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On He uctyrayics camoil CMepTH - oH e€ 0OHsTMe 1y KU3HBI0 M KOHIIOM Hallljiach
UCTOPUS, KOTOPYIO HUKTO He OKUJIAN YCIbIIaTh. B O0MbHUYHON TanaTe MaJIburK
Jxummu BeTpedaetr camy CMepTh — M BOIIPEKU BCEMY He OTINAThIBAETCS,

a TIPOTATHBAET PYKY HaBCTpedy. Mexay peOEHKOM, KOTOPBIN BEPUT, UTO

00BATHE — JIy4Illee JIEKapCTBO, M BEYHBIM CTPakeM I'PaHUIl KU3HU POXKIAETCS
CTpaHHas1, TPOH3UTENbHAS CBsA3b. VX pa3roBOphl CTUPAIOT IPUBBIYHBIE TPAHULIBI
MeX]Ty CTPaxoM U MPUHATHEM, 3aCTaBISAIOT B3IJISTHYTh Ha HEM30€:KHOE TI0-HOBOMY.
DTO UCTOPHSI O XPYIKOCTH M CHJIE YeJIOBEUECKOTO CepIia, O BHIOOpE, KOTOPHIM
MeHsIeT He TOJIbKO CyabOy, HO M TOTO, KTO, Ka3aJI0Ch Obl, BBIIIIE JIIOOBIX IYBCTB.

O TOM, KaK UCKPEHHOCTh CITOCOOHA MPOOUTHLCS Jake CKBO3b JICASTHON MTOKPOB
BeuHOCTH. M 0 gape KW3HU — He Kak 0 4EM=TO caMO COOOI pa3ymeroIemcs, a
KaK O IyTH, KOTOPBIA XOUETCS TTPOMTH JIO KOHIIA, TPUCTYITUBAsICh K COOCTBEHHOMY

cepaly.
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I'maBa 1

IMoaapok CmepTn

— A mouemy Thl XOAMIIb C KOCOH B pykax? Benp 371ech HeT TpaBbl, 4TOOBI €€ MOXKUHATH, —
CKa3aJl MaJIbUMILIKA, BCTaBasl ¢ OOJbHUYHON KOWKM MPH BUJIE CTPAHHOTO HE3HAKOMIIA, BOILIEIIIErO
B ITaJIary.

— 37ech eCTb HEeUTO APYToe, YTO MOKHO IOKUHATh, — XOJIOAHO OTBeTUIa CMEPTH B IJTMHHOU
4EpHOI MaHTHH. B €€ KOCTIABBIX OeJIbIX pyKax MoOiecKruBasia Koca.

— W 4to xe 3107 — ¢ MOOONBITCTBOM CITPOCHIT PEOEHOK, IOAXO/s K HE3HAKOMITY U A€pras
€ro 3a MaHTHIO.

— Kuznu, — Boigana CMepTsb, OycTUB rosioBy. KOCT/IsBbIN Yepen ¢ HUPOKUM PTOM, OeSTbIMU
3y0aMu M MYCTHIMUA YEPHBIMU ITPOBAJIAMU BMECTO I71a3 YCTaBUJICA HA MaJIbUMKA.

— Kuzun? Pa3Be nux MOHO MOKMHATE? — HaUBHO nepecnpocu [Jxkummu. — Bot nrymbii!
— HACMEUUIMBO J100aBrI OH. — [TOXMHATh MOXKHO MIIEHUILY TaM... OBOLIH, a HE KU3HU.

Ha cekynny naxe 3ta ieTckas HAMBHOCTb NOKazanack CmepTy 3a0aBHOM.

— ThI em€ Maj 1 MaJIo 9TO MOHUMAEIIIh, — TOJIOCOM, CIOCOOHBIM ITPUBECTH OOBIYHOTO YeJIo-
BeKa B y)Xac, paBHOAYIIHO J0OaBMIIA OHA.

— Hy a 1Bl BOH Kakoil OOJNBIION! — MPOTSHKHO MPOU3HEC MAIbUOHKA, BHITSHYB PYKY Hal
co0oM, OyATO MbITasiCh UI3MEPUTH POCT codeceqHuKa. — MOoKeT, Toraa OObSCHUIIb MHE? — BHOBb
NOJOM/IS K KPOBAaTH M BCKapaOKaBIIMCh Ha He€, JOOABUIT PeOEHOK.

Cmeprtb Momua HaOmoaana 3a HUM. OHa He 3Hasla, YTO OTBETUTh: BCE, KTO KOIAa-JIu00 BUIE
e€, IPUXOIWIN B yXKac WIM CKOpOb M NbITAIUCh OexaTh npoyb. Ho HUKTO HUKOrAA He Mpocuil eé
pacckaszarb YTO-HUOY/Ib.

— IlpucaxuBanrech, MUCTEP, — CKa3aJl MAJIBUUILIKA, yKa3bIBasd HA CTYJ PAJOM C KPOBATBIO.

CmepTh 6€33BYYHO IMOAIONLIA K KPOBaTH M 00paTHjia BHUMaHME HA MPEIMETH, JeXKaBIIie Ha
TymMOouke. Mosya paccMaTpiBasi MX, OHa 3ameTr1a (poTorpadguio v B3sia €€ B CBOM KOCTIISIBbIE PYKH.

JIKMMMHM BCTaJl HA KPOBATH U, KOCHYBIINMCh YKA3aTeJIbHBIM MAJIbLIEM CHUMKA, CKa3aJl:

— DT0 MOsI MaMa, — OH yKa3aJl Ha YJIbIOAIOIyI0Cs IEBYILIKY C KallITAHOBBIMU BOJIOCAMU. — A
3TO MOM Mana, OH OYeHb CHJIbHBIN, — J100aBUJI MaJIbUMK, IEPEBO/IS Majlel] Ha MyKUUHY, JepP/KaBIIEro
Ha pyKax peOeHka. — A 310 1.

— TBost MaMa MHOTO TUTaYeT, — TMONOXKUB (hoTOrpacuio Ha TyMOOUKY, XOJOAHO A0OaBMIIA
CmMmepTh, BHOBb YCTPEMMB ITyCTOU B3IVIsA[] HA MAJIbUMKA.

JIKUMMU TTOTSIHYJICS 32 CHUMKOM, CE€J Ha KPOBaTh M KPETIKO TPHKa ero K cede.

— OrTKyna Bbl 3Haete?

— 4 npocro 3Hal.

— Taxk pacckaxure MHe! Bbl CTOJIBKO 3HaeTE U MOYHUTE. .. B 4EM CMBICI 3HaHUU, €CIA UMU
HEJIb34 MoAennuThes? S Toxke Xouy CTONBKO 3HATh!

— Tebe emg paHo.

— ®yx! — HeJOBOJIBHO (DBIPKHYJ MaJIbUMK, OTJIOKHB (poTtorpadguio B CTOpoHy. — f yxe
B3pOCJIBI U MOTY YHTaTh! — HaJlyB I'yObl, CKa3aJl OH, OTBEPHYBILMCh U CKPECTUB PYKU HA I'PYAH.

— A ncarp? — cripocuna CMepTb, OpOCHB B3IIS] HA OYyMaKKH C HEYKJTIOKUMH MOMBITKAMA
MMChMA, JIEKABIIME HA TyMOOUKE.

— Hy... noka nosyyaercs 1j0xo, HO 1 Hay4ych, BOT yBUIUTE! 3aTO 51 MOI'Yy pCOBaTh. XOTUTE,
51 BaC Hapucyw?
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— He xouy.

— IMouemy BbI TakoO¥ TPYCTHBINA? — 03aJaU€HHO CITPOCHIT peOEHOK.

CmepTb MOJTYa OTBEPHYJIACh.

— 41 He rpycTHBIA. 1 MPOCTO CAMIIKOM MHOTO 3HAl0, — HAKOHEll IPOPOHMUJIA OHA.

Manbuuk cCHOBa B300paJIicsi HA KPOBATh M, KOCHYBIIHCH KOCT/ISIBOW PYKH CBOUMH MaJICHbKUMHU
TEMJIBIMHU MAJTbIIAMU, KperKo 00Hs1T e€. CMepTh OT HEOKUIAHHOCTH PE3KO 0OEPHYJIach M X0Tea ObLIO
BBIPBaTh PYKYy M3 OOBSATUM, HO 3amMepia, I Ha peOéHka. OH UCKpeHHe oOHMMan e€, 0e3 crpaxa
1 OOsI3HU, HE BeJasi, YTO OHA MPHUIILIA 32 HHM.

— Yo TH AENaenb? — o3agaueHHo crpocuia CMepTb.

— OOBATHS — 3TO JIyUllIee JIEKApCTBO OT BCEro, — OTBETMII [ KUMMH, eIlIE Kperrde CTUCKUBAs
KOCTJISIBYIO PyKy. — Eciu 1 BBl OOHUMeTe MeHsl, TO, MOXKeET, TIOMOXeT emié OpicTpee!

Cekynay nomens, CMepTh pe3KO OTBETUJIA:

— Her! — u, BbIpBaB pyKy, HapaBUJIaCh K JBEPH.

— Takas J10Xb, KaK «Bepa» M «HAJICK/1a», — JIUIIb [ycTast W03, IPUAyMaHHasK CJTaObIMU
JHOBMU TSI yTEeIeHUsI TIepel] TeM, C YeM OHH He B CHJIaX COBJIA/aTh.

— He roBopurte Tak! — BO3MyTHJICS MaJIbUMK. — Bepa 1 Haziek/1a Beeria moMoraroT JIosm !
[TpocTto um HyKHO BpeMst — MOpoii MHOTO BpeMeHH. Ho ecii uCKpeHHe BepUTh BCEM CEepALIEM, 1yI0
BCE-TaKu Mpou30iIET. Tak HamMcaHO BO BCeX CKa3Kax!

Briciymas atu cioa, CMepTh MOJTUa NOTSHY/IACh KOCTJISIBOM PYKOM K METAJUIMYECKON pyUKe
IBEpPH.

— Tocroiire! Kyna e Bbl? — pa3nocagioBaHHO KPUKHYI PEOEHOK.

CMepTb OCTaHOBUJIACH, IEPXKACD 32 PYUKY, U, UyTh TOBEPHYB IOJIOBY, OTBETHJIA:

— 4 npupy 3aBTpa. S Bcerma npuxoxy... KO BCEM.

— 4 Gyny xmaTh Bac! — Maxasi MaJIeHbKOM PYKOH, BEKJIMBO OTBETHJI MAJIbUMIIIKA.

— He cTouT Tak roBOpUTh. .. — C STUMU cioBaMu CMepTh BHIIILIA TTPOUb.

JIKUMME OBICTPO BCKOYMJI C KPOBATH, YPOHUB Ha TIOJ MOAYIIKY U ofesino. [Togbesxas K 1Bepw,
OH pacraxHyJl e€, HaJesiCh YBUIIETh CBOETO 3araJJOYHOro COOECeHNKA, HO B JTTMHHOM O€JIOM KOpH-
J0pe HUKOro He ObuT0. JIMIIb Meplaiy Ha MOTOJKE AJTMHHBIE JIAMITBI, U UX CBET OTPAXKAJICS B CKOJIb3-
KOM Ka(eIbHOM TOIy.

— JIxuMMH! — KpUKHYJa TPOXOAMBINAS MUMO MejcecTpa. MajabuuK OT HEOXHIAHHOCTH
UCITyTaHHO B3[IPOTHYJL.

— Yo THI 37€CH Aemaenib? BeicTpo B mocTesb!

— 41 XoTes mpoBOIUTH CBOETO Apyra, HO oH ucue3! OH MpOCTOo B3s1 U Ucue3! — BOCXUIIEHHO
MOBTOPHJI MaJTbUHIK.

— Kakoii em€ apyr? Hukro He nmpuxonu, yxke HOUb! — meacecTpa nposogwia [JKUMMH B
naJary, MoAHsJIa ¢ 1oJja MOAYIIKY U OEsIO U YIOKIIa peOEHKA B TIOCTEIIb.

— OH npuxoaui! Bosbloi Takor, YEPHBIN U... TAKON CMEIIHOM! — BCE MOBTOPSLT [IKUMMH.

— OH obermmasn, uyto npuaeT 3aBTpa. OH CKa3all, YTo BCEr/ia MPUXOINT KO BCEM.

— A Kak 30BYT TBOETO JIpyra? — yKpbIBast MAJIbUMKa OfIESJIOM, TIOMHTEPECOBAJIACH MEJICECTPA.

— He 3Hato0, 0H He Ha3BaJl CBOEro0 UMEHHU... XOTs... W 51 3a0bi1 cBOE Ha3Bath. Hy HUuero!
3aBTpa OH OMATh MPUIET, — TOJIOKUB PYKY TOJ TOAYIIKY, 3€Bas, MPOIIENTA MaJTb4UK.

— CniokoiiHO# HOuH, [IKUMMHU, — CKa3asia ME/ICECTPa, BHIKJIIOYMB CBET U 3aKPHIB JBEPb.

Kak Tompko miarm 3atuxiii, JKUMMU ObICTPO BBIOpaJICSl M3-TIOJ Ofiesiia, CXBATWII CO CTOJIA
JIMCTOYEK U KOPOOKY C LIBETHBIMH KapaH/alllaMH, JOCTAN U3 SIIMKA MaJeHbKUI (DOHAPUK U, YKPBIB-
IIUCh B KPETIOCTU U3 OfIesiIa, IPUHSJICS PUCOBATb.

Ha cnepytommii nens JKMMMU IPOCTOSUT Y OKHA, BIVISIIBIBASICh B KAJK/ABIH CHITYST, B KAK/IYIO
TEeHb, HaJesICh YBUJETh CBOETO Apyra. Tak v He 10K JaBIINCh, OH JIET CHAaTh.

Housblo, mouysB, Kak TMOBESJIO CMEPTENIbHBIM XOJIOZOM, MaJIbUMK BCTaJl, JyMasi, YTO OKHO
oTKpbiTo. Ham kKpoBathio crosiiia CMepTh — BO BCEM CBOEM BEJIMUUH U YKace.
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— Tbl Hamyras1 MeHsl, — MOTUPAsi COHHBIE I71a3a, CKa3aJl MAIbYMK U BSUIO 3€BHYJI.

— 4 Beap roBopuI, UTO MpUAy, — npousHecia Cmepts. OHa 000ILIAa KPOBATh M MOTYA TIOJ0-
IJ1a K OKHY.

— A noyeMy Tak no3gHo? { nenblid AeHb KAal.

— 5] Benp BeJien He KIaTh MEHS.

Manb4uK MpOoCyHYJ PyKY MO MOMYIIKY, JOCTaJl pa3yKpalleHHbIN JIUCTOK OyMark v MpOTSIHYJT
ero Cmepru.

— Y10 3107 — YIUBIEHHO OCMOTPEB JIUCTOK, Bbigana CMepTh M HEPEIIUTENbHO B3sJIa €r0 B
OJeIHbIC PYKH.

— 210 THI, a 3TO 5, — OTBeTWI J[)KMMMHU, yKa3biBasd Ha pUCyHOK. Ha HEM ObuT M300pakeéH
MapK aTTPaKIMOHOB, a B 1leHTpe — CmepTh, Aepikainas 3a pyky xxummu. BMmecto Kocel B €€ pyke
ObLT POXOK MOPOKEHOTO.

— 41 e ckazai, 4To He Hajlo. .. — npodopmoTtana CMepTh.

— ThI XOpOIIIO pUCYelllb, — HE CIUIIKOM OXOTHO, HO BCE ke MPHU3HAJIA OHA.

— A 310 uT0? — cnpocuiia CMepTh, YKa3aB CBOMMHU KOCTJISIBBIMU MaJIbl[aMU HA HEOHSATHBIN
Uil He€ OOBEKT Ha PUCYHKE.

— I'nynbiit! to ke Mukku Mayc, apyr Beex aereii!

— T'mranrckas Kpbica — Apyr Bcex Jereri? MHe HMKOrga He NOHSATH JIoneil, — 3asBuia
CmepTb, MPOTIrUBasi pUCYHOK Hazajl peOEHKY.

— Her, 310 mogapok tebe!

— Tlonapok? 3a uro? — cnpocunia CMepTh, He 3Hasi, UTO JeJIaTh C JIUCTKOM.

— IIpocro tak. Tak nocrynawt apy3bs.

— Jpy3bsa? — CmepTh 3alyMYMBO TJIsifieIa Ha PUCYHOK, OYATO 9TOT KycOueK Oymaru BAPYT
CTaJI CaMbIM LIEHHBIM IIPEMETOM B MUDE.

— Kak 1e6s1 30ByT? — HaKOHeIl CITPOCHIT MAJTbUHIK.

— Wms mae — CMepTh, — TOP/KECTBEHHO MPOM3HECIIa OHA.

— Cwmeptb? V Tebs gaxe uMs cMeliHoe! — HauBHO paccMesuics [xkuvmu. — Pa3Be Koro-to
MoryT 3BaTb CMepTh?

— Tonbko MeHs1, — OTBETWJIa OHA, CKJIAJIbIBasi PUCYHOK M aKKypaTHO TMOMeIIasi ero B KapMaH
yépHOU OGechOpMEeHHON MaHTHH.

— A MeHs4. ..

— JIXxuMMH, — He JOKHIAsICh, TOKa MAJIbYMK JOTOBOPUT, MOCHENTHO OTBeTUIa CMepTh, emme
OoJIbIlie YIVBHUB peOEHKA.

— Bay! — BoCTOp:k€HHO BBIIOXHYJ OH, BbITApallUB I1a3a. — Bhl gaxke MO€ ums 3Haere!

— 41 ke ckazaji, 9YTO 3HAI0 MHOTO.

— A BbI 3HaeTe, KaK UrpaTh B IIAIIKA?

Manpuuk AocTal U3 AIIMKa [IaXMaTHYIO JOCKY.

— Xouemb chrpath? — 3anHTepecoBaHHO cripocwiia Cvepth. [ToBepHYB KOCy B pyke, OHA
HEBOJILHO IapariHyJia Moji — pa3ajics MPOTUBHBINA CKPHIL.

— Jla, ecim BB ymeeTe, — ynbloasich, orBeTi [Jpkummu. OH pasiiokml JOCKYy Ha TyMOOUKe
Y OTOJIBUHYJI BCE JIMIIIHEE B CTOPOHY.

— A TeOe He Topa criaTh?

— CoOH HUKyZa He YIIET, a BOT Bbl MOKETE YHUTH.

— 4 HuKyza HEe cOOMPAIOCh.

— Torna npucaxuBaiTech! — ¢ yabIOKON CKa3al MaJIbUMK, YKa3bBask HA CTYIL.

— BbI Oyznete 6e1bIMU WA YEPHBIME ?

— Kakumu xovenib ObITh Thi?

— Hy Her! Tak He cuuraercs, 51 nepBbIi cIPOCUJI! — 3aIIpOTECTOBAJI MaJIbUOHKA.
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— 4 6yny u€pabiMu, — otBeTmiIa CMepTh, pUCAXUBAsACh HA cTy. Koca mo-npexHeMy octa-
BAJIaCh Y HEE B PYKe.

— S xoxy nepebiM! — Manbumk czienan xol. 3a HUM nocienosai xox CMepTu: IJIMHHBIE KOCT-
JISIBBIE MAJIbLIBI JIOBKO IEPECTABIISIIM MAJICHbKUE YEPHBIE IIAIKY, OXKUAAS CIEAYIOLIEr0 X04a CBOEro
MAaJIEHBKOT'O COIEPHUKA.

Crpenku Ha yacax Oexasii BHepel, HEMPEPhIBHO THKAs KaXIyI0 CEKYHYy, HO BPeMsl CJIOBHO
3aCTBIJIO B TOM CTPAHHOM COI03€ — MEXAy peOEHKOM U camoil CMepThIO.

— To1 mobGeann, — oObsiBriIa CMepTh, caesIaB MOCIEAHUN XO]I.

— Taxk HevectHo! Bol nognanmucs! — Bo3myTtuics xummu.

— S Hukorga He nopgalck. S Bceraa nocTynap Tak, Kak HyxkHO. M eciu s mpourpaia, 3Ha4uT,
TaK OBUIO HYKHO, YTOOBI MTPENoaaTh YpoK.

— A Kakoi 310 ypok? — 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO CIPOCUJT MAJTbUUK.

— Jlns1 TeOst oH mpocT, — oTBeTmsia CMepThb, BCTaBast co CTyna. — JIeTsM Hy)KHO HOYBIO CTaTh.

— BbI yxoauTe? — cBEpKaIONIMMU I1a3aMH CITPOCKIT PeOEHOK, TIOIXO/s K Kpalo KpOBaTH.

— Tebe nopa cnath.

— A 3aBTpa BHI PUJIETE? — € HAJIEXK]ION B rojioce cripocuit JKumMmu.

— Jla, — kopotko orBeTmia CMepTh.

JIBepb OTKpBLIACh, M B KOMHATY 3alllla MEJCECTpa.

— JIxxumMMmu, oyemy Thl el€ He cruiib! BoT npuayT 3aBTpa TBOM pOAWTENH, 1 UM BCE pac-
CKaxXy! — BO3MyIIQJIach cTapasi MejcecTpa B OelloM Xxanare; cepeOpHCThie BOJIOCH BBIIJISABIBATIN
U3-TI07 OEJION IANOYKH.

— 41 urpast co CBOMM JIpyroM B IIAIIKH, HO OH CTECHSIETCS Bac, [I03TOMY Cpazy ke HcYes.

— BricTpo s10%kMCh criaTh!| — MeacecTpa yJI0Kuila ero B KpoBaTh U HAKPbLUIA TEIJIBIM OJESIJIOM.

— XOTUTe 3HaTh, KaK 30BYT MOEro jpyra? — CHOpOCW MaJlb4MK, B3JISHYB B yroi. Tam, 3a
CIMHOM y ME/ICeCTPbl, BO3BBIIIIAJIACh TpoMagHast uépHast purypa ¢ kocoil. CMepThb MojiHecs1a KOCTIs-
BBII MaJIell KO PTY, KECTOM MOKa3blBasi MAJIbYUKY MOIYaTh. [IKUMMHU cpa3y ke KMUBHYIL.

— Tak Kak *e ero 30ByT? — CIpocuia MEJICECTPa, MOAXOAs K BBIKJIIOYATEIIO.

— Huxkak, — t1xo otBeTHI1 MasibuMK. OH MOBEPHYJICS Ha OOK, MOYIOTHEE YKPBUICS OAESIOM
Y 3aKPbUI COHHBIE I71a3a.

COMHBILIKO SPKO MbUIAJIO, 3aJIMBasi KOMHATY 30JI0THIMU JydaMu. [IKUMMU CHJIeN Ha KpOBaTH,
urpasi ¢ urpymkamu. Psjom sieskana Oombiast TOJCTasi KHUTA 10 aHATOMUM — OH BBIIIPOCHJI €€ Yy
ME/ICECTPBI.

CrokoWHY10 Urpy HApYHIWI CTYK METALTMYECKON PYKOSITU O KadelbHbIN 1o Mabuuk npu
BUJI€ CBOETO Jpyra OTIOKMWI UTPYLLIKU U MOTSAHYJICS K KHUre. C TpyJIOM OTKPBIB HYKHYIO CTPaHMILY,
oH noyHEC e€ Kk CMeptu. KHrra Obu1a CTONb BEJIMKA, YTO TIOYTH 3aKphIBajia COOON MaTbuMKa.

— Cmotpu, — TuXO0 cKazan I>xuMMu, BOIs MajblieM MO CTpouykaMm. — TyT HamucaHo, YTO
cepare ObETCSI MHOTO-MHOTO pa3 B JIeHb. A €C/Ii OHO TEePecTaHeT, TO. .. Hy, Thl 3Haelb. Ho 3Haelb,
yro emé TyT ecth? TyT ecTh Mpo To, Kak Jitoau Oopiorcs. Kak oHM HerIsioTes 3a KU3Hb, Jake Koraa
coBceM Tsikes10. HaBepHoe, o3ToMy MaMa TutadeT — OHa OOMTCS, UTO 51 He cMory yrnepxarbcs. Ho
s1 cMory. Sl Beib CUJTbHBIM, TTpaBa’?

CMepTb CKJIOHMIIA CBOM OE3/TMKUI JIMK HaJl CTPAHUIIAMH, OY/ITO BUMTHIBASICh B CTPOKH, KOTOPBIX
HE MOIJIa IPOYECTb.

— Jlroau HerIsoTCs 3a )KU3Hb He IOTOMY, YTO CHJIbHBI, — HAKOHEL| TUXO ITPOU3HEC/Ia OHA, U B
9TOM MIENOTE He ObUIO MPUBBIYHOTO X0Joa. — OHM HETUISIOTCS, TIOTOMY YTO HE YMEIOT OTITYCKAaTh.
B 3TOM MX ¥ c71a00CTh, ¥ BeMUanIast CHIa.

— 3HauuT, ¥ Thl HE MOXKEIIb TPOCTO TaK 3a0paTh MEHs, MOKa s IePKyCh? — C JAETCKOM Mpsi-
MOTOM cripocuit [IKuMMHU.

— HuxkTo He MoxeT 3a0parh TO, YTO YeJIOBEK He TOTOB OTAaTh, — OTBeTHIa CMepTh, U B €€
roJIoce BIPYT MPO3BYYaJIO YTO-TO MOXOKEE HA YBAKEHUE.
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Manbuuk yabpIOHyIICs, OyATO YCIBIIIAT caMOe BaXKHOE OOeIIaHie B CBOEH KU3HH.

— CMmoTpH, — CcKa3aJl OH, yKa3blBasi Ha CKeJleT, N300paXEHHbIA Ha KapTHHKE. — OH MOX0K
Ha TeOs.

CmepTb MOJTYa OrJIsizieNia KApTUHKY — M B TOM MOJIYaHUU BAPYT MEJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO MOXOXKee
Ha UTPUBOCTD.

— Jla, — BBIJQJIa OHA C TOW OCOOOHM aKKypaTHOCTHIO, C KaKOW MpUHMMAJa BCE HOBOE, YTO
MIPUHOCKJT €l 3TOT MAJIBUMK, OYATO KaXkJ0€ €ro OTKPBITHE ObUIO XPYIIKUM COKpoBHUIlleM. — Becbma
TIOXOX.

— MoxerT, 310 TBOH Opat? — npeanonoxut Jxummu.

— V mens Het Opara, — orBetmia CMepTh.

— V mens toxe HeT. [ToaToMy MHe Bcerja OblIo Tak CKyYHO, — THXO ITPOrOBOPHIT MaJIbUHUK.

— PasBe y 1e0s1 HeT npy3eit? — nouHTtepecoBasiach CMepTh.

— Bbimm, Ho ceifuac HeT. B 4ém cMBICTT MMETh MHOTO JIpY3€id, €CJIM HUKOTO HET PsiIoM, KOrja
Hy)xHO? [lo MHe, Tak Jydllle UMeTh OJHOTO JIpyra — TaKOro, KOTOPHI BCceraa OyleT psaoM U He
opocur. Tbl Beib He OpocHUIIb?

— Huxkorpa. 51 Bcerna 6yny psgom, — nipousHecia CMepTh.

B Ty ke cekyHy 4achl, BUCEBIIIME HA CTEHE, C TPOXOTOM YU Ha MO U Pa3OMIIMCh HA KPYITHBIE
OCKOJIKH. Bpemsi Ha HUX 3aCTBUIO Ha TOW caMOW OTMETKe — TOM, 4To ObI0, Korga CMepTh BIiepBbIe
NpuIlIa K MatbuuKy. OHa Mpe3puTeIbHO MOCMOTpeNa Ha pa3OMThie Yachl, U B €€ B3MIIsAe YMTAIOCH
HeuTo OoJiblliee, YeM MPOCTO pa3ipaxkeHue: OyATO caMma CyTh BpeMeHH Oblila el HelTpUsITHA.

— Yacsl c1oMajuchk. .. — ckazajl JKuMMU, HOIX0As K OCKOJIKAM.

— He Ttporaii ux, — crporo npukazajia Cmepts. — MHe nopa.

OHa cusIbHee MPeKHEro CTUCHYJIA KOCY B KOCT/ISIBBIX PyKax, M BUJI Y He€ ctal eme dosee ycTpa-
IIAIOIIMM — B MYCTBIX IIA3HUIAX OYATO BCIBIXHYJ aJICKHIA OTOHb.

— Kak?! Vxe! — mevanbHO BHIJOXHYJT MaJIbYOHKA, MToAOerast K CRBoeMy JIpyry.

— Jla. MHe HyXxHO Koe-uTo petmth. Heuro oueHb BaxkHOe, — orBeTmsia CMepTh, CKIOHSACH
HaJ peOEHKOM. [IpocyHyB pyKy B KapMaH, OHa JI0CTajia 30J0TOM MeIaTbOH C CEKPETOM M MPOTSIHYJIA
ero xummu.

— 30 Tebe. [Togapok.

Manbuuk B35JT MEAATLOH U 3a4apPOBAHHO OCMOTPEJ €r0, MOBOPAYMBAs B MAJIBIAX TaK, YTOObI
MOMMaTh CBET.

— Cnacu6o! On oyeHb Kpacusbiii! A 4TO Tam BHYTpu?

— V3Haenb, Korna npuaeT Bpems, — ckazaga Cmeptb. C STUMM CJIOBAaMM OHA HMCYe3fia, He
OCTaBUB U CJIe[]a CBOETO MPUCYTCTBHS — JIMIIb BO3/1yX HA MTHOBEHHE CTaJl XOJIOHEe.

— ThI xOTesia MeHsI BUAETh, — HEJOBOJIBHO MpopokoTasia CMepTh, 0Opainasch K CTOsIBIICH
riepesi Hel eBYIIKE.
— Tw 3Haens npuunHy, — oTtBeTwIa Ku3Hb 4yTh UrpuBo, Ho CMepTh OTpearnpoBania C

SBHBIM HEOOBOJIbCTBOM: ee ITYCTBIC ITIA3HHUIBI ITIOTEMHEIIN, a KOCTJISIBBIU POT UCKa3UJICA B IpuMace,
OT KOTOPOH BESJIO IPEBHUM XOJIOIOM.

KusHb, He oOpaias Ha 9TO BHUMAaHUsI, MPOAOJIKaia 3aHUMAThCs CBOMMH JISJIAMU: TIPOTSATH-
Bajla pyKy C CeMEUYKaMM ITHIaM, KOTOpBIE CJIETAIUCh BOKPYI HEE, *kenasi HE CTOJbKO JIAKOMCTBA,
CKOJIbKO BO3MOKHOCTU TIOOBIT PSIJIOM.

— MautbuuK. .. — HaKOHell IPOM3HECIIa OHAa HEKHBIM I'OJIOCKOM, OT KOTOporo aaxe y Cmepru
Ha MHT OYy/ITO 3aMepyIo TO, UTO 3aMeHsIIo el cepare. — Ero cpok Bbimen. Tak moyemy oH KuUB? —
BCE TaK ke yipdasch, cripocuia KusHb, UrpuBo norsiaes Ha CMepTh.

— 41 Xx0ouy 3aKJIIOYUTD CHEJIKY, — TBEPIO cKazaia CMepTh.

7Ku3Hb pe3ko 00epHyIach, YIUBIEHHO TPUTOJHSIB OPOBH.
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— Tu1?! Caenky — paay Majibyuiiku? !

— Jla, — xonoxgHo otBeTUsIa CMepTh.

7Kv3Hb ofo11171a K Hel U cTaJla pacXakKMBaTh BOKPYT, OYATO U3ydasi 3Ty BHE3AITHYIO ITepeMeHy.

— Oruero xe? YTo Takoro B 3T0OM MaJIbuMKe, pa3 OH 3aCTyXWJI TBOIO MUJIOCTh? Thl Bejib 3Ha-
elllb: Halla paboTa CI0kKHA, HO MBI HE MOJKEM. ...

— Ecu Gbl OH J107XKeH ObLT MOTUOHYTh, TakK Obl ¥ ObUTO, — Tiepedua CMepThb, TBEPIO U YBe-
PEHHO, Kak Bcerga. — Ha MoéM Mecte Moriu ObITh MOM JKHEIbl — OHH, HE pa3lyMbIBasi, 3a0pau
Obl ero xu3Hb. Ho HeT: mo Bose cyapObl TaM ObLT 51, ¥ 51 PEIIJI OCTABUTh €MY SKU3Hb.

7Kv3Hb omycTriIa TooBy M CTajia pasryisAbiBaTh IIBETOK, KOTOPBIN Jepikajia B pyKe.

— Cynp6a... OHa rmaBHee Hac. M pa3 ThI TaK FTOBOPHIIIb, 3HAYUT, JOJDKHA OBITh 3aMEHa.

— Ero poaureny HOYaM# MOJISIT O TOM, YTOOBI OT/AATh CBOIO JKM3Hb B3aMEH Ha KU3Hb ChIHA.

— Koro 161 Bo3bMENTH? — cripocuiia Ku3Hb, OAXO/s BIUIOTHYIO ¥ TOAHUMASI B3TJIS]] IPSIMO
B YEpHBIE MyCThIe TPOBaJIBI 17123 CMepTH.

— ¢1 3abepy ortra.

— Tl ckazas, 4To XOYelIb 3aKI0UUTh ciesKy. Toraa ciaymaii yeiaoBusi. Thl 1OTKEH CIIPOCUTh
y MaJIbYMKa: COTJIACEH JIU OH XUTh WJIM XOUET YMEepeTh. A TaKkKe Thl JOJKEH MOJIyYUTh COITIACHE €ro
OTIIa — XOYeT JI1 OH OTAATh )KU3Hb 33 CBOETO ChIHA.

— Jla Oynet no-TBoeMy, — rnpousHecia CMepTh U, IOBEpHYB BEJIMUECTBEHHYIO KOCY, B OIUH
MHUT HCYesa.

JloxaBimchy HOUM, Koraa Bee ynui, CMepTh BHOBb NpHIIUIA K MaJbUMKy. Boiins B manary,
OHa yBHJEJa, 9TO [[DKUMMHM yKe CITUT, KPETKO CKaB B pyKe MOAAPOK — TOT caMblii MeAaiboH. CMepTh
THXO MOZIOIIUIA U OCTOPOXKHO pa3Oyaua ero.

— Tax no3aHo... d yxe cnan, — npodopMoTan COHHbIN IKMMMU, MOTHpasi CIUMAIONIUECS
rasa.

— ¢1 mpuxoxy K Tebe B mocnenHui pas, — mnpousHecia Cmepts. [71a3a MaspuMKa TYT Xke
IIPOKO PacKpblIMch. OH BbUIE3 U3-TIO] OfesiIa U CelT Ha KOJICHH.

— Ho nouemy? — %ajioOHO CIIPOCHIT OH.

— Tak nHago. U Tak Gyner aydiie. A Tereps s IOJKeH Tedst Koe 0 Y€M CrpocHTh. xummu,
THI XOUeIlTb KHUTb. .. WIN XOUelllb yMepeTh?

Manbuuk 3agymaics, a MoTOM ¢ HEOKMIAHHBIM BOOIYIIIEBICHUEM ITPOM3HEC:

— Ecmu 51 BBIOEpY BTOpOE, TO MBI OyJIeM 4acTo BUJIEThCs, TIpaBaa?

— Ha. Ho Torga Tel 6oMblle HE CMOXeIb YBUAECTh poauteseid. OHu OynyT O4eHb CKydarh IO
TeOe, a CO MHOU THI €IIIE BCTPETHUIIILCS.

— Ho T8I e ckazai. ..

— He ceituac. Korna npoitnér MHOTO JieT, s BHOBb Mpuj1y K Tede. S Belb Bceraa Mmpuxoxy.

— Torma. .. — npoTsKHO Npou3HEC [KuMMH, — 51 BHIOMpAIO KU3Hb.

W B 3TOT MUT, eciu Obl KTO-TO MOT 3TO BUIETh, OH yBUjEN Obl, Kak CMepTh yIbIOHYIaCh —
M0-HACTOAIIEMY, HICKPEHHE, TaK, KaK TOJIBKO MOJKHO YJIbIOAaThCs, KOTAa BHYTPH UTO-TO CIABHUTAETCS C
MEPTBOH TOUKH. Masbuuk BeIOpast JKU3Hb.

Kak u ob6ermmana, mocne sroro CMepth O0JIbIIIE He MosBIsIack. Yepes Tpu aHs [ xummu BbInu-
canmu u3 6onpHUIBL. Ho y Beero ecTb cBos 1ieHa. Yepes HeAemo oTel MaJIbuiKa Mmoruo.

Ha moxoponax [[XKUMMU CTOsUT TIONI PYKYy C MaTepbio. BoKpyr Obuia CISKOTH, Kanasl J0XK/b.
Manbuuk pasriisiibiBasl MeIaJIbOH, KOTOPBIN BCE eI11é HOCHJI ¢ coO0i. BHe3armHo karuis yrnasia Ha Hero
— ¥ MeZIaJIbOH packpbuics. [kummu nmogHéc ero modmmxe K uiyy. BHyTpr Obuta BRITpaBUpOBaHA
HaJUCh: « Ku3nb — eeaukuti dap. /leaaii mo, umo cuumaeutv HYXCHovIM, cAedyil 308y c80e20 cepoud,
U moeoa Kaxcowlii 0eHb meoeli HcusHu oyoem npazouuxom» . C TpyIoM, HO MAJIBYMK CMOT TTPOYECTh
9TU CJIOBA.

Co cTopoHsI 3a BceM 3TuM HaOmoaamu Kusap 1 CMepTh, CTOSIBIIINE PSIOM.
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— Hy nagno xe, — txo npousHecna Ku3Hb. — DTOT MAIBUUK TaK MHOTO 3HAUUT ISl TeOsI.
OH cymen U3MeHHTh TeOsl.

— Ja, — npusHanack CMepTb. — OH cyMes TOMOYb MHE HAa MUT TTPOYYBCTBOBATH KHU3Hb.

7Ku3Hb pacruibliach B paIoCTHON YIIBIOKE.

— CmepTb, KoTopast moouT KusHb. .. UTo MOxeT ObITh cTpaHHee?

— CrpaHHOCTh — 3TO IIABHAS YepTa 3TOro Mupa. MHorue OeryT oT He€ U OCTAIOTCSl TEMHU,
KeM MM BeJiesii ObITh. HeKoTophie jke CMeo ClelyloT el M MEHSIIOT CBOIO CyAbOYy. DTOT MAJIbUUK He
WCITyTaJICSI MEHS, XOTS 3HAJI, YTO JIOJbKeH ObuL. OH He IeMCTBOBAN Tak, Kak oT Hero TpedoBamm. OH
chenaj Tak, Kak MoCUYMTa HYKHBIM.

— U xak xe? — ¢ moOOnBITCTBOM cripocuiia Ku3Hb.

— OH yBuzEN BO MHE TeYallb ¥ OIMHOYECTBO U OOHSIT MOIO PYKY — TaK KPEINKO U UCKPEHHe,
KaK TOJIbKO MOXeT OOHMMaTh peOEHOK. Yike TOorja s 3Haj, 9To He 3abepy ero.

7Kv3Hp MomTUa BhICHTYIIATA, M HA €€ JIMLE CUsiIa YIbIOKa.

— Hy uro %, noporoi#i apyr, mae nopa. Kak u rede. A Manburk ocTaHeTcsl, — ckaszasa JKu3Hb,
MOBEPHYBILUCH CIIMHOM U C/IEJ1aB HECKOJIBKO I11aroB BIEPE.

— Jla, 1 KcTaTy, Kak...

— OH, He AocyIaB MeHs, coracuics, — nepeduna Cvepts. — OTell MaJIburKa.

— JKepTtBeHHOCTh — 3TO €€ ofHa yepTa 3Toro Mupa. [IpusHak TOro, KTo A€MCTBUTEIBHO
yeJsioBeK cpeau abim, — npousHecna KusHe. Ha atom ux auanor 3aBepiuwics. JKusHb ncuesna,
a CMepTh, HEMHOTO MOCTOSIB, TIOC/IEOBAJIA 3a CBOE CTapoy MOAPYTOM.

[Ipouuto BoceMbaecAT JieT.

Bosbinoii KpacKBbIid JOM CTOSUT YyTh B CTOPOHE OT OCTAJILHBIX, OJIMKE K Jiecy. B jome y okHa
CHZEJN CTapHK, AepXka B pyKe MeJaaboH. Ha HeOObIIOM CTOMMKe ObIITM PACCTABJIEHBI IIAXMATHI, CTYIT
HAIpOTHB MoKa mycToBal. CTapuk CMOTpE B OKHO, OIMPAsiCh HA TPOCTh. PAIOM cujies KOT 1 JIEHUBO
Urpajl ¢ Kpaem Iiefa.

Bapyr u3 HMOTKYa AyHYJ IPOXJIaHbINA BETEP, IPOHU3BIBAIOIINI 10 KocTel. CTapuK NPUKpbUI
I71a32 U yJIBIOHYJICS, 3aTEM, OMUPAsICh Ha TPOCTh, MEAJIEHHO BCTANI U 00EpHYJICS. 3a ero CIIMHOM CTOSLT
JaBHUIA IPYT — BCE B TOM K€ BEJIMYECTBEHHOM U YCTpaIIaloieM OOJHKe.

— Ipucaxusaitrech, Mol Apyr. f Bac 3axaancs, — cKa3ajl CTapuK, yKa3blBasl Ha CTYIL.

— 41 Benen He xkAaTh MeHs, — oTBeTUIa CMepTh, MOAXOS K CTYIy.

— Uro xe noxenars. .. B qyie s BCE TOT ke MaJIbUHUIIKa, — YJIBIOHYJICS CTapuK. — 1 TIocTo-
SIHHO AyMaJt: ObLT JIM 3TO COH Wiu HeT? Ho MeqanboH. .. — OH TOJIOKMII €r0 Ha IMIaXMaTHYIO JOCKY,
— OH 3aCTaBJIsLT BEPUTD, YTO BCE OBLIO MO-HACTOSIILIEMY.

— Twsl He monBEN MeHs1, — npousHecia CMepTh, Kak BCerja XOI0IHO.

— Mos xu3Hb OblTa MHE JIapoBaHa. S cam 3To BHIOpa M He MOT JIOIYCTUTH OOPATHOTO.

— MaJnbumk, KOTOpPBII HE YMEJI TUCaTh U YUTaThb, CTaJI UcaTeaeM? — B €€ TOHE e/1Ba YJIOBUMO
MeJIbKHYJIa HE HaCMEIIIKa, a CKOpPee y/IMBJIEHUE.

— W HeMHOro XyJ0:XHUKOM, IPOIIly 3aMETUTh, — CKa3aJl CTApUK, KUBHYB B CTOPOHY KapTUH
Ha CTEHaXx.

— [Ha, s Buzen. Tel mOMOras MHOTUM JIIOASIM, KOMY TOJIBKO MOT. VI co3/1a71 OOMBIIYIO U TPy K-
HYIO CEMBIO.

— IoBTOpIOCH: 51 HE MOT MHa4e. Most ’KU3Hb OblJIa OTHSITA Y MOETO OTIIA, BeJb TaK?

— 210 6b11 ero BeIOOP. U TBOM, — criokoiiHOo oTBeTHIIa CMEpTb.

— 41 ne BuHIO TeOs. Her. I Gnaromapen emy, — CHOBa YJIBIOHYJICS CTapUK.

Wrpa Hauanace. Purypsl THXO CTydalau MO JOCKE, CTPEJIKM YacOB OTCUUTHIBAIA MTHOBEHUS,
KOTOPBIX OCTaBaJIOCh BCE MEHbILIE. MoT4aHue Hapy1lIajloch JIMIIb STUMU 3ByKaMu, [IOKa CTAPUK HAKO-
Hell HE BBIIOXHYJI:

10
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— Twer BEIATpAT.

— TbI MHe no3BoNIMII, — cKazana CMepTh, I/ Ha IAaXMaTHYIO JI0CKY.

— Her. Tyt Bomrpa Tsl.

— TbI 3HaeMIb, 4TO ITO 3HAYUT, — Mpou3Hecsia CMepTh, BO3BBIIIASACH BO BECh POCT.

— Jla, — crapuk NOgHSJICS, IPOXKAILIMMU PyKaMH OIUPasich Ha TPOCTh. — $1 kajes, 4to He
CMOT CKa3aThb cracuoo oTity. 5 ero yBuxky?

— Tol yBuuIb ux Bcex, — CMepTh NPOTSAHY/IA KOCTISABYIO OEIYIO PYKY.

— 1 3nat0. Tol Beerga cineauit 3a MHOUM. Beerna, — mporenta crapuk v ogait pyky Cmepru.

Ho B TOT Mur, KOraa ux pyKu CONPHKOCHYIIUCh, CTApHKA yke He Oblio. BMecto Hero pyky
CmMmepTu CXMMall MaIeHbKUN MaJTbdYMK — TOT CaMblid, KOTOPBIM KOTAA-TO JABHO KPEMKO OOHSUI e€ U
TEM CaMbIM CIAC CBOIO KU3Hb.

— A Tenepb Thl pacCKaeIb MHE BCE? — C JTOOOIBITCTBOM CITPOCHI MAJTBUHK, IJISI/1s1 HA CBOETO
CTaporo Apyra.

— Bcé, uto ThI X0uenb y3Hath. M nmoiaéMm Tyaa, Kyaa ToJIbKo 3axouelib, — oTBeTria CMepTh.

— Ceituac, IOCTOI, — MaJIbUMK BBIPBAJI PYKY, MOAOEKA K CTOJTY U TIOJIOKIJI Ty/Ia CBOM Me/a-
JIbOH — TOT CaMbli, ogapeHHbii CMepThio. 3aTeM, BIPHUIIPBIKKY, OH OPOCHIICS IOTOHSITh CBOETO
apyra.

Tak 1 3aKOHUMJIACh UCTOPHSI MAJIbUMKA, KOTOPBIN He Mo0osiicst 0OHATh CMepTh — U KOTOPBI
CTas JJisl He€ TeM, KTO HallOMHWJI, YTO J1ake B BEYHOM XOJIOJIE €CTh MECTO TEILTy.
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