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B cepane apxurnienara Jlo, rae BemuecTBEHHBIE TOPBI BCTPEUAIOTCs ¢ OECKpaliHIM
OKeaHOM MOpHH, pacKUHYJICS TOPOI-KpenocTh Oiio. 31ech KUBET Apun —
IOHOII1a, Tep3aeMblid UyBCTBOM BUHBI M JKaXA0M JOKa3aTh CBOIO 3HAYMMOCTb.
[Tocne Tparnueckux COOBITHI, CBI3aHHBIX C HalaJAeHWEM TAMHCTBEHHBIX CYIIIECTB
Y3 ThbMBbI, €T0 )KM3Hb HABCETJIA MEHSIETCS. ApUM OKA3bIBAETCS BTSHYT B Yepe1y
OMACHBIX MPUKITIOYEHUH, T €My MPEACTOUT PACKPHITH MPaUYHbIE TAWHBI CBOETO
ocTpoBa. [lpeBHHME TIeIIepbl XpaHAT CEKPEThI, CIIOCOOHBIE N3MEHUTH CYIbOY BCETO
apxurnienara. [TosBieHue 3aralodyHoro CTapyka, pacCKasbIBaIOIIETO O 3JIOBEIINX
CYIIIECTBAaX M CKPBITHIX MTPOXOJIaX, 3aCTaBjisseT Apun MOHATh — €ro Cyap0a

TECHO CBSI3aHa C STMMHM TaiiHaMu.B mMupe, rae cBeT 0opeTcs ¢ ThMOH, a IpeBHUE
MPOPOUYECTBA HAUMHAIOT COBIBATHCS, ApUM MPEACTOUT CIeIaTh BHIOOP, KOTOPHIM
OTPENIENIUT He TOJIBKO ero cyap0y, Ho 1 Oyayiee Bcero Omno. CMOXeT i OH
MPEOJI0JIETh BHYTPEHHUE CTPaxy, HAUTHU CBOE MECTO B MUPE U 3aLIUTUTh TEX, KOTO
I00UT?
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Tom
I
. 3a ropu3oHT, 32 COOCTBEHHOI AyIION

keksk

JlaBHBIM-TABHO — TakK JIaBHO, YTO W CYETY roaM HeT, a MOXKET, M BOBCE He ObUIO, — a BO3-
MOXHO, 1 BOBCE B MIHOM MUpE, IJie HaM He ObIBaTh, — MPOLBETANIO HA JAIEKMX OCTPOBAX CTAPUHHOE
IApCTBO, UMs1 KOTOpoMy ObL10 Jlo.

Pacrnionaranock oHO B okeane MOpPYH, YbK BOZIBI OMBIBAJIM Oepera OOJIbIIMX IAPCTB ¥ BHEIIHUE
3emui MopH. 3aHUMAJIO ITAPCTBO HECKOJIBKO OCTPOBOB: OJIMH OOJIBIIION, PSAIOM C HUM, OyKBaJIbHO B
HECKOJIbKUX COTHAX MECTPOB, MaJIeHbKPIfI; OJUWH 4YYTb NOMCHLIIC ITTABHOT'O, TP COBCEM KPOIICYHBIX
Y BEJIMKOE MHOKECTBO MaJICHPKMX — CJIOBHO OA3MChI TIOCPEIH OYIIYIOIIEro OKeaHa.

Cronmiia mapcTBa pacrojarajiach Ha caMoM 00JbioM octpoBe — Osto. BbuT OH HEOObIYaHO
KpacCuB: Ha CEBEPE BLICUJIMCH I'POMa/ibl rOp — CTOJIb BEJIMYECTBCHHBIC, YTO U3 IOpOJd 3a HUMU HE
OBbLJIO BUIHO caMOro HeOa; MOry4re, IMUPOKOIMCTBEHHBIE U XBOWHBIE Jieca; HeOOJbIIoe, HO Oe3/I0H-
HOE€ 03epo C BOJON KPUCTAJILHO YKMCTOM, Kak coBecTh MiajeHiia. Ha Benukoit PaBHune Ha tore oct-
poBa pacrionarayics cam ropoa OJio, OKpyKEHHBIN TyCTHIM JiecoM. HeOolbilasi mpucTanb, Takxke
OKPYXEHHAsI IEPEBbSIMU, C KPACUBBIMU OpUTaMy M CTAPMHHBIM, POXUBILIUM HE OMH BeK, OapKacoM
B MOpE y CKaJIMCTOro Oepera, CITyKujia MasikOM M CUTHAJIOM JIJTs [Ty THUKOB, YTO 3TOT OCTPOB OOUTaeM,
a pasBuBawIIrecs Oeno-cuaue aaru — 4ro oy npuodelm B JIo. Ha ManeHbKkoM ke ocTpoBe, 4To
ObLT BUEH C Oepera, MPOCTUPATIOCh OIPOMHOE TIOJIE C MOICOIHEYHUKAMU, CUSIIONIMMU KaK COJTHIIE,
Y 3arOH ¢ KabaHaMu, KOpMHUBIINE OJIJI0O MHOTHE TOJIBL.

Bropoii octpoB, uto ObuT uyTh MeHbie Omno — JIopo, WK Kak ero 3Bajld CPedu KUTeNeH
napcrBa — OctpoB JlazypHeix ['op: KMBOIMUCHBIE MECTO C BHICOKMMU TOPaMU, MOKPHITHIMU 3€JICHBIO.
Tam pociy HeoObIUaHO KpacuBbIe KyCTAPHUKH IO Ha3BaHUeM «[ 0iry0oil TymaH» U He MeHee Tpe-
KpacHble 1iBeTkH pemmuuu. Ha Jlopo pacnionarascs rpananosssiii popt «Pacceer». Co Bcex CTOpoH
OH OBLT OKPYXXEH TOpaMu, U JIMIIb MyTh K [JIaBHBIM BOPOTaM He ObLT HUuYeM mperpaxicH. [lozaau
dopra, ¢ BEepIIMHBI TOPBI, CTEKAIN HECKOJIBKO POJAHUKOB M CIIMBAIUCH B OJHY PEKy, 0Opa3oBbIBasI
BOJIONAJ, C IPEKPACHBIM IIPYIOM Yy NonHOXUA. Hernoganéky or 3TuX KMBOIMCHBIX MECT HAXOOWIICA
HEOOJIBINON, HO TIPEKPACHBIM JI0 TIOTEPHU PEYX XpaM: € 30JI0THIMHU KYOJIAMHU U KOJIOKOJIAMU Y CTEHAMHU
U3 YHCTOTO TpaHMTA. A TIO[JIe HEro — sipKasi M Kpacuasi A€PEBYIIKa, C 3eJEHBIMHI JOMAMH, OTOPO-
JaMU TIIIIeHa, TOYHO 30JI0Ta, U AO0JOHSIMH, OyATO pyOMHAMU J1a N3YMPYIAMHU.

Ho ocranbHble TpH OCTPOBa 6I)IJII/I KpPOIEYHBIMU KAaK MBIIIIKH, HO 'PO3HBIMU KaK CaM JICB. Ounn
ObLIA CKPBITBI TYMAHOM, I'PO30H U OyLIYIOIIMM KHIISIMM MopeM. OCcTpoBa 3TH — MECTO COOpUIIL
MUPATOB ¥ OTOPOCOB CBETA MUJIOTO, ThbMBI U3 O€3/IHBl MOPCKOM, — HEYTOJHBIX BCeM U Bcsl. [opon
HACEJISIN CTapble, MOypa3BajieHHbIe J0Ma J]a TOpbl M3 00YEK poMa M BHHA, & KPYyTOM — MpayvHble
cKaJibl. B raBaHu He KuIena TOProiisi TOBAPOB U I0OPOM, JIMIIIb TAJIEOHBI, TOPOX U 3TTOOHBIA CMeX.
Jyx cTpamanus u geméBbix morex. Kpyrom mMpak u Xonop, a TeM, KOro mo3adbuid Wiv OpOCHIIH
31ech — roJyiofl. He mpoiiqyT Kopabiu HeTPOHYTHIMHM — JIMOO OKEaH MOKapaeT, MO0 CYAHO MUPATOB
noscTpevaeT. Mecto cMepTy U NpeaTeIbCTBa POAHBI, BTOPOW Takoil HeT — TyMaHHasl raBaHb.
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K. KaBusuH. «Osuio: nmyTh yepes3 TbMy»

— Ilam, nana! — nporoBopuJI MOJTYCOHHBIM IOJIOCOM MaJIEHbKUI MaJIbUMK, JIEXKA B CBOEH KO-
BaTKe. — A 3a4eM HaM 3TU BOpOTa U CTEHBbI?

— Yt00BI BB C MaMOW ObLTH B 0€30MaCHOCTH, CHIHOK, — ITOCIBIIIAJICS TOJIOC U3 IPYTOi KOM-
HaTbl, 1 3BAKHYJIA CTaJIbHaA KOJIbYYyra.

— A MHe ObUIO OBI JIyYIIIEe, €CJIM HOYBIO Thl OCTABAJICS JIOMa, — KaJIOOHO TIPOTSHYT peOEHOK.

— Ecmu 51 Oyay noma, To M1 BOpoTa HEKOMY OyZIeT OXpaHsATh. A eClii OCTaBUTb MX Oe3 Ipu-
CMOTpa, TO TOTAa BCeM HaM Oy/IeT HEXOPOIIO, — CTOsI Ha TIOPOre CMaIbHU, C HEKOH TPEBOTOH B roJioce,
OTBETWUJI OTELl.

— A apyrue? — NnpojosIKa kajaoBaTbCsl MaJIbUMK, MOCTUBILKUCH B TIOCTEJH.

— V 1pyrux takue xe AeTH, KaK U Tbl, — C HEKHOCTBIO OTBETUJI OTEL.

— Her. nan. Onu He Kak 51! I 0cOOEHHBIN, — TrOpAO OTpe3al MAJIBIIIL

Orewl UMb TUXOHBKO YCMEXHYJICS.

— Koneuno. [Ja 3ammtuT Bac ¢ MaMoi AppoH, — CKa3aJl OTell 1 YIIEN, 3aKPbIB 32 COOOH 1BEPh
Y OCTaBUB CbIHA B TEMHOTE.

I'maBa 1. Pe6éHok

«[Ipexpachslii ropoa-kpenoctb — Osuto. Ku3Hb 34€Ch — CIIOBHO MPA3IHUK KaX[Jblil JE€Hb.
[Tpupona, Kyna He TIsTHP — KpacoTa!» — Tepo mucatesisi OTOPBAIOCh OT Oymarn. MyXuuHa cpe-
HUX JIET, C IYCTBIMU YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU, JIETKOH IIETUHOM Ha JIMLIE, CUJEJ Ha CKaMeWKe ¢ IepoM U
neprameHToM B pykax. CojHIile ObUIO BBICOKO, HO OBICTPO KJIOHUJIOCH K TOPU30HTY. Bokpyr Oerasna
aeTBopa. My KunHa B3IJISIOM MCKaJl CBOETO ChIHA, KAK BAPYT €ro OKJIMKHYJIU COBCEM C JIPYTOW CTO-
POHBI:

— ITan!

Ortent B3OpOrHYJ OT HEOKUIAHHOCTU U OTJISIHYJICS:

— Ox, Apun, g 1ebds uckan!

[Napruiika, net gecstu, GOAPO U Becesao cKas3a:

— MoXHO MBI ¢ D130l 1 DPUCOM CXOAMM 0 03€pa, I0Ka BOPOTa OTKPBITHI?

Oren ynbIOHYJICS ¥ OMOOPHUTENTHHO KMBHYI. PaioCTHBIE 1€TH ¢ KPUKOM MOOEKAIM 1O TPOITMHKE
B CTOPOHY BBIX0/1a U3 ropoza. Biapyr ynbiOka criossna ¢ Jiuia MyKYiHBL, ¥ OH KPUKHYJT YK€ CephE3HO:

— Apun! Tlonoiau ciofa, — OTell CHsJT CBOE cepeOpstHOe KOJIBIIO M TIPOTSHYJ €r0 ChIHY. —
Bo3sbmu ero. Bepaurech 06paTHO 0 TOTO, KaK COJNHIIE YUAAET 32 TOPbI, XOPOIO?

— Xopomo nan! — 3akpuvan Apun, yoeras U3 ropoaa.

Hetun 6exanu, Becesio cMesich. MUMO HUX MeJTbKauTi (DOHAPY — HX 3aIPaBJIsIA MacIOM 3HaKO-
MBI€ JIUIA, — KEHIIIUHBI C OTPOMHBIMUA KOP3MHAMM, HEOOJIBIIION OTPsI] BOGHHBIX U BEPEHUIIbI TAKUX
ke JeTeid, Kak oHu camu. Kpyrom KiryMOBbI, oropojibl — BC€ IIBETET. JIeTaloT MYENbI, TOpPIaHsIT MITHUIIBL.
W coBceM psiioM 3BOHKO 3BEHSIT CTaJIbHbIE KOJIBYYTY CTOPOXKEN BOPOT.

[Mo3mopoBaBIvch, eTH MPOOEkKaTn MUMO YacoBbiX. Te B oTBeT MmO yabiOHYyMCh. [lepen
JEThbMU PacraxHyJICcs JIEC C MHOKECTBOM TPONUHOK. Kax/1ast — OTaeIbHBIN ITyTh, KOTOPBIN CKPHIBAET
CBOM TIpEJIeCTU OCTpoBa. PeOsATHS JTOMaHy/IMCh 10 CaMOM UCTONTAaHHOM, Be/lb IMEHHO OHA U BeJa K
TOMY CaMOMY MPEJIECTHOMY 03€py.

Hopory ykparanau camble pasHble BETKU. OJJHU CUJIbHO MaxXHYIIMEe, HO HEB3payHble, Apyrue
HACTOJIbKO KPacuBBbIE, YTO U IJIa3 HE OTBECTHU, BOT TOJIbKO OHM COBCEM HUYEM He NaxJiu. [lepeBbsi cMme-
HSUTMCH APYT ApyroM. OrpoMHBIE COCHBI-BEJTMKAHBI, CJIOBHO CTEHbI JJAOMPUHTA, BEJIM I€TEH K 03epy.
VM coryTcTBOBAJIM MPEKpacHbIe JTACTOUKH, TUIAHUPYIOLIHE C BBICOKOTO HeOa 10 CaMOi 3eMJTH, MEK/Ty
BETOK JiepeBbeB. [ 1ie-To Ty0oKo B yarie cryvan asaren. JeTu To cMesuIich, TO HaleBald BCSIKUE
MIECHHU, 3HAKOMBIE UM C CaMoOro JIeTcTBa. Bce OHM HE CIMIIKOM OTJIMYaINUCh, — JIMIIb CJIOBaMU U
MOTHBOM, @ BOT CMBICJI B€3/I€ OJUH: APOH — Halll BEJIMKUI XPaHUTEJIb.
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HeoxunaanHo u3 3a/1HEro KapMaHa IITaHOB ApuM CIy4aiiHO BbINAJ €ro JePEBSIHHBINA HOKUK.
JIaBHO CJIOMaHHBII, MAJIBUMK €70 YK€ HEOJHOKPATHO POHSUT M KUAAJL: Y HOXKa CUJIBHO 3aTYITUIIOCH JIe3-
BUE€ YU KOHYUK, OTUYETO OH CTAJI [IOXOK Ha ITPOCTYIO MAaJIKy. Ap‘lI/I OCTAHOBWJICA, IPUCEIT HA KOPTOUYKH,
B3sU1 HOXHMYEK B pykd U 3aMep. OH 3amoboBascs Buaamu. ColHEUHbIe JTyYH MPbIrajiy ¢ KyCTUKA Ha
KYCTHK, C JIUCTUKA Ha JIMCTUK. BCE BOKpyT OrecTesno u CUsiIo.

— Apun! — pesko octaHoBuiIach dmu3a. — [lodesxamu! Yto e Tam 3amep?

— Topoxau, nait momoOych! — 3aKpryaT 3aBOPOKEHHBIA ApPYH.

Ap‘lI/I rgael CKBO3b OEPEBbA, MBITAACH pas3ryIAI€Tb MEXK HUMH KUBOTHBIX. HGO)KI/IIIEIHHO,
OTKY/Ia-TO CBEPXY yIaJia IIUIIKa. €€ CKUHYJIa pbikas Oeska. Apuu cpasdy monmalt e€ B3rISIOM U CTall
CJeUTH 32 3BepbKOM. benka mpoberasia B OCHOBHOM B T€HM, YTOOBI JIUIIHUI pa3 HEe MOMaAaThCsl Ha
71a3a KOMy-J1100. BHe3anHo Apuu OKa3anock, 4TO OH YBU/IEN B TEHU UTO-TO, TOXOXKeEe Ha YeJIOBeKa.
Manpuuk ucryrajcs ¥ BHOBb MEpeBEN B3MISAA B TO MecTo. TaM HMKOro He ObUI0. Apun OOXBaTHI
PYKOH OTIIOBCKOE KOJBIIO, HAZETOe Ha YKa3aTeJbHBIN MaJiell, U CTaJl MPUroBaprBaTh cede 1moj HOC:
«AppOH MeHS He J1aCT OOUIETb».

— Apuu, Tl YBUZET YTO-TO? — UCITYTAaHHO CHPOCKI DpUC.

— Bpoae 1a, — HeyBEepeHHO, CO CTPAaXxOM B rojioce cKazaa Apuu.

— Mosxer ObITh OyIeT JTydllle, eI MbI TIOHIEM 00paTHO B TOpOJ? — HEPBHO CIPOCHIIA MaJTh-
YUKOB DJn3a.

— Jla HeT, — BcE emié s B CTOPOHY Jieca, MpoOopMoTaln Apuur, — JO BEUEpHEH 3apH eIne
MHOTO BpeMeHH. [1oiiigém, mocMoTpuM Ha 03epo U MoOeKUM 0OpaTHO.

Apum BCTa Ha HOTW U, CMEHUB HCIYT Ha YAbIOKY, modesxas, TONKHYB Dprca. Pedsra mponon-
KW CBOM IMyTh J10 03epa. Ho Bcio ocTaBiiyiocst 1opory Apuu TO U JeJI0 OIJISIIBIBAJICS 110 CTOPOHAM.
JlepeBbst MeJTbKaId MUMO, ¥ BOT MOKA3aJIMCh CKaJIbl, — a 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO 03€PO ykKe COBCEM OJIU3KO.
Haxkoner sgepeBbsi pacCTynwIMCh U OTKPBUTM BUJI HA MOJISTHY C OTPOMHOM, Kak Ha MEpBbIA B3IV,
SIMOM, OKPYKEHHOH CKaJIaMH M3 YMCTOT0 YEPHOT0o rpaHnTa. BHYTpU MporisabBaIuch Oesibie MOpobl,
Oenasi IIMHA U MIECOK, HO JIHa He BuaaTh. YeM ryoxke, TeM Ja3ypHee CTAaHOBMIIACh BOJA. A CBEpXY,
Ha MOBEPXHOCTH, KPUCTAJIBHO YHCTaA.

— Kakas kpacora... — BOCXMIIEHHO CKa3aja Diu3a.

— Jla... — coracuJcs 3aBOpOXEHHBIN Dpuc. — Bot Obl ceiiuac ¢ pazdera NpbirHyTh B HEro!

— I[a, KaJlb KOHEYHO, YTO UCKYIIAaTbCA B HEM MOKHO JIWIITb IJId TOro, ‘{TO6LI HCKYIIUTDb I'PEX,
— C coxaJieHMeM poroBopuiia Jm3a, MPHUCEB y caMoro Kpasi 00pbIBa U B3IVISTHYB B ITyOb 03epa.

— A cuMTaercs JM rpexoM MCKyNaThes 371ech Oe3 rpexa Ha ayme? B TakoM ciydae, MOKHO
MPBITHYTh CIOJA U TIEJbIX JBa pa3a! — ¢ yAbIOKOW BOCKIMKHYT ApPYH.

Bnpyr nonyn Berep. Bona B o3epe, paHee moxoxasi Ha CTEKJIO, MOKpbUIach psiobio. «He m006-
PbIii 3TO 3HAK», — MEJILKHYJIO B ToJIoBe Y ApuM, IIOKa OH IUIsfien Ha Bony. U TyT ke Apun npoH3ui
XOJIO ¥ APOXb, — OIIYIIEHHE, YTO KTO-TO HAOMIOAAET 32 HUM U3Jajieka. Apul MeJJICHHO TOBep-
HYJICSl M B3[JISIHYJI B CTOPOHY JIECHOM yalliy. TaM, COBCEM HENoJaleKy OT HEro, B TEHU CTOSLIO CYIle-
CTBO, BHEIIIHE YEJIOBEUYECKOTO CTPOeHHUs], HO 0e3 PyK M HOT, NMPOCTO CIUIOIIHOE TeJio U3 ThMbl. Ha
TOJIOBE 3TOTO CYIIECTBA MPOIISIABIBAJICS TPUOOUEK: KpacHas IUISIKA, 3eEHAsT HOKKA — eJMHCTBEH-
Has JeTajib, Ha KOTOpYyIo Apun oopariit ocodoe BHUMaHue. OH CMOTpeT Ha CYIIECTBO U He 3HAJI, YTO
JesaTh. y MaJIb4yMKa MPponajl 1ap peur. DPpUC 3TO 3aMETUIT U IPOCIEANI 32 B3IVIAA0M Apuu.

— Apun, Dpuc, MOKET OBITh TIOpa ykKe, — Havyasia Dm3a, BCE elié He OTBOJS B3IVIsLIa OT 03epa.

— Dnu3a, cecTpéHKa, HUYero He TOBOPH, — MCIyTraHHO repedwt e€ Dpuc. OH He CBOIWII IJ1a3
C CyLIECTBA B TEHU JICPEBbEB.

— [louemy? — BO3MyTHIIACH JEBOYKA.

Spuc QBIpKHYI. DU3a MOJHAIACH U TOCMOTPENIa Ha MAJIbBUMKOB, a [IOTOM B Jiec, — TyJa, KyJa
OHU CMOTpesH. [IeBouka ycnesa JUIlb BCKPUKHYTh HE IPOMYE MBIIIH, KaK BO3JIe HEE, IIPUKPbIBAs
cecTpEHKy co00M, BCTA JpHC, a C APyrod CTopoHsl ogomen Apur. OH CKal JIEBYIO PYKYy B KyJIaK
Y HarpaBuJjI €€ B CTOPOHY CYIIECTBA, PUTPO3UB TOMY OTIIOBCKMM HEPCTHEM.
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— He 3ps mana jan MHe ero, — UCITYTaHHO MPOIIENTaa ApuH.

— TNoyeMy OHO CTOWT? — APOXAIIMM TOJIOCOM CIPOCHI Dpuc. — MOoKeT, OHM U TIpaBja
6osTCsl cepedpa U BOfIbI U3 3TOTo o3epa’?

— Bpoge ei€ He TeMHO, Tak ToYeMy OHO 371eCh? — Crpocuiia DJu3a, U 171a3a e€ HaoJIHUIUCh
clie3aMH.

Apur KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY Dpuca, a CBOOOJHOW PYKOM Jaj 3HaK, 4yTo Hajgo Oexars. Ho Dpuc He
TIOBEPHYJI FOJIOBBI, — OH CMOTpEJI B CTOPOHY Jieca. Toraa Apuu B3sU1 €ro 3a Kpail pyoaxu ¥ MOTSIHYT
CTOPOHY TpONUHKH. PebsTta 3ammaranm 604kom, He CBOIs a3 ¢ cymecTBa. OHO ObLIO MOTHOCTHIO
YEpPHBIM: HH IJ1a3, HU pTa. To, 4YTO OHO CJIeAMIO 3a pedsiTaMH, BblIaBasl JHIIb rpudoyek. OH MoBo-
pavyMBa’Ics BCJe 32 HUMH B TaKT UX JBMKEHUAM. OCTOPOKHBIMY IIaraMy pedsiTa JOIILTH 10 TPOIIBL.
Dnu3a 3aMeTHIa KpaeM IJia3a, YTo COJHIIE YKe YXOAMIIO 32 ropy. DTO 03HAYANIO, YTO COBCEM CKOPO
NpUAET ThMa, U TaKUE CYIIECTBA OKAXYTCs TOBCIOAY. Diu3a AEpHYIa Dprica U yKas3aja MajiblieM B
CTOPOHY COJTHIA. MaJIbuMKM HAKOHEI] OTOPBAJIHM B3IJISI/IBI OT CYIIECTBA M TOCMOTpPENH Ha HeOo.

— bexum! — 3akpuyan Apuu v pBaHyJ BIiepé.

Bpar ¢ cectpoii ObICTPO BIIJISHY/IM B CTOPOHY JIeCa U BIIPYT MOHSUTH, YTO CYIIECTBO MPOMAJIo.
He tepsist HU ceKyH[IbI, OHM ToJIeTeNny Benel 32 Apun. Tot 6exan He mpsMO 10 TPOIMHKE, a Yepes
AepeBbsl M KYCThbl, YTOObI COKPATUTh MyTb. DPUC U DM3a NBITAIUCH OKJIMKHYTb €ro, HO MaJb4uK
Oexan 6e3 OIIANKY M He CIIBIIIAI HUYEero, KpoMe IIymMa JIMCTheB U COOCTBEHHOTO CcepAreOneHusl.
Torna Dpuc u Dnu3a penIuiy MOUTH 10 TPOIIe CaMU, YTOObI He COMTHCS C IOPOTU U TOYHO BEPHYThCS
B TOPOJI IO HACTYIUICHUSI TEMHOTBL. DpHc Oexkas Brepeu, Iepka cecTpy 3a pyKy. DJm3a TO U A0
000pavrBaach, UIIa B3MJISIIOM TO CYIIECTBO, TO ApuH, B HAJEK/IE, YTO OH BEPHETCS HA TPOITY.

Ho Apum B 3T0 Bpems JieTen U IpbIral yepe3 KycThl, 000erai JepeBbs, CIIOTHIKAJICS, HO MPO-
nomkait 6exarb. B oqvH MOMEHT OH 3arHyJIcsl O OOJIbIINE YepHble KOPHU U ynai Ha 3emumio. Hoxu-
YeK BBIMAJT U3 ero KapMaHa U 3aTepsuics B JIUCTBE. Bech B Cyxoil 3emyie M UTOJIKax, MaJlbuylK OCTO-
POXXHO MPUIIOAHSLICS Ha KOJIGHH, OTPSIXHYII JIMIO, OMKHYJI TIapy pa3 U B3ISIHY Brepén. Okazanoch,
OH MPHU3EMJIUJICS Ha KaKyI0-TO TPOIMy Oe3 Hauasia ¥ KOHI[Aa — BBHITONTAHHBIN YYAaCTOK METPOB CEMb B
IJTMHY, CPeau iepeBbeB M KycToB. [Tocpean 3Toi TPONMHKY BO3BHIINIAIACH OOJIbINAs KAMEHHAs apKa:
IBa JUTMHHBIX KaMH$, BOTKHYTHIX B 3eMJIIO, JIepKaii Ha cebe OrpoMHBIN OynblKHUK. KamHM ObLn
pe3HbIe, TIOKPHIThIE OYKBAMU Ha CBATOM SI3bIKE. ApUYM MEJUICHHO MPHUIIOAHSUICS Ha OJHO KOJIEHO U
YBUJIEN 32 COCHOH MO03a/IM apKU TO caMoe YE€pHOe CyniecTBO. [ prdodek Ha ero rojose siBHO JaBal,
YTO OHO CMOTPHT MPSIMO Ha MAJIbYMKA.

Apun He meBenuIics. Y BOpyT CyIiecTBo copBajiach C MECTa U CTPEMUTENIBLHO IBUHYJIACH TPSIMO
Ha Hero. Ap4u MogopBajICs U OJHUM PHIBKOM CXBaTWJI CBOW KHMHKaJl, Crpebsi BMECTe C HUM OXarlky
cyxux JucTheB. CyIIeCTBO pe3KO, CIIOBHO YAAPUIIOCh 000 YTO-TO, OCTAHOBHJIOCH U MEPECTAIO JBH-
raTbCsi HA Apu, a 3aTeM pa3BepHyJiach B 00paTHyI0 CTOpOHY. I pud Ha ronoBe 3Toro HEYTO TO MOBO-
pavyMBaIcs Ha MaJburKa, TO OTBOPAYMBAJICS, CJIOBHO CYIIECTBO MEUETCSI MEKILy CTPAXOM M Kaxk IO
JOCTaTh CBOIO XepTBY. Tak 1 HE PEIIUBIIUCH, HEUTO CTAJIO YAAISATHCS.

Apun emg HeKOTOpoe BpeMsl IPUCTATIBHO HAOMIONAIT 32 YEPHBIM CHUJTYTOM, a 3aTeM B3IJISHYIT
Ha MYCOp, 3aXaThlii y Hero B pykax. Cpeiu JMCTbeB U TOHKMX BETOYEK OH YBHIET Oypylo IIepCTh
C IUIOTBIO, HA KOTOPOM 3areKkach KPOBb M OCTAIUCH CJIE/Ibl KJIBIKOB. ApuM 3aKpUyYal U OTOpOCHII
KOMOK B CTOpoHY. CyIIIeCTBO pe3KO OKMBUIIOCH U TYT K€ pBaHyJIo MpsiMo Ha Apun. U Torna, yxe He
HaJesiCh Ha CriaceHne, HO HETUISSACH 3a TIOCEIHION, TIOUTH YTaclIylo UCKPY HaJekKIbl, ApUr BHITSHYT
BIIEpE PyKY — TY, Ha KOTOPOW CBEPKHYJIO KOJIBIIO.

CymiectBo octaHoBUJIOCh. OHO CTaIO HAKJIOHSTH BepX Tejla BMECTe C IPHOOYKOM —CKopee
BCEro, 9T0 ObLIa €ro roJIoBa, — B pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI, OYATO CTapasich pasrisAeTh KOJbIO. Y Apun Ha
JIMIE OT cTpaxa U 6e3HaNEKHOCTH CTAJIM HAaBOPAauMBaThCs cié3bl. OH He 3Ha, 4TO Jienarh. Maabuuk
CMOT JIMIIIb 3aKpUYaTh BO BCE ropiio: «Yilin!», HO KpUK He pazHeccs 1o Jiecy. OH CJIOBHO OTpa3uics
OT JePEeBbEB U YCTpEeMUIICS 00paTHO B 1o10BY Apun. CyIecTBO U3/1aJI0 TIIyXOM XPHII, TOXOXKHIA Ha
Hegoymenue. U toraa ucnyr nokuHyn Ap4u, OcTayiach TONBKO HACTOPOKEHHOCTD. M TUXO BCXJIUITHI-
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Basl, CyIIECTBO BAPYT pa3BepHYJach M YIIJIO 0OpaTHO B Jiec. Bcero mapa coceH MenbKHYIA M03aJu
HEro, ¥ He4TO MUCYE3JIO.

Apun OpocrII KUHKaJT Ha 3eMJTIO, OTPSIXHYJICsL. OH CHSUT KOJIBLIO M, CKHUMAs €ro B KyJIake Bo3Jie
IPyH, MEAJIEHHBIM MOIIATHIBAIOIMMCS 1LIarOM JIBUHYJICSI CKBO3b JIEC, B TOPO/I.

B 310 Bpems nepes ucnyraHHbIMA DPpUCOM M DJIM301 HAKOHEL] CTaIM ITPOIJISIIBIBATHCS OPOM-
HbIE CTeHBI U3 OpEBEH, BHOBb IMOCIBIINAIOCH TIeHue nTHil. Kak Tonbko OpaT u cectpa g00ekaiu 10
BOPOT, CUJIbl IOKMHYJIM UX. OHU HE CMOIJIM TPOPOHUTB U CJI0BA, JIUIIb TSKEIOE AbIXaHUE U IPUMACh
yxaca. Koria yacoBble CITyCTHIIMCH C OallieH, Y BOPOT COOPAIMCh JIOJH, B TOM YUCIE U OTell ApuM.
Bspociible cranm paccripamBare J1eTei, CTpa)KHUKU TPErpajniy IPOXo CBOUMU ILUTAMHU.

— Tawm, y o3epa... — npombryaji Dpuc Ha pyKax y cTpakHUKA. — Tam MOHCTp!

— Hawm He nokazanoce, — nojiepxana Opara Diu3a, — OHO HaBepHOe 3a0pano Apum.

— OH 6esxal He ¢ HaMU — He TI0 TPOIIe, OH CBEPHYJI B YaIlLy. ..

W3 pyk otuia Apuu Bbinajau neprameHT u nepo. Ilopocnesiiye Ha oAMOTY BOMHBI IOAXBATUIIN
ero, 4ToObI TOT HE yIaJl.

— OTpsia, — THUXO MPOrOBOPUJI OTEI] KOTIEUIIIUKY, Aep:KaBiieMy ero, — cpouyHo. [Toka cosnuie
BBICOKO. ...

He npomio u nonyyaca, Kak BOOPYXKEHHBIN OTPsIJT U3 CEMU YEJIOBEK BMECTE C OTIIOM Apuu
ornpaBuics B jec. Ho Bpems 110, conuarsel BCE HE BO3BpallayIUCh, ApUM HE BEPHYJICS, & COJTHIE
yxke ceno. BopoTa He 3aKphIBIM — HAESUIUCh, UYTO XOTs-ObI OTPsIT BOMHOB BepHETCs. Ha crpaxke
cTosiia Best octaBinasicst apmust Omo. OTpsizt TydHUKOB ObUT HArOTOBE, KOTIEHIIIUKY 32K PHIBAJTH TIPO-
XOJl IIUTaMH, a 10331 HUX MeX0Ta Jepkaya B pykax (akesa u Meu. Becb BOEHHBIN CTPON 3aMbl-
Kauia iposkaiasi Math Apun. M3 neca JOHOCHIICS Y:KacHBIM BOM, CJBIIIAJICS TO IIOPOX, TO XPIOKaHbE
1 OBICTpBIC ITIard, a 3aTeM PbIYaHWE M CKPEXeT KOorred o kaMHu. Ho HUYTO He BBIXOAWUIIO — OHO
60s1710Ch CBETA.

Bapyr Baanu nokazascs CUTy3T, MIOKAYMBAIOIIMIACS C HOTH Ha HOT'Y, U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. Bee
HAIpPaBUJIM Ha HETO KOIIbsl U cTpesibl. BoeBoaa BhIIIes BIEPE IMTOB U, OCBETUB OKPYTY (pakesniom,
y3Hai1 Apuu. Ha miazax y marepyu HaBEpHYJIMCh CJIE3bI, DM3a ¢ DPUCOM MOAIPHITHYJIM HA MECTE.
BoeBopna yponui cakein. Ero Tyt ke 3arymmn Berep. CBeta cTano Majio. YKacHble 3ByKU U IOPOXU
YCUJIMJIUCh BO CTOKpaTr.

— Brictpee, Apun! — 3akpuyasl BOeBoja, MPOTATUBAsi CBOM PYKHU K MAJIbUUKY.

Apuu ynaji npsiMo B JTaJloHU My)k4uuHe. BoeBoaa mogxBaTuil ero u, mpukaB K TPyIH, oOesKa
00paTHO, 3a IIUTH CBOUX BOMHOB. YK€ B TOPOJIE OH TNepeJal MaJbuiKa B PyKH MaTepH.

— JKnarb oTpsin, — npukasai BceM BoeBona. — Jaxe eciau MpuaeTcs CTosATh 34€Ch BCIO HOUb,
MBI HE JJOJDKHBI KOTO-JIUOO TIOTePATh CETOMIHS.

Oxunasi CBOMX MYyKel, OTIIOB M CHIHOBEH, HECKOJIKO ceMel OCTaioch Y BOpPOT. PEB, qoHOCs-
IIUIACS W3 Jieca, ObUT cTpallieH Kak Hukoraa. Ho B oquH Mur Bee 3ByKH yTHXJU. [Tocbimancs mopox
Y YbU-TO TUXUE IIIATH.

— Tsl HUKOTO He BUzen? — crpocua y Apuu crapblid cBsiieHHUK. — CoBcem? M HUKTO TeOst
HE TPOHYJ?

— Ha, naasa dIuonuc. Hukto. D10 BCE KOMBIIO OTIA, MpaBaa? — MajbuuK B3IJISHYJI HA Marth.
3anuras cne3amu, Ta JIMIb KUBHY/IA U OCTOPOXKHO OTBEPHY.JIACh.

CesnieHHUK [JMOHKMC HEe MPOPOHWII HU CJIOBA — JIMIIIb TTOCMOTpPEJT Ha MaJIbUMKa TakK, CJIOBHO
rIsizien eMy B camyio aymry. OH mpoOOpMOTAaUT 4TO-TO Ha CBSITOM SI3BbIKE U YIIEN K cede.

B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 JIeca JOHECTIUCh YEIOBEYECKUE KPUKH, A CJIEJOM 32 HUMU — BCE TOT K€ PEB,
YaBKaHbE U YTO-TO MOXOKEE HA XMXUKaHbe. B TOT jke MUT U3-3a IepeBbeB BHIPBAJIMCH TPU OKPOBAB-
JeHHBbIX BomHA. OIMH U3 HUX HE MOT MITH: YTO-TO TSHYJIO ero ooparHo. Broporo aepxai no pyku
1 BEN otenl Apur. JIydHUKHM BBITYCTUIIM CTPEJb B CTOPOHY Jieca, YTOOBI CyIeCTBa 3a00sIHCh UX U
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oronu. Oter; Apuu cMor JOBeCTH OOMIIa JO KOMEHUIIMKOB, MOcie Yero cam ynan 6e3 cui. Ero Tyt
K€ MOJHAN U IOTAIIUJIN BHYTPb.

— 3akpbITh BOpOTa! — 3aKpUyal BOEBOJA, U KPUK €ro MPOIIENCs CpeAn COJiar.

Borinpr 3amymenu. Te, KTO CTOSI Ha MPOXojie — OTONUTM Hazand. JIydHMKM moOpocaiy CBOE
OpYy’k1e, B3SUIUCh 32 KaHAThI U TIOTSHYJIM WX, YTOOBI IOCKOpEe 3aKphITh BOpoTa. OrpoMHbIe OpeBeH-
yarple BOPOTA CO CKPEKETOM TOMOI3IIH 110 3eMJIE, 3aKpbIBasi MPOXO.

BoeBona B3s1 o, pyKy OTIIa Ap4u U TIOBEN ero K JieueOHuIle. 3a HUMHU, TUIada, MoIuia ¥ MaTh.
Apuu ocTascs caeauTh 3a CyMaToxoi. B pyke OoH c:kumast KOJIBIIO.

Koraa BopoTta nmouTt# 3aMKHYJIMCh, U3 Jieca BBIOEKAJIO OrPOMHOE YEPHOE CYIIECTBO. Apuu He
CMOT pasIIsAETh €ro OTYETIMBO. YBU/IEI JIMIIb TO, YTO CYILECTBO IMPbIraJI0O HA YETHIPEX HOrax, Ha
rOJIOBE Y HEro He ObUIO I71a3 — OJMH TOJIBKO OOJIBIION POT, KPUBbIE, MECTAMU THUJIbIE 3yObl M CTPaH-
Hasl KMXa, cTekaomas mo juiy. CymecTBo ¢ TpOXOTOM YAApWIOCh O BOPOTa. DTOT yaap U 3BYK
3aCTpAJIU B I'OJIOBE Y Ap‘ll/l. Onu MOBTOPAJIMCh BHOBb U BHOBb, BHOBb 1 BHOBbB, ITOKa Ap‘{I/I HE OTKPBLIT
rasa.

keksk

C Toro gHA npoLUIO AEBATH JIeT. Bece paHbl OTHA 3aKUJIM, OCTAIACH JIMIIL XPOMOTA Ha JIEBYIO
HOTY U CTpaHHasi HeoObsiCHUMAsi oOuaa Ha cbiHa. CiE3bl MaTepy JaBHO BBICOXJIM — HMX OCYIIVJIH
YJIBIOKHM MYKa U CbIHA, U TMIPOCTasi PaJ0CTh OTTOTO, YTO OHU KUBBI.

Kusnb no-npexsemy uBeter B Omno. Tonbko BOT ApuM BoBce He cyacTiauB. UyBCTBO, UTO U3-
3a HEero NnorudIM ooy, MOIVIM YMEpPETh €ro JIydllne Apy3bsl, HE OCTABJISJIO €ro B Mokoe. YEpHbIN
CUJTy3T C rpuOOM, MOHCTP, KOTOPBIA MOT' YOUTh OTIIA, MIPECIIEA0BAIM €r0 U30 JHS B JIeHb B HOYHBIX
KOIIMapax. EqMHCTBEHHBIM, B UBIO 3alIUTY OH JIO0 CHX TOp BEpWJI M0 HoYaM, ObuT AppoH. A BepHee,
OVH JIMIIb €r0 NOPTPET HAl KPOBAThi0 ApuM, B BUAE MOTYUYEro MeBesA, OKPYKEHHOIO LIBETAMU U
opiamu. Bosbliiie He ObLJIO HUYEro, YTo MOIJIO Obl BHYIIUTD €My HaJeKLy.

keksk

VY1po HaunmHasock Kak U Becerga. Ha ynuue crplianuch KpUKM METYXOB U NMTULL. Matb yxke
TMOBCIOY TpeMeia MOCy/I0i B OCHOBHOM YacTH JIOMA, TJIe CTOSLT OMH OOJIBIION CEMEUHBIH CTOJ, OKPY-
XKEHHBIN MIKadurkamu 1Jis efibl. OTel] TOXe yke MPOCHYJICS U CKOpee BCero CUjIe Ha JIABOUKE PsIIOM
C IOMOM.

Apuy TONBKO PACKpbUI INIa3a. YBHUIEB COJHEYHBIA CBET 4Yepes3 ILesb MEXIY I0JIOM M JIBe-
pblo, OH 3acTaBUI ceOsl MOTHATHCA. B 9Ty HOUb, Kak M BCeraa, eMy MPUCHUJICS TOT CaMblid IeHb, U
IIPOCHYBILUCh, ApYd MEPBBIM JEJIOM IOCMOTpEJT Ha OPTPET APpPOHA, I1a3aMHU, MOJTHBIMU HAaJICKbL.
Korga GyiiHoe ceppiie HaKOHEI| YCMUPHIIOCh, CHITYSThl MOHCTPOB TEPECTAI MeJIbKaTh Mepej Iiia-
3aMH, I0HOIIIA BBIIIEN U3 CMAJIbHU.

B xomHare npusTHO naxso. Matb, Kak ¥ Bceraa, IpuroToBuia AJisl BCEX TPaJULIMOHHBIN Bapy-
aHT MEPBOTO MPHUEMA THIIH: TIO0 CBIPOMY SIHILy, CalaT U3 Pa3HBIX BUJOB KaITyCThl, OBOIIU U KOJIOACKY
1151 TJIaBbl CEMBH.

Oren ObuT Ha yuLe. MaTh HakJIaJpIBajIa KakIOMY B TAPEJIKY KarycTy. Apuul CKpUBHJICS, TOTSI-
HYJICS, 3¢BHY/I. MeJIeHHO TOIOMIEN K CTOJTY, B35JT B PYKY CBEKUM, XPYCTAIIMIA KAOAYOK M 3aXPyCTelt
UM.

— Apuu, — Bo3MyTWIach Math, — Y10 3a nypHas npusbluka? He Moxels nonoxaars noka
BCE HE CSIYT 3a CTON?

— Hy, a 1 u He cen 3a cToNI, — 4YaBKas, CKa3ajl Ap4u C YIbIOKOWH, — 5 CTOIO.

Mars suiiib okavasa rojioBoil.
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— Tol y Hac, IpsAM Kak y IMYEN-TPyTEHb, — 3aBOpYaJ OTell, BXoas B JoM. — Emb, crimibs —
1 BCE 3a YYyKOW Tpy/l, a caM HAYETro He Jesaeiib!

— Iar, He HaunHaii. Thl ke 3Haelllb, YTO y MeHsI ecTh padota! ¥ MeHs MpocTo OT He€ OTIbIX
OOJIBIIION.

— Bot HaroMHM MHE, — KPSXTsI, CeJl 32 CTOJ OTell, — KaK 4acTO TBOH MOJCOJTHYX CEMEUYKHU
naér?

— IlonconHeyHuk LBETET pa3 B TpU-4eTblpe MecAna. Ho Thl ke caMm 3Haellb, 4To s U3 HEro
emé 1 JIesalo Macjo, KOTOPBIM 3aIlpaBIsiioT HAIIM JIAMIIbl, @ 3HAYUT, YTO sl BHOIIY OYeHb BaKHBIN U,
HaBEpHOE, Jlake TJIaBHBIM BKJIaJ B )KU3Hb Hallle ropoya!l

— Ho Bcero pa3 B ueTbipe Mecsla, — 3JI0CTHO MOABITOKIII OTell.

— Ho 5 ke He TOJIbKO Ha OCTPOBE MOICOTHEYHNKAMHU 3aHUMAIOCh, a eI ¥ B TOPOJIE KEHIIUHAM
MOMOTal0 C HUMU, — ApYd 3aKUHYJT B POT eIIE Mapy KyCOYKOB Kabavyka 1 T00aBUJI C HAOUTHIM PTOM:
— W nomumo macrna, s MHOTO 4ero MpHUBOXKY ¢ ocTpoBa. U yxaxuBarh 3a KabaHaMH HaJI0 HE pa3 B
yeTblpe Mecsial

Orter HEIOBOJILHO CXBAaTUJI CO CTOJIA OTHO SIAIO U MPUHSUICS YUCTUTD ero Bepxymiky. Crenas
HeOOJIbIIIOe OTBEPCTUE B CKOPITYIIE, OH 3aIIPOKHMHYIJI TOJIOBY U CTAJI BBICACHIBATH U3 SIH1IA OEJIOK C KeJT-
KOM. BpOCHB IMyCTyI0 SIMUHYIO0 CKOPIIYITy Ha TapelsiKy, My:KUMHa MIPOTSIHYJICS 32 MUCKOH C KaIyCTOM.
[Toka oterr e oBoIM, Apul HarIo B3sUT KOJMOACKY, TPAJAUIIMOHHO TpUHAIexkaIyo otity. [lepen
Moe/laHueM Kakoro-imoo msica B Oiio ObLIO MPUHSTO B CIyX ONaromaputh TeX, KTO OTAAN CBOIO
KU3HB 3a J0OBIYY 3TOro MpoayKT. Ho Apum, ¢ HEeBO3MYTHUMBIM JIMIIOM U 03 KaKMX-JHO0 CJIOB, MTPO-
CTO OTKYCHJI KyCOK KOJIOACKHU ¥ MPUHSLICS KeBaTh, IS Ha CTOI.

Ortenl nonepxHyJcs, MaTh MPUKpPbLUIA POT PYKOH.

— Tol BoBce 03Bepeni? — sIPOCTHO 3aKpUya OTell.

— IMoyemy? Dta KomdacKa ISl IJIABHOTO B JoMe, BepHO? § BOT, 10 HAM OTOHb — 3aIlUTYy OT
JIECHBIX TBAape, a 3HAUUT BCE MBI KMBHI OJ1arogapst Mue !

— AX, 3Ha4UT ceOs ITIaBHBIM CUUTaellb?! — Bcé OoJble 311iIcsa OTeLL.

— Hy na. Tsl, manienbka, y Hac — odar ceMbu. He BbIOpat Obl Tl Mamy, TO He poanJIcs Obl 5
1 He 00bequHMI Bac. [103ToMy 51 I71aBHBIN B CEMbe, a ThI TPOCTO OYar.

— W naBHO THI 3TO BCE npuIyMan? — BCXJIMIbIBAS CIIPOCHIIA MaTh.

— Ara, [CHO. .. A MaMa TBOs, — IIPULLYPUB I71a3a ¥ yKa3aB MaJIbLEM B JIMLIO ApUu, ITPOLIMIIES
otel;, — Ona kto Torga? Eciu ceMelHbId o4ar — s, IJ1aBa cEMbH — ThI? Marthb Toraa 3adeM Ham?

— OHa — XpaHuTeIbHULIA OYara, — ApUH ¢ YJIBIOKON B3IJISTHY/I HA CACP/KUBAIONIYIO CJIE3 MaTb.
— Oma He oTKazana Tede, pacCTUT MEHs CTOJIbKO JIeT, KOPMHT Hac.

— Bc€ ThI B 31011 KU3HU NIEpenyTas, — OTel] IPUTPO3UIT ChIHY NAJIbLEM.

Apuu Momga, 6e3 TeH! poOOCTH, OTKYCHJI eI KYCOUeK KOMOACHI.

— S mepenyTait... — Kysi. mpodopMoTai cede 1o Hoc Apur. — A 3TO 51, 3HAYHT, TOXKE MyTalo,
YTO HAIIM BOXK/IW HE OTKA3aJMCh OT 3TOrO MECTa, KaK OT MecTa kutenbcTtBa? He Haimm v MoTOMKH
CTaJIM BO3BOAMTH 31€Ch JIOMa, CTEHY C BOPOTaMHM, KOMaTh B Ieliepax B, YTO TOIbKO MokHO? He
OHHU JIM OCTAJIMCh TaM, TJIe HU JiepeBa CPyOUThb, HU OJIeHsI 3apyOUThb O3 pacIijiaThl 32 3TO COOCTBEHHOM
®u3HbI0? Tam, rae 6e3 cBeta — TeOs ChelsT, YObEIIb KUBOTHOE — U TeOs MOKapaeT HeBegoMasi
cuia. A MoToM emg v MPUCTaHb MOCTPOMITH, KOpaoiu. .. Y Mosb3bI-TO OT 3TOr0 — JMIIb Mapa ocT-
POBOB, Ha KOTOPBIX U MOJIOBMHA HAIIIETO HACEJIEHNs He ymeliaeTcss. HukoMy U B rojioBy He MPHIILIO
MCKAaTh Yero-To OosbIiero?

— Tol HEONMarogapHeIi, He MEHANMA HUYEro, KpoMe COOCTBEHHOM KW3HH, ITIEHOK, cerldac
YUMIIIb MEHS U BceX Hac ku3Hu? Xouemb 3emuin? Houeii ciokoiHbix? Mou Geiics 3a 3to! 3a cro-
KOMCTBUE, 3a 3eMu!

— Yro ThH1?! 3auem OUTHCS, KOrJa MOKHO JIOTOBOPUTHLCS WM KynuTth 3emun? [pasaa, Omio
HEYero MpeyioKUTh B3aMeH. . .

Orel1 CKpUBUJICS €IIE CUJTbHEE.
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— A no-tBoeMy ApPpOH €O 3/EIIHMMHU TBapsIMU JOTOBApUBAJICS WM BEJ TOPrOBIIO, KOIJAa
MpUHEC XW3Hb Ha 3T 3emuin? OH Owics 3a Hux! 3a BCE B Halllel )KU3HU HAJ0 OUTHCS. . .

— Vxe u HUYero He CKaxu, — mpomenTtan cebe nox Hoc Apun. — HenaBuky s Bcex! U
AppoHa, 1 3TOT MPOKJIATHIN OCTPOB, U Bac!

— bBecoBimyHa HOUHas1, — 37100HO, CTHCHYB 3YOBbl, ITPOIIUIIENA MaTb.

Apun m3menwics B ymne. OH eme pa3 B3MISIHYT Ha KOJMOACKy, M €ro 4yTh He BBIBEPHYIIO
HAaW3HAHKY. ApUM MOJOXKWUJI e€ Ha CTOM | YIIEN K cebe B criayibHIO. Tam OH yCTaBWJICS Ha TIOPTpPET
Appona. B orpaxxeHun ctekiia oH yBHIe] COOCTBEHHOE JIHILI0. ToTuac emy cTasio MpOTUBHO OT CAMOT0
ce0s1, OT CBOMX K€ CJIOB, OT COOCTBEHHOT'O K€ BUJa. APUM CXBATHJI CBOIO pyOaxy, HAKUHYJI €€ U yrpio-
MBIMHU ILIaraMH BBILIET U3 JOMa.

OH ycTpeMuIicsi IPSIMUKOM Ha Mpuctanb. B Oio %u3Hb 1u1a cBouM uepesioM. A Apun Opédn,
CJIOBHO MpoTHB Hiepctr. OH rsiien Ha (poHapy U eMy CTAaHOBHMJIOCH TOIITHO OT COOCTBEHHBIX CJIOB O
MacJjie B HuX. [lapeHb nporén MumMo 3aKpbiTOl Ky3HHULBI — IPSMO MOJIe HEE, Ha CKaMeiKe, CUJIel
CTapeyIlnil OpyKeNHHK, BECh POJ KOTOPOTO KOBaJI OpyXkHe U Aocnexu aas apmun. Ha nyme y Apuun
CTAHOBWJIOCh BCE TSIKENee U TSKeee.

Hakownern on nomén 1o Bopot. Beliins u3 ropopa. mapeHb OBICTPBIM IArOM HAIlpaBUIICS B
CTOPOHY IMPUCTaHM, BCE eI MPOKPYUYMBasi B TOJIOBE CJIOBA, CKa3aHHbBIE OTIly. A cieaoM, OyaTo u3
TYMaHa, BCILIBUIO OJHO U3 CAMBIX CBETJIbIX BOCHIOMUHAHUI.

Mroeo nem Ha3ad, Ha npucmaru

Marnenbpkuii Apun OajaHCMpPOBaJ Ha TepeKJagruHe 3a00pa, PacHoNOKEHHOM Ha CKaJIHCTOM
oepery. Psyiom, npuaepxkuBasi ChiHa 32 IITAaHUHY, CTOSUI €r0 OTell. B MasleHbKO# TUIETEHOM KOP3UHKE
ropKoi Jexana 3emssHuKa. C KakJbIM yAapoM BOJHBI O CKaJIbl M OpbI3raMu COJIEHOUM BOJIBI, TOpa
SITOJ1 CTAHOBMJIACh BCE MEHbIIE, a pyKM Apun — KpacHee U cJialle.

— [Nan, — pa3misgpiBas ouepeiHyl0 MaJeHbKYIO SIroly Hadyan Apuu. — A 41o Tam?

—I'me?

— [lo3agu mops, — ckaszai Apuu, 3aKMHYB SATOAYy B POT.

Orer moMoTyaJ1 HEIOJTO M CKa3aJl C TETJIOM B KaXKOM CIIOBE:

— Mecra, e B OIHBIX HET KpacoThl, a Jpyrue OCJenuTeNbHble. MecTa e OrpoMHbIe
MYCTHIHU... [J0OpbIe MTHUIIbI, HO JIOAH 3JIble. MHOTO 4ero CKpbIBaeT TOPU30HT OT HAIIMX IJ1a3, 1 MOpe
JIOpOTY HE HAET.

— A s X041y Be3jzie moObiBaTh! Be€ yBuaeTs, yenpimarh v mornpodoBats! U emg, uroosl kopaliib
MO OBbLI, KaK BOH TOT!

ApuM yKkazana Ha OrpOMHBI KpacWBBIM OpuUr ¢ OelbIMU Mapycamu, 30JI0THCTOM KaiMoW 1a
TEMHO-TOyObIMU OopTamu. KopalOib Tuibl1 1O BOJHAM, BETEp THAJI €ro BIEpEl, a KaluTaH CyaHa
rOp/I0 CTOSUT U CBepsil Kype 1o komracy. Cynst mo duiary, 3To ObUIO TOProBoe CYJHO W3 JIPYrou
crpaHbl. BHavase oTell HACTOPOXXUIICS, HO TIOTOM YJIBIOHYJICSI M CKa3aJl TaKXke TerwIo:

— 3Hauut Oy/enb.

I'naBa 2. Ymenne. Ctbia

Mope ObUIO CIIOKOMHBIM — CTOSIT TOJTHBIN IITUJIh, ¥ BOJIA Ka3aJiach IIAJIKOM, KaK 3epKaJlo.
Ps6b Ha Bone BIOMBL Oepera HABOAWIM MAJIbKH M BECIA CTapeHBbKOU JIONKH. B Hell cuyien ctapudok
B JUTMHHOM 4YE€pHOM KadpraHe, YKpallleHHOM POCIHUCHIO Ha CBSITOM SI3bIKE, B 3arPAHMYHBIX Cariorax
U CTapbIX ITaHax Oyporo nBeta. B jogke y Hero ObUI0 OrpOMHOE KOJTMYECTBO PA3IMYHBIX OaHOK
C XKyKamu, 6a00UYKaMu W pacTeHUsIMA. MHOTO pa3HbIX KOP3WHOK: OJIHA C PHIOOM — il 0OMeHa B
ropoje, BTopast ¢ BOIOPOC/SIMH, & B TPEThIO OH CKJIA/ILIBAJT BCAKUE TPUOBI, M K Hel ObUT MPUBS3aH
HOXHUK. [1e-To cpeau Bcero 3Toro go0pa 3aBajsijiach yAOuKa, YTO-TO HANOAOOWE TO JIM KUPKH, TO

11



K. KaBusuH. «Osuio: nmyTh yepes3 TbMy»

JIM TOTIOpA WJIM JIOTIATHI, KapTa U KakKue-TO OyTHUIKH C BBHITUBKOM, KOTOPbIE CTAPUK BBIMEHSUI JIaB-
HBIM-/IaBHO Y OJIHOrO MMpaTa B3aMeH Ha CBOM JIONOYHBII Napyc.

Jlenok TuIbLT BAOML Oepera v MCKal 4To-TO Ha cyiie. B OCHOBHOM, BCsIKHe TPaBKH, U3 KOTO-
PbIX OH JIeJIajl CIIelH, a TaKKe sIrofisl U rpuosl. Perytanms B Onio y Toro crapiia Oblia He OYeHb
xopormasi. OH ocrasicst 6e3 cembH. Ero xkena 3a0oena u ymepia, JBa B3pOCIbIX ChIHA OTITPABUIIUCH B
MOPCKO€ MyTEIIECTBUE U HE BEPHYJIUCh — CKOpEe BCErO, OHU IJIe-TO OCTAIUCh, HO BEPOSITHEE — HX
CYIHO 3aXBaTHJIU MIAPATHI, & POAUTEIIH JABHO YCHYJIM BEUHBIM CHOM. 7KHJT CTapUK B CTApOM IIIaXTe MOjL
TOPOJIOM, TJIe paHblIlle JOOBIBAIM KEeJIe30 U yrojib. Tam U3 KaMHsI U IJIMHBI OH coOpast ce0e JKIITHIIE
— BHYTPH CHaJbHOE MECTO ¥ MHOTO pa3HbIX KOPOOOK, MEIIIKOB U XJlamMa. Tak v MPOUCXOIUT B TEHU
ero >KU3Hb, /12 B TAKOH TEMHOTE, YTO HUKTO €ro MIMEHH U He 3HaeT...

Korzaa crapyk nmporuisiBajl MUMO KaKOTO-TO HHTEPECHOTO JIJIsl HEro y4acTka, OH Opocast BEcia,
MPUCTATBHO CMOTPEJ, TIPHIIY PUBIIUCH U TIOUYXMBAs XJIUIKYIO, ceyio 6opoaky. Tak oH oruban oct-
OB TIOUTH KXl IeHb. MHOTO 4ero BHeI U coOpasl OH BIIOJb Oepera.

JloOpaBIIKCh 10 CEBEpHOM YacTH OCTPOBA, A€ TOPHI JaBajy HA BOAY JIETKYIO T€Hb, CTApUK
OCTaHOBHJICS, YTOOBI TOMI0O0BAThCs BUAaMU. Boa Kpyrom Oiectesia OT COMHEYHBIX JIydel, BOKPYT
JIOOKY CTONIIIIUCH MaJieHbKKe pbIOKu. [ToTOKM cBeTa MpoOUBAIMCH CKBO3b TOJIITY BOJBI M O3aPSLIH
co00i1 Pa3HOIBETHBIX MOJUTIOCKOB B TIPUYY/JIMBBIX PAKOBUHAX CAMBIX Pa3HBIX (POPM.

Heoxunanno nomgyn Betep. JIMcThs nonetesnu B Mope, 1o Bofe npodekana pssob. B cniuHy cra-
pUKa MOy emé ofrH OoJiee MOIIHBIA MTOPHIB M BMECTE C JIUCThSIMU TPUHEC CTAPITy B 3aTHLIOK TSIKE-
JIbIA, CBEPIIAIIME B3IJIsI. YTO-TO HE IPOCTO CMOTPEJIO, A CJIOBHO MPOIIYIBIBAJIO CTAPHKA, BRIUCKUBAS
y HETO ysI3BUMbIE MECTa U OCTaBJIsAS MOCe ceOsl Ha KOKe JIeIsTHOW ciiell. JIeeHsIIuii yKac mpomme.
CrapyK OXUBWICS U MEIJIEHHO OOEpHYICSl, HO HUKOTO He CMOT YBHUIETh. OH JIETOHBKO TMOIJIAIUI
CBOIO OOPOJIKY, B3SUICA 3a BEC/IA, HE OTPhIBas B3MJIA OT Jieca, U OCTOPOXKHO MOrped nanbiie. B mecre,
I71e JieC KOHYAJICS M HAYaJIMCh CKaJIbl TOP, CTAPUK HAKOHEI] OTBEN CBOM B3IJISI OT CYIIIN U MPOIOIIKIAT
BIVISIIBIBATHCS B JJaJTh.

Jlogka 1uiblia, BOJTHBI MOHEMHOTY ycuiauBaiauch. Co croponbl TymaHHOU raBaHu Iy BeTep,
Hecs 3a co0oil rpo3oBbie oOnaka. «He k 1oopy 310... OHM JHIIL CMEPTh HECYT C COOOM, 5 YK ITO
TOYHO 3HAI0», — MPOTOBOPHMJI BCIIYX CTapHK. V1 BHOBb TOT CaMblil B3IJISI YAAPUIICS CTApOMY MIPSIMO
B 3atbUIOK. CTapelr TyT e 0OepHYJICs U YBUE YEpHBIA crtyaT. Hu a3, Hu pra. Hu pyk, HU HOr.
OpnHa umib crtomHast YépHast (purypa v ¢ HECKOJIbKMMU TPUOOYKaMH Ha TOJIOBE.

B ucnyre crapuk XBaTuiics 3a OKUCJIEHHOE cepeOpsTHOE KOJIBLIO C BHIIPAaBUPOBAHHBIMH OYKBaMU
CBSITOTO s13bIKa. KpoMe 3TOro CBAIIEHHOTO KOJbIIA ¥ MOPS], TPOCTUPABILIETOCS BOKPYT, OOJIbIIIE HUYTO
HE MOIJIO 3alUTUTh CTAPHKA.

— Manemyasesb, —CHUIUTBIM TOJIOCOM 3aKpUyal cTapel, — Bbl 3a0myaniuch? Bam HyxkHa
noMorib? OueHb UHTEpecHasl y Bac nuisina!

CuutyaT He M311aJ1 HY 3BYKa, JIMIIb YAAIWICSA B TITyOb Jieca, pa3IBUHYB KYCTHI Iiepe]t COOO0i B pa3-
HbIE CTOPOHBI. 30PKHM I71a30M CTApPUK YBUEI, YTO TaM, I7Ie MPEKIE CTOSIIO CYIIECTBO, OCTAJICS OOJIb-
IO KpacHBBIM KycT ronyouku. Crapily HUYero OoJibllie He Ha0 B )KU3HH, KPOME €/Ibl U MOTBITKH
3aBoeBaTh yBaxeHus B Osuio. U co cnoBamu «Oblia HU ObLiIa» OH HAIPaBUII JIOAKY K Oepery.

OCTOpOKHO TIPUYAIMB MEXKAY JIBYX CKasl, CTApUK BbLJIE3 M3 CBOEH IIUIIONKHU U, JepXKach 3a
KaMHH YTOOBI HE YIIACTh, MPUBSI3aJ1 €€ TOJICTHIM KaHATOM K Oyvkaiiiiemy aepeBy. 13 1oaKu oH B3I C
co00i1 KOP3UHKY U TOT CaMblid CTPaHHBII HHCTPYMEHT. CKUMasi ero B pyKax B KauecTBE OPYKHsI, CTa-
PUK OCTOPOXHO MpoOpaics K KycTy. CTapyK Mpuces Ha KOPTOUKH PSAOM C HUIM U YAUBUIICS SITOJIAM.
lomy6uka — Bcst Kak Ha og0O0p: OrPOMHBIE, TEMHbBIE, HEBEPOSITHO apoMaTHbIe Tpo3bs. [loTpscen-
HBII, cTapel MpUHSJICSA OBICTPO CKJIAIBIBAThH STOIB B KOP3HMHY, OIYCTOIIasi BETKH OHY 3a JIPYTOil.
Koraa 3akaHumBaach ofiHa CTOPOHA, CTapel] OCTOPOKHO MPOIIAruBal BOKPYT KycTa K apyroit. Ho
YeM JIaJIblle OH YXOAWJI, TEM MEHbIIIEe U TEMHEe CTAHOBHJIVICH SITOJIKH.
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Hakowner poOkue IMaXKu yBeJIM CTapUKa 3a KYCT, a BsJIble BETKHM TOKAa3aiu eMy MEDTBBIE,
WCCOXIIIME TUIOABbl, CMOPIIEHHBIE, CJIOBHO M3I0M, M ypHO NaxHyIIMe. YIUBJIEHUE Ha JIMIE CTapla
CMEHWJIOCh HEJJOyMEHHEM, a BMECTO PaJIOCTU Ha Jylue noceiauics crpax. CTapuk OCTOPOKHO OIJIsI-
HyJICsI TI0 cTopoHam. OH 00paTr/I BHUMaHKE Ha 3eMJTIO: TIOBCIONY Oblia MCCOXITast TpaBa, HalOMHHA-
I01as CoJIoMy. A 4eM Jasibllie B JIEC OHA YXOIWJIa, TEM MEHee )KMBOU U CBETJION BbIMVIsIENA, a BIAIN
¥ BOBCe cTasa ropesoid. Kazanoch, TpaBa 3Ta 06pa3oBajia HEUTO IMOXOkKee Ha TPOIMHKY.

Crapuk Opocri KOpP3UHKY C SITOIAMH, BHOBb BOOPYKHJICSI CBOMM MHCTPYMEHTOM U TIOMIEN T10
3TOMY CTpaHHOMY crefly. TpaBa MoJ HOramu 3axpycrena, pas3jieTasch IbUlblo U nerioM. Huuero
KHUBOTO He ObLIO B OKpyre. Yem riryOxke B JieC yXOAWII CTApHK, TeM TyIlle U MpayHee CTAaHOBUJIHCH
3apOC/H KYCTOB, TaKMX ke MEPTBBIX M oOropenbix. CTapuk cmmbdan BETKM Ha CBOEM IyTH MHCTPY-
MeHTOM. Ho 3apociy CTaHOBMIIMCH TOJIBKO TYIIIE, Aake OXBaThIBAIM CKAIMCTBIN XpeOeT, Topyualuii
U3 3eMJIN.

W BOT TponMHKa U3 K KEHHON TPaBbl BHIBEJIA CTAPUKA K MPOXOAY MO 3TUM XpeOToM. OH ObLT
3aKPBIT TYCTOM YEPHOM JI030U. PAIOM € 3TUM CIycKOM O[] 3€MJII0 CTApUK HE YBUJEN HU OJHOTO
(bmaxkka roposa: H1 KpacHOTO, O3HAYAIOIIETO YTO TYT BEAYTCsl padOThI, HU KENTOTO — YTO B TElIepe
yxe Bc€ 100butH. Kazanoch, BOT OHO — yBakeHHE OT ropoja MOYTH Y Hero B PyKax, HO MpPavHbIi
BUJI 9TOTO MECTa BCe K€ HACTOpaXUBaJl cTaprka. HeMHOro pasmymas, crapell pa3BepHyIcs: U ObICT-
PbIM IIIATOM HAIPABHJICSI B CTOPOHY JIOAKH, TIO CBEKECPYOIEHHBIM BETKaM M ocTaTKaM TpaBbl. Cpeu
BCEro XJIama B IUIIOIKE OH OTKOIIAJI MaciIsAHyI0 Jamity. Henonan€ky ot Heé Halencs U KyCOK KpeMHs.
CrapuK B3IJISIHYJ Ha HEOO, TPUMEPHO OIIEHUB, CKOJIBKO €My eIl OCTAJIOCh JO TEMHOTBI: COJTHIIE He
JOLUIO elE U JI0 TOp, a 3HAYUT OH ycrneBal. BOT TOJBKO IOroga CTaHOBWJIACH BCE XYyKeE, IpE/Be-
1mast rpo3y. CTapuk NOgHANPATCs, CXBATHJI JIaMITy, KpeMeHb TOJIOKUII B KApMaH U Uy Tb JIM He Oerom
HalpaBWICS B CTOPOHY PACILIE/IVHBI.

[Momyn cumbHBIA BETep, TOUHO TOHSIIMI cTapyKa rpodb. Ho craper] He oOpaTiil Ha Hero BHU-
MaHus. OH Oexall, ¥ XpyCT BETOK TUXMM TPECKOM Pa3HOCHIICS TIO Beel okpyre. CTapuKy Ka3aioch,
YTO OH 3/1€Ch COBCEM OJIVH.

W Bot mepex HUM rnipeacTaio yienbe. CTapyk B3MaxHy I MHCTPYMEHTOM M CTajl pyOuTb JIO3y.
Betku noserenu Bo Bce CTOPOHBI, U U3 MEILEPbl JOHECCA YKacHbI cMpall. CJI0BHO COTHU MEPTBELIOB
MOKOWJIUCh TaM, U CTApUK MX NOTpeBOXMI. Korjga 3710BOHME YHECTIO BETPOM, U3 paclIeIMHbI 10Be-
IO XOJIOJOM, OKYTHIBAIOIIMM HE TOJIbKO TeJIo, HO M camy ayity. Crapuka Bcero nepeaepnyino. Mx
KapMaHa OH J0CTajl KpeMEeHb, OTKPbUI JIaMITy U JIETKUM YIapOM KeJIE3HOIO MHCTPYMEHTa O KaMEHb
3aker e€. CyHyB Opyaue 3a MosiC, CTApyK MPUTHYJICS U M0JIE3 BHU3.

Tyckiblii cBET ocBelayl y3KUil TYHHEJb, BeAylluid BHU3. Briepeau, B cBeTe OrHs JIaMITbl, B
r71a3a CTapuKy CBEPKHYJIM Kakue-To pyabl. CTapuK BBITAIIMI CBOM MHCTPYMEHT, paclpaBUJl OIHO
AYILKO, CMIeJIaB U3 HEero KMUPKY, ¥ CTall I0J0MTh KaMeHb. Koraa 4to-To 0TKOI0I0Ch U yIaio Ha 3eMITIO,
CTapUK MOJHSUT OJIECTSIINI OCKOJIOK PY/IBI U, YIAPUB UM O CBOM MHCTPYMEHT, TIO 3BOHKOMY, TUXOMY
Y TIPOTSKHOMY 3BYKY TOHSUI, UTO 3TO KeJie30. pacIUIbIBIIMCH B JOBOJBHOM Y/IBIOKE, OH JOCTAJ U3
KapMaHa HeOOJIBIIION MEIIOYeK U CYHYI KeJIe3HbIA CaMOPOJOK BHYTPb.

UYeMm rmyOxke Bella MIaxTa, TeM ykKe OHA CTaHOBWJIOCh. OOWIMe pa3IuYHBIX py[ Onectenud ot
MSATKOTo cBeTa jamrmbl. Cpean OOBIYHBIX, BCE TaKkKe IMOXOXKHMX Ha XkKeye30, OlecTesr U pa3HOIBET-
HbIE TIOJTYTTpO3pavyHble KaMHHU. Camble HeOOBIYHBIE — TEMHO-(PUOIETOBBIE, TOYTH YEPHBIE, C OTbIM
OCHOBaHMeM. Pacryniye u3 4€pHOro KaMHsl, OHU CUSJIM OT OTHSl, pa3jMBasiCh MO Y3KOMY IPOXOLY
KPacUBOU CUpeHeBOM peliéTkoi. Mo3arka KpUCTasuIoB clierka ocjenusia crapuka. [Ipurypus riiasa,
OH OTKOBBIPSJT HECKOJIBKO KaMHEH U TaK kK€ CyHY/I UX B CBOW MEILLOYEK.

N3 nHa neniepbl BHOBD MOBESUIO X0JI0A0M. Mypaliku MOKpbUIM MOPIIMHHUCTYIO KOKY CTapyKa.
[TpuiypuBIIMCh TPSAMO BO TbMY ITyOMHBI, CTapel] CropOujcs enié CHIIbHEe M OCTOPOKHO I0JIe3
nainblue. KaMHU cTaHOBMIIMCH TEMHEE U CMEHSUIM IPYT Apyra: CHayajla CBETJIO-Cepble, Kak Ha IIOBEpX-
HOCTH, TIOTOM TEMHBIE, & MEK/1y HUMU — COBCEM YEpHBIE, [IOKA BCE CTEHBI MELIEpbl BOBCE HE CTA/IN
CMOJISTHBIMU. YeM riryOske Jie3 CTapuK, TeM XOJIOAHEE U CTPAIlIHEe eMy CTAHOBMIIOCh. YTIIYOJIssCh BCE
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Aajbllie, CTAPUK CTaJl TIOJMEYaTh, YTO CTEHBI MEIIEePHI 3/1eCh MOKPBITH YeM-TO, TIOXOKMM Ha TIECEHb
— WIMEHHO OT He€ U BesI0 yKacHbIM cMpaaoM. Ho 3ToT 3amax He ObUT eMy 3HaKOM. «ITO He Tuie-
ceHb. Mosl JOMallIHsS TAXHET MO-APYroMy», — MEJIbKHYJIO B IrojioBe cTapuka. U nefcTBUTENbHO:
HECMOTPsI Ha TO, YTO JIOMa Y HEro uMmesach Oorarasi KOJUIEKIMs 3TUX I'PUOOB, 3arax 3mozo HaJIETa
He ObLT MOXOX HY HA 3eMJIMCTHIA, HU Ha 3aTXJIbIA UM CBIPOM apOMAaT MPUBBIYHON CTAPUKY ITOPOIBIL.
ITOT CKOpee HaBeBaJl OILYIIEHH S, 3aXBaTHIBAIOLIHE IYyITYy: CTPax, Oe3HAAEKHOCTD U TIAHUKY.

He nipexparnast BIsipIBaThCst C TEMHOTY, CTAPUK JOCTAJ CBOE cepeOpsIHOE KOJBIIO U, TIOTHPast
ero B pyKax, MpOAOJIKUJI CBOE Norpy:xeHue. Ilemepa craHoBuIach CKaIMCTOM U paclIMpsIach, a eé
MOTOJIOK yXOoAuJI BBepX. CTapily MpUXOAUIOCh OCTOPOKHO CIIPHIIMBATh C OIHOTO KaMHsI Ha JIPYTOM.
Korzaa crapyk croTkHyJICs, Y HETO HEHAPOKOM BhIPBaJIach Mapoyka OpaHbIX cioB. PyrarenscTBa pas-
JIETEJIUCh 9XOM BMECTE CO CTYKOM JIaMIIbl O KAMHH.

BHe3arHo MophIBEI XOJIOAHOTO BETpa, JOHOCUBINMECS U3 HeAp, CTUXJM. OcTascs JUIb TAHY-
IIUAICS TIO HU3Y CKBO3HSIK, KOTOPBIA MOPO3UIT He XyXke. «CJIOBHO KTO-TO JIBIIIIATh IepecTas», — Mpo-
MEJIbKHYJIO B TOJIoBe y cTapuka. OH OIIs/IesIcs Mo CTOPOHAM, OCBelasi BCE BOKPYT Jlamrion. Brpyr, ¢
CaMoro HU3a, I7e CIYCK MEepexXOonul B Y)KaCHO HU3KHUI, HO IMPOKUI KOPUIOP, MOCIBIIAIUCE IIIary.
Yro-To XJTI0MAIIO, IepeBaIMBasICh C HOTM HA HOTY, TSKEJO JIbIIa U CKpuIls KocTsamu. CTapuk ocTo-
POKHO, IOYTH Oe3 3ByKa IMOCTABUJI JJaMITy Ha KaMHU. [IpaBoil pyko# mprkast Oymke K cepiry cepeo-
PSIHOE KOJIBLIO, a JIEBOU BLETIMIICS B CBOM MHCTpYMeHT. OTKy/Ia-To U3-3a YIJIa pe3KO BHIBAIMIIACH PyKa.
Omna 6b1a Genasi, MPOHU3aHHAsI YEPHBIMH BEHAMU, BBHINTMPAIOIIMMU HapyxKy. Pyka cxBaruiach 3a ocT-
Ppblii KaMeHb, IPOAABIIMBAS €T0, OKA 3a0CTPEHHBIN Kpail He BbLJIe3 ¢ 0OpaTHOIN CTOPOHBI JIaJOHH.

Crapuk 3axmypui riaza. Ceptie ero mponmycTysio FPOMKUN yaap, pa3Hecso OT IPyau Mo Bcemy
TeJy BOJIHY XOJOOAIMX Mypariek. Ctaper CrOKOWHO JocuuTan A0 MATH. OCTOPOKHO OTKpbIBast
71233, OH HEPBHO BBIIOXHYJI. «Yero ToIbKO He MPUUYAUTCS B TEMHOTE OT CTpaxa», — IMPOrOBOPHII
crapyK BcayX. OH HEPBHO MOJIOKIJT MHCTPYMEHT Ha 3eMutio. M3-3a ma3yxu qoctai BepEBOUKY, OCTO-
POXHO TpOJiesT €€ B KOJBIIO U TOBECHJI TaJIUCMaH Ha Ielo. B3sB JlaMIly ¢ MHCTPYMEHTOM, CTapuK
MPOJOJIKUIT UITH TIO KOPUAOPY.

Ckasbl cTaHOBIIIMCH BCE OoJiee OCTPBIMH, TOYHO KOmbs. CTapuK MSTKO CIPBITHYJ Ha POB-
HYIO TIOBEPXHOCTh M OCTOPOXHO OCMOTpeJics 1o ctopoHaM. Cepaiie CTy4aso B yIlax, JblIaTh CTAJIO
TsKesi0. Heoxumanuo peskast 6onb mpoOuia noapedepbst crapuuka. lepxkach 3a rpyab, OH OCTO-
POXHO TpUCEJI, TIOCTABWII JIAMITY, a M3-TI0f] PyOaxu JOCTaNl CKJISIHKY, BCE 9TO BpeMsl BUCEBIIYIO Ha
KO’KaHOM Tosice. BrITaimums u3 cocyna mpoOKy, CTaprK OIMPOKUHYJI cofepkumoe cede B poT. OH cKop-
YHJICS OT OTBPAILIEHH I, HO BBIIOXHYJI C HEKOTOPBHIM oOsierdyeHreM. CTapuk emme HEeMHOTO TOCH/IEN TaK,
CMOTPsI B IIOJT ¥ AEPKACH 32 JIEBYIO CTOPOHY T'PyAU. A Korja 00Jib B cepilie MOCTENeHHO CTala OTITyC-
KaTb, CTapel] NOTHSUI IJ1a3a M CTaJl OCMaTpUBAThCs IOBHUMaTebHee. M BApYyT B MaJIeHBKOM ITPOXO[IE,
OYKBaJIBHO B METP BBICOTOH W MOJIMETpa B IIMPUHY, CTAPHK 3aMETUJ e[Ba MPOOUBAIOIINIACS CBET.
CaeyeHue ObUTO MATKHM, HEKHO-TOTyO0ro 1Beta. CTapuk MPUBCTA, TIOIXBATHII JIAMITY ¥ OBICTPBIM
I11aroM HampaBWICS B Ty CTOpOHY. ITogoiis K Mpoxoay, OH BBIIOXHYI, BTSIHYJ JKUBOT U TIOJIE3.

[Iponesas BAasb, CTAPUK MOHSUI, YTO CBET STOT M3TydaId MajeHbkue rpuodsl. [Ipu cBete ero
JIaMTIIbl, OHU TIEPECTaBaIM CBETUTCS, U CTapel] CMOT Pa3ryIsieTh, KAKMMHU KPUCTAJIBHO OeJIbIMU, KaK
JIEIeCTKU pOMalIKu, oHu ObuH. Llenblie, He HaJKyIIeHHbIe, He CJIOMAaHHbIE HA BETPOM, HU KaKUM-
60 kuBOTHBIM. [0 NHITy cTapuKka pacnonsnach yablOKa, MoaHast BocXuieHust. OH TO IPOTUCKHUBA
JamIty Omvke K rpudaM, To otaasis e€. CHavasia cBeueHre rpuOOYKOB, a 3aTe€M M JIAMITbI, CJIOBHO B
3epKaJie, OTPaXasloch B IM1a3ax crapia. OH B3MISHYI Ha JIaMITy U, YBUJEB, YTO Macja B Hel OCTaJIOCh
COBCEM He MHOTO, MIOAHATPSTCS ¥ IPOAOIKIII JIE3Th AAJIbIIIe.

HeoxuaanHo paspancs npuniyll€éHHbld Kanaomuyi 3ByK. Crapuk Hactopoxkwics. HakoHen
TOHHEJIb 3aKOHUYWJICS U TIpe]] HUM OTKpbUIach OorpomHas memiepa. Crapel] BIIOXHY B TOCTIEAHUI
Pa3 ¥ pe3KMM PbIBKOM BbLJIE3 U3 Y3KOTO KOPUAOPYMKA, 0OOPBAB INTAHUHY O 320CTPEHHBIN KAMEHb.

— Trdy! Kamenioka-6anamorika! — rpy0o 1 3BOHKO ITpou3HEC cTapuk. Ero ciioBa pasHeciuch
THXHMM, HO YBEPEHHBIM 9XOM T10 BCeH Melepe.
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Crapuk HEpBHO CIVIOTHYJI U MPOAOLKUI OCTOPOKHO OCMaTpUBATLCSI BOKPYT, OCBELIas CTEHbI
MpayHOro 3ajia TYCKJIBIM CBETOM JiaMIibl. Kanaromuii 3ByK pa3jajicsi BHOBb, YK€ COBCEM PsJIOM CO
crapukoM. ToT pe3ko 0OepHyIICs U YBHIET MPSIMO BO3JIE CBOUX HOT OOJIBIIIOE 03€PO, TIOKPHITOE PSObIO
OT yMaBIlel Karu. «BoT cTapblil, 4yTh HE CBATIMJICS», — MPOrOBOPUII PO cebst crapuk. CTapuiok
OCTOPOKHO ITPUCEIT PSIIOM C BOJIOM, BIOXHYJI IIOJIHOM I'PYbI0 M IIOUYBCTBOBAJI HEKHBIN 3ar1ax MOp-
ckoil Bofibl. Crierka yabIOHYJICS M OKYHYJT PYKY B 03€pIIO.

EnBa ero masblipl KOCHY/IMCh BOMIBI, KaK Ta BCIBIXHYJIA SIPKO-CHHUM CBETOM, U psiOb pa3Heciia
3TO cUsIHME TI0 Bcell nmoBepxHOcTH. CTapuk onépHy pyKy. CoOpaBIIHCh C MBICIISIMU, OH CHOBA OKY-
HYJI TAJTBLIBI B BOILY, ¥ IOBEPXHOCTh 03€pa BHOBb CTaJla CBETUTCS SIPKO-TOITYyObIM MEPLIAHUEM, CJIOBHO
BOJIa HAIOJIHWJIACh COTHSIMU CBETVISTYKOB. CTapyK 3a4epIHy/I HEMHOTO XOJIOZIHOW BOJbI U MOHEC €€
K COIIYPEHHBIM IJIa3aM: B BOJE IUIABAJIM MUKPOCKOIMMYECKUE PHIOEIIKY, MOX0kKe Ha Meay3. OHM
aKTMBHO JIEPrajli CBOMMH KPOILIEYHBIMHU JIAIIKAaMH M UCITYCKaJIM TO CaMO€ MPUSATHOE JIa3ypHOE CBe-
YeHue.

Crapuk pactékcst B yabiOke 10 ymieid. OH BBUTHII OCTaTKM OOpaTHO B 03€pIio, U €/1Ba BOAa
KOCHYJIaCbhb IMOBEPXHOCTH, KaK BCE T€ KPOXOTHBIC pr6KI/I Mpuuik B IBMKECHUE — OHU 3aMETAJINCD,
3aCBCPKAJIM U, YXOIA BFHY6B, BCIIBIXHYJIX APKUM, KUBBIM CBCTOM. OT cBeTa 3TUX HEOOBIYHBIX KUTE-
Jiel TIOA3EMHBIX BOJI OCBETUJICS Bech 3aj1. [IpuiypuB rmia3a, cTapuk OCTOPOKHO IIPUBCTA U OIJIS-
aescs 1o cropoHaM. o notosky neueps! pa3pacTairch OrPOMHBIE 3apOC/IN KaKOro-To Mxa C Ipo-
OeckaMu BCE TeX ke rpuOOB, YTO BCTPEUATUCH CTapIly paHee M KAKMX-TO SITO.

HGO)KI/IIIE].HHO C JAJIbHETO KOHIA NEMCPHI MOCIBIIIAINCH XJIIOMAIOIKUE 3BYKU. BOI[HLI@ JKUJIbLIbI
IMOTUXOHBKY IEPECTAIN U3J1y4aThb CBOE cBeueHre. MectaMM Ha CTeHax HauMHaJIN MEpLarb FpI/I60‘{KI/I.
VnpiOka cnonsna ¢ juna crapuka. CTpax MeAJIeHHO, HO YBEPEHHO HATOMHUI ero cepaie. B ogHo
MTHOBEHHE CTapel] 3aMeTHII, YTO TPUObI CTATM U3Ty4YaTh CBET B KAKOW-TO OIPe/IeNIEHHON MOCIeJoBa-
TEJILHOCTH, CJIOBHO TaHELl IMYEN, BEAYLIUI YTO-TO UM KOTO-TO NMPSMO K HeMy. XJIIONAoIIre 3BYKU
CTAHOBUJIUCH BCE rpoMYe, MPUOIMKASICh K CTAPHKY.

Crapell KpyXKWICsl HA MeCTe, JIMXOPaJ0uHO 03apsisi BCE BOKpYr ceds sammoi. Ho Hukoro u
Huvero He ObuTo BUIHO. HakoHenr 3Byku 3atuxim. Crapuk 3amep. Ero pyka, cxumarnormasi pyduky
Jam1bl, ObUTa TIOMHSTAa BBEPX, a BTOpast Jiepkayach 3a cepate. Tskénoe OpIxaHue u cepaledueHue
crapua 1ymeno y Hero B ymax. [To Horam nonons xoson. TOIHOTBOPHBIN 3amax yAapuil CTapUKy
B HOC. 3a CIIMHOM MOCJIBIIIAJCS Xpuil, CJIOBHO I/ICXO,ZLHIIII/Iﬁ u3 HéFKI/IX, HAIIOJIHEHHBIX XHWIKOCTBIO.
Paznancs ckpun u Tpeck Kocteid. Emé 6onee oMep3uTenbHbIN cMpaj yIapul CTapuKy B HOC. BHOBb
paszascs TSKENBIA BIIOX B COITPOBOK/IEHUM Y KAaCHOTO XPpUIIa, BhI3bIBaoIero mypauku. [lo cnune
crapiia mpoOesxall XOJIOAHBIN BETEPOK.

— Emy HyXkHa efia, — Tpo3BydYasIo 3a cTapukoM. ['0J0c ObIJT HEBEPOSTHO HU3KHUM, YKaCHO
XPHILIBIM, ¥ 3ByYall TIIyX0, CJIOBHO U3 OOUKH.

CHoBa pazfajics yacalollui XpycT U CKpun Kocteil. Kpaem mia3za crapuk yBUJesN YKacHbIe
yépHble Kortu. OH pe3Ko BeIOXHYI. Teso nepecrano ero ciaymarbes. [anbiel ocnabmu. Pyka one-
MeJia ¥ cama pasxkala jgamiy. Horu camu co6oii moHecu crapiia B cropony. Illest camoBosibHO moBep-
HyJIa TOJIOBY, a KOpITyCc — cjieioM. Jlamma ¢ rpoxoTom pa3ouiack 0 KaMeHHYI0 OBepXHOCTh. [llym
pasHEccs 1o merepe 3XoM. Macio pa3OpbI3rajioch B CTOPOHBI U 3arOpesioch.

OrHeHHas cTeHa BO3HUKJIA MCKIAY HCUUCTBIO U CTAPUKOM. CYHIGCTBO JINIIIb U30aJ10 TH)KéJIbIﬁ,
MPOTSDKHBIN XPHII, C/IeNIaB Napy miaroB Hazaa. CTapuk CMOT YBUIETh €r0 HOTY B CBETE OTHsI: OOTSHY-
THIA CCpOfI KOJKEU CKEJIET C YKaCHbIMU, TIEPEIIOMAHHBIMU MAJIbLHAMU U AJTMHHBIMU ‘léprIMI/I KOI'TAMMU.
HpixaHue crapuka npepbiBasiock. Cepaue kojnotuiock. He oTpeiBas B3Misija OT HOTY CYILECTBA, CTa-
PUK CTaJl ME/IJIEHHO CTYNaTh B CTOPOHY Y3KOro mpoxopa. OH crenai 1Ba ObICTPBIX HETIONMHBIX BIOXA
1, BCKPUKHYB, ObICTPO pBaHyI B KOpuAop. CTapyK TsKEJIO ABIIIAN, YAAPUIICS IJIEYOM O CTEHBI U CTa
HEOCTOPOKHO MPOTHCKUBATHLCS, MOMYTHO KprUda BO BCE ropso. OH OUIICS O XOIOAHBIE TIOBEPXHOCTH
Tetiephl, JIoMaJl rpuObl, pacTylye Ha HUX. Pykamu oTtasikuBai ce0si OT CTeH, ObICTPO nepedupat
Horamu. Ctapuk cOmi cede Bce MO30JIM B KPOBb, TIOKA C TPOXOTOM HE BHITIAJT M3 KOPUAOPA.
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Hacrynuna tummaa. Crapert jiexan Ha XoJoqHbIX KamHsix. Ceprie 6e3yMHO 00J1es1o U KOJIOTH-
nock. HakoHel1, oH npuBCTasl Ha KoJleHU. MOpO3HBbIi BETEPOK TAHYJICS 1O 1osty. He citpliiHo HUYero,
KpOMe IllyMa BeTpa U FPOMKUX yIapoB cepaua crapuka. Craper] HepBHO Iiisiiel 1o croponam. Ocro-
POKHO TMOJAHSBILMCH HA HOTH, OH, HE M3/laBasl HU 3ByKa, HAIPAaBWICS B CTOPOHY MOJbEMA HaBEPX.
OpueHTHPOBaThCS €My TMOMOTAIM KaMHM Ha MOy — 4YeM OJIMKe K MOABEMY, TeM BBIIIE U OCTpee
OHU CTAHOBWJIUCb.

Crapuk maraia B KpOMEITHON ThMe, IMBITasiCh YTO-TO HaIIyNaTh repes codooil. MHOTO OH He
MIPOILIEN, KaK TYT e CIIOTKHYJICA U yHajl. Yap CTaJIbHOTO MHCTPYMEHTa O KaMHH [TOBTOPHJICS HEO-
HOKpaTHbIM 3XoM. CTapuK 3amMep, 3aKpbUl I71a3a, HE JbIA. DTOT XJIOMNAIIMN 3BYK 11aroB BHOBb
3a3By4aJl I7Ie-TO B JaJIbHEM KOHLIE 3aJ1a.

Crapen OTKpbUI I71a3a. B35 ”HCTpYMEHT B pyKy M IIpY:Kas ero K rpyau. OH NpogoJiKuI OJI3TH
K MOJbEMY Ha yeTBepeHbKax. HakoHell crapuk cMor Halllynarb XOTh U OYEHb MaJIeHbKHE, HO BCE ke
ocTpble KaMHH. Beixoz 01113k0. BOT TOJIBKO 3BYK IIAroB TOXe cTaHOBMIICS Be€ Onmke. [ToMumo ofgHo-
00Opa3HOro XJIIOMAHbs B IIarax CTaj pa3indaTbCs U XpYyCT KOocTel. B BApyr, B OAHO MIHOBEHHUE BCe
3BYKH Mpekparminck. Ctapuk nepectan apiiath. Cepriie 3a0MI0ch TUXO, CJIOBHO OOSIIOCH LITyMETb.
Bertep nepecran HocUTbCs 110 TEMHBIM KopuiopaM. CJIOBHO BeCh MUP MPEKPATUIT CBOE CYIIIECTBOBA-
Hue. CTapuk 3aMep U COBCEM MepecTall EBEJIUIICS.

3BYK MEJIEHHO OTKPBIBAIOIIETOCS PTa CONPOBOXKJAJICS JIUIKUM, BI3KUM LIyMOM, CJIOBHO BO3-
AyX MPOXOJWJI Yepe3 BIIaKHYIO cpeay. TEnblii BBIAOX MOrHaI MO JIMILY cTapyKa Mypaiiku. OMep3u-
TEJIbHBIN 3alax U3 NacTy TBAPU 3aCTaBUII IJIa3a CTaplia CJAE3UTHCS, a MBI COAPOraThCs OT CTpaxa.
Pyka HecuacTHOro 006XBaTmiia MHCTPYMEHT Mok perrde. [1o qpsixiioii koxke mpoHecaach qpoxsb. Cyie-
CTBO 3JIOCTHO, HAMPSIKEHHO, CO CKPEKETOM 3yOOB 3aphlvajio.

KpoBb xsbiHyna o sxunam. CTapuk 3aMaxHysIcs U1 HAHEC CBOMM MHCTPYMEHTOM TBApU CUJIb-
HbIA ynap. Octpas yacTh Opyausi BOH3WIACH B TUIOTh MOHCTpA. CyIlIECTBO HEECTECTBEHHO 3aCKY/IUJIO
Y PBaHyJIO ¢ MecTa. VIHCTpyMEHT, OCTaBILMICS B TBapH, CTaJl pa3pbiBaTh IJIOTh co3gaHus. CTapuk
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, Kak OCTpPbIE UIJIbI C OTPOMHOI0 TeJja CYLIECTBA OCTOPOKHO MPOIUIUCH 10 €r0 KOXKE.
WHcTpyMeHT BbIen U3 rpyOoro MaccuBHOro tena. He Tepsist HM CeKyHIIbI, CTApUK MOOEKal BBEPX.
[o3agu ceds1 OH CIIbIIANT JEMOHUYECKUI PEB, TOMOT OIPOMHBIX Jiarl. MeTaJuIM4ecKUil MHCTPYMEHT
owicst o kamHK. CTapuKy Ka3ajioch, YTO TO CYLIECTBO FTOHUTCA 32 HUM. OT 3TOro OH repectan oopa-
1aTh BHUMaHKe Ha JI0oe CBOE majieHue, Ha O0Jb OT yAapoB 00 OCTpble CKaJIbl. «PaHO MHE BUIETHCS
C JIETbMH. .. PAHO. ..» — IIPOrOBAPHBAJI TIPO CeOsI CTAPHK.

Brixon u3 ymienbs ObL1 yke coBceM 0i3K0. CoNMHEUHbIH CBET, MPOOUBAIOIIUIACS CKBO3b T'YCTYIO
XBOIO, OCJIenu ctapuka. B ero ymax ero 3amrymeno. Jpimath crano eme Tpyanee. Kaxapiii ynap
cepara — KyTKasi 00Jb, CKOBBIBAIONIAs ABMKEeHUs. HakoHell, ocTpble KaMHHU, CTUPAIONINE JIAJOHU
crapua B KpoBb, CMEHWIA cyxas TpaBa. Pyku ynanu B menen u conomy. JIMIo KOCHYJIOCH 3eMIIH.
CrapuK BbUIe3 U3 yIIesbs N0 Ipyab. [logTankuBas ce0s HOraMu, OH BBITION3 HA CBET M CBEPHYJICS
kaymaunkoM. ['onoBa rygena. B mazax Bc€ 1uiblio. X0noAHbINA BETEpP MOAYJ B CTOPOHY MOPs, YHOCS
3a co0OOi1 JIUCTBY.

HeoxunganHo u3 yimenbs goHéccs menot. CIoB ObLI0 He pa3o0paTh, U JIMIIIb TOCIEAHUE TTPO-
3Byuasi 4€tko: «EMy HyxkHa ena». BrienqHas pyka notsHynack u3 Mpaka. Ensa crapuk 6onee win
MeHee TIpUIIEN B ceOsl, XOJMOIHBIN MOT MPOCTYNUJI Ha JIOy, U CTapla 0 JPOXU MPOOUIIO OIIyIIe-
HUE, 4TO KTO-TO TSAHET ero Ha3aja. CTapuk Hayaja CONPOTUBIIATHCS, LEIUIATbCS PyKaMH 3a BCE, UTO
TOJIKO MOKHO, TIOKA HAKOHEIl OH He BBIPBAJICS U3 MEPTBOW XBaTKM cyilecTBa. OOepHYBIINCH, OH
YBUJIEIN Ha 3eMJie [Ba OeJIeUIINX OTOPBAHHBIX Najibla. OHU TYT ke CTaIH TIIETh ¥ OBICTPO pa3fiaraThCs
Ha conHile. Pyka, ocraBimiasicst BO Mpake, JIMIIb c1erka oOyIJIniach OT CBETa U 3aJijIa KAMEHHUCTYIO
3eMJTI0 YEPHOI, KaK HOUHOE He0O, JKUKOM.

Crapuk BckpukHyi1. [TonmMuHasi mog co6o# cosomy, OH ObICTPO IBUHYJICS BITyOb ocTpoBa. [Tof-
HSIBIIMCh HAKOHEI] C YeTBEPEHEK, CTAPUK I'POMKO 3aKkpuyai. OH O6exas 1 BOINHUI BO BCE TOpJIo.

Bexan u kpuyas, 6exan u Kpuya. . .
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keksk

B 310 )¢ Bpemsi Apuu ctosin Ha ipuctanu. OH ObUT TaM ke, TJie U MHOTO JIET Ha3a — CYacT-
JUBBIHA, ¢ oTHOM. C rpyCTHBIM BUJIOM ApuM CMOTpeJ1 Ha pa3BuBalomuiics ¢uar. Heronanéky, B cBoeit
OylKe cuiesl CTOPOX MPUCTaHU. YBUIEB Apuu, OH C TIPOCBETIIEN B JIMIIE, OTBOPUJ KAJIMTKY Ha pika-
BBIX TIETJISIX U, IPUXBATHUB C COOOM PSIOM CTOSIIYIO TPOCTh, IOXPOMAJI B CTOPOHY ApPYH.

— UynHblii JeHEK, He TTpaBa Jiu? — MPO3BYYasIo CKBO3b IITYM YIapoB O OGeper BOJH.

Apun v 0OepHYJCS B CTOPOHY CTOPOXa M NMPUBETIMBO YABIOHYJICS eMy. OH HUYEero He
OTBETWJI, Be[Jb CTOPOX ObLI TIOYTH IIyX U TOJKOM HUYEro He CIblIal. Ap4d OTOIIEN OT Nepui U
HAITPaBUIICS K CTAPHKY, BbIIABIMBAs U3 ceOsl yIIBIOKY.

— 3napasctByi, Hans IIxek, — 4yTb-JId HE KpU4a MPOroBOPUI ApUu U MPOTSHYI CTOPOKY
JIaJJOHb.

— 3papaBcTBYid, ApuM, — CTapuK IIUPOKO YJIBIOHYJICS, BO BCE CBOM YeThipe 3yOa, MOKas
JaioHb Apuu IByMsI pyKaMu, a 3aTeM CJIerka MpUOOHsLT MapHs.

— Mops criokoiiHOe cerofHsi, mpapjaa? — Hayaja pa3roBop Apyu.

— Ox, nmpumén Ol THI YyTh MOpaHbIIIe — YBHUIET Obl BOUCTUHY CHIOKOMHOe Mope! [ankoe,
KaK TeJio JIOOMMOU JeBYIIIKUA, — XUXUKasl, MPou3HEC Jxkek.

— Bcé y Bac, a4, 00 omHOM.

Apur BHOBb CJieJ1aj napy IaroB K rnepuiam, 1 oOJMoKoTHICS Ha HUX. dsas [IkeK ocTOpokKHO
nofomien K napHio. OJHON PyKOW OH TOXke B3SLJICS 3a MEPUTy, a BTOPO ONEPCs O TPOCTb.

— [ropm BHYTpU TeOsi, HE Tak-JIM? — OYEHb THXO, HECBOMCTBEHHO ISl ceOsl, CIIPOCHIT Y
Apun JIxek.

— Bort y Bac ouens Tspkénas padota, dsaap xek? Bol kuBETE BO3/IE MOpsI, B 3TOM TECHOW U
aymon Oynke. BuuMatensHO ocMaTprBaeTe ropu3oHT. Kazanoch Obl, 3314 HEMHOTO, HO OHU OY€Hb
BakKHBIE, BEIb TaK?

— [Ha, crioputhb He Oyny — AenaTh Hevero TyT. Ho u oTBeTCTBEHHOCTh OueHb Oonbinasi. Bapyr
nUpaThl — s AEPraio BepEBOYKY U Y BaC B TOPOJE 3BEHUT KOJIOKOJ. A €ClIi TOProBell, TO MO0 eMy
M0Oe3HbIN 3HaK (PIIaKOUKAMHM, Xe-Xe.

— A BOT BBl IOMHHUTE, KOTJIa K HAM B TOCJIEAHUI pa3 MPUILIBIBATNA MHUPATHl UM TOPTOBbIE
cyaHa? Yike Bce JaBHO MOHSUIM, — YTO MIMPATHI, YTO APYTUe CTPaHbl, — y HAC HUYETO HeT.

CrapuK XOTeJ 4TO-TO CKa3aTh U yXke ObLIIO OTKPBLT POT, HO Cpa3y ke Mepeaymal, Beab Apun
ObLT TIPaB.

— Bort 51 Bc€-Taku, XOTh U MHOTO OTIBIXal0, HO HUUYTh He Oecriosie3eH. $1 coznaio OOMbIIyIo
YacTh Maclia, KOTOpoe UCNoNb3yeT Bech Oio. A TakKe ¥ phlOaYuTh MOTY, U BOJIOPOCIIN COOUPATh, 1
3a KaOaHYMKaMHM MTPUCMATPHBAIO, TIOKA 51 HAXOXKYCh Ha 30JI0TOM OCTpoBe. f ke He MpocTo Oe3/1elb-
Huk! S BoBce He Oe3ebHUK !

— Kaxercs s1 moHsi1, — movecas 3aTbUIOK, ckazan xek. — Orerll nonpekars Hauan?

— 4 xouy emy nokaszarb, — 3amMaxaj pyKamu Apud, — 4TO S BCE 9TO BpEMs Ha OCTPOBE
paboTaio, a He cuXKy, Kak fqoma! [ 3a 3T TpU-deThipe JHSA MOTY OTpadoTaTh OOJbIIE, YeM KTO JIM0OO!
Yero CToAT TOJIBKO BOCEMb OOYEK, MOJIHBIX BOJOPOCTIEH, TPH SIIIMKA OTPOMHBIX IIEJIEHIaCOB M BCE
CeMEYKH, UTO s ycres nepepadoTath B Macio! f naxe ¢ qByMs kKabaHIMKaMHU ycries pazooparbes! A
oTell... — Apur MaxHyJ pykoi. OH pactékcs B oouae. CKyJbl CBEJIO, BEKH 3aJEPrajivich.

— He moiiMu MeHsT HeNTPaBUJIBHO, HO TBOM OTell Xo4eT TeOe Bcero Jydiiero. Kak MuHUMYM,
YTOOBI TH HE YHACJIEOBAJT CyIb0Yy CBOETO JIpyTa.

— Yo6uBath Dpuca ObIJIO CITUIIKOM HEeCITPaBEJIMBO, — 3JIOCTHO, C OOMIOM T'0OJIOCE IIPOTOBOPHIT
Apun.

— Ho, kak He nomisim — OH OTHSJI KM3Hb yesioBeka. He Bpara, a copoanya, — s Ha
MOpe NporoBopuit JIxek.
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— Apec ObLT YesToBeKOM Oe3 YecTu U coBecTH. To, 4To y Hero He ObLJIO pOIUTENIEH, He JaBajio
eMy IIpaBa Ha HecoOoieHre Tpaauiuii 1 Bepbl! OH He NOJKeH ObLT J1Ie3Th K DJn3e, — pa3IpakeHHO
cKazasl Apum, Kpemue cXumasi epuity pyKamu.

— Hanomuu-ka crapuky, Kak aeso 0buio? — JkeK B3IVISHY MapHIO MPsIMO B I71a3a.

— Apec MoxeT ObITh 1 T0OWT D3y, HO oHa ero Het! EE€ poautenu tem Ooree He aBaiu
cornacus. A OH Jie3 K Hell Bcerga. U B TOT IeHb Apec MaJio TOro, 4to OOHSII, TaK eIle M MOIeIoBal
Onu3y. Dpuc He cTepren ocKopOleHre cecTpbl U ceMbH. [1031HO BeuepoM OH CTaIIWI OTIIOBCKHIA
KWHXKaJT ¥ BbI3BaJI Apeca Ha OOil.

Apur IOBEpHYJICS CIIMHOM K MOPIO M 3aKpPbUI IJ1a3a.

— Emy naxe He maym maHca, He TO3BOJIMIIM MCKYIIAaThCsl B 03epe, — MpodopMoTai cede mox
HOC Apunu.

— Ero oren ¢ HuM ObUT Yepecuyp CypoB, — MpPOKpsixTes [[keK, TOBOPaYMBasiCh TaK ke, Kak
1 Apun. — [103BONMTH OCTAaBHUTH Ha POy BOEBOJ KJIEWMO yOUMI] OH HE CMOT, TaK e, KaKk U yOUTh
COOCTBEHHOTO ChIHA. YK€ HOUBIO, 5 JIMYHO BUIEN, EMY JaTd OpPEeBHO B KAUeCTBE TUIOTA, U IOCKY —
Kak Becsio. OTell myCcTHJI ero B TUIaBaHue.

Apuu JOIro MoT4all.

— Cuurail youim, mpocTo He cpasy.

— Bor u TBO# OTelr XoueT, YTOOBI ThI HAITIEN /IO, KOTOpOoe 3aKauuT Teds. Benb Thl ¢ Dpricom,
KaK IJ1a3a — pas3/inuve y HUX CTOPOHBI Ha TeJie, 4 y Bac ceMbH. .. KOHEYHO, KTO-TO MOXKET U He TIOHSITh
MOUX CJIOB, HO CYTb Be[lb sICHA, HE TaK-7n?

Apur BbIIABUJI JIETKYIO YIBIOKY. B rojioBe 3aKpyTUIMCh CYACT/IMBBIE BOCIIOMUHAHUS U3 JIET-
CTBa.

— A mepes OTIIOM, €CJM Thl €ro 00ueN, HaJ0 U3BUHUTHLCS, — CKa3asl [IKeK MoKaiuiBasl.

VapiOka cnonzna ¢ muia Apun. OH JIocTal U3 KapMaHa cepeOpsiHOe KOJIbIIO, TIONAPEHHOe eMy
oTIOM. BrisipiBasich B Hero, Apuu CJIOBHO 3aHOBO YBU/IEN POAUTEINIEH: JIUIIO MaTepH, MOJTHOE OTBpa-
IIEHNs], ¥ OTIIa — IHEBJIMBOE M HETIOHUMAIOIIIee.

— Ecnm rpemmiib Tak He B IEPBBIA pa3, TO AOJDKHBI TPOCTUTh, — MO-100poMy ckazau J[xek
Y TIoXJIonaj Apud Io 1ieyy.

— I'pex... — npoOyoHMN cede nog Hoc Apun. — Isaap [Ixek, y moOoro KOH(IMKTa eCTh
TOYKA HEBO3BpaTa. A rpexy BEYHO HE MOIYUYUTCS] CMBIBATh B O3€peE. ..

[Mapens 3amomuai. Jxkek HUYEro Oojbliie He TOBOPUJI. TOJBKO IIyM 3aKaHYMBAIOLIUX CBOW
MyTh BOJIH ¥ peJIKME TSIKETbIEe B3AOXHM 000OMX HAPYLIAIH Ty OE3MOJIBHYIO TUIIMHY. ApUYl MeIEHHO
BEpTEJT KOJIBLIO ME3K MaIbIIEB, OCTOPOKHO MOTJIaXKUBasl PUCYHKH U HA/ITUCH HA HEM.

Brpyr u3 rimyOuHBI J1eca MOCBIIIAJICS UCTOIIHBIN KPHK. [ITHIIB 3aKpruvaiiy, 3aXJI0Maad Kpbl-
JIbSIMU Y TIOJAHSUTUCH B BbICh. KpHK MOBTOpMIICSA. ApUM HATSHYJ KOJBLO Ha MaJel] U CKajl KyJaKH.
JIKeK MEeTHYJ B3I B CTOPOHY, OTKY/Ia JIOHOCHJIMCH BOIUTH, HO YBU/IEJ JIUIIIb HAaJBUTAIOIIUECS W3-
3a OCTPOBa IPO30BbIE OONAKA.

— Kpuku cpenp 6ena qHs, rpo3oBble Tyuu ¢ TyMaHHOUM raBaHu. .. Hudero xopoiero Mo:xHO
HE XJIaTh, — 00ECIIOKOEHO IMOKavaJl TojioBoi cropok. — Crymai, Apum, B ropo. 3a MeHs He Tiepe-
KHBall — APpPOH 3alUTUT!

Apur cHOBa BbIIaBIJI M3 ce0s yIIBIOKY, pOOKO NOKaul pyKy [[keKy 1 ObICTpBIMH IIaraMu Harpa-
BWJICSL B TOPOII. VICTOIITHBIE BOTUIM HE CMOJIKAJIM, U YeM OJIike K TOpofy, TeM I'pOMYe OHU CTAHOBH-
JMCch. Y BOPOT cobpasiack Besl cTpaka. KONMeHIyKY 3aKpblT TIPOXOJT IIUTAMH U KOTIbSIMH, 1103311
BCTaJI MEYHUKH, HABOCTPHBIIIKE OCTPUsI CBOMX Meuel BBepX. JIyUHHKH Ha CTEHaX CTOSLTM HArOTOBE.
Boesona Bcrain co crpenkamu. Kpuku npuommsuimck K ropoay BIUIOTHYI0. Ha Tpore nokasasncs Apun
— ¥ TyYHUKH TYT K€ B3sUTH €ro Ha MpUIe.

— Apun! — 3akpuyan BoeBoga. — Hu mary, He cmeit meBenutbest! Ecim uto — Gern!

Kpuku npekparmmice. M3 neca cranu JOHOCUTBCS TPOMKHE IOPOXH. Pe3ko, o XpycT BETOK,
U3 Jieca BiMaj Oneansiil crapuk. OH ObUT BECh B MbUIH, BCIIOTEBIIUI U TTEPEyTaHHBIH.
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I'maga 3. [ToGer

Crapuk ynan Ha KOJIEHH, BETKU CXJIOIHYJIMCh 32 CIIMHOW. ApYM, CJIOBHO MOJIHHUSI, PBaHyJ K
CTapUKYy.

— Apun, He Oeru, — 3aKpryal BOEBOJIA, HAMPABJIASCH K JIECTHUIIE.

Apun He nocnyman. OH nogdexan K cTapuky. OCTOPOKHO B3$IB €ro 3a PyKH, NMapeHb MOMOT
cTaplly BcTaTb Ha HOrM. BoeBosia ¢ HECKOIbKMMY MEYHUKAMU IMPOCKOYWIIM CKBO3b LUTHI M HAIlpa-
BUJIMCh K HUM. ApUM B3sUJI CTApHKa IO7 PyKY, HO TOT HE CMOT YCTOSITh HAa HOTaX 1 CHOBA CTaJl N1a/1aTh.
[TapeH» BHOBDB MOMBITAJICS TIOCTABUTH CTaplia HA HOTH, HO Oe3 YCIENIHO. PUM COMKHYJI PyKU BOKPYT
IpyaM CTapuKa, TUIOTHO MPYKal ero K cebe M MoTanmi B CTOpoHy conjgar. OH 4yBCTBOBA, Kak
CUJIBHO KOJIOTUTCS CEPALIE CTApUUKa, €ro TSKEJIOe AbIXaHUE U XOJION TeJa.

BoeBopa 3ameyiu mar. MeuHrKY mogoeskaii K Apuu ¥ CTApUKY, B3sUTH HEMOIITHOTO MOJ PyKH
Y TIOBOJIOKJIM B CTOPOHY BOPOT. BoeBoga nogomeén k Apuu:

— T xpaOpwiii, ciopy HeT. Ho mymath Toxe He 3a0biBaii! — BoeBoga cTUCHY 3yObl ¥ HAKJIO-
HWICS K JIMIy ApUd COBCeM ONM3KO: — A eciM 3a HUM 4TO-TO rHanock? U T1ebds, U ero mMoram
COXpaTh!

— Hsns Jlotap, Kak OKa3blBa€T IPAKTUKA — 51 HUKOMY He HyxeH. Hu TBapsM, HU Bam BceMm!
— Apuu pacTékcsi B HAJMEHHOM yIbIOKe.

BoeBona ckpuBmI JULIO0. 3BEHs KOJIBUYTOM, OH PE3KO Pa3BEPHYJICS U MOCIEJOBAT 32 MEYHU-
KaMHU.

Koneimuku pa3aBuHynu mutsl. B ropon 3aBosokM ctapuka, ciaeaom 3auuu Jlortap u Apun.
Crapua ycaguiu Ha ckameliky. BoeBoja rpoMKUM 1 3BOHKHMM IoJ10caM MpHUKa3al 3aKpbITh BOPOTA.
Bounpl 3amymenu, 3ameBennnck. [lapa MrHOBEHUI — U BOPOTA 3aXJIONHYJIUCh.

Bokpyr crapuka cramm coduparbces moad. EMy mogqHocuim Body B KyKcax, BlIakKHbIE, TPOXJIa/I-
HBIE JIbHSIHBIE TIONToTeHIIa. CTapyuk He MPOU3HOCKI HU cJioBa. JloTap momomén Kk Hemy Onvxke, mpH-
KJIOHWJT KoJieHO. TTonoxun pyKy, o0ma4€HHy0 B TSKETYIO KOJBUYTY, HA IJIEYO CTapuKa, U rpyodo, C
MpayHble BUJOM, IIPOU3HEC:

— CrnokoiiHo, ctapuk. Ckaxwu, 9to Tedst TaM JOroHsui0? Yto 310 661107

— Tam mpak! Tam cmepTh xuBET! OTTyIa BCE 37I0BOHUE UCXOMUT. TO MECTO — OOHTENb UX.. ..
1 Bac yBepsiio, IOBEpbTE MHE, XOTh pa3, — rOJIOC, HAIIOJIHEHHBIN CTPaxoM, IPOXKaJl.

BoeBona cHs Tyrylo KOJbUYKHYIO NEpYaTKy M MPOTSAHYJ €€ CTapuKy B 3HaK joBepus. Cra-
PelLl OCTOPOKHO B3sU1 €€ 3a HalaJIoK, C HEKOTOPOM HaCTOPOKEHHOCTHIO B3MJIsIHYI B I71a3a Jlotapa, HO
07100pUTEIbHO KMBHYIL.

— Pacckaxu HaM BceMm, Kak BCE ObUTO! — pa3falicsl UICITYTaHHBIA TOJIOC U3 TOJIIHL.

— 4 mmaBan Boms Oepera, a TaM B Jiecy ObUI CHITY3T C OYeHb MPUIYIJIMBON MUIATION C TPH-
6oukamu. S ObUTO [IE]I0 3aX0Tes OMOYb, KTO OBl 3T0 He ObUT! Ho OHO 3aMaHMIIO MEHS B TO CTpalll-
Hoe, npokJisAToe Mecto. [lemepa — Het B Helt sku3HU! TobKO TBapy J1a MX BiajAbIKa... OHU CiTyxar
CBOEMY NOPOJIUTENIO, KaK B BOAY IVISTKY!

— C 4ero 310 THI B3s11? — cJlerka y/apl0asch, HEAOBEPUMBO IVIsIHYA JloTap CTapuky mpsMo B
rasa.

— DTH cyliecTBa roHsUIMCh 3a MHOM 110 niemiepe! Jla u Tosbko npuroBapuBaiu: «EMy HyxkHa
el1a», — CTapUK OCTAaHOBWJICS, OTYIIJI B3IVISI/L B 3€MJTIO, TIOJIOKMII [IEPUATKY M CTaJl CUJIbHO KAllUISITh.

— Crapen, — oOparuiicst K HeMy OJUH U3 BOMHOB, — I10 BallleM CJIOBaM, TaM OOMTENb 3TUX
cy1ecTs, BepHo? Ho BeJb Halllv Npeiku 3a4MCTUIIN BCE MEIIEphl FOpoa, HET HU OJIHOM, B KOTOPYIO
HE CcTylnaJla Hora maxrtepa!

— Her, — npoxpuriesn crapuk, — 3Ta He Obl1a HoMedeHa (iakkoM. Tak v pa3Be HallK MPeJKu
OCTaBUJIM OBI TaM 3KeJIE30 U AParolieHHbIe KaMHH?
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JIérkuii cmex npoHéccs MO TojIe, CIOBHO BeTepok. CTapuk ¢ mpe3peHreM OKHUHYI TOJILY
B3rIsiioM. Crierka KpsixTsi, OH AOCTall M3-3a Ma3yxu Memmodyek. OH JI01ro My4drIIcsl Haf y3eJIKOM, HO
BCE K€ CMOT OTKPBITh KOKaHBIM KYJIEK M TIOKA3aTh BCEM JKEJIE3HBI CaMOPOJOK U OJNecTsIre Kpu-
crajutbl. Jltoou Bosieli-HeBOJel axHY/IM OT KpacoThl KaMHel. Y cTapuKa B I71a3ax 3a0jecTesia MCKpa
HaJEeKIbl, YTO EMY TTOBEpSIT.

JloTtap OCTOPOXHO B3$UJ1 KPUCTAILT U, TIONHSB €ro K HeOy, B3MISIHYJ CKBO3b ITPO3PAYHYIO I'PaHb.

— JlagHO, — ckaB MUHEpaJ B Ky/ake, Hayaul Jlotap, — s Mory, Kak U BCE JKUTEJIH, IOBEPUTh
TeOe, Y4TO Thl HAIE Melepy, B KOTOPOi HUKOrga HUKTO He Obul! Ho TO, 4TO Tam OOMTAIOT CyIiecTBa,
yrHeTAIoIIMe HaC 10 HovYaM, yxe Tsokeno. OHu mpocto yommu Obl TeOst 6e3 KaKMX-TO pa3rOBOPOB. ..

— To, urto 51 BeIKMIT — OGe3yclioBHO uyno! AppoH crac, He uHave... Ho Ta merepa 3akpbiTa
oT 1a3 moackux! CKpbITa AepeBbsIMU, KyCTaMU, a BXO 3apoc!

— Ecnu BXon 3apociimii, TO Kak OHU BBIXOIAT MO HOYaM? — TOCIBIIIAJICS KEHCKUN ToJIoC
U3 TOJIIIBL.

— 4 mymaio, 4to 3Ta MatepuasibHas nperpajaa sl HuUX — HU4To! OHU MPOCTO MPOXOAAT
CKBO3b HEE...

I'pomMkumii cmex pasgaicst cpeau Tojmbl. BoeHHBIE clierka yCMEXHYJIUCh, BOEBOAA TSKEION
B310XHYJI. OJIMH TOJIBKO APUM CTOST HETTOKOJIEOMMBIH, C KAKUM-TO HEOOBSICHMBIM CTBIIOM Ha AyIIIe.

— CrapuK, HalIOMHY MHE, YTO BHITBOPSLI TBOM COOCTBEHHBIH JIe]] Iepe/1 3aKaToM xku3Hu? He o
JI1 TOBOPWJI, 4TO OOIIAJICS C STUMHU TBapsIMU? A He TBOM JIM OTel] epeji KOHYMHOW PAacCKa3biBasl BCEM,
YTO caM APpPOH CITYCTHJICSI K HEMY, YTOOBI MPeIyNpeIuTh O KOHIIE BCEro XUBOro? — ¢ M3AEBKOM
ycmexHysics Jlorap.

CrapuK CKJIOHWJI roJioBy. [J1a3a ero motTyxJim.

— V MeHs Ha UHCTpyMEHTe, JIOJKHO OBbITh, OCTaJIaCh KPOBB!

BoeBona nomHsn B3msAA Ha crapua. Ctapuk 3ameBenwics. TpsACyIMMICs pyKaMy OH JI0CTal
M3-32 TI05ICa CBOM MHCTPYMEHT — HO Ha HEM He OCTaJIOCh U CJiefla OT KecTOKoro yaapa. Hu kposw,
HU KyCKa IJIOTU WK KOXKH.

— He moxer ObITh. .. — MpoOyOHIIT cTapuK. JloTap OMyCTHJI TOJIOBY, JIOAH CTAIM TIOHEMHOTY
pacxoautbcesi. — OHO mpocTo Ha cosHile cropenno! OHu ropAT oT conHeyHoro ceeta! [Toatomy oHM
UIIYT ey 1o Houam!

— [Ipu3Haii, TH TakoW ke CyMacIleIIni, Kak U TBoU npenku! OTery XoTsi Obl TOJIBKO Mepes
CMEPTHIO YOKHYJICS, a Thl, CTAPUK, U TBOW JIEJIOK, BCEra ObLIN MOJIOYMHBIMU, — I'PO3HO IIPOTOBOPUII
Jlotap. OH HakJIOHWJICA TOOJMIKE, CXBATHJI CTApUKa 32 IIEl0 U MPOroBOpUI eMy Ha yxo: — Tem
Oornee, Ha HOCy mpa3aHUK. He cmelt ero ockBepHATH! U Tak HET HU OAHOTO KabaHa Jijist o0psiaa, Bce
nepegoxJim. A eme Tbl CMyTy HaBOJUIIIb !

— IMo3BonbTe, BOEBO/A, MHE TOOBITH CKOTHHY /IS Tipa3fAHuKa. Jlaiite IByX conjar, OHU 3aro-
HSIIOT OJIEHS, a 51 €r0 32 TOPU3O0HT OTIIPABII0. MHe BCE paBHO HE KUTb MOCHIE BCETO, UTO sl CErOHS
YBUJIEN U y3HAJI, — B3HBLI CTAPUK BOEBOIE.

JloTap TsKeno B3IOXHYI, 3aKPhLT 71432 M TPOMKO CKa3aJl:

— OrtkpeiTh BopoTa! U 1Ba Kpenkux OoiIia Ko MHe, ObICTPO!

— ToBapwui BoeBosia, a 4To Xe JejiaTh ¢ TeMU TBapsAMU? — 0OpaThiICsS BIPYT KUTEIb U3
TOJITIBL.

— JloxHas TpeBora, CTapyK yKe C yMa COILEN, — IPYCTHO OTBeTWII JIoTap, Misjs Ha cTapua.

Cosnparsl OTIPaBMWIIUCH K BOpoTaMm. HeckosibKo ueioBek ocTanuch ¢ BoeBodou. Kurenu pazo-
IIJTKCh 110 CBOUM JIeJIaM, JIMIIb BO3MYIIAsICh OPYT APYTy O HaBEeJEHHOM CTapuKkoM MaHUKo. Bopota
oTKpbUIHCh. Conaarsl COPOCHIIM CBOM CBEPKAIOIINE JOCTIEXH, CIOKHIM TSKENbIE MEUH C KOIbSIMH,
JIETKKE ¥ CTPEMUTENbHbIC JIYKH CO CTPEJIaMH.

Apun ocrancsi Ha Mecte. OH OOJOKOTHJICS CITUHOM O (hacaj oMa Mo3aqu CKaMEeHKH CO CTa-
pukom. [TapeHb cMOTpen Ha cTaplia KaJOCTIIMBBIMHU TJIa3aMU — TOT KasaJicsi eMy OpOIeHHbIM, Oec-
MIOMOIIIHBIM, TOKMHYTHIM BceMu. CTapuk cTapajicst BCTaTb, Maxajl pyKou, OyATO MOATaIKuBas ceos,
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BTOPOM yNEPCs 0 CKaMelKy, HO HOTY OTKa3bIBAJIMICh BCTABaTh U JiepKaTh TeJio. PacTepsiHHbIE U HeyBe-
PCHHBIE TBMXCHUSI CTApUKA BBI3BIBAIM Y Apur Oypio SMOIIMI: OT IPOCTOrO COYYBCTBHS, CMeXa, U
BepbI JIO TSKENBIX TiepekuBaHuid. Cepiie MeTaioch BO BCE CTOPOHBI, TOJIOBA I'yesa, C KakK/IbIM B3J10-
XOM B I'PY/IM CTAHOBHWJIOCH BCE Tsikeliee. TOYHO KaMeHb Ha JIyIy YIall CThI.

C ropem mnonosiam cTapuuok Betal. OCTOPOKHO 3aliarai HaBcTpedy K BOEBOJIE, YKe OT/IaBaB-
eMy TIpyKa3 ABYyM CBOUM coJIiaTaM UITH B Jiec. CTapuk mogomién Kk Jlotapy, OCTOPOKHO OKJTMKHYIT
BOEBOJIY, ¥ TOT MIPOTSIHYJI B 00eCCHJICHHBIE OJIe/THbIC PYKH XOJIOJHBIN, CBEPKAIOIINI Ha COTHIIE KUH-
kaj. CTapuk HeyBepeHHO OOXBATUII TOHKYIO JEPEBSHHYIO PYKOSITh, KOCHYJICSI KOHUMKAMU TIAJTbIIEB
XOJIOTHOM CTaJIU.

— ¢l Hukorga paHbiie He 6paJl B pyKU BOCHHBIN KMHKAJI. .. — C IPOXKBIO B TOJIOCE IIPOTOBOPHIT
OH.

JloTap Tonbko ynbiOHyCs. Congarsl pa3BepHYIMCH U HAPABIIIUCH B CTOPOHY BOPOT. [Toka oHn
[IUTM B HEU3BECTHOCTh, MUMO TIPOXOJIMIA CUYACTIIUBbIE OOUIILI — 0e3 TSKETBIX JOCTIEXOB U OPYKHUS.
VY KaxkJ0ro U3 BOMHOB ObLTM OpaThs, APY3bs, OMu3Kkue ToBapuili. Y cepiiie KpoBbio 00IMBaeTCsa —
TO JIM OT CYACThs, TO JIM OT NEYAIA, — KOTJIA OCO3HAEIIIb: UIENTh HA CMEPTD, 4 MX YacC eIIE He HACTaJL.

Crapuk CyHYNT KJIMHOK 32 pEMeHb, MOTYXkKe 3aTSHYJI ero ¥ MOMIET CIIeIOM 3a OOMIIaMH.

— OxoTa Ha 3Bepsi — MOXeT U IMPOCTO, —3araJIoYHo 3aroBOPUJI BOEBOJIa, — HO MOCTapaics,
CTapuK, CAeJIaTh TaK, YTOOBI BHI HE MPOOBUIN B JIECY JOTEMHA, ¥ YTOOBI 00a MOMX MEYHUKA BEPHYJIUCH
JIOMOU K CeMbsIM !

Craper| He IPOPOHUJT HU CJIOBA — JIMIIIb MOJTYa KUBHYJI B OTBET.

keksk

Apun xomun mo ropony. Ha nmymie y Hero 6put0 Tspkeno. OH U BEpUIJ CTapuKy, U HE XOTe
Ka3aTbCsl CyMACIIE/AINM B I71a3aX OCTaJIbHBIX JIOIEH.

CroHsisich 10 yuuam, Apuu BCTpETH Du3y:

— IMpuser Apun! JlaBHEHBKO TeOs He BHENA, HA OCTPOBe ObUT? VTN OMATh MPOCTO 3aKPBUICS
y ce0s 1 cujen nepen noprperoM Appona?

— Dis1, MOXKeIIb XOTs1 Obl OMUH JICHb HE JI0CTaBaTh? — HepBHO Opocun Apuu. — U BooOIe,
rae nsas Jlorap?

— Yero 1o1 kKprumiiis? He Buzena s ero nocnie tpeBoru. Moxer, B KJ1aJJOBOM, — TakK ke HaIlpsi-
KEHHO OTBETUJIA DJH3a.

Apuu BuxpeMm MpoHEccsa MuUMO Diu3bl. OH Oekasl B CTOpOHY KJanoBo. 1o myTu mpoxoxue
PaJOCTHO 3/10POBAIUCH C ApUM, MBITAIMCH O YeM-TO C HUM 3arOBOPUTh, HO TOT MoJT4aj, OyaTo He
BUJIEJT U He CITbIall HUKoro. [Ipo6exkan MonoBUHY ropofia, y CamMbIX ITIaBHBIX BOPOT, Apuu JoOpascs
710 IBEpH, BEAyILlel BHYTPb CTEHBI, — 3TO 1 OblJIa Opy:KerHasi Ki1aaoBasi. OTTya JOHOCHIICS TPOMKHIA
CMeX, Pa/IOCTHBIE rojioca. Ap4r BIOMUIICS BHYTPb, KaK JIMCUIIA B KPOJINYbIO HODY.

B ki1agoBoi ObU10 MpavyHO, CBET JIaBaJjia JIMIIb OHA JIAMIIA, U TOT ObLT TYCKJIBIM. JloTap cuaen Ha
TMIeHbKE ¥ TIOMMBAJ U3 KYKCa BUHOTPaJHbIN COK, 3a1aXx KOTOPOTO BIUTAJICS B CTEHBI OpyXeiHou. Eme
TPH YeJIOBEKA CTOSUTU ¥ TPBI3JIH CYIIEHYIO PHIOY, & OIMH CH/EN Ha TMOYCOTHYTBIX HOTaX M MOMHUBAT
BUHO U3 CTapOil, MyTHOW CTEKJISTHHOM OYTBLIKH.

— OX, MaJIbYMK MO, — TIPOroBopmJI pajgocTHo Jlotap, — caauch, Oyab Kak qoma, Apun!

— Hsp JloTap, st He UTh MPHIIENT, HY’KHO IIOTOBOPUTH, — Ipy0o0 cKazan Apun. — Ham Hy:KHO
MpOBEpHTH Ty remmepy! Bapyr crapuk pacckasan npasay? He MoxeT ObITh, UTO €My Takoe MpUBHIe-
nock. [Tomepenmrhest — enié na, Ho He 4ToObI BcE 310! [ToMHUTE, B TOT IeHB, KOT/A 51 ITPONaJ B Jiecy,
s TOKE BUJIEN YEPHOE CYIIECTBO ¢ TprdaMu Ha rosose! Vnu s o-BaieMy Toke Cymaciie it ? !

Jlotap momyan. OctanbHble TPOAOIKAIN MOMUBATH BUHO, Pa3/eiblBaTh PHIOY, JIMIIb CJETKa
yIIBIOASICh.
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— Crnopy HeT, — THXO U HU3KO TTporoBopu Jlotap, — MOXET 3TO OJHO U TO ke CYIIECTBO,
Y CTapuK M mpapia ero Bcrpetuil. Ho uroOwl 31 G6e3ayIiHble TBOPEHUS ThMbI Pa3rOBAPUBAIIH IIH
CITY’KHJTM KOMY-TO... He oiuH, He 1Ba M He TpY BeKa HAIIM MPEAKH UCKAJIM CIIACeHUs OT HUX. A TYT
HEOXKUIAHHO CTApUK, IOTOMOK UYJaKOB, HAXOOUT X oouTesb? OHM eMy Be€ pacckasaiu? Apuu, Thl
CWJIBHO BEpHUIIIb BO BCE TEMHOE U CBETJIOE, BOT U pajyiics, Becesauch! IIpa3qHuK HakaHyHe — JIEHb
CXOXJeHUs1 AppoHa!

— 4 310 3Ha10, — TPYOO U 3IOCTHO OTBETHII ApUH, — TOJIBKO YTO Mpa3aHoBaTh? Bee kabaHbl
NepeoXJiv, rpo3a HaJBUTaeTcs ¢ Mopsi — Hecrnpocta 3To Bee! Kak ke Bbl 3T0 He TouMETe, Iss
Jlotap?

Jlotap cHOBa YMOJIK, JIMIIIb TIPOAOJIKAS €XUIHO YIBIOATHCS.

— Jlaxxe ecnu He BEpUTE €ro ClIoOBaM, — OH BaM NPUHEC KPUCTAJLIbI, Keae30! 3HauuT, Ta
Teriepa CymecTByer!

— B okeane HaiiTu He MOT'? — ¢ HACMEIIKOUN CIIPOCHJI OIMH W3 BOMHOB, BHITUIEBBIBAST PHIOBIO
Yeuylo.

— Apun, s yBaxalio TBOM HpaB, HO €CJIA XOYellb CIIeJIaTh YTO-TO MOJIE3HOE, IOMUMO Macia, TO
3alMKCh PATHBIM JIEJIOM, — MSITKO Tpou3HEc JloTap.

— Parnoe nieno. .. — 3agymurBo nosropui Apuu. — BoeBatb He ¢ kem!

— A 3ammmare ecTb KOro.

Apun 3amomyan. C rpyctbio oH Opocui B3IIsA B HUKYAa. Hu omqHOro KoHKpeTrHoro odpasa,
JIMIIb MBICIA — U TOJIBKO MBICJIH.

— Hano cxoguts K TO# nemepe. .. — MpOMSMIIIT ApUM.

CmMmex mpoHEccs Mo opykeiHoi. BorHbI cTanmu 4to-To OyOHUTH cebe Moj HOC, MEPUOANIECKU
nocMmeuBasich. Jlorap 3aysbidasncs Bo Bce 3yObl. He ciibHO, HO rpy0O OH YPOHMIT pyKY Ha IIedo Apum.

— Jloporoii Thl MO IJIEMSIHHHUK, HUKTO HE 3aX04eT prUckoBaTh U uaTH Tyna! Craxyt: «Tebe
HaJ0, BOT Thl M UAW». A THI JaXke Me4 HUKOT/Ia He Jepkai B pykax! Becesnuch Ha rpa3qHUKe, U 9y/10
CIIyYUTCS Ha HAIlleM BeKy, U30aBUT APpPOH HAC OT HHX.

— Ho mbI gaxe mpuHOIIEHHe MPOBECTH HE CMOXEM... — CO 371000¥ npommnen Apun. Ho
JloTtap nanpuem NpuKkpbLI €My porT.

— TBoi1 HOBBIH APYT ¥ IBA MOUX CoJIjIaTa mo3adotsrcst 06 3roM. KoHeuHo, He KabaH, HO OJICHb
3aTo modobIne OyaeT.

Jlotap ynbIOHYyCS U oTIycTHIT Apun. B3misy napHs ynan Ha KOp3UHY ¢ ONeCTSIIIMU By pYyY-
HBIMH MevamH. JIoTap OTomen ot Hero K mKady. Apuu marHya K KOp3uHe U, ¢ IpKUM 3BOHOM CTaJIH,
IUIAaBHBIM JIBUKEHUEM U3BJIEK U3 HEE JIIMHHBIN TSIKENBINA Med, IepexBaTuB ero BTopoi pykoit. llym
B OpYKeWHOM NpeKpaTtuiics. JIMIb BeTepoK C YHIIBI ITIesecTes pelOoit Ha BepEBke. Jlotap Ha MOMEHT
3aMep, HO IMOTOM CITIOKOWHO pacriaxHyJ IBepb IKada U IOCTAT OTTY/Ia TAIbHIOI, MBUTbHYI0 OYTHUIKY
¢ BUHOM. JIno Apum HanoaHUIOCh THeBOM. OH Opocui Meu Ha 1oJ1. JIoTap CIOKOMHO MOBEpHYJICS
K Apun 1 Opocut emy J00bITyI0 OyThUTKY. OMH BOMH OCTOPOKHO TOIOMIEN U TIOMHSI MeY, TIOKa
Jlotap 61a)xeHHO CMOTpeJ B TUIAMEHHBIE I71a3a ApUH.

— Tynsaii, Mot MaJIbuMK, — eXugHO ckazai JloTap.

Apun, cKpurs 3y0amu, pa3BEpHYJICS U BBIIIEN U3 OPYKEHHOM.

ConHite 6b110 mocpenu HeOa. Tyuu yxe cramu qoouparbes 1o Omno. Bee skeHuHbL pa3oexa-
JIMCh TI0 JOMaM, a TOPOJ] HAMIOJTHWJICSI apOMaTaMu TOTOBSIIIMXCS 00eoB. [leTH emme urpai, a Myx-
YMHBI 3aHUMAJIUCh CBOUMH JIEJIaMU.

Apur €N JOMON — B KaXIOM €ro B3/I0Xe, B KQXJ/IOM IIare YyBCTBOBAIUCH I'PYCTh U TIIyXast
35100a. CuibHBIE TTOPHIBBI BETPa HE IABAIM €My cOOpaThCsi ¢ MBICTSAME. TOJIBKO BeTep yTHX U Apur
CMOT CITIOKOIHO MBICJIUTb, KaK TYT K€ 3apeBeJl TPOM U pacchliall ero paccykaeHus. OT 3Toro napeHb
CTaHOBWJICS €I1I€ 3JIei, a TIorojia BCE XyxKe.
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Hakowneny Apun nomén no coero goma. Ha kpbuiblie cupen ero oreil. B pykax y Hero Obuu
riepramMeHT 1 Nepo, a Ha CKaMelKe YepHIIbHUIIA. Apur cripsATat Oy THUTKY BUHA 32 CIIHY U MEJIEHHO
MOJIOIIEN K OTILY.

— [lan, — HeyBepeHHO Havyasl Ap4u, — ThI K€ MYJIpPbII YEJIOBEK, MIO3TOMY CKaKM MHE XOTS
OBI THI, YTO BCE CJIOBA CTapuka — He Open!

Orern, naxe He B3MJISIHYB HAa ChIHA, OTBEPHYJICS B APYTYIO CTOPOHY. OH MOI4as. Apuu B3AOXHYT
[TyOOKO U C TOPEeUblo, IOCTABUJI OYTBHIIKY Ha 3eMJIIO, a CaM CeJl Ha APYrod KOHell CKAMEHKH.

— Hacuér meHs, — rpy6o Hauas oTell, — 51 HUKOrAa OoJiblie He Oyy OTHOCHTBCS K TeOe Tak
ke, KaKk paHbllle, — KaK K pOJAHOMY M €IMHCTBEHHOMY ChiHY. UTO Kacaercst TeOsi: ThI IBITACIIIbCS
HATSHYTD JJBE Pa3HbIe IIKYPbl HA OAHY Tyly. [laxke y MeHs He ToJTydaeTcst ObITh M BTOPBIM BOEBOJIOM,
Y MHcaTh Mo3Mbl ToToMKaM. He crapaiicst ctath r1aBHBIM B ropofe. JIndo padoraii Ha 6;1aro Bcex —
YTO ThI, BIPOUYEM, U JeJaelllb, — JIMOO MOCBATH Ce0sl CITyKEHUIO CBATOCTH.

Apus ¢ IPOXKBIO B3JOXHYJ U CYAOPOKHO CIJIOTHYI:

— A 3TO TyT IpUYEM?

— A 3auem Tebe B Ty niemiepy? Mckynuts rpex. Mnm Tl He ockopOui pogureneid ceoux ? [Tpo-
CTO CMBITh BCE B 03epe 51 Tebe He T03BoM0. CEerogHsIIHAN MOCTYIIOK TIePeNIen BCe TPaHUIIbL.

— $1 xouy U30aBUTHL BCEX JKUTEJIEH OT CTpajaHuil U TosbKo! TIpolieHrst v He HaJIo. . .

— JlagHo, Oynb MO-TBOEMY, — B3J0OXHYJ oTell. — Ho eciu Tam ¥ BOpsAMb HUYEro HET — a
MBI ¢ JIOTapom 1 Bce OcTalibHBIE B 3TOM yBEPEHbI, — TeOs MPOCTO 32 CyMACHIEAIIEro COUTYT, TaK ke
Kak u ctapuka. U naxe «crnacubo» He CKaxyT.

Ortewl ¢ HEKOTOPBIM TPYZIOM BCTaJl M HecHella 3auen B AoM. Berep Tpenan uénky Apuu. Ha
cep/lie emMy JIET TSKENbIA KaMeHb. B rojioBe KpyTUIUCh JIMIIL OTHU U Te ke cyioBa: «OHU JienaioT
U3 MeHs u3rosi, otopoca. YenoBek, KOTOPBI XoueT Onara Jjisi BceX, pe3KO CTaj ISl HUX MPOCTHIM
cymaciieqmum». Math BHIIUIA U3 IOMa U rpy0o 0OpaTHiiach K ChIHY:

— 3axonau OwicTpee UM Thl 00enaTh He Oyaemib?

Apur B3JOXHYJ, B3sUT 320BITYI0 OTIIOM YEPHWJIBHUILY U 3amén BHyTpb. CTOI, MO Tpaauiuy,
OB yCTaBJIeH KapeHo! PhIOOM-TyHON — OeJIOCHEeKHOM, TOUHO BBUTUTOM M3 JIYHHOTO CBETa, JIJIFH-
HOW M KPAcHBOM, a Ha cTojie B KaxIoM joMe Omro — emé u 6e3yMmHO BKycHou. Kpome poIObI, Ha
CTOJIE JIEKaJIU CYIIEHBIE BONOPOCIH U TIapa COJNEHBIX OTypLOB. B meun yxke roToBIINCH THIKBEHHbIE
MUPOXKKY 181 ykuHA. [IpusitHeie apomartsl paccnabnsi Apun. Be€ menTano, 9toObl OH CIIOKOHHO
ceJI 3a CTOJ, MooOenas U U3BUHUIICS TIepel POIUTEISIMHU.

Ho Apun BHOBb He ycesncsi co Bcemu. OH MPOCTO B3sUT TPU PHIOKM | BbIIeT Ha ynuiry. Oter
TSKEJIO B3/I0XHYJI. MaTh MPHUKpBLIA 1J1a3a, B KOTOPIX YXKe CTOSUIN CIIE3BI.

keksk

Apun mén no gopoxke, e ppidy. OH CHOBa HampaBWJICS K ITTaBHBIM BOPOTAM — YTOOBI TaM
noxaarecs crapuka. Tyuu ckpsumn conHue. Tens seria Ha Becs OJto.

Korga Apuum momén 10 BOpoT, TaM yke coOpasiach TONIA: CCe BIEPBbIE XBAIMIN CTapUKa U
OJIHOTO U3 MEYHUKOB. BOMH ObLT MevasieH, a craper] KpyTHJI B pyKax KpOBaBbIid KUHXaJl. ApUM TIIISTHYI
B JIPyI'yl0 CTOPOHY — TaM JIEKaJl OJIEHb, C NIEPEPEe3aHHON 1eel, CJIOMAaHHBIMU POTaMHU, BECh 3aJIU-
ThIIi KpOBBIO. PsAioM ¢ HUM cuzen Bropoil MedHuK. OuH KOHell 00JIOMaHHOTO pora Topyasl U3 ero
KUBOTa. PAIOM ¢ yMupaommM MOJIOIbIM MTApHEM cujiesia ero OepeMeHHasi HeBeCTa, a HeloAANIEKY
CTOAJI CBAIIEHHUK I[I/IOHI/IC. I[CByI_HKa Kada1aCb Ha KOJICHAX, IIpUTroBapruBajia 4TO-TO, HAAPbIBAACDH,
IUlaKasa. BouH Minb CygjopoXKHO UCITyCKall IOCTIEAHUE B3JOXU.

ApuM MeJIEHHO MOAOLIEN K HUM U BcTall psaaoM ¢ Huonucom. Korma rpyabs BouHa mnepe-
CTaJla COZIpOrarbcs OT yIapoB cepala, [JJMOHKUC CIIOKOMHO MOIOMIEN, MTPOIIENTAI YTO-TO Ha CBATOM
SI3bIKE M 3aKPbUI €My IVIa3a. [IeByIlKa rpOMKO M MCTOIIHO 3aKkpuyaia. Jliogu oOepHyIuch Ha HUX U
JIMIIID KaJOOHO MMOKaYaJId TOJIOBAMU. ,HI/IOHI/IC MOATOJIKHYJI Ap‘H/I, N OHU BMECTE CTaJI1 OTTAaCKUBATh
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AEBYIIKY OT MEPTBOTO BO3MIOOIEHHOTO. PaiocTh MIHOBEHHO coluia ¢ Jii Jioeit. CTapuk Opocui
HOX Ha 3eMJTIO, IPOTUCHYJICSI CKBO3b TOJITY M 3aXPOMaJI B CTOPOHY CBOETO JOMa.

[oncrynana Houb. [1o TOpOIy XOMWIM KUTEIM U 3aKUTajIM JIamIibl. BopoTta ObLiM 3aKpBITHI.
Bce B ropozie y:KMHAIOT ¥ TOTOBSITCS KO CHY.

B nome Apuu 6b110 HecriokoiiHo. [TapeHsb cupen 3a crojiom ¢ MaTepbio. OTell Tak ¥ He BBIIIE
K yXKHUHY — BCE TO BpeMs, oka Apuu cuzen 3a crosioM. Ha Tapeike jiesxkasio BCero Tpy MUpOXKa.
Kaxmgomy ObUTO TIOATOTOBJIEHO BCETO IO OJHOMY KYKCY BOIbL. B ome crosiyia rpoGoBasi TUIIMHA U
TOJIKO BETPa CBUCTEJ CKBO3b IIEM B OKHAX.

Apur poOKO MOTSIHYJICS 32 MUPOKKOM. [JI151 Ha MaTh, OH OCTOPOXHO OTKycHJ ero. Ta He
meBesbHynack. C TOro MOMeHTa, Kak MaTh HaKpblJla CTOJ U MTpUcea, OHa OOJIbIIle HUYero He Jienaa,
TOJIBKO CMOTpeJIa Ha ropsiiyio ceeuy. Ha ynuue rpoxoran rpom. CBepkasii MOJTHUU. A COJTHLIE CKPbI-
JIOCh 32 TOPU3OHTOM. M3 jeca Hauasl JOHOCUTHCS BOW — OH MPOOHpAJICS B JIOMa, NMPOCAYUBASICH
CKBO3b T€HHU. ApuM B3[0XHYJI, BCTAJI U3-3a CTOJA W YIIEN U3 AoMa. [IBepb XJIOMHYyJIa U MO IIeKaM
MAaTEPH MOTEKJIU CIIE3BI.

Ha ynurie 37100HbI BeTep THYJ AepeBbs, paciiaTeiBai (POHAPU U YHOCUI BCE MTPOUb CIIEIOM 32
coOoi. Apuu IIEN MO MYCTBIM JIOpOraM, IMoKa OHM He TIPUBEJIM €ro K crapoi mmaxrte. Hemaneko ot
He€, noj1 HaBecoM, cupel Jnonrc. OH rpy0o OKJIMKHY Apuu:

— To1 kyna?

— K crapuky. 51 XxoTen ¢ HUM MOTOBOPUTH, TIOKA €r0 He YOMITH.

JlnoHKC OOOPUTENIBHO KMBHYJI. ApUM CIIYCTHJICS B IIaxTy. Tam ObUIO TEMHO M TUXO — JIMIIb
peaKoe MoKaluTMBaHUe Hapymaio 6e3MOJIBUE J1a TYCKJIBIA CBET MPOOUBAJICS U3 XAJTYIIbl CTAPUKA.

Apuu MeJIEHHO MOJOIIEN K JBEPU U MOCTYyYasICs. «KUBOI 5 e111€» , — MOCIbIIIAICS HEIOBOJIb-
HBIT TOJIOC CTapuKa. ApUu OTKPBUI ABepb. VI3 Xamymbl BRIPBAJICA 3arax ThICSY TPaB, CYIIEHON PHIObI
u Bofopocneil. Ha nepeBsiHHON AOCKe, HAKPBITHIN IIEPCTSHBIM OIESJIOM, JIexkas cTapuk. B pykax y
Hero ObuT TpodpeliHblid por youToro oseHst. CTapelr Jiexaa U MOYECHIBAI CBOIO XJIMIKYIO OOpPOJIKY.
Korpma Apuu nepecTynui mopor, CTapuk 0OepHYJICS:

— Ox, cwiH BrOoporo BoeBosl! Kak xe... Apun! Kak 51 pan 1edst BuIeTh, — ¢ JoOpOTOM Mpo-
W3HEC CTAPUYOK.

Apun yneIOHYJICS U TIpUCEN Ha KaMEHHBIH TIOJT PSAOM CO CTApPUKOM.

— 4 Tak mymaio, 9YTO HE IPOCTO THI KO MHE MPHUIIIEN, BEPHO? — CTapUK 3ayJIbIOAJICS TIPH BUJIE
CMYIIEHHBIX I71a3 Apun. — ToJbKO J1aBail OBICTPO, a TO MPUAYT TBAPH 32 MHOM, a YUAYT emiE U ¢
TOOOI, — HACTOPOKEHHO MPUYUTAJ CTapuK. — ['pex 3a yOMICTBO KMBOTO CyIIECTBA TOJBKO MO,
TBI ¥ JIPyTU€ HE IOJDKHBI 32 HErO IUIaTUTh. . .

— Crapern, ckaxuTe MOXKaJTyNUCTa, YTO BbI BUJEIU B TOU memiepe? YTo Bbl lymaere 0 HeW U
TOM, 4TO Tam ObLIO?

Craperr iyooko B310xHYJI. [71a3a ero 3aberanm.

— [oiimMu, 9TO TaM OOUTAET U MyYaeT HaC MUCTIOKOH BEKOB — OHO CITy’KUT CBOEMY OPOJUTETIO !
Onu HecyT emy eny. CaMo CyIIecTBO HE MOXET BBUKUTb, BUOUMO craboe oHO... H-Ho 3T0 10 mopsl,
70 BpEMEHH... Yke 4To-To HazpeBaeT. Kak 4yBcTByI0, Kak OyaTo 3Haio0, roBopio! Byaro st Bc€ 3to
BUZEJ WK Ciblai Koraa-to. He 3ps ata TBapp npuBena MeHs Tyga. OHO XOTesno NpeaynpeanTh.
Hecnpocra 3a Mecsiiy 1o npa3aHuKa rTuOHYT KaOaHbl, KOTOpPbIEe JOJIKHBI OBUTH CTaTh JapoM ApPpOHY.
N He npocto Tak Takas moroja B Mpa3AHAYHBIA AeHb. OH HaM He TTOMOXET, He CraceT oT Hux... U
THI HE TIPOCTO TaK MHTEPECYEIIbCs MeIepo, TeOs1 YTO-TO TIHET K Hel. . .

Crapuk 3aMOJIK. ApuM YTKHYJICS B3IVISIIOM B ITOJI.

— Yro BHI emmg QymMaeTe uim 3HaeTe 00 3ToM nopoautesne? Uto oHo Takoe?

— Bor 3T0r0 yX€ He BUe U He 3Hal0. S1 B 11€710M HUYEro He 3Halo, HO lyMaio, OHO U ITPUKa3bl-
BaeT Kaparh HAC 3a yOUICTBA )KUBOTHBIX, 32 CMEPTHU J€PEBbEB. .. EC/M M CMOTpETh IpeBHME MTUCAHUS,
TO He BCerjga Mbl TUOJM 32 9TU TPEXH, — CTapHK MOBEpHYJICS Ha OOK M CTaj YTO-TO UCKaTh. — BoOT

24



K. KaBusuH. «Osuio: nmyTh yepes3 TbMy»

3anucu! OHM nepenu B MOW poji OT Moero npagena. sKajb, 4To S He MHOTO CJIOB 3HAIO Ha CBATOM
SI3BIKE, — CTAPUK BBIHYJ OIPOMHYIO CTAPMHHYIO KHUT'Y B KOKaHOM IEpPEIUIETE.

ApuM B3sUI KHUTY B PYKH M OCTOPOKHO OTKpbUT e€. CTpaHuIlbl ObLTM JpSIXJIble, a TeKCT —
COBCEM TYCKJIbIA. JIMCTBI EPEBOPAUMBAINCH C TPECKOM. ApUM OYEHb BHUMATEJIBHO X paccMarpu-
BaJs1. [lepeBopaunBas cTpaHully 3a CTPaHULIEH, OH HAKOHELl HATKHYJICS Ha T€ CaMble KPUCTAJLIbI, UTO
CTapuK IoKasbiBasl eMy yTpoM. [Ioka craper OTBIEKCS, 3alyMUMBO IJIsi/is1 B IOTOJIOK, ApUu He3a-
METHO CXBATHJI 3TH CUSIOIINE KPACHbIE KAMHU U CIIPSITAN UX K ceOe B 4€00T.

— Benp KMBOTHOE MSCO U KPOBb JAET €My CHUIIy, a JEPEBbsl BIIMTHIBAIOT U OTAAIOT BCE CBO-
eMy XO03siMHY. MBI JIMIIIaeM ero CIyr, 3a 3T0 U cMepTh. Ho korna-HuOyap OHO HACBHITUTCS U BBIIET
HapyxKy... Torma MoxeT u cOuET AppoH ¢ HeOec, a HaUe KOHEIl BCceMy KHUBOMY !

Kakoe-To mumonérHoe orymerue mpoomio Apur. CTpaHHOE OCO3HAHKE TIOTYIIUIIO HAJIEKTY
B €ro cepLe.

— Orxkyna Bel 310 3HaeTe? C 4yero st BOOOIe pelmi, YTO Bbl TOBOPUTE TIPaBIy? — ¢ OOJbIO B
cep/iie Mpou3HEC oH. — MOXeT, 51 U BIIPaBy CXOXKY ¢ yma?

Crapuk MoHUK. Apur 3aKpblT KHUTY. JKyTKuiA BOH ciblmasicst u3 riryouH. Ha smie crapuka
nosiBuIIach yabioka. Cpeny peqkux B3JOXOB CTAPHKA, 3aypyall KMBOT ApUH.

— Becb ieHb He €1 4To Jin? — yAUBJIEHHO CIIPOCHIT CTapuK. ApuM KuBHYJI. — Bot, Bo3bMu!
— CTapHK MPOTSHYJ MAPHIO MaJeHbKYI0 KOP3UHKY C MUPOKKAMU — Te 10 00N HallOMHUU ApuH
MaTepuHCKUE. — BOT TONMBKO THI ¥ TBOSI MamMa XOPOIIO KO MHE OTHOcUTech. OHa XoTesa, YToOH! s
nepesi TeM, Kak MOKUHYTb MUP CBETJIbIi, MIOEJ XOPOILO. A Ha JieJie U Karuis BOJbI B POT HE JIe3eT. .. A
BOT HACYET COMHEHMUI: Thl €IMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO HE CMOTPHT Ha MeHs Kak Ha Oe3ymiia. Ho BcE€ paBHO
MPOAOJIKACITh BO BCEM COMHEBAThCS, XOTh M OCO3HAEIh, UTO 3TO Npasaa. Ho nouemy?

Apuu MosTyal, TOJbKO C TPYCTHIO JIsIeN B MOJI.

— IloBeps, 51 BCTpeyas He OIHOTO CBATOTO ciy:kuTens. Y He ofvH, U He 1BOE U3 HUX HE OTJIU-
YaJuch 31paBbiM yMoM. Ho Jtiofi M Bepwiii, 1 IpaB/Ibl CKa3aiyd OHU OOJIbIIE, YeM 3/1PaBbIM.

OroHék Bepbl BHOBb 3aKErcs B cepaue Apud — MaTepUHCKUE MUPOKKHU TOJIBKO MOAKUHYIN
B Hero JpoB. bojbliie Apun HU O Y€M He CHpalyBajl, U CTapuK OOJIbIIe HE TOBOPWII O Teliepe U
TBapsIX, JUILb HATOMUHAJ MIAPHIO, YTO MY 0pa YXOIUTb, a HE CUJETh.

Apun yxe coOpascs yxoauTb, Kak BAPYT TYCTOW YEPHBIHN JbIM MMPOHUK B Xaymy crapuka. OH
MIPOTSIHYJICS] CHAYaJIA TIO MOJTy BMECTE C XOJOISAIIMM BETEPKOM, a TOTOM TOJHSIICS BBEPX M COOpasICs
B OfIuH KJIy0. [IpIM MeIJICHHO, HO YBEPEHHO HaIpaBisuics K cTapuky. OH CTaj MeJIeHHO pacceu-
BaThCs B BO3JlyX€ U IPOHUKATh B TEJIO CTapUKa — CIEepBa Yepe3 HOC, 3aTeM UYepe3 poT, a Moce U
yepes yUIM, ¢ KaXAbIM BJOXOM 3aIloNHsIsA ero u3HyTpu. Ha nune crapiia mpocTynuiy BeHb U TYT ke
HAIOJTHWINCh ThMOM. TeJlo ero BEIKpPYYMBAJIO B Pa3Hble CTOPOHBL. KOocTH XpycTenu, BeKU Apoxkau,
a TaJbIbl HeECTECTBEHHO BhIrnOamch. Ha suiie mosiBuiiach Ta ke rpumaca yxaca, 4to W IpH BUe
MoHcTpa B riemepe. Koxka nooieaHena, Teno CTaio BhICHIXaTh U TPSICTHCH.

Apun 3a0UJICA B YIIIy U CO CTPaxOM CMOTpEJT Ha YMHUPAIOIIETO CTaplia, a B TOJIOBE ObLJIO OHO:
«He ycrmien yittu». Bmecto craprka octajicst OOTSHYTHIN KOXKEH CKeJleT, ¢ YEPHBIMU IIa3aMu U Tiepe-
JIOMaHHBIMU TAJbIIAMU. YEPHBINA bIM BBIIIEN U30 pTa cTapua. OH cHOBa cOMJICS B OIMH KJIyO, CJIOBHO
bopmupys ub€-To UL0, U ApUM OTYETIIMBO YBUAE [JIa3a, YCTPEMUBLINE B3IJISL [IPSIMO €My B yIIY.
Ho x1y6 mpocTo ynapuiicst 00 CTeHy U paccesiicsl B BO3/IyXe.

Apun OBICTPO JI0CTAT U3 KapMaHa OTIIOBCKOE KOJIbIIO. BriepBble 32 MHOTO JIET OHO OBLIO ropsi-
yumM. Cepatie OWIoch o4eHb OBICTPO, a B IPy/b BOH3WIACH OocTpast 0ok, Horm He xotenu nepxarb
TEJNO, B IJ1a3aX BCE MYTHEJIO.

[puast B ceds1, Apur B3sJ1 KOP3UHKY C TMPOXKKAMH U BBIIIEN U3 Xauymsl. Ha Tpcynmxcs oH
BBILIEJ U3 IIaXThl ¥ OAOUIEN K [I1oHMCY.

— Crapuk ymep, — HEBHSTHO IIPOrOBOPUI Apuu.

— Cam ymep? TloBesno eMy, 4To He AOKAAJICS CYHIECTB, — YIMBJIEHHO CIIPOCHJI CBAILEHHUK.
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— Her, onu ero youam, — BBIMOJIBUT Apuu, IS/ Mepes] COO0M OCTAHOBUBIIIUMCS, CTEKJISTH-
HBIM B3IJISIZIOM.

— He moxer ObiTh, OHM 1 TeOs1 3a0pasu Obl!

— Ho BHOBB HE TpOHYJIN. ..

keksk

Betep Ha ynwiie cTUX, Ha4al MOPOCHUTD IOk Ib. Apuu MENT TOMOW. B OONBIIMHCTBE TOMOB ykKe
TIOTac/IM OTHU. ApUH yKe TIOIXOIWII K JOMY U Ceplie ero 0OMMIoch KPOBbIO, KaK TOJIIBKO OH YBHUIE
Marth, CHJAIIYIO HA CKamelike. [IBepb B IoM OblIa pacKpbITa HACTEXb, BCE CBEUM BHYTPH MOTAIICHBI.
Apuu MeJIEeHHO MOJOIIEN K MaTepU U CIIPOCUJI B CTpaxe:

— Mawm, Bc€ B nopsiake?

— Koneuno, cbiH. Harynsincsa? Cnate yxe nopa, — rpy0o OTBETHJIa OHA, BCTaja U TMOILIa B
JOM.

— Mam, — ocraHoBun e€ Apun, — CKaxu OTILy, YTO 51 XOTeJl U3BUHUTHCA repen Hum. U
CKaXH, TOJIbKO YECTHO, ThI OyJelh IJIaKaTh 10 MHe?

— U cne3uHKH He MPOPOHIO, — XOJIOAHO CKa3aJla KeHIIMHA, 3aX0/s B JOM. — 3aXOAMIIb WK
TeOe 37ech yKe HeT goma?

Apuu mpoMosya, U MaTh, He JOXKIABIIMCh OTBETA, 3aXJIOMHYJIA 1Bepb. THUXUii, eiBa YJIOBUMbBIT
IIIeJIECT TIPEBPATUIICS B OTJTYIIUTENILHBIN IITyM JIOXK51, KOTOPBIH 3arOIHUII COO0M BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO
BOKpYT. Apun pacTékcs B yibiOke. OHa Obljla IPOHM3aHA TPYCThI0 — MHUMOJIETHBIM HallOMHHAHUEM
O JaBHO MUHYBIIHMX THSIX, Korga Bc€ OblIo MHavYe. Ho B 3TOT pa3 yibpiOka Ka3ajiach BBIMYYEHHOM,
CJIOBHO TeJIO YIEPKUBAJIO €€ JIMILb HAa TPaH! MEXKAY HaleKI0M U OTUASHUEM.

Apuu ornsaescs mo cropoHaM. B TpaBe oH HaIién OyTHIIKY BUHA, KOTOPYIO CHEC OYIITyIONIHiA
Betep. OH B3s1J1 €€, MOCTaBWII B KOP3UHY C MUPOKKAMU U YBEPEHHBIMU, HO ME/IJTUTESIbHBIMU IIaraMu
HalpaBWICS B CTOPOHY IVIaBHbIX BOpOT. Kaxablil ar jaBajicst eMy ¢ TPYyIOM, CJIOBHO NapHs TSHYJIO
00paTHO 1IenbIo, MPUKOBBIBABIIEH ero K Jomy. Kakias jiyka Ha ero ImyTd Ka3ajaach KalKkaHoM, KOTO-
PBIii TaK ¥ MaHWJT — BEPHUCH, ogymaiics. Ho noporu oOpaTHo yxke He OblII0 — Apuu IpeacTal nepes
BOPOTaMH.

Cropoxei Ha cTeHe He ObUTo. Bee cuie 1 rpOMKO pa3roBapuBaiiv B OpYKEHHON. Apun Mel-
JIEHHO, XJTorasi 4€6oTamu, TOAHSUICSA Ha cTeHy. OH ObLT 3[1eCh BIEPBBIEC, U OT OOJIBIION BBHICOTH Yy
Apuu crierka nogkammsaauch Horu. IlapeHs Tskeno ¥ rpoMKO JAblIa OT CTpaxa.

I'psinyn rpom. C IMKUM BOILJIEM B CTEHY UTO-TO YIapWIOCh. ApuM TYT ke ynas Ha roji. Pasro-
BOPHI U3 OpPYKEeWHOH npekparwirch. Hadanack Bo3Hs. VI3 ckiiaza BeIOEKaJIM BOMHBI M CTAJIA OCMAT-
pUBaTh CTEHY, TPOMKO IE€PEroBapuBasiCh. Apuu JIET U BXkajcs B 1oj. ['poMkuii BOIIb pa3aascs ¢
oOpartHO# cTtopoHsl. Korga Apun pemm, 4To CONAAThl yKe YU, OH OCTOPOKHO TOJHSIICS.

OH nocraBu1 KOp3HHY, HAILIE TOJICTBIN KaHAT, KOTOPbIM 3aKpPbIBAJIM BOPOTA, U CTaJI OCTOPOKHO
CITyCKaTh €ro BHU3, BO Mpak. Korma BepéBka Oblia criyiieHa, Apud J0CTal U3 KOP3UHBI MTUPOXKKH,
CJIOXKUJI U 3aBsA3J1 UX B IJIATOK, HA KOTOPOM OHU Jiexkaiu. Joctan oTHOBCKOE KOJIBbLIO, Hallel €ro,
B3s1J1 y3€JIOK B 3yObl, a OyTHUIKY BHA — B JIEBYIO PYKY. YTIEPIIHCh HOTAMH B CTEHY M KPEIIKO JepPKach
3a KaHaT, OH Ha4yaJl CITyCKaTbCsl BHU3.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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