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I'maBa 1. HoBoe nucsMo

3a HECKOJIbKO MecslieB padOoThl Ha BOMIIEOHOUN moute ApTEéM ycres MOHATh OIHY MPOCTYIO
BElllb: CTPAHHBIE [TMCbMA MTOYTH HUKOIJA HE MPUXOJAT B CTPaHHOE BpeMsl. OHM NOSBJISUIUCH YTPOM,
KOTJ]a BCE TOPOIMJIMCh Ha padOTy, THEM, KOTJa B COPTUPOBOYHOM OTJENIE CTAHOBUJIOCH JKAPKO OT
OECKOHEYHOTO JBHKEHUsI KOHBEPTOB, WJIM BEUEPOM, KOIJIa MoYTa yKe HauMHaIa MYCTeTh U COTPY/-
HUKU MeUTaJM MOCKopee 3aKphiTh cMeHY. CaMble HenpUsITHbIE MUChMa OOBIYHO BBITJISIETN COBEP-
IIIEHHO OOBIKHOBEHHO, 0€3 CBETSIIMXCS Tevareid, TOBOPSIIMX KOHBEPTOB M aJPECOB, HAIMCAHHBIX
HEBUAMMBIMM YepHUIaMHU. OHU MPOCTO JIeKAIM CPeld OCTAJIBHBIX, TEPIEIUBO KT CBOETO yaca
Y JIeay BUJI, YTO HE UMEIOT HUKAKOTrO OTHOIIEHHUSI K HEMTPUSITHOCTSIM, KOTOPble HAYMHAIUCH T10CTIe
ux nocraBku. [loatomy, korna ApTéM B OTHO OOBIYHOE YTPO OOHAPYKUIT Ha CBOEM CTOJIe HEOOJTBIIION
KOPUYHEBBIN KOHBEPT, OH CHavyaJa J1axe He 0OpaTu/l Ha Hero BHUMaHUSI.

[Tucbmo nexasio Mex1y MOCBUIKOM JJIsl CTaporo JIECHOTO AyXa UM MAvyKoil MO3ApaBUTETbHBIX
OTKPBITOK, KOTOPbIE HYKHO OBLIO OTIIPABUTh B ICPEBHIO, 7€ KUJIU CeMb cecTeép-eii. ApTéM nepedu-
paJt KOHBEPTHI, POBEPSLT a/Ipeca U CTAaBIJI HA HUX MaJIeHbKHE MOYTOBbIE OTMETKH, KOT/1a 3aMETHIT Ha
KOPUYHEBOU Oymare cTpaHHbIi ciie. OH BBINIsIEN KaK IaparvHa, TOIKO CJIMIITKOM POBHAS, YTOObI
OBbITh cTy4aifHOM. YeTblpe TOHKKE JIMHUU CXOIWJINUCh B OHOM TOUKE, CIOBHO KTO-TO MPOBEN KOTTeM
10 BOCKY, OCTaBUB IOCIe ceOs1 HeOONBIONW PUCYHOK. APTEM B3SUI MMCbMO B PYKU U TTOYYBCTBOBA
ciaboe Teruio, ucxoauaiiee ot Oymard. OHO ObLIO IOUTH HE3aMETHBIM, HO JIOCTATOYHO OTUETIIUBBIM,
YTOOBI IOHSATH: KOHBEPT HAXOAWUJICS 3/1€Ch HE CITy4aiHO.

[IIMBIr B 9TO BpeMs CUjieNl HAPOTUB U TBITAJICS OTKPHITh KOPOOKY C 3aCOXIIMMU YEPHIIAMHU.
3a nocneiHue MecsALbl OH MOYTH HE U3MEHWICS, pa3Be YTO CTaJl HEMHOIO YBEPEHHEE XOOUTh MO
MOYTe U NIePECTal KaKAbli pa3 3arisaAblBaTh MO/ CTOJ, KOTAa MOOIM30CTH XJionaa Asepb. OH MOAHSII
TOJIOBY, YBU/IEN IMCHMO B pyKax ApTéma U cpa3y OTJIOKUI KOPOOKy. ApTEM MOKa3all eMy CTpaHHBIN
cnen Ha Bocke. [IIMbIr mofoImén 6mvske, MpUIIy pyujics U OCTOPOKHO KOCHYJICSI PUCYHKA HOT'TEM, MOCIIe
yero ObicTpo yOpan pyky. OH ckaszai, 4yToO Takas Me4yaTh eMy HEe3HAKOMa, XOTs 3a MOCJeJHUE TO/Ibl
BUJIEJ MTOYTH BCE BUIIBI IPAKOHBUX MTUCEM, KOTOPbIE IPUXOAUIIM HA TTOUTY. APTEM CIIPOCHII, IOUYEMY
OH pEeIluI, YTO Nevath ApakoHbs, ¥ [IIMBIT OTBETHII, UTO Y OOBIYHBIX CYIIECTB HE ObIBAET IPUBBIUKU
OCTaBJISITh HA KOHBEPTaX cJie]] COOCTBEHHOTO KOTTSI.

OHM IOCMOTpe Ha 0OpaTHYIO0 CTOPOHY THchbMa. Tam ObUIO HAaIMCAHO BCETO HECKOJIBKO CJIOB:
«Aptémy Koanéy. Bosmmeonast moura. JImano». O6parHoro agpeca He ObLIO, HO HHKE CTOSIIO
UMsl OTIIPaBUTENIS. APTEM MPOUYMUTAN €ro ABAX/Ibl, IOTOMY YTO CHa4aja Pelui, YTO HEeMpPaBUIbHO
pazoopai OykBbl. OtipaButesns 3Baiu VICKpuK. ITO UM HUYEro eMy He TOBOpUIIo, ogHako IIMeir,
YBUJIEB €T0, BAPYT HAXMYPUJICS U CKa3aJl, YTO 3HaeT Takylo (paMuinio. ApTéM yIUBUIICS, TOTOMY UTO
paHbIIle HUKOT/A He CIIBIIIAI, YTOOBI Y JIPAKOHOB ObLM (hamuiivu, HO I1IMBIT OOBSCHWUIL, UTO HEKOTO-
pble TPaKOHbU CEMbU COXPAHSUIA CTapble YeloBeYecKre UMeHa el co BpeMEH, KOrja JIIoIU U CKa-
30YHBIE CYIIECTBA OTKPHITO TOProBaJIU APYT C ApyroM. 3ateM OH J100aBuil, 4To VICKpuK npuHajisie-
KUT K OJHOM U3 CaMbIX CTapbIX JPAKOHBUX JIMHUI, XOTs caMm, TIO ClIyXaMm, elié COBCEM MOJIOAOM.

ApTéM aKKypaTHO BCKpPbLT KOHBEpPT. BHyTpH Jiexkan jucT Oymaru, CJIOKEHHBI BYETBEPO, U
MaJsieHbKasl 4yépHas venryiika. Yenyiika Oblia pa3MepoM C HOTOTb, HO Ka3aJach Tsikesiee OOBIYHOTO
kaMHs1. Ha cBeTy oHa OT/IMBasia KpacHbIM, a Korja ApTéM NOBEpHYI €€, Ha OBEPXHOCTH MPOCTYIUIN
KpOILIeuHbIe 30JI0TUCThIe JTUHUM. [IIMBIT cpa3y ckaszasl, YTo 3TO APAKOHbS Yelllysl, HO ApTEM 3aMeTuI,
YTO OHA CJIMIIKOM TOHKasi M MaJleHbKasi AJisl B3pocioro ApakoHa. IIIMbIr oTBeTHII, YTO 3TO, CKOpee
BCEro, Yellysi MOJIOJOro JIpaKkoHa, a 3aTeM J00aBWJI, uTo eciiv VICKpUK OTIIpaBUJI €€ BMECTe C MHUCh-
MOM, 3HAYUT, JIeJI0 ICHCTBUTEILHO CEPhE3HOE.

Ha nmcte OpUI0 HaNTMCAHO HECKOJIBKO CTPOK.

«Ilouranbon Aptém KoBanés. MHe cka3ajm, 4TO Thl yMeellb JOCTABJSITh MHCHMA
TyJaa, KyJa JApyrue mo4rajboHbl He XoA4T. Sl He 3Hal0, mpaBaa Jm 3T0, HO (oJbIIEe 0Opa-
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TUTHCSI MHe He K KoMy. Y Hac nponajaet marus. CHayasa B3pocJble APaKOHbI PelIiiu,
YTO 3TO 00JIe3Hb, IOTOM CKAa3aJIi, YTO BHHOBATa cTapasi ropa, a HOTOM IepecTajy roBo-
puTh BoooOme. OHU IyMAIOT, YTO €CJIH MOJTYATh JOCTATOYHO /10JIr0, HUKTO He 3aMeTHT, YTO
npoucxout. {1 3amerna. Iloxanyiicra, npues:xai B /[pakonbu ropsl. Tosibko He roBopu
B3POCJbIM, 4TO s1 HanucaJa. Uckpuk».

ApTEM nepednTa MMCbMO HECKOJIBKO pa3. [IIMBIT cuen HampoTUB 1 MoTya HaOMoaasl 32 HUM,
HO IO BBIPAKEHMIO €ro JIMIa ObUIO BUHO, YTO OH YK€ MOHSUI, K 4yeMy Bc€ uaet. Hakorerr oH cnipo-
cui, codupaercst 1 ApTéM OTBeYaTh, M TOT CKa3asl, YTO CHadaja HYKHO TOHSTh, JIEHCTBUTEILHO
JIM CYILIECTBYET MECTO N0 Ha3BaHueM JlpakoHbu ropbl. IIIMbIr mOCMOTpes Ha HEro ¢ TaKUM BbIpake-
HHUEeM, Oy/ITO BOTIPOC ObLJT CTPAHHBIM, U OTBETHJI, YTO [IpaKOHBY TOPbI CYIIECTBYIOT YK€ OUY€Hb TaBHO.
Onu HaxoxATcs Aaneko 3a CeBepHBIM JIECOM, 32 3eMJISIMU BEJIMKAHOB U JaJIbIIIe CTApOro 00IauHOro
riepeBaja, Kyaa OObIUYHbIEC MOYTAIBLOHBI TIOUTH HUKOTAA HE XOAAT. APTEM CIPOCHJI, TIOUeMy Tyja He
xomAT, 1 [IIMBIT TIOXkas 11e4aMu, OOBSICHUB, YTO JPAKOHBI HE OCOOCHHO JTIOOAT rocTeld, 0COOeHHO
TeX, KTO MPUXOAUT C MMCbMAMU M HAUMHAET 33/1aBaTh BOIPOCHI.

ApPTEM MONOKUIT TUCBMO Ha CTOJI U TIOCMOTPEJT Ha MaJIeHbKYIO Yelnyiky. Emy noyemy-to He
JaBajio TIOKOSI CJIOBO «IIporagaeT». He «ucyesna», He «clloManach», He «Imepectaia paboraTh», a
MMEHHO TpOMajaeT, CJIOBHO Marusi Obula 4eM-TO, YTO MOXKHO MOTEpATh Mo gopore. OH BCHOMHUIT
NIEPBYIO KHUTY, ApXUBapuyca U UCTOPUH, KOTOPbIE UCUE3AIN U3 MAMSTH JIIOJEW, U Ha CEKYHIY eMy
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE 3TO MOXKET ObITh CBsA3aHO. OIHAKO TYT k€ OTOrHAJI 3TY MBICTb. OH CIIMIIKOM
XOPOIIIO 3HaJ, KaK JIETKO HAYaTh BUJETh CBS3b MEK/IY COBEPILIEHHO Pa3HBIMH COOBITUSIMY TIOCJIE TOTO,
KaK OJIHaK/bl YK€ CTOJIKHYJICSI C HACTOSILIEN TalHOM.

— 4 cxoxy k I'aBpuie, — ckazan Aprém.

[IIMBbIr KUBHYJL.

lappuna CemEéHOBUY HAXOAMJICS B CBOEM KaOWHeTe M, KaKk OOBIYHO, pa3Oupall cTapsie JOKY-
MEHTHI. 3a MOCIeIHNe MeCAIbl KaOUHET MOYTH He U3MEHWJICS, TOJbKO Ha OHOM CTEHEe MOSIBUJIACH
HOBasl MOJIKa C MMChMaMHM, KOTOpPBIE paHbllle XpaHWIUCh B ApxuBe. CTapuK HACTOSI, YTOOBI YacTh
CaMbIX CTapbIX JOKYMEHTOB BEPHYJIM Ha MOYTY, [IOTOMY YTO TENepb CUUTAJI, YTO UCTOPUs AOJIKHA
HAXOJUTbCS TaM, IJIe i MOTYT BOCIIONIb30BAThCsI, 4 HE 3a 3aKPBITOM JIBEPbI0. APTEM MOJOKIII NIepe/]
HUM nucbMo Vckpuka 1 pacckaszas, 4To Mpou3olio. ['aBpuia mpounTan ero Mosva, 3aTeM rnepesep-
HYJI JIUCT Y TIOCMOTPEJ Ha MAJIEHbKYIO APAKOHBIO YEHIYIO.

— JIpakoHbU rOpbl, — MPOU3HEC OH HAKOHEII.

ApTEM COPOCUII, YTO €ro TaK 3aMHTEPECOBAJIO, U CTAPUK OTBETWUJI, YTO MUCbMA OTTYHA IpH-
XOAAT penko. JIpakoHbI MPUBBIKJIM pellaTh CBOM MPOOJIeMbl CAMOCTOSITENBHO, & €CIIM OHU BCE-TaKH
oOparaTcs 3a MOMOIIBIO K TIOUTe, 3HAYUT, poOIeMa yke BhIIILIA 32 MPEAebl UX A0TUHBIL. ['aBpuia
OTKPBUI CTapblil mKad, I0CTal KapTy M pa3noxui e€ Ha crorne. Kapra Oblsla HACTOIBKO OOJBIION,
YTO MPHIIUIOCH OTOIBUHYTH HECKOJIBKO CTOMOK Oymar. Ha Heil Oblii OTMEUeHbI IIOUTH BCE U3BECTHBIE
ApréMy MecrTa, BKJII0Yast 03epo Mupbl, ApXuB U ropsl, rae kw1 I'poMbixaio. JIpakoHbU ropbl HaX0-
IWJIMCH AJIeKO Ha CeBepe, 3a JIMHUEH BBICOKHUX OeJbIX BEpIIUH, KOTOpbIe Ha KapTe ObUTM OTMEYEHbI
MaJIEHbKUMU YEPHBIMH TPEYTOJIbHUKAMM.

— YT0 Tam nMpoucxoauT? — Crpocui ApTéM.

I'aBprita mpoBEN nayIbLEM 110 KapTe.

— Ecnu 6bl 51 3HaJ, HE MPUILIOCH OBl OTIIPABIATH TEOS.

— 3HaYuT, g JOJIKEH UATHA?

— ThI HE TOTKEH.

Crapuk ocMotpes eMy MpsmMo B IJ1a3a.

— Ho nuceMo npunuio auyHo tede.

AptéM 3HaN 3TO TpaBwio. Eciu MucbMO agpecoBaHO KOHKPETHOMY MOYTAJILOHY, APYron
COTPYIHUK MOXET JOCTABHUTh €r0 TOJBbKO B CiIyyae KpaiiHel HeoOXoauMocTH. B mpoTBHOM cityyae
IMCbMO IPOJIOJIKAET K JaTh CBOETO ajpecara, 1axe €cM KAaTh PUXOAUTCS O4eHb aoaro. ['aBpuia
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OOBSICHWII, YTO MHOT/IA TUCHMO BBIOMPAET HE TOTO, KTO CMOXKET ObICTpee Jo0paThcs 10 MeCTa, a Toro,
KTO JIOJKEH YBUIETh TO, UTO porcxoauT TaMm. [locie nepBoit KHUrM ApTéM yike repectai CYMTaTh
MOI0OHBIE BEIIM COBMAAEHUEM, TOITOMY ITPOCTO CIIPOCHJI, KOTa MOKHO OTIPABISATHCS.

— 3aBTpa yTpom.

— [louemy ne ceronus?

I'aBprita mocmoTpest Ha OKHO.

— IMoTtomy uToO ceromHs Tebe Hy’KHO KOe-UTO y3HaTb.

Crapuk toctan emmg onqHy KHUry. OHa Obuta CTapoi, TOJICTOM M MOKPBITOM MBUIBIO, & HA KOPEIIKe
He ObUTO Ha3BaHUs. [aBpuiIa pacKpbul e€ MPUMEPHO Tocepe/IMHe U TIoKa3al APTEMY CTpaHMILy, Ha
KOTOPOH OBbUT HAPUCOBAH APAKOH. ITO ObUI HE OOBIYHBIA PUCYHOK, a TIOIPOOHAs CXeMa C OTMEYeH-
HBIMH y4YacTKaMH TeJja, JIMHUSIMA Mariy U HeOOJIBIIMMH TOAIMHCSME. PSIIOM CTOSIT CTaphlil TEKCT O
JPaKOHbEM OrHe. ApTEM ITPOYUTAI HECKOJIBKO CTPOK Y MOHSLT, YTO APAKOHbs Marusi CYMTAIaCh OIHOM
U3 caMbIX IpeBHUX (hopM BomieOcTBa. OHa He 3aBUcesa OT 3aKJIMHAHUI U He TpeOoBaIa BOTIIEOHbIX
najiouek wim apreaktoB. pakoHbl HOCUIIM €€ BHYTPH cedsl, KaK 4acTh COOCTBEHHOW MPUPOJIBL.

— Ecimu marus neficTBUTENILHO TPOMNaiaeT, — cKaszain ApTém, — 4To OyIeT ¢ IpakoHaMu ?

I'aBpuita 3aKpbl1 KHATY.

— Bor 3710 TeOe 1 PeACTOUT BHISICHUTD.

Ha cnenytonmii ieHb AptéM coOpast TOUTOBYI0 CyMKY. LIIMBIT HACTOSIT, UTO TIOWJET BMECTE C
HuM, x0Td ['aBprila cHauasna Bo3paxas. B KOHIE KOHIIOB CTapuK coryacuics, HO 3actaBui IlImMeira
B3SITh C COOOM 3aracHble KapThl, KOMIIAC M CHEIUATbHBIA MEIIOK ISl TUCEM, KOTOphIe HeJlb3s1 ObLIO
MOJBEPraTh BO3ACUCTBUIO IPAKOHBETO OTHSI. APTEM ITPOBEPUIT BCE HECKOJIBKO Pa3, MOCJIe Yero Crpsi-
Taj1 muchbMo VIcKprKa BO BHYTPEHHUI KapMaH. MaJIeHbKYIO YellTyHKY OH TOXe B3sUI ¢ COOOM, XOTsI He
Mor OOBSICHUTB, 3a4eM. EMy IpocTo Ka3aj10ck, 4TO OTIPABUTEh MONOXKUT €€ B KOHBEPT HE CITyYaiHO.

Koraa oHM BBIIUIM U3 TIOYUTHI, HA YJIMIE yKe HaYMHAJICS paccBeT. He6o Hax Kpblmamu ObUIO
cepbIM, HO JaJIeKO Ha ceBepe Mesk1y 0OJlakaMu BUIHENAch TOHKas KpacHas nosoca. IIIMbir 3ametun
€€ NePBBIM U OCTAaHOBUJICA. APTEM CITPOCHJI, UTO CIIyYMJIOCh, HO JIOMOBOM JIOJITO CMOTPEJ Ha CEBEp U
TOJIBKO ITOTOM CKa3aJI, YTO TAaKOTO IBEeTa He JI0JKHO ObITh Ha yTpeHHEM HeOe B 3To BpeMs roa. OHu
00a MOHMMAaJIH, YTO KpacHasi IMojioca MOIJIa OKa3aThCsl OOBIYHBIM OTPaKEHHEM CBETa, OIHAKO TOCTIe
BCEro Mpousoleero Aprém yxe He Bepui B ciyyaiiHsle Jetand. OH NonpaBuil peMeHb CYMKH,
MIPOBEPWUJI IMMCbMO U TIOIIEN TIO I0pOTe.

I'ne-to maneko 3a jecaMu, ropamMu U OOJAUHBIM MIEpeBalOM MaJeHbKHIA IPAKOH KOajl OTBETA.

N noka Aprtém 31010 €€ He 3HaJl, B JJpakOHBMX ropax B 3TO CaMO€ YTPO BIIEPBBIE 3a THICAUY
JIET TIOTrac OrOHb, KOTOPBI HUKOTA HE AOJKEH ObLT TaCHYTb.
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I'n1aBa 2. /lo1nHa 6e3 Orasa

Hopora o [IpakoHpHX rOp 3aHsiIa YeTbipe AHs, XOTs [aBpuiia yBeps1 ApTéMa, 4To IpHU XOpO-
11ei moroje e€ MOHO IPOiTH 3a Tpu. Ha BTOpoii IeHb oroga NCopTuiiach, Ha Tpetuid LIMeir ymya-
pUJICS IOTEPSATh KOMIIAcC, a K Beuepy YeTBEPTOro OHM OOHAPYKUIIU, YTO IILJIM TIOYTH BECh JIEHbD I10 CTa-
pO¥i 1opore, KOTopast TaBHO NepecTaia CUUTaThCs TOPOroil. ApTEM He CTall CIpaIluBaTh, KAK IMEHHO
IMbIr ymyapuiics 3201y IUThCS C KAPTOHM B pyKax, IIOTOMY YTO IOMOBOM 1 6€3 TOr0 HECKOJILKO YacoB
OOBSICHSIT, UTO KapTa OblIa HApHCOBaHa HeNpaBIbHO. K cuacThio, KOTjia OHU MOIHSUTHCH Ha TIOCTIe/I-
HUI nepeBaJl, Bliepeau Noka3aauch [Ipakonbu ropel, u naxe [IMbIr nepecran coputh ¢ KapTou.

[opbl 0kazasmck ropasno Oosbliie, YeM APTEM npecTaBiisil. VX BepIIvHbI yXOOUIH B 0OaKa,
HEKOTOphIe CKaJibl Ka3aJMCh OIPOMHBIMU OallHSAMM, & MEXJy HUMHU NPOTATUBAIMCH KaMEHHBIC
MOCTHI, TI0 KOTOPHIM MOIJIM CTIOKOIHO TIPOUTH Cpa3y HECKOJIbKO ApakoHOB. Ha CKJIOHaX BUAHEIUCH
IIMPOKHE OTBEPCTHS MENIEP, a BO3JIe HEKOTOPBIX BXOJOB JIeKaJM OFPOMHBIE TPY/Ibl KAMHE, KOTOpbIE,
CyJis IO pa3Mepy, MOIIIU OBITh TOJIbKO TPAKOHBUMU FHE3NaMU. B BO3yXe 4yBCTBOBAJICS 3aMax ropsi-
Yero KaMHsI M Cephl, a JIaJleko BHU3Y OJiecTenia peKa, KOTopas W3BMBAJIach MEKJIy TOPaMH U HCUe-
3aJ1a 32 TEMHBIM YIIeIbeM. APTEM OXKUIaT YBUAETh OTOHb, AbIM U JIETAIIUX HAJ1 JOJMHOUN APAKOHOB,
HO 4eM OJIMKe OHU TOAXOIVJIH, TEM CHUJIbHEE CTAHOBUJIOCH OIIYIIEHUE, YTO MECTO BBIIJISAUT HEerpa-
BUJIBHO.

[NepBoro ipakoHa OHU YBUJIENIU BO3JIE CTAPOr0 KaMeHHOro MocTa. OH ObLT OTPOMHBIM, 3€J1E-
HBIM, C JUIMHHBIMUA POTaMU M KPbUTbsIMH, KOTOPBIE Ka3aJIKCh IIMPE caMoro Mocta. JlpakoH cuaen Ha
KPpalo CKaJIbl ¥ CMOTpEJI BHU3, a TIEPe/l HUM CTOosiIa O0JIbInast KaMeHHast yaiia. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 ITy-
OOKO BJIOXHYJI, pacIpaBU KPbUIbs U MOMBITAICS BBIIOXHYTh OrOHb. VI3 €ro macTul BHIpBAJICs KOPOT-
KW KJIyO JbIMa, KOTOPHIA TYT Xke paccesuicsl B Bo3ayxe. JpakoH OIJISTHYJICS TIO0 CTOPOHAaM, CJIOBHO
HaJIeslyICsl, YTO HUKTO 3TOrO He 3aMETWJI, 3aTeM KalUISHYI U cAesa Buj, OyATO CrelaIbHO BbIITY-
ctu abiM. HIMbIr mocMoTpen Ha ApTéMa U THXO CKasall, YTO €C/U APAKOH HAUMHAeT MPUTBOPSTHCS,
YTO HE YMEET AbIIIATh OTHEM, 3HAUUT, [ieJla JEUCTBUTENIBHO TJIOXH.

Yepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OHU BOIIUIY B IOJIMHY. 3/1€Ch *KUJIU AECATKU JPAKOHOB CaAMbIX Pa3HBIX
Pa3MepoB U IIBETOB, HO HU OJIVH U3 HUX HE BBIIJISIEN TaK, Kak APTEM NPeJICTaBIIsLI ceOe HACTOSIIETO
JpakoHa U3 cKa3zok. HekoTopble Jiexkanu Bo3Jie Meliep v MOYTH He JBUTAIUCh, TPyTUe MbITATUCh Pa3-
’edb KOCTPBI, HO BMECTO IIJITAMEHH TOJTy4YaJiv TOJIBKO C1aboe KpacHoBaToe cBeueHue. OMH MaJieHb-
KU1 IPaKOH HECKOJIBKO Pa3 YMXHYJI, M KaXIbIA pa3 U3 ero HO3Apel BbLJIETaIO 00JIAYKO CEPOro JbIMa.
Bo3ie Hero cTosia MaTh | Jiesiasia BUjI, 9TO HIYero HeOOBIYHOTO He MTPOMCXOMUT, XOTS 10 TOMY, KaK
OHa CMOTpeJia Ha peOEHKa, APTEM IOHSLT, YTO OHA OYEHb 0OECIIOKOeHA.

[IIMBIr OCTAaHOBUJICS BO3JIE KAMEHHOM IUIOMIAAKHA U JocTas nuckMo Mckpuka. OH cripocun y
OmKalIero JpakoHa, rjae MOXHO HATH OTHpPaBUTENs], HO TOT JIUIIb MaxXHYJI XBOCTOM B CTOPOHY
BEpXHel 4acTH JIOJMHBL. APTEM moOnarogapuil ero, rMocjie 4Yero oHu nouum aassiie. [To nopore on
3aMeTHJI ell€ OHY CTPAHHOCTh: Ha KAMHSIX BO3JIe HEKOTOPHBIX IelIep MOsSBUINCH TOHKUE cepedpH-
cTble 1MoyIochkl. OHM ObLTU MOXOKH Ha LAPANMHBI, TOJIBKO CIMIIIKOM POBHbIE M OJJIHAKOBbIE. APTEM
MpUcet, YTo0bl pACCMOTPETh OIHY U3 HUX, HO IIIMBIT cpa3y MOTSIHYJI ero 3a pyKaB U cKas3al, 4To He
CTOUT TPOTaTh HEU3BECTHBIE TPAKOHBU Cle/Ibl pyKaMU. APTEM XOTeN CIIPOCHUTh, TOYEMY, HO B TOT
MOMEHT M3-3a OJIMKAHIIero KaMHsI pa3JiaJicsl roJioc.

— Bu1 nouranbsoH?

Aprém nogHsut rosioBy. Ha kamHe cuien MasieHbKU# JpakoH. OH ObLT HACTOJIBKO HEOOJIBIINM,
YTO CHavyaja ApPTEM MPUHSIT €r0o 3a KPYIHYIO SIIepuIly. Y Hero ObUIM KOPOTKWE KPbLTbsI, CIIHII-
KOM OOJIbIIIME JIJIS1 €r0 Tesla, TOHKHMIA XBOCT M HECKOJIBKO SIPKO-KpPAacHBIX yelllyek Ha rpyau. Ha oy
BUJIHEJICSI MAJICHBKUN POT, KOTOPBIM 3aMETHO 3arubajicsi B CTOPOHyY. [IpakoH cMoTpes Ha Apréma
CepbE3HO, HO BBIPAKEHUE €r0 MOP/IbI IOPTUJIO TO, YTO OJIHA U3 TIEPEIHUX JIall ObLIa MepeBsi3aHa Kyc-
KOM CTapoy TKaHU.
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— To1 Uckpuk?

— Jla.

OH nomnblTasicsl BCTaTh C KaMHs1, HO Jiana 3alenuiach 3a TKaHb, U JPaKOH €]Ba HE CBaJIWJICS
BHU3. ApPTEM YCIIeNl MOMMaTh €ro 3a XBOCT, TOC/IE Yero OCTOPOKHO IMOCTaBWJ 0OpaTHO. VICKpHK
HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I MOJYall, SIBHO IBITasIChb COXPAHUTh JOCTOMHCTBO, a TIOTOM CKa3aJl, YTo BCE 3TO
MIPOM3OIILIO UCKJIIOYUTEIIFHO M3-3a IJIOXOTro cOCTOsTHUS KamHs. IIIMBIr OTBepHYJICs, YTOOB! CKPBITH
YIIBIOKY. APTEM CIIPOCHJI, UTO CIYIHUIIOCH C €ro JIarou, U VICKpUK OTBETHII, YTO 3TO HEBAKHO, TIOTOMY
YTO IIAaBHOE Ceiuac — Marus.

OH NoBEN UX B CTOPOHY Y3KO# Tponbl Mexk 1y ckanamu. [To nopore Mckpuk pacckaspiBaj, 4yTo
B3pOCJIbIE APAKOHBI YK€ HECKOJIBKO MECSILIEB MBITAIOTCS MOHATh PUUMHY Iiporcxoasiiero. CHavama
OHM yMaJli, YTO Marus ocjadjia u3-3a CTapOCTH TOp, MOTOM PELIMIM, YTO BUHOBATA MOA3EMHAs
peka, KoTtopasi POXOAUT 1oJ, A0JMHON. HeckonbKko JpakoHOB Aake OTIPaBHIIMCh UCKATh PUYMHY
3a [peesaMy rop, HO BEpHY/IMCh HU ¢ yeM. [ocrie 3Toro crapeiinmHbl 3arpeTuiiv MOJIOAbIM JPaKo-
HaM xonuTb K [lepBoii nermiepe, MOTOMY YTO CYUMTAIU €€ onacHOM. VICKpUK He corlacuics ¢ HUIMM U
HECKOJIbKO pa3 MpOOHpaJICs Ty/a CAMOCTOSITENILHO, TOITOMY U 3aMETUJI TO, YeT0 He 3aMeUalii OCTallb-
HBIE.

— YTO UMEHHO THI BUIeN? — CIIPOCUT APTEM.

Wckpuk ocTaHOBUIICS BO3J1E€ BBICOKOW CKAJIBI.

— Bor 310.

Ha xamue BuiHenach ToHKasi cepeOpuctasi muHus. OHa HAuMHANIACh BO3JIE 3eMJIM, MOJHIMA-
JIach 1O CTEHE U MCUe3alia B TPEUIMHE MEKAy KaMHSIMU. APTEM HAKJIOHWJICS ONMIKe, HO JIMHUS BAPYT
el[Ba 3aMEeTHO JIPOTHYJIa, CJIOBHO O Hell mpodesxait ceeT. IIIMBIT ckazaj, 4To paHbllle HUYero nogoo-
HOT'0 3/1eCb He Buze. VICKpUK OTBETHII, UTO B3POCIIbIE TOXKE HE BUAAT 3TOro. OH BUIUT TaKUe ClIe/Ibl
C TeX Mop, KaK HayaJl 3aMevaTh UCYe3HOBEHHE COOCTBEHHON Marmu.

APpTEM CITpOCHJI, YTO OH yMeeT jieaTh. VICKpUK MoCMOTpes Ha Hero ¢ TaKUM BHUJIOM, Oy/ITO
3TOT BOIPOC ObLIT HEIPUSITHBIM.

— Panbliie 51 ymen 3axuratb OroHs.

— A ceitvac?

— Ceituac MHOTJA MOJIYYAETCS JIBIM.

OH r1yOOKO BIOXHYII, TIOJHSUI TOJIOBY M TOTIBITANICS BBIIOXHYTh. VI3 acTu BhUeTeNna MajieHb-
Kas CTpyWKa ApIMa, rocie yero VICKpuk 3akainuisics 1 HECKOJIBKO CeKyH[1 cuaen Momya. [meir cka-
3aJ1, YTO JIJI1 MOJIOJOTO JPAaKOHA 3TO BCE PaBHO HEIJIOXO, HO VICKpUK cepIuTo OTBETUII, YTO paHbIle
MOT 3aKe4b LIeTyI0 CBeuy. APTEM CIPOCHII, KOTJa OH 3aMETHJI IEPBbIe U3MEHEHU S, U IPAKOH CKa3all,
YTO CHayaja MpPOCTO MEPEecTay YyBCTBOBATh TEIJIO BHYTpH Ipyau. [lotom ero orons cran cnabee, a
yepe3 HECKOJIBKO HeJleJIb UCUe3 MOYTH MOTHOCThI0. CaMoe CTpaHHOE 3aKJII04aioCh B TOM, UTO OJHO-
BPEMEHHO C 3THM OH Hadas BUJIETh CEPeOPHUCTbIC CIICIbL.

OHM npoo/kuiIM UATH 1o Tpone. VIckpuk pacckasplBajl, YTO MHOTAA CJE[Ibl MOSIBISAIOTCS
MPSIMO Tepe]l HUM, a IOTOM ABHMKYTCSI IO KaMHSIM, CJIOBHO KTO-TO TSIHET TOHKYIO CBETAILIYIOCSI HUTh
yepes3 BClo JoMMHY. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MbITAICS MITH 32 HUMU, HO KaX/Ibli pa3 Tepsul Cief BO3Je
[NepBoit nemepsl. OqHaXIHI OH YBUIET TaM CepeOPHCTHIA OTOHEK, KOTOPBIN JBHUTAJICS 10 3eMJye U
ucuesan B kKaMeHHo# TpeuHe. Korna VIckpuk momneltaicst MOcae0BaTh 32 HUM, U3 MEIephl pas-
Jajcs TAKOW CHJIBHBIM TPOXOT, UTO OH UcIyrajcs u yoexan. C Tex mop OH He 3aXOAuJI BHYTpb, HO
MPOJOJIKaIT HAOMIONATh 32 ClIeJaMH M3JaJIeKa.

K Beuepy Aprém u LIIMBIT MO3HAKOMMIIUCH C HECKOJIBKUMU CTapIIMMU JpakoHamu. OHU BCTpe-
THJIM UX BO3JIe OOJIBIION KaMEHHOW TUIOUIAJKH, IJje COOMPAITUCH CaMble CTapble SKUTENN JIOTUHBIL.
Cpenu HUX ObLT OrPOMHBIN TEMHO-CUHUM JAPAKOH ¢ cepeOpsiHpiMu poramu. OH nipeactaBumics Cra-
peiimmHON Bapnom u BHMMartespHO mocMoTpen Ha AptéMa. Ero rosoc Obul HU3KMM U TSDKENBIM, a
Ka’J10€ CJIOBO CJIOBHO OTPaXka’joch OT CTEH OKpyxkaoiux rop. Korna Aprém pacckasas, 3auem npu-
mén, Bapa orBerni, 4to mpobieMa JpakoHOB He KacaeTcs JIOAEH M JAPYTHX CKa30YHBIX CYIIECTB.
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OH ckazaJi, 4YTO Marvs yke Hauaja BO3BpallaThCsl, XOTS caM B 3TO BPeMs HE CMOI CO3[aTb Aaxe
MaJIEHbKOIN UCKPBI.

ApTEM 3aMeTHUII 3TO, HO ITPOMOITYAJL. Bapa poaoKuI TOBOPUTH O TOM, YTO IPAKOHBI TOJIKHbBI
CaMOCTOSITEJIBHO PEIIUTh CBOU MPoOsIeMbl. OH HECKOIBKO pa3 MOBTOPUJI, YTO BMEIIATETbCTBO MOYTHI
TOJIBKO YCJIO)KHHUT CUTYAIIMIO, a 3aTeM Ipukas3a VICKpUKy aep:xatbes nofgassine ot IlepBoii nermepsl.
MasieHpKUi APAKOH CTOSLT PSIIOM U CMOTPEJT B 3eMJTI0, OOHAKO APTEM 3aMeTHII, KaK OH CKaJl KOTTH.
Korna onu otonuium ot crapeiivs, VIckpuk ckazai, uyto Bapa Bper. ApTém cripocuii, oyeMy OH Tak
AyMaeT, U IpaKOH OTBETHJI, YTO BUJEJ, KaK HOYBIO CTapEeWIIMHBI XOIAT K neuiepe. OHU MPUHOCAT
Tyga OOJIbIIe KaMEHHbIEe COCY/Ibl, @ yTPOM BO3BPAINAIOTCSA yke 0e3 HUX.

HImbir cipocwt, moyemy VICKpuK HUKOMY 00 9TOM He paccKasall.

— PacckaspiBail.

— U 4ro?

— Ckazayy, 4T0 MHE BCE MTPUCHUIIOCD.

APpTEM MOCMOTpENl Ha MAJIEHBKOTO JIpaKOHA U IMOHSUI, YTO MMEHHO M03TOMY IHUCbMO OKa3a-
JIoch Ha ero crosie. VICKpUK He MCKaJl CHITbHEHIIEro JpakoHa WM BEJIMKOro BomeOHnKa. OH UcKam
TOr'0, KTO COIJIACUTCS TIOBEPUTh EMY, KOT/1a B3POCJIbIE PEIIMJIM, UTO IPOLIE HAa3BaTh €ro (PaHTa3EPOM.
ApTéM yxe BUjIes OJOOHOE paHbIIle ¥ 3HAJI, YTO MHOTAA caMasi BaskHast MH(OPMAIHs PUXOIUT OT
TOr0, KOr0 HUKTO HE BOCIIPUHUMAET BCEPBES.

Houblo oHM ycTpousmch B HEOOJBIIION Telepe Bo3jie HIKHEro Kpast JonuHbL. [IMbIr ObIcTpo
YCHYJI, 3aBEpHYBILIMCh B CBOM ILIAIll, 2 APTEM elI€ 10JIro CMOTpesl Ha MaJICHbKUI OrOHb, KOTOPBIA OHU
CMOIJIM pa3kedb OOBIYHBIM criocoOoM. VICKpUK Jiexkast y BXoa v Habmoaasl 3a JOJIMHON. B TemHOTE
JPaKOHBU TOPBI Ka3aJIMCh COBEPIIEHHO APYIMMU: OTPOMHbIE YEPHBIE CTEHBI OKPYKAJIM JOJIMHY, a B
PEOKMX OKHax Mewep MepLad TYCKJble OTHU. APTEM CIIpOCHJ, noyeMy VICKpUK He CIUT, U TOT
OTBETHJI, YTO HOUBIO CEpeOPSIHBIE CIIE/Ibl TOSIBIISIOTCS Yallle.

UYepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT OHU YBU/IEIU NIEPBBIN.

ToHkas cBeTsasncs JMHUSA BO3HUKIIA BO3JIE JAJIbHEN CKAJIbl U MEJJIEHHO T0M0JI371a IO 3eMUIE.
Ona ObUIa MOYTH MPO3PAYHOM, HO B TEMHOTE €€ MOXHO ObLIO 3aMeTHTh. JIMHUS TMpoIia Mex1y
KaMHSIMH, NIepeceKJia BBICOXIIMI pydell U HallpaBUJIaCh BBEPX M0 CKJIOHY. APTEM MOIHSJICS, a Cle]l
CJIOBHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJ JBMKEHUE U YCKOPUJIICS. VICKpUK BCKOYMII PSJIOM C HUM.

— Bor oHa.

CepebpucTbiii cies aqBurascs Be€ ObicTpee, MoKa He JOCTUT BBICOKOU CKasibl. Tam OH mpeBpa-
TUJICS B MAJIEHbKMIA CBETSIIUIICS OTOHEK, KOTOPBIN HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I TUIaBajl HaJl 3eMJIEH, a 3aTeM
pe3ko pBanyn B cropoHy IlepBoit nemepsl. Vickpuk 6pocuiicst 3a HUM, 1 APTEM MoOexkas CIeIOM.
[ImbIr mpocHysICS OT HIyMa, CXBATUJI CYMKY U IOCTIEIINIT CJIEOM, pyrasich Ha TO, YTO HUKTO HE Ipe-
OyIPEeAn €0 O HOYHOW IIPOTYJIKE.

Oronék rcue3 Bo3jie TEMHOTO BXojia B retepy. VICKpuk ocTaHOBWIICS Miepejl HUM. APTEM MOJIO0-
e OuKe ¥ yBHUIET Ha KaMHE TOT ke 3HaK, KOTOPBIH ObLT Ha michMe. YeThlpe TOHKME JIMHUM, CXO-
Asmyecs B OXHON Touke. TONBKO Tenepb BHYTPH 3HaKa ropen cnalblil cepeOpsiHbIil cBeT. VICKpuk
IIOCMOTpeEN Ha ApTéMa.

— 4 roBopu Tede.

ApT1éM ocTan U3 KapMaHa mrchbMo. Yernnyiika BHYTpY KOHBepTa cTajia Térioi. ['ne-To rimy6oko
MoJ] 3eMJIEN pasfajics TIyXou yruap, MOXOKUU Ha Janeékuil yaap cepaua. M mocsie Hero u3 nemepsl
TIOTSIHYJICSI TOHKHIA CepeOpsIHbIN JTyy.
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I'naBa 3. Uckpuk

YTpoM oT cepeOpsHOro Jiyda He OCTajIoCh HUYero. ApTéM MPOCHYIICS enié 10 PacCBETa, BHIIIET
U3 MEIEPHl U J0JIT0 CMOTPE Ha KaMeHb, BO3JIE KOTOPOTO HOYBIO MCYE3 OTOHEK, HO MOBEPXHOCTH
Obl1a coBeplleHHO 0ObIYHOW. Hu cepeOpsHOro cieia, Hu CBETALIENCs MbUIM, HU JaXe MaJeHbKOW
TPELMHBI, KOTOPast MOIJIa Obl OOBSICHUTH CTPAHHOE CBEUEHHUE, HE 0CTaIOCh. LIIMBIT HECKOJIBKO MUHYT
T0J13aJ1 BOKPYT KaMHS Ha YETBEPEHBKAX, TOTOM BBIIIPAMMUJICS, BBITED JIAJOHHU O IIIALl U 3asIBUJI, 4TO
€CJI KTO-HUOYJb CIIPOCHT, TO HOUBIO OHHM BOOOIIE HUKY/a He XOAWIU. VICKpUK CTOSUT psiIoM U CMOT-
pen Ha Bxop B [lepByio nemepy, He oOpaiasi BHUMaHus Ha cjioBa JomoBoro. [1o ero ymmiy Aptém
TIOHSUT, YTO MaJICHBKUH JPaKOH He COOMPAETCSl COIIAIIATBCS C TEM, UTO BCE MCUE3JIO.

Hckpuk nopomen K KaMHI0O U OCTOPOXKHO IIPOBEN KOTTEM II0 MOBEPXHOCTU. OH HECKOJIBKO
CEKYH]I MOJTYaJl, TIOTOM CKa3aJl, YTO Clie]] IeUCTBUTEIbHO OBLT 371€Ch. APTEM OTBETHJ, UTO BHUIET
ero COOCTBEHHBIMH I71a3aMH, TI03TOMY VCKpHKY HeoOs13aTesibHO yOekJaTh ero B 04eBUIHOM. [lpa-
KOH TIOCMOTpPEJI Ha HETr0 M CIIPOCHJI, IOYEMY TOIZA B3pOC/bIe HUKOIZA €My He BepAT. ApTéM He
HAUIEN MOAXOAAILErO OTBETA, [IOTOMY YTO IOHMMAJI: B3POCIIbIE YAaCTO MEPECTAIOT CIIYIIATh peOEHKA He
MIOTOMY, YTO TOT TOBOPUT HEIPaBy, a IOTOMY, YTO UM IpOILe CYUTATh ero omudaomumes. [IMbir
TEM BpEMEHEM CHOBA IpUCeJT BO3JIE KaMHs M CKa3all, YTO eMy ropasjio OoJbllle HpaBUTCS BEpCUs,
COIJIACHO KOTOPOU cepeOpsIHBIN crie]] JeHCTBUTEIBHO CYIIIECTBYET U OHU Cevac CTOAT PSIZIOM C YeM-
TO OYEHDb HETIPUATHBIM.

Korna oHr BepHy/MCh B IOJIMHY, JPAKOHBI YK€ IPOCHY/INCH. Ha riiaBHOM III0IIagKe HECKOJIBKO
B3POCJIbIX IBITAIACh Pa3ke4b OFPOMHYIO KAMEHHYIO Yallly, B KOTOPOH paHblIe, CyIs [0 BCEMY, IIOCTO-
SIHHO ropes1 oroHb. OIMH IpakoH BBIIOXHYJ B HEE IJIaMsl, HO BMECTO OrHSI M3 €r0 NAacT! BBIILIO
TOJIBKO HECKOJIBKO KPACHBIX UCKP. ICKpHI yranym Ha KaMeHb 1 roraciu. [Ipyroii qpakoH nornpoOoBas
CHOBA, 3aT€M TPETUI, HO PE3YJIbTAT OKa3aJICsA TakUM xe. HUKTO He cMesics 1 He Jieal BUJ, YTO BCE
HOpMaJIbHO. [la’ke MajieHbKHe JIPaKkOHBI, KOTOpble OOBIYHO Oeraay Mex.1y B3pOCIbIMHU U MBITAIUCH
MOBTOPSITh MX JIBMKEHHMSI, TETIEPh CTOSIM B CTOPOHE M MOJTYa HAaOIIO/IaITH.

Hckpuk ocranoBuiics psjaoM ¢ ApréMoM. OH CMOTpesT Ha CTaplIMX JPaKOHOB, HO He NpUOu-
Kajics. ApTEM CIIPOCHJI, [IOYEMY OH HE XOUET NOIOUTH, U VICKpUK OTBETWII, YTO EMY 3aIIPELLIEHO BME-
IIMBAThCS B UCTIBITAHUSA B3pociblX. [T0TOM OH 100aBUI, UTO paHbLIE My TOXe pa3peliaiy npodo-
BaTh, HO IIOCJIE TOTO, KAK OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 HE CMOT CO3JaTh OTOHb, CTapIINAE NEPECTAIN IIPUIJIAILATh
ero. VIckpuk roBopuii 06 3TOM CIIOKOMHO, OTHAKO APTEM 3aMETHII, KAK JPaKOH HECKOJIBKO pa3 Cxkall
KOI'TH, a 3aTeM CIIPATAJI IEPEAHION Jially 3a criuHy. OH cripocuii, korga VICKpUK BriepBble IOHSL, 4TO
C HAM 4YTO-TO HE TaK, U TOT JOJIrO CMOTPEJI Ha Yally, PEXAE YEM OTBETHUTb.

OH poausicst B OOJBIION ceMbe, TJie IOUTH BCe IpaKOHbI ObUTM KpyIIHEe ero. [IBa ero crapmmx
Opara Hay4uJIMCh JIETaTh elE [0 TOro, KaK y Hero NOosIBUIMCh MEpBble HACTOAIINE KPbLIbsl, a CECTpa
yMeJla pa3orpeBarb KaMHHU OHUM JbIxaHueM. Pogurenu ponro ropopuiy, 4to VICKpUK mpocTo pas-
BHBAETCS MEJUIEHHEE OCTAJIbHBIX, HO BpPEMS 1110, @ OH BCE €1IE€ HE MOT MOAHATHCS BbIILIE HECKOJIb-
Kux MeTpoB. Korma npyrue monozaple JpakoHbl TPEHUPOBAJIMCh HAa CKJIOHAX, OH OCTAaBaJICS BHU3Y U
HaOsmo1as1 32 HUMH. OfIHaK/1bl OH TaK JOJITO MBITAJICS B3JIETETh, YTO COPBAJICSA C YCTYIA U IPOBAIUJIICS
B KYCTBI, IIOCJIE YETO TPU JHS XOIWII C NIEPEBA3aHHBIM XBOCTOM. VIMEHHO IOCIIE 3TOrO CTapuve apa-
KOHBI PELLWIN, YTO EMY HYKHO II€peCTaTh PUCKOBATb.

— A orosbp? — cripocui ApTéM.

— C oruém ObUIO elié Xyxe.

Hckpuk omycTui1 roJioBy M IMPU3HAJICS, YTO KOrJa BIEPBBIE IMOMBITAICS BBIJOXHYTH IUIaMs, Y
HEro MoJIyYrIoCh TOJbKO MaJIeHbKOe TEIUIoe 001auko. PonuTenu noxsaaniam ero, HoToMy 4to JJis
MIepPBOTO paza TOro ObUIO JOCTATOYHO, HO MTOTOM JPYTUe JPAKOHBI HAYaJ M MOKa3bIBATh CBOM CIIOCOO-
HOCTH, M VICKpHK BCE yallle cpaBHUBAJI ce0s1 ¢ HUMU. Yepes roj] ero oroHb cTajl HEMHOTO CHJIbHEE,
a 3areM Hadasl ucuesarb. CHayasa OH MOTI 3ake4b CyXyI0 TPAaBUHKY, IIOTOM TOJIBKO YIOJIEK, ITOTOM
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CBEUy y/1aBaJIOCh 3a)Ke4b JIMIIb MHOTAA. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB HE OCTaJIoch Jaxe 3Toro. B ToT xe nepuon
VIckpuk BriepBbie YBUIE cepeOpsIHbIN CIIeI.

OH pacckasaji, YTo POM30IIIIO ITO BO3JIE CTApOro rHesa ero cemby. Houblo OH mpocHysics ot
X0JIOZ1a U BBILLIEJN HAPYKY, lyMasl, YTO KTO-TO OTKpPbUI BXOJ B remiepy. Ha 3emuie nepen HUM nosisuiiach
TOHKas cBeTsAwascs JuHus. OHa 1uIa OT €ro Jamsl K CTeHe, I0TOM ITOJHUMAaJach BBEPX U UcUe3asa
B KamHe. VIckpuK pemmi, 4To 3TO cjiel] KaKoro-To CyIIECTBa, U MOMIEN 3a HUM. JIMHUA npuBesia ero
K CTapoy TpeluHe, OTKyIa TSHYJI0 XonofaoM. Korna oH mpuKOCHY/ICA K KaMHIO, CEpeOpUCTBIA CBET
UCYe3, a BMECTE C HUM Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYyHJI MCUE3JIO OLIYIIEHUE Tera B rpyau. YTpom Mckpuk
OOHApYKWUII, 4TO €r0 OroHb cTa emge cnadee.

CHauasia OH HUKOMY HMYEro He ckaza. [loroM yBuaen Takoii e ciesi BO3je Jpyroro JIpako-
HBETO THe3/1a. 3ateM Bosjie Ky3HuLbl. [lotom Bosne [lepBoii nemepsl. OH Havas 3anuchiBaTh MECTa,
r71e TOSIBJISUTUCH cepeOpsHbIe JIMHUM, M 3aMETHUJI, YTO OHH MOCTENIEHHO CKJIAIBIBAIOTCS B OIUH OOJIb-
110 MapuIpyT. Bce oHM 1BUTanuch B CTOPOHY TOpbI, a 3aTeEM UCUE3aId BO3JIE ITOJ3EMHbBIX TOHHEJIEH.
Hckpuk mokazan ApTréMy CBOM 3alMCH, KOTOpbIE XPaHMI B HEOOJBION KOXaHOW CyMmKe. BHyTpH
JIeXKaIM JIECATKM KyCOYKOB OyMard, Ha KOTOpbIX ObUTM HApUCOBAHBI JIMHUM, CTPEJKA M HEPOBHBIC
cxeMbl. HekoTtopsle 3anucu ObUIM CHOETIaHBI COBCEM HEIABHO, OPYTUe IaTUPOBAIMCH HECKOJIBKIMU
MecsiaMU Ha3al.

AptéM pasnoxua OymMard Ha KaMHE M TONBITAICS COCAMHUTH OTAENbHBIE PUCYHKH. Yepes
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT TIepel] HUMH TOsIBIJIACh IPUMEpHasi KapTa HUKHeH JacTu 1oiauHbl. CepeOpsiHbie
cJieIbl JEUCTBUTENILHO 00Pa30BBIBAJIM CETh, KOTOpAs cXoAusIach Bo3ie [lepBoii nemepsl. OHaKo onHa
JIMHUS OTJIMYAJIach OT OCTaJIbHBIX. OHA HAYMHAJIACh AAJIEKO 3a MpeiesiaMU JI0JIMHbI M 3aKaHYMBaJIach
BO3JIE CTApPOi Ky3HUIIBL. ApTEM cripocul, moyemy VICKpHMK HHMKOTJa He TOBOPWIJI 00 3TOM cliefe, 1
APaKkoH OTBETHJI, YTO CHaYasa JayMai, OyITo HApUCOBAI ero HempaBuibHO. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 Mpo-
BEpsJI MECTO, HO TaM HUYETO He HAaXOAWJI.

[mbIr B35 KapTy M 00 paccMaTpuBall e€. 3aTeM yKas3all Ha NepeceuyeHue IByX JMHUH U
CKasaJl, 9YTO OHO HAXOIUTCS PSIIOM C 3a0pOIIIEHHON Ky3HUIIEH. APTEM CITPOCHIL, TOYEMY 3TO BaKHO, U
JOMOBO¥ OOBSICHUII, YTO KY3HHIIbI JABHO HUKTO HE UCTIONB3YET, IOTOMY UTO IpaKOHaM OOJIbIIIEe HeueM
pazxurath crapble neun. Eciv cepeOpsiHble ciiebl ISCTBUTEIbHO MTPOXOIAT Yepe3 He€, 3HAYUT, KTO-
TO MOT HCIIOJIb30BaTh 3TO MECTO COBCEM HeAaBHO. VICKpUK cpasy Mpeiokuil OTIIPABUTHCS TYAQ,
HO ApPTEM pelnil CHayaia CIIpOCUTh paspeleHus y crapiumx. [IMbIr Tskeno B3AOXHYNI U CKazal,
YTO TIOCJIe MX HOYHOrO noxozaa B [lepBylo memepy kaaTh pa3perieHus OblIo, BEPOSITHO, CIUIIKOM
ONTUMMCTUYHON 3aTeeil.

OHM BCE-TaKM MOILIM K Ky3HHLIE. 3JaHUE OKa3aJI0Ch CITPSITAaHO MEXY ABYMS CKaJlaMH M [IOYTH
TMIOJIHOCTBIO 3aPOCIIO CyXUM MXOM. Bosbliiast kameHHast ABepb Obla OTKPBITA, @ BHYTPHU MAXJIO MBLIBIO
Y CTapbIM MeTayljIoM. B1osb cTeH cTosiyin OrpoMHbIe HAKOBAJIbHU, ITPEeHAa3HAYEHHbIE JJ151 IPAKOHOB,
a HaJl KaXJ0M BUCEIN MHCTPYMEHTbI, KOTOPHIMU HUKTO JABHO HE MOJb30BajiCA. VICKpUK YBEpPEHHO
MPOIIEN K IaTbHE CTeHe M MOoKa3aJl Ha YeThipe OOJBIINX KaMeHHBIX cocyna. OHM ObUIM IOYTH TAKOTO
ke pazMepa, Kak 00YKH, TOJIBKO CIeTaHbl U3 TEMHOTO MaTepralia, KOTOPbI He HAIIOMUHAJT HA KaMEHb,
HU MeTaJll.

— Bor st npunocunu k Ilepsoii nemepe, — ckasai OH.

Ha nne mepBoro cocypa jiexana cepedpuctast bUTb. APTEM OCTOPOKHO HAKJIOHWJICS U YBUJIEI,
YTO OT/IEJIbHBIE YaCTHILIbI ciierka cBeTsATcs. LIIMBIr mpeiiokuin Hu4ero He Tporarh, Ho ApTéM 3aMeTHII
Ha CTEHKE COCY/la 3HAKOMBIE YEThIpe JIMHUHU, CXOIIIMecs B OQHOI Touke. OH cpa3y BCHOMHMII 3HaK
Ha niuceMe Mckpuka. [ToTom ero B3misaj nepeMecTuics HAxe, U OH YBUJEI €I1E OJUH PUCYHOK.

JIBepb BHYTpU JBepH. APTEM MOYYBCTBOBAT HEMPUATHBIA XOJIOHI, XOTS B Ky3HHUIE OBLIO
JOBOJIBHO TEILIO.

— T 3Haemb 310T 3HaK? — cripocuit Uckpuk.

Aptém otBeTr He cpa3dy. OH BCIIOMHWI cTapylo potorpaduio U3 nepBoil KHUTH, cepedpsi-
HYIO JBEpPb U CJIOBA, KOTOPbIE MOSIBUJINCH Ha CTEHE NEPE]] caMbIM BO3BpallleHneM B ApxuB. Toraa oH
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PEIINJI, YTO 9TO MOKET OBITh CBSI3aHO C HOBBIM MUPOM, HO TeTieph 3HAK MOSIBUJICSA 3[€Ch, JaJIeKO OT
noutsl 1 Apxusa. Ilonyyanock, 4To UCTOpUS HaYajlach rOpa3Jo paHbllle, YeM OH Aymajl. ApTéM He
cTas pacckasbiBaTh VICKpUKY BCE, YTO 3HaJ, IOTOMY 4YTO [OKa CaM HE MOHUMaJI, HACKOJIbKO JAJIEKO
MOXET TSIHYTBCSI 9Ta CBSI3b.

B ky3nuiy Bowmén Bapn. CrapeiiiivHa OCTaHOBUJICS Y ABEPU M HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/ MOJIYa CMOT-
pes Ha HUX. APTEM BIIEpBbIE YBUJIEI HA €10 JIUIIE He pa3pakeHue, a HACTOSIIIHIA cTpax. Bapa ObicTpo
TMOZIOIIEN K COCY/laM, HAaKPbUI MEPBbII KPBIILIKON U CKa3aJl, YTO JETSAM 3alpelieHO HaXOAUThCS 3/1€Ch.
Nckpuk normsitasicst BO3pa3uTh, HO CTapedIIMHA PEe3KO MpUKa3aa eMy 3aMoa4arh. APTEM CIIPOCHUII,
YTO HAXOAMTCS BHYTPU COCYIOB, OIHAKO Bapza oTBeTws1, 4TO 3TO CTapble MaTepualibl, OCTAaBIIMECS
rocJie padoTHI Ky3HHUIIBL.

— Toraa nouemy oHM cBeTATCA?

Bapn nocmorpeit Ha Hero.

— HexkoTtopble KaMHU COXPaHSIOT TETLIO.

— DTU HE COXPAHSAIOT TEIUIO.

CrapefiimyHa HUYero He ckazai. [IIMbIr oCTOpOKHO yKa3al Ha cepeOpsSHYIO bLTb.

— 9T0 BeJb HE KaMEHb?

Bapa pe3ko nmoBepHyJics K HEMY M OTBETHUIL, YTO UM CJIEAYeT YUTU. APTEM IOHSI, YTO CTape-
IIMHA 3HAeT ropasfo OoJIblle, YeM TOBOPHII BUEPA, U TMOMBITAJICS 33JaTh eIIE OUH BOIpoc, HO Bapa
yxe He ciymai. OH npukaszan VIcKpuky BepHYTbCS K CEMbE U ITPUTPO3UII, YTO €CJIM TOT CHOBA IPH-
omusutes k [lepBoit netepe, ero caMmoro OTIPaBAT B HUKHIOK YaCTh IOJMHBI, TIE MOJIOZIBIE IPAKOHBI
OOBIYHO MPOXOAAT 0OyueHue. VICKpUK He UCITyraJics, HO 3aMOJTJall.

Beuepom onu BepHy/mch B cBOW nemepy. [MbIr goaro Bopoyancs, a ApTéM cuien BO3Je
BXOJa U CMOTpEN Ha OTHU JIOJMHBL. VICKpuK Jiexkan Hernoaaa€éKy, CBEPHYBIIMCH KOJIBLIOM, U JeJiall
BUJI, 4TO criuT. Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi OH THUXO cKazai, uto Bapn Goutcs e IlepBoii memepsl.
ApTéM cripocu1, 4Yero MMEHHO OH Ooutcsi, HO VICKpuK oTBeTwI1, 4To He 3HaeT. OH TOJNBKO BHIET,
KaK CTapeyIIMHa HECKOJIBKO pa3 XOAWJI K CTapOMY TYHHEJIIO M KaXIblil pa3 BO3BpALJICS OTTY/A EIIE
OoJiee BCTPEBOKEHHBIM.

— 3HauuT, 3aBTpa MOUIEM TyJa, — cKazail ApTEM.

Hckpuk nogHsu1 rososy.

— TbI cornacen?

— 4 modranboH.

— U 4ro?

— Ecin nucpMo npuBesio MeHs cloJja, 3HauuT, 51 JOJKEH Y3HaThb, [I0UEMY.

[ImbIr ¢ apyroro KoHIa memepbl HEAOBOJIBHO POOOPMOTAI, YTO KOrga ApTéM rOBOPUT ITY
(pazy, 0OBIYHO HAUMHAIOTCS HETPUSITHOCTU. APTEM XOTET OTBETHUTH, HO B STOT MOMEHT €r0 IOUTOBas
CyMKa cama coOoi 3ameBenviack. OH MOAOMIEN K HeW W YBUJIENl BHYTPY HOBHI KOHBepT. Bymara
ObL1a OeJoN, MmevaTh — OOBIYHOM, a MM TOTyvaTelist ObUIO HAIMMCAHO €r0 COOCTBEHHBIM MTOYEPKOM.

Aptém pgocrai nuceMo. Ha koHBepre crosio:

APTEMY KOBAJIEBY.

OTIIPABUTEJIb: UCKPHUK.

W Hwke Obla yKa3zaHa Jara.

3ABTPA.

Wckpuk nogomen ommke.

— 4 s1oro He nucai.

AptéMm nepeBepHy1 kKoHBepT. Ha 0O6paTHOii cCTOpOHE MOsIBMIACh HOBasi CTpoKa. YepHuiia Me-
JIEHHO TIPOCTYNWIMA Ha Oymare, OyATO HEBUIMUMAs pyKa MUcajia ux MpsMo cerlvac.

«HE MO3BOJIAN UCKPUKY BOWTHU B IIEPBYIO IIEIIEPY ».

14



E. “VIHL{)”K. «ITouTanboH [IJIs1 CKA30YHBIX CyHIeCTB: ﬂ,]’)‘d}\'()l—l U MOTEPAHHAA Marusi»

Heckombko cekyH HUKTO He TPOM3HOCHII HU CJIOBa. VICKpHK CMOTpesT Ha COOCTBEHHOE MM, &
IIOTOM Ha ApTéMa, M B €TI0 I'la3aX BIICPBLIC IMOABUIICA HEICTOHHII/Iﬁ CTpax. ImeIr IOOHAJICA C IToJIa 1
TOJIONIEN K HMM, OCTOPOKHO B3sUJT MMUCHMO 32 Kpail U MpoBepuIt AaTy emme pa3. OHa He M3MEHHUIIACh.

3arem u3 rryOrHbI [{pakOHBUX TOP TOHECCS TITyXOM 3BYK, TIOXOXKHIA Ha yIap OrPOMHOTO CEp/lIa.
Hckpuk nocmotpen B cropony [lepBoii nermepsi.

— 3aBTpa, 3HaUUT?

ApTEM CKajl TUCbMO B pYKe.

— 3aBTpa.
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I'naBa 4. Ciennl Ha KaMHe

VYT1po Havyanock ¢ Toro, yto [IIMeIr moTpedoBa c:keub MUCHMO U3 3aBTpaliHero Hs. OH cTosu
Mocpeay Melepsl, Aepkal KOHBEPT OBYMs Malbl[aMU U CMOTPEN Ha HEro ¢ TaKUM MOJ03PEHUEM,
Oynro Gymara Morja B JIOOYI0 CEKYHJIy YKYCHTB €T0 3a PyKy. ApTEM cujiell BO3JIe BXOIA U TBITAJICS
MOHSATh, KAK MOXHO YHUYTOXKUTh IMMCbMO, KOTOPOE ykKe CYIIECTBYET, €CJIM OHO ellIé He JJOIKHO ObLIO
CyIIecTBoBaTh. VICKpUK XOAUJI MO KPYTy ¥ BpeMsI OT BpEMEHHU TOIJISAbIBA Ha KOHBEPT, CIOBHO Hajle-
SUICSL YBUJIETh HA HEM OTBeT. B KOHIle KOHIIOB ApTéM 3a0pas nrchMo y IlIMbira u cnipsitan ero B
OT/IEJIbHBIA KapMaH MOYTOBOIM CYMKHU, PEIIMB, YTO YHUUYTOXKATh HEU3BECTHYIO BEIllb TOJIBKO MOTOMY,
YTO OHA KaKETCsI ONACHOM, OH OOJIbIlie He Oy/eT.

Nckpuk Bcio HOUb NouTH He crnajl. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MPOCHINAJICS M BBIXOIWI U3 MEIepHl,
4yT0oOBI poBepUTh [lepBylo melepy, HO KaxIblil pa3 Bo3Bpalaicss Momda. Tenepb OH CTOsLT BO3Je
BBIXOJ]a ¥ CMOTPEJI Ha TOPBI, HA/l KOTOPHIMU MEJICHHO MOAHUMAJIOCh cOlHIle. Bueparinuii cepeOpsi-
HBI JIy4 UcYe3, OAHAKO MAJIEHbKUI IPAKOH YTBEPIK/IaJ, YTO 9TO HUUYero He 3Ha4uT. [1o ero cioBam,
cJie[Ibl HUKOT/Ia He OCTaBAJIMCh Ha OTHOM MECTe Ha/I0Jro, TOTOMY YTO Marusi MOCTOSIHHO JBUTAJIACh.
ApTéM cripocul, Kyaa oHa IBUKeTCs, U VICKpUK OTBETHII, UTO paHblIIe He MOT MOHSTh ITOTO, a Terepb
3HAET TOJILKO OJHO: BCE ClIeIbl KyIa-To yxoaaT. OHM HUKOTJa He BO3BPAIAIOTCS OOpaTHO.

[lepBbIM 1E710M OHM PEIMIN CHOBA OCMOTPETh CTapylo Ky3HUILy. ApTéM He XoTten uatu K [lep-
BOI1 reniepe, roka He MOHMMaJl, YTO UIMEHHO OHU TaM MInyT, a [IIMeIr mogepxarn ero, 3asiBUB, 4TO
OO0 pa3yMHBII YeJIOBEK CHavasa cooupaeT nH(GOPMAIIUIO, a y&Ke TIOTOM Jie3eT B MECTO, U3 KOTO-
POro HOYbBIO JIOHOCSITCS 3BYKH, TIOXOXHUE Ha cepaiieOneHne. VIcKprk He criopuii, XOTst ObUIO BUIHO,
YTO €My XOTEJIOCh OTIIPABUTHCS MPAMO K rope. OHU MPOIIUTY Yepe3 HUKHIOI YacTh JIOJIMHBI U BCKOpe
OKa3aJIMCh BO3JIe 3a0pOITIeHHOM Ky3HMIIBL. [IHEM OHa BBITIIsi/IeNa elllé CTapile, 4YeM Be4epoM, a MEKIY
KaMHSIMM BO3JIe BXOJIa BHIPOCIIA TpaBa, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE BBHITANITHIBAJ TOIAMHU.

BHyTpu Bc€ ocranoch Tak, Kak OHM OCTaBWJIM HakaHyHe. KamMeHHble COCYIbl CTOSUIA BIOJb
CTEHBI, TOJIbKO TeMepb Ha MOJTy BOKPYT HUX MOSIBUIMCH TOHKHE cepeOpucThie TMHUUA. OHY HAUMHATUCDH
BO3JIe OIHOTO COCYAA, MepeceKaa KaMeHHbIE IUTUThI U YXOAWIIH MOl HAKOBAIBHIO. VICKpUK MOJOIIEN
OMMKe W CKa3all, YTo BUAMT UX TOPa3/Io JIydile, 4eM Buepa. APTEM TOXe CMOT 3aMETUTh c1aboe CBe-
YeHHUe, HO JJIs HETO OHO BBIMISIIENIO TIPEPHIBUCTBIM, CIOBHO KTO-TO PUCOBAJI JIMHUIO HEBUAMMBIMU
YepHWIAMU U yCTeBaJl 3aKOHYMUTh TOJIBKO OTAEJbHbIE Y4acTKu. [IIMBIr 1ocTan u3 CyMKH MaJleHbKoe
3epKaJio U TIOMBITAJICS IIOCMOTPETh Ha Cie/l Yepe3 oTpaxenue. K ero yaueieHuo, B 3epkajie cepeo-
psiHast TUHKSA ObUIA TOPa3zIo spye.

ApTEM cripocuii, 4To 3TO 03Ha4aeT, Ho LIIMbIr TonbKO noskau riedamu. OH cKas3all, 4To Marusi
penKo BeET cebs1 OMHAKOBO MPHU MTPSIMOM B3IJISIIE U B OTPAKEHHH, a 3aTEM JI0OABWII, UYTO ITO 3HAHUE
eMy OJHAXIbl paccKa3biBajia ctapasi BOlsHas BeJjbMa, KOTOpasi MOIJIa BUIETh COOCTBEHHOE OTpaxe-
HUE JaXe B 3aKPbITOM OKHe. ApTEM He CTasl yTOUYHSTh, 3a4eM BOISIHOU Be/IbMe MOHAI00MIIOCh TaKoe
ymenue. Bmecto storo on nornpocui Vckprka nokasarh, Kyaa BeA€T camasi sipkasi TuHus. pakoH
BHUMATEJILHO IIOCMOTPEJT Ha T0J1, 3aTeM MPOIIIET HECKOJIBKO ITIaroB BIOJb CTEHbI M OCTAHOBUIICS BO3JIE
OOJIBIIION KAMEHHOW IUIUTHI.

— 31eck.

[TnuTa BeITIISIIENAa COBEPIIIEHHO OOBIYHON. APTEM MONPOOOBAJ CABUHYTH €€, HO KaMEeHb JIaXe
He IIeJToXHyJIcsA. VICKpHK ckasa, 4Tto BuYepa IMojl Hell HUYero He ObLIO, OHAKO CeTOHs cepeOpsaHast
JIMHUS UCYe3aJia TIPSMO B HEOOJBINYI0 TPEIIMHY MEXIY TUIMTOM U cTteHou. [IIMbIr nonro ocmarpu-
BaJl MECTO, MOTOM JOCTAJl U3 KapMaHa CTapblii METAJUTMYECKUI KPIOYOK U BCTABHJI €r0 B TPEIIMHY.
KameHb HEOXHMTaHHO TIOJAJICS] B CTOPOHY, U TIOJl HUM OOHAPYKUJICS Y3KUH MTPOXO]I.

N3 TeMHOTHI NOTSAHYNIO X0nogoM. ApTéM nocBetu poHapéM BHU3Z. CTyNeHU YXOAWIM O[]
3eMJIIO U MIcUe3aJIv IIPUMEPHO Yepes ABAIIATh METPOB, T/1e HAUMHAJICS JUIMHHBIN KaMEHHBIN KOPUIOP.
Ha crenax BugHemnuch ctapsle cie[ibl MHCTPYMEHTOB, a MeX 1y KAMHSIMU POOUBATUCH TOHKHE KOPHH.
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Wckpuk ckazani, 4yTo HUKOIZA HE BUJEN 3TOT MPOXO[, XOTS HECKOJBKO pa3 MPUXOAUI B Ky3HHMILY.
[IMBIT OTBETHII, YTO €CJIM ITPOXOJ] TAK XOPOIIO CIIPSITaH, 3HAUUT, €ro JIMOO CIEIMATBLHO CKPBUIH, JIH00
OH TIOSIBUJICSI COBCEM HEJaBHO. APTEM MOCMOTPEJI Ha IMCbMO B CBOEW CYMKE U MOJyMaJl, 4To I0Ce
TOSIBJIEHK S MUChMA U3 OYIyIIETro CJIOBO «HETaBHO» MIEPECTaIo UMETh JIJIs1 HEro MPUBBIYHOE 3HAUCHUE.

Onu ciyctrivich BHU3. YeM riry0ske CTaHOBHJICS TYHHETb, TEM XOJIOHEE Je1ajicst BO3AYX, XOTs
C MOBEPXHOCTH M3 JIOJIMHBI TIOCTOSIHHO JIOHOCHJICS 3arax ropsiyero kamusi. CepeOpsiHast TMHUS 11J1a
0 CTeHEe, MHOTAA Mcye3as, a 3aTeM MOSBIISACh CHOBA Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MeTpoB. VICKpUK aBurascs
BIIEpE/I U BPeMsl OT BPEMEHU OCTaHABJIMBAJICS, UYTOOB YOSTUTHCS, UTO CJiejl He CBepHYJI B JIPyrou
1poxoz. B ojHOM MecTe OH 3amep U cKa3zall, UTo 3/1€Ch IIPOXOIUT €ILE OHA JIMHUSA. APTEM HapaBUII
CBET Ha CTEHY M yBUJIEJ TOHKMI KPAaCHOBATHIH Clie]l, KOTOPHIH MepeceKan cepeOpsHbIiL.

— 910 4yTO?

— Oromb.

Nckpuk kocHyscs KpacHOW JIMHUM KorteM. Ha ero nasblie BCbIXHYJI0 MajieHbKoe miaMs. OHO
OBbLIO CTA0BIM, TTOYTH MTPO3PAYHBIM, HO HACTOSIIIIVM.

Hckpuk oT HEOXUAAHHOCTH OTHEPHYA Jamy. OroHb Mcye3 Tak ObICTpO, YTO APTEM CHavyasia
noymaJi, OyATo emMy MoKa3aaoch. MajleHbKUH JpakoOH MOCMOTPET Ha CBOIO Jially, IIOTOM Ha ApTéma,
a 3aTeM CHOBa Ha cTeHy. OH OCTOPOKHO MPUKOCHYJICS K KPACHOMY CJlefly ell€ pa3, HO Terepb HUYEro
He npousomnwio. [MeIr ckazan, 4To 3TO yKe MHTEPECHO, OOHAKO VICKpUK OTBETWJI, YTO eMy He J0
uHTepecHoro. OH BIEPBbIE 32 HECKOIBKO MECSIIEB MIOUYBCTBOBAJ HACTOSIIEE TEIJIO BHYTPU CeOsl.

OHM IPOJOIKWIN UATU U BCKOPE YBUIENU NEPBBIM cocyl. OH CTOsT MPSIMO NMOCPEI TYHHEII,
CJIOBHO €ro CIenualibHO OCTaBWIM 31ech. Cocyn ObLT Bbllle ApTéMa MOYTH BIBOE, UMEJ IIMPOKOE
TOPJIBIIIIKO Y YeThIpe HEOOJBIIMX BBICTYMA MO KpasM. [IoBepXHOCTh MOKPHIBAIN TaKUe ke cepeod-
pSIHBIE JINHUM, KaK¥e OHU BUJIEIU B Ky3HUIIE. BHYTpY MOYTH HUYEro He ObLIO, TONBKO HA CaMOM
JIHE JieKaJl TOHKUH CJTOU CBeTsIIencs mbLUTH. VICKpUK Mogomen Oyinke U CHOBA TIOYyBCTBOBAI TEILIO,
OJIHAKO Terepb OHO OBICTPO MUCUE3IIO.

ApTEM mpucen BO3Jie cocyia M OCMOTpe ero. Ha BHelHe# cTopoHe HaXOAWINCh HeOOJbIIIe
PUCYHKH, [TOXOKHME Ha JAPaKoHbU NucbMeHa. OH He yMesl UX YUTaTh, HO HEKOTOPbIE CUMBOJIBI HAIIO-
MUHAJA N300pakeHusI OTHs, BOIBI, BeTpa M KaMHsl. Mex 1y HUMu ObUT M300pakEH KpyT, pa3aeseH-
HBII Ha YeThipe yacTu. B caMoM LieHTpe HaXxoausIcs 3HAKOMBIM 3HaK — YEThIpe JIMHUMU, CXOAAIINECS
B OJJHOI TOYKE, & BHYTPY HUX €UIE€ OJJHAa MaJICHbKAsl IBEPb.

[IIMbIr TUXO BBIpyTaCS.

— TbI 3Haemb 3TOT 3HAK?

— Jla.

— Ortkyna?

ApT1éM pacckazan emy mpo ¢hotorpaduio, KOTOPYIO MOTYIHI TIOCIIE COOBITUI C ApXUBapUyCOM,
U TIPO JIBE€Pb, KOTOPOM HE TOJKHO OBLIIO CyIIeCcTBOBaTh. VICKpUK CITyIIasl X pasroBOp, He MOHUMAs,
0 4€M MIET peyb, HO KOIa YCIBIIIA CIOBO «IABEPb», cpa3y MocMoTpes Ha cocyl. OH ckaszall, uTo
BUZEJ TaKOM 3HAK paHblle. APTEM CIIPOCHUII IJIe, U IPAKOH OTBETHJI, YTO Ha KaMHe Bozje Ilepsoii
nerepbl. ToOBbKO TaM 3HAaK OBUT TOpa3o CTapiile U MOYTH MOJIHOCTBIO CTEPCS.

ApTéM NpOBEN pyKOI HaJ cepeOPsTHOM MBUIBIO, HE Kacasch e€.

— 3HaAYMT, 3TO CBA3AHO.

[IIMbIr mOCMOTpEN Ha HETO.

— Cuem?

Aprém He otBeTws cpady. OH BcroMHUN ApxuB, ¢otorpaduio, HEU3BECTHYIO TOpPOry M
MMCbMO, KOTOPOE MPUIIIO U3 MECTa, KOTOPOro HE CYHIECTBOBAJIO. Teneph 3TOT e 3HaK MOSBUIICS
B JIpakoHBMX ropax, cpeiy COCya0B, COOMpaioux Maruio. CIMIIIKOM MHOTO COBIAICHUI BO3HHUKIIO
BOKPYT OIHOM MaJICHbKOW JJBEPH, YTOOBI MPOIOIKATh CUMTATh MX ciydaiHbiMUA. Ho ecnu BeE neit-
CTBUTEJILHO OBUIO CBSI3aHO, OCTABAJICSl BOIPOC, KOTOPHIA CTAHOBWIICSI BCE BakHEe: TIOUYEMY KTO-TO
COOMpaeT Mario U 3a4eM eMy MOHa00MIOCh OTKPHIBATH JBEPh B HEU3BECTHOE MECTO.
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Ha crene nanpotuB cocyna Mckpuk 3ametm Haamuch. OHa ObUIa MOYTH TIOHOCTHIO CKPhITA
TIOJ1 CJIOEM TTBLTH, HO CepeOPsTHBINA CJIe/1 IIPOXOAMI MPSIMO IO Hel, U OYKBBI OCTENIEHHO CTAHOBUJIHChH
BUAUMBIMUA. APTEM OCTOPOKHO OUUCTHII KaMEHb PYKaBOM U IIPOUUTAT:

«Koraa nepBblil OrOHb IOTacHET, JABEePb OTKPOETCSI».

Wckpuk nepeuntan cioBa HECKOJIBKO pas.

— IlepBhiii orons?

[IIMbIr mOCMOTpEN Ha HETO.

— TMoxoxe, 3TO yke He MPOCTO MPO TBOI CIIOCOOHOCTD JIBIIIATH OTHEM.

ApTEM CHOBA ITOCMOTPEN HA HAIUCh. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH MOHA, YTO IUCbMO VIckprka Moo
OBITH OTIPABJIEHO HE MPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO MOJIOJOH JAPAKOH MOTEPsLT CBOIO Maruio. Bo3amMoxHO, OH
OKazaJics IEPBBIM CYIIIECTBOM, 3aMETUBIIIMM TO, YTO MMPOMCXOAMIIO TOPa3/Io IIIyoxe. A eciii HaI1Ch
ObLJ1a MPaBIOM, TO MOTACIINIA OrOHb JOJKEH ObLT YTO-TO OTKPBITh. HO YTO MMEHHO — IMOKa HUKTO
U3 HUX HE 3HaJl.

N3 teMHOTHI TyHHess noHECCA 3BYK. KameHp ymapuics o kameHb. ICKpUK MIHOBEHHO pas-
BepHyJIics. B KoHIle kopuaopa nosiBuiiack TeHb. OHa MpUOFKaIach MeJIJIeHHO, 0e3 TOMBITKY CITPsI-
Tathcsl. Yepe3 HECKONbKO CEKYH[ U3 TEMHOTHI BBIIIEN CTapblid JpakoH. OH ObLT HACTOJIBKO XY/IBIM,
YTO TOJ, YelIyéil OTUETIMBO MPOCTYNaM peéOpa, a OOHO KPBUIO BBHIISIENO MOBpekIEHHBIM. Ero
71232 Ka3aJuch MOUTH OesIbiMK OT Bo3pacta. OH OCTAHOBHMIICSI BO3JIE COCYJa M TIOCMOTpEI CHavasa
Ha Mckpuka, 3areM Ha Apréma.

— Bawm Henb3s ObUIO Clofa TPUXOAUTb.

Nckpuk caenan mar Briepén,.

— Bl 3HQ)I 1TPO 3TO MECTO.

Crapplil IpakoH HE OTBETHUJL.

— BblI 3HQ)IM, YTO Marusi yXOaumr.

OH npoosKaI MOTYaTh.

ApTéM cnipocul, KTo IpUHEC ciofia cocyabl. CTapblil JpakoH HAaKOHEIl MOCMOTPeN Ha Hero u
CKa3aJl, YTO HE 3HAET, KTO CleJiaJl UX, HO 3HAeT, 3a4eM OHM NMOsBUIMCh. HeckombKko MecsileB Ha3all
CTapeyIlIVHBl HAallUIM NepBblid cocyn Bo3ie [lepBoii nemepbl. OHM pemnim, 4To 3TO JPEBHUIl apTe-
(akT, CIOCOOHBIN COXPaHATh APaKOHBIO Maruio. OHU NIEPEHECH ero B Ky3HMIy U Havyajld U3ydarh.
Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO JIHEH OJVH U3 APAKOHOB MOTEPST CIIOCOOHOCTD JABIIIATH OrHEM. [IoTOM BTOpOIA.
[Totom Tperuii.

CrapeiyHbI THTATICh YHUUTOKUTH cocyd. Onu He cmormu. OHu Opocanu ero B JiaBy, pas-
OVBaJIM KaMHSIMH, TOIWJIM B TIOJ3EMHOW peKe M JIa)ke MBITATIUCh 3aMOPO3UTh €r0 Marue JieIstHbIX
npakoHoB. Kax il pa3 cocyy octaBajcs 1ebiM. bosiee Toro, nociie KaxI01 NOMBITKYA PSAAOM MOsIB-
JISLTICSL HOBBIY cepeOpsiHblid cies. CTapblil APaKoOH CKa3all, YTO TOTAA CTAPEHUIIIMHBI MTOHSIN: COCYH He
3abupaeT Marmio cam. OH TOJIBKO COOMPAET TO, YTO yXKe MOKUIAET TPAKOHOB.

— 3HaYMT, Maruio 3abMpaeT KTO-TO JPYroi? — crnpocui ApTém.

Crapplil 1pakoH MEAJIEHHO KUBHYJI.

— W gro-To.

— I'me ono?

Crapblil JpakoH MOCMOTPEJT B CTOPOHY TEMHOTHI.

— He 3pecs.

OH nof1omén K cocyay U KocHyics ero janoi. CepeOpsiHasi MbLTh BHYTPH CJIETKa MOIHSIIACK,
3aKpYXHJIACh U OIYCTHJIACh OOPATHO.

— MBpI fymanu, 9to mpoGiemMa 3aKOHYHUTCS, €CIIU YHUUTOKUTH COCyAbl. [T0TOM MOHSITH, 4TO X
craHoBUTCs Oodbine. Kaxpiil pa3, Korga Marusi IOKMAAeT OJHOTO U3 HacC, Iie-HUOYIb MOSIBIISETCS
HOBBIU COCY/I.

APpTEM NOUYBCTBOBAJ HEMTPUSTHBIN XOJO.

— A ocrasnbHble CKa304HbIe CyIlecTBa?
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Crapplil IpakoH MOCMOTPEJ Ha HETo.

— Ter yxe poragascs.

OH ckazaJl, 4TO HECKOJIBKO MecsILIEB Ha3a[ K [{pakoHbUM ropam NpUXOAWIA CTPAHHBIE CITYXH.
JlecHble cyImecTBa TepsUH CIIOCOOHOCTH PAa3roBapyUBaTh C JePEBbsIMHU, (heH TIepecTaBaiv BUIETh BOJI-
IeOHBIIA CBET, HEKOTOPhIe BOJISIHBIC AyXU HEe MOTIM OOJIbIIe YIPABIATh Bojon. Be€ mpoucxoauso B
Pa3HBIX MECTaxX U B Pa3HOE BpeMsl, IO9TOMY HUKTO He CBSI3bIBAJI COOBITHS Mk Ty co00it. Ho qpakoHsI
HAIIUTK CTapble 3alMCH M OOHAPYXKUJIU, UYTO CepeOpsIHbIE CIIebI TOSBIISIIICH B KAKIOM M3 9TUX MECT.

[meIr cipocus, moyeMy crapeiliivuHbl CKpblBasid NpaBAy. Crapblil JpakoOH OTBETWI, YTO
MOTOMY, YTO JPAKOHBI OOSJIUCH CAMOTO MPOCTOrO BHIBOAA: €CJIM OHM MPU3HAIUCH OB, YTO TEPSIOT
Maruio, Jpyrue CymiecTBa MOIJIA PEIUTh, YTO JPAKOHBI OOJbIIE HE CIIOCOOHBI 3aIIUIIATh CBOM 3EMJIH.
Jl71s1 ipeBHero Hapoja, KOTOPHIA MPUBBIK CYMTATH ceOsl CUITbHENIIINM, TPU3HAHUE COOCTBEHHOH Clla-
00CTH 0Ka3aJI0Ch CTpaIIHEe CaMOU TIOTEPHU OTHSI.

Aptém nocmotpen Ha Mckprka. Masnenbkuid ApakoH mMoimdan. OH cMOTpel Ha cepeOpsHyIo
TIbUTB, U HA €70 MOP/IE BIIEPBbIE He ObUIO HU YIPSIMCTBA, HU XKeJIaHUsI JOKa3aTh CBOIO MPaBoTy. ToJbKO
MOHMMAaHME TOTO, YTO MPOUCXOJSIIEee HAMHOTO OOJIBIIIE €0 CaMOro.

— Yto Haxoaurcs 3a [lepBoii niemiepoii? — crnpocust ApTém.

Crapplil IpakoOH JOJIT0 MOJITYaJl.

— M=l He 3HaeMm.

— Ho BBI Tyna xoguin.

— Jla.

— W uro yBunemu?

Crapblil pakoH MOHSUT TOJIOBY.

— JIBeps.

[Imbir 3amep. ApTéM MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KAK BHYTPU MOYTOBOW CYMKH HAarpesioch MUChMO 13 Oyy-
miero. Ctapblil JpakoH MPOIOIKIAI:

— He kamenny1o nseps. He nepessinnyio. He Ty, KOTOpYy10 MOXHO OTKpBITh pyKamu. OHa MosiB-
JISieTCsl TOJIBKO TOTAA, KOrja JOCTAaTOYHO Maruu MOKUAAeT MUP.

Hckpuk nmocmorpent Ha ApTéma.

— 3Ha4MT, OHA YK€ OTKPBIBAETCSI.

Crapblii 1pakoH HIUUYero He otBeTvI. OHU BBILIUIM U3 TYHHENsI Onvke K Bedepy. JonrHa Ka3a-
Jlach MpexHew, HO Tenepb ApTéM BUjel e€ coBceM nHaue. Kax bl ApakoH, Kax/asi OTyXIlasi nevb
Y KQXJIBI{ TYCKJIBI OTOHb MOIJIM OBITh YacThlO OIHOTO Tiporiecca. OH yke He BOCIIPUHUMAIT cepeo-
PsHBIE CJIebl KaK CTPaHHYIO JeTallb, IOTOMY YTO TENeph 3HAJ: OHM MOSBJSUIMCH TaM, I1e U3 MUpa
yXOJuJia Marusl.

Korpma oHr mononumm kK cBoel merepe, ApTéM 3aMeTHJT Ha 3eMJie HOBBIA CepeOpUCTBI Clie]I.
OH HayMHAJICSI IPSIMO BO3JIE €r0 MOYTOBOW CYMKH. APTEM OCTaHOBWJICS. VICKpUK TOIOIIEN ke
Y TIOCMOTpEJI Ha JIMHUIO.

— Omna uz€r ot 1ebs.

[IMbIr MeqyIeHHO J0CTal CBOM MasieHbKuil (poHapb. CepeOpsHbIiA Cief TAHYJICS OT CYMKH
yepes 3eMJII0, NlepeceKal JOPOry U yXOIul Jajiblie B JoauHy. Ho B oimume oT Beex NMpeablaylux
cliesioB, TOT He aBurascs K [lepsoii nemepe. OH 1IEN B APYTYIO CTOPOHY MPsIMO K ApTémy. ApTéM
JOCTaJl TUCbMO, KOTOPOE JIOJKHO OBbLIIO OBITH HAITUCAHO TOJIBKO 3aBTpa. Ha KoHBepTe yike MmosiBUIach
emé OfHa CTPOKa, KOTOPOM yTPOM He ObLJIO.

«OH HAIIEJI TEBSI».

Hckpuk nocMoTpen Ha cepeOpsiHbIi Cliefl.

— Kro?

AptéM He ycriesn oTBeTUTh. ['e-To aneko B ropax pasjgajics 3BYK, OXOXHN Ha OTKPBIBAIO-
IIMICS 3aMOK. A cepeOpsiHast IMHUS IOl X HOTaMH BIIEpBbIE 32 BCE BPeMsl OCTAHOBHIIACH.
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I'nasa 5. Ilocaeanuii oroun

CepeOpsiHast TMHKST OCTAHOBHJIACh Bo3ne Apréma u Oonbiie He Apuraiach. OHa Jiexaina Ha
3eMJIE TOHKOM CBETAIIEHCS TOJI0COM, NepeceKkalla KAMHU M 3aKaHYMBaJach MPSMO y €ro carora,
CJIOBHO KTO-TO HEBUJMMBIN IPOBEN €€ JO 3TOr0 MECTa, a MOTOM IepeayMall IIPOJoKaTh. ApTEM
HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ] CMOTpEJI Ha HE€, He peluasch cienaThb mar. VICKpHK CTosuI psoM U TOXe MOJTJall, a
HImbir MeieHHO yOpaut (hoHaph B CYMKY U CKa3aJl, YTO €My COBEPLIEHHO HE HPABUTCS, KOIla HEU3-
BECTHBIE BELM HAYMHAIOT HAXOIUTD JIIOAEU CAaMOCTOATENBHO. APTEM AOCTaJI IACBMO U3 3aBTPAILHETO
IHSI ¥ CHOBA IIPOYMTAJ TIOSIBUBIIMECS] HA HEM CJIOBA, TIOCTIE Yero CrpsiTayl KOHBepT oOpatHo. OH yke
TIOHSUI, YTO ceifyac UM He YAACTCSI OYYUTh OTBETHI, IO3TOMY PEIIJI XOTs Obl HAUTH TOTO, KTO CIIO-
coOeH OOBSICHUTD, UTO MPOUCXOIUT C IPAKOHbEH Marueu.

Crapplil JpakoH, KOTOPOTO OHU BCTPETWIM B TIOA3EMHOM TYHHEJE, MOSBUICS BO3JIE NEIEPBI
He3aJ0/1ro J10 3akata. OH NpULIEN OAMH U JIONTO CTOSUT Ha KPalo CKaJlbl, HaOmogas 3a JA0JMHOM, Ie
B3pOCJIbIE IPAKOHBI NBITATUCH NOANEPKUBATh NOCIEAHNAE OTHU B CBOMX AoMax. Korga oH nogormen
K Aprémy, Uckpuky u IlIMeiry, TO ckaszai, 4yTo BHIE] cepeOpsSHYI0 JIMHUIO U 3HAET, MI0YeMy OHa
OCTaHOBUJIACH BO3JIE ITOYTOBOM CYMKH. APTEM CIPOCHIL, YTO TO 3HAUUT, HO CTApbIi APAKOH OTBETHIL,
YTO HE CTAHET PAaCCKa3bIBaTh 3/IECh, IOTOMY UTO CTEHBI [JpaKOHBUX rOp JaBHO yMEIOT CIIyIIaTh. 3aTeM
OH TIPEJIOKNI MOAHATHCA BBILIE, Ty, A€ KU TOT, KTO €€ MOMHWII Ha4aJl0 UCTOPUM.

OHnu OTIIPaBUIMCH B ITyTh ITOYTH Cpa3y. Tpora nogHuMaIach 1o CKJIOHY, CTAHOBSCH BCE YXKE, a
BO3/YX C KQXIbIM JECATKOM ILIAroB CTAHOBWIICSA XosoAHee. VICKpUK cHavyasia N paaoM ¢ ApTéEMoM,
HO MOTOM HayaJl OTCTaBaTh, IOTOMY UTO IOABEM JABAJICA MY TSKesee OCTaIbHBIX. OH HECKOJIBKO
pa3 MBITAICS PACIPAaBUTh KPbUIbS, OOHAKO CUJIBHBIM BETEP CpPa3y OTHOCHWJI €r0 Hazal. APTEM XOTel
NOMOYb eMy, HO VICKpHK cepamTo OTKazaics, CKa3as, YTO €CJIM OH COOMPAETCs CTaTh HACTOSIIM
JPaKOHOM, TO JOJDKEH HAyUUThCS JOOMPATHCS 10 HYXKHBIX MECT CAMOCTOSITENIbHO. Yepe3 HeKoTopoe
BpPEM OH BCE-TaKM MOCKOJIBb3HYJICS HAa KAMHE, ChbEXaJl BHU3 Ha HECKOJIKO METPOB U ClIENIAN BUJL, UTO
9TO OBUIO YACTBIO 33[yMAaHHOTO MapIIpyTa.

Crapblil JpakoH HUYero He ckazail, HO IIIMbIr THXO 3ameTH1, 4To OyAylleMy BeJMKOMY Apa-
KOHY, BOBMOXHO, CHauasla MPUAETCSA HAyUYUThCSl XOAUTh MO cKajlaM. VICKpUK yciiblina 310 U ooep-
HYJICS1, COOMPasiCh BO3Pa3UTh, OJHAKO BMECTO 3TOrO YBHJEJ BIIepeH IMMPOKYIO IUIOIMAAKY, Ha KOTO-
POI1 CTOSIJT OrPOMHBII KaMEHHBIN BXOA. 3a HUM HauMHAaJach Meliepa, BeIpyOaeHHast IpsIMO B TOpe.
Han Bxozmom He ObUIO HHM HAJNUCH, HU repda, TOJIBKO M300pakeHHe IPaKOHbEW TOJNOBBI C 3aKphl-
THIMU I71a3aMU. CTapblil IpakOH OCTAHOBUJICS IIEpe]] Hel M CKa3aJl, YTo JaJibllle OHU MOWAYT Oe3 Hero.
ApTéM cnpocuil, HOYeMy, U TOT OTBETUJI, UTO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO OHU MILYT, HE JIOOUT rocTei, HO
JHOOWUT UCTOPUH, €CITU UX PACCKA3BIBAIOT MPABHUIILHO.

BuyTpu nemmepst Obl10 HEOXHIAHHO Terio. Ha cTeHax ropesy ManeHbKHe KpacHble OrOHbKHY,
OJIHAKO PAJOM C KaXJbIM U3 HUX CTOsJIa KAMEHHasl Yalllka, B KOTOPOH He ObLIO HU YIUISl, HU Macia.
CBeT MCXOAMIJI HENOCPEICTBEHHO OT KaMmHsA. B ryOuHe 3ayma cupen orpomHbiil gpakoH. OH ObLT
HACTOJIBKO CTap, 4TO €ro Yellys MEeCTaMM CTajla MouTH OeJsioi, a pora NOKPbUIMCh TOHKMMU TpeIlu-
HaMu. OHO KPBUIO JIEKAJIO Ha MOy, OTOMY 4TO JABHO MOTEPSUIO CIOCOOHOCTh MOJTHOCTBIO pac-
npasiATbes. Ho miasa y Hero ocraBajuch SICHBIMUA M BHUMaTeabHbIMU. Korna oHy BonuM, ApakoH
nocMorpen Ha Mckpuka, morom Ha ApTéMa M TOJIBKO 1ocsie 31oro Ha Ilmeira.

— 3HauuT, MoYTa BCE-TAKM 100paIach 10 HaC, — CKa3aJl OH.

[IMBIr yIuBIEHHO MOCMOTPEN Ha ApTéMa.

— TboI ero 3Haems?

— Her.

— Torma moyeMy OH TOBOPHT Tak, OyaTo Xaat Teds?

JpeBHMII IPAaKOH YCMEXHYJICA.
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— 4 xnan He ero. § Kaan TOro, KTO OAHAXABI MPUIET C MUCBMOM, KOTOpOE elié He ObLIo
HAITHCaHO.

ApTEM NOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK MUCbMO B €I0 CYMKE CTaJIO TOPSYMM.

— BrbI 3HaeTe o0 HEM?

JIpakoH MEeUIEHHO KUBHYJI.

— 3Halo JOCTaTOYHO.

Ero 3Baym Baprapa. [Ins OONBIIMHCTBA APAKOHOB 3TO MMS CTAJIO TOYTH JIETSH/ION, TIOTOMY
YTO OH pOOMJICA 3a0JIr0 OO0 MOABJICHWA HBIHCIIHUX JPAKOHBUX MOCeJIEHUI M TTOMHUJI BpEMCHA, O
KOTOPBIX COXPAHMIIUCH TOJIBKO OOPBIBKH CTapbiX meceH. OH He ObUT caMbiM OOJIBIIMM JPAKOHOM B
JOJMHE W JABHO MOTEPsUT CIIOCOOHOCTD JIETaTh, HO OCTaJIbHbIE OTHOCWJIUCH K HEMY C yBaXEHHUEM,
noroMy 4to Baprapp 3Han ucroputo IlepBoro orus. MiMeHHO No3TOMY CTapeiIIuHbI MPUXOIWIN K
HEeMy, KOorja UM TpeOOBaJloCh MOHATH JPEeBHUE MHCbMEHA, XOTsS CaMM HUKOIZIA He MPU3HABAJIVCH,
HACKOJIBKO 4aCTO MOJIb30BAJIUCH €r0 3HAaHUSIMHU.

AptéM pacckazan emy o mmcbMe VICKpHKa, 0 cepeOpsiHBIX clieax, CoCylax U 3HaKe IBepu
BHYTPHM /iBepu. Baprapn ciymman morya, He nepeOrBasi 1 He 3a/1aBasi BorpocoB. Korna Aptém 3akoH-
YW, IPEBHUIN JPAKOH CKa3al, YTO BCE HAYAJIOCh TOPA3/l0 paHbIlle, YeM OHU AymaioT. [{pakoHbs
Maruvs HUKOrja He 6bIHa ITpOCTO CHOCO6HOCTI>IO BBIJIBIXATb OI'OHb, TIOAHUMATh KPbLJIbA UJIN HAI'PEBATh
KameHb. OHa OblJIa YacThl0 CAMOTO MHpA, U KOIJa-TO €€ BOOOIIe He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO B TOM BHUJE, B
KOTOPOM JJPaKOHBI 3HAIOT €€ ceryac.

Baprapn pacckasai, 4To nepBble IPaKOHbI KUJIU B ropax 6e3 orHsi. OHY ObLIM CHITBHBIMH CYITIe-
CTBaMH, HO XOJIOOAHBIMU U MEJIMTCJIBHBIMU, IIOTOMY YTO BHYTPU HUX HE 6bIHO TOM 9HEPIruu, KOTOPYIO
COBPEMCHHBIC OPAKOHBI HA3bIBAIOT Maruem. OI[Ha)K)lbI OIUH U3 IEPBLIX JPAKOHOB HaIen FJIy6OKO
1oj1 3eMJIEN MaJIeHbKyI0 UCKpy. OHa He OblIa MoX0Xka Ha 0OBIYHOE TUIaMsl, TOTOMY UYTO He OOKHrasa
KaMeHb U He racya oT BoJpl. [IpakoH Mor Aepkarh €€ B Jlalax, He Mojdyydasi 0)KOroB, HO CTOMJIO eMyY
nonbITaThCs 3a0paTh e€ cede, Kak MCKpa CTaHOBIJIACh TycKJion. Toraa oH caesnas To, 4Yero HUKTO OT
HEro He OXKUJIAJ: pa3zienui €€ ¢ ApyruMU APaKOHAMM.

Kaxp1il oy ums1 coBceM HEMHOT'O OrHsl, HO 3TOT'0 OKa3aJI0Ch 4OCTaTOUHO. OJJUH IPaKOH CMOT
COTpeTb CBOE THE3/10, JPYroil BIEpBbIE MOAHSJICSA B BO3[yX, TPETUI Hayuwscs IUIaBUTh KaMEHb, a
YeTBEPTHIA OOHAPYXKUII, YTO MOXKET TepeaBaTh TEIJI0 CBOUM JeTsM. Vickpa mepexoausia oT OfHOTO
JPaKOHA K IpPyrOMY 1 CTAaHOBMJIACh CUJIbHEE KasK/Ibli pa3, Koraa ero Jeinch. Tak nosisuiics [lepsbiii
OrOHb, & BMECTE C HUM U JIPaKOHbsI Marusi. IMEHHO 1103TOMY JIpeBHUE JPAaKOHbl HUKOI/Ia HE CUMTANIN
Maruio COOCTBEHHOCTBIO OTHOTO cyIiecTBa. OHa CyIecTBOBasIa TOIBKO A0 TeX MOp, MOKa €€ OTIaBaJIH
JaJible.

— Tlostomy oHa ceituac ucuesaer, — ckazaji ApTém.

Baprapa nocmotrpes Ha Hero.

— BosmoxHo.

— IMoTtomy uTO KTO-TO €€ 3abupaer?

— HOTOMy YTO KTO-TO IIBITACTCA COEJIaTh TO, YETrO HUKOI'ZA HEJIb3A 6I)IJIO Jeiartb C HepBHM
OTHEM.

Baprapa nonomén k gajibHel cTeHe W KOCHyJICs e€ KorreM. KameHb Havyasl CBETUThCS, U Ha
MOBEPXHOCTH MOCTETIEHHO MOSIBIICS APeBHUI prCYHOK. Ha HEM ObLiM M300pakeHbl HECKOJIBKO Apa-
KOHOB, CTOSIIIMX BOKPYT' OTPOMHOM MCKPBI, a 32 HUMHU HaXOAWUJIaCh BBICOKast cepedpsiHast qeepb. M3
KaXJ10ro JpakoHa K UCKpE€ TAHYJIUCh TOHKHUE JIMHUKW, HO OT UCKPLI K JPpaKOHAM I JPYT'U€ JIMHUU,
00pasys Kpyr.

— IlepBblil OroHb HeNb3s yaepxkarTb, — cka3au Baprapn. — Ero MoxHO TOJIBKO nepeaaBaTh.
Tot, KTO mbITaeTcss coOpaTh Markio B OJHOM MeCTe, pa3pblBaeT KPyr.

APpPTEM BCIIOMHUIT CepeOpsHBIE COCYBI.

— 3HauuT, COCYy/Ibl COOMPAIOT TO, UTO BHIXOAMUT U3 Kpyra?

Baprapa kuBHyi1.
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— MmenHo.

[ImbIr IOIOMIEN OJIMKE K PUCYHKY.

— A nBeps?

Baprapn nonro cMotpen Ha u300pakeHue.

— JlBepb MosIBIISIETCS, KOT/Ia KPYT' pa30opBaH JOCTAaTOUYHO CUJIBHO.

APpTEM cripocuIl, UTO HAXOAUTCH 3a Hel. Baprapa oTBeTHI1, YTO HUKTO M3 HBIHEIIHUX JIPAKOHOB
9TOro He 3HaeT. B craphix jereHaax 3To Mecto HassiBau [lycteiM Mupom, HO Baprapna He Obln yBe-
PEH, YTO 3TO Ha3BaHME BOOOIIE MOXHO CUMTATh MTPABIIIbHBIM. HEeKOTOpbIe 3ammcy TOBOPHMIIH, UTO 32
JBEPbIO HAXOOUTCS MU O€3 Maruu, Apyrue yTBepKIalin, YTO TaM HAXOOUTCS KICTOUYHKK BCEeW Maruu, a
caMble CTapble TEKCThI BOOOIIe He HAa3bIBAJIM 3TO MecTo MupoM. OHM roBopuiiv Tonbko: «Tam Haxo-
JTCS TO, YTO OCTAJOCH NOCJIE IEPBOro IMyTH».

Wckpuk ciyman ero, Cuis y CTEHBI.

— [Nouemy s Buxy cienpl?

Baprapa nmocMoTtpes Ha MaJIeHbKOTO APaKOHa.

— [loromMy uTO THI ponMIICS B HETIPABUJILHOE BPEMSI.

Hckpuk Haxmypuiics.

— 9TO He OTBeT.

— 9T0 Hayvajo OTBETA.

Baprapn oObsicHuI, 4To B HOUb poxkaeHus1 VIcKkprka B ropax BHEpBbIE 32 MHOTHE CTOJETHUS
Torac OJMH U3 IpeBHUX orHeil. CtapeliuHbl peLIv, YTO ITO CIIyYaiHOCTh, IIOTOMY UTO HE XOTENN
CBSI3bIBATh POXKJECHUE MAJIEHBKOI'O IpaKoHa ¢ JpeBHUMM Jierenaamu. Ho nocie storo Mckpuk Havasn
BUJIETh cepeOpsiHble cieapl. Ero mMarus He mcyesna Tak, Kak y OCTaJbHBIX JpakoHOB. OHa CIOBHO
OTCTYNHJIa BHYTPb HETO, OCTABUB MECTO I CIOCOOHOCTH BUAETH TO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT C IPYTHMHU.

— To1 He cnadwiil, — ckazan Baprapn. — Tbl MPOCTO yCTpOEeH MHAYeE.

Nckpuk HAYEro HE OTBETUII.

OH nocMoTpes Ha CBOM MaJIEHbKUE KPbUIbsi, IOTOM Ha KOTTH U Ha TPy/b, M07] KOTOPOU JaBHO
riepecTat OIlyIaTh MPUBBIYHOE TEIUI0. APTEM BHUJEN, YTO STU CJIOBA ISl HETO 3HAvaT OOJIbIle, YeM
JPaKOH XOTeJl IOKa3aTh. BriepBble KTO-TO U3 B3pOCIIBIX HE TOBOPUJ EMY, UTO OH CIIMIIKOM MaJIEHbKHIA,
CJIVIIIKOM CJ1a0blii MJIM CITMIIIKOM JTIOOOTIBITHBIN. Baprapn oObsCHsI, YTO UMEHHO TO, UTo VICKpuK
CUUTAJI CBOUM HEJJOCTaTKOM, MOTJIO OKa3aThCsl JMHCTBEHHOW MPUYMHOM, TI0 KOTOPOW OHHU BOOOIIIE
CIOCOOHBI HAWTHU UCTOUYHUK MICUE3HOBEHHSI MAruH.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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