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I0ma Mapu4
Kyaa getsar :xkypaBjm

I'maBa 1

Poman ocnosan na peanvrnvix ucmopuueckux coovimusix. Bee ucmopuueckue auunocmu u
daxmuer coomeemcmeyrom snoxe. Yacmo nepconadiceii u 0MOeAbHBIX CIOHCEMHBLIX NUHULL 68N~
emcsi Xy00HCeCmeeHHbIM 8bIMNBICAOM.

Yacrs 1. /IeBouka.

I'nasa 1

«Ecmbv dopozu, no komopulm yxoosm oemv.muy».

1894 200.

VY Tpo HETOPOIUIMBO BXOAWJIO B CTAPbIi NETEPOYPrcKMil OCOOHSK, MATKO pa3jiMBasiCh MO BHICO-
KHMM KOMHATaM 30JI0TUCTBIM MIOHBCKUM cBeTOM. COJIHLIE YK€ MTOAHSIIOCh HaJl BEPIIMHAMU JIUII, OKPY-
’KaBILUX JIOM, U TeNepb €ro JIyyH, MPOOUBIIUCH CKBO3b MOJIOAYIO JIUCTBY, JIOKMJIUCh Ha OeJble MoJ-
OKOHHHKH, CKOJIb3WJIU 10 HATEPTOMY JI0 3€PKaJIbHOIO OJIecKa MapKeTy ¥ 3aMUPaJId Ha PE3HBIX paMax
CEMEHHBIX TIOPTPETOB, OyITO Xkeasi pa3OyAuThb TeX, KTO ellle MPOJOJIKal CraTh.

JloM K11 CBOEH MPUBBIYHOW KU3HBIO.

I'ne-to B riryOMHe nepBoro sTaxa yxe 3BeHes dapgop, Kyxapka HerpoMKO OT/aBaJla pacrnopsi-
JKEHHUs1, IBOPELIKMIA POBEPsJI, BCE JIM FTOTOBO K MPEJCTOSAIIEMY BEYEpY, a B PACKPBITbIE OKHA BMECTe
C 3aIlaXOM HarpeToi COJHLIEM TPaBbl U )KaCMHMHA JOHOCUJICS] POBHBIH IIEJIECT €a/la, KOTOPbIN CTapblid
CaJJOBHUK KOIJ]a-TO C FTOPIOCTBIO HAa3bIBAJI JIyUIlIMM BO BCEM Ye3[€.

CeronHs B JOMe OXHUOAJIA TOCTEN.

Crapiueii 1ouepH X035€B UCTIOHSIOCh BOCEMHAALIATB JIET.

W TonbKO OIUH YeoBeK, Ka3anoch, ObUT COBEPILIEHHO HE CIIOCOOEH 10K JaThCsl, KOrja BUHOB-
HUIIAa TOPKECTBA IPOCHETCS cama.

JIBepb CrajbHU pachaxHy/lach TaK CTPEMUTENIBHO, UTO Tsikesas OpOH30Bas pyyka IIIyXo yjaa-
pUJIach O CTEHY.

B xomHary Bierena Codus.

Omna 6buta 00CHKOM, B JAJIMHHOW O€JIof HOYHOW pyOallike, MojioN KOTOPOW TO M JEJIO MyTajcs
B HOI'ax, a rycras pycas Koca ycresia Mo4TH COBCeM pacTpenarbcsl. 1o MBIIIKOM 1eBOYKa KPEIKO
NPUKUMAJIA CTAapylo TPAMUYHYIO KyKJy, MEPEeXKUBIIYIO, Ka3aJ0Ch, HE MEHbLIE NPUKJIIOUEHUH, YeM
cama X03sHKa.

— Jluzer! Ilpocemarics!

En3zaBera He OTKpbLIA IJ1a3, JIMIIb €/1Ba 3aMETHO YJILIOHYJIACh.

— CoHeukKa... CKaku MHE CHaydaJjia, KOTOpbIi yac?

— Ve yrpo.

— 9T0 5 4yBCTBYIO.

— Ho ceroaHs He MpocTo yTpo.

JIuzer TuXo paccMmesiack, MO-MPeKHEMY He MOAHUMAs! TOJIOBBI C MOAYILKH.

— U yem ke OHO OTIMYaeTCs OT BCEX OCTAJIbHbIX ?

Codus nocMoTpesia Ha CECTpy ¢ TAKUM UCKPEHHUM YAMBJIEHHEM, Oy/ATO BOIPOC MOKa3aJcs eil
COBEPILEHHO HEJIETIbIM.

— CeronHs Tebe BOCEMHA/ILATh.

Ona npowr3Hecsa 3T0 NOYTH HIENOTOM, CJIOBHO TOBOPUJIA O YEM-TO HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM.

— Hacrosmue BoceMHaaLaTh.

Hakonen EnnzaBera oTKpbLia riiasa.
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[NepBbIM, 4TO OHA yBHUIE/a, ObUIO B3BOJTHOBAHHOE JIMIIO MJIA/IIIEH CECTPBI, CKJIOHUBIIIEHCS TaK
OJIM3KO, YTO HECKOJIBKO CBETJIBIX MPs/IEH MIEKOTAIN €H IIEKY.

Jluzer octopoxHO yOpana Bojock! ¢ jmia Codur 1 JJaCKOBO YIBIOHYJIAC.

— Heyxenu Tl BonHyenbcst 60bIe MeHst?

— KoneuHo.

— Tlouemy xe?

Cocust Ha MTHOBEHUE 33 1yMasiach.

— IMoToMy UTO THI CETOIHSI COBCEM B3pOCJIasl.

B xomHaTe moBrCIa KOPOTKAs THIIMHA.

W3 cama noHecnoch 3BOHKOE TIEHWE JpO371a, BETep MpoOeskas Mo BepXyIIKaM JIMIM U CJerKa
KAYHYJI KPY’KeBHBIC 3aHABECKHU.

— W 4ro xe uzmenurcs? — cnpocuiia Enuzasera.

— Bce Tak roBopr.

— Kr10?

— Mawmenbka... Tetymka Mapusi... naxe Arpadena Buepa ckaszaiia, 4To 1ocjie BOCEMHA/IIATH
HAYMHAETCS] COBCEM JpyTrasi )KU3Hb.

JIuzet cena Ha KpoBaTH, MOIOOPAB Moj ceOsl HOTH, M BHUMATEIbHO TIOCMOTpEIa Ha CECTpy.

— A TBI cama Kak JyMaeriib?

Codus cMylIEHHO NOXaja Ie4aMu.

— MHe kaxercs... Terepb y Te0st OyayT Oasbl.

OHa 3arHy/a ojivH najer.

— IloTtom xeHuxu.

Bropoii.

— TloTom ThI BBIT/ICIIH 3AMYK. ..

Tperuii.

Ona 3amoiyana.

—n2.

JHeBouka oTBea B3IJIsI.

— W, HaBepHoe... 3a0y/erib mpo MeHsI.

Enu3zaBera He oTBeTHIIA Cpasy.

Omna ToJIbKO MpOTSIHYAA pyKH U nputsHyaa Coduio k cede, Kpernko oOHsB. Ta TUXOHBKO pac-
CMesIJTach U YTKHYJIACh HOCOM B I1JIEYO CECTPBI.

— Tlocnyimait Mmenst BHUMatenbHO, COHeuKa.

JleBouka MojHsa rojoBy.

— Yto OBl HU CITyYNJIOCH B MOEH KU3HU, CKOJIBKO ObI MHE HH OBLJIO JIeT, Ky/a Obl HU 3a0pocuiia
MeHs cyapoa...

EnmzaBera KocHys1ach rydbamu ee jioa.

— Tl Bceraa ocraHenibcsi MOe MajIeHbKOUM CeCTPEeHKOM.

Codust 061erYeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA, OyATO MIMEHHO THX CJIOB M JKJIaJa.

— IlpaBna?

— IlpaBna.

— Haxe xorga y Tebs OyayTt aetu?

— Jlaxe Torpa.

— W Korja craHelb COBCEM CTAaPEHbKOM ?

JIuzer paccmestiace.

— Jlaxe Torga.

Codus errie HECKOIBKO CEKYH/T CEPbEe3HO CMOTpEIA €M B I71a3a, a MOTOM BAPYT MPOCHsiia CBOEH
IIIUPOKOM JIETCKOM YIIBIOKOH.

— Torna novigem ckopee BHU3!
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— 3auem?

— IMoTomy uTO MarneHbKa ¢ CaMoro yTpa Yro-TO MpsYeT y ceOsi B KaOMHeTe.

— Orkyza Tbl 3Haelb?

— CnyyaiiHo Bujena.

— Consl...

— YecTHOE CJI0BO, CITyYaiHoO.

OHa cMyIIIeHHO YJIBIOHY/Iach U TYT e J0OaBuUIIa:

— Hy... noutu ciyuyaiiso.

EnuzaBera mokaudazia rojioBOH, cTapasich BBIIJISIIETh CTPOTOM, XOTS YJIBIOKY CKPBITh yXke He
MorJIa.

Oma erie He 3HazA, YTO CIYCTSI MHOTO JIECATUJIETUN UMEHHO 3TO MIOHBCKOE YTPO OyaeT BO3-
BpAIllaThCs K HEH valle Jpyrux.

He niepBbrii 6a.

He Grneck CTONMMYHBIX CaIOHOB.

He rpomkas my3bIka.

A ManieHbKast 0ocasi JeBOUKA C PaCTPENaHHOW KOCOM, BOPBABIIASCS B CHAJIBHIO, YTOOBI TIEPBOI
TO3/IPaBUTh CTAPIIYIO CECTPY C JHEM POXKACHUSI.

IToka Enuzasera oneBanacek, Codus He ymonkaia HU Ha MUHYTY. OHa ycresna paccka3aTb, UYTO
crapelii Pegop HaKoHell MOMMaJ PhIKEro KOTa, KOTOPBIH yKe BTOPYIO HEJIEJTIO TACKaJl CIIMBKU C KyXHH,
YTO KyXapKa MCIeKJ1a MIMEHUHHbI IMPOT ¥ CTPOr0-HACTPOro 3alIPEeTUIIa Jake MOAXOIUTb K HEMY JI0
Beuepa, uto Muxaus elile 3aTeMHO KyJla-TO Ucue3 BMeCTe ¢ KOHIOXOM, a aBoperikuil [TlaBen Anmpe-
€BMY C CAMOT'0 yTpa XOAUT IO IOMY C TAaKUM BUIOM, OYITO OKHIAET MPHUe3a CaMOro roCyaapsl.

Enuzasera ciymana cectpy BIOyXa, BpeMsl OT BpEMEHH OTBeuYasi KOPOTKUM «IpaBaa’» Win
«Heyxkenu?», moka ArpadeHa JOBKUMHU IBMKEHUSIMH 3aTSATMBajia KOPCET M PacIpaBiisiia CKIAJKU
CBETJIOrO JIOMAIIIHETO I1J1aThsl.

— BapslIHs, Bbl cerogHs HEOOBIKHOBEHHO XOPOIIH, — He yAepXkaiach TOPHUYHAS, OTCTYITUB
Ha I1ar ¥ ¢ HECKPbIBAEMbIM Y/IOBOJIbCTBUEM JIIOOYSICh CBOEW pabOTOM.

EnuzaBeta ynpIOHYIaCh.

— 9TO OTOMY, YTO Bbl TOBOPUTE TaK KaK/101 UMEHUHHULIE.

— Her yx, GapblIiHs, APYTUM FOBOPIO U3 BEKJIMBOCTH, @ BAM OT YHCTOTO CEepaALia.

— W g Tak aymaio, — ¢ BaxxHbIM BujoM noaTrBepaunia Codusi.

CrnycTHBIINCH 1O IMPOKOW AyOOBOM JIECTHUIIE, OTHOMMPOBAHHOW 10 Takoro Onecka, 4Tto B
Jly4ax yTPEHHEro COJIHIA OHA Ka3aJjlach MOYTH STHTAPHOW, CECTPBI Cpa3y MOUyBCTBOBAJIN IIPUBBIUHOE
OXUBJIEHHE OONBIIOTO AoMa. M3 pacnaxHyThIX OKOH TSIHYJIO CBEKECTBIO cajia, B CTOJIOBOM yikKe 3BY-
YaJli roJioca, a BO BCEM OCOOHSKE IapHJI TOT OCOOCHHBIN MMOKOM, KOTOPBIM ObIBAeT JIMIIL TaMm, TJie
KaKIbIM 3HaeT CBOE MECTO U KaK/Iblii HOBBIM J€Hb HAUMHAETCS TaK K€ CIIOKOMHO, KaK MPeAbITyIITUI.

Muixaun cuien 3a CToJIOM, HeOpEe:KHO OTKUHYBIIKCH HA CIIMHKY CTYJIA, U C CAMbIM HEBUHHBIM
BUJIOM JI0€/1a)T KJTyOHMYHOE BapeHbe MPSMO U3 Ba30YKH, HECMOTPSI Ha HEOHOOPUTETbHbIE B3TJIsIbI
JBOPELIKOTO.

— Mornozioi 6apvH, eclii KyXapKa YBUIUT Bac 3a 3THM 3aHATHEM, OHA PEIINT, YTO BCE ee
TPyl OBUTH HAIPACHBI, — C JOCTOMHCTBOM 3ameTwi [1aBen AHgpeeBuy.

— Ilepenaiitte Mapce EropoBHe, 4To 51 BCEro JMIIb MPOBEPSIO0 KAYECTBO MPOLYKTA.

— Vike npoBepuin.

— Hayka TpeGyeT MOBTOPHBIX OITBITOB.

B a1y MuHYTY IBeph KaOMHETa OTKPBUIACH, U B CTOJIOBYIO BOIIEJ BBICOKMI MYXXYMHA B TEMHO-
CHHEM JJOMaIlIHEM CIOPTYKe, Ha X0y CHUMasi ieHcHe. HecMoTpst Ha cepeOpuUBIIIyIOCs B TEMHBIX BOJIO-
Cax CeMHY, OH BBIIJIS/IE] MOJIOKE CBOMX JIET U IEPKAJICS C TOM CIIOKOMHOM YBEPEHHOCTBIO YEJIOBEKA,
MPUBBIKIIIETO TPUHUMATh PEIIeHUsI U HECTH 32 HUX OTBETCTBEHHOCTb.
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VBuaeB godepeid, oH octaHoBICS. COCpeIOTOYCHHOCTb, eIlle MTHOBEHUE Ha3ajl JIekaBIas Ha
ero Jimile, ucuesna O6e3 ciea, YCTYIUB MeCTO TEIUION YJIBIOKe, 3HAKOMOU TOJILKO CaMbIM OJTM3KUM
monsiM. Takoil yJIBIOKOM OH BCTpedal He MUHHUCTPOB, He WieHOB ['ocymapcTBEHHOro coBeTa W He
I€HEepaJioB, a CBOUX JIETEH.

— Jlo6poe yTpo, Mou OApHIIITHH.

Codust iepBoii 6pocmiiach K otiy. OH, CJIOBHO 3apaHee 0XKUJasi 3TOro, YCIie CHATh MepUaTKu
U, JIETKO MOAXBATUB JIOYb HA PYKH, 3aKPYKUJ ee TI0 KOMHATe.

— C no6peiM yTpom, CoHeuka.

— INanenbKa, BB OMATH PadOTAM C CAMOTO paccBeTa?

— J'ocynapcTBo MMeeT CKBEPHYIO IIPUBBIUKY IPOCHINIATHCS PAHBIIE CBOUX MUHHUCTPOB.

— W 410 e 0HO XOTeIO0 ceromHs?

OH 3aroBOpPIIMYECKU TTOHU3KI TOJIOC.

— He nosepuilib... I1eHer.

Muxaun Tuxo (pbIpKHYJI.

— Kak u Bcerga.

— VIMeHHO TI03TOMY, MOJIOZION YeJIOBEK, 1 OUeHb HAJICI0Ch, UTO CETOMHS Thl HE COOMPAEIIIbCs
CHOBA IPOUTPHIBATH UX B KapTHL.

— IlanenskKa...

— Yro?

— Ceronns aeHb poxjeHus Jluzet. Xots Obl CEroqHs He HAUMHANTE.

Orery paccMesiicsl HETPOMKO M TETLI0, KaK CMEIOTCSI JIIO/IM, KOTOPBIM MO-HACTOSIIIIEMY XOPOIIIO
aoma.

IMopmoiins k Enn3zaBere, OH HECKOIBKO MTHOBEHHIA MOJTYa CMOTpPEIT Ha Joub. OT 3TOro B3misiia
OHa BAPYT MMOYYBCTBOBaJIa ce0si COBCEM MAaJIEHBKOM, XOTs ellie HeaBHO cama yoexaana Coduio, uto
C BOCEMHA/IIIATHIM THEM POKICHUS HUYero He N3MEHUTCS.

— BocemHaanarh... — TUXO MPOU3HEC OH, OY/ITO CaM He MOT IIOBEPUTh, KaK OBICTPO MTPOJIETENN
TOodbl.

OCTOpPOXKHO KOCHYBIIIUCH JIAJJOHBIO €€ IeKH, OH JIACKOBO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Korpa 181 ycniena Beipactu, Jlnzer?

— He 3na10, marneHbKa.

OH nokauaJ roJioBou.

— A MHe KaxeTcs, elle BUepa Thl CTapaTeIbHO BHIBOAMIIA CBOE IMS M CEPIIMIIACH, TIOTOMY YTO
OykBa «7K» HHKaK He XoTeJa MoayJaTbes. [ poauTenedt 1eT HUKOraa He B3pOCIICIOT Tak OBICTPO,
KaK MM KaKeTCsl CaMUM.

CrosioBast MOCTENEHHO HAIOIHSIIACH PUBBIYHBIM YTpeHHUM 1ryMoM. CepeOpsiHble IprHOOpHI
HErpoOMKO TO3BSIKMBAJIM O TOHKUI (papop, CKBO3b pacniaxHyThle OKHA TSHYJIO CBEXKECTBIO €aja, a
COJTHEYHBIE JTy4H, OTPaKasiCh B XPYCTAJIbHBIX IrpauHax, pacCHITIUCh MO0 OETOCHEKHON CKaTepTu
30JIOTUCTBIMU OJTUKAMHU.

3a 3TUM CTOJIOM HUKOTJa HE TOBOPHJIM I'POMKO. DTO MPABKJIO CYIIECTBOBAJIO B JOME CTOJIBKO
JIET, YTO YK€ HUKOMY HE NPHUXOOJUJIIOChL O HEM HAIIOMHHATL, U JIMIIb MI/IX&I/IHy BpEMs OT BPEMCHU
yAaBAJIOCh HAPYIIaTh YCTAHOBUBIIMICS MOPSAIOK.

— IMaBen AHapeeBrY, — MPOU3HEC OH C CAMBIM CEPbE3HBIM BUJIOM, MIPOTATHBAS TBOPEIIKOMY
MyCTYIO YalliKy, — He OyJeTe JIi CTOJb JTI0Oe3HbI COOOIIUThL KyXapKe, YTO BApeHbEe CErOqHs yIaioch
0co0eHHO Xxopomio? f rOTOB BHIPa3UTh €l CBOI0 UCKPEHHIOI OJaroJapHOCTb... KeJaTeIbHO BMeCTe
CO BTOPOI1 MOPIUEN.

JIBOpelKHii, COXpaHSIBIIMI HEBO3MYTUMOCTD JIA)KE B CAMBIX HEJIETIBIX OOCTOSITENILCTBAX, YyTh
CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY.

— Henpemenno nepenam, Muxaun Anekceesnd. [lymaio, Mapda EropoBHa Oyaer ocobeHHO
MpU3HATEJIbHA BaM 3a CTOJIb BHICOKYIO OLICHKY €€ Tpy/a.
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— Bor Buguins, manenska? XoTh KTO-TO MEHSI IIOHUMAET.

— Ommbaenibcsi, — CIOKOMHO OTBETHJI OTEll, pa3BOpauMBasi CBEKyl raszery. — IlaBen
AnnpeeBnd nonumaet He Teds1. OH MPEKPaCHO 3HAET, YTO Yepe3 MTh MUHYT Thl MTOMPOCHUIIIb TPETHIO
MOPLIHIO.

3a cTonoM pazfaics JpyKHBIA CMeX.

Muixaun TeaTpajibHO TIPYIKAT JIAIOHb K CEpIITy.

— He oxupaan monoOGHOro HeoBepUsi B COOCTBEHHOW CeMbe.

— Henosepusa? — Bmemanach Cogust. — Tel Bep BUepa ToOke TOBOPUJ, YTO ChEIIb BCETO
OfIHYy OYJIOUKY.

— U 4ro?

— WX ObUIO 111ECTb.

— 310 OBUIM OYEHb MAJICHBKUE OYJIOUKH.

— CoBceM KpollleyHble, — C CaMbIM Cepbe3HBIM BUAOM ToaTBepawia Ennzasera.

Muixann 6eCroMOIITHO pa3Bell pyKaMH.

— I1poTUB Takoro co3a MHE HE BBICTOSITh.

Orery OITyCTHII Ta3eTy U C YJIBIOKOM MOCMOTpeI Ha JeTedl. B Takre MUHYTHI €ro JIMIO yAUBH-
TEJIbHO MEHSIJIOCh: Ficue3ajia IPUBBIUHAS CTPOrOCTh, COMTPOBOXKAABINAS 3aceJaHus1 [ ocygapcTBEHHOTO
COBETa ¥ ayJUeHINU Y Tocyaapsi, yCTynasi MECTO YeJIOBEKY, KOTOPbIN MOMyda HCKPEHHEe yIOBOJIb-
CTBHE OT CaMOro MPOCTOrO CEMEMHOTO 3aBTPaKa.

— 3Haere, — 3a[yMYMBO IPOU3HEC OH, MIOMEIIMBAs Yail, — MHe MHOrJa KaxeTcs, 4ro ['oc-
TO/Ib HArpaJnjI MEHsI CaMbIM CTPAaHHBIM CEMENCTBOM BO Bcell Poccuiickoit umnepun.

— [ouemy :xe ctpanHbIM? — ynuBuiach Cocus.

— IMoTtomy 4TO cTapiuas A04b C JETCTBA YUTAET OOJIbIIIE, YeM MHOTHE YHUBEPCUTETCKUE MPO-
(peccopa.

OH c ynbiOKo# ocMoTpen Ha Enuzasery.

— CpenHuil ChIH UCKpEHHE YOeX/IeH, YTO CO3J]aH MCKITIOUUTENIBHO Il TOTO, YTOOBI PA30PHUTh
COOCTBEHHOTO OTIIA.

— 3T0 BpeMEHHOe yBJICUeHHE, — HEBO3MYTHUMO 3aMeTHJ1 MuxauJ.

— OueHb Ha 3TO HAJEI0Ch.

Teneps B3 Anekcess Hukonaesnya ocranosuiicst Ha Codun.

— A mutaamasi 1o4b yMyzapsieTcsl y3HaBaTh BCE HOBOCTH PaHbIIlE, YeM OHM YCIEBAIOT Mpo-
W30MTH.

Codus pocwusina.

— IlpaBna?

— Jlaxe He crpalMBaii, OTKyJja MHE U3BECTHO, YTO CETOJHS YTPOM Thl CHOBA IMOAICITYIIABANIA
y ABEpU MOEro KabuHeTa.

HleBouka 3amepria.

— Kro Bam ckazan?

— Huxro.

— Torna...

Orery IyKaBoO YJIBIOHYJICSI.

— IMoTtomy uTO s BUzIEN TBOIO T€Hb TOJ IBEPHIO.

Cto0BY10 BHOBb HarojHWI cMeX, a Codusi, CMyIIEHHO 3aKPbIB JIMIIO JIAJOHSIMU, TUXO MPO-
6opMoTana:

— 4 nymasna, BBl HE 3aMETHJIM. ..

— Mos goporasi, MUHUCTpPBI IOPOH 3aMeYaloT BElIY KyJa MeHee OYEeBUIHbIE, — OTBETUII OH,
JIACKOBO YJIBIOHYBIIKCh. — 3a JIIOOOMBITCTBO 1 HE cepKych. JIMIb Obl OHO BCeraa MpUBOAUIO TeOs
K 3HAHUSIM, a HE K CIUICTHSIM.
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JleBouKa ¢ Takol Cepbe3HOCTHIO KMBHYJIA, CIOBHO TOJIBKO UTO MOJIyYMJIA OIMH U3 BaXKHEMIINX
’KU3HEHHBIX YPOKOB.

Haranbst CepreeBHa, 10 cux mop Moimya HaOMIOaBIast 32 pa3sroBOPOM, MOCTaBUJIA YAIKY Ha
OJIoIIe ¥ TIOCMOTpEJia Ha MyXa C TOM e/IBa 3aMETHOM YJIBIOKOW, KOTOpasi HEM3MEHHO TMOSIBJISLIACh
BCSIKUI1 pa3, KOrja OH MIPUHUMAJICS] BOCIIUTHIBATH JETEH.

— Augekceii HukonaeBnd, Bbl COOMPAIIHCh MO3/IPABUTh UMEHUHHUILY, & BMECTO STOTO yCIIEIN
MPOYUTATh HPABOYYEHHS BCEM OCTATbHBIM.

OH BMHOBATO pa3Bes pyKamu.

— Bunumb nu, Hatanes CepreeBHa, NpUBBIYKA.

— locynapcrBennas?

— OruoBcKas.

Oma nuIIb MoKavasa rojloBoy, HO B ee B3MJIse ObUIO CTOJIBKO TETIa, YTO HE OCTABAJIOCh COMHE-
HUI: UIMEHHO TaKUM YeJIOBEKOM OHA KOTJIa-TO TIOMOOMIA CBOETo OyIyIero Myxa.

[MonusBiMCch U3-3a crona, Anekceit HukonaeBuu nopomien k Enmzasere. PasroBopsl camu
co00ii CTHXJIH, a B €T0 I71a3aX MOSBIIOCHh BhIPAXKEHUE, KOTOPOTrO OHA JaBHO He BUzena. Tak oH cMOT-
peJl Ha Hee TOJBKO TOI/A, KOIja BCIIOMMHAI MaJIEHbKYIO J€BOYKY, COBCEM HE/IaBHO JIEPKaBIIYIOCS
3a ero pyky.

— Ha npasanuke s nogapio tebe nmogapok, Jiuzer.

— Xopo11o, ManeHbKa.

Codus BOpyr axHyJa ¥ NOAINIPHITHYJIA HA CTYJIE.

— 41 xe roBopuia! { cpa3y noHsa, 4YTO MareHpka 4To-To npsyer!

Muxaun paccMmesics.

— Hu cexkynnapsl B 3ToM He comHeBascs. Ellle HEMHOro, ¥ Thl HEIPEMEHHO Y3Haellb, I
MMEHHO.

— Vike y3HaJ1a.

B cronoBoii Bolapuiace TUIIMHA.

Anekceil HukonaeBnd MeJICHHO MOIHSIT OPOBH.

— Heyxenu?

Jlvis Teneps Codust noHsia, yro nporopopuiiack. Mcnyranno nepesens B3rmisn ¢ Jluzer Ha
Marthb, 3aTeM Ha Muxansa, OHa CJIOBHO HAJIesl1ach, YTO KTO-HUOY/b CIIACET €€ OT HEJIOBKOTO MOJIOXKe-
HUSL.

[TepBbIM paccMmesiics OTell, U yxe yepe3 MrHoBeHue cmesuiich Bee. Haxe [laBen AHgpeeBuy,
HEM3MEHHO COXPaHSBIINN Oe3YKOPU3HEHHYIO CEPhe3HOCTh, TIO3BOMIMI ceOe e/lBa 3aMETHYIO YJIBIOKY.

keksk

K Beuepy nom npeoOpasmiicsi 10 Hey3HaBaeMocTH. C HACTYIUIEHHEM CyMepeK AECSITKU OKOH
BCIIBIXHYJIM TETUIBIM CBETOM, OTPAXKasiCh B 3€PKAJIbHBIX CTEKJIAX OpaHKEPer M HENOIBMKHOM Tiia u
craporo npyza. [1o mupokoii noxbe3aHOM ajuiee oHa 3a IPyro Mogbe3Kajli KapeThl, JJaKeu TOPOII-
JIMBO PACTaXvBaJIU ABEPLIbI, IPUHUMAsI MEXOBbIE HAKUAKY M IIMJIMHAPHI, a HA/l KPbUIBIIOM, YKpaIlieH-
HBIM TUPJISTHIAMU U3 JKUBBIX O€JIbIX PO3 M MOJIOJBIX JIMIIOBBIX BETBEH, yKe 3Bydalia My3blKa HEOOIb-
IIOT0 CTPYHHOT'O OPKECTpa.

Oco6HsIK MUHHCTpa (PUHAHCOB B TOT Beuep MPUHUMA TOYTH BECh CTOJIMYHBIN CBEeT. B mapaj-
HBIX 3aJ1aX HEPOMKO IE€PEroBapyBAICh MUHMUCTPBI, CEHATOPbl, F€HEPasbl, THOCTPAHHbIE JUILIO-
Marthl, PUBOPHBIE 1aMbl ¥ ODUIIEPhI IBAPANH, M KA3aJI0Ch, OYATO cCaMa CTOJIMIA HA HECKOJIBKO YacoB
repeceiiach Moj Ty KPBILITY.

OpnHako CToMIIo IIepeMOHUIMENCTepy 0OOBSBUTH O MPUOBITUH ABI'YCTEHIIINX FOCTE!, KaK pasro-
BOPBI CaMH COOOM CMOJIKJIM, & TPUCYTCTBYIOIIHE TIOUYTUTEHHO PACCTYIHIIVCh.

Nmnieparop Bolies B 3aJ1 HETOPOILIMBOM MOXOJKOU Yes0BeKa, JABHO MPUBBIKILETO K TOMY, UTO
KaXJ0e ero ABMKEHHEe CTAHOBUTCS MPEIMETOM BCeOoOIero BHUMaHus1. Pa1om ¢ HUM 1uta umMriepa-
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10. Mapuu. «Kyna nerdr xypabiin»

TPUIIA, IepKaBIIasiCsl C TEM PEJKUM JOCTOMHCTBOM, KOTOPOE He HYKJAJIOCh HU B TIOKA3HOM CTPOTO-
CTU, HA B JIEMOHCTPATUBHOM BEJIMYABOCTH.

MuHuCTp BMecTe C Cynpyroil BCTpeTWIM MX y Bxoaa. Asnekcell HukomaeBud yxke CKIOHWI
rOJIOBY ¥ HavaJsl MPOU3HOCHUTD TIOJIOKEHHBIE CJIOBA IPUBETCTBUS, HO TOCYaph, HE JOCITYIIaB OpUIH-
aJIbHYI0 (ppasy /10 KOHIIA, JOOPOMYIIHO YIBIOHYJCS U KPETKO MOXKaJl €My PYKY.

— IlonHo Bam, Anekceil Hukonmaesnu. CerofiHs Mbl IpUexaid He K MUHUCTPY, a K CYACTII-
BOMY OTILIY.

Nmnieparpuiia, orisiieB Mpa3aAHUYHO YKPAIIEHHBIN 3aJ1, MOKavasia rojoBOM.

— IlpusHatock, s qaxe HEMHOTO OOMKeHa.

Bce ynuBiieHHO IOCMOTpesH Ha Hee.

— Takyto UMEeHUHHHITY ClIe/IoBajio Obl MO3APaBIATh B 3UMHeM JBopiie. He monnMaro, nouemy
BBl PEIVJIN YCTPOUTH MPA3JHUK Oe3 HAIIero yJacTHsl.

Nmrieparop TMXO paccMesIcs.

— Mapus degopoBHa, eciiu cieioBaTh Balllel JOTMKe, HaM TMPUJIETCS] OTKPHITh BO JBOPIIE
JETCKYIO.

OHa c MpUTBOPHBIM HEIOYMEHUEM MTOCMOTpeSia Ha MyKa.

— Tlouemy xe?

— IMoTtomy uTO, Cys O BceMy, y HAC TIOSIBIJICS €llle OIUH PeOCHOK.

Io 3amy mpokatusicsi TOOPOAYIIHBINA CMeX, a UMIIEPATPHIIA, HEe CKPbIBasi YJIBIOKH, CIerka Koc-
HYJIaCh BEEPOM €ro IljIeya.

— T'ocynapb, BBl HEBO3MOKHBI.

— 3aro yecTeH.

[NepeBens B3I HA MUHUCTPA, OH 100ABUIT:

— Ilpusnaiitecsh, Anekceit Hukosaesuu, Beib Bce Mbl IOHEMHOT'Y cuuTaeM JIuzer cBoei.

— Il MeHs1 9TO Bhicovaiiinas yectb, Baie Mimnepatopckoe Benuuectso.

B 3Ty MUHYTY IBeépH TOCTUHOW BHOBb PaclaXHYJIMCh, U Pa3rOBOPHI MTHOBEHHO CTHIXJIU.

Enu3aBera mensieHHO BOIILIA B 3aJl.

Ha Heii ObUTO MJIaThe W3 JIETKOTro OJI0ro IiejKa, TOYTH JIUIIIEHHOE JParolieHHOTro yOpaHCTBa.
Kazanoce, mopTHHXa CO3HATEHHO OTKA3aJ1ach OT BCETO, YTO MOIJIO Obl 3aTMUTh MOJIOZIOCTb XO3SIHKH
Beuepa. JIumb ToHvaiiIee Kpy:keBo MATKUMH BOJIHAMY CHAAJIO C IU1eY, a Y3KUN cepeOpUCTBIi TOsIC
el[Ba 3aMETHO MOIYEPKUBAT TOHKYIO TAJTHIO.

Ho Gosnbitie Bcero B3I MPUTATUBAIM HE TUIAThE W HE JKeMYYT.

B cBemibie Bomock! Enm3aBeTs ObLT BIJIETEH BEHOK U3 OEJIBIX MOJIEBBIX PO3, BACUIIBKOB M MOJIO-
JbIX BETOYEK MHPTA, OTYEro OHA Ka3zajach HEe MPUIBOPHOM KpacaBUIIEH, a caMOM PyCCKOW BECHOM,
HEOKUIAHHO BOIIE/IIIEH O] CBOIBI MeTepOypPrcKoro OCOOHSKA.

Nmnepatpuiia nepBoii nofgonuia K AeByike. He noxumasch 1epeMoHMiA, OHa TEIUIo OOHsIIa
ee, B3sJIa JIAJOHSMH 3a JIMIO U HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHUI MOJTYa CMOTpesia Ha Hee C TO MaTepUHCKOW
HEXHOCTBIO, KOTOPYIO HUKOT/IA He TIHITAIaCh CKPBIBATH JIaxke Ha OOUIMATIBHBIX TTPUEMaXx.

— C gHeMm poxaeHusi, Most goporas Jluzer.

— buaronapio Bac, Bame Mmnieparopckoe BenmuecTso.

— Her, — msrko nepeduiia ee rocyaapbiHs, MoKayaB rojioBoid. — CeroaHsi HUKaKuxX TUTYJIOB.
CerofHs THI TPOCTO HAIlla MMEHUHHUIIA.

EnuzaBera GnmaropapHo yibIOHYIACh.

[Moutu cpasy Beiies 3a UMIIepaTpUIIed K Held OBICTPBIM IIIAroM TOJIONUIA BeJIMKash KHSKHA.

— Jluzer... HakoHen-T1o!

He cnepxaBiich, oHa Kpenko OOHsiIa MOJPYTY.

— BynTo MbI He BUIETUCH TIETYI0 BEYHOCTb.

— LenbIX Tpu AHS.

— DTO0 JCUCTBUTEIILHO BEUHOCTb.
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10. Mapuu. «Kyna nerdr xypabiin»

O06e paccmesUCh.

TeM BpeMeHeM TOCTH OJVH 3a IPyrvM MOAXOAWIIM C MO3ApaBieHusIMUA. KTO-TO mpenomqHoCcu
peIKue KHUTU B IOPOTHUX MepervieTax, KTo-TO IParoleHHOCTH, KTO-TO albOOMBI C TpaBIOpaMu, Kap-
THHBI, CTApUHHBIE Yackl uin apgop. EnuzaBera Ormarogapuia Kaxaoro OQMHAKOBO UCKPEHHE, He
M03BOJIsISI ceOe HU TeHHW CKYKU WM YCTAJIOCTH, XOTS TMOTOK MO3/IPaBJIeHNH, Ka3aJloch, HE COOUpaICs
3aKaHYMBAThCS.

JIumb oiMH YenoBeK He CIeIvT MPUOIU3UThCS.

VY nasnpHEel KOJOHHBI, IOYTH CKPBITHIN B TEHU BHICOKHMX MAJIbM, CTOST BEJIMKHIA KHs13b [letp.

OH MouTH He Y4acTBOBAI B pa3roBOpax, He TAHIEBAT U MOYTH He yabioaiics. Ero B3rsn pas
3a pa3oM BosBparaics K EnuzaBere, CIOBHO OCTaJIbHBIE TOCTH MEPECTAN ISl HETO CYIIeCTBOBATD.

Wmnepatop 3ameTws1 3T0 paHblie Ipyrux. IlepexBaTtvB B3IV CYNpPYrd, OH €/1Ba 3aMETHO
B3JI0XHYJI, HO HIUEro He CKa3all.

[pazaHuK nponomkancs CBOMM depeioM. My3blKa BHOBb HAIIOJHUIIA 3aJ1, TOCTU TIOCTETIEHHO
MIePEXOIIN B COCEIHUE KOMHATHI, T/Ie YK€ ObUIM HAKPBITHI CTOJNBI, JIAKEU OECIIyMHO OTKPBIBAJIH
[IAMITAaHCKOE, & Pa3roBOPbl CTAHOBWIUCH Bce oxkuBieHHee. U Tonbko Anekcelt HukonmaeBudu Heoxu-
JaHHO MOAHSJICS CO CBOETO MeCTa.

— Jpy3bs MOH...

Herpomkoro ronoca oka3anoch JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI B 3aJ1e€ BOLAPHMIIACH THUIIIUHA.

— IMo3BosIbTE MHE OCTaBUTH MOCIIEAHUH MTOJAPOK 3a COOOM.

OH nocMmoTpe Ha 104b. B ero B3misiae He ObLI0 HY TOPKECTBEHHOCTH, HY JKEJIAHU S TIPOM3BECTH
Brieuaryienue. JIMIb CrokoiHasi, rimy0okast J1000Bb, KOTOPYIO HEBO3MOKHO BHIPa3UTh HU BHICOKMM
YMHOM, HU KPACHUBBIMHU CJIOBAMHU.

— Jluzer... nogoiam Ko MHe.

EnuzaBera crienaia HECKOJIBKO IIAroB HABCTpevy OTILy. B orpoMHOM 3asie cTajio Tak TUXO, YTO
OBLIO CJIBIIIIHO, KaK MOTPECKUBAIOT CBEUU B OPOH30BBIX KaHEIA0paXx.

Anekceit HukonmaeBu4 JOCTan M3 BHYTPEHHEro KapmaHa HEOOMNbIIOW (PyTassp, OOTSHYTHIH
TEMHO-CUHUM 0apXaToM, U, PACKPBIB €ro, MoKa3as 30JI0TyI0 OpOIllb B BU/E IIBETYIIIEH BETBU IIIUTIOB-
HUKa. Kaxapiid nenectok ObUT BBIMOJIHEH C MOPA3UTEIbHOM TOHKOCTBIO, KEMUYKMHBI M300pakasiu
eBa PacKpbIBIIMECS OYyTOHBI, & KPOIIEUYHBIE aMa3bl, PACCHIIAHHBIC O JIUCThSIM, OTPaXaaud CBET
COTEH CBeueid, CJIOBHO Ha HUX JIpOXaJla yTPEHHSsI poca.

OcCTOpOXKHO B3$IB OpOIIIb, OTEI] COOCTBEHHOPYYHO MPUKOJION €€ K IJIaThIO I0YepH U HECKOJIBKO
MTHOBEHMI MoJT4aj, OyITo mogdupasi caoBa, KOTOPbIE OCTAHYTCS C HEH Ha BCIO KU3Hb.

— CeromHs TH BCTyMaeIlb BO B3POCITYIO X1U3Hb. 1 He MOry 3HaTh, Kakoi oHa Oyner. He cymero
yOepedb TeOs1 OT BCeX pa304apoBaHUI v HE CMOTY ITPOUTH STOT ITyTh PSIIOM € TOOO# 10 CaMOro KOHIIA,
HO X041y, YTOObI, HaZieBasi 3Ty OpOIIlb, THl BCEI/Ia IOMHUIIA OHY MPOCTYIO Belllb.

OHn GepekHO KOCHYJICS 30JI0TOM BETOUKH.

— Po3bl mpekpacHsl, MOKa 32 HUMU YXaKMBAIOT, a IIMMIOBHYK LIBETET TaM, T/ie JPYTUM LIBETaM
yXe He xBataeT cuil. Ecim ogHaxabl cyap0a npuBeseT 1eds Tyaa, e CTaHeT TPYAHO, OJMHOKO HJIH
CTpAIIIHO, BCTIOMHH CETOAHSIIITHUNA Beuep, BCIIOMHU Halll IOM M HUKOI/A He 3a0bIBail, MOsI IEBOYKA,
YTO OBl HH CIIYYMJIOCH, Tl BCET/Ia OblIa M BCErJa OCTAHEUbCS JTIOOMMOI.

B rnazax EnuzaBers 3a05ectenu cines3bl. OHa HUYETo He CKa3ala, JIMIIb KPErKo OOHsIa OTLa, 1
HUKTO M3 TPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX HE PEIIMIICS HAPYIIUTh 3Ty MUHYTY aryloqucMeHTaMu. Kaxaplii moHu-
MaJl, 4TO ceivac mepeji HUMH CTOsUT He MUHUCTP Poccuiickorl MMIEepru v He OMH U3 CaMbIX BJIHSI-
TEJIbHBIX TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX JIIOZIEH CTPaHBI,  OTEl], TOBOPUBILHUI C JOYEPBIO S3bIKOM JIIOOBH, TOHST-
HBIM KaXXJIOMY Y€JIOBEKY.

Korga Mys3bika BHOBb 3a3Byuasia MoOJ] BHICOKMMU CBOJIAMHM 3aJia, JIAKEU MPOAOUKIIIM Pa3HO-
CUThH IIAMIIAHCKOE U JIETKME 3aKYCKH, a TOCTU MOCTENEHHO pa3OMIMCh Ha HeOObIIMe KPYKKH, Ie
yXke 00CyX1a11 TIOCTIeIHNE CTOJIMYHbIE HOBOCTH, MpeACTOsIImiA ce30H B [leteprode u, pazymeercs,
BUHOBHUILY CETOIHSIITHETO Bevepa.
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10. Mapuu. «Kyna nerdr xypabiin»

EnuzaBera ezia ycrieBasia mMpuHUMATh MO3paBieHusi. KTo-To MpocuI OCTaBUTh 32 HUM Cliey-
IOIIHUI TaHell, KTO-TO PAacCIpaIliBal O e IJIaHaX, MOKUJIbIE JaMBl C MATEPHUHCKON HEXXHOCTBIO JII000-
BAJIUCh €€ MOJIOZIOCTHIO, & MOJIOJbIe O(PUIIEPBI CTAPATUCh XOTSI Obl HA HECKOJIBbKO MUHYT MPHBJICYD
BHUMAaHVE IMEHUHHUIIBI.

Haranbsa CepreeBHa HaOoaa 3a J0UEPhIO C TUXOW YIILIOKOH.

— OHa cerofiHsi yAMBUTENIBHO XOPOIIIa, — HETPOMKO IMPOU3HECNIA CTOSIBIIAS PSAIOM KHATHUHS
lNonuupina.

— bularonapio Bac.

— Her, noporast Mos1, 3T0 BoBce He o0e3HOCTb. [locMOoTpHTe camMu: KaskeTcs, BeCh 3al repe-
CTaJl 3amMevaTh KOoro-ymoo, kpome Baiei Jlnzer.

Haranbst CepreeBHa nepeBesnia B3IJIsi Ha 104b. Enm3aBeTa JeMCTBUTENBHO CIIOBHO CBETHIIACK.
He nparonieHHOCTH, He O€Jbli IIEJK TUIAThsl U Jake HEe BEHOK M3 TMOJIEBBIX I[BETOB JIeJalN ee Tpe-
KpacHo#. Ee ykparana MosonocTs, Ta yIuBUTEIbHAS TIOPA, KOT/IA YeJIOBEK ellle He 3HAET HACTOSIIETO
ropsi ¥ IOTOMY CMOTPHUT Ha MUP OTKPBITHIM CEPIIIIEM.

Kusaruns cierka HakJIOHWIach K Hew.

— A rpa¢ Cepreit BapnamoB, kaxeTcsi, BOBCe 3a0bLI, UTO AEPKUT B pyKax OoKall.

BBICOKHMIT TEMHOBOJIOCHII MOJIOAOH YeJIOBEK JEUCTBUTEIBLHO HE CBOOWI IV1a3 ¢ Enn3aBersl.

— IIpekpacHast mapTusi, — npoposrkana KHsruas. — Crapmmii cbiH rpaga Bapnamosa, Oe-
crsamee oOpa3oBaHue, COCTOSTHHAE, UMSL... 1a U OO0 HEOOBIKHOBEHHO XOPOIII.

K pasroBopy npucoenuHmIach eie oaHa Jama.

— Ecu Ob1 y MeHs ObUIa J10Ub, s1 OBl MOJIMJIACH UMEHHO O TaKOM CYIIpyTe.

— T'oBopAT, TOCcynapb TOXe BeCbMa pactoiokeH K MOJIooMy rpady.

— U He 6e3 npuuMHBL. YMHBIA, BOCIUTAHHBIN, YECTOMIOOUBBIN, HO COBEPIIEHHO 0e3 BBICOKO-
MepHs.

Haranbst CepreeBHa CrOKOMHO BbICTyIIAIa COOECETHMIT ¥ JIUIIIb TIOCIIe KOPOTKOH Tay3bl OTBe-
THJIA:

— 4] HuKOrJa He cTaHy BHIOMpATh MyXka BMECTO JJOUEpH.

JlamMbl yITUBJICHHO TIEPETIISTHYIHCh.

— Ho pasBe poautenu He AOJDKHBI AymMaTh O OyaylieM CBOMX JeTei?

— JIOKHBI, — MSTKO COTJIACHIIaCh OHA M MocMoTpena Ha EnnzaBety, cMesiBIIyIocs Ha/l KaKkow-
TO IIyTKOW BEJIMKOW KHSKHBL. — VIMEHHO MOSTOMY 51 XO4y, YTOOBI OHAX/Bl OHAa cama BhIOpasa
YeJIoBeKa, PAIoM C KOTOpbIM OyIeT cuacmiuBa. Bece octanbHOe MOXHO PUOOPECTH WITH MOTEPSTh, a
JYIIEBHBIN MMOKOW JOCTAETCS YeJIOBEKY ropas/io pexe.

[Noxuiible MaTPOHBI TOHUMAIOIIE 3aKMBAJIH, XOTS KaXJasi U3 HUX, 0€3 COMHEHHMSI, OCTAIaCh IPH
CBOEM MHEHUH.

B 310 camoe Bpemsi ¢ HMPOTHBOIOJIOKHON CTOPOHBI 3aJla MOCIHBIIANICS CACPKAHHBIA CMEX.
Nmnepatop, 6ecenoBaBIInil ¢ MUHUCTPOM MHOCTPAHHBIX JIeJT, HEOKMIAHHO TTOBEPHYI rofoy. M3-3a
TSDKEJION OapXaTHOM MOPThePbl OCTOPOXKHO BBITJISIHYJIA CBETIOBOJIOCAsT IETCKasl TOJIOBKA.

Ito0 6buta Codus.

Omna ObUIa COBEPIIEHHO YBEpEHa, YTO HUKTO €€ He 3aMeTWJI, ¥ MOTOMY MEAJIEHHO, CTapasich
CTyMaTh KaK MOXHO THIIIE, TPOCKOJIb3HYJIA B 3aJ1, Cpa3y e CHPSTABIIMCH 32 O'POMHOI MajJbMOH B
pacIuCHOM KaJIKe.

— U kyna e 3T0 Mbl HanpaBJIsieMcsi? — pa3galicsl HaJl CaMbIM YXOM JOOPOIYIITHBIN MYKCKOU
roJIoc.

Codus Tak B3IpOrHysia, YTO €Ba He BCKPUKHYJIA.

[Nepen Heii cTOST HACIEAHUK TIpeCTONa, IiecapeBud HuKonaii, ¢ TpyoM CKpBIBABIINN YIIBIOKY.

— Bame Mmnieparopckoe BricouecTso...

— 3aroBop? — ¢ caMbIM CE€pPbE3HBIM BUAOM CIIPOCUJI OH.

JleBouKa SHEPruyHO 3aMOTaJIa TOJIOBOM.
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— Torga, MOXeT OBITD, IIITHOHAX ?

— Her...

— 3Hauut, Tede MPOCTO OUeHb XOTEIOCh IIOCMOTPETh Ha MIPA3AHUK ?

Cocust BUHOBATO OMYCTHJIA IJ1a3a.

— CoBceM HEMHOXKO...

— CrpaHHO, 2 MHE MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OYEHb MHOXKKO.

OH npoTsHy el pyKy.

— Tloitnem.

JleBouka 0OpevYeHHO BJIOKHIIIA B HEE CBOIO MAJICHBKYIO JIAIOHb.

Haranbst CepreeBHa, 3aMeTHB 0Yb, MTHOBEHHO MOOJIEAHENA.

— Consl...

B ee rosoce rpo3By4asno CToJIbKO MaTEPUHCKOTO MPEAyNPEKASHUS, YTO AEBOYKA MAITMHAIBHO
CIIpSITAJIaCh 32 HACJICAHUKA.

— IIpocture... s1 TONBKO OJHUM IJ1a3KOM...

— Ceiivac *e...

Ho noroBoputh OHa He ycrena.

Nmneparop, HaOMONABIIME 32 9TOM CIIEHOW C HECKPhIBAEMBIM YIOBOJIBCTBHEM, TPOMKO pac-
CMeSIICS.

— Haranpsa CepreeBHa, ocTaBbTe Bbl peOEHKA B TIOKOE.

Bce npucytcTByionme 06epHyIUCh K ToCyaapio.

IMomozeaB Coduio Omuske, OH C YIBIOKOM MTOCMOTpE Ha Hee.

— Tak 3T0 BBI pelwIv TalKoOM MonacTb Ha 6an?

OHa cMyIIIEHHO KUBHYIA.

— WU ynanoce?

— Iourw...

— IlouTtu TOXE CumTaercs.

Wmmnepatop nepeBen B3IV Ha CYTpyTYy.

— Bunumb, Mama? Hacrosiasi pasBequuiia pacrer.

Nmneparpuna nackoBo noraauia Coguio 1o Bosocam.

— Tonbko Bripenp He Mpstubcs 3a mTopaMu. OHU CErOfiHsI CIWIIKOM JUTUHHBIC [UIS TaKON
MaJIEHbKOH 3arOBOPIIIULIBL.

Anekca"zp AJleKCaHIPOBUY JOOPOMYIIIHO MaXHYJ PyKOH.

— Ilyctb ocraercs.

OKUMHYB B3JISIIOM MPUTUXIIUX TOCTEH, OH C HAPOUUTHIM YIUBJICHUEM MTPOU3HEC:

— Heyenu Mbl CTaHEM MPa3IHOBATh BOCEMHAIIATUIIETHE CTapIlei cecTphl 0e3 Mulaamei?

Codus mpocusiia TaK UCKPEHHE, YTO AaXe camble CTPOrue MPUABOPHBIE HEBOJIBHO YBIOHY-
JIUCb.

INono6exas k Enn3zaBere, oHa KpenKo B3sij1a ee 3a PyKy.

— Cmacu6o, rocynaps!

— Brnaromapu He MeHs1, — C yJIBIOKOW OTBETHIT MMIiepatop. — biaromgapu cBoto yiasoky. [po-
TUB Hee, 00I0Ch, OECCUITBHBI JIa)Ke UMITEPATOPHL.

[Nonb3ysick Tem, YTO BHUMaHKE TOCTEl BHOBb MEPEKJIIOUMIOCh HA MY3bIKy, EnnzaBera Hesa-
METHO OTOIILIA K BHICOKMM (PPAHITy3CKMM OKHAM, BBIXOIMBIIUM B Cajl. 32 CTEKJIOM YK€ CTyIIaJIiCh
MSATKHE MIOHBCKHE CYMEpPKH, a BIOJb JIMIOBBIX aJUlel OIUH 3a JAPYTHM 3aropajiuch Oesnbie (hoHapH,
OyITO KTO-TO OEpEeKHO pa3BEIIMBaAI MEK/y BETBSIMU MaJIeHbKHE 3BE3/bl.

— Bor T8I 11I€E.

Jluzer obepHynach.

K Heit moutu Gerom nojionia Benukas KHsbkHa Keennst Anekcannposaa. HecMoTtpst Ha crporue
MpaBuJia ABOPIIOBOI'O ITUKETA, PsiioM ¢ EnnzaBeToil 0Ha HEM3MEHHO OCTaBaJlach Toi camoit Kcenueid,
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10. Mapuu. «Kyna nerdr xypabiin»

C KOTOPOH KOTJJa-TO Urpasia B PATKH B ajutesax [lereproga u ycrpanBaia OeCKOHEUHbIE KyKOJIbHbIC
YaeTruTHS.

He roBopst HU c/10Ba, KHSIKHA KPEMKO OOHSIIA TIONIPYTY.

— C ngaem poxjenus, Jluzer.

— Cnacu6o.

Kcenus orcrynuia Ha mar ¥ BHUMaTeIbHO MOCMOTpeEia Ha Hee.

— Her... mo3Bojb MHE CHavaJ1a HAJTIOOOBATHCS.

OHa Me/IJIeHHO MoKavaJia roJI0BOM.

— PemuTesibHO HeCIpaBeIUBO.

— Yt0 umMeHHO?

— To, uro 'ocriozp pera codpars B OTHOM YeJIOBeKe cpa3y BCe.

JIuzer Tuxo paccmesiiach.

— He npeysennuusaii.

— Coscem Hert. [TocmoTtpu Ha ce6s1. Ecnu Obl st Obli1a MyKYMHOM, MHE MPUIILIIOCH Obl BHI3BATh
Ha Ay371b nonoBuHy [letepOypra.

— Kcenus!

— Yt0? 4 roBOpIO COBEPILIEHHO UCKPEHHE.

O06e paccMesUCh.

B 3Ty MUHYTY BO3JIe HUX OCTAHOBUJICSI MOJIOAON oduriep B MyHaupe JielO-rBaparu KoHHOro
TOJIKA.

BbIcOkHIA, CBETIIOBOJIOCHIH, C OTK PHITHIM JIATIOM U YIUBUTEILHO CIIOKOWHBIMU CEPHIMHU IJTa3aMHU,
OH TTOKJIOHHMJICSI CHavYaJIa BEIMKOW KHsKHE, 3ateM Enmzasere.

— Bame mnieparopckoe BricouecTso.

— I'pad Bapnamos, — npuBetmBo otBetria Keenns. — Kakasi mpusiTHasi HEOKMIAHHOCTb.

— [lo3BonMTE MO3APaBUTH UMEHUHHUILY ?

[MonyuuB yTBEpAMTENILHBIN KMBOK, OH TIOBEpHYJIcs K Enm3agere.

— EnmzaBera AjiekceeBHa... MIpUMUTE MOU Mo3ApaBiieHusi. [1o3BosbTe moxenarh Bam A0JITON
CUACTJIMBOM KU3HHU U... YTOOBI BCE BAIIIM MEYUTHI OTHAXIbI CTAJIM BOCTIOMHUHAHHSIMHU.

EnuzaBera yauBI€HHO MOAHSIA T71a3a.

— Tlouemy MMEHHO BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMU ?

Cepreii yIbIOHYJICS.

— TlotoMy uTO MeuTa, KOTOpasi UCIIOIHUIIACH, CTAHOBUTCS CAMbIM CUYACTIMBBIM BOCIIOMHUHA-
HHEM.

Heckombko MrHOBEHHI OHM MOJTYa CMOTPENTH APYT Ha Apyra.

EnuzaBeta HEOXKMIAHHO OYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK JIETKO €i PsIIOM C 3TUM 4YesioBekoM. He HykHO
ObLIO MICKATh TIOIXO/SIIINE CIIOBA, CTAPAThCs KA3aThCsl MHTEpECHee WM MTPOU3BOIUTD BIIEUATIICHHUE.
Ero criokoiicTBre pacnonarajo K OTKPOBEHHOCTH Ky/la CHIIbHEE JTIOObIX KOMIUIMMEHTOB.

Kcenus, He3ameTHO HaOmMoaBIas 3a 00OMMU, TYKaBO YJBIOHYJIAC.

— Cepreti [1aBnoBuy...

— Jla, Bame BricouecTBo?

— MHe ofHOM KaXeTcsi, WX MOC/IeHAE HECKOJIbKO MUHYT BBl CMOTPUTE UCKJTIOYUTETHHO Ha
Jluzer?

I'pad 3ameTHO cMyTHIICS.

— Borock, BB HecTipaBeUIMBbI KO MHE.

— IlpaBna?

— [lo meHblIIEl Mepe... YETBIPE MUHYTHI.

Kcenus 3BOHKO paccmesiiach.

EnuzaBera nmouyBcTBOBasIA, KaK MEKW HAYMHAIOT MTPEJATENILCKU TOPETh.

— Kcenus, nepecrab...
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— AX, TaK 51 yragana?

— Huyero Tb1 He yragana.

— Pazymeercs, — ¢ caMbIM CEpbEe3HBIM BUJIOM COITIACHJIACh KHskHA. — [Ipocto Hama JInzer
COBEPILLIEHHO CIIy4YailHO MOKpacHeJa.

Cepreii Juib yIbIOHYJICS M HE CTaJl POAOJIKATH IIYTKY, 1 IMEHHO 3Ta JAEIUKATHOCTb BIPYT
noHpasmiack Enuzasere ere 6omblire.

B 310T MOMEHT Ps1/10M MOCBIIAIUCH ILIATH.

— Bame mnieparopckoe BricouecTso.

Bce Tpoe oOepHYyIUCE.

K Hum noaxomun Benukuil KHA3b IleTp AJsiekcaHApOBHY, psIOM C KOTOPBIM IUIA BEJMKas
KkHspkHa Orbra.

Kak Bcerna, Ilerp pepxaincsi 6e3ykopusHeHHO. HU OlMH ero kecT He Hapylial MpUABOPHOTO
3THKETa, HA OJJHA CKJIaJIKa MyHIMpa He Ka3ajach ciydaiiHoil. [loknonuBummics Kcenun, o npusert-
crBoBaJ1 Cepres JIErKUM KMBKOM M JIMILIb 3aTe€M MepeBen B3I Ha Enusasery.

STOT B3MISA AJWIICS BCETO MTHOBEHHUE, HO JIM3eT HeOKUIaHHO OYyBCTBOBA/IA HEOOBSICHUMOE
OEeCITOKOICTBO.

— IMo3BoNbTE MPUCOSTMHUTHCS K BallleMy OOIIECTBY.

— Pazymeercs, asoiika, — Becesio otBetuia Kcenus.

Onpra, Temio ynsiOHyBIIMCh Enn3aBete, TUXO B3sj1a ee MOj PyKY.

— MB&I cerogHs MoYTH He BUJEITUCD.

— locreii oka3anock CAMILIKOM MHOTO.

— Wnu MOKJIOHHUKOB, — C YJIBIOKOH 3aMeTHIa KHSKHA.

Enun3aBera TOMBKO B3/10XHYJIa, HO OTBETUTh HE yCIEJa, IOTOMY YTO OPKECTP 3aurpal IepBble
TaKThl HOBOT'O BaJjibCa.

Cepreil caenast mar Brepej.

— Enm3zaBseta AnekceeBHa, OKAXETE JIM BBl MHE YECTh?

[Toutn ogHOBPEMEHHO MPO3BYYaJI IPYroy rojioc.

— [lo3BonMTe npuUrIacuTh Bac Ha ITOT TaHel?

[Netp mpousHec 3TH CJIoBa CIIOKOMHO, CJIOBHO HE 3amMeyvasi, YTo rpad yxe ycren o0paTuTbes K
VMEHUHHUIIE TIEPBBIM.

Ha Heckonbko cekyH/ NMoBUCIIA HEIOBKasl THILIMHA.

Cepreii MeIJICHHO BBIPSIMUJICS, COXpaHssl Oe3yNpeuHylo BeKIMBOCTh. [leTp mo-mpexHemy
BBIIVISIAE] COBEPIIIEHHO HEBO3MYTUMBIM, I KMEHHO 3TO CIIOKOICTBHE [IeJIaJI0 BO3HUKILIEE HAIpsiKe-
HUE elle OLyTHMEE.

Enu3aBera pactepssHHO nepeBoiuiia B3I C OAHOTO MYXKYMHBI Ha japyroro. OHa He Moria
OTKa3aTh BEJIMKOMY KHSI3I0, HO U IIPUHSATH €ro MpHIjalieHre, octaBu 6e3 oteera Cepres, 03HaYaI0
OBl HE3aCTY)KEHHO OOMIETh MOJIOZIOTro rpada.

Kcenust MrHOBEHHO YJIOBHJIA 3aMeIaTeIbCTBO OAPYTH U, CIOBHO HUYEro OCOOEHHOTO He Mpo-
WCXOJIMJIO, BECEJIO XJIOIHYJIA B JIA/IOLIH.

— Hamonika!

Ilerp nepesesn Ha Hee B3MIIAL.

— BuI Besib TONIBKO BUYepa BepHYJIUCh U3 Benbl?

— CoBepIlIeHHO BEpPHO.

— Toraa 3T0 MPOCTO HEMTPOCTUTESIBHO.

— Yt0 umMeHHO?

— YrO0 BBHI 10 CUX NOp HE paccKa3ajyd MHE, IIPaBJa JiM, YTO BEHCKHUE [1aMbl TENEpb HOCAT
nuiendbl JJIMHHEE ABOPIIOBBIX KOPUIOPOB.

Orbra TUXO paccMesiiach.

[letp enBa 3aMeTHO YIBIOHYIICS.

16
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— Borock, mogo6HsIi Boripoc TpedyeT 00CTOSITEIbHOTO OTBETA.

— Bor umenHo. A ecim Bl ceitvac yBenerte JIM3er TaHieBaTh, KTO ke YIOBJIETBOPUT MOE JII00O0-
MBITCTBO?

C cambIM HEBUHHBIM BUIoM KceHust B3sij1a AsiTio IO PYKY.

— Ipomry Bac. Heysxenu BBl OcTaBUTE JTIOOMMYIO IJIEMSIHHHILY B TAKOM HEBeXecTBe?

[Terp moovyepeano nocmorpen Ha Keenuto, 3arem Ha Enmzasety u HakoHer] Ha Cepresl.

OH noHs111 Bee.

[Tocne kOpoTKOI Nay3bl BEIMKUI KHA3b ClIErKa MOKJIOHUJICS.

— B takom ciyuae He cmero JMiaTh rpaga ero c4acTiIMBON BO3MOKHOCTH.

Cepreii OTBETHJI CTOJb ke Oe3yMPEUHBIM ITOKJIOHOM.

— buaronapio, Bame Mmnieparopckoe BricoyecTBo.

[Netp Hruero He ckazait. JIumib Ha OAHO KOPOTKOE MTHOBEHHME 3aepikai B3 Ha Ennzasere,
Y 3TOTO OKa3aJIOCh JIOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI 110 €€ CITHE MPOoOekasl e/1Ba Oy TUMbINA XOIOHOK.

CrycTst cekyH/ly OHA yKe BJIOXWIA PyKy B JafgoHb Cepres, Jaxe HE MOIO3peBasi, YTO 3TOT
KOPOTKUH IMU30/] OCTAHETCS B TAMSITH BEJIMKOTO KHS35 Ky J0JIbIIIe, YeM BECh CETONHSIIHMIIA Bevep.

I[NepBble TakTHI BaJibca YBJIEKJIM TAHITYIOIIUX B TUIABHOE BIKEHME, U Oesioe Tuiathe Enm3aBeTs!
BCKOPE PaCTBOPWJIOCH CPE/IM CBEPKAIOIIMX MYHAUPOB M JIETKHUX IIETKOBBIX I000K.

Cepreii BapiamoB TaHIeBan yBepeHHO, Oe3 Maseiiieli HapountocTr. OH IMOYTH He TOBOPHI,
JIMIIb U3peKa OTBeYas Ha c/ioBa EMM3aBeThl CIIOKOMHOM YJIBIOKOM MM KOPOTKOM Iy TKOM, 1 IMEHHO
9Ta €CTeCTBEHHOCTh YIMBUTEIILHBIM 00pa30M pacrionarajia K Hemy.

Benmukuii kHs3b [leTp mpoBoAMII TAaHITYIOTYIO MTApy B3IJISA0M, 33€pKaB ero 4yTh JObIIE, YeM
CJIEIOBAJIO.

— Jamomka...

OH He cpa3y yciblIa rojoc.

Psnom yxe crosuin Keennsi u Onbra, KOTOpble TOXe HEBOJILHO IPOCIIEIVIIN HAPABJICHUE €ro
B3MJISIZIA.

[NepBoit Hapymmna momyanue Orbra.

— Kaxercsi, BbI COBepIIIEHHO 3a0bUTH, YTO CETOHS B 3aJie MPUCYTCTBYIOT He TOJIBKO rpad Bap-
JaMoB u JIuzer.

[Netp criokoiHO NiepeBe B3MIsi Ha TIEMSTHHHII.

— He nmonmnmaro, 0 yeM THI.

Kcenus TMXo ycMexHysach.

— Pasymeercs.

Ona B3s1a ¢ mofiHOCA OOKAJ JIMMOHA/IA U 33[yMUMBO TIOKPYTHJIA €70 B PyKax.

— IIpocTo MHe moka3anock, uTo eiie HemHoro,  Cepreii [1aBioBrY HauHET YyBCTBOBATH CeOsI
00sI3aHHBIM OTKJIAHUBATHCSI BaM TIOCJIE KaXJJOro OBOPOTA BaJIbCa.

Ha ry6ax Ilerpa MenpkHY/a e1Ba 3aMeTHAsI YIIBIOKA.

— TbI CTAaHOBUIILCS CIUIIKOM HAOMIOAATEIbHOM.

— 9TO0 ceMelHoe.

Orbra TUXO paccMesiiach.

— Kcenusd 3ameyvaer Bce.

— INourtu Bce, — nomnpasuiia ee KHsKHA M CHOBA ITOCMOTpeJIa B CTOPOHY TaHITylomux. — Hano
MPU3HATh, OHU YAUBUTEIHLHO XOPOIIO CMOTPSITCSI BMECTE.

Ilerp nmpomosryai.

Kcenusi cioBHO nponomkana pa3MBIILISATh BCIyX.

— IMomuume, Osbra, Kak mareHbka OgHaKIbl MU Yaid ¢ AnekceeM HukonaeBuuem?

— IlomHro.

— Kaskercs, Torna peus 3anuia o rpacge Bapiamose.

Orbra KUBHYJIA.
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— Jla. ITanenbka ckaza, 4To peIko BCTPEYaeT CTONb JOCTOMHBIX MOJIOIBIX JIIOIEH.

— A Aunekceii HukomaeBiuY, HACKOJIBKO 51 IOMHIO, OTBETHII, YTO ObLIT ObI COBEPIIIEHHO CUACTIINB
BUZETH PSAAOM C J0YEPBIO YEJIOBEKa UMEHHO TaKOro CKJIaja.

CraenaB MaleHbKUII ITIOTOK JTMMOHaAa, KceHus noxana riedamu.

— KoHeuHo, 310 ObUT BCETO JIMIIb Pa3roBOp... HO MHOT/IA CEMEHHBIE pa3rOBOPHI OKa3bIBAIOTCS
YAVBUTEJIBHO JAJIbHOBUIHBIMMU.

Ha muue Ilerpa He aporHyn HU OgMH MycKy/. JIuIib majblbl €ro NpaBodl pyKH MEIJIEHHO
COMKHYJICh BOKPYT O€JI0i JIAWKOBOH NepuaTku, KOTOPYIO OH BCE 3TO BpeMsI JepiKajl, M TOHKas KOXka
€/1Ba CJIBIIIIHO CKPUITHYJIA MO/l YCUITUEM.

Oripra 3ameTuniia 3T0 JBUKEHUE, HO MPEIIowsIa IPOMOIYaTh.

TUIIMHY HEOXKHMJAHHO HAPYLIWJI 3BOHKUI JEBUYUI TOJIOC.

— [Nanenska! Hy ckaxure emy!

K Hum nourtn 6erom npudmkanack Cogus, a ceioM 3a Het e Muxawi, 6e3yCIielHo cTa-
pasich COXpaHUTh CEPhE3HBIN BUJI.

— Bamm Nmniepatopckue BricouecTBa, — ¢ y/IbIOKO TTOKJIOHUJICS OH.

— Yro ciayunnock? — ¢ MoOOMBITCTBOM cripocuia Keenust.

Muxann TeaTpajibHO B3JOXHYII.

— Ipomry paccynuthb Hac. COHS pelmia, 4To pa3 CeroJHs Mpa3AHUK, 3HAYUT, TpaBuIIa OOJIbIIe
HE CyILLECTBYIOT.

— Henpaspna! — rops4o Bo3pasuia A€BOUKA.

— IlpaBna.

— HemnpaBpna!

OHa cepuTO TOIHY/Ia MaJIEHbKOU TY(eTbKOM.

— 41 Bcero nMIIb cKa3ajia, YTo TOXKE XOUY TaHIIEBATh.

— W npennoxuina, YTo0bI OPKECTP UTPasl UCKIIOUMTEIBHO JTs1 TeOsI, — HEBO3MYTHUMO JOOABHIT
oOpar.

— 41 ve npennarana... — Codusi Ha MrHOBEHHUE 3a1yMaiach. — $1 oueHb yOequTesbHO Mpo-
cuja.

Kcenus paccmesiiach Tak UCKpeHHE, YTO K HUM HavaJld 000paurBaThCsl TOCTH.

[Iym npuBnek BHUMaHue uMrieparopa. [IpepBaB pa3roBop ¢ MUHUCTPOM, OH C JTIOOOIBITCTBOM
MIOCMOTPEJ B UX CTOPOHY.

— Yro 3a criop?

— Tocynapp, — orBeT1 Muxami, — MosI MJIajiasi cectpa yoekaeHa, uTo B3pocible OCTy-
MalT KpailHe HeCIpaBeJIMBO, TaHIlys 0e3 AeTei.

— Bor kak?

Anexkcanap AJIEKCaHIPOBUY C HAPOUMUTOU cepbe3HOCThIO ocMmoTpes Ha Coduio.

— W 4gro xe ThI npeiaraeninb?

JleBouKka penmTesIbHO pacrpaBuiia IJIeyH.

— HWcnpaButk 3Ty HecripaBeJIMBOCTb.

Heckomnbko cexyHI rocynapb MoJ4aj, CIOBHO BCepbe3 OOAyMbIBAJ €€ MpeasioKeHue, mocie
Yero HeoXKU1aHHO nepesen B3 Ha [letpa.

— Kasercs, 6parel, nepesi BaMu CTOUT BeCbMa OTBETCTBEHHas 3aja4a.

Benmukuiil KHs3b BIIepBBIE 32 Bech Beuep YIbIOHYIICs no-Hactosmemy. [omoiias k Codpun, oH
¢ 6e3yKOPU3HEHHOMW BEKJIMBOCTBIO CJIETKa MOKJIOHHJICS.

— CynapbiH$, OKaXeTe JI1 Bbl MHE YECTb MOJApUTh ITOT TaHel]?

JleBouKa pacTepssHHO ITOCMOTpEIa cHadana Ha Muxawia, 3ateM Ha Kcenuio.

— Mrue?

— Pasymeercs.

OHa 0CTOpPOXKHO BJIOKMJIA CBOIO MAJIEHBKYIO JIAJJOHb B €TI0 PYKY.

18



10. Mapuu. «Kyna nerdr xypabiin»

[eTp crenan HECKOMIBKO IIAroB, MOCje Yero HEOKUAAaHHO OCTAHOBHUIICS U C YJIBIOKOW TOCMOTPE
Ha CBOIO IOHYIO [TapTHEpILY.

— Borock, BO3HUKIIO OJHO 3aTpyIHEHUE.

— Kakoe?

— Ecin mb1 6yniem TaH1ieBaTh OOBIYHBIM 00Pa30M, BaM IMPHUIETCS BECh BEYep CMOTPETh HA MOU
TyTOBMUIIBI.

Codust 3BOHKO paccmesiach.

He roBopst 6ostbliie HY CJIOBA, BEJIMKHIA KHSI3b JIETKO MOJHSLI €€ Ha PYKH.

OpkecTp CJIOBHO MOYYBCTBOBAJI HACTPOEHUE 3a/1a, U BajbC 3a3Byvas msrye. [lerp Heropor-
JIMBO 3aKPYKUIICS BMECTE C JIEBOYKOM, KPENKO OOHMMABILIEH €ro 3a IIel0, a B3POCIble, yIblOasiCh,
CaMM pacCcTyNauCh Niepes] 3TOW HEOKUIAHHOM Mapoil.

Nmneparpuiia He3aMeTHO BbITEpIia BBICTYNIMBIIME OT CMeXa cje3bl, a AeKcaHap AJIeKCaHApo-
BUY, TIOKAYaB rOJIOBOM, MOA03BaA K ce0e MUHHCTpA.

— Aunekceil HukonaeBuu...

— Tocynmaps?

Nmneparop KMBHY! B CTOPOHY KpyxkuBLieics B TaHue Copuu.

— Bor ona.

— K0, Bamre Bennuecrso?

— Bynymas rposa momnonpix mognei. [ToMssHuTe Moe CJI0BO: MPOMIEeT KaKMX-HUOYIb YeThIpe
rofia, ¥ OJIOBMHA rBapyy 3a0yAeT, KaK MPaBIJIBHO JepsKaTh IITAary, 3aTo MPEKPacHO 3alTOMHHT I[BET
ee ras.

MuHucTp paccmesics.

— Torna MHe ocTaeTcs JIuIIb HaJIeAThCs, TOCyIaph, YTO K TOMY BPEMEHHM OHHM Hayyarcs eIie
1 JIOCTOMHO MPOCUTbh PYKU MOEH JI0UYEPH.

— He napgeiitech, — nykaBo yibIOHYICSA umnepatop. — OTIbI HUKOrJa He ObIBAIOT K 3TOMY
TOTOBBI.

Tem BpemeHeM OpKecTp 3aurpajl HOBbI MeJIeHHbIN BajibC. [ToMMpoBaHHBIN MapKeT OTpa)al
COTHHM OTHEM, a TAHIIyIOIIKE Mapbl IUIABHO KPYKUJIUCH [0/ BBICOKMMU CBOIAMHU 3aJ1a, I1I€ B OTPOMHBIX
3epKaJlax MHOXHUJIUCh OTOJNIECKH CBEUEH.

Cepreii yBepeHHo Ben EnmzaBery, He cTapasich yAUBUTH €€ CJIOKHBIMU (PUTypaMy WUJIM MOKa-
3aTh COOCTBEHHOE MacTepcTBO. B ero nBrskeHusaX He ObUI0 HUYEro MmokasHoro. OH TaHIeBa Tak ke,
KaK FOBOPHWJI: CLIOKOMHO, JIETKO U C TEM BHYTPEHHUM JIOCTOMHCTBOM, KOTOPOE HE HYK/aJ0Ch HU B
JO0Ka3aTesIbCTBAX, HU B OHOOPEHIH OKPYKAIOIIUX.

Hexortopoe Bpemsi oHM MoT4aIn, ¥ 3T0 MOTYaHue coBceM He Tarotuwiio. Hanporus, Ennzasera
HEOKUIAHHO TMoiMaia ceOsl Ha MBICIIH, YTO PSAAOM C TpadhoM el yIUBHUTENIBHO Jierko. OH He UCKall
OCTPOYMHBIX (ppa3, He CTPEMUJICS TTPOM3BECTH BIEYATICHHE U HE OCBINA ee OECKOHEYHBIMU KOM-
TUIMMEHTaMH, KOTOPHIMHU BECh BEUep TakK IIeIpo JEIHINCh Mosoabie opuriepsl. Kazanock, emy Obu10
JOCTATOYHO MTPOCTO HAXOAUTHCS PAIOM C HEM.

— IlpusHarbcsi, — HerpoMko rnpousHec Cepreit ocsie o4epeaHoro noBopoTa, — CErofHs
MOYTH TOXKaJEN, YTO COIJIACUIICS TIPUEXaTh.

Enu3aBera yaMBIEHHO MOCMOTpENIA Ha HETO.

— Heyxenu npa3aHuk okasajcs CTo/lb CKYYHbIM?

— CoBceM HanpoTuB.

OH yneIOHYyIICS.

— Ilpocto Tenepb MHE IPUAETCS MPU3HATh, YTO HU OJUH CJEIYIOUIMI BeUep yKe HE CMOXET
CPaBHMTBCS C ITUM.

OHa THXO paccMesiIach.

— BBl C/IMIIIKOM BEJTMKOAYIIHBI K XO35MKE J0Ma.

— Borock, J1eJ1o BOBCE HE B JOME.
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[NouyBcTBOBaB, KakK IEKN HAYMHAIOT TeTieTh, Enn3aBeTa nmocnemnmria nepeBecTy pasroBop, HO
B 3TOT CaMblil MUT 1O 3aJTy POKAaTUJICA APYKHBIA CMEX.

O06epHyBIIKCh, OHY YBUJEIN B CAMOM LIEHTpPE 3aJ1a BeIMKOro KHs3s1 [leTpa, KOTopslil, moaxBa-
B Cohuio Ha pyKH, MEJIEHHO KPYKWJICA C HEW MOJ] 3ByKH BaJlbca. [IeBOUKa CUaCTIIMBO CMEsIach,
KPEeIKo JiepKach 3a ero IUieud, a ee CBeT/Iasi Koca TO M [IeJio B3JleTana B Bo3ayx. Mimmeparpuma c
yIBIOKOW HAOMI0AANa 32 HUMHU, UMITIEPAaTOp YTO-TO BECEJI0 TOBOPUI MUHHUCTPY, a B3pOCIble, 3a0bIB O
COOCTBEHHBIX pa3roBOpax, C HICKPEHHUM YIOBOJILCTBUEM CJIC/IAIIN 32 STOW HEOKUIAHHON KapTUHOWM.

EnuzaBeta HEBOJIBLHO MpUkKala JIaJIoHb K rydam.

— Consl...

— Kasxercs, ceroqHsIHmiA Beyep oHa Oy[AeT BCIOMHHATD BCIO KM3Hb, — C YJIBIOKOW 3aMETHIT
Cepreil.

— HenpemenHo Oyrer.

— U, cmelo mpearonokuTh, Koraa-HIOyAb PACCKaXET O HEM CBOMM AETSIM.

— U BHyKaMm, — ¢ ynbIOKo# nodasuna Ennsasera.

OHU CHOBa paccMesuTUCh.

Heckonbko MraoBenuii Cepreit Mordai, CJIOBHO COOMPASICh C MBICIISIMH.

— Ilo3BonbTe 331aTh BaM OJUH Bonpoc, EnnzaBera AjiekceeBHa.

— KoneuHo.

— Yepes aBe Hepenu B Llapckom Cese HauHyTCS JeTHUE Urpbl. HaCKOIBKO MHE U3BECTHO, BBI
HEU3MEHHO MTPUHUMAETEe B HUX y4acTHe.

EnuzaBera kuBHyIa.

— Ecmu Ee Umnepatopckoe BeicouecTBO HE MpHUlyMaeT HU4ero HOBOro, TO, BEPOSATHO, J1A.

Ha ry6ax Cepres nosiBuiach ejia 3aMeTHasi yJIbIOKa.

— B Takom ciryuae MHe ocTaeTcst HaJesIThCs JIMIIb Ha OJHO.

OHa BOITPOCUTETBHO MOCMOTpEIa Ha HETo.

— YT0 BBI OKaKeTe MHE YeCTb, IO3BOJIMB COMPOBOXKIATH BAC BO BPEMSI UTD.

OH npousHec 3T cjioBa 0e3 BCAKOW PUCOBKH, TIOCIIe KOPOTKOM TMay3bl, KOTOPasi BOSHUKJIA HE
paau KpacuBoro 3(¢eKTa, a MOTOMY, UYTO YeJIOBEKY, He IPUBBIKIIIEMY TOBOPUTh O JINYHOM, BCETAa
TpyIHee nogoopaTh HyKHBIE CJIOBA.

Enu3zaBera He oTBeTHIIA Cpasy.

Ona mouyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK cepire 3a0miock HEMHOro OpicTpee. DTo He ObUIO MPU3HAHUEM B
MoOBU ¥ He 3ByJaJio oOelianueM Oyayiero. [lepe Helt CTosuT 4eioBeK, KOTOPBIH IIPOCTO XOTe Mpo-
BOJMTH C HEHl OOJIbIlIe BpEMEHU, 1 UMEHHO 3Ta MPOCTOTA HEOKUJIAHHO TPOHYJIA €e CHJIbHEE JIIOOBbIX
I'POMKUX TIPU3HAHUU.

— Jlymaio, — HakOHeIl CKa3aJjla OHa, CTapasiCh COXpaHHUTh CIIOKOUCTBUE, — eciu Kcenust He
PEIINT MOXUTUTh MEHSI PaHbIlie BCEX OCTAJIBHBIX, TO 51 C YIOBOJILCTBUEM IIPUMY Ballle MPEJIOKEeHHUE.

Cepreil TUXO paccmesiycs.

— B Takom ciyuae st TOTOB BCTYNUTDh B YECTHYIO OOpBOY Jlake C BEJTMKOU KHSKHOM.

— D10 BechMa cMeJioe peleHue, rpad.

— MHorga cMenocTb 0CTaeTcsl €AMHCTBEHHBIM CIIOCOOOM He YIYCTHTh TO, UTO IEHUCTBUTEIBHO
J0pOoro.

My3bIKa MOCTENeHHO CTHXalla, BO3Bellasi OKOHUaHUe Bajibca. Koria nocieanue akkopasl pac-
TBOPWJIMCH TOfI BHICOKUMH cBOfaMu 3aia, Cepreil OCTAHOBWIICS, TIOUTHTENBHO MOKJIOHWICS W, HE
cBofs ¢ EnnzaBeTsl CIOKOMHOTO OTKPBITOTO B3IJIsIAA, IIPOU3HEC:

— brnarogapio Bac 3a 3TOT TaHell.

Omna oTBeTHIIa YJIBIOKOH, 1ake He MOI03peBasi, YTO ITOT Beuep OCTAHETCS B AMSATU HE TOJIbKO
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BBICOKO HaJl OCBEIlIEHHBIMU OKHAMHU CTApOro OCOOHSIKA yKe MOJAHUMAJIACh TUXas Oesasi Houb.
Oma GepeskHO YKpbIBajla CBOMM CBETOM IMOCIIE/THEE CUACTIIMBOE JIETO OOJIBIIION CEMbH, TIO3BOJISAS KaXk-
AOMY U3 MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX BEPUTH, YTO BIIEPEAN HUX KACT JOJTasd U CIIOKOMHA KU3Hb.

Kakas ceemaas nopa,

Kak caadok 6030yx nao 3emaeit!

Tloka oywa ewe rona,

Tloka naoesxcoa 3a cnuHoil.
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I'maBa 2

[Ipouwto nBe Hepenm.

Mions okoHYATETbHO BCTYNIWII B CBOU ITpaBa, HanoyiHuB ajuieu Llapckoro Cena rycteiM apoma-
TOM LIBETYIIUX JIMI U CBEKECKOLIEHHOM TpaBbl. [10 yrpam IBOPLIOBBIN MapK €I11e XpaHWII MPoXJiaay,
HO K TOJTY/IHIO COJTHIIE YK€ HIeAPO 3JIMBAJIO 30JI0TUCTBIM CBETOM IHUPOKKE TOPOKKH, OeTbie KOJIOH-
HAaJIbl ¥ TUXYIO [JIaJb MPYJOB, B KOTOPBIX, Ka3aJI0Ch, OTPa)aaoch camo Heo.

JI71s1 MOJIONIEKH 9TH JTHU OBUTH CAaMBIMU JIOJITOKTAHHBIMH B TOJTY.

JleTHue Wrpsl, ycTparBaeMble UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbel, IaBHO TIepecTain ObITh JIUIIb pa3BJie-
YeHueM. 3JIech YCTpauBald MUKHUKH, KaTaJUCh BEPXOM, COCTSZAJIMCh B CTpeJbOe, Urpajid B KPo-
KET U JIAyH-TEHHUC, MOJONTY TYJSUIM MO TEHUCTHIM AJUIESIM M CMESUTUCh TaK MCKPEHHE, CJIIOBHO Ha
HECKOJIbKO CUACTJIMBBIX JHEU MPUIBOPHBIN STUKET MEPECTABAI CYILIECTBOBATD.

KomHaTtbl BENMKHUX KHS)KOH BBIXOIMJIM OKHAMU B CTAPbIN AHIJIMICKUI MapK.

EnuzaBera cujena Ha IMPOKOM MOJIOKOHHUKE, TIOJKaB TIOJ] ce0s1 HOTH, U C TAKKM YBJICUCHUEM
yuTajla KHUTY, YTO YK€ B KOTOPBIM pa3 He 3aMeyvalia, Kak KceHus nbiTaercs npuBiiedb €€ BHUMaHUeE.

— Jluzer.

OTBeTa He MocIea0BAaJIo.

— Jluzer.

B komHare no-npexHemy CTosiia TUIIHMHA.

Kcenus 1sxes10 B3AOXHYJIA U, TOKAYaB T'OJIOBOM, C YABIOKOU MTPOU3HECa:

— Ecnm s celiyac HajieHy JjBa pa3HbIX OalliMaka, Thl, OOIOCh, TOXE HUYETO He 3aMETHIIIb.

EnnzaBeTta MenyieHHO NepeBepHYyJia CTPaHMUILY.

— BeposTHee Bcero.

— Bot Buaniieb.

KHsxkHa oOeTHO YIBIOHYIaCh CBOEMY OTPaKEHHIO B BHICOKOM (DPAHITy3CKOM 3epKaJle.

— ¢I Bcera roBopuiia, YTO KHUTM OHAK/Ibl YKPAAYT TeOs Y JKUBBIX JIONEH.

JIne Teneps JIluzer noaHsa royo.y.

— ToI yTO-TO CKa3ama?

— VIMeHHO 3T0 51 ¥ UMena B BUJLY.

BunoBaro yibiOHyBIIMCh, EnM3aBeTra BIOXWIA MEXIy CTPAaHUIIAMU INEJKOBYIO 3aKJIAJIKy W
3aKpbUIa KHUTY.

— IIpocru.

— He n3BunHsiics.

Kcenus nonoruia 61mske, OCTOPOKHO B3sila TOMUK U3 €€ PYK U, B3IISTHYB Ha OOJIOXKKY, Tear-
PaJIbHO BCILJIECHY/IA PYKAMH.

— Typrenes...

OHa COKpYILIEHHO NoKayaja roJIOBOK.

— Tenepb Bce moHATHO. [IpOTHB HEro y MeHs1 HUKOra He ObLII0 HU MaJIeHIIero IaHca.

EnnzaBera Tuxo paccmesiace.

— Tel npeyBennumBaenb.

— Huckonbko.

Kcenus npucena psaaoM Ha IIMPOKUIA MOAOKOHHHUK. 32 OKHOM JIEHUBO NOKAYMBAJINCh BETBU
CTaphbIX JyOOB, a OTKY/IA-TO U3 ITyOMHBI TApKa TOHOCHUJIMCH TOJIOCa MOJIOIBIX O(DUIIEPOB, YKe COOM-
paBIIUXCA MEpe]] ABOPLIOM.

Heckonbko MUHYT OAPYTH MOTYAIH.

3TO MOTYaHUE HUCKOJIBKO MX He TAroTujo. X apyx0a TaBHO AOCTUINIA TOM PEAKON CTEreHU
O1M30CTH, KOTJIa CJIOBA TIEPECTAIOT ObITh HEOOXOAMMBIMH, a THIITIHA CTAHOBUTCS IIPOJIOJKEHUEM Pa3-
roBOpaA.
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Hakonen Kcenus HeOKUIaHHO CIpOCHIIA:

— Kakoe matee yuine: 6enoe i roayooe?

EnuzaBera nepeBea B3I/ Ha JIBa HAPsAAA, aKKypaTHO Pa3JIOKeHHBIX HA JVBAHE.

— Tlony6oe.

— [louemy nmeHHO OHO?

— OHO Jie1aeT TBOM IJ1a3a elle spye.

Kcenus ynpiOHynach.

— Bor 3a yT0 4 T€0s OO0, TAK ITO 3a TO, YTO Thl HUKOIA HE OTBEYaellhb: «Jliodoex.

OHa 1acKOBO HAKPbLIA JIAIOHBIO PYKY TTOIPYTH.

— MHorga MHe KaxeTcs, 9To Thl 3aMevaellb KpacoTy BO BCEM MHpPeE, KpoMe camou ceOsl.

EnuzaBeta cMyItieHHO OTBeJa B3IJIS/L.

— He rosopu riymnocrei.

— 9TO0 BOBCE HE INIYNOCTH.

Kcennst BHUMaTEILHO MOCMOTpENIa €d B JIMIIO, CJIOBHO TBITANIACH Pa3mIsAieTh B HEM TO, YEero
cama JIuzer ynopHo He 3amevaa.

— 3Haelllb, KOr/ia Mbl ObLT COBCEM MaJIECHPKUMH, MHE TIOYEMY-TO Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHAXK/IbI ThI
HEMPEeMEHHO CTaHeIlb MUcaTeTbHUTICH.

— Tlouemy?

— [MoTomMy uTO THI BCer/a Kua rjie-To JaJIeKo.

— I'ne xe?

— B coOCTBEHHBIX MBICTISX.

Ona ynpIOHYyJIach ere Terviee.

— WHorpa 51 pa3roBaprBalo ¢ ToOOM, a Thl CMOTPHIIIh B OKHO TaK, CJIOBHO YKe IaBHO Oece/yellib
C TepOSIMH CBOUX JTIOOMMBIX KHHT.

Enmu3zaBera trxo 3acMmesiach.

— BO3MOXHO... TAK OHO U €CTb.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B ABEph OCTOPOXKHO IMOCTYYAITH.

— Boiigure.

Ha nopore nosiBunach (ppeityiviHa BeTUKON KHSIKHBI.

[MouTHTeTHHO MOKJIOHUBIIVCH, OHA TTPOM3HECIA:

— Bame Mmmneparopckoe BbicoyecTBO, MpoIy MPOCTUTH 32 OECIIOKOMCTBO, HO IIeCapeBUY
Hukonait Anexkcannposuu u rpad Cepreii BapiamoB yxe 0kUIai0T Bac BHU3Y.

Enu3aBera mouTt HE3aMETHO B3/IPOTHYIA.

It0 ABUXkEHHEe ObLIIO CTOJIb JIETKKUM, UTO IPYroy YeJIoBeK e/iBa Jih 0OpaTui Obl Ha HETO BHUMA-
Hue, oqHako KceHust 3amerna ero cpasy.

JIu3er mocrenHo MogHsIach C TOJOKOHHMKA, MAIIMHAIGHO pa3miainia CKIAJKH TUIATh,
TOTTPaBUJIa BOPOTHUK, 3aTeM KOCHYJIACh MIPUUYECKU W, HEMHOTO TIOKOJIe0aBIIUCh, TUXO CIIPOCHJIA:

— Bce 1 B nopsiike?

Kcenus orBetniia He cpasy.

Ona momua HaOmoana, Kak Mojapyra ele pa3 MmocMoTpesia Ha cedsi B 3epKasio, OCTOPOKHO
TOTIPaBUJIa BHIOMBIIUICS JIOKOH U 0e3 BCSAKOW HEOOXOMUMOCTH paclpaBhia UeaTbHO JIeKABIIYIO
JICHTY Ha TaJTUM.

JIvie mocye 3Toro KHsKHA YJIBIOHY/Iach TOW OCOOEHHOM YIBIOKOM, B KOTOPOM Bceraa ObLIo
OoJIbIlIe TOHUMAHW S, YeM HACMEIITKH.

— 3Haenb, JIuser...

EnumzaBerta BOmpocuTeIbHO MOCMOTpEIa Ha Hee.

— MHorga MHe KaxeTcs, 9To Thl KHBEIIb IJIe-TO OYSHb JAJIeKO OTCIOA.

— ThI oniTh O KHUTAX?

— Her.
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Kcenus menieHHO nokayasa rojoBOu.

— CeronHs s TOBOpIO O TeOe.

Omna noyronuia Oymke u OepekHO TOMpaBWIa TOT CaMbli JIOKOH, KOTOpBIH JIn3er yxke ycriena
TIOTIPABUTH TBAXKIBI.

— Ts1 MOXemb 3a0bITh O BpEMEHH, UCUE3HYTh B COOCTBEHHBIX MBICIISIX, HE 3aMevarh JIoAen
BOKPYT U JIaXe 3a0bITh O COOCTBEHHOM JIHE POKICHHUS. ..

EnuzaBeta ynpIOHYIaCh.

— D10 npaBja.

— Ho Tenepp, kaxercs, MOSBUICS YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIA BCAKUI pa3 BO3BpaInaer Tedst 0OpaTHO
B 9TOT MHUP.

[lexu JIu3eT MrHOBEHHO BCITBIXHYJIH.

— Kcenus...

— Yro?

— He HauuHaii.

KHs:xHa HEBUHHO pa3Besia pyKaMu.

— 41 Beb HUYEro He CKa3aa.

— MiMeHHO mo3TOMY 3TO elie oracHee.

Kcenusi 3B0HKO paccmesiiach, B3sila MOAPYTY MOJ PyKY M HAIPAaBUIIACh K JABEPU.

— Ilovinem, meutarensHua. Hexoporo 3acTaBisTh KJaTh YelOBEKa, KOTOPBIM YKe JEeCSThb
MUHYT CMOTPHT Ha Yachl U JieJiaeT B, OyITO BOBCE HE KIET TeOsl.

Enu3aBera HMYEro He OTBETUIIA.

Ona yumIb OMycTHIIA TJIa3a, Mpsya YAbIOKY, ¥ BIIEPBBIE 32 BCE YTPO MOAyMasla He O KHUTE,
OCTaBIIIEHCS Ha TIOJIOKOHHUKE, 2 O MOJIOIOM rpade, KOTOPBIiA, caM TOTo He IMO03peBast, y ke HayYrIcs
BO3BpAIlaTh €€ U3 MHpa MBICJIEH B MUP, TJIe CepAlle HAUMHAJIO OMTHCSI HEMHOTO OBICTpEe.

ConHeuHOe yTpO He3aMEeTHO MEPEXOINIIO B TETLIbIN MIoNIbcKui ToieHb. Han ExatepuHrHCKIM
MApKOM CTOsIJIa Ta OCOOEHHAs! THIITMHA, KOTOPast POk JAeTCs JIUIIb B CaMble sICHbIE JIETHHUE JHU, KOTAa
BeTep JICHUBO MNepeOrpaeT JIMCTBY CTapbIX JIMI, BOJA B MpyAax KaXKeTcs HETOABMKHOM, a BpeMms,
CJIOBHO YTOMUBIIIMCh COOCTBEHHOM CTPEMHUTEILHOCTHIO, HAYMHAET TeUb Me/IJICHHEE.

Mortoziple JTIOIY JaBHO TIOKMHYJIHM ABOPEI.

Ha npocropHoi#i styxaiike yxe Ha4aJloCh COCTSI3aHUE B KPOKET, HECKOJIbKO MOJIOABIX O(pUIIepOB
C ’KapOM CIOPWJIM O JOCTOMHCTBAX AHIIMACKUX TEHHUCHBIX PAKETOK, MPUABOPHbIE JaMbl HETOPOII-
JIMBO TIPOTYJIMBAJIMCH TIO TEHUCTBHIM aJIJIesIM, CKpbIBasi JIAIA N0 KPYKEeBHBIMU 30HTUKAMHU, a TOCY-
Japb, OTKA3aBIIMCh YIaCTBOBATh B UTPax, C TOOPOMYIITHOW YABIOKOM HAOMIONAT 32 TTPOUCXOIAIIM,
CHJIS PSIJIOM C MIMITEPATPULICH B TYCTOM TEHU CTAporo ayoda.

— Tlocmorpu, Carta, — THx0 ckazana Mapus denopoBHa, 3akpbiBast KHUTY. — KaxIpiii rof
OJIHO M TO K€, @ MHE BCSKHMI pa3 KaxeTcsi, OyTO OHM CHOBA CTAHOBSTCS J€ThbMHU.

Nmrnieparop nmpocieanst B3MISI0M 3a BECEJIOW KOMITaHHUEH.

Kcenust 4to-To ropssuo gokasbiBasia Opary, pa3MaxuBasi COIOMEHHOH nuisnkoi, Hukonait c
Oe3HaJIe;KHBIM BUJIOM TIBITAJICS €l Bo3paxkaTh, Cousi, 7aBHO 3a0bIB 000 BCeX MpaBUiIax MPUINYHS,
yXKe ycriena yByieub 3a COOON HECKOIbKUX JIeTel MPUABOPHBIX, a MUXau1, Cy/s MO €ro O)KUBICHHOMY
BBIPQXXEHUIO JIAIA, COOMPAJICS BBA3ATHCS B OUEPEHOE APYKECKOE Mapy.

— W cnaBa bory, — HerpoMko orBeTwi1 AJiekcaHap AjeKcaHApoBUY. — JIeTCTBO MPOXOIUT
CIMIIKOM OBICTpO. He CTOMT TOpOonuTh ero yxo.

Nmneparpuna yisiOHyIach.

OHa CIIMIIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3HaJIa CBOETO MYy’Ka, YTOOBI OOMaHYThCsI €ro BHEITHE! CypOBOCTHIO. 3a
TOH CTPOTOCTHIO, KOTOPOM TaK OIAcaIiCh MUHUCTPBI M T€HEPAaJIbl, CKPHIBAJICS YEIOBEK YIUBUTEIBHO
no0poro cepaia, 0cOOEHHO KOTIa peub 3aXOAniIa O JETsX.

Tem BpemeHeM KceHusi, OKMHYB B3IJISIIOM COOPABIIYIOCS MOJIOJEKb, 3BOHKO 3aXJONaia B
Janomu, Tpedysh BHUMAHUS.
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— Tlocnona! Ecnut BbI HaMepeHbI POBECTH BECh JIEHb, CIIOPSI O MPaBWJIaX Urp, TO MpeJliarao
BBIOpATh 3aHATHE, KOTOPOE XOTs OBl He 3aKOHUUTCS AUTUIOMATHYECKIM CKaHJaJIOM.

— W 4ro xe mpeasiaraeT Baiile BHICOUECTBO? — ¢ YJIBIOKOH cripocut Hukomnaid.

— Kararbcs Ha Jlogkax.

[IpennoxeHnue BCTPETUIN C TAKMM €AMHOAYITHBIM BOCTOPIOM, UTO BO3pPaKEHUI HE MOCIeno-
BaJIO.

Cryru ocTienIv K TIPUCTaHM, TJIe TIOJI HABECOM YiKe MOKAUYMBAJIMCh Ha BOJIE TMHHBIE TIPOTY-
JIOUHbIE JIOJKY C JIAKUPOBAHHBIMU OOpTamMu. ['pediibl 3aHsIM CBOM MeCTa, TePIIENMBO OXKUIAST JIUIIH
pacropsiKeHUs OTIIPABJISITHCS.

— Tonbko He mo3BostiiTe Muxamity caIuTbes 3a Becia, — cO cMexoM 3ameTuia Omipra. —
ITocne npomnuioroaHen MporyJakyu MHE ellie 10ro CHAJIOCh, Kak Mbl ApeiiyeM B KaMblllax.

— D10 ObUIA OIMMOKA HABUTAIIMH, — HEBO3MYTUMO BO3pa3mil MUXauI.

— 310 OBUIO MOIHOE OTCYTCTBHE HABUTALIUH.

Bce paccmestuce.

INoka mosozexp nMporomkana OOMEHUBATHCS Iy TKAMH, UMITEpATPHILIA TTOAOILIA OJIMIKE.

— Pa3 yxk BB penwig OTIPABUTLCS HA TPYI, MMOCTApANTECh XOTsA Obl HE YIUIBHITH IO CAMOTO
[MetepOypra.

— MBm1 Oygem Oraropa3ymHbl, MaMeHbKa, — roodermana KceHnsi ¢ TakiM JIyKaBbIM BbIpaske-
HUEM JIUIIA, YTO OBUIO COBEPIIEHHO SICHO: OOelaHue — 3TO He Clie/lyeT OHUMATh CIIUIIKOM OyK-
BaJIbHO.

V npuctaHy Havyaaach MPUBBIYHAS OKUBJIEHHAs cyeTa. KTo-To rckas 3a0bIThie mepuaTku, KTo-
TO CIIOPWJI, B KAKOW JIOJIKE OKaKeTCs Becesiee, JIaKer TIOMOTali JaMaM CITYCTHThCS K BOjie, pHUep-
’KMBasi UX 32 JIOKOTh, a HAJI TJIAJIBIO MPYAA YKe Pa3HOCUIIUCH TEPBbIE BCIUIECKH BECE.

EnmuzaBera cobupainack nocnienoBarh 3a KceHnent, Koraa psaom pas3iaics CIOKOWMHBINA MYKCKOW
roJIoc.

— Enm3zaBera AnekceeBHa.

Omna o6epHyJ1ach.

Benukwuii kHa3b TleTp noutuTesHO MOKJIOHUIICS.

— Ecnu BBl He BO3paxaeTte, MHE XOTEJIOCh Obl TPOCUTH BAC Pa3/IeIUTh CO MHOM CErOAHSIITHION
MIPOTYJIKY.

[TpockOa mpo3Byvana ¢ Takol O6e3yNnpevHOr YITUBOCTBIO, YTO OTKA3aThCS 03HAYAJIO ObI HApY-
IIIATH BCE MTPaBUJIa TPUABOPHOTO BOCIIUTAHUS.

EnmzaBeta Ha MrHOBEHHE 3aMeNIKaIach.

Eit mokazasioce, Oyaro Cepreil czienan eiBa 3aMeTHOE JIBUKEHHE BIepe]], CIOBHO COOMpAICS
YTO-TO CKa3aTh, OIHAKO MOYTH Cpa3y OCTaHOBIJICS. OH CIIMIIKOM XOPOIIO MOHUMAJI, YTO B MOAOOHOM
CHUTYaIUH JTI0O0E CIIOBO OKA3aJI0Ch Obl HEYMECTHBIM.

— Pazymeercs, Baiie UMIepaTopckoe BHICOYECTBO, — CIIOKOMHO OTBeTHIIa JIn3eT.

IleTp crerka CKJIOHWII TOJIOBY.

— buaronapio.

OHa ycriena Juiib YKpaakon B3rsiHyTh Ha Cepres.

X ra3a BCTpETUIIUCH BCETO HA OHO KOPOTKOE MIHOBEHHE.

OH yneIOHYIICS.

CoBceM HEMHOTO.

Tak yabI0atoTCs 4eIoBeKy, KOTOPOTO XOTAT YCIIOKOUTh, HECMOTPSI HA COOCTBEHHOE pa3odapo-
BaHMUe.

1 noyemy-To MIMEHHO 3Ta THXasl yJIbIOKa TpoHy/1a EnnzaBery ropasno cuiibHee, 4eM OHa MOrJia
Obl IPU3HATHCS IaKe caMoit cede.

UYepe3 HECKOBKO MUHYT JIOAKU OJHA 32 APYIOi OTYAIWIIN OT A€PEBSIHHOW MPUCTAHMU.
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Becrna pa3mepeHHO pacceKkasiv BOILy, OCTaBJIsisl 3a COOOM pacXofsiuecs cepeOprucThie Kpyru, B
KOTOPBIX JIPOXKAJIM OTPAKEHUsI OOJIAKOB M I'YCTBIX KPOH CTaphiX JepeBbeB. JIoka, B KOTOPO¥ cuienu
EnmuzaBera u Benukuii kKHs3b [leTp, HE3aMETHO OTCTaa OT OCTAJIBHBIX, U BCKOPE WX OTIACISIO OT
IITyMHOU KOMITAHUY YK€ HECKOJIBKO JeCATKOB CaXKeHEeH.

Briepenu monocuncst 3BoHkmid cmex Kcenun. Codus, neperHyBImch yepe3 O0pT, MbITalach
KOCHYThCSI JIAJIOHBIO MPOXJIaJHOM BOABI U TOTYAC MOTyYMJIa CTporoe 3amedanue or Muxauna. Huko-
Jlail 0 YeM-To yBJeueHHO pacckasbiBai Oubre, a Cepreii, CuieBIINI B COCEAHEN JIOJIKE, CIyIIal ero
BIIOJTyXa, TO ¥ JIeJIO HEBOJILHO TMepeBO/s B3I Ty/a, Te HaJ TEMHOM IJIaplo Tipyaa Oelielia coyo-
MeHHas nuisinka Env3aBeTs.

[erp 3ametun 3toT B3MIsAA. He yKpbUIoch OT Hero u To, 4to cama JIu3eT cJIOBHO m30erasa
BCTPEYAThCSI C HAM TJIa3aMHU.

Hexkortopoe BpeMst oM TUTBITH MOT4a. OTHAKO 3TO MOTYaHUE HE TATOTUJIO HA OJJHOTO U3 HUX,
HAIOMMHAsI CKOpee OCTOPOKHOCTB JIBYX JIIOJIEH, KOTOPBIE eIlle He PEIIHIIN, HACKOIBKO OTK POBEHHBIMU
MOTYT ITO3BOJIUTH ceOe OBITb.

HakoHerr BeJTMKWil KHS3b HAPYIIIUAJ TUIIHAHY.

— Bui modute Iapckoe Ceno?

EnuzaBera mogHsia rojosy.

— Ouenb.

— TMo3BosbTe CIPOCUTH, 32 YTO UMEHHO?

OHa HeHaJoNITo 3a/IyMajiach, CJIOBHO CTapasiCh HANTH CJIOBA, KOTOPhIE TOYHEE BCETo Mepeaain
OBl ee YyBCTBO.

— 31ech Jierye IbIIIUTCS.

Ha ry6ax I[lerpa nosiBunack jierkas yyisioka.

— HeoObrunbiit otBeT. OOBIYHO BCIIOMHHAIOT TBOPIBI, TAPKH WM KPACOTY MPYIIOB.

— Bce 3710, KOHEYHO, IPEKPACHO, — THXO Mpou3Heca Enuzasera, mpoBos B3MIISIIOM I1O CITO-
KOWHOW MOBEPXHOCTH BOJIbI, — HO MHE KaXXeTcs, JIeJIO BOBCE HE B 9TOM. 3/1ECh JIIOIA CTAHOBATCH...
HACTOSIIITUMH.

OH BHUMATEJILHO MOCMOTPEJ Ha Hee.

— BbI ieficTBUTENBHO Tak Aymaere?

— A pasBe Bbl camMM 3TOro He 3ameuain? Bo 1Boplie Kax/Iblid CIIMIIIKOM XOPOIIIO IIOMHUT, KTO
OH. 31ech ke 00 3ToM uHoraa 3adeBatoT. [TocmoTpute xoTs Ob1 Ha Kcenuto. Celiuac oHa BOBce He
BeJIMKas KHSDKHA, a TIPOCTO CUaCTIIMBAst AEBYIIKA, KOTOPask CMEEeTCsI TpOMYE BCeX.

[etp HEBOMBHO TiepeBeT B3MJIsA BIEpe/.

Kcenus peiicTBuTeIbHO, BOITPEKH BCeM yBelleBaHusAM Hukorasi, crosiia B JIofiKe, IPUBETCTBYS
nedefieit Tak BOCTOPKEHHO, CJIOBHO €l OBLIO AeCATH JIET, a He IBA/IIaTh.

Ha nurie BeMKOro KH3s1 MOSIBUIIACH Terliast YiIbIOKa.

— [loxanyii, Bbl IpaBBlI.

OH cHoBa nocmoTpen Ha Enm3agery.

— A BHI?

OHa BONPOCUTENTHHO MOJHSIA TJ1a3a.

— Kewm cranoBurecs BbI, Korna 3a0eBaere 000 Bcem?

Jluzet ynbIOHYTaCh.

— Cobo#.

OTBeT mMpo3BYYaJl TaK MPOCTO U €CTeCTBEHHO, UTO [leTp HeOXHMIAHHO TTOYYBCTBOBAI JIETKYIO
3aBUCTb. OH BCIO XHM3Hb OCTABAJICA BEJIMKUM KHSI3eM U YK€ TIOUTH HEe TIOMHWII, KeM ObLT Obl, eciu
ObI OIJHAXKTBI JIUIIINAJICS STOTO TUTYJIA.

Heckonbko MUHYT OH MOIYal, 33J[yMYMBO IS Ha Boay. JIOMOYHHMK pa3sMepeHHO padoTa
BeCJIaMH, CTapasiCh He HAPYIIATh pa3roBOPa, a JISTKHWI BeTep MPUHOCKJI C TPOTHBOIONIOKHOTO OGepera
cmex MojiofiexH, riae Kcenus yxe ycnena 3atesTh odepeanoit criop ¢ Hukomaem, Codgust BocTop-
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’KEHHO TOKa3bIBaJia BCeM JieOeJMHOe CeMENCTBO, a MUXaunJ C MOJTHOM YBEPEHHOCTBIO YOE:K/1a1 OKpPY-
XKAIOIIMX, YTO CyMeJT Obl YIPABISTh JIOAKONM HUYYTh HE XyKe CTaporo rpedia, 4eM 3acilyKujl CHUC-
XOAUTEJbHYIO YJIBIOKY TIOCTIEHETO.

[Iponomxkas HETOPOILIMBO CMOTPETH Ha CIIOKOWHYIO Bofy, IleTp HerpoMKko mpousHec:

— WHora MHe KaxeTcsi, 4YTO YeJIOBEKY, POIUBILEMYCS B HAIlIEH ceMbe, TOpaszio TpyaHee ObITh
caMUM cOOOM, YeM BCEM OCTaJIbHBIM.

Enu3zaBera noBepHynach K HEMY.

— [ouemy BbI Tak gymaere?

OH ez1Ba 3aMeTHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— TlotoMy 4TO C caMoro AETCTBa HAC y4aT IOMHUTH HE CTOJBKO O COOCTBEHHBIX JKEJIAHUSIX,
CKOJIBKO 0 onre. Co BpeMeHeM HaYMHAeIlb 3aMeuarh, YTO OKPYKAIOIIHe 0OpaIaloTCs yKe He K Yeso-
BEKY, a K €r0 TUTYJIy, ¥ OIHAXIbI JIOBUIIIb CE0s1 HA MBICITH, UTO TIOUTH IEPECTal IOHUMAaTb, T71e 3aKaH-
YMBAETCsI OIHO M HAUMHAETCS JIPyToe.

EnuzaBera HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl MoTJaia.

— MHe kaxeTcs, JOJIT He 00s13aTeIbHO MeIaeT YeJIOBeKY ObITh CYACTIVBBIM.

— He o06s3atenbHO, — cornacusicst [lerp. — Ho nHoraa on TpedyeT CIMIITKOM BBICOKOM LIEHBI.

OHa 32[yMUlBO TIOCMOTpEJIA BJIaJIb, II€ COTHEYHbIE OTMKHU UrPaJT Ha BOJIE.

— A ecsi OTHAXIBI JOJT M CYACThE OKAXKYTCS MO Pa3Hble CTOPOHBI?

Benukuii KHS3b OTBETUIT HE Cpasy.

— Torma yenoBeKy OCTaeTcsi JIUIIb HAESATHCS, YTO OH CyMEET C/IesiaTh MPAaBUIIbHBIN BHIOOP.

EnuzaBera mouyBCTBOBaJIA, YTO PA3rOBOP MOCTENEHHO CTAHOBUTCS CIMIIIKOM CEPhE3HBIM, U C
JIETKOM YJIBIOKOM MOMNbITAJIACh BEPHYTh €My TIPEKHIOI HETTPUHYKAEHHOCTb.

— Heyxenu Bce BenMKMe KHA3bS JTOOAT CTONb (prtocockue Oecesibl BO BpeMsl JIOAOUHBIX
MPOT'YJIOK ?

Ilerp Tuxo paccmesuics.

— Bo10ch, 3TO MCKITIOUUTENBLHO MOSI CTa0O0CTb.

— B takom ciryuae MHe crieyeT ObITh OCTOPOKHEE.

— Tlouemy?

— VHave K KOHILy IPOTYJIKM BbI yOEIUTE MEHsI, YTO KM3Hb COCTOUT JIMIIb U3 0OS3aHHOCTEH.

OH nokaya’ rojioBoil.

— Her. {1 cammmkom XopoIio MoHUMalo, YTO OHa COCTOUT HE TOJIbKO U3 HuX. IIpocTo He Kax-
JIOMY BBITIAJIAET CUACThE BHIOMPATh COOCTBEHHYIO JAOPOTY.

ITH cJI0Ba MPO3BYYAIM TaK CIIOKOIHO, yTo Enn3aBera He cpasdy MOYyBCTBOBaJIA CKPBHITYIO 32
HUMHU ropeub. JIWIb Tereph OHa BHUMaTeIbHO mocMoTpena Ha [lerpa u BHepBble Mogymaia, 4To
3a 6e3yNnpeyHbIMU MaHePaMU U HEU3MEHHOM CIEPKAHHOCTHIO CKPBIBAETCS YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY, BO3-
MOXHO, KyJa 4allle TMPUXOIMIOCh OTKa3bIBaThCsl OT COOCTBEHHBIX KeJaHWi, YeM TOBOPUTh O HUX
BCITyX.

— Ilo3BonbTe 331aTh BaM OJUH Bonpoc, EnnzaBera AjiekceeBHa.

— Ecim cmory oTBeTUTb.

[eTp Ha MrHOBEHHE 3a/[yMaJICsl, CIOBHO He ObLT YBEPEH, CTOUT JIM IPOAOIKATh STOT pasroBop.

— BubI cuactimBbl?

Borpoc npo3By4as HeOKUIaHHO.

EnuzaBera crerka ynmuBWIach W, Mpeke YeM OTBETHTh, MIOCMOTpENa Ha CIIOKOWHYIO IJialb
npy/na, e COHEYHble OJIMKU ME/IJIEHHO CKOJIBb3UJIN TI0 BOJIE.

— Hymaro, na.

— Bbl oTBETWIIN HE Cpasy.

Ona ynbIOHyIaCh.

— INoTomy 4TO cyacTbe peKo 3aMeyaciiib B Ty MUHYTY, KOraa OHO psiioM. OOBIYHO YeI0BEeK
MOHMMAET, YTO ObUI CYACTIIUB, JIUIIb OTJISTHYBIINCH Ha3a].
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[Netp 3a1yMUnBO KUBHYJI.

— 3HAYHT, BB YK€ HAYYUJIHCh IIEHUTh HACTOSIIICE.

— Crapaioch.

OHa HeHaoJIro 3aMoJjTyasia, a 3aTeM THUXO JoOaBuJIa:

— INameHpka 94acTo rOBOPHT, YTO OJIArOJAPHOCTD JIeIaeT YelloBeKa CUYacTvBee JOObIX 00CTO-
ATEJILCTB.

— Myzpeie cioBa.

— OH B0OOIIIE pe/IKO TOBOPUT YTO-TO CITyYalHO.

[etp ynbioHysnCH.

— D70 o yXe yCIies 3aMeTUTh.

Jlonmka T1aBHO CKOJIb3WJIA BJIOJB 3apociiell CTapbiX WB. VIX IUIMHHBIE BETBU TOYTH KacCATUCh
BOJIBI, ¥ COJTHEUHbIC JIy4d, MPOOMBAsCh CKBO3b T'YCTYIO JIUCTBY, JIOKWINCh HA JHIO Enwm3aBeTsl
KMBBIMU 30JIOTUCTBIMU TIATHAMUA. OHA MAIIMHATIBHO TIOIHSIA PYKY, OTBOJSI BRIOMBIIHIACS JIOKOH, U
Ha OJIHO KOpoTKoe MrHoBeHue [letp moiima ces1 Ha MBICTH, YTO HUKOTA Mpeke He BUAE CTONb
YAUBUTEIBHOTO COYETAHUS ITPOCTOTHI M OJIArOPOJICTBA.

OH noutH cpasy OTBeJI B3IVIAA.

— Ipocrure, ecitu MOI BOITPOC MOKA3AJICS BaM CJIMIITKOM JITUHBIM.

— Her.

EnuzaBera nmokavasia rojoBoi.

— IpocTto o cuacThe peko CrpaImBaloT BCEPhEs.

— A MHe KaXeTcsi, 3TO OJJMH U3 HEMHOTUX BOIPOCOB, KOTOPBIH JICHCTBUTEILHO MMeeT 3Haue-
HUE.

OnHa BHUMATEJILHO TIOCMOTPEJIa Ha BEJIUKOTO KHA3S.

— BuI camu cyacTivBbl?

Terepb yxe OH He CIIEIINI C OTBETOM.

JIuis crycTst HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/T Ha ero JIHIIe TIOSIBUJIACH CTIOKOMHAS YITBIOKA.

— Hnorpa.

EnumzaBera moyyBCTBOBaA, UTO 32 3TUM KOPOTKUM CIIOBOM CKPBbIBAa€TCsI TOpa3o Ooblie, YeM
OH TOTOB ITPOU3HECTHU BCIYX.

Ona He crasia paccripalumBarh.

[Metp ObuT OnaromapeH eii 3a T0 MOTYAHUE.

He xaxpliil 4eIoBeK MOHUMAET, YTO OBIBAIOT BOMPOCHI, HA KOTOPbIE YBAKEHUE OTBEYALT JIyUllie
JIIOOBIX CJIOB.

Briepenu HeoxxumaHHO pa3fasicst 3BOHKUH royoc Keenum.

— Tlocniopna! Eciii BBI HaMepeHsI BeCh JieHb JTI0O0BATLCS Mei3axaMu, TO Tpeaynpexaalo 3apa-
Hee: Mbl YKe ITOUTH JOOPaUCh IO OCTpoBa!

Bce HEBONBHO paccMEsITHCh.

Jlomku mocTerneHHO COMMXaInCh, BHOBb TIpeBpaliasach B OHY Beceylo kommanuio. Codus,
yBuaeB EnmzaBery, pagocTHO 3aMaxajia pyKoH, efBa He MOTepsiB MUIANKY, MUXauiI 9TO-TO OXKHB-
JIeHHO pacckasbiBanl Hukonawo, a Cepreil, 3aMeTHB, YTO JIOIKA BEJIMKOTO KHs3S TIOIXOOUT OJIVIKe,
JIMIIb CIIOKOMHO YJIBIOHYJICS, CJIOBHO M HE TIO3BOJIMJI ceOe HU €AMHOM TPEBOKHOM MBICITH 32 BCE BpeMsI
3TOM MPOTYJIKH.

EnuzaBera oTBeTHIIa €My TaKOM ke CIIOKOMHOM YITHIOKOM.

U tonwko Iletp, mpocieaus 3a STUM KOPOTKUM OOMEHOM B3IJISIIaMU, BAPYT MOHSUI, YTO HAYH-
HaeT COXaJIeTh O TOM, YeMy ellle YTPOM He TpUIaBal HUKAKOTO 3HAUEHHUS.

Hakonerr BeTMKWii KHSA3b HAPYIIAT MOTYAHHE.

— Ilo3BonbTe 33aTh BaM €llie OUH Borpoc, Enu3aBera AJiekceeBHa.

— Kak Bam OyzieT yroiHo, Bariie BHICOYECTRBO.

— Bl HUKOTIa HE 33/ TyMBIBJTUCH O Oyayiem?
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EnuzaBeta ynpIOHYIaCh.

— Pazymeercs, 3a1yMbIBaIach.

— W kakum BbI ero npejcrasisiere?

OnHa HeHaJoNIro 3a/[yMajiach, BCMAaTPUBASCh B CIIOKOWHYIO TJ1aJIb MIPYyAa.

— CyacTiMBBIM.

Ha ry6ax I[lerpa nosiBunack jierkas yyisioka.

— Ou4eHb KEHCKUH OTBET.

— A KakuM, TIo-Ballemy, JOJKeH ObITh TPABUIIBHBIN 7

— bornee... onpenesieHHbIM.

EnuzaBera MArko rokayvasa rojgoBoi.

— He yBepena. Ecnu HauaTh pacnviceiBaTh CBOIO XKHM3HB Ha TOJIBI BIIEpe, Cy/lIb0a HepeMeHHO
HAMAET crioco0 MOCMEATHCA HAJl IOJOOHBIMY IUTAHAMU.

— 3HauuT, BBl BepuTe B CyabOy?

— Ckopee, B [Ipombici Boxwii.

OTBeT Mpo3BYyYaJl TaK CIIOKOMHO U €CTeCTBEHHO, UTO [leTp HeBOJILHO 3aiepKal Ha Hell B3IJISII.

— CraJo ObITh, BBI TIOJIATAETE, YTO MYTh YeJIOBEKa yKe MmpeaorpeaecH?

— Her, BoBce HeT. MHe kaxercs, ['ocronp OTKphIBaeT nepej] 4e€I0BEKOM MHOKECTBO JOPOT,
HO WJITH TIO OJTHOW M3 HUX MPUXOAUTCS HaM CaMUM.

Benvkwii KHSA3b MeJJIEHHO KUBHYIL

— JI100OIBITHO... IMEHHO Takoy OTBET 51 1 OKMIAJ YCIIBIIIATh.

EnuzaBera yauBiIeHHO MOCMOTpesIa Ha HETo.

— Oruero xe?

— IoTroMy uTO BBI HUKOT/Ia HE TOBOPUTE TOTO, YTO OT BAC OKHIAIOT.

Ona ynbIOHyIaCh.

— PasBe 310 HeyrocTaTok ?

— Hanporus. [lymao, IMEHHO 3TO MHE B BaC HPaBUTCS OOJIbIIE BCETO.

Vipi0ka nocteneHHo ucuesna c juna Jlmser. OHa yxe MOHMMasa, K YeMy He3aMeTHO BeJeT
9TOT pa3roBop, Toraa kKak Ilerp, ka3asock, BOBce He 3aMevall ee CMYIICHUs WM CO3HATENIbHO He
XOTeJ 3aMeyaTh.

— 3a nocneHue HeJes Iy s JIOBOJIBHO YacTo AyMall O Bac, — MPOM3HEC OH TeM ke CIIOKOMHBIM
rojiocoM. — He coutuTe Mou cJioBa JIep30CThI0, HO MHE KaXKeTCsI, YTO PSAOM CO MHOW Bl MOTJIU ObI
OBITb CUYACT/IUBBI.

EnuzaBera MmensieHHO NojHsIa rm1a3a. Tenepb OHa CMOTpeJia Ha HEero Cepbe3Ho, 0e3 MPUBBIYHOM
YIBIOKH 1 03 MaJIeHIIero KOKeTCTBa.

— Bame mnieparopckoe BricouecTso...

— Ilo3BOJIbTE MHE 3aKOHYHTD.

OHa MoTya KMBHYJIA.

— BrI ipuHaijIekuTe K OJHOMY U3 CAMBIX JIOCTOMHBIX CEMEHCTB UMIIEPUH, IIPEKPACHO BOCITH-
TaHbl, YMHBI U TTOJIb3YeTECh UCKPEHHEN JTI0O0BBIO TIpU JBOpe. [Ipu3HAThCS, s peIKO BCTpedas KeH-
IIMHY, ¢ KOTOPON MHE XOTeJIoCh Obl OeceJoBaTh Tak JIOJro, U MOTOMY MHE KakeTCsI, YTO CO BpeMeHeM
13 HAC MOTJIa OBl MOJTYYUTHCS CYACTINBAS CEMBbSI.

Jlonka mpogoskana HETOPOIUTMBO CKOJIL3UTH TIO 3epKaIbHOM Iiau rpyaa. Hapyiaemas b
MEpPHBIM TUIECKOM Becell, TUIIIMHA MEXIy HUMU CTaHOBWJIACh Bce TyOxe. [leTp TeprenwBo *kaas
OTBETa, HE TOPOIIS AEBYIIKY.

Hakonen EnnzaBera Txo npousHecna:

— BbI 0ka3am MHe OOJBIITYIO YeCTb...

VIMeHHO CTIOBO «4ecTh» 3aCTaBUJIO BEJIMKOTO KHsI3S HACTOPOXUThCA. OHa He cKazajia HU
«paJioCTh», HU «CYACThE», M YIKE OIHOTO STOT0 OBLIO JI0CTATOYHO, YTOOBI OHSATH: JaIbHEHIITNE CJIOBA
BPSJI JIM OTPABJIAIOT €T0 HAJIEKIbI.

29



10. Mapuu. «Kyna nerdr xypabiin»

— OpHako, — MPOAOIIKUIIA OHA MOCJE KOPOTKOM TMay3bl, — MHE KaXeTCsl, Mbl CJIUIITKOM TO-
Pa3HOMY CMOTPHMM Ha caMy CYIIIHOCTb Opaka.

[Terp cierka Haxmypuics.

— B kakom cmbIcne?

— [Ipoctute MO0 OTKPOBEHHOCTb.

— 4 cam mpocui Bac OBITh OTKPOBEHHOM.

EnuzaBera omyctuiia B3MJis] Ha TOHKOE 30JI0TOE KOJIBIIO, KOTOPOE MAllIMHAIBHO ITOBEPHYJIa Ha
TaJblIe.

— BbI Ha3BaJIM HEMAJIO MPUYMH, TI0 KOTOPBHIM HAIll COI03 MOT OBl ITOKA3aThCsl Pa3yMHBIM.

— Pa3sBe storo HegocrarouyHo?

Ona nogHsna masa. B ee B3misae He ObUIO HU BBI30BA, HU YNPSMCTBA, a JIMIIb CIIOKOWHAS
BHYTPEHHSIS1 YO€KI€HHOCTb.

— Jlns1 rocyaapcTBa, ObITh MOXKET, 3TOr0 AEHCTBUTENBHO AOCTaTOuHO. HO 11 ceMbH... HeT. S
He cMoria Obl BBITH 3aMy’K TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO TaKOW OpaK COWIN yAauHBIM.

[lerp nonro cMoTpesn Ha Hee, MPEkAe YeEM THUXO CIIPOCHUTS:

— Jlake ecm 4esIoBeK, CleNaBIINi MpeyIokKeHUe, UCKPEHHE JII0OUT Bac?

JIuzer oTBeTmIa HE cpasy.

— JI1060Bb - 310 1y3T ABYX cepaell. [lonaraio, eci oauH JTOOKT, a JPYrou JIUIIb TPUHAMAET
9Ty JIIOOOBB, TO OpaK CTAHET CYIIIMM HaKa3aHWeM JIJIsT OOOUX.

[etp oTBen B3MIAA. 3a IONTHE TOBI €My PEIKO BO3PAKAIIH, & €CTU U BO3PAKAIIH, TO OOBIYHO
pe3ko uim nocnemHo. EnnzaBera ke oTKaszajna MHauye: CIIOKOMHO, YBAaXKUTEJIbHO, HE HApYIIUB HU
OJIHOTO TIpaBWJIA IIPUJIMYMS U BMECTE C TEM, HE OCTaBUB HU MaJsieiIlell BO3MOXKHOCTU AJIsl CIIOPA.

HeoxumanHo OH yIbIOHYIICS.

— Teneps s1 HAUMHAIO TOHUMATh, oYeMy KceHust roBOpUT, UTO BaC HEBO3MOXKHO MepeyoeinuTb,
€CJIM Bbl YK€ TIPUHSIN pELleHNUE.

Enu3zaBera Tuxo paccmesiiach.

— Boroch, OHa CWILHO MPEyBETNYUBACT.

— Hamnporus, — marko orserun [lerp. — MHe kaxkercs, OHa yAMBUTEIBHO TOYHO BAC ITOHU-
Maer.

JIuzer Tuxo paccmesiach.

[lerp mocMoTpen Ha Hee y:ke COBCEM MHave. B ero B3misjie NosBUJIOCh UCKPEHHEE YBaXKEHUE, a
BMECTE C HUM, MTOXKaJyi, 1 e1lie OOJbIIMI HHTepecC, YeM MPexk e, Be/lb BIIEPBbIC B JKU3HU OH BCTPETU
KEHIIMHY, KOTOPYI0 HEBO3MOKHO ObLIO MOKOPUTH OTHUM JIMIIL KIMEeHeM POMaHOBBIX.

Korna nogka MArko KocHynach IepeBsHHOI'O HACTHIIA, CTAPbIi JIONOYHUK JIOBKO BBIIPBITHYJI HA
MpUYasl, IpUAEPKal CYJEHBIIIKO U C MIOYTUTEIbHBIM ITOKJIOHOM MOJAJ 3HAK, YTO MOXHO BBIXOIUTD.
[Netp nepBbIM CTyNUT Ha Oeper U, CAeayst BCeM ITpaBUIaM XOPOIIIEero TOHa, MpOoTsAHY pyKy Ennzaserte.
Ona npuHsina ee, modiarogapuia JErkuM HaKJIOHOM TOJIOBBI M TOTYAC OTIYCTHJIA, €/1Ba €€ Ty(debKu
KOCHYJIUCh TEIUIBIX JJOCOK ITPUCTAHMU.

Co cTOpOHBI MOIJIO MOKA3aThCsl, YTO HE MPOU3OILIO POBHBIM cyeToM Huvero. OaHako Jluzer
YYBCTBOBaJIa CTPAHHYIO TSKECTh, CJIOBHO 3aBEPLLINIICS] HE KOPOTKUI Pa3roBOp, a A0JATUI U HEPOCTOM
CIOp, OCTaBUBIINY B AyIIE CIIEA.

Benmukuii kHA3b TOKe Momyasl. OH He MbITajICs MPOJOJDKUTH Oecely, He MCKaJl TIOBOJa 3a/iep-
KaTb JEBYIIKY PSIOM elle XOTs Obl Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT M HE TO3BOJIMI ce0e HU €JMHOTO XKecTa,
KOTOPBII MOT OBl TOCTABUTH €€ B HEJIOBKOE MOJIOXKEHUE TIepe;]] OKPY:KaIoIMMHU. JIUIIb Koraa OHY MOf-
HSUJTUCh Ha aJlJIel0, OH HETPOMKO ITPOU3HEC:

— brnaronaprio Bac 3a oTkpoBeHHOCTh, Ennzasera AsiekceeBHa.

Ona ocTtaHOBWJIaCh M1 BHUMATEJIbHO ITOCMOTPEJIA Ha HETO.

— Hapneroch, Mou citoBa He MOKa3aJIMCh BaM JIEP3KHUMHU.

[Netp mokayvas roJoBoy, U Ha €ro JIMIIE MOSIBIJIACH €/1Ba 3aMeTHasl yJIbIOKa.
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— Hanporus. Iep3ocTh Beeraa roBOpUT IPOMKO, TOra KaK MCKPEHHOCTh TIOUTH HEU3MEHHO
3BYUYMT THXO.

C 3TUMH CJIOBAMU OH TMOKJIOHWJICS M HATTPABUJICS HABCTPEUY I'OCYIapIo, KOTOPBIA ykKe O YeM-
TO OKMBJICHHO OECe/IoBaJl C MUHUCTPOM JJBOPA.

En3aBera ele HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJI CMOTpeJia eMy BCJIell, TIOKa 3HAKOMBI TOJI0C He BBIBEII €¢
U3 32 lyMYUBOCTH.

— Jlnzer.

OmHa B3/1pOrHYJ1a U 0OepPHYJIACH.

[epen neit crosin Cepreit. OH He yIBIOANICS C TOR OTKPBITON 0€33200THOCTBIO, K KOTOPOW OHA
yXe ycresa NpUBBIKHYTh. HanpoTus, OH BHUMATEIbHO BCMAaTPUBAJICA B €€ JIMLIO, CJIOBHO ITBITAJICA
MIOHSTh, OTYErO 3a CTOJIb KOPOTKOE BPEMsI OHO CTAJIO TAKUM 32 JyMUHBBIM.

— IIpocrure... — HEMHOTO CMyTUBIIUChH, IPOU3HEC OH. — MHe MoKa3aa0ch, YTO Bbl YCTAJIM.
EnuzaBera onycruia riasza.
— HemHoro.

— Torna no3BosbTe 3aaTh BaM OJUH HECKPOMHBIN BOIIPOC.

Ona nogHsIa HA HETro B3IV

— Kakoi?

— He xotute 11 HemHoro mpoutuch? be3 wrp, 63 KOMMaHWM... MPOCTO IO ajiee, eCIH,
KOHEYHO, 3TO HE HapyLIMT BAIIHX IJIaHOB.

B ero rosnoce He ObUI0 HU HACTOMYMBOCTH, HU TPEBOTH, TOJIBKO CIIOKOMHOE y4acTHe, U IMEHHO
OHO HEOXMJAHHO MOKa3I0Ch JI3eT yAUBUTEIBLHO TETLIBIM.

Ona yxe cobupanach OTBETUTbh, KOTJa HETIOAAIEKY pa3ajics 3BOHKUI rojoc Kcenun:

— Cepreii [1aBnoBuy!

O6a OTHOBpEMEHHO 0OEPHYIHUCH.

Benmukast kHskHA OBICTPO IIJTa K HUM, NMPUAEPKUBast IIUPOKOMONYIO LISy, KOTOPYIO BETep
TO M JIEJIO TIBITAJICSI COPBATh C TOJIOBBI.

— Bort BHI €!

OCTaHOBMBIIMCH PSIOM, OHA C HAPOYMTO YKOPU3HEHHBIM BHIOM IOCMOTpEa CHavala Ha
rpada, 3aTeM Ha MoApyTY.

— A g yKe pemmia, 4To Bbl 00a TalHO cOeKaIi B MOHACTHIPb.

Cepreii paccmesiics.

— [louemy MMeHHO B MOHACTBIPb?

— [MoToMy YTO TOJNBKO TaM MOKHO pa3roBapuBaTh C TAKMMHU CEPbE3HBIMH JIMIIAMU B CTOJIb
Yy/IECHBIUN JIEHb.

Omna BHUMatepHO nocMoTpesna Ha JInzeTr. OMHOro KOpOTKOTo B3MJIsAa OKa3aIoCh JOCTATOYHO.
3a nmonrue rogpl ApykObl KceHus Hayumiaach 3aMeuarh MaJISMIIyl0 TEepeMeHy B ee HaCTPOCHUH,
OJIHAKO, BOIIPEKH CBOEMY JIIOOOMBITCTBY, HE 3a/1ajla HA €AMHOTO BOIIPOCa, a JIMIIh €jBa 3aMETHO KOC-
HYJIACh JIOKTS TIOAPYTU. DTO MPUKOCHOBEHKE OBUIO TIOUTH HEBECOMBbIM, HO Enm3aBera cpasy noHsiia
€ro CMbICIL.

«51 papom».

— lNocriona! — moHeccst ¢ MPOTUBOMOJIOKHOM CTOPOHBI JTy:KallKy Becesbli ronoc Hukonmas. —
Ecnu BbI HaMepeHbI BECh JIeHb JII0OOBAThHCS MTPYIOM, MPEAYIPEKAAI0: Mbl YK€ HAUMHAEM COCTSI3aHUE
1o crpensoe!

— Ko nocneanuii, TOT oriayMBaeT MOpOXeHoe! — ToTyac KpukHyJa Muxauit.

— C yero Bapyr? — Bo3myTmiach Kcenus.

— [MoToMy uTO 3Ty 3aMeyYaTeIbHYIO MBICITb TPEAJIOKHUII 5.

— B Takom ciyuae riaTuTh A0JKEH UMEHHO ThI.

— 3DT0 BOMNMIOIIEE HAPYILIEHNUE 3aKOHOB JIOTHKHU.

— Kakux umeHHo?
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— Moux.

ITo mapky cHOBa MpOKATUJICS IPYKHBINA CMEX.

Jluzer HeBOJIBHO YibIOHYIack, M Cepreft 3aMeTrI 3TO NepBbiM. EMy BAPYT MPHIILIO B TOJIOBY,
YTO HET Ha CBETe HUYEro JOPOKe ITOU YIBIOKM BOBCE HE TIOTOMY, UTO OHA ObLIa HEOOBIKHOBEHHO
KpPacHMBOM, a TIOTOMY, YTO MOSIBJISUIACH JIAIIIb TOT/IA, KOT/IA JIEBYIIKA JEHCTBUTENILHO 3a0bIBaia 000
BCEM OCTaJIbHOM Y CTAaHOBHJIACH CaMOW COOOM.

Bnamm, y camoii KpoMKH Jy)aiiku, [TeTp Ha MrHOBeHHE OCTAaHOBHJICS M, OOSPHYBIIIKCh, CHOBA
oTbicKan B3rsigoM Enmzasery. Tenepb oHa cMmesiiach HaJl OYepeiHoM IIyTko Muxawmnia, a psaaoM
crosin Cepreid, CIyIIABIIMM €€ C TEM CIIOKOMHBIM M BHUMATEIbHBIM Y4acTHeM, KOTOPOTro HEBO3MOKHO
ObLIIO JOOUTHCSI OTHOM JIMIITH YYTUBOCTHIO. BeNMKMiA KHsI3b MeUIEHHO OTBe Tia3a. OH ele He Ipo-
UTpaJl, HO BIIEPBBIC B )KU3HU MOHSL, YTO CYIIECTBYIOT BEIIH, KOTOPHIX HEJIb3s1 IOOUTHCS HA BBICOKUM
TMOJIOXKEHUEM, HU UMEHEM, HU CaMbIM TEPIIEIUBBIM OKUIAHUEM, U 9TO OTKPBITHE OKA3aJI0Ch AJIsl HETO
HEOXHUIAHHO TOPbKUM.

[Tocne mporynku no npyay Urpbl MPOJOKMWIUCH C MIPEKHUM OKUBJIeHueM. Ha rpoctopHoi
Jy’)KaiiKe yKe pacCTaBUJIM JePEBSIHHbIC MUIICHU JIJIS1 CTPEJIbObI, HEMOJAJICKY JIAKEH PACKJIaIbIBaIN
HA JUIMHHBIX CTOJIaX KOP3UHBI C (DPYKTaMU U MPOXJIAJUTEIbHBIMUA HATUTKAMHU, a TIOJ] TEHBIO CTapbIX
OyOOB MPHUIBOPHBIE JaMbl YIOOHO PACTIONOKIIIUCH B TUIETEHBIX Kpeciax, Habmoaas 3a MOJIOICKBIO.

Nmneparpuna 6ecenosana c rpacduneii lllyBanoBoit u KHsAruHen [ onuibiHOM, BpeMs OT Bpe-
MEHH YJIBIOasiCh OCOOCHHO YIauHBbIM ITyTKam KceHuu, KOTopas, Ka3ajaoch, HE MOIJIA YCHJIETh Ha
OJJHOM MecTe J0JIbIlle HeCKOIbKUX MUHYT. Hatanbs CepreeBHa Toxe npucoeAMHWIAch K gjamam. OHa
MOYTH HE3aMETHO CJIeJIIa 32 JEeTbMH, HE BMEIIUBAasICh B UX Pa3roBOPbI, HO €€ MAaTePUHCKUIA B3IJIs]L
HEM3MEHHO Haxo[w cHadasta Enuzasety, motom Muxawnna u, HakoHell, Couio, ycrieBInyo cooparb
BOKPYT ceOsI 1IeTyI0 KOMITAHUIO JIeTeH U C CaMbIM CepPhe3HbIM BUIOM PACCKA3BIBABIIYIO MM UCTOPHIO
0 TOM, KaK TPOIILJION 3MMOM IMbITAJIaCh HAYYUTh JTIOOUMOTO TIOHH OTKPBIBATh JBEPH.

— Baiu netn ynuButenbHo pasuble, Hatanbs CepreeBHa, — 3ameruiia rpaguns [lysanona.

— MiMeHHO Mo3TOMY JJOMa HUKOT/IAa He ObIBaeT CKyYHO, — C YJIBIOKOW OTBETHJIA OHA.

Kusaruns [NonuipiHa MOHUMAOIE KUBHYIA.

— A Enuzagera... Npu3HAIOCh, 51 IaBHO HE BCTpevalia CTOJIb BOCIUTAHHOW MOJIOION JEBYIIKU.
HeynuButenbHO, U4TO CeromHs BOKPYT Hee coOpasach e/iBa JiM He MOJIOBUHA MOJIOABIX Josieit [letep-
Oypra.

Hatanbs CepreeBHa Tuxo paccmesiiach.

— Borock, Most 10ub ceiiuac MeHbIIe BCero yMaeT 00 TOM.

— VIMeHHO MOo3TOMY U yMaloT O HEel.

Hernonaneky mmmneparop Habmoaas 3a cocTsa3aHueM Moiofasix oduiiepos. K Hemaiomy yno-
BOJILCTBUIO TOoCynapsi, Muxaus poMaxHYJICS IT0 MUIIIEH! HACTOJIBKO yOeTUTEIbHO, UTO MMyJIs yaapH-
J1ach B ICPEBSHHBIN CTOJIO JAJIEKO B CTOPOHE.

— Anekceit Hukonaepud, — cMesich, 3aMeTr1 Ajiekcanap AJleKCaHAPOBUY, — €CJIM Balll ChiH
KOr/1a-HUOY/Ib MOWAET B apTUJUIEPUIO, TPOTUBHUKY MOKHO OyJIeT HEe OmacaThCsl.

MUHUCTP HEBO3MYTUMO MOKJIOHUJICS.

— T'ocynapb, 3aT0 OH HETTPEMEHHO MOPA3UT BCEX CBOMM KPaCHOPEUHEM.

Haxe cam Muxaui He yaepxayics OT CMexa.

— ITanenbka!

— Yro moaenark, ChIH MO, TIPaBIa MHOTAA METUT TOUHEE JTIOOOH MyJIH.

OO cMex 3aryIIri ero MPOTECThl, a TPAa3THUK TeM BPEMEHEM MPOIOJIKAJICS CBOMM Uepe-
nom. Kcenus yxe yBnekia Hukonas urpats B Kpoker, Onbra 6ecenoBana ¢ (ppeiiyimHaMu, U JIUIIb
EnuzaBera He3aMeTHO OTOIILIA K aijiee, T/e CTapbie JIMIThl 00Pa30BbIBAIIH ITPOXJIa THBIN 3eJICHbIN CBO/L.

OHnHa ocTaHOBMIIACh BO3JIE OeJI0i MpaMOPHOU OaTIOCTpabl, OTKY/Ia OTKPBIBAJICS BH HA TIPYII.
XOTs MIyM Tpa3gHUKA MMO-TIPEKHEMY JOHOCHIICS COBCeM OJIM3KO, 3[IeCh OH 3BYYall IIPUTITYIICHHO,
CJIOBHO CaM MapkK oOeperat STOT TUXHMH YTOJIOK OT CYeTHI.
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Uepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT 32 CIIMHOW MOCIIBIIIAJIMCH 1Iary.

— [lozBommTe?

EnuzaBera o6epHyack.

[epen weii crosin Cepreid.

— KoneuHo.

Hekotopoe Bpemsi OHM MPOCTO HUIM PsiioM. B 3ToM MomuaHuu He ObUIO HU CMYILIEHHUS, HU
HEJIOBKOCTH, HM HEOOXOIUMOCTHU BO UTO ObI TO HU CTAJIO TIOAJEePKUBaTh pa3roBop. OHM yxke ycrenu
MPUBBIKHYTH K TOMY, YTO PSIOM JIPYT C APYTOM CJIOBa JaJieKO He Bcersia ObIBAIOT HYKHBL.

Jlerkwuii Betep mpode:xasl o BepXyIlIKaM JIUI, U U3 BHICOKOH Mpuyecku EnnzaBeTsl BHIOMIACH
TOHKasl CBeTIasi Mpsiib, yHaBiuas ei Ha meKky. OHa MalluHaJIbHO MOMBITANACh YyOpaTh ee, HO BeTep
CHOBa BEPHYJI HETOCYIIIHbIN JIOKOH Ha MPekHee MECTO.

Cepreil HEBOJILHO YJIBIOHYJICSI.

— Kaskercs, cerofnsi BetTep peiii ¢ BAaMU OCTIOPUTb.

Jluzer Toxe yapiOHYIach.

— IMoxosxe, OH TBEpPAO HaMepeH MOOeTUTh.

Ona BHOBb MOJHSUIA PYKY, OJHAKO M Ha 3TOT pa3 Oe3ycrneniHo. Cepreil XoTen YTo-TO CKa3arh,
HO OCTaHOBUJICS, CJIOBHO HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/] CIIOPHJI caM ¢ coOoi. HakoHel1 OH 0ueHb TUXO MPOU3HEC:

— IIpocrwure...

EnuzaBeta BOMpPOCUTENILHO MOCMOTpENIa Ha HEro.

OH He cenan HA eAUHOTO JIBUKEHUSsI, JIMIIh BCTPETHICS C HEW B3IJISAOM, U B 9TOM B3IJIsIC
OBLJIO CTOJIBKO OCTOPOKHOCTH M YBaKEHH S, UTO KA3aJI0Ch, OH ITPOCKJT ITO3BOJICHUsI O€3 eJITHOTO CJIOBA.

JIuzer enBa 3aMeTHO KMBHYJIA.

Jlumb nocne atoro Cepreil MesIeHHO MOAHSUT PYKY M KOHYMKAMU TaJIblIeB OCTOPOKHO OTBEJ
BBIOMBINIUIICS JIOKOH, OepexHO yOpas ero 3a ee yxo. [IpukocHOBeHHUE TMIIOCh He OOJIbITe MTHOBEHHS,
HO OH Cpasy e OTCTYINWJI Ha TOJIIIAra, CJIOBHO MCIyTraJicsi COOCTBEHHOM CMEIOCTH.

ITOro KOPOTKOrO MIHOBEHHMSI OKA3aJI0Ch JOCTATOYHO.

EnuzaBera BOpyr NovyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK cepiie cOMIOCh ¢ MpUBbIYHOTO putMa. Eil mokasanocs,
YTO BECh MHUP HEOKHIAHHO CTHUX, OCTABUB JIMIIIb LIEJIECT JIMI HAJl TOJIOBOM, €jBa pa3InIuMoe co0-
CTBEHHOE JIbIXaHHUe U CTPAHHOE OIIIyIIIeHHE Terlia, KOTOPOE yKe UCUYe3JI0, HO BCE eIl XKUJIO B IIaMSITH.

IlepBbiM Hapymma Momyanue Ceprei.

— IIpoctute MeHs1. BeposiTHO... MHE He ClIeJoBaIO. ..

B ero rosoce 3Bydano UCKpeHHEEe CMYIIIEHHE.

EnuzaBera MenyieHHO mofHsuia miasza. Ha ero e He ObUIO HA TEHH CaMOJOBOJIBLCTBA Yesio-
BEKa, MO3BOJIMBIIIET0 ceOe 1eP30CTh; JIMIIb TPEBOTa U ONACEHKE, YTO OH MOT ITOCTABUTh €€ B HEJIOBKOE
nonoxenue. VIMEHHO 3TO HEOKMJaHHO TPOHYJIO JIM3eT ropaszio CHbHee CaMOro MPUKOCHOBEHHMSI.

Ona THXO y/IBIOHYIACh.

— Her, Cepreii [1aBnoBuu. He ciieioBaio ToJIbKO BETpY.

OH 00sier4eHHO paccMesiicsl, U BCJIe/ 32 HUIM PaccMesiiach OHa.

B HeckonbKMX JIecSITKax IIaroB, CKPBITbIE T'YCTOM JIMCTBOH, MO-TIPEXHEMY 3BYYallll TOJoca,
CMeX M My3bIKa OOJIBIIIOTO JIETHETO MPa3IHUKA, HE TIOJO3PEBABIIIETO, YTO B TEHU CTAPBIX JIAI TOJIBKO
YTO MPOU3O0IILIO COOBITHE, KOTOpOe 00a Oy/IyT MOMHHUTH FOPa3/io AOJIbIIIE BCeX NP, MUKHUKOB U TOP-
’KECTB TOTO CYACTIIMBOTIO JIETA.

Korga Emmzaera m Cepreil BepHYIHCh Ha JIyXaiKy, MPa3gHUK YKe Pa3ropescsi C HOBOM
cunoit. Tlon pacKuIUCTHIMU 1y0aMu JIaKeU PACCTaBMIIM CKJIAIHBIE CTOJIMKU C MPOXJIaAUTETbHBIMU
HAITUTKaMH U cepeOpsIHBIMU TTOTHOCAMH, HATIOJIHEHHBIMU BUIITHEN, aOPUKOCaMH U KITyOHUKOM, Yy Th
M0OAAJTb MOJIO/IbIe OhUIIEPHI TOPSYO CIIOPUIIA O TOM, KTO MEPBBIM IMOPA3KUT CAMYIO TAJIbHIOI MUIIIEHb,
a HECKOJIbKO TIOJKHJIBIX T€HEepaJioB C HECKPBIBAEMBIM YIOBOJILCTBHEM HAOJIOAIN 32 STUM COCTSI3a-
HHUEM, PEKPACHO MOHUMAsI, YTO MOJIOZIE)Kb HEM3MEHHO NEPEOlIeHNBAET COOCTBEHHOE MacTepPCTRBO.
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Hmmnepatop cTosist Bo3Jie CTPENIKOBOro pyoexa, Oecemysi ¢ BOGHHBIM MUHHUCTPOM U AJieKceeM
Hukonaesuuem.

VBunes noub, Hatanbs CepreeBHa rojo3Baia ee.

— Jluser, guts Moe, IOJONIN.

EnuzaBera mpubnusuiack, ¥ MaTh C TOW €CTeCTBEHHOW 3a00TOM, KOTOpasi CBOMCTBEHHA JIUIIIb
MOOSIIMM KeHIIIMHAM, €[]Ba 3aMETHO TIONpaBUia KPYKEBHON BOPOTHHK €€ TUIaThsl.

— ThI O1IIATH COBCEM pacTpenaiach.

JIuzet ynbIOHYIaCh.

— D10 BeTep BUHOBAT, MaMEHbKa.

— Pazymeercs. Berep, ckauku, mporyiku... Thl HUKOTa He TIPU3HAeIh COOCTBEHHOW BUHBI.

Enm3zaBera tuxo paccmesiniach.

— He npusHaro.

— Bor u xopoto.

Haranbsa CepreeBHa ¢ HEXHOCTBIO KOCHYJIACh €€ PYKHU.

— VHoraa MoJogpIM JIEBYIIKaM Jake TMOJIE3HO XOTh HEHAIOJro 3a0bIBaTh O OE3yMpeuHbIX
MaHepax.

B 31y MuHyTY Haj J1yxkaiikoi pa3Heccsi 3BOHKuUi rosnoc Kcenuu.

— locriona!

Bce HeBONbHO 0OEpHYIHCH.

Benukasi KHsKHA CTOsIIa BO3JIe A€PEBSHHBIX MUIIEHEH, Iepka B pyKax HeOOBIION JaMCKUit
MUCTOJIET, ¥ BHIIVIsSI/IENIa TaK PEIIUTEIbHO, CJIOBHO COOMpaach OObSBUTh HAYAIO HACTOSIIIIETO BOCH-
HOT'0 10XO0/1a.

— INo3BonbTE y3HATH, OTYETO TO MYKUYMHBI CUUTAIOT CTPENIHOY UCKIIOUUATETIHHO CBOMM 3aHSi-
THeM?

Mornogapie opuueps! NEpersHyIUCD.

— Mu1 BoBce Tak He cumrtaem, Bamre Mmmeparopckoe BricouecTBO, — ¢ yabIOKOM OTBETHII
OJIH U3 HUX.

— Heyxenu?

Kcenus nykaBo npuiypusach.

— Toraa npeJarailo HeMeIJIEHHO 3TO POBEPUTD.

Huxkomnaii, yxe noraapiBasich, K 4eMy BEAET CECTPa, TUXO PaCCMESIICH.

— Kcmoma....

— Yro?

— Hy nonxo Tebe.

— IlozgHo.

Ona no6eiHo yJIBIOHYIaCh.

— 4 yxe Havaia.

Nmneparpuiia nokayasna rojioBoil.

— KceHusi, 4to ThI onsiTh 3a1ymaiia’?

— Camy1o cIipaBeJIMBYIO BEllb HA CBETE, MAMEHBKa.

TeaTpasibHO pa3Be/si pyKaMu, OHa TPOMKO OOBSIBHIA:

— MyXuuHbl IpOTUB Jam!

Ha Heckomnbko ceKyH/1 HaJl JTy:KallKkoW IOBHCIIA TUIIMHA, KOTOPYIO TOYTHU Cpa3y HApYIIMIA 0100-
pUTENIbHBIE BO3IJIACHI MOJIOJIBIX O(PULIEPOB.

— IIpexpacHas mbIcib!

— M1 cortachbl!

— IIpunHumaem BbI30B!

Nmnepatpuiia ¢ yinelOKOi MocMoTpesia Ha MyKa.

— AJekcannp...
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T'ocynape yxe cmescs.

— A nouemy Obl U HeT?

[oBepHYBIIUCH K 10YEpPH, OH TOOABWIL:

— TonbKo Npeaynpesxaalo: eciu MPOUrpaeTe, HUKAKOr0 CHUCXOXKACHHMS.

Kcenusi BO3MyIIIEHHO MprsKaia pyKy K Tpyau.

— Tocynaps! Heyxenu Bel COMHEBaeTeCh B COOCTBEHHOU Jovepu?

— VIMEHHO MOTOMY ¥ COMHEBAIOCh.

ITo ny:xaiike cHOBa MPOKATUIICA APYKHBIA CMEX.

Kcenus yxe pacnopsikanach ¢ BUIOM MOJIKOBO/IIA, TOTOBSIIETO pelaolee CpakeHue.

— Urtak, — 00bsiBUIIa OHa, 3arndast majblibl, — 32 JIaM BBICTYIaeM MblI ¢ JIuzer...

— 41 Toxe! — pazpancs 3BoHkMit rosoc Codun.

Bce npyxkHO 00epHY/IHCE.

Muxaui rpoMKO (DBIPKHYIL.

— CoHs1, TeOe BCEro YeThblpHaIAaTh JIeT.

— W 4ro ¢ Toro?

— Xots OBl TO, YTO MUCTOJIET THI IEpKajia B pyKax KyJa peke, 4eM KHUTY.

Coduist cepauTo BCKUHYIIA MTOAO0POIOK.

— 3aTo KHMTra HU pa3y He CTpelisiia.

Jlaxxe MoXuJible TeHepasibl He CMOIIIU CAEPKATh YABIOOK, 2 UMIIEPATOP, IOBOJIBHO XJIOMHYB ceOsI
T0 KOJIEHY, BECEJI0 BOCKJIMKHYIL:

— Bor 310 OTBeT!

Haranbst CepreeBHa JuIIIb moKayasia rojIoBOM, CTapasich CKPITh YIIBIOKY.

— Tocynaps, mporiry Bac, He OOLIPSIATE ee.

— Tlouemy xe?

— [Notomy 4TO MOTOM OHAa HEMPEMEHHO CTAHET YBEPSITh BCEX, UTO €€ MOAJAepKall caM UMIIe-
parop.

— Tak u ckaxy! — ¢ roroBHOCTBIO noaTBepanIa Codusi.

— Bort BuauTe? — ¢ IpUTBOPHBIM OTYASTHUEM MTPOM3HECIA MaTh.

AJtekcanap AJIEKCaHIPOBUY PACCMESLICS.

— Aunekceit HukonaeBuu, 6010ch, Mia/iias 049b yHACJIeA0BAaJIa Ballle KpacHOpeuHe.

Munuctp, He cBojs JlackoBoro B3misaa ¢ Codun, CHOKOMHO OTBETHMIT:

— Ecnu 310 1eCTBUTENBHO TaK, rOCyJaphb, OCTAETCSI JIMIIb HAJESIThCs, YTO BMECTE C HUM OHA
yHacJieqyeT u Onaropasymue.

— B 3TOM $ MOKa He BIIOJIHE YBEPEH, — JIYKaBO 3aMETHJT UMIIepaTop.

Hogblil B3pbIB cMexa MpoKaTuiIcs Mo Jykaiike, a KceHust Tem BpeMeHeM yike pacripeaessiia
KOMaH/Ibl.

— 3a gam BeicTynaor s, Jluzer, Onbra, rpaduns O6oneHckas v KHskHA [lonropykosa...

OHa HeHaJoJIro 33 yMasach.

Codust yxe OTKpbLIa POT, TOTOBSICH HATOMHUTH O cebe.

— Her.

— Tlouemy?

— IMoTomy uTO THI OyZ€IIb HAIIIMM IJIABHBIM BJOXHOBHUTEJIEM.

Codus pocusiia.

— D10 Aaxe nayurie!

Kcenus TopxecTByIoI1e MOBEPHY/IACH K MOJIOZIBIM JIIO/ISIM.

— A Terniepsb, rocrnoja, MoxeTe BHIOpaTh CBOMX JIyUIIIUX CTPEKOB. TOIBKO TOTOM HE TOBOPUTE,
YTO BaC He MPeayNpesKIaiu.
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Cepreil BapinamoB crenan mar Brepeq v, MOYTUTETbHO TOKJIOHUBIIUCH, C CAMBIM CEPbE3HBIM
BUJIOM TIPOU3HEC:

— OT UMEHU MYKCKOU TOJIOBHHBI OOIIECTBA 3asBJISI0, YTO Mbl TPUHUMAEM BBI3OB.

— JHaxe ecm npourpaere?

— OCc00OEHHO ec/T TIPOUTPAEM.

— Kak 6nmaropomHo.

— MBI BOCIIUTHIBAJIMICH B XOPOIIIUX CEMbSIX.

— DTO MBI ellie TPOBEPUM.

Wmnepatop nonHs1 pyKy, IpU3biBas BCeX K THINHMHE. B ero riazax cBeTUiIoCch TO MajbuuIlie-
CKOE 030pCTBO, KOTOPOE MOSIBIISIIOCH BCSAKUH pa3, Koraa ouiaibHOe MEPONpUsTHE HEOKUIAHHO
MPEBPAAIOCh B HACTOSIIIIMIA CEMENHBIN MPa3JHUK.

— Tlocriopa! CeroiHst MpouTpaBIlIvie UCTIONHSIOT KeJIaHUe TIOOeUTEIeH.

ITo my>xaiike MPOKaTUIICS OKUBJIEHHBIN I'YJI.

Kcenust nono3putenbHO MPUIILY pUiIach.

— T'ocynape... BB Be[jb ceiiyac COBEPILIEHHO He TIOLYMAITH O MOCIEICTBUSX ?

— Togymai.

— W ne ucnyranucey?

HmmiepaTop mMupoKo YIbIOHYJICS.

— Kcenus, st JaBHO MOHSUT OJIHY Belllb: OMAcaThCs CleAyeT He PEBOMIOLUI U HE MHOCTPAHHBIX
AepxkaB, a COOCTBEHHOH JJ0UepH, €ClIM el BAPYT MPUXOAUT B TOJIOBY OuepeHasi OnecTsimas uaesl.

— 3T0 KJeBeTa, — C AOCTOMHCTBOM 3asiBiiia KceHus, ofgHako Becenblil OJiecK B ee riia3ax
BBIJIaBAJI, UTO CJIOBA OTIIA JOCTABUIIU €l ICKpPEHHEEe yIOBOJIbCTBUE.
— Heyxenu?

— Pazymeercs. Bce Mo nen MCKITIOUMTENNBHO MOJIE3HBI ISl TOCYAApCTBA.

— Ocob6eHHO 11 TOCYIapPCTBEHHOTO CIIOKOWCTBHUSI, — HEBO3MYTUMO 3ameTr1 Hukomnaii.

— OHO uHOTrJa CJMIIKOM CIOKOMHO, — MapupoBajia KHsKHA.

Nmnepatpuiia, 0OMEHSIBIIUCH C MyKeM TTOHUMAIOIIM B3IJISIIOM, TOJIBKO TUXO paccMesiiach.

— AJniekcanjip, O0I0Ch, CIIOPUTH C HEl COBEPILICHHO OeCIOe3HO.

— Jloporasi Mosi, — OTBETUJI TOCYIIaph, — I OCTABUJI TIOJJOOHBIE TIOMBITKH €111e HECKOJIBKO JIET
Haza.

Kcenus TopxecTByIome yiblOHYIach.

— Bor Bupute? [Jaxe naneHbka npu3HaeT Moe MPEBOCXOICTBO.

— Her, — cniokoiiHO BO3pa3uJ uMIieparop. — 1 Juiib npu3Ha coOCTBEHHOE Oiaropasymue.

OTBeT BbI3BAJ HOBBII B3phIB cMeXa, U Jaxe KceHus: He ynepxkanach, EpBOM pacCMesIBIINCH
HaJ1 yIAYHOM IITyTKOM.

locynapsw cnenan npuriamaimi )KecT B CTOPOHY MUITICHEH.

— Uro %k, rocniona, pa3 yCJOBHs MPUHSATH 0OOEUMH CTOPOHAMM, OCTAETCSl JIMIIb BBISICHUTD,
KOMY cerofHsi OyJeT COIyTCTBOBATh yava.

Mornozple opUIIephbl TOTYAC HAMPABUIIMCH K CTPEIKOBOMY pyOexy. Jlaken ye TpUTrOTOBHIIH
MIUCTOJIETHI, PA3JIOKHB MX Ha MOKPHITOM 3€JIEHBIM CYKHOM CTOJIE, @ PSJIOM CTOSLIT HEOOJbIIINE SITUKH
¢ marpoHamMu. HeckoJbKo MOKHIIBIX TeHEepasIoB, A0 CUX MOp HAOMIOAABIIMX 32 IPOUCXOSAIIAM C J00-
POIYIIHOM YJIBIOKOM, Tereph 0XKUBUIIMCH U HAYAJTM 00CYXJaTh JOCTOMHCTBA OPYKHS C TEM BUAOM,
KaKOU OBIBAET TOJIBKO Y JTIOJECH, TIOCBATUBIIIUX BOCHHOMY JeJTy BCIO )KU3Hb.

Kcenusi Tem BpeMeHeM BHUMATENIBHO OTJIsIENa CBOI0 KOMAaH Y.

— TNocniona, mpenynpexaaio cpa3y: eclid Mbl IIPOUTPaeM, BUHOBATOW OCTAaHYCh HE 1.

— TMouemy nmeHHO BBI? — ¢ yibIOKO# cripocuiia Orbra.

— IMoTomy uTO KOMaH/AMPOB BCera OOBUHSIOT IEPBBIMH.

— A ecnu Borpaem?

— Torna, pasymeercsi, Bcs CllaBa JOCTAHETCS] MCKITIOUUTEILHO MHE.
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— OueHb cipaBeyIMBO, — paccMmesiiack Ennzasera.

— PasBe Het?

— Tlo meHblIelt Mepe 4ecTHO.

— Bor nmeHHo.

Cepreii, yCJIbIIIIaB 3TOT Pa3roBOp, €/1Ba 3aMETHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Bame Mmnieparopckoe BricOuecTBO, CMEI0 3aMETUTh, YTO ITPOTUB CTOJIb OMBITHOTO TOJIKO-
BOJILA HAM TIPUJIETCSI HEJIETKO.

Kcenus ¢ cambiM cepbe3HBIM BUJIOM CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY.

— bnaronapio, rpad. MHe npusiTHO, YTO IPOTUBHUK 3apaHee MIPU3HAET Hallle IPEBOCXOACTBO.

— ¢ nuie npu3HAI Bally CIOCOOHOCTD BCEJATh YBEPEHHOCTh B COOCTBEHHBIX BOMCKaX.

— W coBEpILIEHHO CIIPaBeJIUBO.

Huxkomnait momoren 6yvke v, TOKa4aB TOJIOBOM, HETPOMKO TTPOU3HEC:

— Kcroma, HNHOI'Ia MHE KaKE€TCs1, YTO Thl CMOIJIa 6bI BBIUT'PATh CPAKCHHUE, JaKE HEC HAYHNHAsA €ro.

— Pasymeercs.

Omna noxaJa rnjie4yamu Tak, CJIOBHO peyb II1JIa O YEM-TO COBEPILIEHHO OYEBUIHOM.

— 3auem TpaTuTh CHIbI, €C/I TPOTUBHUKA MOKHO YOSTUTh KalTUTYIMPOBATh 3apaHee?

Nmneparop paccmestics.

— Augekceir HukonaeBud, 6010ch, eciii Obl MOSI 10Ub POAMIIACH MYKUMHOW, OHA HEMPEMEHHO
TOTBITAIACh OBl CTaTh (DeJThAMAPIIAIIOM.

MWUHHCTP TIOYTUTETBHO YIIBLIOHYJICS.

— Tocynapp, cMelo MpernoaoKuTh, YTO B TAKOM Cllyyae oHa Obl UM CTaJa.

— Bor Bugure! — topikectByIonie BockiukHyaa Keenuns. — Hakonen-to Haiuescs: 4enoBek,
KOTOPBII MEHs [IOHUMAET.

— Ommbaerech, — CMOKOWHO BO3pa3wil Ajekcanap AjiekcanapoBud. — Ajiekcedt Hukornae-
BUY BCETO JIMIIb YMEET ObITh OCTOPOKHBIM.

Bce cHOBa paccMmesiuch.

[Moka mpomomkaycss 3TOT BeceNblil OOMEH IIyTKaMH, JIAKeW 3aKOHYMJIM IPUTOTOBJICHHUS.
MuiiieHu ObUTH YCTAaHOBJIEHBI, OPYKHE MTPOBEPEHO, U HAYATBHUK JBOPLIOBOM OXPaHbI, BHICTYIIUB BIIe-
pell, MOYTUTENILHO JIOJI0KHUIL:

— T'ocynaps, Bce roToBo.

Nmneparop ynoBaeTBOPEHHO KUBHYIL.

— B Takom ciyvae npoiiry y4acTHUKOB 3aHSTh CBOM MECTA.

Ha nyxaiike cpasy crano tuiue. [Jaxe Te, KTO elle MUHYTY Ha3aJ I'POMKO CMEsUICs, TeTeph C
TOOOIBITCTBOM OXHUJIAJIM Havasa COCTsI3aHus1. Mosople o(puIiephl IEPeroBaprBaJIKCh BIIOJITOJI0Ca,
JaMbl C MHTEpecoM HaOJTio1an 3a purotosieHus MU, a Codusi, BHITSHYB 1I€l0, CTapaiach He YIy-
CTUTh HU OTHOW TIOIPOOHOCTH.

— Jluzet, — tuxo ckazana Kcenusi, mogxons K mogpyre, — HaJeloch, Thl HE COOMPACIILCS
IaIMTh Tocnof?

EnuzaBeta ynpIiOHYIaCh.

— Borock, 310 3aBUCHT HE CTOJIBKO OT MOETO KeJIaHUsI, CKOJIbKO OT MOE METKOCTH.

— CKpOMHOCTb yKpalllaeT KeHIIMHY, — C Ba)KHbIM BUJIOM 3ameTusia Kcenust, — HO ceroaHst
OHA COBEPIIEHHO HU K YeMY.

JIuzer tuxo paccmesiach.

— Toraa nocrapaioch orpasJarh J0BEpUE HAILETO MOJIKOBOALIA.

— Bor Tenepp y3Haio CBOIO KOMaHY.

Kcenust mepBoii 3aHsiyla CBOE MECTO y CTPEIKOBOro pyoexa. JIOBKO MpHHSB M3 pyK Jiakes
HEOOJBINON JAMCKUH MUCTOJIET, OHA C TAKUM COCPEIOTOUYSHHBIM BUIOM OCMOTpEia Opy:KHe, CJIOBHO
cobupasach y4acTBOBaTh HE B JPYKECKOM COCTSI3aHHUM, & B HACTOSIIIUX apPMENCKHX YUCHUSIX.
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— Tocniona, — 00bsIBUIA OHA, — TPOIIY HE OTBJIEKaTh MEeHsI pasropopamiu. Vcropusi 3HaeT
HEMaJI0 TIPUMEPOB, KOTrJja BEJIMKHUE TIOJKOBOLIBI TEPIEH MOpakeHNe MCKITIOUUTEILHO U3-3a OOINT-
JIUBBIX COBETUYMKOB.

— Hcropus 3Haer u apyrue npumepsl, — HeBo3MyTuMo 3ameTu Hukomail. — Hekortopble
TMOJIKOBO/LIbI ITPOUTPHIBAJIN TIOTOMY, YTO CJMIIKOM MHOI'O TOBOPWJIMA CAMHU.

Kcenus 6pocuia Ha 6parta BbIpa3uTeIbHbIN BIIIISIL.

— Hukonaii AekcaHapoBHY, BBl C CAMOTO Hayasa BeJeTe ceOsl MOJ03pUTEIbHO.

— Yem xe?

— CIIMILIKOM 4YacTo MepexoAuTe Ha CTOPOHY POTUBHUKA.

— 4 nuie crapaioch ObITh OOBEKTUBHBIM.

— D10 KpaifHe HeYT0OHOe KauecTBO.

Bce cHOBa paccMmesiuch.

Nmmnepatop, ¢ TpyaoM CKpbIBasi YIbIOKY, Cliesial 3HaK HAYMHATb.

Kcenns nopssia nucroner. Heckonbko MIHOBEHMI OHA CTOsIa COBEPILIEHHO HETIOJBHKHO,
3aTeM IJIaBHO HaskaJla Ha CITyCKOBOM KPIOUOK.

BeicTpen packaruics Haj HapKOM, BCIYTHYB CTallKy NTHLI.

UYepes cekyHly OCIBIIIAINCH AIIOAUCMEHTHI.

[Tynsa nerna coBceM psiioM € LIEHTPOM MULIEHHU.

— bpaBo! — niepBbIM BOCKJIMKHYJI FOCYAAph.

Kcenust mobeiHO MOKJIOHMIIACH TTyOITUKe.

— [Ipomty 3ameTuTs, rocnona, 3To TOJIBKO Havyao.

Crnenyromeii crpesnsiia kHskHa JJonropykosa. Ee BbicTpen okazajcs MeHee yaauyHbIM, OJHAKO
TOXE IMPUHEC KOMAH/IE XOPOIIIKE OYKH.

INotom Hacrana ouepenp rpacgpuan OOOIEHCKOM, a Benel 3a Hell K pyOexy nogonuia Obra.

Ona epxaJa MIcToJeT CIOKOWHO M YBEPEHHO, Oe3 MaJIelIIero BOJHeH!s1. BricTpesn mpo3Byvat
MIOYTH CPasy, M MUILIEHb BHOBb BCTPETHJIA €TI0 APYKHBIMU OIOOPUTEIBHBIMHI BO3IJIACAMH.

— Kaxercs, 1aMbl ceroqHsi HACTPOEHBI BECbMa PEIIUTEIbHO, — 3aMETUJI OAMH U3 TeHEPaJIoB.

— 41 npenynpexaana, — Top:KecTBYIolIe pousHecaa Kcenus.

Muxaun TeaTpajibHO B3JOXHYII.

— locrnioza, no-moemy, HaC HaUMHAIOT TECHUTD.

— Tloka emie HeT, — criokoiHO oTBeTu1 Cepreit, He cBoas B3MIsaa ¢ EnuzaBeTs.

Kcenus Tyt ke 310 3amMeTnIa.

— Cepreii [1aBnoBuy!

— Ila, Bamme Mmmnieparopckoe BricouecTBo?

— He 3a0wiBaiite, 4To ceiyac ciaeayeT CMOTPETh HAa MUIIIEHH, a HE Ha HAIIIX CTPEJIKOB.

ITo my>xaiike MpOKaTUJICS HOBBIM B3PbIB CMEXA.

Cepreil cierka rmokpacHes, OJHaKO He pacTepsiyics.

— borock, Baiiie BeicouecTBO, HEKOTOPBIE MUIIIEHU MTPUBJIEKAIOT TOPa30 CUJIBHEE OCTAJIbHBIX.

— Kakoit onachblii oTBeT, — JiyKaBo 3aMmeruina Kcenusi. — Kaskercs, mocie cerofHsiHero
JHS MHE IIPUAETCS BHUMATEJIbHEE CIIE/IUTh 3a Halllell KOMaH oM.

Enu3aBera cMylieHHO oIycTuIa I1as3a.

Nmneparpuiia oomeHsiiack ¢ Hatanbeit CepreeBHOM OBICTPBIM B3IJISIIOM U €/1Ba 3aMETHO YJIbIO-
HYJIach, a TOCYAapb, CJIOBHO HUYETO He 3amevasi, MpOoJoJiKal HaOMoaaTh 3a COCTA3aHUEM C TeM J100-
POZYLIHBIM UHTEPECOM, KOTOPBIM JIENIall €ro B KPYry CEMbM COBCEM HE MOXOKMM Ha T'PO3HOTO CaAMO-
AepKua.

Hakonen ouepenp nouuta 1o EnvszaBeTs.

Jlakeii mouTuTENBbHO NOAAAT €1 MUCTOJIET.
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OHna crokoiHO NooIaroapuIa ero, MoOILIA K JMHAN OTHS M HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]] BHUMATEJIBHO
CMOTpeJia Ha MullleHb. BOKpyr HeoxxuiaHHO cTaio oueHb Tuxo. Jlaxe Kcenus nepecrana myTuTs, a
Codus, 3aTauB JpIXaHUe, C BOTHEHUEM CJIe/INIa 32 KaX/IbIM JIBUKEHUEM CECTPBI.

Enu3aBera MesieHHO MOAHSIIA PYKY.

Ha ee nune He Obuto HM TeHM BosMHEeHUs. Kazanock, oHa IpOCTO TepecTaiia 3amedarbh BCe
BOKPYT: IIyM MapKa, rojioca rocTei, JIOOOIBITHBIE B3MJISABI U JIAKe JIETKUI BeTep, MPOJOIKABIIHAIA
UrpaTh JUCTBOM HaJ| TOJIOBOM.

Paznancsa BeicTpel.

Ha mMraoBeHue nosucia TUILIMHA.

[oTom oauH 13 0uUIIepOB, CTOSBIIMX BO3JIE MUIIEHH, TPOMKO OOBSIBIIL:

— Tlourtu camplii ieHTp!

[To ny>xaiike MpOKaTUIMCh TPOMKHE arlJIOAUCMEHTBI.

Codust nepBoii 3axJionasia B JaIoIIH.

— 41 xe ropopua! { 3Hauna!

Kcenus nonbexana k JIuzer u kpenko oOHsiIa ee.

— Bor Teneps 51 COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOWHA.

— Tlouemy?

— [lotoMy 4TO € TAKMM CTPEJIKOM MBI IPOCTO HE UMEEM I1paBa MIPOUTPATh.

Cepreii npoBonut Enuzasety B3I1s10M, B KOTOPOM BOCXMITIEHHS OBLIO 3aMETHO OOJIbIIE, YeM
OH caMm Io3BoJuII Obl ceOe ToKa3arh. OHa ke, BO3Bpalliasi Jakelo MUCTONET, BBIIJIsAEA COBEPIICHHO
CIIOKOMHOM, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO HE C/iejajia OAWH U3 JyYILIMX BBICTPEIOB CETOIHSALIHETO THS.

— Jluzer, — ¢ ynbIOKo# npounsHecna Kcenusi, — mpu3HaBaicsi 4eCTHO, TA€ Thl ycIiesia Tak
HAY4UTbCS CTPENATH?

Enuzasera noxana reyamu.

— [NareHpka Bcerna ToBOPHII, YTO JBOPSIHUHY CIEAYET YMETh 0Opalarhcsi C OpyKUeM Hesa-
BHCHMO OT TOTO, MY’KUMHA OH WJIM XKEHILMHA.

— Bor Buguib! — TopkecTBylolie BockiumkHyna Kcenus, odopaunBasich k. Hukonawo. —
Ternepb Thl MIOHUMAEIIIb, TIOUEMY 51 CTOJIBKO JIET yroBapuBasia TeOsi He CMesIThCSl Hajl MOUMHU YIIPaK-
HEHUSIMU ?

— 4 u He cmesncs.

— Her, cmescs.

— JIums omHaXK b

— Kaxpiii pas.

Nmmnepatop 100pOAyIIHO MOKavyas roJIOBOM.

— Kcenus, 6010ch, B criope ¢ TOO0W HEBO3MOXHO BBIUTPATh.

— HaxoHen-To Bbl 3T0 IpU3HAJIHN, NANIEHbKA.

— 4 npu3Han 310 MHOTO JIET HA3a].

OO0l cMex CHOBA MPOKATHJICS TIO JTyXkKalKe.

Teneppb HacTana ouepeab MOJIOIBIX JTIOIEH.

IlepBbiM K iHMM orHA Bbies Hukonail. OH yBepeHHO B3sU1 TUCTONET, KOPOTKO MPULIESTUIICS
Y TIOYTH Cpa3y BBICTPEIIIIL.

— LlenTp! — rpoMKo 00BSBUIT OUIIEpP, CTOSBIINN BO3JIE MUILICHH.

— Tak HeyecTHO, — B3710xHYyJ1a KceHnss. — OH CIMIIKOM 100 TPEHUPOBAJICS.

— 3aBugyeis?

— Pasymeercs.

Cnenom BBICTYNMJIM €Ille HECKOJIBKO O(ULIEPOB, MOKa3aB BECbMa JOCTOWMHBIE PE3YJIbTaThl,
OJIHAKO 3pUTENM C OCOOEHHBIM HeTeprieHneM oxuaamu Beixona Ceprest Bapnamosa.
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OH nopomen K pyoexy CIOKOWHO, 6e3 MajeHiel MoCnemHocTy. [IouTUTeIbHO IPUHSB OpY-
XKUe U3 PYyK Jiakesl, rpad HECKOJIbKO CEKYH]] MOTYa CMOTpEJT Ha MUIIIEHb, CJIOBHO MBICTIEHHO OTCEKaJ
BCE, YTO MTPOHUCXOUIIO BOKPYT.

EnuzaBera HeoXMIaHHO MoiMaia ceds Ha TOM, YTO HAOJIOAeT 32 HUM C Ky/ia OOJBITIUM BOJI-
HEHHUEM, YEM CJIEIOBAIIO OB

BricTpen npo3ByYan HEOKHIAHHO PE3KO.

Heckomnbko cekyH]] Bce MOTYAIH.

[ToTroM BO3JIe MUIIIEHH TIOAHSIICS OTOOPUTEITBHBIN IITYM.

— B cawmmiii ieHTp! — 00BsIBII OpHLIep.

[o myxaiike MpOKaTUJIMCh TPOMKHE aryIONUCMEHTHI.

Kcenus TearpanbHO BCILIECHYIA PYKaMH.

— BorT Teneps MHe 3TO yKe COBCEM He HpaBUTCS.

— IMouemy? — c yabiOko# cpocun Cepreid.

— IMoToMy UTO BBl eI UCIOPTHUTH HAllle TPUyM(aIbHOE IIeCTBUE.

— 41 Bcero nmIb CTapaoch He TIOABECTH CBOI0 KOMAHIY.

— Kakoii Bbl 61aropa3yMHBbIN YeslOBeK.

— IIpuxonutcs.

Wmmnepatop ¢ SIBHBIM YJOBOJILCTBUEM CJEMII 32 STUM JIPYKECKUM COCTS3aHUEM.

— Aunekceit HukomaeBuy, — ckaszai oH, 0Opaniasich K MUHHCTPY, — MHE HaUMHAET Ka3aThCs,
YTO HBIHEIIHSISI MOJIOAEKb CTPEJISAET Ky/Ja JTydllle HAIlIero MOKOIeHHUS.

MuHUCTD Y/IBIOHYIICS.

— Tocynappb, BO3MOXKHO, TIOTOMY, YTO UM IIOKa ellle He MPUXOAUIOCh CTPENIATh MO-HACTOS-
iemy.

VrpiOka Ha nvie AsiekcaHapa AJIeKCaHpoBHYA CTaJla 3ayMUYrBee.

— [aii Bor, 4T0o0bBI M HE MPHUIILIOCH.

Ha Heckonbko MrHOBEHMI HaJl JIyKallKoW BOLIAPUJIACH TUIIIHMHA.

CnoBa rocynapsi Ipo3By4Yaid COBCEM MPOCTO, O6e3 BCAKOro nagoca, OqHaKO MHOTHE HEBOJIBHO
3ayMasich. Moofbie JIIOH ellie CMesTHCh, CHIOPWIIM U PaIOBAIMCh YAAYHBIM BBICTpEsaM, He TOA0-
3peBasi, YTO BIIEPE/IM MX JKET BEK, KOTOPBIM 3aCTABUT CJMIIIKOM MHOTHX M3 HUX B3SITh OPYKHE YKe
HE paJy UTPHL.

Ho 3T0 4yBCTBO ANMIIOCH JIUIIIL OTHO KOPOTKOE MIHOBEHHE.

Kcenus epBoil HapyImia MOTJYaHKe.

— Wrak, rocriosa, ecm Bl HAMEPEHbI MOOEKAATh HAC C TAKUM yCepIHeM, IPUIETCS] HA3HAYUTh
pelIaoIril BHICTPEII.

— Pematonuii? — nepecnpocust Hukosaii.

— Pazymeercs. Hacrosiiiee coctsizanme He MOKET 3aKOHUYUThCs Oe3 (prHaa.

Ona XuTpo y/IBIOHYJIACh U, OKMHYB B3JISIOM 00€ KOMaHbl, OObsIBUIIA:

— IlycTh OT Kak10¥ CTOPOHBI CTPEJISIET 10 OAHOMY uenioBeKy. Eciu mobGensar gamsl, rocrosa
UCTIONHAT MoOoe Haie keaaHue. Ecu ke BBIMTPAIOT MYKUHHBL.. Mbl BEJTMKOLYIIHO IOYyMaeM,
CTOUT JIX BBHITIOJIHATD UX MPOCHOY.

— Kakas nopasutesnbHas cripaBeyIuBOCTb, — paccmesiics Cepreu.

— 4 crapanace.

— U xro0 *e Oyner crpensts? — crpoct Hukonaii.

Kcenusi, He pazaymbiBasi HU CEKyH[IbI, TOBepHYJach K Enmsasere.

— Pazymeercs, JIuzer.

Bce B3ms/161 TOTYAC OOpPATHITUCH K HEH.

EnuzaBera pacTepsiHHO y/IbIOHYJIACh.

— [Nouemy nmenHo 51?
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— Tlotomy 4TO THI CErOgHs CTpelisa Jydllle BceX Hac, — YBepeHHO oTBeTwia Kcenus. —
Kpome Toro, s1 coBepIieHHO He HaMepeHa PUCKOBATh MOOEOM.

— Kakoe TporarenpHoe 1oBepue, — 3ametiin Hukonaii.

— OHO OCHOBaHO MCKJTIOUMTEIBLHO HA 3/IpaBOM CMBICIIE.

— W um karm Ha apyxoe?

— Jpyx0a apyxO0¥, a COCTSI3aHUEe COCTS3aHUEM.

Bce paccmestuce.

Nmmnepatop ¢ naTEpecom HaOMoAa 32 STUM CIIOPOM.

— Yro %, rocrnoza, BeIOOp JaM NoHsATeH. OCcTanoch y3HaTh, KTO OyAeT 3alUIIaTh YeCTh My K-
CKOW KOMaH/IBbl.

Heckomnbko Monoapix ouIiepoB MOYTH OHOBPEMEHHO MOBEpHYJHCH K Ceprero.

Muixau epBbIM HapyIII MOJTYaHHME.

— IMo-moemy, 31ech U BHIOMpATh HEYETO.

— TlonHocTeio cornaceH, — noajepxkan ero Hukonait. — Ilociie cerofHsIHux BHICTPEIOB
tosbko Cepreii [1aBnoBuY criocod6eH cocTaBUTh IOCTOMHOE conepHruuecTBo EnmzaBete AjiekceeBHe.

Cepreil mokayaji rojioBoi.

— Tocriona, MHE KakeTcsl, BBl HECKOJIBKO MEPEOLIeHNBAETE MOU CITIOCOOHOCTH.

— CKpOMHOCTb BaM OYeHb K JHIy, — 3ameTniia KceHusi, — HO ceifyac OHa COBEpIIEHHO
HEyMeCTHa.

Nmmnepatop yibiOHyCS.

— I'pad Bapnamos, noxoxe, OTCTynarh yxe MO3/IHO.

Cepreil MOYTUTETHHO MOKJIOHUICSL.

— B takom ciryuae rocrapaioch orpaBaaTh OKa3aHHOE JJOBEepHe.

— BoT u npekpacHo, — C yIOBJIETBOPEHHEM MPOU3HEC rocyaapb. — 3HAYMT, CYAbOy Cero-
JHSIIITHETO COCTSI3aHUs PEIIUT MOCIIeTHUN BBICTpEI.

Mo nyxaiike mpodexano oxuBieHue. Jlaken mocnenviv 3aMeHUTh MUIIIEHb HOBOH, O3 eiu-
HOT'O OTBEPCTHsI, a 3PUTEIIN HAYaIM IOIXOAUTD Omnke. [laske MOKUIIbIe 1aMBbl, 10 CHX TIOpP CIIOKOHHO
OeceJOBaBIIKE TI0]] IEPEBbSIMU, TETIEPb MOAHSIMCH CO CBOMX MECT, HE jKeJlasi TPOIYCTUTh Pa3BsI3KY.

Codusi, BOHYSACH €1Ba JIM HE CUJIbHEE CAMOM CEeCTPbI, KPETIKO CKajla PyKH.

— Jluzet 00s13aTeIbHO MOOeINT.

Muixaun ynbIOHyCS.

— OcroposxHee ¢ Takumu 3asiBieHusimu. Cepreii [1aBnoBudY Toke cTpesisieT MpeBOCXOAHO.

— Bce paBHO obeuT.

— Tlouemy THI Tak yBepeHa?

JleBouka mocMoTpesa Ha Opara ¢ TAKAUM BHOM, CJIOBHO OTBET ObUI COBEPIIIEHHO OYEBHU/ICH.

— [Toromy uTO OHa MO cecTpa.

Muixaun paccMesicsl ¥ JIJAaCKOBO TMOTpenal ee 1o iedy.

— Ouenb yOequTeTbHBIIN JOBOI.

TeMm BpemMeHeM HauaJIbHUK JIBOPIIOBOI OXpaHbl BRIHEC HEOOJBINION JEPEBSHHBIN SIIMK, B KOTO-
POM JIeKaH ABa OAMHAKOBBIX MMUCTOJETA.

— Tocynapb, opyXkue MOAroTOBJIEHO.

Anekcanzip AJlekcaHApPOBUY TOJOIIEN OMMKe U BHUMATEIILHO OCMOTpeIT 00a MHICTOJIETA.

— Ipekpacro. YToOBl HUKTO HE TOBOPUJI O MPEUMYIIECTBE OJHOTO OPYKHS Mepell IpyruM,
YUYACTHUKU CaMU BHIOEPYT, U3 KAKOTO CTPEISAT.

On nosepnyics k Enusasere.

— CynapsIHs, IPaBO NMEPBOrO BHIOOPA MPUHAIICKUT BaM.

JIuzeT COKOMHO MojIoNuIa K CTOMMKY. HEeCKOIBbKO CeKyH 1 OHa paccMarprBaia 00a M1ucTosera,
ocJie 4ero 0e3 BCAKUX KoyieOaHui B3JIa TOT, YTO JIEXKAJI CJIEBA.

— buaronapio.
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Cepreii yIbIOHYJICS.

— 3HaYNT, MO BBHIOOP CTaJI 3HAUUTEIIHHO TTPOIIIE.

OH B31J1 BTOPOA TUCTOJIET.

— Ipotty y4aCTHHKOB 3aHSITh MeCTa, — OOBSBUJ UMIIEPATOP.

Ha ny>xaiike Borfapuiach OYTH MOTHAS TUIIMHA.

Jlaxxe BeTep CIOBHO HA MTHOBEHME CTHX, NEPECTaB TPEBOXHUTD JIMCTBY CTapbix ayOoB. Bce
B3IVIS1/1bl OBUIM TIPUKOBAHBI K JIBYM MOJIOBIM JIIO/ISIM, CTOSIBIIMIM PSIIOM Y JIMHUU OTHSI.

Kcenus HezamerHo nogonuia Kk Hukonaro.

— Kak nymaenib, KTo modeaur?

OH uyTb yIBIOHYCS.

— He umeto HU MasieiInero KelnaHusl yraabBaTh.

— Tlouemy?

— ToTtomy uto B MOOOM Cilyyae KTO-TO U3 HUX OyAeT BbIHYXKIEH MPOUTpaTh, & MHE MOYEMY-
TO KaXETCsl, YTO CETOHS HU OTHOMY M3 HUX 3TOIO COBCEM HE XOUeTCsl.

Kcenust BHuMaresnpHO nocmotpena cHavana Ha Cepresi, motoM Ha EnuzaBeTy U HEOXKUAAHHO
niepecTasa yiploaThCsl.

— 3Haellb... MHE KaXeTcs, Thl IIPaB.

Wmnepatop caenan miar Brepea W, OKMHYB B3IJISIIOM OOOMX YYaCTHHKOB, C JI0OPOMYIIHOM
YJIBIOKOM TTPOU3HEC:

— Tocnona, nonaraio, mpaBuia OObSCHATH YKe HeT HeoOxoauMocTd. OAMH BBICTPENT PEIIUT
MCXO]] HAIIIETO COCTSI3aHUsI, TIO3TOMY OCTAETCS JIUIIb MOXKeIaTh 0O0MM CTPEJIKaM yaauH.

Enuzasera u Cepreil 0lHOBpeMEHHO MOKJIOHUIUCH.

Jlakeit mopa 3HaK, MocJie 4yero 00a 3aHsUIM CBOM MECTa y JIMHUU OTHSL.

Ha myxaiike Bomapuiach Takasi THIIMHA, YTO OTYETJIMBO CIBIIIATOCH, KAK B KPOHAX CTaphbIX
AyOOB IIEJIECTUT JUCTBA. [laxe Te, KTO elle HeJaBHO OKMBJICHHO MeperoBapuBaICs, Terieph HE CBO-
IWJIH T71a3 C ABYX MOJIOIBIX JIIOJIEH, KOTOPBIM MPECTOSIIO PEIIUTh UCXOM IPYKECKOTO COCTSI3aHMUS.

Cepreil HETOPOILUIMBO MOAHS MUCTONIET. OH HE TOPOMUJICS C BBICTPEJIOM, CIIOKOMHO IMpUIe-
JIUJICS ¥ JIVIIb CITYCTS HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHHI TUIABHO HaKaJl Ha CITYCKOBOM KPIOYOK.

I'poxoT BeICTpeNa pacKaTHICS HAJl TTAPKOM.

Bce B3ms1/161 TOTYAC OOPATHITUCH K MUITIEHH.

— Iouty camebliii IeHTp! — rPOMKO 0OBABIIT ouriep.

[o myxa¥ike MpOKaTWIMCh ONOOPUTEIIbHBIE BO3IJIACHL.

— BenukosnenHo! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OIMH U3 TeHEPAJIOB.

Nmriepatop AOBOJIBHO KUBHYIL.

— IIpekpacHsblii BBICTpEII.

Cepreil CIOKOWHO OIyCTHJI TIUCTOJIET U, MEpeaB ero Jiakelo, cesai mar B cropody. Ha ero
nmtie He ObUTO HU CaMOJIOBOJIbCTBA, HA BOJTHEHMs1. OH jiuiib mocMoTpen Ha Ennzasery v enBa 3aMeTHO
YJIBIOHYJICSI, CJIOBHO XOTEJ CKa3aTh, YTO TEMeph OUYepeib 3a Hell.

Jluzer rimyOoOKO BIOXHYJIA.

Ona He yyBcTBOBasIa cTpaxa. HanmpoTus, ymuBUTEIbHOE CIIOKOMCTBHE TIOCTETIEHHO OXBATHIBAJIO
ee, BBITECHSIsI Bce MOCTOpoHHME MbIcTH. [lepen rmazamu ocranach TOJBKO MUILIEHb, OeseBInas BJa-
JIeKe, a BCe OCTAJIbHOE CIIOBHO MIEPECTasio CyIIeCTBOBATh.

EnuzaBera MesieHHO MOAHSIIA PYKY.

Co cTopoHBI Ka3aJioch, OyATO OHA 3aMepIa.

Jlerkuii BeTepoOK IIeBEJIbHYI KPY/KEBO Ha €€ PyKaBax, COTHEYHBIN JIy4 CKOJIb3HYJI [0 TEMHOMY
MeTaJLTy IHCTOJIeTa, a rae-To coBceM psaaoM Codust Tak Kpenko cxkaa JaJoHH, YTo Jaxke nepecrasa
IBIIAT.

Paznancs BeicTpel.

Heckomnbko MrHOBEHHI HUKTO HE TTPOM3HOCUIT HU CJIOBA.
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[Torom BO3IE MUITIEHU TOCIBIIAJICS YIMBICHHBIA BO3I1Ac, U OuUIlep, HAKJIOHUBIIIKCH BIIEPE]],
elle pa3 BHUMATEIbHO MIOCMOTpeIT Ha IPOOOUHY.

— [Ipamo B nenTp!

TummHa 1ymiack JIMIIb OJHO KOPOTKOE MTHOBEHHE.

3aTeM napk HAroOJTHUIICS alUIOAMCMEHTAMH U PaJIOCTHBIMH BO3IJIACAMH.

Codust iepBoit Opocuiiach K cecrpe.

— Y 3nana! S 3Hanma, 94To TH MOOEIUIIIL !

Kcenus noutn cpasy kpernko ooHsia Enuzasery.

— Brniectsame, JIuzer! TIpocto 6mectsime!

Nmmnepatop mnogoren Onvxke U, ¢ HECKPHIBAEMBIM YIOBOJIBCTBHEM ITOCMOTpPEB CHavyajla Ha
MHUIIIEHb, 3aTeM Ha MOOSAUTETBHUILY, OIOOPUTETHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— IpusHatbcsi, cynapbiHsl, Bbl 3CTaBUIIM TOCTIO]] BCEPbE3 MOXKAIETh O TOM, YTO CETOIHS COCTSI-
3aJIMCh UMEHHO C BaMH.

Mornozsie opuIIephl APYKHO PACCMESLITHCH.

Cepreii nonomen k Enuzasere u nouTUTENBHO NOKJIOHUIICS.

— TMozapagiisiio Bac ¢ 3aciTyKEeHHON MOOEHIOM.

— Bbnaropapio, Cepreii [1anosuy.

— JlomkeH Mpu3HaThCsl, s IOUTH HAJIESUICS, YTO Bbl OKAXKETECh MEHEe METKOM.

OHa BOITPOCUTETBHO MTOCMOTpEIa Ha HETO.

— Tlouemy?

— [Notomy 4TO MPOWTpPHIBATH YEIOBEKY, KOTOPHIM UCKPEHHE BOCXMIIACIILCS, 3HAUUTETbHO
JIlerye, 4eM mooexaarTh ero.

EnuzaBera nmoyyBCTBOBasIa, Kak IEKH BHOBb CJIETKa BCIIBIXHYIIH.

K cuacrteio, B 3Ty MuHyTy Kcenns pemmrensHO XJIOMHYIA B JIAIONIN, BHOBb ITPUBJIEKas K cede
BceoOliee BHUIMaHKE.

— TNocnioga! HantomuHaio, 4to rocyaapb COOCTBEHHOPYYHO OOBSIBUI YCJIOBUE COCTSI3aHUS.

OHa TOpkecTBYIOIIe TOCMOTpEJIa Ha MOJIOJBIX JIIO/IEH.

— TToGex neHHbBIE UCIIOMHAIOT XKeJIAHUE TT00eIUTENIEN.

Hwukonaii TeaTpaabHO B3JOXHYIL.

— Boiock npeacTaBuTh, 4TO cefvac rnocuenyer.

— He ©Goticsi, — c¢ ykaBoii ynbsiOkoi otBetmiia Kcenusi. — Bcee Oyner BrojiHe MPUIMYHO...
TMIOYTH.

skkosk

Bo3sBparienue Bo ABOpel] MPOU30LUIO MOYTH He3aMeTHO. BmecTe ¢ BeuepHel MpoXJiajoil
CJIOBHO BO3BpaIllajiach M MPUBBIYHAS KM3Hb OOJIBIIIOTO MMIIEPATOPCKOro Joma. Mcuesnu rmiefpl,
Jaken OBICTPO YOpasv KOP3WHBI JIs1 MUKHUKA, a K IIMPOKOMY TMOABE3Ly OJHA 32 IPYroi MOAKAaThI-
BaJIM KapeTbl. BHOBb MOSIBUIIMCH KaMEPAMHEDSI, (DpeilyIMHbI, LIEpEMOHUIMENCTEPDI, O(PULIEPH] Kapa-
yJia, CO BCEX CTOPOH 3a3BYYaJIH CIIOKOMHBIE paCTIOPSKEHH S, M TOCTU HAYaJId PACXOJUTHCS 10 CBOMM
MOKOSIM, UTOOBI IEPEONIEThCS K BeUepHEMY Oaty.

— Jluzer!

Codust gorHana cectpy yxe Ha MPaMOPHOM JIECTHUIIE.

— 41 Toxe noiny.

EnuzaBera 1acKkoBO MOMpaBuiia BHIOMBIIHUICS JIOKOH Y Hee Ha BUCKE M C YJIBIOKOW TMoKavyasia
T'OJIOBOIA.

— Her, munas. CerogHs Henb3sl.

— Tlouemy?

— IMoTtomy uTO ceromHs OOMBIION NPUABOPHBIN Oal. BymyT MHOCTpaHHbBIE TIOCIbI, MUHUCTPHI,
Bech MeTepOyprcKuii CBeT. DTO COBCEM JIPYrou Beuep.

CoHs TsIKeN0 B3I0XHYJIA.
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— 3HAYHT, ONATH OYAYT OO TAHIEBATh U TOBOPUTH O CKYYHBIX Belax?

Kcenus 3BOHKO paccmesiiach.

— IpencraBp cebe, IMEHHO TakK.

— Torna, Moxet ObITh, 51 HIUETO He ToTepsiya.

JIu3eTr HaKJIOHUJIACh U MOLIEJIOBAIA €€ B JIOO.

— Torna s1 nOXAyCh TEOS M 3aCTABIIIO PaccKas3aTh aOCOMOTHO BCE.

— Obemaro.

Codust HemOBEpUYMBO MPUIILYPUIACH.

— W uu omHOM nogpoOHOCTH He 3a0y/iennb ?

— Hu ogHoi.

— ThI Bceraa Tak roBOpuIllb.

UYepes yac 1Bopelr ObLJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO y3HATb.

Kazanoch, KTO-TO OHUM JBMKEHHEM CTEp TEIUIbIH JIETHUN JeHb, HATIOJIHEHHBIM COJIHIIEM,
CMEXOM M 3araxoM JIMII, 3aMEHUB €ro TOPKeCTBEHHbIM BesvkosienueMm Mmmepun. Beicokue 3ep-
Kajla OTPaXkajM THICSYM OTHEH, XpyCTaJIbHBIE JIIOCTPbI OCHINAIM 30JI0TBIM CHSIHUEM OEJIOCHEKHBIE
KOJIOHHBI,  HATEPTHIX /10 OJiecKa MapKeT CBEpKaJl TaK sIpKO, CJIOBHO 10 HEMY CTpYyWJICs CBeT. Baonb
CTEeH HETIOJBUKHO 3aMepJIt JIaKeH, KaMep-IOHKEepbl BCTPEeYasId MPUObIBAIOIIMX FOCTEH, a IOl CBOIAMU
3aj1a yKe 3BydYaJiv TepBble BeJIMYaBble TAKThI TIOJIOHE3A.

K nmapagHomy nogbesy oHa 3a Apyrou MOAKATHIBAIN KapeThl. VI3 HUX BBIXOAMIA MUHHUCTPHI,
CEHATOPbI, TeHEPAJIbl, AUTIOMATHI, ITaMbl, OCHITIAHHbIE OPUUTHAHTAMH, BEIMKUE KHSI3bsI U TIOCITBI HHO-
CTpPaHHBIX JIEPKaB.

Bce 6bu10 Ge3y1ipeyHo.

Bce ppimano Benmunem.

Bce cooTBeTCTBOBAIO CTPOroMy MPUABOPHOMY TOPSIIKY.

W nmenno tenieps Ennzasete BAPYT CTao TPYAHO ABIIIATD.

Kopcer ObL1 3aTAHYT He cUJbHEE OOBIYHOTO, TUIAThe CUjIEN0 OE3yKOPU3HEHHO, OIHAKO el Ka3a-
JI0Ch, OYIITO BMECTE C TSDKEJIBIMA HUATSIMH JKeMYyTra Ha IJIeUH Jieryia Kakasi-TO HeBUAMMAsl TSKECTb.
MensieHHO 00Be/is B3IUISIIOM OTPOMHBIN 3aJ1, OHA HEOKHMIAHHO MorMasia ce0sl Ha MBICIIH, UTO elle
COBCEM HEIaBHO CUMTAJIA €r0 BEPIIMHON KPACOTHI, TOTa KaK Terepb OH HAIIOMUHAJ BEJTMKOJICTTHYIO
TeaTPaJIbHYIO CIIEHY, IJIe KaX/blil YeTOBEeK 00s13aH UrpaTh 3apaHee Ha3HAYEHHYIO eMY POJib.

Oma He cpa3y 3aMeTHIa, 4To 32 Hell HaOMoaloT.

Y NpoTUBOIONI0KHON KOJIOHHBI cTOsT IleTp, okpykeHHbI HECKOJIBKUMM MOJIOABIMU OuIle-
pamu. OH CMOTpeJT Ha Hee CIIOKOMHO M BHUMATeJIbHO, Oe3 YJIBIOKH, 0e3 HAaCTOWYMBOCTH, HO C TaKOW
COCPEeOTOUEHHOCTHIO, UTO JIM3eT HEeBOBHO OTBENA IJ1a3a.

W BniepBbIe 3a Bech ICHb €11 3aX0TENIOCh CHOBA OKA3aThCsl TaM, TJIe IITyMeJTU CTaphble JIUIIbI, CMesi-
nack Coust, a rocynaphb, 3a0bIB O COOCTBEHHOM BEJIMUMH, CHIIEI IIPSIMO Ha TPaBe CPE/I CBOMX JIETEH.

[NonoHe3 1aBHO 3aKOHUYMJICS, YCTYIMB MECTO BajlbcaM M KaJIpUJIsiM, OJJHAKO orpoMHbIi Huko-
JIAeBCKUI 3aJT MPOAOJIKAT KUTh CBOEH OCOOCHHOM KM3HBIO. XPYCTaTbHBIE JTIOCTPHI OCBHITIAIN 30J10-
THCTBHIM CBETOM O€JIOCHEXKHBIE KOJIOHHBI, OPKECTp OE3YKOPH3HEHHO BHIBOIVJI 3HAKOMBIE MEJIOANH, a
COTHH TOJIOCOB CJIMBAJIMCh B POBHBIN MPUTITYIIEHHBIN TYJI, KOTOPHIM Ka3aJcsl TAKMM K€ HEeOTheMJie-
MBIM YKpalieHreM Oasia, Kak OJecK OpAEHOB M AparolieHHOCTEN.

EnuzaBera TaHIieBasa yxe 4eTBepThiid TaHel] noapsia. OHa 0e3yKOpU3HEHHO YIbiOanach, OTBe-
yaja Ha JT00e3HOCTH, CKJIOHSUIA TOJIOBY MMEHHO TOT/a, KOrJa 3TOro TpeOoBasl THKET, U Onarona-
pUjIa KaBaJiepoB TaK, Kak ee Y4riIu ¢ camoro JerctBa. Co CTOPOHBI OHA BBIMVIs/IENA BOIUIOIEHUEM
criokoiicTBus, 1 uiib Haranbss CepreeBHa, HaOmoaaBInas 3a JOUYEPhio U3 Kpyra MpUABOPHBIX J1aM,
3amMevasia, uTo yJbIOKa JIu3eT cTaHOBWIIACh BCe THIIE, a B3IJISA[ BCE Yallle HEBOJIBHO YCTPEMJISICS K
BBICOKMM OKHaM, 32 KOTOPBIMH IIPOCTHpAJIaCh TEMHAsI MIOHbCKAsl HOUb.
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Koraa cmonkin nocieanue akkopabl ouepenHoro tanna, Cepreii BapiamoB nourtu cpasy nogo-
e K Hed. [TokioHuBIIMCh Oe3 MasieInei TOPOIIMBOCTH 1 Oe3 KeJlaHus TIPUBJIeYb K cebe BHUMA-
HHE OKPYKAIOIINX, OH HETPOMKO IPOU3HEC:

— [No3Bommte?

EnuzaBera oTBETHIA JIETKMM PEBEPAHCOM.

— C ynoBonbcrBueM, Cepreii [1aBnoBuy.

OpkecTp BHOBb 3aUTpaJl BAJIbC.

Cepreil BeJl yBEpEeHHO U YAMBUTEIbHO OepekHO. B ero nBmkeHusix He ObUIO HU CTpemiie-
HUS OJIECHYTh MacTepCTBOM, HU KeJIaHWs IOKOPHUTH MyOnuKy. Kazanoch, OH TaHIIEBaJl TaK, CJIOBHO
BOKPYT HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO COTEH BHIUMATEJIHBIX 1713 ¥ OECUMCICHHBIX MPUIBOPHBIX, TOTOBBIX 3aMe-
THUTB JIIOOYIO OIIHOKY.

Hekoropoe Bpems oHM MOT4asIu.

Haxonen Cepreii THXO ckazait:

— BpI ycranm.

EnuzaBera yauBII€HHO MOAHSIA HA HETO IJia3a.

— Heyenu 3T0 HACTONBKO 3aMETHO?

Ha ero rybax mosiBuiach efipa yJIoBUMast yJIbIOKa.

— TonbKo YenoBeKy, KOTOPBI YyBCTBYET TO Xke CaMoe.

Omna oTBeTHIIa €My TaKOW e THXOH YJIBIOKOM.

— 3Ha4MT, ¥ BaM 3]IeCh HEJIETKO?

— MHoraa MHe KaxeTcs, YTO BECh 3TOT OJIeCK CYIIECTBYET JIMIIb 3aTeM, YTOObI JIIOAU Tiepe-
CTaJIM 3aMeyaTh JIPYT JIpyra.

EnuzaBera 3a1yM41BO MMOCMOTpeNia Ha KPYKalluecs Mapsbl.

— CeronHs HeM Bce ObUIO COBCEM MHAue.

— IMoTomy uTO JHEM BbI ObLIM CUACT/IVIBHL.

Ona He cpa3y Haiuia oTBeT. Ee B3IIsiq Me/I7IeHHO CKOJIB3HYII 110 3aJ1y, 3a/1epXKaBIIUCh CHaYasa
Ha cMelorniericss Kcennu, 3ateM Ha rocyiapbiHe, OeceIoBaBIeH ¢ (ppaHITy3CKHUM MTOCIOM, U, HAKOHEII,
Ha OTIE, OKPY)KeHHOM MUHHUCTPaMH.

— JInem s Obl1a COOON.

Cepreil BHUMATEILHO TOCMOTPET Ha Hee.

— A ceityac?

Jluzet eaBa 3aMeTHO MoXaja IieYaMu.

— Ceiivac g J0Yb MUHHCTPA.

ITH CJI0BA MPO3BYYAIU MTOUYTH IIETIOTOM.

Cepreil HUUEro He OTBETHUJI.

Emy mokazanock, 4To 3a 3Toi KOPOTKOH (ppa3oil CKphIBAIOCh TOPa3a0 OOJbIIE, YeM OHA Pellu-
JIach TIPOU3HECTH BCIyX, M TIOTOMY OH HE CTaJl HapyIlaTh MOJYaHKe, IOHUMAsl ero JIydlle JIIOObIX
OOBSICHCHUI.

My3bIKa NOCTENEHHO MOAXOAMIa K KOHITy. C1enaB MocaeHUIN KPYT U TUIABHO 3aBepliiasi TaHell,
EnuzaBera BriepBble 32 BeCh Beuep MCKpEHHE paccMesiiach, Koraa Cepreid, OpOoCHB B3IV HA OCO-
OEHHO BaXHOTO CAHOBHHMKA, COBEPIIEHHO CEPbe3HBIM TOHOM IPOIIENTA:

— DBorock, ecm 3TOT TOCMONUH CTaHET ellie cepbe3Hee, eMy MPUAETCs Ha3HAYUTh OT/AEIBHOTO
YeJsloBeKa, KOTOPBIH OyJeT YJIbIOaThCs 32 HEero.

OHa He cMorJIa cepKaThCsl.

Ee cMex npo3Byyast cOBCeM THUXO, HO TaK UCKPEHHE, YTO B OIHO MCHOBEHHE MPEe0Opas3uJI JIUIIO.

NwmenHo B a1y cekynay lletp yBuaen ux.

Cros1 y NpOTUBOIIOJIOKHOM KOJIOHHBI PSAAOM C HacjeqHUKoM Hukonaem u HeckonbkuMu odu-
1iepaMu, OH JI0 STOr0 HAOMIOAAN 32 TAHIYIOIIUMH TIOYTH MAIIMHAIBHO, OIHAKO TETephb ero B3MIs
ocraHoBuyicst. OH BUJIeN He caM TaHell, He Oe3yKOPU3HEHHBIE TBUKEHUS U He OJieck OabHOro 3aJa.
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OH Buzen ynbiOky EnmzaBeTsr.

Tak oHa HUKOTJA HE y/IbIOATach eMy.

Iletp He cpa3y oTBes B3MIAL.

OH BOBce He PEeBHOBAJ. DTO YyBCTBO ObLIO €My HE3HAKOMO U, KaK OH CaM MPUBBIK TyMarh,
COBEPIIIEHHO HETOCTOMHO YeJIoBeKa ero rnojoxeHus. OqHako B Ty MUHYTY OH BIIEPBBIE SICHO OCO3HA,
YTO CYHIECTBYET YJbIOKA, KOTOPYIO HEBO3MOKHO 3aCITYXKUTh HU TUTYJIOM, HA MPOMCXOXKJEHUEM, HU
caMbIM Oe3yrpevyHbsIM BocnuTanueM. OHa poxaaeTcsi cama coOoi, ¥ TIOTOMY TeM IIeHHee ISt TOro,
KOMY ObIBaeT MojiapeHa.

My3blka cMOJIKJIA.

Cepreii npoBonwt Enuzasety K Kpyry NpUIBOPHBIX AaM U, MOYTUTEIBHO MOKJIOHHUBIIHCH, YKe
coOupaJcs OTONTH, Kora psioM nosisuiack Keenust.

— Cepreii [1aBnoBHY, — C caMbIM CEPhE3HBIM BUOM IPOU3HEC/IA OHA, — BBIHYK/IEHA C/IeNIaTh
BaM 3aMeyaHue.

OH yIMBIIEHHO MOCMOTpPEN HA KHSKHY.

— MHe cnenyet 3apaHee IpOCUTh MPOIIEHUsA?

— Ioka eme Het. Ho, mpu3HATHCS, BBl 3aCTABUJIM MEHSI BCEPhe3 3alyMaThCsl.

— Hapn yem xe?

Kcenus BeIpasuTesipHO NiepeBesia B3I/ ¢ Hero Ha JIu3eT u BHOBb IOCMOTpera Ha rpada.

— Hapn Tem, 4TO BBI, KaKeTcsl, OKOHYATEIbHO JIMIITMIA MOIO MOAPYTY BO3MOXKHOCTH CKy4aTh
Ha MPUABOPHBIX Oasiax.

EnuzaBera cMyIIeHHO MOKayaia roJ0BOM.

— Kcenus...

— UYro «Kcenus»? Pa3Be s ckazasa Henpasiy?

Cepreil TUXO paccmesiycs.

— Ecnu 310 AEfCTBUTENBHO TaK, TO, IPU3HAIOCH, TSI MEHS TIOIOOHAS YeCTh rOpaszio IIeHHee
MoOOro KOMIUTUMEHTA.

— Bort Buumib? — mobGeHO Tpon3Hec a BesMKasi KHsDkHa, oopamasich k Jlmser. — [laxe
rpag He CIIOPUT CO MHOM.

— IToromy uTO cioputh ¢ BamMu HEBO3MOXHO, Baie Mmneparopckoe BricouecTBo.

— HakoHel-To nosiBIICS YeJIOBeK, KOTOPBII 3TO MOHSL.

OHna TopsKecTBYyIOIIE MOAHSIIA TOIOBY, OJHAKO YKE Uepe3 MIHOBEHHE JIyKaBasl yJIbIOKa BHOBb
3aurpaja Ha ee JImIe.

— Brpouem, He oborblaiTeck. $1 ele He permia, o1oOpPSIIo JIK Bally APYKOY.

Cepreil MOYTUTETHHO MOKJIOHUICSL.

— B Takom ciyuae MHe OCTaeTcsl JIMIIb HAIeAThCS 3aCITy)KUTh Ballle PacloIOKEeHHUE.

— D10 OyaeT HerpocTo.

— 41 rOTOB MPOSIBUTDH TEPIICHHUE.

Kcenust onoOputenbHO KMBHYIA.

— Teprierne BooOIIIe peaKoe KayecTBO, OCOOEHHO CPEe/IM MOJIOIBIX JIIO/ICH.

— K cuacTblo, MEeHs ¢ IeTCTBA YUMIIM KIMEHHO eMY.

— Torna, noxanyi, y Bac ecTb HaJIeK/1a.

Bce Tpoe HeBOBHO paccMeEsITHCh.

Wx pasroBop ObUT caMbIM OOBIKHOBEHHBIM, TMOJHBIM JIETKUX IIYTOK W O€300MIHBIX OCTPOT,
OJIHAKO CO CTOPOHBI OH BBIJISIJET YAMBUTEIIBHO €CTECTBEHHBIM. He OblI0 B HeM HU HATSHYTOCTH, HU
MIPUBBIYHOM MPUABOPHON YUYTUBOCTH, KOTOPOW TaK 4acTO MPUKPBIBAIM paBHOLyIIMe. OHM pa3rosa-
pUBAJU TaK, KaK Pa3roBapHUBaIOT JIIOIU, KOTOPHIM JCHCTBUTEIBHO XOPOILO PSIOM JIPYT C IPYyTOM.

VIMeHHO 3TO mepBbIM 3aMeTHJT TOCYAaphb.

Anekcanzp AjekcaHapoBuY, OeceoBaBIINN C BOGHHBIM MUHHUCTPOM, HEHA/I0JTO OTBJIEKCS U,
CKOJIb3HYB B3IJISIIOM TI0 32JTy, OCTAHOBUJICSI Ha HEOOJIBIIION KOMITAHUK MOJIOBIX Jiofiei. Heckomnbko
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CEeKyHJ] OH MOJI4a HaOIo/1a 32 HUMH, TI0CJIe Yero ¢ e1Ba 3aMEeTHOH YJIBbIOKOW MOBEPHYJICS K UMIIe-
parpure.

— Iocmotpu, Mamna.

Mapusa PenopoBHa npociensa 3a ero B3NIsI0M.

— Yt0 umMeHHO?

— Kak ObICTPO €T CTAaHOBSITCS B3POCIBIMU.

Mmneparpuiia HeKOTOpoe BpeMsl MoJTJaa.

[NoTom ee 10 03apwiia TUXAas, MOYTH 3alyMUYMBast yJIbIOKA.

JIuzet yxe cobupanach caesaTh mar K MaTepu, KOrja psaoM pas3/iaics CIOKOWHBIA ToJI0C:

— Enm3zasera AsekceeBHa.

Oba 06epHyIUCh.

[Nepen HUMKM OCTaHOBWJICS] BEIMKUN KHs3b [leTp: BBICOKMI, O€3yKOPU3HEHHO OIETHIM, C TOM
HEBO3MYTHMOW YBEPEHHOCTbIO, KOTOpasi OblsIa CBOMCTBEHHA JIIOASIM, HUKOTJA HE 3HABIIMM OTKa3a.
[NoknonuBumchy cHavyana Jluzer, 3atem Ceprelo, OH COXpaHWI OE3YKOPU3HEHHYIO YYTHBOCTb, W
MMEHHO [M03TOMY BO3ZHUKIIIEE MEXIY HUMHU HAIIPsKEHUE OIIYILAIOCh €lle CUJIbHEE.

— Tlo3BonuTe MpUrIacuTh Bac Ha CIIEAYIONIUN BaJbC?

Jluzer mouyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK CEpIIle HEBOJBHO CKanoch. OTKa3aTh BEMKOMY KHS3I0 OBLIO
HEBO3MOKHO.

OHa cnenana peBepasc.

— g mens 3to yects, Baie mnepatopckoe BricouecTBo.

[letp npotsaHy el pyKy, HO, IIPEsk/Ie YeM OHa ycIiesa ee PUHATD, nepesed B3 Ha Cepresl.
ITO AJIUIIOCH BCETO OIHO KOPOTKOE MTHOBEHHE.

— Brnaronapio Bac, rpad. [onaraio, Teneps HacTauia Mosi O4epe/ib.

Cepreil CIIOKOMHO BbIIEPKaJI €ro B3IJIS/I.

— Pazymeercs, Bame Mmnieparopckoe BoicouecTBo.

OH npou3HeC 3TU CJ10Ba COBEPIIEHHO poBHO. Ha ero jviie He 1porHys Hu OUH MYCKYJ1, OJHAKO
Jluzet BApyr nmovyBcTBOBasA ceOs TaK, CJIOBHO MEXIY ABYMS MYKYMHAMH HATSHYJIACh HEBUIUMAsI
CTpYyHa.

[letp yBen ee B Kpyr TaHIIYIOIIUX.

Hekotopoe Bpemsi OHM ABUTAIMCHh MOMYa. Benmkuii KHs3b Besl O€3yKOPHU3HEHHO: YBEPEHHO,
TBEPAO U BMECTE C TEM HACTOJIbKO CIIOKOMHO, YTO HE OCTABJISUI €11 HU MaJleiieil BO3MOKHOCTH OLLIU-
OUTBCA.

— CeronHs1 BBl YAUBWIIM BECh JBOP, — HAKOHEIl IIPOU3HEC OH.

— MHe kaxertcs, 3aBTpa 00 9TOM yke 3a0yIayT.

OH nocmortpei el psiMo B IJ1a3a.

— 41 He 3abyny.

JIuzer onycruia B3I,

— D70 BCero JIMIIb CTpesboa.

— 41 roBOpIO HE O cTpeboe.

OHa HUYero He OTBETUJIA.

Mys3blka MOCTENIEHHO CTaHOBUJIACh MEJJIEHHEE, Mapbl IUIABHO KPYXWIKCHh O 3aiy, a [lerp
T10CJI€ HEJJOJITOM Tay3bl BHOBb 3aTOBOPUITL:

— Jlo cerogHsIIHEro JAHSA MHE Ka3ajocCh, YTO s 3HAIO Bac. Tenepp ke MOHUMAI0, YTO BUJET
b Ty EnnsaBety AsiekceeBHY, KOTOPYIO Bbl IO3BOJISUIM BUJIETh OKPYKAIOLLIUM.

JIuzer cnokoriHO BCTpeTuia ero B3IJISL.

— B kax10oM yesoBeke ecTh YacTh, IPUHAJIEKAILAS] TOIBKO EMY CaMOMY.

— MHe xoTenoch Obl OIHAX/IBI Y3HATH U €e.

Ha ee nuiie He ObUTIO HM KOKETCTBA, HU CMYIIeHUs]. JIMIIb CIIOKOWHAS BHYTPEHHSsI TBEPIOCTb,
C KOTOPOI1 OHa TUXO OTBETUJIA:
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— borock, 310 HEBO3MOKHO, Baiie imMniepatopckoe BoicouecTBo.

OH ez1Ba 3aMETHO HAXMYPUJICS.

— Oryero xe?

— Ilotomy 4TO AylTy HENb3s MOMYYUTh 10 MPaBy poxkaeHus. daxe Oyayun BeTUKUM KHS3EM.

Ha oano kopotkoe mrHoBenue [letp 3amomyannt.

Bnepsoie 3a Bech Beuep JIuzer yBujesa B €ro ria3ax He CIIOKOMHYIO YBEpEHHOCTb, a HCKPEH-
Hee yauBieHue. EmMy elie HUKOra He OTBedad MoJoOHBIM 00pa3oM: He Ipy0o, He JIep3KO, a Tak
CIIOKOMHO M TBEPIO, YTO BO3PA3UTh OBUIO MOMPOCTY HEBO3MOXKHO.

Koraa my3blka 3aKOHUMIIACH, BEJIMKUIA KHSI3b TPOBOIMII €€ 0 Kpyra MPUIBOPHBIX AaM.

He ycnena JIuzer cnenarh 1 HECKOMBKUX IIArOB, KaK 710 Hee JOHECIUCh PUIITYIIEHHbIE TOI0ca:

— BbI BUzienu, Kak BEJIMKHIA KHS3b CMOTPUT Ha JI0Yb MUHUCTpA?

— Kaxercs, Bce yxke pelleHo.

— Jlnsa Anexcess HukonaeBuya jiydiieil HapTuu U KejlaTb HEJb3s.

— TocynapbiHsi, TOBOPSIT, BeCbMa OJIarOCKJIOHHO OTHOCHTCS K 9TON MBICITH.

EnuzaBeta HEBOJIBHO 3aMeUIMIIA TIIAT.

Kaxmoe ci0BO 0T3bIBAIOCH B TPYAM CTpaHHOM TsikecThlo. Ee cynpOy o0Cykaanu Tak, CJIOBHO
OHa y’e IMepecTajla MpUHAIJIekKaTh €l cCaMOil, M OT 3TOM MBIC/IM POCKOIIHBII 3aJ1 BAPYT MOKa3aJICs
YIMBHUTENIBHO TECHBIM, a BO3/IyXa CTaJIO HE XBaTaTb.

Ee cynpOy 06cyxaamm Tak, CIOBHO OHa yKe MepecTtasa MpuHaiekaTh el CaMO.

B 3TOT MHT pOCKOIIHBIN 3aJ1 BAPYr MoKa3aics EnnszaBere yIMBUTENBHO TECHBIM, a BO3IyXa
CTaJIO He XBaTaTb. MeJIeHHO TIOJHSB TOJIOBY, OHA HallUla B3IJISZIOM BBICOKHE CTEKJISTHHBIE BEpH,
Be/lylre Ha OAJKOH, W, U3BUHUBIIKCH TIEpe]] MaTephio eBa 3aMETHBIM KMBKOM, MOYTH HE3aMETHO
BBIIILIA B TIPOXJIAJJHYIO MIOHBCKYIO HOUb.

My3bIKa MpoI0IIKaia 3ByYarh 3a BHICOKMMU JIBEPSIMU OATLHOTO 3713, HO 3/1Ch, HA IIPOCTOPHOM
MpPaMOpPHOM OaJIKOHE, OHa Ka3aJach JAJIEKOM, CIIOBHO JIOHOCHIIACH U3 KAKOTO-TO APYToro MUpa.

Houb Bbiganace ynmuBuTeNnbHO Teruiol. Hag mapkom MensieHHO MojHMManach JiyHa, cepeopsi-
HBIM CBETOM JIOJKAaCh Ha BEpPXYILIKHU JIMIT U HEMOABIMIKHYIO I71a/lb MPYAa, II€ BCEro HECKOJIBKO YacoB
Ha3aJ 3ByYaiu CMeX, IJIECK BECeN U Becelible To10ca MOJIofIeKu. Terneps ke ajuien TIOUTH CKPbUIHCH
BO Mpake, W JIMIIb peakre (poHapu 0003HAYAIM JOPOKKH, MO KOTOPHIM JTHEM 0e33a00THO Oerasa
Codusi.

CHsB JUIMHHYIO NiepYaTKy, Enn3aBeTa nonoxuia 1agoHb Ha XOJOJHBIA MpamMop OallocTpapl.
Ei1 kazasioch, 4TO TOMBKO 3/1€Ch OHA HAKOHEIl MOKET BIOXHYTb IMOJTHOW TPY/IbIO.

3a ee CIIMHOM BHOBb pacllaXHYJIUCh JABEPH.

Omna He 0OepHYJach.

[ary 6pUTM CUIITKOM 3HAKOMBIMH.

Kcenus mofomnia moyTy HECTBIITHO U OCTAaHOBUJIACh psioM. HekoTopoe BpeMsi OHM MOJTJauy,
Kak MOJTYar JIOAU, KOTOPBIM HE HYKHO OOBSCHSATH APYT APYry CBOE HACTPOEHHE, a JIETKUI BeTep
OCTOPOXHO KacaJicsl UX IUIaTheB, PUHOCS ¢ COOOM TOHKMI apoMaT HOUHBIX LIBETOB.

— 4 3Hana, uro Haiy TeOs 311ech, — HAKOHeIl CKa3asia Benvkas KHspKHa.

Jluzet ynbIOHYIach, HE OTPBIBAs B3IJIsIAA OT TEMHOTO TapKa.

— 9TO HACTOJIbKO 3aMETHO?

— Tonpko MHe.

OHna Toxe 0OJIOKOTHIIACh Ha OATIOCTpaTy.

W3 3ana noHecauch nepBbie aKKOPAbl HOBOTO BaJIbCa.

— Kpacuso, npasaa?

EnmnzaBera TMX0O KMBHYIA.

— OueHb.

— U Bce xe TH yOexana.
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Jluzer nonro He orBevana. OHa cMOTpesia BHU3, Tyna, rae Oenble JOPOKKH MapKa TEPsUINCh
Cpeny TEMHBIX JIEPEBbEB.

— MBHe BJIpyT CTaJIO TPYAHO ABIIIAT.

Kcenus He ynuBHiIach, CJIOBHO YCIBIINIANA UIMEHHO TO, YETO OKU/IAa.

— INomHuUIIIb, KaK CEroiHsI yTPOM MBI CUJIENIN Y OKHA?

EnuzaBera nevasbHO yIBIOHY/IAC.

— Kasercsl, 3T0 3aKOHYMIIOCH CIMIIIKOM OBICTPO.

Kcenus omyctuna rosoBy. Briepeeie 3a Bech JeHb B €€ JIMIE He OCTaJIOCh HU IPUBBIYHOTO 030p-
cTBa, HU JierkocTu. Teneppb niepen JIuzer crosiia coBceM Apyrasi AeBYIIKa, HEOKUIAHHO B3pOcyasi U
cepbesHasl.

— Her, JIuzer. D10 HEe 3aKOHYMIIOCH. DTO MPOCTO ObLT KOPOTKUI mogapok. [Togapok, KOTOphIi
HaM TIO3BOJISIIOT MOJTy4YaTh BCErO HECKOJIBKO JHEH B TOAY.

Ona HeHao/ITo 3aMoJTyasia, a 3aTeM, 0OBe/s B3IJISII0M CBEpKAIoIe OKHA IBOPIIA, TUXO MPO-
JOJDKHUIIA:

— OcTtanpHOE BpeMsi Mbl CHOBA CTAHOBUMCS TEMH, KeM JIOJIKHBI ObITh.

— A pasBe 3T0 110X0?

Kcenus ena 3aMeTHO yCMEXHYJIACh.

— Her. [IpocTto nHOrIa 0OYeHb ycTaellb ObITh BEJTMKOW KHSIKHOM.

EnuzaBeta BHUMATEIHHO IIOCMOTpENA HA TIOAPYTY.

3a roms! JpyKObl OHA TIPUBBIKJIA BUAETH B HEM HEUCCAKAEMBIN UCTOYHUK CMeXa, OECKOHEUHBIX
BBIYMOK U Becebix 3atei. Kazanock, KceHns ymena npeBpaiiars B pa3IHUK JIIOOOM JIeHb, HO Cell-
Yac psIOM C Hel CTOsla COBCEM Apyras IeBYIIKA, Ty CTOPOHY KOTOPOW MOYTH HUKTO HUKOTJA He
BUJIET.

— WHorpa s 3aBuayio Tebe, — HEOXHMIaHHO cKkazaia Kcenus.

EnuzaBera nake pacrepsiiach.

— Mmue? Ho uemy xe 311ech 3aBU10BaTh?

Kcenus ynpiOHymach, v B 3TOM yabIOKe ObUIO CTOJBKO CBETJION TPYCTH, UTO Y JIM3eT HEBOJIBHO
3alIEMUTIO CepILIe.

— OmHax bl THl BBIAIEIIb 3aMyK. Y TeOst OyIeT CBOM IOM, CBOSI CEMbsl, CBOM JIeTH. Thl CMO-
XKeIllb yexaThb Ty/a, KyAa M030BeT TeOs KU3Hb.

OnHa Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMOJTYasIa.

— Moxer 0bITh, B [letepOypr. Moxet ObITh, B MOCKBY. MoOXeT ObITh, B MaJleHbKOE NMEHUE
rae-HUOyIb Ha Tore. A MOXeT ObITh, BOOOIIE 32 THICSYHM BEPCT OTCIOA.

Kcenus nepeena B311s1]] Ha TEMHBII NapK.

— Ho b1 cMOXelb yexars.

JIuzer TMXO MoOKayasa rojioBoil.

— He Bce Tak npocro.

— Her. I'opa3no npoiie, yem y Hac.

Kcenus nognsnia rmasa Kk TeMHOMY HeOy.

— MBm1 poxgaemcs He i ce0s1. CHavyaa NpuHaAJIeKUM CEMbe, TIOTOM TOCYAapCTBY, a MOTOM
TOMY, 32 KOTO HAaC COUTYT HYKHbIM BBIIATh 3aMYXK.

Ona mpousHecna 3T0 CMOKOHHO, 6e3 0Ou/Ibl, CIIOBHO TOBOPHJIA O Y€M-TO JAaBHO MPUHITOM U
Hens30e:xHOM. VIMeHHO Mo3ToMy ee CJIoBa MPO3BYYaIH TaK TSIKENO.

— ThI XOTSI OB CMOXEIIIb BEIOUPATH.

JIn3eTt oCTOPOXXHO B3sJ1a €€ 32 PyKY.

— Hyia Mos...

Ta Kkpenko neperuiesia CBOM MaJIbLIBI C €e MaJbllaMU U BIIEPBBIE 32 BECh Beuep NMOCMOTperIa il
MPsIMO B IJ1a3a.

— TMoobGeraii MHe OJJHY Belllb.
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— Kakyio?

— Ecnu ogHa)Abl Th MOMIOOUIIb... HE TIO3BOJISI HUKOMY pemnTh 3a Tebs. Hu ponabiM. Hu
o6mmectBy. Hu camomy umneparopy. Beioupaii Toipko cepaiiem.

Omna 3amoIyana, CJIOBHO He periasich I0rOBOPHUTb.

— Iloromy uro...

Ito0 ObUIa MepBasi Nay3a 3a BECh UX pasroBop.

— TloToMy UTO €CTb KJIETKU, U3 KOTOPBIX HEJIb3sI BHIUTHU.

JIuzeT nmouyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK MaJbIIbI OAPYTH €/1Ba 3AMETHO JPOTHYJIH.

Kcenust meuieHHO miepeBeria B3IVISIT Ha OCBEIEHHbIE OKHA JIBOPIA. 3a HUMH TMO-TIPEXKHEMY
UTpajl OPKECTpP, KPYKWIKCh Mapbl, CBEPKAIN OPWIIMAHTHI U KWJIA CBOEH TOPKECTBEHHOW KU3HBIO
OrpOMHAsl UMIIEpHUS.

— IMocmoTpu, Kakasi OHa KpacuBasi, — THXO CKa3aja OHa.

— Jla.

— MHorma MHe KaXeTcsl, UTO JIIOAW BUAAT TOJBKO 3TO: OEJbIii MpaMop, MO30JI0TY, XpyCTaJb,
MMIIEPAaTOPCKYI0 KOPOHY...

Ha ee ry6ax nosiBunach rpyctHasi yyiblOKa.

— A 5 KaX/Iplil IeHb BUXKY PEIETKY.

JInzer HU4YEro He OTBETUIIA.

— Tol MOXelTb OHAKAB yexaTh oTciofa. [TocTpouTh CBOM JJOM, MPOCKINIATHCS PSIIOM C Yesio-
BEKOM, KOTOPOTO BHIOEpeIlb caMa, COCTAPUTHCS TaM, Iie OyIeT CIIOKOMHO TBOEMY CEepIILy.

Kcenus mpoBena JIaIOHBIO 1O XOJIOAHOMY MpamMopy OamioCTpajbl.

— A s, HaBepHOe, BCIO KU3Hb NMPOXUBY 371ech. M ecmu ['ocniomy Oyner yrogHo, orciofa xe
OIHAXK[bI Yy B TIOCJIEIHUII ITyTh.

Han 6ayikoHOM MOBHCIIO AOTOE MOTYaHME.

JIuzet b Kpemnye cxkaja pyky MOApYTH.

BHM3Y THXO IIyMenu JIUTbL, @ U3 pacliaXxHYThIX ABEpel BHOBb JOHECITUCh 3BYKH Basibca. M BOpyr
EnuzaBerte mokas3anoch, YTo My3bIKa, €Ille COBCEM HEaBHO Ka3aBINAsCsl TAKOW MPEKPACHOM, Teriephb
3ByUHUT COBCEM MHAUe: He KaK MpHIJIAIIeHHe K TaHIy, a KaK TMecHsI 30JI0TOM KJIETKH, ABEPU KOTOPOi
3aKPBIBAIOTCS OECIITYMHO.

3onomast kaemka ceemaa u muxd,

Toavko cepoue He 3Haem NOKos.

Beow c60600a poxcoaemcsi He 6 cmeHax 080pud,
A mam, 20e dywa ocmaemcsi coO01.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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