S moguMHWIACK U OCTAJIaCh HA MECTE. A TEM BPEMEHEM, TEM-
HBII BJIAJIBIKA O0OIIEST TIPUHIIECCY W MPUCTATBHO BCMATPUBASICh
B Hee, Kak Oy/ITO Ha phIHKE JIOIIA b BHIOUPAET, YyTh ObLJIO B POT
K JIEBYIIIKE HE 3arjisiHyJ, YTOObl IPOBEPUTH, BCE JIM 3yObl y Hee
Ha MecTe.

— 3r0 Mos foub! 3abupaii ee u yxonu! — MOHaApX He XOTell
C/1aBaThCs U MPOJOJIKAT HACTAaUBATh HA CBOEM.

TeMHBII yCMEXHYJICSI U BAPYT, PE3KO MPUOIU3UIICS K UMIIe-
paropy. B ero pyke u3 4epHOro gpimMa MaTepuagn30BajICs KUH-
JKaJI, KOTOPBIM OH MPUCTaBWJI K TOPJIy MOEro otua. Murom, Bou-
HBI BBICBOOOJWIJIA CBOM MEUU U3 HOKEH U XOTeJIM aTaKoBaTh Je-
MOHa, HO UMIIEpATOP KECTOM IOKa3ajl UM HE JIe/aTh 3TOro.

— Kak TbI cMeenb, TpoaoiKaTh BTIOXMBATh MHE 3Ty JIEBKY !
OHa He TBOSA 104Yb U HE MOos 3a0xHMIA! I 3TO MOry Jierko ao-
ka3aTh! CMOTpH, Ha ee 3aIsICTbe HET POJMHKMU B BUjE JoToca!
A 'y Bcex MOMX 3aJI0’KHMII, OHA UMeNach. 3Has 00 3Toi 0cOOeH-
HOCTHU TOJIBKO $1 ¥ B JIOTOBOPE MPO 3TO ObLJIO HarucaHo. § 3Ha,
9TO KTO-TO U3 UMITEPATOPOB TOMBITAETCS MEHSI OOMaHYTh U T10-
3TOMY, yKa3aJl TaKylo JIeTajlb, Ha KOTOPYI oOpaiajl BHUMaHKe
B niepByIo ouepeapb! Tak uTo, eciu yepe3 nsATh MUHYT, Thl HE OT-
JalTh HACTOSIIYIO TIPUHIIECCY, 51 YObIO T€Os ¥ TTOTOM...

W TyT, 51 He BblAEpKaia U BB/ U3 3aCa/Ibl, BHIKPUKHYJIA:



— 4 30ech, cama npwuiinia, 9ToObl JOOPOBOJIBHO TeOe CAAThCS !

S1 Bcerna ropaniach pOAMHKON B BUJE JIOTOCA, KOTOpast Kpa-
COBaJIach y MEHs Ha 3alsICThe, a Ternepb, BHE3AMHO MOHSIA, YTO
OHa Y MEHs He MPOCTO TaK. DTO IMedarsb, Onarogaps KOTOPOH,
TEMHBII PACIIO3HAET CBOMX 3aJI0KHHUII.

— MeiinvH, Kak Tl TYT OKa3ajach? — BBIKPUKHYJ OTell U
TYT, ¢ HeOa JTMBaHYJI 10K/1b.

HeoxugaHHO, psIIOM CO MHOM TMOSIBUJICS TEMHBIN U NIPUIKaB
K ce0e, ’a/IHO BTSHYJI HOCOM MOM 3arax.

— A 3TO MOsI 3aJI0)KHUIIA, TeTIepb, MOXKHO BEPHYTHCSA K ceOe B
[Tycroms. Ho 3a 10, 4TO THI XOTE OOMaHyTh MEHSI, 5 HAIILTIO Ha
BAaC TPEX/IHEBHYIO OypIo, KOTOpasi YHUUYTOXUT MOJIOBUHY TBOEH
umrepun! [1ycTb TBOW HACJIEAHUK 3aIIOMHUT, YTO B CJAEAYIOIIUMA
pas, 51 He Oyy TaKk MUJIOCTHB U BCE TBOU 3€MJIM YyTOHYT B KPOBH
MMIIepaTOpPCKOi ceMbu! — 3J10Bele MPOroBOPUJI TEMHBIN BJia-
JblKa 1 TPOOOPMOTAB KAKOE-TO 3aKJIMHAHKUE, HAKOJI0BaJ TOp-
TaJ.

— Her, npomry, momuityii! — ycslmana Moabp0y UMIieparo-
pa.

Ho orBeyaTh eMy IEMOH He CTaJl, OH MPOCTO TOJKHYJI CBOIO
OUEePEHYIO 3aJI0KHUILY B TOPTAJI U BOILLIEJ 32 MHOH clieioM. baii-
111e MEPEeBOIJIOTUIICS B 3MEUKY U B TaKOM BHJIE COIPOBOXKIAJ
CBOEr0 rOCTOJMHA.

1 okazanach Ha rpaHUTHOM 1oJTy. MHe ObUIO OOJILHO U TOPb-
k0. Benp Terneps, s 3aI0KHMIIA Y JEMOHA U TOJIBKO JIMIIb Ooram
M3BECTHO, KaKasl cyap0a MeHs oxunaet. [loka3piBaTh CBOM UyB-



CTBa W OTYAsiHUE, 51 HEe XOTesna. Byner CIMIKOM MHOTO 4ecTH,
HE X049y, YTOOBI OH BHJEJ MOIO CITa00CTh. $ CTONBKO JIET Kua B
3aTOYEHUM, TaK YTO U TYT CIIPABIIOCh CO BCEM, KaK U paHee.

— A ThI fep3kas! Panee, y MeHs1 He ObLJIO TaKMX 3aJI0KHMII.
B ocHOBHOM, OHU Cpa3y ke HAaUMHAJIU IJIaKaTh U YMOJISITh MEHS
BEPHYTb UX IOMOH. §l Tymas, 4To Thl TOXE HAYHElIb JIUTh CJie-
3bl, HO B UTOT€, BUXKY, YTO OIMMUOCS! — MPOroBOpYJI TEMHBIM, C
YAVBJIEHUEM Pa3JisiIbiBasi MEHSI.

— Moker 3T0 u3-3a TOTO, UTO 51 BBIPOCTIa KaK MPOCTOTIONIH-
ka! A poaurenen CBOMX, BUEJa TOJBKO Mpu poxaeHuu! Orten
MpsSITall MEHs OT BCEX U ceivac, yBUJIEB MIEPEMEHBI B MOEH JKU3-
HU, HAJICIOCh, YTO BBl HE Oy/IeTe CO MHOW CJIUIIIKOM KeCTOKU! —
TIO/IHSIBIIIMCH HA HOTH, BHIMOJIBIJIA U IOCMOTpeNia Ha Baiiiie, ko-
TOPBIM YK€ MPUHSLT YEJIOBEYECKYIO (DOpMY.

— 3ps Tl HA 3TO HAJIEEIbCs, Joporyia!l 30ech Thl HE TPOCTO
3aJI0)KHUIIA, 3[1ECh, Thl MOSI IUUHAs cinyxkaHka! [loatomy, Oyaerb
KWTh, KaK MPUCITYTa U €CJIM B3lyMaelllb HbITh, WU KaJIOBAThCS,
TO HEMPEMEHHO MOy4Yrlllb Haka3zaHue! iMen B BULy, 4TO 1 HE
Oyay ¢ ToOOM LIEpEMOHUTHLCS, TAK KaK 3/1€Ch, Thl HE MPUHIIECCA.
3arnomMHu, 51 TBOW TOCIIOAMH, UMIEpaTop U OOr, KOTOPOMY Hao
nokJIoHATkCs ! Hanetock, Thl 3alIOMHMIIB 3TO U OyJelTh BECTH Ce-
651 Xopomio? — ObLIO CKAa3aHO BJIACTHBIM TOHOM H TIO TOJIOCY S
TMIOHSIJIA, YTO JIEMOH He IITYTHT.

— $1 noHsa Bac, MO rocrofiviH! — CKperns AyIIou u 3ydbamu,
BBIMOJIBUJIA B OTBET.

— Ymunuka! A tenepb, Batirie mokaxer Tede, rae Thl Oyaelb



KUTh, a K YTPY, Ky CBOIO CITy)aHKy y ceOsi! imeii B BuLy, ecm
ThI TIPOCITUIIL U OTIO3/1aelllb, TO cpa3y Oyrelns Haka3aHa! A Te-
NEpb, €CJIU Thl BCE YCBOWJIA, CTYIAal MPOYb! — MOKA3aB KECTOM,
YTO 51 EMY YK€ HE UHTEPECHA, TEMHbII BJIa/IbIKa MOIOIIEN K OKHY.

— Ilo3Bonbre y3HaTh KOe-uT0? ITpOCTO 51 XOUy YTOUHUTH Of1-
HY MaJICHbKYIO J€TaJlb, TaK, AJIs ICHOCTH! — Korja KO MHE Mpu-
ONMU3MIICS 3Mei, s HAKOHEI] Hallljia B cebe CMeIOCTh Ha OJIMH BO-
poc.

TeMHbIi1 BlaJbplKa CHOBA MOYTHII MEHSI CBOMM BHUMaHUEM U
51 3aMETUJIA, YTO HA €r0 JIULIE MPOCTYNWIO YIUBJICHUE.

— A 181 cMenasi! Hy xoporrio, pa3peinaio, roBopu, 4to tede
XOYETCS BBISICHUTD?



I'naBa 5

— Ckaxwure, a 4TO CTaJIo ¢ ApyruMHu 3anoxkHuamu? Kax e
TPU/LIATD JIET, BBl 3a0MPAJM UX U3 CEMbU. A TIOTOM, YTO C HUMU
CTAJIO B UTOre? — CIPOCHIIA Y 3aMETWJIa, YTO MOM BOIIPOC HE
OYeHb MTOHPABUJICS] TEMHOMY BJIaJIbIKE.

JleMoH noxan ryobl 1 HEMHOTO 3aMEIIKAJICS] C OTBETOM.

— [a, s mo3Boimun TeGe 3a1aTh ITOT BOIMPOC, HO 3HAEIIb,
BAPYT B3$UT U TIepeiyMalt Ha Hero oTBevaTs! He oOsi3atenbHO Te-
6e Bce 3HaTh. baiilie, oTBeaM €e B KOMHATBI JUIsl IPUCITYTU U
No3HaKoMb ¢ rocroxoi [o. Ilycth OHa BbIAACT el OBCeTHEB-
HYIO OfIEKJy U OOBSICHUT TIpaBUJIa MOBEICHUS] B MOEM TIPUCYT-
creun! He oyenb OyneT MpuIMIHO He 3HATh, KaKMe Yy MeHs Tpe-
OOBaHMS M KaK Clie/1yeT BbIpakaTb MHE MOYTeHHe ! — MOTHOCTBIO
POUTHOPUPOBAB MO BOMPOC, TEMHbII MACTEPCKH BBIKPYTHIICS
Y peln JepKaTh MEeHsI B HEBEJICHUH.

A Beb MHE MHTEPECHO 3HATh CYb0Y STUX HECUYACTHBIX JIEBY-
miek. Bee ke, OHM ObUTM MOMMM POJICTBEHHUIIAMMU.

— XO0poIIIo, KaK CKaKeTe MOBeJUTeNh! — MOKJIOHUIACH, pe-
IIUB ClIENIaTh BUJI, YTO MEHsI COBCEM He 3aJIeJI0 ero MOoBeIeHMe.

— Bor n oimm4Ho, a Teneps, baiiine, orBeay ee Kyaa s Besen!
[Toka 3aiimMych ienamu, KOTOpbIe MHE ITPUILIUIOCH OTJIOKUTH, YTO-
Obl cxoquTh B Mup Jmofert! He mo6imo, korga ecth Kyya Heroj-
MUCAHHBIX IOKYMEHTOB! A elrle Bellb HaJI0 BCTPETUTHLCS C CBOM-
MM TIO/IaHHBIMY, YTOOBI Y3HATh, HE HYKHA JI UM MOSI TIOMOIIIb,



B YeM-JIM00! — TOHOM 3a00TJIMBOrO MOHApXa IMIPOrOBOPHIT TEM-
HBIU BIAJbIKA, B TO BpPeMsi, KAk Mbl C 3MEEeM IMOKJIOHUBIIKCH B
3HaK yBaXEHUS, MOKUHY/IM MMOMEIleHre, KOTOpOe HAIIOMUHATIO
KaOuHer!

XOTs1, OTKya MHE 3HaTh, KaK BBIIJISIIUT JIMUHBIE arlapTaMeH-
ThI MOHAPXa, I7Ie OH OOBIYHO 3aHUMAETCS JIeJIaMU U Pa3MBIIUISIET
HaJ ipobiemMamu ero uMriepun? S XoTh U pocnia npu ABOpe UM-
nieparopa, HO Bcer/ia npe0biBajia B 3anepTu 1 noj oxpaHou. [To-
9TOMY, 51 XOTb U CUMATAJIACh PUHIIECCOW, HO HUKOT/IAa HE BUJIENA
BCIO KPacoTy UMIIepaTopcKoro aBopa. 1o obuano! U ceituac, s
He X04y OBbITh 3J1eCh IJIeHHUIIer. O0s13aTeIbHO HYXKHO OOKHUTHCS
31eCh, HAUTH Ipy3eil U MOTOM, cOexaTb. BepHyThCs K JOASAM U
HalTH A0POry JOMOii!

— MeiinuH, 0 4yeM Thl 3aymMaliach? — OTBJIEK MEHS OT MOMX
Mmbicien banie.

— 1 aTOrO He Mokasajia TBOEMyY XO35IMHY, HO 3Ha€lllb, Ha ca-
MOM [ieJie, MHE OY€Hb CTpalIHoO. f He Oymy Kanmpu3HUYaTh, Kak
JpyTrye TPUHIIECCH, KOTOPBIX PACTHIIN B JIIOOBU U BCEIO3BOJICH-
HOCTH, HO MHE HE OYeHb XOUETCsl, YTOObl KO MHE OTHOCHJIUCH,
KaK K IpUciyre! — rnporoBopuia, OCMaTpuBasiCh 0 CTOPOHAM
Y YIUBIISISICH OOCTAaHOBKE, KOTOpast HAC OKpYyKaa.

Bo-nepBbiX, 31€ch OBLIO MpPa4HO, HO AOPOro oOcTaBiieHo. B
UHTEephEepe B OCHOBHOM JIOMUHHPOBAIA TEMHBIE W CEPbie TOHA,
I'paHUTHBIE: MO, CTEHBI U Aaxe Mnotonok. HecMoTpst Ha Gorblive
OKHa, BOKPYT LIapuJ1 MOJyMpakK, HO 9TOr0 BIOJIHE XBaTajlo, 4To-
Obl BHIIETh BCE BOKPYT. A BOT Kakoe BpeMsI CyTOK ceituac B I1y-



CTOIIM, BOOOIIE ObIJIO HEMOHATHO. Takoe ObIBaeT, KOraa Mpomc-
XOIWT 3aTMEHHE COJTHITA 1 UMEHHO 3TO sIBJICHUE 3]IeCh HaOoIa-
Jock. B mpuHIMIIE, 3TOTO U CIIEIOBAIO OXKUJATh, 37€Ch KUBYT
CO3[IaHMSI ThMbI U COJIHIIE UM HE BCErjia HpaBUTCS. DX, Ternepb
MHE MPHUJIETCS K TAKOMY MPUBBIKATh. XOTS sl OY€Hb JIIOOJI0, KO-
ra TeIIo U CBETUT COJHBIIIKO. Hy HUYEero, nocrapaich ¢ 3TumM
CBBIKHYThCSI, TJITABHOE, YTOOBI ObLJIa KPHIIIIA HAJ| TOJIOBOM U MPH-
JMYHAs efa.

— Tocnyman menst Mein! S MHOTO JIeT TailHO TTprCMar-
puBaJ 32 TOOOH ¥ Ja’ke HEMHOTO MPUBSI3AJICS K Tebe, Kak OyaTo
HE UMIIepaTop TBOM OTell, a si! — Bapyr baiiiie pe3ko ocTtaHo-
BUJICS U Pa3BEPHYB MeHs K ceOe JIMIIOM, 3aroBopuit: — 1 gaxe
UCTIONHSUT Bce TBoM npuxotu! [ToMHuIb, Koraa tede ObUIo ceMb
JIeT, Hall Ma pacckazasia Tebe O TOM, KaK XOAWJIa Ha MECTHBIN
PBIHOK M TIOKYyTajia TaM CBOEMY ChIHY (PpPyKTHI B Kapamenu. Thl
HE CcKaszaJia e, Kak 3axoTena MorpoooBarh 3T0 JakoMcTBo. Ho,
KOTJIa TIPUIILIA K TOW Cakype, IJe KW 5 U 3alljIakaB, Moxenana
TaKoe MOoMpoOOBaTh. YTPOM, KOT/Ia Thl POCHYJIACH, JTAKOMCTBO
Jiexao y Teds Ha crosie. Thl mogymana, 4yTo 3T0 Hail Ma UCIIOJ-
HUJIA TBOIO MEUTY, HO Ha CaMOM JieJie, 3To ObL s1. Beeraa, uto Obl
Thl HEe TIOXeJaua, s mpuHocua tede 310! U ceituac, ecnu Bapyr
TeOe OyJIeT TIOXO WIIM MOXET KTO-HUOY/Ib OOUIUT, HAWAN MEHS
u 51 Bce ynaxy! IlomHu 06 3Tom MelianH u He 3a0biBait !

YV MeHs1, OT TaKoro 3asiBJICHHUs], JaXe Ila3a PacHIupuinch OT
ynuBJeHus1. baiiiie mpuBs3aics KO MHe, HO Mbl C HUM HUKOT/A
HE Pa3roBapuBAJIHU I10 AYIIIAM U BCE, UYTO OH CEefYac MHe MoBeal,



OblIa uucTas npabna. JefdCTBUTENIHHO, B CEMb JIET 51 3aXOTena
(bpykTOB B Kapamesnu, 0 KOTOPBIX pacckas3aja Hail Ma U CTOMJIO
MHE TOJIbKO TOesaTh 00 TOM BO3JI€ CaKypbl, Ha yTPO s HallLIa
crnanocT y ceds Ha crone. A KyKJa, KOTOpYIO sl TOXe XOTesa,
JIO0 CHX TOp XPaHUJIACh Y MEHsI B KOMHATE U $1, UHOI/IA CIiaja C
HEW. A KOrja CTaHOBWJIOCh OQUHOKO pa3roBapuBaia C HEM, Kak
C CBOEM NO/IPYroi, KOTOPOH y MeHsI HUKOTAa He ObLIO.

— A kykna? Kykiy Toxe Thl Hofapui? — Cpocuia, pa3 yx
3Mel pellnl yAapUThCsl B BOCHOMUHAHMUSL.

— Ha, KyKity 3Ty, sl TMYHO TeOe CIIIIT ¥ TTOTOKUJI IO CaKypy !
U Gbu1 0YeHb pajl, KOria Tl pbIraia OT BOCTOpPra, Korjia yBuiesna
ee! Tak yro, MeiinH, noMHM O HaieM pasroBope! S Bcerna k
TeOe Mpu1y, NI TOJILKO CTOUT B MBIC/ISIX MeHs 1o3Bath! Koria
Thl ObUIA MAJICHBKOM, 51 CBSI3aJI HAIIU CyIbObI KPACHOW HUTHIO!
Yepe3s Hee, Thl BCErJa CBSKEIIbCS CO MHOM | — BBIMOJIBIJT IEMOH
Y B3SIB MEHS 32 PYKY, OTKPbLT MaCCUBHYIO JIBE€Pb.

[lepen HaMu BHU3 yXxoAuia JIECTHUIA, & TOPOTY OCBEIIAIN
(bakensl. Terepp, CTEHbI, KOTOPbIE HAC OKPYXalu, ObUTH HE W3
Mpamopa, a U3 KamHs. Korna mMbl Hauaiu criyckarbes, sl 3ame-
TWJIA B HEKOTOPBIX MECTax IJIECEHb U B HOC MHE TaKXe yIapuil
HEeNpUATHBIM 3amax cblpocTd. Cpasy MOHsiIa, YTO MEHSI BEIYyT
B CaMble HU3bl 3aMKa, Ijie KuBeT npucayra. M tam, ceera ere
MEHbIIIe, YEM Ha BEPXHMX 3TaKax, IJe )KMBET UX TEeMHBIN BJa-
JbIKA.

Korna nectHulia 3akoHYMIaCh, s1 yBUJEIa JJIMHHBIA KOPUIOP,
a mo O6okam pacronaranuch aepu. Ilon 3aech MbUTa Kakas-To



JIeBYIIKA U O ee OJEJHOCTH s MOHSUIA, YTO C He SIBHO YTO-TO
HE TakK.

— I'ne Terymka ['0? — KOCHYBIIMCH €€ Ijieva, CIIpOCKII Jie-
MOH.

A Korjga /eBylIlIKa MOJHsUIA CBOE JIMLIO, sl YyTh HE aXHyja OT
yxkaca. Y Hee He ObUIO I1a3, a poT ObuI 3amuT. Kak mo3BosbTe
y3HATbh OHA CKaXeT, II€ 9Ta TeTylIKa?

Ho TyT, B MO€l rosioBe BAPYT NpO3BYYaJIo:

— Omna o0y4aeT HOBHYKOB, KOTOpble OYKBaJbHO CErOqHS
npuObsuM! B, 51 BUKY, TOXE KOTO-TO MPHUBEINA? — MOCMOTPEB
Ha MEHsI ¥ BOTHaB B eI¢ OOJBINNI yXac, OTBETH/IA AEBYIIKA.

— XopoIo, MoXelllb MpoAoIkKaTh CBOIO padoTy! — mpo-
WUTHOPUPOBAB BOIPOC MOJOMOWKHU, 3MEM B3SIJT MEHS 3a PYKY U
IPOJOJIKUII MYTh, MPSIMO MO MBITOMY TOJTY.

— Kro 3Ta HecyacTHas? — 1IENOTOM NOMHTEPECOBAJIACK.

— OHa rynb, IpU3pak, KOTOPbIX 3[eCh MHOTO U Tebe Haao
Oy/leT K HUM TpUBBIKaTh. Kakaplii M3 HUX 1O CBOEMY yXKaceH,
HO TIOBEPb, AJ1s1 TeOs1 OHM He ONacHbl. Bcemu M ympapisier Te-
Tymika ['o, Kotopasi siBjisieTcsi HEKpOMaHTOM. Tak:ke, TeTyllKa
[0, Oyner paznaBath TeOe 3a1aHus1. Beap oHa ynpaBisieT X03s1ii-
CTBEHHOI YaCThiO 3aMKa U BCS MPUCITYTra MOTYUHSETCS €€ MpU-
kazam! JKeHImHa oHa Xxopomasi, HO €CJIY €€ Pa303JIUTh, MOKET U
Hakazatb! Tak uto, Moii TeOe COBET, Jiyullle He CIIOPb C Hel, a To,
MOXelllb MOMYyYUTh HaKa3aHue. A OHa JIOOUT pa3faBaTh HEBbI-
NIOJIHUMBIE 3a/1aHus, paau Bocriutanusi! Cam ee HEMHOTO ToOa-
MBAIOCh Y CTApaloCh JIMIIHUKA pa3 Ha IyTH He nonagareca! [la n



TeOe COBETYI0 MOJTYaTh B €€ IPUCYTCTBHU U TOJIBKO CO BCEM CO-
rnamarecs! [Tonana? — pa3pacHWI 3Med M POJOJIKWII Ty Th.

Ha, s mogo3peBaia, 4to 3/1ech 51 Oy/1y He B MHJIOCTH, HO BOT C
NPU3PAYHBIMU OOUTATENSIMU ITOTO 3aMKa, OyAeT He TaK MPOCTO
CBBIKHYThCS. S KOHEUHO He cunTasa cedsi HUKOTIa TPYCUXOM, HO
€CJIM OIISITh BCTPEUYCh C ellle KaKUM-HUOYIb PU3PAKOM, MOTY
HE yAepXkarbcsl U 3a0parb. HepBbl Belb Y MEHSI HE KeJe3HbIe, a
ellle, s HOBEHbKAs U K TAKOMY, ITOKa HE MPUBbIKIIAS.

MBsI npuIM eire K ogHou asepu. Ilo gopore, cnaBa 6oram,
HaM OOoJIbIlle He Mornaioch nmpuspakoB. Ho 31o He yremano. Tak
KaK eCJIY 51 OCTaHYCh 3/IeCh OJIHA, TO OT MOAOOHBIX BCTPEY, TOYHO
He U30aBITIOCh.

MpbI OCTaHOBWJIMCH BO3JIE OUEPETHOM IEPEBSHHON ITPErpaion,
HO 3aXOIUTh HE CIEIININ, TaK KaK ObUIO CIIBIIIHO, YTO B TIOME-
HICHUH, Ky/Ja OHA BEJET, MPOUCXOIUT HeuTo onacHoe. Kpukwu,
pyraHsb, a MOTOM, YTO-TO Pa30MIIOCh U YCIIBIIIAB MPUOIAKAIONIH-
€csl 111ary, BOBPEMs1 YCIIEM OTCKOUYUTD OT JIBEPH, KOTOpasi pe3K0
pacraxHyJsach.

B kopunop BbiOekana B3bepollieHHass OeJIoBoJIocast KeHIIU-
Ha, U3 yIIel KOTOpoil B OyKBaJIbHOM CMBbICIIE Tap BAJIHJI, a JIUIO
OBLIO OarpoBOe OT 3JIOCTH.

— Hy 4ro 3a 6ecronoun mens okpyxaior! 1o cro pa3 roBo-
pUTh HaJo, a ToJKy HUKakoro! [lonuim Bce BOH U3 MOEro Kabu-
HeTa, a MHaue, s 3a ce0s1 He OTBevalo! — Kpuyajia OHa, a MOTOM,
BApYT 3ameTusa Hac ¢ baiiiie. — A 310 KTO emie Takas? Koro
Tl KO MHE TIPUBEJI 3MEU MOIKOIOIHbIN ?
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CnoBa 3acTpsaiu B Topiie HE TOJNBKO y MEHs, HO M y baniue.
Crosum, XJionajm ria3amy U MOJTYaJIu.

A B3TO Bpems, 51 JTy4lle pa3[iisijiesia BHEITHOCTb TOM KeHIIH-
Hbl. Ee Oesible ATMHHBIE BOJIOCHI BHITJISIIENH CJIOBHO KUBble. OHU
pa3BUBAIUCh OYITO 3MEU M HEKOTOPBIE MPsiIi OOBUIJIM HECUacT-
HBIX HOBEHBbKMX, KOTOPBIE CEYac HalOMUHAJIN KOKOHBL. Ho 310
elre He Bce, ee JIUII0 ObUIO Pa3pUCOBAHO KAKUMHU-TO CUMBOJIAMHY,
a Ha pyKax, 5 3aMeTWIa JUIMHHbIE HOITH, IPAMO, KaK y COKOJIA.
Bbioch 00 3aKkjaj, 4To MU OHA CMOCOOHA pa3opBarh IUIOTh Ha
MEJIKHE KYCOUKH, ECJIM COBCEM O3BEPEET.

— Hy Tak uTO THI 3acTbUI, CI0BHO McTyKaH? Ko 31a xuBas?
1 nouemy oHa HaxomuTcs 3[€Ch? — 3achlllajla HAC BOIIPOCAMU
HeTepIieuBas JKeHIIMHa, KOTopasi, TIOX0Xke, elle OoJIblIe Hayasa
3JIUTHCS.

— IIpocrute rocnoxa I'o, s1 MpocTo OYapoOBaH Ballen Kpaco-
TOH ¥ TIO3TOMY, HEMHOTI'O 3aMEILIKAJICS C OTBETOM. A 3TO OYepe-
Has 3aJI0KHMLIA, KOTOPYIO Kak/ble TPUALATH JIET HAll FTOCTIOAVH
3abupaeT U3 Mupa Joaeii! Bl ke TOMHUTE TIPO 9TO U HABEPHSI-
Ka 3HaeTe, YTO HYKHO JieJlaTh, KOIja K HaM IpUOBbIBAIOT TaKkKe
JeBYIIKU? — OGapXaTHHIM TOHOM BBIMOJIBWJI 3MeH, CTapasich ro-
BOPUTH AKKYpaTHO, YTOOBI ellie OOJIbIIIe HE Pa303/IUTh ITY JIaMy.

Ha meHs onieHuBaro1ie B3MISHYIU U 5 3aMETUIIA, YTO LIBET JIU-
1A JKEHIIMHBI IOCTENIEHHO MPUOOpesT HOPMaJIbHbI OTTEHOK.



— Kakas-T1o oHa Tortas u osiegqHeHbkas ! Jlake v He CKasKelllb,
4TO OHA TMPHHIIECCA, ecv Obl He MeTKa B BUJE JIOTOCA Ha 3a-
ISCThE, 51 OBl MOyMajia, YTO OHA U3 MPOCTOTIOIUHOK! — TojI-
MeTra Tetyika ['0, a moTomM ynbIOHYy/Iach W 51 3aMeTua, YTO
€€ BOJIOCBI OCBOOO/IMJIN M3 TIJIeHAa HECUACTHBIX, Ha KOTOPHIX OHA
HE/IAaBHO KprYaJa.

Tenepp nepeno MHOU CTOsIIa MUJIasl KEHIIUHA JIET COPOKa U
eciii Obl He paclMCaHHOE HeBEJOMbIMM 3HAKAMM JIMIIO, 51 Obl HEe
MoJymMasa, 4YTo OHa HEeKPOMAHT.

— Her, ona npaBaa npuniiecca. [Ipocto ee otertr, gyman 00-
MaHyTb HAIlIerO TOCHOAMHA Y TTIO9TOMY, OH MPSATAJl CBOIO J10Yb, a
BMECTO Hee, BOCIUTBIBAJT UYKOro peOeHKa, BblIaBas ee 3a MPHUH-
neccy! OH qymMait, 4TO CMOXKET OOy pUTh TIATHCOTIETHETO AEMO-
Ha? 3ps OH Ha 3TO HAJESJICA, TOCMIOAUH HAlll YK€ JABHO 3HAJ
PO POXKJEHUE CBOEH 3ayI0KHHUIIBL. OH MPUCTaBUI MEHS 3a HEU
MPUCMATPUBATh U BBITIOJIHATH Bee ee npuxoTtu! U BOT, Korjga Ha-
CTaJl TOT JIeHb, KOT/Ia BJIAJIbIKa JOJIKEH ObLT 3a0paTh CBOIO 3aJI0K-
HUITy, IMEHHO 51 pa300yaun1 JKMBOTO ummeparopa. [Ipusen k
Hemy MeWTH 1 Bpy4mII, KaK CaMbIi JIparorieHHbIA OpuITHaHT !
— TIPUHSAJICS BOCXBAJIATH ceOs1 3Mel, 3a0paB Bce JIaBphl Moode-
UTENA ceoe.

— Ara, npssMo Bce Tak u Obuto? MelinH, MOXET BHecelllb
SICHOCTh B XBACTOBCTBO 3TOr0 Harjena! — MpuHsIIaCh 3aUCKU-
BaTh nepe; 3mMeeM rocroxa lo.

— [a, baiiine He BpeT. OH HACTOALIMI repol U MPOCTO Ha-
MPOCTO CHac MEHS U 3a0[IHO BECh MOU pOJ] OT FHEBA BAIILIErO roc-



noauHa. [lostomy, st emy odeHs OnarojapHa 3a Bce! — perm-
Jla TaKUM 0Opa3oM MOOIaroJapuTh JEMOHA 3a TO, YTO HE TOJIb-
KO MPUCMAaTPUBAJI 32 MHOM, HO M HE3aMETHO BBITIOHSLT BCE MO
KeJlaHusl.

— Tak, magno! Ilycte B IlycTomm BpemMs Tedyer MHA4ye, HO
BCE JKe, MOpa MOArOTaBIUBATh YKUH 151 Halllero rocnoavHa. OH
OUeHb MyHKTYaJIeH U Pa303JIUTCS, €CJIU BOBpeMs He moect! —
HEOXMJAHHO, Tocroska ['0 moaplToKMUIa HAalll pa3roBop, TEM Ca-
MBIM, HaMeKHYJ1a Baiiriie, 4To OH MOXeT ObITh CBOOO/IEH.

Bort TONIBKO, MHE OBLIIO HEMHOTO CTPAITHO OCTABaThCS C ITOU
KEHIIMHOUW HaeauHe. YTO-TO MOJACKA3bIBAJO, KOTAA JIEMOH Yii-
J€T, OHA IIPEBPATUTCS B METEPY.

— Tonsn, npunsn u ucues! [lomuu MeiinuH, s Bceraa rie-
TO MOOJM30CTH ¥ HUKOT/IA He JaM TeOst B 00M Ty | — IIeTHyI MHe
Ha MpOIIaHKe 3Mel 1 PacTasii B BO3/IyXe.

Cpagy xe nouyBcTBOBaja mycToTy. Kak OynTo oT MeHs Kycok
orpe3anu. Yyxas 00CTaHOBKA M HE OTHOTO POHOTO JIUIA. XOTS
U JIEMOHA POAHBIM s Ha3BaTh HE MOIJIA, Mbl 3HAKOMbI HEJIABHO,
HO BOT €ro pacckas o Tom, uto baiiiiie momoran MHe B IeTCTBe,
HEe3aMeTHO MOJAKU/IbIBAs TO, YEro 51 XOTesa, HEMHOTO Hac cOJu-
3UJI0.

— Hy uro, Teneppb nopa nmo3HaKOMHUTHLCSI CO CBOUMH 0OsI3aH-
HocTsivu. Cefiuac Mbl OTIIPABUMCSI HA KyXHIO, Iie 51 Hay4y TeOst
TOTOBUTH caMoe JIIooruMoe OJT10/10 Halliero rocnoguHa. OH ecT ero
TOJIBKO 10 0cOOeHHBIM JTHsIM. CeromHsi OMUH U3 TakuXx JIHeil. B
€ro MoJYMHEeHUe Momnaja oYepeaHasi 3aJI0KHUIIA, KOTOpasi, BO3-



MOXHO, sIBJIsieTcs1 ero Oymyieit Bo3moOneHHoi! Ox, eciau Obl
3TO AEUCTBUTEINILHO Tak ! HalleMy Biiafblke OUYeHb Hy)KHA CEMBbSI.
[Iponomkenue neMoHnveckoro poaa. HacneqHuk, B KOHIIE KOH-
1oB! Ilostomy...

— A 4TO ke CcTaj10 C MOMMHU NpeaecTBeHHuIamu? Beab oHn
TOXe OBLTH POKIEHBI B Moel cembe! Uem OHU ero He ycTpouyn?
— pelmia ClpoCUTh Y TETYIIKHA MHTEPECYIOIIUI MEHSI BOIIPOC.

MoxeT XOTh OHa MHE Ha HErO OTBETHT.

— IIpoctu geTouka, HO 06 TOM HaIll TOCTIO/IVH 3AMPETUIT TO-
BOpUTH! JIUIIb TOJIBKO €My J03BOJIEHO 3TO BcroMuHaTh! I1o3To-
MYy, €CJIM ThI 3aCITy:KUIIIb €r0 TOBEPHsl, TO OH, 00sI3aTeIbHO MOBe-
naet Tebe Bce O TBOUX IMpe/IleCTBEHHUIIAX | — CHOBA MHE J1aJu
MOHSITh, YTO TEMA, KacaTesbHasl 3aJI0KHUII, TOJTHOCTBIO 3aKPbITa
Y MHE, HUKTO HUYETO HE CKaXeT, €CJIA 3TOr0 HE MO3BOJIUT MX
BJIQ/IbIKA.

— Ho Mm»lI ke ¢ BaMu TYT OIHU U Balll TOCIIOAVH. . .

— A Hy, HeMeJJIeHHO 3amoiruun! Hatir rociofvi o4eHb Besu-
KOIYIIHBIM 1 XOpoumi npasutess! He Hago Ha Hero KieBerars!
— MUIoM, OCJIOCHEKHbIE BOJIOCHI TOW JIAMOYKHU OKUBHIIUCH W
NepeMoTajIv MHE POT.

C HenoHMMaHWeM TOCMOTpelia Ha rocroxy ['o. Mue Obuto
HEMNOHSATHO €€ NoBeIeHue !

— Ham rocrioguH Bce BUIUT U CIIBIIINAT, BE/b 3TO €ro 3aMOK !
371ech Bce MPOMUTAHO €ro Marvey, mo3TomMy, Jydiie He OoITaTh
Huyero yiiHero! Tlormum ckopert Ha KyXHIO 1 JTydIlie pUroTo-
BUM [1J151 HAIETO BJIAJBIKU €1y — BBIMOJIBWIIA KEHIIWUHA U BbI-



CBOOO/IMB MOM POT, OTHPABUJIACh B CTOPOHY JIECTHUIIBI.

Hy BoT, He ycniena mpuObITh B 3aMOK K JIEMOHY, KaK YXe 10
yIIIK yBsI3J1a B TaiiHax nporuioro! Hy xopoiio, Torna Oymy pado-
TaTh HAJl TEM, YTOOBI MHE HAKOHEIl y3HAaTh BCE O MOMX IpeIlie-
crBeHHMIIaX. Yto ¢ HUMU ctano? U kakas cynp0a uX TYT OXKH-
nana?
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3aMOK y TEMHOTO BJIaJbIKU OorpoMHbId. Cynsi o TOMy, Kak
JOJITO MBI JOOMPAJTTUCh JI0O KYXHH. A BOT, KOIJIa s OKa3ajach B
LIAPCTBE €bl U MPUATHBIX aApOMATOB TOTOBOM MHILU, TO MOU Ke-
JIYJIOK, TYT K€ OTO3BaJICS I'YJIKUM ypyaHuem. Co BceMH COOBITH-
SIMH, KOTOpPBIE CETOAHS MPOU3OIIUIA CO MHOM, sl COBCEM 3a0bla
noectb. [ToaToMy, ceituac xaHo I0Tasia CIoHY, KOrjua BUaena,
KaK MMEIOIIKECS 3€Ch MTOBapa rOTOBST.

BoTt TospKO, KOT/1a TIOHSIIA, YTO BCe PAOOTHUKU KYXHU HE JIIO-
JIY, armeTUuT pe3Ko nponai. Tak Kak OT BHEIIHEro BUaa HEKOTO-
pOI HeXUTH OpPOcasio B APOXKb U BBI3BIBAJIO KeJlaHue OekaTh OT
HUX TIPOYb O3 OTJISIKH.

— B o01iem, BceM 0CBOOOIUTH KyXHIO HEMEJICHHO, ceiuac
MbI Oy/IeM TOTOBHTH €1y JJIs HAIlero MoBeauTeNs1! — CKOMaH-
JoBajia TeTymka [0 1 s 3aMeTnia, Kak BCOBIXHY/IU €€ 3HaKU Ha
JIMILIE.

Murowm, Bce MOIUYMHUIIUCH €€ BOJIE U KyXHs onycrena. S yau-
BUJIACh M €CTECTBEHHO, BO3HUK BOMPOC, KOTOPHIN s MOCIIENIIIA
O3BY4HMTb TeTylike [ 0.

— A 3a4eMm BHI BcexX BhIrHaJIM? OHU e MOIJIM HaM ITOMOYb
B rOTOBKe!

— Hamr rocrionuH He MoOOUT, Korjga ey eMy rOTOBAT IyJiu!
Emy kaxertcs, uto ot Omop nmaxaet mepreeunHoit! [Tosatomy, s,
WJIY 3aJI0KHULIBI, TOTOBUM J1J1s1 Hero! Jla, s cuuTalo, 4To 3TO C ero



CTOPOHBI MPUXOTh, HO 3[IECh OH MOBEJUTEIb U HUKTO HE CMEET
€My BO3paxaTb! — OOBSCHUIN MHE U 51, ECTECTBEHHO, COIJIaCH-
Jack ¢ TeTymkoi ['0. DToT Ux noBenuTesb, COBCEM yxke OOHar-
JIeJT U CTPOUT U3 cedsl pUBepeny.

U Torpa, s pemmia npoy4uTh 3TOro gemMoHa. Eciu oH uzje-
BAETCsI HAJl HAMH, TIOYeMy Obl MHE HE OTOMCTUTDb €My 3a 3T0?

MBI IpUHAINCH 32 TOTOBKY. OKa3aj10Ch, 4TO HALll [TOBEJIUTEb
OYeHb JIIOOUT yNOTPeOJIATh B MUIILY JIAMIIY BOK C MOPENpPOIYK-
tamu. Ho OH He 3Hau1, UTO Ha 3TOT pa3, s MOJIOKUIIA TY/AA CTOIbKO
nepIia, YTo OT HETO MOT ObI BOCIUIAMEHHUTHCS HE TOJIKO HEOOb-
II0M KOCTEp, HO TaKKe, HAIPOUb MOTEPSAETCA YyBCTBUTEIBHOCTD
BO PTY.

Crycrs yac, Ha CToJie CTOslJIa UAealIbHas Jiarila BOK ¢ MOpe-
IIPOAYKTaMH. 3amax 1o KyXHe BUTaJI OTPSACAIOIUMI. Y MeHs Aa-
e CITIOHKM ToOexany u3 pra. Ho sta mopius 6pi1a 0coOeHHOM
Y TOJIBKO $1 3HaJIa PO 3TO.

Ml ¢ rocrioxoit I'o Bo Bpemsi FOTOBKM HEMHOTO MEPEKYCUIN
¥ TI09TOMY ceiuac, 51 Obula CHITOM.

— Thl f0o/KHA epeoaeThes U puBecTy ceds B nopsiaok ! [To-
Hecelllb ey TOCIIOAUHY ! — 03a/jaunjia MEHsI HEKPOMAaHTKA.

Bospas3uth He ycrena, Tak Kak 3Ta KeHIMHA B3MaxHyJa py-
KOW ¥ BOT, 1 YK€ TIepeoieTasi, C MpUIecKor 1 O1aroyxaro.

— Ipunercs TeGe NOMOYD, TAK KaK Jiarla He J0JI)KHA CUIIbHO
pa30yXHYTb, MOKa Thl Oy/iellb HABOAUTH MapadeT! — 0O bsICHUIN
MHE U 51 ObLJIa COTJIACHA C CYKJICHUSIMU KEHIIUHBI.

BOT TOJIBKO HECTH KX TOCMOAMHY YTO-JIM00, COBCEM HE JKea-



na. Ho, kak s HemaBHO MOHs1Ia, CIIOPUTH ¢ Toctioxkor ['o cede o-
poxe. [ToaToMy, MHE TIPUIILIOCH B3ATh TIOJHOC C OJTIOIOM U TI0-
KUHYTb KyXHIO BMECTE C HEKPOMAaHTKOM.

EcrecTBeHHO, rpalyei U U3sIecTBOM s1 HUKOTa He OTJIhYa-
JIach, TAK UTO CTAPAJIaCh CIICAUTH 32 IOPOTOM, YTOOBI HE YIACTh.
[TyTh BBEpX MO JiecTHUIIE OBUT CaMbIM TpyAHBIM. [lymara, 4to He
JIOWIy ¥ MPSIMO BMECTE € TIOJIHOCOM Yiieuy oOpaTHo BHU3. Ho, s
BbIJIEpKajia 3TO UCIBITAHUE U KOIZlAa OKa3ajach HAaBEPXY, B3JOX-
Hy/Ia ¢ oOeryeHreM. Pyku yxe Hadaau IpoxkaTh, TIOAHOC OBLI
TSKEIbIM. A Bellb JI0 CETOIHSIIHEro THsI, s He TacKaja Takue
TsokectH. Jla, s ObIBaJIO MOMoOrasia Hail Ma 10 XO3SIICTBY, MPH-
Oupasiach BO JBOpE M B JJOMe, HO He TepenBuraia meoesb. Tak
9TO cervac, s HaJIesyIach, JIOWTH /10 KaOWHeTa BIIA/IbIKH, C LIEIbIM
OTI07I0M, KOTOPOE MBI C “JII000BBIO” TMTPUTOTOBWIIN JIS1 IEMOHA.
A erie, MHE XOTeJIOCh IIOCMOTPETh Ha peakIMio TeMHOTO, KOT/ia
OH morpoOyeT jarty. Beap Tam cToNbKO nepiia, KOToporo s ot
BCel AyIIN HaChINasa.

Haxkonen, Mbl Hacturim apepu. OHa MHE MOKa3ajiach TaKOW
MpaYHOM U TSKEJIOM, Cy/isl TIO CKPUITY, KOTOPBIH pa3jascs, Korjaa
MBI €€ OTKPBLIH.

— JocrionuH, Mbl pUHECIXA BaMm eny! — MmpsAMO ¢ 1opora,
MOKJIOHMBIIIKCh, 2% JJO CAMOTO I0JIa, CKa3aJla HEeKPOMAaHTKa.

TemHbIi1 BIIaJipIKa CHJIea 32 CBOUM CTOJIOM M YTO-TO OUYE€Hb
BHUMATEJIbHO NUCAJI, CTApaTeIbHO BBIBOIS MEPOIIU(BI Ha Tep-
ramente. OH ObLT TaK yBJIEUEH, YTO Ka3aJioCh, JaKe COBCEM Hac
HE 3amedal.



— Pap, 4to TH MpHydaelis Hally HOBYIO 3QJIOKHHILY K TO-
BCeTHeBHOU padote! Moxellb He CTECHSAThCS, pa3pemnialn Tede
JaBaTh €l Kak MOXHO Ooibiie padothl! OHA JOKHA MHOTOe
YMeTb, UTOOBI MIPUBJIEYb MOE BHUMaHHE! — OCKaJMB MEpP3KYI0
YJIBIOKY, BRIMOJIBIJI IEMOH M MHE 3aXOTeJIOCh €My OTBETHUTH IO
JOCTOMHCTBY, HO pelliiia CAEPXKAaThCs, TaKk Kak Teper] B Omose
clieslaeT BCe 32 MeHsI.

['opu cMHUM TUIAMEHEM, TEMHBIH, a s IOTOM TTOCMEIOCh.

— Cuny1aioch MOY TOCTIOJVH, $1 CIIEJIAl0 U3 BalleH 3aJ105KHULIbI
JUTSI BAC XOPOIITYIO CITYKaHKY ! — 1300pa3uB 0uepeJHOM MOKJIOH,
BBIMOJIBMJIa HEKPOMAHTKA M MHE 3aX0TeJIOCh €1 TOKe MO/ICHINATh
nepiia.

— Hy uto %, nonasaiite mHe eny! Ceivac s olieHI0, Kak OHa
Hay4YWJach FOTOBUThH MHE JIariy! — BeJiesl TOCHOAMH U yKazall
Ha JIPYroi CTOJ, Ky/a Mbl HAMPABUJIMCh BMeCTe ¢ rocnoxoi [o.

Korna 61010 ObUIO OCTaBJIEHO HA CTOJIEITHHUIIE, AEMOH OJ1aro-
TIOJTyYHO 3aHsIJT CBOE MECTO U C YJIBIOKOW TTOCMOTPEIT Ha Hac.

— Moskete BBIITH 3a IBEPb U MOAOKIATh, KOrJa 51 Haemcsi!

Bor nocana, a s1 Hajiesach, 4To YBUIKY, Kak OH OyJIeT TyT CKa-
KaTh, KOrJia MornpooyeT Haille OJio10. DX, Hy JIaJHO, Toraa, Oymy
OUYEeHb BHUMATEJILHO CITYIIATh, KaK OH OyJIeT OpaTh OT MOXapa BO
pTYy.

— Kak npukaxete Hal rociofuH! — ¢ HaTSAHYTOU YJIBIOKOI
BBIMOJIBUJIA S ¥ M300pa3uiia MOKJIOH.

Korna nBepp 3a Moeil CMHOM 3aKpbUlach, UYyThb HE Hayasa
IPBITaTh OT PAJIOCTH, & YIBIOKA HA MOEM JIMIIe, CBeTHJIAaCh CYa-



CTbEM.

— Tul Tak paga, yronuts Haiemy rocrnoauny? Ilouemy Ta-
Kasl JOBOJIbHAsI? — 3aMETUB MOM 4YBCTBAa, IOMHTEPECOBAIACH
Terymka [o.

— Bpl gaxe He npencrasisere, Kak g paga! Kay ¢ Herep-
MIEHUEM, KOT/Ia HAIll TOCIIOAWH HACIAIATHCS STOU MOTPSCAIOIIEN
JIaMIIon! — MBICIIEHHO MOTUPAsk PYYOHKH, OTBETUJIA JKEHIIUHE.

W TyT, MBI yCIBILIANH. . .
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Jla, Hu4ero Mbl He yciblmaiy. [1o kpaitHelt mepe U3 Hellp Ka-
OvHeTa TEMHOTO BIaJbIKU. Tam 1apuia THIIMHA U HE pa3HOCH-
JIOCh IMKWX BOIUIeH. Benp 51 Hafeoch, IeMOH yke pacrpodoBa
Haie OMoJo U mepell, Mo-Jio0oMy JOIKeH MOIeicTBOBaTh Ha
HETO, HO B JAHHBII MOMEHT, HUYETO HE MTPOMCXOAUIIO. DTO Ha-
IpArajlo ¥ COBCEM HE paJoBaJo.

A 3ByK ObU1. U 3TO, HEYasiHHBIN cHIOp ABYX JYXOB, KOTOpPbIE
He TOZIeNIWIIA MesKAy cOOOM Kakylo-To Oe3aenyiky. ['ocrnoxka ['o
TIOCTIELINJIA BMELIAThCs B MX MEPENaJIKy, a 51 OCTajlach y IBEPH.
M uMeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT, MeHs1, OyKBaJIbHO BTSIHYJIO OOpPaTHO
B KaOMHET K TEMHOMY, TJIe 51 JIMIIOM K JIAITY CTOJIKHYJIACh C €0
X0391HOM. [Ipruem sMonuii 3T0 caMoe JIMLO HE BbIpaxkaso, HO
1 3aMETHJIa, YTO JIEMOHA ITPOHSJI MO Nepel, TaK Kak Ha IIeKax
UMeJICSl pyMSIHELL.

— Thl pemviia B IEpBHIY K€ A€Hb OTpaBUTh MeHA? A mono-
3peBaJjl, YTO Thl HEMHOI'O HE Takasl, Kak TBOU IPEIIIECCTBEHHU-
1B, HO 4TOOBI HacToIbKO! HemenyieHHO nprHecH MHe MOJIOKA U
cKaxu Terymke ['0, 4ToObl OHa PUTOTOBHJIA MHE HOBYIO TTOp-
o Jiarmv! TeOst Gosbilie Hellb3s IOAIMYCKaTh K TOTOBKe! A To,
B CJIEAYIOIIMI pa3, MOACHIIENIb MHE HEe Mepla, a Kakoe-HUOYyab
CHa/100be, KOTOpOe JUIIMUT MeHs cuil! MMeill B BUIy, B Cleayio-
Ui pas, s He Oyly Tak MUJIOCTHB, Cpa3y e BeJi0 HaKa3aTh Te-
Os1 1 M30UTH MAJIKaMH, a TIOTOM, OTIPABIIIO B TEMHHUILY, T1E ThI



Oyzaenb 3axuBO THUTH! [ToBeps, 51 Tak caenan, Be/lb MOsI JKU3Hb
JIOpOKe TBOeW ! — MmprkKaB MEHS K IOy U HABUCAs HAJIO MHOU,
yrpoxkal JEMOH.

Hla, He CKpoIo, YTO B STOT MOMEHT, MHE ObLJIO CTPAIIIHO, OYeHb
cTpailHo. fl 1axe noxasesa 0 CBOEM MOCTYIKE. A OrOHb B IJIa3ax
TEMHOTO TOBOPWJI JIUIITh 00 OJTHOM, UTO OH HE Iy THT.

— Bbl MeH# 3a pyky He joBwm! OTKyga BaM U3BECTHO, YTO
9TO UMEHHO § MOJIOXKWJIA nepen? — pelinia cienaTb BUj, YTo
s1 He BUHOBATA.

He noiiman, He Bop! Kak roBoput ogHa noroBopka.

— Kak 1p1 ocmena emie ornuparbesa? 9 TOYHO 3HAIO, YTO ITO
Thl! DTO MOU 3aMOK U €ro CTEHBI, 110J1, TOTOJIOK MPOIMUTAHbI MOEN
Marvey 1 UMEHHO C ee IMOMOIIIBIO, s Bce 3Hato! A celvyac, s
B TBOU JIKUBBIE I1a3a, YETKO BUKY, HEHaBUCTh KO MHe! [loato-
My, 6e3 BCAKMX COMHEHUI MOTY CZIeJIaTh BHIBOJI, UTO 3TO CJieiaa
VMMEHHO Thl! — TOYTH IIHUMSAIIKMMA HOTKAMU FOBOPUJI TEMHBIN,
BCe OOJIbIIIe C)KMMast MOE TOpJIo.

Sl Hayana 3apIXaTbCs M TOBOPUTH ykKe He Moria Hu4dero. Ho
COIIPOTUBJIATHCS 51 ObLIA CITOCOOHA, TOSTOMY Havasia OTTaJIKM-
BaTh €ro pykamu u Horamu. Ho y MeHs1 He nosy4anoch HU4ero
clienarth, IeMOH ObUT TBEp/I, KaK KaMeHb ¥ KOIJIa B IJ1a3ax CTaJlo
TEMHETb, OH BCE-TAKU OTITYCTHJI MEHSI.

S npuHsIach KauIATh U 5KaJHO XBaTaTh PTOM BO3YX.

— Bbl uyTh MeHs He younu. ..

— Tbl MeHs TOXE! — mapupoBaJl IEMOH C MPEBOCXOACTBOM
7151151 HA MEHSL.



— Ho s Bcero smib nofckinaa nepeit, a Bol. .. Oit! — murom
3axaB ceOe poT, MOHSIA, YTO IPU3HAJIACH B TIPECTYIUICHUY.

— Ara, BOT THI ¥ Tioniajiack! MoeT MHe Terepb TeOs1 CTOUT
HaKazaTh? — pacxaxuBasi BOKPYT MEHsI, CJIOBHO XMIIHUK, U3/1e-
BaJICST IEMOH.

— Jlenaiite 4TO XOTUTE, MHE YK€ BCE PABHO! — HaKOHeL] Ipu-
BeJIsl IbIXaHKUe B TIOPSJIOK, CMUPHIIACh C CBOEH CYIbOON.

— A BOT ¥ cenan. ..

Ctyk B ABEpb, IPepBasl TEMHOTO BJIA/IbIKY U OH OTBJIEKCS.

— Koro Tam ThMa npuHecnaa? — B pa3gpakeHUM KPUKHYJ
JIEMOH Y MaxHYB PYKOU, Marvueu 3aCTaBuI JBEPb OTKPHITHCSI.

Ha mopore obnapysxuiics baiiie. JleMoH BBITIsIE 3arbIXaB-
IMMCsI, KaKk OyATO CJIOMsI TOJIOBY Oexkall 0e3 OCTAaHOBKHU CIOJIa.
OH BolIen u cpaszy ke yraji nepeji CBOUM IMOBEIUTENIEM Ha KO-
JICHU.

— Tlpomry Bac rocrnoavH, He Haka3blBalTe BaIllero BEPHOTO
ciyry! § He xouy nocTpaaaTh OT BalMX AercTBuil! MeivH cBsi-
3aHa CO MHOM U €CJId Bbl HAKaXXeTe ee cervac, TO MOXETe JIM-
IIMTHCSA CBOETO0 CaMOTO BEPHOTO CIyru! — BBHIMOJIBUJ 3Med U
TIPUHSIICS JTOOM OUTBCS O TIOJ.

— Twsl 310 0 Yem certuac 6opmouenisb? Kakas emie k 6ecam
CBSI3b? — HEJI0yMEBaJI TEMHBIA, a 51 TeM BPEMEHEM CMOIJIa MOjI-
HATHCSA Ha HOTH.

— YT0081 32 Held OBLIO MPOIIEe MPUCMATPUBATh U 3AIIUIIATS,
s CBSI3QUT HAIIM CY/IbOBI KpAaCHOW HUTHIO. 1 4yBCTBOBAJ BCe, UTO
u Meiinun. [lostomy, eciiu ee BAPYr HAKaXyT WIA Ka3HAT, MHE



TOXe HaBpeAAT npu 3tom! [Ipolry, noMuinyiiTe ee 1 He HaKa3bl-
BanTe! — B3MOJIMJICS IEMOH Y MHE €T0 CTaJI0 KaJKO.

— A eciu 51 TeOsl HaKaXxy, OHa 3TO TIOYYBCTBYET? — BJIPYT
CIPOCHJI BNIA/IBIKA M HA €ro rydax pacrnonsiach Mep3Kast yXMbL-
Ka.

— Her, cBsA3b IEUCTBYET TOJBKO B OAHY CTOPOHY. B Mow0! —
MIPU3HAJICS 3MEU U TYT $1 TIOHSJIA, TOYEeMY TEMHBIN CITPOCKJT PO
3TO.

Tenepb HacTaa MOH uepe[] BaIsAThCSl B HOrax y BJIA/IbIKU.

— Ilpomy Bac He Haka3biBalTe baiiie, oH IpoCTO HE BUHO-
BAT, YTO 32 CTOJIbKO JIEeT puBs3aics ko Mue! [lomaaute ero, no-
KaJtyiicta! — BLENUBIIMCh MEPTBOM XBATKOM B PyKaB JIEMOHA,
MOJIIJIA €To.

— Ha 4ro 1B TOTOBA, YTOOBI A HE HaKasblBaj baime? —
BJIPYI' CLIPOCHUJT BJIaJiblKa, C CUJIOW BBIPBAB y MEHS U3 PYK CBOM
PYKaB.

— Ha Bce! — oTBeTHIIa, TEM caMbIM, Cpa3y e IMOIICaB cede
TIPUTOBODP.
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— Kak 310 musio! Tel 3aiuinaeris geMoHa. XO0Ts1, COBCEM €ro
He 3Haelllb 1 yXe roToBa rnoxeprsoBars Bcem! Ho 3Haerb, 51 Obl
Mor Jo0e3HO Tebe Bce TIPo HEero pacckasarh, Belb Hail baidrie
MO HAeMHUK M TIOPOW Jiesiall TaKue BeIlld, 32 KOTOpbIe B TIPU-
JIMYHOM OOIIECTBE cpasy ke Ka3HAT. OH yOuBas, MOXUIIAI s
MeHs pa3Hble apTedakThl U MHOTOE ellle BCSIKOrO Mep3KOro, O
yeMm 4 ero npocwi! Y kazanock, Hai baitiiie Ha niepBbId B3IIsT
TaKOW HEBMHHBIW 3MEeW, YTO U HE MO yMaelllb, KAKOU OH JBYJINY-
HBIA U MEP3KUI TUM. S Tymall, OH HE TaKOW MSTKOTEJIbIA, HO
0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO Terepb ero norudesns B Tede! JIuib ToIbKO cTo-
UT MHE TIPUKa3aTh U30UTH TeOs MaIKaMu, OH TOXe MoCTpaaet!
Ckaxu MHe Mpe3peHHbIN, HACKOJIBKO HAaJI0 OBITh [TYITBIM, YTOOBI
CBSI3aTh ce0s1 KPACHOW HUTBIO CO CMEPTHOM MPUHIIECCOM, KOTO-
pasi B Ipuavy, Mosl 3aJI0KHUIIA? — HErO/I0BaJl OBEJIUTENb U B
MIHOBEHHSI OKa3aBIINCh PsiioM ¢ baiiiiie, cxBaTui ero 3a BOPOT
XaHb(y, MPUCTATILHO BIJISIIBIBASICh B €r0 IJia3a.

— Bbl npukazanu ee oXpaHsATh U s, TAKUM 00pa3oM, Bceraa
3HaJI, KOrja el yrpoxaer onacHocTb! Ho BbI ke Takke 3HaeTe,
9TO S MOTY TIepe/iaTh Hallly HUTh KOMY-HUOYL! MoXkeT XxoTuTe,
YTOOHI 1. ..

— Her, mHe Takoii HolM He Hajo! {1 elrle He HACTOJIBbKO TIIYTI,
9TOOBI CBSI3BIBATH cebs1 co cmepTHOM! [ToaToMy, ImycTh 9Ta HUTH
OyzieT 1moka y Te0s1, a IIoTOM, TTIOCMOTPUM, YTO C/IENIaTh ¢ TOOOH,



€CJIM BIIPYT CIYYMTCS TaK, YTO OHa MHE HAJI0eCT W S pelly ee
KOMY-HUOY/Ib TIpOfiaTh! — HAaJJMEHHO TOBOPHJI TEMHBI ¥ MHE
BJPYT 3aXOTEJIOCh BpPE3aTh €My MOIICUNHY.

OH Takoy rpyOblii ¥ THHJIOW, YTO JIa)Ke CTOSATh C HUM PSJIOM
TIPOTHBHO.

— IT0 BCe U3-3a TOr0, YTO BaC HUKOIJa HUKTO He moow1? M3-
32 9TOr0, Bbl TAKOM 3J10M? — caMa He MOHsJIAa, KaK BBIKPUKHYJIA
CBOE TPEIOJIOKEHHEe 1 TYT ke 00 3TOM ToXkasena.

— 970 4 371017 — B MTHOBEHME OKa, BJIAJbIKA OKa3aJICA BO3JIE
MEHS U €ro IJla3a ropeji KpacHbIM IuiaMeHeM. — Kak Tbl cMme-
elb MeHsI B 3ToM 0OBUHATH? [Iprupoaa Bcex TeMHBIX CO3AaHUI
OBITH Bcerga HacTopoxke! A THI He ymasa, 4To s KOrJa-To ObLT
JKUBBIM U Jaxe JoOw1 Koro-to! Y MeHsa Obuta ceMbs M S ObUT
cuactvB. Ho y MeHs1 3T0 Bce OTHsUTU U Ternepb, 51 KUBY JIMIIb
OJHOUM MBICJIBIO, UTO KTO-TO CTpajaeT Takxke, Kak U 5 Koraa-To!
— BHIIUTIOHYJT MHE B JIUIIO JIEMOH M B €r0 rojioce s yCJbliaa
phIYaIye HOTKH.

On mo6un? Huuero cede!

Korpa-to Haii Ma paccka3biBajia MHE CKa3KH, Kak JOOpBIE U
YeCTHBIE JIIOJM CTAHOBSTCS JIeMOHaMU. {1 ciyIiana u He Bepuia,
YTO TaKoe BO3MOxkHO. Ho celiuac, Haxoasch B 00IIECTBE TEMHOI'O
BJIAJIBIKU, BAPYT MOHsIA, YTO BCE B 3TOM MUPE BO3MOXKHO. XO-
TeJIOCh OBl Y3HaTh, KaK TEMHBIN CTal JeMOHOM? YTO 1ocrocoo-
CTBOBAJIO 3TOMY?

— Moii rocrniofiiH, 1 MHOTMIM BaM 00sI3aH M C PaJIOCThIO Clie-
JIal0 BCE, UTO BBl MPUKAXKETe, HO TMPOIIY Bac, HE MPUUYUHSINTE



Bpen MeiinmH! {1 He 3HalO Kak, HO 3Ta JIEBYIIKA MPOOyauUIa BO
MHEe HeBeZIOMbIe YyBCTBa. 5 qymalo, 4to oHa 00J1ajaeT KaKMM-TO
JapoM, KOTOPBIi CriocoOeH MpoOykaaTh B TEMHBIX CO3/IaHMSIX
sMouuu! — BAPYT cka3as baiiilie 1 Mbl ¢ TEMHBIM BJIaJIbIKOM TO-
CMOTpEJIM Ha HEero, Kak Ha yMaJIUIIEHHOTO.

— Hap? V nee? Jla He moxeT Takoro ObiTh! Ho 3Haems, s
BCE PaBHO MPUMY K CBEJIEHHUIO TBOI MH(OPMAIIMIO U MOocTapa-
I0Ch JepKaTh OT HEE, Kak MOXHO Jojblue! JlaaHo, XBaTUT TyT
pasBonuth apamy! OHa, 1 BUKY, OCO3HAJIA CBOIO BUHY U TENEPh
s1 XOuY, YTOOBI MPHUHIIECCA OTITPABUIIACH B XO3SIMCTBEHHYIO YaCTh
3aMKa, rje e Bhaeawn komHary! Thel, baiine, npoBonu ee u
MOTOM, MO30BU KO MHe rocroxy ['o! {1 no cux nop romnoaex u
1oCJie TOrO, Kak MOEM, XO4y OTIIPABUTLCS HA TPEHUPOBOUHYIO
wiomanky! HyxHo nognep:xxusarhk pusmueckyio popmy, 4ToObI
He Ka3arbcs cabbiM! 3Meid, Thl COCTaBUIIIL MHE KOMITAHUIO, 3a-
OJIHO U OOCYJMM KOe-YTO! — 3aMEeTHO OCThIB, TEMHBII BJIaIbIKa
MOTEPsLT KO MHE UHTEpEC.

M1 ¢ Bafiiiie MOKJIOHMTUCH ¥ OBICTPO TIOKUHYJIN KAOWHET TeM-
Horo. HyHo Ob1IO 110 OBICTPEHPKOMY YHOCHTh HOTH, TTOKA BYJI-
KaH CHOBAa He HavaJl U3Beprarb Ierne U JaBy.
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Korna okazanuce B kopugope. baiiiie XoTes1 MHe UTO-TO CKa-
3aTh, HO Ha HAC, CJIOBHO KOpIIYyH Hajerena rocnoxa ['o. Ee xu-
BBI€ BOJIOCHI OOBMJIMCH BOKPYT HAIIMX T, a B3MJISI KEHIIIMHBI,
B OYKBaJIbHOM CMBICJIE MIPOKUTaJl HACKBO3b.

— YO0 THI HaTBOpMJIA, Mep3aBKa? M3-3a yero rocrnofuH paso-
37IJICS Ha TeOs1? — CIIPOCHIIa OHA y MeHS, TIOJTHOCTBIO UTHOPH-
pys 3Mes1, KOTOPBIY NBITAICA €1 YTO-TO CKa3aTh.

— 4 nonoxwuna emy B jamiy neper;! Muoro nepua! 1 sto
Pas303aMIIo ero! — TYT ke MpU3HAIACh, TaK Kak BpaTh TYT ObLIO
0ecroe3Ho.

— 3ayem Thl 3TO cAeliana? — MpOIOJIKWIA AOIPOC HEKPO-
MAaHTKa.

— Xortena OTOMCTUTh €My 3a TO, YTO OH 3a0pasl MeHs U3
JBOpIIA, OOBSIBUB CBOEH 3aJIOKHUIIEH! — U 371eCh BO BCEM TpH-
3HAJIACh.

He 3Hato noyemy, HO ceryac s1 TOBOpUJIa MpaBay.

— 310 Bee u3-3a ee Bosoc! MIMeHHo n3-3a HUX, Thl TOBOPHUILIb
npaeny! He conpoTuBiisiiicst UX BO3AEUCTBUIO, TAK KAK MOXEIllb
NIOCTpajaTh U TUM CaMbIM MHE HaBpeaUTh! — nosicHu bane,
Kak OyJTO MPOYUTaB MO MBICIIH.

— 3aTKHHUCh 1eMOH! fl mpucTaBieHa K 3TOU I€BUILIE, 3HAUUT
MHe C Hell pa3zouparbcsi! M k ceGe u 3aHuMaricsi CBOUMU Jiefia-
MU, a MHE He memai! A eciu, Bce ke, Thl IOCMEENIb BMEIIATh-



cs1, HaTpaByo Ha TeOs Tyneit! OTBeTh, Thl XOUelllb TOro? — OyK-
BAJILHO yOMBast B3IJISIIOM, TIPOLIEIIA CKBO3b 3yObl XKEHIIMHA.

— He xouy! Ho Takxe, 51 He X04y, 4TOOBI ThI IPUUUHSIIA BPE]T
Meiinun! Jlyuine Ha3Haub MHE HaKa3aHUe, 5 3a Hee ero oTpado-
Talo! — TOBOPWII 3MeH M KopuwnJjics oT Oomu. S Buaena, 9to Bo-
JIOCBI BCE CUJIBHEE CKUMAIOT €r0 TEJIO.

— Tlpomry Bac mpekparute U Thl baiiiie, mepectanb 3acTy-
natbcs 3a MeHs! §1 BUHOBara B ropye e/ibl HAalllero TOCIOANHA,
M03TOMY, MHe 3a 3710 oTBevars! Terymka [0, ornycrure noxa-
JIYMCTa JEMOHA, Ha3HAYbTe MHE HaKa3aHUe ! — He BbIIEPKaB My-
YEeHUH 3Mesl, peliniia NepeKIounTh BHUMaHUE HEKPOMAHTKHY Ha
ceOsl.

— Jlagno, Te1 mpaBa! Crynaii baiiiie n He B3qymaii cHOBa
3JIMTh MEHsI! — CMSATrYMIach JKEHIMHA U OTIYCTUJIA JEMOHA.

— Kakoe Hakazanue xaetT MelnuH? — KpUKHYJ HaMm BJIO-
roHky bariie.

— 4 ke ckazasa, He TBOE JeJI0! — J1ake He MMOBEPHYBIIIUCH,
orBeTwIa rocrnoxa I'o.

A TIOTOM MBI 3allIJIM B YK€ 3HAKOMYIO IBE€Pb, KOTOPasl BEJa K
nectHunie. CHoBa ponruid ciiyck BHM3. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 s TouHO
3HaJIa, YTO MEHS KAET KECTKOE HaKa3aHUE, KOTOPOE MHE TeNephb
CJIelyeT IIEPEXKUTD.

[TpuObLIM MBI B XO35IUCTBEHHOE KPBUIO 3aMKa, IJle pacriona-
rajgach KyxHsl, paye4yHas 1 KOMHATBhI, TJie TPOXUBAIN pabodne
¢ npuciyroi. MeHs 3aBejiv B OIHY U3 TaKMX KOMHAT, IJe Kak s
TNIOH$1JIa, MHE MTPEACTOMT KUThb. TaM 51 yBU/E/a OTAEIbHOE CHasIb-



HOE MECTO B BU/Ie MAaTPAcHKa Ha Moy, Ofiesiia, KOTOpoe ObLIO aK-
KypaTHO CBEPHYTO, TIOAYIIKY U AaXe UMeliach HeOObIIas TyM-
604Ka. DTO KPOXOTHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO OBLJIO OTTOPOKEHO IITOP-
KaMHU, KOTOPbIE HACKBO3b ITPOBOHSIM CHIPOCTBIO U YEM-TO €IlIe
MEp3KHUM, OT 4ero ObLJIO JKeJIaHUE 3aKPhITh HOC PYKOH.

— 3nech Oyjielib CriaTh ¥ XPaHUTh BEIHA BOT B 3TON TyMOOY-
ke! B Hell yke umeercs pacyecka, 3epKajlo U Jake 3aKOJKa, KO-
Topasi OyzeT odeperath Tedst oT Heunctu! He Bee 31ech MupHbIe,
HEKOTOPBIE JIIOOSIT MUTAThCA JiIoabMU. [1oaTOMY, He 3a0bIBail HO-
CHTB 3aKOJIKY, YTOOBI HE CTaTh JIJIsI KOro-HuOyms ooenom! Takxke,
TaM XpaHUTCs TBOs1 hopMa, B KOTopoit Oynenis Tpyautbesi! Ceii-
Jac ke MepeoieHbCcsl B Hee, YTOObl HE OTIIMYAThCsl OT OCTasIb-
HBIX! — OTKpPBIB TYMOOUKY, IIporoBopmia terymka ['o, mpone-
MOHCTPHPOBAB MHE BCE NIEPEUYUCIICHHOE.

Ceiluac, B3IJIsSIHYB Ha yOOroe CajibHOE€ MECTO U COAEPKMMOE
TYMOOUKH, s1 TOTOBa Obla paspeigathes. M na, riasza yxe Obl-
JIM HA MOKPOM MecTe, HO I MBICJIEHHO TTpUKa3alia ce0e YCIOKO-
UThCsI. MHE Hy)KHO BBIAEPKATh BCE ITO, BEAb 1 K€ MPUHIIECCA U
JIOJKHA OBITh CUJIBHOM, YTOOBI OHAKAbI, BO3MOXKHO, HAWTH J10-
pory J0MOM.

— Xopol11o, s IepeoieHyCh U HaJieHy 3akoiky! Ho Bbl, Tak 1
HE CKa3aJId, KaKOe HAKa3aHUE MEHS KJET? — OTBETUJIA U B35IB U3
TYMOOUKH BeIlIU, OIJISI/IENIach, MBITAsICh HAUTH TIOI0OKE I PMBI.

— Tl noiaens k npaykam! Byzaenb ctupath onex1y Haille-
ro rocnoguHa! M noka Bce He BbICTUpAEIlb, CIATh HE JISIKEIlb,
a TakXe, He MOJy4ullb elibl! — pa3bsCHWIM MHE U BCE YTO f



Jiepkaja B pyKax, TyT e 0Ka3aJioch Ha MOJy.

— A TaM MHOTO CTUPaTh Ha/I0? — 0CO00 He HaJ/IesICh Ha XO-
POLINIA OTBET, CIIPOCHJIA.

— Hain rocrionus npuBepeivB U Kak s yke TOBOpUIIa, OH
He JIIOOUT, KOrjia eMy I'yJii TOTOBAT, a Takke, crupatot! [Toato-
MYy, CETOAHS, Thl IEPECTUPACIIL BCE, YTO HAKOIUIIOCH Y HETO 3a
JIBE HeJlesn! — C KOBApHOW YXMBUIKOH OOBSICHIIIA MHE U TYT, 5
TMIOHSJIA, YTO Ionaja.

X, a BeJb 9TO, TOJIBKO HAYyaJlo.

Hanetoch, TeMHBIN He 3aMapaliika 1 ero XanbQy, Jerko OyayT
OTCTUPbIBATHCS.
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3ps g HajesIach, UTO TEMHBIN BJIaJIbIKa He 3aMapariika. Tak
KaK ceiyac, OTCTUPbIBAHUS OUYEPEIHbIE ero IITaHbl, ObLJIa TOTOBA
pa3opBaTh UX Ha JIOCKYThl. OHU IJIOXO OTCTUPBIBATIUCH, a HA MO-
UX pyKax yxe oopazoBaauch Mo30u. Ka3aHku cTepimch U Koxa
MOKPBLIACh BOJABIPAMU. MOKET 3TO peakiivsi Ha CpeACTBO, KO-
TOpOE $ MOJIMBAJIA HA TSATHA, YTOOBI OHU OTCTUPAJTUCH.

OTOpOCHB B CTOPOHY OYEpETHYIO Belllb, KOTOPYIO yKe CHJT He
OBUIO OTTUpATh, SI BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK 3aypyas >KUBOT.
MHe xoTenioch Kyliarh, a rocroxa ['o sCHO jajia MoHSTh, YTO s
HE TOJTy1y €/Ibl, TIOKa He CJIENIAi0 CBOI0 PadoTy /10 KOHIIA.

['ynu, KoTopeie TYT TOXxe Tpyauwauch. CMOTpean Ha MeHs C
HEKHM COCTpaJlaHueM, IyCTh Jake y HUX He ObUIO IJ1a3, MHE TI0-
YeMy-TO XOTEJIOCh yMaTh, YTO OHU KaJICIOT MEHsI, a He XOTSAT
NePEeKyCUTh BKYCHEHbKOU cMepTHOM. Y BOT, KOr/1a MOM CUJIBI TO-
9TH OBUTM HAa UCXOJIE, 51 BAPYT YCIIBIIIIAA C33 ] TOHKHUI TOJIOCOK:

— IIpuser! A Tbl HOBas 3a10xHULA, KoTOpyIo OH onsATh npu-
BOJIOK? — BBIJIEJIMB CJIOBO “OH”, cipocuia MajleHbKasi CUMIIa-
TUYHAsl JEBUYILIKA C MUJIBIMU JTUCBUMU YIIKAMU Ha TOJIOBE.

A oHa KT0 emie Takasi? Hageroch, 3Ta 1eBOUYKa HE UCIILITHIBAET
CTPAaCTU K 4eJI0BEYeCKOMY MsICy?

— Ilpuser. [a, s ero 3anoxuHuna. Tel mpaBa! MoxeT mo-
3HakoMuMcsi? TeOs1, Kak 30BYyT? — 0OpaIOBABIINChH, YTO MOX-
HO OTOPBAThCS OT HAJIOEBITIEH CTUPKH, HaYasla OOIIaThCsl C ITOU



CTPAHHOU JIEBOYKOM.

— 51 JIuna. A Te0s1 Kak 30ByT? — yJIBIOHY/IACh MUJIAST JINCHY-
Ka ¥ MpuOIM3miIach Ko MHe.

—Ad...

He ycnena st Hu4ero ckasarh, Kak yclbllliaia ciieBa OT ceOst
VKA BO3IJIAC:

— A-a-a-a-a, 4ro Thl HaTBOpWJa miynass cMmeprtHas! Bcio
OJIe7K/1y HallleMy rocrofiuHy ucnopruial

OT Takoro pe3Koro 3ByKa, UYyTh HE OMVIOXJIA U HUCIYTaHHO
B3porHyna. Korga oOpatuiia BHUMaHMe Ha KPUYAIIYIo, TO Aaxe
HE YIUBUJIACh, UTO 9TO rocroxa ['o Tak Bonur.

— He nonsina, B 4eM Bbl MEHs OISITh 0OBUHsIETe? — CIPO-
CWJa U TYyT, KOrAa oOpaTujia BHUMAaHUE HAa Ta3 C BHICTUPAHHOW
OEKI0M, NTOHSAIA B YEM JIEJIO.

— CpenctBo, KOTOpbIM TeOe HaJo ObLIO OTCTUPHIBATH ITAT-
Ha, HE HaJl0 TaKk MHOTO JUTh. OHO pa3besio BCIO KPacKy U Te-
nepb, ofekaa rocroanHa norepsuia 1Ber! OH Oyner B OellleH-
ctBe! — pa3bsCHWIA TeTyliKa [0, IPUCTAIbHO Pa3MIisiibIBast
KQK/IyI0 Belllb U3 rapepoda TEMHOTO BIIAJbIKU.

— A BBI ObI CAaMU MOIJIM JIOTaJJaThCsl, YTO 51 HE YMEIO CTUPATh!
W3HavanbHO, 51 MbITAaCh BaM HAa 9TO HAMEKHYTh, HO BHI. ..

— Tak THI Teriepb MeHs1 OOBUHUTH XOUeITh? AX Thl TPOTUBHAS
neBuyonka! CeroyiHst BOOOIIE OCTaHenbest Oe3 eibl! — pa3o3iu-
JIach HEKPOMAHTKA U €€ BOJIOCHI MOMBITATUCH OOBUTLCS BOKPYT
MOEro ocja0eBIlero Teja, HO Ha UX MyTH nosiBujiachk JIuna.

JleBouka, OyKBaJILHO BBIPOCIIA U3-TIOJ] 3eMJIM U PACITyCTUB BCe



CBOM JIEBATh XBOCTOB M CJIOBHO IIIUTOM 3aKpblia MEHS UMHU OT
BOJIOC JKEHIIIMHBI.

— 4 He no3BoMIO ee oOueTh! HeMenieHHO TpekpaTy 1 Ha-
KOPMHU 3Ty HECUYACTHYIO JIeBYIIKY! f ucnpapiio To, 4TO OHA Ha-
TBOpMIa! U Gosbliie He cMelt ee 00MKaTh! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA Je-
BOYKQ, a €€ rojioC 3By4aJl CJIOBHO 9XO M HABOJWJI YKac.

— Ho oHa 3anoxHuiia u AokHa padoTarh! — MombITagach
onpasaThcs rocnoxa [o.

— OHa He TOJBKO 3JI0KHMIIA, HO Takxke, Mos noapyra! Jle-
naii, uto 51 Tebe ckazana! U cmoTpm, eciu s y3Ha1o, 4TO THI ee
My4aelb, TO IMOKOsI TeOe B 3TOM 3aMKe He Oyner! — momorast
MHE TOJHATHCS HA HOTU, TTPOrOBOPUJIA AEBOYKA, a 51 CMOTPIO Ha
Hee W He MOTY MOBEPUThH, UTO TaKasl MaJbIIIKA CIIOCOOHA HaITy-
raTb HEKPOMAHTKY.

— 4 0060 Bcem 3TOM J10710KYy rocnioguHy! Thl OTBETHIIb 3a
CBOU JIeWCTBUSI, TIpOKJATast jucuiia! Xo3siMH Hajen Ha Te0s
OIIEHUK M CMOXET TOCTOMHO HakKa3aTb 3a MPOBUHHOCTH! —
IIPUHSJIACH YIpokaTh rocroga [o.

Sl cMOTpIO Ha IEBOYKY M 3aMEYAI0, UTO OHA, HEOCO3HAHHO I10-
TSIHYJIACh K I1Iee, Ha KOTOPOU 51 3aMeThJIa TOHKYIO 30JI0TYI0 HUTb.
Buaumo, 310 1 ecTh OlIEHUK, KOTOPhIM Trocnoxka ['o neitaercs
Hanyrars Jluny.

— Jlenay kak xouelb, MHe Bce paBHO! Ho nimelt B Buiy, MHE
XBaTUT CHJI, YTOOBI CAENIATh TBOIO KM3Hb HEBBIHOCUMOM, €CJIU ThI
erre pa3 OOMIUIIb MOIO TIOAIPYTY ! — TBepMO 3as1BUIIa MaJeHbKas
JIMCUYKA U TYT 5 pellnia BMEIIAThCA.



— JIuna He Hano! /A yBepeHa, rocnioxa ['o yxe noHsia cBowo
OImMOKY 1 pa3pelmT MHe uctipaButh Bce! Haneoch, ogexry roc-
MOIMHA eIlIe MOXHO CIacTu?

— XopoI110, Mbl UCIIPABUM BC€, HO, TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK MOEANM,
a Thl OTAOXHEWb! — cranachk Teryuika ['o u g 3ameruia, 4yTo OHa
paccrabuiace.

Buanmo noxap B Held JIETKO MOXHO TMOTYIIUTh, €CJIA HAWTH
npaBWIbHBIC cloBa. JIucuuka o0 9TOM 3Haja, a BOT s, TeNephb
BCEr/Ia 3TUM Oy/1y MOJIb30BaThCs, YTOOBI BRIKUTH B 9TOM MECTE.

Mpi1 Tak u caenaid. Iloenu u gaxke BMeCTe CMOIJIM CIACTH BCIO
onexay. ['ocrioxka ['0 mokaszana MHe, Kak MPaBUJIBHO HAZIO CTH-
paTth Bely rocrnoguHy. f1 moHsa cBoo OMMOKY U mooderana
€M1, 9TO 3aBTpa JOIEJNAI0 IAHHYIO padoTy.

A xorpa ocranace HaeauHe ¢ JIMHOM, permwia y3HaTh y 3TOU
JIMICUYKH, KaK TEMHbI OOMaHYJT e 1 TUICHWT?

— D10 6bUTO AaBHO! Baiixy Torga He ObUT TEMHBIM BJIa/Ibl-
koi. OH BOOOIIIE 3/IeCh HEAABHO OKAa3aJICs U MOKa TOJBKO OCBa-
uBasics. /st MeHs OH ObUT MIJIBIM U TTPETAaHHBIM JIEMOHOM, KO-
TOPBIN ouapoBai MeHs. Toraa, s Hocuaa OOIUK JEBYIIKH, KOTO-
oV MOHPABWJICS, ITOT MoJiofor JemMoH. Ho baiixy Hukorma me-
Hs He moowmi. OH npeclieIoBal WHbIE TIeJIM M BCera XOTell Bia-
CTH, KOTOPYIO B UTOre Yy MeHs oTHsu1! OH 3aTO4YMsI MEHs, 30€ECh,
KaK IJICHHUILY Y 3aCTaBUJI OXPAHSITh €ro 3aMOK. JTOT OIIEHHUK,
— JluHa npogeMOoHCTprpOBaia 30JI0TYI0 HUTh Ha Ilee, — Cjie-
JIaHA U3 CTPYHbI MOEY I'yLIMHb. TaM CeMb CTPYH, a C IIECThIO MO
[IMHb HE 3BYYMT, Kak Hajo. Eciu cHATH cTpyHY ¢ Moel 1ieu,



TO OH 3a3BYYUT NIPABWILHO U 1 OCBOOOXYCh. [loiimu, s He 3nmas
M Korja-To ObUla MOTYIIEeCTBeHHee bBaiixy, HO ceiddac, CHUIIbHO
ocnabna ¥ norepsisia cBoto Moiib. [Tomorn mae MeiinuH, moxa-
nyucra! {4 3Hal0, 4TO B TBOIO ceMbio balixy He ciy4ailHO 3amy-
CTUJI CBOU KOTTUCTHIE Jiarbl! OH paHblile ObUT YeJIOBEKOM U CITy-
KUJ1 IMIIEpaTopy, BOT TOJIBKO 51 HE 3HAI0, YTO MPOU30IILIO, U3-3a
Yero OH pa3o3JIuIIcs Ha Bech Baul poj? OH roBopui, 4yTo XO4er
OTOMCTHUTb, HO HE yIIOMHHAaJ, nodyemy! [loiimu MeiiuH, eciu s
0CBOOOXKYCh, TO M TeOe MOMOTY BEpHYThCSI JOMOM, K OTIry! MbI
BMeECTE CMOXeM cBepruyTh bauxy u Bcem B [Iycromm Torga cra-
HET JKUTb Jierye!

— Ho, kaxk s nomory Te6e? OH ke MeHsI HeHABUJIUT U. ..

— 41 3Hato0 baiixy gaBHo. Eciiv Thl TpUIOKUIITL HEMHOTO YCH-
T U CONMMBUIICS C HAM, OH CMSATYHTCS. JIUIITb TOTBKO HaOeprCh
TeprieHus, a s Tebe momory! — ¢ MUJIOH YJIBIOKOW Ha JIUIIE To-
BopwJia JInHa 1 ee Myapble CJIOBa $ CIbIIIAJA yKe B MOTyIpEME.

YcranocTs B3sisla BEPX U Sl HE 3aMETHIIA, KaK YCHYIA.
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Mens pa30yauina rocroxa ['o. Beiio HeroHATHO, Kakoe Bpe-
MsI CYTOK celiyac Ha JIBOpe, HO OKa3aslock, 4to B Ilycroiu ceii-
Jac panHee yTpo. [lopa BctaBaTh U MpUHUMATHCS 32 padoTy.

— Tl'ocnionuH npukasan cerofHs HaBECTH MOPSIOK BO BCEM
JBOpIIE, K HAM MOXKayIoT TocTi. OJMH U3 IBEHaaTH OpaTheB
npakoHOB! HyXHO NPUHSATH €ro no JOCTOMHCTBY, BE/Ib Halll MO-
BEJIUTENIb C HAM BeyT Kakue-To oOIue aeal — moBegasa Te-
Tymika ['o, moka s oneBanack u mpuBoauiia cedsi B MOPSIAOK.

— Oro! D10 npaBia HACTOSIIIMK APAKOH? — C yIUBJICHUEM
MOCMOTPEB Ha KEHIIMHY, CIPOCHIIA.

— Hy na, Hacrosmmi gpakon! VX Bcero nBeHaauarh mpo-
*uBatoT B [1ycromm. OHM ABIAIOTCSA HALIMMU COIO3HUKAMM, TaK
Kak... Hy, B 00111eM, 1o ornpeiesieHHbIM PUYMHAM JPAKOHBI HAM
nomoraiot! Bpozie y HuX ¢ rocrioquHOM Kakou-TO I0TOBOP, O KO-
TOPOM 3HAIOT TOJMBbKO OHM! Tak 4TO ceiyac, MaBHOE, MOArOTO-
BUTbCSA K MPUOBITUIO BaxkHOro rocts! IlleBenuck gaBail ObicTpee
u nioiaeM. Bynens nogmerats 1BOp! — TymMaHHO OOBsICHMIIA
HEKPOMAHTKA, OT Y€ero 51 BCEro JIMIIb [JIeYaMH MoKaia.

A gt0 TYT cKaxemb? [TpuObIBaeT BaXXHBII TOCTh W HYKHO
IIPUHATH €10 € NovyecTssMU. Yero TyT HenoHATHOro? Bot Tonbko
TOCTh /I MeHsI HEOOBIYHBIA. A XOTS, Yero TyT yauBisThcsi? B
[lycromu BOgATCS M IPaKOHBI, U JEMOHbBI, U Pa3IUYHbIE TyXU,
KOTOpBIE MHOTIA Oy/IyT MPUXOAUTH B TOCTH K TEMHOMY BIIAJIBIKE.



[TosTomy, Takue reHepajbHble YOOPKM JABOpA M BCErO 3aMKa y
Hac OyayT NeprOANYECKH.

B o61iem, noaronsiemast Tetymikoit ['o. S mpuObuia Ha KyxHIo,
I7le MEHS1 HAKOPMUJIU M TIOTOM, OTBEJIM BO JBOP. Bulnanm metiy
¥ TIOKa3aJIi TEPPUTOPUIO, KOTOPYIO BeJIeJH nmoaMecTd. TyT Oblt
HeOOJIBINON cajl, HO He U3 IEPEBbEB, a U3 KAMHEH, CTaTyil, KOTO-
phie KHUBOIMMCHO BBUIOKHMJI KAKOM-TO YMEJBI XYJOKHHK. BbiTo
KpacuBO, HO HEMHOT'O HEIIPUBBIYHO, BE/b 51 IOMHWJIA U3 CBOE-
ro0 MHpa, 4TO OOBIYHO B TAKMX MECTaX PacTeT MHOIO 3€JIeHU U
Pa3IMYHBIX 1IBETOB, HO B [lycTOIM BCe 3TO BCTPEYaIoch pesko.
Benp comHIle 3/1eCh CBETUT TYCKJIO M €70 TIOUTH BCEI/Ia CKPHIBAIOT
Ty4u. A pacTeHUsIM HyKHO OOJIbLIIE CBETA U BOJIbI, YTOOBI PACTH.
[punercst npuBBIKATh K MECTHBIM KPAaCOTaM, a TaKke HaJesTh-
csl, YTO KOrna-HUOYb, 1 BCE-TAKM YBUKY LIBETHI U 3€JICHb.

BasBimck 3a paboTy, KOTOpyIo MHE BeJieu Aenarth. 51 crapa-
JIaCh YUCTO MOJIMETaTh JOPOXKKH, & KyUKU U3 MbLIH, KOTOPbIE 5
OCTaBJIslIa, yOupasu qse AeBylKy ryiu. OHu Obuii 6€3MOJIBHBIE
¥ B OCHOBHOM HHMYEro He TOBOpMM. KauecTBEHHO BHITONHSIN
NpUKa3 TeTYMKK [0, a BOT MHe, He XBaTaJlo YeJIOBEYECKOi Oe-
celpl.

Ecnu 4yectHo, TO B mporecce paboThl, 51 Bajia B 3alyMYUBOE
COCTOSIHHE U TTOSTOMY, KOTJja KO MHE HEOXUAAHHO TMOJACKOYIIA
HEKPOMAHTKa, BHIPOHIJIA METIIy OT HEOKUIaHHOCTH.

— MeiuH, rocroivH NpUKa3ajl MPUBECTU TeOs B MOPSAAOK.
CeropHst Oyyielnb COIPOBOX/IATh €ro, TIOKa JPaKoH OyJeT y Hac
B TOCTsAX ! — CcOOOIIMIA JKEeHIIIMHA U CXBATHB MEHS 3a PYKY, KYy-



Ja-TO MOBOJIOKJIA.

— Ho 3a4em rocnoauny 51?7 — Bce e NOMHTEPECOBAIACh.

— He 3Halo, rocnoyH Tak mnoesnana U s He MOTy eMy repe-
YUTh! — MOJTy4YMIIa OKUJAEMBII OTBET.

Hy na, erie 661 BBl Nepeyniiv HaIlleMy TeMHOMY Biajpike. [1o-
npoOyiiTe BBl TOJIBKO 3TO crienath? [lake nmpeacTaBuTh CTpaIiHo,
KaKoe HaKa3zaHHe MOXeTe MOITyYUTh 32 TPOBUHHOCTD.

B oOmiem, MeHs NpuBeu B KyNajlbHIO, I7Ie YKe Oblia roto-
Ba JIepeBsiHHAs KaJiKa, HAallOJTHEHHAs1 Topsiyert Bojion. B Bo3myxe
BUTAJI apoMar I[BETOB U MOsl KOka Cpa3y ke Hayajia yecaTbcs,
TpeOysl OYMITIEHHS OT HAJMITINIEH rpss3u. MeHsl IPUHSIIUCH pas-
JeBaTh, a 3aTeM, JBe Oe3ry1a3ble JEeBYIIKHM OMOIIU MO PY3UThCS
B Kaaky. IIpu 3TOM, BCe Teno MpOH3WIM MPUSATHBIE OLTYIIEHHUS
OT KOHTaKTa ¢ BOJOM, a apoMathl TpaB ycrokausayu. 1 paccia-
ousach U ¢ OIaroIapHOCTHIO MTPUHUMAJIA TIOMOUIb TyJel, KOTO-
pble HaMbIBAJIM MOIO KOKY M BOJIOCHI, IIPONUTHIBAS UX Pa3/IMy-
HBIMU MaCJIaMH.

Tak pazomuiena, 4To Aaxe YyTh HE YCHY/IA OT HACIAKACHUSI.
Ho HekpomaHTKa, KOTOpasi MPUCTATIbHO CJIeAMIa, YTOObl MEHS
HE COXKPaJIv T'yJI, TIOKa 51 0e3 3aKOJIKH, ObICTPO BbIBE/IA MEHS U3
JPEMBI.

— Tak, Hy Bce, XBaTUT MBITHCS, IOPA MPEOOPA3UTHCS, YUTOOBI
TOCHONMHY OBLIIO HE CTBIIHO 32 CBOIO 3aJI0JKHHUITY | — XJIOITHYB B
JIaAoIIH, IPSMO BO3JIe MOETO yXa, cKasaa rocrnoxa ['o u Mens,
OyKBaJIbHO BBIBOJIOKJIM M3 KaJKH.

AX, 6b110 OueHb auckoMpopTHO. Ho motom, Ha MeHs Haenmm



XaHb(py U3 HIETKOBOW TKAHU, KOTOpasi MPUATHO XOJIOAUIA KOXKY
Y 3aTEM MPUHSIIUCH 32 MOIO MPUYECKY. DTO CTPAHHO, BEAb JAKE
BO JBOPLIE, MHE HUKOTJa HE TPUXOAWIOCh HOCUTh TAKUE HAPSIIBL.
Makusix MHE HaHOcUJIa ke TeTymka ['o. A korja s B3nisiHyna
Ha cebs B 3epKaio, To OyKBAJILHO HE y3HAJA, HACKOJIBKO MPeod-
Pa3snIoCh MO€ JIMLIO.

— Bay, BbI BommeOHuna! Ho s Tak 10 KOHIIa ¥ He TIOHSIIA,
JUISl YEro HyXKHa roCrloIuHy? — CIPOCHIIA, KOI/la MEHs BEJU B
3aJ1 17151 [IPUEMOB.

— OH mpocTo X0YeT MpeACTaBUTh TeOs1 cBoeMy roctio! U Bo-
o0irie, 3a4eM Tede 310 3HaTh? [IpOCcTO COMPOBOJK/IAl HAIIETO IM0-
BEJIUTEJS M HE 3a/1aBail INIYNbIX BOIPOCOB! — TYT ke YIPEKHY-
JI1 MEHs.

— Ho, pa3Be npakoH He jiena 00CykIaTh PUOBLT? — HE Ke-
Jlajia yHUMaThCs f1.

— 4 ne 3Hawo! Bce, mbl npuniu. MeWiuH, Thl IJIABHOE
MIOMHH, HE CMell TOBOPUTh HUYETO, TIOKA XO35IMH TeOe He T03-
BoauT! ThHl BCEro JUIIb ABJIAENILCS €r0 HOBOW 3aJIOKHULIEH U
TBOE MECTO B 3TOM 3aMKe, BO3JIe TBOErO rocnojnHa! — Koraa
MBI MPUIILTA CKa3aJia KeHIMHA U ObICTPO TMOIPABUB B MOEM 00-
pase BBIOMBIIYIOCS TIPsIIb, XOTeJa 3aTONKATh MEHs B 31, HO
yCIIieia BO3MYTHUTBCA.

— Yero? Yrto Bbl Tako€ rOBOpUTE?

— HeBaxHo miiymnasi, XBaTuT 3a1aBaTh BOIIPOCHI, OBICTPO 3a-
XO[IY B 3aJl, IOKA Y MEHs He MpOonajo TepreHue! — MoBbIchIIa
rOJIOC HEKPOMAHTKA U OTKPBIB JIBEPb, BTOJIKHYJIA MEHS B 3al.



TyT e Ha MeHs YCTaBWJIUCh BCE MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUE 3/I€Ch TO-
CTU. A £, TIO[l X NIPUCTAILHBIMU B3TJISIIAMH, TOTOBA ObLIa TIPO-
BAJIMTHCSI CKBO3b 3eMJTI0. BOT Kak MHe OBbLJIO HEJIOBKO.

— Hy nakoneu-to b1 npunuia! Ciuiikom goiro I'o ogeBana
TeOs1! Ho ee crapaHus onpaBaainch, Tak Kak Thl BEJIMKOJIETTHA !
— MOCJIBIIIAJICA €341 IOJIOC TEMHOTO BJIAIBIKK M KOTZA S pas3-
BEPHYJIACh, TO TOXE OIEHIJIA ero oopas.

OH GnmcTan u eMy 0e3yMHO 1110 KpacHOe XaHb(y, TKaHb KO-
TOpOro OblJIa PacIIMTa 30JI0TOM M CEpeOPSTHOM HUTHIO, M300pa-
Kasl MPUYYIJIUBBIE Y30PHl.

— Cnacu6o u BB TOke Xopoiiio Beirsaute! Ho ckaxkure, 3a-
Yem ...

— A Tbl HE TOBOPHJI, UTO OHA Tak KpacuBa! Cpasy B Hell UyB-
CTBYyeTCsI UMIiepaTopckasi KpoBb. M korja ke Baiia cBaapoa? —
K HaM TPUOIU3UIICS OYapOBaTeIbHbIN HE3HAKOMEII.

YV Hero ObLIM Yy/IECHBIE BOJIOCHI, B MPS/IsIX KOTOPBIX Meperwie-
TaJoCh cepedpo, 30710Toe XaHb(dy, MPUIABAIO €ro o0pazy poc-
komm. Takxe, MEHs MPUBJIEKJIA YJIBIOKA 3TOrO TOCIIOAWHA, T0-
3TOMY, 5 HE Cpa3y paccJbllliajia, O YEM OH TOJIBKO YTO CIPOCHJL.

— CBanp0a?

BomnpocurenisHO mocMoTpesia Ha TEMHOTO BJIaIbIKY, KOTOPBII
1O TIPEXKHEMY YJIBIOAJICSI B OTBET M Ka3aJIoCh, UTO JIAHHBINA BO-
MPOC 151 HErO HE HEOKUIAHHOCTbD.

— Jla kakas cagp6a JIyHI3M, MBI ellle mpucMaTprUBaeMcCs
apyr k apyry! IlpaBaa MeinnH? — npruoOHSB MeHsI 3a TUIeYd 1
MIPUTBOPHO YJIBIOASICH, CIIPOCHIT TEMHBIH.



A uto mHe otBeTuTh? [la 1 BoOOIIIE, Kak ceds Bectu? [louemy
MHE HE ]I HUKAKUX YKa3aHuM?

[Mpuiuiock KUBHYTH U aKKYPAaTHO CTPSIXHYTB C ceOsl pyKy Jie-
MOHa.

— Hapetoch, baiixy, oHa He cOeXuT OT TeOst Ko MHe? A To. ..

— He c6exwur! U Boobmie, yero mel TyT croum? Tam maBHO
CTOJI HAKPBLIN, MOKET NIOMAEM U MOEeIUM! — PBIKHYJI TEMHBIN
BJIafIblKa U s cpa3y 3aMeTUsIa, YTO €My He OYeHb IMOHPABUJIOCH,
KaK C HIM TOBOPHT JIPAKOH.

Sl BApyT MOHsIIA, YTO MEKTY STUMH ABYMS MYKUYMHAMH €CTh
Kakas-To TaliHa, KOTOPYIO MHE TeTlepbh XOUeTCsl pa3y3HaTb.
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— ¢ He roofieH, HO ¢ YIOBOJIBLCTBUEM Obl NPOTYJISUICS C Ba-
el 3anoxHurein! OHa Tak mpekpacHa v ee 0OIIEeCTBO ISl MEHs
Oyrner, Kak mecHs1! — ¢ HOTKOM poMaHTH3Ma IporoBoput JIyHII-
3€ U MIJIO MHE YJIbIOHYJICSI.

4l Toxe eMy nokazaza cBoU poBHBIE 3yObl, a BOT baiixy, siBHO
ObLT IPOTUB TOH MPOTYJIKH.

— 41 yBepeH, 4ro MennrH X04eT KyIiaTh ¥ MO3TOMY MBI. ..

— 4 Toxe He ronogHa! IToxkanyy, cocTaBio KOMIIAHUIO Ha-
IIEMY 3aMeYaTeIbHOMY IOCTIO! — 3aMETHB HETOJOBaHNUE TEMHO-
IO BJIAJIbIKM, HA3JI0 CKa3aJla U MOAXBATUB JIPAKOHA M0], PyKY, 10-
1IUIA C HAM TYJIATb.

B criuHy Ham rpo3HoO mpopslyaiii, HO 6oJiee HUYero He mpejl-
NpUHAIM. DX, g TaK Ha 3TO Hajesulack. Bedp nounuia g ¢ 3TuM
MYKYMHOM, JIUIIb TOJIBKO U3 BPEJHOCTH.

— Ipunnecca, kak 1ede B [lycTomm? Xodems i Thl Bep-
HYTbCsSl 00paTHO K ce0e BO ABOpELl, B YeJOBEYEeCKUH MUp? —
BJPYT CHPOCHJI APaKOH, KOIZia Mbl 3allUT B OeceIKy U cesld Ha
CKaMelKy, Ha KOTOPO# JIeKaJIl MATKHE Oy LIKH.

Uro 3a Bonpocel? Heykenum OH XO4ueT MeHs MOMJIOBUTh Ha
yeM-10? Vin, MOXET MpoBepsieT, BCEM JIM 1 3[€Ch JI0BOJIbHA?

— Bo-nepBbix, yBaxkaembli JIyHI3e, HE Ha3bplBailTe MEH:
npuHIEcCOu. S1 K 3TOMy He MPUBBIKIIA, JIyYllle 10 UMEHU. A BO-
BTOpBIX, £ €Il HE MOHAJIA, HPAaBUTCS MHE TYT WK HeT! Benp g



CMepTHas, a IS 3[CIIHUX OOMTATEJIeH, SABJISIIOCh CAaMBIM JIAKO-
MBIM KyCOYKOM, KOTOPBII, BOT 6€3 9TOM 3aKOJIKHM, — yKa3aJia Ha
apTeakT B BOJIOCaX, — MEHS Che/IsT TYJH.

— A Xxouersb, 51 Te0e 1amM HaJEeKHYIO 3allUTy OT Tynen? —
BIPYT CIIPOCKJI IPAKOH U B €T0 B3MJIsIIE OTPA3KIICS a3apT.

— A pa3sBe 3aKO0JIKa HEHAJICKHBIM apTedakT? — yIMBWIACH
U J1aXke HEMHOT'O UCITYTasach.

— Hapnexnsiii! Ho npencrasb, a eciiv BAPYT Thl €€ MOTEPsi-
emb? Beap 3T0 MOXKET JIETKO MTPOM3OMTH, CTOUT TOJIBKO COBEP-
IIUTh KaKOe-HUOY/Ib HEeJIOBKOE ABMKeHUe! A BOT TO, UTO XOUy
NPE/IOKUTH TeOe s, BIIOJIHE HAJIS)KHOE CPEJCTBO! — C YJIBIOKOM
CKazaJl My’KYMHA U B3MaxHYJI PyKOU, B KOTOPOU BAPYT MaTepu-
aJIM30BaJIach JPAKOHbs YelTyrKa.

— U ut0 MHe ¢ Hen penars? CpecTb YTO JIM? — XOXOTHY-
JIa, HO KOTJIa MOCMOTpesia Ha coOeceJHUKA MOHSIA, UYTO eMy He
CMEIITHO.

— Jla Meiinun, Tebe Hano ee cbectb! He Oolics, oHa cpa3zy
pPacTBOPUTCS Ha SI3bIKE U THI J1aXe HE MOYyBCTBYelllb BKyca. Ho
TIOCJIE 3TOTO, THI MEpPecTaHelb ObITh YeJoBeKoM ... Her ... He
Tak. — 3aJyMaJicsl APAKOH U TTOTOM MPOJAOIKUI. — Thl JIUIIHL
HAIOJIOBUHY Oy/Iellh YeJI0BEKOM, a HAIllOJIOBUHY CTaHeIlh 00Ja-
natb Marueii! TeOst OyayT Bce O0sIThbest 1 rysii B ToM umciie! Tou-
Hee, OHM OyayT B TeOe YyBCTBOBATh JEMOHWYECKYIO SHEPruio
Y TI03TOMY, HUKOTJa He HamagyT. [Tostomy, coBeTyio Tebe Boc-
TOJIb30BaThCSI MOUM IPEJIOKEHUEM M TOTAA, Thl CMOXKEIIh CIaTh
CITIOKOMHO!



Bpoze myskunHa nomnsITajcs NOHSATHEE BBIPA3UThCS, HO 51 BCE
paBHO HMYEro He noHsna. Yro mue pmacr sra yemyuka? Ho,
HECMOTpSI HA COMHEHHsI, BCe ke MPHUHsIA Yelllylo, HO cpa3y ee
ecTb He ctaja. Cripsitaia BO BHyTPEHHHI KapMaH, KOTOPBIH pac-
noJyiarajicsi B pyKase.

Tospko X0OTea modIarofapuTh CBOEro coOeceTHUKa 3a Jap,
KakK TYT 3aMeTWIa, YTO K HaM MPHOMKAETCS XO3SIMH 3aMKa U
BUJl Y HETO, CKa)XeM TaK, He OUeHb JIOBOJIbHBIN. B mpuHLune, ox
BCErJa YeM-TO HeJJOBOJIEH, HO cefiuac ObUIO 3aMETHO, YTO MpU-
YKMHA IJIOXOr0 HACTPOEHUSI TEMHOI'O BJIA/IBIKU, UMEHHO £.

— 4 mymaro, Bamma nporyska 3akondeHa! [Tpomry B GabHBIT
3aJ1, TaM Y€ BCE Bac 3aXJaJMCh! — BUAMMO TEMHbIN BJIaJIbl-
Ka TOBOPUJI BCE 3TU CJIOBA JIPAKOHY, HO Ceidvac, OH MOYeMy-TO
CMOTpEJI Ha MEHS.

— ¥ Bac oueHb KUBONMCHBII JBOP U MEWINH OTIIMYHas CO-
6ecequuual Iloxanyii, baiixy, Tel paB, opa MOECTb U 3a0JHO
0OCYIMTh TO, pajiv Yero s ciojia MpuObLT! — criac MeHs1 APaKoH
¥ 51 3aMeTHJIa, KaK TEMHBI HEMHOTO pacciaOuics.

— JlaBHO mIOpa Bce 0OroBopuTh! A TO, MHE TIOKA3aJI0Ch, UTO
ThI [IpUEXaJl K MOEH 3aJI0)KHUILIE, @ HE KO MHE, 00Cy:x/aTh jena!
— XMBIKHYJI IEMOH ¥ PAaBHOAYILITHO Ma3HYJI [0 MHE B3IJISIOM.

S1 uro-To He noHsMa. OH pa3roBapuBaeT BPojie C JPAKOHOM,
HO TM0YEMY-TO BCE BpeMsi CMOTPUT Ha MeHs1. Miu, MOXeT y Hero
KOCOIVIa3Ue U MHE BCE 3TO TOJIbKO KaxkeTcs?

— Hy, Bce ke BbIHYXJJEH CO3HAThCS, YTO 51 IpHeXas He TOJIb-
KO paau aen! Takxke, XOTes MO3HAKOMUTLCA ¢ MeWIH U Ipu-



3HATbCSl YECTHO, OHA MEHA BIeYaT/IMIa! — MPOIOJKall BOCXBa-
JIATb MEHS TOCTh TEMHOT'O BJIAJbIKH.

MeHs OH 3TMMM CJIOBaMH BrOHsUI B KPAcKy, a BOT banxy ku-
nesn ot 310ctu. [louemy oH 3muTheA? Pa3Be MHOM HENb3s BOC-
xuarecs? XoTs, 4To ¢ HETro B3ATh, OH K€ AEMOH U II0YEMY-TO,
HEHABUJUT ITPUHIIECC MOEN CEMBH.

— V 1ebs mioxoit BKyc! B mpuHImme, Kak U y BCexX TBO-
ux OparbeB! JlajHo, noitnem B 3ai 1 TopxkecTB! Tam yxe Ha-
YaJIoCh BECEJIbE U MUPILIECTBO! — BMMT, CAEJIaB PaBHOLYIIHBIN
BU/I, TEMHBII [IEPBBIM TOIIEN B HY’)KHOM HaIlPaBJICHUHU.

Sl nepernsaHyIMch ¢ JPakoHOM U nocieioBana 3a baiixy.

B 3ane n71s Topkect Onrcrano Bee. Ha crieHe TaHnieBany TaH-
LOBLIMLIBL, @ 32 CTOJIAMH, KOTOPbIE pacIiojiarajJyuch Mo Kpyry Boc-
cellav KaKHe-TO AEMOHBI M KaKasi-To elle He:xkuTb. OHM eN1u, TTH-
JI1, B3Upas Ha TAaHLYIOIIMX AEBYLIEK. 3aBUJEB HAC, 3TU TOCIO-
Ja MOCHEUIWIM BCTaTh U MOKJIOHUTHCA Biaapblke. EcrecTBEeHHO,
OHM MPHUBETCTBOBAJIM HE HAc, a cBoero juaepa. Ho Bce xe, Obl-
JIO MIPUATHO, YTO BCE OHU yBAXKAIOT ITPABUTEINSI U CKOPEU BCETO
HEMHOTO €ro 0OanBaIOTCS.

Korpa IpakoH v TeMHbIM BilaJblka 3aHSJIM CBOM MecCTa,
BAPYI OCO3HAJIA, YTO JJIs1 MEHS 3[€Ch HET MOIYIIEUYKH, Ha KO-
TOpbIX Bce cugAar. [loatomy, cpasdy caenana BbIBO, YTO Ha MOE
NPUCYTCTBUE HUKTO HE pacCUMThIBaJ. [lake Kak-To 0OMIHO CTa-
JIO ¥ 4 NIOILIA HA BBIXOJ, HO MEHS, HEOKUJAHHO OKJIMKHYJI 3Ha-
KOMBIi T0JIOC.

— Du, MeiuH, caich CO MHOM, 5 OJIBUHYCB !



Or1o ObUIa MOSI 3HAKOMAasl JINCHYKA, KOTOPYIO sI CETOIHSI He
y3Haia. OHa BHIIISZIENA JIET HAa JECATh CTapile YeMm BYepa U s
MOPa3WIach HACKOJIBKO OHA KpacHBa.

MwuioBuiHas JIEBYIIKA C PyMSIHBIMU ILIEYKaMHU U W3JajieKa
HarnomMuHaja Kykjy. HeBosibHO Mo3aBujoBaia ee Kpacore, HO
moOoBaThkes 10ro JIMHOM He cTajia U mocTenmia K Hel 3a CTo-
JIUK.

Taiikom Opocuia B3IJIsi] HA TEMHOT'O BJIA/BIKY U OH BBITJISIIEN
yAUBJIEHHBIM. BuIumo ObUT He B Kypce MOero 3HakOMCTBa C TOH,
Ha KOTOPYIO OH HAaJeJl OLICHHUK.

— Vromarics! Enib, nei u Becenuck, oka JpakoH He yexal!
Cama noHumMaelipb, koraa JIyHI3e OKUHET 3TU CTEeHBbl, Thl CHU-
MeIllb ¢ ceOsl MIeJIKOBBIE ONIEK/Ibl M CHOBA CTAHEIIb €r0 3aJI0K-
HULIEH, KOTOPYIO OMSITh 3arpy3T padoToit! To OH Mpy JpaKoHe
TaKOM MWJIbINA, a O3 Hero OMATh CTaHeT Mep3aBiieM! — IoBe/a-
Jia wenoToM JIvHa 1 1 HEMHOTO ONevyanach.

— Ja s B nmpuHIMIIE HE HaJeslach Ha ero Mujocts! U cna-
crO0 32 TBOIO MOAJEPKKY! — HavaB KyIiaTh (PPyKTHI, KOTOpPHIE
CTOSUTM Y JIUCBI HA CTOJIe, MPOrOBOPHUJIA B OTBET.

MeponpusTre npojIniochk, ax 10 MO3AHEro Beuepa. l'octu
BECEJIMIIUCh, TAHIIOBIIMUIIHI HATAHIIEBAJIMCh, & MHE OBLIO KOM-
(popTHO B KOMITAaHWY JTMCUYKH, KOTOPasi MbITAJIACh MEHS MOAJEP-
kaTb. Cyas 10 0XKUBJICHHOW KECTUKYJISIUHA W OI00PUTETHHBIM
KMBKaM, BJajiblka 0OCYy/IMJI C CBOMM IOCTEM Bce JeJa.

Korna Bce roctu pa3onuiuch u s AyMania, 4To JIPaKOH TOXe
CKOpO MOKWHET Hac, baiixy Bapyr mogo3Ban k cede Tetymky ['o u



YTO-TO eH IenHyJ1. JKeHIrHa MOKJIOHMIACh M KyIa-TO yoexara.
— Kyna ato ona? — cnpocuna y JIvHBL.
— T'otoBuTh KOMHary ajist Jlanize! OH Xo4eT nepeHo4eBaTh,
9TOOBI YeXaTh B CBOM 3emutu ¢ camoro ytpa! [oruti v Mbl ¢ T0OOI
— MeinuH, HEMELJIEHHO MO CO MHOM! — COBEPILIEHHO
HEOXXHU/IaHHO BO3JIe HAC MOSIBUICS TEMHbBII BJIaJIbIKa U MO3BAJ
MeHsI CJIe[IoBaTh 32 HUM.
[TocMmoTpeB Ha HCy U Ha MpoIaHre n300pa3uB YJbIOKY, TO-
KOPHO TOIILJIA 32 JEMOHOM.



I'naBa 14

MeHst OyKBaJIbHO BTOJIKHYJIA B KAKO€-TO TEMHOE MOMEIIeHE,
rae Mpu HallleM MOSIBJICHUH pa30M BCHBIXHYIU cBeud. S naxe
B3/IPOTHYJIa OT HEOKUAAHHOCTH U €JIe KaK YCTOsIa Ha HOTrax.

— Yto man tebe npakon? HemenneHHo othail 9310 MHe! —
cpazy ke norpedoBas baiixy v O0JIBHO CKall MOH JIOKOTb.

— Ornycrute mens! Hudero MHe IpakoH He JaBa! — IyCThb
MHE U OBUIO CTPAITHO, HO 51 He cOOMpasIach OTIaBaTh TEMHOMY
YEIyUKY.

— 41 Tebe ceituac pyky ciomalo, €clid He OTJalllb MHE 3Ty
Belllb! BhICTPO MOAYMHKCE, WITH 51 UCTIONHIO yIpo3y! — Bce 60b-
111€ 3JIAJICSI IEMOH U 51 BUJIENA, KaK €ro I71a3a HAYMHAIOT KPACHETb.

— Jlomaiite! Tak Kak MHE BaM HEYE€ro OTAaBaTh! — roBOpIO,
a caMoM J1axke He BEPUTCsI, UTO 3TO MO rojioc. Takoil yBepeHHbIN
1 OecCTpalIHbIi.

— Tsl coBceM MIMOTKA? — 3aKpUYal IEMOH U OTTOJKHYB
MeHs OT ce0s1, CXBaTUJI CTOSIIILYIO Ha CTOJIe CepeOpsIHYIO Ba30UKY
Y 3aIyCTUJI €€ B CTEHY.

Cocyn oCTaBWII B KUPITUYHOM KJIafKe HeOOJbIIYIO BMATHHY U
HITYKaTypKa BCsSl OCHIMAJIACh, a TaKXke, MO MOBEPXHOCTH MO
TpelHa. § CrIoTHY/A U MOHSIA, YTO €C/Id Obl OH BCIO TY CUTTY
IPUMEHUIT Ha MOIO PYKY, TO HEPEMEHHO ee Obl OTOpBaJ, a He
ciomai. [Ipu ocozHaHuu 3TOTO, 51 HAYaJa MATUTHCS K IBEPU, HA-
MepeBasich coexarb. Ho TeMHBIN Tiperpaaui MHe TOPOTy U €ro



OelleHble I71a3a, MMbUIAJIN aJIbIM IIAMEHEM.

— Tot Mue xems! 1 4yBCTBYIO 3TO, Jydllle TOAYMHUCH, a
VHaye. . .

— VYo6bemns mensa? Hy naBaii, caenaii 3T0 U Kak MOXHO OBICT-
pee! — cama He IOHUMAIO 3a4YeM €ro ellie OOJIbIIe MPOBOIUPYIO.

Otkyna B3sJI0Ch CTOJIBKO cmeiocTu? Sl Bpone ymuparh Moka
He coOMpaach, HO celyac CTOI M CMOTPIO B KpacHbIE I71a3a Je-
MOHa, FOTOBasl MPUHATb CBOM KOHEII.

OH 3amaxuBaeTcsl, TOTOBbII yAApUTh, a 51 3aKPbIBAIO [J1a3a U
MOJTIOCh BCEM OOram, HO TYT, TEMHBII BAPYT 3aMUpPAET Ha MeCTe
Y OTCTYIAET OT MEHSI.

— Iomna mpoyb! — BBIKPUKHYJT IEMOH U 51, CUJIBHO Y/IUBUB-
IITUCh TAKOW MMJIOCTHU, TIOCTIEITNIIA TIOKMHYTh 3TOr0 HEHOPMaJTb-
HOTO.

Bexana s K qBepy, KOTOpasi BEJIET K JICCTHUIIE, YTOOBI OBICT-
pee okazaThcsl y ceOsl Ha MaJIeHBKOM MPOCTPAHCTBE, KOTOPOe
MHE BBIJIEJIWIN, HO TIO IOpOre CTONKHYJachk ¢ JIuHon. [leBymika
BBITJIsIIeJIa B3BOJTHOBAHHONM U KOT/Ia YBU/IENA, UTO s B MOPSIIIKE,
TYT K€ 3aKJII0YMIa B OObAThS. A 1, OLIYTHB €€ 3alluTy, TyT ke
Jlajia BOJIIO CJIE3aM.

Buanmo, nucuiia BOCIOIb30Balach CBOEW Marueu, Tak Kak,
KOT/Ia s1 OTCTPAHMJIACh OT ee Iieua, 0CO3Hasa ceOs1 BO3JIe Crajib-
HOT'O MecTa C TyMOOUKOI, KOTOpOe Terepb MPUHAIEKATO MHE.

— Hy, Th1 Kak? — cripocuia JIvHa, BHITUpasi MOU CJIE3bl.

— MHe 110 npeXHeMy CTpaIlHO, Be/Ib OH YyTh HE YOUI MeHs!
— BCXJIMIIbIBAs, OTBETHJIA.



— A 13-3a 4ero OH Tak paccBUpeEries? — CHOBa MOMHTEPECO-
BAJIACh JIMCHIIA, & 5 pU3aayMayiach. CTOUT JIK €M pacCKa3bIBATh
PO /Aap OT JIpaKoHa?

— Hyyy...

— Tl UTO, MHE HE TOBEPSIEITL? — 3aMETUB MOE 3aMEIlATE b~
CTBO, cripocuJa JIvHa.

— IIpocTo 5 He 3Hal0, KaK Thl HA 9TO OTpearupyelllb! — BbI-
MOJIBUJIA, CTApasiCh HE OOUIETh JIUCHILY.

— Eciu TH 4TO-TO B35J1a y IpaKOHA, TPOCTO HA/IO OBLIO 3TO
CKPBITh YeM-HUOY/b, & TO OT 3TOH BEIIY OYeHb (DOHUT CHIION!
EcTecTBeHHO, rOCIOMH 3TO MOYYBCTBOBAJI U 3aBOJHOBAJICS.
TOXE YYBCTBYIO 3Ty CHJIy U MPOIILy, TTOKa)XU MHE 3TO, YTOOHI I
MOTIJIa MOHSTH He OMacHa JIv OHa Jisl TeOs1! — mocTapanach ycro-
KouTh MeHs JIuHa U 51 en noeepua.

— OH Jaj1 MHE IpakoOHbIoO Yelyio. Bor! — npusHaiack u j10-
CTajla U3 KapMaHa B pyKaBe YIIOMUHAEMOE.

JIuna TyT ke CKpUBMIIACh, KAK TOJIBKO yBHENA velnyo. Kak
Oy[ITO 3TO YTO-TO JypPHO MaxHyIee, HO Ha CAMOM JieJie YelTys
BBIIJISI/IENIA PEKPACHO U NIEPEMBAIaCh BCEMU 1IBETaMU PalyTry.

— U nouemy xe Tol ee cpa3y He cbena? Toraa, moBenurelb
Obl HUYETO He TIOYyBCTBOBAJI, HO TETEPh, OH. ..

— AX BOT BHI IJle! — HEOKHUJAHHO Tepe]l HAaMU MOSIBUIACH
HEKpPOMaHTKa, — MelsuH cooupariics, Thl Niepee3kaeliib B Apy-
rve anaprameHThl. ['ocronuH npukasai BhIEIUTh Tebe KOMHa-
Ty! — cooOImia KeHIIuHa.

W nuio y terymku ['o He o4eHb JOBOJIBHOE, KaK Oy/ITO OHA He



OYeHb paja, YTo MHE JaJ1 KOMHATY.
— Oro, kakas xopomass HoBoctb Mennua! [laBait ckopeu co-

Oupaiics, s momory Tebe ¢ mepee3nom! — cpasy ke oOpaaoBa-
Jlach 32 MEH$ JIMCHULIA.
— Ho y mMeHs TyT Mano Bemiei U coOuparb Hedero! — Tu-

X0 BBIMOJIBWJIA, Ia’Ke HE 3HAs1, KAKHE SMOLIUM HEOOXOAUMO ITPO-
SIBUTb.

— HesaxHo, nonum Ttak! M Tenepp BOT OueHb MHTEpeEC-
HO y3HaTh, IOYEMY BJPYT HAlll TOCIIOAWH PEelIna Aath MeinnH
anapraMeHThl? Heyxenn y Hero Bapyr npocHyJachk coBecTb? B
4YeM 51 OUYEHb CWJIBHO COMHEBAIOCh! — BAPYT 3aMHTEPECOBANIACH
JIuHa u 51 ¢ Heli ObLIa MOJTHOCTBIO COIIACHA.

— 41 He 3Hal0, rOCIIOAMH MO3BAJI MEHS M BeJe J1aTh €ro 3a-
JIOKHHMIIE arapTaMeHThl, YTOOBI OHA HEe KUJIa BMECTE C MPHCITY-
roii. MoXeT OH He X0oueT, yToObl ee coxpanu ryau? Wnu Bapyr
3aMHTEPECOBAJICS €1, KaK KEHIIMHOW ? — MOocieJHee MPeIoIo-
KEHUE, 1a)Ke HEMHOI'O HaCMEIINJIO MEHS.

He mMoxer Takoro ObITh M UCTUHHYIO MPUYMHY TaKOW HEBH-
JAHHOM I1IeIPOCTH, OOI0Ch, 3HAET TOJILKO CaM TEMHBII BJIafbIKa.

B o01em, Teneps 51 Obula ¢ HOBBIMU arnlapTaMeHTaMu, rie Obl-
JIO BCEe: JUBAHYMK, KPOBATh, CTOJI C Pa3/IOKEHHBIMU BOKPYT HETO
NOAYIIKY, U mKad. B KOTOpBIM 5 nocnemmia 3ansHyTb. TaMm,
K MOEMY YIUBJIEHUIO OOHAPYKUJIOCh MHOIO HAPSJIOB U Pa3/Ivy-
Hble yKpalleHus. Takke, Ha Mosikax Obula paccTaBieHa OOyBb
11 pa3HOM MOTO/Ibl 1 MHOTO JIPYTHX aKCECCYapoB, O KOTOPBIX
Ja’Ke MEeYTaTh HE CMeEa.



U BoT, 0603peBast Bce 3TO BEJIMKOJIEIUE, sl HaUala MyYUThCS
BOIIPOCaMU. 3a KaKue 3aciIyrd MHe Bce 310 Janu? U kak xe s
ObL1a MOpaXkeHa, KOorjia Ha CJIelyIoluii IeHb, OTy4Ynsia OTBET Ha
BOIPOC U3 YCT CAMOT'O TEMHOTO BJIAJIbIKH.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha Jlurpec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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