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AHHOTaAIUSA

— 3a Tpu roga TH HE CMOINIA 3a4aTh HaclemHWKa. YTo XK, s
npuHsu1 mepel, — Ho s... — He xouy nuuero cisimath, — Kasn
JenaeT HeOPeKHBIH JKECT, OCTAHABIIMBAS TOTOK CJIOB, TOTOBBIX CJIETETh
C MOMX YCT. — BpIiiy W 3aKpo¥ [BEpbh, CKBO3HSK, — BJIACTHBIM
roJIocoM OpocaeT JIpakoH. 1 4yBCTBYIO TOJNBKO, KaK MO INeKaM TeKyT
clie3bl. DTOro He MOXKeET OBbITh, TOJbKO He Mol KasH. TTouemy oH Tak
KECTOK cO MHOU? OmycKalo rojIoBy, YTOObI HE BUAETh OOHAKEHHBIX
JeBUI], CTOSIIIIUX TIEPEl MOMUM KHSI3eM U MY K BBIXOY, YyBCTBYS, UTO
€CJIM OCTAHOBJIIOCh, OOJIbIIIE HE CMOTY C/eNaTh HU Iara. — AHHa!
S ¢ HajgexIol MOBOpAYMBAIOCh W CMOTPIO B €r0 OTHEHHbIE IJ1a3a.
— IlpuBenu ceGs B OPATOK, CErOIHS CTAPUK YCTPAMBAECT yXKUH U
XOUeT BUIIETh BCEX KHs3eH C XeHaMu. Sl MOKOPHO KMBAIO M BBIXOXKY.
[NpuknagsiBao pyku B KUBOTY U miermuy: — OH He y3HaeT o Tele.
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[TpocHyBIIMCH, MPUBBIYHO TPOralo MOCTeNb. XonoaHast, Kass,
MOXO3Ke, BCTaJl yKe JABHO.

Kytatoch B ofesiio, Bcrapath He xouercsl. be3 moero kHsss
MHE Bcerja X0JIOAHO, TOJIbKO OH MOXKET COIPeTh MEHsI B OOBSITH-
sIX CBOUM JPAKOHBUM TETLIOM.

Hocammso B3apixawo. Bee yanie s npocsinaock, U paaoM HET
ero.

OH cHOBa He cKa3aJ MHe, YTO YUJIET PaHo.

N30 Bcex cuil TOHIO HETIPOILIEHHBIE TPEBOKHbBIE MBICIIH.

Mmae kaxertcs, uto Kass xononeH co MHOH B TIOC/IE/IHEE Bpe-
MsI, HO 51 HE Pelaich 3aTOBOPUTH C HUM 00 9TOM, CTpaIach Bbl-
3BaTh €ro rHeB.

C TpeBoroi BCIOMUHAIO CJIOBA JKpelia, OH BCe BpeMs TBEPIUT,
YTO TOJIBKO COEIMHEHHE WCTHHHO JIIOOSIIUX Ccepiel] CIIOCOOHO
MOJAPUTh MUPY HOBOT'O APAKOHA

Ho pasBe HegocratouHo MeTku uctuHHoctr? Heyxenu atoro
Maio?

EnBa mogHsBIIMCh UM He HajeBas OOyBH, sl WAy B MOJIENb-
HyI0 KoMHary. [lonupoBaHHBI KaMEHb XOJOAUT MOU HOTH, HO f1
3Hal0, YTO TaK Hajo. [IpakoHuil OOr He JTIOOUT HEKEHOK.

EnBa yBujieB MeHsl, Kpell BCTaeT C KOJIEH U TPUBETCTBYET Me-
HSI MOJTYaJIMBBIM ITOKJIOHOM.

OH ozeT B HEM3MEHHYIO CEPYIO PSCY, KOHTPACTUPYIOIIYIO C



€ro TEMHOU KOKeH, U JIUIIO er0, MOKPHITOE IIPaMaMH OT OKOTOB,
Ka)KeTCsl MHE CerofHsI OCOOEHHO CypoBBIM. Bripouem, BecenbiM
OH TOXe HUKorJa He ObiBaeT. CTy)KUTeNIM IPAaKOHbEro Oora Bce-
I/1a HOCSAIT Ha ce0e revaTh OTCTPAHEHHOCTH OT MUpA.

$1 Ob1 HaBEpHOE TOKE HE OYCHDB PaZIoBaJIaCh, €CJIM ObI MOE TEJIO
C JIETCTBA 3aKAJISJIM OTHEM.

— 3apaBcTByiiTe, BUKTOP, — THXOHBKO TOBOPIO 51 U BCTAlO
Ha KOJICHU Tepe]] BEYHO rOpsIUM N300pakeHrueM MepBoro Jipa-
KOHA.

Kaxpi1 pa3 nocsie MOJIMTBBI IVIa3a MOM NosHbI cnie3. Ho npa-
KOHUI 60T MO0 HE BUIUT UX, MO0 OHU HEJIOCTATOUHO COJIOHBI
UISI HETO.

— HyxHo HagesTbcs, HY)KHO BEPUTH, IPAKOH MUJIOCTUB, —
CYXO TOBOPUT KpeLl, BUJsl MOU CJIE3bI.

A 4TO ellle OH MOXET cKa3aTb?

— JIpakoH MUJIOCTUB, HO, TIOXOXE, €r0 MUJIOCTH S TOKa He
3aCIyKujia, — C TOPEYbIo TOBOPIO 5.

— B uHble BpemeHa KeHbl kJJaJli CBOEro yaca U AecATh JIET,
U Jlaxe Oosee, — CIHOKOMHO MOJIBUT Kpell.

— Kak s y3Hato, yro 6epeMeHHa? — B THICSITYHBIN pa3 cIipa-
IIUBAIO S €ro.

OH B3AbIXa€T M MPOU3HOCUT CJIOBA, KaK 3ay4eHHYI0 (popMyJ1y.

— Tl mouyBCTBYEIIb BIM, TIOYYBCTBYEIIL XKap U OTOHb, ThI
YCIIBIIIUIIB 30B CBOETO €lle He pOIMBIIIErocsi OTIpbicka. Thl mo-
JyBCTBYEIllb CUJTY, KOTOpasi He JOCTYITHA MPOCTHIM CMEPTHBIM.
Tsl mMOUyBCTBYeEIIb CEpAIIe APaKOHA B cede.



4 B3gpIxao 1 Berao ¢ KoseH. CKOJMBKO pa3 g yXke Cllbllaia
9THU CJIOBA U CKOJIBKO Pa3 TIIETHO MPUCITYIIUBAJIACH K cebe B IM0-
MCKaX 3TOr0 caMoro 4yBCTBa. B utore, Bceraa oiHO JUIIIb Pa3o-
YapoBaHUe. ..

BepHyBImch B criaJibHIO, HAKOHEIT MO3BOJISII0 ce0e OJIEThCHI.
3amepaie najblbl HE CIYIIAITCA W 3aCTErMBAHME ITyTOBUI
npeBpaniaercs B 1iesioe UcrbiTaHue. S He o000, YTOObI CIIyTH
MIOMOTaJId MHE OfIEBAThCS, KAK JPYTUM BBICOKOPOIAHBIM JAMaM.
Korga MHe momoraiot oieBaThCsi APyrue, s IyBCTBYIO cedst Oec-
MIOMOIITHBIM peOeHKOM. I TOYHO yBepeHa, UTo ipakoHbeMy 00Ty
HE HPAaBATCS TAKUE JKEHBI, U OH HE JapyeT UM JeTel.

W B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJja s MMOJX0XKY K OKHY, YTOObI B3[JISIHYTh
Ha BEJIMYECTBEHHBIN FTOPHBIN MEN3aK, OTKPHIBAIOIIUIICS U3 MOEH
CHaJIbHU, s YyBCTBYIO 3TO.

Sl cMOTpIO Ha CBOM PYKH, KOTOPBIE TOJBKO UTO TPOXKAIU OT
XO0JIOZA, U OLLYIIAI0, KAK CKBO3b HUX ITPOXOAUT BOJIHA BHYTPEH-
HEro Teruia.

[Ipukacaioch K )KHMBOTY U OIIYIIAI0, CJIOBHO TOHKAasl HUTh SIp-
KO TOpsIIIIero CBeTa MpOHU3bIBaeT Bce Moe Telo. OHa MmocTeneH-
HO paclIMpsieTcs1 U MHOKUT CBOM OTBETBJIEHHU . DTO TPOUCXOAUT
CTPEMUTENIBHO, KaK JIECHOW MOXkap, 3a0/IHsIs BCE MOE TeJlO.

$1 MTHOBEHHO MOHMMAIO, YTO 3TO TAKOE.

3TO He MOKET ObITh HUYEM JIPYTUM.

Ceepmmiocs! Hakonen-to!

VY Moero kHs3s OyIeT HACIeTHUK !
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Sl uyBCTBYIO, TETIEPh S YYBCTBYIO €r0 CEP/LIE, OHO ObETCS POB-
HO U YBEPEHHO BHYTPHY MEHS1, C KaXKI0U CEKYH 101 HAIIOJIHSIS MOe
TEJIO TOPSYMM CBETOM.

Teneps s moHMMaI0, 0 YeM roBOprJI BUKTOP, 3TO HENb34 CITy-
TaTh HU C YEM.

Briberato u3 cnianibHu U O€ry 1Mo KOpUA0pam, OTKPhIBasi OHY
JBEPH 3a JAPYTroi, YTOOBI KaK MOXKHO ObIcTpee cooonmTth KasHy
CYACT/IMBYIO HOBOCTb.

B xabunete ero Het. B cTonoBoii Toxe.

— I'1e KHA3b? — crnpammBal S JEBOUYKY, CIEIIAITYIO KyAa-TO
C MIOTHOCOM.

OHa uCIyraHHO CMOTPUT Ha MEH$1 U TOBOPUT:

— Kaxercs, OH Ha BTOpOM 3Taxe, B 3ajie ayJUeHLIMMI, HO TyJa
HE BEJICHO BXOJUTb.

S Gery Ha BTOpOH 3Tak, eBa He cOMBAs C HOT WAYIIUX IO
JiecTHULIe cIyr. MHe Bce paBHO, UTO OHU MTOAYMAIOT.

— Ilpocrute, HO Tyna Heb3sl, — KPUUUT MHE KTO-TO BCJIE,
HO s He 0Opailan BHUMAaHHUS.

— Kaen! — 30By 51 1 pacniaxuBaio 1Bepb 3aJ1a 1)1 ayIMEHIIUH,
— TbI HE TTOBEPUIIIb. ..

4 3acThiBato Ha Mecte. C10Ba, KOTOpbIE S XOTesa CKa3arh, 3a-
CTpPEBaIoT B TOpIie.

Jlenaio HECKOJBKO IIaroB M OCTaHABIIMBAIOCH, KAK MOAOUTAS



NTULIA.

Mot My, KHA3b CaHIepC CTOUT KO MHE CIIMHOM, A ITepe] HUM
BBICTPOEHBI TPH OOHAKEHHbBIE JICBUIIBI, OTHY U3 KOTOPBIX OH IIe-
JyeT B ryObl. B3rsig Moil 3aMupaeT Ha TOHKMX pyKax, OfiHa U3
KOTOPBIX OOBUBAET €r0 MMUPOKYI0 MYCKYJIHMCTYIO CITUHY, a Ipyrasi
MO PY>KaeTCsl B €r0 I'YCThIE BBIOLIMECS BOJIOCHI.

S mpuUKpBIBaIO POT PYKOH, YTOOBI HE 3aKpUYaTh OT MPOH3UB-
11efl MeHst OoJu.

— AHHa, — pa3gpaxeHHO TOBOPUT KasH, OTphIBASICh OT Je-
BUIIbI, U TIOBOPAYMBAETCSI KO MHE, — pa3Be CJIyTM HE CKa3alu
TeOe, YTO BXOIUThH CIoJa 3arperieHo?

— KasH, g He nonnmar. Kto oHn? — s nelTaloCh rOBOPUT,
HO W30 PTa BBIPHIBAETCS TOJIBKO CAABJIEHHBIN X PHUIL.

KHs3p nogxoaut ko MHe, HaJeBas XauaT, s MEJIbKOM BUKY
CBUETELCTBO €ro BO30YKACHHS U BCXJIUTBIBAIO.

— 3a Tpu roza Thl HE CMOIJIa 3a4aTh HACJeIHUKA. YTO XK, A
MIPUHSIT MEPBI.

— Ho 4...

— He xouy nuyero cisimiath, — Kasn npukiiaapiBaeT najery
K MOMM ry0am, OCTaHaBJIMBasl MOTOK CJIOB, TOTOBBIX CIETETh C
MOUX YCT.

OH cTupaet OONBIIMM MaJbIeM CJIe3y C MOEH IIEeKH.

— Kak b1 Tak Mosxelis? Benp s ke TBOSI UICTUHHASI, — CJIaB-
JIEHHO TOBOPIO 1, YyBCTBYS, KaK CEp/LIe MO€ MOTpyKaeTcs B ITy-
CTOTY 4YepHee camoir TeMHOM HOuYH. Bosib, CJIOBHO JIMKas KOIIIKA,
PBET MEHsI OCTPbIMH KOI'TSIMH, a 5 TOJIbKO U MOT'Y, YTO CMOTPETh



B €ro ropsilire OrHEHHBIM CBETOM IJia3a. [71a3a qpakoHa, KOTO-
pbie, KaK s Aymaia, TOPAT TOJIBKO JIJIST MEHSI.

— INoyeMy THI TaK kECTOK? — TOBOPIO 5 THXO.

— Briiiau v 3aKpoii BEpb, CKBO3HSIK, HE BUIMIIIb, JICBYIIIKAM
XOJIOJTHO, — BJIACTHBIM TOJIOCOM OpOcaeT APAKOH, — MbI [IOIr0-
BOPHM C TOOO# Mo3xe, AHHA.

Moe Teio mepecraeTr 4To-aM00 OIIyIaTh, KpoMe 00U U Ty-
CTOTBI, pa3pacTAIOLIECHCs] BHYTPU MEHsI, KaK YePHUIBHOE TSTHO.

IT1Oro He MOXeET OBITh, TOJBKO He Mol KasH. Benp oH ke mio-
out meHs. Ecii Obl OH He 100U MeHsI, sl He Morjia Obl 3a4aTh
JpaKoHa.

Omnyckaro rojioBy, YTOObl HE BUJIETh OOHAKEHHBIX JICBHII, CTO-
SIIUX TIepe]] MOUM JIOPIIOM U MY K BBIXOY, YYBCTBYSI, UTO €CIIU
OCTAHOBJIIOCh, OOJIBIIIE HE CMOTY CJIeJIaTh HY IIIara.

— AHHa! — OKJIMKAaeT OH MeH4.

1 ¢ Haje 10 OBOPAYMBAIOCh M CMOTPIO B €0 O'HEHHBIE IJ1a-
3a.

— TlpuBenu cedst B MOPSAIOK, CETrOMHSI CTAPUK YCTpaUBaeT
YXKHUH ¥ XO4eT BUJETh BCEX JIOPIOB C KEHAMHU.

— Jla, MO KH$I3b, — KWBAKO W BHIXOXKY M3 KOMHATBI.

[MpukJaapiBao pyKH B )KUBOTY U TOBOPIO MIETIOTOM, OOpaliia-
SICh K CBOEMY Oy/IyIIeMy ChIHY:

— OH He y3Haer o Te0e.
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Tenepb Mos1 KU3Hb pazaeseHa Ha "mo" u "mocne". Mo# npa-
KOH Ipe/iajl MeHsl.

DTa MBIC/Ib HE YKJaabiBaeTcsi B co3HaHuu. CIIOBHO CTeHa,
MOIIHAsI ¥ KperKasl CTeHa, 3a KOTOPOM 5 IpsITajach OT JKEeCTO-
KOro 1 6e3XaJI0CTHOrO MUpa, Terepb pa3pyllieHa, 1 3a Hel BoeT
BETep, MPOHU3BIBAS IO CAMBIX KOCTEN MOE XPYITIKOE TeJO.

Croio BO3Je JBEpU U HE MOTY CHEpXkaTh CJIEe3bl, KaTAIIMECs
U3 ra3. B royoBe ormymmresHO TPOMKO MyJIbCUPYET KPOBb. S
XBaTalOCh PyKaMH 3a BUCKU M CICPKUBAI0 OOJIE3HEHHYIO IPOXKb,
BOJIHAMM MPOKATHIBAIOIIYIOCS TIO TelTy.

Crplily HA3KHM TOJI0C MOETO KHs3$1, MPUIIYIIEHHBIA TUIOT-
HBIMU JIBEPbMH, U CJICIOM 32 3TUM, 3aJIMBUCTHIN IEBUUMIA CMEX.
Heyxenu oHu ere cMeloTcst HaJilo MHOW?

Bboxe, Kak e CTBIIHO.

KasHn, mouemy *e Thl Tak KECTOK?

Kak Bcs Ku3Hb, TIOHATHAS] M pa3MepeHHasl )KU3Hb, KOTOpast
TOJIBKO CErofHsI YTPOoM Obla Tak Oe3MsATEeKHa, MOXKET pas3py-
IIATHCS B OOUH MOMEHT?

[motaio cnessl U ¢ ycuireM JIealo 1ar mpoyb OT JBEpeu, 3a
KOTOPHIMUA MOU UCTUHHBINA pa3BJIeKaeTCsl Cpa3y C TpeMs JEBYIII-
KaMH.

Borbiie Bcero Ha cBeTe MHE XOUeTCsl, YTOOBI OH pacraxHyl
ceifyac IBepy ¥ OKJIMKHYJI MEHsI, YTOOBI CKa3asl KaKKe-TO CJIOBa,



KOTOpBbIE BCE OOBSCHST, BCE YIAAT, YCIIOKOSAT MEHSI.

Kakas rmynas, abcypaHast u Hesnernast MbICib. [leTckoe xena-
HME 3aKPHITh I71a3a M CIIeNIaTh BUJI, YTO HUYETO He ObLIO.

Ho Benp oo 6bu10. Bbuto 1 ecthb ceityac. B ronose Benblika-
MU BO3HUKAIOT HETIPOIIIEHHbIE KAPTUHBI.

JleBUYbM PyKU 3apbIBAIOTCS B TSKEJIbIE BOJIOCH! HA T'OJIOBE MO-
€ro KHs34l.

Ero B3rmisi, NoMHBIA BIacTHOTO npe3peHusi. Briepsble s BU-
JieJla TaKOU B3IJISAI MOETO JpakoHa, OOpaleHHbIH Ko MHe. [laxke
OJIHO BOCTIOMHHAHKE 00 9TOM XJIEIIET MEHsI, CIOBHO KHYT, pas-
JMPAIOIIHI HEXXHYIO KOXKY, OCTaBJIsIsl KpOBaBbIe pPyOIIbl, He3aXKHU-
BalOIIME PaHbI HA Cep/lie.

4l MenIeHHO CcTymato 1o MSITKOMY KOBpY, He pa3oupasi 1opo-
'Y, CJIyTY OTXOASAT NMOAAJIbIIE, €Ba YBUIEB MEHS.

B 3amke cTOJBKO JTIOfIEi, HO 51 3]1eCh COBEPILEHHO OfiHa. YTO
MHe JieJIaTh Ternepb?

Mosya yiT B CBOIO KOMHATY M CHJETh TaM B OJJMIHOUYECTBE,
0kMJasi, Korga NpuieT KHs3b, IPECHITUBIIUCH CBOMMHU JIEBUIIA-
mu?

Teneps Tak Oyner Bcerna? OH OyaeT pasBiieKaTbCsl, YTOJNSS
CBOM MOTPEeOHOCTH, a s Oy/1y TOKOPHO XJaTh €ro, MpUXOpaIiu-
BAsICh JIISI CBETCKHX MTPUEMOB, Ha KOTOPBIX OH OyZIeT XBacTaThCs
MOE€l KpacoTOH nepeji CBOMMH BbICOKOPOTHBIMU POJCTBEHHUKA-
mu?

[Tpoxonst MuMoO rajiepen, 6pocaio B3I HA KAPTHHBI IPAKO-
HOB. 3zaech orenl KasHa, nen KasHa, npanen, npanpajen u eme



JeCSITh IOKOJIEHUI ero MpeAKoB. S BUXKY B UX IJ1a3ax TO, YEro He
BUJIeNa paHbiie. Hacmemiky, mpe3putesbHO cxkaThbie ryObl, CJIOB-
HO ObI TOTOBSATCS CKa3aTh MHE KaKyI0-TO YHU3UTEJIbHYIO raI0CTb.
Yero s He Buzena panbiie? Heykenu oH HUKOra He JTI0OWIT Me-
Hs1? He Mory B 3TO OBEPUTb.

OTBOpauMBaOCh OT MOPTPETOB, U YYBCTBYIO, UTO BCE MOKOJIE-
HusA CaHJEepCOB CMEIOTCS MHE B CITUHY.

— HauBHas riynasi 1eBoYKa, — CJIOBHO Obl TOBOPSAT OHU, —
HEYKeJIM Thl [yMaJia, 4To KUBEIIb B BOJIIIEOHON CKa3Ke?

B xoMHaTe MeHS yke OXUAAIT MOMOITHUIE. HensMeHHbIe
MaTh M JO0YKa. YepHOBOJIOCHIe, HU3EHbKUE I0JKAHKH, MOXOXKUE
JPyT Ha Jpyra, Kak JBe Karuid BOJbI, C TOH JIUIIIb Pa3HMIICH, UTO
OJIHA, CTapIIie IPYTOu, JIET Ha JBA/IIIATh.

He cnipammvBast MeHs1, OHU yKe pa3JIoKHIIU OJICK/Y, YKpallie-
HUs, ¥ BCE, YTO HY)XHO JUIsl TOTO, YTOOBI TIPUTOTOBUTH MEHSI K
rpsayiieMy Beuepy u 6e33a00THO 1mebedyT 0 4eM-To. JLomKHO
OBITB, OOCYKIAIOT MEHS.

EnBa 51 BXOXKy, OHU 3aMOJIKAIOT, CJIOBHO IO KOMaH/IE.

— YT0 xe BBl 3aMOJTYaIIH, MTPOAOJIKANTE, — TOBOPIO 4.

— KHsaruns, He oOparaiTe BHUMaHUS, MBI O CBOEM, BPsIJI JTN
BaM OyJIeT 3TO UHTEPECHO, — TOBOPHUT C YJILIOKOH CTapiiasi, Kak
HU B YEM HU OBIBAJIO.

Sl MBITIMBO CMOTPIO €l B IJ1a3a, HO OHA CMEJIO BBIACPKUBAET
MOW B3IJIAI.

Kaxercs, oHM U ITpaB/ia HUYETrO HE 3HAIOT.



[MToka uro nHe 3HaOT. Ho oveHb ckopo Bce 371ech OymyT Mier-
TaThCs TIO YIJIaM, YTO KHSI3b M3MEHSIET JKeHe MPAKTUIECKH Y Hee
Ha Ia3axX. A CITyCTs elle Kakoe-TO BpeMsi 00 3TOM y3HAIOT Bce
TIpU JBOPE.

4 cruckuBaio 3yOsl. OT OTHO¥M MBICIIM O TOM, Kak 51 Oymy ceOst
JyBCTBOBATh, 3HAS, YTO BCE BOKPYI HACMEXAIOTCS HA/I0 MHOM,
cepiie HaunHaeT 00JIe3HEHHO HbITh.

— YT0-TO CIyunsioch? — cripaimuBaeT AmMaiivsi, — Bbl O4€Hb
OJIeTHBI, ¥ TJ1a3a TIOKPACHE]IH,,.

— IInoxo cnana, — roBOpIO 1 U Caxych NEpes TyaJeTHbIM
CTOJIMKOM, — $I BCs Ballla, MOXeTe NpucTynarh. KHs3b Benen
MOTOPOMNUTHCS.

[Toka OHM [ENAl0T MHE MPHYECKY, TMOAKPAIIMBAIT JIUAIO W
O/IEBAIOT, s CJIOBHO Obl BIAJai0 B OlICTICHEHHE, TIEPEeCTaB UyB-
CTBOBATh XOTh YTO-TO.

YepHoe OTUYasiHME MPOJIE3aeT B MOIO YNy, CJIOBHO THUXHIA
0e3KAIOCTHBIN YOUIAIa, U OCTAeTCs TaM, HACTOPOKEHHO BBIKH-
Jasi CBOEro yaca.

— Bce rotoBo! — HakoHel1, roBOpUT AMaltusi, — MOTI00Y-
TECh.

S cMOTpI0 B 3€pKaJio Ha CBOE OTPaKEHHE U HE MOTY ITOBEPUTh,
YTO BBIIJISI)KY TAKOM CBEKEW, HAITOJTHEHHOM KU3HBIO, TAKON I0HON
KpacuBoii. 1o He s1. Tenepsb 310 He s1. Emie Buepa, riss Ha ce0s
B 3€pKaJIO s MOIIa OBl TIOBEPUTH B PEAIbHOCTh CBOETO OTpake-



Hus1. Ho Tenepb OHO KakeTcsi MHE OOMaHOM.

Kauato ronoBoii, u 6e3yrnpeuHo yIoKeHHbIe CBET/IbIe JIOKOHBI
OT3BIBAIOTCS HA 3TO JIETKOE JIBWKEHUE.

— Kak e Bbl KpacuBbl, KHATHHS, — ¢ BOCXUIIIEHUEM T'OBO-
put Amanusi, — KHsI3b yraJieT B 0OOMOPOK, KOTJIa BaC YBU/IUT.

— KHus3p? — cripammmBato s, cJIoBHO Obl M3 TIONTycHA. B cepiie
BOH3A€TCs OCTPOE KaJIo NMaMsITH, CHOBA BOCKpelllasi B CO3HAaHUU
0e300pa3HyIo CIICHY.

SI HEpBHO CIIaTHIBAIO.

— OcraBbTe MeHs, NoXaNIylcTa, — roBOPIO A

OHHU TOCTIENIHO COOMPAIOT BEIll M TIOKUIAI0T MO0 KOMHA-
Ty. CTaHOBUTCS THUXO, OE3)KU3HEHHO U MYCTO. 37€Ch TOJIBKO 5 U
Most 6oib. 1o HamygpeHHOI eKe CTeKaeT OUHOKAs clie3a, sp-
KO OJIeCTsI Ha COJIHIIE, MPOOUBAIOIIIEMCSI B MOE OKHO.

Korna aBeps OTKpBIBaeTCS, 51 B3ParvBaio BCEM TEJIOM.

[ToBepHYBIKC, 51 BUKY BXOISIIETO KO MHE KHSI31.

Ha nuiie ero 6e33a00THast yiisioka.

— 51 Haze1oCh, TH yKe YCIIOKOUIIACh, TIOOOBb MOsI? — BECEJIO
CrpaIivBaeT OH, €/IBa MEPeCTYUB MOPOT.
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OH yxe ofieT B CBOH Oe3ynpeuHblil KOCTIOM, UJEAIbHO CUJIs-
IIMI HA ero MOIIHOM MYCKYJHCTOM Tejie. ['yCThle TeMHbIe BO-
JIOCHI JIOCHSITCS 370pOBBIM OrieckoM. Ha ero myskecTBeHHOM Jiu-
1e PSYETCsT TeHb CaMOJOBOJILHOW Y/bIOKU. OH 3HaeT, 4ToO BbI-
I aUT Oe3ynpevHo, Kak U MnosoxeHo kHa3i CaHaepcy, eavH-
CTBEHHOMY OTITPBICKY CaMOU MOIIHOW JIMHUY JIPAKOHOB, OJTHke
BCEX CTOSIIEW K MOJJIMHHON MMIIEPAaTOPCKOM KPOBH, IMOCIIE Ca-
MOT'0 UMIIepaTopa, KOHEYHO.

Moii KH#3b CBEX, JOBOJIEH KU3HBIO U, TIOXOXKE, HE MCIbITHI-
BAeT HU MaJICHIIIEro HaMeKa Ha yrphI3eHUEe COBECTH.

HecmoTps Ha TO, YTO OH BXOAWT B KOMHATY HE CIIella, OIITy-
IIEHUE TaKoe, YTO OH BPbIBAETCS, MOJOOHO OCIIEHOMY MOTOKY
BO/Ibl. E/IBa CTOMT eMy MOsIBUTBCS Ha MOpOre, OH 3aloJHSET CO-
60i1 BCe JJOCTYITHOE IMYCTOE MPOCTPAHCTBO.

— $1 BIKY THI Iyemb TyOKH, Cynpyra Mosi, — 6e33a00THO ro-
BOPHT OH, U TIOJIOM/I K MOEMY TyaJIETHOMY CTOJIMKY, OepeT Me-
Hf1 32 PYKY, XOJIOfsl IEPEMOHUAJIbHBIMU MIEPCTHSIMHU, YHU3BIBAIO-
MU €ro MaJIbIIbl.

Sl Xo4y OTIEepHYTh PYKY, HO OH JEPKHT KPEIKO, He TMO3BOJISIS
MHE BBIPBAThCS.

— Tol ke He OyJelib ycTpauBaTh CLEH, Muiasi? — CIpaiiu-
BAeT OH HU3KKM IJIYXHM TOJIOCOM, Iieys Moo pyky. OT 3Toro
roJioca Bce BHYTPH MEHsI CJIOBHO OBl ITPOCBITIAETCSI, ¥ MECTO Olle-



NIEHEHM 1, B KOTOPOM £ [IPOBEJIA 3TO YTPO, OCTENEHHO 3aHUMAET
apyroe 4yBcTBO. II0Ka 4 eme He 3Hal, 4To 3T0. f TOJIBKO K1y,
KOTJIa CIISILIUIA BYJIKaH BHYTPY MEHSI POCHETCS.

S nonro He oTpBIBaIO B3IVIAAA OT €r0 CBETSAILMXCS BHYTPEH-
HUM CBETOM JIPAKOHBUX I71a3 U YYBCTBYIO, UTO 3apOXKAAIOIIASACS
KU3Hb BHYTPU MEHsI, MOH CbIH, Oyaymwii HacneqHuk Ksna ot-
3bIBA€TCS HA TOT B3IJIsL]L, U IO MOEMY TeJy CIIOBHO Obl pa3iivBa-
€TCs COJIHEUHBIN CBET, 3aIOJHAA KX bl YTOJIOK MOETO CepaLa,
3aJieyrBasi CBEXME IIpaMbl B MOEH J1ylle.

Moii HepOXI€HHBIE ellle ChIH YyBCTBYET OJIM30CTh CBOETO OT-
1a, ecyim Obl ToNbKO KasH 3Hai. ..

— 41 He noHMMalo, KHA3b, IOYEMY ThI TAK KECTOK, — FOBOPIO
51, 4YyBCTBY#, KaK OH HaBUCAET HAJI0 MHOM, CJIOBHO ropa. To, 4to
paHbllle BOJTHOBAJIO MEHS U 3aCTaBJIsUIO TPENEeTaTh OT jKeJaHus,
Terephb BbIHYKAAET MEHsI OTCTPaHSThCS, MATUTHCA Hazal. S xo-
4y UCUYE3HYTh, yOeKaTh, CKPBIThCS OT €ro B3IV, HE UYSThb €r0
3arax, He OIyILaTh IPUKOCHOBEHHUE €r0 MaJbLIEB K MOEU PYyKeE.

— 41 He KecTOK, MuJIast KeHa, sl BCEro JIMIIb BBITIOJIHSIO CBOM
JOJT Tiepe]] Moeid TuHuel. S ObuT yBepeH, UTo Thl TOMMENTh MeHsI
1 He OyJellb ycTpauBaTh UCTEPUK Ha JIOISX.

— TIpoctu mens, KasH, s He moHMMal0, Kak s I0/KHA ObLiia
oTpearpoBaTh. BHITh MOXET, eciii Obl Th MPEAYPEIII MEHS,
YTO COOMpAEIILCS IPUBECTH B HAIIl JIOM TPEX JIEBOK C YJIUIIBI U
CHOILIATbCS C HUMM, IOKa I TOTOBJIIOCh K BEYEpPY B MMIIEPATOP-
CKOM JBOpIIE, 51 ObI OTpearupoBaia Kak-1o no-apyromy. Kax pa-
3yMHas KEHA.



4l 4yBCTBY10, UTO MOU CJIOBA TIOJIHBI $1/1a, U MHE HPABUTCS 3TO.
Ecnu Ob1 y MeHs1. ObLTH 3yOBl, U s MOTJIa UCTIONB30BATh UX TMPO-
TUB KH$351, 51 Obl HE 3alyMbIBasIach IBaxipl. Ceituac oH OBl yxke
Jie’Kall Ha KOBPE, OTPABJICHHBIN S7I0M U ITPOCUJI O MOIIAJIE.

[To ey mpoberatot 6one3HeHHbIe Mypaliku. YTo 310 3a MbIC-
mu? Heyxenu 310 1 gyMaro ¥ roBopio?

— 41 He y3Haw TebOs1, AHHA, — TEHb JIETKOTO YIUBJICHHS T1a-
JIaeT Ha ero JIMIO U OH KPUBUT I'yObl, YXMbIJIKA YIpoKaeT rnepen-
TH B J)KECTOKYIO HACMEIIIKY, — ThI BCEI/1a Oblia TAKOW TIOKOPHOM,
TaKoOl OOroOOSI3HEHHOM, TAKOM. .. TTpaBUIbHOM. Kak e Thl MO-
’KeIllb TOBOPUTh CO CBOMM JIPAKOHOM B TAaKOM TOHE?

— A s He y3Hao Te0s1 KasH, — nbiTaloch OTBETUTH 1.

Ho on HarubaeTtcs elnie cuibHee U KacaeTcs MajibllaMi MOETO
NoI00POJIKA, a IIOTOM TOJJHUMAET MOE JIUIIO, BIACTHBIM KECTOM.

— MHe HpaBUTCS 3TOT OTOHb, — T'OBOPHUT OH, — HO TIpUOe-
peru ero Jyisi MocTesiu, OH MOHAA00UTCs TeOe CerogHsi HOYbIo,
9TOOHI s1 3a0paJt ero, MuIasl.

B nepBoe MrHoBeHue ero cjioBa BOJHYIOT MOE Cep/iie, OT3bI-
BasiCh HA HUX MPUBBIYHON TATOM TUIOTH, HO CITYCTSI MMHYTY B CO-
3HAHME BPE3al0TCsl KAPTUHBI CETOIHSIIIHErO YTpa.

OH BiaieeT MHOM, KaK CBOEH COOCTBEHHOCTBIO. DTa MBICJIb
IIPOHOCHUTCS B MOEW TOJIOBE BIIEPBBIE 32 TPU roaa. s nms Hero
BCETO JIUIIh UHCTPYMEHT, TAKOH ke KaK BCe OCTaJIbHBIC.

— 3aueM? — crpaimBao 5, — BeJlb Thl YK€ HaIlles TeX, KTO
nojiaput Tede HacIeHUKA. BBIXOAUT, TPaTUTh AParorieHHoe ce-
Ms JpaKOHA Ha MEHS HET CMBICTIA.



OH MpOBOUT NAJIBIIEM 110 MOMM TI'y0am, MOTOM HAKJIOHSIETCSI
u 1iefyeT B 1meto. OT 3Toro cepiie Moe HauYMHAET OMThCS Jallie.
Ero cusbHbIe pyKU MPUTATUBAIOT MEHS K ceOe U 1 UyBCTBYIO BKYC
ero ryo Ha CBOMX I'yoax.

— To1 Bcerga Oyaenib MOei ICTUHHOM, — PBIYUT OH MHE Ha
yX0, — ¥ Bceraa Oyzelib AeaTh TO, 4TO s XOuy.

4l 3Hat0, 4YTO He MOry BBIpBaThCs M3 ero xpatku. Ho cioBa
CBOOOJHO PBYTCSI HAPYKY, HEe BCTpevast OOJbIIe MPersiTCTBUT.
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— Tbl nenyenis MeHsl TeMH ke Ty0amu, KOTOPBHIMH LIEJIO-
BaJI TPEX CBOMX AEBOK. Thl MPUXOIUIIIb KO MHE, U TOBOPHUIIIL CO
MHOM, KaK CO CBOEU Belbio. ThI IEmYelb» MHE Ha YXO CJI0Ba, KO-
TOpbIE TOJILKO YTO IienTaia uM. To, 9To Ooru ApakoHbI JapOBaIA
HaM, KaK UCTUHHOE Oy1aro, CrocOOHOE 3apOAUTh HOBOTO JPAKO-
Ha ¥ JaTh MOJUIMHHOE MPOJOJKEHE TBOEH JIMHUM, Thl CMEIIIBA-
elllb C TPS3bI0, P CBOEH MPUXOTU. Thl HUUEM HE JIyUIlle MPo-
CTOJTIOAMHOB, KOTOPBIE OMPABBIBAIOT CBOIO MOXOTh U UCTIOPYEH-
HOCTb, HEBO3MOXKHOCTBIO CA€pKaTh MOPBIB TIOTU. OCTaBb CBOU
noresnyu i Oymynmx Marepeit cBoux nereit, Kasn. Ocrasb amis
HUX ¥ CBOM CJIOBA, TaM OHHM JIATYT B KyJa OoJjiee O1arogatHyio u
IUIOJOTBOPHYIO MOYBY. A ceiiuac yOepu OT MeHsI CBOU PYKH.

4 ToBOpIO BCE 3TO M UYBCTBYIO, UTO CEpIALE MOE KOJOTUTCS
Kak OellleHoe, CJIIOBHO sl MaJIEHBKHIA OJIeHb, KOTOPHIA O€KHUT OT
XUIIHUKA, ¥ [IOT1aB B 3aM1a/IHIO, PEIlaeT AaTh OTIOpP B Oe3HAIeK-
HoW apake. f 3Hat0, uto 11t KasHa Mou cioBa 3TO JETCKUM Jie-
TIeT, HO CKa3aTh UX JJIs MEHS JIeJI0 MOEH KEHCKOU YECTH.

Kak s 1 oxuparo, Kasn e ycmexaercs.

— VYOparb pyku, TOBOPHIIL? — TOBOPUT OH U B TOJIOCE €TO
3BYYMT CIUIAB CTAJIM U KECTOKON HACMEIIIKH, KOTOPOH s Tak 0o-
10Ch.

Kasn H oTmyckaer MeHs1 ¥ MOAXOAUK K OKHY. HeBbiIHOCMMO
Joiro Juytes nay3a. OH MOTYMT, SIBHO UCTIBITHIBAsI MOE Teprie-



Hue. MoJTuaHue JUTMTCS TaK JIOJrO, YTO s YK€ HAYMHAI0 COMHe-
BaThCSl B CBOMX CJIOBAX, UTO Y’KacaeT MeHs ele OOJblle, YeM
MOTYaHUe KHSI3S1.

Yro 51 nenao? PaHbine st 661 He MOCMeJIa ¥ OTHOTO CJIOBA CKa-
3aTh MIPOTHUB €r0 BOJIM.

S cMOTpIO Ha €ro MOLIHBIM CHUITYST BOMHA, OYEPUYEHHBIN COJI-
HEYHBIM CBETOM Ha (hOHE OKHA M MHE CTAHOBUTCSI CTPAIITHO OJIH-
HOKO. I 4yBCTBYIO, 4TO CBOOO/Ia I YBEPEHHOCTh, C KOTOPOH S
rOBOpHJIA 3TH CJIOBA, MOKMHYJIM MEHs, OCTaBUB HAe/IMHE C ero
OTJTYIIAIOIIAM MOTYaHHEM.

U TyT OH HAYMHAET FOBOPUTH, M KAXJIO€ €ro CJIOBO METKO pa-
HHT MEHsI B caMoe Ceplle.

— Ecnu Obl THI ala MHE HACJIEJHUKA, KaK Thl TOBOPHIIIb,
VCTUHHOTO JJpaKoHa, AHHA, MHe Obl He MOTPeOOBAIOCH MTPULIA-
IIaTh ITUX JEBYIIEK. Y TeOst ObLIO JIOCTATOYHO BPEMEHHU, YTOOBI
BBIMOJIUTH Y OOTOB Hac/ieHUKA. ECii ThI He cymeria 3To c/ienarh,
Cyrpyra Mosi, 3HAUHMT Thl HEJJOCTATOYHO CTapajiack. boru BUIAT,
YTO HET MOEH BUHBI B TOM, YTO MO JKeHa OKa3aJlach HECTIOCO0-
HOM MPOJIOJKUTL MO pofl. Boru Tak ke BUIAT U TO, YTO sI He
OTKa3aJics OT Te0s1, He OTIpaBmI TeOst 00paTHO, K TBOEMY OTITY U
MartepH, YTOObl OHU JTOKUBAJIU 3aKaT CBOE KU3HU C OCO3HAHU-
€M TOTrO, 4TO MX 04b HeyrogHa ooram. $1 cmacaio Te0s OT 1mo3o-
pa, 5 3amIan Teds, s BEIMKOMYIITHO TPUHUMAIO TBOIO yIepo-
HOCTb, HO BMECTO OJIarOJIapHOCTH $1 TIOJTYYalo JIUIIIb OPIIUIO /1~
KOT'O 51714, U3PhIrAEMOr0 U3 TBOMX HEyroqHbIX Ooram yct. Thl, To-
XOke, 3a0blIach, U MPUHUMACIITL MOI0 JIOOPOTY U MSTKOCepie-



qre 32 TIIyMOCTb.

— 4 Bcero nuib xorena...

— IMoTpyauck moMoyaTh XOTs Obl MUHYTY, KOTJIA 1 TOBOPIO,
— OTpe3aeT OH.

— 4 3Hato, yero TH XoTena. JKuTh Kak 6e33a00THas CTPEKO03a,
TiepeJieTaroIasi ¢ OHOTO IBETKA Ha JIPyroi, HabWBaTh CBOIO Ma-
JIHbKYI0 MUJIYIO TOJIOBKY IJTYTIOCTSIMU M CYEBEPUSIMU, LIETBIMU
JHSIMU HATIPOJIET pa3roBapuBasi ¢ BUKTOpoM o rpeqHa3HAuUEHUH.
Ho ckosbKo ObI ThI HY CTapaiach, TBOM YCHITUSI HE IIPUBEIYT HUA K
yemy, Kpome pazouyapoBaHus. [[aBHO mopa Mpu3HaTh 3T0, AHHA.
Tol OecrutofHa, U s Oydy pemarh MpoOJieMbl TaK, Kak JIOJDKEH.
Koraa b1 noznakomutiibes ¢ xeccukoit, Cocdueit u Enenoit, ot
ToriMellb, YTO OHM He Bparu Tede. OHM 37ech, YTOOBI CIIacTh
Te0s1 oT o3opa. OHY FOTOBBI TIOKEPTBOBATh CBOUMU KU3HSIMH,
TOJIbKO OBl THI MpeICTalIa TIepe/i UMIIePaATOPOM YECTHOM KEHOM,
YTOIHOM Ooram, CHoCOOHOM MPUHECTU KHSA3I0 HACTIeJHHKA.

— OHu He OyIyT UICTUHHBIMH JIPAKOHAMU, — IIET4Yy sI, — UX
JIeTH HaBCer/Jia OCTaHyTCs TOJTyKpPOBKaMH, OacTtapiaMu, eciiv He
1o pamMuIuK, TO 1O CyTU. TBOS JIMHKUS OCTaOHET U B OyayIieM
BCE MIPUBEJET K YIaJKYy.

— A 4TO THl MHE TIpejJiaraeiib? — BJAPYT B3PbIBAETCS OH
SIPOCTBIO, — ThI HE OCTaBUJIA MHE BHIOOPa, AHHA, THI 3aBeJIa Me-
Hs B 9TOT TYIUK, U3 KOTOPOTO 5 HAIIEJI €TUHCTBEHHBIN BO3MOXK-
HBIA BbIXOM. M 3TO TBOW BBIOOP, CAEIaTh UX YaCThIO CEMbH, WU
YTOHYTh B COOCTBEHHBIX KalpU3aX U TOMCTUYHBIX TPeOOBAHU-
SIX, KOTOpbIe HEBO3MOKHO BBITIONHUTH. Jlydilie ciadbie OTIphic-



KM, YeM OTCYTCTBUE UX. M Tl IpUMeIlb U IEBYIIEK U UX Oymy-
IIUX JeTel U Oy/ielb BOCIUTHIBATh STHX JIETEH, KaK CBOMX COO-
CTBEHHBIX U JIIOOUTh UX MaTepei, Kak cBoux cecrep. [leTcTBO
KOHYMJIOCh, AHHA, I1I0pa IPUHUMATh B3POCJIbIE B3BELICHHBIE Pe-
HICHUSI.

— A Kax *e JIoOOBb? — CITPAIIMBAIO S, YyTh HE IJIava.

OH noBopauMBaeTcsl KO MHE, Jepka PyKHU 3a CIIMHOU. {1 enBa
MOTY BUJIETb €T0 JIMLIO, U3 32 IPKOTO COJIHIA, MEIIAIOIETO CMOT-
pETb.

— Mos m1060Bb K TeOe sipue, YeM CBET ITOrO COJIHIIA, — TO-
BOPUT OH, U K CBOEMY Y/AMBJICHUIO, sl HE CJIBIIIY B €ro CJIOBax U
HaMeKa Ha HacMelIKy. Sl moTpsceHHO OOHAPYKUBAIO, YTO B €ro
CJIOBax 3BYYHUT rOpPEYb.

MHe xoueTcsi BCTaTh U yTEIIUTh €r0, U3BUHUTLCS Mepe]l HUM,
CKa3arh, YTO 51 ObUIa HelpaBa, 3arjaauTh CBOIO BUHY XOTh KaK-
T0. [ToobGemiarp, 4To 51 Haiiy OOIIUIA A3BIK C STUMU ...

Ho noTom MHe B rojIoBy HPUXOJUT JIpyrasi MbICIIb. MbICIb KO-
TOpasi KaXeTCsl MHE Ha MEPBBIM B3I NApaJOKCATbHOU. MBICIb,
KOTOpasi IEPEBOPAYMBAET BCE, UTO OH TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aJl, C HOT
Ha roJIOBY.
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— A 470, €Cc/I THI JeJiaclllb 3TO HE I TOro, YTOOBI 3allly-
TUTh MeHs, KasH? — crnpammBaio 1 ¥ BCTAIO PSJIOM C MYKEM,
3aryIsi/IbiBasi B €ro IPAKOHbBY TJ1a3a, KOTOPbIE TaK CHITLHO JIIOOJTIO
10 MPEKHEMY.

OH BOITPOCHUTEJIHFHO U3rHdaeT OPOBbH U S BHIKY, KaK OH Hampsi-
raeTcsi BCEM TeJIOM, CJIOBHO XMIITHUK, TOTOBBI HAOPOCUTHCS Ha
KEpTBY.

— Yro, ecnu ThI ieyaelib 3T0, TOTOMY YTO OOMIIILCS, UTO Jie-
JIO BOBCE HE BO MHE, U HE B TOM, 4TO 51 HeyrogHa ooram? Yto
€CJIM BCe JIJIO B TOM, 4TO OOram HeyroJeH Thl, MOW KHSI3b?

S BUKy, 4TO monasia TO4HO B 1eb. OJIHAKO B OTBET HA MO
CJIOBA KHSI3b XMYPHUTCS M MPE3PUTETHHO OpOcaerT:

— JlpakoH He MOXeT ObITh HEYTOfIeH OoramM, OH IO CBOEH CY-
TH, BCET/ia SIBJISIETCS IPOBOJHUKOM UX BOJH. 51 ThICSAUY pa3 gaBal
TeOe BO3MOXHOCTb yOequThcs B 3ToM. Pa3Be He Tak? DTH cJo-
Ba MOYTH OOroXyJIbCTBO. Tebe cTonso Ob1 0O0ayMaTh UX, Mpexk/ie
YeM ITPOU3BHOCUTH BCIIYX.

CrnoBa ero 3By4daTr yBEpeHHO, IMEHHO TaK KaK U JI0JI)KHBI 3BY-
yarh CJIOBA MOTYIIECTBEHHOrO JpakoHa. Ho mo manenmmm uz-
MEHEHUSIM B €r0 MUMUKE U B TOM, KaK OH JIEPKUT PyKH, s TO-
HUMAIO, YTO MBIC/Ib 9Ta MIPUXOJUJIa EMY B TOJIOBY He pa3. Kak on
MOT TIOJEIUTHCS ITOM MBICJIBIO cO MHOM? Benpb eciit Obl OH clie-
JIaJt 310, OH OBl ynasl B MOMX IJ1a3ax. Kak ke, BeJMKWid KHS3b-



JPaKOH, ¥ KCIIBITHIBAET COMHEHHUSI B TOM, UTO yrofeH Ooram. Her,
JeTMTHCS TIOMOOHBIMU CTpaXaM¥ MOU KHSI3b TOYHO He cTaj Obl. U
HE TOJIBKO CO MHOM, HO ¥ ¢ BUKTOpOM, HalllUM 5KperioM U Mpej-
CTaBUTEJIEM CBSITOrO KYJIbTa JpaKOHA B HaIlIEeM 3aMKe.

— A TBI YBEpEH, UTO BCe JeJlaelllb MPAaBUJIbHO, MYk MON? —
CIPALLMBAIO 5 €0, MPOAOJKAs CMOTPETH B €T0 IJ1a3a, — 4TO ec-
JIM ThI omOaenibess? Uto, eciiv MPUBECTU B JIOM STHX JIEBYIIIEK
OBLIO OIIMOKOM, KOTOPasi MOKET Pa3pyLIUTh BCE, YTO MbI C TOOOK
crpouiu 314 roapl? TlpeacTaBb Ha MTHOBEHUE, UTO YYBCTBYIO f1.
Pas3Be B cepalle TBoe HE 3aKPablBAIOTCSI COMHEHMSI, KOTJa Thl
paHUIIL caMylo OJIU3KYI0 Tebe AyIly — CBOI0 UCTUHHYIO?

4l 9yBCTBYIO, UTO €C/IM celyac OH OTBETUT Ha MOM BOIIPOC
YECTHO, €CJIM OH TIOKAXeT, YTO €ro Camoro Tep3aloT COMHEHMSI.
Ecnu cMOXeT nepecTynuTh 4epe3 CBOK rOPAOCTh U TPUCTYIIAaTh-
Csl K CBOEMY Cep/lly, JOBEPUTHCS TOU JIIOOBU UTO ObLIa MEXIY
HaMu Bce 3T rofpl. Eciiv oH cMoskeT cka3arh paBly MHE B IJ1a-
3a, sl OTKPOIO €My IpaB/1y O CbIHE, KOTOPBIH TENeph KUBET y Me-
HS OJ1 CEPILIEM.

4l 4yBCTBYI0, UTO €lIe €CTh IIAHC, YTO 51 CMOTY MPOCTHUTH €T,
€CTb IIIaHC, YTO sI CMOTY MPEJCTaBUTh, YTO TO, YTO OH ClEIall
— 3TO OTYASHHBIN IIar 3amyTaBIIerocst B cebe JyesoBeka, a He
XHUTpast yIOBKA, JIsl TOTO, YTOOBI YCTPOUTh rapeeM B MOEM JIOMe
Y 3aCTaBUTh MEHSI CMUPHUTBCS C ITHUM.

41 TBepno yBepeHa, uTo O0ru He 01aroCI0BUIIM OBl TO, UTO Clie-
nan Kasn. U cBuzieTebcTBOM MX OJIArOCKJIOHHOCTH CITYKUT Ha-
crnemHuK KHs13s1 CaHzepea, cepyiie KOTOporo 51 9yBCTBYIO B cede.



Kuas3p konednercsa. B 910 MrHOBEHME MHE KaXeTcsd, YTO OH
OCO3HAET BaKHOCTh CBOETO OTBETA. {1 K1y, UTO OH CKaXeT C 3a-
MUpPaHUEM Cceplla.

Kak TonbKO OH HaUMHAET TOBOPUTH. S [0 €ro TOHY YYBCTBYIO,
4TO Bce 0e3B03BpATHO NoTepsiHO. OH He MepecTynuT yepes ceosl.

— ¢l HuKOra ¥ HU B YeM He cOMHeBawch, AHHa. U ecm 51
MIPUHSLI PEllieHUe — 3HAYUT OHO ObLIIO B3BEIIEHHBIM, OO yMaH-
HBIM ¥ YTOJHbIM Ooram. B mpoTuBHOM ciiydae st Obl IPOCTO OT-
KazaJicsi OT ITOU UJeu, — OTPE3aeT OH M OTXOAUT OT OKHa. Ocra-
BUB MEHsI Ha€MHE C COJHIIM, KOTOPOE Tereph HEMIJIOCEPIHO
ObeT MHE B JIMIIO, CJIOBHO OBl HaKa3biBasi MEHS 332 MOIO TITYITIO
HAJIeK]TY.

— U TBI gymaens, 4TO g IPOCTO MPUMY 3TO KaK €CThb? —
CIPAIIUBAIO 51, TOBOPAYMBASICH K HEMY.

— A Kako#l y Te0s1 ecTb BBIOOD, loporasi Mosi? — cIipalifBa-
€T OH, — ThI MOSI ’K€Ha U MOsI UCTUHHAsI — 3Ty CBSA3b HE pa3o-
pBathb. Thl TMOO CMUPSIEIITIBCS C TEM, UTO 5 JeJiai, JTUOO0 MPOBO-
JIIITH CBOIO *KU3Hb B TJIyXOM OJIMHOYECTBE, Ie-HUOY/Ib B TIOMe-
cThe cBOUX ponuteneir. He mymato, 9to Thl BeIOeperb isi cedst
Takoi myTh. Kakoit Obl HAOOXXHOI Thl HU ObLIa, TeOe HPaBUTCS
OBIBaTh B CBETE U HPABHUTCS KPACOBATHCS 1 OJTCTATh B OOIIECTBE.

— Thl Tak yBepeH?

OH NoIXoAUT KO MHE U GepeT Moe JIUIIO B CBOM JIAJOHH.

— Twl npunagiexuiL MHe, AHHA, — THXO TOBOPUT OH U $I
YyBCTBYIO €T0 JIbIXaHHe Ha CBOMX I'y0ax, a ero pyKu, MprKacai-
myecs K HeKHOM KOXe Ha MOeM JInIie, Oyaopaxar MeHs, — TaK



pemvm 6oru. Ho naxke ecmv Obl OHM pelviId MHAYe U He co0Ia-
TOBOJIVJTU CHIeIaTh TeOst MOed MCTUHHOM, 51 OBl He TIOXKAJIEeI TPO-
)KUTh THICSTYY OJIMHOKMX W O€3PaIOCTHBIX JKU3HEW, YTOOBI TOJIb-
KO MMETh IIAHC CTaTh TBOUM MCTHHHBIM.

OH nenyer MeHs1 B TyObl M 51 YyBCTBYIO, KaK OOKHUTAIOIIUI
OTOHb JTIOOBU TIPOHOCUTCS TI0 BCEMY MOEMYy Telly, TaK Xke, Kak
9TO MPOUCXOTUT BCET/Ia, KOTJIa MOW UCTUHHBIN IIeTyeT MEHsI.

OH OTpBIBAETCSI OT MOMX I'yO ¥ TOBOPHT:

— 41 moGmio Tebs1, AHHA, OOJTBIIIE CBOESH KU3HHM, HO 51 BBIHY K-
IIeH caenarh Tede 00JIbHO, YTOOBI CIIACTH Hac.

— Thl ciacaemnb TOJNBKO ceOst, — XO4Y OTBETUTh $I, HO TIO-
HUMaI0, YTO MOM CJIOBA HMYEro He U3MEeHAT. Bo B3MIsaae KHA3S
sl BKY TOJIKO TBEpJIYI0 YBEPEHHOCTh B TOM, YTO OH jenaer. 1
OTBETHUTh €My s1 MOTY TOJIbKO Mo4aHueM. Eciii Obl OH TOJBKO
3HAJI, YTO CKPHIBACTCS 3a HUM.

— Hawm nopa exartb, — rOBOpHUT OH, U OepeT MeHsI 3a PYKY.

S MOKOPHO Uy PSIIOM C HUM, HO YyBCTBYIO, Kak JyIlla MOSI
pBETCS TIPOYb.

TeGe npupetcs noxaners, KasH, HO OyAeT MO31HO YTO JIMOO
WU3MEHMTD.
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Kapera exer MArko, Tak 4to s €Ba OIIyIal0 BUOPAIIUIO KO-
Jiec, cTydalux rno MocroBou. KasH nepxut mMeHsi 3a pyky, U
CMOTPHUT B OKHO CO CBOEH CTOPOHBI. MUMO IMpPOIUIBIBAIOT UCCY-
IIEHHbIE OT HeJJOCTaTKa A0k /AeH s1010HeBbIe iepeBbsi. OHU CIIOB-
HO Obl pu(MYIOT BCe MPOU3OIIIEAIIEee CErojiHsl, HAallOMHUHAsL 00
U3MEHYMBOCTH CyIbObI U O Pa3OUTHIX HA/IEKIAX.

O yem oH gymaer certuac? Heyxenm eMy HUUyTb HE Kajlb Me-
Hs?

Ha, npakoHsl kajnoctu He 3HaoT. 1 3to npaBuibHO. Ho 4 Hu-
KOIJIa He iymalia, 4To 3Ta aKCUOMA MPOUJETCS M0 MOEH KU3HU,
OCTaBJIsIS TIOCTIE ceOsl OrPOMHYIO TPEIUHY, KOTOPYIO yKe He 3a-
JieJ1aTh, He MIOYMHUTH, HE CAEJaTh BUM, YTO TaK U ObUIO.

4 Tak r1yOOKO MOrpyskarch B COOCTBEHHBIE Pa3MbIILICHUS,
YTO B3JparvBaio, korjga KasH HaunHaeT roBOpUTb.

— Crapuk 4eM-TO B3BOJHOBAaH, — T0JIOC €ro 3ByYUT THXO,
— TIOXO0%e, CerofHsI OH COOMpAaeT Hac, YTOObI COOOIIUTH Ty PHbIE
BECTH.

$1 moBopauMBaloCh U CMOTPIO Ha ero npoduiib. S 3HaI0, YTO
JIydllle BCero MoJ4aTh M %/J1aTh, KOTAAa OH CaM IPOJOJIKUT TOBO-
pUTh.

Crapukom Kasn 30BeT umneparopa. MHe U3BECTHO, UTO M-
riepaTop Co3bIBaeT BCeX KHs3el HeYacTo, 0COOEHHO B MOCTIeJHee
BpeMsi, KOrjia ero 0ojie3Hb MPOrpeccupyeT ¢ Takow cuioil. OH



OOUTCS TIOKA3bIBAThCA HA JIOMSIX, YTOOBI CIIyXH O CEPbe3HOCTH
€ro HeJyra He BBIIUIM 3a MPEAEIIbl ABOPA, HO CETOAHS SIBHO OCO-
OEHHBII JIeHb, KOTJIa BO3MOXKHbIE PUCKH MEpEBEIINBacT HEOOX0-
JAMOCTb.

— Yr0 %€ 3T0 MOXKeT ObITh? — HE BBIIEPKUBAIO 1.

— He xotenock Obl myrath Te0st, AHHA, TTOTOMY TIOKa YTO S
BO3JIEPKYCh OT MPEOI0KEHUH.

41 BICBOOOXK/1aI0 PYKY M3 pyKH KHs351. OH MOBOpaunBaeT Jiu-
110 KO MHE U CMOTPUT MHE B TJIa3a.

B cepane, B 3Ty MUHYTY, 3all0/I3a€T JIMIIKAs U XOJIOAHAS Tpe-
Bora. MHe ye MpuXoJuId MTMCbMa OT OTIIA CO CMYTHBIMH MTOJ0-
3peHUsIMU U TipeiocTepekeHusiMu. OH SIBHO XOTEJN CKPbITh IPaB-
1y, HO ME3K/Iy CTPOK sI YMTaja BCe, ¥ IOYTH BCe MHE OBLJIO SICHO.
['panuia CHOBa B OMACHOCTH U COBCEM CKOPO 3Ta HOBOCTb JJOW-
JIET 10 BCEX, BB/ U3 TOJ rpra «CEKPETHO».

— Jleno B Kapcre? — cripaiimBaio st 1 OT MOMX CJIOB KaKasi-TO
Mblia Ha yiviie Kasna ensa 3ametHo aepraercsi. OH OTBOpauu-
BAETCS Y MPOAOIIKAET CMOTPETh B OKHO.

— OTKyzaa Thl 3Haellb, 4TO 3TO Takoe? — ¢ J10cajioNn cripa-
IIMBAaET KHS3b.

— 3Hauur 4 yrajgana?

— Her, cenyac XOAsT TOJIBKO CMYTHBIE Y HETOYHBIE CITyXH.
[MonmMHHBIX cBeAeHU HET. S nymaro, 4To /IeI0 He B 9ToM. Bo3-
MO>KHO CErOfIHsI OH OOBSIBUT KaHIUAATypy HAMECTHHKA, Ha CITy-
yail CBOeW BHE3aITHOW KOHYMHBI.

[locne sTux cnoB KasH genaer xkect pykou, KOTOpBbIM caM Ha-



3BaJ1 Obl CyeBepHbIM. Tpy masTblia CKPEMBAIOTCS MEXTy COOOM,
CHMBOJIM3UPYS 3aITUTY OT 3JIbIX CHJL.

— Ho uto ecnu geno B Kapcre?

— Ecnu neno B HeM, To Mbl OyzieM cpaxaTbCsi, — TBEpIO Io-
BOPUT KHSI3b U 51 YyBCTBYIO €T0 HAINPsKEHUE, 1a)ke HECMOTPS Ha
TO, UTO BHEIITHE OH OCTAETCSI HEBO3MYTHMBIM.

— Ecim oHu oTOMpAT y HaC UMIIEpaTopa W MOCHUIAIOT Ha-
1acTh, 3HAYUT OOT'U HEJOBOJILHBI HAMU? — TUXO CITPAIIMBAIO I
MOCJIE MUHYTHOM May3bl.

— He Gynem ToponuTth COOBITHS M CTIEpBa y3HaeM, YTO CKa-
KET UMIiepaTop. Boru NmochUIaloT UCIBITaHKWS, YTOOBI BBISIBUTD
JyYIIUX CpeAu Hac, — TBepao ropoput Kash u B ero rosoce s
CIIBINITY HE CKOJIBKO Bepy, CKOJBbKO ynpsMCcTBO. OH HUKOTIIA HE
OBLI CJIMIIIKOM HAOOXHBIM, CUMATAs, 4TO 10 OOJIBIIEN YacTH, Ha-
11Ile BEpOBaHKE B OOrOB JIPAKOHOB — BCETO JIUIIh HAOOP CKa30K
u cyeBepuil. OIHAKO OTKa3aThCsl OT BEPbl MMOJTHOCTBIO OH ObLT HEe
B COCTOSIHMM, Bepa KPEIMKO YKOPEHWIach B HEM ellle C JIeTCTBa,
KaK 3TO CTIy4aeTCs C KaXIbIM JIPAKOHOM, BJIA/ICIOIIAM CUJIOH 00-
paieHus.

— Tbl e He Bepulllb B 9TO, — TOBOPIO 1.

— Ortkyna xe Tede 3HaTh, BO UTO 51 Bepio?

$1 HMUYero He OTBeval, MPEANOYNTast Ha STOT pa3 CMOJTYATb.
ToHKass HUTh, KOTOpast BCe ellle CBsA3bIBAET HAC, KaXeTCs MHE
TaKOU XPYIKOUN U HEHA/Ie)KHOM, YTO y MEHS He TIOBOPAUYMBAETCS
SI3BIK, YTOOBI IPOJJOJKUTH PBATh OCTATKH JJOBEPUSI, KOTOPBIE e11le
COXPaAHUJIUCh MEXTy HAMHU.



Kax 6w s1 He 3nunach Ha KasHa, s Bce errie psiioM ¢ HUM, ey
B KapeTe BO JABOpeIl K uMIiepaTopy. M Hy:)KHO IPOBECTH XOTsI Obl
CETOIHSAIIHUIN Beuep, Jesiast BUJ, YTO MeX/1y HaMH BCe B TOPSIJI-
Ke, XOTs Obl Ha JTof1s1X. Kakum Obl rOpbKUM HU OBLI TPUBKYC TTPe-
JaTebcTBA MOETO MYKa, 5 IOJDKHA CHIeNIaTh BCe, YTO coOpasach,
6e3 Toro, 4ToObI BMEIIMBAThH B HAIIW JIMYHbBIE JIeNla APYTUX JIO-
JIeii, WM TPAKOHOB. A peluia s yke TOYHO. [ 1aBHOe Terepb
BBIK/IaTh MOJXOAAIIEr0 MOMEHTA M HaWTH pa3yMHBIN MPeor,
KOTOPBII MO3BOJIMT MHE OCTaBUTh KasHa HaeluHe ¢ ero JieBKa-
MU U He OIO30pHUTH cedsl Tiepe]l OoraMu, YHUKAsCh Tiepe]] STH-
MU JTIOOOBHHIIAMH MYKa U UCTIBIThIBasI IOCTOSIHHBIN CTHIT B COO-
CTBEHHOM JIOME.

JlpakoH, pacTynuii BHYTPYU MEHsI CIIOBHO Obl pa3BsI3bIBAeT
MHE PYKH, BCEJIsisi B MEHSI TaKyl0 CHIIy U XJIAAHOKPOBHE, KOTO-
PbIX BO MHE HUKOT/Ia He OBLIO.

He Gynp ceituac y MeHs TIOf] cepaiieM 3apOosKAalomerocs Jipa-
KOHa, 51 OBl TPsIC/IAaCh OT cTpaxa 1 mpocuiia KasHa cxxanutbcs Ha-
JI0 MHOW, T1eJ10BaJ1a Obl €T0 PYKH, Jiejiajia Bce, 9To JOJDKHA JIeaTh
YyecTHasl BepHasi )KeHa, OCTAIOIIAsICsl BEPHOM JJO CAMOTO KOHIIA.

Ho Temnepp, 4yBCTBYsI UyJIECHOE TETIO APAaKOHA Pa3/IMBaloIIe-
ecsl IT0 MOMM BeHaM, 51 He X04y ObITh ITOKOPHOW OBEYKOW M Ha-
OJonaTh, KaK MEHS YHIIKAIOT.

Korna-au0yns Kasn y3HaeT o ceiHe, HO 3TO Oy/eT JIUIIIb TOr/a,
KOrjJa s MOCYMTAl0, YTO 3TO BHITOJHO MHeE. S Bce ele o0mo
MYyXka, HO 51 He TIPOIILy €ro MpeaaTeIbCTRO.

1 3Ha10, 4TO OOrM HE MPOCTUIIM OBl MEHSI, ecJv OBl 51 Tpejiaia



JpaKoHa BHYTpU ceOsl, TepIisl yHIKEHUE, KOTOPOe MPUTyMaJT IJIsI
MEHS MYK.

— 41 xody, 4TOOBI TPOM3OIIEIIIee MEXIY HAMH STUM YTPOM,
OCTaJIoCh TOJILKO MexJy Hamu. HUKTO He NOo/KeH 3HaTh, 4TO
MPOUCXOIUT. JIeTH, KOTOPBIX MPUHECYT MOW HOBBIE TAlHBIE XKe-
HBI, JIOJDKHBI CTaTh OMOPOW ISl MEHSI M ThI JJOJDKHA Oy/IeIlb Ur-
parh poJib TaK XOPOIIO, KaK TOJILKO MOKelllb. Thl IOHSIA MEHS,
AnHa?

CrnoBa My’ka BBI3BIBAIOT BO MHE OypIO HEroJ0BaHusl, HO I CTa-
PaloCh BBICITYIIIATh VX TaK, CJIOBHO pedb UIET He 000 MHE U MOEM
JIOCTOMHCTBE, @ O KOM-TO IIOCTOPOHHEM.

— Urpatb posib? — crpaIlimBaio s, MogHIUMast OpoBb, TyMasi O
cBoeli TaiiHe. Ecyi ObI Tl TOJIBKO 3HAJ, YTO MOTEPSUT UCTUHHOTO
HACJIEJIHUKA, IPOMEHSIB IOBEPHUE CBOEN UCTUHHOM Ha TPEX AEBOK
C YJIULIBI.

— Jla, — oTBe4YaeT OH, — Thl MOKEIllb BO3MYIIATHCS CKOJIb-
KO TeOe yroHO, MOXeIllb Jake BHICKa3bIBaTh CBOU BO3MYIICHHMS
JIMYHO MHE, HO HUYTO U3 TOTO, YTO KacaeTcss MOUX OyIyIiX Ha-
CJIEAHUKOB, HE JOJ)KHO BBIMTH 3a MPEEsbl Halllero JoMa. TBou
SMOLIMM He JOJIKHBI TIOMEIIaTh MOUM ITJIaHAM.

— 4 monnmaio, — oTBevalo 5, XOTsl B 3Ty MUHYTY, BCE, UTO
MHE XOUETCsI — 3TO OCTAHOBUTH KapeTy M BHIOEKaTh HA BO3IIYX,
u OexaTh mojasbiine or KasHa, pemmBIinero, 4Yro si MOTy CTaTh
MOKOPHOM KYKJIOM B €ro pyKax, pa3 yxK sl €ro UCTUHHASI.

ToHOM He TepISIIUM BO3pakeHUH, OOBSCHSSI MHE BCE, CIIOB-
HO HECMBIIIJICHHOMY pacKarpu3HUYaBIleMycst peOeHKY, OH IPo-



JOJIKaeT:

— Ecnu umniepatop y3HaeT, 4To MOM HACJIeTHUKY He UCTHH-
Hble, OH MOXeT JIIUTh poj CaHAepCcoB rojioca, a 3HAUMT U BJIH-
stHUsA. Thl 3Haellb, KaKk OH CyeBEepeH, M Kak JIJIs1 Hero BaKHbI BCe
9TU TOHKOCTHU. Tak 4To JUIsl BCeX OHM OyIyT TBOMMH JEThbMHU, a
3HAYUT - UCTUHHBIMHU JIpAKOHAMU, HacJieqHrKamu pora Canyep-
COB.

— Ho uro ThI Oyaenb genarh, KOrjaa OTKpoeTcs MpaB/a u Bee
MONMYT, YTO OHM CJ1a0bl, U HE CMOT'YT ITPUHSTD YEIYI0, & 3HAUUT
He CMOTYT oOopaumBathcsi? UTo eciii Bce Y3HAIOT, UTO UX CHJIa
OrPaHWYUTCS JIMIIb CIOCOOHOCTAMHU K Maruu HU3IIEro U Cpej-
HEro nopsiAKoB?

MHe Obl CTOMJIO MPOMOTYATh, TIPUJIEPKAB CBOM COMHEHUS
npu cebe. [la, Tak Obl ocTymuiIa myapas keHa. Ho 3mocts u
o0uj1a, KOTopast BCe ele KUIUT BO MHe, He JaeT MHE CMOJTYaTh.

Sl BuXKy, Kak 3TOT Bornpoc 3actaBiisier KasHa 3mutbest. Koneu-
HO ke, OH JyMaJl 00 3TOM, MHa4e U ObITh He Morio. Ho oH siBHO
MPENOYNTAET OTJIOKUTH PEIIeHHEe STOro BOIPOCcA Ha MOTOM, a
ceiyac CoCpeIOTOUNThCS Ha CHIOMUHYTHBIX MTPOOJIeMax.

— JIoBOJIBHO Tep3aTh MEHsI BOpocaMu, AHHA, — TOBOPUT
KasH, ¥ B ero BJIaCTHOM HU3KOM T0JIOCE MPOSIBJISIOTCS OT3BY-
KU CTaJILHOU Y HETIOKOJIEOMMOM BOJIH IPAKOHA, 51 IyBCTBYIO, UTO
elre HEMHOTO M SIPOCTb €r0 MOKET BBIUTH U3 TOJ] KOHTPOJIS, —
MHEe HY)XHa TBOsI TIOMOIIIb, @ HE TBOM TOIBITKM HAWTH crialble
MecTa B MOeM IuiaHe. 1 He mocBernas te0si B ero IeTajlu U He CO-
Oupaloch cOBETOBAThCS C TOOOH. TBOE €10 — OBITh MOKOPHOM



JKEHOM, KOTOpasi CIyIIaeT CBOEro JIpakoHa. A COMHEHHS U pa3-
MBIIJICHUsT OCTaBb, TIOKAIYHUCTa, 1711 MeHs. Bugsar 6oru, mou
pazyM IpUcrocoOyIeH Ui 9TOro Ky/a JIydllie.

— Kak ckaxeriib, My MO, — roBOpIO 51 ¥ TOKOPHO CKJIOHSIIO
TOJIOBY, MPENIOYNTAST YCTYITUTh €ro BOJIE.

Jla 1 K yeMy MHe 3a00THTBHCSI O JKU3HECTIOCOOHOCTHU €ro pe-
ieHus1?

Hey:kenu s1 10 cux nop BOCHPUHUMAIO €r0 HeYy/Iauu, Kak CBOU ?

Her yx, cerogasiuzee yTpo Bce nepeMeHu1o. Tenepp ecrs 4,
MOM 00T, U MO CBIH.

— BoT ¥ cl1aBHO, — TOBOPUT OH U 51 YYBCTBYIO, UTO €TI0 roJIOC
CTAHOBUTCS MsTYe, — Thl JOJ)KHA IOMHUTb, YTO JOBEPUE U T10-
KOPHOCTb — 3TO IJIaBHBIE KauecTBa XOpolen xeHsl. Heyxenn
BukTop He 00bsicHsT TeOe 3T0?

B ero ToHe 3By4MT Jlerkasi HACMeIlIKa HajJ MOei, Kak OH 3TO
Ha3bIBaeT «CYEBEPHOCTBIO», HO s TPEANIOYUTAI0 He 0Opalarh Ha
9TO BHMMaHue. PaHbIle s1 Obl Hauajia Bo3paxaTh, PUHYJIACh Obl
JIOKa3bIBaTh MYXY, YTO KPENKO YCBaWBal0 BCE YPOKH, KOTOpHIE
npernojiaeT MHe Haml xpetl. Ho Terieph s JMIb COePKUBAOCH,
9YTOOBI HE OTBETUTD KAKOI-HUOY/Ib KOJIKOCTBIO, KOTOpasi BOBCE HE
Oy/IeT yMeCTHOM Tiepe/i CaMbIM TIPUE3TIOM K UMIIEPaTopy.

[Mycts KasH pamyercs, mycTh AymaeT, 4To eHa BCerlesio Ha
ero cropoHe. [TycTh caMOIOBOJBHO YIIBIOAETCSI M KpacyeTcs Tie-
pel OCTaJIbHBIMU B 3TOT Beuep. S Chirpalo B €ro urpy CeromHs,
TIOKa eI1le OCTAJIOCh BpeMsl [Isl UTp.

1 nenaro HeCKOJBbKO MITyOOKUX BJIOXOB, IMBITASICh YCMUPHTH OY-



HIYIOIIYI0 BHYTPH MeHsl Oypio amonmii. KasH cHoBa Geper MeHs
3a PyKYy, KOTJIa BUJUT, YTO MBI MOIbEe3kaeM K aBopity. Ha stor
pa3 s He otaepruBaio pyky. CelrpaTh MOKOPHYIO keHy? UTo xe,
MIOXOXe, TeTepb YMEHUE UrPaTh — 3TO JIs1 MEHS CypoBasi HE0O-
XOIUMOCTb.

VY BXxoma B pOCKOIIHBIM MMIIEPATOPCKUNA JBOPEL yKE CTOUT
no0past IIo’krUHA Oorato ykpaiieHHbIX KapeT. ['octu yxe coopa-
JICh U, TIOXOXKE, Mbl IPUEXAJIH €/1Ba JIX HU MOCJIEIHUMHU.

Korpa kapera octanaBiuBaetcsi, KasH JJOBKO BBIIPLITUBAET U3
Hee, OOXOWT BOKPYT U TIOfIaeT MHE PYKY, YTOOBI sI MOTJIA CITy-
ctuthes. S mogduparo TaTbe ¥ OCTOPOXKHO CITYCKAlOCh, OJTHO-
BPEMEHHO C 3TUM HaJleBasi Ha JIULIO CBOE CaMO€ BOCTOPKEHHOE U
0e3MsTeKHOE BhIpaKeHHE OSCCIOBECTHOM JYPOYKU — CIIOCO0-
HOU, MEX Ty TeM, TIO/I[epKaTh IMPUSATHBIA pa3roBop Ha JIIOOYIO Te-
My. OZHUM CJIOBOM, 51 TPUHUMAIO OOJTMK UJI€aTbHOM KEHbI KHSI-
351, KOTOpasi He AymMaeT O ce0e CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO, HO M He YAApUT
JIMILIOM B TPsi3b, €CJIM MPEJCTABUTCS HEOOXOIUMOCTh MoOece1o-
BaTh C BBICOKOPOIHBIMHU M YOTIOPHBIMU KE€HAMU JPYTUX KHSI3EH.

Kasn cMOTpuT Ha MeHsI BHUMATEIBbHO, TPUAUPUYUBO OIS IbI-
Bast Mol Haps. [Torom npuOIMKaeTcs KO MHE U IIemYeT Ha yXo,
IIEKOYa €r0 CBOMM /IbIXaHUEM:

— Tol BHIDISIAMIIB CETOIHS JTyYllie BceX, AHHA, JPAKOH BHYT-
pY MeHs B3BOJTHOBAH. S yBepeH, UTO BCE kKEHbl KHSI3eH CMOTPSAT
Ha TeOsl C HeTOBEPUEM U OTIACKOM, BE/Ib Thl KpacUBEHIIas U3 HUX.

— Cniacu60, KHsI3b, — TOBOPIO 5 M YJIBIOAIOCh.

Moe mpenaTenbcKoe KEHCKOe YeCTOMoONe 3acTaBliseT Mpu-



HATh cioBa KasHa 3a yucryio monery. Hecmorps Ha 10, 4TO £
0TOpacChIBAIO €0 JIECTh B CTOPOHY, MHE BCE PABHO MIPUSATHO CJIbI-
I1aTh TO, YTO OH TOBOPHUT.

KH#3b 3110poBaeTcsl ¢ OCTAIbHBIMU KHS3bSIMU JIMILIb €/1BA 3a-
MeTHO KuBas. Kaxapiii cerogasa cam no cede. o Toro, Kak mo-
SIBUTCSI UMIIEpATOp, Pa3roBapyBaTh KHA3bSIM MEXKIY COOON He
TIOJIOKEHO U, Pa3yMEETCsl, HUKTO He TIOCMEET HapyIIIUTh TO Mpa-
BUJIO.

S ornsiipiBal0 BCEX OCTaJIbHBIX MY:KYMH M MHE TPUXOIUTCS
MPU3HATH, YTO BCE KHS3bsl, XOTh U JPAKOHBI C BIaJICHUEM MOJ-
HBIM 000POTOM, He MIYT HU B KaKOe CpaBHeHUe ¢ MOMM KasHowm.

Ha ux ¢oHe oH, cO CBOMMM MOIIHBIMU ILJIEYAMH, BHICOKUM
POCTOM U YyAECHO KPACHBBIM MYKECTBEHHBIM JIMIIOM, BBIIJISI-
JIAT, CJIOBHO JIPEBHUI BOUH-TIOTYOOT, COIIE NI CO CTPAHUI] Jie-
TOIHUCEN.

OcranbHble ke KHS3bsI-O0OPTHU BBIIJISIAAT KaK Ky4yKa MOXHU-
JIbIX MPOKUraTesen KU3HU, UEHSAMX YIOBOJIBCTBUS U JIMYHBIN
koMGopT Kyzia Oosblie, yeMm JA001ecTh BOMHA. DTuM Moi KasH
BCEI/Ia OIMYAJICS OT HUX. 3a 3TO s He TOJIBKO JTII0OUIa ero, HO 1
yBakajia KyJa OoJbllie, YeM UX BCEX BMECTE B3AATHIX.

4l Bcerga Bepumiia, 4To MpegHa3HaueHNe MOETo KHsI351 — ObITh
IJIaBHBIM Cpell HUX, W Bepusa, 4To OOTH, PaHO WJIM TO3JIHO
YCJIBIIIAT MOY MOJIUTBBI, TaB MOEMY MYXKY TO, UETO OH TaK CHJIb-
HO kesaeT. C/ienaioT ero nepBbIM MPUOIMKEHHBIM K UMIIepaTo-
py. CaenaioT ero Ha3BaHHbIM HACJIETHUKOM JIPSIXJICIONIETO Jpa-
KOHa, ’K€Ha KOTOPOr'o TaK M He CyMeJia 1aTh UMIIePaTOpy UCTUH-



HOro HacegHuKa. M 31o 06s13aTenbHO JOKHO OBbLIIO CITyYUThCS,
KOTJa POIUTCSI MOU ChIH.

Ho Mo KHs13b BRIOpAJ APYTYIO JOPOTY, IOPOTY HEBEPHsI MHE,
KaK CBOEW keHe, CIIOCOOHOM aTh €My HACJeJHHUKA.

3aJ1, HaKOHeL, NOorpyXkaercs B TUIIMHY. KHA3bA nepecraior
NEPELIENITBIBATBCS CO CBOMMHU KE€HAMH, U 3aMUPAIOT B OKUJAA-
HUM, JIepKa CBOMX OJIarOBEPHBIX 32 PYKHU.

W TyT 2 ciplily TUXO€ MIapKaHbe 11aroB MO MOJIMPOBAHHOMY
MpPaMOPHOMY TOJTy. DTy MOCTYIb HE CIyTaTh HU C YEM.

Onupasce Ha NMaNKy, B LIEHTP 3aja MEAJIEHHO BBIXOAWT IUIy-
60kui crapuk. Co BpeMeHH MOcyeAHEN BCTPEUH ¢ KHA3bSIMU OH,
KaXeTcs, ocTape JIET Ha 1eCATh. Briasible 1eKu, YepHble Kpyru
TOJ1 IJIa3aMHM, CeTKa TTyOOKMX MOPIIMH MOKPBIBAIOIIUX BCE €r0
muo. Bee cBUAETENBCTBYET O TOM, UTO OH JOXKHABAET CBOM IIO-
CJIE/IHVE JIHU.

Nmnepartopa npuaepkuBaeT 3a JIOKOTh €ro oHas xeHa. JIu-
JIMaHA yXe TPEThsl JKeHa Ha ero Beky. [lepBas uctuHHasi, u Tpe-
Ths1 110 CUETY, HE CYMEBLIAsA 1aTh €My UCTUHHOTO HACJIEIHUKA.

JInnnana HeBepoATHO KpacuBa. BricOokas craTHas JeByIlIKa
C JVIMHHBIMU TEMHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH, OJNIECTAIIMMU B CBETE ThICSY
CBETWJIbHUKOB, KaK MOJJIMHHAS APArolieHHOCTh. B3 ee cBer-
JIO-TONYOBIX IJ1a3 JIHUBO CKOJIB3UT I10 3Ty, TOKA HE OCTAHABIIN-
BaeTcs Ha Haier nape. OHa CMOTPUT MHE B IJ1a3a U s YyBCTBYIO,
YTO MHE XOUYETCsl OTBECTU B3IJISi/I, HACTOJIBKO MPOH3UTEIbHBIMU
¥ CMOTPSIIIUMH CIIOBHO OBl B CAMyIO JYIIly, KaKyTCsl MHE 3TU
rnasza. Ho g caep:xuBaloch ¥ OTBEYAI0 TAKUM K€ I0JTMM HEMHUT'a-



IOLUM B3IJIS1IOM, BBIHYXK/Ias1 €€, B KOHLIE KOHIIOB, OTBEPHYThCSI.

[Touemy OHa Tak CMOTPUT UMEHHO Ha MeHs1? M 4to ObLIo B ee
3priisizie? BeizoB? CouyBcerBue? [Ipenebpesxenvie? Huuero Hemb-
351 IPOYUTATh IO ITUM XOJOJHBIM U OECKOHEUHO MPEeKPACHBIM
r1a3am.

[lo cnuHe MOen MPOKAaTHIBAETCS BOJHA HENMPUSATHBIX Mypa-
IEK U MPEIYYBCTBUE YEr0-TO MIOXOTO YCUIIMBAETCS B HECKOJIb-
KO pa3.

41 4yBCTBYI0, KaK pyKa KHsI3s, IepKallasi MO0, CJIerKa Hamnpsi-
raercs. OH CMOTPUT Ha UMIIEpATOpa U KAET, KOrAa TOT HAYHET
TOBOPUTb, KAK U BCE OCTAJIbHBIE, 3aTAUB JbIXaHUE.



8

— 3apaBCTBYiiTE, MOU JOPOrHe, MPUOIMKEHHBIE, POAHBIE U
OM3KHe, — CKPUITYYMi TOJIOC CTapHKa MPOH3AET CBOABI JPEB-
HEro LepPeMOHHUAJIBHOTO 3aJ1a, yTomas rie-To BBEpXY, CpPeir COo-
TEeH U ThICSY CBETUJILHUKOB, — $51 COOpaJI Bac 3[1eCh CErO/iHs He
IPOCTO AJIS1 TOro, YTOOBl BHOBb YBUJIETh BAaC, XOTs JIMLIE3PEHUE
BAILIMX MPEKPACHBIX CBETJIBIX JIMI] BCEria MPUHOCUT MHE HECKa-
3aHHOE YJOBJIETBOPEHUE.

Crapuk BIpYr HauMHAET KalllIsATh, U BCE MEPEryIsAbIBaIOTCS,
0XW/Aasl, YTO OH CKaXeT JaJblle.

— Jlununana, Munas Mosi, — TOBOPHUT CTapUK, — CIIAcuoOo Te-
oe.

OH npvHUMaeT U3 pyKu CBOEU MOJIOJOM WCTMHHOW IUIATOK
M KalUIseT B Hero. 3ByK TOro Kallllsl HACTOJIBKO yKaceH, YTo
BHYTPH MeH$1 Bce OYKBAJIbHO ChEKUBAETCS U 51 HEITPOM3BOJIBHO
HAYMHAIO TIPOU3HOCUTH PO ceOs1 MOJIUTBY, OOPAIEHHYIO K JIpa-
KOHbeMy OOry.

— 4 ve Oyny 3arAruBaTh, MUJIblE MOM, — TPOJIOKAET OH,
3a’KaB IJIATOK B IPOXKAIIEH CTApUECKOW pyKe, — Bbl YK€, HaBEP-
HOE, JIOTaJajiich, 9TO S MO3BAJ BaC HE MPOCTO TaK, YTOOHI TO-
MO0O0BATLCS BAIIMMU IIPEKPACHBIMU JIMIIaMU. XOTs, 03 BCIKUX
COMHEHMI, Ja’ke TAaKOM MOBOJ, ObLIT Obl I0CTaTOUHBIM, YUUTHIBAS
TO, KaK CHJIBHO $I BaC BCEX JIIOOJIIO.

MmniepaTop BOPYr yMOJKaeT M nepeBogur ayx. OH 4To-TO



menyet Jlnnmane Ha yxo U Ta OTBEYaeT emy.

— 4 crap, — npopoKaeT OoH, — BBl MOXETE BUIETh TO U
camu. Ho HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO BHEIIHSISI 000JIOUKA JJTsI BaC 04e-
BUJIHA, BHYTPH 1 BCE TOT € APAKOH, KAKAM ObLIT BCE 3TH TOJIbL.
W s eme MHOroe MOry, yBepeH, y Bac He BbI3bIBAET ITO yTBEP-
KJICHUe HUKaKUX COMHEeHUN. $1 Bce erre Mory 060paunBaThes B
JpaKoHa, 51 BCE ellle MOTY TBOPHTh Mario M pa3yM MOW BCE TaK
K€ OTKPBIT HallleMy Oory.

Crapuk BO3/I€BaeT pyKd K HeOy W M3/1aeT yTPOOHBINA PBIK B
KOTOPOM, K MOEMY YIIUBJIEHHIO, CJIBIIIIATCS OTTOJIOCKY JIPAKOHBE-
ro peika. I He 3HaW, CIIOCOOEH JIM CTApUK BCE eIl Ha TOJHOe
NIepEeBOIUIONIEHNE, HO YACTUYHOE eMY SIBHO JOCTYITHO. fI BUXKY,
KaK PYKH ero MOKPBIBAIOTCSI TEMHO 3€JIeHOM Yelyer, a Ha TaJib-
aX TOSIBJISIIOTCS] KOTTH.

— OpnHako! — BBIKPUKHMBAET OH, OECCHIILHO OITyCKasl PYKH,
— MHe octajioch Heponro. CoBceM cKopo MO0 cMepTh 3ale-
peT Moe 4YesioBeYecKoe TeJio, MO0 OOrv, JAPaKOHbU U JeJioBe-
Jeckue, MoTpeOyT BEpHYTh UM TO, YTO OHU MOIApwiId MHe. 5
Oy/ly BBIHYXK/IEH TIEpEBOIUIOTUTHCS B IPAKOHA B TIOCJICTHUN pa3
¥ 3apbIThCS B 3eMJII0, OKK[asi, Koraa 6or 3a0eper Mo Yelnyio,
9TOOBI MOJAPUTH €€ KOMY-TO JPyromMy, KOMY-TO JIOCTOHHOMY.

OT 3TUX CJIOB PyKa MOETO KHsI3s1 Iepraercs v 51 MoBOpavrBa-
10Ch, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETH Ha Hero. JIMIIO ero KaxeTcs clIeIaHHbIM
U3 KaMH$1, HACTOJIbKO TBEPABIN U 1IeJIeyCTPEMIIEHHBIN B3I Y
HEero B 3Ty MUHYTY. [Toxoxe, OH ObLJT IpaB, U CETOIH S UMIIEPATOP
¥ rpaBjia OyJieT TOBOPUTH O TOM, KTO JIOJKEH 3aHSATh €ro MecCTO.



Koneuno, KasH HageeTcd, 4TO HAMECTHUKOM CAEJIAI0T UMEHHO
ero.

— 41 yBepeH, YTO IOCTOVMHBIM HAaWAETCSA! — BBIKPUKUBAET
IpeOe3kKaIM roocom umreparop. M s yBepeH, 4to KpoBb J10-
CTOMHOTO TeYeT B JKMJIAX OJHOIO M3 Bac!

[Mo 3a1y MPOHOCHUTCS €/1Ba CIIBIITHBIN OOIIHIA B3JI0X.

— Cpeny BaC MHOTO JOCTOMHBIX APAKOHOB, U MHOTHE U3 Bac
UMEIOT OTIPBICKOB, 0OAIAIONINX CHJIOW, KOTOPYIO BBl TOAPH-
M UM Onarogapsi TOMy, YTO COSUHUJIA CBOU Ceplia M IyIIn
UCTHHHBIMU COl03aMH. Bor Obli1 OJ1arocKjoHEH K BaM OOJIbIIIE,
yeM Ko MHe. f ObuT OBl pa3g0ocaoBaH TUM OOCTOATEILCTBOM,
ecyiy Obl MOs1 JTIOOOBB K KaKIOMY M3 BaC He MPOCTUPAJIACH BHIIIIE
HeOec M caMbIX BRICOKHMX TOPHBIX TIMKOB Ha Kpato 3emuid. Ho ro-
peBath He 0 ueM. Kakiast 13 MOMX KeH JIIoOWIa MeHs, U KaxJIou
s1 AApWJI CTOJIBKO JIIOOBH, CKOJIBKO ObUIO B MOeM cepatie. OqHa-
KO JIMIIIb OJIMH U3 MOMX COI030B ObLI MPU3HAH OOrom, MoAapuB
MHE MCTUHHYIO Ha CKJIOHE MOUX JIeT, HO OOT He J1aT MHe IaHca
MPOJIOJIKUTH MO€ MOTOMCTBO. Tak 4YTO Tenepb JIe/10 32 BallluMU
OTIIPBICKAMH, €ellle He OOPETIIMMHU CBOIO YellyIo, Tepeliealyio
K HEMY OT BallluX JIMHUH.

CrapuK OCTaHABJIMBAE€TCSI U CHOBA HAYMHAET KaluisTh. Ha
9TOT pa3 KallleJb 3By4dT elle Xyxke. Mimmepatop corpscaercs
BCEM TeJIOM M KaKeTCsl, YTO OH BOT BOT pyxHeT Ha noj1. Ho mpu-
CTYIl TIpEeKpaIiaeTcs, U OH, JAepkach OJHOW PYKOHW 3a MaJjKy, a
JIPyroM 3a TJIe40 CBOEU I0HOW UCTUHHOM, MPOJIOJI’KAaeT FTOBOPUTD:

— Korna npuzer yac, oqHOMY U3 Bac sl CKaXy IJe 3eMJist



YKpoeT Moe TeJio HaBekd. Korza npuaer yac, oquH U3 Bac Mpu-
JET W yKaXeT BallleMy OTIPHICKY, Ille UCKaTh MMIIEPATOPCKYIO
yeuryo. OnuH 13 Bac, CTaHEeT OTIIOM HOBOro mmneparopa. Vc-
TUHHOTO MMIIEpaTOpa, POKAEHHOIO OT UCTUHHOM napsl. JIuHus
OJIHOTO M3 Bac, C TOr0 CaMOro MOMEHTA, KaK Balll ChIH HaijeT
MOIO YeIllyl0 U BOCCOEIUHUTCS C HEI0 TEJIOM M JIYIIOH, CTaHeT
MMIIEPATOPCKOM.

Wmneparop 3aMoIKaeT ¥ 1o 3aly IPOHOCUTCS OOPMOTaHUeE.
Kaxaplii KHsA3b YTO-TO TOBOPUT CBOel keHe. Kaxapiid, kpome
Kasna. Moii My MOTYHT ¥ TOJIBKO HE OTPBIBASI B3IJIs1/1a CMOTPUT
Ha “MIeparopa.

— [lepBblii, KTO OOBSABUT O IPsAAYILLEM MOSIBJICHUH HACJIEJHU-
Ka, CTAaHEeT TeM, KTO YOCTOUTCS YECTH PUHSTH UMIIEPATOPCKUI
TPOH M CTaTh BPEMEHHBIM HAMECTHUKOM, TIOKA €ro OTIIPBICK He
BOW/IET B TIOPY COBEPIICHHOJICTHSI.

ITo 3amy Teneppb yxke MpoHOCUTCA sABHbIA ponoT. HekoTtopsie
U3 IBYX JIOKHH KHS3€H J1ae MO3BOJISIOT ce0e UTO-TO BHIKPUKH-
BaTh HEIOBOJIbHBIMH TOJIOCAMH.

Moii KHSI3b TOBOPAUMBAETCSI KO MHE ¥ TOBOPUT MHE Ha YXO.

— IlomHub yTO 1 ropopuil Tede, AHHa? He nozasean mMeHs.

— Ho...

51 oOpwIBato cedst Ha MoycIoBe, BUsA BHYTpH I1a3 KasHa Ta-
KYyI0 HEMIOKOJIEOMMYIO TBEPAOCTh M MOIIlb, YTO MHE CTAaHOBUTCS
CTPAIIIHO HE TOJIKO 3a ce0s1, HO U 3a BCEX IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.

— EcTb 1 cpe npUcyTCTBYIOIIMX T€, KTO 3a4all OT UCTHH-
HOTO U K/IET MOSIBJICHUS HAC/IeMHUKA? — CIIPAIIMBAET CKPUITY-



YMM 0JIOCOM UMIIEpaTop.
— Ectb, — BIpyr casliity s rpomkui rojgoc Kasna, — mos
VCTHHHAs KJET HaclleIHMKa !



Kasn

[lo 3asty mpoHOCATCS yAWBIEHHBIE BO3MIAChl. CTapuK TPsICET-
Cs1 BCEM TEJIOM, EMY SIBHO TSIKEJIO cernvac JJaxke TOBOPUTb.

OpHako, YCIBIIIaB TO, UTO S CKa3all, OH KakK Oy/ITO MmojyJyaeT
HOBBI 3apsif] CUJIbI.

Bce yxe crnimcanu MeHs CO CYETOB, MPEAIONOKUB, YTO MOSI
UCTHHHAsA OECIJIONHA U 1 TaK U OCTaHyCh TOCICAHUM M3 poja
CanpgepcoB. Bce 9T HarbllleHHbIE CaMOJJOBOJIbHbIE MH[TIOKH YiKe
PEIIIIH, YTO 5 TaK MPOCTO CAAMCS U TIPUMY CBOIO CYIBOY.

Her, npy3bs mon, Kasn Bo3zpmer cBoe. CHIIBHENIIINN U3 pa-
KOHOB JIOJKEH ObITh HAMECTHUKOM, a He KTO-TO M3 9TOM KyUKH
MPOKUTAIOIIMX KU3Hb U HACJIEJICTBO CBOMX OTIIOB.

JIutio ero pacriibiBaeTcs B yJbIOKe.

— Mauibunk Mou, MOJOWUIU CI0Jja, — TOBOPUT OH, — U TO[I-
BEJIM KO MHE CBOIO MTPEKPACHYIO JKEHY, Jall IOCMOTPETh Ha Hee
MOOJTHKE.

Ceituac, caMblil BaKHbIIi MOMEHT B MOEH KWU3HHU, 51 YyBCTBYIO
ero. JlpakoH BHYTpH MEHS TPENELIET U CKUMAETCH, CJIOBHO IpY-
KWMHA, 3aMUpast B OKUJAHUU. S IyBCTBYIO BHYTPH Ce0sI CTOIBKO
HEeoOY3JJaHHOU CHIIBI, UTO MHE KaXeTcs, eClii Obl He MOU HEUMO-
BEPHBIE YCHIIHUSI, 51 OBl CTIAJIAJT K YEPTy BECh 31 CO BCEMH KHbsI-
3bSIMU M UMIIEPATOPOM BIIPUAYY.



371ech HET HU OJTHOTO, KTO ObUT OBl JOCTOUH 3TOM YECTH, CTaTh
HAMECTHUKOM, KpoMe MeHs1. Bce 910 3HaloT, 1 Bee OITycKaloT IJ1a-
3a, Korga MUMO HUX MUAEM MBI C MOE UCTUHHOM.

Bpocato B35 Ha keHy. AHHA TaK KpacuBa CErOfiHs, YTO Ha
Hee OOJIbHO CMOTpETh. §l 3Hal0, YTO BCE 3TO BUJST, U 3HAIO, YTO
KX/l 3aBU/lyeT MHE U HeHaBUAMT MeHs. HecmoTps Ha ma-
JIEHbKUI yTPEHHUI MHIIUJEHT, OHA BCSI CJIOBHO OBl CUSIET U3HYT-
pu.

Haxe uctuHHas ummneparopa, monofas Jlunuana, Ha (oHe
AHHBI Ka)KeTcs OJIETHON MBIIIIBIO, XOTh U HE JIMIIIEHA Ope/ieieH-
HBIX KEHCKMX NOCTOMHCTB. He Oyap y MeHs1 AHHBI U elle Tpex
TAWHBIX keH, sl ObI, MOXKET ObITh, U 3a0paJ ee cede, Korjaa CTapuk
otnact aymry 6oram. XoTs... ['ie yersipe, TaM u 1sATh. [louemy
6wl 11 HeT? K uemy orpannumBath ceOs?

S 4yBCTBYI0, Kak pyKa MOEW MCTUHHOW JAPOXHUT B MOEU Y-
ke. beqHsKKa He IPUBBIKJIA K TAKUM CKOILJIEHUSIM Hapoja. AH-
Ha HaOOXHasl, rop/ast ¥ Ype3MEpPHO MIENUTUIIbHAS B HEKOTOPBIX
BOIPOCAaX, HO KIMEHHO 3TO BO MHOIOM, JIEJAeT ee [Isl MeHs Ta-
KOU IPUBJIEKATEIILHOM.

Kak oHa roBopmiia co MHOW cerogsi. 9To ObUIO YTO-TO HO-
BeHbKOe. B Hell OyieBan Takoi qukuil oroHb. OHa axe mocme-
Jla IepeYnTh MHE, CBoeMy KHs310. KoHeuHo MHe ciieyer mpo-
yuuTh ee 3a Aep3ocTb. Hayunth ee ObITh Oosee yuyTHBOH. Yk
CITUIIIKOM MSITOK I C HEH, CITUIIIKOM pa30aioBal, CIMIIKOM JH00-
JIO ee.

Ho ¢ 3Toro nus s1 Oyay BBIHYK/IEH MPOSIBIIATH CTPOrocTh. Te-



niephb, KOrJia OT ee TOBe/ICHUs 3aBUCUT Moe Oymyiiiee u Oymayiiee
BCEro Hairero pona. Tereps, Korja s B 1are OT TOro, 4ToObI CTaTh
HAMECTHUKOM, 51 HE MOTY MO3BOJIUThH €€ DIIYMbIM CyeBepHUsM U
J€BUYBUM MPUXOTSIM, PYIIUTh MOM IJIAHBI.

Omyckasich Ha OIHO KOJISHO Tiepell TPSCYIIMMCSI CTAPUKOM,
s JIOBJTIO Ha ce0Oe MpUCTaIbHBI B3DIs JIMMaHel, ee JIbaUCThie
roJTyOble TJ1a3a CJIOBHO Obl POH3AI0T MEHS HACKBO3b. S1 MBITAIOCh
MIPOYUTATh BhIPAKEHUE, C KOTOPbIM OHA CMOTPUT, HO pasrajka
HE J]aeTcsl U sl OTBOXY IJIa3a.

Pyka crapyka MOpIIMHUCTAsI ¥ CTPAIIIHAS, KOXKa €ro TOHKast 1
XPpyIIKasi, Kak rieprameHT. 51 ¢ OTBpaleHneM MprKJIabIBaio ryobl
K €ro pyke, clielysl JpeBHeMYy OObIYal0 M YyBCTBYIO MOYTH OCSI-
3aeMblii AyX TJI€HA U CKOPOIl CMEPTH, UCXOISAIIUI OT UMIIEPATO-
pa. lHor/1a HYKHO BCTaTh Ha KOJIEHH, YTOObI BO3HECTHUCH BBIIIIE
BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX. Sl BBIyUMJI 3TOT YPOK JIydllle IPYTuX U Tenepb
S 3/1ECh.

4 Bcraro, 1 AHHA crie1yeT MOeMy ITPUMEDPY, TaK Ke LEIYs PYKY
crapuka. OH JTMYHO TIOMOTAET el MOAHAThCS, OEpeT ee JUIO B
CBOU CMOPIIIEHHbIE JIAJIOHU U JIOJITO CMOTPUT el B I1a3a.

B sty munyty cepaiie moe 3amupaet. Ceiluac pemmrcsi Most
cynpOa. [maBHOe, 4yToOBI AHHA Wrpaja Kak Cliefyer, IJIaBHOE,
9TOOBI He B3OPBIKHYJIA, KAK CETO/IHS YTPOM U He HATOBOPHJIA M-
niepaTopy JMIHero. Sl 3Haio, YTo OE3yMHO PUCKYIO, HO JIPyroro
BBIOOpA Y MEHS HET.

— JlaBHO J111 THI OIIIyIITAeNIb B cede TpakoHa? — CKPUITUT TO-
noc umrnieparopa. OH youpaeT pyk ¢ Jiuiia AHHBI U TIPUKAcaeT-



sl IPOKAITVMHU MAJTbIIAMUA K XUBOTY MOEW UCTUHHOM, IMBITASICh
Jepe3 MUIaThe MOIyBCTBOBATh 3apOKIAAIOIErocs B €€ YpeBe apa-
KOHA.

KoHeuHo, HMKaKoro jJpakoHa HET. AHHA, COBEPILIEHHO Ove-
BUJIHO, HECTIOCOOHA HUKOT'O 3a4aTh, MHAUEe TPH rofia He MPOIUIU
OBI B TITIETHBIX NIONBITKaX. Ho mMriepaTopy 3HaTh 00 3TOM HEOOsI-
3aTeNIbHO.

— CerofiHsl yTpOM, — THUXO FOBOPUT AHHA, — 51 TIOYYBCTBO-
Basa B cede ero cuiy. OHa CJIOBHO yparaH MpOHECach BHYTPU
MEHsI, pa3HOCS PaIOCTHYIO BECTh, O€3yAEPXKHYIO, CTIOBHO JIECHOM
noxap.

Kakas xe ymuuna!

Sl n30 Bcex cuil yaepKUBaCh, YTOOBI HE 3aXOXOTAaTh OT BOC-
TOpra.

B pagocTHOM BOCXUINIEHUU CMOTPIO Ha cBOI0 AHHY. OHa BpeT
TaK UCKpEHHE U TaK HATypasbHO, YTO He Oyab 51 COBEPIIEHHO
YBEpEeH, UTO BCE ITO BBIAYMKH, caM Obl KYITHJICS HA €€ JIOKb.

S 6pocato B3msAx Ha JlunmaHy, ¥ BIEepBbIE MOTY 3aMETHTh
TeHb ee Mor. OHa CMOTPUT Ha AHHY C 3aBHCTBIO, 3TO BUJHO
10 TOMY, KaK Hampsiraercs ee uenmocTb. Hy KoHeuHo, OHa 3aBU-
JyeT, Be[lb OHa He CMOTIJIa JaTh TIOTOMCTBO UMIIEpaTopy, mocpa-
MUB CBOH JIOM U OCTaBIINCh, IO CyTH O€3 MpaBa Ha JOCTOMHOE
OymyIee mociie cMepTH cTapuka. MoxeT ObITh M TIpaBJa CTOUT
U3 KaJOCTU MPUIOTUTH U MTPUJIACKATD €€ MOCTIe ero CMEepTH.

OT oHOM MBIC/I 00 9TOM BHU3Y )KUBOTA Pa3ropaeTcsi HEUCTO-
BBIIl IPAKOHUI OTOHB. S MPEeACTaBIIsAI0, KaK B3sI ObI 3Ty JIEBYII-



Ky C JILIUCTBIMHU IJIa3aMHU U BIIUJICS TyOaMU B ee. . .

Hert. O6 stom s momymaio no3:xe. Erie 6yner Bpemsi.

— $1 yyBCTBYIO €10, — FOBOPUT CTapUK, — YYBCTBYIO JPaKO-
Ha BHYTpU TeOsl.

4 ¢ obneryenrem B3apixan. [Toxoxke, MarnyecKue HATH, 3a-
OJIarOBpEMEHHO BINUTHIE B KOPCET Moel AHHBI CpadoTau. ITu
HUTU $1 HANMTaJ TaKUM KOJIMYECTBOM CHJIbI, YTO XBATHJIO Obl
HO/IKeYb LEJTBIA I0M. DTO ObUIO OYEHb OIMACHO, U 3TO MOIJIO He
cpabotath. 3a 310 51 GosuIcs OosbIlie Bcero. Majio mpocTo Imy-
CTUThH JIONISIM TBUTH B TJIa3a, HYXKHO ellle, YTOOHI JeBYIIKA, HO-
camas B cede qpakoHa, oOnagaia U CUJIOH JpakoHa, KOTOPYIO
Hen30eKHO MepeiaeT 3apOoXk JAOIIUICS peOeHOK-000pOTEHb.

Teicsuy pa3 xBautio cebs 32 TPEeAYCMOTPUTETTBHOCTb.

bepy AHHy 3a pyKy 1 CMOTPIO €i B IJ1a3a.

OHa ruiayver.

— Yro *e Thl TUIAYelllb, TUTS MOe? — CIpalluBaeT uMrepa-
TOP C YJIBIOKOH, — TMOHECTH JIPAKOHA ISl CBOETO UCTUHHOTO —
9TO JIydIllee, YTO MOXET caeslaTh HaOoKHas aeBymika. Tebe mo-
Be3JI0, OOrM BHIOpa TeOs1, a 3HAUUT Thl YTOHA OOram.

— 4 myauy ot pajocTH, MOW MUMIIEPATOP, — THUXO TOBOPUT
AHHA, — 51 OY€Hb YCEPIHO MOJMIIACH KaX/IBI JIeHb, YTOOBI 3TO
ciryumiock. Tpu JONTHX rofa s MOJIWJIACh M HAKOHETI, OOT YCIIbI-
I11aJT MOU MOJIUTBHI.

4 xouy pacuenoBathb xeHy. Eciu Obl He ee urpa, BO3MOKHO,
uMIiepaTop 1 3acomHeBasicst Obl. Ho oHa mpocto ymuumiia! Bee-
CTU B 3a0JTyXJICHUE CAMOTO UMIIepaTopa, MPO30PIUBEHIIIETO U3



JPaKOHOB, MYJIPEHINEro 13 KOrjaa-Jmoo KUBYIIUX IMPaBUTEICH.

Ho coboii s1 JoBOJIEH HE MeHbIIE, yeM keHoi. OOBecTH BO-
KPYT MaJjblia CaMOro UMIIEpaTopa, CO3aB UMHUTAIIHIO TAKOTO BbI-
COKOTO YPOBHsI, UTO Jake OH He CyMmesl ee pasrajarb — 3TUM
MHE CTOUT TOPIUTCS.

— Bsi yBepenbi? MHe Obl XOTEJIOCh YOSTUThCS JIMYHO, Ballie
BEJIMYECTBO, €CJIA TIO3BOJIUTE. .. — CJIBIIILY s BAPYT TOJIOC, KOTO-
phIi omacasics ycnibimath. S obopaurBaoch U BUXKY KHs3s1 Ca-
JieMca, OH CJIeJIaJl Iar Brepe U sBHO COOMPAETCst BMeIaThCs B
TO, YEMY CYkJAEHO ITPOU30UTH.

[Mpoknstee. [o civHe nmpoderaT HenpuATHbIE Mypaku. C
TUM KJIEIIIOM MOTYT BO3HUKHYTh MpoOiemMbl. EMy Tak mpocTo
HE IMyCTHIIIb TIBUTH B IJ1a3a.
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Kus3p Caniemc mapkaioriei moxoakoi NoaxoauT K Ham. B ero
JIMLIE MOKUJIOT0, HO BCE €lIe KPENKOro JpakoHa, SIBHO YUTAET-
cs1 Ope3rIMBOCTh M HEMPHUSI3Hb, KOTOPYIO OH UCTIBITBIBAET KO MHE
u Kk AnnHe. Hy pa3symeercsi, OH cuuTaeT MeHsl BbICKOUKOM, KaK U
KaX[IBIi TPUCYTCTBYIONIMI 371ech. OHM YBEPEHBI, UTO JeJI0 TYT
HEUYMCTO U HY 32 YTO He OTAAAYT TPOH Oe3 601, WK BepHee OyaeT
CKazath 0e3 KpoBaBoW M Oe300pa3Hoi Ipaku. YTo ke, s TOTOB
npatbest, KHs3b Canemc. [TorpoOyii caenaTh Xoj, CTapblii Mep3a-
Bell. TOJBKO ST OTJIMYHO 3HAI0 KOE KaKKUe TBOU CEKPETHI.

OH 1oAXoauT KO MHE U, HE TOBOPS HU CJIOBA, OTOJBUTAET Me-
Hs PYKOW B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO sl He paBHBI emy. KoHeyHo, OoH
CUHUTAET, YTO €ro BO3PACT MO3BOJISIET eMy BECTH ceOsl TaK, HO Mbl
MIOCMOTPUM, Kak OH OyJeT Moji3arh y MEeHsI TIOJl HOTaMU U TIPO-
CUTb NTO3BOJIEHU S LIEJIOBATh MOM canoru. [lam tonbsko Bpems, Ca-
JIeMC.

MeHs niepeniepruBaeT OT OMep3eHHs1, KOrja 3TOT KJIelll TPo-
raet JKMBOT MOl UCTMHHOW. MHe XOueTcsi B3SITh €r0O MaJIblbl U
CJIOMaTh UX KaK XBOPOCT. [[pakoH BHYTpY MEHsI peBET U TpeOy-
€T OTIUIATUTh €My 3a HarJIOCTh MPSAMO 37eCh, Ha IJ1a3ax y BCeX
octanbHbiX. Ho 51 Tepmutio. Tonbko He ipu uMreparope.

$1 cMoTpIO Ha ero cTapyxy eHy. Y Toi Aepraercsi HogOoopoIoK
TaK, CJIOBHO OHA FOTOBA paciljlakaTbcs oT gocaasl. KoHeuHo xe,



OHA CYMTAET, YTO €€ MYK JOCTOMHEHIINIA U3 KHs3el. {1 JIoBmo
ee B3IJISIT M CJIerKa YJIbI0aloch.

CanemMc Tenepb yxe KJaJeT JIaJoHb Ha KUBOT AHHBI U TO-
YTh OOHMMaeT ee, MPUHIOXUBASACh K He, Kak néc. Cepjie Moe
KOJIOTUTCS M JIPAKOH PBETCS HApyXKy, pa3aupas MOe CO3HAHUE
HEBOOOPA3UMOW PEBHOCTHIO. DTa XPYIKasi, TOHKAs W U3SIIHAS
JIEBOYKA, MOsI JK€HA, MOsI UCTUHHAsI, BRIHYX/IEHA TEPIETh, KOT/a
ee JlamaeT 3TOT Mep3kuil ctapuk. OHa TOpA0 CMOTPUT BIEpen,
Jepika uaeanbHylo ocanky. Hu oguH MycKyn Ha ee ipeKpacHOM
nviie He aporHeT. MictuHHas math Oyayiero uMriepatopa. Kak
ke Oe3yMHO 1 JIIOOJII0 MOIO JIEBOYKY B 3Ty MuHYyTy. OHa ofHa
MpOTUB Oypy HEHABUCTHU U 3aBUCTU. OHA 3HAET, YTO BCE KHSA3bS
ceiyac CMOTPSAT Ha Hee C HEHABHCTbIO, 3aTaMB JbIXaHUe OXKHIasd,
yro CanemMc OOBSIBUT CBOM BEPAMKT M HA30BET €€ JITYHbEH.

MHe ke 0cTaeTcst TOJIbKO HAaJEAThCS, UTO S HAITUTAJI HUTH JI0-
CTaTOYHBIM KOJIMYECTBOM SHEPruu, 4ToObl onypaunTh Canemca
TaK ke, Kak uMrieparopa. [llaHc mpu3pavyHbIid, HO 51 TIOCTaBUJI HA
HEro CBOIO KW3Hb U KU3Hb cBoel mooumoi. Eciu npaBaa pac-
KPOETCs, MEHsI JIUIIIAT BCEro, U CKOpee BCEro 3aXoTsT youTh. M-
riepaTop, KOHEYHO K€ OCTAHOBUT MX, HO KaK TOJIKO OH YMpeET,
OHHU pacTep3aioT MeHs, KaK CTEPBSATHUKHU.

— He tsanure, Canemc, — pa3apaxeHHO FOBOPIO 51, YyBCTBYH,
YTO TEPIHEeHUIO MOEMY TPHUILIEN KOHEll, U sl MOOJIbILIE HE B CUJIaX
CMOTpETh KaK 3TOT TPYXJISBBIH IEHb JIarlaeT MO0 UCTUHHYIO.

— OueHb cTpaHHO, — OopMouHT cede o Hoc Canemc, — st
YyBCTBYIO JIPAKOHA, HO CJIOBHO OBl €CTh UTO-TO €IIie. . .



— Yro-T10 ene? — cnpammpaeT Jlunmana CBOMM XOJIOJHBIM
0e3KM3HEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM U TiepeBoauT B3isA ¢ Canemca Ha Me-
HSl.

CaneMc XMypUTCSl U CHOBA IPUKAcaeTcs K XKUBOTY AHHBI. S
BIKY, KaK Ta HAYMHAeT Jipokatb. KoneuHo et HenpusTHO. Hu-
9ero, IeBOYKa, MOTEPITH, HAJI0 TOTEPIETh, PAAX MOETO OyayIie-
IO ChIHA, PaJy HAIIETro OOIIero OyayIIero.

— Ecnu BbI 4yBCTBYETE JIpakOHA, — I'OBOPUT, HAKOHEL, M-
niepaTop M BRITUPAET UCTIAPUHY CO JI0A, — TO STO O3HAYAET TOJIb-
KO OIHO — OyIyIIMil HACIETHUK TPOHA OIpesiesieH!

ViMniepaTop mneiTajicss NOBBICUTh T'OJIOC HA MOCJIEJHEM CIIOBE,
HO B UTOI'€ ITPOXPUIIEJI €r0, OTYETO I10 32Ty MHOT'O pa3 3XOM IpO-
KaTWJach KapKaolasi HOTa.

$1 MoOTy OKJISICTBCS, UTO CITBIIITY, KaK CKpUITAT 3yOnl Canemca.
OH, HaKOHell, OTPBIBAET PYKU OT MOeil AHHBbI, U OpOcaeT Ha Hee
Opes3ruBbIN B3I

— YT0-TO HE TaK, — TOBOPUT OH, HO JIeJIaeT IIar Ha3a/l.

— Ecim BBl MMeeTe BO3paKeHUs, BBl MOKETE BBIPA3ZUTH UX
ceiyac, yBaxaeMbld KHA3b, — TOBOPIO 1 TaKk BEXJMBO, Kak
TOJIBKO MOTY, BHYTPEHHE WCIBITHIBASI HEMPEOAOIUMYIO SPOCTh
BIIEPEMEIIKY C 3aTa€HHBIM JIMKOBaHUEM. Bpar oTcTymnus, HO Bpa-
ra HajIo JOOUTb.

KHA3b Jie/1aeT HECKOJBKO pACTEPSIHHBIX IIArOB B CTOPOHY,
CJIOBHO COUT YEM-TO C TOJIKY.

— Barre ciioBo, kHsA3b? — oOpaiaoch s K HeMy, TToKa OH He
YILEI.



— Moe cnoBo — oHa 6epemeHHa 1pakoHoM! — roBopurt Ca-
JIEMC XPUIUIO, TaK YTO CJIbIIIAT HE BCE.

— Ckaxwure, 4TOOBI BCE CIIBIIIANIN, — TPOIILY I, U 3HAI0, YTO
HAKMBAIO 3TUM CaMbIM ceOe Bpara.

OH 37100HO CMOTPUT Ha MEHsI U TIOBTOPSIET TeTIeph YKe TPOM-
KO:

— Moe c10B0 — oHa OepeMeHHa ApakKoHOM !

TyT e Bce KHsA3bsI U UX KEHbl, HECMOTPSI Ha 3aIpeT, HauMHa-
10T TPOMKO pa3roBapvBaTh JIPYT C IPYrOM.

S momxoxy K eHe u O6epy ee 3a pyKy. UyBCTBYIO, Kak ee TOH-
KM€ MaJsblibl JpOKaT B MOEU pyKe U ceiuac OOJIbIlie BCEro X04y
0Ka3aThbCsl C Hell HaeJHe, YTEIIUTh ee... 3aCTaBUTh 3a0bITh ITY
6e300pasHyIo CIIeHy TIONBITKU YHU3UTH €e.

— Kuasp Caniemc, Kak ¥ Bce OHH, HE CTOMT OIHOTO TBOErO
HOT'TSI, — TOBOPIO €/ Ha yXO, — Tbl HE Jlajla MHE HACJICAHUKA,
HO ThI 3aCTaBUJIa MEHS TOPAUTHCS coOOM. Tenepp st HUX U st
MEeHS ThI - MaTh OyayIlero ummneparopa!
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Anna

Teepapie nabipl KHA3s Canemca BIMBAIOTCSI MHE B KUBOT,
U 51 9YyBCTBYIO HECTEPITUMYIO OOJIb, TIPOHU3BIBAIOIIYIO BCE MOE
Tes0. 3anax UCXOISIIMIA OT Hero pe3ko ObeT MHE B HOC, U MHE
HPUXOIUTCS C/IeNIaTh HEBEPOSTHOE YCHIINE Hajl COOOM, YTOOBI He
3aKpHyaTh OT OO U OTBpALICHUS.

Yro oH nenaer? MebKOM 3aryiApBalo0 B €10 Ia3a U BUKY
TaM XOJIOAHYIO Oe3pa3inuHylo cTalb. Ero Oep3rmBblii MOPIIH-
HHCTBIN POT KPUBUTCS B rpuMace oTBpaitieHus. OH HaJaBJ1BaeT
NaJIbLIAMU ellle CUIIbHEee, TaK YTO 3apOXK JAIOLIUICS APAKOH BHYT-
pY MEHS1 HAUMHAET MPOTECTOBATh M TPEOOBATh, YTOOHI T OTTOJIK-
HYyJIa HA30MJIMBOTO CTapyKa MPoYb OT ceOsl.

— Tuxo, MOl MaJIeHbKUIl, — TOBOPIO 5 PO cedsl, MBITASCh
YTUXOMHPHTH Oypio, OyIIYIOIIYI0 Y MEHsI BHYTPH, — HYKHO IO~
TeprieTs. Ele HemHoro.

— ITOro He MOXeT ObITh, — Hiermyer CasieMc U MPUHIOXUBA-
eTcsi KO MHE, — OH OflypaymJI CTapUKa, HO HE OlypauuT MEHS. ..
Tel HEe MOXelTb ObITh OEpeMEeHHa. .

Sl ayBCTBYI0, Kak Oypsi BO3MYIIIEHUSI HAPACTAET BHYTPH, U KO-
I/1a OCJIeAHsIs1 HUTh TeprieHus oOpbiBaeTcs, rosoc Kasna paspe-
3aeT TMLIMHY CBOMM BJIACTHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

Canemc cpasy xe orcrynaer. S BUKy B €ro nia3ax pacrepsis-
HOCTb M OeccuiibHYI0 37100y. OH OpocaeT Ha MeHsI B3IJIsA] MOJI-



HBIIl HEHABUCTH U BBHIMYUYEHHO YibiOaeTcs. B 3Ty cekyHmy oH
Ha MIHOBEHUE TIOKa3bIBaeT 3yObl, HO 3TO HE MOXO0Xe Ha YJIBIOKY,
9TO MOXO0Ke Ha yrpo3y. OT 3TOro ockaja o BCEMy MOEMY TeTy
po0eraioT HeMpusATHbIE MYpPAIIKUA U MEHSI 3aXJIECThIBAET BOJTHA
crpaxa. I 4yBcTBYyIO ceOs1 Oe33alMTHONW Y OJUHOKOM, CTOSI TIe-
pell BCEMU 3TUMMU JIIOIbMU, KOTOPbIE, OYEBUIHO, HEHABUJAT Me-
Hs. Bee 10 equHOrO, Kpome, MOXkeT ObITh, UMIIEpaToOpa U MOETO
KHS31.

Moe cepaiie CTyuuT Tak TPOMKO, YTO s IOYTU HE CJIbIILY TO,
YTO roBOPAT Jasblie. [1oab3ysce MOMEHTOM NPUKPHIBAIO IJ1a3a U
MIBITAIOCh YCIIOKOUTHCS, YTOOBI HE YIacTh B OOMOPOK Tepe]] Bce-
MU KHsI3bsIMU. VIM OBl ceifuac 3T0 OueHb MOHPABUIIOCH, HEJb3s
JOCTABJISAATh UM TAKOE YJOBOJILCTBUE. | TaBHOE AbIIIATD, TJIABHOE
- B35ITh ce0s1 B PYKU U HE TTOJJIaBaThCSI.

[Mouemy Kasn cnenan 3to? Heyxenu oH 3HaeT, 4To s Oepe-
MeHHa? Kak OH Mor nogBeprHyTb MEHSl TAKOMY MCIIBITAaHUIO?
Heyxenu oH poragaics u nodyyscrBoBai? Her. 9toro He moxer
ObiTh. Ero pon He oOnanaer takumu ymenusimu. [Toromy Canemc
Y BBI3BAJICS, UTO €TI0 UyThe KY/1a TOHbIIIE, YEM Y BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX,
TOHBIIIE, YeM y caMoro umrieparopa. OH Obl paclo3Ha JIOKb, He
Oypb 51 B cCaMOM Jiesie OepeMeHHa.

B ronose B3pbIBAIOTCA THICSYU MBIC/IE OTHOBPEMEHHO, COTHU
BOITPOCOB, Ha KOTOPbIE HET OTBETA.

— Bynymui HacieJTHUK TPOHA OIpeIeNieH, — CIIBIILY 51 TOJI0C
CTaporo UMIeparopa.

Bynynmii Hacnienauk? O koM onn? Heyxemn?..



[onoBa KpyXuTcs M 1 W30 BCEX CUJI TBITAIOCH YIepKaTb-
cs, YTOOBl HE YIacTh, BCIYIIMBAsCh B CJIOBA, CMBIC KOTOPBIX
YCKOJIb3a€eT OT MEHSI.

U Tyt 51 uwyBcTBYIO pyKy KasHa, Kacaioiyocsi MeHs1, Kpyxa-
IIUIACS BOKPYT MEHsI [IepEMOHHUAJTbHBIN 3aJ1 BAPYT OCTaHABJIMBA-
€TCs1, CJIOBHO €r0 MMPUKOCHOBEHUE, HAJIeKHOE U TBEPIOE, CITYKUT
SIKOPEM.

Bo3myl1ieHHbIN pOTOT JAECATKOB JIIOfIEH, YCHJIEHHBIA 3XOM,
BIAPYT npepsiBaercs mernoroM KasHa, KOTOPBIH CIBIITY TOTBKO 5.

— Tel He nasia MHe HACTIEIHUKA, HO 3aCTaBUJIa TOPIAUTHLCS CO-
60il.

3HAuUT OH BCe-TaKW He 3HaeT. Ho moyemy OH J1an MEHsI UM
Ha pacTep3aHue, eciiu 3Haj, 4to 51 He 6epeMeHHa? OT TpeBoru
W CTpaxa s CHOBa 3a0BbIBAI0 ABIIIATH, U CIYCTS MUHYTY KaJIHO
BTATUBAIO BO3/IyX IOJTHOM I'PY/IBIO.

— Maruueckue HUTH B IUIaThe OIypaulyivd MX, Thl C/lenania
BCE, KaK HYXKHO, MUJIasi Mosl, s He 3a0yay 3Toro. Thl Oblia BeJu-
KoJierHa! — IIermyeT OH MHE Ha yXO W LIeJIyeT MeHs B IIEeKy, He
3a00TsICh O TOM, YTO Ha HAC CMOTPSIT.

Hutu? OH noaeepr MeHsl TAKOMY PUCKY MOHAJesIBIIUCh Ha
KaKue-TO HUTH?

OT cTpaxa y MeHsl IOJIKAIIIMBAIOTCSI HOTH U S XBAaTAlOCh 34 €ro
wiedo. Yto ecm Obl CEroHs s He TIOYyBCTBOBAJIA HAC/IETHUKA
BHYTpU ceds1? Casiemca He yaanoch Obl OypaynuTh. YTO OHM Cclie-
Janm Obl CO MHOM, UTO cesanu Obl ¢ KasHoM 3a J10%b, KOTOPYIO
OH MpuayMan’?



Sl cMoTpIO B ero ropsiiye r;1a3a u IOHMMAI0, YTO OH PUCKOBAJ
oco3HaHHO. OH 3HaJ, YTO JKOO MOMYUYHT BCE, TUOO MOTHOHET U
yTaII|T 32 COOOH BCeX.

— Mo cbiH OyzieT uMIiepaTopom, — Iermdyer MHe Ha yxo Ka-
9H, — U ThI OYJIeIlIb CYUTATHCS €0 MATEPhIO.

Sl xouy KpUKHYTh €My B JIMIIO, YTO OH 0Oe3ymen. UTo oH He
MIOHMMAET, YTO JIeJIaeT, YTO MOSI KM3Hb BHCENIa Ha BOJIOCKE, UTO
s 9yTh HE yMepJIa OT cTpaxa. S1 Xouy KpUKHYTh €My B JIUIIO, YTO
ero O6acrap/ibl HUKOI/Ia He CMOTYT MOA00paTh Yellyo UMIepaTo-
pa ¥ crienarth MOMHBIA 000pOT. X04y CKa3aTh. YTO OH HE CMOXKET
JypauuTh BceX BOKPYT OeckoHeuHo. Kak Tonbko ero TaitHas xe-
Ha POJIUT €My ChIHA, BCEM CTaHET SICHO, YTO Marus ero ciaba u
BeCh XpyIKui miaH KasHa pazBanurcs.

Ho Bce cnoBa 3acTpeBaioT y MeHs B ropie. §l ToHy B ropsi-
IIMX I71a3aX KHA35 He B CUJIaX MPOM3HECTH HU cioBa. OH IEpKUT
MEHsI CBOMMH MOIIIHBIMHM PYKaMH ¥ B 9Ty MUHYTY s 9yBCTBYIO,
YTO CO3HAHME MOE MYTHUTCS U BCE MIOMEINCHUE 3aJIMBAeT YEePHBI-
MU YEpHUJIAMH, a 51 cama Jiedy B TPOIacTb, Tepsisi KOHTPOJb HaJl
CBOHIM TEJIOM.

— KHsAruHe mioxo, mpuHECUTe BOAbI! — CJIBIITY 51 TPOMKHUH
JEeBUYMIA TOJIOC, KaXKeTcsl 9TO royioc JIuamaHel, U BCe MEPKHET,
CKPBIBASICh B BSI3KOM MYCTOTE, CMEINBAsICh C HEPa30OPUMBHIM
TOMOHOM JIECSITKOB BCTPEBOXEHHBIX T'OJIOCOB.
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— AHHa, — CIIBIITY S HE3HAKOMBIN MATKUN OapXaTHBIA ro-
JIOC ¥ YepHWJIbHAsI TEMHOTA BOKPYT MEHsI pacCpeA0TauYnBaeTCsl,
yCTynasi MECTO 3TOMY TOJIOCY, — MPOCHUTECh.

UyBCTBYI0O Ha CBOEH IT[eKe MPUKOCHOBEHUE XOJIOJHBIX TOH-
KHX NaJIbLEB, OT KOTOPBIX Yepe3 MTHOBEHUE HAYMHAET UCXOAUTh
OTOHb, TPOHUKAIOIIUI BHYTPh MOETO Tena. S omryiaio, Kak gpa-
KOH BHYTPY MEHS OT3bIBAETCS HA ITOT OTOHb U TSHETCS K HEMY,
CJIOBHO MOTBUIEK JIETUT K TJ1aMeHu cBeur. OTOHb HAUMHAET pas3-
roparbcsi Bce sipue, TakK, YTO MHE CTAaHOBHUTCS CTPAIIIHO 3a cels
¥ 3a Majbiia. He Moker ke 310 1iaMs Be4yHO Hapacrath. Ero
HaJ/I0 OCTAaHOBHTB !

— Tloxkanyiicta, He HaIO OOJIbIIe, — IIEM4y 5 CKBO3b 3a0bI-
ThE.

— Taiinen, nocTaTtoyHO, — HA 3TOT Pa3 s Y3HAIO rOJIOC —
9TO UCTUHHAs uMmIepartopa, Jlnmmana. [1anblsl TYT ke nepecTa-
10T BJIUBAaTh B MEHsI OTOHb U B 3Ty MUHYTY 5 OTKPBIBAIO, HAKO-
Hell, I71a3a.

Hanio MHO#1, CKJIOHMBIIMCh, CTOUT MYKYMHA C IJTMHHBIMU Ce-
peOPSHHBIMU BOJIOCAMU, OTHAKO JIULIO Y €r0 He KAXKETCS CTapbIM,
Ha BUJI He OOJIbIIIe JIeT TPUIIATH MATU. A ero rjia3a, YT0-T0 CMyT-
HO 3HAKOMOE 51 BUXKY B 3TUX Iazax. Kakoi-1o 3HaKoMblii Jies 1
HEBBIPA3UMYIO TTyOUHY, YK€ BCTPEUaBIIIYIOCS] MHE PaHbIIIE.

— Kak BbI cebs1 4yBCTBYeTe? — CIpanimBaeT OH OapXaTHBIM



HU3KUM TOJIOCOM, KOTOPBIM TaK CTPAHHO COYETAETCsl C €0 TOH-
KMMH, HO BMECTE C TEM MYKECTBEHHbIMU YEPTAMU JIULIA.

Ha ero mmpokux miedax 6eJ0CHeXHast HAKUJIKA C 3aCTEXKON
13 30J10Ta. §I cpa3y ke MOHKUMAI0, KTO OH. Tak 01eBaloTCs TOIbKO
JIeKapy BBICHIETO YPOBHS, 3alMTUBIINAE CTENIEHb apXUMAarucTpa
B AKaJIEMUMU.

— 4 B nopsiike, — rOBOPIO SI XPUIUIBIM TOJIOCOM M TYT Ke
NOBTOPSIIO O0Jiee yBEPEeHHO, — BCE XOPOIIIO.

MenbKOM OKHMHYB B3IVISAOM ITPOCTOPHYI0 KOMHATY, B KOTO-
POM HAXOXKYCh, 51 IOHUMAIO, YTO 3TO, BOZMOXKHO, OIMH U3 MHO-
TOYMCJICHHBIX MOKOEB JJIs1 TOCTEN BO ABOPLIE MMIIEpaTopa, rie
MEH# YJIOXKWIM Ha KpoBaThb. [IloMuMO Jiekapsi, B KOMHATe 51 BUKY
JInnnany u Kasna, OHM CTOAT 4yTh OOAAIIB.

KasH, enBa 3ameTuB, 4TO 1 OTKpbUIA IJ1a3a, CTPEMUTENIBHO
Opocaercsi KO MHe U Oeper MeHs 3a pyKy. OH caauTcsl Ha Kpo-
BaTh W LIEJIyeT MOM NaJiblibl. B €ro ra3ax s BUXKy TaKyl0 CMeCh
TPEBOTH U OOJIErYeHHUsl, YTO MHE CTAHOBUTCS HEJIOBKO, UTO I 3a-
CTaBWJIA €ro Tak HepBHM4YarTh. CO3HaHME BCE €IlEe 3aTyMaHEHO
OTYACTH, TTO3TOMY I He TIOMHIO OOM/IbI Ha HEro, U BCe, YTO MHE
XOYETCs, 3TO KaK-TO YCIIOKOUTh TPEBOTY MOETO UCTUHHOIO.

— YT0 Cy4ynsioch? — COpPAIIUBAIO 5, — KAKETCH, 5 TOTepsi-
Jla co3HaHue?

— Bbl nepeHepBHUYAIN, KHATUHS, — TOBOPUT Taitzien, Hu-
4yTb HE CMYTHBILHUCH TeM, 4TO KasH OyKBaJIbHO UyTh HE OTIHX-
HYJI €ro, 3a0bIB O MPaBUJIAX XOPOIIIEro TOHA, — B BallleM TOJIO-
JKEHUH HEYJJMBUTEJIBHO, YTO Bbl HE CIIPABUJIMCh C HABAJIMBILIMMU-



Ccs1 Ha Bac BIIEYATJICHUSIMU.

B ero rosoce 3ByuuT MArKoe yyactue, B KOTOPOM MHE Tak U
XOUETCsI paCTBOPUTHCS. XOUeTCsl, YTOOBI OH HHUKOT/A HE Tepe-
CTaBaJl TOBOPUTD.

4l 3akpbIBalo 171232, YCUIMEM BOJIM Pa3rOHsis OCTATKH YepHO-
Thl, BCE €lle TasIIeNcs Ha Kpalo MoJsl 3peHusl.

— Co MHOW HHMKOTa TaKOro He ObLI0, — TOBOPIO 5, — KakK
OyaTo yepHble o0aka y MeHs B rojioBe. OueHb CTPaHHO. ..

— XM, o61aka? D10 UHTEPECHO, — rOBOPUT Taiaen u s 4yB-
CTBYIO, YTO B T0JIOCE €ro MOSIBJISIETCS] HENOMAEbHBII UHTEpEC,
— BbI HE MOIJIU OBl OnucaTth ux?

— BbI He BUIUTE, UTO OHA ycTajga? — CIIpalIvBaeT JieKapsi
KasH, npoomkas nepxaTb MEeHsI 32 PyKy, — 51 9yBCTBYIO, 4TO
OH eJie CIeP/KMBAETCsI, YTOOBI He HAXaMHUTh HU B Y€M HE TTOBUH-
Homy Taiiieny U Xo4y OCTaHOBUTH ero, Ho Taiinen onepexaer
MeHsI, MUPOJIIOOMBO BBICTABUB PYKHU BIepe[, MOAKPEIUIsis STOT
KecT oOe3apyKUBaoIel CBOe UCKPEHHOCTBIO YJIBIOKOM.

— IIpoctute mMoero 6para, — BcTpeBaet JInnmana, — mopou
€ro MHTepecC K MEIUIMHE 3aTMEBAET €r0 Pa3yM, M OH MOXKET ObITh
Yyepecuyp HaBsI3UUB.

S cnpiny B ee rosnoce W ynpek, W JIETKOe BO3MYILEHHUE, HO
OobIIIe BCEro B HeM JII0OBH U Teria. Cepiie OT 3TOro no4eMy-To
npeAaTesbCKU CKUMAETCsl, CJIOBHO yIIpeKash MeHsl B TOM, 4TO s
BCerja pociia OflHa, He UMesl CYacThsi UMETh POIHBIX OpaTheB U
cecrep.

Tak 3Haunt 70T Taiinen 6par Jlunvansl. 51 cibimana, 9to ee



Opar Jiekapb, HO He 3HaJIa, 4TO OH yike apxumMaructp. IHTepecHo,
IIOYEMY OH 31€Ch?

Beipakenue nuna Kasna ¢ 0310071eHHOrO MeHsieTcsl Ha Tpo-
CTO YyIPSIMO€ — 3TO XOPOLIUI 3HAK.

4l HaKpBIBaIO €ro pyKy CBOEH 1 TOBOPIO MUPOTIOOUBO:

— Ecim ThI O3BONHAIIIB, 51 IOTOBOPIO 00 3TOM ¢ Taiiienom,
KOTJa MHE CTaHEeT IOJTyYllIE.

KasH xmypurcs 1 KuBaer.

— 3HAUUT 3TO HE MPOCTOI OOMOPOK? — CIIpAITUBAET OH.

— Ckopee Bcero, BOJIHOBAThCS HE O YeM, — T'OBOPUT JIEKAPD,
— HO He MelIajio Obl MOTOBOPUTH 00 3TOM OoJiee MoAPOOHO, KO-
raa AHHaA HaOepeTcs CUJl, YTOOBI ObITh YBEPEHHBIMHU.

— Xopouo, — roBopuT, HakoHel, KasH, c:xumas Moo pyKy
9yTh CHJIbHEE, YeM MHE Obl XOTeJI0Ch, — $1 paji Oy/ly BUIETh Bac
y HacC B TOCTSIX B Onvkaiiiuie aHu. Mo# oM — Balll JIOM, 11ocJIe
TOr0, KaK Bbl IOMOIJIM MO€W KEHE CErOJHS.

Barsigpl ux BCTpevarTcss M s HE MOTY IMOHSITh, YTO Bblpa-
kaet B3rAa Tanaena. Buaumo, 310 MX HAClIeICTBEHHAs YepTa,
CIEP)KMBATh CBOW MOIJWHHBIE SMOLMU, JEMOHCTPUPYS TOJIBKO
TO, YTO OHU XOTSAT MOKAa3bIBATb.

— IlycTsku, 51 BCEro JIMIIIb BBITIOMHSIT CBOM BpaueOHBIH AOIT.
Ho ot npurnaienus He 0TKax)ych, — roBoput Tanaesn, — Ciibl-
a1, 4yTo 3aMOK CaHJIEpCOB — OJIMH U3 MPEKPACHEUIIUX B UM-
Niepux, HO He UMeJT YeCTH TOObIBaTh B HeM. | OBOpSAT, YTO BU/I HA
rOpbl, KOTOPbIA OTKPBHIBAETCS C BEPXHUX YPOBHEN — 3TO HEUTO
HEBEPOSITHOE.



— Jla, apxyMaructp, couTy 3a 4ecTb BCE BaM IOKa3aTh, —
y4TuBO roBoput KasH, HO s pacrosHaio B €ro rojioce To, 4ero
MOTY YYBCTBOBATh TOJIbKO 51 — 3aTa€HHYIO BpPaXJIeOHOCTb B OT-
HorteHuu Taiiena, — Tak 4To ]y Bac, Koriua Bam OyaeT yao0-
HO.

Taiinen KuBaer u GoJbllie He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, YBJIEKAeT 3a
coOoti JIunrany, 1 BHIXOAUT U3 KOMHATBI, TAXOHBKO MPUKPHIB 32
coOOl ABEPS.

OT MeHs1 He YKPbIBa€TCs CTPAHHBIN B3IJIsIT, KOTOPBIN OH OpoO-
caeT MHE B Ila3a, Mepel TeM, KaK BBIITH, IOTOMY UYTO B 3TOM
B3MJIsIJIE sI, HAKOHEIl MOTY YTO-TO MPOYUTATh, M 9TO OTYETIUBAS
TpeBora.
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— CoMHeBaloch 5, YTO ITOT IOHELl MOKET ObITh MOAJIMHHBIM
apXUMaructTpom, — ropoput KasH, Koraa aBepb 3aKkpblBaeTcs,
— HaBEepHsKA CECTPUYIKA M03a00TUIIACH, YTOOBI €ro MPOABUHYIIN
Ha camblil Bepx 0e3 J0JIKHOTO ISl 3TOTO YPOBHS HCIIBITAHUS.

4l caxych Ha KpOBATH U MBITAIOCh OKOHYATEJIbHO IIPUIUTH B Ce-
Os1.

— Tebe oH He HpaBHUTCSI, — TOBOPIO 51, — HO MHE KaXeTcs,
YTO Thl IPeAB3AT. To, YTO OH OpaT UCTMHHOW UMIIepaTopa, ele
HE 3HAYMT, YTO OH 00513aTe/IbHO HEKOMIIETEHTEH.

— A s BIKy TeOe OH 3arai B IyIny, Mujiasi, — B ria3zax Kasna
IUIEIIETCS BbI3bIBAIOLIMI OTOHb.

4 TyT ke croxXBaThIBalOCh, IOHUMasl, YTO COPUTh ¢ KasHom
ceifyac Jy4uie He crouT. He xBaraiio ere, 4ToObl OH pa3Hec Mo-
KOM B MMIIEPATOPCKOM JBopIie. Ero HepBhI, NOXOXKE, HATAHYTHI,
KaK CTPYHBI H JIydIiie Obl MHE TIOMOJTYATh.

— 4 npocto ckazana, 4To Jiyyine Obl He CyJUTh paHblIle Bpe-
MEHHU. ...

— 41 m Tak ToHsAUI, UTO THI CKa3aja, AHHA.

— JlanHo, — cMmsrvaerca KasH u HauMHaeT 3a[yMuuBO Me-
pUTh IIaraMu KOMHATy, — Mbl ceivac TOKHbI ObITh KpailHe
OCTOPOXHBI, AHHA, UT'pa, KOTOPYIO Mbl 3aTeslJI TpeOyeT OrpoM-
HOT'O TEPIIEHUs U BBIIEPKKH OT HAC BCEX.

51 Xouy ckazaTh «Urpa, KOTOPYIO ThI 3aTESUI», HO AEPKY A3bIK



3a 3y0amu. S peraio, uro He Oyny crioputh ¢ Kasnom, 4ro Obl
OH HU cKasal. OH JOMKeH OIIyIaTh ce0sl TaK, CJIOBHO BO MHE
HUYTO HE U3MEHUJIOCh, XOTSI BUAAT OOTH, C TeX MOp, Kak BHYTpU
MEHsI [TOCENUJICS MAJICHbKUI IPAKOH, Y MEHSI CJIOBHO OBl MOSIBU-
JIMCh COOCTBEHHBIE KPbUThsi. ECIM paHbllie s1 BO BCEM COIJiallia-
nack ¢ KasHom 1 Bepuiia B TO, YTO KakA0€ €ro CJIOBO U Kak/I10€
€ro AEMCTBUE TO 3aKOH, TO Terephb Bce nepeMeHuIoch. 1 oH He
JOJIKEH 3aMETUTh 3TOT0. TO TOJIBKO MOSI TaliHa.

Sl ocTOpoXkKHO KJIa/ly PyKY Ha KHMBOT U MPEJCTABIIsIO0 cebe Ma-
JIBIA, KOTOPBIM BHYTPU. DTO MIHOBEHHO YCIIOKAWBAET MEHA,
BCEJIsisA B CEplle TaKOe TEIJIo U JII0OOBb, YTO MHE CTAaHOBUTCS
BCE PAaBHO Ha TO, UTO IIPOMCXOIUT BOKPYT. HEpBHO BblllIarnBaio-
Mid 1o KoMHaTe KasH yxke He 3a00TUT MeHsl, cefiyac sl MbICTIs-
MU TOJIbKO C MOUM ChIHOM.

[Tycts KasH penaer, 4to XoueT, NOKa MOl HEpOXICHHBIN ellie
CBIH CO MHOM, 1 3HAI0, YTO CIIPaBJIIOCh C YEM YTOJIHO.

— Thl HEBEPOSATHO XOPOILO BCE CAeNalla, — BbIBOAUT MEHSI
u3 pazgymuii Kasn, — nydinero u xenarb ObLIO HENTb341.

— 370 OBUIO OMACHO, — HE YJIEPKUBAIOCh 51, TSI ICTUHHO-
My B IJ1a3a.

— Puck Obu1 onpaBiaH, — OECIIeYHO TOBOPHUT OH M TOIPaB-
JISIET JIOKOH Y MEHS1 B IIPHUYECKE.

— 3Haellb, Thl cliejlajla Bce TaK XOPOIIIO, YTO B KAKOK-TO MO-
MEHT £ Jaske caM Tede MoBepuIl. A 3TOT OOMOPOK. .. DTO IPOCTO
reHHaJIbHO, HA/I0 OT/AATh TeOe JIOKHOE, Thl OUeHb JIOBKO OT/e-
JIaach OT STHX HA30MIMBBIX KHs3eH. S Obl He mpHIyMaJt JTydIlre.



— TomnbKko BOT 51 HEe pUTBOpsLIack, KasH, — roBopio 1.

— IlpaBaa? — apakoH XMYpPUTCSI U MPOBOAUT MAJbIEM T10
CBOEMY BHCKY, — 3HAUUT 3TO ObLIa He urpa’?

OH caguTcst pAIOM CO MHOM, YYacTJIMBO OepeT MEeHs 3a PyKy
U IIeJyeT ee.

— 3Haernb, MUJIas, s OPOU 3a0bIBAIO, YTO ThI BCETO JIUIIIb
YeJsioBeK. S Tak MPUBBIK K TOMY, YTO Thl BCE€ TIOHUMAEIIIh C MOJTY-
CJIOBa, TIPUBBIK K TOMY, YTO Thl BCETrJa psIOM CO MHOM, ITPHBBIK,
YTO JIeNaelllb BCe, UTO 51 TOBOPIO, POBHO TaK, KaK HYKHO M 3TO,
NPU3HATBCA, MEHsI paccaaduio. S1 xoudy, 4ToOBl THI 3HAA, KaK
CWJIBHO § IIeHI0 TeOs] U KaK BaXXHO MHE COXPaHATh C TOOOH Ty
CBSI3b, UTO MEX/1y HAMU €CTh, HEe TOJIbKO CBSI3b UCTUHHOCTH, HO
u Oosiee TIyOOKYIO CBs3b, KOTOpasl YCTAHOBWJIACH MEXy HAMU
3a 3T TOMpBI, YTO MBI BMecTe. He mpoxoqut u jiHs, 4TOOH 51 He
Onaropapuit 60ra, 4To OH MOJAPUI MHE TeOsl.

KasH roBopuT TMXO ¥ BKPAIMBO, TAaK YTO s IOCTETIEHHO pac-
TBOPSIIOCh B €r'0 HU3KOM Tojioce, KaK B OOBATHSIX.

KoneuHo, OH 3HaeT, Kak 3aCTaBUTh MOE CEep/lLIe TasiTh.

— 41 xouy, 4TOOBI ThI 3HAJIA, CTYIUTCS MOKET BCE, YTO YTOJI-
HO, HO HEM3MEHHO JIMIIIL OJHO — MOs Be4yHas JII000Bb K Tede,
AnHa. fl HM CeKyH/Ibl He MOoXkaJiesl O TOM, YTO CBSI3aH C TOOOM
y3amu. Kaxaplii pa3, Korga Thl psIOM, Jake CIIYCTS STU T'O[BbI,
YTO MBI BMECTE, 51 UyBCTBYIO TO %€ CaMoe, UTO MMOYyBCTBOBAN B
TIepBbI JAeHb Halllel BcTpeud. Thl TOMHUIIb, KaK 3TO OBLIO?

— KoHeuHo s ToMHI0, — I1Ie1T4y s, 9YyBCTBYS, KaK METKa pas-
ropaeTcsi HECTEPIMMBIM OTHEM, BBIIEPrUBasi U3 MOETO CO3HAHMS



1 MOel TaMSTH BCe, KpOME TOTO TIEPBOIO JTHS.

OH npulOKaeTcss KO MHE U HEXKHO TIeTyeT MeHsI B TyObl, U
s, KaKk 3arMIMHOTU3UPOBAHHAs, OTBEUYAl0 Ha €ro Molenyid, He B
criiax conpoTuBiAThCA. OH 3a KaKUe-TO CeKyH/bl CHOCHUT BCe
MOHM Oapbephl, YTO 5 TaK CAMOHAJICSTHHO BBICTPOMJIA IIPOTHB €r0
HATHWCKA, U BOT $1 YK€ MPUKUMAIOCh K HEMY BCEM TeJIOM, JKeJlasi,
9TOOBI OH B3$LJI MEHS MPSIMO 3/1ECh, HAIIPOUb 3a0bIBasi 000 BCEM,
yTo ObLTO. Buas nepea coOoii TOMBKO €ro CBepKawmlui oopas,
HEYKJIOHHO MaHSIIUI MeHs, KaKk MOTbIJIbKa Ha YOUICTBEHHBIN
CBET CBEUH.
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— 4 Tak Tebs moomo, AHHa, — peIYUT KasH MHe B yXo U 5
HE B CUJIAX COMPOTUBJISITHCS €T0 HATUCKY.

— 4 Toxe moOmo TeOs1, MOM MCTUHHBIA, — IIEM4y I, 4yB-
CTBY#1, KAK METKa FOPUT SIPKUM OTHEM, pa3kuras sipoCTHOE Iuia-
Ms cTpacTh. B 0OBITHAX MOEro KHs3sl s OmIymamo cedsl Tak,
CJIOBHO MO€U BOJIM OOJIbIIIe HE CYIIECTBYET U €CTh TOJBKO €ro
BOJISL M €70 JKEJIAHUS IPaKOHA.

OH 1iestyeT MoIo IIeI0 U 110 BCeMY TeJly pacXosiTcst HeBooOpa-
3UMO TTPUATHBIE MypaliKh. 1 Xouy 4TOOBI OH MTPOAOJIKAI, YTOOBI
HE OCTaHABJIUBAJICS, YTOOBI B3sLJT MEHSI MIPSIMO CHECh. . .

51 3appIBalOCh MAJBIIAMU B €rO T'YCThIE BBIOIIMECS BOJIOCHI U
Croparo ot JI0OBH K CBOEMY KHS3I0., MOEMY UCTUHHOMY.

Bapyr 4to-TO HauMHAET MasuUTh Ha KParo CO3HAHUSI.

$1 6010Ch TPUKOCHYTHCSI K 3TOMY, BeJb yKe 3HAI0, UTO YBUKY.
S1 cxxMMaloch BHyTpeHHE, HAKOHEI[ OCO3HABas, YTO BCE 9TO OBLIO
HE CHOM.

TymaH B roJioBe paccerBaeTcs U sl OTUETIIMBO BCIIOMUHAIO Uy-
KM€ Majblibl KOTOPbIE TaK k€, KAK MOM cerlvac, 3apblBaJICh B
BOJIOCH Moero KasHa.

4 BUXKy miepe]] rla3aMu TOHKUE PyKH, OOBUBAIOIINE IIIEI0 MO-
€ro Myxa, CJIbIIIY 3aJIMBUCTHIN IEBUUUN CMEX.

Her, Het, Hy modemy 3TO He MOXET OBbITh JYPHBIM CHOM, KaK
MHE Ka3aJI0Ch MUHYTY Ha3aja?



4l meITalock OTOTHATH OT ceOsi KAPTUHBI CETOMHSIIIHETO YTPa,
HO OHU TOJIBKO sIpYe BCTAIOT Mepe/i MOMM BHYTPEHHUM B30POM,
3acTU/Ias Jla)ke HeBOOOPA3UMO SIPOCTHBIM 30B METKH, TPeOyIo-
WA OTAATHCS MOEMY UCTUHHOMY.

OH yHu3ui MeHs. OH npeaat MeHssA. TONbKO Teneps s BCIo-
MUHAI0, YTO OBLJIO CErOHSI YTPOM BO BceX jieTasisix. To, 4To BbI-
TECHWI Ha BpeMs1 OOMOPOK Y 3TOT CTPAHHBIN YePHBIA TYMaH, Te-
riepb CHOBA OXKWJIO BHYTPH MEHS, BIIUBASICh B CEPALIE, CMEPTEb-
HO OOJIE3HEHHBIM KaJIOM OOM/IBL.

— MHe 00/1bHO, — TOBOpIO $I, HAKOHEI], KOI/ia Yepe3 CHTY
3aCTaBJIsAI0 ceOsl CeNIaTh MOIHBIN BIOX.

— Pa3Be 51 He HexeH ¢ TOOOM, MOsI IeBOUKa? — cIipaluBa-
€T KHsI3b, He MPEeKparnas 1eJIOBaTh MEHs, CITyCKasiCh OT IIeH BCe
HUKEe,, — 1 Ke JIOJKeH OTONIarogaputh 1edst 3a TO, KaK ThI TPO-
gBUJIA ce0s1 CeroaHs, JIoOUMas. b

— Tl npuumHWI MHe 60J1b, KasH, — roBopio $, BITasACh BbI-
CBOOOIUTHCH M3 €ro OOBATUI, HO OH HE OCTAHABJINBAETCS.

— ThI po MOWX JIEBYIIIEK ? — CIIPAIIBAET OH U 3arJIsbIBACT
MHE B IJ1a3a, — s JIyMaJl Mbl BCE YJIaJIWIU, ¥ Thl He Oyelib CHOBa
JOHUMATb MEHsI STUMU MyCTsIKaMu. ThI ke 3Haelllb, YTO 000
s b TeOst omHy. Tak uto ke Tede ere Hajao?

— 3aveM ThHI TOBOpHIIH O JI0OBH, KasH? — cnpammsaio s,
¥ TIOJIL3YSICh TEM, UTO OH OCTAHOBWJICS, BHICBOOOJK/IAI0Ch M3 €T0O
OOBATHI, MATKO OTCTPaHSIsA €ro Kperkue pyKu, — Thl cesal
BCE, YTOOBI YOUTH JIIOOOBb U TTPOJOIIKALIIb TO JETaTh. . .

1 meITal0Ch HE TIJTaKaTh, HO TOBOPSI 3TH CJIOBA, 51 yKEUyBCTBYIO,



KaK M0 IeKaM Katatcs cie3bl. KasH npubnmkaercs Ko MHe U
eJIyeT MOU IieKu U ryosl. [orenym ero Takue HeXHBIE, 4TO OT
9TOro s1 MHE XOYETCs IUIaKaTh ellle OOJIbIIE.

[ToyeMy OH Tak MOCTyIUI?

— Tl no¥iMeltb, YTO 51 BCe AeJ1al0 MPaBUIIbHO, — IIEIYeT OH,
— OIHAXKTBI THI TIOMMEIITb, Thl CMUPHUIIIBCS U OCO3HACTIIh, UTO BCE
9TO 5 JeJIal0 TOJIbKO PaJivl HAaC, PaJM HAINETro HACJEeTHUKA, pajau
TeOs1. Pagu Oyayiiiero Haiei iMIepum.

OT 3THX CJIOB BHYTPH CJIOBHO pa30MBAETCs UTO-TO XPYIIKOE.

— Heyxenu T He YyBCTBYeIllb, KaKk MHE OOJBHO? — CITpa-
IIUBAIO I, — HEYKeJIM Thl TaKOW OeccepaeyuHblid?

Sl BUKY, KaK BhIpasKeHHUE ero JIMIa CTAHOBUTCS] HETTOKOJIEOMMO
ynpsimMbiM. OH HIypUTCS U KQ4aeT TOJIOBOM.

— [MoroBopum yoma, AHHa, 371eCh HE BpeMsI U HE MECTO, —
OpocaeT OH XOJIOAHO M TIOIXOUT K OOJIBIIIOMY 3epKaJTy, BUCSIIE-
My Ha CTEHe.

Sl xouy KpUKHYTb €My, UTO 51 He Oyy OOJIbIIe HU O YeM C HUM
TOBOPUTH, HO BMECTO STOTO TOJILKO TJIOTAIO CJIE3bI, TSI/, KaK OH
TIONPABJISIET CBOW POCKOIIIHBIA KOCTIOM. JIUIIO ero He BhIpakaer
HUKAKHX SMOLIMHI M OT 3TOI0 MHE CTAHOBUTCS YYJIOBHIIIHO OJIH-
HOKO, CJIOBHO 51 OCTaJ1aCh OJJHA B IIEJIOM MHpE.

— IpuBenu ceds1 B IOPSIIOK, — LIEAUT OH pa3ApakeHHO, —
HE XOuy, 4TOObI IPUABOPHBIC BUICIN TeOs pacTperiaHHOm. Te-
nepb Thl HE MPOCTO KHSATHUHS, TETephb ThHI It BCeX MaTh Oymy-
IIEro UMIeparopa. DTo HajlaraeT Ha TeOs1 OOJNBIIYI0 OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb. Tak 4TO mepecTaHb IIakaTh, ¥ IOMyMail XOTh O YeM-HH-



Oyb, Kpome ceOs1 M CBOEH JIparolieHHON OOUIbI.

Sl menaro ryOOKMIA BAOX M 3aKPhIBAIO IJ1a3a.

Her, s He omqHa. Co MHO¥ 31ech Mo# Oymynmid ceiH. 1 qyB-
CTBYIO, KaK €ro TEIJIO COrPEBAET MEHS, OLIYIIAI0 HA KOHUMKAX
NaJIbLIEB JKap U BAPYT HE3aMETHO 115 cedsl yCOKanBaCh. DMO-
LIMM, KOTOPBIE Pa3pbIBAJIM MEHS HA YaCTU MUHYTY Ha3all, Terepb
CTAHOBATCS MSATYE U YKE HE pa3pyllaloT MEHS U3HYTpPH.

Sl nenaio ele HECKOJIBKO INTyOOKHMX BJIOXOB U BCTAIO PSIJIOM C
KHs3eM. fl 3acTermBaio IyroBuily Ha €ro KOM30JI€ U pa3IyIaku-
BAal0 BOPOTHUK COPOYKH, KAK U IOJIOKEHO XOPOILEH KEHE.

CMOTpIO B €ro ApakoHbY IJ1a3a, B KOTOPBIX HET U HAMEKA Ha
COXaJIeHUE, OH CMOTPUT Ha MEHs HE MWIasi, UCIIBIThIBAS MOU
B3IVISAA.

— Tak-To Jrydinie, — TOBOPHUT OH U MOIPABJISIET BHIOMBIIIHE-
Csl U3 NIPUYECKHU JIOKOHBI, — HE M030pb MEHS Ha JIIOASAX, AHHA.
JHenaii To, 4TO 51 rOBOPIO TeOe U MOWMElllb, YTO TaK Ha1o0. 51 3Halo,
Thl YMHasl, Tl CUJIbHAS

— Jla, KasH, — roBopio £, 4yBCTBY# TEIUIO 3apOKAAIOIIENCS
B MOEM XKUBOTe kU3HU. Eciii Obl He OHO, s1 Obl HE CITPABHIIACH.
Eciu Obl He 310 Tero, 51 Obl HABEPHOE yMepJIa CEerofiHsl.

— Tak-10 nyume, — rogopur KasH u B ronoce ero 3Byuar
MSATKHE HOTBI, — CelYac Hy’KHO IyMaTh TOJIBKO O OyIyIIeM UM-
nepaTope, KOTOPOro Thl BOCIIUTAECIIIb.

— Jla, Tel IpaB, My MO, — rOBOPIO £, CTApasiCh, YTOOBI MOM
T0JI0C 3BYYaJl ;KUBO Y HENIPUHYKJEHHO.

S cmory npouty yepes 310. S ceirpaio posib BepHOU keHbl. 1



s1 CJIeIalo BCe, YTOOBI MO CBIH U ITPaBJia CTajl uMIepaTtopoM. Bot
TOJILKO KeM Oyriet ripu Hem KasH, 60/bIoi BoIpoc. . .



15

YTpeHHee conHile, Kak 00bIYHO, ObET MHE B IJIa3a U s IPOCHI-
aI0Ch, PA/IYsCh JJACKOBBIM U TETLIbIM JiydaM. He oTKpbiBas rias,
sI IEPBBbIe MTHOBEHW I TBITAIOCH YAEPXKAaTh B IAMSATH YCKOb3aI0-
Ui coH. MHe CHMJIOCH YTO-TO XOpOIliee, YTO-TO CBSI3aHHOE C
KasHom 1 MouM peGeHkoM. I Oblia Tak cYacTiIuBa, BCe Ka3aloch
TaKUM Oe3MSITEeKHBIM U OOSHIAINMM OECKOHEUYHO CYACTIUBYIO
’KU3HB BIIEPEIN.

— Kasn, — menuy g u tporaio pykou nocresib. Ho ero mer
psaaom. OTKphIBAIO 71432 ¥ IOHUMAIO, YTO CHOBA B CMIAJIbHE OfIHA.

W Tyt BocioMuHaHUsI 000 BCEM BUEpaIllHEM JHE OOpYIIHU-
BAIOTCSI HA MEH$, Kak OellleHasi TopHasi JIOBUHA, HECYIIAscs CO
CKJIOHA, 6€3KaJIOCTHO U YOUNCTBEHHO.

Sl nepraioch BCeM TeJIOM U CIIBIITY CBOW COOCTBEHHBIN CTOH
OTYAsTHHOTO COKaJICHUSI.

— Her, Hert, nmoxaiyicra, mycTb 3T0 OyIeT HETIPABIOH.

Kak ObI MHE XOTeJI0Ch BEpHYTh Ceifuac TOT COH, Iie BCe ObLIO
Tak Oe3MATEXKHO, rie ObUIO CTONBKO cyacTbsd. Ho uem Gosblue s
IBITAIOCh 3TO CAENATh, TeM ObICTpee MOCIeIHIE OOPBIBKH CUACT-
JIMBOTO CHa OOECIBEUMBAIOTCS M MCUYE3AI0T U3 MOEW MaMsITH He
OCTaBJIsIsl HAYETo, KpoMe TIPUBKYCa FOPEYH U COKAICHHS O TOM,
YTO 3TO TOJIBKO COH.

Sl TAHYCB K KM3HU, 3apOKAAIOIIEHCs BHYTPU MEHS U € 00J1er-
YeHreM OOHAPYKHUBAIO, UYTO XOTsI ObI MO OYIYIIHIA CBIH BCE eIlle



co MHO#1. §I BO3HOIITY I1a3a K HeOy U ey KpaTkyio Onaroaap-
CTBEHHYIO MOJIUTBY OOTYy IPaKoOHY.

HyxHo ObITh OnarogapHoi. ¥ MeHsl €CTh ChIH, 1 OH MEHsI He
octaBuT. HyHO OBITH CUJILHOW, PN HETO.

CraBJtio HOTM Ha KAMEHHBIH TOJT, ¥ YyBCTBYIO PUBBIYHBIN XO-
JIO, KOTOPBIH TeTieph He MPOOUpaeT MeHs JI0 KOCTel, Oyaromapst
TeIUTy, 4YTO JAPUT MHE MOU OyIyIUi ChIH.

S mpoXOXy B MOJIEJIbHYIO KOMHATY, TTPUBBIYHO CUMTAS IIIATH,
STOT PUTYAJT 51 UCTIOTHSIIO KaXIbIi IEHb YK€ TPU Tl U TaJIbIIbI
Ha MOMX HOTaX 3HAIOT KaX/1yl0 IIIEPOXOBATOCTh KAMEHHBIX TUTUT
nosia. §I Moryia bl MPOATH 3/1€Ch C 3aKPHITBHIMU TJ1a3aMH, €CJTH Obl
OBLIO HYKHO.

— 3apascTByiiTe, BUKTOP, — rOBOpIO 1, BOI/151 B MOJIEIbHYIO
KOMHATY Y 3aCThIBAIO Ha MOPOTeE.

Tpu neByIIKY, TalHbIE KEHbI MOETO KHSI3$1, CTOAT Mepeq aj-
TapeM, CIIOKUB PYKU.

Bukrtop Opocaer B3risin Ha MeHsA. M HeCMOTpst Ha TO, YTO
OOBIYHO €ro IJia3a He BBIPAKAIOT HUKAKUX SMOIIHM, ceiiuac MHE
KaXKeTCsl, YTO s BUXKY B HUX kajocTh. OH momxkumaeTr ryObl 1
JieJ1aeT MPUIJIAIIAONINI KeCT, peiaras MHe MPUCOEAUHUTHCS
K HUM.

BonHa Bo3MyIieHus1, M HETOI0BAHM S IPOHOCUTCSI BHYTPH Me-
Hs U s XO4y BbIOEXkaTh U3 MOJIEJbHOW KOMHATHI TYT K€, JIUIIb
Obl IepKaThCsl MOAAJIbIIE OT TUX JEBOK, HO MIOHUMAIO, YTO 3TO
peOsTUecTRO.

— Temnepb aeByNIKM OyIyT MOJMTBLCS C HAMH, — THUXO TOBO-



put Buktop, — eciu Bbl pa3[ieuTe ¢ HUMU MOJUTBY, OHU CMO-
TyT JIydIlle TTOCITYXUThb OOTYy.

Sl 4yBCTBYI0, KaK IpOXKAT MOM PyKH M MOAKAIIABAOTCS HOTH,
HO CTapaloch c/iesaTh Kak MOXHO Oojiee HEMPOHUIIAEMbIid BU/I.
Elie He xBaTaso nokasarb nepej STUMU JEBKaMU CBOM MOJIJIMH-
HBIE SMOLMHU. SIpOCTh M OTOHb B MOEM CEpILE TaK CUJIBHBI B 9Ty
MUHYTY, YTO MHE KaXK€TCs, 1 MOT'Y CIIAJIUTh 3/1€Ch BCE, €CJIU TOJIb-
KO noxesa. Ho KOHeUHO, 3TO TOJIbKO WIUTIO3US.

Yro ke, KasH, b1 pemun eme pa3 meHs yHusutb? Ho s co-
XPaHIO TIOCTOMHCTBO, KaK M 1Mo00aeT UCTHHHOMN KHATHHE, KAKIX
OBl ellle YHVKEHUI Thl He TPUAYMAJ ISl MEHS.

— Ecmum Tak ckazan KHs3b, — roBopio s Bukrtopy u BcTaio
PSI/IOM C J€BYIIKAMU.

OHM HE OTKPBIBAIOT I71a3 U CMUPEHHO MOJIATCA, IIEnYa Ipo
ce0s1 cioBa. MoJsATCSl TOUHO TaK ke, Kak s MOJIWJIACh BCe ITU
rOJbl.

Sl cMOTpIO Ha MX JIMILIA, MBITASCh BUAETh B HUX MPOCTO JEBY-
IIEK, HU B YEM HE MIOBUHHBIX [VTYIIbIX U HAUBHBIX JEBYILIEK, KOTO-
PBIX KHSI3b 3aCTaBUII CIIyKHTh cebe cuoid. Korma onu monsrcs,
JIMIIA MX KaXYTCS TAKUMU YKACTHIMU M HAMBHBIMM, UTO 51 TIOUYTU
BEPIO B CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO UcTopuio. Ho TyT B mamsTh 3aKpa-
JBIBAETCS BUEPALIHEE YTPO U UX pa3BpaTHBIM U MPE3PUTEIIbHbINA
CMeX, OTYEro XPYIKasi 3aIuTa, KOTOPYIO 51 is ceOst BHICTPOUIIa,
9YTOOBI HE HEHABUJIETh UX, CPa3y K€ PYLIUTCS.

Her, oHu He Takue HEBUHHbBIE OBEUKH, KAKUMU XOTSAT Ka3aTh-
cAL.



Sl oTBOpaUMBaIOCh U 3aCTABJISIO ceOs IEPECTaTh JyMaTh O HUX,
TIepecTaTh CIIBIIATH MX IIETOT. 3aCTaBIsAI0 ce0s1 COCPEJOTOUNTh-
Cs1 Ha MOJIUTBE.

CerofiHsIIIHSSI MOJIMTBA OKaHUMBaeTCs1 Oe3 clie3, BIepBble 3a
TpU roja.

— IMoxanyucra, octaBpre Hac ¢ BUKTOpOM, — rOBOPIO 4, €J1e
C/IEpKUBasi HEHABUCTDb B IOJIOCE.

— Ho kHs3b cKa3ai, 4ToO Bbl JOIKHBI. ..— TOBOPUT OfIHA U3
JeBYIIIEK.

— 51 Bam HUYero He nomkHa! Youpaiitech 0TcCioa, — roBOpIo
s, — 4ero Obl HU HArOBOPHUJI BaM KHsI3b, Mbl He OyleM C BaMH

HOZIPY’KKaMU, s1 He Oy/ly MOJUTBCSI C BAMU Y OJHOro o0pasa, u
Bbl HABCET/Ia OCTAHETECH /1JIs1 MEHSI €r0 IEBKAMHU.

Sl BUKy Kak y OflHOM M3 HUX U3 a3 Opb3raoT cie3bl. OHa
BBITUPAET UX JIAJIOHBIO 1 BbIOEraeT u3 KoMHaThl. OCcTaibHBIE pac-
TepAHHO CMOTPAT Ha Bukropa OH KMBaeT U OHU YXOOAT BCJE[
3a CBOEM MOAPYTOM.

Koraa ux maru cTuxaroT, s elie HECKOJIbKO MUHYT MbITA0Ch
YCIIOKOUTD CEPALIE, a MOTOM HAYMHAI0 TOBOPUT.

— Kak BbI MOXeTE OAEPKMBATh 3TO? — CIPAIIMBAIO 51, YKE
0CO3HaB, uTo KasH HaBepHsiKa MOCBATIII Kpelia B CBOW X PYIKUI
IUJIaH.

— ¥V MeHs HeT BHIOOpa, — CYXO TOBOPUT Kpell.

— BoiOop ecTb Beeria, 1 'y Bac ero Kyaa 0oJibliie, YeM y MeHsl.

— BuI ommbaetech, KHATHHSA. $1 CTyKy KHS310, TaK Ke, Kak
CITyKy JIpaKOHbeMY OOTY, 3TO eJMHCTBEHHBIN BHIOODP, KOTOPHIN 51



COBEpIIUJI B CBOEH )KM3HU U HE OTCTYIUTIO OT HETO HUKOT/IA.

— U 1b1 Gyrieniis BO3HArpaskJieH 3a T0, KOrjia Bce Oy/ieT KOH-
YEHO, — BJPYT CJbIILY 5 pa3apaxeHHbld rojoc KasHa, 3acras-
JISTIONIUI MEHSI B3APOTHYTh .

OH npoXoauT B KOMHATy, Jepka 3a PyKy Ty CaMylo JEBYIIKY,
KOTOpas 3ariakajia OT MOUX CJIOB.

— Tw1 nomxHa w3BuHUTHCS Niepen Coduelt, AHHa, Oymymas
MaTh TBOEro peOeHKa He 3aciykuja TBOMX OCKOpPOJIeHUM, OHA
3aCITyKUjIa TOJBKO JIIOOOBB U yuactue, — ropoput Kass, mogso-
Js1 3aIUIAKaHHYIO IEBYOHKY KO MHE.
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— Byaymas Math Moero pedeHka? — CIpaiiBaim s THXUM
roJI0COM M TTOJIHMMAIO IJ1a3a Ha KasHa.

Ero nuiio UCKJIIOUMTENTHHO CYPOBO B 9TY MUHYTY U BbIpaXKaeT
TOJIbKO TBEPAYIO yBepeHHOCTh. OH OTBeYaeT Ha MOM B3IJISI/] CBO-
YM HEMUTAIOIUM B3IJISI]I0M, B €r0 IJ1a3aX ¢ BEPTUKAIbHBIM 3pay-
KOM IUICHIETCS SIPOCTHBIA OrOHb, TOTOBBIN BBIILIECHYThCSI HApY-
Ky, CTOUT MHE TOJIbKO CKa3aTh XOTh OAHO CJIOBO IOMEPEK ero
JPaKOHbEW BOJIE.

A Buxy, kak o Codpuu UCKakaeT rpumaca OOJIH.

— KH#3b, pyKa! — NUIIUT OHa TOHEHBKUM T'OJIOCKOM, U TYT
KasH crioxBaTbeiBaeTcst, 0OHAPYKHB, YTO CIIAIIIKOM CHJIBHO CKal
ee XPYIKYIo JaJomKy. OH NOJHUMAET €€ PYKY U HEKHO LEyeT.
A BUKy, Kak JpoXKaT ee TOHKHUE MaJIbIbl ¥ OT STOT0 3pesuilia MHe
XOUYEeTCs1 OTBEPHYThCS.

OpHako B3MIsiIa OH HE MEPEeBOAMT, OXKUIAS, UTO 51 MOMYM-
HIOCb.

51 xody OTTONKHYTh MyKa, BRIOEXKAaTh OTCIoNa M OeKaTh TaK Ja-
JIeKO, KaK TOJIbKO BO3MOXHO. Ho s 3Hat, uTo GekaTh MHE HEKY-
na. S TimeTrHo cumrtana ceOs XO3AMKOW 3TOro Joma. 37ech Bce
Tak, Kak 3axoueT KasH, Bce ciyru OyayT BHITOTHATH TOJIBKO €ro
BOJTIO, U €CJTM OH 3aX04eT, M Oy/IeT CUUTaTh, YTO ITO pagr MOek
0e30MacHOCTH, OH 3aIlpeT MeHsI rie-HUOYy/Ib B OJHON U3 KOMHAT
B OalltHe, W MPUCTABUT HAJBUPATEJICH, U TaK MPOIJIUTCS O TEX



TIOp, TIOKA OH He MOJTYYUT CBOETO HACJIEHUKA.

Mse ke Henb3s1 3Toro Jonyctutb. CoBceM CKOpPO MHE HYKHO
OyzeT Oexarb, IOTOMY 4YTO 51 HE MOry ocraBatbcs ¢ KasHom, a
€CJIM OH Y3HAeT O TOM, 4TO $1 HOIIIY O] CEPALIEM €ro HaCIeHUKA,
OH HHM 3a YTO HE OTIYCTUT MEHSI.

Her, HyxHO Bectn cebst ymHee. HyKHO yCMUPUTH CBOIO
SIPOCTh W TOJYMHUTBLCS cefvac, YyToObl Kak CJeAyeT MOAroTo-
BuThcs. Ho mMoii Oor, Kak ke 9TO TPyJHO.

— Hy, — Xpuruio roBOpuT MO UCTUHHBIN U TJIAJUT TIO TOJIO-
Be Coduio, a MOTOM MATKO MOATAIIKMBAET €€ KO MHE HABCTpEYy,
Jepka pyKy Ha ee ClMHe, — NOpa MUPUTHCS, JEBOUKH.

4 nepeBoxy B35 ¢ I1a3 KasHa MOMHBIX BIACTHOTO yHPsIM-
cTBa, Ha 3apeBaHHOe o Codun. OHa coBceM 0Has1, €l IBHO
€/1Ba UCIIOJTHUJIOCh BOCEMHA/LIATh JIET, HA JIMLIE €€ e11Ie COXPaHU-
Jlach oyapoBatesibHasi JeTCKasl OKPYIJIOCTb, KOTOpasi He MOPTUT
ee, a JIelaeT TOJIBKO ellle MpUBJieKaTenbHee. TeMHo-cepble 1a3a
CMOTPSAT Ha MeHs1 co cTpaxoM. [loxoske, el caMoil He CIIMIITKOM
HpaBuTcA 3Ta cutyauus. Ho ecam Tak, To 3aueM OHa cpasy ke
no6exana xanoBarbcsi Kasny Ha 1o, uTO ee obuaenu?

4 monxoxy K Hell moOnuke U YyBCTBYIO, KaK OHA BCS CKU-
MaeTcsl OT HaNpsDKEHUs, HEMPOU3BOJIBHO OTIIATHIBASICH HA3aI,
CJIOBHO OOMTCs, UTO 51 CefYac yaapio ee.

— Tbi GOUIIILCS MEHSI? — CIpaIvBap s ee.

OHa pacTepstHHO CMOTPUT TO Ha MEHs1, TO Ha KHs3s1, He 3Has,
TIOXOXe, YTO HY’KHO OTBEYaTbh.

— Tl'oBopn, Cocdust, He 60cst, — moadanpusaet ee KasH, —



MHE HYKHO, 4TOOBI Bbl PEIVJIM BCE Pa3HOINIACHS, KaK MOXHO
owicTpee. Torma Mbl Bce OyJieM CUaCTIIMBBI U JIOBOJIbHBI KU3HBIO.
— BbI 371TEeCh Ha MEHS1, — HaKOHEll, TOBOPUT JEBYOHKA APO-
JKaIMM TOJI0OCKOM, — 51 HE 3HAlO 3a 4TO, Be/lb 51 TOJIbKO BBINOJI-
Hs1JIa BOJTIO MOETO KHSI351, @ Uepe3 Hero, BOJII0 Halllero rocroza. S
TOTOBA CIIy’KUTh X €EMY M BaM JI0 CAMOM CMEPTH. § rOTOBa HA YTO
YTOJIHO, JIUITH ObI UCTIOJTHUTH €T0 BOJIIO ¥ TIOCTYKUTh TeéM CaMbIM
BeJIMKoMy OoroyropHomy poxny Cangepca. U s Ovl XoTena. ..

JleBuoHKka ocekaercs 1 KasH mogdaaprBaeT ee, HEKHO IJ1ajist
IO pyKe:

— Hy xe, Codus, He cTecHsiicsi, TOBOpH, Kak BEJUT TeOe
Jylia.

— $I ObI XOTENa, YTOOB! MBI C BAMHU OBLTH MOAPYraMu, — TO-
BOPHUT OHA M HECMEJIO NTOJHUMAET Ha MeHs ra3a. M g meutana
ObI, YTOOBI Bl CUMTAJIA MEHSI CBOCH MJIAJIIIEH CECTPOU, KHATH-
Hs1. 5 Oymy MOUTBCS 00 3TOM TaK ke CHUJIBHO, KaK O TOM, YTOOBI
roCrojIb MOJAPUII MHE 3I0POBOTO HACTIETHUKA JIJIsST KHS3S.

Yucreimmii AHresiouek Bo miotu. CamMa HEBUHHOCTh U OOro-
Oos13HEHHOE 11esIoMyapue. Ee myxJibie ryOKu IpoxaT U s 1axe Ha
KaKoe-TO MTHOBEHHE TOUTH BepI0 B €€ UCKPEHHOCTb. BOT TOJb-
KO JIPAaKOH BHYTpY MeHs He BeputT. OH ellle He MOHUMAET, YTO
TYT IPOUCXOJIUT, HO MPOUCXOIAIIEE yKE BbI3IBAET B HEM OypIo
HeroioBaHusl. MHe MPUXOAUTCS TPUKJIAIbIBATh YCHITUS, YTOOBI
HE BBIITYCTUTh HAPYXKY CJIOBA, KOTOPbIE YK€ TOTOBBI COPBATHCS C
Moux ycT. CyioBa, KOTOpble HE TIOHPABATCS KHS3I0 M CHOBA 3a-
CTaBAT JICBUYOHKY JIUTh JIMLIEMEPHBIE CJIE3BI.



— 41 BUXY, Th TOBOPUIIIL UICKPEHHE, — HAKOHEII, 3aCTaBJISIO
ce0s1 cKas3aTrh CJI0Ba, KOTOpbIe TOBOPUTh BOBCE HE XOUy, — MHE
OYeHb MPUSTHO, YTO Thl TaK TIPUBEPKEHA HAIlleMy OOTy.

A nonxoxy k Cocuu eine Ha mar v 1ejyio ee B IeKy. Meb-
KoM Opocaio B3isin Ha KaHa v BUXy Ha ero jiuie J0BOJBHYIO
YIIBIOKY.

— IIpoctr, yto OblIa rpyda c TOOOH, — TOBOPIO 51 M UYB-
CTBYIO, KaK BHYTPY MEHSI pa3ropaercsi sipOCTHbII MoXkap MpoTe-
CTYIOIIIETO W30 BCEX CUJI IPAKOHA.

Tuxo, MOl MasTbuMK, Tak HyXkHO. Pagu Te0s1, pagu Hac, 3TO
BCETO JIMIIb CJIOBA, OHM HUYETO He 3Havar.

— Bot u cnaBHO, — roBoput KasH yke coBceM Ipyrum ro-
JocoM. ['oocom, B KOTOpOM MOpe TeTia U YIOBOJIbCTBUS, — s
YBEpEH, UTO MPOIIET COBCEM HEMHOTO BPEMEHHU U BbI HE CMOJKe-
Te MPEACTABIISITH CBOIO KU3HB JAPYT Oe3 Apyra, Beb MEeXy BaMU
TaK MHOTO OOIIIETO.

— Jla, My MOW, — TOBOPIO s CMUPEHHO U OITyCKAlo IJ1a3a B
1oJI, 1300paxast KPOTKYIO KeHy.

OH MoAXOOWT KO MHE U I 9yBCTBYIO, KAK MEHS 3aXBaThIBAaeT
NPUBBIYHOE BOJTHEHUE OT ONM30CTH UCTUHHOTO. OT ero Tesna uc-
xomuT xkap. OH oHUMAET MOe JIUIIO,, IepKa MabIbl Ha TOA00-
POIKe M HEeXHO IIeyeT MeHsI, OOHMMAsl 32 TaJMIo ¥ TPYKIMast
K ce0e, 3aK/II04ast B MOIIHBIX OOBATHUSX.

¢l He B cuIax MPOTUBUTHLCS, UyBCTBYSI, KAK OTOHb IepeTeKaeT
SIPOCTHOW BOJIHOM MeEX/1y HAlllMMU MeTKaMu MCTUHHOCTU. Bce
MBICJTU TYT K€ CMETAaeT BOJHOW YHCTOTO OCJIENHTEHHOTO UyB-



CTBa €JMHEHMsI, KOTOPOE He B CUJIAX PEOI0JIETh HU OfIHA ITOCTO-
POHHSI MBICTIb. B 3Ty cekyHy Bech mor mup — 310 Kasn. Ceui-
yac 5 Jaxxe He MOMHIO, 4To Ha Hac cMoTpuT Codust u Bukrop.
Haxkonen, Kasu oTpbiBaeTcst OT MouX ry0 W miemyeT MHE Ha
yX0, 4TOOBI OOJIbIIIE HUKTO HE CIIBIIIIAT:
— S Hagetock, uTo Oyaymmas HOub COMU3UT Bac elle CUIbHee.
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Kasn

— ¢ Haneioch, 4to Oymyrias HOYb COJM3UT Bac €Ile CHJTb-
Hee, — FOBOPIO 51, IyBCTBYS HETIPEOAOINMOE XKeJlaHHe, KOTOpoe
HAapOYHO Tamty B ceOe, yCMUPsIsl IPakoHa BHYTPU MEHsI, YTOOBI
BBIIJIECHYTh BCE CETOIHsI HOYBIO, HA JIBYX MOMX KEH, OfIHY UC-
TUHHYIO, 1 OfHY TaiiHy0. f Be1opan Codwuio nepBoi, eciim AHHA
COMU3UTCS C HEell, CMUPHUTCS C TeM, UTO Tereph ee )KU3Hb Hepas-
JenuMa C 3TOW JIEBYLIKOM, TO OHA CMHUPHTCS U C OCTAIbHBIMU
IOBYMSL.

Mory MOKJISICTBCSI, UTO BUKY €/IBa 3aMETHBIE OTONECKU Jpa-
KOHBETO OTHSI B IJIa3aX MOEW UCTMHHOM, IPUHUMAS], OYEBHTHO,
oTOJIECK MOWMX I71a3 32 ee cOOCTBeHHBI cBeT. Ho Kak ke Kpacu-
BBI B 9Ty MHUHYTY €¢ I71a3a MOJTHbIe BO3MYIIIeHUs U sipocTu. OHa
pa3MaxumBaeTcs, YTOObl yAIAPUTh MEHS, HO 51 JISTKUM JIBUKEHUEM
NIepexBaThIBAIO ¢ PYUKY, He TIO3BOJISISI €l KOCHYThCSI MOETO JIU-
1a.

— Tbl MOMUMHHMIIILCS, TIOTOMY 4TO s Tebe nprKaxy. Ecim s
NIPUKAXY, Tl OyZIenb MOOUTh ee, Kak poaHyio cectpy. Ecimm s
NPUKAXY, TH OyJelb YMOJSITh, YTOOB OHA pa3fesniia ¢ HaMH
HoCTeNb, TIOTOMY UTO 51 — Bce AJIs TeOsl, Tocie Haiero oora,,
— TOBOPIO 5 TAaK K€ THXO, HO C TBEPIOCTBIO B TOJIOCE, KOTOpAs
BCerJa cMupsieT AHHY, CKOJIBKO Obl HETOJJOBaHMsI OHA HE WCITHI-



ThIBaJIa. S ee MyX 1 OHa OyleT MpUHUMATh BCe, UTO s Bemmo. Ta-
KOBA MOsI CyTb.

— Thbl 4ynoBuILE, — IIENYET OHA €[Ba CJIBIIIHO, TaK YTO
TOJIBKO MOM OCTPBIY CIIyX JPAKOHA MOXET pacC/blIlaTh.

— 41 npakoH u TBOU MyxX. §l TBOU KHSI3b U Thl HE CMEEIIIb HE
JOBEPATh MOEMY PEILLEHHMIO.

K Moemy yauBiieHMIO, OHa He IU1a4eT. TOJMBKO MPUCTAIBbHO
CMOTPUT Ha MeH4. fI MbITaloCh MPOYUTATh O YEM OHA Ceryac 1y-
MAeT, HO BIEPBbIE B )KU3HU MHE KaXKETCsl, UTO 51 HE BIIOJIHE MOTY
YUTATh €€ MBICIIN.

Kakoii aOcypn, oHa Bceraa Obuta Al MeHs, KaK OTKpBITas
kHura. Kaxnas ee MbICITb ¥ KQXK/blil TOPBIB €€ TYIIN ObLT MOHSI-
TEH U OYEBUJIEH 7151 MEHSI.

Yro ke cirydnsioch Tenepb? YTo 3T0 3a OrOHb, IUIEHTYIIUICS B
ee miazax. Heyxenu B Hel MpoCHy/1ach CaMOBOJIbHAS TOPAOCTD?

Ha c 4vero Bapyr? JleBouka BO3OMHUJA O ceOe JIMIIHEro?
Hy:xHo nmoroBoputh ¢ BUKTOpOM, 4YTOOBI BBIOWT M3 HEE ITY Y Pb.

Xors... EcTb B 3TOM OTHE 4TO-TO MpOoOyXkJaoliee BO MHE JKe-
JIAHWE TaKOM CUJIbI, O KOTOPOU £ Ja)KE€ PaHbILIE HE JOTabIBAJICS.

— Thl 10/KHA TIOMHUTH CBOE MECTO, — TOBOPIO 5 €1, U OT-
MYCKAalo ee PyKy, — TBOE MECTO BO3JIe MOMX HOI', AHHA, TaK Be-
nen Oor. 4 pemmaro, a T Aenaentb. M, ObITh MOXET, Thl XOUEIIIb,
4yT10oOBl HAaC YHUUTOXWIU? Ecny HacneqHUKOM cienaioT J1o00ro
U3 OTIPBICKOB JII0OOOT0 APYroro KHsI3s1, HaMm KoHerl. OHM 3aBuj1y-
10T HaM, XOTSIT 3aHSATh HaIlle MECTO, ¥ BCErJja HEHaBU/IE/IM HAC 32
TO, YTO UMIIEPATOP BBIAEIIAJ MEHS CPEU BCEX, Yallle IPYTHUX.



— [loaToMy HYXHO ycTpauMBaTh rapeM U BTSTMBaThb MEHs B
CBOU pasBpaTHble Urpbl? — CrpammBaeT AHHA C TaKOW SPO-
CTbIO, KOTOPOU 51 B HEMl HUKOTAA HEe BUjIE.

4 nepeBoiy B35 ¢ AHHBI Ha BUKTOpa, KOTOPBIN CTOUT I1O-
OZ1aJTh U OIYCTHUB TOJIOBY TUXO Moyutcsl. Ero o0ox:keHHast Koxa
Ha rOJIOBE HEMPUSATHO OJNIECTUT B CBETE 1IEPEMOHUAIIBHBIX OTHE!
niepe/1 aaTapeM.

— BuKTOp, — roBOpIO 1 €My, — NOroBOpU ¢ AHHOM, BUIUT
oor, s caenai Bce, yto Mor. O0bsicHU e, uto conmm3uthbes ¢ Co-
¢ueit u npyrumu aeByimkamu eit mpuaercs. OObSICHH, YTO ITOTO
xoueT Oor.

BukTop nogHMMaeT rojioBy ¥ CMOTPUT MHE B 11a3a. Ero Beku,
JIVIIIEHHBIE PECHUIL, IPOKAT, a OpOBU ObLUTH Obl HAXMYPEHBI, €CITH
Obl Ha MecTe OpoBel y jkpela He ObUIO OBl IIPAMOB OT OXKOTOB.

— Jla, MOW KH$I3b, 51 IOTOBOPIO C AHHOM.

— Bor u xoporto, — 6pocalio 51, BBIXO/Is1 U3 MOJIEJTbHOWM KOM-
HAThl, CHOBA OCTaBJisisd Bukropa u AHHY HaeMHeE.

Codust TMXO UAET PSIOM CO MHOM, OITYCTHB CBOIO XOPOIIIEHb-
KYIO TOJIOBKY.

— He obwuxkaiicsa Ha Hee, Musiast Mosi, — roBopio 1 Coun,
— OHa NoMOOUT TeOs1, OHA MOWMET, Ha KaKYIO )KePTBY Thl UACIIIb
paau Hac. Y Hee MsATKasl v 100past qyIia, HO ceiuac B Hel TOBO-
PUT PEBHOCTD U SAPOCTh.

— ¢ He 3Hal0, KaKk MHe OBITh C Hell, MHE KaKeTCsl OHa Bcera
OyzieT MeHs1 HeHaBu 1eTh, — JienieueT Codust, 1 OOTM3BIBAET CBOU
TIOTPECKABIIMECS ITyXJIble TYOKH.



— JloBepbcsi MOEMY CIIOBY, — TOBOPIO I, HAITyCKasl Ha ce-
Os1 CypOBBIT BU, YTOOBI HEMHOTO B30OIPUTH JIEBOUKY, — WA
ThI CYMTACIIIb, YTO MOETO CJIOBA HEJIOCTATOUHO, YTOOBI MOSI JKEeHa
crienaia Bce, 4To Hy)KHO?

— Her, Hert, 4TO BBI, KHSI3b, — CO CTPAXOM TOBOPUT cousi
Y IPUKPBIBAET POT JIAJOIIKON, Kak OyITO camMa OOMTCS TOro, YTO
HEYasTHHO MOKET CKa3aTh.

4 Bxoxy B crosioBylo BMecTe ¢ Coduei.

Ha ctone mMeHs yxe KIeT 3aBTpak.

[Ipu Buze covarmerocsi MsCHBIM COKOM CTEHKa, OT KOTOPOTO
elle UIeT map, poT HATIOHSIETCS CIIIOHOM.

4l pazpesaio couartieecst MsICO M OTIIPABJISII0 APOMATHBIN KYCOK
B POT, YyBCTBYsI HEBEpOSTHOE HAC/IAKCHUE U 1aXe Ha MIHOBE-
HYE TIPUKPBIBAIO IJ1a3a OT YIOBOJIbCTBUSL.

Jla, 3T0 MMEHHO TO, YTO MHe ceityac HyxHO. Houb, Hamon-
HEeHHasl CTpacThio, MpolyxaeHue ot Jack Copun 1 cOuHOE M-
co Ha 3aBTpak. Eciu Obl TOJIBKO HE 3TOT HETIPUSITHBINA Pa3roBOP
C HEMOKOPHOW AHHOHM, HOYb U YTPO MOXHO ObLJIO OB CUMTATH
uneansHeiMiA. Hy Hudero, BukTop noroBopwur ¢ Heit. OH cremnaer
BCe, UTOOBI yOeauTh ee ObITh Oosiee CMUPEHHOU. 3psl UTO JIU S
IJI1a4y TaKME OTPOMHBIE B3HOCHI €r0 OpIEHY BeecoxkeHUA? OH
NPEKPacHO 3HAET, YTO eciu OyJeT NepeunTh MHE, BCe, Yero J0-
ObeTCsl, 9TO BHICBUTIKM OOpPAaTHO B MOHACTHIPh, @ HA €r0 3aMeHy
€MHCKOIIBI PUIILTIOT KOro-HUOY/Ib MOCTOBOPYKBEE.

BceOnaroii 1pakoH, Kakoe e COYHOe MSICO.

— KHs13b, — BAPYT cIiblILy s1 pOOKUI TOJIOC pacHOPsAUTEA,



CKJIOHUBIIIETOCSI HaJI0 MHOM COOKY.

[TpuxoauTcs OTOpBAThCS OT HACTAKICHUS CTEUKOM.

— Yero Tebe?

— IIpoctuTe, YTO HapylIalO Balll 3aBTPaK, HO MPUObLT BaX-
HBII BU3UTEP OT UMITepaTopa.

— Hy Koro e1ie npuHecso B caMbli HEOAXOAAIUN MOMEHT ?
— Crhpammsaio s pa3apa)xeHHo.

— Apxumaructp Taiaen, muwiopa. OH roBOpUT, 4TO A€JI0 HE
TEPIUT OTJIaraTesbCTBa.

3HauNT MPUCKAKAJI-TaKH, pa3IepH ero mnekJjo, oparer Jlnm-
aHBbl.

HacrpoeHue cpasy ke noprurcs.

Ha 4ro emy Hazo?

— 30BH €ro CIo1a, — PE3KO MPUKA3bIBAI0 PACIIOPAIUTENIO,
— He XBaTaJlo ellle HapylIaTh 3aBTPaK U3 3a Hero. M mpuHecuTe
ere npuOopsl i roctsl. A tede, Codus, jTyullie He NMomnajaThCs
Ha I71a3a NOCTOPOHHUM, TaK YTO OCTaBb MEHSI.

Yro xe emy Hano? Heyxenu sABUICA Pa3HIOXUBATH IO ITPUKa-
3y CBOEi cecTpuuKu? A 4TO €ciid OH MOKET Pacro3HaTh OTCYT-
CTBHE HACJIEIHUKA Y MO UCTUHHOW?

Her, aTOMY I0HITy Ha BUJI He OOJIbIIIe JBAIIATH, PAHT apXHMa-
TMCTpa €My SIBHO Ha3HAYMJIM TOJIBKO Olarogapsi poacTBY C MMITe-
paTopcKOM UCTUHHOM.

XoTs, HyKHO Obl IEpECTPaxOBaThCS.

1 OBICTPO MOA3HIBAIO CIYTY M OT/AI0 HECKOJIBKO MPUKA3AHUM.
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AHHa

Crnpiny ynansronmecs maru Kasna u ero gesku. Cepane ko-
JIOTUTCS Kak OellleHoe, MOATOHsIEMOe SIPOCThIO IpAKOHA BHYTPU
MeHs1. LlepeMoHManbHbIe (hakenbl OTPECKUBAIOT, PaclpocTpa-
HsIsl CUJIbHBIN 3amax sKK€HOM CMOJIBL. $1 BOBIXAI0 TOT 3arax Mos-
HOH T'PYIbl0 M BO3HOIIIY MOJUTBY K OOTy-IpakoHy. B Heil Her
CJIOB, JIUIITH TTPOCh0a M30ABUTH MEHsI OT ITOM MYKH, CAeaTh TaK,
YTOOBI MHE HE MPUXOIWIOCH TEPIIETh ST YHUKEHHU s, KOHIIA KO-
TOPBIM, TIOXOXE, He OyJIeT.

4l BcTaio Ha KOJIeHH, He oOparas BHUMaHHS Ha XOJIOZ TBEp-
JOTr0 KaMHS.

3a uto MHe 310 Bce? Heyxenu st He Oblia UCTOBO BEpYIOIIEH B
JpaKoHa Bce 3Tu rofpl? Heykenn He NOCBATHIIA BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb
ciyxernto? Heyxenmu Obl1a 1toxoit skeHowi? Mnm 6or xouer, 4to-
Obl 51 ckazasa KasHy mpaBay v OSTOMY MCIIBITHIBAET MEHS Ta-
KUMM CTPALIHBIMU MbITKAMU ?

Kak mMos1 kM3Hb MOTIJIa IPEBPATUTHCS B aJ] TAK CTPEMUTEIIBHO?
Jlail MHE XOTbh KaKOi-HUOY/Ib 3HAK. . .

— BrI He BUHOBaThl, AHHA, — CJIbIlLy 51 rojioc Bukrtopa.

4l B3pparuBaio oT HeOXKUIAHHOCTU. S OblIa B TAKOU SPOCTH.
Bosnb 0Opymmiack Ha MeHsI TAKAM TIOTOKOM, UTO s 1 3a0bUIa, 9TO
3[IECh CeJac He OJHA.



— Bor He moOUT MeHsl, — TOBOPIO 1, BHITUPAsi CJIE3bI.

— Bui onmmbaeTech, — X0 roBoput BuKTOp, BCTaBas Ha KO-
JIEHU PsIJIOM CO MHOW.

Sl BUXy ero 000X KEeHHbIE KpacHbIe PYKH, JIUIIICHHbIE HOTTEH.
MHe cTpalitHo CMOTpPETh Ha HUX U 51 OTBOPAYMBAIOCh.

— bor cripaBeyiuB 1 MAJIOCTUB, — TUXO TOBOPUT BUKTOD,
— ¥ TeM CUJIbHEE UCTIBITAHUE, YeM OOJIbIIe OH JIOOUT.

— DTo He ucnbITaHUE, — TOBOPIO I, — ITO YOUICTBEHHASI
nbITKA. $1 IymMasa OH JIIOOWT MeHS, sI JiyMasa, YTo XOTh 4TO-TO
3Haio 00 3TOM Mupe. A gymana, ecinu Oymy CITyKUTh CBOEMY KHSI-
310 1 00Ty, TO BCe OyIIeT Kak HaJlo, Bce OyIeT XOPOIIIO U ITPABUITb-
HO.

— TeprieHne — 3TO HaMBBICIIAsl OJNArONETENIb, — TOBOPUT
JKpell ¥ IOHOCUT PYKY K OTHIO Ha aJiTape.

Sl BUKY, Kak ero MaJibIibl, [IOJTHOCTBIO MOK PHITHIE IIIPAMaMH OT
0XKOTOB, OXBATHIBAIOT SI3bIKM TUIAMEHH.

— TlocMoTpUTE Ha 9TO, — TOBOPUT OH CIIOKOWHBIM TOJIOCOM,
B KOTOPOM He CJIBIIITHO U HaMeKa Ha Ty 00J1b, KOTOPYIO OH, JIOJIXK-
HO OBITh, CEUacC UCIIBITHIBACT.

— He HaJto, noxasny¥icra, — MpoIIry s ero, HO OH He OTPHIBAET
PYKH OT OrHs1. 51 BUXKY, KaK ero MaJiblibl HAYMHAIOT TBIMHUThCS.

— 310 MOO0BB OOra, — FOBOPHUT OH, — 3TO €r0 OJIArOCIOBe-
HUE )T MEHSI.

— Heyxenu Bam He O0JTBHO?

— KoneuHo 6051bHO, — TOBOPUT OH, — OOJIbHO, TaK e Kak
¥ BaM, €CJI sl MOTY BOOOpa3uTh Bally 00Jjb, Ballle OTYASIHUAE U



TO YyBCTBO IpeIaTeIbCTBA, KOTOPOE Bbl UCTIBITAIIM.

— BuxkrTop, mpority, XBaTUT, — 4YyTh HE U4y £l

— Bu1 Bepute mae? — CripaiuBaeT oH, — BepUTe, uTo O0r-
JPAKOH JIIOOUT BacC TaK ke, Kak U MeHs?

— [Ha, na! — TlocrenrHo roBoOpIo 51, M OH, HAKOHEIl, youpaet
PYKY OT OTHSI.

— 3aueM BHI 3TO caenann?

— ITO MYCTIKU, — TOBOPUT OH, — MHE 3TO TOJIBKO Ha IMOJIb-
3y. Eciu 9T0 moMokeT BaM MOHSATH JIydIlie, sl TOTOB CHEIaTh 3TO
CO BTOPOM PYKOM.

— Her, Her, noxanyicra, He Hajl0, — 4YyTb HE Iiagy s.

— 51 He Mory ckazarb cJIoBa MPOTUB KHsI351, — rOBOPUT BuUK-
TOp, 3aMaThiBasi O00XKKEHHYIO PYKY B TPSIIHILYy, — HO S XOUy,
9TOOBI BBI 3HAJIH, YTO 51 BCeria Oy1y CIyKUTh BaM, OTOMY YTO S
HE BUJIEJI HUKOTO, KOTro OO0T-/IPaKkoH JIIOOWIT OBl OOJIbIIE, YeM Bac.

['onoc BukTopa 3By4nT CIOKOMHO M pa3MepeHHO, CJIOBHO OH
YUTAET MOJIUTBY.

— Ilouemy BbI Tak aymaere? — CrpaliMBalpo s, 3arisabpIBast
B €I'0 I71a3a JIMIIEHHBIE PECHMUII.

BwMmecTo oTBeTa OH 3aiepKMBAET HA MHE JIOJITMH B3MJISI/ U €/1Ba
3aMETHO KMBAaeT.

W B 3TO0 MrHOBEHUE 5 IOHMMAIO, YTO OH 3HAET, UTo 51 Oepe-
MeHHa OyaymmMm HacnenHukoMm Kasna. [To criHe Moelt pooe-
ralT Mypailiku.

OH 3HaeT 1 OH He CcKa3aj eMy.

— Bor roBoput uepe3 Bac, AHHA, 1 OH TOBOPUT C BAMH, Yepe3



9yJ0, KOTOPOE MOChLTaeT TONbKO U30PAHHBIM U3 JIIOZIEH.

— 3HAYWT BHI. ..

— He HyXHO HUYEro roBOpUThH, — MepeOuBaeT MEHsI OH.

— Ho nouemy BbI He ckazanu emy? — Bcee paBHO cripaiivBaio
o1.

— [ToTtoMy 4TO BBI HE CKa3aJin, — €/1Ba CJIBIIIHO OTBEYAET OH.
41 He mory Buzeth Oyayiiee. Bee, 4to y MeHs1 eCcTb — 3TO Bepa.
U 51 Beplo BalieMy peleHuio.

— Cnacu60, — TOBOpIO s, — BIIEPBbIE 3a MOCJEIHNUE JTHU
YyBCTBY#, UTO 51 HE OJJHA, UTO Y MEHs eCTh COl03HUK. OH He cTa-
HET MOMOraTh MHE, IOTOMY YTO HE MOXET HApyIIUTh KJISTBY,
nannyio Kasny, Ho oH u He cta”eT meniath. C cepalia B 3Ty Mu-
HYTY, CJIOBHO Obl CBAJIMBAETCS] OTPOMHBIN TPY3, KOTOPBIH 51 MOTY
Pa3[euTh C IPYTUM YEIOBEKOM.

4 ¢ GnaronapHOCTBIO CMOTPIO Ha Bukropa.

— Yto MHe aenarh? — CrpammBaio si, Ocjie MUHYTHOTO
MOJTYAHMSI.

— Bbl y3HaeTe, 4TO HYKHO J1e/1aTh, KHATHHS, TOTOMY 4TO OH C
BaMH, — roBopuT BukTop u Bcraet ¢ koseH. He roBops Oosblie
HU CJIOBa, OH OTXOJIUT K CTEHE, OIyCKAET T'OJIOBY U MOrPYyKaeTCs
B MOJIUTRY.

Sl ele Kakoe-TO BpeMsl CMOTPIO Ha HEro, a MOTOM TUXOHBKO
BCTaIo U YXOXKY K cebe.

Teneps Onaronapst Buktopy 51 4yBcTBYI0 B cebe cuity, KOTO-
pOMi paHbIlle BO MHE He ObLJIO M PEIMMOCTh, KOTOPOM MHE He
XBarajo.



— Tl'ocnioxka! — Crpliiy s ronoc OJHOM U3 CIIyKaHOK, KOrjaa
Uy TI0 KOPUAOPY K cebe B KOMHATY.

OnHa HaroHsieT MEH U €/1Ba JIbIIIa TOBOPUT.

— Hy:xHo HageTh BOT 3TO IUIaThe, KHA3b MPUKA3aJ HE Melll-
KaTb. Y Hac rocTu.

— T'octn? — ChopammBsaio 1.

— Ha, cam apxumaructp Taijen pemuia NoYTUTh HAC BU3U-
TOM.

[Tpu yrnoMuHaHWW STOrO UMEHU B TOJIOBE BO3HUKAET 00pa3
MOJIOZIOTO TIEIUTENS C cepeOpsSHBIMU BOJIOCaMH. §1 BCHOMHHAIO,
KaK OH JeJIMJICA CO MHOW CWJIOW B TOT J€Hb, KOrJja UMIIEPATOp
coOpast Bcex y ceOs1, Kak pa30rHal YepHbIid TyMaH, KOTOPbIi 3a-
BOJIOK BCE BOKPYT, U 10 KOXe MPOOeralnT Mypaiku. S omHoBpe-
MEHHO U XO4y YBUJETb €TI0 U IIOYEMY-TO UCIIBITHIBAIO TPENET I1e-
pell 3TOM BCTpeyeH.
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CerozHa s oTOCIaQ)Ia CIYT M OJEBAIOCh CaMa.

HaneBas To camoe 1u1aTbe ¢ HUTSIMU CUJIbI, BIIUTBIMU B HETO,
s1 C yOMBJIEHUEM 151 ceOst OOHAPYKMBAIO, YTO MOTY UyBCTBOBATh
ux. OHU OUYEHb MOXOXKU HA T€ HUTH, YTO IMPOHM3BIBAIOT BCE MOE
TEJI0, HATIOJIHSAS MEHs TEIJIOM, C TeX I0p, KakK s MOYYBCTBOBaJIA
B ce0e 3aposKIA0IyI0Cs KU3Hb MOETO ChIHA.

[Toxosxu, HO He 70 KOHIIA. DTH HUTU KaXYTCS TPyObIMU, OHH
He IMyJIbCUPYIOT KaK Te, YTO BHYTPU MEHS, a eJjBa 3aMETHO BUO-
pupyioT. Pa3Huna HeOonbInas, HO s HOHMMAIO U 1yBCTBYIO €e.

Kak xe cuibHO pruckyer KasH BeeM, nonarasch Ha HUX.

¢ BcmomuHa0 B3r1aa KHA3d CajtemMca, IMOJTHBIN HEHABUCTUA U
HeBepyrs. OH TOYHO OYYBCTBOBAJI U MOJJIMHHBIE 3HAKY ITPUCYT-
CTBHUS HACJIE[IHMKA BO MHE U 3TH NOAJEIIbHBIE HUTH, BUIMTHIE B
UIaThe, Pacro3Haj, HO He TMOHSUI, YTO 9TO TaKoe, COUTHIN C TOJ-
Ky.

Cepaue BApYr OXBaTbIBa€T XOJIOZ, OT OCO3HAHUS TOTO, Ha
Kpaio KakoW MponacTy Mbl Obl Bce ObUIH, eciy Obl HAac/leHUKA
Ha CaMOM J€JIe He ObLIO.

9x, Kasn, uro xe Thl Aenaenis. .. bezpaccynctBo Moxer mo-
ryouTh Te0s1.

EnBa s ycrieBaio HaJeTh IJIaThe, KaK CIBIILY CTYK B JBEPb.

— l'ocnoxka, — roBOpHUT Cily’)kaHKa, — €CJIM Bbl TOTOBBI, ap-
xumarucrp Taizesn kenaer Bac BUIETb.



— 4 roroBa, — B3bIXal0 51, B MOCJAEIHUI pa3 IS/l Ha ce-
Os1 B 3epKaJio, YyBCTBYsI CTPAHHOE, HE CBOMCTBEHHOE ISl MEHS
BOJIHEHUE B 5Ty MUHYTY.

4l ocraHaBNMBAIO CITYT, KOTOPbIE, 3aBUIEB MOE MPUOIMKEHE,
COOMPAIOTCS YCITYKJIMBO OTBOPUTH MHE JIBEPH B CTOJIOBYIO. [Tpu-
KPBIBAIO 7132 1 KTy HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I, YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTD OBIO-
meecs cepaue. [lepexnBanusi CErOIHSAIIHETO yTpa He MpPOLUIU
JUIs1 MEHS 1apOM.

— 41 cnpllly OT3BYKM pa3roBopa, HO paccbliliaTh, YTO UMEH-
HO TOBOPSAT, HE MOTY.

HakoHell, HEMHOTO YCIOKOMBIIIMCD, 51 cama TOJIKAI0 ABEpU U
BXOKY.

A Buxy Taiinena, KOTOPbIN CLIOKOMHO CUIIUT, TIONIOKUB PYKU
Ha CTOJI, JTaJIoHsIMU Briepenl. Ero nymHHBIE cepeOpsiHHbIE BOJIOCHI
cerofHsi 3a0paHbl Ha3aj, HaNoIOOKWe TOro, KaK JENaioT BOUHBI.
OH KaxeTcsl yIMBUTEIbHO COOPAHHBIM, CIIOBHO ONACHBINA XUIII-
HUK, KOTOPBIA TOTOB CJIEJIaTh PEIIAONINN OPOCOK.

3pmech SIBHO ObLT KaKOW-TO HE CIMIIKOM JPYKETOOHBIN pa3-
rOBOP, KOTOPBIH 51 MPOITYCTHJIA.

Taiigen npu MoeM NMOSIBIIEHUH BCTAET U MOJTYa HAKJIOHSIET TO-
JIOBY B 3HAK MPUBETCTBUSI.

— O, BOT 1 1 AHHa, — BCTaBas CO CBOErO Kpecia, FOBOPUT
KasH. OH nogxoauT KO MHE U 10 XO35CKK OepeT MeHs 3a pyKYy.
OT MeHs He YKPBIBAETCs B3IJIs, KOTOPBII OH MeJIbKOM Opocaet
Ha Tainena. B3rnsn npe3peHus u HENMPUS3HU.

— Bepure teneps, Tanpen? Mos keHa COBEPIIEHHO 340PO-



Ba M U MOXHO CKa3aTh CBETUTCS OT MEPETIOHSIONIEH ee KU3HU.
EcrecTBeHHO, Belb OHa HOCHUT TIOJI CEpALeM OyIyIero nMIepa-
Topa!

KasH 1ieyer Moo pyKy U, oJBe/isi MeHsl K CTOJTy, CakaeT psi-
JIOM ¢ cOOOH, Tak, 4ToObI OH ObLT MeXx 1y MHOW 1 Taimenom. B
TOJIOBY 3aKpaJIbIBAETCSI CTPaHHAs MBIC/b. Heyxenn oH peBHyeT?
Heyxemu 6ourcs ero?

— 41 pana Bac BUeTh, — roBopio s Opaty JInnuaHbl, — O4eHb
MPUSTHO, YTO Bbl TIOUTHIJIA HAC BUZUTOM.

— MHe oueHb IPUSATHO BUJIETH BaC B JOOPOM 3/IpaBU, — T'0-
BOPHUT OH CBOMM THUXUM TJTyOOKUM rojiocoM. Ero riaza, Tak mo-
XO’KMe Ha TJ1a3a CECTPbI, CIOBHO Obl 3arJIsIIBIBAIOT MHE B CaMyl0
JyIILy, HO sl CMeJIO BBIIEP;KUBAIO STOT B3IJISI, XOTh OH U BOJIHYET
¥ CMYIIIAeT MEHsI OJTHOBPEMEHHO.

— Jla, — oTBevawo s, — 5 yXke, MOKHO CKa3arh, U 3a0blIa O
TOM, YTO MPOU3OIILIO TaM, Ha IPUEMe y uMIeparopa.

— Bei Gosiblnie He BUIETN 3TOT YePHBIN TYMaH? — C TPEBOTon
B TOJIOCE CIIPAIINBAET OH.

— PasBe 4TO camyio MajocTh, HA CAMOM KPalo 3peHUSI.

Ycnbiias 3T0 OH XMYpUTCst U CMOTpUT Ha KasHa.

— BuI pazpermre MHE OCMOTPETS Ballly UICTUHHYIO? — CITpa-
mmBaeT Taaesn, — s HeMHOTO OOJIbIIe y3HAT 00 STOM CUMIITO-
Me ¥ IIPUYNHE, TI0 KOTOPOX OH MOXET BO3HUKHYTh, U HE BJIaBa-
SICh B JIMIIIHUE TIOIPOOHOCTH, MOTY CKa3aTh, YTO ITO MOXKET ObITh
JOBOJIBHO OTACHO B HEKOTOPBIX CITydasiX.

— Epynnma, — ormaxuBaercsi Kasn, — oHa ke cka3ajia Bam



y’ke, YTO YyBCTBYET ceOsl XOPOIIIO, HEYKeJlu BaM MaJo ee cioBa?
— JlaBaiiTe Jry4iie g IOKaxy BaM Halll 3aMOK.

['onoc Kasna 3Byunt noOpoayiiHo u npuBeTinBo. Eciu Obl st
HE 3HaJIa ero Tak XOpOoIIIo, 51 Obl U BIIPaBy MOBEPHJIA, YTO OH XO-
YeT JIOCTaBUTh YIOBOJIbCTBUE I'OCTIO, ITOKA3aB €My 3aMeuareib-
HBII BUJI, KOTOPBI OTKpbiBaeTcs ¢ Gamed. Ho 51 3Hato, uto mon
BHEIIIHEN BEXIMBOCTEIO0, KasH ceituac BHe ceOs ot 31oct. U ec-
71 Obl MOT, OH Obl BHIIBBIPHYJT Taiiiena npoyb.

S knagy pyKy emMy Ha I1JIe4O U MPOILY €ro:

— MoxeT ObITh CTOUT BOCHOJIL30BATHCS MTPEJIOKEHUEM ap-
xumarucTpa? Beab He Kaxk/Ibpli IEHb MPEACTABISETCS TaKkasl BO3-
MOKHOCTb.

Ha stor pa3 KasH yxe He ckpbiBas pa3gpakeHUsi CMOTPUT
MHE B I71a3a. Ha MrHoBeHre MHE CTAHOBUTCSI OUYEHB CTPAIIHO OT
ero B3misiaa. OH CJIOBHO ObI CIIPAIIIMBACT, KaK 51 CMEI0 BECTH ce0s1
1o100HBIM 00pa30M, KOT/1a OH SICHO JaJl OHsATH Taiineny, 4to He
XOUeT MPUHUMATh ero rnpejioxkenue. [loxoxe, oH OOUTCS, YTO
Taiiien MoKeT pacno3HaTh €ro 3aTel0 C HUTSMMU B IUIAThE, I03TO-
My HE XOYeT MOAIyCKaTh ero Ko MHe. KoHeuHo, ero 31ur, 4to s
CJIOBHO Obl He TOHUMaIO 3TOoro. EMy Kaxercs, 4To s1 MpOTHUBOpE-
4y €My U3 YUCTOW MECTH.

— Kak BbI BepHO 3aMeTWIM, KHAA3b, — THUXO rOBOpUT Tanzern,
— Ballla KeHa HOCHT TOJ CepiIeM OyayIiero umreparopa, rmo-
9TOMY ceiuac ee 3I0pOBbe — 3TO aOCOMIOTHBIN IPUOPUTET. DTO
HE MOsl IPUXOTh — 3TO pachopsikeHue cpersenniero. Tak 4To
MOE€ MOSIBJIEHUE 3]IECh, TO, MOKHO CKa3arh, JI€JI0 FOCYJapCTBEH-



HOE.

$I MoTy MOKJISICTBCSI, UTO CIIBIINTY, Kak KasH ckpunut 3ydamu
ot 370cty. OH MPUKPHIBAET IJ1a3a, SIBHO MBITASICh CMUPHUTD Pa3-
ropamooiuiics B HeM raeB. bynp Ha mecte Taizena KTo yrogHo
apyroit, Kasn Obl He ciepKUBaJICS U IaBHO BBIIBBIPHYJI Obl €70
32 HaIJIOCTb.

— Xopo1o, — HakoHel, roBoput Kasn, — Ho ocmoTp Oyner
MIPOUCXOJIUTH NPU MHE.

— Hckmoueno, — rosoput Taiifen, — BHYTpU Bac OYEHb
MHOTO aKTUBHOH CHJIBI, KOTOpas momemiaer MHe. Heooxomumo
OCTaBUTb HAC C AHHON HAaeJUHE.

— Bbl gymaere, 4To 51 IPOCTO Tak MO3BOJIIO. ..

— $1 e xoten mpuderaTh K 3ToMy, — nepeduBaet Kasna Taii-
JeJ1, — HO y MEHs eCTh Oymara OT UMIIepaTopa, eClii BaM Yrofi-
HO, Bbl MOXETE O3HAKOMUTbCSI.
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— V Bac ecTb IeCATb MUHYT, — 4yTb JIM HU IMNUT KasH
Ha Taiiiena, npesx/je 4eM NOKMHYTh KOMHATy, B KOTOPYIO JIMYHO
MEHS OTBEJL.

Tanpen cmorput Ha KasHa cMmeno u He OTBOIMT B3MIAga. B
BBIPAKEHUHM JIMIIA MOJIOZIOTO apXMMarucTpa HeT HA HameKa Ha
BPaXJeOHOCTh, WU 3710CTh. ECIM OH M MCHIBITHIBAET KaKHe-TO
5MOLIMU B 3TOT MOMEHT, OH He MOJAET BUJy, MACTEPCKU MACKU-
pysl CBOM UyBCTBa Iiepe]l MOMM UCTUHHBIM.

— XO0po1o, KHA3b, — HAKOHELl, TOBOPUT OH, KaK CKaXeTe.

— 41 6yny xmath 3a ABepbio, — roBoput KasH, niemyer Moo
PYKY U [IOKMJIAeT KOMHATY.

OcraBummice HaeauHe ¢ TaigenoM, f 4yBCTBYIO CTPaHHYIO
HEJIOBKOCTB, IPUUMHA KOTOPOW MHE HE BIIOJIHE fICHA.

S 1 Tak HEYacTo OCTaOCh HAGJUHE C IOCTOPOHHUMU MYKUM-
Hamu, a Taiifen eme ¥ cTpaHHBIM 0Opa30M BOJHYET MEH$, 4TO
KaeTCsi MHE COBCEM HEYMECTHBIM, TaK YTO. s TOHIO 3TH YyBCTBa
OT ce0s1 N30 Bcex CrJl. Bamisa ero mnoHMMaroyx a3 CJIOBHO Obl
3aXBaThIBAET MEHS B IUJIEH U CTPAHHbIM BHYTPEHHUI TPENET BO3-
HMKaeT caM coOO0M, BOIIPEKU MOEMY JKEJIAHUIO .

Moii Oor, 51 He JOJIKHA TOrO UCHIBITHIBATh. Yero Obl HU MPO-
M30LI0 MeX 1y MHOM U KasHoM... D10 Hexopowio. ..

— CappTe, NOXKaNyicTa, KHATUHSA, — TOBOPUT OH MSATKUM
T'OJIOCOM M £ IIOCJTYIIHO CaXYyChb.



— 41 He xoTen, YToOBI Balll My 3HAJ, — HAYMHAET TOBOPUTD
OH, — HO JJI51 MEH$1 OYEBUJICH OIMH (DaKT, KOTOPBIN KpalHe Tpe-
BOXKUT MEHSI.

— O uem BbI? — clipalllMBalo 1, 4YyBCTBYs, KaK Ceple Moe
HaYMHAET OUTHCA YaCIIIE.

— Kr0-10 HacktaeT Ha Bac nop4yy, — roBOpPUT OH, — U MPO-
VICXOJIUT 3TO YK€ JTaBHO.

4 ynuBneHHo cmoTpio Ha Taiifena,, He MIOHUMasi O YEM OH T'o-
BOPHUT.

— Yro 3HauuT nopya? Bel XOTUTE CKa3ark, 4TO. ..

— Marus, o4yenb mioxast Marusi. YepHelii TymaH, O KOTOPOM
Bbl MHE paccKazaju. S y3Hall, YTO 3TO TaKOE U JIMYHO Y MEHsI HET
HU MaJIeUIIero COMHEHUsI B TOM, YTO KTO-TO CIIEUaIbHO TPaBUII
BaC OYEHb JOJITOE BPEMs, HE3AMETHO, IO Karule, KaX bl JIEHb.

— TpaBun? — s NPUKPBHIBAIO POT PYKOU, YYyBCTBYS, KaK IO
crivHe OeryT HeMpUsITHbIE MapallKy.

Taiigen caguTcsi HAIPOTUB MEHSI U JKECTOM MPOCUT J1aTh eMy
PYKY.

— JlaBaiiTe npoBepUM.

4l mocynHoO Kiagy pyKy Ha ero MpoTsSHYTYIO JIalOHb U OH Of-
HOU pyKoW OepeT MeHsl 3a 3aIlsCThe, a MaJbIlaMu JPYTOu, Tpo-
BOJIUT IO JIMHUSIM Ha JIAJOHHU.

— 3akpourTe 11a3a, NoXaJIylcTa, — rOBOPUT OH, — 51 TIOKAXKY
BaM.

4l 3aKpbIBalo I71a3a U YyBCTBYIO, KaK OT €r0 PyKH UJET CTPaH-
HOE TEIUIO, KOTOPOE BJIMBAETCS B MEHS.



— CocpenoToubTech Ha OCTaTKax TyMaHa, €CJId OH €Il €CTh.
Bu1 BuguTe ero?

— Her, — rosopio 1.

— TMonpoGyiiTe MpUIISAETHC.

S nonro cmKy € 3aKpBITBIMU I71a3aMU, OLyLIAs TEIUIO PYKH
Taiiiena v HAKOHEN, TIe-TO HA CAMOM KPal BOCHPUSATHSA, 51 HA-
YMHAI0 YYBCTBOBATh TOHKHUE 3aBUXPEHUSA YEPHOIO TYMaHa, KO-
TOPBI HUKY/A He JIeJICSI, HO JIUIIIb 3aTawuicsl B TTyOuHe.

— 41 BUKy €ro, — roBopIo 51 JPOKAIIUM T'OJIOCOM.

— Tenepsp 51 ycUIII0 NOTOK SHEPrUU, — TOBOpUT Tanpaen, —
HE ITyTranuTech.

Cpazy ke 1mocJjie ero cjoB, s HAUMHAI0 YyBCTBOBATh, UTO TY-
MaH, 3aBUBAIOIINNCS KOJIBIIAMU U CIIUPAJISIMU, HAUUHAET ChEKHU-
BaTbCs, OTCTYIIATh HA3a/l, CJIOBHO apMUs, IOKUAAOLIA CBOU I10-
3ULMU Y OTCTYyNAKIas B CTpaxe.

— 4 yyBCTBYI0, — 1IENYY 51, — BbI NofaBJIsieTe ux. OHM OT-
CTYIAIOT.

— Jlump Ha BpeMs, — € rOpeyblo B T'OJIOCE TOBOPUT OH U
OTITYCKAeT MOIO PYKY.

Crout emy caenath 3TO, KaK sl Cpa3y BUXKY, YTO OHU BO3Bpa-
HIAI0TCS HA TIPEXKHUE MECTA, Pa3/IpakeHHO U3BUBASICh U ITYJIbCU-
Py, 3aM0IHSS YEPHOTOM TO MECTO, OTKY/Ia TOJIBKO YTO OTCTYIIH-
JIN.

— Yem OoJbliie ocadieH Balll 1yX, TeM MPOIIe UM 3aBJIaJeTh
Bamu. HO BbI CHJIbHBI, KaK CHJIbHA Ballla BEPA, U TOT KTO 3aTeslI
HeJo0poe MPOTUB Bac, MOYTH HE MEET IITAHCOB.



— BbI roBopute, moutn? — 51 OTKPHIBAIO IJ1a3a U CMOTPIO HA
Tanpena.

— Jlaxe camMOro CHJIBHOTO YeJIOBEKa MOXHO CJIOMaTh, €CJIU
NPUMEHUTh JOCTATOUYHOE YCUIIUE.

— Ho k10 3710 Ien1aeT? — cripammsaip s YMOJISIOLIE.

Taiizen muuib NOKKUMAET TIeYaMU U B3[IbIXaeT.

— Ecmm Ob1 51 3Ha1, 51 Obl ckazan BaM. Ho 3TO MOXeT ObITh
KTO YTOIHO.

Hexopoliasi MbIC/Ib 3aKpaibIBA€TCSl B MOE CO3HAHUE U 51 CIIpa-
LIMBAIO IIENIOTOM:

— Bul 1ymaere, 94To 3TO MOXET ObITh JaXe KTO-TO U3 MOMX
6m3kux? [TosTomy BBl He XoTUTE TOBOpUTH Kasuy?

— 4 He Mory faxe MPeanoNoKUTh, IS Yero Obl KHSI3I0 MPH-
IIJTa B TOJIOBY Takasi 6e3yMHast uzes. Sl He X0uy rOBOPUTH eMy
JIMIIb TOTOMY, YTO OH, €CJTU Ceifuac y3HaeT 00 9TOM, HauHeT Mo-
JI03peBaTh BCEX BOKPYT, U, YUUTHIBAs €r0 BCIbUILYMBbINA XapakK-
Tep, MOJKeT HATBOPUTH Oej1. Y Hero HeMaJio BparoB, ¥ cefivyac Ham
HE XBaTaeT TOJILKO MEKJI0YCOOHON BOWHBI MEXy KHSI3bSIMHU.

— W BH nymaere, s He CKaxy emy? — CIpalinBaio sl.

— 41 HazeloCh, UTO BBl HE CKaxeTe, — oTBevaeT Taijien BHU-
MaTeJIbHO IJIs11s MHE B IJ1a3a.

— Ho kak s1 Mory 4yBcTBOBaTh ce0s1 B 6€30I1aCHOCTH TeTeph?

— 1 Koe uTO 1aM BaM, — TOBOPUT OH, — MOCTAPAUTECh HU-
KOMY HE TOBOPHUTb, UTO 3TO.

OH paccTeruBaeT peMHU Ha CyMKe, KOTOPYIO MPHUHEC C CO-
00i1, M TOCTAeT OTTy[a HEOONIBIIYI0 KOPOOOUKY M3 MOIMPOBAH-



HOT'O MeTaJsuia.

— S m3rotoBm 310T apredakT s Bac. OH yOepekeT Bac OT
JAJIbHENIIIETO BO3JEUCTBUS U C TEUYEHUEM BPEMEHU, BCE CHUMII-
TOMBI, YTO Bbl HCIIBITHIBAETE CEMYAC, COUYT Ha HET, JaXe €ClI
TOT, KTO 3TO JIEJIA€T, MPOAOIKUAT HACKLIATh HA BAC MIOPYY.

S1 oTKpBIBaI0 KOPOOOUKY M BUXKY BHYTPU TOHKYIO TIETIb U3 Ce-
pedpa ¢ MaJIeHbKMM KYJIOHOM B IIEHTPE KOTOPOTO KPOIIEUHBIN
royoor KaMmyInek.

— Hapenbte u crapaiitech He CHUMaTh, — TOBOPUT Tanjed,
s HAPOYHO TOCTApAJICSl CHeJaTh 3Ty Belllb Kak MOXHO Oojee
HenpuMeTHOU. Ho mycTh Bac He 0OMaHbIBaeT €e CKPOMHBIN BU/I.
Kak TOJIBKO BBl HaJIEHETE €€, Bbl Cpa3y K€ MOYYBCTBYeTe, Kak
OCTaTKM MpakKa OTCTYIAIOT.

— Cnacu60, — TOBOpIO s U TIOCKOpee Mpsiay KOpoOOUKy B
KapMaH, noka HeT Kasna. Eciu oH y3Haer, yto Taigen 4ro-to
Jajl MHe, U30ekaTh HEMPUSATHOTO Pa3roBopa He yAacTCsl.

Crout MHe yOparh ee, Kak B KOMHATy Bo3Bpaiaercsi KasH.
OHn Opocaer Tomo3puTesIbHBIN B3I HA Taiiiena u Herpusi3-
HEHHO LTypUTCS.

Taiigen CrioKOMHO 3aTArMBaeT PEMHU Ha CBOEH CyMKE, U He
oOpariasi BHUMaHHS Ha HEeMpUsI3HEHHBIN B3 KasHa, noopo-
AYIITHO YbIOAaeTCs eMy.

— BbI kak pa3 BoBpeMsi, KHsA3b. Ha cerogHsi ocMOTp 3aKOH-
YeH, — I'OBOPUT OH U BCTAeT CO CBOETO MECTA.

— W 410 BBI MOKETE CKA3aTh MOCJIE OCMOTPA? — CIPALIABAET
Kasn.



— Hackosnbko st Mory cyauTh, HIKAKOW YTPO3bl 3J0POBBIO Ba-
IIeH JKeHbI Ha JaHHbIA MOMEHT HeT. Ho ee Bce elle HeoOX0auMo
nepeouvecKy HaOMoaaTh Ha BCSIKUM cnyvaid. Tak uTo s K Bam
elle HaBeAaloCh, C BaIIero MO3BOJICHUS.

Taiigen nonxonut k KasHy v HaKJIOHSIET TOJIOBY.

— A ceifuac s BbIHYXJIEH MTOKMHYTh BAaC, MEHsI JKJIET UMIIe-
parop.

KasH nepecraer XMypuThCs U 51 YyBCTBYIO, UTO OH HEMHOTO
paccnadnsercs.

— Kak uyBctByer cebst ummnepatop? — crparmBaeT OH, Ipo-
Boxkas Taiifnena 3a aBepb. 1 uay 4yTh MOOAANB, CIIyIAS UX Pa3-
rOBOD.

— He mory cka3aTh HUYEro yTeluTeaIbHOro, — MpPayHo ro-
Boput Taiiien, — HO MBI JielaeM BcCe, YTOOBI OOJIeTYUTh €ro
crpaganus. U na, s XoTels npeaynpeanTh Bac. byabTe roroBbl B
0001 MOMEHT sIBUThCS B 3aMOK. COBETYI0 Bcerja JiepkKarh ma-
py Jiomaziel Harotose. Pernaiomuyii yac MOXET HACTYIIUTDb B KO-
raa yroaHo. iMrieparop Io/keH ycneTh nepeiaTh BaM 3HaHUE O
MECTe CBOETO 3aXOPOHEHHsI, KaK OyayIeMy HAMECTHUKY.
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OcraBImch HaeIMHE B CBOEN KOMHATE, f I0CTal0 U3 KapMaHa
apredakT, uto Bpyumns1 MHe Taiifnesn. XonoqHslil Mmetasul pyispa
TYT K€ HarpeBaeTcst OT MOETro NPUKOCHOBEHHUSI. §I OTKpBIBAIO €ro
¥ JIOCTAIO LIETIOYKY, OCJIE YEr0 Cpa3y e HaJIeBalo €€ Ha IIE.

KameHp B LIEHTpe efBa 3aMETHO IyJILCUPYET B TaKT MOEMY
COOCTBEHHOMY CepIIIeOMeHUIO, T BUXKY 3TO, TJIsiIs Ha ceOsl B 3ep-
kayo. HenmpumeTrHas MajieHbKas HENoYKa ¢ KPOXOTHBIM KAMHEM.
Bpsin 11 KTO-TO 3a10103pUT B HEW MOIIIHBIN apTedakT apXxuma-
TUCTpA.

CrouT MHe HazieThb Lielb Ha IIEI0, s TYT K€ YyBCTBYIO, KaK
OCTaTKM YEPHOIo TyMaHa, KOTOpbIE s HE 3aMeydalia 10 9TOro, OT-
CTYMAIOT MOYTHU TaK K€ CTPEMUTESIbHO, KaK OHHM OTCTYIAJIU T0-
4ysB NpUKocHOBeHue Taiinena.

Tporaio KaMeHb pyKaMH M YyBCTBYIO KOXKEH €ro MyJIbCALUIO.
B 3710 ke MrHOBEHHE 1 OUIyIIAl, Kak OyITO BMECTe C TYMAaHOM
YXOIOUT M YacTh MPAUHBIX MBICJEH, CJIOBHO YHUCTHIA KaMeHb He
TOJIBKO YOUpaeT BO3JENCTBUE MOPUM, HO U BCEJIsieT B MEHsI Ha-
JeX Iy Ha Xopoilee 1 cBemioe Oynyiee. M XoTh pa3yMoM s 1o-
Ka He NIOHMMalo, Kak Moe Oyayllee, yuuThiBasi OOCTOSITENbCTBA,
MOXeET OBITh XOPOILIUM, CEP/LIEM sl 4yBCTBYIO, UTO KaK-TO, HO BCE
JOJIKHO HAJIQJIUTBCS PaHO UJIM MO3/IHO.

— He Buzen panblie Ha TeOe 9TO yKpalleHHe, — TOBOPUT
KasH u 4 B31paruBaio oT HEOKUIAHHOCTH, — HE CJIMILIKOM JIU



OHO CKPOMHOE J/J1s1 Oy/yIlieit MaTepy umreparopa?

— Ero nogapuna MHe MaTh, — BpY 5, — OHa CKasaja, 4To
OHO MPUHOCUT yAauy Y BCEJISIET HAEKITY.

A rsoky B 3epkaiio Ha KasHa, KOTOpbIN MOAXOAUT KO MHE C3a-
I U KJIAJET PyKU Ha IUIEYH.

— Tst moctoiiHO Bena cebsi ¢ TUM I0HIIOM, — TOBOPHT OH
Y/IOBJIETBOPEHHO, — 51 OYEHb pajl, YTO HaM ylaeTcsi OOBOJMTh
uX BCeX BOKpYr maiblia. He B mocneaHion ouepenp Onaronaps
TBOEH MPEBOCXOIHOMN UTpeE.

4 CKIIOHAIO TONOBY.

— 9TO OYeHb OMACHO, — TOBOPIO 5, — OHU MOT'YT pa3o0a-
YUThb HAC U TOTAA. ..

— A 9r0 TH JyMaelb OyaeT, ecid He Halll ChIH OyJeT mpa-
Buth? [Ipencrasb cebe, YTO CAETAIOT C HAMH ITU 3aBHUCTIVBBIC
KHSI3bsI, €CJTM UM JaTh Oe3rpaHruHylo BiacTh. Hac ckuBYT co
CBETY.

— A 4T0 crienaelib ¢ HIMU Thl? — CIPAILIMBAIO $1, IOJHUMAs
B3[JISAJ ¥ BCTPEYASCh UM C XOJIOAHBIMHU IVIA3aMUA MOET'O UCTUHHO-
ro, — THI-TO TIOXkaJIeelllb XOTh KOrO-TO U3 HUX?

— 41 6yny nefcTBOBaTh CIIPaBEAJIMBO, — THUXO U YBEPEHHO
roBopuT KasH.

— Tak ke cripaBemMBO, KaK Thl 0OOIIENCS CO MHOW? —
CHPAIIMBAIO 51, HE YAEPKABLINCh.

KasH m1aaut Molo 111€e10 U 51 9yBCTBYI0, KaK IO BCEMY TeJly Mpo-
OeraioT MypaIiKku OT ero MPUKOCHOBEHUS.

— Te1 camoe oporoe, 4To y MEeHs €CTh, AHHA, ThI K€ 3HACIIIb.



Bce, uto s nenaro, s nenawo paau teos.

— [axe yHrKaelb nepe CBOMMM JI€BKamu ?

— He HauuHaii CHOBa, — 3aKaThIBaeT OH IJla3a, — MbI, Ka-
KeTcs, yxke o0cynuu 3ToT Boripoc. Pazse Buktop He 00BsICHI
TeOe Bce?

S Tonpko momuy, uroObl KasH Buzen, 4To s He coOMpaCh
ITOTYUHSATBCS.

OH KayaeT rojloBoM U rOBOPUT:

— Tloxoxe, Buktop 6ecnionezeH, — ropoput Kasn. Jlymaio,
€ro CJie/IyeT OTIPAaBUTh OOPATHO B MOHACTHIPh. CerofHs s Xouy
CraTh B CBOEM ITOCTEJIA BMECTE C TOOOM, XOUEIIb Thl TOTO, MJIA HET
u Cocus Oynet cnath ¢ HamMu. He BbIHYk/1all MEHsI 3aCTaBJIATh
Te0s, MUJIas.

[locnennuie ciioBa OH TOBOPUT MHE Ha YXO U 51 YyBCTBYIO, KaKk
ero JpIxanue mexkouyeT MeHsi. OH 1ieJyeT MeHsI B IIel0 U YXOIUT,
OCTaBMB MEHsI HaeJlMHe ¢ OYIIYIOIUM BHYTPU OTHEM SIPOCTH U
HEroJOBaHUsI. ,

S cxumalo B pyke KYJIOH, MOJAapeHHbIM TanaenoMm U 3aKpbl-
BAaI0 IJIa3a, MBITAsCh COCPEIOTOUUTHLCS HA MYJIbCAIIUU, KOTOPYIO
OH U3JTyYaer.

C ynuBnieHreM 15l caMoi ceOst 0OHapyKUBAlo, YTO YCIIOKAu-
BalOCh JOCTATOYHO OBICTPO.

HyxHo 6exatb oT Hero. HyxHO Bce 001yMaTh, BHIPBAThCS U3
3aMKa M HAalTU MECTO, TJie s1 MOTY YKPBIThcsl. Ecin Ob1 ObLT XOTh
KTO-TO, KOMY $I MOTY JOBEPUTbCSI B 3TOM

BukTop? Her, on ciumkom npegan KasHy, HeCMOTpsl HU Ha



yro. /g Hero KasH HanpsiMyio cBs3aH ¢ 60rom, a mpoTHB Oora
BukTtop He nmouner, mpu Bcer CBOEW CUMITATUU KO MHE JIMYHO.

Taiinen? Ilpu mbiciu 0 HeM, cepale JeNaeT JUIIHUKA yaap,
cOuBast puTM. $1 BCIOMMHAIO €10 B3IJIsI, MOTHbINA TTyOUHBI U M0-
HUMaHUs, HECMOTPSI Ha KaXYIIyIOCSl BHEITHIO IOHOCTh Oparta
UCTHHHON ummepaTopa. [la, eMmy MOXHO ObUTO OBl JOBEPHUTHCS.
MosxHO ObLT0 OB pUCKHYTh. HO [UIs1 9TOTO HYKHO HOXKIAThCS,
KOIJla OH CHOBA IMOCETUT Hall 3aMok. Ho korga ato ciyuutcs?
Ecmu ObI TOIBKO MOXHO OBUIO TIepeiaTh eMy ImUchbMo. .. Ho 310
CJIMIIKOM pUcKOBaHHO. CiymmikoM onacHo. Ecim KasH y3Haer,
4TO $ 33/lyMasia 4To-TO MPOTHB Hero. CTpallHO MpeICTaBHTh,
YTO OH C/IeNIaeT.

Sl momxoxy K OKHY ¥ CMOTPIO BJaJTb, TY/Ia, TIe HAXOIUTCS 3a-
MOK MIMITEpaTopa M BAPYT OCO3HAIO, UTO YK€ HAUYMHAIO MPO Ce-
Os1 counHATH MUCchbMO Jyis Taiinena. OnHa yacTh MEHsI KpUYHUT O
TOM, 4TO 3TO MPeJaTesIbCTBO, M 3TOr0 HeJb3s aenath. Ho apyras,
HOBasl YaCTh MEHsI, Ta YaCTh KOTOpasi pa3kKUraeTcsi OrHEM MOETO
Oy/yIero celHa, yOexkIaeT MeHsl. UTo s BCe JIeJial0 BEpHO. JTa
YacTh MEHsI TOTOBA Ha YTO YTOIHO, JIMIIb Obl BRIPBATHCS U3 3TO-
ro Joma, JUilb Obl HE YYacTBOBATh B 3aTesiX 3aUTPaBIIErOCs U
OCJIETIEHHOTO MOXO0ThI0 KasHa.
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Bce, yero s xenana — 310 OBITH yrogHoU Oory. Bee, 0 uem s
MOJIJIACh KaX/Iblid JI€Hb — 3TO CIY:KUThb MOEMY KHSI3I0 U JaTh
eMy HacyieIHuKa. Bee, yero st xotena — ObITh ICTUHHOW HE TOJTb-
KO 10 (DaKTy CBS3BIBAIOIIEN HAC METKH, HO Y UICTUHHOM JYIIOW,
TEJIOM U CEepILEM.

Knagy pyku Ha XKMBOT U MBICJIEHHO 0OpaIiainch K Moemy Oy-
OylmieMy ChiHY. MoeMy €JUHCTBEHHOMY 3alIUTHHKY, KOTOPbIUA
ele Jaxke He 3HaeT 00 3ToM. bynymiemy ummneparopy. [oiimer
JIM OH MeHs1, Koraa BeipacTeTr? CMOry Jiv s cKa3aTh €My IpaBlLy
0 TOM, YTO MpeAalia ero oTua, Uila CraceHus?

B3paparuBaio, ciblia, Kak OTKpbIBaeTCs METAJUIMYECKUI 3a-
MOK. B KOMHaTy BiieTaeT MopbIB BETpa U BMECTE C HUM CMEIIOK
Coduu, yto-TO roBopsimel KHa310. OHa B HOYHOM pyOalike ¢
pa3pe3oM, MOYTH He CKPHIBAIOIIUM €€ Ipy/b. [JJTMHHbIE TOHKHE
HOTY OOHaXeHbI. KHS3b IepXKUT CBOIO PYKy Ha Hee TaJlud W UTO-
TO TOBOPUT €1 Ha yXO.

Mep3agel. { 4yBCTBYI0, KaK K rOpJIy MOJKATHIBAET CHIa3M OT-
YasTHHOU oO0u bl 1 OomH. S & Jana 3Ty HOub, Kak HOUb MOEH Ka3-
au. 1 Kasn He oOMaHy MeHsI, OH BCe-TaKH TPUTAIIII ee.

S knagy pyKy Ha rpy/ib, YTOOBI OIIY TUTH MYJICAIIAIO KaMEIIIKa
Ha MO 1Iee U 3TO YyTh YCIOKAWBAET MEHs, 3aCTaBJISIeT MEHS
BEPHYTbCS B PEaJIbHOCTb.

Kak 51 mepexuBy 3Ty HOub? Kak s1 cMory coxpaHuth ceds 1o-



CJIe TOro, Ha 4to Tonkaer MeHs Kasu? Heyxenu oH u npaBaa ny-
MAET, 4TO 51 CMUPIOChH?

EnBa BCTpeTUBIIMCH CO MHOM B3[JISIIOM, B TYCKJIOM CBETE CBE-
yeil 1 KamuHa, Coust 3aMupaeT U OCTaHABIMBAETCS.

— Yro xe 161, Copusi, — roBoput KasH, ynbidasce, — mpo-
XO[Y, BUJIUIIIb, AHHA YK€ JKJeT Hac.

— IIpocTtute, KHSI3b, — FOBOPUT OHA, U 51 BUKY, YTO OHA U30
BCEX CHJI CTapaeTcsl He CMOTPETh MHE B I71a3a, CTapaeTcs, YTOOBI
roJIoC €€ He APOTHYIL.

41 oryckaio roJioBy U He JBUTAIOCh C MECTA, MTPOAOIKAS CUIIETh
B Kpeciie. f He Xouy BUIeTh HU ero, Hu ee. Bce, uero s xouy —
OesxaTh IPsIMO ceiJac.

— 4 mymaun THI Harpeers HaMm MOCTeJb, JIIOUMasi, — CJIBIITY
s rojoc KasHa.

4l TIIETHO MBITAIOCh MOJABUTH JIPOXKb, KOTOpasi OECIONAIHO
ObeT MeHsl, CJIOBHO s CTOIO Ha JIJSTHOM BeTpy, Oe33alurHasi,
OJIMHOKAsl, YHU)KEHHAsI.

S gyBCTBYI0, Kak nasiblel KasHa kacaioTcss MOeu pyKH, CKU-
MaIOILIEN KYJIOH, oAapeHHbI Taiienom.

— Hy uro xe T Tak 3axara? He Takoro npuema si cerogHs
oxunan. Heyxenu Oyayiass MaTh UMIIepaTopa He XO4eT pasfe-
JIUTh MOCTEJIb CO CBOMM My:xeM? Heyxenu Thl Jake HE MOCMOT-
pHMILb HA MEHs?

4l nogHMMalo rojloBy M OTKPBIBAIO I1a3a, CHU3Y BBEPX IS/
Ha Kasna.

— Tot ToBOpUIT uTO JMIOOMIL MeHs1, KasH, — roBopio s1, —



€CIIY TIpaB/ia JIIOOUIITh, TTOKAIYICTa, HE 3aCTaBIsI MEHS JeJiaTh
3TO.

KasH cagutcss HApOTUB MeHsI U 6epeT MOM PYKH B CBOM.

— Tloitmu ke, Musasi, Tak Hy:)KHO. B 3TOM HeT HUYero yHu-
3UTEJILHOTO, HET HUYETO, YTO He ObUTO OBl B MOPSIIKE BEIeH s
JPAKOHa.

Sl cMOTPIO B €ro ropsiiye sHTAapHbIM CBETOM IJ1a3a U HE Y3HAI0
cBoero Kusizs.

— Ilouemy Tl BOPYr CTas Takum? — CHpallMBalO 5, —
HEyKeJu Thl 3a0bUT, KaK JOPOKIII MHOW paHblIiie?

— Yro TONKy aymarh O Tiponuiom, JooumMasa? HyxHo nBu-
ratbcsl najbiie. HaBcTpedy 4yBCcTBaM, HaBCTpedy HOBBIM Bep-
myHaM. $1 Bcerga 3Haul, 4To s BBIIIE BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX. 3HAJI, UYTO
MO€ MPU3BAHUE — YIIPABJISTh JPYTUMU, MOTYUHATH UX CBOEH
BoJsie. U 4TO ke 51 3a mpaBUTEb, €CIIM MOSI KEHA HE JKEJIAeT MOJI-
yuHATbCs? Kak s cMory ynpasJisiTh LI€JI0M UMIIEPUEN, €CJTA MOsT
JKeHa He TIOHMMaeT MEHsI M He X04eT pa3Je/IuTh MOE CUacThe?

— CuyacTbe? — cnpammBaio .

— HacreqHuk pok/JIeHHBIN B JTIOOBU OYJIET CHITBHBIM, SIPOCT-
HBIM, BJIACTHBIM M JOCTOMHO NpoAoiKUT poa. Codust nomkHa
YyBCTBOBATh 3TY JIIOOOBb OT MEHS M B TOM uucJe oT Tebs1. Pa3zge
THI ellle He TToHs1a?

— Tak 3Ha4uT g JOJIKHA JI00UTH ee? DToro xouer Oor?

— KoHeuHo! — BOCKJIMIIAET KHSI3b, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO S pa3-
rajaja 3arajky, Koropas J0J1ro MHe He JaBaJlach.

— U o1 moGuIb ee? — cripammBaio s1, Opocast B3risi Ha Co-



(uto, KoTOpast pOOKO OIJISIIBIBAETCS TI0 CTOPOHAM, U3YyYasi HAIITy
C KHSI3€M CHAJIBHIO.

— Koneuno xe! MlHaye oHa HE CMOXET JaTh MHE HACJIE/THU-
Ka. Pa3Be Thl He YMTasIa KHUT U HE 3HAEIllb, YTO HAIMCAHO B HUX?
Huxkakoe ceMs He niprkuBeTcs 6e3 moOBu. Ecim st BO 4TO 1 Be-
pIo, TaK B 3TO.

He cmoTpst Hu Ha 4TO, cioBa KasHa paHsST MeHsI Tak OOJIbHO,
CJIOBHO $1 BIIEPBbIE y3HAIO O ero u3meHe. f To gymana, 4to yxe
Nepexuia 3To, YTO CMUPWIIACH, YTO Terephb cTasa cuiibHee. Ho
METKa SIPOCTHO TsHET MeHsl K KasHy u oqHOBpeMeHHO Tep3aer
MEHSI, 3aCTaBJisisl peBHOBaTh ¢ Oe3yMHou cwiiod. Heyxenu oH,
KaK MOI UCTHHHBII, COBCEM HE UyBCTBYET MO0 60ib? UTO ke ¢
HUM Takoe?

— Mae 60nbHO, KasH, — roBopio 51, — e JIIOOUIIb MeHsl,
s TIPOIILY ellie pas.

Mse y:xe Bce paBHO, uTO psiioMm crout Codust U cinyiaer Kak
s kanoOHo nporry KHs3s He mpuHYXKIaTh MeHsI, 1 4yBCTBYIO
TOJILKO OO0JTb, Pa3AUPAIONIYI0 MEHSI IPOCTHBIMU KOTTSIMU. Bob
OOMJIBI ¥ OTUYASTHUSI.

— Thl emie Oyzenib OnaronapHa MHe 3a 3T0, — ropoput KasH,
— a Terepb s XO0uy, YTOOBI TH CHsIIa ¢ cedst onexay. OTKpbLIa
ce0s1 Copuu Tak ke, Kak OTKPhIBACIIbh ceOst MHE.

OH 1nojIHMMaeT MeHsI Ha HOTM M PAcCTETUBAaeT ITyTOBUIIHI Ha
MOeill HOYHOU copouke. OT ero MpUKOCHOBEHUN K MOEH KOXe
MeTKa TpeOyeT MOAYMHUTHLCS M JIeNlaTh Bce, 4To OH xouer. Ho
JPaKOH BHYTPY MEHSI OTYasTHHO TIPOTECTYeT.



— [Moxkanyiicta, — roBOpIO $1 MIENOTOM.

KasH Hak/IOHseTCS M LieyeT MeHsI B TyObl, OTUEro Ha OJHO
MIHOBEHHE pa3yM MOU MOJHOCTBIO OUHMIIAETCS OT BCETO, OCTaB-
JIs1s1 MECTO TOJIBKO BCEMOIIOMIAIONIEH JII0OBU K UCTUHHOMY. Ka-
9H 3HAET, YTO HYKHO JIeJIaTh, YTOOBI JIMIIUTh MeHs BOMH. $1 00-
MSIKAl0 B €ro OOBATUSIX W OH TIOIXBATHIBACT MEHS Ha pyKu.
YYBCTBYIO, KaK OH KJIaJIET MEHs Ha MOCTEJb U CIIBIIY, KaK 30BET
Coduro:

— Jloxkuch psigoM ¢ Hel, Musasi. Buauiib oHa APOXKUT, CO-
rpeu ee.

B ronoce Kasna 3Byuut BiacTHbii niprka3. HUkTo HUKOrIa HE
OCMEJTUBAJICS] TIEPEUUTDh EMY.

4 uyBcTByI0 Kak Codusi mpuKUMaeTcsi KO MHE CBOUM XpYII-
KM TEJIOM U LIETyeT MEHs B IIEKY.

— Tak? — cnparmmBaeT oHa KHS3s1

4l Xo4y OTTOJIKHYTh €€, HO CJIOBHO Mapajn30BaHa BIACTHBIM
B3IJISIZIOM MOET0 KHs13s1. §1, KakeTcs, BliepBble UyBCTBYIO Ha cebe,
KaK OH WCIOJIb3yeT CBOIO CHJTY, YTOOBI TIOMABUTh MOK BOMIO. 5
3HAI0, UTO OH JIeJIaeT 3TO C APYTMMHM, HO OH 0OeIall, YTO HUKOT/Ia
HE cJieJIaeT 3TOro co MHOi. YTo Mexay Hamu Bce Bceraa Oyaer
TOJIbKO TOOPOBOJIBHO.

— ThI ke obernan, — MPOPHIBAIOTCS CJIOBA CKBO3b 00E3/IBH-
’KUBAIOIIYIO, JIMIIAIOIILYI0 BOJM TeJieHY, KOTOPYI0 HAKMHYJ Ha
MeHs KasH.

— A THI OOerasia ObITh BEpHOM KEHON M UCTIOHATH BCE, UTO
BEJIUT TBOU KHSI3b, — FT'OBOPUT OH CEPbE3HO, ISl Ha TO, KAK €ro



JeBKa OOHMUMAET MeHs, — JIyMalo sl MOTY B3Th CBOE OOeIllaHue
Hazaj.

4 uyBCTBYI0, Kak nasnblibl Coduu HaThIKAOTCA Ha KyJIOH. CTO-
UT €U CIEJIaTh 3TO, KaK 5 HA MTHOBEHHUE TEPSAI0 CO3HaHue. B npy-
T'yI0 CeKYH/y OHa OTIIATBIBAETCS OT MEHSsI, CJIOBHO €€ 0O0XKIJIO.

— All! — BCKPUKMBAET OHA, — JKKETC.

— Yro takoe? — crpaiuBaet Kash.

— KHs3b, npoctute! — cibliily 5 rojoc paclopsAnTeNAn3 3a
JBEPU.

— [la kakoro mekna! — peraut KasH, u OpocB sIpOCTHBIN
B3 Ha Cohmio, KOTopasi CKMMAeT 000K KEHHBIH MaJiell B CBO-
€1 JIaJOHU, HallpaBJIeTCs K JIBEPH.

EnBa nouyBcTBOBaB, Kak KOHTposib KasHa ocnabeBaer, s TyT
K€ BCTAIO C MTOCTEJIN U TIOAXO0XKY K OKHY.

— Yrto0 Tebe HyKHO? — KHS3b PHIBKOM PACIaxvBaeT IBEPh
¥ 51 BUOKY OJ1eIHOE JIMLIO PACTIOpsIAUTENs], TPSACYILLErocst BCEM Te-
JIOM.

— Kaxercs, Hactan yac, MpuObLT TOHEI OT UMIIepaTopa, BamM
BEJICHO CPOYHO SIBUTHCS BO JIBOPELL.
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— Tak 4TO e Thl CTOMILIb, UAUOT, BEIU BHIBOOUTH MOIO JIO-
1a]1b, 5 TIOE/1y BEPXOM.

— Ilpoctute, — MHeTCs pacnopsauTelb, HE pellasich CKa-
3aTh YTO-TO.

— Yrt0? — psiBkaeTr Ha Hero KasH.

— Beneno exarb BaM U Balliell cynpyre.

A emotpio, kak Codus MeIIEHHO MOJHUMAETCS C KPOBAaTH U
HOAXOJUT K MOEMY UCTUHHOMY.

—- YTO Cy4nsioch, MUJIbI? — COPALIMBAET OHA, — 3aYEM
OH IpULIEJT CPEear HOUM ?

— Bce xopomo, Codusi, — ¢ HEKHOCTBIO B TOJIOCE TOBOPUT
KasH u caxkaer ee Ha Hally KpoBaTh, — MOIOKIU HAC 3/1€C.
Bo3MoxHO, cerogHs camasi BakHasi HOUb B Hallleu ;ku3HU. Mo-
JIUCh TaK KPETIKO, KaK TOJIbKO ymeelllb. KaxeTcs, umrneparop npu
CMEPTH.

— Opesaiicsi, — OpocaeT MHE KHSI3b, — ThI 3Haelllb, Kakoe
T1aThe HaleTh. Y TeOsl eCTh MATh MUHYT.
— Ho s...

— BricTpo! — moBbIIIIaeT OH Ha MEHsI TOJIOC, OTYEro Ceple
MOE CKUMAETCsI OT CTpaxa M TPEBOTH.

— 3a4yeM UM s1? — CIpAaIIMBaIO s IOCTICIITHO CHUMAast COPOUKY
Y HaJIeBasi TO camoe IiaThe. MesibkoM Opocarto B3rIIs Ha ceOsl B
3epkasio. BoJiockl pacTpemnaHsl, B 171a3aX 3aCThUTH HEMBIE CJIE3HI,



ryObI moTpeckanuchk. M B TakOM BUJE s IPECTaHy Mepe1 uMIie-
paropom 1 ABOpom?

— IIpuuynsl BBIKUBIIETO U3 yMa CTapUKa, — Pa3IpaxeHHO
Opocaet cede non Hoc KasH, HO 51 cITblIILy ero cioBa.

Heyxenu oH coBceM He yBakaeT UMIIEpaTopa, KOTOPBIA BCe-
raa neHmia Kasna sreime octanbHeIX ? 4 3amigapiBaio B iaza Ka-
9Ha M BUXKY B HUX TOJIbKO pa3jipaxkeHHoe HeTepreHne. OH clloB-
HO OXOTHHK, KOTOPBII BOT BOT BCTPETUTCS CO CBOEH JOObIUEi ¢
a3y Ha ra3. M kaxercsi, oH OeClIOKOUTCS, UYTO BCTpeya 3ta Oy-
JeT MPOXOJUTh HE Ha €r0 TEPPUTOPUU U HE HA €ro YCIOBUSIX.

— Codmst, — 6pocaer Kasn, — nmomoru AHHE TPUBECTH Ce-
01 B IOPSI/IOK, Pa3 CIYTY HE MOTYT JIOTAIIUTh CBOU JICHUBBIE 331
HUIIBL.

— 4 cpasiiock cama, — roBOpIO 5 rpoye, Yem XoTesia U Mo
KPacHOpPEeUMBBIN B3MIs ocTaHaBauBaeT Coduio, yke roToBylO
OpOCHUTBCS BBITIOJHATH MPUKA3aHUE KHS3S.

KasH 3akatbiBaeT riia3a, B3[IbIXaeT U Pa3IpaKeHHO MOAXOIUT
KO MHE.

— Tol nomkHa Oyzelb caenaTh Bee, Kak B MPOILLJIbIA pa3, Ha-
Je10Ch Thl TIOHMMaelllb, CKOJIb MHOTOE 3aBUCUT OT TeOsi, — Tro-
BopuT MHe KasH, pazapaxkeHHO 3alllHypOBbIBasi IIIHYPKHU HA MO-
€M IUIaThe, — M3 3a TeOs1, HaM MPHUIETCS eXaTh B 9KUIMAXE, ITO
3afep:kuT Hac. Hagelock, crapuk He oTaact Oory Aylily paHblie
BpPEMEHHU.

Sl 4yBCTBYI0, KaK OT MPUKOCHOBEHUSI €ro MaJiblieB K MOEHN
CTIMHE, JPAKOHBE TEIUI0 B MOEM KHMBOTE OT3BIBAECTCS, CIOBHO ObI



y3HaBas cBoero otia. Eciu 6b1 KasH TopKo MOr mouyBCTBOBATh
cBoero cbiHa cervac. Ho pog CanaepcoB Beera LieHWJI JIUILb CH-
JIy, IO3TOMY C JIETCTBA OHU MOAABJISIIOT YYBCTBUTEIBHOCTh K Ma-
Uy, 4ToOBl Ta Oe3yMHasi CHJia, KOTOPOH OHM ceOs1 HaKauuBaloT
JUTs1 6051, HEe BBUKIVIO UX BocTipusiTHe. KasH XoTesn ObITh CUTBbHBIM,
a B UTOTe Tak cy1ad, YTo Jake He YYBCTBYET CBOETO HAC/IE/THUKA
BHYTpH MeHsl. Kakas ctpaHHast upoHusl.

4l moBopauMBalOCh 1 3ariisi/IbIBAIO B €ro Iy1asa.

— MpbI MOXeM MoJIeTeTh, — TOBOPIO 51, He OTPbIBasi B3MIAAA
OT €ro BEPTUKAJIbHBIX 3PAYKOB, FOPSIIIUX KPACHBIM CBETOM.

— Yro 32 BapBapcTBO? UTO 32 IITynoe pacTOYMTeIbCTBO? —
cnparmBaet mernotoM KasH, utoost CO®UA HE CJIBIIIAJIA,
U B IJIa3axX €ro IUIEIIETCs MPe3peHre BIIEPEMENIKY CO 3JI0CThIO
Ha MEHsI, — Tbl XOTbh IOHUMAEIIIb, YEr0 CTOUT MEPEBOIIOTUTHCS
B JIpakoHa?

Sl mpekpacHo 3Hal0, Yero 3TO CTOUT, HO 51 HE CMOIJIa y/IepKaTh-
cs1, 9ToOBI He mocTaBuTh KasHa B HenoBKoe nonoxenue. OH yHu-
3UJ1 MEHs1, Mapajii30Bal MOKO BOJIO, MPEal U €/1Ba HE OCKBEP-
HWJT Hattle OpavHoe Jioxke. S qomkHa Oblia OTBETUTH XOTh YeM-TO.

— Ilouemy 1ol enyeiib, Kasn? — cripammsaio s TaKuM ke
IIETIOTOM, — WJIM ThI OOMIIIBCS ITOKA3aTh CJ1a00CTh Mepejl CBoei
neBkoii? CTapyku yxe JaBHO 3a0bUTH 3TO UCKYCCTBO. OHU XOST
Ha CBOMX HOTaX,KaK MPOCThIE JIOIH, JeCITUIETUSIMU HE TIePEBO-
JIoNIasch B NMOJAHYI0 popmy ApakoHa. OHU C IOHOCTU HU pasy
3Toro He jenaiu. C Kakux mop Thl CTaJl TaKUM ke, Kak oHu? C
KaKHX IOp MEePEeBOILUIOTUTHCS B IpaKOHA 1Jist TeOs1 Tsikes1o? Mo-



KeT OBITh BCE JIEJIO B TOM, UTO ThI TPATHIIIb CJIUIIIKOM MHOTO CHIT
Ha CBOMX TPEX JIEBOK?

1 3Hal0, YTO MOM CJIOBA TOMAJAIOT B OJIAroaTHYI0 MOYBY. 5
MIPAKTUUECKH CIIBIITY, Kak CKpUrsAT 3yObl KasHa. M Buxy 1o ero
[J1a3aM, YTO OH He roToB. Mos1 MajieHbKasA MeCTh Oblj1a OBl CJIajI-
KO, ecyii OBl OT SIPOCTH U OOJIM, KOTOPYIO Cevac UCIIBITHIBACT
KasH, MHe ObUIa XOTh KaKasi-TO BBITOAA.

4l 4yBCTBYIO, UTO SAPOCTh MOETO UCTMHHOTO FOTOBA BHIPBATh-
Csl HAPYXKY, BUKY Kak OENel0T KOCTSIIKY ero MajiblieB, OTTOTO
YTO OH C HEBEPOATHOU CHJION CKMMaeT cBoM Kynaku. Ho Bapyr,
ynpsiMasi CKJIaJIka Y HEero Ha TepeHOCHUIIe pa3iaXuBaeTcsl U Ha
JIMIIE TIOSIBJISIETCS e1Ba 3aMeTHasl yibioka. OH B3sJ1 ceOsl B pyKH,
1iepedopoIT CBOKO SIPOCTb.

— Ecm Obl THI 3HaJNA, O YeM rOBOpUINb, AHHA, — TOBOPHT
OH CITOKOMHBIM TojiocoM. Ho £ 3Ha10, YTO 3a 3THM CITOKONCTBUEM
KpOeTcs ySI3BJIeHHas TOpocTh. Ero B3rsg KpacCHOPEYMBO CBU-
JEeTeIbCTBYET O TOM, YTO MHE ellie TTPUIETCs 3aIJIaTUTh 32 CBOIO
JeP30CTb.

OHn GepeT MeHs 3a IJIeY0 U BBIBOAUT M3 KOMHATHI. $1 Gpocato
B30I Ha3all, Ha Coduro. OHa cUAUT Ha MO KPoBaTH, MOIKaB
HOT'Ml 1 CMOTPHUT HaMm Bciieq. Ha MrHoBeHue, MHE KaXeTcs, 4To S
BUXKY B Hel 4TO-TO erie. YTO-To KpoMe MPOCTONYIIHON IOHOCTH
U PaCTepPsSIHHOCTH.

YepHble cTONOBI TYCTOTO JIpIMA, MOAHMMAIOIIMECS BBEpPX Ha
COTHM METPOB, BUJIHBI B NPEAPACCBETHBIX cyMepkax. OHuM Ka-



KYTCSl UEPHBIMU OOPO3aMH, PACCEKAIOIIMMU caMy TKaHb HeOa
Ha IOJIOCH.

— Tl'onu GbicTpee, — moaronsier Kasu kyuepa.

— 3Ha4uT 3TO IpaB/ia, — IOBOPIO 5 APOKAILMM r0JI0COM, —
OH U IIpaBJia yMUPaeT.

— I'naBHOE, YTOOBI OH yCIIeN CKa3aTh MHE, Ky/Ia ITOJIETUT YMH-
parthb U rje HaMepsiH 3aKomnarh yelyto, — ropoput KasH cocpe-
JOTOYEHHO.

['uranTckre KOCTpbl, OT KOTOPbIX BBEPX MOJHUMAETCS 4Yep-
HBIM JIbIM, TOPAT TaK KapKoO, YTO MPUXOJUTCS OTBOPAYMBATHCSI.
I[To Bcemy ropony OrTyHIMTENIBHO 3BEHAT KOJIOKOJIA, epeOuBast
KPUK Y FTOMOH TOJIIBI, CKBO3b KOTOPYI0 MUMTCS Hallla MOBO3KA.
Sl BUKy, Kak MOMOIITHUKY Kydepa ObIOT 3a3eBaBIIMXCS JIIOZIEH,
HE YCIIEBAKIINX YUTH C JIOPOTH, JJIMHHBIMA KHyTamu. {1 3Hato,
YTO BIIEPEIU JOPOTY HAM PACUMINIAET IBApAUS U OTBOPAYMBAIOCH,
YBUJIEB T€X, KTO HE yCIIeJl YUTH C JOPOTH.

— 3aueM 3To JieNaTh, — ey 1, BBITUPast CIe3bl IJIATKOM,
— 3a4eM OHU YOWBAIOT JIIOZICH.

— Kusazp Canpgepc ener! — KpUUMUT Kydyep ykKe OXPUIIINM
rojIocoM, — ¢ goporu!

— Tsl 4TO HE MOHMMaeNIb 10 CUX MOP? — OTCTPAHEHHO TO-
BoputT KasH, — B 3TOH Kapere efer Oymyinee UMIIEPUH, a ThI
OECIIOKOUIIILCSI O KAKOW-TO YEPHHU, TIOMABIIEH O] TOPSYYIO Py-
Ky TBapAuH.

4l 3aKkppIBaIO JIULIO PyKaMu, BOKPYT MEHS TOJIbKO KPHUKH, 3a-
Tax €IKOro YEpPHOro JbIMa U CMepTh. VICTUHHBIN, KOTOPBIN, 5 BE-



pujIa, 3aIUTUT MEHs OT JIIOObIX CTpaxoB, OyJeT MHE OMOpou U
HAJIe)KHOM CTEHOM, 1aXke He oOpalaeT BHUMAaHUS HA MOY CJIE3HI.
EMy Bce paBHO M Ha MeHs M Ha 3THX Jiofieid. OH iyMaeT TOJIbKO
0 BJIACTH, KOTOpasl ceiuac Tak Om3Ka.

— [puexanu, — CIIBIIIY $I €70 TOJIOC U OTHOBPEMEHHO C STUM
KapeTa OCTaHaBJIMBAETCS].

Sl oTKpbIBaIO IJ1a3a M CKBO3b I'YCTOHW JIbIM, MOKPBIBAIOIIANA
BCE BOKPYT, BUKY OYEpPTaHUsI POCKOIITHOTO 3aMKa UMIIEpaTopa.
BepxHue MM TepsioTcs TIe-T0 B YePHOM JIbIMY, a Heba OT-
clofa BOBCE HE BUIHO.
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CTOUT OTKPHITHCS JIBEPY C MOEU CTOPOHBI, s BBIHYK/IEHA JI0-
CTaTh IUIATOK U MPUJIOKUTH €r0 KO PTy U HOCy. UepHbI [1bIM,
3aMOJIHSIOIIMI BCE BOKPYT TaKOW €KUM, YTO 1 €/1Ba CIEPKUBAI0
Karmeb.

— Teprnu, AnHa, — roBoput MHe KasH, — r1aBHOe, He 1o-
Ka3bIBail cJ1a00CTh Tepe]] KHA3bSMU, €CIIA OHU YK YCIIeNU MPH-
exaTb. CBAIIEHHBIN AbIM JIOJKHO TPUHUMATh ¢ OJ1arOroBeHueM
1 0J1arofapHOCTHIO.

OH roBOpUT 3TO, CJIOBHO YMTAET W3 JIpEBHEW KHUTU, MOHO-
TOHHO U HapacrieB.

Ha Kasna gpiM kak OyaTo ObI COBCEM He JICHCTBYET M OH CBO-
OO/IHO BJIBIXAeT €ro, He BBIKa3bIBask HUKAKOTO HEYlI0OCTBa.

Hy KoHeuHO, OH ke ApaKkoH, MHaue U ObITh HE MOXKeET.

S1 ornsinpiBalOCh IO CTOPOHAM M CKBO3b I'YCTOW JBIM BUXKY
MHOKECTBO MOBO30K OT Ipyrux AoMoB. KoneuHo u Canemc yxe
371eCh. 30JI0TOM JIPAKOH C U3YMPYAHBIMU TJ1a3aMU, N300paKeH-
HBI Ha JIBEPH €ro KapeThl, CHSET TaK SPKO, UTO MpPOOUBAETCS
Jlake CKBO3b 3aBECY AbIMA.

S BUKY, Kak ero jxeHa HaJICaJHO KalllJIsieT, BBIXO/AS U3 KAPETHI,
a CTapblil APAKOH MBITAETCS 3aCJIOHUTh €€ CBOUM TEJIOM, YTOOBI
9TOT NO30p He yBUeu apyrue. Ho nmo3nHo, Bce yxe BUIesu.

KasH ynoBieTBOpeHHO yibiOaeTcsl U BABIXAeT AbIM TOJHOW
I'PyAbIO, TaK, CJIOBHO 3TO YUCTEUIIINI TOPHBIA BO3IYX.



— Hapetock oHa norepsieT co3HaHue, — ropoput MHe Kasn
€/1Ba CJIBIIITHO Y Mbl 3aXO/IMM B MApaJHbIe JBEPHU 3aMKa UMIepa-
Topa.

31ech OBIIUTCS YKe Topa3fio cBOOOAHEe U 51 yOupalo TIIaToK,
C HEYJJOBOJILCTBHEM OTMeuasi, CKOJIbKO UEPHOU Ca1 Ha HEM CKO-
MUJIOCh.

Hukorga He qymana, 4To pu MOEM KU3HUA UMIIEPaTop COBEP-
HIUT noceaHui nonet. M yxk TOouHO He *kjasa, 4yTo Oydy Mpu-
rJ1alieHa BO JIBOpell B PellaoUil IeHb. 3a BCIO UCTOPUIO TaKOe
CITy4aJIoCh TOJIBKO TPWKIBI M TTOCTIEAHUN pa3 Oojiee BYX COTEH
JIET Ha3a/1, 0 YeM MHE paccKasbIBajl MOM JIe]1, KOTOPBIM JIMYHO BU-
JeJ1 U311, KaK MpernocaeJHU uMIepaTop B3MbIBaeT B HEOO,
MIPOPBIBASICH CKBO3b KJIYObI YEPHOTO JbIMA.

— OH xzet Bac, — roBopurt Taitiesn, BCTpeyast HaC B KOHIIE
JUIMHHOTO KOPUJ0pa, — CJIEAYUTE 32 MHOM.

CeronHsl OH OZIET BO BCE YEPHOE, a TOJIOBA €ro MOKphITa Ka-
MIOLIOHOM, KaK Y MOHaXOB OTHEMOKJIOHHUKOB. ['0J10C ero 3sy4ur
THXO M CKOPOHO. B 11a3zax ero s 3amevaio Kakyio-TO CIIOBHO ObI
HEeBBICKa3aHHYIO MBIC]Ib. OH OpocaeT B3I/ Ha KYJIOH, TIO/IapeH-
HBII UM U €/1Ba 3aMETHO KMBaeT. K cyacTpio, 3TOT B3IV YCKOJIb-
3aeT ot Kasna. OH cCMOTpUT JMIIIb Briepe, TOPOIISICh MOObICTpee
OKa3aTbCs B MOKOSX CTAPUKA.

— IIpocTtute, KHsA3b, HO HAM B JIPYI'YI0 CTOPOHY, — MSITKO
Hanpasiisier Kasna Taitnen.

— Ho pa3Be nmneparop He B CBOMX MOKOSIX? — €/IBa CKPbI-
Basl pa3/ipakeHue Ha MOJIOZIOTO apXuMarucTpa, opocaer Kasn.



— OH Ha BHYTPEHHEH IUIoaKke, — roBopuT Taiifer.

— 41 e noHumaro... OH 4TO, U BOPaBIy XOUET B3JETETh Ha
cBoux Kpbuibsix? Ho 310 ke 6e3ymue!

— BbI coMHeBaeTech B TOM, YTO OH CIOCOOEH Ha 3T0? — B
cioBax Taiiena 3By4uT €Ba 3aMETHAsI TEHb HACMEILIKH.

— BbI camu roBopwIM MHE, apXMMArucTp, 4YTO UMIIEPATop
OYeHb CTPA/IaeT U ero yachl COUTeHbl. Pa3Be He OblIo OBl Oonee
Pa3yMHO, ecyii Obl K MECTY €ro KTO-TO IOCTaBUJL.

— ¥ Bac ecTb nogxoAsiye KaHAUIATbI, KOTOPBIM MOXHO J0-
BEPATH?

— Xots OHI 51 cam, TeM OoJiee, YTo, Kak 51 TOHMMAIO, B JII0OOM
cllyyae UMIeparop A0JIKEH COOOIIUTh MHE, T/Ie CIIPSYET Yeurylo
JU1s1 HACTIEHUKA.

Taiinen, He otBeuas KasHy, pacraxuBaer OoJblliie YepHbIS
JJIBEpU U MBIl CHOBA MOI1a/1aéM Ha Bo31yx. Ha 3ToT pa3 Bo BHyT-
pPEeHHUM ABOp 3aMKa. B To MecTo, OTKyJa B3JI€TAl0T U Ky/1a MpU-
3eMJISIIOTCS] ApakoHbl. OT JbIMa, KOTOPBIM TENEeph KaXeTcs ellle
ryiie, y MeHsl HAYMHAeT KPYKUThCS TOJIOBA U 51 XBATalOCh 32 Py-
Ky Kasna.

— Jly4ine focTaHbTe IUIATOK, KHATWMHS, HUKTO HE XKIET OT
BaC, UTO Bbl CMOXETE NEPEHOCUTD CBSIIEHHBIN JIbIM, KaK JIpaKo-
HBI, — TOBOPUT TaiiJiel1, ¥ S MOCIYIHO JENAI0 TO, YTO OH T'OBO-
puT.

4 obopaumBaioch, 1 BUXKY, Kak 32 HAMH UIYT €Ille HECKOJIbKO
yesioBek. CerofHsi UMmeparop Mmo3Bajl HE BCEX, IMOXOXKE, MPej-
TIOYTSI OTPAHUYUTHCS TOJIBKO CAMBIMU TTPUOJIMKEHHBIMY KHSI3bsI-



MU. YCIieBa 3aMETUTh, C KAKOH 3710001 Ha MEHSI CMOTPHT KHSI3b
Canemc. Ero xeHa, noxoxe, pemmia octarbCs B KapeTe, W BO-
BCE OTIPABUJIACH IOMOM, B OTVIMYME OT OCTAJIbHBIX KHA3EU, OH
BOILIEJ BO ABOpEL] OAWH. MHe CTpalllHO MPeICTABUTh, HACKOJIb-
KO, JJOJDKHO OBITh, HEJIOBKO OH YyBCTBYET CeOsl B 9Ty MHUHYTY.
Ocrarbcst oqHOMY, 0€3 CYIpyTH, B OIMH M3 CaMbIX BKHBIX MO-
MEHTOB KU3HMU.

KasH nake He cKpbIBaeT CBOEH YJIBIOKM U 51 BUXKY Kak B IITy-
OuHe ero JPaKOHBUX IJ1a3 IJIEHIEeTCs] a3aPTHBIN OTOHb OXOTHHUKA,
KOTOPBIM YyeT, YTO JOObIYa BOT BOT OKAKETCS B €T0 pPyKax.

CniepBa s 3amevalo TOHKyI0 (urypky Jlunmansl, oneTon B
JUIMHHOE TPaypHOE IUIaThe YEPHOI'o 1IBETa, PACIIMTOE KPACHBI-
MU HUTSIMH, a yXKe [ocjie camoro ummneparopa. OH, OXOke, e1Ba
JEPXKUATCA HA HOTaX U IPOKUT BCEM TEJIOM.

— Bul mpunum, 10porue Mov, — roBOpPUT UMIIEpaTop Txke-
JIO JIbIIIa, ¥ OOBOMUT IOKUHY KHSI3€H B3MISIOM, — HY BOT U
HAcTaJ yac, Korjaa HaM HyKHO Tonpomarkcst Hapceraa. Eciu 6or
TIO3BOJIMT MHE OOPECTH BEYHYIO KM3Hb B CBOUX MTOA3EMHBIX Uep-
TOTax, 51 Oy[ay BEYHO IIOMHUTH KaXkJ0ro 13 Bac. 1 koHeuHo Teos,
MOS UICTUHHAs.

Nmneparop cxumaer pyky JIunmnassl.

S BMKY, Kak OT CJIOB UMIIEpaTopa, 1o 1meke JInmansl crekaer
clie3a, MpojesbiBasi 00pO3y B TOHKOM CJIO€ CaXU Ha ee JIUIIE.
OHa BOBIXaeT IbIM TaK ke JIETKO, KaK JAPAKOHbI, I CO3/1AETCs
OLLYIIEHUE, YTO TaK ke. OHa He CMOTPUT HU Ha KOT0, KPOME UM-
neparopa. Kaxercs, 4ro B 3Ty MUHYTY ISl HEE U HE CYILIECTBYET



OoJIbIIIe HUKOTO, KPOME HETO.

— Moxer OBbITh JIyYIlle. .. — He BbIEPKUBAET OHA.

— Her, Muiasi, — MSTKO TOBOPUT UMIIEPATOP, — 51 JOJKEH
c/IeJiaTh TO TaK, KaK 3aBeliaHo. A Tbl IOJIKHA PUHSATbh MOE pe-
IICHUE.

— Hla, moBenmuTelb, — roBOpUT JInyiaHa v CKJIOHSET IOJOBY.

NmMriepatop HEXOTSI OTIYCKAET €€ PyKy M OHA OTXOJUT B CTO-
POHY.

— A Tenepb CBEPIIUTCS TO, YTO JIOJIKHO CBEPIIUTHCS, — TO-
BOPUT UMIIEpATOp ¥ BO3JIEBAET PyKH K HeOy.

— OH u npaBaa codupaercs caenarh 3To, — € 0CaA0u ro-
BopuT KasH u oTTackuBaeT MeHs rnojajbiie oT uMreparopa, —
CTapblil yIpsiMell.



25

Bokpyr nmrnieparopa HAYMHAET 3aKPyUMBaThCS BUXPb, IOTHU-
Masi MOIIIHBIN BeTep, eBa He cOuBatommuii ¢ Hor. Cnaboe crap-
9YecKOe TeJIO BIUTHIBAET B ceOsl TYCThe HEOCS3aeMble JIOCKYTHI
JIbIMa YTOJIbHO YepPHOTO 11BeTa, KOTOPhIE IIyNaIblIaMU TAHYTCA K
MMIIEPATOPY, CJIOBHO MOCITYIIHbIE €r0 BOJE. .

S1 BIKY, Kak Ha TOHKOM, KaK MIepramMmeHT, KOKe ero CTapuecKux
PYK NPOABIAITCA YEUIYMKH, U1 BMECTO HOI'TEN BBIPACTAIOT OCT-
pble OnecTsime KOrTd TPoMeXyTOUYHON (popMbl apakoHa. VM-
nepaTop NaJaeT Ha 3eMJII0 U YIIUPAETCS PyKaMu B IOYEPHEBILIUI
OT CaXH U 1ervia necok. TOHKUI KPUK OTYasTHUSL — 9TO KPUUUT
Jlunmana, KOTopast bITaeTCsI BRIPBAaThCs U3 00bsATHIA Taliiena u
nog0exaTh K CBOEMY UMIIEPATOPy, CMEIIMBAETCS C SPOCTHBIM
PBIKOM JPAaKOHA,, OT KOTOPOTO BCE BHYTPU MEHS COIPOraeTcsl.

— OH He cMOKeT, — ¢ Joca1oi KpruuuT KasH, nepek prukuBast
NIOTHSBIIMICS BeTep, — OH caumkoM cnad. HyxHo ero ocrano-
BUTB!

B 3ty ke muHyTy, Betep cruxaer. Kaxercs, 4yTo camo Bpe-
Ms 3aMHUpaeT Ha MecTe, OKUAasi, 4TO Oy/IeT Jalibllle, CJIOBHO Obl
3aTauB JbIXaHue. 1 ¢ y:kacoM CMOTPIO Ha MPOUCXOJSIIEe HEPB-
Ho cxkuMas pyky Kasna. Heyxenu umneparop ymper ceiiuac, He
yCIEB MEPEBOIJIOTUTHCS, HE YCIIEB NIEPEAATh MPECTO?

B crepymomiyio cexyHay ummeparop ObeT KOTTHCTON PyKOr
10 3eMJI€ U OIHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM HAUYMHAET MOJHUEHOCTHYIO



TpaHcgOopMaluio.

— He moxer ObITh, — mreryer KasH.

4 ¢ 3ammpanuem cepana HabMoAa0, Kak UMIIepaTop NepeBo-
IUIOIIAETCS] B OTPOMHOTO YEPHOTO JPAKOHA, KAKUX 1 HUKOTAA B
JKU3HU HE BUJEIA.

Bcro muomaap ornamaer HeCTEpIMMO T'POMKUM peIK. Mmie-
paTop pacnpapisieT TMTaHTCKUE KPbLIbsl, 4yTh HE 3a/1€Basi OIHO-
IO W3 KHA3EU, U XJIONAET UMH, [TOJHUMAs 1LIEJI0€ MOpe MecKa U
MbUTA, KOTOPBIX TYT 7K€ CMEIIUBAETCS C TBIMOM.

S ornsipiBaloCh U BUKY JlnimaHy, KOTopast Tenepb CTOMT rop-
110 TIOHSIB TOJIOBY M C BOCTOProM M 00OKaHUEM [JISITUT Ha CBO-
€ro UCTUHHOTO.

Omennomnennsii KasH ¢ 61aroroBeiHBIM TPEerneToM CMOTPUT
Ha uMIeparopa u MnpekjaoHseT KoneHo. OJuH 3a Ipyrum, Kax-
Jblil KHS3b CJIEAYET ero MmpuMepy, rnpusHaBasi OECCIIOpHOE Be-
auuue cBoero ummneparopa. CKOJIBKO U3 HHX, €€ JOCTATOYHO
HE CTapbiX JPAKOHOB, B OOIIEM-TO TMOJTHBIX KU3HEEHHBIX CHJLI,
cMori Obl ceiiyac IOBTOPUTH MOI00HOe?

OrpoMHbIi YEpHBIN APAKOH UICTUHHO UMIIEPATOPCKUX pa3Me-
POB C SIPKO TOPSAILIMMHU 3€JI€HbIM IJIa3aMU OIJISIBIBAET BCEX IO
ouepeu, MOKa HE OCTAaHABJIMBAET CBOM B3IJIslJl HA MOEM HUCTHUH-
HOM.

— Kasu Cangepc, — rpeMur rosioc ummneparopa, — Mnojgoiiu
KO MHe.

— Hacrano Bpems, AHHa, — 4YHTaIO0 S 110 BOCTOPKEHHOMY
B3y KasHa, KoTopslil OH OpocaeTr Ha MeHsI.



KasH MeieHHO MOAXOAUT K UMITIIEPATOPY, U3 HO3Ipel KOTO-
POro BHIPBIBAETCA I'YCTOM AbIM. OJIHA JIMIIb TOJIBKO €ro IojIoBa,
6ospiiie KasHa B /1Ba paza. §1 HMKOra B )KM3HU HE BUJEIA M-
nepatopa B hopMe JIpaKkoHa Mpekae, U Terepb MEHs MOIMPOCTY
OLLEJIOMJISIET STOT TPUALATUMETPOBBIN, €JUHCTBEHHBIN B CBOEM
poze, HACKOJIKO MHE U3BECTHO, IPAKOH.

4l Bcerma Meurana yBUIETb €0, AaXKe€ HE HAIEACh, YTO KO-
I1a-TO MHE MOCYACTIMBUTCS CTaTh CBUJETEIbHULIEH ITOTO Uyaa,
Y BOT 3TOT JIEHb HACTaJ.

Korga mmriepatop OTKpbIBaeT APaKOHBIO MACTh, YTOOBI TOBO-
pUTh, 1 BUXKY, KaK B ITTyOUHE, IPKUM OPaHKEBBIM CBETOM CJIOB-
HO Obl TOPUT YTOJIb, HATHETAEMBbIN ThICSUEH Ky3HEUHBIX MEXOB.

B ronose mMesnbkaeT yy10BUIIIHASL MBICIIb, YTO OJIHO HEJIOBKOE
JBUKEHUE MOXKET CTOUTh MOEMY MCTUHHOMY KW3HU U 1 [IEJIAI0
CMeJIBIA TIIar Briepes, rnepedapbiBasi IyIOBUIIHBIA CTPaxX, KOTO-
pblil BAPYT HayaJl pa3roparbCcsi BHYTPU MEHsS. JTO MOM CTpax,
WIN CTPax MOEro OyIyIero HacleIHuKa ?

Bnpyr nMmneparop noBopauvBaeT rojoBy KO MHE U €ro 3eJle-
HbIE [J1a32a MBITIIMBO CMOTPAT B MOM.

— Twl utO ke, Oouribes, neBouka? He crour, st He Mory npu-
YHHUTH OOJIb MAaTePH, WM OTILy CBOEro OyAyIero HaC/IeHUKA.

OT jmpixaHUsI IpakKOHAa MeHsI 0O0JaeT BOJIHOW HECTEPITUMOTrO
kapa. Kakas e 4yqoBUIIHASA CUJIa CKPbITAa BHYTpU Hero. Takoe
JbIXaHME MOKET MpeBpalliaTh KAMHU B BOAY U MOMEHTAJIbHO UC-
napsiTh €€, OCTaBJsisl TOJIbKO IbLIb.

Her. {1 ne 6010ch. { 3HaI0 CBOETO MMITEpaTOpA.



CJI0BHO MPOYMTAB MOU MBICJIH, OH YAOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBAET.

— Tsl xopomas neBouka. 1 3Hawo, 4TO caesaj MpaBUIbHbBIN
BBHIOOD.

On nepeBogut B3I Ha KasHa:

— A BOT TeOe, MOH IOHBIN JIPAKOH, €Ille TOJBKO MPEJACTOUT
IIPOUTH IyTh, KOTOPBIY ITPEBPATUT TBOE CEPALE B 30JI0TO, KaK
cepiiie TBoer UCTUHHOW. U 3TOT MmyTh OYIeT TSKeIIbIM.

O yem o rooput? Hey:xenu oH... Heyxenu on npopuniaet?

— 51 rOTOB TIPOKTH JIIOOOM IyTh, JIUIIH OBl CTATh JOCTOMHBIM
3aHMMATh Ballle MeCcTo, — cMeJsio ToBoput Kash.

— MHe HpaBUTCsI TBOE PBEHUE, IOHBII JAPAKOH, U S pajl, YTO
ThI €11le He 3Haelllb, YTO TeOe MPeCTOUT.

— 1 ne oOmaHy Barie noeepue, umrneparop! — kpuunt Kass,
— 51 Oy/ly XpaHUTh TaliHY, B KOTOPYIO Bb MEHSI TIOCBSITUTE, U MOU
HACJIETHUK CTaHEeT BalllUM HaciaeqHukoM. S oderiao Bam!

— ¥V MeHs HeT COMHEHUH B 9TOM, IMEHHO [T03TOMY $1 BRIOpa
TeOsI.

— 4 roros!

— Ho Taiina He Oyznet cooOmeHa tede, Kasu Cannepc. 5 Hu-
KOI/Ia ¥ He coOupaicsi cooomarh ee Teode.

— Ho BbI ke roBopuiv... Bbl UTO ke, Mogydaercs, permim
Ha3HAYUT JPYTroro HacjaeJHuKa?

— Her, — roBopur umriepaTop, — TaiiHa OyJeT cooOIIeHa
TOJIBKO TBOEH UCTUHHOM. TOJIBKO OHa YBUJUT MECTO MOei ruode-
mm. Tonmpko oHa OyJeT CBUAETEebHUIICH TOTO, KakK s YTy B 3eM-
mo. ToNbKO OHA COXPAHUT Ty TallHY U MPOHECET Yepe3 Bpemsi,



IIOKA HE HACTaHET Yac OTKOMNATh MO0 YEUIyIO.

JIpakoH BBITATMBAET UCIIOJIMHCKYIO JIAIy, U KacaeTcsl OrpoM-
HBIMHU KOTTSIMU 3€MJIM BO3JIE MOUX HOT.

— Thbl nOJIETUIIIB CO MHOM, ANUTSA, IOJIETULL B MOM MOCJIEJHUNA
TOJIET.
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Kasu

EnBa 4 cipliy ciioBa MMIepaTopa, BHyTPU MEHS BCE XOJIOJe-
er.

AHHa, IOAHSAB TOJIOBY BBEPX, CMEJIO 3arIsiAbIBAET B IJ1a3a UC-
MOJIMHCKOTO JpakoHa-uMIieparopa. Kapkuii BO31yX, BHIPbIBAIO-
IMIUICSA W3 ero MacTH, KOrga OH TOBOPHT, CJIOBHO Obl HE TIPUYH-
HsieT el Bpeaa. Ho 51 3Hal0, KakoBO JOJIKHO ObITh HE3AIUILEH-
HOMY Y€JIOBEKY OT TaKOro kapa.

Kak e XopoIIo oHa JepKUTCs, Kak KpacuBa OHA B 3Ty MU-
HyTy. HO cynd o ee iy, oHa COBCEM HE IPEICTABIIAET, YTO
ee kKJeT. DTO HaJl0 OCTaHOBUTHh HemeaieHHo! MMmiepaTtop obe-
3ymen!

Bce uzet He Tak, Kak s IJIaHKPOBAJI, ITOTO HEJb351 JOMYCTUTb.
Ecnu AHHa ceryac OTIPABUTCS C UMIIEPATOPOM, OHA TOYHO MO-
ruOHeT. Besib B Heil HET CuITbl HACTIEAHMKA, A 3HAYUT, OHA HE CMO-
KET MEPEXUTh TO, UTO €H MPE/ICTOUT.

— Her! — BbIpbIBaeTCsl y MEHS HEBOJIBHBIN BO3IVIAC.

— Her? — cripammBaeT umneparop, nepeBos B3MIAL C MO-
el UICTUHHOU Ha MeHsl. — Y TeOsl eCTh KakKhe-TO BO3paKeHUs,
IOHBIU JIpaKoH?

— I[1o3BoJbTE MHE OTIIPABUTHCS C BAMU, — CTAPAsICh IEPKATh
rOJIOC KaK MOKHO pPOBHEE, ITPOILY 1 UMIIEpaTopa.



— Yero ThI OGoMIIbCA? — CIpAIIMBaeT OH, MOJO3PUTEIHLHO
MIPULILY PUBASICh.

— 41... DTO CAUIIKOM ONACHO, HA KOHY CTOMT CJIMIIIKOM MHO-
roe, OBEJIUTENb, YTO €CJIM OHA He HaieT oOpaTHyIo Aopory?

— Tu He BepuIlb B Halllero 6ora? — cIipalMBaeT uMIepa-
TOp. — Pa3Be Thl HE 3Haelllb, KAKOW MPUHAT MOPSAIOK HACIEN0-
BaHus? Pa3Be He yMTaJl Thl B JIETONUCSX, Kak lapuaH yHec CaH-
Jpy ¥ Mokaszai ei yeury? OHa cripaBUjiach U Jiaja 3TOMY MHU-
py moero npajgena. Tak ke TBosA UCTUHHAA. OHAa COBEPIIMT 3TOT
TIOJIBUT U BEPHETCS Hecsl B cebe He TOJMbKO HACJIEHUKA, HO U
3HAHUE.

4l ornsapiBaloCh MO CTOPOHAM M B JIMIIO MHE Opocaercsi 10-
BOJIbHAA yXMbUIKa KHA34 Canemca. OH, CTOSI B OUHOYECTBE, 10-
OJAJIb OT BCEX, KAXKETCS COBEPIIEHHO CYACTIIMBbIM.

CrtuckuBaio 3yObl ¥ OTBEYal0 TakK, YTOOBI HUKTO HE 3arojio-
3puIl, Kakasi Oypsi ceiiuac Oyuryer B MOel ay1iie:

— 4 gty Hamero 6ora OosbIle, YeM KTO-JIM00, KaK U MOSI Cy-
npyra. Ho kak Myx ¥ Kak oterr OymyIero HacieIHuka st Oecro-
KOIOCh O OE30IacHOCTH. . .

— Bor XxpaHuT TBOIO UCTUHHYIO, OH TIOAAPHII €1 1yJJ0 — TBO-
ero Oy/yIero HacjieMHUKa 1 OyIyIero HacJaeJHUKa BCel umIe-
pun. TBOSI UICTUHHAS CMOKET MTPEOAONIETh BCE U BEPHETCS LIETION
1 HeBpequMon. Ecii ke HeT, To HacTleIHUK OyJeT BHIOpaH coBe-
TOM KHs13ei. TakoBa MOsi BOJISI M TAKOBA BOJISI HAIEro Oora.

— Ho...

— He cnopp, — B ronoce umneparopa Ha 3TOT Pa3 3BYyYUT



HETEPIIEHUE U YCTAIOCTh. — Y MeHs Majio BpeMeHu, Kasn. [1o-
NIPOIIAKCS C CYNPYrOil ¥ MOJIMCh, YTOOBI BCE MPOILIO Oaromno-
JIYYHO.

Her.

DTOro He MOXET MPON30UTH. J0TKEeH OBITh KAKOW-TO BBIXO/L.
BonHa crpaniHoro GecrokoiicTBa, HEBUJAHHOTO JIO 3TOTO MO-
MEHTa 3a BCI0O MOIO KM3Hb, IIPOKATHIBAETCSI B Moel ayie. S
CMOTPIO Ha CBOIO XPYIKYI0 UCTUHHYIO U TENepb MO-HACTOSAILEMY
0CO3HAI0, YTO MOTY MOTEPATH ee. Heyxenu 1o, uTo 51 3atesin ObUIo
IyJOBUIIHON OIMIMOKOM, KOTOpasi Terneph yObET MO JTIOOUMYI0?

OHa He 3HaeT, YTO el MPEJCTOUT U CIIOKOMHO kJET TOU MU-
HYTBI, KOrJa eil Oy/leT MO3BOJIEHO B30OMTU Ha CITUHY OTPOMHOIO
npakoHa. bennas Moss AnHa. Heyxenu oHa cruHeTr B ropax, Ha-
BEKU MOXOPOHUB TallHY MECTOHAXOKJCHUSI UMIIEPATOPCKON ve-
uryu?

Tocriogu, uTo 5 Hazjenan?

4 mopxoxy Kk AHHe, U 3aKJo4al0 ee B 00bsaTus. Hecmotpst
Ha TO, YTO BHEIIIHE OHA CMOKOIHA, 51 YyBCTBYIO ee Apoxkb. OHa
OOHMMaeT MeHsI B OTBET, HO CJIOBHO OBl HEXOTsI, Kak Oy/ITO B ee
pyKax HeT CUJIbl, WJIM OHA MOMPOCTY HE XOYeT OOHSITh MEHS. ..

— IpocTtu, — 1ienyy s ei Ha yX0, — s1 He 3HaJl, YTO BCE TaK
obepHeTcsl.

— He 6oiics 3a MeHs1, Ka3H, — 51 BEPHYCb.

OT 3TuX cl0B AHHBI 1 YYBCTBYIO TaKyl0 HEXKHOCTb K CBOEU
UCTUHHOW, YTO OCTPOE€ UyBCTBO BUHbI IPOH3AET MEHS HECTEPIIH-
Mo# 60Jblo TpsiMO B cepiie. OHAa He MOHUMAET, YTO ee XKIET.



OHa He IOHUMAET, YTO TOJBKO CHJIa IpAaKOHA MOIJIA OBl CIIaCTH
ee. Kakas ona xpaOpasi, Kakasi CWJIbHasl B 3Ty MUHYTY.

U teneps s Tepsio ee. Her, Her, HeT. [lo/keH ObITh KaKOW-TO
BBIXOI.

Ho Brixona ger.

UyBCTBYI0, KaKk OHA OTCTPAHSETCA U 3aIIsIAbIBAET MHE B IVIa34.
B HUX nosbIxaeT yBepeHHOCTh U CIOKOMCTBUE, KOTOPOU S1 HUKO-
r1a He Buzes paHbiie. Heyxenu ee Bepa Tak cuibHa? OTKyaa B
Hel 3107

— 41 coBeprt OMIMOKY, TOBOPIO s €1 U TSI e PYKY.

— Bce uro cnenano, yxe ucropusi, KasH, Hu4uero He BEpHYTb,
— FOBOPUT OHA OTCTPAHEHHO.

— 41 ckaxy emy npaBay, s CKaxy, YTO HACJIEIHUKA HET, HEJlb-
3s1 TOMYCTUTb, YTOOBI THI TIOJIETENIA C HUM, — TOBOPIO 51 OTYASH-
HO, TIBITASICh MIEPEKPUYATh TIOAHSBIIMIACS SIPOCTHBIN BeTep, Opo-
CaIoIIMI MHE B JIMIIO YEPHBIN MECOK.

MeHs yxe He BOJIHYET, YTO 3TU CJIOBA MOTYT YCJIbILIATh JIPY-
rue. besyMHOe oTuasiHue OXBaThIBAET MOE CEp/ILIe U YeM OOJIbIIe
s1 CMOTPIO B IJ1a3a AHHE, TEM CTpAIllHEe MHE CTAHOBUTCS.

Ona npuoIMKaeTcs KO MHE U 1IeJTyeT MEeHs B TyOBI.

— Tur 310 BHIOpan, Kasn, Teneps Tebe ocTaercs: TOJIBKO MO-
JIUTHCSL.

OHa oTIycKaeT MO0 PyKy ¥ CMEJIO UJIET K ummnepatopy. 51 Bu-
Ky, KaK ee IIaThe pa3BeBaeTCsl Ha BETPY, U MHE MepeIaTcs no-
XOpOHHBIE (hr1aru.

Lenusasce 3a BBICTYIIBI HA IMOICTABJIEHHOW UCTIOJIMHCKOM JIare,



OHa YBEPEHHO KapaOKaeTcsl BBEPX I10 TeTy JPaKoHa.

Sl 3akpbIBaIO I71a3a U N1A/1A10 HA KOJICHM.

4 coBepimn omuoKy, s MOTepsiT Bee.

Crplny, Kak OrpoOMHbIE KPbUIbSl HAUMHAIOT XJIONATh U MOAHU-
Marto 1o BBepx. Kpoleunas (purypka Moeit AHHbI BUJHEETCS
IIe-TO 3a rOJIOBOM MMIIEpaTopa. Sl He Mory pasmiIsueTh ee JIH-
1a...

Tonbko Obl yBUzETH ee muo. [loxanyiicra. ..

4l BcTato Ha HOTM M HaYMHA Habupath cuiy. [neBath Ha Bee,
s TIOJIedy 32 HUMH. §1 He MOTy AOIyCTUTbh, YTOOBI OHA TIOTMOA.

U TyT 51 4yBCTBYIO UbIO-TO PYKY Ha CBOEM ILjIeye.

— VYcnokouteck, KHA3b, — CaIbILIY A rojoc Taiaena, — BaM
HE MO3BOJIAT B3/1eTeTh. [1yCTh BCe MAET CBOMM YEPEIOM.

1 mpITaloCh CKUHYTh €T0 PYKY, HO CJIEIYIOIIUE €T0 CJIOBAa MEHS
OCTaHaBJIMBAIOT.

— Eciu BBl 3T0 czienaere, KHA3bSA yHUUTOXAT Bac. OHU TOJIb-
KO U XKIYT 3TOrO.

S B yxxace cMOTPIO Ha TO, KaK UCTIOJIMHCKUAY IPaKOH-UMIIepa-
TOP YHOCUT MOIO MCTUHHYIO, B3MaxvBasi KpbUIbSIMHU, BCE BBIIIIE
¥ BbIlLE. Ero yepHOE TEJI0 CMEIMBAETCS C IYCTBIM YEPHBIM Jbl-
MOM, 3aBOJIAKMBAIOIINM Bce He0o. VI B 3Ty MUHYTY OIJTyIIUTENb-
HBIIA peB TPyO pa3pbiBaeT MPOCTPAHCTBO.

Ecnu 51 4T0-TO M MOT c/ienaTh, TO Tenephb yxke MO3JHO.

TpyObl CTUXAIOT ¥ TUILIMHA, KOTOPasi HACTYTAET 3a 3TUM, OIJIy-
IIMTEIBHO 3ByYHT B MOEH roJioBe, Kak 0e3MOJIBUE HEYMOJIMMOTO
poka.



Yro g Hagenan?

— He nepexuBaiite Bbl TakK, KHsI3b, —CJIbIIILY I HAPOUUTO
cnaakuii ronoc Canemca, — s yBEpeH, Ballla UCTUHHAsI CKOPO
BEPHETCs, BE/Ib OHA HOCUT HACJIEAHUKA [10]] CEPALIEM, OH TPUJACT
el cui1 1 He acT nmoruOHyTh. He tak ym, apxumaructp Taiinen?
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AHHa

S 4yBCTBYIO, Kak OCTpble Kpasl YeUlyd Ha Tejie UMIlepaTopa
PEKYT MOM PYKH, OCTaBJIsisl INIyOOKHE MOpe3bl, HO He o0palliaio
BHMMaHus. Bee 0 yem s gymaio — 310 KapaOKarbcsl BBEpX, HE
OIJISAABIBASACH, HE 33/IEPAKMBAS MBIC/Ib HA TOM, YTO OCTABJISIIO I10-
3a/1U.

JIbIM pa3zberaeT Mou IJla3a, U3 KOTOPHIX caMu COOOM KaTsT-
CA CIIE3Bl, U 1 HE BUXKY, a CKOPEE UYBCTBYIO, KyJla MHE HYXHO
KapabKaTbcsl, OTKYAA-TO TOYHO 3Hasi, Ky/a MOCTaBUTh PYKY, WM
HOTY B CJIEAYIOIINI MOMEHT, YTOOBI HE COPBATHCS BHU3.

Ha momoxet MHe 60r-IpakoH. [la moMoxeT MHe MOl Hacsea-
HUK.

MoIHoe AbIXaHue MCHOJIMHCKOIO APAKOHA OIIYIAETCs MOJ
MOVIMHU MaJbl[AMH, CIOBHO cama 3eMJIsl JPOKUT, MpeIBKyIIas
Hen30ekHyIo KatacTpody. S 4yBCTBYIO, Kak JAeCSATKH a3 oOpa-
IIEHBl cefyac Ha MeHs. B ToM 4nciie miaza MOEro MCTUHHOTO.
OH yBepeH, 4uTo 51 MOrKOHy. §1 Buena B ero B3IsAAe TOT CaMblid
yXkac, ¢ KOTOPHIM CMOTPSAT Ha TOTO, KOMY CYKJIEHO TIOTHOHYTb.
Takoii B3MJ1s1]] HE CITyTaTh HU € 4eM. YTO OH UyBCTBYET C
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