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I
Yyma

I'naBa 1
ITocJie mo6ennI

Benukas kHskHA AJlekcaH[Ipa yexalia Ha ClieyIoluii 1eHb. Kynas BepeHulia nocieoBaBImx
3a Hell 0ECOroHOK ObLTa CTOJIb MAJIOYKCIIEHHA, YTO HEIOTATUBAJA JaXe O OTpsia: MHOTHE Mau B
0010, IPYTUX — CMbUIA BOJTHA BO3MYILICHUsI, IIPOKATHBIIIASICS TIO BBICIIEMY OOIIecTBy. B HOUb, KOT/Ia
OaropoHbple CeMeCcTBa COMBAJIMCh B Ky4y 3a 3aKPHITHIMU JIBEPbMH OCOOHSIKOB WJIU B MOy TEMHOM
npuOeXuIIe epKBel, HU Y KOro Obl He BHIIIUIO CKPHITh CBOE OTCYTCTBUE. Te, KTO, HECMOTpPsI HU Ha
YTO, BBIIILIM 3alIMIIATh TOPOJ, PACKPBUIM CBOIO TallHy TaK K€ BEPHO, KaK Te, KOMY B IbUIY Cpaxe-
HUS HE MOBE3JIO MOTEePATh ABYXLBETHYIO MacKy. CeMbU BCEMU CHJIAMU CTAPAJIUACH JEPKaTh CIIyXU B
y3lie, HO T€ BCE PABHO PA3JIETAIMCh CO CKOPOCTHIO JIECHOTO TMOXapa, U MHOKECTBO MOJIOJbIX JEBUII
yke «U3BbSIBUIIO KeNaHHe» YAATUTLCS B MOHACTHIPh WM JIaIeKOe MPOBUHIIMAIBHOE UMEHHe. A YK
CKOJIKO OKa3aJI0Ch IO/l TIOMAIIIHUM apecToM, MOKHO OBLIO TOJIBKO rajath. Te e, KTO MocieaoBal
3a AJleKkcaHIpou, yxoquiy HaBceraa. Kak u oHa cama.

I'pa IManen Boren ¢ u3BectueM 00 OTbe3le AJIEKCaHIPbI, Kak pa3 Koraa AJiekceil KoHva
3aYUTHIBATh COCTaBNeHHBIN TosieM parnopT o notepsix. Mimmneparop nmomMpauHel Tak, 4TO CTaJIO SICHO:
10 TIOCJIeTHETO He BEPUJI, YTO JI0Ub B CAMOM JIeNie Ye[eT.

— Hy xopormo xe, — nporieauin oH. — [TocMOTpuM, Kak el MOHPABUTCST OOIIECTBO 3aMIIIEITBIX
MOCKOBCKMX CTApPHKOB WJT HPABBI TEX, KTO XKUBET B TITyOHHKE.

Anekceii nounTtan panopr. 31aech He OblIo (hamMuini, TonbKo urcna. Ho 3a kaxkmoi mmdpoit
CKPBIBAIUCh HAArpoOUe, pa3/iaBiieHHAs TOPEM CeMbsl M JIbIpa B CTPOK0. 3aTBIKATh 3TH JBIPHI OBLIO
HEKEM.

Nmnepatop CIOBHO MPOYUTAIT €0 MBICIIH.

— Ckopo BepHyTCs BOiicKa (penpamapiiaia. [lepsoiii Koncyn BenmkomymHo nooderan, uyro u
3axBaYeHHBIX TUICHHBIX BepHeT Oe3 BhIKyma. [lo Tex mop oOoiieMcst MOAKPEIUICHUIMU U3 OJTMKai-
IIMX TOPOJIOB U TBapAMeEN.

— Hu B rBapnum, HU B BOMCKAax 3a IpaHuUIiell HeT OECOrOHOB, — 3aMeTUIT AJIeKCel.

— 3Haw. — MiMniepatop OTJIOKII TIepo, KOTOPHIM MOAIUCHIBAJI OyMaru, roKa CIIyIa paropT,
1 noTep BUCKU. — Ho ¢ I1aBHOM yrpo30ii MOKOHYEHO, Mbl MOKEM MO3BOJIUTH Ce0e COKPATUTh YUCIIO
natpyJeii, a reapaus ceiiuac Baxnee 0ecoroHos. LlecapeBnd Buepa BepHO ckazai: coio3 ¢ ®paHiment
HE TOHPABUTCSI MHOTUM.

— BBl cimImkom 1oxo gymaere o CBOMX TOJJIaHHBIX, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, — JOOPOIYIIIHO BO3-
pasu [1anen. Ha ero npyxemoOHON MenBexber (PM3MOHOMUY CHsilIa OCOOSHHO NIPUSTHAS YIbIOKA. —
[Mocne Takoi mode bl Bac OymyT BO3HOCUTS J10 Hebec. Bam Obl Ternephb yCTpOUTh OrPOMHOE TOPKECTBO,
4yTOOBI e1lle OOJIbIIIe YKPENUTh ITOT PAJOCTHBIN IyX. . .

Nmneparop ckpuBmics.

— O KaKOM TOpKECTBE MOKET UATU PeUb, KOTA s MOTEPSIT ABYX JOUYEPEN U CTOJIBKO XOPOIIHUX
monen?

Ot Toro, Kak oH cTaBuj AJleKCaHApy B OAUH psiji ¢ norudiein EneHolt, Anekcero cTano He 1o
cebe.
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— Pazymeercs, Beiiepkath Tpayp HeoOXoaumo, — He cMyTuiics [lanen. — S monumaro, 4To cei-
yac BalleMy BEJIMYECTBY IMPOTUBHBI MBICJIH O BECEJIbE, HO HYKHO Belb JyMaTb U O TOM, Kak coxpa-
HUTb TOT JOOBITHIN KPOBBIO MHUP.

Mmmepatop co B310XOM OTOPOCHIT MOAHATOE OBUIO TIEpPO.

— Toraa Bbl 3TUM U 3aiiMeTech. Ho He paHbllie, yeM yepe3 J1Be He/leu.

[TaneH NOYTUTENHHO MTOKJIOHWIICS.

HecmoTps Ha UCKITIOUMTEbHBIE OOCTOSTENBCTBA, YTPEHHHI Pa3BOJ] BOMCK MPOXOIII KaK Bce-
raa. AJlekcaHap M3-3a CBOEro paHeHWs ObLT OCBOOOXIEH OT oOs3aHHOCTed, HO ¢ KoHcraHTMHA
Y TIpeX/e AOTOUIHBIN JIOHENb3sl UMIIEPATOp CIpAIBAJ JJaXe CTPoXe OOBIKHOBEHHOTO, pacreKkast
M3MaiiioBCKviA TIOJIK 32 MeJTbYaiIIie OIUIONTHOCTY. BeMMKUi KHA3b KPUBUII TYOBI, HO HE OTBEYal —
MOHMMAJI, YTO TIPEPEKAThCs C OTIIOM ceOe JOpOKe.

Apkaguii HenmuaoB, aabploTaHT UMIIEpaTopa, CEeroaHs AepKaJcs OT HEro Ha erne Oosee MmoyTu-
TEJILHOM PACCTOSTHUM, YeM 0ObdHO. HecuacTHsi 1oHOMIA ObUT OJ1€/IeH U TO U JIEJIO HEPBHO OIJISIIbI-
BaJICS1, TOYHO OOSICh, UTO €r0 B JT0OYI0 MUHYTY MOTYT apecTOBaTh ¥ OTIPABUTh HA raynTBaxTy. Mmrie-
parop ke OpaTa CBOel M3rHaHHOW (DABOPUTKHU HE 3aMedasl BOBCE.

BuepartiHye MBICITH ¥ pa3roBOpHI TEMEph Ka3aarch AJlekcelo Oyakbio. Bee ocTanock npexkHum:
MACMYyPHBIM U TATOCTHBIM. COJTHIIEe OBLIO CKPBITO HeMpoHUIIaeMbiM 1ojiorom Tyd. [lIpam ot Paznoma
ucye3. 7Ku3Hb BepHY/1ach Ha KPYTH CBOSL.

Koraa co cMoTpoM ObLJIO IOKOHUEHO, UMIIEPATOpP BeJies MOAATh JIoIaael u Opocuil AJeKcero:

—IIpoeabTech co MHOM. X014y MOCMOTPETH, YTO CTAJIOCH C TOPOIOM, HO €3 TOMOUYIIEro Mo3a11
OXPaHHOT'O CKOPTA.

Ha niepBblii B3IJ1s111 Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO TOPOJ], )KUBET CBOEH KU3HBIO, OY/ITO BUEPAIITHETO U He ObLIIO.
[Tpoxosxue crienmm 1o Jienam, Kojeca KapeT 1 KOMbITa Jiomaaen Mecriu cHer. Odguiiepsl 1 YMHOB-
HUKH, 3HABIIIME UMIIEPATOpPa B JIUIIO, BHICKAKWBAJIU U3 SKUTIAKEHN, YTOOBI OTAATh €My JOJDKHBIE IToYe-
CTH, TIPOCTHIE € JIOAY He MPHU3HABAIM TOCylapsi BO BCAJHUKE B MPOCTOM BOEHHOM MYHAMpPE U
MPOJOJIKAIM AyMaTh O cBoeM. Ho yem masbliie OHM eXaiu, TeM OTYeTIvBee AJeKceld MOHUMA,
YTO I[apHBIIIee BOKPYT CHOKOMCTBHE OOMaHUMBO. MHOTHE JIMIIa TIOKpbIBajia 3aCOXIIasi KOpKa rops
U CTpaxa, Jia ¥ MOJOYMHBIX OOOPBAHIIEB, CKUTABIIUXCS T10 MEpeysIkam, Kak OyaTo craso oombiie. U
B3MJISAB Y BceX OBUTM KaKWe-TO OMIAJIeBIIUE. .. BecoB MpocThie JTOaU He BHUICITHU, HO, KaK KOIIKH,
YysUTH B BO3/IyX€ YTO-TO TEMHOE M TPEBOXKHOE, TaK YTO €/IBa JIM KTO-TO M3 HUX CHaJl CIIOKOHHO
MPOIUION HOUBI0. M KOHEYHO, TaMm, rie pa3ioMHbIe TBApH B MEPBYIO K€ MUHYTY CMEJIU COJIIATCKUE
3aCJIOHBI, OHM TIPUHECITA HAa CBOMX KPBUTbX CMepThb. [IprKa3 ropokaHam CKPBIBATLCS B IIEPKBSIX ObLI
OTJIaH, Korja OMTBa yKe Havaaach, Tak 4To AJieKCell He COMHEBAJICS: OJVKAWIIKe K pa3jioMy JoMa
JOBEpXy HAOUTH OOYIJICHHBIMU TPYNamMH. XOPOIIO XOTh OH OOJIbIlle He KOMEHIAHT — mycTh [lanen
¢ JlonropykoBbIM pa3OHMpaloTcs, Ky/a IeBaTh BCe 3TH TeJla.

W Bce-Taku Koe-T/ie HeT-HeT J1a pa3/laBAIUCh paJOCTHBIE BOCKIMIIAHUS. 13 pacnaxHyThIX /1Be-
pelt TpakTHpa JOHECCs TPOMOIIACHBIH TOCT 32 3[I0pOBbE UMITEpaTopa, 00Kbei CHIIOH CIACIIero ux ot
(ppaniy3ckux Hexpucteil. OTKy/aa Te B3sUIUCh MOCPEAU CTOJUIIBI, OpaTop ymamuuBai. Mmmneparop,
YCIIBIIIIAB 3TO, YCMEXHYJICS.

— Ecnu MbI BUepa elie U Kakux-To (PpaHIly30B MOOMIIN, TO HAJIO B 3TOM Mecslie BbIaTh COJI-
Jaram jiBoriHoe xayioBanue. [Ipocneaure 3a atum, rpad.

AJekceil 1o TOro He MPUBBIK K HOBOMY THTYITY, UTO YyTh ObUIO HE 3aKPYTHJI TOJIOBOK B MOMCKAX
TOTO, K KOMY €ro BeJIMUECTBO OOparaics.

OHu CBEpHYIU K peKe, ¥ JIOMA ¥ 3allOKaIU 10 KaMHAM HaOepeKHOH. Pekre TbAUHKY My XJTH
Ha Moiike, KaKk CTYCTKH upa B OyinboHe. He oTpbiBasi 171a3 OT BOIbI, UMIIEpPATOp CKa3a:

— I'pad Oprnos Buepa norud.
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AJieKkceil BCTperneHysics.

— PasBe on y4yactBoBas B OutBe?

— He nomxen 6bu1. Korga-Tto oH yumicsi B Be4epHEM KJiacce, HO P Moel OadyIlke U YK TeM
OoJiee TIpU MaTepy CUJION B YepHO-0eTylo rBapauio HUKOro He Tampd. Hy a s He kenas BUIETh B
CBOMX BOMCKax yOWIIy MOEro OTIia, Ja U CTap OH yxke ObLI Il BOGHHOU CITyXObl. — MMmiepatop
NPUKPBUI IJ1a3a, TaKKe JKe cepble, KaK Hajle/lb Ha TuMTax HaGepesxkHor. — OHU C 109Yephio ObLUIH B
(bamHIIBHOM OCOOHSIKe, HAIILIM YOeKHIIe B JOMOBOI 1iepkBH. Ho Koryia Gechl BHIPBAIMCH U3 pa3jioMa,
OpJoB BeIOEKAJ HA YIIUITY CO IITArof u morud B 6010.

— 310... Xpabpo, — ckazan AJieKcel, XOTs, BOZMOXKHO, IMPaBUIbHEE OBUIO CKa3aTh «IJTYTIO».
Uro B30pesio B rojioBy mapeyowuiine, 4To0bl TOT PENIiICsS Ha TaKOW caMOyOMICTBEHHBIN TIOCTYIIOK ?
Heyxenu McKasl MCKYIUICHHSI TPEXOB?

— Xpabpo, — He CcTajl CopUTh UMIiepaTop. — [TpoXkUTh KM3HL JOCTOMHO OH HE CyMell, HO XOTh
yMmep noonectHo. Tombko 104k ero xkaiib. TSKeo 9T0 — CToSATh Ha TIOXOPOHAX CBOETO OTIIA.

Anekceit crioTHy. OH 3TO UCTIBITAN HA CBOEH IIIKYype.

Nmneparop oOepHYJICS K HEMY:

— IlokaxxuTe-Ka Bally mmnary.

AJiekceii HeJIoyMeHHO TTOBUHOBAJICSL.

Wmrnieparop, npuaepxkap Jiomaab, HAKJIOHWICS, pasrisabiBas KiuHOK. LllenkHyn nmo Hemy
NaJIbIEM, TPULIOKHYJT SI3bIKOM.

— 3apsiaa B Hel IOUTH HE OCTaJIoCh. BaM HykHa HOBasi — 9Ta B JIIOOOH CTHIYKE MOXET HE BbIJIEP-
XKaTb.

AJekcen TTOICKOYNII B CEJIJIE.

— He MoxeT ObITh, 4TOOBI y3ke! — BRIPBAJIOCH Y HETO.

— Bbl camu 3HaeTe, JOJbIIIe YEThIPeX MECSIIEB XOJIOIHOE OPYKUE U3 OCBAIIEHHOH CTaJI OOBIYHO
He ciyxuT. To, 4To 3Ta IImnara He MOABOAMIIA BAC TaK JIONTO, 3aCIyra BCeX LepKBei U cOOOpOB, Tjie
ee ocesamani. Ho naxe y Takoi MOIITHOM 3aKaJIKU €CTh CPOK.

—Ho... — Anekceii uyTh ObUIO He OPSIKHYJI «HO OHa ke ocoOeHHast !». [la, mmara Obuta ocoOeH-
HO#1 — 17151 Hero. OT TOro oHa He TIOJHUMAJIACh HaJl 3aKOHAMU TIPUPOIBL.

Wmriepatop BIJIsIENCS B €0 UCKA3UBILIEECs JIULIO.

—Yero 310 THI? Yk 17151 TeOSI-TO CHIIIEM INTary He Xyxe. A eciiu MajibTa CHOBa CTaHET Hallle,
TO, MOXET, OTTY/Ia MPHIILTIOT YTO-HUOY/Ib 0CO00 BIIAIOIIEECS.

CoKpOBHIIa TOCIUTAIBLEPOB AJIEKCest He MHTEPECOBAJIH.

— Huuero, Baiiie BelmyuecTBO, MPOCTO... DTa MINara MHE CTOJIKO pa3 JKHM3Hb criacayia, 00Xo-
IUThCS O6e3 Hee OyaeT TPY/IHO.

— Pasge 310 nprunna? Opykue Ha TO ¥ OPYKHUe, YTOObI KU3Hb XO3MHY CIlacaTh, a Kak U3HO-
CUTCS1, IOWTH Ha MeperuiaBky. Eciu 1eno Toabpko B 3TOM. ..

— He Tonbko, — BbiIaBiI AJieKcel CKBO3b JyIalliee CMyIIeHre. — DTO MOJapOK BAIIEro BeJIu-
yectBa. OH MHe OY€Hb JIOPOT, U MHE HPaBUTCSI KIMETh €ro TpH ceode.

CekyHay umrneparop Modat. [ToTom ero riiasza JOBOJIBLHO OJECHYJIH.

— Hy Tak 6bl cpa3y u ckazall, — IPUTIOTHSB YIOJKHU I'y0, OH BepHyJ Asiekcelo mmary. — Toraa
MOCMOTPHM, 4TO MOXKHO cJieJiaTh. [{epKOBb MOBTOPHBIM OCBSIIIIEHHEM He 3aHUMAETCSI, HO 51 CITPOILITY
y rpaca JIutre — ObITh MOXKET, Y TOCIIUTATILEPOB €CTh CBOU CIIOCOOBI.

AJiekceid BIOKWII IITIary B HOXKHBI M TIOCJIAJT JIONIA/Ib BCJIE] 32 TPOHYBIIUMCS B ITyTh UMIIEpa-
TOPOM.

«Henumposa npasa, — mojgiyMait OH, 4yBCTBYS, KaK paclupaeT rpyab MOIJYaIuBasi cBemias ona-
roflapHOCTh. — KOHEUHO ke, OH IOOpHIA — Jake OT TAKUX MeJIOYeH He OTMaXUBACTCH. . .»

Ecim Obl TONIBKO €ro BeJMYecTBO ¢ AJIEKCAHAPOM BEPUIIU JPYT IPYyry OOJIbIIE. . .
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Korga Ha oOpaTHOM myTH Jiolaad MHHOBaIM [JoM BOJBHOTO 3KOHOMHUYECKOTO OOIIECTBa,
PSIIOM OCTAHOBWJICS €AYIIMI MUMO SKHUMaK. AJIEKCel OKUIal IPUBBIYHOTO PUTYasia MPUBETCTBUS,
HO BBITTPHITHYBIIWH W3 KapeThl MyKUYMHA KPUKHYJT:

— Baire BenmuecTBo, s Bac BeCh JieHb My !

310 ObLI JTIOPH YUTBOPT.

OHu octaHOBWJIM Jiomaied. Eciiu cMOTpeTh Ha Hero ¢ cejisia, aHIJIMICKUI TIOCIaHHUK YKe He
KazaJicsl TAKUM BBICOKMM U HallbIIIeHHBIM. HalMeHHy10 YBaHIMBOCTb CErofiHsl 3aMEHSI0O B3BOJHO-
BaHHOE pa3[pakeHue.

3a ero cuHOM B TIIyOMHE KapeThl CHjesa KeHIMHA C HAJIMEHHO B3JEPHYTHIM TOAOOPOAKOM,
Y He MO/lyMaBIIiasi BbIJIE3TH BCIIE/ 32 CBOUM CITYTHUKOM. [IpUTIsiieBIINCh K ee TOUeHOMY MTPpOuIIio,
Adnekceil npu3Ha rocnoxy JKepeorony.

— Wckamm? — yausuiicst uMrieparop. — 3aueM? Bbl 3a0bUIH, KaK UCIIPAIIUBATh ayTUESHINN 7

YUTBOPT OTBETHJT XMYPBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Ecnmu ciyxu nipaBiuBbl, TeHepasia BoHanapTa Bel He 3aCTaBJIsUIM MCHPAIINBATH AyJUEHIINH.

— IlepBoro koHcyna Bonanapra, — monpasui ummnepartop. — Corjacurech, MpaBUTENIN CTPaH
o0maTcs Mexy coOou 1Mo WHBIM MpaBmwiaM. Ho roBopure, ecim BaM Tak yrogHo. S ciayimaro.

YUTBOPT MOAOK AT, HE COMIET JIM UMITEPATOP Ha 3eMJII0, HO TOT ocTascs B cefyie. [lompauHeB
elle CribHee, YUTBOPT B3IEPHY. MOAOOPOIOK.

— Tak 310 npaBaa? Baie BesmyecTBo 3akmounan Mup ¢ Ppanimeii?

— OdwurnmanbHOro 0OBsABICHUS ellle He ObUTo. — ViMmeparop MOTHS I71a3a K MacMypHOMY
HeOy. — Ho ecn Bam Tak BakHO 3HaTh, 1a. BoeBble neiicTBrs OyayT MpeKpaiieHbl, a Hallla apMust
— BO3BpanieHa Ha3aj. ['ocroauH nepBbiii KOHCYJT OKa3ajl MHE HEOLICHUMYIO YCIIYTY, sl CAMTAI0 CBOMM
JOJITOM OTBETUTh MY TOH ke JIIOE3HOCTHIO.

— VI BBI Tak 3a1rrpocTo HapyIaeTe npekHUe JOrOBOPEHHOCTH ? — YUTBOPT TOYHO HE BEPUJI CBOUM
yliam.

— 4 Hapymaio JIOTOBOPEHHOCTH? — MMIIEpaTop CBEPKHYI I71a3aMu. — CTpaHbl KOAJIMIIUKM HE
OKa3aJIM MOMM 3arpaHMYHbIM BOMCKaM U JECATOM JA0JH MOJJIEPKKU, KOTOpyio obemmanu! A yx BaM 1
BOBCE JIETKO TOBOPUTDH — BbI, aHITIMYaHe, pa30pachiBaeTech 30JI0TOM, HO He JoapMu. Eciu nymaere,
YTO, OTCHKMBAsICh HA CBOEM OCTPOBE, MOXKETe MOMpPeKaTh MEHs TeM, UTO 51 HEJOCTATOYHO YCEPAHO
BOEBaJI, BbI TaK K€ TIIYIIbI, Kak rocroxa yKepeO1ioBa, KoTopas JyMaeT, uTo sl He PasIIsiKy ee B IMOJy-
Mpake 3Toi KapeTbl. Bol, Onbra AsiekcaHapoBHA, BEPHO, 3a0bUTH, KaK TOJIAaracTcsi MPUBETCTBOBATh
CBOEro umrneparopa?

CuitysT B KapeTe B3APOTHYII, M U3 CyMpaka BeIHBIPHYJIA JKEHIIMHA, OOJIaueHHast B cepeOprcToe
UIaThe U3 JOpOororo Imenka. Ha ee e oqHOBpeMEeHHO YMTaIMCh ONAcKa M IPUTOPHAST JTIOOE3HOCTb.
CrynuB Ha Tayibli cHer, JKepeOiioBa mpucesna B I-TyOOKOM peBepaHce.

— V3BuHMTE, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, — BBIIOXHYJIA OHA, XJIOMasi pecHUIIaMu. — $1 3aipemasna npsimo
B KapeTe, MokeTe ce0e 9TO MPeACTaBUTh?

— OueHb HEOCMOTPHTENHHO C Ballleil CTOPOHBI, — 3aMeTHJI umrepartop 6e3 ynbioku. — [IpaBuna
OZIMHAKOBHI JIJIs1 BCeX. §l BpaBe MpUKa3aTh apecToBaTh BaC 32 HEYBaKEHUE K TOCYyAapIo.

KepeodtoBa nodnenHena. MUMO Kak pa3 MPOXOAWIT OTPsi IBapAeHIeB, PUILIEIIINX CMEHUTD
Kapayil.

— Bel, Hazeiock, nryTuTe, — BMeImaiicsi YUuTBopT, xmypsi Oposu. — B IlerepOypre Teneps u xeH-
IIMH HA TayNTBaXxTy OTHPABJISIOT?

Ero BenmuecTBO Be/ib M3BECTEH CBOUMHU JIETKOMBICTIEHHBIMU OCTPOTAMH. . .

— Oruero ke He OTHpaBsATh? JKEeHIIMHbBI — TaKKe ke MO MOJJaHHbIe, KaK U Bce npoune. Wun
Orbra AJiekcaHapoBHa ycriesa MPUHATH MOJIAHCTBO AHIJIUM ?

Brimaz Obu1 JTMIIIEH U3SIIIECTBa, HO AJIEKCEI0 ¥ CaMOMY TIOPSIIKOM HAJI0€JI0 KOYEHETh MOJ 3UM-
HUM BeTpoM. JIagHo ObI pajivt 4ero moje3Horo, a TyT — YBAHJIMBBIN aHIIMYAHUH J]a CECTPa MPOKJIATHIX
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3y00BBIX, KOTOpasi B HOTaxX y €ro BeJIMYeCTBa BAJIATHCS JIOMKHA 32 TO, UTO TOT HE BHIC/IA €€ BMeCTe
c Oparbsimu. U y HUX elrie XBaTaeT HAarJIoCTH N300paxaTh OCKOPOJIEHHOE TOCTOUHCTRO. . .

— O Her, — OTPBIBUCTO NPOU3HEC YUTBOPT. — B TOM, UTO BHI He AenaeTe CKUIIOK KEeHIIMHAM,
s1 UMeJT BOBMOKHOCTb YOEIUThCS ellle BUepa.

Anekceil He cpazy OCO3HAJI, YTO MMEHHO TOT UMEET B BHUIY, HO KOTAA IMOHST — HECKOJBKO
CEeKyHJ ObLT yBEpEH, UTO MMIIepaTop ceiluac ke 3aToMmueT aHIJIMACKOTO TIOCJTaHHUKA HACMEPTh.

Bwmecto 3toro ToT, Cy3uB I71a3a, KPUKHYIL:

— TI'ocrioga reapaevitib !

[Matpyns TOTYaC MOBEpPHYJCS, TOTOBBIN MCHOIHUTH JII0OOE TOBeieHre. MimMmepaTop XOnoaHo
YIBIOHYJICS.

— Bynpre 100ps! apecToBath rocnioxy KepeOroBy. S1 HaUMHAIO MMOO3PEBaTh €€ He TOJNBKO B
HEYBaKEHHHU K TOCYIapIo, HO U B OMacHbIX cBs3sX. [lopyunte ee 3a6otam nomummeiictepa Yynkosa.

He noxunasich HIUbe peakivu, OH MyCTHJI JIOIa b K JBOPILY. AJIeKCel MOCKaKa CaeoM. 3a
CITMHOM TOCTIBIIIAJIMCH IITyMHBIE TIPENMPaTeIbCTBA, HO €Ba JIM OHU MOTJIM Ye€M-TO IIOMOYb. OTJisipl-
BaTbCsl AJIEKCEl He CTall, OIHAKO OT BOMPOCA HE yepKaJCs:

— Barie BesuecTBoO, BbI B CAMOM Jielie COOMpaeTech MoCaIuTh €€ B KPerocThb?

Nmrnieparop nomopumics.

— Pazymeercs, ee otmyctaT emme 1o Hour. Ho eciti OHa XOThb BIIOJIOBUHY TaK ke TPYCJIMBA, KAk
ee OpaThsl, 3TO OTYUUT ee KJIeBaTh HOCOM PsIZIOM C UMIIEPATOPCKUM ABOPIIOM. f Typak, 4To cpasy He
n30aBuII cedst OT BCEro MxX ceMercTBa. — OH moMpayuHes. — A MOXET, s IypaK, pa3 Ha MATOM AeCsTKE,
yXe BCTYIUB Ha MPECTOI, He MOTY 3a0BITh OOM/IbI, HAHECEHHBIE MHE B Yroly Moei Matepu. U Kak Tyt
OBITh BEJIMKMM TOCYAapeM, €CIIM TaK M TaK OKaXEIbCs IIyToM?

AJnexceil He caepikall yIMBJIECHUS.

— HukTto He mocMeeT Ha3BaTh Ballle BEIMYECTBO IIIyTOM HU 3a MPOSIBJIEHHOE MUJIOCEPANE, HU
yX TeMm OoJiee 3a TO, UTO BBl HE TPOIaeTe Mep3aBIiaM CTaphIX MperpenieHuni !

— Ja kakue Tam mperpeuieHusi? — umneparop ¢uipkHyl. — Tak, Menkue nakoct. Camomy
CMEIITHO OT TOTO, YTO /IO CHX MOp IMOMHIO, KaK OIHAX bl UMeJl HEOCTOPOKHOCTD COTJIACUTHLCS B UeM-
T0 ¢ [InaroHom 3y00BBIM, a TOT BCEMY CTOITY OOBSIBUJI, UTO B TAKOM CJIydae, JOJKHO ObITh, CMOPO3HUJ
CTpaIIHYIO [TynocTh. Takoe He3aueM MOMHUTS, a 51 TOMHIO. Pa3Be He riryno?

— 4l Baremy BenMuecTBY He Cybsl, — AJIeKcel OTBe 171a3a. — Ho 51 BOT OMHIO B JIMIIO KaX/0T0,
KTO TIOKOJIAUMBAJT MEHSI B KaJIETCKOM KOpITyCe.

«W cnumkom MHOTHE U3 HUX — BCE ellle KUBYT MPHUIIEBAIOUN».

— J1a? — 3auHTepecoBAJICSI MMITEPAaTOp. — A TPOrHa ObI THI UX BCEX CO CIYXKOBI, Oy/Ib 3TO B
TBOEW BJ1acTU?

— Her, Baie BenimuectBo. — OHM MOABEXAH K KPBUIbILY Y CIIPHITHYJIH B CIISIKOTD. — Ecim siionn
TOJIKOBBIE — ITYCTh THYT CITUHBI.

«M cMOTpAT, KaK BBICOKO BO3HECCS 51».

— Jla 6bU1M © TONKOBBIE, — XMBIKHYJI UMITEPATOP.

W 3amarain K yiecTHALE.

CBOMX IOKOEB IlecapeBUY He MOKU 11, Ha 00e/lax 1 y)KUHAX He TIPUCYTCTBOBA. AJIeKcel Hajle-
SUICSI, TAKOBBI OBLIIM PACTIOpPsDKEHHUSI JIeKapsi, a He UMITepaTopa, HO CIIpaIliBaTh, TaK JIM 3TO, OOSLICS.
BbIX0aMI10, YTO OCBEIOMUTBCS O 370POBbE AJIEKCaHpa MOKHO OBLIO TOJIBKO JIMYHO, HO JIeJT HaBa-
JIUJIOCh CTOJIBKO, YTO YAYYUTh MUHYTKY YIAJI0Ch TOJIBKO Yepe3 Heeio.

AJieKcaHp cujiell B KPeciie M YMTaJl YTO-TO B OJIEIHOM CBETe TYMAHHOTO JHs. BosibHast Hora
TIOKOMJIaCh Ha 6apXElTHOI71 MOoAYyHIKE, U IIPUBETCTBOBATDL I'OCTA EMY IMPUIIIIOCH CUIA.

— Tsl Bce-Taku 000 MHE He 3a0bLT, — AJIEKCAaHAP YJIBIOHYJICS, HO KaK-TO Bsislo. MOXeT, Jiekapb
TIOKJI €r0 JIypMaHSIIIMMU CHaI00bsiMK. — Cauch, 4To Ha Iopore cTosTh? MokeM BMecTe IOYHTATb.
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2. Jlumur. «Tema y TpoHa»

AJekceil OIyCTHIICS Ha COCEHEE KPECIO U 3aIsiHYJI B APSXJIYIO PYKOIKCh, TOIJIOTUBILYIO BHU-
MaHue AJIeKcaHapa.

— Yr0 310?

— IIpoTokon nonpoca napesuya Anekces. Buguius? 3aecs nognucanics [lerp Augpeesuy Tor-
croii u cam Ilerp Benukuii.

— 3aueM BBl 3TO ynTaere?

— Ero BenmyecTBo npuciai, — ynsloka Ajiekcanapa Tpemaia no msam. — C IpUIucKon, 4to
13 3TOTO YTHBA 51 U3BJIEKY OOJIBIIIE TTOJIB3bI, YeM U3 Tparenuii Bombrepa. I1oka 4To U3BJIEK TOIBKO TO,
YTO MO/ MBITKAaMH U3 YeJIOBeKa MOXHO BBITAIIUTD JTI000E MPU3HAHME.

ITo 3arpuBKy mporiescs XoJI0I0K. AJIeKCel OTKPBUI POT, YTOOB TOA0OpATh OMpaBIaHUE, HO HEe
cpazy Haiues. Jlaxke ecv 3TO IIyTKa, TO CJUIIKOM 3J1asl.

ITomsBIIICh, OH BBIKAI:

— Ero BenmyecTBO MpoCTO MpeocTeperaeT Bac OT HOBBIX HEOOJyMaHHBIX TIOCTYIKOB. BbI ke
3HaeTe, OH HUKOTAa Obl He TIOCTYIII C BAMU TaK, Kak Iletp Benmukuii — co cBoum ceiHoM. [a 1 TaitHast
DKCIeANIIUS YKE HE MBITACT JIIO/ICH.

Yero yx Tam, XOTSl BHa4YaJle CBOETO IPABJICHUs UMIIEpATOp BeJieJl YCTAHOBUTh Ha IUIOIIAASX
BUCEJIMIIBI — MpayHOEe HAlIOMUHAHUE JJIs TeX, KTO MOMBIIUISET HApyLIUTh 3aKOH, — 3a 3TH JIBa C
TMOJIOBUHOM roJja HUKOTO ellle He MPUrOBOPWIIM K cMepTH. HeT, nmneparop Obl HUKOTTA. . .

AJeKkcaHIp CTEKJISIHHO paccMesiyIcs.

— Kakoii xopommmii BocriuTaTenbHbi ipueM. CTpaHHO, uTo 6a0yIKa He BKJIIOYIJIA €ro B CBOE
HACTaBJIEHHUE O TOM, KaK I0JIaraeTcsi BOCIUTHIBATh JETENl.

— Bame BricouecTsBo. ..

— He 30Bu meHs Tak! — Ajiekcanip caM B3[pOTHYJ OT CBOErO Pe3KOro TOHA. 3aKpbll JIMLO
pykoii. — ['ociogu. .. M 3a4eM TOJIBKO OH OTMEHMIT yKa3 o npectonoHacnenun? Chemnan Obl 1iecape-
BruueM KoHcranTrHa wim Hukonasi, a MeHst Obl OcTaBUI B IOKO€. MOJKHO OIyMaTth, 51 XO4y IPaBHTh!
B rpo0y s Buen u mpectos, ¥ BCe STU NPUIBOPHbIE MHTPUTH.

— Anekcanap [1aBnoBuy, — rosioc AJiekcesi 10 TOro He MOAXOIWI JIJIs1 JJACKOBBIX YBEIlIeBaHUM,
YTO OH CaM NMOMOPUIWICS. — Bbl crmIKoM OIU3KO K cepally MpUHUMAeTe CI0Ba, KOTOPhIE BAll OTeI
CKa3aJI B THEBE, B CAMBIN TSKEJIBINA IEHb CBOEU KU3HM.

AJeKcaH/ip OTIIBBIPHYJT PYKOMHCh, OYITO SIZIOBUTYIO TATIOKY.

— MHe 310 npuciai He B TOT ke JIeHb, — nporieu oH. — ['pacdpa CtporaHoBa He B TOT ke JIeHb
OTOCJIAJIU C JUIUIOMAaTUYECKON MUCCHEN. AJIeKCaHIpa yexajla He B TOT ke JieHb. M Thl He 3ameTui,
yT0 Matyika ¢ KypakuHbIM Bce ellie He BO3BpaTHiIuCh U3 ['arunHbl?

— [Notromy uto B ropose moka HedezonacHo. [laxe acan ABopia erne Koe-rje ochkimaercs. 5
Obl TOE TIOBPEMEHIJT BO3BPAIIATh CIOJIA CYIPYTY C MAJICHbKUMH JIETbMH.

AnekcaHp MOMOPIIUJICS.

— Tel cam 3HaeMb, 4TO €10 HE B 3TOM. Tak HUKTO HE BBICKAXKET eMy, uTo aymaeT. U 3a MeHs
HEKOMY BCTYIMTHCSI.

AJnexceil ycTas oBTOPATH OTHO U TO XKe.

— BbI Tak roBopurte, Oy/ITO Bac yKe apecTOBAJIM U TOTOBSITCS 3aKJII0UUTH B KpernocTh. Bam 3ampe-
IIEHO MOKUJIATh MOKOU?

— Mos HOora MHe 3arpeniaer.

3HAuuT, HET.

— U, cyns no Tomy, Kak XOpOILIO Bbl OCBEOMIJIEHBI, KOTO Ky[a OTIPABJISIOT U HE OTIPABJISIOT,
rocTeil K BaM TOXe MYCKaI0T CBOOOJIHO.

— Hekotopbix — ny4inie Obl He mycKast, — OypkHys Anekcanap. — ['pa¢ [anuH, kaxercs, BOoO-
pasu ce0s1 MOMM HOBBIM JIUIIIUM ApPYroM. Bce XoauT cripaBisiTbesi O MOEM CaMOYyBCTBHM. Pertm,
YTO HAIIIeJI BO MHE coOpara 1o rajiodoouu.
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2. Jlumur. «Tema y TpoHa»

— Tak mouemy BHI BefieTe ceOsl Tak, OyATO Bac JiepkaT B 3acTeHKax [leTporaBioBCKOM Kpero-
ctu?

Ha nune Anekcanipa 3actbljia TOCKA.

— Hy KOHEUYHO ThI BO BCEM C HUM COIJIACEH.

B 3TOM 1BOpIIE C THICSYBIO YIIIEH Jake MPOCTOe «He BO BCEM» MOIJIO CTaTh ISl AJIeKcest POKO-
BbIM. OH B3/I0XHYIIL.

—9T10 npaB/a, 51 ciyra ceoero ummneparopa. Ho ee s Bain gpyr. Masio KTo kesnaer Mupa Mexay
BaMU JIByMsI Tak, Kak s1. 1 eciu s1 Bepio, 4To ellle He MO3/IHO BCe UCITPABUTD, HEYKeJU HE BEPUTE Bbl?

I'pyctHas ynpiOka KocHynach ryd Asiekcanpa.

— Kpome Bepsbl, MHE HUUEro JPyroro U He OCTaeTcsl.

CeromHs OH KyJa MeHbIIIe TIOXO/WUJT Ha aHTesia U Kyzia OoJibliie — Ha MOHYPOro ImeHKa. Jlaxke
3aX0TeJIOCh BCTPENaTh eMy BOJIOCHI, OYATO OH HE HACIITHUK MIPeCcTosia, a ero MI/IIINI Opart.

— He ropioiite, Anekcanp [aBioBud. — Aniekceit moaHsiics ¢ Kpecia. — M paau Bcero cBsToro,
MOYMTANTE YTO-HUOYh HE TAKOE MpayHOe. XOTHUTE, TPUIILTIO BaM YTO-HUOYIb IO BOEHHOU TaKTHUKe?
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2. Jlumur. «Tema y TpoHa»

I'naBa 2
YepHast XBOpb

Haponsbie ryfistHbsI pa3BepHY/IMCh C TAKUM pa3MaxoM, YTO JIaXe CTaJM MOroBapuBaTh O BO3-
BpaIllcHUM eKaTepUHUHCKOTO Beka. [lo PoxaecTBa ocTaBasioch eile HECKOIBKO JHEH, HO TOpoKaHe
BBICHINAJIM Ha YJIMIly B IpPKUX HapsJax W He3aTEeMIMBBIX yKpalleHus1X. HUKTO yxe He HblI 0 3anpere
T, XKUJIETOB U OCO6€HHLIX COUYeTaHUN IIBETOB. Bce xorenu nuimn OJHOrO: C6pOCI/ITI) THET MUHYB-
IIero ykaca ¥ HaBcerja o0 HeM M03a0bITh.

[Tpoesxasi ¢ yTpa mo ropomy, Ajekcedl BCIOAy BUjIEN Becesible JIMIA, PaCKpPacHEeBIIUECS OT
MOpO3a U TOPSYUTEIbHBIX HAMUTKOB. OCKasb3bIBAsCh HA JIbIY, HOCUIVCH APYT 3a JIpyroMm peds-
THUIIKKA. 32 HAMH, 3aJIUBasiCh BO30YKJICHHBIM JIaeM, PHICKIN cOOaku. TyT ¥ TaM TOpYAIM MPHIIO-
POIIEHHBIE CHETOM €JIOBBIC BETBU: KTO-TO IMPUIAKUBAJI UX HaA 3aAlIATKH Kape€T, KTO-TO — K TOpUaM
KpBIII, KTO-TO — B ITyCTYIOIME 3UMOM HABECHbIE TOPIIKH, 3a00TIMBO YKPEIUICHHbIE MeTaJlihye-
CKUMU pelleTKaMid B COOTBETCTBUU C TMOCJIEAHMM YKa30M umImeparopa. Jlaxe o Takux Mesouax,
KaK TIaJJaloII1e Ha TOJIOBHI MPOXOKKX TOPIIKY C IIBETAMHU, €r0 BEJIMYECTBO HAXOIWIT BpeMs 1o3a00-
TUTBHCA. .. Bripouem, ceiiyac OOJBIIYIO YIPO3y HECIM COCYJIbKH, BCIOAY HABUCIIUE JICASTHBIMU TPO3-
nabsivu. OHaKO AJIeKceld, caM MOOBIBABIIINI KOMEHIaHTOM, TIOHUMAJT, 4TO O0pbOa ¢ HUMU — CU3U(dOB
TPYZ, U HE CIIENIWII NIEHATH JI0NropyKkoBy 32 HEPAIUBOCTb.

TopxkecTBeHHBII TpUeM B 3MMHEM ABOPIIE ObLT CTOMIb OONBITUM U BaXXHBIM COOBITHEM, UTO HE
SIBUTHCSI OBLIO HEJb3s, JJake eC/Ii BHUMaHUsl TpeOOoBasH Jiesia o3Haunmee. [Toka He ObUT Ha3HAYEeH
HOBBIN JUPEKTOP KAJIETCKOTO KOPITyca, B3ATh Ha ceOs1 00513aHHOCTH ITOKOMHOTO reHepaia MeImccuHo
npunuiock Aliekcero. [Ipeskie OpocuTh jea B yUWIUIIE Ha CaMOTeK JI0 Ha3HAYSHUS] HOBOTO TUPEeK-
TOpa CYUTAJIOCHh HOPMAJIBHBIM, HO AJIEKCeH CIIUIIIKOM XOPOIIIO TIOMHUJI UCTAaUBAIOIIETO OTIIA U TIPO-
HU3BIBAIOIINIA JJO KOCTEN XOJIO]I.

Tak 4TO Tereph K yxke MPUBBIYHBIM CTOMKAM OyMar Ha CTOJie eXeTHEBHO MPHUOaBJIsiach eIe
omHa. CeoBaTh CBOEMY MPABIITY CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TPYAHEE — MOJIe3Has IS TOCYIapCTBa IPUBBIYKA
BBIHOCUTD pEIIeHHS 110 BCEM BOMPOCaM B JIeHb UX MOCTYIUICHHUS IJIOXO CKa3blBAIACh HA 37J0POBBE.
AJiekcell cHOBa YYAOBUIITHO HEOOCHIIAT: ITPUXOOHUJIOCH BbI6I/IpaTb MCEKIAY YEPHBIMU TCHAMU 11O/ IJ1a-
3aMU U HACKBO3b YepHOU paaykKoi. [loka OH yaepKuBajCsS U He kel OeCOBCKYI0 SHEPruio Harmpo-
MaJIylo — He XBaTajo CHOBA BIACTh OT Hee B 3aBUCUMOCTh. HO HaBaJMBaBIIasCs MO Beuepam TyTiast
yCTAJIOCTh OblJTa HEMHOTHM JTY4IIle MIPEKHEN YyIOBUIITHOM CIab0CTH.

B 3ane, Mepriaoriem ThiCsUel cBevel, U Iary ObUIO He CTYIUTh, HU ¢ KEM He CTOJIKHYBIIIUCh.
I[aM])I B POCKOUIHBIX IVIATbAX TAHYJIN yJIbI6KI/I, BOCHHBLIC B CTPOIrX MyYHIHUPaX YOIIOPHO paCKJIaHHWBa-
JIMCH JIPYT C apyroM. M Bce BceX MO3PaBIIsIN, XOTs MOJIOBHUHA U TIOBOJIA CETOIHSIIITHETO TOPXKECTBA
He noHumasna. PoxnaectBo? Her, oo He cerogns. JlocTukeHue 1iecapeBUYeM JBAALIATH JIBYX JIET?
Her, xonaT ciyxu, 4ro TOT efia i He Tiox apectoMm. HoBast modena dpenpamapinana? Her, ¢ @pan-
[IUeH, Kaxercs, 3aKmoueH Mup. Ho GONBITMHCTBO TIOBOJOM M HE WHTEPECOBAJIOCH: TIOCYIAUUTh /1a
MOBECENIUTHCS, Pa3 UMITEPATOP B KOM-TO BEKU MO3BOJISIET, — YeM He IMOBOA?

AJlekcell HampacHO UCKaJI cpeu OeceAyIMX U TaHIYOIIUX BEIbMOX XOTh KOro-HUOY/Ib, C
KEM XOTeJIOCh Obl 3aroBOpUTh. OTCYTCTBHE MMIIEPATPUIIbI, BETUKUX KHSKOH U IJIABHOTO TPUIBOP-
HOro Becesbyaka KypakuHa Opocasioch B I1a3a He MeHblIle, YeM IycToe MecTo psiioM ¢ Enm3zaBeroit
AnekceeBHor. Cynpyry 1iecapeBuya paspiekan Oecegoil Agam YapTophIiiCKUi, HO, CKOJTBKO AJIeK-
Cell HU BIVISLOBIBAJICS, IPYTUX MOJIOJBIX APY3€W HAC/IEHUKA OH HE YBUJEIL.

Anekceii HeyI0THO noeskuiics. Heyxenu Asiekcanip rpaB ¥ UMIIepaTop HAMEPEHHO OTCTaBJISIET
OT JBOpa ONMM3KUX ChIHY JIofei? B To, 4TO BBICIAIM HE TOJIBKO U3BECTHOIO CBOMMHU SIKOOMHCKMMU
cumnatussmMu CTporaHoBa, HO U JKUBYILETO B ero jome HoBocuiblieBa, Asiekcei elie Mor OBEpUTb,
HO KouyOeit ObUT MJIEMSIHHUKOM M BOCITUTAHHUKOM KHS3s1 Be30oposiko — ero Tak 3ampocro He yoe-
pemb. [IpaBna, u camoro kaniyiepa Ajiekcell B OCIEAHUE HEJIed He BUJIE. ..
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2. Jlumur. «Tema y TpoHa»

HenmnoBoi, pasymeercsi, Toxe He ObLIO. AJIEKCEl 3aMeTWs TOJbKO ee Opara, HerpuKasH-
HBIM TPU3PAKOM HIaTaBIerocs o 3ainy. Kak 31o ObIBasio co BceMu, KOMY CO JIHsI Ha JIeHb Mpeape-
KaJI1 Omajy, BOKPYT O€AHSATH pa3pacTaics My3blpb OTUYKJIEHHUsI, BE/Ib UMIIEPATOPCKasi HEMUJIOCTb,
MOI00HO 3apa3HOMY HEJyTy, MOTJIa MEPEeKUHYTHCS Ha JIIOZIEH M0 COCE/ICTBY.

He3HakoMBbIX JIMII TOKE XBaTajlo: MHOTHX BOEGHHBIX repeBenu B [letepOypr mo ciyxOe — Boc-
TIOJIHSATH TIOHECEHHBbIE B OMTBE 32 TOPOJI IOTEPH, a APYTMe XOTENM y3HaTh, OTYEro B CTOJMIIEC JaBeva
MIOJIHSIICA Tako# meperionox. [ToiHo ObUI0 M HA3HAYEHIIEB, 3AMEHSIBILINX TeX, KOTO €ro BeJMYECTBO
OTCTABUJI CO CITYXKObI 32 HEPAAUBOCTh. YKPAJIKOW IIyTUIIN, YTO TAK HEIOJTO U JIIO/ISIM B CTPaHEe 3aKOH-
YHUTBCS, HO AJIeKcesl 9TH IIYTKU pa3apaxany. [1pu nokoiHo# uMrieparpuiie 6e30eIbHIKN U JTN30-
OMIOIbI rONAMU CHJIEJM Ha HEe3aCTyKeHHBIX TIOCTaX, TAK YTO IMYCTh YK JIy4llle BCE BCEX CMEHSIOT, ITOKa
HE Mo10epyTCs TOCTOWHBIE JTIOM.

— Koro-To norepstiu, rpad?

AJiekceil B3IpOrHyJI — COBCEM He 3aMeTUJI BCTagIero psigoM rpada Pocromunna. Bo3pparien-
HBI U3 OTCTaBKU 3a Mapy HeJesb A0 pelaioneid OUTBbI, TOT He 3aMe/ITUT BEPHYTHCS K YBAHJIUBBIM
MaHepaM TalHOTO COBETHUKA M TeTlepb KAPTUHHO MOKAYMBAJ B U3SIIHON pyke OOKasl BUHA.

— Kus3sa Be306opoako 4To-TO He BUAATh, — MPOIEAUT AJieKcel, HEBOJBHO MOAOOPABIIKCE.
Eme co BpemeH ['aTurHbI OH MPUBBIK AaTh OT POCTOMUMHA TOJIBKO MOJKOIOK Ja 3aByaJTMPOBAHHBIX
HacMellIeK.

Ho ToT okuHy 3211 GEIIBIM B3IJISIOM.

— HeiictBuTenbHO. $1 ero ¢ Toil HOUM He BUE. 3HAYNT, OOJIEH WM B HEMUJIOCTH — 3TO cerlvac
OJIHO U TO Ke€.

Anekceit 3a0bL1, UTO XOTEJ OTBETHTh, — €0 OTBJIEKJIO MPOMCXOASIIEE Ha PYyroM KOHIIE 3aJ1a.
HmmniepaTtopy BOOLYIIIEBIEHHO FOBOPUJ YTO-TO CTATHBIN MY’KUMHA, 32 PyKY KOTOPOTO JIepXkaach Yep-
HsIBasl IEBYIIIKA B MaJIMHOBOM IulaThe. MiMriepaTop BHICIYIIMBAT MYKYMHY C HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM OJla-
TOCKJIOHHOCTBIO — AJIEKCel BHJIEJ 3TO N0 HAKJIOHY ero rojioBsl. [IotoM 1 BoBce paccmesiics, cKa-
3aJ1 HECKOJIBKO CJIOB M TTOBEPHYJICS K CITyTHHUIIE MYKUMHBI. C yIbIOKOM POTSAHY el pyKy. [leByIika
C TOTOBHOCTBIO OMepiiach Ha Hee, U MOJ TPSHYBIIMIA BUTOK MEJIOAMH Tapa MOIUIbUIA B MEJIEHHOM
TaHLE.

— 310 eme KTo? — AJieKceil He IOTPYAWIICS U3THATh U3 IOJI0Ca HEMPUSI3Hb.

Pocromuun npuntypucs.

— Houb Ilerpa BacunbeBnua JlomyxuHa. OH MOCKOBCKMIA CEHATOp, a €€ MHOTHE Ha3bIBAIOT
camo¥U MmpeJiecTHOM AeBUlled B crapol cronuiie. Bripouem, 310, pazymeercsi, BOIPOC BKYyca.

«W 4ro xe stot JlonmyxuH 31ech 3a0b117»

Ho mbiciu PocTomunHa yxe ObLH O IPyroM.

— I'nagure, BoH rpad IlaneH. Y Hero u cnpocum o CyapOe HaIero qpakailiero KaHiyiepa.
[Terp AnekceeBuu! Bbl, cy4aiiHO, HE 3HaeTe, YTO CTAJIOCh CO CBETJICHIIIMM KHsI3eM?

[Ipu BHIe NMOBEpHYBILErOCs K HAM OCAHHCTOTO ryoepHaropa AJieKcedl BHYTpPEHHE TOMOp-
HIWJICS. DTOTO elle He XBaTalo. . .

— C xua3em be3doponko? — IManeH ogapuit ux 000UX JAPYKETIOOHOM YIBIOKOH. — S crbiman,
€My HE3[I0OpPOBUTCS.

N BeuHO OH Bce PO Beex 3HACT. ..

— AX BOT OHO 4TO, — Ha 1110 PocTonmunHa Haromsma ckyka. — A MbI-To ¢ rpagoM ApakdyeeBbIM
yXKe pelIiu. .. — OH He JOKOHYMII, OCTaBUB KOHEIl (ppa3bl 3710BelIe O0NTaThCs B BO3/AYXE.

— O MHOTrOM HaYMHAEIIIb JyMaTh MO-IPYroMYy, KOT/Ia JKMBEIIb TIO]T AEBU30M «memento mori», —
3araiouHo yneiOHyscs [aneH. — Tak Bbl Bce 0 cBemieiieM KHsa3e? MHe moKa3anoch, Bbl 00CY K Jau
rocrioguHa Jlonyxusa.

— Ha, rpad crpaimmmBai, KTO OH.

— ITO Halll HOBBIY TeHepaJI-MPOKYpop. — AJlekcell HeHaBuiel, korja [lasnieH neitasncs 3arisiHy b
eMy B I71a3a. Tak UTHOPUPOBATh €r0 CTAHOBWJIOCH CIIOKHEe. — Mory Bac MpencTaBuTh, €CIU XOTHTE.
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2. Jlumur. «Tema y TpoHa»

AJlekceil OTKPBUI POT, YTOOBI OTKa3aThCs, HO TYT B ABepsX 3ayia mnosssuiics rpad Kouyoer.
Brepsbie B sxu3HM AJiekcell 00pagoBasiCsi €ro MOsIBJIEHHIO — BCe-Taku AJIEKCaHp OMIMOAICS.

K ero ynusnenuto, KouyOeit HanipaBuiicst IpsiMo K HUM.

— Bukrop IlaBnoBuu! — c ynpiOkoi mpuBercTBoBai ero IlameH. — Kak 310poBbe Bamiero
ISATIOIIKI?

JIuiio KouyOest 61710 O11eIHBIM U OJIECTEJIO OT TIOTA.

— OH oueHb MI0X. MHe HY’KHO HEMe/IJIEHHO MTOrOBOPUTS C ero BerdecTBoM. He Moriu Obl BbI
MONPOCHUTD €T0 YAEIUTh MHE HEMHOTO BpeMeH! ?

[Manen ¢ Pocromunubiv neperisiHymch. OTpbIBaTh €ro BEJIMYECTBO OT Mpa3AHeCTBa, KOraa ToT,
KaXeTcs1, HETJIOXO MPOBOVJI BpeMsi, MOIJIO OBITh UpEeBaTO HENpeacKa3yeMbIMU rocaeacTBusiMu. Ho
YTO-TO B HarpsikeHHOM Jmie Kouybest moackaspiBasio: aeno BaxHoe. Torma He JOKJIaJbIBaTh elle
oracHee. . .

AJniekceii peruics.

— 51 cnipority, He YrogHO JIM €ro BEJIMYECTBY Bac BHICTYIATb.

He noxupasice oTBeTa, OH MOJIONIEN K Kpalo MepuMeTpa, BHYTPH KOTOPOTO BEPTEJIHUCh TaHITy-
fore. BoT TaHel 3aKOHYMIICS, HO, BOMIPEKU HajexkaaM AJieKcesl, UMIIepaTop He CIEIT yXOAUTh
U3 1IeHTpa 3aa. [Ipuiuioch caMoMy MPOTATKUBATHCS CKBO3b MUITYIOIIMECS] TAPOYKH, JIOBS HEAIPY-
JKEJTIOOHBIC B3IJIAJIBI U IIETIOTKH: «OMSATh 3TOT Oec!» 1o uncTor ciyyaitHOCTH AJieKcel ejBa He 3a/1e
IIeYOM JiepXKallyo Noj pyky Jopna Yursopra JKepe6ioBy. Ta misHysna ¢ Ope3rMBbIM OTBpaIlie-
HHUeM. AJleKcell OCKaJTIICS B OTBET. BRIXOOUT, HeJaBHYE 3/IOKJTI0UEHHSI TaK U He COUJTM C Hee CIIeCh. . .

Nmneparop, He 3ameyasi HUKOTO BOKPYT, C YJABIOKOW BBICTYIIIMBAJ JITIET CBOE MapTHEPIIIH,
BOCTOpraBIlieiicst Kpacotramu 3uMHero asopia. Korna Asiekcel mpojapascs K HeMy, OH Kak pa3 OTBe-
yar:

— Bor yBuauTe, MO HOBBII 3aMOK, KOTJIa €ro JI0CTPOSIT, IOHPABUTCS BaM HE MEHBIIIE.

[Motom 3ameTnn Anekcest, HEAOYMEHHO BCKHHYJ OPOBH:

— Anekceil AHjipeeBUY, BbI e, KaKETCsl, He TaHI[yeTe.

W nouemy Bce Tak yBepeHbI, UTO OH HE YMeeT TaHIeBaTh?..

He noxunasic oTBeTa, UMIIEPATOp 3aU4EM-TO PEIUII €r0 MPeJCTaBUTD:

— Anna IlerpoBHa, 310 rpad ApakyeeB, MOE JIOBEPEHHOE JIUIIO.

Pyuxka JlormyxuHo#1 B3nieTena K ryoam.

— D710 ero Bce Ha3bIBAIOT Oecom?

AJekceit, yxe pelumBIIHIii, YTO JIMIO y Hee TITyNoBaToe, IPHUIIIEN K BBIBOAY, UTO HE TOJBKO OHO.
Uem ke OHA 3aMHTEpecoBajla UMIIepaTopa, eciau He ocTpoymueM? UepHOOpoBas M YepHOKYIpas,
neBuIla OblIa HelypHa COOOM, HO y Hee He ObLIO HM BelndyecTBeHHOCTH Mapun ®enopoBHBI, HU
HeTIpUHYXAeHHOU Tpatun Hemmnosoi.

Nmneparop ycmexHyics.

— He ciymiaiite 371bIX 3bIKOB. YenoBeKka YecTHee Bbl HE Hal/IeTe.

— A Kak xe Baille BeJIMYECTBO?

MmmnepaTop Ha 3TO TOJMBKO YJIBIOHYJICS M CHOBA MepeBe B3MJIsA Ha AJIeKces:

— Anekceil AHipeeBrY, Bbl UTO-TO XOTEJH?

— a, Bamre BenmdectBo. I'padp Kouybeit xxenmaer ¢ BaMu rOBOPUTb.

— Ax, rpad Kouybei, — ryObl ummnepaTopa nomxamch. — Mano i, dero oH xouer. Ceiiyac
pasrap npas3IHIUYHOro Beuepa. Kaxercs, Apy3bsi €ero BbICOYECTBA OEpYT C HEro MpuMep ¥ HAYMHAIOT
TMO3BOJIAATH ce0e CIMIIIKOM MHOTOE.

AJnekceil HeYI0THO TIOEKHUJICS.

— 41 He gymalo, 4TO JEJ0 B 3TOM, Ballle BeanuecTBo. Kakercs, 4ro-TO HeslaJHOe ¢ KHSA3eM
Besboponko. He gymaro, 4To OH Ipu cMepTH, HO. ..

— Jla XOTb OBI ¥ IPU CMEPTH, — UIMIIEPATOP JOCAUTUBO TPSIXHYJ rOJIOBOM. — 51 mMmieparop, a He
AYXOBHUK CBETJICUIIEr0o KH:35. Y MeHsI MOAJaHHbIe KaKIbli IeHb YMHUPAIOT, OH HE OCOOEHHBIN.
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2. Jlumur. «Tema y TpoHa»

Ha sToMm crietoBano ocTaHOBUTHCS, HO UTO-TO TOJIKAIO AJjiekces Briepea. OH Hanesuics, repe-
nasmasicsi ot KouyOesi TpeBora, a He pa3gpakeHue Ha TO, Kak OBICTPO MMIIEpATOp Hallead HOBYIO
aBopuUTKY.

— OH nokasajicsi MHe OYeHb BCTPEBOKEHHBIM, Ballle BeJrmuecTBO. Bosbiie, yem eciu Obl ero
AS71s1 TPOCTO YMUPAJL.

CHoBa 3aurpasa my3bika. Mimneparop MaxHyJ1 pyKoil.

— Torga nyctb nopoxaet. aute u nepegaite emy 310.

AJekceit CMUPEHHO MOKJIOHWICS U TTYCTUJICS B OOPaTHBIN MyTb.

Bech Tanen KouyOeii nepeMuHascs ¢ HOTM Ha HOTY, M3HBIBas OT HeTeprieHusl. Koraa 3akoHunnm
UTPaTh MY3bIKAHTBI, UMIIEPATOP BO3BPATHJI CBOIO MAPTHEPIITY B pyKH 3200TJIMBOTO POAMUTEIS U JIUIIH
TOT/Ia TIOZIONIENT K UX HeOOJbIIoN rpymie. KouyOei TyT ke METHYJICS K HEMY.

— Bame BenmuectBo! — Ero He cMyTHIM HM XOJIOAHBIM B3IJISIT, HU HACMEIUTMBHINA U3rHO Ty0
uMIeparopa.

—Yro y Bac?

Kouy0eii 3aroBopuii Tak THXO, YTO BPsiJI JIU CTOSIBIIME psAfoM ¢ AsekceeMm [lanen u Poctormunx
pa3o0pasu XOTh CJIOBO:

— Barie BenmmuecTBo, ¢ MOMM [JI1IeW YTO-TO COBCEM HeJTaHOEe. DTO He MpocTasi 00Ie3Hb, 3TO. ..
Kakas-To OecoBirHA! ¥V HEro mo BceMy Tely MOILIA YepHbIe MATHA. JIeKapy HU4ero He MOHUMAIOT.
OH Tpu /HA yXe He NPUXOOWI B CO3HAHUE, HO CETOHS BIPYr OYHYJICSI M NPUHSIICA 3BaTh Ballle
BEJIMYECTBO.

C KaXxIpIM HOBBIM CJIOBOM MMITEPAaTOp MpavyHel. ByaTo mo3a0biB 1 mpo Oaj, ¥ Mpo HEeMpHUsA3Hb
K JPY3bsIM ChIHA, OH OBICTPO KUBHYII.

— 4 moeny c Bamu. ['ocnioa, cocraBbTe MHE KOMITAHUIO.

Jom Be36oponiko HU Karui He I3MEHWICS: BCe Ta JKe IpaHUTHast HabepexkHasi, CIePKUBAIOIIast
HATUCK TEMHOU BOJIBI, T€ K€ OJIe/THbIe CTEHBI, Te K€ CXKUMAIOIIHE B YETIOCTSAX LM MEIHBIC JIbBbIL.
B nponuslii pa3 npodupatbes cioga MpUILIOCh TAWKOM, CErOfIHsI — OHM BOIIUTH MAPAJAHBIM XO[O0M, B
COMPOBOK/ICHUH JIBYX JIECSITKOB TBapeiieB. Tex ocTaBuiM y BX0/1a B TIOKOM KHSI351 — 3peJIvIe ObUIO
HE TSI 9yKHX IJ1a3.

EnuHCTBEeHHBIN KaHAeNs0p eBa OCBelIaj CHabHIO. B Iebh MpHOTKPHITOrO OKHA COUYMJIICS
MOpPO3, HO OH HE MOT' MIPOTHATh 3aTXJIBIA AyX Oose3Hu. M3peka HaJeTaBIINiA BeTep Tpenai rmiamMs
CBeYel, U B HEBEPHOM OPaHKEBOM CBETE TEHH 3JIOBEIIIE TUISICAIIH M0 CTEHAM.

KouyGeit nepBbIM MOJOIIIEN K MOCTENN yMHpaloero. MiMmepaTop HaCTOPOKEHHO HIarHyJ1 ciie-
I0M. AJleKceid, OTIMYHO BUAEBIINI CKBO3b IMOTYMPAK, ¥ CO CBOET0 MECTa MOT pasIisiieTh OecramsiT-
HOro crapuka. CBeZieHHbIE CYJOPOTOi MOPIIMHHUCTBIE I'YOBl Pa3BUTAJIHCh JIUIIb JIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI pa3
B JIECSITOK CEKYH[I IPEPHIBUCTO CXBATUTh BO3AYX — U TYT k€ C MPHUCBUCTOM €ro BBIIOXHYTb. JIHII0
ObL10 O1IeTHO, JIeKaBIIIHe TIOBEPX OfiesiIa pyKY HATOMUHAIM OKOUeHeBIIue Jlarnku roayos. Ho crpari-
HBIM OBLJIO HE TO, YTO KaHIUIEP YMHPAJI — ITyCKail 3aMEHUTh €ro U ObUIO HEKOMY, — CTPAITHBIMU ObLITH
TEMHbIE MTOATEKH, BHICTYNUBIIME HA KOXKE JECATKOM MOYEPHEIBIX CHHAKOB. AJlekcell criotHysl. OH
CJIMILIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HaJI, KAK BBIIJISIAAT OKOTY ThMOM.

— IokoitHast MMIIepaTpuIia BHIVIsiENa MOYTH TaK K€, — 3aMETHJI MOACTYIUBIIUI K MOCTENN
PocronuuH.

Nmrieparop uckoca misiHysn Ha Asiekces.

— Jla, 9TO-TO eCTb.

Ceparie MOACKOYMIIO K TOPITy, HO UMIIEpaTop Kak HU B YeM He ObIBAJIO MPOIOIIKII:

— Buxkrop I[aBnoBuy, Bbl ObLIM TIPH Jsi71€, KOT/IA 1U1a OMTBA?
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2. Jlumur. «Tema y TpoHa»

— Ila, Bame BenmaectBo. Mbl Obutn B JIaBpe ¢ camoro Bedyepa. CoOMpaich YUTH C paCCBETOM,
HO ITOTOM MPUIILJIA BECTH O MPOPBIBE PA3JIOMa, ¥ Mbl OCTAJIUCh TaM JI0 CAMOTO KOHIIA. Bhiuiu, TosbKo
KOIJla CKa3aJv, 4To OMACHOCTh MMHOBAJIA.

Nmneparop He ycnen 3a1aTh ciaeayouuii Bonpoc. I1aza yMupaomnero pacnaxHyiuch.

AJexkceil HEBOJIBHO TIOICTYIIIT Onvke — He MepemuTces yu? Her, B camom fese: pagyxky u
naske OeJIKM 3aTOMmIa KITyOsIascs ThMa, Kak OyJTO B INIA3HHIIAX CTApUKa KOTIOMIAIHMCH KyKH. Kouy-
6eil BckprkHYJ, Poctormuun otmarnysncs. Pyka umneparopa MeTHy/1ach K Iimare.

C MOpPUIMHUCTHIX TYO COpBasICsl HAATPECHYTHIN IIETIOT:

— Bame BennuectBo. .. — OuH B3Max BeK, U AJIeKCell CHOBA 3aCOMHEBAJICS, MPaB/ia JId BUJIEI
TO, 4TO BUAeN. TycKJble r1a3a KaHIylepa CHOBa ObUTH KapyMHU.

— Ero BeimuecTBo 371ech, — Kouybelt cHOBa CKJIOHWIICS HAJl ASAMHON TIOCTENbI0. — Bhl x0Tem
C HUM T'OBOPUTH?

Be360poako ero He CIbIIIAL.

— Barrie BenuecTBo. .. 3aBenaHue. . .

Nmrnieparop pe3ko BoIIpAMIIICS. OTPHIBUCTO MPUKA3AL:

— Brritnure. Bee.

Anekceit Toxe ObUIO IOBEpHYJICS, HO MMIIEpaTop MOMMaJ ero 3a pyky:

— Her, BBI ocTaHBTECH.

[Mocepnum Beiten KouyOeli, 6eCroKoWHO OTJISIHYBIITUCH M 3aTBOPUB 32 COOOM JIBepbh. B orry-
cTeBIlel criayibHe be300opoKko cHOBa 3axpuriet:

— Barie BenuectBo. .. ['ocynapbiss... 3aBemanue. .. Bel He 10/KHBL. .. Bbl He Bujenu. ..

— Jla oH He MeHs BoBce 3Baj! — BbIAOXHYJ umneparop. — OH notepsit pasym. Ho rasza, Tel
BHUJEN ero mia3a?

— Bupen. Tonbko... — Anekceii 3amomyait. Barisa Bezdoponko ynan Ha Hero. JIuio crapuka
WCKa3WJI MYUYUTEbHBIN yiKac.

— Tot! Thr...

[TopbiB BeTpa ¢ 153roM I'pOXHYJ CTBOPKOW OKHA. [lnams cBeu IporHyno v moTyxJjo, Bce pas-
MBLIOCh TEHUCTBIMU CHITy3TaMH — CBETHJIM TOJIBKO Jlajiekue (hOHapu CHapy XU Ja TYHHBIN CBET OTpa-
Xkaycs ot cyrpodoB BHU3y. Ho Aniekceil BUea: BMECTO IJ1a3 y CTApHKa CHOBA Pa3BEP3JIUCh YEpHBIC
MIPOBAJIBI.

Pyka co ckpioueHHBIMH TaJblIaMU TIOJCKOUMIIA C Ofiesila, BIEMUIACch B OOILIar UMIIepaTop-
CKOT'0 MyHIUDA.

— To1 Oyaens TpaBUTh KOPOTKO U yMpeIIlb OeCCIaBHO, — IPOCKPEKETATIO HEUTO, He MOX0Kee HU
Ha 0OXOIUTENILHBIN rOJIOC KaHIyIepa, HU Ha YesloBeuecKuid rooc BooOie. CioBa Oyxaiy B TUIIIMHE,
TSDKEJIbIE U Iy/IOBUIIHBIC: — Thl yTOHEIIh B COOCTBEHHOM OCEHH, B CBOEM BEYHOM HOsIOpe, ¥ HUKOT/Ia
HE YBUJMIIL BecHY. THI. ..

AJekceit yraput o CyXOMy 3arisICThIO CTapUKa. XBaTKa ociadia, MMIIEpaTop C IPOCTHBIM yxka-
COM BBbIICpHYT U3 Hee pyKas. [1og ero Koxkei BCKOJBIXHYJIOCH XOJIOAHOE Oesoe Iiamsi, HO He ycIiesn
CBET yNacTh Ha MCKaxkeHHoe N0 be300poako, Kak MMITepaTop OTCKOYMII B YTOJ KOMHATHI, pPBaHO
JBIIIA Y BRICTABUB Tiepe]l cOO0M Immary. AjieKcei Obl ToXke CXBATUIICS 3a CBOIO, HO CETO/IHS TIOSIC ObLI
MYCT — JIparolieHHoe opykue ObUIO TiepeaHo Ha nonedeHue rpada Jlurre.

Be30opomnko 3akanuisiics. Anekcei OHSUI, YTO yAApUII He TOJIBKO PYKOM, HO M ThMOM, U TeTieph
OCTaTKU KU3HEHHBIX CUJI CTPEMUTENIHO TOKUIAIM CTapuKa. TeMHOTa BOKPYT MOCTEIU CTYCTUJIACh
TaK, 4TO Jaxe AJIEKCEI0 MPUIILIOCh OTCTYIUTh, YTOOBI HE OCTICTTHYTh B HEM.

C nocnegHMM HajIcagHBIM XpHIioM be300poaKo 3aTuX.

Anexceit obepHyicsi. Pyka ummneparopa Bce elnie Mmbuiaia, OCTpHe IINard moKaynBaioch B BO3-

Tyxe.
— Bare BesmmuectBo?
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2. Jlumur. «Tema y TpoHa»

OtBeta He ObLIO, TOIBKO CYJOPOKHBIE B3IOXH. AJIEKCEl OIacivuBO IIArHy BIiepell, He CBOJS
B3IJISI/1A C JIe3BUs. B oTiiume ot 0OBIYHOTO OpYKHsl, OCBSIILIEHHAS CTaJlb 3alIPOCTO MOTJIa OTIIPABUTh
€ro Ha TOT CBET.

— Bame BenmyectBo, OH ymep.

Ha paccrosinnu Beimaga Aiekceil HepeluTeIbHO 3aCThiI. B TperneTHoM Gesiom cBeTe NCKaXeH-
HOE JIMIIO UMIIepaTopa Ka3aioch Oe3yMHbIM.

«OH MeHs He ynapuT».

3arauB ApixaHue, AJIeKcel caesall ele OauH Iar.

MenJieHHO, CIIOBHO MPOAMPASICh CKBO3b I'yCTOE OOJIOTO, IITara CKOJIb3HyJ1a OOpaTHO B HOXKHBI.
Ho 6enoe miamst nponomkano ropets. Heyxen ummeparop. ..

AJnekcell CTAHYJ epyuaTKy U MOTSAHYJICS BIEpe.

— Bamie BeuecTBO, TTIO3BOJIBTE 4.

— He Tporaii mens!

AJiekceil OTIPsIHYJI, KaK OT MOIIEUMHBI.

WX B3mIsp1 BCTpETHIIMCh. Mur, 1 Oyinyloliee cepoe Mope 3amepiio — Kak IITH/Ib, BHE3AITHO
HACTYIUBIINI IOCPEIN SPOCTHOIO HITOpMA.

— Jait pyky, — IJTyX0 NMpuKa3ajl uUMIIepaTop.

AJekceil CHOBa MpPOTSIHYJI PacKphITYIO JIaoHb. MiMneparop g0 OGOMM CTUCHYIN €ro Masiblibl,
OJIHUM TJIOTKOM BOMpasi BCIO THe3asiylocs: BHyTpH ThMy. Llapckuii orons noomneanen u noryx. Ouu
oCTauch B TeMHOTe. Vcesikiiee yepHoe TuiaMsi OOJbIlie He TOMOTajio BUAETh, M TOJIBKO 1O CKUMAaB-
1iel ero JIaJIoHb pyKe M HEPOBHOMY AbIXaHUIO AJIEKCE MOT OIpelesUTh, IA€ CTOMT MUMIIEpATop,
YTOOBI HAKJIOHUTBCS ¥ CIIPOCHUTH, TUXO, B CAMOE YXO:

— Bo1 Gonbliie He MOXeTe UM YIPaBIISATH?

— Mory, — orpe3an umneparop. — [IpocTto Teneps 310 clnoxHee.

OcnaGeBive ObLIO MAJBIIBI CHOBA COMKHYJIMCh Ha pyke AJiekcest — keJie3Ho, 10 oo, Mmrre-
parop MpOLIUIIEN:

— Ho HM ofHO# XHMBOH ITyI1Ie TH 00 9TOM He cKaxelb. OCOOEHHO MOEMY ChIHY.

— [la, Bariie BeIM4eCcTBO.

Ceituac TOYHO HE BpeMs OIpaBIbIBaTh AJIeKcaHIpa. AJIEKCEel He 3HaJl, YeM IPOBUHUJICS, HO
YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO OIHO HEBEPHOE CJIOBO MOKET MOKOsIebaTh JoBepre ummeparopa Kk Hemy. He ceftuac.

Mmneparop BBIITYCTHII €F0 OHEMEBILYIO PYKY, BCJIEIYI0 HALIAPUIT HA HOUHOM CTOJIMKE CIIUYKHU U
3a)er cBeTUIIbHUK. OpaHkeBoe MiamMsi OCBETUJIO 3acCThIBIIEe Teslo KaHiyiepa bezdopoako. OHO ObLI0
00e300pakeHO YePHBIMH Pa3BOIAMM, PACTIONBIIMMUCS 10 KOKe, Kak MATHA THUIMA Ha (PpyKTe.

Mmmnepatop mporren K JBepH U BJIACTHO MOJ03BaJ OXKUAABIINYIO CHAapyXu Tpouily. Kouyoei,
YBUJEB [0 MEPTBbIM, olienieHes, Ho [laneH u PocrormunH Beimisieny ckopee 03alaueHHbIMU, YeM
OreyvaeHHbIMU.

— [erp AnekceeBuu, — oOparuics uMriepatop kK [laneHy. — Bam nokansiBamm 4to-HHOYIb O
Tpymnax, He OOYIJICHHBIX JI0YepPHA, HO BBIIJISIIANIMX BOT TaK?

[Tanen menyieHHO MOPrHYJI.

— Takue nonecenus ObUIM, HO OYEHb HEMHOTO, Ballle BeJmuecTBo. He Gorblie necsarka.

— «He 6omnblne gecsatka»? Y mouemy ke MHE HE JOJIOKIIIN?

— Mp1 ¢ komeHIaHTOM JIOATOPYKUM COIUIMCH HA TOM, YTO 3TO BCE PABHO, YTO OOBIYHBIE
JKEPTBHI. . .

— MeHs He BOJIHYeT, Ha YeM Bbl collUTUCh! — [ToTpsicenne nMreparTopa ¢ JerkoCTbio epeTeKsIo
B SIpOCTb. — BBI IOJKHBI JOKJIAIBIBATh MHE 000 BceM, cibimute? MHaue 51 B iBa cueta Hailay KOro-
TO G0JIee MOAXOAIIETO U Ha MOCT rydbepHaTopa, U Ha MOCT KOMeHJaHTa !

Adntekceil ObI TO37I0PAACTBOBAJI, HE MEJIbKHH B TOJIOBE BEUHBIN YCTaIbIid Borpoc: «HTepecHo,
rae?»

[TanieH ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM MOKJIOHUJICS.
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— [puHomry cBou M3BMHEHHUS. S b MBITAJICS] COKPATUTh KOJIMYECTBO OECIIONE3HBIX JI0HECe-
HUIA, 3Hasi, YTO BallleMy BEJIMYECTBY U TaK MPUXOTUTCS pabOTaTh 32 YeTBEPHIX.

— Kak BuauTe, OTIMUUTD MOJIE3HOE OT OECIONe3HOro BaM He ynanoch. — OIHaKO THEB UMIIe-
parop MOHEeMHOry yTuxaisl. — ['nie ux Haxoguau? B Tex ke IoMax, 4TO M OCTAJIbHBIX, COXIKEHHBIX
Oecamu?

— Her, Bame BemmuectBo. OOBIYHO WX BBIHOCKIIO Ha Oeper peku. Ho HECKONMbKMX MBI HAIIUTA
B IIPOYJIKAX U TYNMUYKAaX, 3aHECEHHBIX CHETOM.

— U 4t0 310 OBUTH 32 JTIOAM?

— Bennsiku B 0OHOCKax, Baille BeIMYecTBO. HaxomuTh X HaYaaM HECKOJIBKO JHEH Ha3aj, HO
M3-32 MOPO3a CJIOKHO CKa3aTh, KOIJ1a UMEHHO OHM yMepii. Mbl yMau, 9To B IHb OUTBBI, HO, €CJTH
MX CMEpTSM MpeIecTBOBaNA O0Ne3Hb, KaK y CBETJICHINEro KHS3sI, MOKET ObITh, OHU YMEPJIH TMO3KeE,
a Ha yJIMIy MX BBIOPOCHIIM, TOTOMY UTO HE HAIILTH JIeHET Ha TOXOPOHBI.

— Ux eme uyto-HUOYIHh 00BeTUHSIO? — TIofa rojoc Aiekceil. — KpoMe 4epHbIX OTMETHH?

[Manen ycrpemu Ha HEro 6€CCTPACTHBIN B3I

— B ocHOBHOM 3T0 ObUTH cTapuku. M oguH MiajeHer.

— To ectb Te, KOro mpocteie 6echbl BHIOMPAIOT CBOMMHM KEPTBAMH, — 3AKJTIOUMII UMIIEPATOP.
HaxmypwuBimice, mokavas rojioBoid. — Bripens TokiagpBaiTe MHE O KaKJIOM TakoM citydae. 1 xouy
3HaTh Bce. Y mpeanuinmTe ropoicKuM JieKapsiM YBEIOMIIATb Bac, €Clii Kakue-To OOJIbHbIe OyayT
JAEMOHCTPUPOBAThH CXOKUE CUMITTOMBI.

— OH 4yto-HMOYB elre cKaszai? — MoMoOONBITCTBOBAT POCTOMUMH, KMBasi HA HETOABUKHOE
Tes10. — MoXeT, 4To-To O CBOEM Hexyre?

Nmneparop cy3ui raza.

— Her. 3aro ckazan koe-urto apyroe. — OH obepHysics k Kouyoerw: — I'pad.

B3apornys, TOT OgHSAN IJ1a3a.

— Ila, Bale BeJIn4ecTBO?

— Bul 1 Bce obuTartenu 3Toro 1oMa Oyaere MoABEprHyTH JONpocy odep-cekperapeM TaiiHOM
DKCNeauLInH.

KouyGeii otmarnyscs.

— Io noBony nsaawHoM 6one3nu? 51 u BameMy BenmdectBy win rpady [laneHy Bce mory pac-
CKasaThb, 3a4eM Xe 37ech TaliHasg Dxcrneaunus?

VimniepaTop OKMHYII €T0 JIJSTHBIM B3IJISI0M.

— Ecnm 661 MoeMy mpajeny KTo-TO cKasall TO, YTO sI CefYac YCIbIIIaa OT Balllero JsIOIIKH,
BBl BCE Yike ObLTH Obl Ha JpiOe. §1 5ke MpocTO X0uy, 4TOObI Bl OTBETUJIA HA HECKOJIIBKO BOIPOCOB. —
3ameruB, uto Kouybeil CHOBa OTKpPBUIT pOT, OH MOBBICKII rojioc: — OTBeTH/ N, a He 3agaBany ux! Crbl-
mmTe Bbl MeHs? Bbl, Kaxkercs, onsTh 3a0bUIH, YTO rOBOpUTe co cBoMM mmriiepatopom! I'pad IManen
u rpad PocTomunH npocnensr, 4ToObl MOM pacriopsiKeHHs ObUTH UCTIONHEHBI. AJlekceld AHApeeBrY,
MoWAEMTE.

B O6paTHI)II>'I IMyTb OHHU IIYCTUJIMCh BABOEM, TIYPACH OT JICTAIIUX B JIMIIO CHC)KWHOK. HO}I KOIIbI-
TaMH JIOIIA/IeN 3aXpycTelt Jie/.

— Baie BenmuecTBO, — OCTOPOXKHO MO3BaJ AJIEKCel, KOI/ia OHM OThEXad OT OCOOHsKA. — Bbl
Aymaete, TO, 4TO CKa3asl KHa3b be30opoiko, B caMoM jiesie TOBOpPUJI OH?

Nmneparop foaro Mommyan, npex/ie 4eM OTBETUTD.

— A KTO, MO-TBOEMY, MOT 3TO CKa3aTh?

«Thma».

STOT MPOCTOM OTBET 3BydYasl O€3yMHO, HO OKa3aJI0Ch, YTO UMIIEPATOP M CaM AyMas O TOM Ke:

— Ecnu co mHoit roBopmiia cama VI3HaHKa, HIYEro Xopouiero 1o He cynut. Jlyume 6b1 bez6o-
POZIKO IpOCTO NoMelnaics. BoT TOIbKO OTKyAa OH B3$J1 3Ty HECYacTHYIO BecHy? [0 BECHbI HEI0JIrOo
OCTaJIoCh, Ba Mecsina ¢ Hebonpium. Ecim TyT 3aroBop. ..
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AJnexceil He MOT He CIIPOCUTh OUYEBUIHOE:

— Ho 3ayem cBetseiiiemMy KHs310 MUHTpUTOBaTh MpoTUB Bac? OH Be/b U Tak ObLT OJHUM W3
CaMBbIX BJIMSITEJIBHBIX BEJIBMOXK B UMIIEPUHU.

Nmrnieparop duipkHyII.

— Jla Tbl, 1 BUKY, COBCEM HMUYETO HE IOHMMAEIIb B 3ar0OBOPax. JTO XOPOIIO, MYCTh TaK U OCTa-
Hercs. [IpaBaa, MOKOWHOTO KHS3S 51 M caM Obl HE OTHEC K aBaHTIOPUCTaM — CJIMIIIKOM YMEH OH ObLT
IJ1s1 9TOTO U CJAUIIKOM cTap. Ho BOT ero njieMsHHUK. . .

Anekceit moxonoses. HeyBepeHHO BHITOBOPUIT:

— Bbl nogo3peBaete ero, MOTOMy 4YTO OH JIpyr liecapeBuya’?

— A, 4TO-TO BCE-TaKM Jja IOHUMAEIllb, — UMIepaTop cKpuBmics. — Hukorna MHe He HpaBUIICS
3TOT UX KPYXOK. OuH OBIBIIMI SKOOMHEI], JPYroi yJacTBOBANI B MOJIbCKOM BOCCTAaHHMH, M BCE KaK
OJIVH OJIEP)KUMbI CBOUMH BEJTMKUMHU UesMU TipocBelenus. Ho s He gyman, 9to 911 Oe3/1e/IbHUKA
CITIOCOOHBI HAa YTO-TO, KPOME TTYCTON OOJITOBHU.

— A teniepp gymaere?

— Tenepb — yxe He 3Ha0. Ho ¢ Aniekcanapa s 11a3 He CITyIly, MOKEIllb TaK €My Y NIEpeIaTh.

AJnekceil CMOprHyJ1 HAJIUIILIME HA PECHULIbI CHeXMHKU. HaBanunace Tskenas Myts. Heyxenu
3TO OH CJIeNell, pa3 BEpUT, YTO IPUMUPEHKE OTLIA U CbIHA BO3MOXHO?

[NepecunuB ceOs1, AneKkcel 3aMeTHIL:

— Ilo-moemy, LiecapeBUY OYEHD TSKEJIO IEPEHOCUT HEMUJIOCTh BAILIETO BEINYECTBa.

— B Takom ciyvae necapeBuuy Clie0BaJIo 3apaHee 1yMaTh FOJIOBOM, — OTpe3al uMIeparop. —
BusHo, g1 BceM MM MO3BOJISUT CIIMIIKOM MHOTO, pa3 Jake MOU J0o4epu... M Kak IpUCTpyHUTH LIETYI0
CTpaHy, eclii COOCTBEHHBIE JETH MEHSI He CITyIIaloTCs?

He noxupasice oTBeta, oH mocat Jiomaib Briepell, B3pbiBasi (QOHTAHbI CHera.

B 3umnem nBopiie ummeparop cpasy nocian KyraiicoBa 3a reHepasi-mojuiMencTepom u ooep-
cekperapem TaiiHoW Jkcnequimu. AJieKcel XoTen ObIIO TIONTH K AJIeKCaH Py, HO IIOTOM PacCyIuI,
YTO YeM MO3Ke TOT y3HAET O MPHUKJIIOYHMBIIEMCS C €r0 APYroM HecuacThbe, TeM Jiydiie. MoxeT, K ToMy
Bpemenu rpad Kouybeit yxe Oyner Ha cBoOoOIE.

PasBepHyBIIMCh Ha MOMITYTH, AJIeKCEl HampaBWics K cede, HO B KOPUIOpPE CTOJIKHYJCS C
HerpukassHHeIM HenuyioBeiM. ['eHepan-agbioTaHT ObLT Onie[ieH, MOHYP U CMOTPET B OKHO C TaKUM
BUJIOM, OYyIITO TIOAYMbIBAJI U3 HEr0 OpOCUTHCS. 3aBUIeB AJieKcesl, OH BBIIABHJI BSLIOE TIPUBETCTBHE.
OueHb ynuBHICS, KOrga AJeKcell OTBETHII TEM e, U BAPYT CXBATHII €T0 32 PYKY.

— I'pad, — mpobopmoTan Henumos, 3abixasich. — YMOJSIO, CKaKUTE MHE, PEIIeHO yxke?

— Y0 pemieHo? — He MOHST AJIeKceil.

— 060 mHue. — I'yon1 y Henmuposa tpsiciuck. — He Mory Gorblie, eie HeMHOTO, U C yMa coujy!
HuKTO cO MHOIT HE pa3roBaprBaeT, M ero BEJIMYECTBO HUUETO He TOBOPHT. .. Eciu eMy yrogHo MeHs
CIPOBA/IUTH, IOYEMY HE OTIIPABUJI MEHSI BMECTE C CECTPOii?

AJekceil HaXMy puJICs.

— A MeHs-TO BbI Uero cipaimuBaete? § ero BeJMuecTBy He JyXOBHHK U JIake He CeKpeTapb.

— Ho BbI ke Bce Bpemsi ¢ HUM, Bbl JOJKHBI 3HaTh! Ajiekcell AHpeeBud, IPOIIly Bac, pajud MOen
CECTpBI, CKOKUTE MHE, Yero sl MOTY sk/1aTh? — HecuacTHBIN e/jBa He TIaKal.

AZIBIOTAaHTOB €r0 BelMvecTBa AJIeKCeld B OCHOBHOM HEIOMIOONIMBAN — BCE OHU Ka3aJlCh eMy
HEJIOCTaTOYHO HAJEKHBIMU. [la ¥ 4TO 3TO 32 yph — K €ro JpyKeCKUM uyBcTBaM K Exkarepune MBa-
HOBHE B3bIBaTh?

Ho nypsb ata, k coxanenuio, paborana. Ecim Ob1 Anekceit Mor 3aBeputh Hemumosa, uto Bce
oOpasyeTcsi, OH Obl 3TO cesat. BOT TONBKO CTOMT JM KAaTh MIJIOCTHA OT UMIIEpaTopa Tenepb, Koraa
TOT elrie OOJIbIle TIPEKHErO YBEpeH, YTO CTOMT Ha CEKYH/Y 3aKpBITh IJ1a3a, KaK BOKPYT CILIETETCS
rayTHHa 3arosopa’?
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— O ruiaHax Ha Bac ero BeJIMYeCTBO MHE HUYEro He coo0ma, — AJieKcell ocTapasicsi TOBOPUTh
HE TaK pe3Ko, Kak 0ObIYHO. — [IpocTo He JesaiTe IynocTei U MPUHOCUTE TOJIb3Y TaM, IIe MOXeTe.
Ero Beim4ecTBO MUJIOCTHB K TeM, KTO MPOSIBIISIET YCepyie.

— Bl mymaere? — HenuaoB MomHsuT K HEMY MOCBETIIEBIIIEe JIMIO. — 3HAYUT, He BCe ellle MoTe-
psAHO?

Drtoro AJekceil He TOBOPHJI, HO pa3yOexath HemumoBa ObUIO ObI %KECTOKO.

—TIlocrynaiite o copect, 1 Oyapb UTO OyZIET, — TOCOBETOBAJ OH CO B3J0XOM. BBICBOOOIMII PYKY,
xJjionHya Henvaosa no mieuy. — f1 oykeH uatu, MeHs K ayT Aeja. Myxaitech, Apkaauii iBaHoBrY.

B cnimny noHecnocs:

— Cnacu6o Bam orpomHoe! S1 aToro He 3a0ymy, Asiekceir AHIpeeBUY.

«3Hatb OBl el1ie, XOPOIIO 3TO WK HET», — YCTaJIo NojyMait AJiekceil, He cOaBJIsAs Iara.

Henmpopa BbICIaIM U3 CTOMHIIBI 4epe3 ABa AHHA.
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I'naBa 3
Jlazaper

B nepByio Henemo HacTynMBIIero roga ObUT AaH OOJBIION Mpa3AHUYHBIN napax. OH BbIIIENT
OBl elle 3HaunTeNIbHEe, eCli Obl JOXKIAIMCh BO3BpallleHus (enpamapiiana u3 EBporisl, HO, MOXeT,
napaj v HyXeH ObLT JUIsI TOro, YTOObI BCEM TMOKAa3aTh: ke TaK BCE MO-TPeKHEMY Ha CBOMX MeCTax
Y UJET CBOUM YEPE/IOM.

Tak ke, kak HacensBias VI3HaHKY ThMa MOpPOY Ka3ajlach €IMHBIM OPraHU3MOM, CIUIOUYEHHBIN
CTPOM IIAraloKX B HOTY COJIIAT Ka3aJICs OHUM OOJIBIIIUM CYIIECTBOM, KMBYIIVM U ABIIIAIIAM PAan
OJIHOM 1IeJIN — CITY’)KUTb CBOEMY umrepatopy. [1s1s1 Ha 6e3yrpedHsie psibl BBIMYILITPOBAHHBIX BOSH-
HBIX U CITylIast Ie4aTHOE KJIallaHbe TMOJOIIB I10 TUIalty, AJleKcel YyBCTBOBaJ ceOs criokoiinee. U eme
CIIOKO¥HEee — KOr/ia BUEN AOBOJIBHYIO YJIBIOKY €r0 BeINYecTBa.

Bce 0bUTO MTpaBUIIBHO.

[Moce mapama uMrepatop BeJies 3aiiTy K Hemy B KabuHet. K nocage Anekcest, BOCKpecia ero
crapasi TPUBBIYKA BCerzia B ceGe COMHEBAThLCS: TIEPBOM MBICITBIO OBLIO — YTO OH cesalt He Tak? [lapan
Tporiest 6e3ynpevHo, B Aeax Ajiekcel 3a coOO0M OIJIONIHOCTEN He TIOMHWII. .. BMEHHUTh eMy B BUHY
MOXHO OBLJIO pa3Be UTO KOPOTKHA pa3roBop ¢ HenmumoBbiM, HO MX HUKTO He BUjel. [a u BenuK Ju
rpex? B TOT Beuep OTCTaBJICHHBIN TeHEpaI-aIbIOTAHT ellle He ObLT O(pUIMaIbHO OObsIBIIEH HexXela-
TEJIbHBIM JIULIOM.

Her, 60sTbCS1 HEUETro — ero COBECTh UMCTa. BOT TOIBKO U3 TOIOBHI He IO OeJI0e Kak CHEr JIMILIO
MIIepaTopa 1 ero sipoCcTHOe: «He Tporail MeHs!» BocromuHaHue JToHUMAaIO, OyITO yIlleaast Toj
HOTOTh 3aHO3a. B MMHYTHI THEBA UMITEPATOP MHOTUX PAHWUJI PE3KUMH CJIOBAMU, HUYET0 HEOOBIYHOTO
TYT He ObUIO0. .. Tonbko AJieKcell yke CJMIIIKOM MPUBBIK HE CUUTATh Ce0s1 OMTHUM U3 «MHOTHX>.

«Hy n nypak», — momgyman oH, CIelIHO 1marasi 3a uMmrneparopom. HezameHum B 3TO# cTpaHe
TOJIBKO OIIH 4esioBeK. OCcOOEHHO HbIHYE, KOT/Ia Ha TOPU30HTE MOSIBUJICS ellle OauH TeMHbIN.

Temnepp, Koraa Bce pasyioMbl OBUTM 3aKpPBITHI, & HOBOE (PPaHIly3CKOE MPaBHUTEIbCTBO OBLIO
MIPOYHO 3aHATO pacxJicObIBaHUEM MPOOJIeM, OCTABJICHHBIX CTapbIM, UMIIepaTop coodmancs ¢ boHa-
MapTOM TOJIbKO NcbMaMu. HO 0 yem OHM CTOJIBKO rOBOpWIIM B TOT JeHb, Korja [lepsbiii Koncyn
0OBbsIBUIICS HA pa3pyleHHOW [IBOpIoBoH rutomany? MpauHble peaynpeskaenus I epmana u He0Ob-
SICHUMBIN ykac AJleKcaHJpa BUCEIU Ha JyIIe TSKEJIOM MPAyHOU TyUeu.

Ho B xabuHete AJekces k1aJl NIPUATHBIN clopnpu3. [IprcioHeHHas K TMCbMEHHOMY CTOJTY, B
Jydax MacMypHOTO JHsI MOOJeCKMBasIa ero mmara. Y AJiekcesi BIPBaJIOCh:

— Tax 6bicTpo?

— T'ocniurtansepsl cBoe feio 3HawT. — MiMnepartop nojpomien K okHy. — A 1o I'arunHbl exarb
HEJI0JIrO.

ManbTiidlpl Terepb OOMTaIM TaM, OOXUB BO3BEJICHHBIH CIIEIMAIBHO AJ1s1 HUX [Iproparckuii
JBOpELL.

— Hanomuwt 6s1 kT0 00 3TOM KH:310 KypakuHy, — mpogosikai uMmreparop. — 5 mocias 3a HuM
BUYEpa YTPOM, a €r0 BCE HE BUIATb.

— Tonbko 32 HUM?

— Ja. 5l xouy NOHATH, YTO MPOUCXOAUT B FOPOJIE, MPEKIE YUEM BO3BPALIATH CIOJa €€ BEIMYECTBO
C JETbMH.

— Hanumm npyrue tena?

— Tonbko onHo. Hepasieko ot JleTHero cajia HATKHYJIMCh Ha OKOJIEBIIYIO CTapyXy. — MiMmiepaTtop
roMpauHes. — Bepuiib i1, Ty caMmylo, 4TO FOBOpHWIIAa ¢ Hamu nepes npopbiBoM Pasnioma. { ee y3Hail.

AJieKkceil TSKeJOo CIJIOTHYIL.

Mmneparop nonxsatuil ¢ 1ojia mrary U IpoTsSHyJI eMy:
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— Hepxwu. ITycth cimyxut BO Oaro.

Brnaro... J[louckarbes OHI elnie Toro 6y1ara, KOrjaa TeMHbIE BOJIHBI TUICIIYTCSL Y CAMBIX HOT.

[ToBuHysCh MOPBIBY, AJIEKCel OIYCTHIICS HA KOJIEHO, TPUHKMAs IpeBHee opyxue. imneparop
MIPUHSUT 3TO KaK JOJKHOE, HO CKOJIB3HYBIIAs 10 rydaM yiblOKa rOBOPHMIIA, YTO KECT OH OIEHHII.

N3-3a nepu poneren cmex. Tyt ke y3HaB rosioc KypakuHa, iMneparop BCTpENEHYJICS:

— Hy nakonen-to! Bot u Moii OpUUTHAHTOBBIN KHSI3b.

Ho na nopore Kypakun oobsiBuicst He onuH. [To3aau Hero pemmresnbHo maraina Mapust ®eno-
pOBHa. AJieKkcel MOCTIeINIT TOKJIOHUTBCS, CKpbIBasi HEJOYMEHME.

Nmneparop MuromM pacrepsiyt OaroxesaTesbHbId HACTPOM:

— Kak 310 nonumars?

Wmnepatpuiia crpairHo noxyaena — AJieKceid ¢ TpPyAOM y3HaBajl B ee OJIeJHOM M3MYy4YEeHHOM
JIMIIE TIPEXkHIO Kpacapuily. [lox rmazamu jexany TeHn OeCCOHHBIX HOYEH, HO elre Ooliee rimyOoKkast
TeHb — TeHb HEBOCIIOJIHUMOW yTPAaThl — MpsTAIach HA JHE 3padkoB. M 6e3 Toro HeBecenasi yiblOKa
MMIIepaTpULIbl TIOC/IE TAKOTO IIPUBETCTBUSA CIeJIalach €llle roplie.

— Barrie BenuecTBO Teneph Tak BCTpeyaeT JIIOSIIYIO0 Cynpyry?

— JlioOsimeit cynpyre ObLIA AaHBI YETKHE PACTIOPSIKEHUs, TIe ei ClielyeT HaXOAUThCs, — MPO-
Leaua umnepatop. — A Bbl, Aniekcanp bopucosuu? Bac He cMyTHII0, UTO MOMMU ITPUKa3aMu Tpe-
HeOperaioT?

KypaxuH, 1yuuBIIMIACS JJOCKOM Jaske MOCJIe 0oy MOe3IKH B KapeTe, MPUMUPSIOLIE BCKUHYIT
PYKH, HO OTBETUTHb He ycriesl — Mapus denopoBHa ero onepeausa.

— Anexkcanap BopucoBud, Oyib OH Teriepb XOTh TPYKABI KaHIIIEp, He MMEET MpaBa 3aperiarh
YTO-TO UMIIEPATPULIE.

— Tak ke, Kak “MIIepaTpulla He UMEeT IpaBa UATU MPOTUB BOJM CBOETO MyXka, — OTpe3all
umreparop, o6arposesi. — Ecii, KoHeuHO, y Hee 3a TJieyaMy He CTOUT TBapiusl, TOTOBAsl 3aMa3aThCs
B KPOBH.

Anekcelo 1 Tak ObUIO He TIO ceOe: OH HEeHaBH/IEJT CTAHOBUTHCS CBUJIETEIIEM CCOP B UMITEPATOp-
CKOM JIOME, a TYT CTaJI0 OMPOCTY CTPAIIHO. [JOBOJIBHO TOTO, UTO UMIIEpaTOp OOPYIINI HEMIJIOCTh Ha
CBIHOBEH — AJIEKCaH/Ip OTCUAUTCS B CBOUX MOKOsIX, a KoHcTanTHH yTonuT o6y B BuHe. Ho Mapus
denopoBHa — OHa Be/lb TaKask YyBCTBUTENbHAS. . .

KypakuH BCruiecHy1 pyKaMu.

— lNocriony munocepansiii! Iasen IerpoBuy, uto Bbl Takoe roopute? Kakas reapaus? Mapus
denopoBHa MPOCTO HE MOXKET BHIHOCUThH Pa3ilyKy C BAMU U TPEBOXKUTCS 3a CBIHOBEH. DTO Mpas/a,
YTO IiecapeBUY OYeHb OoseH?

— Ouensb OoseH? — umnepatop (eIpKHYI. — Jla STOT NPUTBOPIIMK yKe Heeso MOT Obl OeraTb,
MIPOCTO €My HPABUTCS pa3bIrpbiBaTh U3 ceOst MyyeHuKa. KOHCTaHTHH BaM, KaXeTcsl, TaK M HAITUCAL.

Mapuss ®PegopoBHa axHya.

— BbI BckpbiBaeTe ux nucpmal

— KoHeuHo, s BckpbiBalo ux nucbMa! — orpbi3Hyscs umneparop. — OiMH B3 B UHTPUTY C
(ppanIy3CKOM IIITMOHKOM, Apyrou 3Hai, 4to Asekcanapa u Enena Boyramce B nonk Henunoson, u
HU cJI0Ba MHe He cka3asl. [Ipukaxere MHe 3a BCE 3TO UX IO TOJIOBKE MOIAANUTh?

Mapus ®enopoBHa HEpPEAKO MEeYAIWIACh WM CEPANIIACh, HO BIEpBble AJIEKCel YBUJIEN €€ B
HacrosiiieM raese. OHa TOIHYJIA HOTOM.

— Ja uto ¢ Bamu Takoe?! IloueMy Bbl IOCTyNaeTe ¢ HAIIMMU MaJIbUMKaMH TaK ke, Kak C BAMU
oOxonuiach ee BenmuvecTBo? Heykenu Baim cTpajiaHusl BaC HUIeMy He Hay4wiu?!

B rueBe oHa nepenuia Ha HEMELKUI, U PE3KUE OUEPTaHHUsI JIAIOUIMX CJIOB TOJIBKO YCHIIMIIU €€
Hatuck. imniepatop otarHyJcs. [o ero suity npouuia cynopora.

— Bamm ynpexku HecripaBeasMBbl M O€30CHOBATEIBHBI, — FOJIOC UMIIEpaTopa CKpUIeT MOpO-
30M. — §1 mpola uX BaM TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO BEPIO: B BAC TOBOPUT ropioioiias Math. AJIEKCAaHAP MO
HaCJIEJHUK, OH UM U OCTAHETCs, €CJIM HE OIYCTUTCS 10 HACTOsAIIEN M3MeHbl. YTO IO Bac — Bbl CBO-
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VMU HeOOIyMaHHBIMH JISUCTBUSIMHU PUCKYETE HE TOJIBKO HaBJIeUb Ha ce0s1 OMTAaCHOCTH, KOTOPHIMHU ellie
TIOJIOH TOPOII, HO U TIOJPhIBAaeTe MOe K BaM JoBepHe. [Ipexie uem 3akaTelBaTh OYEPEAHON CKaHAAM,
M3BOJIbTE TIOAYyMaTh 00 3ToM. — Ero mondoponok 3aapoxan. OH AepHY/I ry0aMu U MaxHyJ pyKOu: —
[Tpous U3 mMoero kabuHera. Bee.

AJekceit 0XOTHO MOCIIeJOBAJT 32 MPUTHXIIUM KypakuHBIM 1 MOIKaBIIIel TyObl UMIIepaTpuIieH.

Crowio UM okazatbcs B nipueMHoi, Mapusi denopoBHa 3aymiachk ciiezaMu. AJIeKcen Oriy-
IIEHHO 3aMep, HO KypakuH, K cyacTbio, MOJHATOPEN B TAKUX JIeJIax MOOOJBIIE ero.

— Hy-Hy-Hy, — IOICKOUMII OH K phlaloIIel noapyre. — Baiie BenmuecTBo, Hy YTO Bbl B CAMOM
nene? bynro ve 3Haete [1asna [lerpoBruua! OH nmocepauTcs ¥ OCTHIHET, OH IPOCTO OUEHb OrOpPYaETCs,
KOTJJa YTO-TO HE TI0 €ro, C CaMOoro JIETCTBA TAaKUM ObUI. A TIOMHHUTE, KaK OH BaM IIeJTyl0 MHCTPYKIIHIO
Harmca, 4ero Aenarh 1 Yero He JesiaTh, KOra Bbl JOJUKHBI ObUTH UATH 1071 BeHel? Pa3Be Takue BOT
MIPUYY/Ibl MEIIaIU eMy JTIOOUTh Bac Bce 9Tv rofibl? Hy He ropioiite Tak, y MEHsI cepille pa3phiBaeTcs.

Karm cne3, koropele Mapus ®enoposHa poHsuia KypakrHy Ha Kam30J1, UICKPWINCH TaK Xe,
KaK OpUJUTMAHTBI, KOTOPhIMU ObLT OOBeIlaH ero Hapsii. Asiekcelo KypakvH HHMKOTia He HPaBUJICS:
IIIyMHBIH, OECTOIKOBBIN, HEPACTOPOITHBIN, CIMIIKOM ONM3KUIA K umriepatopy. .. Ho ceituac o morya
nopanoBajics — Mapun ®enopoBHe HyXeH ObLT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIA MOIACPKUT U yTEIIUT €€ B 3TU
HETPOCThIe BpeMeHa.

Cam Anekcell He 3HaJI, Kyaa ceOs JeBaTh. YUTU He TMOIMPOIIABIIMCH HEJb3s, MOAATh TOJIOC
rocpeay Takou ciieHbl — Toxke. K cyacteio, Mapus ®enopoBHa CKOpo B3siia ceOs B PyKHU U yTepia
71a3a yCIykJIMBo noganHbM Kypakunsiv riatkoM. Ee BiaxHO OniecHyBIIUE 171a3a OCTAHOBHJIVICH Ha
Anekcee.

— Auniekcell AHIpeeBUY, Bbl BUAEH, KaKk ymepiia MOsl 104b?

Borpoc Ha MrHOBEHHE €ro OTyIIHIL.

— Her, Bame BesmyectBo. S 3ammiian umneparopa. — AJIEKCaHAP BCe €le HU CJIOBOM HE
YIIPEKHYJT €r0 3a TO, YTO, BHIOMpasi MKy OTLIOM M CIHOM, AJIEKCel BBIOpasl ero BeJMYecTBO, HO
naMsTh 00 9TOM JIMIIAIa MTPOM3HECEHHBIE CJIOBA M YECTH, U CIAJ0CTH. — SI... 0YeHb cOOOJIe3HYIO
Balleit norepe. MHe kaJjb, 4TO 51 HE CMOT C/IeJIaTh OOJbIIIE.

— Brl He BuHOBaTHI, — Mapus denopoBHa nokayasia rojloBOW U CHOBA BCXJIMIHYNA. — beHas
MosI IeBoYKa. .. He 3Haio, 3a 4TO Halllell CeMbe BCE 9TH UCTIBITAHHUS. . .

AJnekcell U caM 3aJaBaJICsl ITUM BOIIPOCOM.

— Ho kak e oH Mor oTociaTh AJIeKCaHApy. .. — UMIIepaTpriia Oy/ATo FOBOpMIIA caMa ¢ COOOM. —
STO YyJOBUIITHO — BCe, uTo ceruac nmpoucxoaurt. [Ipasaa, uto Buktopa IlaBnoBuua nepxar B Cek-
peraom [ome?

XOoTb 37ech y AsieKcest ObLJT XOPOIIIUE BECTH.

— I'pacpa KouyOest ormyctii ceronst yrpoM. EMy He nipeibsiBIeHO HUKAKUX OOBUHEHUIA.

Hpyroe zieino, 4to (popMaIbHBIX OOBSABICHUN 1 HE HY’KHO — UMIIEPATOP MOT OTAENATHCS OT KOTO
XOYeT MOJ] KAKMM YTO/IHO MPEJIOroM, Ha TO OH 1 umniepatop. Ho XOTh He CKaxyT, 4TO ero BeJIMYECTBO
BO3BOJIUT HA KOTO-TO HAINPACIWHY JIMIIb TIOTOMY, YTO 3TOMY KOMY-TO HE MOCYACTIMBUIOCH OBITH
JPYrOM €ro ChlHa.

— Hy cnaga 6ory. Anekcanip, HaBepHOe, Bech U3BeJIcs OT TpeBoru. Hamo emy pacckasatsb, e
eie He 3HaeT. Asiekcanap bopucosuy, Bel ocraerech?

— Jla, s momoxy 37ech, noka [lasmy [erpoBuuy He OyneT yroqHO MeHs MPUHSThH. — Kypakux
yxke 00I000BaT MATKOE KPecyio, B KOTOPOM OOBIYHO CUMTa MyX Oe3nebHUK KyTaiicoB. — Bel Toke
BO3Bpalaitech. Bot yBumure, oH yxe 3a0yaeT, 4YTO XaHIPUIL.

Brixonuiio, 4To yecTh COMpOBOXKIATh UMIIEpaTpuIly Bbinaia Ajiekcero. OHU HECIIEIITHO Harpa-
BUJIMCh B TIOKOW BEJIMKOKHSKECKON 4yeThl. Kya paHbliie, 4eM ObUIO CIIOCOOHO OOBIYHOE UesioBeve-
CKO€ yX0, ApakueeB pa3IMyul 3a 3alepTOi IBEPbIO B3BOJIHOBAHHBIE IOJIOCA.
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— Hy Hey:xenu Tbl HE MOXelllb OCTaTbCsA? — 3TO TOBOPUIT AJIEKCAH[IP, Ja €Ie C TAKUM KapoM,
Kakoro AJieKcell OT Hero JaBHO Yke He ciblmai — Bee eme mMoxer odoitrck! TBoero asiio Tak
YBaXXaJIH, YK KOHEYHO. . .

— «YX KOHE4YHO» 4T0? — mepeOu1 apyrou rojoc — rpacda Kouybdest. — Yk KOHEUHO, MeHsI He
otaanyT TaitHON Dkcneauiu Bo Bropoit pa3? Her, AnekcaHap, W3BUHU MEHS, HO CHJIETh 3/1eCh U
KJaTh, KOTJa TIOI0 MHOM 3eMJIsl pa3Bep3HeTCs], sl He Mory, aaxe paau teos. [To-moemy, ero Benmue-
CTBO U TIPH XKEJIAHUU HE CMOT Obl HAMEKHYTb SICHEE.

[Tpo3Byuaso ere uTo-T0 HepazdopurBoe. [Totom TpeTnii rosoc:

— ¢ TeOs mpoBOKY.

[aru, nBepu pacnaxnynuch. Ha mopore Beipocin Yapropsivickuii ¢ Kouybeem: nepBbiii — co
CBOE OOBIYHON KAMEHHOW MOPIIO¥, BTOPOM — CTPAIITHO B3BOJTHOBAHHBIN. YBU/IEB UMIIEpaTpPUILy, 00a
3actbuid. [IoToM, CIOXBAaTUBLIKCH, TOKJIOHUJIHCH.

— Bame BenmmuectBo, — BoiroBopus Kouyoeit. — Mbl 1 He 3HaJIN, YTO Bbl BEPHYJIHCh.

— Tonbko ceituac. — [71a3a uMIiepaTpuIs! eie ObLT KPaCHBIMU OT CJie3, HO OHA YJIbIOHY1ach. —
Buxy, Bbl Toponutech? $1 Bac He 3anepxkuBaio. Craci0o, 4To He 3a0bIBacTe O €ro BHICOUECTBE.

Kouy6eii, cMyTHBIIHCH, OTBE I71a3a, YapTopbliickuii Moda KuBHYI. O0a MOCTIENIIA TPOYb.
AJexceil MpOBOAMI UX HENPHSI3HEHHBIM B3MIsA0M. MmmepaTpuiia, mo3adbB yCTaIoCTh U Tievab,
MOANOPXHYJIA K MOPOTY.

AJekcanzip cujiel Bce B TOM K€ Kpeciie, HO B 3TOT pa3 — B oO1iecTe keHsl. JKuBot y Enu3a-
BEThl AJIEKCEEBHBI YK€ 3aMETHO OKPYIJIHJICS — TTOXOKe, OHA CHJIBHO NMOBPEMEHMIIa C OOBSIBICHUEM
o cBoeil 6epemenHocTH. [Ipexae Mosoaple Cynpyru 3a npejaesnaMmu (popMasibHBIX CITy4yaeB MOYTH He
MIPOBOIWIIM APYT C IPYTOM BpeMs, HO TO JIM OXUAaHue peOeHKa, TO JIM MOCHINABIIMECs Ha TOJIOBY
riecapeBrya MpooIeMbl UX CIUIOTHJIH.

[TepBbiM n1e10M AJlekcaHap BIUJICSA B3IISIOM B Ajiekces. [IoToM MoHsI, KTO CTOUT psAIoM, U
ycTajasi TpeBora cjeresa C ero Juia.

— Marymka! — OH xoTes ObUIO BCKOUMTh, HO Enm3aBera AJiekceeBHa IMIMKHYJIA HAa HEro, U
LilecapeBUY OCTaJICs B Kpece.

Anekceit, 9yBCTBYs ceOs JIMIITHAM Ha CEMEHHOM BOCCOEAMHEHUH, CUEIT TO JIyUIleld BO3MOX-
HOCTBIO OTKJIaHAThCS. [loceiHee, 4To OH yBUAEI, MTPEXkE YeM 3aKPhITh 32 COOOM IBepb, Kak Mapus
denopoBHA 3aKTI0YAET CHIHA B OOBSATHSA.

Hy1iiy BOpyT NOJIOCHYJIAa HECTEpIUMAasi TOCKa o JoMy. [1asiblibl MPUBBIYHO HAIILYTIAINA BUCSIIANA
noj1 pyoarrkoii 00pa3oK, KOTOPbIA MaTh IMOBECHIa eMy Ha Ielo, Koraa AJIeKcel BIepBble TTOKUAAT
POIUTENLCKHA I0OM. Y peunt He MOIJIO OBITh O TOM, YTOOBI ChE3AUTh B POIHbBIE Kpasi, — CIUIIKOM
MHOT0 00sI3aHHOCTEM, a U pa3Be MOXKET OH yeXaTh, KOTJla OTHOIICHUS B IAPCKOW CeMbe TaK HaKa-
JIVJTACH ?

«TBoM I0OM Teneps 37eCh».

He B 3axonmycTHOM uMeHbuUIIe Ha Oepery o3epa v He B [0KaJI0BaHHOM eMy [ py3uHO, Jaxe He B
OTCTPOEHHOM OCOOHsIKe Ha Motike. Ero su3Hb OblTa HEOTAEIMMA OT CITyKObl UMIIEPATOPY, ¥ XOTS 9Ta
MBICJIb HAalIOJIHSJIa TOPAOCTBIO, OT Hee BESJIO YAYIUIMBOW MEJIaHXOJIMen. AJleKcel TpUayMall TOJIbKO
OJIH CHOCO0O MPUBECTH PACCTPOSHHBIE YYBCTBA B MOPS/IOK — HABECTUTH BEYepOM OpaTheB.

Kazapmbl, B KOTOpBIX pa3Melnascs Jei0-reapaun apTUIIEPUACKH OaTaIboH, CTOSTH TTOTpy-
JeHHble B COH. Ere Obl, yachl MOKa3bIBAIN YKe MOJIOBUHY TPETHErO, Ha ABOPE — KPOMEIIIHAS ThMa,
HO paHbIllie BEIPBATHCS MPOCTO HE yAaloch. HaTpyskeHHbIE 171a3a O0JIe3HEHHO MYIbCHPOBAJIH, OTHAKO
MOPO3HBII BO3/lyX UX HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMJI. A Korjga AJieKcell MoXo/s BILyCTHII IOf] KOXY IpoJieTaB-
11ero MUMo Oeca, CTajo emie Jydile.

AHjpeil xaai ero y JBepei, HaJeKHO 3allUILEHHbI OT X0J10Ja TEeIUIbIM 3UMHUM MYHAUPOM
1 OyTBUIKOM BUHA B pyKe. AJIeKcel OMOPIIHICS.

— ToI KaXx I I€HD IbEIIb?
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— A ThI Ka/Iplii IeHb BOpPUMILL? — AHAPE KpUBO ycMexHyJIcs. — Ona3apiBaeT Ha TPU yaca u
ele HOTAIKM MHEe YUTaeT. § yxe Xkajelo, 4To y MeHs Tak ObICTPO BOCCTAHOBHUIICS CITyX.

— Thl mpeKkpacHO 3Haelllb, YTO 51 He PaJy YAOBOJILCTBHUS BOPUY, — OrpbI3HYJcs Asekceid. — O
TeOe xke neKych. Ero BesmuecTBo He TepnuT nbsHuil. Eciu Test Bo Bpems ci1yKObl Ha YeM-TO TAKOM
MOUMAIOT, MaJIO HE TTOKAKETCS.

O0oux ero OpaTheB MOBLICKIN B YMHE MOCJe Ofep:KaHHOW MoOepl, HO maaeHue HemumoBoi
BCEM HAIOMHUJIO, KaK HEMOCTOSIHHA MMITEPATOPCKAask MUAJIOCTb.

— 4 He nypak, 4TOOBI MEHsI OMMAIH, — OTMaxHyJcs AHnapei. — [omm gasait, pa3oyaum [eto.

KazapmeHHbIi1 1a3apeT, r/ie OrpaBisuIuch OT PaHEHHM CONIATHI ¥ O(pHLIEPHI, ObLT IPOCTOPHBIM
Y YUCTBIM, 3TO OBUIO BUJHO J]a’ke B CBETE OJIMHOKOW CBEYM Ha CTOJIe JIeKYpHOTro Jiekapsi. iMneparop
HEepeIKO HaBeIbIBAJICS B Ka3apMbl C MHCIIEKIIMEH — TIPOBEPSLI, BCETO JIM Y CONAAT BAOBOJb U OKa3bl-
BAETCs JIU UM JOJKHBI METUITMHCKUI YXO/I.

Bonbinas yacth koek mycroBasia. [Tporiio yxke MOpsiIOYHO BPEMEHU — PaHCHHbIE B OMTBE
VT TIOTTPABUJIMCH, WJIA OTIIPABUIIMCH Ha TOT cBeT. Ho Ilerss yMyapuiicsi BRIBUXHYTh HOTY TIOBTOPHO,
TOJIBKO BEPHYBIIIKCh B CTPOi1, U Terepb 0e33a00THO Xpariest Ha OMvKaiiiel K OKHy KpoBaTu. AHIpeit
OecriepeMOHHO ero pactonkai. [leTs cen, oconoBeno Xjonas ria3aMu, HO MpH Buae AJieKcest pac-
TUTBLICS B IIUPOYEHHOM yibiOKe. Ha myine noreriersno.

— MHe ckazanu enie HeJleso JiexKaTh, IPe/ICTaBIsgellb? — [0XKaJ0BaJICs OH, KUBas Ha MepeBs-
3aHHYIO HOTy. — Jla y MeH# yXe 1 He OOJIMT HMYero, XOTh ceiiuac TOTOB Ha MaHeBpax Oerath. Moxer,
XOThb ThI UM CKaxelb? Tebe-To modosaTCs «HeT» OTBETHTb.

— YtoObI THI BRIBUXHYJI HOTY B TPEeTHii pa3? — AJieKcell ycesics Ha COCEIHIOI KOWKy. — HeT yik,
JIek¥ BbI3iopaBivBail. LlecapeBrd Toxe MOBpPEIWI HOTY, U HUUETO, CUUT TTAUHBKOM.

— AX, Hy ec/i caM 1iecapeBud. .. — [IeTHH rojioc COUmICsl HACMEIIKOW, HO, KaxeTcsl, 0e337100-
HOW.

AmnjIpeit ycelncst psaaoM U MPoTsAHYI AJiekceto OyThUIKY. TOT MOTHYIT TOJIOBOM.

— MHe yepe3 ueTbipe yaca 3a pa3BoJl BOMCK oTBevaTh. HykHa cBexkas rojioaa.

— Hy kak xouems. — AHApeii oTxJ1e0HyI U3 ropia u nepenai Oyteiiky [lete. Tot ¢ sHTY3Ha3MOM
3a Hee yXBaTujICcs. XMYPbIid B3MJIsA AJIeKces er0 HA Karld He CMYTHIL

— Uro? 4 nenpiMu THAMU Oe3 Jea BaISIIOCh. TONBKO M OCTaeTCsl, UTO MUTh J]a BOPOH B OKHE
CUUTATh.

Crioputh ObUIO OeccMBICTeHHO: AHAper mpopoawi ¢ [leteit ropa3zgo Oosbilie BpeMeHH, ero
BJIMsIHUE AJlekcelo He nepeOuTh. OcTaBasioch HaaesThes, uTo K [lete ¢ romamu npuer 6osbiie Ona-
ropazyMus.

C KoOIKM 100/aJIb, HAa KOTOPOI BBICWJICSI HEONPATHBII BOPOX OZAESL, IOHECCS CYyXOU 3a/IbIXalo-
mmicd kamenb. OH He CMOJIKaJI Tak J0Jr0, 4To AJlekced 3a0eCIOKOMIICH:

— Tam He nomupaioT, yacom?

— Jla Her, oH Hezemo yxe Takou, — 3eBHYJ Ilers. — Buepa u mozaBuepa He momep, Tak 4TO
CEroJIHs C 4ero Obl?

Ho Anekceii Buziesn 1o, 4To ObUIO HEJIOCTYITHO B3IVIS1aM €ro OpaTheB: HaJl TIOCTENbI0 OOIBHOTO
ponuch OechopMeHHbIE OEChI.

«[Ipoub!» — mogymast OH 3710, ¥ YEepHbIE TBAPH OPOCHIIUCH BPACCHITHYIO, 3a0MBasICh B IIEIH
T0J1a ¥ BBUIETast B IBEPHOM MpoeM. BobHOM 3a/pIial rryoxe.

Onwu 3a0ontamuck. ['opopum 6ombinie Tletss u AHapen, HO AJiekcell, OOBIYHO He MEePEeHOCUB-
WA ITyCTOM Tpert, OOHAPYXKUJI, YTO CIIYIIAeT UX paccKasbl 00 apTHIICPUICKUX OYTHSAX C YIOBOJb-
crBueM. Korga-to crath opuiiepom ot apTuisiepuu ObUIO MpeesioM ero Mmeutanuid. IHTepecHo, Kak
OBl CJIOXKMJIACH €T0 KU3Hb, He TIOPEKOMEHIYH ero HacJIeTHUKY TpecTofia reHepan MeauccuHo?

«[Ipozsid6an Obl B 0€3BECTHOCTH, BBICTYKUBASCh MEpe/l 32K PABIIUMUCS HUYTOKECTBAMU, — BOT
KakK».
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Her, xanets TyT He 0 uem. CBOMM (paHTACTHUECKUM B3JIETOM AJIeKcel 00s13aH ero BeJIMYECTBY,
Y TIyCTb ceifuac TpyIHbIM BpeMeHaM He BUJHO KOHIIA U Kpasi, ero IOJT — ObITh PAJIOM C UMIIEPaTOPOM.

[NepeBamiio 3a yeTbIpe yaca, 1 AJieKceil yxke coOMpasicsl Ha3al — MOTBITAThCs yPBATh XOTb IApy
YacoB CHa, — Korjga 6ecey CHOBa IpepBasl IPUCTYH YKacHOTo Kanuist. BoibHOI curmen Tak HaJIcaaHo,
4TO AJIeKCel He BhIAep:Kal U PacTOJIKaJl IPEMABIIEro 3a CTOJIOM JIeKapsl.

— ITocmoTpuTe, YTO TaM C TUM, — OH KUBHYJI HA BOPOX OfesLI.

[NonsB, KTO MIepe] HUM, JieKapb He OcMesUyICs Bo3paxarh. [1onoins K KoWke, OH MPUHSLICS
pasrpedaTth ofiesiyia, MoKa Ha CBET He TIOKA3aJICs UCXYJaJIbIi, Oe/IHbI KaKk CMEpTh MapeHeK C 3araB-
My mekamu. [lpu B3misiie Ha Hero AJiekcest MpormoO XonoaHeli mot. Ha GnemHol koxe, OyaTo
CJIeJIbl 3aCTapesibiX T0O0EB, BHICTYNAIM YEPHBIE Pa3BO/IBI.

OH MOACKOYMIT K KOWKe, e/JBa He COUB JieKapsi ¢ HOT.

— JlaBHO y Hero 3TH nsTHa?

— Her, Baiiie BHICOKOIIPEBOCXOUTENBCTBO, — MposieneTan Jekapb. — C yTpa Hu4ero He ObUIO,
KJISIHYCh 60orom!

BonbHo# cHoBa 3amesncs B rpuctyte. C ero ryd copBajioch HECKOJIBKO TEMHBIX Kamesb: TO JIN
KPOBb, TO JIA YTO TOXYyKe. AHApel Toke MOOIIEN — HU cliefa ObIJION pa3Bs3HOCTH.

— Yero 3710 ¢ HUM?

[lets oTyasiHHO TSHYJ 1LIEI0 CO CBOEH KOMKHU.

Anekceil OTTeCHUT OpaTa IIedoM, YTOOBI HEe CTOSUT CIMIKOM Onm3ko. HakmoHwscs Obuio K
OOJILHOMY, TBITASICh PA3IJISAACTh €ro I71a3a, TOHKOM MOJIOCKOW TTOOIeCKUBAIOIIIE U3-TIO]T OIMYIIIeHHBIX
BEK, KaK BAPYI TOT caM BbITapanqicsi Ha Hero. Karens obopBascs. Ha cmeny siBIICS TpecKyuuit
XpUI:

— Tema rpsger. Tema rpsger. Toma rpsger.

benku ero ras nouepHenu.

Jlexapp ucmyranHo monATwics. AHnpeit oneneHen. M tonmbko Asiekcesi OoJbliie 3aHUMAIH
cyioBa 00€3yMeBIIIEro CoJIara.

— Tema rpsaper. Tema rpsager. Tema rp... — YUepHas CIsKOTH XJIBIHYJIA Y HETO T'OPJIOM, 3aJIAmalia
MOI00POJIOK, TPY/Ib U OISO,

KT0-TO M3 mocTosIbIIeB 1a3apeTa NpOCHYJICS U UCIYTaHHO 3aBOIIHIL.

— Tuxo! — psaBknyn Anekceit. — Tuxo, KoMy roBopsr!

KomManHbIf TOH 1 Tapa 3aTpeliyH MOJeCTBOBAIM — B Jla3apeTe CHOBA BOIAPUJIACH THIIHHA.
Bce Tonbko Iposkany 1 0OMEHUBATUCh OPOOETBIMY B3MIISIJAMU, HO HE TOJIOCHJIH.

— YMepiiiero HUIKOMY HE TPOTaTh, — PaCOPAIWIC AJleKkcel, yOeTUBIIMCh, YTO BCe, BKJIIOUYAsT
JieKapsi, ero ciaymaiT. — S 10710y ero BenudecTBy. JKauTe JaqbHENIINX PACIOPSIKEHUH.

W, no3a0bIB MPOCTUTHLCS ¢ OpaThsiMU, OH OPOCHIICS BOH.
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I'naBa 4
Ho:x 6pagoopest

— ...He MOTY MPOCTO TMOTHATh ee co aBopa. Kak 1o Oyaer BHIIAAETh?

— A Kak BBHIIVISIIUT TO, YTO YCTpowiu oHM ¢ rpadpom? Eciu Tak moiaer nasbiie, Kak Obl Balliu
TMO/IIaHHbIE HE HAYAJIY IIEeNTaThCs, UTo. . .

Ycraneiii roioc uMneparopa 1 BKpaauuBbiil — KyTaiicoBa cMoikim, Koraa Anekceit 3abapada-
HWI B IBEPb.

— Barre BenmmuectBo! — AJiekcell He 3HaJT, OCMENWIICS JTA Obl IOMUTBCS B TIOKOM UMIIEpaTopa,
eciu Obl TOT elle Crall, HO, K CYACTBIO, CETOIHS TOT BCTAJI €1l paHbllie OOBIKHOBEHHOTO.

— YT0 TaM onATh crpsiciaoch? 3axoqure!

AJekcell MOCHIENTHO IIarHyJ1 B KOMHATY U 3amep. Vimmepatop, ere B HOUHO# pyOaitike, cuae
Ha CTyJIe C 3alPOKMHYTOH royioBoi. Ero et u nopbopoaok nokpeiBasia MbUTbHAS MeHa. KyTaiicoB
CTOSUT PSIIOM C HATOYCHHBIM OpagoOpeiCKUM HOKOM — TIporieaypa OpuThs OblIa B CaMOM pasrape.
Huuero HeoOBIYHOTO, HO BUJT OCTPOTO JIE3BUS Y CAMOT'0 TOpJia MMIIepaTopa B30pBaJ B Ipyan Asekces
HEKOHTPOJIMPYEMOe KeJIaHUe CJIOMaTh KaMepIUHEPY PYKY.

KyraiicoB HEBO3MYTHMO BEpHYJICSI K CBOeMY 3aHATHIO. Jle3Bue 3aCKONb3MIO BBEPX U BHMU3,
BBEpX U BHU3, JIOBS CBET cBeve. MimmnepaTop ckocuil B3Misi Ha AJiekces:

— Anekceit AHApeeBUY, BbI 3acHYIM? S monarato, eciiv Obl 1eJ10 He ObUIO CPOYHBIM, BBI TOKIa-
JCh OBl Yaca Mojiayd paropTa.

— [a, Baie BeqMUeCcTBO, — BHIABUIT AJIEKCel, He B CHJIaX OTOPBaTh B3I OT HOXa. OQHOro
pocyuepKa JOCTaTOUHO, YTOOBI 000PBATh KU3Hb BJIAJIBIKK OTPOMHOM CTpaHHI. .. M mogoOHas BiacThb —
B pyKax Takoro yejioBeka, kak Kyraiicos.

KyraiicoB, 3aMeTuB ero B3IV, HAXaJIBHO YIIBIOHYJCS. HakaTuino HOBoe kenaHue — pa3OuTh
eMy JIMLO. AJIeKcel ¢ TPYAOM 3aCTaBmIl ceOsi TOBOPUTb.

Mmmnepatop BHUMaTEIbHO BBHICTYIIAT €0 paccka3 o MpOoM3olIeAnieM B Kazapmax. K KoHiry
KyTaiicoB ye cTipal MbUIbHYIO TIeHY caipeTKON 1 0OMBIBAJI HOXK B Ta3UKE C MOMYTHEBITIEH BOJOM.
JIuto nmmneparopa ObUTIO MPaYHBIM.

— Huyero ne nonumaio. [Toyemy... — OH ocekcsl.

OKHO OBIJIO TPUOTKPHITO. Y HUX HA I71a3aX BMECTE C COYAIIECS C YITUIIBI CTPYHKOW MOPO3HOTO
BO3/IyXa B KOMHATY HEBO3MYTHMO BILTBUI Oec pasmMepoM ¢ Kynak. [ToOneqHes, nmmneparop ykasan Ha
HETO NaJIbLIEM.

Anekceii He ycrien cpearupoBaTh. Hox KyraiicoBa co CBUCTOM paccek BO3AyX POBHO B TOM
MecTe, KyJa yKas3bIBaJl IAPCTBEHHBIN MEPCT, U CO CTYKOM BoIlieN B cTeHy. bec pasznererncst o61aukom
MIJIBL.

— C kakux nop, — CUIUIO MTPOM3HEC UMITepaTop, — OEChl 3aJIeTal0T KO MHE B TIOKOM KakK K cebe
oMo ?

KyraiicoB HacMenuiiBo nokocusicst Ha Asiekcest. BupimMo, pHIiuio B rojioBy TO ke, 4TO U eMy:
«bec nectu mpegan». Ayekcedl 10 00U CTHCHYJ uenmiocTd. JKapKuil THEB BBITECHWII TIOTPsICEHHE,
XOTS1 OH HE 3HAJ, YTO OILISJIOMIJIO ero Oosbiie: To, uto KyTaiicoB ymeeT MeTaTh HOXHU, WU TO, YTO
ero HOX C KaKOW-TO PafoCTH ObLT U3 OCBAIIEHHOM CTaIN.

Mmmnepatop nonoiesn K OKHY U IJISTHYJT BHU3:

— A 9TH Ge3/1eNTIbHUKY CTOSIT U B yC He AyloT! CXomuTe-Ka HATOMHUTE UM, B YeM 3aKJTI0YaloTCs
00s13aHHOCTH TBapaeiieB. U Benute oceayiath MHe JIOMIAb.

3HaKkomasi KpacHasi TieJieHa yke 3acTuiiajia 1j1as3a, Korga AJiekcell Beuietels u3 asopua. Yaco-
BbIe, Uys Oemy, Harpsrvch. U He 3pst — Oe3BbIxoqHast sipocTh Ha KyTaiicoBa B3BUHTHIIa AJieKcest He
MEHBIIIe, YeM XaJIaTHOCTh 3THX IPSHHBIX O€3/1eTbHUKOB.
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— UeM BbI 3aHUMAaeTeCh?! — IPOIIUIIET OH, TIOICKAKMBast K YepHO-OeJIbIM rBapeiiaMm, IexKy-
pAIIKM 1O OKHaMU umrieparopa. lHoropoaHue — B Mo ux Asekceil He 3Hail. — Criute, 4to jam?!

BecoroHsl 0TOpoIIeno nepersiHyMCh.

— Jla MBI pa3Be 4TO HE TaK CAeIaU? — pacTepsIHHO MPOOOPMOTAIT OIMKANIINT.

Ero oconosesbiii Bi B30ecu Ajekces ere OoJblIIe.

— Bce BB crienanmm He Tak! — pABKHYJ OH, CKMMasl KyJIakd. — Y Bac ofHa padoTa — CMOTpETb,
YTOOBI HUKAKWE TBApH BO JBOpPELl HE MpoJie3yu!

— Tak MBI cMOTpeJH, Ballle BHICOKOIPEBOCXOIUTENIBCTBO. . .

«W3 MockBbl», — pemmt Aniekceid. TonbKo TaMm 6eCOroHsl TaKMe CaMOYBEPEHHBIE U TAKHe pac-
nymnieHHsie. Hy HUYero, oH-To ¢ HUX TOHOP TOCOMBAET. . .

Jlo mocneaHero MrHOBeHHUsI TBapeel] CMOTPeST Ha €ro PyKy ¢ M3YMJICHHBIM JIIOOOIBITCTBOM,
OyITO AaXe B MBICJISIX JIOIYCTUTh HE MOT, YTO 3TO BCepbe3. 3aTo OT yaapa MapaxHyJcs TaK, YTo UyTb
He cBaytwiics B cyrpo0. Ero cocenn Habmoaanu ¢ BuITapalieHHbIMU T1a3aMu.

— ITnoxo cMoTpenu, eciu Oechl K ero BeIM4ecTBy B OKHO BiieTaloT! — [IpaTh IIOTKY Ha MOpO3€e
ObLIO 10 onypy NpusATHO. HanpsikeHue ucnapsiioch ObICTpee Teria, JAake 3a/IbIIanoch CBOOOIHEe.
HakoHe1-to XoTb 4TO-TO MPOCTOE U MOHSITHOE. Yero ere 3acayKUBaloT JIOABIPH, TIOCTABUBIIINE MO
yrpo3y 0J1arocoCTosIHUEe UMITePaTopa, €CJIM He XOPOIIIel TPernKu?

Tsoxeno apimia, Anekcedl UCToioObst TIISIHYJT Ha OCTaIbHBIX rBapiaeiieB. Te B yxace oTimar-
Hy/MCh. Tak-To Jyyie.

Bu 3axuMarornero KpoBsiuii Hoc 6ecoroHa HempUsITHO HAIIOMHUJI TTOATIONKOBHUKA JIeHa, HO
Anekceit ObICTpO ceOsl YCIIOKOMII: MHOTO JIET MPOIILIO, K TOTeEpe ABOPSHCKON HEMPUKOCHOBEHHOCTH
BCE YK€ MPUBBIKJIM. Jla ¥ OT OIHOTO ThIYKA TOMY AYPHIO Bpeda MEHbIIIE, YeM ecid Obl UMIIepaTop
B3$UT [IeJI0 B CBOM PYKH Y OTIPABWJI TPOBUHUBIIUXCS MPSMUKOM B KPETOCTb.

ByaTo npu3BaHHbIN €ro MBICIISIMU, C3a11 Pa3ajics 3HAKOMBIN 3BOH mITop. ViMriepaTop OKUHYT
NieperyraHHbIX IBapAenIIeB XOIOAHBIM B3IJISIOM U OCBEIOMUIICS:

— Kro nexypHsbiil opuiiep?

— Kanuran Srepc, Bailie BeJIMYECTBO.

— Ilepenaiite emy, uro oH yBojsieH. nemre, Anekceit AHapeeBuY.

— «Tpma rpsiaer»? D70 Bee, 4TO OH cKazan?

— Jla, Barre Benu4ecTBO. [14Th ¢ TIOOBUHOM pas.

Nmneparop, OypaBsIiuii B3IISIIOM YepPHbIE OTMETUHBI Ha TeJIe MOTHOITero, 00epHyJICs K TIOI0-
00CTpaCcTHO CrOPOMBILIEMYCS JIEKAPIO:

— BbI yBepeHbl, 4TO BUepa yTPOM KoXka y Hero Oblia urcTtas?

— Ha, Bame BenuuectBo. S nmpoBepsut, HU4Yero. la u otkyna? OH Belb BOCHAJIEHUEM JIETKUX
crpanai. Hukoraa He BUIes, 4TOObI OT STOTO TAKOE BBIXOIHUIIO.

— A oueHb OH OB IJIOX ?

— Jla Kak cka3zarh, Ballle BeJIMYecTBO. Mor elle BhIKapaOKaThCs, a MOT U Ha TOT CBET OTIIpa-
BUTHCA. 1 oTripaBuiics.

— Houblo Ham HUM Kpy)uiu Oechl, — 3aMeTHT AJIeKCel BIoirooca. — Sl X OTorHaji, HO OH,
MIOXOXKe, yXKe ObUT He JKHUJIell.

— CocyT cwiibl y TsKeno OOJNBHBIX, — TporeAna uMrepatop. — Tyt Hudero HoBoro. Ho 4urto
3HaYaT 3TU METKU?

AJekceil He Harlescs ¢ OTBETOM. ViMmiepaTtop co B3[JOXOM OTOIIIE]T OT KOMKH.

— Ioxoponurts ero, — pacriopssauics oH. — Eciii Ha KOM-TO ellle TOSIBATCS TaKre OTMETHHBI,
Cpasy MochbUIaliTe KO MHE.

He nmocnymag nereuyiye 3aBepeHus JieKapsi, YT0 UMEHHO TakK TOT W TOCTYIUT, UMIIEPATOp
BhIITIeN B Kopuaop. Conaarsl yxe ObUTH Ha HOTaxX U CTISIIUIIN 10 CBOMM JIejiaM, HO, 3aBUJIEB rOCynaps,
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3aMUpaJIi M BBITATMBAINCH B CTPYHKY. TOT KMBaJl UM, €[1Ba 3aMeyasi, U TOJIbKO Yy CaMBIX [IBEpe
00EpHYJICS M OKUHYJ POOCIONINX BOSIK BHUMATEIBHBIM B3IJISIOM:

— ¥V Bac Bcero BaoBosb? KajoBaHue miatst BOBpemsi?

— Tak Touno! 3ab6otamu Baiero BearuecTBa! — rpsHYJ HECTPOMHBIN OTBET.

JIuio nmnepaTopa CMArYMIOCH.

— Xoporo.

OH MaxHyJ1 AJIeKcelo pyKOi, 1 OHU BHILIUTA B uepHoe yTpo. [lon canmoramu 3ackpurelt CHer.

— Hy urto, Anekceit AnapeeBud? Bol uto-HHOYIb TOHMMAaeTe?

— «TbMa rpsager». .. bynro MI3HaHKka nbITaeTcsi TOBOPUTH C HAMU. — AJIEKCEl BCKOUMIT B CEIIO,
CTapasich CKPBITh APOXKb. MBICIIb O TOM, UTO ThMa MOIJIa CUJIETh HE TOJILKO B €I0 TeJIe, HO U B pa3yMe
OOBIYHBIX JTIOJEH, HATIONHSLIA €r0 OE30TUETHBIM yKAacoM. — PaHbllie 51 CIIBIIIA ee ToloC TONBKO BO
CHax. A Teneps...

— Pa3Be M3HaHka MoxkeT pa3roBapuBaTh?

— I'epmaH roBOpuJI, YTO Y ThMBI €CTh pa3yM.

— A 4t0 THI? — TOIMOT KOIBIT CJUJICS C XPYCTOM CHera. — Thl B 3TO BepHILb?

Bosnbie Bcero Ha cBete AJIEKCEI0 XOTENOCh CKa3aTh YBEPEHHOE «HET».

— 41 He 3Har0, BaIle BeJIMYECTRO.

Yro-To roBOpHIIO C HUM: Oechl, ThMa, MI3HaHKa — Ha3bIBall Kak Xouelb. VX 1menoT Bocriame-
HsUJT €0 SIpOCThb, MX BKPAAYMBOE HIUIIEHNE TPeOOBAJIO pa3pyllarh, KapaTh U yousars. Ho BO3MOKHO
u 1pyroe. MoxeT, HeT HUKAaKOro CTPALIHOTO YEPHOIO pa3yMa, B3bIBAIOIIETO K HEMY U3 OKEaHa ThMBbI.
Moxkert, Bce UepHBIE CJIOBA, UTO OH CJIBIILIAJ, BCE YUEPHBIE MBICJI, HAIIOIHSBILIME €I0 TOJI0BY, C CAMOTO
Havasa npuHaajIexam eMy ogHomy. U B 6ecax, B BEUHOW HOUM, OH, KaK B 3epKaJie, BUEJ CBOe CO0-
CTBEHHOE OTpaxkeHHe. AJieKcell THajl OT ceOsl 3TY MBICTb TaK ke OTYasHHO, KaK PaHEHBIH OTTOHSET
CJIETEBIIMXCS TIO)KUBUTBCS €T0 IJIOTHIO CTEPBSATHUKOB.

— Kak MHe 3T0 Ha/10eJ10 — HUYero He 3HaTh! — BOCKJIMKHYJI UMIIepaTop C KETUYHOU JOCAI0U. —
«TbMa rpsager». .. Pagu yero mbl Toraa cpaxainuch Bee 3170 BpeMs? B BoiiHe HET cMbIciia, eClii OHA He
BEZIET K MUPY. A 4TO 5 3a rocyJaphb, €CJIM HE MOT'Y TOJapUTh MUP OJHOMY-EJUHCTBEHHOMY ropomy?

— Bbl rocynapb, KOTOpBIiA IIBITAETCS ITO ClieNIaTh. — AJIEKCEl OMYCTHII B3IVISAA Ha JOPOry. — ITO
OoJbIIIe, YeM MOTYT TIOXBACTATHCSI MHOTHE.

— Ho s1oro nmepocrarouno. Hegocrarouso. ..

PazBop Bo¥ick mpoien no pacrnmcanmio. [locie nmmneparop nogo3Ban Ajekces k cede u pac-
MOPSIIWIICS:

— 51 xouy, 4TOOBI THI 3aIlIeN K IIECAPEBUYY U CKa3al, YTO S JKEJIAl0 TOBOPHUTH C €r0 CYMpPYroM.

Hwuuero xoportiero 3to He mpeaBemiano, Ho AJeKcell TOKOPHO HAIMPABUIICS B TIOKOM BEJTMKO-
KHSDKECKOM YeThl. YCTaloCTh OT OECCOHHON HOUM IPAaHUYMJIA C Iy pPMaHSIIEH, TOJTbKO 3TO U MIYIIUIIO
TpPEBOTY.

[Mpuniiock MocTyyaThCsi HECKOJBKO pas, Mpekie 4YeM Ha nopore oObsBuiics Ajnekcanap. Cyns
10 3aCTIAHHOMY BHLY, PSIMO U3 MOCTEJH.

— Yto? INokoii 60JILHOMY YXe He ToJlaraeTcsi? — CIPOCHII OH C MSATKUM YKOPOM.

Ho, ycnbimas, 3auemM AJieKcel MpuIles, MUTOM pacTepsil M COHJIMBOCTh, U HIyTOUKU. Yepes
YeTBepTh Yaca oHU ¢ Enm3aBeToit AneKceeBHOM yke CHIEIN B CBOMX M3MIOONIEHHBIX Kpeciax, ooMe-
HUBasICh TPEBOXKHBIMU B3IIssnamMu. Korma Bomen ummneparop, oda B3aporuyiu. Ho, ko BceoOmemy
YIUBIICHUIO, UIMIIEPATOP CMOTPEJT IPUBETIMBO U MEPBBIM J€JIOM CIPOCHIT:

— Kak Bamma Hora, Anekcanap?

ToT nokocuiicst Ha 0OEPHYTYIO TIOBSI3KOM JIOIBIKKY.

— 1 emie He BrOJNIHE MONpaBUIICs, Balle BenndecTBo. Ho Mue sydine.

AJekcanip o-TpekHeMy KOBBUISUT KaK KapakaThlla, Tak 4To AJIeKcel He MOHMMAaJ, 4To Mo0y-
o KoHcTaHTHHA Ha3BaTh OpaTta MPUTBOPIIUKOM.

30



2. Jlumur. «Tema y TpoHa»

— A BHI? — UMIIepaToOp mepeBen B3I Ha EnuzaBety AnekceeBHy. — B 1oOpom 31paBum, Hajie-
10Ch?

EnuzaBera AekceeBHa, 3aroBapuBaBIiiasi B IPUCYTCTBUM CBEKpa ellle peske 0OLIYHOTO, OCTO-
POXHO yabIOHYIach. Ee naoHsb Jieskana Ha OKpYTJIMBIIEMCS KUBOTE.

— Jla, Barie BEJIMYECTBO, 51 IPEKPACHO ceOst YyBCTBYIO.

— Pag capimare. O4veHb XoTes Obl, YTOOBI TAaK M OCTAIOCh. — MIMIlepaTop mocMoTpes Ha ChiHA.
CHoBa Ha HeBecTKy. U 6e3 nmepexoma 3akoHuml: — [ToatomMy s XOTen mpeiokuTh BaM, Enm3aBera
AnekceeBHa, nepeOpartbcesi B [aTunny.

Imaps Ha BeTMKOKHSIKECKYIO YeTy, MOXHO OBUIO pelIdTh, YTO WMIIepaTop Ipejiaract
HEeBecTKe TepedparbCcsi B MOHACTBIPh TAe-HUOYIb B Taymu. OT juma AJeKcaHapa OTXJIbIHYJIA BCS
KpoBb. Besukasi KHATHUHS OTpearnpoBaa ciepkaHHee, HO ee rofyoble I71a3a HeXOPOIIOo 3a01ecTeNH.

— Barie BenuecTBO kesaeT, YToObl s OTIPABIIIACH Ty OHA?

— 51 6bl1 OB cyacTiIUB, eciy Obl e BEeIMYECTBO Moexajla C BaMH, HO Y Hee CBOE€ MHEHME Ha
3TOT CYET, — TOJI0C UMITepaTopa caesascs CyXxoBaThiM. — OJHaKO Bb MOTJIA OBl COCTAaBUTh KOMITAHUIO
MOUM JI0UepsIM, IIPUCMATPUBATh 32 HUMU BMecTe ¢ rpaduHeit JIuBeH.

Pyka EnuzaBeTsl AjlekceeBHBI MOTSAHYIACh BOOK U CKaJla 3arscTbe AJIeKCaHapa.

— 51 He xoTena Obl paccTaBaThCs C MYXKEM.

AJnekcaHIp pacTepsiHHO IIOCMOTPEI Ha Hee, TIOTOM Ha OTLa. TskKeno CrioTHyB, CPOCKITL:

— A 3ayem el ye3xarh?

— Jo I'aruuHbl MeHbIIIe AHS MYTH, 9TO HE KaKasi-TO BeYHasl pa3iiyKa, — B TOH UMIIepaTopa Mmpo-
COYMJIOCH pasfipakeHue. — A exaTh clie/lyeT IOTOMY, YTO Bbl OEpeMeHHBI, a B TOpojie ceivac Hebes-
ornacHo. He Oymy yroMisiTh Bac ogpoOHOCTSIMH, HO 51 HE X0y, YTOOBI CyIpyra MOEro HaclieqHUKA
PUCKOBaJIa CBOMM 37I0POBbEM M HEPOKIEHHBIM PEOSHKOM, OCTaBasiCh 37eCh 0e3 BCSIKON HEOOXOIu-
MOCTH.

Anekcanzip oOMsIK B Kpeclie, He IJIsi/Isl y’Ke HU Ha OTLia, HU Ha keHy. Ta, HanmpoTuB, cena eie
POBHEe U BIiepuJia TBEP/bIN B3MJIsA B pa3AocaJl0BAaHHOTO UMIIepaTopa.

— MHe cneyetr NOHMMATh 3TO Kak MpHUKa3?

Auekceit ka1 yBepeHHOro «J1a». Ho mpexnie, 4eM umrepaTop ycresn XoTst Obl pacKphbITh poT,
EnmuzaBera AsiekceeBHa pa3pblianach. ITO ObUIO TaK HEOKHMIAHHO, TAK HE MOXOXeE Ha e OOBIYHYIO
CIEP)KaHHOCTh, UTO AJIEKCell e/1Ba IOBEPUJI IJIa3aM.

Nmneparop nepemeHusIcs B JIMLIE: HA CMEHY CHEPKaHHOM [10cajie MpUILIa OTOPOIb, 3a HEW —
coaBjieHHoe coxkasienre. OH clenan HECKOBKO IaroB, OyATo HamepeBasich MOTpenarh HeCYACTHYIO
JEBYIIKY IO IUIeYy, HO NepeiyMall U IPOCTO CKa3al:

— Bainie BbicouecTBO, IpOIIly Bac, He TuiavbTe. Sl BaC HU K YeMy He MPUHYXK/IAI0, TOJIBKO MPOIITY
Kak cjegyeT 000 BCeM MOAyMarh.

EnuzaBera AnekceeBHa 3aMoTalia rojIOBOM:

— 51 He xouy ye3:xaTb! — AJiekcell BIIEpBbIE CIIBIIIAJ, KAK OHA MOBBILIAET rojioc. — S nomkHa
ocrarbes 37ech! [Tokanyiicta, Baille BEJIMYECTBO. . .

Kak HU c/T0KHO OBLJIO B 3TO TIOBEPUTH, HO UMIIEPATOP, CTOWKO BCTPEUYABIIUI M UCIIOMHCKYIO
Pa3JIOMHYIO TBAPh C MOTYUITIEM MTOTYCTOPOHHUX MTPUXBOCTHEN, ¥ THEB COOCTBEHHOM CYIIPYTH, HA STOT
pa3 coBepiIeHHO OpoOeT Mepe] KEHCKUMHU CIIE3aMH.

— Bac HUKTO He 3acTaBisieT ye3xkaTb, — IOBTOPHII OH I1yXo. [Tokocuiics Ha chiHa.

Tor GecrioMonTHO TOXaJT TUIeYamMu. ['anaHTHBIE MaHepbl CBETCKOrO Cepileesa, 3a KOTOphie
1iecapeBlya Tak JIOOWIU MPUIBOPHBIC JaMbl, TAMHCTBEHHO WCTIAPSIMCh, CTOMJIO PEeYd 3alTH O €ro
cynpyre. MoxeT, OH Bce-Taku JIIoOW ee mo-HactosimieMy. Ho 3adem Toraa nepkaiicsi Tak OTcTpa-
HEHHO BCE 9TU rojibl?

Tyt Anekcelo B30pesia Ha yM JIpyrasi ujies:

— Pa3Be ux BpicOYECTBA HE MOTYT OTIIPaBUThLCS B ['aTunHy BMecTe?
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— Her, — orpe3as umnepatop, Tak pe3ko, 4to AJIeKcel MokKalielsl, YTO OTKpbLI poT. — Mecto
HacJIeJHUKa MpecToia — Npu aBope. [a u Kyzna uecapeBUuy TpsSCTUCh B KapeTe, €Clid OH CUs B
KpECJie-TO BbI3/I0POBETh HE MOXKET?

Ero mumoneTHoe packasiHie CHOBa yCTYIMJIO MECTO keuu. ViMneparop MOTHYJ rojioBoi, pas-
BEpHYJICA U, He MPOoIasich, BelIeN. B Ty e cekynay Bckouwia v Ennzasera AnekceeBHa. OHa cTpe-
MUTEJIBHO HAIMPaBWIACh B CHAJIBHIO, TOJIBKO HAa MIOPOTe Pa3ApaXeHHO CMaxHYJa Cle3bl U, OOCpHYB-
IIKCh K MYXKY, OpocHia:

— Bot OBl BHI el1le caMu XOTh HHOTTIA OapaXTaJluCh, KOTJa TOHETe.

JIBepb 3a Heil 3aXJIOMHYIACh.

AnekcaHip 0OECCHIICHHO YPOHWII JIMIIO B JIAJOHW. AJIEKCEH UCITyrajics, 4To U 3TOT cerddac
pas3pblIaeTcsi, HO OH JIMIIb IOMHTEPECOBAICS:

— Ceityac ToXke CKaxelllb, YTO sI CJIMIIIKOM OCTPO Ha BCE pearupyio?

Auekceit 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO eMy OBl JIydIlle TIOC/IeJOBaTh 32 UMIIEPATOPOM, HO MOCIIE STHX CIIOB
yiiti He cMor. Co B3[I0XOM OH Cell B OCBOOOIMBIIIEECS KPecio.

— Ero BesqmuectBo npas. B ropone tBopurcs uepr-te uto. Jlogu. ..

— 4 3nato. I'pad KouyOeii pacckazan MHe, UTO CTAJOCh C €ro i, Ipex/e YeM MOKUHYII
Hallly rocTepuuMHYIo ctosuity. Ho Mbl HUKOr1a criokoiiHo U He xuiu. 1o kpaitHein mepe, ¢ Tex 1op,
Kak ymepia... — Ajekcanp ocekcs. HactopokeHHO IisiHyn Ha AJiekcesl B I1eJb MeXIy MajbliaMu
1 1ocrnenHo ucrnpaswics: — C Tex nop, Kak MOsIBUICS TOT OFPOMHBIN Pa3JIOM.

Ero ucryranHbiii B3rJIs1 paHII AJIeKcest TIOUTH Tak ke ITyOOKO, Kak JaBevya CKa3aHHbIE UMIIe-
paTtopoM pe3Kue cJoBa.

— BroI ke 3HACTEC, YTO A HC JOKJIAIbIBAIO €TI0 BEJIMYCCTBY COACPKAHNEC HAIIMX JIMYHBIX 6GCGII? -
OypKHYJI OH ySI3BJICHHO.

— KoneuHo, 3Hat0. — AJiekcanap ObICTPO OTHSUT PyKH OT JIWIIA.

Jaxe moGeJHEBIIMI 1 OCYHYBILIUIACS, OH ObLIT BCE TaK e KpacuB HE3eMHOM KPacoTOM aHTena.
Henocsraemerii mupax. M, Kak ¥ 10 HEIOCATaEMOro MHUpaxa, JOCTYy4aThCsl A0 HEro ObLJIO HEBO3-
MOHO. AJIEKCEl ycTall IbITaThbCsl. BMECTO HOBBIX MOIBITOK OH CKa3al:

— Ecnum OBl KTO-TO LIETUTSJICA 32 MEHS TaK ke, Kak ee BBICOYECTBO — 3a BaC, 51 Obl C TAaKUM
MOTEPAHHBIM BUJIOM HE CUICII.

— 3a meHs? — Anekcanp BeirHyn Opou. [lotom ynbiOHYsCA. — [Ja, MoXkeT, U 3a MeHs1. Yau-
BUTEJIbHO, HpaBna? M1 Moru HCACTIAMMA HE pa3roBapuBarb, HO YyTb YTO, 1 OHA TYT KaK TYT, MOM
XpaOpslil phIIaph. DTO €€ CIENOBAIO HAa3BaTh «3AIUTHUIIEH», & MEHS. .. KaK-HUOYIb MOMIpOIIe. —
OH cHOBa IOMpayHesI, MaXHYJI PyKOW. — Tl BBITJISAMIID TaK, OYATO HECKOJBKO HOUel He criai. Vau
JIy4lle OTAOXHH.

Emy nokasbiBasiv Ha 1BEpb.

Veranbliil v pa3aocagoBaHHbIH, AJleKcel BCTal. YMOM OH TIOHMMAJT, UTO 000U Ha MecTe AJieK-
CaHJpa MepeKrUBaJl 6I)I, BO3bMHCH OTECI MPONAJIbIBAThL I'PAAKY €TI0 3aKaJAbIYHbIX HpI/IHTeJIeﬁ C TAaKUM
pBenueM. CepilieM — e1KO MHTEPECOBAJICS: CTaJl JIM ObI TOT TaK ke yOMBaThCsl, PEIN er0 BETMYECTBO
OTIIPABUTL B OTCTABKY AJIGKCCH, WJIA BCEJIEHCKON CKOp6I/I YAOCTAMBAJIUCh JIMIIb T€ OPY3bd, YTO HE
ObLIM BEpHBIMHU CJIyraMU CBOEMY UMIIEpPaTopy.
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I'naBa $
B cTporo

CriepBa AJieKkcelt peli, YTo CHOBa Ha VI3HaHKe — HaJl TOJIOBOU MPOCTUPAJIOCh OarpoBoe Heoo,
a YepHbIE CHJIYITHI 3[aHUI TOPYaIM MpPAvyHO U r1yxo. Ho Tuxue CTOHBI U3 MPUIOPOKHBIX KaHAB U
MepTBbIE NMPOBAJIBI MOTUAHUSI TIPUHAJICKATA HE paHEeHbIM OEcoroHaM, Ja M cama Jopora Obuia He
YyeTa pacTpecKaBIIUMCs TPOIaM, OETyIIIM CKBO3b pa3pylieHHble ropoaa M3HaHku. D1a Obliia BHIMO-
IeHa IPAaHUTOM, TMOXOXKMM Ha TOJIeKablid KYCOK Msica ¢ MPOXWIKaMu cu3blx BeH. Ho Hacrosiee
MSICO MPATAJIOCh B TEHW KaHaB — IMO-IPYrOMY He Ha3BaTh ObUIO MCCEUSHHBIE Tella, BCE B CTPYIBSIX U
KPOBOIIOATEKAX, C BUCALLEHW pBaHBIMHU JIOCKYTaMU KOKel. AJIEKCel yMaJl, OH YK€ CJIMILIKOM 3a4epCT-
BeJI, YTOOBI TaKMe BBl BBI3BIBAIM B HEM YTO-TO, KpoMe ycrayoro Oe3pasnuuus. Ha BoiiHe OH He
ObIBAJI, HO HABUJIAJICSI, BO UTO MPEBPAIIAIUCH TE, KOTO OCYKAATH Ha IMyOIMYHYIo 9K3eKkyuuio. Jlonei
CEKJIH, JIIofIel OWJIM MaJIKaMU, CTeTald YeM HPHUIIETCS — TO MPOCTO KU3Hb, IIPOCTO OIUH U3 CTOJIIIOB,
Ha KOTOpBIX AepkUTcs nopsaaok. OH caM pa3 3a pa3oM Ha3Hayas 3TU HakazaHus. W ecnu ocyx/ieH-
HbIE HE BBIICP)KUBATN UCTS3aHUH 1 IIOTMOAITH, 9TO 3HAYKJIO JIUIIIb, YTO UM CJIEJOBAJIO TyMaTh JIydIlle,
MIPEk/Ie YEM COBEPLIUTH CBOM MPOCTYIIOK.

Ho 3pech 610 nHaYe. Mope CTOHOB M XPUIIOB 3aXJIeCTHYJI0 AJjiekces ¢ roynoBor. Hozmpu
3a0UJT THUJIOCTHBIN apoMaTt 00l 1 cMepTu. UeM Josibllie OH BIVISABIBAJICS B MECTPSIITYI0 KPACHBIM U
OeJIbIM KapTHHY YeJIOBEYECKUX MYUYEeHHH, TeM ciiadee JIe/Iallich HOTH, HeCyIIre ero Briepe]] Mapiie-
BBIM [IIaroM. D10 ObUI Mapaj CMEPTH, U B CTPOIO OCTAJICS OH OIMH. DTO ObLIT Iapa]] CMEPTH, ¥ OH IIeJ
BIIepe[], CTy4a HAUUIIEHHBIMH CarloraMy 1Mo Oe3JIMKOMY TPAaHMTY.

3nanusi ObUTM HATHIKAHBI Bpa3HOOOM. AJleKcel y3HaBasl TOCTPOMKY U3 pa3HBIX TOPOJOB, B KOTO-
phIX ObIBaJ B X0e MHCHeKIMii: MockoBckuil kpemitb, Coduiickuii cobop Hoeropona, kocren Boz-
HeceHust ['ocrioanst B BusibHe. .. Xpambl ¥ Ka3apMbl, CTOPOKEBbIE OAIIIHU M YaCOBHU, TeaTphl M KJIaI-
Ou1a, 0OCOOHSIKM BEJIbMOXK U YTJIble KPECThSHCKHE JIOMUIIIKH.

[Torom 31anus cranu peaers. Baanu 3amymeny packKMIUCTBIE €11: TEMHO-3€JIEHOE 110]] Kpac-
HBIM, KaK CYKHO MYHIMpa IOj SpKMM BOPOTHMKOM. Ho anast Kpacka yxke BbITeKana ¢ HeOa, pas-
OaBJieHHAs TYCTOM YepHIIBHOW CHHEBOM. [lopora Havana nemisTh, Ula TO B ropy, To BHU3. KaHaB
Oobliie He ObLIO, Tela Pa3MEeTAIUCh TI0 JKYXJION TpaBe, 3aTeM — I10 MeCYaHbIM MTPOTTUHAM U, HaKO-
Hell, 1o cyrpo0aM. 37ech HUKTO YK€ He CTOHAI M He Jeprajiicsi, U3 r’IyOOKHX paH He TeKJa KPOBb.
Bosnbiie He Msico — BMep3iue aApyr B Apyra ¢papgopoBble KyKJibl. B3risaa uckan B TEMHON CMHEBE
3HaKOMBbIE CO3BE3/1s, yKa3aBire Obl myTh. Ho He00 ObLIO MycThIM, HU MTPOOIECcKa OrHSI.

[omen cHer: criepBa MeJIKHiA, 3aTeM — KpyITHee U KpyIHee, 3aKpyYHUBasiCh B XOPOBO/BI 11O Oe3-
’KaJIOCTHBIM BeTpoM. HecMoTpst Ha Terutslii MyHAMp, AJleKcell B MUHYTY MTPOIPOTr 0 KOcTel. besbie
OCBI XKaJIWJIU IEKH, 3aCTaBJISUIH IIyPUThCS A0 cienoThl. OH OoJbllie He pa3aryall JOPOTH, He pasiiv-
YaJ Iaxe JepeBbeB U HAIIPACHO B3bIBAJ K OTHIO BHYTPH ce0s1 — TEIUIO MOKUIAJIO TEJO, BbIKATOE I10
Karuie spoCTbi0 METEIH.

W Bapyr — nposicHIIOCh. Betep cTHx, CHer CHOBa 3alllenTal MATKYIO KOJITBIOETbHYIO, YKPbIBast
3aCThIBILIME TEJIA.

«Eme 4yTb-4yTh, — ogyman Asnekceid. — Ellle UyTb-uyTh, U 5 TOXKE CTaHy OJHUM U3 HUX».

Bniepeu MyTHBIM MSITHOM BBICTYIIMIT YTPIOMBIN CHITY3T. Jlopora KoHYa1ach, ynipasich B TPOH,
TSDKEJIBIA 1 TIOTYCKHEBILWIA OT BpeMeHH. bapxaTHasi TeMHO-3es1eHasi MOIyIKa MyCTOBaIA, TOJbKO
KOPOHOBAHHBIH JIBYTJIaBBI OPEJT XUIITHO TOMOPIIMII KOT'TH CO CITIMHKH. 32 TPOHOM pacCTUIIANIOCH Oec-
KpaiiHee CHEXXHOE IOJIe.

3peHue Cy3uI0Ch ycTaabiM ToHHeeM. He uyBcTBys Hor, AJieKceld MOAKOBBUISLT K TPOHY U Oec-
CUJIBHO OITYCTHJICS Y U3HOXbsI. JIpOXKb ero yxe He Oniia, TOJIBKO peikie o0auKa rapa, CphlBalomfecs
¢ ry0, HaIOMUHAJIM, YTO OH errle XuB. JKuB n? 31ech Tak XOIOTHO. . .
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OH ckopuMJICS, TTPUKABIIKCH JTOOM K M30THYTOW OOXHTalomie-iessHoi HoxKe. [lepeHocuiry
3aJIOMIJIO, BEKM OTKA3aJIWCh MOTHUMATHCS. UBM-TO TajbIbl 3apbUTHCh B BOJIOCHI, MOIIaKUBast
MAKYIIIKY.

— Yro xe Te1? Heyxenu He Xxouelb ObITh YHCTHIM?

TeMa TpeGoBasia, YTOOBI OH YOWII B ceOe Bce YyBCTBA, KpOME 'HEBAa M HEHABUCTH, HO XOJIOJ
ObLT CTpalHee — OH yOuBaJ1 pasyM. AJiekceit 6e3[yMHO MOTSIHYJICS BBEPX, UIlla TyOaMH [IAPCTBEHHYIO
PYKY, — HO €ro BCTPETHUJI XOJIOJHbIN NOLETYi CMEPTH.

OH npocHyJics, COTpsiCaeMblid 03HOOOM, M, AaXe 3aKYIOPUB BCE OKHA U 3aTONMB BCE KAMUHBI
B TIOKOSIX, JI0 CAaMOT0 yTpa He MOI' COrpeThcs. DTO ObUI €ro MepBblid KOIIMap ¢ TeX Mop, KaK OHU
3akpbu Paszom.

Basbl B 3uMHEM cTany JaBath ropaszio vaie. Vmm Tak 3arno3aasno HogecTBOBAIM YBEIIEBaHU S
HenmnoBoii, yBepsBILeid, 4To 4eM OoJibliie uMIiepatop OyAeT MOKa3bIBaThCsl B CBETE, TEM BHIIIIE CTa-
HET €ro NonyJIApHOCTb CPEAU IBOPAH. Nm IMpaBbL 6])UII/I 3JIbIC A3BIKU, CyJadalliue, 4YTO JOYEPhIO ICHE-
PaJI-TIPOKypoOpa UMIIEpaTop Tereph yBJIedyeH Kyzaa Oosblie, yeM COOCTBEHHOW Cymnpyroil. Brpouem,
€CJIM ¥ TaK — XOTs AJIeKCell B 9TO He BEpWJI, OH ellle HU pa3y He CIbIaj, yToOs! JlonmyxuHa ckaszana
XOTh OfIHO YMHOE CJIOBO, — OBUIO OBl C YeM CpaBHMBATh: B MOC/IEIHEE BPEMs UMIIEPATOp JeprKajcs
¢ Mapueii ®egopoBHOI IOMYEPKHYTO XOJIOIHO. AJieKceld OOJIbIIe He CIIBIIIAT, YTOOB OHU PYraJluCh,
HO TeryIoe B3aMMOIIOHUMaHMe, IapyBIiee Mexay HuMu B ['arunne, ncuesno 6e3803BpaTHo. Kypakun
ele CIyKIJI MOCTOM, NEPEeKUHYTHIM HaJ| TIPOIACThi0 MEX/y ApCTBEHHBIMU CYIpyramu, HO AJiek-
celo, BCerja MpUCTAILHO CIIEIUBILEMY, K KOMY €ro BeJIMUECTBO MPOSIBIISIET OJIarOCKJIOHHOCTD, Ka3a-
JI0Ch, YTO UMIIEPATOP OXJIAJEBAET U K CBOEMY CTapOMY APYTY.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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