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AHHOTaAIMA

ITodranboH AJisi CKa30YHBIX CYIIECTB: [pakoH M mOTEpsiHHasA
Marusi

MNHorpa muchkMo MPUXOAUT HE TOMY, KTO €ro >KIET. A MHOTJa OHO
MPUXOIUT TOMY, KTO IOJKEH HAITH TOTO, KOTO yke HUKTO He TIOMHHUT.

Aptém KoBanéB mNpHBBIK JOCTaBJIATh TMHCbMa CKa304HBIM
CYIIECTBaM, HO OJHAXKJbl TOJy4YaeT HEOObIYHBIA KOHBEpT Oe3
oOpaTHOro anpeca. BHyTpM HaxomuTcs BCEro HECKONBKO CIIOB:
«Haiimm npakona. OH 3a0bU1, KaK JIeTaTh».

INonckn mpuBoAAT ApréMa B 3aTepsHHYIO JIONWHY, TOE Marus
MOCTENEeHHO rcye3aeT. [IpakoHbl OOoJbllle He MOTYT ABIIIATH OTHEM,
(beu TepsIOT CBOM KPBUTbsI, BOIIEOHBIE Jieca HAUMHAIOT IIPeBpaIaThCs
B OOBIYHBIE, & JPEBHUE CYIIECTBA 3a0bIBAIOT COOCTBEHHbIE UMEHA.

Ho camoe cTpaHHOE TPOUCXOAUT C MAJICHBKUM JPAKOHOM,
KOTOpPBIIl YTBEpPKAAET, YTO KOrJa-To yxke BcTpedan Apréma. OH He



IIOMHHUT TZIE ¥ KOT/Ia 3TO CIIyYMJIOCh, 3aTO XPAHUT OJIHY BEILb — CTapOe
[IMCBMO, KOTOPOE HUKTO HE OTIIPaBJISLIL.

Teneps ApTEMY NPEACTOUT BBISICHUTD, KyJa MCYE3/Ia Marus, KTo
3a0paJt e€ y CKa30YHOro MHpa v MoYeMy UMEHHO OH TOTYYHJI THChMO.
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I'nmaBa 1. HoBoe nucbMo0

3a HeCKOJIbKO MecsIeB paboThl Ha BOMIIEOHOM NouTe ApTéM
yCIIeJI TOHSATH OJIHY TIPOCTYIO BElllb: CTPAHHBIE MTHChMa IOYTH HU-
KOT/Ia He TIPUXOAAT B CTpaHHOE BpeMsl. OHU MOSIBIISIIACH YTPOM,
KOTJ]a BCEe TOPONMJIKMCh Ha paboTy, THEM, KOT/Ia B COPTHPOBOY-
HOM OTJeJie CTAaHOBHJIOCH JKapKO OT OECKOHEUHOTO JBHKEHUS
KOHBEPTOB, WJIM BEUEPOM, KOTJIa IOUTa yke HauMHaJa MyCTeTh U
COTPYOHUKH MEUTAJIM TOCKOpee 3aKphiTh cMeHy. Camble Herpu-
SITHBIE TTChMa OOBIYHO BBITJISI/IENN COBEPILICHHO OOBIKHOBEHHO,
0e3 CBeTSIIMXCS MevaTeid, TOBOPSIINX KOHBEPTOB U aJpecoB, Ha-
NMCaHHBIX HEBUIUMBIMU YepHIIaMu. OHH IPOCTO JIEKaIH cpe-
I OCTaJIbHBIX, TEPIETMBO KIAJIM CBOETO 4Yaca W AeNaiv BU,
YTO HEe MMEIOT HUKAKOTO OTHOIIEHUS K HEMPUATHOCTSIM, KOTO-
pble HAYMHAJIMCH TIOCTIe MX JOocTaBKU. [loaTomy, Korma ApTéM B
OJTHO OOBIYHOE YTPO OOHAPYKUIT Ha CBOEM CTOJIE HEOOIIBITION KO-
PUYHEBBI KOHBEPT, OH CHaYaJIa Jake He 0OpaTul Ha HerO BHU-
MaHHUsI.

[ucbMo neskano Mex Iy IOCBUIKOH /TS CTApOTO JIECHOTO JyXa
Y TIAYKON MO3APABUTENIBHBIX OTKPBITOK, KOTOPbIE HYXKHO OBLIO
OTIIPABUTh B JEPEBHIO, I1IE KUJIM CEMb ceCTEp-per. ApTEM Iie-
pedupa KOHBEPTHI, IPOBEPSUT afjpeca M CTABUJT HA HUX MaJIeHb-
KHe MOYTOBbIE OTMETKH, KOTJa 3aMeTHJI Ha KOPUYHEBOH Oymare
cTpaHHbIi cien. OH BHIIVIAAET KaK [apanvHa, TOJIbKO CIUIIKOM
pOBHAas1, YTOOBI OBITH CITy4aiiHOW. YeThIpe TOHKME JIMHUM CXO/IU-



JICh B OJJHOUM TOYKE, CJIOBHO KTO-TO MPOBEN KOI'TEM IO BOCKY,
OCTaBUB TOcyIe ceOst HeOOJBINON PUCYHOK. APTEM B3sUT IMTUCHMO
B PYKHM U TIOYYBCTBOBAJI ClIab0O€ TEIIo, MCXOMBINEe OT Oyma-
ri. OHO OBUIO IOYTH HE3AMETHBIM, HO JOCTATOUHO OTYETIMBbIM,
9YTOOBI MOHATH: KOHBEPT HAXOIWIICS 37€Ch HE CITy4aiHO.

[IMBIT B 3TO BpeMsI CH/IeNl HAIPOTHB U MBITAJICS OTKPBITH KO-
POOKY C 3aCOXIIIMMU YepHUIaMH. 3a MOCIeIHIE MECSIIHl OH TI0-
YTU HE U3MEHWJICS, Pa3Be UTO CTaJl HEMHOTO YBEpEHHEe XOIUTb
10 TIOYTE U TIepecTall KaXIblid pa3 3aryisabIBaTh MO CTOJ, KOTa
noOMM30CTH XJTonana Asepb. OH MOTHSIT TOJIOBY, YBU/IEN MUCh-
MO B pyKax ApTéma M cpa3dy OTJIOXKHI KOPOOKy. ApTéM moKa-
3aJ1 eMy CTpaHHbIi ciie] Ha Bocke. [IIMbir nopomén ommxke, npu-
HIYPWJICS U OCTOPOXKHO KOCHYJICSI PUCYHKA HOTTEM, TOCJIe Yero
OpIcTpO yOpast pyky. OH cKa3aji, 4To Takasi edaTb eMy He3HAKO-
Ma, XOTI 32 MOCJIeJHHE TOIbI BUIEN TIOUTH BCE BUJIBI IPAKOHBHX
nHceM, KOTOpble TPUXOAUIN Ha TOUTy. APTEM CIIPOCHJI, ToYe-
My OH pelllv, 4TO Tevyarh OpakoHbs, v LIMbIr oTBeTHII, UTO Y
OOBIYHBIX CYIIECTB HE ObIBAET MPUBBIYKHM OCTABJISTh HA KOHBEP-
Tax clie]] COOCTBEHHOTO KOTTSI.

OHM nocMoTpe Ha OOPaTHYIO0 CTOPOHY MHchbMa. TaM ObLIO
HAIMCAHO BCEro HECKOJBKO CJIOB: «ApTémMy KoBanéBy. Bou-
meoHast noura. JImuno». O6parHoro agpeca He ObLIO, HO HU-
e CTOSLIO MMSI OTTIPABUTENSI. APTEM MPOYMTAT €0 IBAXK/IBI, TIO-
TOMY UYTO CHayaja peliu, YTO HeMPaBUIbHO pa3o0pas OyKBBI.
Otnpasutens 38y ICKpUK. 9TO UM HAYETO EMY HE TOBOPU-
70, ogHako IIIMbIr, yBUIEB €ro, BAPYr HaXMYypWJICS U CKasall,



YTO 3HAET TaKyI0 (haMIIUI0. APTEM YAUBUJICS, TOTOMY UTO PaHb-
I1Ie HUKOT/Ia He CJIBIIIAI, YTOOHI Y IPAKOHOB ObUTH (haMUJINU, HO
[IMBIr OOBSACHUII, YTO HEKOTOPBIE APAKOHBM CEMbH COXPaHSIIN
CTapble YeJJOBEUeCK1e UMEHa eIl CO BpeMEH, KOT/ia JIIOJN 1 CKa-
304YHBIE CYIIIECTBA OTKPHITO TOPrOBAJIU APYT C IPYroM. 3aTeM OH
n06aBwt, 4T0 VICKpUK MPUHAIJICKUT K OMHON M3 CaMBIX CTapbIX
JPaKOHBUX JINHUH, XOTS caM, TI0 CITyXaMm, eme COBCEM MOJIOJION.

ApTEM aKkKypaTHO BCKpPbLI KOHBepT. BHyTpu sexan nuct Oy-
Maru, CJI0)KeHHBI BUETBEPO, U MaJIeHbKasi YEpHas yeryika. Ye-
nryiika ObUla pa3MepoM C HOTOTh, HO Ka3aiach Tskellee OOBbIU-
HOro kamHs1. Ha cBeTy oHa oTiMBasia KpacHbIM, a Koraa ApTém
MIOBEPHYJT €€, Ha MOBEPXHOCTH MPOCTYNUIA KPOIIEUHbIE 30J10-
tcTble TMHUM. [IIMBIr cpa3y ckazai, 4To TO IPaKOHbSI YelIys,
HO APTEM 3aMeTHJI, YTO OHA CJIMIITKOM TOHKAs U MaJIeHbKasI JIJIsI
B3pOCJIOro ipakoHa. I1IMbIr oTBEeTHII, YTO 3TO, CKOpEe BCEro, ue-
IIysl MOJIOZIOTO JIPaKOHA, a 3aTeM J00aBuI, uTo eciu VICKpHK OT-
NIPaBWII €€ BMeCTe C MIChbMOM, 3HAUUT, JIEJIO JIEUCTBUTENBHO Ce-
PBEBHOE.

Ha nucre 6b110 HanMCaHO HECKOJIBKO CTPOK.

«Ilouranbon Aprém Koanés. MHe cka3ajiu, 4TO ThI
yMeenb JOCTAaBJSITh MHUCbMa Tyla, KyJda Apyrue mnodra-
JLOHBI He X01AaT. fI He 3HaIW, MpaBaa JH 3TO, HO 00Jb-
e o0paTHTHCSI MHE He K KOMY. Y Hac mponajaeT Marusi.
Cuauana B3pocJible JPAaKOHbI PelIiJIH, YTO 3TO 00Jie3Hb,
NOTOM CKa3aJid, YTO BUHOBATA cTapasi ropa, a HoToMm Iie-
pecTajy ropoputh Booome. OHH TyMaIOT, YTO €CJIH MOJI-



4aTh JOCTAaTOYHO [J0JIr0, HUKTO He 3aMETUT, UTO NPOHC-
xoaurt. A 3amerna. Ioxanyiicra, npue3:kai B JIpakoHbn
ropsol. ToJIbKO He TOBOPH B3POCJIbIM, UTO 51 HanucaJj. Uc-
KPHK».

ApTEM nepeurTan NUCbMO HECKOJbKO pa3. [IIMbIr cuaen Ha-
MPOTUB U MOJTYa HAOMIONAJT 32 HUM, HO IO BBIPAKEHUIO €T0 JIH-
11a ObLIO BUIHO, YTO OH YK€ TMOHsUI, K ueMy Bc€ uaer. Hakonenn
OH CITPOCHJI, cOOMpaeTtcsi 1u ApTéM OTBeuaThb, U TOT CKa3aJ, 4To
CHayaJla HY>KHO TOHSITh, AEUCTBUTENIBLHO JIU CYHIECTBYET MECTO
nof HazBaHueM JIpakonbu ropsl. ILIMeIr nocMoTpes Ha Hero ¢ Ta-
KHM BbIPakeHUEM, OY/ITO BOMPOC ObLJT CTPAHHBIM, M OTBETHIL, YTO
JIpakoHbY ropbl CYIECTBYIOT YK€ O4€Hb 1aBHO. OHU HaxoaATCs
naneko 3a CeBepHbIM JIECOM, 32 3eMJISIMU BEJIMKAHOB U JJAJIbIIIe
CTaporo oOJIAYHOTO TepeBaia, KyJa OOBIYHBIE TOUTATLOHBI T10-
YTU HUKOIJIA HE XOAAT. APTEM CPOCHII, TOYEMY TY/AA HE XOJAT,
u HImbIr noxar rieyamu, OObsCHUB, YTO IPAKOHBI HE OCOOEHHO
JIOOSAT TOCTEH, 0OCOOEHHO TeX, KTO TIPUXOIUT C MMCbMAaMH M Ha-
YMHAET 3a/1aBaTh BOIPOCHIL.

ApPTEM NOJIOKIII MUCHMO Ha CTOJI K IOCMOTPEN Ha MAJICHbKYIO
yeuryky. EMy nouemy-T1o He AaBaJio MOKOSI CJIOBO «IIPOIajia-
er». He «ucuesna», He «clioManach», He «repectayia padoTarb»,
a UMEHHO TIPOTa/IaeT, CJIOBHO Marusi Obljla YeM-TO, YTO MOXHO
notepsATh 1o gopore. OH BCIOMHUJI TIEPBYIO KHUTY, ApXHUBapu-
yca ¥ UCTOPHUU, KOTOPBIE UCUE3AIU U3 MaMSTH JIIOAEHU, U Ha ce-
KyHJy €My MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE 3TO MOXKET ObITh CBsi3aHO. Of1-
HAKO TYT K€ OTOTHAJ] 3Ty MbIC/Ib. OH CIMIIKOM XOPOUIO 3HAI,



KaK JIETKO HauyaTb BUJETh CBSI3b MEX/y COBEPIIEHHO pa3HbIMHU
COOBITUSIMU TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK OTHAXK/IbI YKe CTOJKHYJICS C HACTO-
AIIEeN TaHOM.

— 4 cxoxy k I'aBpuie, — ckazay ApTém.

[IIMbIT KUBHYII.

laBpuna CeMEHOBMY HAXOMWICS B CBOEM KaOWHETe U, Kak
0OBIYHO, pa30upas cTapblie JOKYMEHTHI. 3a MOCeTHIUE MECSIIbI
KaOMHET MOYTH He M3MEHWJICS, TOJILKO Ha OIHOW CTEeHE IMOSIBU-
Jlach HOBAsl MOJIKa C MUChbMAaMM, KOTOPBIE paHblIle XPAHWIUCh B
ApxuBe. CTapyKk HACTOsUI, YTOOBI YaCTh CAMBIX CTapbIX JIOKY-
MEHTOB BEPHYJIM Ha MOYTY, IOTOMY YTO TeNepb CUUTATI, UTO UC-
TOpHS JOJKHA HAXOAUTHCS TaM, 7€ € MOTYT BOCIIOJIb30BaThCA,
a He 3a 3aKPbITOUN JBEPbI0. APTEM TOJOKWII Mepel HUM THUCh-
MO Mckpuka m pacckasai, 4To npor3ouuio. I'aBpuia npoynran
€ro MoJ14a, 3aTeM [EePEBEPHYJI JIUCT U IIOCMOTPES Ha MAJIEHbKYIO
JPAKOHBIO YEUIyIO.

— JIpakoHbU ropbl, — MNPOU3HEC OH HAKOHEII.

ApTEM CIIpoCuJI, YTO €r0 TaK 3aMHTEPECOBAJIO, U CTAPHUK OT-
BETWJI, YTO MUChMA OTTYHA NPUXOAAT peaKo. JJpakoHbl MpUBbIK-
JIM pelath CBOM MPOOJeMbl CAMOCTOSITENIBHO, & €CJIM OHU BCE-
TaKW 0OpaINarTcs 3a MOMOIIIBIO K TT0YTe, 3HAUUT, ITpodiiemMa yxe
BBIIILIA 32 MTPeesbl X JOIUHBL. ['aBpria OTKpbUI cTapbi IKad,
JOCTaJl KapTy M pa3noxui e€ Ha croie. Kapra Obuta HacTomb-
KO OOJIBIIION, YTO MPUIIIOCh OTOABUHYTH HECKOJIBKO CTOMOK OY-
Mar. Ha Heli ObITM OTMEUEHBI TIOUTH BCE U3BECTHBIE APTEMY Me-
CTa, BKJII0Yasi 03epo Mupsl, ApXUB U ropsl, TAE K11 [ poMbIXao.



JlpakoHbU rOpbl HAXOIWJIMCh JAJIEKO Ha CEBEpE, 3a JIMHUEN Bbl-
COKHMX OeJIbIX BEpIIMH, KOTOpble Ha KapTe ObUIM OTMEUYEeHBl Ma-
JICHbKVMH YEPHBIMU TPEYrOJIbHUKAMU.

— Yro0 TaM npoucxoauT? — crpocus ApTéMm.

["aBpursia MpOBEN MAJIBLEM IO KapTe.

— Ecnu Obl 51 3HaJI, HE PUIIIIOCH OBl OTIPABJATH TEOSI.

— 3HauuT, g JOJDKEH UATh?

— ThuI HE HOMXKEH.

Crapuk nocMoTpes eMy MnpsiMo B IJ1a3a.

— Ho nucemo npurio maHo Tede.

AptéM 3Han 310 npaBwio. Ecau muckMo agpecoBaHO KOH-
KPETHOMY TOYTaJIbOHY, APYrOM COTPYAHUK MOXKET JOCTABUTh
€ro TOJBKO B Cllyyae KpaiHel HeoOXOOUMOCTH. B mpoTuBHOM
cllyyae MChbMO MPOAOJIKAET JKAATh CBOETO ajipecara, 1axe eciu
KIaTh TIPUXOUTCS] OYeHb JI0NT0. ['aBpuia 0OBSICHII, YTO WHO-
I/1a MChbMO BBIOMPAET He TOro, KTO CMOXKET ObicTpee 100paTh-
csl 10 MECTa, a TOro, KTO JOJIKEH YBUAETh TO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT
Tam. [locie nepBoii KHUTU APTEM yiKe MepecTall CIUTaTh MOI00-
HbIE BEILY COBIAJIEHHEM, TOITOMY ITPOCTO CITPOCHJT, KOTIa MOX-
HO OTIIPaBJISATHCA.

— 3aBTpa yTpoM.

— Ilouemy He ceronHa?

["aBpuiia mocMoTpest Ha OKHO.

— IMoTomy 4uTo ceropHs TeOe HYKHO KOe-4TO y3HATb.

Crapuk gocrai emgé oy KHury. OHa Oblia cTapou, TOJICTOR
¥ TIOKPHITOM TIBUTHIO, a HA KOpeIIke He Obuto HazBaHus. [aBpu-



JIa PaCKpbLI €€ NPUMEPHO MOCEPEIMHE U TTOKa3al APTéMY CTpa-
HUITY, Ha KOTOPOW ObUT HAPUCOBAH APAKOH. DTO ObLT HE OOBIU-
HBII PUCYHOK, a MOAPOOHAsi CXeMa ¢ OTMEUEHHBIMU Y4aCTKaMU
Tesa, TMHUSAMU Maruu 1 HeOOIbIIMMU NOANUCAMU. PsiioM cTosin
CTapblii TEKCT O JIPAaKOHbEM OTHE. APTEM MPOUMTAT HECKOJIBKO
CTPOK U MOHSIT, UTO IPAKOHBSI MArvsi CUMTAIIACH OTHOW U3 CaMbIX
ApeBHUX (opm BomedcTBa. OHa He 3aBKceNa OT 3aKJIMHAHUNA 1
He TpeOoBasia BOMIIEOHbIX MajovyeK Wiu apTedakToB. [[pakoHbl
HOCHJIH e€ BHYTpH ceOsl, KaK 9acTh COOCTBEHHOW TTPUPOJIBI.

— Ecnn marus 1eMcTBUTENIbHO PONaiaeT, — CKazasl ApTeM,
— 4r0 OyaeT ¢ ApakoHamMu?

["aBpusa 3aKpbUT KHUTY.

— Bort 310 TeGe 1 MpeacTOUT BHISICHUTb.

Ha cnenmytommii ienb Aptém coOpast mouToByio CyMKY. ITIMbir
HACTOSLJ1, YTO MOMAET BMECTE C HUM, XOTs ['aBpuiia cHavasia BO3-
pakaii. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CTapyK cormiacuics, Ho 3actaBul [IIMbl-
ra B3sITh C COOOH 3amacHble KapThl, KOMITIAC W CIICIIUAJIbHBIA Me-
IIOK IS THCEeM, KOTOpBIE HEeNb3sl ObLIO TOIBEPraTh BO3JICH-
CTBUIO APAKOHBETO OTHS. APTEM MPOBEPUJT BCE HECKOJIBKO pas,
1ocJie 4ero crnpsAran nucbMo VIckpuka BO BHYTPEHHMI KapMaH.
MarneHbKyI0 Yelyiiky OH TOXe B3sUI C COOOM, XOTsI He MOT 00b-
SICHUTD, 3a4eM. EMy mpocTo Ka3ajoch, 4TO OTIPaBUTENb MOJIO0-
’KWJI €€ B KOHBEPT HE CIIy4alHo.

Korna oHM BBIILIM U3 MOYTH, HA YJIULE YK€ HAUMHAIICS pac-
cBeT. Hebo Hajm kpelliaMu OBUTO CepbIM, HO JIAJICKO Ha CeBepe
MeXIy oOnaKkamMy BHIHENAch TOHKas KpacHas mosoca. [IMeir



3aMETUJI €€ TIEPBbIM U OCTAHOBUJICA. APTEM CITPOCHJI, YTO CIIy-
YWJIOCh, HO JJOMOBOM JOJITO CMOTPEJ HA CEBEP U TOJIBKO MOTOM
CKasaJl, YTO TAKOTO I[BeTa He JOJKHO OBITh Ha YTPEHHEM HeOe B
910 Bpemsi rofga. OHu 06a MOHUMAH, YTO KpacHas MoJIoca Mor-
JIa OKa3aThCsl OOBIYHBIM OTPAKEHUEM CBETA, OTHAKO MOCIIE BCETO
pousoIeaero AprTém yxe He BEpUJI B CiiydalHble getanu. OH
NIOIPaBWJI PEMEHb CYMKH, ITPOBEPHJT IMCHMO U MOLIEN 10 JOPO-
re.

['me-to maneko 3a necamu, ropaMu U OOJAYHBIM TIEPEBAJIOM
MaJICHbKUH JPAKOH KA1 OTBETA.

N noka Aptém 31oro en€ He 3Hall, B JIpakoHbUX ropax B 3TO
camoe yTpO BIEPBBIE 3a ThICSAUY JIET NIOraC OrOHb, KOTOPbI HU-
KOTJIa He JIOJKEH ObLT TACHYTh.



I'n1aBa 2. /loanHa 6e3 oras

Hopora 10 JIpakoHbMX rop 3aHsja 4eTbipe OHsA, XoT [ 'aBpu-
Jia yBepsi1 ApTéMa, UTO MPU XOPOIIer MOroJe €€ MOKHO IPONTH
3a Tpu. Ha BTOpOM IeHb 1oroga ucropruiiack, Ha Tpetui [IImeir
YMYAPUICS IOTEPSATH KOMIIAC, a K Be4epy YeTBEPTOro OHM OOHa-
PYXWIH, YTO LM [TOYTH BECh JEHB 110 CTApOW AOpOre, KoTopas
JABHO TepecTalla CUMTaThCs JOPOroi. ApTéM He CTajl Crpalliu-
BaTh, Kak uMeHHO IIIMbIr ymynpuics 3a0myanTbesi C KapTou B
pyKax, OTOMY YTO JIOMOBOM U 6€3 TOr0 HECKOJIBKO YacOB 00b-
SICHSUI, YTO KapTa OblIa HapucoBaHa HernpaBwibHO. K cyacTeio,
KOT'/Jla OHY MOJHSJIMCH Ha MOCJIEIHUI NIepeBal, BIIEpeJy MoKa3a-
Jce [IpakoHsu ropel, ¥ gaxe LIMbIr iepectan cnopurs ¢ Kap-
TOMU.

['opbl OKazanuch ropasfo Oosblie, yeM ApPTEM MpPeACTaB-
nsu1. VIX BepIImHbL yXOOuian B 00aka, HEKOTOpbIE CKaJIbl Ka3a-
JIMCh OTPOMHBIMH OAlTHSIMM, & MEXy HUMH TPOTSITUBAIICH Ka-
MEHHBIE MOCTBI, 110 KOTOPBIM MOIJIA CIIOKOWHO IMPOWTH Cpa3y
HECKOJIBKO APakoOHOB. Ha CKJIOHaX BUIHEUCH IIUPOKUE OTBEP-
CTHS IEILEP, a BO3JIE HEKOTOPBIX BXOIOB JIEKAJIM OTPOMHBIE IPy-
Ibl KAMHEW, KOTOpBIE, CY/Is TIO pa3Mepy, MOTITH OBITh TOJIBKO JIpa-
KOHbMMM THE3amMu. B BO31yXe 4yBCTBOBAJICA 3alax rOpPAYErO
KaMH$ U cepsl, a JaJIeKo BHU3Y Onecrtesia peka, KoTopasi U3BU-
BaJIACh MEXKAY I'OpaMH U UcUe3ajia 3a TEMHBIM YIIEIbeM. APTEM
OXMJ1aJ YBUJETh OTOHb, JAbIM U JIETALIMX HAJl JOJUHOM JIpaKo-



HOB, HO YeM OJIMKe OHU TIOIXOAWUIIH, TEM CUJIbHEE CTAHOBUJIOCH
OIIYIIEHHUE, YTO MECTO BBIIJISIAUT HEMPABUIIBHO.

[lepBoro apakoHa OHM YBHUJIENUA BO3JIE CTAPOrO KAMEHHOTO
MocTa. OH ObUT OIPOMHBIM, 3€JIEHBIM, C JJTMHHBIMU POTaMu U
KPbLUIbsIMHU, KOTOPbIE Ka3JIMCh IIIMPE CaMOro MocTa. J{pakoH cu-
JIeJT Ha KPalo CKaJbl ¥ CMOTPEJ BHU3, & TIepesi HUM CTosi1a O0JTb-
11asi KaMeHHas1 Jaia. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 IyOOKO BJOXHYII, pac-
MIPaBUJI KPbUIbSl U TOMBITAJICA BBIJOXHYTh OrOHb. M3 ero mactu
BBIPBAJICSI KOPOTKHIA KJTyO JIbIMa, KOTOPHIN TYT € paccesuics B
Bo3/yxe. [IpakoH OMISIHYJICS MO CTOPOHaM, CJIOBHO HaJlesuics,
YTO HMKTO ITOTO HE 3aMETHJI, 3aTeM KalllJISTHYJI U C/ieal B,
Oy/ATO CrienanbHO BhIMTYCTUI AbIM. IIIMbIr mocMoTpen Ha ApTé-
Ma M TUXO CKa3all, YTO €CIM JPAKOH HAYMHAET MPUTBOPATHCS,
YTO HE YMEET JbIIIATh OTHEM, 3HAYMT, Jiejia IEHCTBUTEINILHO TLI0-
XH.

UYepe3 HECKOJILKO MUHYT OHU BOIILIM B JOJIUHY. 3/1€Ch KUJIU
JECSITKU JPAKOHOB CaMbIX Pa3HbIX Pa3MEpPOB U IIBETOB, HO HU
OJIVH 13 HUX HE BHITJISZIEN TaK, Kak APTEM MpecTaBIisiI ceOe Ha-
CTOSIILIETO JIPaKOHa U3 CKa30K. HekoTopkle siexanu Bo3Jie neiep
Y TIOYTU HE JIBUTAIUCh, APYTHE MBITAIUCh Pa3kKeub KOCTPbl, HO
BMECTO IJTAMEHHU TOTy4aId TOIBKO Cc1aboe KpacHOBaTOe cBeve-
Hue. OAVH MaJIeHbKUI IPAKOH HECKOJIBKO Pa3 YMXHYJ, U KaxK-
JbIA pa3 U3 ero HO3APel BhUIETAIO 0ONAUKO Ceporo apiMa. Bos-
JIe HEero CTosijla MaTh U Jieaja BUj, YTO HUYero HeOOBIYHOTO He
MIPOKMCXOMNT, XOTSI [0 TOMY, KaK OHa CMOTpeJa Ha peOéHKa, Ap-
TEM TIOHSUT, YTO OHA OYEHb 00ECIIOKOEHA.



[IMpIr ocTaHOBMJICS BO3JIE KAMEHHOW IUIOIIAAKU U AOCTas
mriceMo Vckpuka. OH cripocuin y ONMMKadIero ApakoHa, Iie
MOXXHO HalTH OTIPABUTEJNSI, HO TOT JIMIIb MaxHYJ XBOCTOM B
CTOPOHY BEpXHEUN 4acTH I0JIMHBL. APTEM MOOIArofapui ero, rno-
cJie 4ero oHM nonu jansiie. [lo mopore oH 3ameTut eme of-
HY CTPAHHOCTb: Ha KAMHSIX BO3JIE HEKOTOPBIX MEIIep NOSBUINCH
TOHKHE cepeOpucThie MoIochkl. OHM ObUTY TTOXOXKH Ha LIAPAITUHBI,
TOJIBKO CJIMIIIKOM POBHBIE U OIMHAKOBBIE. APTEM MpHCe, YTOObI
paccMOTpeTh OHY U3 HUX, HO LIIMBIT cpa3y MmoTsiHyI ero 3a py-
KaB Y CKa3aJl, YTO HE CTOMT TPOIaTh HEU3BECTHBIE APAKOHBH ClIe-
JIbl pyKaMu. APTEM XOTeJT CIIPOCUTD, TTIOYEMY, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT
u3-3a OMMIKaMIIero KaMHsi pa3fascs royoc.

— Bsl noutasibon?

Aprtém noassn ronoBy. Ha kamHe cruaenn MajeHbKUM IPAKOH.
OH OBUT HACTOJIBKO HEOOJIBIIIUM, UTO CHaYaIa APTEM MPUHSLT €r0
3a KPYIHYIO sIepuily. Y Hero ObLIM KOPOTKUE KPbUIbsl, CIHUIII-
KOM OOJbIlIMe ISl €r0 Tejaa, TOHKUU XBOCT U HECKOJIBKO SIp-
KO-KPacHBIX YelllyeK Ha rpynu. Ha 10y BugHescs MaJleHbKUN
por, KOTOPBIA 3aMETHO 3arudajicsi B CTOPOHY. JIpakoH cMoTpen
Ha ApTéMa cepbE3HO, HO BBIPaXXEHHE €r0 MOP/Ibl IOPTUJIO TO, YTO
OJIHA W3 MEPeHUX Jiar OblIa MepeBsi3aHa KyCKOM CTapOil TKaHU.

— Tt Uckpuk?

— Jla.

OH noneITasics BCTaTh ¢ KAMHS, HO Jlalia 3aleNuiach 3a TKaHb,
U JIPAaKOH €[Ba HE CBAJIWJICS BHU3. ApPTEM ycren NmouMarh ero
3a XBOCT, IOCJIe Yero OCTOPOXKHO MOCTaBWJI 0OpaTHO. VICKpHK



HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]l MOJT4aJl, IBHO IBITasICh COXPAHUTh IOCTOMH-
CTBO, a IOTOM CKa3aJjl, YTO BCE 3TO MPOU3OILIO UCKJIOYUTEb-
HO M3-32 IJIOXOTO COCTOsTHUSI KamHs1. [IIMBIT OTBEepHYIICS, YTOObI
CKPBITh YJIBIOKY. APTEM CITPOCHJI, YTO CIIyYHJIOCH C €0 JIAIoH, 1
VICKpUK OTBETHII, UTO 9TO HEBAKHO, IOTOMY UTO [NIABHOE cerlvac
— Marus.

OH NOBEN MX B CTOPOHY Y3KOW TPOIIBI MEXKIY CKaJaMH.
ITo nopore Mckpuk pacckasplBaj, YTO B3pOCIbIE IPAKOHBI yke
HECKOJIBKO MECSALIEB MBITAIOTCA NOHATH IPUUUHY [TPOUCXOALIE-
ro. CHavyana OHM yMaJsli, 4yTO Marusi ocnadna u3-3a CTapoCTH
rop, NMOTOM PELIWJIM, YTO BUHOBAaTa MOJ3EMHAsl peKa, KOoTopas
IIPOXOIUT IOJ, JONMHOM. Heckonbko JpakoHOB Jaxe OTIpaBH-
JIMCh MCKaTh NMPUYMHY 3a IMpeJeslaMi rop, HO BEPHYJUCh HU C
yeM. [locre 3Toro craperinmHbl 3anpeTiIv MOJIOIBIM IPAaKOHAM
xonuTh K [lepBou nemepe, moTomy 4To cuuTaiy e€ onacHou. Mc-
KPHMK HE COMIACWJICSl C HUMU U HECKOJIBKO pa3 mpoOHpasiCcs Ty-
Jja CaMOCTOSITEJIBHO, [TO3TOMY U 3aMETHJI TO, YETO HE 3aMeyasiu
OCTaJIbHBIE.

— YTO UMEHHO Thl BUAEN? — Ccpocul ApTEM.

VICKpUK OCTaHOBWJICS BO3JIE BHICOKOM CKaJIbl.

— Bor ar0.

Ha xamue BumHeach ToHKas cepedpucrtas aunaust. OHa Hauu-
HaJlaCh BO3JIE 3€MJIY, TIOJIHUMAJIACh IO CTEHE U Ucye3aja B Tpe-
IIMHE MEXIY KaMHsAMU. APTEM HaKJIOHWIICS OJIMIKE, HO JIMHUS
B/PYT €[1Ba 3aMETHO JIPOTHYJIa, CJIOBHO N0 Hel MpoOeskasl CBET.
[IMBIT cKa3aJ1, 9TO paHbIlle HUYEro MOJOOHOTO 3/eCh He BUIETL.



WcKkpuK OTBETHII, UTO B3POCJIbIE TOKE HE BUAAT 3TOro. OH BUIUT
TaKue CJIeJIbl C TeX MOp, KaK HavaJl 3aMevarh NCUe3HOBEHUE COO-
CTBEHHOU Marum.

ApTEM crpocui, YTO OH yMeeT jienarh. VICKpuk nmocMotpent
Ha HEro C TaKUM BHUJIOM, OY/ITO TOT BOIPOC ObUT HETPUSATHBIM.

— Panb1ie s ymen 3axurarb OroHb.

— A cenyac?

— Ceityac MHOT/AA MOJTYYAETCS JIbIM.

OH r1yOOKO BIOXHYJI, MOAHSUT TOJIOBY M TIOTBITAJICS BBIJOX-
HyTb. VI3 macTu BeljleTeNla MajJieHbKasi CTPYHKa JIbIMa, MOCyIe Yero
VIckpuK 3aKaiuisics ¥ HECKOJIbKO CeKyH cuaen momya. [IImeir
CKazaJs, 4To JJisl MOJIOAOIO JIpaKOHa 3TO BCE PaBHO HEIIOXO,
HO VICKpuK cepauTo OTBETWII, YTO PaHblle MOT 3aKeUb LENYI0
cBedy. ApTEM CIpOCUJI, KOrJia OH 3aMETUJT TIepBble U3MEHEHU S,
U JPaKkoOH CKa3aj, 4TO CHavaja MpOCTO MepecTan YyBCTBOBATh
Teryio BHyTpu rpyau. Ilotom ero oronb cran cinadee, a yepe3
HECKOJIBKO HEJIENIb UCYe3 MOUTH MOJTHOCThI0. CaMoe CTpaHHOe 3a-
KJII0YAJI0Ch B TOM, YTO OAHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM OH HayaJl BUAETh
cepeOpHCThIe CIIC/TBI.

OnHu nponoykwIv uaATy no Tpone. ckpuk pacckasbiBa, 4To
MHOTIA CJIEIbl IOSIBJISIOTCS TIPSIMO TePeji HUM, a TIOTOM JABHKYT-
Cs1 IO KAMHSIM, CJIOBHO KTO-TO TSIHET TOHKYIO CBETSIIYIOCS] HUTh
yepe3 BCIo J0MHY. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MBITAICA UITH 32 HUMU,
HO Kax1bli pa3 Tepsi ciies Bo3iie [epoit nemepbl. O1Hak 16l OH
YBUJIEJ TaM CePeOPUCTBIN OTOHEK, KOTOPBIN TBUTAJICS TIO 3eMJIe
U rcue3an B KameHHoi Tperiune. Korga Mckpuk nomnbitascs mo-



CJIEIOBATh 3a HUM, U3 NELEPbl pa3JaJicsl TAKON CUIIbHBIN IPOXOT,
4TO OH Hcmyrascs u yoexkan. C Tex mop OH He 3aXOAWT BHYTPb,
HO IIPOJOJIkKasl HaOMIoaaTh 3a caeJaMy U3ajeKa.

K Beuepy Aprém u IlIMbIr NO3HAKOMWIUCH C HECKOJIbKUMU
crapmmmMu gpakoHamu. OHU BCTPETHIM MX BO3JIE OOJBINON Ka-
MEHHOM IUIOIIAKH, TJje COOUPAIIMCH CAMBIE CTAphIe KUTEH J0-
yvHbl. Cpeqy HUX ObUT OFPOMHBIA TEMHO-CHHUH JIPAKOH C Ce-
peopsaHbiMU poramu. OH nipencraBuiics CrapenmHoi Bapaom
Y BHUMATEJIBHO IMOCMOTpent Ha Aptéma. Ero ronoc ObuT HU3KUM
Y TSDKEIIBIM, a KaKJO0€ CJIOBO CJIOBHO OTPAXKAJIOCh OT CTEH OKPY-
*atomumx rop. Korna Aptém pacckaszait, 3aueM npuiien, Bapa ot-
BETWJI, 4YTO MpoliemMa IPakOHOB He KacaeTcsl JIOAe U JPYyrux
CKa304HbIX cymiecTB. OH cKa3aJ, 4To Marusl yxe Hauajia BO3Bpa-
IaTbCS, XOTS CaM B 3TO BpeMs HE CMOTI CO3JaTh J1a)Ke MAJICHb-
KOM UCKPBI.

ApTéM 3ameTus 3T0, HO IpoMoiyain. Bapa nmponomkun ro-
BOPUThH O TOM, YTO APAKOHBI JOJKHBI CAMOCTOSITEJIHO PEIIUTh
cBoM mpoOeMbl. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 TIOBTOPUJI, YTO BMEIIATE b~
CTBO IOYTHI TOJIBKO YCJIOKHUT CUTYALIMIO, a 3aTeM npukasai Hc-
KPUKY Jiepkarbcsl nogaisiie ot IlepBoi nemepsl. ManeHbkui
JIPAKOH CTOsUI PSIJIOM U CMOTPEJ B 3eMJTI0, OTHAKO APTEM 3aMe-
THWJI, KaK OH cxkaJl korty. Korga onu otonum ot crapeuivH, Mc-
KpPUK cKaszall, 4to Bapn Bper. ApTéM cpocui, oyeMy OH Tak
JYMAET, U JPAKOH OTBETUJI, YTO BUJIEN, KAK HOUBIO CTAPENIIIUHEI
XomAT K netepe. OHM MPUHOCAT TyAa OOJbIINE KAMEHHbBIE COCY-
I, @ YTPOM BO3BpAIAIOTCS yKe Oe3 HUX.



Imeir cripocuit, mouemy Mckpuk HUKOMY 00 3TOM He pac-
CKazal.

— PacckasbiBail.

— N ut0?

— Ckazanu, 4To MHE BCE IPUCHUIIOCH.

ApTEM MOCMOTpES HA MAJIEHBKOrO JPaKkOHAa W MOHSUI, 4YTO
MMEHHO MO3TOMY IMUChMO OKa3aJ0Ch Ha ero crojyie. MICKpuk He
MCKaJl CUJIbHEHINIETO JApakoHa WM BEeJUKOro BomeOHuka. OH
MCKaJl TOTO, KTO COITIACUTCS TMIOBEPUTH MY, KOTJa B3POCIIbIE Pe-
IIWIH, YTO MPOIIE Ha3BaTh €ro (paHTa3epoM. APTEM yke BUAECI
NoJIOOHOE paHbIlle ¥ 3HAJ, YTO UHOT/IA camMasi BakHast uH(opma-
151 IPUXOAUT OT TOTO, KOTO HUKTO HE BOCIIPUHUMAET BCEPBES.

Houblo oHu ycTpousrch B HEOOIBIIIONH Teliepe BO3jie HUkKHe-
ro Kpast goauHbL. [IIMBIT OBICTPO YCHYJI, 3aBEPHYBIINCH B CBOW
TJ1ail, a ApTéM eme JoIro CMOTPeS Ha MaJIeHbKUIM OrOHb, KOTO-
pblli OHU CMOIIM pa3keub OOBIYHBIM criocoOoM. VICKpuK Jiexan
y BXOJ1a ¥ HaOJTIo/1a71 32 IONIMHOM. B TeMHOTE IpakOHbYM rophl Ka-
3QJIMCh COBEPILIEHHO APYTUMU: OIPOMHBIE YEPHBIE CTEHBI OKPY-
KaJIM IOJIMHY, 4 B pEAKUX OKHAX TEIIep MepUaI TYCKJIbIE OTHU.
Aptém cripocuil, noueMy VICKpUK HE CIIUT, U TOT OTBETWUJI, YTO
HOYBIO cepeOpsiHbIE Clie/Ibl TIOSIBIISIOTCS Jallle.

Yepes HECKONBKO MUHYT OHU YBUJIEIIH NIEPBbIN.

ToHKasi CBETSIIAACA JIMHUSI BOBHUKJIA BO3JIE JAJbHEN CKAJIbI
¥ Me/IJIEHHO Tonosizia no 3emuie. OHa Oblia MOYTH MPO3PAYHOM,
HO B TEMHOTE €€ MOXHO ObLJIO 3aMeTHUTh. JIMHUS TpoIuia Mex 1y
KaMHSIMHU, IEPECEKJIA BBICOX UK Py4Yerd U HAITPaBUJIaCh BBEPX 10



CKJIOHY. APTEM MOAHSICS, a CJIe/l CIOBHO MTOYYBCTBOBAJI JIBUKE-
HUe U ycKopuiics. VICKpUK BCKOYUIT PSIIOM C HUM.

— Bor oHa.

CepeOpucThiil criesr ABUTracs: Bc€ ObICTpee, MoKa He TOCTHUT
BBICOKOU CKaJibl. TaM OH mpeBpaTHiIics B MaJICHbKUI CBETAIIUICS
OTOHEK, KOTOPBIY HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/ IIaBaJI HaJl 36MJIEH, A 3aTEM
pe3Ko pBaHy B cropoHy Ilepoii nerepsl. Vickpuk Opocuics 3a
HUM, U AptéM nobexan cnegom. LIMbIr mpocHyncs OT 1yma,
CXBATWJI CYMKY Y MOCHEIIN CJIeIOM, pyrasich Ha TO, YTO HUKTO
HE MPeAyNpeansI Er0 O HOYHOU MTPOTYJIKE.

Oronék ncue3 Bo3je TEMHOro Bxoza B neuiepy. Mickpuk ocra-
HOBUJICSA NIepeji HUM. APTEM MOJOIIEN OJvKe U yBUIE Ha KaMHe
TOT K€ 3HAK, KOTOPBIM ObUT HAa MHChbMeE. YeThIpe TOHKUE JIMHUH,
cxopasyecs B OqHOM TOUKe. TobKO Terepb BHYTPU 3HAKA rOpelt
cnaOblil cepeOpsiHbIi cBeT. VICKpuK mocMoTpest Ha ApTéma.

— 1 roBopu TEOE.

ApTéM J1ocTan u3 KapMaHa nmucbMo. Yenryika BHYTPU KOH-
BepTa cTajna Teroi. [ne-to riyOoKo mop 3eMIIEN pa3iaics Iry-
XOM yaap, MOXOXMUM Ha Janeékui yaap cepaua. M mocie Hero us
nielepsbl MOTSHYJICA TOHKUN cepeOpsiHbIi JIyy.



I'naBa 3. Uckpux

YTpoMm oT cepeOpsiHOro Jiyda He OCTaloCch HUYEro. Aprém
IIPOCHYJICA €€ JO PACCBETA, BBILLIEN U3 MENIEPBl U I0JIT0 CMOT-
peJl Ha KaMeHb, BO3JIE KOTOPOI'O HOYBI MCUYE3 OTOHEK, HO IIO-
BEPXHOCTH OblJ1a coBepilieHHO 0ObIvHOI. Hu cepedpsiHoro ciena,
HM CBETALIENCS NIbUIM, HU JJa)Ke MAJIEHbKOW TPELIVHBI, KOTOpas
MorJia Obl OOBSICHUTH CTPAHHOE CBEYeHHe, He OCTaioch. [IImbIr
HECKOJIBKO MUHYT I10JI3aJ1 BOKPYTI' KaMHS Ha Y€TBEPEHbKAX, I10-
TOM BBINIPSMUJICS, BBITEP JIAAOHU O IUIAI U 3asBUJI, YTO €CIIU
KTO-HUOY/Ib CIIPOCUT, TO HOUBIO OHU BOOOIIE HUKY/IA HE XOIMIIH.
Wckpuk crosin paaoM U cMoTpen Ha Bxoql B IlepByio nemepy, He
oOpariiasi BHUMaHUS Ha cjioBa JIoMoBoro. [lo ero yuiyy Aprém
HOHSLJI, YTO MAJICHbKUI JIPAKOH HE COOMpAaeTCsl COrJIallaThes ¢
TEM, YTO BCE UCYEBIIO.

Vckpuk mogomeENn K KaMHIO M OCTOPOXKHO IPOBEN KOTTEM 10
noBepxHOCTH. OH HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ, MOJI4al, IMOTOM CKa3all,
YTO CJIe]] IeUCTBUTENIBHO ObLT 3/1€Ch. APTEM OTBETHMII, UTO BUJIEI
ero coOCTBEHHBIMHU IJ1a3aMHU, N03TOMY VICKpuKY HeoOs13aTe/IbHO
yOeKIaTh ero B 04eBUAHOM. [IpakoH MOCMOTpEI Ha HEro U CIpo-
CWJI, IOYEMY TOTZA B3POCIIbIE HUKOTIA EMY HE BEPAT. APTEM He
HAILEN TOAXOSAIIEr0 OTBETa, NOTOMY YTO MTOHKMMAJ: B3POCIIbIE
YacTo MEPecTaloT CIyLIaTh peOEHKA HE IOTOMY, YTO TOT TOBOPUT
HEIpaBjy, a MOTOMY, YTO UM IPOIIE CYATATH €r0 OMIMOAIOIINM-
cd. IIIMBIr TEM BpEMEHEM CHOBA IPUCEST BO3JIE KAMHS U CKa3aJl,



YTO €My ropaszio OoJbllle HPaBUTCSI BEPCHS, COJIACHO KOTOPOM
cepeOpsIHBII Clie]] IeUCTBUTENBHO CYIIIECTBYET M OHU Celvac CTO-
ST PSIZIOM C YEM-TO OUEHb HETPUSATHBIM.

Korga oHu BEpHY/INCH B JOJIMHY, IPAKOHBI YK€ TPOCHYJIUC.
Ha rnaBHO# 110111a/1K€ HECKOJIBKO B3POCIIBIX MBITAINCH Pa3kedb
OIPOMHYIO KAMEHHYIO Yallly, B KOTOPOH paHblle, Cy/s M0 BCEMY,
MOCTOSTHHO ropes1 orodb. OJIMH JpakoOH BbIAOXHYJI B HEE€ Iuiams,
HO BMECTO OTHSI U3 €r0 IaCTH BBIIUIO TOJBKO HECKOJIBKO Kpac-
HBIX UCKp. VICKpBI ynanau Ha KaMeHb U noraciu. [Ipyroi 1pakoH
NonpoOOBaJl CHOBA, 3aTeéM TPETHM, HO Pe3yJIbTaT OKa3aJCs Ta-
KUM ke. HUKTO He cMesiyics M He fenall BUJl, YTO BCE HOpMaJib-
HO. [la’ke MajieHbKME JPaKOHbI, KOTOPbIE OOBIYHO Oeraiu Mexay
B3POC/IBIMU U MBITAIUCH TIOBTOPATh MX JIBUKEHUS, TETIEPh CTOSA-
71 B CTOPOHE ¥ MOTYa HAOJIOAITH.

Wckpuk ocraHoBuica pagoM ¢ AprémoMm. OH cMOTpes Ha
CTapIIuX JPaKOHOB, HO He MpUOMMKajIca. ApTEM cpocuil, Ho-
YeMy OH He XOYeT MOJOMTH, U VICKpUK OTBETHII, UTO eMy 3aripe-
IIEHO BMEIMBAThCS B UCHIBITaHUs B3pocibix. [lotom oH goba-
BUJI, UTO paHbIIe eMy TOXe pa3peniaiyd MpodoBaTh, HO MOCIE TO-
0, KaK OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 HE CMOI' CO3JaTh OTOHb, CTapIINe Te-
pecranu npuriamarh ero. Mickpuk roBopui 06 3ToM CHOKOMHO,
OIHAKO APTEM 3aMeTHJ1, KaK IPAKOH HECKOJIbKO Pa3 CKaJl KOI'TH,
a 3aTeM CIIpsITaj MepeHIoN Jiany 3a cnuHy. OH CripocuJi, Korjaa
VIckpuk BriepBbl€ NOHSAJ, YTO C HUM YTO-TO HE TaK, ¥ TOT JIOJITO
CMOTpEJI Ha yaily, pexae YeM OTBETUTb.

OH pomwicst B OOJIBITION ceMbe, I7Ie TIOUTH BCE JIPAKOHBI Obl-



T KpymHee ero. [IBa ero crapmmx OpaTta Hay4YMJIUCh JIETaTh e
JI0 TOTO, KaK Y Hero MosiBUJIMCh MEePBble HACTOSIINE KPbLIbs, a
CEecTpa ymeJia pa3orpeBarb KAMHU OIHUM JibIxaHueMm. Ponutenu
JOJITO TOBOPWJIM, UTO VICKpUK MpPOCTO pa3BUBAETCS MEIJIEHHEE
OCTaJIbHBIX, HO BPEMsI 1110, & OH BCE €I1IE HEe MOT TIOAHSITbCS Bbl-
1Ie HECKOJIbKMX MeTpoB. Korga apyrue Mosnoasie JpakoHbl Tpe-
HUPOBAJIMCh Ha CKJIOHAX, OH OCTaBaJICS BHU3Y W HAOMIOAa 3a
HUMU. OJHAX/Ibl OH TaK JOJTO MbITAJICS B3JIETETh, YTO COPBAJICS
C yCTyIa U NPOBATWJICS B KYCTBhI, IIOCJIE YEro TPU AHS XOAUJ C
nepeBsI3aHHBIM XBOCTOM. VIMEHHO MocIie 3TOro crapiime gpako-
HBI PEIIWIU, YTO eMy HYKHO TIepecTaTh pUCKOBATh.

— A oronb? — cripocusi ApTéMm.

— C orHéM ObLIO erIg XyKe.

WckpuK OmycTWJI TOJIOBY W MPU3HAJICS, YTO KOT/A BIIEPBbIE
TIOTIBITAJICSA BBIJOXHYTh TUIAMsI, Y HETO MOJYyYUJIOCh TOJIBKO Ma-
JIeHbKOe TEII0e 001a4Ko. PouTesnu noxBayiwim ero, HoToMy 4To
IUISl TIEPBOTO Pasza 3TOro ObLJIO JOCTATOYHO, HO TOTOM JIpyrHe
JPaKOHBI HAYAJIM TIOKA3bIBaTh CBOU CITOCOOHOCTH, U VICKpHK BCE
yaile cpaBHUBaJ ce0s1 ¢ HUMu. Yepes roji ero oroHb CTajl HEMHO-
ro cUjIbHEE, a 3aTeM Hadyasl ucuesatb. CHavyajla OH MOI' 3aKeub
CYXYIO TPaBUHKY, IIOTOM TOJIbKO YTOJIEK, IOTOM CBEUY YAABAJIOCh
3aKe4b JIMIIb MHOTAA. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB HE OCTAJIOCH JAAKE ITOrO.
B ToT xe nepuon Mckpuk BriepBbie YBUAET cepeOpsSHBIN Clie/.

OH pacckasaii, 4To MPOU30IILIO 3TO BO3JIE CTAPOroO THE3/1A €T0
cembu. HOubl0 OH IIPOCHYJICSI OT XOJIOAA U BBILLEN HAPYKY, 1Iy-
Masi, YTO KTO-TO OTKpPbUI BXO[ B nemiepy. Ha 3emiie nepen Hum



MOSIBUJIACH TOHKas cBeTAmascs JMHuA. OHa 1uia OT ero Jarmsl K
CTEeHe, IOTOM IMOTHMMAJIaCh BBEPX U Ucye3aia B KamHe. Mckpuk
PELINIL, YTO 3TO CJIe]l KAKOrO-TO CYIIECTBA, U MOMIEN 32 HUM. JIu-
HUs TIPYMBEJIa €ro K CTapo TpEIIMHE, OTKYJa TAHYJIO XOJIOJOM.
Korga oH mpuKocHyJCS K KaMHIO, CepeOpHCTBI CBET HUcYue3, a
BMECTE C HUM Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I MCUE3JI0 OLIYIIECHHE TeIlla
B rpyau. YTpoMm VICKpuK OOHapyXuil, YTO €ro OroHb CTal eime
crnadee.

CHauasna oH HUKOMY HUYero He ckazaj. [lorom yBuaen takoit
JKe CJIef] BO3JIE IPYroro ApaKOHbEro rHe3a. 3aTeM BO3JIe Ky3HHU-
upl. [Totom Bo3zsne [lepoit nemepel. OH HavaJl 3aMUCHIBATh Me-
CTa, e MOSIBISUIUCh cepeOpsiHble JTUHUM, U 3aMETUI, YTO OHU
MIOCTENEHHO CKJIA/IBIBAIOTCS B OMH OOJIBITION MapiipyT. Bee onn
JIBUTAJIUCh B CTOPOHY I'OPBI, 4 3aT€M MCYE3aJI1 BO3JIE MMOA3EMHBIX
ToHHeseu. VICKpHK nokazan ApTéMy CBOM 3aIUCH, KOTOPBIE Xpa-
HWI B HEOOJTBIIION KOJKaHOW CyMKe. BHYTpU J1ekanu IeCATKY Ky-
COYKOB OyMaru, Ha KOTOPBIX ObLJI HAPUCOBAHBI JIMHUU, CTPEIIKU
Y HepOBHBIE cXeMbl. HeKoTopbie 3arvcu ObUTH ClIENIaHbl COBCEM
HE/IAaBHO, IPYTUe 1aTUPOBAIMCh HECKOJIILKMMU MECSIIIaMU Ha3a/l.

AptéM paznoxus OyMaru Ha KaMHe U MOMbITAJICS COETUHUTh
OTHEJIbHBIE PUCYHKH. Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT IEpPe]l HUMH T0-
SIBIJIACh TPUMEpHAsi KapTta HrkHed vyactu jonuHbl. Cepebpsi-
HbIE CJIe]IbI IEHCTBUTEIFHO OOPa30BBIBAIN CETh, KOTOPAs CXO/IM-
nack Bo3ie IlepBoii nemepsl. OgHAKO OHA JUMHMSA OTJIMYAJIach
OT ocTayibHbIX. OHa HAYMHAJIACh JAJIEKO 3a MpPeaesiaMu JTOJIUHBI
Y 3aKAaHYMBAJIACh BO3JIE CTAPOM KY3HHMIIBI. APTEM CIPOCHUII, MO-



yemy VICKpUK HUKOT/Ia He TOBOPWII 00 9TOM cliefie, U APAKOH OT-
BETWJI, YTO CHaYasa JyMail, OyATO HAPUCOBAJI €70 HETPABUIIBHO.
OH HECKOJIbKO pa3 MPOBEPsLT MECTO, HO TaM HUYETrO HE HAXOIHII.

[IMbIr B35 KapTy W JOJITO paccMaTpuBal e€. 3ateM ykaszal
Ha TiepeceveHue JIByX JIMHUIA U CKa3all, YTO OHO HAXOAUTCS Psi-
JIOM C 3a0pOINEHHON Ky3HUIIEH. APTEM CIIPOCHJI, TIOYEMY 3TO
Ba)KHO, ¥ JIOMOBOW OOBSICHUJI, YTO KY3HHIIbI JABHO HUKTO HE UC-
NOJIb3YET, MOTOMY UYTO JPAKOHAM OOJIbIIIE HEUEM pa3Kurarhb CTa-
pbie ieun. Eciu cepeOpsiHbie cliefibl IeHCTBUTENLHO TPOXOISAT
yepes He€, 3HAYUT, KTO-TO MOT' UCIIOIb30BATh 3TO MECTO COBCEM
HenaBHO. VICKpUK cpa3y IpeyiokKuil OTIPaBUTHCS Tyaa, HO Ap-
TEM pellnI CHaYala CIpoCcUTh paspellenus y crapimux. [HImbir
TSDKEJIO B3IOXHYJI M CKa3ajl, 4To IMOCJe MX HOYHOTO TMOXO1a B
[Mepyto memiepy AaTh pa3peiieHrst ObLIO, BEPOSITHO, CIUIIIKOM
ONTUMHUCTUYHOU 3aTeeu.

OHM BCE-TakM MOUUIM K Ky3HHIIE. 3/1aHMe OKa3alaoch CIpsi-
TaHO MEXIY JIByMsI CKaJlaM{ ¥ TOYTH TOJHOCTBIO 3apOCiIO CY-
XM MXOM. Bosbiniasi kaMeHHast Beph ObUIa OTKPHITA, & BHYTPH
NaxJIO MbUIbIO M CTAphIM METAJJIOM. BJI0JIb CTEH CTOSUIN OrpoM-
Hble HAKOBAJIbHU, MPeTHa3HAYEeHHbIE IS TPAKOHOB, a HAJl KaX-
JIOM BUCEJIA MHCTPYMEHTBI, KOTOPBIMU HUKTO JIaBHO HE TIOJIb30-
Basicsi. VICKpUK yBepeHHO MpOIIEN K AajbHEl CTEHe U MOoKas3all
Ha YeThIpe OOMBIINX KaMeHHbIX cocya. OHM ObUTA TIOYTH TaKO-
ro ke pa3zmepa, Kak O0UKH, TOJIbKO C/IeJIaHbl U3 TEMHOTO Marte-
puaa, KOTOpHId He HAIIOMUHAJ HU KaMeHb, HU METaJLII.

— Bort ati npunocum k IlepBou nemepe, — ckas3ai oH.



Ha nHe mepBoro cocyna Jiexana cepeOpucTasi mbuib. ApTEM
OCTOpPOXKHO HAKJIOHWJICSI W YBHJEJ, YTO OTIEJIbHBIE YaCTHULIBI
cierka cBeTaTcs. HHIMbIr npeayioku HUYero He Tporarb, Ho Ap-
TEM 3aMETWJI Ha CTEHKE COCY[a 3HAKOMBIE YEThIpE JIMHUU, CXO-
Jsimecs: B oHou Touke. OH cpa3y BCIIOMHWII 3HAK HA MUChMeE
Hckpuka. [Totom ero B3risag nepemMecTuics HAxXe, U OH YBUJIEI
ele OJUH PUCYHOK.

JlBepb BHYTpH ABEPU. APTEM MOUYBCTBOBAJI HEMPUSATHBIN XO-
JIOl, XOTSI B Ky3HHIIE ObLJIO JIOBOJIBHO TETLIO.

— To1 3Haemb 10T 3HaK? — cnpocui VICKpuK.

Aprtém orBetun He cpady. OH BCIIOMHUI cTrapylo ¢oTorpa-
(uto U3 nepBoli KHUTH, cepeOPSHYI0 JBEPh U CJIOBA, KOTOPbIE
MOSIBUJIMCh HA CTEHE MIEPEJ] CAaMbIM BO3BpallleHueM B ApxuB. To-
I71a OH eI, YTO ITO MOXKET ObITh CBS3aHO C HOBHIM MHUPOM,
HO Tenepb 3HAK MOSABWJICSH 31€Ch, JAJEKO OT MOYTHl U ApXUBA.
[Tonmyyasnoce, 4YTO UCTOPUSA HayaJach ropasjlo PaHbIIE, YeM OH
ayman. ApTéM He CTall pacckasbiBaTh VICKpUKY BCE, YTO 3HaI,
IIOTOMY 4TO IIOKa CaM He MOHMMAJI, HACKOJIBKO JAJ€KO MOXKET
TSIHYTbCSI 9T CBS3b.

B ky3nuity Bomen Bapa. CrapeiinyHa ocTaHOBWICSA y IBEPU
Y HECKOJIbKO CEKYHJ MOJlYa CMOTpPEJl Ha HUX. APTEM BIIEPBbIC
YBUJIEN HA €TI0 JIMLIE HE Pa3IpakeHne, a HACTOAIMM cTpax. Bapa
OBICTPO MOJOIIEN K COCYaM, HAaKpbUI MEPBBIN KPBIIIKON U CKa-
31, YTO JETAM 3allpelieHO HAaXOOUThCA 371eCh. VICKpUK MOIIBI-
TaJICS BO3PA3UTh, HO CTapEMIIIMHA PE3KO MPUKa3al €My 3aMOJ-
yarb. APTEM CIPOCUJI, YTO HAXOOUTCS BHYTPU COCYAOB, OOHAKO



Bapn oTBeTuI1, 4TO 3TO CTapble MaTepHalibl, OCTABIIMECS OCHIE
pabOThI KY3HHIIBI.

— Torpga noueMy oHM cBETATCA?

Bapn nocmorpen Ha Hero.

— HekoTopble KaMHM COXPaHSIOT TEILIO.

— OTH HE COXPaHAIOT TEILIO.

CrapeitiiHa HU4Yero He ckaszait. [IIMbIr ocTOpokHO yKa3ai Ha
cepeOpsAHYIO IbUTb.

— 9710 Beb HE KaMeHb?

Bapz pe3ko noBepHyJICSA K HEMY M OTBETHJI, UTO UM CJIEIyeT
yUATH. APTEM TOHSI, YTO CTapeHINiHA 3HaeT ropaso Ooblle,
YeM I'OBOPUJI BUEPA, U MOMBITAJICS 3a/1aTh €ILE OIMH BOIIPOC, HO
Bapn yxe He ciayman. OH npukasan ICKpuKy BEpHYTBCS K CEMbE
¥ TIPUTPO3WII, YTO €CJIM TOT CHOBa mpubmmsutces K [lepoii me-
1Iepe, ero caMoro OTIPaBAT B HWKHIOK YacTh JOJMHBI, IJI€ MO-
JIoIbIe IPAaKOHBI OOBIYHO MPOXOAAT 0OyueHue. Mckpuk He uciy-
rajics, HO 3aMoJ4aJl.

Beuepom oHu BepHy/mMch B cBOIO newiepy. IIMbIr noiro Bo-
poyaiics, a ApTEM CHJIEN BO3JIE BXOJA U CMOTpPEJI Ha OTHU JJOJIH-
Hbl. VICKpUK JIexkan HEeNojasa€Ky, CBEpHYBILUCH KOJIBLOM, U Je-
JIajl BUJL, YTO CIUT. Yepes HEKOTOpoe BpeEMs OH TUXO CKa3aJl, 4To
Bapn 6outcs He [epBoii nemepsl. ApTEM CIIPOCHIT, YeTO UMEHHO
OH OouTcst, Ho VICKpHK OTBETWJI, 4TO He 3HaeT. OH TOJIbKO BUJIEN,
KaK CTapeMIIMHA HECKOJIBKO Pa3 XOAWI K CTapOMy TYHHENO U
KaXIbli pa3 BO3BpAILAICS OTTY/a ellE Oosee BCTPEBOKEHHBIM.

— 3HauuT, 3aBTpa MOUAEM Tyda, — CKazasl APTEM.



Vckpuk NOAHAT rojoBy.

— To1 cornacen?

— 4 nouTanboH.

— W uro?

— Ecau nuceMo MpuBesio MEHs Ciofla, 3HAYMT, s JIOJIKEH
y3HATh, [IOYEMY.

[ImMpIr ¢ ApPYroro KOHIA Memiepbl HEIOBOJIBHO MPOOOPMO-
TaJl, YTO Korjua ApTEM roBOPUT 3Ty (ppazy, OObIYHO HAUMHAIOTCS
HENPUATHOCTU. APTEM XOTEJ OTBETUTb, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT €0
MOYTOBAasi CyMKa cama coOo¥ 3areBeiack. OH MOIOMEN K Her
Y yBUJIe] BHYTPH HOBBII KOHBepT. Bymara Oblia Oeoi, redaThb
— OOBIYHOM, a UM TIoTyyaTtessi ObLIO HAMCAHO ero COOCTBEH-
HBIM [IOYEPKOM.

Aptém gocran nmucemo. Ha konBepre crosio:

APTEMY KOBAJIEBY.

OTITIPABUTEJIb: UCKPHUK.

W Hmke Obl1a yKa3aHa JiaTa.

3ABTPA.

Wckpuk nopomen onuxe.

— 4 sToro He nucai.

Aptém niepeBepHy1 KoHBepT. Ha 0OpaTHOi CTOpOHE TOSIBU-
JIach HOBas CTPOKa. YepHuIia MeIJICHHO MPOCTYIIIIN Ha Oymare,
OyATO HeBUMMAS PyKa MHUcajia UX MPsSMO ceilvac.

«HE TIO3BOJISI NCKPUKY BOWTHU B MEPBYIO
HNEIIEPY ».

Heckonbko cekyH/1 HUKTO He TPOM3HOCUI HU CJioBa. VICKpuK



CMOTpeJI Ha COOCTBEHHOE MM, a IOTOM Ha ApTEéMa, M B €ro IJ1a-
3ax BIEPBbIC NMOABWICA HactosAmmy crpax. HIMbir nonHsica ¢
110712 ¥ MIOJIOILEN K HUM, OCTOPOXHO B351J1 IMChMO 3a Kpau U Mpo-
BepuJI Aaty ee pa3. OHa He U3MEHWIIACh.

3atem u3 riryOouHbI [[pakoHbrX Top AOHECCA MITYXOH 3BYK, TO-
XOKMH Ha yIap OorpoMHoro cepaua. VICKpuk mocMoTpest B CTo-
pony IlepBoy nemepsl.

— 3aBTpa, 3HaYuT?

APpTEM CKaJl MUCbMO B PYKE.

— 3aBTpa.



I'naBa 4. Cjieabl Ha KaMHe

Y1po Hauanock ¢ Toro, yto IIIMbir moTpedoBa cxeub MUChMO
U3 3aBTpalHero qHs1. OH CTOsul ocpeay Neuepsl, Iepkall KOH-
BEPT IBYM IAJIBLAMHU M CMOTPEN Ha HErO C TAKUM IOJO3PEHU-
em, OyaTo Oymara MorJia B JIIoOyI0 CEKyHAY YKYCUTb €0 3a PyKY.
APpTEM cujien Bo3Jie BXOAA U MBITAJICA MOHATh, KAK MOKHO YHHU-
YTOXXUTh MUCHMO, KOTOPOE YK€ CYHIECTBYET, €CJIM OHO el He
JOJDKHO OBLIO CYITIeCTBOBaTh. VICKpUK XOIWJI TTO KPYTY U BpeMs
OT BpEMEHM TOJISI/IbIBAT HA KOHBEPT, CJIOBHO HA/IESUICS YBUJIETh
Ha HEM oTBeT. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB ApTéM 3a0pat nuchMo y I1Imbira
U CIIPATAJl €r0 B OTJEJIbHBIN KapMaH MOYTOBOUM CYMKH, PEIlUB,
YTO YHUYTOXaTh HEM3BECTHYIO BEIllb TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO OHA
KaKeTCsl OTacHOM, OH OoJibllie He Oy/eT.

Wckpuk BCIo HOYb MOYTH He criajil. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MPOChI-
TIAJICS ¥ BBIXOIWJI U3 TIETEepbl, YTOOBI poBeputh [lepByio nere-
Py, HO KaX/JIpI{ pa3 BO3Bpallaycs Moiiya. Ternepb OH CTOSUT BO3-
Jie BBIXOJIa ¥ CMOTPEJ Ha TOpbl, HaJ, KOTOPHIMUA MEJJIEHHO TOJI-
HUMAJIOCh CONHIIE. Bueparinuii cepeOpsiHbIi JIyd Ucyes3, OTHAKO
MaJIeHbKUI JPAKOH yTBEP:KAAJ, YTO 9TO HUYEro He 3HauuT. [1o
€ro CJI0BaM, CJIeJbl HUKOrJa He OCTaBaJICh HA OJHOM MECTE Ha-
JOJITO, TTOTOMY YTO Marvsi OCTOSIHHO JIBUraJlach. APTEM CITpO-
CHJI, Kya OHa ABM:KeTcs, U VICKpUK OTBETWII, YTO PaHbIlle HE MOT
MOHSITh 3TOTO, & TeNepb 3HAET TOJILKO OHO: BCE CJIE/Ibl KY/Ia-TO
yxonAT. OHM HUKOT/Ia He BO3BPAIIAIOTCSI OOPaTHO.



[lepBbIM A€7I0M OHU PEIIMIM CHOBA OCMOTPETh CTAPYIO KY3-
Hully. ApTéM He xoten uath K [lepBon nemepe, noka He MOHU-
MaJi, YTO UMEHHO OHU TaM uIIyT, a [IIMeIr mogaepxai ero, 3a-
SIBUB, YTO JIIOOO pa3yMHBII YeIOBeK CHavajia coorpaeT nH(Op-
MaIIMIo, a ye IMOTOM JIE3eT B MECTO, U3 KOTOPOTO HOYBIO JIOHO-
cATCS 3BYKH, TIOXOXHe Ha cepineOunenue. VICKpuk He Criopw,
XOTsI OBUIO BUJHO, YTO €MY XOTEJIOCh OTIPABUTHLCS TIPSIMO K TO-
pe. OHu NpOIILTY Yepe3 HUKHIOK YacThb I0JIMHBI M BCKOPE OKa3a-
JIMCh BO3JIe 3a0pOITIeHHOM Ky3HHMIIBL. JIHEM OHa BHIIJIsAEINA eIé
CTapiie, Y4eM BEeYepoM, a MEXy KaMHSIMU BO3JIE BXOAA BBIPOCIIA
TpaBa, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE BITANTHIBAJ FOJAMH.

BHyTpu BCE ocTasnioch Tak, Kak OHU OCTaBWJIM HakaHyHe. Ka-
MEHHbIE COCY/Ibl CTOSUIM BJIOJIb CTEHBI, TOJIBKO TENEpb Ha MOy
BOKPYT HUX TMOSIBWJINCH TOHKUE cepeOprcThie TMHUA. OHU HAYM-
HAJIKCh BO3JIE OJIHOTO COCY/A, MEPECeKaIN KaMEHHbIE TUIUThI U
YXOIWJIM TIOf] HAaKOBIbHIO. VICKpUK MOoImEn Onvxke M cKasza,
YTO BUJIUT UX FOPa3/Io Jiyyllle, YeM Buepa. ApTéM TOKE CMOT 3a-
METUTH cJladoe CBeYEeHHUe, HO ISl HeTO OHO BBITJISIZIENIO TIPEpPhI-
BUCTBIM, CJIOBHO KTO-TO PUCOBAJ JIMHUIO HEBUAMMbBIMU YEPHU-
JlaMU ¥ ycrieBasl 3aKOHYUTh TOJIBKO OTAeIbHbIE ydacTKU. [IImMbIr
JOCTAJl U3 CYMKHU MaJIEHbKOE 3€PKaJjIo U MOIMBITAJICA TOCMOTPETh
Ha cyie1 uepe3 orpakenue. K ero ynuBiieHno, B 3epkaie cepeo-
psHast JTUHUS ObL1a TOpasJio spue.

APpTEM CrIpoCcuIl, YTO 3TO O3Ha4aeT, HO [IIMBIT TOIBKO TMOKa
mwiedamu. OH CKasall, YTO Marus peiko BeAET ceOsl OIMHAKO-
BO TIPH MPSIMOM B3TJISIZIE ¥ B OTPAKEHUH, a 3aTeM JI00ABII, YTO



9TO 3HAHUE €My OJHAK/bl pacCKa3blBajla CTapasi BOIsIHASI BE/b-
Ma, KOTOpasi MOTJIa BUIETh COOCTBEHHOE OTpakeHHe Aaxe B 3a-
KPBbITOM OKHE. APTEM He CTaJl yTOUYHSITh, 3a4€M BOJSIHOM BEJIbMe
NOHAI00MI0Ch Takoe yMeHue. Bmecto storo oH nonpocun Mc-
KpHKa I0Ka3arh, KyJa BEIET camas spKas JMHUA. [[pakoH BHU-
MaTesIbHO TIOCMOTPEI Ha IO, 3aTEM ITPOLIET HECKOJIBKO I11aroB
BJIOJTb CTEHBI M OCTAHOBWJICSI BO3JIe OOJIBIIION KaMEHHOM TUIUATHI.

— 31eck.

[TnwTta BBITISAAETA COBEPIIEHHO OOBIYHOM. APTEM MOMpPoOo-
BAJI CABUHYTH €€, HO KaMEHb JJaXke He eJoxHycs. VICKpuk cka-
3aJ1, 4TO BUEpa IMOJ Hell HUYEro He ObUIO, OMHAKO CETOHS Ce-
peOpsiHast JIMHUS Ucue3asia MpsIMO B HEOOJIBIIYIO TPEIMHY MeX-
oy rntor U creHoil. LIMbIr 1oaro ocMarpuBai MECTO, TOTOM
JOCTaJl U3 KapMaHa CTapblid METAJUTMYECKUN KPIOYOK U BCTABUII
€ero B TpemuHy. KaMeHb HeOK1IaHHO OAAICS B CTOPOHY, U MO
HUM OOHApYKUJICS Y3KUH MPOXO].

W3 TeMHOTBI OTSAHYJIO X0JI0AOM. APTEM NocBeTHI (hOHAPEM
BHU3. CTyNEHM YXOAMJIM MOJ 3€MJII0 M MCUE3AIM IIPUMEPHO 4Ye-
pe3 ABajlaTh METPOB, TA€ HAYUHAJICS JIMHHBIA KaMEHHBIN KO-
punop. Ha crenax BuaHENUCh crapble Clie/ibl UHCTPYMEHTOB, a
MEXAy KaMHSIMU TTPOOUBAIUCH TOHKKME KOpHU. VICKpHK cKaza,
YTO HUKOT/Ia HE BUJIEJN TOT MPOXOJL, XOTSI HECKOJIBKO pa3 MPHUXO0-
Jui B Ky3HUILy. [IIMbIr OTBETHII, YTO €CIM MTPOXOJL TaK XOPOIIO
CMIpsITaH, 3HAYUT, €ro JUOO CIEelUaIbHO CKPbUIU, TUOO OH IO-
SIBUJICSI COBCEM HeJaBHO. APTEM IMOCMOTPEI Ha MMCbMO B CBOEH
CYMKe ¥ TIOyMaJl, U4TO TOCJIe TOSBICHNS THChMa 13 OyayIiero



CJIOBO «HEAABHO» MEPECTAIO UMETH JJIS1 HETO NPUBBIYHOE 3HA-
YEHHE.

Onu cnyctwiuch BHM3. YeMm IiiyOxe CTaHOBUJICSI TyHHEJIb,
TEM XOJIOAHEE JIEAIICA BO3AYX, XOTA C IOBEPXHOCTU U3 JOJIU-
HBI TIOCTOSIHHO TOHOCHJICS 3amax ropsiyero kamusi. CepeOpsiHast
JIMHMA 11UIA 110 CTEHE, MHOTIA Ucue3asi, a 3aTeM MNOABJIAACh CHO-
Ba Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MeTpoB. VICKpUK ABUTAJICS BIIEPEU U Bpe-
MsI OT BpEMEHH OCTaHABIIUBAJICS, YTOOBI YOETUTHCSA, UTO ClIe/l He
CBEPHYJ B JIpyroil mpoxoa. B ogHOM MecTe OH 3aMep U cKasail,
YTO 3J€Ch ITPOXOJUT €IIE OAHA JTUHUSA. APTEM HAIIPABHJI CBET HA
CTEHY Y YBUEJ TOHKUW KPACHOBATBIN CJie]l, KOTOPBIM MepeceKa
cepeOpsTHBII.

— 3910 4T0?

— Orous.

VckpuK KOCHY/CA KpacHOM JMHUM KorteMm. Ha ero manbue
BCIBIXHYJIO MajieHbKoe Tuiamsi. OHO ObUIO C1a0bIM, TMOYTH MPO-
3payHbIM, HO HACTOSAILIVM.

VcKkpuK OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH OTAEPHY.I JIany. OTOHb UCUE3 TaK
OBICTPO, UTO APTEM CHavyasia ogyma, OyaTo eMy TOKa3auioch.
MasieHbKuI ApaKOH MOCMOTPEN Ha CBOIO Jially, MOToM Ha Ap-
TEMa, a 3aTEM CHOBA Ha cTeHy. OH OCTOPOKHO IMPUKOCHYJICS K
KpacHOMY Cllefly €Il€ pa3, HO Tenepb HUYEro HE IPOM3OILLIO.
[IMbIr cKa3all, 4YToO ITO YK€ UHTEPECHO, OgHaKO MICKpuK OTBe-
THJI, YTO €MY He 10 uHTepecHOro. OH BIIEPBbIE 32 HECKOJIBKO Me-
CSIIIEB NMOYYBCTBOBAJI HACTOSIIEE TETJIO BHYTPH ceOsl.

OHU POJOJKUII UITH Y BCKOPE YBUAEH NEPBbIN cocyl. OH



CTOSLJT IPSIMO TIOCPEU TYHHEJsI, CJIOBHO €r0 CIEUAIbHO OCTa-
B 371ech. Cocyp ObUT Bhlllle ApTEMa MOYTH BABOE, MMEJT IIH-
POKOE TOPJIBIIIIKO U YeThIpE HEOOBIIUX BHICTYTA O KpasiM. [To-
BEPXHOCTh IOKPBIBAJIM TaKHUE ke cepeOpsiHbIe TMHUY, KaK1e OHU
BUJIE/IM B Ky3HHUIle. BHYTpH o4ty HUYero He ObLJIO, TOJIBKO HA
CaMOM JIHE JIe)KaJl TOHKUY CJION CBeTAencs nuli. VICKpuk mo-
JOIIEN OJIMKe U CHOBA MOYYBCTBOBAJ TEIUIO, O/IHAKO TENepb OHO
OBICTPO MCUE3JIO.

AptéM mpucen Bo3jie cocyga U ocMotpen ero. Ha BHemiHen
CTOpPOHE HAXOWJIMCh HEOObIIINE PUCYHKH, TIOXOKHE Ha APAKO-
HbM NcbMeHa. OH He yMes UX YUTaTh, HO HEKOTOPbIE CUMBOJIbI
HAIOMUHAJIM U300pakeHusl OTHsl, BOJbI, BETpa U KaMHs. Mex-
1y HUMU ObUT U300pak€H KPYT, pa3fAe€HHbI Ha YeThIpe YacTH.
B camom nieHTpe HaxoauiIcs 3HAKOMBIY 3HAK — YETHIPE JIMHUH,
CXOJSIIMECS B OHOM TOUKE, a BHYTPU HUX €IIIE O/IHA MaJICHbKAs
JBEPb.

[IMBbIT TUXO BBIpYTAJICS.

— To1 3Hae1IB 3TOT 3HAK?

— Jla.

— Ortkyna?

AptéM pacckazan emy npo ¢ororpaduio, KOTOPYIO HOTyYrT
nocjie COOBITHI C ApPXHMBapuycoM, M PO JBEpPb, KOTOPOH HE
JOJDKHO OBLIO CyIeCcTBOBaTh. VICKpUK CITyIian uxX pasroBop, He
MOHMMas1, O YEM MAET peub, HO KOT/IA YCIIBIIIAJ CJIOBO «JIBEPb»,
cpa3y nocMoTtpen Ha cocyd. OH ckazaj, 4TO BUJIEN TaKOW 3HaK
paHble. APTEM CHPOCUJI TAE, Y APAKOH OTBETUJI, YTO HA KAMHE



Bo3Je [lepBoii nemepsl. Tonmbko TaM 3HaK OBUT ropas3zio CTapiie
Y TIOYTHU MOJHOCTBIO CTEPCA.

ApTEM NpOBEN pyKOil Hafl cepeOpsIHOI MbLIbIO, HE KacasiCh e€.

— 3HauuT, 3TO CBA3AHO.

[IIMBIr MOCMOTpEI HA HETO.

— C uem?

Aprtém He orBetui cpady. OH BcnomMHMI ApxuB, ¢oTOrpa-
(puro, HEM3BECTHYIO JOPOTY ¥ TMCbMO, KOTOPOE IPUIILIO U3 Me-
CTa, KOTOPOro HE CYIIeCTBOBAIO. Ternepb 3TOT ke 3HAK MOSIBUJI-
cs1 B JIpakOHBHX TOpax, CPeAr COCYJOB, COOMPAIOIINX MAaruio.
CAMIIKOM MHOTO COBITA/IEHUM BO3HUKJIO BOKPYT OJHOM MaJIeHb-
KO IBEpH, YTOOBI TPOJOIIKATH CUMTATh UX clydaiHbiMU. Ho ec-
JI1 BCE JIEMCTBUTENHLHO OBLIIO CBSI3aHO, OCTABAJICS] BOIIPOC, KOTO-
PBI CTAHOBUJICS BCE BaXKHEE: MOYEMY KTO-TO COOMpAET Maruio u
3a4eM eMy MOHAJJOOMIIOCh OTKPBIBATh JIBEPh B HEM3BECTHOE Me-
cTO.

Ha crene nanporus cocyna Mckpuk 3amerrn Hagnuch. OHa
ObLJ1a TTOYTH TIOJTHOCTBIO CKPBITA IO CIIOEM TIBUTH, HO cepeOpsi-
HBII CJIe/l TIPOXOAMIT TIPSIMO TI0 Hel, U OYKBBI MOCTETNEHHO CTa-
HOBWJIMCh BUJIMMBIMUA. APTEM OCTOPOXHO OUMCTHUJI KAMEHb py-
KaBOM U MPOYHUTAL:

«Koraa nepBblil OTOHb IOTaCHET, IBEPb OTKPOETCSI».

VIckpuK nepeunTas cjaoBa HECKOJIBKO pas.

— TlepBbiii OroHsn?

[IIMBIr MOCMOTpEI HA HETO.

— [loxoxe, 3TO yke He MPOCTO MPO TBOK CIIOCOOHOCTH JIbI-



iaTh OTHEM.

ApTEM CHOBa MOCMOTPEJT HA HAANMUCh. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH Mo-
Hs1JI, 9TO MUchbMO Vckprka MOrIo OBITh OTIPABJICHO HE TIPOCTO
MIOTOMY, YTO MOJIOAOM JAPAKOH MOTEPsI CBOIO Maruio. Bo3mox-
HO, OH OKa3aJICsi IEPBbIM CYILIECTBOM, 3aMETUBIIUM TO, YTO MPO-
MCXOAMJIO TOpa3o rIyOxe. A eciv HaJmuch ObUla TPaBIOM, TO
TIOTaCIIUi OrOHb JIOJKEH OBbLT YTO-TO OTKPhITh. HO Y4TO MMEHHO
— MOKa HUKTO U3 HUX HE 3HaJl.

N3 temHOTHI TyHHEns OOHEccd 3BYK. KameHb ynmapwicsa o
KaMmeHb. VICKpYK MIHOBEHHO pa3BepHYyJics. B KoHue kopugopa
nosiBuIach TeHb. OHa MpUOIMKAIACh MEIJICHHO, 0e3 TOIBITKU
cpATaTbes. Yepe3 HECKOIbKO CEKYH]I U3 TEMHOTHI BbILIEN CTa-
pbiii [pakoH. OH ObUT HACTOJIBKO XY/IBIM, UTO TIOJ] YEITyEl OTUET-
JIMBO MPOCTYNAIH PEOPA, a OHO KPBLJIO BHITJISIEIIO MOBPEKIEH-
HbIM. Ero raza kazamick nouru 6ebpiMu ot Bo3pacta. OH ocra-
HOBWJICS BO3JIE COCY/Ia M TOCMOTpeJI cHauasa Ha Mickpuka, 3atem
Ha Apréma.

— Bam Henb3st ObUIO Clof1a TPUXOIWTH.

Nckpuk caenain mar Briepen.

— Bb1 3Hanm npo 310 MecTo.

Crapblii ApaKOH HE OTBETHIL.

— Bbi 3Hanm1, 4TO Marust yXojaur.

OH nponomkan MoOI4aTh.

ApTéM cripocuil, KTO NpUHEC coa cocyasl. CTapblil ApakoH
HaKOHEI] TOCMOTPEJT Ha HETO U CKa3all, YTO He 3HAeT, KTO cAesall
YX, HO 3HAET, 3a4e€M OHM MOSABWINCh. HECKOIBKO MecseB Ha-



3a]1 CTApEIIIMHBI HAITUTA TIEPBBIN cocy Bo3sie [lepBoii neriepsi.
OHM pennty, 4To 3TO JAPEeBHUN apTedakT, CIIOCOOHBI COXpa-
HATh APAKOHBIO Maruio. OHU TIEpPEHECU ero B Ky3HUIly M Hava-
JIM U3yvathb. Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHEW OAUH U3 JPAKOHOB MOTEPSIT
CHOCOOHOCTP JpimaTh oraém. [Torom Bropoit. [Totom TpeTHid.

CrapelHbI TBITATUCh YHUUITOXKUTH cocyl. OHM HE CMOIJIN.
Onu Opocanu ero B JiaBy, pa30MBa KaMHSIMH, TOMUJIM B TIOJI-
3€MHOMU peKe U aKe MbITAIUCh 3AMOPO3UTh €10 Marueu JieJsiHbIX
npakoHoB. Kaxnplid pa3 cocyn ocraBasicsl uenbiM. bosee toro,
NOCJIe KaKIOM TOMBITKY PSIZIOM TTOSIBIISUICSI HOBBIN CepeOpsIHbIN
cnepn. Crapblil APAKOH CKa3ajl, YTO TOIrJA CTAPEUIIMHBI OHSUIN:
cocyn He 3a0upaeT Maruto cam. OH TOJTbKO COOMPAET TO, UTO yxke
MOKU/IAET IPAKOHOB.

— 3HauuT, Maruio 3a0upaeT KTo-To APYyron? — crpocui Ap-
TEM.

Crapblil 1pakOH MeJIJIEHHO KUBHYII.

— W yro-To.

— I'ne ono?

Crapblil IpakOH NOCMOTPES B CTOPOHY TEMHOTHI.

— He 3n1ece.

OH nofomen K cocyay M KocHyscs ero jarnoi. CepeOpsiHasi
IIbUTH BHYTPH CJIETKA TIOIHSJIACH, 3aKPYKUJIACH U OITyCTUIIACh 00-
partHo.

— Mpul gymanu, yro npoOnema 3aKOHYUTCS, €ClId YHUYTO-
KUTH coCybl. [IOTOM MOHSUIM, YTO X CTAaHOBUTCS Oosbine. Kax-
JIBIIA pa3, Korja Marvst OKUIaeT OTHOTO U3 Hac, re-HuOy/Ib 1o-



SIBJISIETCS HOBBII COCY/I.

ApPTEM IOYYBCTBOBAJI HEMPUATHBIA XOJIOZ,.

— A OcCTaJIbHBIE CKa304YHBIE CyIIECTBA?

Crapblid ApakoOH MOCMOTPEN Ha HETO.

— Tor yxe morapancs.

OH ckazaji, 4T0 HECKOJIBKO MecALeB Ha3al K [{pakoHbMM ro-
paM NpUXOOWIM CTpaHHblE CIyXW. JIecHble cylecTtBa Tepsuiv
CIMOCOOHOCTH pa3roBapvBaTh C JNEPEBbSIMU, (per NepecTaBaiu
BUJIETh BOJIIIEOHBIN CBET, HEKOTOPBIE BOISHBIE XU HE MOIJIU
OonbIIIe yIpaBiIsITh BOAOW. BCE mporcxoanno B pa3HBIX MecTax
¥ B pa3HOE BpPeMsl, TOITOMY HUKTO He CBS3bIBAI COOBITUS MEX/TY
coboil. Ho 1pakoHbl HAIlUIK CTapble 3aruch U OOHAPYKUIIU, YTO
cepeOpsiHbIe ClIe/Tbl MOSBIISUIUCH B KaXIOM U3 9TUX MECT.

[IMeIr cipocus, NMOYEMY CTapEMIIMHBI CKPbIBAIN TIPaBAY.
Crapblil 1pakoH OTBETWJ, YTO MOTOMY, YTO JPAKOHbI OOSTUChH
CaMoro MPOCTOrO BbIBOJA: €C/IM OHU MPU3HAIUCH Obl, YTO TEPSI-
10T Maruio, Ipyrue CymecTBa MOIJIA PEIIUTh, YTO IPAKOHBI OOJTb-
IIIe He CIIOCOOHBI 3aIHIIATh CBOM 3eMJTH. [IJis IpeBHero Hapora,
KOTOPBIA MPUBBIK CYUTATH CeOsl CUIbHEUIIINM, TIpU3HaHKe COO0-
CTBEHHOM CJ1a00CTH OKA3aJI0Ch CTPAIIIHEE CAaMOM MOTEPU OTHSI.

Aptém nnocmotpen Ha Mckpuka. ManeHbKui IpakoH MOJTYal.
OH cMmoTpen Ha cepeOpsiHyIO MbLTb, U HA €r0 MOpHAE BIIEPBbIE
He ObUIO HU YIPSIMCTBA, HU JKEJIAHUS J0Ka3aTh CBOIO MPABOTY.
ToJspKO MOHUMAaHUE TOTO, YTO MPOUCXOMSIIEe HAMHOTO OOJbIIe
€ro camoro.

— Yro HaxoguTcs 3a [lepBou nemepor? — cnpocui ApTeém.



Crapblid ApaKOH JOJITO MOTYAJL.

— Mbl He 3HaeMm.

— Ho BBI Tyga xonuimu.

— Jla.

— W uro yBugenn?

Crapbiil 1pakoOH NOAHS TOJIOBY.

— /IBeps.

[ImeIr 3amep. ApTEM NOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK BHYTPU MOYTOBOU
CYMKHU Harpesioch nuchbMo u3 Oymayiiero. Ctapbiid ApakoH Mpo-
JOJIKWAJT:

— He xamennyrw nsepb. He nepeBsnnylo. He 1y, KoTtopyio
MOHO OTKPbITb pykaMu. OHa NOsBJIsIETCS TOJIBKO TOra, KOrna
JOCTATOYHO Maruu MOKUJIAeT MUP.

Nckpuk nocmorpen Ha Apréma.

— 3Ha4UT, OHA YK€ OTKPbIBAETCS.

Crapblid JpakoH HUYEro He oTBeTU. OHU BBIUIMA U3 TYHHE-
151 6mke K Bedepy. JlonrHa Kaszanach mpexHeid, Ho Tenepb Ap-
TEM BUJIET €€ coBceM MHavye. Kaxapli IpakoH, Kaxaas MmoTyx-
I1ast 1evb ¥ KaXbli TYCKJIbIA OTOHb MOIJIU OBITh YaCThIO OJIHO-
ro npotecca. OH yxe He BOCIPUHUMAI cepeOpsiHble CIebl Kak
CTPaHHYIO [IeTajlb, IOTOMY YTO TENEpb 3HAJ: OHU MOSBISINCH
Tam, IJe U3 MUpa YXO4WIa Marusi.

Koraa onn nojgonuim kK cBoed nemepe, ApTéM 3aMeTusl Ha
3emMJie HOBBIN cepeOpucThiil ciiefl. OH HaYMHAJICS MPSIMO BO3JIe
€ro MOYTOBOW CYMKU. ApPTEM oOcTaHOBWICA. VICKpUK MOAOLIEN
OJHKe ¥ IIOCMOTPET Ha JIMHUIO.



— Omna uzér or Teds.

[IMBIT Me/ITIEHHO TOCTAN CBOM MaJieHbKuit (poHapb. Cepeodpsi-
HBII Clle]1 THYJICS OT CYMKHU 4epe3 3eMIII0, IepeceKall Jopory u
yXOOWJI Aajblie B JonuHy. Ho B ommuume ot Bcex mpeaplayImx
cresioB, 3TOT He Auraics K [lepsoi nemepe. OH WEN B Apy-
I'yI0 CTOPOHY IIPAMO K ApTéMy. ApTEM JOCTAJI MICBMO, KOTOpPOE
JOJKHO ObUTO ObITh HAIIMCAHO TOJIBKO 3aBTpa. Ha KoHBepTe yike
HOSIBUJIACh €1IE OJIHA CTPOKA, KOTOPOH YTPOM He ObLIO.

«OH HAIIEJ TEBS».

Wckprk mocMoTpest Ha cepeOpsTHBII Clie].

— Kro?

AptéMm He ycnen oTBeTuTb. ['1e-TO ganeko B ropax pasjajics
3BYK, MTOXOXHI Ha OTKPHIBAIOIIUICS 3aMOK. A cepeOpsiHast Jiv-
HMS TI0]] MIX HOraMM BIIEPBBIE 32 BCE BPEMs OCTAaHOBUJIACh.



I'nasa 5. Ilocaeanuit oronn

CepeOpsiHasi JIMHUSL OCTAaHOBWJIACh BO3/ie ApTéMa 1 OoJibiiie
He asuraiach. OHa Jexaa Ha 3eMJIe TOHKOH CBETSIIENCS I10J10-
COM, MepeceKkasia KAaMHU M 3aKaHYMBAJIACh MPSMO Yy €ro carora,
CJIOBHO KTO-TO HEBUJIMUMBIU MPOBEN €€ 10 ITOr0 MECTa, a MOTOM
nepeayMa MpoaoikaTh. ApTEM HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]] CMOTPEN Ha
HeE, He pelasich caesarh mar. VICKpUK CTosul psiIoM U TOXE MOJT-
gaj, a [lImeir MemieHHO yOpast hoHaph B CYMKY M CKa3aJl, 4To
€My COBEPILIEHHO HE HPABUTCS, KOTJJa HEU3BECTHBIE BEIIIU HAUU-
HAIOT HAXOIUTb JIIOAEW CaMOCTOSATENIbHO. APTEM J10CTaN MHACHMO
U3 3aBTpAILIHEro JHS M CHOBA MPOYMTAN MOSIBUBIIMECS HA HEM
CJIOBA, TIOCJIe Yero CrpsaTaa KoHBepT oopatHOo. OH yXke TMOHSIT,
YTO Celvac UM He YJACTCS MOJYYUTh OTBETHI, TIOITOMY PEII
XOTs1 Obl HAWTHU TOTO, KTO CIIOCOOEH OOBSICHUTD, UTO MPOUCKXOTUT
C IpaKOHbEN Marueu.

Crapbiil JpaKOH, KOTOPOTrO OHU BCTPETUIIN B OA3EMHOM TYH-
HeJle, TOSIBWJICS BO3JIE Tellepsl He3aAoro Ao 3akara. OH npu-
IIENT OVH U JIOJITO CTOSUT HA KPalo CKaJIbl, HaOoast 3a JI0JIMHOM,
r7ie B3pOCJble APAKOHBI MIBITAJIUCH MOAEPKMBATh IOCIEAHHE OT-
HU B cBoux gomax. Korma oH nopomeén k Aprémy, Vckpuky n
[ImeITy, TO CKa3aj, 4To BUAE CepeOpsIHYIO JTMHUIO U 3HAET, TI0-
YeMy OHa OCTaHOBMJIACh BO3JIE MTOYTOBOM CYMKHU. APTEM CIIpO-
CHJI, UTO 9TO 3HAYUT, HO CTAPbIi APAKOH OTBETUJI, UYTO HE CTAHET
pacckasbiBaTh 3[1€Ch, TOTOMY YTO CTEHbI [[pakKOHBUX TOp JIaBHO



YMEIOT CITyIIaTh. 3aTeM OH MPEAJIOKUII MOAHATHCS BhIIIE, TYAA,
€ XWI TOT, KTO eIl MOMHWI Ha4ajl0 UCTOPUH.

OHU OTIPABUIUCH B MyTh MOYTH cpazy. Tpomna nogHumaaach
1O CKJIOHY, CTQHOBSICh BCE yXke, a BO3/IyX C KakK/AbIM JIECATKOM
11aroB cTaHOBWICS xononHee. VICKpuk cHavasia e psjaom ¢ Ap-
TEMOM, HO TIOTOM Hayajl OTCTaBaTh, TOTOMY YTO MOIBEM AaBaJI-
cs eMy Tsbkesiee OoCTabHBIX. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MBITAJICS pac-
NIPAaBUTh KPbUIbs1, OAHAKO CUJIbHBIN BETEP Cpa3y OTHOCKJI €ro Ha-
3a/1. APTEM XOTe MOMOYb eMy, HO VICKpUK cepauTo oTKazasics,
CKa3aB, YTO eCJI1 OH COOMPAETCS] CTaTh HACTOSIIIIUM JIPAKOHOM,
TO JIOJKEH HAyUUThCS JOOUPAThCSA 10 HY)KHBIX MECT CaMOCTOSI-
TesibHO. Uepe3 HeKOTopoe BpeMsi OH BCE-TaKu MOCKOJIb3HYJICS Ha
KaMHe, CheXaJl BHU3 Ha HECKOJIbKO METPOB U CHesall BUII, YTO
9TO OBUIO YACThIO 32[yMAaHHOTO MapIIpyTa.

Crapslii ApakOH HUYEro He ckasas, Ho IIIMbIr TuXo 3ameTu,
410 OyayIIeMy BeJIMKOMY APAKOHY, BOZMOXHO, CHaYaJIa MPU/IET-
Cs1 HAYYMTHCS XOIUTh N0 cKajlaM. VICKpUK ycoblia 31o 1 0oep-
HYJICS, COOMPAsiCh BO3Pa3UTh, OMTHAKO BMECTO ITOTO YBUIE BIIe-
ey MMPOKYIO MUIOIIAIKY, HA KOTOPOM CTOST OrPOMHbBIN KAMEH-
HBII BXOI. 32 HUM HAYMHAJIACh Teliepa, BIpyOIeHHas MPsMO
B rope. Haym BXomom He ObUIO HU HAAIMCH, HU TepOa, TOJIBKO
n300pakeHne IPAKOHbEH TOJIOBBI C 3aKPHITHIMU T1a3aMu. Cta-
PbIil IPaKOH OCTAHOBUJICS Mepe]l Hel M CKa3asl, YTo JaJibllie OHU
nouayT 6e3 Hero. ApTéM CIpoCul, IOYeMY, U TOT OTBETHII, UTO
YeJIOBeK, KOTOPOro OHU WIINYT, HE JIIOOUT TOCTel, HO JIIOOUT UC-
TOPUHU, ECJTU UX PACCKA3BIBAIOT MPABUIIBHO.



BuyTpu neteps! ObU10 HEOkUIAHHO Teruio. Ha creHax ropenu
MaJICHbKUE KPACHBIE OTOHBKH, OIHAKO PSAAOM C KaKABIM U3 HUX
CTOsI7Ia KAMEHHAsI Yallika, B KOTOpPOi He ObLIO HU YIJIsl, HU Mac-
na. CBeT UCXOAU HEMOCPEACTBEHHO OT KaMHs. B riiyOune 3ana
cues orpoMHBI ipakoH. OH ObUT HACTOJIBKO CTap, YTO €ro 4e-
IIyst MeCTaMU CTaJjia To4YTH OeJio, a pora MOKPHUIUCh TOHKUMU
TpemrHaMu. OJTHO KPbUIO JieKasio Ha IOJy, TOTOMY UYTO JIaBHO
HOTEPSIO CIOCOOHOCTD MOJTHOCTHIO pacnpanisaThes. Ho rmaza y
HEro OCTaBaJIMCh SICHBIMU M BHUMaTeIbHbIMU. Korga oHu BoluIy,
JpakoH nocMotpen Ha Vickpuka, noTtoM Ha ApTéMa U TOJIbKO MO-
cne 3toro Ha IlImeira.

— 3HauuT, noyTa BcE-Taku AoOpaach 10 HaC, — CKazaj OH.

[IImbIr yauBIEHHO TOCMOTpEN Ha ApTéMa.

— To1 ero 3naens?

— Her.

— Toraa noueMy OH TOBOPUT Tak, OyATO Kaa 1edsi?

JlpeBHUI IpakOH YCMEXHYJICSI.

— A xpain He ero. 4 xnas Toro, KTo OAHAX bl IPUIET C MUCh-
MOM, KOTOpOe eni¢ He ObLJI0 HAIMCAaHO.

APpTEM MOUYBCTBOBAJ, KaK MMCbMO B €I0 CYMKE CTajlo rops-
YUM.

— BbI 3Haete 0 HEM?

JIpakoH Me1JIEHHO KUBHYI.

— 3Halo 10CTaTOYHO.

Ero 3Baysm Baprapa. IIist OOJBIIMHCTBA JIPAaKOHOB 3TO UMSI
CTAJIO MOYTH JIETEHION, TIOTOMY YTO OH POAWJICA 3a0JIr0O A0 MO-



SIBJICHU I HBIHEITHUX JPAKOHBUX MOCEIEHUI U MIOMHWUJI BpEMEHA,
0 KOTOPBIX COXPAHWIMCh TOJIBKO OOPBIBKU CTapbiX TieceH. OH He
ObLT cCaMbIM OOJTBIIIMM JPAKOHOM B JIOJIMHE U IABHO MOTEPSLI CIO-
COOHOCTb JIeTaTh, HO OCTaJIbHbIE OTHOCUJIMCH K HEMY C YBaXKEHH-
eM, moromy uro Baprapp 3nan ucroputo IlepBoro orusi. MimeH-
HO TIOTOMY CTapeHIIUHBI TPUXOIIIN K HEMY, KOTjIa UM TpeOo-
BAJIOCh MTOHSATH JIPEBHUE MTMCbMEHA, XOTSI CAMHM HUKOT/Ia HE MpU-
3HABaJIMCh, HACKOJIBKO YacTO IMOJIb30BAJIUCH €T0 3HAHUSIMHU.

Aptém pacckazan emy o nucbme VIckprka, o cepeOpsiHbIX cie-
Jlax, COCylax W 3HaKe JABEpU BHYTpW JBepu. Baprapn ciayman
MoJ4a, He mepeOuBast U He 3aj1aBas BompocoB. Korga Aptém
3aKOHYWJI, JPEBHUM JIPAKOH CKa3aJl, YTO BCE HA4aloCh ropas-
JI0 paHblile, YeM OHU TyMaioT. [{pakoHbsI Marvsi HUKOrja He Obl-
JIa TIPOCTO CMOCOOHOCTHIO BBIIBIXaTh OTOHb, TIOJHUMATh KPbLTbSI
WM HarpeBath KamMeHb. OHa OblIa YaCThIO CAMOTO MHUpPa, M KO-
r/1a-TO e€ BOOOIIe He CYIIECTBOBAJIO B TOM BHU/IE, B KOTOPOM JIpa-
KOHBI 3HAIOT €€ cenyvac.

Baprapa pacckasai, 4to niepBbie IpaKOHBI KWK B TOpax 0e3
orasi. OHM OBUTM CHJTBHBIMU CYIIIECTBAMU, HO XOJIOMHBIMY M ME/I-
JIMTENIbHBIMU, TIOTOMY YTO BHYTPU HUX He ObLIO TOW SHEpruw,
KOTOPYI0 COBPEMEHHbIE JPAKOHBI HA3bIBAIOT Marueil. OaHaxIbl
OJIVH W3 TIEPBBIX JIPAKOHOB HAIIIEN TITyOOKO TOJT 3eMJIEN MaJieHb-
Kylo uckpy. OHa He OblIa IMOXOXKa Ha OOBIYHOE IUIAMS, TIOTOMY
4TO He 0OXMrajia KaMeHb U He raciia oT BoAbl. [{pakoH mMor jiep-
JKaTh €€ B JIanax, He Moydasi 0KO0roB, HO CTOUJIO €MY IOIbITATh-
cs1 3a0path e€ ceOe, Kak UCKpa CTAaHOBWJIACh TycKJIon. Torma o



CZIEJIaJl TO, YeTrO0 HUKTO OT HEr0 HE OXKMJAIL: Pa3lIEn €€ C Ipy-
T'MIMM JIPAaKOHAMM.

Kaxpli1 mosyums1 cOBCEM HEMHOIO OrHfl, HO 3TOro OKa3a-
JI0Ch A0CTaTOYHO. OIMH IPaKOH CMOT COI'PETh CBOE THE3/0, APY-
TOi1 BIIEpBbIE MOIHSLICS B BO3YX, TPETUI HAYyUUJICS TUIABUTh Ka-
MEHb, & YETBEPTHIN OOHAPYXKUJI, YTO MOXET MepeiaBaTh TETIo
CBOUM JieTaM. VIckpa nepexouiia OT OTHOTO JPAKOHA K IpyroMy
Y CTAaHOBWJIACh CUJIbHEE KaXIbll pa3, Korja e JeJIMINCh. Tak
nosiBuicsl [1epBblid OTOHb, 2 BMECTE€ C HUM U JPAKOHbsSI Marusi.
VIMeHHO 03TOMY IpEBHME JPAKOHBI HUKOIJA HE CYMTAIA MArvio
COOCTBEHHOCTBIO OAHOTO cyIiecTBa. OHa CyIIeCTBOBaIA TOJIBKO
JI0 TEX TOP, MOKa €€ OTAABAIN JaJIbLIE.

— Ilostomy oHa ceiiyac ucyesaer, — cKazaja ApTeEm.

Baprapn nocmorpern Ha Hero.

— Bo3moxkHo.

— [lotomy 4uTO KTO-TO €€ 3adupaet?

— TloToMy 4TO KTO-TO MBITAETCA CHENATH TO, YETO HUKOTAA
HeJTb3s1 ObLIO JieniaTh ¢ [lepBbiM OrHEM.

Baprapn nmopomeén K gajgbHer CTeHE M KOCHYJICS €€ KOITEM.
KameHp Hayasl CBETUTBHCA, U HA MOBEPXHOCTU IOCTENIEHHO IO-
SIBUJICS ApeBHUN puCyHOK. Ha HEM ObLM N300pakeHbl HECKOJTb-
KO JIPAKOHOB, CTOSIIIMX BOKPYT OFPOMHOM UCKPHI, a 32 HUMU Ha-
XOMJIaCh BBICOKAs cepeOpsiHast aBephb. M3 Kakaoro IpakoHa K
VICKpE TSAHYJIMCh TOHKHUE JIMHUM, HO OT UCKPHBI K JIPaKOHaM LI
Jpyrue JIUHUK, 00pasys KpyrT.

— IlepBhIi OroHb HENB34 ynepxarb, — CKasan Baprapa. —



Ero MoHO TOJIbKO TiepeaaBath. TOT, KTO MbITaeTcst coOpaTh Ma-
THIO0 B OTHOM MECTE, Pa3pbIBa€T KPyT.

ApTEM BCIOMHMII cepeOpsIHbIE COCY/Ib.

— 3HaAuuUT, COCy/Ibl COOUPAIOT TO, YTO BHIXOAUT U3 Kpyra?

Baprapn kuBHyIL

— HMmenno.

[IMbIr oaoIIEN OJIMKe K PUCYHKY.

— A nBepn?

Baprapa nonro cMotpen Ha u300pakeHue.

— JIBepp mosBISAETCS, KOrAa Kpyr pa3opBaH JAOCTATOYHO
CWJIBHO.

ApTéM cnpocuil, YTO HaXoAUTCA 3a Hell. Baprapn oreerwi,
YTO HUKTO M3 HBIHEIIHMX JPAKOHOB 3TOrO HE 3HaeT. B crapbix
JIEreH/1ax 3T0 Mecto HasbiBaun IlycteiM Mupom, HO Baprapn He
OBbLT YBEpEH, YTO 3TO Ha3BaHME BOOOIIE MOXHO CUMTATh Ipa-
BUJIbHBIM. HekoTopele 3arucu roBopuin, 4To 3a JBEPHI0 HAXO-
auTcst Mup O6e3 Maruu, Apyrue YTBepKAasiu, YTO TaM HaXOIUTCS
WCTOYHUK BCEW Maruu, a camble CTapble TeKCThl BOOOINE HEe Ha-
3bIBAJIM 3TO MeCTO MUPOM. OHU rOBOpUJIM TONbKO: «Tam Haxo-
JTCA TO, YTO OCTAJIOCH IOCJIE IEPBOr0 IMyTH».

Wckpuk ciyman ero, Cuisi y CTeHBI.

— Ilouemy s BuKy cienpi?

Baprapa nocMoTtpen Ha MaJIeHbKOTO JPAKOHA.

— [loTtoMy 4TO THI POIMJICA B HENTPABUIIBHOE BPEMS.

Nckpuk HaxMypuJics.

— 9TO He OTBeT.



— DTO HaYaJIO OTBETA.

Baprapn oObsicHni, 4To B HOUb poxaeHus Vckprka B ropax
BIIEPBbIE 32 MHOTME CTOJIETHSA MOrac OJWH U3 JPEBHUX OrHEW.
Crapel1HbI PeIIiII, YTO 3TO CIIy4YalHOCTb, IOTOMY 4TO HE XO-
TEJIV CBA3BIBATH POKACHUE MAJIEHBKOTO JPAKOHA C APEBHUMM JIe-
reagamMu. Ho mocnie storo VIcKpuk Havanm BUAETH cepeOpsiHbie
cienpl. Ero marus He ucuesna Tak, Kak y OCTAJIBHBIX JPAaKOHOB.
OHa cJI0BHO OTCTyNWJIa BHYTPb HErO, OCTABUB MECTO /ISl CHO-
COOHOCTH BUJIETh TO, YTO IMPOUCXOIUT C IPYTUMH.

— Tt He cnadwiit, — ckazan Baprapn. — Tbl ipocTo ycTpoeH
VHayve.

VckpyK HUYEro He OTBETUIL.

OH 1ocMOoTpesT Ha CBOM MAJIEHBKKE KPbUIbsl, [IOTOM Ha KOI'TH
Y Ha Ipy/ib, I10J KOTOPOY JABHO MEpeCcTasl OLYLIATh [IPUBBIYHOE
Teruo. ApTéM BHIEN, UTO 3TH CJIOBA JJIsl HETO 3HaJar OoJblIle,
YeM JIpaKOH XOTeJl MoKa3aTh. BriepBele KTO-TO U3 B3pOCIBIX HE
TOBOPHJI €MY, YTO OH CJIMIITIKOM MaJIeHbKH, CJIUIIKOM CJIaObIi
WIN CJIMIIKOM JIIOOOTBITHBINA. Baprapa oObsCHSII, 9TO MIMEHHO
TO, 4TO VICKpUK CuMTan CBOMM HEIOCTAaTKOM, MOIVIO OKa3aThCs
€IMHCTBEHHOW NIPUYMHOM, 10 KOTOPOW OHU BOOOIIE CLIOCOOHBI
HalTH UCTOUYHUK UCUYE3HOBEHUSI Maruu.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npegocraBieH OO0 «Jlurpec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha Jlurpec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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