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MeHs 3aTsiHYJIO B APYroMl MUp NIPsAMO Ha JIECTHUYHOM KJieTke. Bmecre ¢
UIIOTEKOW, KOTOM-COLIMONIATOM U KPEIUTOM Ha MaluHy. Tenepb s — ceapMmasi
HeBecTa B rapeMme ummneparopa. [Ipasuna nipocteie: Illects ympyT. OgHa craHeT
umneparpurieit. [Ipodnema? 51 mpocHynack B ayxom Tene. [Tpobiema Homep aBa?
ViMriepatop cMOTPUT Ha MeHs Kak Ha MpUroBopéHuymw. [Tpodnema Homep Tpu? ¥V
MeEH$ IaKe HET HOPMaJIbHBIX Kejl. Sl He yMelo KJIaHSIThCS, 3aTO YMEeIO BbIKUBATh.
51 He Bepio B cyap0y, 3aTO BEPIO B UIIOTEKY. A eIlE 1 CMOTpea BCe CE30HbBI
«XonocTska». Tak 4To JAaBaiTe, Baille UMIIEPATOPCKOE BEIUYECTBO. S chirpaio B
Barty urpy. U s ve ympy. B atoii kHure Bac kayt: OTOOp HEBECT CO CMepTeIbHBIM
ucxogoM I'apemMHbIe MHTpUTY 1 OMTBHI Oe3 mpaBui Mmmepartop, oT KOTOporo
xouercs Oekath. .. v 1ienoBarbes [lomamanka ¢ si3pikoM 0e3 (puIbTpa— OHa He
yMeeT MoJTYaTh, Jake Korjaa e€ XoTat youts # Uyxkoe Teso 1 TaitHa MpoIIIon
XO35IMKHY — KTO Takasi DJMaHa U novyemy e€ nyina ucuesna’? o# JIBopronbie
3aroBOPBI, MOKYIIIEHUS U MTPEAATEIbCTBO — KaK/IbI Y>)KUH MOXET CTaTh IMOCIeTHUM
Bastbl, Marvsi u mpoKJIsAiTUE JPEBHETO TPOHA— JIBE JIYHbI HAJl UMIIEpUEN U ThMa B
KpoBu JI1000Bb, KOTOPYIO HeJIb3s KYIUTh [IpoomkeHre 3Toi ICTOPUU YUTaeM
371eCh A Tak ke MpopadoTaHHBIN Bu3yasl IlnaHupyeTcst IByXTOMHUK, HO s HE
oberan, 4to He 3axoueTrcs npoaokarh # ['paduk Beikaagku [Ta/cp/or B 00:00
no MCK — HoBas maBa. [lognuchkiBaiitech, 9ToObI HE TTPOITYCTUTh, KOTAa AprHa
MOIIJIET UMITEpaTopa... B cMbIcie, Korjga oy HauayT oomui si3eik. CTaBbTe B
KOMMEHTApHUSIX, €CJIM KJETe, Korja oHa ero pactonut. CTaBbTe , €CIU JyMaeTe, 4YTo
oHa yMpET nepBoil. CriopuM, He YMpPET?



© Jlowr A., 2026
© JlutserT, 2026



A. Jlonr. «Cenpmas HeBecta Mmneparopa»

Coaep:xanue

I'naBa 1. CmepTh B KBajipate

I'naBa 2. Cemb cMepTHUIL

I'nasa 3. TpaBuia ot6opa

I'maBa 4. O0mmi yxuH

Busyan riasel 4

I'naBa 5. Ypoku stukera u Maruu
Busyan rmasel 5. Ypok marun

Busyan raBel 5. Vpok aTukera

I'naBa 6. [laBiieHue u cTpax

I'naBa 7. ®aBopuTka nmreparopa
Busyau rnassl 7

I'naBa 8. ban

Busyan rnasel 8

I'naBa 9. IlepBas KpoBb

I'maBa 10. TTogo3penus u BTOpoii GoKas
I'nasa 11. [laHuka cpeau npuHiiecc
I'naBa 12. UcnbiTanus 1151 HEBeCT
I'naBa 13. [Tanenue

I'naBa 14. ITop 3ammroit Ummnieparopa
I'naBa 15. Marust KpoBU U TEHU MPOLILIOTO
Konen o3HakoMUTENBHOTO (pparMeHTa.

11
15
19
2
23
27
28
29
33
37
38
44
45
49
53
58
67
75
82
86



A. Jlonr. «Cenpmas HeBecta mmeparopa»

I'naBa 1. CmepTh B KBazpare

Benpimika.

Benas, pexyiias riasa, OyATo KTO-TO BKJIIOUHMII COJTHLIE Y MEHS B Yeperne. A MoToM — TeMHOTA.
N pyku. YsbH-TO CUIIBbHBIE, XOJIOIHBIE PYKH CKUMAIOT MOE rOpJIo.

4 e Buxy ymna. Hago MHOM TONBKO TeHb, TAKENasd, JaBAllas, NaxXHylas MOTOM U YEM-TO
CJIAIKOBATBIM — TO JIM IyXaMH, TO JIK A10M. JIErkue ropAr. 5 neltaloch BIOXHYTbh — HE NOJIy4aeTCs.
[TanbLipl BIMBalOTCA IyOXe, U IIe-TO Ha nepudepuu CO3HaHUS MENIbKaeT MbIC/b: «Tak BOT Kak 3T0
owsBaeT. He 6ompHO. CTpaniHo».

Moé Teno aépraercst camo codoil. Pyku XxBaTaioT BO3/iyX, HOTY CKpeOyT 1O YeMy-TO MSTKOMY
— menk? {4 He 3Haw0. I HUYero He 3Haw. TOJIBKO 3TH PYKH, KOTOPbIE CMBIKAIOTCS BCE TYKE, U 3BOH
B yIIax, KOTOPbIM CTAHOBUTCS TPOMYE C KaXkJIOM CEKYHIOM.

Sl mpITaloch 3aKpUyaTh — M3 rop/ia BHIPHIBAECTCSA TOJIBKO XPHII, TOXOXKMHU Ha BexumIl. labiipl
CKOJIB3SIT 10 UYKOH pyKe, s Liaparaio, Oblo, MMHAIOCh, HO TEHb HAaJJ0 MHOM Jlaxe He mmeBenutcs. OHa
cunpHasA. CrmikoM cutbHas. S cnabas. Caumikom crmadast.

«Bc€, — nymato s1. — Bc€. Unoteky He Boituiauy. Kota Hekomy Oynet kopmuth. Kup skeHuTCs
Ha MpOJaXKHULE, U MHe OyleT BCE paBHO, TIOTOMY UTO S TPYID».

Ilepen miazamu mibiByT Kpyru. CHavasa 4€pHele, otoM KpacHsle. 1 Bopyr — ronoc. Ken-
ckui. McryranHblil, CpbIBAIOIIMICA HA KPUK:

— Jleou, ounynace?! Crpaxa! Crpaxal

Pyku ncueszaior. §1 BTArMBao Bo3ayx — IIyMHO, %a/IHO, IIOYTH ¢ Ooubio. JIErkue pacmmpsiorcs,
Y Kax/Jas KJeTka tena Kpuuut: «Kusa! S eme xusa!»

— Barne BricouecTBo! Baiie BeicouecTBO, OUHUTECH! — TOJIOC MPUOIMIKACTCS, U 51 YyBCTBYIO,
KaK KTO-TO IJIAJUT MEHA IO ILEKE.

OrtkpsiBato rmaza. Hano MHOM — fieBy1IKa B Yelle U TEMHOM Il1aThe. [ 1a3a orpomHsle, HCIy-
ra”Hele. Pyku nposxkar. OHa noxoxa Ha IepernyraHHoro BopooObsl.

— Bbl MeHA crblmTe? — IIEnyeT oHa.

— Capiny, — xpurmo . ['onoc 4yxoi — ToHslle, ¢ xpunoruou. He mou. 4 tpy ropno —
OHO OOJIUT, OYATO MO0 HEMY HaKIAYKOH MPOILIHC.

— CiaBa Ooram, — JIeBYILIKa BbIIbIXAET U NaJ1aeT Ha KOJIEHH PAJOM C KpoBaThio. — I qymana,
BbI YMpETE.

— 4 Toxe mymana, — A caxych, TOUHEE, IIBITAIOCh CECThb. Teno He caymaerca. OHo uyxoe,
HenpusblyHOE. JIErkoe. CIMILKOM JIETKOE.

— UYro cinyunnoch? — crpamuBaio 1. — Kto 310 66117 Thl BUIENa ero auio?

JleBy11Ka CMOTPUT Ha MEHS C HEIOYMEHUEM.

— Kro0, Bame BeicouecTBO?

— Tor, KT0 MeHA Aymmi! — 4 CpeIBalOCh Ha KPUK, TIOTOMY YTO CTPax BCE €IIE HE OTITYCKAET.
— Tenn! Pyku! OH ObLT 31€CH, HAIO MHO !

Ouna OnenHeer.

— Bainte BeicouecTBoO, Bbl Openute. 51 Bola, a Bbl Jiexanu Oe3 cosHaHusl. Hukoro He ObuIO.

— He 6b110? — 51 ormsiipiBato KoMHarty. LLTopbl 3aA€pHYTHI, CBEUH ITOYTH JIOTOPENH, B BO3AYXE
[IaxHeT JIalaHoM U po3amu. Y Hukoro. Tonbko MbI ¢ HER.

— BuI Tpu 1Hs He puxonuM B cedst, — rOBOPHT AeByIIKa. — Bac orpaBumi. Yaem u3 3BE371-
HBIX Jwui. [IpuiBOpHBIE Marm HUYEro He MO cleliath. Baime Teno ymupano. Ho npecron npu-
3BaJI IPYTyI0 yUly U3 MHOTO MUpa. M BBl OUHYJIUCE.

— Yro? — g cMOTpI0 Ha He€, Kak Ha cymacmeamyw. — Kakywo nynry? S Apuna. ApuHa
CobGoneBa. MHe Tpuauars oauH ro. [Jdusaiinep uHtepbepoB. Mnorteka. Kor. I MeHs TOIBKO 4TO
TIBITAJICH 3a4yLLIUTD!
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— HuxTo Bac He aymmi, — B rojoce JEeBYLIKU 3BYYUT KajJoCTb. — Bbl MPOCTO HamyraHsl.
OuHy/1Ch B HE3HAKOMOM MeCTe. DTO HOPMAJIbHO.

— HopmainibHo? — g X041y cKa3arh YTO-TO pPe3KOE, HO IOpJIO CAJHUT, U 1 HAUMHAIO KallUISTh.

JleByliika MoJa€T MHe CTakaH ¢ BOJOU. f mblo — BoOja XOJIOAHAsI, C TPUBKYCOM MsATHL. U 3ame-
4alo CBOU PYKHU.

Onu He Mon. KopoTkue nasipiibl ¢ 0OKyCaHHBIMH HOTTSIMU MCUe3 . BMecTo HUX — JUTMHHBIE,
TOHKUE, C U/lealbHbIM MaHUKIOpoM. Koxa riaakas, 6e3 MopiiyH, 63 1aparmH.

— Mowu pyku, — menuy 1. — ['ne mou pyku?

— Barie BbIcOYeCTBO, — JEBYIIIKA OCTOPOKHO OEpET MeHs 3a 3amsicThe. — MeHs 30ByT Jlucca.
4l Bama iMyHas cinyxkaHka. Mimneparop Ha3HauMi1 MEHs, KOrja CTajo U3BECTHO, YTO Bbl BBIKWIIM.

— Nwmneparop? — s ycmexatock. — Kakoil umneparop?

— Nmmneparop Dpauiickoit nMriepun, — JIucca ToBOPUT 3TO Tak, OYATO pedb UAET O MOrofe.
— Bbl — oz1Ha U3 cemu HeBecT. Bac npusBasy, 4ToObl BB y4aCTBOBAJIM B OTOOpE.

— B otGope? — s 4yBCTBYIO, UTO Y MEHsI HAUMHAETCs UCTepuKa. — B kakom or6ope? Ha uto?

— Ha poss umneparpunsl, — Jlucca onyckaer maza. — OpiHa U3 CEMU CTaHET KEHOU MMIIe-
paropa. OcTajbHbIE ILIECTh YMPYT.

S cmotpio Ha He€. OHa He LIy THUT.

— YMpyT? — nepecnpanimpaio s.

— Jla, Baie BbicouecTBO. TakoBa 1ieHa TPOHA.

S 3akpbIBato MO pyKamu. YykUMH, KpaCUBBIMUA pyKaMu. M BAPYr MEeHs HaKphIBa€T OCO3Ha-
HUE — 51 HE YyBCTBYIO IPUBBIYHOM TsKECTH. MOE Teso... OHO JIErkoe. 1 mpoBOXY J1aJOHSIMU IO
O0KaM — TUIOCKHI JKMBOT. $I Tporaio JIMI0 — OCTpbIe CKYJIbl, TOHKHI HOC, IyXJible TyObl. He MOE.
Bcé He Mo€E.

— Jlucca, — roBopio s1. — Jlaii MHe 3epKaJio.

Ona kone6reTcs, HO MOAAET MAJICHBKOE PYYHOE 3epKaJiblie B cepeOpsiHOM OIpaBe.

A emorpio.

W3 3epkana Ha MeHs DIsIUT KpacaBuia. Jler nBannarh, He Oonplie. [IJIMHHBIE KAlITAHOBBIE
BOJIOCBI HUKE T105ICa, TYCThIE, IIENKOBbIE. JIII0 — TOYEHOE, CKYJIbl BRICOKHE, I1a3a OrPOMHbIE, TONy-
Oble, Kak JJeHuKy. Hu oqHoro ymmiHero kuiorpamMmMa. Hu oHOM MOPIUHBL. DTO €IMHCTBEHHOE, UTO
MeH$ PaJjoBaJIO BO BCEH ITOUM CUTYallUH.

— 970 He {1, — ILIenyy 4.

— B, Bame BoicouecTBo, — Jluicca mogxoaut Ommke. — Termepb — BHI.

— A e Mo€ Tenio? — crpaiuBai 5. — MOE — ¢ UIMOTEeKOM, KOTOM U HEJLTIONIUTOM ?

— Bae Tes0 Ham MEPTBBIM, — THUXO TOBOPUT JInucca. — Bl ynanu ¢ jgecTHULbL.

S cmotpio Ha motonok. Tam 3BE31b1. CepeOpsibie, Mepratornme. Kpacuso. U xyTKo.

— 3Hauur, 51 ymepisa, — roopio si. — U teneps 51 kro? [punnecca?

— Ilpunnecca Dnuana Acrepuiickasi, — kuBaet Jlucca. — Bac oTpaBuiin yaem u3 3BE3/IHBIX
v, Baie Tesio He BhIAEpXkKaio, qyina nmokuHyna ero. Ho mpecron BeIOpas Bac — Bally IyIny U3
apyroro mupa. 1 Bbl 3aHs1M 3TO TeJIO.

— To ectb MeHs1 BOCKpecuu? — 51 CMOTPIO Ha CBOU PyKU. — Yyxoi AyIION B 4y:KOM Tesie?

— Jla, Bailie BbICOYECTBO. DTO YYJIO.

— W npokJIsiTue, — s yCMeXarocCh.

4 Berato. Teso ciymaercst jierko, 6e3 MPUBBIYHOM TSKECTH B HOrax. § 4yBCTBYIO ceOst TIOUTH
HEBECOMOM. DTO MyraeT U pagayeT OJHOBPEMEHHO.

— Jlucca, — roBopio s1. — Tel yBepeHa, UTO HUKOIO He Bujena’?

— Huxkoro, — ona kavaet ronoBoil. — §l Bomuia, a BH Jiexkanu Oe3 apixaHus. S mosBana
CTpaKy.

— A cnenpi? Ha miee? — s Tporaio ropsio. OHO OouT.

Jlucca mogxonut O;1mxke, CMOTPHT.
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— Ectb nokpacHenue, — mpu3Ha€T oHa. — Ho 3T0 MOIJI0 OBITH OT TOTO, YTO BbI 33/IbIXAJIUCh,
KOIZ1a BaC OTPaBUJIM.

— Mens oTpaBwiM yaeM, — HanloMHuHaio 5. — OT yas He 3aapixaorcs. OT 4ash yMUpaloT THXO.
Mens gymmau. Cerogss. B atoi komHare.

Jlucca GnenHeer.

— BbI qymaere, KTO-TO MBITAJICS Bac YOUTH yiKe TOCJIe TOrO, KaK Bbl OUHYJIUCH?

— 4 mymaio, — roBoOpIO 5, — YTO KTO-TO OY€Hb HE XOUeT, YTOObI sl OCTaBajlach B KUBBIX.
Moxert, TOT ke, KTO OTpaBUI. A MOXET, IpyTou.

S mogxoxy k okHy. [IBe iynbl. KpacHas u 3enénas. Uyxoe He6o. Uyxkoit mup. Uyxoe Teso.
Ho B 3TOM Tesie MHE ABIIIMTCS JIerye, YeM B CBOEM 3a TPUALIATh OJUH IO,

— PacckassiBaii, — roBopio s. — Bcé. K1o 4, rae s, uro 3a or6op. 1 KT0 MOXeT XOTeTh Moei
CMEpTH.

Jlucca caputces Ha Kpail KpOBaTH U HAUMHAET FTOBOPUTb.

Omna roBoput goiro. § ciiynaro U 4yBCTBYIO, Kak MUP YXOAMUT U3-TIO[] HOT.

Spnuiickas umnepusi. Cemb koposeBcTB. MiMnepaTtop, KOTOPBIN MPaBUT yxke TpUcTa jieT. Kax-
aple CTo JieT — oTOop HeBecT. CeMb MpUHIIECC U3 ceMU KoposieBcTB. OHa CTaHeT UMITepaTpHILICH.
OcranbHble HIECTh YMPYT.

— YMpyT? — nepecnpammbaio si. — To ecTh ux yObioT?

— He oGsi3arensno, — Jlucca B3apixaer. — ['oBopsT, oHu ymupaior camu. OT IpOKJIATHS.
Nm ot HecyacTHbIX cinyvaes. Mnm ot pyk Apyr apyra.

— Vremuna, — g ycMexaroch.

Sl cMOTpio Ha cBOM HOBBIE pyKHU. [[IMHHBIE, YyXkue, KpacuBble. B mpomuioi xu3Hu s Obuia
oObraHOM. He kpacapuiieil, He yponuHoi. [1pocTo KeHIMHOM, KOTopas ycTasia OT paboThl, OT OIUHO-
YECTBAa, OT TOT'0, YTO KU3Hb MIPOXOJUT MUMO. A Terepb y MEHs TeJI0 MEUThl — U OHO MPUHAJIEKUT
KOMY-ToO gpyromy. Mnu yxe mHe.

— Kro mens orpasui?

— HewussectHo, Baie BoicouecTBo. Ho TOT, KTO 3TO cliesial, MOXKET MOIBITATHCS] CHOBA.

— IlomnbrTancs, — HanomuHalo 5. — Cerogns. U, kaxercs, eMy He NOHPaBUIJIOCH, UTO $
BBIKMJIA.

JIucca momur.

Sl mogxoxy K OKHY. 3a cTeHamM [1BOpLa — HOYb. [IBE JIyHbl BUCSAT HU3KO, IOUTH Kacasch
mmuieid. Kpacuso. U crpamixo.

— JlagHo, Jlucca, — roBopio s1. — [lomoxerrs MHe — BbkMBeM 00e. [Iporopopuribest —
s Te0s1 ¢ coOor 3a0epy. Y MeHs Ternepb ecTh OMbIT cMepTu. U Tesio, B KOTOPOM He CTHITHO BBINTU
B JTIO[IY.

JIncca He MOHMMAaeET, HO KUBAeT.

— Yro HyXHO [1eJ1aTh, Ballle BbICOYECTBO?

— JI71s1 Havya1a — HaWIM TOro, KTo ObLT 3/1eCh ceroqHs1. TeHb He MOTjIa UICYe3HYTh MPOCTO TaK.
Y Hero AOJKHBI ObLITM OCTAThCS CIICBL.

— 4 monpobyo, — mierryet Jlucca.

— He nipo0yii. [lenai.

S cMoTpIo Ha CBOE OTpaxkeHHe B TEMHOM cTekJIe. S ObUla ycTaBIel, pa304apoBaHHOM, OIUHO-
koil. Tenepb MHe 1BaaaTh. 51 KpacuBasi, CTpOWHASI U MEHSI XOTAT yOUTb.

«nuana, — gymaio s1. — Tenieps st Dnumana. [IpuHiiecca, KoTopylo nbitalotcst youts. Hesecra,
KOTOpas JA0JIKHA ymMepeTb. VI BBLKUATE.

41 BeIOMpato BTOpOE.

— Jlucca, — roBopio 1. — Benu MeHs k umneparopy. Sl Xxouy nocMoTpeTs B I71a3a TOMY, KTO
peLw1, 4To s JOJIKHA CTaTh €ro keHOM.
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— Barne BoicouecTBO, BHI HE OETHL. ..

— 41 omera, — s CMOTpIO Ha CBOE HEKHO-TOIy00e TUIaThe co 3BE3aaMu. — U B 3TOM TUIaThe 5
BBHITTISIKY TaK, OYATO yKe TOTOBa K cBajpoe. v K moxopoHam.

Jlucca B3/pixaer, HO HE CIIOPUT.

MBI BBIXOIMM B KOPUJOP.

Kopunops! nBopiia TsHyTCSl OecKoHeuHO. Pakesbl TopsIT TYCKIIO, CTPAKHUKH CTOAT HAa KAXKIOM
yriy. S uay v 9yBCTBYIO Ha ceOe MX B3MIsiAbl. KTO-TO ¢ JII0OONBITCTBOM, KTO-TO C KaJOCThIO, KTO-
TO C HEHABUCTBIO.

«Cenpmasi HeBecTa, — AyMario s1. — Ta, Koro mpusBai rnpecroil. Ta, KTo JOKHA yMEPEThb».

MBI BXOIMM B TPOHHBIH 3aJl.

On orpomeH. Ilon u3 u€pHoro Mpamopa, MOTOJIOK TEPSAETCS B TEMHOTE, IO CTEHAM — 30JI0ThbIe
KaH/1es110psl B (hopMe APaKOHOB, U3 MACTEN KOTOPBIX BMECTO TUIaMeHH TopyaT akesnsl. [epObl cemu
KOPOJIEBCTB BUCST MO TIOTOJIKOM. B 11eHTpe, Ha BO3BBIILICHUH, CTOUT TPOH. YEpHBIH, pe3HOM, ¢ pyou-
HaMHM, KOTOpBIE MyJIbCUPYIOT aJIbIM, KaK )HUBOE CEpALIE.

Ha tpone cugut oH.

Nwmrnieparop.

Bricokwmii. [Ilnpokue mieunt 0OTSHYTH YEPHBIM MYHIMPOM C 30JI0TBIMH HAITMBKaMu. Bosockl
— TEMHBIE, TTIOYTH YEPHBIE, UyTh pacTpeénaHHble. JIlo — To4YeHoe, ¢ OCTPbIMU CKYJIaMH U YETKOM
muHUel democTu. ['yOsl ToHKHME, ¢ IErKo# yemenkoi. Hoc ¢ érkoit ropOMHKO.

Ho rnaBHOe — rna3a. TéMHO-cuHME, MOYTH YEPHBIE, C 30JI0THIMA UCKpaMH B I1yOuHe. OHU
CMOTPSIT Ha MEHsI CKBO3b BECh 3JI, U OT TOTO B3IJIsiA MO CrMHE OeryT Mypamku. B HUX Her Hu
TeIruia, HA KaJIocTu. Tospko BiracTh. TOJIBKO ONACHOCTS.

Ha ronoBe — kopowa. ’Kenesnas, mmracrasi, c TpeMsi pyOMHaMu, KOTOPbIE MYJIbCUPYIOT B TAKT
e€ cepary.

Psanom ¢ TpoHOM, NOJTyKpyroM, CTOAT IIecThb aeByluek. [IpuHniecchl. Bece B pocKOMIHBIX I1a-
ThsIX, C KODOHAMH Ha TOJIOBax, ¢ repdamu Ha rpyau. HeBeposTHOH KpacoTsl. OHM CMOTPSAT Ha MEHSI C
TOOOIBITCTBOM, C IIPE3PEHKEM, C KAIOCTBIO. 1 UyBCTBYIO X B3IJIS/Ibl — KaK/IbIN U3 HUX OIIEHUBACT
MeH$, KaK COIEpHMUILY.

Nmneparop BcTa€r. MeyieHHO, IUIABHO, KaK XUITHUK Mepel MPbKKOM. Bo3yx B 3ajie cTaHo-
BUTCSI IIJIOTHEE.

OH cxogut ¢ TpoHa. [IpoxoauT MUMO NPUHIIECC — T€ CKJIOHSIOT rojioBbl. INIET KO MHe.

OcranaBnuBaeTcs nepeno MHOM. Tak OJM3KO, UTO 51 YyBCTBYIO 3aax — KOXa, [IbIM, U YTO-TO
JpeBHee, Kak cama HOYb.

— IpuHiiecca Dnmmana Acrepuiickasi, — roBOpUT OH. ['0J10c HU3KUH, OapXaTHBIN, C METAJLTHU-
YECKOI HOTKOU. — ['0BOpWMIIN, BBI IPH CMEPTH.

— Tl'oBopuim, — otBevaro . ['ooc He TpoxkuT. XOTSA BHYTPH BCE TPACETCS.

— A BBl KUBHI.

— Kak Bugure.

— Yyno, — OH npumnogHruMaet 6poBb. — Vi mpecTon pemi uHave.

OH 00BOAUT MeHsI B3IJISAOM — C TOJIOBH /10 HOT. OuiennBaet. Kak opyxwue. Kak MHCTpyMeHT.
Kak keHmuny.

— Tel He HGowutbesi, — roBopuT OH. He Bompoc. YTBepikaeHue.

— Botock, — 4ectHo oTBevaro 1. — Ho ecim s cefiuac ynaay B 0OMOPOK, BBl BCE pPaBHO 00b-
SIBUTE MpaBWJIa. A s Xouy UX yciblare. [loroMy 4to B 4ykom Tejie ymuparb He xouercs. U B cBoéM
— TOXeE.

On ycmexaercs. XonogHo. Ho B 3T0#1 ycMmellike ecTb 4T0-TO, OT YEro cepAiie MpoITycKaeT yaap.

— Tol gep3kasi, — roBoput oH. — $ octaBimo Tebe 3ToT s13bIK. [Toka.

OH noBopauMBaeTCsl K OCTAJIbHbIM.
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— Cemb HeBecT, — 00bsBIsIET OH. — Yepe3 Mecsll OHa U3 BaC CTAHET MMIIepaTpULICH.
Ocrasbhble 1IecTh YMpYT. OT npokiisiThst TpoHa. TakoB puryan. [ToGenurenbHuiia Oynet BoIOpaHa
ToCJIe MPOXOXKIEHUS BCEX UCIIBITaHUM. Ta, KTO clipaBUTCS JIydllle BCEX, CTAHET MPaBUTh UMIEpUEN
BMECTE CO MHOH U POIUT MHE HACJIE/IHUKA.

Tummna. [TpuHueccel 3amepin.

— A MOXHO He Y4acTBOBaTh? — CHPAIIUBAIO 1.

OH cHOBa CMOTPUT Ha MeHs. [loro.

— Henb3s, — roBoput oH. — Tbl — ceapMmas. Ta, Koro npussai npecros. Tol IpUHALJIEKNIIL
MHE.

— 4l HuKOMy He npuHaIeKy, — OTBevalo 5. — Ho ceirpato B Bauny urpy. Toibko npegymnpe-
KJ1A10: 51 HE YMEIO [IPOUTPhIBATb.

OH maraer emg Omke. Tenepb Mbl CTOMM TMOYTH BIUIOTHYIO. §I YyBCTBYIO €ro AbIXxaHHe Ha
CBOEH IIEKe.

— [ocMOTpUM, — FOBOPUT OH THUXO, TaK, YTOOBI CITBIIIAIIA TOTBKO 5. — Thl 3a0aBHasI, DMaHa.
ITocMoTpUM, COXpaHUILB JIU Tl CBOIO I€P30CTh, KOIZIa HAYHYTCS UCTIBITAHUA.

OH pa3BopayMBaeTCs U yXOAUT K TPOHY.

JIBepy 32 HUM 3aKpBIBAIOTCA C INIyXUM CTYKOM.

OnuanHa BelAbIXaeT. Pyku gposxar.

— OHa cymaciieamas, — MenyeT ofHa U3 IpUHIIECC.

— Her, — oTrBeuaer DnuaHa, 117151 Ha TPOH, IJe CHOBA CUAMT UMIIEpAToOp. — S MPOCTO OYEeHb
XOUy KUTb.

Ona cHOBa CMOTPHT Ha cBOM pyKU. [InuHHble nanbipl. Yyxue. Kpacusebie.

— JlagHo, 1€BOYKHU, — TOBOPUT OHA I'poMKo. — [laBaiite 3HakoMuThCs. S Dnuana. BeiBimi
au3aiiHep nHTepbepoB. HeiHe — nipuHiiecca Actepun. U st He coOrpaioch yMHUparh.

Huxkro He 3acmesuics.

Ho nmvnieparop Ha TpoHe 4yTh MPHUIIOAHSLT YTOJIOK I'Y0.

DnuaHa 3aMeTHJIa 3TO.

«Wrpa Hayanacp, — nogymana oHa. — U s He coOUPAIOCh MTPOUTPHIBATH».

Ona nocMmoTpesna Ha 3aKpbIThie JBEPH, 32 KOTOPIMU CKPBUICS UMIIEPATOp, U MOYYBCTBOBAJIA,
Kak BHYTpM nogHuMaercs 4yto-To Hooe. He crpax. He 3nmocts. 7Kakaa, xKaxaa BBIKUTD.

B nporuioit sxu3HM OHa HUYEro He BHIMTphiBajia. Hu B uém He modexaana. Tenephb y He€ ecTbh
LIAHC.
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I'naBa 2. Cemb cMepTHHIL

TpoHHBIN 3a7 OIycTesl, U TUIIMHA, KOTOpas HACTyIWIa CJIeIOM, OKa3alach TsoKesee, YyeM
KpMKHU. f cTosia Ha YEPHOM MpaMope U YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK LIECTb Map IJia3 BNUBAOTCA B MeHs. KTo-
TO C UHTEPECOM, KTO-TO C MPE3PEHUEM, KTO-TO C IJIOXO CKPBITOM HEHABUCTbIO. 3a OIHU CYTKH B 3TOM
MHpE CO MHOM CITyYHJIOCh OOJIbIIIe, YeM 3a TPUALIATH OAMH IO B TPOILIOM. $1 MOYTH He CKydasia 1o
Toi %ku3HU. [Tourn. Tombko Mo Mame 1 KOTy. MaMy *kajlb — OHa OYEHb PACCTPOUTCS, KOI/A Y3HAET.
A KOT... KOT Oy/IeT Ta/IuTh B TAlIKW M CKy4aThb 110 CBOEH HEMYTEBOW XO3sIHKE.

— Hy u BeuepuHka, — cKazaa s1, 4ToObl pa3psauTh Bo3ayx. — Ko opranuzarop? MHe Hy)XHO
C HUM TIOTOBOPUTH O Ka4eCTBE Pa3BJICYECHH.

HukTo He 3acmesuics.

INepBoii npuiuia B ce0s1 MprHIIECca B 30JI0TOM Iuiathe. KopoHa u3 po3 Griectena B cBeTe CBeUeH,
I71a3a XOJIOJIHbIE, Kak 3uMHee Mope. OHa czieniaiia mar Briepés, KaOayKy 3BOHKO LIOKHYJIU [0 KaMHIO.
Kaxoe nBrkeHne oTToueHo, OyIToO OHAa pereTHpoBajia ero rogamMu. B Moeid mpoIion KU3HY s Tak
XOUTh HE yMeJsla — 51 BOOOLIE NepeBUIralach B OCHOBHOM OT IMBaHa O XOJIOAWIBHUKA.

— Tol IEHCTBUTENBHO AyMaelllb, YTO ITO IIyTKa? — CIIpOcKia oHa. ['0y0c BBICOKUH, € MeTal-
JMYecKoi HOTKOW. — Tebds uyTh He younu. Te6st orpaBum. Twl Tpu 1HS ObTa 6e3 cozHaHus. U Tl
LIy THUIIb?

— A 4ro MHe sienats? [Tnakars? — s noxana niaedamu. — Cre3aMu TPOH He 3acayXuThb. Wi
BbI [I0-JJPYyroMy coOupaeTech Nooexaarh?

— 4 coOupatoch BBLDKUTh, — OTpe3ajia 3010Tast. — MeHs 30ByT KeHeBbeBa. KoposeBcTBo
Bepnonus. 3anomuu 310 ums. IloroMy uTo s cTaHy UMneparpuien.

— 3anomHuia. Kpacusoe nms. A meHs Diuana. U s He cobupaioch CHOPUTD, KTO CTAHET UMIIe-
parpuriei. Sl npocTo Xouy KUTb.

Ona He noHsna. Hukro He nonsut. Ho MHe craino jerye.

— BbIKMTBH? — ycMeXHy/Iach MPUHIECCa B OTHEHHO-KPACHOM IUIaThe, Ta, YTO CTOsJIA PAJOM C
7KeneBbeBoil. Bosockl 11BeTa Meiy, I1a3a ropAT a3apToM. — 3/1eCh HE BBIKMBAIOT. 3/1€Ch MOOEK1AI0T
WM YMHPAIOT.

— Torna s Oymy nobexiarh.

— Tr? — JKeHeBbeBa OKMHYJIa MeHs B3MIsAAoM. — [lu3aiiHep uHTepbepoB? Thl Jake meu
AepXkaTb He yMeellb.

— 3aro 51 ymero cuntath. lllects n3 cemu ympyT. D10 1utoxue maHcsl. Ho eciut 1 00betMHUTCS
C KEM-TO — OHM BBIPACTYT.

— HuxkTo He Oyzer ¢ ToO0I 00beIMHAThCA. 31ech Kakaast cama 3a ceOsl.

JKeneBbeBa pa3BepHyJach M yIUIa, oKasl Kadmykamu. OrHeHHO-KpacHast TPUHLIECCa TOTSIHY-
J1ach 3a Hell, OpOCHB Ha MeHS! HACMEIITMBBIH B3IJISIL.

ITpuHLIeCca B M3yMPYIHOM ILIaThe C MEYOM Ha nosice nogoiiia ko Mue. Koponesctso Banb-
xaiiM. BouHCTBEHHAs1, C KOPOTKOW CTPUIKKOM U IpaMoM Ha OpoBU. OT He€ naxJjio Koxel U CTabo.

— OmHa mpaBa, — cKazaja JieBynika. ['ojoc HU3Kui, rpyOoBaThlil. — 37iech HEJb3sl BEPUTh
Hukomy. Jlaxe cebe.

— A Te0s Kak 30ByT?

— bpynxunpna. — Ona ycmexHynack. — U s He cobupatoch ymupars B 3TOM JBople. 1
npunuia nodequts. Ecmm xouenb BBDKUTh — Oepikuch nopaibire ot JKeneBbeBbl. OHa yoOuia yxe
ABYX CITy)KaHOK.

— Cnacu0o 3a npeynpexieHue.

— 9T0 He npeaynpexaeHue. 1o (paxT.

Ona ymuna.
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[Mpunnieccr pacxoguauck. KTo-1o Momya, KT0-To OpOCUB Mpe3puTelibHbIi B3I, OnHa — B
0eJIoM TIaThe C KOPOHOW-CHEKMHKOM — JaXe He OCMOTpesia B Moo ctopony. KoponesctBo Kpu-
craymsi. Xpynkasi, Kak JbIUHKA. [Ipyras — B cuHeM OapxaTe — CKOJIb3HYJIa B3IJISIJOM M OTBEPHY-
nack. KoposneBcTBo AkBapus.

S Hacunrana nAte. Hlecrasa ocranace.

JleByIiIka B HE)KHO-TOIYOOM IIJIaThe, TAKOM K€, KaK Yy MEHsI, TOJIbKO C CepeOpUCTHIM OTJIMBOM.
[NernenbHBIE BOTIOCH, rOMyOBIe I1a3a, OeaHas Koxa. OHa BhIVIsAENA Tak, OyATO €€ TOIbKO YTO BbITa-
HIWIN U3 JISISTHON BOJIbI.

— ToI cMmenas, — cka3zasa oHa Thxo. — M miynas. 4 eme He noHsia.

— A TBI KTO?

— Cenecra. KoponerctBo JltomuHapa. — Ona crenasia mar Oivke. — MeHs ToXe OTPaBUJIH.
3a mecsn 1o npusbiBa. S BeikuIa yygoM. Cepanie ocraHOBMIIOCh HA MUHYTY. Ho 51 BepHYyach.

— 3HAYUT, MBI C TOOOH B OIHOH JIOOKE.

— B onHo¥ nozike, Kotopasi ToHeT. — OHa mpoTsiHy/1a pyKy. — Ho, MoxkeT ObITh, BIBOEM HaM
Oyler Jierye rpecTy.

S 3apymanace. Beriomauiia ciioBa BpyHXumbapl: «HeMb3s1 BepUTh HUKOMY». Ho mocmoTtpena B
rnasa CesnecTbl — B HUX He ObLIO JiKH. ToJbKo ycTanocTs u crpax. M uro-To emge. B moeit mporwioit
’KM3HHU $ 4aCTO BUJIEJIa TAKOE BbIpAKEHUE B 3€pKaJIe.

4 noxana pyky. E€ nagoHp Oblia X0IOIHOM.

— JHoroBopwiuck. Ho ecnu Thl MeHs1 nipenaib — s PUIY 32 TOOOH ¢ TOro cpera. Y MeHs
TEnepb €CTh OMBIT. Sl 3HaK0 JOpOrYy.

Cerecra cna0o yiIbIOHYIaCh.

— JloroBopuimce.

MBslI crosiii BOBOEM mocpenu mycreroriero 3aia. [Ipunueccsl yum. Ciyru Koajim y IBEpeu.
CTpaXHUKM 3aMePJIH Y KOJIOHH.

— ThI 3amMeTHIIa, KaK OH cMOTpest Ha Te0s1? — cripocmiia Cenecra.

— Wmneparop?

— OH Hu Ha Koro Tak He cmoTpen. Hu Ha KeneBbeBy. Hu Ha mens. Tonbko Ha Tebs1. — Ona
rokayajia rojiopoil. — Bynp octopoxxHa. BHMMaHMe nMmnepatopa — 3TO He OJapoK. DTO MPUTOBOP.

— Tlouemy?

— [loromy uTO TE, KOro OH 3aMeyaeT, yMUPAIOT IEPBbIMU.

Omna pa3BepHyJach U ylula, OCTaBUB 3allax JaBaH/Ibl.

S ocranacek ogHa.

BepHynach B cBOM MOKOM 51 TOJNBKO yepe3 vac. Kopumopsl TsSHYIMCh OECKOHEUHO, (hakebl
YaJIWIN, CTPAKHUKY MPOBOXAIA MEHS B3IJIAAaMU. f MbITanach 3alOMHUATH TOPOTY, HO JBOPEI] ObLI
MOXOX Ha JIAOWPHHT.

Jlucca xniana, HepBHO TepeOs Kpaii papTyka.

— Pacckaxu MHe 00 ummneparope, — cKasana s, najas B Kpecyio. — Bc€, uro 3Haemn. Kto
OH, CKOJIBKO MY, TI0YEMY OH TaK CMOTpUT.

Jlucca cena Ha Kpail KpoBaTy, CJIOKWIA PyKU Ha KOJICHSIX.

— Ero 30ByT [lamuan, Baiie BbicouectBo. EMy Tpucra Jier.

— Tpucra? — s npunonHsiiace. — Tpucra?

— IIpoknstue TpoHa napyer 6eccmeptue. Ho He cuactbe.

S mocmoTpesia Ha He€, MOTOM Ha TOTOJIOK, IIOTOM CHOBA Ha He€. Tpucta jeT. A BBIISIAUT HA
JBAIIATh BOCEMb, HY Ha TPUIIIATh MAKCUMYM. 51, KOHEUHO, JIIOOJTIO OMBITHBIX MYKYHMH, HO 9TO KaK-
TO CJIUILIKOM.

— OH 4T0, B MOPO3WJIBHON Kamepe cnut? — crnpocuia s. — Wnu y Bac TyT TexHojloruu
ocoOwie? Tpucra Jiet, a M0 — OYITO TOJBKO C OOTOKKH.
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JIucca nokpachena.

— Marus coxpaHnsier Teso, Bauie BbicodecTBO. OH BBINISIUT TaK K€, KaK B IEHb KOPOHAIWH.

— V1o6HO. — s OTKUHYJAch B Kpecie. — JlagHo, panpiie. Yto emg?

— Tl'oBopAT, OH IOXOPOHWII CeMb kEH. VI HI OJIHY He JTIOOWII.

— A Hesect?

— Hesecr oH He 3ameuvat. — Jlucca omnycruna miaza. — [lo Bac.

— Jlo mens?

— Bl niepBast, KTo ckazasia emy «HeT». [lepBasi, KTo He ynayia B ooMopok. [lepBasi, KTo nomry-
tiia. OH 3aIOMHUIT Bac.

Myparku nodesxaiiu 1o cnvHe. B mpomnioi ;Ku3H1 MeHsI 3alIOMUHAII TOJIBKO KOT/a 51 TPOMKO
pyrajach B ouepey Wiy Iiakaia Ha padoTe. A 37ech — 3a JIep30CTh.

— 9TO XOPOILO WJIH IJI0X0?

— He 3nato. Ho onacno. — Jlucca 3amsinace. — [oBopsT, TpUCTa JIeT Ha3aja y Hero Obuia
niepBas umrneparpuiia. On mooun e€. [To-Hactosimemy. A motom oHa ymepia. U ¢ Tex mop oH HUKOro
HE TOAIIYCKaJl OJTM3KO.

— Kak eé€ 3saim?

— JInnmana. E€ noprper BUCUT B 3aKpbITOM Kpblie. Ho Tyga HUKOMyY He pa3peraioT XOAUTb.

— 3aKkpbITOE KPBUIO, — MOBTOpUJIA 5. — 51 XOUy €ro yBUJETb.

— DTO HEBO3MOXKHO, Ballle BHICOYECTBO. Tam CTpakKHUKH...

— 3HauuT, IpUayMal, Kak IpoiTu. — s BCTajda. — A Tenepb craTh. 3aBTpa NEPBbIM JEHb
MO€l HOBOW KU3HU.

Jlucca cnabo yielOHyIaCh.

— 3aBTpa 3aBTpaK B MaJioM 3aJie. Bce mpuHIeccs OyayT Tam.

— 3Hauwr, 3aBTpa OyzIeT Becero.

51 nerna B kpoBaTh. 3BE3/bI HA MOTOJIKE MepUain. f BCIOMHWIA Mamy, €€ pyKH, KOTJIEThI 110
BOCKpeceHbsIM. BcrioMHMIIa KOTa, KOTOPBIH CIIal Ha MOEM JIIDOMMOM cBUTepe. U MoHsIa, 9To CKydato
TOJIBKO 110 HUM. 32 OJIHU CYTKH 3/I€Ch CO MHOW CITyYMJIOCH OOJbIIIe, YeM 3a TPUIATh OAMH TOJl TaM.

«Mmmeparop damuan, — nogymana s1. — Tpucra siet. Cemb k€H. U ogna mobumast. Jlnmana.
WuTepecHo, 4To ¢ HEM CITy4YnUsIOCh ?»

keksk

Cnana g rutoxo. CHWINCH JIECTHUIBI, TAJCHUS, YbU-TO PYKH, TAHYIIUECS U3 TEMHOTHL. A
MOTOM — 3BE3/bl. MUIMap/bl 3BE31, KpyXKallecs: B BaJIbce, CKJIAbIBAIOIIMECS B JIAIO MMIIepa-
Topa. Mosnogoe nuno. Ha aagiars BoceMsb.

[TpocHynack OT TOro, 4TO KTO-TO IJIAIMJI MEHsI TIO TIIeuy.

— Bairie BricouecTBO, Mopa BCTaBaTh. 3aBTPAK yepe3 vac.

Jlucca cTosia ¢ MOJHOCOM: Yallika TPaBSIHOTO Yast, JIOMOTh XJjie0a ¢ MEIOM.

— DT0 HE OTpaBJeHO?

— 4 mpoGoBasa cama. Be€ uucro.

S caenana rotok. Yaid ropbKOBaThIi, ¢ MpUBKYcoM MsAThL. HezHakomblil. Kak BcE B 3TOM Mupe.

— Yro Oyner Ha 3aBTpake? [IprHIIECCH CHOBA HAYHYT TPHI3THCS?

— JKeneBbeBa yske HACTpOWIIA MPOTHUB BaC MOJIOBUHY JIBOpA.

— INonoBuHy? 3HaUUT, Y MEHs €CTh BTOPas MOJIOBUHA, YTOObI HACTPOUTD IPOTHB HEE.

4l Bcrana, moponuia K 3epkany. Yyxoe 1uro, dyxoe Tejao. Ho Tenephb yxe Moyt MpruBbIYHOE.

— INomoru MHe oneThbest. Bribepem matbe, B KOTOpoM s Oyay BBIIVISAETh KaK UMITEPaTPHIIA.

Jlucca otkpeiia mkad. JIecaTKu MmaaTtheB — roiyoble, CUHKe, cepeOpsiHbIe, C BBIIIIMBKOM, CO
3BE3namu. $1 BeIOpasia TEMHO-CHHEe, ¢ cepeOpsaHbIMEI HUTsIMU. CTporoe, oYty BOSHHOE.

— Xopomii BbIOOp. Bel Oyaere BHIIISAAETh KaK Jiequ, KOTopast He OOUTCs.
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— 41 1 He 6010Ch, — OTBETHJIA s, XOTSI BHYTPHU BCE APOKa0. — S MPOCTO OYEHb XOUY JKHTh.

Yac crycrs s BollIa B MaJIbI 3aJl.

[TpuHueccsl yxe cuienu 3a JUIMHHBIM CToJIoM. KeHeBbeBa — BO IV1aBe, ClipaBa OT IYCTYIOLLETO
MecTa umneparopa. bpynxuibaa — cieBa, ojoxuB Med Ha KosieHu. Cesiecta — B cepeluHe, MEeXLy
MIPUHIIECCO B OEJIOM U ITPUHIIECCOM B CHHEM.

S cena nanpotuB CeJiecThl.

— Ho6poe ytpo. Yem ceronus kopmst? Hanmeoch, He sS10M.

7/KeHeBbeBa YyCMEXHYJIACH.

— OctpoymHo. Ho octpoymue He criacét Te0st OT CMEpPTH.

— A uro cniacér? Tost noOpota? Vnu TBOs1 KOpoHa U3 po3?

— Moii ym. Y1 Mos1 permmmocTsb.

— ¥V MeHsd TOXe eCTh yM.

— DTOro Malo.

Bpynxwibaa xmeikHyna. Cenecra yiabIiOHy1ach. JKeHeBbeBa CKPUBUIIAC.

— Tol cTpanHast. 1o 1eds1 ¥ MOTyOuT.

— IocmoTpum.

S otkycmna x1e6. BkycHo. He orpasneno. o kpaiineit mepe, moka.

Sl mopHsIa 11a3a ¥ BCTPETHIIACH B3IVISIOM C TIPUHIIECCOW B cMHEM — AKBapwsi. Ta ObIcTpo
otBesa masa. CiuikoM ObicTpo. ByaTo 6ostack, 4To S YTO-TO IPOUUTAIO.

«Kt0 13 Bac yomiina? Kro nmoaceiman s B yaii npunneccsl Actepun? Ko gy MeHst ceronHs
HOYbIO ?7»

Sl mocMoTpena Ha ImycToe MEeCTO BO IIaBe crojia. MimMrieparop He mpUIiel.

Ho ero Tens nexaiia Ha BcéM 3asie. S yyBCcTBOBaJIa €€ KOXKeEN.

A em€ — yeii-To B3mIs. XOJIOAHBIN, n3yvaoimui. OT ABEpH, T/ie B TEHU CTOSUT BBICOKUI MY K-
YyrHa B TEMHOM I1atne. Cezple BOIOCHI, CBETIIbIE IJ1a3a, JIErkas yapioka. OH cMoTped Tak, OyaTo BUIET
HAacKBO3b. ByATO0 3HaN, YTO 51 HE HacTosAas DIuaHa.

4 He 3Hana, KTO 310. HO Cpa3dy noHs1a: OH onacex.

OH yaBIOHYJICS TIUPE U PACTBOPUJIICS B KOPHUIOPE.

— Kro0 310 6BUT? — cripocuiia 51 Jluccy, Korja 3aBTpak KOHYMJICS.

— I'epuor TopHByz, Baiie BbicouecTBO. [ 71aBa coBeTa BEIMKUX JOMOB.

— [louemy oH cMoTpen Ha MeHs?

— He 3nato0. Ho 6eperutech ero. OH ornacHee, 4eM KaxXeTcsl.

— Bce 31ech omnacHee, yeM Kaxercs. Jlake xje0.

MBei1 BoiH U3 3a1a. Jlvcca nuia cnegom, OeaHast, MOTJaIMBasl.

— 3aBTpa Mbl UIEM B 3aKPBITOE KPBLJIO, — CKa3aJia 51 Ha XOAdy.

— Ho, BaIme BBICOUECTBO...

— To1 roBopuita, Tam noprpet Jlnnmmansl. S xo4y MOoCMOTpETh B I1a3a KEHIIUHE, KOTOPYIO OH
TOOWII.

Jlucca B310XHYa, HO HE CIIOPUJIA.

MBbiI 111 1o 6€CKOHEYHBIM KOPUAOpaM, BO3BPAIAsCh B CBOU TIOKOH, U 5 [yMaJia O TOM, YTO B
MIPOIIUION KU3HU OOSIACh TOJNBKO OJHOTO — YTO TaK M OCTaHYCh OHA. A 3[€Ch... 31eCh s 00sIach
Bcero. Ho mouemy-To MHE 3TO Jjaxe HpaBUIOCh. XOTsI Obl HE CKYYHO.
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I'nraBa 3. IIpaBuaa oroopa

Iocne 3aBTpaka, Korna ciyru youpaau co CTOJIOB, MEHsI HACTUT MTOCBUTbHBII.

— Ilpunuecca, nmneparop kAET Bac B MajioM kabuHete. HemeieHHo.

Jlucca no6renHena. Sl BHyTpeHHe ckanack, HO BUY He rojana. B 3Tom Mupe cTpax nmokassBarh
Heub3d. CTpax 37ech — IMpUITIALIEHUE K CMEPTH.

— IIpoBogu, — ckazana s, NONpasiAs pyKas.

KaOuneTr nmrmieparopa okazaicsi HEOXKUIAHHO CKpOMHBIM. HU pakoHbHMX KaHIeas10poB, HU
3om0ta. [[yOoBBIii CTOI, MOTEPTHINA BpeMEHEM, Kpeciia C BRICOKOM CITMHKOW, KaMHH, B KOTOPOM JI0TO-
paym noneHps. Ha creHax — KapTel UMIIEPUM U TIOPTPETHI cTapbix ummneparopos. CypoBele Jnia,
XOJIOJHBIE 7132, Te K€ KOPOHBI C PyOUHAMHU.

W 3anax. Koxa, 1pIM, 4TO-TO rOpbKOE, KaK MOJbIHb. Tenepp 3T0T 3anax OyAeT acCOLMMPOBAThCS
y MEHS TOJIBKO C HUM.

Mmnepatop cTosin y okHa, ciiHOM Ko MHe. Ha mjieun HakuHyT 4€pHBIH 1uiail 0e3 yKpalleHuH,
Ha TOJIOBE KeJle3Hasi KopoHa ¢ TpeMsi pyonHamu. CerofHsi OH BBIIVISIZIEN YCTABIIMM — TI0J1 I71a3aMuU
3aJIery1a TeHb, IUIEYN Yy Th OyleHbl. Ho naxe ycraBimii, OH HAIOMUHAJI J1bBA, KOTOPBIN 3AJIET TIEPE]]
IIPBIKKOM. XO34MH Ipaija. BiactennH, KOTOpoMy HE Hy’KHO HUYETO JOKA3bIBaTh.

— 3akpoil 1Bepb, — CKa3aJl OH, He 000PAYMBASCh.

A 3akpbuia.

— Capguce.

4 cena B kpecno HanpoTus crosa. OH MOBEPHYIICH.

BOmu3m ero nmio Kasaaock BBIPE3aHHBIM M3 MPaMopa: OCTPhIE CKYJIbI, MPSMON HOC, TOHKHE
ryObl. TEMHO-CHHME I71a3a C 30JI0THIMU MCKPaMU — B HUX He OBUIO TeTlIa, HO ¥ IPUBBIYHON HaIMEH-
HOCTH TOX€E. TONBKO XOJIOAHAS, TSKENASA YCTAIOCTD.

A 1IoTOM £ 3aMeTHJIa BEHHI Ha €10 1ee. TOHKUe, CHHEBaThIe, OHU Iy IbCUPOBAJIN B TAKT CEPILLY.
WM Ha pykax — Takue ke, pesbe(HbIE, CUIBHBIE, OHU TAHYJIUCH OT 3aISICTUM K JIOKTSM, CKPbIBAsICh
T071 pyKaBaMH1 MyHIUPA.

W Bapyr BHYTpU MeHs, Iie-TO BHU3Y KMBOTA, pacchinaiach Thicsiya 6adboyek. 51 He oxupaana
storo. He xorena atoro. Ho onu ObLH TaM — IiIyTible, ropsiuue, mpeatenbekue. 51 caemnana riryboKui
BJOX U MPUKa3ajaa UM 3aMOI4arh.

He ceituac. He 3nece. He nepen Hum.

— Th1 3Haemb, 3a4eM st TeOst mo3Bas?

— JloragpiBaiock. X0TuTe OOBSBUTD MpaBUiIa. M npoBepuTh, He cOexana Jiu s.

— COexarh HEBO3MOKHO, — OH CeJl HallpOTHUB. — 3anoMHu 3T0. JIBoper] — JioBymka. [{is
BCEX Bac.

— Vremunm.

— 4 He yremars npuiéen. A npenynpexaarb.

OH OTKUMHYJICA HAa CIMHKY Kpecia, u3ydyass MeHs. Kaxjoe ero gBuxkeHue ObLJIO HAIOJIHEHO
pelmTeNnbHOCTRI0. Jlake Korza OH IMPOCTO CUIEN, B HEM UYYBCTBOBAJIACh CHJIa — HE IOKa3Hasd, a
HacToAIas, Ta, YTO HAKAIJIMBAETCS BEKaMHU.

— Thl He MOXOxa Ha OPYrUX NpUHLECC, — CKa3al OH. — OHU IIpUEXajy CI0fa, 3Hasd, 3a4eM.
ThI e IPOCHY/IACh B UY)KOM TeJI€ Y IIOHATHSA HE UMEEILb, YTO IIPOUCXOMNT.

— D70 Aenaer MeHs yA3BUMOn?

— D10 AenaeT TeOs HeMpeICKa3yeMor. A HelpeaCKa3yeMbIX OOSITCSI.

— BoI Mens Goutech?

OH He oTBeTWI. BMECTO 3TOr0 HaKJIOHWICA BIEPEN.

— Pacckaxu, 4To Tl NOMHHULIB O CBOE KU3HU. ToM, 10 NpU3bIBA.

— IlomHro, ytO ymepna. Ynana ¢ necrauibl. [lepenom men. Beictpo.
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— 4 ne o cmeptu. O xu3HK. Kem Tb1 Obi1a?

— Jlu3aiiHepoM MHTepbepoB. PucoBana dykue KBapTUPHI.

— Cewmbs?

— Mawma. Kor. [Togpyra. BeiBIIMiA, KOTOPBII KEHUTCS HAa PYTOM.

OH npunonHsi1 OpoBb.

— Hwuuero reponyeckoro.

— A BBI XJaJIH, 9TO s ObUIa TAWHBIM areHToM?

OH ycmexHyrncsi. B yrosikax ero a3 coopaich KpoliedHble MOPIIMHKN — €IUHCTBEHHOE,
YTO BBIIABAJIO €70 UCTUHHBIM BO3pacT. Tpucra JieT, a BBIISIAUT HA TpUALaTh. M 3TH BeHbI HA 11I€€...
41 cHoBa MoOUyBCTBOBaIA Ha00YEK M MBICIIEHHO PUKPUKHYJIA HA HUX.

— V¥ Bac Tyt uro? Marus, IpakoHbl, IpopouyecTBa?

— JlpakoHOB HeT, — OH INoKayaJl ronoBoi. — Marust — ga. CeMb KOpOJIEBCTB, /IBE JIyHBI,
MMIepusi, KOTOPOU MPaBUT MPOKJIATHI TPOH.

— W xak 310 — npaBuTh TpUCTa JIeT?

— CkyuHO0, — ckazas oH. — Ouenb ckyuHo. MHoraa 6ompHO. Ho vare — npocto mycTo.

OH Bcrau, nogouién k kamuny. Ilnams orpaxainock B ero riasax, Jejaas ux ;KMBbIMU Ha MTHO-
BeHue. S cMoTpesa Ha ero npoguiib — OCTpbIi, XUIIHBIA, U fyMana: «OH 1noxox Ha JbBa. Ha mono-
JOT0 U JIEP3KOTr0 JIbBa».

— Cuymiaii mpaBuia, — cKasaj OH, He 000paYnBasich. — 37eCh UX He 3alUChIBaIOT. VX 3amno-
MUHAIOT.

— IlepBoe: He noBepsil HUKoMy. Hu npuHueccam, HU ciiyraM, HU coBeTHUKaMm. [laxe MHe.
OcobeHHO MHe.

— Bropoe: He emib U He Meil HUYero, 4yTo He MpoOoBaja TBOsS CiIykaHKa. fa BO aABopie —
0OBIYHOE JIETIO.

— Tpertbe: He X0aM B 3aKpbITOE KpbUIO. [Jaxe ecim oueHb xouercs. [laxe eciim KTO-TO IO30BET.
Tam nporiioe, KOTOpoe JIyyllle He TPEBOKUTb.

— YerBépTOE: €CM KTO-TO NMONbITaeTcs Te0s1 yOUTh — KpuuH. S yepliny. Y MeHs ecTh CBSI3b
C TPOHOM. {] UyBCTBYI0, KOTJ]Ja yMUPAET HEBECTA.

— A eciu 51 Oyny Kpuvarhb, Bbl ycreere?

— Muorpa ga. MHorna Her.

— ITaroe: He BIIOOMANCSA B MEHS. DTO MPHUKa3.

S He caepxasia yCMENIKy.

— He nepexuBaiite. PomanTiKa — He MO KOHEK.

— Xopomo. Toraa, MOKET ObITh, Thl BBIKUBEIIb JOJIBIIE APYTHUX.

OH BepHyJcsl K cTONy, cen. Teneppb s 3aMeTWIa, Kak €ro Hajiblibl — JJIMHHBIE, CUIIbHBIE, C
YETKMMM BeHaMU — JiexkaT Ha crosemiHuue. OHu He apoxanu. Hukorga He npoxany.

— Temneppb 00 ucnbiTaHusIX. VX OyaeT mecTs.

— Illects? — 51 HapATIACH.

— IlepBoe — 3K3aMeH o ucropuu umnepud. Kto He 3HaeT mpolwioro, He CMOXET MPaBUTh
OyIyIum.

— Bropoe — stuker. Jleau NUpma Oyner Gecriomanna. Thl go/KHA BecTr cebsl Kak UMIiepa-
TPUIIA, 1aXe KOraa TeOsl MbITaloTCsl YOUTb.

— TpeTtbe — oxoTa B MarmueckoMm Jiecy. Bel Oyzete uckarb apredakt. Jlec He mpoImaer omm-
OOK.

— Yeréproe — Oan-mackapaj. Tam perraiorcs cow3bl. TaM ke MpoucxXousT yOricTBa.

— IIaToe — nmuuHOe cobeceroBanue co MHOM. $1 Oymy 3amaBatsh Bompockl. OT OTBETOB 3aBHICHT,
KTO IOJTY4HUT MPaBo Ha (puHAJL.

— Ilecroe — ucnpiTanue Marueil. He Bece ero npoxonsr. Hekotopele cxogsr ¢ yma.

— A ecnu s mpoBasio Kakoe-To?
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— Ecnu npoBasuiis — BbIOBIBaEIIIb. A BHIOBIBIINE, KaK MPaBUJIO, yMHUpaioT. CaMu U C Ybeid-
TO IOMOUIBIO.

— Kpacusas nepcrniektuBa.

— BrIOuparh He IPUXOIUTCS.

S monmuana, nepeBapuasi uHgopmanuio. lllects ucnvrranuii. llects cmepreit. Y Tonmbko ogHa
BBIKMBET.

— Ckaxu, — OH HapylIWI TULIMHY. — B TBoéM mupe ecth Marus?

— Her. V nHac Bc€ ocHOBaHO Ha Hayke. DJIEKTpUYECTBO, MAILIUHBbI, TEJE(OHBI.

— Yo Takoe Tenedon?

— IItyka, KoTOpast MO3BOJISIET TOBOPUTD HA PACCTOSTHUU. V1 OTHpaBIIATh COOOIIEHHUS.

— Marus, — yBepeHHO CKa3aJjl OH.

— Texnonorun, — nonpasuia 1.

— PaszHup! HeT. Bl mpoCTO Ha3BaIM 3TO MO-APYTOMY.

— Ay Bac? Kak pabotaer marusi?

OH OTKUHYJICSI Ha CIIMHKY CTYJIa.

— Ectb Tpu 3akona. [epBblii: Marus TpeOyeT miarsl. YTOOB YTO-TO CO3[aTh, HY’KHO UTO-TO
paspymuTh. YTOOB! UCHIENUTD, HY’KHO OTHSITh XKU3Hb Y YEro-TO JAPYroro.

— Bropoii: Marus He TepnuT NpuHy:xaeHus1. Hesnp3s 3actaBuTh €€ cirykuth npoTus Boau. OHa
00 NpUHUMaeT TeOs, MO0 yOouBaer.

— Tpetwnii: Marus cBsi3aHa ¢ KpOBbIO. Y OJHUX CEMEW OHA CUJIbHA, Y Ipyrux — HeT. MiMeHHO
MI03TOMY MMIIEPATOP HE MOXET B3ATh B KEHBI IEBYIIKY U3 Dpauu. Harra KpoBb CIMIIKOM CHIIbHA.
Co103 ¢ Hallei ke KpoBbIO BEIET K BbIpOXkIeHMI0. HaM HykHa cBekast KpOBb U3 APYIUX KOPOJIEBCTB.

— IloaTOomMy MBI 31€Ch.

— Ilostomy.

— A puryan? Yto ¢ HUM He Tak?

OH nompaysern.

— Puryan — 310 marus tpona. Kaxpie cto et on TpedyeT cemb HeBecT. Illects ymupaior,
ux cuia nuraet TpoH. Cenpmas ctaHoBUTCS uMmneparpuuei. OHa poxaer HacinenHuka. Y ymupaer
B pojax.

— A ecnu He ymupaet?

— Ecnu BbIKMBaeT — OHa MOJTyYyaeT 4acTh CUJIbl TPOHA. M cTaHOBUTCS MOYTH GECCMEPTHOM.
Ho Takoro He ObUIO yXe TpUCTa JIeT.

— C Jlunumanoit?

OH pe3Ko NOJHSI TOIOBY.

— He npousHocu e€ nms.

— Tlouemy?

— 9TO He TBOE JIeJO.

— XBartut. Y 1ebs ecTb BOMPOCH MoBakHee. Harpumep, o HacleHAKe.

— A 4t0 ¢ HUM?

— V Mens ObuTO Tpoe Aeteid. [lBoe ymepiu Bo MilaaeHuYecTBe. TpeTuii oTKa3ajics OT TPOHA.
OH KUBET AAJIEKO, MOJ] 1y:KUM UMEeHeM. S He BUjIes ero CTo JieT.

— U BbI HEe XOTUTE ero HauTH?

— OmH xouer xuTtb. Kak u 1b1. §1 He Oymy ero npuHykIathb.

— A BbI? Bbl X0THTE KUTDH?

On He otBeTwiI. [Topomen k okHy. JlyHbsl — KpacHas 1 3eJI€Hast — BUCEJIM HU3KO, TIOUTH Kaca-
SICh IITHJIET.

— $I xouy, 4TOOBI UMMIEPUs] HE PyXHYJIA. A JUIs 9TOTO HY)XeH HACIeIHHK. A JUIs HAaCJeAHUKA
— umneparpuia. Kortopas BbLKMBET MOCIE pUTyasa.

— W kortopas pogut U yMpeT.
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— Jla.

— Xecroko.

— DTO peasIbHOCTb.

OH noBepHyJIcst KO MHe. B cBeTe kKaMrHa ero JIMIo Ka3ajoch emme donee xumHbM. Jles. Hacto-
s JieB. Y moyeMy-1o 6ab04KU BHU3Y JKUBOTA 3aIOpXaid C HOBOW CHJION.

— CeroHs BeuepoM yKUH B MajioM 3aie. Bee npuniieccs O6ynyT tam. [loctapaiicst He oTpa-
BUTHCS.

— Tlocrapaiock. — s Bctasia. — U nocnennee. Bol 3Haete, KTo MeHsI OTpaBuI?

— Her. fn noaceinanm B Acrepuu, 10 TBOero npusbiBa. Ho ecim A y3Hao — Thl y3Haelllb
MIEPBOIA.

— JloroBopuimce.

$1 HanpaBMIIach K IBEpH, HO Ha Topore o0epHysach. OH CTOST y OKHA, M CBET JIBYX JIYH Maaal
Ha ero 1uieun. BeHsl Ha 1mee — 51 CHOBa X yBuzena. M modyBCcTBOBaIa, Kak 0a00UKH CXOIAT C yMa.

— BpI npaBaa mo6wm Jlnmmany?

On 3amep. BriepBble 3a Bech pa3roBoOp €ro CIiMHa HaIpsriach Tak, OyITO OH TOTOBUJICS K YAApy.

— 9TO He TBOE JIeJO.

— IIpocTo X04y 3HaTh, HA YTO CLIOCOOHO Ballle Cepaile.

— Moé ceparie TpUCTa JIeT Kak MepTBO, — OTBETUJI OH, He oOopaunBasick. — CTymai.

A BpiuIa.

Jlucca xpana B Kopuaope, OeaHast.

— Hy uro, Bame BricouecTBO?

— Huuero HOBoro, — 51 mocMoTpesia Ha 3aKpbITyIo ABepb. — Te ke npaBuiia, TOT ke UMIIe-
parop ¢ KaMeHHbIM JIMIIOM. Y Hero Obutn etH, Jlucca. Tpoe. JIBoe ymepinu, TpeTuil coexal.

— 41 3Ha10, — THXO ckazana Jlucca. — OO0 3TOM BO gBOpIIE HE TOBOPAT. CIUIIKOM OOJIBHO.

— Emy?

— Emy u nmniepun.

Sl kuBHys1a. MBI OLUIN 110 KOPUAOPY, U 5 lyMaja O TOM, YTO TPUCTA JIET OAMHOYECTBA — 3TO
HE MPOKJIATHE. DTO HAKa3aHUE.

— OH He KaMeHHbII, — cKa3ana 1. — OH NPOCTO Hay4YWIICS HE MOKa3bIBATh.

— Kak u BBI, Barlie BbICOUECTBO.

— Kak u g, JIncca. Kak u 1.

Bonpoc om aémopa 0as kommenmapues:

? V ummneparopa ObLIO Tpoe JIeTel — JBOE yMepiH, TPETUi OTKa3asics oT TpoHa. Kak mymaere,
OH BOOOIIIE CMIOCOOEH KOTO-TO MOMIOOUTH MOCIIE BCeX MOTeph?

## Baim Teopur MOMOTYT MHE clieJiaTh XapakTepsl riiyoxe. [Tummre! A Tak e OMOTyT Jiydiie
YyBCTBOBAaTh AyAUTOPHUIO U B OyIyIIIeM YBEJINYMBATh KAUECTBO CBOMX KHHT !
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I'maBa 4. Q0mmi yxuH

Korga npuuécka Obl1a JofesaHa — a BO3WIKCH C HEel, KaK CKYJIBIITOPbl ¢ MPaMOpPOM, LIEJIbIi
Jac, motomy urto Jlucca He ymesna yKJIaaplBaTh BOJIOCH TaK, YTOObI OHM HE BHIOMBAINCH Yepe3 MSTh
MUHYT, — Mbl HaKOHELl OTIPaBUJINCh B MaJIbIH 3aJl. f] 1u1a MO ITMHHOMY KOPUAOPY, YyBCTBYs, KaK
TSDKENBbIE I00KH HIYpIIaT 10 KaMEHHOMY TIOJTy, U iyMajla O TOM, YTO B IPOILION JKM3HU 51 HU 32 YTO
He Hajena Obl KpacHoe. KpacHoe — 310 a1 cMenbix. 11 TeX, KTO TOTOB K BHUMAaHUIO. A 5 BCIO
KU3HDb TPSITAJIACh B CEPOM U YEPHOM, CIIMBAJIach ¢ 000sMHU, Jiesajia BUj, YTo MeHs HeT. Tenepp y
MeHsI HeT BBIOOpa.

Jlucca cemeHmIIa c3a1, OMPaBIIsis Huierd, 1 60pMOTaa YTO-TO O TOM, YTO MMIIEPATOP JTIOOUT
MYHKTYaJbHOCT. §I He ciymaia. S cMoTpesa Ha OrHU cBevel, KOTOpble OTPakaauCh B YEPHOM Mpa-
Mope 1nosna, U gymana: «MIHTepecHO, CKOJIBKO JEBYIIEK MPOXOAWJIO STUM KOPUIOPOM 10 MeH:A? U
CKOJIBKO U3 HUX BEPHYJIUCH ?»

Marblii 3a1 OKa3ajcsl He TAKMM YK MaJiblM — BBICOKHE CBOJIbl TEPSUIUCh B TEMHOTE, I/I€ I1a-
BQJIM TEHU OT COTEH CBEYEH, a M0 CTEeHaM BHCEIH roOejieHbl C OXOTHUYbMMU CLEHAMH: BCAJHUKU
IpeciieJOBaJIu OJleHel, co0aKu pBajv 3ailieB, COKOJIbl BOH3AJIM KOI'TH B Lanenb. KpacuBo, ecnu He
AyMaThb O TOM, YTO BCS 3Ta KpacoTa — Mpo cMepTh. JIMHHBIA CTO ObUT HAaKphIT HA ABEHAILATh
NepcoH, OeJIble CKaTePTH C 30JI0TOM BBHIIIMBKOM, XpyCTalbHble OOKaJIbl, cepeOpsiHbIe MPUOOPbl — BCE
CBEpKAaJIO M MEPEIMBAIIOCH TAK, YTO PSIOMIIO B IJla3ax.

4l BomIA M cpa3y 3aMeTHIa: Bce IPUHIIECCH ObLIM B KpacHOM. JKeHeBbeBa — B ILIaThe LIBETA
3amnéKIIeiicss KpoBU, C YEPHBIM KPYKEBOM Ha TPyIH U KOJbe U3 pyOMHOB Ha ToueHoM mee. [IpuH-
necca IrHuc — B OrHEHHO-KPACHOM, MOYTH OPaHKEBOM, C 30JI0TBIMU HUTSMM; OHa HEPBHO Oapa-
OaHMJIa MAJIbLIAMM T10 CKATePTH, U 3TOT 3BYK pas3jpaxkal Jaxe Ha pacctosHuu. [Ipunuecca Kpucra-
MU — B OJIeIHO-PO30BOM, TIOUTH OEJIOM — €AMHCTBEHHAs!, KTO HAPYIIWJI PUKa3, WX €€ PO30OBHIN
cyMTaJICs OTTEHKOM KpacHoro. OHa BhITJIsiENa TaK, OYATO €€ MPHHECIH CIofla CHJIOH M TIOCAINIM Ha
CTyJ, Kak Kykiy. [IpuHniecca AkBapum — B TEMHO-O0PIOBOM, C CepeOPSIHON BBIIIUBKOM, HE MOTHHU-
MaJia TOJIOBBI, YCTaBUBIINCH B TapenKy. Cenecrta — B HEXKHO-PO30BOM C CepeOpsTHBIMH 3BE3AaMHU —
roMaxajia MHe PyKOi, M 51 Ha CEKyH/y OYyBCTBOBaJIA TEIJIO, KOTOPOE TYT e CMEHUJIOCh TPEBOTOIl.
BpyHxuibaa — B TEMHO-KPAaCHOM, ITOYTH YEPHOM, C MEUOM Ha I0sice — cujielia psMO, Kak CTaTysl.

4 3ansu1a Mmecto mexny Cenecront 1 BpyHxunbaou.

— Bce B kpacHOM, — mienHyna Cenecra, HaKJIOHAACh K camoMy yxXy. — Kak Ha moxopoHax.

— Wi Ha cBaapbe, — orBeTUA 1. — CMOTps 15 KOTO.

— Tol cerogns nep3kas?

— Ceronns 4 rosiogHas. [Iep30CcTh 0CTaBiIO HA AECEPT.

7KeneBbeBa, cuieBIlas HAMPOTHB, YCIbIIAIA U (DBIPKHYJIA!

— OcrpoymHo. IlocmoTpuMm, Kak Tl 3amoelib, KOIrja UMIIEPATOP CIIPOCHUT, IOYEMY Thl HE
yMepra.

— MoskeT, HOTOMY UTO 51 yMEIO NOJIb30BaThCsl BUJIKOW HE TOJIBKO 151 €J1bl?

3a CTOJIOM [TOBUCIIA TAKAs TULLIMHA, YTO CTAJIO CIIBIIIHO, KaK MTOTPECKUBAIOT CBEYr. bpyHxwmipaa
NoNepXHynach BUHOM, Cesiecta MpUKpbUIa poT PyKoH, a npuHuecca Mrauc npommnena:

— Tl uTO, COBCeM cTpax norepsijaa?

— Crpax — Ipu MHe, — CIIOKOMHO OTBeTua 51, 6epst BUIKy. — IIpocTo oH He MelaeT MHe
€CTb.

4 monpoGoBana 3aKycKM — ChIp, OJIMBKM, MaprHOBaHHbIEe oBou. BkycHo. U He oTpaBieHo
— Jlucca, crosiBIIast y CTeHBI, ycIiesa mornpoOoBarh BCE, OKa s ofeBaiach. S moimarna e€ B3NS U
kuBHYJ1a. OHa cierka nodneHesna, Ho KMBHYJIa B OTBET.

JIBepu OTKpBUIUCH, M BO3[yX B 3ajie cTaj Tsokenee. MiMreparop BOLIEN B YEPHOM MYHIMpE C
30JI0TBIMH HaIlIMBKaMu, Oe3 IIala, ¥ KOpoHa Ha ero rolioBe — JeJie3Hasl, IIMIacTasi — TYCKJIO
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Ornecrterna B moyMpake. 3a HUM CJIeI0BAJIH IBOE: MarucTp ACTop, KOTOPBIA BBITJISIIEN TaK, OYATO €ro
BBIPE3aJIM U3 CTAPOTo JIepeBa, v repior TOpHBY/, UbM CBETJIBIE I71a3a, KA3aJI0Ch, CBETUJIMCH B TEMHOTE.

S cHOBa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA €r0 B3MJIsi/I. XOJIOJHBIM, UKW, Kak nayTuHa. OH CMOTpeJT Ha MeHsl,
U 51 3HaJIa — OH BUAUT OOJIbIIIE, YeM JIOTKEH.

— IIpuBercTByI0 Bac, MpUHIIECCHl, — UMIIEPATOP CeJl BO I1aBe crona. — Paj, uTo Bce ucrnos-
HwIM Mo# npukas. KpacHeil — 1Bert :xu3Hu. M uset kpoBu. Hazeroch, Bbl 3a1l0MHUTE 3TO.

— V¥ HeKOTOpBIX KU3Hb KOPOTKasi, — 3aMeThiia JKeHeBbeBa, Urpasi CBOMM KOJIbE.

— V¥ Bcex 0Ha KOpoTKasi, — OTBETHUJI UMIIepaTop. — Bompoc TOIbKO B TOM, KTO YCIIEET ClIeNaTh
OorblIIe.

OH noaHsi1 60Ka1, U Mbl TOBTOPHJIH. § cliesiana rJI0TOK — BUHO TEPIIKOE, C IPUBKYCOM BHUIIIHH,
OCTaBJIAOIIEE HA SA3bIKE JIETKYI0 ropurHKy. He oTpasiieHo. Jlucca mposepuia.

— Marucrp AcTop, — UMIIEPATOP KUBHYJL.

Maructp BcTall, ¥ €ro rojloc — TUXUM, CKPUITYUHid, KaK cTapasi JABepb — pa3HECCs 110 3aiy:

— Yepes Henemo cocrouTcs nepsbiil 6an. Ha HEM nmnieparop BbiOepeT mnepByio (haBOPUTKY.
Ty, KTO HOJIyYUT JOCTYII K JIMYHBIM [TOKOSIM.

— A ocrayibHble? — cIIpocuia IprHLEecca AKBapUU, TIOIHUMAs TOJIOBY.

— OctanbHble OyIyT KAaTh CBOEW ouepenu. Vmn ymupars.

— BpI obemany, 4to Hac He YOBIOT 10 puTyasia! — BHIKpUKHYJIA MpuHIecca Kpucranmum, u e€
roJIoC IpoXkaJl, Kak HaTSHyTasl CTpyHa.

— 41 oGemmat, 4TO Bac He Ka3HAT 3a yOUNHCTBO, — MOMpaBuiI umneparop. — Ho eciu Bbl ympére
OT HECYACTHOTO CITydyasi — 3TO He YOUICTBO.

4 3amernna, kak JKeHeBbeBa IeperisiHysIach ¢ npuHieccoi Urauc, u B 3Tom B3msiae ObUIo
YTO-TO TaKOE, OT YEro y MEHsI BHYTPH BCE CKaJOCh.

— VxuH Havascs, — oObsABUI umrneparop. — Eribre, meiiTe, HacnaxaanTech. 3aBTpa Had-
HyTCS ypoKu 3TuKeTa. Jleau Mipma He mpolaeT ono3gjaHui.

VkuH TsHYsICsA OeckoHeuHo. Biiofa cMeHsM Apyr Apyra: Cyn U3 THIKBBI, 3alie4€HHAast prida C
TpaBaMH, MSICO B MEJJOBOM coyce, (PpyKThl B Kapamesiu. ] ena aBTOMaTUUeCKU, IOYTH HE YyBCTBYS
BKyCa, IOTOMY UYTO BCE BHUMaHHUE ObLJIO MPUKOBAHO K repuory. OH He CMOTpes Ha MEeHsI MOCTOSTHHO
— TOJIBKO Bpe€MA OT BPEMEHU, HO Ka)K,HbeI pa3, Koraa Halluy B3IJI bl BCTPEYAINCh, 1 YyBCTBOBAJIA,
KaK I10 CITUHe OeryT MyparikH.

— Tl 3ameTnsIa, Kak OH CMOTPUT Ha TeOs1? — menHyna Cenecra, HAKJIOHSSICh TaK ONM3KO,
YTO €€ BOJIOCHI KOCHYJIMCh MOETO IUIeYa.

— 3amermia. Kak yaaB Ha Kposuka.

— OH HUKOrJa Tak He cMoTpen Ha apyrux. Jlaxe Ha Jlunuany.

— A TbI OTKYyJa 3Haellb?

— Mos math Obia ppeiyinHON Tipu ABOpe, Koraa Jlnmmana Obina uMreparpurieir. OHa pac-
CKasbIBaJia, YTO replor BCeraa Aepikaics B TeHH, HO IJ1a3a ero BbigaBaad. OH ObUT BIIOOEH B HEE. A
KOTJ]a OHA BBIOpasia MMIIepaTopa, OH MOKJISIICSI OTOMCTHUTb.

— W 4ro oH caenan?

— Hewussectno. Ho uepe3 Mecsil rocse 3Toi KJISTBb JInarana ucuesna.

A nopHsna rmasa. ['epror cuen HarpoTHUB, YEPe3 HECKOJIBKO MECT, M CMOTPEN HA MEHS. YTOJIKU
ero ry0 MpUIOJHSUIUCH B JIETKOHM YJIBIOKE — HE TOH, YTO JAApAT APY3bsIM, a TOW, YTO JapsT KepTBe
nepe] TeM, Kak HaHecT yaap. S1 He oTBesna B3MIsAA. Beigepxkana HecKonbko cekyHI. OH TepBblit
OTBEpHYJICS — CJieJ1ajl BUJI, YTO 3aHTepecoBajics Oeceoi ¢ COCEIOM.

«OH 6ouTcst, — nogymaina s1. — Bourcs, uTo s 3Hato Oomblie, Yem qomkHa. Mnmm Goutes, 4to
s He OOI0Ch».
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Koraa yxuH KOHYMJICS M TPUHIIECCHl HAYAJIM PAaCXOAMUTHCS, 51 3a/iep)aiach y Beixoza. Cenecra
yluia, OpoCHB Ha MEHsI TPEBOKHBINM B3IJIsIA, HO 5 CHesaja BU/, 4TO He 3aMeTuia. MHe HyXHO ObUIO
MOOBITh OTHOM, YTOOBI IIEPEBAPUTH YCIIBIIIIAHHOE.

Kopunops! Ob1TH ITyCThI — TOJIBKO (paKesbl TOpeNy Ha CTeHax, Opocast IUISAIIyIye TeH!, U Te-
TO JAJIEKO CIIBIIAIUCH IIary CTPAXH. f 1Iu1a MeUIEHHO, ¥ KPacHOE TUIAThe HIYPIIAIO IO KAMEHHOMY
nony, Kak menor. B ronose kpyruuck cinoBa Cenectsl: «OH ObuT BMOONEH B He€. OH MOKJISICS
OTOMCTHUTb».

Sl mporIa MoyIoBKMHY MyTH JI0 CBOMX MOKOEB, KOT/IA BIIEPE/IH, Y MOBOPOTA, MeJIbKHYA (purypa.
JKeHckas. B kpacHOM Iuatee.

41 3amepna. Bece mpuHIecchl yxe pa3onuuch — s Bujena, Kak JKeHeBbeBa yIia B IpOTUBOIIO-
JIOKHYI0 cTOpoHY, a Cenecta — B cBoo. MiMnepartop ocrasics B 3aj1e, CIyTr HOCHIM TEMHYIO OJEKY.
Kt0 310 MOT OBITH?

— Kr0 316Ch? — OKJIMKHYA 1.

durypa He oOepHyack. JKeHIIMHA Me/IJICHHO TOIILIA BIIEPEN, U s, cama He 3Has 3a4eM, JIBU-
HyJIach 3a Heil. Horu Heci MeHs1, OyITO KTO-TO TSIHYJI 32 HUTOUKY.

— Croii! — KpuKHyJa 51, U MOM TOJIOC 9XOM pa3HECCs MO MYCTOMY KOPUAOPY.

JKeHmHa 0CTaHOBUJIACH Y KaMEHHOM cTeHbl. [ToBepHy1a roioBy — Juiia He pa3ooparhb, CIIUII-
KOM TEMHO. A TIOTOM. .. c/ieJiaJia 1iar B cTeHy. W mporia ckBo3b He€, Kak CKBO3b TyMaH, Kak OyaTo
KaMH$1 He CyIIIECTBOBAJIO BOBCE.

S mopbexana. KameHb ObUT XOJMOAHBIM, TIJIbIM, O€3 TpelyH | meieid. Hu nsepu, HU TaitHOTO
npoxona. TonbKo ryxasi cTeHa, 1 MO€ OTpakeHUe B TYCKJIOM CcBeTe (DaKelloB.

— Bame BricouecTBOo! — Jlucca BBICKOYMIIA M3-32 YIUIa, 3albIXaBIIasiCs, C PaCIIMpPEeHHbBIMU
rnazamu. — $1 3abecriokomiack, Bac Tak J0JrO HeT.

— Jlucca, — 51 IOBepHYJIaCh K HEl, — s TOJIBKO YTO BU IeJIa KEHIIMHY B KpacHOM. OHa rmporiia
CKBO3b CTEHY.

Jlucca moGneiHeNna Tak, 4to craja Oejee, YeM CKaTepTh Ha YKUHE.

— CKBO3b CTEHY, Ballle BHICOUECTBO?

— [Ha. Kak npuspak.

— T'oBOpAT, B 3TOM KOPUIOPE YaCTO BUAST MPU3PAKOB, — IMPOIIENTaNIa OHA, OJISIIBIBASICH. —
Tex, KTO ymMep Bo jBopiie. HeecT, ciiykaHOK. .. MOXeT ObITh, Jaxe camy Jlunmany.

— Jlunuana ymupaiia B 6eJ10M?— yTOUHHIIA 1.

— Kro 3HaeT, B uéM OHa XOIUT Tenepb, — Jlucca nepekpecTuiach CTpaHHBIM KECTOM — BCel
JanoHbl0. — Tpucra et nponuto. MoxeT, OHa CMEHWIIA IUIAaThe. A MOXKET, ITO HE OHA.

4 cHoBa mocMoTpesia Ha CTeHy. XO0JIO/ BCE €IIE CTOsUT TaM — HE TOT, YTO OT CKBO3HSKA, a TOT,
YTO ObIBAaeT B 3a0POIIEHHBIX IOMaX, I1e KOTJa-TO CIyYMJIOCh YTO-TO CTPAIIIHOE.

— Kro 310 Mor 6biTh? JInnmana? Wi ofgHa U3 Tex, KTo norud Ha otoope? Vnm, MoxkeT, KTo-
TO U3 IIPUHIIECC, YTO CHZENIA C HAMU 3a CTOJIOM?

Jlucca monmyana. E€ ryosl npoxai.

— 3auem OHa Nokas3ajlacb MHe? — CIIPOCHIIA f1.

— He 3Haio, Baiie BbicouecTBo. Ho Te, KTO BUIEN MPU3PAKOB, JOJITO He KUBYT. [0OBOpAT, OHU
MIPUXOAAT 32 TEMH, KTO JIOJKEH CKOPO YMEPETh.

— Jlucca, He myraii MeHs emg OoJIbIIIe.

— 41 He myraio, Bale BHICOYECTBO. S mpeayrpexaao.

MBbI OBICTPO TOILIH K TOKOsIM. I BCIO IOPOTY OIIsi/ABIBANIACh, HO KpacHast (purypa Oosblie He
nosiBJIsIack. TONMBKO TeHU, IUIAIIYIIME HAa CTEHAX, M MOU CTpax, KOTOPBIH s CTApajiach He MOKa3bIBATh.

«Kt0 TBI, MpU3pak? — pymana 1. — Jlwimana? Wm Tta, koro younm no He€? U 3auem ThI
MOKa3bIBaCIIbCSI MHE ?»

OrtBeta He ObU10. TONBKO BETEp 32 OKHOM BBUI, KaK TOJIOAHBIN 3BEPb.
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OOmui yXvH B MaJioM 3aJjie

Busyaua riiasnl 4
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I'i1aBa 5. Ypoku 3THKeTa 1 Maruu

Cepoe yTpo HMKak He XOTeJIO IIpeBpalarbCs B JeHb. TyMaH JIMII K OKHaM, Kak MayTUHA, U
Iaxe B KOMHATE JUIsl 3aHSTHI OBUIO CHIPO 1 350K0. $1 MOsIBUJTaCh TaM C AMHCTBEHHBIM KeJIaHHEM —
BBUKHTBH, HE OMIO30PUTHCS U HE YOUTh HUKOTO YKa3KOM.

Jleon Mpma yxe crosina B LEHTpe, NpsAMas Kak KOIbE, B IUIAThe TAKOTO MPAa4YHOIO OTTEHKA,
OyaTO OHA HOCHJIA TPayp MO BCEM PalocTsiM Mupa. E€ ryOpl ObLIM cKaThl B HUTKY, a IJ1a3a CMOTPEITH
TaK, YTO XOTEJIOCh HEMEUIEHHO MPU3HATLCA BO BCEX I'PeXax, Jaxke TeX, KOTOPBIX HE COBEpIIAA.

— Ilpunneccel, — ronoc jeau VipMbl pe3aHya BO3[yX, — CErOAHsS Mbl OyIeM YUHUThCs HE
IIPOCTO KJIAHATBCS, a UCYE3aTh U3 MPOCTPAHCTBA TAK, YTOOBI BaC 3aMeyav TOJIbKO TOTa, KOT/a Bbl
3TOTO XOTHUTE.

— Ilpararbea? — yrounnna bpyHxuibia, nonpasisas Med.

— BbITh HE3aMeTHOM — BBHICIIME UJIOTaX TUKETa. ViMnepaTrop He JOJKEH BUAETh Bac, €CIU
BBl He TOTOBBIL. 11 HA000pPOT — eciM BbI Hy’KHBI, BBl JOJUKHBI TIOSIBUTHCSI M3 HUOTKY/IA.

7KeHeBbeBa yCMEXHYJach: OHA YK€ yMeJsa 3T0 Jeiarth. S Tonbko B3oxHyaa. B moen nponuion
’KW3HU 51 OblJIa He3aMeTHa €3 BCAKOIo TUKETa — MPOCTO KEHIIMHA B CEPOM NAJIbTO, KOTOPYIO HUKTO
He 3amevall. Tenepb MeHs 3aMedaiy BCe, U 3TO IMyraJlo.

Jlenqu Mpma 3acraBuiia HacC XOAWTH T10 3aJly C 3aKPHITBIMU IVIa3aMU, HE 3aJeBast Apyr Apyra. 5
cronkHyaach ¢ CenecToil Tpy:K/Ibl, HaCcTynuIa Ha nuierd ’KeHeBbeBBl M UyTh HE COMJIa C HOT TIPHH-
ueccy Kpucranuro.

— Bel He KOTEHOK, — mpommnesa Jeau Mpma, — Bl Oyaymas ummneparpuia. Korsara musl,
VMIIEpaTPULIbl — HE3aMETHBI. DTO pa3Hble BELIU.

ITocne sToro Havyammce NokaoHbL. COpOK ceMb pa3 s KJIAHAIACh ITyCTOMY CTYJLy, IPEICTaBIIsA,
YTO Ha HEM CHIMT UMIeparop. Mos cliMHa Xxpycresa, KopceT Bpe3asicsl B péopa, a sienu Mpma Bcé
nopTopsiia: «[yoxke, HUXKe, I1a3a B I0J1, pyKa IUIaBHO, HE KaK KPbUIO YTKU».

— V yTOK KpacuBble€ KpPbLIbsl, — 3aMETUJIA £, KOTZa TEPIIEHUE JIOIHYJIO.

— Mornuarb ¥ IOBTOPATH.

S noBropsna. KeHeBbeBa 3a 3T0 BpeMs OKJIOHWIACH TPYKIbl — UIEAIBHO, IPALMO3HO, KaK
Oy/ITO OHa perneTupoBasia 3TO ¢ AETCTBA. BpyHXMIbAa KilaHsu1ach pe3Ko, I0-BOEHHOMY, HO Jien Mpma
Y 9TO NpuHsUIa. A s — 51 OblTa Oe3HAIEKHA.

— Bbl — camas HesloBKas y4eHMIIa 3a BCe MOM Iofibl, — cKaszasia jiequ Mpma, koraa s B ATHIN
pa3 HaCTyNnuJIa Ha MOJOI.

— Cnacubo, — orBetuia 1. — 1 crapaiocs.

— BpI crapaerecs He ymepeTh. 910 BUAHO. HO IpUIBOpHBIE OLIEHAT HE CTapaHMs, a pe3YJIbTaT.

INocne NokI0HOB — x0ap0a. Mbl XOAMJIM 110 3aJTy C KHUTaMU Ha rojioBax. Kuuru naganu. Mos
— yanie Bcex. [IpuHiiecca AKBapuy ABUrajiach IiaBHO, Kak Jiede/ib, e€ I00KM MOUTH He IIEBEITHIIHCD.
[Mpunnecca Kpucramim — noutu GeciryMHo, Oy/ITO OHa He Kacajach Ioja. A s Tonasa, Kak CJIOH B
MIOCY/IHOH JIaBKe, ¥ prUEcKa, HaJ KoTopoii JIncca OGutach yac, pacraganach Ha rias3ax.

— CrnuHa npsiMasi, rojioBa BBICOKO, I00KM HE MECTH MOJI — 3TO YISl CIy’KaHOK, — YeKaHWIa
nenu Npma.

— V MeHs O0MT KMBOT, — YECTHO cka3asa 1. — Kopcer.

— He o6cyxnaercsi.

K ob6eny s HeHaBunena nenu Mpmy, Becb JBOp, MMIIEpaTopa, KOPCETbl U 3TOT MUP, KOTOPHIi
IIPUSYMaJl STUKET.

3arem Obl puBeTCTBUSA. [IpUIBOpHBIE JaMbl KJIAHSIOTCS — Thl KMBaelb. He ynpibaeribcest.
He rosopuius «mipuser». [Ipocto kuBaems. A kuBHyna.

— Kak Oynro y Bac 1mes ciomaHa, — HNpoKoOMMeHTHpoBaiia jJeau Vpma. — KuBok — 3710
JBUKEHUE TOJIOBBI Ha [1BA CAHTMMETPA BHU3, 4 HE MAJICHUE JIMLIA B TAPEJIKY.
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S kuBHYya npaBwIbHO. ’KeHeBbeBa 3a MOel CIIMHOUN TUXO (DIPKHYJIA.

Janpire ObUTH: KaK CHIETh Ha TpoHe (s pa3Baimiiach, ’KeHeBbeBa cejla Kak KOpojieBa), Kak
BCTaBarh (s KpAXTena, npuHLecca Irnue BCKOYMIa Kak NpykuHa), Kak IPUHAMATh ITOJAPKH (s cKa-
3aj1a «0ro, cnacu6o», BpyHXuIbaa MpoCTO KMBHYIA), KaK OTKA3bIBaTh yXak&paMm (s 4yTh He Tociasa
ux maroMm, Cenecra NoKpacHena /10 KOpHEH BOJIOC), Kak JiepkaTh Beep (s Jepaa ero Kak Torop) u
KaK XOJMTb 10 JIECTHULIE (51 UyTh HE yMaJia TPHUKIBI).

— 3aBTpa NpoJoIkUM, — cKasaja jeau Mpma, korna cosHile Hauyaao KJIOHUThCS K 3aKary.
— bynem yuutbcsa TaHUEBATD.

— TaHueBarb? — nepecnpocuia si, 4yBCTBYs, KAK HOTM HAJIMBAIOTCS] CBUHLIOM.

— Ha Gany BbI no/mKHBI OyaeTe TaHIeBaTh ¢ umnepatopoM. Ecim HactynuTe eMy Ha HOTY —
MOXETe CUUTATh, UTO Ballla Kapbepa 3akoH4eHa. MiMmneparop He mporaer 60m.

— A oHa M He HauMHAJIaCh, — MPOOOpPMOTaa 5.

— Yro BHI cKazamu?

— Yr0 3aBTpa NpUay C XOPOLIMM HACTPOEHUEM.

Jlenu Vipma He moBepuiia, HO ylula, OCTaBUB Iociie ceOsl 3arax JIaBaHAbl ¥ Pa30vyapOBaHMUS.
Jlpyrue npuHIIeCCH ToXke pazonuuch — JKeHeBbeBa Opocuiia Ha MeHsI ITpe3puTesbHbIN B3, Cerne-
cra mennyia: «Tel cipaBUIIbCS», @ BpyHXWIbAA MPOCTO XMBIKHYJIA U TIONPaBUIa MeY.

S yxe cobupanach BEpHYThCS B CBOM ITOKOH, KOTIa B KOPUIOPE MEHsI HACTUT MarkcTp ACTop.
OH He 1IET — OH IJIbUL, ¥ BO3AYX BOKPYT HEro Meplai, Kak HaJl pacCKaJIEHHOM TUIUTOM.

— Barue BricouecTBO, MMIIEpaTOp BEJIEN MOKa3aTh BaM TO, YTO HE YBU/UIIb B KHUTAX.

— W 4gro xe 310?

— Marwuio, KoTOpas IBIIIUT B KaXKJOM KaMHE 3TOro ABOpLIA.

OH NpoTAHYJ PyKY, U 5 IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK MOJ YXOAUT U3-110J HOr. Mup 3aBeprelics, 3arel,
3acBepKaJl ThICSYEW OrHel — M Yepe3 MCHOBEHUE MBI CTOSUIM Ha BepIIMHE CAMOM BBHICOKOM OAIlIHHU.

BHuzy paccrunanace umnepusi — Jjieca, peku, ropojia, loxXoK1e Ha UrpylieuHble. A HaJ BceM
9TUM — He60, HO He 00brdHOe. OHO IMyTbCUPOBAIIO, OYITO KHUBOE, U IO €r0 MOBEPXHOCTH Mpoderaim
30JI0TbIE HUTH, NTOXOKME HAa MOJIHUM, 3aCTHIBILUE B MOJIETE.

— Marunueckuil Kymos, — ckazaji ACTop, U B €ro rojioce 3Byuana roproctb. — OH oxpaHsieT
Spouio yxe Thicady jeT. Hu oqun Bpar He mpoién ckBo3b Hero. Hu oqHa apMus He cMoria ero
POOUTB.

— A BOIiHBI? — cIIpOCHJIa 1, UYyBCTBYS, KaK BETEP TPEILIET BOIOCHL.

— B umnepun He ObUTO BOIH MATHCOT JieT. KyIos rnorsoraeT o0y arpecculo, peBpaiiact
e€ B SHepruIo Ui TpoHa. Bparu cranossarca tormmsom. Heeectsl — TOXE.

51 moxononena, XoTs BeTep ObLT TETUTBIM.

— Tpon nutaercs KXuU3HAMHU, — ponoKal Actop. — Pa3 B cTo jieT OH Npu3bIBaeT ceMb
HesecT. [llects ymMupator, ux Iymu uayT Ha nojjepxanue kynosa. CeapMasi HOIydaeT CUITY.

— U ymupaer B pozpax.

— Wi BeikuBaet. Takoro He ciyvasocs Tpucta JjeT. Jlunuana ucyesna. Hukro He 3HaeT —
’rBa oHa WM MeptBa. Ho e€ cuia He nutana TpoH. 3HAYMT, OHA HAIILIA CIIOCO0 OOMaHyTh MPOKJIS-
THE.

AcTOop B3MaxHyJ PyKOH, U Mbl CHOBa IEPEHECINCh — Ha 3TOT pa3 B HEOOJBIIYI0 KPYIIYIO
KOMHaTy, IJie [axJo CyIUEHBIMU TpaBaMMU M YEM-TO KHUCJIOBaTbiM. BIO/b CTEH TAHYJIMChH CTEJUIaXU
C Pa3HOIBETHBIMH CKJISHKaMH, a B LIEHTPE CTOSUI CTOJI, HA KOTOPOM JIEKaJId HECKOJIbKO OOKAJIOB C
BHUHOM.

— VueOHblii 371 MAJIOW Maru, — MOSICHAJI Mar. — 37ech 51 Oy[ly yIUTh BaC paCliO3HABATH SI/IbI.

— Snp1? — g mocMoTpesia Ha OOKATHI.

— Jla. 3Bé3aHas auams, KpOBSHOW KOpPEHb, COHHAsl TpaBa. Bce OHU BBIIALAT MO-pa3HOMY,
MaXHYT M0-Pa3HOMY U OCTaBJISIOT Pa3HBIU CJe].
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OH MonoIIEN K CTONY, B3sUT TIEPBBIA OOKaJl.

— Tlontoxaiire.

9l nakyioHwsnack. Apomar ObUI CIIAJKOBAaThIM, HMPUTOPHBIM, HANIOMHMHAIOIIUM TE€PECIIENyIo
rpyuny.

— Connas TpaBa. He cmeprtesnbHO, HO BBl pocuTe A0 cieayloiiero yrpa. Eciu Bam noame-
IIAI0T TAKOE B BUHO — BUHO MOKAXETCS CIIMIIKOM CJIaJKHUM.

Bropoii 60oka nax ropbkuM MUHAATIEM.

— KposiHoit kopenb. CmepreneH. Eciu modyBcTByeTe 3TOT 3amax Tam, IJie ero ObITh He
JOJKHO — He neuTe. [Jaxe eciiu ymupaere ot KaxIpl.

Tpertuii 60Kan He Max HUYEM.

— 3Bé3anas guaus. Ta, KoTopol oTpaBwiv Bamie Teno. OHa He MUMeeT 3armaxa M MovTy He
nMeet BKyca. Ho mocmorpure Ha 1iBer.

OH nogHEc O6okan K cBeue. BUHO Ka3ayioch pyOMHOBBIM, HO Ha MOBEPXHOCTH TUIABAIN €/1Ba
3aMETHbIE MACIISTHUCTBIE Pa3BOMbI.

— D10 eMHCTBEHHAs MojcKa3Kka. MacisHas reéHka. Hayuutech e€ 3amedars.

AcTop iocTalt U3 KapMaHa MaJIeHbKUH cepeOpsHBIN KYJIOH B (hopMe Karlid Ha TOHKOH TeTTOUKe.

— Hocwure s10. Kynon noremHeer, eciu B muthe Oyaet siia. OH pearnpyeT Ha JToOble H3BECTHBIE
MHE OTPaBHI.

S Hagena KynoH. Mertayun ObIT XOJOTHBIM, HO Yepe3 CeKyHIy Harpescs, OyaTo MpUXUics K
KOJXKeE.

— 3aBTpa NpoAoKUM, — cKazail AcTop. — A ceiiyac 3alOMHUTE IJIaBHOE: TPOH MPU3bIBAET
HeBecT pa3 B cto JieT. Cremytomuii pa3 OyieT uepes cTo jeT. Eciv Bbl He cTaHeTe MIiepaTpuliei, Bac
He OyzieT. A eciii cTaHeTe — Y Bac MOSIBUTCS IIAHC U3MEHUTh MTPaBHIa.

OH LIENKHYI NaJbIIAMU, U 5 OKa3aJ1ach B KOPUIOPE, HEJAJIEKO OT CBOMX MOKOEB.

Sl BolLTa B KOMHATY, cesia B KpecJo, oJpkaB HOTH. Jlucca ¢ TpeBoroi cMoTpesia Ha MeHs.

— Barue BeicouecTBo, BbI OiegHee OOBIYHOTO.

— Jlncca, — no3Bana . — Buno.

— Baitie BbICOYECTBO, BBl CETO/IHSI MU YKE TP pasa...

— Jlucca, 5 cerogHs MOKJIOHWJIACH ITyCTOMY CTYJIy JBECTH pa3, Hay4wJach €CTb HEBUAMMBIN
CyI U TIOHSJIA, YTO B TOM MUPE MeHs KAET TOINBKO OJHO: JTMOO CMEPTh, MO0 OECKOHEUHbIe YPOKU
stukera. Eciu 51 celiuac He BBINbI0 — 51 HE 3HAIO YTO £ caesaw!

Jlucca B310XHY1a ¥ IPUHECTIA BUHO.

A cnenana rorok. T€ras cnagocTh pa3iviach Mo Temy.

— AcTtop nokazaja MHe Maru4eckuil kynoi. M ckazani, 4to TpoH nuTaeTcs HeBecTamMu. S —
TOIUIMBO 151 3TOr0 KOCTpa.

— Jlenn, — ckasasia JIncca OCTOPOKHO. — BBl ceronHs Jesaay yCrexu.

— Kakwue?

— Bui He yowmu sienu Vpmy.

— DTO TOUHO ycrex, — corjlacuiack s1. — Ho 3aBTpa — taH1pl. $1 He ymero TaHiieBaTh. Y HacC
B MHUp€ TaHIIbl — 3TO AEPraThCs MOJ My3bIKY Ha MPa3JHUKaX. A TyT — BaJIbChl, MEHYITHI, BCE TaKOE.

— 4 mory Hayuuts Bac, — npemyioxwia Jlucca. — Hemuoro. Beuepom.

— To1? Tl ymeenis?

— CrnyxaHOk nHorAa y4ar. Ha ciydaii, eciim Hy’)KHO 3aMEHUTh KOTO-TO Ha Oalty.

Sl mocMoTpesna Ha He€ ¢ yBaKEHUEM.

— Jlucca, To1 cokpouitie. laBaii. Ho cHayasia — eiié BuHa.

Mpbi TaHueBau B KOMHare. be3 Mmy3biku. Jlrcca cunrana: pa3-aBa-Tpy, pa3-aBa-Tpu. S HacTy-
naja e Ha Horu. Jlucca teprena.

— Jlenu, BB 6e3HAIEKHBI, — CKa3asia OHa Yepes3 rnoiryaca.

— 41 3Ha10, — oTBeTUsA 5. — HO THI XOTSI OBl HE KPUYHIIIB.
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— 4 yxe npuBbIKIIa.

Mpbl OCTaHOBWIMCH NEPEBECTH JibixaHue. 1 mocMoTpesna B OKHO. [IBe JiyHbl CHOBa BUCEIU Ha
HeOe. KpacHas u 3en€Hast — Kak JiBa 1ia3a, KOTOpble CMOTPE/IY Ha MEHSI.

— Jlucca, — ckazana 5. — DTOT NPU3pPaK. . . KEHIIKMHA B KPACHOM, MTPOIIEAIIas CKBO3b CTEHY.
Kto oHa moria 6bITh?

— He 3Haro, Bame BbicouectBo. Ho Bo gBopiie MHOro siereH1. ['0BOpAT, B NOA3EMENbSIX €CTh
TaliHas1 OUOMMOTEKA, T/Ie XPAHATCS JHEBHUKU BCEX UMITEpaTpuil. MOKeT ObITh, TAM €CTh OTBETHI.

— Taiinas 6ubamoteka? — s IOBEpHYJIach K Hell. — Thbl 3Haelb, r1e BXoa?

— Mos 6adymika pacckasbiBaiia. B 3anmagHoM Kpbute, 3a ctapsiM rodeseroM. Ho Tyna onmacHo
xonuTh. CTpaXXHUKH, JIOBYIIKHU. . .

— 3aBTpa HOYBIO MBI TTOUJIEM TyJa, — CKaszaja si.

— Bainie BricouecTBO!

— Jlucca, ecnu 51 He y3Halo MpaBLy, MeHs yObloT. MokeT ObITh, 3aBTpa. MoxeT ObITh, Yepe3
HeJemo. A eciu 5 y3Halo — y MeHs Oy/IeT IIaHC.

Jlucca momyasia. [lorom kuBHYA.

— Xopot1o, Baiie BbicouecTBo. S mpoBoxky Bac. Ho Tonbko 10 BXoza.

— JloroBopuimce.

S mocmotpena Ha creny. «TaitHast OnonuoTeka. JJHeBHUKYM umneparpull. MoxeT ObIThb, TaM s
y3HaI0, 4TO CIy4Yuioch ¢ JInnuranou. Y mouemy npuspak npuxoguT UMEHHO KO MHE».

§l nerna cnatb, HO IOJTO HE MOIJIA YCHYTb.

[lepen rnazamu Bcé crosiia KpacHas purypa, mpoxoasiias CKBO3b KaMeHb.
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Bu3syaJ raasbl 5. Ypok maruu
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Bu3syaJ raassl 5. Ypok 3THKETA
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I'naBa 6. /laBiienue u crpax

Hous oryctuiack Ha JBOpeIT TSKEIBIM, OapXaTHBIM TTOK phiBaIoM. JIYHbI — KpacHasi 1 3eJIE€Hast
— CBETUJIM CKBO3b BHICOKHE OKHA, HO UX CBETA XBATAJIO TOJIBKO YTOOBI 0O03HAYUTh KOHTYPbI CTEH U
OpocuThb Ha IMOJI MPUYYAJKBbIe TeHU. B kopuaopax 6bu10 THXO. CIUIIKOM THXO.

A xnana, noka Jlucca ycHer.

S He xoTena Opath ciyxkaHKy ¢ coboi. Ciummkom onacHo. CIMITKOM MHOTO BOIPOCOB, Ha
KOTOpbIE Y MEHsI caMoy He ObLI0 0TBeTOB. TaiiHast GudimoTeka, o Kotopor ropopuia Jlvcca, MaHuIa
KakK 3ampeTHbId 11o4. Eciu Tam JeiCTBUTENIbHO XPAHATCS JHEBHUKM MPOLUIBIX UMIIEpaTpull, BO3-
MOKHO, g Haiay oTBeThl. KTo oTpaBui Hactosnyo Dnuany? KTo Ta )keHIMHA B KpacHOM, IIPOILE-
11asi ckBo3b creHy? IloueMy umneparop CMOTPUT Ha MEHsI Tak, OYATO BUIUT KOTO-TO APyroro?

51 onenack B TEMHOE IJ1aThe — MOYTH YEPHOE, O3 ETMHOTO YKpAIlleH! 1, HAKUHYJIA I1J1alll, KOTO-
poiit Jlucca mpurotoBuiia Ha ciaydail JOX[s, M OeCIIyMHO BBICKOJIb3HYJIA B KOpuAop. [Bepu moux
MOKOEB 3aKPbUIACh 32 MHOW C MSATKUM ILLIETYKOM.

41 monwna Ha 3anazn. Jlucca pacckasbiBasia, 4To BXOJI B TaHYI0 OMOIMOTEKY HAXOAUTCS 3a CTa-
PbIM TOOEJICHOM C OXOTHHYbEH CLIEHOH. §1 3alOMHMIIa 9TO MECTO — OHO ObLIO HEIAJIEKO OT 3aKPhl-
TOTO KPbLIa.

Kopunops! TssHY/MCh OecKOHEUHOM Yepenoit. Pakeibl Topestu TYCKJIO, HEKOTOPbIE yKe MTOraciiy.
1 11a Ha 1BINOYKax, CTapasiCh HE CTydYarh KaOmyKamu. B o060l MOMEHT MOT MOSIBUTHCSI CTPAXKHUK
i ciayra. Ho Houblo aBopel] BbiMupall. [axke npu3paku, Ka3ajioch, CIasIu.

1 cBepHyna B 3anagHoe Kpblio. Bor oH — rodenied. OrpoMHoe MojoTHO, Ha KOTOPOM UCKYCHO
BBITKAJIM CLIEHY OXOTBI: BCATHUKU TPECIe0BAIN OJIeHsl, COOAKM pBaJIM 3aila, COKOJ BOH3aJl KOI'TU
B Harmo. KpacuBo u kpoBaBo. §I OTOOBUHYA TAKENYIO TKAHb.

3a Heil Obl1a KaMeHHasi CTeHa. XOJIoqHasl, IaKasi, 0e3 eAuHoM TpeluHbl. Hu 1Bepu, Hu 1mienu.

— Yymb, — nporenrana 5. — He Moxet ObITh, 4T0OBI JIcca omubnach.

S nposena pykoit no kamHio. [TeibHO. IllepmaBo. B oqHOM MecTe cTeHa OT3bIBajIach TEMJIOM
— 4yTb 3aMETHBIM, €/1Ba YJIOBUMBIM. S Haxana.

Crena GecIryMHO yIla B CTOPOHY, OTKPBIBasl Y3KYIO JIECTHUILY, YXOISIIYI0 BHU3. 13 mpoéma
MaxXHYJIO MbUIbIO, CTAPHIMU KHUTAMU M YEM-TO CJIQAKOBATBIM — TO JIM JIAJaHOM, TO JIA TpaBamH,
KOTOpBIE KJIaJK MEXKY CTPAHUIIAMU, YTOOBI OTITYTHYTh KYKOB.

Sl warHyna B TEMHOTY.

skskesk

JlecTHuIIa KOHUMIIACK, U S OKA3aJ1aCh B OTPOMHOM MOA3EMEIBE.

Bosmyx 3mech ObUT TSKEBIM, CIPECCOBAaHHBIM BeKaMu. CTeJUTak yXOIUIM BBEPX, TEPSsCh B
yepHOTe. THICSIUM KHUT, CBUTKOB, KapT. HeKOTOpbIe KOpPEIIKH CBETUIIUCH CIa0BIM TOITyObIM CBETOM
— marus, noHsia 1. Vlnm 1peBHss NbUlb, KOTOPasi HAKONMWIACH 32 COTHH JIET.

TuivHa cTosina Takasi, 4To 3BOH B yIlIaxX Ka3ajics TpOMKUM. Kax1plii MO 1Iar OTAABaJICS 9XOM,
Kask/1asl MOJIOBUIIA CKpUIIeNa, OyATO Mpeaynpeskaana O MOEM BTOPKEHUH.

S nBuHynace Mexny psaaMu. Ha3BaHusi Ha Kopelikax ObLTM MHE He3HAKOMBI: «Pomocios-
Hasl UIMIIepaTopoB», «TaiiHble puTyasbl rpectona», «Mcropusi ceBepHbIX BOMH», «Marusi KpoBu U
TpOHa». I CKasa CyHAyKHU C JHEBHUKAMU umrepaTpull. Jlrcca rosopuia, 4To OHUA XPaHATCS B 1aJTb-
HEM YIJIy, OJaJblIe OT IOCTOPOHHMX IJ1a3.

S mma nonro. Creuiaky CMEHSUTH JIPYT Ipyra, HO KOHIIa UM He ObUIo. [Tog3emernnbe Ka3aioch
OeckoHeuHbIM. HakoHell Briepeiu MoKa3auch TPU JIEPEBSHHBIX CYHIYKa C METHBIMU HAKJIAJIKAMHU.
OHM cTOSIM B HUILE, 32 TOCJIEIHUM CTEJIIaX0OM, OYATO MX CHEUUAIbHO CIPATAIM OT CIy4YalHBIX
TIOCETUTEIEN.

Ha kaxxgom cyHayke — Tabiaryka ¢ UMEHEeM U 1aTOM.

«Mmmneparpuna Cepena. 450 siet Hazag».
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«Mmneparpuiia Mapra. 380 et Hazagy».

«Mmneparpunia Jlunuana. 300 et Hazam».

41 omyctunack Ha KoneHu niepen cyHaykoM Jlunvanel. Kpeika He Obuta 3anepra. $1 mogHsiia
e€. BHyTpy — cTOnKu muceM, NMepeBsi3aHHbIX MIETKOBBIMU JICHTAMU, HECKOJIBKO TETPAJe B KOXka-
HOM Tepervi€Te, JIOKOH MeTebHBIX BOJIOC, 3aBSA3aHHbIN B y3€JI0K, MaJeHbKUI KUHKAJ C pyOMHOM Ha
PYKOSITH, 3acoX1Iasi KpoBb Ha Jie3Bun? Mnu npocrto pixkaBunHa?

51 B3sia BepxHIoO TeTpaab. [JJHeBHUK. OTKpbUIa HA NIEPBO CTPAHUIIE.

«/lenw nepevlii. Mens npuzeanu. A ne xomena. Y meus ovina ceos xHusno. Hmnepamop kpacus,
Ho cmpauen. H 0yoy OepacamvbCsi Om Hezo nooavule.»

[Moyepk ObUT MEJIKUM, HEPBHBIM, OY/ITO MUCABIIMIA TOPOITUIICSA WM O0sics. ByKBbI mpbiray,
CTPOKH yXOJWJIUA BBEPX U BHU3.

Sl nepeBepHyna CTpaHuULy.

«/lenv Oecsimpotii. Ce200Hs1 oH nocmompen Ha meHs. [Ipocmo nocmompen. A y MeHs ROOKOCUAUCD
Hoeu. A nponana. On — He uyoosuute. On — uenogex. Panenviil, ycmaeuwiuti, oourokuii. A eudicy smo
8 €20 2na3ax.»

«/lenv 0saduyamulii. Mot 2060punu écto Houwv. O 36€30ax, 0 HcusHu, o cmepmu. On ckazan, umo
ooumcs arooume. A ckazana, umo ne o6otoco. Conzana. A 6otoce. Ho 6oroce He e20 — cebs.»

S nponucrana ganeie. BHyTpu pa3pacranoch CTpaHHOE 4yBCTBO — $1 YUTaJIa O TOM K€, UTO
HauMHaJIa 4YyBCTBOBATh cama. Ta ke TAra K UMIIepaTopy, TOT K€ CTpax, TO e HekelaHUe MpU3Ha-
BaThbCs Jlaxe cede.

«/lenv namudecamotii. OH noyenosan meus. Bnepevle. A oymana, umo ympy. He om npoxkasmus
— om cuacmws. Ho nomom écnomuuna, umo npokasimue yousaem mex, ko2o o aooum. M mne cmano
CMPAULHO. »

«/lenv cemuodecamulii. A o610 e20. Imo kowey. [Ipoxkasmue yovém mens. Ho s ne mozy ocma-
Hosumwcs. He mozy. Jladice ecau 3uaro, uem amo KOHUUMCSL.»

S nouyBcTBOBaJIA, Kak cepAle CKajlock. S 3Hana 310 4yBcTBO. OTpULIaHKE, CTpaX, MaJeHHe.
U nonHoe Geccunue riepes HUM.

«/lenv comulii. A yznana cmpawnyro maiiny. He moey nanucamu 30ece. borocs, umo OHesHUK
nonaoém 6 uydwcue pyku. Ecau s ucuesny — uwume npaedy y mex, komy umnepamop oogepsiem. He
sepome yavlokam. OcobeHHo mem, Kmo 8cezoa psioom. »

JHeBHuK oOpbiBavics. Hu nMEH, Hu ynuk. TonbKo cTpax, 3aCTHIBIIMI Ha Oymare.

— Yro TH XOTeNa ckazath, JIunmana? — mnpomentana 1. — KTo 3TOT yenoBek, KOTopoMy
HEJb3s1 BEpUTH?

S mepenucTHyNa HECKOJNBKO YHCTHIX CTpaHuIl. B koHile Obuta eni€é ofgHa 3amuch, cOelaHHas
AposKaIeld pyKou, MouTH Hepa30opUrBO.

«Cezoons s yxoxcy. Ipowaii, moii umnepamop. Ipowaii, n10606e. A He xouy ymupamo. Ho u
JoHcumo 6 Knemie He moey. Ecau mol uumaewv smo — 3nauum, s He eepuyaace. Hau eepuynace, HO
yorce He 5. bepeeu ceos.»

S 3aKkpbuIa JHEBHUK.

— ThI cOexana, — ckazana s B myctory. — Wi 1eds yomnu. Ho Tel He xoTena ymupats. Kak

51 cyHyna MTHEBHHUK 3a Ma3yxXy U yke coOMpasach B3ATh MUChMA, KOTA YCIIBIIIATA IIary.

Kro-TO criyckascs 1o JiecTHUIIE.

[aru 6pun NErkrMuK, yBepeHabiMu. He cyra. He crpaxkauk. KTo-TO, KTO 3HAJ, Kyaa HAET.

SI MeTHyach 3a CTe/UIaX, MPUKAJIACh CIIMHOM K XOJOAHBIM KHUraMm. Cepile KOJOTHIOCh Tak
IPOMKO, YTO Ka3aJIOCh, €TI0 CJIBIIIHO BO BCEM MOA3EMEJIBE.

laru npuGImxaIuch.
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N3 npoxona Bbiuia urypa. Kenckas. [lnarbe TéMHO-cepoe, noutn uépHoe. Bonockl pacity-
1meHbl. B pykax — cBeda, KoTopasi OTOpachiBajia Ha JIMIO OCTPbIe TEHH.

/KeneBbeBa.

— Beixoqu, — ckazana oHa, He MOBbIIIAs rojoca. — 1 3Halo, 4TO ThI 3/1€Ch.

S BeigoxHyna. CTpax OTCTYIWII, CMEHUBIIKCH 3JI0CTHIO.

— Kak TbI MeHs Hala? — crnpocuina 51, BBIXOAS U3-3a CTeJUIaxa.

— $1 He TeOs1 uckana, — JKeHeBbeBa MOCTaBUIIA CBEUY Ha CYHIYK. — S1 MPUXOXKY clofia Kakayio
HOoYb. Yurao qHeBHUKU. Uity crnadbie mecTa.

— Ypn?

— Bcex. Mmmeparopa, repiiora, Teos.

— Moé cnaboe MecTo — TO, UTO s He YMEIO KJIaHAThCS?

— TBoé€ cmaboe MecTo — ThI CJIMIITKOM JIOOOMBITHA. JIIOOOMBITCTBO yOUBaeT.

— A JKeCTOKOCTb IMOMOTaeT BbIKUTH?

— JKecrokocTb omMoraet mooexaaTh.

7KeneBbeBa cesia Ha cyH1yk CepeHbl, CKpecTUB HOr'M. B nosymMpake oHa BbIIJIsiiesia OYTH Kpa-
CHUBOW — OCTpasi IMHUSI CKYJI, XOJIOJHbIE 17134, JIETKast yCMeIllKa Ha Ty0ax.

— Yro TeI 31€CH JeNaeib? — CHpOCUIIa 51, HE JBUrasiCh C MECTa.

— Yuraio JHEBHUKY UMIIepaTpul, — orBeTuia KeneBbeBa. — A Thl?

— Toxe.

— Hamna yro-uuOyap uHTepecHoe?

— JueBnuk Jlunransl. OHa Gosiachk KOro-To Bo aopiie. He ummeparopa. Koro-to apyroro.

— D10 51 3Ha1a U Oe3 THeBHUKA, — KeHeBbeBa ycMexHynach. — Bompoc B ToM, KOro IMEHHO.
W nouemy umneparop He BUAMUT.

— A TbI 3Haenb?

— HoranpiBatock. Ho nokaszarensctB HeT. Tonbko HamMEéku. TONBKO MMCbMA, B KOTOPBIX HE
Ha3BaHbl IMEHA.

— Tol yntana nucema Jlnansi?

— 41 ymrana BcE, 4to 31ech ecTb. 3a Tpucrta JyieT. [{neBHuku CepeHbl, Maptsl, JluanaHsl.
[Tucbma coBeTHUKOB. OTYETHI MaroB.

— 3auem?

— YtoOsl BBUKUTE. U cTaTh uMnieparpuieid. 3HaHue — cuiia. A cuiia — 3TO 3alluTa.

— W 4ro TH y3HATA?

/KenesbeBa nomonyaia. [Torom ckasana tuxo:

— UYro npokJisiTre He yorBaeT HeBecT. Ero yousaiot moau. Kto-1o Bo 1BOpIIe, KTO-TO OIU3KUI
K UMIIepaTopy, yKe MHOIO JieT IeTeT 3aropop. M JInnmmana 3naia, kto 310. HO He ycriena ckasars.

— T'epuior TopHByA? — npsIMO cripocuIa .

7KeneBbeBa OCMOTpEIIa HA MEHS JI0JTUM B3IJISIIOM.

— To1 ymHee, yeM Kaxembes, Acrepus. [la, g nogospesato repruora. Ho jokasarenbcTs HeT.
TonbKo TO, YTO OH CTaJl elIE BIUATENIbHEE [10C/Ie Ucue3HOBeHU s JInnransl. TOIbKO TO, 4TO OH Beeraa
YJIBIOAETCS1, KOT/Ia TOBOPUT O CMepTH. TOJIBKO TO, YTO OH CMOTPUT Ha TeOs TaK ke, KaK CMOTpesT Ha
HEE.

— OrTKypa Thl 3Haelllb, Kak OH CMOTpeJT Ha Hee€?

— 4 ynrana gHeBHUK. OHa mucana: «OH CMOTPUT Ha MEHs Kak Ha J100bvy. S 9yBCTBYIO ero
B3MJIA] JIa)Ke CKBO3b CTEHBI. 1 O0I0CH ero OOobIIe, YeM MPOKJIATHS» .

S moxonopnena.

— TbI X0ueb IpoJaTh 3TU CBEAEHUS IepLory? — crpocuia .

7KeneBbeBa npHunoaHsiyia OpoBb.

— [ouemy TBI Tak pemmna?

— IotomMy uTO THI HE Ta, KTO OYJET PUCKOBATh pajiv MpaBbl. Thl PUCKYEIb PaJy BBITOMIBI.
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— YMmHO, — JKeHeBbeBa ycMexHysack. — Ho ThI onmbaensces. S He padoTaio Ha repuora. S
padoraio Ha cebs. U s He cobuparoch MpogaBaTh €My TH 3anucu. S coOMparch UCTONB30BATh UX,
YTOOBI ITAHTAKUPOBATH €TO.

— Tel cymaciienmas.

— 4 npaktuynas. ['epuor onaceH. Ho y kaxpgoro ectb cnadoctu. [laxke y Hero.

OHna npoTsHyJia pyKy K IHEBHUKY, KOTOPBIH 1 Aepkajia 3a a3yXou.

— Orpnail. 910 He TBOE.

— 4 Hania ero nepBas.

— Tl Hanw1a ero nepBow, HO A npunuia 3a HUM. Otnail, Acrepusi. He 3acraBisii MeHs1 pu-
MEHSTh CUITY.

— Tsl He OCMeeTb. YOUICTBO BO JBOPLIE KApaeTcsi CMEPTHIO.

— Ko y3naer? Tol npunuia oqHa. TBos ciyxkanka cniut. ViMriepatop 3aHsT. A Teso B roaze-
MeJibe MOTYT HAalTh He CKOpO. A KOrja HalayT — peliar, 4yTo Thl 3a0myauiaack. Vinm uro Ha TeOs
ynau crejuiak. HecyactHele cityyau 31ech — OOBIYHOE JIEJIO.

— TbI Taxk yBepeHa?

— A TbI XOU€lIb IPOBEPUTD?

7KeneBbeBa Me[yIeHHO nogHsAIachk. EE pyka ckomb3HyIa 1o rJianmi.

— Orail THeBHUK, U 51 3a0yjy, 4TO BHjeIa TeOs 3/1eCh.

— A ecnu s paccKaxy UMIIEpaTopy, YTO Thl YNTAIA THEBHUKU ?

— PacckaswpiBaii. OH He nioBeput Tede. Kto Tol it Hero? CeapMasi HeBecTa, KOTOpasi 3aHsija
yyxoe Teso. A 1 — npuHiiecca Beprnonuu, 104b BeJIMKOro repuora. Moé cioBo 10poxe.

— ToI yrpoxaelis?

— A npenynpexnaro.

7KeHeBbeBa BhITAIIIIA U3-TIO] IJ1AIA KUHKaJ. TOHKMIA, OCTpPBINA, C TPAaBUPOBKOU Ha JIE3BUU —
3Mes1, OOBUBAIOINAsT PyOUH.

— Tlocnennuii pa3: oTaail THEBHUK.

S cmoTpena Ha sie3Bue, Ha XOJIofiHble IU1a3a /KeHeBbeBbl, Ha €€ YBEPEHHYIO ycMellKy. BHyTpu
BCE KpUYaJIO O TOM, UYTO HYKHO YCTYIUTb, OTAATH, crlacTuch. Ho uTO-TO Ipyroe — 310e, ynpsmoe,
TO, YTO 3aCTABJISUIO MEHSI IEP3UTh UMITEpaTopy U He OOSIThCS MPU3PAKOB, — HE JaBajio CAATHCS.

— Her, — ckazana 1.

JKeHeBbeBa 3aHeciIa KUHAKAL

S 3axMypuriIach U BCKPUKHYJIA.

Bonpoc om aémopa 0as kommenmapues:

? ’KeneBbeBa focrana kunxkai. Kak gymaere, ycrneeT jm KTo-To cniactv Dnuany? Vi eit npu-
AETcd 3ammIaThesi camor? M 4to 3a TaliHbl CKpBIBAET Teplior, eciu jaxke sKeHeBbeBa OOUTCS ero,
HO rOTOBA IIAHTA)KUPOBATH ?

## Iluiumre cBon Bepcuu B KommeHTapusix! Camas HeOXKHMJaHHAsI MOXKET MOBJIMATD HA CIOKET.
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I'naBa 7. @aBpopuTKa umMieparopa

Jle3Bue NMONBIXHYJIO XOJIOJHBIM OTHEM.

— Ilocnennuit pa3: AHEBHUK, — rosioc 7KeHeBbEBBI COUMIICS SJIOM.

Sl cxana koxkaHylo 0OJIOKKY Tak, YTO MOOeIeNI KOCTAKY. Pazym Borwi: otiaid, cnacaiics. Ho
rOpJIO BBIIABUIO MHOE — IIyXO€, KAMEHHOE «HET>.

Omna 3amaxHyJ1ach. 5 yBueIa, Kak HalpsNIMCh MBILILIBI €€ PENIUIEYbs, KaK APOTHYJIO OCTPHE.

— Barne BricouecTBO!

W3 temHOTH BHIHBIpHY/IA Jlncca. PBaHynace Mexy Hamu, 3aclOHMB MeHsA rpyapslo. Hounas
pyOaiiika, CIlyTaHHbIE BOJIOCHI, IJla3a, MOJIHbIE yKaca — HO CIMHA psMasl.

— He npubmmxkaiitech !

JKeneBbeBa 3actbuta. E€ 3pauku cy3mmich 10 OylaBOYHBIX TOJIOBOK.

— Tb1, — BBIIOXHYJIA OHAa. — 7Kaskas TBaps.

— 41 Ta, KTO MO30BET CTPaXy, — IOJIOC CIyKaHKH Jpoxall, HO He cioMascsa. — Celyac xe.

TuimHa onmycTuiack Ha Noa3eMedbe, TskEnas, Kak HaarpoOHas rmTa. ’KeHeBbeBa nepesesia
B3] ¢ JIucesl Ha meHd. CMmepuia, B3Becuia. M BIpyr ockanniack — KpacuBo, NO-BOJTYBH.

— Ceroansa TBOM JieHb, Actepusi. — KnmHOk ncue3 nop miamoM. — Ho B cienyomuid pa3
TBOEW TEHU MOXKET He OBITh PSIJIOM.

Omna pa3BepHyJ1ach U yIlIa, HE yIOCTOMB HacC Jaxe B3MIAA0M dyepes 1iedo. CTyneHn 3acToHaIn
oz e€ JErkumu 1maramu. [lorom cruximu.

51 ocena Ha cyHayK. [lepeBo ObUIO TEMIBIM — WJIM 3TO MOsI KPOBb BIPYT IPEBPATUIACh B JIEN?

— Jlucca. .. Kak ThI?

— Ipocuynace — Bac Her. [lonsina, kyaa Bbl. [ToOesxana.

— ThI cnlacia MHE KU3Hb.

— 4 cpenana To, 32 YTO MEHsI HE HArpaisT, — OHA TOMBITAIACH YIBIOHYTHCS, HO TYOBl HE
CJTyLIAJIUCD.

S obusina e€. Kpenko, no-Hacrosiiemy. Briepsbie 3a Bcé Bpemsi B 3ToM Mupe. Jlrcca cHavana
OKaMeHeJ1a, TOTOM HECMEJIO ITpukajiack B OTBET. OT HeE MaxJio CTpaxoM M CBEYaMH.

— Wném, — ckazana s, oTiyckas. — 37ech O0JIblIe HEYeM JIbIIIATh.

JIHEBHUK TsIKEJIeN 3a Ma3yXou, KaK KaMeHb.

keksk

VYTpo BHOJI3IIO0 B TOKOM CEPBIM, BHILIBETILIMM CBETOM. 5] He cOMKHYa 71a3. [lepen BHyTpeHHUM
B30pPOM BCE KPYXKWICSA KUHXaJl — 3Mesl Ha pyOuHe, MsATHa Ha Jie3Bud. [lotom smno JKeHeBbeBbI.
ITorom JInnuaHvH AHEBHUK, KOTOPBHIM S MEpeunTaIa TPUKIbI, J€ka B TeMHoTe. OHa TOXE BUAEA
stot Oneck. HaBepHsika Buzena.

— Baite BrIcouecTBO, Mopa rotoBUThCS K Oaity, — Jlucca Bomwia ¢ mogHocom. Yait, mén, xieo.
W xpyru nox ma3zamMu — y He€ caMOi HOUb BbIAJIAch HE JIy4lle.

— ban? — 1 cena, u ronosa 3akpyxuiack. — 3a0buia.

— Ceronnst BeuepoM. VMimneparop rpukasa BceM MpuHieccaM ObTb. HUKOMY He 1mo3BosieHO
OTJILIHUBATb.

— 3Hauur, KeHeBbeBa MOMYUYUT €UIE OIMH IIAHC?

— Ilpu cBuzerensx He nocmeer. Vimnepatop He IpoCTUT yOMIACTBA B 3aJie.

S kuBHyna. Cnaakuii yait 00:x€r ropio. Xopoto. bosnbs nomorana gymars.

Ciy)xaHKM OKPYXWJIM MeHs, Kak muénbl. [InaTee BoIOpasi OMpI030BOe — IIBET MOMX HOBBIX
1a3, 1BeT MOpCKo# rayounsl. LIEnk crpymics mox manblamu, cepeOpsiHasi BHILIMBKA MO TOAOTY
IUIECKasach, Kak neHa. Kopeer 3arsaHymu, HO He 10 xpycra — Jlucca LIenHysa 4To-To IBee, U Ta
oca0uiia IIHYPOBKY. BOJIOCk NOIHSAIM BBICOKO, OTKPHIB LIel0. B nipsan BIuiesm sxeMuyr — XoJof-
HBI, CKOJIb3KUM, KaK PbIObsT Yelllysl.
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— BpI npekpacHsl, — ckaszana Jlucca.

N Tyt ke, He nepeBons IbIXaHUS:

— Jlenu, y Hac rocrhs.

— Kr10?

— Jlequ Cecunust. 'epuioruns Banmiep. [lepBast kpacaBuiia aBopa.

— Yero onHa xouet?

— Ilo3HakomuTbcs.

51 B3rnAHyMa Ha cykaHky. Jlucca mooneanena. [lampiisl, mepedupaniive Kpait apTyka, Apo-
KaJM.

— Ter HE paga, — 3amernna 1.

— Jlenu Cecunus. .. onacHa. Bee HeBecTsI bITAMCh € Hel moapyx«uThesi. Hu oqna He noxuia
10 CBaJIbOBI.

— TbI XO4Yerb cka3aTh — OHa youBana?

— 41 Xouy ckazaTh — IocJje €€ BU3UTOB Cllyyanuch HecyacTbs. [lanenus. Snapl. 3Bepu B cany.
HukTo He nokazain BuHY.

1 cena B kpecyo. Kopcet Obl1 em€ He 3aTsiHYT 10 KOHIa — s1 cenasnia rimyOokui Baox. [locnen-
HUI CBOOOIHBIN BO3/IYX Mepe]] BCTPEUECH.

— 3oBu. [TocmoTpuMm, 4TO 32 3BEPS.

Jlucca Beinuia. BepHysacek yepe3 MuHyTy. 3a €€ CIMHOM — KEHIIMHA.

Ecnu 6w cymiecTBOBa CIOBaph MPUABOPHOM KPACOTHI, €€ MOPTPET MevaTany Ha OOTOKKe.

Beicokas. Tonkas. Ocrpasi, Kak KMHXal — M 51 HE UCKaJla CPaBHEHUI, OHU CaMU JIe3]IU B
roJyioBy. Bosiocsl 11BeTa Crienoil MieHuIIbl CITyCKaJIMCh 10 CIIMHE TSKENOM Kocoi. [ 1a3a — Bacuibko-
BbIE, [TyOOKHE, C pECHHULIAMH, OTOPACHIBAIOIIMMYI TeHH Ha CKYJIbl. [lnatee OeqHo-romydoe, pacim-
TOE KEMUYI'OM, CTPYWJIOCh IIPU Kask10M ABrkeHuH. OT Hee naxyo po3amu. U nenbramu. U eme yem-
TO HEYJIOBUMBIM — MOXET OBITb, JKEJIE30M.

— Jlequ Dnuana, — OHa rpucesa B pepepaHce. VieaibHOM, BRIBEPEHHOM JI0 rpajayca. — JIBop
B BOCTOpIe OT CE/IbMOI HEBECTHI.

— JIBop? — s mpunogHsia 6poBb. — MHe Ka3anock, JBOP MEHsI HE 3aMeyaer.

— O, Bac 3aMeTHIM Bce, — YJbIOKa CKOJIb3HYJNA IO e€ rybam — KpacuBasi, Kak MacKa. —
Jlep3Kkas momajgaHka, Kotopast He OOMTCSl UMIiepaTopa. JTO Tak. .. OCBEKAeT.

— 4 "e nep3kas. S npocto He 3Hat npaBwil. CKOPO Bblydy — CTaHy CKY4YHOM.

— He oGonbmaiitech, — Cecuiust omycTuiiach B Kpecio 6e3 mpuramenust. Jlvcca 3amepina ¢
KaMeHHBIM Ju1ioM. — Mmniepatop moout ckyuHsix. [Ipenckasyembix. Tex, KOro He JKaJlko MOTEPSATh.

S npuiypunace.

— Bu1 npunumm npenynpeauts? Wnum 3anyrats?

— Hu To, HU Apyroe, — oHa B3sj1a ¢ moaHoca s16;10K0. KpacHoe, HammBHOe. OTKycuina —
XPYCT pa3HEccs 10 KOMHATe, KaK BhICTpesl. — $ MpuIlIa IOCMOTPETh Ha TY, KTO 3alMET MOE MECTO.

— Barie mecro?

— Tpu roga s 6bi1a (PaBOPUTKOIM UMITEpATOpa, — OHA XkKeBaJla He CIella, COK CTeKaJl Mo MojI-
6oponky. — Henuna noxe. [JaBana coersl. TaHneBana Ha Oanax. A Tenepb oH skeHUTCsl. Ha Bac.
WNnu Ha onHOM u3 Bac. MHe Hy’KHO 3HaTh, C KEM UMETh JIEJIO.

— 4 He coOupalock 3aHUMATh YyKOe MECTO, — cKazasia si. — $1 BOooOI1ie He MPOCHIach B 3TOT
mup. U ecnm Ob1 MorIIa, yiia Obl B 3akat. be3 ummeparopa, 6e3 KopoHbl, 0e3 (paBOpPUTOK.

Omna paccMmesinach. 3BOHKO, KaK KOJOKOJIBYMK B pyKe y CMepTHU. [J1a3a octanuch JieJssHbIMU.

— Hausnocts. Bbi yxe 3nech. Cenpmas HeBecTa. [laxe eciy TpOH MUHYET BaC — Bbl OCTaHe-
Tech BO ABoplie. [lo nocnenHero B3aoxa.

— W o nobera.

— TloGer veBo3moxken, — Cecumust otkycuna eneé. — Illecras nmpodoana. Hanum depes
Mmecsil. B nomsemense. [Turanack kpeicamu. Coruia ¢ yma.
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BHyTpr MeHs uto-TO 000pBasioch. 1 BCMOMHMIIA 3arax TOro MOI3eMesibsi — IbUIb, BEKOBasI
CBIPOCTb, CIIAJKOBaThIN JagaH. [IpenacraBuia, kak Opoxy Tam Oe3 cBeTa, Oe3 HaJeK/Ibl, CIIBIITY COO-
CTBEHHBIH LIENOT, KOTOPbI CXOAUT Ha HET.

— 3ayeM Bbl MHE 3TO ToBOpUTE?

— YToOBI BB HE TN ceOs1 MJUTIO3USIMU, — OHa OpOCHIa OrphI30K Ha Omiofio. Tot ynapuiics
o dapdop ¢ rryxum ctykoMm. — Mimmeparop He ToOUT NonagaHoK. Bel y1s1 HEro — 00s3aHHOCTb.
Puryan. Crioco6 oOmanyTh npoksisitue. Hu Gosbilie, HI MeHbIIIe.

— A BboI? — criipocuiia 5. — s Hero Bel — KT0? Urpymika?

Ona He oouaenach. TOMBKO YCMEXHYNACh — IOPBKO, MO-HACTOSIILIEMY.

— Vno6nas urpymika. Ta, 4to He ymupaeT mocje cBaabObl. Ta, 4TO POOUT HACIETHHKA, eCITU
HEBeCTa OKaxeTcs MmycTo. Ta, 4To Bceraa psiioM — HO HUKOT/IA Ha TPOHE.

— U Bac st0 ycrpauBaet?

— MeHs ycTpauBaer, 4To sl )KuBa, — CKa3aja oHa. — B oTmyme oT Bammx npemecTBeHHHII.

MBbI cMoTpenu Apyr Ha fpyra. B e€ ra3zax He Obi10 HeHaBucTy. He Ob1s10 3710081, TosbKO X001~
HOe, TIpenapupyioiiee JIoOonbITcTBO. Kak y KoIIku, KoTopast 3aCThljia epeji HOPKOU 1 peraeT: Opo-
CUTBCS Cpa3y WM MOUTPaTh.

— Yero BB X0TUTE? — CHOpOCHIIA 51 IPSIMO. Y MEHsI He OCTaJIOCh CHJI Ha TaHIIbL.

— Ilonsarse, k1o Bbl, — orBeTUNa Cecmusa. — KeprBa? Urpok? [lemka? Wnu ToT penkuii
3BEpb, UTO NMEPEKUBET BCeX ?

— A BbI MO/ OBl TOMOYb MHE BBIKUTD?

— Morna Ob1, — OHa MOIHsIACK, pactipaBuB 0O0kK. — Ho He Oyay. [Toromy 4TO eciii BBIKH-
BeTe BBl — yMpY 5. Y UMIiepatopa HeT MecTta Jyisi JBouX. M oH Bcerya BbIOMpaeT TOIbKO OfIHY.

Ona HanpaBWiIach K JABEpHU, CTymas OeclIyMHO, Kak mpuBuieHue. Ha mopore oGepHynaach.
B3risin ckosb3HY IO MHE — OT JKeMUYKHH B BOJIOCaX 0 cepeOpsIHOM BBHIIIMBKY HA TOJOJIE.

— Vnaum, cenpmasi. Ona Bam noHagooutcs. Y 3anomMHuTe: ecim ynaaére — s He oJjaM pyKH.
4 cnenaro BUA, 4TO HE 3aMETUJIA.

JBepb 3aKkpbliack. TUIIMHA CTajla IUIOTHOM, KaK BOJA.

Jlucca BBIIOXHYJIA — JOJTO, CO CBUCTOM.

— Jlenu... oHa crpamHas.

— Her, — ckazana s1. — Ona 4decTHas1. DTO CTpaliHee.

S mopona Kk okHy. JIBe JIyHBI ke pacTBOPWIIMCH B yTPEHHEN MyTH. 3a CTeHaMH JBOpIIA MPO-
CBHITIAJICSI TOPOJ] — JIBIM M3 TPYO, KPUKH TOPrOBIIEB, ANEKUI 3BOH KOJIOKOJIOB. JKM3Hb, KOTOpas TeKJIa
MHUMO, He 3aMeyast MeHs.

«Mmmepatop He MoOUT NonagaHoK. Bl 4711 HEero — 00sI3aHHOCTb».

Ona ckazana npasay. [ 3to 3Hana. Ho ciplmaTh U3 4ykHX YCT ObLJIO BCE PaBHO YTO TJIOTATh
OCKOJIKH.

— Jlucca, — cnpocuna s1, He odopaunBasick. — [loueMy oH He xeHuscs Ha Her? Tpu roma
daBoputka. YnooHas. JKupyuasi.

— OHa He MoAXOAUT Mo KpoBH, Jieau. [IpokisaTue Tpedyer dyxaoi Maruy. Hammm KeHImHbI
CJIVILIIKOM TIOXOKH Ha MUMIIepaTopa — PHUTYall He cpadoTaeT.

— 3HauuT, OHa HUKOrJa He csaneT Ha TpoH. Ho octaércs psigom. U eid 3Toro 10BOJIBHO.

— Omna ymHas, seau. OHa He pUCKYeT.

— A 51— nypa, pa3 puckyo?

Jlucca npomoryana. E€ MomuaHue ObIIO TpoMYe JIIOOBIX CJIOB.

Sl BepHynach B Kpecso, Monpasmia 100KU. KeMuyr X0JI0IHO KOCHYJICS IIIeH.

— 3HauuT, y MeHs ecTb Bpar. Mim He Bpar — mnoka He noiimy. Ho momoru ot Heé He Oyner.

— Jlenu Cecmtusi TOMOTaeT TOJBKO cede.

— Kak u Bce B 3TOM ABOpIIE, — B3/10XHYNa 5. — Kak u s1. [Totomy uto ecim 51 He mo3abouych
0 ce0e — HHKTO He M03a00THUTCS.
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Jlucca nogonia U THXO, MOYTH MIENOTOM, CKa3aa:

— $1 mo3abouyck 0 Bac, Jeau.

S mocmotpena Ha He€. Ha Gneqnoe nmio. Ha Tenum mox miazamu. Ha pyku, KOTopble g He
NepecTaiy APOXKaTh MOCIE MOA3EMEbS.

— Tbl — uckmoueHne, — s yablOHyaach. — Thl — MOW TaiHBIN KO3BIPb.

— Kakoii?

— Tbl BepuIllb B MeHsI. A 3TO CTOUT AOPOXKE JIIOOOTro KUHKaa.

A Berana. PacripaBuiia ruieun. B rpyau em€ kui1 crpax, HO Tenepb K HeMy IPUMEIIMBAJIOCh
Apyroe — ymnpsiMoe, Kojouee, KUByJee.

— Taxk, JIucca. Cerogns 6an. MHe Hy’KHO TUIaThe, B KOTOPOM sI He 3310XHYyCbh. Ty, B KOTO-
PBIX 51 HE CBEpHY Ieio. M xkenatebHO — Karuis Maruy, YToObl HACTYIIAaTh MMIIEpaToOpy Ha HOTH Kak
MOKHO pexe.

— 41 ge mar, negu.

— A xto Mmar? IlpunBopHsiii? MoxkeT, OH JacT MHE YPOK TaHLIEB?

— Cmpory, — Jlucca ynpiOHy/Iach — BIIEpBbIE 32 STOT JUTMHHBINA, BHIMOTaHHBIN JeHb. — Ho
He oleran.

Sl mocMmoTpena Ha ABepb, 32 KOTOPO# cKpbuiach Jeau Cecuusl.

«¥Ynaun, cegpMas».

Cnacu6o0. 4 Bo3bMy 3Ty yaauy.

A moToM cJienalo Tak, 4To OHa MHE He MOHaJOOUTCS.

[otomy uto ymaua — yaen crnadbix. A st He cobupaioch ObiTh cradoii. He 31ecs. He B aTom
tesie. He B aToM mupe.

Bonpoc om agmopa 0asi kommenmapues:

? Jlenu Cecuust — paBOpUTKA UMITEpaTOpa, YECTHO CKasajia, 4To He OyleT momMorarh Jiu-
ane. Kak mymaere, oHa Bpar uiM mpocto HaOmonarens? W moyeMy oHa mpenynpeannia, 9to nooer
HeBO3MOKeH? YTo OoHa 3HAeT Takoro, 0 YéM MojJar apyrue?

## [Tummre B KOMMEHTapusix !
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Buzyaua riiasbl 7

daBopuTKa MMIIEpaTopa B MOKOSAX DJIMaHbI
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I'nmaBa 8. baa

BanpHbI 321 ObIIAaT OTHEM.

CoTrHM cBeyell B 30JI0THIX KaHeAA0pax OTpaxkaauch B YEPHOM MPaMOPHOM MOy — M Ka3a-
JIOCh, YTO 3BE3[IBI CITyCTHJIMCh C HeOec, YTOObl TaHIEBaTh y Hac Ioj Horamu. Bo3smyx gpoxkarn ot
MY3bIKM: CKPHUIIKH IIJIAKAJIM, BUOJIOHYENH Ty, (pIEUTHl BBIBOAWIM TPEIH, OT KOTOPBIX MO KOXE
Oexany Mypallky. 3anaxy AyX0B, FOpsSYero BOCKa 1 I0pOroro BUHa CMEIIMBAJIMCh B MPSIHBIN, Typ-
MAaHAIIUNA KOKTEWID.

Sl Bonwia noa 3BykM aHgpap.

Bupio30BbIii IETK CTPYWIICSA BOKPYT MeHs, Kak Mopckasi Boja. CepeOpsiHasi BHIILIMBKA BCIIbIXU-
BaJla IIpY KaxJJoM 1uare. 7Kemuyr B BOJIOCcax XOJOIMI BUCKH. S UyBCTBOBaJIa Ha ceOe COTHU B3IVIA/I0B
— OHM BIMBAJIMCh B CIIMHY, CKOJIBb3WJIX 110 JIALLY, OLIYTbIBAIM Mi1aThe. Kaxaplid B3r1s] OblIT MaJIeHb-
KMM KUHKAJIOM.

«CenpMasi», — HIENTAUCh 32 CIUHON. — «Ta, KoTopyio oTpaBuUi. Bockpecna u3 MEPTBBIX».

«[IpokuATas», — HECI0Ch U3 IPYroro yria.

4l BBIpsIMUIIA CIMHY M TOAHsIa ogOoponok Beiie. [lycts cmorpar. Ilycts cymaudar. §1 He
CJIOMAIOCh.

Barmaapl ckpecTWIMCh Ha MHE, KaK KJIMHKU.

7KeneBbeBa c:xumasa OOKal ¢ BAHOM Tak, 4To nooenenu KocTamku. E€ ra3a meranu xonon-
Hy1o craiib. Jlenn Cecunms — ¢paBopUTKa UMIiepaTopa — HaOmoaia u3-3a seepa. E€ nuiio ocraBa-
JIoch OECCTPACTHBIM, HO 51 3aMeTHIIa, KaK HanpsAruch e€ rieur. ['epuor TOpHBY[ CTOSIT y KOJOHHB,
CKpecTHB pykH Ha rpyad. OH yJbIOancsi — TOW caMOl YJBIOKOM, OT KOTOPOH y MeHsI BHYTPH BCE
OOPBIBAJIOCH.

Sl oTBena B3MIAL M 3aHATA MECTO Cpey Apyrux npuHuecc. Paaom co MHou crosna Cenecra
— OreHas, Kak MOJIOTHO, HO cTapaloascs Jepxarbes npsamo. OHa yKpaJKo# cxkaja MOIO J1aI0Hb.
E€ masplipl ObUIH JIEOSHBIMU.

— JlepXuch, — IpoIIenTasa OHa.

— JlepXych, — OTBETHJIA £1.

Mys3blka CMEHMJIACH. 3aurpaJl BaJbC.

IlepBoii B nieHTp BbilLIa KeHeBbeBa. E€ mapTHEpOM OKazalicss MOJIOAOM repror u3 Bepaonun
— BBICOKHH, C ITyCTBIM KpacuBbIM JMIIOM. OHa JBUranach IUIABHO, KaK XMIIHUIIA, KaKIbIM 11ar OTTO-
YEH, KaX/Ibli IOBOPOT I'OJIOBBI — Kak yzap xJipicta. OHa 3Haja, 4To Ha HEE CMOTPAT, U Kylajach B
3TOM BHAMaHMU.

— OHa pokzeHa U1 TpOHA, — IPOLLEJIECTENO B TOJIIE.

— MmMniepaTtop He CMOXET yCTOATD.

JKeneBbeBa noiimasia Mot B3r/sia1. E€ ryObr n3ornymuich B yemenike. «CMOTPH U yUHCh, TIOTIA-
JAHKa», — YUTAJIOCh B HEU.

A emorpena. Ho He yuniiace.

Crenyromeii TaHueBasa npuHiecca Irnuc B orHeHHO-KpacHOM. E€ Basibc ObUT IMKUM, TIOUTH
HenprwndHbIM. OHa KPYKUJIAch Tak OBICTPO, YTO I00KH B3JIETAJIH, OTKPBIBAs IMKOIOTKH. MYKUMHBI
3aaruiofupoBaiau. JKeHIuHbl 3ammnenu. rauc Obi10 BcE paBHO — OHa cMeslach, 3alIPOKMHYB
rOJIOBY, ¥l KPYKHWJIACh, KPYKHJIACh, CJIOBHO XOTEJIA B3JIETETh.

BpyHxunbaa Beiuia ¢ MmeuyoM Ha nosice. E€ napTHEP — MOJIOAOM JIOPI, — TO U JIEJIO0 KOCWIICSA
Ha Jie3Bue, 00sACh, YTO OHA CIy4aiHO 3ajieHeT ero. bpyHxuibaa ycmexanachk, HO OpykHe He CHslIa.
E€ taner1 Ob1 rpyOOBaThIM, CUJIbHBIM, KaK OHA cama.

[MpuHiecca AkBapuu IUIbUIA, Kak Bofga. E€ MBrKeHMs ObUTM TUIABHBIMU JI0 HEBO3MOKHOCTH
— Kas3aJIoCh, OHA HE KacaeTcs 1oJa, a napuT Haja HuM. [IpuHnecca Kpucranmum ensa 3aMeTHO Moka-
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YMBaJIach, OJieHAS U XPYITKasi, KaK CHe)XMHKA Ha JTajoHu. E€ mapTHEp mopmep:kuBai e€ 3a Tajuio,
005ICh, UTO OHA YHAJET.

Cenecra TaHIeBasa C MOKWIBIM rpad)oM, KOTOPBIN MMOYTH HE CMOTpes Ha He€. OHa TO U JeJ1o
MIOIJISIIBIBAJIA B MOIO CTOPOHY, OY/ITO MCKaJIa MOAJIePKKU. § moiiMasia e€ B3rIsiL 1 000ApSIIoIIe YIbIO-
HyJack. OHa cnao ynelOHYJIach B OTBET, HO B €€ IJla3axX 3aCThUI CTPaX — TaKOW ke, KaK y MeHs
BHYTpHU.

Hakowner o0bsiBUIM MOIO OYepeb.

[TapTHEP — MOMIONOM JIOP/ C MYCTHIMU IJIA3aMU — BCIO JIOPOTY CMOTPEN Ha MOE JEKOJIbTE.
Ero pyku Opumn BraskaeiMu. OH BET MeHsI CKy4HO, MEXaHMYECKH, Kak 3aBOJIHYIO Kykiy. $1 cunrana
CEeKyHJIbl 10 KoHIIa. Pa3, nBa, Tpu. lecaTs, n1Baauarh, TpUaLATh.

N TyT My3bIKa CMOJKIIA.

A TOoTOM 3aurpajia CHoBa — MeJIJIeHHbII Bajibc. CaMblil MeJJIEHHBIN 32 BECh Beuep.

MNmneparop comén ¢ TpoHa.

$1 mouyBCcTBOBasa 3TO paHblle, yeM yBujena. Bosayx cran tsokenee. LEnor crux, kak Oyaro
KTO-TO HAKPbLT 3aJ1 CTEKJISTHHBIM KOJIIAKOM.

OH ObUT B YEpHOM MyHIHUpE 0e3 €TUHOTO YKpAIIeHUs] — TOJIBKO 30JI0ThIe MyTOBHUIIB TYCKJIO
Onecten B cBeTe cBeueil. KopoHa Ha ero rojoBe — jkeJie3Hasi, IUnacTass — Jesajja ero noxoxum
Ha TeHb, KOTOpas oopena mioTh. OH MIEN IPsSMO KO MHE.

Jlionu pacctynanuch repes HUM, Kak Bojia rnepeji HoCOM Kopaois.

— Mos ouepenpb, — ckazasl OH MOEMY KaBajiepy, U TOT UCTIApUJICS, JaKe He MUCKHYB.

Nmrieparop B3s1 MEHs 3a TAJMIO.

Ero pyka 6puta témon. CmmkoM TEmIon. S moyyBcTBOBaia, Kak cepiie MpOIyCcTUIo yaap,
MOTOM 3a0UJIOCH T7Ie-TO B TOpJIE.

Io 3amy mponecnoch u3ymienHoe apixanue. Kto-to axays. Kto-to yponusn 6okan.

Wmnepatop He TaHIleBal ¢ HEBECTAMU Ha NepBOM Oaly yxke MHoro jiet. HuKTo He momMHMI
TaKoro.

skkosk

— He 6oiics, — cka3zaii oH, KOTrga Mbl HAYQJIU KPYKUTHCA.

Ero ronoc 6b11 HU3KKM, MOYTH MENOTOM Y CAMOTO MOETO yXa.

— 4 He 6010ch, — OTBETHJIA $1, CTAPaAsICh, YTOOBI rOJIOC HE Apox)ayi. — [IpocTo TaHIEBaTh C
MMIIEpPATOPOM BOJIHUTENBHO.

— JDxkenn.

— HemHoro.

Mpe1 kpyxusmch. Jlionu paccTynanuch, 00pasys Kpyr. B3risapl — 3aBUCTIMBBIE, TIOOOIBITHBIE,
3JIble — BIIMBAJIUCh B MEHS €O Bcex cTopoH. Ho 51 He cmoTtpena Ha Hux. Tonbko Ha Hero. Ha ero rasa,
B KOTOPBIX OTpaxajuch cBeur. Ha nmHuIo ero ckyi, ocTpylo, Kak Jje3sue. Ha mpam, nepecexkatonmii
JIeBy10 OpPOBb.

— Tsl cerogns mpekpacHa, — cKazajl OH. — ITO IJIaThe. . . IO LIBET TBOMX IJ1a3.

— KommumeHnt ot umniepatopa? § nosslieHa.

— 9TO HE KOMIUIMMEHT. DTO (PaKT.

— A BBI CEroiHs B XOpPOLIEM HACTPOEHUH.

— baut Bcerna noqHMMaeT MHE HACTPOEHUE.

— Jlaxe Korja Ha Bac CMOTPSAT COTHU IJ1a3?

— Ocob6eHHO Koria CMOTPSIT COTHH TJ1a3.

OH KpyX1JI MEHsI TaK JIETKO, Oy/ITO sl HUYEro He Becuia. 1 4yBCTBOBasIa €ro JbIXaHue Ha CBOEH
HIEKE — TEIUIOE, C OTTEHKOM JAbIMa U KOkU. U e1€ 4To-T10 JpeBHee, Kak caMa HOYb, KaK 3TOT JIBOpELl,
Kak MPOKJISITHE, KOTOPOE BUCEJIO Ha/l HUM BEKaMH.

— Bamma ¢aBopuTKa npuxoansa KO MHE CErojiHs, — cKaszaa fl.

On Hanpsres. Beero Ha cekyH/1y — HO 51 IOYyBCTBOBaJIa 3TO IO €ro NaJibliaM Ha MOEM TaJIUu.
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— Cecunus?

— Owma. [penymnpesxaana, 9ToObI 1 He TPUOTMIKAIACH K BaM.

— W 4ro TH! OTBETHIIA?

— Ckazana, 4To 51 He IpUOIMKAIOCh. DTO Bbl MEHS IPUIIIACHIIN TAHIIEBATb.

OH ycMexHyIcsl — KOPOTKO, IOYTH 3J10.

— Omna peBHYeT. ITO MPOUJIET.

— A BbI? Bbl peBHyerte?

OH He otBeTII. TOJNBKO CKaJl MOIO TAJIMIO UyTh CUJIBHEE — TaK, YTO 51 [IOUYBCTBOBAJIA KAk IbII
ero rnajetl.

— Tw1 3HACIIB, TOYEMY S IPUTIACHIT TeOs1? — CIPOCKJT OH HETPOMKO, CKJIOHUBILIHCH K CAMOMY
MOEMY YXY.

— [loromy uTO 51 Xy)e Bcex TaHIlylo?

— INoTomy 4YTO THI €TMHCTBEHHAS, KTO HE MBITAETCSI MHE MOHPABUTHCS. OCTaIbHbIE YIIBIOAIOTCH,
JILCTAT, CTPOAT U3 ceOs UMIEPATPUIL. A THI. .. THI IPOCTO TAHITyEIlIb.

— 41 npocTO XOUy BBIKUTE.

— DTO0 ¥ ecTh TBOSI CHJIAa, — OH MOCMOTpPEJ MHE MPsIMO B I71a3a, U s YTOHYJIA B UX ITyOUHE.
— He notepsii e€.

MBI KpyKWIUCh €1lIE HECKOJIBKO MUHYT. MHe Ka3aJloch, YTO Bech 3a1 ucye3. OcTamch TOJIBKO
MBI JIBOE, My3bIKa U 3TOT CTPAHHbI, TyTalOIXI, IPUTATATEIbHBII MY KUMHA, KOTOPBIN AepXkal MeHs
TaK, Oy/ATO 51 ObUIA €AMHCTBEHHOW PEaJIbHOW BEIbIO B €r0 JKU3HM.

Bansc 3akoHumIICA.

Mpi ocranoBuch. OH BCE emé aepxkai MeHs 3a Taiuio. 1 BcE eme cMoTpesna B ero riasa.

— Brnaropapio 3a TaHell, — cka3ajl OH O(pUIIMATBHO U OTOIIE.

XO0Joz TYT ke MPOHUK TY/A, T/Ie TOJBKO YTO OBLJIO €ro Terio.

A BeigoxHyna. Cepaue KOJIOTHIIOCh Iie-To B ropie. Horu npoxanu — HO He OT yCTaloCTH.

keksk

IToka MBI KpYKUJIHUCB, S1 KPaeM IJ1a3a ycriesna 3aMeTUTh, YTO TBOPUJIOCh BOKPYT.

JKeHeBbeBa OTBEPHY/IACH U YTO-TO ITpomnesna npuHuecce Mrauc. E€ o crano neneasHo-
cepbIM. [lanbipl BIUIKMCh B IOJOI TUIATHS TaK, YTO TKaHb 3aTperiaja.

— Oma 4to, 0coOeHHasi? — JIOHECIIOCh 10 MEHsI CKBO3b MY3bIKY.

— Iloxoxe Ha TO, — oTBeTWIa VIrHuc, He cBoas ¢ Hac mia3. — ViMrepaTop HMKOI/a Tak He
CMOTpeJT Ha TeOsl.

— 3aT0 oH OyzIeT CMOTpETh Ha MEHs B ITOCTENU, — OrphI3HYJIach JKeHeBbeBa.

— Korna 310 6yner? Ceiiyac OH CMOTPHT TOJIBKO Ha HEE.

JKeHeBbeBa pe3Ko pa3BepHYJIach M OToILIa. E€ reun ObUTH HanpsKeHB, KaK CTPYHBI.

Jlenu Cecunus 3amepiia ¢ BeepoM B pyke. E€ nuiio He Bbipakaao pOBHBIM CUETOM HUYETO —
HO $1 3aMeTHJIa, KaK MmoOesien KOCTAIKY e€ nasiblieB. OHa cCMOTpesia Ha UMIlepaTtopa M Ha MeHsI Tak,
Oy/TO BUjIEIA TIPUTOBOP.

— OH HuKor/1a He TaHIIEBaJ C HEBECTAMU B MEPBYIO HEAEIIO, — IPOLLIENTala OHA CBOEH CITyT-
Hulle. — JTa JeByllKa onacHa. He s MeHst — 11714 Hero.

— UYro BHI UMeeTe B BULy? — CIIpOCHIIa Ta.

— OH cIUIIKOM OJIM3KO K Hel. A Te, KOro OH MPHOJIMKAET, YMUPAIOT.

Cecuius cripsiTajlach 3a BEEpPOM, HO €€ IJ1a3a ropev — XOJIOIHBIM, JIMXOPAJOYHbIM OTHEM.

BpyHxuibaa cMoTpena Ha MeHsi ¢ ofoopenueM. OHa KMBHYJIa — KOPOTKO, TI0-BOEHHOMY, OYTO
ropopwia: «/lepxuce, congar».

Cernecra 3amepra, 3a0bIB O CBOEM MapTHEpe. B e€ mmazax cMemanuch Hajexkaa U CTpax.
Hanexna Ha 10, 4TO y MeHs €CTb IIaHC BbIKUTh. CTpax — YTO 3TOT LIAHC CTPEMUTEIBHO YMEHbIIa-
ercsl.
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I'eprior TopaBy He cBoAMI ¢ Hac 1a3. Ero yibiOKa crajna mupe, HO B I71a3ax 3acTbl1 aéa. OH
CMOTpeJ Ha MeHs Tak, OyATO BUJIENT HACKBO3b — KaXK/IyI0 KOCTOUKY, KaX/yI0 MbICIIb.

— NurepecHo, — npomentan oH. — O4eHb UHTEPECHO.

keksk

Sl oTonuia B CTOPOHY, MBITAsICh NepeBecTy AbixaHue. Ko MHe TyT ke noackounsa Cenecra.

— Tl B IOpsijiKe? — CIIpOCHIIa OHA, XBaTask MeHs 3a pyKy. E€ manoHs Oblia XOIOMHOM U BIaXk-
HOW.

— Jla. A Tel IOUYeMy Takas OnegHas?

— ¢1 6ostnack 3a Teds. Korma oH nmpuriacun tebst, y MeHs cepiiie OCTAHOBHUJIOCH.

— OH npocTo TaHIeBaJl.

— OH TaK He TaHIEBaJ HU ¢ ogHON 13 Hac, — CeJecra rokayaja rojaoBoil. — Tbl 0coOeHHasd
JU1s1 Hero. beperuce.

— Yero?

— Ero Baumanus. KeHeBbeBa yxke HeHaBUAMT TeOst. Cecrus Toxke. A Teplor... s BUaena,
Kak oH cMoTpest. OH 4To-TO 3agymall.

— 4 3Har0.

— To1 3Haemb, oH youn Jlwmmany?

— Ilono3pearo.

— He nopospesaii, — Cerecta onisiHyJIach ¥ IOHU3MWIIA TOJIOC JI0 MIENnoTa. — Most MaTh OblTa
(ppeiinHoOi. OHa roBopuiia, 4To repuor npuxoqui K Jluivane B Houb €€ ucue3HoBeHus. U1 nocne
9TOr0 €€ HUKTO HE BUJEIL.

— [louemy umneparop Hu4ero He cuesnan?

— IloTomy 4TO HET JOKA3aTeNbCTB. A IepLOT CJIUIIKOM CUJIEH. Y HEro cBOsl apMusl, CBOM ILITH-
oHbl. ViMmiepaTop He MOXET TPOHYTb ero Oe3 BOWHBI.

A cxana kynak. Hortu Bnusmce B JIaIOHb.

— 3Ha4YMT, MHE HY’)KHO HalTH J10Ka3aTeJIbCTBA.

— Wnm nve uckath, — Ceriecta UCITyraHHO MOCMOTpesa Ha MeHsl. — Thbl MOKeIIb TOTHOHYTb.

— 41 ¥ Tak MOTY MOTMOHYTh. A TaK — XOTsI ObI C MOJTB30M.

Psinom Beipocina Jlncca — OnenHast, 3anbIXaBIIasics, HO JeprKaBIIasiCs TPSIMO.

— Jlenn, BaM HYKHO B JaMCKyI0 KOMHAty. [lorpaButs npuyéecky.

— 3auem? — s MalIMHAJIBHO KOCHYJIACh KEMUYKHH.

— [locrne TaHIa ¢ UMIIEpaTOPOM BCE JIEAU MONPABIIAIOT NPUYECKU. Tpaaunus.

S kuBHYNMa. MHe Hy)HO ObLIIO TOOBITH OfHOW. HyXHO OBLTO cOOpaTh MBIC/IN, KOTOPBIe pa3ode-
rajiich, Kak MeperyraHHble MbIIIH.

— Wném, — ckazana s Jlucce. — Ho Thl OCTaHenIbCsA B KOPUAOPE.

keksk

Ha nectnutie 661710 mycto. ToNbKO TeHH IUIsCaIi Ha CTeHaX OT (paKkeIoB — TO BBHITATUBAIUCH, TO
CKUMAJTUCh, KaK ;kuBble. S mogHsIach HaBepx. JlaMckas KoOMHaTa naxJia po3aMu — I'yCTO, IPUTOPHO,
JI0 TOIIHOTHI. I mogonuia K 3epkaiy.

Ha meHst cmoTpena dyxas keHIuHa. bienHas, rma3a ropsr, ryObl CKaThl B TOHKYIO JIMHHIO.
7Kemuyr B Bojiocax Mepliaj, Kak Karuii KpOBH.

— TbI cipaBUIIbCS, — CKa3aJia s CBOEMY OTpaxkeHHI0. — Thl yKe CIpaBUIIACh C XyILIUM.

JIBepb OTKpbLIach O€3 CTyKa.

51 obepuynacek. Ha mopore crosut repiior TopHBY/I.

— Ilporry npoieHus, — cKasaj OH € JIETKOH yIbIOKOH. — I He 3Hau, 4To Jieau 371ech. 51 uiry
umneparopa. Bol He Bujenu ero?

— OH BHU3Y, — OTBETUJIA I, CTAPAsICh, YTOOBI FOJIOC HE POKAIL.

— buaronapio.
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On ne yxoaui. CTosil, MPUCTIOHUBIINCH K IBEPHOMY KOCSIKY, U pasryIsgbIBaJl MeHsI Tak, OyaTO
s1 OblJTa KAPTUHOM B TaJsiepee.

— BoI ipekpacHo TaHmeBam, npuHIiecca. Mimmeparop OblT 04apoBaH.

— 4 npocTto ucnosHsIa CBOM JI0T.

— JHonr? — oH ycMexHysics. — BBl Tak e roBOprIv O JoJIre, Koraa UCKaiu THEeBHUK JIwiu-
aHbl B MIo/13eMelTbe?

BuyTpu Mens Bcé obopBaiock. A 3amepra, ctapasch He BHIATh CTpaxa.

— 41 He 3Ha10, O UEM BHI.

— KoneuHo, He 3HaeTe. — OH cresnai miar Brepéa. Pakes 3a ero CHMHON METHYJI TEHb Ha CTEHY
— OrpOMHYI0, UyI0BUIIIHYI0. — HO s 3Ha10, 4TO BbI HANUIM AHEBHUK. M 3HaI0, UTO BbI €10 YUTAJIH.

— Ecmu BB X0THTE 326path ero, To omo3aanu. OH B HAJEKHOM MecTe.

— 4 He xouy ero 3a6uparb. — Ero rojoc cranx msrde, nmo4ytu JacKoBeIM. — $1 Xo4y, 4TOOBI
BbI €TI0 COXIJIN.

— 3auem?

— Tlotomy uTo OH omaceH. He mis meHst — jyist Bac. Yem Oosibliie BB 3HaeTe, TeM ObicTpee
yMpETE.

— D10 yrpoza?

— ITO COBET, — OH TOKJIOHWICSI — W3/IeBATE/IbCKU, KaK aKTEP Ha clieHe. — XOpOIlero
Beyepa, pUHLECCa.

OH BBIIIIEJT TaK ke OeCITyMHO, KaK ¥ BOIIIE.

S BBIIOXHYJIA — M TOJILKO TOTAA MOHSUIA, YTO BCE 3TO BpeMsl He Aplaia. JIErkue ropenu.

Jlucca Bnerena B KOMHary, e/iBa He COMB MEHS C HOT.

— Jlequ! On 3HaeT? OH Bc€ 3HaeT?

— Ja, — g cxBarwia e€ 3a pyKy. — Ham HyxHO yxoauts. Beictpo.

Mp1 BoiGexamu B kopugop. Cryctuauch BHU3. Basl mponomkancss — My3blka urpasia, JIoau
TAHIIEBAJIM, HUKTO HE 3aMETHJI MOel OJIe/IHOCTH, HUKTO HE CITPOCUJI, YTO CITYIHUIIOCH.

S Hania umnieparopa. OH pa3roBapvBajl ¢ MarucTpom ACTopoM, HO, YBU/IEB MEHs1, ITpepBaJIcsl.

— 4 ycrana, — ckazana 1. — MoxHO 51 yiay?

OH nocMoTpeIt Ha MeHsI I0JITMM B3IJISIIOM. B ero riazax MenbKHYJIO YTO-TO — OeCIOKOUCTBO?
M0/103peHre? — HO OH KUBHYJI.

— Wau. 3aBTpa noroBopum.

1 BbIIIITA M3 3aa. B kopuiope ObLIO IMyCTO — TOJIBKO MOM IIIArd 9XOM Pa3HOCHIIUCH 10 KaMEH-
HBIM CBOJIaM, KaK yJapsl cepaia.

Cerecra orHana MeHs1 y moBopota. OHa 3arbixaiach, BOJIOCH BHIOMIIUCH U3 TTPUUYECKH.

— Dnuana, mogoxau!

— Yro ciyuunnocs?

— I'eprior... o cipammBain MeHs o Tede. [ae Tol Obl1a HOUBIO. S cKazasia, YTo He 3HAIO.

— Cmacwu6o.

— Byap octoposkHa, — OHa cxBaTWia MeHs 32 1yiedyd. — OH He TOT, KeM KaKeTcsl.

51 ob6Hsma e€. Kpernko, mo-HactosmeMy. Ceecta maxJia CTpaxoM U BaHWIBIO.

— 41 3Ha10, — npoliuenrania s e B yxo. — ¢ 3Haro.

$1 monuia B cBOM MOKOM. 3a CIIMHOM CKPUITHYJIA TIoyToBHIIa. 1 06epHyI1ach — HUKOTO.

Ho s gyyBcTBOBaNIa Ha ceOe Yei-TO B3IJIsA. XOJMOJHBINA, TSKETBIA, KaK MOTHIIbHAS TIJTUTA.

JIyHBI 32 OKHOM CMOTpEJIM Ha MEHS KENTHIMU IJIa3aMU.

Sl 3akpbuIa ABEphb. 3aBUHYJIA 32COB.

U tonbko Torna nmo3ponmia cede 3ariakarh.

Bonpoc om aemopa ons kommenmapues:
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? I'epuor mpeanoxmi JuaHe cxkedb THEBHUK. Kak 1ymaere, OoH OOHMTCS, YTO MpaBa BHIAAET
HapyXKy, WIN AEUCTBUTEJIBHO IbITAETCS €€ 3alUTUTh? Y mouemy numneparop He 3ameyaer, 4To TBO-
PUTCS Y HETO MO HOCOM?

## [Tummre B KOMMEHTapusix !
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Bu3syaua riiaBbl 8

Mmnepatop 1 DamaHa KpykaTtcs B IEPBOM TaHLE
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I'naa 9. IlepBas kpoBb

Kpuk pa3zopBail HOUb Ha KyCKH.

$1 BckounIIa paHblile, 4eM OTK pblia I1a3a. Cepiie KoIOTHUIOCh IIe-TO B ropiie, pyKU CyJOPOKHO
BIENWINCh B Kpail ofiesyia. TOT BOILIb ObUI HE U3 CHA — HACTOSILINM, KEHCKHM, MOJHBINA TaKOTO
’KMBOTHOTO y’Kaca, 4TO BO3yX B KOMHaTe cTai JieJsHbIM. OH IIPOHUK CKBO3b KAMEHHBIE CTEHBI, ITPO-
OWJ1 TSKENBIE IBEPU U 3aCThUI IOJ MOTOJIKOM, KaK MPU3PaK.

JIBepb pacnaxHynack. Jlucca Bierena B CliajIbHIO, Ha X0y 3acTéruBas miarbe. E€ nuio Oputo
OeJiee MPOCTBIHM, MaJIbLbl APOXKAIN TaK CUJIbHO, YTO OHA HE TOMNajaja B MyTOBULIBL.

— Bare BeicouecTBo. .. npuHLecca Kpucrammu. .. — rosoc ciayKaHKH CIOMAJICS.

— T'oBopu.

— E€ namnmm méptaoil. B cBoeil moctenu. ['oBopsT, oHa faxe He pazaenach nocie Oaa.
— Kak?

— OrtpaBwm. {1 B BuHe. OHa BBINIIIA €T0 €ILE BUEPA, a YMEPIA TOJIBKO MO yTpo. JIekuT B
OaJIbHOM IUIAThE. .. Oesas, Kak IMOJIOTHO.

A cOpocuna onesuno. Horu Hamynanu xonoassiii noi. Ilepoe 1iatbe, nomnasiiieecs mof pyKy
— TéMHOe, cTporoe, 6e3 equHoro ykparieHus. Ceifuac He 710 KEMYYTOB.

— OcrasnbHble TPUHLIECCHI?

— He 3Haro, neu. Bech aBopert ryaut. Bee 6osiTest.

4 3arsanyna nosc. Jlucca noMmoria nonpaBuTh BOPOTHUK. Hatm B3ryis sl BCTPETUIIUCh B 3€p-
KaJjie — JBe Oyie/IHble KEHIUHBI, 1BE Maphl I71a3, MOJHBIX OHOTO U TOro ke Bompoca: «Krto cnemy-
FOIIINM 7>

— Hpém, — ckazana 1.

skskesk

Kopunops! rynenu, kKak NOTpeBOKEHHBIN YIIEH.

Cryru ’anmuch K CTeHaM, NMepetienThIBasCh 3a CIMHAMM CTPaKHUKOB. S 111712 OBICTPO, HE TS
[0 CTOPOHaM, HO YyBCTBOBaJIA, KAK B3IJIsi/Ibl BIMBAIOTCS B ClIMHY. KTO-TO CMOTpEs ¢ COYyBCTBUEM,
KTO-TO CO CTPAaXxOM, KTO-TO — C IUIOXO CKPbIBAEMbIM 3JI0PaJICTBOM. B MX I71a3ax s yMTana OfHO:
«CenpMas OyaeT cieaylomen.

ITokon Kpucranuu ObUH OTKPBITHI HACTEXb. VI3BHYTpU JOHOCUIUCH rojioca — JieKapy, Mard,
COBETHUKM. Bo3/1yx B KOpuAOpe Max TpaBaMHU M YEM-TO CJIAJKOBAaThIM, IPUTOPHBIM. TeM cambIM
SIIOM, KOTOPBI 000pBa U3Hb TOM, KTO €lIE€ BUepa CTosiIa psSAOM CO MHOM Ha Oaiy.

Sl npoTucHYyIach B 1BEPb.

N 3amepna.

Ona sexana Ha KpoBaTu. benoe miatebe, 6esioe o, Oesble PyKH, aKKypaTHO CJIOKEHHbIE Ha
rpynu. [Ipuuécka yxe Havyala pacrnafatbCsl — JIOKOHBI BHIOWJIMCH U3 IIIMUJIEK U PACCHIIATUCH 1O
nofayiike. B 6aibHOM Hapsifie, ¢ OCTaTKaMU BUEpalTHero Makusika, OHa BBIIJIsi/IeNa Tak, OyaTo Mpo-
CTO YCHYJIa B YCTAJIOCTH Tocjie TaHieB. Ho cMHeBa 1oj ria3aMu U HeecTecTBeHHast OJ1eIHOCTD I'y0
BblJaBaM MpaBay. CMepTh HE KPACUT HUKOTO.

Maructp AcCTOp CTOSIT y U3rOJIOBbsI, CKJIOHMBIIKMCH HaJ TeJIOM. PAIoM ¢ HUM — umImieparop.
YEpHbII MYHAMP, KeJIe3Has! KOPOHA, JIULIO, BHICEYEHHOE U3 KAMHS.

— SIn B BUHe, Balle BEIMYECTBO, — T'OBOPWIJI ACTOp, HE MOBbIIIAsA rojoca. — MeajieHHOro
nevicteust. OHa BeInJIa OOKauT eme Ha Oajty, a ymepia TOJbKO Moj YTpo. Bokai HUKTO He MOMEHS LT
— s 0OaBWIIM 3apaHee, BO3MOXKHO, 32 HECKOJIBKO YacoB JI0 TOTO, KaK OHa Cjieiasia IJIOTOK.

— Kro umen poctyn? — roioc umneparopa ObUI TUXUM, MOYTH CHOKOWHBIM. HO B 3TOM
THUIIMHE CIIBIIIAICA METAILI, OT KOTOPOrO XOTEJIOCh OMYCTUTh IJIa3a.

— MHorwue. Cnyru, NpUHIIECCHI, TOCTU. Bokael cTtosii Ha cronax 6e3 nmpucmorpa. OTpaBy
MOIJIM MOJICHITAThH B JTI000M MOMEHT.
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— Haiigure Toro, ko mpubmkaics K e€ mecty. lonmpocute Bcex. Kaxmoro.

— Vke gemaeM, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO.

Nmneparop nonHsi1 ronoBy U 3aMeTHi1 MeHsl. Ero B3misa CKob3HYI 110 JIMILY, 3a1epXkasics Ha
rnazax. OH kecToM Mojo3Bal K cede.

S noponna. OcraHoBUIIach PsIOM C HUM, s Ha Kpucranuio.

— Buguiubs? — OH KMBHYI Ha TeJO, U B €r0 T0JI0CE BIIEPBbIE MPOCTYINUJIA YCTAaIOCTh. — TO
Hauasio. S roBopu Tebe Ha Oauty: mecTh U3 Bac yMpyT. TakoBa 1ieHa TpoHa. Ho s ymoruast o rimaBHOM
— OHHU JOJIKHBI YMEPETb [10CJIe PUTYasia, a He JI0.

— Kakas pazHuna? — cpocusa s, He OTpbiBas B3IJIsiia OT e€ juia. — MeEpTBasi ecTb MEpTBas.

— Bonpliast, — OH MOHU3MII TOJIOC, YTOOBI HUKTO HE CIbIal. — EC HeBeCThl yMUPAIOT 10
putyana, oroop He 3aBepuiaetcs. [Ipecron ocraérest 6e3 HacneqHUIIBL. VIMIiepusi pyXHET B MEXI0-
ycoburie. Yowuiilia 3HaeT 3T0. 3HAYUT, €ro Lejb — He MPOCTO M30ABUTHCS OT TeOs WM OT IPYTrHX.
Ero uenb — yHUUYTOXKUTH CAaMy CUCTEMY.

— W BbI NO3BOMIUTE €My 3TO caesiaTh?

— $I coOuparoch ero OCTaHOBUTb.

— Kaxk? BrI gaxe He 3Haere, KTO 3TO.

— VY3Hawo.

OH oTO1IEN K OKHY, CKPECTUB PyKH Ha rpyau. f ocranack crosts, misaas Ha Kpucranuio. Tuxas,
He3ameTHass. Hukorga Hu ¢ keM He ccopwiack, HUKOMY He nepeuwnia. Ilepeas xeprBa. He camas
CUJIbHAsSI, He camasi iep3Kasi — camast ysi3BuMasi. E€ BbIOpaiu He MoToMy, 4YTo OHa KOMY-TO Melaa.
E€ BpIOpasn motomy, 4To yOUTH €€ Jierdye BCero.

— E€ yOounm He u3-3a Bpax/Ipl, — cKa3aia si, TOBOpauMBasch K ummneparopy. — E€ younm,
YTOOBI 3aITyTaTh OCTAIBHBIX. V1 4TOOBI MOKa3aTh, YTO yOMIAIIa MOKET JOOPAThCS JI0 JIIOOOW.

— 310 cpaboTano, — OH KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY J1Bepu. — IlocMOTpy Ha HUX.

A ornsanHynace.

B nBepsix Tonmuuck npuHIiecchl. JKeHeBbeBa CTOsIA, MPHUCIOHUBIIUCH K KOCSKY, OneiHas,
CkaB TyObl B HUTKY. B e€ rma3zax He ObUIO cTpaxa — ObUIa XOJOJHAs, pacyETINBasi 370CTh. bpyH-
XWJIb/Ia CKUMAJIA PYKOSTh Me4a, FOTOBasi K 0010, €€ 4emocTH OblIi cTUCHYTH. CernecTa efiBa Jiepxka-
JlaCh Ha HOTax, OMUPASCh HA CTEHY — JIMII0O MOKPOE OT CJIE€3, HO OHa Monyana. [IpuHiecca AkBapumn
CMOTpeJia B 1oJ1, puHLiecca VITHUC HEPBHO KPyTHJIa KOJIBLO Ha MaJblIE.

Huxkro He ppiian. Bee 6ostmics. Kaxknas qymaina omHo: «51 cnemyiomash».

41 BbICKOMIBb3HYJIA U3 TIOKOEB U B3si1a Cesnecty 1of JIOkoThb. OHa B3pOrHYJia, HO HE OTCTPaHU-
J1ach.

— ToI yTO-TO BUIENa Ha O6aTy? — CIpoCcHIIa 5 MIENOTOM, YBOJIS e€ B IyCToi kKopuaop. — Kto
nogxoauit kK Kpucranuu?

Cernecra ormsiHyaach, yO€AMIaCh, YTO HAC HUKTO He cibluT. EE ryOnl qpoxkanm.

— 4 Bunena Cecunmio. OHa niepenana Kpucramiu 6okait. Ckazaa, 4To 9TO MOAApPOK OT UMIIe-
paropa.

V MeHst BHYTPH BCE 000PBAIIOCH.

— Tb1 yBepena?

— Ha. 4 crosina B Tpéx marax. Kpucranus yaMBuiach — OHa He KJ1ajia Mojapka OT UMIiepa-
TOpa, HO B3su1a. Beinuiia nouru cpasy.

— Tloyemy THI He ckazaja UMrmepaTropy?

— Ckazasia. — Cenecta ropbko yemexHysacb. — OH cipocuit Cecwuiio. Ta Bc€ otpuniaer. Y
He€ ecTb nogpyru — Jieau Mopras, @enunms, PoBeHa — KOTOpble OATBEPIAT, YTO OHA HE OTXOAMIA
OT HUX Bech Beuep. MOE CJI0BO IPOTUB UX CJIOB.

— Ho b1 ke npuHILIECca.

— A oHu — (paBopuTKM U Jouepu reproros. Mim noeepsT Gonbie. MHe ckaszaiu, 4To 1,
IIOJIKHO OBITh, 0003HAIACK.
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A cxana kynak. Hortu Bnusmce B JIaIOHb.

— 4 cama ckaxy umrieparopy.

— He nano, — Cenecta cxBatuia MeHs 3a pyKy. — ThbI CTaHeIlb €€ MUIIeHbI0. YMPEIIb Cie-
JYIOILIE.

— 4 yxe mureHb, — ckazayia . — MeHs XoTelm yOUTh B MEPBbIA ke JeHb, elIé JI0 TOro,
KaK 51 OTKpbUIA I71a3a B 3TOM TeJI€.

— Torga 6ynp octopoxHa. — OHa OTIYCTHJIA MOIO PYKY M YIIUIA, IIATasiCh, KAK CIIOMaHHAs
KyKJIa.

keksk

B nonnens nMrieparop codpai Bcex MPUHIIECC B MAJIOM 3aJie.

CBeT 13 BBICOKMX OKOH Majajl Ha MOJMPOBAHHBIIN MO XOJIOIHBIMU MPSIMOYTOJIbHUKAMU. Mbl
CTOSUIU B P51l — CEMb HEBECT, CEMb KEHILMH, KOTOPBIX MTPU3BAJIM YMEPETh paau TpoHa. Teneppb Hac
OCTaBAJIOCh LIIECTb.

Mmmnepatop MoBTOPMII TO K€, YTO TOBOPHJI YTPOM: HUKTO HE BBIXOOWT U3 IMOKOEB Oe3 Cormpo-
BOJK/IEHUS1, OXpaHa yCUJIEHa BTPOE, PacciieJOBaHUE UAET MOJHBIM XOIO0M.

— 3aroMHuTe, — €ro rojioc 3BeHel, Kak HarsHyTas crpyHa. — lllects u3 Bac ympyT. D10
HEOTBPAaTUMO — TaKoBa Mpupoa NnpokAaTus. Ho oHM JomkHBI yMepeTh Mocie puTyala, a He JI0.
Youiiia HapyiaeT 3aKoH umrnepuu. f Haiiay ero u nokapato. HezaBucumo oT TOro, KTo 9T0 — MpUH-
1iecca, COBETHUK WA MOsI (paBOPUTKA.

7KeHeBbeBa yCMEXHYJ1aCh — KOPOTKO, IPE3PUTENbHO. BpyHXWIIb1a KUBHYIA, KaK COJIAT, TOY-
yuBIIMi pukas. Cenecra onycTuia 1j1asa B MoJl.

[Nocne coOpanus s JOrHaIa UMIIEpaTopa B KOPUIOPE.

— Cecunus nepepana Kpucranum 6okan. Mue ckazana Cenecra. OHa BUziena CBOMMU IJIa3aMU.

On ocranoBuics. [loBepHyscss KO MHE — MEUIEHHO, TSKENO, KaK TaHK.

— 4 yxe ponpocun Cecmnmio. OHa orpuniaer. Y He€ ecTb anuOu — TpH JIeAd, TOTOBbIE
MOKJISICTBCS] HA KPOBH, UTO OHA HE OTXOJWJIa OT HUX BECh BEYep.

— Ilonpyru MoryT Bpars.

— Moryt, — coracuics oH. — Jloka3ars 3TO HEBO3MOXHO.

— A teno Kpucramiu? An?

— 41 OOBIYHBIHA, TAKKUX BO ABOPLE — AECATKHU (PIAKOHOB. DTO HE YJIUKA.

— 3Ha4uT, BBl HUYETO HE caesaere?

— 4 6yny uckarp gansiie. — Ero rosnoc cran xécrye. — Ho 6e3 1oka3arenbCTB s He MOTY
TPOHYTh (PABOPUTKY. Y He€ BIMATEIbHbIE POICTBEHHUKH, COOCTBEHHBIE 3eMJIH, Baccasbl. Eciu s
apectyio e€¢ 6e3 y/uK, ABOp BoccTaHeT. HauHETcs rpaxaaHckas BorHa. TpyroB Oyaer Oosbliie, 4emM
OT JII0OOTO MPOKJIATHS.

— A cMepTb HeBECTbl — He BOWHa?

— g meHss — pa. s Hux — Het. — OH 1ocMOTpes MHe IpsAMO B r1a3za. — OHM yBUIAT
B 9TOM JIMIIIb TIOBOJ, JIIs1 OyHTA. A 51 HE MOTY PUCKOBATh UMIIEpHEN U3-3a TIONO3PEHUI.

Sl modyBcTBOBaJIa, KaK BHYTPH 3aKHIAET 3710CTh. [ opstuas, HecripaBeiBasi, OECIIOMOITHAS.

— Brl citabul, — ckazaia 1.

OH He obuzencs. ToIbKO yCMEeXHYJICsS — TOPbKO, YCTAaJIo.

— 41 ocTopoxkeH. DTO pa3HbIe BEIIH.

— Torgaa g cama Haiiy 10Ka3aTelbCTBa.

— TbI moruOHeI .

— 4 u Tak moruGHy, ecM HUYero He jenarhb. Bl caMu ckazanu: mectb ympyT. MokeT, 51 Oyny
B UX umcie. Ho s1 XoTs1 Obl MOMBITAIOCHh Y3HATD TPaBILy.

Sl pazBepHysach 1 yIuIa, He T0XKUAasACh oTBeTa. Ero B3ris Tsokesen Ha CriuHe, HO s He o0ep-

HYJIACh.
keksk
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Beuepowm st otnipaBuna Jlviccy pasysHats, rae Bo Bpems Oana Haxoquiaach Cecumus. CiryxaHka
BEPHYJIaCh YEPEe3 Yac — 3allbIXaBIIasiCs, HO C IOJHBIM OTYETOM.

— OmHa TaHueBaja ¢ reprioroM TOpHBY/IOM, TOTOM C UMIIEPATOPOM, IIOTOM CH/IENA C OIPYraMu
B yriry. Hukto u3 ciyr He Buzesn, yToObl oHa noaxonuia Kk Kpucramum.

— Kpome Cenecrsl.

— Kpome Cenectbl. Ho e€ ciioBa HUKTO He MOATBEP:KAAET.

— A kT0 3111 IOAIPYTHU?

— Jlenn Mopran, nequ Penuuud u neau Posena. Bee 3 crapbix apucTOKpaTUYeCKUX POIOB.
Bce npubnmkénnbie kK umneparopy. [ 0BopsIT, OHM TOTOBBI MTOKJISICTHCSI €M YTOZIHO.

— 3HauuT, OHM OyAyT BpaTh 3a HEE.

— Ckopee Bcero.

4 3amymanace. I[lepen rmazamu Bc€ crosiio mno Kpucranmm — criokoiiHoe, 6esioe, dysKoe.

— HyxHo HaiiTu Koro-to, KTo Buaen 1o xe, uyto u Cenecra. Koro-To u3 ciyr, u3 rocrei, u3
Apyrux npuxuecc. Koro-to, komy HeYero Tepsrb.

— Baite BricodecTBO, 310 onacHo. — JIucca nmodneanena eme Ooblie, eclid TAKoe ObLIO BO3-
MOJHO.

— Bcé omacho, Jlucca. Jaxe yamka yas. [laske COH B COOCTBEHHOM IOCTEIIH.

keksk

Houslo 51 cupena y okHa.

JIyHBI CBETHIJIM XOJIOHO — KpacHasi ¥ 3e€Has, Kak /iBa I71a3a, KOTopble HaOMo1aIv 32 MHOM
u3 TeMHOTHL. [lepBasi cmepthb. Kpucramus. E€ younm, utoOsl 3amyrats. Mm 4ToOBl MOKa3arh, 4TO
yOMiilla — KTO-TO U3 CHUJIbHBIX. VT 4TOOBI COpBaTh OTOOD.

Cecunus. KeneBbeBa. ['eprior. ¥ kaxaoro Obi1 MOTHB. Y KaXA0ro — BO3MOXHOCTh. Ho y
KOro Gospiie?

4l 3aKkppUIa 71232 ¥ NOMBITAIAC BOCCTAHOBUTH KaKIYIO JeTasb Oana. TaHel ¢ uMIiepaTtopom.
Ero cnosa: «[lects ympyT». Ero B3misaa, korga oH cmorpel Ha MeHs. [Torom — namckas komHara,
repuor, ero ycmenika. Cecusus 3a BeepoM. JKeHeBbeBa, CKUMAIOIIast OOKaI.

Kro-10 13 Hux joxér. nu Bee.

— JIucca, — no3Bana s1. — Tl 3HaeIb, T1e ceiyac XpaHsaTcsi OOKaJIbl, KOTOPbIE UCTIOIb30BAIN
Ha Oairy?

— B norpe6ax, HaBepHoe. VX emmg He ycneu BBIMBITh — CJIEICTBUE 3a0pajio BCE, UTO CBSA3AHO
¢ Kpucranueii.

— 3aBTpa yTpoM MBI TyAa CIycTUMCS. §I XOuy IOCMOTpPETh Ha HUX cama.

— Ho 310 3anpenieHo. Maructp Actop nprKas3ajl HUKOTO He IyCKaTh B morpeoa.

— Tem nyuiie. 3HauuT, HAC HUKTO HE KJIET.

Jlucca B3goxHyna. [lorom KMBHYIa — Tak ke, Kak bpyHxuibna Ha coOpannu. Kak comnpar,
MIPUHSBILUI MTPUKA3.

S nocmotpena Ha JiyHbsl. OHU HE MUTAIH.

51 moksisinack ce6e: HaTh youuiry. Vmum ymepeTb, MbITasCh.
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I'naBa 10. Ilogo3peHust 1 BTopoi 00KaJI

PaccBeTt He cT€p BuepaniHion cMepTh. OH JIUIIIb MOJICBETUIT €€ — CepbiM, Oe3:KU3HEHHBIM CBe-
TOM, KOTOPBIM POCOYMJICS] CKBO3b LIEJIM CTABEH U JIET HA I10JT XOJIOAHBIMU MPSIMOYTOJIbHUKaMU. S He
COMKHYJIa 1a3. Kaxpli pa3, Koraa BeKH TsDKeJeNH, repeio MHOM BeraBasia Kpucranmms — Oenas,
Kak e€ I1aThe, C CHHUMU TeHSIMU T10]1 I71a3aMU U pPyKaMu, CJIOKeHHbIMU Ha rpyau. E€ youu He 3a To,
41O OHa czienaia. EE€ younu 3a To, keM oHa Oblia — c1aboi, 6e33aIMTHOM, HeaTbHON MUIIICHBIO.

Jlucca Bomwia 6e3 cTyka — 3Haja, 4to s He cIumio. [IoHOC ¢ 3aBTPaKkoM 3BSIKHYJI O CTOJIMK, HO
3amnax xJjeda 1 MEfa Moka3ajuics MHE TOUTHOTBOPHBIM.

— Bairie BrIcOUECTBO, BO IBOPIIEC TOJIBKO M TOBOPSAT, YTO 00 yOUTiIie.

— W na koro nasno nogpo3peHue?

— Ha Bcex. Ha npuniiecc, Ha (paBopuTKy, naxe Ha reprora. — OnHa nomennia. — ['oBopsr,
YTO CIIEYIOIIEH MOXeTe OBbITh BBI.

— T'oBopuTh OHM MacTepa. — 1 HaKMHY/A TEMHBIN I1J1A1l, MaJIbLIbl IPUBBIYHO 3aTSAHYIN y3€ll.
— A g oy roBopuTh ¢ ZKeHeBbeBOM.

— Ogna?

— C Hei1 iy4nie HaevHe. [ OpaoCTh HE TEPIUT CBUIETENEH.

skskok

[Tokon KeHeBbeBBI JbIIIATM 30JI0TOM M BBICOKOMEpPUEM. TSkKENbIE MOPTHEPHI, JIEMTHUHA Ha
TIOTOJIKE, TIOPTPETHI MPEKOB C XMITHBIMU yibIOKaMu. Cama X03s1iiKa cujielia B Kpeciie, 3aKUHYB HOTY
Ha HOT'y, ¢ OOKaJIOM KPacHOTO BUHA — XOTSI YTPO TOJIBKO HaYasloch. E€ mio ObUIo OJIeIHBIM, HO He
OT cTpaxa: OECCOHHUIIA TOUUT JIa)Ke MPUHIIECC.

— [punuia o6BUHSATH? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA, HE MPEJJIOKUB CECTb.

— Ilpunuia cipocuts, 4TO Tl BUAETA.

— 4 Bugena, Kak Thl TAHLIEBAJIA C UMIIEPATOPOM AOJIbIIIE, YEM MOJI0KeHO. VI Kak OH cMoTpen
Ha TeOs1. DTOro I0CTaTOYHO, YTOOBI BECh 3aJ1 3a0bL1 0 Kpucrammu.

— 3TO HE OTBET.

— A THI He UMeelIb IpaBa TpedoBaTh 0TBETOB. — OHa OTNUIA IIOTOK. — Thl — ceapMasi. Ta,
KTO HE YMEET KJIAHATHCS U CUUTAET TPYCOCTh ITUKETOM.

Sl omycTrnack B Kpecsio HanpoTUB Oe3 npuriamnieHus. E€ 6poBb JporHyia — XopoIio. 3Ha4HuT,
OHa HE KaMEHHas.

— Kpucramvio youm He u3 HeHaBucTH. E€ cmepth — nociianue. Kro-To Xo4yet copsath 0TOO0D.
TrI 3Haenn, KT0?

— W TBI, KOHEYHO, AyMaelllb Ha MEHs.

— V¥ 1e6s ectb MoTHB. Thl X04emb TpoH. Eciti Bce HeBECTH OTMOHYT JI0 pUTYaJia, UMIIEPATOP
ocTtaHercsi 6e3 BbIOOpa.

OHa ycMexHyJ1ach — CyX0, 0e3 TeHU Becelbsl.

— Ecnu 51 ybepy conepHull, s ocTaHyCh €IMHCTBEHHON. EMy pua€Ttcst B3ATh MEHs.

— Wnu oH ka3HUT Tebs 3a yomiicTBo. Thl He ITyna: mocje rudesu MEeCcTy JeBYIIEK BCe Mablibl
YKaXyT Ha BBUKUBLIYIO.

7KeneBbeBa nocraBuiia 6okai. Xpycrasb 3BSIKHY, KaK MpeaynpeskieHue.

— Jlokaxu, 4To 310 . Y TeOs HET HUYETO.

— Iloka Her.

— U He Oypner, notomy uto 51 He youBaia. — EE€ rosoc cran x€crye, 4emoCTH CKAIUCh, —
MsHe HyxeH oTOop. 51 xouy qOKa3ath, YTO $ JIydlliasi, a He OIY4YUTh KOPOHY 110 YMOITYAHUIO.

S Brisinenacsk B e€ uiio. 7KeHeBbeBa He OTBeJa B3MVIsJa — B HEM He ObUIO HU CTpaxa, HU BUHBIL.
Tonbko BeI30B. U ycTanocts, KOTOPYIO 51 y3HaBaja, Kak CBOE OTPakE€HUeE.

— Xopor1o, — s nogHsack. — ¢ uity yowuiiity. Eciu Tel He OHa — MOMOTH.
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— A eciu 51 oHa?

— Torna s Haiimy coco0 Tebst ocTaHOBHUThL. CKOJBKO OBl CTOPOHHHUKOB Y TeOs1 HA OBLIIO.

Omna paccmesinach — BIIEPBbIE HE KOJIKO, & C OTTEHKOM OJ0OpEHHUSI.

— ThI cMerniee, yeM Kakelbes, cepmasi. 1o MokeT TeOs cracti. Vv moryouTs.

keksk

B kopunope mens xpana Jlucca.

— Yro ckaxere?

— Omna 60 HeBMHOBHA, JINOO aKTpHCca, JOCTONHAs crieHbl. — 1 momnuia K jectHure. — Ho
MOE 4yThE MoJCKa3biBaeT: JKeHeBbeBa He U3 TeX, KTo nojackhinaet siia. OHa ygapuiaa Obl B JIMIIO, a He
B CIIUHY.

— 3HauuT, Tenepp K (paBopuTKe?

41 kuBHyna. Jlucca nmodneqHena.

— Bariie BBICOYECTBO, OHA OMACHEE. Y HEE CBOM ILIHUOHBI, CBOSI CTpaxka.

— [lostomy 4 noiigy onHa.

keksk

ITokou Cecunmu coceACTBOBAIM C UMIIEPATOPCKUMU — MPUBWIIETHS1, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE OCIIa-
puBajl. [IBeph OXpaHsUIM IBOE B YEPHBIX IUIAIAX C 30J0THIM JIbBOM Ha IPYIH.

— Jlem HUKOTO HE TIPUHUMAET, — OPOCWIT OIUH, HE TS,

— Ilepenaiite: mpuHIIecca ACTEpUU XO4YeT TOBOPUTH O OaJie M O CMEPTH.

CTpakHMK McYe3, BEpHYJICS Yepe3 MUHYTY.

— IIpoxonure. Jlenu npenynpexaaeT: y He€ Majo BpEMEHHU.

keksk

Cecunus cuzena y OKHa B cepeOpHCTOM XajaTe, PaclIMTOM 30J0TOM. Bomockl pacriyIieHsl,
o 6e3 Makusika — M OT 3TOro emig OoJiee oracHoe, Kak OrojIEHHBIN KJIMHOK. B pykax oHa epxkaia
KHUTY, HO HE YMTajla — MaJIbIIbl CKOJIB3HIIN 10 KOPEIIKY, HE OTKPbIBAsl CTPAHMII.

— Ilpuniiecca, — oHa He npuBcTana. — Yem obs13aHa?

— Bui nepenanmu Kpucramum 6okan Ha 6amy. Ckaszaiu, 9To 3TO OJApOK OT UMIIepaTopa.

— Jloxb. — Tonoc cran TMXYMM, MOYTH JIACKOBBIM — M OT 3TOrO elié crpaiiHee. — S He
MOAXOMIIA K HEH.

— Cenecra Buzena.

— Cenecra — mniepernyraHHasi JeBYOHKa, KOTOpasi UIIIET, Ha KOTO yKa3aTh najbieM. OHa 000-
3HaJack. Mnu JokeT.

— JIBe mpHHIIECCHl HE MOTYT OIIMOATHCSI OJTHOBPEMEHHO.

— JIBe? — Cecunus npuroaHsiiia OpoBb. — Thl TOke MeHs1 0OBUHSsIeNIb? Y TeOs ecTh JOKa-
3aresbcTBa’?

— 4 vy npasny.

— IlpaBna B ToM, uTO 51 He mpuoOMMKanack Kk Kpucranmum. — OnHa BcTasia, 1 KOMHaTta craia
TecHee. — Mou nogpyru OATBEPIAT: 51 HE OTXOAWJIA OT HUX BECh BEYep.

— Ilonpyru, KOTOpBIE CKaXyT BCE, YTO BBl [IPUKAKETE.

— 310 ockopOienne. — OHa ImarHy/a Ko MHe, U 5 YJIOBIJIA 3arax po3 M FOPbKOro MUHIAJIS.
— DBynp octopoxHa, cenpMasi. OOBUHSTH (DaBOPUTKY O€3 YJIMK — BEPHBIN COCOO MCUYE3HYTh. 51
MOTYy CTepeTh TeOsI B MTOPOIIOK OJJHUM CJIOBOM.

— A yOuBath HeBeCT — He croco0 ucue3HyTh? VimmepaTtop MoKJIsIcs HallTh BUHOBHOTO. U
€CJIM 9TO BBI, BAlIM CBSI3U HE CHACcyT.

— Ecnum 6b1 51 X0Tena youBarsb, Tl Oblj1a Obl IepBOM. — OHa HAKJIOHWJIACh TaK OJU3KO, UTO 51
BHJIEJIA CETKY TOHKMX MOPILKH y €€ mia3. — Tel — yrpo3sa. [lep3kas, dyxas, Henpeackasyemas. Tol
oracHee BCEeX OCTaJIbHBIX, BMecTe B3sThIX. Ho 51 He youBana Kpucranmio. MHe 3T0 He HYXHO.

— Torna komy Hy)HO?

OHa oTBepHYJIaCh K OKHY. YTPEHHHIA CBET 0OpHCOBaI e€ Mpouilb — OCTPBIH, KaK JIe3BUE.
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— TMopywmaii cama. Kto BeMTpaert, eciiu otoop copércsa? KTo momyunr Biacts, ecim ummepa-
TOp OCTaHeTcs Oe3 HACTIeAHUIIBI?

Wwms noBucio B BO31yxe, HE MPOM3HECEHHOE, HO ONTYILIUTETBHOE.

— 41 Hruero He ckazasna. — OHa B3sJ1a CO CTOJIMKA Beep, pacKpblia ero, mpsda Jumo. — A
Teriepb crynaii. [Toka s1 He mepegyMana v He 1o3Bajia CTPaxy.

4 He nBUHYACH.

— Eciu BB He yOUBasIM, TOMOTHTE MHE HAWTH TOTO, KTO 3TO CEJalL.

— 3auem? — e€ rojoc u3-3a Beepa 3Bydal Iiyxo. — MHe HeT jiena 1o Te0s1 M 0 OCTATbHBIX.

— Tlotomy 4TO ecnu yOuiIa He OCTAHOBUTCS, CIEIYIONIeN MOXET OKa3aThCs JI0Oast U3 Hac.
Bxumiouast Bac. [Iymaere, reprior nomanut (paBopUTKy, KOTOpast eMy OoJbllie He HyXHa?

Ona 3amepna. Becero Ha cekyHIly — HO s yBHJEJA, KaK JPOTHYJIM €€ MabIlbl, CKMUMAIOIIUE
Beep. CTpax. BeICTpbIi, Kak BCIIBIIIKA, U TYT K€ CIIPSTAHHBIM.

— Vxomum.

4 BhiIa. B KOpHIOpE MEHs KOJIOTUJIO — TO JIM OT XOJIOAA, TO JIU OT OJIM30CTH CMEPTH.

— Omna He yOuBana, — ckazaia s Jlucce, Koraa Mbl OTOITH.

— Orkyna Bbl 3HaeTe?

— Yowiina He ctan Obl Tak prckoBaTh. OH OBl UTPAJ POJIb UCITYTAaHHOW OBEYKU — TOIAKHU-
BaJ1, ynbiOascs, nputBopsuics. A Cecunus... oHa OblIa MCKpeHHA B cBoel 31ocTi. OHa He crasia Obl
YHUKaThcs 0 oTpruanuii. OHa Obl Harasia nepBou, Oy/Ib 3a Hel BUHA.

keksk

JleHb TsAHYICS, KaK Bs3Kasi cMona. §1 mepedupaiia CBUTKHU O sigax — Bc€ OecronesHo. Tot, 4to
youn Kpucrammio, 6611 Be3/ie: Ha KyXHe, B Jla3apere, B KJagoBbix. ClieCTBIE TONTAIOCh HA MECTe.

K Beuepy B aBepb nocryyanu. Cenecra.

Ona Bomwia, matasch. [71a3a KpacHble, BEKH PaCIyXJid, TUIaThe MsAToe — Oy/ITO OHA Craja B
HEM, a MOXET, U He CI1ajla BOBCE.

— Thl B nopsiake? — s nojouuia K Heu.

— M=e nopdpocuiu 60okan. — ['onoc e€ mpeprpiBasicsi. — B Moo komHary. C ocTaTkaMmu BUHA.

—I'ne on?

— 41 otnana crpaxuukam. OHU CKa3au... B HEM TOT e 1, uto yomn Kpucranmio.

51 obnsna e€. Kpernko, mo-Hactosiiiemy. Cesecta maxJjia clie3aMu U CTPaxoM — He TIOJIIeITKOM,
a )KMBBIM, TATYYUM YKaCOM.

— XOTAT MOACTAaBUTH TeOsI, — CKa3aJia s € B BOJIOCEHL.

— W 3amyrats, — BCxJUMHYIa oHa. — $1 6otock, DnuaHa. $1 He Xouy OBITh CJIETYIOIEH.

— He Oynems. § He mo3BOITIO.

S nepxana e€ B 00BATHUSX, TyBCTBYs, Kak JIpoXHT e€ Teno. U Bepuia eil. Bepuna kaxaomy eé
BCXJIMITY, KOKIOM JpOXKAIlel pyKe.

Ho rze-to rmy0oko, Ha caMOM [THEe CO3HaHWs, 3allIeBeIMIICS YepBb COMHEHHUs. §1 TyT ke 3aja-
Buia ero. He ceituac. He ¢ Held.

keksk

Houb cHOBa omyctuiiach Ha ABOpel] — TsDKENass, OapxaTHasi, MONHAs MIOPOXOB U TeHel. 1
cuzena y OKHa, IIsijis Ha iBe JyHbl. KpacHyio u 3enéHyio. Kak /1Ba ra3a, KOTopble HUKOT/Ia He 3aKpbl-
BaIOTCHA.

Kro? Cecunus c e€ nensanoi kpacoron? ’KeneBbeBa ¢ e€ ropaoctbio? I'epuor ¢ ero tuxou
YIBIOKO#?

S mepedupasia B maMsITH Kakayio netanb. Kakasiil B3rsg. Kaxkmoe cioso.

Cecuius ciuiikoMm yBepeHa. sKeHeBbeBa CIMILKOM IpsAMa. ['epuor ciaumkoM HezamereH. A
Cenecra... Cenecra npocro HanyraHa. Kak u s1. Kak u Bce.

U BcéE xe, Kor/a s 3aKpbiBasia 71a3a, nepejio MHou BcraBasio e nuno. He Kpucranuu. Cenectsl.
3ariakaHHoe, UCITyTaHHOE, TAKOoe. .. paBujIbHOE. CIUIIIKOM MPaBUIbHOE?
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A orornana sty mbicab. Ho oHa BepHyack. M ocranachk riue-To Ha rpaHulie CO3HaHUs1, TOHKas,
KaK BOJIOCOK.

— Jlucca, — mo3Basia 1. — 3aBTpa MbI CHOBA UJIEM B TalHYI0 OMOIHOTEKY.

— Bariie BBICOYECTBO. ..

— Jlunmmana 4to-To 3Haja. E€ THEBHUK HEMoJIOH, HO, BOBMOXHO, TaM ecTh apyrue Oymaru. S
JOJKHA HAWTH MIpaBLy.

JIyHsl cMoTpenu Ha MeHs. S He oTBesa B3IUIsia.
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I'nasa 11. Ilanuka cpeau npuHIecc

Cnyx 0 moaOpoIIeHHOM OOKaJie TPOPOC CKBO3b CTEHBI OBICTPEE TUIECEHH.

K nonyzaHio o HEM cynaunig Bce — OT IPavek, MOJTOCKABIINX OeJIbE B JIeISIHOW BOJE, 10 CTPAX-
HUKOB, 3a0BIBIIMX CMEHUTh Kapayil. ['ojioca npuriymaiick 10 WENOTa B KOPUAOpax, HO MOJHUMA-
JIUCh 10 BO30YXKJEHHOIO I'yja B KyXHE, [JIe CIUIETHU OOBIYHO HE MPUKUBAIUCH — CIIMILIKOM MHOT'O
pabotsl. Teneps faxe rnopapsATa 3aMUpaId Hag KACTPIOJISIMU, JIOBS KaXKA0€ CIIOBO.

N3menunnock u kayectBo menota. Korna ymepna Kpucranus, moan 6osmmcek. Teneps k crpaxy
IpUMeNIaIach NapaHois — JIMIKas, e1Kasi, 3aCTaBJIsIoIas O AbIBATHCS Yepe3 MJIeHO.

— E€ X0oTAT noscTaBUTh, — JOHECJIOCh 10 MEHS M3-3a IBEPU KYXHH, KOT/1a 5 IPOXOJHJIa MUMO.
I'onoc npunaanexan ogHou u3 cynomoek. — Cenecra Oe33amuTHa. Camas JIETKash MUILIEHb.

— A MOXeT, oHa 1 yOus1a, — BO3pa3uJI Apyrou, 6osee Xpuruiblii. — A Tenepb KOpUMT U3 ceOst
KEPTBY.

— TunyH Te0e Ha sA3bIK. OHA xe MyXU HEe OOUIMUT.

51 ocraHoBMIIaCk. Pa3roBopsl 3aTUXJIM — KTO-TO 3aMETUJI MOIO TeHb TOJ ABEpbIo. f1 He crasa
3ax0AuTh. becronesHo nepeyoexaarh TeX, KTo kaxaeT KpoBUu. CllyXu He yMUPAIOT MO NPUKa3y, OHU
Pa3MHOXKAIOTCS B TEMHOTE.

Ho s 3nana ogno. Teépno, kak ynap cepaua. Cenecra He youBasa.

Jlucca nuta 3a MHOH 1O TisiTaM, OnieiHast, Majiblbl TepeOwIN Kpaii hapTyka.

— Barnie BricouecTBO, ecim 00 3TOM rOBOPSAIT B KYXHE, 3HAUHT, UMIIEPATOpPy YKe JOTOXKHUIIH.

— 3HauMT, CKOPO HAC BCEX HAYHYT JOINPAIIMBATh.

— Bu1 nymaere, Cenecry apecryior?

— Iloka ner. Her ynuk. Ho nopo3peHue najso Ha He€ — MMEHHO 3TOro M JI00MBaJjIcsl HAaCcTO-
1101205 807071711 8

— BbI yBepeHbl, YTO OHa HEBUHOBHA?

1 ocranoBUIaCh, NOBepHYJIach K Jlucce. B3misag — B miasa.

— VBepena. S 3nai0 Cenecry. Ona He ciocoOHa Ha youiicTo. Ecim Obl OHa X0Tesa MeHs oTpa-
BUTb, Y HE€ Oblj1a COTHS BOBMOXHOCTEN. MBI CITUM B COCeTHMX KOMHaTax. Enum 3a oqHUM CTOJIOM.
[Tbém 13 omHKX KyOKoB. OHa MOIJIa IOJCHINATH 5171 B MOE BUHO B JII000i MoMeHT. U He criernana 3Toro.

— A 6okan B e€ criasibHe?

— Ioncrasa. Kto-To x04et e€ ycrpanuTh. JInOOo moTomy, 4o OHa 4TO-TO 3HaeT. JInbo noromy,
YTO KOMY-TO MEIIaeT.

— Yro xe oHa 3HaeT?

— Iloka He 3Ha0. — 1 IBUHYNACh Jajblile, K JecTHULe, Beayuiel B kpbulo Cenectel. — Ho
MBI 3TO BBISICHUM.

Jlucca He crayna MeHs1 ocTaHaBaMBaTh. OHa yKe MOHsIIa — OeCIoe3Ho.

keksk

JBepb B mokon CenecTsl OblTa 3aniepTa U3HYTpHU. S mocTyyana — Tpu KOPOTKHX yAapa.

— Cenecra, 310 1. OTKPOM.

Tummna. Takas MIOTHasA, 4TO 3BOH B yIlIax Kas3ajcs rpoMKUM. Ilorom — nonruid, ckpesxe-
LIYLIMIA 3BYK OTOABUIAEMOro 3acoBa. [IBepb MPUOTKpPbLIACH HA JaJOHb. B 1ie1m nokasanoch JMLIO,
KOTOPOTO 5 He y3HaJa.

bnennoe, omyxiiee ot ci€3, ¢ KpaCHbIMU BEKaMM U NIOTPecKaBIIMMUCA rydoamu. Bosoch! city-
TaHBl, IU1AThe MATOE — OHA HE NIePeo/IeBaIach CO BUEPAIIIHEro TH.

— To1 ogHa? — nporenTana Cenecra, KOCACh Ha IyCTOM KOPUJOP 3a MOEW CITMHOM.

— OpHa. Boycru.

Oma marHyna BHyTpb. § 3aKpbuia JBepb M 331BUHYJIA 3COB — MHCTUHKTHUBHO, OY/ATO MBI Ipsi-
TaJIMCh OT BCETO MUPA.
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Komnara naromuHasa none 6utsbl. [lnatest BHIOpoIeHbI U3 MIKada, MTOPbl 33AEPHYTH TaK
IUIOTHO, YTO He MpOOMBAJICS Jake AHEBHOW cBeT. Ha crone — wvamika ¢ 4aem, IaBHO OCTHIBILIUM,
MOBEPXHOCTb MOKPhUTACh TOHKOW TUIEHKOM. [lozymka Ha KpoBaTu OblTa BJIa)KHOW — TISITHA OT CJIE3
HE BBICOXJIU, UX ObLJIO CJIUIIIKOM MHOTO.

— 4 He youBana, — ckazana Cenecra, omyckasich Ha Kpai kpoBatu. E€ roioc Obl1 COpBaHHBIM,
OyIITO OHa KpUvajia BCIO HOYb B MycTOTYy. — KUIsIHYCh BceMu O0ramMu, KOTOPBIX Thl HE 3HAEeIIIb, U TEMH,
KOTOpPBIX 3HaMo 1. 5 He Tporana Kpucranuio.

— ¢ 3na0. — 4 cena psyiom, B3siia €€ XOJIOHYIO JIaJoHb B cBor. — U Bepio Tede. Pacckaxu
Bce. C camoro Havyana. He npomnyckaii gerasei.

Ona 3akpblia uno pykamu. [lneun B3aparuBanu. f He Toponuia. TUlMHA pacTSHY/Iach, KAk
pe3uHa.

— 3a Henemo 10 Oajla MHE MPHCIAIM MHCbMO, — HAKOHEIl BBIJIOXHYJIA OHA, HE TMOAHUMAs
rojioBbl. — OHO JiesKaJlo Ha MOAYIIKE, KOorja 51 BepHy/ach oT jieau VipMel. §l He 3Halo, Kak ero mpo-
HECJIM MUMO CTPaXHu. MOM ITOKOU OXPAHAIOTCS, HO KTO-TO BOLIEN. MK KTO-TO U3 CBOMX.

— Tbl MOKa3as1a MUCbMO KOMY-HHUOY/b?

— Her. Ucnyranace. [lymana, 4ro cripaeioch cama. HauBHas nypa.

— Yro0 ObUIO B HEM?

Cenecra nogHsIa 1uuo. B e€ ra3ax 3acTbul TaKOM yXkac, YTO y MEHs MOXOJIOZIENN KOHYMKHU
TaJIbLIEB.

— Tam 6buT0 HanmcaHo: «YOel mpuHIlecCy DiMaHy 10 Hadaia oroopa. MiHaye TBOS ceMbs
yMpeT. OTBeTa He HykHO. MBI cieium».

Bo3ayx B komHare crai IioTHee. Sl modyBCTBOBasla, Kak CepAle MpOIyCTUIO yaap, MOTOM
3a0UJI0Ch Yallle.

— Tbl MoKka3pIBasIa MMCHMO UMIIEPATOPY?

— Her. — Ona nokauasa rojioBoy, 1 ci€3bl OpbI3HYJIM CHOBA. — $] MCITyrasach, 4To OH MOMy-
MaeT, OyATo 5 cornacuiach. M 4to apectyer MeHs 3a croBop. [lymaia, 4rto OTKaxych, a OHH He
MOCMEIOT TPOHYTh MOUX pOAHBIX. [lymana, 4To 310 mycThie yrpossl. S He aana oreera. [Ipocto Mor-
yasia. Cripsitajla MMCbMO U JieNajia BUjl, YTO HUYEro He CIIyYMIIOCh.

— U tenepb Te6s1 MONCTABIISIOT.

— Teneps MeHs nbITatoTcst yopath. — EE€ rosioc cran tuiie, noutH meénotomM. — bokai B Moeit
KOMHATe — 3TO He CIIy4ailHOCTh. KTO-TO X04eT, uToOBl Bce MoBepuIn: 310 51 youna Kpucrammio.

— Ho 181 He youna meHs1. M He coOupaack.

— HI/IKOF,ZLEI. — OHa cxBaTWjia MeHS 3a 3alIACTBE, IMaJiblbl BIIMJIWCHL B KOXY. — Te1 — mos
noapyra. EnvHcTBeHHAs, KTO OTHECCS KO MHE I10-4eJIoBeUecKH. 51 ckopee yMpy cama, 4eM HOJHUMY
Ha TeOsT pyKy.

— Kro npucnan nucemo? Ectb goragku?

— He 3nawo. [louepk He3HakoMmbli. Ileyatn Her. Bymara npocrasi, Takylo MOXHO KyIHTh B
o000 JIaBKe.

— Ilokaxu n1uceMo.

Ona BcTasa, marasich, mofonuia K mkady. Jlocrana u3-moj CTONKU HIKHETO OesTbst CJIOKEHHBIT
JICT TiepraMeHTa. Pyku n1poxkaiu Tak CUJIbHO, UTO OHA €/1Ba He YPOHUJIA ero.

S B3s1a JTUCT, pa3BEpHYJIa.

Kopotkue crpoku. ['pyOble, yrioBaTsie OyKBbl — CJIOBHO MHCABIIUHN CTAPAJICS M3MEHUTh CBO
MOYEPK JI0 Hey3HaBaeMOCTH. HaskiM CUJTBHBIN, TIOUTH IPOPBIBAIOIINI MTepraMeHT. HekoTopbie OyKBbI
JIpoxaT — pyka xoauia xonxyHoM. [Tucanu He cnokoitHo. [Tucanu co 3mocthio. Ymu co crpaxom. S
MPOYUTAJIA TEKCT TIPO ceOsl, MOTOM BCIIyX MOBTOPATH HE CTajla — He3a4eM KOPMUTh ThbMY JIMIITHUMU
CJIOBaMH.

— Yto MHe aenath? — crpocuia Cernecrta, s/ HA MEHs J1a3aMU yTOMAIOIIETO.

— Tlokaxwu mucemo umrneparopy. Ceityac xe.
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— OH noggymaer, 4to s ero nojjesnana. YToosl OTBECTH NOIO3PEHUSI.

— He nonymaer. OH Buzien COTHM yrpo3 3a CBOIO KU3Hb. OH OTJIMYHUT HACTOSIINYIO OT (haib-
mMBKU. Ml TOTOM, eci Obl ThI XOTeJNa MOACTaBUTh KOTO-TO, ThI ObI MTPUAyMaJia 4To-TO IOyMHee, YeM
MMUCHMO C TpeOOBaHUEM YOUTDH TBOIO JIYUIIYIO ITOAPYTY.

Ona cxana kysnak. Hortu BOwIuch B JIaIoHb 10 O€TM3HBI.

— A ecnu oH apectyeT MeHs?

— 3a 4ro? 3a T0, uto Tebe yrpoxanmu? 1o He npectyruieHue, Cenecra. ITo TOKA3aTEIbCTBO
TOTO, YTO Thl — KEPTBa, a He yOuiIIa.

4 B3s1a €€ 3a pyKy, cKajla KPerko.

— 4 noiiny ¢ To6oi. Thl He onHA.

keksk

Mmmnepatop npuHsiI HaC B MJIOM KaOMHEeTe — KOMHaTe 0e3 OKOH, C OJIHUM (pakeIoM Ha CTeHe
U TSOKENBIM JTyOOBBIM CTOJIOM, 32 KOTOPBHIM OH TOAIMCHIBA CMEPTHBIE MPUToBOpHl. OH BHINIISAET
ycrapmmM. [ox mmazamu 3aJieryiv JTUIOBble TeHU, Ha JIOy — MOPIIMHBI, KOTOPBIX s HE 3amedasia
panbliie. B3rsig ocraBasicst OCTphIM, Kak OpUTBa, HO B INTyOMHE Tamiach YCTaJIOCTh YeJIOBEKa, KOTO-
PbIi HE CTIaJl HECKOJIBKO HOUEH MOopsi.

— Yro0 cyunnock? — CIIpOCUII OH, TIEPeBOAs B3MIIsA ¢ MeHs1 Ha CernecTy.

41 monoxuia MMCbMO Ha CTOJL.

— Cenecre yrpoxamu. TpedoBamu youte MeHs1 0 otoopa. OHa He oTBeTwna. U teneph eé
TIOJICTaBJISIIOT, OAOPACHIBAS YIIUKH.

Nwmnieparop B3su1 smct. [Ipountan. MeanieHHo, Boas najislieM 1o crpokam. IBaxast. [Torom
TMOJIOKMIT Ha cTolT ¥ mocMoTpen Ha Cenecry. Jlonro. Tak, 4to oHa moOseqHesa emme cuibHee.

— Korna BbI nonmyuniu 3to?

— Henemo Hazan, Barie BeJIM4ECTBO.

— Tlouemy He ckazayu cpazy?

— Hcenyranacs. — E€ rosoc aporxysi, HO OHa BblIEpKaja ero B3risag. — Jlymasna, 4to OHA He
MOCMEIOT TPOHYTh MOIO CEMBIO, €CJH 51 He Oyy HU4ero jaenars. Jlymana, 4To CIpaBIIioch cama.

— OmwmomCh.

— 3Harto. Tenepp yxe Mo3aHO.

HmniepaTop OTOABHHYI ICHMO K KPAIo CTOJA, MOJANbIIE OT YePHUIIBHHUIIBL.

— DT0 He J0Ka3aTeJbCTBO Balleld HeBUHOBHOCTH. Ho 1 He ynuka npotus Bac. S npukaxy
MIPOBEpHUTH Oymary U 4epHuia. Bo3MOXHO, yaacTcsi HalTH Mactepa, KOTOPbI X M3roTOBUJI. Takux
BO JJBOpLIE HEMHOTO.

— A mos cembsa? — Cerecta nofasach Briepén. — B mucbMe cka3aHo, 4To UX yOBIOT.

— 4 ornipasimo ronua B Jliomunapy. Cerogus xe. Eciu ¢ HUMU YTO-TO CITyYMIIOCh, BBl y3HaeTe
niepBasi. Ecii HeT — s MPUCTaBIIIO K HUM OXPaHy.

Cernecra BbIIOXHYIA. JIOTHiA, TpOXKaIIui BBIIOX, OyATO OHA Hec/lIa Ha TUIeYax MEIOK C KaM-
HSIMH ¥ HaKOHEI[ cCOpOCHIa ero.

— bularonapio, Baiiie BEJIMYECTBO.

— Crynaiite. U 6ynpre octopoxknbsl. — OH rocMoTpen Ha MeHs. — O0e. Youiiia He ocTaHo-
Butcs. OH yxke yourt oquH pa3. YObET CHOBA.

keksk

B xopumnope, korna qBepb KabuHeTa 3aKpbulach 3a Hamu, Ceniecta cXBaTuiIa MEHs 3a PyKy Tak
CUJIbHO, YTO $1 IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK XPYCTHYJIU CYCTaBHI.

— Cnacu6o, — mpomenTayia oHa. — Ecim Obl He Thl, 51 ObI HUKOTIA He peruiach. 51 Ol po-
J0JKaJla MOJTUaTh, MOKA MEHsI He apecTOBAIH.

— He nymaii 06 3Tom. Terneps MBI 3HaeM IJIaBHOE: KTO-TO XOueT yopaTb HeBecT. He Tonmbko
Kpucramumo.

— Tel ;ymaeib, TOT, KTO MPUCTAIT MMCbMO, YOuI e€?
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— Wi e€ yous KTo-To APYrou, Mo ToMy ke 3akazy. Ho sicHO OfHO: 32 BCeM CTOUT OMH Yesio-
BeK. OnuH Mo3r. OaHa pyka, KoTopas A€praet HUTH.

— UYro Oynem nenath?

— Haiiném ciyry, KoTopslil pa3nuBai BUHO Ha Oaiy. Tomac. OH MOTr BUAETH, KTO TTOAXOIMIT
K OOKanam.

— Ero yxe niyt?

— Nmneparop otnan npukas. Eciu oH xuB, ero Hailayt. Ecim Her... — 1 He noroBopuiia.

Cenecra noHsia.

keksk

Beuepom Jlucca npunecna Hopoctu. OHa BieTesa B KOMHATY, 3a0bIB ITOCTY4YaTh, U s TIOHSIIA
— YTO-TO CIIy4YMJIOCh.

— Tomaca Het Bo aBopiie. — OHa nepeBoawIa AbIXxaHKe, Kak mnocie Oera. — Ero komnara
nycra. Bermy ncuesnu — Bce 10 nocieanen pyoamku. HukTo He Buzen, Kak oH yxomul. [laxke cocen
10 KOMHATE HUYETO HE CJIBIIIAI.

— Co6exan? — cnpocuna s.

— Wi ero yopaiu, — Tixo ckasana Jlucca, u B e€ rojioce po3Bydvasio YTo-To, OT Yero y MeHsI
no0eskai Myparik 1o cruHe. — CIIyTv TOBOPSAT, YTO OH ObLT He ONUH. Y HEro ObUTH COOOITHUKH BO
asopue. Kto-to momoran emy ciaeauTs 3a HEBECTaMM, KTO-TO OTKPbIBaJI BEPH, KTO-TO MOJHOCHII Si.

— Kro ero pekomeHnnoBa npu npuéme Ha padoty? — crpocuia Cenecra, CuzieBIas B Kpecie
C YAILIKOH Y€ XOJIOIHOIO Yasl.

— 4 ciipocuna y crapiero aBopenkoro. — Jlucca nocmorpesa Ha MeHs. — Tomaca npuBée3
BO JIBOpEl] JINUHBIN NOChUIbHBIN repuora TopuByaa. [1aTh et Hazan.

— Omnars repuor, — nporenrana Cenecra.

— DT0 He J0Ka3aTeIbCTBO, — CKa3aja §, XOTs BHYTpU BcE Kumeno. — Ho emé onHa HUTb.
N Mbl IOTSAHEM 32 HEE.

keksk

Houb MbI TpoBesni B Moux mokosix. Cenecta oTKaszanach Bo3Bpaiarbes K cebe — 0osi1ach, 4To
B TEMHOTE €€ kJIET OYePEHOUN «ITOAAPOK».

— Ecnu MeHs1 XOTAT MOACTaBUTh, OHU MOTYT OAOPOCUTH UTO-TO €€, — CKa3ajia OHa, KyTasiCh
B IUIE/] HA TUBaHE B TOCTUHOM.

— Ocrasaiic4. JIncca nocrenut Tede 30€Ch.

— A umneparop He OyaeT mpoTuB? MBI ke He CIIPOCHIIN pa3peleHusl.

— Ilycrs npuxogut ¥ cMOTpUT. — ] mogonuia K okHy. JIyHBI CHOBa CMOTpEJIM HA MEHSA —
KpacHas ¥ 3e1éHast. — $1 He 6o10Ch.

Cernecra cnabo ynbiOHyaachk. BriepBbie 32 HECKOMBKO JTHEH.

Ha paccgerte Jlucca nmpubexana cHoBa. 3ambIxaBIiasics, OfeHas, ¢ riia3aMu, MOJIHBIMU YKaca.

— Tomaca Hanu. B nomzemenbe. B npoksisToM Konoate.

4 Bckouwna.

— Kusoro?

— MeéprBoro. — Ona nepekpecTuiach NpsAMou JaJ0HbI0. — YayiieHre. CBOMM ke MOSICOM.
KT0-TO 3aTsIHY/1 Tak CUJIBHO, YTO MpPsIKKA BIWJIACH B LIEIO.

Cenecra cena Ha JUBaHe, NpUKUMas TUIe]l K IPyIu.

— Ero y6pam, — ckazana s1. — YToObl He TOBOPHIL

— Tenepb Mbl HUKOI/Ia HE y3HAaeM, KTO €ro HaHsu1, — npoutenTaia Cesnecra.

— V3Haem. — 4 nojo1uia K Hel, B3sij1a 3a IJieun. — YOuiila octaBiseT cieanl. Beerpa. [lake

€CJIM EMY KaXXCETCA, YTO OH UACAJICH.
keksk
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YTpom umrnepatop cHoBa coOpasl Bcex MpHUHIecC B MasioM 3ajie. CBeta ObLI0 Maio — hakeJbl
TIOYTH JIOTOPEJTH, CIIyTH He YCIeH UX 3aMeHUTh. OKHA BHIXOIWIN Ha CEBEpP, U 32 HUMH XMYPHIIOCH
CBUHIIOBOE HE0O0, 00emas oK /Ib.

— Cuyra, pa3nuBaBIIMi BUHO Ha Oalty, HalieH MEPTBBHIM, — OOBSIBIJI UMIIEPaTOp, CTOSI BO
r1aBe cTofa. — YOUT. DTO yke He HeCUaCTHBIN CTydail. TO 3aroBOp MPOTUB KOPOHHI.

— U gt0 BHI chenaere? — crpocwiia JKeHeBbeBa. B e€ ronoce He ObLIO cTpaxa — TOJBKO
XOJIOJHOE JTIOOOITBITCTBO.

— Iepekporo nBopert. HUKTO He BOMIET 1 He BBIHAET O€3 MOEro JIMYHOro paspemnieHus. — OH
00BEN HAaC B3MISIOM. — ] pUKa3bIBal0 OOBICKATH TOKOU BCEX MPUHIIECC.

— 910 ocKOpOIeHre! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA MpUHIIecca VITHUC, BCKOYMB ¢ MecTa.

— 310 HeoOxoguMocTh. — ['010c MMMepaTopa cTaji THIle, HO OT 3TOr0 TOJIBKO KECTue. —
Youiina cpenu Bac. f Haiiny ero. [laske eciu U1st STOro MPUAETCS NMEPEPhITh KAKIYI0 KOMHATY, KakK-
ObI CYHAYK, KQXKbIi KapMaH.

[Mpuneccs 3amomyanu. Cenecra moj CTOJIOM CKaJla MO0 PyKY — €€ MaJTbLIbl ObLITH JIEASTHBIMHU.

[Nocne coOpanust UMIEpaTop 3aAepXKain MeHs.

— TbI BepHIllb B HEBUHOBHOCTb CenecTbl?

— Bepro.

— Tlouemy?

— IlotoMy 4TO OHa MpUIILIA KO MHE ¢ UcbMoM. [ToTomy uTO OHa He yOusIa MeHsl, XOTs MOIJIa
Ob1 — Jierko, 6e3 ceuaereneil. [Toromy urto e€ moxacraBwim. M moTomMy 4TO S UyBCTBYIO — €CJIU S
omOych B HEH, s MOTEPSII0 TIOCIIEAHIO HUTh, KOTOpasi IEPKUT MEHs B STOM MUDE.

Nmmnepatop nmocMoTpen Ha MeHs AOJTUM, TSOKETBIM B3MIAIOM. B ero riazax MejabKHYJIO 4To-
TO — HepoBepue? YBaxeHue? Ycranocts?

— Byap ocropoxna. Eciii oHa He yOwuiilia, TO HACTOSIIIUK yOuiiia 10 cux mop Ha ceodone. U
OH y’Ke TIOKa3aJl, YTO He OCTAHOBHUTCS HU Iepes 4YeM. Y Hero Het kanoctu. HeT rpanur.

— 4 3Har0.

OH KMBHYII ¥ yIIEN, OCTAaBMB MEHS OHY B ITyCTOM 3aJie.

S cTosina y okHa, 1171 Ha cepoe He0o. JIBe JTyHbI CKpBUTUCh — JHEM MX HE BUHO, HO 51 3HAJIA,
4yTO OHU TaM. CmoTpsT. KayTt.

S nmokuistmack ceGe: Haiitu youinly. He tonpko pagu Kpucramuu. Pagu Cenectsl. Pagu Bcex
HEBECT, KOTOPBIE CIIAIT [0 HOYAM C KMHXaJIaMU TIOJ], oAyKaMu. Paau cebst.

[Toromy 4TO ecu 51 He Halijly ero NepBOi — OH HAMJET MEHsI.
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I'naBa 12. UcnibITaHus 1151 HEBECT

Tpyn Tomaca yHecau, Korga HeOO TOJIBKO HAYMHAIO cBeTIeTh. K mosyaHio o HEM 3a0bUT —
ABOP NEPEKJIIOUMIICS Ha CBEKYIO KPOBb, KaK CTast akyJl, y4ysBlIas paHEeHOro. 31ech He J0OAT CMOT-
peTh Ha CMePThb J0JIblIIEe, YeM TpeOyeTrcs 11 Npuanyuuid. CIMIIKOM MHOTO MEPTBELIOB — CIIUIIKOM
MaJio BpeMeH! Ha CKOPOb.

Mmnepatop coOpas Hac B MaJIoM 3ajie, YTOOB! 00bABUTD: OTOOP Mponomkaercs. Ero rosnoc 3By-
yaJl HaJ| HaIllMMU T0JI0BaMM, KaK KOJIOKOJI Ha MOXkape.

— CwMmepTb He oTMeHsieT putyai. Kpucranus nana sxepTBoil Tpyca. Mbl Haiiném yowuiiy. Ho
BB Oy/ieTe COPEBHOBATHCS JIAJTBIIIE.

JKeneBbeBa ycMexHyIach — OIHUMH YTOJIKaMH r'y0, X0lnoiHO. BpyHXubja KUBHYA, Kak COJl-
1aTt, noay4uBIIni npuka3. Cesecra crosiia OneqHas, Ho Jepikaach IPsAMO, XOTS sl 4yBCTBOBAA, KaK
APOXKUT €€ JIaJOHb MO, CTOJIOM. I ckasia e€ majblbl — OTBETHOE MOKaThe ObUIO CIA0BIM, HO )KUBBIM.

— IlepBoe nucnbiTaHne — 3aBTpa HAa paccBeTe, — MPOAOJLKUI uMiieparop. — IIpoBepka 3Ha-
HUI1 3TUKeTa U uctopun umnepuu. Jlequ Mipma Oynet sxk3ameHoBaTh. I 0TOBbTEC.

— Ortuker? — npuHuecca ranc BCcKoumiia, €€ OrHEHHO-PBIKME BOJIOCHI METHYJIUCH, Kak
r1ams. — Mbl OyzieM KJIaHAThCS, TTOKa YOULa TyjsieT 1o ABopiy?

— Bul Oyziete 10Ka3bIBaTh, YTO JOCTOWHBI TPOHA, — OTPE3aJl UIMIIEPATOP, U B €TI0 rojloce 3a3Be-
HeJl MeTaJll. — YOuiIly HailaeT cTpaxa. Baie 1eno — BBUKUTE M TOOEAUTD.

Iocne cobpanus s 3agepxanack. JJoxaanack, oka OCTajJbHbIE Pa30HIyTCs.

— BHl yBepeHsl, 4To 3TO pa3yMHO? — CIIpOCHIIA 1, KOTJa Mbl OCTAJIUCh BABOEM. — [Toka Ml
KJIaHsieMcsl, yOuiIa MOXeT HaHECTU HOBBIH yap.

— VYowiina He 1ypak, — OH IOJIOMIEN K OKHY, M CBET yIaJl Ha ero JIMLO, BHICBETUB YCTAIOCTb,
KOTOPYIO OH TakK cTaparesibHO npsrtan. — OH He OyJeT AefcTBOBaTh, [TOKA JBOPELl HAa OCAJHOM I10J10-
xennn. Ceifuac — camoe 6Ge30MacHOe BpeMsl.

— Wi camoe onacHoe, IOTOMY 4TO BCE PaccaaOUINCh.

OH o6epHycs. B3rsan — TSKENbIA, UCTIBITYIONIHN.

— Tsl Bcerga BuanIb Xyamee?

— S1 mBITaloCh BBUKUTD.

— Torna rotoBbcs K 3aBTpaniHeMy ucnbitanuio. Jlenqu Mpma He nporaer onmook.

keksk

Hous s nposesna ¢ kauramu. Jlucca npuHecia CBUTKY MO0 UCTOPUM UMITEPUM — UMEHA UMIIE-
paTopoB, IaThl OMTB, repObl KOposeBCTB. [leprameHT max meuibio ¥ BpeMeHeM. [ ooBa 1uia Kpyrom
OT OECKOHEUHBIX «DpaueB», « TOpHBYIOB» U «BasniepoB», TAHYIIUXCS CKBO3b ABAIIATH MSATh CTO-
JIETUN.

— JIB€ C IOJIOBUHOM THICAYM JIET, — IIPOCTOHAJIA £, OTOABATAsi OUYEPEAHON CBUTOK. — Kak
MO’HO 3aIlIOMHMTB BCE 3TO 32 OfIHY HOUb?

— [Ipyrue npuHLECCH Y4WUIA UCTOPUIO C JETCTBA, — B3A0XHYJa Jlucca, monpasisas puruib
B jlamiie. — I HUX 3T MMEHa — KaK MMEHa pPOJCTBEHHUKOB.

— 3HauwT, A B IPOJIETE.

— Bul ymMHee, yem KaxeTech.

— DTO KOMIUIMMEHT?

— Hao6monenue.

Sl yemMexHynach 1 CHOBa B3sU1aCh 3a CBUTOK. becnionesHo. 1 He 3a1oMHI0 COTHY UMEH U THICSYU
JaT 3a HECKOJIbKO yacoB. HykHO npyroe — He 3yOpéxKa, a CMeKaJIKa.

— Jlucca, eciu 1 He 3HaI0 OTBETA, UTO JIyYIlE: MOJIYATh WX BpaThb?

OHa 3agymanace.

— Jlenn Vipma HeHaBuaut BpanbE. Ho 1 MoTuaHue He JIIOOUT.
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— 3HauuT, Oyay rOBOPUTH MpaBLy. YTo s U3 Apyroro Mupa 1 He 00s13aHa 3HATh Ballly JPEBHION
HCTOPHIO.

— DTO He MOHPABUTCSI UMIIEPATOPY .

— Mmneparopy Huuero He HpaBurcs. IIpuBbIkia.

JIucca nokavasna rojoBoi, HO CIIOPUTH HE CTaJa.

keksk

Ha paccete Hac coOpasu B OobinioM 3aj1e. CBEeT U3 BBICOKMX OKOH JIOKUJICS Ha MOJTMPOBAHHBIH
TOJI XOJIOAHBIMU TPSIMOYTOJIBHUKAMHU, HO He corpeBal. Jlean Mpma crosyia y TpoHa, M B €€ pyKax
MOOJIeCKMBAJT XPYCTAIBHBIA KYOOK — He OJIMH, a IieJ1ast CBsI3Ka KyOKOB Ha cepeOpsTHOM IOfIHOCE.

— [Ipexne yemM Mbl HAUHEM, — IMPOU3HECIIA OHA, U €€ TOJIOC PA3HECCS MOJ CBOJAMU, KaK TPECK
JbAa, — UMIIEPATOP MOBEJIEN IPUHATh MEPbl IPOTUB HEUECTHOCTU. B Mpoluibie roasl MpUHLIECCH
NEepPeIIENTHIBAINCH, KOMMPOBAJIM OTBETHI, BbIAABAIM Uy:KUE 3HAHMS 32 CBOU. DTOMY MPUIBOPHOMY
Tearpy IPULLIET KOHELL.

Oma B3sJ1a ¢ MOAHOCA MEPBBIN KyOOK U MpoTsiHy/1a ’KeHeBbese.

— 3enbe npasasl. Beimeiite. OHO HE IPUYMHUT BPeAa, HO HE MO3BOJIMUT BaM MPOU3HECTHU TO,
Yero Bbl HE 3HaeTe HaBepHsKa. JIoKb WM MOBTOPEHUE UYKMX CJIOB BBI30BYT MArMUECKUI OTKJIUK.
CTBIIJIUBBIN.

7KeneBbeBa ycMexXHYJ1aCh, MPUHsUIA KYOOK M OCYIIIJIA €ro OXHUM IToTKoM. E€ rmasa Ha MrHo-
BEHUE BCIIBIXHYJIM CUHUM U MOTACIIH.

Bpynxunbaa Beimmiia Momya, Kak Boay. Cenecra — ¢ JpOXbio B MaJblax, HO HE OTCTYIUIIA.
[Tpuniiecca AkBapuu, IrHuc, octajibHble — KaskAasi MPOIJIOTHIIA CBOIO MOPIIUIO MTPO3PAYHON, HUYEeM
HE MaxHyLen KUIKOCTH.

Korga kyOok jomien 1o MeHsl, s IOCMOTpesia BHYTpPb. 3elibe ObUIO YUCTHIM, KaK cJie3a, HO Ha
JHE MeplaJia KpolleyHasi UCKpa — KUBasi, MyJIbCUPYIOIIAs.

— Ileiite, mpunIlecca, — notoponuia Jeau Mpma. — Viu Bbl GouTech mpasbi?

41 6osunack He mpaBpl. f GosIack, YTO MPaBAbl BO MHE CIMIIIKOM MaJIo.

Ho Beinuna.

Kuakocts 000KII1a TOpIIO — HE XOJIOO0M, He TEIJIOM, a YeM-TO TPETHUM, TIOXOKUM Ha pa3psif
CTaTUYECKOTO JIEKTPUYECTBaA. S MOUYBCTBOBAJA, KaK S3bIK CTaJl TSKENBIM, KaK CBUHELl, a B TPyAd
MOCEJINJIOCh CTPAHHOE, YyK0€ IPUCYTCTBUE. ByATO KTO-TO HEBUAMMBIN YCescs Ha IJIe40 U TPUroTo-
BUJICS JIOBUTH KaXXJ0€ MOE CJIOBO.

Jlenn Mpma ynoBJIETBOPEHHO KUBHYIIA.

— Teneps — niepBbIil Bonpoc. — OHa pa3BepHy’ia CBUTOK U Npowia: — Ha3oBute nMs ocHo-
BaTeJsIsl UMIIEPUU U BPEMsI €r0 MpaBJIeHHUS.

7KeneBbeBa BbIlaJIMIa MTHOBEHHO, Jlake He 3ayMaBIIHch. EE ronoc 3Byuai umcto, 6e3 nomex
— 3HAYUT, OHA FOBOpUJIA TTPaBJLy:

— Wwmmneparop Dpauit [epBbiii, 00beIMHUBIINN CEMb KOPOJIEBCTB [IBE C TIOJIOBUHOW THICSUU
JIeT Ha3ag.

— BepHo.

bpynxunbaa orBeTHIIa IPAaBUIIBHO — YETKO, KaK Ha ruiany. IIpuHnecca AkBapum — IJ1aBHO,
Kak BoAa. MIruuc ommomiack Ha ctoneTue, Ho Jienu Mipma 3acunTarna — BUAMMO, peliia, 9To IiaMs
3aCIyKMBAET CHUCXOXKJCHUS.

— Ipuniecca Acrepun? — sienu MipMa nocmMoTpesa Ha MeHsI, ¥ B €€ IJ1a3ax 3aropesicst XoJo/-
HBII OTOHb MPE/IBKYILEHHUS.

S otkpeiia pot. f XoTtena ckazarb TO ke, uTo JKeHeBbeBa — «JIBE C MOJIOBUHOM THICSIYM JIET
Hazal».

Ho B™MecTO ¢110B 13 MOEro ropia BeIpBAJIMCh 3€JIEHBIE MTY3bIPH.
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OHHM CBETUITUCH — SIIOBUTO, SIPKO, KaK OOJIOTHBIE OTHA — M BBUIETATN U3 MOMX I'y0, JIONAsCh B
BO3/IyX€ C TUXUM, IIUIAIKM 3BYKOM. [1y3bIpy axm 030HOM U Me/ipio. OHM IUIBUIH 110 3271y, JIEHUBO
KpYXach, ¥ 51 HE MOIJIa UX OCTAaHOBUTb.

ITpunneccs 3axoxotanu. ’KeHeBbeBa NMPUOTKPBLIA pOT — BIIEPBBIE S BUAEA €€ M0-HACTOS-
1meMy ynuBIEHHOM. BpyHxuibaa Haxmypuack. Cenecta nmodsneqHena eme cuibHee, eCi Takoe ObUIo
BO3MOXHO.

— BsI noBTOpHIIN UyXkue cioBa, — Jean Mpma mpousHecna 31o 0e3 3710pajcTBa, MOUYTH C
COYYBCTBUEM. — 3€JIb€ HE MTPOIYCKAET 3aMMCTBOBaHHOE 3HaHUE. TOBKO TO, YTO IPUHA/IEKUT BaM.
OrtBeuaiite camu.

41 3akpbuna pot. [1y3bipy peK paTuirch. S3bIK CHOBA CTAl MOMM — HO B TOJIOBE ObLIa IyCTOTA.

— 41 He 3HaI0 TOYHOM J1aThl, — CKa3aja s MeJJIEHHO, OCTOPOXKHO, YyBCTBYS, KaK 3€JIb€ BHYTpU
TECTUPYET KaXA0€ CJIOBO Ha MOJIMHHOCTb. — 1 3Hat0, uTto ocHoBaresns 38ainu Dpauii [lepsriii. Ho
CKOJIBKO JIET IIPOLIIO — $1 HEe IOMHIO. I U3 ipyroro mupa.

Ha stoT pa3 my3eipeii He ObUT0. 3ejbe MPOIYCTHIIO — MOTOMY YTO 3TO ObLIa MmpaBaa. Mos
MpaBJa, MycTh U MO30pHAs.

Jlenu pma nomxkana ryosl.

— 3acuuTeiBal0 Kak HemoiHbld orBeT. Crenyronmii Borpoc. KTo ObLT mpariparpaaeaoMm
HBIHEILITHETO UMIIEPATOpa U YeM IpOCIaBUiICs?

Sl cxara KyJaku moji CToJIoM. DTo UM s He Belyuriia. B cBuTKax Oblia Takas MyTaHUIIA TIOKO-
JIEHUH, 4YTO A cllanach nocie nsAroro «paus». Ho ’KeneBbeBa cHOBa 3aroBopuJia nepBoil — JIETKO,
KaK O Torofe:

— Nmnepatop Dpnuit Yetseproiid, o npo3suilly becromannsiii. [logaBun Boccranue cesep-
HBIX T€PLIOTOB M YKPETUJ IPAHULIBL.

— BepHo.

Sl naxe He mplTajach NOBTOPUTH. S MoTyana, Miss B CTOJECIIHHUILY.

— Ipunuecca Acrepun?

— He 3Ha10, — ckazaina s, u 3eabpe Momyasio. [Toromy uTo 3TO ObLIAa UKMCTasl, HE3aMyTHEHHAS
MpaBJa.

— A 3aueM BaM ObUIO YUHUTh POJOCIOBHYIO, €CJI BBI IaKe HE MOTPYANIUCH 3aIOMHUTH OCHOB-
Hble uMeHa? — Jlenu Mipma He ckpbiBajia pa3odyapoBaHusl.

— 41 ne BommueOHuIa. Most naMsTh He OGe3n0oHHa. U 51 yumia, HO... — s 3aIHynack, Moaodupas
CJIOBA, KOTOPBIE 3€JIb€ MPOITYCTUT, — HO 5 He ycriena. [lotomy uTo rotoBuiiach He TOIBKO K UCTOPUU.
Emé 1 Kk BBDKUBaHUIO.

Ha stoT pa3 ny3sipeii He 6buT0. TONBKO THIIIMHA.

Jlenn Mpma niepesicTHyna CTpaHuiLy.

— Xoporo. Torga Tpetuii Bornpoc, nornpoiie. B kakom roxy Obi1a noanucana Benmukas xaptust
BOJIBHOCTEN?

S 3Hanma stor orBeT. S BbhUMTANA €ro B CBUTKE, KOTOphIM Jlucca monoxuia cBepxy, U OH
MOYEMY-TO 3alIOMHUIICSA. §I OTKpbLIA POT.

— B 1243-M... — u ocekuack. [1y3pipy HE MOSIBUIMCH, HO SI3bIK OYATO CIIOTKHYJICSI O HEBU-
aumylo niperpany. S noHsuia: s He yBepeHa. Sl Ha3Baia Hayraj, a 3eJ1be 3HaJIO, YTO 3TO He TBEPIOE
3HaHUE, a JorajKa.

S BeIOOXHYIIA.

— ¢ ne 3Ha10 TouHO. He Gymy Bparts.

— Myapoe perienne, — jeau Mpma npousnecna 31o 6e3 HacMelmku. — JIoxKb, MPOr3HecEH-
Hasl TIOJ1 3€JIbEM, BbI3BIBAET y/yllIbe. Bl UyTh HE 3aJOXHYIIHUCh.

51 moxomnonena. 3HaYnT, OHO OBLIO eIIE onacHee, YeM s JyMaJia.

Borpock! chimanuch onuH 3a Apyrum. JKeHeBbeBa OnucTaia — KaxJgoe e€ CJIOBO IMPOXOAUIIO
CKBO3b 3€/1b€, KaK WIVIa CKBO3b IIENK, IOTOMY YTO OHA JAEWCTBUTEJIBHO 3Haja. BbpyHxuibaa oree-
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yaJia pyoneHsiMu ppazamu, Ho 6e3 ormmoOok. Cenecta CripaBisiiach C TPYIOM, HO YECTHO — 3eJIbe He
MEIAJOo €M, IOTOMY YTO OHA HE MbITa1ach YKPACTb UYKUE OTBETHI.

4 orBewana penko. Tonbko Ha Te BOMPOCH, rae Obula abCOMOTHO yBepeHa. Mx okazasioch
YyeTblpe — U3 JBa/ILATH.

B xon1ie nienu Mpma oObsiBrIa pe3yabTaThl.

— Jlyumass — npuHuecca sKeneBbeBa. Xyauas — npuHuecca ACTepusi.

— Heoxupanno, — npodopmortana s, 1 ’KeHeBbeBa, YCIbIIIABIIAs 3TO, 37T0PATHO YCMEXHY-
J1ach.

— Ecu Bl He 3HaeTe UCTOPUM, BB HE CMOXKETE NPaBUTh, — Jieau MipMa nmocMoTtpesia Ha MeHs
C XOJIOJIHOM KaJIOCTBIO.

— 4 v He cobupanack npaBuTh. 1 codupanach BEIKUT.

Jlenm pma He otBetmiia. Ho, yxons, 6pocuiia dyepes miedo:

— 3esbe paBpbl OCTAHETCS B Ballel KpPOBU 10 MoayHouH. He mibITaiitech BpaTh Jaxe B pas-
roBOpax JIpyr ¢ gpyrom. M He MOBTOPSIIATE UyKUX CIIOB.

S ocranmach cuieThb, YyBCTBYS, KaK BHYTPH BCE eIIE MyJIbCUPYET Uykaas Marus. SI3bIK ObLT
CBMHLIOBBIM. A B IOJIOBE KPYTHJIACh OJJHA MBICJIb: €CJIU 3€JIb€ HE MPOITYCKAET JIOKb U Uy)KUE 3HaHUS,
TO KaK 51 CMOT'Y UTO-TO CKpbITh? Kak s1 cMory 3anmruth ceds?

OtBera He ObLIO.

keksk

ITocne ucnipiTanusl B KOpUa0Ope MeHs nepexsaruiia ’KeHeBbeBa.

— TbI mo3opuIb BCEX HEBECT, — CKa3ajla OHA, BCTAB TaK, YTOOBI 3aropomuth mpoxond. EE
IU1aThe 1LIeJIECTeNIO, Kak 3MenHas Koka. — He 3Haelb uctopuu, He yMeelllb KJIaHAThCS, TaHIlyelllb
KaK Ha JepeBEHCKOM cBabOe.

— 3aro 51 kuBa. — 5l mocMoTpena e mpsMo B I71a3a, He Moprast. — A Kpucranus, kotopas
BCE€ 3HaJIa, MEPTBA.

7KenepbeBa noomeanena. TeHb — ObIcTpast, Kak yaap KWHKaia — mpodekana 1o e€ JIILy.

— Tsl Hamekaernb?

— 41 koHcTaTupylo akT. 3HaHUE He cracaeT oT fAAa. M ot najeHus B oBpar — TOXe.

51 oboma e€ u ynuia, He orsabiBasgchk. CrivHA Topesnia OT e€ B3MIsAga — ropsiaee, 4em JIoOon
axern.

keksk

Beuepom umrnepaTop BbI3BaJI MEHsI B MaJIblii KaOWHET.

Komnara 6e3 okoH, ¢ oqHUM (haKeJIOM Ha CTEHE U TSKEIBIM TyOOBBIM CTOJIOM, 32 KOTOPBIM
IaxJj10 KoXel U Nbulbio BeKOoB. OH cuen B Kpeciie, MOJI0KUB PyKU Ha MOAJIOKOTHUKH, U CMOTpEJT Ha
MeH$ U3 NOJlyMpaKa — Kak CTaTysl, OKMBILIAas HA MTHOBEHUE.

— Tbl mpoBaMiIa UCIIBITAHUE, — CKa3aJl OH 0e3 MPEIUCIIOBUIL.

— 4 He npoBayiiia. I OTBETHIIA HA HECKOJIBKO BOITPOCOB.

— Ha yversipe u3 aBaauaru. Jlenu Upma B sipocru.

— Jlenu Upma Bcerna B ApocTu. ITO €€ eCTeCTBEHHOE COCTOSIHUE.

OH ycMexHyICsl — KOPOTKO, OIHUMHU YTOJIKaMH Tyo.

— V¥ 1e6s1 ecTb MecsiIl, YTOOBI BBlyUUTh UCTOpUI0. OT Hauasa /10 HaIlMX JAHei. [IBe ¢ moinoBuHON
THICSIYH JIET.

— A eciu He Bblyuy?

— Torga Tel yMpELIBL HE OT £/1a, a OT M030pa.

— TMo3opom chiT He Oyaenib. A s10M — Tem OoJiee.

OH nocMoTpes Ha MeHsI I0JITUM B3IVISA0M. B ero ria3zax MenbKHYJI0 4YTO-TO — HE TO YBaXKEHMUE,
HE TO HEJIOyMEHHUE.

— ThI He GOUIITBCS BBHIMIAICTD TIIYIIO?

— Boiock BeimIsiieTh MEPTBOI. Beé ocTasibHOE — Tepriumo.
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— CrpaHHas Tbl, — OH IMOKayvas rojoBoil. — CoBceM He MoX0Xka Ha TeX, KTO ObUT 10 TeOsI.

— S w3 apyroro mupa. ¥ Hac gpyrue LEeHHOCTH.

— Hanpumep?

— Hanpumep, Tam He yOUBaIOT HEBECT paJy TPOHA.

Nmnepatop 3amommuai. TuimmHa 3aTsHysack, cTajia MIOTHOW, Kak Boja B ITTyOOKOM KOJOALIE.
Sl ciplana, Kak morpeckuBaeT hakel, Kak ObETCSI MOE ceple.

ITorom oH BCTalI.

— 3aBtpa BTOpOE uctbiTanue. Oxora.

S HanpsaIace.

— Oxora?

— Maruueckas. B necy 3a nopriom. Bei Oynere vickath apredakt. ToT, KTO HalAET MEpPBHIM,
MOJTYYUT NMPEUMYILECTBO B CIIEAYIOIIEM JTarle.

— A KTO HalIET BTOPHIM?

— Huvyero.

— A KTO He HaugeT?

— Huvyero.

— Bel mytute?

— Mmneparop He myTur.

Xosnox mpoOeskat 1Mo MOo3BOHOUYHUKY — OT KOITYMKA JI0 3aThUIKA.

— A ecnu 51 OTKaKyCh?

— Orka3 — cmepTb. bricTpas.

— A ecnu s cripsiuych?

— Haiinyt. U Toxe cMepTh.

— 3HauuT, Y MeHs HEeT BHIOOpA.

— Hu y xoro u3 Bac HeT BeIOOpa. — OH MOJOIIEN K ABEPH, OTKPBLI e€. B kopumope 3amepiianu
(pakenbl. — Wy roToBbCA.

4 BbiLTa. B KOpUIOpE MEHs TPACIO — HE OT XO0JI0/1a, OT SIPOCTU U CTpaxa, CMEUIABLIMXCS B
KOKTEWJIb, KOTOPBII KET rOpIIo.

— JIucca, — no3Basia 1, Korja ciy’kaHKa BbIHBIPHYJIA U3 TeHU. — YT0 3a oxoTa?

— ToBopsT, B Jecy BoasTCS TeHH, — OHa MOOJeAHeNa, U B cBeTe (DakesoB e€ JIMIO CTajo
MOXOKMM Ha BOCKOBYIO MacKy. — VX co3maér marusi TpoHa. OHu He yOMBaIOT, HO MOTYT 3aMaHUTh
B JIOBYIIKY. VI cOMTH C Ty TH.

— A apredakt?

— Kamens. OH cBeTuTCs B TeMHOTE. KTO HalAET ero nmepBbIM, TOT OyJeT ONvKe K UMITepaTopy.

— A ocranbHble?

— OcrasibHble OyAyT UCKaTh Aajblne. My noTepsioT maHe Ha To, 9To0 cTaTth (paBOPUTKOM.

S1 3akpblia m1aza. 3a BeKaMu — YEPHBIi JIEC, TOJIble BETBU, TUIIIMHA, B KOTOPOM KPUK TOHET,
HE POAMBILKCE.

— 3aBrpa s uny B sec. Eciu 1 He BepHYCh, CKaXkU UMIIEPaTopy, UTO 51 €r0 HEHABUKY.

— Bbl BepHETECH, Ballle BBICOYECTBO.

— Orkyza Takast yBepeHHOCTb?

— Bbl xuByuUas.

A yemexnynace. ['opbKo, ofHUMU TyOaMH.

— D10 npaBja.

keksk

Hous 51 He criana. Bopodasiach Ha ’KECTKHMX MPOCTHIHAX, CMOTPEJA B IMTOTOJIOK, IJIE TJIICAJIN TEHU
ot jgoropatouieit Jammnsl. Jlec. Tenu. Apredakr. VI apyrue npuHuecchl, Kaxaas U3 KOTOPBIX XOYeT
BBUKUTb — M, BO3MOXHO, TOTOBA YOUTb, UTOOBI BHIKHTD.

Ha paccpete Hac coOpaiu y BOpOT.
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He60 6b1710 cepbiM, Kak cBUHEI. JIyHBI CKPBUIMCH — WJIH ITPOCTO CIPSATAIUCH 32 Ty4amu. JKeHe-
BbEBA CTOsIIA B OXOTHUYbEM KOCTIOME I[BETa MXa, C cepeOpsHOI BBIIIMBKOW HA BOpoTe. bpyHXuibaa
— B U€pHOM, C MEUOM Ha Tosice U KMHKaJIoM 3a rojienuneM. Cenecra — Oj1e/iHasi, B CEpOM IUIAThbe,
CJIMIIIKOM TOHKOM Jyis jieca. [IpuHiiecca AKBapru — B CHHEM, C CepeOpsiHON AUaIeMOM, KOoTopast
Ka3ajlacb HEYyMECTHOM cpeau BeTBel. ITHUC — B KPacHOM, C OTHEHHO-PbIKUMU BOJIOCAMU, PACITy-
LIEHHBIMH 10 IIJIEYaM.

Nmneparop cTosis1 Ha KpbUIbLIE, 3AJI0)KMB PYKH 32 CIIMHY. BeTep Tpenas nosisl ero MyHaupa.

— ApredakT cripsTaH B jiecy. Bbl 107KHBI HaliTH €ro 10 3aKkara. ToT, KTo IPUHECET KaMeHb,
MOJTY4HUT MPaBO Ha JIMYHYIO BCTPEUY CO MHOIL.

— A ocranbhble? — cripocuiia Wrauc. B e€ ronoce He ObUIO CTpaxa — TOJBKO BBI3OB.

— OcrtasbHble OyayT KJaTh CIeAyIomero ucnbiranus. — OH nome . — Wnm ympyT B Jiecy.

— BbI He MOkeTe Hac youTb!

— ¢1 He yousaro. Jlec youBaer. Tenu youBaiot. ['oon youBaer. Xosop yonBaer.

OH MaxHyn pykoil. BopoTa OTKpbUIMCH C MPOTSKHBIM CKPUIIOM, KOTOPBIN 9XOM pa3HEccs 10
JBOPY, OTPa3WIICS OT CTEH U YIIEN B Yally.

[IpuHIIECCHI IArHYIM B JIEC.

keksk

Jlec BcTpeTrs HaC TUIIMHOM.

He tummnoii nokost — tuimHo#n morwibl. Hu ntun, vy Betpa. Hu menecra iucteeB, HU Tpecka
Cy4beB 1Ol Horamu. JlepeBbsi CTOSUTH YEPHBIE, C TOJIBIMH BETBSMU, TAHYIIMMUCS K HEOY, KaK MaJIbIIbl
yTOIIeHHUKOB. TpaBa moj Horamu ObLa cepoil, Kak reresl. Bo3ayx He nmax HU4eM — HH XBOeH, HU
rpudamu, Hu nipesibio. OH ObLT mycThiM. CTepriibHBIM. MEPTBBIM.

— 3pech 4TO-TO HE Tak, — Tporlentaia Cenecra, NpUKUMasch KO MHe TuiedoM. E€ rosnoc
JIPOXKa.

— Bc€ tak, — oTBeTHNA $1, XOTS BHYTPH BCE KpHUAIo 00 00paTHOM. — DTO HCIIBITAaHVE.

— MBe1 ympém.

— He MpI.

M1 o BrityOb. JKeHeBbeBa CBEpHYJIa HAJICBO, HE OIIs/IbIBasiCh. BpyHXMIIbIa — HAIpago,
TMOJIOKUB PyKy Ha 3pec. OcranbHble pa3Opesrch KTO Kyla — Kaxaas BeIOpaia CBOIO TPOITY, CBOKO
CMEepTb WU CBOM TpUyMd.

S u Cenecra iepxajivch BMecCTe.

— HyxHo HaliTu KaMeHb, — CKa3aJia i, OIJIS/IbIBASICh TI0 CTOPOHAM.

—I'me?

— He 3na10. Ho oH cBeTtutcs. 3HaunT, B TEMHOTE €I0 BUIHO.

Jlec cranoBuiica ryme. BeTBu cruieranuch Hajl rolI0OBaMy B YEPHBIH IIATEP, CKBO3b KOTOPBIN
He MPOOMBAJICS JIaXe Cephlil CBET yTpa. Bo3ayXx cTas TskENbIM, CIIPECCOBAHHBIM, KaK B TIOI3eMeTbe
noj1 OMOIMOTEeKON. S1 YyBCTBOBaNA, KaK KXk bl BAOX JAETCS C TPYHAOM.

— Cmotpu, — Ceriecta ykazaja Brepen.

B tpage uTo-T0 Mepiiano. Ciaadblii Toyooi CBET — MyJIbCUPYIOIINH, )KUBOH, KaK CEp/lle IMOM-
MaHHOU MTHIIBI.

S momomnna 6;mke. Kamvens. MaJieHbKHIA, XOJOJHBINA, pa3MepoM c JiecHou opex. OH Jiexal Ha
TMOJICTHJIKE M3 CEPOro MXa U JIBIIIAl — CBET TO Pa3ropasicsi, TO yracal.

— MBpI Hanwm, — nporentaia Cenecra.

— bepu.

S nporsAHyna pyky.

N B 10T MOMEHT M3-32a JepeBa BblluIa JKEeHEBbEBA.

— Ornaii, — cka3zasia OHa, M B €€ rojioce He ObUIO MPOCHOBI — TOJIBKO MPHKA3, TIOIKPETUIEHHBIN
OCTpUEM, KOTOPOE OHA YKe Jiepikasa B pyke. — KameHb MOT.

— ThI He HamL1A ero.
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— 41 norxasa Bac. TOro JOCTaTOYHO.

OHna BbITalIWIa KUHKAJI — TOHKUH, OCTPBIM, C TPAaBUPOBKOM B BUJE 3Meu. TOT caMblil, YTO
OrecTtesn B MoA3eMelibe, KOrJa Mbl CTOSUIM HaJl CYHIYKaMHi MEPTBBIX UMIIepaTpuIl.

— He rynm, — ckazana s, crapasich, 4TOObI TOJIOC He Jpokasl. — YOUICTBO BO BpeMsI HCIIbI-
TaHUSI — CMEpTb.

— Kro y3naer? Jlec ckpoer.

— 4 y3Haw.

W3 tenn marnyna bpyaxunbaa. Med B e€ pyke OleCHYN cepbIM METaUIOM, OTPa3yB Jake TOT
CKYIHBIN CBET, YTO MPOOMBAJICS CKBO3b KPOHBI.

— OcraBp ux, /KeHneBbena.

— Tl 3amuaeni» ceagpmyo?

— 4 3amminan yectb. — BpyHxwibJa BCTajga MeXAy HaMU, U €€ TroJI0C 3a3BEHEN, KaK HaTs-
HyTasi TETUBA. — YOUBaTh O€33aIMTHBIX — HE TMO-BOMHCKHU.

KeneBbeBa 3amepra. E€ rma3za meTHyaMch OT BpyHXWIbABI K KaMHIO B MOEU PYyKe, IMOTOM
oOpaTHo.

— JlagHo. — OHa cnpsATaia KMHKaJ B HOXKHBI, HO TTAJIBIIBI €€ I0JIT0O HEe OTITYCKAIM PYyKOSIT.
— Ho kamensb moil.

— Her, — s ckana ero Tak, 4To X0JIOZ IPOHUK B JIaJI0OHb U MOMOJ3 10 BeHaM. — MBI Hallui
€ro TMepBbIMHU.

— Tornma nokaxuTe, 4TO TOCTOWHBI.

— Kak?

— boii.

4 mocmotpena Ha cBou pyku. [Tycteie. Beciomoninsie. be3 kunxkana, 6e3 meva, 63 Maruu.

— 4 He ymero nparbes.

— Torma ympu.

BpyHxwibaa marnyna Briepén, 3acioHsist MeHst codoi. E€ meu nomHsics.

— 4 6yny npatbest 3a He€.

— D70 He Mo MpaBUIaMm.

— D70 10 MpaBWjiaM YeCTH.

7/KeHeBbeBa yCMEXHy/1aCh — KPUBO, C TOPEYBIO.

— Jlagno. TBos B3s1a.

Omna pasBepHyJiach U YIIUIa, pACTBOPUBIIKCH B CEPOM CyMpake Jieca ObicTpee, YeM s ycresa
BBIJJOXHYTb.

S BeigoxHyna. [Ipoxksb MpoILIa Mo TeJay — OT NajbLeB 10 3aThUIKA, OT 3aThUIKA A0 MATOK.

— Crnacu6o, — ckazana s bpyHxube.

— He 6narogapu. — Ona yOpana Med B HOXHBI, 1 JIE3BUE IIEIKHYJIO, 3aKpbIBasich. — 51 He
pamu Teds1.

— A paau koro?

— Panu ce6s. Eciu Obl 51 o3BOMMIA el yOUTh TeOs, 1 Obl HUYEeM He OTIMYaliach OT TOTO, KTO
youn Kpucrammio.

Ona ynuta — TsOKENBIM, YBEPEHHBIM IT1aroM, He OIJIsiAbIBasiCh. BETBU CMBIKAHCh 32 €€ CIIMHOM,
KaK BOJla HaJl YTOIVIEHHUKOM.

4 ocranack ¢ KAMHEM B pyKe.

— Tloiném, — ckazaina s Cenecre. — Hy)XHO BEpHYTbCs IO 3aKara.

keksk

Ha BbIxone u3 sieca Hac BCTpeTUI UMIIEPATOP.

OH cTOs11 y BOPOT, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha Ipyau. Psgom — maructp AcTop U Tpoe CTPaKHUKOB C
aneGapramu. He6o 3a MX cmiiHaMu OKPacuioch B OarpoBbIii — 3aKaT MpUOIMKaIIC.

— TbI HalLTa KaMeHb? — CIPOCUJI OH, IJISI/IS HA MEHS.
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— He 1, a MbI.

— Tlokaxu.

S poTsAHy/Ia KaMEHb.

OH B35 ero, MOBepTe B NaJiblax, MOAHEC K cBeTy (pakena. [Torom ycMexHyJicss — XOJIOIHO,
0e3paIoCcTHO.

— DTO HE TOT KaMeHb.

— Kak? — y MeHsI BHYTpH BC€ 000pBaJIOCh.

— Hacrosimuii cBetutcst KpacHsIM. DTOT — ronmyooi. [lognenka.

S moxosnopena Tak, 4To, Ka3ajaoCh, KPOBb 3aCThUIA B KUJIaX.

— Kro-10 nonmenu ero?

— W Th1 ommmobnace.

— $1 He onmmGnace. OH cBeTusICA B TpaBe. [ oyObIM. S BUiea CBOMMU IIa3aMH.

— 3HauuT, KTO-TO nogMeHmI1. — OH OpOCHIT KaMeHb Ha 3eMJTI0, U TOT YKATUJICA B TTbLIb, TTOTe-
PABIIUCH CPE/I CEPhIX KaMHEN MOCTOBOM. — BBl Mpoluim UcTibiTaHe — BEpHY/IUCh KUBbIMU. Ho
He Hauu apredakTt. HUKTO He MoyyduT npeuMyIiecTBa.

— A XKenesbepa? bpynxuibaa?

— Onu He HalwM HU4Yero. BepHyJuch ¢ myCThIMU pyKaMH.

— 3Ha4uT, BCE BEPHYJIUCh?

Nmnieparop nomosyait. Ilotom ckazasl THXO — TakK THUXO, UTO s €Ba PACCIbIIIaa;

— He Bce.

A nocmorpena Ha jiec. YEpHbIe AepeBbs CTOSIA HEIBUKAMO, KaK CTPaKU Y BXOJA B IIPEUCTION-
HIOIO.

— Kr10?

— IIpunuecca Urnnc.

— Yro c Hei?

— E¢ nanumu B oBpare. B cta marax ot tporsl. [lles ciomana. — Ero rooc 6pu1 pOBHBIM, HO 51
3aMeTrIa, KaK HalpsITJIUCh €r0 YeTIOCTH — KeJIBaKW 3aXOWIN o] Koxkell. — HecuacTHeii cityyai.

BuyTpu MeHs Bc€ obopBasiock. Bropas cmepts. IrHuc — orHeHHast, aep3Kas, OeccTpariHasi.
Crnomana memo B oBpare. Kak 6yaTo mpocTo CIOTKHYJIACh.

Kaxk Oyaro.

— W yomiicTBO, — cKazaia 1.

— W yowuiicTBO, — cornacuiicst oH. — $1 uy.

— Bub1 nmere, a Mbl ymupaeM. Chauana Kpucranus. Teneps Urnuc. Kro cnenyrommuit? Cene-
cra? KeneBbeBa? A7

— 4 He 3Hal.

— Bbl umneparop. Bel JOJIKHBI 3HATB.

OH nocMoTpeJ1 Ha MeHs JIONTUM B3[JIsiIoM. B ero riazax MeabKHYJIO 4TO-TO — HE TO THEB, He
TO ycTasoctb. VI, MOXeT ObITh, cTpax. Takou ke, Kak y MeHsl.

— Wmm, — ckazan on. — Otpixaid. 3aBTpa OyieT HOBOE UCITBITAHUE.

OH ymién, He 1oxkuaasich oteeTa. Ilnany pazseBascs 3a ero CMHOM, Kak KPbLIO HOYHOH MITHITHI.

S ocranace CTOATH y BOPOT.

Jlec monmyast. BetBu He mieBevnch. TeHU 3aCThUIM, KaK HA KApTHUHE.

— Kro cnenytomuii? — mporentania si B MycToTy.

HukTto He oTBeTHUII.

Cerecra nofionuia v B3siia MeHs 3a pyKy. E€ masbiisl ObLTH XOJIOIHBIMY, KaK JIEM.

— Nném, — ckazana ona. — 31ech OOJIbIIE HEYETO IeJIaTh.

MBpI o K ABOpITY. 3a HAIMMU CIIMHAMM JIeC CTOSLT YEPHBIN, Oe3MOJIBHBIN, TOTHBINA TEHEH,
KOTOPBIE, BOBMOXKHO, OBUT TEHSIMU MEPTBBIX TIPUHIIECC.

51 He oGepHyIach.
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Ho noksisiiack cebe — HaTu youuiry.

WNuaue B cnepyiomuil pa3 B oBpare HaiiyT MOE TeJo.
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I'naBa 13. Ilagenue

Cwmeprs npuHIieccsl rauc packosnona asop Hagsoe. OHM MIENTAIMCh O HECYACTHOM CIIydae
— OCTYNMJIaCh, yIajla B OBpar, CBEpHyJia 1e. JIpyrue KJIsamuch, YTo BUAEIU TeHb, CKOJIB3HYBILYIO
MEKIY AEPEBbSIMH, U CIBIIAIA KPUK, OOOPBABIIMICS CIUIIKOM OBICTPO. TpeThH MpocTo MOIYAIN
1 OOSUTHCH, TIOTOMY YTO CTpax CTaJl IJIaBHBIM OOHMTATEIEM STUX CTeH — OH CNaJl B KX/I0W HHUIIE,
AbIIIAT U3 KaXJOHM TPEeIIrHbI, BBICACHIBAJ TEIUIO U3 KAMUHOB.

4l He Bepwta B HecuacTHble citydau. Kpucranuio otrpaBrim Ha 6aiy, cpeay coteH rocteil. Uraumc
ylajia B JIecy, IJie Kax/Iplid 1I1ar MOT cTaTh NOCJAeJHUM. [IBe cMepTH 3a Heckosbko JHel. Hu onHoit
ymuku. Hu otHOTO cBUIeTeNs1, KOTOPBII Bujies Obl uiio youinsl. Tombko crpax. TonbKko mapaHoiis,
KOTOpasi pa3pacrayiach, Kak IJIECEHb BO ThME.

— Jlucca, — cnpocuia s, Korjaa BepHyJiach B IOKOU NOCIIE OOBSBIEHUS] PE3YyJIbTaTOB OXOTH,
— 4t0 roBopsAT 00 UrHuc?

— T'oBopaT, oHa noccopuitack ¢ ’KeHeBbeBOM Mepeji BBIXOIOM, — CITy’KaHKa TOBOpHJIa LIENO-
TOM, OYATO CTEHBI MOIJIMA BBHIAATh €€ ciioBa BparaM. — ClIbIIIany HECKONBKO 4esioBeK. JKeHeBbeBa
yrpoxana eil. 'pomko, npu cBUIETENSAX.

— JKeHeBbeBa yrpoxaer BceM. JTO HE JOKa3aTeIbCTBO.

— A ewi€ roBopAT, uTo repuor TOpHBY[ €1I€ 10 Hayajla OXOTbl HHTEPEeCcoBaJICs, KTO U3 IPHUH-
LieCC MOUJET B KaKyI0 cTOpoHY. OH NOAXOOWII K CTPaKHUKaM, K CIIyraMm, K erepsm. 3aiaBaj BOIIPOCHI.
3aroMuHaJ OTBETBHI.

Sl HanpsArack. Xoa0q0K npoOesxall 1o CIMHE, XOTs B KOMHATE MOJIbIXaJl KaMUH.

— Kro emy ckazan?

— He 3na10. Ho ciyru menyyTcs, 4To y Hero Be3jie CBOM Iila3a M yuii. YTo oH 3HaeT o JBopLe
Ooble, YeM uMmIeparop. I'oBopAT, Jaxe CTeHbl UIMEIOT YILH, KOrja IepLor IIemyer.

— 3HauuT, OH MOT 3HaTh, rae Oyaer Urnuc. Y noacrpouts najgeHue.

— Wi npocro Habmonars, — Jlucca nmoxasa rjedamu, HO B e€ Iia3ax 3acTbul yxac. — OH
Bceraa HaOmopnaer. [lake Korga Kaxercs, 9To OH CMOTPHT B JPYTYIO CTOPOHY.

4 3apymanace. ['epuor. Cecrnms. ’KeHeBbeBa. Y kaxaoro 6bi1 MOTHB. HO y KOro — BO3MOX-
HOCTh? V1 KTO BBHIMTPAET, e Bce HEBECTHI YMPYT 110 cBagpObl? KTo csiziet Ha TPOH, eciii uMIepaTop
ocTaHeTcs 0e3 HaceaHULIbl?

— 3aBTpa 5 N0ii 1y B TaliHYI0 OMOIMOTEKY, — CKa3aJa 51, MpruHUMasi perenne. — HykHo HaiiTn
3anucy JInnansl. MokeT ObITh, OHA YTO-TO 3HaJIa O repuore. M o Tom, KTO 32 BCEM 3TUM CTOMT.

— Bame BricouecTBO, 310 Oe3ymue, — Jlucca modneHena Tak, 4To BECHYIIKH Ha €€ JInie
CTaJIu MOXokH Ha nenei. — Ilocne cmepru Urnuc nBopen KUIIUMT cTpakHUKaMu. MiMmieparop npu-
Ka3aJl yCMJIMTh natpyau. Bac moryt 3ametuts. U Toraa...

— Tem Oonee. HukTo He oxkuaaet, 4to s none3y B OMOIMOTEKyY ceifuac, Koraa Bee KAYT, UTO 5
Oyay CUIeTh THXO U O0sThCs. YOUiilla KIET, UTO s CIIPSYYCh. A 5 IOHAY Tyaa, KyJa OH He TIoCMeeT
CYHYThCH.

Jlucca B3110XHY1a, HO CIOPUTH He cTasia. OHa y:Ke MOHsJIa — MEHsI HEBO3MOKHO IlepeyOeuTh,
Korza f 4ro-1o pemwia. OHa JIMIIb NEPEKPECTUIIACH STUM CTPAHHBIM CBOMM JKECTOM.

keksk

Houb BbIIAsIacCh TEMHOM, Kak JHO Kosoaua. JIyHbl CripsATanuch 3a TSAKETBIMA Ty4aMH, KOTO-
pble TIPUTHAJI BETEP C CeBEpa — XOJIOAHBIIA, KOMIOUMH, TAaXHYIIUA CHETOM, XOTS 0 3UMBI OBLIO eI
nanexo. §l Kpanach MO KOpHIOpaM, CIMBAsICh C TEHSMHM, CTapasch He cTydaTh KaOmykamu. Cepare
KOJIOTWJIOCH TJIE-TO B TOpJie, M Kak/Iblil IOPOX Ka3aJics IaraMmu cTpaku. Kakaplil CKpHIT MOJOBULIbI
— OKPHUKOM KapayJbHOrO.
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41 BbIOpana BpeMsi Mekly CMeHaMH Kapay/ia — Jlucca pasy3Haia, Korga CTPaXHUKU YXOHST
Ha yXkuH. [lecaTh MUHYT THIIHMHBL. JlecsiTh MUHYT, YTOOBI IPOOpPAThCs B 3amagHoe Kpbuto. [ecsTsb
MUHYT, OTAEJISIOMUX MEHsI OT MPaB/bl — WU OT CMEPTH.

3anagnoe Kpbu1o. Ctapsiil roOesieH ¢ OXOTHUYbEH CIIEHOM, KOTOPBIA HUKTO HE TPOTal IECSATH-
neTusiMU. $1 OTOIBHHYIA TKAHb — TIBLIb TOJIETENa B JIMIIO, 3allIeKOTalIa HO3/1pH — HaXkasa Ha MOoTai-
HOH pblyuar, TOT camblid, KOTOPBIA Haluia B mponuislii pa3. CteHa OECIIyMHO OThexajia, OTKpbIBast
YEPHBII 3€B JIECTHULIBL. VI3 MPOEMa MaxHYJIO MbLIbIO, CHIPOCTBIO U YEM-TO CJIAJKOBATHIM — 3aIlaXoM
CTapbIX TPaB, KOTOPBIE KJIaJIM MEXKIY CTPAHULIAMH, YTOOBI OTITYTHYTh XKYKOB. M eIé yeM-To — xeJe-
30M? KpOBbI0? — 1 HE CTaJla BCIYILIMBATHCS.

BHu3y 51 3akra Maruveckuii (hoHapb, KOTOpbI Jan MHe Actop. CBeT ObUT TYCKJIBIM, JKEJITO-
BaThIM, €/IBa JIOCTATOUYHBIM, YTOOBI HE CIIOTKHYTHCSI O CTYIIEHH, HO JIyule, 4eM Huuero. CTeuiaku
YXOZIWJIM BBEPX, TEPSISICh B TEeMHOTE. THICSYM KHUT, CBUTKOB, KapT. MoTyaJiMBbie CBUIETEN BEKOB.
MoOruibIKy 3a0bITHIX TAlH.

S mporna k cyHayky Jlunmansl. OTKpbTa KPHIIIKY — Ta 3aCKpuIiena, OyaTo skatysich Ha Oec-
MOKOWCTBO, Oy/ITO MEPTBAsI UMIIEPATPHLIA HE XOTENA, YTOOBI €€ CEKPETHI TPEBOKILITH.

Sl B3si1a mauKy muceM, NepeBs3aHHbIX MIEIKOBOM JieHTou. [lanmbiibl Aposkanu, Korjaa s pa3Bsi-
3piBasia y3ei. [lepBoe mucbMo ObLIO agpecoBaHo uMIieparopy. Jlnnmana nmicana o Jo0BH — UCCTYII-
JIEHHOM, OEe3HAIEKHOM, O CTpaxe — JIMIKOM, KaK CMOJIa, O TIPOKJISITUH, KOTOPOE BUCENIO HaJl HUMH
oboumu. Hudyero HOBOro — o ke, 4To s yXke YuTaia B THEBHUKE.

Bropoe — moapyre. JKanoOsl Ha OMUHOUYECTBO, HA TOCKY IO JIOMY, Ha TO, YTO OHA HE MOXKET
JOBEpSATH Jake CIykKaHKaM, TIOTOMY UYTO KaX[ash MOKET OKa3aThCsl IIMHOHOM. «$5l CUMTAI0 JIOKKH
niepe]; CHOM, — THcasia OHa. — YToObI 3HATh, HE OTPABIIIN JI MEHSI».

TpeTtbe... TpeTbe ObUTO Oe3 moanucu. bymara rpy0Oasi, reméBasi, He Takas, Kak OCTaJIbHble —
cepasi, C pBaHBIMH KpasiMu. M ouepk Jpyroii — TOPOIUIUBBIA, HEPBHBIH, Oy/ITO MUCABIININ OOsLICS,
YTO €ro 3aCTaHyT, YTO MEPraMeHT BBIPBYT U3 PYK, YTO CBEYA MOTACHET CJMIIKOM PaHo.

«A 3Haro, umo 6wl 3a0ymanu. Ecau 66l mponeme umnepamopa, s pacckaxcy 6cé. Y mens ecmo
Odokazamenvcmea. Bawiu aroou cayorcam éam, HO oHu He Oe3monsubl. A eudena, KaK OHU NPUXOOUNU
Houbto. A 3Haro ux umena. Ecau co mMHoli umo-mo cayuumces, 3mu UMeHa CMmaHym u3eecmHul mem,
Kmo He noooumcs 206opums. A écé 3anucana. A ecé cnpamana. Huume — He Hatioéme.»

S1 mepeunTaia HeCKOJIBKO pa3. B muckme He ObIJIO UMEHU ajipecaTa, Ho ObLIO sicHO, uTto JIvnana
KOTO-TO IIaHTaxuposaja. Koro-to, kro umen Biactb. Koro-to, y Koro Oblji CBOM JIIOAX BO ABOPIIE.
Koro-To, kKT0O He Oosiyicst yOuBaTh.

I'epuiora? Cecwimio? Mimu KOro-To U3 COBETHUKOB — TeX, KTO CUJUT B TEHW TPOHA U XKJIET,
KOIJ1a UIMIIEPaTOp CHOTKHETCA?

Sl cnpsiTana muckMo 3a masyxy, psjaoMm ¢ cepauemM. OHO ObUIO TEMIBIM — WM 3TO MOSI KPOBb
BIpYT cTajia ropsyei?

N B 3TOT MOMEHT ycIIbIIIIaJIa Iary.

Kt0-TO cryckancs no nectauiie. MenjieHHO, OCTOPOXHO, HO YBEPEHHO — HH CEKYH/IbI COMHe-
HUS1, HA OJIHOTO JIMIITHEro 3ByKa. He ciyra — cityrv He XOAST Tak TUXO, OHU IIAPKAIOT U KaIUISIOT.
He npunIiecca — y Tex maru jierye, No4YTH HEBECOMBIE, KaK y OajieprH. DTO ObUTH [Iaryd XUIIHUKA.
Toro, KTo NMpUBBLIK OpaTh CBOE.

S meTHynack 3a cresuiax, 3arymuia ¢poHapb. ThMa cTaa a0COMOTHON — TaKOU TJIOTHOM, YTO
sl 9yBCTBOBaJIa €€ KOXel. B 3TOl TeMHOTE KaX bl 3BYK Ka3aJICs OTTYIIMTEIbHBIM: MOE IbIXaHUEe —
KaK BeTep B yliesbe, OueHue cepaia — Kak 6apadaH mepes Ka3HbIo.

Maru npubmkamics. B mpoxoze nokasasnack ¢purypa. Beicokasi, B TEMHOM IUIalle ¢ Karomo-
HOM, CKPBIBAIOITMM JIAIO. YeTIoBeK OCTaHOBUJICA y CyHIyKa JInnmaHsl, 3aMep Ha MrHOBEHHE, OyITO
MIPUCITYIIUBASICh K TUIIIMHE.

— ¢ 3Ha10, UTO THI 3/1€Ch, — CKa3aJI OH. [ 0JI0C HU3KUH, C XPHUITOTIION, KOTOPYIO s y3HasIa Obl U3
ThICsTuM. [0510C YenoBeka, KOTOPBIH CIUIITKOM MHOTO BHJEJ U CJMIIKOM Majio TOBOPUJL. — BbIxoau.
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S He nBUHYMAch. 3aTaniia IbIXaHue, MpUXkKajach CIMHOM K XOJOAHBIM KHUTraM. Koperniku Bru-
BaJIVCh B IMO3BOHOUHUK Yepe3 TOHKYIO TKaHb IJIaThs. Sl Mommiack BceM Ooram, KOTOPBIX HE 3HaJIa,
YTOOBI OH TIPOUIENT MUMO.

— Beixoqu, nnu s BeTanty Te0s cuiioil. — B rosioce mosiBUINCH CTabHbIe HOTKU. — MHe He
XOTeJIOCh OBl JIeNIaTh TO, HO s He OCTaBo TeOs 371ech. He B 3TOT pas.

S1 BBIIOXHYJIA — TUXO, CKBO3b 3yObl — U IarHy/ia u3 yKpbitus. CBeTa He ObLJ10, HO 51 YyBCTBO-
BaJia ero B3MJISIT — TSIKENbINA, M3YJAIONINN, KaK PUKOCHOBEHHE JIe3BHSI.

— I'eprior, — ckazana s, crapasich, 4TOOBI TOJIOC He ApOXka. — Bbl MeHS BbICTISAMIIN?

— Ilpunnecca, — on He yauBuics. CoBceM. — 4 sxnan Teds. 3Hau, 4To Tl Npuaenb. Jlio6o-
MBITCTBO — TBOS ¢/1adbocTh. Y TBOSI cuma.

— Cnequm?

— HoranasBacs. Trl MOOOMBITHA, KaK KOIIKA. DTO MOryOUT TeOsI paHO WJIH MO3/IHO.

— A BbI? YTO BHI 311€CH Jenaere?

— Wy 1o *e, uro u Thl. [IpaBay.

— O Jlunuaue?

— O 3aroBope, KOTOphbI# cTapiiie He€. KoTopslil TSHETCs uepe3 BeKa, Kak THujIasi HUTb.

On nopomén onmmxe. f 3axkmia hoHaph — TYCKJIBIA CBET YIaJl HA €ro JIMIIO, BhIPE3aHHOE W3
KaMHSI: OCTpPbIE CKYJIbI, ITTyOOKHE MOPIIVHEI, TJIa3a, B KOTOPHIX HE YUTAIOCh HU KAJIOCTH, HUA 3JI00BL.
Tonbko ycranocts. beckoHeuHasi, BCENOIJIONIAoNIasi yCTAJIOCTh YeIOBEKa, KOTOPBII HEC Ha IJieuax
CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO TaiH.

— Ortpait muchbMO, KOTOPOE Thl HAIILIA, — CKa3aJl OH, MPOTATUBAS PYKY.

— Her.

— OmHo onacHo. He nns menst — it te0s. s BceX, KTO ero mpounTaert.

— Toraa o6wsicHUTE, YTO B HEM TaKoro oracHoro. [Touemy BBl mpeciieyeTe MeHsl B Io3eMe-
nbe? [loueMy He ckazayii ummnepatopy?

— He 31ech. He ceituac. — OH onIsiHYJICS Ha JIECTHUILY, OYATO KA1 KOTO-TO. — 3/1ECh CIIUIII-
KOM MHOTO yiiieid. Jlake y CTeH eCTh SI3bIKU, KOTJJa pedb UIAET O BJIACTH.

— 4 He otnam.

— I'mynmas neBodka, — OH MOKayas TOJIOBOM, M B 9TOM XecTe ObLIIO CTOJNILKO TOpedH, UTo S
Ha CeKyH/ly MMOUTH MoBepwia eMy. — Thl He IIOHUMAEIIlb, BO YTO BBSI3aj1ach. Thl UTpaeIlb C OTHEM,
KOTOPBIN CKET HE OJHY KU3Hb.

— Torga o6bsacaute. Celuac. 31ech.

— 51 ne mory. He 31ech. He ceituac. — OH pa3BepHYJics, 1Al METHYJICS, KaK KPbLJIO HOYHON
ntuibl. — Ho Geperuck. Te, KTO 4yMTaT 3TO MUCHMO, He JIOKHUBAIH JI0 yTPa.

Own ymén. Illaru 3aTuxJivi Ha JIECTHULIE, TOTOM CTUXJIA COBCEM.

A ocranack CTOATH, MPUKUMAas MUCbMO K Ipyau. Horu nposxanu, pyku Tpsaciauch. «YTo oH 31ech
nenan? 3aueM emy nucbmo? Y moyeMy He 0TOOpasI CUJION — OH CUJIbHEE, Y HerO €CTh JIIOAH, OH MOT 7»

Bormpocos crasio 6oibiiie, uem oTBeToB. ['opaszio Gosblire.

skkook

Hagpepx s momHsimack, Korga Havano cBeratb. Cepblil pacCcBET MPOOMBAJICS CKBO3b BBICOKHE
OKHa, Opocasi Ha TOJT JJTUHHbIE, HCKaXEHHbBIe TeHU. Kopumopsl ObUIH MYCTH — TOJIBKO CTPAKHUKU B
JaJTbHEM KOHIIE, KOTOpPBIE HE 3aMETUJIM MEeHS, VJTU CAeJIali BUJ, YTO HE 3aMETUJIH.

S BepHy/ach B TMOKOM, 3arepiia IBeph Ha 3acoB. Jlucca cuzena B Kpeciie, He pa3fieBasich, C
KWHKaJIOM B PyKe — OHa KJaJla MeHsI BCIO HOYb.

— Jlucca, — mporenTana s1, majgas Ha KpoBaTh, — Tepior Obul B Oudmoreke. OH 3HAeT, 4To
s Tam ObUIA.

— UYro oH czrenan? — oHa mpukajia CBOOOIHYIO PYKY K TPY/IH.

— Huuero. [TpocTo mompocuit oTaaTh MUCEMO. A KOTJIa sl OTKa3aiach, YIIIEN.
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— CrpanHo, — Jlucca Haxmypuiach, OomIOkWIa KuHxal. — OueHb crpaHHo. OH Mor
otoOpath ciiioil. OH cuiibHEe. Y HEero JIOAM B CTPaXKHUKAX.

— 3nauuT, He xorel. M He mor.

— Wnm He xoten ocTaBmATh criefoB. Eciu Ob1 0H yOrI1 Bac B OMOIMOTEKE, 3TO OBLIO OBl CITHITI-
KOM O4eBUAHO. [laxe 115 repuora.

41 He cnana 10 yTpa. B ronoBe kpyTuiIMch MCbMa, roJIoC IepLora, ero cjoBa: « Tel He HOHMMA-
elllb, BO UTO BBSI3aJ1aCh». 5 4YyBCTBOBaJIA, YTO CTOIO HA [TOPOre YEro-To BaKHOTO, HO HE MOIJIa [TOHSITH,
i€ MCKaTh CJeIYIOMiA mar. ThbMa Cryiianach BOKPYT MEHsl, M KaX/blil HOBbI OTBET POKAal Jecs-
TOK BOIIPOCOB.

— JIucca, kto ObLI Onrzke Beex K Jlnnmane?

— E€ cyxanka. Ho oHa mcuesna Bmecte ¢ Hell. ['oBopsT, e€ yomiu, 4ToObl OHA He TOBOPHJIA.
W onHa cOexana ¢ xo3siikoil. HUKTO He 3Haer.

— A KTO U3 HBIHE KUBYIIIUX MOT 3HATh e€?

— Marwuctp Actop. OH CITy)XUT UMIIEpATOpy yXke MAThcoT JieT. OH OblI 3/1ech, Koraa Jlnnuana
*wuiia Bo Bopue. OH Bujes BCE.

— OH MOXeT 3HaTh PaBLIy.

— OH HuKoMy He ckaxeT. — Jlucca nokavasia rosiopoid. — OH BepeH umrneparopy. M o He
TMOOUT TOBOPUTD O TIpoluioM. ['0BOPAT, OH TOKJISICS MOJTYATh.

— Torpa 4 cripolily ummneparopa.

— OH ne orBetut. OH HUKOI/IA HE OTBEUYAET Ha BOMPOCH O JluianaHe. DTo 3ampeTHast Tema.
Haxe npu aBoOpeE.

— Torna s Haiiny apyroii ciocod. Beerna ects npyroit cnocoO.

keksk

YT1pom umneparop coOpait Bcex MPUHIIECC B MaJIOM 3aJie.

Tpayp o Vrauc eme He 0OBbSIBUIIN, HO CJIYTH YK€ CMEHWJIH IIBETHI B Ba3ax Ha OeJIble I —
XOJIOJHBIE, OE3/1yIITHBIE, TAXHYIIKE CMEPThI0. Bo3ayx B 3aJie ObUT CIPECCOBAaHHBIM, KaK IEpeji IPO30ii.

— CeronHs BeUepoM — MaJIblil MPUEM, — CKas3all OH, 0OBOJISI HAC B3IVISIOM, B KOTOPOM HE
ObLIO HU Karut Teria. — Bol Oyzete oOmarbest ¢ npuaBopHbIMU. [TokaxkeTe, 9To JOCTOMHBI TPOHA.
Yro cMmepTh HE CIIOMMJIA Bac.

— Tlocne nByx cmepreii? — cripocuiia 7KeHeBbeBa, HE CKpbIBasi capka3zMma. E€ ronoc 3BeHen,
KaK HaTsSHyTas CTPyHa.

— Iocne AByx cMepTeid BBl JOIKHBI ITOKa3aTh, YTO He bonTtech. — VMrieparop caenain naysy,
Y TUILIMHA CTaJla TUIOTHOM, Kak Bojia. — CTpax — IUIOXOM COBETUUK. Tpyc HE MOXKET ITPaBUTh. A BbI
— Oynymume umneparpuipl. M MEpTBble puHIIeCCH. Beioupaiite.

A 3amernna, kak Cecusinsi CMOTPUT Ha MeHs. B3misig XOMoAHBIN, IPUCTAJIbHBIN, KaK Yy 3Men
niepen OpockoM. OHa cTosiIa y KOJIOHHBI, iepeOupast Beep, 1 e€ Majblibl ABUTAIUCH CITUIIIKOM OBICTPO
— HEPBHO, CYJIOPOXKHO.

[Nocne cobpanust oHa nojpomuia Ko MHe. Bin3ko — cauimkom 6nu3Ko. 51 ayBcTBOBasIa 3amax eé
JOYXOB — PO3bl ¥ UTO-TO TOPbKOE, MUH/IAJILHOE.

— Tw1 ObiTa B OUMOMMOTEKE, — CKa3ajia OHA THXO, TIOYTH He pazkumas ryd. E€ romoc Obut
IIEIOTOM, HO B HEM CJIBIIIIAIach CTajib. — 51 3HaI0.
— Cnequm?

— V¥ meHs Bese maza. — OHa yCMeXHyJIach — XOJIOAHO, 0e3paiocTHO. — Thl He MOXKeEIllb
chenaTh 1mar, yToObl 51 He y3Hasa. Tl He MOKeIllb B3OXHYTh, YTOOBI KTO-TO HE JIOHEC.

— Yt0 BaM HYkHO?

— Ipenynpeauts. I'epuor onacen. He nosepsii emy. OH He TOT, KeM Kaxercs. HUkTo u3 Hac
HE TOT, KEM KasKeTcsl.

— A Bam J10BepAThH?
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— Mmue — Her. — OHa OTKpbLJIa Beep, CIpsATaia JUIOo 3a KpyxeBoM. — Ho 51 XOTs1 ObI He BpY.
4 e yousamw. 1 npocro HaOmonawo. 1 xmy.

Ona ymuia, octaBuB nociie cedsl 3amax po3 U 4ero-To TopbKOro — Kak MUH/IA/Ib, KaK TpeIdyB-
CTBUE CMEPTH.

S ocranack crosTh B pactepsiHHOCTH. «Cecuius mpeaynpexaaer o repuore. ['epuor npemy-
npexaaer o nucbMe. Komy Beputs? M He BepUTh HUKOMY 7»

keksk

BeuepoM — maitblil mpuEM.

3a yromna B CBeTe COTEH CBeve. 30J10Thle KaHAe sI0pbl OTPaXaIuCh B YEPHOM MPAMOPHOM
T0JTy, CO3JaBast UJUTIO3UIO, YTO MbI TAHITyeM Ha 3BE3AHOM Hebe. [IprBopHbIe B POCKOIIHBIX HAPSIAX,
TIOCJTHI B HAIMOHAJIBHBIX KOCTIOMaX, BOCHAYIBHUKHY B MAPAJHBIX MyHIUPaX — BCE OHU YJIbIOAJIHCh,
KJIQHSUTUCh, TIenTanuch. Ml H1 ofHa yibIOKa He Obuta UCKpeHHed. Hu ofH B3MIsiT — OTKPBITHIM.

N cemb npuHLiecc — yxe He ceMb. Kpucramusa u Mrauc ocranucs B mpouutom. VIx moprperst B
rajepee 3aTsHyJIM YEPHBIM KPEoM, U MHE Ka3aJIoCh, YTO UX IJ1a3a CIEAAT 32 MHOM M3-TI01 Tpay pHOU
TKaHU.

41 uyBcTBOBasTa Ha cede B3mIsAAbL. KTO-TO Kasesn, KTo-To 0osiyics, KTO-TO HeHaBuae. 1 mporuia
K CTOJTy, B3sila OOKas ¢ BOJOM — BHHO IMUTh HE XOTeN0Ch. CIMIIIKOM MHOTO $/1a pa3iuTo B 3THUX
CTEHax.

— Baine BricouecTBO, — pazjajicsi rojaoc 3a CHUHOM.

51 obepryack. Mosonoli JIopa ¢ pychiMU BOJIOCAMH ¥ OJIEIHBIM JIMIIOM — Takoe OJie/iHoe,
YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, OH HE CIaJl HECKOJIbKO HOouel. B ero mazax — HanpsikeHue. Pyku npoxar, XOTs OH
cTapaeTcsi UX CIpsITaTh.

— BrineiiTe 3a 3710poBbe UMIIEPATOPA, — OH MPOTSIHYJI MHE OOKaJl ¢ BUHOM. BUHO ObLIO TEMHO-
PYOMHOBBIM, MAXJI0 BUIIHEH — CJIa/KO, TPUTOPHO.

S B3sima 6okan. [TocMotpena Ha jopma. OH He mwt. Tombko cMoTpen. B rmasax — 4ro-To,
noxosxee Ha crpax. M Ha coxanenue.

— A BbI? — cripocuna 1.

— 41 yxe i, — OH yJIBIOHYJICA. YIIBIOKa OblIa CIMIIKOM IIMPOKOM, CIMIITKOM (DaJIbIIABOM.
VpiOKa yenoBeKka, KOTOPbIA BPET U 3HAET, YTO €r0 MOTYT PaCKyCHTb.

— Torna BhInElTE CO MHOM. 3a KOMIIAHUIO.

On no6rennen enié cuibHee. 3amsiics. [1oToM B3s1 O cToIa qpyroi O0Kal U OTIWII TJIOTOK.
Ero pyka apoxaina. BuHo nponuiioch Ha MaHXeTy.

S cnenana Buj, uro moBepuia. [locraBuia cBoi GOKaJ Ha CTOJ.

— Yro-1o0 He xouercs. ['onoBa 6onmuT.

Jlopn népHyscs, OyaTo ero yaapuiy.

— Ho, Barie BbIcOYECTBO, 9TO 00M/A IS UMIIepaTopa. Bl JOKHBI BBIIIUTH 3a €ro 3[J0POBbE.

— Wmnepatop He 0OMKaeTcsi Ha TeX, KTo OepekET CBOIo Ku3Hb. — $1 oTBepHynacs. — [lepe-
JaiTe eMy MOU U3BUHEHUSI.

S1 oTonuia K OKHY, UyBCTBYSl Ha CIIMHE €ro B3I, JIucca TyT e oKa3anach psijioM.

— IIpoBepb BUHO B TOM OOKaje, — HIENHYJIa 51, He 000paunBasiCh.

Jlucca ncuesna, pactBopuiiach B Tonre. BepHynack yepe3 MuUHYTY — OreiHast, C TPSCYIIUMUCS
pyKamu.

— 4n, Bame BeicouecTBO. ToT ke, yro youn Kpucrammio. 3BE3qHast TUmsl.

— Kro 3tot nopn?

— Jlopn Moprton. [Tnemsuuauk nequ Cecuum.

S moxononena. Io cnimHe mpo6exka Xono, KOTOPIA He MMeJT HUYEero OOIIero ¢ TeMIeparypoit
B 3as1e. 3HauuT, Cecuus neltajlach OTpaBUTh MeHs. VM e€ nmoacTaBiisiioT — CHOBa, Kak MOJCTaB-
nsmu Cenecty.

— Bainie BpIcOUECTBO, BBI CIIMIIIKOM JAOBEPUMBHI, — Tporientana Jlucca.
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— 4 ne noBepumBa. S mpocto He xouy omMONTHCS. CIUIIKOM MHOTO TeHel. CIIUIITKOM MHOTO
OTpaKeHUI.

S mocmotpena B cropony Cecwinu. Ta crosiia y okHa, pasroBapuBajia ¢ nociom u3 Bepo-
Huu. CriokoiiHasi, KpacuBasi, cMepTesibHast. E€ 1o He Beipakaao HU4Yero, KpoMme cKyku. MueanbHas
Macka.

— He cnyckaii ¢ He€ a3, — ckazaina s Jlucce.

— A BHI?

— A g novigy nposeTpioch. CIUIIKOM AYILHO.

41 BeINILTA U3 3a71a. B Kopuaope ObUIO MPOXJIATHO — CKBO3HSK TYJIST MEXy KAMEHHBIX CTEH,
racui (pakensl. 1 HarpaBuiIach K JIECTHUIIE, Beqyllel B HKHUE X0t HyxHo Obuto cobparbest ¢
MbIcTsIME. Hy:XHO OBUIO TIOHSITH, YTO JIe/IaTh JajiblIle.

JlectHuiia Obl1a MUPOKOUM, MPAMOPHOM, ¢ KOBaHBIMU repuiiaMu. CTyNeH YXOAWIM BHU3, B
noxympak. BHU3Y ropeio HecKoJbKo (hakesioB, oTOpackiBasi HA CTEHBI TUIAIIYIIUE TCHU.

Sl cpenana nmepBbIit MIar.

Bropoii.

Tperuii.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT YbH-TO PYKHU TOJIKHYJIM MEHS B CIIMHY.

Tom4oK ObUT CUTBHBIM, HEOKUIAHHBIM, pacCUMTaHHBIM. He COTKHYIach — MeHS TOJIKHYIIH.
4 moyyBCTBOBAJIA JIAJOHU MEKAY JIONIATOK, KECTKUE, yBepeHHbIe. [lotepsina paBHoBecue. 1o ymen
U3-TI071 HOT.

Bpems pactsHy0ch, Kak pe3uHa.

Sl nerena BHU3 JIMIIOM, M KaXJasi CTyNeHb MPUOIMKAIACh C YYJOBUITHON MeJIEHHOCTbIO. S1
BUJI€Ia MPaMOPHBIE TUIUTBI, TPELMHBI MEK/1y HUMU, IIbUIb B yriax. Clipliiana, Kak KpUK 3aCTpeBaeT
B ropJie, He ycrieBasi BRIpBaThCs HapyKy. UyBcTBOBasa, Kak BO3yX CBUCTUT B YIIIax.

«3TO KOHEell», — ycresa noaymarh s. — «Bropas nomnsiTka. Teneppb ynanach».

Ho B cnenytomuii MUT MpoCTPaHCTBO MEPE0 MHOUM COIPOTHYJIOCH.

Bo3nyx BCIbIXHYN cepeOpOM — OCIIENUTEIbHBIM, KUBBIM, MYJIbCUPYIONM. V3 HIOTKy/1a BO3-
HUKJa urypa. Beicokasi, B 4épHOM MyHAMPE, C KeJIe3HOM KOPOHOH Ha rojose. MiMmnepatop.

OH nosiBUJICS MEkK1y MHOH U MOJIOM — MaTepUaIM30BaJICSl U3 Maruu, U3 BO31yXa, U3 caMOi
TbMBI. Ero pyku oOXBaTvivM MeHs Mpex[e, YyeM s ycrena yIapuTbesi 0 KamMeHb. CUIIbHBbIE, TETUIBIE,
kuBble. OHM TIOMMAJIM MEHsI 32 CEKyH[y JI0 TOTO, KaK CMEpTb ycrieaa Obl COMKHYTh YEJTIOCTH.

4l ynana Ha HEro — BceM TeJioM, BceM BecoM. OH mokauHyscs, HO ycrosul. [Ipuxan mMeHs K
ce0e Tak KpemnkKo, 4To s Clblaia OMeHUe ero cepiia — pPOBHOE, CIIOKOWHOE, XOTSI MOE, Ka3aJloch,
TOTOBO OBLJIO BBITIPHITHYTh U3 TPY/IH.

— Tuie, — nporenrtan OH MHE B BoJlockl. — Tue. 4 31eck.

S He morna roBoputs. He mMoria apimars. Tonbko 4yBCTBOBaJla €r0 PyKM — Ha CIIMHE, HA
TaJIMH, Ha 3aTblIke. OHU JepiKajii MeHsI Tak, OyATo 51 OblIa €JMHCTBEHHOW peaslbHOM BEIIbIO BO BCEM
MHUpe.

— Bbl... — nipoxpunena g. — Kak BbL... OTKyJa...

— 4 mouyBcTBOBaN, — cKaszas oH. — Korma te6s TonkHymu. 1 mouyBcTBOBaI TBOM cTpax. OH
yZAapuJI 1o MHe, Kak MOJIHUSA. $1 mepeMecTuiics 4yepe3 Marvio KpoBu. DTO 3arpeléHHbpli putyai. O
crous1 MHe vactu cuiisl. Ho g yenen.

OH He oTmycKas1 MeHsl. §l He TbITaiach BRICBOOOAUTHCS. MBI CTOSUTH Ha JIECTHHIIE, OOHSIBIIKCh,
a CBepXy JIOHOCHJIaCh MY3bIKa, CMEX, 3BOH OOKaJIOB — JKM3Hb IPOJIOIKATIACh TaM, HaBEpXY, HE 3ame-
yasi, 4TO TOJIbKO YTO CMEPTh MPOIILIa B MUJUIMMETPE OT MEHSI.

— K10? — cnipocun oH, 1 B ero rojioce 3a3BeHes metaul. — KTo TonkHyn?

— He 3naro. 4 He Bugena. C3aau.

— 4 naiiny. — OH oTcTpaHuJIcs, 3arisHyJ MHE B JIMLO. Ero rmasa ropesiv — He THEBOM, YeM-
TO ApyrumM, 6onee riayookum. — KissHych TpoHOM. $1 Haiimy U yobio.
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— BoI He MokeTe yOuTh Oe3 10Ka3aTe/IbCTB, — MpOIIenTaia 1. — Bbl caMy TOBOPHIIH.

— Mory. Eciu mocmetot TpoHyTh TeOs1 — Mory. U Oyny.

OH B3sUT MeHS 32 PYKy W IOBET BBEpX IO JIECTHUIIE, MAMO 3aMepIIUX CTPaXKHUKOB, MHMO
BHITAPAIIMBIINX TJIa3a CIYT. B 3a1 MBI He BEpHYJIMICh — OH CBEPHYJI B OOKOBOW KOPHUJIOP, B MaJIbI
KaOWHeT.

Tam OH ycaut MeHsI B KPecJio, HaJIWJT BOJIBI, 3aCTaBIJI BBITUTh. CaM ceJl HalpOTHB, HEe CBOJIS
C MEHs IJ1a3.

— CeromHs1 HOYBIO THI OyJIEIIIb CIIaTh B MOMX TIOKOSIX, — cKas3ausl oH. He cripocuit — ckazai.

— Yr0? — 4 nonepxHyJach BOAOU. — DTO HEMPUIMYHO.

— 310 6e3omacHo. — Ero ronoc He Tepries1 Bo3pakeHni. — HUKTO He rmocMeeT HamacTh Ha
TeOs1 TaM. HUKTO He CMOXeT 1axe MpUOTU3UThCS.

— A d4r0 ckaxet ABop?

— JIBop Oynet momuate. Mnmu ympér. MHe Bc€ paBHO.

— A Cecwima?

— Mmue meBath Ha Cecummio. — OH mofmommen Onvke, cell Ha Kpail cTolna, I Ha MeHs
CBepXy BHU3. — S He MOTy MOTepATh e OIHY.

— Eme onny?

On He otBetwi1. Ho s monsina.

— 4 He 6010ch. — OH TIPOBEN PYKOU IO JIMITY — KECT YCTAJIOCTH, KOTOPBIN OH pefiko cede
NO3BOJIsUI. — I MpOCTO HE X04y NMOBTOpPeHUs. He Xouy cMOTpeTh, Kak yMUPAET €IlI€ OJUH YeJIOBEK,
KOTOPBII... KOTOPBI MHE He Oe3pa3iIyeH.

— 4 He ympy, — cKka3zaJia 51, 1 B MOMX CJIOBax IPO3ByYaJla YBEPEHHOCTb, KOTOPO 51 HE UyB-
cTBOBasa. — ¢ kuBy4as. JInucca roBOpur.

— Jlucca ymHas neymika. — OH mouTu yabiOHycsa. — Ho nake kuByumx yOuBaioT, eciiu
JOCTAaTOYHO CTApaIOTCSl.

— Toraa moMorute MHe HAUTH YOUTITY.

— Tlomory. — OH BcTam, npoTsaHyJ MHe pyky. — Mném. TeGe HyKHO OTIOXHYTh. 3aBTpa
OyneT HOBbIi ieHb. 1 HOBOE UCTIBITAaHUE.

S B3sna ero pyky. Ero nanslipl COMKHYJIMCh BOKPYI MOMX — TEILIBIE, HAJEKHBIE.

Mpi1 BoiM 13 KabuHeta. Kopugops! Obuti mycThl. TONMBKO TEHU TUISICAIM HA CTEHaX, U MHE
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO CPEeId HUX — OJJHA, JIUIIHASA, KOTOpasi CJIEIUT 3a KaKAbIM HAIIMM LIaroM.

keksk

Houb B nMIiepaTopckux Mokosix Oblia CTPAaHHOM.

KomHata oka3zayiacb HEOKMIAHHO CKPOMHOW — HUKAKOW POCKOIIH, TOJIbKO MAacCUBHAsl KO-
BaThb 1071 OaJIIAXMHOM, KaMUH, B KOTOPOM TMOTPECKUBAJIU JJPOBa, U OOJBIIIOE OKHO C BUAOM Ha JBE
ayHbl. KpacHyio 1 3en€éHyio. OHU CMOTpeI Ha MEHsl, Kak JiBa I71a3a, KOTOpble HUKOTja He 3aKpbIBa-
I0TCS1.

OH cnan B Kpecje y KaMHMHa, He pa3/ieBasich, MOJIOKMB PYKU Ha MOIJIOKOTHUKU. f] nexana Ha
KpOBaTH, IJIs/1sl B TIOTOJOK, T/l ObUTH BhIpe3aHbl 3BE3/bI. HacTosmme 3BE3/1b1, U3 YEPHOTO JiepeBa,
MHKPYCTHPOBAHHbBIE CEPeOPOM.

— BbI He cniute? — cripocusia s TUXO, YTOObI He HApyIaTh TUIIUHY.

— 4 He cIuT0 yXe TpUCTa JIeT, — OTBETWJ OH, He OTKpbIBas I71a3. ['onoc ero 3Byvas riyxo,
Oy/TO U3 TITyOOKOro KOJIOAIIA.

— Hukorga?

— Penko. CHbl mutoxue.

— O Jlunmane?

On =e orBeTw1. Jlojiro Moyal, U s yxke pelinia, YTo OH He CKaKeT HUYEro.

— O Heii, — npousHéc oH HakoHel. — U o apyrux. O Tex, Koro s He CMOT' CIacTH.

— Bui e€ mo6unm, — ckazana 1. — [Mo-HacTosmemy.
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— JIo6un. U ona ymepra.

— TMoatomy Bbl GoHTECH TOOUTH CHOBA?

— 41 He 6otock. — OH OTKpBUI I71a3a, TOCMOTpeN Ha MeHs1. B ero Bamisjue He ObUIO Jibaa —
ObL1a 0071b. — {I MpocTo He X0uy NOBTOpeHus. He Xouy cMOTpeTh, Kak yMHpAeT eIlI¢ O1H YeI0BeK,
KOTOPbI MHE JOPOT.

— A eciu 51 He yMpy? — cIIpocuJIa s, ¥ Ceple 3aMepiio B OKUJAHUU OTBETA.

— Torna nocmoTpuM. — OH 3aKpbUT IM1a3a, ¥ pa3roBop ObUT OKOHYEH.

Sl 3akpblia r1a3a. B rojgose KpyTuimcs ero ciosa, B3, rojgoc. M tonyok B cniuny. U pyky,
MOMMaBIIIMEe MEHS B TIOJIETE.

VYcnyna s o yrpo. M Mue npuchunack Jlnnmana. Kpacuasi, nevasnbHasi, ¢ OMpIO30BBIMH IJ1a-
3aMM — TaKUMHU ke, Kak Y MeHs Teriepb. OHa CTOsijIa Ha JIECTHUIIE — Ha TOW CaMOM, C KOTOPOU MeHsI
TOJIKHYJIM — U CMOTpEJIa BHU3.

— beru, — nipoienrana oHa. — [loka He MO3JHO.

— Kyna? — cnipocuina s Bo cHe.

— Or Hero. Ot Hux. OT BCero 3Toro.

— 4 He mory.

— Torpma ympu.

Omna miarsysa B MycToTy M McYe3Jia, pacTBOPUIIACh B TEMHOTE.

S mpocHysach B XOJIOZAHOM IIOTY.

Psiom Hukoro He 6bu10. Kpecio y kamuHa myctoBasio. ToNbKo Joropaoliiye yriii HAalmOMUHAJH,
YTO 3/1eCh KTO-TO ObUT. TOJNBKO 3arax ero ofieKoJIoHa — KOXa, JbIM, JPEBHsIS Marvsi — OCTaJICS Ha
MOAYIIIKE.

4l cena Ha KpoBaTH, 0OXBATUJIA KOJIEHH PyKaMHU.

«Yro 310 681107 [Ipenynpesxaenue? [TpopodectBo? Wi mpocto kommap?»

41 He 3Haya. Ho onHO 51 moHsia To4HO: BhIOOpa y MeHsl HeT. Tosbko Briepén. ToMbKO BBIKUTD.

[ToTomMy 4TO €ciii 1 yMpy — OH TOTEpSIET EIIE OJIHY.

A s He X04y CTAaHOBUTbHCS €IIIE OJIHOUN TEHBIO Ha €r0 COBECTH.

Bonpoc om aemopa oas kommenmapues:

? DuaHy TOJKHY/IU C JIECTHUILIBI, UMITEPATOP Crac e€ C MOMOIIbIo Maruu KpoBu. Kto 3a atum
crout — Cecuiusi, replor WM KTO-To U3 npuHLiecc? Y nouemy nmmepaTtop Tak pucKyer, UCHOJIb3Ys
3aIpelEHHbIN pUTyan?

## [TummTe B KOMMEHTapusix !
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I'naBa 14. Iloa 3ammroit Umneparopa

VY Tpo B UMIIEPATOPCKUX MOKOAX MPUILLJIO HE CO CBETOM — C CEPOH, JaBsie TuiHou. ComnHie
HE PelInIOCh IPOOUTHCS CKBO3b TSIKENbIE IITOPHI, ¥ B KOMHATE LIAPHJI TIOJIyMPaK, B KOTOPOM KasK1ast
TEHb Ka3aJlaCh )KMBOW, KaXXAbld YTOJ — YKPBITUEM IJI1 HEBUOMMOTO Bpara. S cuaena Ha KpoBaTH,
00XBaTHB KOJICHH PyKaMHM, M CMOTpeJia Ha IyCToe Kpecio y KaMuHa. JJoropatommue yriau ciabo po3o-
BEJIM B IENIEILHON ThMe — IOC/IEAHEE HAIOMUHAHUE O TOM, KTO ITPOBEI 3[€Ch HOUb.

On ymeén. He nonpomanca. He octaBui 3anucky, HA €IMHOTO 3HaKa. TonbKO 3amax ero oge-
KOJIOHA — KOXa, AbIM U JPEBHAS Marus — €IIE AepXkKajcs Ha MOAYIIKE, PACTBOPSACh C KaXIOU
MUHYTOM. S BIbIXaJia ero, Moka oH He ucye3 copceM. [Iotomy 4TO 3TO OBIJIO €JMHCTBEHHOE AOKa3a-
TEJILCTBO, YTO BUEPAIIIHEE CITACEHUE — HE COH.

— Baue BricOUeCTBO, — pasgaics NPUNIYHIEHHBIN OBEPbI0 Tooc JIucesl. OHa He cTydana
IpPOMKO — Oosi1ach NpUBJIeYb BHUMaHKe. — Bbl pocHymuch?

— Jla, — s BcTasa, NompaBWia IJIaThe, B KOTOPOM IPOBeEJIa 3Ty OECKOHEUHYI0 HOub. TKaHb
MOMSUJIACh, BBl HATSHYJIMCh — HO 3TO OBLIO JIydillee TulaThe B MOel u3HH. [lotomy 4uTO s Obuta
B HEM XMBa. — Bxoau.

Jlucca npockosb3Hyna BHYTpb, Kak TeHb, U TYT e 3a7BUHYJa 3acoB. E€ ma3a obexanu KoMm-
HATy — Kpecyo, KaMHH, KPOBaTh — C BhIpaKEHUEM, B KOTOPOM CMEIIAJIHCH JTIOOOMBITCTBO U yXKac.
Byaro oHa oxuaana yBuaeTh 34€Ch Clie[ibl Yero-To OOJIBLIEro, YeM MPOCTO CHACEHHE.

— Bo aBopLe yxe menyyTcs, — cKa3aja OHa, [IoOMOrasi MHE IIPUBECTH OfIEK Ly B MOpsAAoK. Eé
TaJIbLIbI JPO’KaJv, KOTZla OHa IOIpaBJisla BOPOTHHUK.

— O yém? — cripocuiia 41, XOTs 3Haja OTBeT. B 3TOM JBOpILIE BETEp BCeraa Iyl B OAHY CTOPOHY
— TyJa, Ie MaxJjo CKaHJAJIOM.

— O TOM, YTO BBI IPOBEJIX HOYb B IIOKOSIX UMIIEpaTOpa. I 0BOPAT, BbI CTaM €ro (paBOPUTKOM.
— Jlucca noHnsuia ronoc 1o mwenora. — HekoTopble Ha3bIBAIOT BaC «CEAbMON, KOTOpas 3amossia
B IIOCTEJIb K 3BEPIO».

— 910 He Tak. OH npocro 3amunian MeHd. [locne Toro kak MeHs TOJKHYJIU C JIECTHULLBL.

— JIBop He pa3bupaeT OTTEHKOB, Ballle BBIcOUecTBO. 11 HUX Bbl — JII0OOBHHIIA UMIIEPATOPA.
Wnu oxotHuna 3a TpoHoM. Mnu BejbMa, KOTOpasi IpUBOpOXKUIIA ero. BeiOupaiite mo0oe 0OBUHEHUE
— BCE YK€ B XOLy.

51 B3noxHysa. Bo3ayx Bblles U3 JIETKUX ¢ TAKUM YCUJIMEM, OyATO 5 BblIbIXaJla HE ra3, a KyCKU
CBUHIIA. MHe He HyKHbI ObIT HOBbIE Bpar — CTapble yKe CTOSUIA B ouepeau ¢ Hoxxamu. Ho noxoxe,
OHM TIOSIBUJIMCh CaMH COOOM, KaK TpUOBI TOCIIe TOKIS.

— Yro roeopur Cecrima?

— Moumuut. — Jlucca noMorsia MHe 3aCTerHyTb IUIaThe, U KOPCeT cxkajl péopa, HaOMUHa,
4TO £ BCE elE kuBa. — Ho e€ mogpyru yxe pacimyckaror ciayxu. ['oBopAT, BBl OXOTUTECH 32 TPOHOM.
T'oBOpAT, BB cCaMM NOJICTPOMJIM MOKYILIEHHE, YTOObI PUBJIEYb BHUMAHUE UMIIEPATOpA.

— Kpacusas Bepcus. — S ropbko yeMexHy1ach. — KaJjib TOJNBKO, YTO /7151 TOr0 HYKHO ObLIIO
PHMCKOBATh KU3HBIO.

— Hexkoropble pUCKHYT 4eM yrogHO pagy BJIACTH.

— 41 He HexoTOpBle. MHE HY)KHO BBIKWTB, a HE HpaBUThCA. V1 HE paBUTE.

JIucca 3akOHYMIIA € 3aCTEKKAMU, U MbI BBIIUIM B KOpUJOP. CTPaXKHUKM y JBEPEN UMIIEPATOP-
CKMX IIOKOEB — JBOE B YEPHBIX IUIAILAX C 30JI0THIMM JIbBAMU Ha Py — CMOTPEJIM Ha MEHS MHAYE,
yeM Buepa. He kak Ha HeBecTy, KOTOpYIo *kajko. He kak Ha )kepTBy, KOTOpPYIO OXPaHAIOT. A Kak Ha
KEHILMHY, KOTOpasl MOJyywsia JOCTYI K CaMOMY OIIACHOMY YeJIOBEKY B MMIlEpuu. B mx B3miAmax
YMTAJIOCh HEUTO HOBOE — HE YBaXEHME, He npe3peHne. OcTopoXHOCTb. ByaTo 4 cTana yacTeio neu-
3aka, K KOTOPOMY HEJb3$1 [IOBOPaYMBATLCS CIIMHOM.

— IIpoBoguTte MEHS B MOM ITOKOM, — CKa3aJja s, 1 OHU KUBHYJIU, HE 33/1aBasi BOIIPOCOB.
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keksk

BepnyBiuch k cebe, st IEpBBIM AEJIOM MPOBEPUIIA, HA MECTE JIA MUCbMO 13 OMOMroTeku. Pyka
HBIPHYJIa MTOJ] MaTpac — MaJIbLbl HAIIYTAIM IIEpIIaBbIid nepraMmeHT. S BeigoxHysna. OHO ObUIO TaMm.
Taiina JIwimaHel, KOTOpast MOIJIa CTOUTh MHE 5KU3HHM, JiekKalla B CAHTUMETPE OT Moero Tena. S He
3HaJIA, PaJJOBAThCS STOMY UM OOSITHCSI.

— Jlucca, 1ol y3HaMa YTO-HUOYIB O JOpAe MopToHe? — cripocuia s, He BBIHUMasl MUChMa U3
TallHUKA.

— OH ucues, Bare BricouecTBo. [locie BuepaiHero 0ajia ero HUKTO He Buaen. Hu cinyru, Hu
CTPa’KHUKH, HA POICTBEHHUKHU.

— HUcue3? Wnu ero yopamu?

— He 3na10. CTpaXHUKY OOBICKUBAIOT ABOpEL. 3aryIsAbIBAIOT B KAK/IBIN UyJIaH, O KaXIYI0
KpoBaTb. Ho moka 6e3pe3ynabratHo. — Jlucca momenmmina. — ['oBopAT, ero KomHata mycra. Bemwm
ucuesm. [laxe 3yOHas mETKa.

— 3HauWT, Y HAC HET CBU/IETENsI, KOTOPHIN MOATBEPAUI Obl, UTO OH MOACYHYJ MHE SII.

— Her.

4 cxxana kynak. Horru BOMIMCh B JIaIOHB, OCTaBJIsAsl OyMecsibl. Kaxaplid pa3 oqHO U TO Xke.
Vuku ncyes3aiot, CBUAETEN N MPOMNaIAIoT, yOUiIa OCTaéTcsl B TEHU — U CMEETCS OTTY/IA, TIOTIaKUBast
KMHXKaJ. f 9yBcTBOBaia 3TOT cMeX Koxkedl. OH BUOpPHUpPOBAJT B CTEHAX, B TIONY, B BO3yXe, KOTOPHIM
MBI JIBILIAJIH.

— Torma Gymem uckath Janbine, — cKasaia . — YOuiilia ocraBisieT cieabl. Beerma. daxke
€CJIM eMy KaXeTCsl, YTO OH UJIEaJIEH.

keksk

B nonpens nmneparop npuciai 3a MHOM. He MOoChUIbHOTO M3 CBUTHI, HE MJIA/IIIETO CTPaKHUKA
— JINYHOTO TEJIOXPAHUTEJIS, TOTO CAMOT0, C JIMIIOM, BHIPE3aHHBIM U3 TPaHUTA. DTO ObUIO HEOOBIYHO.
TpeBoxHO.

— Ero BenmmyecTBo kIET Bac B MaJloM KaOMHETe, — MPOM3HEC OH, U B €ro roioce He ObLIO
BOIpOCa.

41 momuta, 9yBCTBYs Ha ceOe B3IIsAbl MPUABOPHBIX. OHU HE MPATATIMCH — CMOTPEJIH OTKPBITO,
OLIEHMBAIOLLIE, C HEHABUCThIO, KOTOpasi HE Hy:KAajlach B MacKupoBke. KTo-To menraics, npukpbiBas
pot BeepoM. KTo-TO 0TBOpaumBascs, HO CIMIIKOM PE3KO, CIUIIKOM JIEMOHCTpaTuBHO. KTO-TO yIibI-
Oajicss — ToM YABIOKOM, KOTOpast XysKe JTI000ro MPOKJISATHS.

Wmmnepatop cTosin y OKHa, CIIUHOM KO MHe. B kaGuHeTe ObUI0 TEMHO — IITOPHI 3aJEPHYTHI,
CBEUYM HE rOPeJIH, TOIBKO Y3Kasl MOJIOCKA CBETA M3 HEIUIOTHO MPUKPHITOW MOPThEPHI 1a/1aj1a Ha MOJ,
BBIXBAThIBast 3 MpaKa ero Ciiy3T. OH CTOST HEMOABMKHO, KaK CTaTysl, KaK MAMSTHHK cCaMOMy ceoe.

— Tol 3Haelb, YTO CIYyYMSIOCh? — CIIPOCUJT OH, He oOopaurBasick. ['0J0C 3Bydas Iyxo, ¢
METAJUINYECKUM OT3BYKOM.

— Jlopa Mopton ucues. Cecunust momaut. [IBop menyercs. — $1 mepeunciuia, Kak 3ay4eH-
Hble IYHKThL. — MeHs Ha3bIBaloT Baiei JioOoBHuLeH. 11 Beabmoil. I 0XOTHUIIEH 32 TPOHOM.

— He tonbko 310. — OH noBepHysicsA. CBeT ynaj Ha ero JIMLO, U 51 YBUJENA TO, YErO paHbllle
HE 3aMeyvaia; KeJIBaKU XOIWIU M0J] KOXKeH, I71a3a ropey XOJI0HbIM, CIEPKUBAEMBIM IJIAMEHEM. —
Cecunus nogasa nporieHre copety. OHa 0OBUHSIET TeOs1 B TOM, UTO ThI TIOJICTaBUJIA €€ MIEMsIHHHKA.
['oBOpHT, YTO THI Cama MOJCHITIANA 5171 B BUHO, a MOpTOHA yOMIr, 4TOOBI OH HE MOT OTpPaBIAThCS.

VY MeHs niepexBaTiiio AbixaHue. Bo3myx crani IioTHbIM, Kak Boja Ha TITyOuHe.

— 9T0 JIOKb, — cKa3aJia 5. ['0j10¢c He APOrHyJ — XOTSI BHYTPH BCE TPACIIOCH.

— ¢ 3na10. — OH caenan mar ko MHe. — Ho coBet TpedyeT pazouparenbctBa. OHUM XOTAT CyAa.

— W 4ro BB OTBETUIN?

Nmneparop nopomén 6mmxke. Teneps s Buaeaa Kax Iyl MOPIIUHY Ha €ro JIUIe, KaKIbli Celon
BOJIOC B O0pOZIe, KaKAYI0 TPEIIMHKY B YCTAJIOCTH, KOTOPYIO OH TaK CTapaTeIbHO MPSITal.

— 41 ckazan, 4To cyna He Oyfer.
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— Ho coser...

— Coger Oyaer momuath. — B ero ronoce 3a3BeHelN MeTaul, OT KOTOPOTO XOTEJIOCh OMYCTHTh
rnaza. — Vm 51 3acTaBimio MX MOJTYATh.

OH pe3Ko pa3BepHYIICs, MOAOMIEN K JBEPH, PACIaXHYJI e€ TaK, YTO PyUyKa yAapuiaach O CTEHY.

— Crpaxal

JIBO€ CTpaKHUKOB BJIETENIM B KAOMHET, 3aCTBIB IO CTOMKE CMUPHO. VX yiuia Oblin OJeAHBIMU
— OHH PeJKO CIBIIIATN UMIIEPaTOpa B TAKOM TOHE.

— IlpuBenute KO MHE BcexX MPUIBOPHBIX MaroB. HemenieHHo. — OH roBOpHUJI OTPHIBUCTO,
pyoOst ciioBa, Kak majad — BepeBKY. — U yiBoiiTe oxpaHy y MOKOeB Kax1o mpuHIecchl. C 3Toro
MOMEHTa HUKTO HE BXOAMT U HE BBIXOAUT Oe3 Moero JIM4YHOro paspemenus. Hu ciyra. Hu mocom.
Hu coBeTHuk.

CTpaXHUKY BBHIOEKAIIH, €Ba HE CIIOTKHYBILHCH O TTOPOT.

Nmnieparop noBepHysicst kKo MHe. B ero miazax ropes TOT camblil OTOHb, KOTOPBI 51 BUjIE/a B
JIeHb Halllel MepBOM BCTPeUr — KOTAa OH OOBSIBIISLT IIPpaBiia 0TOOpa, KOrJja TOBOPHII, UTO IECTh U3
Hac ympyT. Ho Terephb oroHp ObUT HaripaBjieH He Ha Hac. Ha youtiy.

— 41 ycrait oT Urpsl B KOIIKH-MBIIIKK, — CKa3aJ OH, M B €0 rojloce Mpo3ByYasia Takasl ycTa-
JIOCTh, YTO MHE CTaJIO CTPAIIHO. — YOUWHIa yMaeT, YTo OH yMHee BceX. UTO OH MOXeT yOMBaTh
HEBECT, CPBIBaTh OTOOP, OpOcaTh BHI30OB TPOHY. S TOKaxy, U4TO 3TO HE TaK.

— Yro BBI coOMpaeTech Aenarb? — CHpOCHIa si, XOTs 00sIaCh YCIIBIIIATh OTBET.

— Cobparp Bcex maros. [Ipukaszars HaiiTi youiy. Mcnonb3oBaTh BCE — Maruio, JIOMpPOCH,
MIBITKH, eciu noTpedyeTcst. — OH cxan Kynaku. — HUKTo He cMeeT cpbiBaTh 0TOOp HeBecT. HUKTO.

— A Cecwus?

— Ecnu ona BUHOBHA, 51 YHUUTOXKY €€ poll. — OH cKa3ai 3T0 Tak CIOKOWHO, OyATO pedsb i
0 TOM, 4TOOBI BHIOPOCUTH Mycop. — Eciin HeT — oHa TOKaXeT CBOI0 HEeBMHOBHOCTD. [1oj1 ipucsroii.
[Mon marnyeckum KoHTponeMm. [ox yrpo3oii cMepTH.

Sl cMoTpena Ha Hero M Bujiesia BIiepBble He YCTaBIIEro MMIIEpPaTopa, He XOJIOJHOTO IPaBUTEI,
a pa3rHEBaHHOTO MYKYMHY, KOTOPBII TOTOB PaCTONTATh JTIOOOT0, KTO BCTAHET Ha €r0 MyTU. DTO ObUIO
CTpaIIHO. DTO ObUIO BEIMYECTBEHHO. DTO OBUIO HEMPABUJIBHO — W COBEPIIIEHHO MPABUIBHO OIHO-
BPEMEHHO.

— Cnacn60, — cKazaJa si, ¥ CJIOBO TIPO3BYYAJIO CJMIIKOM CJ1a00 AJIsI TOTO, UTO 51 YyBCTBOBAJIA.

— He 6marogapu. — OH oTBepHYJIcs K OKHY. — 1 nenaio 31o He paau 1edsl.

— A paau koro?

— Pangu umnepun. Pagu nopsiaka. Pagy Toro, 4to0b1 OHM 3HAJIN: TPOH HE TEPIHT HACMEIIIEeK. —
OH nomosmyan, noTom go6asBui tuiie: — M paau Toro, Yto0bl He CMOTPETh, KaK YMHUPAET ellé OfiHa.

OH noyoIEN K CToly, cell B Kpecyo, U Cpa3y CTaJl MEHbIlIe — He POCTOM, a TOW TSKECTHIO,
KOTOpasi JaBuJja Ha TUICUH.

— CeronHs BeuepoM s codepy coBeT. Thl Oynenb MpUCyTCTBOBATb.

— 3ayem? — cripocuia si.

— Yro06sbI BuaETh UX uia. — OH mocMoTpen Ha MeHs. — YTOOB OHUM 3HAJM: ThI TIOJl MOEH
3amuToi. Yto OB OHM HU IENTAN 32 CIMHOM — B IJ1a3a OHKM OYIyT CMOTPETh Ha TeOs C yBaXKEHUEM.
Wi cTpax — 3TO OIHO M TO ke MPH JABOpE.

keksk

Beuepom TpoHHBII 3271 ObLT MOJIOH — J10 KPaéB, 10 MOCIEIHEro yIia.

[TpuaBOpHBIE B POCKOIIHBIX HAPSJAX, COBETHUKU B MAHTHSIX, Mark B TEMHO-CHHUX OJIEK1aX C
cepeOpsiHBIMH pyHamMH Ha BopoTtax. Cecritusi cuziena B IepBoM psify, OreiHasi, ¢ KaAMEHHBIM JIMLIOM
— mJeanbHas MacKa, MoJ KOTOPOW, 5 3Haja, Kurmena sipocth. ['eprior TopHBYH CTOSIT y KOJIOHHHBI,
CKPECTUB PyKH Ha IPy[H, U €ro Mo3a BeIpaxasa CIIOKOHCTBHE, KOTOPOro OH He 4yBCTBOBaJ. JKeHe-
BbEBA U OCTAJIbHBIE ITPUHIIECCHl — OTIEJIHHO, Ha CKAMbSIX JJIsI HEBECT, MOXOXKHE Ha psiji OeJbIX CTaTyil.
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1 BoILTa 1Mo/t B3MIsSiAaMu COTeH 171a3. KTo-To cMoTpe ¢ HeHaBUCTBIO, KTO-TO C JIIOOOIBITCTBOM,
KTO-TO CO CTpaxoM. S He omycTuia rojoBy. {1 npouuia K CBoOeMy MECTy — PSIIOM C UMIIEPATOPOM.

OH nojHsIcs Ha TpoH. Bo3nyx B 3aj1e crall IioTHee.

— 41 coOpan Bac, yTOOBl OOBSIBUTH, — €r0 TOJIOC pa3HECCs TOJ CBOJIaMU, He BCTpevast 9Xa,
TMIOIJIONIASICh IITOPAMH X MPaMOPOM, — OTHBIHE OTOOP HEBECT HAXOUTCS MO JIMYHBIM KOHTPOJIEM
KOPOHBI.

B 3ane 3amenranuce. IIEnoT poc, Kak miaMs Ha BETPY.

— K mnokosiM ka0 MpUHIIECCH MTPUCTaBieHa cTpaxka. Eay u BUHO OymyT MpoBepsiTh MOU
Mary. HUKTO He BOMAET U He BhIAET O€3 MOEro pa3perieHusl.

— 970 TIOpbMa! — BHIKPUKHYJIA ITpUHLEcca AKBapyu, BCKOUMB co ckambu. E€ rosoc 3Benen,
KaK pa3OMTBIN XPYCTalb.

— IT0 3aluTa, — OTpe3aJl UMIIEpaTop, U B €ro rojioce 3a3BeHesna crayib. — Eciu Bbl XoTuTe
KUTb, BbI OyieTe OMUUHSATHCS. Eciu BBl XOTUTE yMepeTh — MPOAOIKANUTE CIIOPHTH.

OH 00BEN 3aJ1 B3MISIIOM, U IIETOT CTUX.

— Yo6wuiina cpeny Hac. S 3nHat0 310. U 51 Haiiy ero. [laxke eci Uit 9TOro MpUAETCs epephiTh
Ka’K/Iplii KAMEHb JIBOPLA, KAKAYI0 TIOMYIIKY, KaXK/blil KapMaH.

— Kak BBl cobupaetech ero uckarh? — crpocu repuor TopHBY[, He MeHsis o3bl. Ero ronoc
ObLJT CIIOKOMHBIM, ITOYTH JICHUBBIM — HO 51 3aMeTHJIa, KaK HAIPSIJIMCh €ro Masblbl HA JIOKTE.

— Maru OyayT ckaHupoBaTh aypsl. — VIMIiepatop roBopui, Kak YdTasl IpuroBop. — BynyT
MIPOBEPATDH CJIebl MAaruM Ha OpyAusX yOwiicTBa. BynyT morparmmBarhk ciayr ¢ mpuctpactieM. [lox
3esbeM rnpaspl. [log Marnueckum KoHTposieM. Eciu notpedyeTcst — 1o MBITKOM.

— DTO0 HapyllaeT 3aKOHbl UMIIEPUU, — 3aMETHJI OAMH U3 COBETHUKOB, CTAPUK C TPSACYLIENCS
T'OJIOBOIA.

— 4 nmvneparop. — Mmneparop nogHsicsa Ha HOru. — ] cam cospaio 3akoHbl. M cam ux
ormeHs0. Tor, KTo yOuBaeT HeBecT, yOuBaeT Oyayliee UMIIEpUr. A 32 TO — HET HaKa3aHUs CIIUIII-
KOM CypOBOTIO.

OH BcTaJ ¢ TpoHa, U BCE B 3aJIe HEBOJILHO MOAAIMCH Ha3a/l.

— HuxkTo He cmeeT cpbiBaTh 0TOOp HeBecT. HUKTO He cMmeeT youBarh Tex, KTO U30paH mpe-
crosioM. — Ero rosioc cran tuiie, HO OT 3TOro TOJbKO cTpaiHee. — KiisiHych cBoell KOpOHOU — $1
Haiiay youiity. VI oH yMpET Me/IJIeHHO.

3amMouanu Jake MmenTtyHsl. TumHa craja aOCOMOTHOM — TaKOW, YTO S CIIBIIIANA, Kak
MOTPECKUBAIOT CBEYH, KaK OBIOTCS CepAlia.

Nmneparop nocmotpen Ha Cecunuio.

— Jlepu Cecunusi, BBl OOBUHWIIM MPHUHIIECCY DUAHY B TIOJICTaBe. Y Bac eCTh JI0Ka3aTe/IbcTBa?

Ona He onyctria B3risia. E€ nuiio octaBanoch KAMEHHBIM — TOJIBKO B YTOJIKax ry0 IporHyJa
TEHb.

— V¥ MeHs ecTh MOKa3aHUs CIyr, — OTBETUJIA OHA.

— IIpusBenure ux.

— OHu ucyesnu.

— Kak u Bam mnemsHHNUK ? — ViMmiepaTtop ycMeXHYJIcss — XOJIOOHO, Oe3pagocTHo. — Comrii-
KOM MHOT'O UCYE3HOBEHUI, HE HaxoouTe?

Cecwus nobnenHena. S Buena, Kak e€ mabllbl BIWIKUCH B Beep.

— 41 He yOuBana, — ckazaja oHa, U B €€ rojoce BIEpBble MPO3ByYaia He CTajlb, a YTO-TO
apyroe. Ysa3sumocts? Ctpax?

— {1 u He 06BUHSI0. — VIMIiepaTop BepHYJICS Ha TPOH, CeJl, MOJNIOKUB PYKH Ha MOATIOKOTHUKH.
— Ho ecu BbI HEBUHOBHBI, BaM Heuero 0osiThesi. PaccienoBanme oKaxer.

OH 00BEN 3aJ1 B3MISIIOM.

— Bce cBoOoHBI. 3aBTpa Maru HAUHYT paccieqoBanue. [IpuHIIeCCh OCTAIOTCS B CBOMX MOKOSIX
10 0COOO0TO PaCTIOPSIKEHUS.
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keksk

IMocne coBera meHst gorHau reprior TopuBya. OH mEN GECITyMHO, W s 3aMETHUJIA €ro TOJIBKO
TOr/Aa, KOrJja OH OKa3aJcs psAaoM.

— Wmmepatop pasrHeBaH, — CKa3asl OH THUXO, IOYTH He pazkumasi ryd. — ITO OMacHO.

— OmnacHo 151 yOUHIIbI, — OTBETHJIA 51, HE OCTAHABIIUBASCH.

— W nnia HeBuHHBIX. B rHeBe oH He pa3Oupaert ymi. § Bugen 1o panbine. OH MOXKET CKedb
JBOpeELI, YTOOBI HANTU MYXY.

— Bru1 6ourech, 4T0 OH HaMOET Bac?

I'eprior ycMexHyJicst — KOPOTKO, OJHUMH YTOJIKaMH Ty0.

— MHe Hedero ckpbiBaTh. A BOT BAM — €CTb.

S ocraHOBUJIACH.

— YT0 BB UMeeTe B BULY?

— TIucemo, KoTOpOE BB Halu B OubOnmmoteke. To, KOTOpoe BBl CHIPATAIM TOJ Marpac. —
OH nocmoTpen Ha MeH$, U B €ro I71a3ax MEJIbKHYJIO UTO-TO, IIOXOXKee Ha couyBcTBUE. — Ecim oHO
BCIUIBIBET HAa COBETE, BBl CTaHETe MOJ03peBaeMoil. Maru yBUAST Ballly Maruio Ha nepramente. OHu
YBUJISIT, YTO Bbl €TI0 KaCAJIUCh, MPATAIN, YATAIH.

— 41 He youBaia.

— Ho mucpMo MokeT ObITh HCTOJTKOBAHO Kak yrpo3a. Vnm kak maHTax. A B HBIHEIIHEH aTMO-
cepe 3Toro JOCTaTOUHO.

OH ymén, He nporiasch. PacTBopuscs: B TeHM KOJOHHBI, KaK MPU3PaK.

S ocranachk cTodATh, CAkMMasi KyJaku. B ronose rynesno.

— Jlucca, — mporienTania s, Korjga ciykaHKa MoJoiia KO MHe, — Mbl JIOJDKHBI CIIPSITaTh
MKACHMO B HAJIEXKHOM MECTE.

— I'me? — cnpocuna oHa, U B €€ IJ1a3ax 3acTbUl yXkac.

— Tawm, e HUKTO He 10raIaeTCst UCKATh.

Ho s yxe 3Hana, 4To HaIEKHOrO MECTA HE cyliecTByeT. Bo qBopiie, rje y repuora rijia3a v yum
B Ka/J101 TpelyHe, rae Cecrins 3HaeT 0 KakJ0M MOEM LIare, rie UMIIEpaTop MOKET CKaHUPOBATh
aypbl — HeT TaWHUKOB. ECTh TOJIBKO merent.

skkook

Hous nporia 6ecriokoiiHo. f He cnana — Bopovasiach Ha KpOBaTH, CMOTpeJIa B TIOTOJIOK, CITy-
1aJ1a, KaK 3a CTEHOM MePeKIMKAIOTCS CTpakHUKU. [TichMO Jieskano o noayKkon — 51 4yBCTBOBaJIa
€ro TEeIUIo, €ro TSKECTb, €ro OMACHOCTb.

CroBa repiiora He BHIXOJIMJIN U3 TOJIOBBI. «ECIIM OHO BCIUIBIBET — BbI CTAaHETE MOI03PEBAEMOI».

Ha paccgere Jlucca npubesxaiia 3arbixaBiiasicsi, C KpaCHBIMHM OT OECCOHHUIIBI TJIa3aMU.

— Barie BbicouecTBO, Maru yxe Hauaiu pacciegoBanue. OHu ponparmumBaioT ciyr. Mcnonb-
3YIOT Marviio, YT00bI BBISIBUTH JIOKb. | OBOPAT, OMH MOBAp MPU3HAJICSA, UTO BUAEN, Kak Jienu Cecrus
MOJIX0AMIIA K OOKaslaM, HO TOTOM B3$UT CJIOBA 0OPaTHO — U Y HEro TOIIIa HOCOM KPOBb.

— A npunnecc?

— Tloka wer. Ho umrmiepaTop ckasaj, 4To cerogHsi OyayT MmpoBepsth Bcex. M1 Bac — B ToM
yucIe.

— 3HAYNT, HY’)KHO OBITH TOTOBOW.

S nocrasia nmuckMo u3-nof noaymku. PazgepHyina. [lepeunrana B nocineqHuil pas.

«1 3Ha10, 4TO BBI 3aaymMann. Ecu Bbl TPOHETE UMIIEPATOPA, 51 PACCKAKY BCE...»

— Jlncca, MBI COJKKEM €ro.

— Ho 310 enquncTBeHHas ynuka! — OHa npukana pyku K rpyau. — EnuHCTBEHHast HUTDH K
Jlummane! K tomy, kto e€ youn!

— 310 yIuKa npotuB MeHs. — { noponuia k ceeue. — Eciu maru yBUgsT ero, OH1 MogyMarior,
YTO 3TO s yrpokayia KoMy-To. YTo 3TO s MaHTaXupoBaia youniyy. Yro 3to s — yowuiina.

— A ecnu oHO nipuroaurcs?

79



A. Jlonr. «Cenpmas HeBecta Mmneparopa»

— Torna s 3armomMHI0, 4TO B HEM HarucaHo. ClioBo B c/ioBo. Kaxayio OyKBy, KaxkIyIo 3alsATyIO.

Sl mogHec a MUCHMO K IJIAMEHHU.

Bbymara BcribIxHys1a — He KENTBIM, & CHHUM OrHEM. Marnyeckum. S cMorperna, Kak nepraMeHT
CKpPYUYMBAETCs, YepHEeT, MpeBpaIaeTcs B Menes, KOTOphli MagaeT Ha Mojl, Ha MOU MaJiblibl, HA MOE
miatbe. [TuceMo JInmmanel — TaiiHa, KOTOPYIO OHA YHeC/a ¢ COO0M B MOTUITY — UCUYE3JI0 B HECKOJTb-
KUX JIOMMax OT MOEH KOXH.

— Tenepb HUKTO HE HAUAET ero, — cKaszaja si, CTpSIXUBas Mernen.

— A ecnu nipaBja BCIUIBIBET? — cnipocuiia Jlucca. — Ecim KTo-To y3HaeT, 4To Bbl €10 COXIIN?

— Torna s ckaxy, 4to ucryraiack. Yto He XoTesna, YTo0bl MeHs TOAICTaBWINA. YUTO 51 IeHCTBO-
Bajia B MaHuKe. — I mocMoTpesia Ha CBOM PyKH — Ha HUX OCTAJIMCh Cepble pa3BoAbl. — ITO Oyaer
MpaBJIOi.

Jlucca kuBHyna. B e€ rimazax He ObIJIO YBEPEHHOCTH — TOJIBKO CTpaXx.

B nBepp nocryyaiu.

— Tlpunniecca, — pazaajics rojioc CTpaXkHUKa, — MarucTp ACTop KeJlaeT Bac BUIETb.

— Ilyctb BOUIET.

Marwuctp BOmEN — cefioi, C JUIMHHON OOpPOJIOi, B TEMHO-CHEN MaHTHH, PACIIIUTON cepeOpsi-
HbIMU 3B€3/1aMU. OH JIBUTAJICSI MEJJIEHHO, HO B €0 I1a3ax ropesia OCTpoTa, KOTopasi He COOTBETCTBO-
Bajia BO3pacTy.

— Bariie BricouecTBO, MMIIEpPATOP MPUKA3aJT POBEPUTH BCEX MPUHIIECC. Sl TOTKEeH 3a1aTh Bam
HECKOJIbKO BOMPOCOB. — OH pacKpbll CBUTOK, B35 IEPO.

— 3apasaiire.

— BoI 3Has11 1opaa Moprona?

— Her. VYBugena Bnepsbie Ha 6amy. — 51 roBopria CIIOKOIHO, IS €My B IJia3a.

— OH npepyiaran BaM BUHO?

— Jla. {1 He crama OuTk.

— Tlouemy?

— Ilokazanock, uto oH HepBHUYaeT. Ero pyku apoxanu. On He i caMm. [ mogymana, 4ro
9TO CTPaHHO.

MarucTtp KMBHYI, 3alIMCBIBAs YTO-TO B CBUTOK. [lepo ckpuIiesno 1o nepramexry.

— I'ne BbI ObUTM B HOUB yOuiicTBa Kpucramum?

— Ha 6any. TanneBasa ¢ umneparopom. [1oTom yiiia B CBOM TIOKOU.

— K10 moxeT 310 noaTBepauTh?

— Jlucca. U crpaxuuku y apepeit. I cam umneparop.

— buaronapio.

OH MOKJIOHWICSI — POBHO HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJILKO TPeOOBaJl 3TUKET — U BBIIIIEIT.

S BeioxHya. JIErkue ropesnu.

— Kaxercs, nponecno, — ckazana Jlucca.

— Wm oH mpocTo JIeNnaeT BUl, 4To noBepuil. — ¢ nmocmorpena Ha ABepb. — Wi y Hero yixke
€CTb MOA03PEBAEMBIi, U 3TO HE f.

skkosk

Beuepom ummnepaTtop cHoBa coOpajl BceX B TPOHHOM 3aJie.

CBerta OBUIO MaJI0 — CBEYH JIOTOPAJIH, CIIYTH HE YCTICBAI MX MEHATh. TeHU TUIscaiy Ha CTeHaXx,
KaK TIOXOPOHHbIE (haKeJIbl.

— Maru npoBeprIv BCeX MPUHIIECC, — OOBSBUI UMIIEPATOP, CTOSI HA BEPXHEH CTYTIeHH TPOHA.
— Hu onHa He MMeeT ciieloB Marvu, CBI3aHHON ¢ yOUICTBaMHU.

— 3HauwT, youia — He npuHIiecca? — crpocuia KeHeBbera.

— W oH ucnonb3oBall He Marndeckuid sii. M ero He ObUIO B 3aJie, Korga youBanu. Wnu
OH yMeeT CKPBIBATh Clie/Ibl — eCTh apTehaKThl, KOTOPbIE ITO MO3BOJISAIOT. — VMmiepatop 0OBEN Hac
B3I I0M. — Vn youiiiia — He JKeHIIMHA.
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— W 4uro Tenepb? — cnpocuna npuHIiecca AKBapuH.

— Tenepsp 51 IPUCTABIIAIO K KXI0W MPUHIIECCE JTMYHOTO CTPaxka, KOTOPBIA OyaeT HEOTITyYHO
HaXOOUThCs psAgoM. [JHEM 1 HOublo. B cniasibHe, B BAHHOM, Ha MPOTYJIKE.

— D710 CcriexKa! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

— 9ro 3anmra. U cnexka toxe. — MriepaTop He NOBBICUJI TOJIOCa — HO B 3aJI€ CTaJI0 TUXO.
— Eciu Bb HEBUHOBHBI, BaM Hevero 00sThes. Eciti Bbl yOuiiiia — Bbl HE CMOKETE yIapUTh CHOBA.

OH 00BEN 3aJ1 B3MISIIOM.

— Or60p nponorkaercs. Crieyolee UCTIBITAHUE — Yepe3 TP THs. [ OTOBbTECH.

— A ecnm yowmiina ynaput cHoBa? — cripocriia Cenecra. E€ romoc gpoxai.

— He ynapur. — Mimniepatop nocmMorpest Ha He€ — UM Ha CEKYHAY MHE ITOKa3aJIoCh, 4TO B €r0
r71a3ax MeJIbKHYJIa KajlocTb. — $1 caenaio Be€, 4TOObl OH He MOCMET.

OH noBepHyJicsl KO MHE. JIoJATUi B3I — TaKOM, YTO 51 IOUYBCTBOBAJIA €I0 KOXKEN.

S kuBHya. OH KUBHYJI B OTBET.

keksk

Houslo 51 cuaena y okHa. JlyHbl cBeTUIM SIPKO — KpacHasi M 3eJIEHasl, KaK J1Ba I1a3a, KoTopble
HUKOIJa He 3aKpbIBaloTcsd. OHU CMOTpPEJIM Ha MEH$, a1, OLICHUBAIU.

— Jlucca, Tl BepHIIlb, YTO UMIIEPATOP HAMAET yOuiilly? — crpocuiia si, He 000paunBasiCh.

— Bepio. — OHa crosiia y ABepH, roToBasi O3BaTh CTPAKY MPH JIIOOOM Iopoxe. — OH HUKO-
raa He 6pocaeT cnoB Ha BeTep. OH MOKJISJICS — 3HAYUT, HAUAET.

— A ecnm yowmiilia — KTO-TO U3 ero npuonmkenHbix ? Kto-To, koro on moout? Wnu Goutcs?

— Torna emy 6yner 6ompHO. — Jlucca momonyana. — Ho oH Bcé paBHO Haita€t. [Totomy uto
OH MMIIepaTop. A UMIiepaTopbl He UMEIOT MpaBa Ha CadoCTb.

4 3akpblia ma3a. 3a Bekamu — o Cecuiny, ycMelllka reprora, XolnoqHblid B3ruis Kene-
BbeBbl. 11 TeHb — 4eTBEpTAas, MsTas, Ta, KOTOPYIO 5 elIE€ HEe pa3Isaiesa.

«KT0 TBI, yOUiina?»

S He 3nHasa. Ho o1HO s MOHSsIAa TOYHO: UMIEpAaTOp Ha Moel ctopoHe. M 3TO eIMHCTBEHHOe,
YTO JaBaJI0O MHE HAAEKIY.

[Motomy utO B Mupe, rae KaxIblii MOXKET OKa3aTbCs YOWHIIEH, COIO3HUK Ha TPOHE — 3TO
OoJbIlie, YeM Opyxkue. ITO IIaHC.

A IaHC — 3TO BCE, YTO MHE HYKHO.
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I'naa 15. Marus KpoBH U TEHH MPOULJIOTO

VYT1po nocse coBera He MPUHECTIO 00IErYeHrsi — TOJIBKO HOBYIO MOPIUIO CTPaxa, 3aMeIaHHOTO
Ha Oeccumu. $1 MpocHysach B CBOMX TOKOsIX, NON OaJIaXWHOM M3 CHHETO IMIENKa, U TIepBOe, YTO
yBUJIENA, — JIMIO CTPAXHUKA, 3alJIIbIBAIOILIETO B ABEPb. OH CTOS y MOPOra, He 3aX0/s1 BHYTPb, HO
ero MPHUCYTCTBHE ObUIO KaK KJielMo. 51 GoJbliie He nmprHaiexana cede. 1 crana mono3peBaeMoii.

— JIucca, — no3Bana s, ¥ CIyKaHKa TYT %€ BO3HUKJIA PSAAOM C IOAHOCOM, Ha KOTOPOM TMapuJI
yail, naxHymuu maroi. — Mmmneparop yxe Bcran?

— OH paboTaeT ¢ MarucTpoM ¢ HOYH, Ballle BHICOUECTBO. [ OBOPAT, OHU MPOBEPSIIOT ayphl BCeX,
KTO ObLT Ha Oaity. Jlaxe MpUABOPHBIX JJaM, JIaXe MOCIIOB.

— W 4ro namm?

— Huuero. — Jlucca onycruia rnasa. — Wi He roBOpAT.

41 orogBuHya yamky. Yaii ObUT ropek — HWIM 3TO MOsI FOpeyb Tepelilia B HAUTOK.

— MHe HyXHO IOTOBOPUTH C HUM.

— OH He NMpUHMUMAET, Ballle BBICOYECTBO. [laxe MeHs He MyCTUIN.

41 Bcranma. Horu Obutn BaTHBIMU, HO s 3acTaBuJia ceOst uatu. Kopcer cnaBui péopa — Haromu-
HaHWe, YTO 5 KUBA, YTO $ JIBIIIY, YTO f €IIE HE CTaja TPYHOM.

— Torgaa s nogoxay y kabuHera. PaHo WM MO3/1HO OH BBHIAZET.

JIucca He criopuna. OHa yxe 3Hana — MEHs HE OCTaHOBUTb.

Kopumopsl ObITH MycThl — CTpaxy yBEJM Ha JOIMPOCH, CIYyTH pa30ekatnch MO yriiaMm, 60sich
TIOIACTh IMOJI MarMYeCKUi cKaHep. S muia ofHa, ¥ MOM 1Iark 3XOM pa3sHOCWIMCH IOJ] CBOJAMM, KaK
MTOXOPOHHBIN MapIll.

VY masioro kabuHeTa CTOsUIM ABOE CTPaKHUKOB. OHHU HE MPOITYCTHIM MEHsI, HO ¥ He TIPOrHAJIH
— TOJIBKO CKa3aJIM, YTO UMIIEPATOP 3aHAT. S MPUCIOHWIIACH K CTEHE U 3aMepIia.

Bpems TaHynock, Kak pe3uHa. S cunrana ynapsl cepia, IOTOM TPELMHBI B KAMEHHOM KJIAJIKE,
IOTOM IsATHA Ha (pakesax. Huuero He MeHsnock. TosbKo cTpax poc, 3aronHsAs KaxAblid yroJIOK CO3Ha-
HUA.

JIBepb OTKPBLIACH YEPE3 Yac.

Wmriepatop BblILIeN — yCcTasblid, ¢ KPACHBIMH IJIa3aMH, C MSITOW PYOAIIKOH, He 3arpaBieHHOM
B MYHIMp. 3a €r0 CIIMHOM MasTYMJI MarucTp ACTOp ¢ KUIIOM CBUTKOB.

— Tel 30€Ch, — CKa3aJ OH, 3aMeTUB MeHs. B ero rosoce He ObUI0 yauBiaeHus. — AKaémib?

— Ky, — orBeTnia s, OTKJIEWJIach OT CTEHBI.

— 3auem?

— Xouy [IOMOYb.

OH nocmoTpen Ha MeHs JOATMM B3IIAJOM. B ero miazax MeIbKHYJIO 4YTO-TO — MOKET,
HacMellKa, MOXeET, OI00peHue.

— Wnu 3a MHOM.

OH nponycTrI MeHs1 B KaOMHET. ACTOp OCTaJICsl CHAPYKH.

Kabuner Obu1 3aBanieH Oymaramu. CBUTKH JIeXald Ha CTOJe, Ha MOy, Ha MOJOKOHHMKE. B
BO3/LyX€ MaxJIo MbUIBI0 ¥ TOTOM — JIOAM pabOTaM BCIO HOUb, HE pa3rudasi CIvH.

— Casiuch, — uMIepaTop ykasal Ha Kpecyo, a caM cesl HanpoTuB. — [0BopH.

— 41 Xouy HaiiTh youiiily, — ckasaia s, s eMy npsMo B m1a3a. — He kak npuHiecca —
KaK KEHII[HA, KOTOPYIO JIBAX/Ibl IIbITAJIUCH YOUTh. 1 MMEI0 IPaBO 3HaTh, KTO OXOTUTCS HAa MEHSI.

— Thl MMeellIb TPaBO BBIKUTh. BCE ocTanbHOE — NMpPUBHIIETHS.

— Torna paiite MHE 3Ty IPUBHIETHIO.

OH yCMexXHYIICS1 — TOPbKO, OAHUMH YTOJIKAMH TYO.
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— Yro ThI npeaaraenis?

— Jaiite mHe noctyn K gorpocam. K oryéram maroB. K taitHoit Oubnmoreke — He TOM, 4TO
10J1 TOOEJIEHOM, a TOM, TJIe XPaHSITCS JINYHBIE 1e/1a COBETHUKOB.

OH HaxMypuJICs.

— Tel mpocHILIB CITMIIIKOM MHOTO.

— A npomy manc. — 4 nognanack Briepén. — Bbl caMu CKa3ayiu, YTO 5 HE Takasi, Kak JApyrue.
Uro s nep3kas. Yro s He Ootock. Mcnonbayiite 310. [lycTh yOuiiiia 3HaeT, 94To 3a HUIM OXOTSTCS He
TOJIBKO Maru ¢ UX amyJieTaMu, HO U 51 — C MOMM YIIPSIMCTBOM.

On momyan. Cmotpen Ha MeHs1. B ero miazax ruisicaiu oTpaxeHust CBEYen.

— Xopoio, — cka3ajl OH HakoHell. — ¢ gam Tebe nocrym K oruéram. Ho Oyaerb XomuTh ¢
MOUM YEJIOBEKOM.

— C kem?

— Co MHOoIl.

A onemmna.

— Bu1 umneparop. YV Bac ecTb Jena noBaxHee.

— Mo¢€ raBHOe Aeno — HaiTi youiiily. W ecm asist 3Toro Hy’KHO XOIUTh C TOOOH MO KOpU-
aopam — Oyly XOIWTb.

On Bcran, nogomén Kk okHy. CBeT ymajin Ha ero JIMIo, U s YBUJIENA, Kak TTyOOKU TEHW IOJ
IJ1a3aMHU.

— Twl He nipeACTaBIIsAeIIb, KaK 3TO BHIMAThIBaeT — ObITh MMIIepaTopoM. Kaxgoe yTpo mpockl-
MaThCsl C MBICIIBIO, YTO KTO-TO M3 TBOMX MOAJAHHBIX yMep. Kaxaplii Beuep JOKUThCS C HaAeKIOM,
YTO 3aBTPa HE MPUHECYT HOBYIO CMepTh. — OH MOBEpHYJICSA KO MHE. — Tpu coTHU JieT. M KakIblit
pa3 OfIHO U TO Ke.

— A Jlummana? — crnpocuna . — C Heid ObUTo To-Apyromy?

OH 3amep. Hanpsircst Tak, 4To sKeJIBaKM 3aXOMIIN TIOJ KOXKEH.

— C Heit 6bUJIO MO-APYroMy, — cKazai oH Tuxo. — OHa Obula He Kak Bce. OHa... cMesiiach.
Haxe xorja 3Haja, 4to yMpeT. OHa cMesiiach U ropopuiia: «Eciu ymupath, TO ¢ My3bIKOI». A IOTOM
ucyesa.

— Bb1 e€ uckanu?

— Hckan. [Jo cux nop uiry. Ho He Haxoxy.

Sl XoTena crpocuTh e, HO OH Mepedn:

— Xgarut. Uou B 6ubmmoTeky. Actop nokaxeT tede oTuéThl. M Oyap ocTropokHa — yowuiiia
MOXeT OBITh Tjie yrogHo. [laxe cpeau Tex, KoMy Thl JOBEpsielb.

OH OTKpbUI ABEPb. ACTOP /a1, TEPIEIUBbINA, KaK CTapblid NEC.

— IlpoBoau npuHIIECCY B XpaHWJIMILE, — IpHUKa3an umneparop. — W gail el Bc€, 4yTo oHa
MOTPOCHT.

Bubmuoreka, Kyaa MeHs IpuBEN AcTop, ObUIa He TOM, YTO MO roOesieHoM. DTa Haxoquiach B
BOCTOYHOM KpBUJIe, 32 JIBEPhI0, KOTOPYIO OXPaHSIIM TBOE MaroB B YEPHBIX MaHTHSAX. BHyTpH maxjio
CTapbIMU KHUTAMH M YeM-TO CJIAJIKOBATHIM — JIaTAHOM, KOTOPBIH KJIAJIM MEX/y CTPAHUIIAMHU, YTOOBI
yOepedb NiepraMmeHT OT JKYKOB.

— 31ech XpaHATCS JHEBHUKU COBETHUKOB, OTYETH MaroB, JITYHbIE TIMChMa UMIIEPaTOpOB, —
MOSICHIIT ACTOD, Be/isl MeHsI MeX[y CTeJlTaxkaMu. — Bc€, 4To He MOJIeKUT orjiacke.

— A nHeBHUK Jlwmanbl? — cripocuna si. — ¢ Halllia ero B IpyromM Mecre.

— Tam XpaHuTCS TO, YTO OBLIO YTEPSHO. 3/1eCh — TO, UTO CIPATAHO HAMEPEHHO.

OH yKazaJj Ha CTOJI, 3aBaJICHHbII CBUTKAMHU.

— D10 OTUETH 110 BareMy aeiy. Yuraiire. S Oyny psaom.

S cena. CBUTKM OBLIM XOJIOMHBIMHU, IIepiIaBbIMKU. Ha KakIoM cTosia mevyath ¢ KOPOHOW —
JIMYHAs TIeYarh uMIiepatopa. HUKTO He YrTat uxX paHbille MEHs.
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S morpysuiace B UYTEHUE.

[NepBble CBUTKM ObLIM CKyYHBIMU — TIEPEYHU UMEH, JIaThl, MOKa3aHus ciyr. Hudero HoBoro.
[ToToM s1 HATKHYJIaCh Ha MKCHMO, aIPECOBAHHOE MUMIIEPATOPY, HO He OTIpaBieHHoe. [louepk ObLT
3HaKOMBIM — JInmaHs!l.

«$1 3Ha10, 4TO OH 3aMbIILIsIeT. OH XOUET He MPOCTO YOUTh MEHSI — OH XOUeT C/IeJIaTh TaK, YTOObI
s ucuesna OeccrnenHo. Kak Oyaro mens Hukoraa He Obi10. Ho st octaBuna ciea. Ve B 3aKphITOM
kpbuie. Tam, 3a mopTpeTom, ecTh TalHUK.  cripsATana TaM BCE, UTO 3HAIO O HEM.»

S nepeunTasa TPUKIBL.

— Acrtop, — no3Baia 1. — YTO B 3aKpBITOM KpbLI€, 3a IOPTPETOM?

Maructp nopouién, B3UISIHYT Ha CchbMO. Ero JInio ocranock 6eccTpacTHBIM.

— Huuero, Baie BoicouectBo. Mbl poBepsiii. Tam mycro.

— A KTO nipoBepsii1?

— 4. NmnepaTtop npukasai rnocjie uc4e3HoBeHus JInamansl.

— Bu1 Hattum 9to-HUOYIB?

— Her.

51 ve moBepuia. He motomy, uto AcTop Bpas, a MOTOMY, YTO OH MOT omurdarkest. Vinm He XoTeTh
HaXOJIUTh.

— 41 xouy nmpoBepuTh cama.

— IT0 3alpeleHo. 3aKpbIToe KPblIo — 30Ha, KyJa He MMyCKaIOT J1axe MPUHIIECC.

— A umneparop? OH nyctut?

— Cnpocwure y Hero.

51 BepHynach B KaOMHeT UMIIepaTopa yxke depe3 yac. OH cujiesn 3a CToJIoM, epedupast Oymard,
Y, YBUJIEB MEHSI, OTJIOKMII TIEPO.

— Hanuia yro-10?

— Ilucemo Jlnnuansl. OHa nMcana, 4To CrpsTajla JOKa3aTebCTBa B 3aKPbITOM KpbLJIE, 3a IOPT-
pETOM.

OH Hanpsres.

— Acrop oObickuBan Tam. Hudero Her.

— Mozxer, oH uckas He Tam. M He XOoTen HaXOIUTh.

Nwmrnieparop Berait. Ero amno craao KaMEeHHBIM.

— To1 o6BUHsEIIL AcTOpa?

— 4 0OBUHSIIO TOTO, KTO HE XOUeT, YTOOBI MTpaB/a BCILIbLIA. — ] mocMoTperna emy B I1a3a. —
JlaiiTe MHE KJIIOY OT 3aKphITOro Kpbuia. S mpoBepio cama.

— 310 onacHo. TaM MOTYT OBITh JIOBYIIIKH.

— Be3sne onacHo. { yke npuBbIKJIA.

On momya. TTotoM npoTsSHYN PyKy K SIIIUKY CTONA, AOCTAT TSKEBIN JKeJIE3HBINA KITIOU.

— Wm. Ho s notigy ¢ To060iA.

— Bmu1?

— 41 He MOry MOTEPSATH EIIE OJHY.

3aKkpbITOE KPbUIO BCTPETUIIO HAC XOJIOIOM Y TULIMHOM.

MUt Ekana Ha BCEM cl1oeM — 371ech He youpasu rogamu. [lopTpeTs! IpouIbiX UMIepaTpuIl
CMOTpEJIM Ha Hac C ocyxkJeHueM. S mpomnuia K noprpery Jluamansl — ToMy camMoMy, rje OHa Oblia
B 0€JIOM TUIaThe, C JIETKOU YIIBIOKOM.

3a HUM ObLIa CTEeHa.

— IlycTo, — ckazaj umreparop.

S nposena pykoii o kamHio. IllepiaBo, xonogno. Ho B oqHOM MecTe — e/1Ba 3aMETHBIN LIOB.
A Haxana.
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Kamensp GecrrymMHO 0TheXasl B CTOpOHY. BHyTpH Jiexana mkaTyiaka — 4épHasi, ¢ cepeOpsHOi
MHKpYCTalUe.

— Yt0 3T0? — TpOoIIenTan UMIEepaTop.

S OTKpbUIA HIKATYJIKY.

BuyTtpn — nucema. decsatku nucem. Bee agpecoBansl Jlwmmane, Bce 6e3 nogmucu. $1 B3siia
BEpXHeEe.

*«Tbl mymaeriib, uto nobdeauna? Tl JymMaeb, 4To uMreparop 3amuTut 1eds? OH He CMOXeT.
S Be3ne. A Bcerna psaom. Thl He yBUIUIIIL MEHSI, TTOKA HE CTAHET CJUIIKOM TMO3AHO.»*

— 370 ero novepk? — Crpocuia s, NPOTAruBasi MUCbMO UMIIEPATOPY.

OH B3su1, npounTai. Ero nurno nodnequeno.

— Her. 970 He ero. OH Obl He CTaJl MUCATh TAKKME BEIIH.

— A uenn?

— He 3naw0. Ho 4 y3Haro.

OH cripsTai nucbMa B KapMaH.

— Teneps uau. 1 pazdepyce.

— BBbl He MOKeTe OTCTPaHUTh MEHSI OT paccieioBaHusl. DTO MOSI KU3Hb.

— 910 Mos umnepus. Uau, dnuana. [pomry.

OH BHEpBBIE CKA3l «IIPOLIY». ITO CIOBO MPO3BYYAJIO TaK CTPAHHO, TAK YYKEPOIHO B €r0
ycTax, 4ro s He
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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