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Teno, Kak CIUIOIHOM, HOIOMIMI CUHSK. Takoe 9yBCcTBO, OYTO MEHS TPH JHS METOIUYHO IIBBI-
psii Ha cKautbl. YUTo, B 00IIEM-TO, HEIAIEKO OT UCTHHBI. TOBKO MBBIPSUTA HE HA CKAJIBI,  TIOJ] KYJIaK1
TeX, KTO KaX/1aJl BUJIETb MEHs y aJITapsl.

Menst m?

Xopowuii Bonpoc. DTH HEJTIOIU MOHATHS He UMEJNH, KTo 5 Takas. Jla s 1 cama ¢ TpyAoM MOHU-
MaJia.

Sl mpITanack BCOMHUTD, YTO MIPOU30IILIO U OTYACTA MHE 3TO YAAJI0Ch. BocmoMuHaHus BCIIbI-
XUBaIM OOJIE3HEHHBIMU KapTUHKamMH. BoT s B 6e0M, HO COBCEM JIpyrOM ILUIaThe, JIETKOM, MOYTH
HeBecoMoM. Hecych 1o acanbTy, ToMas KaOyKu 1 He oOpariasi BHUMaHHs Ha Tynky MammH. Coe-
raio OT COOCTBEHHOTO KEHHUIIIKA-KPETUHA, KOTOPBI YMYIPWJICS MPUTAILUTh HA HAlly CBaAbOy CBOIO
MOOOBHHUITY. A Ta, He OOpeMeHEeHHas! MHTEIIEKTOM, PEeIlnia, YTo JIy4IIero MecTa, 4eM AaMcKast KOM-
Hara, JJI pPaccKasza O MMKAHTHBIX NOIPOOHOCTSAX MX MHTPUKKH IIPOCTO HE HANTH.

Jlnarno3: KJIMHUYecKast UAMOTKa.

A TOTOM... TOTOM OBLT TOJIBKO BU3T TOPMO30B, Pa3phIBAIONIMI MHp Ha 10 U nocie. Kaxercs,
s ymepia. HaBepHoe, BonuTesio BJETENO 32 MO0 CMEPTh M0J] KOJIeCaMu ero aBTo. Bripouem, Ha TOT
MOMEHT MHe OBUIO BCE PAaBHO.

W BOT 4 31€Ch.

Crolo nepes aiTapeM B TSKEJIEHHOM IUlaThe, KoTopoe Mamaia Cesectsl, MpexHel BiaAeuLbl
9TOro TeJsa, BHIOpana o ee MepBOoy, HeyIauyHOM MOIBITKYA cOekaTh M3-1I0]] BEHIIA.

JInIo cKpbITO TIIOTHOM (haToi, ¥ 3a 3TO 51 OblTa Oe3MepHo OnarogapHa. He xBataso ertie, 4ToObI
BCE ISUTHITUCH HA «KapTy OOEBBIX AEHCTBHI», KOTOPYIO OCTAaBHJI HAa MHe Baiizep, oTurm 3T0ro 3a6u-
toro Tena. OH-To npuBbIK, yTo Cenecra Tepnut nodou Monya. Ho merepa Mapuna 3y6apeBa — 310
BaM He 3aburas cupoTka. Ha mamsaTh 3TOMy KO3y OCTajavch He TOJBKO CJIe/ibl MOMX 3yOOB, HO U
r1yOOKHe OOpO3/Ibl OT HOI'TEl Ha ero xoneHou posxke. [IpaBaa, Tereps oryiieHrst ObUTH TaKue, OyATo
MEHs CTapaTeIbHO YTPaMOOBBIBAJIM B STOT MPOKJIATHIN CBaJ€OHBIN HAapsi] HOraMH.

Psnom co MHOW BO3BbIIAJCA... KTO Obl BbI gymanu? Llenbiii ummepatop! Moi... KEHHUIIIOK.
Jlaxxe MBICJIEHHO 3TO CJIOBO OTAAET FOPeyblo MPOKUCIIETO BUHA.

7Kpelr MOHOTOHHO THYCaBHJI YTO-TO O CBSIIEHHBIX y3aX, MO BEYHOW MPEAAHHOCTH MYKY
u umrnepun. bia-6ma-61a... ero rojxoc TOHYJ B BSI3KOM TyMaHe 0oy 1 Oe3pasnuuus. 5 crapanach
OTKJIIOUUTHCS, HO OT/IeJIbHBIE (Ppa3bl MPOOKBAINCH, KAK KOMApUHBIH MUCK.

— ...BEPHOCTb CBOEMY I'OCYy/IapIO IIPEBBIILIE BCETO...

Kakast uponus! Ecim 661 uMniepaTopy AeiCTBUTENIBHO OBLIO TaK BaKHO, YTOOBI BECh MUP 3HAT
O HaIeM Opake, YTo X MBI TOT/Ia IeJIaeM Ha STOM TalHOW LIEepEeMOHHMHM B IOyTeMHOM Xpame? B koMm-
MaHUU «CaMbIX OMM3KKX»? Ecii, KOHEYHO, MOXKHO Ha3BaTh OM3KMMHM TeX, KTO C JIETKOCTBIO TIPOIaT
MEHs 32 FTOPCTKY MOJIUTUYECKUX OOHYCOB.

Hakoner xpel1 3akoOHYMII ¥ BO3JIeJT PYKHU K aJITaplo.

— Jla GiarocyioBuT HEOO 3TOT COI03!

HeGonpias craTysTKa Ha ajrape BCIBIXHY/Ia MSTKMM TOJTyObIM CBETOM, U B TOT K€ MUT TIO
CepAlly Ma3HyJI0 4TO-TO YykepomHo-Teruioe. OmryieHne ObUI0 HAaBSI3YMBBIM, JIMITKUM, OYATO YbH-
TO HEBU/IMMBIE MAJIbLIbl NBITAIMCH IPUIAUTh B3bEPOIIEHHBIE Mepbsl MOEH IyIIN. YCIIOKOUTb, yTe-
IIUTb...

HpsHb Kakasg-To. YTemmTh oHU MeHs B3ayManu! [Ipocro marus. HaBepHsika kakoe-HUOYIb
3aKJIMHAaHKME TOKOPHOCTH /17151 CTPONTUBOM HeBecThl. Vnu BeuHas npussska. B modoMm ciyvae, Hu4ero
XOPOIIIEr0 MHE 3TO HE CYJIUT.
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JIsoHap — Tak, KaxeTcsl, 3BaJId MOET0 HOBOMCIIEYEHHOTO MYyXa — TMOBepHYJIcs. [IBukeHus
IJIaBHBIC, BLIBEPEHHBIC, XUIITHBIC. On TMOOHAJ PYKH K Moen (1)aTe, " S HAlIpATJIaCb, Kak CTpyHa, roTo-
Bas JIONHYTh. TKaHb COCKOJIb3HYJIA C JIUTIA.

Nmneparop 3amep.

Ero masnpliel Ha MUT 3aCTBUIH, & B TIIyOMHE 3pavKOB IJIeCHYJIACh HEMPOIJIsAIHAs ThMa. B3risi
— TSIKEJIbIH, OOKUT AN — BITUJICS B MOIO Pa3OUTYI0 HUKHIOW Ty0y. CBeXkHii OJapoK OT OTYUMa
3a TIOCJIETHIOK TIONBITKY ToOera. OH MeIeHHO, TIOYTH C OTBpAIllEHHeM, IPOoIIIesics 10 KakI0u 1apa-
MUHe, KaXI0My CHHSKY Ha MOEM JIWIIE, CJIOBHO BBIKUTASI UX B MAMSTH. 3aTeM PE3KO OTBEPHYJICS.

— ApecTtoBaTh, — T0JIOC, JIMIICHHBIH JIIOOBIX SMOIIVIA, Pe3aHyJT M0 HATSAHYTHIM HEpPBaM.

[Tpukas ObLT OTIAH KOMY-TO 32 MOEH CITUHOM.

— Barie Betm4ecTBo, st MOTY Bce OOBSICHUTH .. — 3acyeTwics Balizep, U B ero rojoce BriepBbie
3a BCE BpeMs HAIllero 3HaKOMCTBa IMPOpe3auCh MaHudeckrue HOTKU. — OHa mbitayiach cOexars!
HeonnokpartHo! nocmotpute, 4to oHa caesaa!l

DTO THI e1lle OYeHb MaJIO BPEMEHU CO MHOM TTpoBeJI, Ko3e!

$1 moBepHya roioBy, YT0OBI HACTAUTLCS CIIEKTaKJIeM, HO [[90Hap repexBaTuii MOi mogoopo-
JIOK Y BJIACTHO, HO Ha yIuBJIeHUE OepekHO, pa3BepHYJI 0OpaTHO K cede.

—_— OTH])IH@, — €I'0 IroJIoC Mpo3Byvall TUXO, HpeHHa?)Ha‘leHHLIﬁ TOJIBKO OJIsI MEHA, — HHUKTO.
U nanwiiem. Teds. He Tponer.

OH cmoTpen npsimo B 11a3a. He obeman. Yepskaan. CJIOBHO CTaBWII IeYaTh HA HEOCTIOPUMOM
(axre.

Ara, mac! Criacuresns Hamesncs. Jlymaeris, s1 6e3 TeOs1, TAKOrO paciipeKpacHoro, He pa3oepych,
KOMY U Kyaa uatu?

Ho Bcyx s uimib MoT9a KMBHYJA, He TI0Bepsist COOCTBEHHOMY ToJiocy. OTKpOIO pOT — M TOYHO
BBICKaKy BCE, UTO JlyMato 00 3TOW CeMelKe, 0 HeM U O €r0 UMIIePHU.

U 1yt o mens gonwto. Kak o6yxom 1o rosose.

IlepeMoHust okoOHUeHa. MBI — MYk M ’K€Ha. A 9TO 3HAYUT... Briepeau OpayHasi HOub. Ta camas,
o koTtopoi Mamaria CesiecTsl TIpoesia MHe Bce TUTelllb, OyOHS O «JI0JTre», HACTeAHUKAX U O TOM, YTO
s JOJDKHA «JIeKaTh CMUPHO U IyMaTh 00 UMIIEPU».

W, tuna, BeIOOpa y MeHs HeT.

41 croBa mocmotpena Ha JIsoHapa v ¢ TOCKOM MogyMalia, YTo CMEepTh MO KOJIECaMH aBTOMOOWIIS
ObLTa JaJIeKO He Xy/AIITNM BapHaHTOM B MOEU HOBOH Onorpacduu.

Bo3mokHO, Jake OMHUM U3 JTyYILHX.
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Her, He nogymaiite! DTOT Mep3aBell YepTOBCKY cTaTeH U KpacuB. [IpocTo OesoBoIOCH aTieT,
B KOTOPOTO HaBEpHsIKa BioOeHa 100pasi MojloBUHa mMnepuu. Ho oT Hero 3a BepcTy HeceT BIacThIo.
Takoii rycToi, BCENOIJIOIAIOIIEH, YTO Y MEHs Ha 3aThLJIKE BOJIOCHI ABIOOM BCTAIOT.

3HaeMm, I1aBajin. Y MeHs nepas JIoO0Bb Takoi HaTypbl Obl1. Ctac. Bech n3 cebst «HacToSIImMiA
MYKUMHa»: pelall, B KakoM Kage Mbl CUJUM, Kakoe KMHO CMOTPUM, U C KaKUMH MOAPYraMyd MHE
MOXHO OOINATHCS, a KaAKKe «IJIOX0 Ha TeOs BIUI0T». CHavYasa 9To Ka3ajioch 3a00TOH, a IOTOM €ro
«s1 Jy4llle 3HAI0, YTO JJis1 TeOsl XOPOIIO» MPEBPATUIIOCh B KJIETKY. 3aKOHUMUJIOCh BCE TPAHAMO3HBIM
CKaHZAJIOM, KOT/JIa OH IOIBITAJICS CUJION YBECTU MEHS C BEYEPUHKH 32 TO, YTO 5 [IOCMeJIa CMESThCS
HaJ| IIyTKOW Jpyroro napHs. [JJoMuHaHT xpeHoB. U BOT Tenepb Nepeao MHOM CTOUT TaKOH ke, TOJIbKO
B MacITadax LeJIod UMIIepHH.

JlsoHap B3s1 Mol pyky. Ero masblipl, cyxue ¥ HEOKHMIAHHO TEIUIbe, COMKHYJIUCh HA MOEM
3arsicThe. AKKypaTHO, IIOUYTH HEBECOMO, CIIOBHO s OblJIa HE ero KeHOM, a XpynKoi (papdopoBoii cra-
TY3TKOH, TOTOBOM pacchinarbes B MbUlb. CTpaHHO. OT THpaHa, TONBKO YTO OJHUM CJIOBOM PELIMB-
IIero cynp0y YesIoBeKa, sl 0KKAaia JEeASHOrO PUKOCHOBEHUSI.

MBe1 IBUHYJMCB K BBIXOIY U3 Xpama. 51 cTucHyna 3yObl, puKasbiBasi cede He xpoMath. Kaxablii
IIIar OT3bIBAJICS BCIBILIKOM OCTPO¥ 00U B peOpax — MPOIIaIbHbIN MOAAPOK «3a00TIIMBOTO» OTYMMA.
Becnonesno. [IpoHap TyT e cOaBuII 1ar, MOACTpanBasich MO MOW pBaHblil put™M. OH HE CMOTpeJ Ha
MEHs], HO 51 YyBCTBOBAJIA €TI0 B3MJIsA[, U3YYAIOLINIA, OLIEHUBAIOIIMI.

Caexuii HOUHOM BO3/1yX YAApWJI B JIMLIO, €1Ba Mbl OKa3aJIMCh Ha cTyneHsAx. [Tocie 3anaxa apiMa,
TPaBSIHBIX CBEYEH M YyXkOro, KOHLIEHTPUPOBAHHOIO CcTpaxa (Teneph-To 5 3HaJla, YbEro) 3T0 ObLIO
MOYTH OJIaKEHCTBOM.

CnpaBa OT JIECTHUIIBL, CJIOBHO KapeTa AJIs1 0cO00 OMACHBIX MPECTYITHUKOB, CTOSLT YePHbIN IKH-
Nax ¢ peleTkaMy Ha OkHax. [[Boe cTpakHUKOB 0e3 0COOBbIX IEPEMOHUH 3alMXUBaJId BHYTPb U3BU-
Batoiierocsi Bazepa. OH OpbIKaJICs U BOIWJI YTO-TO HEPa30OPUYMBOE, MTOKA OJUH U3 CTpaxkeil, oue-
BU/IHO, YCTaB OT 3TOTO I[IUPKa, KOPOTKO U MPOECCUOHATIBHO HE 3aeXajl eMy KyJIakoM Nof AbiX. OTunm
CJIO;KHMJICS TIOTI0JIaM M HAKOHEI] 3aTKHYJICS.

['yObl camm coOO¥ pacTSHYJIMCh B XUIIHOW, MCTUTENIBHON ycMemke. [lomyunn mo 3aciyram,
yOITIO/IOK.

— Cenecra!

3HAaKOMBII BU3IJIMBBII TOJIOC 3aCTaBUII MeHs 00epHyThesl. Ha crymeHsx xpama Ky4KoBajiach
MOsI HOBOSIBJIEHHASI «CeMbsi». Mamailia KapTHHHO MPUKUMaJIa K I1a3aM KpyKeBHOM IIaTOUYeK, H300-
paxas BceJieHCKyIo ckopOb. CecTpuiia Ayu3 noxupaia MeHs B3IVISI0M, B KOTOPOM HETPUKPbITAs
3aBUCTb CMELIMBAIACh ¢ A0M. A BOT Oparerr Octap... OcTap ObL1 OneiHee nmokoiHUKa. OH Tpsices,
KaK OCHHOBBII JIUCT, M OpOCajl MAaHMYECKUE B3IISbl HA YEPHbIN SKUIIAX.

4 xpuBO ycMexHynach. 3acpaHel OOMTCs, YTO OH ciefyommid. V mpaBuibHO GoUTCSA. DTOT
rajieHblI 000XaJl «BOCHUTHIBATh» CeNecTy KyJakaMu, KOrja OTYMMa He OblIo AoMa. [lemeBslil Tpyc,
CaMOYTBEPKAAIOIIUIACS 3a CYET TeX, KTO ciadee. S Moria Obl cAaTh €ro UMITepaTopy OJHUM CIIOBOM.
Ho He crana. ITycts nomyuaercs. ITycTb jkuBeT B cTpaxe. 1o OyAeT Kyja cialie ObICTpoi pacipasbl.

Jls0Hap noaBes MeHs K ApYyroi Kapere — ¢ BUJly COBEPLIEHHO HEITPUMETHOI, YepHOi, Oe3 rep-
608 1 no3osoThl. Kyuep pacnaxnyn asepuy. MiMneparop nomMor MHe HOJHATHCS, U 5, HEOCTOPOKHO
OTKMHYBIIIMCh Ha MSATKHE TOMYIIKH, He cliepkajia Oone3HeHHoro mmneHus. Pedpa cHoBa B3OyHTO-
BayMCh. [I90Hap Momya, Oe3 eIMHOrO CJI0Ba, OMPABWII MOAYIIKY Yy MEHs 3a CIUHOM, yCTpauBas ee
TaK, YTOOBI 51 MOIJIA ONIEPEThCS, HE 3a]eBask CUHSIKU.

4 mokocuiack Ha Hero. Yto 3a urpsi? TombKo 4TO — 6e3XKaNOCTHBIN Cy/bs, a Tenepb — 3a00T-
nvBas HaHbKA. CTpaHHbI. ONaCHBIN.
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OH cen HanpotuB. Kapera kauHynach, 1 Mbl IUIABHO TPOHYJIMCh. 32 OKHOM IPOIUIBIBAINA YHBI-
JIble KaMeHHbIe JoMa U peakue (poHapu. ['opon kazascs cepbiM U Oe3KU3HEHHBIM — HU HaMeKa Ha
CKAa304YHbIC KOPOJIEBCTBA U3 MOUX CTAPbIX KHMUI'.

— Tlouemy TBI mbITanach cOexarb? — €ro rojioc B 3aMKHYTOM IPOCTPAHCTBE IMPO3BYYas
HEOKUIAHHO TPOMKO.

S momxasa ryos1. CkasaTh npaBay? «3HaeTe, Ballle BEIMIeCTBO, s1 BOOOIIE-TO U3 IPyroro Mupa
M KaK-TO HE Iropio JKEJIAHUEM BbIXOOWUTH 3aMYiK 3a IIEPBOI'0 BCTPEYHOI'O TUPAHa». 3By‘{I/IT KaK MnpAamasd
3asiBKa B Ty P/IOM.

Bcromuwmiics crapblii MeM MO «IPaKTUIECKoe MOcoOre, KaK YIpaBJisATh BCEICHHOW, HE MpU-
BJIeKasi BHUMaHUsI CAaHUTApOB». BoT 310 Mo#i ciryyail. HysxHa Obla ripocrasi, OGaHa bHas M JKeIe30-
OeTOHHAs1 PUYMHA.

— ¥V MeHs ecTb BO3/MIOOIEHHBIH, — BHINTAJIMIIA S IEPBOE, YTO MPHIILIO B TOJIOBY. be3onacHsiit
BapuaHT. Y Mo0O0W IEBUOHKM MOT ObITh BO3MIOOJICHHBIH, pajii KOTOPOrO OHAa TOTOBA HA IJTYTOCTH.
BaHasibHO, HO MPaBIONIOAOOHO.

Ha ero nuiie He IporHy/I HU OOUH MYCKYJI, HO 51 3aMeTHJIa, KaK Ha CKyJIaX Ha MTHOBEHHUE Ipo-
CTYIWJIN JKeJIBaKU. A TIOTOM OH ycMexHyJcs. Tuxo, 6e3pagocTHO, OJHUMH YTOJIKaMH I'y0.

— Jloxb, — 3TO OBIJIO He OOBUHEHUE, A TIPUTOBOP.

OT nenstHOTO CMOKOKMCTBHS B €T0 TOJI0Ce Y MeHsI 1o chvHe mpodeskait xononok. OH mogancs
BIIepe], M KapeTa BHE3aIHO M0Ka3ajach TECHOM, Kak rpoo.

— Tw1 gymaerb, st Obl cOracuiIcs Ha 3TOT Opak, He U3yYUB TBOE OKpyxkeHue? Y TeOs He ObLIo
HHUKaKoro BO3JIIO6JICHHOFO. HI/IKOF,Ha. A 310 3HAYUT, YTO MMPpUYMHA TBOCTO OTYAAHHOI'O n06era —_—
coBceM Jpyras. VI BOT 3TO MeHs JeUCTBUTEILHO UHTPUTYET.
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BpaBo, Mapunouka, 6paBo! CoBpasia mpo BO3IIOOIEHHOTO, a Tereph Jake MapuIMBOro MMEHH
npugymath He Moxkenib. Ctparer ot 6ora. { nuMxopasouHO Komanack B myctod mamstu CenecTsl,
TMBITAsICh BBIYIUTh XOTh OAHO Myxkckoe ums. Konwox? CanoBHuk? CbiH jJaBoyHuKa? TuimHa. Dta
JEBYIIKA )KUJa B TAKON CTEPUIILHOM KJIETKE, YTO O TAHBIX pOMaHaX He MOIJIO ObITh U PEUH.

S Bnsimanace. I'myno u 6e3napHo.

JIs0Hap Momyait, ¥ 3To MosTyaHue Owto 1o Hepam. OH He Toporu, He TpedoBai orBeTa. OH
MpPOCTO cMOTpell. I 9TUM CBOMM TsIKeJbIM, JIEASHBIM B3[JISIIOM CIOBHO MperapupoBasl MO0 AYIIY,
BBIMCKHMBAs1 Bce Kpynullbl JuKU. Koraa s yxke Oblla roToBa OT HAlPsIKEHU sl 3aKpUYaTh, OH BIPYT OTKU-
HYJICSI HA CIIMHKY CUJ/IEHbsI, pa3pbiBasi 3pUTEIbHBINA KOHTAKT.

— HeBaxxHo, — ero ronoc mpo3Bydyan 0OMaHYMBO-CIIOKOWHO. — Y Hac BIepeiu BCs Hallla
KU3Hb. YBEPEH, OTHAK/IBI ThI CAMA 3aX0YEIIlb PACCKa3aTh MHE, TOYEMY TaK OTUASTHHO IbITaIach n30e-
’KaTh TOro Opaka.

«Ara, Kau», — MBICJIEHHO OTpbI3HYJIACh 51, OTBOPAYMBASCH K OKHY. — «Kak To/mpKko pak Ha
rope CBUCTHET, Tak cpa3y U pacckaxy. Eciiu paHbliie He TPOXHYT».

3a CTEeKJIOM MPOILIbIBAJ YHBUIBIN MeW3ax: TEMHbIE MOJisl, PEK1e OTOHBKU B KPECThSTHCKUX
JOMMIIIKAX JIa KpUBas JIEHTA IOPOTH B MPU3PAYHOM cBeTe J1yHbl. KpacuBo, HaBepHoe. Eciu He uyB-
CTBYelllb ceOs1 Y3HHIIEH, KOTOPYIO BE3YT B JINUHYIO TEMHHILY.

[Tnan mo6era. MHe ot4yastHHO HyXeH ObuT 11aH. Ho oTkyzna emy B3sThesi? [I90Hap He TOT yeso-
BEK, KOTOPBI OCTABHT KeHY Oe3 MPUCMOTpa. A eCclii U NoIyunTcs coexarh — Kyaa? A 3nech HUKTO.
Be3 eHer, 6e3 3HAKOMBIX, O€3 MaJICHIIIETo MOHSTUS O reorpaduu TOro MUpa. ITo B MOEH MPOIILIOH
JKU3HU MOKHO OBUIO BBI3BATh TaKCU. 371ech ke 5 3a0yKych B TPeX COCHaX W 3aMep3HY B IEpBOM
JKe KaHaBe.

[MamsATh ycTy:KIMBO MOAKUHY/IA BOCIOMUHAHUS O TIOCNIEIHUX AHAX B 3aToueHuH. O ToM, Kak
«Mamaia» Cenectbl, 3axJieObIBasCh OT BOCTOPra, PACIUCHIBAJIA «BEJIUKYI0 YECTb» OBITh KUBBIM
MHKYOATOpPOM ]ISl HACJICJIHUKOB M KPacHBOU MeOelibio Ha mpremMax. A motom Obut Batizep. Tpu aHs
OH METOIMYHO BBIOMBAJ U3 MEHsI IOKOPHOCTb, TPeOysl COTPYAHUYATh C KAKUMH-TO «COIO3HUKAMI»
nipu gBope. OH He rOBOpPMII «3aroBop», Tpyc. OH roBOpUJI «IIOMOIIb B MPABUJIBHOM MMOHUMAaHUU
CUTYaIIUW.

S mpekpacHo MoHUMAaJIa, YTO TO 3HAUUT. [IBOp — 3MenHoe rHe3/10. U 51 oKaxych IpsIMO B €ro
teHtpe. Mex/1y TeMu, KTO XO4eT MCIOIb30BaTh MEHsI IPOTUB UMIIEPATOPa, U CAMUM UMIIEPATOPOM.

CrnuikoM MHOToro oHu Bce XoTsT oT Tena Cenectsl ['panan. Y HUKoMy HeT fena 1o Toro, KTo
BHYTpU.

Ho onu xectoko ommodatotcs. OHUM U3ydaiv ¢ pOXACHHS THXYIO, 3a0UTYI0 apucTOKpaTKy. OHU
He 3HaT MeHs. U 310 Oyner ux camoil OOJIBIION OMMOKON.

Kapera nonnpeirayna Ha yxa0e, 1 51 He ciepkaiia 00JIe3HeHHOro BCKpuKa. [IsoHap Opocui Ha
MeH$1 KOPOTKUIA B3IJIsiL, HO IpoMomJal. Bpems TaHynock, kKak matoka. § yke Hauania KJieBaTb HOCOM,
yOaloKaHHasi MEPHBIM MTOKAYMBAHUEM, KOTIa Mbl HAKOHEI] OCTAHOBHUJIUCh.

3a OKHOM BUJIHEJIOCH 3aXyAaJioe IByX3TaxHOe 31aHue. BriBecka «I1ocTosutblil IBOP» KaJIOOHO
CKpHUIIENa Ha BETpY.

— Ilepenouyem 3aech, — KoHcTaTupoBai JIsoHap.

S ornsinenace. TeMa, Tonie, U Oosbilie HU Yepta. MneanbHoe MecTo, 4TOOBl HUKTO HE Harle
MO 3a0TyIUBIIUICS B oOere Tpy.

Nmneparop BbIIIeN nepBbM U MOAAT MHE PyKy. Sl HEXOTs MpUHSsJIa ee — HOTU 3aTeKid, a
CaMOCTOSITEJIBHO BBIKAPaOKaThCsl U3 KAPEThl B 3TOM IMBITOYHOM IUIaThe ObUIO Obl TIPOOJIEMATUYIHO.
XO03511H, 3aMCKUBAIOIIE KJIAHSSACh, TPOBOIII HAC HAa BTOPOM 3Taxk. JlecTHUIIA cTasia AJisg MeHs mep-
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COHAJIBHBIM aJI0M. TsKeJIbIi MOJION MyTaJICs B HOTax, ¢hata 3aKpbiBajia 0030p, a KakJI0e IBHKEHUE
OTJIaBaJIOCh OOJIBIO B pedpax.

B kako#-1o MOMeHT [I0Hap, OYEBUTHO, YCTAaB OT MOETO Yepernaiibero TeMIia, MpocTo MojIXBa-
THJI MEHSI Ha PYKHU. BBICTPO, BIIACTHO, CJIOBHO s OblIa HE YeJIOBEKOM, a MEIIKOM C KapTomKoii. Ero
PYKHU INOKa3aJIMCh CTAJIbHBIMU TUCKAMMU.

Sl yxke OTKpbLIa pOT, YTOOBI BHICKA3aTh BCE, YTO [yMalO O TAKOM CaMOYITPAaBCTBE, HO KOPOTKOE,
3JI0€ «TC-C» 3aCTABUJIO MEHsI 3aXJIONHYTh €ro.

OH BHEC MEHs B HOMEp U, He OITycKasi Ha T0JI, IPUKa3ajl XO35IMHY [IPUroTOBUTh BaHHY. Korna
3a TPAKTUPIIHUKOM 3aKpbLIaCh ABEPL, U Mbl OCTAJIMCb OOHU, A HC BbIACPIKAJIA.

— Moxer, Bce-Taku MOCTaBUTe MEHs1? — ToJIoc MPO3ByYall HA YAUBIICHUE TBEPIIO.

JIa0Hap MejIeHHO TiepeBesT Ha MEeHsI B3IJIs]], HO CTaBUTh HA TIOJ HE TOPOITHJICS.

— Hayio xe. Mbl ymMmeeM pa3roBaprBaTh, — B €ro Iia3ax OJECHYJI ONACHBIA OrOHEK.

10
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4

OH He cpazy onycTui MeHs1. MrHOBEHHE OH MPOCTO JAep:Kal MEHS Ha PyKax, pa3risabiBas MOe
JIMIIO C TAKUM TPUCTATIbHBIM BHUMAHHUEM, CJIOBHO IBITAJICS MTPOYECTh HA HEM BCE MOU CEKPEThl. A
3aTe€M MEJJIEHHO, C BBIBEPEHHOM aKKYPAaTHOCTBIO, TOCTaBWII Ha 10J1. MOM HOTM KOCHYJIMCh XOJIOIHBIX
JOCOK, U 51 TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK TSKEJIOE IJIAThE OCEJI0 BOKPYT MEHs, CJIOBHO KaHJAJIbI.

JI20Hap OTCTYyNWJI Ha 1Iar, HO B3MJIs1a HE OTBEJL.

— MHe HpaBsTCsl TBOU IJ1a3a, — MPOU3HEC OH TUXO, U 3TO MPO3BYYAJIO HE KaK KOMIUIMMEHT,
a KaKk KOHCTaTalysl HEOCIIOPUMOT0, TIOUTH TPEBOKHOTO (pakTa.

S onemmiia. Y MeHs NOJIOBUHA JIMLIA — OJIMH CIUIOLIHOM CHHSIK, a OH Ipo m1a3a? Yro 3a usne-
BaTesibcTBO? HO UTO-TO B €ro TOHe MoAcKa3blBaIo, YTO PeYb HE O KpacoTe.

3a Bce BpeMsI B 3TOM TeJle sl HA pa3y He BHUJIEJA CBOETro OoTpaxeHus. buio He a0 Toro. {1 org-
JeNach ¥ 3aMeTHIIa Y CTeHBI OOJIBITIOE, B MOJHBIN POCT, 3epKaJIO B MIOTEMHEBIIIEH OT BPEMEHU pame.
Horu camu nonecnv MeHs1 K HEMy.

N g 3amepna.

T'octon.

N3 3epkanbHOI ITyOMHBI HA MEHSI CMOTpeJia COBEpIIIEHHO He3HAKoMasi AeByIKa. Boinockl — He
TUIATUHOBBIC, HE CeJIble, a UMEHHO OCJICTTUTENILHO-0eJIble, KaK TIePBbIA CHET B CBETE 3MMHETO COJTHIIA.
OnHu ObLTM COOpaHBI B BBICOKYIO, CJIETKa PAaCTPENaBINyIOCs MIPUYECKY, OTKPBIBAs JUIMHHYIO IS0 U
TOYEHOE, APUCTOK paTHYeCKU-OJIeTHOE JIUITO. BBICOKME CKYJIBI, MPAMOI HOC, YIPSIMO CXKAaThie MOJTHBIC
ryOBbl... J[lake CHHSIK Ha CKyJie U CCaJJiiHa Ha TyOe He MOTJIM UCIIOPTHUTH 3TY XOJIOAHYIO, OTCTPAHEHHYIO
Kpacory.

Ho rnaza...

Boxe moii, maza.

I'erepoxpomusi. OTMH — MPOH3UTENTLHO-TOTYOO!, IIBETA YKCTOTO JIbJIA O] TIOJYIEHHBIM COJTH-
ueMm. [Ipyroit — sIipKO-KeNThli, CJIOBHO BOKPYT 3payvkKa 3acThLIO paciulaBlIeHHOE 3010T0. OHU CMOT-
peu Ha MeHs U3 3a3epKaJjibsl, U OT ITOTO B3IJIsIAA MO CIIKMHE MPOoOeskall XONoAoK. B HUX ObLIO YTO-TO
HEYEeJIOBEYECKOE, CJIOBHO OHU BUAEIN U3HAHKY MUPA.

Tenepb s OHsI1a, uTO UMeN B Buay JIsoHap. Takue ria3a HeBO3MOXHO 3a0bITh. [laxe eciu
3ax0Yelllb.

— Byaro BepBbie BUUIIL, — €r0 T0OJI0C 32 CIMHOM ITPO3BYYaJl HACMEIUIMBO.

51 pe3ko obepHyaach. OH CTOSII, CKPECTUB PYKHU Ha TPYAU, M B €T0 B3IJISIIC YUTAJICS XUIIHBIHA
VIHTEpeC.

— CBoe JIMIIO B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM — JIEMICTBUTEJILHO BIIEPBbIE, — OTUEKAHWJIA 51, BKJIAIbIBAsI
B JIOXKb BCIO KPYIUILy YOSTUTEILHOCTH, Ha KOTOPYIO ObLiIa CIIOCOOHA.

JlsoHap MemsieHHO niojtorties ovske. [IpoTsSHY pyKy v OCTOPOKHO, TOYTH HEBECOMO, KOCHYJICS
MayibllaMy MOE! IeKH, 00xosl cMHAK. OT 3TOro MpUKOCHOBEHHUsI KOXka TOJI €ro Majibl[aMU BCIIbIX-
Hyna. He ot 6om. Ot 9yero-to apyroro... 9ToT Myx4rHa ObUT yrpo3oii. He Tonbko kak uMmeparop,
HO U KaK... My>K4YHHa.

— Emy otopByT pyku. MemieHHO, — THUXO0 MOOOEIIall OH, U OT JIEASTHOTO CIIOKOHCTBHS B €T0
roJIoce y MeHsI 0 CIIMHE po0Oexkaau MypaIlKHy.

Sl oTiIaTHYNACh, pa3pbiBas KOHTAKT.

— VYcrana? — crpocui oH, OnmycKas pyky.

Emme 6b1. $1 6b1a BRIMOTaHa 10 Tipejiesnia. XOTeJIOCh POCTO MPOBAJIMTHCS B HEOBITHE, YTOOBI HE
OyMaTh HU O HEM, HU O 3arOBOPax, HA O TOM, B KaKOW KOIIMap 5 yroauia. S Monya KMBHYyJa.

— Torpga BanHa. M oTABIX, — OH pa3BepHYJICA M HANIPABWICS K JBEPU, OYEBUIHO, BEAYILEN
B BaHHYIO KOMHATY.

Sl cMoTpena emy B CIIMHY, M Y MEHSI B TOJIOBE ITPOHEC/IACh TAHUYECKAS MBICIIb.
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— Bwmecte? — Bompoc copBaics ¢ TyO Mpex/e, YeM s ycresa ero OCTAHOBUTb.

OH 3amep y nBepu. MeieHHO OOEpHYJICS U CMEPHJT MEHsI TAKUM B3IJISIIOM, KaKMM, HaBepHOE,
CMOTPAIT HAa HEpPa3yMHOE IUTs. B3misaoM, B KOTOPOM CMEIIaIMCh CHUCXOK/IEHUE U OTKPOBEHHAs
HacMellKa.

— V T1e0s ecTh BO3paxkeHusl, xKeHa?

«Erme kakue!» — MbICIIEHHO B3BbUIA 51,  B3IISIT METHYJICS K TsDKEJION Base Ha TymOouke. Ecim
OrpeTh €ro 3TOM ITYKOW, MEeHs cpa3dy Ka3HAT? Vu Bce-Taku yuTyT MOI HOBBIi cTaTyc?

Jls0Hap npocaeans 3a MOUM B3[JISIIOM U KPHBO YCMEXHYJICs, OYATO MPOYMTAT MOU MBICIIH.

— V 1e0s nATh MUHYT, — OPOCHJI OH U CKPBUICS 32 JBEPHIO.

Tsoto Matb!
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5

4l 3acThlIa mocpeIy KOMHAThI, BCIYIIMBAsCh B 9X0 €ro cjoB. «BaHHa u otapix». He «ucnonne-
HUe Jiora». He «OpauHast HOub». [IpocTo «oTapix». 10 uTO, JToBymKa? M30mpeHHas urpa, B KOTO-
Poii MeHsI cHavas1a 00e30pyKaT MHUMBIM MUJIOCEPIUEM, a TIOTOM BO3bMYT TerlIoi? Vi oH nericTBu-
TEJIbHO... POCTO ycTan?

Kro pa36eper atoro tTupana? Moxer, Ha €ro UMIEPCKOM AUATIEKTE «OTIBIX» — 3TO 3B(EMU3M
11l 4ero-To 0c000 MHE HEMPUSATHOTIO.

Horu camu noHeciu mMeHst K OkHY. HepBHO OTOABHHYB IITOPY, 5 BHIIVISIHY/IA HApYKy. BHU3Y,
B NPU3PAuYHOM CBETE JYHBI, PACCTUJIAJIICS AKKYpaTHBI JBOPUK MOCTOSUIOrO aBopa. Ckamenkw,
JOPOXKKH, HEBBICOKHIA JIEPEBSIHHBIN 3a00p... a 32 HUIM — 4epHasi, HelpoHHIlaeMasi cTeHa Jieca. Jlec
MaHWI U myraj ogHoBpeMeHHo. CBoOona? Mimm ObicTpasi, XOJomHasi CMepPTh B TIACTU KaKOTO-HUOYIb
3Bepsi? B 9TOM MpOKJIATOM I1aThe U Typenbkax, OoJbllie TOX0XKUX Ha OpYyAUe MBITKY, 51 JAJIEKO He
yuny.

51 obepHyack, MOH B3IJISIL yIIepes B IBepPb BaHHOM. TaM Toxe BOJIK. TOJIBKO 3TOT, 1O KpaitHei
Mepe, ropopsimui. 1 rerbiid.

Jlagno, Mapuna, co6epuch. Illar 3a marom. CHauania — U30aBUTHCS OT ITOH OPOHH.

S npuHsIack cTaruBath ¢ ceds mpokiistoe iarhe. [IIHYpoBKa Ha criviHe Kas3ajiach padoToi
Oe3ymIla — Y3JIbl, 3aTSHYTbIe C CaJMCTCKUM YHOPCTBOM, HE MOANABATIMCH IPOXKAIIUM Majbiam. 5
pBajia UX HOTTSIMH, IIHIENa OT OOMM U OeCCUIIUs, TIOKa HaKOHeI TsDKeasi, yAyIliaoas TKaHb He
PYXHyJIa Ha TOJI C IIIYXUM CTYKOM. §l B3[IOXHYJIA C TaKUM OOJIerdyeHreM, OyaTo cOpocuia ¢ ceOst He
1aThe, a LeJblid Tofl KomMapa.

ITox HUM OKa3anach TOHKasl JJMHHAsI COPOYKA U3 MATKOro xJornka. B Heit u noiiay. Ho cHa-
yasa... Moii B3MJIsi/I CHOBA HATKHYJICS Ha TSIKETyI0 CTEKJISTHHYIO Ba3dy Ha TymOouke. [lnan «b». Ha
camblil KpailHUM CITy4dai.

CoOpaB BcIo CBOIO BOJIO B KYJaK, 51 TOMKHYJIA ABepb BaHHOM. M 3amepra Ha mopore.

D10 ObUIa He BaHHAsI. DTO OBUIM KaKWe-TO JpeBHHE TepMbl. OrpoMHasi KOMHATA, BbIJIOKEHHAST
[JIaIKM TEMHBIM KaMHEM, B LIEHTpe KOTOPOH pacrionarajicsi Hactosmmi 6acceiin. HermyOokuii, HO
JOCTaTOYHO MPOCTOPHBIHA, YTOOBI TaM MOXHO ObUIO TUIaBaTh. OT BOIBI, MOJACBEYCHHON JIECATKAMU
MEPLAOIIUX CBEYEH, MOJHUMAJICS I'YCTOH Map, HAMOJHAS BO3AYX apOMaTOM KaKUX-TO TPaB.

U B 3TOM Oacceline, OTKUHYBIIUCH HA OOPTUK, Jiexkai [[20Hap.

K moemy 6e3mepHOMY, OTIyIIUTEILHOMY OOJIETUeHHUIO0, Ha HeM ObUIM IITaHbl. TeMHBbIe, mpo-
MOKIITHe, OOJICTTMBIIIME MOIIIHbIE HOTH, HO 3TO ObLIH ITaHbl. OH MOTyJIekall B BOJIE, 3aKUHYB PYKH Ha
Kpasi KyIeJu, U ¢ 3aKPHITHIMU IJ1a3aMU BHITTISIAEN A0 CTPAHHOTO YMUPOTBOPEHHBIM. YCIIBIIIAB CKPHUIT
JBEPH, OH JICHUBO MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B MOIO CTOPOHY.

— Ipucoenunsiics, — ronoc ObUT XPUILTBIM U TUXUM, CIIOBHO OH IPUTJIAIIa MEHs He B BAaHHY,
a B CBOIO TaiiHyI0 OepIiory.

A 3amstack. Kynenb Oblta JeiCTBUTENTHHO OTPOMHON — Mbl MOIJIM HAXOIUTHCS B HE, COXpa-
HsIsl IPUJIMYHYIO TUCTAHIMIO. A BOJIA... OHA BHIIIsI/IeNa Kak obemanue past. [locie Bcero, 4to nepe-
KUJIO MOE TeJlo, Topsiyasi BAHHA Ka3asiach JapoM OOTOB.

MenieHHO, ONacauBO, s CIYCTHIIACh [0 KAMEHHBIM CTyIIeHbKaM B Boy. OHa Oblia ueaabHOM.
lopstuas, HO He oOxkuraoas. 51 cena Ha MPOTUBOMOMOKHOM OT [[90HApa Kpalo, Kak MOXKHO AaJIblIIe,
Y He CMOIJIa c/iepkaTh TUXOTO CTOHA OJakeHCTBa. Teruio TyT ke BUEMWIOCh B HOIOIIVE MBIIIIIHI,
OOBOJIAKUBAS, paccuadsisi, PUTYILISAS OOJb.

I'maza camu co0oii 3aKpbUIHCh. BriepBbie 3a 9TH OECKOHEYHBIE JHU S TOYYBCTBOBAJIA YTO-TO
MOXOKEE Ha IMOKOM.

— Jlyuiie? — ero rosnoc mpope3alt TUIIHHY.
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41 oTkpbina raza. OH cMOTpeNT Ha MeHs Yepe3 KJIyOsl rapa. B HespkoM cBeTe cBeuel ero JIMio
Ka3aJIoCch Msrde, YepThl — MEHee pPe3KUMHU.

— HamHOro, — 4ecTHO BBIJOXHYJIA 1.

OH KMBHYJI M CHOBA 3aKpbLT I71a3a. Mbl cuenu B TUIHE. CHapyXu JOHOCHIIUCH 3BYKH HOUM:
JajeKkuid J1ail co0aKku, CKpUIT KaJUTKH, menaecT BeTpa. S ykpankod pasrisasiBana ero. [lupokue
TUIeYH, CUIIbHBIE PYKH, JUIMHHBIE TTAJIBIIbI, PACCIAOIEHHO Jiexkalye Ha OopTuke... IHTepecHo, 0 uem
on aymaet? O kaszHe? O Bparax? Wnu, Kak U 51, TPOCTO HACTAK/AAETCSI MOMEHTOM THUIIUHBI?

— CrpaimBail, — IPOM3HEC OH BAPYT, HE OTKpPbIBas IJ1a3.

A B3aporuyna.

— Yro?

— V Te0s Ha JMIle HANTMCAHO, YTO €CTh MIJUIMOH BOIPOCOB. 3a1aBaid.

Sl momomyana, JuxopanoyHo TiepeOupasi BapuaHThl. Kakoil Borpoc He OyneT CTOUTh MHE
KU3HU?

— Tlouemy THI... TaK OBICTPO MPHUKA3AT ApeCTOBaTh Baiizepa? — HaKOHeI] BhIOpasia s CaMblid,
Ha MO B3MJIs]I, Oe3omacHbIi. Tymnou, HoO Oe30MacHbIN.

Jla0Hap OTKpbLT 1a3a. B kenroM, Kak y MeHsl, 3padke IUIECHYJICS HACMEITUIMBbIA OTOHEK.

— A TBI KaK JyMaellb? — CIIPOCHJI OH, IpeBpalias Mo BOIpoc B TecT. — CKaxu MHe, keHa,
1ovemy, 1Mo-TBOeMYy, s 3TO caenan?

Cenecma I’ panos
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6

OH 4T0, U3aeBaercsa’?

ITOT BOIPOC OWJICS B BUCKAX HAOATOM. DTO ObUT HE AUAJIOT. DTO ObLT IOMPOC C MIPUCTPACTUEM,
3aMacCKMPOBAHHBIN MOJ CBETCKYyIo Oecey. Tect. Dk3aMeH, OT KOTOPOro 3aBUCENO0, YBUKY JIH 51 3aB-
TpAIITHWIA PacCBET, U s IOHATHS HEe MMeJla, KaKOoW OTBET MpaBUIbHBIA. OH CHJIEN HAITPOTUB, pacciad-
JICHHBIW, KaK XUIIHUK B CBOEW CTUXHMH, Y TEPIIEIUBO K AAJT, KOI/a [IIyTasi MbIIb CaMa 3aCYHET I'OJIOBY
B T1aCTh.

HyxHO ObIJIO 4TO-TO CKa3aTh. YTO-TO YMHOE, JIOTHYHOE, YTO YCTPOWIJIO OBl 3TOrO TOBAPUINA C
3aMalIKaMy TUpaHa.

— HagepHnoe... — s roBopuiia MEAJIEHHO, TIIATEIBHO B3BEIIMBAs KaXJO€ CJIOBO, MPUIaBast
roJIOCY OTTEHOK MOYTUTENILHOTO pa3MBbIIUIEHUsI, — 3TO BOIPOC cTaryca. Bauzep mocsarHya He Ha
MEH$, 2 Ha TBOIO BOMIO. HUKTO HE cMeeT MoIHMMAaTh PyKY Ha HEBECTY UMIIEpaTOpa.

poHap yemexHysicss. KopoTko, mpe3pUTesibHO, CJIOBHO 51 CMOPO3UJIa HEMPOXOAUMYIO AETCKYIO
[JTYIIOCTb.

— UneanvicTka, — OPOCHIT OH C TAKOW JISISTHON HACMEIITKOM, YTO Y MEHSI 110 CIUHE TIPoOesKa
XOJIONOK. — ThI ISHCTBUTEIIHFHO yMaelllb, MEHsI BOJIHYET, YTO KaKOW-TO MEJIKUN OapoH M30MBaeT
cBoto maquepuily? JleBouka, OTKpoii r1a3a. Ecim s1 Oy/ry BHUKATh B KaXKIyI0 CEMEHHYIO pamy, Y MEHsI
HE OCTaHeTCsl BpeMEHH YIPaBJIsATh TOCYIapCTBOM. Baiire rpsisHOe Gellbe — 3TO Ballie rpsi3Hoe Oellbe.

Ero cnoBa ynmapunu, kak morieunHa. «ThICSuM TakWX, Kak Thl». Bor u Bce. $1 Obuta jyist
HEro BCEro JIMIIb CTATUCTUUECKON eIMHUIIEH B OTYeTe O AOMAaIlTHeM Hacwiauu. JlocagHON ITOMEXOM.
Beniplo, KOTOpPYIO MOCMENTN UCIIOPTUTD A0 TOTO, KaK OH €10 BOCIOJIb30BAJICS.

Crnacu6o, Bamie BenmuectBo. Kakoe oOneryenue — 3Hath cBoe Mecto. Huke rumHTYCA.

S cxana KyJaky 1oJ| BOAOH € TaKOW CHJIOW, YTO HOT'TH BIWIKCH B JIAJIOHU, OCTaBJIsAs KPOBOTO-
yariye noixyMecsibl. BHYTpy Bce KUMENIO OT OSCCHIBbHOM, YHVKEHHOUW SIPOCTH. XOTEJOCh BBITLIEC-
HYTb €MY B JIMIIO 3Ty TrOpPsAYYI0 BOAY, a IOTOM U BCE, 4TO 51 0 HeM aymar. O ero uHU3Me, O ero
BJIACTH, O ero 0e3pa3Inyuu.

— Kak nuuHn4HO, — npoueawia s, YyBCTBY#, KaK BHYTPU pa3ropaercsl XOJIOJHOE IUlamsl. —
BripoueM, uCTOpHSl y4uT, YTO KOT[Aa MMIIEPATOPHI MEPECTAIOT 3aMedaTh «Ipsi3HOe Oelibe» CBOEro
Hapoyia, HApOJI MACTEPUT ISl HUX OYEHb OCTPHIC... HAIIMOHAJIbHBIC OPUTBBI.

Ha ero nmie BnepBble OTpa3uiioCh YIMBJIEHUE, TYT K€ CMEHUBLIEECS OCTPbIM, U3YyYaroluMM
MOJO3PEHUEM.

— Boiizepa apectoBanu He 3a TO, YTO OH TeOsi OWJI, — MPOAOIKII JI90HApP JICHUBBIM, MTOYTH
CKYYalolI1MM TOHOM, SIBHO Hacnaxaasch 3(peKTomM, KOTOpBII MPOU3BENH €ro ciioBa. — Ero apecro-
BaJIM 1O MOIO3PEHUI0 B FOCYJAPCTBEHHON M3MEHE. A TBOU CHUHSIKH... 3TO MPOCTO YIOOHBIN MOBO/,
YTOOBI HAYATh JOMPOC Oe3 JIMIIHETOo ryMa. [IpusaTHO, Koria mpeiaTev Tak JIIOe3HO MOICTABIISIOTCS
caMH, He HaXOOuIIh?

H3mena.

OpnHOo c0BO. A MUP BOKPYI' MEHSI TPECHYJI, KAK TOHKHM JIel], ¥ MOCHINAJICS OCTPbIMHU, PEXY-
IIAMH OCKOJIKAMH.

3aroBop. «Cow3Huku» nipu aBope. Tpu aHs Baiizep MetonuyHo, yaap 3a yaapoM, BOUBAJ B
MeH$1 HEOOXOIMMOCTb COTPYIHUYATh ¢ HUMU. U Tereps... Tenepb uMriepatop 3HaeT. OH ellle He 3HaeT
0 MOEH MPEeATNoIaraeMor poJin, HO OH YK€ UJET IO CIIedy.

MBpicnu B rosioBe NpeBpaTWIMCh B MAHUYECKUH, Meuyluiics: pou muen. Yro OyaeT, Korja oH
y3Haet? Korza ero imenku JOKONalTCs 10 TOT0, YTO €10 HOBOMCIIEYEHHAsI KeHA — KJII0UeBas NellKa
B 9TOH rps3HOi urpe? HUKTO He cTaHeT pa3OuparhbCsl, 3aCTABUIM MEHsSI WM sl camMa COTIACHIIACh.
®aKT — BOT 4YTO UMEET 3HAUEHHUE. A (PAKTHI KpUYAJIU O TOM, YTO 51 — MpeaartenabHuna. M mens xaer
Ka3Hb. f )KMBO MpeacTaBuiia cede iaxy, X0JI0JHOE JIE3BUE TOMOPa ¥ PABHOLYIIIHYIO TOJIIY.
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Bosnyx BHe3arHO kKoHuUWICA. ['Opsiunii map, KOTOPBIH e1lle MUHYTY Ha3aj Ka3aicsl TAKUM IpU-
SITHBIM, TETIepb CTaJ yAyIIaiomM, 3a01Bast Jierkue. 5 XBaTana pToM BOILy, HO HE MOTJIa B3/IOXHYTh.
Mup cy3uiicst 10 pa3MepOB 3TO KAMEHHOM KYIaJIbHU, CTEHbl KOTOPOI HAYaJIu JABUTh, YIpOXKasi pa3-
naBuTh MeHsi. Cep/iiie 3aK0JI0THUIIOCH B peOpax, Kak OellieHasi ITUIIA, TIHITasCh BRIPBAThCsl HA CBOOOY.

— UYro ¢ T0601? — ronoc JIpoHapa mpope3an TyMaH MaHWKHW, MPO3BYYaB HA YIWBJICHHE
O1M3KO.

Sl oTUasIHHO TBITANACh B3SITh ce0sl B pyKH. YJbIOHYThCs. CKasaThb, uTo Bee B mopsiake. Ho Teno
MeHsI He CITyIIayioch. 1 4yBCTBOBasIA, KaK KPOBb OTXJIBIHYJIA OT JIMIA, OCTaBJIsIs Ha KOXE JIISTHYIO
UCTIApHHY.

— Hwuuero, — mporentana s, HO TOJIOC MPEAATENLCKH COPBAJICS, MPEBPATUBILIKCH B KATKUAN
TTUCK.

— Huuero? — oH BRIIPSAMWICS, U BCS €ro paccaableHHOCTh vcnapuiach. Tenepb oH ObLT
MOXOK Ha TMaHTepy, TOTOBANIYIOCS K MPbIKKY. Karum BoApl cTeKasM ¢ ero TeMHBIX BOJIOC, a I71a3a B
CBETE CBEYEH Ka3aluCh OBYMS pacKaJleHHbIMHU yrisiMu. — Tbl obenena, Kak nonotHo. 1 He cmeit
TOBOPUTH MHE, YTO 3TO OT ropﬂqeﬁ BOJHBI.

Ero B3rsig OypaBui MeHs1 HACKBO3b. Sl dyBcTBOBasa ce0st 6a00UKOM, MPUIIIITUIEHHOM K I0CKE.
bexarp Hekyna.

— Ckaxu MHe, ’KeHa, — MPOM3HEC OH TUXO, M OT ITOTO MIENOTa Y MEHs 10 CITUHE MpodesKa
nen. OH MeJIeHHO, pa3pesast By, IBUHYJICS KO MHe. PaccTosiHue Mesk/ly HaMi HEYyMOJIMMO COKpa-
manock. OH OCTaHOBWJICSI BCETO B TMOYMETpPE, U sl MOIVIa BU/IETh, KAK HAIPSATJIMCH MBIIIIIBI HA €r0
iedax. — O 4eM MMEHHO ThI MOlyMasia, KOr/a sl CKazas Mpo U3MeHy?

16



M. Mucrepy. «[lonaganka B 3n0aeiiky. JKarBa nmmeparopa»

7

O uem s nogymana? O ToM, YTO IUIaXa — 3TO, HABEPHOE, OYEHb XOJIOAHO U kecTKo. 1 uto
MOs1 T0JIOBa, OTIEJIMBIIKMCH OT Teja, MOKATUTCA MO IPs3HBIM KaMHAM 31adota. Bor o yem, Baie
BEJINYECTBO.

4 cynopoxHO momkana ryObl, TBITAasICh 3alepeTh NMAaHUKY BHYTPHU, HO TYT K€ TMOHsUIA CBOIO
otOKy. Ero B3y MFTHOBEHHO METHYJICS K MOEMY PTY, 3a(PUKCUPOBAB 3TOT KECT C XUIIHbIM BHU-
MmanueM. bpaBo, Mapuna. Teneps oH OyaeT u3ydaTsb Te0s1 M0ji MUKPOCKOIIOM.

Meicnu MeTanuch B Yeperne, Kak 00e3yMeBIIIre MTHLB B KiieTke. OH MOXET B3Th MEHsI CUJION.
[Ipsamo 3peck. B atoil npokisaToit Boze. [lo 3akOHY 3TOro Mupa emy 3a 3T0 HAYero He Oyner —
3aKOHHAsI JKeHa, CyNpYKeCKHid 1onT, Ona-6ma-6m1a. OT Biacteit eMy TeM Oosiee HU4Yero He rpo3uT, OH
caM BJIaCThb. A BOT OT MEHS...

Ot MeHs1 OH OorpedeT 1Mo MOJHOW MPOrpamMMe.

S MBICTIEHHO OlLleHMsIa apceHal. Basa B cnanbHe — Tskenasi, ocHoBatesbHas. [loncBeyHuk y
OopTHKa Kyrean — OpOH30BBIH, ¢ ynoOHBIM XxBaToM. [la, oH umrieparop. Ho 6oseBble TOUKH y HEro
TaM ke, TJie ¥ y JII0OOro CMEPTHOTO MykHKa. M eci OH mocMeeT MeHsl TPOHYTh, 51 €My 3Ty CaMylo
«XJIe00pe3Ky» TaK pasyKpallly, 4TO IMPUIBOPHbIC JIEKapy MecsIl OyIyT OCKOJIKHM U3 Hee BHIKOBBIPH-
BaTh.

OT 3THX KPOBOXAJHBIX MBICJIEN MO TeJy BHE3AIHO Pa3jIWIOCh CTPAHHOE, JIEASIHOE CIOKOM-
CTBUE. AJJpeHaJIMH CTpaxa CMEHWICS aJlpeHaJIMHOM sipocTu. [a, s B ero Biacti. Ho g He oBua Ha
3aKJIaHue. Y MeHs ecTb 3yObl, HOI'TH M 3JI0CTh, KOTOPOW XBaTHUT, YTOOBI CXKeub JOTJIA €r0 XBaJIEHbINA
ABOpell.

S MeJIeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA, YYBCTBYS, KAK PacIPaBJISIIOTCS CBE/IEHHBIE OT yKaca IUIeUH.

— Mmae OBl He X0TesIoch, YToOB! Baiizep okazasicsi I3MEHHMKOM, — TPOM3HECHA 51, CTapasich
NPUIATH FOJIOCY JPOKAIIHE, UCITyTaHHbIe HOTKH, KaK Y JII000 HOPMaJIbHOH JEBYIIIKMA HA MOEM MeCTe.
— Benp Tora TeHb NOJO3peHuUs NAJET U Ha MEHs. A 1... 1 Be[lb HUYEero He clesaa.

«[Toka», — mpIcneHHo podaBmia s1. — «Ho ecm mpuzeTcs BIOMpaTh Mesx /1y TOOOM 1 MIIaxoi,
51, 3HA€lIb JIM, MOTY U IIEpEeLyMaTh».

OH cmotpen Ha MeHs. Jonro. HeBetHOCHMO fonro. M3ydas, Kak SHTOMOJIOT U3y4aeT Peikoe
HAaceKoMoe, Mpesk/ie YeM MPOTKHYTh ero OysaBkou. 1 Obuta yBepeHa — OH BUIMT JIOKb. YyBCTBYET
ee, KaK XUIIHUK 4yBCTBYET 3arax KpPOBH.

A 3aTeM OH pe3KO MOJHSIICH.

Bopa xJbIHYIa € €ro MOIIHOTO Tesa, pa3ouBasichk 0 OOpTUKHM Kyrenu. Ha MrHoBenue s 3a0biia,
KakK JpllIaTh, JIMXOPAJOUHO OLIEHUBAs pacCTOsIHUE 10 nojcBevyHuka. Ceituac. Bort ceituac oH...

— Bbuiesaii 1 BbIXOAM, — OpOCHJI MHE BBILLIET U3 BObI.

OH moyioieN K cTeHe U, He 000paurBasiCh, CTAIMI C ce0s1 MOKpBIE IITaHbI, OTOJIMB KPENKHUIA
KPacuBBIi 3aJ1, OT KOTOPOTO 51 HE MOIJIa OTOPBATh B3IVIA/A. 3aTeM HETOPOIUIMBO HAKMHYJ TEMHBIN
XaJjaT, BUCEBILIUI Ha KPIOYKe, 1 METOAUYHO 3aBs3aJl MOsIC.

Tak. Bpsn n MyxunHa, IUIAaHUPYIOLMIA CTPACTHOE W3HACWIIOBAaHKE, OyJET TaK OCHOBATEJILHO
3aI1aKOBbIBAThCS B XaJIaT, BEPHO?

OH B, TaK U HE CKa3aB OOJIbIIIE HY CJI0BA, OCTABUB MEHsI O/IHY B KJIyOax rapa 1 cCOOCTBEH-
HBIX MTAHUYECKUX MBICJIEH.

4 mopoxgana MUHYTY, IPUCITYIIUBAsICh K THIIMHE. 3aTeM ToXe BhIOpasach U3 BoAbl. MoKpast
COpOYKa MPOTUBHO JIMILIA K Tesly, U 5, HEI0JIro JAyMasi, copBaja ee ¢ ce0s M LIBbIPHYJIa Ha IOJ.
Ha cocenHeM kpiouke BUce ellle OOUH XanaT — OeJblil, MATKUM, MyIIMCTHIA. $1 3aKyTanack B HEro,
3aTSHYB I05C TaK TYro, OyATO OH MOT 3allMTUTh MEHS OT BCEr0 MUpA.

MuHYT 0ATh A IPOCTO CTOsJIa OCPe BaHHOM, OECCMBICTIEHHO IS HA MEpLAIOIIME CBEYH.
Hy:xHo Obu10 ycriokouTthes. B3sTh ce0s B pyku.
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Hpunare. Jymars. BeokuBars. IMEHHO B TakOM NOpsIIIKE.

S He Mory BEeYHO MpATaThCs 37ech. PaHO MM nMo3aHO npuaercs BeIMTH. W jiyyliie BCTPEeTUTh
OIACHOCTb JIMLIOM K JIULLY.

CoOpaB ocTaTK¥M CBOEH MOTPENaHHOW CMEJIOCTH B KYJIaK, sl TOJIKHYJIA TSDKENYIO IBEph U IIar-
HyJa B CIIAJIBHIO.

Js0Hap cuzien B MAaCCUBHOM Kpeciie y KAMUHA, B KOTOPOM YK€ BECEJIO IOTPECKUBAIN MOJIEHBSI.
OH He cMoTpest Ha MeHs. TeHH OT IUIaMeHH IUJISCAI Ha €ro JIMLIE, Jelasi €ro YepThl TO XUIIHbIMHY,
TO OTCTPaHEHHBIMH. B pyKke OH iepkasl MaJIeHbKYIO CTEKJITHHYI0 OaHOUKY ¥ MEIJIEHHO TTOBOPAYHMBAJ
ee, pasIisiplBasl Ha CBETY.

Most niepBast maHUYECKask MbICTIb ObLIA COBEPIIIEHHO MIUOTCKOM:

«ToIpKO He ToBOpHTE MHE, UTO 3TO JTyOpuKaHT! [ToToMy UTO eciii 9To Kakoi-HUOYAb 10pOry-
UM KPEM OT MOPIIMH, TO KaKOr'0 YepTa OH He Ha €ro XOJEHOW UMIIEPCKON poxke?»

ponap Cogpopo
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JIs0Hap KMBHYJ KyJa-TO B MIPOCTPAHCTBO Mepel cOOO0M, He OTpbIBask TMITHOTUYECKOTO B3IUIsiIa
ot orHs1. TOJNBKO TOra s 3aMeThIIa HEBHICOKHI TTy(hUK, OOUTHIN OGapxaToM 1BeTa HOYHOro Heba. Ero
He ObUIO 371eCh paHbllle. 3HAYMT, MOKA s1 OTMOKaJla B BAHHOM, KTO-TO BOIIE M MPUTOTOBHII 3TO...
JIOOHOE MECTO.

— Caauck, — npukaszai oH. ['010c ObUT POBHBIM, JUIIEHHBIM SMOIUI. TaKMM TOHOM OTAAIOT
MPUKa3bl MeOeJIH, YTOOBI Ta TIOJBUHYJIACh.

Kaxpmast kjieTka Moero Tejia B3BblJIa OT THXOro, sipoctHoro OyHta. Caauck. Bot Tak mpocro.
Ha manenpkuil mypuk y ero Hor. A urto gasblie? [1onokuTh TojoBy eMy Ha KOJIeHHU, Kak BepHasi
cobauoHKa? PacriaxHyTh IMOJIBI XajiaTa, JeMOHCTPUPYs IOKOpHOCTh? Het yxk, yBoJbTe.

— He 6yny, — orpesaia s1, ckpelyBasi pyKu Ha rpyau. 3alluTHBIN KecT. KaJlkuii, HO eTuH-
CTBEHHOE, UTO 51 MOIUIa ceOe MO3BOJIUTD.

KomHarta ytonana B nogympake, HapylaeMoM JIUIIb IUISIITYIIUMU TeHsIMU OT KamuHa. [laxso
IOBIMOM, BOCKOM U TOPBKOBaThIMM TpPaBaMH, Y€l apoMaT Bce ellle BUTAT B BO3/yXe IOC/e BaHHBIL.
VIOTHBIN, TOMAIIIHUH 3arax, KOTOPBIH ceiiuac Ka3aics U3eBaTeIbCTBOM.

JsoHap HaKOHell MeJIeHHO MOBEpHYJI ToJIoBY. [lmaMs 0Tpa3usioch B €ro Iiiaszax, 1 Ha MTHOBe-
HUE MHE MOKa3aJIoCh, YTO s1 CMOTPIO B JIBa PACKAJIEHHBIX 30JI0THIX 3payukKa.

— He BbIHYX /12l MEHsI IOBTOPATH, — rOJIOC YIaJl HA OKTABY HUXeE, CTaB MIOXOKUM Ha CKPEXKET
JIbA.

— A 710 ur0o? CWIor 3acTaBUIlb? — 51 YIPSIMO BPOC/Ia HOTaMHU B MOJI, XOTSI BCE MHCTUHKTHI
Kpuuanu: «bern!».

OH Me/JIeHHO, C JICHUBOU Tpalliell XUITHUKA, TIOIHSLICS ¢ Kpecia. Ero TemHblii XanaT pacrnax-
HYJICS, OOHAXUB peJibepHYI0 MYCKYJIUCTYIO TPY/b U IUIOCKHMIA KUBOT. 1 TOCIEIHO OTBeNa B3MJIs,
YYBCTBYsl, KaK IIEKH 3a/IMBaeT Kpacka. B pyke oH Bce Tak ke Jep:Kasl 3Ty MPOKJISATYIO CTEKJISTHHYIO
OaHOUKY.

— Thl IEHCTBUTENBLHO CUUTACIITH, YTO MHE HHTEPECHO OpOCaThCsl Ha 3aTHAHHYIO B YTOJT MBIIIIb?
— B €ro rojioce Mpo3Byvyasio OTKPOBEHHOE MPe3peHHe.

«3arHaHHasi B yroJy Mbliib»? Hy criacn60 3a KOMIUTMMEHT, Baille BEJIMYeCTBO.

— Torpa vero Tl OT MeHsI XOuellb? — BbIJABUIA 5, TPOKJIMHAS MPEIATENbCKYI0 TPOXb B

rojoce.
On clenai mar ko Mae. Ilotom enie oguH. KomHara BHe3artHo craia KpOH.IC‘IHOfI. A OomyThJIa
xKap, I/ICXOI[HIJ_[I/Iﬁ OT €ro T€jIa, — OCTATOYHOE TEILJIO ITIOCJIE ropﬂqef/i BOJBI. On HaBuC HaJ0 MHOfI,

3aCTaBJisAs 3apaTh TOJIOBY.

— MHe HerT zien1a 10 TBOMX JAETCKUX CTPaXoB, — IPOM3HEC OH paBHOAYLIHO. — [IpocTo nenai,
YTO 51 FOBOPIO, M BCe OyJET XOpoLIo.

— A ecnu He Oyny?

— bynems.

ITO KOPOTKOE CJIOBO MPO3BYYANIO KaK IEYOK 3aTBopa. Ho 51 He ciBuHysach ¢ Mecta. Ynpsam-
CTBO OBbLJIO €JMHCTBEHHBIM OPYXKHEM, KOTOPOE y MEHSI OCTaJIOCh.

JIs0Hap TsKeno B3JOXHYJ. DTO ObLT B3AOX YeJIOBEKa, CMEPTEIbHO YCTABLIErO OT Uy:KOU IITy-
MOCTH.

— Cenecra, — OH BIEpBble Ha3BaJ MEHs 10 UMEHH, U OT 3TOTO Y MEHsI 10 CITHHE MPoOeka
XOJIOOK. — B J1aHHBI MOMEHT Yy MEHsI HET HA MaJISHIIIero skelaHus TaluThb TeOs B octesb. OqHako
criaTh psAAOM cO MHOM TeOe npuzaercs. B ogHoit kpoBatu. U 310 He oOcyxkaaercs.

OH nogHsi1 0aHOYKY Ha YpOBEeHb MOMX I71a3. B cBeTe kaMuHa 51 cMOIIa pasrisiieTh TyCTYIO
3€JIEHOBATYI0 KUAKOCTh BHYTPHU.
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— D710 Ma3b, — TOSCHWI OH, 3aMeTUB MOU B3I, — OT cuHAKOB U ccaauH. Ecim He o6pa-
00TaTh MX KaK CJelyeT, MOTYT OCTaThCsI IIIPAMBI.

S ocronbenena. Masp? OT CHHSKOB? A sI-TO yXke ycIiesia BOOOPa3HTh...

— Thl... XOTe MeHs JICUNTh? — BBIPBAJIOCh Y MEHS MPEX/Ie, YeM s yCIiena MmoayMaThb.

— OueBHIHO, — OH C IIETYKOM OTKPBUT KPHIIIKY, M TIO KOMHATE pa3Heccs Pe3KHid, MSITHO-
TpaBsiHOM 3amax. — Terneps csiib. Y mepectanb BUAETD B KKI0M MOEM JEHCTBUH YTPo3y. TO yTOM-
JISIeT.

UyBcTByst ce0s1 IOCTeAHEN NANOTKOM, s1 ME/ITIEHHO OITyCTHJIACh Ha YHU3UTEIIbHBIN My(UK.

Jls0Hap BcTa mpsiMO Tiepeio MHOM, a 51 3ajipajia roJIoBY M 3aBOPOKEHHO YCTaBMJIACh Ha HETO.
CBer KaMHHAa MOJCBEYMBAJI €T0 BOJIOCHI, e/asl UX MOXOKMMHU Ha CTEKAIOIIYIO JIABY.

OH 3a4eprHyJ MajblieM HEMHOTO Ma3H U OCTOPOKHO KOCHYJICSI MOEH IIIEKH.

— BonbHo?

— Tepnumo, — conrana s, 3aKycuB ryoy. Ha camom nienie 0110 04eHb OOJTBHO.

Mas3b Obl1a XOJIONHOM, a ero majel — OOKHUIaiolle ropssuiM. ITOT KOHTPACT 3aCTaBHJI MEHS
3aTauTh Apixanue. OH Me/IJIeHHO, TTOYTH HeXHO, BTUPAJ Ma3b B KOXKY, U 51 TIOUYBCTBOBAJIA, Kak O0Jb
T0J1 €r0 MPUKOCHOBEHUEM OTCTYTIAET, CMEHSISICh JIETKUM OHEMEHHUEM.

— Jlyudrie? — ero rojoc mpo3Bydal THIIE, TOUTH Oe3 MeTala.

41 cmorna TonpKo KuBHYTb. Ero 6nmm3octs comBasia ¢ Tonky. Ero mpukocHOBeHUst ObLIH CIUIII-
KOM OCTOPOHBIMH Il THPaHA.

— Co0Gepu Bonockl, — npuKaszai oH. — Ha ryiede Toxe ecthb cien.

S mocymHO yopasia BOIOCk, MOPIIACh OT 00N B 001aCcTH pedep UyBCTBYSI, KaK MSTKast TKaHb
XajaTa COCKaJIb3bIBACT C IIeYa, OTKPbIBasi CUHSIK. Ero masbipl CHOBa KOCHYJIUCh MOEH KOXKH, Ha 3TOT
pa3 yBepeHHee, Jonblie. f gymana, Ha STOM BCe 3aKOHUHUTCS.

Ho ero pyka ckonb3Hysa HUXe, K JIONATKaM, Majblbl COMKHYJIMCh HA BOPOTE MOEIo Xasjara.
W ogHuM pe3KuM, HO BBIBEPEHHBIM JABMKEHUEM OH JEPHYN TKaHb BHU3, MOJHOCTBIO OOHAXas MOIO
CIIMHY 10 CaMOM MOSICHULIBI.

Jla Tl HUKaK camoyoOuiia, ummneparop?!
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4l nepHynack Tak pe3Ko, 4To e[jBa He CBaIWIach C myduka. IHCTHHKT, )KUBOTHBIH, TIEPBOOBIT-
HBIN, 3aCTaBUJI IONBITATbCS BCKOYUTD, TPUKPHITHCS, HO €T0 pyKa — TsIkKeas, ropsdas — Jieria MHe
Ha IIJIEYO, IPUTBO3JWIIA K MECTY.

— Ter ox...

— He nepraiicst, — ronoc counsicsi JeAsTHONM HacMeInkon. — M Tel gymana, s oOpadboTtaio
LIapanvHy Ha TBOEM IIEKE, a Ha 3TO PEeIlly 3aKPbITh IJ1a3a?

Sl ¢ Takoi cuJI0H CTUCHYNA 3yOBl, YTO B yIIaxX 3a3BEHEJIO.

Comnous BnactHast! Heanpepranen! OH qomkeH ObuT cipocuTh! X0Ts1 OBl CIETIaTh BU, YTO MOE
MHEHHE UMEET 3HaYEeHHUE !

Ero nanbupl, MOKPHITHIE XOJIOHOM Ma3blo, KOCHYIMCh Moel criuHbl. 1 g1 3amepna. IIpukocHo-
BeHMeE ObLJIO IO CTPAHHOIO OCTOPOKHBIM. OH He ITPOCTO pa3Ma3bliBall Masb, a MEAJIEHHO, CAHTUMETD 32
CAaHTUMETPOM, IPOXOAMJICS O KakJIOMY yIIHOY, KakI0My KPOBOIOATEKY. XO0JIO/ OT Ma3u POHUKAJI
BINIyOb, Tacs TYIyIO, HOIOIIYIO 00Jb, M OT 3TOr0 KOHTpAacTa — €ro BJIACTHOTO XeCTa U HEOKUIAaHHO
LIEJIMTEIBHOTO IIPUKOCHOBEHU I — Y MEHS B TOJIOBE CIIy4MIIOCh KOpOTKOe 3ambikaHue. Cosects? Her,
He coBecTb. CKopee, 3710CTh Ha caMy ceOs 3a TO, YTO 3Ta 3a00Ta, MyCTh M MPOAUKTOBAHHASI OTHOMY
€My U3BECTHBIMM MOTHBAMHU, IPUHOCUJIA TAKOE OTYASTHHOE OOJIerYeHue.

— 3aBrpa Oyzer jerdye, — TUXO MPOU3HEC OH, W €r0 roJoC, JIMIIEHHbBIA MeTajuia, MPO3ByJall
IIPAMO HaJ MOMM YXOM. — A 4epe3 TpH [IHA U CJIe[ja HE OCTaHETCH.

— Orkyza Takas yBEpEeHHOCTb? — XPUILIO CIIPOCHIIA 51, TOPOILIMBO 3anaxuBasi Xajar.

— OmnbIT, — KOPOTKO OpPOCHII OH, ¥ B 9TOM CJIOBE OBLJIO CTOJIBKO BCETO, YTO 51 Mpearowia He
YTOUYHSATD.

B nBepp nocryvanu. Tpu THXHX, TOYTUTENIBHBIX CTYKA.

— Bovigure.

B komHary, crubasice B Tpy NMorudesy, BoLIes X0341H, a 32 HUIM — JJBO€ CJIYT C MOJHOCAMHU.
B 1y *ke cekyHIy criaJIbHIO HAIIOJIHWJI TAaKOW T'YCTOM, TAKOW CBOISAILMM C yMa apOMaT )apeHoro Msca,
MIEYEHBIX OBOLIEH M CBEKEro xjeda, 4yTo MOM kelyIOK M3/1aj TPOMKHI, MPOTECTYIOIM phIK. S
MOHsJIA, YTO YMUPAIO OT ToJI0a.

Cnyru, He nogHUMAs 171a3, OECITYMHO HaKpbLIM Ha HEOOJBILION CTOJIMK Y OKHA. benocHekHast
CKaTepTh, MPOCTasi, HO HAYMINEHHAsl 10 ONecKa Mocya, Tsokenble cepeOpsiHble mpubophl. Best sta
CLIEHa Ka3aJ1ach CIOPPEAIMCTUYHOMU.

— IlpocTute 3a CKPOMHBIN yKHH, FOCIIOANH, — JieOe3u1 TpakTupUMK. — [loBapa yxe otiy-
CTWJIH, A TaK MO3JJHO Mbl OOBIYHO...

— Bce B nopsiake, — niepedun ero IpoHap. — Moxere UITH.

Korna 3a HUMM 3aKpbLIack ABEpb, s1 HE MOIVIa OTBECTH B3IsAAa OT crosa. JKapeHas Kypuua ¢
30JIOTUCTOM, XPYCTSAIIEH KOPOUKOM, pyMsIHBII KapTodeb, CHIP, Macyo... ITo ObuIa He efia. DTo ObIO
CIIaCeHUE.

— l'ononHa? — B ero rosoce NpOCKOJIb3HYJIA TEHb YCMEILKH.

— Jla, — 4YecTHO NpU3HAJIACh £1.

— Torpna ems.

Sl cena 3a crtoin, 4yBCTBYA ceOs MOJHON MOMOTKOW. YKMH mpH cBedax. B onHom xanare. C
MY’KeM-UMIIEpPaTOpOM, KOTOPOTo s1 HEMHOTMM paHee ToToBa Oblila MpUOUTH Ba3oi. AGCYpI.

JlpoHap HamMn B Ba KyOKa TEMHO-KpacHBI HAllMTOK W TOAOABMHYI OAMH KO MHE. 3areMm,
B35IB HOX Y BHJIKY, OTPE3aJl CaMBblil OOJIBIIION KYCOK KYpPHIIBI U TIOJIOKMI MHE Ha Tapesiky. JJoOaBui
osoteil. Ce6e HAOKUIT eIbl YUCTO CUMBOJITUECKH.

4 Habpocunack Ha ey, Kak aukapka. Kypuia tasia Bo pTy, OBOLIM ObUIM CTaAKUMH, & MOPC
— 9TO OKa3aJicsl OH — TI0KA3aJICsl MHE aMOpPO3HEH.
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— Korpa el ena B mocneqHuii pa3? — CIPOCHIT OH, HAOMIOAas 32 MHOW C HEMPOHUIIAEMbIM
BBIPQXXEHUEM JIMILIA.

Sl mormpITanach 3alENUThCA 32 BOCIOMHMHAHHWS, HO OHM PACCHINANIMCh, KaK THWIAS TKaHb.
[MamsATh 0 MOCTeqHUX THAX ObUIA HEYETKOM, CMa3aHHOM, KaK aKkBapesib Moj JOKIeM. Bosb, UKW,
BCEMNOMIOLIAIOIINI CTpaxX, TEMHOTa KOMHATBHI, Ille MeHs Jepxkaiu... Bpems norepsyio cBou ouepra-
HUS, TPEBPATHUBIINCH B BAZKYIO, TATYUYIO0 MACCY, COCTOSIINYIO U3 YHVKEHHSI U TITyXOH, HapacTaloIei
SIpocTU. JIHM ¥ HOYM CJIMJIMCh B OJIVH CIUIONTHOW KOIIMAp.

— TMozaBuepa. Kaxercsi, — nmpodopmoTana st ¢ HabuteiM prom. — Wi Buepa. He momHIo.

— IlonsTHO.

OH Oosbllle HUYEro He CKa3aJl, TOJIBKO MOJIYa MOIOABUHY KO MHE OO0 C CHIPOM U JIOJWT B
KyOOK Mopc. MBI e/l B TUIIIMHE, HAPYIIAeMOM JIMIIb TPECKOM JJPOB B KAMHMHE M JTAJIEKUM YXaHbeM
COBBI 32 OKHOM.

— 3aBTpa OyJeM B CTOJIUIIE, — MPOU3HEC OH TaK Xke OyJHUIHO, KaK TOBOPST O MOTOJIE.

S monepxHyace.

— 3aBTpa?

— o nBopia otcioa nonans nyt. K Beuepy Oynem goma.

Homa. OH cka3zas «1oMa». JI1 MeHs e 3TO CJIOBO IPO3BYYaIO KaK «TIOpbMa». YJIel, Kulla-
U SITOBUTBIMHU 3MESIMH, KOTOPBIE TOJIBKO M JKAYT, YTOOBI BIEMHUTHCS B HOBYIO MIPYIIKY MMIIepa-
TOpA.

— W 49t0 MeHs Tam kJeT? — CIpocuiia si, CTapasiCh, YTOOBI TOJIOC 3ByYall PABHOYIITHO.

JI20Hap OTJIOKWII BUJIKY.

— Ku3Hb, — IIPOCTO OTBETHUIT OH.

— U Bce?

— He coBcem, — OH ciesnas rII0TOK U3 CBOEro KyOKa, IIsifisl Ha MeHs oBepx Kpasi. — Odunu-
QJIBHO ThI MOSI XK€Ha, U Y3KUI KPYT JHIl OyAeT 00 9TOM 3HaTh. 151 BCeX OCTaJIbHBIX Thl CTAHEIIh MOEH
JIMYHOU NIOMOIIHUIIEH. By/ienp KUTh B CMEKHBIX CO MHOM TIOKOSIX, YTOOBI BCeraa ObITh MO PYKOH.

S 3amepna, gepxka B pyKe KypUHYIO HOXKKY.

— TlomorHunei? B cMexHBIX TOKOSIX ?

OH Mo1ya cMOTpeJ Ha MEHsI, CJIOBHO JjaBasi BPeMsI OCO3HATD YCJIBIIIAHHOE.

— Kakyio MMEeHHO 4acTb MOEro reéHHMaJIbHOIO IUIaHa Thl HE MOHsIa? — B €ro rojlioce CHOBa
3a3BEHENa HACMEIIIKA.

— Ty, — BBIIOXHYJIA I, — TJIE 51 KUBY PSIIOM C TOOOM.

— ¥V 1e6s OyayT onpeneneHHbIe... 003aHHOCTH, — MEJJIEHHO MPOroBopui oH. — Ho 006 3tom
MBI TIOTOBOPUM TIO3KE.

Mens 6pocuiio B xonoaHsii mot. O6s3anHOCTH. Kakoe ke Mep3koe, JUMKoe CcIoBo. B Moeit
rOJIOBE OHO TYT k€ 00POCJIO IIOTHIO, PEBPATUBIIUCH B €JMHCTBEHHO BO3MOXHOE JIJIS )KEHBI IMITe-
paropa — HacjaeqHUKH. W cinenoM, Kak sJ0BUTHIN ILUTIONI, BIIOJ3 €JIeMHBIN rojoc «Mamarn» Cee-
cTol: «TBOW ;oNT, IEBOYKA, — POKATh 3J0POBBIX ChIHOBEW. JlexkaTb CMUPHO M JyMaTh O BEJTMYHMU
HUMIICPHU> .

Hymatb 06 umneprn! Koneuno! O yem ke errie fymaTh, Korjga TeOst UCTIONB3YIOT KAk TUIEMEH-
HYI0 KOObLTY ? Bu3yanu3upoBarh HOBbIE 3aBOEBaHU S, TIOKA OH ITBIXTUT CBEPXY, BBIIOTHSS CBOIO YacTh
«gonra»? Cracu6o, s Jiyuiiie ogyMaio O TOM, B KaKylo 4acTb €ro UMIEpPCKOTro Teja ylnoOHee BCero
BOH3UTH TOT CTOJIOBBIN HOXK.

— A ecim 51 OTKaXxych? — Tpolieauia s, YyBCTBYs, KaK BHYTPHU BCE CKUMaeTcs B OOEBYIO
MPYXUHY.

JIs0Hap mocMoTpes MHe IpsIMO B TJia3a, U yJIbIOKa MEIJIEHHO ucyessna ¢ ero jmia. OH BeITep
ryObl caniheTKOM, BCTAJI N3-3a CTOJIA U TIOJIONIEN K OKHY, IVIssA B HOYHYIO ThMY.
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— CkaxeM TaK, — MPOM3HEC OH, He 000PAYUBAsICh, M €TI0 TOJIOC IPO3BYYaIl TUXO, HO OKOHYA-
TeJbHO. — $1 OBI C palocThIO TIpeocTaBml Tede paBo BeiOOpa. Ho, kK HecuacThio isi HAC 000UX,
ero y Hac HeT. Hu y Te0s1, HU y MeHSl.
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Jls0Hap oTolIes OT OKHA, U Ha €ro JIMIIE 3aCThLIO BBIPAKEHUE YesIoOBeKa, KOTOPOMY IO CMEpTU
HAJI0eJI0 OOBSCHSITH OYEBUTHOE NIEPBOKJIACCHUKY.

— Ilopa cnatk, — KOHCTaTUpOBaI OH. — 3aBTpa OyleT JOJITUM IeHb.

Moii B3r/1511 HEBOJILHO METHYJICS K KpoBaTtu. OHa 3aHMMasia TIOJIOBUHY KOMHATHI, TOMUHUPYS
HaJ pocTpaHcTBoM. OrpoMHasi, U3 TEMHOTO, TTOYTH YEPHOTO JIepeBa, C PE3HBIMU CTOJIOMKAMHU, YXO-
ASIMIMMY B IOIYMpPaK MOTONKA. DTo ObLIO He JIoXKe, a TpoH. Wi antapb [ist KepTBONPUHOIICHUIA.

— 1 mpekpacHO 0OOMIYCh KPEecioM, — OTUYEKaHWJIA 5, KHBHYB Ha MACCUBHOE KOJKaHOE KPECIIo
y KaMUHa.

— Her, — orpesain on. — He ob6oiizenibces.

— Ilouemy xe? — 51 MEIJIEHHO MOJHSIACh U3-32 CTOJA, MPUHUMAast 00eBYIO CTOMKY. — Kpecno
BBIIVISAUT BIOJIHE YAOOHBIM. {1, 3HaeTe ju, He n30aIoBaHa POCKOIIIBIO.

JsoHap MeIeHHO, C JIEHUBOW Tpallieil XUIHKUKA, TOBEpHYJICS KO MHe. TeHu OT KaMHHa IUIsI-
caJli Ha ero JIMIie, TO MOrpykasl ero YepThl BO MPAaK, TO BBIXBATbIBask U3 TEMHOTHI OCTPBIE CKYJIBI U
KECTKYIO JIMHUIO MTOAOOPOIIKA.

— Iotomy uto Thl MOs1 keHa, Cenecta. A KeHbl CISAT B OMHON KPOBATU CO CBOMMH MY3KbSIMH.

— A MyXbsl MHOTAA BCIIOMUHAIOT O TAKOM TOHSTHH, KaK JIEIMKaTHOCTh, — MapyupoBaia s,
YYBCTBYsI, KAK BHYTPH 3aKUIIAET 3JI0i a3apr.

— JlenukaTHOCTb? — OH KPUBO YCMEXHYJICs. — Thl XOuelllb IeTMKaTHOCTH ?

— 41 Xxouy, 4TOOBI THI BeJI ce0s KaK pa3yMHBIN YeJIOBEK, a He KaK IellepHbIid TUPaH.

— Pa3yMmHbIi MyX He TIO3BOJIMT CBOEH JKeHe HOUYeBaTh B Kpeclie B MEpBYI0 OPayHyI0 HOYb.

Bpaunast Houb. OH MPOU3HEC ITO TaK OYIHUYIHO, OYATO 0OCYK I TIOTO/TY, HO CJIOBA TTOBUCIH
B BO3/IyX€, TSKEJble U JIMIKKUE, KaK MayTHHA.

— Toraa cnu Ha oy, — MpeIokuiIa 1. — Bylb pa3yMHBIM MYXeM.

Ero rnasa onacHo cy3uuch.

— 4 He crumo Ha nomy. Tak 4To y Hac JiBa BapuaHTa: JIMOO Thl UEIIb B KPOBaTh I0OPOBOJIBHO,
60 51 Tedst Tyaa oTHOITY. BeiOupai.

B komHare crano Tixo. CIbIIHO ObUIO JIMIIIb, KaK OTPECKUBAIOT JPOBA B KAMUHE 2 3aBbIBAET
BETep 32 OKHOM.

— EcTb TpeTuil BapuaHT, — s CKpecTWJIa pyKM Ha TPyIH, BKJIAIbIBasi B 3TOT KECT BCE CBOE
ynpsaMcTBO. — Thbl OCTaBIIsIelb MEHS B TIOKOE.

— Takoro BapuaHTa He CyIIIeCTBYeT.

— Cymecrsyer.

— Her.

Mp1 OypaBuiu Opyr Ipyra B3DIsAaMu, U BO3AYX MEXAy HaMU, Ka3aloch, 3B€HeJ OT HalpsiKe-
Husl. S 4yBCTBOBaJIa, KaK MO CIIMHE MOJ3ET XOJOIO0K, HO Aepxanack. He orcrymmo. Hu Ha mar.

JsoHap aBUHYICS KO MHE. MeJieHHO, He CBOAIS IJ1a3, CJIOBHO XMIIHUK, 3arOHSIIONINI JOObIYY.
B ero 3050ToM 3pauke mieckajiach TbMa.

— Cenecra, — ero rojoc ynaju 10 TUXOro, yrpoxarlero mernora. — He ucnbIThiBail Moe
TepreHue.

Sl cxxana Kynaky ¢ Takod CUJIOH, YTO HOTTH BIWJIMCH B JIAIOHU.

— A ecim ucnbiTan?

OH ocTtaHOBWJICA B 11are oT MeHsl. Bo3ayX BOKpYT Hero, Kazaaoch, CTYCTUIICS, CTAN TSKEJbIM,
JABSAIIIM.

— Toraa Tl 06 3TOM OYeHb CHUJIBHO TOXKaseelllb, — IPOIIETITall OH.

U B cnenyionnyio ceKyHay OH COPBAJICS C MECTa.
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51 He ycriena gaxe BCKPUKHYTh. Bee mpor3o1uio MoHiueHOCHO. Ero pyku nogxBatuim MeHs,
OfIHA TIO/I KOJICHSIMH, JIpyrasi — CTaJbHBIM OOpydYeM — 3a CIFHY, U sl OKa3ajach MpukaTa K ero
TBEPAOM, TopsIYe Irpyau.

— Ortmyctu! — 3ammmriena s1, ynapasich JaJOHsSMU B €T IJICUH U MBITasCh BRIPBAThCs. TIIETHO.
Ero xBarka ObL1a xesne3noit. — Ceiyac e OTITyCTH MeHs !

On momuan. OH mpocTo Hec MeHS K KpoBaTu, OyaTo s ObUla He 4YesoBeKOM, a TpodeeM. A
MOJIOTHJIA €T0 KyJIaKaMH T0 TPY/IH, MbITANIACh JISTHYTh, YKYCUTh — Oe3pe3y/IbTaTHO.

— Icux! Tupan! HenaBuxy! — BBIKpUKMBaa 1, 3aXJ1€ObIBASICh OT SIPOCTH U OECCUIHSI.

OH MBBIPHYJT MEHS HA KPOBaTh. MATKYIA MaTpac Mpy:KUHUCTO TIPUHSIT MOE TeJIo, HO s TYT Xke,
KakK KOIIIKa, TIepeBepHyJIach, coOMpasich BCKkounTh. He ycnena. OmHrM pe3Kum IBHKEHUEM OH COpBa
C KpOBAaTH TSKEJOe MIEPCTSHOE ONEsI0 U TYrO CIeJIeHa MEeHs JO CaMO¥ Ilied, OCTaBUB CHApyXu
TOJIBKO TOJIOBY.

— T yTo TBOpHMIIH?!| — 3arUNeNa 51, U3BUBASCH B MIEPCTSHBIX TUCKAX U MBITAsICh OCBOOOIUTD
XOTs1 OBl PYKH.

— YroMoHUCh, — OPOCUJI OH, ¥ 51 TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK OH JIOBKO U TYTO 3aBOpauMBAET MEHS
B OjIes1JI0, TpeBpaliasi B OeCrIOMOIIHbIA KOKOH.

— He yromontocs! Cnpinmis?! Hukorga!

JBmxeHue npekpatusiock. OH 3amep, U 51, 3a/1IXasCh, TOYYBCTBOBANA, KAK €ro pyKa Jieryia MHe
Ha TOJIOBY, a MaJIbIIbI BJIACTHO, HO Oe3 00JIH, CKaJIMCh Ha BOJIOCAX.

— Ecnu Tl He 3aMOTUUIIIb, — €r0 TOJIOC MPO3BYYaJl TUXO, HO OT 3TOTO IIeNoTa y MeHsI KPOBb
3acThUIa B KWJIaX, — s pa3BepHy TeOsl, IPUBSIKY TBOM PYKU K M3TOJIOBBIO, @ HOTKU — K CTOJIOAM
KpoBartu. D10 Oy/IeT OueHb ysA3BUMasl U yHU3UTeNbHas 1o3a, Cenecta. U Torma, odernato, HA O Kakou
JeTMKATHOCTH PEUH yKe He IMOUIET.

S 3amepra, mepectaB [plmaTh. B HacTymuBINel THIUHE ObLT CIIBIIICH TOJBLKO TPECK OTHS B
KaMUHe.

— Bri0op 3a T0OOM, — 100aBUIT OH TaK ke TUXO0. — JIMOO ThI JIEKHUIIIb CIIOKOWHO, JINOO S
JIeJIaio0 TO, 4YTO OOEIall.
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Sl nexana B cBoeM YHU3UTEIHLHOM IIEPCTSHOM KOKOHE, OlTyIasi cedst SKCIOHATOM B KYHCTKa-
Mepe, 1 JIMXOPaI0uHO B3BelMBajia BapuaHTel. [Iponomkars OpbikaThesi? OH He IIyTHIJI HACUET Bepe-
BOK, 3TOT TICKX ObLT O0JIee YeM CIIoCOOEH Ha Takoe. 3aMoTJath U poroTuTh oouay? Toxe BapuaHT,
HO $1]1 COOCTBEHHOTO OECCUIINS TPO3UJI CKeUb MEHSI U3HYTPH.

Her. Momnyars s He Oyny.

— IIpekpacHo, — mpousHecna s, cTapasich, YTOOBI TOJIOC 3BydYasl KaK MOXHO OoJiee pOBHO
1 xonogHo. — Tl mobeamn. [lo3apasisio ¢ GnecTsineil BOGHHOW onepalyel poTuB 0e30pyKHOM
JKEHIIMHBL. MOXEIb BBIIATh cEOE MeIAIb.

JIs0Hap, KOTOPBI yke ycIiea OTOWTH OT KPOBAaTH, YCMEXHYJICS.

— bBnaropapio 3a npu3HaHue MOEro TaKTUYECKOTO MPEeBOCXOACTBA.

— O, 4TO BB, Ballle BEIMYECTBO. ITO ObUIA BOUCTUHY BIIEYAT/ISIONIAS TIEMOHCTPALUS CUJIbIL.
VBepeHa, Ballly MOJKOBO/ILBI PhIAATN Obl OT BOCTOPra, Habmoaas 3a STUM I'eHUAIbHBIM MaHEBPOM.

OH ocTaHOBUJICS Y KOMOJIA U, He 00paliasi BHUMaHUsI Ha MOU capKasM, ITPUHSLICS Pa3Bs3bIBATh
MosiC XanaTa. §l mocrenHo OTBepHyach, YCTABUBIIKNCH B POTUBOIIOIOKHYIO CTEHY.

— Ilponomxkaii, — goHeccs 40 MEeHs ero paBHOMYIIHbINA ronoc. — TBOsI 3710CTh MeHs 3a0aB-
JISET.

— Be3mepHo pana ciykuTh pa3BiedeHueM AJisi Moero umneparopa. Haneiochb, npenacraBieHue
OITPaBJIbIBAET CTOMMOCTh OMJIETOB.

— bonee yem.

Tuxwuii mopox Majaloieil Ha MoJ TKaHU 3aCTaBUI MeHs 3akMypuThes. Ommnuno. Teneps oH
TONBIA. A 5 JIeXKY TYT, CIieJieHyTas, Kak poXkJIecTBeHCKas uHelka. MineanbHas OpayHasi HOYb.

— Cxkaxu, Cenecra, — ero royioc npuoam3muics. — Thl Bceria Oblia TAKOH SI0BUTON WM 3TO
OaronpruoOpeTeHHOE KauecTBO?

— A I Bcerga ObLT IECTIOTUYHBIM THPAHOM WJTH 3TO IOOOUHBIHA 3(h(EeKT OT HOIlIeH!sT BeHIIa?

— Bcerna, — OTBeTUII OH C HOTKOI HEMPUKPBITON FOPAOCTH.

Kpogarts orrytumo nporuaysace nof ero secom. OH Jier psiioM, U sl TOYyBCTBOBAJIA BOJTHY Kapa,
UCXOSILYIo OT ero Tena. Cnuiikom 0nu3ko. HepomycTumo, HEBHIHOCUMO OJTU3KO.

— Ecinu THI ceituac nmocMmeelib... — MPOIIUIENa 1.

— IMocMmero uTo? — B ero rojoce ieckagach OTKPOBEHHAs] HACMEIIKA.

— TbI pekpacHO NOHUMaelllb, YTo.

— Her, e nonumain. OObACHA MHE.

S cruchyna 3yosl. OH u3zieBaeTcs. 3acTaBiisieT MeHsl IIPOM3HECTH 3TO BCIIyX, YTOOBI Hacja-
JOUTHCSI MOUM YHHKEHUEM.

— Bocronb3oBatbest cuTyanuen, — mpoueania si.

— Kakoii "MEeHHO? — OH $IBHO MOJIy4aJl CaJUCTCKOE yHAOBOJbCTBUE. — TOH, B KOTOPOU ThI
JIeKUIIIb, 3aBEPHYTas B OIESIIO0, Kak ryceHuna? Kakoi curyanuei s Mory Bocroiib3oBatbes, Cenecra?
— [IooHap...

— 4 ycran. 1 mpocTo xouy craTh. A Thl MOKEIlIb ITPOAOJIKATh CBOU MOHOJIOTH XOTb JI0 YTpa.
MHe He melaer.

OH noTsAHYJICSA, U S yCIIBIIIANA, KaK OH 3a/1yJ1 TUIaMsl CBEUU Ha MPUKPOBATHOM TymOouke. Kom-
HaTa Morpy3ujiach B MOJIYMPAK, OCBEIIAEMBbIN JIUILIb JOTOPAIOLIMM OTHEM M3 KaMUHA.

— CHOKOMHOM HOYM, KEHa, — MPOU3HEC OH C U3/I€BATENILCKOM HEKHOCTBIO.

S momyana. Yro Tyt otBetHinb? «M Tebe He CIOXHYTh BO CHE, Myk» ?

Uepe3 HECKOBKO MUHYT €T0 JIbIXaHUE CTaJlo POBHBIM U ry0okuM. OH ycHyi. IIpocto B3si1 u
YCHYJI, OCTaBMB MEHSI HaeJJMHE C MOMM OEIIIEHCTBOM B YHU3UTEIbHOM KOKOHE U3 OfiesiIa.
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[NocreneHHO SIPOCTh HaYala OTCTYNATh, YCTYMash MECTO BCEMOINIONIAIONIEN ycTanocTu. [eHb
ObL1 OeckoHeuHbIM. CBagpOa, Jopora, 3Ta Hesenas OopbOa... [J1a3a HauaMM CunaThest MPOTUB MOEe
Bost. Terblit TYCKHbIﬁ CBET U3 KaMHUHa U MEPHOC NbIXaHHUE MYKYUHBI pSA10M ﬂeﬁCTBOBaJII/I KaK KOJIbI-
6enpHast. [locneaneit Moeit MbIC/IBIO OBUIO TO, UTO 1 HEHABUXKY €ro. A MOTOM 51 TPOBAJIMIIACH B TEM-
HOTY.

skkook

[TpoOyxneHne ObUIO MeAJIeHHBIM, JIeHUBBIM. [lepBoe, 4To s1 oco3Hasa — Tteruio. [IpustHoe,
0OBOJTAKMBAIOIIIEE TEIUIO CO BCeX CTOPOH. Bropoe — s Gosbinie He B KokoHe. Opestyio ObUIo 0TOpO-
IIIEHO B CTOPOHY.

Tperbe — MeHsI KTO-TO KPEnKO OOHUMAT.

41 3amepna, 60sich B3JOXHYTb. TsKenass MyKCKasl pyKa Jiexana y MeHsl Ha Tajuu, IpYKuMast
MOIO CIUHY K IIUPOKOH, Topsiuel rpyau. Ybe-To poBHOE AbIXaHHE IEKOTAI0 KOKY Ha 3aThUIKE.

I>0Hap.

Moii mo3r B3opBasicsi anukoil. Kak?! Korma s 3aceimana, Mexay Hamu ObLIIO PacCTOSTHHE.
Tenepb K€ MBI JICKAJIU, MIEPEIVIECTACh HOTaMU, KaK ITapa JaBHUX )IIO6OBHI/IKOB. b3 YyBCTBOBaJIa TCIJIO
ero KOXH Yepe3 TOHKYIO TKaHb CBOEH COPOYKH.

1 0cTOpOKHO, MIJUTUMETP 38 MUJJTUMETPOM, TTOTTBITAIACh OTOIBUHYThCS, HO €r0 XBaTKa TYT Ke
crasia Kpernue. Bo cHe oH npuTsSHy MeHs ele Onvke, U s MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €ro ryobl KOCHYJIUChH
MOE I1IEN.

— He nBuraiicsi, — npo60pMOTa OH COHHbIM, X PUTUIBIM T'OJIOCOM.

Cepnue nponyctuio yaap. OH npocHyscs?

— Ornycru, — MporenTana s.

— Her, — ero rosnoc 6su1 cTpaHHBIM. MATKUM, TTOYTH HEKHBIM.

— JIo0Hap...

— Tuxo...

Ero pyka MeyieHHO CKOJb3HYJIa C TAJTMA HA MOM KUBOT, TPUKUMAas ellie TiioTHee. {1 onnymana
KaX[plii MYCKyJI ero Tesa. M 4ro-To elie, TBepaoe U ropsiuee, ynupawomieecs MHEe B MOSICHUILY, OT
YCro MEKH BCIILIXHYJIU OTHEM.

— V-yOepu pyku — BBIIOXHYJIA 51, TOTOBSICh MX MY OTOpPBaTh.

BmecTo oTBeTa OH YTKHYJICS JIMIIOM B MOH BOJIOCHI M ITyOOKO, IITYMHO BIOXHYJI UX 3aIax.

— HHec... mpoOCTO MOJIEKHU CHOKOMHO... — MPOIIENTA] OH TaK THXO, YTO s €/iBa pazoOpana
CJIOBA.
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Nuec. Kakas-to Unec. [la xorb Meny3a ['oprona — muieBars.

Ceiiyac MeHsI BOJIHOBAJIO HE Yy’KO€ MM, IIPOIIETITAHHOE B MOJTCHE, a BIIOJIHE ce0e peasibHasl,
TsDKEJIas My’KCKas JIAZIOHb Ha MoeM kuBoTte. M Harsoe, ropsdee Teo, BAXUMAIOLIEe MEHS B IIEPUHY
Tak, OyTO OHO Ha TO XOTh KaKOe-TO MPaBo UMeJO!

10 6BUTO BTOpKeHME. HapyIeHne Bcex MBICTMMBIX M HEMBICTMMBIX TpaHHLl. becliepeMoHHOE
IIPUCBOEHUE MOETO JINYHOTO MTPOCTpaHCTBa!

S nepHynace, Kak OT ygapa TOKa, FOTOBas Pa3BEPHYTbCA U OCTABUTH HA HAITION MMIIEPCKOU
(pusronomun napy naMmATHHIX aBTOrpagos HorrsimMu. Ho B 3TOT camblii Mur B gBepb rpoxHyu. He
MOCTY4aJIM — UMEHHO I'POXHYJIM. Tpy pe3KuX, OTPHIBUCTHIX yAapa, KOpPOTKas May3a, ¥ elie TPH.

J>oHap npocHysnca MrHoBeHHO. COHHasl, ITOYTH HEXHas JIbIMKa CJIETeNa C HEro, Kak Macka,
OOHaXMB XUIHUKA. JlessHoro, codpaHHoro, onacHoro. Ero pyka mucuesna ¢ MOero ’KuBOTa, Xkap ero
Tena oTXJbHyJ. KpoBarh KauHyaach — OH OecIIyMHO, KaK IMaHTepa, COCKOIB3HYJI C Hee.

— IIpokiAThE, — B roJIOCE HU ClIEa YTPEHHEN XPUIIOTLBI. TOJIBKO CTallb.

Kpaem rnaza s Buzena, Kak OH OIHUM ILJIABHBIM JIBMJKEHHEM 3allaxuBaeT xajaT. 3ateM olep-
HYJICSI, M €T0 KOJIIOUMU B3IJISAL IPUTBO3WII MEHS K KPOBaTH.

— He nBwuraiicss, — npukas, He TepIsiMil Bo3paxeHuid. U mpexze 4em s ycrena 4ro-1mdo
MIOlyMaTh, OH HAKWHYJI HA MEHS OZIEAJIO.

Cryk nosropwiicsi. Hacroituusee. TpeGoBaresbHee.

JlaoHap pBaHyI 1Bepb Ha ceOsl.

Ha nopore cros1 BBICOKMI MyX4YMHA B TEMHOU JTOPOXHOU onexzae. ViccnHsa-yepHble BOJIOCH,
TaKue e TEMHbIE, HETPOHULIAEMBIE IV1a3a U JIMLIO NIOPOAMCTOrO XMIHUKA. B pykax oH aepxkai cBep-
ToK. Ero B3 MoJHMEN ITpOHeccs M0 KOMHATE, Ha JOJI0 CEKYH[bI 3aleNNIC 32 MEHS — OLICHU-
BaIOLE — W BEPHYJICA K UMIIEPATOPY.

— P»iiB, — xomogno npouenui [I3oHap. — 1 BEpHOro Ica Thl CIMIIKOM JOJITO TOHSUICA
3a JUYBIO.

Hesnakomer KprBO ycMeXHYJICsI, OOHaKUB KIIBIK.

— JInyb okazasiack mMyrMBol. [IpUIioch HEMHOTO MOIUTYTaTh, YTOObI HE OCTABUTH CJIEAOB [T
JOPYIMX OXOTHUKOB.

—n

— Bce roroso.

P>iiB cHOBa Briiyicst B MeHsI B3VIs10M. TaKvM HETIPUSATHBIM, OypaBsIIMM, YTO Y MEHSI 110 CIIHE
npoOeKa JIeIsTHON XOIO/IOK.

— OHa nopasuTesIbHO NOX0Xa, — MPOU3HEC OH HAKOHELl, U €ro TUXUH, ITyOOKHii rosoc 3acta-
BUJI MEHS 3aMEPETh.

Atmocdepa B KOMHaTe TpecHyJ1a. [{20Hap HANpsArcsa BCEM TEJIOM.

— 3arknHuce. — JIBa ciora, Npo3ByvaBIlie KaK ygap XJbICTa.

— IIpoctu, — P3iiB JIeHMBO NOsaJl IuIe4aMu, HO B3MuIAna He oreen. — [Ipocro... oqHo ymno.

— C kem?! — MoI1 rosioc copBajicsi, MPO3BYyYaB pe3ue, 4eM s xotena. Ho Momyars 51 He cobu-
paJiace.

Iay3a 3aTAHYyIaCh, CTAHOBACH IIOYTH OCSA3aEMOM.

— HeBaxHo, — orpe3ain [Ip0Hap, moBopaunBasch kK MyxkuuHe. — JlokianpiBai.

— Kapera BHu3y, — PaiiB npotsaHyn cBeprok. — Yucrad ogexna. Eciu Belenem ceivac, K
NOTyHIO OyJeM BO JBOPIIE.

— Xopomo. — JIsoHap 3abpajt cBepTOK U3 ero pyk. — [lomdyaca Ha cOOpHI.

P>iiB KMBHY 1 yXe ObLJIO HAIIPaBUIICS K BHIXOAY, HO Ha TIOpore 3aMep, OpOCHB Ha MEHSI TTOCIe -
HUMU, TSKENBIM B3IVIAA. B €ero TeMHBIX I1a3ax IJIecKaiach TPEBOra.
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— Jls0Hap, — cKa3aJi OH TUXO, HEe CBOJISI C MEHsI IJ1a3. — YBEpEeH, UTO 3TO He CO3JacT mpoodiem?
HoBeix npo0mem.

Nmneparop momyan, ucnenenss ero B3nIsI0M.

— Puruna, koneuHo, Oyner pana. [la 1 octanbHbIe. . .

— PsiiB, — B rosioce moero myxa 3a3Benen jen. — He. [Ipogomxkaii.

TeMHOBOJIOCHI MOTHST PYKU B PUMHUPHUTETHHOM JKeCTe U, KAYHYB TOJIOBOM, CKPBUICS 32 JIBe-
pblo. B KoMHaTe NOBUCTIa THETYINAsI TUIIIMHA, TYCTasl, KaK KUCETb.

He roBopst Hu cioBa, [IpoHap pa3BepHy1 cBepTOK. TeMHble IITaHbl, Oenas pyOaIika, KoxaHast
Oe3pykaBka. [1oka oH OBICTPO M YETKO OJeBAJICS, s YYBCTBOBAIA, KAK BHYTPHU 3aKUTAET JTIOOOMBIT-
CTBO.

— Kro takas Unec?

OH 3amep, 3acternBas NpsUKKY peMHs. MenieHHO oOepHysics. Ero B3misg ObU1 OCTpbIM, Kak
CKaJIbIIEJIb.

— Ortkyna 310 ums?

— ThI 3BaJ1 €€ BO CHe.

Ha ero nviie He 1porHys1 HU OOUH MYCKYJI, HO S BUZENA, KaK Ha CKYJIaX 3aXOANUJIM KEeJIBaKU. —
3a0yab, — OT4YeKaHWI OH. — W OoJIbIlie HUKOTAA He MPOU3HOCH 3TO UMSI.

— Tlouemy? DT10 TBOS JIOOOBHUIA? — $ pelIniIa, YTO UMEIO MPABO 3HATh UMS TOH, UTO B
Oy/yieM, BeposITHO, TOMBITAETCS BHIIIApanaTh MHE IJ1a3a WK IMOJCHITIATh 57 B BUHO.

— Omna MepTtBa, — OpPOCHJI OH C TAKMM XOJIOJOM, YTO y MEHsSI BCe BHYTPH 3aJIe/IEHeNI0. —
MeptBa. 1 310 BCe, 4TO TeOe HYKHO 3HATh.
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OHn Opocuit MHE CBEPTOK.

— OpeBaiics. Y Hac Majio BPEMEHHU.

41 pa3BepHyna TKaHb. [lopoxkHOe miaTthbe 6e3 U3bICKOB U MSTKUE TpsAnuuHble Tyduu. Mmmepa-
TOPCKOW POCKOIIBIO U HE MAXJIO.

— OTBepHUCH.

KpuBas ycMmerika TpoHysia ero ryosl, HO OH MOJTUa OTBEPHYJICS K OKHY. 1 ImyJiel BBICKOJIb3HYJIA
U3 Xajiata U HaTsIHyJa Ha ceOsl 9TO Helopa3yMeHue.

— T'otoBo.

MBbI BHIIUTH B ITYCTOR KOpUAOP. Y KpbUIblia HAC JK/1aJla HEPUMeTHasl yepHasi Kapera 0e3 rep-
60B. [TonHass aHOHUMHOCTD. [[90Hap MOMOr MHE 3a0paThCsi BHYTPb, U s YTOHYJIA B TEMHO-KPacHOM
6apxare canona. OH cen HaripoTB. Kapera TpoHynach.

S cMoTpena, Kak 3a OKHOM MPOILIbIBAET YY:KON MUP, U IOHUMAJIA: C KK IbIM 000POTOM KoJjleca
s Jiledy IPsIMUKOM B 3MEMHOE 'He3/10. B JI0roBo 3aroBopa npoTuB My KUHUHbI, KOTOPBI CUAUT HAIIPO-
TUB. U 1 — Mex1y MOJIOTOM M HAKOBAJIbHEN.

OH MoJTyas, MpUKpHIB r1a3a. Ho s BUjena, Kak MoJpariBaioT ero Mnaiblibl, OTOMBast Ha MOJIO-
KOTHHMKE KaKO-TO HEPBHBIN PUTM.

[Tpomesn yac. inu Be4HOCTS. §1 yke Hayalia MpoBaJIMBAThCS B IPEMY, KOTIJa 3€MJII0 COTPSIC TYJI.
Huskwii, Hapactaiomuii. Tornot MHOXecTBa KOIBIT. VI OH cTpeMUTENTbHO MPUOIMKATICS.

HsoHap pacniaxuy rasa. Bes paccnabneHHOCTS crietena ¢ Hero BMUr. OH npeBpaTHICcs B HATSI-
HYTYIO CTJIbHYIO CTPYHY.

— Yt0 Tam?! — psABKHYN OH Kyuepy. — Bcagnuku, rocioqus! Jlorousior!

Peskuii peiBok. Kapera Bcrasia kak BkonaHHass. CHapyxyu — AMKas KaKO(POHUS: JIS3T CTaJH,
SIPOCTHBIE KPUKH, pkaHue Jiowaaer. Hac B3sam B KobLO.

JI20Hap BbUIETEN U3 KapEThl OHUM IUIABHBIM, CMEPTOHOCHBIM JBMKEHUEM. Sl BKajlach B OKHO.
Bokpyr Hac KpyXWiu BCaJHUKM B YEPHOM, JIMLIA CKPBITHl Mackamu. OIWH M3 HUX 3aMaxHYJICA
MEYOM. ..

N 1yt pyku JI0Hapa BCIBIXHYJIM.

He meragopruecku. BykBaibHo. Ero nmajoHu oKyTano jgeasHoe, oTyCTOPOHHee rotydoe cusi-
Hue. OH BCKUHYI PYKY, U C €ro NaJbLEB COpBAJICA CryCcTOK cBera. HamaziaBiiero oTmBBIpHYJIO OT
JIOIIA/IU, CJIOBHO TPANUYHYIO KyKi1y. OH pyXxHYJI Ha 3€MJTI0 U OOJIbIIIE HE IIEBEIUICS.

Marusa. Hacrodimas, math ee.

To, 4To mocnenoBaso ganblie, ObUIO MOXOXE Ha CMepTeNbHbIM TaHell. [[soHap He cpakaics,
OH CTPYWJICSI MEXKIY BparamMu, YKJIOHSISICh OT YIapOB C HeuesloBeuecKol rpaiueil. Ero teno 6bu10
OpYkHEM, a pyKU — MPOJOJDKEHUEM ero Bosu. [01y0oe CHsTHYE My IbCHPOBAJIO, CTAHOBSICh TO SIpUe,
TO Tyckiee. Kacanue — u BcaJHUK JIETUT ¢ ceaia. Bamax — u jiolmaap B MaHUKE BCTaeT Ha JIbIObI.
310 OBUIO KYTKO. M 3aBOpakuBaroIie.

KpoBb. BpbizHyna nepBasi KpoBb, U 51 0TBepHYJ1ach. Cepiie KoIOTUIOCh B pedpax, a B rojioBe
ouack ogHa-enuHCTBEHHAS MbICIb. Ilanc. Bot oH. Mot maHc Ha mooer. IToka oH 3aHAT, OKa BECh
MUP CY3WJICS 7151 HETO JO 3TOM MOJISHBI. . .

Sl yke MOTSAHYJIACh K pydKe JBEPLIbI, HO JIEASTHOM T0JI0C padyMa 3a0pajl MpsiMo B yXO.

«bexarp? Kynma, uquotka?! B siec, B 3TOM miathe, TPAMUYHBIX Tyduisx, Oe3 el U jeHer?
UtoObl CIOXHYTD B MEPBOI ke KaHaBe WM CTaTh 00e10M /17151 BOJIKOB? ['eHnasnbHbIi 11aH, Mapuna!»

OmnacHOCTb 3HAKOMAsI WJIM HEN3BECTHOCTh, KOTOpasi rapaHTUPOBAHHO TeOs1 yobeT? BbiOop, eciu
YeCTHO, TaK ceOe.

4 ocranace.
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[Nocnenuuii Hama gaBIIMIA MONBITAICS YAPaTh. [[20HAp JIEHUBO MPOTSHYIM PYKY B €r0 CTOPOHY.
Beno-ronybas Bcrbliika — U OerJier] 3aMepTBO PYXHYJT C KOHS.

Tummna. Pe3kas, ormymamomas.

JsoHap nopomen kK kapere. Jloctan n3 KapMaHa OeJTIOCHEKHBIH IIATOK ¥ MEJIIEHHO, METOAUYHO
BBHITEP C MAJIBLEB 4yXKyl0 KpoBb. Ha ero ogexne — Hu narHbiKa. [Ipixanue — poBHoe. bynro He
OOIHIO TOJIBKO YTO YCTPOWII, a Ha yTPEHHEH Mporyike 6abo4yek JOBUIL.

OH cen HanipoTHB. I KpUBO yCMEXHYIICH, IJIs1/1s1 MHE MIPSIMO B IJ1a3a.

— VMHMIA. A 51 ObUT TOYTH YBEPEH, YTO Thl COSKHIIIb.
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51 He orBetuna. Jla v 3axotena Obl — He ycrera.

Huskuii, HapacTaomuii Iyl IPOHUK CKBO3b CTEHKH KAapEThl, 3aCTaBUB MEHS CHOBA HAITPSYbCS.
CHoOBa CTYyK KOIIBIT.

J>0Hap BHIITIAHYJ HApYXKYy, ¥ TOJBKO KOIZa BCAJHUK BBIHBIPHYJI U3-3a [IOBOPOTA, MYCKYJIbl HA
ero Jimie 4yThb pacciadminuck. CoBceM HEMHOTO.

— P»siiB, — Opocuit OH MHE ¥ BBIILIET U3 KapeThl.

Ha st10T pas ocraBarbcst BHyTpPH 1 HE XTEJIAI0. TO3TOMY MBIIIBIO BBICKOYMJIA CIIEIOM.

Ha Boponom, B3Mm
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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