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— 3a Tpu roja Thl He CMOIJIa 3a4aTh HacJaeTHUKA. YTO XK, s IPUHSIT MepHl,

— Ho s... — He xouy Huuero cisiath, — KasH meaetr HeOpeXHBIN KecT,
OCTaHABJIMBAsI TIOTOK CJIOB, TOTOBBIX CJIETETh C MOMX YCT. — BBINIM U 3aKpoit
JBEPb, CKBO3HSIK, — BJIACTHBIM I0OJIOCOM OpocaeT JApakoH. Sl 9yBCTBYIO TOJBKO,
KaK TI0 IEKaM TeKYT CJIe3bl. ITOr0 He MOXKeT ObITh, TOBKO He Moi KasH. [Touemy
OH TaK JXeCTOK co MHOH? OImycKalio rojioBy, 4ToObl HE BUIETh OOHAKEHHBIX JICBUII,
CTOSAIIUX TIepe]l MOMM KHS3eM M Uy K BBIXOMY, UyBCTBYSI, UTO €CJIM OCTAaHOBITIOCH,
Oospllie He CMOTY cieiaTh Hu Imara. — AHHa! S ¢ Hajek 101 MOBOpaunBaIOCh 1
CMOTpIO B ero OorHeHHbIe 11a3a. — [IpuBeau ceds B MOPSAOK, CErOIHS CTapUK
yCTparBaeT yKWH M XOUYeT BUJETh BCEX KHA3EH C KeHaMU. S IOKOpHO KUBAIo U
BbIXOKY. [IpuKIagpIBao pyku B )KMBOTY U Iienmay: — OH He y3HaeT o Tebe.

© JlaBpora A., 2023
© Jluther, 2023
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[TpocHyBIIKCH, TPUBBIYHO TpOTralo mocTesb. XonoaHas, KasH, moxoxe, BCTall yke JaBHO.

Kyratoch B ozesinio, BctaBaTh He XxoueTcs. be3 Moero KHs3s1 MHe BCerjia XOJIOQHO, TOJIbKO OH
MOXET COrpeTh MEHs B OOBSITUSX CBOUM JPAKOHBUM TEILIOM.

HocannuBo B31pIxaio. Bee vailie st mpocknack, U psjIoM HET ero.

OH CcHOBa He cKa3ajl MHE, YTO YUJAET PaHO.

N30 Bcex cuil TOHIO HETIPOIIeHHbIe TPEBOKHbBIE MBICITH.

Mmae kaxertcsi, uto KasH XosnoneH co MHOM B MOCIieTHee BpeMs, HO 51 HE Pelialoch 3arOBOPUTH
C HUM 00 3TOM, CTpaIach BbI3BaTh €ro THEB.

C TpeBoroil BCIIOMMHAIO CJIOBA Kpelia, OH BCE BpPEMsI TBEPAMUT, YTO TOJBKO COEIMHEHHE
WCTHHHO JTIOOSIINX ceplel] CIOCOOHO MOIapUTh MUPY HOBOTO JIPAKOHA

Ho pasBe HegocrarouHo MeTku uctuHHoctu? Heysxkenu sToro mano?

EnBa nogusBImch 1 He HafieBasi 00yBH, 51 Uy B MOJIENIbHYI0 KOMHATY. [TofpoBaHHbIN KaMeHb
XOJIOOMT MOM HOTH, HO s 3HAI0, YTO TaK Ha/o. [[pakoHuii 6Or He JIOOUT HEXKEHOK.

Enga yBuzieB MeHs, jkpell BCTAET C KOJIEH U MPUBETCTBYET MEHSI MOTYAIMBBIM TTOKJIOHOM.

OH ozieT B HEU3MEHHYIO CEpPYI0 PsCY, KOHTPACTUPYIOILYIO C €0 TEMHOW KOXEW, U JIMLO €ro,
MIOKPHITOE IIPAMAMH OT 0XKOTOB, KaXKETCs MHE CErOHsI 0OCOOEHHO CYpOBhIM. Bripouem, BecesibiM OH
TOXe HUKOr/Ia He ObiBaeT. CITyXKUTe M IPAKOHbEro Oora BCeria HOCST Ha ceOe TiedaTh OTCTpaHEHHO-
CTH OT MHpa.

$1 Obl HaBepHOE TOXE HE OYEHb PAIOBAJIACh, €CIM Obl MOE TEJIO C AETCTBA 3aKAJISUIA OTHEM.

— 3napaBcTByiTe, BUKTOP, — TUXOHBKO I'OBOPIO 51 U BCTAI0 HA KOJIEHU Mepel BEYHO rOpsAIIIM
M300pakeHUeM MEPBOro JPaKOHa.

Kaxnpiii pa3 mocie MOJIMTBBI IIa3a MOM MOJHHL ciie3. Ho gpakonuit 6or 1ub0 HE BUIUT UX,
JIMO0 OHHU HEIOCTATOYHO COJIOHBI JJIS1 HETO.

— HyxHo HanesaTbcs, Hy’)KHO BEpUTh, IPAKOH MUJIOCTUB, — CYXO TOBOPUT XKpell, BUIsI MOU
CJIE3HI.

A 4TO e1ie OH MOXKET cKa3aTh?

— IIpakoH MUJIOCTUB, HO, TIOXOXkeE, €ro MUJIOCTH s IOKA He 3aCITyK1JIa, — C TOPEUbI0 TOBOPIO f1.

— B uHble BpemeHa KeHbl kJIaId CBOEro Yaca M JIeCSATh JIeT, U Aaxe Oosee, — CIIOKOWHO
MOJIBUT XKpeIl.

— Kak 1 y3Haio0, uto 6epeMeHHa? — B THICSUHBII pa3 CIPAIIUBAIO 51 €ro.

OH B31IBIXa€T ¥ MPOU3HOCUT CJIOBA, KAK 3ayYEHHYIO (hOPMYJIY.

— Tbl OYYBCTBYeIlIb [IbIM, IOYYBCTBYEIIb kap U OrOHb, Thl YCJIBIIIMII 30B CBOETO ellle He
POIMBIIErocs: OTIPbICKA. Thl MOUYBCTBYEIb CHITY, KOTOpasi He JOCTYMHA MPOCTHIM CMEPTHBIM. Thl
MOYYBCTBYeIIIb CepIle IpakoHa B cele.

S B3apIxaio v BCTalo ¢ KojieH. CKOJBKO pa3 A yKe CIbIIAjia 3TU CI0BA U CKOJIBKO pa3 TIIETHO
MPUCTTyIIUBAJIAch K ceOe B MOMCKAX ITOr0 caMoro 4yBCTBa. B utore, Bcerna OHO JIMIIb pa30vapo-
BaHHUE. ..

BepHyBIIICch B ciajibHIO, HAKOHEI [TO3BOJISAI0 ceOe 0eThCs. 3amMmep3Ine Malblibl He CITyHIAloTCs
Y 3aCTervBaHue MMyroBUI] MpeBpaIliaeTcs B 1ej10e UchbiTanue. 5 He 000, YTOObl CIyTH IOMOTaId
MHE OJIeBaThCsl, KaK JIPYTUM BBICOKOPOIHBIM 1aMaM. Koria MHe moMoraioT ofieBaTbCs IpyTue, s 4yB-
CTBYIO ce0s1 OECTIOMOIITHBIM peOeHKOM. $1 TOUHO yBepeHa, uTo JIpAKOHbeMY OOTy He HPaBATCS TaKKe
JKEHbI, ¥ OH He JapyeT UM JeTeil.

N B TOT MOMEHT, KorJa sl MOIXOXKY K OKHY, UTOObI B3IJISIHYTh Ha BEJTMYECTBEHHBIN TOPHBIN
Tei3ax, OTKPHIBAIOIIUICS U3 MOEU CHalibHU, 51 YyBCTBYIO 3TO.

S cMOTpIO Ha CBOM PYKHU, KOTOPBIE TOJIBKO YTO JPOKAJIM OT XOJIO[a, U OIIYyIIAl0, KaK CKBO3b
HUX TIPOXOJIUT BOJIHA BHYTPEHHErO Terla.
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[pukacaioch K )KUBOTY M OIILYIIAI0, CJIOBHO TOHKAsi HUThb SIPKO TOPSIIIIETO CBETa MPOHU3bIBACT
Bce Moe Testo. OHa MOCTENeHHO PACIIMPSIETCS] U MHOKHUT CBOU OTBETBJICHUSI. DTO MPOUCXOAUT CTpe-
MUTEJIBHO, KaK JIECHOW TOKap, 3aroHsIs BCE MOE TeJo.

$I MTHOBEHHO ITOHUMAIO, YTO 9TO TaKOE.

ITO HE MOXET ObITh HUYEM JPYTUM.

Ceepuumnocs! Hakonen-to!

V moero kHs3s OyaeT HacIeHUK !
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Sl uyBCTBYyI0, TETieph 51 YYBCTBYIO €ro Cep/lle, OHO ObEeTCSI POBHO U YBEPEHHO BHYTPH MEHS, C
KaXIOM CEKYH/I0M HAIOJHSS MOE TeJIO TOPSIYUM CBETOM.

Tenepsp s noHMMAIO, O YeM TOBOpUII BUKTOP, 3TO HEJb34 CIIyTaTh HU C YEM.

BriGerao u3 criasibHu U Oery 1o KOpHIOpaM, OTKpbIBasi OIHY JABEPb 3a JPYTrOM, YTOOBI KaK
MOXHO ObIcTpee cooOmTh KasHy cuacTIvBYIO HOBOCTb.

B kabunere ero Her. B cToI0BOM TOXKE.

— I'ne kHA3b? — cOpamMBal S JEBOYKY, CIEIIANIYI0 KyJa-TO C TOAHOCOM.

OHa ucIyraHHO CMOTPUT Ha MEHS U TOBOPUT:

— Kaxercs, OH Ha BTOPOM 3Take, B 3aJie ayIMEHIIMIA, HO Ty/a HE BEJIEHO BXOIUTb.

Sl Gery Ha BTOpO#i 3Tak, eaBa He COMBAsi C HOT' MIYIIMX IO JIECTHHIIE CIIyT. MHe Bce paBHO,
YTO OHU MOAYMAIOT.

— IIpocrure, HO Tyna HeNlb3sl, — KPUYUT MHE KTO-TO BCJIe/l, HO 51 He 0Opalaln BHUMAHHUS.

— Kaen! — 30By g 1 pacniaxuBaio JBepb 3aJ1a 1Jis1 ayIUEHINI, — Thl HE OBEPHUILIb. . .

Sl 3acteiBao Ha Mecte. Cl10Ba, KOTOPBIE 5 XOTeJla CKa3aTh, 3aCTPEBAIOT B TOpIIE.

Jlenaro HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB M OCTAHABJIMBAIOCH, KaK MOAOUTAs ITHUIIA.

Moii myx, kKHs13b CaHIepc CTOUT KO MHE CITIMHOM, a TIepe]]l HUM BBICTPOEHBI TPU OOHAKEHHBIC
JEBUIIbI, OAHY U3 KOTOPBIX OH LieJTyeT B ryObl. B3risg Mol 3aMupaeTt Ha TOHKUX pyKax, OJJHa U3 KOTO-
PbIX OOBMBAET €ro MIMPOKYI0 MYCKYJIUCTYIO CIIMHY, a JIpyrasi orpyxaeTcs B €ro rycTble BbIOIIHMECs
BOJIOCHI.

Sl IpUKpBIBaIO POT PYKOM, YTOOBI HE 3aKpHYATh OT MTPOH3UBIIIEH MEHS OOJIH.

— AHHa, — pazapaxkeHHO roBopuT KasH, oTpbIBasich OT I€BUIIbI, U TOBOPAYMBAETCS KO MHE,
— pasBe CIyru He cKazaiu Tede, 4TO BXOAUTH CIoAa 3arpereHo?

— Kasn, g1 He nonnmaro. KTo oHM? — £ IBITAOCh TOBOPUTh, HO 30 PTa BBIPHIBAETCS TOJIBKO
CIIaBJICHHBIM XPHII.

KHs13p mogxonut Ko MHe, HaJieBast XajiaT, s MEJIbKOM BHIKY CBUJIETENILCTBO €r0 BO3OYK/ICHUS
W BCXJIMIIBIBAIO.

— 3a Tpu roga Thl HE CMOIJIA 3a4aTh HACIEAHUKA. YTO K, S IPUHSLT MEPHI.

—Ho 4...

— He xouy Huuero cnbimath, — KasH npukiiaapiBaeT najer; K MOUM ry0aM, OCTaHaBIUBAsI
MOTOK CJIOB, TOTOBBIX CJIETETh C MOMX YCT.

OH cTupaeT OONBIIMM MAJIBLEM CIIE3y ¢ MOEH IIEKH.

— Kak 18I Tak Moxels? Beap 51 ke TBOS UCTUHHAS, — COABJIEHHO FOBOPIO $1, YYBCTBYS, KaK
cepilie MOe MOTPy:KaeTcs B IMyCTOTY YEpHEE CaMOil TEMHOM HOUYM. BoJib, CIIOBHO AMKasl KOIIKA, PBET
MEH$ OCTPBIMHU KOTTSIMH, A 5 TOJILKO U MOT'Y, UTO CMOTPETD B €0 rOPsIIME OTHEHHbIM CBETOM IJ1a3a.
I'naza npakoHa, KOTOpBIE, KakK s Iymalia, TOPAT TOJBKO ISl MEHS.

— Iloyemy ThI Tak %KeCTOK? — rOBOPIO 5 THUXO.

— Briiiau u 3akpoui 1Bepb, CKBO3HSIK, HE BUMILb, AEBYILIKAM XOJIOAHO, — BJIACTHBIM I'OJIOCOM
OpocaeT JpakoH, — MbI IOTOBOPUM € TOOOH MO3Xe, AHHA.

Moe Tesio nepectaeT 4to-JIMO0 ONIyIaTh, KpoMe OO M MyCTOTHI, pa3pacTaiolienicsi BHYTPH
MEH$, KaK YepHUJIbHOE ISTHO.

DTOro He MOXET ObITh, TOJILKO He Mor KasH. Beap oH xe modut MeHs. Eciiu Obl OH He TI001T
MeHsl, sl He MOIJIa Obl 3a4aTh JIPaKOHa.

Omnyckarto royioBy, 4ToObl He BUIETh OOHAKEHHBIX JIEBUII, CTOSIIMX TIepe]] MOUM JIOPIOM U U1y
K BBIXOJ1y, YYBCTBYSI, UTO €CJIM OCTAHOBJIIOCH, OOJIbIIIE HE CMOTY C/eJiaTh HH Iara.

— AHHa! — OKJIMKaeT OH MeHsI.

Sl ¢ HazekI0M MOBOPAYMBAIOCh M CMOTPIO B €T0 OTHEHHBIE I71a3a.
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— IlpuBeny cebsi B MOPSIOK, CETOIHS CTAPUK YCTparBaeT yXKUH U XOUYET BUIETh BCEX JIOPIOB
C JKEHaAMH.

— Jla, MOl KHSI3b, — KMBAIO M BHIXOKY U3 KOMHATHI.

[TpukaapBaio PyKH B )KMBOTY U FOBOPIO IIETIOTOM, 00paIasch K CBOeMY OyIyIeMy ChIHY:

— OH He y3Haer o Tebe.
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Tenepr Mo KU3HB pa3jeneHa Ha "10" 1 "nocine”. Mo ApakoH npeaan MeHs.

DTa MBIC/Ib HE YKJIa/IbIBaeTcsl B cO3HaHUU. CJIOBHO CTEHA, MOIIIHAS U KPEIKas CTeHa, 3a KOTO-
PO s TIPATAJIaCh OT KECTOKOTO M Oe3KaJIOCTHOrO MHpa, Terepb pa3pylleHa, U 3a Hell BOeT BeTep,
MTPOHU3BIBAS 10 CAMBIX KOCTE MO€ XPYITKOE TeJIO.

Croro0 BO3JIE ABEPU U HE MOTY CIAEPXKaTh CJIE3bl, KaTAIIMECS U3 I1a3. B rojoBe OrmyImmTenbHO
I'POMKO MYJILCUPYET KPOBb. § XBaTaloCh pyKaMu 3a BUCKU M CAECPKUBAIO OOJIE3HEHHYIO IPOXKb, BOJI-
HAMHU [TPOKATHIBAIOIILYIOCS 10 TEIy.

Cripliry HU3KHI FOJIOC MOETO KHSA351, TPUITYLIEHHbIN [JIOTHBIMU JIBEPbMU, U CIIEAOM 32 3TUM,
3JIMBUCTBIN JeBUYMI cMeX. Heyxkenu oHu erie cMeroTcst Halo MHOR?

Boxe, Kak e CTBIIHO.

KasH, nouyemMy sxe Thl Tak kKeCTOK?

Kak Bcst &13HB, TIOHATHAS U pa3MepeHHAst KM3Hb, KOTOPAast TOJIbKO CErofiHsI YTPOM ObLIa TaK
0e3MsTeKHA, MOXKET Pa3pyLIUThCS B OAMH MOMEHT?

['motato cie3bl ¥ ¢ ycuareM [Jelaio 1iar mpoys OT JBepei, 32 KOTOPhIMU MO UCTUHHBINA pas3-
BJIEKAeTCsI cpa3y C TpeMsl IeBYIIKAMHU.

Bosbitie Bcero Ha cBeTe MHE XOUeTCsl, YTOObl OH pacraxHyl cefuac ABepU U OKJIMKHYJ MeHS,
YTOOBI CKa3aJl KAKME-TO CJIOBA, KOTOPbIE BCe OOBSICHAT, BCE YIAAT, YCIIOKOAT MEHSI.

Kakas rimynas, abcypnHas ¥ Heserniasi MbIC/b. JleTCKoe jKkeJlaHue 3aKphITh IJ1a3a U CleNiaTh B/,
YTO HUYETO HE ObLIO.

Ho Beap ono Obut0. Bbulo U ecTh ceifyac. B ronoBe BCbIIKAMU BO3HUKAIOT HEMPOIIEHHbIE
KApTHHBI.

JleBUYbY pyKH 3apbIBAIOTCS B TSKENbIE BOJIOCH HA FOJIOBE MOETO KHS3SI.

Ero B3, nosHbliA BIACTHOTO Mpe3peHusi. BriepBele s Buena Takoi B3IV MOETo JPaKOHa,
oOpaleHHbI Ko MHe. Jlake OMHO BOCIIOMHHAHME 00 3TOM XJIEIIET MEHs, CJIOBHO KHYT, pa3uparo-
WA HEKHYIO KOXKY, OCTaBJIsisl KpOBaBble PyOIIbl, HE3KMBAIOIIME PaHbl HA CepIIIe.

Sl Me/ITIeHHO CTyTIal 110 MATKOMY KOBpY, He pa30upast IOPOrH, CJIYTH OTXOJISAT MOJIANIbIIE, eBa
YBUJIEB MEHSI.

B 3amke cTosbko Jiioei, HO 1 3[1eCh COBEpIIIeHHO ofiHa. YUTo MHe JienaTh Ternepn?

Morua yiiTi B CBOIO KOMHATY U CUAETh TaM B OIMHOYECTBE, OXKHJasl, KOrJa MpPUIET KHS3b,
MPECHITUBILIUCH CBOUMHU JICBULIAMU ?

Tenepp Tak Oymer Bcerma? OH OyaeT pa3BiieKaThCsl, YTONsIsl CBOU TMOTPEOHOCTH, a s Oymy
TIOKOPHO JKJIaTh €0, MPUXOPANINBAsCh IS CBETCKUX MPHEMOB, HA KOTOPBIX OH OyJeT XBacTaThCs
Moel KpacoToi repeji CBOMMU BHICOKOPOAHBIMU POJCTBEHHUKAMU?

[Tpoxoast Mumo rajniepeu, Opocaio B3IJIsi/1 HA KAPTUHBI ApakoHOB. 3aeck otel] KasHa, nen Kasna,
npajen, nparpajes 1 emie AecATh MOKOJIEHUI ero npeakoB. 1 BUXKy B UX I71a3ax TO, Yero He BUesa
panbinie. HacMelnky, mpe3puTesibHO CKaThle TyObI, CJIOBHO ObI TOTOBSITCSI CKa3aTh MHE KaKyl0-TO YHU-
3UTEJIbHYI0 Ta10cTh. Yero s He Bujena panbine? Heyxenn oH HUKoraa He moowt MeHs? He mory B
9TO MOBEPUTD.

OTBOpaYMBaOCh OT MOPTPETOB, U UYBCTBYIO, UTO BCE MOKOJIEHUs1 CaHAepCOB CMEITCS MHE B
CIIUHY.

— HauBnas rirynas jeBovka, — CJIOBHO Obl TOBOPSIT OHU, — HEYKEeJIU ThI yMaJia, YTo )KUBEIllb
B BOJMIIEOHON CKa3Ke?

B komHate MeHs yxe OXMAAT MOMOIIHUIILL. HensmeHHble MaTh U J04ka. YepHOBOJIOCHE,
HU3EHbKUE 10)KaHKH, TTOXOKHE JIPYT Ha Ipyra, Kak JIBe Karuti BOJbI, C TOU JIUIIb Pa3HUILICH, UTO OTHA,
crapiie Apyrou, JeT Ha ABalAaTh.
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He cnpammBasi MeHs1, OHM yXke pa3okWIA OAEkITy, YKpaIIeH!s], U BCe, YTO HYKHO JJIs TOTO,
YTOOBI IPUTOTOBUTH MEHS K IPsAYyIIEMY Beuepy v 6e33a00THO 1mededyT o 4eM-To. JJOKHO OBbITh,
0OCYK/IaI0T MEHSI.

EnBa s1 BXOXKy, OHM 3aMOJIKAIOT, CJIOBHO TIO KOMaHJIE.

— Yrt0 Xe BBl 3aMOTYAIH, POJIOIKANTE, — TOBOPIO 5.

— Kusruns, He oOpaiaiite BHUIMaHHsI, Mbl O CBOEM, BPsifI JIU BaM OyJeT 9TO MHTepEeCHO, —
TOBOPUT C YJIBIOKOH CTapiiasi, Kak HM B YeM HU ObIBAJIO.

Sl MBITIIMBO CMOTPIO €1 B I71a3a, HO OHA CMEJIO BBIICPKUBAET MOW B3IJISIII.

Kaxercsi, oHM 1 TIpaB/ia HAYETO HE 3HAIOT.

INoka uro He 3Ha0T. Ho 04eHb ckopo Bce 31ech OyayT HIenTaThes 10 yIilaM, YTO KHsI3b U3Me-
HSIET JKeHE MPAKTUYECKU Y Hee Ha Iia3ax. A CIycCTs ellle Kakoe-TO BpeMsi 00 9TOM Y3HAIOT BCe MpH
ABOpE.

S ctuckuBaio 3yoel. OT OTHOM MBICTH O TOM, Kak s Oyay ceOsi YyBCTBOBaThb, 3Hasl, YTO BCE
BOKPYT HACMEXAIOTCs HAJI0 MHOM, Cep/iiie HaunHaeT O0JIe3HEHHO HbITh.

— YT0-TO CITyYnsIOCh? — cripanmBaeT AMamsi, — Bbl OUeHb OJICHBI, ¥ 7132 TOKPACHEIH, ,.

— Iloxo cnana, — TOBOPIO 51 M CAKYCh Mepe]] TyaJIeTHBIM CTOJIMKOM, — $1 BCSI Ballla, MOXeTe
npuctynarh. KHsI3b Besiesl IOTOPONHTHCS.

IToka OHM AenalT MHE NPUYECKY, MOJKPAIIMBAIOT JIMLO U OJIEBAIOT, 51 CJIOBHO ObI BIAJAI0 B
OLIETIEHEHNE, TIEPECTaB YyBCTBOBATh XOTh YTO-TO.

UepHoe oTuasiHKE MPOJIe3aeT B MOIO IyIITy, CJIOBHO THXHiA O€3)KaTOCTHBIN yOHiilla, U OCTaeTcs
TaM, HACTOPOKEHHO BBIKMJAS CBOETO vaca.

— Bce rotoBo! — HakoHell, TOBOPUT AMaJvsi, — MOTI0OYHTECh.

SI cMOTpIO B 3epKajio Ha CBOE OTPaXeHHUE U HE MOTY MOBEPUTb, UTO BBIIVISIKY TAKOM CBEKEH,
HATOJIHEHHOM KU3HBIO, TAKOW I0HOM KpacuBoi. D10 He 5. Tenepb 310 He . Eme Buepa, misas Ha
ce0s1 B 3epKaJio s Moria Obl TIOBEPUTh B PEAIbHOCTh CBOETO oTpaxkeHus. Ho Teneph OHO Kaxercs
MHE 0OMaHOM.

Kauaro royioBoii, 1 6e3yrnpevHo yJI0KeHHbIE CBETIIbIE JIOKOHBI OT3BIBAIOTCS HA 3TO JIETKOE JIBU-
KEHUe.

— Kak ke Bbl KpacuBbl, KHATWHS, — C BOCXUIIICHUEM T'OBOPUT AMasiusl, — KHS3b YIaJET B
0OMOPOK, KOTJIa BaC yBHUIHT.

— K#s3b? — cripammBaro s1, CJIOBHO OBl M3 TIOJTyCHA. B cepiiiie BoH3aeTcst OCTpoe Kajio MaMsITH,
CHOBA BOCKpeIliasi B COZHaHUU 0e300pa3HyIo CIICHY.

SI HEpBHO CIJIATHIBAIO.

— OcraBbTe MeHs1, MoXKaIyicTa, — roBOPIO f.

OHM MOCTIeNTHO COOMPAIOT BEIlX U MOKUJIAI0T MO KOMHATy. CTaHOBUTCS THXO, O€3:)KU3HEHHO
Y TyCTO. 31eCh TOJIBKO 51 U MOs1 60i1b. [1o HarmyIpeHHOI IIeke CTeKaeT OJIMHOKAS cJie3a, sIpKo OyecTs
Ha COJTHIIE, POOUBAIOIIEMCS] B MOE OKHO.

Korpia nBepb OTKpbIBaeTcs, sl B3paruBaio BCEM TEJIOM.

[ToBepHYBIIUCH, 1 BUKY BXOASAIIETO KO MHE KHS3S.

Ha nurie ero 6e33a00THast yibIOKa.

— $1 Hazier0Ch, THI yKe YCIIOKOMIIACh, TIOOOBL MOsI? — BeceJIo CIIpallfBaeT OH, eIBa MepecTy-
TUB TIOPOT.

10
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OH yxe oIeT B CBOI Oe3ynpeuHblil KOCTIOM, UIeaTbHO CUASIINN HA €r0 MOIIIHOM MYCKYJIMCTOM
teste. ['ycThie TeMHBIE BOJIOCHI JIOCHSITCS 3J0POBBIM OsieckoM. Ha ero MykecTBEeHHOM JIUIIe TPSIeTCs]
TeHb CaMOJIOBOJIbHOM YBbIOKHU. OH 3HAET, YTO BRIVISIAUT Oe3ylpevHo, Kak U MoIoxkeHo KHs3lo CaH-
Jepcy, eAMHCTBEHHOMY OTIPBICKY CaMOW MOIIHOW JIMHUU JPAKOHOB, OJMKEe BCEX CTOSIIEN K MOf-
JIMHHOW UMIIePaTOPCKON KPOBH, MOCJIE CAMOT0 UMIIEpaTopa, KOHEUHO.

Mol KHA3b CBEX, JOBOJIEH JKU3HBIO U, MOXOXKE, HE MCIBITHIBAET HA MAaJEHIIEro HaMeKa Ha
yI'PbI3EHUE COBECTH.

Hecmotps Ha TO, 4TO OH BXOAUT B KOMHATY HE CIIellla, OILIYIIeHNe TaKoe, YTO OH BpPbIBAETCH,
MOJI00HO OeleHOMY TIOTOKY BOjibl. EjiBa CTOMT eMy MOSIBUTHCS Ha TIOpOre, OH 3arlojHseT COOO0M BCe
JOCTYITHOE MYCTOe MPOCTPAHCTBO.

— 4 By THI Ayenib ryOku, cynpyra mMosi, — 6e33a00THO TOBOPUT OH, U MOJO/ISI K MOEMY
TYyaJIETHOMY CTOJIUKY, OepeT MeHs 3a PyKY, XOJIO/s LIEPEMOHUAIbHBIMU NEPCTHSAMU, YHU3BIBAIOIIIUMU
€r0 MAaJIbILIbI.

S1 xouy OTHEpHYTh PYKY, HO OH JEPKUT KPEMNKO, He MO3BOJISIs MHE BHIPBATHCHL.

— Thl ke He OyJellb ycTpauBarh ClieH, MUJIasi? — CIIpAIMBAaeT OH HU3KUM TIIyXUM TOJIOCOM,
1esnyst Moo pyky. OT 3T0ro rosnoca Bce BHYyTPY MeHsI CJIOBHO ObI ITPOCHINAETCs, K MECTO OLIETIEHeHU s,
B KOTOPOM s MIPOBEJIa 3TO YTPO, MOCTENEHHO 3aHUMaeT Apyroe 4yBcTBO. [Ioka s ellie He 3Hal0, 4TO
3T0. $1 TONBKO 1y, KOT/Ia CIISIIUI ByJIKaH BHYTPU MEHS MPOCHETCSI.

Sl nonro He OTPHIBAIO B3MJIsAA OT €r0 CBETSIIMXCS BHYTPEHHUM CBETOM JIPAKOHBUX IJ1a3 U UyB-
CTBYIO, UTO 3apOK/AI0IIAsICS KM3Hb BHYTPU MEH:I, MOU ChIH, Oynyiuii HacaeqHUK KaHa oT3biBaercs
Ha 3TOT B3MJISI, U TIO MOEMY TeJly CJIOBHO Obl pa3IMBaeTCsl COJTHEUHBIN CBET, 3arOHSISI KKAbINA yro-
JIOK MOETO Cepiia, 3ajieunBasi CBeKUe IIIPaMbl B MOEH JyIlie.

Moii HepoXJeHHbIE elle ChIH YyBCTBYET OJIM30CTh CBOETO OTIIA, eCJIU Obl TOJIbKO KasH 3Haut. ..

— 4 He MoHMMaIO, KHS3b, IOYEMY ThI TaK KECTOK, — TOBOPIO 51, UYyBCTBYS, KAaK OH HaBHUCAeT
HaJI0 MHOH, CJIOBHO Tropa. To, 4To paHblile BOJTHOBAJIO MEHSI U 3aCTaBJIsIO TPENeTaTh OT KeJaHus,
Ternepb BhIHYKAAET MEHsI OTCTPAHSIThCS, MATUTLCS Ha3al. 1 xouy ucue3HyTh, yOeKarh, CKPhITbCS OT
ero B3MJIsAJa, HEe UysTh €ro 3arax, He OIIyaTh MPUKOCHOBEHHE ero MajbleB K MOEH pykKe.

— 41 He xecTOK, MUJIasi ’KeHa, 51 BCEro JIMIIIb BBIMOIHSIIO CBOM JOJT nepe] Moer TuHuel. 5 Obut
yBEpEeH, UTO THI MOWMEITh MeHsI U He OyJielllb yCTpauBaTh UCTEPUK Ha JOSIX.

— IIpoctu mens, Kasu, s1 He moHuMalo, Kax s J0JKHA ObLlIa OTpearupoBarhb. BT MOXET, eciu
Obl THI TPEAYTIPEANI MEHSI, YTO COOMpPACIIbCSI IPUBECTH B HAIII JOM TPeX JEBOK C YJIMILIbI M CHOILIATHCS
C HUMH, TOKa 51 TOTOBJIOCh K Beyepy B MMIIEPATOPCKOM JBOpIIe, 1 Obl OTpearnpoBaja Kak-To Mo-
apyromy. Kak pazymHas xeHa.

Sl 9yBCTBYIO, YTO MOM CJIOBA TIOJIHBI si1a, ¥ MHE HpaBUTCS 3T0. Eciv Obl y MeHs. ObUTH 3yObl, 1
sI MOIJIA UCTIOJb30BATh UX MPOTHUB KHsI34, s1 Obl HE 33 ]yMbIBaJIach Baxkbl. Celiyac OH OBl yxke JIexa
Ha KOBpE, OTPABJICHHBIN SI0M U TPOCUJI O MOIIAJIe.

ITo teny npoGerator Gone3HeHHble Mypaliki. Yto 310 3a Meiciu? Heyxenu 310 s aymaio u
roBOpIO?

— 4 He y3Hal0 TeOsi, AHHA, — TEHb JIETKOTO YIWBJICHUs TIaJaeT Ha €ro JIMIO U OH KPUBUT
ryObl, YXMBUIKA YIPOKAET MEPEUTH B JKECTOKYI0 HACMEIIIKY, — Thl BCErjia ObUIa TaKOW MOKOPHOM,
Takol OOroOOSI3HEHHOM, TAKOM. .. MpaBUIbHOM. Kak ke Thl MOXelllb TOBOPUTH CO CBOMM JIPAKOHOM
B TaKOM TOHe?

— A s He y3Haio Tebs1 KasH, — mbITaloch OTBETUTD 1.

Ho oH HaruGaeTcs eliie cuiibHee U KacaeTcs MajibllaMi MOETO IOI00PO/IKA, & TOTOM ITOJHUMAET
MOE JIUILIO, BJIACTHBIM JKECTOM.
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— MHe HpaBUTCS 3TOT OT'OHb, — TOBOPUT OH, — HO MPHUOEPETrH ero Jisi OCTEITH, OH MOHA0-
outcs Tede ceroHs HOYbIO, YTOOBI 51 3a0paJt ero, Muasl.

B nepBoe MrHoBeHue €ro cjioBa BOJIHYIOT MO€ CEpAlle, OT3bIBAasICh HA HUX IPUBBIYHOMN TATOW
TUIOTH, HO CITYCTSl MUHYTY B CO3HAaHME BPE3al0TCsl KAPTHUHBI CETOAHSIITHETO yTpa.

OH BiIajieeT MHOM, KaK CBOE COOCTBEHHOCTBIO. DTa MBIC/Ib IPOHOCUTCS B MOEH roJIoBe BIEep-
BbIE 3a TPU rofa. §l s Hero BCero JIMIb MHCTPYMEHT, TaKOH ke KaK BCe OCTAJIbHbIE.

— 3aueM? — crnpammmBam 5, — Belb Thl YK€ HallleJl TeX, KTO MoAapuT TeOe HacIeqHUKA.
BrIxonut, TpaTtuTh AparolieHHOE ceMsl ApaKoHa Ha MEHsI HET CMBICIIA.

OH npoBOAMT MAJIBIIEM 10 MOUM TI'y0aM, IOTOM HaKJIOHSIETCS U LiesyeT B 1ieio. OT 3Toro cepaie
Moe HaYMHaeT OUThCs Yarie. Ero cuiibHble pyKH MPUTATUBAIOT MEHs K ceOe U 51 9yBCTBYIO BKYC €r0
ry0 Ha CBOMX ry0ax.

— To1 Bcerga Oyzenib Moel ICTUHHOM, — PBIYUT OH MHE Ha YXO, — M Bcer/a Oy/elb 1eaTh
TO, YTO 51 XOUYy.

1 3Ha10, YTO HEe MOTY BBIPBAThCs U3 ero XxBaTku. Ho ciioBa cBOOOIHO pBYTCS HAPYKY, HE BCTpe-
Yasi OOJIbIIIE MPETSITCTBHA.
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5

— ToI nemyer» MeHs TeMH ke Ty0amMH, KOTOPBIMH LIEJIOBAJI TPEX CBOMX JIEBOK. Thl IPUXOAMIIIL
KO MHE, M TOBOPHIIIb CO MHOH, Kak cO CBOEW Belllbio. Thl IIEeMYelb MHE Ha YXO CJIOBA, KOTOpBIE
TOJIBKO YTO IenTai uM. To, 4To GOrM JpaKkoHBI IAPOBAIM HaM, KaK MCTMHHOE OJ1aro, CriocoOHOe
3apOIUTh HOBOT'O JPAKOHA U 1aTh NOUIMHHOE ITPOJOJIKEHNE TBOE JIMHUH, Thl CMEIIMBACIIb C TPS3bIO,
paau cBoeid MpuxoTu. Thl HUUEM He JIydllle IPOCTOMIOIMHOB, KOTOPBIE OIPAB/BIBAIOT CBOIO MOXOTh
Y UCIIOPYEHHOCTh, HEBO3MO)KHOCTBIO CIEPKATh MOPHIB IUIOTH. OCTaBb CBOU MOLETYH 1S OyLynX
Mmarepeii cBoux aeteil, Kasn. OcTaBb [17151 HUX ¥ CBOU CJIOBA, TaM OHU JIATYT B Kyza 6osiee 61aroilaTHyo
U IJIONOTBOPHYIO NOYBY. A ceituac yoepu OT MEHsI CBOU PYKH.

$1 roBOpIO BCE 3TO U YYBCTBYIO, UTO CEPALIE MOE KOJIOTUTCS KaK O€IlIeHOe, CIOBHO 51 MAJICHbKUIA
OJIeHb, KOTOPbIN OSKHUT OT XUIIHUKA, U [IOT1aB B 3aIla/JHIO, pelllaeT AaTh OTIOP B Oe3HAAEKHOM Jpake.
A 3Hat0, uto U1 KasHa Mou ciioBa 3T0 AETCKUI JIETIET, HO CKa3aTh UX IS MEHs JIeJI0 MOEH JKEHCKOM
YECTH.

Kak s u oxupnato, Kasu e ycmexaercs.

— VYOparb pykH, rOBOpHIlIb? — TOBOPHUT OH U B T0JIOCE €r0 3BYUYMT CIUIAB CTAJIU U )KECTOKON
HAaCMElIKH, KOTOPOH 51 Tak OO0I0Ch.

KasH H orryckaer MeHs M NOAXOAMK K OKHY. HeBbiHOCHMO fonro anaures naysa. OH MoTuur,
SIBHO UCTIBITBIBAsI MOe TeprieHre. MoyaHue AMTCs Tak J0Jro, YTo s ke HAYMHAI0 COMHEBAThCS B
CBOMX CJIOBaX, YTO y)KacaeT MeHs ellle OoJbllle, YeM MOTYaHUe KHS35.

Yro 51 genato? Panbine st Obl HE MOCMerNa U OTHOTO CJIOBA CKa3aTh MPOTHUB €ro BOJIH.

S cMOTpIO Ha €ro MOIIHBIA CHITyST BOMHA, OYEPUEHHBIN COJTHEUHBIM CBETOM Ha (POHE OKHa U
MHE CTAaHOBHUTCS CTPAIHO OJJMHOKO. S 4yBCTBYI0, YTO CBOOO/IA U YBEPEHHOCTb, C KOTOPOW sl TOBOPUJIA
9TU CJIOBA, OKMHYJIM MEHs, OCTABUB HAEIMHE C €ro ONTYLIAIOIIMM MOJYaHHEM.

W TyT OH HauMHAET TOBOPUTH, U KAXKI0€ €ro CJIOBO METKO PaHUT MEHS B CaMO€e CepAlie.

— Ecii OBl THI JaJ1a MHE HACJIEJHUKA, KaK Thl TOBOPUILb, HICTUHHOTO IPaKoHa, AHHA, MHE Obl
HE MOTpeOOBAJIOCH TPUIJIAIIATH THX JIEBYIIEK. Y TeOs ObUIO JOCTATOYHO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI BHIMOJIUTh
y 6oroB HacieaHuKa. Eciii Tel He cymena 3To cenarh, Cyrnpyra Mosi, 3HaUUT Thl HEIOCTAaTOUHO CTa-
pasack. boru BUAAT, 4TO HET MOEH BUHBI B TOM, YTO MOSI )KeHa OKa3aJlach HECTIOCOOHOH MPOIOIKUTh
MO¥ poa. boru Tak ke BUAAT U TO, UTO 51 He OTKA3aJICs OT TeOsl, He OTIPaBMII TeOst 0OpaTHO, K TBOEMY
OTILy ¥ MaTepH, YTOObI OHU JJO)KMBAJIU 3aKaT CBOEM XKMU3HU C OCO3HAHUEM TOT'0, UTO UX JJOUb HEYTOHA
ooram. {I cnacato TeOs1 OT 1Mo30pa, 51 3ALTUIIAI0 TeOsI, 51 BEJUKOAYIIIHO MPUHIMAIO TBOIO YIIIEPOHOCTS,
HO BMECTO OJIarOJapHOCTH $1 MOJTYYalo JIUIIb MOPLHMIO €AKOTrO 5712, U3PhIraéMOro U3 TBOMX HEYTOJHBIX
6oram yct. Thl, moxoxe, 3a0bUIach, 1 MPUHUMAEIIh MOIO TOOPOTY ¥ MATKOCEp/IeUHe 3a ITyIOCTb.

— 41 Bcero uib XoTena...

— TloTpyauch moMoyarh X0Tsi Obl MHHYTY, KOT/IA 51 TOBOPIO, — OTpE3aeT OH.

— 41 3Hat0, yero ThI X0oTesna. JKuTh Kak 6e33a00THAsI CTPEKO3a, IIepesieTaloIas ¢ OHOTO IIBETKA
Ha JIpyroy, HaOMBaTh CBOI0 MAJIEHbKYIO MIJIYIO TOJIOBKY IVIyIIOCTSIMU U CYEBEPUSIMU, LIETIbIMU JTHAMU
HarpoJieT pasroBapuasi ¢ Buktopom o npeanazHayeHun. Ho ckosbko Obl Tl HU CTapajiach, TBOM
yCUIIUSI He TIPUBEYT HU K YeMy, KpoMe pazouapoBanus. [JaBHO mopa nmpu3HaTh 310, AHHa. Thl Oec-
TUIO/IHA, U 51 OyAy pemiars MpoOieMsl Tak, Kak jgomkeH. Korga Tel mo3HakomuInbCs ¢ JIKeCCHKOH,
Codueii u Enenoit, Tel ofiMelInib, 4To OHK He Bparu Tede. OHM 31ech, YTOOBI clIacTH TeOs OT 1Mo30pa.
OHM TOTOBBI IOKEPTBOBATH CBOMMU JKU3HAMM, TOJIBKO OBl ThI ITPEACTAsa Mepe MUMIEePaTOPOM YecT-
HOW K€HOU, YromqHO! OoramM, CriocOOHOW MPUHECTH KHSI3I0 HACIEIHUKA.

— Onu He Oy T UCTUHHBIMH JIPAKOHAMH, — IIEN4y 5, — WX AETH HaBCerJa OCTaHYTCs MOIy-
KpOBKaMHu, OacTapaamu, ecd He 1o (haMIJI|H, TO MO CyTU. TBOs JIMHKSA OCJJa0HeT U B OyAylleM Bce
NpUBEIET K YHaJKy.
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— A 410 THl MHE TNpejyiaraeiib? — BIPYT B3PbIBAETCS OH SIPOCThIO, — Thl HE OCTABUJIA MHE
BBIOOpa, AHHA, THI 3aBejia MEHsI B 3TOT TYNHK, U3 KOTOPOTO 1 HAIlleJl €MHCTBEHHBI BO3MOKHBIH
BbIX0/1. M1 3TO TBO#I BBIOOP, ClleNaTh MX YaCThIO CEMbH, WIIM YTOHYTh B COOCTBEHHBIX KalpH3ax U 3ro-
WCTUYHBIX TPeOOBAHMSIX, KOTOPbIE HEBO3MOXHO BBITIOHUTS. Jlydlre ciadbie OTIPBICKH, YeM OTCYT-
crBue ux. Y THl mpuMenIb W AeByIIeK U MX OyayIiux AeTedl v Oydellb BOCHHTHIBATH ITHX JIETeH,
KaK CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX M JIIOOUTh MX MaTepel, Kak CBOMX cecTep. [leTcTBO KoHUMI0Cch, AHHA, Mopa
IIPUHUMATh B3POCIIbIE B3BEIIEHHbIE PELICHUS.

— A Kak ke 1000Bb? — CIpalBaio 51, 9yTh HE IJIava.

OH noBopauMBaeTcsi KO MHe, Jepka PyKM 3a COMHOW. Sl efBa MOry BUIETh €0 JIMLO, U3 3a
SIPKOT'O COJIHLIA, MEIIAIOLIETO CMOTPETb.

— Mos m000Bb K TeOe sipue, YeM CBET ITOTO CONHIIA, — TOBOPHUT OH, ¥ K CBOEMY YIUBJICHHIO,
sl He CJIBIIIY B €ro CJIOBaX M HaMeKa Ha HacMellIKy. $1 moTpsceHHO 0OHapyKHUBalo, YTO B €0 CIOBaX
3BYUHUT rOpeyYb.

Msue xoueTcsi BCTaTh U yTEIIUTh €ro, U3BUHUTHCS TEPesl HUM, CKa3aTh, UTO s ObUla HEIpaBa,
3ar71aIMTh CBOIO BUHY XOTh Kak-To. [Tooemars, 4To 5 Haiiy OOUMid S3bIK C 3TUMMU ...

Ho norom mHe B royioBy NpUXOOUT Apyrast MbiCib. MbICTIb KOTOpasi KaKeTCsl MHE Ha MepBbIi
B3[JIsA]] NAPaJOKCAIbHON. MBIC/Ib, KOTOpasi IEpeBOPauMBAaET BCE, YTO OH TOJBKO UTO CKas3all, C HOT
Ha r'oJIOBY.
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— A 4TO, €CJM THI JieIaellb 3TO He AJIs TOro, YTOObI 3aIUTUTh MeHs1, Kasn? — cnpammsario s
Y BCTAIO PSJIOM C MYKEM, 3ariisiibIBasi B €ro APaKOHbH I71a3a, KOTOPBIE TAK CHJIBHO JIIOOJIO IO MPek-
HEMy.

OH BONpOCHTETBHO U3rndaeT OPOBb U 51 BUKY, KaK OH HApsraeTcsl BCeM TeJIOM, CJIOBHO XHIII-
HUK, FTOTOBbIIA HAOPOCUTBCS Ha KEPTBY.

— YTo0, eciu ThI JieJIaelb 3T0, IIOTOMY YTO OOMIIIBCS, YTO JIEJIO BOBCE HE BO MHE, U HE B TOM,
4TO 51 HeyrogHa 6oram? YUto eciii Bce A€o B TOM, YTO O0ram HeyrofeH Thl, MO KHS3b?

51 BUKyY, 4TO MomnaJia TOYHO B Liesib. OJIHaKo B OTBET HA MOM CJIOBA KHS3b XMYPUTCS U IIPE3pU-
TeJIbHO OpocaerT:

— JlpakoH He MOXeT OBbITh HeYTOfIeH O0raM, OH 10 CBOEH CyTH, BCET1a SIBJISETCS TPOBOJHUKOM
ux BOJU. ] ThICSIYy pa3 1aBaji Tebe BO3MOXKHOCTh YOenuThesl B 3TOM. PaszBe He Tak? DTu clioBa moutn
6oroxynbctBO. Tebe cTorno Obl 00yMaTh UX, MPEkKIE YeM ITPOU3HOCHUTD BCIYX.

CnoBa ero 3ByuyaT YBEpPEHHO, MMEHHO TaK KaK U JOJUKHBI 3BydyaTh CJIOBA MOIYILIECTBEHHOIO
apakoHa. Ho o maneiimmm nu3MeHeHUsAM B ero MUMUKE U B TOM, KaK OH JEPKUT PYKH, 51 IOHUMAIO,
YTO MBICJIb 9Ta IPUXOJIMJIA EMY B I'0JIOBY He pa3. Kak oH Mor noaenuTbes 3Toi MbIC/IbIO co MHOM? Benp
ecsi Obl OH CIeJIall 3TO, OH Obl yIaJsl B MOUX Iia3ax. Kak ke, BeIMKUIA KHsA3b-APAKOH, U UCIIBITBIBAET
COMHEHHUSI B TOM, UTO yrofeH 6oram. Her, nenuthbcsi TogoOHBIMY CTpaxaMi MOM KHSI3b TOYHO HE CTaJ
Obl. I He TOJIBKO cO MHOM, HO ¥ ¢ BUKTOpOM, HalllMM KPELOM U MPeJCTABUTENIEM CBATOTO KyJIbTa
ApaKkoHa B HaIllEM 3aMKe.

— A THI YBEpeH, YTO BCE JieJIaelllb IPaBHIbHO, MY MOW? — CIpallMBaIO 5 €ro, MpoAosiKas
CMOTpETh B €ro IJla3a, — YTO €M Thl ommobaenibesi? UTo, eciy MpuBeCTH B IOM THX AEBYIIEK
OBUIO OIMOKOM, KOTOpasi MOKET pa3pylIUTh BCE, YTO MBI ¢ TOOOM cTpowui 31u roapl? [IpesacraBs Ha
MIHOBEHME, YTO YYBCTBYIO 5. Pa3Be B cep/iie TBOe He 3aKpa/IbIBAIOTCSl COMHEHM S, KOTJa Thl PAHUIb
camyio OJIM3KYI0 TeOe AylTy — CBOIO UCTHHHYIO?

Sl 4yBCTBYI0, UTO €CJIM ceyac OH OTBETUT Ha MOW BOIIPOC YECTHO, €CJIU OH MOKAKET, YTO €ro
CaMoro Tep3aloT COMHeHUs. Eciau cMokeT nepecTynuTh 4epe3 CBOI0 IOpIOCTb M MPUCITYIIATHCA K
CBOEMY CepIILLy, JIOBEPUTHCS TOM JIOOBU UTO ObIa MEKILy HAMHU Bee 9TU rofpl. Eci oH cMoxker cka-
3aTh [IPaBAYy MHE B IJ1a3a, 51 OTKPOIO EMY IPaB.y O ChIHE, KOTOPBII TeNeph )KUBET y MEHs O] CEPALIEM.

$1 4yBCTBYI0, UTO €111 eCTh IIAHC, YTO 51 CMOT'Y IIPOCTUTD €0, €CTh ILIAHC, YTO 5 CMOTY MpeACTa-
BUTb, YTO TO, YTO OH CJEJa] — 3TO OTYasHHBIN ILIar 3ayTaBILIerocs B cede yesoBeKa, a He XUTpas
YJIOBKA, JJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI YCTPOUTH TapeeM B MOEM JI0OMe U 3aCTaBUTh MEHSI CMUPHUTHCS C STHM.

41 TBepno yBepeHa, 4to 60ru He OarocioBUIM OBl TO, UTO caenan Kasx. U ceuperenscTBoM ux
O1aroCKJIOHHOCTH CITYKUT HacJeAHUK KHs3s1 Canziepca, cepiiie KOTOporo s 9yBCTBYIO B cebe.

KHs3b konebnercs. B 370 MrHOBEeHHE MHE KaKeTcsl, YTO OH OCO3HAET BaKHOCTb CBOETO OTBETA.
Sl my, 4TO OH CKaXkeT ¢ 3aMUpPaHUEM CepALia.

Kax Tos1bKO OH HauMHAeT FOBOPUTD. 1 IO €ro TOHY YYBCTBYIO, UTO BCEe OE3BO3BPATHO MOTEPSHO.
OH He nepectynuT 4yepe3 cedsl.

— $1 HUKOI/Ia M HU B YeM He COMHeBaloch, AHHA. U eciu 1 IpUHSJ pellieHne — 3HaYuT OHO
ObLJIO B3BELIEHHbIM, OOJyMaHHbIM U YTOIHbIM Ooram. B mpoTrBHOM citydae 51 Obl IPOCTO OTKA3aJICsA
OT 3TOM UJIeN, — OTPE3aeT OH U OTXOIUT OT OKHA. OCTaBUB MEHsI HaeJJHE C COJTHLIM, KOTOPOE Terepb
HEMIJIOCEPAHO ObET MHE B JIMILIO, CJIOBHO ObI HAKA3bIBAsI MEHSI 32 MOIO IJTYITyI0 HaIeKy.

— W THI fyMaenb, 4TO s IPOCTO MPUMY 3TO KaK €CTh? — CHpAIIMBAIO 51, IOBOPAYUBAsCh K
HEMy.

— A Kakoii y Te0s1 ecTh BHIOOp, Toporast Mosi? — CIpanMBaeT OH, — Thl MOsI JKeHa M MOSI
WCTHHHAsI — 3Ty CBSI3b HE Pa3opBaTh. Thl TMOO CMUPSIEIIBCS C TEM, UTO S AENal0, TMOO0 MPOBOAMIIIL
CBOIO XKM3Hb B INIyXOM OJJMHOYECTBE, IJie-HUOY/Ib B IOMeCTbhe CBoMX poxuteneid. He qymaro, 4Tto Thl
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BeIOEpeIIb 1151 ceOs1 Takor myTh. Kakoil Ob1 HAOOKHOMW ThI HU ObLIa, TeOe HPaBUTCS ObIBATH B CBETE
Y HPaBUTCS KPacoBaThCs U OJIIUCTATh B OOIIECTBE.

— Tbl Tak yBepeH?

OH MoaXoAUT KO MHE 1 OepeT MOoe JIMIIO B CBOM JIQ/IOHHU.

— Tl npuHaAsIeKUIL MHE, AHHA, — TUXO FTOBOPUT OH U 51 YyBCTBYIO €r0 JbIXaHHE HA CBOUX
ry0ax, a ero pyku, IpuKacaroliyecs K HeKHOM KOjke Ha MOeM JIHiie, OyIopaxaT MeHsl, — TaK PelvIn
6oru. Ho naxe eciu Obl OHM PEelIAIM WHAYe U He COONAroBOJIMIN C/IeiaTh TeOsl MOel UCTUHHOM, 5
Obl HE TOXKaJIeNl IPOXKUTD THICSIY OJIMHOKHMX M O€3paIOCTHBIX KU3HEH, YTOOBI TOJIbKO UMETh IIaHC
CTaTh TBOMM MCTUHHBIM.

OH 1iestyeT MeHsI B TyObl U 51 YyBCTBYIO, KaK OOKHUTAIOIIHIA OTOHb JTIOOBU MTPOHOCUTCS 110 BCEMY
MOEMY TeJly, TaK e, KaK 9TO MIPOUCXOAUT BCEra, KOrjaa MO UCTUHHBIN LIeTyeT MEeHSI.

OH OTpBIBaeTCS OT MOMX I'yO U TOBOPUT:

— 41 mo6mio Tebs1, AHHa, OOJIBIIIe CBOEH JKU3HU, HO s BRIHYXK/ICH cliesaTh Te0e OONBHO, YTOOBI
CTIACTH Hac.

— Tol ciacaenb TOJNBKO ceOst, — XO4y OTBETUTD $I, HO MIOHMMAIO, YTO MOM CJIOBA HUYETro He
u3MeHsT. Bo B3MIsi/ie KHSA3S 51 BUKY TOJIBKO TBEPYIO YBEPEHHOCTh B TOM, UTO OH jieniaeT. Ml oTBeTuTh
eMy sl MOT'Y TOJIbKO MomyaHueM. Eciii Obl OH TOJBKO 3HAJ, YTO CKPBIBAETCS 32 HUM.

— Hawm nopa exatb, — roBOpUT OH, ¥ OepeT MeHsI 32 PyKY.

Sl MOKOPHO MLy PSAZOM C HMM, HO UyBCTBYIO, KaK JyIlla MOSI PBETCSI ITPOYb.

Tebe npupetcs noxaners, Kas, HO OyeT MO3AHO YTO JIMOO U3MEHHUTD.
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7

Kapera enet Msrko, Tak 4To s €Ba OLIYIIIAl0 BUOPAIIMIO KOJIEC, CTYYallluX 1Mo MOcToBOM. Kasn
JEP:KUT MEHs 32 PYKY, U CMOTPUT B OKHO CO CBOEH CTOPOHBL. MUMO MPOIUIBIBAIOT UCCYILIEHHBIE OT
HEJOCTaTKa JOXKeH si0yoHeBbie AepeBbs. OHM CJIOBHO Obl pU(MYIOT BCE TIPOU3OIIEIIIEE CErOIHs,
HarMoMHHasi 00 U3MEHUYMBOCTH CYAbObI U O Pa30OUTHIX HAJEKAAX.

O 4yem oH nymaer cenvac? Heyxenu eMy HUUyTh HE 5KaJlb MEHS?

Ha, apakoHsl xkanoctu He 3HaloT. U 310 mpaBuibHO. Ho 51 HUKOrIa He Aymara, 4To 9Ta akcuoMa
MIPOMJIETCA 10 MOEH KU3HU, OCTaBJIss Mocje cedsi OrPOMHYIO TPEIIMHY, KOTOPYIO ykKe He 3a/1esaTh,
He MOYUHUTD, HE CIENATh BU, YTO TaK U ObLIO.

1 Tak rIyOOKO MOrpy:Kach B COOCTBEHHbIE Pa3MBIIIIJICHH S, UTO B3/IparuBai, koraa Kasx Hauu-
HaeT TOBOPUTD.

— CrapuK 4eM-TO B3BOJHOBaH, — TOJIOC €r0 3BYUUT THXO, — TOXOXKe, CETONHS OH cOOMpaeT
Hac, 4TOObl COOOITUTH Ty pHBIE BECTH.

S noBopauuBaCh M CMOTPIO HA ero npoduib. S 3HaI0, YTO JIydllle BCEro MOMYaTh U KIaTh,
KOIJIa OH CaM MPOJOJIKUT TOBOPUTb.

Crapukom Kasn 30BeT nmrneparopa. MHe U3BECTHO, YTO UMIEPATOP CO3BIBAET BCEX KHSA3EU
HEeYyacTo, 0OCOOCHHO B TOCIIeHEe BpeMsi, KOraa ero OoJie3Hb Mporpeccupyer ¢ Takow cuion. OH
OOMTCS TIOKA3bIBATHCS HA JIIOJSX, YTOOBI CIYXU O CEphe3HOCTU €ro Heayra He BBIIUIM 32 Mpe/iesibl
JBOPA, HO CETOIHS SIBHO OCOOEHHBIH JIeHb, KOTJ]a BO3MOXKHBIE PUCKH ITEPEBEITNBAET HEOOXOIUMOCTb.

— Yt0 %€ 3T0 MOXeET ObITh? — HE BBIICPKHUBAIO 1.

— He xotenock Obl myrath Te0s1, AHHA, IOSTOMY TIOKa YTO S BO3AEPKYCh OT MPEINOI0KEHHH.

51 BBICBOOOKAAI0 PYKY U3 PyKU KH:351. OH OBOPAUMBAET JIMIO KO MHE U CMOTPUT MHE B IJ1a3a.

B cepatie, B 3Ty MUHYTY, 3a10/13a€T JIMIKAs U XOJI0AHAs TpeBora. MHe y:ke MPUXOAWIN MUChbMa
OT OTILAa CO CMYTHBIMM NIOAO3PEHUSIMU U TIpeocTepekeHusIMU. OH SBHO XOTeJ CKPBITh MIpaBy, HO
MEJXJIy CTPOK 51 YMTaja BCe, U MOYTH BCe MHE OBbUIO sICHO. ['paHMIIa CHOBA B OMACHOCTH U COBCEM
CKOpPO 3Ta HOBOCTb JOMJIET IO BCEX, BBI[S U3 MO Iprda «CEKPETHO».

— Jleno B Kapcre? — crpammBaio s1 1 OT MOMX CJIOB Kakasi-To Mbliia Ha juie KasHa ezBa
3aMeTHO Jepraercs. OH OTBOpaYMBaeTCsl U MPOIOJIKAET CMOTPETh B OKHO.

— OTKyza Tl 3Haelllb, 4TO 3TO TaKoe? — ¢ A0CAI0U CIPALIMBAET KHS3b.

— 3Hauur A yrajgana?

— Her, ceifuac XoasIT TOIBKO CMYTHBIE M HETOYHbIe CyxH. [lomIMHHBIX cBeieHM HeT. f
AyMalo, 4To JIeJIO He B TOM. BO3MOXKHO ceroyiHsi oH OOBSIBUT KaHIUIATypy HAMECTHUKA, HA CITydail
CBOEH BHE3aITHON KOHYMHEI.

[Tocne stux cno Kasu nenaer xkect pyKkoi, KOTOPbI caM Ha3Basl Obl cyeBepHbIM. Tpu masblia
CKPEIIMBAIOTCS MEKy COOOM, CHMBOJIM3UPYS 3AIUTY OT 3JIbIX CHJL.

— Ho 4uro ecm neno B Kapere?

— Ecnu geno B HeM, To Mbl OyieM cpakaThbCsi, — TBEPIO TOBOPUT KHSI3b U 51 UYBCTBYIO €T0O
HarnpsikeHue, J1a)ke HeCMOTPsL Ha TO, YTO BHEIIIHE OH OCTAETCsI HEBO3MYTHUMBIM.

— Ecim oM oTOMPpaloT y HaC MMIlEpaTopa U MOChUIAIOT HAMACTh, 3HAYUT OOTY HEIOBOJIBHBI
HaMH? — THUXO CIIPALIMBAIO 5 TIOC/IE MUHYTHOM May3bl.

— He Gyznem ToporuTh COOBITUS U CIIepBa y3HaeM, UTO CKaxeT umreparop. boru noceuiaiot
UCITBITAHMSI, YTOOBI BBISIBUTD JIYUIIIMX CPEI HAC, — TBEPIO roBOpUT KasH U B €ro royioce s CIbIITY He
CKOJIBKO BepY, CKOJIbKO YIpsAMCTBO. OH HUKOT/Ia He ObLT CJIMITKOM HAOOXKHBIM, CUMTAS, UTO ITO OOJTb-
11eil 4acTu, Hallle BepoBaHUe B OOTOB JPAaKOHOB — BCETO JIMIIIb HA0Op CKa30K U cyeBepuid. OHaKko
OTKa3aThCsl OT BEPbI MOJHOCTHIO OH ObUT HE B COCTOSIHUH, Bepa KPENKO YKOPEHWIach B HEM ellie ¢
JETCTBA, KaK 3TO CIy4aeTcs C KaKIbIM JPAKOHOM, BJIAJCIONIUM CUJION oOpalleHusl.

— ThI ke He BepHIllb B 3TO, — TOBOPIO 1.
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— Orkyna ke Tebe 3HaTh, BO UTO 51 Bepio?

Sl HMYero He oTBEYAl0, MPEANIOYNTAS HAa ITOT pa3 cMomyarh. TOHKask HUTh, KOTOpasi BCE elle
CBSI3BIBAET HAC, KAXKETCSI MHE TAKOW XPYIKOW M HEHA/IeKHOM, UTO Y MEHsI He TIOBOPauMBaEeTCs S3bIK,
YTOOBI MTPOJOJIKUTH PBATh OCTATKU JOBEPUSsI, KOTOPHIE eIlle COXPAHMIIUCh MEKy HaAMH.

Kaxk 6w1 51 He 3munack Ha KasHa, 51 Bce elnie psgoM ¢ HUM, €1y B KapeTe BO ABOpEI] K UMIIEPATOopy.
W HyXHO IpOBECTH XOTs1 Obl CETOMHSIIHUI Beuep, Aesasi BUJI, YTO MEX/1y HAMH BCe B TIOPSIIKE, XOTS
Obl Ha JmoAsAX. KakuM Obl TOPBKUM HU OBUT TTPUBKYC TIPEAaTeIbcTBA MOETO MYKa, sl TOJKHA ClIeNiaTh
BCe, 4TO coOpasack, 6€3 Toro, YToObl BMEIINBATH B HAIIY JIMYHBIC JeJ1a IPYTUX JIOACH, WA JPaKo-
HOB. A penmia s yxe TouHo. [71aBHOe Terepb BbIKIATh MOAXOSIIEro MOMEHTA U HAWTU Pa3yMHBIH
MIPE/JIOT, KOTOPBIH MO3BOJIMT MHE OcTaBUTh KadHa HaenuHe C ero JeBKaMu M He OTMO30pHTh ceds
niepe OOramMu, yHUXasich repest STUMH JTIOOOBHUITAMU MYKa U UCTIBIThIBAsI TIOCTOSTHHBIN CTHIJ] B COO-
CTBEHHOM JIOME.

JlpakoH, pacTyiiuii BHYTPH MEHsI CJIOBHO Obl Pa3Bs3bIBA€T MHE PYKH, BCEJNsisl B MEHS TaKylo
CUJTy U XJIaJIHOKPOBHUE, KOTOPHIX BO MHE HUKOT/A HE ObLIO.

He Oynp ceituac y MeHs1 TIOJ CEpALIEM 3apOsKIAIOIIErocs: JpakoHa, s1 Obl TPsCIach OT CTpaxa
u npocriia KasHa cxanuThesi HAI0 MHOM, 1ieJioBasia Obl €ro PyKH, Jesaja Bce, YTo J0JUKHA JesIaTh
YecTHasl BepHasi KeHa, OCTAIOIIAsCS BEPHOM 0 CaMOro KOHIIA.

Ho teneps, 4yBCTBYS UyJecHOE TEIUIO JPaKOHA pa3/IMBAIONIEecs 0 MOMM BeHaM, sl HE XO4y
OBITh IOKOPHOW OBEYKOW M HAOMIOAATh, KAK MEHsI YHIKAIOT.

Korga-uuOynp Kasn y3Haet o cbiHe, HO 3TO OyAeT JMIIb TOrjaa, KOraa s MOCYUTAI0, YTO ITO
BBITOIHO MHe. {] Bce ele mo0ITio Myka, HO 51 He TIPOIILY ero MpeaaTeIbCTBO.

41 3Ha10, 4TO OOTM HE MPOCTUIIM Obl MEHs, ey Obl s Tpejiasa JpakoHa BHYTpH ceOsi, Tepris
YHUKEHHE, KOTOPOe MPUAyMAa JIsl MEHS MYX.

— 41 xouy, 4TOOBI TPOMBOILIEIIIEE MEXKTY HAMH 3TUM YTPOM, OCTIOCH TOJIBKO MEX/1y HAMU.
HuKTO HE OMKEeH 3HaTh, YTO MPOUCXOMUT. [IeTH, KOTOPBIX MPUHECYT MOW HOBBIC TaliHBIC JKEHbI,
JOJIKHBI CTaTh OMOPOH [Tt MEHSI M ThI JOJKHA Oy/IeIb UT'PaTh POJIb TAK XOPOIIO, KAK TOJTBKO MOXKEIITb.
Te! moHs1a Meus1, AuHa?

CrnoBa Myska BBI3BIBAIOT BO MHE OYypI0 HETOJJOBaHMsI, HO 51 CTAPAIOCh BBICIYIIATh UX TaK, CJIOBHO
peyb uzetT He 000 MHE M MOEM JIOCTOMHCTBE, & O KOM-TO MTOCTOPOHHEM.

— Urpatpb poss? — cripaimmsaio si, ogHIUMast OpoBb, TyMasi 0 cBoei TaitHe. Eciv Obl ThI TOJTBKO
3HaJI, YTO MOTEPsUT UCTUHHOTO HACJIE[IHUKA, TPOMEHSIB JIOBEpPUE CBOEH MCTMHHOM Ha TpeX JIEBOK C
YIUIIBL.

— Jla, — oTBeYaeT OH, — Thl MOXEIIb BO3MYIIATLCS CKOJIBKO TeOe YroJHO, MOXKEIb Aaxe
BBICKa3bIBaTh CBOM BO3MYILICHU S TMYHO MHE, HO HUYTO U3 TOTO, YTO KaCaeTCsi MOMX OyIyIINX HACJe -
HUKOB, HE JIOJDKHO BBITHU 32 Tpenesibl Hallero joma. TBou SMOIMU He JTOJKHBI TIOMEIIaTh MOUM
TUIaHaM.

— $1 noHnMato, — OTBevalo s, XOTs B 3TY MUHYTY, BC€, YTO MHE XOUETCs] — 3TO OCTAHOBHUTH
KapeTy 1 BbIOekaTh Ha BO3/yX, M Oexarh nofassiie oT KasHa, pemmBiiero, 4to s MOry cTaTh HOKOp-
HOU KYKJIOW B €ro pyKax, pa3 yxk sl ero UICTUHHas.

TOHOM He TepHsAIIMM BO3paKEHHIA, OOBSICHSSI MHE BCE, CJIOBHO HECMBIIIIJIEHHOMY pacKanpus-
HUYABIIeMYCsl peOCHKY, OH MPOIOJIKACT:

— Ecnu nMriepatop y3HaeT, 4To MO HAC/IETHUKH He UCTUHHBIE, OH MOKET JUImTh por CaH-
JEPCOB roJyioca, a 3HAYUT U BIHsIHUS. Thl 3Haelllb, KaK OH CyeBepeH, U KakK IJIsl HETrO BaKHbI BCE 3TH
TOHKOCTH. Tak 4To /17151 Bcex oHU OyIyT TBOMMU JEThbMH, & 3HAYUT - ICTUHHBIMU JJPAKOHAMU, HACIIEe]I-
HuKamu poaa CaHziepcos.

— Ho 4to0 THI Oynenib genarth, KOraa OTKPOETCs MpaBja U BCE TOUMYT, YTO OHU ClIalbl, U He
CMOTYT TIPHHSTH YENlylo, a 3HAYUT He CMOTYT obopauuBathcsi? UTo ecm Bce y3HAIOT, YTO MX CHJIa
OrPaHUYHUTCS JIUIIb CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU K Mariy HU3ILIETO U CPETHEro MOPsIIKOB?
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Msue Obl CTOMJIO TPOMOJTYATh, IPUAEPKAB CBOM COMHEHus npu cede. a, Tak Obl moCTymia
Mynpas xeHa. Ho 310cTh 1 001a, KOTOpast BCe ellie KUIMNUT BO MHE, He TaeT MHE CMOJTYaTh.

Sl BUKy, Kak 3TOT Bonpoc 3actapisier KasHa 3nuthesi. KoneuHo ke, oH gyman 06 3ToM, nHave
1 ObITh HEe MOrI0. Ho OH SIBHO MpeanounTaeT OTI0KHUTh PellieHre TOro BOIpoca Ha IIOTOM, a cefuac
COCPEeOTOUUTHCS Ha CUIOMUHYTHBIX IpoOJIeMax.

— JI0BOJIBHO Tep3aTh MeHs1 Bonpocamu, AHHA, — TOBOpUT KasH, U B €ro BIaCTHOM HHU3KOM
roJIoce MPOSIBIISIIOTCS OT3BYKU CTAJIBHOW M HEMOKOJIEOMMOM BOJM JIPAKOHA, 51 UYBCTBYIO, UTO eIle
HEMHOTO U SIPOCTh €r0 MOXET BBIUTU U3 TOJ KOHTPOJISl, — MHE HY)XKHa TBOSI TIOMOIIb, a HE TBOU
TIONBITKYA HAWTH cliadble MecTa B MOoeM IiiaHe. $1 He mocBemast Te0si B €ro JIeTaly U He COOMpPaioch
COBETOBAThCS ¢ TOOOM. TBOE /18710 — OBITh MOKOPHOM KEHOM, KOTOpasi CYIIAeT CBOETO JpakoHa. A
COMHEHMSI ¥ pa3MBbIIIUICHUsI OCTaBb, MOKATYICTa, U1 MeHs. Buast 6oru, Moii pa3yM MpucrnocodsieH
IJIs1 3TOTO Ky/1a JIyyIle.

— Kak ckaxerib, My MO, — TOBOPIO I M TIOKOPHO CKJIOHSIIO TOJIOBY, MPEINIOYNTAs YCTYITUTh
ero BOJIE.

Jla v k yeMy MHe 3a00TUTBCS O KU3HECTIOCOOHOCTU €T0 pelieHu s ?

Heyxenu 51 10 cux 1op BOCIIPUHUMAIO €T0 HeYy/IauH, Kak CBOM?

Her yx, ceronusiiHee yTpo Bce nepemenuno. Tenepb ecth si, MO 00T, M MOW ChIH.

— BoT 1 cltTaBHO, — rOBOPUT OH | S 9yBCTBYIO, UTO €r0 TOJIOC CTAHOBHUTCS MsTYe, — ThI JOJKHA
MOMHUTb, YTO JIOBEpUE M MIOKOPHOCTh — 3TO TJIAaBHBIE KauecTBa Xopoiiei keHsl. Heyxenn Buktop
He 00BsICHST TeOe 3T0?

B ero Tone 3ByuMT Jierkasi HACMEIIKa HaJl MOel, KaK OH 9TO Ha3bIBAET «CYEBEPHOCTBIO», HO S
MPEoYMTAaI0 He oOpalaTh Ha 9TO BHUMaHKe. PaHbIe s Obl HaYala BO3paxarhb, puHYyJach Obl JIOKa-
3bIBaTh MYXY, YTO KPEIKO YCBAMBAIO0 BCE YPOKH, KOTOpPBIE MpernoaaeT MHe Hal xpell. Ho tereps s
JIMIIb CAEPKUBAIOCH, YTOOBI HE OTBETUThH KAKOW-HUOYIb KOJIKOCTBIO, KOTOpast BOBCE He Oy/IeT yMecT-
HOH Miepeji CaMbIM MPUE3IOM K UMIIepaTopy.

[Myctp Kasn pagyercs, mycTh AyMaeT, 4To jkeHa BCcelesio Ha ero cropoHe. [1ycTh caMOIoBOIBHO
YJIBIOAETCS M KpacyeTcs Mepell OCTAIBHBIMU B 3TOT Bevep. Sl Chirpaio B €ro Urpy CEerofHsl, MoKa ee
OCTaJIOCh BpeMs JUIsl UTP.

Sl nmenaio HECKONBKO TITyOOKMX BIOXOB, MBITAsICh YCMUPHUTH OYIIYIONIYI0 BHYTPH MeHs Oypro
smormid. Kasn cHOBa Oeper MeHs 3a pyKy, KOrjja BUIUT, UTO MBI MOABE3KaeM K J1Bopity. Ha 3toT pa3
s He oTepruBaio pyky. Ceirparh IOKOpHYIO keHy? YUTo ke, Moxoxe, Ternepb yMeHUe UrpaTh — 3TO
IJIsI MEHSI CYypOBasi HEOOXOIUMOCTb.

VY BXoJa B pOCKOIIHBIA UMIIEPATOPCKUI JBOPEIL YKe CTOUT A00past AI0KKWHA OOraTto yKparieH-
HBIX KapeT. ['ocTH yxe coOpaiuch U, MOXOXKe, Mbl IPUEXAJU €Ba JIU HA TIOCJESTHUMHU.

Korga kapera ocranaBnmBaercsi, KasH JIOBKO BBHINPHITMBAET U3 Hee, OOXOOUT BOKPYT U MOAAET
MHE PYKY, YTOOBI 51 MOTJIa CITYCTUThCS. S MOAOMpAIo TIaThe M OCTOPOKHO CITYCKAIOCh, OAHOBPEMEHHO
C 9TMIM HaJeBasi Ha JIMIIO CBOE CaMO€ BOCTOPXKEHHOE M Oe3MATEKHOE BhIpakeHHe OecCIOBECTHOU
JOyPOYKH — CIIOCOOHOM, MEKIy TeM, MOAIepKaTh MPUATHBIN Pa3roBOp Ha 0Oy Temy. OTHUM CIIo-
BOM, sI IPUHUMAIO OOJIMK UACATBLHOU KEHbI KHS35, KOTOpasi He yMaeT O ce0e CIMIIKOM MHOTO, HO
Y HE yIapuT JIUIIOM B T'Psi3b, €CIH MPEJCTABUTCS HEOOXOAUMOCTh 0OeCe0BaTh C BHICOKOPOIHBIMHU
Y YOTIOPHBIMU JKEHAMU JPYTHX KHSI3EH.

Kasa cMoTpuT Ha MEeHsI BHUMATEIbHO, TIPUAUPUMBO OrJIsAAbBass Moi Hapsa. [Torom mpudim-
’KaeTcst KO MHE U IIeMYeT Ha YXO, IIeKOYa ero CBOMM JbIXaHHEM:

— ThI BHIIIAQUING CETOHS JIyUllle BCeX, AHHA, TPAKOH BHYTPU MEHS B3BOJHOBaH. 51 yBepeH,
YTO BCE JKEHbI KHSI3eH CMOTPAT Ha TeOs ¢ HEAOBEPHEM U OTacKOM, Be/Ib Thl KpAaCHUBEHIIIasi U3 HUX.

— Cnacu60, KHSI3b, — TOBOPIO 5 U YJIBIOAIOCH.

Moe mnpepaTesibcKOe KEHCKOE YeCTONMoOue 3acTaBiisseT MpUHSATH cnoBa Kasna 3a 4yucryio
MoHeTy. HecMoTps1 Ha TO, 4TO 51 0TOpAchIBAIO €ro JIeCTh B CTOPOHY, MHE BCE PAaBHO MPUSATHO CJIBIIIATH
TO, YTO OH TOBOPHT.
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KHs13b 300pOBaeTcst ¢ OCTaIbHBIMU KHSI3bSIMU JIMIIb €1Ba 3aMeTHO KuBas. Kaxnplid ceromus
cam 1o ceoe. [1o Toro, Kak MOSIBUTCSI UIMIIEPATOP, pa3roBapyuBaTh KH3bIM MEK1y COOOI He TMOJIOKEHO
1, pa3ymeeTcsi, HUKTO He TIOCMEET HapyIIUTh 3TO MPABUJIO.

Sl orsiIpIBaIO BCeX OCTAIBHBIX MYKYMH M MHE TIPUXOIUTCS TIPU3HATD, YTO BCE KHSI3bSI, XOTb U
APaKOHbI C BJIaJJEHUEM TOTHBIM 000POTOM, HE UIYT HU B KaKoe cpaBHeHHe ¢ MouM KasHowm.

Ha ux ¢oHe oH, cO CBOMMH MOIITHBIMU IIJIEYaMH, BHICOKMM POCTOM U UyJIECHO KPAaCUBBIM MYKe-
CTBEHHBIM JIUIIOM, BBIIJISUT, CJIOBHO APEBHUI BOMH-TIONYOOT, COIIEIINI CO CTPAHUII JICTOITUCEH.

OcraJibHble %€ KHS3bsI-000PTHH BBIIJIAIAT KaK Ky4Ka MOKUIIBIX IPOKUTATENIeH KU3HU, LIeHs-
X YJOBOJBCTBUS M JIMYHBIN KOMDOPT Kyza Oosbliiie, 4emM 1o0nectTs BouHa. 1M Moii KasH Bceraa
OTJIMYAJICS OT HUX. 32 3TO sI He TOJIBKO JIIOOUIa €ro, HO M yBaxkasia Kyza Oosblie, 4eM UX BCeX BMecTe
B3SITBIX.

41 Bcerga Bepwmiia, 4TO MpeJHa3HAYeHUEe MOETO KHsI3s1 — OBITh IJIABHBIM CPEey HUX, U BEPUJIA,
Y10 OOrH, PaHO WM TO3JHO YCJIBIIIAT MOM MOJIUTBBI, IaB MOEMY MYKY TO, Y€r0 OH TaK CHJIBHO
xenaet. CemnaioT ero rnepBbIM MpUOTMAKEHHBIM K UMIiepatopy. CIemnaioT ero Ha3BaHHBIM HAaCJIeIHU-
KOM APSIXJICIONIETo JPaKkoHa, )KeHa KOTOPOro Tak U He CyMeJa AaTh UMIIEpAaTOpy UCTUHHOTO Hacle -
HuKa. Y 310 00513aTeIbHO AOJIKHO OBUIO CITyUUThCS, KOTJa POIUTCS MOU ChIH.

Ho moii kH3b BBIOpas APYTyIo AOpOry, JOPOrY HEBepHsl MHE, KaK CBOEH jKeHe, CIIOCOOHOM
JaTh €My HaCJIeIHUKA.

3aj1, HaKoHell, MOrpykaeTcsi B THIIMHY. KHS3bsl mepecTaoT mepenienTbiBaThcsi CO CBOMMMU
KEHaMH, ¥ 3aMUPAIOT B OKUJAHUM, €PXka CBOMX OJIArOBEPHBIX 32 PYKH.

W TyT 51 cripliny THXO€ MapKaHbe MIaroB Mo MOJMPOBAHHOMY MPaMOPHOMY TOJTY. DTy MOCTYIb
HE CIyTaTh HU C YEM.

Onwmpasich Ha MaJKy, B IIEHTP 3aj1a Me/IJIEHHO BHIXOAUT ITyOoKHiA cTapuk. Co BpeMeHu nociie1-
Hell BCTPEeUM C KHS3bsIMH OH, KaXeTCsl, IIOCTapes JIeT Ha JecsATh. Briayible 1meku, YepHble KPyrH Mo
I71a3aMH, CETKa ITyOOKMX MOPIIMH MOKPBIBAIOIINX BCE €ro JUIo. Bce cBUIETENBCTBYET O TOM, UYTO
OH JIO)KMBAET CBOM TIOCJICJHUAE THU.

Mmnepatopa npuiepxuBaeT 3a JJOKOTb ero IoHasi xkeHa. JInimana yxe TpeTbs )KeHa Ha ero BeKy.
[NepBast MCTUHHASA, ¥ TPETHS MO CUETY, HE CyMeBINas IaTh €My UCTHHHOTO HACJIE/IHUKA.

Jlunmana HeBepoATHO KpacuBa. Bricokast cTaTHas JeByIIKa C JJTMHHBIMEA TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMH,
OJIECTAIIMMU B CBETE THICSY CBETHJIbHUKOB, KaK MOJIMHHAS AParolieHHOCTh. B3 ee cBeio-romy-
OBIX TJ1a3 JICHWBO CKOJB3UT IO 3aJ1y, TIOKA HE OCTAaHABJIMBAETCs Ha Hamel mape. OHa CMOTPUT MHE B
71432 U 51 YyBCTBYIO, YTO MHE XOUETCsI OTBECTHU B3IJIsA[], HACTOIBKO MIPOH3UTEILHBIMU U CMOTPSIIIUMHU
CJIOBHO ObI B CaMyI0 JIylly, KQXyTCsl MHE 9TH I71a3a. Ho 51 ciepkMBaoch U OTBEYAI0 TAKMM K€ JIOITUM
HEMUTAIOIIUM B3IJISII0OM, BBIHYK/Iasl €€, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OTBEPHYThCSI.

[Nouemy oHa Tak cMOTpUT UMeHHO Ha MeHs1? U uto ObL10 B ee 3BrUsiie? Bei3oB? CouyBcTBue?
[TpeneOpexenue? Huuero Hemb3st MpOYMUTATH TIO STUM XOJOJHBIM U OECKOHEUHO MPEKPACHBIM TJia-
3aMm.

INo cnivHe mMoel MpoKaTHBAaeTCs BOJIHA HEMPHUATHBIX MypalleK W MpeadyBCTBUE Yero-To Iio-
XOTO YCHJTMBAETCsI B HECKOJIBKO Pas.

Sl 9yBCTBYI0, KaK pykKa KHsI3$, Jeprkalias Moo, ciierka Hanpsiraetcs. OH CMOTPHUT Ha UMIIepa-
TOpa M XKJET, KOrJa TOT HAUHET TOBOPHThH, KaK U BCE OCTAJIbHbIC, 3aTauB JIbIXaHHE.

20



A. JlaBpoBa. «M3mena. TaiiHbIl HACTIEHUK»

8

— 3/paBCTBY#iTE, MOM IOPOTHe, TPUOIMKEHHbIE, POIHbIE U OJM3KHUE, — CKPUIYUUH TOJIOC
CTapyKa MPOH3aeT CBOMAbI APEBHETO LIEPEMOHUAIBHOTO 3aJ1a, YTOMasi IJe-TO BBEPXY, CPeu COTEeH U
THICSY CBETWUJIBHUKOB, — s1 COOpaJl Bac 371eCh CErOHsI He TMPOCTO ISl TOrO, YTOObl BHOBb YBHUIETh
BaC, XOTs JIMLIE3PEHUE BAlIMX MPEKPACHBIX CBETJIBIX JIUI BCErJa MPUHOCUT MHE HECKa3aHHOE YJIO-
BJIETBOPEHME.

Crapuk BOpYr HAUMHAET KalLIsATh, U BCE MEPEryIsAAbIBAIOTCS, OKUAAS, UTO OH CKaKET Jabllie.

— Jlunuana, Muiast Mosi, — TOBOPUT CTapuK, — cracuoo Teoe.

OH npuHMMAET U3 PyKU CBOEW MOJIOIOWM MCTMHHOM IUIATOK M KalUIsieT B HEro. 3BYK 3TOrO
Kalllisi HACTOJIBKO Y:KaceH, YTO BHYTPY MeHs1 Bce OYKBAJIbHO ChEKUBAETCS U sl HEITPOU3BOJILHO HAYM-
Halo IPOM3HOCUTD TIPO ceOs1 MOJIUTBY, OOpAIIEHHYIO K JIPAKOHbeMY OOTYy.

— 4 ne Oyny 3arAruBaTh, MIJIble MOU, — MPOJOIKAET OH, 3aXaB IJIATOK B ApOXKallen cTap-
YeCKOW pyKe, — BBI YK€, HABEPHOE, JIOTa/IAJIUCh, UTO s MO3BAJI BaC HE MPOCTO TaK, YTOOBI MOMI000-
BaThCS BAIIIUMU MTPEKPACHBIMHU JIMIIAMU. XOTsI, 0e3 BCSIKUX COMHEHUH, JIaXe TaKOW MOBOJ ObUT ObI
JOCTaTOYHBIM, YUUTBIBAS TO, KaK CHJIBHO 51 BAC BCEX JIIOOJIIO.

Nmneparop Bapyr ymosnkaet u nepeBoauT ayx. OH uto-To mernyet JInanaHe Ha yXo U Ta OTBe-
4aeT emy.

— 4 crap, — mponoskaeT oH, — BBl MOXeTe BUETh 3TO U camMu. Ho HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO
BHEIHss1 000JI0UKa )11 BaC OYEBUJIHA, BHYTPHU S BCE TOT Ke JIPAKOH, KaKUM ObLIT BCE 3TH rojsl. U
s1 ellle MHOTOe MOTY, YBEPEH, Y Bac He BbI3bIBACT 3TO YTBEPXKICHUE HUKAKUX COMHEHMIL. 51 Bce ere
MoOry 000paunBaThCsl B JIPAKOHA, 51 BCE €Ille MOT'Y TBOPUTh Marvio M pa3yM MOH BCE TaK K€ OTKPBIT
Haiemy Oory.

Crapuk BO3eBaeT pykd K HeOy W M3[aeT YTPOOHBIN PhIK B KOTOPOM, K MOEMY Y/IUBJICHHIO,
CITIBIINIATCS OTTOJIOCKU APAKOHBETO phbiKa. 51 He 3Hal0, COCOOEH JIM CTapUK BCe ellle Ha MOJHOe Mepe-
BOILIOIIEHUE, HO YACTUYHOE MY SIBHO JOCTYITHO. § BUKY, KaK PyKH €ro MOKPHIBAIOTCS TEMHO 3eJie-
HOU Yelyei, a Ha Majblax MOsBJISIOTCS KOI'TH.

— OpHaKO! — BBHIKPUKHUBAET OH, OECCHITLHO OITyCKasi pyKH, — MHe OcTasioch Henonro. CoBcemM
CKOPO JIUOO CMepTh 3a0epeT Moe YeJIOBEYECKOe TeJI0, JIMO0 OOTH, JIPAKOHBH M YeJIOBEYEeCKHUE, TIOTpe-
OyI0T BEpHYTh MM TO, YTO OHM TOIApWIIM MHe. §1 Oymy BBIHYKJIEH NEpEBOIUIOTUTHCS B APaKOHA B
TIOCJICTHAN Pa3 U 3apbIThCs B 3eMITIO, OKHIas, Korjma 0or 3a0epeT MO0 Yellylo, 4TOObI TOJIapUTh ee
KOMY-TO IpyrOMY, KOMY-TO JOCTOMHOMY.

OT 3THUX CJIOB PyKa MOETO KHS3sl IepraeTcs U 51 MOBOPAYUBAIOCh, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh HA HETO.
JIuiio ero kaxercs cielaHHbIM U3 KaMHS, HACTOJIBKO TBEPABIN U 11eJIeyCTPEMIICHHBIH B3IJIs Y HETO
B 3Ty MUHYTY. [loX0Xe, OH ObUI MpaB, U CETOIHS UMIIEPATOp U MpaBaa OyJeT TOBOPUTh O TOM, KTO
JIOJIKEH 3aHATH ero Mecto. Koneuno, KasH HafmeeTcsl, 4TO HAMECTHUKOM CHENIAIOT MMEHHO €r0.

— 4 yBepeH, 4To JOCTOMHBIN HaiiieTCs1! — BBIKPUKUBAET pe0e3KallM roJIocOM UMITEPaTop.
U s yBepeH, 4TO KPOBb JOCTOMHOTO TeUET B KUJIaX OJHOro U3 Bac!

Io 3a;1y MPOHOCUTCS eBa CIIBIIIHBIN OOIINI B3/I0X.

— Cpenu BacC MHOT'O IOCTOMHBIX IPAKOHOB, U MHOTHE U3 BaC UMEIOT OTIIPHICKOB, 00IaJal0IIuX
CHUJIOH, KOTOPYIO BbI MOJAPHIIU UM OJ1arogapsi TOMy, YTO COEIMHIIIM CBOY Cep/ilia U AYIIN UCTUHHBIMU
coro3amu. bor ObLT 6;1aroCKJIOHEH K BaM OoJIbilie, 4eM Ko MHe. $1 ObUT OBl pa3jiocaioBaH STUM 00CTO-
SITEJTLCTBOM, €CJT ObI MOSI JTIDOOBb K KaKJIOMY M3 BaC He MPOCTUPAJIACh Bl HEOEC U CaMbIX BBICO-
KHMX TOPHBIX ITMKOB Ha Kpato 3emin. Ho ropeBats He 0 yeM. Kaxaas u3 Moux xeH JioOuia MeHs, u
KaXJ0H 51 TApHJT CTOJIBKO JIOOBH, CKOJIBKO OBUIO B MOeM ceptie. OIHAKO JIUIIh OWH U3 MOHMX COIO-
30B ObLJT MPU3HAH OOrOM, MOJIAPUB MHE MCTUHHYIO Ha CKJIOHE MOMX JIET, HO OOT He JlaJl MHE IaHCa
MPOJOJIKUTh MOE TIOTOMCTBO. Tak 4YTO Tereph JesIo 3a BalllUMU OTIPBICKAMU, elle He 0OpeTIIIMU
CBOIO YelllyI0, MepelIe/Iyio K HeMy OT BallluX JTUHUM.
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Crapuk OCTaHABJIMBAETCS M CHOBA HAUMHAET KaluisATh. Ha 3TOT pa3 Kailiesib 3By4HUT ellie XyxKe.
Nmneparop coTpsicaeTcst BceM TeJIOM U KakeTcsl, UTO OH BOT BOT pyxHeT Ha noi. Ho npucryn npe-
Kpalaercs, ¥ OH, JIepKach OIHON PYKOH 3a MaJKy, a APYrou 3a IJIe4o CBOEH I0HOW UCTUHHOM, MPO-
JOJIKAeT TOBOPUTH:

— Korna npuzer yac, oqHOMY M3 Bac s CKaky IJe 3eMJlsl YKpoeT Moe Tesio HaBeku. Koraa
MPUJIET Yac, OJIMH U3 BaC MPUJIET U YKAKET BaIllEeMy OTIIPBICKY, I7Ie UCKATh UMIIEPATOPCKYIO YelIyIo.
OpnuH U3 Bac, CTaHEeT OTLIOM HOBOT'O umIieparopa. VICTUHHOro umrneparopa, poxJA€HHOTO OT UCTUH-
HOU mapbl. JINHUS OJHOTO U3 Bac, C TOr0 CaMOro MOMEHTA, KaK Balll ChIH Hai/IeT MOIO YEIlyl0 U BOC-
COEIUHUTCS C HEIO TeJIOM U JIyIIOU, CTAaHET UMIIePATOPCKOM.

Mmmnepatop 3aMoJIKaeT 1 1o 3ayly MPOHOCUTCS OopMoTaHue. Kaxaplii KHSI3b YTO-TO TOBOPUT
coelt ;kene. Kaxpiid, kpome Kasna. Mol My MOJTYUT U TOJBKO HE OTPBIBasl B3MJIsAIa CMOTPUT Ha
uMIeparopa.

— TlepBblii, KTO OOBSIBUT O TPSAIYIIEM TOSIBIICHUN HACJCTHUKA, CTAHET TeM, KTO YIOCTOUTCS
YEeCTHU NMPUHATH UMIIEPATOPCKUI TPOH U CTaTh BPeMEHHBIM HAMECTHUKOM, ITOKa €ro OTIPBICK He BOH-
J€T B [IOPY COBEPILEHHOJIETHSI.

[To 3any Tenepp yxe MPOHOCUTCSI SIBHBIA poroT. HekoTopbie U3 ABYX MIOKUH KHSI3EW Jaxe
TMO3BOJISIIOT ce0e UTO-TO BHIKPUKUBATH HEIOBOJIbHBIMU TOJIOCAMH.

Moii KH#I3b IOBOPAYMBAETCSI KO MHE U TOBOPUT MHE Ha yXO.

— IMomuuIb uto 51 roBopu Tede, AHHa? He monseny MeHsl.

— Ho...

51 oOpwIBao cedst Ha MONTYCIIOBe, BU/ISI BHYTpH I71a3 KasHa Takyio HEMOKOJIeOMMYIO TBepPIOCTh
Y MOIIlb, YTO MHE CTAHOBUTCSI CTPAIITHO HE TOJIBKO 3a ce0si, HO M 32 BCEX MPHUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.

— EcTb 11 cpeny pUCyTCTBYIONIMX Te, KTO 3a4all OT UCTUHHOTO M KJIET MOSBJICHUS HACTIe -
HUKa? — CIIpalIBaeT CKPUITyYUM rOJIOCOM UMIIEPATOP.

— Ectb, — Bapyr cablily s rpomMkuil ronoc Kasna, — Most MICTUHHAs KJIET HacaeqHuKa !
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Kasn

Ilo 3amy npoHOCATCA yauBIIEHHBIE BO3MIackl. CTapyK TPACETCS BCEM TEJIOM, EMY SIBHO TSIKEJIO
ceifyac Jjaxe roBOPUTh.

OpnHako, ycibllaB TO, YTO 5 CKa3aj, OH Kak OyJTO MoJy4yaeT HOBBIN 3apsij CUJIbL.

Bce y:xe crimcanm MeHsi o CUETOB, TPEATONIOKHB, YTO MOSI HICTUHHAS OSCIUIOHA U I TAK U OCTa-
HYCb niocsiefHuM 13 popa Cangepcos. Bee 3Ti HalbIILEHHBIE CAMOIOBOJIBHBIE MHITIOKH YK€ PELININ,
YTO § TaK MPOCTO CIAMCS U IIPUMY CBOIO CyABOY.

Her, npy3bst Mon, Kasu BozpmeT cBoe. CHTbHEHIINI 13 IPaKOHOB I0JKEH ObITh HAMECTHHUKOM,
a He KTO-TO U3 3TOH KyUKH MPOXKUTAIOIIUX KU3Hb U HACJIECTBO CBOMX OTLIOB.

JIuno ero pacruibiBaeTcs B yJbIOKe.

— Maspuuk MOii, MOJOIIM Cloa, — TOBOPUT OH, — U IMOABEAN KO MHE CBOIO MPEKPACHYIO
KeHy, Jail IOCMOTPETh Ha Hee MOOIMKe.

Cenyac, caMbIil Ba)KHBII MOMEHT B MOEM KW3HH, 1 YyBCTBYIO €ro. JIpakoH BHYTpU MEHS Tpe-
NeleT U CKUMAETCs], CJIOBHO MPYKUHA, 3aMUpasi B OKUJAHUU. §1 4yBCTBYIO BHYTpU CceOsl CTOJIBKO
HeoOy3JaHHOH CUJIBbI, YTO MHE KaXeTCsl, €CJI Obl He MOM HEIMOBEPHBIE YCUIIUS, 51 Obl CIIAJINI K YEPTY
BECb 3aJ1 CO BCEMU KHbSI3bSIMU M UMIIEPATOPOM BIIpU/AUY.

371ech HET HU OHOTO, KTO OBLT ObI IOCTOMH 3TOW YECTH, CTaTh HAMECTHUKOM, KpoMme MeHs1. Bee
3TO 3HAIOT, ¥ BCE OIYCKAIOT I71a3a, KOIjla MUMO HUX MJEM MbI C MO UICTUHHOM.

Bpocaio B3 Ha keHy. AHHA Tak KpacuBa CErOJHs, YTO Ha Hee OOJIbHO CMOTpeTh. 1 3Haio,
YTO BCE 3TO BUAAT, U 3HAI0, YTO KAXKAbI{ 3aBUAYET MHE U HEHAaBUIUT MeHs. HecMoTps Ha MaJleHbK Uit
YTPEHHUI MHIMJEHT, OHA BCS CIIOBHO OBl CUSIET U3HYTPH.

Haxe uctuHHas umneparopa, monozaas Jlmimana, Ha (poHe AHHBI KaxeTcsl OJIeAHON MBIIIIBIO,
XOTb U He JIMIIEHA ONpeeIeHHbIX )KEeHCKUX J0CTOMHCTB. He Oy/ib y MeHst AHHBI U ellie TpeX TalHbIX
XKeH, 51 Obl, MOXET ObITh, U 3a0pasl ee cebe, Koraa CTapiK OTAacT ayiry 6oram. Xots... [ ae yeTsipe,
TaM ¥ 1A71h. [Touemy Obl 1 HeT? K uemy orpannumBarh ce0s?

$1 uyBCTBY10, KaK pyKa MOei HICTUHHOW JPOXUT B MOeH pyke. beaHskKa He IpUBBIKJIA K TAKUM
CKOIUIEHUsIM Hapoja. AHHa HaOOXHas1, ropAas ¥ Ype3MEpHO IIENUTHIIbHAS B HEKOTOPBIX BOIIPOCAX,
HO MUMEHHO 3TO BO MHOTOM, JIEJAET ee AJIs1 MEHsI TAKOW NpUBJIEKaTeIbHOM.

Kak oHa roBopuiia co MHO#M cerofHs. 9To ObLJIO YTO-TO HOBEHbKOE. B Hell OyiieBan Takoil
IMKUM orodb. OHa Aaxe ocMesa epeunTh MHe, CBOEMY KH310. KOHEUHO MHE ciielyeT Npoy4uTh ee
3a iep30cTh. HayunThb ee ObITh O0siee yUTUBOM. YK CIMIIIKOM MSATOK sI C Hel, CJIMIIKOM pa3daoBal,
CJIMILLIKOM JIIOOJTIO €ee.

Ho c atoro anHs s Oyay BHIHY:K/IEH MPOSIBIIATH CTPOrocTh. Tenepk, Kormna OT ee MOBeAeH!s 3aBH-
cuT Moe Oyaymiee u Oyaylee Bcero Hamero poga. Terepb, Korja sl B Iare OT TOro, YTOObl CTaTh
HAMECTHHUKOM, 1 HE MOT'Y IIO3BOJIUTh €€ IVIyIbIM CyeBEpHUSAM U JIEBUUYBUM NPUXOTSM, PYIIUTh MOU
TUIAHBI.

Omyckasich Ha OHO KOJIEHO Tepes TPSCYIMMCSI CTAapHKOM, s JIOBIIO Ha ceOe MpUCTAJIbHBI
B30I JInnmansl, ee JILAKCTHIe TOMyOble I71a3a CIIOBHO OBl IMPOH3AI0T MEHsI HACKBO3b. $1 IMbITaloch
IIPOYMTATh BbIPAKEHUE, C KOTOPIM OHA CMOTPHT, HO pa3rajKa He JJaeTcs U 5 OTBOXKY IJla3a.

Pyka crapuka MOpIIMHHMCTAs M CTpalllHasi, KOXa ero TOHKas U Xpylnkas, Kak rneprameHt. 5 c
OTBpalIeHUEM MPHUKJIAJbIBAI0 I'YObI K €r0 pyKe, CIeays IpeBHEMY OObIYAI0 M YyBCTBYIO IIOUYTH OCsI3a-
eMblii IyX TJIEHa U CKOPOH cMepTH, UCXOAAIMI OT umneparopa. MiHorna HyKHO BCTaTh HA KOJIEHH,
YTOOBI BO3HECTUCH BBIILIE BCEX OCTAIbHbIX. S BBIyUMJI STOT YPOK JIyyllle JPYTUX U Terephb s 371eCh.

4 Bcralo, 1 AHHa ciiefyeT MoeMy ITPUMEPY, TaK K€ Liesys pyKy crapuka. OH JIMYHO ITOMOTraeT
eli TIOAHATHCS, OepeT ee JIMLO B CBOM CMOPILEHHbIE JIAJJOHU U JIONTO CMOTPUT i B I71a3a.
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B a1y munyTy cepate moe 3amupaer. Ceituac pemmrcsi Mosi cyapOa. [1aBHoe, 4toObl AHHA
urpasa Kak cjielyer, IliaBHoe, 4ToObl He B3OPBIKHYJIA, KAK CErojiHs yTPOM M He HArOBOPHJIA MMITepa-
TOpY JMIIHETO. $1 3HaI0, YTO 6E3yMHO PHCKYIO, HO JPYroro BHIOOpA y MEHS HeT.

— JlaBHO JI THI OIyIIaelib B cede qpakoHa? — CKpUMNHT Tojioc umrieparopa. OH youpaer
PYKH C JinIa AHHBI M IPUKACAETCs APOKAIIMMHU MaJIbIAMU K )KUBOTY MOEH UCTHHHOM, TIBITAsICh uepe3
TUIaThe MOYYBCTBOBATh 3apPOJK/IAIOIIETOCS B €€ YpeBe JPAKOHA.

KoHe4yHO, HUKaKoro JpakoHa HeT. AHHA, COBEPIIEHHO OYEBUIHO, HECTIOCOOHA HUKOTO 3a4aTh,
WHaue TPY roJia He MPOIUTH Obl B TIIETHBIX MOMBITKAaX. Ho umneparopy 3Hath 00 3TOM He0Os13aTeIbHO.

— CeropHs1 yTpOM, — THUXO FTOBOPUT AHHA, — 1 TOYYBCTBOBaJA B cebe ero cuiry. OHa CJIOBHO
yparaH IpoHecach BHYTPH MEHsI, pa3HOCS PaJJOCTHYIO BECTb, Oe3yepPKHYIO, CJIOBHO JIECHOU TOXKap.

Kakas xe ymuuna!

51 ¥30 Bcex CUIT yAEpKUBAIOCH, YTOOBI HE 3aX0XOTaTh OT BOCTOPTa.

B pasocTHOM BOCXHIIIEHHH CMOTPIO Ha CBOI0 AHHY. OHa BpeT Tak KCKPEHHE M TaK HaTypaJIbHO,
41O He Oy/Ib 51 COBEPIIICHHO YBEPEH, UTO BCE TO BBIIYMKH, CaM Obl KYITUJICS HA €€ JIOKb.

41 6pocaro B3I Ha Jlwimany, ¥ BiepBble MOTY 3aMETUTh TeHb ee dMoru. OHa CMOTPHUT Ha
AHHY C 3aBUCTBIO, STO BUIHO 10 TOMY, KaK Harpsraercs ee 4enoctb. Hy KOHeYHO, OHa 3aBHJIYeT,
Be/Ib OHA HEe CMOIJIA AaTh MOTOMCTBO MMIIEPATOpy, MOCPAMUB CBOH JIOM U OCTABIIKCh, 110 CYTH 03
npaBa Ha JIOCTOMHOE OymyIlee Mmocjie CMEpTH CTapuka. MoxkeT ObITh U MpaBja CTOUT U3 XKaJIOCTH
NPUIOTUTh U TIPUJIACKATH €€ TI0CTIe er0 CMEPTH.

OT 0fHO¥ MBICIT 00 9TOM BHM3Y JKMBOTA Pa3ropaeTcsi HSMCTOBBIN JPAaKOHUU OroHb. S mpen-
CTaBJISIIO, KaK B35 Obl 3Ty JEBYILKY C JILUCTBIMU TJIA3aMH U BITUJICS TyOaMHU B €e. ..

Her. O6 sTom 51 momymarto nossxe. Eie Oyaer Bpems.

— 41 yyBCTBYIO €ro, — TOBOPUT CTAPUK, — YYBCTBYIO JIPAKOHA BHYTPU TeOsl.

4 ¢ obneruenuem B3bixato. [loxoxke, MarnyeckKue HUTH, 3a01arOBPEMEHHO BIIIUTHIC B KOPCET
Moeit AHHBI cpabOTaIi. DTU HUTH 51 HATIUTA TAKAM KOJIMYECTBOM CHJIBI, YTO XBATUJIO ObI TIOJKEYb
HEJBIA oM. DTo OBLIIO OYeHb OIMACHO, M TO MOIJIO He cpaboTaTh. 3a 3TO s OOsICS OOJbINE BCETO.
MaJto mpocTo MyCTUTb JIIOISAM TIbUIb B IJ1a3a, HY’KHO ellie, YTOOBI IeBYIIKa, HOCSINas B ceOe IpakoHa,
oOJajiaia ¥ CUJION JpakoHa, KOTOPYI0 HeM30eKHO Tiepe/iaeT 3apOXk JA0IINIACT peOeHOK-000pOTEHb.

Toicssay pa3 xBamio ce0s 3a MPEeayCMOTPUTELHOCTb.

Bepy AnHy 3a pyKy U CMOTpIO €l B I71a3a.

Ona nayver.

— Y0 K€ ThI IUIAYElllb, JUTS MOE? — CIpAIIMBAET UMIIEPATOP C YIBIOKOM, — IMOHECTH JIpa-
KOHA JJIs1 CBOETO UCTHHHOT'O — 3TO JIyYlllee, YTO MOXKET c/iesiaTh HaOOKHas AeByIIKa. TeGe moBesno,
6oru BEIOpauH TeOs1, a 3HAYMT Thl YTOAHA Ooram.

— 4 mauy oT pagocTy, MOM UMIIEPATOP, — TUXO FOBOPUT AHHA, — s OYEeHb YCEPIHO MOJIH-
JIaCh KX/l JIeHb, YTOOBI 3TO CIIYYMIIOCh. TpH AOITMX rofa s MOJIMJIACh M HAKOHEII, OOT YCIIbIIIA
MOU MOJTUTBBI.

Sl xouy pacuenoBath keHy. Ecim Obl He ee Urpa, BO3MOXKHO, UMIIEPAaTOp U 3aCOMHEBAIICS OBbl.
Ho ona npocto ymuuiia! Beectu B 3a05ysk/ieHUE CaMOro MMIIEpaTopa, MPO30PIMBEHIIErO U3 PaKo-
HOB, MyAPEHIIIero u3 Koraa-imoo KUBYIIHX MPaBUTENEH.

Ho co6oii 51 noBoNIeH He MeHbIIle, yeM keHol. OOBeCTH BOKPYT Majblla CaMOTo UMIIEpaTopa,
CO3/1aB UIMHUTAIIMIO TAKOTO BBICOKOTO YPOBHSI, UTO JIaXe OH HEe CyMeJl €€ pa3rajarh — TUM MHE CTOUT
TOPIMTCSL.

— BpI yBepeHbi? MHe Obl XOTeJI0Ch YOSUThCS JIMYHO, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, €CJIA TIO3BOJIUTE. ..
— CJIBIILY ST BAPYT TOJIOC, KOTOPBIH oracaiicst ychbiiarhk. S o6opaunBaioch U BUKy KHs3s Cayiemca,
OH CZIeJIaJI IIar BIepe U IBHO COOMPAETCs] BMEIIAThCS B TO, YUEMY CYXKIEHO TPOU30MTH.

[Mpokssathe. [To crivHe mpoderaoT HenpusTHbie Mypamiki. C 3TUM KJISIIOM MOTYT BOSHUKHYTh
npo6iembl. EMy Tak mpocTo He MmyCTHIIb TbLTh B I71a3a.

24



A. JlaBpoBa. «M3mena. TaiiHbIl HACTIEHUK»

10

Kusa3p Casemc mapkaroneid moxoakol NOaXoAuT K HaM. B ero smne noxuioro, Ho Bce elle
KPETIKOro JpaKkoHa, SIBHO YMTAETCs1 OpPe3rIMBOCTh U HENPHI3Hb, KOTOPYIO OH UCTIBITBIBAET KO MHE U
K Anne. Hy pasymeercs, OH cuuTaeT MeHsI BBICKOUKOM, KaK M Kbl TPUCYTCTBYIOLIMIA 3/1ech. OHU
YBEPEHBI, UTO JIJIO TYT HEUHCTO W HU 32 YTO HE OTAALYT TPOH Oe3 6osl, nim BepHee OyJeT cKazaTh
6e3 KpoBaBoii 1 6e300pa3Hoi Apaku. UTo ke, 51 TOTOB gparhbes, KHsa3b Canemc. [Tonpobyit caenatsb
X0f1, cTapbiii Mep3aBell. TOJbKO 51 OTIMYHO 3HAI0 KOE KaKhe TBOM CEKPETHI.

OH noAXxoguT KO MHE M, HE TOBOPSl HU CJIOBA, OTOJBUIaeT MEHs PyKOH B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO
s He paBHbI eMy. KoHeuHO, OH cuMTaer, 4yTo ero Bo3pacT MO3BOJISIET eMy BeCTH ceOsl Tak, HO Mbl
MIOCMOTPUM, KaK OH OyZIeT 110J13aTh Y MEHs1 [0/l HOraMH 1 TPOCUTb MO3BOJIEHU 1 LIEJIOBaTh MOM CarlorH.
Hau Tonbko Bpems, Canemc.

MeHs nepeniepruBaeT OT OMEep3eHM s, KOria 3TOT KJIEI] TPOraeT )KMBOT MOel UCTUHHOW. MHe
XOYETCs B34Th €r0 MaJIblibl U CIOMaTh UX KaK XBOPOCT. JlpakoH BHYTpU MEHs peBeT U TpeOyeT OTIuIa-
TUTh €My 32 HarjoCTh MPSIMO 371eCh, Ha IIa3ax y Bcex ocTajibHbiX. Ho s Tepruno. Tonbko He mpu
umIeparope.

4l cMoTplo Ha ero crapyxy keHy. Y TOW Aepraercs MogOOpOIOK TaK, CJIOBHO OHAa TOTOBA pac-
IUIaKaThCs OT Jocabl. KOHEUHO ke, OHa CUMTAeT, YTo ee MyX JOCTOMHENIIUil U3 KHA3el. S1 JoBmo
ee B3IVIA/ U Cllerka yabl0aoch.

Casiemc Tenepb yKe KJIAaJeT JaJOHb Ha )KUBOT AHHBI M MOYTU OOHMMAET ee, MPUHIOXUBAsICh
K Hel, Kak néc. Cepaiie Moe KOJIOTUTCS M IPAKOH PBETCS] HAPYXKY, pa3lupasi Moe CO3HaHHUEe HEBOOO-
Pa3uMoil peBHOCTBIO. DTa XPYIIKasi, TOHKAs U U3SIHAS JEBOUYKA, MOsI )KEHA, MOsI UCTUHHAs, BBIHY K-
JIeHa TepIeTh, KOr/a ee JanaeT 3TOT Mep3Kuil crapuk. OHa ropao CMOTPUT BIIEPES, Aepika UleallbHyIo
ocaHKy. Hu oquH MycKyn Ha ee IpeKpacHOM Jiniie He JAporaeT. MctuHHas math Oyaylnero uMmnepa-
Topa. Kak xe 6e3yMHO s JII001I0 MOIO IEBOYKY B 3Ty MUHYTY. OHa 0fiHa IPOTHB OypHr HEHABUCTH U
3aBucTH. OHa 3HAET, YTO BCE KHA3bs CeiYac CMOTPAT Ha Hee C HEHABUCTbIO, 3aTaUB JIbIXaHUEe OXKMAAs,
yto CaneMc OOBSIBUT CBOW BEPAMKT U HA30BET €€ JITYHbEH.

MHe e OCTaeTcst TOJIbKO HaEAThCS, YTO 51 HAIUTAJI HUTU JOCTATOYHBIM KOJIMYECTBOM HEp-
ruu, 4ToOBl omypaunTh Canemca Tak ke, Kak umreparopa. Illanc mpu3pauHblii, HO s1 IOCTABUJI Ha
HEro CBOIO )KU3Hb U JKM3Hb CBOel mooumoii. Ecim rmpaByia packpoeTcsi, MeHsI JIMIIAT BCEro, U CKopee
BCEro 3aX0TAT youTh. MiMIiepatop, KOHEYHO ke OCTAHOBHT MX, HO KaK TOJIBKO OH YMPET, OHU pacTep-
3aI0T MEH$, KaK CTEPBATHUKHU.

— He tanure, Casnemc, — pasipak€HHO 'OBOPIO 51, YyBCTBYS, YTO TEPIEHUIO MOEMY IPHILIEST
KOHeIl, ¥ 51 MOOJIbIIE HE B CUJIAX CMOTPETh KakK 3TOT TPYXJISABBIH MEHb JIalaeT MO UCTUHHYIO.

— Ouensb cTpanHO, — 6opMounT cede nog Hoc Casnemc, — s 4yBCTBYIO JIpaKOHA, HO CIIOBHO
OBl €CTb YTO-TO €IIE. . .

— Yro-To enie? — crnparmmBaeT JInnmana CBOUM XOJIOAHBIM Oe3KM3HEHHBIM TOJIOCOM U TIepe-
BoauT B3I ¢ Caslemca Ha MeHs.

Casiemc XMypUTCs M CHOBA IPUKACAETCs K )KMBOTY AHHBI. §I BUXKY, KaK Ta HAUMHAET JIPOKATh.
KoneuHo eii HenpustHO. Hudero, neBouka, HOTepru, HaJ0 MOTEPIIETh, PaJX MOEro OyAyIIero ChiHa,
paau Haiero ooriero Oyaymiero.

— Ecnu BBl yyBCTBYeTe JpakoHa, — IOBOPUT, HAKOHELI, UIMIIEPATOP U BHITUPAET UCTIAPUHY CO
7162, — TO TO O3HAYAET TOJBKO OIHO — OYIYIIHMIA HACJEAHUK TPOHA OIpesiesieH !

Vimnepatop mbITasics MOBBICUTD FOJIOC HA MTOC/IEIHEM CJIOBE, HO B UTOTe IIPOXPHIIEIT €10, OTYETO
T10 3aJy MHOT'O pa3 9XOM IPOKATUJIACh KapKalolas HoTa.

S Mory MOKJIACTbCA, UTO CIIbILY, Kak cKpunAT 3yObl Canemca. OH, HaKOHEL, OTPBIBAET PYKH
OT Moell AHHBI, U OpocaeT Ha Hee Ope3TIMBBIN B3IJISII.
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— YT0-TO HE TaK, — TOBOPUT OH, HO JEJAeT IIar Ha3al.

— Ecnu Bbl UMeeTe BO3pakeHHsl, Bbl MOXETE BBIPa3UTh UX ceiuac, yBaxkaemblii KHs3b, —
TOBOPIO A TaK BEKJIMBO, KaK TOJIbBKO MOI'Y, BHYTPEHHE UCIILITbIBASA HEIPEOJOIMMYIO APOCTh BIIEpE-
MEIIKY C 3aTaeHHBIM JIMKOBaHWEM. Bpar oTcTynui, HO Bpara Hajio JOOUTb.

KHsI3b enaeT HeCKONbKO pacTepsIHHBIX 11ar0B B CTOPOHY, CIIOBHO COMT YE€M-TO C TOJIKY.

— Bainie cnoBo, KHs3b? — 00paniach s K Hemy, MoKa OH He YIIell.

— Moe coBo — oHa GepeMeHHa qpakoHOM! — roBoput CajieMC XPHILUIO, TaK YTO CJIBIIIAT
HE Bce.

— Ckaxure, YTOOBI BCe CIBIIIAIH, — MPOIITY 51, ¥ 3HaI0, YTO HAKMBAIO STUM CaMbIM ceOe Bpara.

OH 37100HO CMOTPHT Ha MEHSI ¥ TIOBTOPSIET TETIePh YKe TPOMKO:

— Moe c10B0O — OHa OepeMeHHa IPaKOHOM !

TYT K€ BCC KHA3bA U UX KCHBI, HCCMOTPA Ha 3aIllp€T, HAYMHAIOT TPOMKO pasroBapvBarb ApPyr
C IPYTOM.

S mozmxoxy K keHe U Oepy ee 3a pyky. UyBCTBYIO, Kak e€e TOHKHE MaJblbl JIPOKAT B MOEH
PYyKe U ceidyac OOJIbIIIe BCETO XOUy OKa3aThCsl C Hell HaeMHe, YTEeUIUTh ee... 3aCTaBUTh 3a0bITh 3Ty
6e300pa3HyIo CIICHY TOIBITKA YHU3UTH ee.

— Kusasp Canemc, Kak ¥ BCe OHH, HE CTOUT OHOTO TBOETO HOI'TS, — TOBOPIO i Ha yX0, —
THI HE Jajla MHE HACJIJHAKA, HO ThI 3aCTaBIJIA MEHsI TOPAUThLCS coOou. Tenepb A1 HUX U TSI MEHS
THI - MaTh OyJIyIIIero umreparopa!
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Anna

Teepapie nabiibl KHA3s Casiemca BOMBAIOTCSI MHE B )KUBOT, U 51 9yBCTBYIO HECTEPITUMYIO OOJIb,
MTPOHU3BIBAIOIILYIO BCE MOE TeJIO. 3arax UCXOASIIMI OT Hero pe3Ko ObeT MHE B HOC, M MHE ITPUXOIUTCS
cliesiaTh HeBEPOSTHOE YCHIIMe HaJ| cO00ii, YTOOBI HE 3aKpUYaTh OT OOJIM U OTBPAILICHHUS.

UYro oH ienaet? MesTbKoM 3arJIs/IbIBalo B €ro IJa3a v BUKY TaM XOJIOTHY0 Oe3pa3InuHYIO CTallb.
Ero 6ep3riuBbiii MOPIIUHUCTBIA POT KPUBUTCS B rpuMace oTBpailieHrst. OH Ha/1aBIMBaeT MajibliaMu
ele CHIbHee, TaK YTO 3apOKJAONIHIACS IPaKOH BHYTPU MEHsI HAYMHAET IPOTECTOBATh U TpeOOBATh,
YTOOBI 51 OTTOJIKHYJIA HA30MIMBOTO CTAPHKA MPOUb OT ceOsl.

— Tuxo, MO MaJIeHbKHiA, — TOBOPIO s TTPO ceOsl, MBITAsSCh YTUXOMHUPUTH OYypI0, OYIITYIOIIYIO
y MeH$1 BHYTpHY, — HYKHO notepreTsb. Eille HeMHoro.

— DTOro He MOXeT ObiTh, — Inermyer CajieMc ¥ MPUHIOXUBAETCS KO MHE, — OH OJIypaurl
CTapyiKa, HO He OflypayuT MeHsl... Thl He MOXellb ObITh OepeMeHHa. .

S uyBCTBYIO, Kak Oypsi BO3MYIIIEHUsI HApacTaeT BHYTPH, U KOIJa MOCIEeIHsISI HUTh TeprieHUsI
oOpwbIBaetcs, roioc KasHa pa3pesaer TUIIIMHY CBOMM BJIACTHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

Casiemc cpazy ke oTcTymnaer. Sl BUKy B €ro Ia3ax pacTepsiHHOCTh U OecCHIIbHYIO 37100y. OH
OpocaeT Ha MeHs1 B3IVIs]T TIOJTHBI HEHABUCTU M BBIMYYEHHO YibiOaeTcst. B 3Ty cekyHy OH Ha MI'HO-
BEHME TMOKa3bIBaeT 3yObl, HO 3TO HE MOXOXKEe Ha YJIBIOKY, 3TO MOX0ke Ha yrposy. OT 3Toro ockasna
10 BCEMY MOEMY Telly MpOoOeralT HelpHUATHBIE MypaIllKi U MEHsI 3aXJIECThIBACT BOJIHA cTpaxa. 51
YyBCTBYIO ceOs1 O€33alMTHON U OIMHOKOM, CTOSI TIepe/l BCEMU STUMH JIIOJIbMU, KOTOPBIE, OUEBUIHO,
HEHaBUAT MeHs. Bce 10 equHoro, KpoMe, MOXeT ObITh, UMIIEPATOPa M MOETO KHSI3SI.

Moe cepaiie CTy4UT Tak IPOMKO, UTO sI TIOUTH HE CIBIIILY TO, YTO TOBOPAT Jaubiie. [Tomb3ysch
MOMEHTOM MPUKPBIBAIO 1132 U MBITAIOCh YCIIOKOUTHCS, YTOObI HE YMacTh B OOMOPOK Mepes BceMu
KHA3bsAIMU. VM OBl cefiuac 3T0 OYeHb MOHPABUIIOCH, HEJb3sl TOCTABJISATH UM TAaKOE YIOBOJbCTBHE.
['maBHOe ABIIIATh, I1ABHOE - B3SITh ce0sl B KU U HE TOAJaBaThCsl.

[Touemy Kasu cnenan sto? Heyxenu oH 3Haer, uto 51 OepemenHa? Kak oH Mor nmogBepruyThb
MeHs1 TakoMy uctibiTanuio? Heyxkenu oH noragasncs u nouyBctBoBai? Her. DToro He MOXeT ObITb.
Ero pox He oOmagaet Takumu ymeHusimu. [Toromy CasnieMc 1 BBI3BAJICS, UTO €r0 YyThe Ky/a TOHBIIIE,
YeM y BCEeX OCTaJIbHBIX, TOHBIIIE, YeM y camoro ummeparopa. OH Obl pacIrio3Ha JIOXKb, He OyIb 51 B
caMoM Jiefie OepeMeHHa.

B rosnoBe B3pbIBAIOTCS THICSYM MBICTEH OJHOBPEMEHHO, COTHU BOIIPOCOB, Ha KOTOpbIE HET
OTBETA.

— Bynymmii HacneHUK TPOHA OIpeiesieH, — CIIBIIILY s TOJIOC CTAPOro UMIeparopa.

bynymmi nacnegauk? O kom onn? Heyxemn?..

TooBa KpyKUTCS U 51 N30 BCEX CHJI TIHITAIOCH YIIEPXaThCsl, YTOOBI HE yIacTh, BCIYIIUBAsCh B
CJIOBA, CMBICJI KOTOPBIX YCKOJIb3a€T OT MEHSI.

U 1yt 51 uyBcTBYI0 pyKy Kasna, kacatoryiocst MeHsl, Kpy:Kallluiicsi BOKPYT MEHsI [IepeMOHUATTb-
HBIH 3271 BAPYT OCTAaHABIMBAETCS, CJIOBHO €ro MPUKOCHOBEHUE, HATIEKHOE U TBEPAOE, CITYKUT SIKOPEM.

Bo3my1ieHHbI poNoOT AECATKOB JIONEH, YCUJIEHHBIM 9XOM, BAPYr MpepbIBaeTcsl MIENOTOM
KasHa, KOTOpBIH CIIBIIILY TOJIBKO 1.

— Tl He 1a1a MHE HACJICJJHUKA, HO 3aCTaBIJIa TOPIUTHCS COOOM.

3HauYuT OH BCce-Taku He 3HaeT. Ho mouemy OoH Aajl MEHsl UM Ha pacTep3aHue, €Clv 3HaJl, YToO
He OepeMenHa? OT TPEBOTM U CTpaxa sl CHOBA 3a0bIBAIO JIBIIIATh, U CITYCTS] MUHYTY XKa/IHO BTSITHBAIO
BO3/IYX MOJIHOM TPYIbIO.

— Marunyeckue HUTH B TUIaThe OAYPAYMIM UX, ThI Clealia Bce, KaK HY:KHO, MIJIasi Mosl, sl He
3a0yay sToro. Thl Obli1a BeMKONenHa! — IIerm4eT OH MHE Ha YXO U LIeJTyeT MeHs B ILIeKY, He 3a00TsICh
O TOM, YTO Ha HAC CMOTSIT.
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Hutu? OH nogsepr MeHsl TAKOMY PUCKY NOHAIESIBIINCH HA KAKHUe-TO HUTH?

OT cTpaxa y MeHsI MOAKAIIMBAIOTCS HOTU U 51 XBATAIOCh 32 ero 1iedo. YTo eciu Obl cerops s
HE TIOYyBCTBOBAJIA HAaC/IeIHIKa BHYTpH ceOs1? Canemca He ynanoch Obl OypaynTh. UTO OHU crienanu
ObI O MHOM, UTO caenai Osl ¢ KasHoM 3a JIoXKb, KOTOPYIO OH TIpUayMat?

Sl cMOTPpIO B €ro ropsiye rijia3a u MoHNUMAI0, YTO OH PUCKOBaJT 0CO3HaHHO. OH 3HaJ, 4TO JIMOO
TMOJTYYHUT BCe, JIMOO TIOTMOHET U YTAIUT 32 COOOM BCEX.

— Mot cbiH OyeT uMIiepaTopom, — IIermyeT MHe Ha yxo KasH, — u Tbl Oyzielib cunTaThest
€ro MaTephio.

Sl Xxouy KpUKHYTb €My B JIAIO, YTO OH 00e3ymesn. UTo OH He IOHMMAET, YTO AENAaeT, YTO MOsI
KU3Hb BHCEJIa Ha BOJIOCKE, YTO 51 UyTh HE yMepia OT cTpaxa. Sl Xouy KpUKHYTh €My B JIUIIO, YTO
ero dacrapapl HIKOTJa He CMOTYT MOJA00paTh Yellylo UMIIepaTopa U caesaTh MOMHBI 000poT. Xouy
CKa3arh. YTO OH HE CMOXKET JypauuTh BCEX BOKPYT OeckoHeuHO. Kak TobKO ero TaifHasi keHa pOguT
eMy CBhIHa, BCEM CTaHEeT SICHO, UTO Marus ero ciada u Bech Xpymnkui miaH Kasna pazanmures.

Ho Bce coBa 3acTpeBaioT y MeHsi B ropiie. S TOHy B rOpsIIMX IJla3ax KHs3s1 He B CHJIaX Mpo-
u3HecTH HU ciioBa. OH JepKUT MEHsI CBOMMU MOIIHBIMH PYKaMH M B 3Ty MUHYTY 51 YyBCTBYIO, UTO
CO3HAHUE MOE MYTHUTCS U BCE MOMEIICHUE 3TUBAET YePHBIMH YEPHUJIAMH, A I cama Jieuy B IIPOIacTh,
Tepsisi KOHTPOJIb HaJl CBOUM TEJIOM.

— KHsrune niaoxo, npruHecuTe BOAbI! — CIIBIITY 51 TPOMKHIA JEBUYUH TOJIOC, KAKETCS 9TO FOJIOC
Jlunuanbl, ¥ BCe MEPKHET, CKPBIBAsICh B BSA3KOM IyCTOTE, CMEIIMBAsICh C HEPA30OPUMBBHIM TOMOHOM
JECSITKOB BCTPEBOKEHHBIX TOJIOCOB.
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— AHHa, — CJIBIIIY Sl HE3HAKOMBII MATKUI OapXaTHbIN rOJIOC U YEPHUIIbHASL TEMHOTA BOKPYT
MEHsI paccpe/loTauYMBaeTCs, YCTynas MECTO 3TOMY IoJIoCy, — MPOCHUTECH.

UyBCTBYI0 Ha CBOEHl ILleKe MPUKOCHOBEHHE XOJIOIHBIX TOHKHUX MaJIbLIEB, OT KOTOPBHIX Yepes3
MI'HOBEHHME HaUMHAET UCXOJUTh OrOHb, IPOHMKAIOIIMI BHYTPh MOETO Tela. 1 olyiian, Kak ApakoH
BHYTPH MEH$1 OT3bIBA€TCS HA 3TOT OTOHb U THETCS K HEMY, CJIOBHO MOTBLJIEK JIETUT K IJIAMEHU CBEYH.
OroHp HaYMHAET pa3ropaThCs Bce sIpUe, TaK, YTO MHE CTAHOBHUTCS CTPAIIHO 3a ceOs M 3a MaJIblIa.
He moxer xe 3710 njiamsi Be4Ho HapactaTb. Ero Haio ocTaHOBUTS !

— INoxanyiicra, He HaJo OoJblle, — IIEeMYy 5 CKBO3b 3a0bIThE.

— Taiizien, TOCTaTOYHO, — Ha ITOT Pa3 1 y3HaI0 I'0JI0C — 3TO UCTUHHAS UMIIepaTopa, Jinamana.
[TanbLibl TYT K€ IepecTaloT BAMBATh B MEHSI OTOHb M B 9Ty MUHYTY sl OTKPBIBAIO, HAKOHEII, IJ1a3a.

Hazno MHO¥#, CKJIOHMBILIMCH, CTOUT MYKYMHA C JJTMHHBIME CEpeOPSHHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, OIHAKO
JIMIO y ero He KaXeTCsl CTapbIM, Ha B He OOJIbIIe JIET TPUALIATH MATH. A €ro riiasa, 4To-To CMyTHO
3HAKOMOE 51 BUKY B 9THX I1a3ax. Kakoi-To 3HaKOMBIiA JieJ] ¥ HEBBIPAa3UMYIO TIIyOMHY, YK€ BCTpeyaB-
IIyIOCS] MHE paHblIIe.

— Kak BbI ce0s1 4yBcTBYeTe? — CIIpaIIMBaeT OH OapXaTHBIM HU3KUM TOJIOCOM, KOTOPBI Tak
CTPaHHO COYETAETCs C €r0 TOHKMMH, HO BMECTE C TEM MYKECTBEHHbIMU Y€pTaMu JIULIA.

Ha ero mmpokux mieyax 6e1ocHekKHast HaKMJIKa ¢ 3aCTeKKOM U3 30J10Ta. 5 cpasy ke NOHUMAIO,
KTO OH. Tak o71eBalOTCS TOJBKO JIEKApH BBICILIETO YPOBHS, 3aIllUTHBLIME CTENEHb apXUMarucrpa B
aKaJleMuu.

— 41 B nopsjike, — TrOBOPIO S XPUILIBIM T'OJIOCOM U TYT K€ MOBTOPSIO OoJiee YBEPEHHO, —
BCE XOPOLIO.

MeJsbKkOM OKMHYB B3IVIS1/I0M [TPOCTOPHYIO KOMHATY, B KOTOPOM HAX0XYCh, 1 IOHMMAIO, YTO 3TO,
BO3MOXXHO, OJJMH U3 MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIX MTOKOEB /ISl FOCTEN BO JBOpLIE MMIIEPATOPA, I7ie MEHs YJIo-
WM Ha KpoBath. [Tomrmo iekapst, B KomHate 5 BUxKy Jlnnnany u KasHa, OHU CTOAT 4yTh 0OJANTb.

KasH, efBa 3ameTHB, 4TO 51 OTKpbLIA I71a3a, CTPEMUTEIBHO OpOcaeTcsi KO MHE U OepeT MeHs 3a
pyKy. OH caguTcs Ha KpoBaTh M 1IeJyeT MOM NaJiblibl. B ero masax s BUXy Takylo CMechb TPEBOTH
1 O0JIETYeHHs, YTO MHE CTAaHOBUTCS HEJIOBKO, UTO 5 3aCTaBWJIA €ro Tak HepBHUYaTh. Co3HaHME BCe
elre 3aTyMaHeHO OTYACTH, MO3TOMY 51 He IOMHIO OOM/Ibl Ha HETO, U BCE, YTO MHE XOUYeTCs, ITO KakK-
TO YCIIOKOUTb TPEBOT'Y MOETO UCTUHHOTO.

— Yro ciyunnocs? — cripaimsai s, — KaxeTcs, s noTepsija co3HaHue?

— Bel nepeHepBHIYaIN, KHATYUHS, — TOBOPUT Taiijies1, HUuyTh HE CMyTHUBILKCH TeM, uTo KasH
OYKBaJIbHO YyTh HE OTITMXHYJI €T0, 320bIB O IIPaBUJIaX XOPOIIIETrO TOHA, — B BaIlleM MOJIOKEHUHU HEY/I1-
BUTEJIbHO, YTO Bbl HE CIIPABMJIMChH C HABAJMBIIMMUCS Ha BaC BIIEYATIICHUSIMU.

B ero rosnoce 3By4uT MArkoe y4actue, B KOTOPOM MHE TaK U XOUeTCsl PACTBOPUThCS. XOUerTcs,
YTOOBI OH HUKOI/IA HE NepecTaBall TOBOPUTH.

$1 3aKpbIBalo IV1a3a, YCHUJIMEM BOJIM Pa3rOHssl OCTATKM YEPHOTHI, BCE elle Taslleics Ha Kpawo
T0J1S1 3PEHUS.

— Co MHO¥ HUKOT/Ia TaKOro He OBUIO, — TOBOPIO 5, — Kak OyATO YepHble o0aka y MeHs B
rosioBe. O4eHb CTPaHHO. ..

— XM, o61aka? DTo UHTEPECHO, — TrOBOPUT Taiijies1 U 1 4yBCTBYIO, YTO B IOJIOCE €TO MOSIBJISA-
eTCs1 HeMO//IeJIbHBII UHTEPEC, — Bbl HE MOIJIM Obl OIUCATh UX?

— Bul He BuaMTE, UTO OHA ycTana? — crpamuBaer jekaps KasH, npogomkas aepxkarb MeHs
3a pyKy, — 51 YyBCTBYIO, YTO OH €Jie CAepKMBAETCs, YTOOBl HE HAaXaMHUTh HU B YeM HE NOBUHHOMY
Taiiieny v Xouy OCTaHOBUTS €ro, HO Taiifen onepexkaeTr MeHsl, MUPOIOOMBO BbICTABUB PYKH BIEpes,
MOJIKPEIIAAs ITOT KeCT 00e3apyKUBAIOILEN CBOE UCKPEHHOCTBIO YJIBIOKOM.
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— IIpoctute Mmoero Opara, — BcTpeBaet JlmmaHa, — MOpoii ero MHTepeC K MeAUIMHE 3aTMe-
BAaeT ero pa3yM, U OH MOXKET ObITh Uepecuyp HaBS3UUB.

1 ciplniny B ee rosoce M yIpeK, U JITKOe BO3MYIIEHHE, HO OOJIbIIIe BCEro B HEM JIIOOBH U TETUIA.
Ceparie OT 3TOro NoYemMy-To MpeAaTeIbCKU CKUMAETCS, CIIOBHO yIIpeKasi MEeHsI B TOM, UTO 51 BCeraa
pocia ofiHa, He UMesl CYaCThsl UIMETh POJHBIX OpaTheB U CecTep.

Tak 3HauuT 37101 Taiinen Opar JIunuansl. {1 cielmana, yTo ee Opat Jiekapb, HO He 3Hajia, 4To
OH y’ke apxumaructp. MHTepecHo, mouemy OH 371ech?

Bripaxenue smia Kasna ¢ 0371001€HHOTO MEHSIETCs Ha IIPOCTO YIIPSIMOE — 3TO XOPOIINH 3HAK.

Sl HaKpBIBaIO €ro PyKy CBOEH M TOBOPIO MUPOTIOOMBO:

— Ecum Thl NO3BONHIIIB, 51 TOTOBOPIO 00 3ToM ¢ Taiifenom, Koraa MHe CTaHeT MOJTyYIle.

Kasn xmypurcsa u KuBaer.

— 3HAYNT 3TO HEe MPOCTON OOMOPOK ? — CIIpAITUBAET OH.

— Ckopee Bcero, BOJTHOBAThCS HE O YeM, — FOBOPHT JIeKaph, — HO HE MelIajio Obl HOTOBOPHUTH
00 3TOM Oosiee oipoOHO, Kora AHHA HaOepeTcsl CUJl, YTOObI ObITh YBEPEHHBIMHU.

— XopoI110, — roBopuT, HakoHell, KasH, cxumas Moo pyKy 4yTb CUIIbHEE, YeM MHe Obl XOTe-
J0ck, — s pag Oyay BUAETh Bac y HAC B TOCTsAX B Omvpkaiinue AHU. Mo oM — Balll JIoM, Toclie
TOTO, KaK BbI TOMOIJIA MOEH kKeHe CErOfHs.

Barisiap! X BeTpeyvaloTes U s He MOTY TIOHSITh, UTO BhIpaxkaeT B3misiA Taraena. Bugumo, 3to
UX HaCJIe[ICTBEHHAsl YepTa, CACPKUBATh CBOW TMOJTMHHBIE SMOIWMHU, IeMOHCTPHUPYS TOJIBKO TO, YTO
OHH XOTSIT MOKA3bIBaTb.

— IlycTtsaku, s1 BCero JMIIb BBIIOMHST CBOM BpaueOHbIN foiar. Ho oT mpurnamenus e oTka-
KyCh, — roBoput Taiesn, — ciblai, 4to 3aMoKk CaHJepcoB — OJIMH U3 MPEKPACHEUIIINX B UMIIe-
puM, HO HEe MMeJT YeCTU MOOBIBATh B HEM. [ 0BOPAT, UTO BU/ HA TOPbI, KOTOPBIN OTKPBHIBAETCS C BEPX-
HUX YPOBHEN — 3TO HEYTO HEBEPOSTHOE.

— Jla, apxuMarmcTp, CouTy 3a 4eCTb BCe BaM M0Ka3aTh, — YYTUBO roBopuT KasH, Ho 51 pacno-
3HAIO B €ro ToJI0ce TO, Yero MOTy YyBCTBOBATh TOJIBKO s1 — 3aTACHHYIO BPaXJEOHOCTh B OTHOIIICHUH
Taiigena, — Tak 4TO Xy Bac, KOraa BaM OynieT yaoOHO.

Taiinen Kusaet u GoJbllie He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, yBJIEKaeT 3a co0ol JInnuaHy, ¥ BHIXOOUT U3
KOMHATBI, THXOHBKO MTPUKPHIB 32 COOOH JBEPb.

OT MeHsI He YKpPBIBAETCs CTPAHHBIH B3IJIs/1, KOTOPBI OH OpOcaeT MHe B I71a3a, epeji TeM, Kak
BBIITH, IOTOMY UYTO B 9TOM B3IJISIIIE I, HAKOHEI] MOTY YTO-TO MTPOYUTATh, U 3TO OTUETIIMBAS TPEBOTA.
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— ComHeBaloCh 1, YTO ITOT IOHELl MOXKET ObITh MOJJIMHHBIM apXUMarkucTpoM, — TOBOPUT
KasH, korga nBepb 3aKpbIBaeTCsl, — HABEPHsKA CECTPHUKA M03a00THIIACh, YTOOB! €r0 MPOABUHYIIN
Ha caMblil BepX 0e3 IOJKHOTO 1Sl TOTO YPOBHS UCTIBITAHUS.

Sl caxych Ha KpOBaTH U MBITAIOCh OKOHYATEIbHO MPUITH B ceOsl.

— Te6e oH He HpaBUTCS, — TOBOPIO 51, — HO MHE KaXeTCsl, 4TO Thl IpeAB3sT. To, 4To oH Opar
VCTUHHOW MMIIepaTopa, elle He 3HAUUT, YTO OH 00s3aTeJIbHO HEKOMIIETEHTEH.

— A s BUKy Tebe OH 3aras B JyIily, Mijasi, — B INla3ax KasHa rmueriercs BhI3bIBAIOIINIA OTOHb.

51 TyT e croxBaThIBalOCh, MOHUMas1, 4To crioputh ¢ Kasnom ceitvac ny4qine He crout. He xBa-
TaJIO ellle, YTOOBl OH pa3Hec MOKOU B UMIIepaTopckoM JBople. Ero HepBbl, MOX0Ke, HATAHYTHI, KaK
CTPYHBI U JIyullie Obl MHE IOMOJTYATh.

— 4 mpocTo ckazana, 4To Jydiie Obl He CYAUTh paHbllle BPEMEHH. . .

— 41 ¥ TaK MOHsJI, YTO THI CKa3aia, AHHA.

— JlagHo, — cmsryaercs KasH u HauMHaeT 3aJyM4rBO MEpPUTh IIaraMy KOMHATY, — MBI Celd-
Yac JOJDKHBI OBITh KpaiiHe OCTOPOXKHBI, AHHA, UTPa, KOTOPYIO MBI 3aTesuT TpeOyeT OrpOMHOTO Tep-
MIeHUs1 ¥ BBIIEPKKH OT HAC BCEX.

4l xo4y ckazaTh «Mrpa, KOTOpYIO ThI 3aTesil», HO IEPKY s3bIK 3a 3yOamu. {1 perato, 4to He Oyay
criopuTh ¢ Kasnom, 4to Obl oH HU ckazai. OH JOJDKEeH oulymarh cedsl Tak, CIOBHO BO MHE HHUTO
He U3MEHWJIOCh, XOTS BUAAT OOTH, € TeX MOp, KaK BHYTPU MEHs MOCEIWIICSA MaJeHbKUI JPAKOH, Yy
MEHsI CJIOBHO ObI IOSIBUITHICh COOCTBEHHBIE KpbUTbsi. ECii paHbiiie 51 Bo BceM coramaiach ¢ Kasnom n
BEpUJIa B TO, YTO KAXJI0€ €0 CJIOBO U Kak/10€ ero JeUCTBUE 3TO 3aKOH, TO TETlepb BCE IEPEMEHUIIOCh.
W oH He goIKeH 3aMETUTD TOTO. JTO TOJIBKO MOs TalHa.

S1 OCTOpOXKHO KJIaay PyKy Ha KMBOT M IPEJACTaBJIsAI0 cebe Mallblllla, KOTOPbI BHYTPU. DTO
MIHOBEHHO YCIIOKauBaeT MEHs, BCeJssl B Cepllie TaKoe TEIUIO U JII0OOBb, YTO MHE CTAaHOBHUTCS BCE
PaBHO HA TO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT BOKpPYT. HepBHO BhimaruBaonmii no komuare Kasu yxe He 3a00tut
MEHsl, ceyac s MbICISIMU TOJIBKO C MOMM CBHIHOM.

ITyctbs Kasn nenaert, 4To X04eT, Moka MO HEpOX JEHHbIH e111e CbIH CO MHOM, 51 3HAI0, YTO CITPaB-
JIOCh C YEM YTOJIHO.

— TbI HEBEpOATHO XOPOILIO BCe clieiaa, — BBIBOAUT MeHs U3 pazaymuil KasH, — sydiero
U KeJaTh ObLIO HeJlb34l.

— 310 OBUIO ONACHO, — HE YAEPXKUBAIOCH 51, I UICTUHHOMY B IJ1a3a.

— Puck Obut onpaBziad, — OeclieyHO TOBOPUT OH U MOMNPABJISAET JIOKOH Y MEHsI B ITPUYECKeE.

— 3Hael, THl clIeJIaa Bce TaK XOPOIIO, YTO B KAKOK-TO MOMEHT $1 Jlake caM TeOe MOBEpHII.
A 3TOT OOMOPOK. .. DTO MPOCTO TEHUATBHO, HAJIO OT/AATh TeOe JOJIKHOE, Thl OYEHb JIOBKO OT/es1a1ach
OT 9THX HA30WIMBBIX KHA3eW. 1 Obl HE MpUAyMa JIyylle.

— TonbKo BOT s He npUuTBoOpsiilack, KasH, — roBopio .

— IpaBra? — npakoH XMypPHUTCS ¥ IPOBOAUT MAJIBLIEM 110 CBOEMY BHCKY, — 3HAUHUT 3TO OblIa
He urpa?

OH caguTtcs pAgoM CO MHOM, yYacTIMBO OepeT MeHs 3a PyKY U LIEJyeT ee.

— 3Haelb, MIIas, A MOPOH 3a0bIBA0, YTO Thl BCETO JIMIIb YeJIOBEK. 51 Tak MPUBBIK K TOMY,
YTO Thl BCE MOHMMAEIllb C IMOIYCJIOBA, MPUBBIK K TOMY, YTO Thl BCErJa PsAAOM CO MHOM, IPUBBIK,
YTO JiesIaelllb BCE, YTO 51 TOBOPIO, POBHO TaK, KaK HYXKHO M 3TO, MPU3HAThCsA, MeHs pacciaduiio. 51
X049y, 4TOOBI ThI 3HaJIa, KAK CUJIBHO 5 IIEHIO TeOs M KaK BaKHO MHE COXPaHSTh C TOOOH Ty CBSI3b, UTO
ME>X/1y HAMM €CTb, HE TOJIBKO CBSI3b HICTUHHOCTH, HO U OoJiee IITyOOKYIO CBSI3b, KOTOpPasl yCTAHOBUJIACH
MEKIy HaMH 3a 9TH TOfIbl, 4TO Mbl BMecTe. He mpoxomut u aHs, 4To0s! 51 He Oiaropapui 6ora, 4to
OH MOJAPUJ MHE TeOsl.
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KasH roBoput THX0 U BKPAJUMBO, TaK UYTO s MOCTETIEHHO PACTBOPSIIOCH B €0 HU3KOM ToJIoce,
KakK B OOBATHAX.

KoneuHo, OH 3HaeT, Kak 3aCTaBUTh MOE CepIle TasTh.

— 1 xody, 9TOOBI THI 3HAJIA, CITyYUTCS MOXKET BCE, UYTO YTOJAHO, HO HEM3MEHHO JIWIITh OTHO —
MOsI BeUHas JToOOBb K TeOe, AHHA. Sl HM CeKyH[pl He TIoXKajea O TOM, UTO CBSI3aH C TOOOM y3aMH.
KaxpIii pas, Kkorjga Tel psiIoM, JIaxke CITyCTS 9TH TOIbI, YTO MBI BMECTE, sl 9yBCTBYIO TO JK€ CaMoe, 4TO
MOYYBCTBOBAJ B MIEPBBIN JIeHb Halllei BCTpedd. Thl TOMHMIIB, KaK 3TO ObUIO?

— KoHeuHo s MoMHIO, — IIiernyy s, 9yBCTBYS, KaK METKa pa3ropaercs HeCTePIUMbIM OTHEM,
BBIJICPTUBAst U3 MOETO CO3HAHUSI U MOEH MaMsTH BCe, KpOMe TOro MepBOro JAHS.

OH npubmmkaeTcsi Ko MHE M HEXKHO IeJlyeT MeHs B IyObl, U s, KaK 3arMITHOTU3UPOBAHHAS,
OTBEYAI0 Ha €ro MoIejyi, He B CHJIaX COMpOTUBIAThCA. OH 32 KaKue-TO CEKYH/Ibl CHOCUT BCE MOU
Oapbephl, UTO Sl TAK CAMOHAJIESTHHO BBICTPOWJIA TIPOTUB €ro HATUCKA, U BOT S YKe MPHKUMAIOCh K
HEMY BCEM TeJIOM, XKeJlast, YTOObI OH B3SUT MEHsI IIPSIMO 3/IECh, HAIPOYb 3a0bIBasi 000 BCEM, UTO OBLIO.
Bups nepen co6oii TONBKO €ro CBEpKAoIUi 00pa3, HEYKJIOHHO MaHSIIUN MEHsI, Kak MOTBIJIbKA Ha
yOMIICTBEHHBIN CBET CBEUH.
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— 41 Tak Tebs1 modmo, AHHa, — pbuUT KasH MHE B yXO U 51 He B CHJIaX COIPOTUBIISITBCS €T0
HATUCKY.

— 4l Toxxe moOI0 TeOs1, MO UCTHHHBIN, — INEMYY 51, IyBCTBYsI, KAK METKA TOPUT SIPKUM OTHEM,
pazkurasi SpOCTHOE TUIaMs CTpacTh. B 0OBSATHSAX MOEro KHS3s S OLIyInaw ceOsl Tak, CJIOBHO MOEH
BOJIM OOJTBITIE HE CYIIECTBYET U €CTh TOJIBKO €r0 BOJISL U €0 JKEeJIaHUs JPaKoHa.

OH 1iesryeT MOIo IIIel0 ¥ 10 BCEMY Tely PacXoIsATCs HEBOOOPAa3UMO MPHATHBIE Mypamku. $1
X04y YTOOBI OH MPOIOJIKAN, YTOOBI HE OCTAHABJIMBAJICS, YTOOBI B35JT MEHS MPSMO CIECh. . .

1 3apeIBalOCh MATBLIAMU B €0 TYCThIE BBIOIIMECS BOJIOCHI M CTOPAIo OT JIIOOBU K CBOEMY KHSI3IO.,
MOEMY UCTUHHOMY.

Bapyr 4to-To HaUMHAET MasTYUTh HA KPAI0 CO3HAHUSI.

51 6010Ch IPUKOCHYTHCS K STOMY, BE[lb YKE 3HAIO, UYTO YBUXKY. S CKMUMAIOCh BHYTPEHHE, HAKOHEI]
OCO3HAaBas, 4TO BCE 3TO OBLJIO HE CHOM.

TyMaH B rojioBe paccemBaeTcs 1 sl OTYETIIMBO BCIIOMUHAIO Yy XKUeE MaIbIIbl KOTOPbIE TaK ke, KaK
MOU ceifuac, 3apbIBaJIUCh B BOJIOCH Moero Kasua.

S BuXKy miepes r1a3aMy TOHKME PYKH, OOBHBAIOIIME IIIEI0 MOETO MY:Ka, CIBIITY 3aTUBUCTHIN
IEBUYUI CMEX.

Her, Her, Hy moyeMy 3T0 He MOXeET ObITh AyPHBIM CHOM, KaK MHE Ka3aJI0Ch MUHYTY Ha3aj?

Sl mpITaloch OTOrHATH OT ce0sl KApPTHHBI CETOIHSIIHEr0 yTpa, HO OHU TOJBKO sipye BCTAIOT
riepe]; MOMM BHYTPEHHHM B30POM, 3aCTHJIas Jlake HEBOOOPA3UMO SIPOCTHBIN 30B METKH, TPEOYIOIIHUiA
OTIIAThCS MOEMY UCTUHHOMY.

OH yHuswi MeHs1. OH nipenat MeHsist. TobKO Tenepp s BCIIOMUHAIO, YTO OBUIO CErOIHSI yTPOM
BO BCEX JeTalsix. To, UTO BBITECHUJI Ha BpeMsl OOMOPOK M STOT CTPaHHBIM YEPHBIN TyMaH, Teriepb
CHOBa OXWJIO BHYTPY MEHSI, BIIMBASICh B CEP/LIE, CMEPTEIILHO OOJIE3HEHHBIM KaJIOM OOU/IBL.

— MHe 6011bHO, — TOBOPIO sI, HAKOHEII, KOT/Ia Yepe3 CHITY 3aCTaBJIslio ceOsl CesIaTh IMOTHbINA
BJIIOX.

— Pa3Be s He HexeH ¢ TOOO0il, MOsI IeBOUKa? — CIpalllMBaeT KHs3b, He MpeKpaiias 1eoBaTh
MeHSI, CITyCKasiCh OT IIIer BCe HUXKe,, — $1 ke JOJDKEH OTONarogaputh Teds 3a TO, KaK Thl MPOsIBUIA
cedd cerogus, J00MMas. b

— Tot npuurHm MHE 6071b, Ka3H, — TOBOPIO 51, MBITAasiCh BBICBOOOAUTHCS U3 €r0 OOBSITUI, HO
OH HE OCTAHABJIMBAETCS.

— Tsl mpo MOMX JeByIIeK? — CIpalIUBaeT OH U 3arjisAbIBaeT MHE B IJ1a3a, — s AyMall Mbl
BCE YJIa[IWIIH, U Thl He Oy/elb CHOBa JOHUMAaTh MEHS STUMHU MyCTAKaMU. Thl jKe 3Haelllb, YTO JII0OI0
s b 1edst onHy. Tak urto xe Tede erie Haao?

— 3ayeM ThI TOBOpHIIIL O M0OBU, KasH? — cripammsaio s, ¥ Mojb3ysch TeM, YTO OH OCTaHO-
BUJICS, BBICBOOOXKAAIOCH U3 €ro OOBSITUI, MITKO OTCTPaHssl €ro Kpernkue pyku, — Thbl CleNial BCe,
YTOOBI YOUTH JIIOOOBH U MPOIOJIKACIITH 9TO JesaTh. . .

SI mpITaloCch He TUIaKaTh, HO TOBOPSI 9TH CJIOBA, S YKEUYBCTBYIO, KaK IO IIeKaM KaTsSITCS CJIE3bI.
KasH npubmikaeTcst Ko MHE | 1IeJTyeT MOM IIeKH ¥ TyObl. [loliennyn ero Takue HexHbIe, 4TO OT 3TOTO
s MHE XOUeTCs IJIaKaTh ellle OOJIbIIIE.

[Touemy oH Tak mocTymuia?

— Thl noiimelb, 4TO s BCe Jesalo MPaBHIIbHO, — IIEMYeT OH, — OIHAKAbI Thl IOMMEIIb, Th
CMUPHUIIILCSI U OCO3HACIITh, UTO BCE ITO I JIeNalo TOJIbKO paay HAc, paay Halllero HacjeqHUKA, paau
TeOs1. Pagu Gynyiiero Hareid UMIepuu.

OT 3TUX CJIOB BHYTPH CJIOBHO Pa30MBAETCs UTO-TO XPYIKOE.

— Hey:xenu Tbl He YyBCTBYelllb, KaK MHE OOJIbHO? — CITPAIMBAIO sI, — HEYXKEJU Thl TAKOU
OeccepreyuHblit?
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S BUKY, Kak BBIpaKEHHE €ro JIMIAa CTAaHOBHUTCSI HEMOKOJeOMMO yrpsiMbiM. OH ILIypuTCs U
KayaeT rojIoBOM.

— INoroBopum noma, AHHa, 371eCh HE BpeMsl U He MeCTO, — OpOcaeT OH XOJIOAHO U MOAXOAUT
K OOJIBIIIOMY 3€pKajy, BUCSIIEMY Ha CTEHe.

Sl Xo4y KpUKHYTb eMy, 4To 51 He Oyay OoJibllie HM O YeM C HUM TOBOPUTh, HO BMECTO 3TOTO
TOJIBKO IJIOTAIO CJIE3BI, TIsA/s1, KaK OH MOMPABJISIET CBOM POCKOIIHBINA KOCTIOM. JIMIIO €ro He BhIpakaeT
HUKAKUX SMOIIMI U OT 3TOr0 MHE CTAHOBUTCS YYJOBHIITHO OIMHOKO, CJIOBHO $I OCTaJIaCh OfIHA B I1€JIOM
MUpe.

— IpuBenu cedst B MOPSAAOK, — IEAUT OH pa3apakeHHO, — He XO4Yy, YTOObI MTPUIBOPHbIC
BUeM TeOs pacTpernaHHoi. Teneph Thl HE MPOCTO KHATHHS, TeTIEPh ThI JJI BCEX MaTh OymyIlero
umreparopa. DTo HanaraeT Ha Te0si OOJIbIIYI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. Tak 4To nepecTaHb IJIaKaTh, U MOY-
Mai XOTb O YeM-HUOY/Ib, KpOMe ceOsl M CBOel JIParorieHHOW OOH/IBI.

41 nenaio ryOOKMIA BAOX U 3aKPHIBAIO T71a3a.

Her, s He ogna. Co MHO¥ 3/1ech MO OymyImuil ChiH. §1 9yBCTBYIO, KaK €ro Terio COrpeBaeT
MeHs], OIIYIIal0 Ha KOHYMKAX MaJIbIEeB jKap U BAPYT HE3aMETHO /s ceOsl yCIOKauBaoCh. DMOLIUH,
KOTOpbIE pa3pbiBajId MEHsI Ha YaCTU MUHYTY Ha3al, Telepb CTAHOBSITCS MATYE U YKe HEe pa3pyllaioT
MeHS U3HYTPH.

Sl nenaio ere HECKOJIBKO TITyOOKHX BIOXOB M BCTAIO PAJIOM C KHsI3eM. Sl 3acTernBaio MyroBuIly
Ha ero KOM30JIe U Pa3riia)kMBal0 BOPOTHUK COPOUYKH, KaK U TIOJIOKEHO XOPOIIIEH KeHe.

CMOTpIO B €ro IpakOHbHU I71a3a, B KOTOPHIX HET M HAMEKa Ha COXaJieHHe, OH CMOTPHUT Ha MEHs
HE MWTasl, UCTIBITBIBAsE MOU B3TJISA.

— Tak-To Jy4Ilie, — roBOPUT OH U TOMPABJISIeT BHIOUBINMECS U3 MPUUECKU JIOKOHBI, — HE
Mo30pb MEHs Ha Jiofsix, AHHa. [lenaii To, 4TO s TOBOpIO Tebe M MOoNMelTb, YTO Tak Hajo. f 3Halo,
THI YMHasl, Thl CUJIbHAS

— Ja, Kasn, — roBopio 1, 4yBCTBYS TEILJIO 3apOsK/IAIOIIENCs B MOeM KUBOTE KU3HU. Ecim Obl
HE OHO, 51 Obl He cripaBuiack. Eciu Obl He 9TO Terwio, st Obl HABEPHOE yMepJia CEerofiHsI.

— Tak-T1o nyume, — roBoput Kasn u B ronoce ero 3By4ar MsrKMe HOTHI, — Ceilvac Hy:KHO
AyMaTh TOJBKO O OydyIlleM UMIIepaTope, KOTOPOTO Thl BOCITUTACIIID.

— [Hla, Tel IpaB, My MO, — TOBOPIO 51, CTapasich, YTOOBI MOH TOJIOC 3ByYall )KUBO U HETIpU-
HYXJCHHO.

51 cmory nipoiitu depe3 31o. {1 crirpaio posb BepHoU keHbl. U g cienato Bee, YTo0bl MOH CHIH U
npasja craj uMreparopom. Bot Tonbko kem Oyaet ripu Hem KasH, 6osbloit Borpoc. . .
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VYTpeHHee comHIe, Kak 0OBIYHO, ObET MHE B IJ1a3a U s IIPOCHINAIOCh, PaIysICh JJACKOBBIM U Tell-
JbpIM JtyyaM. He oTKpbiBast 11a3, s nepBble MTHOBEHUS MbITAIOCh YAEPKaTh B MaMATH YCKOJIb3AIOIIHUI
COH. MHe CHMJIOCh YTO-TO XOpollee, YTO-TO cBA3aHHOoe ¢ KasHnoMm u Moum peGeHkoM. S Oblia Tak
CYACTIIMBA, BCE KA3QJIOCh TAKMM OE3MSITEKHBIM U OOCIIAOIINM OECKOHEYHO CYACTIMBYIO KM3Hb BIIe-
peau.

— KasH, — menuy 51 1 Tporato pykoit nocresb. Ho ero Her psagom. OTKpbIBaio Iia3a 1 MOHU-
Malo, YTO CHOBA B CMAJIbHE OfIHA.

U tyT BocrioMrHaHs1 060 BCeM BUEpAITHEM JHE OOPYIIMBAIOTCS HA MEHs], Kak OellleHasi ropHast
JIOBMHA, HECYIIAsICS CO CKJIOHA, OE3KaJIOCTHO U YOUHCTBEHHO.

Sl nepraioch BceM TEJIOM U CJIbILTY CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN CTOH OTYASIHHOTO COXKaJICHUS.

— Her, ner, noxainy¥icra, mycTb 3T0 OyJeT HEeIIpaB/ION.

Kak OpI MHE XOTeNnoch BEpHYTh ceifuac TOT COH, Ifie Bce ObUIO Tak Oe3MATEXHO, rae ObLIo
CTOJIBKO cuacThbsi. Ho yem Gosbliie 1 MbITaloch 3TO CAENaTh, TeM ObICTpee MOCIeTHIE OOPBHIBKH CYACT-
JIMBOTO CHA 00ECLBEUMBAIOTCS M MCUE3AI0T U3 MOEW MaMATH He OCTaBJisisl HUYEro, KpoMe MpUBKyca
TOpEeYy U COKAJIEHUsI O TOM, YTO ITO TOJIBKO COH.

S TAHYCh K JKM3HU, 3apOXKIAIOIIEHCS BHYTPH MEHS U ¢ OOJIerYeHreM OOHapyKHMBAIO, YTO XOTS
OBl MOI1 OyIyIIMIA CBIH BCE el1le cO MHOM. $1 BO3HOIIY I71a3a K HeOy | IIendy KpaTKylo 0J1arofiapcTBeH-
HYIO MOJIUTBY OOTYy JIpaKkoHy.

HyxHo ObITh OnarosapHoii. Y MeHsl €CTh ChIH, M OH MEeHsI He OCTaBUT. HyXHO OBbITh CHIIBHOM,
paau Hero.

CraBmo HOTM Ha KaMEHHBIH T0JI, ¥ YyBCTBYIO IIPUBBIYHBINA XOJIO, KOTOPBIH Tenepb He Mpoou-
paet MeHs 10 KOCTel, Oaroapsi Terty, 4To JapuT MHE MO OyIyIIUid ChIH.

S1 mpoX0’Ky B MOJIESIbHYIO KOMHATY, TPUBBIYHO CUMTAS LLIArH, STOT PUTYAT 51 UCTIOJIHSIO KK IbIiA
J€Hb yXke TPU IOl ¥ Mablibl HA MOMX HOTax 3HAIOT KaXAYI0 IIepOXOBATOCTh KAMEHHBIX IUIUT MOJIA.
4l Moryta OBl TPOWTH 3ECh C 3aKPHITHIMU I71a3aMH, €CJTH OBl OBLIIO HYXHO.

— 3npaBcTBYiiTe, BUKTOpP, — roBOpIO 1, BOI/I151 B MOJIEJIbHYI0 KOMHATY U 3aCTBIBAIO Ha MOPOTe.

Tpu AeBYIIKY, TallHbIE )KEHBI MOETO KHS35l, CTOAT MEpeJl aJITAPEM, CIIOKUB PYKH.

Bukrop O6pocaer B3 Ha MeHsl. 1 HeCMOTpsI Ha TO, YTO OOBIYHO €ro Ila3a He BBIPaKaloT
HHUKAKMX MOLMIA, ceiiyac MHe KaXeTcs, 4TO 51 BIXKY B HUX kaJocTb. OH MOIKUMAaeT IyObl U JieaeT
NIPUIIALLIAIOLINN KECT, pejsiaras MHe IPUCOEJUHUTHCS K HUM.

BosHa Bo3My1LIeHu S, M HETOI0BAHUS IPOHOCUTCS BHYTPH MEHS U 51 XOUY BbIOEKaTh U3 MOJIEIb-
HOM KOMHATBI TYT 3K, JIMIIb Obl IepKaThCs MOJAJIbIIE OT 3TUX AEBOK, HO IOHMMAIO, YTO 3TO peds-
YeCTBO.

— Teneps AeByIIKY OYAYT MOJIMTBCS C HAMH, — TUXO FOBOPUT BUKTOp, — eciu Bbl pa3jiennre
C HIMHM MOJIUTBY, OHA CMOTYT JIy4Ille TTOCITYKHTh OOTY.

Sl 4yBCTBYI0, Kak JpoKaT MOM PyKH U MOJIKAIIMBAIOTCS HOTH, HO CTAPAIOCh CEATh KaK MOKHO
Oonee HerpoHMUaeMblil BUJ. Eiie He xBarajo mokasaTh nepej 3TUMU JEBKaMHU CBOU IOJAIMHHbIE
3MOLMU. SIpOCTb M OrOHb B MOEM CEPJLIE TAK CHIIbHBI B 3Ty MUHYTY, YTO MHE KaXKeTCs, 1 MOT'Y CIaJIUTh
3[eCh BCe, €CIIM TOJIBKO Moskenan. Ho KoHeuHO, 3TO TOJbKO MILTIO3USI.

Yro ke, Kasn, ThI perm eme pa3 MeHst yHu3uTh? Ho 51 cOXpaHIo TOCTOMHCTBO, Kak 1 ogo0aeT
VCTUHHOM KHATHHE, KaKuX Obl ellle YHMKEHUI Thl He TPUAYyMAaJl AJIs1 MEHsI.

— Eciu Tak ckazas KHsA3b, — roBopio s1 BUKTOPY U BCTalo ps/IoM C AEBYIIKAMHU.

OHUM He OTKPHIBAIOT I71a3 U CMUPEHHO MOJISATCS, IIermya rnpo cedst cioBa. MoJsTcs TOYHO TakK
ke, KaK 51 MOJIJIACh BCE 9TU TOAIBI.

$1 cMOTpIO Ha KX JIMLIA, TBITAsICh BUJAETh B HUX IIPOCTO JEBYIIEK, HUA B YEM HE MOBUHHBIX [TTyIIbIX
Y HauBHBIX JEBYIIEK, KOTOPbIX KHA3b 3aCTaBUJI CIIyKUTh ceOe cuioil. Korma oHu mMonsTes, mua ux
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KQKyTCS TAKUMH YUCTHIMH ¥ HAUBHBIMU, UTO 5 TIOUTH BEPIO B CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO MicTopuio. Ho TyT B
MaMsTh 3aKPaJbIBAETCS BUEPAIIIHEE YTPO U UX Pa3BPATHBIN U MPE3PUTEIbHBIN CMEX, OTUETO XPyMKasi
3aIMTa, KOTOPYIO s [UIsI ceOs BHICTPOMIIA, YTOOBI HE HEHABUIIETh UX, Cpa3y ke PyIIUTCS.

Her, onu He Takue HEBUHHBIE OBEUKH, KAKUMU XOTST Ka3aTbCsl.

Sl OTBOpaYMBAIOCh M 3aCTaBIISAIO ceOsl epecTaTh JyMaTh O HUX, IEPECTaTh CIBIIATH UX IIETIOT.
3acrapisiio ce0s1 COCPeJOTOUMTHLCS] HA MOJIUTBE.

CeronHsIIHAS MOJMTBA OKAaHUMBAETCs Oe3 ciie3, BIEpBbIE 32 TP roa.

— IMoxanyiicta, ocraBbTe Hac ¢ BUKkTOpoM, — roBopIo 4, eJie ciepkrBasi HeHaBUCTh B T0JIOCE.

— Ho kH#3b cKazall, 4TO BbI IOJIKHBI. . .— TOBOPUT OJIHA U3 JIEBYIIIEK.

— 4 Bam HuYero He nomkHa! YOupaiTech OTCI0a, — TOBOPIO s, — Yero Obl HU HArOBOPHII
BaM KHsI3b, MBI He OylleM ¢ BaMH TOZIPYKKaMH, 51 He Oy[ly MOJIUTLCSI C BAMH Y OTHOrO 00pasa, U BbI
HaBCEeTa OCTAHETECh JIs1 MEHS €r0 JEBKaMH.

S BUKY Kak y OMHOM U3 HUX U3 T71a3 OpbI3raioT ciie3sl. OHa BHITUPAET WX JIAJIOHBIO U BhIOETaeT
13 KOMHaThl. OcTasibHble PaCTEPSIHHO CMOTPAT Ha BukTtopa OH KMBaeT 1 OHU YXOAST BCIIE]] 3a CBOEH
TOJPYTOM.

Korpa ux maru ctuxaror, s erie HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT IBITAIOCh YCIIOKOUTH CEPALIE, & TIOTOM HaYM-
HAl0 TOBOPUTb.

— Kak BbI MOXeTe noiepAkuBaTh 3T0? — CHpAIMBAIO 5, YK€ 0CO3HaB, yTo KasH HaBepHska
MOCBSITWJI Kpelia B CBOM XPYIIKHUI IJIaH.

— V MeHs HeT BHIOOpa, — CYXO TOBOPHT Kpell.

— Bri0op ecTb Bceraa, v 'y Bac ero Kyaa Oosnbliie, YeM Y MeHsl.

— Bu1 ormmbaetech, KHATUHSL. S CiTy Ky KHS3I0, TaK ke, KaK CIyXKy IpakOHbeMy 00Ty, 9TO eJ1H-
CTBEHHBIN BHIOODP, KOTOPBIH 51 COBEPIIII B CBOEH KM3HU M HE OTCTYIUTIO OT HErO HUKOT/IA.

— U 1B Oygerb BO3HArpax/JieH 3a 910, Koraa Bee OyAeT KOHUEHO, — BIIPYT CIIBIILY s pa3apa-
JKeHHbIN rosioc KasHa, 3acTaBisionuil MeHs1 B3APOTHYTb .

OH npoXxoauT B KOMHATY, ep:ka 3a pyKy Ty CaMyIo IEBYIIIKY, KOTOpas 3aruiakajia OT MOMX CJIOB.

— Ter nomkna u3BuHUTHES Niepen Coduelt, AHHa, Oyayias MaTh TBOEro pedeHKa He 3aciy-
KWJ1a TBOUX OCKOPOJICHUH, OHa 3aciykK1jIa TOJIbKO JIIOOOBb M y4yacTue, — ropopuT KasH, mogsons
3aIJJaKaHHYIO IEBYOHKY KO MHE.
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— DBynymias mate Moero pebeHKa? — CITpaIIvBaio s THXUM T'OJIOCOM M MOJHMMAIO IJ1a3a Ha
Kasna.

Ero nuio UCKITIOUUTENIBHO CYpOBO B 3Ty MUHYTY U BBIPAKAa€T TOJIBKO TBEPAYIO YBEPEHHOCTb.
OH oTBevaeT Ha MO B3IVIA] CBOMM HEMUTAIOIIMM B3IJISIIOM, B €10 I71a33aX C BEPTUKAJIBHBIM 3PAYKOM
IUIEILETCS] APOCTHBIM OTOHb, TOTOBBII BHIIIIECHYTHCSI HAPYKY, CTOUT MHE TOJIBKO CKa3aTh XOTb OJHO
CJIOBO TIOMEPEK €ro ApakoHbEH BoOJIE.

S Buky, kak o Coduu Uckaxaer rpumaca OoJH.

— KHs3p, pyka! — NUIIUT OHa TOHEHBKUM TOJIOCKOM, ¥ TYT KasH croxBarbiBaercsi, oOHapy-
’KMB, UTO CJIMIIKOM CHJIBHO CKaJl €€ XPYIKYIO JIaIoWKy. OH MOAHUMAET €€ pyKy Y HEXKHO LiesyeT. 5
BUKY, KaK JpOKaT €e TOHKHE MaJbLbl ¥ OT ITOr0 3peJIUILA MHE XOUeTCsl OTBEPHYThCS.

OpHaxo B3MIsAa OH HE NIEPEBOUT, OKUAs, UTO 51 [IOTYUHIOCH.

4l xouy OTTONKHYTH Myka, BHIOEKATh OTCIOAA U OekKaTh TaK JAJIEKO, KaK TOJIbKO BO3MOXHO. Ho
s 3HaI0, YTO OexaTh MHE HeKya. S TIeTHo cunTasa cedst XO3MKOH TOro goMa. 371ech BCe TaK, Kak
3axoueT KasH, Bce ciryru OyayT BHIIOJMHSTH TOJIBKO €rO BOJIIO, M €CJIM OH 3aX04eT, U OyleT CUMTATb,
YTO 3TO paayd MOeH Oe30MacHOCTH, OH 3arpeT MeHs Tie-HUOyAb B OIHOW M3 KOMHAT B OalllHe, U
MIPUCTABUT HAJI3UpaTesiell, U Tak MPOAJMTCS JO TeX MOp, MOKa OH HE MOJIYYUT CBOETO HACJIEAHUKA.

MHe ke Henb3s1 3Toro 1onycTuTb. COBceM CKOpPO MHE HYKHO OyneT OekaTb, IIOTOMY UTO s He
Mory octaBatbcsl ¢ KasHoM, a eciii OH y3HaeT 0 TOM, UTO 5 HOILY MO/ CEpALIEM €ro HacJeAHUKA, OH
HM 32 YTO HE OTIIYCTHT MEHS.

Her, HyxHO BectH cebst ymHee. Hy:KHO ycMHPHTB CBOIO SIPOCTb U MOIYMHHUTBCS Ceidac, 4TOObI
Kak CJIe/lyeT MOAroToBUThcsl. Ho Mot 6or, Kak e 3TO TPyAHO.

— Hy, — Xpuruio roBoput Moii UICTUHHBINA U MIAAUT 110 ronose Coduio, a MOTOM MATKO MOJ-
TAJIKMBAET €€ KO MHE HABCTpeuy, Jiepka pyKy Ha ee CMHe, — [10pa MUPUTHCS, IEBOYKH.

S mepeBo:Xy B3I ¢ I71a3 KasHa MOJIHBIX BIACTHOTO YNIPSAMCTBA, Ha 3apeBaHHoe Jiio Copun.
Omna coBceM 10Has, €l ABHO €1Ba HUCIIOJHWIOCh BOCEMHALATh JIET, HA JIMLE €€ €IlEe COXPaHWIach
o4apoBateJibHas IeTCKask OKPYIVIOCTb, KOTOPasi HE IOPTUT €€, a [EJAeT TOJIBKO elle PUBJIEKaTe/IbHEE.
TeMHO-cepble I71a3a CMOTPAT Ha MeHs co cTpaxoM. IToxoxe, eif camoil He CIMIIKOM HPaBUTCS 3Ta
cutyanusi. Ho eciu Tak, To 3a4em oHa cpasy ke nobesxaia xanosarscs Kasny Ha 1o, 4to ee oouaenu?

Sl moaxoxy K Hell moOJIMKe U YyBCTBYIO, KaK OHA BCSl CKUMAETCS OT HANPSIKEHUs], HEPOU3-
BOJILHO OTIIATHIBAsICh Ha3ajl, CIIOBHO OOUTCS, UTO 1 ceifuac yaapio ee.

— To1 Goutbest MeHsA? — cHpalmBaro s ee.

OHna pacTepssHHO CMOTPUT TO Ha MEH#, TO Ha KHA34, HE 3Hasl, [TIOXOXE, YTO HY)KHO OTBEYaTh.

— TI'oBopu, Codust, He Oocsi, — mondaapuBaer ee KasH, — MHe HyKHO, YTOOBI Bbl PEIIMIIN
BCE pa3HOIIacHsi, Kak MOXHO ObicTpee. Torma Mbl Bce OyeM CUaCT/IMBBI U JOBOJIBHBI KM3HBIO.

— BbI 35uTech Ha MeHsl, — HaKOHeLl, TOBOPUT JEBYOHKA JPOXKAIIUM IOJIOCKOM, — 51 HE 3HAI0
3a 4TO, Be/lb 5 TOJIBKO BBINOJIHSJIA BOJIIO MOETO KH34, @ Yepe3 HEero, BOJIO Halllero rocroja. 51 rorosa
CITy’KUTb ¥l €My M BaM JI0 CAaMOW CMepTH. 5] TOTOBa Ha YTO YTOIHO, JIUIIb ObI UCTIONHUTH €T0 BOJIO U
MOCITY’KUTh TEM caMbIM BeJIMKoMy OoroyrogHomy pony Canzepca. U s1 Obl xoterna. . .

JleBuoHka ocekaercs u KasH nopdaapuBaeT ee, HEXXHO IMaJs MO pyKe:

— Hy xe, Cocusi, He cTecHsiCs, TOBOPH, KaK BEJIUT TeOe qyIa.

— 41 6B1 XOTeNa, 4YTOObl MBI C BaMH ObUTH MOAPYTaMU, — FOBOPUT OHA U HECMEJIO MOJHUMAET
Ha MeHs 171a3a. U s MeuTasna Obl, YTOOBI BBl CUMTAIM MEHS CBOEW MIIa/IIIIel CECTPOt, KHATHUH:A. S Oyay
MOJIUTBCSI 00 STOM TaK K€ CHJIbHO, KaK O TOM, YTOOBI TOCTIONb MOJIApHJI MHE 37J0POBOTO HAC/IEHUKA
IJ151 KHSA351.

Yucreiimmii AHresoudex Bo miiotTh. Cama HEeBUHHOCTb M O0ro0osi3HeHHOe LiestoMyapue. Ee myx-
Jible TYOKH JIpoKaT | 51 Jake Ha KaKoe-TO MTHOBEHHE MOYTH BEepio B €€ UCKPEeHHOCTh. BOT TombKO

37



A. JlaBpoBa. «M3mena. TaiiHbIl HACTIEHUK»

ApaKkoH BHYTpU MeHs He BepuT. OH ellle He TOHUMAET, YTO TYT MPOUCXOIUT, HO IMPOUCXOSIIEE YKe
BBI3BIBAET B HEM OypIo HEeroioBaHusi. MHe pUXOaUTCs MPUKJIAIBIBAT YCUIHSL, YTOOBI HE BHITYCTUTD
HapyKy CJIOBa, KOTOPBIE YK€ TOTOBBI COPBAThCS ¢ MOMX yCT. ClIOBa, KOTOpPBIE HE MIOHPABATCS KHS3IO
Y CHOBA 3aCTaBAT JIEBUOHKY JIUTh JIUIIEMEPHBIE CJIE3bI.

— 41 BUXKy, Thl TOBOPHIIIb UCKPEHHE, — HAKOHEII, 3aCTaBJIsI0 ce0s1 CKazaTh CJI0BA, KOTOPhIE
rOBOPUTH BOBCE HE XOUYy, — MHE OUeHb MPHUATHO, YTO Thl TAK MPUBEPKEHA HAILIEMY OOTYy.

S nomxoxy k Coduu elie Ha mmar u eyl ee B meky. MempkoM Opocaio B3rmisia Ha Kana u
BUKY Ha €ro JIMIIE TOBOJIbHYIO YIIBIOKY.

— IIpoctu, yto OpuIa rpyda ¢ TOOOH, — rOBOPIO 51 U YYBCTBYIO, KAK BHYTPU MEHSI Pa3ropaeTcst
SIPOCTHBIH MOXap MPOTECTYIOIIETO N30 BCEX CUJI IPAKOHA.

Tuxo, MOl MaJIbuMK, TaK HY)XHO. Pagu 1ebs1, pamu Hac, 3TO BCEro JIMIIb CJIOBA, OHU HUYETO
HE 3Hayar.

— Bor u cnaBHO, — roBoput KasH yske coBceM apyrum rosocom. ['010com, B KOTOPOM Mope
TeTUIa U yIOBOJIbCTBUSL, — 51 YBEPEH, UTO MPOMIET COBCEM HEMHOTO BpEMEHH U Bbl HE CMOKETE Ipe/I-
CTaBJISITH CBOIO XKU3HB JpYT O0e3 Jpyra, Bedb MEky BaMU Tak MHOTO OOIIETo.

— Jla, My MO, — roBOpIO 5 CMUPEHHO U OITYCKalo I71a3a B I0J1, M300pakast KPOTKYIO JKEHY.

OH MoAXoauT KO MHE U 51 9yBCTBYI0, KAK MEHSI 3aXBaThIBAET ITPUBBIYHOE BOJTHEHHE OT OJIM30CTH
uctuaHOrO. OT ero Tena ucxonut xap. OH MOAHMMAET MOe JIUILIO,, IepKa Majblbl Ha MOAOOPOIKE 1
HEKHO LIeJTyeT MeHsl, OOHMMas 3a TAJIMIO U NIPYKUMast K cebe, 3aKIo4asi B MOITHBIX OOBATHSIX.

Sl He B cwiax TPOTUBHTHCS, YYBCTBYs, KaK OrOHb IEPETEKAeT SPOCTHOW BOJHOW MEXIY
HAIIMMU METKaMH UCTUHHOCTH. Bce MBICTH TyT ke cMeTaeT BOJHOW YHUCTOTO OCJIETTUTENLHOTO YyB-
CTBa €MHEHMs1, KOTOPOEe He B CHJIaX MPEOIONETh HU OIHA IOCTOPOHHSISI MBICHb. B 3Ty cekyHy Bech
Mot Mup — 310 Kasn. Ceituac 51 gake He TOMHIO, uTo Ha Hac cmoTput Codust u Bukrop.

Hakonen, Kasn otpeiBaeTcss OT MOMX TyO U IIem4eT MHE Ha yXO, 4TOObI OOJIbIIle HUKTO HE
CITBIIIIATT:

— 4 Hapetoch, uTO Oymyiias HOYb COMM3MUT Bac eIlle CHIIbHEE.
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Kasn

— ¢ Hajetock, uTo Oyayiasi HoOYb COMU3UT BAC €lle CHIIbHEEe, — TOBOPIO s, YyBCTBYS Helpe-
OJIOIMMOE KeJIaHue, KOTOPOe HAPOUHO ramty B cede, ycMHpsisl ApakoHa BHYTPH MEHs, YTOOBI BBITLIEC-
HYTb BCE CETOJHS HOYbIO, Ha JIByX MOUX JKE€H, OJIHY UCTHHHYIO, U OAHY TaiiHyo. S BeiOpan Coduro
NIepBOH, ec AHHA cOJM3UTCS C HEl, CMUPUTCSA C TeM, YTO Telepb ee KU3Hb Hepas/ieluMa C 3TOi
AEBYIIKOM, TO OHa CMUPUTCA U C OCTAJIbHBIMU JIBYMS.

Mory NOKJISICTBCS, YTO BUKY €/1Ba 3aMETHbIE OTOJIECKH IPAKOHBETO OTHS B IV1a3aX MOE! UCTHH-
HOMH, IPUHUMAs1, OYEBU/IHO, OTOJIECK MOUX IJIa3 3a ee cCOOCTBEeHHbIH cBeT. Ho Kak ke KpacHBbl B 3Ty
MUHYTY €€ I71a3a NOJIHbIe BO3MYIEHUs U sipocTi. OHa pa3zMaxuBaeTcs, YToObl YIApUTh MEHS, HO 5
JIETKMM JIBUKEHUEM IepexXBaThIBAIO €€ PYUKY, HE MO3BOJISA €l KOCHYThCS MOETO JIMLIA.

— Tl mogYMHAIILCS, TOTOMY 4TO 51 TeOe MpuKaky. Eciu st mpukasky, Tel Oyaels JIoOuTh ee,
Kak poaHylo cectpy. Eciu st mpukasky, Tel OyAellb yMOJSTh, YTOOBI OHA pa3ziesiiiia C HAMH MOCTeJIb,
MOTOMY 4TO 51 — Bce JUIsl TeOsl, MOciIe HaIllero 6ora,, — TroBOPIO I TaK jKe THXO, HO C TBEPAOCTHIO B
rojioce, KOTopasi Bcerja cMupsieT AHHY, CKOJIbKO Obl HETOJJOBaHMsI OHa HE UCTIBITHIBAJIA. 51 ee MyX U
OHa OyzeT MpUHUMATh BCE, UTO 5 BeJo. TakoBa MO CYTb.

— Tbl uynoBuILe, — IIEMYET OHA €/1Ba CJIBIIIHO, TAK YTO TOJIBKO MOW OCTPBIH CIIyX JpaKkoOHA
MOXET PacCJIbILIaTh.

— 41 npakoH 1 TBOW My:K. 51 TBOM KHS3b U Thl HE CMEEILIb HE IOBEPATh MOEMY PELIECHHIO.

K moemy ynuBnenuio, oHa He miadeT. TobKko NpUCTaIbHO CMOTPUT Ha MeHs. $1 IbITaloch Mpo-
YUTATh O YEM OHA Ceiiuac AyMaeT, HO BIIEpPBbIE B )KM3HU MHE KaKeTCsl, UTO s He BIIOJIHE MOT'Y YHUTATh
€€ MBICJIH.

Kakoii abcypa, oHa Beerzia Oblia 17151 MeHsI, Kak OTKpbITast KHura. Kaxmas ee MbIC/Ib M KX /AbIi
MIOPBIB €€ Ay ObUT IOHATEH U OUYEBUJIEH JJIs1 MEHSI.

UYro xe ciyuyusock Tenepb? YTo 3TO 3a OroHb, IUlelrymuiics B ee mia3ax. Heyxenu B Heit
IIPOCHYJIACh CAMOBOJIbHAsI TOPIOCTh?

Ha ¢ gero Bapyr? [leBouka Bo3oMHMJIA 0 ceOe quiHero? HyxHo noroBoputh ¢ Bukropowm,
YTOOBI BBIOWJT U3 HEE 3TY AYPb.

Xot4... Ectb B 3TOM OrHe 4T0-TO MpoO0ykJaioliee BO MHE JKelaHUe TaKOW CUJIbl, O KOTOPOH £
Jaxe paHbllie He J0Ta/IbIBaJICS.

— Thl OXKHA TOMHUTB CBOE MECTO, — FOBOPIO 1 €M, M OTITYCKAIO €€ PYKY, — TBOE MECTO BO3JIE
MOMX HOT, AHHa, Tak Besen Oor. f pemaio, a Tol Aenaemb. M, ObITh MOKET, TH XOYelllb, YTOOBI
Hac yHuuToXWM? Ecn HacneaHUKOM cIesaloT JT000ro U3 OTHPBICKOB JII0OOTO IPYroro KHs3s, Ham
KoHell. OHM 3aBUIYIOT HaM, XOTAT 3aHATh Hallle MECTO, M BCeryia HEHaBU/IEIU Hac 3a TO, YTO MMIIe-
paTop BbIIEJIST MEHS CPelM BCEX, valle APYrux.

— IloaToMy HYKHO yCTpauBaTh rapeM U BTATMBaTh MEHs B CBOU pa3BpaTHble urpbl? — Crpa-
IMBAeT AHHA C TAKOU SIPOCThIO, KOTOPOU I B HEW HUKOTIA HE BUJIEI.

S nepeBoky B3MIsAA ¢ AHHBI Ha BHUKTOpa, KOTOPBII CTOMT MOOJAJIb U OIYCTUB T'OJIOBY TUXO
Monutcsi. Ero o0osk:keHHasi KOka Ha TOJIOBE HENPHUATHO OJIECTUT B CBETE IIEPEMOHHUAIIBHBIX OTHEN
nepe[ ajaTapem.

— BukTop, — roBopio s eMy, — HOroBopu ¢ AHHOH, BUAUT OOr, s CAEnal BCe, YTO MOT.
OO0bsicHU e, uto commsuThesi ¢ Coduei u qpyrumu ieBykaMu eil mpujercsi. OObSICHHU, YTO ITOTO
XOueT Oor.

BukTop nogHUMaeT rojoBy U CMOTPUT MHE B I1a3a. Ero Beku, JuIleHHble pECHULL, APOXKaT, a
OpoBu OBUTH OBl HAXMYPEHBI, €clIi Obl Ha MecTe OpoBel y kKpela He ObUIO Obl IIIPAMOB OT OKOTOB.

— Jla, MOM KHS3b, 51 TOTOBOPIO C AHHO.
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— Bort u xopoio, — 6pocaio 51, BEIXOsI U3 MOJIEIbHOM KOMHATBI, CHOBa OcTaBiisisi Buktopa
1 AHHY HaeJMHe.

Codus TUXO UAET PAAOM CO MHOI, OIYCTUB CBOIO XOPOILIEHbKYIO TOJIOBKY.

— He oOuxkaiics Ha Hee, Mus1ast Most, — roBopio st Copuu, — OHa MOMoOUT TeOs1, OHA MOWMET,
Ha KakKylo XepTBY Thl UAEIIb PajJy Hac. Y Hee MsArkas u joOpas aylia, HO celvyac B HEll TOBOPUT
PEBHOCTD U SIPOCTb.

— 41 He 3Ha0, Kak MHE OBbITh C HEHl, MHe KaxeTcsi oHa Bcerna OyJeT MeHsi HeHaBUIEThb, —
nenedet Cousi,  0OMM3BIBAET CBOM MOTPECKABIINECS MyXJIbIe TYOKH.

— JloBepbcsi MOeMy CJIOBY, — TOBOPIO sI, HalycKasi Ha ceOsi CypOBBIi BUJI, YTOOBI HEMHOTO
B300/IpUTH IEBOYKY, — WJIM Thl CYUTACIIIb, YTO MOETO CJI0BA HEJOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI MOSI )KeHa ciesiasa
BCE, UTO HYXHO?

— Her, Her, 4TO BbI, KHsI3b, — CO CTPAXOM T'OBOPHT cOUsI U IPUKPBIBAET POT JIAJIOIIKOM, KaK
OynTo cama OOMTCS TOro, YTO HEYasTHHO MOXET CKa3arh.

51 Bxoxy B cTonoBylo Bmecte ¢ Codueil.

Ha crone meHs yxe xkIeT 3aBTpak.

[pu Buae couarerocst MSICHBIM COKOM CTEHKa, OT KOTOPOTO ellie UIET Map, pOT HAMOIHSIETCS
CJTIOHOW.

Sl paspesato coyvarreecst MsICO M OTIIPABJISI0 APOMATHBIN KYCOK B POT, UyBCTBYsI HEBEPOSITHOE
HaclaxAeHe 1 Jaxke Ha MTHOBEHHUE MTPUKPHIBAIO 71432 OT YAOBOJILCTBHS.

Jla, 93T0 IMEHHO TO, YTO MHe ceivac HykHO. Houb, HarloMHeHHast CTpacThio, IPOOYKISHUE OT
nack Coduu 1 couHOe MsICO Ha 3aBTpaK. Eciii Obl TONBKO HE STOT HEMPHUATHBIN Pa3roBOP C HEMOKOP-
HOW AHHOH, HOYb M YTPO MOKHO OBLIO ObI cumMTaTh uaeanbHbiMu. Hy HU4Yero, BUKTop moroBopur ¢
Heil. OH czienaet Bee, YToObl YOeauTh ee ObITh OoJiee CMUPEHHON. 3ps UTO JIH s TUIavy TAKUE OTPOM-
HbIe B3HOCHI €ro opsieHy BcecoxkeHusi? OH MpeKpacHoO 3HaeT, 4To eciu OyAeT MepeunTh MHe, BCe,
Yero JOObETCs, 9TO BBICBUIKM 0OpaTHO B MOHACTHIPb, @ HA €r0 3aMEHY eMUCKOMbI MPUIILTIOT KOTro-
HUOYb TOCTOBOPUYUBEE.

BceOnaroii gpakoH, Kakoe ke COYHOe MSICO.

— Kus3p, — BApYr cibliny s poOKMIA TOJIOC PaCHOPSANUTENS, CKIOHUBILETOCS HAJ0 MHOMN
cOOKY.

[TpuxoauTcst OTOPBATHCS OT HACTAXKICHUS CTEUKOM.

— Yero 1ebe?

— IIpoctute, YTO HapyIIAIO Balll 3aBTPaK, HO MPUOBLT BAXKHBIA BUSUTEP OT UMIIEPATOPA.

— Hy koro elnie mprHecio B caMblii HeOAXOA AN MoMeHT? — CripalivBaio si pa3ipakeHHo.

— Apxumaructp Taiigen, munopa. OH TOBOPUT, UTO JIeJIO HEe TEPIUT OTJIaraTesIbCTBa.

3HauUT MPUCKAKAJI-TaKU, Pa3epH ero mnekJio, oparer| JIvmaHsl.

Hacrpoenue cpa3sy ke noprurcs.

Ha uto emy Haz0?

— 30BHU €ro Cioa, — Pe3KO MPHUKA3bIBAI0 PACTIOPSIUTEINI0, — HE XBATaJIO ellle HapylaTh 3aB-
Tpak u3 3a Hero. Ml mpuHecwurte ere nmpuoOops! 1yis roctsi. A tede, Codus, Tyuliie He MOMaaaThesl Ha
71232 TIOCTOPOHHUM, TaK YTO OCTaBb MEHSI.

Uro xe emy Hajio? Hey:xenu ssBUIICS pa3HIOXMBATH 110 MTPUKa3y CBOEH cecTpuuku? A 4To eciu
OH MOJKET pacro3HaTh OTCYTCTBHME HACJIEIHUKA Y MOEN UCTUHHOM ?

Her, sTOMy I0HIly Ha BHJ He OOJbIle ABAALATH, PAHI apXUMAarucrpa eMy sIBHO Ha3HAYMJIH
TOJILKO OJiarofiapst poJICTBY ¢ UMIIEPATOPCKON UCTUHHOM.

XoTs, Hy’)HO OBl IIepecTpaxoBaThCs.

$1 OBICTPO MOA3BIBAIO CIYTY U OT/IAI0 HECKOJIBKO TTPUKA3aHUH.
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Anna

Copiry yaanstionmecs marv Kasna u ero geBku. Ceppiie KOJOTHTCS Kak OellieHOe, MOTOHSI-
eMoe SIPOCThIO JpakoHa BHYTpU MeHsl. LlepeMoHuanbHble (hakeabl MOTPECKUBAIOT, PaCpOCTpaHsIs
CUJTbHBIN 3ar1ax O KEeHOW CMOJTBL. $1 BIBIXal0 STOT 3arax IMOJTHOW IPY/Ibio U BO3HOIIY MOJUTBY K OOTy-
ApakoHy. B Heil HeT cJI0B, JIUIIIb MPOChOa N30ABUTh MEHs OT STOH MYKH, C/IeNIaTh TaK, YTOOBI MHE He
MIPUXOINIIOCH TEPIETh ST YHMKEHHSI, KOHIIA KOTOPBIM, TIOXOXe, He OyJieT.

41 BcTalo Ha KoJieHH, He oOpailiasi BHUMAHUsI Ha XOJIOA TBEPAOro KaMHs.

3a uto MHe 310 Bee? Heyskenu st He Obliia KICTOBO BEpYIOIIEl B ApakoHa Bee 3TH rojibl ? Heyxenu
HE TOCBSITHJIA BCIO CBOIO JKU3HB CiTyxeHuto? Heyxkenu Obuta 1mioxoit skeHoi? Vinm 6or XxodeT, 94To0bl
s ckazania KasHy npaBiy ¥ OSTOMY MCHIBITHIBAET MEHsI TAKUMHU CTPAIIHBIMU MBITKAMU ?

Kak mos u3Hb MOIJIa MPEeBpaTUThCS B all TaK cTpeMutesbHo? [lait MHe XOTh KaKOi-HUOYIb
3HAK. ..

— Bubl He BUHOBaTHI, AHHA, — CIIBIIILY s rosioc BukTopa.

Sl B3mparuBaio ot HeoKuIaHHOCTH. §1 ObUIa B TaKO# pocTr. Bosb 0Opyiiiiack Ha MEHs TAKUM
IIOTOKOM, YTO 1 1 3a0blj1a, 4YTO 31eCh Celyac He ofHa.

— Bor He m00UT MeHs1, — rOBOPIO 5, BBITUPAs CIIE3bI.

— BpI ommbaerech, — THXO TOBOpUT BUKTOpP, BCTaBast Ha KOJIGHU PSZIOM CO MHOM.

51 BIKY ero 00O KeHHBIe KpacHbIe PYKH, JIMIIIEHHbIE HOrTel. MHe CTpalllHO CMOTPETh Ha HUX
U 51 OTBOPAUMBAIOCH.

— Bor cnipaBeiiiB ¥ MUJIOCTUB, — TUXO TOBOPUT BUKTOpP, — U TEM CUJIbHEE UCTIBITAHUE, YeM
OOJIBbIIIE OH JIIOOUT.

— DTo He ucnbITaHUE, — TOBOPIO 51, — ITO YOUICTBEHHAs MBITKA. $1 Jymaia oH JToOUT MeHs,
s Aymaja, 4To XOTh YTO-TO 3Hal0 00 3ToM Mupe. $1 aymana, eciu Oydy CIyKUTh CBOEMY KHSI3IO U
6ory, To Bce OyeT Kak HaJo, Bce OyJeT XOPOIIIO U MPABUIIBLHO.

— TepnieHre — 3T0 HauMBHICIIAs ONAroeTeNlb, — rOBOPUT KPELl ¥ MOJHOCUT PYKY K OTHIO Ha
anrape.

S BUXKy, KaK ero masiblibl, MOJHOCTBHIO MOKPBITHIE IIPAMAMU OT OKOTOB, OXBATHIBAIOT SI3bIKU
IUIAMEHU.

— IMocmoTpuTe Ha 3TO, — TOBOPUT OH CIIOKOMHBIM I'OJIOCOM, B KOTOPOM HE CJIBIIIIHO ¥ HAMEKa
Ha Ty 00JIb, KOTOPYIO OH, TOJZKHO OBITh, CEYac UCIIbITHIBACT.

— He Hano, noxaiyiicra, — MpoIIy 51 €ro, HO OH He OTPbIBAET PyKU OT OrHs. $1 BUKY, Kak
€ro MaJIblbl HAUMHAIOT ABIMUTHCS.

— 310 MOOOBL OOTra, — TOBOPUT OH, — ITO €ro OJIAroCIOBEHNE JIJIs1 MEHSI.

— Heyxenu Bam He 00J1bHO?

— KoHneuHo 6051bHO, — TOBOPHT OH, — OOJIBHO, TaK K€ KaK M BaM, €CIIU 51 MOTy BOOOpa3uTh
BaIlry 0oJib, Ballle OTYASTHHAE W TO YYBCTBO MpeaTeIbCTBa, KOTOPOE Bbl UCTIBLITAIIH.

— Buxkrop, npority, XBaTuT, — 4yTb He IJ1avy 5.

— Bui Bepute MHe? — CripanmBaet OH, — BEpUTe, YTO OOT-JAPaKOH JIOOUT Bac TaK Xke, Kak
1 MeHA?

— Ja, na! — INocrenHo roBopio 51, ¥ OH, HAKOHEIl, YOUpaeT PyKy OT OTHSI.

— 3aueM BBl 3TO caenann?

— DTO MYyCTAKU, — TOBOPUT OH, — MHE 3TO TOJILKO Ha M0JIb3y. ECiM 3TO MOMOsKeT BaM MOHSITh
JIydllie, sl TOTOB CIeJaTh 3TO CO BTOPOM PYKOIA.

— Her, ner, noxasnyiicra, He HaJI0, — 4yThb HE IUIAYY 1.
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— ¢ He Mory ckazarb cJ0Ba MPOTHB KHS3s, — TOBOPUT BUKTOp, 3amMaThiBasi 000XKKEHHYIO
PYKY B TPSIUILY, — HO 51 XO4Y, YTOOBI BBl 3HAJIM, YTO 51 BCeraa Oymy CIyKUTh BaM, IIOTOMY 4TO sI HE
BUIe]T HUKOTO, KOrO OOr-IpakoH 0O Obl OOJIbIIe, YeM Bac.

lonoc BukTopa 3ByYMT CIIOKOMHO U pa3MEpEHHO, CJIOBHO OH YMTAET MOJIUTBY.

— HO‘ICMy BBI TaK ,Z[yMaCTe? —_— CnpaumBalo s, 3arsgablBasd B €ro rjia3a JUIICHHbIC PECHULI.

BmecTo oTBeTa OH 3a/1epKMBaeT Ha MHE JIOJTHIA B3I M €/1Ba 3AMETHO KMBAET.

W B 310 MrHOBEHME s TIOHMMAIO, YTO OH 3HAET, 4TO s OepeMeHHa OyayIIuM HaclleTHUKOM
Kasna. I1o criure mMoeit mpoOeraT My palikH.

OH 3HaeT 1 OH He CKa3aJl emy.

— Bor roBoput uepe3 Bac, AHHA, 1 OH TOBOPHT C BaMH, Yepe3 Uy0, KOTOPOE MOCHUIAET TOJIBKO
M30paHHBIM U3 JIOJCH.

— 3HAYUT BHI. ..

— He HyXHO HUYEro roBOpUTh, — MepeOrBAET MEHsI OH.

— Ho nouemy BbI He ckazanu eMy? — Bce paBHO cripaimBaio s.

— TlotoMy 4TO BBl HE CKa3ayv, — €/IBa CIIBIIIHO OTBEYaeT OH. §l He Mory BUJIETh Oyayliee.
Bce, uto y meHs ecth — 310 Bepa. U s Bepio BaleMy pelieHuio.

— Cnacu6o, — roBOpIO s, — BIIEPBbIE 32 TIOCJAEHUAE JHU YyBCTBYs, YTO 51 HE OJIHA, YTO Y
MEHsI €CTh COIO3HUK. OH HE CTaHeT MOMOTraTh MHE, TOTOMY YTO HE MOXET HapyIIUTh KJISTBY, TaHHYIO
Kasny, HO oH 1 He ctaneT MemaTh. C cepalia B 3Ty MUHYTY, CJIOBHO Obl CBAJIMBAETCS] OTPOMHBIN I'Py3,
KOTOPBIX 51 MOTY Pa3JeIUTh C IPYTHM YeJIOBEKOM.

51 ¢ GnarogapHOCTBIO CMOTpIO Ha BukTopa.

— Yro mue nenars? — Crpaimsaio si, Hocjie MUHYTHOTO MOJTYaHUSI.

— BbI y3Haete, 4To HYXXHO JIe1aTh, KHATUHS, IOTOMY YTO OH C BaMU, — TOBOPUT BUKTOp 1
BCTaeT ¢ KojieH. He roBopst Oosibiiie HY CJIOBA, OH OTXOIUT K CTEHE, OIyCKAET TOJIOBY U MOTPyKaeTcs
B MOJIUTBY.

4l emme kKakoe-TO BpeMsi CMOTPIO Ha HETo, a IIOTOM THUXOHBKO BCTAl0 U YXOKY K ceoe.

Teneps Onarogapsi Buktopy s1 4yBCTBYIO B cebe CUITy, KOTOPOH paHbIlle BO MHE He ObLIO U
PEIIMMOCTb, KOTOPOI MHE HE XBaTaJio.

— Tlocrioxka! — Crplniny s TOJIOC OMHOYM M3 CITy’)KaHOK, KOT/Ia Uy 10 KOPUIOpPY K cede B KOM-
HaTy.

OHa HaroHsieT MeHs U €IBa JblIlIa rOBOPUT.

— HyXHO HazieTh BOT 3TO IJIaThe, KHA3b MPUKa3aJl He MEUIKaTh. Y Hac rOCTH.

— T'octu? — CnpammmBaio 1.

— JHla, cam apxumaructp Taiiaen peimi NoYTUTh HaC BUBUTOM.

[Ipu ynomMuHaHUM TOTO MMEHH B TOJOBE BO3HMKAET 00Opa3 MOJIOAOTO HEIUTENs ¢ cepedpsi-
HBIMH BOJIOCAaMH. ] BCIIOMMHAIO, KaK OH JICJIWJICS CO MHOHM CHJIOW B TOT JIeHb, KOTJ]da UMIIEpaTOp
coOpaJt Bcex y cedsl, Kak pa3orHasl YepHBIN TyMaH, KOTOPBI 3aBOJIOK BCE BOKPYT, U 1O KOXe Mpoode-
raloT Mypauku. S OTHOBpPEMEHHO U X0Uy YBUJETh €r0 U [MOYEMY-TO UCTIBITBIBAIO TPENET Nepel] 3TOr
BCTpeYen.
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CeronHs 51 oTOCHaJIa CIIYT U OJIEBAIOCh CaMa.

Hanesas To camoe mj1aTbe ¢ HUTSIMH CUJIBI, BIIMTBIME B HETO, 51 C YAUBJIEHUEM TSI ceOsi OOHa-
PykMBal0, YTO MOTy 4yBCTBOBaTh UX. OHU OUEHb MOXOXKM Ha T€ HUTHU, YTO MPOHU3BIBAIOT BCE MOE
TEJO, HANOJHSS MEHs TEeIJIOM, C TeX IMOop, Kak s MOYyBCTBOBaJlA B ceOe 3apOKAAIONIYIOCS KU3Hb
MOETO ChIHA.

IToxoxu, HO He 10 KOHIA. DTH HUTH KaXyTcsl 'pyObIMH, OHU HE ITYJIbCUPYIOT KakK Te, YTO BHYTPH
MEHs, a eJBa 3aMEeTHO BUOPUPYIOT. Pa3Huiia HebobInas, HO 51 MOHMMAIO U YyBCTBYIO €e.

Kak sxe cuibHO puckyer KasH Bcem, mosarasich Ha HUX.

S1 BcmomuHaro B3 KH:A34 Casemca, MOHbINA HeHABUCTH U HeBepHst. OH TOYHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJ
Y TIOIJIMHHBIE 3HAKY MPUCYTCTBHS HACJIEHUKA BO MHE U 3TH MOJIe/IbHbIE HUTH, BIIUTHIE B TUIATHE,
pacro3Hal, HO He TOHSLI, YTO 3TO TAKOe, COUTHIN C TOJNKY.

Ceparie BAPYr OXBaThIBa€T XOJIO/, OT OCO3HAHMS TOTO, Ha KPalo KAKOH MPONacTé Mbl ObI BCe
ObUTH, ecir Obl HACJIEJHMKA Ha CaMOM JieJie He ObLIO.

9x, Kasn, 4o e Tl fenaeis. .. be3paccyncTBo MoxkeT moryouTs Teosl.

Enga s ycnieaio HaJieTh TUIaThe, KaK CIBIITY CTYK B ABEPb.

— Tocnoxa, — roBOpUT CIy’kaHKa, — €CJIM Bl TOTOBBI, apxumarucTp Taiien kenaer Bac
BUJICTD.

— 4 roToBa, — B3[BIXAI0 51, B MOCJIEHUI pa3 M5 Ha ceOsl B 3epKaJlo, YyBCTBYsI CTPaHHOE,
HE CBOWMCTBEHHOE I MEHS BOJTHEHHE B 9Ty MHUHYTY.

4l ocraHaBIMBaIO CIIYT, KOTOpPBIE, 3aBUEB MOE MPUOIIMKEHNE, COOUPAIOTCS YCIYKIMBO OTBO-
PUTh MHE JBEpH B CTOJIOBYIO. [IpHKpBIBaIO I1a3a M Ky HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[, YTOObI OCTAHOBHUTH ObIO-
meecst cepaue. [lepexxuBaHust CETOAHSIIHErO yTpa He MPOIUTH U1 MEHS JAPOM.

— 41 cobiy OT3BYKM pa3sroBopa, HO PacciblaTh, YTO UMEHHO FOBOPST, HE MOTY.

HakoHel1, HeMHOTO YCIIOKOHMBIINCS, S CaMa TOJIKAIO JBEPU M BXOXKY.

4 Bixy Taiinena, KOTOPBIN CIOKOMHO CUAWT, TIOJIOKKMB PYKH Ha CTOJ, JIaIoHsAMH Brepea. Ero
IJIMHHBbIE cepeOpsIHHBIE BOJIOCH! CErOfiHsI 3a0paHbl Ha3a/l, HanogoOue TOro, Kak JenaoT BouHbL. OH
KaKeTcsl yIMBUTEIbHO COOpaHHBIM, CJIOBHO OMACHBIN XMIIIHUK, KOTOPHIA TOTOB CIeJIaTh PEINalonIui
OpOCOK.

3pech SIBHO ObUT KAKOH-TO HE CIMIIKOM JAPYKEIOOHBIA pa3roBOp, KOTOPBIH 5 IPOIYCTHIIA.

Taiinen npy MoeM NOSIBJICHUH BCTA€T U MOJTYa HAKJIOHSIET I'OJIOBY B 3HAK IPUBETCTBUSI.

— O, BoT 1 1 AHHa, — BCTaBasi cO CBOEro Kpecna, rooput Kasn. OH noaxoauT Ko MHE U IO
X03s1ficku OepeT MeHs 3a pyKy. OT MeHs He YKpbIBaeTcs B3IUIsA[l, KOTOPBI OH MEJIbKOM OpocaeT Ha
Taiinena. B3risag npe3peHrst U HEMPUsI3HU.

— Bepure teneps, Taitnen? Most jkeHa COBEpIIEHHO 3710pOBa U M MOXHO CKa3aTh CBETUTCS OT
NepeToHSONIEH ee KI3HU. EcTecTBeHHO, Be/ib OHA HOCHT TOJ1 cepaleM Oyayiiero uMreparopa!

KasH nenmyer Moo pyKy u, mogBeds MeHsS K CTONy, Ca)kaeT psIoM C COOOM, Tak, 4TOOBl OH
Obu1 Meskty MHOM 1 TaiinenoM. B ronoy 3akpaipiBaetcsi crpaHHasi MbIcab. Heyxenn oH peBHyeT?
Heyxemu 6outcst ero?

— 41 pana Bac BuzmeTh, — roBopio 51 Opary JIminaHbl, — OYeHb MPUATHO, YTO BbI MOYTHIIN
HAC BU3UTOM.

— MHe oueHb IPUATHO BUAETD Bac B JOOPOM 3paBUH, — FOBOPUT OH CBOMM THXUM ITyOOKHUM
roniocoM. Ero rnasa, Tak moxosxuie Ha IJ1a3a CecTpsbl, CJIOBHO Obl 3aIJIsABIBAIOT MHE B CAMYIO JyIIly, HO
sl CMEJIO BBIIEPXKMBAIO STOT B3IJIS/I, XOTh OH M BOJIHYET U CMYILIAeT MEHsI OfTHOBPEMEHHO.

— Jla, — oTBevaio s, — 5 y’Ke, MOKHO CKa3aTb, U 3a0blJIa O TOM, 4TO MPOMU3OLUIO TaM, Ha
npueMe y uMIieparopa.

— Be1 Gosibilie He BUIEIN 3TOT YEPHbIN TyMaH? — C TPEBOTOH B TOJIOCE CIIPAIIMBAET OH.
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— PasBe uTO camyio MajioCTh, Ha CaMOM Kpaio 3peHusl.

Vcabias 310 OH XMypUTCsl U cMOTpUT Ha KasHa.

— Bub1 pazpernte MHe OCMOTpETH Ballly UCTUHHYI0? — cripamuBaeT Taijen, — s HEMHOTO
OoJtbIlie y3HAI 00 STOM CUMIITOME Y IPUYHHE, TI0 KOTOPOW OH MOXET BOSHUKHYTh, M HE BIaBasCh B
JIMIITHUE HOIIpO6HOCTI/I, MOry CKa3aTb, YTO 9TO MOXET 6I)ITI) AOBOJIBHO OITACHO B HEKOTOPLIX ClIy4dasX.

— Epynpaa, — ormaxuBaercst KasH, — oHa e cka3aja BaM yKe, YTO YyBCTBYET ceOs1 XOPOIIIO,
HeyXeau BaM MaJjio ee cjioBa? — [laBaiite jiydilie 51 MOKaXy BaM Halll 3aMOK.

Tonoc Kasna 3ByunT 106poayiHo 1 npuBeuBO. Eciv OBl s He 3HaIa ero Tak XOpOIIIo, s Obl
Y BIPaBIy MOBEPUIA, YTO OH XOUET JOCTABUTDH YIOBOJIBCTBUE T'OCTIO, TTIOKA3aB €My 3aMeyaTesbHbII
BUJI, KOTOPBII OTKpBIBaeTcs ¢ GarreH. Ho 51 3Haio, 4To Moj1 BHEITHEHN BeXJIMBOCTHIO, KasH ceifyac BHe
ceOs1 ot 370cTu. U ecim Ob1 MOT, OH OBl BBIIBBIPHY.T Taiiiesa npoys.

S knagy pyKy eMy Ha IUIedo U MpOoIily ero:

— MosxeT OBITb CTOMT BOCIIONIB30BAThCA MPEAIOKeHueM apxumaructpa? Benp He Kak /bl IeHb
MPEJICTaBIISIETCS TaKask BOZMOKHOCTb.

Ha stot pa3 Kasn yxe He ckpbiBasi pazapakeHusi CMOTPUT MHE B r1aza. Ha MruoBeHue mHe
CTAaHOBUTCSI OYEHb CTPAIITHO OT ero B3misaa. OH CJIOBHO Obl CIIPAIIMBACT, KaK 51 CMEI0 BeCTH ceOs
MOIOOHBIM 00pa30M, KOTJIa OH SICHO JaJl TIOHATH Taiieny, 9To He X04eT MPUHUMATh ero Mpe/IioxKe-
nue. [loxoxe, oH 6outcs, uyto Taiigen MOXeT pacrio3HaTh €ro 3aTelo ¢ HUTSAMU B TUIAThe, MO3TOMY
HE XOYeT MOAIyCKaTh ero ko MHe. KOHeYHo, ero 37uT, 4To s CJIOBHO ObI He MOHMMAI 3Toro. Emy
KaXeTcsl, YTO 51 IPOTUBOPEUY EMY U3 UUCTON MECTH.

— Kak Bbl BEpHO 3aMeTUIU, KHSI3b, — THUXO TOBOpUT Taiifesn, — Bailia >keHa HOCUT O[T Cepil-
1ieM OyIyIiero umreparopa, rmo3ToMy ceivac ee 3J0pOBbe — ITO a0COMIOTHBIN MPUOPUTET. DTO HE
MOSI TPUXOTh — ITO pacnopsikeHue ceemieniiero. Tak 4to Moe MosIBJIEHUE 3/1eCh, 3TO, MOKHO CKa-
3aTh, JIeJ10 TOCYJapCTBEHHOE.

$1 MOTy IOKJISICTBCSI, UTO CIIbIITY, Kak KasH ckpunut 3ydamu ot 370cTi. OH MPUKPHIBAET 171234,
SIBHO TIBITAsICh CMUPUTH pa3ropaioiiyicsi B HeM raeB. bynp Ha mecte Taiiiena KTo yrogHo Apyrou,
KasH Obl He caepkUBaICs M JABHO BBHIIIBBIPHYJI OBI €0 32 HAIJIOCTh.

— XopoIIi0, — HakoHeIl, TOBopUT KasH, — HO ocMOTp Oy/ieT MPOUCXOIUTh TIPU MHE.

— MHckmoueno, — rosopur Taiinen, — BHYTpU Bac OYEHb MHOTO aKTUBHOW CUJIbI, KOTOpasi
nomeraer MHe. HeoOXomumo ocTaBuTh HaC ¢ AHHOU HaeUHE.

— BbI 1ymaere, 4TO £ MPOCTO Tak MO3BOJIO. ..

— 41 He xoten mpuderarth K 3ToMy, — nepeduBaet Kasna Taiien, — HO y MeHs ecTb Oymara
OT UMIIEPATOpa, €CJIM BaM YTOHO, Bbl MOXKETE O3HAKOMUTHCS.
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— V Bac ecTp JecAaTb MUHYT, — 4yTb JM HU MUt Kasn Ha Taligena, npexae 4emM MOKUHYTh
KOMHATy, B KOTOPYIO JINUYHO MEHs OTBEJL.

Tainen cmorput Ha Kasna cmesno u He OTBOAUT B3MIAAa. B BeIpakeHuM Jmiia MOJIOJOTO apXy-
MarucTpa HeT HM HaMeKa Ha BpakJeOHOCTb, WM 3710CTh. ECIIM OH M UCTIBITHIBAET KaKHe-TO SMOLMU
B 9TOT MOMEHT, OH HE NOJAET BUY, MACTEPCKU MACKUAPYs CBOM UYBCTBA NEPE] MOUM UCTUHHBIM.

— Xopoml10, KHA3b, — HAKOHELl, TOBOPUT OH, KaK CKaXeTe.

— 4 Oyny xmaTh 3a 1Bepbio, — roBopUT KasH, LiesyeT Moo pyKy U MOKHJAeT KOMHATy.

OcraBimnce HaeguHe ¢ TalgenoM, S 4yBCTBYIO CTPaHHYIO HEJIOBKOCTD, IIPMYMHA KOTOPOM MHE
HE BIIOJIHE SICHA.

Sl 1 Tak HEYacCTO OCTAIOCh HAEIMHE C IIOCTOPOHHUMU MYKUYMHAMH, a Talijen eme U CTpaHHbIM
00pa3oM BOJHYET MEHsI, YTO KaXETCsl MHE COBCEM HEYMECTHBIM, TaK YTO. 51 TOHIO 3TH YyBCTBA OT
ce0s1 M30 Bcex cuil. B3misy ero noHMMAaloLMX 1J1a3 CJIOBHO Obl 3aXBAThIBAET MEHS B IIJIEH U CTPAHHbIN
BHYTPEHHUH TpeneT BO3HUKAET caM cOOOM, BOMPEKH MOEMY KEJIAHHIO .

Moii 6or, s He TOJKHA 3TOTO UCTIBITHIBATh. Yero Obl HU MPOM30IILI0 MeX 1y MHOW 1 KasHowm. ..
ITO HEXOPOLLIO. ..

— CappTe, NOXaNyNUCTa, KHATUHSA, — TOBOPUT OH MATKMM I'OJIOCOM U I TIOCJIYLIIHO CaXYyCh.

— 41 He xoTe, YTOOB! Balll My 3HAJI, — HAaYMHAET TOBOPUTH OH, — HO JJIs1 MEHSI OYEBHICH
ofvH (haKT, KOTOPbId KpalHE TPEBOKUT MEHS.

— O 4em BHI? — CIIpAIIUBAIO 51, YyBCTBYS, KaK CepIie MOe HauMHaeT ONThCS Jaclie.

— Kro-TO HacbulaeT Ha Bac Op4y, — rOBOPUT OH, — U IPOUCXOIUT ITO YKE JABHO.

S ynueneHHo cMmotpio Ha Taiifena,, He TOHMMas O YeM OH T'OBOPHT.

— Yro 3HaunT nopua? Bl xoTuTE CKa3aTh, 4TO. ..

— Marus, oueHs 11oxas Marus. YepHblii TyMaH, 0 KOTOPOM BBl MHE pacckaszaiu. 1 y3Hai, 4to
3TO TAKOE€ Y JIMYHO Y MEHS HET HU MAJICUIIIETO COMHEHMS B TOM, YTO KTO-TO CIELIMAJIBHO TPaBUJI Bac
OYEHB JIONITOE BPEMS1, HE3AMETHO, I10 KaIlle, KaX bl JEHb.

— TpaBun? — s NpUKpHIBaI0O POT PYKOM, UYBCTBYS, KaK MO CIMHE OEryT HENpUSATHbIE
MaparkH.

Taiigen caauTcs HaPOTHUB MEHS U KECTOM IPOCUT JaTh EMY PYKY.

— JlaBaiiTe IpoBepUM.

4l mocnymHO Kiagy pyKy Ha €ro MpoTsSHYTYIO JIQJIOHb M OH OJHOW PYKOH Oeper MeHs 3a
3aI4CThe, a NajablaMH JPYroi, MPOBOAUT IO JIMHUAM Ha JIaJOHHU.

— 3akpouTe mia3a, MoKajlylucra, — rOBOPUT OH, — I ITOKAXKy BaM.

Sl 3akpeIBal0 MIa3a U 4yBCTBYIO, KAK OT €r0 PyKH MIET CTPAHHOE TEIUIO, KOTOPOE BIMBAETCS
B MEHS.

— CocpenorousTech Ha OCTaTKax TyMaHa, ECJIM OH elle eCTb. Bbl BUuaguTe ero?

— Her, — rosopro 1.

— IMonpoOyiite MpUIIALEThCS.

Sl nonro cmKy ¢ 3aKpbITBIMU IVIA3aMU, OLIyINas TEIUIO pyku Taiijena U HaKOHEL, Iae-To Ha
CaMOM Kpalo BOCIIPUATHS, 1 HAYMHAIO YyBCTBOBATh TOHKHME 3aBUXPEHUS YEPHOIO TyMaHa, KOTOPBIU
HHKY/ZIa He JIeJICs, HO JIMIIb 3aTaujIcs B ITyOUHe.

— $1 BUXKy ero, — roBOpIO {1 APOXKAIIKAM I'OJIOCOM.

— Tenepb A ycHIIo MOTOK SHEPTUU, — TOBOPUT Taizesn, — He MyraiuTecs.

Cpazy ke 1ocJe ero cjoB, S HAUMHAI0 YyBCTBOBAaTb, YTO TyMaH, 3aBUBAIOIIMICS KOJIbLIAMU U
CINIAPAJIIMU, HAYMHAET ChEKUBATBLCS, OTCTYIATh HA3aJl, CJIOBHO apMHUsl, MOKUAIOIAS] CBOU MTO3ULIAN
Y OTCTYIAIIAs B CTpaxe.

— 41 uyBCcTBYI10, — LMYy 51, — BBI NofasisgeTe UX. OHU OTCTYNAIOT.
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— JIuies Ha BpeMsi, — € TOpeusio B roJI0Ce TOBOPUT OH U OTITYCKAEeT MOIO PYKY.

Crout emy crenath 3T0, KaK 51 Cpa3y BUKY, UYTO OHM BO3BPAILAIOTCS HA MPEXKHUE MECTa, pas-
Jpa)k€HHO U3BUBASICh U MYJIbCUPYs, 3aIIONHSSA YEPHOTON TO MECTO, OTKY/IA TOJIBKO YTO OTCTYITMJIM.

— UYewm Gorpliie ocadiieH Balll ayX, TeM Ipolie UM 3aBiageTh BaMu. Ho BbI CHITbHBI, KaK CHUIJIbHA
Ballla Bepa, ¥ TOT KTO 3aTesis1 HeloOpoe MPOTHUB BaC, MOYTH HE MeeT IIaHCOB.

— BrI roBopure, nmoutn? — s OTKphIBaIO I71a3a U cMOTpIo Ha Taiiiena.

— Jlaxe caMoro CUJIbHOTO YeIOBEeKa MOKHO CJIOMaTh, €CJIM TPUMEHUTD JIOCTATOYHOE YCUIIKE.

— Ho kr0 3710 flIenaeT? — crpaimBaio s yMOJISIOLLIE.

Taiigen Juib NOKUMAET IJIeYaMU U B3bIXaeT.

— Ecu 6wl 51 3Ha, s 061 ckazan Bam. Ho 310 MokeT ObITh KTO YTOJIHO.

Hexoporast MpIc/ib 3aKpa/ibIBa€TCsl B MOE CO3HAHHE U 1 CIPAILUBAIO IIETIOTOM:

— BbI gymaerte, 4To 3TO MOXET OBITh 1ake KTO-TO U3 MouX Omu3kux ? [1o9ToMy BBl HE XOTHTE
ropoputh Kasny?

— 4 He Mory gaxe MPeAroNIOKUTh, A7 4ero Obl KHS3I0 MPHIILIA B TOIOBY Takas Oe3yMHast
uzies1. § He X041y rOBOPHTH €My JIMIIIb IOTOMY, UTO OH, €CJIM ceifuac y3HaeT 00 9TOM, HauHeT Mo03pe-
BaTh BCEX BOKPYT, U, YIUTHIBASI €TI0 BCIBLILYMBBIN XapaKkTep, MOXKET HATBOPUTDH Oe/l. Y HEero Hemasio
BpAaroB, U ceiiuac HaM He XBaTaeT TOJIKO MEXJ0YCOOHON BOMHBI MEXKIY KHS3bSIMHU.

— W BBl nymaete, 51 He ckaxy eMy? — CIIpaIlUBaIo fl.

— 41 Hazie10Ch, UTO B HE CKakKeTe, — OTBevaeT Taiijes BHUMATEIbHO IVIs/1s1 MHE B IJ1a3a.

— Ho kak 51 Mory 4yBcTBOBaTb ceOsi B 0€30I1aCHOCTH TeTieph?

— 41 Koe 4TO 1aM BaM, — T'OBOPUT OH, — IIOCTapaiiTeCb HUKOMY HE TOBOPUTb, YTO 3TO.

OH paccTeruBaeT peMHHU Ha CyMKe, KOTOPYIO IIPUHEC ¢ COOOM, U JOCTaeT OTTY/Aa HEOOBIIYIO
KOpOOOYKY M3 MOJIMPOBAHHOTO METaJlIa.

— 4 wzrotoBu 3TOT apredakT st Bac. OH yOepekeT Bac OT JaJbHEHIIIero BO3ACHCTBHS U C
TEYEHUEM BPEMEHH, BCE CUMITOMBI, YTO Bbl UCTIBITBIBAETE CEMYacC, COMAYT HA HET, JakKe €CU TOT,
KTO 3TO JIeJIaeT, IPOJOJIKUT HAChUIATh Ha BAaC MOPYY.

S OTKpbIBaI0 KOPOOOYKY M BUXKY BHYTPU TOHKYIO IIeTIb U3 cepedpa ¢ MaJeHbKIUM KYJIOHOM B
HEHTPEe KOTOPOTrO KPOIIEYHbIN TOIyOOl KaMyIIeK.

— Hapnenbre U crapaiitech He CHUMATh, — T'OBOPUT Taiiell, 1 HAPOYHO MOCTApAJICS CleNaTh
3Ty Belllb KaKk MOXHO Oosee HerpuMeTHOW. Ho mycTh Bac He oOMaHbIBaeT ee CKpoMHBIN Bua. Kak
TOJIBKO Bbl HAJIEHETE €€, Bbl Cpa3y e MOYyBCTBYETE, KAK OCTATKM MpakKa OTCTYHAIOT.

— Cnacn60, — roBOpIO s U IMOCKOpee Npsiuy KOpoOOUKy B KapMmaH, oka HeT Kasna. Ecimi on
y3HaeT, uyTo Taiaen 4To-To Jaj MHe, U30eKaTh HEMPUSITHOTO pa3roBopa He yAacTcsl.

Crout MHe yOpath ee, Kak B KOMHaTy Bo3Bpamaercsi Kasn. OH 6pocaeT mogo3puTeTbHbIi
B3I Ha Taiiiena u HenpUs3HEHHO Iy pUTCS.

Taiizien CrioKOMHO 3aTSATMBAaeT PEMHHU Ha CBOEW CYMKe, U He oOpallasi BHUMaHUsI Ha HETIpHsI3-
HeHHbIN B3 KasHa, 1oOponyIHo yasidaeTcs emy.

— BpI Kak pa3 BoBpeMs, KHs3b. Ha cerogHs ocMOTp 3aKOHYEH, — T'OBOPUT OH U BCTAET CO
CBOEro MecCTa.

— W 4910 BB MOX)eTe cKa3aTh nocie ocMoTpa? — crpamuBaer KasH.

— HackonbKo 51 MOTy CyaMTbh, HUKAKOW YI'pO3bl 30POBbIO Balllel jKEHbl Ha IaHHbIA MOMEHT
Het. Ho ee Bce erie HeoOXoaUMO Niepeoindecky HaOI0IaTh Ha BCAKMIA cTyvaid. Tak 4To s K Bam elte
HaBeJJaloCh, C BAIIETO TO3BOJICHHUS.

Taiinen nogxoaut k KasHy 1 HaKkJIOHSIET TOJIOBY.

— A ceifuac s BbIHYK/IEH IOKMHYTb Bac, MEHs XKJET UMIIeparop.

KasH nepecraer XMypuThCs U 51 9yBCTBYIO, YTO OH HEMHOT'O pacciadisercs.

— Kak uyBcTBYyeT cebst umneparop? — crpalimBaeT oH, poBoxas Taiinena 3a apepb. A gy
YyTb [100JAJIb, CITyILIAsl UX PA3rOBOP.
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— He mory ckazaTh HMUEro yTemmTeabHOro, — MPavHO TOBOpUT Taiizen, — HO MBI JiejlaeM
Bce, YTOOBI 00JIerdnTh ero crpaganus. W na, s xoten npeaynpeauts Bac. Byapre TOTOBHI B JII0OOM
MOMEHT SIBUThCS B 3aMOK. COBETYI0 Bcerjia iepkarh rnapy Jiolmaaen Harotose. Pemaonumi yac MoxeT
HACTYNUTH B KOrja yrogHo. Mimmeparop Ao/KeH ycneTh repearh BaM 3HAaHUE O MECTe CBOETO 3aX0-
pOHEHUsI, Kak OyayIieMy HaMeCTHHKY.
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OcraBlIMCh HaeJUHE B CBOEW KOMHATE, 51 AJOCTAI0 U3 KapMaHa apTeakT, 4To Bpy4uni1 MHe Tail-
nes1. XoJMOoAHbI MeTaJlT Py TIsipa TYT K€ HarpeBaeTcsl OT MOETo MPUKOCHOBEHHM . S1 OTKPBIBAIO €0 U
JOCTAIO LIETIOUKY, MOCJIE YETr0 Cpa3y ke HAAEBAalo €€ Ha 1IeH.

KameHb B 1IeHTpe €/iBa 3aMETHO ITyJIbCHPYET B TAKT MOEMY COOCTBEHHOMY CepAlIeOMEeHUIO, I
BUKY 9TO, IJIsi/is1 Ha ceOs B 3epKasio. HenmpumeTHast MajieHbKasl IIeNovKa ¢ KPOXOTHBIM KaMHeM. Bpsiz
JIM KTO-TO 3aMOJO03PUT B HEW MOIIHBINA apTedakT apXUMarucTpa.

Crout MHE HaJIeTh LIETb HA LIEI0, 51 TYT € YyBCTBYIO, KAK OCTATKM YEPHOrO TyMaHa, KOTOpbIE
s HEe 3amMeya’a JI0 9TOro, OTCTYMNAIOT [MOYTH TaK K€ CTPEMUTEIbHO, KAK OHU OTCTYMNAJIM NOYYSB MPH-
KocHoBeHMe Taiizena.

Tporato kKaMeHb pyKaMu 1 YyBCTBYIO KOKEW €ro Mmy/ibcaluio. B 310 ke MrHOBEHUE 1 OLIyIIAlo,
Kak Oy[ITO BMECTe C TYMaHOM YXOIUT U YaCTb MPAYHbIX MbICJIEH, CJIOBHO YKCTbII KaMEHb HE TOJIBKO
yOupaeT BO3JeiCTBIE MOPYH, HO U BCEJISIET B MEHsI HaJIeK Ay Ha Xopolllee U ceerioe Oynymiee. U xotb
pa3yMoM s MOKa He MOHMMAI0, Kak Moe Oyaylllee, yYUThIBasi OOCTOSATENLCTBA, MOKET ObITh XOPOIIHNM,
CEep/LIEM S UyBCTBYIO, YTO KaK-TO, HO BCE JOJKHO HAIAAUTHCS PAHO WM MO3HO.

— He Bupen panbliie Ha TeOe 3TO yKpallieHue, — ropoput KasH u s B3aparuBaio OT HEOXKH-
JAHHOCTU, — HE CJIMIIKOM JIM OHO CKPOMHOE /1J1s1 Oyayliieit Matepu ummneparopa?

— Ero nogapuna MHe mMath, — BpY 5, — OHa CKa3ajia, YTO OHO MPUHOCUT yJady U BCEJsET
HaJIeKYy.

A Ky B 3epkasio Ha KasHa, KOTOpbIi OAXOAUT KO MHE €331 U KJIaJIeT PyKH Ha IUIeYM.

— ThI 1ocTONHO Besa ce0s1 C 3TUM I0HIIOM, — TOBOPUT OH YIOBJIETBOPEHHO, — s OYEHb pajl,
YTO HaM yraercss OOBOJUTh MX BCeX BOKPYr nauiblia. He B mocneqHioo ouepeab Onaromapsi TBOewn
MPEBOCXOIHOM UTpE.

S1 CKJIOHSAIO TOJIOBY.

— DTO OYeHb OMACHO, — IOBOPIO 51, — OHU MOT'YT Pa300JaunTh HAC U TOTJA. ..

— A 4TO TBI TyMaeiib OyJeT, ec/v He Halll CbiH OyneT npaBuTh? [lpeacTaBs cede, UTo caenaot
C HaMM 3TH 3aBUCT/IMBbIC KHS3bsI, €CJIM UM JIaTh Oe3rpaHuYHyIo BiacTh. Hac CXMBYT cO CBeTY.

— A 4TO cienaeib C HUMU Thl? — CIIPAIIMBAIO 51, OJAHMUMAs B3[JISAL U BCTPEYasiCh UM C XOJIO/I-
HBIMM TJIa3aMH MOEr0 UCTUHHOTO, — THI-TO TTOKaJIeelb XOTh KOro-TO U3 HUX ?

— ¢1 Gyny neiicTBOBaTH CIpaBEAIMBO, — THUXO U YBEPEHHO roBopUT KasH.

— Tak *ke crpaBe[IMBO, KaK Thl OOOIIIENICS CO MHO¥? — CIIPAIMBAIO 51, HE YEeP/KaBIIIUCh.

KasH riaaut Moo 1mieto u s 9yBCTBYIO, KaK 10 BCeMY Telly TpoOeraloT Mypariky OT ero Mpu-
KOCHOBEHHMS.

— Tsl camoe noporoe, 4To y MEHs €cTh, AHHA, Thl %€ 3Haellb. Bece, 4To A Aenaiwo, A Aesan
panu 1eds.

— Jlaxxe yHM>Kaelllb Niepe] CBOMMU JIEBKAMMU ?

— He HauuHaii cHOBa, — 3aKaThIBaeT OH IJ1a3a, — MBI, K&KETCs, ke OOCYUIIN 3TOT BOIIPOC.
Pasee Bukrop He 00bsicHu Tebe Bce?

S Tonbko Momay, uyToObl KasH Buzesn, 4to s He coOMpalch MOTYUHSITHCS.

OH Kayaet roJIoBOM U rOBOPHUT:

— Toxoxe, BukTop 6ecrnione3eHn, — rooput Kasu. [lymaio, ero cieiyer oTnpaBuTh 0OpaTHO
B MOHACThIpb. CerojiHs st Xouy CIaTh B CBOEH MOCTEIM BMeCTe ¢ TOOOM, XOUelllb Thl TOTO, UJIA HET U
Codms Oyner criath ¢ Hamu. He BeIHYK1ail MEHsI 3aCTaBJISITh TeOs, MIJIasl.

[TocnenHue caoBa OH TOBOPUT MHE Ha YXO U 51 YYBCTBYIO, KaK €ro JbIXaHUE IEKOYET MEHS.
OH 11eyeT MeHs B IIel0 M YXOIUT, OCTABUB MEHS HaeJMHe ¢ OyIIYIOIIUM BHYTPH OTHEM SIPOCTU U
HEroloBaHus. ,
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Sl cxumalo B pyke KyJIOH, MOJapeHHbI TaiiieioM M 3aKpbIBaio I71a3a, MbITAsCh COCPEIOTO-
YUTHCS HA MYJIbCAIMU, KOTOPYIO OH M3JTyJaeT.

C ynuBieHueM Jisi caMmol ce0s1 OOHapyKHMBalo, YTO YCIIOKAWBAIOCh JOCTATOYHO OBICTPO.

HyxHo 6exatpb ot Hero. HyxHO Bce 001ymaTh, BRIPBAaThCS U3 3aMKa M HANTU MECTO, TTIe 51 MOTY
YKpbIThCs. Eciti ObI ObLT XOTh KTO-TO, KOMY 51 MOTY JIOBEPUTHCSI B 9TOM

Buxkrtop? Her, on cimiukom npesaan Kasny, HecmoTps Hu Ha uto. i Hero KasH Hanpsmyio
CBsI3aH ¢ OOroMm, a mpoTuB 6ora BUkTop He mowaeT, Mpy Bcel CBOe CMMITaTHX KO MHE JIMIHO.

Tavigen? Ilpu MbICIA O HeM, cepplle AesIaeT JWITHUNA yaap, coOuBast putM. $1 BCIOMHUHAIO €ro
B3IJISIL, TIOJTHBIN [TyOMHBI ¥ TIOHUMAaHMsI, HECMOTPSI Ha KaXKYIIyIOCsl BHEIITHIOI IOHOCTh OpaTa UCTHH-
HOU uMmrieparopa. [la, emy MokHO ObUTO ObI JOBepHUThCS. MOXHO ObUTO ObI pricKHYTh. HO /17151 3TOTO
HY)KHO JIOKJIaThCsI, KOTJIa OH CHOBa MoceTUT Ham 3aMoK. Ho korga ato cinyuutcs? Eciu Obl TOJBKO
MOXHO OBUIO TIepeiaTh eMy MUcbMO. .. Ho 310 cmimkom puckoBanHo. Crmiikom omnacHo. Ecim Kasn
y3HAeT, 4To $ 3ayMaJia YTO-TO MPOTHB Hero. CTpaliHo MPeACTaBUTh, YTO OH CIeJIaeT.

Sl mox0Xky K OKHY U CMOTPIO BaJIb, TYA, T/Ie HAXOAUTCS 3aMOK UMIIepaTopa U BIPYT OCO3HAIO,
YTO YK€ HAUMHAI0 PO ceOsi COUMHATh MUCchbMO a1 Taiinena. OfgHa 4acTh MeHsI KpUUHT O TOM, YTO
3TO MpenaTeabCTBO, U ITOrO Hesb3s Aenarh. Ho apyras, HOBas 4acTb MeHs, Ta 4acThb KOTOpasi pas-
JKUATAETCS] OTHEM MOETO OyAyIIero chiHa, yOeskJIaeT MeHsl. UTO s Bce JeJal0 BEPHO. DTa YacTh MEHs
rOTOBA HA YTO YTOJHO, JIUIIIL Obl BRIPBAThCS M3 STOTO JOMA, JIUII Obl HE YYaCTBOBATH B 3aTESIX 3aWT-
paBIIIerocsi ¥ OCJETIUIEHHOTO MoxoThio KasHa.
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Bce, vero s xenana — 310 ObITH YTOgHOH Oory. Bee, 0 4yeM s Monuiach Kaxplid A€Hb — 3TO
CITy’KUTh MOEMY KHS3I0 U 1aTh €My HacleTHUKa. Bee, yero s1 xorena — OBITh ICTUHHOW HE TOJIBKO
10 (paKTy CBA3BIBAIOLIEN HAC METKH, HO U UCTUHHOM JTyIIOM, TEJIOM U CEpILIEM.

Knanmy pyku Ha )KMBOT M MBICJIEHHO 00paIalch K Moemy OyayieMy ChiHy. MoeMy eJMHCTBEH-
HOMY 3alllMTHUKY, KOTOPBIA e1lle Jaxke He 3HaeT o0 3toM. bynymemy nmneparopy. Iloiimver iu oH
MeH#, Korja BbipacteT? CMOry JiM 5 cKa3aTb €My IPaBay O TOM, YTO IIpeAajia ero OTIa, UIla crace-
HuA?

Baaparusaio, ciblilia, Kak OTKPHIBAETCSl METAUIMYECKUI 3aMOK. B KOMHary BieTaeT Mmopbis
BeTpa M BMecTe ¢ HUM cMeliok Coduu, 4To-To ropopsien KHa310. OHa B HOYHOM pyOallke ¢ pas-
pe3oM, MOYTH HE CKPBIBAIOLINM ee Tpyab. JJIMHHBIE TOHKHME HOTM OOHaXeHbl. KHS3b IepKUT CBOIO
PYKY Ha Hee TaJIuM U 4TO-TO TOBOPUT €il Ha yXO.

Mep3agen. S 4yBCTBYI0, KaK K rOpITy IMOAKATHIBAET CIa3M OTYAsTHHOW 0OuIbI 1 Oomu. S sxiana
3Ty HOYb, KaK HOUb MOel Ka3HU. M KasH He oOMaHy1 MeHs, OH BCe-TaKH MPUTAILI €e.

Sl kmagy pyKy Ha rpyab, YTOOBI OLYTHTh My/IbCALIMIO KaMEIlIKa Ha MOeH 111ee ¥ 3TO YyThb YCIO-
KauBaeT MEH, 3aCTaBJIsIeT MEHs1 BEPHYThCS B PEAJIbHOCTb.

Kak s mepexwuBy 31y Houb? Kak 51 cMory coxpaHuTth ceOsl Tociie TOro, Ha YTO TOJKAeT MEeHs
Kasn? Heyxenu oH 1 paBaa aymaer, 4to s CMUPIOCh?

EnBa BCcTpeTHBIINCH CO MHOM B3IVIZOM, B TYCKJIOM CBETe cBeuel 1 KamuHa, Cous 3amupaer
Y OCTaHABJIMBAETCS.

— Yro xe 1, Copust, — ropoput KasH, ynbidasich, — npoxoau, BUIMIIb, AHHA YKe KAET Hac.

— IlpoctuTte, KHA3b, — FOBOPUT OHA, U 51 BUKY, UTO OHA U30 BCEX CHJI CTApPaeTCsl HE CMOTPETh
MHE B IJIa3a, CTapaeTcsi, YTOOBI FOJIOC €€ He APOTHYJI.

1 omyckato roJioBy ¥ He JIBUTaloch ¢ MecTa, IpoAoJiKas CUIETh B Kpecie. 51 He Xouy BUJETh HU
ero, HU ee. Bee, yero s1 xouy — Oexkarb npsiMo ceiyac.

— 41 mymast Thl HarpeeuIb HaM MOCTeJIb, JIIOOMMasi, — CIblIy 51 rojoc KasHa.

4l TIIeTHO MBITAlOCH MOIABUTH APOXb, KOTOpask OECIomanHO ObeT MeHs, CJIOBHO S CTOI0 Ha
JIe/ISTHOM BeTpy, Oe33aIuTHas, OMHOKAs!, YHIKEHHAsI.

S wyBCTBYI0, Kak nasiblibl KasHa KacaTcs Moen pykH, C:KMMAIOLIEN KYJIOH, ofapeHHbli Tai-
JEJIOM.

— Hy uTo e Thl Tak 3axarta? He Takoro npuema s cerogns oxuaai. Heyxenu Oynymias MaTb
MMIIepaTopa He XOUeT pa3/iesIuThb MOCTes b CO CBOMM MyxeM? Heyxkenu Thl Jake He HOCMOTPHUIIIb Ha
MeHA?

Sl mogHMMalo rOJIOBY M OTKPBIBAIO IJ1a3a, CHU3Y BBepX s Ha KasHa.

— TsI roBOpHIT UTO JIOOUIIIL MeHS1, KasH, — roBoplo 51, — eciu Mpas/ia JIOUIIIb, MOKaITYICTa,
He 3aCTaBJIsIii MeHs JieJaTh 3TO.

KasH cagutcs HarpoTuB MeHs U OepeT MOU PyKHU B CBOU.

— TloiiMu ke, MusIasd, Tak HY’KHO. B 5TOM HET HUYEro YHU3UTEJIBHOIO, HET HUYEro, YTO HE
ObLUIO OBl B IOPsZIKE BEIIeH AJIs JPpaKoHa.

S cMOTPpIO B €ro ropsiuue sstHTapHbBIM CBETOM IJ1a3a U He y3Hato cBoero KHszs.

— Tloyemy TBI BOPYT CTal TaKUM? — CHPAIIMBAIO 5, — HEYKEJIU ThI 3a0bUI, KaK JOPOXKHII
MHOU paHblie?

— Yro TosKy Aymath o mnpoiwioM, mooumas? HyxHo apuratbcs paneine. HaBcrpedy uys-
CTBaM, HaBCTpeuy HOBBIM BeplIMHaM. S Bcerga 3Hajl, YTo S BBILIE BCEX OCTAIBHBIX. 3HAJI, YTO MOE
NIpU3BaHUe — YIPABJIATh IPyrMMH, OAYMHATh UX CBOeH BoJie. M 4To ke 5 3a paBUTEb, €CIIA MOS
’KeHa He keJlaeT NoquuHAThesA? Kak s cMory ynpasisTh Lie1oi UMIIepHel, eClIM MOsl KeHa He ITOHU-
MaeT MEH$ M He XOUeT pa3JeUTh Moe cyacTbe?
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— Cuacrtbe? — crpanmsaio .

— HacnenqHuk poxaeHHbIN B JIIOOBU OyleT CUIbHBIM, SIPOCTHBIM, BIACTHBIM M JOCTOWHO IPO-
nomkut popa. Codust T0KHA YyBCTBOBATh 3TY JIIOOOBb OT MEHS U B TOM 4uciie OT TeOs. Pa3Be Th
elle He NoHsa?

— Tak 3HauMT 51 AOJKHA JTIOOUTH ee? DToro xoueT 6or?

— KoHneuHo! — BOCKJIMIIaeT KHs3b, CIIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO s pa3rajaja 3araaky, Kotopas J0Jiro
MHE HE /1aBajach.

— U 181 MoOUIIL ee? — cnparmmsaio 51, 6pocast B3risaa Ha Coduio, KoTopast poOKO OTJIsIbIBA-
eTCsl TI0 CTOPOHAM, M3y4asi Hallly C KHS3eM CIIAJIBHIO.

— Koneuno xe! MHaye oHa He CMOXET J1aTh MHE HacJieHMKA. Pa3Be Thl He UMTasla KHUT U HE
3Haellb, YTO HamucaHo B HUX? Hukakoe cems He mpuxkuBercs: Oe3 mooBu. Eciu s Bo 4TO U Bepio,
TaK B 3TO.

He cmotpst Hu Ha 4uTO, croBa KasHa paHAT MeHsI Tak OOJIbHO, CJIOBHO I BIIEPBBIE Y3HAIO O €ro
u3MeHe. f To tymasia, 4To yxe Mepekuia 3T0, 9YTO CMUPHIIach, 4TO Temeph cTaja cuibHee. Ho MeTka
SIPOCTHO TSHET MeHs1 K KasHy ¥ OJHOBpeMEHHO Tep3aeT MeHs, 3aCTaBJisisi pEBHOBATh C Oe3yMHOM
cuoit. Heyxenu oH, Kak MOW MCTHHHBIN, COBCEM He YyBCTBYeT MO0 00Jib? UTO ke ¢ HUM Takoe?

— Mme 60m1bHO, KasH, — roBopio s1, — eciu JIIOOUIIb MeHs, 51 IPOIITY ellle pas.

Mse yxe Bce paBHO, uTO psiioM crout Codus U caymiaeT Kak s kajoOHo mpoiry KHszs He
MIPUHYK/IATh MEHsl, s 9yBCTBYIO TOJIBKO 00JIb, pa3AUPAIONIYI0 MEHS IPOCTHBIMH KOTTSIMU. B0t 001161
Y OTYasTHUS.

— Twl eme Oynens GrarogapHa MHe 3a 3T0, — TOBOpUT KasH, — a Tenephp 5 X0uy, YTOOBI ThI
cHsia ¢ ceds ogexay. Otkpbuta cedst Copuu Tak ke, Kak OTKpbIBaeIIb ceOsi MHe.

OH nojiHUMaeT MeHsI Ha HOTM U PacCTerMBaeT MyroBUIIbI HA MOEN HOYHOU copouke. OT ero
MIPUKOCHOBEHUH K MOE KOXke MeTKa TpeOyeT MOTUMHUTLCS U JIeNiaTh Bee, YTo OH xo4eT. Ho apakon
BHYTPHY MEHS OTUasSTHHO MPOTECTYeT.

— TMoxaiyiicta, — roBopIo 5 METNOTOM.

KasH HakJIOHsIeTCS U 11esTyeT MeHs B TyObl, OTYEro Ha OJJHO MTHOBEHHE pa3yM MOW TMOTHOCTHIO
OYMIIIAETCSI OT BCETO, OCTABJIsIsi MECTO TOJIBKO BCETIOTTIONIAIONIEH T0OBH K UCTUHHOMY. KasH 3Haer,
YTO HYXKHO JIeJIaTh, YTOOBI JIUIIUTH MEHS BOJH. 1 0OMSIKAIO B €r0 OOBATHUSX U OH MOAXBATHIBAET MEHS
Ha pyKHM. 5 4yBCTBYIO, KaKk OH KJIaJeT MEHs Ha IOCTeJNb U Cibliy, Kak 30BeT Coduio:

— Jloxkuch psaoM ¢ Hel, muiast. Buguiib oHa ApOKUT, corpeii ee.

B ronoce Kasna 3ByuuT BiiacTHbIN Npuka3. HUKTO HUKOTIa HE OCMENTMBAJICS IEPEUYUTD EMY.

S ayBeTByIo Kak Codust IprkUMaeTcst KO MHE CBOUM XPYITKMAM TEJIOM U LIeJTyeT MeHsI B IIEeKy.

— Tak? — crpammBaeT oHa KHA35

Sl x0ouy OTTOJNKHYTh €€, HO CJIOBHO Mapaii30BaHa BJIACTHBIM B3IJISIOM MOETro KHs3s. f,
KaXeTcsi, BIepBbIe YYBCTBYIO Ha ce0e, KaK OH UCIONB3YeT CBOI0 CHITY, YTOOBI MOJABUTh MOIO BOJIO.
4l 3Ha10, YTO OH JIeJIaeT 3TO € IPYrMMH, HO OH O0O€IIaj, YTO HUKOTa He C/IeslaeT 3TOro co MHou. Yto
Me:Ky HaMHU BCe Bceria Oy/ieT TOMbKO JOOPOBOJIBHO.

— ToI ke oberiayl, — MPOPHIBAIOTCS CIOBA CKBO3b 00E3/IBMKUBAIOIIYIO, JIAIIAIOIILYI0 BOJIU
IeJIeHy, KOTOPYI0 HakKMHY/I Ha MeHs Kash.

— A THI 06eriana ObITh BEPHOM KEHOU Y MCTIONHSTh BCE, UYTO BEJIUT TBOUM KHSI3b, — T'OBOPUT OH
Cepbe3HO, IS/ Ha TO, KaK ero IeBKa OOHMMAeT MeHs1, — JIyMalo 51 MOTY B3sITh CBOE OO€IIaHue Ha3as.

S gyBcTByIO, Kak nasielibl Copun HaThIKaloTcA Ha KyJoH. CTOMT el cenaTh 3TO, Kak f Ha
MTHOBEHHE TepsII0 CO3HaHUE. B Ipyrylo cekyHay OHa OTIIATHIBAETCS OT MEHS, CJIOBHO ee 0O0XKIJIO.

— AIJi! — BCKpUKMBAET OHa, — KKETCA.

— Yo Takoe? — crpamuBaeT KasH.

— KHs13b, pocTUTE! — CIIBIIILY 5 TOJIOC PACHOPSAUTENISUS 32 IBEPU.

— Jla xaxoro nekja! — peraut Kash, u 6pocus sipoctabiil B3risin Ha Coduio, KOTOpast CxKu-
MaeT 000 >KeHHBII Tajiel] B CBOEH JIaJJOHH, HalPaBJIsSieTCsl K ABEPH.
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EnBa mouyBcTBOBaB, Kak KOHTpOJIb KasHa ocnabeBaer, 51 TYT ke BCTalo C MOCTENN U TTOAXO0KY
K OKHY.

— Yto0 Tebe Hy)KHO? — KHSI3b PHIBKOM PACaxyBaeT JIBEPh U 51 BIKY OJeIHOE JIMIIO Pacropsi-
JUTENIs, TPACYLIErocsl BCEM TEJIOM.

— Kaskercs1, Hactaut yac, mpuObLI FOHEI] OT UMIIePaTopa, BaM BEJIEHO CPOUHO SIBUTHCS BO JIBO-

per.
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— Tak 4T0 %€ Thl CTOMIIb, UANOT, BEJIM BHIBOAUTH MOIO JIOLIA/Ib, 51 [IOEYy BEPXOM.

— IIpocture, — MHeETCA pacnoOpsaUTENb, HE PeIIasACh CKa3aTh YTO-TO.

— YT10? — psBkKaer Ha Hero KasHh.

— BeneHo exarb Bam U Balleu cynpyre.

A emotpio, kak Copuss MeUIEHHO MIOJHUMAETCS ¢ KPOBAaTH U MIOAXOAUT K MOEMY UCTUHHOMY.

—- Yro ci1y4msioch, MAJIBIN? — CIPAIIMBAET OHA, — 3a4Y€M OH MPUILEN CPEAr HOUn?

— Bce xopomo, Codusi, — ¢ HEXKHOCTBIO B rojioce roBopuT KasH 1 caxaer ee Ha Hally Kpo-
BaTh, — MOJOKAM HAC 371€Cb. BO3MOKHO, cerofgHs camas BaxkHasi HOUb B Hallled XU3HU. Mouch Tak
KPEIKO, KaK TOJIbKO ymeelb. Kaxercs, umneparop pu CMEpPTH.

— OpieBaiicsi, — OpocaeT MHE KH#3b, — Thl 3Ha€lllb, KAKOE IUIaThe HaJeTh. Y TeOs eCTh MATh
MUHYT.

— Ho ...

— bBrIcTpo! — mNOBHIIIAET OH Ha MEHA TOJIOC, OTYETO CEPALIE MOE CKHUMAETCA OT CTpaxa U
TPEBOTH.

— 3a4yeM UM 7 — CIpalIMBaIoO 5 MOCIELIHO CHUMasi COPOYKY U HaJIeBas TO CaMOE IIJIaThe.
MernbkoM Opocato B3IIIsi Ha cedst B 3epKasio. Bomockl pacTpenaHsl, B I71a3ax 3aCThUIM HEMBIE CIIE3H,
ryObl TOTpecKamch. M B TakoM BUJE s TIpeCTaHy Mepel] MMIIEpaTopoM 1 ABOPOM ?

— [Mpuuynpl BEDKMBILETO M3 yMa CTapHvKa, — paspaxkeHHo Opocaer cede mox Hoc KasH, HO
S CIIBIIY €TO CJIOBA.

Heyxenu oH coBcem He yBakaeT MMIIEPATOPa, KOTOPbIA Beerga neHua KasHa Beliie ocrasb-
HbIx? {1 3aragpiBalo B miaza KasHa u BUXKy B HUX TOJIBKO pasgpaxeHHoe HereprieHne. OH CJIOBHO
OXOTHHMK, KOTOPBII BOT BOT BCTPETUTCS CO CBOE 100bIuei C I71a3y Ha ria3. U kaxercs, oH Oecrioko-
UTCSA, YTO BCTpeya 3Ta OyAeT MPOXOIUTh HE Ha €ro TEPPUTOPUH U HE HA €ro YCJIOBUSIX.

— Codms1, — Gpocaet Kasn, — nomoru AHHe npuBecTH cedsl B TIOPSIJIOK, pa3 CIyTH HE MOTYT
JOTALUTh CBOM JICHUBBIE 3a/IHULIBI.

— 4 cnipaBimock cama, — roBOpIO S TPOYE, YEM XOTeJIa MU MOW KPAaCHOPEUMBBIM B3IJIA]L OCTa-
HaBmBaeT CodHIo, yXe TOTOBYI0 OPOCHUTHCS BHIIIOIHATD MPUKA3aHUE KHS3S.

KasH 3akareIBaeT 171a3a, B3IbIXaET U Pa3Jpak€HHO MOIXOAUT KO MHE.

— Tsl momkHa Oyzmemb creaTh BCe, Kak B MPOIUIBIA pa3, HAJEIOCh Thl MOHMMAEIlb, CKOMb
MHOI0€ 3aBHCHUT OT TeOs1, — roBopuT MHe KasH, pazgpaxeHHO 3alllHypOBbIBasi IIHYPKU HA MOEM
iathe, — M3 3a TeOs, HaM TPHUIETCS exaTh B SKMIaXe, ITO 3a/lepKUT Hac. Hazerock, crapuk He
oTacT Oory Aylly paHbllle BpEMEHH.

Sl 4yBCTBYI10, KaK OT IPUKOCHOBEHUS €0 MaJbLEB K MOEU CIIMHE, APAKOHBE TEIUIO B MOEM
’KMBOTE OT3bIBACTCS, CJIOBHO ObI y3HaBasi cBoero otua. Ecim Ob1 KasH TonbKO MO MOYyBCTBOBATh
cgoero ceiHa cenvac. Ho pon CanzepcoB Bcerga LIEHW!I JIMIIb CUITY, IIO3TOMY C JETCTBAa OHU IOZAB-
JISTIOT YyBCTBUTEIBHOCTD K Marv, 4ToObI Ta Oe3yMHasi CHJla, KOTOPOi OHU cebst HAKauMBaloT /17151 00,
HE BBUKIVIO UX BocripusTie. KasH XoTen ObITh CHJIBHBIM, a B UTOTE TaK c/1al, YTo 1aKe He UyBCTBYET
CBOETro HacjieJHUKa BHYTpU MeHs. Kakas cTrpaHHas MpOHHUS.

S noBopauMBaloCk U 3arAabBaio B €ro Iiasa.

— M5l MOXEM NOJNETETh, — TOBOPIO 1, HE OTPbIBAsl B3MJIsAJAa OT €0 BEPTUKAJIBHBIX 3PAYKOB,
rOpAIIMX KPACHBIM CBETOM.

— Yo 3a BapBapcTBO? YTO 3a MIyNoe pacTOYMTENLCTBO? — cripauBaeT nienoroM Kash,
yro0s1 COPU S HE CJIBIIIAJIA, 1 B m1a3ax ero mJiemiercs nNpe3peHue BIepeMeNIKy co 3710CThI0 Ha
MEH$, — Tbl XOTb [IOHUMAEILIb, YETO CTOUT NIEPEBOIIOTUTBCS B IPaKOHA?
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Sl mpekpacHoO 3Halo, Yero 3TO CTOUT, HO s HE CMOIJIA YepKaThCs, YTOOBI He MOCTaBUTh KasHa
B HEJIOBKOE TojIoxkeHre. OH YHU3WIT MeHs], Mapain30BaJl MOIO BOJIO, MIPEAas U €jBa He OCKBEPHIUI
Harie 6paynoe joxe. 1 JomKHa Obljla OTBETUTD XOTh YEM-TO.

— [ouyemy TbI mienuenb, Kasu? — crpammpaio s TAKMUM ke MIENOTOM, — WJIM Thl OOUIIILCS
MoKazarth caboCTh repe] cBoel aeBkoi? CTapukh yke JaBHO 3a0bLTH 9TO UCKyccTBO. OHU XOIST Ha
CBOMX HOTaxX,Kak MPOCTHIE JIIOJU, IECITUICTUSMU He TIePEeBOILIONIASCh B TOJMHYIO (pOpMy JpaKoHa.
OHnu ¢ 10HOCTH HU pasy 3Toro He jaenaiu. C Kakux Mop Thl CTajl TaKUM ke, Kak oHU? C Kakux 1op
MIePEeBOIUIOTUTHCS B IPAKOHA 1151 TeOs1 Tskes10? MokeT OBbITh BCE JIENIO B TOM, UTO ThI TPATHUIIIb CJIHII-
KOM MHOTO CHJI Ha CBOUX TpeX JIEBOK?

1 3Ha10, YTO MOM CJIOBA MONAAIOT B OJIATOAATHYIO TIOUBY. §l MPAKTHMUECKHU CIIBIITY, KAK CKPUTIST
3y0bl Kasna. U BKy 110 ero riiaszam, 4To OH He ToToB. Mosi MajieHbKasi MecTh Oblia Obl CJIA/IKOM, €CITH
OBl OT SIPOCTH U OOJHU, KOTOPYIO ceivac UCTibiThiBaeT KasH, MHe ObUla XOTh KaKasg-TO BHITOAA.

Sl 9yBCTBYIO, YTO SPOCTh MOETO MCTHHHOTO T'OTOBA BBIPBATHCS HAPYXKY, BHKY Kak OesleioT
KOCTSIIIKM €ro MaJIblieB, OTTOrO YTO OH C HEBEPOATHOM CHIJIOW CKMMaeT cBou Kynaku. Ho Bapyr,
yIpsiMasi CKJIafIka y Hero Ha MEepeHOCHIIe PasIyIaXMBAeTCsl M Ha JIMLIE TOSBIISETCS e/1Ba 3aMeTHast
ynbiOKa. OH B3sT ce0s1 B pyKH, Iepe0opoIt CBOIO IPOCTb.

— Ecnmu Gbl Tl 3HaJA, O YeM roBOpUIllb, AHHA, — TOBOPHUT OH CIIOKOWHBIM rojiocoM. Ho s
3HAI0, YTO 32 TUM CIIOKOHCTBHEM KpPOETCsl ys3BJIeHHAst TOpAOCTh. Ero B3MIs ] KpaCHOPEUrBO CBUIE-
TEJIbCTBYET O TOM, YTO MHE ellle MPUIETCS 3aIUIaTUTh 32 CBOIO JIEP30CTh.

OH Oeper MeHs 3a IJIeY0 U BBIBOAUT U3 KOMHATHL. S Opocaio B3rsag Hazan, Ha Codwuto. OHa
CUAMT Ha MOEW KpOBaTH, MOXKaB HOTM U CMOTPUT HaM Bcriell. Ha MrHOBeHMe, MHE KaKeTcsl, uTo s
BUKY B HEll 4TO-TO emie. YTO-To KpoMe MPOCTOMYIITHON I0HOCTH U PACTEPSTHHOCTH.

UepHble CTONOBI T'YCTOrO AbIMA, MOJHAMAIONIMECS BBEPX HA COTHM METPOB, BUIHBI B Tpell-
paccBeTHbIX cyMepKax. OHM KaKyTcsl YepHBIMH OOpO3/1aMH, PACCEKAOIIMMK caMy TKaHb HeOa Ha
TIOJIOCHI.

— Tl'onu GwicTpee, — noaroHsier Kasn kyuepa.

— 3Ha4MT 3TO NpaBa, — rOBOPIO 5 APOKALIIM I0JIOCOM, — OH U IpaB/ia YMUPAET.

— I'maBHOe, YTOOBI OH yCHeN cKa3aTh MHE, KyAa MOJeTUT YMHUpATh U IJe HaMepsiH 3aKOIaTh
yelyl, — ropoput KasH cocpeioTroyeHHo.

['urantckue KOCTphbl, OT KOTOPBIX BBEPX MOAHMMAETCSl YEPHBII [IbIM, TOPAT TaK KapKo, YTO
MIPUXOAUTCS OTBOpaYMBaThes. 110 Bcemy ropoy OrmyIiTebHO 3BEHSAT KOJIOKOMA, IepeOrBasi KpUK
¥ TOMOH TOJITIBI, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO MUMTCS HAIlla NMOBO3KA. $1 BMKY, KaK MOMOIIIHUKY Ky4epa ObloT
3a3eBaBLLIMXCS JIIOJEW, HE YCIIEBAIOIIMX YITHU C AOPOTH, JUIMHHBIMU KHYTaMHU. §1 3Hal0, 4TO BliEpean
JOpOry HaM pacuyMIlaeT IrBapAus U OTBOPAYMBAIOCh, YBUJIEB T€X, KTO HE yCIe YITH C JOPOIH.

— 3aueMm 370 JieNiaTh, — IIeryy s, BUTHpasi CJe3bl IVIATKOM, — 3a4eM OHU YOMBAIOT JIIOZICH.

— Kusasp Canziepc efer! — KpuuuT Kydep yxke OXPHUIIIIIM roj0coM, — C I0poru!

— Tbl 4TO HE NMOHMMaEIIb A0 CUX MOp? — OTCTpaHeHHO roBoput KasH, — B 3TOM KapeTte efer
Oyy1iee UMIIepHH, a Thl OECIIOKOUIIIBCS O KAKOK-TO YepHH, TIOMABIIIEH MO/1 TOPSIIYI0 PYKY TBapIUH.

1 3aKpbIBAIO JIMIIO PyKaMU, BOKPYT MEH$I TOJIbKO KPUKH, 3alax €AKOro YEpHOTO AbIMa U CMEPTb.
VICTUHHBIA, KOTOPBIN, s BeprJIa, 3alIUTUT MEHs OT JTIOObIX CTPaxoB, Oy/IeT MHE OMOPOU M HaJIe)KHOU
CTEHOW, J1axe He oOpalaeT BHUMaHHs Ha Mou cjie3bl. EMy Bce paBHO M Ha MEHsI M Ha 9THX JIIOZIEH.
OH JymaeT TOJBKO O BJIACTH, KOTOpasi ceilyac Tak Om3Ka.

— [puexanu, — cibliily s €ro roloc U OTHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM KapeTa OCTaHABJIMBAETCS.

S OTKpbIBaIO I71a3a U CKBO3b T'YCTOM [IbIM, IOKPBIBAIOIIUI BCE BOKPYT, BUKY OUEPTaHUsI pOC-
KOIITHOTO 3aMKa MMIlepaTtopa. BepxHue I TepsioTcs IIe-TO B YepHOM JbIMY, a HeOa oTciona
BOBCE HE BUJIHO.
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CTONUT OTKPBITHCA ABEPU C MOEU CTOPOHBI, 51 BBIHYKJIEHA JOCTATh IUIATOK U IMPUJIOKUTH €r0 KO
PTy ¥ HOCy. YepHbIii 1bIM, 3aMOHSIONINI BCe BOKPYT TAKOW €KW, YTO s eBa CEPKUBAIO Kallleb.

— Tepru, Auna, — roBoput MHe KasH, — riiaBHOe, He MoKa3bIBaii c1ad0CTh Mepe] KHA3bSIMHU,
€CJIM OHU yXe YycIiesu nprexatb. CBANIEHHBIN AbIM JOJDKHO MTPUHUMATh ¢ O1aroroBeHueM 1 OJ1aro-
JApHOCTBIO.

OH roBOpUT 3TO, CIIOBHO YMTAET U3 APEBHEN KHUTY, MOHOTOHHO U HAPACIIEB.

Ha Kasna pim kak Oyaro Obl COBCeM He AEHCTBYET U OH CBOOOTHO BIIBIXAEeT €r0, He BhIKAa3bIBast
HUKAKOTro Heyl100CTBa.

Hy kxoHeuHo, OH ke JpakoH, NHa4Ye U ObITh HE MOXKET.

S ornsipiBaloCch MO CTOPOHAM U CKBO3b T'YCTOM AbIM BHKY MHOXECTBO MOBO3OK OT JIPYTrUX
nomoB. Koneuno u Cajemc yke 311ech. 30J10TON APAKOH ¢ U3YMPYJHBIMU TJIa3aMU, N300paKeHHBIN
Ha JIBEpH €ro KapeThl, CUsIET TaK SIPKO, YTO POOMBAETCS JaXe CKBO3b 3aBECy JIbIMa.

Sl BUKyY, Kak ero jkeHa HaJCaJHO KallUIsieT, BBIXOASI U3 KapeThl, a CTApblid JAPAKOH MbITAETCS
3aCJIOHUTH €€ CBOMM TeJIOM, YTOOBI STOT MO30P He yBueau apyrue. Ho mo3nHo, Bee yke BUACIH.

Kasn ynoBneTBOpeHHO yibl0aeTcsi U BBIXAET JIbIM IOJTHOU TPYAbIO, TaK, CJIOBHO 9TO YUCTEH-
LM TOPHBIA BO3/1YyX.

— Haneroch oHa motepsieT co3HaHue, — roBOpuT MHe KasH efiBa CIBIIIHO ¥ Mbl 3aXOAUM B
napajiHble IBEpU 3aMKa UMIeparopa.

371ech JBIIUTCS yXKe ropasio cBoOoiHee U 51 yOupaio IIaToK, ¢ HeyAOBOJIbCTBHEM OTMeuvas,
CKOJIBKO YEpHOM CaXXl Ha HEM CKOMUJIOCH.

Huxkorna He gymana, 4yTo mpu MOel KU3HU MMIIEPATOp COBEPIIUT MocienHuit mosuetr. 1 yx
TOYHO He KJaJjia, uTo Oyay MpHIJIallieHa BO JBOPEI] B PELIAIONINI JIEHb. 3a BCIO UCTOPUIO TAKOE CITy-
YaJioCh TOJIBKO TPYIK/IBI M TIOCTIEHUE pa3 OoJiee IBYX COTEH JIET Ha3ajl, O YeM MHE pacCKa3bIBaJl MO
1el, KOTOPbIH JIMYHO BUET U3JaJU, KaK IPEANOcIeJHUIA UMIIEPaTOp B3MbIBaeT B HEOO, MPOPHIBASICH
CKBO3b KJIyObl YEPHOT'O JbIMA.

— OH xaet Bac, — roBoput Taijesn, BcTpeuast HaC B KOHIIE JJIMHHOTO KOpUI0pa, — CJIeyruTe
3a MHO.

CeronHs OH OZIET BO BCE YEPHOE, a T0JIOBA €r0 MOKPHITA KAMIOIIOHOM, KaK Y MOHAXOB OIHEITIO-
KJIOHHHMKOB. [ 0JIOC €ro 3By4nT THXO U CKOpOHO. B r1a3ax ero s 3aMeyaro Kakyo-To CJIOBHO Obl HEBBI-
CKa3zaHHYy10 MbIC/Ib. OH OpocaeT B3IUIs Ha KYJIOH, IOJAPEHHBIN UM U €/1Ba 3aMeTHO KuBaeT. K cua-
CTBIO, ITOT B3MJIsA]] ycKosb3aeT oT Kasna. OH CMOTPUT JIMIIb BIIEPE/I, TOPOIISICh MOOBICTPEE OKA3aThCs
B MOKOSIX CTapUKa.

— IIpocrure, KHA3b, HO HAM B JIPYTYIO CTOPOHY, — MSATKO Hanpapiser Kasna Taiinen.

— Ho pa3Be umMmnepatop He B CBOMX IMOKOsIX? — €/IBa CKpbIBasi pa3Ipa’keHHe Ha MOJIOAOTO
apxumaructpa, opocaet Kasn.

— OH Ha BHYTpEHHEW IUIOMIAIKe, — TOBOPUT Taiinen.

— 41 He monumaro. .. OH 4YTO, U BIPABIY XOUeT B3JIETeTh HAa CBOMX KpbuIbsx? Ho 310 ke 6e3y-
mue!

— BbI comHeBaeTech B TOM, YTO OH CMOCOOEH Ha 3T0? — B cioBax Taiiena 3By4uT efiBa
3aMeTHAs TEHb HACMEIIKU.

— BbI camu roBOpuIM MHE, apXMMaructp, 4ro UMIEpaTop OueHb CTPaJaeT U ero vachl
couteHbl. Pa3Be He ObUIO OBl O0JIee pa3syMHO, eciiv Obl K MECTY €ro KTO-TO JOCTABUIL

— V¥ Bac ecTb noAxosIre KaHAUIAT, KOTOPHIM MOXHO JOBEPSITH?

— Xots Ol s cam, TeM OoJiee, 4TO, KaK 51 IOHMMAIO, B JIIOOOM Cilyyae UMIIEpaTop JOIKEH
COOOIIUTH MHE, TJIE CIIPSYET Yelllylo 17151 HaC/IeIHUKA.
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Taiigen, He oTBeuass KasHy, pacraxuBaet OoJblle YepHbIE ABEPU U MBI CHOBA TIOMaaeM Ha
BO3yX. Ha 3TOT pa3 Bo BHyTpeHHU 1BOP 3aMKa. B TO MecTo, OTKy/Ia B3JIeTAlOT U Ky/1a TPU3EMJISIOTCS
ApakoHbl. OT pIMa, KOTOPBIN TeNepb KaXeTcs elle rylle, y MeHsl HAUMHAET KPYKUThCS rojoBa U
XBaTawch 32 pyky KasHa.

—_ .Hy‘IHIC OOCTAHbTE IJIATOK, KHATUHA, HUKTO HE KXICT OT BAC, YTO BBl CMOKETE HepeHOCI/ITb
CBSIIIICHHBIN JIbIM, KaK IPAaKOHBI, — TOBOPUT Taiizien, U s MOCIYIIHO JIeJIalo TO, YTO OH FTOBOPUT.

S obopaumBaloch, U BUKY, KaK 32 HAMU HIYT €Ille HeCKOJIbKO 4esioBeK. CerogHs uMIeparop
T1I03BaJI HE BCEX, IIOXOXKE, Hpe}IHO‘{Tﬂ OFpaHI/IUII/ITI)CH TOJIBKO CaMbIMU l'[pI/I6JII/I)KCHHI>IMI/I KHA3bAMMN.
YcneBaio 3aMeTUTh, ¢ Kakou 3710001 Ha MeHsI CMOTpUT KHs3b CaseMc. Ero xkeHa, moxoxe, permia
OCTaThbCAd B KapeTe, HUJIN BOBCE OTHpaBI/IJIaCI) HOMOﬁ, B OTJIMYHUEC OT OCTAJIBHBIX KHH36171, OH BOIIIEJI BO
JBOpeILl OMH. MHE CTPAIITHO MPEICTaBUTh, HACKOJIBKO, JIOJIKHO OBITh, HEJIOBKO OH YyBCTBYET ceOsl B
9Ty MuHYTY. OCTaThCsl OMHOMY, O€3 CYIPYTH, B OJJVH U3 CAMbBIX BaKHBIX MOMEHTOB JKM3HH.

KasH naxe He CKpbIBaeT CBOEH YJIBIOKU U 51 BUKY KaK B IITyOMHE ero JPaKOHbUX I71a3 TUIeHIeTCs
a3apTHBIN OTOHb OXOTHHKA, KOTOPBIM YyeT, YTO 10ObIYa BOT BOT OKAXKETCS B €r0 pyKax.

Criepsa s 3aMevaio TOHKYI0 (pUrypky JInavaHsl, OfeTol B JJIMHHOE TPAypHOE IJIAThE YEPHOTO
I[BETA, PACIINTOE KPACHBIMH HUTSIMH, a yKe Mocje camoro umreparopa. OH, Moxoxe, eJjBa AepKUTCS
Ha HOTaxX ¥ JPOKUT BCEM TEJIOM.

— Bel mpunum, foporue Mo, — rOBOPHUT UMIIEPATOP TSKEJIO ABIIIA, 1 OOBOIUT JIOKUHY KHSI-
3eid B3MJIA0M, — HY BOT M HACTaJI Yac, KOrja HaM HyXKHO IMornpoIniatecs HaBceraa. Eciu 6or mo3so-
JINT MHE O6pCCTI/I BC‘IHYIO JKN3Hb B CBOUX ITOA3EMHBIX qepTorax, A 6y1Iy BCYHO ITOMHUTH KAXKI0Iro N3
Bac. M koHeuHo TeOs1, MO ICTUHHAA.

Nmnieparop cxxumaer pyky JIniamaHsl.

S BUKY, KaK OT CJIOB MMITEpaTopa, 1o Ieke JInamaHsl cTekaer cie3a, mpoaeisiBass O0po3ay
B TOHKOM CJIoe Caxu Ha ee ymie. OHa BIBIXaeT JbIM TaK JKe JIeTKO, KaK JPAKOHBI, UM CO3/IAeTCs
OlIyIIIeHHe, YT Tak xke. OHa He CMOTPHUT HU Ha KOTO, KpoMe umreparopa. Kaxercs, 94to B 3Ty MUHYTY
1Tl Hee W He CyIIeCTBYeT OOJIbIlie HUKOTO, KpOMe Hero.

— MoskeT ObITh JIy4Ille. .. — He BbIICPKMUBAET OHA.

— Her, Munasi, — MATKO TOBOPUT UMITEPATOP, — sI OJKEH CHEJIaTh 3TO TaK, KaK 3aBelIaHo.
A TBI OOJI’KHaA HpI/IHHTb MOE pemeHHe.

— Jla, moBenuTe b, — roBOpUT JIMIMaHa M CKJIOHSIET TOJIOBY.

Mmnepatop HEXOTsI OTITYCKAaeT ee PyKy U OHA OTXO/UT B CTOPOHY.

— A Tenepb CBepH_II/ITCH TO, YTO OOJIXKHO CBepI_HI/ITI)CH, _ FOBOpI/IT I/IMHepaTOp 1 BO3IEBACT
PYKH K HeOy.

— OH u npaBna codupaercs caeath T0, — € J10caa0i ToBopuT KasH u oTTackuBaeT MeHs
TMOfIAJIBIIIEe OT UMIIepaTopa, — CTAPbIN YIIPSIMEIL.
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Bokpyr nMniepatopa HauMHaEeT 3aK pyIMBaThCS BUXPb, IIOAHUMAsi MOIIIHbIN BETep, eBa He cOu-
Baonmii ¢ Hor. Cinaboe crapyecKoe Tejlo BIUTHIBAET B CeOsl I'YCThie HEOCsS3aeMble JIOCKYTHI JbIMa
YIOJIbHO YEpHOrO LIBETA, KOTOPBIE IyNaJblAMU TAHYTCA K UMIIEPATOPy, CJOBHO MOCIYILIHBIE €0
BOJIE. .

S BUXKy, Kak Ha TOHKOM, KaK MEpramMeHT, KOXe ero CTapyeCKuX pyK MpOSBIAIOTCS YellyHKH,
¥ BMECTO HOT'TEH BBIPACTAIOT OCTPbIE ONECTAIIME KOI'TH TPOMEKYTOUHOH (popmbl ApakoHa. Mimnepa-
TOp MajJaeT Ha 3eMJII0 U YIIUPAeTcsl pyKaMy B IOUYEPHEBLIMIA OT CaXH U IerJia Necok. TOHKUIl KpuK
OTYasiHUS — 3TO KpUuMT JInmaHa, Kotopas MblTaeTcsl BelpBaThes U3 00baTUi Taiinena n nondexarsb
K CBOEMY UMIIEPATOpPy, CMEIIUBAETCS C APOCTHBIM PHIKOM JIPAKOHA,, OT KOTOPOIO BCE BHYTPU MEHS
COIpOraeTcsl.

— OH He cMoxeT, — ¢ jocafoi Kpuuut KasH, nepekpukuBas MOJHABLIMICA BETEP, — OH
carikoM cinad. HykHo ero octaHOBUTB!

B oty e MuHyTy, Betep ctuxaer. Kaxercs, yTo camo BpeMsl 3aMHpaeT Ha MecTe, OKuas, 4ro
OyJeT asibliie, CJIOBHO Obl 3aTauB AbIXaHKE. 51 C y)KacoM CMOTPIO Ha ITPOUCXO/SIIEe HEPBHO CKUMAs
pyky Kasna. Heyxenu nmniepatop ymper ceifuac, He ycleB NepeBOILIOTUThCS, HE YCIIEB NepeaaTh
npecron?

B crnenyromyio cekyHIy nmmeparop ObeT KOITHCTOM PYKOH MO 3eMJIe ¥ OTHOBPEMEHHO C STUM
HaYMHAET MOJHUEHOCTHYIO TPaHC(OPMALHIO.

— He moxer ObITh, — mienuer Kasm.

Sl ¢ 3ammpaHueM cepalia HaOMoAAI0, Kak UMIEPaTop MNEePEBOIJIOIAETCS B OTPOMHOIO YE€PHOTO
ApaKoHa, KaKuX 51 HUKOIJA B )KU3HU HE BUJEJIA.

Bcio mutonaap oramaer HeCTepHUMMO I'POMKHUE phIK. VIMmeparop pacrpaBisieT IMIaHTCKUe
KPbUIbsl, UyTh HE 33/1eBasi OHOIO U3 KHA3EH, U XJIONaeT UMH, NOIHUMAs 1IeJIoe MOpe NeCKa U IbUIH,
KOTOPBI TYT K€ CMEIIMBAETCS C JABIMOM.

51 ornsapiBatock U BUKY JInmaHy, KoTopast Tenepb CTOMT FopJIo MOJHSB I'OJIOBY U C BOCTOPIOM
1 000’KaHUEM IJIJUT Ha CBOETO UCTUHHOTO.

OrmentomnenHsli KasH ¢ GiaroroBeiiHpIM TperneToM CMOTPUT HAa UMIIEpaTopa U MPEKJIOHSET
kosieHo. OMH 3a APYTuM, KaXAblii KHA3b CIIE/lyeT ero MpuMepy, pu3HaBasi OecCliOpHOE BeJIMUue
cBoero umneparopa. CKOJIBKO U3 HHX, eIlle JOCTATOUYHO He CTaphlX JPAaKOHOB, B OOIIEM-TO MOJHBIX
’KU3HEEHHBIX CHJUI, CMOIJIM OBl ceifyac MOBTOPHUTH MOIOOHOE?

OrpoMHBIN YEpHBIN IPAKOH UCTUHHO MMIIEPATOPCKUX Pa3MEPOB C SPKO FOPSAILUMHU 3€IEHBIM
I71a3aMM OIJIS/IBIBAET BCEX M0 OYepeH, IOKa He OCTAaHABJIMBAET CBOW B3IVIA/L HA MOEM UCTUHHOM.

— Kasn Cangepc, — rpemMur roaoc UMIiepaTopa, — IoJouan KO MHE.

— Hacrano Bpemsi, AHHa, — 4YMTAIO 5 TI0 BOCTOp)KeHHOMY B3ty Kasna, Kotopeiit oH Opo-
CaeT Ha MeHs.

KasH MeanieHHO MoAXOoOUT K MMIIIEPATOpy, U3 HO3ApEll KOTOPOTro BBIPHIBAETCS I'YCTOW JIBIM.
OpnHa MIb TONBKO ero ronosa, Oosnbiie Kasna B 1Ba paza. §1 HMKOrga B )KU3HM He BHEIA UMIIEpa-
TOpa B (hOopMe JIpaKkoOHA Mpex]e, U Ternepb MeHs NOMPOCTY OLIETOMJISAET STOT TPUILIATUMETPOBBIN,
eIMHCTBEHHbII B CBOEM POJiE, HACKOJIBKO MHE MU3BECTHO, APAKOH.

Sl Bcerma meurtana yBUAETh €r0, Jaxke He Ha/esACh, YTO KOINAa-TO MHE MOCYACTIIMBUTCS CTaTh
CBUZAETEIbHULIEH TOTO Uy/a, U BOT TOT JIeHb HACTaJl.

Korzma mmmneparop OTKpBIBaeT JpakoHBIO MacTh, YTOOBI TOBOPUTH, 1 BUXKY, KaKk B INIyOWHE,
SIPKUM OPAHKEBBIM CBETOM CJIOBHO OBl TOPUT YTOJIb, HATHETAEMBI THICSUEH KY3HEUHBIX MEXOB.

B rosnose mesbkaeT 4yI0BUIIHAS MbIC/Ib, YTO OJHO HEJIOBKOE JIBUKEHUE MOXKET CTOUTh MOEMY
WCTMHHOMY KM3HH U s JIeJIal0 CMeJIbIi IIar Briepe], repedapbiBasi YyIOBUIIHBINA CTPax, KOTOPHIA
B/IPYT Hayajl pa3roparbcsi BHYTPU MEHsI. DTO MOM CTpax, WM CTPaX MOEro Oy/ayIlero HacjaeHuKa?
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Brpyr nmrieparop moBopaynBaeT rojioBy KO MHE U €ro 3eJIeHble 71432 MBITIIMBO CMOTPST B MOMU.

— ToI uTO )€, Oomibes, feBouka? He crout, s He MOry MPUYMHUTH OO MaTepH, WX OTILY
CBOEro OyIyIIero HacjaeTHHKA.

OT npIxaHus ApakoHa MeHs1 0O1aeT BOJIHOM HeCTepnuMOro kapa. Kakas e uyynoBuIiHasI cuiia
CKpBITa BHYTpH Hero. Takoe JpIXxaHue MOXET MpeBpaliaTh KAMHH B BOLLY 1 MOMEHTAJIbHO UCTIApATh
ee, OCTaBJISAS TONBKO MbUTb.

Her. 4 He 6010ck. 51 3HaI0 CBOETO MMITEPATOPA.

CJOBHO MTPOYUTAB MOM MBICJIH, OH Y/IOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBAET.

— Tol XOpomas 1eBouka. f 3Haio, 4To cenan MpaBIIbHBIN BHIOOD.

On nepeBonut B3I Ha KasHa:

— A BOT TeOe, MOH I0HBII JPaKOH, eIlle TOJIBKO MPEICTOUT MPOUTH MyTh, KOTOPBII MPEBPAaTUT
TBOE CEep/IIe B 30JI0TO, KaK cepiile TBOeld NCTUHHOW. U 3TOT myTh Oy/eT TSKeIbIM.

O yem on ropoput? Heyxenu oH... Heyxenu on npopuniaer?

— 4 roToB npoiTH JI0OOH My Th, JIUIH Obl CTATh JOCTOMHBIM 3aHUMATh Ballle MECTO, — CMeJI0
ropoput KasH.

— MHe HpaBUTCSI TBOE pPBEHHE, IOHBIN JPAKOH, M S paj, YTO THI ellle He 3Haelllb, uTo Tebe
MIPE/ICTOUT.

— 41 ne oOmany Barie noBepue, umneparop! — kpuuut Kasn, — s Oyny XpaHuTh TaiiHy, B
KOTOPYIO BbI MEHsI ITOCBSITUTE, M MOW HACJIETHUK CTaHET BalllUM HaclieMHUKOM. f obermato Bam!

— V MeHs HeT COMHEHUI B TOM, IMEHHO MO3TOMY sI BHIOpaT TeOsl.

— 4 rotoB!

— Ho raiina He Oyner coobieHa tede, Kasn Canzepe. S HuKoraa u He codupacs cooOmarb
ee Teode.

— Ho BbI e roBopuid. .. Bbl uTO ke, Mmoydaercsi, peliif Ha3HAYUT JPYroro HacJaeaHuKa?

— Her, — roBoput ummneparop, — TaitHa OyJeT cooOIeHa TOIbKO TBOEH UCTUHHOM. TombKo
OHa YBUAMT MecTo Moel rudenu. Tombko oHa OylneT CBUAETEIbHHIIEH TOro, Kak s YAy B 3eMIIIO.
ToJIbKO OHa COXPAHWT 3Ty TAlHy W MPOHECEeT Yepe3 BpeMsi, OKa He HACTAHeT Yac OTKOIATh MOIO
Yeuylo.

JIpaKkoH BBITATUBAET MCHOIMHCKYIO JIAIly, U KACAeTCsl OTPOMHBIMU KOTTSIMU 3€MJIU BO3JIE MOUX
HOT.

— Tol moneTunIbs CO MHOM, OUTS, MIOJIETUIIL B MOH ITOCJIEAHUN MOJIET.
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Kasu

EnBa s ciplnty cioBa uMIieparopa, BHyTPH MEHs BCe XOJIOfIeeT.

AHHa, NOJHSB rOJIOBY BBEPX, CMEJIO 3aIVIs/IbIBAET B I71a3a MCIIOJIMHCKOIO JpaKOHa-UMIIepaTopa.
JKapkwii BO3IyX, BBIPBIBAIOIIHUICS U3 €r0 MacTH, KOrJa OH FOBOPHT, CIIOBHO Obl HE MPUYMHSET i
Bpena. Ho g 3Hal0, KakoBO AO/KHO OBITh HE3AIMIIIEHHOMY YeJIOBEKY OT TaKOTO jKapa.

Kak xe xopol1o oHa JiepKXuTcs, Kak KpacuBa OHa B 3Ty MuUHYTY. Ho cyas mo ee sy, oHa
COBCEM He TPEeJCTABIISET, UTO ee KIET. ITO HaJI0 OCTAHOBUTH HeMeuieHHo! Mimmepartop obesymen!

Bce uaer He Tak, Kax s J1aHUPOBAJI, TOTO HeJlb35 JonycTUTh. Eciin AHHa ceiffuac oTnpaBUTCA
C IMIEpPaTOPOM, OHA TOYHO MOTUOHET. Belb B Hell HET CUJIbl HACJIeJHUKA, a 3HAUUT, OHA HE CMOXET
MePEKUTh TO, YTO €l IIPE/ICTOUT.

— Her! — BbIpbIBaeTCS y MEHS HEBOJIBHBIN BO3IJIAC.

— Her? — cnpammBaet umnepaTop, nepeBois B3MJIAA ¢ MO UCTUHHOM Ha MeHs. — Y Te0s
€CTh KaKHMe-TO BO3PaXKEeHUs1, IOHbII APaKOH?

— Tlo3BonbTEe MHE OTNPAaBUTHCA C BaMHU, — CTapasCh JEpKaTh roloc KaK MOXHO POBHEE,
IpoLLY 51 UMIIEPATOpa.

— Yero Tl 60MIIbCA? — CHPAILUBAET OH, OJO3PUTEIBHO MPUILLYPUBASCh.

— 4... DTO ciIMIIKOM OMacHO, HA KOHY CTOUT CJIMIIIKOM MHOI'O€, MOBEJIUTENb, YTO €CJIM OHA
He HalieT 0OpaTHyIo Jopory?

— Tbl He BepuIlb B HAIIIETo Oora? — CHpaimrBaeT UMIeparop. — Pa3Be Tl He 3Haelllb, Kakon
IIPUHAT NOPAJOK HacleioBaHusA ! Pa3Be He uMTas Thl B JIeToNUCAX, Kak Japuan ynec Canapy v rnoka-
3a)1 ei Jemryo? OHa cripaBUjIach M aja 3TOMy MUpPY Moero npazena. Tak ke 1Bos ucrunHas. OnHa
COBEPIINT ITOT MOJIBUT U BEPHETCS Hecs B ceOe He TOJIBKO HACIEJHUKA, HO M 3HAHHE.

4l ornspIBaloCk MO CTOPOHAM M B JIMIIO MHE OpOcaeTcs IOBOJIbHAS YXMbLIKa KHs3s1 Casemca.
Omn, cTOs B OIMHOYECTBE, NTOOANb OT BCEX, KAKETCSA COBEPLIEHHO CYACTIIMBBIM.

CruckuBaio 3yObl M OTBEYAIO TaK, YTOOBl HUKTO HE 3aMOgO3puil, Kakast Oyps ceidac Oymryer
B MOE Jylie:

— 41 gty Hamero Oora Oosblile, YeM KTO-IM00, Kak U Mos cynpyra. Ho kak Myx U Kak oTel
OyayIIero HacleJHUKaA 51 OECIIOKOICh O OE30MacHOCTH. . .

— bBor XpaHUT TBOIO MCTHHHYIO, OH TOJAPHJI €l 9yl0 — TBOEro OyAyIIero HacjeIHWKa U
OyyIiero HacjaeHUKa Bceil uMriepuu. TBOsI HCTUHHASL CMOXKET MPEOJOJIETh BCE M BEPHETCS LIEION
u HeBpeauMol. Eciu ke Her, To HacjeHWK OyleT BHIOpaH COBETOM KHs3ed. TakoBa Most BOJIS U
TaKoBa BOJISI HAILIEroO Oora.

— Ho...

— He cnopb, — B rosnoce uMrneparopa Ha 3TOT pa3 3BYYUT HETEPIIEHUE U YCTAIOCTh. — Y
MeHs Majio BpeMeHH, Kasu. [Tomporiaiics ¢ cynpyroit 1 MOIUCh, YTOObI BCE MPOIILIO OIAroroayqHo.

Her.

ITOro He MOXeT MPOU30UTH. JloJKeH ObITh KAKOKM-TO BHIXOM. BoJTHA cTpalHOro 6ecroKoicTBa,
HEBHUJIAHHOTO JI0 9TOTO MOMEHTA 32 BCIO MOIO *U3Hb, IIPOKATHIBAETCS B MOei jayiie. S cMoTpio Ha
CBOIO XPYIIKYI0 UCTUHHYIO U Tellepb MO-HACTOSIIIIEMY OCO3HAIO, UTO MOTy OTepsiTh ee. Heyxenu To,
YTO $ 3aTesul ObUIO YYJOBHIITHOM OIIMOKOM, KOTOpast Terieph YObET MOIO JTIOOUMYI0?

OHna He 3HaeT, YTO el MPEJICTOUT U CIIOKOMHO KJET TOW MUHYTHI, KOrja eil OyneT mo3BoJIeHO
B30MTH Ha CIIMHY OrPOMHOro JpakoHa. benHas mosi AHHa. Heyxkenu oHa CrMHET B ropax, HaBeKd
MOXOPOHUB TallHY MECTOHAXOXKJEHUSI UMIIEPATOPCKON Yenryu?

T'ocrionu, uto A Hanmeaan?
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S mopxoxy K AHHe, U 3aKJI04aio ee B 00baTHs. HecMOTpst Ha To, YTO BHEIIIHE OHA CIIOKOIHA,
s1 9yBCTBYIO ee Jipokb. OHa OOHMMAaeT MeHsI B OTBET, HO CJIIOBHO Obl HEXOTsI, Kak OyJTO B ee pyKax
HET CHJIbl, UJI OHA MOIPOCTY HE XOYeT OOHATh MEHS. ..

— IIpoctn, — menvy s eil Ha yX0, — 51 He 3HaJI, YTO BCE TaK OOEPHETCH.

— He ©Goiics 3a MeHs1, Ka9H, — 51 BEPHYCh.

OT 31X CJI0B AHHBI 1 YYBCTBYIO TaKkyl0 HEXHOCTb K CBOEH MCTMHHOM, YTO OCTPOE 4yBCTBO
BUHBI TIPOH3AET MEHs HeCTEPITUMOi 00JIbIo MpsiMo B ceprrie. OHa He MOHMMaeT, 4To ee xaer. OHa
HE TIOHMMAET, YTO TOJIBKO CHJIa JIpakoHa MorJia Obl criactu ee. Kakast oHa XpaOpasi, Kakasi CUiIbHast
B 3Ty MUHYTY.

U teneps 51 Tepstio ee. Her, vert, HeT. [lomkeH ObITh KAKOM-TO BBIXO].

Ho Bbixona Her.

UyBCTBYI0, KaKk OHA OTCTPAHSETCS U 3aryIsIbIBacT MHE B IV1a3a. B HUX nonbixaeT yBEpeHHOCTb
U CIIOKOICTBUE, KOTOPOU 51 HUKOI/Ia He Bue paHblie. Heyxenu ee Bepa tak cuiibHa? OTKyda B HeW
310?

— 41 coBepim OMMOKY, TOBOPIO 51 €1 U LIENYI0 ee PYKY.

— Bce 4ro cnenano, yxe ucropusi, Kasn, Hu4uero He BEpHyTh, — FOBOPUT OHA OTCTPAHEHHO.

— $I ckaxy emy TipaBJy, s CKaxy, 4TO HACJIE/IHUKA HET, HeJIb3sl JOMYCTUTh, YTOOBI ThI ITOJIETENA
C HUM, — TOBOPIO 51 OTYASTHHO, TIBITASICh IEPEK pUIaTh IOTHABIIUIICS IPOCTHBIN BETEp, OpOCAIOLHIA
MHE B JIMIIO YePHBII MECOK.

MeHs y:ke He BOJIHYET, YTO 3TH CJIOBA MOTYT YC/IBILIATh Jpyrue. besyMHoe oTuasiHue OXBaThl-
BaeT MOE Cep/lle U YeM OOJbIlie s CMOTPIO B IJla3a AHHE, TeM CTpalllHee MHE CTAHOBUTCSI.

Omna npuOImKaeTcss KO MHe | LieJTyeT MeHsI B TyObI.

— T 370 BHIOpas, KasH, Teneps Tebe ocTaeTcst TOIBKO MOJIUTHCS.

OHa oTmyckaeT MO0 pyKy U CMeJIO UAET K uMrieparopy. 51 BuKy, Kak ee Iiarbe pa3BeBaeTcs
Ha BETpY, U MHE Mepeularcs IOXOPOHHbIE iiary.

Lensiscy 3a BBICTYIB Ha TOJCTABIEHHOW WCIOIMHCKOH Jare, OHA yBEpEeHHO KapaOKaeTcs
BBEpX I10 TeJly JPaKOHa.

§1 3aKkpeIBalO I71a3a U MaJalo Ha KOJIEHU.

Sl coBepim OIMIMOKY, s TOTEPSLT BCE.

Crpliry, Kak OrpOMHBIE KPbUIbSl HAUMHAIOT XJIONATh M MOAHMMAIO JMLO BBepX. KpomeuHas
(purypka moeit AHHBI BUJJHEETCSI TIe-TO 3a TOJI0BOU uMIieparopa. S He Mory pasmisIeTh ee JIMIIA. . .

Tosnbko Obl yBUAETH ee nuiio. [oxkanyiicra. ..

41 BcTalo Ha HOTM M HAYMHAIO HaOupath cuiy. [lneBath Ha Bee, s mosiedy 3a HUMU. Sl He Mory
JOMYCTUTh, YTOOBI OHA TIOTUOIA.

W TyT 51 4yBCTBYIO UBIO-TO PYKYy Ha CBOEM ILJI€YE.

— Ycnokoiitech, KHS3b, — CJIBIITY 1 Tojioc Taiijena, — BaM He Mo3BOJAT B3JeTeTh. [1ycTh
BCE UJIET CBOUM YEpEIOM.

SI mpITaloCh CKUHYTD €0 PYKY, HO CJIEAYIOLIME €ro CJIOBA MEHSI OCTaHABIIUBAIOT.

— Eciu BbI 3710 crienaere, KHA3bsA yHUUTOKAT Bac. OHU TOJNBKO U KIYT 3TOTO.

41 B y)kace cMOTpIO Ha TO, KaK UCIIOJIMHCKUI IPaKOH-UMITEPATOP YHOCUT MOIO UCTUHHYIO, B3Ma-
XMBasi KPbUIbsIMH, BCE BbIILIE U Bhllle. Ero 4yepHoe Teno cMEIMBaeTcsi C IyCThIM YEPHBIM JIBIMOM,
3aBOJIAKMBAIOIINM Bce He0O. M B 3Ty MUHYTY OITyHIMTEbHBIN PeB TPYO pa3phIBaeT MPOCTPAHCTBO.

Ecnu 51 4to-TO M MOT clienarh, TO TeNeph YKe MO3/IHO.

TpyObl CTUXAIOT U THIIIMHA, KOTOPasi HACTYIAET 3a THM, OIJTYILIUTEILHO 3BYYUT B MOEH roJIoBe,
Kak 0e3MOoJIBIe HEyMOJIMMOTO POKa.

UYro s nagenan?

— He nepexuBaiite Bbl Tak, KHS3b, —CJIbIIIY 51 HAPOUUTO criaikuii rosoc Canemca, — s yBe-
PEH, Ballla ICTUHHAsI CKOPO BEpHETCS, BE/Ib OHA HOCUT HACJIETHUKA 0] CEPILIEM, OH ITPUJACT € CUII
1 He 1act noruOHyTh. He Tak nu, apxumaructp Taitnen?
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AHHa

Sl uyBCTBYI0, Kak OCTpbI€ Kpasl Yelllyd Ha Tesle UMIIepaTopa PexyT MOU PYKH, OCTaBJsAs [IIy-
OoKue nopesbl, HO He oOpala BHUMaHus. Bee 0 yeM 51 fymaio — 3T0 KapaOKaTbCsl BBEPX, HE OIJIsA-
AbIBAsICh, HE 3a€PKMUBast MBICJIb HA TOM, YTO OCTABJISIIO MTO3a/IH.

JIpIM pa3zbesaeT MoM I71a3a, U3 KOTOPBIX CaMU COOOM KaTsTCs Cle3bl, U sl He BUXKY, a CKopee
YyBCTBYIO, KyJJa MHE HY)KHO KapaOKaThCsl, OTKYIa-TO TOYHO 3Hasl, Ky[a MOCTaBUTh PYKY, WM HOTY B
CJEYIOIIMI MOMEHT, YTOOBl HE COPBAThCS BHU3.

Jla momoskeT MHe 6or-apakoH. Jla MOMOKeT MHe MOI HAC/IeIHUK.

MolHoe ApIxaHhe MCTIOIMHCKOIO JIPAaKOHA OLIYINAETCs MO MOMMH MaJlbllaMM, CJIOBHO cama
3eMJIsl JPOKUT, TIPeBKYIIasi HeM30ekKHYI0 KatacTpody. S 4yBCTBYIO, Kak JIECATKH TIJia3 0OpaIeHbl
ceifyac Ha MeHs1. B ToM ymciie ria3a Moero uctuHHoro. OH yBepeH, 4To s MoruOHy. f Buaena B ero
B3IVIS1/IE TOT CaMblid yKac, ¢ KOTOPBIM CMOTPAT Ha TOr0, KOMY CyJI€HO NOruOHyTh. Takoi B3I He
CIIyTaTh HU € 4eM. YTO OH 4yBCTBYET C
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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