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Buumanue! Ilepen Bamu NpuHIMITMATIBHO HOBAsi BEPCUsI POMaHa, 3TO He
MPONIOJDKEHME, a MOJTHAs TiepepadoTKa UCTOPUM C COXPaHEHHMEM OCHOBHOTO
CIO)KeTa U 100aBJIeHNEM HOBBIX CIOXKETHbBIX JTMHUN. CTapasi BepCHsi KHUTH OCTAETCS
JnoctynHou Ha mardgopme. Benmmkas OtedectBeHHast BovHa. 1944 rop. IIckoBckue
Jieca CTAaHOBATCS ApEHOM KeCTOKUX cpakeHnil. COBETCKHE BOMCKA TOTOBSATCS K
MPOPBIBY YKperuieHHo! iuHuu «[laHTepa» HEMpUCTYIHOTO pydeka, KOTOPbIi
HEeMelIK1e BOMCKa CUMTAJIM HEMPEeoIoIMMbIM. B 1ieHTpe noBecTBOBaHus Cyab0a
HEOIBITHOTO KOMaHANPA, KOTOPOMY MPEJICTOUT IMPOUTH MyTh OT CAMOYBEPEHHOCTH
710 UICTUHHOTO TIOHUMAaHUSI 1IeHbl BOMHBI. Ero HaCTaBHUKaMU CTaHOBSITCS ObIBAJIBIN
crapimHa Epodees u 3aragounsiii SIkyt. HeoxunanHelid TOBOPOT MPOUCXOIUT,
KOTJIa Ha 1ojie 00si MOSIBJISIIOTCS CTpaHHbIE CYIECTBAa B HEMEIIKO hopme,

IPOTHUB KOTOPBIX OECCUIIbHBI OOBIYHBIE TTPUEMBI BefieHus1 0os1. Poman couetaet

B ceOe 9JIeMeHThl BOGHHOU MPO3bl, MUCTUKHY U HayYHOU (PaHTAaCTHUKH, CO3AaBast
YHUKQJILHOE TIOBECTBOBAHUE O MYXKECTBE, IPYKOe U 4eJIOBEYECKON CTOMKOCTU
nepe/] JIMIOM HEeU3BEAAHHOTO.
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JInpa BoJbTt
CoBerckuii pyoe:x V-2.0

I'maBa 1

Ku6opr Yomiina V-2.0

Knura nepsas
CoBeTcknii pyoex

Yactb nepsas
I'epon He Hamero BpeMeHun

IIpenuciioBust

Cemuaauaroe vwons 1944 roga. Haj nckoBcKMMU JiecaMM BUCEIT TSKENBIM, CHIPOM BO3IYX,
OynTo cama 3emuisl enié MOMHIIIA 3UMHUE OO U He XOTesla OTIYCKaTh XOJIoI. JTO ObLT JIeHb, KOra
THIIMHA TTepecTaia ObITh IIOKOEM U CTaJla 3aTHIIBEM MePe/l YIapOM.

IIckoB HeMIIbI Ha3bIBAIM «KJIIOYOM K MapaaHbiM ABepsM JlenuHrpana». M tenepb 3T0OT K04
HaMEPTBO 3aCTPsil B pkaBoM 3aMKe JUHUM «[laHTepa». CTo ceMpIecAT NATh KUJIOMETPOB YK perLie-
HUI TI0 TICKOBCKOW 3eMJIe, BOCEMb-IECATh KMJIOMETPOB CIUIOIIHOW CMEPTH: IOTHI, OJIMHIAXHU, 3apbl-
Thie B 3eMJII0 TAaHKH, KOJMIOYasl MPOBOJIOKA, MUHBL. Bc€ 310 OBUIO YacThio «BoctouHoro Bama» —
OI'POMHOM CTeHbI, MPOTAHYBIIeHcs oT bantuku 1o YépHoro Mopsi.

KomanpoBanue rpynmsl apmuii «CeBep» cuutano pyOex HempuctynHeiM. U, misas Ha 3tu
YKPEIUICHU I, MOXKHO ObLIO MOBEPUTh: OETOH ¥ CTaJlb ICUCTBUTEILHO CIIOCOOHBI OCTAHOBUTD JIIOOOE
HactyruieHue. Ho 3a 3TuMu KujioMeTpaMu MpoBOJIOKU U OeTOHA CTOSUTM He MAIMHbL. CTOSUN JTIOU.
W monu ymeloT ycraBath, OIMOATHCS. .. U TPOPHIBATHCS BIIEPE.

UYethIpe MecsIa COBETCKME YaCTU TOTOBWINCH K IITYpMYy. UeTbipe Mecsiia pa3BeIKu, HOUHBIX
BBLJIA30K, KapT, MPOYEPUEHHBIX KapaH/IAIlIoM 110 MUJUTUMETPY. 1 BOT Teneps, B 3TOT Cepblii MIOIbCKUIA
neHb, 3-i [pubantuiickuii GpoHT Mo KOMaHAOBaHUEeM Mac/ieHHUKOBa ObLT TOTOB IMPOBEPUTD, TaK
JIM YK KPETOK 3TOT «HEMPUCTYIHBIN» pyOex. Kazanoch, Bo3/1yx 3BeHeN OT HAIPsKeHUs: ellé MUr
— Y TUIIMHA JIOTHET TMOJ TPOXOT apTHUIEPUH, a MeXoTa MOWAET BHepén, Tyaa, IAe KakIblid MeTp
OIJTaYeH KPOBBIO.

Ho 4T00bI MOHSATD, KaK 3T JIIOAU OKA3AJIMCh TOTOBBI IIATHYTh B 9TOT I'POXOT, HAJIO CITYCTUThCS
HUKe, B peBpasib. Tyma, rie BoWHA emE He CTajla MPUKAa30M U 3aJI0M, a OblIa IPOCTO CBIPOCTHIO,
YCTAJIOCTBIO ¥ TUXUM, YIPSIMbIM YMEHUEM JepKaThCsl, KOTAa Jep:KaThCs MOYTH HE Ha YTo.

I'naBa 1
«Xopommui, NJI0X0M, 3J10M»

-Yro rnaBHOe B TaHKe?

-bpona? Opyaue? Xonosas yacts?
-I'maBHOe B TaHke He obocparbes!!!
(Apmerickast MyapoCTh)

Pacnonoxenue 1 potel, 374 crpenkoBoro nojska, BOiu3u ropona Ilckosa, 1944 rop, 17 ¢es-
pais, 02:15.
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Ténnas Houb Kazanach HacMenkor. CHer, e/iBa Kacasich 3eMJIU, TYT e IpeBpallajcs B Jes-
HYIO JKVIKY, M 3Ta CBIPOCTh 3a0Mpasiach BCIOLY: IO TMMHACTEPKY, B pyKaBa, B camble 1IBbI. [Lnam-ma-
JlaTKa JIMIUIA K TUIeYaM TSDKETOM KOPKOH, M Ka3aloch, YTO OHA HE TPEeT, a BBITATUBAET MOCTIe/IHee
Teruio. KupsoBble canoru pa3OyxJiv U CTald HEMOMEPHO TSIKEIBIMU; TIPH KAKIOM JIBUKEHUH BHYTPH
XJTIIONAJIO, ¥ 9TOT 3BYK pa3[paxal CHibHee JiioOoi pyranu. Tysyrsl, nepegaBaemble OT OCTa K MOCTY,
JaBHO TIOTEPSUTH BCSIKUI CMBICIT: HAIUTABIIUCH BOJOW, OHU BHCETN MEPTBBIM I'Py30M, a MOTOM M
BOBCE JIETJTH B YTOJI OOMHUI] — TSIKENBIE, OecpopMeHHBbIe, TOX0XKHUe Ha Tesia. KTo-To mbITaics ucnosb-
30BaTh MX KaK HACTWJI HaJ JIy’KeHd, HO TOJKY ObUIO Majio: BoJa BCE PaBHO MPOCAYMBAIIACH, TTONOU-
pasice k Horam. Conjarsl 0e3 KOHIIa MepeMUHATICh, CTapasiCh XOTh HEMHOTO Pa3orHaTh KpoBb. B
OKOTIe BUCEJI TUXHH, YCTAJIBIA XOP: KTO-TO CKBO3b 3yObl MPOKJIMHAM BCE HA CBETE, KTO-TO CKYJIWI OT
X0JI0/1a, & KTO-TO MOJTYAI, JIUIIb U3peKa B3/biXxas. M B 3ToM Mo4aHuy ObUTO OOJIBIIE TIPAB/BI, YeM
B JIIOOBIX CJIOBAaX: HA BOMHE OBICTPO YUMIIBCS HE YIpeKaTh TeX, KTO PsiioM, — MOTOMY 4TO 3aBTpa
PSIIOM MOKET He OKa3aThCsl HUKOTO.

APTEM CITyCKaJICA B 3€MJISIHKY, M C KaKAbIM I1arOM BO3/lyX CTAHOBMJICS BCE T'ylIe, BCE TsKe-
nee. Emy kazanoch, OyATO OH He B IITA0HYIO 3eMJISTHKY UAET, a CITyCKAETCs] B MOTHITY: HU3KHE CBOJIbI
JaBUJIM CBEPXY, MOJYMPAK IJIOTaJl OUYEPTaHUs, a TUIIIMHA 3[IeCh ObUIa HE CIOKOWHOM, a HACTOPOKEH-
HOM, Oy/ATO cama 3eMJIsl PUCITYIIMBAIACH K KQKIOMY Iary.

Hoiinst 1o BXona, OH 3aMep Ha CeKyH/1y Mepe]l HU3KOU, MOYTH MPU3EMUCTON JIBEPbI0 — TaKOM,
YTO JIa)Ke €My, BHICOKOMY MAapHIO, MPHUIIUIOCh TIOUTH HAIMOJIOBUHY COTHYThCS, YTOOBI MTPOTUCHYTHCS
BHYTpb. U 3T0 ABMKEHME, STO BBIHYK/IEHHOE CTMOaHNe OH BAPYT OIIYTHII, KAK YHUKEHUE — CIIOBHO
€ro 3aCTaBJISLIM MOKJIOHUTHCS YEMY-TO HETMIOHSITHOMY, Uy>KOMY, YeMy OH elI€ He 3Haj 1eHbl. byaro
cama 3eMJISTHKA MTPOBepsiia: «A Thl TOTOB TYT ObITh? ['0TOB 3a0bITh PO MapaIHYIO BBIPABKY U CTaTh
TaKHUM ke, Kak Bce?»

Koraa oH HakoHeI1 epecTymi Mopor, ero OyATo yAapuiIo CTEHOH 3aIaxoB: CIEPTHIN TyX MOp-
TSHOK U TI0Ta, TPOTOPKJIBIA JIBIM, €IKUH 3amax Marupoc, 3aTXJI0CTh, BheBascs B OpéeHa. Kto-To
KypWJI B yIJIy, KTO-TO €J1 IIPSIMO C KOJIeHa, a PsIOM, 3aBEPHYBIINCH B IIMHENb, criai Ooell. Beg ato
COBCEM He IMOXOIUJIO Ha MTA0HYIO MaJATKy U3 YIeOHUKOB — TYT XHM3Hb IIIJ1a Oe3 MapaioB, TI0 CBOUM,
KECTKUM TTpaBUIIAM.

[MToTomok ObLT U3 TOJNCTHIX OPEBEH, 3aKOHOMAYEHHBIX CYXON TPaBOW; CKBO3b IIEJIM BpeMeHaMU
CHITIAJTUCh TOHKKE CTPYHKH MeCKa — TaK OT3bIBAJIMCH JAIEKUE B3PBIBBI, JOXOAUBIIHUE CIOIA TITyXUM
comporanueM 3emutu. [7ie-1o B yriiy MOHOTOHHO Karajio: Tajasi BoAa MpoOrpasiack CKBO3b IEPEKPbI-
THE ¥ MaJjajla PeIKUMHU, TSOKEIBIMU KarlIsIMK, OTOMBAst CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN, PABHOAYIIIHBIA PUTM.

AptéM pacripaBuil 1jiedd, OyATO XOTeN CTPAXHYTh ¢ ceOsl 3TO OIIyIIeHHe HEJOBKOCTH, HO
BBITIPABKa Terephb Kazajach 3[ech MOUTH Heserol. OH orsabiBaics, OyATO UCKaJl XOTh YTO-TO 3Ha-
KOMOE, HO 3JIeCh BCE OBUIO «HE TIO YCTaBY»: JIOCKH KPHUBbBIC, CBET TYCKJIBIH, TOI0Cca MPULTYIIEHHbBIC,
OyITO aske TOBOPUTH TPOMKO TYT HENb3sl.

OH nmocnenu 3arayIuTh 3Ty HEJIOBKOCTb MPUBBIYHBIM, TBEPABIM TOHOM, KaK YUWIU HA Kyp-
cax:

— 3HauuT, 31ech mTadHoe pacroioxkeHne. Hamo coctaButh cxemy MOCTOB, MPOBEPUTDH Ooe-
KOMILIEKT, CBEpUTh rpapuku AexypcTB. M mycTh MHE TIOATOTOBSIT CBOAKY IO JIUYHOMY COCTaBY.

B 3emuisiHKe Ha CeKyHIy MOBHCIA TUIIMHA. [IOTOM KTO-TO THXO MOMEPXHYNICS OT cMexa, He
BBIJIEPXKAB 3TOTO CTPOTrOro, MO-KYPCAHTCKU BBIBEPEHHOTO TOHA. KTO-TO 3aysbiOaics B pykas, mpsida
YIBIOKY. A oivH 13 OOWIIOB, CUJIEBILINIA y CTEHbI, 3aKPbUI JIMIIO JIAJOHAMU — HE OT 0O0Ubl, a OyaTO
OT HEJIENIOCT MOMEHTA: MOJIOAOH JIEUTEHAHT C MPSAMOM CIMHOM M YCTaBOM KakK IIMTOM MOCPEAH TOU
OOKUTOM, TPOKOITYEHHON OKOTaMU SKU3HHU.

Epodeer Moua nocTaBuIl Ha CKOJIOUEHHBIN U3 IOCOK SIILUK [Tapy M'JIb3 — OJIHA JIEKaJjla POBHO,
Jpyrast Koco, 4yTh HakpeHuBIIMCh. [loToM oA miaza Ha Apréma.

CrapiHa ObLT HA TIOJITOJIOBBI HUKE JISUTEHAHTa, HO TaKOUM IMUPOKUH B TUIEYaX, YTO OYATO
3aHMMaJ OOJbIlle MECTa, YeM MOJIOKEHO. PykM y Hero ObLIM OrpOMHBIC, TSKENBIE, C y3JIOBATHIMU
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CyCTaBaMHM U CTapbIMU IIpaMaMu; KyJaKi — Kak Oy/JIbDKHUKHU. M BOT B 3TUX pyKax, B 9TOW MacCHB-
HOCTH He OBUIO CYETBI, TOJIbKO TSIKECTh, BBICTPalaHHAsI TOAAMHU OKOIIOB.

A B mazax EpodeeBa ornedartanach cMepTh — HE KaK CTpax, a Kak IPUBbIUYHAS COCEJKA, C
KOTOpPOU OH JaBHO XUBET O0K 0 O0k. OH CMOTpes He Murasi, ClIOKOMHO, OyATO BUIEN He (hopmy U
TMOTOHBI, & TO, YTO MpsYercs nog HUMu. OT 3TOro B3MIAAa ApTéMY CTAJIO KYTKO: OYATO €ro HACKBO3b
MIPOCBETUIM PEHTIEHOM M Telepb 3HAIOT PO HEro BC€ — U MpO TO, KaK OH OOUTCS, U MPO TO, KaK
CKYYaeT 110 IOMY.

— Cxemy cocraBuM. I'paduku cBepuM, — CIoKOiHO ckazan EpodeeB. — TonbKko ckaku MHe,
TOBAPMUIIL JIEUTEHAHT, a €CJI HOUbIO BCE MOMAET He Mo rpadguky? Ecim cBs3b pyXHET, HOCTHI COPBYTCS,
a K OIyIIKe MOJONIET He TOT MPOTUBHUK, UTO B cBoAKe? Uto Torma nenars Oynernis? 1o ycraBy?

ApTEM NEPHYI TUIEYOM, OYATO OTMAXHYJICS OT HEMPUSATHOTO:

— Io ycraBy u 6ynem neicTBOBaTh. Y CTaB OTOMY M HATMCAH, YTOOBI B JIDOOH CUTYAIU ObLIIO
SICHO, KTO U 4UTO JIEJIaerT.

— VYcraB xopolil, Korjaa Bc€ UIET, Kak MoJIoKeHO, — He MOBBIIIas rojoca, Bo3pasui Epodees.
— A TYT peAKoO 4TO UJET, KaK MOJI0KeHO. TyT HaJI0 He IyHKTbI IOMHUTB, a JTIofieH 3HaTh. V1 noHumars,
€ JUHUS JIOMaeTCsl.

BHyTpu y Apréma Bc€ cxkanocb. OH XOTesl OTBETUTh PE3KO, HATIOMHUTh, KTO TYT HauyaJIbHUK,
HO CJIOBA 3aCTPSUIM: B TOJIOCE CTAPIIMHBI He ObUTO HU BBI30BA, HM HACMEIIIKHM — TOJIBKO 3Ta MyTaloIiast
YBEPEHHOCTh, N3-32 KOTOPOU COJIIATHI MIETITAJIUCh, UTO psAaoM ¢ EpodeeBrim «Iyiist He OepeT». OHu
BEPUJIM, YTO OH (PApPTOBBIiA, YIAUJIMBbIIA, U IOTOMY TSHYJIMCh K HEMY, KaK K YeMY-TO HaJIE&KHOMY. A
ocuLiepsl, HAOOOPOT, AEPKATUCH HACTOPOXKE: C TAKMM YEJIOBEKOM He MOCTIOPHIIb, €ro He MepeKpH-
YMILIb, OH [TPOCTO 3HAET LIEHY CJIOBaM.

— 4 3mech 17151 TOro, YTOOBI MOPSIOK OBUT, — BBIIABUII APTEM, CTapasich, YTOOBI FOJIOC 3ByYal
TBEpKE. — [lOpAAOK M IUCIMIUIMHA — 3TO U €CTh TO, UTO HAC BCEX JIEPKMT.

— Tlopsnok nepxur, — He cran crioputh EpodeeB. — Tonbko nopsiiok Tyt apyroil. He
OyMakKHBII.

OHnu cTosuIM JpyT HANPOTUB JApyra: ApTEM C IPsSMOI CIIMHOM U YCTaBOM Kak utoM, Epodeen
— CIIOKOHMHBIN, OyATO eMy BCE 3TO JTaBHO 3HAKOMO, M CIIOPUTh TYT He O 4yeM. [lepenasnka BbIILIa
KOPOTKOM, 0e3 KpUKa, HO OLIyTUMOM.

Koraa onu pazonumics 1o aenam, oy U3 o(UIEpPOB, CTOSBIIAN y BXOJA, TUXO, IOUTH cede
o1 Hoc, Opocut ApTéMy:

— 3ayeM Tbl C HUM KOH(IMKTYeUIb. .. Thl €70 HE 3HaEelllb.

AptéM xoTen ObIIO OrphI3HYTHCS, HO (ppa3a MoBUCIA B BO3/yXe, TSKENas u npocrtast. U Brep-
BBIE 32 BECh JIEHb €MY CTaJIO HE CTOJIbKO CTPAIIIHO, CKOJIBKO CTHITHO — OYATO OH HE MPO AUCHUILIHY
TOBOPUJI, & TPOCTO MBITAJICS CIIPATAThCA 3a CTPOUKAMU YCTaBa.

Aptémy OBYapEeHCKOMY HEIaBHO MUCTIOMHWIIOCH IBAIATh TPH rofia. DTO ObLT ero MATHIN JeHb
Ha (ppoHTe. Beé emé ka3anoch KaKUM-TO UyXUM, OyITO MPOUCXoauT He ¢ HuM. OH He YCIieN HY T10-
HACTOSIIIIEMY YCTaTh, HU MOTEPSITh JAPY3€i, HU MPUBBIKHYTh K TOMY, YTO THUIIIMHA — 3TO HE MOKOM,
a 3aTUIIbe Tepell yIapoM.

OH BBIpOC B CeMbe, KOTOpast 10 MepKaM JOBOEHHOTO BPEMEHU CUMTANACh He MPOCTO obecrie-
YEHHOW — BIUATENIbHOW. MaTh — JOKTOp HayK, W3 IIyXOM JIepeBHH, TPOOUBINIasicsl B HayKy OJa-
rofapsi peIkou CriocOOHOCTH K TOYHBIM JucCIUTUTMHAM. OTel] — BBICOKONIOCTABJICHHBIN YMHOBHUK,
KECTKUI, TpeOOBATE/ILHBI, HAMHOTO CTapiie Marepu. B ux gome moO0Bb He U3MeEpsIach OOBATH-
savu. E€ MeprsioM ObLIIM pereTUTOPBI, TPEHEPBI, PACMCaHKe TI0 MUHYTaM M 1ieHa y4eOHUKOB, KOTO-
pble I APYTUX ceMel ObUTH IeJIbIM COCTOSTHUEM.

HlerctBO ApTéMa MpoIIo Mo 3HAKOM CTpaxa Mepes OHON-eIUHCTBEHHON BeIlIbl0 — pa3o-
yapoBath OTHA. [IeHb ObLT paclvcaH JI0 MUHYTHI: YUUTeNsA, 3aHATUsA, O0ph0a, pusnueckast Mmoaro-
ToBKa. CBOOOTHOTO BpEMEHU HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO. A €AMHCTBEHHOW HACTOSIIEN Yrpo30il ObUT OTIIOB-
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ckuil pemeHb. OH JOCTaBaJICS 32 JTIOOYI0 MeJIOUb: 3a0bUT (hopMy TSt (PU3KYIBTYPHI, TPUHEC HA YPOK
KOTEHKA, OTBJIEKCS] HAa YPOKe, MOTyYrII 3aMeyaHue B THeBHUK. Ho cTpaiHee Bcero ObUIO MPUHECTH
TPOUKY WK, He J1ail Oor, qBoiKy. Torma ortelr GarpoBer, XBaTajics 3a peMeHb U OpaJl:

— Tel 3Haem1b, KTO 5?! ThI MO30pHIITL MEHS U Hally cemblo! S BBIObIO U3 TeOs 3Ty aypb! Th
y MEHsI [0 CTPYHOUKE XOIUTh Oyaelb !

ApTEM OKOHYMJI HIKOJY MOYTU C 30JI0TOM MeJajiblo — JIMIIb JBE YETBEPKHU, MO XUMUU U
dusuke. [11s1 moOOro Apyroro 3to 6611 ObI MOBOA AJIS1 TOPAOCTH, HO JUISI OTIIA CTAJIO TIOBOJOM 3aMOJI-
4ath 1 OyJTO MepecTaTh 3aMeyarh ChiHA.

— Tbl B KOro yponuiicst Takoi?! — TOJIbKO U OPOCHIT OH.

JI€rkoe cmsiryeHue mpUILIo JIMIIG Toraa, korga B 1939 rony Aprém nocrynwi B MI'Y. Oreny
TOTZIa BIIEPBBIE 34 JIOJITO€ BpeMs MOXBAIMJI: CyXO, O€3 JIMIIHKUX CJIOB, MPOCTO MOXan pyky. s
Aptéma 310 OBUIO KaK COIHEYHBIN JIyY B TEMHOW KOMHATe — OH ObLJT CYaCTIIMB JI0 HeOec.

A notom nipuinia BoiHa. OTell BCeMU CUJIaMH IbITajicst yoepeub chiHa oT (ppoHTa. Ho omHa) b1
ApTEM TBEPIO CKa3aI:

— XBarurt. {1 B3pocinsiii. 51 uay Ha Kypchl 0pULEepoB.

Ortell IPUBBIYHO MOTSIHYJICA K PEMHIO, HO APTEM 0Ca/InJl €0 HEOKUAAHHO CIOKOMHBIM U TSIKE-
JIBIM TOJIOCOM:

— Tonbko monpooOyii.

B atoT pas yrposza cpadorana. OTel OTCTYIHII, HO HE CMOT OCTAaBHTh IMOCTIE/IHEE CIIOBO 32 COOO0M
AOCTONHO. JIUIb COMBUMBO BBIKPUKHYI PyraTeibCTBa:

— IMomén Bon! Y06 s Te6s1 He Buaen! CroxHens TaMm — Tak Tebe U HaJlo!

Marb xoTesia OpOCHTBCS K ChIHY, CHJIHIIACH BCTaTh, HO OTEI Ipy00 OAEPHYI e€:

— Cuperts! [TprOexuT emé Ha KOJIeHSIX yMOJAThH Oyaer!

APTEM paBHOIYILIHO OIVIS/IEN] KOMHATY, POAMTEJIEH 1 BBIIIEN, TPOMKO XJIOIHYB IBepblo. B TOoT
MOMEHT OH 4yBCTBOBAJI HE TOPEYb, a IMPOPHI0 — OYATO COPOCHII C TIIeY TSKETBIN, PKABBIA MAHIUPb.
BriepBblie B KM3HU OH caM MPUHSIT PELIEHNE, U HUKTO HE MOT €70 OTMEHUTb.

Tenepb, CTOSI MIepei HU3KOW ABEPbI0 3eMIISTHKM M CTUOAsCh, YTOOBI BOMTH, OH BIPYT CHOBA
YCJIBIIIAJ 3TOT OTUOBCKUM rosioc. Y MoHs1, 4To CHOBA MBITAETCS COOTBETCTBOBATh — TOJIBKO TETIEPh
HE OTIy, a YCTaBy. YCTaB CTajl €ro HOBOI CTPYHOUKOM1, 110 KOTOPOM OH JOJIKEH XoAuTh. 1 ot 3T0ro
Ha Jlylle CTAaHOBUJIOCH €ILE ropye.

ApTEM NOTSAHYICS K BBIXOY, TPUBBIYHO OXKHUAAS, YTO CEYAC TOIKHET ABEPh — U OKAXKETCS B
ApyroM Mupe: B Kopuaope mrada, B TEMJIOM KyIle Moe3/a, X0Ts Obl Ha 3aJTUTOM COHIIeM neppone. Ho
BMECTO 3TOTO €ro pyKa yrépiach B TSKENbIE, TPOKOIMYEHHBIE OpéBHA. OH 3amep, OyATO BIIEPBbIE IMO-
HACTOSILIEMY TIOHSUT: BBIXOIUTb HEKYy/Aa. DTo Teneps ero JoM. He Tot, riae ero yumiy cooTBeTCTBOBATh
Y HE Pa304apoBbIBATh, & ITOT CHIPOM OKOII, /1€ TEII0 — PEIKOCTh, a TUILIMHA — MPEAyIpeKICHHUE.

— ToBapui rBapaum JelTeHAHT, — pa3OyAWII €ro rojoc crapmuHbl. — [Topa Ha 00xo[ o3u-
umit. [Tpocunm pa3OyauTs.

ApTéM BRIIPAMUIICS, ONEPHYJT THMHACTEPKY, OyATO XOTeJ BEPHYTh ceOe Ty camMylo BBHITIPABKY,
KOTOpasi B 3eMJISIHKE Ka3ajiach Hesenou. Y marnys B OKorl.

OH mén, nmpoBepsist MOCThI, U OPE3NIUBO CTYNAT HOBBIMU HAYMIIIEHHBIMH SITIOBBIMU CAIlOTaMU
1o J1y’kaM. MecuBO U3 BOIbI, 3eMJIM U IJIMHBI XJTIONAJIO 10J] HOrAMH, pa3be3:Kajloch, UEIUISIOCh 3a
rosienuina. [locne Témon ouriepckoi 3eMJISTHKU BCE 3TO Ka3ajloCh aJIOM.

«Kak onu moavko mepnsim ?» — mogyMai oH, poxojst MuMo tiocta. M Tyt ke, OyATO MBITasCh
BEPHYTH ce0e XOTh KaIlTio KOHTPOJIs, PE3KO OPOCHII YaCOBOMY:

— JloknaapiBaii!

— Xopo1o BCE, ToBapuIl] KOMaHAUP. TOIBKO XOIOZHO HEMHOKKO, — THUXO OTBETHJI COJIAT.

— D710 4TO 3a IoKad, 6oer?! — APTEM yxke XoTes I00aBUTh YTO-TO MPO yCTaB, Mpo GhopMy
JOKJIaJa, HO He ycrell.
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Crapumza EpodeeB nonoxu TSkENylo pyKy eMy Ha IUIedo, MSTKO, HO Tak, YTO CIIOPUTh HE
XOTEJOCh.

— Toi He cepuait. dt0 AKyT, ropnocts Hatero nosika. [lapens xopormii. [Tapau ero «opauHbIM
r1a3oM» 30BYyT. CaM npuiién Ha BoiHy. CToIbKO (hpULIEB MOJIOKUT — U UXHHUE O(PULIEPH y HETO Ha
cuety ecTb. [ pamote He 0OyueH, ycTaBa He moHnMaeT. Ha ¢puiia xonur, kak Ha 3Bepst, — oauH. Tak
1 roBopuT: «Ha oxoty nomén, Ha 3Beps1, ToBapuill 0osbInon Komanaup. Koro 100bITh HA/IO ceroms,
TOBApPUII] OUeHb OOJBIIION KOMaHAUP?» Y Hero CBOE OTHOIICHUE K 3BaHUSM: MAJICHbKUI KOMaHIUP,
KOMaHAMP, OOJIBIIION KOMaHUP, OYeHb OOJBIION KOMAHIUP. .. MBI YK TPUBBIKJIM.

EpocdeeB kopoTko paccMestics v XJIoNHY1 ApTéma 1o 1uiedy. OHU MO JaJiblie.

— Bor, ckaxeM, HaJIo A3bIKA JOOBITh, — MPOIOIKUII CTApIIMHA, OYATO MPOAOIKAS TOT CAMBIN
pasroBop, KOTOpBI ApTéM emE He ycrel HayaTth. — Tak SIKyT ero m noObiBaeT. YXOIUT Ha TPH-
yeTblpe IHs. MBI YK ¢ HUIM IPOCTUMCS MBICJIEHHO: MOJI, HE CIIOKWJI Hall SIKyT. A MOTOM CMOTpUM
— BepHyJcs. f3bIK, TpaBa, He EJblid: OOBIYHO YKa3aTeslbHbIE MaJbIbl OTPEKET, YTOOBI BOTIO U
COMpOTHBJIEHUE CIIOMUTH. U BenET, Kak ociuka Ha BepéBke. CHairep OH XOpoImil — 0e3 ONTHKH,
0e3 BCSIKUX MpUOITy/, TPOCTHIM MPHIIeIoM ObET. MHOTHE U3 HAC eMY JKU3HBIO 00s13aHbl. Pa3zBeunku
BCE yIpallvBaii KOMaHAMpa MEPEBECTU €ro K HUM, /1a TOT Ha CBOEM CTOMT — HE OTHAET.

APpTEM ciryliasl ¥ 4YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK BHYTPH BCE CKMMAETCS HE OT CTPaxa, a OT HECOOTBETCTBHUS.
BoOT OH — 3TOT «HENpaBUJIbHBIN» COJIAAT, KOTOPBIH JAENAET TO, YETO HE HAIUIITYT HU B OIHOM YCTaBe.
W BOT OH cam — JIelTeHaHT, KOTOPbII 3HAET BCE MPABIIIbHBIE CJIOBA, HO HE 3HAET, KaK BECTH ceOs
PSA/IOM C TAKMM YEJIOBEKOM.

OHM ocTaHOBWIIKCH Yy o4epenHoro nocra. Conjar NOAHSUT HAa HUX CIIOKOIHbIE, BHUMATE/IbHbIE
r1a3za — OyJTO BU/IEN HE MTOTOHBI, a TO, YTO Mo HUMU. Y 4y Th HAKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, Kak OyTO OIIEHUBAJ:
9TOT HOBBIN JIGWTEHAHT — OH CBOW WJIM 4ykoi? U OT 4ero-to JieTeHaHT MPOCTO OTBEpHYJICSA, Oe3
BOIIPOCOB M OPOCHJT CTapIIIHHE:

JHanplie momm!

— VY Hac B Cubupy npy MUHYC TPUILIATU HE Tak 350K0, — KOHCTaThpoBan VBaH, MOKOCHB-
LIMCh Ha JIeTeHaHTa. TOT €XWICs U IPY KaX A0 OCTAHOBKE IPUHUMAJI 9TY CMEILIHYIO, YUCTO TOPOJ-
CKYIO CTOHKY: TJIEYM BBEpX, PYKH K Ipyau, OyATO XOTeN B ce0si CpsATaThbCsl. — Y Hac 3MMOW BO3IyX
CYXOH, a TyT OOJIOTHHA, THUJIbIE MECTa. A BbI OTKY/Ia, TOBAPHII] JISUTEHAHT? — C UHTEPECOM CITPOCHIT
Epodees.

— W3 MockBHI ... — OypKHY! ApTéM, He CKpbIBasi pa3apakeHus. EMy He XoTenoch H1 pasro-
BOPOB, HU 3TOTO TATYYEro, MPOMO3IJIOTO X0JI0/1a, HM caMoro cedst B 9Toi poir. OH UCKOca ITISHY.T Ha
CTapUIMHY: KPETKHi1, KOPEHACTBI MYKHK C IIMPOKUMHU IJIe4aMu U KOPOTKMMU Horamu. Hacrosmmii
Me[Be/lb, TBOIO MaTh. BaTHHK 1 HAOpOIIIEHHAs! CBEpXY IUIAI-TAJIATKA TOJbKO YCHJIMBAIM 9TOT 00pas.

— 3Hauut, U3 camou cronuibl. JlennHa, Heb6och, Buen? MiBaH ObLT MPOCTHIM B OOIICHUH,
PYCCKHMM MYKHMKOM U TOHKOCTEW B Pa3roBOpe C KOMAHAUPOM HE YJIaBIMBAJl.

— Bunen! — psiBkHy;1 ApTéM U TYT ke cam cedst oaepHyn. Ho ObL10 mo3aHo.

«XBaTHT, cTapirHa!» — XOTeJOCh KPUKHYTh, HO CJIOBA 3aCTPsUIM B Topiie. ApTéM ObUI yKe
TPETHUM KOMAaHAMPOM B 3TOM B3BOJE 3a TP HEMOJHBIX Mecsla. DTa MbIC/Ib, KaKk 3aHO3a, CUesa
B HEM: €CJIM U OH HE YIEPXKUTCS, €C/IA OH TOKE CTMHET, 3HAYMT, OH JIEMCTBUTEIPHO HA HAa YTO HE
TOIUTCS B 9TOH KU3HU.

Kaxk xe Bc€-Taku Ob110 X0poro goMa! BeicTpee Obl BEpHYThCS B 3¢MIISIHKY, BBIITUTH TOPSYETO
4aio, BBIKYPUTD MATMPOCKY U MOCHATh XOTh JIBa Yaca J0 cieayoiei mpoepku. Ceituac, B 9TOM Cypo-
BOW PEaIbHOCTH, TO Ka3aJ0Ch KAKUM-TO PANCKUM OJIaKEHCTBOM.

Epodees xoten emg uTo-TO CKa3aTh, yke HaOpas BO3AyX, HO ApTém onepent: — OTCTaBUTh
pasroBopurku! MbI TYT He JISICHI TOYUTh COOPAIHCH!

B rosioBe y Aptéma ¢ BU3rom JIeTsIei myJid BepTesiach OIHA MbICb: «DTOMY MYXKHUKY CJIOBHO
He xosonHo. M€t Bpa3Basiouky, BOH Jlake TMMHACTEPKA CBEpXy paccrérnyrtal» Pazapaxenue u
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KaKasi-TO HeTIOHATHAsi 00M/a OT BCEro MPOUCXOSIIEro 3aoHIIN BCE ero o3s101ee Teno. He Takoro
oH cebe oxuaan. OH roToBwics K 000, K aTake, cOOMpascs rpaMOTHO PYKOBOAUTH U MOOEKAATh
Bpara, a BMECTO TOrO 3aHUMAETCS KaKON-TO €pyH[IOM.

«Jla on 3sieBaeTcs Haj1o MHOM. [IpoBepsieT Ha BIIUBOCTh. MOJI, TAKOM OBIBAJIBINA, BEIHOCIIUBBIH,
a s TyT...» — 3Ta MBICTIb O0OKIJIA, U APTEM yXBaTWIICS 3a He€, KaK 3a OIpaBaHie CBOEH 3JI0CTH.

Barsaa ero 3auenwics 3a pacaxHyTyl0 TMMHACTEPKY CTapIIMHBI, U3-T10/] KOTOPO! BBIITIS/IbI-
Basa Obrubs miess. — Crapmmna EpodeeB, nouemy HapylieHue ycraBa — HoteHue ¢popmbi? Vnm
TOXE YCTaBy He 00yueH? — ToJIoC COpBaJICs MOYTH HAa KPUK, M OT 3TOro Aprémy crasio emie donee
CTBIJJHO.

— OO06yyeH, — npotsnyn MBan [JaHUIOBMY CBOMM HU3KHMM, HEMOHUMaImM Oacom. — Jla
9TO y MEH4 1LlIesd KOpOTKas, HaTupaeT. A TyT Kak HaTpElllb, Tak BCE 3arHUBAET. bosloTuHa ke, Mecto
rausoe. BoH JaBeua OflMH rofisiiky caroroMm HaTép — Tak HeJeJlio OTOM Ha NMEPEBSA30YHbINA MTyHKT
oerai. ..

ApTEM He a1 eMy JI0roBopuTh. — 3actéruBait nasan! {1 ckazan!

Epodees nocimynino norsnysncs K nmyropuiiaM. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 HEJIOBKO MbITAJICS NONACTh B
TMIETJTH, 11Ies1 €r0 TOMOPIIIIIACh, KOXKa COOMpaIach CKJIaJAKaMu, ¥ ObLIIO BUIHO, YTO 3ACTETMBATHCS EMY
HEYI00HO U TskeNno. — U kpiodok! — psaBkHy1 Aprém. — He momyunrcsi, ToBapwill JISHTeHaHT, —
CITOKOIHO, 6e3 06w bl, poTsanyn Epodees. — Illes He nmacr.

U 1yt Aptém Oyaro copsasicsi. OH MOACKOYMI, CXBATWJI Kpail BOPOTHUKA M CaM TIOTIBITAJICS
3aLenuTh KpovoK. [Tablibl Aposkaiy OT X010/ U 3710CTH, KPIOYOK COCKOJIb3HYJI M BIIWJICS HE B NIETIIIO,
a psIMO B KOXKY Ha I11ee crapiivHbl. [Ipoctynuiia Kamis KpoBH.

Epodeer naxe He népuysncs. Tompko nocmoTpen Ha ApTéMa — He ¢ HEHAaBUCTBIO, a C KAKUM-
TO YCTaJIbIM, TIOUTH OTIIOBCKUM YKOPOM. — 3a 4TO Tak Tpy0o, TOBAPHUII] JICUTCHAHT?

CnoBa ynapuiy cuibHee T000ro Kpuka. ApTEM BIPYT MMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK M3 HETO Pa30M BBIXO-
IWMT BECh ITOT TOPSUUIA, 37I0M BO3IyX. — f1... s He XOTes, — MpoOOPMOTaI OH, OTCTYTIas Ha IIar.

— 3Halo, 4TO He XOTeNu, — TUX0 oTBeTU] EpoeeB 1 akKypaTHO OTLENUI KPIOYOK, HE CBOJS
¢ Apréma criokoitHoro B3misaa. — Ho Tyt He MockBa, ToBapui sieiiteHaHT. TyT ycraB — He 1po
Kp1odyku. TyT OH Mpo TO, YTOOBI JIIOIU KMBBIMU OCTITUCh.

ITH CJI0Ba YK B TUIIMHY, KaK KaMeHb B BOAY, U MOIUIH Kpyramu. ApTéM XOTe ObLIO YTo-
TO BO3Pa3uTh, CHOBA CXBATUThCS 32 YCTaB, 32 CBOM 3HaHMS, NIOJlyUYEHHbIE B yUWIUILE, HO CJIOBA HE
1. OH TOJIBKO KUBHYJI, HE IOJHUMAs IJ1a3.

A BHYTpH y Hero BAPYT BCE mepeBepHynoch. [lo 3Toi CEeKyHpI yCTaB ObLI €ro IIUTOM, €1H-
CTBEHHOM BelIbl0, KOTOpas Jejlajla €ro HaCTOSALIMM KOMAaHAUPOM. A Tenepb OH BAPYI MOHSJI: TOT
IIUT 3[IeCh MOXET cTaTh 00y30i. U eciu oH OyleT HeriaThes 3a KPIOUKY U IOKJIAIBI, OH HE 3alUTUT
HUKOTO — HHM ceOs1, HU 3THX JIIOZIEH, KOTOpbIe CMOTPAT Ha HEro ceiuac He ¢ OKUIaHUEeM, a C Teprie-
JIMBBIM HEIOYMEHUEM.

Onu nonwm ganeine, Momya. Aptém OoJblie He TpeOoBas JOKIAA0B, HE CMOTPE HA PEMHU U
MOZIBOPOTHUYKHU. A B rOJIOBE y HEro KpyTuiack ofHa paza: «Tym ycmae — He npo Kpiouku...» —
Y C KaX/IpIM II1arOM OHA CTAHOBWJIACH BCE TSXKEJEe, HO U BCE IIPABIUBEE.

OHU UM Jasibliie 1Mo OKoMy, Mojya. ApTéM BCE elllé YyBCTBOBAJI, KAk rOPST IIEKU OT CThIJA,
Y He 3HaJI, 4To cKa3ath. A EpodeeB 1marai poBHO, He TOPOIISICh, OyITO TSKECTh STOTO AHS Obl1a eMy
MPUBbIYHA.

— Ilpocrute, TOBapuIl crapiivHa, — HakoHell BblgaBuil Aprém. CioBa po3ByYaln KaJKo,
HO OH BCE-TaKM UX cKazaj. — [la najHo, neiiTteHaHT, — cIoKoiHO otBeTw] Epodees, He misns Ha
Hero. — Tyt He 3a yto npowarek. TyT IPOCTO XOJIOIHO.

ApT1éM XoTes ObUTO YTO-TO J0OABUTH, HO 3aMETWJI, KaK CTapIIMHA Ha CEKyHIy 3amep, OyaTo
npucymuBasch K cede. [IoToM TsKeno BHIIOXHYI, U Map W30 pTa PBAHYJICS BIEPEN, PacTBOPSISCH
B CBIPOM BO3[yXE.
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— V nac nox MpkyTckoMm, Bo3sie AHTaphbl, TOXe ObIBAJIO XOJIOAHO, — HEOXHUIAHHO THXO MPO-
ropopu1 Epocdees, Oynro He Aprémy, a cede camomy. — Ho Tam MOPO3 CyXOid, YeCTHBIN. A TyT...
6onotuHa. OHa Y1y BHITATUBAET.

OH nomosyast, 1 ApTéM BAPYT MOHSI, UTO Celvac CTapiliiHa TOBOPUT HE MPO MOTOfy.

— 4 tam, B ceste, K Ky3Helly B IOAMAacTepbs Nouen. beicTpo cxBarbiBasl. BCE MHE HPaBWIIOCH:
MeTaJljI, OTOHb, KOTJa Belllb U3 HU4ero poxaaercs. Jlom mul ¢ JleHoukoit oOyctpoun. OHa ¢eib-
nepoM padoTana, e€ Bce yBaxkanu. [lymanu, )Ku3Hb HAJIAIUIACh. . .

Epodees cHoBa 3amomuait. Ha 1ot pa3 Hajonro. ApTéM He pelalicsl HU NepeOuBaTh, HUA CIIpa-
mMBath. OH IPOCTO HIEN PSIIOM U CJIyIIaj TUIIMHY, B KOTOPOH CJI0Ba 3By4Yasld TPOMYE KpUKa.

— A norom JleHOUKy cOuI TbsiHBIN KOHIOX. [Ipsimo Ha ynuie. B temHote. [ cam e€ Hamérn. ..
no3aHo. [Tocne storo mymait, uro Be€, korell. [Torom BoiiHa. [omén gnodpoBosnbiiem. ymat, mycTh
yX cpasy... A cMepTh Bc€ Mumo. Jlpy3eii Tepsil, a caM kUB. BOT U rOBOPSIT, UTO 3arOBOPEHHBIN. A
MHE Ka)XeTCsl, POKJIAT: TOJIBKO MPUBSIKEIIbCS — U TEPSIEIlb.

AptéM criotHys. EMy BAPYT cTajio CTHIAHO He 32 KPIOYOK, He 32 KPUK, a 32 TO, YTO OH BOOOIIE
MEPWUJI 3TOTO YeJIOBEKA CBOMMH YCTABHBIMU MEpPKaMHU.

— INoTtomy s 1 He MOOITIO JIUITHUX CJIOB, JielTeHaHT. M He JIio0JTIo0, KOT/ia YeIoBeKa 3a IMyTrOBUILY
TAHYT. 7KU3Hb U Tak XBaTaeT 3a roplo.

OHU OCTaHOBWJIMCh y ovepenHoro nocra. YacoBoi kuBHYJI EpodeeBy, kKak crapoMy 3HaKO-
MOMY, U CTapIlIMHA YyTh 3aMETHO YJIBIOHYJICSI €My B OTBET — TakK, OyATO 3TOT KMBOK ObUT BaXKHee
moOOoro IoKJIaa.

— Ceituac camoe Tpy/IHOE BpeMsl HauHETCs, — TUXO ckasasl Epodees, misais B TEMHOTY, T
HOYb YK€ CMBIKaJIach C 3eMJIEN. — C YeThIPEX JIHs 10 BOCBMU yTpa MOCTH ycUIuBaloT. [141h yacoB Ha
3TOM MOKPOM MOpO3€ — 3TO He PO XpadpOCTb. DTO MPO TO, YTOOBI IPOCTO HE COMTH ¢ ymMa. MHHYC
JBEHa/LaTh, a TEJIO JO KOCTEH MPOMEep3aeT, oJekaa BiaxkHas. TyT He Ipo KPIOUKU HAJI0 AyMaTh, a
PO TO, KaK YesoBeKa coepeyb.

OH noBepHyJcst K ApTéMy, U B €ro B3IIsAe He ObUIO HU YIPEKA, HU JKaJIOCTH — TOJIBKO CIIO-
KOIHas TSKECTb, KOTOPYIO OH HEC CTOJIBKO JIET.

— Bu1, TOBapwuI JefiTeHaHT, He OoiTeCh OBITh HeUIeaIbHBIM. bolTech ObITh PABHOMYIITHBIM.
A ycTaB... yCTaB TYT TakOW: YTOOBI KaK/IbIH, KTO CMEHY OTCTOSLI, )KHUBBIM JOMOUW BEpHYJCS. XOTb
KOTJ1a-HUOYIb.

[Mpuns B 3eMissHKY, ApTéM pasfesicsi, HATWI TOPSiYMi Yaid v, He pa3feBasich O KOHIA, OyX-
HYJICSI HA Hapbl. B 3eMJIsiHKe OBUIO TEIUIo, MaxJo CEHOM, IPEBECHHOM, 3eMJIEN U AOTOPABIIMMH B
Oypikyiike noneHbsiMi. OH 3aKpbUI TJ1a3a U TIOUTH Cpa3y MPOBAIUIICS B COH.

Emy cHumiics oM. Mama craBuiia Ha CTOJ TapesKy ropsiaix MUPOKKOB, 32 OKHOM Taajl MyIIH-
CTBII CHET, a B KOMHATe IMaxJio S0JJ0KaMH ¥ BaHWIbIO. ApPTEM XOTeJl CKa3aTh ed YTO-TO BaKHOE, HO
He MOT ofo0path c1oB. OH IPOCTO CHIET U CMOTpEJI, KaK OHa YJbI0aeTcsl, 1 1yBCTBOBAJ, KaK TEIUIO
pasnuBaercs 1o Ipyau.

— Tpesora! K 6010! Hemitbsl Ha mpopsIB! — TrpyOblil KPUK BOPBAJICS B COH, KaK yJaap carorom
B JBEPb.

APTEM NOICKOUYMII, HE TIOHUMas, TIE OH, YTO ITporcxoauTt. [lepes riazamu eme crosiyia MaMHHA
KyXHsI, 2 BOKPYT ObLIa 3aKOMUEHHAs 3eMJISTHKA, CAalloTd, PEMHH, JIIOH, KOTOPhIE YK€ BBICKAKMBAJIH
Hapyxy.

OH cxBaTWJ peMeHb, MOMBITAICS 3ampaBUTh pyoOamky. [lambliel He Ciyanuch, MyroBUIla
HUKaK He rornajaja B MEeTI0, U OT 3TOro MaHWKa TOJNbKO HapacTasia. «CIOKOWHO, CIIOKOMHO!» —
TOBOPWJI OH ceOe, HO TOJIOC BHYTPH 3BYYal XKalKO U THXO.

BriGexaB HapyxKy, OH cpa3y momaj B xaoc. TeMHOTa, BCIIBIIIKA BBICTPENIOB, KPUKH, 3amax
1opoxa M celpocTu. [ 1e-To coBceM psiioM, B OKOIIE, pa30pBaslach IpaHaTa, U 3eMJisl B3[pOTrHYJIa MO/
HOTaMH.
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B 310ii cymaroxe oH BApyr yBuaen Epodeera. CrapiivHa CTOSUT CIIOKOWHO, OYITO TIOCpean
OypH, ¥ pa3aBasl KOPOTKHUE, YETKHE KOMaHIbl: — BTopoi cektop — aepxathb! ITaTpoHb 5KOHOMUTB !

ApTéM xoTesn ObUIO KPUKHYTh: «$1 371€Ch, 1 KOMaHIUp!», HO CJI0Ba 3aCTpsiiv B ropiie. OH TOJIbKO
uiarny’ Brepén, 1 Epodees Ha cekyHy noiimain ero B3risa. — [lepxu cekrop, JJEUTeHaHT, — CII0-
KOWMHO CKa3aJ OH, Oy/ITO 3T0 OblTa camasi ecTeCTBeHHasi Belllb Ha cBete. — He ctoil. M kacky HajieHb,
WIM KUTh HE XO4uelllb. ApTEM He CTasl COPUTh, & METHYJICS B 3MJISIHKY 3a Kackod. BHyTpu Obu10
BCE TaK K€ TEIJIO, HO Teephb 3TOT TEIUIbII 3allax ceHa Ka3aJicsl YyKUM, ITOYTH MPeaaTebCKUM —
OyITO OH BOOOIIE U3 APYroro Mupa. B rmoixyTeMe OH Halapuil KacKy, Ty camylo, C TOMSTHIM KPaeM.
[Manbliel HAKOHEI-TO CPadOTAIIH, OH C IJIETIKOM HaTSHY/ Ha TIOAOOPOIOK PEMEIIOK — U 3TOT CYXOH,
KOPOTKHUH 3BYK BJAPYT MPO3BYYal KaKk KOMaHJa caMoMy cede: «Jlepkuch».

B TOT e mMur ABeph 3eMJISTHKM pacraxHyJach ¢ TaKUM TPECKOM, OyITO e€ He OTKpBUIM, a
COPBAJIH C TIETEIIb.

Ha nopore crosin Epodees. JIuio — kak KaMeHb: HU 3JI0CTH, HU CHELIKU, TOJIbKO KeJe3Hasi
coOpaHHOCTh. OH KOPOTKO TIISIHYJ Ha ApTéMa — M B 9TOM B3IJIsifIe OBUIO cpa3y BCE: M «BUKY, UTO
TPACELIBCS», U «HO ThI CIIPABUIIILCS».

— OOcTaHOBKa Takasi, — HErPOMKO, HO TaK, YTO CJBIIIHO CKBO3b I'poxoT, Opocui Epodees.
— Ha nanpHeMm mocty cBsi3b mpornasia, peodsaTa TaM MouTH Beenyio cuadr. S tyna. epku no3urmio
WX, eclii 00BaJI 0OOPOHBI — Cpa3y JiaM 3HaTh. A TyT y TeOst BTopoit cektop, [TeTpoB ¢ CeMEHOBBIM
Ha MecTe, OHM MapHH Kpenkue ObBasibie. Tenepb TBOsI ouepeib KOMaHI0BaTh, JieiteHanT. He xau,
ToKa 3a TeOs pernar.

ApTEM XOTen ckazarh: «51 He TOTOB», XOTeJl XOTh CJIOBO BBIJIABUTD, YTOOBI CTAPIIMHA TIOHSLT, KaK
y Hero BHyTpH Bc€ apoxuT. Ho Epodees He xnan onpaBaannid. OH marnyn Oivke, 9yTh TOHU3UT
rojioc — OyITO JeTHICS He MPUKA30M, a YeM-TO CBOUM, TSIKEIBIM:

— [Hasaii, nepxuch. I komanayii. ITycTh He TPOMKO, IMyCTh HE KPACUBO — TJIABHOE, YTOOBI
CIIBIITHO ObUTO. YTOOB! MApHU 3HAIM: KOMAaHAUD TYT, OH BUJWT, OH C HUMH.

— [Hasaii, nepxuch. I komanayii. ITycTh He TPOMKO, MyCTh HE KPACUBO — TJIABHOE, YTOOBI
CIBIITHO ObUTO. YTOOBI MapHU 3HAIM: KOMAaHIUP TYT, OH BUAUT, OH JIEPKUT.

OH emg cexyH/1y IOCTOsII, OyATO XOTEN YTO-TO JOOABUTh, HO TOJIBKO KOPOTKO KUBHYJL:

— 41 Ha naneHOL. [loMOKY Tebe, Kak 7ooepych. [lepkKuch TyT.

N ymén — He Gerom, He B cyeTe, a POBHO, TBEPIO, PACTBOPSSACH B TEMHOTE, /i€ BCIIBIIIKH
Pa3pbIBOB YEPTHIIN HEOO PBAHBIMU JIMHUSMHU.

AptéM octascs y ABepu. B yiax 3BeHesno, majblpl BCE enié CKMMaid KacKy, OyATo oHa Oblia
sskopeM. Ho Tenepp B rpyiy MOsIBUJIOCH YTO-TO HOBOE — HE CIIOKOWCTBHUE, HET, a TSKECTb OTBET-
CTBEHHOCTHU, KOTOpasi BAPYTI NepecTaya Ka3aTbCsl YyKOW.

JlefiTeHaHT Me/IUJI, HE B CHJIaX 3aCTaBHUTh ceOs1 BBITH Hapyxky. Teno OyATo CKOBAJIO JIBIOM:
HOTY NIOATrU0ANCh, PYKHU TPSICIHCH, U IaXKe 3aIpaBUTh TMHMHACTEPKY Ka3aJ0Ch HETIOCHITLHOM 3a/1a9ei.
OH Koe-Kak CTsIHYJ TOJbl, Najblbl MyTAIUCh B MYTOBULIAX, a B TPYIU BCE CKUMAJIOCh OT INIyXOrO,
’KMBOTHOTO CTpaxa.

BHesarHo psiom rpoxHysa ouepenb KpynHokaaoepHoro MG-42, B OTBET KOPOTKO PSIBKHYT
[T — u TyT )€ 3amonk. EmE aBToMaTHbie ouepean, U cpady B OTBET — JIBA IyJIEMETa OAHOBpE-
MEHHO, CJIMBAsACh B OJUH CIUIOLIIHOI BOH.

«Hemernkue mynemMErsl... mpsamo 3a nanatkon! [TpopsB... Tak ObICTpO!» — MpoOHECIoCh B
rojiose y Apréma.

OHn meTHyscs K qBepr. COMTast U3 TOJCTHIX JIOCOK CTBOPKA; OHA M MPaBJa JaBaja OIIyICHUE
HaIEKHOCTH, TIOKa Obl1a 3aKpbiTa. Ceifuac ApTEM CTOSUT K Held BIUIOTHYIO ¥ BUJIEJT CKBO3b ILIEJH Y3KHUE
TI0JIOCHI CBETa — OT BCIIBILLIEK BBICTPENIOB. B 3THX mosnocax misicaiay NbUIMHKY, U Ka3aJIoch, YTO cama
JBEPb IPOKUT OT IPOXOTA CHAPYKH.

CKBO3b LIEIM OH YBUJEJ BCIIBIIIKY — OTHH, BBIPHIBAIOILIMECS U3 CTBOJIOB, HA CEKYH/Iy BbIXBa-
THIBAJIM U3 TEMHOTBI CHITY3T. OTPOMHBIi, TSKENBIN, CIOBHO JIEMOH M3 KOIIMapa: CBET MYJIEMETHBIX
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odepezielt 0OpHCOBBIBAI ero, OynTo BbiceKkas u3 Mpaka. [IpotuBocrosinue [MI1I 3axne6HyI0Ch B 9TOM
Ipoxore.

ApTEM He BUJIEJ JIUIA, HO KOKEH YyBCTBOBAJL: CHITY3T MOoBepHYJIcs K Bxoay. [€nkuyn cyck. I
B 3TOT MUT BECh MUP CY3HJICS JO TOUKU — JI0 ITOTO IIEIUKA, JJO 3araxa rapy U CbIpoCTH, A0 TSKECTU
B )KMBOTE, T/ie OyATO KPYTHIM PACKAIEHHOW KOYEProi.

— Mawma... MaMOUKa. .. — TMPOIIENTAaJl OH, TOJIOC COPBAJICS HA KATOOHBIN THCK.

Horu cranmu BaTHBIMH, OH OCEJI, ¥ peasIbHOCTh OOPYIIMIACh OKOHYATEIbHO. BHU3Y KMBOTa BCE
000pBaJIOCh, ¥ MO IITaHaM MOTEKJIO, Carlory OBICTPO HATIOJHWIINCH, YaBKHYJIHM TPH MaJIeHIeM JBH-
xeHuu. CTpax nepectait ObITh IPOCTO CTPAXOM — OH CTall (PU3UYECKUM, JIUMTKAM, YHUZUTEIbHBIM.

B rosnoBe mMenbkHY0: «PsaomM koOypa. .. muctoneT!» OH pBaHyICsA K HEH, TaJIbIbl CYIOPOKHO
BLIETIMJINCh B PYKOAATh, HO KOOypa OyaTO Jepkajia HAMEePTBO, HE OT/AaBajia opyxkue. ApTéM aéprai,
TSAHYJI, KaK 3aTrHAaHHBIN KPOJIMK, KOTOPBIM KOHBY/IbCUBHO MOANPHITMBAET B JIOBYILIKE, HE BU/IS BBIXOJA.

A crTyST He cTal Harmoarhbest, YTo0sl BoTH. OH IPOCTO yaapui B [Beph. He HOrow, He rjiedom
— MPOCTO MIArHyJ BOEPEN, U TSKENbIE TOCKU He Bblaepkaau. C OrIylUTeIbHBIM TPECKOM CTBOPKA
copBaJlach C IETesb, MpoJieTesia Yepe3 3eMIISTHKY U C TPOXOTOM Bpe3aslach B ITPOTUBOIOJIOKHYIO
creHy. Ha MrHoBeHue JIeTeHaHTy MOKa3aJ0Ch, YTO 3TOT YEIOBEK — HET, 3TO CYLIECTBO — 3aIloJ-
HWJIO COOO0M BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO, BHITECHUB BO3/YX, CBET, CAMY BO3ZMOXHOCTD JIBIIIATS.

Hakoser, ¢ XpycToM, MUCTOJIET BBICKOJIB3HYJT U3 KOOYpbl. APTEM paccTaBUJI HOTH, KaK B KOB-
O0IiCKMX (bUIbMax, carnoru MPOTUBHO YaBKHYJM, U OH HampaBWi CTBON Ha (puiia. Ha cexyHny B
HEM BCIBIXHYJIO JIOKHOE YYBCTBO MPEBOCXOACTBA: «S] Ha Myike! Ceifyac BHICTPENO — U BCE 3aKOH-
quTcs!»

Ho packanénnas kouepra B )KMBOTE HE YHUMAaJIACh, TOJIBKO CUJIbHEE HAKPYUYMBaJIa KUILIKHU.

— Bor, Masunbl? Tam 1o BeICTpesiaM HE MEHbIIIE TI0KMHbl ABTOMAaTYMKOB HE CIPaBHIIUCh. ..
Kaxo#t cOpon MHe JocTasics. .. — MPOHECNIOCh Y HEToO B TOJIOBE, U 3Ta 3JI0CTh Ha caMoro ceOst BAPYT
Jajia KpOIIEYHYIo Oopy.

durypa HemIIa Kazaaach OTPOMHOM He TOJIbKO M3-32 POCTa: KOXKaHbIN IJIaIll 100aBIsI Beca, 3a
HUM yraJpIBaJicsl MAaCCUBHBIN KOpoO mysneméra. Ha ronoBe — kacka, mpocTpesieHHasi B HECKOJIbKUX
MecTax, UCKOpEKeHHas, C BMATUHaMU. JIMIIO. .. TUII0 OBUIO KaK ¢ apUiCKMX IJIAKAaTOB, HO U3YPOAO-
BaHHOE: KOXa BHCEJIa JIOCKyTaMH, OyATO Pe3rMHOBasi, HO KPOBU MOYTH He ObUIO. DTO JeJajo ero He
YeJIOBEKOM, a YEM-TO HEBO3MOXKHBIM, KOLIIMAPHBIM.

— Y10 32 CpaHb TYT NPOUCXOAUT. .. DTO COH. .. — MPOLIENTA APTEM, LIETUIASACH 32 3TY MbIC]Ib,
KaK 3a COJIOMUHKY.

®purr otOpocuin paspsikeHHbIH myaeMeT. [laTponsl KoHUMIMCh. Bosnbiie opyxkust He ObUIO
BUJIHO.

— Tonyuwn, dammcrckas Mpasb! — BBIKPUKHYT ApTéM, noadanpuBas ceOsi, U, 3aKMYpUB-
IIKCh, PA3PSIIWII TIOJIOBUHY OOOMMBI B TPYAb IPOTUBHUKA.

Paznanca meramumueckuii jis3r. Ilynu orckouniu, He npuynHUB Bpena. [IpoTuBHUK naxe He
nepHyJcs. ToNbKO MEAJIEHHO OIYCTUJI B3IJISI/L HA CBOIO TPY/b.

— Bponerumra! — cooOpa3ui JISNTEeHaHT U OCTABIITYIOCS] 0O0MMY BCAIVIT B JIUIIO.

TonoBa cyiecTBa JUIb YyTh KAUHYJIaCh OT MOMAJaHui, OyATO €€ TOJKaIM, HO HE MOIJIU C/IBU-
HyTb. [locne nmocnenHero BeICTpesia OHA 3aMepiia Ha CEKYHY — M 3Ta CeKyHa MoKa3ajiach ApTéMy
BEYHOCTBI0. OH 3aCTbUI, IAPAJIM30BAHHBIN YKACOM.

3areM ¢urypa MesIeHHO NogHsIa B3sAA. Koka Ha jiniie yacTU4YHO crieTesa, BUcesa pBaHbIMU
nockytamu. Tam, r7ie JOMDKHBI ObUTH OBITH IJ1a3a, Tenepb ropefr KpacHble OroHbKU. M3-mox paso-
PBaHHOW IUIOTU MPOJIsIbIBAIA YEPHBIE KOCTH Yepena.

— BOXeHBKU. .. — IPOCTOHAI APTEM, CYyAOPOXKHO NIBITASACH BCIIOMHUTD XOTh OJHY MOJIUTBY.
OH ObUT YOKAEHHBIM aTeUCTOM, HO Ha BOWHE aTercToB He ObiBaeT. — [ocrogm, crmacu... «Otue
Hamm» ... 6a0yIika yuusa... HO CJIOBa PacChIaIUCh, MaMsITh OyATO OTIIHAOJIO.
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Tyma MeIeHHO CABUHYJACh ¢ MecTa. Metadusndeckas Kouepra BHYTPH BAPYT Pe3KO ynep-
J1ach BO YTO-TO, HAJIaBWJIa — M PEaJIbHOCTh OKOHYATEJbHO pyxHyJa. C OTBPAaTUTENBHBIM 3BYKOM
COIepKMMOE KHMIIIEYHHKA TIPOPBAJIOCh HAPYKY.

YaBKaomyMu, BATHHIMUA HOFAMU OH TIOTISITUJICS, IOTOM pa3BepHYJICS U, KaK MaJIeHbKHIA peOe-
HOK, 3a0WJICSI B YTOJT Ha Hapax, 00XBaTUJI KOJIEHH, YTKHYJICS JIOOM B CTHO PYKH U 3aI1aTajics, BITOHSS
ceOs1 B TpaHC.

— 2710 coH. D10 MHE cHuUTcA. Sl ceituac npocHych. IloTomM onsATh 3acHy, U MHE MPUCHUTCS
Mama, . KoHeuHo, 3TO COH. .. TaKoro He ObIBaeT... — INeNTall OH, KaK MaHTpy.

W3 31010 OlIenIeHeH s ero BhpBasia pe3Kasi 00JIb: Ubs-TO PyKa CXBATHJIA €r0 3a BOJIOCHI, PE3KO
OTKMHYJIa TOJIOBY Ha3aJ, BTOpas BIEMWJIACh B IIel0. Be3BobHOE Teso BBIICPHYIN U3 Oe3011acHOrO
yria. Horu noBuciu B mycrote. UyTh COTHYB PyKY, CyHIECTBO MOATSIHYJIO MO ApTEMa K CBOEMY.
CKBO3b pBaHYIO KOXKY MPOMJIsAbIBAIa METAJUINYECKAs CKYJIa, a B IPUOTKPHITOM PTY BUHEIUCH HJe-
QJILHO POBHBIE, OEJTOCHEKHBIE 3yOHI.

— He xypur, HaBepHOe... CIIOPTCMEH... — OECCMBICIIEHHO MPOHECIOCh B TOlIOBE ApTEMa,
HeJierasi MbIC/Ib, KOTOpasi BAPYT yAepKasa ero OT MOJHOTro Oe3yMusl.

— Llesnb ono3HaHa: PycCKMil coijar. YTpo3bl HET. YHUUTOXKUTh, — CKa3aJI0 UYJOBMILE Ha
YHCTOM PYCCKOM, O€3 aKIIeHTa, XOIOAHBIM, MEXaHUIECKUM T'OJIOCOM.

— Her... Her... He Ha#O... — Mpoxpuren ApTeéM, Iy3bIPsACh COIUIAIMU U CJIE3AMHU.

U Tyt Kpaem r71a3a oH 3aMeTHJ1 HeOOJBIYIO TeHb, CKOJIB3HYBIIYIO B IBEPHON MPOEM — Ty/a,
r7ie ené BaIsUTUCh IETKY ¥ TOPYaIi COPBaHHbIE TETIH.

— CBoU. .. peOATKH. .. HAKOHEII-TO. .. — MeJIbKHYJIa cJ1adasi HaleK/a.

Cpazy 3a 3TuM rpsinyaa odepep. VICKpbl, Kak OeHrajabCKye OrHU, OPbI3HYIIN U3 TOJIOBHI CYIIIe-
crBa. UyIoBHIIE HA CEKYH[y 3aMepJIo, OCTIa0IIO XBaTKy — U APTEM PyXHYJI Ha 3eMJISTHOH ITOJI, Cell
Ha KOPTOUKH, TPHKAJICS CIIMHOM K CTeHe, He IOHUMAsl, JKMB JI OH BOOOIIIE.

[epen HUM CTOsITIa HEBBICOKAsl, OYEHb XPYITKasl pblKasi JEBUYOHKA, HA BHJ JIET BOCEMHA/ILIATH,
aOCOITIOTHO roJiasi, Bcsi OOChIIIaHHAsI MyKOM, Oy/ITO TONBKO YTO BBICKOUMJIA U3 MEKapHU. B pykax oHa
yBepeHHO cxumaiia myjaemer lertsapésa II1-27.

Omna pe3ko oTOpocHiIa MyJAeMET, MPOTSIHYIA PYKY K APTEMY U KPUKHYJIA 3BOHKUM, MIOYTH JET-
CKHUM T'0JIOCOM, HO C KeJIE3HOM TBEPIOCTHIO:

— Hox! laBaii HOX, ObIcTpee, He Tymnu!

OT caaBiieHHON ropTaHu ApTéM He MOT' BRIMOJIBUTH HU CJI0Ba. TOJIBKO IposKallieil pyKoit moka-
3aJ1 Ha CTOJI, i€ CPEAU KPYXKeK, KPOUIEK U ra3eThl Jiexkana (PUHKA.

Cy11ecTBO OYHYJIOCH, BHIPSIMUIIOCH, OITYCTHIIO PYKH, KaK COJIAT MO CTOMKE «CMUPHO», U ME[I-
JIEHHO Pa3BEPHYJIOCh B CTOPOHY JIEBYIIIKH.

— [o3nHO! — KpHKHYNA OHa, TOJI0C 3BE€HEN OT aApeHAJIMHA.

Heckombko cekyH[ 4yIOBHINE BCMATPUBAIOCh B HE€, OYITO CUMTHIBAJIO JAHHBIE.

— Hess onosnana. O6bekT 723. Yrposa Bbicokasi. [IproputeT BHICOKME. 3a/iaua: TOCTaBUTh
’KUBOW, — MPOTOBOPHJIO OHO TEM K€ CITOKOWHBIM, HEYEJIOBEUYECKUM TOHOM.

Poixast He gpornyna. OHa mogxBaTuiIa MyJIeMET C TAKOM JIETKOCTHIO, Oy/ITO OH HYETrO He BeCHJI,
¥ BBIITYCTHJIA KOPOTKYIO OUepeb.

— Hy 4ro, HpaBuTcs, koHCepBHas OaHka? Xoyvenib MeHs? Torna Bo3sMu! — BBIKPUKHYJIA OHA
Y IIBBIPHYJIA OMYCTEBIIHIA MyJAEMET NPSMO B JIUIIO YyIOBHIILY.

Tot He menoxuyscs. Jaxe He MOPrHyJI — eciu Obl y Hero ObUTi BeKH. MeJIeHHO, pa3MepeHHO
OH JIBUHYJICS K HEM.

JeBymika He cTana xaaTb. OHa CKOJIb3HYJA 32 MOPOr, CYIIECTBO MOCIEA0BANIO 32 HE — CHa-
Yajia HeyBepeHHO, OyATo MpoOysl ABMKEHHUsI, a TOTOM BCE ObICTpee, CJIOBHO cOpachIBasi OIENIEHEHHE.
Kacka copBasachk ¢ rojioBsl ¥ [IOBUCIIA HA PEMEILIKE.

Uepes MrHOBEHHE CHAPYKH Pa3/iajicsl ONIYIIUTEIbHbBINA TPOXOT — OYATO YTO-TO O POMHOE PyX-
HYJIO, YXHYJIO, elI€ pa3 B3APOrHyJI0 — M HACTYIWJIA TUILIMHA.
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ApTEM 111yOOKO BTSIHYJ BO3/YX, 3aKAIILISIICS, MBITasICh IPOTHATH U3 TOPJIa STOT KeJIE3HbIH MpH-
BKYC CTpaxa, 3aKaTWJI I71a3a — U CO3HAHUE OKOHYATEJIbHO TI0racio.
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